ahead. With normal eyesight, you will be able twill have come from the ‘below’ group.

,(\e Leeﬁ see all of the ropes moving up and down. Seeing the front and back
o 9,. When you can take in the whole picture, Now let's think about the whole picture. It ca
Lo} @ 'opesight becomes much easier. = You can st useful to see where the front and the back :
Kog C (4 focus mentally on parts of i, but_ the th_)le i]and to judge roughly where your bell fits i
u always there to ensure you don’t miss anything. petween. Everyone gets lost from time to tim
A regular feature sponsored by the Central Think of a swimming race, with swimmersand if you suddenly wake up and don’t know wh
@ Council Education Committee moving up and down their separate lanes. Yogpy are doing, let alone what you should be doir
www.cccbr.org.uk/education/ see who is in the lead and who is second. YQHen you need some way to get your bearir
. can also see who is just ahead of the swimmer jgpidly. Knowing where you really are is a
Ropesight blue. You can still see this even though some @ksential first step before you can even start to ¢
Ropesight is a word that you won't find in athe swimmers have turned round at the ends apgurse” out. Someone once said that it w
dictionary. It is peculiar to ringing, and there caigre going opposite ways to each other. forgivable not to know where you should be, b

be few ringers who haven't heard of it. Everyone Now replace swimmers with ropes, make th@nforgivable not to know where you are. If yo
says it is ‘a good thing’, but they don't alwaydanes much shorter, and arrange them verticalpan see where the front and back are (the posit
agree what it means. Some ringers acquire rdund the room. Speed up the swimmers to & the first and last ‘swimmer’) relative to you
effortiessly, while others struggle. That's notouple of seconds per length, and let them do lofsen it gives you a pretty good idea of your ow
surprising since many people get little or n®f overtaking, so that most either overtake or ajgosition. So if someone says ‘lead now’, and y:
advice on how to develop ropesight, and may nevertaken on every length. Finally, note that youfan see that you in the middle, then you know
even be given a clear idea of what exactly flands are one of the ‘swimmers’. You knowyl in more sharply than if you were in 2nd plac
entails. For many aspiring ringers, there is where they are, even when out of sight. Similarly, if you can see that you are near tl
mystique surrounding ropesight — it is a magiSeeing the bells you change with back, then you know you are unlikely to get 1
skill providing access to an inner sanctum of This is one of the most useful ways to exploitead in one go, and will probably need to ‘me
ringers, which they somehow hope will one dayopesight, because the essence of change ringiymurself coming the other way’.
be revealed to them. is that adjacent pairs of bells continually swa®eeing other bells

In August 2006The Learning Curve discussed places. So every time you move, you swap either when you can reliably see the bells strikir
where people look when ringing, but only briefiywith the bell striking immediately after you orpear you, and where the front and back are, y
mentioned ropesight. with the bell striking immediately before you.can start to think about seeing other bells. Y
What isropesight? These are the bells with which you actually workan often use another bell as a sign post for w

The best way to think about it is as a skill thaplow by blow, and fortunately they are also easigjoy are doing. There are various ways that y
enables you to pick out useful information fronfo spot than some of the others. You still need alln do that, so let's just look at two.
what you see when you look at the other ropes. the ropes in view, but you pick out and |f you go awry in a simple method like Plail
plays a major role for ringers in what researchegoncentrate on just a few. Bob, someone might tell you ‘follow bell X dowr
call ‘situation awareness’. This is the subject of If someone asked you to explain how you coulgh |ead’. (Strictly they should say ‘course’ th
much research, but the Wikipedia entry includes$ee whether swimmer A was ahead of sWimmeyg||, rather than ‘follow’, but nobody ever does
very good layman’s definition: ‘knowing what isB, then your description would almost certainlyyoy need to strike two places after it (with th
going on so you can figure out what to do’refer to some sort of imaginary line across thgtermediate places occupied by the bells hunti
Ringers with good ropesight are aware of what @0ol. In the tower too, an imaginary line acrosgp past you). For this to work, you must be at
happening around them, and as a result can ritie ropes enables you to compare the position @f see when you are two places after another b
much more confidently. ropes that are not next to each other. which is harder than just seeing the one next

Ropesight is about seeing the big picture — When your bell is near the balance, your ropgont of you, but if you can do it, you can latc
making sense of all the ropes — as well as tigoves relatively slowly, as we saw last monthpnto your correct position much sooner than
more the more focused picture — relationshipghe ropes of the bells striking closest to yours akgyy had to wait until you were supposed to |
between individual ropes, including your ownalso moving slowly. So, across your view of thgeading.  Also, the person giving the advic
(You don't see your own rope, but you can fediopes, you should see two other slow movingoesn't need to tell you exactly which place yc
what it is doing.) If you just look narrowly atropes, one just ahead of yours and one just behiggk in at which stroke, because the advice remz
individual ropes, you are less likely to see th. The remaining ropes will be moving moreyajig for several strokes. Here too, you need
important relationships, and occasionally, yotiapidly, as well as being ‘further away’. Keepsee where the front is, since when the bell you :

won't be looking at ropes that are significant. ~ your gaze at eye level, and don't be tempted tursing gets to the front, then you catch it up a
Widen your view follow the sallies up at backstroke. Looking at thgaag.

Unless you have already developed the habff"9€rs’ hands is just as good, and their faces canif you can see where the Treble is, ar

you might think it impossible look at all the roped!Ve You extra clues about what is going on. Yolspecially when it leads, then if you know how tt
at once, because they are spread out to your IE@0 Still see the whole rope movement ifnethod works, you can often put yourself rigl
and right. The secret iow you use your eyes. If P€ripheral vision. _ _ again after a trip.
you look at an individual rope, then that is what YOU may have been advised when hunting uggpegight and other skills
you will see. You might notice the ones alongsid[? foII_ow the bell _that follows you. Th_at rehe; Ropesight is only one of the skills you need
it, but not much more, because your attention R P€ing able to pick out the one following you in;, . “\ve| “and it needs to be complemented |
focused on one place. When you concentrate [ik8€ first place. It is one of your ‘easy to Spotyy . cyills. each of which has a role to pla
that, your brain tends not to process your whof€ighbours. - Less often do you hear the conversgy, 5 gyill for the wrong purpose leads to
field of view, which is about 180° with peripheralabogt hunting dO,Wh: ring in front of the bell th_atworse result. Ropesight is very good for seei
vision. (Figure 1 is a head and shoulders vieYP! Just followed', but it is just as good for seeing, i s happening around you, for working ol
from above). So you only take in part of thd'o% you move through the other bells. Of coursg,, you fit in, for reminding yourself what yot
picture. And if you turn your head towards ond@U can't wait for the other bell and then 1ing, o oing and so on. It can be used to get yot
rope, then others may be completely outside yodf'der it but you shouldn’t rely on seeing anothgl, ,wniy the right place in a mix-up, but it is nc
field of view. rope bgfore placing your next blow anyway. good for trying to strike your bell accurately. Fc
@ The p|CtureeV_0|V¢S ) that you need a combination of rhythm ar
Look at the big picture all the time, and youjstening. There isn't space to discuss them he
should also become aware that some ropes g Ringing kills explainsthe different skills and
‘before’ you and ‘after’. As the pattern evolvespow they complement each other.
you can anticipate where the next rope ‘near you’ Tail End
Figure 1: Field of view while ringing will come from. When hunting up, you expect the Ringing  Skills is  available  from:
The best strategy is to face so that the ropeext rope to emerge from the ‘above’ group, butC Publications.
extend equally to your left and right, to resist theurn to hunt down (even for a blow, as in
temptation tdook at individual ropes, and to stareCambridge places) and the bell you swap with
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