give advice between attempts if you are in contra slightly different route back to Rounds.

e Lee of when to stop and start. Don't feel pressured to start by trying to call
'& (o) We will look at keeping people right in a futurecomplex sequence. Everyone else might c
9,‘ article. Now we will focus on calling. Queens and back (or whatever the local favour

Where to call is) but it's much easier to start just by swapping

40 All calls should be called a whole pull beforePair of bells and then swapping them back age
Cu( they take effect, so everyone has time to prepaR® that several times with different pairs, then
their bells to make the change accurately. Th¥PU are more confident you can move somec

@A regular feature sponsored by the Centraineans a whole pull before the first row thafurther, for example calling a bell to the front ar

%

Council Education Committee differs with a call from what it would have beerthen back again.
www.cccbr.org.uk/education/ without. If you are not sure where this is, draw YOU can then move on to sequences that take
Go out the structure of a plain lead (a few rows befor@usical rows. Most people learn the sequen
and after the lead end) and then overlay the linddich can mean learing a lot of numbers!

We all pull off into rounds, the ringing settlesyt pells affected by the call to see where theljetter way is to learn the pattern of the cal
to a steady beat and the confident tones of thter Figure 1 shows a lead end of Plain Bolihere is less to learn, but you need to be able
conductor ring out "Go ...". The conductor of gygyples, with the grey lines in the middleSe€ Who is where as you go along, and work
touch might not be as prominent to the audien(‘séhowing the effect of the bob. For most method&hich pairs of bells to swap. For example, tt
as the conductor of an orchestra, but everyofige pjain Bob, the change occurs at the Treble&eduence Rounds - Queens - Tittums - Rounds
knows (s)he is in charge. From some conductofgckstroke lead, so the call must be at tHe bells takes 18 calls. You can remember it a
we expect miracles sorting out our careleSgrevious backstroke when it is in 2nds placg/ery simple pattern, shown in figure 2, that yc
mistakes, but from most we simply haveyraw out a lead of Grandsire and you should satse three times over. Each X is a change. Y
confidence that they will put (most of) the calls iyt things happen a blow earlier, so the call mugan call those in a row in any order (or &

the right place, and that should the need arise thgy at the handstroke when the Treble is in 3rdggether).

will call the bells round before inflicting too muchpjace. In call changes too, the change takes effect 12345678
unpleasantness on the neighbours. “at the handstroke, with the call at the previous
Conducting is something we ought to take ipandstroke. 13254768
turns, rather than always leaving it to the same >< ><
few people, but many of us have never taken
charge of the ringing, and many more do so only 13527468
rarely. Perhaps you are one of this silent majority. cal H ><
Perhaps you think that your hands (or more likely here " B 13572468
your head) are full just ringing, without worrying H Figure 2: Pattern of changes
about anything else. Maybe you think conducting EH;C; B If you call a sequence that takes you a long w
must be very difficult - best left to ringers with H from Rounds, remember that you have to get be
superior ability. Or perhaps no one ever gave you B again. If you are leaving long gaps between ca
the opportunity. Whatever the reason, it probably either because you need time to think what to ¢
seems more daunting that it really is, so why not next, or because the striking is a bit nervous &
have a go. ) L i you want to let the bells settle down after ea
Where to start Figure 1: Call positionin Plain Bob Doubles 5|, then it can take quite a time. So by half wi
The first thing to realise is that you can do it it’VN0’'S handstroke? through your intended duration, you ought to |

easy stages, starting with very small beginnings. This is a trickier question that some peopléhinking about how you are going to get the be
Think about the things that you need to do as MeVer ask. You probably think of 'the handstroké&ack to Rounds.

conductor. In order of priority they are: or 'the backstroke’ as the moment when you puf/hat if you get lost?
« Make the calls your own bell off. This might seem the most ts 5 good idea to have a plan before you st:
- Ring your own bell natural time to call, but the bell at the front isyorking it put on paper if needed. But if the bel
« Decide if it should be called round almost on the opposite stroke to the bell at theat all mixed up, and you are not sure how th
« (Help to correct mistakes) back. So if you use your ‘natural’ position, thgot there, don't worry. Accept what you have g

Notice that correcting mistakes is in bracket$alls will be a couple of seconds later when yoynq start from there. There is a simple way to (
and last. You can make a very useful contributiof® &t the back than when you are at the froffack, and you don't need a super brain to do it.
just doing the others without this, yet it is thelhat confuses people, and they get understandablynds, every bell has all the lighter (lowe
aspect that frightens many people off calling. ThéPSet. The solution is simple. When you are neg(impered) bells in front of it and all the heavir
first three are most important. the back call a little earlier and when you are ghigher numbered) ones behind. So if you see :

The first is essential. You must make the calighe front call a little later than what seems naturghe|| following a heavier one than itself, they ai
audibly and in the right place, or things willThen you should always be consistent, and ke@fe wrong way round and need to be swapped.
rapidly fall apart. everyone happy. doesn't matter which pair or what places they ¢

The second is pretty important too. Unless yofalling call changes in. If you swap them over you get a little closer
call from the sidelines (see below) you must ring ldeally everyone would learn to call changesounds. Then find another pair the wrong w:
your own bell properly or you will put off other when they learn to ring them, but even if yowound and swap them over. Keep going, a
people, and almost certainly put off yourself toglidn't, it's still a good place to start. Build youswhen no one is following a heavier bell, they a

and then mis-call. confidence and get you used to hearing your own rounds. What is more, you will have got the
The third is easy to overlook, but important. Iivoice. Every one else must hear it too - so itig the minimum possible number of calls.
the ringing gets to the state where it ought to daetter to risk being too loud than not heard. There are other ways - for example, you c.

stopped, either because what you are inflicting on With call changes you have much more contrahove the Treble to the front, then move the 2
the audience is too awful, or (in a practice}han you do with a method, where the calls comgown to follow it, and so on, but the ropesigl
because no one is gaining any benefit, then y@ui fixed points, and missing one can doom youreeded to make sure you always swap an adjat
are the person to call it round or to stand. It is néouch to be called round or to go on much topair is a bit harder than just finding any pair th
an easy decision, but one for which you mudeng. (Experts can repair some touches, but nate together the wrong way round.
accept the responsibility. always, and it needs quick thinking). CaliCalling methods

Surely you can't call if you are not ringing!changes are more forgiving. ~Calls can come Tpat is the next step, and we will return to it i
Well yes you can, although it is not done vergnywhere, so if you are a bit late working ouf fytyre article. In the mean time, if you have n
often. Some people find this easier when theyhat the next call should be, just call it a fewyready done so, try calling some call chang:
first call call changes. In some bands the mind&tows later. And if you call the wrong thing, don't-|-ry working up to calling them every few
normally calls go and stop when ringing plairworry - at worst you can just swap back the paghanges.
hunt for someone who is struggling. It is easier tgou didn't intend to swap, and at best you can take
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