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CORRESPONDENCE.

Home for Smack Boys at Great Yarmouth.

SIE,—Some months ago you were kind enough to give publicity to an
appeal which I made on behalf of a proposed ‘Home for Smack Boys and
Fishermen ' for this port. We have nearly completed the building, and it will
he ready within a very few weeks. But we have the old sad tale to tell which
so often accompanies an enterprise of this kind. By the time that we have
furnished the Home with beds and the needful furniture we shall be 4001.
in debt. We wish to provide also a library of useful and entertaining books,
and a few means of cheerful amusement.

The former appeal was followed by good results, and | venture to hope
that this renewal of our application to the generosity of the British public on
behalf of the Smack Boys of this busy fishing port (most of whom come from
inland places), will not be made in vain.

Donations can he made direct to me, or, still better, to E. H. Inglis
Palgrave, Esq., the Hon. See. and Treasurer, through Gurney’s Bank in
London, Norwich, or here. George Venables.

Great Yarmouth Vicarage, Nov. 25, 1875.

The Choice of Hymns.

Sib,—W:ill you ‘raise a bell ”in protest against the great mistake so often
made in the choice of hymns for general congregational use? Since the
discontinuance (perhaps wisely) of the old form of words, *Let us sing to the
praise and glory of God,' it seems too often forgotten that hymns should be
praise at all, and the choice very frequently falls on those which, though
beaut ful as compositions, and breathing an earnest spirit of devotion, well
suited for private reading, are yet, to quote the words of the Eev. Walsham
How, in his excellent Plain Words on Prayer, ‘full of self-communings, and
of the feeble emotions and often unhealthy expression of our own souls.’

A whole congregation may he moved to join in hymns ofpraise, and the
exercise may prove a benefit to their souls; while only a few, alas! may he
able to adopt the language of those which express the ‘experimental’ feelings
of the sincere believer; and so many either remain silent, because they shrink
from using words which have no interest for them, or they thoughtlessly sing
the words, while their hearts have no ‘part nor lot in the matter.’

Every collection abounds in suitable hymns for general use, if only a little
more thought of the whole congregation were bestowed on the selection, so as to
secure the interest of all in this important part of our public services. H.

The Marriage Service.

Sir—The inquiry. W hat should properly follow the question in the Mar-
riage Service, ‘Who giveth this woman to be married to this man?1lis one on
which many besides your correspondent, ‘A Parish Clerk,” need information.
According to the rubric nothing is to be said in reply thereto, but the minister
is directed to receive the woman at her father's or friend’s hands, and then to
cause the man with his right hand to take the woman by her right hand. If,
therefore, the father or friend of the bride comes forward, and places her
right hand in the hands of the minister, this direction can be simply and
fully complied with. Such action seems most in keeping with the probable
intention and significance of the service. The following extract from the
Annotated Prayer-book is very pertinent and instructive:—*‘In the ceremony
of betrothal it will he observed that woman is recognised throughout as still
subject to the law of dependence, under which she was originally placed by
the Creator. As soon as the mutual consent of both the man and the woman
has been solemnly given in the face of God and the Church, the minister of
the office is directed to ask, “ Who giveth, the.?” Then she is given up from
one state of dependence to another, through the intermediate agency of the
Church, “ the minister receiving the woman, &c.” (to signify that her father's
authority over her is returned into the hands of God, Who gave it), and
delivering her into the hands of the man, in token that he receives her from
God, Who alone can give a husband authority over his wife.” ‘A Parish
Clerk’s " suggestion, about the father presenting the bride to the bridegroom
and not to the minister, is obviously wrong. J. Fernie.

Sir,—In alate number of Church Bells 1A Parish Clerk —with reference
to the Church Office for Marriage, and the question, ‘Who giveth this
woman, &c.—seems to wonder at the omission of a prescribed reply. Surely,
according to the rubric, the question calls, not for words, but action. The
father has to take the right hand of the bride and give it to the minister, and
the minister, receiving the woman at the father’s hand, shall, & . The
sentiment to he maintained clearly being that the father does not give his
daughter to a man, but in all confidence and hope surrenders her to God and
His gracious providence. Unless (which must be an exceptional situation)
there be an overwhelming number of marriages called for, the clergyman can
«—should—always, beforehand, as | always do, make the parties to a marriage
conversant with the service by which the marriage is to be effected and
sanctified. > q a

ArioLi,e fae-simile of the ‘ Black-letter Prayer-book, containing MS.
alterations and additions . . , annexed to the Aot of Uniformity;” in ‘The
Form of Solemnization of Matrimony,”the rubric following the question of
the minister, ‘Who giveth this woman to he married to this man?’stands
thus, “And the minister, receiving the woman, &c.’ The MS. alteration
strikes out the word *And, which would rather seem to imply that a formal
presenting of the woman had been the use; not to the bridegroom, however,
but to the minister. The striking out of the word ‘And *seems to have been
*he °“ as’??r.  the difficulty suggested by *A Parish Clerk’in your issue of
the nth. With reference to the correspondence as to surplioe or gown, may
I refer those interested in the question to the remarks of one of the American
Bishops quoted in the Appendix G. to the First Report of the Ritual Com-
mission ? The passage occurs on page 130 of the Report, H.
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The Daily Express.

Sib,—Surely, the promoters of the Daily Express would supply a more
manifest need, by issuing a weekly paper instead of, or in conjunction with,
the proposed daily paper. All the papers, as far as | can remember, of exten-
sive circulation among the working classes, are weekly, not daily. Lloyd’s is
weekly, and probably would not have its 1sale over half a million "if it were
not. Reynolds’s is weekly, and no doubt owes whatever degree of pernicious
influence it has to the factthat it can be so leisurely and comfortably digested
on Saturday nights and Sunday mornings by its readers. The circulation of
the London Sun would not have been so poor if its promoters had not
committed it to a daily appearance. Heartily wishing for the success of
the scheme, | have ventured to point out these few obvious facts as worthy
of attention. J.W. C.

English Church on the Continent.

Sib,—In reference to an article in your number of the 18th Sept., re-
specting the Church on the Continent, | should like to speak of the
English Church here—St. John the Evangelist, Mentone, which goes
far to fulfil the requirements you so well lay down. The Holy Com-
munion is celebrated every Sunday at 8.30 a.m., and twice every month
after the 11-o’clock matins, and on all bolydays. On Sundays there is
an afternoon service, and there is daily Morning Prayer, and Afternoon
Prayer during Lent. Mr. Barlow, the chaplain, tried an evening service
on Sundays, but, as the congregation comprised a great number of in-
valids, he thought it inexpedient to continue it. The church contains a
beautiful organ, played by an excellent organist, who from an educated
congregation can always command an adequate choir. There are, no
doubt, other churches on the Continent in which the chaplains, if they
have not been able to effect so much, would wish to do so, but of this one 1
can speak with thankfulness, as A Feequeht Visitor of Mentone.

NOTES AND QUERIES.

Queries.

Sin,—About a year ago there appeared a letter in your paper from “T. L.,
recommending ladies to take up work in Government Reformatory Schools.
I made inquiries of *T. L.” about this work, hut was unable to go any further
into it, beirfg soon after busily at work in a House of Mercy. | am now at
liberty, and should be very glad if ‘T. L.”would kindly let me know where |
might address a letter to him on the subject about which he seemed
interested. A. C.

Sir,—Are there any hints for conducting Children’s Services in the Church
published, and aDy such services drawn up ? | want something cheerful, with
plenty of singing. G.J.

Sir,—What rubric sanctions the saying of the Canticles and daily Psalms
by minister and people alternately | H.J. M.

Answers.

‘S. M.—Mr. Maclagan was joint-editor of The Church and the Age (John
Murray, publisher); besides this we do not know that he has published any-
thing. We should be glad if we could gratify your wish.

1John Jackson.—The Rey. W. A. Chapman, Colkiik, Fakeiiham, Norfolk,
will he happy to send you a copy of Rev. J. B. Sweet's Catechism of the Church
on receiving your name and address.

‘G. S.” (advertisement, November 20) is informed that there is a Home for
fatherless children at Caine. Apply to Miss M. Gabriel, Orphan Home, Caine.

‘A Country Vicar’s Wife.™—Rules for a Mothers’ Meeting can be best
worked out by experience. We do not know.

‘E. J. Barry.—It is not at present proposed to publish them separately.

‘Alfred Potter.—Worite to the publisher of the British Workman, or
advertise.

S. N. S.; Rev. A. W. Orford.

Received also

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

The First Peal of Grandsire Triples.

Sir,—Having very carefully examined Dr. Mason’s MSS. which appeared
in your columns some weeks hack, I fail to see that Mr. Snowdon is able to
prove from it that Mr. Garthorn of Norwich composed the first true peal of
Grandsire Triples. If your readers will refer to the MSS. they will find that
Dr. Mason distinctly, and very justly, heads the page on which this 5040
appears, as ‘ Garthorn's Triples,’not * Garlliorn’s Grandsire Triples;’ and further
on Mr. Snowdon’s analysis says, ‘the following right-hand leafis headed Vicars’
5040, and on it is some pricking in an unfinished state, but on opening the
following page is a 0040 of Grandsire Triples written out by the bob changes
after Dr. Mason’s manner.” Now as Mr. Garthorn’s peal contains fifth’s-place
hobs, which no instruction-book on the art of ringing ever mentions, in the
rule for ringing Grandsire Triples; and to ring Dr, Mason’s peal you must
use the very rule which is inserted in the said instruction-books, and which
we all know is the way to ring Mr. Holt’s original peal; | ask, Is it fair for
Mr. Snowdon to state so positively, that this volume places beyond all doubt
the fact, that the first true peal of Grandsire Triples was composed by Mr.
Garthorn of Norwich ?

| submit that the MSS. does not prove anything of the sort; the only
thing it provesis, that Mr. Garthorn composed 5040 changes, which Dr.
Mason does not venture to call anything but 1Triples:
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The purest peal of Grandsire Triples we haye at present is that known as
Holts Original, and it must be borne in mind that the composer gets within
two changes of 5000 before he uses a single, and therefore to attempt
to say that Mr. Garthorn is entitled to have the honour of composing the first
true peal of Grandsire Triples is entirely wrong. Mr. Snowdon must not
think me too hard upon him, but I submitthat Mr. Holt is the man to whom
the honour is due; and as a practical ringer, methinks | should not be doing
my duty if | allowed any other statement to he put before my brothcr-ringers.

C. H.Jessot, A College Youth.

Sie,—Mr. Banister, in bis letter of Nov. 13, gives a partial extract from
my report on Dr. Mason’s MSS., and makes certain remarks which may
perhaps leave the impression that | concluded the peal of Grandsire Triples
by "Garthorn "found therein was the one rung at Norwich in 1718, on this
evidence alone. This was not the case, as X referred your readers to an
account of the peal given nearly a year and a half previously in your columns,
and | consider that with the additional evidence given by the copies found in
the MSS. there can he but little doubt that the peal then brought forward
by Mr. Hubbard was the identical one rung at Norwich in 1718. As this peal
had been lost sight of for so many years, and also considered false, | had often
been doubtful, after it turned up, that it might be Gartlion’s original peal with
some alteration to make it true, hut the MSS. Copies carry us back at least
125 years, to within about thirty years of the time when it was rung, and
here is exactly the same peal; this proves it has not been tampered with
since that time. Of course I know that this peal has fifth’s as well as tliird’s-
place hobs, and is not, as * Young Cumberland ’in his letter seems to consider,
all triple changes, as there are singles at the half-peal ends; yet | think that
at a time when no true peal had been brought out, and when one was much
wanted, that it was a very creditable production, and | do not doubt that it
was then admitted as Grandsire Triples. When peals were afterwards
produced with only two descriptions of calls, they were considered superior;
and so, if a peal is ever composed with bobs only, it will he better in this
respect than any we have at present, yet | do not think those who now
contend that Holt was the first to produce a true peal of Grandsire Triples
would waive all claims in his favour, hut would rightly say that Holt was the
first to produce a true peal ‘without the use of any other means than plain
leads, bobs, and only two singles,” which is simply what Holt claimed for his
peals in his circular.

As Holt’s peal was to Garthorn’s, so would such aperfect peal be to Holt’s.

Mr. Banister considers that ringers about the time of Holt™were generally
agreed that the introduction of calls foreign to the method should not he
held admissible;” hut I do not know that there is any authority for this
statement, and | believe that in this respect we are now more particular than
ever, as in the advanced state of ringing we very properly should be. Sixty
years ago Shipway took a great deal of trouble and retarded the publication
of his book to produce his Grandsire peal with fifth’s-place bobs, which he
pronounced the ‘neplus ultra of composition in this admirable method,’and yet
it is never even rung atthis time, and is held in no estimation except as a
curiosity of composition in which the 5040 changes areproduced in continuous
triple changes.

It seems, however, at the present time, to he generally allowed, that peals
containing only hobs and ordinary singles comply with the rules of Grandsire
composition ; and certainly this has been the case for many years, as in
Claris Ccmpanalof/ia, as well as in Shipway’s work, such peals are given without
any remarks either upon the multiplicity of calls or the frequent use of singles ;
and therefore, as | think I can show that Holt must have known of Yicars’
peal, I conclude that his peal was considered so great an improvement from
being the first true peallwith two singles only,”and not as the firsttrue
peal.

There was, and for anything | know still is, in the tower of St. Mary's,
Dover, a tablet of which the following is a copy : 1Friday, 10 November, 1750,
was rung in this steeple a compleat peal of 5040 triples, consisting of 194
hobs and 48 singles, in 2 hours and 54 minutes, by the following persons
underwritten, it being the first peal of the sort ever rung in England, which
afterwards was performed at Twickenham and called Royal Tripples —
Vincent Underdown, 1; Peter Carr, 2 ; John Coleman, 3; Thomas Harrison,
4; Joseph Luddington, 5; Thomas Taylor, 0; Samuel Lee, 7; Bichard
W orthington, 8.’

Now what can this be but Vicars’ peal ? In the list of subscribers to
Holt’s peals (see Church Bells, Oct. 4, 1873), the name of Samuel Lee, who
rang the seventh hell in this peal, will be seen. Therefore Dr. Mason, who
we know had a copy of Vicars’ peal in his possession, and Samuel Lee,
who it seems very likely rang in Vicars’ or at least in a similar peal, were
both most probably in communication with Holt, and therefore | consider
it is unlikely that he should claim to have composed the 1first true peal’
except upon the basis of 1two singles only.’

In Church Bells, May 10, 1873, is a copy of a tablet recording ‘a compleat
peal of 5040 changes, containing 194 bobs and 46 singles,” rung at St. Mary’s,
Wingham, Kent—about twenty miles from Dover—on March 3rd, 1752, which
would seem to be the same peal. The appearance of this tablet in Church
Bells very much surprised me, as at that time | did not know of any peal
composed with this exact number of calls until Taylor’s peal, and although
the name of the method was not stated, | could not see what it could be hut
Grandsire.

Now after all this, when Claris Campanalogia was published in 1788 (see
extract in Church Bells, March 7th, 1874), the authors give Holt credit for
being the first composer of atrue peal, and state that the peals which were often
rung before that time were false; and yet, as they give apeal on the three-lead
plan with four more singles than in Vicars’ peal, it is evident they did not
ignore this plan, and also that they were ignorant of Vicars’ peal. In fact
they did not even know the name of the composer of the peal they gave,
which points to the fact of this being an old peal also.

Bells, 7

"When Shipway wrote he did not give any additional information beyond
what he gathered from the Claris, which he quoted; he, however, summed up
the controversy by deciding against the claims of Garthon because the
calling of the peal rung at Norwich was not forthcoming.

As far as | can make out, nothing for a long time has been known
concerning the state of Grandsire Triples before 1750, except what has been
handed clown to us by the authors of the Claris, who represented the first
ringers of their day; and | consider it is probable, that between the time of
the death of Mr. Holt and the publication of the Claris the compositions
of the peals by Garthorn and Vicars were altogether lost sight of, and that
the great improvement claimed by Holt when he produced a true peal with
‘only tw'o singles' was gradually merged into a claim after his death—which
occurred very soon after the production of his well-known peals—of his
having produced the first true peal, the justice of which would be much
strengthened when a copy of the compositions of Gartkon’s or any other
true peal was inquired for and was not forthcoming.

In coming to this conclusion | have been guided by notes | have made of
everything connected with this matter | have been able to lay hands on, and
| have endeavoured to avoid any fancy speculations, however tempting.

Here is an example of one: Joseph Taylor rang the sixth hell in the peal
with 194 bobs and 46 singles at Dover in 1750. No such peal of Grandsire
Triples was ever generally known to have been composed until 1816, when
E. Taylor’s peal, said to he an improvementon the one in the Claris, appeared
in Shipway’s hook. Now in Dr. Mason’s MSS. Vicars’peal, after many years’
seclusion, is brought to light, and is almost identical with Taylor’s. Now
here is a speculation ! Was E. Taylor in any whay related to J. Taylor, and
is it likely he became the possessor of a copy of the Dover peal, and converted
it into an improvementon the onein the Claris? Of course this is an absolute
speculation; hut who can tell me anything about E. Taylor, beyond the
mention of his name attached to several peals in Shipway’s work ? | have
written to all my friends who | thought would be likely to know anything
about him, hut without result. | should he glad to receive a letter from
any one who can give me any information about Taylor or his antecedents.

| hope that any remarks | have made may not be considered as wishing
to depreciate the merits of Holt’s peals, as no one can more readily admit the
extreme beauty of their composition than | do. Jaseee W. Snowdon.

llkley, Yorkshire.
The Guild of Devonshire Ringers.

I n accordance with a resolution of the Committee, held on July 16 last,
I hereby give notice that a District Meeting will he held in Exeter, on
Saturday,December 18. Members who intend to take part in it are requested
to send their names to me, on or before December 11. The Guild will grant
a sum not exceeding Is. fid. per head towards the expense of providing
refreshments to those members who shall previously apply for the same.

Woodbury, Nov. 9, 1875. J. L. Langeon Fulfobd, Hon. Sec.

The Chesterfield Bells.

In the History of Chesterfield, published in 1839, it is stated that the
recently deceased Archdeacon Hill, who was vicar in 1830, ‘refused to allow
the hells to he ruDg during the races. The mayor had convened a very
influential meeting with a view to obtain the ringing as usual; but the law
having been clearly stated by a professional gentleman in attendance on
behalf of the vicar (who remained firm to his original resolution), not a bell
was sounded, nor have they been rung at the races from that time to the
present.’

Change-ringing at Childwall, near Liverpool.

On Tuesday evening, November 16th, a meeting of ehange-ringers from
the neighbouring Societies took place in the tower of All Saints’ Church,
being joined by the following members belonging to the Liverpool Union
Society, Messrs. B. Williams, sen., E. Williams, jun., Il. Meadows, J.
Meadows, E. Booth, W. Brooks. Several touches of Grandsire were rung on
the six bells, after which the members of the Union rang 720 changes of
Grandsire Minor, conducted by Mr. E. Booth. The above meeting was to
show the high esteem in which Mr. Kichard Meadows is held, he having been
a ringer of this Church for upwards of 70 years, and this day having com-
pleted his 84th birthday.—Reported.

Ringing at Worth, Sussex.

On Monday, the 22nd, the following members of the Old Society of Ringers
met at the old parish church, and rang a true and complete peal of Oxford
Single Bob, containing 16 Bobs and 2 Singles, in 24 mins. The ringers were
as follow sS. Tullett, treble; R. Dench, 2nd; I. Tullett, 3rd; W. Potter,
4th ; J. Brooker, 5th; J. Alcorn, tenor..—Reported.

St. Saviour’s, Southwark.

On Saturday, November 27, twelve members of the Ancient Society of
College Youths rang a first-class peal of Stedman’s Cinques upon the heavy
bells of St. Saviour’s, Southwark, consisting of 5010 changes, in exactly
4 hrs. The performers were—H. W. Haley, treble; G. A. Muskett, 2nd;
W. Cooter, 3rd; J. Pettit, 4th; G. Mash, 5th; B. Haworth, 6th; W. Green-
leaf, 7th; M. A. Wood, 8th; W. Jones, 9th; E. Horrex, 10th; H. Booth,
11th ; J. M. Hayes, tenor. The peal was conducted by Mr. H. W. Haley.
Weight of tenor, 52 cwt. Key B.

v.B.—A period of eleven years has elapsed since a peal of four hours’
duration has been accomplished in this lower ; and we hope this winter
ishould the tenor continue to improve) to ring a peal of Treble Twelve.—
Reported. )

Correction.

At Huntsham, Devon, reported in last issue, for 'J. and W. Chase,’ read

‘J. and W. Chave.’

Deceived also.—yW. B. (too personal); Boten Williams; H. P, J. 1 E* Billivanti
Hy, Johnson; Constant Subscriber'.
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In the recent notice of Leig'hlin Cathedral it was omitted to be noticed
that in the year 080 there was a Synod held there under the presidency
of the first Bishop— St. Lazaiin—to confer on the vexed question of the
proper time for observing Easter, the primitive Irish Church having kept
to the Eastern use.

Two of our clerical societies have just held their meetings. At the
Dublin Clerical Association an interesting paper was read on the ‘lioly
Eucharist by the Rev. llewitt Poole, Fellow and Divinity Lecturer of
Trinity College, Dublin. At the sister society, which is open to clergy-
men of the whole of Ireland, a suggestive paper was read by the llev.
Frederick Wynne, Mr. Daont’s successor in Dublin, on ‘The Mutual
Relation of the Human and Divine Natures during our Lord’s Life on
Earth.’

The opening meetings of the Historical and Philosophical Societies cf
Trinity College have also taken place. At the latter the question of Art,
and of founding a chair for the furtherance of avt-study in the University,
was discussed, and amongst the speakers was Mr. A. M. Sullivan, M.P.
and Home Ruler.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Ember Services.

Sir,—I shall fed gieatly obliged if you will allow me, through your paper,
to draw attention to the special services which are to he held at Watford on
Friday, the 17th inst., being one of the Ember days. The services will be
conducted according to the following arrangement:—

Holy Communion at the Parish Church at 8 a.m.

Litany and lioly Communion at St. Andrew’s at 11.15 a.m. An address
will be given by the llev. I. Moorhouse, Il.A., Vicar of Paddington.

Devotional Conference for the Oleryy at 2.30. Subject, ‘Confirmation.’
The Yen. Archdeacon of Rochester and St. Alban’s will preside.

Evening Prayer and Sermon at 7.30. Preacher, the Rev. Canon Barry, D.I).

These services are held in the hope that Christian people may be led to
see more and more the need of united and earnest intercession for the Bishops,
with whom the responsibility rests of choosing and ordaining candidates for
Holy Orders ; and for the candidates themselves, that they may be good, holy,
and faithful men, well instructed in the truth, taught and sanctified by the
lioly Ghost, and fitted to execute their ministry to the glory of God and the
edifying of Ilis Church.

The laity are earnestly invited to attend these services, the Devotional
Conference alone being restricted to the clergy. Ftmo. Burnside,

Acting as Secretaryfor the arrangement of these Services.

Jlertingfjrdbury Rectory, Hertford.

Hymns in Church.

Sir,— Allow me to notice your correspondent’s suggestion about the choice
of hymns. There is much room for improvement in this respect. But,
surely, we are not to he limited, as ‘H.” appears to desire, solely to hymns of
praise? The giving of praise, although it he the highest act of worship, is
not invariably the only object in the tinging of hymns ; prayer and holy
meditation may have a large share in that poetry of music and verse which
forms the essence of a hymn. The grand old hymn of the Church, the Te
Denm Zaudamns, beginning, as it does, with an almost celestial volume of
praise, gradually sinks down into the deepest penitence of prayer, and the
personallself-communings ’of the individual soul. So that it cannot he that
“I11.” would debar our using in the congregation those beautiful hymns of
prayerful meditation, such as, ‘I heard the voice of Jesus say;’ ‘Brief life is
here our portion ‘0 come and mourn with me awhile and would limit us
exclusively to those shouts of praise and jubilant rejoicing which, though
very suitable for certain occasions, would frequently jar against the subdued
emotions of solemnity and penitence which the teaching of the Church’
year so often encourages. Indeed, some of those boisterous hymns {if I may
so speak), such as *Crown Him !’ are to many people highly objectionable at
any time. lhe hymns are, as all will allow, an important element in the
service; hutit is to he feared that the selection of them is too often left to
the organist or choirmaster, who is apt to regard them solely from a musical
point of view. The clergy' should surely have a voice in the matter, and see
that appropriate ones are chosen for the holy seasons of the Church. The
teaching of the Saints’Days is often powerfully brought out by a hymn, and
nr the revised edition of Hymns A. 1- M. there are several adapted to every
lestival in the year. | trust you will insert these few remarks, as a plea for
the more intelligent use of our abundant stores of sacred song. A.F.S.H.

Burials Bill.

Sin,—Among the multitude of suggestions on the subject connected with
the7BuriaIs Bill, might | venture to offer one or two which have occurred to
me ?

1. Let there he added to our occasional services a short Form, to be used
at the burial of the unbaptized.

2. l.et a rubric be inserted to the effect that friends of the (baptized)
deceased may' have either this new service or the one at present used, at their
option : also, that should they desire any omissions of prayers, passages, or
phrases, or to dispense with a service altogether, their wishes may he com-
plied with upon their giving due notice in writing to that effect.

The ‘grievances’ of having the mibaptized buried without a service, and
of those who have sciuples to parts of our present form for burial, would
thus be met; and these are really the only conscientious objections that I

know of- J. F. Swann.

Church Bells,

{December n, 1875.

Sir — 1 should like to know whether it is illegal to marry an individual,
according to the rites and ceremonies of tlie Church, who has not been
baptized ? It is illegal to read the Burial Service over an unhaptized person,
and it seems to me that the same must he the case with regard to matri-
mony. | know a case which occurred a short time ago—a man who had
been asked in church, and who it was supposed had been baptized, gave
notice to the parish clerk on the morning of liis wedding that he wished to
be baptized. The officiating clergyman said that he could not baptize an
adult at so short a notice, and proceeded at once with the Marriage Service.
| am not aware that the person referred to had any real desire to be baptized
(his father and mother being Dissenters), hut a notion seemed to prevail
that he could not be married unless he was baptized beforehand.

A Subscriber,
Non-Graduate Clergy.

Sir,—IVill you kindly allow me a word on this subject? When you con-
sider what it costs us men of average wealth and ability to become M.A. of
Oxford or Cambridge, you need not be surprised that we don’t take very
kindly to seeing those quietly assume that degree who have no kind of right
to it. Certain non-graduates whom | know allow themselves, year after year,
to he set down as M.A., when they have no more right to it than | should
have to he set down as D.D. But | know this, that if | were set down as
D.D. | should feel it my duty to correct it. F. B. King, M.A. Cantab.

[We should think that the instances of those who assume the University
degree without a right to it are very rare; and it is often difficult to correct
«the mistake of those who wrongly attribute it to non-graduates.—Ed.]

IN. H. Pownall,” Radelide-on-Trent, Nottingham, offers to send a good
tune for the hymn, 1Father, I know that all my life is portioned out by
Thee,” Ac., to the correspondent who some time ago inquired for one, on
receiving a stamped envelope for it.

Answers.

‘A Schoolmaster.’— Thank you for your letter and enclosures. We
admit the force of your views as to the value of a weekly issue of a Church
newspaper, but that point is now so far decided with regard to the new paper,
that any further discussion of it would he useless,

‘W. R.—There can be no doubt that the MS. to which you refer is
spurious. The pretended chapter is to he found in no MS.,uncial or cursive,
of any authority. This is entirely conclusive against it, We do not print
your letter, as the discussion of the subject cannot lead to practical results.

‘Alumnus Oxoniensis.—There cannot he the slightest doubt that the
relative in “who lay in darkness,” &c., has for its antecedent ‘us miserable
sinners.’

‘Walter Greening.—Ask the clergyman of your parish,

‘Drayton Parstow.—Too long for insertion.

Received aiso :—W. A. Wall; A Constant Reader ; S. Jeffryct; William Hamilton.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

John Holt and James Barham.

Sir,—In reply to *Young Cumberland,” | wish to state, that the mention
I made of John Holt as of the ‘London College Youths’ was merely a
quotation of tlie heading given to the printed sheet of his peals; perhaps,
however, these further particulars concerning this celebrated composer will
he ofinterest. John Holt's name appears in the original name-book of the
Union Scholars (Osborne MSS.. British Museum) as having been elected a
member of that Company in 1745. He must then have been considered a
great acquisition to the Society, as the entry, instead of being in ordinary old
English characters, similar to the other names, is highly ornamented in the
writing. He was elected Master of the Society in 1749. The Union Scholars
were the Society that rang the first peal of Oxford Treble Boh Major in 1718.
| believe that the first mention of Holt’s name in their peal-book is when he
rang the treble and called 5040 of Bob Major at St. Margaret’s, Westminster,
on Oct. 27, 1747. The last entry of his name is in a peal of 5040 plain bob
trebles,” at St. Giles’s-in-the-Fields, which he conducted from the fourth ; it is
dated. ‘New Style, Sept. 25, 1752.” The Union Scholars rang Holt’s one-
part peal at St. Margaret’s, Westminster, on July 7, 1751, for the first time,
and it was called from paptr by Holt, who did not ring, but was seated in the
belfry. This peal, however, was not entered in the Society’s book, although
a tablet was erected in the tower of St. Margaret’s. Mr. Osborne thinks it
was probably omitted because it was considered irregular for the conductor
to call and notring at the same time, in the Usual wa}r.

After leaving the Union Scholars in 1752, Holt joined the only Society
of College Youths then existing, afterwards called the ‘Ancient Society,” and
probably the entry of his name, with the date, can he found in the name-
book of this Company; the second Society (the Junior Society) of College
Youths was not formed until 1770: this, however, accounts for two Societies
of College Youths mentioned in tlie Clavis in 1788.

I do not think that Holt was ever a member of the Cumberland Youths ;
still this Society, according to Sliipway, had the honour of ringing his ten-parfc
peal for the first time in 1754, and this may have led persons to think that
he was one of the Cumberlands. Probably the reason the peal was notrung
by the College Youths was because they had not at that time a company
desirous of performing it, as it will be seen from the list of performances of
this Society in Mr. Banister’s work on Change-ringing, that in 1754 the
Society only rang one peal of Bob Major, and during the two following years
did not record a single peal of any description; and as we know the date of
the circular issued by Holt asking for subscribers to Lis peals, viz. Sept. 2



December u, 1875.]

1753, it is probable that his own Society, being either unwilling or incom-
petent to ring it, it was therefore handed over to the Gumberlands for per-

formance. Although Holt’s broadsheet was not published until after his
death, as it is undated it does not give any clue to the time when this
occurred. | should be glad to hear if this date is known to any of your
readers.

With regard to Barham’s great feat, | am much obliged to Mr. Barnett
for his correction and the interesting copy of the newspaper cutting. A kind
correspondent has, | am glad to say, lent me a MS. copy of Barham’s peals,
and | have hut little doubt that it is a verbatim copy of the original book.
From it 1 learn that the time when Barham stood above 14 hours at his bell
the attempt ‘ended thus, viz. at 2 o’lock in the afternoon began and on
Tuesday morning at 0 o'clock the Gth-bell clapper broke after ringing 24,800
changes.” They also attempted it again on Easter Monday, March 23, 1761,
ahout a fortnight before the time when they accomplished it; this time they
‘had the misfortune to overturn a bell after ringing' 17,000 changes."

Ilkley, near Leeds.

The “Aggrieved Composer’ and the ‘Young Cumberland.’

Sik,—Permit me to make a few observations in connexion with the above
heading.

With regal'd to the ®Aggrieved Composer’s’ opinion, that any one has a
right to intermingle one method with another—fifth’s place in Grandsire,
sixth’s place in Treble Boh, Sec, thus creating a jumble which would per-
plex a pupil and annoy an instructor— 1 think Mr. Banister in his letter
(No. 235) has justified some of my remarks. He says,— AH our records go
to show that at that time there existed in London, Cambridge, Norwich, and
elsewhere, many companies of excellent ringers; and it is said that they
were pretty generally agreed that the introduction of callsforeign to the method
should not he held admissible.” And again, ‘iteverting to the said objection
to place-making above third’s in Grandsire Triples, | would observe that it
certainly does not appear to be in keeping with the method, as it reduces the
number of lodging-places and does not change the hunting-bell, two great
essentials in Grandsire ringing.’

I am aware that some composers hold the opinion that the peal of Grand-
sire Triples is to he got without either a single or double, and | agree with
Mr. Banister’s answer to the ‘Young Cumberland’ on that point.

As to the “Young Cumberland’and others understanding that Mr. John
Holt was a member of the Cumberland Society, | never heard of it. If they
understood so, why not search their name-book and judge for themselves ?
The following is an extract from the members’ name-book of the College
Youths—*“Mr. John Holt, 1752.” In the Claris there is no vagueness about
the Society to which he belonged—*The Ancient Society of Co.lege Y ouths’
are the words in the hook; the ytoxiAncient in Italic, to distinguish it from a
society called the ‘Junior Socieiy of College Youths,” which existed, with
various vicissitudes, till within the memory of several ringers of the present
day, the remaining members of which were received singly into the old
Company about 1840. A similar case occurred with the Cumberland Society,
In the memory of men living there existed at one time the Cumberland
Society and the Junior Cumberland Society. The four Companies were com-
monly known as the Old College Y'ouths and the Young College Youths, the
Old Cumberlands and the Young Cumbeilands. Tlie latter Society existed
till about 1824-2(1. At some future time, perhaps, some one will ask, *Which
Society of Cumberlands did he [some ringer] belong to, for two of them
existed at one time?’ Old College Youth.

Jaspeh W. Snowdon.

Change-ringing at Birmingham. -

On November 20th the following members of the St. Martin’s Association
of Ringers occupied the belfry of Bishop Ryder’s Church, and rang
an excellent peal of Grandsire Major, containing 5056 changes, which
was completed in 3 lirs. 7 mins., the band being stationed as follows:—
J. Joynes, treble; H. Johnson, sen., 2nd; J. Banister, 3rd; J. Bunn, 4th;
C. H. Hattersley, 5th; W. Kent, Oth; H. Johnson, jun., 7th; H. Bastable,
tenor. The peal contains the sixth 24 courses wrong and 24 courses right,
the fifth 24 courses right, with all the 867s and all the 857’s. Composed by
H. Johnson, sen. Conducted by H. Bastable, and the first peal of Grandsiie
Major rung on these hells —Reported.

Honiton Clyst, Devon,

On the 26th November, the lingers of this parish rang for the interest of
5/., left in accordance with the will of one named Trapnell, a ringer, in the
year 1710. Three muffled peals were rung. This is the first time llie bells
liaye been used since the restoration of the parish chui-ch was commenced,
and will probably be the last that will be rung from the stage, as it is to be
removed, and the ropes lengthened to the ground-floor.— Local 1'aper.

Change-ringing at St, Mary’s Church, Prescot, Lancashire.

On Monday, November 20th, eight members of the Liverpool Union
Society of Change-ringers occupied the belfry of the parish church, and rang
Mr. Holts ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples, composing 5040 changes,
which came round true in 3 hrs. 11 mins. The ringers were:—G. Crute,
treble; B. Williams, sen., 2nd; J. Meadows, 3rd; H. Meadows, 4th; G.
Helsby, 5t,h; E. Booth, 6th; It. Williams, jun., 7th; W. Brooks, tenor.
Conducted by Mr. G. Crute. Weight of tenor, 15 cwt.—Reported.

New Bells at Kegworth, Leicestershire.

On November 30th, the Lord Bishop of Peterborough preached an
eloquent sermon in Kegworth Church, dedicated to St. Andrew, from the last
paragraph of Gen. i. 14, the occasion being the complete restoration of the
tower and inauguration of a new ring of six bells in G, tenor about 184 cwt.,
by Taylor and Co., Loughborough ; and a new clock, with Cambridge chimes,
by Messrs, Moore, London. The entire cost, about 1011., being by public
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subscription. Touches in various methods were rung during the day by
an excellent band of ringers from AIll Saints’ Church, Nottingham; the
Kegworth Society being too young to attempt the gratification of their neigh-
bours on the auspicious occasion.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Holbeck, Leeds, Yorkshire.

On Saturday, Dec. 4th, eight members of the Yorkshire Association of
Change-ringers rang, at St, Matthew’s Church, Holbeck, 5184 changes of Bob
Major in 3 hrs. 2 mins. The ringers were:—T. Harrison, Holbeck, treble ;
S. Basnett, Holbeck, 2nd; H. Moss, Holbeck, 3rd; E. Snowdon, llkley, 4th ;
T. West, Holbeck, -5th; B. Binns, Holbeck, 6th; H. Hubbard.jun..Leeds, 7th;
J. W. Snowdon, llkley, tenor. The peal, which has the sixth twenty-four
times each way in 5-6, was composed by H. Hubbard, sen., and conducted
by J. W. Snowdon. Weight of tenor, 16 cwt.—Reported.

Royal Cumberland Society at St. Margaret’s, W estminster.

On Saturday, Dec. 4th, eight members rang a true peal of Kent Treble
Bob Major, containing 5088 changes, in 3 hrs. 17 mins, The ringers were :(—
G, Newson, treble; G. T, Hopkins, 2nd; J. Howe, 3rd; D. Stackwood, 4th ;
H. A. Hopkins, 5tli; E. Gibbs, Otli; W. Hoverd, Ttli; S, Jarman, tenor.
Conducted by G. Newson.—Reported.

Change-ringing at St. Peter’s, Leeds,

On Monday, December Oth, the following company rang on the hells of
St. Peter’s Church, Leeds, a true touch of Kent Treble Bob Royal, consisting
of 1875 changes, in 1 hr. 22 mins..—J. Lockwood, treble ; W. Pawson, 2nd ;
T. Lockwood, 3rd; T. West, Holbeck, 4tli; P. Snowden, 5th; H. Hubbard,
jun., Oth; W. Whitaker, 7th; J. W. Snowdon, Ilkley, 8th; T. Birch, Utl);
W. Walker, tenor. The touch was composed by H. Hubbard, la , and con.
ducted by W, Whitaker. Weight of tenor, 30 cwt.*-Reported.

BELFRY RECORDS.
ST. NICHOLAS, LIVERPOOL. (Tablets in the Belfry.)

793. The new peal of 12 bells, cast by Wm. Dobson of Downlmm, Norfolk, was opened
on the 4th of June, 1814, .
On the 29th of May, 1815, a peal of 5129 Grandsire Caters was rung m 8 hours & 29
minutes by the Liverpool College Youths. .
John Thompson, Third. illiam { loyd, Seventh. Wm.Thistlewood,)
George Saul, Fourth. Charles Roberts, Eighth. Thos. Allen .
Henry Rothwell, Fifth. John Tittensor, Ninth. JohnJones, ) Trim
William Jaeger, Sixth. John Hand, Tenth. Wm. Fleetwood, f
Conductor, Wm. Thistlewood.

r. Gharles Clements, jun. )
Mr. qunhn %wamson, 4] J>Churchward%n‘5.

794 On Wednesday, the 12tli of January, 1820, a peal of 5126 Gfandsire Cin ques was
rung in 3 hours and 37 minutes by the Liverpool College Youths®

Henry Brooks, Treble. George Wynne, Sixth. Wm.Thistlevvood, agwayenth
Samuel Ehvell, Second. James Phipps, Seventh. James Finch,

Henry Rothwell, Third. William Evans, Eighth, Thomas Allen, %Tenor
Josep i Tittensor, Four®. William Fleetwood, Ninth. George Houghton. :

Samuel W. Wood, Fifth. John Tittensor, Tenth. Conductor, W. Thistlewood.
John Kecarsloy. E.-gr. Churchwarden.
795. ‘Piaise Him on the loud cymbals.’—Psalm 150.
On Monday, the 25th day of February, 18.S, a peal of 5016 Steadman Cinques was rung
in 3 hours & 25 minutes by the Society of Liverpool College Youths. _
Charlés Roberts, Sixth. John Tittensor;

William Tollitt, Treble. f ! .
samuel EIweIII, Second. Wm. Thistlewood, Seventh.  Willrn. Shaw, ~ j Eleventh
lienry Brooks, Third. Wm. Evaus, Eighth. James Finch,

Wm. Fleetwood, Ninth. Phillip Mullin, ; unOr-
George Houghton, Tenth. Conductor, W. Thistlewood.
Matthew Miller, Esqr. Churclnoarden.
796. On the 31st of January, 1831, a peal of 5219 Grandsire Caters was rung in 3 hurra
& 20 minutes, by the Liverpool Society.
Peter Heron, Third. William Willoughby, Seventh. ~ Thomas Kevan Eleventh
John Thompson, Fourth. Ralph Rushton, Eighth. n Homan, ’
Edward Heron, Fifth. John Heron, Ninth. John Jones, ~ \ 7,
William Howard, Sixth. Phillip Mullin, Tenth Win. O. Davies, / (
Conducted by John Heron.
Rd Jones, Ksqr. Churchwarden.
797. On Monday, October 30th, 1842, a peal of Grandsire Cinques was rung, consisting of
525S changes, in 3 hours & 28 minutes, by th* following members : -
John Thompson, Treble. Charles smith, Sixth. Richard Cross, Tenth.
Henry Moore, Second. John Heron, Seventh. Edward navies, | Mmnih,
John Brooks, 2'frird. Hugh Walmsley, Eighth. Williani lieron, 1
Joseph Mitchell, Fourth. Ralph Rushton’ Ninth,. Thomas Sockett, \ r
Alexr. Mills, Fifth. John Grindrod, j 1
Composed and Conducted by John Heron.
Yilliam Eirkett, Esh ie
Raymond W. Houghton, Lsq
79S. On Shrove Tuesday, February 12th, 1850, a true ;}:;eal of Grandsire CiLques, con-
sisting of 5148 changes, was rung in a masterly style, in 3 hours & 39 minutes, by the fol-
Iowing_Fersons, viz —
John Thompson, Treble. v 1
Wm, Thistlewood, Juur. Wm. Thistlewood, Sixth.
Second. John Heron, Seventh.
John Brooks, 'Third. Hu%h Walmsley, Eighth. John Johnson, 1 Tmnv
Peter Brooks, Fourth. Richard CFOJJPGE Ninth. Robt. Thistlewoocl, J
Composed and Conducted by John Heron.

RdOFIRBYeH, b3y, § Churchwardens.

799. Ox Saturday, Novr. 9th, 1S50, a true peal of Graudsirc Triples, consisting of 5040
changes, was rung in this tower, in a masterly style, in 3hours &4 minutes, by the following

George Wynne, Fourth.
Joseph Tittensor, Fifth.

5 Churchwardens.

Joseph Moxon, Fifth George Jones, Tenth.
Edward _Davies, J1Eleventh.

Robell Davies,

PJoffla Thompson, Treble.
Alexr. Mills, Second.
Joliu Brooks, Third.

| Peter Brooks, Fourth. | Wm. Thistlewood, Juur.
Joseph Moxon, Fifth. Seventh. .
| George Jones, Sixth. .| Eobt. Benson, Imoi.
Conducted by W. Thistlewood, jun.

The above was rung to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the first peal ever com-
pleted in this tower [and is the same), which was performed on St. Peter s bells Rovr 9th,
1S00. and conducted by John Hand, Esqr., who is now the only survivor of that band.

This tablet was erected by Il \Y. Banner, Esqr. & Thos. Clarke, Esqr. Churchwardens.
(To be continual.)

Received also Constant Subscriber: we advise you to write to_ithe
Ebbs. Communications about a clock at Derby illegible. J. R. Hall, . *
Bullivant; W. Banister. Contributors are requested to write plainly, and with good
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CORRESPONDENCE,

The Devil’s Chapel.
Sm,—May | ask your readers to give heed to an advertisement in your
presentissue, headed as above ? The republication and comments have become
desirable, I am told ; and | wish to explain that the word 1re-iteration ’signifies
‘going over for purposes of explanation.” | have not retracted a word, and
| never mean to do so; hut | have appealed, in the name of our common
Christianity, to Nonconformists to withdraw their misrepresentations; and |
think they will do so with some sorrow and some shame, neither of which,
however, | wish to cause. | am my own publisher in this business, and shall
he grateful if clergymen interested will let me know whether they will require
any, and if so, how many copies; and, also, if my Nonconformist friends will
do the same; and any bookseller, who would like fifty or one hundred copies
at half price, for sale. | am informed that a thousand copies will be neces-
sary, but as it is a long pamphlet, containing some reprints (which will be
found pleasant reading, | believe) I am sorry that I cannot lose so much
money as to offer it at a nominal price. Its publication has become desirable
in the interests of Christmastide peace and good-will simply.
North Marston, Winslow.

Non-Graduate Clergy.

Sir,—If Mr. King be correct in his statement that non-graduates in holy
orders allow themselves ‘to be set down’ as M.A., every right-minded man
will, I think, admit that such persons are unfit for the sacred calling in which
they are engaged, since nothing can excuse untruthfulness in a parish priest.
Does such conduct, however, really injure Mr. King’s position as a scholar
and a clergyman ? If he reply in the affirmative, and | presume from the tone
of his letter he would do so, will he not lay himself open to the suspicion
either that he is not altogether satisfied with the result of his University
training, or, what is far worse, to the charge of thinking more of his social
status as a graduate than of the sacred charge committed to him when he
was admitted into ‘the order of priesthood?’

But, Sir, clergymen who sneer—as, | am sorry to say, some clergymen do
sneer—at what they term non-graduate clergy, will, in my humble judgment,
do well to remember that congregations judge of a man in the pulpit not
according to the letters which he may have after his name, hut according to
the manner in which he conducts Divine Service. They have no opportunity,
perhaps no ability, for testing his knowledge of Latin and Greek; but they
can and do know whether he be able or not to write a sermon in decent
English, and whether he can read correctly ‘the vulgar tongue.” Who are
the men that are spoken of as ‘Sticks in the pulpit?’ Are they all non-
graduate clergy ? | trow not, for the saying originated at a time when a non-
graduate clergyman was a rare bird in England.

The fact is, a mere ‘pass,” or ‘poll,” degree is no test whatever of scholar-
ship, and | have invariably found that it is the bearer of such a degree who
tries, though very seldom successfully, to humble his non-graduate brother
in the priesthood. To all such | commend Huxley’s paper on 1A Liberal Edu-
cation’ iu his Lay Sermons, Addresses, and Jteviacs. | do not agree with
Mr. Low’s publicly expressed opinion that a ‘class ’ degree at Oxford is below
contempt. Mat all who know Germany will agree with me when 1| say, that
whilst German scholars think very lightly of such a degree they laugh to
scorn the ‘pass,” or ‘poll,” degree.

As to the title of ‘gentleman,’which is by some of our clergy assigned only
to members of the Universities of Oxford or Cambridge, I will say no more
than this, that my own personal knowledge of Oxford and Cambridge has led
me to the conclusion, that whilst a young man who is really a gentleman on
entering a University remains a gentleman, the vulgar young man rarely
carries away from the University more than the thinnest veneer of the
genuine article. He falls naturally into his proper ‘set,” according to the
old proverb, that ‘birds of a feather flock together.’

Whether, however, a parish priest possess a degree or not, let him bear
in mind that whilst the Church is only in danger so long as the clergy are
jealous of one another’s position or influence, no minister of Christ, be he
graduate or non-graduate, will ever hear from the Divine Master those blessed
words, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant!’unless he have firstof all made
full proof of his ministry by winning souls for heaven.

David H ooke, the Non-Graduate Vicar of Becliingham.

S. B. James.

Burial Statistics.

Sip, —May | ask, through the medium of your columns, for returns to he
sent to me as to the proportion of burials in the consecrated and unconse-
crated portions of public cemeteries ? A large public meeting on the subject
of the Burials Bill is to be held in York early in January, and, as Organising
Secretary for Church Defence for the North and East Ridings of Yorkshire,
| am anxious to obtain statistics on this point. Also, can any one from their
own experience give any instance of a Nonconformist, previous to his death,
objecting to have the funeral service of the Church of England read over him ?

C. P. Peach, Vicar of Appletoh-le-St., Malton.

The Arctic Expedition.

Sir,—Allow me to throw out a suggestion with regard to the above.
Might it not be well in the approaching anniversary of the Nativity of Our
Lord to offer up our united prayers in church at the appointed place for those
who compose the expedition ? | feel sure many will think of them on that
day, but we ought not to forget in our public players those brave men -who
are in the midst of so many dangers. S. A S.

Query.

Sib,—Can any of your readers give me information as to the following
points —(1.) Is the Greek manuscriptknown as the ‘ Sormini Manuscript ’still
in existence ? (2.) Is its author known ? and (0.) What is its supposed age ?

dIfreton, W. Eowbottom.

Church Bells.
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Answers.
“A. C.”should write to Philip C. Sheppard, Esq., Waterhouse, Bath, for
the information which she desires.
1A. A. France.—Declined with thanks.
‘H.’—Your proposal has already been discussed.’
‘Wellingborough.—Tkauks. AVe fear we cannot use it.
‘Clebicus.™—AVe cannot at present afford space for an account ofthe saint-

‘Inquirer.”—An account of the Leeds Mission is published by Richard
Jackson, 13 Commercial Street, Leeds, price 2d.

Received also.—Nasli Steplienson ; Subscriber; w. H. Hewitt; E. P.

CnUECHMEN at Nonconformist Services.—A correspondence has passed
between Mr. Ijheopkilus Smith, a layman residing at Kiehmond, and the
Bishop of AYinchester, with reference to the refusal of the Vicar of Richmond
and his curates to attend the dedication service of the Nonconformist mor-
tuary chapel at Richmond:—‘Ely House, Mount Ararat, Richmond, Dec. 4.
My lord, | beg respectfully to draw your lordship’s attention to a statement
made by the Vicar of this parish, the Rev. C. T. Proctor, in the local journals
of the 27th ult., and not since contradicted, where, in reply to an invitation
from the Burial Board of Richmond to attend an opening or “ dedication
service ” at the new mortuary chapel, situated in the unconsecrated part of
the cemetery of this town, that gentleman writes—and his statementis signed
by his three curates—* It is, however, quite impossible that we can accept
your invitation, since it is altogether contrary to the doctrine and discipline of
the Church of England that either her clergy or faithful laity should attend a
service in a dissenting chapel.” As a member of the Church of England, and
as a worshipper therein during upwards of half a century, | would ask your
lordship, as the Bishop of this diocese, whether I, or any other lay Churchman,
would lay ourselves open to any spiritual censure or ecclesiastical penalties
if we were to attend a service in a Nonconformist mortuary chapel ? Are we
to be debarred from being present at the obsequies of a Nonconformist
relative or friend, lest, by so doing, we should forfeit some of our privileges
as lay Churchmen ? As | feel very anxious on this subject, I shall feel
thankful if your lordship will kindly inform me.” To this his lordship sent
the following re p Iy 11 cannot find fault with the view of Mr. Proctor that
an English clergyman cannot with propriety attend a Nonconformist service.
There is every reason to feel with kindness towards all Christians, though in
some points we may think them wrong ; but it appears to me that no well-
instructed Churchman can attend the services of other communions: for if the
English Church is not the true Church of this land, she is a usurper and an
impostor. | am far from wishing to burden any one’s conscience, or to say
that a Churchman may not with propriety attend the funeral of a Noncon-
formist relation. This is quite another matter. The Church does not and
cannot accept the theory that Christianity ought to consist of a multitude of
differing sects ; therefore, she must desire to bring all men into the one body,
the Church, of which in England the English Church is the representative :
but Churchmen may have the kindliest sympathy with Christians who see
differently from herself, though she may earnestly desire to reconcile them to
herself.”

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Sir,—1 again ask the favour of space in your bell columns for a brief
friendly reply to the queries by Sir. Snowdon in your last number, having
reference to Messrs. Garthorn, Holt, and others, and the first peal of Grand-
sire Triples.

I had no intention of raising a doubt of the peal found in Dr. Mason’s
MSS. being the identical one recorded as having been rung by the Norwich
Scholars in 1718; hut I certainly fail to see that its presence there proves,
‘beyond all doubt,” that it was the first ever composed and rung; especially as
we have existing records of peals of a similar character rung about the same
period, and stated to have been condemned on the production of Holt’s first
peal in 1751, as being false by repetition of changes or departure from the
method.

By referring to our earliest ringing records it will be found that the
custom prevailed, as in Dr. Mason’s MSS., of describing peals by the author's
name, and in the Rev. H. T. Ellacombe’s valuable work, Veils ofthe Church,
many of these are quoted : from which, and other sources, | gather the
following:—1In 1713,5040 Hick’ Triples, by-Union Scholars, at St. Dim-
stan's, East (this is believed to he the oldest known record) ; 1718 5040
Garthom’s Triples, by Norwich Scholars; 1732, 5040 Simon’s Triples, St.
Bride’s, Fleet Street, by College Youths ; 1733, 5040 Grandsire Triples,
St. Dunstan’s, East, by Eastern Scholars; 1750, Triples, with 194 hobs and
40 singles, at Dover; also at Twickenham, and called Royal Triples ; 1751,
Holt’s Original, St. Margaret’s, AYestminster, by Union Scholars. Holts
circular, dated 1753, and appended to Dr. Mason's MSS., does not allude to
this last peal, or any that preceded it, but simply to those contained in the
circular, aud, consequently, is neither evidence for or against the statement
of condemnation of the preceding peals ; neither could it fairly be expected
that he would make allusion to a subject that so immediately concerned him-
self. My impression is that, if the condemnation statement cannot be ac-
cepted, the whole of the early peals should stand as originally recorded; by
which, in either case, the Union Scholars who rang Hick’s and Holt’s take
precedence.

AVitk reference to Yicar’s peal, the only date we have with it is 1753;
therefore, if his peal and the Dover peal are identical, is it not quite probable
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tliat Taylor, who rang in the Dover peal, is the author, and that Shipway

received it, without date, from some of his descendants while he was tem-

porarily resident at Quex Park in that neighbourhood $ W. Banister.
10 Morice Square, Devonport, Dec. 0, 1875.

Change-ringing at St. Peter’s, Sheffield.

On Monday, Nov. 89, eight members of the Sheffield Society rang at St.
Peter’s Church, Sheffield, Holts original one-part peal of Grandsire Triples,
comprising 5010 changes, in 3 hrs. 2 mins. The ringers were J. Charles-
worth (his first peal), treble ; C. H. Hattersley, 2nd ; G. Potter, 3rd; C. Steer,
1th; W. Booth, 5th; S. Nadire 6th; T. Hattersley, tenor. Conducted by
T. Hattersley. Weight of tenor, 11 cwt.—Reported.

Ringing at Erith, Kent.

On Saturday, the 1th inst., the following members of this Society and of
the Ancient Society of College Youths rang a peal of Grandsire Minor, con-
sisting of 720 changes, at the old parish church of St. John Baptist, Erith.
The ringers were stationed thus C. W. Blaxland, treble; W. J. Beeve, 2nd;
E. Hammant, 3rd; H. J. Shade, 1th; A. Payne, 5th; J. Garard, tenor.
Conducted by E. I-laramant. Time, 28 mins. Weight of tenor, 20 cwt., inF.
This is believed to be the first peal of minor which has been rung upon these
bells for upwards of a century.—Reported.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association at Birstall.

On Saturday, Dec. Ilth, seven members of the Birstall branch of this
Society, with J. W. Snowdon of llkley, rang, at St. Peter’s, Birstall, a
true peal, of 5120 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major, in 3 hrs. 15 mins.
The ringers were B. Dodson, treble; F. Crowther, 2nd; G. Thornton, 3rd;
H. Dodson, 1th ; W. Stainthorpe, 5th; W. Elliott, 6th; J. W. Snowdon, 7th ;
J. Dixon, tenor. The peal was composed and conducted by J, Dixon. Weight
of tenor, 20 cwt.—Reported.

Change-ringing at West Derby, near Liverpool.

On Saturday evening, Dec. 11, seven members of the Liverpool Union
Society visited St, James’ Church, and rang 720 changes of Treble Bob and
720 changes of Grandsire in 1 hr. The ringers were : G. Crute, treble ; Bd.
Williams, 2nd; G. Helsby, 3rd; Il. Meadows, 1th; Bt. Williams, 5th; E.
Booth, tenor. Afterwards 720 changes of Grandsire were rung in 31 min. by
G. Crute, treble ; G. Helsby, 2nd; T. M'Kewen (West Derby), 3rd; E. Booth,
1th ; Bt. Williams, 5th; J. Bobinson (West Derby), tenor. Weight of tenor,
15 cwt. The three peals were composed and conducted by Mr. G. Crate.
«—Reported.

Change-ringing at Highgate, Middlesex.

On Saturday, Dec. 11, eight members of the Royal Cumberland Society
rang at St. Ann's, Highgate Bise, Middlesex, 6080 changes of Kent Treble
Bob Major, being the first peal in that method on these bells, which was
completed in 3 hrs. 41 mins. The ringers were:—G. Newson, treble ; C. T.
Hopkins, 2nd; J. Howe, 3rd ; D. Stackwood, 1th; S. Jarman, 5th; E. Gibbs,
6th; G. Harvey, 7th; J. Barrett, tenor. Conducted by G. Newson.—Reported,

Change-ringing at Stepney, Middlesex.

Ancient Society or College Youths, Established 1037 On Saturday,
Dee. 11, ten members of the above ancient Society rang [on the fine peal of
bells in the tower of St. Dunstan, Stepney, 5001 Caters, on Stedman’s prin-
ciple. The following were the band :—H. W. Haley, senr. treble; W. Jones,
2nd; W.Tanner, 3rd; S. Reeves,4th; M. A. Wood, 5th; H. Haley, junr. 6th «
J. M. Hayes, 7th; G. Grice, 8th; li. Booth, 9th; W. Greenleaf, tenor.’
Weight of tenor, 31 cwt. Composed and conducted by H. W. Haley, sen.

—Reported.
Notice to Correspondents—Tunes on Hand Bells. Write (and inclose

a stamp) to Mr, Maynham Higbey, Bitton, Bristol.

BELFRY RECORDS.

ST. NICHOLAS, LIVERPOOL. (Tablets in the Belfry.)

.(Continued.)

800. On Friday, February 10th, 1S54, a true peal of Grandsire Ciuques, consisting of
5125 chaoges, was rung -with, gieat precision, in 3 liours & 43 minutes, by tlie following
members of the Union Society, viz..—

Thomas Gee, Treble. Alexander Mills, Fifth.
Edward Davies, Second. Richard Cropper, Sixth.
John Brooks, Third. George Jones, Seventh. Thomas Gaj-, Eleventh.
Peter Brooks, Fourth. Robert Benson, Eighth. John Johnson, Tenor,
Composed & Conducted bg W. Thistlewood.
Robert Hutchison, Esqr. ) ,,
Charles F. Carnc, Esqr. ] ®ilirchv;arden$.

This is .the first peal rung on the Bolls by 12 men only, & was performed' in honour of

the Htli anniversary of the Marriage of Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria.

. 801. On Wednesday, March 25th, 1563, a peal, containing 5016 changes of Steadman
Cinques, was rung in 3 hour3 & 25 minutes by the following persons, viz.
Wm. Thistlewood, Treble. Alexr. Mills, Fifth. Richard Cross, Tenth.
John Heron, Junr. Second. ~ Wm. Davis, Sixth. Thomas Lyon, Eleventh.
John Heron, Third. Henry Roberts, Seventh. James Cave, "
George Crute, Fourth. Wm. Heron, Eighth. Robt. Thistlewood, / lenor-
Samuel Jones, Ninth.
Composed & Conducted by John Heron, Junr.
James Denton, Esqr. \ m 7
William Hand, Esqr- f Churchwardens.

ST. PETER’S, LIVERPOOL. (Tablets in the Belfry.)

802. On Sunday, Novr. 9tli, 1800, a complete Peal of Grandsire Triples, containing 5040
changes, was rung in 8 hours & 3minutes by the Liverpool College youths.
Henry Rothwell; Treble. John Hand, Fourth. Sami, W. Wood, Seventh.
John Kewley, Second. George Saul, Fifth. John Jones, Tenor.
James Denver, Third. Willm. Jaeger, Sixth. Conducted by John Hand.

William Thistlewood, Ninth.
Bichard Cross, Tenth.
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803. On November 1st, 1809, a Peal of Oxford Treble Bob, containing 5088 changes, was
rung in 3 hours & 23 minutes by the Liverpool College Youths.
James Denver, Treble. John Hand, Fourth.
Henry liothwell, Second. George Saul, Fifth. Thos Grainger, Tenor.
Richard Hale, Third. John Tittensor, Sixth. Conducted by G. Saul.

804. On Novr. 23rd, 1800, a Teal of Bob Major, containing 604S changes, was rung in
3 hours &56 minutes by the Liverpool College Youths.
Charles Roberts, Treble. | John Hand, Fourth.
Henry Rothwell, Second. =~ George Saul, Fifth. John Parnell, Tenor.
Richard Hale, Third. J John Tittensor, Sixth. Conducted by W. Jaeger.

. 805. Onthe 21st of May, 1827, a complete Peal of 5040 Grandsire Tripples was performed
in 3 hours & 3 minutes by the Liverpool College Youths.
Wm. Courtney, Treble. Peter Arron, Fourth.

Gt. Arron, Second. John Arron, Fifth. A. Howard, Tenor.
W. Howard, Third. Ed. Davies, Sixth. Conducted by T. Kevan.

806. The new ﬁeal of Ten Bells, cast & hung by Thomas Hears of London, opened on
Sunday, April I1th, 1830, with a touch of Caters on Steadman’s principle, consisting of 972
changes; and on Wednesday, the 2nd of February, 1831, was rung a peal of Kent Treble
Bob Royal in theJTittums, consisting of 5040 changes, in 3 hours & 27 minutes, by
Charles Roberts, Treble. Henry Brooks, Fourth. John Robinson, Eighth.
Samuel Elwell, Second. Joseph Tittensor, Fifth. Peter Wilkinson, Ninth.
John Tittensor, Third. Wm. Evans, Sixth. Edward Davies, Tenor.
George Wynne, Seventh.
Conducted by Peter Wilkinson.”
John Holmes, Esgr. 1m t t
Richd. Jones, Esqr. I Churchwarden*.

807. On Monday, February 12th, 1833, was rung_in this tower a true peal of Grandsire
Caters, consisting of 5040 changes, in 3hours &22minutes, by the following persons, viz..—
Wm. Thistlewood, Treble. Wm. Thistlewood, Junr., Ralph Rushton, Eighth.
Wm. Howard, Second. Fifth. Edwd. Davies, Ninth.
John Brooks, Third. Alexr, Mills. Sixth. Rd. Williams, Tenor.
Wm. Worthington, Fourth. George WynneHSevemg._ | Coanuctor, W. Thistlewood.
enry Ripley,
Robt. Haywood,J) Iqui'S' Churchwardens.
S0S. On Monday, Jany. 29th, 183S, a true Peal of Grandsire Caters, consisting of 5040
changes, was rung In this tower, in 3hours & 28 minutes, by
Richd. Graham, Treble. 1 John Jones, Fifth. Hugh Walmsley, Eighth.
John Heron, Second. Joseph Buckley, Sixth. Ed. Heron, Ninth.
Thos. Collins, Third. t Peter Wilkinson, 'Seventh., Richd. Hulme, Tenor.
Conductor, Peter Wilkinson.

Thos. Brodrick, Fourth. |
Henry Ripley, Esqr. Churchwarden.

S09. On Monday, March 16th, 1840, a g‘eal of Grandsire Caters, consisting of 5040
changes, was rung in this tower, in 3hours & 24 minutes, by the following persons
Rd. Williams, Treble. Edward Davies, Fifth Hugh Waimsley, Eighth.
Wm. Howard, Second. Thomas Gay, Sixth. Charles Smith, Ninth.
John Brooks, Third. Edwd. Ileron, Seventh, Richd. Cross, Tenor.
Charles Roberts, Fourth. Conducted by E. Heron.
John Kilshaw, Esqr.) ..
Wm. Wright, Esqr. J Chu’gardens.

810. On Tuesday, February 18th, 1S15, a true peal of Steadmau Caters, consisting of
5007 changes, was rung in this tower, in 3hours & 12 minutes, by the following persons:—
Wm. Evans, Treble. Wm. Thistlewood, Junr. ichd. Cross, Eighth.
Charles Smith, Second. Fifth Edwd. Davies, Ninth.
Wm. Howard, Third. Hugh Walmsley, Sixth Robt. Davies, Tenor.
John Grindrod, Fourth. John Heron, Seventh. Conducted by John Heron.
John Wilkinson, Esqr. -
Raymond W. Houghton, Esqr. | Guu-dumrto..

811. Jubitee.—On Saturday, Kovr. 9th, 1s50, a peal of Graudsire Caters, consistin
of 5011 changes, was rung in this tower by the Liverpool College Youths, in 3 hours

11 minutes.

W. Evans, Treble. Ed. Davies, Ninth.

E. Heron, Second. John Burkinshaw, Tenor.

W. Howard, Third. John Heron, Seventh. Conducted by John Heron.

John Grindrod, Fourth. Rd. Cross, Eighth.

This peal was rung in compliment to John Hand, Esqr., who exactly 50 years ago
conducted the first ever accomplished in this town.

Rd. Harbord, Esqr.7 7 Y
Thos. Dover, Esqr. S c/mauiens.

Venble. Archdeacon Brooks, Rector.
812. On Monday, October 20th, 1851, a peal of Bob Royal, consisting of 5010 changes,

Wm. Jaeger, Seventh.

Willm. Jaeger, Seventh.

Thos. Kevan, Seventh.

John Heron, Junr. Fifth.
Hugh Walmslcy, Sixth.

was rung in this tower, in 3hours & 21 minutes, by the following persons .
Rd. Williams, Treble i John Heron, Junr, Fifth. dwd. Davies, Ni7ith.
John Heron, Second. Hugh Walmsley, Sixth. John Burkinshaw, Tenor.

Edwd. Heron, Seventh.
Richd. Cro_?_sﬁ Eig(?lth.k £
os. Clarke, Esqr.
Harmood W. Bar?ner, Esqr. Churchwardens.
Venble. Archdeacon Brooks, Rector.

813. On Monday, February 20th, 1865, was rung in this tower a true muffled Feal of
Grandsire Caters, containing 5021 changes, in 3 hours & 18 minutes, by the following

persons, viz.:— .
John Heron, Jun. Treble. Rd. Cross, Eighth.
John Aspinwall, Ninth.

Wm. Evans, Second,
Wm. Howard, Third. George liclsby, Tenor.

Wm. Howard, Third. Conducted by Ed. Heron.

John Grindrod, Fourth.

Rd. Williams, Fourth.
Hy. Meadows, Fifth.
in, Thistlewood, Sixth.
John Burkinshaw, Seventh.
Composed & Conducted by J. Heron, Junr.
The above was ruug as a tribute ofrespéct to the late John Hand, Esqr.

ImefSnto~q. }

814, ‘Praise Him on the loud cymbals.”
On Thursday, March 1st, 1866, a true peal of Steadmau Caters, consisting of 5000 changes,
was mug in this tower, in 3 hours €4 minutes, by the following band, viz. )
John Heron, Jun. Treble. Richd. Williams, Fourth. dwin Booth, Eighth.
John Heron, Second. George Crute, Fifth. John Aspinwall, Ninth.
John Burkinshaw, Third. Wm. Davis, Sixth. Thos. Lyon, Tenor.
Isaac Meadows, Seventh.
Composed & Conducted hy John Heron, Junr.
The above was rung as a compliment to Wm. Hand, Esqr. Churchwarden, son of the ike
sJohn Hand, Esqr.

SPALDING, LINCOLNSHIRE. (Tablets in the Belfry.)
815. Feb. 3rd, 1803, was rung 6040 Plain and Treble Bob Changes, in 2 Hours 57 min.

38 secs, b
J. gharp. |

D. Page. i W. Sawyer.
J. Robinson. | S. Woolley, ] J. Cope:
816. Feb. 3rd. 1870,
S. Toynton. | J. Cheney. j R. Crcasey.
J. S. Wright. J. Burrows. T. Dalton.

i | |
Rang on the Be%ls in Spalding Parish Church, 5040 Plain Bob end College Single Changes,
in 3 hours and 10 minutes.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

Smack Boys’ Home for Great Yarmouth.

Sir —Allow me, through your columns, to acknowledge with sincere gra-
titude the receipt of the following suras. We are rather severely driven in
this matter, and yet | cannot but hope that our wants, if known, will be
speedily supplied. Fully 300/. are wanted.

Great Yarmouth Vicarage.

Miss A. B. Dalrymple, 1/.; Mr. James Drane, 10s.; Miss G. E. Harvey, 5/.

George Venables.

A Critical Question.

Sir,—May an unknown parish priest presume to ask if Canon Liddon, in
his sermon on the second Sunday in Advent at St. Paul’, did not make an
important critical mistake, in treating the clause of his text, £T know nothing
by myself,”as if it meant, 11 know nothing as of my own knowledge ?’ | believe
there is no question that the true meaning of the original Greek— (ovTzy Ipav-so
ffwoSu.)—is, ‘1 am conscious of nothing’ [wrong] ; or, “My c-onscience accuses
me of nothing,” and this more coherently tits in with the context than our
imperfect English version of the words. There does not appear to be any
argumentative connexion between the admission, 11 know nothing by myself,”
and the next sentence, £Yet am | not hereby justified for why should the
Apostle’s knowing nothing of his own knowledge justify him, or otherwise?
But there is a clear sequence when he says, “With me it is a very small thing
that | should be judged of you, or of man’s judgment; nay, | judge not
myself; for though I am conscious of nothing [wrong], yet am | not hereby
justified: for He that judgeth me is the Lord,” Who Imows me better than
I know myself. J. PI. H.

Queries.

‘D.* is anxious to hear of a tract setting forth strongly the necessity of
Baptism, and briefly explaining its doetrim (for adults). Also to know if any
reader can mention the publisher of some prayers for children by Bev. G. H.
W ilkinson, and of any cards or books of short prayers, suitable for working
men.

[The “Prayers for Children ’are sold by Boberts, 2 Arabella Bow, Pimlico.]

‘Emma’ desires to know where Dcivdncy on Providence may be obtained?
Can any mother give her information about the Moravian school at
Nouwied on the Bhine, for girls? This inquiry may meet the eye of some
one who has, or has had, a daughter there.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Change-ringing at Glemsford, Suffolk.

On Saturday, Dec. Iltli, the following members of the Glemsford Society
of Change-ringers rang upon the bells of Glemsford Church 720 changes of
the above-named peal:—Jno. Slater, treble; Jos. Slater, 2nd; F. Wells, 3rd ;
Z. Slater, 4tli: F..P. Adams, 5th; S. Slater, tenor. Conducted by S. Slater.
This peal was composed by S. Slater of Glemsford, and has since been proved
hy Jasper IV. Snowdon, Esq. of the Ilkley Amateur Society of Change-ringers
to be oorrect.—Reported.

Glemsford Delight.

THE ITTIST PABT.
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Change-ringing at Childwall, near Liverpool.

sin> Seeing in your issue of Dec. 4tli, an account of change-ringing at
ill Saints Church, Childwall, near Liverpool, | was surprised that the names
f Mr. S. Gough and Mr. T. Hammond of St. Luke's Society, Liverpool, were
imitted. as Mr. Gough rang in all the performances mentioned. W ith regard
o the 780 Grandsire Minor, reported as being rung, it could not be rung by
he members of the Union Society, as Messrs. Gough and Hammond are not
nembers of that Society ; also, one of the ringers mentioned by your corre-
ipondent isunable to ring changes in any method. And as far as the 120 itself
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is concerned, 1 have it on undoubted authority that it was not rung at all—
the hells never came into rounds, and the ringers stood in the changes.
There is no doubt whatever of the number being rung, and perhaps more;
but, perhaps your correspondent would enlighten me as to how a 720 Grandsire
Minor could be rung true without the bells coming round.

These criticisms are not meant out of any disrespect to the aged and re-
spected Mr. Meadows, whom all ringers in Liverpool and neighbourhood
respect, but simply as a protest against the columns of Church Bells being
used to propagate statements which are known to your correspondent to be
false. A College Youth.

Change-ringing in Exeter.

The Guild of Devonshire Ringers held a district meeting in Exeter on
Saturday, the 18th inst. when the members of the Himtsham Band, assisted
by other members of the Guild, rang a true and complete peal of Grandsire
Triples, consisting of 5040 changes, on the St. Sidwell’s Church hells. We
believe the science of change-ringing was first introduced into this neighbour-
hood hy C. A. W. Troyte, Esq., and the Huntsham Youths have long been
known for their proficiency in the art, and have already rung a complete peal
of triples in their own tower; hut that they should have been able to do so
in a strange belfry with bolls almost, if not quite, double the weight of their
own, is a matter that reflects on them the greatest possible credit. Although
the Guild of Devonshire Ringers has been in existence hut a comparatively
short time, it has already gained considerable strength, and the fruits of its
labours are showing themselves not only in an extension of the science of
change-ringing, hut also in the better management of belfries, many of which
were at one time, and some, we regret to say, are still, made use of for pur-
poses entirely inconsistent with their position and character, remembering
that they are part and parcel of the church. The peal on Saturday was con-
ducted by Mr. Banister of Devonport, and, to the credit of the Guild, was
the first of the kind ever rung in the city of Exeter. The ringers were :—
W. Chave (Huntsham), treble; H. Payne (Huntsham), 2nd; W. Banister
(Devonport), 3rd; J. Norrish (Huntsham), 4th ; W. Cliilcott (Huntsham), 5th;
H. Tucker (Himtsham), Oth; C. A. W. Troyte (Huntsham), 7th; W. B. Ful-
forcl (Exeter), tenor. The weight of the tenor is 23 cwt. 3 grs., and the time
occupied was 2 hrs. 58 mins. The striking on the whole was very regular.
There was also ringing at St. David’s during the afternoon by members of
the Guild— Local paper.

Change-ringing at Beverley, Hull, East Yorkshire.

On Saturday, December 18tb, eight members of the Yorkshire Association
of Change-ringers rang at Beverley Minster Holt’s one-part peal ol Grandsire
Triples, comprising 5040 changes. The ringers were placed thus
E. Prince, Hull, treble; C. Jackson, Hull, 2nd; T. Jackson, Hull, 3rd;
W. Plaxton, Beverley, 4th ; W. Southwiek, Hull, 5th; G. G. Harrison, Hull,
6thJ A. Hayward, London, 7th; H. Jenkins, Hull, tenor. Weight of tenor,
29 cwt.: time, 3 hrs. 15 mins. Conducted hy G. Jackson, Hull. This is the
first time the above peal has been rung in connexion .with the Yorkshire
Association of Change-ringers.—Reported.

BBLFEY KECOEBS.

ST. MARY’'S, OLDHAM, LANCASHIRE.
(Tablets in the Belfry.)

(St. Mary’s was built on the site where St. Paul’s Church stood, and the tablets were then
repainted.)
SIT. on the 30th day of September, 1783, was rung in the old tower of St. Paul's Church
10 OR0 changes of Bob Major, in 5 hours 30 minutes, by the following persons
Thomas Kay, First. Daniel Mills, Fourth: Joseph Jackson, Seventh.
John Wolstoncroft. Second. James Ogden, Fifth. James Mills, i
William Dawson, Third. \ Joseph Mills, Sixth. | Veight of the tenoi, 1- cwt.

SIS. On the 1stof January, 1784, was rung in the old tower of St. Paul’s, 14,480 of Boh
Maior in 8 hours and 24 mins., bw,he following persans:
Thomas Kay (Composer and = IWilliam Dawson, Third.
Conductor), First. Daniel Mills, Fourth.
John Hevwood, Second. | James Ogden, Fifth.

Tenor, 14 cwt.

810 Ox the 24th day of October, 1800, was rung in the old tower of St. Paul s Church.
It FTOof Bob Major, iu 8 hours 48 minutes, by the following persons .
‘James Taylor, First. |Joseph Newton (Conductor), Jodraa Kere.uwr, Sixth.
Robert Coope, Second. Fourth. V nham.higbj, &snith
John Newton, Third. I Jelltoy Lomax, Fifth. | Johu Whitehead, Eighth.
Tenor, 14 cwt.

820. On Monday, the 12th day of February, 1S21, was rung in tile old tower Mr. Evers-
ficld’s peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, of 14,016 changes, in 7 hours -6 minutes, by the

following persons: .
Joseph Newton (Conductor), ‘]Tgﬁg‘\a,f”ﬁpeé}]de%%ryt%g\'/e?"tﬁh'

James Jackson, Eighth.

Joseph Mills, Sim .
Joseph Jackson, Seseuth.
1 James Mills, Eighth.

John Brierley, Third.
James Taylor, Fov/rth.
William Rilgb%/ Fifth-
Tenor, 14 cwt.
S9J On the loth day of February, 1825, was rung in the old tower, 9999 changes of
Grandsire Ma{'or, in 5 hours 22 minutes, by the following persons .— .
Joseph Newton (Composer | John Briefley, Third. Edwaid Tayioi, Sueth.
and Conductor), First. ! Johu Jackson, Fourth. 7 Abram Jackson, Seventh.
James Mills, Second. | Thomas Chadderton, Fifth. \ James Jackson, Eighth.
Tenor, 14 cwt.

goo. On the 6th day of March, .1832, was rung in this tower, 7392 changes of Kent Treble
Bob Maximus, in 5 hours, 14 mins. 32 secs., by the following pg&sonsd I intk
Joseph Newton (Corldtic- James JacKsotl; FptH: Jof?ar,lmwr;ri?ghoera’dalnetiifh
tor), First. Thomas Nicholson, SIxth. o3 o asChaddertoUji- feventh
John' Jackson, Second. Wiliiam liigby, Seventh. A it
John Newton, Third. Johu Brierley, Eighth. Weight of the tenor, 34 cwt
James Mills, Fourth. 9 » o4 Cwt.

James Mills, Second. \

Received.— A College Youtli from Liverpool has not sen: his address. a Country
Ringer. J. M, bell poetry not yet admitted in our columns. C.Ryder. \\. Allison has not
told Mr. lligbey what he wants. Jasper W. Snowdon.
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HOME REUNION SERVICES AT CLIFTON.

Services in connexion with the Home Reunion Society were held at All
Saints Church, Clifton, Bristol, on the 22nd and 2ijrd ultimo, and were
attended by large congregations, including many Nonconformists. The Holy
Communion was celebrated at 7.15 each morning, and on the first day there
were Matins and Litany, with sermon at 11 o’clock, followed by Evensong at
5. Both evenings at 8 o’clock the Society’s very beautiful Metrical Litany
was sung by a full choir, the hymns used during the services being Nos. 208,
210, 215, 221, and 275 A. & AT., new edition. The services were thoroughly
hearty, hut there was nothing whatever of an extreme character about them.

The preacher at the morning service on the 22nd was the Rev. W. J. E.
Bennett, Vicar of Frome, who preached a most loving discourse from 1 John,
iii. 23. After briefly explaining the object of the Society, the preacher said
he should purposely avoid controversy, and speak only in the spirit of love;
for love was the basis of their Society. Perfect love never contemplated
separation. The thing that poisoned and destroyed it was disunion. If they
took a survey of history they would find that Simon Magus was the first
schismatic; and a breach of love caused it. The man who offered to buy the
Holy Ghost was the man who broke the unity of Pentecost; and the question
was whether Simon’s principle was not the root of all division? He did not
say that division was the sin against the Holy Ghost; hut he questioned
whetherit was not the consequence of it. Why did they divide ? Why did such
a bitter feeling exist? To the want of this love the preacher attributed all
the divisions and subdivisions which exist amongst Christians, the persecu-
tions of two or three centuries ago, the ill-treatment John Wesley received at the
hands of the Bishops, and the evils from which the Church was now suffering.
He would beseech them to let their differences go out of sight. The object
of the Society was that they should go out of sight; but they never would do
without the foundation for which he was pleading. If they came across a
person from whom they differed, he would ask them not to enter into a con-
troversy with him, but begin by looking him straight in the face, earnestly
and lovingly, and saying to him, ‘Brother, do we love each other?’ If they
found that they could not say it from their hearts, let them go away and pray
over and over again for a proof of the Spirit, which was love ; and when they
had got it, and not until then, begin argument. They would then find that
their differences had melted away. Several of the Nonconformists present
appeared deeply affected by Mr. Bennett’s remarks.

The sermon at the late evening service was preached by the Rev. Pre-
bendary Sadler, Rector of lloniton, wlio took no text, but whose remarks
were chiefly in exposition of the Sacramental system of the Church, which he
said was a stumbling-block in the way of reunion to many. He said he con-
ceived the Sacramental system to be this; Almighty God "in His wisdom had
mado man a compound being, with both body and soul. He made them that
at the beginning ; and when they fell from Him He sent One to redeem them,
Who should be like themselves, both body and soul. The Son of God did not
come amongst them as a disembodied spirit, but in flesh and blood : He took
the whole of their fallen nature upon Him, body, soul, and spirit, that He
might remove' the evils they had received by transmission from their first
parents. Men were sinners, not because they followed evil examples, but
because their whole natures were impregnated with sin. The Sacramental
system thoroughly corresponded to this. They had received their evil natures
from the first Adam ; but how were they to receive the nature of the Second
Adam? An immense number of Christians thought they could receive the
nature of the Second Adam by listening to the preaching of God’s word ; but
he believed that it was only to be received by the gift of the Holy Ghost,
imparted through the Sacraments, which were the outward and visible signs
of an inward and spiritual grace ; and he answered, and in the affirmative, the
query whether that sacramental system was calculated to produce holiness of
soul. After acknowledging the services rendered to religion by Noncon-
formists in the past, when the ministers of the Church were preaching mere
morality, the preacher proceeded to show, from the writings of Wesley, the
perfect agreement between the teaching of the Church and that ofthe founder
of Methodism in relation to the Sacraments, and in particular that of Holy
Baptism, at the same time pointing out that there was one important defect in
Wesley’s teaching—namely, his absolute silence as to the doctrine of the
Incarnation. He had no sermon upon it, and it was not even mentioned in
the index to his writings. In his concluding remarks the preacher said it was
their duty to pray and labour that their Dissenting brethren in Christ might
be joined together with them, and blessed with the fulness of Divine truth.
In answer to the objection so often raised that Churchmen should settle their
own differences before inviting Nonconformists to reunite with them, Mr.
Sadler observed that it had no force whatever when it was considered that the
truths which faithful Churchmen were defending were not theirs exclusively,
hut were the common heritage of all the baptized. He deplored the existing
disunion and want of discipline in the Church, and said that that which
would most commend their doctrines was holiness of life.

The following evening the sermon was preached by the Yicar (the Rev.
E. W. Randall), in the unavoidable absence of the Rev. Gerard Moultrie,
Yicar of South Leigh, who had been announced as the preacher. Mr. Ranclall
based his remarks on John, xvii. 20, 21, and made a forcible, loving, and
earnest appeal to his hearers, to pray and labour for the restoration of the
visible unity of the people of God; showing, from Holy Scripture and the
history of the early Church, its obligation and necessity. In concluding he
said that, while hoping for the time to come when all would again be joined
together in one communion, let them remember that the Wesleyans and
other Nonconformists were actuated by what they believed to be the true in-
terpretation of Holy Scripture. Even if the members of any sect should
speak against them, let them believe that they did so from conscientious,
although mistaken, motives, and treat them in such a manner that it would
be said, 'Behold how these Christians love one another!”’

The offertories at all the services were in aid of the Society’s funds.
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CORRESPONDENCE,

A Definite Increase of the Episcopate.

Sip,,—It seems that the Government is not disposed to favour the passing
of a law which will recognize the right of the Church to increase her Episco-
pate indefinitely, while it is also pretty certain that it would not oppose a
Bill which should definitely arrange the erection of named additional sees,
under well-stated conditions, and within a stated number of years; and there
can be no doubt whatever touching the course of action which the Church
ought promptly to adopt. Let the Church with unmistakable distinctness
ask power, to erect a certain number of new dioceses. She will be wise to
be silent on the question of her right to multiply bishoprics to almost any
extent at present. The right is, of course, inherent in her, but so long as
happily she and the State are in partnership, ‘not, indeed, to make the Church
political, but to make the State religious,’it is proper as well as necessary
that her actions in some degree be concurrent with the will of the State. The
next point now will be to settle the programme as soon as possible, and then,
una voce, to ask forit! The Bishops earnestly desire it, many of the priests
and the people have long shown much eagerness about it, and if the arrange-
ments touching the House of Lords leave the number of peers unchanged,
and do not give to new sees any claim to a seat there, no political reason
can be urged against the adoption of a clearly defined measure, even by a
Government which may demur to any scheme for an indefinite increase of the
Episcopate. Now, in the selection of new dioceses it is certainly desirable to
carry out the idea of Mr. J. B. lleresford-Hope, and, as far as possible, to
make them conterminous with counties. And, accordingly, Cornwall at once
suggests one county for a diocese; and whether St. German’, Bodmin,
Truro, Penzance, or Falmouth become the cathedral city, is of comparatively
small consequence, so only the county forms a bishopric complete. W hether
Newcastle, Hexham, or (if legally possible) Berwick-on-Tweed, be the seat
of the bishop, a bishop there certainly ought to be of Northumberland. All
Suffolk, with Ipswich, or perhaps more correctly St. Edmundsbury, as the
Episcopal capital city, ought to he served from the dioceses which now
contain it. Nottingham and its busy people require and deserve a distinct
diocese, with perhaps Southwell for the Episcopal chair. Leicester is one of
the most growing towns in Great Britain, and with its county would make a
very compact diocese ; and the counties of Rutland and Northampton, with
the towns of Oakham, Kettering, Willingborough, and Northampton, besides
the cathedral city of Peterborough, would leave quite enough for any one
bishop to oversee. Lichfield and Coventry would become two cathedral
cities, the one as now for Staffordshire, the other for Warwickshire. 1t would
no doubt be wise to sever Bath from Wells, and Gloucester from Bristol, and,
perhaps, these might he included in the category of new sees. But after all
our sees cannot he entirely limited by counties. London, of course, is
beyond the administration of any single bishop. Grand old Yorkshire, energetic
Lancashire and Cheshire, are too mighty to be satisfied with one bishop each ;
and they desire more, and they richly deserve to have more. Liverpool needs
a distinct Episcopate—perhaps the scheme for uniting it with the diocese of
Sodor and Man. Leeds and Halifax, and other centres of population, need
bishops oftheir own. All these places ought probably to he inserted in the
schedule as places and localities in which the Church shall be at once
entrusted to erect bishoprics, under given conditions, and within a certain
period. To all this might probably be added one other arrangement with
great advantage to the thousands of our countrymen who ‘do their business
in the great waters.” The town and parish of Great Yarmouth, with their
immediate surroundings and enormous parish church, would make a very
suitable place for a bishop, whose duties (excepting only the little land diocese
of Yarmouth) should be bounded not by the water, but rather by the land.
A maritime bishop, with head-quarters at Great Yarmouth, and a strong
steam yacht, who should thoroughly work out a mission to seamen around
our isles, might do a work that has never been done before.

mThese details are suggested in the hope of drawing the attention of
Churchmen to the subject. Let us resolve that we will have, at once, an
enlargement of our Episcopate. Let us no longer drag behind our daughter
Churches of the United States and the Colonies in this matter ! G. V.

Answers.

1Superintendent oe Sunday School.—We cannot print your question
unless you give a name and address to which answers can he sent. Such
answers would be too long for our columns.

‘D.”would find Short Daily Prayers, published by B. J. Clark, Dorking,
suitable for the working classes.—X. Y. Z.

‘Edith’ advises ‘Emma’ to procure Moravian Life in the Jtfaclz Forest,
by an English School-girl. Published by Hall, Virtue, and Co. The date,
however, is 1858, which may be considered too far back.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING,

First Peal of Grandsire Triples.

Sik,—In answer to Mr. Jessop’s letter of the 24th ult.,l quite see that the
fact of Dr. Mason’s not calling Garthon’s, or even Vicars’, peal Grandsire
Triples, may be considered to show that some distinction was meant, but |
do not believe that there was any such intention; because, although in the
MSS. Grandsire Triples are sometimes alluded to under the full title, they
are generally simply styled ‘ Triples.” The proof of Holt’s one-part peal is
headed,cFor a 5040 Triples by J. H.,”and in the list headed, sWhose peals
examined of triples,” Vicars’ and Garthon’s are classed together, and the same
method of proof is used for both peals; all this leads me to consider that they
were considered as the same method.
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| doubt I have been misunderstood in my remarks on Garthon’s peal.
When | stated that the additional discovery of this peal in the MSS. placed
beyond doubt the fact that the first true peal of Grandsire Triples had been
rung at Norwich, I wished to record my firm beliefthat it was a copy of the peal
called at St. Peter’s, Mancroft, on August 26, 1718, and | am glad to find that
Mr. Banister agrees with me on this point. The Norwich men considered it
Grandsire Triples, as | thought they were perfectly justified in doing; and
as | did not think that since it turned up true it would he condemned on
account of the extra descriptions of calls, | also gave it the same title. Now,
as it can only be a matter of opinion as to what leniency should be allowed in
the early days of such compositions, it was a subject | did not mean to speak
autocratically upon. Such a discussion might be endless, as some persons
might contend that until it is shown that singles are absolutely necessary
they should not he used.

Concerning the peals of Triples mentioned hy Mr. Banister, with regard to
(1.) “Hicks” Triples,” it is not known that it was Grandsire Triples, nor
whether it was true, therefore |1 cannotsee that it has any claim for discussion;
(2.) The Norwich Scholars who rang the ‘Garthorn's Triples’ called it
‘ Grandsire Triples;’ (3.) “Simon’s Triples’ is a distinct method, a lead of
which, and the information that * This peal was first rung by the Society of
College Youths at St. Bride’s, on the eight small bells, in Aprill (sic), 1732,” |
have by me in an old MS.; (4.) The peal in 1733 by the Eastern Scholars
was, | dare say, false, and | do not doubt many such false peals were rung: as,
for instance, one by the Union Scholars on February 24,1730, which is entered
in their peal-book as ‘ The first compleat (sic) peal of 5010 Grandsire Trebles,
prick’t and called by Jno. Denmead.’

There are plenty of records existing of peals of Granclsire Triples rung
before Holt’s time, hut I do not wish to imply that many of them were true,
nor do | agree with Mr. Banister, that if the condemnation statement is not
accepted, they should all stand as recorded. When, however, there are good
reasons for believing that certain true peals were composed and rung before
Mr. Holt’s peals, | think that it is now too late to endeavour to discredit
them because they have extra calls, or because the calls are very numerous.

It must, as | stated before, he borne in mind that the authors ofthe Claris,
who first advocated, in print, the claims of Mr. Holt, condemned the peals
previously rung because they were false, and that they knew nothing of Vicars’
peal, whilst Shipway distinctly condemns Garthorn’s peal, because it cannot be
produced. Shipway, when he published Holt’s one-part peal, remarked, 11t is
not presented so much on account of its general utility, as from the circum-
stances of its being considered in London the first true peal of Grandsire Triples
everrung !’ The limited facilities for communication between different parts
of the country at that time must not be forgotten, and even at the present day
any one who has had a little experience in digging up ringing matter will find
how soon such records sink into oblivion, especially in the provinces, where
there are few Societies who keep any regular account of their doings.

Before concluding these, | fear lengthy, remarks, | will mention two peals
of Grandsire Triples which deserve attention; they are recorded on a broad-
sheet which gives an account of the Society of Gambridge Youths. The first,
rung on November 5, 1725, is described as ‘a complete peal;’ and the latter,
October 22, 1734, as “a true peal of 5040 Grandsire Triples.” Now Dr. Mason
was elected to this Society in 1725, and therefore it seems probable that the
latter peal, at least, would be one of those now found in his books.

W ith regard to the Bowtell MSS. at Downing College, amongst which are
Dr. Mason’, | am glad that | can now authoritatively state thatJ. Bowtell, who
bequeathed them to that institution, was the J. Bowtell whose name appears
on so many of the tablets in St. Mary’s Tower, Cambridge (see Church, Bells,
1874, pp. 67 and 74). He was at one time the tenor ringer, and was one of
the. earliest callers of Holt's one-part peal, as he conducted it in 1797, two
years only after it was called, for the first time, by J. Bartlett. Mr. Bowtell
was a great benefactor to Cambridge; amongst other good deeds he built,
either one or both, the wings to Adenbrooke’s Hospital.

| Utley, Yorkshire. Jasper W. Snowdon.

Royal Cumberland Society, London.

On Tuesday, Dec. Ilth, the following eight members of this Society rang
at St. Giles-in-the-Fields, London, a true) peal of Grandsire Triples (Holt’s
ten-part), containing 5040 changes, in 2 hrs. 58 mins:—F. Wyatt, treble;
W. Hoverd, 2nd; J. W. Cattle, 3rd; W. Lally, 4th; J. Mansfield, 5th; J.
Howe, 6th; G. Newson, 7th; A. Macey, tenor. Conducted by W. Hoverd.
—Reported.

Change-ringing at Birmingham.

On Saturday, December 18th, eight members of the St. Marlin’s Society of
Change-ringers rang at Bishop Ryder's Church, Birmingham, a peal of Sted-
man Triples, containing 5040 changes, in the space of 2 hrs. 59 mins. The
following were the hand:—J. Joynes, treble; W. Kent, 2nd; H. Johnson,
jun. 3rd ; J. Carter, of West Bromwich, 4tli; H. Johnson, sen. 5th ; J. Dunn,
Oth; H. Bastable, 7th ; J. Buffery. tenor. The peal was composed hv Mr.
T. Thurstans and conducted by Mr. H. Bastable.—Reported.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association at Holbeck.

On Monday, Dec. 27, the following members of the Yorkshire Association
rang at St. Matthew’s Church, Holbeck, Leeds, 5088 changes of Kent Treble
Boh Major in 3 hrs. 10 mins.:—J. Mackintosh, Hunslet, treble; W. Pawson,
Leeds, 2nd; J. Lockwood, Leeds, 3rd; R. Tuke, llkley, 4th; W. Walker,
Leeds, 5th; J. W. Snowdon, llkley, Cth; H. Hubbard, jun. Leeds, 7th;
G. Fothergill, Hunslet, tenor. The peal was composed by H. Hubbard, sen.
and conducted by H. Hubbard, jun. Weight of tenor, 16 cwt.—Reported.

Reparation of the Ring of Eight at Bishop’s Lydeard, Somerset.

Two of these hells have been recast by Messrs. Warner of London, and
the whole rehung hy local tradesmen, Messrs. Cattle of Bradford, and the
work is reported to bo well done, and was tested by the ringers of the place on
Wednesday, the 15th ult., when a service in commemoration of the reopening
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was held at 11.30. Many clergymen from the neighbouring parishes were
present. The service was conducted hy the Yicar, and Prebendary Sanford
read the lessons. An offertory was made towards the expenses incurred.

The sermon, which is too good to abridge further, as it would spoil
it, was preached hy the Rev. Prebendary Clark, who chose for his text
a part of the 20th verse of the 12th chapter of Exodus, ‘What mean
ye by this service?” He said, ‘The question in bis text was one which all
reasonable Christians ought to be able to answer in reference to any service
in which they might take part. If it were not a reasonable service, it could
not be one worthy of men; still less could it be one worthy of Almighty God.
With regard to the ordinary services, it was hardly necessary to give any
answer to the question, for they were so established in their convictions, so
united to all their most confirmed habits, that it would appear unnecessary to
ask it; butin reference to the service of this day there was a special reason
why the question should be asked and why it should he answered, and that
reason was known to all. It was necessary, however, to ask whether such
reason would satisfy their minds, and also whether there might not be some
lessons connected with it from which benefit might be derived. They were
inaugurating the recasting and rehanging of some of the hells in the tower of
their church, and although there might be many questions more stirring to
them, there could be none with a livelier interest, for of all those things which
made up the furniture and embellishment of the churches there was nothing
that spoke in sweeter and more persuasive tones than the bells which called
the people to the house of prayer, and reminded them as well of social and
secular as of religious blessings. He wished to dwell first upon the artistic
use of church bells, because the fact of doing so might lead to some change
in the ideas of many persons on this subject. Bells had an artistic use, because,
unless art could be consecrated to the service of Almighty God—he believed
it was derived from and inspired by Him — it could not be lawful for Christians
either to pursue or study. To make a divorce between religion and art would
be mischievous, for unless the Christian could make art subservient to Chris-
tian thought and Christian action he would have no right to tolerate it; but
surely the world had lived too long for it to he necessary now to ask the
question whether art was lawful or fitted for the service of God. When the
subject of music, of sculpture, or of painting, was considered, it might he that
they were not always found accessory to public worship, and some might allege
that they were hurtful. This might be, and doubtless it was true, that there
had been much in the past history of the Church to lead men to either con-
clusion as to these matters; but it was nevertheless the fact that art had
always received its noblest inspirations and highest guidance from religion.
The grandest pictures were those which had been produced under religious
influences, the most impassioned and the most thrilling compositions in music
were those which had been dedicated to the service of God, and the same
might be said with reference to sculpture and literature. In speaking of
church bells he was not talking of a plaything, of a mere amusement for
thoughtless people ; those who had but a small knowledge ofthe great science
of campanology could hardly understand the enthusiasm with which persons
regarded it who excelled in it. To a savage the grandest music of the noblest
oratorio would be hardly superior to the noise of a bag-pipe; and this showed
that it was necessary for the mind to be trained and educated before it could
become a competent judge of this great art.

‘There was one thing, however, of which all could judge—the discipline
which was necessary to attain such good results. It involved strength, skill,
and discipline, perseverance, patience, and enthusiasm ; and men who excelled
in these qualities could make their mark in any direction. He had read in a
hook just published hy Mr. Ellacombe, that in the year 1868, at St. Matthew’s,
Bethnal Green, a company rang 15,840 complete changes in nine hours and
twelve minutes; and at St. Peter’, Earlsheaton, in Yorkshire, even this great
feat was surpassed in 1872 by a set of ringers who made 16,008 changes in
nine hours and fifty minutes. Such an amount of training must produce
benefitto the souls of the men as wellas to their bodies, for it would inculcate
and develope the good qualities referred to. All work ordained by Almighty
God it was lawful for men to pursue, notin a commonplace manner, but with
a desire to excel. When our first parents were placed in Eden they fell, and
as a punishment for their transgression they were doomed to labour; still it
was not intended that men should not rise above the condition of the inferior
order of created beings, but with their punishment came the privilege of
excelling in all matters of labours according to the extent of effort made.
Thus, it was seen that in agricultural matters and in trade those who were
the most patient, enduring, and persevering, exceeded their fellows in pros-
perity.” Referring to the social influence of church hells, Mr. Clark said ‘there
was hardly an important event of our social or Church life which was
unconnected with the practice of hell-ringing, the peals announcing the
consummation of the greatest joys and the bitterest sorrows of our lives.
The religious use of bells was undoubtedly their principal use, and this was
true of all other matters. As the Apostle Paul had said, “ Whatever ye do,
do all to the glory of God.” The more deeply they studied this subject, the
more deeply would they feel that it was not lawful for a Christian to think a
thought, or speak a word, or perform an action, unless under the Divine
influence of the Almighty. The first object of every Christian’s endeavour
was that his actions should have the approval and sanction of the Most High;
and surely those who performed the accessories to Divine service must he
regarded as lending their assistance toward calling others to the worship of
God. Those who rang the chimes were serving God just as truly as those
who sang His praises in the choir; and he (the preacher) would even go
further, and say that they were as much a part of the Church ministry as the
ministers of the Church, and those who conducted the services at the desk,
the altar, and the pulpit.’

(To be concluded in our next.)

Receivei>—B. W. D. Troyte; J. Snowdon ; R. Williams.

‘Conductor "has not sent his
address.
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helped us. The Home will (D.V.) be opened on Tuesday, 15th February, by

the Eight Hon. the Earl Nelson. The above gift is ‘A Thankoftering for

Mercies in 1875.° George Yexaeies.
Great Yarmouth Vicarage, 5th January, 187(5.

Queries.

W ould any reader of Church Bells inform 1F. R. E.” of cheap and clear
books upon the following subjects —Prayers for the Head, Bight Proportion
of Income to be, given in Charity, Scriptural Trueness of Eternal Punishment;
also, A small Commentary on the Old Testament, similar to that on the New
Testament of the S. P. C. K.

Sri;,—Will you inform me what is the status, in England, of a priest
ordained by a Colonial Bishop (for instance, one of the South African bishops):
can he take a curacy or hold a living in this country ? W. T.

Sin,—W:ill you kindly inform me of the origin of decorating our English
churches at Christmas, and at what period the custom was begun ?
C. M. N.
Sir,—Can any readers of Church Bells tell me where | can obtain full
particulars of the Army Prayer Union for both Officers and Men ?
An lnquirer .
Silt,—Can any of your readers kindly recommend an orthodox work on the
Lives of the Saints, according to the Anglican kalendar, for devotional reading ?
Southern Hill, Beading. George Dunlop, Jun.

‘J. G.”writes to tell us of the beauty and excellent taste of the Christmas
decorations at Roehampton Church, near Barnes, and recommends all inter-
ested in decorations to visit it.

‘Y. —We do not know of such a work.

Received also :—J. T. Austen.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Reparation of the Ring of Eight at Bishop’s Lydeard, Somerset.'
(Continued.)

Mr, Crark then proceeded to give a history of the means used in former
times for calling people together to worship. ‘In ancient days the trumpet
was used for this purpose, and later still were men termed runners, who
called the assemblies together. Afterwards, deacons gave public or private
notice, according to the urgency or condition of their surroundings. No
doubt in the sixth century bells were employed in France for this purpose,
and in the seventh and eighth centuries they became common in England.
In the ninth, the Emperor Michael raised a bell-tower at Constantinople, and
so the practice had spread. It had become consecrated to us as a Christian
people, reminding us that baptisms, marriages, and funerals, were not merely
secular things, hut religious; and whenever the music of bells was heard,
whether in joyous strain or otherwise, they proclaimed that in all things they
were united to the service of God. Happily, the day had gone by when men
thought the bells might be used for any common purpose. The great wave
of religious life which had passed over the land during the past few years,
was shown notonly in the wonderful improvement of parish choirs, but in the
change wrought in our belfries. Beople in former days saw in various
parishes half the perish choir filled hy the reprobates of the place; hut now
the seats in their choirs were filled by members of religious families, children
of parents who were amongst the congregation. The old swearing, drinking,
bell-ringers, too, were passing away, and men were beginning to admire the
enthusiasm and the artistic pains taken in their work. The people engaged
in this service knew that they were doing good work for God, and one case
had come to his knowledge where the whole company of eight ringers or more
were communicants at the Lord’ table. As he had spoken on behalf of the
work of the ringers, might he not address them now personally, and express
a hope that they would not allow the festivals of the Church to pass by
without attending at the Lord’ table? In ancient times the hells were
baptized and consecrated; but though he was not inclined to quarrel with
that practice, he was not sure that it would be advisable to revive it in the
present day. Yet they might learn valuable lessons from the practices
employed. The ceremony consisted, 1st, of washing; 2ndly, touching with
salt; thirdly, they were anointed wilh oil; and lastly, they were fumigated
with incense: these operations signifying the putting away of evil, the salt
showing purity, the oil emblematic of the Holy Ghost, and, finally, the
incense of prayer.

1Before closing his sermon he would ask them to think of the future of
those hells. They would hang in their beautiful tower and speak to others
long after this congregation had passed away to sleep the last sleep. The
oldest of the set was dated only about one hundred years back, but the bride
who first heard their joyous sound had not only gone to rest—her children
and grandchildren, and it might he her great-grandchildren, had followed her.
In future years many brides, full of joy, of youth and hope, would enter and
leave the church listening to the sweet sounds of these hells, and many others
would also hear their solemn tones on other occasions. Numbers who were
on beds of sickness, and unable to join the congregation of God’s people,
would have the satisfaction of knowing, when they heard the chimes, that
prayers would be offered in their behalf. Young men would go to foreign
climes, and in distant lands the memory of their sounds would bring to their
recollection the times of their youth and innocence. Travellers in the deserts
of Africa, and distant parts of the ocean, had fancied they heard the sound of
their parish hells, so great was the influence of these upon their minds. Let
all, then, thank God for the hells which told of a glorious future, and let them
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pray that their tones might ever lead to solemn, deep, and earnest thoughts
In the words of an English poet—

“ Liftit gently to the steeple,
Let our bell be set 011 high;
There fulfil its daily mission
Midway ‘twixt the earth and sky,T’

The hymn, 10 Lord of heaven, and earth, and sea,” having been sung,
the Benediction was pronounced, and the clergy left the church in procession
whilst the congregation were singing the hymn, ‘Jerusalem the golden.’

The Rev. M. Matthew entertained the clergy and other gentlemen to
luncheon after the service, and a dinner was provided for the ringers and the
workmen at the Bell Inn during the afternoon.—Local Paper.

The First Peal of Grandsire Triples.

Sir,—If you can afford me space for a few concluding remarks on this
subject, I shall feel obliged by the insertion ofthe following.

I would again observe, (I,) that nearly all our early records of peals are
given under the names of their authors; (2,) that at the period in
question the ringers were as capable of judging rightly the merits of
a peal, and as honest in their records, as those of the present day;
(3,) that on the production of Holt’s first peal there was a pretty general
condemnation of all former peals, on account of tire introduction of foreign
calls, or departure from the method; (I,) that to revive the question and
condemn all the early-recorded peals but the Norwich one, even admitting the
peal found in Dr. Mason’s MSS. to he the peal rung at Norwich (of which
there is no more proof than that the other peals were not equally as good),
would be most ungenerous; and believingas | do that the peals rung and re-
corded were at the time the best attainable, and probably tme (as non-
repeating), should, without evidence to the contrary, be accepted as such, and
allowed to stand as recorded; in which case, as far as is shown, the coveted
honour fairly belongs to the extinct Society of London Scholars.

10 Morrice Square, Devonport. W. Banister.

Yorkshire Association of Change-ringers.

F or several years quarterly meetings of Change-ringers have been held, in
rotation, at different towns in Yorkshire ; but during the course of last year
steps were taken to form a regular Society, which should have for its object
the advancement of change-ringing generally, and especially the promotion
of peal-ringing. Under the title of ‘The Yorkshire Association of Change-
ringers,” this Society was formally constituted at the Birstall meeting, on
October 30th, last year, when it was decided ‘ That, to be eligible for election,
each candidate must have rung at least 720 changes.” A code of rules was
also passed, and the following officers elected to serve during the following
year:—President, J. W. Snowdon, llkley ; Vice Presidents, C. JacksOD, Hull,
and W. H. Howard, York; Stewards, W. Pawson and T. Lockwood, Leeds;
Hon. Treasurer, R. Tuke, llkley ; Hon. Secretary, W. W hitaker, Leeds ; Com-
mittee—T. Clark, Sharow; H. Hubbard, jun., Leeds ; J. Lockwood, Leeds ;
J. Buckley, Earlsheaton ; J. Strodder, Ripon ; and J. Harrison, Holheck.
Since the formation of the Society eight peals have been recorded, the last of
which was rung hy eight of the officers on Saturday morning, January 1st, at
Guiseley, near Leeds, at which place the January quarterly meeting took
place on the same day. There were a large muster of ringers, and many
touches were rung on the bells : at two o’clock a committee meeting was held,
and at five the general meeting took place, when it was decid- d to hold the
April meeting at Sharow, near Itipon. It was also determined that, in con-
sequence of the first Saturday in April falling during the season of Lent, the
date of the Sharow meeting be fixed for the 22nd of April. A vote of thanks
to the Rector for the use of the bells, and to the Guiseley ringers for their
generous hospitality, concluded the proceedings.— Reported.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association at Guiseley.

On Saturday morning, January 1st, the following eight of the officers of
the Yorkshire Association of Ghange-ringers rang on the bells of St. Oswald’,
Guiseley, near Leeds, 5088 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major, in 3 hrs.
7 mins.":—W. Pawson, Leeds, treble; T. Lockwood, Leeds, 2nd ; J. Lock-
wood, Leeds, 3rd ; R. Tuke, llkley, 4th ; H. Hubbard, junr., Leeds. 5th ; W.
W hitaker, Leeds, 6th; J. Buckley, Earlsheaton, 7th ; J. W. Snowdon, llkley,
tenor. The peal, which has the 6th, its extent, wrong and right in 5-0, was
composed by D. Woods and conducted hy J. IV. Snowdon, President of the
Association. Weight of tenor, 10J cwt.; key of G.—Reported.

St. Peter’s, Coggeshall, Essex.

On New-years Eve, according to annual custom, a service, consisting of
full-choral evensong, was held at the parish church at half-past eleven p.m.
Before the service the hells rang out a mournful peal, with clappers deeply
muffled, as a tribute to the dying year. After the Third Collect the hour of
twelve was struck upon the tenor (.there being no clock), after which a pause
was made for silent prayer. At the conclusion of the service, the mufflers
being removed, the ringers rang a short touch of Plain Bob, to speed the
large congregation home and to welcome in the New Year. Tenorin F; weight,
20 cwt.—Reported.

Firing Bells.

In answer to ‘F. G. B.”there is no rule nor custom aboutit; itis a had
custom, confined to some localities. There is no music nor science in it, and
it should he discouraged as an uproarious use of church bells. It is an
annoyance to the neighbours and damaging to the beil-gear. On the
opening of a new ring a peal is sometimes finished with a few volleys—

quite enough, and more than enough, for true lovers of bell-music. By all
means stop it.
Received:—I). Jordan; Young Cumberland; Tim Bobbin T. S. Pritchett.

A. Maccy—your peal tvas inserted last week.
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Ringing’ at Hanmer, Flintshire, and Malpas, Cheshire.

A shout time ago the young ringers of Hanmer, by the liberality of the
Hon. Henrietta Kenyon, had the advantage of having Mr. J. R. Haworth, an
experienced member of the Ancient Society of College Youths, amongst
them. Although the visit was a short one, there was a great improvement in
the striking, the management ofthe beils, the leads, &c., and the foundation laid
for change-ringing. The Vicar, the Rev. M. H. Lee, M.A,, takes a great
interest in the ringing and ringers.

By desire of the Rector, the Hon. and Rev. T. W. lvenyon, M.A., Mr.
Haworth visited Malpas, where at one time there were change-ringers; many
of them have passed away, but it is hoped that the example and advice of the
London ringer will incite the young men to advance in the pleasing and
honourable art of change-ringing. One fact connected with Malpas must be
gratifying to all College Youths, as it is not generally known that the church
contains the chapel of the Brereton family, with the recumbent figures of the
ancestors (from the date 1622, probably the father and mother) of one of the
first members of the College Youths, the annals of the Company stating that
the Society was founded by Lord Brereton and Sir CIiff Clifton in 1037.—
Communicated.

Length of Time v. Weight of Bells.

Sib,—1 have attentively read the excellent and valuable sermon preached
at Bishop's Lydeard, as reported in your Church Bells of Saturday week; and 1
think that such remarks from such a quarter are of great value, and will
encourage the ringing of other long peals, long contemplated. With the
same object in view | beg,sir, to call your attention to a very able performance
many years ago—no doubt, I think, unknown to many of your readers ; but,
when brought to view I am not sure that it does not, in some respects, eclipse
those excellent performances mentioned in the sermon referred to above. |
allude to a peal of 12,000 changes, rung on the method of Oxford Treble Bob,
and recorded in the books of the London Cumberland Society. But | take the
following from the Clavis :—*“It was performed byten of the Society of Cum-
berland Youths, at St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch, on Saturday, the 27th of March,
1781, in Ohrs. 5mins., being the longest time that ever one set of men stood to
ring without rest.1 Ofcourse we know the latter part of this to be now incorrect;
hutwliat I have stated will he found by the following particulars of the weight
oi the tenors of the different peals, with time occupied in ringing them, under
distinct heads, that the facts may speak for themselves :—

Bethnal Green Peal, 0 hrs. 12 mins.; weight of tenor, 13 cwt.
Earlsheaton ., 0, 30 " . 15
Shoreditch a9, 5 ., . . 30

Young Cumberland.

Change-ringing at Poriock, Somerset.

At last we are able to record a performance from this youthful Society.
On the Feast of St. John, 1875, they rang their first true and complete peal of
120 Grandsirc Doubles. The band were :—The Rev. R.H. D. Troyte, treble;
W. Quartley, 2nd; C. Pearce, 3rd; T. Cooksely, 4th; J. Huish, tenor. Con-
ducted by the Rev. R. H. D. Troyte. It will, perhaps, he remembered by
regular readers of Church Bells, that a Guild was formed here at Easter, in
1874; hut until lately not much progress had been made, owing to the fact
that two very promising young members left the place, and so two more had
to be brought on. Another disadvantage which they had to contend with
was the absence of a sixth bell in the steeple, which makes it much more
difficult for young hands. They have, now, however, by perseverance con-
quered these difficulties; and we hope soon to record the addition of a new
bell, and further progress on the part of the young Guild. The ringing
on the above occasion reflects very great credit on those concerned, as the
striking was good throughout, and it was only the second time they had ever
tried making hobs and singles in the steeple. After the 120 they rang other
short touches, with J. Huish atthe 4th and R. Burgess at the tenor.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Burslem, Staffordshire.

On Thursday, the 1Gtli December, 1875, the following ringers of the Old
Parish Church of St. John’s rang a true and complete peal of Grandsire
Minor, consisting of 720 changes, in 27 mins.:—S. Windsor, treble; H.
Humphries, 2nd; J. Gifford, 3rd; S. Brown, 4th; J. Hulme, 5th; R. Perry,
tenor. Conducted by R. Perry, late conductor of Stafford. This is believed
to be the first peal of minor rung in the Potteries.—Reported.

Ringing at King’s Norton, Worcestershire.

On Saturday, Dec. 18th, the following members of the King's Norton
Amateur Society of Change-ringers rang at St. Mary’s, Selly Oak, a peal of
720 Grandsire Minor .—A. E. Cliilee,treble ; A.Pritchett,2nd;”J. Hunter, 3rd;
W. Palmer, 4th; W. Pritchett, 5th; J. S. Pritchett, tenor. Also the same
band, with the substitution of W. Cooks for W. Palmer, rang at Redditch, on
Monday, Dec. 27th, the first peal of Grandsire Minor attempted since the
opening of the bells in 1857. The first peal was conducted by W. Pritchett;
the latter by J. S. Pritchett, member of the Ancient Society of College I'ouths.
Several 120’ (Stedman’s) were also rung at the former place. The members
of this Society are all youths under the age of 21, who, having surmounted
the obstacles placed in their way and the ridicule cast upon them by the
round-ringers of the neighbourhood, are at last beginning to derive that
pleasure from its exercise which is the sure reward of perseverance in the
art of change-ringing.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Birstall, Yorkshire.
Onthe morning of Christmas Day the Society of Change-ringers belonging
to the parish church met in the tower and rang a date touch of 187D changes
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of Kent Treble Boh. Time, 1 hr. 8 mins. The ringers were stationed as
follows:—W. H. Crossby, treble; F. Crowther, 2nd; G. Thornton, 3rd; H.
Dodson, 4th; W. Stainthorpe, 5th ; W. Elliott, 6th ; E. T. Jowitt, 7th; J. Dick-
son, tenor. Composed and conducted by J. Dixon. Weight oftenor, 20 cwt.
—Reported.

Change-ringing at St. Alban’s Abbey, Herts.

On Monday, 27th Dec., eight members of the Ancient Society of College
Youths rang for 3 hrs. 12 mins. over 5000 changes of Grandsire Triples
in a masterly style; by a slight accident they did not complete the peal of
5040 changes, which would only have taken a few minutes more. The band
was stationed as follows:— H. Haley, treble; H. Lewis, St. Alban’s, 2nd;
J. R. Haworth, 3rd; J. Mash, 4th; J. Petit, 5th; G. Muskett, 6th; M. A.
Wood, 7th; H. Younger, St. Alban’s, 8th. We may add that Mr. Henry
Lewis is endeavouring to secure for St. Alban’s a band of cbange-ringers,
and has engaged the services of Mr. J. R. Haworth to assist him in his
undertaking, and any subscriptions will be thankfully received in aid of the
above Society. Itis 110 years since the peal of Boh Major was rung on the
Abbey bells.—Local Paper.

Change-ringing at Appleton, Berks.

On Monday, Dec. 27th, 1875, ten members of the Appleton Society of
Change-riDgers rang a true and complete peal of Grandsire Caters, containing
5021 changes, in 3 hrs. 25 mins. The ringers were :(—S. White, treble ; A.
White, 2nd ; J. Newman, 3rd ; W. Bennett, 4th ; B. Barrett, Oth; Rev.F.
E. Robinson, 6th ; G. Holifield, 7th ; F. White, 8th ; H. Woodwards, 9th ;
T. Bennett, tenor. Composed by J. Cox, London, and conducted by F.
White, Appleton. Wi ith the oth and Oth behind the 9th.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Ashtead Parish Church, Surrey.

On Monday, Dee. 27th, 1875, a mixed company from Dorking, Leather-
head, Ashtead, and Epsom, rang a true and complete peal of Grandsire
Triples, consisting of 5040 changes, and'containing 144 bobs and 94 singles.
It was composed and conducted by Mr. C. Boxall of Dorking, and completed
in 3 hrs. 7 mins. by the following persons:— H. Sayer, treble (his first
peal); J. Wyatt, 2nd; T. Gadd, jun., 3rd; H. Henden, 4th; R. Harden, 5tli;
C. Boxall, 6th; S. Brooker, 7th; C. Dudley, tenor. There were also a few
touches of Stedman’s and Union Triples rung afterwards.—Reported.

Oxford Society of Change-ringers.

On Monday, Dec. 27th, 1875, the following members of the above Society
visited Colne St. Aldwyn, Gloucestershire, and rang at the parish church
Tharstan’s peal of Stedman’s Triples, containing 504U changes, in 2 hr.-. 54
mins..—0. Hounslow, treble; R. Annis, 2nd ; F. Williamson, 3rd ; Il. Jana-
way, 4th ; W. Smith, 5tli; J. Field, 6th; E. Harrison, 7th; J. Kitchener,
Colne, tenor. Conducted by J. Field. Weight of tenor, 9 cwt.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Gloucester.

On Tuesday, Dec. 28th, eight members of the Ancient Society of College
and Crypt Youths rang at St. Mary-de-Crypt, in this city, a true and complete
peal of Grandsire Triples, consisting of 5040 changes, and containing 194 bobs
and 46 singles. The bells were well struck and brought round in 2 hrs. 49
mins. The ringers were —J. Thomas, treble; D. Ellis, 2nd; W. Bowers, 3rd;
J. Clarke, 4th ; J. Gough, 5th ; T. Belcher, 6th ; G. Wanklin, 7th; P. Preedy,
tenor. The peal was conducted by T. Belcher.—Reported.

Ringing at St. Margaret’s Church, Ockley, Surrey.

On Wednesday evening, Dec. 29,1875, five members of the Capel Society,
with one from Ockley, rang two true and complete peals of 720 changes of
Grandsire Minor, in 51 mins.; the firstwith 34 bobs and 2 singles, the second
with 38 bobs and 22 singles. The riDgers stood thus :(—H. Booker, treble;
G. Holloway, 2nd; W. Bishop, 3rd; G. Mills, 4th; E. Jordan, 5th; D.
Jordan, tenor. Conducted by D. Jordan. Weight of tenor, 16 cwt.—Reported.

New Bells and Change-ringing at Llanstephan, Carmarthenshire,
South W ales.

On Friday, the 31st of Dec. last, eight members of the Ancient Society of
College Youths (established 1037) had the honour of being invited to open
the ring of eight bells at the village church of St. Stephen, Llanstephan, by
Henry Parnall, Esq., the restorer of the church and the donor of the bells.
They rang the old year out, and the new year was ushered in with well-struck
change-ringing. On New-year’s Day Holt's one-part peal of Grandsire
Triples, containing 5040 chaDges, was rung in 2 hrs. 50 mins. by the fol-
lowing members:—H. Haley, sen., treble ; J. R. Haworth, 2nd; G. Ferris,
3rd; W. Cooter, 4th; W. Jones, 5th; M. A. Wood, 6th; M. Hayes, 7th;
W. Greenleaf, tenor. Conducted by Mr. Haley. On Sunday the College
Youths rang at the commencement of the three services, which was highly
appreciated. Before leaving Llanstephan they rang the hand-bells at the
houses of several of the gentry, all of whom expressed themselves much
pleased with the music of the bells. This musical ring of eight hells is from
Mears and Stainbank, London. Tenor, 12J cwt.—Reported.

Date Touch at Lindley, Yorkshire.

On Saturday, January 1, five of the Lindiey Society of Change-ringers,
assisted by Messrs. llaigh, Sykes, and Stead, of Huddersfield, met in the
belfry of St. Stephen's Church, Lindley, and rang a touch of 1876 changes of
Kent" Treble Bob Major, with the sixth hell at home the last fou <ourses,
completed in 1 hr. and 10 mins. The ringers were :—A. Bottomley, Lindley,
treble; T. Haigh, Huddersfield, 2nd ; A. Sykes, Huddersfield, 3rJ : T. Stead,
Huddersfield, 4th; J. Mallinson, Lindley, 5th; D. Haigh, Lindley, 6th;
T. Barton, Lindley, 7th ; A. Wilkinson, Lindley, tenor. Composed and con-
ducted by T. Haigh. Weight of tenor 181 cwt.—-Report- d.

Received:—E. Hyder; Jasper Snowdon; Young Cumberland; and several others,
omitted for want of space.
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First True Peal of Grandsire Triples.

Sib,— As | to some extent opened this discussion, | beg you will allow me
to say a few words more on the same subject, and to thank Mr. Snowdon for
liis very excellent expositions of bell-ringing generally.

First, under the above head, | will accept the statement, made by ‘ Old
College Youth,” iliat uth-place Bobs in Grandsire ‘create a jumble,” from
which | will try and produce harmony. Now' | beg to call your attention
to the well-known method of Grandsire Doubles, 01- “Grandsire on five bells;’
for, in order to produce the 120 changes on these five bells, there must be
used what is well known by the term ‘single,” which simply means that only
two bells change places instead of four bells— hence the term ‘double;’
consequently, the whole peal is not doubles, hut singles and doubles. But,
with respect to Grandsire Triples, the converse is the case; for the whole
5010 changes can be produced in continuous triple successions. Now, these
peals of 5010 continuous triple changes are produced by means of 15th’
instead of ‘3rd'place Bobs,which, to some ringers, do not appear Grand-
sire.  We have other peals of 5010 changes produced by means of doubles,
which, to other ringers, do not appear triples; even all the reassuring in
the world will not make triples’ changes doubles —for that, of course, is
impossible; consequently, if 5th-place Bobs cannot be admitted as Grandsire,
| fear we shall find ourselves minus a ‘peal ’of Grandsire Triples.

But let us go a little farther, and see what we can do. We will look over
the Instruetion-books — and first, the Claus—and what do we find? why,
certainly, nothing against 5th-place Bobs, or doubles for triples, but all that
is required in favour of such places, and condemning all peals hitherto rung
on the ground of being ‘false only for the book positively asserts that Mr.
Holt's peal is the first true peal of '‘Grandsire Triples.

Next, we will look at Shipway, and with results more in our favour; for
this author has composed a peal of continuous triple changes, and by the
very means of Dth-place bobs, and which is placed in the Cumberland Society’s
Peal-book, which shows that this has been ‘not long since’ recognised.
Again, Mr. Hubbard, although he has no peal of continuous triple changes
in his work, has placed Holt’s ten-part peal there as Grandsire Triples, and
thereby recognises 3rd, 4th, 5th, and Gth places. And now we come to Mr.
W. Banister’s book, and here we have the whole of these objectionable places
and terms acknowledged, with the mention, in connexion with Holt's Original,
that it is believed to be the firsttrue peal of Grandsire Triples ever composed.

And, lastly, we will look over the Circular issued by Mr. Holt, in which
he asks assistance of brethren in the art; and to gain this assistance, which
of his works has this excellent author put forward as a result of his labours ?
Why, his ‘six-part and ten-part peal’of Grandsire Triples, and not even a
mention of the peal known as his Originall Now Mr. Banister mentions
what ho calls ‘a condemnation statement.” Is it to be found? Certainly |
have not seen it. The only thing | can take it from is the note at the end
of Holt's Original in the Clavis; but nothing is there about calls foreign to
the method. Mr. Banister also strengthens his statement by reference to
the letter of the Norwich men to Dr. Mason, concerning the Broad Sheet;
but I fail to see the point: yet 1 do see, as evidently the Norwich men saw,
that assisting Mr. Holt wouid be suicidal on their part, as no doubt they con-
sidered that Holt’s peals contained the very things objected to in the peal by
Garthorii. And | have not the slightest doubt that Air. Holt regarded
the whole-of his peals in the same light as to ‘truth,” but in other respects
little better than previous productions. The principal thing in which he
excelled other authors, | think, is simplicity; for his ten-part peal is so
simple, yet so excellent, that he deserves all the praise that can be given
him. This, no doubt, he saw, and that is why the Original is not mentioned
in the Circular ; for certainly no one understood these nice distinctions better
than Mr. Holt, who never intended asking for support on inferior peals and
keeping the best in his pocket. Certainly not; he was too good a general
for that, undoubtedly.

And now, sir, in conclusion, | think enough has been shown that the
different Instruction-books do not object to place-making beyond 3rd place,
and that they certainly do recognise doubles for triples. Consequently, | think
the better way is to let these peals remain as we find them; and as the truth
of the Norwich peal has now been proved beyond doubt, I acknowledge it, and
say that the first true peal of Grandsire Triples was composed by John Gar-
thorn ; still, some may say that 5th-plaee bobs are Union Triples, and my
reply is, Who knows that Union Triples may not be taken from Garthorn's
Peal of Grandsire Triples?

| think it very curious that, although Mr. Holt was a member of the
Society of College Youths, they did notrecord a peal of Grandsire Triples
until the year 1791, twenty years after the production of the Original.

YOUNG CUHBEBLAUD.
Royal Cumberlands.

giu,-—My attention has been called to the letter of Mr. Banister in
Church Bells of January 8th, and | am requested respectfully to inform
Mr. B. that he is thought to be incorrect in using the words, Now extinct
Society of London Scholars,” as the Cumberland Society claim that title
through the following circumstances:—In the forepart of the 18th century
some members of the Society of Loudon Scholars met at Shoreditch church,
and on the bells rang some merry peals in honour to the public entrance into
London of H.R.H. the Duke of Cumberland. In commemoration of this
event an appropriate medal was presented to that Society, on which, enameled
in gold, is a likeness of the Royal Duke mounted. And, Sir, 011 receipt of
this medal the members of that Society changed their title, and called them-
selves * Cumberland Youths,” by which the Society is still known, and who are
yet in possession of the medal, which is generally used to adorn the breast of
the minister on festive occasions. And hence, Sir, the not-olten-used title
of ‘Royal Cumberlands.1 Il. Dains, Hon. Sec.

Church Bells. 9i

Another Ringers’ Farce for a Publican’s Benefit at Ashreiney,
Devon.

A emend has sent us alocal paper, in which it is recorded that on Tuesday,
the 7th inst., one of these farces for which the county has long been notorious
took place. We reproduce itin our columns,that our scientific readers may have
a good laugh at the idea of seven hands pulling ups and downs, and rounds
and rounds, for GZ 10s.! After which the publican, as is always the case,
comes in for the lion’s share, as he catered for seventy hearty visitors, the
National Schoolroom having been lent to him for the occasion. We look upon
such uses of the church bells as a prostitution of the goods of the Church,
provided and set up for other purposes; and we lay the whole blame on the
Parson and Churchwardens for consenting, after the outspoken disapproba-
tion lately expressed by the Archdeacons of Devon in their late Charges.
They surely required very little pluck to say, We won’t allow any such thing |
mEu.

Glemsford Delight.

Snt,—Seeing in Church Bells, Saturday, Dec. 11, that the Glemsford Society
of Change-ringers rang a peal of 720 changes of Glemsford Delight, and that
the peal was composed and conducted by S. Slater of Glemsford, and that it
was proved hy Jasper W, Snowdon, Esq., of the Ilkley Amateur Society of
Cbange-ringers, to he correct; | wish to say that | fail to find it a true peal.
It is very false. Neither do | believe that a six-part peal with bobs and two
singles only ever can be obtained. Sir, there has been a long controversy
about false peals of late, and it seems quite clear that we in the nineteenth
century are not quite perfect. E. Hydee.

Aldington, Hythe, Kent.

Change-ringing, Nutfield, Surrey.

Ox Thursday evening, November 18th, the Nutfield Society of Ringers
rang, at the parish church, apeal of Grandsire Minor, containing 730 changes,
with 38 bobs and 22 singles, it being the first peal of Grandsire Minor without
a plain lead ever known to have been rung on these hells. The ringers
were:—C. Sendall, treble; J. Scarlet, 2nd; J. Bone, 3rd; T. Fuller, 4th;
W. Potter, 5th; W. Webb, tenor. Also, on Thursday evening, December
23rd, they rang 720 changes of plain Bob Minor, with 26 singles. This peal
was never known to have been rung on these bells before with this number of
singles. The ringers were :—T. Bryant, treble ; J. Scarlet, 2nd ; E. Fuller,
3rd; T. Fuller, 4th; J. Bone, 5th; W. Webb, Tenor. And on Thursday
evening, January Gth, they rang 720 changes of Oxford Treble Bob, with 15
bobs. The ringers on this occasion were the same. Conducted by W. Webb.
—Reported.

Change-ringing at Benington, Herts.

Ox Tuesday evening, Dec. 28th, the undermentioned members of the
Benington Ringing Society rang a select composition of London Surprise
Major, consisting of 1344 changes, and containing fifteen bobs, being the
full extern of calling in this most intricate and amusing method, and was
completed in excellent style. N. Warner, treble ; John Kitchener, 2nd ; L.
Proctor, 3rd; S. Page, 4th; J. Kitchener, 5th; L. Chapman, Gth; C. Sham-
broob, 7th; T. Page, tenor.

On Friday, Dec. 31st, the Benington Society of Change-ringers met in
their steeple and rang a touch in that most melodious of all methods,
Superlative Surprise Major, in excellent style, containing fifteen liobs.
This first-class production consisted of 1344 changes. This performance
was considered by several amateurs who heard it to have been a very ex-
cellent performance. N. Warner, treble; J. Kitchener, 2nd; L. Proctor, 3rd ;
L. Chapman, 4th ; S. Page, 5th ; Joseph Kitchener, Gth; C. Shambrook, 7th ;
T. Page, tenor. The above performances were ably conducted by Mr. Thos.
Page.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Birstall, Yorkshire.

On New-year’s Eve, the Society of Change-ringers belonging to the parish
church met in the belfry and brought the old year to a close, and entered
upon the new one by ringing a date touch of 187G Kent Treble Bob Method,
in 1 hr. 11 mins. The ringers were :— W. Il. Crossley, treble ; F. Crowther,
2nd; G. Thornton, 3rd; H. Dodson, 4th; W. Stainthorpe, 5th; W. Elliott,
Ct-h; E. T. Jowitt, 7th; J. Dixon, tenor. Composed uy J. Dixon, and con-
ducted by H. Dodson,—Reported.

Uploman, Devon.—Recognition of a Ringer’s Services.

On New-year’s Eve, before ringing the old year out, the membeis of the
Uploman Society of Change-ringers presented their conductor, Mr. E. C.
Merson, with a neatly-bound copy of Walsham How’s Commentary on the
Gospels and Epistles, in acknowledgment of his skill and patience in training
and conducting them. The books were presented by the Rector, who is one
of the ringers.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Steyning, Sussex.

On New-year’s Day the Capel ringers, with a few friends, visited Steyning,
and rang several touches in the Oxford Bob and Court Bob methods. The
peal of Oxford Bob, composed and called, with 20 singles, by Il. Burstow of
Horsham, was rung by the following persons:—G. Holloway, Cape], treble;
J. Worsfold, Rusper, 2nd; E. Jordan, Capel, 3rd; G. Mills, Capel, 4th;
D. Jordan, Capel, 5th; H. Burstow, Horsham, tenor. The touch of Court
Bob, was the first ever rung at Steyning in that method. It was composed
and called, with 24 singles, by H. Burstow, and was rung in 25 mins. by the
following:—G. Holloway, Capel, treble; A. Tidy, Capel, 2nd; E. Jordan,
Capel, 3rd; G. Mills, Capel, 4th; G. Rapley, Itchingfield, 5th: H. Burstow,
Horsham, tenor. Tue Steyning ringers and their visitors dined together ill
the evening; and afterwards both parties gave some display of their skill in
hand-bell ringing.—Reported.

Received.—A1l Aggrieved Composer; J. Snowdon: Bo

S. Marsh ; and others.

Major; J. R. Pritcliard;
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CORRESPONDENCE.

The Burial Bill.

Sir,—It seems impossible to suppose that any Bill will pass through
Parliament which shall give any one a right to hold a service in ground given
for Church of England purposes only. And be it remembered that our church-
yards are not the results of purchase by rates, but are almost all of them the
gifts of the owners of the soil for Church of England purposes alone. There
are some hundreds of churchyards in England which are the gifts of living
men, who are ready to declare, if asked, that they gave the land for the pur-
poses of the Church, and would not have done so if they had had the least
suspicion that the Legislature would not have continued the land to the
purposes for which they gave it, and to no other purpose.

But there is one argument used upon this subject which is hardly correct.
It is, that in inclement weather the church will he asked for, and presently
demanded. And of this there is little doubt. Dissenters will stop at nothing
that can injure the Church, and it is plain that some of them would not
hesitate to imperil all Christianity, if only they can reduce the Church. But
grant that the weather is inclement, of what avail would the church be ?

The claim of the Nonconformist is, that he will not he contented with a
silent funeral at the grave. He can now do anything he likes at the house,
or the meeting-house, but cannot be contented (like the Presbyterian in
Scotland) to then place the corpse quietly in the grave. Well, then, suppose
him to get his own way in this particular (and English Governments truckle
not a little to Papists and Dissenters), and to arrive at the Church’s burial-
yard with an Act of Parliament Warrant to go where certainly no sense of
justice would allow him, there to bury the dead, just as a storm descended,—
what then ? Why, he can make his service as short as he chooses, and
decamp ! Who ever heard of a clergyman omitting any portion of the long
out-of-doors part of the Burial Office by reason of the weather ? They simply
take the weather as it comes, and perform the required ceremony alike for
rich and poor, old and young, and are often exposed, with the mourners, to
terrible storms. Butthey do not omit the office. They go to the grave what-
ever the weather be, and there perform all that is required ; and as for taking
refuge in church, it is never done. So that the argument of wanting our
churches hy reason of the weather is certainly a very empty one. T.H.E.

Gradual Extinction of Religious Schools.

Sir,—You have always advocated the propriety of dealing with the Educa-
tion Act upon broad and honest principles, in the hope that it would be found
to work better as it was better understood. In the large parish to which I
belong the Church is educating three-fourths of the children well. But a
School Board is upon us, being linked on to a place where the educational
provision is small. Now this Board proceeds to pay much larger salaries
than our managers can afford, because the Board falls back on the rates for
any deficiency; while we have no such resources, and subscribers are un-
willing to increase their donations, knowing that heavy school-rates must be
paid to the Board also. Our teachers have a right to plead that they work
quite as hard for Governmental requirements as the teachers in Board Schools
(and earn better grants), and that our managers demand thoroughly religious
teaching, which is tested by two examinations yearly.

But we are helpless. Our funds are very low, and no resource appears.
We shall be compelled to close our schools, and the Board will have to build
very large erections, as we shall use onr buildings for other purposes, to
supply the deficiency thus created. And thus Christians are being compelled
to provide schools, which their consciences know are not proper schools, by
which their own religious schools must be ultimately closed! And this in
the name of Liberal sentiments !

Now, sir, | ask you to suggest the remedy! | see none; and believe that,
unless speedily altered, the Education Act, as now existing, will be the ruin
of England. A School Manager.

St. Andrew’s W aterside Church Mission.

Sir—I1 think that many of the readers of Church Bells will be glad to
hear, that on closing accounts for 1875 we find that the St. Andrew’s W ater-
side Church Mission has made up and despatched above 300 libraries for
ships sailing from London during the year; most of these have also been
supplied with books for service, and as this is all in addition to the daily
distribution when the mission clergy are visiting, and to the supply of the
different stations abroad, as well as large grants to emigrants, the year has
been averyremarkable one. Bestthanks are due to the Society for Promoting
Christian Knowledge for help given, especially in supplying Bibles and
Prayer-books. Our monthly average of arrivals has been about 1500 volumes,
exclusive of magazines, &c. The officers in general report favourably of the
work and its effect upon the men. There is little doubt that much depends
upon the officers themselves, therefore it is important that, by the visits of
the clergy, the influence of the Church through the officers shall be fully
maintained, and their interest in the highestwelfare of the crew be quickened.
Packages of books and magazines are now received at Suffolk House, Victoria
Docks, and at St. Luke’s Vicarage, Millwall, as well as at the Mission House,
Gravesend, and will be thankfully acknowledged. John Scarth, Hon. Sec,

Gravesend, Jan. il.

Gregorian Festival.

Sib,—1 hope your readers will support Major Heales in his endeavour to
set forth before the Church the aims of the Gregorian Choral Association in
their true light. If the annual gathering is to give merely a musical festival,
and to show how efficiently this class of music may he performed, or how at-
tractive it may be made, then the reservation of seats for the audience maybe
not only pardonable, hut the right course to pursue. If, however, itisto prove
«—as | conceive it to be—the superiority of this class of music for devotional
purposes over that which is commonly regarded as undeniably a superior
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vehicle for musical display,—then let us have it freed from those obnoxious
associations which are hardly separable from the system of appropriation
under the circumstances of the case. William White, P.S. A
Sir,—1 shall feel obliged if you will allow me to acknowledge, with our best
thanks, the receipt for the Smack-boys’ Home at Great Yarmouth, of 2s. from
Moreton-in-Marsh, and of 51, from ‘A Header of Church Bells,” sent to our
Hon. Treasurer, B. A. J. Palgrave, Esq. We are very grateful for any help.
The Vicarage, Great Yarmouth. George Venables.

NOTES AND QUERIES.

Queries and Answers.

Sir,—Will any of your readers who possess a good, soft, sweetly-flowing
tune to Hymn 157 (Hymns A. d M.), send it to me? | will send a very fine
L. M. tune in return. Alfred Potter.

Keyworth Rectory, Nottingham.

Can any one recommend to M. N., a book on Church Embroidery, with
plain directions for working ? The one by Anastasia Dolby is out of print.

Sir,—Will any of your readers kindly oblige me with a list of the
different Societies which assist, hy grants of money, the building, restoration,
or enlargement of churches ? T. J. M.

[Incorporated Church Building Society, 7 Whitehall, SSW.—Ed.]

Sir —W hat is the law of ‘ Terriers,”and where is it to be found ? | fail to
find the word even in the Index of Phillimore, or Cripps, or Dale. B.

Sir,—In reply to ‘E. It. E.”permit me to refer him to the following;.—
For ‘Prayers for the Dead’ see the Church of England Homily on Prayer
(Prayer-book and Homily Society) which may be procured for a few pence.
For 1Bight Proportion of Income, &c.” see the publications of the Systematic
Beneficence Society. For ‘Eternal Punishment,” see The Doctrines of Anni-
hilation anil Universalism tested by Holy Scripture (Partridge, 1d.). Also,
Eternal Sufferings of the Wicked, by B. Govett (Nisbet & Co. Gd.).

Id reply to 1C. M. N.” permit me to observe that very many of our ancient
Christmas customs are undoubtedly derived from the New-year’s customs of
heathenism: see Brand’s Popular Antiquities; Wm. Hone’s Every-day Book.
and Year Book; The Christmas Book (12mo. London, 1859) ; History of the
Christmas Festival (12mo. Westminster, 1843); also, Smith’s Dictionary of
Antiquities, art. “Saturnalia.” The decorating of our churches and dwelling-
houses with mistletoe is derived from the Druids. Laurel was deemed by the
Romans an emblem atpurity, Daphne having been transformed into a laurel
bush in answer to her cries for deliverance when escaping from Apollo. It
is said that Alfred the Great decorated the English churches with it when
they were purified from Danish pollutions. J. G. Dixon.

The Teacher’s Office.

In answer to a correspondent in October, the Author of the leaflet, Desirest
thou a Teacher’s Workl may be communicated with as ‘S. W.,' 14 Regent
Street, Nottingham. The writer would be glad to hear of any way of making
the lines useful, as it is many years since their publication.

The Teacher's Office is published hy Jackson and Walford, St. Paul’s
Churchyard, at Is. Gd. for 25.

‘W.J. A —One volume hy A.E. Il., is called Dies Panis. We do not
remember the publishermbut it and another volume have been reviewed in
Church Bells, and by referring to back numbers you can obtain the informa-
tion you want.

Sir,—In reply to 1Vicar’s ’inquiry, still-born children are registered along
the margin of the ordinary Register of Burials in this parish.

Barnoldswick.

‘Anxious’ had better ask the clergyman of the church where the symbols

were seen.

‘D. H.” had better repeat his question, with his address for publication,
that the information he seeks may be sent to him direct.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

First Peal of Grandsire Triples.

Sir,—W:ill you kindly allow me to correct, through your columns, an error
of mine published in your issue of the 8th inst., and apologize to Mr. H. Dains
for having caused him the trouble of writing you upon the subject. The
name given, ‘London Scholars,” should have been 1Union Scholars.’

I would also make a short reply to ‘Young Cumberland,’if allowed the
privilege, and observe that (1.) the peal in question, notwithstanding its 5th-
place bobs, is not produced in continuous triple changes, having other calls
equally objectionable, which has been shown in your columns more than once;
(2.) the books named hy him do not advocate 5th-place bobs, and they are
only used for an exceptional purpose, viz. they produce positive evidence that
the whole 5040 collective positions are obtainable in triple changes, and that
probably they could be produced by Grandsire Bobs. | am glad to find,
however, we are agreed on one point, viz. that the Norwich Ringers of
Dr. Mason's time recognised the objectionable place-making, and would not
support Mr. Holt’s part-peals in consequence. With bestthanks for your kind
insertion of the many letters on this subject. W. Banister.

10 Morice Square, Devonport.

First True Peal of Grandsire Triples.

Sir — | desire to correct two slight errors that occur in my letter to Church
Belts of the 22nd inst., viz. in the 17th line the words, ‘even all the reassuring,
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should read, Inow all the reasoning,” ire.; and in the 8th line from the end
the 11 *should bo removed, and it will read as | intended, thus—*and as the
truth of the Norwich peal has now been proved beyond doubt, acknowledge
it,” &o. Y oung Cumberland.
Change-ringing at Otley, Yorkshire.

On Saturday, Jan. I,the Society of Change-ringers belonging to Birstall
met in the belfry of the parish church, Otley, and rang a peal of Kent Treble
Hob, containing 5184 changes, in 3 hrs. 11 mins. The ringers were :(—
H. Dodson, treble; F. Crowther, 2nd; G. Thornton, 3rd; B. Parkinson, 4th
(it being liis 59th peal); W. Stainthorpe, 5th ; W. Elliott, Oth ; E. T. Jowitt,
7th; J. Dixon, tenor. Composed and conducted by E. T. Jowitt. Weight
of tenor, 16 cwt.—Reported.

Ringing at Kendal, Westmoreland.

On Monday, Jan. 3, the ringers of the parish church, Kendal, rang a peal
of Grandsire Triples, consisting of 5040 changes, in 3 hrs. 8 mins., being the
shortest time the peal has been accomplished in this tower for the last fifty
years. It was composed and conducted by James Baxter, the ringers being—
G. Jennings, treble; John Baxter, 2nd; James Baxter, 3rd; J. Braithwaite,
4th; Jacob Baxter, 5th; J. Brownrigg, 6th; W. Baxter, 7th; J. Salmon, tenor.
Weight of tenor, 25 cwt.—Reported.

Change-ringing at W alsall, Staffordshire.

On Monday, Jan. 3, ten members of the Walsall band of Change-ringers
rang at St. Matthew’s Church a true peal of Stedman’s Caters, containing
5205 changes, in 3 hrs. 23 mins., with the 5th and 6th each 24 courses behind
the 9th. The ringers were—F. Bate, of the College Youths’Society, London,
treble; J. Astbury, juu., 2nd; J. Astbury, sen., 3rd; D. Chapman, 4th;
E. Lightwood, 5th; S. Price, 6th; J. Lees, 7th; J. Westley, 8th; W. Halls-
worth, 9th; W. Bate, tenor. Composed and conducted by W. Hallsworth.
Weight of tenor, 24 cwt.; key, E flat.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Appleton, Berks.

Eight members of the Appleton Society of Change-ringers rang at the
funeral of Wm. Woodwards, aged eighty-one, with the bells muffled, a touch
of Stedman’s Triples, comprising 774 changes, viz.:—A. White, treble;
J. Newman, 2nd; G. Holsfield, 3rd; W. Bennett, 4th; Rev. E. E. Robinson,
5th; F. White, 6th; B. Barrett, 7th; T. Bennett, tenor. Conducted by
F. White. Wm. Woodwards was for many years a member of the Appleton
Change-ringing Society.—Reported.

Change-ringing by the Society of Cumberlands at Hertford.

On Tuesday, Jan. 11, ten members of this Society rang at All Saints’
Church, Hertford, 5033 changes of Caters, on Stedman’s principle, in
B hrs. 19 mins. J. Cox, treble; E. Stevenson, 2nd; L. Proctor, Esq., 3rd;
J. Kitchener, 4tli; H. llopldns, 5th; S. Page, 6th; T, Nelms, 7th; W. Hoverd,
8th ; J. Page, 9th; G. Banks, Tenor. The peal was conducted by Mr. J. Cox.
—Reported.

Ringing at Skeldergate, York.

On Wednesday evening, Jan. 12th, four members of the York branch of
the Ancient Society of College Youths met at 30 Skeldergate, York, and rang,
on eight hand-bells, Mr. Holt’s six-part peal of Grandsire Triples, containing
5940 changes, in 2 hrs. 52 mins. The ringers were :—T. Dixon, 1st and 2nd;
W. Howard, 3rd and 4th; C. Underwood, 5th and Oth ; W. Morrell, 7th and
tenor. The above peal was conducted by T. Dixon, and duly attested by
W. H. Howard, sen., this being the first peal ever rung on hand in York.—
Reported.

On Tuesday evening, the 18th, eight members of the York branch of the
Ancient Society of College Youths rang, on the bells of St. Martin’s, in Coney
Street, a peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, containing 0184 changes, in
3 hrs. 11 mins. The ringers were:—W. Bean, treble; T. Dixon, 2nd;
J. West, 3rd; W. H. Howard, 4th; W. West, Oth; W. Morrell, 6th;
W. Howard, jnn., 7th; C. Underwood, tenor. The above peal is the com-
position of Il. W. Haley of London, and was ably conducted by T. Dixon.
Weight of tenor, 15 cwt.; key F.—Reported.

Redenhall, Suffolk.

The Redenliall ringers celebrated the 140th anniversary of their Ringing
Society on January 13th, when many friends from adjacent towns met to
enjoy a pull oil these fine bells. During the day touches of Oxford Treble
Bob, Bob Major, Stechnan and Grandsire Triples, were rung, to accommodate
ringers from different places. The ringing throughout the day was of a
superior character. It is hoped all enjoyed themselves as much as they
ought.—Reported.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association at Holbeck.

On Friday, Jan. 14, eight members of the Yorkshire Association rang at
St. Matthew’s Church, Holbeck, Leeds, 5088 changes of Oxford Treble Bob
Major, in 2 hrs, 5G mins. T. Harrison, Holbeck, treble ; S. Basnett, Holbeck,
2nd; H. Moss, Holbeck, 3rd; G. Barraclough, Holbeck, 4th ; H. Hubbard,
jun., Leeds, oth ; J. W. Snowdon, llkley, 6th; T. West, Holbeek, 7th; R. Binns,
Holbeok, tenor. The peal, which is the first in the Oxford method rang by
the Association, was a variation by H. Hubbard, sen., upon one of J. Patrick’s,
and was conducted by T. West. Weight of tenor, 16 cwt.—Reported.

Ringing at Birstall, Yorkshire.

On Saturday, Jan. 15, eight members of the Yorkshire Association of
Change-ringers met in the tower of the parish church, Birstall, and rang a
peal of Kent Treble Bob, containing 5280 changes, in 3 brs. 21 mins. The
ringers were stationed as follows:—W. H. Crossley, treble; F. Crowther, 2nd;
G. Thornton, 3rd; H. Dodson, 4th; W. Stainthorp, 5th ; W. Elliott, 6th;
B. A. Dodson, 7th; J. Dixon, tenor. The above peal, which has the 5th and
6th nine times each right and wrong in 5-6, was composed and conducted by
W. H, Orossley, Weight of tenor, 1ton.—Reported.
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Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association at Shipley.

On Saturday, Jan. 15, the following members of the above Association
rang at St. Paul’s Church, Shipley, near Bradford, 5120 changes of Kent
Treble Bob Major in 3 lirs. 7 mins..—H. Hubbard, jun., Leeds, treble;
R. Tuke, llkley, 2nd; J. Lockwood, Leeds, 3rd; T. West, Holbeck, 4;
E. Snowdon, llkley, 5tli; T. Lockwood, Leeds, 6th; E. Binns, Holbeck, 7th;
J. W. Snowdon, llkley, tenor. The peal, the original peal of Treble Bob, was
conducted by J. W. Snowdon. Weight of tenor, 15 cwt.— Reported.

Change-ringing at St. Stephen’s, Rochester Row, W estminster.

On Thursday, Jan. 20, eight members of the Ancient Society of College
Youths rang at the above church a peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, containing
5088 changes, in 3 hrs. 21 mins. W. Jones, treble ; Il. Booth, 2nd; W. Cecil,
3rd; S. Reeves, 4th; R. French, 5th; F. Bate, 6th; G. Mash, 7th ; M. Hayes,
tenor. Composed by Mr. Reeves (Campanologia, 1788), and conducted by
Mr. Hayes.—Reported.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association at Ilkley.

On Saturday, Jan. 22, eight members of the Yorkshire Association of
Change-ringers rang at All Saints, llkley, 5040 changes of Kent Treble Bob
Major, in 3 lirs. 4 mins. H. Hubbard, jun., Leeds, treble ; J. C. Gill, llkley,
2nd ; T. Clark, Sharow, 3rd; R. Tuke, Ilkley, 4tli; E. Snowdon, llkley, 5th ;
J. Strodder, Ripon, 6th; J. Dixon, Birstall, 7th; J. W. Snowdon, tenor.
The peal, a one-part composition by J. Reeves, with the 6th, its extent wrong
and right in 5-6, was conducted by J. W. Snowdon. Weight of tenor, 18 cwt.
—Reported.

Change.ringing at St. Mary’s, Rotherhithe, Surrey.

On Saturday, the 22nd inst., by the permission of the Rector and Church-
wardens, eight members of the Ancient Society of College Youths rang at the
above church Holts ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples, containing 5040
changes, which occupied 2 hrs. 57mins. J. E. Haworth, treble ; G. Mash, 2nd;
W. Tanner, 3rd; S. Reeves, 4th ; M. A. Wood, 5th ; M. Hayes, 6th; H. Booth,
7th; T. Bugby, tenor. Conducted by Mr. Haworth. The last time the
Society rang a peal on the bells, before the one just completed, was on the
8th day of February, 1761; and the last rung, excepting the present one, was
in 1830, by the Deptford Company.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Farnworth, near Bolton, Lancashire.

On Saturday last, Jan. 22, a mixed band of ringers met at Farnworth
parish church and rang seven peals of Grandsire Minor of 720 changes each
in succession, making a total of 5040, conducted seven diherent ways by
H. YY. Jackson. The ringers were:—W. Jackson, 1st; H. Bentley, 2nd;
J. Tonge; H. Jackson, 4th; J. Walsh, 5th; W.Hamer, 6th. Time, 50 mins.
Weight of tenor, 9 cwt.—Reported.

Date Touches.

On Saturday evening, the 8th inst., the following ringers rang at St. Mary’s
Church, Saffron Waldon End, a touch of Bob Major, consisting of 1876 changes,
on these bells. Time, 1 hr. 16 mins.—G. Bennett, treble; J. Penning, 2nd;
C. Freeman, 3rd; C. Prior, 4th; G. Martin, 5th; H. Prior, 6th ; N. J. Pit-
stow, 7th; F. Pitstow, tenor. The above was composed and conducted by
F. Pitstow.—Reported.

On Tuesday, 11th January, a touch of Grandsire Triples, containing 1876
changes (the date of the present year), was rung at St. Mary’s Church,
Chesterfield, in 1 hr. 14 mins., by the following ringers:—E. Woodward,
Sheffield, treble; H. Nuttall,jun., Chesterfield, 2nd; 3. Goodwin, Chesterfield,
3rd; H. Ellis, Chesterfield, 4th; H. Nuttall, sen., Chesterfield, 5th;
W. S. Lomas, Sheffield, 6th; W. Ellis, Chesterfield, 7th; G. Hawley,
Sheffield, tenor. Composed by C. G. Bateman, Sheffield, and conducted by
W. S. Lomas. Weight of tenor, 24 cwt.—Reported.

On Friday evening, Jan 14, the following ringers rang at St. James’s, Hull,
East Yorkshire, a touch of Grandsire Triples, comprising 1870 changes, being
the date of the present year. They were—T. Stockdale, treble ; YY. Stickney,
2nd ; W. YVarne, 3rd; LI Jenkins, 4th; G. G. Harrison, 5th ; T. Jaekson, Oth;
C. Jackson, 7th; F. Merrison, tenor. YVeight of tenor, 15 cwt.; time, 1 hr.
5 mins. The above touch, which contains all the 7-6s and 6-7s of the full
peal of 5040 changes, was composed and conducted by C. Jackson.—Reported.

On Saturday, Jan. 15th, eight members of St. Luke’s Change-ringing
Society, Liverpool, rang at the above church a true ‘date touch,” consisting
of 1876 changes of Bob Triples, in 1 hr. 20 mins. The following were the
ringers:—S. Gough, treble; J. Moore, 2nd; E. S. Mann, 3rd; YV. G. Mann,
4th; T. Jones, 5th; T. Hammond, Oth; J. Aspinwall, 7th; J. E. Pritchard,
tenor. Composed and conducted by Mr. J. Aspinwall.—Reported.

On Saturday, Jan. 15, the following company rang at Dewsbury, Yorkshire,
1876 of Kent Treble Bob Major, in 1 hr. 8 mins. S. Smithson, treble ;
F. Bailey, 2nd; A. Sykes, 3rd; J. Hardcastle,4th; YV.Senior, oth; H. Robin-
son, 6th; J. Garforth, 7th; C. Fox, tenor. Composed by T. Haigh of
Huddersfield, and conducted by C. Fox.—Reported.

Muffled Peal.

On Saturday, Jan. 22, the Society of St. Matthew’s, Holbeck, Leeds,
assisted by two from the parish church, rang on the bells of the above church
a muffled peal, consisting of 1870 changes of Oxford Treble Bob Major, in
1 hr. 10 mins., as a last tribute of respect to their late honoured friend, Alder-
man Henry Rouland Marsden, ex-mayor of Leeds. T. Harrison, Holbeck,
treble; T. Lockwood, Leeds, 2nd; H. Moss, Holbeck, 3rd; YV. Whitaker,
Leeds, 4th; YV. Thompson, Holbeck, 5th; G. Barraclough, Holbeck, 6th ;
T. West, Holbeck, 7th; R. Binns, Holbeck, tenor. The peal was composed by
T. West, and conducted by T. Lockwood. Weight of tenor, 10 cwt.— Reported.

Notice.— YVe decline ‘“Hand-Bell Performances’ at present.

Received C. Jackson;J. Snowdon; A. P. Moore; R. Williams; G. Rushworth;
L Lomas- W. H. Crossley. Job Dunn has omitted to say who was tne Founder ot the
Bells We decline to

Our columns are full—friends are recluested to have patience.
publish any ringer as ‘A Jobber.” S, Marsh—please to send. B . Kecble—no such book.
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Government would never dream of passing such a Bill with reference to
Roman Catholic burial-grounds, because they know that the Roman Catholics
would resist it by force, even if it did pass. In fact, there would be so many
riots that the Bill would have to he repealed. | wish Churchmen would
tight for their religion with the same determination. | don’t think very much
of the wet-day argument, though it would undoubtedly be brought forward.
The main thing is, bringing the body into the church. This the Dissenters
will never give up ; consequently, if Dissenting Ministers are admitted into
our churchyards, they will certainly very soon force their way into our
churches. M. P.
Working Men at Vestry Meetings.

Sir,—In your article on ‘ The Rural Franchise in the Church,’in your last
issue, you state that yon 1wish to give him ’ (the working man) ‘a free and
open vestry.” One great hindrance to the attendance of working men at
vestry meetings is the hour at which those meetings are held. In the parish
in which | reside (and, | believe, elsewhere) vestry meetings are held in the
morning, when working men cannot attend, and, indeed, hut comparatively
few of other classes. If they were held in the evening, instead of in the
morning, it would be much more generally convenient, and a better attend,
ance of all classes might be depended upon. Working men would then have
the opportunity of putting in an appearance. Joseph Simpson.

Nevjport Pagnell, Bucks.

Birmingham Education.

Sih,—You published last week, or rather on the 21st, a capital extract
from the Literary Churchman, headed, 1The Church and Parliamentary Action,’
which | wished to appear in our local paper. But it was too good and true
for it. | am sorry to see, in an article of Saturday last, a remark of Mrs. Grey
in the lecture she gave (p. 99), where it is said that the religious difficulty, &c.
has no existence except in the Birmingham League or National Society. |
protest against the National Society being classed with the Birmingham
League. | beg to refer you to the School Guardian, Jan. 29th, for the state
of morality at Birmingham, and to an extract from the Times on the dreadful
condition of that place. It, appears to me quite on n level with the worst
parts of Ireland. And this is education ! A Subscriber.

[We did not, and do not, identify ourselves with Mrs. Grey in her views
on education, though we reported her lecture—which we thought, on the
whole, an admirable one.—En.]

NOTES AND QUERIES.

Psalm xxiii.

Sir,—| begtorefer your correspondentto Herbert’s version ofthis Psalm:—

‘The God of Love my Shepherd is,
And He that doth me feed:
If He is mine and | am His,
What can | want or need,” &c.

and to Hymn 330, Hymns A. M ., Old Edition:—

‘The King of Love my Shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never:
I nothing lack if | am His,

And Ho is mine for ever.’ DoMINUS RegiT Me.

Sir,—Can any of your readers recommend a Church School for a boy of
about five years of age, whose father is dead, and whose mother (in service
again) cannot afford more than 10/. a-year or so? | should be thankful for
information concerning a good institution for training hospital nurses. A
lady, of good education, Ac., is wishing to become a nurse; but, though I
have heard of one or two training schools, they are hardly for ladies, | think.

Preston Wynne, Hereford. Cubate.

[St. John's House, Norfolk Street, Strand; or St. Peter’s Home, Mortimer
Road, Kilburn, for Training Nurses,—Ed.]

Sie,—In answerto the inquiry respecting the publishers of Miss Hamilton’s
poems (‘E. H.”), | beg to say that the first, bearing the title of Ecce Agnus
Dei, was published by James Nisbet and Co., 21 Berners Street, 1872. The
second—Dies Panis—yras published by William McGee, 18 Nassau Street,
Dublin ; and Simpkin, Marshall, and Co., Stationers’ Hall Court, 1871. In
the middle of December, 1873—ten days before her death—1 received from
the lamented authoress a third volume, entitled Octaves; or, Thoughtsfor each
Sunday, published by McGee and Simpkin, dated 1876. | suspect, however,
that this was only provided for private circulation.

Egham Vicarage. Fekderick W. Mant, Vicar of Egham.

Sie,— 'B.’will find the 87th Canon relating to Terriers commented on in
2 Phillimore’s Ecclesiastical Law, 1458, and also in Burn’s Ecclesiastical

Law, where a full form of Terrier is set out. C, H. B.
Evershot.

‘Lina’should write to the Editor of the Church of England Sun day-school
Magazine, or ask the superintendent of the Sunday-school.

‘Student.’—‘Bands’are no part of any ecclesiastical vestment, Romish
or otherwise, and are simply a relic of an old style of dress—perhaps of
Genevan origin.

‘Churchwarden’should studythe Constitutions and Canons Ecclesiastical.
He will find his question as to gowns answered in the 74th canon.

‘F, G. H.—Many thanks. In answer to your query, the *Jottings " have
only been published in Church Bells.

*S. A, S."—Declined with thanks.

Received auo.—A, E, R,; F. C. G,

Church Bells.
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Composing made Easy.

Sir,—Many books have been written giving explanations of different
matters connected with change-ringing; but although these works have
generally proceeded from the hands of our most eminent composers, not one
of them gives any hints as regards the construction of the peals which appear
therein. | mean, whether they are constructed according to recognized rules,
or whether a certain number of eourse-ends—containing, perhaps, the bells in
a required position—are blindly thrown together, and then proved, the result
being successful or otherwise, as the experience of the composer guides him
in the selection of the calls to produce the course-ends.

In the absence of any such information, it appears to me that the explana-
tion of a mode of composition, hy which any one who can obtain the calling
of a true peal may produce a large number of variations on the original peal,
will be interesting to those persons who wish to produce true peals, to which
they can attach their names, without expending the time and labour which
might otherwise be necessary.

In any peal of triples you can alter the calling by commencing with any
boh you like in the part, provided only you make the first call so that the
number of plain leads you commence with does not exceed the number
between the call you start with and the previous call in the original peal. By
beginning your peals at each of the several calls, you may produce as many
peals as there are calls in the original composition : the only difference will
be that the bells in certain positions, and at the part ends, will be varied.
This, however, may he thought advantageous, as it totally changes the ap-
pearance of the peal, and only a few inquisitive individuals will recognize it
as a ‘variation * of the original peal, while those unacquainted with the com-
position from which your ‘variations > have sprung cannot possibly detect it.
Besides varying a peal in this manner, you can begin with each call at any of
the leads which separate them from the previous ones : thus you may get as
many peals as there are leads in each part. And, as | will shortly explain,
any peal can also be pricked backwards.

An illustration of the foregoing mode
of composition may, perhaps, be worthy of

A Variation.
234567

Shipway’s Peal.
234507

insertion. Many years ago Shipway pro-
duced a peal of Grandsire Triples in five 532746 * 45367
parts, without a single, hy the use of fifths- 735624 672534
place bobs. A fewyears ago a similar peal 407235 570423
appeared in awork on change-ringing, with 8547262 470362
the name of the author of the hook at- 7536425 234675
tached to it, which, although no mention 6672345 752463
is made of Shipway’s peal, is merely a 4263571 457326
‘variation ’ upon it, made by commencing S247655 354762
at a different call. 6534722 263754
So that any one may judge of this | 3765243 762430
give both peals : it will be seen that the 4532761 357246
last-published peal begins with the fifth- 76432502 743502
place bob at the fourth lead, and then the 537204 1 257643
bobs run at exactly the same number of 235476s 432705
leads apart as in Shipway’s peal. Instead 4326571 574632
of the seventh coming home at the part 634725s 675243
end, the fourth comes intoits original 2504782 276354
position, which is certainly not an im- 452367s 372465
provement on Shipway’s plan. The fifths- 734652%* 003247
place bobs are marked with a *. An ex- 637245 256734
ample of commencing the same peal at a *6 723454 472356
different lead is also to be found in the 4502372 374625

book referred to.

In Treble Bob or similar peals, where the tenors require to be kept
together, it will not do to commence the calling at any load, as, although the
peal would still be true, the tenors might, insomecases,be
simplest way to proceed isto commence withthedifferent
instance, take the peal of 5120 of Treble Bob Major in five parts, given below,
marked A; this can be varied by commencing with the calling of the second
or third course, and will then produce the peals marked B and C :—

A B G
23456 Mwi 23456 MWH 23450 ,
36452 1 2 02534 212 36452 1
23564 2 12 24536 1 2 62453 1
34562 1 2 40532 1 2 36524 21

The original peal (A) is by Mr. H. Hubbard, and the advantage of com-
mencing with the course he has chosen is evident, as it brings up the ex-
cellent part end 3456 2.

| mentioned that a peal could be pricked backwards. This is a way of
*varying known only to a few persons, and may be said to have the great
advantage of rendering the new peal totally unlike the original. It is
peculiarly applicable to Treble Bob, because as there is one plain lead
between a boh at the W and one at H, and also one only between the H and
the M, if you prick backwards—having the M at the W—you will get a true
peal, quite different in appearance to the original peal.

As the method of pricking a peal backwards may probably not be very
easily understood, the following explanation will perhaps make it clear—In
the peal A the numbers of the leads at which the bobs are called in each part
run thus; 2,7,1,2,1,6,2, 12,7, 1. Now you must commence with the
last hob at the M, and make it the W of the new peal; and, working back-
wards, you will have the bob leads at the distances reversed, thus:—
7,2,1,2,6,1,2,1,7, 2,1, which gives the following peal D, which may be
varied by commencing at the different courses to form the peals E and F, as
annexed:—

parted.
courses;
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D E F
33450 HWII 23450 MWH 23450 MWH
24536 12 06342 122 24536 12
36452 122 534C3 12 25340 12
34562 12 54632 12 46532 122

Of course it is very probable tliat the different variations of such a simple
peal as this may be produced by several persons by legitimate means; but
they should be ready to admit they have been forestalled, and allow the
honour of the peal to the original composer.

It is not to the cases of such easy peals that | wish to refer ; but the
following is an example that | do

not consider a very likely coinci- Reeves’s Peal. A Variation.

dence. The annexed peal of 8448 93455 23450
changeswas composed by J. Reeves, ~ . » " A
and rung in 1787. In 1848 the fol- -35264 ! 35264

lowing variation of it was rung, the .35049 s 50342
composition being attributed to an ,3324 e s 05943 12
entirely ditierent person. It is, .53403 1 -5 3246 2 i &
liowever, only Reeves’s peal pricked .90435 2 2 ( -5 34 62

by tbe bob changes backwards, as .39054 2 '26435 2" 1
any one can see if they write out .0«504 -32054 2
the number of the leads that the -03534 [ € 0534 1 1
calls are apart and then reverse -23640 -2 3640

them. It will also be seen that, as .34956 34256

hobs ‘before’ are equidistant be-
tween the M and W, that such calls are no obstacle to the mode of pricking
backwards.

In the voluminous work on change-ringing to which | have previously
alluded in connexion with Shipway’s peal, both these Treble Bob peals
are given, the name of Reeves being attached to the one peal and the name
of the accredited author to the other; and then the compiler of the book
proceeds to vary each of them by commencing at each of the remaining nine
courses, making a total of eighteen peals, to the whole of which his name is
appended.

Now | would ask, Is this fair orjust? When Reeves first composed his
8448, was it necessary for him also to bring it out pricked backwards, and
give all the variations hy beginning with the different courses ? Knowing
your impartiality, | hope you will insert this letter, as | think this informa-
tion should be in the hands of all ringers, so that they may be able to judge
of the matter themselves; and it may save young ringers the chagrin of
finding they are reproducing such *variations.’

Another Aggrieved Composer.

First True Peal of Grandsire Triples.

Sib,—I1 wish to say a few words in reference to Hr. Banister’s reply under
the above head, viz.: | am quite aware of the faults and objections raised
against the Norwich peal, and | am also equally aware of the imperfections
of the peals by Hr. Holt; tbe original, often erroneously called ‘the one-part
peal,” but, strictly speaking, a two-part peal, being the best of the three by that
author. Now, ‘Triples,” as defined by Hr. W. Banister, in his work on
Change-ringing, is as follows, viz., ‘A term applied to changes on seven bells,
by which simultaneous triple changes are. produced in continuous succession.’
And as none of Hr. Holt’s peals reach this point of perfection, | fail to see
how the peal by Garthorne can fairly be supplanted by any one of them, as
it would simply be removing one fault and replacing it by another of a similar
kind. Again, let us suppose we are in possession of the real peal, “all Grand-
sire Bobs ;' what, I ask, would then become of Holt’s peals ? Would London
ringers submit to their being thrown over ? Certainly not; neither do | con-
sider they should ; and neither will the friends of Garthorne allow his peal now
to be easily put aside. Therefore, in the history of bell-ringing, these names
must ever stand as they arise; showing step by step the progress of im-
provementsthat havebeen, andstillare being made, towards perfection,when we
shall have the whole peal all third-place bobs pure and simple ; and even then,
unless there can be found a ‘true "peal of a date prior to August, 1718, the
honour of composing the first “true'peal of Grandsire Triples must un-
doubtedly belong to John Garthorne of Norwich. Y oung Cumberland.

P.S.—1 append the following as a curiosity, viz., on the 17th of Sept. 1798,
a peal of Grandsire Triples was rung at St. James’s Church, Edmonton ; it
contained 5012 changes, composed and conducted by Mr. G. Gross, a most
prominent member of the Cumberland Society. Of course this is two leads
short of the whole peal, but at that time it was the longest length; all bobs,
and the only peal without a single, being one lead longer than the length
gained by Mr. Holt in his original.

‘Glemsford Delight” and Composers.

Sir,—Since the appearance of ‘ Glemsford Delight’ in your columns, it
has become a standing joke among my friends in the North that | cannot
prove six-hell peals. Joking apart, however, I must apologise most sincerely
to your readers, and especially to Mr. Slater, for having been so very careless.
To tell the truth, | just examined a lead of the method, and seeing that it
would be true inside the leads if the treble leads were true, and noticing that
the tenor was called *behind without the fifth,” and that 5-6 came home at
the part ends, I concluded that the peal was true. Of course, what | ought
to have done should have been to see that the bells at home at each part end
struck an equal number of blows in each place at the treble’s lead. If these
positions are examined in the part given it will be seen, that although this is
the case with the tenor, the working of the fifth is very uneven.

Concerning the letter on * Composing made Easy,”l am glad to read your
correspondent's outspoken condemnation of such practices, and | think that
probably the remedy is to be found in making more of the composers of our
peals than has been done, at all events in late years. How often do we not
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see reports of peals in your columns when no mention is made of the name
of the composer or of the qualities of the peal!

During part of the existence of the Union Scholars, and particularly when
Mr. Holt was connected with that Society, the course ends or hob changes of
the peals are given, with the usual entries, in the Societies’ books. One of
tbe objects the Committee of the Yorkshire Association of Cliange-ringers
has now in view is to present each member with a yearly report of the peals
accomplished hy the Association ; and to give, besides all the general par-
ticulars, the calling of each peal that has not previously been rung by the
Society.

No>\//v I think that if the practice of recording in such a manner the com-
position of peals was more usual, not only would it tend to the selection only
of the cleverest and most musical class of compositions, but that, by a greater
demand for those presenting new aDd original features, a great impetus would
be given to the science of composition, while at the same time the interests of
composers would be more jealously guarded against the practices in question,
as the performers themselves would, | think, reject any proposal to attempt
a peal found to bear any very strong resemblance to one previously composed
by another author, and that in default of any new or improved peal they
would prefer to ring some standard composition rather than be connected
with any doubtful production. This practice would, | dare say, also tend to
confine the calls used only to those recognized by the ‘exercise’ generally, the
force of which has been pointed out by the late discussion on Grandsire
Triples.

ﬁ quite agree with your correspondent concerning the production of such
an easy peal as the 0120; unless quite a study of these simple compositions is
made they will be reproduced time after time. The variation marked E is,
| notice, given in the Clavis. Jasper W. Snowdon, llkley, Yorkshire.

A New Guild or Union of Ringers in Leicestershire.

We are pleased to learn that a new society of ringers, under the presi-
dency of the Duke of Rutland and some leading clergymen of the locality,
has been formed in North Leicestershire; it is named after the Hundred—
‘The Framland Society of Ringers.” We have seen a copy of the rules, and
heartily hid them God speed. The Rev. D. W. Barrett of Waltham, Melton
Mowbray, is the secretary.

Birmingham Bells for India.

Messrs. Blews and Son, of New Bartholomew Street, havejust cast a very
fine ring of Carillon bells for the Indian Government. They are fifteen in
number, and weigh six tons and a half. Three octaves in three different keys
can be obtained on the bells; but the natural key of the ring is E flat, the
smallest treble being B flat and weighing 3 cwt. As a specimen of bell-
founding and of Birmingham work the Carillon bells produced by Messrs.
Blews are highly creditable to the manufacturers and to the town.— Local
Paper.

Date Touch.

On Thursday evening, the 27th January, the ringers of St. Paul’s Church,
Burton-on-Trent, rang a date touch, consisting of 1876 Grandsire Triples, in
1hr.20 mins. They were stationed as follows W. Newton, treble ; S.
Cooper, 2nd ; W. Wakley, 3rd ; J. Argyle, 4th ; W. Royals, 5th ; W. Potts, 6th;
A. Waklev, 7th ; W. J. Ferneyhough, tenor. Conducted by W. Royals. Weight
of tenor, 26 cwt.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Bradford, Yorkshire.
On Tuesday, Jan. 25th, the St. John’s Company of Ringers, Bradford, rang
a touch of 1876 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major, in 1 hr. 10 mins. The
ringers were;—-J. Angus, treble; J. Naylor, 2nd; J. H. Fisher, 3rd;
W. Swaine, 4th; N. Binns, 5th; J. H. Hardcastle, 6th; J. Cheetham, 7th;
J. H. Dixon, tenor. Weight of tenor, 15 cwt. 2 qrs. The above touch was
composed and conducted hy J. H. Hardcastle.—Reported.

Ringing at W aterford, Ireland.

On Friday evening, 28th January, eight members of the Waterford Society
of Change-ringers rang a muffled peal, as a mark of respect to a female
parishioner who was buried that day. We rang the whole pull and stand,
finishing up with a short touch of call-changes. Finishing a half-muffled peal
with call-cbanges sounds more pleasing than Grandsire or any other method,
as the muffled blow is then an echo to the full blow, both being the same
change. R. S. Blee.

Change-ringing at St. Dunstan’s, Stepney, Middlesex.

On Saturday, Jan. 29th, ten members of the Ancient Society of College
Yfouths rang at St. Dunstan’s, Stepney, a well-struck peal of Stedman’ Caters,
consisting of 5061 changes, in 3 hrs. 26 mins. The hand was stationed as
follows;—H. Booth, treble; W. Greenleaf, 2nd; G. Mash, 3rd; W. Jones,
4th ; E. Horrex, 5th; J. R. Haworth, 6th ; S. Reeves, 7th; W. Tanner, 8th;
J. M. Hayes, 9th; T. Binney, tenor. Weight of tenor, 31 cwt. Composed
and conducted by Mr. Booth.—Reported.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association at Calverley.

On Saturday, Jan. 29th, the Society rang 5088 changes of Kent Treble
Bob Ylajor at St. Wilfred’s, Calverley, near Leeds, in 8 hrs. 2 mins. The
ringers were ;—J. Lockwood, Leeds, treble; T. Lockwood, Leeds, 2nd; T.
West, Holbeck, 3rd; R. Tuke, llkley, 4th ; E. Snowdon, Ilkley, 5th; H. Hub-
hard, junr., Leeds, Cth; R. Binns, Holbeck, 7th; J. W. Snowdon, Ilkley,
tenor. The peal, a one-part composition, the production of H. Hubbard,
senr., with the Cth, its extent wrong and right in 5-6, was conducted hy J. YY.
Snowdon. Weight of tenor, 10f cwt.—Reported.

Correction—In our issue of Dec. 4, 1875, the name ofJ. Gough, in the
peal of 720 Grandsire Minor rang at Childwall, was omitted.

Received also.—Robert 'Williams. James H. Moore—your certificate scheme would not
work. Thos. Bull—we answer direct. W, H, M. Buck : and many others.
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

On the Treatment of Bells and Ringers in Church Restoration.

Sib,—Will you allow me space in your bell page to call attention to the
wayin which bells and ringers are often treated in churelirestorations ? There
seem to be two ways of dealing with them. First, to pull down any existing
ringing-floor and place the ringers on the floor of the church—a plan to be
recommended in many cases where it does not place the ringer too far from
his bell; but in other cases making the bells perfectly unmanageable through
the great length of rope. In some cases | have known ropes actually drawn
aside out of the proper circle and made to bang down in rows on each side of
the steeple, making ringing at all nearly impossible. The second way is to place
the ringers up in the clock chamber close under the bells, where the noise is
deafening; and in some cases the sally actually runs through the ground
truck at back-stroke, and produces a sort of lcatcli-and-fly "motion at every
puli, rendering anything but round ringing out of the question. In one
church where this was done, on my talking to the parson about it, | was told
that ‘ringers’were a llow lot,” and better “up there out of the way.'

Now what I myself would propose is, where the floor of the church is too
far from the bells to make ringing from it practicable, to erect an ornamental
gallery with a carved railing, which would not look at all unsightly. At the
church where | am a ringer we have recently erected a wooden floor with a
railing along the east side. Perhaps some may urge upon me that the bells
always were rung from the ground in ancient times, before the ‘deformation ’
of our churches. But it must be remembered that bells in those days were

not rung at all in peal, hut rung up singly for each service. | must say no
more, as | fear | have already made my letter too long.
Sutton Bridge, Jan. 19, 1876. J. Il Jerrwvat

[We cannot approve of a ringing-floor suspended like a bacon-rack, whence
the occupants may gaze down upon, and make audible remarks, and otherwise
annoy the assembling congregation. We have heard of such offences. In
very few cases can the length of pull or rope (provided the ropes are soft and
mellow, and well guided through holes.—not in shutes—and over six-inch
pulleys, if led to fall in a regular circle) be any hindrance whatever to the
ringers standing on the pavement, in conspectu ecclesiee, as Mr. Ellacombe
recommends in liis Practical Remarks. At Beverley Minster the ropes
are 8L feet from wheel to floor. And as for ringers being ‘a low lot,’ why
does not the parson get rid of such, without putting them up out of sight?
They will never he better in a dark, cheerless chamber above, uncared for,
and only abused by the parson and others. And as for putting the ringers
immediately under the bells, good-bye to all proper ringing and all chances of
belfry reform! Far better to do away with ringing and ringers altogether, and
merely chime the hells as the services may require; and there are cheap
arrangements by which any number of bells, from twelve downward, may be
chimed by one man, woman, or child. Beautify the lower part of the tower
for the ringers’use, and with necessary fittings, such as seats and hat-pins,
and then 1the low lot' will take themselves off, or amend their ways, and the
most respectable youths of the place will gladly offer themselves as successors,
and the parson will rejoice in a well-ordered belfry.—Ed.]

Unveiling Tablets.

A Gathering of Bingers took place on Saturday, the 29th ult., at Hindley,
Lancashire, on the occasion of unveiling certain Tablets recently erected in
the belfry by Mr. B. Pennington, jun,, after which the company sang the
Doxology. On this occasion, ringers from Eccles and Pendlebury rang
several touches at St. Peter's Church, after mwhich they were regaled by a good
supper, and finished the evening with hand-beli performances.— Local Paper.

[It does not appear that the parson was present on this memorable
occasion. We always like to see him mixed up with the ringers.—Ed.]

Amateur Society of Ringers at Seaford, Sussex.

We learn that such has just been started at the above place by the Vicar.
We wish them God speed, and hope to hear some time hence that they are
good practical ringers—not campanologists ; but they have hard work a-head,
which requires constant practice and perseverance, with good temper; then,
with the assistance of a good teacher, they will get on.

New Ring of Eight Bells at Cradley, Worcestershire.

Sir,—As a subscriber to tbe Church Bells from the first number would you
insert the following short account of the new bells in Cradley and neighbour-
hood?—In October last a new ring of eight, in a tower built especially for
them, were rung for the first time by the ringers of St. Martin’s, Birmingham.
They were presented by the late Mrs. Aston of the Elms, Cradley, in memory
of her deceased husband; but she, too, passed away before the tower was
completed. They are by Messrs. Blews, in the key of G. They obtained the
gold medal at the Vienna Exhibition.

Some time ago a new ring of six was presented by the late Mrs. Skidmore,
of Netherton-hill House, to St. Andrew’s Church, Netherton, an adjoining
parish ; hut she, too, passed away a short time after the opening of the bells.

A new church is being erected in another parish—namely, Bowley Eegis—

to be called Holy Trinity, which is to have a new ring of eight bells. They
will be presented by a lady of the parish in which the church is situated.
Job Dunn.

Date Touches at Leeds in i7gg and 1800.

We think the following deserves to be recorded in our columns, and will
be.interesting to our readers ‘The St. Peter’s Company of Leeds rang this
day (Dec. 31), an abstract of Grandsire Caters, consisting of 1709 complete
changes, and on the day following an abstract of Bob Major Boyals, composed
of 1800 changes. 160 years must elapse before two peals, the number of
changes in which, in the foregoing manner, can correspond with the dates of
the old and new years.— Gentleman's Magazine, vol. Ixix. part 2, p. 1185.

Church Bells.

127

Date Touches at Nottingham.

On Thursday evening, Jan. 13th, the following ringers, from St. Mary's
Church rang at St. Peter’, Nottingham, a touch of Grandsire Triples, con-
sisting of 1876 changes, in 1 hr. 10 mins.:(—W. Towle, treble; G. Ashworth,
2nd; J. Hickman, 3rd; G. H. Johnson, 4th ; W. Holroyd, 5th ; W. Taylor,
6th ; A. Smith, 7th; W. A. Sadler, tenor. Weight of tenor, 23 cwt. Con-
ducted by G. H. Johnson. Composed by C. G. Bateman of Sheffield.

On Tuesday evening, Feb. 1st, was rung a touch of 1876 Grandsire Caters
at the same church, composed by Mr. W. Widdowson (the ringers of which
have all been under his instruction), by W. Towle, treble ; G. H. Johnson,
2nd; A. Smith, 3rd; A. Archer, 4th; J. Hickman, 5th; G. Ashworth, 6th;
W. Holroyd, 7th; Wh. Taylor, 8tli; W. Lee, 9th; W. A. Sadler, tenor. Con-
ducted by W. Holroyd. Time, 1 hr. 12 mins. Weight of tenor, 34 cwt.—
Reported.

Date Touch at Lichfield.

A Date Touch of Triples was rung at St. Mary's Church, Lichfield, on
Monday, 17th Jan., by four of St. Mary's Society of Change-ringers, assisted
by four from St. Matthew’s Society, Walsall, viz..—A. Whitby, treble ; T.
Merideth, 2nd; T. Astbury, sen., 3rd; T. Key, 4th; E. Lightwood, 5th; W.
Walker, 6th; T. Astbury, jun., 38th regiment, 7th ; W. Davies, tenor. Con-
ducted by T. Astbury, jun. Time, 1 hr. 18 mins. Weight of tenor, 21 cwt.;
key E.—Reported.

Date Touch at Magdalen College, Oxford.
On Friday, Feb. 4, was rung here atouch of 1876 Grandsire Triples, in
1 hr. 9 mins. The ringers were T. Hill, treble; C. Davies, Tewkesbury,
2nd; J. S. Pritchett, Balliol College, 3rd; J. Field, 4th ; H. Janaway, 5th;
C. Hounslow, 6th; W. Smith, 7th; B. Foskett,tenor. Conducted by Mr. Field,
and composed by Mr. Henry Johnson of Birmingham.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Holbeck, Leeds.

On Saturday, January 5th, eight members of the Yorkshire Association of
Change-ringers rang at St. Matthew's, Holbeck, Leeds, 5184 changes of Kent
Treble Bob Major in 3 hrs. 5mins. .The above peal is a composition of
Mr. H. Hubbard’s in three parts, and contains all the 8 C7’s, all the 7 8 67,
and all the 6 7 8%, with the treble before in 16 courses. The ringers were:
—T. Harrison, treble; T. Lockwood, 2nd ; H. Moss, 3rd ; W. Whitaker, 4th;
W. Thompson, 5th ; H. Hubbard, jun., 6th ; T. West, 7th ; B. Binns, tenor.
Conducted by Mr. T. Lockwood. Weight of tenor, 16 cwt.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Erith, Kent.

On Saturday, the 29th Jan., six members of the Ancient Society of College
Y'ouths rang at St. John the Baptist’s, Erith, a peal containing 720 changes,
with 38 bobs and 22 singles, the composition of Mr. E. Hammant of Crayford,
Kent. The ringers were:—C. W. Blaxland, treble; W.J. Beeve, 2nd; E.
Hammant, 3rd; H.J. Shade, 4th; A. Payne, 5th; J. Garard, tenor. Con-
ducted by Mr. Hammant. Time, 28 mins. Weight of tenor, 20 cwt.—Reported.

Royal Cumberland Society.

On Saturday, Jan 29th, eight members of the above Society rang at St.
Mary’s, Battersea, a true and complete peal of Grandsire Triples, comprising
5040 changes; the bells were brought round in 2 hrs. 44 mins. The ringers
were —E. Wyatt, treble; W. Lally, 2nd ; J. Mansfield, 3rd; J. W. Cattle, 4th;
H. A. Hopkins, 5th; W. Baron, 6th; W. Hoverd, 7th; J. Ambrose, tenor
(his first peal). Conducted by J. W. Cattle.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Mitcham, Surrey.

On Monday evening, Jan. 31st, eight members of the Society of Change-
ringers rang at the parish church, Mitcham, 1876 muffled changes of Grand-
sire Triples, in 1 hr. 5 mins., as a tribute of respect to the daughter of their
late friend, Mr. W. Williams, many years a supporter of change-ringing. The
following were the ringers:—W. Turner, treble; J. Drewett, 2nd ; W. Baker,
3rd; A. Brockwell, 4th; G. Foster, 5th; J. Over, Oth; W. Bates, 7t.h; C.
Walker, tenor. The touch was called by G. Foster. Weight of tenor, 16 cwt.
—Reported.

Change-ringing at Willenhall, Staffordshire.

On Feb. 5th, six members of the Walsall Band, assisted by Messrs. Parks
and Blanton of Willenhall, rang at St. Giles's parish church a true peal of
Grandsire Triples, containing 5040 changes, in 3 hrs, 5 mins. The ringers
were:—S.Parks (his firstpeal), treble; F. Hallsworth, 2nd; E. Lightwood, 3rd;
J. Astbury, sen., 4th; J. Lees, 5th; W. Hallsworth, Oth; W. Walker, 7th;
H. Blanton (his first peal), tenor. Composed by Vicars, and conducted by
W. Hallsworth. Weight of tenor, 12J cwt. Key, F sharp.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Christ Church, Liversedge, Yorkshire.

On Saturday, Feb. 5th, seven Birstall ringers, with G. Illingworth, rang
at Christ Church, Liversedge, a peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, containing
5152 changes, in 3 hrs. 4 mins. The ringers were:—W. H. Crossley, treble;
B. Dodson, 2nd; G. Thornton, 3rd; H. Dodson, 4th : G. Illingworth,-5th ;
A. Mortimer, 6th; B. Parkinson, 7th (his sixtieth peal); J. Dixon, tenor.
Wreight of tenor, 15 cwt. The peal, which had the 5th and 6th each their
extent right and wrong in 5-6, was a variation of the one rung at Birstall by
eight members of the Yorkshire Association on Tuesday, the 1st Feb., and
was composed and conducted by J. Dixon.—Reported.

Notice to Cosrespondents.—The report of ringing at Guiseley is too
badly written for our compositors; we will thankfully insert it if the writer
will favour us with another copy.

Received also.—F. King (lie rid bear dire;: *
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Had this been done twenty years ago, it would have prevented the
present state of affairs almost entirely. Still I cannot forbear repeating the
remark, that to bury any one with a religious service, whatever be the
language used, is a very meaningless transaction, if there is no hope what-
ever of the state of the departed. There would be equal propriety in using
a religious service over the burial of an empty coffin. T"H. E.

Bishopric in Cornwall.

Sir,—It is easy to comprehend that no very great desire to endow a
Bishopric should exist in Cornwall, because for above a century the county
has been almost given over to Dissent, and the advantages of Episoopacy have
been practically unknown. The error began in not enlarging our Episcopate
as the population increased, and it is no matter of wonder if the attempt to
recover the ill effects of centuries of neglect should make slow progress.

I know something of Cornwall, and | believe that it is not filled with rich
men, and that the miners are not doing well, but | do not believe that Corn-
wall will lose its Bishopric for want of 25,0001. Let every parish in Cornwall
give a Sunday’s collection to the fund, and show what can be done in that
way. Much would be effected by this means if heartily attempted, and when
the people have shown by this process their earnestness in the matter, the
owners of property may be fairly appealed to to do what is still necessary.

Camden tells us that the Bishops of Exeter, about the period 1150, vehe-
mently opposed the erection of a monastery at Launceston, ‘fearing it might
come to be a Bishop’s see, and so lessen their jurisdiction;’so that we have a
great improvement in this particular seven centuries later.

The county oflTrelawmey * will surely say—

1Here’s twenty thousand Cornish men
Will know'the reason why !”
and will each give their gift and secure a true successor of Trelawney.
The Lizard.
‘My Lord.” “Your Reverence.’

Sib,— The origin of titles is, perhaps, of little consequence ; but as sundry
persons have raised the question lately in regard to the title ‘Reverend,’|
venture to inquire what original authority exists for very many titles which
are freely and properly accorded to many persons of high birth or official
position. Is nothing to be done without an Act of Parliament? And does
any Act of Parliament exist for all the titles claimed and granted throughout

their title by Act of Parliament?  Rather, is it not by use and custom that
many of such titles exist? and do not many of them take their origin from
days of ohivalry and feudalism ? and have they not established themselves by
custom in our nation? When Obadiah addresses the prophet, ‘Art thou
that my lord Elijah?’ he used an epithet worthy of the character of the
man and the position held hy him, not because the law of Israel had con-
ferred it upon Elijah. The matter is of small importance; but it is, perhaps,
worthy of attention. .
City Churches.

Sir,—I was glad to see in last week’s Church Bells the letter of Canon
Gregory on the City churches. | attended about a month ago the Moraine
Service at one of the most splendid of the threatened edifices on the out-
skirts of the City. The internal arrangements were all that could be desired:
the singing was very good, the seats comfortable, hooks were in all the
pews, and one would have thought that out of the large population residing
in the immediate vicinity, though not actually in the parish, a decent con-
gregation might have been assembled: instead of which, exclusive of the
choir and school-childreri, there were ten!

Though | had a good seat, and am not at all deaf, | had to follow the
service almost entirely from memory; and it was only by paying the closest
attention that | caught occasionally a sentence of the sermon.

| hope a retiring pension will speedily be awarded to the vicar or curate
of the church. \ Constant Reader.

Richard Baxter.

Sir,—Your correspondent ‘T. H. E.” can hardly be right in calling Richard
Baxter a Nonconformist, for he was a clergyman of the Church of England
ordained in 1638; was chaplain to Charles Il.; had the Bishopric of Here-
ford offered him, which, however, he declined; preached at St. Paul’s on one
occasion, and was a member of the Savoy Conference for the revision of the
Liturgy. At the same time his sympathies seemed to have been with the
Nonconformists, and he objected to some of the ceremonies and discipline of
the Church. L. M

Home for Smack-Boys, Great Yarmouth.

.- Holly
k-Boys’ Home was opened on Tuesday bv
Earl Nelson, and is in actual use; hut I am sorry to add that, in spite of
many kind gifts and all reasonable economy, we are in great wartt of money,
and yet we ought now to be building a much-needed church.
George Venables, Vicar of Great Yarmouth.
Sir,—Can any of your readers assist me with information respecting the
establishment, on a small scale, of “a workmen’ coffee-house,”in a country
village ? Or, can any one say where hints as to first arrangements can be
obtained ? or where the vessels for making the coffee can be had ? A. L.
Sir, Can any one inform me where | could obtain photographs of the
Rev. George Body and of the late Bishop Pattison ? T, P. B.
Leicester.

‘The Vicar,” Trefeglwys. (Consult Low’s Handbook to the Chanties of
London. Price Is.)

Received aiso:—‘(J. M. S . ‘A Scripture Reader;” ‘T. H. EuBhnell.
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

THE SURPRISE PEALS.
By Jasper W. Snowdon, Ilkley, Yorkshire.

Several months ago | contributed to a certain paper a description of the
different peals rung in the Surprise variations, which was thought worthy of
reproduction in these columns. This article was intended to he one of a
series, describing the development of each system, and showing the gradual
increase in the different lengths performed.

Feeling convinced of the great want to the ‘exercise * which Church Bells
has supplied, by providing a special organ for intercommunication among
ringers, and one wherein may be recorded the performances from day to day
accomplished, | shall have much pleasure in continuing these articles in this
paper. | may also mention that | shall be very glad to receive letters, at the
above address, giving further particulars of any of the ringing feats | shall
mention, or accounts of any performances of note which I may be found to
have passed unnoticed, aud to hear the opinions of any one who can throw
more light upon any of the doubtful points which will necessarily arise in the
descriptions of the different methods, so that as complete a history as possible
of the progress of ringing in each system may he thus formed.

The following addendum article on Surprise-ringing will show how im-
portant is such kind assistance in these investigations :—

Superlative Surprise Roval.—So far as | have heard, there never has
been any other place than at Wakefield, in Yorkshire, where an attempt to
ring the Surprise variations upon ten bells has been made, and when | gave
full particulars of the 5100 changes of Cambridge Surprise Royal, rung there
on October 26th, 1822, although | considered that the Wakefield men had
accomplished a feat in scientific ringing which showed they must have had a
unanimous determination, entitling them to credit for success in any further
display they might contemplate, | was quite unaware that their aspirations
had led them on to further achievements.

Mr. I1. Johnson of Birmingham, however, called my attention to the fact
that a peal—indeed, two peals, the first being false—of Superlative Royal had
been rung at Wakefield. He also kindly lent me a copy of a circular issued
by the Wakefield Society on the accomplishment of the true peal. This
circular came into his hands after the death of Mr. John Hopkins, an able
and well-known ringer, at one time, in the Birmingham district. Fortunately,
attached to this printed notice is a MS. copy of paragraphs from a local paper,
describing the ringing of the false peal and the subsequent events.

Although Oxford and Kent Treble Bob Royal, I may mention, cannot come
false inside the leads, if the treble’s full lead be true, it is remarkable that on
account of the place-making in Superlative Royal false rows may be produced
with the treble in 5-G. The following is the paragraph which announces the
performance of the false peal, in the production of which the composer, it
may be presumed, was satisfied by the ordinary Treble Boh proof hy the
lead ends:—

‘On Monday morning, January_Iftlr, 1825, the Society of Ringers at the old church,
Wakefield, rung on their harmonious peal of ten bells a true and complete peal of Super-
lative Royal, being the first in this very intricate method on ten bells ever attethed by
any company in England. The peal consisted of 5400 changes, and was formally brought
round in 3 hrs. and 2S mins. by the following persons, viz. :—IV. Fawcett, treble ; Jo.
Sugden, 2; Mark Blackburn, 3; G. Pickering, 4; J. Hall, 5; Jas. Gill, 6; Jos. Gil), 7;
Thos. jJetherwood, 8; William Woodhead, 9, who conducted the peal; and Robert
Coll-tt, tenor.”

Shortly after this the composition was discovered to be false, and the
following notice appeared in the paper. James Hewitt, | may mention, was
the conductor of a rival society, at an ‘eight-hell.” church in the same town.

‘The great peal of Superlative Surprise Royal that was rung on ten bells at Wakefield,
in Jan. last, is proved to be a false peal in its interior parts, by James Hewitt of Wake-
field, which leaves this great and hazardous peal yet unaccomplished, and open for any
band of men that may have spirit and enterprise to attain its summits.’

Happily, this discovery does not seem to have disheartened the ringers, as
the following notice from the same paper will show —

"It perhaps may be recollected by some of our readers, that a paragraph appeared in
ouré)ap_er in January, 1525, stating that a peal of Superlative Surprise Royal was rung by
the Society of Ringers of All Saints” Church, Wakefield, and said never to have been rung
by any society of ringers before, proved false, which was owing to an error in judgment of
the author ol the peal. The same Society, being determined to ring a true peal in the
above method, on Monday morning last, March 27th, 1826, completed a peal of 5400 true
changes in 3 hrs. and 26 mins., which was rung in good style, and the society feel proud to
think that the first performance of such an arduous task was still reserved for them.
The method of calling the above peal is—One wrong, one at home, one in the middle, and
two at home ; four times repeated.”

Appended is a copy of the circular issued hy the Society. It is headed by
a small woodeut of Wakefield Church, and also contains a treble lead of the
method, aud the course and part-ends of the peal:—

‘On Monday, March 27th, 1826, the company of All Saints’ ringers, Wakefield, ascended
the tower of the parish church, and had the honour of ringing, in a masterly style, a true
and complete peal of Superlative Surprise Royal, consisting of 5400 changes, in" 3 hrs. and
26 mins., by ten men only. (Tenor weighing 31 cwt.) The great superiority of this peal
over any other xs, its being the onlly true peal ever rung in the kingdom in"so intricate a
method, and will be a standing laurel for the Society for ages to come. The peal was com-
Bosed by Mr. Joseph Tebbs of Leeds, and was by him presented to this Society, and run

y them at the first attempt. The peal was nobly conducted by Mr. William Woodhead,
and rung by tho following personsW illiam Fawcett, treble; Joseph Sugden, 2; Mark
Blackburn, 3; George Pickering, 4; John Hall, 5; James Gill, 6 : Joseph Gill, 7; Thomas
Netherwood, 8; William Woodhead, 9; Robert Collett, tenor.”

Bells for St. Paul’s Cathedral.

The Dean and Chapter of St. Paul’s are now making an urgent appeal to
the various Livery Companies of the City of London for assistance in supplying
the Cathedral with a ring of bells and a set of chimes. Dr. Stainer, the
organist, estimates that a ring of bells cast in England would cost about
3500/.; the necessary machinery for hanging and ringing them, about 500/.;
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a smaller set of bells for chimes, cast in Belgium, 1000/.; and two large
Bourdon bells, 1800Z. Towards the amount of 6800/. thus required, the Dean
and Chapter have contributed 2501. ; the Dean, 100/.; Sir Edmund Beckett,
20/.; Mr. Walter, M.P., 20l.; and Mr. Cazenove, 21/. St. Paul’s is the only
Cathedral in England, and nearly the only Cathedral on this side the Alps,
which does not possess a ring of bells. Placed as itis in the centre of the
metropolis, where (say the Dean and Chapter) it is especially called upon to
give expression to the nation’s joys or sorrows, it greatly needs such a ring
to assist it in the work. Sir Christopher Wren provided a tower to hold a
large ring of bells, but for 200 years that provision has not been utilised.
The Cathedral authorities Ventured to hope that the City Guilds would
sympathise with their wisli and liberally assist their undertaking, and they
would be very glatl if the larger and wealthier companies would each give, a
bell, upon which might he marked the name of the donors, or assist them in
such a way as to them might seem best.

[We reproduce the above from the Mail, Feb. 11, altering peal into ring;
and this we do in the hope of being able to induce a more correct way of
speaking of a set of bells, which used to he called a ‘eing or bells.” We
might produce many proofs, if required. The following may be enough for
the present. On a bell at Temple Guiting, Gloucestershire, we find :—

*liichard I1Ceene made this Ring, 1682.’
At Betton, Gloucestershire:—
11 teas added to this Iling, 1693."

‘A Ring or Bells ’is the sign of many public-houses.

In the last century no bells were recast or augmented without a faculty
or license from the Bishop. We have seen many such documents, and
therein ‘Ring of bells’is the invariable term. In Brown Willis’ MSS. in the
Bodleian Library is a list of hells cast by Henry Bagley of Chacombe, date
17.32, wherein it is thus recorded;—1The said H. B. will cast any ring or
rings of bells, Ac. He has already east one ring of ten bells, five rings of
eight, twenty-seven rings of six bells, thirty rings of five, Ac. &c.” We might
quote more, but we hope these are enough to help on the disuse of the word
peal, which should be confined to the work done or music produced by a ring
of bells.—Ed.]

Ringers and the Clergy.

Sir,,—I think with the Rev. H. T. EUacombe that the clergy ought to
take more interest in their ringers than they generally do, instead of looking
on them (as some do) as low, worthless, drinking fellows, whose company is
rather to he shunned than courted. | must allow that there aie some (too
many) ringers who are not what they ought to be; butit is the round-ringers,
or BEi.L-HAUi.Ens, that do so much harm. They only think of ringing when
paid for it, or treated with beer, &c. They never attempt to master the art of
change-ringing, but jumble and jaDgle the bells about anyhow; their belfries
generally being in a most disgraceful state. To remedy this abuse the clergy
must join the ringers, and learn the interesting and beautiful art of change-
ringing. They will soon find great pleasure in studying its intricacies, and it
will bind them and their ringers in strong bonds of affection. Great reforms
bave been made where the clergy or the squire have taken the matter up,
but much remains to be done. M. A.S.G.Y.

The Guild of Devonshire Ringers.

A Meeting of the Committee will be held at Athenseum Lane, Plymouth,
on Friday, Feb. 25, at 11 a.m. Agenda;—To consider the propriety of endea-
vouring to get Bell-ringing included in the programme of the next Church
Congress. To decide upon means (a) of encouraging the holding of district
meetings; (t) of arranging for special ringing; and (c) of facilitating the
progress in ringing of individual members. To consider a proposal to admit
life members. To receive report of peals, Ac.

Woodbury, Feb. 11, 1876. J. L. Langdon Fuliord, Hon. Sec.

[As for Congress, we consider it would be a most valuable movement to
get tbe Congress to recognise the ringing of the bells as a part of Church
icorli, and the bells as instruments of the Church music, ancl the ringers in
tbe same category as the organist and choristers, and to ask the Bishops and
their Archdeacons to press such in tlieir Charges.—Ed.]

The Queen intervening to stop Ringing.

As in other things, so has the Queen set an example to ringers, never to
think of ringing, even on the most joyous occasions, when persons are lying
on a bed of sickness within the sound of tbe bells. The day before the
opening of Parliament, her Majesty desired that neither the bells of West-
minster Abbey nor St. Margaret’s might be rung as usual, on account of the
severe illness of Lady Augusta Stanley, the Dean’s wife.

Change-ringing at Guiseley, Yorkshire.

Ox Saturday, Dec. 18, a mixed company of change-ringers entered the
belfry of St. Oswald’s Church, Guiseley, and rang a true peal of Bob Major,
consisting of 50-10 changes, in 3 hrs. 9 mins. The ringers were:—C. Ralph,
treble; J. Richardson, 2nd; W. Demaine, 3rd ; D. Rhodes, 1th; J. Baldwin,
5tli; J. Yeadon, Oth; L. Cawood, 7th ; J. Barraclough, tenor. Conducted by
L. Cawood. Weight of tenor, 10| cwt.—Reported.

Ringing at Oldham, Lancashire.

On January 30th, seven of the Society of Change-ringers of St. Mary’s,
Oldham, and one from Bumley, rang a touch of 1870 Grandsire Triples, in
1 hr. 7 mins. The ringers were—J. Wilkinson, treble; J. Platt, 2nd; J.
W hitaker, 3rd ;J. Prestley, 1th ; W. Ashworth (composer and conductor), 5th;
G. Garlside, 6; T. Holdam (Bumley), 7th ; D. Woodcock, tenor.—Reported.

On Wednesday, Feb. 2, eight of the Society of Ringers of St. Mary's rang
a touch of 1876 Grandsire Triples, in 1 hr. 7 mins. The riogers were—
J. Wilkinson, treble; J, Platt, 2nd; J. Whitaker, 3rd; J. Prestley, 1th; W.
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Ashworth, composer and conductor, 5th; G. Garlside, 6th; D. Woodcock,
7th; W. Inehcliff, tenor.— Reported.

On Sunday, Feb. 6, seven of the Society of Change-ringers, with one
from Burnley, rang at St. Mary’s Church, Mr. John Holt’s ten-course peal of
5010 Grandsire Triples, in 3 hrs. 2 mins. The ringers were—J. Wilkinson,
treble; J. Platt, 2nd ; J. Whitaker, 3rd; J. Prestley, 1th; W. Ashworth, 5th;
D. Woodcock, 6th; T. Holdam, 7tli; W. Inchcliffe, tenor. Weight of tenor,
11 ewt,—Reported.

[We are very pleased to record any ringing from Oldham, which has long
been celebrated for good ringers; but we are bound to raise our voice against
the ringing long peals, or any peals, on Sundays, for mere amusement or
practice. As it is the custom in the northern counties to ring the bells for
the Sunday services, the length of time should be limited, and should always
be the same. There are six days for work, and to one of those days only
Therefore we hope to hear no
more of long Sunday peals at Oldham.-—Ed.]

Change-ringing at St. Mary’s, Frittenden, Kent.

On Monday, Jan. 31, the change-ringers of St. Mary’s Church, Frittenden,
with the assistance of Mr. Elgar of Leytonstone, Essex, and Mr. Newell of
Reading, Berkshire, rang a peal of 5010 Bob Triple Changes. The bells were
brought round in 9 hrs. 11 mins. The same party rang a touch of 1878-
changes; time, 1 hr. 1 min. These peals were composed by Mr. C. Payne
of Tenterden, and conducted by Mr. T. Daynes. Tbe ringers were—C. Elgar,
treble; J. Potter, 2nd; J. Taylor, 3rd; E. Potter, 4th; W. Brattle, 5th; T.
Potter, Oth; T. Daynes, 7th; W. Newell, tenor. Weight of tenor, 14 cwt.
Key G.—Reported.

Ringing at Darlington, Durham.

On Tuesday night, Feb. 1, three of St. John's ringers, assisted by three of
the Hurworth-on-Tees ringers, met at St. John's Church, and rang a complete
peal of Oxford Treble Bob Minor (720 changes) in 30 mins. The peal, which
was the first in this beautiful method on the bells, is the first rung for up-
wards of forty years by a set of Durham ringers. The fingers were—W.
Paton, treble ; J. Gaines, 2nd ; J. Hern, 3rd; R. Kay, 4th ; J. E. Hern, 5th;
R. Monoaster, tenor. Weight of tenor, 10 cwt. Key A. Conducted by J.
Gaines. The 2nd, 3rd, and 5tli youths were from Hurworth.— Local Paper.

Change-ringing at Hurworth-on-Tees, Durham.

On Saturday evening, the 12th inst., four of the Hurworth ringers, assisted
by Messrs. Overton and Moneaster from St John’s, Darlington, rang on the
Hurworth bells a peal of Oxford Treble Bob Minor in 30 mins. The ringers
were:—H. Thompson, treble; J. Gaines, 2nd; G. Overton, 3rd; J. Hern,
1th; J. E. Hern, 5th; R. Moneaster, tenor. Weight of tenor, 17 cwt. Key
F. Conducted by J. Gaines. As an inducementto other ringers to persevere,
it may be stated that it was not until four or five unsuccessful attempts had
been made that the ringing of the peal was accomplished. The ringer3 met
to ring it, and by making use of the old motto, ‘T ry, try again !’they gained
their aim. It was the first peal of Treble Bob on the bells.—Reported.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association at Bingley.

On Saturday, Feb. 12, the Society rang 5024 changes of Kent Treble
Bob Major upon the bells of tire parish church, Bingley, in 3 hrs. 10 mins.
T. West, Holbeck, treble; T. Lockwood, Leeds, 2nd; J. Lockwood, Leeds,
3rd ; R. Tuke, Esq., llkley, 1th ; E. Snowdon, Esq., llkley, oth; Il. Hubbard,
jun., Leeds, 6th ; R. Binns, Holbeck, Ttk ; J. W. Snowdon, Esq., llkley, tenor.
The peal was conducted by T. Lockwood, and consisted of a one-part com-
position by S. Marsh, having the sixth its extent in 5-0, and all the 80 7% and
86%. This was the first peal upon the bells, which were augmented to eight,
through the munificence of Walter Dunlop, Esq. of the Grange, Bingley, and
opened on July 11, 1874. Weight of tenor, 171 cwt.—Reported.

Ringing by the St. James’s Society, London.

On Saturday, Feb. 12, eight members of the above Society met at Chisle-
hurst Church, Kent, and rang a peal of Grandsire Triples (Holt's ten-part),
comprising 5010 changes, in 2 hrs. 05 mills. The ringers were :—J. T. Knight,
treble; J. W. Cattle, 2nd; G. Harvey, 3rd; C. T. Hopkins, 1th ; G. Sheppard,
Oth; J. Barrett, fith ; S. Jarman, 7th; H. A. Hopkins, tenor. Conducted by
J. W. Cattle. Weight of tenor, IS cwt.—Reported.

Change-ringing at St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green, London.

On Saturday,' Feb. 12, seven members of the Ancient Society of College
Y'ouths rang at the above church a ptal of Stedman’s Triples, containing
0010 changes, in 2 hrs. 59 mins. It was composed by Mr. Tharstan, altered
by Mr. Brooke, and conducted by Mr. Wood. Ringers:(—J. R. Haworth,
treble; W. Cecil, 2nd; J. M. Routb, Esq., 3rd; H. Booth, 4th; G. Masb,

. 5th; A. Hayward, Cth; M. A. Wood, 7th ; G. Cooke, tenor.—Reported.

Date Touch at the Parish Church, Sheffield, Yorkshire.

On Tuesday evening, Jan. 11, eight members of St. Peter’s Society of
Change-ringers rang a touch of Grandsire Triples, containing 1876 changes,
in 1 hr. 17 mins. The ringei's were :—J. Sandfbrd, treble; C. Bower, 2nd ;
W. Booth, 3rd; T. Hattersley, 1th ; G. Wilson, 5th ; C. Steer, Oth; S. Nadin,
7th; G. Potter, tenor. Weight of tenor, 41 cwt. Composed and conducted
by Thomas Hattersley.—-Reported.

Date Touch at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford.

On Saturday evening, Feb. 12, the following members of the Oxford Society
rang 1876 changes of Stedmans Triples:—W. Smith, treble; T. Hill, 2nd;
H. Janaway, 3rd; W. F. Williamsob, 1th ; E. Annis, 5:1,; C. Hounslow, Oth ;
E. Harrison, 7th ; B. Foskett, tenor. Time, 1 hr. 13 mins. This toudi was
composed by Mr. W. Smith, and conducted by Mr. C. Hounslow. Tenor,
12 cwt.—Reported,
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CORRESPONDENCE.

‘Gradual Extinction of Religious Schools.’

Sir,—In reply to 4A Conservative M .P.5who objects to the above phrase,
ewhat ‘ mischief’ can be done by drawing attention to the solemn, awful fact,
that our religious schools are being gradually extinguished? Bather it
seems to me that the mischief lies in the omission to proclaim the danger of
this some time ago. A very few did try to show that the certain effect of the
Education Act must be the *gradual extinction of religious schools.” A few
did openly declare a wish that in some School Boards all the members might
be Infidels, and not a few only of them; in order that the people might
realise the nature of the Act, might realise that the State had abandoned God,
so far as it was concerned, in the education of her myriads, and had even
rendered it possible for a School Board to levy rates on Churchmen to support
schools by which their own religious schools should be ruined and religious
teaching become impossible. Such men were told that ‘all would work
round,” that this was *gloomy,”that40ld England was true in her heart’
core,”and that wedneed not fear.” What has happened ? Many schools have
been banded over to the Boards, who rent the buildings and abandon
Christian teaching. And | solemnly declare, that the only difference between
my own forebodings and facts is, that the extinction of religious schools is
coming on two or three years sooner than | anticipated. As to the
4swamping ’ question, | made every possible effort to obtain relief, and
though the ‘swamping parish *was even in another county my appeal was in
vain.

As to the inquiry, 4Has your correspondent given his support to the
movement,”in connexion with a deputation to the Duke of Richmond ? He has
not only done this, hut Church Bells have rung (and the cNational Society’
has heard the peal), not alone in favour of this, but of the right of every
Englishman to demand a 4conscience clause ’ in the 4Board Schools,” by
which the parent of every child claims that it may receive two or three half-
hours’ religious teaching weekly, in school hours, from the clergyman of the
parish or his licensed curate, or the minister or representative of his
4denomination.5 So much for personal doings. But the truth is that the
laity of England, so far from not needing the ;title 1complained of to be rung
in their ears, need rather that it be 4tolled,” ‘rung in peal,” ‘rung in changes,’
and ‘fired,” hy Church Bells into them. Even now, men are only beginning
to awake to a sense of our dangers. Thousands do not believe that
Christianity is in perill They do not believe that Boards can abolish
religious instruction altogether, forbidding the reading of the Bible, the
recital of the Lord’s Prayer, and every kind of religious teaching ! Yet so it
is. Thousands do not realise, even now, that all our schools may be mined
by Board Schools, and that we must and shall pay heavy rates to effect this
very ruin.

So long as some respectable men are elected in School Boards, good
people content themselves with remarking, 4He is a worthy man, and will not
allow anything wrong,—forgetting that, at the utmost, the religious teaching
in a Board School must be so undogmatic that no one dare to assert the
Eternal Divinity of Jesus Christ within them. The 4mischief’is, that the
danger of the 4gradual extinction of religious schools’has not been more
heartily forewarned for years past on every side of us. Had this been done,
instead of throwing dust in our eyes, ancl saying 4Peace ! peace!’ this fearful
crisis would not have arisen. My hope and object have been, and still are,
that by such an article and by such a title as have been complained of the
Christians of England (nonconforming as well as conforming), would be
roused to demand that this state of things should be removed forthwith ;
hy which almost every religious school is now jeopardised, and hy which
(under the specious, deceitful cry of4Liberty’) Christians are being forced to
support a system which is rapidly rather than 'gradually’ destroying our
4religious schools.” One only hope remains. It is that Christians will see
our peril; for if they do, it will be averted. But until they see the danger
they will do nothing to hinder it. All | try to dois to make them behold
this very great danger we are in. With every respect, then, to my critic, |
must say, that | am more than ever thankful that | wrote the 4Comment,5
with the title, 4Gradual Extinction of Beligious Schools.5 1 shall not enter
into any controversy, hut | submit that I am entitled to the insertion of this
letter. G. V.

Sir,—In spite of what 4A Conservative M.P.5 says in your issue of
February 19, | cannot but think the 4Extinction of Beligious"Schools,5will
soon not only be 4gradual,’ but even 4speedy.” He points out that four
various measures of relief are now under discussion, and that an influential
deputation is to wait upon the Duke of Bichmond very shortly to urge these
matters. But many school managers are now driven to bay, and have to face
the question at once. The Boards are in existence, and Voluntary Schools
in many instances cannot hold out while theorists are talking. The question
stares them in the face. What is to be done, and that, too, without delay ? In
April the new regulations which make grammar a sine qua non come into
operation, and our difficulties are increased, as we shall then be more
heavily weighed in the struggle for existence than before.

The clause in the Queen’s Speech, from what has since passed on the
subject, seems to point to nothing beyond the efficient working of the Agricul-
tural Children’s Act. No hint has yet been dropped in either House of any
coming relief to us. Meanwhile, we are told to wait patiently.  This, in
many cases, is impossible. We are, as | said before, at bay. ‘It is useless
to lock the stable when the horse is gone.5

4A Conservative M.P.” says he is glad to see that a former correspondent
(I presume he refers to 4A School Manager’s™ letter, in your issue of
January 29), ‘does not intend to transfer his buildings to the Board, but
use them for other purposes if he cannot maintain them as now.” | would
venture to ask again, Is this possible? Are not 4school managers’ or
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4trustees’ the representatives of the Education Department, to conduct the
schools, and if unable to do so, to resign their office? Have they power to
4use for other purposes 5buildings to which the Government in days gone
by have probably made a building grant? Is not the site, &c. conveyed for
ever to the Education Department? But whether this grant has been made
or not, are the buildings the private property of the ‘managers,” ‘trustees,’
or ‘committee,” to be disposed of as they please ? This is a point which
many managers would like to have answered in an authoritative way, as they
could then deliberate upon their future course of action.
E. Jackson, M.A. Vicar of Eston and Normanby, Yorkshire.

Sir,—1 was very thankful to see the letter of ‘A Conservative M.P.’ in
your last number. Surely the cause of Voluntary Education, as represented
chiefly in Church-of-England Schools, need not yet be looked upon with
despair ?

Why should not every clergyman in England and Wales urge all® sup-
porters ofthe Church Schools to demand, calmly but firmly and perseveringly,
that what they pay annually in support of efficient Elementary Schools
should, on production of a receipt, be counted as so much towards the
liquidation of the School-board rate? No deception could be practised
if—once a-year—a list of such claims of exemption was printed and posted
at the church doors.

The time has come when all professing Christians must take part either
with those who are trying to separate religion from all the principal affairs
of this life, or with those who endeavour to maintain the old principle,
4W hatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.’

Out of several schools in connexion with the Church in this parish, the
two last schools which were opened, were opened since the formation of
a School Board; and so far they have been self-supporting, being main-
tained for the accommodation of 300 children without one single annual
subscription. Thos. W. Peile, Vicar of Cannock.

Home for Smack-Boys, Great Yarmouth.

Sir,—Again | have to ask your permission to return thanks for another
five pounds for the Smack-Boys’ Home, received this evening from ‘T. S.,
Clevedon.” 1 have just returned from a ‘ Welcome,” or ‘House-warming5
given by Miss Walrond and a few friends to a number of fishermen, smaok-
men, shrimpers, and their wives, at the 4Home.” It was a most orderly,
cheering meeting; and | am thankful to say that all looks well for success,
except that we are still too deeply in debt (170/.). George Venables.

4D . x.5—The Girls’ Book of Prayers and Hymns, price 2d., published hy
Hatchards for 4The Girls’ Friendly Society,” will perhaps suit you. Dr.
Vaughan On Confirmation, (Macmillan, Is. Grfi) is suitable for schoolboys.

4l gnoramus.5—The discussion of your question has occupied a large space
in the Times, we cannot enter upon it in Church Bells.

4T. T."—We do not know the date of tlie gift, nor do we now remember the
source from which we derived the information.

4A. A. E.5~We do not remember having seen the letter.

Received also.—G. A. Allen; Emily Rammel; C. Mortimer; T. Clark; T.P. B .;
A. K.; A ‘Reverend5Priest; An Ex-Quaker; A Reader of Church Bells; M. K.; L. P;
M.P.;J. F. G.; &c.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

IMPERIAL.
By Jasper W. Snowdon, llkley, Yorkshire.

In former articles on Change-ringing particulars have appeared of the
peals rung in the Surprise variations of Treble Bob, and as a lit addition to
the notices of these peals I now purpose to look into the peals rung in the
only other difficultvariation of Treble Bob which has received much attention.
| allude to that known as 4lmperial the Third.” The attention which this
peal has received from the ringing world has, to a great extent, been confined
to its publication in all tlie works on ringing of any note for more than a
century. In some of the old Campanoloyias several different Imperial peals
are given; hut when tlie Claris was written, in 1788, 4imperial the Third’
was only produced, ancl the writers say, 4There are two other peals of this
name, viz. Imperial the First and Imperial the Second, which we have
passed unnoticed, as the merit of all the three is combined in the above.’
Since the publication of this work 4imperial the Third’ has been given in
the works of Shipway and Hubbard, under the curtailed title of 4imperial,’
by which name it is now generally known. It is, however, a peal in which the
tenors are generally widely parted; and since its work is as difficult as Sur-
prise-ringing, it is not probable that it will ever receive much attention: but
since it seems to have been practised at a time when intricate ringing was
little studied, the few particulars which I have been able to look up cannot be
without interest.

The only peals rung in this variation of which, after some research, | have
been able to gain particulars are three, viz. one rung in 1760 ancl another in
1772 at Norwich, and a third at St. Andrew’, Sobam, Cambridgeshire, in
1800. The only notice | have of the first one | gained from the Osborne
MSS., where it states that,—

*The following remarkable circumstance occurred at St. Giles’ Church, Norwich In
the year L60 was rung b?]/ the Norwich Scholars a peal of changes of that intricate
method called “ Imperial the Third,” which system was originally composed by Thomas
Porter. As far as memory serves, there being no record of this peal, it was said to have
been rung by the following persons; but it is, for a cerrai: tv, unknown which bells they
ran?, except the treble, 6th, and tenor, viz. —John Chamberlain, ti-oble, and called tlie
peal; John Webster, 6th; and John Bye, tenor; Christopher Lindsay, Thos. Barton,
James Watling, John Havers, and James Vines also rang ill this peal. John Barton rang
either the 5th or 7th, as Webster fell towards him when he expired. No other account
can now be given of the ﬁeal than the above ; but many others in the same method have
been rung by the Norwich Company, of which no record can be had in consequence of the
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loss of ilio afccient book. The above-named John Webster, who rang the 6tli, fell down
dead when ceasing his boll, after having rang the peal described.’

A stone tablet was lixed on tbe wall, near the spot where the sixth rope
hangs, with a few appropriate lines, a copy of which was given among the
*Belfry Records’in Church Bells on July 19th, 1878. From this it appears
the peal was rung on Nov. 17, 1760.

Of the other peal rung at Norwich, the only existing record is a paragraph
from a Norwich Mercury of that time. It was evidently thought a great feat,
as the newspaper also gives the following poetic outbreak by an admirer of
the ringers; but I must confess that the intention of the author was more
commendable than his composition :—

“All %/e performers of this art

Join hand in hand and bear a part,
Praise of Imperial loudly sing,

And these here men who Hid it ring;
For Norwich sons, mostjustly famed,
All other ringers here hath shamed.”

Soham, where tbe other peal was rung, is a small country village in Cam-
bridgeshire, which, when the ‘fens’ were in their original undrained state,
must, Ximagine, have been almost under water ; it was, therefore, about the
last place in this country where | should have expected to hear of such a
first-rate band of ringers as once existed there. But so it was. ‘The Soham
lingers and Isleham singers ’were at one time noted for their proficiency in
these different branches of Church music. That the Soham men well merited
the approbation of this adage, no one who has seen the array of tablets which
grace the walls of that tower can doubt. Were any proofrequired of the long
and arduous practice which it took to arrive at such a point of excellence, the
visitor will not fail to observe it in the deep holes worn in the raised platform
from which the tenor was rung, as the hard wood is cut nearly through in the
place where the ringer was wont to stand. Alas, that now there should be no
ringers at Soham worthy to occupy the places of these proficients! and that—
from what | learnt when | visited the tower in 1874, and took copies of the
tablets—it is many years since a peal has been rung on this fine ring of ten
hells; and while these once able ringers, ‘each in his narrow cell for ever
laid," now rest in their long, last sleep, under the green turf of the surrounding
churchyard, seldom are the echoes around them awakened by the sounds of
those bells whose accents they loved so well, and whose tones awakened in
their hearts a noble ambition, to the skilful and harmonious result of which
the tablets on the walls now form but a silent record.

In the paper on ‘Double Norwich Court Ringing | shall again allude to
the Soham ringers; but will now conclude these remarks on ‘Imperial” with
further particulars of t'ne two peals last mentioned :(—

From the ‘Norwich Mercury.—*On January 13th, 1772, was rung at St. Jiichael’, Cos-
lany, Norwich, 60iS changes of Imperial the Thi d, in 3 hours and 5S minutes. Conducted
by John Chamberlain. Stations of ringers thus:—John Chamberlain, treble; William
Warner, 2; Jo nilavers, 0; John Dixon, 4; James Watting, 5; James Vines, 6; John
Dye, 7; Simon Watling, tenor. Weight of tenor, it cwt.'

From tablet in the belfru, St. Andrew’s. Soham, headed *Peals run? in this tower by the
Society of Soham Youths.—*17th of Feb. 18(J0. 5152 changes of Imperial the Third, in
three hours and thirt{)—four minutes. Thomas Tebbit, 1; Luke Goldsbrow, 2; Joseph
Finch, 3; Thomas Tebbit, junr., 4; Robert Tebbit, 5; Robert Chevis, 6; Thomas Talbot, 7;
Robert Silver, 8.”

Unveiling Tablets at St. Peter’s, Hindley.

In our issue of the 12th Feb. we regretted that the parson was not present.
We are since informed that he was there, with the ladies of the family, and
that he takes great interest in the ringers, and visits the belfry during the
ringing for Sunday services.—Reported.

A few kind Words to Ringers, submitted with all good feeling
towards them, for their consideration about Lent.

It is presumed that all who take part in handling the bells of the Church
are Churchmen, and therefore that they are willing to acquiesce in all Church
observances. As we shall now shortly enter on the season of Lent, we hope
they will see the propriety of abstaining from the ringing the bells for mere
mpractice or amusement, looking forward to peals of j jy on the early morning of
the Resurrection —on Easter Sunday. At such a season let them restrain
themselves from over-indulgence of self; they may feel assured that they will
lose nothing hy it, either in their own feelirigs or the feelings of others
towards them Ed.

New Guild of Ringers in Kent.

On Thursday, Feb. 10, a meeting was held at Dartford, at which the
Vicar, the Rev. F. S. Dale, presided, for the purpose of forming a Society of
Ringers for the surrounding neighbourhood. There was a large attendance
of ringers from the parishes of Dartford, Gravesend, Woolwich, Eritb, Bexley,
Crayford, and Northfleet—altogether between forty and fifty, and it was decided
to form such a Society, to be called 1The Guild of West KentRingers.” Rules
were drawn up and officers and a committee elected, uuder the presidency of
Canon Smith, Vicar of Crayford. The Secretary is Mr. C. Wilfrid Blaxland,
Belvedere, Kent.—Reported.

[We wish you luck in the name of the Lord.—E d.]

Reopening of the Bells of All Saints” Church, Wigan.

On Saturday, Feb. 12, an interesting ceremony took place on the above
occasion, after the re-hanging of the bells by Messrs. Taylor. About
three o’clock the ringers and friends met the Revs. G. H. E. Kempson,
F. A. H. Vinen, and R. G. Matthews accompanied by some of the ehoir-boys,
and went to the belfry, where the Rev. G. H. E. Kempson, in the absence of
the Rector, officiated. He addressed those present on the pleasing ceremony
about to be performed in that tower; the bells which would be rung that day
were dedicated to God’s service, therefore it was nothing but right, after being
put in thorough repair, that God’s blessing should be asked. After a few
prayers were offered, and several suitable hymns were sung, the ringers of
St. Peter’s, Hindley, raised the bells in peal, and then rang a course of
Mr. J._HoU’ peal, containing 504 chaBges. Service was then held in the
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church, after which a mixed company from Hindley, Leigh, Westhoughton,
and Wigan, rang several courses. The company then assembled and partook
of refreshment, after which the Rev. G. H. E. Kempsoo took the chair,
supported by the churchwardens and many gentlemen of the place. The
ringers then went to the belfry and rang several courses, conducted by
Mr. J. Prescott of Hindley.—Reported.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association at Birstall.

On Tuesday, Feb. 1st, seven of the Birstall members of the Associatiou,
with J. W. Snowdon of llkley, the President, rang at St. Peter’, Birstall,
5152 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major, in 3 hrs. 10 mins. The ringers
were:—W. H. Crossley, treble; F. Crowther, 2nd ; G. Thornton, 3rd ; H.
Dodson, 4th; J. W. Snowdon, 5th; W. Elliott, 6th; E. T. Jowett, 7th; J.
Dixon, tenor. The peal, which was in one part, with the 5th and 6th their
extent each way in 5-0, was composed and conducted by J. Dixon. Weight
of tenor, 20 cwt.—Reported.

On Saturday, Feb. 19, seven of the Birstall Change-riugers (assisted hy
J. Wilson of Liversedge) met in the tower and rang a peal of Oxford Treble
Bob Major, containing 5120 changes, in 3 hrs. 8 mins. The ringers were—
W. H. Crossley, treble; F. Crowther, 2nd; J. Wilson, 3rd; H. Dodson, 4th;
B. Parkinson, 5th (his sixty-first peal); B. A. Dodson, 6th ; John Dixon, 7th;
Joseph Dixon, tenor. The peal, which has the 5th and Cth each nine times
right and wrong in 5-6, was composed, and conducted hy W. H. Crossley.
Weight of tenor, 1 ton.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Glinton, Northamptonshire.

Owing to the restoration of tire tower of this church (St. Benedict), the
celebration of the anniversary of the bells was postponed from Nov. 11 to
Feb. 7, when various ringers from the neighbouring societies assembled as
usual to commemorate the above-mentioned event. The Bob Minor and
London Singles were well rung by the visitors. Oxford Treble Bob and
Dixon’s Bob Minor variations were rung by the following:—J. Wright,
Spalding, treble; W. Pearce, Bourne, 2nd; S. Black, sen., Maxey, 3rd;
H. Cutfortb, Maxey, 4th; J. Creasey, Spalding,,5ih; S. Black, jun., Maxey,
tenor. Weight of tenor, 16f cwt. Some peals of five bells, Old and New
Doubles, Grandsire and Stedman’s, were rung by — Rogers, Boston, treble;
W. Pearce, 2nd ; S. Black, sen., 3rd; H. Cutfortb, 4th; S. Black, jun., 5th;
W. Cricchley, Lenton, tenor. At the close of the evening a peal of Plain
Bob was rung by the following:— R. Clarke, Glinton, treble: W. Pearce, 2nd ;
W. Smith, Witham, 3rd; H. Cutforth, 4th; H. Hollis, West Deeping, 5th;
J. Sneath, Witham, tenor. The Glinton ringers assembled at an early hour
to welcome the visitors into the village with a merry peal.—Reported.

Treble Bob Maximus Date Touch at Leeds, Yorks.

On Thursday evening the 10th Feb. the Leeds Parish Church Company,
assisted by two from Holbeck and two from Ilkley, rang at the above church
1876 changes of Treble Bob Maximus, in 1 hr. 23 mins. The riDgers were:—
W. Pawson, Leeds, treble; T. Lockwood, Leeds, 2nd; J. Lockwood, sen.
Leeds, 3rd; It. Tuke, Esq. llkley, 4th; H. Hubbard, jun. Leeds, 5th;
T. West, Bolbeck, Cth; P. Snowdon, Leeds, 7tli; B. Binns, Holbeck, 8th;
W. Whitaker, Leeds, 9th; J. W. Snowdon, Esq. llkley, 10th ; T. Birch,
Leeds, 11th; W. Walker, Leeds, tenor. Composed by J. Lockwood and con-
ducted hy T. Lockwood. Weight of tenor, 36 cwt.—Reported.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association at Holbeck.

On Monday, Feb. 14th, the Society rang 5088 changes of Oxford Treble.
Bob Maj r at St. Matthew’, Holbeok, Leeds, in 2 hrs. 59 mins. The ringers
were;—T. Harrison, Holbeck, treble ; S.Basnett; Holbeck,2nd ; H. Moss. Hol-
beck,3rd; H. Hubbard, jun. Leeds,4th ; T.West, Holbeck,Oth; J. W. Snowdon,
likley, 6th ; W.Walker,Leeds, 7th; R. Binns, Holbeck, tenor. Composed by J.
Nicholl and conducted by W. Walker. Weight of tenor, 16 ewt.—Reported.

Royal Cumberland Society of Ringers, London.

On Thursday, Feb. 17th, eight members of the above Society rang at
St. George's, Camberwell, by permission of the vicar and churchwardens,
a peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, containing 8864 changes, in 5 hrs. 10 mins.
The ringers were G . Newson, treble; W. Hoverd, 2nd; D. Stackwood, 3rd;
J. Howe, 4th; G. Harvey, 5th; E. Gibb, of Eye, 6th; S. Jarman, 7th;
J. Barrett, tenor. The above is a variation of Mr. J. Thorp’s peal by Mr.
G. Newson, who conducted it; which has the advantage of enabling the
conductor to bring the bells round by an extra boh at home in the 20th
course, when 6016 changes have been completed. This is the first time such
an extent has been rung in London with the tenors together, the weight
being 14 cwt.—Reported.

Change-ringing at St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green, London.

On Friday, Feb. 18th, eight members of the Ancient Society of College
Youths rang at the above church Holt's ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples,
containing 5040 changes, in 2 hrs. 49 mins. Ringers—W. Jones, treble;
G. Mash, 2nd; G. Dorrington, 3rd; J. R, Haworth, 4th; R. C. Merson
(Uplomao, Devon, firstpeal), 5th; M. A. Wood, 6th; F, Bate, 7th; J. Pettit,
tenor. Conducted by Mr. Wood.—Reported.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association at Hunslet.

On Saturday, Feb. 19th, the Society rang at St. Mary's, Hunslet, 5088
changes of Kent Treble Bob Major, in 3 brs. 11 nains. The ringers were:—
W. Pawson, Leeds, 1st; T. Lockwood, Leeds, 2nd; J. Macintosh, Hunslet,
3rd; J. W. Snowdon, llkley, 4th; J. Baigh, Woodlesford, 5th; J. Dixon,
Hunslet, 6th ; Il. Hubbard, jun., Leeds, 7th; R. Binns, Holbeck, tenor. The
peal was composed hy J. Thorp and conducted by T. Lockwood. Weight of
tenor, 21 ewt.—Reported,

Received.—M. Green will hear direct. D . x; Liverpool College Youth; J. Penning;

John Carter; T.Haddock; J, George.
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Solitary Communion.

Sir,—Allow me to mention a case in point, with reference to the excellent
article signed ‘1. It. V.”in your number lor Feb. 5. It occurred, however,
abroad, not in an English country parish.

In the autumn of 1870, during the war, | was on my way to the East,
through Germany, and spent a Sunday at Baden-Baden. | went to the
service at the English Church there, where there was but a small attendance,
the visitors having mostly left the place owing to the war. It was the custom
of the church to have a celebration every Sunday after Morning Prayer, and
| remained. On looking up | perceived that the church was quite empty,
and that | was the only member of the congregation who intended to be pre-
sent. The clergyman was at the altar, and just as he turned round to see if
there were any communicants, I, thinking perhaps he would not like to cele-
brate for one only, was aboutto leave the church. He immediately came down
from the chancel to me. and inquired if | had intended to remain. | replied,
Certainly | had; and he said at once that he -would continue the service, as it
was always his rule to do if there was but a single communicant, and that he
also desired much to receive the blessed Sacrament himself that morning,
which, unless | remained, he could not do. | gladly consented, and the cele-
bration took place. Now, according to Lord Penzance’s narrow and intolerant
judgment, that good priest (now taken to his rest) was guilty of an illegal
act. Tie washy 110 means an extreme man, and certainly in this case the
law was better in the breach than in the observance.

W ith regard to the attendance of non-communicants at celebration, is it
possible to stop it? Can any judgment of Lord Penzance or of the Piivy
Council succeed in .expelling from our churches those who wish to remain
during the celebration of Holy Communion, or at any other service ? We
glory in our open churches, ready to welcome within their walls any who
resort thither for worship, either private or public. How, then, can it be con-
sistent to expel any from .worshipping at the one service which was alone
instituted by our Lord Himself? Are we to urge people to come to church,
to hear sermons, to join in prayer and praises., to witness baptisms, weddings,
funerals, but close the doors upon them during the highest act of Christian
worship ?

I here is no doubt that constant non-communicating attendance is liable
to great abuses, and that many substitute a bare attendance for communion ;
hut no abuse can be urged as a sufficient reason for closing the church doors
upon those who desire to be present during the celebration, or for ejecting
from them those who have attended the earlier portion of the service, and
wish to stay till the end. | am writing from a layman’s point of view, and
feel certain that the laity will never submit to any judgment which interferes
"with their libert}70l worshipping in church whenever they please.-

Torquay. F# >

Home for Smack-Boys.

S*R™ A ‘Reader of Church Bells "sends me a five-pound note, justreceived,
lor the Home for Smack-Boys, and desires to have the receipt acknowledged
under the above title. | do this with hearty gratitude, and with a truly sincere
\évisilli that, for many reasons, there may be mauy more ‘Headers of Church

ells.

With much gratitude | also own, on behalf of the Walrond Memorial
Smack-boys’ Home, ten pounds from £E. E.’

George Venables, Vicar of Great Yarmouth.

NOTES AND QUERIES.

Richard Baxter.

Sir,—1 am amused at the letter of ‘L. M.”and astonished to see it. If he wil
read any life of Baxter he will probably find, that although in most tilings li
was well inclined to the Church and Episcopacy, he became a Nonconformisl
and quitted the Church on the 35th of May, 1(102, three months before th
date allowed for those ministers who had got possession of the churches t
signify their conformity to Church principles, if they continued to minister ii
the churches. He will find, too, that in late years Baxter was most shameful!

treated before, and by, that disgrace of the bench of judges, Jefferies an!
was sent to prison by him. THE

‘One Man may not look over the Hedge, but another Man may
steal a Horse.’

Sir,—I read m one of the London newspapers (Pictorial World, p. 1ISO
that the Wesleyan Methodist Sunday-school Union are issuing a series o
cartoons illustrating the principal events ‘in the life of our Saviour,” and tlia
they are adapted for the decorations of walls of schools and chapels. Ifs
used, what is the differentia between these and the 1Stations?* If the one b
right, is the other so very bad? | have often thought that pictures am
diagrams would occasionally be very useful in the pulpit, and have frequent!
used them when preaching in houses and Mission-rooms with good effect. '

A Wayworn Barson.
Sir,—Can any of your readers tell me where | can obtain a good Sucre,
Oratorio set tor children’s voices only ? | know of certain Services of Sucre,
Song, published by the Sunday-school Union, but I wish for something mor
connected and better in style. A Country Curate.

+ J-N _t0 “T-b B” photographs of the Bev. George Body can be ha:
at Mrs. Williamss, photographer, Talbot Place, Darliogton Street, Wolver
hampton; and of Bishop Pattison, the Bev. Joseph Atkin, and Stephei
larsamara, from Miss Pattison, St. Mary Church, Torquay.

1A Zealous Youth’gives no name and address.

Received aeso.—J. R. Crawford.
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

OXFORD AND KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR.
By Jasper W. Snowdon, llkley, Yorkshire.

It is my purpose, in this and the following articles, to trace the gradual
progress of Treble-Bob ringing, from the first performance on each number
of bells to tbe longest lengths yet accomplished; and as the two variations
generally practised, viz. Oxford and Kent, are in every respect so much alike,
I shall for this purpose treat them as being exactly similar.

The former of these variations was for many years almost exclusively
practised, and when—under the title of ‘*New Treble Bob>=—the latter was
first introduced, it was many years before it received much attention. After
the time of Shipway—who, | believe, was the first to give it the name of
‘Kent Treble Bob’—it became more generally known, and is now almost
invariably practised by Treble-Bob ringers. This preference can readily be
accounted for, as tlie effect of Kent-iinging is to keep the tenors together
much more; and besides tlie greater musical effect thereby produced, the
practical labour of ringing it is a good deal less than in the Oxford variation,
where the upward or downward course of the bell has to be reversed after
place-making. In considering, therefore, the extraordinary display of physical
strength shown by the different tenor ringers in some of the long Treble Bob
peals on ten and twelve bells, to be hereafter mentioned, credit must be given
to the ringers for accomplishing these lengths in the Oxford system, since it
renders the task more difficult than if they had been rung in the Kent vari-
ation, as has been the case with all the long peals rung in late years.

In Major-ringing the extremely treacherous nature of the system lias
generally kept the limit of composition only slightly in advance of the power
of ringers, and therefore, as the different greater lengths have gradually super-
seded one another, a set of men has generally been found ready, with pluck
enough to attempt and accomplish the peal obtained. In the work of compo-
sition great advancement has been made in the present century, and it seems
probable that the limit with the tenors together, and probably with them
parted, has been, if not absolutely obtained, at least very closely approximated.

I purpose therefore, firstly, to comment on the increasing lengths obtained
with the tenors together, and then to proceed to those peals in which they are
parted. The first performance of a peal of Oxford Treble Bob was one which
consisted of 5130 changes, rung by the Society of Union Scholars at St.
Dimstan’ in-the-East, Billingsgate, London, on December 27th, 1718. In
accordance with a custom prevailing at that time, the Society called the
method after their own name—21Union Treble Bob,’ as they considered them-
selves entitled to do this by reason of their being the first company who
accomplished a peal in the method. Still, although the name of Union
Treble Bob held to it to some extent, as may be seen by many of the earlier
records of the College Youths and other societies, yet this license does not
seem to have been generally admitted by ringers, as the name of ‘Oxford’ was
also used for it, ancl in course of time the newly-adopted title became still less
used, and at length became quite obsolete. The calling of this peal of 5120
is still well known, and in the peal-book of the Union Scholars, now in the
British Museum, is the original entry of the particulars of the peal, a copy of
which is appended. Fortunately, and curiously I may add, this peal is a
true one, perhaps owing more to good luck than good management, as it was
probably only considered true from the fact that the treble lead-ends were
true, since we learn from the Olavis Campanalogia that it was not until the
year 1708 that Mr. Christopher Wells, a prominent member of the Society of
London Youths, drew attention to the liability of Treble Bob peals to be false
at the dodging of the treble befoie, and it is there stated,—

‘The rumour of this discovery soon spread a general alarm throughout the whole art,
scarcely a peal being rung but its truth was now suspected ; and, indeed, many of their
fears were but too well founded, for on a strict investigation of the peals then rung, the
old peal above-mentioned excepted, two out of three were absolutely false,”

According to the same authority it was not until the year 1780 that the
necessity for proof in 8-4, and 5-6 also—with the tenors together—was dis-
covered. It is therefore probable that most of the peals rung before this
latter date were false, more especially in the longest of these performances.

Having mentioned the above peal, there does not seem to he any reliable
means of showing the gradual increase of the number of changes obtained
with the tenors together, as the peals of greater length which I might mention
may have been rung with them parted. 1 shall therefore pass on at once to
the clever production of 8448 by J. Beeves, which Shipway states ‘was rung
in the Kent variation of Treble Bob, by the Society of Junior Cumberlands, in
1787, at St. Mary’s, Whitechapel, being the first time it was ever performed.’
Of this performance, however, | understand, there is no record in the peal-
book of the Junior Cumberlands. Still, there is little doubt that it was rung
by that Society, as Sliipway mentions ill bis work that he joined it in 1785,
ancl rang in the peal himself. Further particulars would therefore be of much
interest. After this last-named peal | may allude to one worthy of notice, viz.
6720 changes, also composed by J. Beeves, rung at St. Giles’s, Camberwell,
by the Cumberlands in 1704, and conducted by the famous ringer and com-
poser, Mr. George Gross. This peal, according to Shipway, was the first ever
rung containing the 120 course-ends.

At the time of its production the 8449 of Reeves’ was pronounced by him
to be the extent capable of being produced without parting the tenors.
Shipway, however, with more caution, remarks that it ‘is considered to be
the extent with tbe tenors together.’

Although for many years it seemed probable tliat the length of Reeves;
peal would not be surpassed, yet in May, 1869, Mr. Jolm Thorp of Ashton-
under-Lyne produced two peals three treble leads greater in extent; their
number being, therefore, 8544. Neither of these peals was, however, rang
until November 15ih, 1S73, when one of them was rang at Christ’s Church,
Liversedge, by the Huddersfield and Liversedge ringers, the production of
the peal being then ascribed to Mr. \Y. Sottanstall. As the calling was pre-
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cisely similar to that of one of the peals produced by Mr. Thorp, the matter
naturally gave rise to some controversy, more especially as Mr. Thorp had
not made any great secret of his compositions. In 1874, however, Mr. Thorp
set the matter at rest, as he then produced a peal, with the tenors together,
of the extraordinary number of 8864 changes, which he conducted on the
occasion of its performance at Ashton-under-Lyne, on Saturday, February
21st, 1874. 7j,Qj ¢ confinuc(i »

The Guild of Devonshire Ringers.

At the meeting of the Committee, held at Plymouth on Feb. 25, the
following Resolutions, among others, were agreed to:—

Church Bells.
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1827, when he stood 4tli in a peal of 0137 Grandsire Caters ; he rang 3rd in
another of 5105 in 1828; and lastly, remaining inactive for thirteen years, he
took the tenor in a peal of 5088 Kent Treble Bob Major in 1841—his last
peal. After that he did not ring much: a new race of ringers had sprung up ;
and though he used to come up into the belfry occasionally, as long as he
could see (he has been blind thirty years), he could never be persuaded to go
for a peal again. He has had no children, and although he has plenty of
nephews none of them ring, and the Paviers as a ringing family will die out
with him.

| visited the old man a short time ago, and was surprised to find him in
full possession of all his faculties, except his sight; his memory is especially

1. ‘That this Committee is of opinion that the following subject should hegood, and he talks about his different peals as though they occurred but the

sent in to the Subjects’ Committee of the Church Congress, and that this
Committee undertakes to find readers or speakers—*“ Church Bells and how
to Use them.8 (1) The Band of Ringers as part of Parochial Organisation;
(2.) The Science of Bell-ringing.

IT. “Thai the Secretary be empowered to call a District Meeting on receiving
at least fourteen days before the proposed date of the same a requisition,
setting forth the place and day at which a meeting is desired, signed by the
majority of the members of not less than three bands in union, or by twenty
members in all.

A 111, ‘Thatthe Treasurer be empowered to pay to the Secretary the sum
of Qs. 6d. (oris. 6d.) towards the expenses of any member who shall be present
at a District Meeting, during the whole (or half) day, provided application he
made to the Secretary for the same at least three days before such meeting.

IV. ‘That in the event of any special ringing being needed—such as the
reopening of a ring—the President, Secretary, and Treasurer, he empowered
to select a band from among the members to ring on the occasion, and that the
Guild do undertake (if applied to) to pay the travelling expenses (3rd class)
of such persons, and to give them in addition the same allowance as is granted
in the case of District Meetings.

V. ‘That in order to facilitate the”progress of individual members, the
regulations respecting special ringing shall apply to practices of members of
various bands convened, at convenient centres, by the same three officers.

VI. *That this Committee is of opinion that the following addition should
be made to Rule IV. after the word “ annually,” u or becoming a donor of not
less than 51.”

VII. £That members be invited to submit to the Secretary, within amonth,
designs for a new Member's Card.’

Reports of peals rung at Babbacombe, Huntsham, and St. Sidwell’s, were
received, and ordered to be recorded. J. L. Langdon Fulfqrd, Hon. Sec.

Church Bells during the Season of Lent.

Sin,—1In last week’s Church Bells we noticed a paragraph headed ‘Afew kind
Words to Ringers, submitted with all good feeling towards them, for their con-
sideration about Lent.” Now, as a member of the Church and a change-ringer,
I quite agree, and think there should be a restriction, and that the season of
Lent should be strictly observed, and should never countenance long £touches’
or ‘peals ’of the most intricate methods during that season ; but | fail to see
why there should not be on the church bells one hour’ practice in the week
(Passion-week excepted) during the season of Lent. Very appropriate as this
may appear at first, still it would only clearly he understood by those who have
had, and are now teaching, a party the art of change-ringing, especially young
beginners, how essential it is to have frequent practices for good striking and
ringing. Again, if the bolls are neglected—say for seven weeks—the working
gear, ropes, &c., are seldom in order when required; there is some deficiency.
Consequently, the joyous peals that are looked forward to with intense anxiety
hy the riDgers themselves, and also the parishioners, are marred by clashing,
or some other mishap, on the morning of the Resurrection—Easter Sunday.
Let me ask.whether a musical peal “well struck’would not compensate for
the one hour’ practice a-week through Lent? Surely none of the parishioners
would object, and | feel assured that ringers would not over-indulge; hut
would see the propriety of abstaining from ringing, if it was of tlie slightest
annoyance to the clergyman or others, for mere amusement. Again, if the
belfry is part of the church, the bells are consecrated to Cod’ service, and as
the organist is anxious and desirous to get good singing on Easter-day, so are
ringers to get a good muffled peal on Good Friday, and bright ringing at
Easter : hence the one is as essential as the other for practice.

A Devonshire Change-ringer.

[Ringing only cone hour’s practice5will soon be an excuse for once more.
Refrain altogether, or not at all; the working gear and ropes will get no
damage, for they could he used for chiming on the Sundays: but if the young
hands require practice, they may have as much as they like with tied clappers
—a very usual course where neighbours complain. The organist can practise
without disturbing the public quiet at Lenten season.—Ed.]

Memoir of the Oldest Ringer in England.

Sir,—I trust you will not deem this brief account of almost, if not quite,
the oldest living change-ringer out of place in your columns. Jonathan
Pavier was born at South Hincksey, near Oxford, on May 31st. 1779, and is
consequently in his 98th year. He came of a ringing family, his father
Edward taking partin Holt’s ten-part peal in 1775, and again with two of his
uncles in a peal of Grandsire Caters, in 1781. From the year 1785 to 1807,
when Mr. Pavier rang his first peal, there is no entry in the peal-book from
which | take these extracts; and to him and his two brothers, who then also
rang their maiden peals, seems to he due the credit of reviving change-ringing
in Oxford. Amongst his earlier achievements | find that he rang in Holt’s
ten-part peal in 1810, and twice again in 1812; the 9th in a peal of 0101 Grand-
sire Caters in 1815 ; and (his greatest achievement), the same bell in 10,008 of
the same method, in the same year, for which he tells me they received ten
guineas and a good dinner; In 1810 he again figures in Holt’s ten-part peal,
as also in 1817 and 1819, He appears to have rung in no peal after this till

other day. He says he still likes to listen to the hells, and the summer before
last walked to Cumner, a distance of six miles, to hear the ring there, the
music of which lie greatly admires.
I trust you will agree with me that its subject is well worthy of a corner
in your paper. J. S. Pritchett.
Balliol Coll.

Coleridge, Devon.—Restoration of Church Bells.

By the gift of Earl Portsmouth two dilapidated bells, the 4th and 5th in
the ring of six, have been recast by Messrs. Mears & Stainbank, and rehung
hy alocal tradesman. On Friday, the 18th Feb. the work was inspected by
the Earl and his Countess and others, who considered the work satisfactorily
turned out of hand, after which many peals in the method cf the county were
rung by the native ringers. The 4tli bell, dated 1726, was by the well-known
founder, John Pennington of Bezant. Its condition for ringing was so re-
markable that it deserves to be recorded in our columns. Referring to the
Church Bells of Devon, published in the Transactions of the Exeter Diocesan
Architectural Society in 1867, vol. i., 2nd series, we extract the following:—
‘Both the sides of the shoulders broken out; the hellis fastened to the stock
by an iron cross inside, and secured to the side. The casting is said to have
been deficient as to metal for the canons, in which state the bell was hung
up with holts; hut it broke down, and the present cross was adopted: the
sound is good.” We presume the beil has since come to crazy grief.—Ed.

Ringing for Sunday Services.

Sir,—In yourissue for Feb. 19, after recording a peal at Oldham, you men-
tion that *although it is the custom in the northern counties to ring for
service,” &c. In reply to this | think that, until Church Bells was established,
few ringers in this part of the country were aware that ringing was not the
general custom; in fact, chiming is quite a novelty. Northern ringers, |
think, would scout the idea of not putting the hells to their proper use—i. e.
ringing ; and | am sure that any one who has heard the good, regular, even-
time ringing to be heard every Sunday in Liverpool, Manchester, Bradford,
Halifax, Leeds, and other towns, would be highly delighted, and be convinced
that it was preferable to chiming. Liverpool College Yoi*th.

St. Mary’s, Saffron Walden, Essex.

On Sunday, Feb. 20th, Mr. Blakemore’s peal of Oxford Treble Boh Minor,
containing 15 hobs, was rung by the following:—J. Freeman, treble; J.
Penning, 2nd; G. Martin, 3rd; J. Miller, 4tli ; N. Pitstow, 5th; F. Pitstow,
Oth. Conducted hy F. Pitstow.—Reported.

[Why did they ring the above on Sunday?—Ed.]

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association at Holbeck.

On Monday, Feb. 21st, the following members of the Society rang at
St. Matthew’s, Holbeck, Leeds, 5088 changes of Oxford Treble Bob Major,
in 2 hrs. 57 mins.:—T. Harrison, Holbeck, treble ; S. Basnett, Holbeck, 2nd ;
H. Hubbard, jun. Leeds, 3rd ; R. Tuke, Esq. Ilkley, 4th; T. West, Holbeck,
5th; W. Walker, Leeds, 6th; J. W. Snowdon, Esq. Ilkley, 7th; R. Binns,
Holbeck, tenor. The peal was composed hy W. Hudson and conducted by
R. Binns. Weight of tenor, 10 cwt.—Reported.

Muffled Peal at Redenhall, Norfolk.

On Monday evening, Feb. 21st, the Redenhall Society of Change-ringers
rang a muffled peal as a mark of respect to the memory of Mr. Robert Moss,
who died on the 14tli ult., in the 72nd year of his age. He was for many
years a member of this Society, and was noted as a good striker. He rang
the 5th hell in the peal of 10,080 changes of Oxford Treble Bob, rung in 1800
at Redenhall, in 6 hrs. 25 mins.—Reported.

Change-ringing at W est Bromwich, Staffordshire.

On Tuesday, Feb. 22nd, the following visited All Saints’Church, and rang
Holt’s original one-part peal of Grandsire Triples, containing 5040 changes,
in 2 hrs. 54 mins. Conducted hy J. Carter, for the first time. The first peal
rung here for upwards of 20 years. The ringers were :—E. Cashmore, treble;
W. Woodhall, 2nd; T.Horton, 3rd ; J. Tinsley, Darlaston, 4th ; J. Carter, 5th ;
P. Cashmore, Oth; W. Smith, Darlaston, 7th; S. Simkin, Darlaston, tenor.
Weight of tenor, 14 cwt.—Reported.

Ringing at Upper Clapton, Middlesex.

On Saturday, Feb. 20th, the following members of the Ancient Society of
College Youths rang at St. Matthew’s, Uj*per Clapton, Mr. Thurston’s peal
of Stedman’s Triples, consisting of 5040 changes, with a single in each of the
last two courses, in 2 hrs. 50 mins. .—T. Page, treble; H. Page, 2nd ;
S. Reeves, 3rd ; C. H. Jessop, 4th; W. Tanner, 5th; W. Greenleaf, Otli;
J. Pettit, 7th ; W. Bird, tenor. The peal is the first in this method rung on
these bells, and was conducted hy J. Pettit.—Reported.

Received avo.-John R. Pritchard ; Henry Johnson ; W. Whitfield ; W. H. Ridley
E. T. Gilbert.
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cording to his wishes his remains were interred in the consecrated portion of
our cemetery. | was asked to the house on the day of the funeral and performed
the service in the church and at the grave. On the following Sunday we
sang suitable hymns, and | preached a funeral sermon. The widow, family,
and mourners all came to church. One Wesleyan remarked to a friend of
mine how much he should like to have a beautiful service like ours at the
Wesleyan chapel. Over the grave of my deceased brother stands a beautiful
granite cross, the most conspicuous monument in our burial-ground.

Case 2.—A young man, a Primitive Methodist, who never during life was
to my knowledge within the -walls of our church, was taken ill and desired
me to visit him. This I didvery frequently, to the comfort of my parishioner
and with advantage to myself. This young man’s relations had a burial-
ground in the unconsecrated portion ofthe cemetery. He knew that were he
buried there | should not he able to perform the service, so on his death-bed
he charged his wife and others to see that his remains were deposited in con-
secrated ground, and that | should specially be asked to accompany his body
from the house to the church, and bury him as near as might be to the iflace
where his father was laid. His requests were complied with. My conduct
here has not been branded as *Clerical Intolerance,” nor has the impression
produced at present vanished. A Lancashire Vicar.

P.S— A cemetery was added to our churchyard in May 1858. An eighth part
was left unconsecrated up to October 1875. There liad been 110 interments in
the unconseerated portion, and in the churchyard and consecrated part of the
cemetery 1959.

Sir,—Permit me to suggest that the readers of Church Bells should send
information of every instance which has come to their knowledge of Clerical
Tolerance to S. D. Waddy, jun. If he will then kindly publish the ‘infor-
mation " he receives from both sides, perhaps *the impression produced ’will
he more permanent. K. L.

Solitary Communion.

Sin,—Surely your esteemed correspondent/J. F. C./ can hardly justify his
strong lapguage that Lord Penzance’s judgment was ‘narrow and intolerant,’
in decreeing that for a priest to celebrate with only one communicant is ‘an
illegal act?” | think “J. F. C.’will admit that the rubrics are the law of
the Church; and as there is no ambiguity in the terms of the rubric which
directs that ‘there shall be no Communion except three at the least
communicate with the priest,5even “if there be not above twenty persons
in the parish of discretion to receive the Communion;’ could any judge,
mwhose duty it is to administer the law as he finds it, decide otherwise than
that to communicate with one only is illegal ? *J. F. C.’s’own movement to
leave the church at Baden-Baden, on perceiving that he was the only one of
the congregation remaining, shows that he was aware what is the law in
England. And it seems that eyen Mr. Bidsdale himself does not appeal
against Lord Penzance’s judgment Oll this point. As to the question of non-
communicating attendance, | am not aware that any clergyman has ever tried
forcibly to expel persons who chose to remain during celebration without
themselves communicating. All that a clergyman can do, who observes such
a tendency in any of his congregation, is to show them how contrary it is to
the mind of the English Church, and to the terms of our Lord’s own appoint-
ment, who said, ‘ Take, cat . . . Do this, in remembrance of Me.” There is
hardly any likelihood of a legal judgment being sought, or pronounced, which
would interfere with an Englishman’s liberty to do as he pleases in this
respect. H.

MOTES AND QUERIES,

Sir,—111 the event of an equal right with Churchmen to the use of the
parish churchyard being established by the sects, how, when area for enlarge-
ment of edifice is called for, will it be conceded and secured, the churchyard
offering the greater facility? S.jj. b.

Sib,—1 should be much obliged if any reader of Church Bells could inform
ms whether there are any other churches in England, besides the one in
London, dedicated to St. Pancras ? Also, where I could gain the fullest infor-
mation possible respecting the saint ? A. Luittain.

Sir—Will some reader give me the title and publisher of a pamphlet on
Prayersfor the Dead by a Mr. Austin, a clergyman of the Irish Church ? |
am anxious to replace the pamphlet, obtained a few years ago and now lost.

A. K.
Sib,—Will you tell me if any good Confirmation Register is now to be had ?
The excellent one published by Bell and Daldy is out of print. S. W.
I £°C. M. F.”likes to repeat her request—giving her name and address for

publication, that the lists maybe sent direct to her—we will insert it: not
otherwise.

1C. E. G.'—Thanks for your friendly suggestions, which shall have con-
sideration ; hut we fear practical difficulties will prevent our carrying them
out.

‘A Country Curate 1would do well to send to Novello, Ewer, and Co. for
a copy of the ‘Messiah Service of Song. Partl. The Advent. Compiled by
F. and C. Hamilton.” Price, by post, 4-Jd.

‘Churchman ’ desires to hear of a work that answers the objections gene-
rally brought against the Church by Dissenters, and the objections generally
brought against Christianity by unbelievers, with references to Holy Scripture.
He also wishes to hear of a good Church History, with publisher's name and
price.

[Blunt’s Key to the Knowledge of Church History. Ancient alia Modern
(published by Kivingtons, 2s. 6d. each), may meet your last want.—Ed.]

ErcxiYED also—A Layman; li K.; Cantab; Another Layman; S. C.; Via Media.
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

OXFORD AND KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR.
By Jasper W. Snowdon, llkley, Yorkshire.
(Continuedfrom page 163.)

H aving briefly recited tbe notable peals known to have been rung with the
tenors together, I will proceed to consider those in which they are parted.
The first known of these, and the longest length* rung in this method for
many years, was a peal of 10,080 changes, performed at St. Michael s, Coslany,
Norwich, on April 1st, 1727. Although the record, still existing, affirms that
‘there was no change alike or bell out of course,”yet I think it very impro-
bable, considering the very little knowledge then existing concerning the
proof required for such peals, that this one could be true.

After this, at different times, several peals of the same length were rung,
butin 1800 a peal of 10,112 changes was rung hy the Society of Cumberlands
at Edmonton. This peal was composed and conducted by Mr. George Gross,
and at once took its stand as the longest length completed. According to
Shipway, Mr. Gross also composed a peal of 10,994, and Mr. Noonan was tbe
author of one containing 11,904 changes. These peals, however, were never
rung, and were afterwards superseded by one of 12,320 changes, composed by
Shipway, which was rung by a mixed company of ringers at Otley, Yorkshire,
in 7 hrs. 15 mins., on August 24tb, 1814, being at that time the greatest length
composed or completed. Concerning this feat, as its performance had died
out of recollection at Otley, for a long time | was unable to ascertain any
further particulars beyond the foot-note in Shipway’ work, until I visited
Wakefield Church, Yorkshire, where, at the foot of a tablet commemorating a
peal of Grandsire Caters, | found a record of the date and time of performance.
From this it .appears that one of the Wakefield ringers—W. Woodhead—took
part in the peal, and rang the seventh hell right through. Mr. G. lies, for-
merly of Otley and now resident in Leeds, who heard this peal rung, and has
since heard the other two long peals rung in Yorkshire, informs me that
J. Hudson of Leeds rang the treble, and |. Tebbs, Leeds, and J. Inman,
Keighley, rang the tenor between them, and that the peal was called from
manuscript by a Keighley man, who did not take part in the ringing.

Before the actual completion of Shipway’ book, in 1816, he received a
peal of 14,016 of Treble Bob Major, the composition of Mr. W. Eversfield of
Gravesend, which was inserted in the Appendix to his work. For many years
this peal was before the public without being attempted, but at length it was
accomplished, single-handed, by the Society of Lingers at Qldbam, Lancashire,
in 7 hrs. 26 mins. on Feb. 12th,. 1821. This peal was afterwards supplanted
by one of 15,168 changes, composed hy Mr. H. Wright of Leeds, Yorkshire,
which was rung at St. Mary’, Elland, on December 26tb, 1831, by a company
formed from the Elland and Huddersfield Societies, in 8 hrs. 43 mins. In
this peal, however, ten men took part, as the ringers of the third and fourth
hells had to he relieved.

Still a greater length, viz. 15,648 changes, -was composed by Mr. Thomas
Day of Birmingham, in 1832. This peal he afterwards lengthened to 15,840 ;
and on the 27th of April, 1868, it was rung, single-handed, in 9 hrs. 12 mins.,
hy eight members of the Ancient Society of College Youths, at St. Matthew's,
Bethnal Green. About this time Mr. Day obtained two greater lengths,
namely, 16,032 and 16,608; the latter of which, on December 14th, 1872, a
company of ringers attempted at Earlsheaton, Yorkshire, but failed, by reason
of one of their number becoming exhausted, after having rung about 10,000
changes. The same company, however, on December 28th, 1872, a fortnight
afterwards, succeeded in accomplishing the peal in 9 hrs. 48 mins. Although
since this time Mr. Day has increased this peal, by the use of sixth-place bobs,
to 17,472 changes, yet the Earlsheaton peal still stands unrivalled as the
longest length either composed or completed in Treble Bob Major by the use
of the ordinary fourths-place bobs. Appended are such further particulars
of the performances enumerated above as will be of general interest:—

From the original Peal-book of the Union Scholars:—‘December the 27, 171S.—This
Society rang, at St. Dunstan’s-in-the-East, the first true and complete peal of 5120 Union
Bob. “John Hedley, 1; Robert French, 2; William Freeborn, 3; Edward Franks, 4;
Richard Oswald, 5; Thomas Perrin, 6; Robert Bawlding, 7; William Coster, 8.”

Reeves's 8448.  Note in Shipway's work:—* This peal was rung in the Kent variation of
Treble Bob, by the Society of Junior Cumberlands, in 17S7, at St. Mary’s, Whitechapel,
being the firsttime it was ever performed.’

From the Cumberlands' Records:—* St. Giles’s, Camberwell.—On Monday, October 20th,
1794, the Society rang 20 courses, with 60 course-ends, of Union Treble Bob, consisting of
6720 changes, it being the most that ever was rang in that steeple, in 3 hrs. and 58 mins.
Geo. Gross, sen., treble ; Win. Pliso, 2; Wra. Stephens, 3; John Darby, 4; Wm. Shipway, 5,
Malaclii Ckannon, 6; Jas. Truscoat, 7; Geo. Harriss, tenor. Call’'d by Mr. Geo. Gross, sen.;

8544 at Liversedge:—On Saturday, November 15th, 1873, the undermentioned company
rang, at Christ’s Church, Liversedge, 8544 changes of Kent Treble Bob Majorin 5 hrs., being
the greatest number ever performed with the tenors together in this method J. Stead,”
Huddersfield, treble; J. Knott, Liversedge, 2; J. W. Lang, Liversedge, 3; G. Clay,
Huddersfield, 4; C. W. Clegg, Huddersfield, 5; M. Ramsden, Liversedge, 6; J. Illing-
worth, Liversedge, 7; W. Collins, Liversedge, tenor. Conducted by J. Illingworth.
Weight of tenor, 16 cwt.

S864 at Ashton-under-Lyne:—On Saturda{, February 21st, 1874, eight members of the
Society of Change—ringers of Ashton-under-Lyne rang, at St. Peter’s, Ashton, 8864 changes
of Kent Treble Bob Major, in 5hrs. 27 mins., being the greatest number of changes ever
obtained, with the tenors together, in this method:—T. Moss, treble; J. Bocock, 2; T.
Stopford, 3; D. Heap, 4; B Broadbent, 5; J. Giilott, 6; C. Thorp, 7; J. Thorp, tenor.
Composed and conducted by J. Thorp. Weight of tenor, 20 ewt.

The following peals are with the tenors parted:—

Tablet in the Belfry of St. Michael's, Coslany, Norwich.A. remarkable peal was rung by
the eight persons as under, called the Quarter-peal of Oxford Treble Bob, all eight in, or
the Union Bob, consisting of 10,080 changes, which they rung? in 6 hrs. 28 mins. on the
1st day of April, anno 1727. There was no change alike or bell out of course. Performed
by Richard Barham, 1: Thomas Melchior, 2; John Harveg, 3; John Webster, 4; Thomas
Gardiner, 5; Thomas Barret, 6; Edward Crane, 7; Robert Crane, tenor.” Weight of
tenor, 15 cwt.

From the Records of the Cumbei'lands Society.— ‘Unrivalled in the- annals of Cam-
panistanean fame, to the honour of Mr. George Gross, whose merit cannot too much be
said for composing and calling a complete peal of 10,112 changes of Oxford Treble Bob,
which was rung by this Society on Monday, April 2Sth, 1S00, in 6 hrs. and 29 mins , at All
Saints’, Edmonton, by George Gross, 1; George Gross, jun. 2; James Nash, 3; Thomas
Reeves, 4; John Hints, 5; James Barnard, 6; Samuel Cowling, 7; William Stephens, 8,”
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Rote on a Tablet in All Saints, Wakefield. — ‘On the 27th of August, 1814, the above-
named William Woodhearl rung the 7th hell in the church of Otley through a peal of Treble
Bob, consisting of 12,320 changes, in 7 hrs. and 15 mins., being the longest peal in that
method ever rung in England.” Weight of tenor, 16 cwt.

Tablet in the Belfry of St. Mary’s, Oldham, formerly in the old tower of that church—*On
Monday, the 12th day of February, 1821, was rung in tlie old tower Mr. Eversfield's peal of
Kent Treble Bob Major, of 14,016 changes, in 7 hrs. 26 mins., by the following persons —
Joseph Newton, conductor, 1; James Mills, 2; John Brierley, 3; James Taylor, 4 ; William
Rigby, 5; Thomas Chadderton, 6; John Whitehead, 7; James Jackson, tenor, 14 cwt.”

ablet in the Belfry of St. Mary’, ELland—'On Monday, the 26 of December, 1831, six
of the members of the Huddersfield Society and four of the members belonging to the
Ellaud Society of Change-ringers, ascended the tower and made the bold attempt to ring
Mr. Hugh AVright’s, of Leeds, peal of 15,168 changes, which lie had just attained, it being
the largest composition ever accomplished by any man in England at the time, and of the
Kent Treble Bob Major. It was rung in a masterly style in 8 hrs and 43 mins. Weight
of tbe tenor, 15 cwt. The above was rung in the hearing of numerous ringers from the
neighbouring towns of Leeds, Halifax, Bradford, AYakefield, and Dewsbury, who had come
to witness the occasion and prove the correctness of it. The men who rung in the peal:—
William Haigh, Huddersfield, treble; Benjamin Crowther, Elland, 2; Luke Noble and
Thos. Pitchforth, Elland, 3; Jon. Womerslcy, Huddersfield, and Jas. Noble, Elland, 4;
John Womersley, Huddersfield, 5; John Hanson, Huddersfield, 6 ; AVilliam Dumbleton,
Huddersfield, 7; Samuel Goodier, Huddersfield, 8. The two first and four last rung the
whole peal without changing. The first part was conducted by Jonathan Womersley, and
the two last by Samuel Goodier.”

Tablet in the Bel*ry of St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green—‘Ancient Society of College Youths.
—On Monday, April 27, 1868, was rung a true peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, comprising
15.540 changes, in 0 hrs. 12 mins. beinxthe longest peal ever run bx{ one set of men.
Performersi—H Haley, sen. treble; Y. Cooter, 2; J. Pcttitt, 3; H. Booth, 4; R.
Hopkins, 5; G. Horrex, 6; M. A. Wood, 7; J. M. Hayes, tenor. Composed by Mr. T.
Day of Birmingham, and conducted by Mr. If. Haley, sen.” AYeight of tenor, 14 cwt.

10,608 at Earlsheaton.—On Saturday, December 28th, 1872, the following compan?/ ran
at St. Peter’s, Earlsheaton, near Dewsbury, Yorkshire, 16,608 changes of Kent Treble Bol
Major, in 9 hrs. 48 mins., being the greatest Ienzgth composed in this method:—W. Preston,
Earlsheaton, treble; F. Bailey, Batley Carr, 2; S. Senior, Earlsheaton, 3; J. H. Dixon,
Batley Carr, 4; J. Idle, Dewsbury, 5; C. Senior, Earlsheaton, 6; J. Garforth, Dewsbury, 7;
C. A."Fox, Dewsbury, tenor. The peal was composed by Mr. T. Day of Birmingham. "The
f1i4rsthalfwas conducted by Mr. Preston and the latter half by Mr. Fox. ARcight of tenor,

cwt.

Sunday Ringing.

‘A Liverpool College Youth,” by his letter in our last issue, is surprised
to learn that ringing the bells for Sunday services is peculiar to the north
and midland counties. Certainly we know little or nothing of it in London,
nor is it the general practice in the south-western counties ; the bells are
either chimed or the tenor is tolled, than which certainly nothing can be
more melancholy. But our correspondent has opened a vexed question which
is well suited to our pages, namely, Sunday Binging, about which, no doubt,
there is a difference of opinion. The great objection to it is the notorious
fact that the ringers, after calling the people to assemble for public worship,
themselves walk oif—it may be with an apron round their waist and a
pipe in the month. Perhaps nothing has tended to lower ringers in the
social scale and in public estimation more than such unseemly conduct. But
we believe that much greater self-respect is rapidly progressing among
ringers, and we hope the ‘Liverpool Youth’Is one of sueh.

But we would take leave to ask him, whether he and liis comrades are in
the Ixabit of attending the Church services after their peal ? We believe that
in the northern counties they are well paid for the ringing. And will he tell
us wHEjtF. they do attend ?

We were once at Doncaster, and talked to the clerk or sexton upon this
subject. His reply was, that seats had been set apart for them, hut that “he
had never seen them occupied !’ AVe know several ringers who of their own
accord have given up all Sunday ringing, because of the evils connected
with it.

That our views on this question are not singular, we will annex a passage
from an article published in the Ecclesiologist, June, 1861, in which Mr.
Ellacombe uses these words:—

‘In my Practical Remarks on Belfries and Ringers, | have alluded to the
evils of Peal-ringing on Sundays. However delightful and poetical may be
the thought connected with a cheerful peal on a Sunday morning, every year
convinces me more and more that in most cases it is productive of evil.
With how many is Sunday an idle day!and when such characters collect about
the belfry (and the sound of the bells is always inviting), the more there will
he assembled to tempt and to draw off to the public-liouse. Or it may be, in
arural parish, some necessary work has been deferred for the sake of joining
in the morning peal, and so the time for getting ready for church is taken up,
ancl the service is not attended. In those parts of England where it is the
regular custom to ring a certain time before the service (as in the north and
the midlands), it is notorious that few, if any, of the ringers form part of the
congregation. On the contrary, when the clergyman walks into the church,
they walk out; perhaps, after a long peal, they think they are not quite in a
fit trim to appear among their neighbours, though little ashamed to he seen
retreating. Surely, therefore, it is the best plan not to allow any ringing for
any person or thing on Sundays, excepting, indeed, on the early mornings of
festivals. In proof of the evil of which I am now speaking, | once received
a letter from the son of one of the ringers in nay then parish, in which he
implored me to use my influence and authority to put a stop to Sunday
ringing, recounting in his letter the evil and misery he had witnessed in his
father's family, all of which had resulted from this practice, and that by my
so doing | should prevent a multitude of sins, and save not one, hut many
souls from eternal misery. Another old and most respectable scientific
ringer, in the midlands, has very lately written to me, in which he deplores
Sunday ringing. He says:—*“ For thirty years and more | have attended
the steeple at leisure times, and regularly, inside the church, seldom missed
twice on the Sabbath. | have always shown a good example to the ringers.
Years back | was tempted to ring one or two long peals on a Sunday, hut it
has always been a great sting to my conscience.””’

There may not be anything morally wrong in early pleasure-ringing on
Sunday morning, or in the afternoon; but if allowed, why not cricket and
other amusements he allowed ? Kinging at those hours has nothing to do
with church-work.

ffo doubt there may be exceptional places, where, for instance, the parson
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or the squire are the leaders; hut in the general, no Sunday ringing is the

way to avoid the evils sometimes associated with the belfry, and so to break

the link which connects it with the public tap-room. Editor.
Ringing in Lent.

Sia,—Seeing a letter in Church Bells of to-day on the subject of ringing
in Lent, I should like to say a few words on the subject. | quite agree with
Mr. Ellacombe that it is not desirable to ring in Lent, bat with some ringers
it is almost impossible to get decent ringing on Easter Day without some
practice beforehand. 1 have an instance in the parish where I myself am
ringer and steeple-keeper. Last Lent we had hardly any practice, and the
consequence was, as we had several young hands, that our early peal on
Easter Day was one mass of stoppages and break-downs. This year we
intend to ring for the Sunday services occasionally during Lent, to which
there can be no objection if the ringers attend Divine service afterwards,
which they always do here when we ring for a service. | disapprove of long
peals on a Sunday, but cannot see any objection to this, especially as in this
ease | and one more of our number live six miles off, and only come up from
Saturday to Monday to Fleet parish church for the purpose.

Vestry Room, Fleet Church. J, R. Jerram.

Change-ringing in W est Somerset.

It may be a matter of interest to some of the readers of Church Bells to
know that change-ringing during the last year and a half has made a great
start in this hitherto ‘Bound-ringing ’ corner of England. Two years ago
our noble science was absolutely unknown, and even unheard of, and now we
can boast of five guilds, all in a more or less prosperous condition. It
started about Easter, 1874, at Porloek, which rvas for some lime the only
steeple in which there was anything of the kind. It was then taken up at
Dunster, and the result has been the rehanging by Messrs. Warner of their
noble riDg ; and under the superintendence of the far-famed Mr. H. Boswell
their ring of eight is as fine and ringable a one as there is in Somersetshire,
while their proficiency in change-ringing is steadily advancing. The in-
fection then spread to Selworthy, where six young farmers, instigated by a
hand-bell concert, given by C. A. W. Troyte, Esq. (of Huntsham Court,
Devon), at Porlock, set to work to teach themselves. They put to rights the
bells in the steeple, got a set of hand-bells, provided a set of decent ropes in
place of their old cart-ropes, and are now making rapid progress with their
ringing; and great credit is due to them for their praiseworthy exertions.
W ithin the last two months two more guilds have been formed at IVooton
Courtney and Timberscome; they have not as yet made very much progress,
but they have got band-bells, and are making a move in the right direction,
and it is to be hoped that this i3not the last ive shall hear of them. Is it
looking too far forward to see in these guilds the germ of a united Somerset-
shire Guild? The only fear at present is lest a spirit of friendly rivalry
among these young societies should lead to an endeavour to bring about
what is such a 1red rag ’to the mind of a cliange-ringer, namely, ‘a ringing
contest.” We most earnestly hope that the promoters of our science, and
especially the parsons of the parishes concerned, will from the very beginning
set their faces against anything of the kind, as it would most surely undo all
the good work which has been done.— Communicated.

[We consider prize-ringing the curse of the belfry.
parsons to stay the evil.—Ed.]

A Nut to be Cracked by Parsons who neglect Ringers.

sir, Though I have been here as curate of the parish but a short time, |
have endeavoured to use my influence among the ringers of this parish. | was
invited to attend at the gathering of the ringers on the evening of Feb. 7.
The meeting took place at the house of one of the ringers, who keeps a very
orderly public-house. | accepted the invitation, and ail |1 can say is, that a
more respectable and intelligent set of men | never met. There was not the
slightest indication of intemperance in any of the members assembled. One
ringer (from a neighbouring parish), who was chairman at the meeting, in
proposing my health, made a remark which | was very sorry to hear, and it
was this,’that it was the/rsf time they had had the pleasure of the presence
of a clergyman among them at such a meeting. | think that the clergy and
laity should use their influence as much as possible among bell-ringers, and
so contribute towards silencing the popular cry of ‘*Belfry Beform.’

Glinton, Feb. 21, 1876. F- T. Gilbert.

New Bells for St. Paul’s.

SIE)—I1 believe that | shall express the feelings of a great many when |
say that I shall much regret any change in the grand old clock chimes of this
Cathedral. Have as grand aring as you can in the north-west steeple, but let
the old quarter Jacks be, with their grand solemn cadence, as we have heard
them from our childhood. Surely, the 5-ton hour bell cannot be improved ?

An O1d Pauline.

It rests with the

Littlebury, Essex.

On Thursday evening, Feb. 24th, the Saffron Walden ringers rang a peal
of Double Court Boh Minor, 720 changes, on these bells. This is the first
peal in that method rung here. The ringers were —N. J. Pitstow, treble ;
J. Miller, 2nd ; G. Martin,3rd; C. Freeman, 4th ; G. Maxim, 5th; F. Pitstow,
tenor. Conducted by F. Pitstow.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Newcastle-on-Tyne, Durham.

On Tuesday evening, Feb. 29th, eight members of the Newcastle end
Gateshead Society of Change-ringers met in the tower of All Saints, and rang
1876 Grandsire Triples,in | hr. 8 mins. The hand were :—J. Adeddle, treble ;
B. Simm, 2nd; F. Lees, 3rd; Il. Simmy 4th; J. Simm, ;rb; W. Pitt, Oth;
T. Denton, 7th ; J. Alderson, tenor. Aveight of tenor, It* ewt.— Reported.

Received.—J. R. Pritchard- (Claris out of print

; W. H. Ttiu'ey; Juo. Haven; Young
Cumberland; James Morley; M. G. Vine.
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time my liabilities are 80/. But, of course, these are increasing weekly; and,
unless assistance be promptly given, will compel me to abandon a much-
needed work of charity. Further information I will gladly give to any per-
sons who apply for it before deciding to help me.

And now | have another appeal of a more general kind to make. 1 wish
that I could prevail upon wealthy Churchmen to establish Homes for Ine-
briates, both male and female, in various parts of the country. Those at
present in existence are far too expensive to be of service to men and women
mvho have drunk themselves not merely out of their homes and their money,
but their friends. And if they were a great deal cheaper they would have to
be much more numerous than they are, to accommodate a tithe of those who
are willing to place tliemselyes under surveillance in order that they may be
cured of intemperance. R- M. Grier.

Ruijcley.
Solitary Communion.

Sir,— 1 have justread in your number for the 4th of March the letter of
‘J. F. C.”on ‘“Solitary Communion.” It seems to me to be a mistake to class
‘solitary communion,’in the case he mentions, with ‘solitary communion " in
the presence of a large congregation. Though his case, if brought into a
court of law, might possibly have been decided as the Folkestone case was,
in spirit they are very different. Few people would complain if a clergyman,
even in a large parish, administered the Sacrament to one person only, there
being no one else in the church : but if the priest, hy his teaching or practice,
endeavour to enforce ‘non-communicating attendance,” many conscientious
persons will object to it, thinking that it tends towards Popery, and is con-
trary to Article XXV. of our Church, which says that ‘ The sacraments were
not ordained of Christ to be gazed upon.” In some cases ‘non-communicating
attendance’might be useful (as, for instance, it is perhaps better for persons
newly confirmed, who have never received the sacrament, to see how the service
is conducted before engaging in it), but as far as my experience goes the
people are not yet educated to it, and it is scarcely desirable that the practices
c-four Church should be assimilated to those of Pvome, when there is such a

fundamental difference between the two churches. Another L ayman.

St. Andrew’s W aterside Church Mission.

Sir,—Would you allow me to acknowledge receipt of 2s. 6d. in postage
stamps from ; M. P. B. B.” who asks that it may be acknowledged in Church
Bells?

As it is nearly quarter-day, when many persons are changing their houses
or having a good spring cleaning, | would ask all who have any books and
magazines to give away to send them to the St. Andrew’s Waterside Mission
by goods train, via Bricklayers’ Arms Station, to Gravesend. 2905 volumes
ewere received in January, 1370 in February, but to keep up the supply of
libraries for ships in. the same proportion as last year we need 10,000 volumes
a-year, besides the Hymn-books. Prayer-books, and Bibles, we supply free to
the ships for service; and in addition to this, new stations are being opened
from time to time, and these have to he supplied. In the gale on Sunday
the Mission-flag mast on the whaif was blown down and broken, both top
mast and lower mast, but the fishermen have offered to give another, and are
raising a subscription among themselves. John Scarth, Hon. Sec.

NOTES AND QUERIES.

Queries.

Sir,—Can any one give the law on churchwardens ? Is it obligatory to
elect a resident parishioner (1) as parish churchwarden or (2) as vicar’s
churchwarden? s it obligatory to elect a ratepayer of the parish at all?
| understand that any one may be elected hy the parish or nominated by the
vicar, hut only a bondfide parishioner is obliged tto serve under penalty. Is
this so ? J- S.

*A Country Vicar’ wishes to hear of a useful form of questions and
answers on the Catechism, suitable for young people at evening classes ;
something similar to Mr. Sadler’s shorter form in his Church Teacher's
Manual.

Sir —Can any of your readers kindly give any hints as to the formation
and rules of Ladies’ Working Associations for Missions ? Any suggestions
would he gratefully received. G.C

Sir,—Can you inform me the nature and object of the Simeon trustees ?

Almondbury. John E. Beaumont.

Sir,—Can any of your readers give information where good designs can
he obtained for labourers’ cottages, with estimate of cost, &c. ? IC.

[Consult Rural Architecture, published by Orr ancl Co., Amen Corner,
London, price Is.—Ed.]

Answers.

‘Zealous Youth's’ first and best step would be to take counsel with his
parish clergyman, or some clergyman who knows him. He would better bo
able to advise him how to obtain a training for Holy Orders than any one
could do through the correspondence columns of a newspaper. He would
also be able to tell him what Societies would be available. —Ed.

4P. B. Tv.—No such register is kept at the University, or, we fear, any-
where. Probably in each diocese a register exists of all the ordinations in
that diocese, but we do not know whether they would be available for search.
Sir.—I1 beg leave to inform A. Brittain’ that a church in Exeter is
dedicated to St. Pancras, John H. Rossall.
Lonsdale. St. SidioclVs, Exeter.

4r. Moulson.—Thanks.

Received also.—J. G. Trotter; F. TL; B. Wilson; A Constant Reader; Il. E. Q.
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Sunday Ringing.

Sir,—I hope you will excuse my troubling you again with a few7lines, but
the subject of Sunday ringing seems so closely connected with the subject of
my letter which appeared to-day, that | should like to say a few words about
it. First, as regards the labour attached to the above, | never find mvself
that where bells go tolerably well that it is anything more than it would be
to chime two or three bells for half an hour (I must observe that in my case
we have chiming hammers, and | and one of the other ringers chime changes
and call peals when we do not ring for service), but in many churches they
have none, and the hells would have to be chimed on tho swing. Secondly,
where this is the case, it would be impossible to chime anything hut rounds,
and not even a call-peal could he done without stopping and starting again,
unless tin re was" one man to each hell. Now7what | propose is, that where
ringers are tolerably "well paid, as we are here, that ringing for service should
he confined to festivals and one Sunday, say the firstin each month, throughout
the year, and that on the other Sundays changes and eall-peals should be
chimed, if they have hammers, or even where they have not a clapper-gear
might be arranged with separate pulleys in the middle of the bell, so as to
avoid clocking ; and the same thing might he done, when there would be no
danger, provided one or two experienced persons handled the bells.

Vestry Room, Fleet, St. Mary. J- JERRAM.

Sir,—One of the great drawbacksto the advancement of scientific change-
ringing is undoubtedly owing to ringers, where they are neglected, ancl
allowed to assemble in the helfrv, ring for service, and then either to return
to their homes, or if fine, take a walk in the fields. It was only la3t autumn,
mwhen | visited a belfry not far from here, when | asked one of the ringers
where | could find a seat, that he replied he did not often go, and upon
returning home after service | met some of the company, who had been round
the country for a morning walk. In another instance | was told that the
ringers were afraid the ‘new parson’would not let them go on as they had
done, as the old one allowed them to do as they liked. In this town there is
a ring of eight, with which chiming is attempted on Sundays and other
occasions, but which is a disgrace.. The ring has not been rung for eighteen
months’owing to an endeavour of mine to reform the belfry being frustrated
hy those who never ought to have allowed it to have fallen into its degraded
state. | am sorry to see that at Saffron Walden they ring peals on Sundays,
and also to say that there is too many belfries in Essex that need reforming.
The remedy is in the hands of the clergy; let tlipm look after those that call
the people to tlie House of God, as they do those that sing His praises therein.
I have had the pleasure of ringing with a clergyman, and also a church-
warden, and where | did so there was no cry for belfry reform, neither were
the ringers looked upon as a low set, not fit for association among the upper
classes. Kfeble.

Romford, Essex.
Ringers and the Clergy.

Sir,—*1 think your correspondent “M. A. S. C. Y.”is rather incorrect in
what he said under the above head, as to the ‘set change-ringer.” 1 will use
no harder t<-rra, much as I dislike ‘set change-ringing.” Let us suppose that
in a hand of ringers there is one who is fond of his beer. | do notthink that
through this one the whole should be sodesignated. The letters ‘M.A.S.C.Y.,’
curiously enough, may be read as if hailing from the Master of the Cumber-
lands, or College Youths, both of these Societies calling themselves 4Ancient.’
As to ‘ringing only when paid for it,” or “treated with beer,” the ringing clay
is, | suppose, wliat is meant.

In London we have what are termed ‘paid ringing-days,* each man so
engaged receives about four shillings. Now I ask, in common fairness, Is this
pay? | think aringing pay-day takes three or four shillings out of a man’s
pocket. Respectable working men now-a-days earn seven or eight shillings
a-day, the loss of which, to get a day’s ringing, certainly does not mean pay, as
lie is paid; but if the set change-ringer be a party who thinks himself paid
on receipt of tlie four shillings let him do it hy all means, and | will not
be envious. So much for the pay. And as to ringing for beer, it seems
ridiculous. What become of wife and family, | ask, if men goringing for beer?
Now, Sir, I will tell you what1 consider the greatest objection to the sot change-
ringers really is. Eot being able to join a scientific band in the performance of
a peal, they7become careless as to the yo of the hells they may be in charge
of; half-an-hour- is quite enough for one of their peals, and if their hells are
ringable for that tiule, why their purpose is served completely, as the real
ringers will never think of visiting such steeples. But there are some exceptions
to this rule, however: it is the case at one of the twelve-bell churches in
London, and there are several rings of ten bells in a similar state; and, in
fact, there are but three or four out of the many rings of ten that are really
pealable. 1 am pleased, however, that I can agree with him on one point,
viz. that the clergy can to some extent remedy this, especially if assisted by
the wardens of the church; and for that purpose let them learn ringing.
They will then respect others who have done so. They will also be able to
tell for themselves, when taking hold of the bell-rope, if the hell is in proper
going order, and, in fact, if she is pcalable; also in selecting a man to look
after the ring of bells. Careful attention to all these particulars would much
promote change-ringing, and the set change-ringer would soon become a
thing of the past. Y oung Cumberland.

All Saints’ Church, Sudbury, Suffolk.

We announced a few weeks since that two additional bells were to he
placed in All Saints’ Church tower, and that the present bells were to be
rehung. The work has just been completed, and the parish now possesses a
splendid ring of eight bells. The parishioners are greatly indebted to
Mr. Elliston Allen for the able manner inwhich he has obtained subscriptions
to meet the heavy outlay. One of the bells has been presented by this
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gentleman, who is Chairman of the Bell Committee; and it hears the in-
scription, ‘Presented hy Elliston Allen,” and ‘ Cast hy John Warner and Sons,
1876. On the other is engraved the following:—1In memory of Charles
Badham, M.A., 27 years Yicar of this parish, who died April 15th, 1874.” On
the tenor—which has heen recast, and is 27 cwt.—is inscribed the following —

‘Cast 1576; recast 1875. A. H. Arden, Vicar; F. Arclier and H. S. Pratt,
Churchwardens.
‘1 toll the funeral knell,
I ring the festal day,
I mark'the fleeting hours,
And chime the church to pray.’—Local Paper.

Carillons at Manchester New Town Hall.

The Corporation of Manchester have decided upon having a great clock
and carillon for their New Town Hall, and have selected Messrs. Gillett and
Bland, of Croydon, to carry out the work. The clock is to strike the hours
upon a hell of seven tons, and to chime the four quarters on eight bells,
which will he tbe largest quarter bells in this country, being much heavier
than those at Westminster Palace. The time is to be shown upon four
16-feet illuminated dials, and the clock will have an electric connexion with
the Observatory at Greenwich. The carillon-machine is to be on Gillett and
Bland's improved patented system, the same as at Worcester Cathedral, and
at Bradford and Rochdale Town Halls, and will play thirty-one tunes, a fresh
tune for every day in the month, on twenty-one hells, weighing altogether
over thirty tons. There will also be barrels pricked with changes equivalent
to ringing a peal, and an ivory key-board like that of the pianoforte attached
to the machine, so that any musician will be able to play tunes upon the
bells with the fingers as easily as playing the pianoforte or organ. Ten of
the bells are also to be hung for ringing by hand, and this will be the first
peal of ringing bells that have ever been put up in a town hall. When com-
pleted this will be much the largest and the most important work of the kind
that has ever heen executed in this country or on the Continent. The hour
bell will be about two tons heavier than the one at St. Paul’s.— The Choir,
Feb. 19.

Carillons at Witney, Oxon.

A new chime clock and carillons have just heen completed and fixed hy
Messrs. Gillett and Bland in the tower of Witney parish church. The clock
strikes the hours on a bell of one toD, and chimes the St. Mary’s of Cambridge
Chimes on four bells, the time being shown upon two 7 ft. 6 in. dials. The
carillon-machine plays fourteen tunes. A tune is played three times over
every three hours, day and night, the change taking place at midnight, by a
self-acting shifting apparatus, and a fresh tune is played every day for four-
teen days. The whole work has given the greatest satisfaction to the inha-
bitants of the town.— The Choir, Feb. 19.

Date Touch at W alsall, Staffordshire.

On Wednesday evening, Feb. 10, nine members of the St. Matthew’s Society
of Change-ringers, and J. Carter of West Bromwich, rang at the parish church
a touch of 1876 Stedman’s Caters, in 1 hr. 17 mina. The ringers were :—
Il. Mills, treble; H. Summers, 2nd; J. Carter, 3rd; F. Hallsworth, 4th; A.
Lightwood, 5th; J. Astbury, 6th; J. Lees, 7th; J. Westley, 8th ; W. Halls-
worth, 9th; D. Chapman, tenor. Composed and conducted' by W. Halls-
worth.—Reported.

Date Touch at Wolverhampton, Staffordshire.

On Thursday evening, Feb. 17th, the St. Peter’s Society of Change-ringers
rang a touch of 1876 Grandsire Triples in 1 hr. 8 mins. The ringers were:—
G. Lewis, treble; E. Geen, 2nd: T. Haddock, 3rd ; H. Dawks, 4th; J. Jones,
5th ; W. Pardoe, 6th ; W. Johnson, Darlaston, 7th ; S. Fisher, tenor. Com-
posed hy S. Atkins of Willenhall, and conducted by W. Johnson of Darlas-
ton. Weight of tenor, 29 cwt.; in E flat.—Reported.

Change-ringing at St. Mary’s, Beverley, Yorkshire.

On Friday, 18th ult.,, a company of ringers occupied the belfry of St.
Mary’s, and after ringing several touches of Grandsire, they rang a peal of
Bob Minor, consisting of 720 changes. The ringers were:—T. Campey,
treble ; W. Whitfield, 2nd ; H. Usbaw, 3rd ; D. Roberts, 4th; G. Wynn, 5th;
W. Plaxton, tenor. Weight of tenor, 19 cwt. Time, 30 mins. The above
was rUDg as a welcome peal to tbe Hon. and Rev. F. G. Pelliam, the newly-
appointed Yicar of St. Mary’s, who arrived in Beverley that day.—Reported.

Change-ringing at St. Luke's, Liverpool.

On Saturday, 26th ult., five members of St. Luke’s Change-ringing Society,
assisted by three from Ormskirk, rang at the above church Mr. Reeves’ten-
part peal of Grandsire Triples, comprising 5040 changes, in 2 hrs. 50 mins.
The following were the riDgers :—J. Prescott, Ormskirk, treble ; W. G. Mann,
Liverpool, 2nd; J. H. Moore, Liverpool, 3rd; J. Eastham, Ormskirk, 4th;
J. R. Pritchard, Liverpool, 5th; N. Spencer, Ormskirk, 6th; J. Aspinwall,
Liverpool, 7th ; J. Chapman, Liverpool, tenor. Weight of tenor, 16 cwt.
Conducted by Hr. John Aspinwall, and was the first time the peal has been
rung in Liverpool.—Reported.

Change-ringing at St. Giles’s, Ashtead, Surrey.

On Saturday, 26th ult.. Mr. J. Holt’s original one-part peal of Grandsire
Triples, comprising 5010 changes, was rung at this church, in 3 hrs.
13 mins. The ringers were:—G. Sayer, jun., Ashtead, treble; J. Wyatt.
Ashstead, 2nd; T. Gaiger. l.eatherhead, 3rd; G. Miles, Epsom, 4th; H.
Boxall, Dorking, 5th; C. Boxall, Dorking, Oth; S. Brooker, Leatherhead,
7th ; J. Lisney, Leatherhead, tenor. Conducted by G. Sayer.—Reported.

Muffled Peal at Sandbach, Cheshire.

On Saturday, the 26th ult., a mixed company of ringers met at the parish
church, and rang half a peal of Grandsire Triples, consisting of 2520 changes,
with the clappers muffled on both sides, as a token of respect to the memory
of the late Augustus Marshall, late conductor of the ringers of the above
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church. The ringers were:—J. Cook, Sandbach, treble; J. Bowyer, Wol-
stanton, 2nd; T. Beacall, Liverpool, 3rd; J. Wooton, Wolstanton, 4th; W.
Miller, jun., Wolstanton, 5th; S. Spencer, Wolstanton, 6th; T. Johnson,
Sandbach, 7th; H. Johnson, Sandbach, tenor. Conducted by T. Beacall,
and brought round in 1 hr. 43 mins.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Aston, Warwickshire.

On the 28th ult. the following members of the St. Martin’s Society of
Ringers occupied the belfry of St. Peter and St. Paul, Aston, and rang a peal
of Stedman Caters, comprising 5079 changes, in 3 hrs. 18 mins. The ringers
were :(—J. James, treble ; J. Banister, 2nd ; J. Joynes, 3rd; W. H. Kent, 4th ;
S. Power, 5th ; H. Johnson, sen. 6th ; H. Bastable, 7th; H. Johnson, jun. 8th ;
F. H. James, 9th ; J. Ward, tenor. Composed and conducted by H. Johnson,
sen,, who on that day completed his 67th year, and succeeded in ringing 100
peals, from five to seven thousand, in various methods, including 57 peals in
the above intricate system, on eight, ten, and twelve hells.— Communicated.

Muffled Peal at Stroud, Gloucestershire.

On Monday, 28th ult.,, a muffled peal, consisting of 1008 changes of
Grandsire Triples, was rung at the parish church, Stroud, as a last tribute of
respect to the memory of the late Hr. W. Kstcourt, of Painswick. Deceased,
who was in his 78th year, was for many years the conductor of the Painswick
Society of Ringers, and was the composer of several fine peals on eight, ten,
and twelve bells. Mr. Giles Mansfield is now the only existing member of
the Painswick Society, and, although in the 8-Ith year of his age, he rang the
sixth bell (18 cwt,) with surprising ease and in a masterly manner. The
selection was composed and conducted hy Mr. Charles King, and was rung
by the following:—G. Gregory, treble; W. F. Sloman, 2nd; C. King, 3rd;
N. King, 4th ; D. Marment, 5th; G. Mansfield, 6th ; F. Stevens, 7th ; A, Long,
tenor.— Local Paper.

Change-ringing at Bolton, Lancashire.

On Feb. 28th, six members of the Society of Change-ringers of Holy
Trinity Church, Bolton, rang at the above church seven different peals of
Grandsire Minor in 2 hrs. 50 mins. The ringers were:—H. AY. Jackson,
treble; H. Bentloy, 2nd; J. Thornton, 3rd (first attempt); J. H. Jackson, 4th ;
S. Gaskel), 5th; AY. Hamer, tenor. Conducted hy PI. Ax. Jackson. Tenor,
12 cwt.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Appleton, Berks.

On Tuesday, 29th ult., the 73rd anniversary of the birthday of Mr. Alfred
AA'hite, the veteran chnnge-ringer, was celebrated by eight members of the
Appleton Society of Change-ringers, who rang a peal of Grandsire Triples,
comprising 5040 changes, with 154 bobs and 86 singles, in 3 hrs. 3 mins.
This was a more than usually interesting peal; it was a veritable peal of
Grandsire, ‘ Grandsire” AA'hite ringing the 2nd; bis grandson, a lad fifteen
years old, the treble ; and his son, the 3rd bell, the latter being the composer
of the peal. It was the first time that this (or, it is believed, any other) peal
was conducted by a clergyman-—Rev. F. E. Robinson. The ringers were
as follows:—S. AAite, treble; A. AAhite (Grandsire’), 2nd; F. AA'ite, 3rd ;
G. Holifield, 4th; J. Avery, 5th ; Rev. F. E. Robinson, 6tli; J. S. Pritchett,
Esq., Balliol College, 7th; T. Bennett, tenor.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Lightciiffe, Yorkshire.

On Feb. 29tli, a company of change-ringers met at the tower of St
Matthew’s Church, Lightcliffei near Halifax, and rang a peal of Kent Treble
Bob Major, consisting of 5120 changes, in 3 hrs. 17 mins., being the first peal
rung on these bells. The ringers were :(— D. R. Smith, Halifax, treble ;
R. Jenlrinson, Halifax, 2nA; J. Fisher, Bradford, 3rd ; J. Clegg, Halifax, 4th;
J. Hirst, Halifax, 5th ; J. Hardcastle, Bradford, Oth; J. Shaw, Halifax, 7th;
E. Harper, Halifax, tenor. AVeight of tenor, 191- cwt. Composed by the
late Joseph Fleming of Halifax, in 1828, and conducted hy Joseph Hard-
castle of Bradford.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Leatherhead, Surrey.

On Tuesday, 20th ult., Mr. Holts original six-part peal of Grandsire
Triples, comprising 0040 changes, was rung at this church, in 3 hrs.
8 mins., by the following ringers:i—H. AYood, treble; T. Gaiger, 2nd;
J. Hewett. 3rd; A" Marks, 4th; 1l. T. Lipscombe, 5th; T. Gadd, jun., Oth;
S. Brooker, 7th ; J. Lisney, tenor. Conducted by S. Brooker.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Appleton.

On Saturday, March 4th (being the 60th anniversary of the opening of the
original ring of six bells), the Appleton ringers, with the aid of some of their
friends from Oxford, rang at the parish church a true and complete peal of
Grandsire Caters, containing 5364 changes in the tittums position. This
peal was brought round in 3 hrs. 43 mins. by the following -persons ;—S.
AA'hite, treble ; E. Holifield, 2nd ; C. Hounslow (Oxford), 3rd ; AV. Bennett,
4th; G. Holifield, 5th; J. S. Pritchett, Esq. (Balliol College), Oth; G. H.
Phillott, Esq. (Christ Church),7th; F. AA'ite, 8th; Rev. F. E. Robinson, Oth;
T. Bennett, tenor. Composed and conducted hy F. AAhite—Reported.

Date Touch at York.

On Monday, the 13th inst., on the occasion of the official arrival of ihe
High Sheriff for the Assizes, the ringers greeted him with the customary peal,
and rang 1876 changes of Kent Treble Bob Royal, in 1 hr. 27 mins. The
ringers were;—M. AYest, treble; A. Haigbh, 2nd; AA Howard, 3:d; AA
Morrell, 4th; J. Underwood, 5th; AY. Howard, 6th; C. Underwood, 7th;
T. Dixon, 8th ; J. AAest, 9th ; G. Breed, tenor. Composed and conducted by
T. Dixon. AYeight of tenor, 54 cwt. in key of C.—Reported.

Received also—J. Penny; James Morley; C. AV, Troytc; C. Il.; Frel. Hume ;
John Smith; John Dixon; Capel; John Moore; T. Carr; Fetor Beard ; Liverpool College
Youth, and others; all too late for this week.
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pleasure to find a prospect of more working parties being formed that any
information that may possibly help, in however feeble a measure, towards
their accomplishment is gladly given; though no doubt every place requires
its own adaptation of rules to make them work well, and no doubt these are
capable of much improvement: still, people come well and give well, and
seem to enjoy the meetings as yet, and missionary enterprise gets more real
and dearer, it is hoped, than without such gatherings.

Sip.,—If *G. C." will write to the Honorary Secretary, Ladies’ Association,
S. P. G., 10 Delahay Street, Westminster, S.W., full information can he given
respecting Ladies’ Working Associations for Missions. In connexion with
the 1Ladies' Association for Promoting Female Education in the Missions of
the S. P. G.’there are more than 200 working-parties in which information is
given about missions, and funds are collected for the maintenance of nearly
sixty female teachers, who are labouring to spread the knowledge of the truth
among native women and children in India. Madagascar, and South Africa.

L. B.
Working Men's Reading-rooms.

Sib,—We have a Working Men's Beading-room in our village (Oatlands),
which might suit your purpose, in answer to your question in Church Bells of
Feb. 19, which has worked comparatively well. We rent a cottage in the
village, and having made two rooms into one, we let the rest of the house to
a respectable man, whose wife has the care of the room, &c. The room,
with its name, ‘St. Mary’s Parish-room,” painted outside, is fitted up with
tables, chairs, pictures, &e., and is used in the daytime for Mothers’ Meetings,
for the Village Library Books, for Confirmation Classes, for a Lads’ Class on
Sundays, <fec, and every evening for the Working Men’s Reading-room, of
which | send the rules. We have two penny daily papers, the Standard and
Daily Telegraph, the local weekly paper, and the Illustrated London News;
draughts, cards, game of the Baee, &c. (fee. It is generally filled of an
evening, and is much appreciated by those who frequent it. | go down some-
times and show them a microscope or a galvanic battery, &c. &c., just to
show that I take an interest in the room. Any other information | should be
pleased to give. C. A. Allen.

St. George’s Lodge, Weybridge.

P.S.—1 have supplied coffee at Id. a cup, hut it is hardly ever drunk. |
think it would he better to make the honorary members’ subscription 10a.
a-year. By the Buies the subscription-room is os. a-year for honorary mem-
bers, and Id. a-week for ordinary members. The room is open every evening
(except Sunday), from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. No intoxicating drinks are allowed
in the room, nor any playing for money, betting, or gambling. Any member
infringing these rules, using had language, or in any way misconducting him-
self, is immediately expelled from the room. Smoking in the room is allowed.
No one under 17 allowed to be a member.

Lending Library.—The Library is open on Friday evenings, from 7 p.m. to
8 p.m., for exchange of books. Members of the room are entitled to the use
of the books free. Subscription for non-members, Id. a-month, payable in
advance. Any books damaged or lost to be paid for.

‘A Country Vicab’ should get a Simple Explanation of the Church
Catechism, by I. F., recently published by the S. P. C. K. Itis very complete,
plain, and in every way excellent. In the hands of an intelligent teacher
there is nothing better than the Oxford reprint (Parker) of Bishop Nicholson ;
but the above Simple Explanation might be used by almost any one.

Tilney Vicarage, Lynn. F. H. Cox.

‘A Layman’ (who gives no name or address) should write to the Secretary
of the Church of England Scripture Headers’ Association. 50 Haymarket,
London; or to the Secretary of the London City Mission, Bridewell Place,
Blaekfriars, London.

Inreply to “Churchman,”E. G .P. recommends Unity and Order, by .the
Bev. B. W. Kennion, published by Macintosh.

w. H. E.—Fowle’s First Easy Greek Beading-book (Longmans); Mayor’s
First Greek Reader (Macmillan); Smith's Initia Grceca, Part I1. (John Murray).

A Cobeesponiient writes:—“A. Brittain’will find an account of St. Pancras
in New and Old for May, 1874.

Baptism.

Sir,— 1 should he glad if you, or any of your readers, would kindly tell me
of a plain tract on Baptism for working people. The parish of which | am
curate has a population of between 3000 and 4000 people—all of the working
classes. | am very sorry to say that the greater number of the parents regard
Baptism as an ordinance of the Church of England, and not as a Sacrament
of Christ. During the last month there have heen'about nine private baptisms,
and only two public ones. How are we to stop this state of things? | sup-
pose we must administer private baptism when we are asked to do so >—and
the oftener we do it the oftener we shall be asked. If the children should
liye, and most of them do, the parents don*t bring them to he admitted into
‘the congregation of Christ’s flock.” | should be glad also to receive some
suggestions on the formation and carrying out of a parochial library. Where
can grants or part-grants of books be obtained ? We are too poor to get on
without assistance. Cantab.

Sib,— Our Church, in her Catechism, gives the following question and
answer:—1Why, then, are Infants baptized, when, by reason of their tender
age, they cannot perform them ?’ (viz. repentance and faith.) ‘Because they
promise them both by their sureties; which promise, when they come to age,
themselves are bound to perform.” | was amazed the other day to see
‘Baptist *views thus inculcated and my views denied in our own Prayer-book.
I have been holding Baptismal Regeneration in Infancy, irrespective of
sponsors.  Will some one reconcile the two views for an Ex-Quaxep.?

Sib,—Will any one kindly furnish me with a list of books suitable for
lending amongst the poor? (Miss) F. M. Cboss.

Coney Garths, Ripon.

Received also,—A. C. Greatrex; G. W. Vincent; J. P .; English Churchman.
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

TREBLE BOB ROYAL.
By Jasper W. Snowdon, llkley, Yorkshire.

As peals of Treble Bob on ten and twelve bells are nearly always rung
with the tenors together throughout,* no such classification as was required in
Major is now needed. The first peal known to have been rung in this system
was one of 5200 changes by the Eastern Scholars, at St. Sepulchre’s, Snow
Hill, London, on April 7th, 1741. Mr. Oshorne states that this was a false
peal, and it was also described as such in a notice appended to the copy of the
belfry board, which appeared in Church Bells, Feb. 10th, 1872. Now when a
statement of this sortis made it is best to consider the matter very thoroughly,
and since Treble Bob Royal can only come false at the treble lead ends, |
hardly think that such proof can have been dispensed with in this case.
The reason, perhaps, that the legend has gained such credit is probably
owing to the following satirical lines, which were given on a tablet, subse-
quently erected by the College Youths, to commemorate the performance of
5000 changes in this method, on May 30th, 1741, at the same church

IWhen merit's justly due, a little praise then serveth;
A good peal néeds no frame, a bad one none deserveth.’

Now it appears to me, that although the peal may have been false through
an error in calling, or by a shift of course, or some such mishap, these
lines rather point to an opposite result, or surely they would have described
the peal as ‘a false one,” rather than “a had one;’ and, therefore, I consider
that the original contempt expressed with regard to the bad striking of the
peal may have since been wrongly considered as applied to its truth.® How-
ever, since the old legend may be allowed a certain amount of credit, 1 will
append further particulars of "each of these performances, and as the original
of the. incomplete tablet given in Church Bells has disappeared from the
church, will give a copy from the still existing peal-book of the Society of
Eastern Scholars; and would remark thatthe day (Wednesday) stated in this
hook is inaccurate, as in 1741 April 7th was a Tuesday—ancl the latter day
was correctly quoted on the tablet. | may mention that such inaccuracies
are very frequent in the old peal-books, and may, | think, be accounted for
by the entries being made some time after the original performance ; when, as
almanacks were not so plentiful then as now, a little carelessness would easily
produce such results.

On Nov. 27, 1758, the Cumberlands rang 5400 changes of Treble Bob
Boyal at All Saints, West Ham, Essex, and in 1766 the College Youths
accomplished 6000 changes at St. Leonard’. Shoreditch, while on Jnn. 19th,
1767, this peal was supplanted by one of 6200. rung ‘by order of the Grand
Master,” by the London Youths, at St. Leonard's also. W hether these peals
were true or notis questionable, as the Cumberlands called a still longer peal,
namely, one of 6240 changes, which they rang at the same church on Jan. 20,
1777— 1the first true 6000 and the most ever rang.” W hether it was caused
by these cross claims | cannot state, but from this time a very strong feeling
was excited between the Societies of the College and Cumberland Youths, the
result of which was a series of most wonderful single-handed performances,
which as athletic feats have probably been little appreciated by the out-
side public, who are not able to judge of the exhaustive nature of such con-
tinued exercise. Perhaps no great end is gained by ringing these great
lengths ; hut there is a fascination about them, and a pleasure in their
accomplishment, which any Englishman should thoroughly understand ; and
certainly the performances of such men as Samuel Muggeridge, Allen Grant,
and James Marlton, who rang the tenors in the most celebrated peals of
Treble Bob ten and twelve in, are feats of which their countrymen may well
he proud, as instances of that dogged pluck which is the peculiar boast of all
who have the honour to call themselves Englishmen.

The first notable performance after the last-mentioned peal was one rung
by the College Youths, who, probably thinking to set the matter of precedence
in long-peal ringing at rest, rang 10,000 changes of Oxford Treble Bob Royal
at St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch, on Feb. 18th, 1777, in 7 hrs. 28 mins. The
Cumberlands did not at once attempt to heat this, hut probably rang to try
their powers first, as the same men rang the heavy bells in the following peals,
5080 on March 12th, 1777, at the same church, and on April the 5th following
completed a peal of 8120 changes at the sameplace. On Saturday, May 10th,
however, they started in earnest, and accomplished a peal of 10,200 changes
at St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch, in 7 hrs. 40 min., thus taking the mastery out
of the hands of the College Youths. The last-mentioned Society were equal
to the emergency, and to show that they could do more than they had pre-
viously done, the same band that rang the 10,000, minsatiated with glory ’ as
they described themselves rang 11,080 at the same church on May 19th,
1777, in 8 hrs. 22 min., and once more took the lead into their hands,

(To be continued.)

Sunday Ringing.

Sir,—It is with feelings of grief and dismay that | read in your issue of
the 11th inst., referring to ringing on Sunday mornings or afternoons,
‘Binging at those hours has nothing to do with Church-work.” Nothing to do
with Church-work! Then,indeed, have | wasted many hours of hard and dreary
week-day labour duriug the last ten years,—in vain then have | impressed on
my ringers the duty of so practising in the week that they should be able to
ring right well on Sunday. Is the organist, are the choir, nay, the very organ-
blower and stoke hole man, to be allowed to work for the Church on Sunday,
and are we to be excluded ? Chiming the bells for church, although | always
take partin it, | do not consider to be the use of the church bells. It requires

* |u the article on Treble Bob Major | stated that the SSM by J. Thorp was the longest
length composed with the tenors together. On Monday last Xreceived a peal one treble
longer in extent, viz, SS96 changes, from my friend Mr. IV. Harrison of Mottram; this peal
he obtained on the very day my remarks appeared.
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no skill, and it is not for that that we sharpen our intellect and improve
almost all the physical powers God has given us. The organist may play as
long a voluntary as he likes, the choir may have their anthem and their
choral service, and we—because, forsooth, some of our number, to the disgrace
of the clergy be it said, are not church-goers, but are drunken and dissolute,—
we are not to be allowed to display our skill on our most noble instruments!
Then, sir, let us have done with it altogether; let us say at once, ‘Ringing is
not Church-work;’ exclude us from the steeple, and put up chiming-gear all
over the country. |If we may not use God’s instruments to His glory, on His
day, | can see no day in the week on which we may do so. If the ringers are
not persons of good character, it is no one’s fault but the parson’s; if they are
persons of good character, the public-house need have no charm for them.
| am dead against peal-ringing on Sunday, though | have often assisted to
ring for service iu London (where, I must disagree with you again, it is a very
usual practice).

But, with all due deference, | maintain that Sunday is the proper day for
the best possible use of all the instruments of the Church. 1 consider the
plan we have here is a proper one. We always ring for about an hour after
afternoon service on all Sundays except in Lent, and no one hut the best
ringers are allowed to touch arope. | have always tried to make it an object
of emulation with a youngster to become fit to take part in the Sunday touch,
the one day in the week when nothing but good ringing is, as a rule, to be
heard ; and | thick, sir, that this plan should raise the ringers and their art.
| ask no countenance for drunken and dissolute ringers,—I prefer no ringing
at all to ringing performed by such,—but | detest them as much on a week-
day as | do on a Sunday, and claim for our fraternity and our beautiful art
that place amongst Church-work and Church-workers which Mr. Ellacombe
has done more than any man living to gain for us.

Huntsham Court. A Charles A. W. Troyte.

[Huntsham and Benington may he considered exceptional places.—Ed.]

Sir,—In yourremarks on my letter on the above subjectyou say, ‘In the
north-western counties the bells are either chimed, or the tenor tolled,” &c.
Chiming may do for light peals, hut how is it to be done with a tenor of
25 or 41 cwt., the weights of the tenors of the two principal rings here ?
Since Lent commenced, the eight at St. Luke’s— tenor, 16 cwt.— have
been chimed; but the sound is not effective, and only heard at "a
short distance, as there is a great traffic in a large town like this,
even on Sunday. As to ringers leaving the tower after ringing for
service, you no doubt are right in many cases, but | can safely say that 1
know some ringers who do attend Divine service ; and if not all, it must be
remembered that many live at long distances from the church, and perhaps
attend other churches nearer their own homes, where the service commences
later, and so enables them to get home in time for dinner, which is generally
about one o'clock. In a country village the ringers probably live near the
church, and can therefore attend service at the church where they have been
ringing. Yon ask, Do | attend service? | do. But as the distance to any
of our churches that have rings is too far for me to attend with my family
(and of course | do not like to be separated from them), | have been obliged
to give up regular ringing ; but when | do go to ring, of course I do not miss
Divine service, and have always impressed upon ringers that they should not
neglect service ; and, | am glad to say, notwithout some effect. You advocate
giving up Sunday ringing, on the plea that ringers do not feel fitted to
attend service afterwards; or, at all events, that some of them say so. If they
will not attend while on the spot, are they more likely to do so if ‘ringing ’
is dispensed with and chiming substituted? Besides, it is not the custom
here to ring long peals, but simply half-an-hour before service, twice a-day;
and as concerns adjourning to the public-house, it cannot be done, as they
are only open from 1to 3 and 6 to 10 p.m. Now as to payment for ringing.
As far as being ‘well paid ’is concerned, here it is not the case; the payment
has been much reduced, because funds are getting less, as those who profess
to call themselves Churchmen are year by year refusing to pay the small
voluntary Church-rate of one penny in the pound : and it is out of this that
ringers have to be paid. However, as evils do still exist, the parson and
wardens should take more interest in the belfries and ringers, and not ignore
their existence, as is too often the ease. Many incumbents never go into the
belfry, or know what either it or the ringers are like, and we can hardly wonder
if laxity arises, although ringers should not neglect service, whether the par-
son visit them or not. Liverpool College Youth.

Sir,— | write afew words on the subject of Sunday ringing, to appear
in your next issue. In the firstplace | also, as did ‘Liverpool College Y outh/
express with what very great astonishment I learnt from the columns of
Church Bells, for the first time, that ringing for Sunday services was confined
to the northern and midland counties, and also that chiming was the rule in
the south. It seems to me, whose bringing-up has been in the midst of such
a noted ringing district as ours is, almost incredible that any six, eight, ten,
or twelve men (as the case may be), who know anything at all about ringing,
can be found to engage themselves, as stated ringers, at any church where
their Sunday duty is limited to chiming, with the exception of an occasional
touch at the festivals. | am almost, certain thatyou could, not find a set here-
abouts to engage themselves under such conditions. Now I do not wish to
be understood to be an advocate for ‘long-length’ringing on Sundays, such
as peals of 5000, for instance; on the contrary, I very much disapprove of
those performances, on the ground that Sunday is not the day tor snch
exhibitions of proficiency. But I do not think that the ordinary custom of
ringing for about an hour, at the most, before each service (which is the rule
hereabouts), is the very great evil which some make it appear. You say the
great objection is, that when the ringers have called the people to church
they themselves walk off. Now I know that in a great many places such is
the case, and no one can deplore the fact more than myself; but can you
guarantee that those fellows who now walk off would, if Sunday ringing were
abolished, attend the services of the church ? 1 fancy not. The fact is, they
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would never be seen near the. church at all. 1 have found, that if you take
a fellow who is already in the habit of attending church, and make him into
a Sunday ringer, he does nob Gease-going to the services:-on the contrary,
he is, if anything, a little more regular in his attendance there. But if you
make a fellow into a ringer who is not in the habit of going into church, he
is the fellow who walks off when the service begins. In my humble opinion,
the bestway to raise the moraltone of the bell-ringers is not to abolish Sunday
ringing, but to get steady, respectable young men, who are already church-
goers, to become ringers; and surely there are very'few parishes where the
parson has not sufficient influence with eight or ten young men as to get them
to become lingers ! In this part of the country, where Sunday ringing is so
general and deep-rooted, and of such long-standing, you might as well try to
put down choirs and organs as to attempt to abolish Sunday ringing for
service. | am certain of one thing, and that is, that not one half of the rings
of bells, which have been put up about here, would ever have been put
up if the donors had'thought they would be merely chimed for Sunday ser-
vices. In the extract you give from Mr. Ellacombe’s article, he asks why
(if these Sunday ringings are allowed) should not cricket and other amuse-
ments be allowed? Now I think it is very unfair to put ringing for service
on a level with cricket; for, at any rate, service-ringing is professedly for
calling people to church, while cricket is downright amusement; and if ringing
for service is not Church-work, why have you repeatedly in Church Bells
classed ringers with other Church-workers ? There are other branches of
church-workers besides ringers, ancl | suppose you would not think of abolish-
ing them because some of the workers are unworthy men. | cannot answer
for “ Liverpool College Youth,’as to whether he ancl his comrades attend ser-
vice after their ringing for it or not, but I can answer for myself and my com-
rades, ancl it is a decided ‘Yes;” and we ring three times every Sunday,
and half our number take their places in the choir, too. *And | know ours is
not a solitary kcase, both as regards attendance and being members of the
choir as well. Allow me, sir, as a reader and warm admirer of Church Bells
from the very first, to thank you for your efforts to raise the ringing frater-
nity from the depths they have brought themselves to, ancl to assure you that
you have the hearty sympathy of many good ringers in this ringing county.
Yorkshire College Youtii.

Sir,—As a ringer, and also a constant reader of Church Bells, | find in our
last issue an answer to ‘A Liverpool College Youth,” titled ‘ Sunday Ringing,’
with which I, and also my fellow-ringers, quite agree, and also our parishioners.
Not for service, but about eight o’clock in the morning; but not walking away
to a public-house after, or smoking a pipe, as estimated in our issue. But,
instead of this, we find the majority of our band at the half-past-eight o’clock
celebration of Holy Communion. | do not agree, sir, with the words used by
Mr. Ellacombe in his Practical Remarks on Belfries and Ringers. We know
full well that a great many ringers draw off to a public-house after ringing for
service, but I think, if the vicar ofeach church would look afterthe belfry as he
does his chancel, and know that each member of that band of ringers is con-
firmed, or willing to be, then I think that the notorious evil of which he speaks
will be done away with. Still, he goes on to say, ‘If Sunday ringing is allowed,
why not cricket and other amusements ?” In these days of ours, our congre-
gations like to hear a good hearty service with good singing; why should any
one dislike to hear a good hearty peal of ringing to the praise and glory of
God on the Sabbath-day ? Then let each ringer in every parish remember
solemnly that the belfry is a part of God’s house, and that he is a minister
thereof, and that the place whereon he stands is holy ground. Then, I think,
there will be a different opinion on Sunday ringing, and, | trust, it will be a
different feeling between cricket playing and other amusements, which would
he disgraceful on the Sabbath-day; which, | think, would run, not one, but
many souls into eternal destruction. W hereas, if the form of ringing which 1
have here laid before you were adopted, it would save, not one, but many souls
from eternal misery. John Smith.

Netherton. near Dudley.

[Ringing on Sunday for services, and ringing on Sunday for mere plea-
sure, are two very different things. For services, by all means, ‘let the
merry bells ring round;’ and let it be the very best ringing, when the autho-
rities and parishioners desire it, in preference to the softer music of chiming.
Only, let it be done regularly, and for the same length of time not spas-
modically, then one way, and then another; and let the ringers be well cared
for, and be recognised as officials of the church, and be attendants at tho
services. What we object to is, the evils which in some places have been
inseparable from the practice, and, above all, the disgraceful conduct of the
ringers; and also ringing for mere pleasure, or long peals as trials of skill ;
throwing the belfry open to all comers. Rather than such, we consider
chiming far preferable, and no ringing at all.—Ed.]

Belfry Reform.

Sir —In your last week’s issue a letter, signedkB. Keeble,” on this subject
appeared. | think yonr correspondent is rather mistaken as to the conduct
of ringers generally in Essex. If such is the case, why does he not mention
the name of the parish to which he alludes ? and then, perhaps, the clergyman
would take such steps as would lead to reforming the belfry. | think that
such belfries are few and far between in Essex, for many that | have visited
are exceedingly well conducted. An Old Essex Change-Ringer.

Change-ringing at Folkestone.

On Saturday, March 4th, there was rung here a peal of Grandsire Minor,
containing 720“changes, with 38 hobs and 22 singles, composed by Mr. E.
Hammant of Crayford. Kent. The ringers were:—A. Pilcher, treble; J.
Friend, Hythe, 2nd; T. Barker, 3rd; H. Crumcher, 4th; A. Miller, 5th;
J. Harrison, tenor. Conducted by T. Barker. Time, 29 mins. Weight of
tenor, 22 cwt.—Reported. ~

Received also.—H. Dana; F. Hume; Disgusted; and others.
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to tlie Church, at home and in the colonies. The question raised in your
recent article, signed “G. V.’, as to the necessity for the existence of Guilds
at all, is one mwhich, though it seems answered hy the wonderful revival in
religious life and work which Guilds have so materially assisted, yet admits of
a contrary theory as to the use of such societies. But one or two objections
raised in that article should be noticed. £Why should a proportion only of the
people be thus dealt with ?*i. e. by becoming members*of parochial or other
guilds. The answer is obvious. If in a certain parish a guild is formed to
teach in the Sunday-schools, sing in choir, attend the services regularly, visit
the poor and sick, &c., it is self-evident that there would be in every parish
those who would excuse themselves for various reasons (more or less good)
when asked to become members. It is very true; and Churchmen cannot be
t.oo often reminded, that we are all members of the great ‘Unitas FTatrum/
the Holy Catholic Church, the best, greatest, and oldest of all Guilds. But
no one imagines that the great Church Societies are in any way intended as
substitutes for the £Confraternity’ of which Christis the Head. Guilds are
formed for mutual encouragement and help in prayer and practice of the
precepts of Holy Church. It is easy to see that a parochial guild can do
very much to help the clergy by registering and combining the workers in a
parish. The advantages of guild membership are,—the sense that work done
in conjunction with the Guilds will be systematic, a feeling of unity in a good
cause with our brother Churchmen, an expansion of the capabilities of all
working members from the variety of work assigned to them, and a clearer
perception of the mission of the Church to evangelise, teach, and succour her
poorer and more ignorant children. The other questions raised by £G. Y.’
would take far too much of your space to comment upon now, and as they
are of considerable importance, they should be left for the practical answer of
clergy and members of guilds who have seen the working of such societies.
But let not the word £Guild’ frighten away any one from a Church Society. It
is a good old word of Anglo-Saxon ancestry, and the very sound recalls by-
gone deeds of piety and benevolence, many fruits of which we now enjoy.
Fare F ag.

Sir,—You are doing the right thing in drawing attention to this subject in
your article signed £G. V.” By doing so, prejudice on the one side, or error
on the other, may be overcome.

Are such Institutions consistent with the English Church doctrine ?
Practically we are taught that there is no closer bond amongst Christians of
the same Church than that of communicating, and that no pledge can be
more sacred or holy. Is it then well to have in a parish a body of workers
separated from the general body of communicants hy special rules and special
prayers? The partition-wall thus set up will have a natural tendency to
induce the belief that the same work is not required of such as are simply
communicants as of the body thus set apart. In this way becomes created a
Church within a Church, and the feeling of responsibility, so necessary to be
nurtured in members of the Church, is considerably weakened.

In the second place, it creates a belief amongst Churchmen that they are
not one; and thus, though a Guild may strengthen the unitasfratrum between
.its own members, it lessens the same amongst the general body.

Thirdly. It does not appear from the Scriptures that Guilds were known
in Apostolic times..

Fourthly. Great stress has been laid on the fact that Guilds do alarge
amount of parish work, and greatly help the clergyman. The question may,
however, be asked, whether they are not to some degree a preventive ?
W ithout returning to my former position relative to the weakening effect of
Guilds, is it not true that where they are formed those who do notjoin are
gradually ignored, or at least looked upon coldly, and so drop away, not
because they find themselves out of sympathy with the rest, but, feeling that
two_ parties have been formed, think it better for the work’ sake to resign
theh- posts ? X. S.

Baptism.

Sir,— 1 suppose the way in which the question and answer of the Church
Catechism quoted by your correspondent, 1IEx-Quaker,” are made to inculcate
Baptist views is, by arguing that the Church thus admits that only those who
are come to age can perform the conditions required of those who ceme to be
baptized; whence the further unwarranted inference is drawn that such only
ought to be baptized. All, however, that the Church’s language implies is,
that if persons are of understanding age when they come to baptism, they
must come with repentance and faith to qualify them for the inward grace of
remission of past sins, and the renewal of the Holy Ghost to help them for the
time to come. All the natural descendants of Adam are bom in sin and the
children of wrath, aud so are, by nature, unmeet for the kingdom of heaven ;
nor have they any power of themselves, unaided by the Holy Spirit, to turn to
God and please Him. This natural disqualification attaches to infants, who,
though they have not yet committed actual sin, labour under the infection of
original sin; and that is what is removed in tbem by baptism; whilst, at the
same time, the regenerating gift of the Holy Ghost is imparted to them,
thenceforward sanctifying them, and enabling them, as they grow up, to serve
God acceptably, if only they sincerely wish and try to do so. Thus the baptized
infant is taken out of the state of a *child of wrath/ in which he was horn,
and, should he die before committing actual sin, is undoubtedly saved; for in
his case has been fulfilled the implied requirement in our Lord’s declaration,
£Except any one be born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God/ An infant dying wwbaptized dies in the fallen condition in
which he was born ; nor can it be affirmed what may be his future.

There is another consideration as to the baptism of infants. The child of
Baptist parents who leave him to be baptized when he may himself feel
desirous of that sacrament, leave him through all the years of his unbaptized

be tbey many or few—in the same natural state of alienation from God
in which he was born, with no covenanted aid of the Holy Sjiirit either to
put good desires into his heart or to enable him to bring them to good effect.
And should he die before he has sought to be baptized* he dies in the condi-
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tion of not being born of water and of tbe Holy Ghost. It is too true the
baptized one may fall into sin through neglecting or resisting the motions of
the Spirit hy which he was regenerated ; but he may still, hy listening to that
Spirit within him, repent, and be restored; unless, indeed, he have sinned so
grievously and so obstinately as to have absolutely quenched the Spirit in his
soul—a state of reprobation whioh no mortal man can ever know to have
befallen another. _ .

The presence of sponsors in no way whatever affects the baptism of the
individual baptized. Their office, as intended by the pious care of the
Church, is to put the child in mind, as he_grows up and becomes liable to
sin, of the great gift and privileges he received in baptism, and how it con-
cerns his salva.tion to fulfil his part of the covenant then entered into between
God and bis soul. Well would it be if sponsors oftener endeavoured, and
were oftener allowed, faithfully to fulfil this duty of their office.

The questions suggested by ‘Ex-Quaker ’ are so important to the right
understanding of the Sacrament of Baptism, and are, | believe, .so ottcn a
cause of embarrassment, that I hope you will not think the above attempt to
explain them too lengthy for admission into your columns. J.H. L

Queries and Answers.

Sir,—Can you inform me where, and at what price, | can obtain tiacts
dealing with Plymouth Brethrenism ? The Brethren are making great efforts to
obtain proselytes, and are circulating tracts, pamphlets, &c. to that end in the
town in which I reside. | should like a good, but charitable, exposition of
the whole affair. E nglish Churchman.

[A paper on the subject appeared in a series called the ‘Church of
England and the Denominations distinguished,” in Church Bells: of Dec. 21,
1872; and from time to time reviews, under the head of £Book Notices/ have
appeared of pamphlets, &c., bearing on the subject; one, if we are not mis-
taken, quite recently. Our correspondent should consult these.—Ed.]

Sir,—Can anybody tell me the names and addresses of some Homes or
Convalescent Hospitals for destitute children, where a young lady, who is
most anxious of entering into some good work for the aid of her young and
suffering fellow-creatures, could offer herself as nurse? Town preferred.

Christie B.

Wit any one who has had experience in the working of a Penny Bank
kindly send rules and hints for working one to Bev. Edwin G. Wyld, Wood-
borough Eectory, Marlborough ?

[Apply to G. C. T. Bartley, Esq., National Penny Bank, 260 Oxford
Street, London, W., who will send you all the information you require.—Ed.]

Received also.—G. B.; K. B.; E.J. E.; W.H. C.; A Student; John E. Beaumont;
L. R. P.; Unbaptized.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

TREBLE BOB ROYAL.
By Jasper W. Snowdon, llkley, Yorkshire.
(Continued from page 198.)

Although beaten for a time the Cumberlands were evidently not dis-
heartened, as a few years after this they again took up the contest and
succeeded in ringing, single-handed, a peal of 12,000 changes of Oxford
Treble Bob Boyal at St. Leonard’, on March 27th, 1784. This peal, which
occupied 0 hrs. 5 ruin., is probably the most wonderful performance recorded
in the annals of change-ringing. From Mr. Osborne’s MS. | gather that the
bells struck off into changes at one o’clock in the afternoon, and came round
at 5 min. past 10. Mr. Osborne was most persevering in collecting inform-
ation in any way connected with ringing, and in his MS., opposite a copy
of the last-mentioned performance from the Cumberlands’ peal book, a small
piece of paper is pasted between the leaves, bearing the following poetical
effusion, evidently in the handwriting of the author, who was a prominent
member of the Cumberlands about that time. These lines will, I think, he
read with interest, as they show the strong contention that existed between
the two Societies at that time:—

‘Come, ringers all, and view this church, within the steeple-door

Twelve thousand Oxford Treble Bob was rung in eighty-four,

In hours nine and minutes five, the Cumberlands did compleat,

And on the twenty-seventh day of Maroh, the College Y ouths they beat.

Success unto the Cumberlands wherever they do go,

That they may always have success to beat their haughty foe !’
John Titchborne.

This peal has never been surpassed, and | think, considering the weight
of the tenor (31 cwt.) at St. Leonard’s, that it will be a long time before it is
again approached, let alone superseded. W ith this performance, therefore, |
bring my remarks upon ten-bell ringing to a close; but before giving further
details of each of the most interesting of these peals, | would remark that the
fact of all the latter of these gradually increasing lengths having been rung
on the same bells, and probably under almost exactly similar circumstances,
tbey form a very fair test of the physical abilities of the different bands of
ringers ; but in the next article it will be seen that a very great dissimilarity
exists, owing to the different weight of the rings, in the conditions under
which the Treble Bob peals ofnote on twelve bells have been accomplished.

From the Eastern Scholars’ Records.— 4Wednesday (sic), April the 7, 1711, was run? at
the parish church of St. Sepulchre, a compleat peal of five thousand two hundred Oxford
Triple Bob, ten in. The performersJos. Dickinson, treble; John Sharpe, 2; Wm.
Simms, 3; Wm. Lovell, 4; John Blake, 5; Wm. Roman, 6; Wm. Phillips, 7; Thos.
Bennett, S; P. Mainwaring, call’d bobs, 9; R. Windleborough, tenor. N.B.—This wasthe
first eompleat peal of five thousand Oxford Triple Bob, ten in, that was ever rung, and
compleated in 3 hrs. 57 mins.”

College Youths—£St. Sepulchre, Suow Hill, Saturday, May 30, 1741. 5000 Union Bob
Royal, in 3 hrs. and 46 mins. bySami. Lee, treble; Jabez Stephenson, 2; John
Dearmor, 3; Wm. Pickard, 4; Benjamin Annable, 5; Jos. Griffiths, 6 ; Richd. Spicer, 7;
Sami. Jeacocke, 8; Robt. Mobbs, 9; John Trenell, tenor. Conducted by R. Spicer.”
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From ilic Cumberlands’ Records—*All Saiiits, West X-lam, Essex, Monday, 27 Nov. 1758.
This company rang 5400 of Oxford Treble Bob, ten in, in 8 hrs. 46 mills., being the
greatest performance ever completed in this method on ten bells. John Sibery, 1; Natl.
West, 2; Jollil Brazier, 3; Thos. Burrell, 4; Francis Wood, 5; Thos. Ilaydon, 6; Jolm
Purlowent, 7, Sami. Wood, 8; John Harris, 9; Robt. Wight, 10. Samuel Wood called bobs.'

College Youths.—1St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch, on Oct.. 19, 1766, 6000 Treble Boh Royal, 1114
hrs. 2Jliiins. The first peal in this method on the bells. Performers:—Wiustanley Rich-
ardson, 1; Jas. lJarquit, 2; Wm. Moss, 3; Wm. Underwood, 4; Thos. Bennett, 5; Wm.
Mills, 6 ; Emanuel Crouch, 7; Geo. Meakins, S; Robt. Bly, 9; Jos. Monk, 10, Conducted
by G. Meakinsf

From the London Youths' Records.—*St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch. By order of the Grand
Master the Society did ring, on Monday, Jan. 19, 17(i7j in the year of bolls 3257, six
thousand two hundred Oxford Treble Bob Royal, in 4 lirs.'and 46 mills., being the greatest

erformance ever done 011 ton bells. The natncs of thebrctheren :—Brother Michael Purser,

.D, treble ; Br. Thos. Harrison, 2; Br, Joshua Brotherton, G.M., 3; Br. Christopher
Wells, 4; Hr. Robert Reynolds, 5; Br. James Tichborne, 6; Br. John Cauhey, 7; Br.
James Patrick, S; Hr. Wm. Haste, 9; Br. Abraham Smith, tenor. The peal was call’d by
Br. Christopher Wells.” (The course-ends of the peal arc also given.)

From the Cvmbcrlands' Records.—* Shoreditch, Monday, January 20, 1777. This com-
pany rang a poal of 6240 changes, Treble Bob Royal, in 4 lirs. 34 mins , bein? thiQ first trite
0000 and ‘most ever rang, George Gross (call’d bobs), 1; Thos. Smith, 2; Isaiah Bray, 3;
Thos. Whitaker, 4; Francis Wood, 5; Thos. Burrell, 6; Jas. Barnard, 7; Sami, Wood, 8;
Robert Mann, 9; Sami, Mu%;erid e, sen., 10.

From the College Youths' Records.—*St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch. On Tuesday, Februar
18, 1777, the underwritten members of this Society ranc]; atrue peal of Treble Bob Royal,
consisting of 10,000 changes, in 7 hrs. 2S mins,, as follows:—Winstanloy Richardson, 1;
Jas. liarquit, 2; Wm. Hall, 2; Chas. Purser, 3; John Povey, 5; Jos. Monk, 6; Wm.
Lyford, 1; Jos; iloldsworth, S; John Sylvester, 9; Sami. Muggeridgc, 10. Conducted by

er.

r, 0. Purs

From the Cumbcrlan&s* Records.—‘Shoreditch, Saturday, 10 May, 1777. This Society
rang a peal of 10,200 changes of Treble Bob Royal, in 7 hrs. 40 mins. Thos. Whitaker, 1;
George Gross, 2; John Lamey, 3; lIsaiah Bray, 4; Thos. Harrison, 5; Francis Wood, 6;
Jas. Barnard, 71 Tlios. Smith, 8; Sami. Wood," 9; Robt. Maun, 10. Composed and con-
ducted by George Gross.’

From the College Youths' Records.—*St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch. On Monday, the 19 da
ot May, 1777, flic underwritten members of this Society rang a peal of Treble Bob Royal,
containing 11,050 changes, in Shrs. 2mills., as followsi—Winstanley Richardson, 1; Jas.
Dargllitt, 2; '\ m. Hall, 3; Chas. Purser, 4; John Povey, 5; Jos. Monk, G; Wm. Lyford, 7;
Jos. lioldswottli, 8; Edmund. Sylvester, 9; Sami, Muggeridgc, 10. Conducted by Mr.
Charles Purser.”

From the Cv.mberlmds' Records.—* Shoreditch, Saturday, March 27,17S4. This company
rang a peal of 12,000 changes, Treble Bob Royal, in 9 hrs.”and 6 mins , being the first peal
of that length. George Gross, 1; James Barnard, 2; Francis Nay, 3; Thomas Reeves, 4 ;
Isaiah Bray, 5; Jas. Patrick, 6; Wm. Court, 7: Abraham Smith, 8; Malaclii Channon, 9;
Allen Grant,, 10. Composed and conducted by George Gross.’

Copies of the tablets commemorating these 10,000 will be found in
Church Bells. March 2nd, 1872.

The Guild of Devonshire Ringers.

A meeting of the Committee was held in Exeter on March 24th, the
President (G. A. IV. Troyte,. Esq.) in the chair. It was announced that the
Subjects Committee of the Church Congress had admitted ‘Church Bells and
how to Use them into their programme.

It was resolved:— That the general subject be, for the sake of con-
venience, divided into— (1) The Use and Abuse of Church Bells; (2) Ringers
viewed in general as Church-workers; (3) Ringers as part of Parochial
Organization; ancl (4) Ringing from a Layman’s Point of View.

‘That the Annual Meeting be held at Exeter for the transaction of busi-
ness on or about June 19, and that a General Meeting bo held at Plymouth
at the time of the Church Congress.

‘That the Secretary bo requested to endeavour to obtain permission for
the Guild to inspect ancl report upon the work done in hanging, rehanging,
or repairing bells or cages in the diocese.’

A peal reported from Huntsham was ordered to be recorded, and also
certain entries to be made in the Diary.

J. L. Langdon Fulford, Hun. Sec. G. D. R.

Siu,—May | through your columns ask those who are able and willing to
allow their names to appear as readers or speakers on the subject of Church
Bells in the programme of the Church Congress, to be held at Plymouth in
the autumn, kindly to communicate with me ?

J. L. Langdon Fulfokd, Hon. Sec. G. D. 11.

Woodbury Parsonage, Exeter, March 27.

Change-ringing at St. Luke’s, Liverpool.

Sin,—I was rather surprised to find in your paper of the 18th lilt, an
account of Mr. Pieeves’ ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples, rung on these bells
on the 20th February, which | deny in toto. The bells were’ kept going and
brought round just for the sake of calling it a peal. The truth of this state-
ment can be borne out by experienced ringers, who listened to it. Before
closing my letter, | protest against your columns being used for the records
of false peals, such as the one by St. Luke’s Society, just for the sake of
gaining a name in the ringing world. A Ringek.

A new Use for Church Bells.

Sir,—As an example of Church principles, as understood in Southport,
permit me to inform your readers that merry peals were rung during Ash
Wednesday at Christ Church, the alleged object being to celebrate the signing
in London of the contract for a new sewer |

Southport, March Gth.
Ringing in the Sewage !!!
From the Liverpool Mail, March 11th.

W ednesday, the 1st inst.,, marked the completion of arrangements re-
garding the acceptancy and signing of the sewage contracts. In honour of
the event the bells of Christ Church rang merry peals throughout the day.
Being Ash Wednesday, this £highly indecorous act’ aroused the attention of
those who were disposed to pass the day in prayer and fasting, and called
forth a letter to a local print, couched in anything hut terms of Christian love-
and forbearance.

[The above occurrence was amost disgraceful proceeding; enough to disgust
every right minded Christian. We consider the parish authorities most blame-

Disgusted.
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able, and they will be doing no more than their duty if they exclude from the
belfry in future every man who pulled a rope on those peals.—Ed.]

New Bells for St. Paul’s.

Siu, | quite acquiesce with your correspondent, ‘An Old Pauline,” in
regard to the present quarterjacks, that | have often been impressed with as |
heard their grand solemn tones, which I hope will be allowed to remain, as |
scarcely believe it possible for either they, or the 5-ton hour-bell, to be
improved. If the grand oathedral is to be provided with a ring of bells
(which I hope will be the finest in the world), it is possible for them to exist
without carillons, which would greatly reduce the expense, and thereby cause
them to be all the sooner out of debt. E. Hume.

Chesterfield.
W est Clandon, Surrey.

A beautiful new church tower and restored ring of six bells has becft
presented to the parish of West Clandon by the Lady Augusta Onslow. The
3rd, 4th, and 5th bells were out of repair, and had to be recast. This has
been done by Messrs. Meers and Stainbank. On Sunday, the 5th ult. a ser-
vice of dedication of the bells was held in the parish church in the afternoon,
and prayers suitable to the occasion offered by the Rev. J. C. Harkness, rector
of the parish. There was a large attendance of the parishioners, and it was
evidently regarded as an occasion of great interest. After the service the
ringers celebrated the event by ringing some touches, being assisted by the
ringers from the neighbouring parish of Albury— Local Paper.

Change-ringing at Stalybridge, Cheshire.-

On Saturday, the 12th Feb., a mixed company met in the tower of Holy
Trinity church, Stalybridge, and rang Mr. J. Reeves’ten-part peal of Grandsire
Triples, of 5040 changes, in 2 hrs. 55 mins. The ringers were —W. Fawcett,
Stalybridge, treble; H. Shaw, Stalybridge, 2nd; E. Schofield, Stalybridgo, 3rd;
T.W. Hyde (his first peal), 4th ; P. 13 Hyde (his first peal), 5th ; J. Thorpe,
Ashton, Gth ; J. Bradley, Stalybridge, 7tk; J. W. Tongue, Stalybridge, tenor.
Conducted by Mr. J. Thorpe. Weight of tenor, 15 cwt.—Reported.

Date Touch at Oxford.

On Friday, March 3, was rung at New College Tower, Oxford (by per-
mission), a touch of 1876 Stedman’s Caters, in 1hr, 18 mills., by the following
ringers:—J. Field, treble; C. Hounslow, 2nd ; H. Janaway, 3rd; F. William-
son, 4th; T. Hill, 5th; W. Thomas, Oth; R. Annis, 7th; W. Smith, 8th;
E. Harrisson, Oth; B. Foskett, tenor. Composed by C. Hounslow. Conducted
by J. Feild.—Reported.

[Wethink Oxford might have set an example by abstaining from pleasure-
ringing during Lent.—Ed.]

Muffled Peal at Liverpool.

On Monday, March Oth, by the kind permission of the Rev. Rector
Stewart, eleven members of the Union Society rang ac St. Peter’s Church
3384 changes of Kent Treble Bob Caters, in 2 hrs. 15 mins. The lingers
were:—G. Crute, treble ; R. Williams, 2nd; A. Heron, 3rd; G. Helsby,4th;
W. Woodhead, 5th; H. Meadows, Gth; H. Brooks, 7th ; 11. Williams, 8th ;
E. Booth, Oth; W. Brooks and W. Heron, tenor. Composed and conducted
by George Crute. The above was rung in memory of the late Mr. William
Worthington, an old and esteemed ringer of this Society for upwards of fifty
years. The number of changes rung corresponded with the weeks Which he
lived. Deceased was interred on Sunday, the 5th inst., in Anfieidcemetery ;
his remains were borne to the grave by the members of the Union.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Birmingham:

On Saturday, March 11th, a mixed band met at Bishop Ryder’s Church,
Birmingham, and rang a complete peal of Grandsire Triples, containing 5040
changes, the composition of Mr. Vicars. The ringers were :—T. G. Payne
(first peal), treble ; W. Bryant, 2nd; R. Hunt (first peal), 3rd; T. Russam
(first peal), 4th ; F. T. Allen (first peal), 5th; H. Bastable, 6th; S. Powers, 7th;
W. Smallwood (first peal), tenor. Conducted by Mr. H. Bastable. Time,
2 hrs. 55 mins.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Warnham, Sussex.

On Saturday evening, March llth, a mixed band of change-ringers met
at Wamham and rang a true peal of Oxford Double Bob Minor, consisting of
720 changes, with 18 bobs and 2 singles. The ringers were :—E. Turner,
treble; J. Worsfold, 2nd; E. Jordan, 3rd; G. Raply, 4th; D. Jordan, 5lh;
FI. Burstow, tenor. Conducted by H. Burstow.

Also a peal of Oxford Treble Bob Minor, rang the same evening, consisting
of 720 changes with 9 bobs. The ringers were ;—G. Mills, treble ; J. Wors-
fold, 2nd; E. Jordan, 3rd; G. Raply, 4th; F. Knight, 5th; H. Burstow, tenor.
Conducted by H. Burstow.—Reported.

[Surely the above might have deferred their merry meetings and ringing
for mere pleasure, till after the season of Lent! Why was it allowed >—Km]

Muffled Peal at Palgrave, Suffolk.

On iMonday evening, March 20, the Diss and Palgrave Society of Change-
ringers met at the parish church, and rang a muffled half-peal of Bob Minor
and one in each ofthe Treble Bob methods, as a last tribute of respect to the
memory of Mr. Benjamin Firman, who died on the 14th instant. Deceased
was 68 years old, was a member of the above-mentioned Society, and was
parish clerk for nearly 33 years. The ringers were:—W . Scales, V . Stephens,
W. Browne, W. Ireland, T. Preston, T. ForJ, T. Clark, and Jas. Rudd. Con-
ducted by Jas. Rudd.—Reported.

Received.'—T. Beacall: liis method is not new ; he works from behind instead of from
befoi'e. We may return to his paper again when we have more space. J. S. Pritcliot |
we think him too severe on those who are not advanced beyond Altnop. Such youths
require encouragement; they like to see their names in our columns, though they may not
be equal to Oxford Scholars.” S. Burker; F. J. Oram ; Jos. Key ; H. Gains, and others.
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CHANGE-RINGING.
By Jasper W. Snowdon, llkley, Yorkshire.
TREBLE BOB MAXIMUS, &c.

On March I*2th, 1758, the Society of College Y ouths accomplished, single-
handed, at St. Saviour’, Southwark, a peal containing 5010 changes of Treble
Bob Maximus, the first peal ever rung in this method on twelve bells. In
1700 the Cumberland Youths rang 5136 changes, at the same church: in this
peal the tenor, 52 cwt., was double-handed. On Feb. Oth, 1777, the College
Youths rang, single-handed, 5232 changes at St. Bride’s, Fleet Street, and
this peal they followed with one of 0000 changes at St. Saviour’s, on April 1st,
in the same year: the tenor, however, was double-handed. In 1778 a greater
length, one of 6240 changes, was rung at St. Peter’s, Norwich : still two men
were required to the tenor in this peal. The Norwich ringers were at that
time all members of the Cumberlands’ Society, and as the peal was therefore
entered in the books of the London division, it is probable that the rivalry
which at the time was so intense between the two London Societies of College
and Cumberlands Youths in the matter of long-peal ringing, was not at all
likely to he allowed to rest, as, af<er their victories in Treble Bob Royal in
the previous year, the College Youths would be somewhat mortified to find
that the supremacy in Maximus, obtained by the 6000 rung in 17 77, was so
soon taken out of their hands. In 1784, therefore, it is not surprising to find
the College Youths prepared to wrest the coveted honours from the Cumber-
lands by a single-handed performance which should even eclipse the double-
handed efforts of the Ibtter party, while the Cumberlands hoped to bear off
the laurels to be gained by adding a ten-bell pre-eminence to the victory
obtained by the Norwich section on twelve. How keen was the feeling
existing on this subject is shown by the fact, that although on March 10th,
1784, the College Youths succeeded in ringing, single-handed (Samuel
Muggeridge at the tenor) 7008 of Treble Bob Maximus, at St. Saviour's,
Southwark, in 5 hrs. 48 mins., a peal which took its place as ‘the greatest
performance ever done upon twelve bells,” yet they were only allowed the
pleasure of retaining the honour of their double success on ten and twelve
bells for the short space of seventeen days ; as it will be remembered that, on
the 27th of the same month, the Cumberlands, who seem to have been deter-
mined to regain something of their prestige, accomplished their wonderful
peal of 12,000 of Treble Bob Royal at St. Leonard’, Shoreditch. For some
time after this each Society seems to have heen contented to let the rival
company bear its divided honours in peace.

The peal of 7008, alluded to above, held its place at the head of Treble
Twelve until 1802, when, on March 22nd, the Cumberlands, with James
Marlton at the tenor, completed, single-handed, at St. Saviour’s, Southwark,
7104 changes in 5 hrs. 30 mins. This peel was by J. Reeves, and contained
he extent of nine courses. The same calling on ten bells amounts to 5200
hanges, and Marlton during the next year also rang the tenor to this peal
on ten, at St. Mary-le-Bow, an unrivalled performance, at that time, on that
celebrated ring of bells, the tenor of which weighs 53 cwt. In 1804, Marlton
also repeated the Southwark performance with the Cumberlands at Christ’s
C hurch, Spitalfields, on the ring of twelve, tenor 44 cwt.,when, curiously, the
time occupied was ten minutes longer than in the Southwark peal. The
Christ Church bells were destroyed by fire on Wednesday, Feb. 17th, 1836.

Certainly the above-mentioned performances are wonderful instances of
physical prowess, and although greater lengths have since been rung on
twelve bells, yet, as they have all been accomplished on very much lighter
tenors, it can hardly be said that any one of them can compare with the
7000’ rung at Southwark.

The Society of St. Martin’s Youths of Birmingham was the next company
who essayed to cut the performance of the Cumberlands, and after a lapse of
eighteen years the peal of 7104 was superseded by one of 7200 rung at St.
Martin’s, Birmingham, on April 17th, 1820, in 5 hrs. 8 mins.: tenor, 36 cwt.
Twelve years later this peal was supplanted by one of 7302 changes, rung at
St. Mary’s, Oldham, Lancashire, in 5 hrs. 14" mins., on March 6th, 1832 :
tenor, 34 cwt. The Oldham men did not long enjoy their new honours, as,
on Dec. Oth in the following year, the Painswiek ringers rang on their bells,
in 0 hrs. 50 mins., a peal of 10,224 changes: weight of tenor, 28 cwt. This
peal has remained until the present time quite unapproached, and except an
attempt to supersede it should be made on some of our light peals of twelve,
it does not seem probable that its overthrow can he accomplished. Subjoined
are further particulars of the various peals mentioned, and 1 will now only
observe that it seems to me that each long peal accomplished can only be
considered to supplant those rung on tenors of equal or less weight. | may
also add, that of the foregoing peals, until the date of the Birmingham length,
the ringing was in the Oxford variation; hut the 7200 rung in the ‘hard-
ware ’town, and also all the subsequent performances mentioned, have heen
in the Kent method.

Tablet in the Belfry of St. Saviour's, Southwark.—‘ The Society of College Y ouths lung in
this steeple, on March 12th, 1758, a compleat peal of 5040 Treble Bob, 12 in, in 4 hours
52 minutes, being the greatest peal ever done before on 12 bells. John Underwood, treble;

ames Coxon, 2; Robert Butterworth, 3; George Meakins, 4; James Darquitt, 0; Thomas
Bennett, 6; William Lovell, 7; Stephen Pickhaver, 8; William Moss, 9; Robert Bly, 10;
Robert Mortimer, 11; Joseph M- nk, tenor. The peal was call’d by Mr. J. Meakins.”

Tablet, in the same Belfr¥.—Society of Cumberlands. On Monday, November K)th, 1766,
was rung a complete peal of Oxford Treble Bob Maximus, consisting of 5136 changes, in
4 hours 8 minutes, by the following persons:—Geo. Patrick, treble ; Geo. Gross, 2; Tlios.
Dunmore, 3; Jno. Reeves, 4; Chas. Purser. 5; Isaiah Bray, 6; J110. Purlevent, 7; Francis
Wood, 8; Samuel Wood, 9; Wm. Jakins, 10: Wm. Scott, 11; Samuel Muggeridge, Wm.
Lester, tenor. Composed and call'd bv G. Patrick.’

Collefie Youths.—St. Bride, Fleet Street. On Sunday, Feb. 9tli, 1777, 5232 Treble Bob
Maximus, in 4 hrs. and 19 mins. PerformersWinstanley Richardson, treble; Wm
Hatt, 2; Chas. Purser, 3; Wm. Mil’s, 4; Thos. Bennett, 5; Jno. Povey, 6; Wm. Lyford, 7;
Jas. Darquitt, 8 ; Jos. Monk, 9; Robt. Bly, 10; Jos. Holdsworth, 11; Edmund Sylvester,

tenor. Composed and conducted by C. Purser.
College Youths.—St. Saviour’s, Southwark. On Tuesday, April 1st, 1777, 6000 Treble
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Bob Maximus in 4 hrs. and 58 mins. PerformersWinstanley Richardson, treble; Jno.
Povey, 2; Wm. Hatt, 3; Wm. Lyford, 4; Thos. Bennett, 5; Chas. Purser, 6; Wm. Scott, 7;
Jas. Darquitt, 8; Jos. Monk, 9; Jos. Ho'dswortli, 10; Sami. Muggeridge, 11; Ed. Sylvester
and Wm. Mills, tenor. Conducted by C. Purser.

From the Cumberlands Records— ISt. Peter’s, Mancroft, Norwich. Mon. March 16, 1778.
The Society rang a peal of 6240 changes of Treble Bob Maximus in 5 hrs. and 22 mins.,
being the greatest performance ever done bj7any society. Thos. Barton, 1; Jno. Peak, 2;
Jno. Havers, 3; Wm. Warner, 4; Jno. Read, 5; Chris. Lindsay, 6; Jno. Dixon, 7; Jas.
Watling, 8; Simon Watling, 9; Jno. Dye, 10; Jas. Vines, 11; Jno. Frowse and Jas.
Frowse, 12. Composed and conducted by Mr. Thos. Barton.’

Tablet in the Belfry of St. Saviour's,” Southwark.—1Ancient Society of College Youths.
On Tuesday, March 10th. 1784, was rung in this steeple a true peal of Oxford Ireble Bob
Maximus, containin%vmos changes, in 5 hours and 48 minutes. PerformerswereW.
Richardson, treble; W. Hatt, sen. 2; W. Hatt, jun. 3; J Povey, 4; J. Davquitt, 5; G.
Scarbrook, 0; J. Worster, 7; Wm. Lyford, 8; J. Monk, 9; J. Holdsworth, 10; E. Sylvester,
11; S. Muggeridge, tenor. Conducted by J. Povey. This tablet was restored at the ex-
pense of the Society, a d. 1874.M . o - -

Tablet in the same Belfry.—1Cumberlands Society. On Monaay, March 22nd, 1802, rang
on these bells a compleat peal of Treble Bob Maximus, consisting of 7104 changes, it bein
the full extent of nine courses. The greatest performance ever done 011 twelve bells, whic
was compleated by twelve men only, in 5 hours and 30 minutes. Perlormers were : G.
Gross, sen. treble; G. Gross, jnn. 2; P. Jones, 3; James Nash, 4; Wm. Shipway, 6; Thos.
Reeves, (5, J. Barnard, 7; A.'Cavelier, 8; J. Hints, 9; SI. Channon, 10; Wm. Stephens,
11; J. Marlton, tenor. Called by G. Gross, jun.’

Tablet in the. Belfry of St. Martin’s, Birmingham. -‘1820, April lith. Seven thousand
two hundred New' Treble Bob Maximus, infive hours eight minutes, by the under-
mentioned persons. Conducted by Henry Cooper. Wm. Bennett, treble; Jas Jarvis, 2;
Wm. Hassall, 3; Thos. Worrall, 4; Alex. Sanders, 5; Hy. Cooper, 6; Sami. Lawrence, , ;
Jos_Grayson 8;Jos. Rilcy, 9; Thos. Chapman, 10; Wm.Marsh, 11; Thos. Tliurstans, tenor.'

Tablet in the Belfry of St. Mary’s, Oldham.—’ Qil the Oth day of March, 1832, was rung
in this tower 7392 changes of Kent Treble Bob Maximus, in 5 hours, 14 mins. 32 secs., by
the following personsJos. Newton (conductor), 1; Jno. Jackson, 2: Jno. Newton, 3;
Jas. Mills, 4; Jas. Jackson, 5; Tlios. Nicholson, 6;; Wm. Rigby, 7; Jno. Bnerley, 8; Ed
Taylor, 9; Jno. Whitehead, 10; Thos. Chadderton, 11; Abram Jackson, 12. eight of

the tepor, 34 cwt.’ i i L
TaBIet in tﬁngelfry of PainmMc Church—(This tablet also records the long peal of Sted—

man Cinques rung in the same tower.)—'The Painswick Society of Ringers caused this
tablet to be erected to commemorate the two undermentioned peals, rung in this steeple
by tho following artists :—10,224 Treble Bob Maximus. Jno. Morris, treble ; Jas. Savory,
jun 2’ Jos. White, 3; Sami. Cook, 4; Jas. Chandler, 5; Chas. Holder, 0; Jas. Savory,
sen. 7- Thos. Clissold, 8 ; Wm. Holder, 9; Thos. Bethell, 10; Wm. Estcourt, 11; Wm.
Savory, tenor. Rung December 9th, 1S38, in 6 hrs. and 50 mins. Composed and conducted
by William Estcourt. lsaac Vaustone, Master.’

(To be continued.)

Yorkshire Association of Change-ringers.

The April meeting of this Society will be held, at Sharow (about one mile
from the Ripon Station, N.E. Railway) on Saturday, April 22nd, when mem-
bers and friends are invited to attend. A committee meeting will take place
in the afternoon at 0 o’clock, and a general meeting in the schoolroom at
0p.m.

Sunday Ringing.

Sm, — Having read with much interest the various letters that have
appeared in Church Belts on the subject of mRingers and Sunday Ringing,’
1 beg you will insert tho following few lines in your next Issue. AVe have
here a splendid ring of eight, in the key of E flat, which were rehung six
years ago; the ringers meet for practice once a-week, hut never ripg on
Sundays, except on the great festivals : nor am | aware of any place in this
neighbourhood where Sunday ringing_is encouraged. Our ringers always
meet for the chiming for two services oil Sunday, just the same as they would
for ringing, and are a respectable body of young men, who attend church,
there being a pew specially for them. The curate here is a ringer, and
associates with them : which | think, if it were more often the ease, we should
not have ringers looked upon as a ' low lot, fit only to he put upstairs out ol
sight.” We have also a good set of hand-bells, which have been used more
for practice during Lent. Four members of the choir are also ringers, hut
do not belong to the band, for the reason that we have a rule that no member
of the choir shall be a ringer, or a riDger a member of the choir. Trusting
you will find me a small space for these few lines.

One interested in, and a Reader of, Church Bf.lj.s.

Godmanchester, Huntingdon.

Muffled Peal at St. Martin-in-the-Fields, by the Royal
Cumberland Society.

On Friday. March 24th, twelve members of the above Society rang at St.
Martin-in-the-Fields a muffled peal, as a last mark of respect to the late
Mr. William Estcourt of Painswick, Gloucestershire, who died at the advanced
age of 78, having rung exactly the same number of peals of 5000 changes
and upwards. The ringers were:—J. Cox, treble; J. Mansfield, 2nd; IV.
Idoverd. 3rd; R. Rose, 4th; E. Gibbs, 5th; J. Howe, Gth; G. Harvey, 7th;
H. Bains, 8th; G. Marriott, Oth; D. Stackwood, 10th; S. Jarman, IItli;
H. A. Hopkins, tenor. Conducted hy Mr. John Cox. The late Mr. Estcourt
was a member of the above Society for upwards of half a century, and much
respected hy all who knew him.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Landkey, Devon.

On Saturday, the 2oth March, being a high festival of the Church
(although falling in Lent is exceptional for ringing), six members of the
Huntsham Society of Change.ringers, under the leadership of C. A. V.
Troyte, Esq., visited this place, and gave some specimens of scientific change-
ringing on the ring of six bells. Mr. Troyte, the birthplace of w'-ose family
(that of Acland) is situated in the parish of Landlce.y, kindly tv Lrtook, some
weeks ago, to help in the instruction of a young band of ring. m>in the parish.
After attending a service in the morning they rang eight six-scores of Grandsire
Doubles, one or two short touches of Grandsire Minor, and a peal in this
latter method of 720 changes, this being the total amount to be jiroduced
upon six bells. The party had luncheon at the Vicarage, and afterwards per-
formed on the hand-bells, giving several specimens of ~ and 10-hell linging.
—Local Paper. _

Received .—James Burton; Rich. Baxter; R. King; R. S. Blee; News from Bredgar,
J. R. Jomen ; and others.
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Sib,—Rural Architecture being out of print, can you, or any ofyour readers,
supply me with the name of any other publication giving good designs and
estimates for labourers' cottages, ancl information especially applicable to
country districts ? K,

Snt,—Can you, or any of your readers, give me any information as to the
birth or death of tlie Rev. Dr. Tanner, Prebendary of Canterbury about 1760;
and do any of Iris descendants still survive ? I nquirer.

Sie,—Can you, 0- any one, lundly inform me where | can procure a
pamphlet on ‘Infant Baptism,’to put into the hands of an Anabaptist, and
which fully states the arguments in its favour? J. P.

Sir,—In answer to your correspondent, ‘J. P. C., ‘Fluctus decumanus’
was a phrase among the Romans for the tenth wave, which seems to have
been considered the largest. The Greeks thought each third wave the largest,

Algernon Swinburne illustrates the idea in his Triumph of Time:—
*Who swims in sight of the great third wave,
That never a swimmer shall cross or climb.”

W hitby. R. P. McCausland.

Sib,—In answer to ‘J. F. C.", | find that ‘Decuman billows ’is a Latinism,
signifying huge billows. The origin of ldecuman ’is decumits, equivalent to
decimus, the tenth, or, poetically, surpassingly large. P. Oeadi.

Bawtry.

Sib,—Would you kindly allow me to offer my thanks through your columns
to those of your readers who have so fully answered my questions, and to
send my name arid address for <L. R. I’.,” from whom | shall be glad to hear?

Rose House, London Road, Worcester. Phitip E1lis, Curate of St. Paul.

Snt,—Your correspondent, ‘A Layman,” does not seem to comprehend
rightly the meaning of the word lhope ’ in the passage ‘as our hope is this
our brother doth.” It is very different from lexpectation.” We hope all men
will be saved, but wo do not expectit! B. C. L.

Sir—In answer to 1English Churchman,’” I may state that the Rev.
Peter Mearns of Coldstream, Northumberland, has published a valuable work
on the Plymouth Brethren, entitled, Christian Truth viewed in relation to
Pli/mouthism.  Wm. Oliphant & Co., Edinburgh, price Us. There is an
abridged edition for distribution at id., or 3s. per dozen. J. p.

‘J. T. C.”recommends to 1English Churchman’ (of April 1st) a refutation
of the Plymouth sect published by James Charles, 01 Middle Abbey Street,
Dublin, at a moderate price.

‘B. B.” begs to inform ‘Constant Reader’ that the book entitled The
Church of England the Best Church, or Fifteen Reasons for being a Churchman,
is published by Joseph Masters, Aldersgate Street, London, price 2d. It is
now in its 26th edition.

A _At St. John’s Convalescent Home for Children, 9 Sudeley Place, Ea3t
Cliff, Brighton, ‘ Christie B.” might give most valuable help.

‘C. M. Y.”will be much obliged to any persons who have hack numbers,
or volumes, of the Sunday at Home, Chatterbox, Little Folks, Home Visitors,
Sunshine, Good Stories, or similar periodicals, which they do not want, if
they will allow her to have them for district lending and hospital use. She
would be glad, also, to receive odd numbers of illustrated papers, to cut up
for picture-books. Parcels may be sentthrough Sutton’s agency to ‘The Pre-
centory, Lincoln.’

Received also  ‘Yarmouth Subscriber; W. B. h.; Cantab; H. G. M.; J. H. Cross;

Rubrio
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CHANGE-RINGING.
By Jasper W. Snowdon, Ilkley, Yorkshire.

TREBLE BOB TRIPLES, CATERS, AND CINQUES.*

Although Treble Bob is essentially an sven-hell method, as Grandsire is
similarly adapted to odd numbers ; yet since it has been practised on the
uneven numbers, a description of the performances accomplished will not be
out of place as a Bequel to the even-bell records. The first peal of Treble Bob
Triples was one composed by J. Thackrah, and rung at St. Peter’s, Hudders-
field, on Nov. 5th, 1821. Sinca this time peals have been accomplished at
Shifnal, Shropshire; Liversedge and Ossett, Yorkshire; and West Bromwich,
Staffordshire ; these being rung in the Kent variation. Of course, to over-
come the liability there is of false changes turning up, several descriptions of
calls have to be used. The greatest length as yet obtained with fourth-place
bobs only is, I believe, the touch of 2601 composed by the late Henry Cooper
of Birmingham. On Jan. 23rd, 1811, a 5010 was rung in the combined vari-
ations of Kent and Oxford at Shifnal, the composition of Mr. T. Day of
Birmingham. This was obtained by common bobs only.

On Jan. 7th, 1817, a peal of 0004 changes of Oxford Treble Bob Caters
was rung at St. Martin's, Birmingham; and a similar length in the ‘Kent’
variation was completed at Aston, near the above-named town, on Feb. 13th,
1848, being the first and only peals of Caters rung in these variations.

Birmingham was also the first company to record a peal of Treble Bob
Cinques. This performance (0101 changes) was completed at St. Martin’s,
on Feb. 1st, 1832, since which time a similar number has also been accom-
plished, viz. at Oldham, Lancashire, on Jan. 1st, 1817. Both these peals
were rung in the 1Kent’ variation. Annexed are further details of the first of
each of these different performances —

Treble Bob Triples.—'St. Peter’s, Huddersfield. 6010 changes on Nov. 5th, 1821, by AV.
Haigh, 1; J. Clay, 2; J. Thorpe, 8; J. Womersley, 4; J. Womorsloy, 6; J, llaason, 6« B.
Thackrah, 7; 8. Goodier, 8. Composed and conducted hy B. Thackrah.'

Treble Bob Caters.— ‘St. Martin's, Birmingham. 6001 changes of Oxford Treble Bob
Caters, on Jan, 7th, 1817, in 8 hrs. 28 mins. by ~ W. Marsh, 1; T. IVon-all, 2; IV. Bennett,

*This cam too late to be appended to Mr. Snowdon’s last article.
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3; Il. Cooper, i; T. Chapman, 6; G. Harrison, 6; AT. Newman, 7; AT Hassall, 8; T.
Thurstans, 9; J. Jarvis, 10. Composed aud conducted by T. Thurstaus.”

Treble Bob Cinques—‘St. Martin’s, Birmingham. 5104 changes of Kent Treble Bob
Cin_?ues, on Feb. 1st, 1882, iu S lira. 47 mine, by:—T. Cole, 1; T. Chapman, 2; J. Hopkins,
3; T. ATorrall, 4; AT. Hassall, 5; H. Cooper, 6; J. Riley, 7; E. Roberts, 8; N. Blunt, 9;
J. Bayliss, 10; J. Jarvis, 11; AV. Godfrey, 12. Composed and conducted by H. Cooper.”

Sunday Ringing.

Sir, —With your permission | should like to say a few words on the
question of Sunday ringing, of which I have had a somewhat varied experience,
extending over a largo number of years. | think many of the points urged in
its favour are weighty and acceptable; but they should be considered in con-
nexion with the many abuses that undoubtedly exist, in the suppression of
which | know that all respectable ringers of experience are desirous that your
efforts may be thoroughly successful.

It appears to be agreed that the bells are the property of the church, and
are intended to do their part in the church service; but whether this shall be
chiming or ringing | think is immaterial, provided it be done ‘decently and
in order.” But Sunday ringing apart from tire service is, in my opinion, very
objectionable, being clearly a gathering for the enjoyment of a practice in this
highly interesting and intellectual amusement, and not at all in keeping with
the religious duties of the day. No doubt many arguments may be raised in
favour of such meetings, but | think they must necessarily fail to show that they
partake of a religious character. | therefore think it becomes every company
or society of ringers to consult their clergyman, and together determine upon
some well-ordered arrangement for their guidance in the performance of their
Sunday ringing or chiming, and that it is the duty of the clergyman to see
that such arrangement is strictly observed. U. w.

A Veteran Change-ringer.

Sib,—The following accorrntof aveteran change-ringer may perhaps interest
some of your readersJam es Newman, whese 80th birthday falls on Sunday,
the 16th, and which we hope to commemorate by a peal on Easter Monday, is
respected by the ringers of Appleton, in Berkshire, as the father of change-
ringing in that village. It was he who, in 1821, when they had their ring of
six, conducted the first 720 Treble Bob, commemorated by one of the fourteen
tablets which adorn the belfry; it was he who, when they got eight bells
twenty years after, taught them to ring a peal of Stedman Triples, and gain
a reward of two additional bells, promised in case of success by Rev. P. E.
Robinson; and, in truth, to his patience, perseverance, and untiring devotion,
is mainly due those brilliant achievements which have made Appleton famous
throughout England, and fill a peal-book of which any Society may be justly
proud.

Among Mr. Newman’ performances | find peals of Grandsire Triples in
’55, '56, 57, 62, 64, '65, 68, and '71; a peal of 10,080 Grandsire Caters in
71—a wonderful peal for a man 75 years of age ; two peals of 5000 Grandsire
Caters in 75, the last the Monday after Christmas Day ; a peal of 6000 Plain
Boh Major in '56 ; of 5088 Treble Bob Major in '71; of 5131 Grandsire
Major in ’63; and of 5076 Stedman Caters in ’62. All these peals at
Appleton—in fact, Mr. Newman has rung but one peal out of bis native
village, viz. a peal of 5088 Treble Bob Major in ’41 at St. Eb.be’s, Oxford,
then the lightest ring of bells in England. Besides the four methods in
which he has rung peals, Mr. Newman is well skilled in College Singles, of
which | believe the only peals ever rung are due to the Appleton ringers.

Mr. Newman was formerly a gamekeeper, but for twenty years has not
been in service. His honest, upright life, renders his old age alike honoured
and honourable, and doubtless to his temperate habits is largely due the
wonderful preservation of strength which enables him, at his advanced age,
still to take his place in the belfry, and ring for the services it is his delight
to tak6 partin. J. S. Pritchett.

Ball. Coll. Oxford, April 8th.

The Guild of West Kent Ringers.

The first meeting of the Guild will take place at Dartford on Saturday
afternoon, the 22nd April, at 1 p.m. A meeting has also been fixed to take
place at Erith on Saturday, the 29th of April, at the same hour. Members
desiring to have their railway expenses of attending either of these meetings
paid out of the funds of the Guild must send in their names to the Secretary,
through their representative committeeman, at least three days before such
meeting. Members can only have their expenses paid to one of these
meetings.

Ringing at Bermondsey, Surrey,

On Saturday, March 25, ten members of the Ancient Sooiety of College
Youths rang at St. James’s, Bermondsey, a true peal of Stedman’s Caters;
containing 5007 changes, in 3 hrs, 24mins., viz.;,—H. AV. Haley, sen., treble;
G. Muskett, 2nd ; AA Cooter, 3rd; G. Mash, 1th; J. M. Routh, Esq., 5th;
R. J. Haworth, 6th; H. Booth, 7th; M. A. AVood, 8th; J. M. Hayes, 9th;
T. Bugby, tenor. AYeight of tenor, 25 cwt. The above peal was called by
Mr. Haley, and is a production of his own. The 6th bell in Cth place through-
out the peal.—Reported.

Muffled Peal at Aston, Warwickshire.

On the 3rd inst. the following members of the St. Martin’s Society of
Change-ringers rang, at the parish church, Aston, a superior peal of Stedman
Caters, comprising 5005 changes, which was completed in 3 hrs. 18 mins.:—
J. James, treble; J. Banister, 2nd; J. Joynes, 3rd; H. Bastable, 1th;
S. Power, 5th; H. Johnson, sen., 6th; J. Dunn, 7th; P. H. James, 8th ;
H. Johnson, jun., 9th ; T. Edgehill, tenor. This muffled peal-was rung as a
tribute of respect to the memory of the late Mr. AR. Robens, Josh. Spencer,
and Wm. Chattell, formerly members of the St. Martin's Company. Com-
posed and conducted by H. Johnson, sen., with the bells in the inverted
Tittum position.—Reported.

Received.—J. Rettick; J. Pritchard; A/ G. Maun; N. J. Pitsford; P. B. King;
Jas. Easthorn: we cannot enter into disputes with rimers about the peals which are
reported to us.
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extremely good part. So that whatever*compliments ’ passed were at least
all on one side. At the same time, if aman like Mr. Jacobssays, and his
brethren endorse it, that they find the clergy of the Church of England, on
the whole, more candid, and dispassionate, ancl reasonable than the Dissenting
ministers who have taken up the Temperance cry, I do not see any solid
reason for disclaiming the compliment, because it is a compliment, especially
as | believe it to be true.
| had hoped to send you some rather fuller report, of the conferences than
the daily papers see fit to give, but the pressure of other work and cares has
made it impossible ; so | venture to send you these few lines, which I trust
you will be able to insert. John Qaicley,
Chairman of the Committee of the Temperance Movement.

Infant Baptism.

Sir,—In reply to your correspondent, whose initials happen to be the same
as my own, may | suggest that the best pamphlet on Infant Baptism is St.
Paul’s Epistle to the Oolossians ? It is addressed to the ‘saints and faithful
brethren in Christ/ at Colosse (i, 2), who are declared (ii. 10-12) to he ‘com-
plete in Christ,”and to have been “buried with Him in baptism, and in baptism
also risen with Him, through their faith in the operation of God, Who raised
Him from the dead,” The persons thus addressed in the mass are afterwards
addressed in various classes (iii. 18; iv. 1), as wives, husbands, children,
fathers, servants, and masters; and each of these classes is addressed as to
its special duties on the ground of the privileges to which they had all alike
been admitted by their baptism. Of course a modem objector would ask
how there could be ‘faith in the operation of God' in the case of infants, to
which various replies might be given; and it is also open to him to say that
St. Paul does not mention infants, but only children. But an Anabaptist
who could be induced to travel with the Church as far as this epistle would
carry him, would be on the right track ; and it might not be difficult to lead
bim on to the whole truth. The Beligious Tract Society has lately published
a little book which, indirectly, might be of great service in teaching the true
doctrine of baptism. The title is Sanctifcation, as exhibited in the Word of
Cod. Here is a quotation:—‘It thus appears that the terms “ sanctify,”
“ sanctification,” “ saints,” &c., as applied to Christians in the New Testa-
ment, imply their being anointed with the Holy Spirit, their being separated
from the world, consecrated to God, and fitted for His service.” The 1&c.’ is
valuable. The Tract Society would not be likely, at present, to fill up the
blank with the term ‘regeneration;’but it may come to do so in twenty years’
time. Pet men study their Bibles, and their Prayer-book difficulties will
melt away. Children were ‘called to be saints,” ancl ‘buried with Christ in
baptism,” at Colosse more than 1800 years ago. We are not told how old they
were. Let us have sufficient faith in the operation of God, Who quickened
Christ’s dead body, to believe that He favourably alloweth our charitable work
in these latter clays in England when we take our living infants to His holy
baptism. J. F.

Inebriate Homes.

Sin,—In answer to tbe appeal which you kindly inserted for me some
weeks ago, | received the following donations —D. Monckton, Esq., M.D., XL;
per Offertory, ill.; Stamps per Church Times, 2s.; Bev. W. J. Frere, 10s,;
Bev. B. H. Goodacre, 51.; Kev. B. Bazlehurst, 11.; J. Bobinson, Esq., 10/;
W. Morris, Esq., HI. 3s.; Miss Bogers, 11.; B. Tomlinson, Esq., 31. 3s.;

C. W. S,, 51. | beg leave most heartily to thank those who have so liberally
helped me. | am still, however, considerably out of pocket.
Rugeley. B. M. Gkiee.

The Date of Easter.

Sir,—Like some of your correspondents, | was 1much exercised * by the
date of Easter this year, until referring to Brady’s Claris Calendaria, where |
found the following explanation, under the head of 1Easter Day:—

‘By the solar calculation our clays begin at midnight, while the lunar day
is computed to commence from twelve o’clock at noon, or middle of one solar
clay, and to last until the same hour on the succeeding solar day. If, there-
fore, the moon become full after twelve o'clock of a Saturday, it is regarded
as happening of a Sunday, and the second nominal Sunday, though the first
in reality according to such computation, after such moon, becomes the proper
period for celebrating Easter.’

This seems a more satisfactory explanation than that given in Church
Bells last week, or in a letter to the Times of April 11th, which explains the
circumstance on the grounds that the moon was full after sunset on Saturday
evening (7h. 39m.), and so on Sunday, according to Jewish reckoning;
whereas Brady’s explanation holds good for a full moon after twelve o’clock
noon on a Saturday. Fredk. H. Bridges.

Bruntingthorpc Rectory, Lutterworth.

[Whether it appear satisfactory or not, it is not the correct explanation,
and would not meet all cases.—Ed.]

Sir,—How do you reconcile the following (to me) conflicting statements ?

1. “The whole of the week preceding Easter, commonly called Holy
'Week, or “ Passion Week.” —Humphry on the Prayer-book, p. 106.

3. “Passion Sunday is so named because our Lord began on tliis day to
make open prediction of His sufferings. Tbe following week (not that in
which Good Friday occurs) is the one properly called “ Passion Week.”” He
goes on to say that ‘Palm Sunday, <foc. &c. . . . The week following is known
by the distinctive name of Holy Week.—J. H. Blunt, Household Theology,
p. 222.

Now, Palm Sunday is the Sunday next before Easter, and Good Friday
falls in that week. W. E. T. Morgan.

Newbridge-on-Wye, Radnorshire.

[The week preceding Easter Day is, as Mr. Humphry‘says, lcommonly ’
called Passion Week as well as Holy Week ; but Mr. Blunt gives us the proper
and more correct usage, according to which the title of Passion Week ia
applied only to the week commencing with the fifth Sunday in Lent.—Ed.]

Church Bells.
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Lady Bourchier begs leave to make known through tbe columns of
Church Bells, that she has established a small Convalescent Homo at Hamp-
ton Court for women-servants, needlewomen, shopwomen, &c. needing change
of air from London after illness. They either pay a small sum weekly for
themselves, or a lady sending a case pays a slightly higher charge. Inform-
ation may be obtained by letter addressed to the Housekeeper, at Hope
Cottage, Hampton Court, S.W.

Hampton Court Palace, S. W.

Does any reader chance to know where there is a portrait, either a
separate engraving, or prefixed to any hook, of Dr. Bray, bom a.d. 1656,
whose name is perpetuated in the institution entitled Bray’s Associates for
founding Theological Libraries, of which the Bev. H. Tucker, 19 Delahay
Street, is Secretary ?

Deceived also.—H. F. L.; F. M.; J. S. C.; J. Stocker; J. H. Cross; J. McO.; K ;
A Church Worker.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Change-ringing at Wigan.

On Saturday, April 8th, the undermentioned mixed hand of change"
ringers rang at tbe parish church a true and complete peal of Grand-
sire Triples, consisting of 5010 changes, in 3 hrs. 12 mins., being the
6-part peal by Mr. E. Taylor (vide W. Shipway’s Campanologia, part 3,
p. 59), ancl contains 194 bobs and 16 singles, with the 6th at home
every 42 changes, and the Oth and 7th at home every 210 changes; and
the 5th, 6th, and 7th at home every 840 changes. Conducted by Mr. James
Eckersley of Bolton. The ringers were ;—Treble, J. Eckersley, Bolton; 2nd,
N. Farnworth, lialliwell; 3rd, J. Seddon, Halliwell; 4th, T. Hidings, Hulli-
well;5th, B. Thornley, Halliwell; Gth, Wm. Warburton, W hitefield; 7tb,
Wm. Bhodes, Halliwell. Tenor, E. Arrowsmith, Leigh. Tenor, 27 cwt.
3 qrs. 20 Ibs.

[We hope the above creditable band will respect our feelings and the
feelings of Churchmen in future, ancl notring such a pleasure peal during
Lent.—Ed.]

BELFRY RECORDS.
ALL SAINTS, WAKEFIELD, YORKSHIRE.
(Tablets in the Belfry.)

823. On Monday, tlie 16th of October, 1820, was rung by the Society of ringers a com-
plete peal of Grandsire Caters, comprising 6030 changes, of 60 nine-seven-eights and 60
eight-nines, composed and conducted by William Woodhead, and was performed in three
hours and forty-four minutes. The society as stationed:—

William Woodhead, Treble. George Pickering, Fourth. John Hall, Eighth.

Joseph Sugden, Second. Richard Wilkinson, Fifth. Robert Collett, Ninth.

Joseph Priestley, Third. James Gill, Sixth. John Wilson, Tenor
Joseph Gill, Seventh Thomas Walsh, j :

The peal:— First partends 357462
Second, , 542763
Third ,, , 473265
Fourth,, ,, 725364
Fifth ,, , 234567

On the 27th of August, 1814, the above-named William Woodhead rung the seventh bell
in the church of Ottley, through a peal of treble bob, consisting of 12,320 changes, in seven
hours and fifteen minutes, being the longest Eeal in that method ever rung iu Eu?land.

This board was placed here by order of the churchwardens in consequence of the
attention and good conduct of the ringers.

824. On Wednesday, the 10 day of October, 1824, the society of ringers executed a peal
of Caters on Stedman’s pidnciple, consisting of 5079 changes, in three hours and eleven
minutes, which was performed by the following persons, viz. .

William Woodhead, Treble. eorge Pickeriug, Fourth. John Hall, Eighth.

Joseph Sugden, Second. Thomas Rafton, Fifth. Robert Collett, Ninth.

Joseph Priestley, Third. James Gill, Sixth. John Wilson, Tenor.
Joseph Gill, Seventh.

825. On Saturday, the 26th day of October, 1522, nine of the Socie
church, with Joseph Tebbs of Leeds, succeeded in accompl_ishinfg a peal of Cambridge Sur-
prise Royal, comprising 5400 changes, in three hours and thirty-five minutes, being the first
peal ever attempted iu the above difficult method by any set of men in the kingdom, which
will be a standing laurel for the Society for ages to come. The above peals were composed
and conducted by William Woodhead. ~ The band as stationed

Mark Blackburn, Treble. George Pickering, Fourth.
Joseph Sugden, Second. John Hall, Fifth.
Joseph Tebbs, Third. James Gill, Sixth.

Joseph Gill, Seventh.

of Ringers of this

Thomas Netherwood, Eighth.
William Woodhead, Ninth.
Robert Collett, Tenor.

The peal:— 546 32
362 45
425 63
653 24
4.2 3 56First-part end.
324 56Second ,, ,,
234 5Third .,

826. On Thursday, November 18, 1852, the Wakefield Company of Change-ringcrs
ascended this tower and rung a true and complete peal of Kent Treble Bob Royal, com-
prising ?jZSO changes, in the space of three hours and forty minutes. The company as
stationed:—

William Milnes, Treble.
George Link, Sec(rad.

Stephen Priestley, Fourth.
William Fawcett,( Third.

Robert Beaumont, Fifth.
George Milnes, Sixth.
William ‘Slcott,Sgeventh.

Joseph Healey, Eighth.
Charles Hall, "Ninth.
Thomas Gilzard, Tenor.

The peal
635 42
50
56 First-part ends.
56 Second,,
234 56 Third ,
The above peal was rung in respect for tbe memory of Field Marshall the late Duke of
Wellington, being the day of his interment. Composed by the late William Hudson of
Sheffield, and conducted by Mr. William Scott.

wh
SO o
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R eceived —Fair Play; Wolscanton—no signature,
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do not, I must confess, understand why Mr. Oakley should hope to avoid
similar unwisdom by simply refusing to take the pledge. If my brains are
affected since | became a teetotaler, it must be by the practice ofteetotalism,
not by any promise that | have made to practise it. A pledge means nothing
more than that you will conform to a certain rule so long as you remain a
member of a certain society. That teetotalers are often violent and foolish |
readily admit; but | think I can give Mr. Oakley at least half a dozen much
more intelligible reasons for their folly than that they have taken the pledge.
1. Some of them are born without much intellect. 2. More of them have had
very few opportunities of cultivating such intellect as they possess. 8. Many
are men of one idea, and speak as men of one idea always do, asif the
reform which they advocate would prove a panacea for the evils of the
world, I. Most of them find it difficult to understand the indifference
of good and Christian people to the appalling evils which flow from
one preventable sin. 5. All of them have been roundly abused by
those whose sympathy they would have valued -as if they were ad-
dicted to a vice, or guilty of heresy, social and religious. 0. And yet
almost invariably they are the persons to whom non-abstainers bring their
nearest and dearest friends who have contracted habits of intemperance!
Parents, who have had no intention of abandoning the use of stimulants them-
selves, have sent me to their children, wives to their husbands, husbands to
their wives ; and naturally | have asked myself, If only these good people had
themselves practised the teetotalism which they are now—now, perhaps, that
it is too late—so anxious that their unhappy relatives should adopt, would they
he seeking my assistance ? and even if I succeed in reclaiming their friends,
is not all my work very likely to be undone if they cannot be induced to
practise it now ? In other words, has not their example been an encourage-
ment to the sin which they now deplore; and may it not be an obstacle to
recovery from it?

1My good friend,” said a parish priest to a Nonconformist parishioner, 41
wish you would try your hand with ——. He is ruining himself body and
soul with drink.” *My dear Vicar,” was the reply, ‘why do you give me your
work to do ?’ 40 h,I think you could do it better than 1 I’ ‘But why ? You
are a clergyman : | am not.” ‘Yes,”was the candid answer; 4but you are a
total abstainer, and I am not.’

And now, having said so much in answer to Mr. Oakley, let me, as an old
teetotaler, heartily thank him and Mr. Webster, and all who helped them in
organizing the recent Temperapce Meetings in the East-end of London. The
scheme of their campaign against drunkenness was ably conceived and well
executed; and though, perhaps, their ideas of the best method of arresting
intemperance and mine may not at present coincide, the end that we have in
view is the same. Let me add, that | regard the adhesion of such a man as
Mr. Oakley to tho ranks of teetotalers as a real gain, whether he take the
pledge or not. jt,

A Plea for Pews and Pew-rents.

Sir,—It will he difficult for Mr. Vernon, or any other of your correspon-
dents, to convince us old folk that the practice of pew-letting is altogether
abominable. |If it were so the world would probably have discovered the fact
before. 1 believethat churches wherein sittings are let, or at all events appro-
priated, are just as necessary for some neighbourhoods as free and open ones
undoubtedly are for others. There are many persons | could mention who
prefer to pay for sittings rather than endure the inconvenience to which the
free system might subject them. The aged and invalids, for instance, cannot
go to church at all if their little strength is to be taxed by waiting a quarter
of an hour before service in order to secure a seat, or hy having to stand
some time after if has begun. In my own church we give the people clearly
to understand upon their taking sittings, that these will not he reserved for
them beyond the introductory portion of the service, hut that the moment the
first canticle or psalm begins all seats then vacant will be treated as free.
TVhere this same rule is observed the more serious®objections against pew-
letting practically vanish.

The deep family affection which is so conspicuous a feature in the English
character offers another plea for the reservation of seats. 1t may he a weak-
ness on my part—I dont deny it—but | do love to see Sunday after Sunday
the same family father and mother, brothers and sisters—assemble in their
accustomed place. Of course it might he a better thing for the father and
sons to sit somewhere on one side of the church, and the mother and sisters
somewhere on the other (for such separations are necessary in free churches
in towns) j this might be better, I dare say, but | don’t quite see it. Andis a
similar weakness never experienced in the congregation? Have we never
known of a particular place in church becoming doubly consecrated because
a beloved mother or sister, now with God, used to worship there? Such
sentimentality is of course very weak and unworthy of countenance, hut at
the same time it is a means of grace and a link between the worship of the
Church below and the Church at rest.

t From the ministerial point of view, moreover, there is something to be
said on behalf of pew-rents. My income mainly depends upon them, and
mvere | to make my church an open one | do not deny that in course of time
the income might possibly regain its present level; but the strange fondness
of my congregation for giving the smallest silver coin of the realm, and like-
wise the least conspicuous copper one, at the offertories, is scarcely reassuring
on this point. Butif my income ever did right itself, it would he a work of
time, and we know what happened to the horse while waiting for the grass
to grow! This may be a very old-fashioned, wi'ong-headed wav of looking at
the subject, but no one can say it is not practical. " AX O1d Yicar.

Sir,—In further reply to the inquiry of “J. F. in Church Bells of the 15th
mst., | would mention a work, though not quite a pamphlet, which has been
jouncl useful on the subject he refers to. It is entitled, Confessions of a
Convertfrom Baptism in TVater to Baptism with Water. and was published bv
Snow, 35 Paternoster Row, London. The edition | have eeer. is dated 1*45.

Warminster. T. C

Church Bells.
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Sir,—4J. F.” will find two tracts by the Rev. E. Carr, LL.D., Yicar of
St. Helen’s, Lancashire, exhaustive upon Infant Baptism. J. S. C.
Killanne Rectory, JEnniscorthy.

4). A. B.’recommends to 41. F.” No. 1152 of the S.P. C. K. tracts, called
Infant Baptism ; or, Hath this Child been already Baptized ?

4A Constant Reader ’ should write to the Secretaries of the two great
Missionary Societies. Our correspondent should adopt a more correct signa-
ture, for if he had been a constant reader he could not have failed to have
observed the notice of St. Augustine’s Missionary College, Canterbury, given
in our number for April 17,1875.

4Briton Ferry.—We have not retained the address, and we do not under-
tako to forward correspondence.

4Mary Temple.—Macmillans. Received also—W. W. Jones—Thanks.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

College Single.

Sir,—In your number of the 15th Aprill find a letter from J. S. Pritchett
giving the career of a veteran ringer (to whom honour is due), and in which
he refers to College Single as a method only rung hy the Appleton band.
This | beg to say is a mistake, as the Company | belonged to more than
thirty years since rang many peals of it on six bells, being the only ring then
in the parish. There is a tablet of a peal in this method, rung Oct. 6, 1839.

P.S.—1 enclose a few records, which I trust you can find room for, toge-
ther with above note. [Will admit soon.—Ed.] Samuel Marsh.

Opening of New Bells at Brigg Parish Church, Lincolnshire.

For along time there has been a desire to have a ring of hells in this
church. Subscriptions for the whole of the amount required for six bells were
raised, and the hells were ordered of Messrs. Warner and Co., London. On
the 22nd of February the bells arrived, and there was a great demonstration
in the town. A procession was formed at the station, the church choir taking
the lead, followed by the band of the 1st Lincolnshire Light Horse in full-
dress uniform; next came clergy, churchwardens, and gentry of Brigg and
neighbourhood; then the carriage and bells, drawn bytwelve highly caparisoned
horses, the hells also and carriage being decorated; then followed the school
children of the town, including those of the workhouse. The procession
paraded the town, and the inhabitants were highly pleased. The hells were
received at the church tower by the clergy and choir in surplices, and with
prayer and praise solemnly dedicated to the service of Almighty God, after
which the Vicar, the Bev. W. J. Wylie, addressed the crowd of spectators.
He hoped the bells would answer the purpose for which they were intended,
calling the people together to worship God in His house, and that the people
would accept the invitation the hells gave them. He also briefly thanked all
who had in any way contributed to the bell-fund, and all who had added to
the success of that day’s proceedings. The children were afterwards regaled.
The hells having been hung by Mr. H. Boswell, were ready the first week in
Lent; but that being a season in which the Church wishes her bells to be
silent, they were not formally opened until Tuesday in Easter week. On
that day an early peal was rung, inviting the parishioners to an 8-oclock
celebration of the Holy Communion. At 10.30 a company of ringers from St.
Peter’s parish church, Sheffield, rang a touch before divine service at 11.30.
In the afternoon the Sheffield ringers, Messrs. C. H. Hattersley, Bower,
Potter, Booth, Steer, Wilson, T. Hattersley, Nadin, and Heald, rang touches
of changes in Treble Bob, Bob Minor, Grandsire, and Stedman’. In the
evening another service was held, when an appropriate sermon was preached
hy the Bev. Dr. Gatty, Vicar of Ecclesfield.—Reported.

Reopening and Dedication of a Ring of Eight Bells at St. Peter's,
Coggeshall, Essex.

Os Easter Monday the ringers of the parish met at an early hour, and
began the day with a touch of Plain Bob upon the eight bells. Two new
trebles have lately been added to this ring, which was thoroughly repaired and
rehung about two years ago. The bells are in the key of F. The work has
been carried out by Messrs. Warner and Sons, who have also placed a chiming
apparatus. The Dedication Service began at three o’clock, when an over-
whelming congregation was present. After the ordinary evening service, a
special form of prayer and dedication was used, chiefly taken from Mr.
Ellacombe’s able work on Church Bells. The sermon was preached by the
Rev. R. Whittington, Vicar of St. John’, Colchester.—Reported.

Muffled Ringing at Hyde, Cheshire.

On Saturday, March 18th, a mixed company met at St. George’s Church,
Hyde, and rang Mr. John Holt's ten-par: peal reversed of Grandsire Triples,
comprising 50-10 changes, in 2 hr?, 45 mins. The ringers were : —J. Wilde,
sen., treble; M. Sale, 2nd; C. Tiierpe, 3rd; T. Marshall, 4th; S. Wood,
5th; J. Sutcliffe, 6th; .T. Thorpe. 7th; S. Andrew, tenor. Weight of tenor,
16 cwt. Conducted by Mr. John Thorpe. The above was rung to the
memory of the late George Sale, who for many years was a member of the
Society of Change-ringers at the above church.—Reported.

Ringing at Ashton-under-Lyne.

On the 16th inst. ten members of the Society of Change-ringers of Ashton-
under-Lyne rang at the parish church a true peal of Grandsire Caters, con-
sisting of 5003 changes. Composed and conducted by James Wood (senior),
and brought round in 3 hrs. 12 mins. by the following ringers:—T.Moss,
treble; T. Wrc-es, 2nd; G. Moss, his first peal, 3rd; J. Wood, sen., 4th;
B. Broalbent. 5th; S. Wood, 6th; C. Thorpe, 7th; J. Gillott, 8th; S.Autlrew,
0th; J. Andrew, tenor. Weight of tenor, 28 cwt.—Reported.
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ROYAL CUMBERLAND SOCIETY.
(Late London Scholars.)

A Sketch of the Binging Life and W orks of Mr. George Gross, Sen., of
L ondon, upwards of Forty Years a Member of this Society.
By H. Dains, Hon. Sec.

Sir,—Since Jou published the list of peals rung by Jas. Barhams, | have
been looking up those rung by the above, and the following is a complete list
of his performances, copied by myself direct from the records of the Society,
which I think will form a worthy companion-sketch to that of J. B. (Church
Bells, June 26, 1875); and, Sir, it will answer your Editorial query (Church
Bells, May 24, 1873), viz. *‘Who was G. Gross, and when did he dieV This,
Sir, | have written in the interest of the Society, also in justice to the old
man, and expressly forthe readers of Church Bells generally. It is worthy of
notice that Mr. G. rang his first and last peals on the treble bell, and
that the peals Nos. 50, 51, and 52, were rung by the same band, with one

Church Bells.

No. Date.

80 Sept.2S,1794
Sl Oct. 20, 1794
82 Dec. 13,1794
Dec. 27, 1794
Mar.
Apr. 4
May 26, 1795
Sept. 14,1795
Nov. 15,1795
Nov. 23,1795
Deo. 10, 1796
Jan. 9,1797
Nov. 21,1797
Mar. 10, 179S

259

Koyal Cttiiebhlasd Society.— Continued.

exception.

©9
No. Date, ad Method. Place. Time.
*3
h.m
| Nov. 7,1763 5088 Treble, 8 in St. Mary, Whitechapel 315
2 Apr. 9, 1764 5040 Bob Major K. Edward the Confessor’s Chapel
Royal, Romford, Essex 18
3 Oct. 14, 1765 5112 Grandsire Caters St. Leonard, Shoreditch
4 Apr. 21,1766 5664 Union Treble, 8in  St. Mary, Lewisham 330
5 Mar. 10,1766 5136 Union Treble, 12in  St. Saviour, Southwark
6 Aug. 3, 1767 5120 Union Treble, 8in K. Edward the Confessor’s Chapel
. RRXaI' Essex 314
7 Dec. 18,1768 5040 Bob Major * St. Mary, Whitechapel 315
8 Jan. 29,1769 5040 Cumberland Real St. Mary, Whitechapel 324
Double, 8 in**
9 Mar. 13,1769 5040 Grandsir© Triples  Christ Church, Spitalfields 345
10 May 16,1769 5120 Union Treble, 8in  St. George, Southwark 315
11 Oct. 8 1769 5076 Grandsire Caters*  St. Leonard, Shoreditch 341
12 Jan. S 1770 5152 Bob Major St. Mary, Rotherhithe 32
13 Jan. 21, 1770 5040 Grandsire Caters St. Leonard, Shoreditch 345
14 Dec. 10,1770 5165 Cumberland Caters, St. Magnus the Martyr 33
Real Double**
15 Dec. 8 1771 6000 BobMajorReverse** St. Mary, Whitechapel 4 1
16 Apr. 22,1772 5040 Bob Major Reverse* St. John, Hackney 32
17 Dec. 1772 5111 Grandsire Caters* St. Giles, Cripplegate 345
18 Mar. 21,1773 5040 Bob Major *f St. Mary Abbots, Kensington 324
19 Apr. 24,1773 5039 Grandsire Caters *  St. Leonard, Shoreditch 345
20 Sept.251773 5184 Un. Treble, 8in**f St. Peter &St. Paul, Bromley, Kent 3 33
21 Oct. 11, 1773 5071 Cumbeglang‘*erand St. George, Southwark 32
sire, Sin
22 Nov. 13,1773 7001 Grandsire Caters**f St. Leonard, Shoreditch 4 52
2 Jan. 241774 5258 Grands. Cinques**  St. Saviour, Southwark
24 May 24,1774 5040 Bob Major** Braughing, Hertfordshire 315
25 Dec. 25,1774 5085 Bob Major** St. George, Southwark 322
26 Jan. 7,1775 5040 Bob Major*! St. Mary, Islington 818
27 Jan. 22,1775 5250 Treble, Sin * St. Mary, Islington 319
28 Feb. 121775 5040 Bob Royal ** All Saints, West Ham 3 50
29 Feb. 21,1775 5111 Grandsire Caters** St. Mary-le-Bow 8 59
30 Feb.28 1775 5152 Oxford Treb. 8in** St. Mary, Whitechapel 3 56
3l Feb. T, 1776 5236 Cumb. Cinques™  St. Saviour, Southwark 4 9
32 May 26,1776 5152 Bob Major ** St. Shad, Horsham, Sussex 3 2
33 Oct. 20, 1776 5376 Un. Treble, Sin **  St. Mary, Rotherhithe 327
34 Nov. 18,1776 6240 Un. Treble, Sin***!  St. Mary Magdalene, Bermondsey 3 51
35 Jan. 20, 1777 6240 Treble, 10 in, *first  St. Leonard, Shoreditch 4 34
true 6000 of 10
in’**
36 Mar. 3,1777 5040 Bob Royal * All Saints, West Ham 334
37 Mar. 12,1777 5080 Treble, 10 in** St. Leonard, Shoreditch 349
38 Apr. 51777 8120 Treble, 10 in** St. Leonard, Shoreditch 610
39 May 10, 1777 10200 Treble, 10 in** St. Leonard, Shoreditch 740
40 June 9, 1777 5040 Bob Major** St. Mary, Whitechapel 32
41 Aug.27,1777 5152 Bob Major** St. Mary, Whitechapel 32
42 Nov. 3 1777 5040 Bob Major ** St. Mary, Whitechapel 313
43 Dec. 8,1777 5200 Bob Major** Christ Church, Surrey 330
44 Dec. 21, 1777 5345 Grandsire Caters**  All Saints, West Ham 348
45 Dec. 26, 1777 5040 Bob Major St. Alphege, Greenwich 320
46 Jan. 51778 5320 Treble, 10 in** St, Giles, Cripplegate 4 6
47 Jan.11, 1778 5120 Treble, 8 in ** St. Giles-in-the-Fields 334
48 Feb. S 1778 604S Bob Major **| All Saints, Epsom 412
49 June 1, 1778 5152 Bob Major All Saints, Gravesend 325
50 June 7,1778 5264 Bob Major** St. Mary-le-Bolney, Sussex 310
51 June 8 1778 5264 Bob Major** St. Nicholas, Brighthelmstone, do. 3 15
52 June 8 1778 6160 Bob Major ** St. Nicholas, Brightkelmstone, do.| 3 45
53 Dec. 29, 1778 6608 Bob Major St. Mary. Croydon, Surrey | 418
54 May 24,1779 11080 Bob Major St. Nicholas, Brightlielmstone, do.j 650
55 Dec. 11, 1779 5040 Grandsire Caters**  St. Leonard, Shoreditch 1342
56 May 17, 1780 5040 Bob Major** St. Nicholas, Deptford 320
57 Nov.19,1780 5040 Grandsire Triples*  St. John, Hackney ;322
55 Mar. 41781 5040 Tittum, 10 in** St. Leonard, Shoreditch ’ 345
59 Dec.24, 1781 5120 Treb. Tittum, 10in St. Leonard, Shoreditch 345
60 Junell1781 5040 Grandsire Triples* St. Nicholas, Deptford 315
61 Dec. 9,17S1 5376 Un. Treble Bob**  St. Olave, Southwark 339
02 Mar. 9,17S2 5040 Grandsire Super- St John, Hackney 1321
lative Reverse **
63 Nor. 23,1782 5040 Grandsire Caters**  St. Leonard, Shoreditch 355
64 Feb. 6, 1783 5046 Grandsire Triples** St. Botolph, Bishopsgatc 320
65 June 8,1783 5129 Grandsire Caters**  All Saints, West Ham 340
66 Oct. 13, 17S3 6000 Treble, 10 in** St. Leonard, Shoreditch 447
67 Jan. 19,1784 5399 Grandsire Caters** St. John, Southwark 355
68 Mar.13,1784 60SO UnionTreble, 8in**  St. Botolph, Bishopsgate 421
69 Mar. 27,1784 12000 Treble, 10in‘* St. Leonard, Shoreditch 95
70 Apr. 12,1784 5152 UnionTreble, Sin**  St. Mary, Walthamstow 317
71 Aug.23,1788 5184 Stedman Caters St. Leonard, Shoreditch 347
72 Oct. 4,1792 5312 UnionTreble, 8in** St. James, Clerkenwell 334
73 Nov. 1,1792 5040 Grandsire Super, St. John, Hackney 327
74 Apr.151793 6360 Oxf. Treble, £in"  Christ Church, Spitalfields 451
75 Dec.21,1793 5088 Union Treble, 8 in 1 St. Clement Danes 330
76 Feb. 16,1794 5000 Oxf. Treble, 10 in* St. John, Southwark 338
77 Mar. 4, 1704 5021 Grandsire Caters* ' St. Leonard, Shorediteh 346
7S June 9,1794 5111  Grandsire Caters*t j All Saints, Hertford 334
79 Sept, 151794 5264 Bob Major* All Saints, Edmonton 328

Sept.17,1798
Feb. 2, 1799
Apr. 22, 1799
Feb. 1, 1800
Apr. 28, 1800 10112
June 2, 1800 5120
Oct. 1,1800 5040
Nov.18,1500 5040
Jan. 11, 1801
Feb. 17,1801
May, 1801
Apr. 7,1801
Aug. 31,1801
Oct. 8,1801

Mar. 22, 1802
Sept. 13,1502
Oct. 1S, 1802
Nov. 20,1802
Jan. 3, 1803
Feb. 22, 1503

6120
5004
5200
5024

Method.

Grandsire Super.*
Union Treble, 8in*
Cumb. Treble, 10in*
Bob Major*
Cumb.Treb.12in**
Cumb. Treb. 8 in**
Cumb. Treb. 8in**
Bob Major
Grandsire Triples *
Bob Major**
Grandsire Triples
Grandsire Triples
Grandsire Triples
Grandsire Caters
Grands. Triples**ff
Oxf. Treble, 10 in*
Grandsire Cinques
Grandsire Caters
Oxf. Treble, 8 in**
Union Treble, 8in
Grandsire Triples
Grandsire Triples
Lond.Ct.Bob, 8in**
Triples

Treble, 10 in

Ct. Bob Royal **
Grandsire Triples
Union Treble, 8in
Tittum Treble, 10in
Treble, 10in
Union Treble Bob
Treble, 12in
Imperial PI. Major
Treble, 10 in
Imperial PI. Caters
Treble, 10in
Treble, 8in*

Place.

St. Giles-in-the-Fields

St. Giles, Camberwell

St. Leonard, Shoreditch
K. Ed. Conf. Chapel Royal, Essex
St. Saviour, Southwark
St. Botolph, Bishopsgate
All Saints, Edmonton

All Saints, Edmonton

St., Giles-in-the-Fields

All Saints, Edmonton

St. Botolph, Bishopsgate
St. Mary, Islington

St. John, Hackney

St. Leonard, Shoreditch
All Saints, Edmonton

St. Leonard, Shoreditch
St. Saviour, Southwark
St. Saviour, Shoreditch
All Saiuts, Edmonton

ot. }'\/cl)nn, Hacxney

St. Maiy, Walthamstow
St. Giles-in-the-Fields

St. Mary, Whitechapel

St. John, Hackney

St. Leonard, Shoreditch
St. Leonard, Shoreditch
Hemel, Hertfordshire

St. Mary, Lewisham

St. Leonard, Shoreditch
Christ Church, Middlesex
St. Matthew, Bethnal Green
St. Saviour, Southwark
St. Matthew, Bethnal Green
St. Alphege, Greenwich
St. Leonard, Shoreditch
St. Mary-le-Bow

St. Saviour, Shoreditch.

Time.

3
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As a mark of respect, appended is the following to the last-mentioned per-
formance:— “ On the 3rd of May died Mr. George Gross, sen., who served the
Society as their Warner for twenty years, and by his abilities as composer
and bob-caller caused the fame of this Society to he extended through these
kingdoms. His compositions in this art are held in the highest estimation
by all admirers of this exercise. But more especially for his productions in
Treble Boh, in which he surpassed all his contemporaries, and which will ever
remain a lasting monument of his skill.” In addition to this, | am told, on
reliable authority, that the old man was buried with ringing honours at St.
Leonard’, Shoreditch, being carried and followed to his grave by ringers,
many of the latter carrying a muffled hand-bell, which was made to speak now
and again, in mournful tones, the fact that the last earthly tribute was being
paid to one of the most eminent members of the family of bell-ringers.

The following are also peals rung hy Mr. G. Gross, sen., in another
Society, ‘usually but erroneously' called Junior Cumberlands:—

L3
o .
No. Date. s Method. Place. Time.
£ Si
h. m.
117 July 11,1784 5111 Gi'andsire Caters*  All Saints, West Ham 345
118  Aug.11,1784 5040 Treble, 10in* All Saints, West Ham 343
119 Sept. 6, 1784 5040 Grandsire Triples* Walthamstow, Essex 319
120 Oct. 10, 1784 5040 Grandsire Triples* Barking 325
121 Nov. 9, 1784 53S1  Grandsire Caters*  St. Leonard, Shoreditch 328
122 Dec. 7, 1784 5184 Bob Major** St. John, Hackney 3 56
123 Dec.27, 1784 5039 Grandsire Caters*  St. Leonard, Shoreditch 345
124 Feb. 14, 1785 5040 Bob Royal * St Leonard, Shoreditch 350
125 Feb.24,1785 5040 Grandsire Triples* St. Dunstan, Stepney 345
126 Mar. 29,1785 5111  Grandsire Caters All Saints, West Ham 346
127 May 7,1785 5040 Grandsire Triples*f St. Matthew, Bethnal Green 312
12S  Sept. 11,1785 54SS  Bob Major St. Matthew, Bethnal Green 344
129 Sept.26,17S5  524S  Treble, 8in * St. Matthew, Bethnal Green 340
130 Nov. 14,17S5 5148 Grandare Cinques* St. Saviour, Southwark 335
131 Nov.19,1785 5040 Grandsire Triples*f St. Botolph, Aldgate 330
132 Apr. 11,1786 5040 N?\/riwich**Ct. Bob  St. Matthew, Bethnal Green 333
ajor
133 Aug. S,1786 5040 Grandsire Triples*! St. John, Hackney 330
134 Aug.2S,17S6 514 Oxford Treble, 8in  St. John, Hackney 350
135 Oct. S, 1786 5240 Oxf. Treble, 10in*  St. Leonard, Shoreditch 355
136 Mar. 3, 1787 5088 Oxf. Treble, 8in**f Christ Church, Surrey 3 8
137 Mar. 17,1787 5040 Bob Major * St. John, Hackne%/ 3 45
13S  Feb. 5,178 5040 Grandsire Triples St. Mary, Whitechapel 322
139 Mar. 4, 1785 5040 Bob Major Walthamstow, Essex 331
140 Mar. 12,1788 5040 Grandsire Triples*  All Saints, Edmonton 331
14 Sept. S, 1788 6000 Bob Major St. Botolph, Bishopsgate 411
Dec. 21,17SS 5856 Bob Major ** St. Matthew, Bethnal Green 331

N otes.
* Peal conducted.
** Peal composed and conducted,
f First peal on the bells.
J Peal containing 60 courses, 60-89ths and CG-S7Sths.
ff First peal without a single.
Jj With tenors at home QOtimes.

. Received—Reginald Troyte—His savings’bank proposal is very good : we knew such
fifty years ago in tho Midlands, ars.. . ... e do not tout for tradesmen.

J. it. Pritchard—It would be a breach of con*d-ince to give up the name ofany anonymous
orrespondent. IV. IV. Hodson; and ethers.
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course, mine. The first object of the statute was then to erect churches; the
second to provide free seats. The rights of parishioners with reference to the
renting of seats are not lost sight of under these Acts. It would be well if
those who quote ‘the law "as their authority would first of all make them-
selves acquainted with it.

The ecclesiastical affairs of the parish in which | reside are regulated by
a local Act, which sets forth that *a sufficient number ’ of free sittings shall
first of all be appointed for the use of the poor. The population is 17,000,
about one half of which consists of persons decidedly not in affluent circum-
stances. And yet the requirements of the Act are supposed to have been
complied with by providing narrow and uncomfortable benches in the middle
aisle, placed so close together that a grown person can neither sit, stand, nor
kneel with comfort, and about 150 free sittings in the corners near the doors.

It is very frequently assumed that churchwardens have the right to let
seats when and how they please, without tlie authority either of the Bishop
or of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. This is a pure delusion, in so far
as regards modem churches at all events. If a few hundred ‘aggrieved
parishioners *up and down the country would but press their churchwardens
for particulars of the instrument by the powers of which they levy pew rents much
good would accrue.

To show how this always wretched and often illegal pew-letting is destroying
the good old parochial system, | may instance the fact that such functionaries
as ‘pew renters’ wardens’are coming into existence. As a matter of fact, it is
stated in the Hampstead and Highgale Express ef Saturday fortnight, that * Mr.
Joseph Richard Smith was re-elected pew-renters’warden for the ensuing
year,' for the parish of Christ Church, Hampstead.

A PaoK Man in Vile Raiment.

The Prayer-Book.

Sib,—May | venture to suggest to the author of the papers on the Litany
that the prayer ‘From sudden death, good Lord, deliver us,' is one of those
instances in the Prayer-book which seems to have been overlooked— or,
perhaps, not then thought important by the Reformers—and in which dis-
tinctive Romish doctrine or practice is referred to? Surely the reason for
these words as they stand plainly was, when they were written, that extreme
unction being considered important 0l- essential before death, all good
Christians should pray for deliverance from the misery of sudden death,
because in that case there would be no opportunity for the administration of
extreme unction. Those who have the ‘desire to depart’ need not pray
against ‘sudden death,' as if it were at least a terrible misfortune. Most
persons will remember instances of Christian men and women, not neces-
sarily aged, who express themselves ready to go, and to whom sudden death
would be only a blessing. If what | have suggested be the plain, straight-
forward meaning of the words in question, is it not better to accept that
meaning, than to press some other into the service ?

In these days, when thoughtful unbelievers abound, candour and exact-
ness are all the more important on the part of those who would keep the
faith, if they wish to do good rather than harm. If each passage in the Bible
or Prayer-book was thought about carefully by those who address others [with
the pen, or] from the pulpit, there would be a freshness and interest about
teaching which it so often lacks, that ‘sermon ’ has come to be a synonym in
ordinary parlance for what is stupid, dry, dull, and uninteresting.

The other day | listened for thirty or forty minutes to a sermon, preached
by an educated man of considerable intellectual power, from Heb. vi. 19. All
the illustration was nautical. Ten or fifteen minutes taken up in description
of sea scenes. But it was a landsman’s simile. St. Paul was a tent-maker,
and he borrows an illustration from his own trade ; 1Which hope we have
as a holdfast [tent-peg] of the soul.” Then, the reference to ‘the veil’ is
intelligible. Hardly otherwise. Often as | have heard this text preached
from, or referred to in the pulpit, 1 have never yet known of any instance
in which it had occurred to the preacher that St. Paul had never so much as
thought of the anchor of a ship (good sailor though he was) when he wrote
that verse. m. t.

The Zanzibar Mission.

Sib,—In your recent notice of the ‘Zanzibar Mission,” you state that
Bishop Steere, when last in the interior of Africa, heard that another Eng-
lishman, a Mr. Young, was in the neighbourhood ‘upon a far different
errand.” This is doubtless *Mr. Young, late of the Royal Navy,” who is at
the head of the Eree Church of Scotland’s Mission to Central Africa; and the
report that he had boats on the lake is probably well founded, for, in con-
junction with the Established Church of Scotland twhich has also a Mission in
the same part}, the Eree Church had some time ago made arrangements for
thus prosecuting her work among the tribes around Lake Nyassa. Should
not some of Bishop Steere’s friends in this country inform him of this, so that
when he meets Mr. Young he may not suppose he is there upon a far dif-
ferent errand to himself, but recognise him as a brother beloved, a fellow-
labourer in the Gospel of Christ? W. R. C.

St. Pancras.

Sib,—A correspondent of yours writes in a March number of Church
Sells for a history of St. Pancras, or Pancratins. Allow me to refer him to
Eabiala, by Newman, which contains a beautiful account of the boy-saint,
St. Pancratiug. E. M.

Sie,—I am glad to hear of the little book on the Plymouth Brethren which
‘W, M.”recommends; but a larger boob, going more fully into the subject
than a pamphlet can, is Plymouth Brethrtnism Unveiled and Refuted. It is
published by Oliphant, and costs 5s. Gd. J. H. Cr.oss.

‘A Bokn Quakeb.—The query of Ex-Quaker has already been answered.

1A. E, S. H.>—Undergraduate.

StOEivrc AtsoCurate; L. 3.; \Y.P.
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Hubbard's Art of Ringing.

Dubino the last twenty-two years Mr. Hubbard’s well-known work has
gone through four editions, the last of which has just been laid before the
public. Previous to the appearance of this edition, the former one probably
formed the most complete selection of peals ever published, but in the new
edition the number of them has ben very greatly increased, and for variety
and excellence the collection is quite unequalled.

Commencing with hints on the rudiments ofringing, and explanations of
technical terms, Mr. Hubbard then proceeds with the different systems and
their variations, giving a plain lead of each; then, after further explanations
of the in and out of course of the changes aDd other matters connected with
composition and peal-ringing, the main feature of the book is arrived at,
namely, touches and peals on each of the methods previously referred to. Ilu
all these systems the peals presented have each of them special features.
The simplicity of their composition, their musical qualities, or the extent of
their changes, are all matters which seem to have guided Mr. Hubbard in
his choice. Of course, as may naturally be supposed, in a work from, the
hands of such an able composer, to a large number of the peals the well-
known initials 1H. H.’are appended ; at the same time Mr. Hubbard will not
be found to have presented a peal of his own when he could produce a better
composition on a similar plan by another author.

A very complete and harmonious collection of treble bob peals is given, and
it may be mentioned that this is the first ringing publication in which a
larger peal than Reeve’s 8448 of Treble Boh Major has appeared. Perhaps
nothing shows more the great advance within the last few years in the art of
composition than do the further peals. From 1787 to 1869 Reeves’peal held
its place as the extent obtained with the tenors together ; we have here, how-
ever, several peals of greater length, viz. two of 8554 by Mr. John Thorp, of
Ashton-under-Lyne, to whom very great credit for the opening out of these
longer lengths is due ; and then there is a peal of 88C4 by the same author,
while in the appendix Mr. W. Harrison’s peal of 8896 is to he found. Besides
these are several lengths by Mr. J. Lockwood, of Leeds, which, although ob-
tained by a slight deviation from the proper method, are decidedly curious as
showing to what a great extent the changes will run true without parting the
tenors, as by bringing up 2436857 by a single, at the first lead end the peal
then runs 9088 further changes by means of ordinary bobs only. A strange
thing is noticeable in these peals by Mr. Harrison and Lockwood. In perfect
ignorance of each other’s endeavours, they have both been working on exactly
the same plan, as is evident by comparing Lockwood’s 8640 with Harrison’s
8896, when it will he seen that, although almost identical, the latter has just
been able to hit the happy idea as to where he eould get another course in,
these peals having only 28 and 29 courses respectively.

While Mr. Hubbard presents his readers with the latest composi-
tions, he also lays before them some of the very earliest; several peals long
forgotten by the ringing world, are now reproduced. These productions are
from a MS. book of the notable Benjamin Annable, of which we shall one day
present our readers with a full description. From this book Mr. Hubbard
has reproduced the following peals,—a peal of Bob Triples on Annable’s well-
known plan, a simpler peal than any of those in two halves yet published, a
new 5040 of Bob Major, another of London Court Bob (produced in
later years by another author), a very simple 5076 of Grandsire Caters, rung
by the College Youths at Fulham in 1746, a 5016 of Plain Boh Cinques, and
another of Double Bob Maximus, rung by College Youths at Southwark in 1739.

Having given these rather lengthy particulars ofthe contents of the hook,
and having in nowise exhausted its noticeable features, we cannot do better than
advise our readers to make a personal investigation of the work. Mr. Hubbard
is now an old man, and through illness has long been incapacitated from
work, and it is to be hoped that the publication of this edition will, in some
measure, alleviate him from the disadvantages he consequently labours
under ; and, therefore, those who are wishful to show their appreciation of a
life devoted to the advancement of change-ringing cannot do better than send
a P.0.0. for 3s. 2d. to Mr. Jasper W. Snowdon, llkley, near Leeds, who
having interested himself in this matter will he glad to forward them a copy
of the work, post free.

In commending this work of merit, we regret to see he has reproduced
such an un-English title as Campanologia.

\Ringing at Selly Oak, W orcestershire.

On Easter Monday six members of the King’s Norton Society of Change-
ringers visited Selly Oak, and with permission rang at St. Mary’s a true peal
of Plain Bob Minor, consisting of 720 changes. The ringers were:—
W. Palmer, treble; A. Pritchett, 2nd; T. Hunter, 3rd; W. Cooks, 4th;
J. Wright, 5th; W. S. Pritchett, tenor. Conducted by W. S. Pritchett.
The above peal is the first that has been rung on these bells, and the first
that has ever been rung by any residents of King’s Norton ; and though the
method is a simple one credit is due to the performers, all of whom are
under 21 years of age. Time, 25 mins.—Reported.

Rcyal Cumberland Society, late London Scholars.

Ringing at St. MAETTN-ix-THE-FrELDS. — On Easter Monday twelve
members of this Society rang on the hells of this church, “in honour of the
election of the Churchwardens,”a true peal of Stedman’s Cinques, in 4 hrs.
This peal contained 5270 changes, in 40 courses; and is an original production.
Conducted by the composer, Mr. John Cox. The ringers were as :allows:—
J. Cox, treble; C. Hopkins,* 2nd ; H. Hopkins,* 3rd ; J. Ne'.m?, 4th ; J.
Rogers, 5th; G. Newson,* Otli; J. Cattle,* 7th ; W.Hoverd, S;h : G. Harrey,*
9th ; D. Stackwood,* 10th; W. Baron, 11th; J. Burrett,* tencr. Weight of
tenor, 34 cwt.—Reported.

* First pealsof Stedman’g Ciaq-e;.



May 6, 1876.]

Ringing at Redenhall, Norfolk.

On Easter Monday, April 17th, five members of the Brockdish and three
of the Bedenhall Society rang at St. Mary’s, fiedenhall, 5021 changes of Rent
Treble Bob, in 3 brs. 28 mins. The peal was composed by Mr. H. Hubbard,
conducted by Mr. B. Smith, and rung by the following band:—B. Smith,
treble; W. Gilman, 2nd; B. Huggins, 3rd; Bev. N. Bolingbroke, 1th;
H. Smith, 5th; G. Holms, Esq., Oth; J. Smith, 7th; Capt. Moore, tenor.
This is the first peal of Kent Treble Bob ever rung on these bells. Weight
of tenor, 24 cwt., in the key of E flat.—Reported.

Ringing at Staunton-on-W ye, Herefordshire.

On Easter Monday, April 17, five members of the Cheltenham Society of
Change-ringers visited Staunton-on-Wye, and, with Mr. G. Phillott of Staunton,
rang two 720’ of Kent Treble Bob Minor and Grandsire Minor. The ringers
were as follows:—J. Lawrence, treble; F. Mustoe, 2nd; S. Price, 3rd; G. H.
Phillott, Esq., 4th; W. Morris, 5th; C. Freeman, 6th. Called by Charles
Freeman. These are the first two 720’s ever rung on these bells. Numerous
Stedman and Grandsire Six-scores were afterwards rung; C. Davies, Esq. of
Tewkesbury, taking the place of Mr. C. Freeman. Weight of tenor, 13 cwt.
in G.—Reported.

Ringing at Sandbach, Cheshire.

On Easter Monday, April 17, five ringers from Liverpool, with three from
Wolstanton, Staffordshire, met at St. Mary’s, Sandbach, and rang Mr. E.
Taylor’s six-part peal of Grandsire Triples, comprising 5040 changes, in
3 hrs. The ringers were:—S. Gough, treble; J. LI. Moore, 2nd; W. G.
Mann, 3rd; J. Wooton, 4th; S. Spencer, 5th; J. B. Pritchard, 6th; J.
Aspinwall, 7th ; W. Miller, jun., tenor. Weight, 16 ewt. Conducted hy Mr.
J. B. Pritchard of Liverpool.—Reported.

Funeral Peal at Hornsey, Middlesex.

On Easter Monday a funeral peal was rung at St. Mary’s, Hornsey, as a
token of respect for the late Mr. J. Hare, for many years a respected ringer
of the above parish. The ringers were:(—J. Plumb, treble and conductor;
H. Cox,2nd; T. Titchener,3rd; G. Griffin,4th; G. Biehardson, 5th; G. Webb,
tenor.—Reported.

All Saints, Sudbury, Suffolk.

The ring of bells having been augmented to eight, in memory of the late
Yicar, the Bev. C. Badham—by subscriptions purposely raised, and the gift
of a new treble hy Elliston Allen, Esq.—were solemnly dedicated by a special
service (such as has been already published in our columns), on Wednesday,
the 19th ult. The morning sermon was preached by the Bev. C. JmMartin,
M.A., Bector of Long Melfprd, and another, in the evening, by the Bev. T. B.
Govett, M.A., Vicar of All Saints, Newmarket. The work of rehanging and
addition has been done by Messrs. Warner. A large company of ringers
assembled, and various touches were ably rung throughout the day.—Reported.

OUR RINGS OF TWELVE AND THEIR CONDITION,
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Change-ringing at Oxford.

On Wednesday, April 19th, eight members of the Oxford Society
rang on the Cathedral bells a peal of Stedman’s Triples, containing 5040
changes, in 3 hrs. 8 mins. The ringers were :— C. Hounslow, treble; B.
Annis, 2nd ; T. Hill, 3rd; H. Janaway, 4th; W. Smith, 5tli; J. Field, 6th;
E. Harrison, 7th ; A. Strange, tenor. Conducted by J. Field. Thbis peal was
rung on the eight middle bells in the minor key, owing to the tenor clapper
breaking, after ringing twenty-five minutes, in the first attempt.—Reported.

The Yorkshire Association of Change-ringers.

On Saturday, April 22nd, the April meeting of this Society was held at
Sharow, near Bipon.when there was a good attendance of ringers; and during
the day many touches were rung upon the Sharow and the Minster bells. A
Committee meeting -was held, ancl in the afternoon a general meeting took
place, when Mr. J. W. Snowdon, the president, took the chair. The minutes
of the previous general meeting having been confirmed, the July meeting was
appointed to be held at Ilkley. A vote of hearty concurrence with the work
of the Devonshire Guild, in attracting the attention of the coming Church
Congress to the subject of 1Church Bells ancl their Uses,” was also passed.
The usual votes of thanks to the viear and churchwardens, the ringers and
the chairman, concluded the proceedings.—Reported.

A Long Peal at St. Ann’s Church, Highgate Rise.

On Thursday afternoon, April 27th, eight members of the Boyal Cum*
berlands (late London Scholars) rang on the bells of the above church Mr.
Harrison’s new composition, on Kent Treble Bob Major, which contains
8896 changes, being the greatest length ever composed with the tenors
together. In this performance a singular coincidence as to dates occur, as on
that date in the year 1868 the College Youths rang their justly celebrated
peal at St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green, which has since been superseded, but
itis rare that such performances take place in such relation to one another.
This is the first time Mr. Harrisons peal has been rung, and the time
occupied was 0 hours and 22 minutes, the weight of tenor being 15 ewt.
The following was the band :—G. Newson, treble ; H. Dains (first peal in the
method), 2nd; J. Cox, 3rd; J. Howe,4th; D.Slackwood, 5th; E. Gibbs,Oth;
S.Jarman, 7th; J. Barrett, tenor. Conducted by Mr. G. Newson.

P.S.—Possession of this peal was obtained in London by the Society’s
Secretary, who received a copy of Mr. Hubbard’s fourth edition of his work
on Cthange-ringing on Wednesday, the 26th ult.; the band was made up the
same evening, and the bells commenced changes at 2.30 p.m. on the day
following.—Reported.

[Well done, Boyal Cumberlands —Ed.]

Received.—Reginald Troyte; J. S. Pritcliett; and others.

1876.

By Jasper W. Snowdon, Ilkley, near Leeds.

Tenor. First Peal Rung. Last Peal Rung.
No. Church. Town. Weidht Date of opening.  * T Condition. No.
inéEI . Note. Date. Method. Cligs. Date. Method. Chgs
1 28 D Trebles dated 1719 Jan. 19, 1724 Grand. Cinques 5060 Nov. 30, 1869 Grand. Cinques 5015 In good order i
9 Cirencester 28 D  Trebles dated 1722 Jan. 7, 1767 5082 . No other peal rung m 2
3 St.Martins-in.the-Fields London 34 D October 20, 1726 Mrch.14,1727 6000 April 17,1876 Sted. Cmques 5276 7 o
4 41 C December 4, 1728 Nov. 7, 1729 5126 June 7,1S73 KentT.B. Max. 5280 i 4
5 Southwark 52 B August 2, 1735 Dec. 15, 1735 » 8008 Nov. 27,1875 Sted. Cinques 5016 In fair order .5
6 St. Mary’s Cambridge 29 D Trebles dated 1770 Dec. 24, 1770 > 5610 Jan. 21,1788 Bob Maximus 6600 i i b
7 35 D Twelve about 1772 June 3, 1773 " 5320 Oct. 20,1863 Sted. Cinques 5014 Going very heavily Vv
8 Norwich .. 41 C June 21, 1775 Nov. 22, 1775 v 7 5170 Jan. 18, 1 7126  In fair order 8
0 36 D Trebles dated 1792 Feb. 2, 1799 5280 Feb. 7,1853 KentT?B.Max. 5088 y
10  St. Chad’s Shrewsbury 41 C Opened in 1708  July 1S, 1798 5184 Dec. 27,1813 Oxf. T.B.Max. 5088 In good order 1b
1 31 D  November 30, 1807 Nov. 30, 1807 5390 Feb. 22, 1830 ) 5040 In had order
IS 4 ¢ 1814 June 7, 1814 5016 Mrch.20, 1575 KentT.B.Max. 5040 Going heavily 12
13 Waterloo Tower QuexPark.. 15 F August 4, 1819 Aug. 4, 1819 Vi 7 5213 No authentic record of another peal  In good order 13
14 St. Mary’s .. .. 28 D 1819 Oct. 21, 1819 » 5213 Feb. 16, 1858 Sted. Cmques 8448
13 Oldham 33 D September 2, 1S30 Dec. 25, 1830 v Vi 5126 Mrch.30, 1867 Grand. Cinques 5015 In bad order 15
10 St.Peter's Leeds.. 36 C February 26, 1841 May 1, 1842 5145 No other peal rung In good order 16
17 Tlie Minster 54 C July 4, 1844 No peal everrung In very bad order 17
18 W.Bromwich 23 E November, 1850 May 18, 1852 Grand. Cln'aueSj 5052 Mrch.28, 1853 KentT.B.Max. 5136 ot very good 1S
10  St. John’s Halifax 25 D8 March, S57 March 6, 1858 KentT.B. Max. 5040 April 9, 1864 » 50SS  In good order 19
20 St. Mary-le- Ipswich 32 C July 8, 1867 No peal ever rung 7 20
21 St Peter’s Sheffield .. 41 C March 26, 1868 Jan. 7, 1871 Grand. Cinques| 5016 No other peal rung 7/ 21
99  St. Peter’s St. Alban’s 23 D May 19, 1868 No peal ever rung . o 22
23 The Cathedr Worcester.. 50 DO  August 10, 1S72 Unfitforpealringing 23
24 St. Mary, Redcliffe Bristol 52(7) - December 31, 1872 7 v . Not very good 24
The first ring of twelve ever completed was the York Minster peal, which, ~ would be interesting; I therefore extended my inquiries until 1 completed

augmented to twelve in 1681, was re-cast into ten in 1705. The tenor of the
twelve is said to haye weighed 59 cwt. The ring of ten was destroyed by
fire in 1829, and the present twelve were opened in 1844. A peal on twelve
bells has not yet been rung at York. Until Wednesday, Feb. 17, 1836, there
was a ring of twelve at Christ’s Church, Spitalfields, on this date it was
destroyed by fire, and has since been replaced by a heavy ring of_eight. The
Spitalfields tenor weighed 44 ewt. C sharp. The first peal rung" was 5170 of
Grandsire Cinques, on March 5th, 1804, and the last, another of 5016 in the
same method, on Feb. 10th, 1829.

A few months ago | commenced gathering some of the above particulars
concerning our ringing peals of twelve, in order that I might learn which of
them were fit for peal-ringing; and, whether the rarity of twelve hell perform-
ances might not, in some degree, be attributed to the bad condition of the bells.

W hile collecting such information it occurred to me that a list giving tho
date of opening ancl particulars of the first and last peals rung on the bells

the above list. It was originally my intention to have given some short
aeeount of each of these rings, but in gathering together materials for such
sketches | have become acquainted with so many details of interest that | now
purpose, with my friend Mr. B. Tuke, to prepare for publication a more
detailed description than could he given in these columns. In this work we
hope to have the assistance of those who take an interest in ringing ma ters.
It is our intention to give (1) a brief account of the church. 2 of the ring
until it became twelve, (3) the inscriptions on the bells, (4) the weights, and,
if possible, the diameters, of the bells, (5) copies of the tablets in the tower,
(6) as full a list as can be compiled of every twelve-be.i tea: rang in each
tower, (7) a sketch of the state of ringing at each church during different
periods. If practicable, we also wish to give an illustration of each of the
churches. A good deal of this information we already have, but what we ask
for especially is a reply from any of the companies from whom we may have
to ask information.
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Hebrews, vi. ig.

Sir,—Passing over the comment of *‘M. T.”upon the Litany, | should like
to say a word about his commentary on Heb. vi. 19. He complains of a want
of careful preparation on the part of those who address others from the pulpit
—of a want of candour and exactness, which troubles the minds o f4thoughtful
unbelievers.” He instances sermons on the above passage of Scripture in sup-
port of his statement: one of these sermons has lately troubled him, and the
more so because, coming from a clergyman of ‘considerable intellectual
powers/ he had expected something very different.

St. Paul, he goes on to say, was a tent-maker; he illustrates from his
own profession : *Which hope we have as a ho'dfast [tent-peg] of the soul.’
Before condemning others and stating (to me) an entirely new interpretation,
will4M. T.” consider a few facts with which be does not seem to he familiar?
1. It is extremely doubtful that a tent-maker ever wrote the Epistle to the
Hebrews. 2. The Greek word is a)yxvEct (anchor), a word not to he found in
the Old Testament (LXX.); in classical Greek always meaning a ship-anchor
or a hooTc of some kind. .3 With the simile of atent-peg, the reference to ‘the
veil’seems quite unintelligible, unless the peg be within the tent. The idea
of our High Priest having entered within the veil of the lower heavens into
the Holy of Holies, whither at present the anchor of our hope alone can
follow, is lost. The Fathers have frequently commented in the spirit of the
Collectanea in Ep. ad He.br. of Sedulius Hybernus, quoted by Delitzsch in
loco:—*“ Nosiram anchoram sursum mittimus ad interiora coeli sicut anchora
ferrea mittitur ad interiora maris.” 4. Finding an anchor (as a symbol of
hope) stamped on coins and medals of heathen Greece and Rome, the Christian
writer of the Epistle transfigured and consecrated this use, and the anchor of
hope early became a popular representation of the true believers hope, even
amid the blasts of j)ersecutions that assailed the ship of the Church. It is
found in the Catacombs and on ancient rings, and is sometimes associated
with the fish (*hope in Jesus Christ’). For these and other reasons | shall
continue, in company with others who speak from the pulpit, to illustrate
Heb. vi. 19, from the nautical profession. J. Fbome Wilkinson.

Sir,—In your correspondence of last week (May 6) a suggestion is offered
as to the ‘plain, straightforward meaning of the words’sudden death in our
Litany. Upon this I do not wish to make any remark. With your per-
mission, however, | would draw attention to the last paragraph of *M. T.’s
letter, i. e, as to his interpretations of Heb. vi. 19, ‘which hope we have as a
holdfast [tent-peg] of the soul.” He seems to ridicule a preacher whom he
admits to he ‘an educated man of some considerable intellectual power/
because he followed in the old beaten track of attacking a nautical meaning
to this text, instead of adopting ‘M. T.’s/ of which probably he, with the rest
of the world, had never heard. In other words, this preacher accepted the
usual translation of the Greek word “anchor,” instead of ‘tent-peg.’

May | venture to point out that Alford and Wordsworth in their Com-
mentaries accept and mention no other than the old-fashioned translation ?
Again, Liddell and Scott’s Lexicon does not hint at any but the ordinary
.interpretation. Once more, the newly-published Dictionary of Christian
Antiquities, by Dr. W. Smith and Professor Cheetliam, alludes to the passage,
and accepts without doubt or hesitation the “anchor’interpretation.

“In these days, when thoughtful unbelievers abound/ -would it not he
better to cling to the interpretations of all Christian scholars, instead of un-
settling their minds by suggesting new interpretations, which hardly stand
the test of examination ? E dm. Jackson, Vicar o/Eston.

Sir,
are they sound ?

Tlie suggestions of your correspondent ‘M. T.” are ingenious, but
He refers ‘sudden death ’in the Litany to the Romish idea
of extreme unction. Is it not simply a prayer for deliverance from the risk
and peril of unprepared, because unforeseen, death? It is, as Humphry
notes, ‘ah improvisd mortc.” Exactly as Horace tells us, 2. 13, 19__
‘Improvisa lethi
Vis rapuib rapietque gentes.’
I't is ucrioeroozyiros ylo>0b— Prom. Vinct. C80. pl Q<

[Our correspondent will see that the other points in his letter have
already been touched upon.]

Sib,—“M. T." blames preachers who assume that the word “anchor’ in
Heb. vi. 19, means an anchor, and not a teut-peg. He must also be pre-
pared to censure such authorities as Alford, Wordsworth, Conybeare (Life of
St. Paul), and Howson (Diet, of Bible), who all assume the same thing. As

¢ "“VKVix means ‘anchor,” and never means anything else.

Why is it so improbable that St. Paul, heing a ‘landsman,’ should use a

nautical simile? Ae are not aware that St. Paul was a gymnast or an actor,

and yet we find he borrows illustrations from the gymnasium and the theatre.

am inclined to think that in the verse in question, as well as everywhere else,
St. Paul said what he meant, and meant what he said. W. A. Wall.

1 I, haYe" °* seen explanation of the prayer, ‘From sudden
death, good Lord, deliver us,” by the author of the papers on the Litany to
which M. T. alludes; but it seems to me that it can be used quite consis-
tently by us now, and quite apart from the Romish doctrine of extreme
unction, though doubtless so connected in pre-Reformation times. After all
nothing IS sudden objectively, but only subjectively. The Latin is ‘Sulitanea
et improvisa, and so it ought to be rendered, ‘Death, sudden to us;' i. e that
we may not be unprepared to die. E.G A

Visitation Charges.
tile d*lLese O:f Ripon churchwardens pay 12.. from each parish
church. 1 want to know whether it is not very exacting to make a similar
charge for a chapel of ease? In the case | refer to there are special wardens
for this second church, but the congregation is composed of the same persons.
and tte Craven Archdeaconry Registrar plead *ancient
but the ehapel of ease is only thirty years built. In the event of

1 s1?’

eu tom,

Church Bells.

May 13, 1876.

payment heing withheld, the officers present can claim the right to sign the

churchwarden's declaration. But will one of your readers state,—Can com-

missions be claimed for absentees by the one warden present; and, if so

claimed, can they be refused; ancl if refused, could not a surrogate lodge

them for such absentees? A Churchwarden.
Dr. Bray.

Sir,—May | also ask for a correct copy of bis arms? Was the Dr. Bray
who founded the Library Fund one of the Rectors of Exeter College, Oxford ?
If so, | can give the address of a gentleman who believes that he is his only
lineal descendant now living, and who possesses an original portrait of him,
and many of his letters. The arms of this gentleman are not, however, the
same as those on the seal attached to Dr. Bray’s will at 19 Delahay Street.
| should be very grateful for information, as we want to place the arms in our
County Theological Library, founded by the late Bishop Phillpott,

Veryan Vicarage, Grampound, Cornwall. J.R. Cornish.

Sib,— With your permission | should like to correct a slight error in your
list of Cathedrals in last week’s number of Church Bells. The Cathedral of
St. Machar, Aberdeen, is notin ruins; the chancel, it is true, is gone, but the
nave, with two splendid towers, is complete. The whole fabric was thoroughly
restored about- six years ago. Unfortunately this cathedral, along with others
in Scotland, is in the hands of the Presbyterians, so is not likely to regain its
ancient grandeur. The Episcopal church in Aberdeen is dedicated to St.
Andrew. Raven.

Sir,—1 am desired to acknowledge the receipt of five pounds seven
shillings, for the Walrond Memorial Home for Smack-Boys, from ‘C. S.’
| do so with sincere thanks. We are now nearly out of debt, but we shall
require further means to enable us to thoroughly furnish all the rooms of
the Home as completely as they ought to be furnished.

Georse Venables, Vicar of Great Yarmouth.

Sir,—Can any of your readers kindly quote John Wesley’s strong asser-
tions against severance from the Church, spoken shortly before his death,
giving the page and volume and edition of the work quoted ? Inquirer.

[Consult our Correspondence column in No. 101, for December 21, 1872.]

Sie,—There will shortly be a vacancy for a nurse in the North-Eastern
Hospital for Children, Hackney Road, if * Christie B.’likes to apply there.
Application to be made to Miss Phillips. L. Manley.

Page Green, Tottenham.

‘J. F. Morton,Jun.— We do not, except for our own conti‘ibutors, adm it
private appeals in our correspondence columns.

‘L . M.—Consult a Commentary.

‘A Constant Reader.”—Any correspondent wishing for an answer to a
query must adopt a more distinctive signature.

‘H. P. L.—Consult the S. P. C. K. Catalogue.

1IM. C. S.’—Good manuals on both subjects, by Rev. W. IIl. Ridley, are pub-
lished by Mozley & Co. Paternoster Row.

Received also.—Godly Fear.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Change-ringing at St. Luke’s Church, Liverpool.

Sir,—Having seen a letter in your issue of the 1st of April, signed by ‘A
Linger/ concerning a peal of Grandsire Triples (Mr. Reeves’ 10-part peal)
which was rung at St. Luke’s Church, Liverpool, on the 2(ith February; I, as
one who actually heard the whole of the peal, and also the statements of
several of the ringers who rang it, would very much like to and (with your
kind permission) will make a few remarks on the same.

I am very well acquainted with several of the ringers, though not all of
them, yet | send you this letter as a claim of justice and truth for the whole
of them. | may here mention that | have not spoken to any of them regarding
this letter.

Now, Sir, the bells were pulled off and the changes started (as | thought)
for the peal, but after having rung for about ten minutes they stood; they
again pulled off the second time, and had rung for about twenty-seven minutes,
and again stood; they again pulled off fdr the third time, and did not stop
again till the peal had been rung. | can positively assure you, Sir, that
previous to starting for the peal an agreement was made between the con-
ductor and several of the ringers to the following effect, that in case of any
mistake occurring, they should not proceed any further with the peal; and as
a guarantee that what | now say is quite true, | have no doubt | can obtain
the signatures of the parties between whom the agreement was made.

Well, Sir, after starting for the peal, a mistake did occur, and the bells
stood; a second start was made, and. unfortunately, another mistake happened,
when the conductor (proving himself to be a man of his word)imade them
stand again the second time ; and, Sir (to the honour of those ringers be it
said), so determined were they of ringing a true peal, that they actually
started a third time, and succeeded in gaining their object.

So far as your correspondent, ‘A Ringer/ denying that the peal is con-
cerned. | think he is quite right, provided that he himself can prove where
and wuat was wrong with it. But as to the bells beintt ‘kept going and
brought round just for the sake of calling it a peal/ | really believe that your
correspondent did not hear the bells ringing at all, for two reasons : first, if
so, he would have heard them stop twice and start again the third time as
| have already stated above ; secondly, he mentions in his letter that expe-
rienced ringers (but not himself) listened to it. therefore | believe his state-
ment (as regards the bells) to he entirely false.
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In conclusion, as regards his protest, | think that not only will he he too
glad to withdraw the same, but also to apologise (through your paper) to
those ringers whose characters | think he has most wrongfully stained; upon
which occasion he will of course allow his name to transpire.

H onour to whom H onour.

Sir,—In your issue of the 1stult. | saw a letter purporting to have been
written by ‘A Ringer,” contradicting the peal of Grandsire Triples rung on the
2Gth February, on the above bells,, which he says he can deny in toto. Now/
1st, | would ask him to prove his denial; 2nd, did he hear (which, from the
tone of his letter, | presume he did not) and know the peal in question ? and,
lastly, will he inform me where, and at what stage in the peal, he thought
there was any error?

Again, he says, ‘The bells were keptgoing and brought round for the sake
of calling it a peal,” and the truth of his statement can be borne out by
experienced ringers who listened to it. Now Xwould ask him, did he or any
of the experienced ringers, as he calls them, take the peal? | say, No. If
they had done so, his letter would never have appeared in Church Bells, as
they would have found it perfectly correct.

I would wish to inform your correspondent that St. Luke’s Society are not
in the habit of recording or ringing false peals; and on this occasion the
ringers who took part in it (and were a mixed company) made three deter-
mined attempts before they accomplished the peal, which was both true and
com plete.

In conclusion, | feel confident that if your correspondent can prove his
assertions, he will only be too glad to send his right name and address.

Apologising for trespassing so much on your valuable space, which, 1
think, I am only justified in doing in defence of an honourable band ofchange-
ringers, John Rae Pritchard.

1 Duke Terrace, Duke Street, Liverpool.

A Plea for ‘Campanology.’

Sir,—I cannot agree with some of your remarks against the word Campa-
nology and Campanologists. The reasons | have to urge against its disuse
are, 1st. That Campann is the original or Latin word for bell; 2nd. That
the towers containing those bells were called Campaniles; 3rd. That from
the introduction of half-pull changes, such half-pull riDgers were called
Campanists (Mr. Ellacombe in his different works uses this term), or Campa-
nologists ; 4th. That the books published on this interesting subject, and
from which all ringers, directly or indirectly, have obtained their knowledge of
the art, have all been * Campanologias,’viz. the Otavis, Shipway's, Hubbard's,
and Soltanslall's. Lastly, that call-cliangc ringers are legally entitled to be
termed ‘change ringers’as well as half-pull ringers, for they both ring changes.
1 am glad that Mr. Hubbard in bis present edition has still stuck to the old
word, and called his present excellent work, as his previous one, Hubbard's
Campanoloijiu. | would like to see the opinions of those better informed on
the subject than | am stated in Church Bells. J.E. Hern.

Hurworth-on-Tees.

[We object to the word Campanology because it is a mongrel word, com-
posed of Greek and Latin. All other ologies are composed of two Greek
words. We might as well say Bellologg. or call florists Florologists. If hell
work is to be an otogy it should be Kodonology, composed of two Greek words.
Far better to drop it altogether and speak plain English without modern
affectation. 1t is probable that Mr. Ellacombe and other writers were led
away by a vulgar error, not thinking about it; but now they see it is a
mongrel word, and naturally prefer plain English.—E d.]

No Leads made in Six-bell Ringing.

Sir,—1 cannot understand why it is that most of the noted Yorkshire
ringers, while ringing five or six-hell ringing, do not make good open leads,
instead of keeping on in one continual round of changes, about which the
most practised and acute listener cannot make anything out, and the beautiful
effect of the ever-varying changes is greatly marred, for no one outside knows
where a change begins or ends. All the ringing-books are very plain on the
matter. Why do not the Yorkshire ringers follow their advice? M. Y. A.

College Single.

Sir,—W ith reference to Mr. Marsh’s letter, may | explain that 1 did not
say the method of College Single was rung only at Appleton, but that the
only peals in the method were due to the Appleton Society. | used the word
‘peals’in the sense in which it is understood by nine persons out of ten,
viz. as a composition of 5000 changes and upwards. The above-mentioned
Society has rung two peals of College Single Triples, which they claimed at
the time in the columns of Church Bells as the first and only peals in the
mmethod —an assertion which | believe has not been contradicted.

Balliol College, Oxford. J. S. PRITCHETT.

Ancient Society of College Youths.

On Thursday evening, April Gth, eight members of the above Society met
at St. Matthew, Bethnal Green, and rang a true peal of Stedman's Triples, in
2 hrs. 49 rnins. The ringers were:—H. W. Haley, sen., treble; E. French,
2nd; H. Page, 3rd; H. Booth, 4th; W. Greenleaf, 5th; M.A. Wood, Gth;
F. Bate, 7th; S. Reeves, tenor. The peal was composed by T. Thurstan of
Birmingham, and conducted by H. W. Haley, sen.—Reported.

Ringing at Lichfield.

On Easter Monday, April 17th, there was rung at St. Mary’s, Lichfield, a
true and complete peal of Grandsire Triples, consisting of 0040 changes, in
3 hrs. 0 niins. The ringers were stationed tbus:—F. Sedgwick, treble;
T. Merideth, 2nd ; S. Adkins. 3rd; J. Key, 4tb ; W. Johnson, Oth; F. Cope,
Gth; A. E. Greenwood, 7th ; W. Fearneyhougb, tenor. This peal was com-
posed by Mr. James Bruerton of DarlastoD, and conducted by Mr. Wr. John-
son, and contains 182 bobs and 58 singles, and is the first peal rung sinoe
the year 1837.—Reported,
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Ringing at St. Paul’s, Bedford.

On Easter Monday, April 17th, a party of the Oxford Society of Change-
ringers visited Bedford by special invitation of the churchwardens. It was
their wish to complete a peal of Stedman’s Triples, but they were compelled
to bring the hells round after ringing 2 hrs. 10 mins., the 5th, 7th, and tenor
not being ‘pealnble.” The ringers were most kindly entertained by the
churchwardens and friends.— Reported.

Ringing at Burton-on-Trent.

On Thursday, the 27th ult., the members of St. Paul’s Society of Change-
ringers, Burton-on-Trent, rang a true and complete peal of 5040 Grandsire
Triples (Taylor’s six-part peal), in 3 hrs. 7 mins., being the first, peal com-
pleted on these bells, and the first rung in Burton since 1839. The ringers
were:—W. Newton, treble; S. Cooper, 2nd; W. Wakley, 3rd; J. Arayle, 4th;
W. Boyals, 5th ; W. Potts, Gth; A. Wakley, 7th ; J. Robinson, tenor. Con-
ducted by W. Wakley. Weight of tenor, 26 cwt. This is the first peal in
which any of the above-mentioned ringers have taken part, with the single
exception of W. Royals, who rang in a peal at Shenstone in the early part of
this year.—Reported.

Muffled Ringing at St. Martin-in-the-Fields, London.

On Friday, the 28th ult. twelve members of the Ancient Society of
Cumberland Youths rang at St. Martin’s, Charing Cross, London, on the
twelve bells, a mutiled peal as a last tribute of respect for the memory of the
late Mr. William Esteourt, of Painswick. A correspondent has nowfurnished
us with a few particulars of his exploits iu ringing, in which art as a performer
and conductor he was second to none in the kingdom, and his compositions
in it are everywhere admired. In various towers he rangGS peals of 5000
changes and upwards, 8 peals of 0000 and upwards, and long lengths as
follows:—8000 of Grandsire Major; 8448 of new Treble Boh Major; 8105 of
Stedman’s Caters; 8448 of Stedman’s Cinques ; 10,278 of Grandsire Caters ;
and the longest ever rung hy ten men, 12,312 Grandsire Caters, on May 5th,
1817, at Painswick, in 7 hrs. 41 mins. His extraordinary peal of 10,224
changes of new Treble Bob Maximus, rung at Painswick, December 9th, 1833,
stands pre-eminent in the annals of change-ringing. The mourning peal
was conducted by Air. J. Cox.—Reported.

W aterloo Society of Change-ringers, London.

On Saturday, May Gth, seven London members of the above Society
visited St. Alphage Church, Greenwich, the headquarters of tho Eastern
Scholars ; where, with the assistance of the Messrs. Shade, three local mem-
bers of the Society, they rang a peal of 5003 Grandsire Caters in 3 lirs-
21 mins. The peal is the production of Mr. John Cox, a member of
the Society. Since the year 1849 no peal of Caters has been rung on tha
bells. As a nursery for riDgers, tbe Society may be congratulated upou the
youth of most of the band; which also contained four men—uviz. those who
handled the 3rd, 4th, Gth, and 8th ropes—who had never before rung in a peal
of Grandsire Caters. The ringers were stationed thus :—W. Baron, treble;
C. Hopkins, 2nd ; J. G. Shade, 3rd; F. A. P. KDipe, 4th ; J. M. Routh,
Esq., 5th ; W. G. Shade, Gth; H. Hopkins, 7th ; H. J. Shade, 8th ; J. W.
Cattle, Oth; J. Barrett, tenor. Conducted by Mr. Baron. Weight of tenor,
24 cwt.—Reported.

Ringing at St. Peter and St. Paul’s Tower, Eye, Suffolk.

On Saturday evening, Alay Gth, eight members of the Diss and Eye Com-
pany of Change-ringers rang a true and complete peal of 5088 changes of
Kent Treble Bob Alajnr, in 3 hrs. 40 mins. The ringers w ere G . Merton,
tivbe; T. Ford, 2nd;'W . Scales, 3rd; G. Day, 4th; W. Brown, 5th ; J. Rudd,
Gth; J. Bumstead, 7tli; F. Day, tenor. The peal was composed by Air.J. Miller
of the Cumberland Society, London, and was conducted by Air G. Merton
of Eye. This is the first peal of Kent Treble Bob Major ever rung on these
hells. Tenor, about 24 cwt., cast hy Miles Graye in 1040.—Reported.

Ringing at Tewkesbury Abbey.

On Saturday, Alay 6, a Date Touch of Grandsire Triples, the composition

of Air. H. Johnson of Birmingham, was rung here in 1 hr. 18 mius. by the

following E. Insall, treble; S. Mayall, 2nd; G. Haines, 3rd; C. Davies, 4th ;
,T. Wathen, 5th; Jos. Wathen, Oth ; E. Wallis, 7th ; AY. Haines, tenor. Con-
ducted by C. Davies. Weight of the tenor, 23 cwt. 8 qrs. Key D. This is

the longest touph yet achieved by this Society.—Reported.
Change-ringing at Bexley, Kent.

On Alonday, the 8th instant, six members of the Guild of West Kent
RiDgers rang at the parish church of St. Mary’s, Bexley, a peal of 720 changes,
Grandsire Minor, in 25 mins. It contained a call at[every lead, and was
the composition of Air. Hammant, hy whom it was conducted. The ringers
were :-F . French, treble ; W. J. Reeve, 2nd; C, W. Blaxland, 3rd; E. Ham-
mant, 4th; A. Payne, 5th ; J. Garard, tenor.—Reported.

New Ring of Bells at All Saints, Emscote.

A ring of six bells has been presented to All Saints’ Church. Emscote, by
Miss Philips, of Leamington. This lady has, ever since the church was
built, contributed largely to its support. The last is one of the noblest of her
gifts, and the bells form a munificent Easter offering. The bells were cast by
Alessrs. Taylor and Co. of Loughborough. The tenor-bell weighs about 17
owt. The bells were rung for the first time on Easter Day, to the delight of
the inhabitants of the district.— Leamington Courier.

Re-hanging of Bells at St. Mary’s Church, North Leigh, Oxon.
On Tuesday, May 2nd, the hells of the above church were rehung by
Messrs. White of Bisselsleigh, five having been recast into six by Messrs.
Mears of Whitechapel. The original ring, daiing from the seventh century,
bore the name of Jas. Keene, whose foundry was a: Woo-istoek. Tnerewvre
two services; that in the evening by Canon King of Chr:~t Church, from
Exod. xxviii. 33-30. Several touches were well rung by the App.eion ringers.

—Reported.
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according to Dean Hook) it has been in use in the Church at least 1200
years. W illelt. C.” give the names of ‘Ritualists of eminence *who impugn
several of these usages as not Catholic or Primitive? That all (or any) of
these practices are absolutely essential for the performance of the service of
God few would insist; but from their beautiful symbolic teaching, and being
of themselves harmless, it is greatly to be regretted sthey are so constantly
attacked and disputed. W. P.
Solihull, St. Philip and St. James's Day.

Beauties of the Prayer-book.

Sir,—I have lately met with a tract, entitled The Beauties of the Prayer-
book, to which | think some attention should be drawn. It is more than
possible that some of your readers have had a copy sent to them, as it is being
circulated gratis. The object of the work seems to be to bring the Prayer-book
into ridicule, and to cast contempt upon prayer in general. The first few
pages are devoted to contrasting the various statements in which the condi-
tions of salvation are set forth; the sentence,4When the wicked man turneth
away from his wickedness that he hath committed and doeth that which is
lawful and right, he shall save his soul alive;” the expression in the Absolu-
tion, that God ‘parcloneth and absolveth all them that truly repent and un-
feignedly believe His holy G ospelthe statement of the Athanasian Creed,
“Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is necessary that he hold the
Catholic Faith are put in contrast, and the conclusion is drawn in the follow-
ing words: ‘So far, then, from its being true that tbe wicked man who turns
from his sins shall save his soul alive, we find that our sinner must also
believe the Gospel, must accept contradictory arithmetical assertions, must
think of the Trinity in a way which makes thought a ludicrous impossibility,
and must believe rightly all the details of the method by which a Divine
Being became a human being.” The writer adds : ‘As sceptics we need offer
no opinion as to which is right, the creed or the text; we only suggest that
both cannot be correct.” For most of us, I presume, it is a sufficient answer
to the statement,4that both cannot be correct,”to say that our Lord Himself
uttered language which, taken in isolated passages, might seem to offer
similar contradictions : thus, Matt. vii. 21,xxv. 31 to end, might be put in con-
trast with Mark, xvi. 16, and John, iii. 16. We may well rest contented in the
assurance that what was no self-contradiction to our Lord need not be so to
us. But if we feel a difficulty in the seeming contradictions of the statements
about salvation in the New Testament, we shall surely do well not to ignore
it; in discussing a similar difficulty in the Epistle to the Romans, Professor
Jowett says, ‘A subject so vast and various as the salvation of man cannot be
bound within the withes of logicand, 4lt is the strongest presumption that
the difficulty is not a real one, that the Aiiostle himself is wholly unconscious
of it.” There would be very little use in going through this pamphlet page by
page, a great deal of it is too blasphemous to quote, and a great deal of it too
silly for serious consideration. For instance, on page 8, the writer takes
exception to the verse in the Penite, 4In His hands are all the corners of the
earth,” and adds, 4But the earth is a globe and has no corners.” *Is it quite
honest to say in God’s praise a thing which we know to be untrue, and must
we be unscientific because we are devotional?” There is more of this sort of
thing. | suppose it never occurred to the writer that he uses language every
day which would scarcely bear the weight of scientific truth without being
open to the charge of dishonesty.

In the remarks on the Te Deuvn we find the following: ‘The Te Dcum
midway changes the object of its song, and addresses itself to tbe Son instead
of to the Father. How far this is permissible is much disputed, for certain
it is that in the early ages of Christianity prayer was addressed to the Father
only." And then Origen’s opinion on prayer to the Son is alluded to. This
is a more serious statement, to my mind, than any in the book; how far it is
true let those say who have studied early Church history: to those who read
Church history in the pages of the New Testament alone, the example of the
dying Stephen will occur as offering a decided instance of prayer addressed to
the Lord Jesus Christ. | would refer your readers who may feel a difficulty
on this matter to the seventh of Canon Liddon’s Bampton Lectures, and to
Note F at the end of the volume, where the subject is very fully discussed. |
have only quoted from the first ten pages of this little tract, but I have given
quite sufficient for your readers to form ajudgment as to its character. It is
sad to think that some 200 cheap publications are issued by the same pub-
lishers ; we can only hope that the mischief which is thus being widely spread
is being counteracted by publications of an opposite tendency. But there is
a moral for all Churchmen contained in this Beauties of the Prayer-book. It
is much to be feared that many who habitually use the Prayer-book are open
to the charge of insincerity which the author ofthis tract brings against them ;
and the first step towards real sincerity in public prayer will be an effort
towards the understanding of the Prayer-book ; the simple explanation of the
Prayer-book offered in your columns will do much towards this, and help
many to ‘pray with the understanding *as well as 4with the spirit,” True
devotion is not dependent on critical learning, but it is scarcely compatible
with wilful ignorance. Caxtab.

The Rugeley Home for Inebriates.

Sir,—The following sums have been received for the above Institution
since you ldndly inserted my last letter to you upon the subject; —

Mrs. Simond, 51 ; the Right Rey. Bishop Abraham, 10/.; Anonymous, hi.;
the Rev. W. Jones, 10/.; per Offertory, 1/.; the Rev. S. Philips' 22 Qs. |
still want 20/. to make up the 80/. for which | appealed in the first instance,
and | should be glad if | could obtain funds to justify me in enlarging the
scope of my efforts. But 1 am extremely grateful to those who have so
promptly come forward to relieve me of the burden of heavy and increasing
debt. plt jyp Grier.

Pugeley, May Ath, 1876.

Receives also:-J. H. H,; Percy B. Relton; D.P. P.; H.B.D. M.; W.K.; D. OriSih.

Church Beils.

May 20, 1876.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

STEDMAN’S TRIPLES.
By Jasper W. Snowdon, llkley, Yorkshire.

Notwithstanding the intricacy of composition to the full extent of the
changes on seven hells in Stedman’s principle, it seems prohahle that this
complication is exceeded hy the very perplexed state of the history of the
gradual improvements made in such compositions. In the following article 1
purpose,“however, to state what | have been able to learn on this matter,
and to give, so far as lies in my power, eacli composer his duo amount of
praise or criticism.

This system was originated hy Fabian Stedman, who, bom at Cambridge
in 1631, was by trade a printer. It is said he used to print his peals on
slips of paper, also, that in 1657, when the College Youths visited Cambridge,
he presented them with copies of this method on five bells. To Stedman is
generally ascribed the production of double and triple changes, as before his
time single changes only were rung. He was the author of a treatise on
ringing, published in 1607. He joined the College Youths in 1664, was a
steward in 1667, and master in 1682. The system, however, does not seem
to have been extended to seven bells during the days of its author.

In tbe year 1731 two rival Norwich Companies were striving to be the
first to compose and accomplish a true peal in this method, and according to
a tablet at St. Peter’s, Mancroft, a 1Peal of Perfect Stedman Tripples, with
two doubles, and no alteration,” was rung there on Oct. 25th in that year.
On the 6th of Dec. in the same year, however, Edward Crane, the composer,
called a peal at St. Michael's, Coslany, where a tablet states that the method
‘had long been yc study of many well skilled in the Art of Ringing, hut
without success, till Edward Crane, one of the Company, with much pains
and application, brought it to perfection with two doubles. This peal contains
5040 triple changes, 2 doubles alone excepted.” Unfortunately the calling of
these peals has not heen handed down, and while the claim made by the
second performance to be the first true peal must be accepted as a strong
reason for condemning the previous peal as false, it is probable that the
latter was not itself correct. | would here remark, that the particularly
definite description of the calls used in each peal shows that, at that time, it
was only considered legitimate to use two singles in such compositions.

In a MS. book of the celebrated BeDjamin Annable’s | now have in
my possession, and which was probably written about the date of these
Norwich peals, a 5040 of Stedman Triples is given ; this show's that the
principle was well known, if not practised, in tbe metropolis about that time.
This 5040 is in four parts, the seventh at home each course end, a double
being made at each quarter-peal end. The peal, however, on examination,
turns up false changes in several places.

A long interval now elapsed, during which 1 am unable to find any record
of Stedman ringing, hut with the publication of tbe Glavis in 1788 a state-
ment of the progress of composition up to that time appeared. After giving
a quarter peal it is stated :—

‘The learner might possibly expect a greater extent of changes hithis method, perhaps
the 5040 ; should that he the case we beg leave to observe, that it is one of those occult
mysteries that have never yet transpired, and notwithstanding the most indefatigable
assiduity has been employed to investigate this matter to the utmost, the most diligent
researches we have been able to make have not been attended with that success which wo
would have gladly communicated to the public ; and so remote does it appear at present,
that there is every reason to believe that the composer of this system never designed it for
more than live bells. The only method that seems to carry the least appearance of possi-
bility is by using a multiplicity of bobs, and thereby keeping two bells continually dodging
behind, which must produce music extremely disagreeable; besides, double bobs are by
some objected to ill this system. We shall take leave of this article with observing that
the above 1260, or iuarter peal, comes very near to the extent of changes (in this method)

nly

with single bobs only ; that is to say, by having two bells dodge behind, not more than live
whole pulls.*

From the above remarks it is evident that the attention of composers had
been directed towards obtaining a peal without double bobs, and that a
large number of bobs together was considered objectionable,

I may here mention that in 1790 an account of the funeral of J. Patrick,
of the Cumberland’s Society, appeared in the Sporting Magazine, when it was
stated that 1Mr. Patrick was the person who composed the whole peal of
Stedman triples, 0040 changes (till then deemed impracticable), for the dis-
covery of which the citizens of Norwich advertised a premium of 50k, which
was paid him about three years since hy the Society of St. Peter's, Mancroft,
with the highest encomiums on his superlative merits.” | hear from Norwich
that no such premium was ever paid or known to be offered ; and as | have
never heard that Patrick composed such a peal, the story is probably a
fabrication.

Finding that there seemed no likelihood of obtaining a peal if the rule con-
cerning double bobs was adhered to, a laxity ofthis law seems to have crept in,
as | have by me the first part of a peal composed by Thomas Edwards of
Stourbridge, Worcestershire, about the year 1792 : this peal, a true one, is in
ten parts, and contains 618 bobs, 100 ordinary singles, and 2 made in 4-5—at
each half-peal end— a total of 720 calls. This peal is not known to have
been rung, but most of the peals composed for many years after this time
seem to have been on the same principle; indeed, it is probable that tbhe
composers of several of them were personally acquainted, since the next per-
formance— which has generally been accepted as the first true peal rung—e
was one accomplished at St. Giles-in-the-Fields by the Junior Cumberlands,
in the year 1799 : this peal was conducted by its composer, J. Noonan, from
a manuscript copy. Now Noonan was a native of Birmingham, which town
Edwards was in the habit of visiting; it therefore seems probable that
Noonan’s peal would be to some extent similar to Edwards's composition.
It was, however, according to Shipway, in one continued part, and therefore
attained without the singles in 4-5. It contained 710 bobs and 22 singles,
a total of 732 calls. This peal is introduced in Shipway’s work, but, un-



May 20, 1876.]

fortunately, it is given only by a description of the successive calls and omits;
and, probably owing to errors on the part of the printer, cannot be deciphered.

On Dec. 4th, 1803, the College Youths rang a peal of Stedman's Triples
at Kensington, which was called by Charles Barber from the sixth. The entry
in the College Youths’peal-book does not make any allusion that may serve
to identify the peal or the composer; and unless it may have been Noonan’s
peal, it was perhaps a false one. as | have not been able to find any further
mention ef it; and it can hardly have been Edwards’s, as the next performance
known to me is a peal rung at Shiffnal Church, Shropshire, on June 15th,
1819, by the Birmingham St. Martin’s Company; and as this peal is entered
in the Society’s books as ‘the second peal of Steadman's Triples ever rung,’
putting aside the Norwich peals, which at that time had probably been for-
gotten, this shows the improbability of any other peal than Noonan’s being
known to them. Noonan’s peal would, of course, he well known on account
of his connexion with Birmingham, and also since it had been noticed in
Shipway’s book. | therefore think it fair to conclude that the Kensington
peal was neither the work of Edwards nor Noonan; and as it does not seem
to have merited any notice from Shipway, | shall pass over it without further
consideration. The Shiffnal peal was the composition of Henry Cooper, a
well-known Birmingham composer, who conducted it from a written copy
while seated in the steeple. This manuscript consisted of ten sheets, and it
may he interesting to know that these sheets are all still in existence; in fact,
| have had them by me for some time. The care that has been taken in
preserving these time-worn relics, with the now faded figures, 1pricked’
well-nigh seventy years ago, shows, | think, that were all such existing
records sought up a good deal of information, which may pass away for ever
with their destruction, might be preserved. Mr. Osborne states that Noonan
used to say that he used as much paper in pricking out Stedman’s Triples
as would have papered the inside of St. Giles's Church before he could com-
pose his peal, and yet we cannot, even with Shipway’s book, find out what
that peal was. Where are the manuscripts of all our distinguished com-
posers who in those days, in accordance with the use of the times, must
have made many more entries in their note-books than is customary in
these days of cheap printing, as now few meritorious compositions can
exist for many years without finding their way into type ? To return, however,
to Cooper’s peal, | may mention that it was very much on the same principle
as Edwards's, though improved by the calls being reduced to 582, and the
seventh coming home at each course end, still the same calls at the half-peal
ends were used.

So far as the matter of composition has at present been considered it
seems tolerably simple, hut about this time two claimants for the honour of
the principle of Cooper’s peal also appear; namely, J. Tebbs of Leeds, and
W. Hudson of Sheffield. In a correspondence which ensued several years
after in the Era it was first stated, in 1Answers to Correspondents,’ that the
‘first peal in regular parts was produced by the late Mr. Tebbs, with 620
calls, about the year 1814/ whereupon Hudson wrote to say that he was the
first to compose a peal in ten parts, and that though he composed it in 1814,
he did not communicate it to Tebbs until in 1818; he also remarks, that had
Tebbs composed it in 1814 it would have appeared in Shipway’s work. In
this letter Hudson also contends that all the subsequent peals until that time,
Dec. 1843, were only improvements adapted to the course ends of his original
peal. Hudson's letter was also to some extent corroborated by one from
Cooper, John Lates of Birmingham, however, writes to defend Tebbs, and
calls attention to the fact thatJ. P. Powell, of Quex Park, published the peal
by Tebbs in his work on Stedman Triples. Certainly this composition of
Tebbs’s appeared in Powell’s folio work, which contained the result of his
studies in this system, hut it was not published until 1828. This fact, how-
ever, gives a certain amount of credibility to Tebbs’ claim, as it is probable
that Mr. Powell was in correspondence with most of the composers of note,
since he gave the matter every attention. Still, as all these peals had such a
great number of calls in them, it seems very likely that to a great extent
they were merely improvements by Tebbs, Hudson, and Cooper, on the
original compositions ef Edwards and Noonan; and, after all, so great is
the difference in the several statements concerning the origin of the principle
of these compositions, that | think it better to pass over the matter and be
guided in the progress of these improvements only by the different peals
actually rung. Of these | will give some account next week.

Mr. W. Harrison’s 88g6 of Treble Bob Major.

Sik,—As many of your readers have probably ere this been pondering
over Mr. Harrison’s long Treble Bob peal, | should like to mention, as Mr.
Hubbard has not alluded to it, that when | received it from Mr. Harrison he
drew my attention to a variation of it, which might be produced by omitting
the bobs “before ”in the 10th, 19th, 32nd, 25th, and 28th courses. Although
this would in no way improve the peal, it is, perhaps, as well to record the
fact now, so as to prevent the reproduction of the peal in that form at some

future time. Jasper W. Snowdon.
‘Our Rings of Twelve and their Condition.’
Sm,—1 notice in Church Bells of the Othinst. a list of peals of twelve

bells, and the notes of the tenors thereof, and am sorry to believe it is a very
incorrect account, as J happen to have taken the netes of several, namely :—
St. Saviour’s, London, is not B, as stated, but B flat; Sheffield, not C, but B;
Birmingham, not D, hut C; Cripplegate, London, not D, but C; St. Leonard’s,
London, not D, but D flat; Cambridge, not D, but D flat; West Bi-omwieh,
not E, but E flat, Halifax, | do not know the note, but if it is D sharp, as
stated, it should he called E flat. The only one | have taken the note of
that is stated correct is Worcester Cathedral: that is D flat, as mentioned.
Now7, Sir, as there is but one stated right out of all those | know, it is very
probable the majority of the others are wrong; and as ringers place much
confidence in what they read from your paper, | have been solicited to trouble
you with this. Truth.

Church Bells.
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Change-ringing at St. Luke’s, Liverpool.

Sir,—Will you please to oblige by publishing my letter in full, which
appeared in your paper of April 1st, as | presume you have put in their
attempt to answer me verbatim.  Sir, | hope you will excuse me for asking so
much of your valuable space. | would further say, that three other ringers
heard the performance throughout, and they used the words, ‘Surely they
will not publish it as a peal 7 Should your correspondents'ask for more space,
| hope they will he more concise.

Robert Williams, St. Peter's Society. Liverpool.

Sir,—| quite agree with your correspondent, ‘A Ringer,” and can fully
bear out his statements to be quite true in every respect. | myself listened
to the three attempts, and heard upwards of three thousands, and heing so
much disgusted | walked away, for I could not make out what really was
beiDg rung. Had it been true, the conductor himself would have come for-
ward and refuted the statements of your correspondent, ‘A Ringer.” ‘Honour
to whom Honour’ might well ask where the peal was false, for the cleverest
man in the science would have been baffled to take a treble lead. | think this
letter will satisfy your readers it was a mock performance.

James E gerton, St. Nicholas’ Society, Liverpool.

Chiming Machinery at St. John’s, Horton Lane, Bradford, Yorks,

This machine works so lightly that a child of nine years of age, with a
little practice, can play tunes with the keys, with the utmost ease. The bells
were cast by Mr. James Barwell of Birmingham, and the fitting up has been
done by Messrs. James Shaw and Son. The machine, of which Messrs. Shaw
and Son are the inventors, is in the room immediately over that in which the
ropes for the change-ringers are hung, and the space it occupies is only 8 iu.
by 16 in. It consists of eight keys, lifted by small tappits, every key connected
by a wire rod with its particular hell above, the whole affixed to a light iron
framework. When the machine is set in motion by the turning of a small
crank, the sound of the whole peal gushes forth at once with very little
expenditure of strength, and free from any communication with the chnnge-
ringers, who, it appears, might almost he dispensed with.—Local Paper.

[We hardly think it worth a patent, as similar haye long been in use in
Belgium, under the name of Carillons.—E d.]

Royal Cumberland Society (late London Scholars).
1. At St. Bride’s Church, London;

On Tuesday evening, the 9th inst., twelve members of this Society rang
on these hells a true peal of Cinques, on Stedman's principle, consisting of 5014
changes, in 3 hrs. 41 mins. Nine years have elapsed since a peal in this
method was rung here, and it is just 100 years ago that the Society achieved
the earliest peal of Caters on record, which was rung on the same bells, then
aring of ten only. Tuesday’s hand were thus :—J. Cox, treble; C. T. Hopkins,
2nd; H. A. Hopkins, 3rd; G. Newson, 4th; E. Gibbs,* 5th; J. Howe, Oth ;
J. W. Cattle, 7th; H. Dains,* 8th; G. Harvey, Oth; D. Stackwood, 10th; S.
Jarman,* 11th; J. Barrett, tenor. The peal, an original composition, was
conducted by its author, Mr. John Cox.—Reported.

2. At St. Margaret’s, Westminster.

On Saturday, the 13th inst., ten members of this Society rang at the above
church a true peal of Caters, on Stedman’s principle, containing 5001 changes,
the time heing 3 hrs. 4 mins. only, which is believed to be the quickest peal
ever rung on ten hells. The ringers were:—G. Newson, treble; C. T.
Hopkins, 2nd; J. W. Cattle, 3rd; W. Baron, 4th; J. Cox, 5th; E. Gibbs,
Oth; H. A. Hopkins, 7th; D. Stackwood, 8th; J. Rogers, 9th; J. Mansfield,
tenor. The peal is a composition by Mr. J. Cox, and has the 2nd, 3rd, 4th,
5th, and Oth each respectively behind the 9th. It was conducted by Mr. G.
Newson. The recent performances of the Royal Cumberlands are mainly
due to the real youths, ef which it has such numbers.—Reported.

*First peal on twelve bells, and it is the first peal rung in the method by Gibbs and

Dains: a rare occurrence, and should have been mentioned of C. Hopkins, in the Cinques
of Easter Monday*

BELFRY RECORDS.

BELBROUGHTON, WORCESTERSHIRE.

(Tablet in the Belfry.)

827. On Tuesday, April 29th, 1862, was rung in this tower three successive peals of 720
each by the following methods, Oxford Treble Bob, Kent Treble Bob, and Plain Bob,
containing 2160 changes, in the short space of one hour and twenty minutes, by the
followingéyersons K

Charles Goodyear, Treble.
James Bate, Second.
John Bate, Third.

HOLY TRINITY,

Jame3 Higgs, Tenor.
Conductéd by Mr. J. Higgs.
Weight of Tenor, 18 cwt.

This noble art despised by the ignorant.

STOURBRIDGE, WORCESTERSHIRE.
ATablets in the Belfry.)

828. On Monday, Nov. tbe 8th, 1773, was rung in this Tower a compleate Quarter peal
of Bob Majors, containing 10,080 changes, in 6 hours and; 20 minuetes, by tho following

ersons:—
pJams. Bishop, Treble. Jno. Gadd, Fourth. 1Jno. Watkins. Sixth.
Edwd Pardoe, Second. Jno. Pardoe, Fifth. Sami. Green ca]led?], Seventh.
Jno. Milward, Third. 1Jains. Dovey, Eighth.

829. Ou Sunday, June the 5th, 1774, was rung in this tower a compleate Peal of Bob
Majors, being 59 seven-leads courses, and containing 6G08 changes, in 3 hours and 52
minuetes, by tbe following persons: — . .

Ezl. Pardoe, Treble. i Edwd. Pardoe, Fourth. Jno. Watkins, Sixth.
Jams. Bishop, Second. Noah Dormer, Fifth. Jno. Gadd, Seventh.
Jno. Milward, Third. Jams. Dovey, Eighth, called.

830. On Saturday, Oofcr. the 9th, 1778, was rung in this Tower a complcate peal of Oxford
treble Bob, containing 50S8 changes, in 3hours and 25 minuetes, by the following persons:—
Thos. Orford, Treble. IEdwd. Pardoc, Fourth. jJno. Pardoe, Sixth.

Jams Bishop, Second. Sami. Green, Fifth. JnO. Gadd, Seventh.
Jno. Milward, Third. | | Jams. Dovey, Eighth, called,

| Edward Hatton, jun. Fourth.
Benjamin Bate, jun. Fifth.

Rec&ivEi>.—Uttoxeter. E. Elliott—We cannot solicit subs riptions for the repairs of bells.
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previous day. It was supported by the Rev. Canon Wynne, opposed by
the Rev. Professor Jellett, and negatived on a vote by orders. The Rev.
E. Nolman movedthat the words,1benefit of Absolution/ be omitted from
the third paragraph of the First Exhortation in the Communion Office.
The proposition was rejected on vote. Orders— Clergy: Ayes, 87;
Noes, 60. Laity: Ayes, 76; Noes, 14. On the motion of Dr. Salmon,
1 Tliess. iv. 13 to end was adopted, on a show of hands, as an alternate
lesson, in the Burial Office. The words, ‘of llis great mercy/ were alsb
omitted on a vote by orders (Clergy: Ayes, 67; Noes, 28. Laity:
Ayes, 81; Noes, 7) and the words out of the Communion Office, ‘W o bless
Thy Holy Name/ &c., were substituted for the words, ‘We give Thee
hearty thanks for that it hath pleased Thee/ &c.

This concluded the business before the House, and the ordinary vote
of thanks having been passed to the honorary officers, Secretaries, and
Assessors, and the Te Deum said, the Benediction was pronounced, and
the third session of the Second General Synod of the Church of Ireland
came to a close.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Sudden Death, &c.

Sir,—Neither of your correspondents who have commented on the
peculiar suggestions of ‘M. TV respecting the terms ‘sudden death ’ in the
Litany, and lanchor’in the 6th chapter of Hebrews, has noticed what would
be a most seriously objectionable result of adopting his ideas as to the first
expression. He appears to consider that because the ‘sudden death * prayed
against in the Litany, originally, in pre-Reformation times, probably meant
death unprepared for hy extreme unction, therefore we of the Anglican
Church mbad bettor accept that meaning, than press some other into the
service;” in other words, that we should understand that we pray to he
delivered from dying without the administration of extreme unction, rather
than from dying in an impenitently unprepared state !

As to ‘M. T.’s’ exception to the rendering of “anchor,” in the passage
referred to, which is so effectually disposed of by your other correspondents, |
would only add that ‘M. T.”seems to advocate an extraordinary latitude of
translation ; so that if the literal and only known English of a Greek word
does not appear to he in metaphorical keeping with the context, the critic, or
preacher, is at liberty to adopt a wholly different meaning, which the original
never bore, but which seems better to suit the present train of thought.
1Anchor’is not in keeping with a land scene, therefore translate 1tent-peg
though a tent-peg !which enters within the veil "is not very intelligible.

J.H. H.

‘Which Hope we have as an Anchor of the Soul.’

Sin,—In arecent number of Church Bells a correspondent (‘M, T.’) says
that the expression lleb. vi. 19 is a ‘landsman’s simile * (after all), and that
when St. Paul wrote that which is in the English version rendered 1Which
hope we have as an anchor of the soul,” he was thinking not of an anchor but
of a tent-peg. But surely the usual interpretation of this simile is the right
one? Would not the Apostle have used the word vdc/raXos, which is the very
word used in Judg. iv. 21, and in Isa. liv. 2 in. the Septuagint? There is
another instance where a tent-peg is probably referred to, and there in the
Septuagint, viz. in Eeeles. xii. 11, the word is hXos. The use of Syxvpt for a
hook other than an anchor is rare; for a tent-peg it is, | fancy, found no-
where. But more than this : the metaphor of an anchor to represent Hope was
common among Greek writers—e.g., Euripides makes Hecuba speak of her
son as the Anchor of the House, ‘the Hope of the Family,' as we say. In
the Agamemnon of iEschylus the ‘breaking of many hopes,” one only being
left, is an expression which clearly contains the metaphor of broken anchors.
‘To ride at anchor “was A’ tcyxugas ; hence arose the expression, A’
V.7rio's oxdrtui. Bishop Wordsworth, in his Greek Testament (in loco), tells
us that “ Hope ’is represented on ancient coins hy an anchor. ‘M. T. thinks
the “veil” alluded to in Heb. vi. 19 only intelligible on the supposition that
‘anchor ’there means atent-peg: on this point Bishop Wordsworth’ note is
worth studying. May not the yeil (xaratr'mztrf/.z) in this place refer to the
veil of the firmament which separates the heaven of heavens from the eye of
man, but through which the cable, of “Hope ’passes unseen? We find the
same idea in Ps. civ. 2, and in Isa. xl. 22—*“Itis .. .. He that stretcheth
out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in.’

H. B.D. M.
The ‘Beauties of the Prayer-book.’

Sm,—1 notice the letter signed ‘ Cantab.’ in yonr lastnumber. The infidel
tract alluded to reached me by post during a severe illness. As | opened it |
found the title of the tract contained a lie, and having glanced at a few pages
1 put it on the fire. The agents of the ‘father of lies'are unconscious
witnesses to the truth of the sacred writings, and betray even in the titles of
their attacks against the Living Word the dishonesty which lurks in all their
lampoons. The title, The Beauties of the Prayer-book, was evidently intended
to deceive Churchmen and secure the reading of at least a few sentences of
the vile stuff which the tract contains. The trick resembles the artful ways
in which polluting pictures and obscene books are disseminated. The deter-
mined zeal with which infidelity is now circulated in such a way as to elude
the detection of the senders, and the large sums gratuitously spent to secure
the propagation of the most debasing principles, ought to awaken Christians
to the need of prayer and effort to counteract the deadly poison. We need
not wonder at the recurrence of fearful scenes of crime/when the post can

pour into the most unsuspecting family the most horrid productions of
impudent unbelief.
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The propriety of honouring such publications by perusal or review is very
doubtful. No one is bound to eat dirt 0l-to take poison, even with the view of
testifying that it is poison. The experimentis not to be recommended. The
early Christians would have declined to try it. A Family Max.

Clerical Influence in Schools.

Sir,—I have followed with interest the letters and articles on Church
Schools appearing in your paper, and am surprised that the importance of
personal clerical influence has been so little dwelt upon. If a school is given
over to a board, not only Is dogmatic teaching surrendered, but the clergy
also resign that intimate acquaintance with the children which is especially
gained in the day school, and which meeting them only from Sunday to
Sunday, or possibly sometimes at their own homes, can never supply. This
influence, 1 think, can scarcely he over-estimated; and | am convinced it is
helping to raise in many parishes a generation of men and women very dif-
ferent from those mentioned in your last week’s article. | mean, a generation
of young people free from that suspicion of the clergy now so sadly common,
and ready instead, to trust them and believe in their love and sympathy. |
know of no substitute for the frequent visits of the clergyman to his school; in
addition to his direct teaching, it associates him in the children’s eyes, and in
their parents’, with a kindly interest, with a useful authority, and with dis-
cipline; at the same time giving opportunities for ascertaining parochial facts,
and sometimes for easily arranging what would otherwise take time and
trouble. For these, and many other reasons upon which | must not now
enlarge, we ought surely to sacrifice much, very much, before we think of sur-
rendering so important a spiritual lever as the school, perhaps the most
powerful machine at our disposal. A A F.

“IV. k.—Write to the National Diocesan
Ivalendar (if there he one).

‘M. N. R. —The Home Reunion Society.

‘Delta’—We cannot insert your query as correspondence.
advertisement it is useless, as you give no address.

Society, and consult the

As an

Reoeivbd also.—S. G. B. F. J. Candy, M.A. P.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

STEDMAN’'S TRIPLES.
By Jasper W. Snowdon, llkley, Yorkshire.
{Continuedfrom page 295.)

On Feb. 2nd, 1824, a peal by Cooper, with 480 .calls, was rung at~Rich-
mond, Surrey; and on March 16th, in the same year, the College Youths
rang one at St. Mary’s, Whitechapel; and as G. Cole conducted both peals. |
presume that the lattet was called in the same manner as the former.

At Trinity, Newington, on Dec. 18, 1828, the College Youths rang Tebbs's
peal, 622 calls. A superior production to this had, however, been obtained
at this time, as, in 1827, Mr. Thos. Day of Birmingham—whose name has
since become so well known in connexion with the production of the greatest
lengths obtained in Treble Bob Ma.jor—had composed one with 420 bobs
and 22 Holt’s singles only, which was rung by the St. Martin’s Society,
Birmingham, on Dec. 30th, 1830, on the light eight of their church. This
peal was at that time very much superior to any other yet produced, as no
two hells were kept dodging behind for more than eighteen consecutive
changes.

About, | believe, the year 1830 so great had the improvements in com-
position been considered, that Shipway published a broadsheet of peals. It
contained Tebbs’ peals, with 622 and 620 calls; Cooper’s first peal, 582 calls,
and a second peal with 422 calls only. This latter, however, was merely
Day’s peal with different observation hells. Cooper heard of Day’s improve-
ments and applied personally for the peal, altered the observation bells, and
sent it to Shipway as his second peal. On the published list Shipway
remarks—*‘Mr. Cooper’s peals are both originals, and his last has been the
principal groundwork from which the further improvements emanated.” This
was rather hard upon Mr. Day, who had done a great deal by opening out a
new feature in the composition of Stedman Triples. Shipway also gave a
peal by Mr. J. Clarke of Kingston-on-Thames, also obtained by varying the
observation hells in the Day-Cooper peal. The other peals given hy Shipway
were the work of himself and Mr. Powell, the best production of the latter
being one with 382 calls, two of these only being Holt’s singles, the remain-
ing calls being ordinary bobs and singles. Shipway’s best peal contained so
few as 362 calls, of the same different descriptions as those used hy Mr.
Powell. It will be seen that at this time three varieties of calls were almost
invariably used, and if the same remarks which have lately been advanced
in the case of the earliest Grandsire production were to be applied to Sted-
man’s Triples, | cannot but think that such restrictions would be considered
too severe.

On Jan. Ilth, 1832, the Sussex Society rang one of Shipway’ peals, 362
calls, at St. George’s, Camberwell; and in the following year peals by Tebbs,
Shipway, and Powell, probably from Sbhipway’s sheet, were rung at St. Peter’.
Walworth; St. James’s, Clerkenwell; and St. John’s, Manchester. About
this time several clever men, especially in the Birmingham district, were
hard at work, and the names of two of the ringers of the above-mentioned
town—John Dates and Thomas Thurstan— began to he connected with the
long-sought improvements in this system. W. Hudson, of Sheffield, also very
considerably reduced the number of calls in his peals, as about this period
he obtained one with 240 bobs and 22 Holts singles. From this Lates
composed one with 120 bobs, 120 singles in 3-4, and 22 doubles; and indeed
for a few years the only improved peals were those obtained by a reduction



May 27, 1876.]

of the calls in Hudson’s composition®* The most decided of these improve-
ments was a peal rung, for the first time, at Aston, on Aug. 8th, 1842, by the
Birmingham St. Martin’s Society. This was the first peal ever rung with
two Holt’s singles only; besides these it also contained only 240 bobs. There
was a good deal of controversy at this time as to whom the credit of this
great improvement of Hudson’s peal was due, as the removal of twenty out
of the twenty-two singles made it incomparably superior to any of the previous
compositions. This question was not satisfactorily settled even at that time,
as the peal was entered in the record-book of the St. Martin’s Society as the
‘joint composition " of Bates and Thurston. In the ‘Answers to Correspon-
dents’previously alluded to in the Era, Dec. 10, 1843, it is there stated:—
‘The last great improvement was also by Mr. J. Bates, and is produced by
240 bobs and 2 singles only.” Bates in his answer concerning Tebbs also
adds:—1W ith respect to the last peal, with 242 calls, | beg to say that when
| obtained it I communicated the same to T. Thurstans, in the presence of
witnesses, who heard him declare that the attainment of this most desirable
object was quite impossible.” The matter, however, is more satisfactorily
settled by Mr. T. Day, who conducted the peal, as he states that Bates was
the real composer.

Mr. H. Johnson, sen., of Birmingham, to whose kind assistance in this
matter | am greatly indebted, informs me that, in 1842, he received a peal
from Thurstan on an entirely original plan, it being composed in parts of
252 changes, which three courses being four times repeated produced 1260,
when, by the introduction of singles at the end of each quarter peal, the extent
was obtained : the singles, however, were rather awkward to make, and thus,
although true, the peal was never rung. On April 13th, 1846, a peal on the
same plan was composed by Wm. Hudson, who conducted it at Sheffield; it
had only 232 bobs and 4 singles, but turned out to be false.

On May 18th, 1846, however, a peal by Thurstan on another plan was
accomplished by the Birmingham St. Martin’s Society at tlieir church. It
was produced with 240 bobs and 2 common singles only, and is now so well
known as to require no further comment, as it is generally allowed to be the
most scientific composition yet produced. It was conducted on this, the first
occasion of its performance, by Mr. H. Johnson, who, being in Thurstan’s
confidence, had received a copy of it from him some months before it was
actually rung.

Since this time, although Thurstan’s peal has been varied in the arrange-
ments of its calling by several persons, the calls have never been reduced,
nor has any notable improvement been made in its composition, or in that
of Stedman’s Triples generally. To those persons* however, who consider
that the use of singles should be fended off as long as possible, | may men-
tion that a peal in which one is not introduced until the 4956 change, in the
59th course, was also composed by Thurstan. This peal also contained 240
bobs, besides the two common singles. It was rung by the St. Philip’s
Society, Birmingham, at their church, on March 25th, 1852.

As a conclusion to these remarks, | give further particulars of the most
interesting of the performances enumerated above: —

Tablet in the belfry of St. Peter’s Mancroft, Norwich.—' On tlie 25th Octobr. 1731, here
was Rung that Misterious Peal called Stedman tripples: the discovery thereofhas been the
Study of several Ingenious Ringers in England, though to no effect, untill this Intricate
Peal,”which differs from all other Methods of tripples, as being ever¥1 bell a like course,
was perfectly discovered by [name illegiblej, who first compleated the Peal of Perfect
Stedman Tripples with only two Doubles, and no altei‘ation; the extent being 5040 changes,
was compleatly rung by us in 8 hours & 40 minutes, on which Occation Willm. Scott, ill
his remarks upon the ringing this Peal, did Elegantly sing, viz.—

“ As for the sweet and Pleasant Treble she
BP/ Melchior well was Rung that Bell, and call'd the bobs so free ;
Blofield the 2nd; Palmer 3rd did Ring;
Atber rung 4th, and was not Loath, but made her for to Sing;
Gardener the 5th did sway : Footer the Oth did piay ;
The 7tli round Cris. Booty bound, & made her to obey ;
The tenor fine & neat, brave Porter so compleat
Did ring her out & turn’d about that Cymbal loud and great.”

Tablet in the belfry of St. Michael at Coslany, Norwich.—*In this steeple, 0l1the sixth of
December, 1731, Was Rung that most Incomparable as well as Intricate Peal of Stedman
Triples, which had heen long ye Study of many well skilled iii the Art of Ringing, but
without success, till Edward Crane, one of the company, with much pains and application
brought it to perfection with two Doubles. This peal contains 5040 Triple Changes, 2
Doubles only excepted, and is allowed by all Judges of the Art to be the most Ingenious
Peal that till now has been composed.  The Bobs were called by Edward Crane before
mentioned, and was Rung and compleatcd in 3 hours 18 minutes by us whose names are
under-writtenRichard Barnham, 1; Edward Crane, 2; Jno. Harvey, 3; Robt. Nockall, 4;
Wm. Pettingill, 5; Thos. Crane, Oth; Rice Greene, 7; R. Crane, tenor. W. Woolbright,
B. Elden, Churchwardens.’

Tablet in the belfry of St. Giles-in-the-Fields, London.—‘Junior Cumberlands, Wednesday,
May 22, 1799. This tablet is dedicated to the above society in_ commemoration of a per-
formance notto be surpassed by any that profess this magnificent art, viz. :—the whole
%eal ofTrépgles on Stedman’s principle containing 5040 changes in 2 hours and 58 minutes.

erforme :—Henry Symondson, 1; Charles Robinson, 2; Joseph Ladley, 3; William
Beard, 4; John Hints,” 5; William Troup, 6; William Tyler, 7; Sami. Garratt, 8. This
intricate but truly admirable composition for a series of years being industriously pur-
sued by all the composers of eminence in this noble science, and by all pronounced im-
S)racticable, was at length, with 732 bobs and 22 doubles, acquired by the celebrated Mr.
Fohn Noonan, who conducted the above unparalleled masterpiece of Campanistanean
ame.

From the Birmingham St. Martin's Peal-boolc:—' On June 5, 1819, A complete
5040 of Steadman’s tripples was rung at Shiffnal church_by the Society of St. Martin’s
Youths in 3 hours aud 2 minutes.” James Jarvis, 1; Thomas Chapman, 2; Thomas
Worral, 3; Thomas Thrustrance, 4; William Hassall, 5; Alexander Sanders, 6; Samuel
Lawrence, 7; Joseph Paget, tenor. Composed and conducted by Mr. Henry Cooper,
sitting in the steeple. The second peal of Steadman tripples ever rung.’

From the same Peal-book.—‘On Dec. 30, 1830, the following members of St. Martin’s
Society rung an excellent peal of triples (on Stedman’s principle) at St. Martin’s Church
(on the small eight), containing 5040 changes, in 3 hours and 10 minutes —JamesJarvis, 1;
Thos. Chapman, 2; John Hopkins, 3; Thomas Worrall, 4; Elijah Roberts, 5; Joseph
Poweil, 6; Henry Cooper, 7; Nathan Blunt, tenor. Composed by Mr. Thos. Day and
conducted by Mr. Joseph Powell. Thiswas the greatest improvement made up to this
pﬁriod, inasmuch as no two bells were kept dodging together behind more than eighteen
changes.’

From the same Peal-book. — ‘On August 8, 1842, the following members of the St.
Martin’s Society rung at the Parish Church, Aston, 5040 changes of Stedman’s Triples in
3hours and 10 minutesJam es Jarvis, treble; Jolm Hopkins, 2; John James, 3; Joseph
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Deer, 4; Thomas Gay, 5; Thomas Thurstans, 6; Thos. Day, 7; Jesse Cutler, tenor.

This peal was the joint production of Mr. Thos. Thurstans and Mr. John Dates, and the

If)irstpeal in this system ever rung with 240 bobs and 2 doubles. Conducted by Mr. Thos.
ay.

From the Sonne Peal-book.—*On May 18, 1846, was rung at the Church of St. Martin’s,
Birmingham, ba/ the society attached'to thatcf)lace, an excellent peal of Stedman’s triples,
comprising 5040 changes, which was executed in 2hours and 53 minutesJam es Jarvis,
treble; Emmanuel Stokes, 2; William Andrew, 3; Joseph Spencer, 4; John James, 5;
Nathan Blunt, 6; Henry Johnson, 7; Henry Whitworth, tenor. The peal was ably’con-
ducted by Mr. Henry Johnson. The above peal is the original production of Mr. Thomas
Thurstans, and was the greatest improvement up to the above date, inasmuch as it contains
240 bobs and 2 common singles only, and the first time ofits being rung.”

From Bell's Life, March 28th, 1S52.—*Change-ringing, Birmingham. On Tuesday last
the St. Philip’s Society of Change-ringers succeeded in ringing, at St. Philip’s, Birmingham,
Mr. T. Thurstan’s original peal of Stedman Triples, consisting of 5040 changes, with 240
bobs and 2 common singles. The performers were:—J. Perks, treble; J.” Deer, 2; C.
Shaw, 3; J. Bannister, 4; J. Day, o; J. Robinson, 6; W. Chattel!, 7; F. James, tenor.
The peal was composed in one part or lesson, havin?v'59 courses with bobs only, the two
singles being in the last course. 1t was conducted by Mr. W. Chattell, and rung in 3 hours

10 minutes.~ Weight of tenor, 29 cwt.”

‘Our Rings of Twelve and their Condition.’

Sir,—Wi.ith regard to the objection made to the notes of many of the
tenors in my list of twelve-hell rings, I can only observe that it seems to toe
that the standard pitch by which they are to be judged is probably open to
controversy. As | know that there are no more indefinite quarrels than
those of musical people, I do not in any way wish to argue the point, but will
only remark that the notes given by me are in no way expressions of my own
opinion, but copied from the works of Shipway, Hubbard, &c., and in several
cases from the returns of peals rung in the different towers by local societies.
| think that most of your readers will see that a discrepancy in opinion pointed
out in such a matter can hardly be considered as a ground from which doubt
may be cast on the correctness of tlie more material points in the list. As
regards the Halifax tenor, | had its note given me by the ringers when I was
ringing there lately, and consider that if the bell is nearer D than E, it is
preferable to call it D sharp rather than E flat. Jaspek W. Snowdon.

Ringing at Grappenhall Parish Church, Cheshire.

On Saturday, the 13th inst., by the kind invitation of Messrs. Reynolds
and Fairhurst, wardens of the above church, to whom the greatest praise is
due for the exertions they are making to promote the noble art of change-
ringing, and also for the good example setto the wardens of the adjoining
parishes, who,we hope, will exertthemselves in the same praiseworthy manner;
three bands of ringers visited the above church and took partin the after-
noon’s proceedings. The first peal was rung by the Daresbury ringers, who
rang a peal of Single Bob Minor (first attempt) in 27J mins., being the first
peal of Minor rung upon the bells for 15 years; the ringers of St. Paul’s,
'Warrington, followed with a peal of Grandsire Doubles; next a select band
from Liverpool. After partaking of refreshment, kindly provided by the
wardens, the Daresbury ringers gave another peal of Bob Minor in 26j mins.,
Weight of tenor, 13 cwt.—Reported.

Muffled Ringing at Mersham, Kent.

On Sunday, May 14th, after the funeral of Mr. Wm. Attaway, late gardener
to Sir Windham Knatchbull of Mersham Hatch, and for many years one of
the band of ringers at Mersham Church, three muffled peals were rung as a
token of regard for hismemory: 1 peal of Plain Bob Minor, with 26 singles and
4 bobs; 1peal of Plain Bob Minor, with 18 bobs and 2 singles ; and 1 peal of
Kent Treble Bob; the last peal with the bells muffled on one side only.—
Reported.

Change-ringing at Clyst St. George, Devon.

On Saturday afternoon, the 20th inst., eight members of tlie Guild of
Devonshire Ringers, from St. Sidwell’s, Exeter, paid their respects to the
venerable Rector, and gratified him and the villagers by ringing various
courses of Grandsire Doubles—viz. six-score changes—each course being
struck in five minutes. The total number of courses was sixteen. The
ringers (interchangeably) were S. B. Peardon, W. H. Marsh, C. Daniels,
WT. B. Fulford, Esq., J. ft. Alford, W. G. Goss, E. Sheppard, W. 0. Marsh.
Weight of tenor, 13 cwt. Conducted by W. H. Marsh.—Reported.

[We are very pleased to record this marked progress of scientific change-
ringing in Devonshire: we hope soon to report peals of Triples rung on the
noble bells of St. Sidwell’s, where we understand the above—genuine Youths
—are steadily persevering to accomplish such a performance.—Ed.]

The Society of Framland Ringers, Leicestershire.

This Society held its first Annual Meeting at Croxton ICerrial on Wed-
nesday, 17th May. There were about fifty ringers present from the parishes
in union—viz. Buckminster, Croxton Kerrial, Eaton, Hose, Melton Mowbray,
and Waltham. During the course of the afternoon and evening several
touches and call-changes were rung. The Society being still young no com-
plete peal was attempted. Evensong was said at 5.30, at which all the ringers
were present. A short but excellent sermon was preached by the Rev. G. S.
Ebsworth, the Yicar of the parish, at whose instance the old bells of Ibis
church have been rehung and a new one added. It now possesses a very
musical ring of six. The work was done by Messrs. Taylor & Co., Lough-
borough. The day’s proceedings were concluded by a supper in the school-
room. D. AY. Babkett, Hon. See.

W aterloo Society, London.

Notice to Members.—In consequence of there being evening service at
Waterloo on Thursdays, the meetings will in future take place on Wednesday
evenings, at eight o’clock. J. H. Digisy.

Received.—It. Williams—Letter destroyed. S. slater. Jos. key. Slienstquc—Not
received. Constant Reader—No address inclosed. Plain Lead—Get Troyte, or Hubbard,
or Banister’s books. It. M. Morrison—We do not go in for the archéeology of bells.
Maurice Lloyd. W. I. Lush—Will be answered. 8. Marsh, J. T. F.
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CORRESPONDENCE.
A Suggestion.
fSrE, The motion of Lord Granville in the Upper House, and the action

of Convocation, having brought the Burials Question into fresh prominence,
there is a suggestion which | should like to see ventilated, and which | beg
to take this opportunity of submitting to your readers. But a few words on
the general question must introduce it.

The objection to Mr. Morgan’s Bill is often put thus : Are we to have,
e.g., Mormon rites in a churchyard ? An extreme case, of course ; but still
a possible one.

Well, but as the law now stands the alternative is, the clergyman must
bury the Mormon (not being formally excommunicate, or a suicide of sound
mind) with the full rites of the Church.

Then there is the case of those dying unbaptized, which, so far from
being extreme, was just that which gave occasion for the first draft of the
measure now known as Mr. Morgan’s. | allude to a particular instance in
the county of Norfolk somewhere about the year 1800. Something must be
done to meet this case; some concession made, if more radical changes are
to be avoided.

If we are not to concede liberty for burial in our churchyard with rites
other than those of tlie Church, we must have more liberty ourselves (to
meet such cases as the above).

Much more, if we arc to concede liberty as above, ought a measure of
liberty with due safeguards to be conceded to us; or all the ‘black sheep’
would he turned over to us to bury, as at present.

It seems, then, that some change is inevitable. If the proposal for
change is to come from the side of the Church, it is manifest that a minimum
of change would have the maximum chance of being carried.

Leaving, then, everything else in our service as at present, my suggestion
is to add to the prayers at the grave the Collect for Easter Eve, and possibly
that also for Innocents’ Day, and to the four prayers so standing next before
‘ The Grace,’to prefix the rubric, Then shall the minister say one or more of these
prayers following. It would prove, | submit, as little invidious to use aDy
one or two of them, as it now is to read iu the church Ps. xxxix. and not
Ps. xe., or vice versa, after the rubric which directs lone or both ’ of those
psalms to be read.

But Convocation being at present empowered to deal
rubrics, the above suggestion might be modified as follows.
after the Lords Prayer in the order of Burial of the Dead.
minister say one or both, of these prayersfollowing.
for Easter Eve and Easter Day.
‘The Grace,” dt.

| should have liked also to see an alternative lesson provided (if only to
confirm the principle of alternation), and the words of committal to the
ground made general, as might easily be done after the form prescribed
for tbe Burial of the Dead at Sea, But in the multitude of our legislative
counsellors and councils, the smaller a proposed change the greater its
chance of passing. The existing words of committal are on high authority
explained in a general sense.

As for those dying unbaptized, if the above hardly meets their case,
surely a brief rubric could he agreed upon, that if deceased were unbapdzed
it should be lawful for the minister to use at the grave a short service, but
containing ntohing not to be found in Holy Scripture or in the Book of
Common Prater.

lu favour of my suggestion are— (1) something is called for; (2) it would
involve but a rubric or two; (3) it would quietly ease the consciences of many
of us; while (4), to use your own words, Sir, in the leader signed ‘G. V.” on
20th ult., 1doing nothing offensively.'

Some names would add weight to a proposition. Not so mine. En-
closing my card, | simply subscribe myself—one of the class chiefly affected—

A Village Yicar.
Lord Sandon’s Educational Bill.

Sir,—When such a clear-headed and honest-hearted statesman as Mr.
Forster beeame persuaded that the country was ripe for an enactment of
compulsory education, it seems strange that he should have felt it necessary
to call into existence a new and expensive machinery by the election of
School Boards, when there were just the very boards fit and willing to
undertake the work.

Now that Lord Sandon seeks to give compulsory powers to Boards of
Guardians, it seems strange that he should overlook an instrument equally
fitted to his hand. He proposes to send ‘the wastrels,” or juvenile waifs, to
Industrial Schools, which are reformatories, few in number, and supported by
voluntary efforts; while there are the Poor-house Schools, also industrial,
rate-paid, under the control of the Guardians, and only half filled, ready to
receive them.

In this Union tbe school is fitted to receive sixty children, and could be
easily made to receive as many morp. At present there are only forty,
leaving room for the immediate reception of twenty more. And such an
increase would much increase the efficiency of the school, and probably raise,
through an increased grant, the salaries of master and mistress.

I would suggest, then, that his Lordship should add the words,*or to the
workhouse school’ after ‘industrial schools,” in the Bill shortly to he dis-
cussed in Parhament. A Chaplain of an Union in the West,

The Chantry, Bradford-on-Avon, May 30th, 1876.

only with the

Rubric next
Then shall the
Or he may say the Collects
Or thatfor the Holy Innocents. After which,

School Rates.

Sir,—Tam anxious to get some information about parochial schools in
existence before Mr. Forster’s Act. | have been told by a Dissenter that
ratee for maintaining such schools were levied frequently. He particularly
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mentions the parishes of Richmond and Riekmansworth, in both of which he
was for some time resident. Can any of your readers tell me if, under the

old system prior to the Elementary Education Act, any such rates were
known? 8. G. B.

Sie—May | through the columns of Church Bells sincerely thank an
unknown clerical brother in England who most kindly keeps me regularly
supplied with your valuable paper? Only the isolated and far-off missionary
can fnlly appreciate such kind thoughtfulness.

| would not trespass upon your space, but that | have lost both the name
and address of my benefactor. Reginald M. Johnson.

The Parsonage, Pouch Cove, Newfoundland.

‘A Subscriber to G. B."—We can only say that we are sorry to bear of
your unfortunate experience. We advise you to repeat your claim.

Received also.—A Sunday-school Teacher.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Change-ringing at St. Luke’s Church, Liverpool.

Sje,—In your issue of Saturday last | see a letter signed by ‘Robert
Wi illiams,” also one signed by ‘James Egerton,” of St. Nicholas’ Society,
Liverpool. Would you kindly oblige me by inserting this letter also, which,
| think, must convince them both that they are entirely in tbe wrong ? In the
case of Robert Williams you will observe, that although he took upon
himself the responsibility of denying the peal, yet (even in his letter of the
20th inst.) he fails to state when and where or what was wrong with the peal;
for the simple reason, I presume, that he cannot. You will further notice
that he still makes mention of ‘other ringers,” as though he were not able to
cany out his own ideas without their assistance. As regards him expressing
a hope “that | will be more concise,” my advice to him would be not to make
himself so forward, and to leave all such matters as those to your superior
judgment; also, never to attempt to contradict another peal until such time as
he is able to give a thorough, straightforward, and truthful explanation of the
same.

In the case of James Egerton, who says that ‘he can bear out the state-
ments of “ A Ringer,” to be quite true in every respect, | can at once prove
such a statement on his part to bo entirely false, by asking him what he
means by bearing out the statement (as made by .V Ringer’) that ‘the bells
were keptfgoing and brought round just for the sake of calling it a peal,’
while he (James Egerton) in his letter says that ‘he listened to the three
attempts and heard about 3000 changes, and then walked away in disgust?’
How, then, | ask him, could he have heard the bells brought round? And
now, Sir, after this | think very few of your readers will think the ringing in
question a mock performance, but rather think him to be a jealous-minded
man or an inexperienced and untruthful ringer.

I must here inform you that I am given to understand that there is a
spirit of jealousy existing in many of the ringers in this town towards the
lingers at St. Luke’s Church, who, from the time they learnt to ling a bell
(some four and a half years ago) up to the present time have been voluntary
ringers; which cause, 110 doubt, coupled with the fact that they (St. Luke’s
ringers and their friends) were the fil'st to ring the peal in this town, accounts
for the existing jealousy.

In conclusion, I would endeavour to encourage St. Luke’s ringers not to
be disheartened on account of having been misrepresented (as | know they
have been), but rather to treat such persons as Robert Williams and
James Egerton with silent contempt, when they, finding themselves so
treated, will no doubt learn for the future to give

20 Durham Place, Roscoe Bane, Liverpool.

[We now close the correspondence.—E d.]

H onour to whom H onour.

Another Plea for “Campanology.’

Sir,—I cannot agree with those who would discard a well-sounding word,
established by long use, merely because it is of hybrid formation. ‘Mineralogy’
is every whit as “mongrel " as ‘campanology; yet so classical a writer as Sir
Thomas Browne speaks of ‘mineralogists.” Moreover, there are the late
Greek words, eagra.va (campana) and KK/zvavcchiov (campanarion), used for
‘bell and ‘bell-tower;’ so that there is more to be said for ‘campanology ’
than for “mineralogy,’ from the purists’point of view. J. T. F.

[Going through all the otlogies alphabetically, from archieology to zoology,
we believe campanology and mineralogy are the only two mongrels in use ; so
that they are in a minority; and we might as well say bellology. But we
shall do no such thing, preferring the use of plain English, leaving others to
do as they please.—Ed.]

Stedman’s Caters at St. Margaret’s, Westminster.

Sir,—In your notice a fortnight since of this peal | find a remark that it is
believed to be the shortesttime in which apeal on ten bells has been rung. This,
| beg to say, is an error, unless it refer to peals of Stedman alone, in which
case it may be true. As regards peals of Caters in general |1 have rung in
two, which occupied much less time: one of 5075, on Nov. 21st. 1819, was
completed in 2 hrs. 57 mins., at Christ Church—tenor, 23 cwt. 3 qrs 1G1b.;
another at Wednesbury, March 19th, 1855, in 2 hrs. 54 mins.—tenor, 24 cwt.;
which Ximagine is the shortest time on record. Of course, the weight and
hanging of the bells has much to do with the time occupied in the completion
of peals. | may also say that 5040 Grandsire Triples have been rung on the
light eight of our twelve in 2 hrs. 23 mins.; and one of Grandsire Cinques,
5082 charges, in the short space of 3 hrs. 4 ruins. Sajiuel Marsh.

West Bromwich.
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Change-ringing at Hatfield, Doncaster, Yorkshire.

At the restoration of the church it was thought desirable to rehang the
bells. Three gentlemen voluntarily came to the need : one to contribute the
greater part of the new frame, and the others a bell each. The ring now
consists of eight fine-toned and musical bells, which were opened by tbe
ringers of St. George’s Church, Doncaster, at Christmas, 1874, with some
rejoicings. There could not then be found in tbe parish eight men who
could ring a round peal with decency as to time and order, and as to the art
of change-ringing by method, did not know the meaning, until there came to
the villase Mr. IV. A. Tyler, a member of the Society of Change-ringers.
Mr. Tyler at once went to work with seal, energy, and love. With equal zeal
and earnestness did his companions and pupils enter upon their duties, deter-
mined by perseverance and encouraged by the ditty they learned in boyhood:—

“1f at once you don’t succeed,’
To ‘Try, try, and try again,’

until they become masters of the art of ringing. In this they have so far
been rewarded with unaccountable success, for in thirteen weeks they were
well masters of Bob Doubles, called in any way; and after a further practice of
only twenty weeks, they, 011 Wednesday, the ilth instant” succeeded in com-
pleting a true peal of Bob Minor, 18 bobs and 2 singles, consisting of 720
changes, in 80 mins. The following were the members, all residing in the
village;—.!. Hemsworth, treble: 0. Phillipson, 2nd; T. J. Smith, drd; W.
Gregory, 4th; W. A. Tyler, 5th; G. Ledger, tenor. Conducted by W. A,
Tyler. The above peal is the first which has been rung on these bells, and
the first ever rung by any resident in Hatfield, the conductor excepted. At
the commencement the inhabitants were rather severely censorious at the oft-
repeated breakdowns, but they now exchange their condemnation to commen-
dation. and some short time ago showed their practical appreciation hy
subscribing for a set of hand-bells for the use of the ringers. Much praise is
due both to the teacher and the taught for their joint and individual assiduity.
Their present success urges them on, and their determination is now more
ardent to achieve even higher attainments.— Communicated.

Ringing at St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green.

On Thursday, May llth, eight members of the Ancient Society of College
Youths rang at St. Matthew’s Church, Bethnal Green, London, a peal of
Kent Treble Bob Major, containing 5181 changes, in 3 brs. 14 mins.; viz.;
W. Jones, treble; M. A. Wood, 2nd; It. French, 3rd; F. Bate, 4th; G.
Dorington, 5th; A. Cresser, Birmingham, (1th; T. Hattersley, Sheffield, 7th;
E. Horrex, tenor. The peal was composed by Mr. H. W. Haley, and con-
ducted by Thomas Hattersley, Sheffield.

Ringing at Wolstanton, North Staffordshire.
On Thursday, the 18th May, the ringers of St. Margarget’s Church rang
a true peal of Court Bob, consisting of 720 changes, on the bells of their
church, this being tbe first in this method ever rimg in the district. The
time, 20 mins. The ringers were:— T. Gleaves, treble; J. Wooton, 2nd; W.
Miller, jun., 3rd ; S. Spencer, 4th; R. A. Ledward, 5tli; J. Bowyer, tenor.
Conducted by J. Bowyer.—Reported.

Change-ringing at W hitefield, near Manchester.

On Saturday, May 37th, tbe undermentioned mixed band of Change-
ringers rang on the bells of All Saints’ Church Mr. E. Taylor’s six-part peal
of Grandsire Triples, consisting of 5040 changes, with the (ith at home every
42 changes, and the Oth and 7th at home every 210 changes, and the 5th, Oth,
and 7th at home every 840 changes (vide Wm. Shiptvay’s Campanologia, Part
I11., p. 59). The time occupied beiDg 3 hrs. 1 min. Conducted by Mr. J.
Eckersley, of the Parish Church, Bolton, with the performers stationed as
follows:—J. Eckersley, treble; N. Farnworth, 2nd; J. Seddon, 3rd; T.
Ridings, 4th; 11 Tliornley, 5th; W. Warburton, Oth; W. Rhodes, 7th;
E. Arrowsmith, tenor. Weight of tenor, 2-} owt Communicated.

The Vicar of Hambledon, Horndean, would feel obliged to any brother
clergyman, who may have Rules for his Ringers, to send him a copy, as he
wishes to reform his belfry and have none but church-goers.

ROYAL CUMBERLAND SOCIETY.
(Late London Scholars.)

A Sketch of the Ringino Life and W orks of Mr. George Gross, Jun., of
L ondon, many years a Member of this Society.

(The only Son of G. Gross, Sen.)
By H. Dains, Hon. Sec.

Sir,—In presenting your readers with the works of G. Gross, jun., |
venture to say, that if tlie history of Ringing were searched from its com-
mencement there are not to be found, as father and son, two such wonderful
ringers as the subjects of a former and the present sketch. There are ringers
of the present day who have rung more peais than either of the Grosses; but
it is not only tbe number of peals of these men—it is that they were, ‘each in
bis turn,” most eminent composers and conductors of peals, and that amongst
these peals there are some of the most magnanimous performances, which,
‘when superseded,’will ever mark important epochs in the history of Change-
ringing, ami for which. | think, the memory of these men is well deserving
the publicity now given to their works.

The following numbers, compared with those corresponding in list of
0. G,, sen. (Church Bells, April 29th!, will show the 49 peais father and son
rang together, viz.—74*, 82, 84. 85, 83, 87*, 89. 00, 91, 93*, 95, 96, 97*, 98,
99*, 102, 104*, 105, 107*, 108*, 109*, llu*. 111* 113*, 115*tf, 117, 118. 119,
120, 122,123, 124, 127, 128*, 129, 180*, 131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 136, 137,
138*, 139, 140, 141, 142.
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Now, Sir, G. Gross, jun., was the first man in tbe Society—and perhaps in
London—who at the same time rang and conducted Holt’s original peal of
Grandsire Triples, and, therefore, appended to the record of that performance,
here represented by No. 90, is the following rather flowery remark:—*This
peal contains 148 bobs and 2 double, and the dividing it into parts, or
courses, for the purpose of retaining it in memory for calling, is a matter that
has baffled all the skill and penetration of the present age, upwards of 40
years; but has now been rang and called by G. Gross, jun., with the same
ease and pleasure as a common peal.” The foregoing, together with the
following, forms the complete list of peals rung hy G. G., jun., who com-
menced his peal-ringing career in a peal of Grandsire Caters, and his first
and last performances in Bub-calling were at St. Matthew's, Bethnal Green.

3
oo
No. Date. Method. Place. Tirao.
<1
X h.m.
1 April 8 1798 5040 Grandsire Triples* St. Mary, Watford 316
2 March5, 1804- 5117 Grandsire Cinques f*  Christ Church, Spitalfields 4 4
3 April 14,1504 7104 Treble, 12 in* Christ Church, Spitalfields 540
4 June 13, 1804 5024 Treble, 8 in** Chelmsford, Essex 332
(6th-place bobs.
0 Nov. 17,1504 5039 Grandsire Caters St. Leonard, Shoreditch 335
6 Feb. 26,1805 6121 Stedman Caters** St. Leonard, Shoreditch 4 12
7 July 20,1506 5056 Treble, 8in **f Waltham Abbey 316
S Dec. 20, 1806 6334 Stedman Cinques**  Christ Church, Spitaifields 4 55
9 Mar. 9, 1807 5057 Grandsire Caters™  St. Dunstan, Stepney 343
10 Mar. 13,1807 5080 Treble, Sin** St. Dunstan, Stepney 355
11 Nov. 30,1807 5390 Grandsire Cinques**f St. Leonard, Shoreditch 4 2
Note.—Opening day
of the 12 bells.
12 Dec. 5,1807 1248 Treble, 12 in* Hand-bell performance 12
*Said to be an unparal-
leled performance.”
13 Mar. 8, 1808 5049 Stedman-Caters** St. Mary-le-Bow 354
14 July 4,1808 15040 Grandsire Caters**!  All Saints, Hertford 331
15 Nov. 13,1808 5040 Grandsire Triples* St. Giles-in-the-Fields 255
16 Dec. 9,1 6000 Treble. 12 in** St. Leonard, Shoreditch 433
17 Feb. 19, 1810 5040 GrandsirgTQBIes* St. Andrew, Holborn 322
18  Apr. 26, 1811 524S Treble, 8 in St. Matthew, Bethnal Green 3 18
19 Feb. IS, 1811 5248 Treble, 8 in** K. Edward Conf.’s Chap. Royal 3 26
20 Feb. 8,6 1812 5424 Treble, 12in** St. Martin-in-tlie-Fields 414
21 Sept. 19, 1812 5040 Grandsire Triples*  Waltham Abbey 314
22 Nov. 23, 1S12 5040 Grandsire Triples * All Saints, Edmonton 325
23 Dec. 28, 1812 5856 Bob Major **, St. Matthew, Bethnal Green 345
24 Jan. 9,1S13 5039 Graudsire Caters** St Leonard, Shoreditch 338
25 Jan. 24,1813 5040 Bob Royal** St. Alphage, Greenwich 337
26 Apr. 12,1813 5024 Treble, Sin** St. Matthew, Betbnal Green 315
27 Feb. 15,1817 5039 Grandsire Caters** St Leonard, Shoreditch 326
28 Sept. 7, 1817 5040 Grandsire Triples* St. Mary, Lewisham_ 3 8
29 Dec. 13,1817 5000 Treble, 10 in** St Leonard, Shoreditch 329
30 Feb. 16, 1818 8448 Treble, 8in* All Hallows, Barking 525
31 Sept. 24, 1818 5000 Treble, 10in* Stroudwater, Gloucester 32
32 Sept. 25, ISIS 5200 Treble, 10in* Paiswick, Gloucester 33
33 Dec. 5 ISIS 6360 Ti-eble, 10in * St. Margaret, Westminster 425
34 Feb. 11819 5120 Treble, Sin* St. Dunstan-in-the-East 330
35 Sept. 24, 1S19 52S0  Treble, 10in* St. Alphage, Greenwich 334
36 Aug. 4,1S19 5213 Grandsire Cinques*! Quex House 389
37 Sept. 26, 1819 5056 Treble, Sin** St. Matthew, Bethnal Green 313
Oct. 4,1819 5056 Treble, 8 in** St. Mary, Croydon . 37
39 Dec. 27,1819 5120 Treble, Sin** St. Matthew, Bethnal Gi-een 317
40 Jan. 9,1S20 5120 Treble, 8 in** St. Matthew, Bethnal Green 316
41 June 13, 1S20 5080 Treble, 10in ** St. John, Southwark 334
42 Nov. 25,1820 5120 Treble, 10it. * St. Leonard, Shoreditch 342
43 Sept, 24, 1 5080 Treble, 10 in ** Kingston, Surrey 325
44 Jan. 21,1821 5024 Treble, Sin**! St. George-in-the-East 323
45 Feb. 6,181 6208 Treble, 8in* St. Mary, Islington 3 58
46 May 13, 1821 5120 Treble, 8 in**! St. Peter, Mitcham 312
47 Mar. 11, 1S2 5040 Grandsire Triples *|  St. George-in-the-East 325
48 Dec. 15, 1822 5056 Treble, 8 in ** St. Matthew, BethLal Green 317
49 May 19, 1823 5213 Granrisire Cinques**! St. Leonard, Shoreditch 3 47
50 July 3,61823 5094 Grandsire Caters**!  All Saints, Poplar 329
51 Jan. 3, 1824 5t39 Grandsire Caters St. Leonard, Shoreditch 334
52 Dec. 5,1825 5200 Treble, 10in All Saints, Pog)lar . 335
53 May 6, 1826 Treble, 12in * St. Leonard, Shoreditch 4 5
54  Apr. 30, 5120 Treble, 8in* St. John, Hackney 32
55 Feb. 16, 1529 5015 Grandsire Cinques* Chrlst_Church, Middlesex 3 58
56 May 24, 129 5040 Treble, 10in* All Saints, Poplar 325
57 Nov. 28,1829 5120 Treble, 10 in*! St. James, Bermondsey 336
58 Dec. 9 1S29 5360 Treble, 10in * All Saints, Poplar 343
59 May 30, 1S30 5292 Stedman Caters** All Saints, Poplar 331
60 Dec. 12,1831 5040 Grandsire Triples*  St. John, Hackney 312

Notes.
* Peals conducted. ** Peals composed and conducted,
f First peals on the bells.
ff First peals on the bells in the method by ten men only.
[ Curious: four fathers and four sons formed the band,
j Curious. This peal contains as many courses as weeks in a year, as
many leads as days in a year, aud as many changes as hours in eight months.

No. 36.—Q.uex House, Isle of Tlianet, Kent, Appended to the record of
this, ‘The only peal rang on the bells,”is the following:—*The like is not to
be found in the three kingdoms, of a private.gentleman erecting a steeple,
and having a ring of twelve bells for his own amusement, nor a ring of twelve
of that light weight hung for ringing, viz. 15| ewt. in the key of F (which is
still correct).’

No. 37.—This peal was by desire of Mai. Channon, being his last peal,
and a member of the Society' for 52 years, who was then 72 years of age, and
the only one now able to ring of the five survivors of the hand that rang the
celebrated peal at Shoreditch.

Nos. 31 and 32.—The first peals in the method in the West of England.

Received:—J110. Harris. G. Mann.
requested to he courteous and not ir patient.

G. Reeves. J. Aspinall. Correspondents are
B. K-table will hear direct.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

The Diaconate.

Sir,— As areader of Church Bells | have been interested in the subject of
tho ‘Extension of the Diaconate,” which has been at times discussed. May |
be allowed to suggest a few ideas on the point?

Firstly, as to precedent. Does it not appear that George Herbert was
ordained a deacon some years before his admission to the priesthood, and
before he had made up his mind to proceed to the latter office ? (See his life
by I/.aak Walton.)

Secondly. It seems, from what | have read, that many would appear to
be- under the apprehension that some alteration in the existing law has to he
waited for, before anything can be done. Now the law, as it stands, forbids, 1
believe, any one in holy orders to be engaged in trade, &e. <fcc, and a short
Act repealing this, so far as deacons are concerned, would, | suppose, be all
that is required. It is quite true, therefore, that persons engaged in profesm
sions and trades, &c., cannot, without an alteration of tlie present law, be
admitted to tbe Diaconate, i. e. until they have givenup their secular callings.
But are there”not many persons who might at once, supposing they possess the
proper qualifications (See Acts, vi.; 1 Tim. iii.; also our Ordination Service),
be ordained deacons with the understanding that they will remain in that
order, and not look upon it as a stepping-stone to the priesthood ? | will
mention three cases which now occur to me.

1. Suppose that a clergyman should have in his parish a gentleman whose
income places him above the necessity of working for his livelihood, and who
would be willing to undertake the office of deacon—the clergyman being
at the same time glad to accept his services,—might he not be ordained,
presuming that the Bishop of the diocese would be willing to lay bands
on him ?

2. There are many lay-assistants employed throughout the country; might
not some of them be ordained deacons, and thus he made much more useful
than they can at present be ?

3. Persons in Orders may keep schools. Are there not some schoolmasters
in National and other schools who might well be admitted to the Diaconate,
and who might thus be able to assist their clergy? | know that no Govern-
ment grant could be obtained, but if a clergyman were able and willing to pay
a sum of SOI. or -101, per annum for the deacon-schoolmaster’s help, this would,
in country parishes, perhaps make up for the grant, and enable tlie school to
be maintained more distinctively as a Church school than it could be when
the earning of a Government grant has to be carried out.

Some of the Bishops will, perhaps, be willing to sanction the course above
mentioned. A Sunday-school Teacher.

Church Tracts.

Sis,—We notice in your publication of May 27 a review of our Church
Tracts. You suggest the wide distribution of them amongst Dissenters,
lassuming them to be fair extracts from the works of John Wesley." Allow
Us to say that they are extracted literally from the collected works of that
emiuent divine, as published by the Wesleyan Conference Office, Paternoster
Bow, in the year 1872. J. Chabies & Sox.

Sm.,—As | am tho sender of' Church Bells to Mr. Johnson, St.John’s,
Newfoundland, I send a line to say that | feel so glad he has acknowledged
the receipt through your paper, as Iris appreciation of it may induce others to
send their papers to some far-off missionary, A penny stamp is all that is
required, and if any one will just forego two or three shillings for some trifling
luxury and purchase stamps—Ilaying them on one side as ‘Church Bells
stamps '—1 am sure they would be amply repaid. | believe some people
destroy these papers, which seems like wasting bread. | may as well state
that | am not a ‘clerical brother,”as Mr. Johnson supposes. | hope to send
him my address in due time. Earnest.

Sir,—I thank ‘Raven’ (Church Bells, May 13, No. 281) for his correction
as to the Cathedral of St. Machar at Aberdeen being in ruins. The Episcopal
eburch was said to be dedicated to St. Mary in Church Bells of Feb. 12 last,
p. 122 ; ‘Haven 1says, St. Andrew. Would lie inform me if both dedications
are correct ? and can any of your readers fill up the remaining blanks in my
list (Church Bells, May 0, p. 2GG) ? Jno. Harris.

14 Hampton View, Larlihatl, Bath.

Bey. Henry K. Hope, Newtown 'Vicarage, Wem, Salop, would be obliged
by being informed where he could obtain grants of tracts, free or at a reduced
rate, for distribution from a box at the chuvch-door.

‘A Tows Rector.—The subject of your letter is hardly one for discussion
in a newspaper. Would it not be well to ask advice of your Bishop ?

Sir,— Gan any of your readers tell 1110 who is the publisher of a tract |
have lately seen referred to, entitled Down-silling and Up-rising ? F. 0. 31.

Received also.—Percy B. Relton ; M.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

"STEDMAN’S CATERS.
13y Jasper W. Snowdon, llkley, Yorkshire.

ALtHOttOU there is a legend that itwas not until the College Y ouths visited
Norwich, in 1785, that they heard Stedman Cinques rung, and that they then
Ibft one oftheir members. T.Blakeraore. to become acquainted with the method,
yet in the note-book of Benjamin Annable which I now have I find there-
in several touches of Stedman Caters, made, however, with the bob in fifth’s
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place. It therefore seems that, if then unknown in London, it was only tem-
porarily forgotten, and probably this visit to Norwich put the College Youths
on their mettle to obtain the first peal of a method wherein no peal had yet
been rung, but in which, however, they have subsequently accomplished many
wonderful performances.

Soon after the date of this visit to Norwich the College Youths rang the
first peal ever performed of Stedman Caters, viz. 5070 changes, which they
accomplished on Monday, May 28th, 1787, at St. John’s, Horsleydown. On
August the 23rd, in the following year, the Cumberlands rang 518-1 at
St. Leonard’, Shoreditch: this peal, | may mention, was the first which AY.
Shipway rang with this Society. In 1700 the Birmingham men rang a further
length, viz. 5292 changes, which was the first peal of Caters in this method
performed out of London. In. 1797 the Junior Cumberlands rang GOOo at
Spitalfields; which peal—by J. Noonan, if | remember right—is false. This
length was not exceeded until 1805, when the Senior Society accomplished
6129 changes on their favourite ring of ten at St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch.
This peal remained the longest on record until 1842, when the Painswick
men rang 8105 changes.

Tor many years this number was not surpassed, as, although we have
records of several.long lengths, such as 7025 by the Cumberlands at All Saints’,
Poplar, in 1840, and 7020 by the Birmingham Company at Aston, in 1850; and
again, 7023 by the first-mentioned of these Societies in 1854, at St. Clement
Danes,London; yet it was notuntil March 5th, 1859, that the Painswick length
was cut by one of 10,027 changes, accomplished by the Birmingham St. Martin s
Society in 0 hrs. 10 mins. at the Parish Church, Aston. This peal has not
yet been exceeded. Appended are the usual particulars of the most note-
worthy of the above mentioned peals :—

Record offirstp e a | “Horsleydown. In honour to a most noble, performance by the
Ancient Society of College Youths, who on Monday, May 28th, 1787, did ring, in an ex-
cellent manner, the first complete |!]Jeal of Caters upon Stedman’s principle, 5016 changes,
in 3hours and 27 minutes. May this panel transmit their names to posterity with that
of the ingenious Mr. W. Jones, on whose abilities his inimitable commentaries so happilﬁ
concludes with, “ Here the Cyme and the Panegyriststop,” and join ill onlogiums to sucl
distinguished merits. John Reeves, 1; Jolm Anderson, 2; Daniel Jenkins, 3; John
Inville, 4; Thomas Heap. 5; Nathaniel Williamson, 6 ; Allen Grant, 7; Christopher Wells, 8,
William Lowndes, 9; Paul Webb, 10. composed and call’d by Mr. Jolm Reeves.’

From the Cumberlands' Feed-book:—*'St. Leonard’s, Slioreditcli, Sat. Aug. 23rd, 1(88.
The Society rang a true peal of 5184 Grandsire Cators on Stedman’s principle in 3 hours
47 mins., beiug the second peal ever performed in that method. Composed and called by
John Reeves, treble; Jno. Frazier, 2; Geo. Gross, 3 ; Will. Shipway, 4 ; Will. Gibson, o;
Anthony Cavalier, 6 ; Thos. Morriss, 7; Jas. Purser, 8; Wm. Stephens, 9; Robt. Mann,

tenor.’

Tablet in St Philip's Belfry, Birmingham — ‘On Monday, Oct. 25, 1-00, was rung by the
St Martin’s Youthsa complete peal of Stedman Cators, com rlsm(\;NSZQZ changes, m 3houis
37 minutes, by the following persons:—Chap. Sliuter, treble; illm. Martin, 2; Josh.
Littlewood, 3; Willm. Bennett, 4; Willm. Cotton, 5; Daniel Veisey, 6;.Alcxv. Sanders, 7:
Phineas Smith, 8; Sainl. Lawrence, 9; Robt. Farmer, tenor. ~ Conducted by Charles

From theJunior Cumberlands' Peal-book:—‘Christ Church, Spitalfields, Monday, 13 Novr.
1797. The Society rang in 4 hours and 15 minutes a true and complete peal of Grandsire
Caters on Stedman’s principle, containing 6003 changes, being the greatest number ever
achieved in that method. Performed by Jno. Noonan, treble; Hy. Symondson, 2;
Josp. Ladley, 3; Jno. Harris Bokev, 4; "Willm. Williams, 5; Sami.” Garrett, G; Wm
Tyler, 7; Wm. Trope, S; Thos. Oreddcn, 9; Wm. Fletcher, tenor. Composed and called
by Mr. Jno. Noonan. This performance will remain a lasting honour to the Society, and
an example worth{ to be imitated by posterity.”

Tablet in St. Leonarel's Belfry,” Shoreditth: — *Cumberland Youths. On Tuesday,
26 February, 1805, the above Society rung in this steeple a true and complete peal,
consisting 0f 0129 changes of Stedman’Caters, being the most ever rung iu that intricate
method, in 4 hours aud 12 minutes. The performers were G. Gross, ti'eble; Willtn.
Shipway, 2; SI. Cowling, 3; W. Bland, 4 ; Js. Stichbury, 5; P. Jones, 6; W. Richard-
son, 7; Jno Hints, S; Anthy. Cavalier, 9; P. Pilgrim, tenor. The above peal was com-
posed and called by Mr. G. Gross.” i X

Tablet in Painswick Church Belfry, Gloucestershire:—*This tablet was erected to comme-
morate a peal of Stedman Caters, containing 8105 changes, rung January 25th, 1842, in
5hours and 10 minutes, by the following artists :—Jas. Morris, treble; Oh’. Estcourt, 2;
Jno. Wheeler, 3; Jermh. Birt, 4; Win. Smith, 5; Hny. Wheeler, 6; Jas Chandler, i;
Win. Estcourt, 8; Jas. Savo?, 9; Jas. Hallewell, tenor. Composed and conducted by
William Estcourt. James Andrews, Master.”

From the Records of the Birmingham St. Martin's Society:— ‘March 8th, 1859. Iho
following extraordinary feat was performed by a miscellaneous company on the bells .of
the Parish Church, Aston. A peal of Caters on Stcdman’s principle, embracing 10,047
changes, which was completed iu a masterly sf&lle in _six hours and sixteen minutes by
the following persons:—John Perks, treble; Amos Cresser, 2; Wm. Haywood, 3; John
Bannister, 4; Chas. Shaw, 5; Thos. Macdonald, 6 ; Wm. Chattel! 7; Robert Wright, 8 ;
Joseph Spencer, 9 ; Jesse Cutler, tenor. The above peal was rung single-handed, and
what*eminently combines to enrich this performance is, it was rung at the first attempt,
and is the greatest number of changes ever completed in this intricate system. Composed
for this occasion by Henry Johnson, and ably conducted by John Perks.”

Date Touch at King’s Norton.

On Whit-Monday four members of the King’s Norton Society of Cluinge-
ringers visited Bromsgrove (Worcestershire), and. assisted hy four of tlie local
ringers, succeeded in ringing 1876 Grandsire Triples—the date of the present
year—in 1 lir. 10 mins. Tlie ringers were:—W. Hancox, treble; T. N.
Stunter, 2nd; G. Hayward, 3rd; E. Cramp, 4th; Wr. S. Pritchett, 5th; J.
Wriglit. 0th; W. Duffill, 7th ; J. Parry, tenor. Composed hy Mr. Henry John-
son, sen., of Birmingham, and conducted hy W. S. Pritchett. — Communicated,

fOur Rings of Twelve and their Condition.’

Sir,—In reply to the letter by {Truth "in your issue of the 20th ult,—
there are two sides to every question, and the notes of Tenor hells have long
been disputed. Mr. Snowdon is correct in all instances hut Birmingham—
St. Giles, London, Ipswich, and Worcester taking the old pitch of the notes,
which is the correct one in bell matters. If the present rcaerr/-pitch note be
required, the few that ‘Truth’ names are correct. | have taken the old
mediaeval tenor in E (which nearly coincides with the present eoneert-pitch
E) as my basis, and tried the note of all the tenors of the rings of twelve
which | give in the table below. Boughly, you may take any tenor to he half
a tone higher than the present concert-pitcb, and safely quote the ring as in
that key. Otherwise the far-famed ring of ten at Exeter Cathedral (tenor,
07 cwt. 1 gr. 18 Ibs.) is no longer in B flat, but in A; and the rings at St.
Alban’s and Gloucester Cathedrals, with tenors respectively of 30 cwt. and
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20 cwt., are no longer in E flat, but in ID, if we are to go by tbe concert-pitch.
For the sake of comparison | keep to Sir. Snowdon’s order and numbers, and
add date of the oldest bell in the ring:—

Tenor. Concert- Date of
No. Church. Town. pitch  Oldest Remarks. No.
Weight.  Note. Note. Bell.
Cwts.
1 St. Bride Loudon 28 about D Dflat 1710 1
2 StJohn Cirencester 28 ,, D Dflat 1715 2
3 St Martin London 34, D Dflat 1726 3
4 St. Michael .. London 4, C B 1729 4
5 St Saviour .. London .. 52 B Bflat 1735 5
6 St. Mary Cambridge 29 026 D Dijlat 1724 frath 0
7 St Martin Birmingham 36 124 D flat c 1758 gita,gf 7
8 St. Peter Norwich .. 41 about Cc B 1775 8
9 St Giles-. London 36, D flat C 1772 9
10 St. Chad Shrewsbury 4L 1 0 C B 1798 10
11 St. Leonard .. London 31 about D J) hat 1739 11
12 st. Nicholas -  Liverpool .. 41 C B 1813 12
13 Waterloo Tower QuexPark.. 15 F E 1528  a 13th bell 13
14 st. Mary Painswick.. 20 2 22 D Djlat 1731 14
15 st Mary Oldham 33 about D Dflat 1880 . 15
16 St. Peter Leeds 3B, C B 141 al3tlibell 16
17 Cathedral York .. 3 3 9 C B 1844 17
IS Christ .. W. Bromwich 23 about E E hat 1847 al3thbell 18
19 St.John Halifax " E flat D 1787 al3thbell 19
20 St. Mary Ipswicli 30 2 0 Dflat C 1610 20
21 St. Peter Sheffield .. 41 about C B 1798 frath 21
22 St. Peter St. Albans 24 D Dhat 1729 (g?]‘are‘ 22
23 Cathedral Worcester .. 49 0 0 D D hat 1869 3ext.’ljuells i
24 st. Mary Bristol 48 about B B 1622  rather flat 24
These two ring; are not pealable:—

25 Town Hall Rochdale 50about D flat C 1S70 25
20 Town Hall Bradford - 87 0 0 A Aflat 1873 al3thbell 26
Those two rings are now destroyed :—

27 Cathedral York 59 to 63 B B flat 27
25 ) Christs, 1 London 44about D flat C 2S

t Spitalfields j

No. (i tenor has a diameter of 4 ft. 7f in.; No. 17, 5 ft. 5in.; No. 22,
4 ft. 2in.; No. 23, 5ft. 3in.; No. 24, 5ft. 4in.; No. 20, 0 ft. of in.

At some future time | purpose to publish a history of the above lings,
together with those of the cathedrals and minsters of the United Kingdom.

St. Mary’s Collegiate Church, Stafford, of which you gave a N.AV. view and
description at p. 289 of your issue for May 20, has a ring of eight; tenor, F,
20 ewt., cast by Henry Bagley, 1742; and a Sanctus-bell, cast by Thomas
Haneox in 1622. Jno. Harris.

Change-ringing at Shenstone.

On Monday, March 20, a mixed company rang on the bells of the church
of St. John Baptist, Shenstone, a true peal of Grandsire Triples, consisting
of 5010 changes, in 0 hrs. 1 min. The ringers were as follows—F. Sedgwick,
treble; F. Cope, 2nd ; E. Lightwood, 3rd; W. Walker, 4th; W. Eoyals, 5th ;
W. Hallsworth, Oth; J. Key, 7th; F. Statham, tenor. Conducted by Mr. W.
Hallsworth. This is the second peal ever rung on these bells, the first heing
rung in the year 1864 by the Birmingham Society. Weight of tenor, 14 cwt.,
key 0.— Reported.

Handbell-ringing, Birmingham.

On Thursday evening, June 1, four members of St. Martin's Association
of Cliange-ringers met at the residence of Mr. H. Johnson, sen., and succeeded
in ringing on the hand-bells (retained in hand) Holt's original one-part peal
of Grandsire Triples, with two singles in the last four leads, containing 5040
changes, in 2 lirs. 30 mins. The ringers were :—J. Joynes, treble and 2nd;
I1. Bastable, 3rd and 4th; J. Carter, 5th and 6th; H. Johnson, jun., 7th and
tenor. Conducted by H. Bastable. This is the second peal upon hand-bells
ever rung in Birmingham.— Communicated.

Fulham Church-bell Ringers’ Association.

On Thursday, June 1st, five members of the above Association, assisted by
three members of the Waterloo Society, viz. W. Baron, G. Banks, and C. T.
Hopkins, rang at Fulham the first half of Holt’s 10-part peal of Grandsire
Triples, in 1 hr. 37 mins. None of the members of the Association had ever
rung more than short touches before, and the style in which the above was
rung did much credit to the instructor, Mr. W. Baron, who has since the
foundation of the Association been most unremitting in his efforts, in spite of
many disappointments through members leaving the place just when they
had begun to he useful ringers. The ringers stood as follows E. Mitchell,
treble ; W. Baron, 2nd; J. Kelly,jun., 3rd; C. T. Hopkins, 4th; Rev. F. H.
Fisher, Yicar, 5th ; G. Banks, Oth; W. Weare, 7th; Il. Adams, tenor. Con-
ducted by W. Baron.— Communicated.

Ringing at Canford, Dorset.

On Friday evening, June 2, there was rung on these five bells a true peal
of 120 Grandsire Doubles, 5tli the observation. This was the first peal ever
rung upon these bells, the first ever rung by any of the performers, and, as far
as it is known, the first peal of scientific change-riDging rung in the county
for many years. The ringers were :—G. Joiner, treble; W. Hayes, 2nd; Bev.
C. L. Kennaway, 3rd; E. Bason, 4tli; T. Bason, tenor. Weight of tenor,
13 cwt., in key of E sharp. Called by T. Bason. We hope that the interesting
science of Change-ringing thus inaugurated in this county will not be allowed
to drop, and may not only flourish at Canford (where the addition of another
bell is much to be desired), but may spread in the surrounding district.—
Communicated.

Muffled Peal at Fleet, Lincolnshire.

Ox Saturday last a muffled peal was rung onthe bells of the parish church
in memory of Mr. Robert Copelaijd, for thirty-seven years a ringer of the
Fleet Company.— Communicated.
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Testimonial to Mr. John Cox of London.

R oyal Cumberland Society.
(Lute London Scholars.)

The following London members of this Society have formed themselves
into a Committee for the purpose of presenting a suitable testimonial to Mr.
John Cox of London, who has studied ringing for nearly fifty years, and has
accomplished nearly 200 peals, in the various methods. By his compositions
in the different systems, both complex and simple, and for his abilities as a
ringer and conductor, tlie committee feel confident that he is so well known by
all lingers, that little need be said here to make this testimonial a complete
success.

F. A. P. Knife, E sq., Chairman.

E xecutive Committee.
Mr. J. Miller. Mr. J. Rogers.

Mr. W. Baron. Mr. G. Newson.
Mr. W. Hoverd. Mr. G. Harvey.

Barrett, J. i Hopkins, G. T. Ough, A,
Briggs, E. | Jarman, S. Page, J. W.
Cattle, J. W. Sally, W. Rowson, T.
Gibbs, E. Mansfield, J. Steventon, E.
Gleed, T. Macey, A. Stackwood, D.
Hopkins, 11. A. Nunn, H. \ Windley, —.

Hy. Dains, Hon. Sec.

Mr. Cox has in his day been a member of the Ancient Society of College
Youths, and therefore this subscription list is open to members of that Society,
and also to those of the St. James’s and Waterloo Societies. Several gentle-
men in various parts of the country have received a private solicitation of their
favours; those not so favoured is due to the Secretary not knowing their
addresses, and beg they will accept this intimation. It is intended to present
Mr. Cox with something, while lie is still hale and healthy, which he may
look upon with pride and satisfaction as he advances in years, and also that
which may remind others of him when he has ceased ringing. Post-offico
orders may he made payable at the District Post Office, Charing Cross,
London, W.C., addressed to the Secretary, of whom all particulars may be had
on application.

Committee Room, 54 St. Martin’s Lane, London, W.C., May 26, 1876.

BELFRY RECORDS.

ABBEY CHURCH, SHREWSBURY. (Tablets in the Belfry.)

831. The compleat peal of Triples was rung in this steeple on the 9th & again on
30th March, 1735-6, each peal in 3 hours, by L .
Edward Jeffreys, Treble. jJohn Howel, Fourth. 1WillianiFradgley,Sfjctt,3ndP.
William Hodges, Second. Thomas Cadtnan, Fifth. Charles White. Seventh.
’Richard Wood, Third. | Thomas Mottineu, Sixth, 1stP. [Joseph Price, Tenor.

S32. The Union Society.—OLl Monday evening, Jany. 27th, 17S3, wasrung in this steeple

5120 Treble Bob, and compieated in 3 hours 39 minutes by .

Mr. Robt. Lloyd, Treble. | Mr. John Hanley, Fourth. M*. Edwd- Blakoway, Sixth.
Edwd. Stainer, Second. John Fradgiev, Fifth. Philip Heath, Seventh.
Thos. Groves, Third. Jno. Hartshonie, Tenor.

N.B.—The above peal was call’d by Mr, Hoath.

ST. MARY’S, SHREWSBURY. (Tablets in the Belfry.)

833. On March 28th, 1776, Mr. Holt’s Complete Peal of Grandsire Triples, 5040 changes,
was rung in two hours, 58 m. and 30 secs., by
Grmsell Thomson, Treble. 1 George Farr, Fourth.
Willm. Hodges, Second. John Hodgson.Fifth. Sami. Hill, Tenor.
John Wood, Third. | Willm. Fradglay, Sixth. | Call’d by Will’'m. Bull.
834. On Wednesday, March 2S, 1798, was rung in this steeple a peal of Graodsire Eight
in, containing 5151 changes, which was performed in 3hours & 36 in. by
Thos. Spendlove, Treble. | Thos. Groves, Fourth. I Robt. Lloyd, Sixth.
Richd. Cross, Second. _ Rich. Gee, Fifth. Thom. Hill, Seventh.
Will. Butt, Third. j I Richd. Wilding, Tenor.
The above peal was called by Mr. Cross.
835. On Sept. 2nd, 1811, St. Mary’s ten bells was opened with a true peal of Caters,
containing 5219 changes, in 3 hours and 25 minutes, by i
Geo. Gem, Treble. Rob. Rawlins, Fifth. Sa. Lee, Eighth.
Ed. Roberts, Second. Chas. Ravenseroft, Sixth. Robt. Lloyd, Ninth.
Geo. Roberts, Third. Willm. Bull, Seventh. Wm. Ellodgc, Tenor.
Sami. Lea, Fourth. Called by William Bull.
S36. On Tuesday, April 30th, 1833, was rung on these bells a complete peal of Graudsire
Tripples, containing 5040 chan?es, in 3 hours & 25 minutes, b . .
. Jones, Third. H. Phenix, Sixth. f’ L. Williams, Ninth.
R. Micklewright, Fourth. W. Bull, Seventh. W. Roberts, Tenor!
E. Roberts, Fifth. | T. Morgan, Eighth. | Calld by R. Micklewright.
837. on Wednesday, February 17th, 1843, was rung in this steeple a peal of Oxford
Treble Bob Royal, containing 5120 changes, in 3 hours €40 minutes. .
Thos. Spendiove, First. Thos. Lloyd, Fifth. Willm. Pea, Eighth.
Riehd. Cross, Second. W. C. Jones, Sixth. Charles Bigg, Ninth.
John Lewis, Third. Thos. Hill, Seventh. Samuel Lawrence,
Geo. Roberts, Fourth. Called by Mr. Cross.
Union Society.—On Monday, Dec. 2Stli, 1557, was rung at St. Alkmund’s a true
& complete peal of grandsire Tripples, containing 5040 changes, in two hours 50 miuuits.
The band was stationed as follows :— . . . .
William Gee, Treble. James Smith, Fourth. Wm. Micklewright, Sixth.
Thomas Price, Second. Henry Moore, Fifth. John Scholes, Seventh.
John Boylin, Third. ) John Gough, Tenor.
The"above peal consisted of 194 bobs and 46 singles, and was ably conducted by
W. Micklewright.
839. On February 15th, 1504, was rung in this tower a true and complete peal of Grand-
sire Tripples, containing 5040 changes, in three hours, consisting of 194 bobs and 46 sing es,

b“Yohn Gough, Third. John Scholes, Ninth.

John Boylin, Fourth. John Rowley, Tenth..

Thomas Price, Fifth. Call’d by James Smith.
Rev. T. B. Lloyd, M.A., Minister.

1 Willm. Farell, Seventh.

| Thomas Burd, Sixth.
Henry Moore, Seventh.
| James Smith, Eighth.

Received.—Constant Reader and Finger; Samuel Marsh; and others.
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

STEDMAN’S CINQUES.
By Jasper W. Snowdon, llkley, Yorkshire.

In the year following that in which they rang the first peal of Stedman
Caters, the College Youths added another ‘first performance 01l record’to the
honours already gained by the Society, through completing 6204 changes of
Stedman Cinques at St. Martin-in-the-Fields, on October 6th, 1788. Probably
this number was chosen because it would take a good deal of beating, and to
prevent the first peal being superseded by any ordinary peal, which, if only a
few changes greater in extent, would of necessity take its place as the ‘longest
on record.” That there is something in ringing such a length is evident from
the fact, that it was not until fifty-five years after the first peal of Stedman
Caters* had been rung that a longer length than this one of Cinques under
notice was performed on ten hells, and the original length had been exceeded
in four peals. |If this actually was the reason of such a length being chosen,
the object was at least partially accomplished, as the second peal ever rung
—5886 at Christ Church, Spitalfields, by the Junior Society of Cumberlands,
on December 15th, 1806—fell short of it; but its overthrow was achieved hy
the Senior Society, who, five days after this peal hy the 1Juniors,” completed
C334 changes at the same church. Perhaps the first peal was an intended
longer length, brought round for convenience. | am sorry that | have not
a few more particulars concerning these two peals, as they would he
interesting; butin the absence of further information I will only name a fact,
which-presents a curious study to those who are critical concerning the time
which any given performance takes. Both these peals—the 5886 and the
6334—were rung on the same bells and within a space of five days, yet
although one peal was 448 changes longer than the other, the time occupied
in each case—viz. 4 hours and 55 minutes—was tlie same.

In 1820 the St. Martin's Society, Birmingham, was in a very flourishing
condition, not only having many excellent composers on its roll, but having
also a large force of first class ringers who, after beating, in April, the longest
length of Treble Bob Maximus, accomplished 6000 of Stedman Cinques on
December 28tli, which likewise took its place as the greatest extent performed.

At Norwich there seems to have been little luck in Stedman-ringing until
1844, as in 1822 the Norwich Scholars rang 22 courses of Stedman Cmques
when the clapper of the eleventh broke. 1In 1831, on the last night of the
year, they rang 4884 changes—a course short of a peal, owing to an error of
the conductor. In 1843 they attempted to heat the Birmingham length by
ringing 6729, but unfortunately jumbled out after ringing 5800 changes.
Had this not been the case, it is improbable that the full number -would have
been completed, as tlie next time the tenor was rung it fell down after going
a few changes. The Norwich men were nevertheless undaunted, and thinking
the number 6729 too near 7000 to ring without going into the next thousand,
Mr, H. Hubbard spliced a piece into the 6334 of G. Gross’s which was rung
by the Cumberlands in 1806, and this new length— 7120 changes—they
accomplished on January 18th, 1844; and thus the only peal of Stedman
Cinques ever rung 011 the Norwich twelve happens to have been, in its time,
the longest on record. At the same time it should be mentioned that this
peal did not strictly conform to the recognised conditions of such per-
formances, as the tenor was rung double-handed.

Perhaps there is no place where Stedman-ringing has found so much
favour as in Birmingham, as peal after peal of Caters is entered in the hook
(ifthe St. Martin’s Society. In 1848 the Society proves to have been in great
‘form,” as in that year they rang one peal of Kent Treble Bob Caters, one of
Royal, and one of Maximus ; also a peal of Grandsire Caters. They seem to
have had ‘Stedman on the brain,” besides, as they likewise rang five peals of
Stedman Caters and three of Cinques in the same year. The dates of the
three last peals are interesting:—Dec. 12th, 7392 Stedman Cinques; Dec.
19th, 51116 Stedman Cinques; and Dec. 31st, 5187 Stedman Caters. This
certainly was a good year’s work, especially as by the 7392 they ‘cut’ tlie
Norwich peal of 7126.

The Birmingham length continued the longest on record until 1851, when,
on January Oth, the College Youths accomplished 7524 at St. Giles’, Cripple-
gate. OnJanuary 21st in the same year, the Cumberlands attempted 8184 at
St. Michael’s, Coruhill, hut got out after ringing nearly 6000 changes. On
May 5th following they met with no better luck, as after ringing 7740 changes
at the same church, in 0 hours and 2 minutes, they were too exhausted to
finish their task.

In 1858 the Painswick men—who, if not celebrated for their striking, have
at least been well known for the will with which they went at a long length—
completed 8448 changes Ol1 February IGtli. Although this peal was completed
on a ring with a 28-cwt. tenor only, the College Youths actually attempted to
heat it at St. Saviours, Southwark, where the tenor weighs 52 cwt. | have
hut scanty particulars of this uncompleted performance, which, however, is of
much interest, as being the greatest length to which so heavy a hell has been
rung single-handed. | believe, however, that more than SOOO changes were
rung in about six hours and a half, and that the ringing was brought to an
end through confusion caused during the ignition of the lights in the belfry.
This peal was, however, subsequently completed at St. Michael's, Cornhill, on
April 27th, 1861, and its length—8580 changes—has not yet been beaten.

There have at times hc-en rumours ofthe Cumberlands starting for a peal
0of 9000 ; but the 8580 does not yet seem in much danger of being supplanted,
and Stedman Cinques still remains one of the methods in which four figures
will express the length of any peal performed in it.

Next week we will give further details of the different long peals mentioned.

*In my remarks on Stedman Caters | should have added that the 8105 rung at
Painswiek. ou January 25, 1542, turned out to be a false peal. A curious coincidence also
happened on this date, as a peal of SCSI Grandsire Caters, rung at the neighbouring town
of Stroud on that day, was afterwards found to be untrue,

Church Bells.
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Ringing at Barnard Castle, York.

On Saturday, May 20tli, a mixed company of ringers from Darlington,
Hurwortli-on-Tees, and Stockton-on-Tees, met at Barnard Castle, and rang
on the hells of St. Mary’s Church a peal of 1050 of Bob Major in 46 mins.
Weight of tenor, 18 cwt.,, in F. The ringers were:—H. Thompson, treble;
G. J. Clarkson, Esq., 2nd; B. Kay, 3rd ; J. Gaines, 4th; G. Overton, 5th;
11. Moncaster, 6th; J. E. Hern, 7th; J. Hern, tenor.

The same band called at Gainford on their journey home, and rang a peal
of Oxford Treble Bob Minor in 29 mins. Il. Thompson, treble; B. Kay,
2nd ; J. Hern, 3rd ; G. Overton, 4th ; J. E. Hern, Oth ; B. Moncaster, tenor.
This was the first peal of Treble Bob ever rung on these bells. Both were
conducted by J. E. Hern.!—Reported.

Ringing at Northfield, W orcestershire,

On Monday, June 5th, the ringers of this parish rang a peal of 720 Grand-
sire Minor in 28 minutes. The riugers were:—J. Dutton, treble; E. Cole,
2nd; G. Cooper, 3rd; T. Lewis, 4th; J. Bond, 5th ; A. Cole, tenor. Con-
ducted by A. Cole. Tenor, 14 cwt. The above is believed to be the first peal
ever rung by residents in the village.—Reported.

‘Royal’” London Change-ringing Society of Cumberlands.

On Whit Monday, June 5th, several members of the above Society visited
Hertford, the occasion being the opening of the hells in the new tower of St.
Andrew’s. The church has lately undergone a thorough renovation, and at
the instance of Earl Cowper, of Panshanger Park, a new tower and spire have
been built. The eight bells which hung in the old building had not heen
rung for upwards of half a century. They have heen rehung by Mr. G. B.
Banks, of Lambeth. Thathird bell has been recast. During the day a party
of the Cumberlands, assisted by Mr. Banks ancl Mr. Crawley, the sexton of
the church, rang a true peal of 5040 Grandsire Triples in 3 hrs. 2 mins. The
ringers were:—J. Cox, treble; J. Bogers, 2nd; F. Crawley, 3rd ; J. Mansfield,
4th; G. Harvey, 5th ; W. Baron, Oth; G. B. Banks, 7th ; W. Coppage, tenor.
Conducted by Mr. J. Cox, and was well struck throughout. The Society of
College Youths honoured the Cumberlands, many members assembling in
Hertford on the day. Seldom had Hertford seen such a gathering of ringing
talent in tlie town, and the inhabitants may well he proud of their church and
hells, and also of tlie recently-appointed Bector, the Bev. W. Wigram, so well
known to the ringing community through the columns of Church Bells.—
Reported.

St. Michael, Hawkshead, Lancashire.

The six bells at this church have been rehung by Mr. Mallaby of Masham.
The six sounded out a merry peal on Whit Tuesday, cheering the inhabitants
all through the Yale of Esthwaite.—Reported.

Lancashire Association of Change-ringers.

On Saturday last, June 10th, the first meeting of the above (which was
inaugurated hy Messrs. Pritchard, Mann, and Aspinwall, of Liverpool) was
held in the National Sehool-room, Chorley, Mr. W. G. Wray presiding, when
about thirty persons, representing different societies, assembled to adopt the
rales and elect officers for the ensuing year. The following were elected,
viz.— President: Mr. WIL. G. Wray (Kirkham). Vice-Presidents : Mr. W.
Bowling (Leylandl, Mr. D. Maudesler (Blackburn), Mr. John Aspinwall
(Liverpool), Mr. E. Yates (Swinton). Committee : Mr. Joshua Harper
(Horwieh), Mr. Wm. Heald (Chorley), Mr. John Bothwell (Pendlebury),
Mr. Bichard Ormerod (Blackburn), Mr. Henry Bentley (Bolton), Mr. John
Mason (Soutlipori), Mr. Wm. Geo. Mann (Liverpool). Secretary : Mr. John
B. Pritchard (Liverpool). Treasurer: Mr. Geo. Higson (Blackrod).

Any societies or persons wishing to become members of the above Associ-
ation are requested to communicate as early as possible with the Secretary.
Entranceffees and subscriptions become due on 1st July. All information,
rules, ibc,, can be had on application to the Secretary, John B. Pritchard,
1 Duke Terrace, Duke Street, Liverpool.

[We wish you God-speed; hut if you desire patronage, our opinion is that
you have made a wrong beginning.—Ed.]

Guild of Church-bell Ringers, St. Mary Magdalene, Launceston,
Cornwall.

We have aring of six bells here. The weight of the tenoris 12 cwt. Some
members of our congregation have long wished to get up a band oflingers,
who should regularly attend the services, besides going to the belfry to ring
or chime. A meeting was lately called of those who were interested in the
movement; the Vicar of the parish presided. Some simple rules were drawn
up ; and now sixteen members have joined the guild, being in a fair way to
form a band of ringers who will attend the services, for which it is their duty
and pleasure to summon the people to church, besides ringing on other
occasions.— Communicated.

Corrections.

‘Ouk Rings of Twelve and theie Condition.’
Sin,—In your last issue please note errata \—

No. 13, Quox Park, read, ‘Welght cwt. 15 3 0. Date 1S18for 1S2S.
No. 13, Welght cwt. 23 3 16.
No. 24,for ‘Note B, concert- pltch note 11, read, ‘Note C, concert-pitch note B.”

Jno. Haep.is.
Notices to Correspondents.

Jackson Smith.—Metal Bars will never supercede Belts for church purposes; they are

no better than suspended Pokers.
Tollm?for death' is according to ancient custom, varying a little in localities ; hut the

conventual custom has been recognised by the Church for centuries.

Clock- r?famng Fund.—We are not Lawyers.
one learned in the law.
_ Church Helpers—We advise you to get a capital shilling issue ou lland-bilt Ringing, pub-
fished by Messrs. Warner, Crescent, Cripplegate, London,

The question should be submitted to some
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

STEDMAN’S CINQUES.
By Jasper W. Snowdon, llkley, Yorkshire.
(Continued from p. 343.)

Tablet in the belfry'of St. Martin-in-thc-Fields.—*Tlic Society of College Youths did ring,
on October Gtli, 17SS, a complete peal of 62u4 Cinques, on Stedman’s Principle, in 4 hours
and 47 minutes; this great performance being the firstin this method on twelve bells, is
an instance of that unrivalled merit to be equalled by a similar assiduity and perseverance.
The performers were:—Thomas Blakemore, treble; Robert Pye Donkin, 2; John Povey, S;
Christopher Wells, 4 ; James Worcester, 5; John Inville, 6; James Hammett, 7; Nathaniei
Williamson, 8; William Ldyford, 9; Samuel Lawrence, 10; Edwin Sylvester, 11; Philip
Pilgrim, tenor. Composed and called by Thomas Blakemore.’

rom the Cumberland Society's Peed-book.—* Spitalfields, Saturday, December 20th, 1S06.
This Society rang a peal of 6334 Cinques upon Stedman’s principle in 4 hours 55 minutes,
being the most ever rung in that method. Composed and called by George Gross. George
Gross, 1; James Purser, 2; James Nash, 3; Peter Jones, 4; James Sticlibury, 5; Edward
Bartlett, 6; William Shipway, 7; John Hints, S; Thomas Freeth, 9; Anthony Cavalier, 10;
William Stephens, 11; Philip Pilgrim, 12.”

Tablet in the belfry of St. Martin’s, Birmingham.—*1820, Dec. 28. Six thousand six
hundred Stedman Cinques, in four hours thirty-five minutes, by the following persons.
Conducted by Mr. Thomas Thurstans. William Bennett, treble; James Jarvis, 2; Thomas
Chapman, 3; Thomas Worrall, 4; Joseph Powell, 5; Henry Cooper, G; Samuel Lawrence, 7;
Joseph Riley, 8; Charles Thurstans, 9; William Hassall, 10; Thomas Thurstans, 11; William
Marsh, tenor.'

Tablet in the belfry of St. Peter's, Mancroft, Norwich.—*On Thursday, January 18th, 1844,
was rung in this steeple that most intricate and ingenious peal called Stedman’s Cinques,
in 5 hours and 17 minutes, consisting of 7126 changes, without the misplacing of a bell or
the repetition of a single change. The bold and re?ular striking attracted the notice of
the Public, and is allowed to exceed any other performance ever attempted in England
upon Twelve Bells. The peal was conducted by James Truman and rung by the under-
mentioned persons. The Minister and Churchwardens, with a portion of the Inhabitants,
have contributed to the erection of this tablet, the remainder being subscribed for b?]/ the
company of Ringers. Thomas Hurry, treble; Robert Burrell, 2; Elijah Mason, 3; Charles
Middleton, 4; William Gaul, 5; John Greenwood, 6; William Freeman, 7; George Watering,
8; James Truman, 9; Joshua Hurry, 10; Henry Hubbard, 11; George Smith and Robert
Pa'grave, tenor.’

Tabid in. the belfry of St. Marlin’s, Birmingham.—11848, Dec. 12, was rung in this tower
by the St. Martin’s Society a peal of Stedman’s Cinques comprising 7392 changes, which
was completed in 4 hours 55 minutes, viz. —JohnHopkins, treble; Thos. Powell, 2; Josh.
Spencer, 3; Willm. Haywood, 4; John James, 5; Joseph Mitchell, 6; Hy. Johnson, 7;
Willm. Kifeson, S; Robt. Yates, 9; John Billingsley, 10; Thos. Hobday, 11 ; Edward Hay-
wood, tenor. The above peal was the Longest Length in this method up to this date.
Composed and conducted by H?l. Johnson.”

Tablet in the belfrﬁ of St. Giles, Crippleg]ate.—‘CoIIege Youths.
1851, the company achieved a true peal of 7524 Stedman Cinques in 5 hours and 24 minutes,
being tlie greatest number ever rung. PerformersJno. Cox, treble; Jno. Bradley, 2;
Willm. Cooter, 3; Wm. Banister, 4; Jas. Mash, 5; Mattw. A. Wood, C; H. Haworth, 7;
Geo. E. Ferris, S; Ed. Lansd-.11, 9; H. Littleckild/10; Jas. Dwight, 11; Jno. Austin, tenor.
Composed and conducted by Mr. Jolm Cox.”

Tablet in the belfry of Palimciek Church.—*S44S Stedman Cinques. John Morris, treble ;
Illenry Morris, 2; Joremh. Birt, 3; Alfred Walker, 4; Jas. Estcourt, 5; Robert Birt, 6;
Alfred Keen, 7; Albert Estcourt, S; David Beard, 9; Wm. Estcourt, 10; Geo. Wright, 11;
Jolm Powell, tenor. Rung February 16th, 1S58, in 5 hours and 52 minutes. Composed
and conducted by William Estcourt. = Oliver Estcourt, Master,’

Tablet in the belfry of St. Michael's, CornMIl.—* Ancient Society of College Youths, estab-
lished a.d. 1637.—On Saturday, April 27th, 1861, twelve members of the above society rang
01 this noble peal of bells a true and complete peal of Cinques, on Stedman’s principle,
consisting of 8580 changes, in 6 hours and 41 minutes, being the greatest number of
changes ever rung in that method on 12 bells. Performers :—H. W. Haley, treble; Thomas
Ra%, 2; John Bradley. 3; Robert Jameson, 4; William Green, 5; George Stockharn, 0;
Robert llaworth, 7; George E. Ferris, S; Matthew A. Wood, 9: Edward Lansdell, 10;
George Muskett, 11 ; James Dwight, tenor. The above is the first peal in that method
performed on the bells, and was composed and conducted by H. W. Haley.1

STEDMAN MINOR AND MAIJOR.

In Treble Bob performances | concluded my notices of the system with
mentioning tbe peals rung on odd numbers of bells; and, conversely, | will
bring my remarks on Stedman-ringiug to a close by alluding to peals rung on
even numbers in this method. As only one peal of Stedman Minor has, to
the best of my knowledge, ever been rung, it is worthy of mention : it was
accomplished at St. Martin's, Birmingham, 011 September 10th, 1810. The
only peal of Stedman Major rung has also been achieved hy the St. Martin’s
Society: this was a peal of 5037 changes, rung on February 17tli, 1850. A peal
of Stedman Royal has not yet heen performed, but | understand that it is pro-
bable we may hear of one by the St. Martin’s Society at no distant date; and
hoping that they may shortly add this curiosity to their peal-book, I will
conclude with particulars of tlie before-mentioned peals, gathered from this
hook;—

Slednan Minor.—Sept. 10th, 1819. The Society ran? at St. Martin's, Birmingham, 720
changes of Stedman Minor in 25 minutes, bein%the irst peal everrung in this method.
Henry Cooper, treble; Wm. Hassall, 2; Wm. Bennett, 3; Thos. Chapman, 4; James
Jarvis, 5; Tlios. Thurstans, 6.

Stedman Major.—*On Feb. 17th, 1856. Tile following members oi the St.Martin’s Society
succeeded in ringing at the church of St. Peter and St. Paul, Aston, a peal of Steainail
Major, comprising 5037 changes, -\vhieh was completed in 3 hours and 7 minutes, the com-

any being stationed as follows:—fra. Haywood, treble; Thos. Macdonald, 2; Jno.
anister, 3: Jno. James, sen.,4; Josh. Spencer, 5; Robt. Tates, 0; Henry Johnson, 7,
Thos. Hobday, tenor. The above was the first peal of Major ever completed in this intricate
system. Composed and couductod by Mr. Henry Johnson.”

On Monday, Jany. Gth,

Reopening of Bells at Monken Hadley, Middlesex.

On Saturday evening, Jane 17, a special service was held at the parish
church of Monken Hadley, to celebrate the rehanging of the hells by Messrs.
Warner. They now consist of a ring of six, one of the old bells having been
recast and two new ones added. Prayers were said by the Rev. R. R. Hutton,
Rector of Chipping Barnet, and tbe Lessons read by tbe Rev. F. C. Cass,
Rector of Monken Hadley. A sermon was preached from 1 Cor. xiv. 8, by
the Rev. P. F. Hamoml, Vicar of South Minima. Tbe Psalms selected were
the S4th, 148th, and 150th, and the Lessens Ezra iii. and Heb.ix. |4 After
tbe sermon the following prayers were offered, previous to a collection:—

‘O Lord God, Who art pleased to accept the offerings of Thy servants,
receive, we pray Thee, the bells which we this night dedicate to Thee for
Thine honour and glory, and the use and benefit of Thy Church. Amen.’

Church Bells.
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‘Grant, O Lord, that whenever these bells shall call Thy people to this
house of prayer, they may not call in vain. Amen.’

‘Grant, O Lord, that they who with their outward ears shall bear their
sound, may be aroused inwardly in their spirits, and draw nigli unto Thee, the
God of their salvation; through Jesus Christ our Jjord. Amen.’

‘Grant, O Lord, that whenever the passing-bell shall toil, we may call to
mind how short our time is. Amen.’

‘Grant, O Lord, that the glad sound of the full peal may remind us that
all good things come from Thee, and all true joy and happiness is in Thee
alone. Amen.’

‘Send, O Lord, Thy grace into the hearts of all those wlio shall hereafter
he employed in ringing these bells, and grant that they may never forget the
sacredness of Tliy house, nor profane it hy thoughtlessness and irreverence ;
and make them ever to remember that, when they ring, they ring for Thee,
and for Thine honour and glory only. All this we beg in the name and
through the mediation of Thine ouly Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.’

Before the Dedication service, seven peals of Grandsire Doubles were
rung, in 32 mins., hy the following members of the Ancient Society of College
Youths —H. Hayley, sen., treble; H. Hayley, jun., 2nd ; F. A. Milne, Esq.
(Oxford University Society), 3rd; G. A. Muskett, 4tli; M. A. Wood, 5th; W.
Greenleaf, tenor. After the service, half a peal of Kent Treble Bob Minor
and one peal of Stedman Doubles were rung, the ringers standing as follows;—
H. Hayley, jun., treble; H. Hayley, sen., 2nd; M. A. Wood, 3rd; G. A.
Muskett, 4tli; W. Greenleaf, 5th; J. Dwight, tenor. All the peals were con-
ducted hy H. Hayley, sen. Weight of tenor, 11 cwt.; key of A.— Communicated.

Ringing at Tunstead, Norfolk.

On Friday evening, June 2nd, the company belonging to the above parish
rang their first peal of Grandsire Doubles. The ringers were:(—T. Bam-
bridge, treble; E. Felstead, 2nd; Rev. G. H. Harris, 3rd; F. Ward, 4th ;
W. Robinson, tenor (conductor). They have now to set to work at Stedman’s
Doubles ; when they can accomplish that peal, their ring is to he increased to
six by the gift of a new tenor.— Communicated.

The Bells of St. Mark’s Church, Glodwick.

On Wednesday, June 14, eight of St. Mary’s Society of Change-ringers
had the honour of opening the new ring of eight bells in the tower of St.
Mark’s Church, Glodwick. Tlie proceedings were commenced with Mr. Jolm
Holt’s ten-part peal of Grandsire Trebles, which was well brought round in
2 hrs. 55 mins. by the following persons:—J. Wilkinson (conductor), 1st;
J. Platt, 2nd; J. Whittaker, 3rd; W. Kenworthv, 4th; W. Ashworth, 5th;
G. Gartside, Oth; D. Woodcock, 7th; A. Weeder, tenor. Alter morning
service the ringers and friends were provided with a dinner hy the founder of
the church, Lientenant-colonel Lees of Oldham.— Communicated.

Ringing at St. Mary's, W althamstow, Essex.

On Saturday, June 17th, eight members of the Ancient Society of College
Youths rang at St. Mary’s, Walthamstow, Mr. Holt’s ten-part peal of Grand-
sire Triples, comprising 5040 changes, in 2 hrs. 50 mins. Tenor, 19-f cwt.
Ringers:—J. H. Wilkins, treble ; J. Barrs, 2nd; T. Maynard, 3rd; G. Grim-
wade, 4th; H. Reeves, 5th ; R. French, Otli; A. Estall, 7th ; W. Crockford,
tenor. Conducted hy Mr. Harvey Reeves. We are happy in being able to
chronicle this event, as, through the energy of the steeple-keeper, Mr. Thomas
Maynard, a better state of affairs exists in the parish of Walthamstow than
hitherto, when on ringing occasions the belfry was tenanted hy persons of
objectionable ability as ringers. It is nineteen years since the last peal was
rung on these hells (which was performed hy the London St. James’s Society),
and considering the present wretched state of the bell-fittings, we certainly
must give praise to so young a company for their performance on this occasion.
— Communicated.

[It was the maiden peal hy all hut Messrs. Reeves and French. Wo
understand that it was a laborious job to get through—the hells are in such
very had order. We shall be glad to hear that the churchwardens employ
some experienced workman to put them to rights.—Ed.]

Testimonial to Mr. John Cox of London.
R oyal Cumbehland Society (late L ondon Scholars).
t—1 beg to announce the following donations in favour of the

£ s d.
Tlie Cumberland Society... 5 5 0
J. M. I’outh, Esq 1 10
Messrs. John Warner and Sous. Cripplegate . 1 10
Messrs. John Taylor and Co., Loughborough . 110
Rev. A. Sutton, West Tofts, Norfolk 010 6
Rev. H. T. Ellacombe, Clyst St. George, Devon 0 5 O
Mr. Wra. Banister, Devonport 0 50

This intended Testimonial to Mr. Cox is for the high position attained hy
him as a composer and ringer, and originated with two or three of his friends.
Hy. Dains, Hon. Sec.
To whom Post-office Orders should he made payable, at District Office,
Charing Cross, London, W.C.
Committee Itoom, 54 St. Marlin'a Lane, London, JV.C., June 16th, 1876.

The Guild of Devonshire Ringers.

The Annual Meeting for tlie transaction of business will he held at Exeter
on Monday, June 2(itli, at 2..30 p.m.

Agenda.—Reception of Committee’s and Treasurer’s Reports; election of
officers; adoption of certificate of membership; arrangements for a general
meeting at Plymouth; addition to rules, Ac.

J. L. Langdon Eulfgeb, Hon. Sec.



366

CORRESPONDENCE.

Experiments on Living Animals.

Sir,—I have been only a looker-on while others of much more weight
than myself have ably written in your columns, and other papers, in behalf
of those humble creatures of God who have been unable to speak for them-
selves, but who, if they could, would thank you, as.l do for them, for such
timely sorvico so much needed. One word | would wish to putin. It seems
not unlikely that dogs and cats may be saved by law from the atrocious and
cowardly brutalities to which they have heretofore been liable, without let or
hindrance, at the hands of those who have shown themselves without pity,
without one single drop of the gentle ‘quality of mercy." So far well; butit
does seem to me even more painful than ever to think that-, if this be all, it
is to consign, in a cold-blooded manner, any other poor creatures that are not
so excepted to the cruel hands of those who have already defiled themselves
with blood, and who will now consider that they are free to wreak their cruelty
on such as the law withholds its protection from. | askyour readers themselves
to think, just to think of such animals os the sheep, the lamb, and the poor,
harmless, and interesting little domesticated creature, the so-called guinea-
pig (but wrongly, being one of the'cauies and allied to the hare and the
rabbit), to say nothing of the dove and others, being consigned to be experi-
mented on, till tortured to death by unfeeling, would-be philosophers—would-
be men of science, *falsely so called,” who insult our understandings by asking
us to believe that animals are *mere machines,* and (have no more feeling
than if they wore mills or steam?engines!”

Take them at theirword: they tell us that they are only a few descents
from animals themselves? If so, they can have no feeling; for the (Natural
selection* they talk so much nonsense about only grasps, according to them,
at some advantage; and to become capable Of pain, where there was not pain
before, can manifestly be no advantage, but very much the contrary, .Let
these professors, then, show that they believe their own doctrine by coming
forward to be experimented on in lieu of our. poor dumb animals. **Such ex-
periments on human beings would undeniably be more valuable than any on
alien kinds. Letthem give science the benefit of their bodies, and no one
will say them nay,,but'will have much more respect for them, than is felt at
present, if the press is an index, as it undoubtedly is, of the public opinion of
their detestable practices. F.-O. Morris.

Nunburnholme Rectory, Hoylon, York.

P.S.—I here add spine few of the terms applied to the places, persons, and
practices referred to, by many eminentme n A *Hell * (Sir Arthur Helps);
*Abominable and atrocious,” “Degradation of all moral feeling *(Lord Shaftes-
bury) ; “Hellish *(Dr. Kitching); ‘Atrocious crimes,*/ Barbarities,” * Wicked-
ness,” “Worse than the worst Inquisitors,” “ Dens of torture/.? Disgrace to
science/1Never surpassed in impudence,” * Pollutors of tbe minds of school-
children,”* Ruffians,”* Young reprobates,* ‘ Perpetrators of atrocities,” * Spouters
of blasphemy and infidelity,” * Professors of brutality/ Worse than heathen
persecutors,” Deceivers of the people/ “ Scientific crimes,” 1An outrage to the
moral sense of every human being who is not as depraved as themselves,’
| A few brutalised physiologists,” *who go whining about the country with the
importunity of beggars, because every right-minded men and woman in. the
country is not compelled by law to-contribute bis or her hard-earned wages to
support the perpetration of crimes which they abhor’ (Dr. W. B. A. Scott).

,* Detestable” (Lord Carnarvon), ‘Disgraceful butohery/ *devilish,” ‘ loath-
some,” *fiendish,” “‘would disgrace the lowest ?/pe Ofsavages,” ‘merciless and
unpitying/ 4dexnons/ ‘ deyjlry,” *wretches,” “frightfully horrible,” ‘clevilisli
torment,”* horrible/ ‘abominable devilry,* ‘brutal beyond conception,” “ useless
beyond belief,” *all most horrible,” * a disgrace to the profession,” ‘the base
thing,* ‘brutal deeds’ (‘A London Surgeon/ Mr. J. Waldron Bradley,in the
Echo). ‘A set of young devils-’ (Dr; Haughton). ‘A new horror’ (Professor
.Newman). ‘Detestable villainies, protracted butcheries, degrading the
operator far lower than the brute on which he exercised his fiendish skill,
soiling the hands in blood, and grovolling in torture for hours, aye, for days
together/ (the late Lord Carnarvon). ‘Who have made a path over the bodies
of writhing animals to seats of most questionable honoiu;” (‘J. F. B.” in the
Hour). ‘A damnable process/ ‘nothing canjustify it,” ‘no discovery worthy
the name has been logically due to it/ I close my ears to their heartless
sophistries *(Dr, Hall, in the Medical Gazette). *Many of the facts alleged
ore so hideous that it is better only to hint at them,” * The bare statement of
the.char(_g)es seeins to stain the imagination; * \Cornhill Magazine, April 1876?.
*A newOppression/ ‘the scientific Torqueroadas of the day/ ‘the inseparable
companion of the vilest impurities and vices to .which flesh is heir® (Saturday
Review). “Their practice as various as their-theories,” ‘much in the aspect
of schoolboys&)layln with weapons of which they understand neither the use
nor nature * (Royal Commissioners).

The piaconate,

Sm,—I am glad to see that you are still keeping the subject of the Dia-
conate extension in the front.” | am quite sure there ‘must be a large
number of clergymen in this vast diocese alone, not to speak of Win-
chester and others, who would gladly avail themselves of the services of a
gentleman who was licensed by the Bishop to read prayers (of course omitting
the Absolution) and do duties that a deacon should only do. I would not

j . *°Preach or administer either Sacrament; but there are many
other duties, especially in the Church, which they could perform, and relieve
he over-worked clergy.® For instance, take a church where there is only one
WIgjiDMi” who ba* daily prayer; what a benefit it would be to him to be
®" attend to other duties sometimes outside his church! I am sure the
ud in"S8ta  In own light in this respect. |fyou wonld take the matter
mfohf PPer*and write some more articles on the subject, it
Svnad wSsM®bto(Bht before the Bishops at the approaching Pan-Anglican
* SQrev therewould he little difficulty to have the law altered. [f

Church Bells.

\July i, 1876,

once those engaged in secular vocations were allowed to enter the diaconate,
| am sure the Bishops would not need to look far for men fitted to-discharge
the duties. 1f a man afterwards wished to enter the priesthood he onght to
be obliged to go .through a regular training as now.

X Henry Wrioht, junr., Lay Reader.
2 Church Villas, Lower Edmonton, N.

“Church Bells’ for Missionary Clergy.

Rev. JpHit A. Stewart Will be much obliged if the lady mentioned by
‘M. D."in last week’s Church Bells will kindly send it weekly to  Rev. Jeffrey
Hill, The Parsonage, Mcaford, Ontario, Canada.” His name may bo seen in
this year's Reportof the S.P.G.; tbe first mentioned under Huron diocese,
thouigh he is not, | believe, paid by the Society. His father, an accomplished
scholar and eloquent preacher, died in harness at a Canadian Mission, to
which he had devoted all his powers. Another son is also workinF in the
Canadian Church, and would be glad of a Church Bells if any other lady has
one to spare, with postage and kindness enough to send it. ~ A third sonis
‘delicate, and with their widowed mother lives with the .clergyman on whose
behalf this is written.

The following will also he glad to receive a copy of Church Bells
‘Rev. C. F. Patten, St. John Baptist’s Mission Station, The Bolatira, Queen’s *
Town, Graham’s Town, South Africa.”

Sir,—Can any of your readers inform me where | could get Lives ofthe
Apostles and Evangelists, and Shades of Character (3 parts), both published by
S.P.C.K.? | amtold they are now out of print. Mater,

Rbcbivbd also  Lyra.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB.
By Jasper W. Snowdon, llkley, Yorkshire.

F rom the original Court Bob pn six hells, two different variations of Major
were produced, which, from the towns wherein they were first practised,
received the names of Norwich and London Court Bob. These variations are
first to he found in print in the Clovis, published in 1788, though from the
Mason MS. in the library at Downing College, Cambridge, in which a lead of
the Double Norwich Court system is written out, it is evident that it was
known some time about the middle of the last century.

When Shipway wrote his/Irt of Ringing, in 1814, he gave much attention
to the Court method, and from the original on six hells, which, like all the
other Court variations previously rung, was Double Court, he deduced a
Single system; and reducing the others to their. SiDgle methods also, classed
them under the three headings of Court, Norwich Court, and London Court
Bob. Whether,; however, be was right in his deduction of the Single method
from the old Double on six b*dls is yet a matter of opinion, as all subsequent
writers have given a different Single Court Bob Minor, _

Owing |o the indefiniteness of the nomenclature of Court-ringing until
after the writings of Shipway; it is a matter of doubt whether certain peals, of
which records exist, rung before his time,were rung in the Norwich or
London variations. Even two peals of Double Norwich Court Bob Royal rung
in 1801 are only described as Court Bob in their records, and had we not the
.authority of Shipway, who also gives the calling of these peals, that they were
rung in the'Double Norwich method, some question might arise as to their
Idenlthtg'first mention of any peal rnng in Double Norwich Court to be found
in any printed hook is in Clovis Campanalogia, where, in connexion with ten-
bell ringing on this system, the following passage occursThe first peal
that was rung in the above method was by the St. Peter’s Company, in the
city of Norwich, on the old Peal of ten hells, which formerly occupied that
steeple.” As regards this peal, however, nothing is how known concernin
«in Norwich, and although it seems strange that a peal of ten in should be
rung before any peal of eight, yet there seems to be some ground for sup-

osint that this Real of Royal was actually rang, as in the Osborne MS. m
he British Museum, among some notes on this system, it is stated that the
Double Norwich Court method was invented hy Thomas Porter, a trunk-
maker, residing near the Market Place, Norwich, and that the first performance
W88 a peal of ten iD, rung at Norwich,in 1709. The actual date of tin-s peat
being given strengthens the evidence in favour of its performance. These
notes of Mr. Osbornes were, | imagine, made from information supplied to
him hy sonie of the old Norwich ringers, during a yisit to that city.

Major—To proceed first with the consideration of peals nmg on eight
bells. 1 find from the records of the Ancient Society of College louths tnat
eight members rang a *peal of 5040 Court Bob, being the first that was eto
done/ atSt. Lawrence Jewry, London, on Saturday, May 17th, 1736, and fit)
the original peal-book of the Union Scholars, dow in the Bntls*
itl eal of 5040 changes df *CourtBob/ called by Mr. Joria T4ol, Wik NG
b tgl Seciety at 8t '8, \Vestminstery on February 10,1 562 » wm,
from the records of the Cumberland Youths it is known that this j -
mentioned Society rang 6152 -of ‘ Court Bob” at Whitechapel, on M ’
October 12, 1706;” For some time | was in doubt as to whether these peai
were.most likely to have been rung in the Norwich or London vanauon, p w
after some search | was fortunate enough to find, in the %

the London Youths (in tho Museum), record of a peal of 6 170i,
*Court Bob/ rung at St. Moiy’s, Whitechape ,011 Sratart ?

which throws soiiie light pn the matter. « Tins peal bpsit ~ ~ although
pn tbe reverse side of the page, and from them it can be »  go>ng slight
the methpd was hardly the regular London Court, _Jiein j have, tbere-
variation' from it, and evidently was not theNorwich j n ondon or

fore, concluded tint the pealsJust mentioned were all inng
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some very similar variation, and this conclusion is strongly supported by tho
gnt reliable record of a peal of Norwich Court Bob whioh I have been able to
diacorer. It is that ofa peal rung by tho Sooiety of Cumberland Youths at
st. Matthews, Bcthuid Green, Monday, January 7,1788, which is stated in
the Soclety‘s peal book to bo *tho first true peal ever rung in London in this
method.” It would therefore appear, that if any peal had previously boen
fang, it had been a false one.

ho next performance on eight bells I con find is a peol of 3010 changes,
rang by the Soliam ringers, to record which a tablet exists in the Solinm
tower. ~This is tho company of ringers previously mentioned in the paper on
eImperial’ ringing. Following this come peals of the same length at St.
Michael's Coslnny, Nonvioli, in 1815; at Saffron Walden, in 1817; and |
believe another was also rung in Norfolk in.tho same year. In the followmg
rear (1818) tho greatest length then achieved in Double Norwich, viz. UO0D
changes, was accomplished at Gravesend. During 1827 a peal of 5870 was
rung at St. Giles’, Norwich, and in 1831 one .of 0100 at St. Michael's Cos-
lany in the some city. This last number still stands supreme as the greatest
length, yet completed in this system. 1 then find records of peals of 6040,
rung at North Elmbnui, Bonington, and Clerkeuwcll, in the years 1832,1838,
and 1840 respectively. In 1844 the Christleton ringers, Cheshire, rang 5370,
and in 1848 three peals were rung, namely, one of 6152 by the St. James’
Society at St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green;.one of 5204 at Trinity, Newington,
by the College.Youths; and one of 5040 of Beal Double Norwich—(hat is,
with bobs from bebind ns well ns from the front in each bob lead—at St.
Mur's, Woolwich. The latest performance in this system is a peal of 5152
rang at Marsham, in Norfolk, in 1851.

Aom the foregmng list it may be seen, that whilst from 1815 to 1851 there
was nota greater interval than nine years without a peal in this method being
rung, itis now twenty-four years since the last was accomplished. | wish to
observe that this system is well worth the attention of all practical ringers, ns
itis most musical, and justly merits the partiality Shipway expressed towards
it; and although itis oiten considered an intricate method, a careful study of
theworklhroughoutafull course will show that it is remarkably even and
symmetrical, and could, with a little attention, bo easily acquired by aDy
moderately progressive band of ringers. Hoping that, with the increased
interest lately accorded to ringing, this system may Boon receive the attention
itsmerits deserve, | will next week proceed with farther aathentio details of
the different performances enumerated .above.

The Yorkshire Association of Change-ringers.
President—Jasper AY. Snowdon, HkleyV
Vice-Presidents—C. Jaoksok, Hull, and Ay. H. Howard, York.
July Meeting, 1870, All Saints, llkley.
To the — Society of Change-ringers.

Genttemen,—T he Quarterly Meeting ofthe Society having been appointed
to be held at Ilkley, on Saturday, July 1st, 1870, members and friends ore
invited to attend.

;.Considering that the universal observance of tho late |nnovauon of pro-
viding teireshments for ringers ding these will ly prove
prewdlmal to the interests of the Society, it is not our intention to moke an
such preparations. We alsothink that ourexample in this matter, if followed,
will be fonnd beneficial, os calculated not to limit tho number of places at
which the Society will be welcome to hold its meetings.

As the ringing exertions of Our Society are entirely gratuitous, arid as we
have not, as yet, in any way asked tho public to support us in anything
connected with our personal benefit, we do not wish to ask it in this ease.

That wo may, however, show that our motive is not in any way to evade
rendering ourselves liable to any personal expense attending such prepara-
tions, and in order that we may mark the first visit of the Society to llkley,
We purpose commencing a subscription towards defraying the expense of.
purchasing a plate for printing a suitable -Certificate of Membership for the
use of tho Society.

% visiting Ilkley on July 1st will be permitted to use the bells in
tbe order of precedence in which 'they enter their names on the list we shall!

open for the day.  Any company not being in readiness when called upon will
uatne placed at the bottom of the list, and the company next in order

Wwfil be called.
“L -A Committee Meeting will be held at the Crescent Hotel at4 p.m.,and a
ner"V/l«eting at the Itose and Crown Hotel at 5 o'clock, when the Presi-
dent of the Society will take the chair.
particulars can bo had by addressing our Conductor, Mr. J. C.
uni; Skipton Road, Ilkley. Aveare, Gentlemen, yours truly,
H . The lIkley Amateur Sooiety of Cqaxge-ringers.
*A[Though the above was too lato for last week’ issue, it may be in time,
~ |ch some of our Yorkshire friends. At all events it trill let tho ringing
world know how maners are improving in that county, and wo heartily
them God speed.—I

Deadening of Sound in the Belfry.
‘MWTH  ~1*? * ask the opinion of yourself or others practicnlly conversant
ina“in sub]ect as to what is the most effectual method of deadening sound
~ e interval between the ringing-floor and the bells is

ero
P'S where on mtermedlate chamber is out of tho question? Tho diffl-:

"o
) bells

? tc be overcome arises in no degree from the volume of sound—t
. *i. sPeasptly to the fingers—hut in chiming 110{)

telned the ringers being unable to discern the sounds over their heads
which are not, as when they peal, definite and distinct. Broxtadwr.

bw Ove n“lhlng can be dono to make matters comfortable for tho

wndlcr | found to touch a rope in such a position.

e s RS 200 o b et
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Bell-ringing Nuisance at Blackburn, Lancashire.

Os Monday and Tuesday, the 6th and Oth ult.,, the inhabitants of
Blackburn were annoyed by a ringing contest on tho parish-ehurch bells.
Music and fiiults being dinned into their ears from early morn till night by a
succession of change-ringing, so that the inhabitants certainly bad too much
ofit. Asusual, we suppose tho publicans had the bestprize. No mention
being made in the local pﬂaers of the sanction of the Avicarand tbe Cburch-
wordens, we trust the no voice in this desecration of the goods of the
Church intrusted to them for other uses.

AVo advise the respectable inhabitants who feel aggrieved by such pro.
ceedings to support tho parochial authorities, by momoralising them not to
allow a recurrence of such a gathering in future. They will have the thanks
of hundreds of ringers, and some of tho best in the kingdom. Such piize-
ringings lower the respectability of tho ringer and the noble science of change-
ringing in tho estimation of the public, and therefore we raise our voice
against it—Ed.

Ringing at St. Michael’s, Lichfield.

A pear of Grandsiro Minor was rung on the bells of this church on
June 14 by the following:—T. Meredith, conductor, 1st; H. Meacham, 2nd ;
AY.A. Avood, 3rd; J. Key, 4th; Bev.J.J. Serjeanlsun rectcr 5th; AA Durr&d*
oth, This is the first %ealofminoreverrung by Lichfield ringers only,without
assistance from elsewhere

[A%e wish we could record the names of more parsons taking a rope with
their ringers, and joining them in a peal of changes.—E d.]

Ringing at Bradford, Yorkshire.

On Saturday, June 17tb, the Society of Change-riugersofSt.John’s, Horlon
Lane, Bradford, rang a touoli of Merchant's Betum Major, consisting of 2088
changes, in 1 hr. 3Umins. The ringers were stationed as follows;—J. Angus,
treble; J. Jenkinson, 2nd-, J. H. Fisher, 3rd; Ak Swaine, 4th; M. Binns, 5th;
J.- H. Hoi-dcnstle, Olh J. Cheetliam, 7t|| JH. Dixon, tenor. AVelght of
tenor, 10 cwt. Composed by Ar. Sottonstoll of Sowerby. Conducted by J. H.
Dixon. —Reported.

New Ring of Bells at Kingsbridge, Deyon

T his town was unusually gay on Thursday, tho 22nd ult., on the occasion
of the opening of the new ring of eight bells by the Devonshire Guild of
Ringers. The proceedings commenced with a dedication service in the church
at twelve o'clock, at which the A'icar, the Rev. A. N. Kingston, officiated. At
one o’clook the bells were formally opened by the Guild. There was a public
luncheon at two otlook, at Foales King's Arms Hotel. The chair was taken
by the Rev. A. N. Kingston, and the vice-chair by B. Hurrell, Esq. Before
and after luncheon the Devonshire Guildsmen rang half a peal 0f5040 Grand-
sire Triples. The latter part of the day. was given up to local ringers, who
rang peals of Ups and Downs and Bound and Bounds. The bells, in the key
«f F, were manufactured by Mears and Stninbank,- of Whitechapel, London.—
Local Paper.

BELFRY RECORDS.
ST. NICHOLAS, LIVERPOOL. (Tablet in;the Belfry.)
810. Os Thursday, March 11th, 1875, a peal containing 5040 changes of K ent Treblo Bob

Maxinnu. ' rung lu thistowor in hours 4 SSminutes, by the followingperform
John Heron, Juur. Treble. William Heron, Sixth Booth, Tenth.
Isaac Meadows Second. Henry Brooks, Serenth. William 0111, 1
Charles AlbertHeron, Third.  George Holsby, Eighth Thomas Motcalf, J
lioury Meadows, Fourth William Bostow, Xinth. ~ James Egerton,  \ ,,

William Woodhead, Fifth Robert Thistlewood.J
Composed 4 conducted by Jojm Hemn A

Jones, Esqr. L
5 Sleele Esqr.

CHARLTON KINGS, GLOUCESTERSHIRE.
. (Tablet in.the Belfry,)

841. Tins tablet; erecled by the Society ofRingors, Charlton Kings, to record that o
Tuesday, Fobruanr 25th, 1C8, tlioy rang 42 Graudsiros, sixscores, containing EDAOchanges
In three hours 4 Ave minutes, bvhe following persuus
Richard Shaylor Treble Remming, Third 1 Walter James,Fifth.
Henry Katn, Junr. Second. |Jn nme3 Midwinter. Fourth \llcnry Karii, Sen  Tenor.

Conducted by James Midwinter. Tenor, 23cwt. }

ST. MICHAEL’S, COVENTRY. (Tablets in the Belfry.) i

2. On Easter Monday, 1807, a Peal of 5021 Changes
this Stooplo by the undor-montiouod Persons; iu_ 3 H
Soclety ofSaint Martinss Youths, Blrmmgham Viz.i—
James Edmunds, Treble. 0s Povey, Fourth I $amuel Lavyrence, Eightn
Stephen Hill, Second. W, Coton. Eifth, Wm. Bonnet. XInth.
Benjmn. Pugh, Third. Joseph Qroyaon, Sixth Janies Bill; 7Vnor.

| Thos. Midlare, Seventh.

3 Os Sunday morning, Sept. Gth, 1807, was Ruljis-Stooplo, by the following
persons belonging to the Society of Covontry Youths, a Complefe Peal or Bobb major Royal,
containing 0140 changes, in 4 hours and 23 min. Composed and Cnilod |y JosephKeene

lark, Treble. 1'Jas. Mazey, Fourth 1" Edward Eafdlcy, Eighy™

Wm. Philips, Second Thos. Dagloy, F - 1 Josh.:Kcouo, Xint
Henry Barnwell, Third, | Wm. MIcl Iownghl sixth. | FraudsJackson, Tenor,

| Jorcmlah Payne, Seventh. |

Tub unknown Abt, Dkspised by thb ionohal

Tenbr, 32cwt. 7 1bs.. costby John Briant of hertford i 1SOS

- 844. To Celebrate theglorrlous victory obtained by Lord Wellington over tho trench at
Balamanca, A Pool was Rung on those Bells, on monaay, 17t) August, 1812 Consisting of
5000 Changes of Oxford treble.Bob Royal, in B Hours and 33 minutes, by the forlowing
persons, vis

orgo Hawkes, Treble.
o Phillips.’ Second.
William Hassail, Third.

* JoromlInh Payno, Fourth,
William Adarns, Fifth
William simkins; Sixth.

seph Keene, Seventh.

Composed and billed by Joseph Keeno

I William Hanson 5| hth
| Thomas Clark, Nin
I Fninois Jackson, Tenor

Jo:
The above Peal t
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CORRESPONDENCE.

Remedies for Drunkenness.

Sir,—Your wide-awake and logical contributor, ‘Pi.,” lias been doing great
service to the cause of Temperance by his able Comments week by week. (I
notice that they are regularly printed verb, et lit., with acknowledgment, in the
Alliance Netvs.) Tor though the clergy may dwell 111 caves apart, as the
Bishop of Manchester, quoting Bacon, said of them at the Nottingham Con-
ference, they are still open to reason, when fairly used, and when supported,
as in this matter, by the sad logic of appalling facts. It seems rather
offensively patronising to say that the clergy are open to reason, but | suspect
the apologetic phrase is suggested by the remembrance of some pathetic
words of Archdeacon Sandford, spoken at a temperance meeting shortly before
his death, in which he bitterly lamented the apathy of the Church on a
question which moved his soul. How delighted he would have been to see
the Church’ attitude now!

Some of your readers, who shrink from thorough-going restrictive legis-
lation, may be interested in seeing what was written on this point a century
ago, by one who was at once a philanthropist, a scholar, and a Churchman.
The Rev. Yicesimus Knox, D.D., could surely have seen, during all the
thirty-three years’ head-mastersliip of the Tunbridge Grammar School,
nothing like the amount of drunkenness which he might now witness in any
of our large towns in as many days. And those who know him only as the
editor of the once popular volumes of Elegant Extracts, will read with surprise
his opinions on the legalised drink-traffic of his day, as expressed in
No. CXLVII. of the Essays, Moral ancl Literary. This essay, from which the
following extract is taken, is entitled, £0n the Profligacy and consequent
Misery of the Lower Classes, and on the Means of Prevention.’

£The evils arising from the poverty of the lower ranks are trifling when
compared with those occasioned by their depravity. There is, indeed, no real
and substantial happiness of which poverty, when accompanied with health
and innocence, is not capable; but wallowing in vice, involved in the per-
plexities of fraud, haunted by the fears of detection, and distressed and
tormented with the diseases of intemperance, it becomes such a state of
wretchedness and wickedness as can only be exceeded in the regions of
infernal torture. And can the rulers of this world possess a plenitude of power
without attempting to exert it in its fullest force in the prevention, or at least
the mitigation, of extreme misery among the lowest, the most numerous, and
perhaps the most useful members of the community ? | have no esteem for
that species of politics which pretends to pursue a national good inde-
pendently of the happiness of individuals; and | cannot help thinking, a
system of government which derives any part of its wealth from the wretched-
ness of the greater part of its subjects, not only defective but diabolical. To
encourage intoxication for the sake of increasing a revenue, though it may be
natural in a confederacy of sharpers, is an idea so mean, so base, so cruel,
that the statesman who entertains it, however loaded with civil honours, and
renowned for his wisdom, deserves to be stigmatised with immortal infamy.
That the vices and miseries of the lower classes chiefly arise from the multi-
plication of houses of public entertainment, is a truth which none have ever
controverted. And perhaps 110 effectual and permanent remedy can be
applied, without the interposition of the legislature, in lessening the number
of public-houses, and in exacting a strict scrutiny into the characters of those
to whom licenses are allowed.

‘But in the present constitution of affairs, it is greatly to be feared that
the desire of raising a large revenue will usually supersede all moral con-
siderations. What, indeed, is the moralist to the financier ? The greatness
of empire, like that of private life, is for the most part estimated by riches,
exclusively of private virtue and of intellectual excellence. If, then, we vainly
appeal to the legislature, we must seek in other resources for the alleviation
of a disease which perhaps the legislature alone can radically cure.’

This 1lextract,” which is forcible as well as *elegant,” concludes as all
extracts should, with an echo that may profitably linger on the ear—
| A disease which perhaps the legislature alone can radically cure.” And when
one reflects that in Dr. Knox’s time there were no Temperance Societies,
political or otherwise, and not a fraction of our drunkenness, except in the
upper classes, it is plain that this Oxford Fellow, this country clergyman,
this public schoolmaster, would have been, had he lived a hundred years

later, a tower of strength and an engine of destruction in a great and
righteous war. Yv.q.
Liverpool.

The Diaconate.

Sir —I1 hope that the-writer (‘T. ,H. E.”) of last week’s article, on the
‘ Difficulties of District Churches,” will again and again call attention to the
fearful loss the Church sustains, in her work among the poorer classes, hy
the absurd manner in which she refuses to fully sanction the employment of
deacons and laymen amongst them.

As a working man | know something of the feelings of my class, and | am
convinced that it once the impediments which prevent the recognition of a
revived diaconate, and also o f4lay unpaid sub-deacons,” were removed, a"great
advance would be made by the Church amongst the poor of our towns, and
also in scattered agricultural parishes. Who does not know of many cases
where a school-church or mission room, worked by laymen, would have saved
the Church from the shame of seeiDg the spiritual needs of scattered hamlets
left entirely to Dissenters, and would have given the Church many loving
children who are now opponents? In a neighbouring parish there were two
such hamlets, one of which has now developed into a thriving mining village,
and become a notbed of political Dissent. In my native parish four outlying
places are left to Dissent, and two have no spiritual provision at ail. In a
neighbouring Rural Deanery there is a clergyman who holds two benefices,
and services are only held once a Sunday in each church now; the squire of

Church Bells.

\July 8, 1876.

one of these parishes is a very good Churchman, and quite competent to con-
duct another service, either as a deacou or layman.

The Church has also lost many faithful Christians, owing to the fact that
no such work was found for them in her (apparently) cast-iron system. Why
should not laymen, when approved of hy competent authority, spread the
‘glad tidings5abroad ? They would probably reach classes where the clergy
have the greatest difficulty in obtaining a footing. But, unfortunately, this
serious matter seems to be nobody’s business; andi the official mind appears
much afraid lest the slackening of one oppressive clamp should send the
Church flying into a thousand pieces. | would ask, in conclusion, whether it
is the Establishment which prevents the Church having what it professes to
have, viz. a three-fold ministry ? If so it cannot he worth preserving. A. Z.

Church Newspapers for Missionaries.

Sir,—My attention having been drawn to some letters in Church Bells on
sending newspapers to missionaries abroad, | ask your permission to say that
cM. D.”and any other readers of Church Bells can obtain from me addresses
of missionaries who will be most thankful for Church newspapers, illustrated
newspapers, and periodicals. | am, also, frequently asked for missionary
papers, e.g. the Net, Mission Life, &. The postage is exceedingly low, and
seldom exceeds Id. for a paper under 4 oz., provided it is posted within eight
days of publication. To Mauritius and Madagascar the postage is higher, viz.
'3d. and -id.. and for these dioceses | should he very thankful for offers, as it
is more difficult to supply them. | shall he grateful to my correspondents if
they will name the papers they are willing to send, and if regularly, and to
let me know if for any cause they discontinue posting them.

Hurst, Bournemouth. T. E. Usherwood.

Sir,—I shall he happy to send a copy of Church Bells to the brother of
the Rev. Jeffrey Hill, mentioned in the impression of July 1st, if his name
and address are published in the next number. L. P.

Sir,—In compliance with a suggestion made lately hy a writer in Church
Bells. I now send my copy to the Rev. A. C. Waghorne, Ferryland, Newfound-
land, whose name is in the list of the S. P. G. missionaries. | merely trouble
you with this in order to avoid duplicates being sent. L. M. R.

Sir,—1 shall have much pleasure in forwarding my copy of Church Bells
to the Rev. C. F. Patten, South Africa, uDless | hear from Mr. Stewart that
he has already procured one for him; in which case I will send it to any one
else named in your columns (of course paving postage).

Yarm, Yorkshire. Marianne Fawcett.

4M. A. 0.” will see that her purpose has been forestalled. She will, no
doubt, find another recipient. ‘E. H.” and ‘Mrs. Gross’ will please accept
tlie same answer.
‘Shades of Character.’

Sir,—In Church Bells for July 1st. 4Mater ’ asks for Shades of Character.
| have the book by Mrs. Woodroofe, in two vols. strongly bound and in good
condition. As | am working for a bazaar towards the erection of a new
church in a very poor village (Sclioles), if *Mater’ will kindly send me her
address | shall he glad to send the books at once for what she may feel dis-
posed to give for the church. Mary E. Bennett.

Cleckheaton. Normanton, Yorks.

St. Andrew’s W aterside M ission.

Tiie Rev. John Searth, on behalf of the St. Andrew’s Waterside Church
Mission, begs to offer best thanks for a parcel of hooks from *Colchester,’ to
be acknowledged in Church Bells; also for a parcel from 4Memo, Hastings,
with the same direction.

Gravesend, 29th June, 1870.

R eceiveA also '—L. D. ; Thomas BOyd; xX. ;Y.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB.
By Jasper W. Snowdon, llkley, Yorkshire.
(Continned from p. 307.)

The details of the performances in this system enumerated last week are
as follows:—

1. From the Cumberlands' Peal-book:—*St. Matthew, Bethnal Green. The Society rang

011 Monday, Jan. 7th, 1788, a complete peal of 5040 changes of Norwich Court Bob in
3 hours and 25 minutes, being the first true peal ever rang in London in that method. By
the following persons:—John Reeves, treble; Wm. Stevens, 2; Wm. West, 3; Anthony
Cavalier, 4; Mallachi Channon, 5; Francis Nay, 6; Abraham lzard, 7; James Purser,
tenor._ This_peal was called by Mr. John Reeves.’ .
2. Tabletin the belfry of St. Andrew's, Soha<u, Camhs.:—Under a heading, ‘Peals rung
in this tower by the "Society of Soham Youths,” is included the following:—*1st Jan.
1795, 5040 of Norwich Court in 3 hours and 30 rnin. Ed. Tebbit, 1; Thos. Tcbbit, 2;
Robt. Chevis, 3; Thos. Tebbit, junr., 4; Robt. Tehbit, 5; Luke Goldsbrow, 6; Robt.
Silver, 7; Thomas Brown, S.

3. Tablet in the belfry of St. Michael at Coslany, Norwich:—‘Monday, Dec. 18th, 1815,
5040 changes of that Indicate Method of Norwich Court Bob were rung in 3hours and
20 minutes, in this steeple, without the misplacing of a bell or the repetition of a single
change. Tlie peal was conducted by Mr. Robt. Chesnutt, and the bold and regular strikin
reflects great credit on the ringers; after which a short length of that Ingenious an
harmonious Pea . Siedman Tripples, was rung by the same company, and performed by
the following 'gersons:—Jno. Clarke, treble; Willm. Mann, 2; Jno. Giddeus, 3; Fredk.
:Natering, 4; Robe. Chesnutt, 5; Thos. Burrell, 6; Sami. Havers, 7; Josh. Lubbock,
enor.’

4. Tablet i, the belfry at Saffron Walden, Essex:—‘Double Norwich Court Bob. A true
and completegneal, containing 5040 changes, was rung on the 4th day of February, 1817, in
3 hoursand 25 minutes, by:—Jas. Bennett, treble; Thos. Bauuow, 2; J. Richardson, 3;
W. Spicer, 4 ; David Smart, 5; Samuel Francis, G; Richard Miller, 7; W. Rumble, tenor.
Composed and conducted by Richard Miller.”

5 Tablet in the belfry at Gravesend, Kent:—*On April 15th, ISIS, was rang here a com-
plete 6000 of Double Norwich Court Bob Major, in 3 hours and 44 minutes, by the Union
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Youths of Gravesend, viz. ~ Wm. Murray, treble; Tlios. Coombes, 2; Wm. Higgins, 3;
Thos. Strange, 4; Wm. Eversfield, 5; Wm, Ambrose, 6; Wm Cooper, T; Geoe. Kibble,
tenor * This peal follows the record of one of the same length of Double London Court,
and the tablet goes 011 : * Both the above peals were composed by Wm. Eversfield, aud
conducted by Geoe. Kibble, and are the greatest lengths in these methods ever before
accomplished in this country.”

. 6. Tabletin the belfri/ at St. Giles's, Norwich:—*On Saturday, May 19tli, 1827, was run
in this steeple, by a select company of ringers, 5376 changes of that very ingenious an
intricate composition, Norwich Double Court Bob. This great task 011 eight bells was
penectly completed in the space of 3 hours and 1G mins., without the repetition of
changes, and is only the second peal in this difficult method that ever was accomplished ill
this city  This peal was composed and ably conducted by Sami. Thurston, and for bold
and regular striking reflects great credit 011 the company, and was rung by the following
persons —William Mann, 1; Elijah Mason, 2; Jno. Greenwood, 3; Jno. Coleman, 4;
George Haines, 5; Jno. Hornegold, 6; Charles Payne, 7; Sami. Thurston, 8.’

7. Tablet in the belfry at St, Michael at Coslany, Norwich:—*On Tuesday, Nov. 1st, 1S31,
were run% a true and complete peal, comprising 0160 changes of the ‘Double method of
Norwich Court Bob Major, which by reason of the intricacy of tlie composition might be
proEerIy called a performance of first-rate eminence, and with respect to the superiority of
striking it was no less worthy of notice. ~The utmost regularity beim]; retained from
beginning to ending, which included an interval of 3 hours and 45 min. It was composed
and expertly conducted b[v) Mr._ San'ivel Thurston, and rung by tlie undermentioned

ersons:—Peckr Hill, treble: Elijah Mason, 2; Fredc. Waterln?, 3; James Truman, 4;
enry Hubbard, 5; Robert Burrell. 6; Charles Payne. 7; Samuel Thurston, tenor.’

8. Tabletin the belfry at North Elmha.ni, Norfolk:—*January 16th, 1832, was rung in this
steeple 5040 changes of Norwich Court Bob in 3 hours and 15 mins. by the following
persons of this parish, viz..—Youngs Bailey, treble ; Jno. Farrow, 2; Francis Cushing, 3’;
Thomas Fenn, 4; Thomas Cooper, 5; Christopher Cook, 6; Thomas Tuck, 7; Robert
Farrow, tenor, who conducted the peal.’

9. Tablet in the belfry of Benington, Herts:—‘On Tuesday, Nov. 20, 1849, a complete
peal ol Double Norwich Court Bob Major was rung in this steeple in 3 hoursand 1min.
This peal, one oftlie mcst difficult in the science of chahge-riuging, and the only peal ill
this intricate method ever rung in the county of Hertford, was accomplished ill a masterly
style by the undermentioned persons, all resident in this parish:—James llott, treble;
Thomas Page, 2: Leonard Proctor, 3; William Collins, 4; John Ayiott, 5; Charles
Hollingsworth, 6; Joseph Kitchener, 7; George Warner, tenor. The peal was most ably
conducted by Mr J. Kitchener, is the production of Mr. J. Miller, of the Cumberland
Youths, London, and contains sixty bobs.’

10. Tablet in the belfry of St. James's, Ohrhemcell:—*Society of Cumberlands. Eight
members of the above Society rung in this steeple, on Friday, September 22nd, 1840, a true
and complete peal of Double Norwich Oourt-bob Major, containing 5040 changes, in 3 hours
and 14m in.Jas. Howell, treble ; Jer. Miller, 2; Charles Jaggers, 3; Josh. Wright, 4;
William Lobb, 5; Chas. Wilson, 6; Jas. Burwash, 7; Wm. Pratt, tenor. Composed and
conducted by Mr J. Miller.’

11. From the Era, Sept. 15,1544:—*On Wednesday evening-last, the I1th inst. the Change
Ringers of Christleton, Cheshire, ascended their tower and rang in an excellent style, a
true and complete peal of Double Norwich Court Bob, consisting of 5370 changes, which
peal was composed by Mr. John Lates of Birmingham, havm%the 6th 24 timesright and
24 times wrong. It was performed in 3 hours and 3 mins. by the following persons: —
G. lielsbj7 treble ; J. Venables, 2; T. Brown, 3; W. Lunt, 4; W. Mayers, 5; Samuel
Mayers, 6 ; Joseph Mayers, 7; Thomas Mayers, tenor. The peal was conducted bv Mr. T.
Mayers. This is the first peal ever rung in the county of this method.”

12. Approximate copy of Tablet lately in St Matthew's, Bethnal Green, destroyed, with bells
and lower, byfire, in Bee. 1859:—*‘On Saturday, Nov. 4th, 1848, the St. James’ Society
rang in 3 hours and S min. a peal of Double Norwich Court Bob Major, containing 5152
changes:—George Woolf, treble; Henry W. Haley, 2; Charles Evennett, 3; George E.
Ferris, 4; Robert Jameson, 5; William Cooter, 6; James Dwight, 7; Matthew A. Wood,
tenor. Composed and conducted by H. W. Haley.”

13. Tablet in the belfry of St. Mary's, Woolwich:—*‘On Thursday, Nov. 16th, 184S, the
following members of the Society of St. Mary’s, Woolwich, rung 01 these bells an excellent
geal_ of Real Double Norwich Court Bob Major, comprising 5040 changes, in 3 hours and

min. viz..—John Banister, treble: A/ Banister, 2; F. H.  Banister, 3'; Sami. Teasel, 4 ;
AV, Keeble, 5; Geo. Cleveland, 6 ; Geo. Banister, 7; Edwd. Afest, tenor.
conducted by Mr. AY Banister.’

14. Tabletinthe belfry at Trinity, Newington :—‘Society of College Youths, Established
a.d. 1637. The first peal of Double Norwich Court Bob in the county of Surrey was rung
in this steeple on Friday, Dec. 29th, 14S, in 3 hours aud 20 min., containing 5264 changes.
Performers:—James Mash, treble; Wm. Cooter, 2; R. Jameson, 3; John Cox, 4; John
Bradley, 5; Edwd. Lanedell, 6; James Dwight, 7; Edward Sawyer, tenor. Composed
and conducted by J. Cox.’

15. From Bell's Life, Feb. 23, 1851:—*‘Marsham, Norfolk. On Tuesday last the Aylsliam
and Marsham Society of Change-ringers ascended the tower of the latfer parish and rang
5152 changes of Double Norwich Com-t Bob Major, in 2 hours 56 min. his is the first
peal ever rung 011 this intricate and difficult method by any company in the county except
the Norwich ringers. It was composed by Mr. Thomas Hurry, of St. Peter’s Company,
Norwich, and conducted by Thomas Greenwood. The ringers were stationed thus:—
Thomas Greenwood, treble; Henry Edridge, 2; Charles Clements, 3 ; John Edi-idge, 4;
Edward Fitt, 5; Thomas Gooch, 6; Samuel Mayston, 7; Thomas Edridge, tenor.”

Composed and

Royal.—As | previously stated, the first mention of a peal of Royal is the
one said to have been rung on the old ten bells at St. Peter’s, Norwich, and
although nothing beyond what | have already stated is known to me, and | am
informed by more than one old Norwich ringer that there is now no further
knowledge of its having been performed existing at Norwich, yet | am un-
willing not to give it the benefit of the doubt, and also Ivish to place it upon
this list, so that by keeping it still before the eyes of the public, if any cor-
roborative evidence of its accomplishment yet exists, it may be brought
forward. Shipway mentions two peals of Royal liiDg in his time, and Avith
regard to them 1 cannot do better than quote his words:—*This and the
following peal of Royal were rung in 1801. The 5040 at Christ Church,
Spitalfields, by a band selected from the three principal Societies of ringers in
the metropolis ; and 011 a tablet in that steeple it is stated to be the first peal
ever rung of that intricate method. The 5200 was rung at St. Leonards,
Shoreditch, by a band of the Society of Cumberlands; consequently, by that
statement, they are the first and only Society that has accomplished so
arduous an undertaking.” These are the only other peals known to have been
rung, | therefore append full particulars of them. The tablet in Spitalfields
church was surmounted by a drawing of the edifice. It was, of course, con-
sumed hy the fire which destroyed the tower and its fine ring of twelve bells
on Wednesday, February 17,1830, hut | have been fortunate in finding a copy
of it amongst the Oshorne MS. The tablet recording the peal at St
Leonard’ is still in existence, but from dirt and neglect its details are
illegible, | therefore affix the notice of this peal given in the Cumberlands’
peal-book ;—

1. Pealrung at St. Peter’s, Norwich, in 1769. ?1 o further particulars known.% .

2. Tablet formerly in the belfry of Christ Church, Spitalfields:—‘Christ Church, Spital-
fields. This drawing is in commemoration ofan excellent peal rung in this church by a
friendly socie%/, on Saturday, Feb. 2S, 1801, consisting of 5040 changes of Court Bob Royal,
in 3hrs. and 37 mins. This great performance (being the firstin this intricate methodF is
highly esteemed for the correct striking and harmony it produced, and cannot be equalled
but by the same exertion and perseverance, which must ever reflect honor and credit to
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the performers. Thomas Smith, 1; James Purser, 2; Joseph Ladley, 3; William Beard, 4;

John Reeves, 5; Anthony Cavalier, 6 ; AVilliam Troup, 7; Charles Barber, 8; John

'l\\‘loonan, 9; Edward Bartell, 10. The above peal was composed and conducted by Mr.
oonan.’

3. From the Cumberlands' Peal-book:—*Shoreditch, Easter Tuesday, 7th April. 1801. This

Society rang 5220 changes of Court Bob Royal in 3 hours and 37 minutes, being the first
peal ever rang in this method. Composed and conducted hy George Gross. George Gross,
treble; George Gross, jun., 2; James Nash, 3; William Shipway, 4; John Poulden, 5;
John Hints, 6; Malachi Cbannon, 7; Thomas Reeves, 8; Samuel Cowling, 9; AVilliam
Stephens, 10.

Maximus—Of Double Norwich Court Dob twelve in, only one peal has
been rung, and this unique performance was achieved in the city from which
this variation takes its name, having been accomplished at St. Peter’s, Man-
croft, Norwich, on the splendid ring of twelve in that tower, by the Society of
Norwich Scholars. Full particulars of this peal will be found in the copy of
the tablet given below, which commemorates its execution:—

1 Tablet in the belfry of St. Peter's, Mancroft, Norwich:—*Monday, January 20th, 1817,

were rung in this steeple 5016 of that most ingenious and intricate peal, Norwich Court
Bob Maximus, in 4 hrs. and 2mins. without tbe miss of a bell, or the repetition of a single
change. This peal very much resembles Norwich Court Royal on Ten ; there being short
dodging on the bells before and behind, and tenth’s place at the bob. The ingenuity of
its composition, and the bold and regular striking, reflect great credit 011 the company,
and are allowed by;udges to be a performance which, if ever equalled, can never be sur-
passed. It is the first peal ever accomplished in England in that intricate method on
twelve hells; was conducted by Mr. Robert Chesnutt and rung by the following persons.
Robert Chesnutt, treble ; Peckover Hill, 2; John Giddens, 3; Charles Gittings, 4; Samuel
Havers, 5; Charles Keif, 6; George Haines, 7; John Trowse, 8; Joseph Lubbock, 9;
Thomas Hurry, 10; Nathaniel Beales, 11; Samuel Thurston, Matthew Smith, tenor.*

Mr. Cox’s Testimonial Fund.

Sie,—By request of the Gommittee | beg to acknowledge the receipt of
some other donations; and in thanking gentlemen for their subscriptions and
promises | wish also to say, that by the general tone of letters received on
this business, subscribers seem pleased with the opportunity of paying this
compliment to Mr, Cox.

Subscriptions already announced . 8 0
Rev. W. Wigram, Rector of St. Andrew’s, Hertford 1 1 0
H. W. Ellicott, Esq., Master of the Oxford Uni-

versity Change-ringers’ Society 010 O
Rev. F. H. Fisher, Vicar of Fulham 0 5 0
FT.R. Burton, E s q 0 5 0

y. Dains, Hon. Sec.

Opening of a new Ring at Kingsbridge, Devon.

Sie,—Will you allow me space to correct and augment the report copied in
your last issue from a local paper? The representatives of the Guild of
Devonshire Ringers did notring half a peal, but tsvo touches of 1232 and 1386
Grandsire Triples—one before and the other after the public luncheon. The
ringers were stationed as follows F. Browning, treble ; Rev. M. Kelly, 2nd;
W. Banister, 3rd; J. Baxter, itli; R. Ford, 5th; J. Eastabrook, Oth; C. H.
Norrington, 7th ; E. Taylor lirst touch, and S. Brock the second, at the tenor.
Mr. W. Banister conducted.

| may add that all the members of the Guild were well pleased with the
reception they met with at Kingsbridge.

J. L. Langdon Fuleoed, Hon. Sec. G. D. R.

A Noisy Ringing-chamber.

Sie,—Allow me to suggest that it is not always possible to bring the ropes
down to tlie ground and to ring from the pavement. In such a case the noise
of the bells in the ringing-chamber may be subdued by covering the floor of
the belfry itself with a few- inches’ depth of sawdust, or of well-kneaded clay.
Of course all cracks between the floor-boards must be effectually closed, or
dust will run down; and light boards should be laid upon the sawdust and
fastened down, so as to keep all tidy. W. Wigeayji.

[Other kind friends have sent the same advice—the only one to be acted
upon where the ropes cannot be brought to the ground.—E d.]

Tibenham, Norfolk.

Within the last few years this parish has been twice enlivened by a joyous
reopening of its beautiful bells—on Dec. 19, 1803, on account of the recasting
of the treble bell; and on June 26th last, after the rehanging of the whole ring
by Mr. Day, of Eye, Suffolk. Ringersfrom twelve different parishes attended.
A large congregation assembled for divine service at 3.30 p.m. Prayers were
read by the Vicar. The Psalms selected for the day were v., xv\, Ixxxiv. ; and
the Lessons, Num. x. 1-10; Heb. x. 11-25. An appropriate and impressive
sermon was preached hy Rev. S. Cutler Hooley, Vicar of Tharston.—Reported.

Ringing at Saffron Walden, Essex.

On Tuesday, June 27th, upon the occasion of their anniversary, the
Benington Society of Change-ringers visited Saffron Walden, when they rang
2912 changes, in the several difficult ancl musical methods of Double Norwich
Court Bob Major, Superlative Surprise Major, London Surprise Major, Cam-
bridge Surprise Major, Treble Bob, in the Kent variation, and Stedman
Triples. Messrs. John Cox, H. Hopkins, and T. Miller, from the Cumber-
land Society, were present, and, with the meeting of many friends from distant
parts, such a fine day’s ringing has very rarely been known or so eDjoyed.—
Contributed.

Guild of West Kent Ringers.
Notice.

Thf.ee will be a meeting of the Guild held at Gravesend on Saturday after-
noon, the 22nd inst., and another at Bexley on Saturday afternoon, the 5th
August, ringing to commence at 4 otlock. Members wishing to have their
journey expenses paid out of the funds of the Guild must send in their
names to the Secretary through their representative at least three days before
each meeting. Expenses will be paid to both these meetings, there being
two rings of bells at Gravesend.—Communicated.

Received:—J. P. Jerrain; Treble Bob; J. A. Edmundg*
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Experiments on Living Animals.

Sir,—Mr. Holt, 51.P. for North-east Lancashire, and many other very
influential members .of Parliament, have for some time been ready and de-
sirous to Support and carry through a Bdl brought forward for tiie total
prevention of experiments on living animals, the facts as to which, recently
brought to light, have excited a thrill of painful horror and disgust through-
out the country, anil indignation against the perpetrators of the enormities
which have been only too abundantly proved before the Royal Commissioners,
whose Report lias been recently made to her Majesty. It is a holy war that
is being waged against the unspeakably and revoltmglv cruel practice referred
to, and those who have bonded themselves together in a crusade against
them are very anxious to strengthen the hands of the right-minded members
of Parliament by every means in their power, and | have been deputed by
one of the leaders of the movement to ask all who have votes, which | now
hereby do through your columns, as to your numerous readers, to urge upon
their members to do all in their power to stamp out the now only too-notorious
cruellies in question; and at the same time to ask them to endeavour, to the
utmost they can, to influence all their personal friends to do the same with
their representatives in Parliament. P* 0. Monms,

Nunhurnholme Rectory, Hayton, York.

Infidelity.

Sin,—Allow me to draw the attention of your readers to three argu-
mentative discourses by Prebendary Row, delivered at Norwich Cathedral.
Tlie Church is under great obligations to the Very Reverend Dean Goulburn
for what he has done in promoting the delivery of a course of sermons every
Lent, for some years past, upon some of the difficulties of the day. 1 have
read many of these discourses, and many have much delighted me, but none
more than the three by Prebendary Row, and few so much as his. They take
us to the old lines. Like Elijah of old. Prebendary Row repairs the old altar
of twelve stones that had been broken down, and instead of ‘giving up * many
points which some controversialists have too readily yielded, he lias shown
that the sword was as good as ever, and that some soldiers threw it aside
because they knew not bow to wield it. A distribution of these lectures would
be useful, but I really think that a public reading of them (if well done) would
be still more useful in many parishes, T.H. E.

A Subscriber (Why do not our friends choose more distinctive signa-
tures ?) had better address his suggestions to editors and publishers of hymn-
books.

Sin,—Can any reader in Church Bells recommend a London man for the
cure of Stammering ? X.

R eceived also —Rina; S.J. V,; S. N. S,

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Bell-ringing Nuisance at Blackburn.

We have been favoured with a strong protest (too long to publish) against
our article, in a late issue, on the Bell-ringing Contest at Blackburn, with a
list of the names of the gentlemen who, by subscriptions, patronised the
meeting. Our strictures would very naturally excite the indignation of those
who differ from us on the subject of prize-ringing; but we cannot alter our
principles, holding all such contests in detestation, as useless and wasteful of
money; considering too, as we do, that the bells of our churches, being de-
dicated to the honour of Almighty God, were not set up for such unholy uses,
which have nothing to do with the services of the Church. If there are many
who delight in prize-ringing, let rings of bells be specially provided; and the
lowers of new Town Halls might be utilised for civil purposes, and tlien the
bells in our churches will be spared from what we consider a desecration.— ed.

Bell-ringing Performances by Mr. John Cox.

siR, Mr. John Cox, of London, has for many years taken a most pro-
minent position in bell-ringing, in which he has excelled most of his contem-
poraries. 11l consequence of this, and in recognition of such a long and
continued career, his friends have decided on presenting him with a
Testimonial; and while the list remains open a good opportunity presents
itself to make generally known his acquirements in luindbell-nngiog and
chiming. .

Mr. Cox has rung several peals upon handbells retained m hand, tut |
shall only mention two of those, my object being to enumerate some clever
performances, which are precluded a record (as, by’ a long-standing custom in
old-established societies, no notice is taken of anything short of 5000 changes;
which required time, study, and practice unknown), and which are as praise-
worthy as many recorded performances.

All who have ever attempted dowi/e-handed ringing well know what a
dilemma one gets into at the first outset ; yet, Sir, by constant practice, many
a man is enabled to ring the several practised methods, &d with comparative
ease. Mr. Cox is one of those, and the first, while ringing double-handed,
who conducted Holt’s original peal of Grandsire Triples. Also, he was the
first to conduct a peal of triples on Stedman’s principle, at the same time
ringing double-handed. He is also one of a few men who used to ling ‘any
two’ hells, in Stedman’ Cinques; and on one occasionthe 2nd and fith bells
felt to his lot, with which he accomplished a course in that method.

Mr. Cox is also one of a few men who, by a peculiar knack, ring four hand-
bells at the same time; and when he metts another such, then is the time
cne may' hear a course of Grandsire Triples, or occasionally Stedman’s Triples,
lapped 0S— without a nick, as it is said. But it may be said that these courses
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can he committed to memory, just as one. would an anthem or another piece
of music, and are thereby accomplished without method. Be it so. Such,
however, cannot, | presume, he said of the following: On this occasion Mr.
Cox rang the treble, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th bells, to a complete touch of Stedman’s
Triples, containing nine courses, which he also conducted; and on another
occasion he rang the 2nd, 3rd,4tli, and 5th bells to a complete course of Sted-
nian’s Caters. At other times he has, with four bells in hand, rung courses
of Grandsire Cinques and Cinques upon Stedman’s principle; the latter, |
believe, being two ihcompleted courses.

Now, Sir, any one to accomplish the foregoing must vary his mind in a
double, triple, quadruple, or even quintuple fashion, as. although the bells are
all rung in the same method, yet the work of each is distinctly different, and
especially so in Stedman’s Triples.

But what will be said of the chiming? for here Mr. Cox has evidently a
sextuple mind. In reply to a question 0Ll the point he said he could, by the
ordinary means of clocking, chime six bells (f. e. minor) in fourteen different
methods, and not plain courses only, but touches; and in some he can go
the full extent, viz. 720 changes. Included iu the number are Oxford Bob,
single and double; Stedman’s Slow Course, single and double; tbe systems
of Court Bob, single and double; some Treble Bob Methods, with that of
Cambridge Surprise.

This, it is thought, shows the subject of our sketch to be an exceptional
man, one who is well worthy the compliment about to be paid hint; and if to
the foregoing there he added his compositions, which are to be found in all
modern bellliterature and upon every practised system, his catalogue of peals,
his abilities as a ringer and conductor, it is questionable if his equal can be
found. By adapting to the purpose the lines 01l the old tablet of St. Sepul-
chre’s, Snow Hill, I will stop ;—

* Where merit’s justly due,
A little said then serveth;
A good ringing memoir little praise requir,
thers perhaps less deserveth.’

A Royal Cumberland Yobxb.

Ringing Society at Devizes, Wiltshire.

A Meeting was held on June 14th to form an Amateur Bell-ringing
Society, in connexion with St. John’s Church, and the following resolutions
passed

1. That an Association be formed, to be called ‘The Devizes Amateur Bell-ringers'

Soczlét*hat the Rector he President.

S. That the objects of the Society shall be (a% the raising the tone of church belfries,
() giving bell-ringing its proper connexion with the servioes of the church, (c) the cultiva-
tion of change-ringing.

4. Thatthe Society shall consist of honorary and performing members.

0. That any subscriber of not less than 5s. annually shall be’an honorary member.

Mr. G. Rile was elected secretary, and the following gentlemen duly en-
rolled honorary members: Rev. C. W. Hony, Rev. E. G. Wyld, Rev. E. S,
Walsh, Dr. Cat-less, T. Badger, Esq., Dr. S. Waylen. Performing members :
Messrs. L. Biggs, H. Biggs, E. Bleneowe, Godbr, Gundry, T, C. Hopkins, E.
Hopkins, Howse, Jeeves, Perkins, Preeey, Pile, Raymond, H. Ward. Two
days for practice are arranged in each week. We congratulate Devizes in
taking the lead in this manner, and hope that other places will soon follow
its example, and thus bell-ringing be restored to its ancient and honourable
position. We hope ere long to see the doings of the Devizes bell-ringers
chronicled in Church Bells, to which, hitherto, Wiltshire has contributed
nothing that we know of. But before change-ringing can be commenced even
the bells must be reining.—Local Magazine.

Yorkshire Association of Change-ringers.

On Saturday, July 1st, the Quarterly Meeting of this Society was held at
Illdey, when there Was a large attendance of ringers. Many touches were
rung on the eight bells of All Saints. Tenor 18 cwt,, key of E.

A General Meeting was held during the afternoon, when it was resolved
that the October meeting should take place at Lowmoor, near Bradford ; and
that tbe financial and peal-ringing year should terminate at the end of Sep-
tember, in order that the Committee might be able to present their reports at
the October meeting. Thbe President, Mr. Jasper W. Snowdon, announced
that the Ilkley Society hoped to hand over 10/. to the Association, towards
the purchase of a plate for printing certificates of membership. Mr. J. C.
Gill, Ilkley, and Mr. W. Elliott, Birstall, were appointed auditors. A vote of
thanks to the Vicar, the Rev.John Snowdon, the Churchwardens, the Ringers,
and Chairman, concluded the proceedings.— Communicated.

Ringing at Aldington, Kent.

On Saturday evening, June 24th, the Aldington Society of Ciiange-riugers
rang a peal of 720 Bob Minor, consisting of 15 bobs and 6 siiigles. They
also rang a touch of Oxford Treble Bob Minor, consisting of 240 changes—
Reported.

Royal Cumberland Society.
(Late London Scholars.)

On Sunday morning, the 25th June, at St. James’s, Clerkenwell, the under-
mentioned members rang Holt’s original peal of Grandsire Triples, which
occupied 3 hrs., ontbe occasion of the Reading-in of the recently elected 5icar,
the Rev. H. j. Rose:—G. Newson, treble; W. Sally, 2nd; J. Cox, 3rd; J.
Howe, 4th; H. A. Hopkins, oth; G. Harvey, Oth; J. Barrett, 7th; E. Bisy
mire, tenor. Conducted by Mr. G. Newson.—Reported.

Notice to Members.—This Society intends visiting the town of Hertford
on the occasion of its Annual Dinner, which will take place on the 22nd inst.
A hearty welcome will be given to all friends who may honour the B6jaU
with their presence. H. Dains, Mon, Sec,

Eeceitxd.—H. B. Baylie.
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dong br Hand-bcll Connexions with Dumb Tower Bells.
Vv Sm,—The necessity for constant practices on clinvch bells is Well known to
persons engaged in teaching change-ringing; Anti so also is. the excessive
nuisance of such practice? to persons living in the.immediate neighbourhood

of.cLnjrch towers, aufi especially to those who, under any ciraninstances,-are,

nol Fond of bells.  For several years, therefore, I have, with the' assistance of
various practical tfriehclsj f been hying to work out some plan by which tower
bells may, with their clappers lashed, bo mode to produce a sound in the
eringing-chamber which .should not be heard outside the tower.
« Tam to he able to soy that this has now been successfully accom-
plished by Mr. Seageof 17 Codrington Street, St, Sidwell’s, Exetei-; niid 1 liGy
moststronglyto recommend the adoption of’his_plan—a very simple one—to
“ail persons Interested in the matter. A description of the arrangement Will be
out of place here; but | may state that a pin.is attached to the stay, So
arranged as to strike an eccentric fitted to the frame-work of the bell-cage.
This,eccentric is in connexion with a crank, and the crank, by a wire, with a
gong of, hrtritl-bell in the ringing-ohamber; and_thus, with clappers lashed,
any amount of rough practice may be earned on in the tower, and no annoy-
ance Occasioned in the neighbourhood, tbe lingers the while having'the
gdvantage of the exeroise and a great part of the music of ringing with open

s.

apll\}er'. Seage will sugpl\p/ the gear Complete for his arrangement for 15s. a-bell.
Anordinary set.of bellb can be used, or gongs permanently fixed in the
tover.. .Eight sneli gongs con be obtained for about 1/., and fittings would not
be likely to exceed 5s. a-bell. This, however, entirely depends upon the tower
in which the appliance is fixed. Chahles A. W. Troyte.
"' Huntsham Court, Bampton, Devon, July 18th, 1870.

CJox Testimonial,
vi Sifi—By peqtnist- of. the Executive Committee of tlie Cox Testimonial
Fund I-beg to acknowled ge the receipt of tlie followrng subscrrptrons —
Already announce . £11 0 0

.~ Jasper W. Snowdon, Esq IIkIey, Yorkshire . 010 0
The Fingers of'Waltham Abbey, Essex, per Mr.

Tlios. Powell . . 010 0

Mr. Fred. Day, Churcll-bellhangel* Eye Suffolk 050

H. D. Dale, sq Chiswick . 050

All communications should bp addressed to Mr Hy Dalns Hon; Sec. to

the Fund, 54 St. Martin's Lane, London, W.C.
.Ringing at Glemsford, Suffolk.

on July 8th six members of the Glemsford Society of Change-ringers rang
in St. ’s Tower a composition of touches corresponding with the date of
the present year—viz. Old Doubles, 40 changes;.Single Bob Minor, 80; Cam-
bridge Surprise, 8(50; Oxford Bob, 300; New London Pleasure, 800; Oxford
Treble Bob, 300; and Kent Treble Bob, 300: total, 1870—whichwere rungin
1hr.20.mins. byS Slater, treble; J. Slater 2nd; C. Adams, 3rd; F. Wells,
4th; C. Hbneybell, 5th; P.Adajns,tenor. Conducted by S. SIater.—Reponed.

H. R. Baylle; W. Dcwsnap.

Received

BELFKY RECORDS.

ST. MICHAEL’S, COVENTRY. (Tablets in the Belfry.)
. {Continuedfrom p. 307.) .

' 845. To Celebrate the anniversary of tho Birth Day of Queon Victoria, ou 8uuday
moming:, May 24th, 1846, was Rung on theso Bolls, a. true and ComPIete Peal of Grandsiro
E}\r‘nrarooPMstfog of 5010 changes, in 3 hours aud 8 miiiutes, by the following persons,

ichd. Jones, Treble. | Thos. Wilsob, Fourth, f Wm. Burden, Sixth,
Jams, Phlpps Second. | Merrick Shortlcy, Fifth, 1 Josh. Bickorton, Seventh.
Jno. Boulton, Third. I | Samuel Elliott, “Timor.
Theabove Peal was Called by Win. Burden. . Wolght of Minor, 32cwt. 9 Ibs.
y May tho 24Ui, 1867, was Rung oh theso BcUs a true and Comploto Peal
DIW 0 Cman%es 0 Erﬁudslre Cators, In 3 hours and 10 minutes, by the undcnuontionod
. persons,
Wm Johnson ') 1. J, Hitchcock, Fifth. I Joseph Bickorton, Ninth,
zasM 'M M pgffioM. ! C.HorsCal, Sixth. Samuel Elliott and Chas.
John \Mlson Third. Wm Burdeu, Seventh. Lehton, Taior.
Thos. Srawley Fourth. Edd. Sprague Eighth. | Gonduotcd by Wm. Burdon.
,, U7\ On Monday, Octpbcfr 15tb, i860. Saint Michael's Company osoonded this tower and
}Lang‘;gs Of/grands ro Rog/arr anﬁywas ﬁmgd ﬁ-ru genl([)}?]ossety eII h“éhﬁgu?g'éﬂé‘%
mlnutes 0 rolldwing person:
ThomasTempIe Treble. William Johnson, Fifth, . I Luko Morriek Shortsev
Charles Lonton, Sixth. m Eighth;
JohnevSo~"ourt4,ni William Burden, Sfwtfh: Thomas Willson,' Ninth.

TheaboveFéaIV\mComE} 05* téy Mr, Henry Johnson ofBlrmmg‘Azm,’\nd"Wye’\Uctcd
by Mr/William Burden. Weight oftouor, 82 . 0'lbs.

I*WeiﬁlﬁckabagdsﬂlXewho&om L]
Boshall od\/runofbl tongues Combino =
r« tpXaud tho Nupelol Rite.
° tth6ir Royal highnesses tlio Prince'and Princess ofWaIes
jSM B BaM Ppaia«s«» »rHgppiH * n«ng ,»w

Pl

Wm Buteln, Third;

[ ] HP,,

*.John WJllion, Fourth. I James Beto, Eiahth.
Henw Aston, Fifth, as. Lonton, Ninth.
g/hra Jahnsfonl ggﬂhlh 1 8nm| Elliott Tenor

u. Horsfall, Sevent

The abovePeal Wascal jeqhy Chaa, Horsfall. Wolght of tohor. 82 cwt. O lbs.

homas Seden, Esqr. Mayor.

And.l i p JohnVert, Hem*Hife/Willlemg S S g g B B i
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ST. PETER’S, SHEFFIELD: (Tablets in the Belfry.)

849. On Tuesday ovonm?| eight of March, 1785, was rung at this church 5120 changes
of Union Treble Bob (olg n 8 hours and 52 min., without a falso stroke, by tho

followingporsons only,
%pr %Y Charles Fletcher, Sixth.

Joseph |ckct Flrst .
Samuel Dutton. SMouhi
Wlllturn Lee Thlrd Thomas Babb, Eighth. -

' 850, On Monday, the 5th_of November, 1787, was rvihg b. bight bells at this church a
peal of @ISchanges of that ihtricato mothod called Cambridge Surprizo, Tn 4 hours and 18
i

John Hill, Sixth.
Wﬁ le, Second. | Samuel Dutton. Seventh.

Fanlucl Wifley, third. Thomas Babb, Eighth.

he weightoftlib tenor, 33 ewe.

The above is tho flrsl peal of this method ever rang in tho couutry., -

' 851. On Monday, 20th of MAy, 1799, was rung at this church a complete peal of 60S0
changes of Grandsiro Caters, 3 hours 88 minutes, by tho followmg Ioorsons
Richard Owen, Treble. William Lee, Fourth. Samuel Dutton, Eighth
A James Ensor, Fifth, 1Joseph Grayson, Ninth.
John Hall, Third. Wllllam Rowen, Slxth IWiliiam Heald, Tenor.
hn Morley, Sevel |
Weight oftAnor Ocwt. Called by Josoph Grayson

852. On Wednesday evening, 27 of Novembor, 1811, wasrung at this church a complete

;f)eal of Bob mgjor royal, consisting of 5040 changes, in 3hours &36 mins. This wasthe

irst true peal ever rang on these bells. Performel by tho following porsons:—

IJohn Taylor Fifth, | Richard Lawton Elghlh
od?g' Sixth. | Robert Daff, Nint

Robert Walton, Third. I John Woodlieud, Seventh. I William Hoald, Tenor and

Johu Heald, Fourth. d] l. Asslstant Pullon.

Conducted by John Wood; Weight of tenor, 41 ¢

Tlns tablet records two excellent peals of changes rung at lhIS church.
1826 c. 25.—5080 olmngos of New Treblo Bob Royal, in 3 hours 30 minutes, by tho

IGcorgo Hudson, Fifth. | Robort Heald, Ninth.

am ool Slxth | Wllllam Rowen Tenor, and
William Hudson, Third. I Wllllam % I
John Lomas, Fourth. | William ilcal: Elghth | Couductcd bleIIlam Booth.

1826 March 24.—5004 ehangos of Stodman’s Cators in 3 hours &'45mins. by tho following

am Hudson Treble. | Georgo Derby, Fifth. I Wllllam Heald, Elghth
h, Second. 1 James Walkor, Sixth. | Rpbert Heald,
Wllllam Rowon Third. ' Jonathan Hoyland Seventh. | AtJ Chanor!on and Assist-4
Georgo Hudson, Fourth. . ant, Tenor.
Conducted By.William Hudson. .Tenor, 41 owt.

854. Tlnsdtable! contains three oxcollont peals of changes rung at this cliurob, all

singlo-hand

.. On Tuesday, March Oth, 1883, £040 of Grandslro trebles, iu 3. hours and 20 min, with
194 bobs and Blngtl)cs, by tho fb”owfn\gv

Goorgo Hudson, Treble. | Edward Wainwright, Fourth. | William Hudson, Senr. Sixth.
I Jonathan Hoyland, Fifth. | Robort Heald, Seventh.

Vincent Bradbury, Second.
William Hudson, Junr. Third. |1, JamesWaIker Tenor.
:4 hours 25 min.

Feb. 19,1830.—0123 changes or Kent treble bob Royal, i Namely —
William Hudson,Junr. Treble. I Vincent Bradbury, Fourth.  [William Hudson senr. Eighth.
Edward Woimvri lit, Second. | Geoige Wilson. ifth. James Walker, Ninth. = m
William Rowen, IJonat an Hoyland, Slxth Robert Heald.' Tenor.  *
William Hcald, Sever |
March 2nd, 1841—5076 changes of Cators, on S!cdmons princ'plo, in 3 hours aud 85
minutes. Namel
Robert Datf. Trebe
Thomas Walley, Second.
Goorgo Hudson, Third. ¢

| Richar d Owen, Fourth
|I Jolfn Hill,'Fifth.

‘minutes, by tho following persons viz.

William Loo, Fourth.
Charles Fletcher, Fifth.

R Owen reble. |

Gceorgo_Beet, Treble.
James Taylor, Second.

James Handcock, Second.

Pers

James Walker, Eighth.
William.Hudson, Ninth.
Robert Heald,: Timor.

' Vincent Bradbury, Fourth. |
Edward Wainwright, Fifth I
Thomas Crossland,. Sixth.

William Hudson,senr.SerenfA. |
Tho above three peals worb oondnctcd by William Hudson, Senr.
855. ' CHANOE-INOINC nsitE in 1S12

n Friday, Jan. 2& was rung 5003 changes of Grandsiro Caters, in the time of 3 hours
25 minutes, y the following company :—
Robert Daff. Treble. . 1Vincent' Bradbury Fourth. | James Walker, Eighth.
Thomas Wallcy, Second. George Hudson, Fiftt | William Hudsopjunr Ninth.
Charles Balle, London, third. IThcmas Crossland. SIXIh I Gceorgo Wilson, Tenor.
Willlioni Hudson, Seventh.
Toesday, Nov.8th, was rung 6184 changes of Caters on Stbdman 's principle, in tho timo
of3 hours A30 mmules by the following compat

Weight of tenor, 41 cwt.

govxlh

Itobort DefT, Ti I Viricont Bradbury, | James Walker, Eighth..
Thomas Walloy Sscond 1John Lgmos,.Junr. Fifth; 1 William Hudson, jun. Ninth.
1Safic Lomas, Third 1 Tliomas Civssland, Sixth. ] Robert Heald, Tenor.

| William HudBbn, Seventh.
The abpvo poal was composed and conducted by Wllllam Hudson, senr.
850. This tablet records thrco! excellent peals of obabgOs rung at this churchSSS - :
May 18,1850, wasrung 5001 changes of Stedman’s Caters, in 3hours20mins. Namely
R. Dam Treble. ' 1 W.Mawor. Rothcrbam FourfA | W. Eamsbaw Rotherham,
T. Walloy, Second. | J. Lomas,

J. Hutchlnson Rotherham, | T Walker"Slxth

hir C. Bateman, Seventh.

I.H o?dsworth Rotherham,

in
+| G. Wilson, Tettor.
Feb .15 1850, was mug 5093 changes of Grandsire Cators, in-3 hours 31 minutes.

J Sal I>:if0IX| .Treble.

| C. Bateman, Fourth. . Chester, Rotherham FfgAtA.
Walley, Second, « 1.3, Lomas, Fifth. ..Hcald, NinOf
T Hattcrsley, thivd. I O Walkor Sixth.
I D. Wilson, Seventh. H<ald, Tenor.

Nov. 24,1368, was rung 6040 chaanes of Bob. Royal iia 3h0urs 5

J. Lomas, Tr&le. iff, Fourih ﬁalksr hlh

H Hattersloy, Second. T. Hattcrsley, Fifth. Ninth,

. T. Walley, Tl ird. C Walkor |xth Spn Tenth
8and(ord, Seventh. 'HIJTMn

The above threo ‘peals wero conducted by John Lomas.

857. Th is tabletrecords the first pool of Cinques on this peal oftwelve.The two now
hells wero tho gift of Henry Wilson, Esqnlro, of Sharrow, andplaced iii this towtr,

Ow Sat urday
&48minutos. ~ Nam
J.'Lo/rfas, Tfebli.

anuary T7th, 1871, was rung 5016 changes of Griuidsiro oiuques, In 8hours

T. Walloy, Fifth. G..Wilson, Nintk. m
H Haﬂersfoy, Second T Hattersloy, Sixth. 8. Nadlu*Tenlh
BSIA oth. Séventh. . J.Hill- Chea\er Eleventh.
J B Sandford, Fourfh | C Steer Eighth. |~ J. Hoald,
Conducted by JolnvLomas." Tenor, 41 cwl.

é( oh4 KH, was rung tho flrst Iruo peal of Stedmau’s trables, oon-
‘akjlhrll_%mas %‘Iabr] “fm’ lnné Fourth 0 8t
ﬁ l—t Hanorslo Second. W. Bom . Fifth. o sfs;/h
omas, ; H;Iud Tenor. 1
Oxunedbyﬂmm Hatteftloy, Wbight of tehor; 14 ct.



July 29, 1876.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.
P

Ringing Galleries.

Sir,—My notice has heen called to a letter in Church Brils for Feb. 12th,
by Mr. Jerram, in which he recommends the erection, for the use of tbe ring- rs,
of an ornamental gallery, wiili a carved railing, above the level of the ground-
floor. To this letter is appended an editorial note, commencing, *We cannot
approve of aringing-floor suspended like a bacon-rack.” Now while I should
also disapprove of such a structure as the note seems to have imagined, and
have a particularly offensive suspended gallery of the kind in my mind—that,
namely, which exists, but is doomed, at the church of Llanbadarn-fawr, near
Aberystwith—I1 know of examples which entirely coincide with'Mr. Jerram’
conception of ancient work, at Trunch and Worstead churches in the county
of Norfolk, and they formerly existed at Ingham and Tunstead, and numerous
other churches in that county. The towers are very lofty, and in such cases
T do heartily commend, and recommend for imitation under like circum-
stances, such ringing-galleries as these. They are highly ornamental, being
often beautifully painted in the sumptuous manner common to Norfolk screen-
work, and in my opinion have the practical advantage sought by Mr. Jerram.
At Tunstead Church, where the gallery has been destroyed, the hell-ringing
is most arduous, and proves beyond the skill of ringers from other parishes,
not accustomed to the length of rope now, but not formerly required then.
Nor can | see that there is much force in tlie only objection urged against
sueli structures in the appended note to the letter referred to; namely, ‘that
the occupants may gaze down, make audible remarks, and annoy the congre-
gation “thence. Surely to prevent this is but a matter of discipline, and the
better feeling of the bell-ringers of the present day might be trusted to pre-
serve seemly decorum at their work, John P. Seddon.

[Notwithstanding Ihehigh authority of our obliging correspondent, we are
decidedly opposed to his recommendations. Architecturally, it is a hideous
deformation, interfering often with the full view of the western light. Practi-
cally, the length of pull is no real difficulty, provided the bells are properly
hung and the ropes well guided; the first guide-hole may be 18 ft. off the
pavement. Neither will the guide-bars, nor the ropes, be any obstruction to
the finest western glazing. Speaking from experience, our view's are the
more decided. Ringers may object, and say they don’t like it, for the sake of
saying something, and from a natural feeling of somewhat ancient date which
declared, ‘the old is better—Ed.]

Visit of the St. Alban’s Change-ringers to Benington,
Hertfordshire.

On Wednesday, July 19th. through the kindness of Leonard Proctor, Esq.,
the change-ringers of St. Alban’s had the pleasure of ringing the bells of the
church at the famous ringing village of Benington, where they succeeded in
accomplishing about 2000 changes, in different short peals of Grandsire
Triples-——twelve members, conducted by their Instructor, taking part in them.
They were honoured at dinner by the company of Squire Proctor, bis ringers,
and other gentlemen, numbering about forty. During the day the Benington
band rang Double Norwich and Superlative Surprise, much to the gratification
of the young ringers of St. Alban’s, who have only been in practice a short
time, but have, under the able instruction of Mr. J. R. Haworth (who has
been presented with a gold scarf-pin for bis attention), been able to achieve
what is mentioned above. The St. Alban’s Society of Change-ringers have
been patronised by the nobility, gentry, and clergy of the neighbourhood,
including the Bishop of Rochester, to all of whom, through Church Bells, they
give their thanks.— Communicated.

Change-ringing at St. Mary’s, Cheltenham.

On Friday, July 21st, tbe following company of ringers rang the late
Mr. John Hoit's original one-part peal (5040 of Grandsire Triples), in 3 hrs.
10 mills.e H. Earn, treble; C. Davis, Esq. 2nd; G. li. Phillott, Esq. 3rd; J.
Field, 4tli; W. Pates, 5th; F. Musty, Cth; C. Hounslow, 7th; G. Acocks,
tenor. Conducted by C. Hounslow. Messrs. Field and Hounslow were friends
from Oxford.—Reported.

Royal Cumberland Society (late London Scholars).

On Saturday last the members of the above Company celebrated their
annual feast at Hertford, where they were met by Leonard Proctor, Esq.,
and his hand of expert ringers. Justice being done to the repast provided at
the Swan Inn, the healths of the Cumberland Society, coupled with the name
of Mr. Cox, and of the Society’ officers, coupled with the name of Mr. Newson,
were well received and responded to respectively—the latter being amusingly
given by Mr. W. Hoverd.

During the day numerous touches upon hand-bells were given bv Messrs.
Cox, Nelms, Miller, Newson, Crawley, Howe, Dains, and Mr. Thos. Powell of
Waltham Abbey ; these touches being interspersed with some tune-tapping,
which was accomplished, with charming effect, in the open air, alongside of
the slowly-moving stream of the river Lea, by Air. Proctor himself and his
man, J. Kitchener.

After visiting the church of All Saints some of the company went to the
new-tower of St. Andrew’s Church. An excellent touch of Stedman’s Triples
being rung, the Benington band rang a course of Superlative Surprise Major;
after which, ‘to the surprise of the whole company,” Messrs. Newson
and Dains had the honour of ringing with them a complete course of Cam-
bridge Surprise Major; the method selected being one in which no true peal
has as yet heen rung in London, and was committed to memory for ilie
especial purpose, with a view to incite other young Royals to do likewise, and
shows plainly what can be done when one makes up nis mind to try.

Shortly after the whole party returned home, much pleased with the day’s
amusement.— Communicated.

Church Bells.
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Strike of Bell-ringers at Dunmow.

The bell-ringers at the parish church, Great Dunmow, refused to dis-
charge their usual duties on Sunday last, because the Vicar had prohibited them
from ringing a joyous peal on the previous Monday, in honour of the pre-
sentation of the ‘Dunmow Flitch’to Mr. and Mrs. Boosey of Ventnor. The
Vicar, however, has succeeded in obtaining substitutes, so that the bells will
not remain mute.—Standard.

A Card.

We are pleased to introduce to our readers a proficient in the art and
science of Change-ringing, and reproduce his card for the information of all
who desire to have the assistance of such a gentleman:—

‘J. R. Haworth (Ancient Society of College Youths), Instructor with re-
spect to Church Bells, Handling a Bell, Ringing Rounds, and Change-ringing;
Agent for Church Bell-ropes and Hand-bells; Adviser in regard to Rings of
Bells, &c. The advantage being that the advice and supervision of a practical
ringer are at the service of those in want of what is referred to above. Books
on Change-ringing forwarded to order.—13 Exmouth Street, Olerkenwell,
London.’

BELFRY RECORDS.

ST. PETER’S COLLEGIATE CHURCH, WOLVER-
HAMPTON. (Tablets in the Belfry.)
S59. The Albion Society of Skiffnal did ring a complete peal of Bob Major, containing
5088 changes, August 19th, 17S6.
Jn. Dabney, First. j Thomas Clemson, Fourth. €
J110 Downey, Second. Rich. Ames, Fifth. Jno. Holding, Seventh.

John Nock, Third. . | 8am. Lawrence, Eighth.
This performance continued 3 hours 18 minutes: was composed and called by Lawrence.
The first peal ever completed on these bells.

860. On Monday, April 21st, 1794, was rung in this church by 8 of the Society of St.
Peter’s Youths, of Aston Near .Birmingham, a true and complete peal of grandsire, 8in,
consisting of 60S0 changes, which was completed in 4 hours 2 minutes by the following

persons, namely .

Ben. Bayl ss, Treble. I Thos. Phillips, Fourth. Thomas Wilmot, Seventh
Tnistlewood, Second. Wm. Hassell, Fifth. Called by Joshua Short,
Jno. Pratt, Third.. j Josh. Selvcster, Sixth. Tenor.

Weight of tenor, 28 cwt.

ST. JOHN’S, WAKEFIELD, YORKSHIRE.
(Tablet in the Belfry.)
861.'Sr. John’s Church, Wakefield—On Monday, the 12th of November, 1821. the
society of St. John’s Youths, Wakefield, ascended this tower, and rung a complete peal of
Grandsire triples, consisting of 6010 chanﬂes, in ten courses, which was nobly conducted
by MI'. P. W Hewitt; mid was true brought round in two hours and fifty-six. minutes by

the following artists:—
G. Harrison. Treble. |

| Andrew Peak, Sixth.

J. Hewitt, Fourth. S Senior, Sixth.

|
P. W. Hewitt, Second. I J. Roberts, Fifth. I Mr. B. Tnackray, Seventh.
W. Fawcett, Third. i | J. Bottomley, Tenor.
The pna] 271456 263547

207345 27635 4

256734 247635

245673 254763

S235470Firsthalf. S23 4 56 7Second half.

ST. MATTHEW'’S, BRISTOL. (Tablet in the Belfry.)

862. Society ofB ristol Y ouths.—on Tuesday, January 1(tli, 1837,was Rungby the
Ringers of this Church a true and Complete Peal of Grandsire Tripples,consistingof 5040
Changes. The Bells was brought round in two hours and fort?/-nine minutes, being the first
Peal rang on those Bells. The Ringers were stationed as follows:— .

Wm. Smith, Trele. I Wm: Cary, Fourth | Abraham Davis, Seventh.
James Mawditt, Second. Wm. Chillcott, Fifth. ~ Wm. Murch, ) Tmor
James Harman, Third. | Josiah Millard, Sixth. j Wm. Cooper, )

The Bells was the gift of John Bangley, Esq.

ROSS, HEREFORDSHIRE. (Tablet in the Belfry.)

863. Feery 1lth. 1851, was rung in this Tower a True and comp’ete Peal of Grandsire
Tripples, containin% 0140 changes, in three hours and two minutes. By the Society of Ross
Ringers, Being the first true Peal everrung in this County. The Bells manned asfollows :—

Humphrey Bird, First. | Joseph Drew, Fourth. I Charles Bullock, Junr.Si.ri7t.

William Beavan, Second. Charles Bullock, Sen. Fifth. John Gammon, Seventh.

Henry Drew, Third. | | Bichd. Carwardine, Eighth.
Conducted by Mr. Charles Bullock, Senr.

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL. (Tablets in the Belfry.)

S04. On Wednesday, J- 2th of Jany. 1754, was eompleatly rung in this steeple a Peal of
5010 Grandsire Triples, in 3 hours 17 min™, by y*following persons, viz. :—

Edwd. Maine, First. | Jas. Ferrand, Fourth. I Thos. Reynolds, Seventh.

Jno. Pillow,'Second.. Anty. Cullen, Fifth. Richd. Gorely, } EiaJith

Thos. Moss, Third. | Jon."Ren. Sixth. I Abrm. Bntssar, v
Omnium Renim Vicissitudo.

865. Ghandsike Triples, 1816.—On Thursday, the 4tli of January, was rung a true
Peal of 5040 changes, in 3hours and 16 minutes, being the second ever known to be rung
on those Bells. The Peal was conducted by Thomas Pettman, and rung by

Thos Bailey First. Thos. Pettman, Fourth. | Geo. Francs, Sixth.
Jas. Burgess. Second. Chas. Spiee, Fifth. Heny. Ovenden, Seventh.
John Paris, Third. | 1 John Hooker, Eighth.

S66. Bob M ajor, 1816.—On Thursday, the 8th of February, was rung a true Real of
5040 chaDges, in 3 Hours and 25 minutes, being the first ever known to be rung on those
Bells, although been hung 90 years. The Peal was conducted by WilUam Giinsted, and

*Thos 'Bailey First. 1Wm. Grinsted, Sizih.
Jas. Burgess, Second. Heny. Ovenden, Seventh.
John Paris, Third. 1708. Co°k. Eighth.

| Geo. Francis, Fourth.
Thos. Pettman, Fifth.
|

867. Uxaximitas et Perseverantia.

Monday, Deer. 27, 1S24, was Rung in this steeple a compleat Peal of Grandsire Caters,
consisting of 5076 chancres being the first or maiden Peal on the 10 Bells. It was per-
formed in 3 hours 22 minutes by the following persons, members of the Institution for
Change-ringing in Quex Park, Isle of Thauet

Elijh. Emptage, Treble. James Carter, Fifth.
Wm. Shipway, Second. Willm. Clarke, Sixth,
John Pans, Third. Chas. Spiec, Seventh.
John Beer, Fourth. John White, Eighth.

Geo. Francis,
Bebt. Ryall, )
Geo. Finn, Tenor.
Conducted by Wm. SInoway.-
The Herd. I. Croft, Vice-Dean.
868. On Wednesday Dec..20th, 1S27, was rung in this steep’s a true , u.lcompleat Peal
of 5093 Grandsire Cater Changes, in 3 hrs <23 mints, by the oIH)Wéng\Felons:_—
John Marshall, Treble. Geoe. Francis, Fifth. Edwd. Austen, Mintft,
John Small, Second. Heny. Ovenden, Sixth. o i1
John Paris, Third. Thos. Lines, Seventh. anmpcimreiil, - Fenth.
i i ohn ite, Eighth. _Conducte ece. Francis.
Sami. White, Fourth. 9 Tlie Bevel. W. Welf%/tt, Vice-Dean.



August 5, 1876.

Apostles metin an ‘upper-room’ for the breaking of bread and prayer, and it
cannot be supposed that to deny tbe Lord’s Supper to those worshippers who
cannot walk a mile or two to the parish church can be well-pleasing to the
great Head of the Church. We may be sure that, under the system sketched
by “G. V., the aged and infirm would be the first to suffer,and it is these very
people who most feel their need for heavenly sustenance. What appears
wanted is some such system as the Methodists have, which should enable the
parochial clergy to attend periodically at the parish mission-room, and there
administer the Holy Communion. A Z.

“G. V.” (whoever he may he) wishes to remark upon the foregoing letter
and upon his own Comment of July 22nd, 1876,—

1. That he did not profess to make, or to offer, a complete organization of
the Church, but only to suggest some very important matters which need
prompt aiid energetic attention in it,

2. That long experience, much inquiry, and considerable observation, con-
vince him that it is simply impossible to meet the needs of the day by the
reproduction again and again of Parish Church, Vicarage, Schools, &c. It
simply cannot be done.

a. That “A.Z.”is very much in error in thinking that *G. V.”has any
very great regard for the ‘Parish Church,” except only so far as its system
promotes the fulfilment of all the work which God’s Church has to do.

4. *G. V. has not the least objection to tho celebration of the Holy Com-
munion where absolutely needful.

5. Considerable intercourse with active earnest Church laymen ancl clergy-
men during the last few days has greatly strengthened the opinions set forth
in his Comment.

Rouen, 31st July, 187C.

Experiments on Living Animals.

Sie,—In aloading arlicle of the Guardian some months since the remark
was made, 1To take pleasure in the sight of pain is a barbarity from which
the conscience revolts.” This may be a luniversal proposition,' but that it
ought to be qualified by some exceptions the following statements, by some

su-styled ‘eminent men,” show and prove only too conclusively. They are
from the evidence recently taken before the Royal Commission :(—
‘1 have heard him (Professor Ferrier) say, that the animals “appeared”

to be in intense suffering, and then joke about the stupidity of the animal,
especially if the animal happened to be a monkey, giving humorous descrip-
tions of its behaviour, so much so that at times there was general laughter in
the lecture-place.’

‘There was not a word of commiseration or regret that tire experiments
were necessary, but there was amusement ottered for the audience.’

“Animals were kept for weeks in suffering.’

‘He (Ferrier) did not laugh himself, but lie smiled. He looked up—in
this way—and smiled at the people at the top circle of the theatre, so to
speak.’

As poor dumb animals cannot speak for themselves, | trust you will
allow me to put in this word for them. F. 0. Morris.

Sir,— 1 want to know the names of the authors of the two hymns in the
S. 1’. C. K. book, beginning 1Bound upon the accursed Tree,” and ‘Rest of the
Weary.” | have written to the editor, and he cannot inform me. My object
is to obtain permission to insert them in a little service of song, and X shall
be much obliged to any one who will kindly give me the information.

8 Elcneser Terrace, Plumstead Common. C. E. IVETTIE.

A1l correspondents who kindly propose to send their copies of Church
Bells to clergymen abroad are referred to the letter of the Rev. T. E. Usher-
wood, Hurst, Bournemouth, in Clwrch Bells of July 8th.

Miss Wilson is much obliged to tlie sender of the rules of St. Mary’s
church choir. The postmark being Rochdale, she is not certain whom to
address.

‘Georgina Cokves.—Thanks.

R eceived also.-»0. S. Round; K. K.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Hinging at Kirtlington, Oxon.

On Saturday, July 1B, the following members of the Oxford Society of
Chauge-ringefs visited Kirtlington, Oxon, and, by the kind permission of the
llev. T. K. Chittenden, Vicar, rang on St. Mary’s bells Holt’s celebrated ten-
part peal of Grandsire Triples, in 3 hrs. 15 m ins.B . Foskett (1stpeal),
treble; W. Smith, 2nd; J. Field, 3rd; E. Harrison, 4th; H. Janaway, Oth ;
F. Williamson, Gth; 11 Anniss, 7th; G. Warner (1st peal), tenor. Conducted
by W. Smith, a junior member of the above Society.—Reported,

Double Stedman’s Slow-course Minor at Hurworth-on-Tees,
Co. Durham.

On Saturday evening, 2!ith ult., four of the Hurworth ringers, assisted by
Messrs. Overton and ICay of Darlington, rang on the Hurworth bells a com-
plete peal (720) of Double Stedman’s Slow course Minor, in 28 mins. The
ringers were .—W. Loveday, treble: J. Gaines, 2nd; G. Overton, 3rd ; R. Kay,
4th;J. E. Hern, 5th; J. Hem, tenor (1/ cwt.). Conducted by J. E. Hern.

From information gathered from large ringing centres, this is believed to
be the second peal ever rung in England in tills intricate method: the Single
method is rung in the Eastern counties, the Double is not. The ringers
would like to know where and -when the peal spoken of by Shipwav was
rung; also, if any one knows of its having been rung anywhere else since
1816 ?—Reported.

Church Bells.
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Ringing at St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green.

On Saturday, July 20th, the following members of [the '"Ancient Society
of College Youths rang a peal of Stedman Triples, containing 5040 changes,
in 2 brs. 58 mins..—W. Greenleaf, treble; XV. Cooter, 2nd; G. H. Pliillott,
3rd; M. A. XVood, 4tli; G. Mash, 0th; G. Muskett, Oth ; E. Horrex, 7tli;
T. Bugby, tenor. Conducted by XV. Gooter.— Communicated.

Hand-beli Ringing at York.

F our members of the York Minster Society of Change-ringers and of the
College Youths met at the house of Mr. Howard, Fetter Lane, York, and rang
at the first attempt, on the hand-bells, in 1br. 8 mins, 1876 of Grandsire
Triples ; composed by Mr. C. G. Bateman of Sheffield, and conducted by Mr.
Thos. Dixon. The band were as follows;—T. Dixon, 1st and 2nd; XX.
Howard, 3rd and 4th; C. Underwood, 5th and 6th; XY. Morrell, 7th and 8th.
— Communicated.

Mr. Cox’s Testimonial.

Already annoUNCEd ..o i£13 0 0
Rev. Charles Marshall, Vicar of St. Bride’s, Fleet St. 010 O
J. S. Pritchett, Esq., King's Norton . 0 5 0
Mir. E. G. Crawley, Hertford . . . . . 0 5 0
Mr. S. Bamford, H e rtford ..o 0 2 6

Hy. Dains, Hon. Sec.

IIAND-BELL PERFOBMANCES EECOKDED.

XYithout closing our columns of Belfry Tablets, of which we have many
more and request to be favoured with others, we propose to gratify our
readers with records of Hand-bell performances, which we understand will be
acceptable to our readers; and in honour of the Ancient Society of College
Youths we will begin with them, and give theirs the opening ‘go.’

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.
(Bells retained in liand throughout.)
1. OnJune 14th, 1851, the following members rang a peal of Stedman’s Caters, con-

tammg 5086 changes, in 3hrs:—
. Cox, Treble 6s Second. M. A. "Wood, Seventh 6s Eighth.
G. Ferrls Third, 6s Fourth. J. Dwight, Ninth 6 Tenor.
W. Cooper, Fifth 6s Sixth. Composed & conducted by Mr. J. Cox.

he' composition of this Peal was afterwards proved to be false.
2. OnlJany. 21st, 1854, a true & complete peal of Stedman’s Triples, comprising 5040
changes, was rung in 2 hrs. 38 mins. by
G. Ferris, Treble 6s Second. | M. A. Wood, Fifth 6s Sixth.
W. Cooter, Third 6s Fourth. | J. Dwight, Seventh s Tenor.
Conducted by Mr. W. Cooter.

3. OnJany. 5th, 1855, the following members rang a true peal of Stedman’s Caters, con-
sisting of 5001 changes, in 3 hrs. & 59 mins..—
H. Haley, Senr., Treble 6s Second. C \

M. A. Wood, Third 6s Fourth. J. Dwight, Ninth 6s Tenth.
G. Fends, Fifth 6s Sixth. Composed &conducted byMr. H.Haley, Senr.

4. OnJany. 20th, 1855, Holt’s original peal of Grandsire Triples, 5040 changrs, was rung

in 2lirs. 24 mins,_ b . .
G. Ferns, Treble 6s Second. | M. A. Wood, Fifth 6s Sixth.
Third 6s Fourth. | W. footer, Seventh 6s Tenor.
Conducted by Mr. H. Haley, Sen.

5. On Jany 2nd, 1858, a true peal of Stedman’s Cinques, comprising 5016 changes, was

rung |n 3 brs” &25mins. by tbe followrng members
. Hale, Senr. Treblé 6s Second..

W. Cooler, Seventh it- Eighth.

1. Haley, Senr.,,

G. Ferris, Seventh 6s Eighth.

W Cooler Third 6s Fourth. W. Green Ninth 6s Tenth.

M. A Wood, Fifth 6s Sixth. J. Dwi ht Eleventh 6s Tenor.
Composed &conducted by Mr. H. Haley, Senr.

6. On March 27th, 1858, the following members rang a true peal of Stedman’s Caters,

comprlsmg 5009 changes in 2hrs. & 52 mins..—
H. “Haley, Senr., Treble 6 Second. 1 M. A. Wood, Seventh 6s Eighth.
J. Dwight, Ninth 6s Tenor.

G. Ferris, Third s Fourth.
W. Cooter, Fifth 6s Sixth. | Composed & conducted by Mr. Haley, Senr.

7. On July 30th, 1859, atrue peal of Stedman’s Caters, comprising 5074 changes, was rung
in 3hrs. &3 mins. by the followin members
I11.  Haley, Senr., Treble 6s Second |
M. A. Wood, Third 6s Fourth. J. W|ght Ninth 6s Tenor.
G. Ferris, Fifth 6s Sixth. |Composed & conducted by Mr. Haley, Senr.

8. On March 13th, 1872, the followrng members rang Holt’s one-part peal of Grandsire
Triples, 5040 changes, iu 2 hrs. &45 mius..—
W. Cooter, Treble 6s Second. |

W. Cooter, Seventh 6s Eightn.

3L. A. Wood, Fifth 6s Sixth.

H. Haley, Senr., Third 6s Fourth. | H. Booth, Seventh@s Tenor.
Conducted by Mr. Haley, Senr.
THE ST. JAMES'S SOCIETY.

(Bells retained in band throughout.)

9. On Feby. 10th, 1S54, a true & complete peal of Stedman’s Cinques, comprising 5011

changes, was rung in 3 hrs. & 28 mins. by the following members
H. Haley, Senr., Trebled: Second. A. Wood, Seventh 6s Eighth.
J. Cox, %’hrrd & Fourth. W. Cootcr Ninth 6s Tenth.
G. Ferris, Fifth 6s Sixth. J. Dwight, Eleventh 6s Tenor.

This was the" first peal of Stedman’s Cinques ever rung in hand, and was composed <C

conducted by Mr. H. Haley, Senr.

10 Ov March 11th, 1854, a time & complete peal of Stedman’s Triples, comprising 5040
changes was rung without a Bob being called or any sign given, by the followmg members,
in 2hrs. & 41 mins.: .

J. Cox, TrebleesSecond | H. Haley, Senr., Fiji'- & Sixth.
W. Cooter Third 6s Fourth. | M. A. Wood, Seventh d Tenor.
Umpires, Messrs. Bartell €Burton.

11. On Feby. 2nd, 1855 Holt’s one-partpeal of Grandsire Triples, comprising 5040 changes,
was rung in2hrs. &28 m . . .
A mterr:?, Filth 6s Sixth.

b
Wood, Treble Gs Secyond
Third 6s Fourth. | W. Cooler, Seventh 6s Tenor.

H. Haley Senr.,
Conducted by H. Haley, Senr.

mReceived— Gratitude; IV Heilman: Bi'bMirir. *Clueinterested in Cfour* Belts’ &

not sent his name and address
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THE COWPER-TEMPLE CLAUSE.

Mr.W. Cowpeb-Temple, in a letter to the Guardian, supplies information
respecting the fate of his amendment on the Education Bill relating to the
Apostles’ Creed.

Hesays: 1rhetermsofmyamendmentwerethe=e—“Whereas doubtshave
arisen as to whether the Apostles Creed is a formulary within the meaning of
section 14, subsection i, of the Elemen'ary Education Act, 1870, Be it enacted,
that tlie Apostles’ Cree | shall not be deemed to be a religious formulary dis-
tinctive of any particular denomination within the meaning of the said section.”

‘ After five days had been speutin debates on Mr. Pell’s clause, the Govern-
ment, anxious to approach the termination of the Committee, announced that
they would not accept, or even take a part in discussing, my amendment, or
any other one that might open up the religious aspects of elementary educa-
tion. Having, therefore, nothing to gain by the motion of which I had given
notice, |1 confined myself to explaining why I held that the five School Boards
who are at this moment sanctioning the teaching of the Apostles' Creed are
justified by the stri-t letter of the law, and by the intention of those who pro-
posed and adopted the c ause about catechisms in the Act of 1870.

ml saiil Ihat the Apostles’ Creed could not, by any amount of ingenuity, be
shown to be di-tinctive of any one denomination; that it existed before the
commencement of the divisions of Christians now existing in England; that
it is the inheri'aoce of all Christendom, and that no community couid presume
to appro.mate it to themselves; that it is strictly unsectarian, and that the
use of it could not fix upon a school a visible mark or sj mbol of the ascendancy
of any Church or sect; that al hough it is not publicly used by the denomi-
nations who have no liturgies, it is generally acknowledged by them as an
anci-nt summary of the leading facts of the Gospel history as received by the
Primitive Church ; and thatitis recoinmended to be learnt in the Presbyterian
Shorter Catechism; and that in the bequest of Lady Hewley, who was an
Independent or a Presbvierian, in 1707. the knowledge of this Creed was
required as a condi ion of admissioa to the almshouses -he founded.

11 also stated, what some membeis would remember, that in June, 1870,1
had, in renly to a question, stated in the Hou-e of Commons that this Ctved
was not included amongst the prohibited formularies, ami that Mr. Gladstone,
Sir Roundt-11 Palmer, and other members who spoke in the debate, had con-
curred in that view.

11 pointed outthat this summary of facts used in connexion with the Lord’s
Prayer and the Ten Commandments wou'd be a helpful gnide for teachers,
and a saii.factory test for examination, and would furnish a basis for religious
teaching common hoih to Board Schools and to denominational schools, and
a ground of union in that respect b-tween various religious bodies. | said
that aithough 1 regretted to withdraw my motion, the object of it might be
otherwise att'iined by recourse to the decision of a court of law, as | confi-
dently believed that such a decision would affirm the legality of the use of
the Creed.

w. cow per-Tejiple.
'Broadlands, Avgust 7th, 1876."

ECCLESIASTICAL OFFICES AND FEES BILL.

The Church Times publishes the, following circular, addressed to the
Diocesan Chancellors and Registrars.

‘0 Paper Buildings, Temple, E.C., 28th July, 1870.

“Sir,—This Bill has been withdrawn, but there is every reason to expect,
that since one chief ohjeet of the Bill was to provide the means of providing
the Provincial Judge wi'h a salsry of 15001. a-year—with a salary for his
secretary, and a sum for court expenses, and as that object is necessarily mi-
obtained, a Bill similar to, and not better than, the late one, may be brought
forward next year, unless a means be found in the meantime, which would
make such a measure needless.

“You are aware that towards the sum of 15001. a-year for the Provincial
Judge—his lordship now reeeiles a net payment of 6101. from the Mastership
of the Faculiit-s and other Offices. A balance of 89ul. for the ausun'ation of
the Provincial Judge is therefore all that is at present required, with a further
sum of, say 1001. for court expenses, and 3001. per annum for the judge’s
secretary.

11 have reason to believe that if the Chancellors and Registrars of the
various dioceses were to agree to provide this balance, no further movement
in the direction of the Ecclesiastical Offices and Fe-s Bill would be made.

“Mr. John Hassard, who has succeeded the late Mr. Francis Hart Dyke as
Principal Registrar of the Province of Canterbury, has ascertained from “ The
Return “made by the late Mr. Dyke to the Secretary of >tate for the Home
Department, in February last, as to the Profits of the Principal Regi-ti ait-hip
for the yea- 1875, that the net profit shown amounted to 12111 10s. 84.

‘ Mr. Has-ard has exnres ed to me his willingness to charge ihe net income
of this Registrar-1) p with 3 ) per cent (subject to the Archbishop of Can-
terbury’s sanction) towards providing the balance needed; and, in addition to
this, wul act as sectary to the judge without sa'ary, thus contributing to the
fund 4201. per annum, leaving a balance to be provided of 7701. per annum.

"1 shall he glad to hear f ran you, at your earliest convenience, if you
tvoul I consent to contribute a por ion of your official income for providing the
balance required until other provision be made.

1The proportion which Twould sugge-tfor your consideration would be :—
Three per cent on C lanuellor.ships and Registrarships, over 1001. a-year, and
belo.v 21)01. a-year, in net value.
~ “Five per cent on Cftanceilorsbips and Registrarships, of over 2001. a-year,
in net va ue.

1rhis per-centage would, I think, raise a larger fund than would be
required, and if so, the charge tvoul | be proportion itely redu:ed.

1Believe me, yours faithfully,
1T. H. Tristram,
‘ Chancellor of the Diocese of London.’
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CORRESPONDENCE.

Dr. Ferrier and Vivisection.

Sin,—1 observe in your last issue a letter giving extracts from the Report
of the Ro.,al Commission on Vivisection referring to Dr. Ft-rrier. In common
justice to that i-minen' pby-ician, | trust you will give in-ertion to his replies
when under examination before 'he same Commission:—

‘Your attention has been called t> the eviden e of the Secretary of the
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals ?— Yes.

‘Have you any observation to make upon that evidence as far as it aflects
yourself?—I1 am ignorant of what he alludes to, or of any expressions | may
have used which would justify his criticisms. The monkey, under the stimulus
of electricity, makes a number of giimaces and movements of its arms and
legs. These may appearvery laughable to some persons ; but I myselfcannot
see anything laughable in them; and beyond that, I am utterly unable to
understand to what he refers.

‘Do you entirely disavow any notion that animal suffering was the subject,
either on the part of you or that of the audience, of anything approaching to
a joke ?—Entirely.’

| am not entering into any discussion as to the desirability of putting down
vivisection. | am only concerned todeffnd a distinguished man fiorn charges
which appear to me to be completely without foundation.

The Union Society, Cambridge. H. IV. Fulford.

Church Hymns. (S.P.cC.K)

Sir,—In reply to Mr. Kettle’s question in your No. 203,1 beg to say tbhe
author of the livmn, 1Bound upon the arcur ed Tree,” was the late Dean
Mihuan, and of ‘-Re-t of the Weary ’the late Dr. M m.-ell. But there surely
must be some mistake on the part of your inquirer. Neither of the hymns is
in the new S. P. C. K. book. Ancl is it possible that its accomplished editor
was ignorant of such well-known verses ? E.G. P.

<AY.J. Andrews’ adds, that ‘Rest of the Weary’is published in Ilymns
of Love and Praisefor the Church’s Year {Bell and Daldj).

Sir,—1 only observed the other day the inquiry of ‘X.” in your issue of
July 15th. The person whose system lor the cure of stammering is the most
successful I know, ancl terms most reasonable, is Mr. C. Godfrey, at 63 High
I-lolboin, London, W.C. | should be glad to give ‘X.” further inlorma'ion
if he will write to 2 West Street, Croydon. C. B.

Sir,—May | ask, through the columns of your paper, if there isin England
any Association of Women, or Sisterhood—not Deaconess’ House—not bolding
extreme view-? Be-ides that at Coa ham, i know of none. Pethaps some
of your readers would kindly give me information. It may be possible for
some, one would think, to live together and work without life vows, and »ith
a simple rule. A Reader of ‘Church Bells.’

Can any reader tell1). T. B.” of any Institution for the Training of Bible-
women?

If “E.’ likes to give her name and address, that answers may be sent to
her direct, her query shall be inserted.

1G. W. K.’ can obtain a copy of the Canons at the S. P. C. K. depot.

Received also.—An Oxford B.A.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

PEALS RUNG ON THE HAND-BELLS.
By Jasper W. Snowdon, llkley, Yorkshire.

In Church Bells of Saturday last the peals rung in hand by two of the
principal London Societies are given. | have for some time been engaged in
collecting information concerning the origin and progress of this most intel-
lectual recreation, and as the present time seems to be peculiarly fitted for its
publication it is here presented, so that those who have been interested in
last week’s records may perhaps form a further acquaintance with the
subject.

JA careful study of the ringers’names in the peals given last Saturday will
do more than anything | can say to convince every one that the honours of
ringing are awarded to the most persevering. lu lhislisr the names of Messrs.
M. A. Wood and W. Cooter app j*r in each peal, whilst those of Messrs. H. W.
Haley and G. Ferris are each only missing on two occasions. Is it not owing
to the determination of such men as these that ringing is thrust forwards ?
Let the present generation keep it moving !

In the practice of change-ringing in 'he sweple, the fact that both physical
and menial exert! >nisrequired at the s me time forms probably one of its chief
charms. When, however, change-ringing is practised on the hand-b*-lls, each
performerringing tw -bells, the mental powerrequired is very much increased,
whilst boddy exercise is ulmost entirely dispensed with: probably it is from
these causes that h”nd-b-11 ringing is only practised by a select few. Peihaps
this is hardly to be wondered »t when the difficulty of the art is considered,
since every \erformer has at the same time to be mindful of the course in
which each belt is working, and to be ready at once to make any alteration
that may be req ired by the calls of the conductor. In fact, to attain any pro-
ficiency in this recreation itis required that those practising it should lie able
to concentrate the whole of their attention on the subject in hand, and to keep
it so fixed during a performance which will last, if a pe n i>attempted, between
two and three hours. As during this time an almost double train of thought
has to be pursued, it can readily be understood the powers required are only
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to be obtained by tbe most diligent and persevering practice, and the re-
markable Pats which have from lime to time he*n accomplished by the
members of our principal ringing societies can hardly be appreciated according
to their true mer ts except b> those persons who have attempted to overcome
some of the many difficulties which beset the path of the tyro.

With the. object of placing before the public particulars of the principal
performances achieved in this scientific pursuit 1 have compiled a list, which,
as far as | know, embraces nearly a'l the peals rung ‘up in hand.” All
performances,—for some of which records exist,—‘lapped’ or rung in any
other than the orthodox double-handed manner, are rejected, as being
unworthy of notice.

The first mention of change-ringing on the hand-bells that | have been
able to find is in the Original Record Bo<k of the College Youths, now in the
British Museum, among the O.sborne MSS. This record is in connexion with
an account of a ringing excursion made by this Society in 1732, when they
rang an opening peai of 5040 changes of Bob Major on the steeple belts of St.
Mary’s, Dover, and visited and rang at Canterbury and Strood, and then
‘one course of Cinques, on the hand-bells, on Fryday, 2nd of June, 1732. at
Calais in France, and another when they were balf seas over.” With regard
to the latter half of the sentence | imagine it is to be understood literally
and not figuratively. Although this isnot specified to have been double-handed
ringing, probably it was so, and in any case the record is interesting as being
the earliest written account of such ringing. The next performance Tfind a
record of is a plain course of Oxford Treble Bob Royal, rung in 1751 by the
Sociery of Cumberland Youths. In 1756 this Society also rang a course of
Maximus in the same method.

Although these records are only for plain-course ringing, yetthat “touches *
were rung in the Birmingham district about 1785 is evident from the following
account of one, which 1 reproduce from a MS. note lent to me by a friend in
that neighbourhood. It will be seen that the ringers were stationed at a
distance from each other, and heing out of sight, and the ringing entirely
followed by the ear, the novelty of the ‘touch’probably caused this note to be
made concerning it:—

‘In theogear 1785 was rung at Shifnal by the following persons, on the hand-bells as
follows: 100S Boh Major in the house of Sorail Nock:—John Nock rang 1—2standingin tbe

parlor; John Debney rang 3—4 standing in the Brewlaouse ; Samuel Lawrence rang 5—6
up-stairs; Thomas Clemson i-ang 7—8 in the cellar. Conducted by Thos Clemson.”’

With this exception, it is not until 1807 that | can find any mention of
anything beyond these plain courses; in this year, however, the Society of
Cumberland™ rang two courses of Oxford Treble Bob twelve in  Although
the next performance on the list is only a plain course of Oxford Treble Bob
Maximus, | give the full particulars of it as they are recorded in a private MS.
peal-book, which some time ago came under my notice. | give this plain
course a place on the IUt, on account of the after-performances of the ringers
who took part iu it, as it will be seen that two years after this date, viz. in
1811, four members of this Society, the Sheffield Sr. Peter’s Youths, rang
on October 30th a peal of 5088 changes of Treble Bob Major : this, to the
beat of my belief, is the first double-handed peal ever rung. In a very fffiort
time after this, the same Society accomplished 5(1>0 of Oxford Treble B >b
Royal, and in 1810 they succeeded in ringing 5280 of Oxford Treble Bob
Maximus the only peal of Miximus ever rung.

In 1822 tliPve was a famous band of ringers at Norwich, four of whom, in
that year, rang a quarter-peal of Stedman’s Triples, the first double-handed
ringing, of any length, ever accomplished in that system.

The first peal rung in hand in London is the next record. This feat was
achieved by four members of the Society of Cumberlands, who, on August 1st,
1828, rang 5040 changes of Grandsire Triples. In 183L a half-peal of
Stedman’s Triples, tbe composition of J. P. Powell, Esg»of Quex Pa k, Isle of
Thanet, was rung by the Norwich Scholars. The St. James’and the Cum-
herlands’ Societies figure 8 next, each in a peal of Grandsire Triples, on the
three lead-cour.se plan, rung respectively on April 8th and 17th, 1840. After
this it was nor until June 14th, 1851, that another peal was rung: this,
however, was a very notable one, as it was the first of a series of exceedingly
clever performances achieved in the metropolis by the three chief London
Societies. The peal alluded to consisted of 5086 changes of Stedman Caters,
and was rung by five of the Society of College Youths. As will be seen in last
Saturday's notice, this peal subsequently turned out to be a false one.

On Dec. 19th-, 1853, the Cumberlands rang 5040 of Stedman’s Triples;
the same feat was aLo performed by the College Youths on Jan. 21st, 1814.
At this time neither of these societies was competent to attempt a peal of
Stedman’ Cinques, and as by their rules they are not allowed to perform
together under the name of either society, a coalescence of the principal per-
formers of each society took place under the name of the St. James’ Society,
when, on Febmary 10th, 1854, a peal of 5014 of Sicdman Cinques was accom-
plished : this performance must take the highest rank in the art of change-
ringing.

On March 11?h of the same year, four of the St. James’Society rang a
peal of Stedman’s Triples without calling. Mr. J"hn Cox assisted the Cum-
b-Hands in -ringing Holt’s original peal of Graudrire Triples on June 22nd,
1854. when he undertook the difficu t task of conducting this peal. The same
society also rang 5000 changes of Stedman’s Caters on Jan. 4th, 1855, and the
following day the College Youths rang 5C01 changes in the “ame method;
and on Jan. 20rb, performed Hoi ’s original peal of Graudsire Triples, which
in this case was conducted by Mr. H. W. Raley, who also c>n uc>e | 'lie same
peal for the Sr. James’ >oei ty on Feb. 2nd. On the 15th July. 1855, four of
tbe Cumberland* who happened to be in France on a professional hand hell
engagement, met arid r*i g Mr. Holt’s ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples.
On Oct. 24th, 1857, the Cumberland:* rang at Waltham Abbey a peal of 5000
changes of Stedman’s Caters ; ancl on Nov. 15th, recorded a peal of Grandsire
Tjip’es.

At length the College Youths found themselves competent to ring a peal
of Stedman’s Cinques, this they accomplished on Jan. 2nd, 1858, when they
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completed 5016 changes on this principle, and thus succeeded in ringing the
first pfal of Stedman Cinques ever -achieved by any independent so detv-. On
March 27th, in the same 3ear, the Cull ge Youths also ra« g 5009 changes of
Stedman’s Caters, and on July 30th, 1859, 5074 in the same method.

On January 20th, 1859, a peal of 0160 changes of Bob Major was rung at
Cavendish, in Suffolk, by tbe Glemsf rd and Cavendish ringers.

After this time the practice of ringing any length in hand seems almost
to have died out, as it is not until 1872 that I find any further record. On
March 13th, in this year, the College Youths rang Holts original one-part
peal of Giandsire Triples, and on July 30th, 1873, the St. Martin’s Society of
Birmingham rang a peal of Triples in the same method, the composition of
Mr. Thomas Day of that town. The St. Martin’s Youths have aLo, during
late years, rung a few date touches of Stedman’s Caters.

On Jan. 12th, 1876, four of the York branch of the College Youths rang
Ho’t’s s-x-part peal of Grandsire Triples, and on June 1st the Birmingham
St. Martin’s Association rang Holt’s original peal in this method.

(To be continued.)

Ringing Galleries.

Sir,—Seeing a letter in to-day’s Church Bells from Mr. Seddon, reviving the
subject of ringing galleries which | took up some time ago, 1beg you to allow
me to make a few remarks in answer :—First, |1 cannot see why the poririon
of the ringers should be determined by a ‘law of the Medes and Persians/ but
might be adopted according to circumstances, sometimes agallery being advis-
able and sometimes not so, but never have the ringers entirely screened off
the church. Secondly, | cannot see that a gallery below the tower windows,
which are generally high up, would interfere with the arcfitecture at all.
Thirdly, my reason for liking galleries is not necessarily from the fact of the
pull of tbe bells being too long, but partly to raise the ringers up out of the
way of lookers-on. As in my own ca-e, our floor is a raised platform barely
two feet from the ground. This we erected about two years ago. Lastly, in
tbe case of ringing on the ground-floor in the church, I would ask what is to
become of belfry tablets recording performances? as many parsons would
object to see them down below, ancl | believe many have vanish* d at the
restoration of churches already. J. R. Jerbah.

St. Mary's Vestry Boom, Fleet.

[Opinions diffi-r. But -the lookers-on’ at Fleet must be an unusually
pushing lot to require such a barrier, against which they may rub their knees
or thighs. A common cord hung across is g mrally a sufficient cheek to
intruders ; or a few kind words of request, ‘not to intrude upon us/ ought to
be sufficient.—E d.]

Canterbury Bells and Ringers.

Sir,—Seeing in your issue of July 29th a copy of the tablets in the belfry
of Canterbury Cathedral, I am most happy to say that the peals recorded are
well worthy of the men who performed them ; butit may excite some surprise
among your readers on seeing that no peal has been rung since 1827. Now
the fact of the case is, that the men who now have charge of the belfry are
nothing but miserable bellpullers, who scramble through set-changes only.
It is a great pity that such a miserab'e state of things should exist in such a
fine and noblecathedral, pos-essing so fine a ring often bells. May I suggest
that some London Ringing Society would do well to make an excursion to
Canterbury, as | am sure that the inhabitants would be highly gratified by
hearing some good and scientific change ringing, the Dean’s permission being
first obtained. One interested in Church Bells.

Guild of West Kent Ringers.

On Saturday, August 5th, a Meeting of the Guild was held at St. Mary’s
Church, Bexley, and a peal of 720 changes Treble Bob Minor was ru»>g in
25 mins. by the following members :—J. Banister, treble ; W. J. Reeve, 2nd ;
H. Banister, 3rd; T. Banister, 4th; E. Hammant, 5th; W. Bright, tenor.
Conducted by Mr. Hammant.— Communicated.

Ringers’ Trip.

On Saturday, August 5th, the ringers of Holy Trinity Church, Bolton,
Lancashire, through the kindness of their Yicar and Churchwarden*, visited
Chester, from which place timy took a boat to Eeeleston, a vill ge on the
hanks of the Dee, in Flintshire; and going to the church, by the permission
of the Vicar rang a peal of Giandsire Minor. The ringersw ereH . W.
Jackson, 1st; H. Bentley, 2nd; J. Thornton, 3rd; T. Turner, 4th ; S.
Gaskt-1, 5th; W. Hamers, 6th. Conducted bv H. W. Jackson. Leaving
Eceleston, the village of Aldfprd was visited, a few miles further up the river,
and near the residence <fthe Duke of Westminster; avid by peunisri«>n of
the Vicar another peal of 720 was rung. The ringers stood as follows —H. W.
Jackson, 1st; H. Bentley, 2nd; J. H. Jackson. 3rd; J. Walsh, 4th S. Ga kel,
5ih; W. Hamer, 6th; and returned home very well pleased with their day’
outing.—Reported.

Cox’s Testimonial.

Sin,—W ith the best, tbanks of tbe Committee to your«eT and subscribers
generally, | beg to acknowledge the receipt of the following to the above
Fund —

Already announced .

Ilhe Oxford Society of Change rlngers per Mr Chas
Hounslow. President . 2 2 0
Mr. Jno. Nicholls, Beli-rope Maker Blue Anchor Road
Bt-TM ONASEY oo 010 6

The Rrv. F. E. Robinson, J. P.. The Rectory Appleton,

Abingdon, Berks . . .

4:14 2 6

Hy. Dains, Hon. Sec.

Received.—T. Dixon ; Bob Major.
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England, may well claim to be informed of tbe contents of this epistle.
Perhaps you will correct me if I am mistaken in thinking that no translation
has as yet been communicated by his Grace to the public journals.

A SYMPATHIZER WITH OUR SUFFERING F e LLOW-Ch KISTIANS ON THE DANUBE.

SIB,—Allow me to correct a mistake in your notice of Mr. Plumptre in last
week’s Church Bells. He is not Professor of Pastoral Theology at King’s
College, London, though he held that position from 1854 to 1863 ; but Pro-
fessor of Divinity, to which Chair he was elected in 1863, it having been filled
before by the present Archbishop of Dublin and the present Bishop of
Gloucester and Bristol. | may add that tlie present Professor of Pastoral
Theology is the Rev. Samuel Cheetham, M.A., who is joint-editor with
Dr. William Smith of Christian Antiquities. This work, as your readers are
probably aware, is intended to be a kind of extension of the Bihle Dictionary,
to which so many are indebted for very able articles on subjects connected
with theology. E.T.C.

St. John’s, Neutbnry.

Sir,—Having been absent from home during July, I missed seeing your
issue of this day mouth till yesterday, and now beg, in answer to *L, F.’s’
kind note, to say that the address of the Rev. Arundel C. Hill is Brantford,
Ontario, Canada. John A. Stewart.

Derry, Any. 8.

Sir,—The authors of the hymns ‘Bound upon the accursed Tree’and
‘Best of the Weary ’ are the late Bev. H. H. Milman and Dr. Monsell re-
spectively ; but they are not in the last edition of the S. P. C. K. hook.

C.T.

Sir,—A lady in tho parish intends to be married on a certain day, and
requests that a friend of hers may officiate at the ceremony. To whom is the
fee due ? D.T.

[All fees for “duties * done in a church belong, of course, to none hut the
incumbents. It is usual to give a present to a strange clergyman 0Ll such
occasions.—Ed.]

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

PEALS RUNG ON THE HAND-BELLS.
By Jasper W. Snowdon, llkley, Yorkshire.

{Continuedfrom p. 439.)

As further accounts of the performances enumerated may be interesting, |
annex details of them, selecting in each case the most authentic record of the
feat, and must conclude these remarks with my thanks to Mr. J, Cox, of the
Cumberlands Society, for exact copies of the records of the performances by
that body ; to Mr. J. It. Haworth, of the College Youths, for much valuable
information on this subject; and to Mr. M. A. Wood, of the same Society, for
particulars of the peals rung hy this and the St. James’ Society, though in the
absence of definite information | am unable to state whether or no these latter
are verbatim abstracts from the records of these last-named Societies.

From the Cumberlands’ Records.—‘Saturday, Nov. 12, 1754, The Society rang in their
assembly-room at the Bell in Shoreditch, a course of Oxford treble bob ten’in, it being the
fast that everwasrang. The performerswereSam uel Wood, 1—2; Francis Wood, ;
William Mattris, 5—6 ; Geo. Patrick, 7—8; Jolm Purlewent, 9—10.

From the Cumberlands' Records.—'On Thursday, 1st Jan. 1756, the following members
rang in their assembly-room at tbe Bell in Shoreditch, a course of Oxford treble bob
maximus, in 25 mins.  Samuel Wood, 1—2; Francis Wood, 3—4; William Mattris, 5—6;
Geo. Partrick, 7—8; John Purlewent, 9—10."

From the Cumberlands’ Records.—‘Tuesday, Dec. 1S07, Six persons of the Cumberland
Society rang on the handbells, after diligent perseverance, two complete courses of Oxford
treble bob maximus, containing 1248 changes, which were comﬁleted in 1 hour aud 2 min.,
being the greatest performance ever achieved in the science of handbell ringing, which will
ever reflect honour to the performers. This unparalleled performance was accomplished at
Mr. MicDormecr’s, keeper of the Red Cross, Hare Street, Bethnal Green, and was conducted
by George Gross. William Makec, 1—2; Paul Debues, 3—4; James Sticlibury, 5—6;
George Gross, 7—S; Daniel Debues, 9—10; Charles Makee, 11—12.”

From a Private Peal-book.—'On Monday, 16th Oct. 1809, was rung on a fine and musical
peal of twelve bells at the Talbot Inn, in Derby, by the Sheffield Society of St. Peter’s
Youths, a complete course of Oxford treble bob maximus, which was F_erformed by the
following artists, viz.:—Samuel Gardener, 1—2; William Booth, 3—4 ; William Rowen, 5—6;
Joseph Grayson, 7—8; Henry Grayson, 9—10 ; Samuel Shirt, 11—12. This was the first
course of treble bob maximus, containing 52S changes, ever rung in the county of Derby,
and before a large concourse of brother bob-kands.”

From a Private Peal-book.—*On Wednesday evening, Oct. 30, 1811, was rung on a peal
of eight hand-bells, at the house of Mr. William Booth, Bailey Lane, Sheffield, a complete
peal of Oxford treble bob major, 5088 changes, in 2 hours and 34 min., by the following
artists, viz..—William Hudson, 1—2; William Booth, 3—4; Henry Grayson, 5—6; George
Hudson, 7—S. The Conductor of this peal was Mr. George Hudson.’

From a Private Peal-book.—' On Tuesday, Dec. 8, 1811, was rung on a peal of ten hand-
bells, at tbe house of Mr. William Booth, Bailey Lane, Sheffield, a complete peal of Oxford
treble bob royal, consisting of 5000 changes, in 2 hours and 57 min., by the five following
artists, viz..—William Hudson, 1—2; William Booth, 3—4; Henry Grayson, 5—6; George
Hudson, 7—8; William Rowen, 9—10. Tho conductor of the peal was Mr. Henry
Grayson.”

From a Private Peal-book.— On Monday night, November 24,1816, was rung on twelve
handbells, at the house oi Mr. William Hall, Bailey Lane, Sheffield, a complete peal of
Oxford treble bob maximus, containing 5280 changes, in 3 hours and 33 min., by the six
following artists, viz. :—William Hudson, 1—2 ; William Booth, 8—4 ; William Rowen, 5—6;
George Hudson, 7—8; John Lomas, 9—10; William Hall, 11—12. N.B.—Conductor of
tho peal, Mr. William Hudson.”

Tablet in belfry of St. Peter’s Mancroft, Norwich.—‘Hand-bell ringing. On Feb. 25th,
1S22, was rung a quarter-peal, comprising 1260 changes, of that harmonious and intricate
composition of Stedman triples. This was perfectly comFIeted by four of Sc. Peter’s
ringers, two in hand, and to remove all doubt of the truth of the performance, it was rung
before proper witnesses, who were prepared with pricked documents to prove the truth
of the peal, and it was completed in a manner that must ever reflect great credit on the
company who performed this task, and took their stations in the following order, by the
direction of Samuel Thurston, who called the bobs and conducted the pealWilliam
Tuck, 1—2; Frederick Watering, 3—4; Samuel Thurston, 5—6; William Mann, 7—8*
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From the Cumberlands’ Records.—*At the sign of the Green Dragon, Poplar, on Friday,
August 1st, 1828, four of the society of Cumberlands rang on the hand-bells, up in hand, a
complete peal of 5040 changes of Grandsire triples, in 3 hours and 3 min. John Chapman,
1—2; Edmund Giles, 3—4; Charles Warner, 5—6; Robert Ashley, 7—8. Called by Mr.
E. Giles and witnessed by Mr. William Atherton.*

Tablet in belfry of St. Peter’s Mancroft, Noru-ich.—‘Hand-bell ringing. On Monday,
April 11th, 1831, were rung, by four of St Peter’s Mancroft ringers, 2520 changes of
Stedman triples. This astonishing piece of science was accomplished in a very superb

documents to ascertain whether it was worthy of record, consequently its truth cannot,
be controverted. The peal was comopsed by J. P. Powell, Esq., and ingeniously conducted
by Samuel Thurston, which in case must be very difficult, and rung as follows Samuel
Thurston, 1—2; Henry Hubbard, 3—4; Frederic Watering, 5—G; Joshua Hurry, 7—8."

From the St. James's Records.—' Ou Wednesday, April 8th, 1840, Four members of this
society rang, up in hand, at Mr. Crane’s, sign of the “ eogard,“ Steward Street, St. Luke's,
a peal of 5040 changes of Grandsire triples, containinghl 4 bobs and 46 singles, beinF the
first performance of this kind rung in this society, in 2 hours and 4Smin., by Wm. Golding,
1—2; Chas. Goozee, 3—4 ; Wm. Lobb, 5—6; Thos. Le Sage, 7—8. Conducted by William
Lobb.”

From the Cumberland) Records.—'At the Angel and Crown, Twidg% Folly, Bethnal
Green, Good Friday, April 17th, 1840, was rung, up in hand, upon hand-bells, a complete
geal of 5040 changes of Grandsire triples, in 2hours and 30 min. Performed by William

olding, 1—2; Charles Gooze, 3—4; William Lobb, 5-6; John Freeman, 7—8. "This peal
contained 194 bobs with 46 singles, and was conducted by Mr. William Lobb.’

College Youths.—"'June 14th, 1S51, 5086 Stedman Caters, 2 hours and 59 mins., at Mr.
Keyler’s, Eneage Street, Spitalfields, being the first ever rung. John Cox, 1-2; George
E. Ferris, 34 ; William Cooter, 5—6; Matthew A. Wood, 7— 8 ; James Dwight, 9—10;
Composed and conducted by J. Cox.’

From the Cumberlands’ Records.—'On Monday, Dec. 19th, 1853, four members of this
society rang on the hand-bells, in hand, at the house of Mr. William Ironside, the Three
Kings, Clerkenwell Close, a true and excellent peal of triples, upon Stedman’s principle,
consisting of 5040 chan%es, which was completed in 2hours and 40 min. The performers
were Johu Cox, 1—2; Thomas Powell, 3—4; Henry William Haley, ; Thomas
Britten, 7—8. The above peal contained 240 bobs and 2 singles, and was rang in the
presence of several members of the Societﬁ of College Y ouths, being the firsttime a peal of
this intricate method was ever accomplished upon hand-bells, and was conducted by Mr.
John Cox.*

College Youths.—" January 21st, 1854, 5040 Stedman triples, 2 hours and 3S min., at Mr.
Sully’s, Church Row, Bethnal Green. George E. Ferris, 1—2; William Cooter, 3—4;
Matthew A. Wood, 5—6; James Dwight, 7—8. Conducted by W. Cooter.

St. James’ Society.— ' February 10th, 1S54, 5040 Stedman Cinques, 3 hours and 28 min.;
at Mr. Sully’s, Church Row, Bethnal Green, being the first peal ever rung. Henr?/ W.
Haley, 1—2; John Cox, 3—4; George E. Perris. 5—6; Matthew A. Wood, /—8; William
Cooter, 9—10; James Dwight, 11—12. Composed and conducted by H. W. Haley.

St. James' Society.—' March 11th, 1854, 5040 Stedman Triples, 2 hours and 41 minutes, at
Mr. Sully’s, Church Row, Bethnal Green, being the first ever rung without calling. John
Cox 1—2« William Cooter, 3—4; Henrﬁ W. Hale?/, 5—6; Matthew A. wood, t—S.
Umpires:—Messrs. Bartell and Burton of the Cumberlands’ Society.”

From the Cumberlands' Records.—'Hand-bell ringing extraordinary. On Thursday
evening June 22nd, 1854, four members of this Society assembled at Mr. Ironside s, Three
Kings Clerkenwell Close, and succeeded in ringing Lin hand) in a masterly style, Mr.
John Holt’s Original peal of Grandsire triples, which extraordinary performance was
accomplished in the space of 2 hours and 35 min. TheperformerswereW illiam Kitson,
1—%*e+ John Cox. 3—4; Thomas Powell, 56 ; John Fairbairn, i—8. Conducted by Mr.
John Cox. This is the first time the above-named peal has ever been rang (in hand) on
hand-bells, and must be acknowledged the greatestachievementever known'm the science
of bell-ringing. Umpires:—Messrs. Cornelius Andrew and Emmanuel Stokes.

(To be continued.)

Cadbury, Devon.

The ‘ring *of bells in the little church of Cadbury has now been rendered
complete by the addition of a new treble in D, 5f cwt. This bell is from the
foundry of Messrs. Blews, Birmingham, and is a worthy companion to the
third and tenor, which are pre-Beformation in date. The new hell has been
hung hy Messrs. Hooper and Stokes of Woodbury, who rehung the original
ring of" four two years ago. Their whole work, which includes a chiming
apparatus—the well-known and most useful invention of the Bev. H. T. Ella-
combe—has given complete satisfaction. The new bell bears the appropriate
motto— 1Time Benin, Cole Begem.—Local Paper.

Bells Rehung at Thame, Oxon.

A new ring of eight bells has recently been hung in the tower of the
parish church of Thame, Oxon, in lieu of the old ring of six, some of which
were cracked. All being completed, the Appleton Society of Change-ringers
paid a visit to the place on the Iltli inst., and rang a whole peal of Grandsire
Triples, comprising 5040 changes, with 154 bobs and 86 singles. The nngers
stood as follows:—S. White, treble; E. Holifield, 2nd; B. Barrett, 3rd; W.
Bennett, 4tli; G. Holifield, 5th; Bev. F. E. Bobinson, Cth; F. White, 7th;
T. Bennett, tenor. Composed hy F. White, and conducted hy the Bev. F. E.
Bobinson. The hells were cast by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank of White-
chapel, and hung by Messrs. White and Son of Appleton.—Reported.

Bells Rehung at Ellingham, Suffolk.

The ring of five bells was reopened here on the 8th inst., all the bells
having been rehung by Mr. Day of Eye, and one of them recast. A dinner
was given to about forty ringers in the rectory grounds.— Communicated.

[Why was there no Dedication Service suitable to the occasion?—Ed.]

Ringing at Woodsley, Staffordshire.

On Thursday night, August 10, three of St. James’s, Wollaston, with three
of Woodsley, rang at Trinity Church, Woodsley, 720 changes of Grandsire
Minor, in 24 mins. The ringers were as follows:—T. Darby, treble; E.
Chapman, 2nd; G. Howbells, 3rd; J. Coaker, 4th; W. Lawrance, 5th; W.
Pugh, tenor. Conducted by J. Coaker.—Reported.

Ringing at Rusper, Sussex.

On Saturday evening, August 12, a mixed company of change-ringers
rang at the above church Holt’s peal of Plain Bob Minor, without Singles.
It was rung in 25 mins. hy the following persons:— G. Tnllett, treble;
P. Horley, 2nd; E. Jordan, 3rd; F. Knight, 4tli; J. Worsfold 5th; H,
BurstoW; tenor. Called by H. Burstow, with 21 bobs.—Reported.
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select those as assistant-bishops who would be best adapted to give them
able assistance in evangelizing the teeming millions of India ? The funds
required would be comparatively little; hut might not the help to the bishops
and the benefit to the natives he great ? H.B

Anglican Bishops’ Mitres.

Sir,—In Church Bells of last week, | read that ‘the new Bishop of
Bombay, Dr. Mylno, has revived the ancient usage of the mitre— a Church
ornament which most of our modern prelates at home content themselves
with having depicted on their coats-of-arms, with the solitary and rare excep-
tion of a coronation.” Permit me to say that | think you are under misappre-
hension as to the use of mitres by our bishops at coronations. In the Rev.
Mackenzie E. C. Walcott’s Sacred Archccoloqy it is stated that‘the bishops
appeared mitred at the Coronation of George II1.;" but | have seen the con-
temporary accounts of that coronation in the Annual Register and Gentleman’s
Magazine of that date, and | find there in the order of the procession, 1Bishops
in their rochets, their square caps in thenlhands,” and there is no mention of
their changing the square cap for the mitre. After the king was crowned,
the peers put on their coronets and the bishops their caps. In the accounts
of tbe Coronations of George Il., George IV., William IV., and our present
Queen, the descriptions are identical in tins particular; of the latter corona-
tion there are many engravings to be seen, but in none of them is a mitre
shown, although the Archbishop does wear a cope. The following instances
of the use of mitres in modern times may be interesting; and now that
pastoral staffs are so common amongst us | think it ought to be known that
Bishop Mylne is not the first to revive the whole of the ancient Episcopal in-
signia, and it is greatly to be hoped that others will soon follow his example.

The first Bishop of the United States, Dr. Seabury of Connecticut, used
to wear a mitre in his Episcopal ministrations, which is now preserved in the
Library of Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut: it is of black silk, with the
cross embroidered on the front and the crown of thorns on the back. | do
not know whether any of the other early American bishops used them, hut in
Sacred Archecology two mitres are mentioned as being preserved in the United
States. The first Bishop of Grahamstown, Dr. Armstrong, used a mitre;
his successor, Bishop Cotterill, now of Edinburgh, used it occasionally | have
heard, hut the present bishop does not. Dr. Webb, the Bishop of Bloem-
fontein, uses a mitre; and | believe his predecessor, Dr. Twells, did. The
late Dr. Forbes, Bishop of Brechin, had a mitre carried before him in his
episcopal ministrations, and wore it privately in the Sisterhood Chapel in
Dundee: so | read in a recent number of the Penny Post. Besides this, ever
since the Reformation there are monuments of mitred bishops ; and although,
perhaps, some are only represented symbolically, I think without doubt many
are represented as they actually appeared in their lifetime. H.T.E. K.

Bishop Sumner, &c.

Sie,—Your review of the life of the late Bishop Sumner, of Winchester,
induces me to remark that there is one trait in his character which I have
not seen noticed. | had it from the late Archdeacon Wilberforce, who once,
or perhaps oftener, observed to me that the Bishop had a remarkable talent
for the discernment of the characters of persons; and | think it was with
reference to this—or at all events partly to this—that he also said that the
diocese of Winchester was at that tine better than any other in England.

| was on the most friendly terms with Archdeacon Wailberforce, being
about his nearest neighbour for some eight years in my then vicarage; and
this rectory was very likely the last house he slept in, besides his own, before
he took the lamentable step of secession to Rome. The night | mean was that
after his last Visitation at Pocklington. Not a word was said to prepare one
for such an event. He was in his usual flow of good spirits. | remember his
jumping over the stream that bounds my rectory-garden like a scliool-boy of
fifteen. F. 0. Morris.

Nunhiirnholme Rectory, Haylon, York.

Magdalene College, Oxford.

Sib,—Will any of your readers inform me if the academical clerkships
offered at Magdalene College, Oxford, are awarded solely for proficiency in
singing, and how often they fall vacant? |Is there anything to prevent a
ehoirman at one of tlie other colleges matriculating and taking a degree as
an attached student? On these points the Oxford Calendar gives no inform-
ation. X.

Free Seats v. Pews.

“C. M.”wishes to know from what Societies aid may be obtained towards
tbe substitution of free seats for pews in the parish church ofa small rural
locality.

Sir,— (1) In what year was Dr. Hook removed from the Vicarage of
Leeds ? (?) Where can | find the hymn in which occur the words,—

‘Lest he, my wakeful enemy, should say,
“Against him have | now prevailed?
ejoice, the child of God has failed !’ S. B. N.

Sir—In your issue of the 12th of August ‘A Reader of Church Bells’
makes inquiries about an ‘Association of Women, or Sisterhood,” which |
believe w<>uld be satisfied by an application to the Superior of the Winchester
Diocesan Home for tbe Friendless and Fallen, addressed to St. Thomas’
Home, either at Forton, Gosport, or at Ash, Farnborough Station. -

H. R. Hanson, Curate.

‘A Reader of Church Bells." in our No. for August 12,.is requested to
communicate with Canon Gee, 2b Great George Street, Westminster.

*A Bombay Civilian.:—=Thanks for your amusing correction. The writer
of the phrase bids us say he feels *annihilated.” Will younot sometimes help,
yet more directly, with your local knowledge >—Eed.

cF. 0. Morris.”—We know only of two letters.
and 19.

See Nos. for August 5
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

PEALS RUNG ON THE HAND-BELLS.
By Jasper W. Snowdon, llkley, Yorkshire.

(‘Continuedfrom p. 451.)

From the Cumberlands’ Records.—'Hand-bell performance. On Thursday, Jan. 4th, 1855,
the following members rang upon lwmd-bells, retained in hand throughout, at Mr.
Houghton’s, the York Arms, Ship Yard, Strand, a peal of Caters on Stedman’s principle,
consisting of5000 changes, in 2 hours and 55 min. Performers John Cox. 1—2; Thomas
Powell, 8—4 ; Jeremiah Miller, 5—6; William Kitson, 7—8; John Fairbaim, 9—10. Comm
posed and called by Mr. John Cox.’

College Youths—*Jan. 5th, 1855, 5001 Stedman Caters, 2 hours and 59 min., at Mr.
Sully’s, Church Rove, Bethnal Green. Henry W. Haley, 1—2; Matthew A. Wood, 3—4;
George E. Ferris. 5—6; William Cooter, 7—S; Janies Dwight, 9—10. Composed and
called by H. W. Haley.”

College.Ymdhs.-J-Jan. 20th, 1855, 5040 Grandsire triples, 2 hours and 34 min., Holt’s
original, at Mr. Sully’s, Church Bow.Bethnal Green: George E. Ferris, 1—2; Henry W.
Haley, 3—4; Mattiilew A. Wood, 5—6; William Cooter, 7—S. Conducted by H. W.
Haley.’

St. Jams’ Society.— 'Feb, 2nd. 1855, 5040 Grandsire triples, in 2 hours and 28 miu.,
(Holt's Original) at Mr. Sully’s, Church Bow, Bethnal Green. Matthew A. Wood, 1—2;
Henry W. Haley, 3—4; George E. Ferris, 5—6; William Cooter, 7—8. Conducted by H.
W. Haley

From the Cumberlands’ Records —*Hand-bell performance. Boulevard Bon Nouvelle a
Paris. On Sunday, July 15th, 1855, the undermentioned members of this society rang at
the above establishment, upon hand-bells, retained in hand throughout, Mr John Holt's
ten-part peal of Grandsire triples, consisting of 5040 changes, in 2 hours and 35 min. They
sat thus:—Edward Savwer, 1—2; John Cox. 3—4; Cornelius Andrew, 5—6; George
Banks, 7—8. The above peal was the first ever accomplished on the Continent of Europe,
and was conducted by Mr. John Cox.”

From the Cumberlands’ Records.—’Hand-bell performance. On Sat. Oct. 24th, 1867, the
following members rangi at Mr. Carr’s, Waltham Abbey, Essex, on hand-bells, retained-in
hand throughout, a peal of Caters, on Stedman’s principle, consisting of 5000 changes, in
3 hours and 3 min. Performers:—John Cox, 1—2; John Nelms, 3—4; Thomas Powell,
5—6; John Rogers, 7—8; John Howe, 9—10. Composed and conducted by John Cox.”

Cumberlands’ Records.—* Hand-bell performance. On Sunday, Nov. 15th. 1857, the
following members rang at Mr. Houghton's, the Punch Bowl, Hemlock Court, Strand, a
peal of Grandsire triples, on hand-bells, retained in hand throu%hout, consisting of 5040
changes, in 2 hours and 58 min. Performers:—Henry Booth, 1—2; John Nelms, 3—4;
mTohrfcox, 5—6 ; William Antill, 7—8. Conducted by Mr. John Nelms.'

College Youths.—'Jan. 2nd, 1S5S, 5016 Stedman Cinques, in 3hours and 25 min., at Mr.
Sully’s,"Church Bow, Bethnal Green. Henry W. Haley, 1—2; William Cooter, 3—4;
Matthew A. Wood, 5—6; George E. Ferris, 7—8; William Green, 9—10; James Dwight,
11—12. Composed and conducted by H. W. Haley.’

From the Cumberlands’ Records.—“Hand-bell performance. On Sunday, Jan. 17, 1858,
the following members of this society rang upon hand-bells, retained in hand throughout,
at Mr. Houghton’s, the Punch Bowl, Hemlock Court, Strand, a peal of Grandsire triples,
consisting of 5040 changes, in 3 hours and 35 rein. The band sat as follows:—Henry
Booth, 1—2; John Cox, 3-4 ; John Bogers, 5—6; William Chrisfield, 7—8. Conducted by
Mr. Henry Booth.”

College Youths.—' March 27th, 1858, 5009 Stedman Caters, in 2 hours and 52 min., at
Mr. English’s, Globe Street,, Bethnal Green. Henr%/ W. Haleg, 1—2; GeorgeE. Ferris,
3—4; William Cooter, 5—6; Matthew A. Wood, 7—S; James Dwight, 9—10." Composed
and conducted by H. W. Ha’ey.”

College Youths.-* July 30th, 1S59, 5074 Stedman Caters, in 3 hours and 3min., at Mr.
Howe's, Bromley-by-Bow. Middlesex. Henry IV. Haley, 1—2; Matthew A. Wood, 3—4 ;
George E. Ferris, 5—6; William Cooter, 7—S’; James Dwight, 9—10. Composed and con-
ducted by H. W. Haley.’

Cavendish, Suffolk.—"OnJan. 20tli, 1569, 6160 changes of Bob Major, in 3 hours and 12
mills, bv the following persons :—A Ambrose, Cavendish. 1—2; F. P. Adams, Glemsford
3—4: Wm. Wells, Cavendish, 5-6; Sami. Slater, Glemsford, 7—8. Composed by Jno.
Beeves, and conducted by Arthur Ambrose.”

College Youths.—*March 13th, 1872, 5040 Grandsire triples, in 2 hours and35 minutes
(Holt’s Original), at Mr. Bridge’s. Church Bow, Bethnal Green. William Cooter, 1—2;
Henry W. Haley, 3-4; Matthew A. Wood, 5—6; Henry Booth, 7—8. Conducted by
H. W. Haley.”

St Martin's (Birmingham) Records.—' On Wed., July 30th, 1873, was rung on the hand-
bells a peal of Grandsire triples, comprising 5040 changes, which was completed ill 2 hours
52 min. by the following members of the St. Martin’s Society: —William Kent, 1 2;
Henry Avery 3—4; Henry Bastable, 5—6; Henry Johnson, jun, 7—8 Comﬂosed b
Mr. T. Day. ~ Conducted by Mr. H. Bastable ~This was the first peal rung on the hand-
bells in this borough. Messrs. T. Day, H. Johnson, senr, and J. Spencer, were auditors,
and can attest the truth ofthe above performance.”

Skeldergate. York.—'On Jan. 12. 1876, four members of the Y'ork Branch of College
Youths rang Holt’s six-part peal of Grandsire Triples, in 2hrs. 52 min. The ringers were
stationed thus:—T. Dixon, 1—2; W. Howard, ; C. Underwood, 5—6 ; W. Morrell, ,—8.
Conducted by T. Dixon. This was the first peal ever rung In hand at York.’

Birmingham —‘On June 1st, 1876, four members of the St. Martin’s Association rang
Holt’s one-part peal of Grandsire Triples, in 2 hours t9 mius.The ringers were:—
J. Joynes, 1—2; H. Bastable, 3-4; J. Carter, 5—6; H. Johnson, jun, 7—8, Con-
ducted by H. Bastable.

Ringing for Service at Spalding, Lincolnshire.

On Sunday, Gthinst, the following members of the Spalding Society of
Change-ringers, with Mr. W. A. Tyler of Hatfield (the kind permission of the
Vicar having been obtained), rang at the parish church, before service in the
evening, two half peals of 360 changes of Bob Minor, and after service a whole
peal of 720 in the same method. The ringers were :—J. Cberrington, treble;
J. S. "Wright, 2nd; W. A. Tyler, 3rd: E, Clarke, 4th; E. Creasey, 5th (con-
ductor) ; T. Dalton, tenor. Weight of tenor, one ton.— Reported.

[We suppose the ringing after service was as a Sunday recreation for tlie
ringers. Would they not have done better to have gone quietly home, medi-
tating on the good words they had heard at church, instead of bothering
themselves with bobs and singles?—Ed.]

Long Lane.

A new clock has just been erected in the church tower of this village,
which not only shows time upon two large dials, hut strikes the hours upon
one bell and chimes the quarters upon two. The clock i- also fitted with all
the latest improvements, and is a very good one throughout. As there is no
room to ring the bells in the usual way, a contrivance has been effected
whereby the three bells may be chimed for church, a handle simply having to
be turned. When required, any one of the bells may be rung separately.
Mr. Smith, Midland Clock Works' Derby, has carried out the work.—Reported.
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Reopening of Bells at Aysgarth, Wensleydale, Yorkshire.

The fine ring of bells which this church possesses dates from 1829.
From neglect, the whole of the fittings had become very much out of repair.
The work was entrusted to Mr. Thos. Mallaby of Masham, who found it
necessary entirely to renew them. On the 24th August a Church festival was
held, and the bolls were reopened by the Society of Change-ringers from
Masham, who rang several touches—3(i0 each—of Bob Minor, Oxford Treble
Bob Minor, Kent Treble Bob Minor, and College Single, at intervals during
the day, under the leadership of Mr. Mallaby. A special choral service was
held at 1.30. The prayers were read hy the Vicar, the Rev. F. W. Stow; the
lessons hy the Rev. F. Barker, Rector of Middlekam, and the Rev. D. D.
Stewart, Vicar of Maidstone. The preacher was the Rev. G. M. Gorham,
Vicar of Masham, who gave an able and interesting discourse upon the origin
and use of church hells. The church, which holds 620, was well filled, and
a number of tlie neighbouring clergy were’present. After service, between
600 and 700 sat down at a public tea in Bear Park, near the church, and close
to the uppermost of the well-known falls of the Yore.—Communicated.

The Use and Abuse of Church Bells.

Sie,—May | ask you to draw the attention of ringers to this subject? No
doubtbut there is a line to be drawn, but the thiug is—where? Church bells
are, in my humble opinion, Church property, for the sole use of the Church’s
days of rejoicing or otherwise. When we see them perverted to all sorts of
abuses, | think Churchmen should speak out. We have a fine ring of ten in
our old ohurcli tower. | know you do not hold with Sunday ringing, but well
do | remember the exquisite pleasure | used to feel on the Sunday morning,
when our noble bells were rung half an hour before the usual chiming for
Divine service. (Forwhich purpose aformer Vicar's wife had bequeathed some
money. A real lover of church bells was she; all honour to her beloved
memory!) Now we have a Vicar who has done away with all this. The hells
are silenced, except on practice-nights or wedding-days, when ringing for
money is all that is thought worthy of musical instruments dedicated by our
fathers to the glory of God.

But on the 23rd was Kingston Regatta—against which | have not a word
to say; far from it. But now is the time for the flag to be hoisted on the
church tower, and the bells to send out tbeir most joyous notes, as though
they ‘were lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God I’ How differentin a
neighbouring parish (Richmond), where the Church’s year and festivals are
observed in the proper manner ! The bells are there used to call to a hearty
service of prayer and praise, and the red-cross flag is hoisted, and people
know that a real work is going on, to the praise and glory of God.

1 was delighted that the Vicar of Great Dunmow used his authority in
refusing to allow his church bells for a stupid ceremony lately in his parish.
All honour to such clergymen, | say. Would that there were more of them !
For my part, 1 do not see why the hells may not be used in cases of public
rejoicing ; but in no wise if they are entirely silent for the holy purposes to
which they were originally dedicated. H. E.J.

Kingslon-on-Thames.

A Hint to Steeple-keepers.

Sie,—Perhaps it would not he out of the way to suggest the following to
those with whom the responsibility rests for keeping the hell-frame, cage,
stocks, wheels, &c., in good working order. It is very essential that, after
a long dry time, when the wood-work shrinks, and consequently the screws,
holts, &c,, get loose, that they should be looked to by anexjierieneed person,
as the going of new or recently-hung bells depends upon their being kept
screwed up tight. |If neglected, and the stock should get a little loose, tlie
bells go bad, and are 'not ringable for good striking and change-ringing.
Hence the reason of hells that go well for a time after the bell-hanger has
finished them, hut do not keep long in good ringing order. It is of great
importance that they should he screwed regularly or evenly, as by screwing
one side tight before you commence the other, you cannot get them level, but
draw them athwart. A. D. S. K. (A Devonshire Stceple-keeper.)

Date Touch on the Hand-bells at York.

On Monday night, August 28th, at 13 Fetter Lane, four members of the
Yorkshire Association succeeded in ringing a date of Kent Treble Boh Major
on eight hand-bells, retained in hand, in 1 hr.-5 mins. The band was
stationed as follows:—T. Dixon, 1st and 2nd; IV. Howard, 3rd and 4th; C.
Underwood, 5th and Ctli; W. Morrell, 7th and 8th. The above date was
composed and conducted by Mr. T. Dixon.— Communicated.

The Cox Testimonial Fund.

Sin,—I beg to acknowledge the following subscriptions in favour of the
above testimonial;—
Already announced . . £17 0 O

St. James's Society of Chang'e—rin.gers,. Loridon,' per

Mr. G. Stoekbam . . . . . 3 3 0
Messrs. Nunn Brothers, of London and Colchester 010 O
W. H.,aFriend e 0 5 0
Mr. J. Pi. HAWOTth 0 2 6

Hy. Dains, Hon. Sec.

The Guild of Devonshire Ringers.

A Meeting of the Committee will be held at Plymouth, on Tuesday,
September 5, at 2 p.m. Agendi :—To arrange for a General Meeting; to
consider the mode of treatment of the subject of ‘Church Bells’ at the
Congress; to receive designs for Certificate of Membership, Ac.

J. L. laxgdon Fuleobd, Hon. Sec.
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BELFRY RECORDS.

ST. CHAD’S, SHREWSBURY. (Tablets in the Belfry.)

869. Union Society.—Nov. 2d, 1779, wasrang in this Steeple a peal of Grandsire Cinques-
6006 changes, iu_4 hours and_27 minutes, by

T. Spendlove, First. | E. Roberts, Fourth. |1 T.Groves, Seventh. C. Bigg, Tenth.
R. Cross.Second. W. Farrell, Fifth. J. Hartshorn, Eighth. R. Lloyd, Eleventh.
W. Bull, Third. R. Wilding, Sixth. | J.Parker, Ninth. J,, Perratt, Tenor.

. Call’d by R. Cross . o
The above peal was an uninterrupted succession of such correct striking that, during its
continuance, not a note ofjarring or discord hurt the attention’s ear.

870. Jant. 28, 1800, was rang in this Steeple a peal of Oxford Treble Bob Royal, 5000

changes, in 3 hours ft 43 minutes, by i i .

T. Spendlove, Third. ~ W. Bull, Sixth. T. Hill, Ninth. R. Wilding, Twelfth.
E. Roberts, Fourth.  W. Farrell, Seventh. R. Cross, Tenth.

T. Groves, Fifth. J. Parker, Eighth. R. Lioyd, Eleventh. Call'd by Rd. Cross.

871. This tablet was erected by tlie Union Society to record an excellent Peal of Grand-
sire Caters rung here on April 5 1808, which, if surpassed by future practitioners, will
stand as a memorial that their predecessors were not deficient in skill ft perserverance.
It contained 10097 changes, ft was ;?]erformed inv\;i I—éoHrst_t ?ﬁ MinutestyPerratt )

T. Spendlove, Third. S. Lee, Sixth. - Bull, Ninth. . Pe ) ,
E. Rpoberts, Fourth.  C. Bigg, Seventh. R. Wilding, Tenth. 1 T: Hill, 1 ‘tenou
G. Roberts, Fifth. R. Cross, Eighth. J. Parker, Eleventh. 1 Call’d by Wm. Bull.

872. Dec. 27, 1813, was rang in this Tower a peal of Oxford Treble Bob Maximus, con-
taining 50S8 Changes, in 3 hours & 59 minutes, by the following members of the Union

Society:—
T. S gndlove, First. IT. Lloyd, Seventh. J. C. Jones, Tenth.
. Lee, Eighth. C. Bigg, Eleventh.

E. Roberts, Second. |
J. Lewis, Third. |Wm. Bull, Ninth. S. Lawrence, Twelfth.

G. Roberts, Fourth.
R. Cross, Fifth.
R, Wilding, Sixth.

CHRIST CHURCH, BATH. (Tablet in the Belfry.)

873. On Monday, Jany. 20fch, 1868, the following Ringers, under the Leadership of
Mr. C. Kingman, rang 1870 changes in one hour & fifteen minutes
P. Temple. | J. Smith.
J. Cox. | R. Osman.
Osman and Cox, Callers.

BATH ABBEY. (Tablet in the Belfry.)
874. On Monday, March 10th, 1834, was rung in this Tower a true and complete peal of

J. Perry.
G- Kingman.

Grandsire Triples, containing 5040 changes, in the space of 3 hours & 17 minutes, by the
following persons ;—

Richd. Osman, First. I Edmd. Wilcox, Fourth. | Geo. Bolwell, Seventh.
Thos. Britton, Second. Josh. Knee, Fifth. Geo. Fisher,  }Eialilh

Jas. Allen, Third. | Wm. Rodford, Sixth, I Jno. Harding, J J
E. Wilson, Conductor.

Chas. Crook, Rector.
Sf. Chas"Hunt, } ChurchwardsW.

ALL SAINTS, WEST BROMWICH, STAFFORDSHIRE.

(Tablets in the Belfry.)

875. At All Saints’, Novr. Sth, 1842, 5040 Grandsire Tripples, in 2 hours ft 52 minutes.
The first Peal upon the Bells after augmentation to eight. Tenor, 15 cwt.
Samson Marsh, Treble. | John Harris, Fourth. | John Noak, Seventh.
Paul Cashmore, Second. Joseph Bourne, Fifth. John Green, Tenor.
Edward Marsh, Third. I Samuel Marsh, Sixth. | Conducted by Sami. Marsh.

876. At All Saints’, the 8th April, 1844, 5040 Kent Treble Bob Tripples, in 2hours ft
45 mins. Composed by Il. Johnson Birne. Conducted by Samuel Marsh. .

Samson Marsh, Treble. John Harris, Fourth. Paul Cashmore, Sixth.
Thos. Sutton, Second. Thomas Edwards, Fifth. Samuel Marsh, Seventh.
Solomon Biddlestone, Third. John Green, Tenor.

877. at All Saints” Church, May 21st, 1544, 5088 Kent Treble Bob Major, in 2 hours &
53 minutes. The Peal in three parts by Lockwood, Leeds. Conducted by P. Cashmore.
First Peal of Major on the Bells. i .

Thomas Bingham, Treble. I Joseph Mitchell, Fourth. | Wm. Chattell, Sixth.
James Jarvis, Second. Wm. Andrews, Fifth. Paul Cashmore, Seventh.
Samson Marsh, Third. J | Samuel Marsh, Tenor.

STS. At All Saints’, March 31st, 1845, 5056 Kent Treble Bob Major, in 3 hours; 5th &
6th 24 times wrong &right. Composed & conducted by Paul Cashmore. i
Edward Marsh, Treble Henry John-on, Fourth. Wm. Upson, Sixth.
Thomas Sutton, Second. Richd. Graham, Fifth. Samuel Marsh, Seventh.
Samson Marsh, Third. Paul Cashmore, Tenor.

879. On the Bells of All Saint?’, August 24th, 1845, 6016 Kent Treble Bob Major, in 3
hours & 30 minutes ; 5th & 6th Bells 24 times wrong and right. Composed & conducted

b}/ Samuel Marsh. ) M F]1]—
ames Jarvis, Treble. I Solomon Biddlestoue,Fourth. | William Chattell, Sixth.
Thomas Mason, Second. Henry Johnson, Fifth. Paul Cashmore, Seventh.
1Sami. Marsh. Tenor.

Samson Marsh, Third. .
Rang in an excellent manner.

880. On the 25th Novr. 1845, 5056 Kent Treble Bob Major, in 2 hours 42 & minutes.
Composed & conducted by Paul Cashmore. X
Thomas Foster, Treble. | Samuel Aston, Fourth. | Samuel Marsh, Sixth.
Thomas Mason, Second. John Harris, Fifth. William Kitson, Seventh.
Samson Marsh, Third. | Paul Cashmore, Tenor.

881. On All Saints’ Bells, Sept. 15th, 1847, 5024 Kent Treble Bob Major, in 2 hours &
48 minutes, with 5th & 6th 24 times wrong & right. Composed & conducted by Samuel

Marsh. John Griffiths, Sixth.

;Rgmgi K/?asstgﬁ' STQSSL%, William Kitson, Seventh.
’ Samuel Marsh, Tenor.

Samson Marsh, Third.

ST. PAUL’S, SHIPLEY, YORKSHIRE.

882. The following peals have been rang in this tower

Dec. 25, 1845, 5040 changes in 2 hours 55 minutes. CompanJy:
Jonas Hainsworth, Treble” \ James Crabtree, Third. I John lves. Fifth.
John Jenkinsou, Second. J James Lilley, Fourth. | William lves. Tenor.

Peals  College Treble, Tulip, Primrose, Duke of York, New London, Oxiordand Violet.
Conducted by James Lilley.

fSolomon Biddlestone, Fourth.
Paul Cashmore, Fifth,

(Tablet in the Belfry.)

May 14th, 1853, 5040 changes, in 3hours 2 minutes. Company : .
Richard Brook, Treble. I William Kendall, Third. 1James UIIe?/, Fifth.
William Wilks, Second. | John Wilks, Fourth. [ Thomas Pallaser, Tenor.
peals Kent, Duke of York, Woodbine, Oxford Deligni, New London, Violet and
Oxford, Conducted by William Kendall.

Jan. 1st, 1859, 5040 changesin 3hours and 2 minutes.
James Lilley, Treble. I William Kendall, Thii-d. j 1nomas Crabtree, Fifth.
Samuel Pollard, Second. | Thomas lves, Fourth. { Thomas Pallaser, Tenor.

Peals —Primrose, Tulip, College Treble, London Scholars, City Delight, College Plea-

sure, and Arnold’s Victory. Conducted by James Lilley.

Company



September 9, 1876.]

persons belonging to the family which offers come and kneel before the rails,
tapers are placed into their hands, and a priest wearing a stole blesses the
offering. Immediately after the cake is taken to the vestry, cut into small
pieces, and carried to be distributed to the congregation. Indeed, no one
would think of considering it as a kind of communion. In some provinces some
superstitious people use part ofit as asort ofamuletto ward offthe evil influence
of witches. | have known good, simple mothers, who made a small bag in
which they placed a little bit ofpain benit, and sewed it to the clothes of their
children as a specific against wicked people. In this Protestant place they
use quicksilver instead.

The .Reformation of the fifteenth century was not always discriminating in
its elimination of ceremonies ; and many good things, worth preserving, then
disappeared. The garment of the Church, of which the wonderful Dean of
St. Patrick’ speaks so wisely in his Tale of a Tub, was more badly treated
than can be imagined. Your correspondent ‘G. V.” might have noticed
another touching ceremony which takes place at high mass. | mean the Kiss
ofpeace. Unfortunately, the mingling of the sexes at church has necessitated
the discontinuance of it among the laity, but it is still preserved among the
clergy.

The Church of England has a grand task to achieve and a high duty to
perform—may the Lord give her wisdom and power to fulfil her destinies !
—i.e. to revise quietly and correct soberly, free from any passion or prejudice,
the work which was done under pressure and in atime when, with respect to
religion, the revolutionary spirit was at large. They may well be praised, the
noble minds who have devised the Anglo-Continental Society; but before the
Church of England is able to perform the blessed work which they dream for
her, she has a great deal more to reform and restore than people are aware of.

Guernsey. *ok ok

Episcopal Patronage.

Sir,—Your article in Church Bells of Sept. 9 constrains me to give my
protest against Episcopal Patronage.

4S.S.H.” says, ‘Appointments to cures of souls are appointments to
spiritual offices first, and only to the emoluments of the office in the second
place.” To this I quite agree, and, therefore, | would give more power to the
Bishop as regards refusing to institute a clergyman whom he did not think
fit for the spiritual office, whilst I would deprive him of all patronage over the
temporalities.

The theory now is, a patron presents the clergyman to the Bishop, and it
is the Bishop -who ‘sends’ him. The Bishop should therefore be careful
whom he ordains and sends. The Bishop’ power to give away the temporali-
ties has been in all ages a beam in his eye, preventing him seeing who is fit
for the spiritual office; at any rate has exposed him to the blame of not
being able to see who is fit. The Bishop is thus counted a dishonest trustee
to the parishioners and benefactors from whom the revenues are derived.

A bad appointment by a Bishop does infinitely more harm to the Church
than a bad appointment by a layman. Erom such appointments there is no
appeal except from Cassar to Caesar.

‘S. S. H.”says,4Patronage of the dignitaries is greatly reduced.” | expect
the patronage of the bishops has been increased since 1834 by 330 livings,
taken from the deans, prebendaries, and other clergy, and by 399 new livings.
As will be seen at pages 15 and 17 of my pamphlet.* Lucy Singleton.

Great Givendale, Pocklington.

Sir,—Will you kindly allow me to thank very heartily one of your sub-
scribers for sending me out Church Bells1 | noticed his or her initials in tlie
number which just reached me, and | was thereby reminded of my duty; so
thankfully acknowledge the kindness in this way. | need hardly say how
welcome such papers are to us who are, for the most part, removed from the
great centres of social and religious life, and need to be encouraged, as by
other means, so by the thought that others, though personally unknown to us,
yet think of and pray for us. The last issue of your Church Bells contained, 1
may say, the best account | have seen of our late lamented Bishop Eeild, with
whom it was my happiness to spend the first few months of my ministerial
life in a Newfoundland outpost, the winter before last, which proved to be the
last the good old Bishop spent in the country he loved so well. | shall be
glad to have the name and address of my benefactor.

Ferryland, Newfoundland, Avgust 5th, 1876. Arthur C. Waghorne.

Division of Lichfield Diocese.

Sir,—Mr. Egerton’s letter, giving copies of the resolutions of the Salopian-
Lichfield rural deans on this subject, only shows that these gentlemen have
incurred the same charge which my article had laid against their brethren in
Staffordshire—viz. that of looking at this important subject purely with a view
to local advantage, i.e. from a selfish point, rather than with the more Catholic
desire of doing that which will be most advantageous and just to the diocese
at large. Both tbe Staffordshire and the Salop rural deans care not how un-
manageable the diocese may be to which Derbyshire is to be attached, so that
they themselves may not suffer—or rather, may be benefited—thereby.

E. K. B.

Sir,—In answer to 4N. S. W.s " inquiry in Church Bells, Sept. 2nd, | beg
to forward the following address—Bev. YY. Gainsford, Seaman’s Bethel, Circular
Quay, Sydney, N.S.W. G. C. M.

4A Student for Holy Orders 5should ask those under whose direction
he is studying to recommend him a book. Perhaps Burton’s Church History
would give him what he wants.

If 1J. T. B.”will repeat his query, with name and address to which answers
can be sent direct, it shall be inserted.

Received also—H. Feilden; H. B. ; F. J. Candy, M.A.; Querist; Yigilans; Yerax.
* Some Statistics to Show the Necessityfor more Bishops and Cler?_y, especiaIlIByin the Province
ondon : B.

<f York. Colleeted and arranged by Lucy Singleton. Price 1*. M. Pickering,
196 Piccadilly, W.
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Ringing at Dundee, Scotland.

A few members of the Waterloo Society of Change-ringers paid a visit to
Dundee, Scotland, where, at St. Mary’s Church, on.Tuesday, the 22nd ult.,
they rang Mr. J. R. Haworth’s favourite touch of set changes, left by him for
the instruction of the Dundee Society. Conducted by Mr. W. Hill. After
which they rang several peals of six-score Grandsire Doubles and two com-
plete plain courses of Grandsire Triples. Conducted by Mr. W. Baron.—
Reported.

New Bell at Belaugh, Norfolk.

On Tuesday, September 5, a new tenor bell, in the key of A, weighing
about 6 cwt., was placed in tbe tower of the church of this parish. It was
cast by Messrs. Warner and Co., London, and was supplied and hung by
Messrs. Day and Son of Eye, Suffolk. At twelve o’clock tlie Sector of the
parish, assisted by the Rev. C. D. Smith, Sector of Shelfanger, held a short
Dedication Service. Psalm cxxii. was read, and a few prayers, found in
Church Bells of June 21, 1876, were offered.— Communicated.

N.B.—Tlie Service for tbe Dedication of Church Bells will he_found in many of our
columns. It is also appended to Ellacombe’s Sermon on the Voice of Church Beﬁs, pub-
lished by Masters, London; and Pollard, Exeter.

Ringers’ Strike, and what they got by it.

We are informed that tlie reason the bells at Bray Church have not been
heard the last few Sundays is that during the Vicar’s absence from home the
ringers suddenly struck. Upon this the Churchwardens gave Mr. E. Rogers
an order to fix a set of chiming hammers. This was done last week, and
they were used on Sunday for the first time. The hammers and gear are on
the Eev. H. T. Ellacombe’s principle, and are similar to those in use at
Cookham, hut with the addition of a small windlass, with a catch, by which
the lines or cords are all tightened at once and loosened again, as at Wor-
cester and elsewhere. The hells can thus be rung, if required, at a moment’s
notice, by simply lifting up the catch and allowing the roller to run itself
hack,—Local Paper.

Hand-bell Peals rung in Liverpool by the Union Society.
Bells retained in H and.

On Saturday, May 4th, 1856, was rang at the house of Mr. Bates, Boar's Head, Drury
Lane, Mr. Holt’s original one-part peal of Grandsire Triples, containing 5040 changes, in
2 hrs. 26 mills. Performers: —G. Crute, 1—2; J. Heron, jun., 3—4; G. Helsby, 5—6;
R. Williams, 7—8. Conducted by J. Heron, jun. Umpires W. Evans, J. Heron, sen.,
W. Thistlewood. Each had a copy of the peal, and is the first hand-bell performance in
this town.

On Sunday, Januarg_ 8th, 1865, was rang at the house of Mr. Elijah Roberts, Derby
Arms, Derby Street, Whitechapel, Mr. Holt’s ten-part peal ofGrandsire Triples, containing
5040 changes, in 2hrs. 5mins. Performers:—J. Meadows, 1—2; G. Crute, 3—4 ; W. Davis,
5—6; J. Aspiuall, 7—8. Conducted by G. Crute. Umpire :—Mr. E. Roberts.

On Sunday, January 17th, 1S66, was rang at the house of Mr. Robt. Holts, Old Porter
Butt, Sir Thomas’s Buildings, Whitechapel, a true peal of Kent Treble Bob Royal, con-
taming 6000 changes, iu 2hrs. 12 mins. Performers:—G. Crute, 1—2; J. Meadows, 3—4;
W. Davis, 5—6; G. Helsby, 7—S; J. Aspinall, 9—10. Composed and conducted by G.
Crute.

On March 15th, 1806, was rang at tile house of Mr. Robt. Holts, Old Porter Butt, Sir
Thomas's Buildings, Whitechapel, a true peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, containing 6120
changes, in 2hrs 9 mins. Performers:—G. Crute, 1—2; J. Meadows, 3—4; W. Davis,
5—67j. Aspinall, 7—S. Composed and conducted by G. Crute. These two Treble Bob
peals was rang in the presence of the Society’s members.

BELFRY RECORDS.

CHRIST CHURCH, COSELEY, STAFFORDSHIRE.
(Tablets in the Belfry.)

883. ravq onthe Bellsof Christ Church, July 23rd, 154S, 5024 Kent Treble Bob Major, in
3liouvs &6 minutes, being the first Peal on the new bells by Taylor of Oxford, with 5th &
6tli 24 times wrong & right. Composed & conducted by Sami. Marsh.

James Jarvis Treble. | Solomon Biddlestone, Fourt/u I 'Wm. Chattell, Seventh.
Charles Shaw, Second. Thomas Trawley, Fifth. Samuel Marsh, Tenor.
Samson Marsh, Third. | Wm. Anderson, Sixth. | Weightof Tenor 15cwt. in E.

SSI Rung at Christ Church, Novr. 1st, 1S52, 5000 Keut Treble Bob Royal, iu 3 hours

6i 10 mins. . .
Amos Creper, Treble. John Perks, Fourth. John Robinson, Eighth.
Thos. Perks, Second. Chas. Shaw, Fifth. Wm. Chattell, Ninth.
Chas. Bassett, Third. Joseph Spencer, Sixth. Henry Haywood, Tenor.

John Day, Seventh.
Composed by Mr. Thos” Day & conducted by John Day.
835. Novr. 3rd, 1856, 5088 Treble Bob Major iu 3 hours & 10>minutes.# .

John Perks, Treble. I Chas. Shaw, Fourth. John RobinsonSixth.
Chas. Bassett, Second. Solon. Biddlestone, Fifth. Amos. Creper, Seventh.
Samson Marsh, Third. | Wm. Chattell, Tenor.

Composed by Mr. Henry Johnson. Conducted by John Perks.
SS6. Rung Octr. 21st, 1862, 50SS changes of Stedman Caters, completed in 3 hours &

10 mins. . .
John Perks, Treble. Sami. Parker, Eighth.
VM. Woohall, Seco John Day, Smth.

‘é’h’ggl"\ég‘s’g‘&'ﬂ' ?‘?ﬁ?’&d John Hares, Sixth. Wm, Dewson, Tenor.
' Solon. Biddlestone, Serenth.
Composed by Mr. Henry Johnson and conducted by John Perks.

WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE. (Tablet in the Belfry.)
887. Rang March 19th, 1855, in 14 days after the opening of the Bells, east by Mears of
London, 5003 of Grandsire Caters, in 2 hours & 54 minutes, berng tne ~r~ P”v composed
& conducted by Samuel Marsh. Weight of tenor, 22 cwt. m E Lat, and considered a fine

Sami. Parkes, Eighth.
Samuel Marsh, Ninth.
Wm. Griffiths, Tenor.

John Bannister, Fourth.
James Lees, Fifth.

Samson Marsh, Fourth.
John Marsh, Fifth.
Thomas Foster, Sixth.
John Griffiths, Seventh.

Ring. .

mFréderick Beeson, Treble.
Wm. Brittain, Second.
Paul Cashmore, Third.

Received.— Robert Williams. J. R. Jerrum had better write to Spalding. .Charles
Iding. Young Cumberland. H. B. L. Vicar—Apply to Messrs. Warner for their AE C,
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

The New Bells for St. Paul’s, and Bell-hanging.

Sie—It seems that a great difference of opinion exists as to the best
way of planning a bell-eage in whieli a heavy ring of bells are to be placed.
The lighter rings are not of so much consequence. Having in my time hung
a few bells, and also been a practical ringer—in which | take great delight
—1 have consequently visited a great many belfries, the differences of which
are so great that I wish to address you a letter ou the subject.

The different boll-cages that have come under my notice are on three
different plans— (1) when the bells are swung parallel to one another,
N. and S.; (2) when they swing at right angles to one another, N. and S. and
some E. and AY.; and (3) when some of them swing diagonally. Assuming
that they are all well hung, and that the cage is well braced and properly
timbered, and that each bell, when pulled off by herself, shall * go * beautifully,
| wish it to be understood that these remarks are intended to apply only to
steeples where there is plenty of room for tbe bells on the same level; or, if
a ring of twelve, then when two or four of them are ‘hoisted.” Curiously to
say, that where a light ring of eight are crammed into a small tower they
generally ‘go " well.

Now', Sir, a cage constructed on plan 3 is, in my opinion, the best, and, by
its complex form, is also tlie most expensive. It is also one the least likely
to suggest itself to any one unacquainted with bell-ringing and bell-rope
practice, or building construction, in which frequently neither the clergy nor
the churchwardens have little or any knowledge. The ringers are scarcely, if
ever, consulted. The whole thing is therefore left in the hands of a liell-
lianger, who has perhaps contracted closely for the job, and will naturally
complete it on the easiest possible plan. A cage may be, and with success,
constructed on plan 2 if you please; but, Sir, never on plan 1; for, be the
bells ever so well hung, they can never ‘go’well in peal. The faults and
effects will be thus: The small bells will ‘drop down ’or “hang up,’ each once
br twice in a course, and thus become unmanageable, as follows: A small bell
isjust completing a revolution, and before she attains her equipoise she is
thrown back by the tenor and her next big sister going off’ almost simul-
taneously, which causes the small hell to ‘drop down,” and consequently to
strike before her time. The conductor sternly calls out, * Keep tho bells up !’
and the ringer naturally strengthens liis pull. This is one effect; and the
next is even more perplexing, as, with the ringer’s stronger pull, lie has more
weight to hold; and when those bells come together with severest effect the
small bell will be sent quite up, and the ringer off his feet, and so for a second
be suspended in the air. If a peal is rung upon bells in a cage constructed as
plan 1 this thing will go on through the whole 5000 or more changes, the result
being bad striking, and therefore not only a bad peal, but blistered hands and
sprained wrists—all got by ringing a small bell, which is afterwards again
pulled off by herself, and is found to go well. And so the fault of the bad
ringing is put on the shoulders of one who, hy chance, catches hold of the bell
that is most affected, as above stated; but the fault belongs to the bell-
banger. Such things should not be allowed; and the man who plans out a
hell-cage should do so only with the greatest care and attention, remembering
that on him the whole responsibility rests of making the ring a good or
bad-going one. ‘False bells,”too, as "they are called, are a great annoyance,
and sometimes an embarrassment, to ringers, and especially young ones, which
arc sometimes caused through the ‘clappers’ not being placed exactly in the
centre, and which is through the carelessness of the bell-founder.

There is also another point connected with bell-hanging—viz. the circle of
ropes in the belfry. Sometimes the ropes appear backwards, which bothers
young lingers very much; and often they are dropped down close to the wall
of the steeple. The ropes of small bells don’t so much matter, as they can be
led forward by a guide or a trunk; but such is a had plan for heavy bells,
as friction is caused, and therefore a stronger pull is required. Butin such
a ease something should be done; for, with a rope close to tha wall, the
ringer has no liberty, and if he rings the hell a peat will have almost double
the work, and consequently wants both strength and energy; and which he
will not he required to do if proper care and attention bad been paid to the
jo_b,I and the bells planned so as to bring tbe rope down in the proper place or
circle.

I would observe, also, that there are two ways of stocking bells, and which
I will call the uhl and the new—the old being when the bell is “hung out’of
her stock, and the new when she is ‘tucked up lin her stock. | imagine this
to he the case, and that the new was, by constant ringing practice, found
necessary for the proper handling of a heavy hell when being rung for any
length of time in the methods' of Stedman or Treble Bob. These are, | may
say, the methods receiving general practice, both in London and the country,
now and for many years past, and tbe work of which is all 1dodging.” And
old ringers go further than this, and say that ‘tucking up ’is a pointin bell-
lianging indispensable with heavy bells intended for half-pull ringing.

Having lately visited a tower in the southern suburbs of London, in which
there is an excellent ring of bells, and although they are well hung, they
exhibit nearly all the above imperfections, ancl which therefore makes ringing
there quite uncomfortable. We are all aware that to construct a frame on
plan 1is much the cheapest, which is also the case when a bell is hung out,
of her stock; but the object of saving a few pounds cannot be the reason of
reviving the old and, ringers think, the exploded theory.

We hope soon to hear more of the intended new ring for St. Paul’s, fearing
they should be set up on tlie above-cited plan, and consequently get classed
in the same category as Worcester (see Church Bells, May Oth, 187G), or share
the same fate as Exeter, which would be a lamentable failure. The bells of
tlie latter place, if | remember rightly, have never rung out a peal of half-pull
changes, although an attempt was made by some excellent London ringers a
few years ago. ~St. Paul’s bells should, if possible, excel all other rings; and
being so, exquisiteness of tone and perfection in hanging surpassing, if

Church Bells.
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possible, tbe rings of Norwich and that of St. Michael’s, Cornhill: the addition
would then be one well worthy the metropolis. Young Cumberland.

The Mitcham Society of Change-ringers.

On Monday, August 28th, 1870, through the kindness of the Vicar, church-
wardens, and other gentlemen of the parish, the Mitcham Society of Change-
ringers had their annual excursion. They met at the parish church at
0.30 a.m., and rang a touch of 501. They stopped at Ashstead, where they
rang several touches of Grandsire Triples. Their next place was Leathorhead,
Surrey, where they breakfasted, ancl afterwards rang some touches on those
ancient bells. From Leatherhead they passed on to Dorking and Ramnore
Common, where, through the kindness of tho Vicar, they had some good
ringing. From Ranmore they went to Kcigate to dine, and thence home,
greatly refreshed by their delightful excursion.— Contributed.

Muffled Peal at Appleton, Berks.

On Wednesday, the Oth inst.,, the mortal remains of the late Mr. Alfred
White of Besselsleigh, near Appleton, Berks—the veteran change-ringer and
church-bell hanger—were committed to the grave. As a tribute of respect to
bis memory, tbe ringers rang on the occasion a short touch of Stedmau’s
Caters, comprising 540 changes, with the bells lhuilled, some friends from
Oxford taking partin the ringing. Lingers :—F. Field, treble ; E. Holifleld,
2nd ; C. Hotmslow, 3rd; W. Bennett, 4tli; G. llolifield, 5th ; E. Harrison, Gth;
J. Avery, 7th; Bev. F. E. Bobinson, 8th; H. Woodwards, Oth; T. Bennett,
tenor. Conducted hy F. Field. Mr. White was 72 years of age. His death
occurred after a few hours’ iliness.—Reported.

Change-ringing at St. Bartholomew’s, Westhoughton,
Lancashire.

On Saturday, September Oth, the following mixed band of ringers rang at
tlie above church Mr. John’s Holts ten-part peal of GraaSsire Triples, con-
sisting of 5040 changes, which was conducted by Mr. Joseph Prescot, and
brought round in 2 hrs. 59 mins. The lingers were:—G. Grundy, treble;
E. Prescot, 2nd; J. Higson, 3rd; J. Vickers, 4th ; J. Brown, 5th; J. Prescot,
Oth; G. Higson, 7tli; H. Molyneux, tenor. Weight of tenor, 13 cwt. 1 qr.
14 Ibs. Key G.— Commmicated.

Date Touch.

On Saturday, September Oth, the following members of the Ancient
Society of College Youths rang at St. Mary’s, Walthamstow, Essex, a touch of
Grandsire Triples, comprising 1870 changes, in 1 hr. 0 mins..—W. Coakham,
treble; J. Barrs, 2nd; J. H. Wilkins, 3rd;.T. Maynard, 4th; H. Beeves, 5th;
B. French, Oth; A. Estall, 7th; W. Crockford, tenor. This touch, which
contains the twenty-four 0-7’, was composed and conducted by Harvey
Beeves Reported.

Change-ringing, Birmingham.

On Saturday, Sept. 9, the following persons met at Bishop Ryder’s Church,
Birmingham, and rang in 2 hrs. 58 mins. a peal of Grandsire Triples, con-
taining 5040 changes, the composition of Mr. T. Day. Tlie ringers were:—
AV. H. Summers, first peal, treble; T. Russam, 2nd; AV. Palmer, first peal,
3rd ; J. AYright, first peal, 4th ; H. Johnson, jun., 5th ; H. Bastable, Uth; S.
Jarman, 7th; AV. Bryant, tenor. Conducted by Air. H. Bastable.—Reported.

Sudden Death in a Belfry.

At Southmolton, Devon, on Saturday evening, the Oth inst,, as the bell-
ringers were ringing, as is tlieir custom at the close of the week, one of them,
named John Tucker, a mason, aged 4li years, dropped down dead with the
bell-rope in his hand.— Local Paper.

Hand-bell Ringing.

I n the records we have published of very clever hand-bell performances
we are sorry to notice that many of them took place on a Sunday, and at a
public-house. AVith the kindest feelings and good wishes, we would suggest
to the consideration of such performers liow far they add to their ownrespecta-
bility—especially if they be ringers of the church bells— by meeting at a
public-house for such entertainments, and, no doubt, for the amusement of
other guests who may happen to be present. It is not our intention—for the
present at least—to publish in our columns any modern touches on hand-
bells.—En.

The Guild of Devonshire Ringers.

A Meeting of the Committee was held at Plymouth on Sept, 5, 1870,
J. D. Pode, Esq., Vice-President, in the chair. The following resolutions,
among others, were agreed to: —

‘That the resolution of the Committee of 2ttli March, last to the effect that a General
Meeting of Members should be held in Congress week, be rescinded, aud tho question of
the proper time for such Meetin}g_be deferred for future consideration.” .

“That the question of a certificate of Membership be further postponed until the next
Committee Meeting, in the hope that other designs might bo submitted from which a

selection might be made.’
J. L. Langdon Fcl.fokd, Hon. Sec.

The Cox Testimonial Fund.

Sib,—By acknowledging the following subscriptions in favour of the above
Fund you will greatly oblige the Executive Committee :—
Already announced . . . . . .
F. A. P. Knipe, Esq., Chairman of the Testimonial
COM M LR oot 110
Mr. G. R. Banks, Ghurch-hell Hanger, Kensington
Lane, London . . . . 010 O
J. Graves, Esq., ARhitefriars Street, London 0 5 0
N.B.—By request, and in consequence of several unannounced outstanding
promises, the list of the above Testimonial Fund still remains open.
By order of the Executive Committee, Hy. DaiNS, Hon. Sec.

£21 0 0

Received also:— Country Ringer; £. J. Oram; w. Hubbard, jun.; George Shaw;
St. PHul’s (Moriey wanted); inquisition; J. Field; H. Hubbard; liublin College Youth.
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Machine for Chiming.

A cokkespondent has kindly sent us a copy of the Leeds Mercury, August
10th ult., in which is described a new machine invented by Mr. J. Shaw of
Mount Street, Leeds Load, Bradford, for chiming church bells. It appears
to be a very ingenious and compact affair, on the principle of the barrel-organ
and old chime-barrel. We congratulate Mr. Shaw on his having got the.
patronage of the Yicar and Churchwardens of Pontefract, where this machine
has been lately set up, and if they are satisfied the public need not trouble
themselves much about the matter, so far as relates to that particular place.
A chiming-machine may be all very well where people prefer machine-work to
manual labour, and where they have money to spend for things so costly, and
do not mind the constant source of trouble they are sure to be—to adjust
this screw and that screw, to make it all no; but do not let any suppose that
either ringing rounds or changes or chiming can be produced equal to what
is produced by the head and hand of man. It is a myth to suppose it. Any
person who studies ringing scientifically, and understands the science of
changes, will at once see how ridiculous it is to talk ofringing by machinery.
You might as well expect an automaton to enunciate a problem in Euclid.
No doubt sounds, even tunes, may be tamefully hammered out of bells by
machinery—witness the beautiful carillons of Belgium, and where such are
now introduced into this country, as at Worcester, &c. But all these are a
totally different thing from that full flow of almost living melody which, when
hells are rung by men with good ears and able hands, falls upon the ear
whilst they are swinging to and fro, and in that manner are made to fling out
all the mellowness of their multiform intonations. Ellacombe’ chiming
hammers, we have no hesitation in saying, are the simplest and cheapest
in the world: they are not a machine, neither do they affect to supersede
ringers or chimers, only where it is difficult to get the regular or daily
attendance of such persons. They are also available when otherwise the
hells might be silent—when any unhappy difference may unfortunately exist
between the parties concerned.— Ed

Peals Rung in Hand.

Sir,—On Saturday, September Oth, you published particulars of peals
rung in hand by the Liverpool Union Society. These peals have, | suppose,
been sent to supplement my account of such performances. As | fear that
your readers may think | have been negligent in not presenting them with
these peals in my list, | wish to state that, when | had the matter in hand, |
wrote (probably about a couple of years ago) to a Liverpool ringer, asking for
particulars of such peals, if any had been rung in that town. Receiving no
answer to my letter, I naturally concluded that there was nothing to com-
municate on the subject. | am glad, however, to see that such was not the
case, and that Liverpool has not been behindhand in this matter. | should
certainly have preferred to have had the peals in my list, as I might then
have made more extended observations concerning the time occupied in the
many different performances, as it will be seen that the Liverpool men rang
several of their peals at an enormously quicker rate than any of the perform-
ances | have recorded. Jasper W. Snowdon.

Illeley, Yorkshire.

Change-ringing at Great Waldingfield, Suffolk.

On Saturday, the Oth inst., the Glemsford Society of Change-ringers, with
permission of the authorities, made a trial of the bells, lately rehung by Mr.
E. W. Downs of Glemsford. The fourth bell has been recast by .Warner
and Sou. Weight of tenor, 14 cwt., in F sharp. The ringing consisted of
720 changes of Kent Treble Bob, by J. Slater, treble; C. Honeybell, 2nd;
C. Adams, 3rd; E. P. Adams,4th; S. Slater, 5th; G. Maxim, tenor. Touches
of Double Court Boh and Oxford Treble Bob were rung by other members
present, all being conducted by S. Slater.—Reported.

Visit of the Woodbridge (Suffolk) Change-ringers to London and
Greenwich;

On Monday, the 11th inst., the Change-ringers of Woodbridge visited
London, and had the pleasure of meeting several College Youths, with whom,
at St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green (thanks to Mr. Wood), they rang Stedman’s
Triples, Kent Treble Bob, Grandsire Triples, and" Bob Major. On Tuesday
they visited Greenwich, where, after viewing the Hospital, they rang (through
the kindness of Mr. Davis) Stedman's and Grandsire Triples at St. Alphege.
Mr. I. R. Hawortli was their guide. They returned on Tuesday afternoon,
well pleased with their visit. Names of the ringers:—T. Fosdike (conductor),
W. Meadows, G. Woods, W. Burch, M. Meadows, D. Baldin, Il. Burch, and
T. Ward.—Reported.

Muffled Peal at St. Bride’s, London, by the Royal
Cumberlands.

On Tuesday evening, the 32th inst., the undermentioned Scholars of this
Society paid a last mark of respect to the memory of the late Mr. Alfred
W hite, of Appleton, Berkshire, who died on September 4th, aged 74 years, by
ringing (for the Old Cumberlands, the deceased having been many years a
member) a muffled peal, consisting of the usual ‘whole pull and stand,’
followed by an excellent course of Treble Twelve in:—J. Cox, treble; C. T.
Hopkins, 2nd ; H. A. Hopkins, 3rd; R. Rose, 4th; E. Gibbs, 5th; J. Nelms,
Gth; H. Swain, 7th; H. Dains, 8tli; C. Harvey, 9th; G. Newson, 10th; W.
Hoverd, 11th ; W. Baron, tenor. Conducted by Mr. John Cox.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Farnham.
On Saturday, the 16th inst., the following company visited Farnham, and,
by permission of the Rector and Churchwardens, rang Mr. J. Holt’s original
esix-part peal of Grandsire Triples in 3 hrs. 19 mins. Conducted by Mr. S.

Church Bells.

Brooker. Weight of tenor, 22 cwt. FI. Hendon, treble; G. Miles, 2nd;
T. Gaiger, 3rd; G. Sayer, 4th; F. J. Hewett, 5th ; C. Boxall, Gth; S. Brooker,
7th ; R. Harden, assisted by J. Ball, tenor. It was many years since a peal
was rung at Farnham. A pleasant evening was spent to commemorate the
event. —Reported.

Change-ringing at St. George’s, Camberwell, Surrey.

On Monday, the 18th inst., the following members of the Royal Cumber-
land Society (late London Scholars) rang at the above church a true and
complete peal, 5008 changes, of Plain Boh Major, in 3 hrs. 2 mins.:—
G. Newson, treble; G. Harvey, 2nd; J. W. Cattle, 3rd; T. Cleed, 4th;
J. Barrett, 5th; E. Gibbs, Gth; J. Page, 7th; D. Stackwood, tenor. Com-
posed and conducted by Mr. G. Newson. This is supposed to he the first
peal in the method rung in London for upwards of fifty years.—Rported.

BELFRY RECORDS.

CHRIST CHURCH, WEST BROMWICH, STAFFORDSHIRE.
(Tablets in the Belfry.)

888. Aprtl 30th, 1848, on the Bells of Christ Church, a Peal of Kent Treble Bob Royal,
containing 5000 chan(};es, in 3 hours & 18 minutes, being the first Peal upon the Bells, cast
by Mears.” Weight of tenor, 23f cwte. in E flat, and considered by judges to be one of the
finest in the kingdom of the weight.

James Jarvis, Treble. harles Shaw, Fourth. Wm. Cliattcll, Eighth.
William Andrew, Second. Thomas Trawloy, Fifth. Wm. Kitson, Ninth.
Samson Marsh, Third. Thomas Day, Sixth. Samuel Marsh, Tenor.
Solon. Biddlestone, Seventh.
Composed and Conducted by Sami. Marsh.

889. On the 9th of Octr, 1848, a Peal of Grandsire Caters, 5003, in 3 hours & 3 mins.; the
first Peal of Caters on the Bells. Composed & conducted by Samuel Marsh.

Moses Duffield, Treble. Samson Marsh, Fourth. Samuel Parkes, Eighth.

Edward Marsli, Second. Edward Andrew, Fifth. Samuel Marsh, Ninth.

Simon Holyoake, Third. John Hares, Sixth. Pelham Dawson, Tenor.
Solon. Biddlestonc, Seventh.

890. At Christ Church, a 5040 of Grandsire Tripples, in 2 hours & 59 minutes, in 12 parts
5th the observation. Composed & conducted by Solomon Biddlestone. .
Edward Marsh, Treble. John Hares, Fourth. Sami. Parkes, Sixth.
Edward Andrew, Second. Solon. Biddlestone, Fifth. Sami. Marsh, Seventh.
Simon Hollyoak, Third. Pelham Dewson, Tenor.

891. On the 21st January, 1849, a Peal of Stedman Caters, 5001 Changes, in 8 hours &
6 minutes, being the first in this method rang in the County of Stafford. Composed &
conducted by Samuel Marsh. i
Samson Marsh, Treble. Wm. Chattell, Eighth.
James Jarvis, Second. Samuel Marsh, Ninth.
William Andrew, Third. P. Dewson, Tenor.

Thomas Trawley, Fourth.
John Day, Fifth.
Edwd. Andrew, Sixth.
Solon. Biddlestone, Seventh.
892. Mabch 15th, 1849, a Peal of Grandsire Caters. 5098 Changes, in 3 hours &3 minutes.
Composed by Lates of Binn, € conducted by Wm. Chattell.
Charles Bassett, Treble. Charles Shaw, Fourth. Sami. Park's, Eighth.
Samson Marsh, Second. John Hares, Fifth. Sami. March, Ninth.
Solon. Biddlestone, Third. Jehu Day, Sixth. P. Dewson, Tenor.
Wm. Chattell, Seventh.
893. Sept. 10th, 1549, 5040 Grandsire Tripples, in 2 hours 50 minutes, in 12 parts,
3rd the observation. Composed & conducted by Solomon Biddlestone.
Thomas Duffield, Treble. I John Hares, Fourth. f Sami. Parkes, Sixth.
Charles Bassett, Second. Samson Marsh, Fifth. Samuel Marsh, Seventh.
S. Biddlestone, Third. | | P- Dewson, Tenor.
894. On Novr. 21st, 1849, 5075 Grandsire Caters, in 2 hours & 57 minnt's.
by Samuel Marsh, conducted by Solomon Biddlestone.
Thomas Duffield, Treble. "John Marsh, Fourth.
James Lees, Second. Samson Marshz Fifth.
Charles Bassett, Third. John Hares, Sixth.
Soln. Biddlestone, Seventh.
895. May 10th, 1852, Rang on the Bells of Christ Church, 50S2 Changes of Grandsire
Cinques, in’'8 hours & 14 mins., being the fiist Peal after augmentation to Twelve, and are
the lightest Peal of the number Church Bells in the Kingdom. The Band :—
Bamson Marsh, Treble. Chas. Bassett, Fifth. John Marsh, Ninth.
Wm. Chattell, Second. John Day, Sixth. Sami. Pavkes, Tenth.
John Perks, Third. James Leées, Seventh. Samuel Marsh, Eleventh.
Wm. Gough, Fourth. John Hares, Eighth. John Holloway, Tenor.
Composed & conducted by Samuel Marsh. “The two Bells Trebles were added as a tri-
bute of respect ta- the Rev. Wm. Gordon on his retiring from the Incumbency, which he
had held for 24 years, he having taken much interest in the Bells.
896. Rang on Easter Monday, 2Sth April, 1S53, a Peal of Kent Treble Bob Maximus,
containing 5136 changes, in 3 hours & 21 minutes, being the first Peal of Maximus upon

the Bells. The Band:— i . .
Wm. Andrew, Treble. Chas. Bassett, Fifth, Solon. Biddlestone, Ninth,
Wm. Chattell, Second. John Day, Sixth. John Robinson, Tenth.
Robt. Yates, Third. Charles Shaw, Seventh. John Brain, Eleventh.
John Bannister, Fourth, Robt. Wright, Eighth. Samuel Marsh, Tenor.

Composed & conducted by Samuel Marsh.

ST. MARY’'S, DUNDEE. (Tablet in the Belfry.)

897. In Commemoration of the Opening of the Peal of Eight Bells in St. Mary’s Tower,
by the Ancient Society of College Youths, London, established 1G3i.—On Wednesday, May
21st, 1873, Eight Members of the above Compang/ ascended the Tower and rung Mr. Holt’s
ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples, containing 5040 Changes, in three hours seven minutes,
beir_\l_gthe first peal ever rung in Scotland. Performers:—
W Tanner Treble. jJ.R.Haworth,Third. | W. Jones, Fifth.
W. Cooter, Second. | G. Muskett, Fourth. ] G. Perris, Sixth.

Conducted by Mr. Wood.
Signed  James Cox, Provost of Dundee,
William Hay, Town Clerk.
John Leng, on behalf of the Donors.
This Tablet is Erected by the Dundee Society of Bell Ringers, consisting of Ringers in
St. Mary’s Tower.

SPALDING, LINCOLNSHIRE. (Tablets in the Belfry.)
S9S. Fed. 23rd, 1804, was nmg 5010 Plain and Treble Bob Changesin 2 hrs. 57. mins.

Composed

Sami. Pavkes, Eighth.
Sami. Marsh, Ninth.
John Holloway, Tenor.

I M. A. Mood, Seventh.
| W. Grecenloaf, Tenor.

38 sengHer. I D. Page. 1 W sawyer, }L 5 8 gkt
J. Robinson. F. Woolley. J J. Cope. 1868.
899. S. Tovnton. 1 J. Cheney. ] R. Creasy.

J S. Wright. J- Burrows. 1 T. Dalton. _
Rang on the bells'in Spalding Church, £040 Plain Bob and College Single Changes, in 3 hours
and 10 minutes, Feb. 3rd, 1870.

Received also
and address.

Lancashire Vicar’ will he; r direct when we cau decipher his name
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And after all, though Congresses and Convocation may talk over this lack
of candidates, humanly speaking the whole thing lies in a nutshell, and it is
the lack of decent remuneration which prevents men entering the profession.

Now, Sir, | believe if this ancient order of Sub-deacons were brought into
use, it would go a great way towards solving this question, if the Bishops
would license men engaged in business, &c., fitted for the office, to do all that
a deacon now does. (I hardly think they should be allowed to administer the
Sacraments, though the Bishops might go further than | do.) Of course they
should he unpaid, and would be most useful in churches where daily Matins
and Evensong are said, for they could take that off the shoulders of the
Incumbent; and in churches where, from want of a curate, these are not
said, we might have these services taken by a Sub-deacon, with the occasional
help of the Vicar. These men would be useful in extra services, e.g. funerals,
churchings, &c. ; then, where several curates are kept, one or two less would
do. | hope it will not be thought that | want to put this order on a par
with our regular ordained clergy; hut in the present difficulty what is to
be done?

Who can blame a young man of nineteen choosing some profession or
business where he gets a fair income, rather than taking Orders, where his
chances are so few and far between (unless he he a man of good connexions,
then he will have plenty of private means) ? and, as ‘* M. A.” says, curates lare
only mortal men after all.”

I hope “J. F." will continue his articles.
| do not see that they can do aDy harm. Heney Weight, jun., Lay Reader.

Sir,—Permit a voice to be raised in protest against *M. A.’s’ ‘protest.” |
vould ask, Which is the more important, to nourish the bodies of some
thousands of clergy or the souls of many millions of people? Are all the
masses of the population in our large towns to be left in a state of spiritual
starvation because their pastors (if they had them) would by their mere
numbers tend to reduce stipends and lessen the chances of preferment ? Not
a very Apostolic position to take up, surely. What would St. Paul say to such
reasoning? It strikes me that the more our ranks are recruited in the
manner so emphatically condemned by ‘M .A . 'the sooner we shall have a
large body of self-denying clergy in the Church, who, so far from making
‘the Establishment a laughing-stock,” will rather show to the outer world
that its ministers are really doing what they profess to do; namely, living for
another world rather than for this.

No doubt there is much that wants reforming in the matter of Church
preferment, but that seems no reason why the supply of sadly-needed
labourers in the harvest should be stopped.

With regard to curates’ stipends diminishing, experience so far does not
warrant the fear; there has heen a constant and steady rise rather than a
fall up to the present.

The Gospel we read in church last Sunday gives the best counsel to any
one who, like myself, is A Cubate without pkosi%ct Of Preferment.

I find them very interesting, and

Prisoners’ Aid Society.

Sir,—In last week's number of your publication, in an article headed
1The Royal Society for the Assistance of Discharged Prisoners,” there is a
statement that the Birmingham Discharged Prisoners’Aid Society, established
in 1857, was the very first Society of its kind ever known in England. In
justice to the memory of those excellent and benevolent men, magistrates of
this county and others, who founded, and to those who have since supported,
the 1Surrey Society for the Employment and Reformation of Discharged
Prisoners,’it should he known that that Society was established in 1821, and
that though a few years subsequently it languished, it was revived in 1839 ;
ever since which time it has been working, it is hoped, by the blessing of God,
for the benefit of thousands who have come within the scope of its operations.
To help it to continue so to work, may | express a hope that some
of your readers will become subscribers, and thus help the Society in what
may now be termed its advanced age ? The Hon. Sec.

PTovse of Correction, Wandsworth, S<W.

Silt,—Can any of your readers inform me briefly, through your columns,
as to the law respecting Sunday trading? | live in a suburb of London, and
it is a great annoyance, as well as repugnant to one’s feelings, to hear walnuts,
fish, and other commodities, hawked about the street from morn till eve.
Sometimes the cries commingle with the piiest’s voice during Divine service,
and, | need hardly say, then become painful in the extreme. What | want to
know is, if any private individual can threaten the vendors with a summons
unless they move off or desist from their noisy ancl, as | believe, illegal
traffic ? Rus in Urbe.

A clergyman's son wishes to know if there is any Society (wearing a
cheap uniform) which lie could join, in order to lessen his expenses for
charitable purposes ? He lives at home. A. G.

[We believe there is no Society for men which adopts a special dress for
its members. “A. G.”must exercise his own moral courage in adopting such
a style of dress as will enable him to husband his means for the laudable
purpose at which he aims.—E d.]

Sir,—The Sunday-School Institute, 34 New Bridge Street, Blackfriars, has
published a course of lessons on the Catechism, and also one, | believe,on the
Collects, which would prove, no doubt, very useful to the Sunday-school
teacher whose inquiry | saw in your issue of Sept. 10. | do not know exactly
the price, but they are very inexpensive. R.

Sie,— Can you, or any of your readers, tell me who were the bishops that
consecrated the present Bishop of Winchester, Dr. Browne ? A Priest.

Esquired simple rules for Window Flower Show. Will any one kindly
send such to Deaconess A. Newton, 144 Old Ford Road, Victoria Park, E. ?

Recelved also—w . Elliott; E, F, Gardner;

Alan Brodrick;
C. ; and others.

M. A,; M. Terry; dJ.;
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Change-ringing in Ireland.
Tiie art of Change-ringing is slowly progressing in Ireland. Already a
Society of ChaDge-ringers exists in Waterford, and a similar Society—*St.

Patrick’s Amateur Society of Change-ringers —has now been established in

Dublin.  The first public meeting was held in the Grammar-school of
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, on the 23rd; the Rev. Alfred T. Harvey, M.A,
President, in the chair. It was announced that the Cathedral authorities

had kindly granted the use of their belfry for the purposes of the Society.
The firstringing-out in connexion with the Society took place on St. Patrick’s
Day, and they first rang for service on the 14th of May.

Yorkshire Association of Change-ringers.

The annual general meeting of this Society will be held on Saturday,
October 7th, at Lowmoor, near Bradford, when the Committee will present
their Report and the officers for the ensuing year will be appointed. Each
member will be presented with a printed Report of the doings of the Society
during the past year, the copies of which will be ready for distribution to
members at tlie Lowmoor gathering. We have been favoured with proof-
sheets of this Report, which contains a short sketch of the formation of the
Society, a list of the officers, the rules, a briefaccount of the meetings held
during the year, with the business transacted thereat, a full list of members'
names, the reports of the Committee and Treasurer, and the performances of
the Association, when full particulars of each peal is given. These details
include all the performers’names and the calling of each peal. In the list of
members, the number of peals in which any member has rung is figured
opposite his name. From this it appears that the President of the Association
—Mr. Jasper W. Snowdon of Ilkley—upholds his office by recording the
greatest number; having, from November lath to February 21st, rung in 15
out of the Society’s 20 peals: Mr. H. Hubbard, jun., being next, with 14.
The working of the Society is explained in the Report of the Committee.

Opening of New Bells at SS. Philip and James,
lifracombe.

Thnis new ring is from the foundry of Messrs. Llewellin and James, of
Bristol. The tenor weighs 12 cwt. and is in G. The bell-hanger is Mr. York,
of the same city. The opening of this ring, on Thursday, 21st September,
was intrusted by tbe Yicar and Churchwardens to the Guild of Devonshire
Ringers. At about seven o’clock in the morning the following members—
C.A.W. Troyte, Esq. (Huntsham Court), President; Lieut. Troyte (Huntsham
Court); Rev. R. Troyte (Porlock); Messrs. T. Norrish, H. Paine, A. S. Davey,
and W. Chilcot (Huntsham)—commenced their work by ringing two touches
of Grandsire Doubles and one course of Kent Treble Bob ; each of these con-
sisted of 120 changes, and occupied 5 mins. in ringing. They then started
for a peal of 720 Kent Treble Bob, which they completed in 27 mins. After
this they again rang touches of 120 Grandsire Doubles and Kent Treble Bob.
Later on in the morning the same hand rang four touches—120 in each—of
Stedman’s Doubles. This was again followed by several touches of Grand-
sire Doubles.

Divine service was held in the church at noon, and a most appropriate
sermon was preached by the Rev. H. Glover, Vicar of Addiscombe—taking
his text from the 10th chapter of Numbers, 7th and 10th verses, speaking of
the silver trumpets of old. After the service tlie same hand, with Mr. York
and Mr. W. B. Fulford of Exeter, Treasurer of the Guild of Devonshire
Ringers, again rang several touches of Grandsire Doubles. Lunch was then
provided in the schoolroom for the ringers by the Vicar and Churchwardens.
At five oclock several bands of ringers from the neighbourhood rang some
good Ups, Rounds, and Downs. This, we believe, is the first time that the
inhabitants of Ilfracombe have had the opportunity of hearing good scientific
change-ringing ; and one good result arising from the visit of the members
of the Devonshire Guild to this town ought to he, that those who have a taste
for ringing should adopt the stndy and practice of the science of change-
ringing.— Local Paper.

Lancashire Association of Change-ringers.

On Saturday, the 10th inst.., the members of the above Association held
their meeting at Bolton, and by permission of the Vicar of the parish the hells
were at the disposal ofthe ringers. Some good ringing was done, including
a peal of plain Bob Minor, consisting of 720 changes, by the following
members:—H. AY. Jackson, treble; W. Bowling, 2nd; G. Higson, 3rd; R.
AVatmough, 4th; J. Higson, 5th; J. Harper, tenor. Conducted by H. AY.
Jackson.—Reported.

The Cox Testimonial Fund.

Sip.,— | beg to acknowledge the receipt of the following subscriptions in
favour of the above fund (the cash being duly to band);—
Already announced . m A22 17 6
Royal Hand-bell ngers (Poland Street London),
per Mr. Duncan S. Miller, Conductor . .15 0
Society of Change-ringers, Saffron AValden, per Mr.
N.J P ItSTO W e 0 10 6
Messrs. Kilby and Jackman, Ringers, of ARillesden,
L ONdonN s 0 10 O
Mr. T. Fosdike, AVoodbridge, Suffolk, per Mr. J. R.
Haworth 0 2 6

Hy. Dains, Son. Sec.

innovation. W. H. Howard,—
R. Small.—We have r}o _lr_erIre

Received also.—J. Forward.—\We are against an
Modern hand-bell ringing for the present deferred.
John Hotton.—Our columns are not yet open to bell poetry. B, C. A.At.;
Jno. W.: R.F, T.; and others.
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added in those where anthems are used. Surely they a’ea part of our 4praise,’
and need not he very bulky. Hymnals containing 1000 hymns are more bulky
than my proposed book of 400 or 500 hymns, with, say, 100 anthems and
SO rhythmical litanies, would be.

8. Rhythmical litanies of good quality are difficultto find. But, by omitting
about one third of the poorest verses, it is not so very hard to secure a good
selection; and as most of these litanies are too long, the omission of one third
of the verses improves them in this particular also.

4. Our question does not concern the past, but the future. But | have
said nothing to justify tlie observation which suggests that | have spoken of
the great variety of hymn-books as ean unmixed evil.” All | say is, that it is
time that the Church possessed one book of common praise, and, remembering
how new hymns are occasionally written which one and another desires to use,
and how in some places a very few peculiar hymns must not be discarded, |
propose a plan which meets both of these very great difficulties. The Hymnal
mustin the first instance possess almost all hymns likely to be used by any
party within the Church, and from which each party will select what they
choose foruse. The spare sheets provide the remedy for the other difficulties.
| once prepared some material for a 4Book of Common Praise,”many (eighteen
or twenty) years ago, but the copyright obstacle was so great that | put my
MS. in the fire. | wish Mr. Thring all possible success (as far as he goes).

G.Y.

Sie,—*“G. Y.’s’suggestion of indexing the first line of every verse would
make the index unnecessarily bulky. | should like to point out to Mr. Thring,
however, the great convenience it would be if one line of the refrain or chorus
that ends every verse of so many hymns were entered in the index—in
italics, say, for distinction’s sake. To show how helpful this would be, I will
take an instance. | want to find, say, the well-known hymn of which each
verse ends with the words 4Thy will be done.” If those words were entered
in italics in the index, | could find the hymn at once. As itis, | must waste
much time, if 1 do not happen to be able to recall the first line of the hymn.
This is a small matter, perhaps, but little things are worth attending to.

W. A. Wall.
A Home for Inebriates.

Sie,—Allow me to request the sympathy of your readers for a Charity
which, by God’s help, will do a deal of good. A lady greatly interested in
Temperance work has, at her own expense, started and, till now, keptaHome
for Female Inebriates, with a view to reclaim them from their vice, and restore
peace and happiness in many a home now blighted by the curse of drink.
The Home was originally intended only for those able to pay the cost of their
keep; but the large number of applications for admission on behalf of the
poorer class proved that, should this Home be a real blessing, only a small
charge could be made. This is now done, and consequently the expenditure
is larger than the means at command; so that funds are urgently needed.
Bet me earnestly entreat all of your readers who take an interest in their
fellow-creatures to support this work of love, by forwarding subscriptions and
donations, or lei't-off female wearing apparel, to the Lady Superintendent atthe
Home, St. James’s House, Ebenezer Terrace, Kennington Park, London,
S.E., who will acknowledge all remittances, and answer every inquiry. The
Home is open for inspection daily from 10 to 12 and 2 to 4.

CIIABLEs Ziebenbeeg, Hon. Sec.

[Among the members of the Committee of Reference we observe the
names of Rev.W.J. M. Ellison, New Wandsworth; G.H. E. Nye, Esq., Brixton;
and Captain Codd, Governor of the Clerkenwell House of Detention.—E d.]

1Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas?’

Sib,—In your advertising columns of last week | notice what appears to
me a somewhat novel feature. One reverend gentleman invites applications
from candidates to fill a vacant curacy, stipulating that their ‘views "are to be
those of 4the Rev. W. Walsham How.” Another gentleman advertises for a
title for the Lent Ordination, professing to take a special interest in Sunday
schools. His 4views ’ are avowedly those 4of Wilkinson and Maclagan.” Now
Messrs. How and Wilkinson and Maclagan are all eminent and respected
ministers of the Church of England ; but, considering how many others there
are equally eminent and equally respectable, may not the adoption of the
peculiar 4views' of each be possibly carried to an inconvenient extent? and
might it not be preferable for their juniors in the priesthood to confine
themselves to following the 4views’ of the Apostle Paul, bearing in mind his
recorded disapproval of idol-worship ? A Pedestrian.

Bishop Harold Browne.

Sir,—From Church Bells, Oct. 21, 1871, 4A Priest’ will find that Dr.
Harold Browne, Bishop of Winchester, was consecrated Bishop of Ely on
Easter Monday, 1864, in Westminster Abbey, by the Archbishop of Canter-
bury, assisted by the Bishops of St. David’s and Worcester. Dr. Longley was
Archbishop of Canterbury at that time, Dr. Thirlwall of St. David’, and the
present Bishop, Bishop of Worcester. W. A. W.

LE 11a’—There are Training Colleges for Mistresses at Brighton, Bristol,
Chelsea, Chichester, Derby, Durham, Hockerill, Lincoln, Norwich, Oxford,
jEtipon, Salisbury, Truro, Warrington. A letter to the Principal or Secretary
of the National Training College for Mistresses, at either of these places,
would elicit any further information required.

4E Ila *wishes to know the addresses of two Missionaries who would be
glad to receive Church Bells after home use.

‘M ,’is informed that Church Bells is registered for transmission abroad.
—Ed.

Note.—We have to thank several correspondents for interesting letters,
the publication of which we are obliged, from lack of space, to defer.

Received also.—A. P. S. Il.; A Layman; A London Clergyman; M. A.; Henry
Wright, jun.; B.A.; J. N, ; VincentJ. Ryan; C. A.

Church Bells.
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The First (true) Peal of Stedman’s Caters.
Sir.,—As it nftty be interesting to some, and also in justice to one of the

231450780

342017589 1*
478032651 4
792543816 6
516897342 1
365741928 Course end

510892374 10
365271948 Course end

516894327 1
239681754 B
361524978 Course end
230684715
304125978 Course end
239085741 ¥
365421978 Course end
478963125 4
359681724 B
561234978 1stpart end

These six courses
twice repeated,* the 1st

The Peal.
621345078

378926541 4
706432815 G
629581743
251463978 Course end

629583714
253104978 Course end

629584731 6
254361978 Course end

378952104 4
249581703 B
451023978 Part end

These four courses
repeated produce the
1stpart ofthe peal, viz.

231456978

342619578 1
231456897
This course end is
the 2nd part end of

last century ivho has assisted in laying the foundation for further improve-
ments of composition in this science in the present, | have, Sir, with your
kind permission, sent for insertion tlie first (true) peal of Stedman’s Caters
ever composed and rung.

J ohn 'Cox.

231456897

342018397 ***
489732051 4
872543916 6
237691854 16
361524789 Course end

237694815 16
304125789 Coilrse end

237095841
365421789 Course end

489703125 4
357691824 1
561234789 Part end

These four courses
four times repeated,
**the 1st hob, excepted,
produce

231456789
5076. Ciaris.

bob, excepted, produce M€ Peal

621345978.

This peal was rung by the Ancient Society of College Youths at St. John’s,
Horsleydown, on Monday, 28th May, 1787.

The New Clock, Chimes, and Carillons at St. Mark’, Oldham.

The new clock and carillons which have bean fixed in the tower of St.
Mark’s Church, Glodwick, were finally started a few days ago, the whole work
having been carried out by Messrs. Gillett and Bland, of the Steam-clock
Factory, Croydon, London. The clock strikes the hours upon a bell of about
8 cwt., and chimes the celebrated St. Mary’s of Cambridge, chimes every
quarter of an hour on four other bells, and shows the time upon four 4 ft. 8in.
skeleton iron dials, glazed with opal glass forillumination.

The carillon machine is made on Gillett and Bland’s new and patented
system, similar to that they have put up at Worcester Cathedrdl, Greenfield
Church, Bradford and Rochdale Town Halls, and many other places. The
machine also has a barrel pricked with changes similar to ringing a peal,
which is used for the sendees on Sunday — Local Paper.

Rehanging of Bells at Dunster, Somersetshire.

The fine ring of eight bells, tenor 21 cwt. in E flat, has been rehung by
Messrs. Warner and Sons of London, who supplied a new treble in the place
of the original bell, which was cracked. By the kindness of C. A. W. Troyte,
Esq., the Huntsham band of change-ringers were in attendance on the 13th
ult., and rang several touches of triples, The gong apparatus lately introduced
by Mr. E. Seage of Exeter, has been fixed in the belfry, and is found to be of
the greatest service. A description of the appliance, by which the bells may
be rung at any time, with lashed clapper, without causing annoyance to those
in the neighbourhood, appeared in Church Bells a few weeks ago.—Reported.

Change-ringing in Bethnal Green.

On Friday, 15th ult. a peal' of Kent Treble Bob Major, containing 5050
changes, was rung at St. Matthew’s, in 3 hrs. 9 mins., hy the following mem-
bers of the St. James’s Society:—J, Cox, treble; W.Jones, 2nd ; M. A. Wood,
3rd; S. Reeves, 4th ; W. Collings, 5th; E. Horrex, 6th ; F. Bate, 7th; J. M.
Hayes, tenor. Composed by J. Cox; conducted by J. M. Hayes.—Beportsd.

Muffled Peal at Ashtead, Surrey.

On the 21st ult. a Muffled Touch, comprising 1260 changes of Stedman’s
Triples, was rung at the parish church, Ashtead, as a tribute of respect to the
late Mr. John Page of Ashtead. Deceased, who was in his ninetieth year, was
parish clerk 33 years. The touch was conducted by G. Sayer, and rung by
the following :— G. Sayer, treble; C. Boxall, 2nd; J. Wyatt, 3rd; G. Miles, 4th ;
T. Miles, jun., 5th; R. Harden, 6th; S. Brooker, 7th; W. Arthur, tenor.
Weight of tenor, 14 cwt. Key F.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Burton-upon-Trent.

On Saturday, September 23rd, the Christ Church Society of Change-ringers,
of West Bromwich, rang at St. Paul’s, in 1 hr. 10 mins., a peal of Reversed
Grandsire Triples, comprising 1876, the date of the present year. The lingers
were—H. Hipkiss, treble; J. Russell, 2nd; W. Mallin, 3rd; W. Woodhall,4th;
T. Horton, 5th; W. Beesson, Oth; S. Biddlestone, 7th; T. William, tenor.
Weight of tenor, 25 cwt. 3 qgrs. 21 Ibs. Composed and conducted by S.
Biddlestone.—Reported.

[Date touches have also been rung at Bingley, Yorkshire, in the Kent
Treble Bob Major Method, on 19th ult,; and on the 21st, at St. John’s, Brad-
ford, by tlie Bingley Ringers.—Ed.]

Received also.— *Campanula’lias not sent her address : we advise lier to write to the
Rector, enclosing a stamped envelope. ‘Bob Major.”—Not sent address. 17. R. Small.
James Shaw. R. Eiwell, with thanks. Runcorn.
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enecl diaconate of this hind would, for various reasons, he useful to a young
man, and the licence for preaching might still he withheld, at the Bishop's
discretion, until lie was 23, if desirable so to do.

2. Let the Bishops and leaders in the Church consider (what has
many years heen urged) the desirability of ordaining men as Deacons for life
who have not been to the Universities, and thereby allowing godly laymen,
who have received a good education, to aid in the ministrations of the Church,
under Episcopal authority. The licence to preach in the Church could he
withheld until satisfactory evidence was given of their fitness to do so.
Many an earnest layman, occupying a good position in society, would gladly
offer his services as areader in the Church, and a helper in parish work, if
he could only work under Episcopal authority; and a vast amount of interest,
money, and influence, would at once he drawn out and devoted to the interests
of religion and the Church, which is now more or less dormant; and many a
hard-working incumbent (unable to pay a curate’s stipend) would get help.

It may he said, Increase the curates’stipends ; hut this is a difficulty which
the means of the clergy can seldom meet, and it may he doubted if in this
age of trade and commerce (when so many means of living present them-
selves) it would meet the dearth of clergy that is now being felt.

An I ncumbent.

Sir —Will you allow me, a curate, to thank an ‘Underpaid Vicar’for his
letter on this subject in your issue of last week ? | fully endorse his view of
the case, and hold that holy Orders should not be regarded as a profession
by which to gain a livelihood, but as a vocation in which to serve God.
Candidates for holy Orders should not expect to get a good income, so as to
enable them to marry and enjoy all the comforts of home life, but should be
prepared to sacrifice all this for the sake of the Master Whom they serve, ancl
of the work in which they are engaged. At least such is the opinion of

A Curate oe Eioht Years’ Standing.

Hymn-books.

Sir,—Will you allow me to recommend to any brother-clergyman who
wishes to secure a thoroughly good hymn-book the Church Hymnal, compiled
by the Committee of the Irish Church Synod appointed for tbe purpose? 1
introduced it in my own parish last April, ancl like it better and better every
week. 1 had heen hesitating for a long time between Bickersteth’s Hymnal
Companion and Church Hymns, when | came across this one quite accidentally.
| have paid considerable attention to hymn-books for the last five or six years,
and have no hesitation in giving my vote for the Irish Church Hymnal. It
contains nearly all the best hymns of Hymns A. &M., as well as of other
collections, whilst there are, comparatively speaking, very few special hymns
which can only he used once a-year. The music, on the whole, is also very
good, and admirers of the late Dr. Dykes will find in this collection a very
large number of that talented gentleman's compositions. | do not wish to
occupy your space, or | would give you other advantages which this hymn-
book appears to possess. Vincent J. Ryan.

Christ Church Vicarage, Bradford.

Ownership of School-buildings.

Sir,—I am the owner of the building which has been used for the last
twenty years as our National School, for the use of which | charge a rental.
Our school is now aboutto pass into the hands of a Board. Gan I, as a
member of tbat Board, still retain possession of that building and receive a
rental ? 1 know that several of my clerical brethren are similarly circum-
stanced, and | should be thankful if any one would correspond with me,
direct or through your columns, upon this subject. W. D.

[We will forward any stamped letters to our correspondent.—Ed.]

Dissolution of Useless School Boards.

Sir,—The case of the School Board for Milton-next-Sittingbourne shows
the want of some such power as is provided in Lord Sandon’s Education Bill
for dissolving School Boards. Although this Board has heen in existence
several months, nothing has heen done beyond electing a chairman and clerk,
making a rate, and framing bye-laws for enforcing attendance. The by,e-laws
received the assent of the Crown in Council several weeks ago, yet tlie Board
declines to do anything to compel the waifs and strays ‘to come in,” although
they are a very numerous class. The reason given is, thatitwould beopposed
to the spirit of the Education Act to compel children to attend the Church-of-
England Denominational Schools (which afford ample accommodation) ; ancl
the Board are evidently piqued that the managers refuse (very properly, your
readers will say) to give up the control. Rather than fill the existing schools,
the School Board would see scores of children running about the streets, ancl,
ostensibly, all because they have ‘conscientious scruples’ about compelling
wastrel children to attend schools in which the conscience clause is strictly
and religiously observed. Viator,

Greek Hymnology.

Sir,—As no one seems to have given any information about the Greek
version of the hymn beginning ‘ The day is past and over,” would you allow
me to put the same question in a rather different form ? Gan any one tell me
where “‘the books in which Greek Hymnology is to be found * can be obtained?

Dr. Neale (in his introduction to Ilymns of the Eastern Church) says: ‘These
hooks consist principally of 16 vols..—
(«) Twelve of the Mensea, which would answer, in Western ritual, to the

Breviary, minus the ferial offices.

(fi) The Paracletdae, or Great (luoeclius, in 8 parts.

(y) The Triodion : the Lent volume.

(?) The Pentecostarion—more properly the Pentecostarion Charmosynon
—the office for Eastertide.

I presume these Greek offioe-books are not printed in England. Any
information as to where, they can he purchased will he welcomed. Arc they,
or any part of them, used in the services ofthe Greek Church in England ?

A, S. D.

Church Bells.
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sir,—Can you inform me of any Chureh-of-England Institutes where
Nurses are trained and sent out, on application, to different parishes to tend
the sick? L.

for Sir,— Can any of your readers inform a regular subscriber of the titles,

prices, and publishers of papers containing most trustworthy Church news
of India, South Africa, and United States ? P. M.

‘C. A’—The words to which you refer in 1 St. John, v. 7, are supposed to
he referred to by Tertullian (end of 2nd century). Cyprian (3rd century),
Phcebodius (4th century), are clearly cited by Vigilius (5th century), Ful-
gentius (Otli century), and later writers; hut they are omitted, Alford informs
us, in all Greek MSS. previous to the beginning of the 10th century, hy all
the Greek Bathers, hy all the ancient versions, and by many Latin Fathers,

Inreply to “A. S —We do not think that any bishop would make your
physical infirmity a barrier against ordination, as even blind men have been,
ordained.—Ed.

Received ALSO.-aJohn Ashton; Ed. SEC.', and-others.
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Church-bell Foundry in Devonshire.

Messrs. Abbott and Co., of Bideford, have started a bell-foundry, and on
Thursday, 28th ult., they cast two new trebles to add to the ring of six now
belonging to the parish church. The event was interesting on account
of its being the first ring of church bells that the above firm have had to
manipulate. In order that the work should be carried out in.aproper manner,
an extensive bell-foundry has heen erected at considerable expense, and a
great amount of forethought exhibited in fitting it up with all appliances
necessary for not only casting large church bells, hut constructing the neces-
sary apparatus for hanging them in a scientific manner. Messrs. Abbott and
Co. have undertaken, besides the above, to construct a framework of well-
seasoned English oak, with all necessary tie-bolts and stays. The two new
hells have been successfully cast, and are considered by competent judges to
he very near to perfection, forming a very good ‘splice;” and all the more
creditable to the founders inasmuch as the old bells were cast in 1792, by the
famous bell-founder, Abraham Rudhalls, of Gloucester— Local Paper.

Opening of Bells at St. Mary’s, Walthamstow, Essex.

On Monday, the 25th ult., the hells, after being rehung by Messrs. Warner
and Sons, were first rang out hy the ringers of the place, as early as 10 a.m.,
with some touches of Grandsire Triples. They afterwards dined together ;
E. Kimps, Esq. of the Royal Cumberlands Society, and Mr. H. W. Haley of
the Ancient Society of College Youths, being of the company. In the
evening more friends arrived, amongst whom were Messrs. Matthew A. Wood,
J. Dwight, H. Booth, and J. Pettitt. Some touches of Stedman’s and Treble
Boh were rung. A word of encouragement is due to .the leader of the
Walthamstow ringers, Mr. Harvey Reeves, who has heen instrumental in
bringing the exercise to its present position in the parish, and who is most
assiduous in promoting the efficiency of every member of this young com-
pany.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Runcorn, Cheshire.

On Saturday, Sept. 30th, by invitation of the Rev. Canon Barclay and
churchwardens, eight members of the Liverpool Union Society visited this
town, and started for a peal of 5088 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major.
After ringing 4484, in 2 hrs. 45 mins., the hells were, set, owing to the ringer
at the seventh being taken ill. G. Crute, treble; R. Williams, sen., 2nd;
J. Meadows, 3rd; H. Meadows, 4th; G. Helsby, 5th; E. Booth, Oth; H.
Brooks, 7tli; R. Williams, jun., tenor. Weight of tenor, 16 cwt. Key E.
Composed and conducted by G. Crate.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Benington, Herts.

On Monday, October 9th, the undermentioned members of the Benington
Ringing Society rang a select composition, consisting of 2744 changes, in-
cluding five distinct methods. The musical variations and correct striking
make it a grand performance in the noble science of change-ringing.
Stedman Triples, 504; Double Norwich Court.Bob Major, 672; Double
London Court Bob Major, 672 ; London Surprise Major, 448 ; Cambridge
Surprise Major, 448. Ringers:—N. Warner, treble; John Kitchener, 2nd;
L. Proctor,Esq. 3rd; L. Chapman,4th; S. Page, 5th; Jos.Kitchener, 6th; C.
Shamhrook, 7th ; T. Page, tenor. Conducted hy Mr. T. Page— Reported.

The Cox Testimonial Fund.

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the following contributions ; and | would ask
intending subscribers to forward theirs to the Hon. See. at their earliest con-
venience, thereby enabling the Committee to arrange for the presentation of
this Testimonial, the time having already far exceeded the original limit.

Already.announced . £25 5 6
Clerkenwell Society of Change rlngers per Mr.

Matthews . . . . 110
St. Michael ami All Angels Society, Star Street

Paddington, per Mr. Driver . . 0 J2 0
C. Wilfrid Blackland, Esq., Belvedere, Kent . « 0 10 6
A. T. Bone, Esq., Eleet Street, London . 0 26
A. Moore, Esq., Fleet Street, per Mr. J. Mlller 0 2 6
A Friend, per Mr. H. A. Hopkins . 0 20
Mr. Kelson, St. Martin’s Lane, London 010

54 St. Martin’s lane, London, W.C. Hy. Dams Hon. Sec.
[In future issues we intend to printthe Papers on ‘Bells,” lately read at
the Church Congress.—Ed.]

Received also,—H. W. L, 1" VA Il.

Cumberland.

; Jasper Snowdon; Bees; P. 1. S.; J. P.; Young
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CORRESPONDENCE,

A Suggestion for Church Congresses.

Sir,—Before the matter is quite forgotten, might I be allowed to make a
suggestion to the Committee of future Congresses; trivial perhaps it may appear
to outsiders, but very important to readers and speakers, and indirectly also
to their hearers : viz. that there should be a small clock set flat in the rail at
which the readers stand, so that they may be able to look down and see at a
glance how time is going. As it is now, the reader has no guide whatever;
and is generally ignorant that a paper, in order that it may be heard in so
large a room, requires nearly double the length of time to read that it does,
though read slowly, in a small room. Thus it happens, as it did in my
own case, that whilst he himself, from his previous trials, thinks he has
abundance of time, the bell sounds just as he has got about half through his
paper, and then in his flurry he turns over the leaves to find a paragraph
where he may begin again, and in so doing omits the very part which of all
others he wished the Congress to hear : so that both readers and hearers are
equally losers by the neglect of so simple an expedient; for if a man knows
how time is going, he may either read faster or make a selection of the
passages which he thinks will be most appreciated by his audience ; whereas,
as things are managed now, the three minutes’ bell comes too late.

A Baffled Beaded.
Hymns and Anthem-books.

Sir,—Will you allow me, as onewho has had some experience of anthems,
to caution Mr. Thring, or any other intending compiler of a Hymnal, against
adopting *G. Y.’s " suggestion of including a selection of anthems. 1 unhesi-
tatingly declare that the provision of such a selection as would be of any
practical use would increase the size and cost of a Hymnal to so great an
extent as to render it utterly incapable of competing with those already
existing. A hymn-book should be a hymn-book, an anthem-book should be
an anthem-book—each complete in themselves, each providing for all Church
services and seasons. The capabilities and requirements of different choirs
with regard to anthems are endless. Hymns, with all their varieties, have at
least this point in common, viz. that the music to which they are set is, with
very rare exceptions, intended to be sung cfull’(as it is technically described),
i. e. to the exclusion of all solos, ‘verses,” ‘leads,” &c., which are perpetually
occurring in even the simplest anthems. Now, possibly 1G. Y.’s’idea may
be to confine his proposed selection to the very simplest “full “anthems; but,
even assuming that it were possible to provide for any appreciable number of
Church requirements from this source, where are the anthem-singing choirs
who would be satisfied with such a selection? They must be a very limited
number, indeed. And if you once step over this line, where can you stop ?
The truth is, that to a person moderately well acquainted with anthem music,
the vision of a universal Anthem-book is considerably more remote than that
even of a universal Hymn-book. Even cathedrals, between whose choirs far
less disparity of attainments exists than between parochial choirs where
anthems are in use, find a common book a practical impossibility. The plan
I should recommend to any clergyman introducing a new or already existing
collection, either of hymns or anthems, into his church, is this:—To order
the publishers to send all copies bound with, say, fifty ‘guards,’ as they are
called. The local binder is thus enabled to add leaves, containing either
hymns or anthems, as occasion may require; and some plan of this kind,
which provides for the supply of local and individual demands, is the nearest
approach we shall make to *a universal book’ in our present state of
existence. H. W. H.

‘The Brothers Newman.’

Sir,—It was with feelings of much pain that | read your article in a late
issue on ‘ The Brothers Newman.” | trust you will allow me to say a word in
the name of those (and | have no doubt there are many such amongst your
readers) whose first impulse must have been one of indignant sorrow at seeing
tho name of one who, however excellent in other ways, denies the Lord Who
died for us, coupled with that of one of His most earnest and devoted servants.
Most sincerely clo | agree with the words of your article, that it is a matter of
rejoicing that *Mr. E. W. Newman is now a little, though it he hut a very
little, nearer to Christ’ than he has hitherto been. But surely we cannot
regard both the brothers as in equal need of our prayers for light? M.A.

Sir,—l am anxious to take Holy Orders, but have not the means to pro-
cure the necessary preparation. Can you inform me whether there are any
Theological Training Colleges of good principles (not Missionary), where
young men in my case may study free of charge, or at reduced terms? |If
there are not, kindly advise me what to do. Would you inform me what course
of study | ought to pursue, as | haye some time on my hands? J. H.

Sir,—Where can | obtain the history of the Pitcairn Islanders from the
year 1859 to the present time? Mr. Murray’s book (S.P. C.X.) brings the
history down to the year 1859 only.

[See the paper on ‘The Melanesian Church by the Bev. E. S. May, which
appeared in our number for June 21, 1873.—Ed.]

Can any one tell a beginner of an easy hook of questions and answers on
the Gospel of the day, suitable for a Sunday-school class ? S. B. H.

Sir,—Can you, or any of your readers, recommend me some tracts or
pamphlets on Church Restoration for distribution amongst the poor?—E. H.

Mrs. Bennett would be glad to send her copy of Church Bells to any
clergyman who would like to have it sent to him, provided the postage does
not exceed one penny.

24 Eldon JRead, Kensington, London, W.

thReceived also.—H. D. B.; J. Cartmell F.J. Candy; Earnest; T. M. W.; and
others.
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Peals rung with the Hand-bells, and the Time occupied therein.

Sir,—The time in -which a peal of Grandsire Triples can be rung, and
especially with liand-bells, is, it seems, a question open to controversy, and
also one of considerable importance. But | select it in consequence of the
discrepancy in time wherein peals of it have been rung,upon hand-bells, tlie
records whereof you recently published in the columns of Church Bells.

The time wherein peals can he rung upon steeple-bells generally varies
according to the weight of the hells themselves; but not strictly so, as some
bells, by their hanging, are better adapted for quick ringing than others :
hence the variation in time that sometimes takes place in performances upon
the same bells. Therefore a young conductor who, unlike a more able and
practical man, cannot time the changes as tbe peal progresses, will perhaps
ring a quick or slow peal, and consequently become subjected to all the un-
pleasant remarks belonging thereto—such as, * Oh, impossible ! “Couldn’t be
done in the time !” “He’s cut a 500 out of that!”and so on for a quick peal ;
and of a slow one it will be insinuated that a few leads have been added to it
by.mistake, &c. Now, Sir, itis quite possible to add a few changes to a peal,
and also to cut out a 500 of the ‘Ten-part’peal; and several leads nmy be
cut from ‘the Original ”in places, and may have been done. But, Sir, it will
take an able conductor to it; and | believe, as a rule, the young conductor will
not be capable of such a thing. Therefore it is the old, and not the young, of
mwhom such things maybe expected. Custom has it; and as bells are not
hung so high now as they used to be, the prescribed limit wherein peals upon
light rings are generally performed is a few minutes under 3hours; whereas
they used to take upwards of 3 hours: and those peals that are not accom-
plished within a little of tbe limit prescribed share the above fate.

Tlie following is an illustration, and the story iswell known among ringers.
In 1855 a youth of about seventeen conducted his first peal of Grandsire
Triples—‘Holt’s Ten-part’—in very quick time, 2 hrs. and 43 mins. Those
remarks were the result. He, however, soon became not only an excellent
ringer and conductor, but a composer of peals, and at present is a prominent
member of the Cumberland Society: and so, perhaps, those -who used the
remarks do not now believe in them. Be that as it may, enough has been
shown wherewith one’s reputation may be damaged by ringing a quick or a
slow peal, except rung thick for an object, which should be stated in the record.

Steeple-bell ringing differs considerably with ringing on hand-bells, inas-
much as bell-lianging and weightof metal are out of the question ; and nothing
is there but time to guide a performance upon hand-bell3. Individually, I
believe it is possible to ring them as quick as one pleases, the whole thing
depending on the abilities of the performers; but | think it unwise, for the
reason mentioned, and that there is no chance for men to recover themselves
in case of mistake, and that the music must thereby he spoiled to some extent.
And, Sir, the rule for hand-bell ringing that | have always seen observed,
even in touches, by members of the Cumberlands, is to ring them in “about
the same time as would be done upon bells in the steeple. This, Sir, has
been entirely disregarded by tbe Liverpool men in all their peals, and by the
College Youths iu one of their performances ; and for this reason, I for one
am sorry Mr. Snowdon did not have the Liverpool peals before presenting us
with his otherwise exhaustive list, as therewith we should have had his
opinion on the point undoubtedly, and others might have followed before this.
Yet there is much to be thankful for, as until those lists were published but
few ringers seemed to know anything of a peal having ever been rung in
the Treble Bob method upon hand-bells.

| do not intend to use any unpleasantremark as to the peals | allude to,
but simply to draw the attention of your readers, and those concerned in
them, to the fact, that in two of those peals the difference is enough wherein
half another peal could be rung, and that in others, just time enough is the
difference whereby a 500 conld be cut out. Eor this purpose | have, with the
required particulars, put them in tabular form below, and each reader can
therefore judge for himself. The first is by tbe Cumberland Society, and is
the first peal rung in London. Two are by the College Youths, one of which
is the last rung in London, and the other was nmg in Liverpool. And full
particulars of these peals may be found in Church Bells of August oth and 19th
and September Oth in the present year respectively.

Changes. Date Society and Place. Time.
Hrs.  Mins
5040 1828 Cumberland Society, London 3
5040 1855 College Youths, London 2 24
5040 1865 Union Society, Liverpool 2 5
5040 1872 College Youths, London 2 45

Young Cumberland.

The Yorkshire Association of Change-ringers.

On Saturday, Oct. 7th, the Annual General Meeting of this Society was
held at Lowmoor, near Bradford, when there was a large muster of members
and their friends. The President, Jasper AY. Snowdon, Esq. of llkley, took
the chair, and the Committee’s report, and the Treasurer’s balance-sheet
and report, were duly passed. Yotes of thanks were carried to the Yicar,
Churchwardens, and ringers of Lowmoor, and also to the retiriDg officers of
the Association, for their exertions during the past year. The whole of the
officers were unanimously re-elected to their various posts. Printed copies of
the Beport with rules, members’ names, and the performances of the Society,
in all 30 pages, can be obtained, post free, for 0>\d. from the Treasurer,
Mr. Robert Luke, Ilkley, near Leeds.— Communicated.

Received also.—H. TV. Lett; G. Gregory; J. Parkinson; F. Evans; and others.
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Change-ringing in India.

Four residents of the little station of Pubna, in Central Bengal, have suc-
ceeded in ringing on hand-bells (retained in hand) a true six-score of Grandsire
Doubles. It is believed that these are the first changes ever rung in India:—
F. W.J. Rees (Conductor), treble and 2nd ; Alice Rees, 3rd ; Agnes Price, 4th ;
Gordon Price, 5th and tenor. F. W. l. Rees.

Change-ringing in Ireland.

The elevation of Lord Plunket to the Bishopric of Meath seems to have
given general satisfaction. When the election came to he known on Wednes-
day afternoon the members of St. Patrick’s Amateur Society of Change-ringers,
in honour of the event, rang a touch of Call Changes, including Queen’s,
Tittums, and W hittington’, on the bells of the Cathedral. The ringers were
stationed as follows —R. R. Cherry, treble;J. H. Nunn, jun. 2nd; Rev. A. T.
Harvey, 3rd; Rev. R.S.D. Campbell, 4tU ; W. C. Carnegie, 5th; C. G. Mareh-
bank, OEh; d. D. Bnrtchnel, 7th; B. 0. A. W. Windmill, tenor.—Reported.

Dedication of Bells at Walkden Church, Bolton, Lancashire.

On Saturday evening, the 7th instant, on the occasion of the Harvest
Thanksgiving at the above church, three new bells were dedicated, making a
ring of six. About twoyears ago Mr. William Crompton, ex-mayor of Wigan,
wishing to confer some benefit upon Walkden, his native place, presented a
fine clock and three bells. This gift was much appreciated by the inhabitants
generally, and a strong wish was felt to complete a ring of six bells by a
public subscription. The teachers and scholars of the Sunday School raised
funds for the largest hell, and other friends joined in the movement. Messrs.
Warner and Sons cast the bells. At the dedication of the three new bells the
church was filled; the new Vicar, tlie Rev. Charles Heath, officiated. At the
end of evensong the Vicar took his place in the tower, and offered up appro-
priate prayers. A short peal on the hells followed, a special hymn was sung,
and an address on the use of bells by the Vicar closed the interesting and
impressive service. The Tyldesley ringers were engaged to open the bells,
and rang 720 Plain Boh changes;—A. Derbyshire, treble; W. Aldred, 2nd;
J. Aldred, 3rd ; W. Gerrard, 4th ; E. Bowker, 5th ; G. Heaton, tenor. Time,
28| rains. Weight of tenor, 13J cwt.— Contributed.

Change-ringing at Padiham, Lancashire.

On Monday, Oct. 9tli, the members of tbe Ringers’ Society rang the first
peal ever rung by the townsmen of Padikam on the bells since they were set
up iu 1842. The peal was Grandsire Bob, consisting of 720 changes; time,
about 27 mins. The lingers were .—A. Parkinson, treble ; S, Duxbury, 2nd;
J. J. Riley, 3rd; W. Holgate, 4th; J. J. Parkinson, oth; R. W. Hargreaves,
tenor. Conducted hy A. Parkinson. Weight of tenor, 9 cwt.—Reported.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association at Holbeck.

Eioht members of the Yorkshire Association met at St. Matthew's Church
on Tuesday evening, the 10th inst., and rang 0184 of Kent Treble Boh Major
iu 0 hrs. 1 min. T. Harrison, treble; T. West, 2nd; H. Moss, 3rd;
W. Whitaker, 4th; W. Walker, Oth; T. Lockwood, 6th; C. Jackson, 7tli;
R. BinDS, tenor. The peal was composed by T. Lockwood, and conducted by
C. Jackson. Weight of tenor, 1U cwt.—Reported.

On the 17th, the above Society rang 5024 changes, of Kent Treble Bob
Major at St. Matthew’, Holbeck, Leeds, in 2 hrs. 54 mins..—T. Lockwood,
treble ; H. Hubbard,jun.,2nd; H. Moss, 3rd ; R. Take,Esq., 4th ; TV. Walker,
5th; W. Whitaker, 6th; J. W. Snowdon, Esq., 7th; R. Binns, tenor. The
peal, a one part composition hy W. Harrison of Mottram, which contains the
sixth, its extent wrong and right in 5-0, and also has the sixth six-course
ends in each of these positions, was conducted by J. W. Snowdon. Weight of
tenor, 16 cwt.—Reported.

Change-ringing at North Shields, Northumberland.

On Thursday, October 19th, eight members of the Newcastle-on-Tyne
Change-ringing Society at Christ Church rang a peal of Grandsire Triples,
consisting of 0040 changes, in 3 hrs. 5 mins., being the first peal since the
ring was augmented to eight. The ringers were: —J. Weddle, treble; 11
Simm, 2nd; F, Lees, 3rd; H. Simm, 4tli; T. Denton, 0th; S. Power, Oth;
J. Simm, 7th; J. Gillings, tenor. Weight of tenor, 19 cwt.,, in E flat. The
peal is the composition of Thomas Thurston of Birmingham, and contains
170 singles and 70 bobs, and was conducted by Thomas Denton.—Reported.

Change-ringing at Birmingham.

On the 21st inst. the following members of the St. Martin's Company
occupied the tower of SS. Peter aucl Paul, Aston, and rang a peal of Sted-
man’s Royal, comprising 5184 changes, in 3 hrs. 27 mins. The ringers were :
—A. Cresser, treble; J. Joynes, 2nd; J. Banister, 3rd; W. Kent, 4th; H.
Bastable, 5th; H. Johnson, sen., 6th ; J. Dunn, 7th; H. Johnson, jun., 8th;
F. H.James, 9th ; S.Jarman, tenor. This peal was in 36 courses, with the
5th 12 times wrong and the 6th 24 times right. Composed and conducted by
I1. Johnson, s e n Reported.

Guild of West Kent Ringers.

At a Committee Meeting held on the 12th instant tbe following business
was transacted:—Two meetings were fixed, one to take place at Woolwich on
Saturday, the 21st instant, the other at Northfleet, on Saturday, the 11th of
November. Ringing at four o’clock. Journey expenses of members payable
to one meeting only. Mr. W. C. Middleton of Gravesend was elected on the
Committee in the place of the Rev. G. E. Hadow, who has left the neigh-
bourhood. Fortnightly meetings for practice were arranged to take place at
Dartford on alternate Saturdays, commencing on the 4th November.

Belvedere, Oct. 17/A, 1876. C. Wilfrid Blaxland, Hon. See.

Received also.—Johu Hall. A.J. Hunt: our columns have not yet been opened to
Bell Poetry. J. Shaw: the Editor reserves to himself the selection of contributions—
none are ever returned, but thrown into the waste-paper basket : therefore contributors
should keep copies. Emma Wilson. H. W. Lett. George Gregory, M.D.
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CHURCH CONGRESS.
We have already given a brief sketch of the concluding meeting on the

subject of
CHURCH BELLS, AND HOW TO USE THEM.

We propose to give in instalments a full report of the first paper, by
the Rev. Woolmore Wigram, Rector of St. Andrew’, Hertford. He read as
follows :—

| have undertaken to consider the company of ringers as a branch of the
organization of a parish. | will commence by vindicating its claim to such
a position. Letme point first to my own experience, gained originally in a
country parish, containing a population of 021}, poor, exclusively agricultural,
at a distance from both highroads and railways; in short, an out-of-the-world
district, on the unfashionable side of the county of Herts, where in the
fourteen parishes of the deanery we had but one resident landowner.

The results attained were, from a ringer’s point of view, very small: the
company was repeatedly broken up, as men left the parish for London and
higher wages ; but other work was done. At one time we practised tune-
ringing ; then besides the week-day practice, the youths used to assemble
every Sunday between afternoon service and their tea-time on my premises
to ring sacred music on the hand-bells, and on a Whit-Monday, tlie annual
feast of two clubs (a saturnalia which | need not describe), I have known the
ringers, entirely uninvited, withdraw of their own accord from the village
street and its row to take their seats on my lawn with the hand-bells.
Latterly | have abandoned tune-ringing for changes, but at all times the
hells have retained around mo a certain number of the men of the parish,
open to any influence which I might he able to exert; and iu aparish where I
have heard the proverb quoted, ‘Singers and ringers are little home-bringers ’
(and we know what it means if aman cannotwalk straight home with his wages),
in a neighbourhood where hand-bells are constantly provided as one of tho
attractions of the public-house, | have had the satisfaction of presenting the
ringers along with the choir and other church-helpers to my Bishop, who had
that day admitted two of them to the holy rite of Confirmation.

I was removed in July last to a town parish; and at once eight or nine
of the young men of the place have gathered around me to form the nucleus
of a ringing society.

I remark, secondly, that the care bestowed on the ringing is ordinarily the
measure of the care bestowed on the church tower. When | was a boy, the
church towers around Rugby were my places of annual resort for birds’ nests,
and really they appeared to have been given over to jackdaws, owls, starlings,
and pigeons. At this day, speaking generally, the towers have bee.n over-
looked in the great Church revival of recent years, so that there are still in
every county many in a state of dirt, which would not be tolerated in a gentle-
man's stable, and which is positively disgraceful. Now, really, to sweep clean
each floor, to shut out birds with wire netting, to plaster rough rubble-work,
to colour plain walls with good distemper, to mend broken doors, steps, or
benches ; such repairs and such like cost but shillings, and are all which are
required ordinarily to render our church-towers decent, clean, and fitting.
But experience proves that unless the leading Churchmen of a parish will
use the bells, the towers will remain unvisited, and the existing neglect must
be expected to continue. ‘Out of sight, out of mind!”’

I remark, thirdly, on the place which church bells hold in all the associations
connected with our social, our domestic, our religious life; I really need not
repeat the proverbs, the songs, or the familiar passages from great authors,
from Shakespeare downwards, which illustrate this remark. 1 ask, Is there,
then, not aplace for the men who handle these bells ? Is it not rather amatter
of astonishment that the ringing should he left, as is the case so generally,
to anybody without the slightest care or kindly influence, and that public
opinion on the subject should he so very apathetic? Some thirty-five years
ago, if a clergyman busied himself with Iris choir, it was considered a strange
fancy, and one of the new-fangled innovations; now, many people considertime
and energy but ill bestowed upon the belfry.

But | contend that the ringers have a right to he considered a part of the
organization of a parish, on the grounds that, in forming sucli a company,
you are providing an opeuing for good influence over those whom you will
not easily reach in any other way; you are. forming a link of sympathy
between yourself and others ; you are laying hold in the service ofthe Church
of one of the marked tastes of the day, that for athletics ; you are providing
an amusement available at that very time wlien rational amusement is hard to
find, viz. the long winter evenings. You are encouraging that which will lead
to more reverent care of a portion of the house of God, viz. the chinch tower.

The means to be employed.

There exist very ancient ringing societies in London and other cities,
and many local companies in places where ringing has been practised for
generations. They are but little known, because they consist mainly of men
who live by weekly wages; to them ringing is that which glee-singing,
sketching, or music, is to some among my hearers, viz. ascientific amusement.
These are the men who have preserved change-ringing for us; they have
done it by themselves without any assistance from the upper classes of society;
to accomplish it has required great energy and perseverance, far more mental
work also than would be imagined at first sight. We, whmare now taking up the
subject, have all to learn from these our predecessors; speaking formyself, I am
sure that | shall never master it, as it has been mastered not only by the great
composers of peals, but also by many conductors, whose names are unknown
outside their own circle; and while | ask these ringers to welcome us into
1the exereise ’ (as the old authors call it), and to let us learn still more from
them; while I hope that they will recognise that ringing has a place in
Church work, and will give us their aid in effecting improvements where
necessary, | think that the least | can do is to express my sense of what is
owed to them, and to thank them for standing by the art so loyally when it
was so generally neglected.

(7b be continued.)
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Opening of a New Ring of Bells by the Royal Cumberland Society
(late London Scholars),

On Saturday, Oct. 14th, several members of the above Society visited
Betchworth, Surrey, and opened a new ring of six, ringing several peals of
Grandsire and Stedman’s Doubles, conducted by Mr. John Cox. After dinner
they rang two complete 720’s, one of Plain Bob and one Kent Treble Bob.
The time of these peals was 24 mins. Conductor, Mr. John Cox. The
ringers were:—J. Cox, R. Rose, H. Hopkins, W. Hoverd, D. Stackwood,
"W. Baron, R. Banks, and 0. Stockham of the College Youths. The bells
were cast by Messrs. Blows and Sons, Birmingham ; the hanging by G. R,
Banks of Kennington, London; they have also a set of the (Ellacombe
chiming-hammers. The bells are in tbhe key hf G.  Weight of tenor, 13 cwt.
—Reported.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association at Holbeck.

On Saturday, Oct. 38, the Sooiety rang at St. Matthew’s, Holbeck, Leeds,
9120 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major in 5 hrs. 15 mins. T. Harrison,
treble; T. Lockwood, 2nd; T. West, 3rd; R. Tuke,Esq., 4th ; H. Hubbard,jun.,
5th; G. Barraclough, Oth; J.W . Snowdon, Esq., 7th; R. Binns, tenor. The peal,
which has the tenors together throughout, was composed hy Mr. J. Lockwood,
and oondueted hy his son, T. Lockwood. Weight of tenor, 10 ewt. This
composition differs slightly from the one in MI'. Hubbard’s last edition of the
Art of Ringing, as it runs 9119 changes in the regular Kent method, the
liand-stroke change at this number being 12345708, from which position the
bells come round by 3345 lying still.—Reported.

The Guild of Devonshire Ringers.

A Meeting- of the Committee will be held in Exetep on Tuesday, Nov. 7,
at 2 p.m. Agenda—To arraDge for a general meeting; to consider the pro-
posal to bring the subject of church bells before the Church Congress of
1877; to decide on design for certificate of membership; to receive a resolu-
tion of the Yorkshire Association of Change-ringers, &c.

Woodbury, Oct. 30. J. L. Langeon Euxeqrd, Hon. Sec.

The Cox Testimonial Fund.

Sir,—Allow me to acknowledge a few other subscriptions received in
favour of this Eund;—

Already annoUNCEd . .coocvviiniiiere e 4127 17 0
Some Friends, per Mr. A. Polley . . . . 10 O
Mr. A. Polley, Gravel Lane, Houndsditch, London . 010 O
Mr. G. Stookham, Bell Founder, London . 0 50
E. J. Taylor, Esq., Bishopweremouth, Durham 010

54 St. Martin’s Lane, London, W.C. Hy. Dains, Hon. Sec.

The Sanitary Influence of Bell-ringing and its Melodies.

Sib,—In your very excellent and wonderfully cheap periodical I desire to
make a few observations pn church bells, &o,

| doubt if there he any physical exercise equal to hell-ringing for keeping
the body in health; if there be, there are certainly not many. In hell-
ringing tbe important muscles of the chest, the spinal column, and the arms,
are brought into powerful, steady, and regular motion.—usually at regular
intervals. The length of time which bell-ringers keep their muscles in
exercise is generally sufficient to produce a wholesome effect; seldom, |
presume, so long as to cause a feeling of exhaustion.

The majority of our belfries are on elevated ground—that is, where the
air is purer and lighter ; and tlie floors (where the bell-ringers stand) of tlie
greater number of our bell-towers are elevated at least a few yards above the
surrounding laud. The temperature of the ringing-rooms, with their thick
walls, is hot easily influenced by alternations of heat and cold, but should the
weather unduly affect them its influence can easily he modified. The mental
effort to ring in order, together with the harmony ofthe bell-sounds, produces
a beneficial effect both on the mind and body. | certainly know ofno <all-the-
year-round’ exercise which is as good for the health (especially of those
persons who lead sedentary lives) as hell-ringing.

The above thoughts were suggested by reading that a concert was to be
given for the benefit of the bell-ringers of a neighbouring church, in a town
of about 100,000 inhabitants. However necessary it may be to pay working
men for ringing church hells in rural places, | am sure that in towns anil
crowded villages there are many men who ought to consider it a privilege to
he bell-ringers, and who should expect no reward except such as springs from
the consciousness of having done good, in however humble an office, especially
if connected with the service of their Maker.

‘Tlie trivial round, the common task,
May furnish all we ought to ask:

Room to deny ourselves; a road

To bring us daily nearer God.

Seek we no more; content with those,
Let present rapture, comfort, ease,

As Heaven shall bid them, come and go:
The secret this, of Rest below.’

To the public, especially those who have “an ear for music,’the sound of
hells has a cheerfully soothing effect,' sometimes diverting our thoughts from
needless cares and anxieties, to calm and tender moods .and pleasant remem-
brances ; old thoughts and scenes are brought hack fresh and new almost as
in days long gone by —

“As for some old familiar strain
Untired we ask, and ask again
Everin its [their, melodious store
Finding a spell unheard before.’

Brackley Park, Great Lever, near Bolton. George Gregory, M.D.
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Church Bells and how to Use them.
(Continued from gage 571.)

| have to speak next of the system to he pursued in establishing a
parochial hand of ringers. | refer to an ordinary parish, one outside the
influence of any of these old-established societies.

Learn, first, what change-ringing means. This can he done hy means of
hooks : there are at least three hooks, each suitable for beginners, i. e. hooks
which do explain the subject from the beginning.

Put aside the prevalent notion that it is necessary to possess an ear for
music. A well-trained and correct ear is a very great assistance, but if you
can hear when the five, six, or eight hells strike in regular time, and can also
hear when your own hell strikes out of time, you can hear correctly enough :
everything else can he supplied by other means. Trust one who has tried.

Remember that hell-ringing has two distinct aspects. It is a branch of
Church work. It is also a scientific amusement. Recognise both; and em-
ploy the second to promote, the first.

The first question which will meet you will be probably the old ringers.
W hat to do with them ?

Now, these old ringers will probably be a party self-appointed, able
to ring a call peal, that is, to do what the conductor tells them, and
no more. There are instances in -which they find ringing such hard work,
that it is necessary to smoke and drink in the belfry. Attimes, among even
ringers, there will be black sheep, men of really bad character. Ringers of
this stamp meet when there is money to he got; if there are not enough of
them in the parish, they make- up a scratch crew hy getting in recruits from
other places: they ring their best, such as it is, and they divide the fee given.
Such ringers are very apt to be jealous of new hands, and yet more appre-
hensive lest they should lose the fees. Still there they are, and you must
deal with them.

The straightest road is the easiest and best. See the men one hy one ;
say to them plainly, 4We mean to learn change-ringing; there are our rules,
will you join us ?’ If necessary, you must add: 4In the belfry I will not allow
drinking, smoking, or bad language. If you will join us on these terms, you
shall be welcome; if you will not, we must putup with the loss.’

Tho high probability is, that not one of these old hands will unite with you.
To learn change-ringing is too much; they are in arut, out of which they will
notrise. At times there will he among them men whom yon will be very
sorry to lose, at times men whom you will he very glad to miss. But in a
ringer’s point of view you will have nothing to regret. The call-peal ringer
contracts habits destructive of change-ringing, and it will cost more trouble
to break him of these habits than to teach a new man from the beginning.
Adhere to this simple principle, 4Join us and you will be welcome,” you dis-
arm all reasonable opposition; that which is unreasonable you must deal
with as circumstances dictate. Suppose in an extreme case you say to the
call-peal men, 4Ring your own way, we will not interfere with your money ;'
and to your own company, 41 will guarantee you as much per head as the
others earn;5you would meet the main difficulty—the money. | know a
village where the old hands were discharged, and the new company tied the
clappers and practised on the bells dumb. They held their own tongues also
and listened to all remarks made. When ready, they untied the clappers
and rang a hundred and twenty with tenor behind. Then the laugh was
on their side. The call-peal men seldom ring much before the end of No-
vember, nor much after they have spent their Christmas-box; therefore, if a
new company get to work in the second week of January, they will have time
under them in which to win a position for themselves.

As to Buies—It is necessary to have a distinct understanding as to times
of practice, punctuality, and a register of attendance. Men should he admitted
as jirobationers for a month or two, then, by ballot, as full members, and on
their formal election should receive a certificate of membershij), mounted and
varnished, or framed, so that it can he hung in the cottage. Absence of
three weeks to involve dismissal from the company. You need very few rules.
Let those which you have be each the expression of some principle to which,
if necessary, you can appeal, as distinguished from arule which can be altered
by the same authority as made it.

Money Matters—If work he done to my orders and atmy time | must
expect to pay forit; and if | do pay, reason good that the work he done in
my way. Butif men unite to ring for their own amusement, why are they
to be paid for taking their own pleasure? Still, practically, your hobby will
always cost money, and in this matter custom is very powerful. Now, Christ-
mas-boxes and any canvass for presents at any time of the year produce much
evil. Let there he a treasurer to the society, and all money pass through
his hands; wirether gifts, fees, or subscriptions. Let there he a common fund
entitled the 4Bell-box,” and let this take one share at every division of cash.
Out of this box the treasurer will provide for expenses, “such as an annual
dinner orringing excursion. Let all fees for ringing be divided, in a number
of equal portions, corresponding to the number of men who ring, the Bell-
box being reckoned as one of the party; let each man take as follows:
A learner, one clearly inferior to the others as a ringer, one portion. Any
man who rang once only, i. e. either morning or evening, while others rang
twice, one portion. The others and the box two portions. Let any man
who chooses return his share, or any portion of it, to the box, which had
better he a literal box with a slit in the top of it: hut let each man he
absolutely free in this respect. Let any man, who foricits wages in order to
ring be paid, and if you go out for a days ringing, pay the men for their
time: hut pay all at one uniform rate; each do the same work in the belfry.

Fines | disbelieve in; they do more harm than good.

(To be continued.)

Received also—W. Sottanstall. G. Rushforth. C. W. Troyte. George Crute. Samuel
mWhitworth, and others: all in due time. _ .
C. Herbert; the ringing was too continuous for any wedding.
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tlie hymn-bool;s (this is the common suggestion) ancl go by numbers,
adopting only those hymns most widely used, and thus cutting out many new
ones which will be general favourites, and also all that teacli any distinctive
doctrine which somebody else doesn’t like. The result heing, we should get
a book which would please nobody and which would reduce us all to a dead
level of sage mediocrity. Surely it is precisely in the hymns that there is
most room for liberty and variety!

Besides, is it not both too soon and too late to attemptit? Too soon,
because amidst beaps of rubbish good hymns and special hymns are still
wanted, and are being produced, which would be lost to the Church. Too late,
because there are so many hooks, good in their various ways, and so firmly
rooted that they are not likely to be easily given up. Hymns A. AM. as it was
is the nearest approach to uniformity we are likely to see in our day. Now
there are two editions of that. If you are 'afraid of their name you can get
almost the same thing in Church Hymns, and very many of the same hymns
in Bickersteth’s Hymnal Companion, which may he more easily swallowed in
some quarters.

Some say, Give us hymns which will teach doctrine; others say, Don't
admit any such—apart from the question as to what that doctrine is ; and it
is evident from Congresses and Conferences, that in general people only want
the universal book provided it suits their own views. We could not now draw
up a Book of Common Prayer. |If in addition to this we remember all the
difficulties of copyright and vested interests, we may expect the General Hymn-
book to be ready about the Greek kalends, and not to be adopted even then.

F. G.B.
The Houseboy Brigade.

Sin,—May | bring under your readers’ notice the Houseboy Brigade, an
institution for training orphans or destitute boys for domestic service ? After
testing it by five years’[experience on a small scale, the Committee have
greatly enlarged its scope: last year there were thirty-two boys’in the Home,
we have now three homes sheltering eighty boys, ancl capable ofaccommodating
forty more.

The boys earn over two thirds of the cost of their maintenance by working
at odd jobs in gentlemen’s houses during the forenoon; this constitutes their
industrial training, and fits them to take permanent situations in domestic
service, for which they are much in demand: they return home at dinner-
time, and in the afternoon they attend school. Their religious training is
superintended by the clergy of the parish in which each Home is situated:—
viz. No. 1, in the parish of St. Peter’s, Eaton Square; No. 2, in St. Mary’,
Kensington; and No. 3, in St. Mary’s, Bryanstone Square. Thus orphans,
or the sons of destitute widows, who might otherwise be led by misfortune or
bad companions into vagrancy and crime, are trained and cared for till they
are able to pass into an honest and honourable service.

Boys of eleven years of age, who are honest and in good health, and who
have passed the second Government standard of education, are eligible for
admission; the entrance fee is 51, preference being givento the most destitute
eases, provided they are otherwise suitable.

I must appeal to your readers for money. The great extension has not
been made without a heavy outlay, and we shall require at least 1000/. before
tbe 01st March next, and after that about 750/. per annum will suffice to carry
on an Institution of 130 boys, which we believe to be working great good for
the children of the honest poor, and to be particularly worthy of support.

63 Eaton Square, S.W. W. E. Hubbakd, jun.

Farrar’s Life of Christ.

Snt,—In your paper of October 28tli, when noticing the new edition of
Farrar's Life of Christ, you say: * Our own opinion is that, with all its faults,
Canon Farrar’ Life of Christ is calculated to become the most popular ever
published, and this edition is certainly worthy of heing the most popular
edition of it.” AIll who have read the work with as much interest as | have
will join you in wishing that this fresh issue may have a wide circulation.
But I venture to suggest that a glossary of hard words would be a very useful
addition to it. Scholars may know the meaning of such words as eschato-
logical, chiliast, palmary, phrenetic, epideictic, eristic, and levirate, but ordinary
readers will have to refer to some very complete modern dictionary in order
to find out their signification, and it is not at all likely that such a dictionary
would be always within their reach. \y. p. c.

Sm,—Can you inform me of any Home where three children (aged 20, 14,
and 11 years) of an artisan could be received and cared for? They are all
more or less idiots, but the father objects to them being sent to an idiot

asylum. The mother isjust dead, and there is no one to take charge of the
children. Edmund Peel.
Greenliill, Harrow.

Snt,—Can any of your readers inform me where | can procure a copy of
Le Bas's Testimony of Prophecy ? | have tried to get it through the Christian
Knowledge Society, and also have applied to several publishers, hut none of
them have ever heard of it. Maky.

The Chaplain of the Home for Young Workmen, 197 Euston 'Road, N.W.,
would he glad to receive any illustrated or other papers when done with for
the inmates of this Home.

The Boys' Home, Regent’s Park Road, N. IV.

‘Rev. Joseph Holmes.—You will see from an article on the British
Quarterly Review on another page that it is not without cause that so serious
a view has been taken of our prospects.

‘J. F.” (Staines).—Your query can be inserted as advertisement if you like
to send name and addr”jp for publication.

‘C. M. Finn " had better advertise.
‘S. B.—We do not care about opening the subject in our colttmns.

Recejved ALSO.—Tv. Walters; r. s. B.; C. 8. Cant; R. E. C.; ErnestJ. A. FitzRov;
Henry \Xlnght, juu.
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Peals rung with Hand-bells.

Sie,—In answer to ‘Young Cumberland’s * wonder that the performances
of the Liverpool hand-bell ringers’ peals not having been noticed, it seems
that they have not been thought worthy of any such notice, as perhaps it has
been thought that the speed of ringing 40 changes per minute speaks for
itself as incredible; and likewise not having any regard to the striking of the
bells ; and also that some one, or perhaps two, courses, as he intimates, may
have been omitted. | speak from experience in a similar performance.

York. Thomas Dixon, Member of A. S. C. Y.

Change-ringing at Stalybridge, Lancashire.

On Saturday, Oct. 21, four of the ehange-ringers of Ashton, with four
of Stalybridge, rang at Holy Trinity Church, Stalybridge, a peal of Kent
Treble Bob Major, consisting of 5088 changes. Composed and conducted by
Mr. James Wood, sen., and rung in 2 hrs. 50 mins., by the following:—
W. Faucitt, treble; H. Shaw, 2ud; J. Wood, sen., 3rd; J. Wood, jun., 4th;
E. Schofield, 5tli; S. Wood, Oth; R. Williams, 7th; S. Broadbent, tenor—
Reported.

Change-ringing at Betchworth, Surrey.

On Monday evening, Oct. 23rd, the following mixed company of ringers
visited the above parish church, and rang a peal of Oxford Treble Bob Minor,
containing 720 changes, being the first peal of minor rung on these hells. The
ripgers were —W. Tidey, treble ; J. Scarlett, 2nd; J. Bashford, 3rd; W.
Bone, 4th; W. Webb, 5th ; J. Burkin, tenor. Conducted by J. Burkin.—
Reported.

Society of Framland Ringers, Leicestershire.

The members of this Society met at Waltham on Oct. 25th ult. for united
practice. Buckminster, Croxton Kendal, Eaton, Melton Mowbray, Waltham,
each furnished a strong contingent. Several ‘touches’ were given during
the afternoon and evening. An evident improvement has been made since
the last meeting. After the work of the day was over the members all supped
together, at which many of the local clergy were present, including the Rev.
Henry Twells, rural dean. The accounts of the Society were audited and
other committee business transacted.—D. W. Baekett, Hon. Sec.

Change-ringing at St. Stephen’s, Hampstead, Middlesex.

On Saturday, Oct. 28, the following members of tbe Royal Cumberland
Society (late London Scholars) rang at the above church a peal of Stedman’s
Caters, containing 5079 changes, in 3 hrs. 30 mins. G. Newson, treble;
G. T. Hopkins, 2nd; J. Cox, 3rd; H. A. Hopkins, 4th; E. Steventon, 5th;
G. Harvey, Oth; E. Gibbs, 7th; W. Baron, 8th; J. Barrett, Oth; E. Chap-
man, tenor. This peal is an original composition by Mr. J. Cox, and was
conducted by Mr. G. Newson, being the firstpeal in the method on the bells.—
Reported.

Change-ringing at Wigan Parish Church, Lancashire.

On Saturday, Oct. 28th, five members of the Holy Trinity Society of
Change-ringers, Bqlton, assisted by Mr. George B.'"Walker of Wigan, rang on
the last six bells a peal of 720 changes, Bob Minor, conducted by Mr. W.
Jackson, Bolton, in 29 mins. Weight of tenor, 28 cwt. The ringers were—
FI. W. Jackson, 1st; H. Bently, 2nd; G. B. Walker, 3rd; J. H. Jackson, 4th;
J. Walsli, oth; W. Hamer, tenor. Afterwards a second peal was rang with
Mr. Jos. Prescot of Hindley. Time, 2Sf mins. The above two peals are
supposed to be the first on these bells with the tenor in. There were other
ringers from Bolton, Wigan, Westhoughton, and Hindley, who rang several
touches of Grandsire Triples on the eight bells, Mr. Jos. Prescot conducting.
—Reported.

Hand-bell Ringing at York.

On Saturday evening, Oct. 28, five of the York branch of the Ancient
Society of College Youths, also ofthe Yorkshire Association, met at the house
of Mr. Howard, Fetter Lane, York, and succeeded at the first attempt in the
difficult task of ringing upon the haud-bells 5000 changes of Kent Treble
Bob Royal, in 3 hrs. 17 mins., this being the first peal of Royal ever rang in
York. The members were stationed as follows:— T. Dixon. 1 and 2;
G. Breed, 3 and 4; C. Underwood, 5 and 6; W. Howard, 7 and 8; W. Mor-
rell, 9 and 10. The peal is the composition of H. Hubbard of Leeds, and
contains the 6th, its extent wrong and right, and was conducted by Mr. Thos.
Dixon, the truth ofit being attested by Mr. W. H. Howard.— Communicated.

Opening of the Ring of Bells at Bideford, Devon.

This ring, which has been out of order for some time, has been during the
last few months increased to eight; by the addition of two new trebles, cast by
Messrs. Abbott and Co. of the town. The opening, on Wednesday last, was
entrusted to the Guild of Devonshire Ringers. The following members
represented the Guild, and stood as below:—Rev. R. Troyte, E. Taylor, and
W. B. Fulford, treble (interchangeably); J. Baxter, 2nd; W. Banister, 3rd;
H. Paine, 4th; E. Chilcott, oth: A. Davey, 6th; S. Brock, 7th; H. Davey,
tenor. Weight of tenor, 10 cwt. 1 gr. 10 Ibs. Conductor, Mr. W. Banister.
Before service the following touches of Grandsire Triples were rung:—840,
504, 559, 336. At 11.30 Divine Service was held, when the Rev. R. Troyte, of
Porlock, Somerset, preached, taking for his text the 20th verse of the 14th
chapter of Zeehariah. After service the same hand rang touches of 672 and
559 of Grandsire Triples. In the afternoon a band from Merton rang some
good touches of Grandsire Doubles. Several other local hands did some
round-ringing during the afternoon and evening—Local Paper.

Received also.-- C. "W Troyte ; Jno. Spratt.
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CHURCH BELLS AND HOW TO USE THEM.
(Continuedfrom p. 588.)

Prize-ringing is a competition for money between different companies.
Surely such a competition in a church tower needs an apology. Is the church
a proper place, is a portion of the church fittings the proper implement, for a
competition for money ? If Hogarth, in the middle of the last century, could
depict gambling in the churchyard as a characteristic of his idle apprentice,
are Churchmen now to defend a competition for money within-the very walls
and in the use of the actual property of the Church? As a matter of ex-
perience, what happens with any amusement, or sport, when you bring
in money ? What would become of any boat-club, or any cricket-club, if
your matches were for money ? In the long run, can you find men to produce
money, without being repaid in some way, directly or indirectly ? At a prize-
ringing there is no gate-money, no tickets to sell; there is trade to he driven
with the ringers and the company who assemble. Are wc to accept tlie
patronage of the enthusiastic publican? The statement, that ringers can-
not be got without some such encouragement would be insulting, if it were
notso preposterous and so superabundantly refitted by facts as to be absurd.
How does the system work? There is one small district, and only one in
all England, where change-ringers take partin prize-ringings. At one such
meeting there met fourteen companies of eight; they rang for thirty con.
secutive hours. With these 112 ringers came any persons who chose;
around them gathered any and all who liked to make their meeting an
excuse for coming together. Is it possible to exercise any control over such
assemblies? Is it possible lor them to go on without gross abuses attending
mi them ? But apart from the fact that abuses are practically inevitable ;
apart from the fact that prize-ringing is proved by the most abundant ex-
perience to be useless to promote change-ringing, and to have its hold almost
exclusively among mere call-peal ringers, men wholly ignorant of true-ringing,
| do contend that to bring in money as the object of your meeting is to ex-
pose our pursuit to a risk which no other is, or has ever been, able to bear;
to gather men into the church tower to contest for money in the use of church
bells is an incongruity so very gross as to amountto irreverence; and to dangle,
‘Money 1money ! money 1’ before men’s eyes, as their one object, is an act
which is infallibly deteriorating to their character and tone of mind.

Sunday-ringing.—The sexton, or other person responsible for the bell at
eerviee-time, must be paid: for this conclusive reason, that such ringing is
done to order. You cannot expect men to meetregularly to chime; the workis
too monotonous and uninteresting, hence the great value of chiming hammers.
But as the highest and most distinctly proper use of church hells is to sum-
mon the worshippers and to do honour to holy times and services, it is most
natural to ask, ‘Cannot the hells he rung for these purposes?’ lretitis
indisputable that there is a very great deal of Sunday ringing, which has just
tire same connexion with the day, with the church, and with the services,
that Tenterden steeple has with the Goodwin Sauds, and no more. Men
who have the command of their evenings meet on Sunday to ring, because
it is their idle day. They may attend service or not, butthey get together
in the belfry, sometimes in the morning, generally in the late afternoon, be-
cause they have nothing else to do. Such ringing is not Church work, and is
not an amusement which | can sanction. But if you have a party of habitual
worshippers, who meet in the belfry to ring before church, take their places
in the congregation, and after service dismiss the congregation with ajoyous
peal; such ringing is to the parish atlarge that which the voluntary on the
organ is within the sacred walls. The indispensable points are these :
to connect the ringing with a service; to keep it subordinate to that service;
to prevent the belfry from being tlie lounging-plaee or play-ground of non-
worshippers; to prevent the ringing from degenerating into mere amusement.

At Pelham | had these rules:—No idlers in the belfry. Ring only a touch
which you know. Let all who ring, attend service. But as | looked round
the church to be sure of my men (and once only did I miss one, and his ab-
sence was explained), | used to notice frequently that members of the choir,
who had been ringing, would not coma up into the chancel, but sat in one of
the aisles exactly as they did on a week-day, when in their working clothes.
It is my belief that they did so because they felt hot, and thought that they
were not sufficiently tidy for tlie chancel.

On the whole | consider that Sunday-ringing must he confined to a few
parishes, and those exceptional; because the difficulties which surround the
practice are very numerous ; and, especially in the neighbourhood of towns,
very formidable.

Occasionsfor ringing.—Any time when there is service, or when a service
might be held without irreverence. But if the occasion be such that it would
he irreverent to open tlie church for service, then it will be improper to open
the tower for ringing. .

The next paper was by C. A. W. Troyte, Esq., Huntsham Court, Devon.

He deplored that ringers and their art were sometimes looked down upon,
and continued,—There are few of the qualities God has givento man which are
not exercised and improved by the practice of his art. Patiencein learning and
teaching; sharpness of eye and ear in practising ; strength of muscle, and skill
and judgment to apply that strength, so that the exact amount maybe used—
not one ounce too much or too little—for many thousand strokes of his bell.
For those who ring long peals, presence of mind, endurance, .and memory, and
a power of concentrating the attention on one subject for long periods, which
one would believe impossible if one did not know what could he done hy
constant practice. Yet it is an extraordinary thing that in many parishes
where, from the parson and most influential inhabitants down to the school
children, every one is proud of the bells, and loves to hear them, few but
the ringers themselves care what goes on in the steeple, or know anything
about the ringing, the state of the bells, or the character of those who
perform upon them.

Happily for the honour of God’ house, the’credit of the clergy, and of the
Established Church itself, this state of things is altering for the better; pnd

Church Bells.

595

more general interest is taken in the bells and in the ringers than used to he.
It is no longer allowed as a rule that the ringers should he the roughs of
the parish, and that, as such, they should be banished to a dirty loft in the
tower, there to drink and smoke as they please; though, unfortunately, this
state of things has not altogether vanished.

Many of my hearers are doubtless not aware of tbe gulfwhich separates
what is called ordinary ramd-ringiag and what we call <oiyoringing. The
learning of the various "methods by which change-ringing is produced is a
matter of impossibility to some men, others go only a very short way in the
art, and, of course, others attain a greater or less proficiency. Any man, how-
ever dull his intellect, can learn to do what is called round-ringing. There
is no head or brain work connected with it from beginning to end. Few men
of ordinary intellect! I feel sure, could be got to practise rounds and set
changes to any extent; and it is because of the utter dreariness and dullness
of the work that we so often find that round-ringers are a 1bad lot,” that with
them hells get out of order, and the steeple becomes a dirty loft," degrading to
those who use it, and a disgrace to the church to which it belongs.

There are few parishes which do not possess a sufficient number of
respectable and intelligent young men to ling the bells in the proper way,
and to put them to their full use hy practising change-ringing upon them.

I may say, | trust, without being charged with egotism, that | have
enjoyed, and been proficient in many sports and pastimes ; I am at least a
keen sportsman, and, for the encouragement of would-be change-ringers, |
may say that some of my happiest and most exciting moments have been in
the church tower. The excitement lest a ‘crab ’should be caught in a boat-
race, a catch sent at the end of a cricket-match, a shoe thrown towards the
end of ‘the best run ofthe”~seasonto any of thesemay be fairly compared the
end of apeal. Let it be only remembered that eight or ten men assemble
in the tower, and that their object is to ring a peal by more or less difficult
methods (consisting of over 5000 changes at the rate of about twenty-four a
minute, and probably lasting over three hours), the slightest carelessness,
manual or mental, on the part of any one of the hand, the conductor missing
a call, or perhaps making one a second too soqn or tqq late, a little extra
fatigue, the breaking of a rope, or the want of oil-in the lamp; any one of
these accidents may happen : should they do so one half minute before the
end, the peal may be lost (i.e. the completeness and success of the attempt),
and the ringers leave the tower a defeated party. It must be remembered
also that the mind has quite as much, indeed more to do with this than the
muscles, that bodily fatigue acts much on the mind—any bodily fatigue
increases, of course, towards the end of a peal—and that, therefore, the nearer
you get to the end of it the greater your chance of losing it. But a man
need not necessarily be a ‘peal-nngeP (the technical term for a man who
goes in for these long peals), to enjoy all the greatest pleasure of change-
ringing. Is he fond of music? here he has it, and to the change-ringer’s
ear there is as much difference in various touches and compositions on bells
as in various tunes on any other instrument. Is he an athlete ? here he can
exercise all the muscles of his body. Is he both ? he combines -the two. To
many there is also an indescribable charm in the study for the methods and
compositions by which changes are produced, and, I think, last and greatest
of its charms, it may be a great Church-work.

When so many poets have written and musicians sung of the tales told by
the bells, it should be unnecessary for me to point out how the teaching of
our Church may be heralded from our steeples. The merry peals at Christ-
mas, the muffled peal which should be rung on Good Friday, the silence now
so often enforced during Lent, and in many other ways, may they not be
made to proclaim to ears that would not hear tbe Church’ story ?

How then is it that they are so often allowed to most despicable of uses ?
To ring for the races,—to ring because one sewage scheme is passed and
another rejected,-—because this gentleman is returned to and that turned
out from the Town Council,—and, worst of all, to be rung whole days and
nights in miserable ups and downs and rounds and rounds in contests for a
few paltry money prizes got up by beer-house keepers !

This latter and most grievous misuse of the church hells is one on which,
as president of the Devon Guild of Ringers, | am bound to say a few words.
Our Guild lias for one of its main objects the abolition of prize-ringing, and
the grounds we go upon are these —In the first place, we. consider it most
unfit that God’s house should be made a contest at all.

In the second place, it does distinct harm to the cause of belfry reform in
all its aspects. It prevents the ringers from looking on the tower as part of
God’s house ; it prevents them from caring to improve themselves as ringers
further than what is the smallest part of all ringing, that of pulling the bells
up and down, and ringing a few rounds and call-changes.

In the third place, they are invariably got up by the publicans, and lead, to
drunkenness, fighting, ancl all kinds of excesses. Thus, with the permission
of God’s appointed minister, the actual guardian of these instruments dedi-
cated to His service, they are handed over on these occasions to be used for
tbe desecration of God’s house, and to be the direct cause of many of the sins
which, Sunday hy Sunday, we are told to he most displeasing in His sight!

I cannot believe that such things would ever be allowed if the case were
understood, and | trust, as a layman, | may be excused for having brought
before this Congress the fact that nearly every church toiver in England
possesses amost beautiful instrument, which may be the means of doing much
good or an immensity of harm; the performers on which will, probably, bo
respectable and intelligent men, or men of a class morally and intellectually
inferior, according to the nature of the work they do ; that of two classes of
work to be done on this instrument, one almost must lower the performers,
the other may and should raise and improve them ; and I trust | am not pre-
suming on the accident which brings ms here when I make an earnest appeal
to those who have tht entire power over the hells, to encourage with all their
great influence the practice of the higher of these two, and at least to use the
absolute power of veto which they possess to put an end to the abuses which

stjjj so largely wpst ift
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Muffled Peal at Norwich.

On Friday evening, Oct. 20th, a muffled peal was rung at St. Peter Man-
eroft, Norwich, as a last token of respect to Sir. Robert Newman Burrell, who
for forty years had held the office of sexton of St. Martin at Oak parish, and
had been for forty-four years a member of St. Peter Mancroft Company of
Ringers. He died on Sunday, 15th ult., very suddenly, and was interred in
the churchyard of St. Martin at Oak. He was greatly respected and deservedly
regretted by all who knew him.—jReported.

Muffled Touch at W alsall, Staffordshire.

On the 30th October, eight of the Walsall ringers rang at St. Matthew’,
Walsall, a touch of Grandsire Triples, containing 1876 changes, in 1 hr.
11 mins. J. Bird, treble; H. Mills, 2nd; E. Lightwood, 3rd; J. Astbury,
sen., 4th; D. Chapman, 5th; J. Westley, Oth; W. Hallsworth, 7th; E.
Taylor, tenor. The clappers were muffled on one side as a token of respect
for the late Mr. John Britain, forty years a member of the Society. Composed
and conducted by W. HallsworUi.—Reported.

Mourning Peal at Hyde, Cheshire.

On Monday evening, October 30th, the members of the Society of Change-
ringers of St. George’s Church, Hyde, rang as a token of esteem and respect
to the late William Royle, who was upwards of 45 years a ringer of St. John’s
Church, Manchester, a touch of as many changes as the deceased had lived
months, viz. 756 Grandsire Triples. The ringers were:—J. Wilde, jun.,
treble; H. Rostron, 2nd; C. Ashworth, 3rd; T. Wilde, jun., 4th ; P. Beard,
5th; W. Beeley, Oth ; S. Bennet, 7th; T. Wilde, sen., tenor. Composed and
conducted by H. Rostron. —Reported.

A Date Touch at Burton-on-Trent.

On Tuesday, October 31st, five members of the Parish-Cimrck Bell-
ringing Society, assisted by three of the St. Paul’s Society, rang a touch of
1870 Grandsire Triples in 1 hr. 15 mins., being the longest touch on these
bells since 1839. The ringers wereF . Broughton, treble; W. Royals, 2nd;
T. Leach, 3rd; F. Bullock, 4th ; J. Walker, 5th; W. Potts, Oth; W. Fearney-
hough, 7th; J. Leach, tenor. Conducted by W. Royals. Weight of tenor,
25 cwt.— Local Paper.

Change.ringing by Members of the Ancient Society of
College Youths.

On Saturday, Nov. 4th, the St. Peter’, Sheffield, branch of this Society,
with Jasper W. Snowdon, Esq., of llkley, rang at St. Peter’s, Sheffield, 5021
changes of Grandsiro Caters, in 3 hrs. 33 mins. C. Bower, treble; G. Potter,
2nd; J. Bowbotham, 3rd; J. W. Snowdon, 4th; W. Booth, 5th; S. Nadin,
Cth; G. Wilson, sen., 7th; H. C. Steer, 8th; T. Hattersley, Oth; G. Wilson,
jun., tenor. The peal was composed by C. H. Hattersley and conducted by
T. Hattersley. Weight of tenor, 41 cwt.—Reported.

Ringing at Hythe, Kent.

Mb. Teoyte of Huntsham Court, and his brother, Mr. J. E. Acland-Troyte,
of the 4th King's Own Regiment, who are staying at Hythe, assembled at
Hythe Church on Saturday, Nov. 4th, as they had done at Ashford Church on
the previous Saturday, a party of tlie mostreputed bell-ringers in East Kent,
for the purpose of going through a series of performances on the bells in the
tower. The two gentlemen took part in the performance, which was as usual
conducted hy Mr. J. Friend, and comprised some fine touches of Kent Treble
Bob Major, Grandsire Caters, and Grandsire Triples.—Local Paper.

Yorkshire Association.

On Saturday, Nov. 4tk, eight members of this Association rang at St.
Peter's Church, Otley, a true peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, consisting of
5280 changes, in 3 hrs. and 15 mins. It was composed and conducted by
Mr. Lister Cawood of Otley. The ringers were: — C. Ralph, treble; J. Lock-
wood, 2nd; F. Marsden, 3rd; H. Hubbard, jun., 4th; J. McGowen, 5th;
T. Lockwood, 0th; L. Cawood, 7tli; J. Winder, tenor. Weight of tenor,
16 ewt.—Reported.

New Bells at Denholme, Yorkshire.

On Saturday, Nov. 4th, 1876, the new ring of eight bells, recently set up
at St. Paul’s Church, Denholme, Yorkshire, by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank
of London, was opened by ringers from St. John’s Church, Bradford, who
rang a touch of 1870 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major. J. Angus, treble;
J. Naylor, 2nd ; J. Fisher, 3rd; W. Swain, 4th ; N. Binns, 5th ; J. Hardcastle,
6th; J. Cheetham, 7th; T Dixon, tenor. Weight of tenor, 15 cwt., in F.
Time, 1 hr. 7 mins.—Reported.

The Guild of Devonshire Ringers.

A Meetino of the Committee was held in Exeter on November 7th, Vice-
President Rev. C. S. Bere in the chair. The following resolutions, among
others, were agreed to:—1. ‘That a vote of thanks should be conveyed to the
Yorkshire Association of Change-ringers fortheir resolution of April 22nd last.”
2. ‘That it is desirable to introduce tbe subject of “ Church Bells” at the
Church Congress of 1877.” 3. ‘That tho subject should be treated (a) as a
branch of Church Work; (i) Historically; and (c) Scientifically.” 4. ‘That
a General Meeting be held on either December 27th or 2Sth, as may be locally
most convenient.” 5. 1That the Guild undertake to pay the travelling ex-
penses of members attending the General Meeting, and to provide performing
members with dinner tickets at Is. each.” Reports were brought up of the
ringing at the opening or reopening of the rings at Uplyme, Kingsbridge,
lIfraeoanbe, Meavy, and Bideford. J. L. Langdon Fvifokd, Hon. Sec.
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Me. Tboyte’s paper was followed by an address from the Rev. F. H.
Fisher, M.A., Rural Dean, Vicar of Fulham, Chaplain to the Bishop of
London. He commenced by explaining the difference between chiming and
ringing, and gave it as his opinion that the hells in our English Church
towers were always meant to he rung.

1With this preface,” he continued, ‘I would venture to lay before you what
appears to me to be the properuses of church bells—that is to say, the
occasions on which they ought to be, or may be, properly used.

‘1st. | should always put as their chief and primary use, to summon our
people to church. | regard the bells as the external voice of the Church, as
Catholic as the Church itself. All will not come to hear our service of praise
within the walls, they cannot avoid hearing the summons from the tower. |
know it has been said that bells ought only to he chimed for service. “ To the
church I summon all,” is the legend on the tenor bell which I know best, and
no one can persuade me, that when that bell of more than a ton weight was
founded with that legend, its founder intended that its summoning voice
should only he heard in the subdued doubtfulness of chiming. It is quite
possible there may be exceptional circumstances which may make the practice
undesirable. One reason often urged against it is, that the physical exertion
is such as to unfit the ringers immediately afterwards to attend the service.
But with the bells well hung, and the touch not too long, this reason is not
a valid one. A much more serious danger is that the belfry may become a
lounge for non-church-goers ; the obvious precaution against such an evil is,
that there should he among the ringers some one of weight and authority,
and that the ringers themselves, who are practically masters of the situation,
should be taught to regard highly both the dignity of their office and the
sanctity of the ringing-chamber.

‘2nd. The Church's voice should be lifted up, especially on her great
festivals. The higher festivals might be marked hy either a short touch in
the early morning, or before one of the early celebrations; and the penitential
seasons might he marked by the ringing giving place to the less joyous
chiming.

‘Then, 3rd. There are occasions when most appropriately our hells may
send forth in public our national joys and sorrows.

‘So, also, Jthly. It is right that on certain occasions, the voice of the
Church should be heard proclaiming the happiness or the losses of her
faithful children. Tho joyous peal would proclaim to all his neighbours the
family joys of some parishioner, the solemn muffled peal would bespeak their
sympathy in times of bitter bereavement. Only it must be remembered
carefully to what joys and sorrows the Church’s voice may proclaim her
sympathy. They must be such as connect the private life with the privileges
and offices of the Church.

‘And if it is kept in mind that the sound of our hells is tlie external voice
of the Church, we shall be in no danger of desecrating them by making them
speak on common and profane occasions, as they often in many places have
done in past years. For instance, the Church, as such, cannot rejoice over
the return of a parishioner to represent a portion only of a constituency
in Parliament, although she may very well express her gladness at the
safe return from travel of some one whose position gives him influence,
or the happy coming of age of one upon whose after-life much of the hap-
piness of his native place may depend. The difficult points which will arise
will be most easily met, by remembering that the bells speak for all and to all,
and that their voice is the Church's note of feeling.

‘1 come now to a different and rather more difficult branch of my subject.
I have said that the attainment of proficiency in ringing is in itself a source
of amusement. The question then naturally arises, How can we justify the
use of the Church’s goods and the awakening of what | have called the
Church’s voice merely for amusement, or as a trial of skill and endurance ?
We can easiest find an answer in a comparison between the churek-choir and
the bell-ckoir.”

From this comparison the speaker deduced the principle that as the
practice of the siDging choir was allowable in church, so the practice of the
ringing choir might be allowed in the church towers, care being taken that
the annoyance to the neighbourhood he reduced as much as possible by the
use of hand-bells or by testing the clappers. He also held that the occasional
ringing of a peal or of shorter touches in an intricate method for pleasure, or
the exercise of their skill, was allowable, hut considered that such ringing for
pleasure was not desirable on Sunday-

He concluded as follows:—“l should be anxious to impress upon all who
have the custody of church bells the great advantage of taking a personal
interest in them and in those who ring them. No one should be allowed to ring
the church’s bells who is not a hondjide member of the Church, ancl who does
not take a pleasure in devoting whatever talent he may have to the service of
the church and the glory of God. Let the bells themselves and the ringing-
chamber he kept clean and in such order and decency as becomes the house
of God. The same attention should be bestowed upon the selection of the
ringers as upon that of the ckoir-men; and | may add, the same position
ought to be granted to them in the organization of the Church-workers of the
parish; hut that subject | leave to others, my object has been only to en-
deavour to lay clown some principles to guide those who have the care of
belfries in discerning what are the proper uses to which the church bells may
be applied, and in avoiding thereby such abuses as have unfortunately so
often disgraced our church towers.’

(To be continued.)

Received also.—John Birkin : we are sorry for the errors, they are not ours—too
late to mend. J. Spratt. Our kind eorres;oudeots are requested to have patience.
Reports cannot be inserted immediate_lly. Jasper Snowdon. Henry Hopkins : please to
explain the error. M. J.: no name. The only cure for cracked bells is the founder's
furnace. J. Wilkinson ; and others.
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Ringing at Wollaston, W orcestershire.

On Wednesday, Nov. 1st, the Clent Society of Change-ringers rang at
St. James’s Church 720 changes of Oxford Treble Bob, being the first of that
method rung on the bells. The ringers were:—M. Shilrock, treble: T.
Barber, 2nd; C. Maycroft, 3rd; G. Workman, 4th; W. Huxley, 5th; C.
Boughton, tenor (who conducted). Time, 25 mins. At the same time the
same party rang 720 of Kent Treble Bob in 25 mins.—Reported.

Royal Cumberland Society (late London Scholars).

On Saturday evening, Nov. 4th, eight members of this Society rang” at
St. George’s Church, Camberwell, a peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, containing
505G changes, in 3 hrs. 3 mins. The peal, particulars of which will be found
below, is an original composition by Mr. Hy. Dains of London; and as a
testimony to the usefulness of Church Bells, it is only fair to add that the
composer of this peal gained most of his knowledge in that very interesting
branch of the science by studying closely the papers by Jasper W. Snowdon,
Esq., on Proof of ‘Treble Bob Major,”and the “In’and ‘Out’course of the
Changes, published in Church Bells, 1874. Mr. George Newson conducted
the ringing. *Messrs. Newson and Dains, as Master and Secretary of this
Society, now both rank as composers, and thus well fill the most prominent
positions in it, and for their assiduity in pursuit of ringing were recently
unanimously re-elected to those royal posts. The ringers were:—It. E. Gibbs,
(his first peal), treble; J. Cox, 2nd; E. Gibbs, 3rd; C. T. Hopkins, 4th;
G. Harvey, 5th; H. Dains, Gth; J. Barrett, 7th; G. Newson, tenor.

Particulars of the Peal.

28 5

52304 2
25403 — 12
53402 1 2
33405 1 2
34C35 1 —22
3C245 1 —22
42Co05 1 — 2
24536 — 12
3534c¢C 12
4352e¢ 1— 2
05324 2—11
632at4 12
36452 — 12
02453 2—10
2345¢C 2 12

Change-ringing at Garboldisham, Norfolk.

On Sunday, Nov. 5th, a muffled peal of 720 Plain Bob changes -was
rung after the afternoon service, as a tribute of respect to the memory of a
young lady of the parish, who, after a long illness, fell asleep on October the
29th. The ringers were:—Rev. C. L. Kennaway, Rector, treble; W. West,
2nd; W. Reeve, jun., 3rd; W. Reeve, sen., 4th; E. Bennett, 5th; J. Bennett,
tenor. Conducted hy E. Bennett. Weight of tenor, 12 cwt.—Reported.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association at Holbeck.

On Saturday, Nov. 11th, the Society rang at St. Matthew’s, Holbeck, Leeds,
5248 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major, in 3 hrs. 7 mins. G. Fothergill,
treble ; J. Lockwood, 2nd; J. Macintosh, 3rd ; J. Whittaker, 4th; H. Hubbard,
jun, 5th; J. Dixon, Gth; J. W. Snowdon, Esq., 7th; J. Winder, tenor. The
peal, which was composed by Mr. W. Harrison of Mottram, and conducted by
J. W. Snowdon, is in one part with the sixth its extent at home; this bell is
also ten-course ends in that place, being, it is believed, the first peal ever
composed or rung having this property, without the tenors being separated.
Weight of tenor, 16 cwt.—Reported.

Ringing at St. John’s, W aterloo Road, London.

On Wednesday. Nov. 15th, the undermentioned members of the "Waterloo
Society rang a true peal of Stedman’s Triples, containing 5040 changes, in
2 hrs. 52 mins. Ringers :—John Cox, treble; W. Hovercl, 2nd ; W. Baron,
«3rd; H. A. Hopldns, 4th; D. Stackwood, 5th; H. Dains, 6th; G. R. Banks,
7th ; Wr. Best, tenor. Conducted hy John Cox.— Reported.

Ringing at Betchworth, Surrey.

Sir,—In answer to Church Bells of the 18th, we wish it to be known that
the Royal Cumberland Society (late London Scholars) rang the first two peals
of Minor on the hells at Betchworth. The peal that was rung on Monday,
Oct. 23rd, was the first peal of Oxford Treble Bob Minor, but not the first peal
on the bells. Henry Hopkins.

The Cox Testimonial Fund.

Sir,— By request | beg to acknowledge the receipt of the following:—
Already ann o UNCed e £20 13 0
Bobert Tuke, Esq., llkley, Hon. Treasurer of York-

shire Association of Ckange-ringers 110
St. Martin’s Society of Ckange-ringers, Birmingham,

per Mr. Hy. Johnson, sen. . 010 O
Mr. Jas. Barber, General Manager of Belfast and

County Down Bailway, Ireland 0 5 0
Mr. Yv. Hinton, Builder, &c., Cirencester 0 5 0
A Friend, Dundee, Scotland, per H. A. Hopkins 0 5 0
Mr. J. Billing, Clerkenwell Society 0 2 6
Mr. Geaussent, L 0 N d 0 N ooereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen 0 2 0

St. Martin’s Lane, London, W. C. Hy. Daihs, Hon. Sec.

Received also.— Robert Williams: deferred.

W. Barry;
Certificates and Emblems 1*
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The Rev. B. L. Langdon Fulford, M.A., Curate of Brodbrey, Devon,
followed. He said:—

The portion of the subject which devolves upon me is, the question of
ringing as viewed in connexion with tbe Church at large. In the systematic
employment of the laity in the various portions of Church-work the ringers
have been almost universally forgotten, because the clergy have become
ignorant of the art which in former ages ofthe Church they practised; and
the duty of summoning the people to the worship of God has devolved upon
a class of men in, alas! too many cases, known only as the greatest drunkards
and roughest men in the parish—persons who, after having called others” to
church, put on their coats and walk away, to return and do the same thing
again before the next service; but who are rarely, if ever, to be seen amongst
the congregation.

But higher things seem in store. The ringers themselves of those places
where a happier state of things has prevailed have excited a desire after better
things in adjoining parishes. They have convinced the clergy, churchwardens,
and other influential parishioners, that belfry reform must be encouraged, and
that the ringers demand recognition hy the authorities of the Church.

It is a trite saying that ‘Union is strength.” | would argue further, that
the bond of union is the strongest which is diocesan.

The ringers must have the opportunity of meeting with their fellows, and
of learning how things are done outside the boundaries of their own parish ;
they will see the prospects or the perfection of others in the deep science
of ringing, and they will endeavour to emulate them, to reform abuses, and
to raise the position of themselves and ringers generally in the eyes of re-
spectable people ; and above all, to be putin their true place as recognised
Church-workers. Then, and not till then, will the belfry be esteemed as it is,
as much consecrated ground as the rest of the church, and he cared for accord-
ingly ; then, and not till then, will the ringers he of the same class as the
singers, and known as regular and devout worshippers, communicants, and
consistent Churchmen in their daily lives and conduct.

| earnestly plead, therefore, for the recognition of ringers hy the Church
at large—making societies either coterminous with deaneries, archdeaconries,
or (far better than either) dioceses. -Certain things are necessary before such
combinations can be successful. There must be found men of good social
position, who can bring to bear upon tlie counsels of the Society not merely
the benefit of their advice, but likewise their practical acquaintance with
scientific ringing. Then the hearty sympathy and co-operation of Church
authorities, whether rural deans, archdeacons, or bishops, must be sought for,
and surely cannot be refused. The next step should he to convene a meeting
of all those who are known to the promoters to he interested”in hell-ringing,
and are endeavouring after improvement in their own belfries; agree upon
rules, elect officers, and float the Society; and, with a few earnest workers
among the officers, it cannot fail to make its way. The Society having been
formed, its modus operandi must depend upon the extent of the district com-
prised within it. But its meetings will consist of two kinds—namely, general
and district. The former will afford an opportunity of the assembling together
in the worship of God in the belfry, and at the social gathering of persons
of various classes of society, and of proficiency as lingers, to the great encou-
ragement of those who meetwith opposition in their laudable effort* at home,
or are inclined to become disheartened at the many difficulties which are ever
tempting the conductor of a young hand to despond.

The smaller meetings will be found useful as affording means of practising
scientific ringing, and accustoming the various bands to the use of other bells
than those in the steeple of their parish church. But, above all, such com-
binations of men, engaged in an important branch of Church-work, will tend to
deepen their view of the responsibilities of their office, and make them realise
that the charge that all things are to be done decently and in order, is not
only for the saerariums or chancels of our churches, but reaches even to the
belfry. Such societies will render possible the presence of the parish priest
in tbe belfry at many impressive times.

They will enable bells to be dedicated to the service of God and His Church
with befitting ceremonies, which will declare plainly that their purpose is to
conduce to the glory of God, and to proclaim the advent of such joys and
sorrows of individuals as are connected with their lives as Christians.

In another way the duty of the Church towards the ringers has been im-
perfectly fulfilled. The annual supervision by the rural dean of the fabrics
and ornaments of our churches has rarely, until of late years, extended to the
belfries or bell-chambers; and churchwardens, zealous enough, it may he, in
their efforts to keep the House of God in as substantial repairs as the funds
at their disposal will allow, have yet neglected the steeple, until the sur-
rounding tokens of carelessness and indifference have had their effect upon
the ringers, and have prevented the more respectable parishioners from
entering the tower.

Church restoration has gone on vigorously in this century, and improve-
ment in the mode of conducting Divine Service has come with it. Let the
Church of England put the noble rings of her parochial steeples in order, and
we shall see a like change in the character of the ringers as is discernible in
the case of members of our choirs.

Ere | conclude, I would venture to suggest that a recognition of the
ringers as Church-workers by Bishops on the occasions of their visits- to the
different parishes would he highly esteemed. It would require a far more
extensive increase of the Episcopate than is at all probable to do this on all
occasions, or even frequently; hut surely opportunities do occur when a passing
sojourn in a parish would afford opportunity to a bishop of meeting all those
who are engaged in various branches of Church-work, and of giving them a
word of encouragement, and making them feel that, however lowly their work
may be in the eyes of the world, it is the work of God, and as such is oi
value in the estimation of our Fathers in God.
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