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Sir ,— Can any of your readers kindly send me a copy of a set of rules that 

have been found to work well for, (X) a Working Men’s Club and Reading-room; 
(3 ) a Clothing and Boot Club ; (3 ) a Coal Club; and (4) for the Belfry ?

Moreton Pinkney, Banbury. T h e  V i c a r .

S i r ,— W ill you allow me through your columns to thank those who have 
so kindly replied to my letter o f the 18th inst.? J. S. H . Ch a m b e r la in .

Sormead Vicarage, Buntingford.
1 A. E. J.’ will be much obliged i f  any one could give her the address of 

any establishment where fancy-work done by ladies is sold, and what com­
mission they charge for selling it.

‘ A  Constant R e ad er  ’ desires a Commentary upon the Epistles of 
St. Paul in plain, easy language, suited to young servants and agricultural 
labourers.

[ ‘ Constant Reader ’ does not say what Commentaries he has already tried. 
W e should have thought that the S.P . C. K. New Testament Commentary, 
vol. ii., would have suited any persons who are at all able profitably to use a 
Commentary. There are clearly some to whom no Commentary would be of 
any use, and these would be best instructed in Bible classes.— Ed.]

Sir,— In  answer to Mr. Chamberlain’s inquiry in your Number of Nov. 18, 
about Penny Banks and Lying-in Clubs, I  would recommend him, and all 
your other readers who take interest in such matters, to refer to the Rev. 
H . B. Blogg, Ch. Ch. Oxford, Hon. Secretary of the Oxfordshire Provident 
Knowledge Society, for the best information as to the form er; and to the 
Hon. Secretary of the Oxford Provident Dispensary, No. 0 Church Street, 
St. Ebbe’s, Oxford, for a plan in connexion with that Institution for the latter. 
A letter appeared in the Church-of-England Sunday-school Magazine for Nov. 
giving very full details for the management of Penny Banks. They should 
always be in connexion wit!i the Post-office Savings’ Banks.

St. Mary Magdalene, Oxford. H . A . H ar v e y .
‘ L. C. F.’s ’ query shall he inserted i f  she will repeat it with her name and 

address for publication.
‘ E. C. — W e cannot undertake to forward letters. I f  you wish to invite 

a correspondence von had better let your full name and address appear with 
your letter.

‘ W. G. W .’— Write to the Church-of-England Sunday-school Institute for 
their Catalogue, or to the S. P . C. K.

1 W. Sto ne .’— W e cannot say whether they are likely to he published 
separately.

1 J. W. G ib b s .’— N o.
‘ H . H . I I . ’— The verses by A. E. Hamilton are published, under the name 

of Octaves, by William McGee, 18 Nassau Street, Dublin.
‘ R ev. Frederick G. M. P owell.'— W e fear we could do no good by 

noticing the abominable practice of which you complain.
I f ‘.Margaret ’ will read the Notices of Books which appear in our columns 

nearly every week she will probably find some book suitable to her purpose.
‘ John  S. M ayson .’— ‘ A. H .’ and ‘ A. E. Ham ilton’ are the same.

R e c e i v e d  a l s o .— G. B. Brightling; E. W.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G I N G .

R in g in g  at St. S tephen ’ s, W estm inster.
O n  Monday, Nov. 13th, eight members of the Ancient Society of College 

Youths rang a true peal of Stedman’s Triples, consisting of 5040 changes, in 
3 hrs. 10 mins. at the above church. The ringers were:—-J. Pettit, treble;
G. Muskett, 2nd; F. Bate ; 3rd; S. Reeves, 4 tli; 11. French, 5th ; M. Hayes, 
6th ; E . Horrex, 7th ; T . Bugby, tenor. Mr. M . Hayes conducted the peal.—  
Reported.

Change-ringing at Yo rk  M inster.
O n  Tuesday, Nov. 14tli, on the Minster bells, a true peal of Kent Treble 

Bob Major was rung by eight members of the Ancient Society of College 
Youths, established 1637, containing 5184 changes, composed by Mr. H . 
Hubbard of Leeds, with the 24-867’s, 24-786’s, and 24—678’s, and was com­
pleted in 3 hrs. 9 mins. by the following band:— M. West, treb le; Wm. 
Bean, 2nd; Wm. West, 3rd; C. Underwood, 4th; Wm. Howard, Sth; Wm. 
Morrell, Cth; Thos. Dixon, 7th; Wm. H. Howard, tenor. The peal was con­
ducted by Thos. Dixon. W eight of tenor, 18 cwt.— Reported.

Also, on Thursday following, in honour of the election of the Lord Mayor, 
Mr. Alderman Melrose, eight members of the York Minster Society of Ckange- 
ringers rang on the Cathedral bells a true peal of Kent Treble Boh Major, 
consisting of 5184 changes, in 3 hrs. 9 mins. The members were stationed 
in the following order:— T . Dixon, treble; Wm. Bean, 2nd; G. Breed, 
3rd; J. Underwood, 4th; Wm. H . Howard, 5th; Abraham Haigh, 6th; 
Wm. Howard, 7th; C. Underwood, tenor. I t  was composed by T. Lockwood 
of Leeds, and conducted by C. Underwood. Weight o f tenor, 18 cwt.— Local 
P a p e r .

M uffled  P ea l at St. John’ s, M anchester.
O n  Saturday, Oct. 14th. were buried the remains of Mr. W illiam Boyle, of 

the Ancient Society o f College Youths, London. For more than forty years 
he was a ringer at St. John’s Church, Manchester : he and Ms father together 
had been connected with the church for little less than a century. Mr. 
Royle’s fame, not only as a linger, but as one of the greatest composers of the 
day in ringing, attracted a large number of ringers from the city and the 
adjoining towns, to pay the last tribute of respect to one so much respected. 
After the service at the grave, in accordance with the custom, five o f the oldest 
ringers rang, with hand-bells, a plain course of Grandsire Caters over his 
graye; and on Saturday, N oy. l lt l i ,  a touch of Grandsire Caters was rung at

the Cathedral in 35 mins., consisting of 750 changes (corresponding with the 
number of months that Mr. Royle lived). The ringers were:— Messrs. W. 
Cross, treble; Leather, 2nd; Holdgate, 3rd; Yates, 4th ; Lowcoclc, 5th; 
Brazier, 0th ; Grimshaw, 7th ; Astbury, jun. 8t l i ; .Cachus, 9th; Withers, tenor. 
Conducted by Mr. Cross. Weight of tenor, 25 cwt.; key, D.— Reported.

R in g in g  at St. G iles ’s, Cripplegate.
O n  Monday, Nov. 20th, twelve members o f the Ancient Society of College 

Youths rang at St. Giles’s, Cripplegate, a true peal o f Stedman’s Cinques, 
consisting of 5014 changes, in 3 hrs. 52 mins. The hand was as under:—  
H. W. Haley, sen. treble; H . Haley, jun. 2nd ; G. Muskett, 3rd; J. Pettit, 
4th; R. Jameson, 5th; G. Mash, 6th; R. Haworth, 7th; M. A. Wood, 8th ;
E. Horrex, 9th; J. M. Hayes, 10th; H . Booth, 11th; W. Greenleaf, tenor. 
Weight of tenor, 30 cwt.; key, C. The above was composed and called by 
H. W. Haley.— Reported.

St. Saviour’ s, W a ltham stow , Essex.
On Friday, Nov. 24th, the following members of the Ancient Society of 

College Youths rang the late Mr. John Holt’s original peal of Grandsire 
Triples, consisting of 8040 changes, having two doubles in the last four 
leads, in 2 hrs. 49 m ins.:— J. C. Davidson, treble ; T. Page, 2nd ; G. Grim- 
wade, 3rd; S. Reeves, 4th; H. Page, Sth; C. H. Jessop, Otli: J. Pettit, 7th; 
H . Greenleaf, tenor. Weight of tenor, 16 cwt. The peal, which is the first 
rung on these hells, was conducted by Mr. J. Pettit.—Reported.

R in g in g  at St. G eorge ’ s, Cam berwell, Surrey.
On Monday, Nov. 20th, eight members of the Royal Cumberland Society 

(late London Scholars) rang at the above church Holt’s original one-part 
peal o f Grandsire Triples, containing 5080 changes, in 3 hrs. 3 mins. The 
ringers were:— H. Windley (his first peal), treble; G. Newson, 2nd; D. 
Stackwood, 3rd; T. Gleed, 4th; F. P. Knipe, Esq. 5th; E . Gibbs, Oth; 
J. Page, 7th ; A. Kirk (his first peal), tenor. Conducted by Mr. G. Newson. 
— Reported.

R in g in g  at R edenhall, N orfo lk .
On Friday, Nov. 17th, eight members of the Redenhall Society, being 

also members of the Royal Cumberland Society of London, rang 5040 changes 
o f Double Norwich Court Bob on the hells of St. Mary’s Church, Redenhall, 
in 3 hrs. 20 mins. The peal was composed and conducted by Mr. Ben­
jamin Smith, and rung by the following hand :— B. Smith, treble ; G. Prince, 
2nd; Rev. N. Bolingbroke, 3rd; R. Whiting, 4th ; E. Smith, Sth ; G. Holmes, 
Esq. Cth; J. Smith, 7th ; Capt. Moore, tenor. W eight of tenor, 24 cwt.; in 
the key of E flat.— Reported.

St. Jam es’s Society, Lon don .
O n  Saturday, Nov. 18, eight members of the above Society rang the late 

Mr. John Holt’s one-part peal of Grandsire Triples, comprising 5040 changes, 
in 2 hrs. 47 mins. The ringers were :— J. W. Cattle, treble; C. T . Hopkins, 
2nd; H.. Hopkins, 3i’d ; R. Erench, 4th; J. M. Routh, Esq., 5th; E. A .  P. 
Knipe, Esq., Cth; D. Stackwood, 7th ; W. Best, tenor. Conducted by Mr. 
J. W. Cattle, who is supiposed to be the youngest conductor in the kingdom. 
— Reported.

R in g in g  at St. M atth ew ’ s, U p p er Clapton, M idd lesex.
O n  Monday, Nov. 27th, the following members o f the Ancient Society of 

College Youths rang a true peal of Grandsire Major, comprising 6000 changes, 
in 3 hrs. 30 mins. v iz . :—J. C. Davidson, treble; C. Lee, 2nd; S. Reeves, 3rd; 
T. Page, 4th; H. Page, 5th; W. Greenleaf, Oth; C. II. Jessop, 7th; J. Pettit, 
tenor. The peal, which is the first in this method rung on the bells, was 
composed by Mr. E . Stokes, o f Birmingham, and conducted by Mr. C. H . 
Jessop.— Reported.

St, M atth ew ’ s, H olbeck.— Yorkshire Assoc ia tion .
O n  Tuesday, Nov. 21st, the Society rang at the above church 5088 

changes o f Kent Treble Boh Major, in 2 hrs. 55 mins. The ringers were : — 
T. Harrison, treble; T. Lockwood, 2nd; H . Moss, 3rd; R. Tuke, Esq. 4th; 
W. Elliott, 5th; W. Whitaker, Cth; J. W. Snowdon, Esq. 7th ; R. Binns, 
tenor. The peal, which was composed by Mr. W. Harrison, of Mottraup and 
conducted by Jasper W. Snowdon, is in one part, and has the sixth 18 times 
wrong and 24 times at home. This bell is at home at nine out of the last 
ten course ends. Weight of tenor, 16 ewt.— Reported.

R in g in g  at H u lm e, Lancashire.
O n  Saturday, Nov. 11th, the following members of St. Philip’s Hulme 

Amateur Change-ringers rang a peal of Grandsire Minor, containing 720 
changes, at the above church, being the first peal in the method on these 
bells; also the first peal of any of the undermentioned ringers :— A. Wood, 
treble; J. Hindle, 2nd; T. Hindle, 3rd; T. Ellis, 4th; E. Ettock, 5th ; W. 
Barry, tenor. The peal was conducted by W. Barry. Weight of tenor, 
12-J cwt.— Reported.

R eopen in g o f a R in g  o f B e lls  at B ishopstone, W ilts .
T h e  hells of the parish church o f Bishopstone, Wilts, having been 

thoroughly refitted by Mr. F. White, of Besselsleigh, Berks, were reopened 
with a whole peal o f Grandsire Triples on Saturday, Nov. 25th, by the 
Appleton Society o f Change-ringers, v iz .:— F. S. White, treble; E. Holifield, 
2nd: F. White, 3rd; W. Bennett, 4th; G. Holifield, 5th; Rev. F. E. Robin­
son, Cth; H . Woodwards, 7th; T. Bennett, tenor. This peal (o f 5040 
changes) was composed by E. White, and conducted by the Rev. F. E. 
Bobinson Reported.

Change-ringing at Burton-on-Trent, Staffordshire.
On Thursday, Nov. 23rd, eight members of St. Paul's S: iiety o f Change- 

ringers rang a touch of 1876 Grandsire Major in 1 hr. 15 jnins. The 
ringers were:—W . Newton, treble; S. Cooper, 2nd; W. Wakley, 3rd; 
J. Argyle. 4th; W. Royals, 5th: W. Potts, 6th ; A. Wakley, 7th ; W . Fearney- 
hough, tenor, Conducted by W . Potts. Weight o f tenor, 26 cwt .-—Reported.
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Lesson. But i f  time fails for both, surely the study of the simple meaning of 
the Morning and Evening Services is the more important'! To be used 
intelligently and heartily, they must be understood. W e cannot, indeed, give 
our scholars that spirit o f praise without which our glorious T e  D e u m  will be 
but an empty form ; but wo can raise their imaginations towards realising the 
joy of united worship with angels and the blessed company of the faithful in 
earth and heaven; and we can teach them so to enter into the spirit of confes­
sion, supplication, and thanksgiving, that, with God’s blessing upon our efforts, 
in the hearts of some there may arise a desire and longing to enter into the 
courts of the Lord. R. H.

W o rk in g  L a d s ’ Institu tes.
Sin,— 1 A  London Curate1 states in a letter on 1 Working Lads’ Institutes,’ 

published in your issue of the -itii ult., that boxes of books can be had on 
loan from the ‘ Working Men’s Club and Institute Union,’ at a charge of 
2s, (id. a quarter. Your correspondent was probably not aware that this 
privilege is confined to institutions which are affiliated to our Society, as is 
necessarily the case, seeing the large number of clubs and institutes which 
seek association with us. As the letter in question has brought us a great 
number of applications for the loan of books from our circulating library, I  
shall feel much obliged i f  you will insert tbis communication, so that readers 
of Church Bells may not be disappointed and have the trouble of calling at 
our office on the subject.

Our Council are heartily rejoiced to learn that Youths’ Institutes are 
rapidly springing up, for they are as necessary to the cause of social progress 
as the men’s clubs. Indeed it may be expected, that those who have gradu­
ated in the former will afterwards become members of the latter. The 
subject of Youths’ Institutes has not been lost sight of by our Union, and 
they form the subject of one of our Occasional Tapers, a copy of which we 
shall be glad to send to any one who desires to see it.

H o d g s o n  P e a t t ,  C h a irm a n  o f  th e  C o u n c il.
Club and Institute Union, 150 Strand, W. O.
Sin,—I  read with much interest the sensible letter in your valuable paper 

of November 11, signed ‘ J. E. T.', in which he speaks o f five ‘ Institutes for 
Lads ’ in liis own parish in full operation. May I  bring before the notice of 
your readers a similar Institute in one of the worst parts of London— Drury 
Lane ? The Institute, under the name of the 1 Guild for Printers’ Boys,’ has 
been conducted for some years in the most self-denying manner by Mr. H . AY. 
Wills, who holds the Bishop’s commission as lay reader. The Guild is 
intended to instruct boys engaged in printing-offices during the day, and for 
that purpose one night in the week is devoted to secular instruction; on 
another night a service is conducted by the Eev. I I .  Surridge, who kindly 
lends the small room they have at 2 Princes Street, Drury Lan e ; a third 
night is devoted to amusements; and on Saturday afternoons Mr. Wills leads 
his little hand off to Primrose H ill for cricket, &c.

On account o f the smallness of the room and the want of funds, the 
number of boys is obliged to be limited. Now i f  the committee lately formed 
at tlie Mansion House for the ‘ establishment of Institutes,” instead of 
spending money in obtaining new rooms, were to give help to Church Institutes 
already started, such as the above, the good effect would he great.

I  believe Mr. Wills is anxious to obtain a house, so as to offer a home to the 
lads, and should any of your readers feel disposed to help him in this work, 
they should apply to him at 24 Florence Street, Islington, N. S. A. S.

V illa g e  Churches— L igh t and H eat.
Sin,— In reply to a query in your issue of November 18th I  hope I  may 

be of some service to your correspondent, by recommending him to obtain 
Wright and Butler’s 1 Eclipse ’ lamps. 1 have got them for my church— 1 -inch 
burners, single-hanging lamps— suspended by brass chains from the cross­
beams of the roof and the centres of the arches in the aisles. They cast a 
light equal to fifteen wax candles. They have no chimneys (my pine-sliaped 
globes I  paid more for, as I  had them ground plain to the top ); they are very 
little trouble, and burn about a pint of oil each a-month. I  use the best 
petroleum, which I  buy by the barrel, and keep in an outliouse at the Vicarage. 
I  will gladly answer any questions as to trimming, &c. My twelve lamps and 
very long chains cost me (iI. 15s. It  is important to keep them well trimmed. 
This I  do myself every Saturday. The lamps hang out of people’s way, and 
do not mar the fabric. I  can strongly recommend Musgrave’s slow-combustion 
stoves. They are very safe, very simple, extremely economical, and have a 
great heating power, and diffuse the hot air (which is supplied by a pipe to 
the centre of the stove from the outside) over the building. W . H. O x l e y .

G re w e lth o rp o  V ic a ra g e , R ip o n .
P.S.'— Since I  got my lamps W. and B. have brought out what I  had tried 

vainly to obtain— clear glass oil-reservoirs for the lamps. Mine are opal; 
but it is obvious that the clear ones are better for church purposes in every’ 
way. I  may add that I  have a week-niglit service, at which the lamps are 
used as well as Sunday.

Sie,— W ill any reader of the Church Hells give me a legal definition of 
‘ Member of the Church of England ?’ Suppose any person had the audacity 
to call himself a • Member o f the Church of England’ who was no communi­
cant (at least in the parish church), and who rarely attended the Church’s 
service, would such an one be eligible for the office, say, of churchwarden, if  
ho were proposed, Ac. by the parishioners in vestry ? S.

Sin,—May I, through your columns, ask if any o f your readers can suggest 
any scheme for bringing together young men for purposes of mutual improve­
ment and general in s t r u c t io n I t  is one of the great problems of the day. 
I  shall be very grateful for any hints. AYa l t e r  E. C a e e .

Folesliill Vicarage, Coventry.
Sir ,— T he Superintendent of a Girls' Sunday School will feel obliged by 

any hints for the amusement of girls from six to eighteen years of age at a 
Christmas tea-party, either by titles of games-books and their price, and their 
publishers, or otherwise. E. L .

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G I N G .

R in g in g  at W oburn , Beds.
A  S o c ie t y  of Young Pdngers has lately been formed in tbis place, under 

the patronage of the Duke of Bedford ; and on theoccasion of a Intermarriage 
in the family they performed several touches of changes, to the entire appro­
bation of all who had the pleasure to listen to the sweet music ol the bells. 
W e hope soon to be able to report more advanced performances. Many 
thanks are due to their energetic leader, Mr, C. Herbert.— Reported. 
R in g in g  at K egw orth , Leicestersh ire, and Thanks to ‘ Church Bells.

On Monday, November 18th, the Kegworth United Bell-ringers’ Society 
rang some touches o f Grandsire Doubles, consisting of 120 changes. 1 lie 
ringers were :■—W. Hardy, treble (conductor); Wm. Pym, 2nd; S. Buckley, 
3rd ; Wm. Marsh, 1 th ; W. J. Lush and D. Taylor, tenor alternately.

Thanks to the stimulating influence of Church Bells, our Society was 
formed last year, the bells being first used on 30th Nov. 18i5, and some of 
those who took part in the above ringing had not at that time pulled.a bell- 
l-opc, and only one had attempted change-ringing.— Reported.

R in g in g  at H orn inglow , Staffordshire.
On Saturday, Nov. 18th, a mixed set o f ringers rang on tlie bells of 

St. John’s Church, Horninglow, a true and complete peal of 720 Grandsire 
Minor in 25 mins., being the first peal completed on these bells. The 
ringers were:— H. Whitehead, treble; F. Bullock, 2nd; T . Leach, 3rd; 
W. Potts, 4 th ; W. Royals, 5 tli; and W. Feameyh'ough, tenor. Weight of 
tenor, 15 cwt. W . Potts conducted.— Local Paper.

R eopen ing o f  F iv e  B ells  at O tley, Suffolk.
T h e s e  bells and their cage have been thoroughly repaired by Messrs. Day, 

of Eye, and on the 19th ult. many ringers from places adjoining assembled. 
A  service was held at the church in the alternoon, on which occasion the 
Rev. E. C. M. Rouse, M.A., Rector of Woodbridge, preached from Zecb. 
xvi. 20. About fortv dined together, under the presidency of the Rector. The 
local papers state, th a t‘ these bells have been rehung upon the newest and 
most improved principles'

It  would be gratifying to us and our readers to know what these New 
principles are, because (in our ignorance, perhaps) we consider that the 
principles on which church bells are hung have not been altered since the 
introduction of whole wheels, and the sally— about 250̂  years a g o . lh c  
workmanship is vastly improved, but the principles remain the same. Ed.

Change-ringing at Tunstead, Norfo lk .
O n  Tuesday, Nov. 21st, five members o f  the young company belonging to 

the above parish rang a true peal of Stedman’s Doubles.  ̂The ringers were:
T . Bambridge, treble; E. Felstead, 2nd ; Rev. G. H . Harris, 3rd ; AY. Robinson, 
4th ; J. Gower, tenoix Now that this peal is learnt, the ring is at once to he 
increased to six, by the gift of a new tenor.— Reported.

Change-ringing at St. P au l’ s, W arr ing ton , Lancash ire.
T h e  ringers of Daresbury .Parish Church rang a true and complete peal 

of Bob Minor, 720 changes, in 20 mins., on the St. Paul’s hells, on Saturday, 
Nov. 25th, under the conduetorship of Mr. J. Houghton, senior. The home 
band rang Grandsire Doubles, and repeated six times ; after which the com­
pany adjourned to the Infant School-room, where they were met by the A icar 
and his lady, and the churchwarden. A  good tea was provided for them.—  
Local Paper.

Change-ringing at G lodw ick , Lancashire.
On Saturday, Nov. 25th, eight members of the Society of Chaoge-ringers 

o f Ashton-under-Lvne rang at St. Mark’s Church, Gloclwiek, a true peal of 
Kent Treble Bob Major, consisting of 5088 changes, composed and conducted 
by Mr. James Wood, sen., and rung by the following in 3 hrs. C rains.:
T. Moss, treble; J. Thorpe, 2nd; J. Wood, sen. 3rd; J. AYood, jun. 4 tli;
B. Broadbent, 5th; S.AVood, (ith; S. Andrew, 7th; J. Gillot, tenor .— Reported 

R in g in g  at Diss, N orfo lk .
On Monday evening, Nov. 27tb, six members of the Diss Company of 

Change-ringers, assisted by Messrs. F. Day and J. Bumstead, of Eye, rang at 
St. Mary’s Church a peal of 5088 chaDges of Kent Treble Bob Major in 
3 hrs. 20 mins. The peal, a composition of Mr. J. Miller, Royal Cumberland 
Society, was conducted by Mr. Jas. Rudd, and is the first rung in this method 
on the hells. The ringers were :— J. Rudd, treble ; T . Ford, 2nd; AV. Ireland, 
(first peal), 3rd ; W. Scales, I th ;  J. Bumstead, 5th ; F. Day, 6th ; W. Brown, 
7th ; T . Clark, tenor. AYeight of tenor, 24 cwt.; in key of D .— Reported.

Change-ringing at St. P e te r ’ s, N ottingham .
Ox Wednesday evening, Nov. 20tli, eight members of the St. Mary’s 

Society, Nottingham, rang at St. Peter’s Church, the late Mr. John Holt’s 
ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples, containing 5040 changes, in 3 hrs. 3 mins. 
Mr. G. H . Johnson conducted. The ringers were :— W. Towle, treble ; G. H. 
Johnson, 2nd; A. Archer, 3rd ; G. Ashworth,Ith; J. Hickman, 5th ; S. Burton, 
0th; A. Smith, 7th ; A. AY. Sadler, tenor. I t  is twenty-six years since a peal 
was rung on these hells, AVeiglit of tenor, 23 cwt.— Reported.

Change-ringing at B in g ley , York .
AVe  have to thank a correspondent for kindly sending us a small brochure, 

giving an account of extraordinary and 1 cramp’ performances on the six bells 
at Bingley from 1773 to 1873, since which the ring has been augmented to 
eight. The bookling may be had of Mr. Green, Bingley, and deserves the 
notice of all ringers.

T h e  G u ild  o f  D evonsh ire R ingers .
A G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  will be held at Plymouth on Wednesday, Dec. 27th. 

Particulars as to arrangements will be sent to each member.
Woodbury. J- L . L a n g d o n  F u i .e o e d , Hon. Sec.
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The Cox Testim on ia l Fund.
Sib ,— T he Committee beg to acknowledge the receipt o f the following

sums, ancl to say that the list must close with the present year:__
Already announced £̂32 3 q
The St. Botolph, Bishopsgate, Society of Bell- 

ringers, London, inclusive of Mr. R. Coper, 2s. (id.;
Mr. W . Williamson, 2s. 6d.; Mr. J. H. Stevens,
2s. 6d.; Mr. Elstead, 2 s .  1 9  0

Wm. Antill, Esq., Shepherd’s Bush, London . . 0 5 0
It. E . Gibbs, Eye, Suffolk . . . . . 0 8 0
H. S. Thomas, Hon. Sec. the Amateur Society of

Bell-ringers, Battersea    0 3 6
Hy. Tlmekery, Dundee . . . . .  0 2 0
G. Rochester, S a w b r i d g e  0 2 0
Westham Bell-ringers, Messrs. Steel and Sand, in­

clusive o f Is. 6d. Mr. Doram . . . . 0 5 0

Total to present time . . .£34 12 0
Hy. Datns, Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.

54 St. Martin’s Lane, London, W.C.

N otice .
Correspondents are requested to give the name of the county as well as 

o f place.

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— J. Lafiiu. W m . Giles. W m . B a rry : eaoli Society has a certificate, 
tee. o f its  own, to  be obtained b y  members. James M oore : 110 dam age can occur to bells 
b y  m u fflin g ; send you r bells to  England to  b e  recast.

A N N A B L E 'S  M S .
B y  Ja sp e r  W .  S n o w d o n , I lk le y ,  Y o rk s h ire .

I n April, 1868, a very interesting manuscript hook came into the 
possession o f the llev. H. T. Ellacomhe, o f Clyst St. George, Topsham, 
Devonshire, it being nothing less than an actual MS. note-book of Benjamin 
Annablc’s, to whom, probably more than any one else, we are indebted for the 
great advances made in the science of composition during the first half of 
the last century. How, where, and by whom this curious book has been 
preserved will, I  doubt not, ever remain a matter of conjecture, as, at the time 
above mentioned, Mr. Ellacombe purchased it of Mr. Stewart, a London book­
seller, who could tell nothing further than that it came into his hands with a 
‘ lo t ’ of books at an auction.

This hook has now passed from the hands of Mr. Ellacombe into my 
possession, with the proviso that when I  have done with it, or at my death, it 
shall revert to the British Museum. From the almost inexhaustible nature 
of its contents, the latter alternative seems the most likely to occur. I  there­
fore hope that it may he some time before the nation comes in for its 
property.

As some particulars of the writer of this MS. may be of interest, I  append 
the following extract from the Claris, but would-remark that some of the 
credit here given to Amiable must be apportioned to Fabian Stedman, who, 
so early as 1609, published his Tintinnalocjia, and several other editions and 
hooks 011 the same subject were printed before the beginning of the next 
century, and these contained lengths probably in advance of the capabilities 
of the performers of those days.

(T h e  honor o f  th e  invention  o f changes, or regular peals, is said to  b elong to  M r. B en ­
jam in  Anablo, w h o  first d iv ided  them  in to  all their regu lar parts and proportions w ith  
tha t taste and judgem ent w h ich  surprised the practitioners o f  h is tim e. W hat im prove­
ment- he made in  five  and six-bell peals is u n im portan t; but on seven bells th ere is every 
reason to  b elieve that he was the firs t w ho produced 0010 changes, w h ich  was the peal o f  
p la in  Bob Triples, w ith  tw o  singles— i. e. one at the end o f  each half. Th is was looked upon as 
a v e ry  great acquisition, as undoubtedly it  was, un til M r. H o lt ’s peal w ithou t a single 
appeared. B ut notw ithstand ing M r. H o lt  deserves every  eulogium, it  m ust be adm itted  
tha t he was g rea tly  indebted to  Mr. Anab le for lay in g  so correct and firm  a foundation.

‘ M r. A n ab le ’s n ex t effort was a t Grandsire Trip les, and though unsuccessful l ie  d id  not 
en tire ly  fa il j fo r i f  he d id  not obtain  the w hole peal com plete, y e t ho w en t m uch fu rther 
than his predecessors, and his peal was in  m ost esteem until tha t o f M r. H o lt  made its  
appearance. In  Bob M ajor he found considerable room  for im provem ent. H e  saw 110 
necessity fo r  partin g  the tenors in  a pea] o f either five  or s ix  thousand. l i e  made the 
s ix th  perform  her proper revolu tion  in  five  courses, and five-s ix  to come hom e together 
every  f ifteen  | th is  was undoubtedly a v e ry  g rea t addition  to  Bob M a jo r ; for those who 
d id  not adm ire the music o f  i t  beiorc now  confessed that i t  was considerably im proved. 
Caters and Cinques, w h ich  he found in  a rude and jum bled  state, he threw- in to  the har­
m onious titums, w here th ey  still continue, and m ost lik e ly  ever w ill remain.

‘ The tim e these im provem ents took  p lacew e  cannot exactly  determ ine. Mr. Benjam in 
Anab le died in  the la tter part o f  the y ea r 1755, betw een  s ix ty  and seven ty  years o f  age.’

I  cannot, however, but think that considerable improvement in composition 
was made between the time of Stedman and Amiable, as we have records of 
peals rung in 1715 and 1718 at Norwich, and in these compositions Annable 
is not likely to have assisted ; still lie was, without doubt, the earliest composer 
o f note, and in the main the authors o f the Claris were right in their eulogy 
o f his great powers.

The date of-Annable’s death is more accurately stated as Feb. 1st, 1756, 
in Dr. Mason’s MS., from which, in my report (see Church Bells, Sept. 18th, 
1875), I  extracted several notices of the occurrence that show the great 
estimation in which Annable was held by his contemporaries. Annable was 
a member of the Ancient Society of College Youths, and in the earlier pages 
of their peal-books his name is to be found connected with neai-ly all their 
great performances. H e joined the Society in 1721; in fact, was the only 
member admitted in that year. H e was elected a steward in 1737, and made 
master in 1740. The last mention of his name in the books o f the Society 
occurs in the peal rung by the College Youths at St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch, in 
1754. I t  is worthy o f remark that Annable and Holt never rang together. 
Whether this was a design or merely a coincident is hardly conclusive, as 
Holt only rang twice with the College Youths, and these two peals both 
occurred in the year 1752, and were the only peals the Society recorded during 
that year.

To return, however, to the volume. I t  is o f good thick paper, most sub­
stantially bound in leather, and contains about 300 pages, being paged up to 
251, and there is not a blank leaf in tlie book, and although the last fifty 
leaves or so have been given up to scribbling touches, &c., the rest of the 
hook is beautifully written and the figures very- neatly made. On the first 
page, besides other scribbling, is written, ‘ London College Youths,’ ‘ Am­
sterdam Coffee House,’ and ‘ Benjamin Annable, Baker.’ The two following 
pages have probably been left blank for some time, and then filled in with 
a five-bell peal ‘ accident,’ and a six-bell peal produced from it, with an. 
explanation of the deduction. After this the book proceeds for some time in 
a regular gradation of five, six, seven, and eight-bell methods. First the two 
three-bell peals are given, and then four-bell peals follow. These four-b«ll 
peals are pricked to the extent of the twenty-four changes, and occur in 
double series of four peals each, the second set being deduced from tlie first. 
For instance, eight peals are had from the ordinary method of Bob Singles, as 
in the first series of four, the treble, second, third, and fourth, respectively 
perform the duties of the plain-hunt bell, the reversal to obtain the second 
series of four being thus described:—

‘ These four are the same m ethod as the last, on ly in  these you  prick  from  th e  others 
thus Y ou  take the bottom  change o f  those first, and so gradually ascend in to  the top  
or first change, w h ich  w ill  be the last in  these.’

The following extract w ill show how thoroughly four-bell peals were ex­
amined :—

‘ These four I  p ricked  to  m ake up  ju s t  120, which has convinced m e tha t there are a 
g rea t m any m ore p r ick t than th ere has been a llow ’d  b y  m ost o f th e  ringers in  London J 
and I  do believe there is  to  be p r iek t b y  m ethods w ith  one plain  hunt in  them  192, w ithou t 
those w h ich  every b e ll are a like.’

This sentence perhaps explains why such a clever man as Annable 
bestowed so much time on so useless a matter as four-bell peals.

Following the four are the five-bell peals, of which sixty-five peals are 
pricked to the extent of the 120 changes. To some of these I  would call 
attention, as further on I  shall refer to them, and endeavour to show what the 
opinion of Annable was concerning the calls to be used in Grandsire com­
positions. Grandsire Doubles is pricked with the prefatory remark :—

‘ Th is peal are a ll doubles excep t tw o  singles, the 011c at the h a lf and th e  other at the 
end o f the peal.’

The full extent is pricked, and the Bohs which are called when the fifth 
is behind are marked with a cross. Further on we have :—

1 G oqm agog .— In this peal there are six singles, and the rest are all double changes.’ 
Gogmagog is, however, only Grandsire called with a single every alternate 

lead; but there is no mark prefixed to the leads where the calls would occur, 
as is the case in the other peals— such as ‘ Old Doubles,’ &e, I  therefore 
conclude that Annable considered that when more than two singles were used 
in a peal o f Grandsire Doubles that it became a new method, and that in Gog­
magog the method ran the 120 changes.

After the five-bell come the six-bell peals, and the first leads of about sixty 
plain and fifty Treble Bob methods are given. Some few have ‘ false ’ written 
to them : which I  consider means that they would not run to 720 changes by 
any method of calling known to Annable. ‘ Peals on seven bells ’ commence 
with 1 Restobation Teipples,’ which is iherely Plain Bob Triples, tbe extent 
being obtained with ‘ Single, double, and tripple extreams ;’ a variety of 
touches produced with these calls is also given.

A  lead and a bob change is given, with these remarks on—
‘  Ge a n s ik e  T b ip p l e s .— A ll  the d ifferent num ber o f  changes p r ick t in  th is m ethod ara 

tripp le  changes. The natural course goes 70 changes, and th ree bobs successively brings 
tliem  round.’

Now this, taken with the description of subsequent methods, is positive 
evidence that Annable did not recognise the use of single or double changes 
in Grandsire Triples; and corroborative evidence is to be found in the 
numerous selection of touches which follow, oDly bobs being used in their 
composition. These touches include the numbers obtained by increasing one 
lead each time from 210 to a touch of 700 changes. A  quarter and a half peal 
are included in the longer touches given, and observations on calling round, 
with a table showing how to call tlie bells home from any o f the eleven in 
course rows with 6-7 home, conclude this method. No mention is made of 
calling round at hand, nor is any allusion made to the extent of the changes.

■ B a l d w i n ’ s U n io n  T b ip p l e s  ’ follows, which is ordinary Union Triples. 
I t  seems from this that the origin of the method may be attributed to the 
Baldwin who rang in the first peals rung by the Society of Union Scholars. 
A  lead of Union Triples is given, and also exactly the same remark about being 
all triple changes, as quoted above concerning Grandsires. Besides this, how­
ever, is added,—

* Th is peal goes 5040 changes com pleat w ith  tw o  doubles.’
A  description for calling a peal by the hunts, which are 1, 6, 7, 5, is given, 

but I  have been unable to make it run to tbat extent; but for those better 
able to investigate such matters I  extract the description ;—

' The m ethod  to  call 5040 th u s :- E v e r y  tim e th e  h a lf hunt is in  the m idd le, and every  
tim e the quarter hunt is behind, w ith ou t th e  h a lf or half-quarter hunt. A t  12 0 a bob 
when the h a lf and quarter hunts are behind. A t  2520 the double is m ade a t the hand 
change o f  the treb le, the bells in  3rd, 4th, and 5th’s places ly in g  still. The last h a lf exactly 
the same.’

Now it seems strange and inconsistent tliat Annable should allow the use 
o f two ‘ doubles: in Union Triples, and— as he does at a subsequent page 
in Double Grandsire Triples also, and yet object to them in ordinary Grand- 
sire Triples. Still, as at this time there was no peal of Grandsire composed v. ith 
‘ two singles only,’ it  does not, therefore, show that Annable might not have 
recognised such a peal; yet we know from the letter to Dr. Mason from the 
Norwich Scholars (see C h u rc h  Bells, Sept. 18th, 1875), that he threw discredit 
on the productions of Holt when they appeared. 1 therefore conclude that 
Annable had set up a theory that the 5010 of Grandsire Triples should be 
obtained with ordinary bobs only, and that even when Holt’s ‘ original ’ 
appeared he would not renounce his theory in favour of that peal, hut pro­
bably classed it with the other boh and single peals which existed before its 
appearance. [T o  he conti?iuI.)
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R in g in g  at Lytham , Lancashire.
On Saturday, Dec. 2, a peal of Grandsire Triples, containing 504,0 changes, 

was rung hy the parish-church ringers in 2 hrs. 57 mins. The peal was com­
posed by Mr. William Taylor, and contains 104 bobs, 46 singles, and 120 
dodges. The ringers w ere:— W. Knowles, treble; Jno. Fisher, 2nd; J. 
Miller, 3rd ; Jos. Fisher, 4th ; E. Allanson, 5th ; H . Gregson, 0th ; B.. Atkin­
son, 7th ; W. Miller, tenor. Conducted by Mrs. Henry Gregson. Weight of 
tenor, 14| cwt. I t  is only two years last September since the tower contained 
a ring of eight bells. The ringers are all self-taught, and have not rung in 
any peal before.— Reported.

Change-ringing at W alton -le -D a le , Lancashire.
O n  Sunday evening, Dec. 3rd, a  muffled peal (on the occasion of the 

death of Sir H. de Hoghton, Bart.) was rung on the bells o f St. Leonard's 
Church, Walton-le-Dale, by the parish ringers, kindly assisted hy Mr. J. 
Mather o f H igher Walton. The peal rung consisted of 720 changes of 
College Single, and has not been rung on these bells since the death of the 
Duke of Wellington in 1852, when the parish ringers at that time rang a 
complete peal of 5040 in seven different methods, including College Single. 
The ringers on this occasion were:— R. Dewhurst, treble, conductor; " P. 
Gregson, 2nd; H . Robinson, 3rd; J. Robinson, 4th; J. Mather, 5th; and 
James Robinson, tenor.— Reported.

Change-ringing at St. M ary ’ s, Grassendale, near L iverpoo l.
O n  Saturday, Deo. 9th, was rung on the hells o f the above church, 720 

changes of Grandsire Minor, in 27 mins. by the following persons S. Gough, 
treble; A. Nicholson, 2nd; W. G. Mann, 3rd; T. Hammond, 4 tli; J. E. 
Pritchard, 5th ; J. Aspinwall, tenor. Conducted by J. R. Pritchard. Weight 
o f tenor, 12 ctVt.— Reported.

Change-ringing at App leton , Berks.
On Monday, the 11th inst., ten members of the Appleton Society of 

Change-ringers rang on the bells o f the parish church a peal o f Stedman’s 
Caters, comprising 5184 changes. It  was brought round in 3 hrs. 30 mins. 
by the following persons :— F. White, treble; E. Holifield, 2nd ; J. Newman, 
3rd; W. Bennett, 4th; B. Barrett, 5th; G. Holifield, 6th ; Rev. F. E. 
Robinson, 7th; J. Avery, 8th ; H , Woodwards, 9th; T . Bennett, tenor. 
Conducted by F. White— Reported.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association .
On Saturday, November 18th, the above Society rang 5056 changes of 

Kent Treble Boh Major at St. Matthew’s, Holbeck, in 3 hrs. 7 mins. C. Ralph, 
treble; L . Cawood, 2nd; F. Marston, 3rd ; J. Whittaker, 4th ; W . McGowan, 
5th; T . Lockwood, 6th; H . Hubbard, jun., 7th ; J. Winder, tenor. The peal 
-—which has the sixth its extent wrong and right in 5-6— was composed by 
S. March and conducted hy T. Lockwood. Weight of tenor, 16 cwt.— Reported

M uffled  P ea l at St. M ary ’ s, Battersea.
On Tuesday, the 21st Nov., were buried the remains of Mr. J. Jenkins, one 

o f the ringers at the above church. H e was ringing on the 0th (Lord Mayor's 
Day), caught cold on leaving the belfry, and died on the 16th. Mr. Jenkins 
was in his 30th year, and greatly respected among the ringers of London, 
l ie  leaves a widow and four young children. As a tribute of respect the 
ringers of St. Mary’s rang a muffled peal. J. Potter, treble; J. Longhurst, 
2nd; G. Ambrose, 3rd; J. Taylor, 4 tli; W . Ambrose, 5th ; J. Ambrose, 0th ;
F. Ambrose, 7th ; G. Ckesterman, tenor. Conducted by J. Ambrose.—  
Reported.

M uffled  P ea l at N u tfie ld , Surrey.
O n  Tuesday afternoon, Nov. 28th, a muffled peal of Oxford Single Bob, 

containing 720 changes, was rung, as a mark of respect, after the funeral of 
Mr. John Scarlett, one of the Nutfield Society of Change-ringers, who died on 
Nov. 22nd, aged fifty-four years. The corpse was carried to the parish church­
yard by six ringers of the same Society. Mr. Scarlett had been a member of the 
College Youths’ Society, London, from March 4th, 1851. The ringers of the 
muffled peal were G. Sendall, treble; J, Bone, 2nd; E. Fuller, 3rd; T. 
Fuller, 4 th ; J. Burkin, 5th ; W. Webb (conductor), tenor.— Reported.

B ell-rin g in g  in Ireland.
T h e  consecration of t h e  Bishop-elect of Meath, the Lord Plunket, took 

place in the Cathedral of Armagh on the second Sunday in Advent. When 
the news of his Lordship’s election reached the Cathedral in Dublin, where he 
holds the office of Precentor, the Amateur Society of St. Patrick’s Bell-ringers 
assembled and rang a series of changes. A  propos of this, a similar society 
has been formed in the steeple of Waterford Cathedral; hut at Limerick, 
where there is, according to the Dean, a splendid set of sweet-toned hells, 
there are no persons able or willing to ring them. A t Lurgan, in the diocese 
o f Promare, it is intended at once to obtain a ring o f eight bells, at an expense 
of 1006k, the greater part o f which has been contributed.— Guardian.

T h e  Great B e ll at Cologne.
A l t e r  many more o r  less unsuccessful attempts the ‘ Emperor’s bell ’ in 

the Cathedral of Cologne, east out of French cannon, has been made to give 
forth a clear sound. The previous failures appear to have been in part 
attributable to the insufficient weight of the clappers used, though th'e largest 
weighed 1500 cwt. Now* a huge clapper, weighing over a ton, has been put 
up, suspended by leather straps, and the sound evoked is deep and clear. 
— Guardian.

R e c eiv ed  a ls o .— H. B. Hawkins: there are m any instances of self-taught ringers— 
youths of intuition and perseverance. Conductor. J, R, Jerram.

One in  4t l i ’s place and one in  Oth’s
Tw7o in 6th’s -\

One
7th's 

in  6 tli’s >• Fou r tim es

5tk’s.1
Tw o in  6th’s

7th’s
One in  6th’s

10 t li’s
One before, one in  6th’s, one in

8th7, and one in 6th’s.

A N N A B L E ’ S M S .
B y  J a sp e r  W .  S n o w d o n , I lk le y ,  Y o rk s h ire .

‘ Comer B o b  M a j o r ,’ a lead of which is pricked, is our ordinary Double 
London Court Bob, and a peal by the treble lead ends is given. W ith the 
exception of the fourth lead in every course and the first in some of them, 
every lead is called throughout the peal. Very curiously, exactly the same 
peal is given in the appendix to Shipway’s work, where it figures as the com­
position of G. Fisher of Bath. I  have certain reasons for thinking that this 
book may probably have been at Bath since Annahle’s death ; hut the reasons 
are too long to enter upon at present. Certainly the peal is so simple that it 
may have been produced by Fisher without any knowledge of Annable’s peal. 
This composition is given in the last edition of Mr. Hubbard’s work on Change- 
ringing, as are also some of the subsequent peals in this book.

‘ C o l l e g e  T r i p p l e s  ’ follows with a treble lead and a description of a peal
by the hunts, and the information,— ‘ The first 5040 was rung by the College
Youths, in 1727, at St. Olave, Southwark.’

‘ L o n d o n  ’ or 1 F u l h a m  T k ip p l e s  ’ follows, and with 1 G e a n d s ie e  T e l p p l e s - 
D o u b l e ,’ it is also stated that they will go ‘ 5040 changes, with two doubles, 
without two changes alike.’ Annable, therefore, admits the use of two singles 
in Double Grandsire Triples.

‘ D u n s t a k ’s T e ip p l e s  ’ has a note to the effect that—
‘ The f irs t 5040 was lu n g  b y  the College You ths.’

‘ C a m b r id g e  S u e p b iz e  M a j o r  ’ follows, but is pricked in a slightly different 
manner from the variation now practised. A  5120 is given, but its truth is 
hardly worth investigating.

After this comes ‘ DouBtE C a t o e s  ’— Grandsire— and a note :—
* The first Peal o f  5094 was rung b y  t lie  College Youths, 1732.’

On the following page there is ‘ Double Cinques/ and a peal given, as in 
the case of the Gators ; but as X cannot at all explain these peals I  give them 
as they appear, hoping some person better able to analyse them may translate 
them into plainer language :—*

6058 5000
D o u b l e  C a t o r s . D o u b l e  C in q u e s .

One in  4th’s place and one in  7t li’s 
One in  4th’s 

Sth’s 
Gth’s
5 th ’s [-F ive times 

T w o  in  .Oth’s 
o th ’s 

One in  6th’s
One in  Sth’s, one before and a double 
One in  Gth’s 
T w o  in  5th’s 
One in  7th’s 
One in  5th’s

The latter peal has the following remark appended:—
‘ 5060 D ouble Cinques rung b y  the College You ths a t St. B r id e ’s, N ov. 29,1738.’

‘ P l a i n  B ob  M a j o r  ’ next appears, and, after the usual lead and description, 
Annable’s well-known peal of 5040 is given. As this is of interest, I  give his 
own words :—

‘  T o  call 5040 is th u s : —One in  5th’s and Gth’s, G. D . : One in  7tli*s and Sth’s, G. U . : Four 
times. One in  5th’s and Oth’s, G. D. : Three courses, 1680. Then  a bob makes i t  go  5040, 
three courses.’

This peal is followed hy a 40,320 of Bob Major in twelve parts, the treble 
lead end3 of the first part being pricked. This is followed by ‘ B o b  M a j o r  
T r i p p l e s / in which the seventh is the whole hunt. This is the description 
given :—

‘ Th is  peal is called tbus, because the treb le leads o f  the 40,320 Bob M ajor is the cotn- 
p lcat num ber o f th is peal as it is here priok t, change a fter change, and no other difference 
but b y  m ak ing the 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 — 2 3 4 5  6 7 8, then  adding the 1 shows all the treb le  leads.’ 

T h e  f ir s t  l e a d  o f  t h r e e  T r e b le  B o b  M in o r  p e a ls  w h ic h  fo l lo w  a re  h e a d e d , 
‘ S a m  J e a c o c k ’s t h r e e  p e a ls /  a n d  a t s o m e  s u b s e q u e n t  t im e  ‘ f a l s e ’ h a s  b e e n  
a d d ed . S a m  J e a c o c k  w as  a  c o n te m p o ra ry  o f  A n n a b le ’s, as m a y  b e  k n o w n  Iro ra  
th e  fa c t  th a t  th e y  b o th  r a n g  in  th e  p e a l o f  T r e b le  B o b  B o y a l  a t  St. S e p u lc h r e ’s 

in 1741.
On the following pages come several Treble Boh Minor peals, ‘ C o u r t  B o b  

M a j o r  s e c o n d  w a y  ’ (this is different from any of the Courts now pricked), a 
Treble Boh Major peal called ‘ T h e  C o l l e g e  Y o u t h s ’ P l e a s u r e / and a plain 
peal called ‘ L o n d o n  T r i p p l e s .’ These are followed by several five-bell peals, 
and then rules for calling the hells round in Double Grandsire Cators, several 
touches in that method, and a few uninteresting pages. Double Cinques is 
treated in the same manner as the Cators. After this the treble lead ends of 
the eight courses of Treble Bob Major, which end with two bobs at home, are 
pricked ; and following them comes ‘ P l a i n  B o b  T r i p l e s / with a 5040 given 
by the description of the hunts. I t  is followed by this remark:—

‘ Th is  peal was first rung by  the Society o f College You ths at St. Saviour’s in  Southwark, 
in  Decem ber, 1730.’

On reference to the peal-book of the College Youths, I  find that this peal 
was composed and conducted by Annable. This peal, written out in the usual 
manner, from this description by the hunts, will be found in Mr. Hubbard s 
edition of his work on Change-ringing, and I  think that any one acquainted 
with Annable’s composition in Bob Major will see how in style this resembles 
the masterly manner in which that peal is constructed : a simpler production 
in Bob Triples it would be hard to imagine. Probably this is the peal alluded to 
hy the writers of the Clavis. I t  is a great pleasure to me to have been in any 
way able to assist in the resuscitation of this peal. I t  is worthy of remark, as 
tending to show the probability that many other of the earliest compositions, 
and ones o f considerable merit, may have been utterly lost sight of, that this 
peal has been totally forgotten for a great number of years, and its place 
usurped by much inferior compositions. AN hen Ship way wrote in 18 LG there 
was not a peal known to he compared with this one; and, with the exception 
of the recent improvements without singles by Mr. Hubbard, I  consider it is 
a long way the best one still to be found.

{To be continued.)
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T h e  G uild  o f  D evonsh ire R ingers.
A  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  will be held at Plymouth on Wednesday, December 

27th, 1870. Order o f proceedings:— 10 a.m. Meeting of the Committee at 
Royal Hotel, to allot time and place of ringing to each band, and to transact 
other business. 10.30. Divine Service at St. Andrew’s Church. 11.18 to 1.45, 
and 3 to G, ringing at St. Andrew's, Charles, Stoke, Plympton St. Mary, 
Plympton St. Maurice, and (after 4) H.M. Dockyard, Devonport. 2. Public 
Dinner for members and their friends at the Royal Hotel.

Members who intend being present are requested to inform me not Inter 
than December 21s/., so that suitable arrangements may be made. The Guild 
undertakes to pay the travelling expenses of members, provided application 
he made for the same before the day of meeting. The railway companies will 
issue cheap tickets, provided previous notice be given, and this circular be 
shown at the station from whence members intend starting. Dinner tickets 
(3s. (id. each) may he obtained at the Committee-room between 10 and 10.15, 
or 1.30 and 1.45. Performing members may have them at Is. each. Incom­
plete bands, or members not attached to a band, who wish to ring, are 
requested to give me previous notice, so that parties may be arranged.

Woodbury, Dec. 13(7/. J. L . L a n g d o n  F u l f o r d , Hon. Secretary.

Change-ringing at Sheffield.
O n  Saturday, December 2nd, five members of the York Minster Society 

visited Sheffield, when arrangements were made to start for a peal of Kent 
Treble Bob Maximus at the parish church of St. Peter. This they accom­
plished in 3 hrs. 55 mins., being the first peal of twelve-in ever rung on 
these bells:— C. H. Hattersley, treble; T. Dixon, 2nd; C. Underwood, 3rd; 
AY. Howard, 4th ; T. Lee, 5th ; C. Rower, 0th; W. Booth, 7th ; W. Morrell, 8th ; 
(t. Wilson, 9th; C. Steer. 10th; T. Hattersley, conductor, 11th; G. Breed, 
tenor. This peal of 5040 changes is the composition of H . W. Haley. 
Weight of tenor, 41 cwt.— Reported.

Ancien t S ociety  o f  Co llege  Youths. Established 1637.
On Saturday, December 9th, eight memhers of the above Society rang at 

St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green, J. Holt’s ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples, 
containing 5040 changes, in 2 hrs. 55 mins., v iz .; G. Dorrington, treble; 
S. Reeves, 2nd ; R. French, 3rd ; T. M. Hayes, 4th ; E, Horrex, 5th ; M. a ! 
Wood, Gth; H . Gardner, 7th ; W . Wilson, tenor. Conducted by M. A. Wood. 
— R e p o r te d .

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Assoc ia tion .
O n  Tuesday, December 12th, this Society rang at St. Mary's, Hunslet, 

Leeds, 5184 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major in 3 hrs. 18 mins. H. Hubbard, 
jun., treble; R. Tuke, Esq., 2nd; J. Haigb, 3rd; AY. Pawson, 4th; J. Whit­
taker, 5th; J. Dixon, Gth; J. W. Snowdon, Esq., 7th; G. Fothergill, tenor. 
The peal, which has the sixth its extent in 5-6, was composed by AY. Harrison 
o f Mottram, and conducted by Jasper W . Snowdon. AVeight of tenor, 21 cwt.

On Thursday, December 14tb, the Society also rang 5280 changes of 
Kent Treble Bob Major at St. Matthew's, Holbeck, Leeds, in 3 hrs. 4 mins. 
T. Lockwood, treble ; S. Basnett, 2nd ; H. Moss, 3rd ; J. AA'hittaker, 4th ; AY. 
AValker, ftth; H . Hubbard, jun., Gth; J. Winder, 7th; R. Binns, tenor. 
Composed and conducted by T. Lockwood. Weight of tenor, 10 cwt Reported.

Change-ringing by the W a ter lo o  Society , London .
On Saturday, December 10th, ten memhers of this Society rang at St. 

Margaret’s, Westminster, a true peal of Grandsire Caters, comprising 5003 
changes, in 3 hrs. 25 mins. Ringers;— AV. Lally, treble; J. Nelm s 2nd; 
J. Mansfield, 3rd; C. Hopkins, 4th ; J. W . Cattle. 5th ; AY. Baron, Gth; H. 
Hopkins, 7th; A. Hayward, 8th ; G. Banks, 9 th ; AY. Best, tenor. The above 
peal is in two parts, and has the 5th nnd 0th bells 24 courses each behind 
the 9th, and contains the 48 eight-nines and the 48 seven-eights. Composed 
and conducted by J. Nelms.— Reported.

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— Wm. K n igh t. P a rry  M organ : you  are the best person to  make you r 
-own rules for hand-be lls ; J . S. P r itc h e t t ; and others.

A N N A B L E ’ S M S .
B y  Jasper AY. Snowdon, Iikley, Yorkshire.

{Continued from  page 27.)
A  f e w  pages further on in the MS. another remarkable page turns up ; it 

commences thus:—
‘  G a w t h o h x e ’ s H ie  T t o p p l e ';.— A. bob every  t im e but when the h a lf hunt is before. A  

H ie  every t im e  the quarter hunt is in  th ird  o r fourth ’s places, when the h a lf hunt is before, 
except the half-quarter hunt be in  one o f those places w ith  her.'

The changes at a ‘ Lead,’ a ‘ Bob,’ and a ‘ Hi e ’ are given. These are 
respectively merely a lead, a bob, and afifth ’s-place bob of the ordinary Grand­
sire description.

Of course this must he Garthon of Norwich, and these are the calls he 
used to produce the first half of his peal of Grandsire Triples that was rung 
in that city in 1710. This half-peal, it may be remembered, was repeated to 
the extent by the use o f singles at the half-peal ends. I  am sorry that it does 
not seem possible from the above description to identify Garthon’s 5040 by 
these remarks, but a very curious matter presents itself in connexion with 
this extract. I t  will be seen that the fifth’s-place hobs are called Hies. Now 
H ie  is the Latin for 1 here,’ and probably the word was chosen as an emphatic 
call whereby to notify the making of such a bob, and it is very likely that fifth’s- 
place bobs may have been known as ‘ hies ’ at that time.

Now some of my readers may remember, that when there was a discussion 
on the claims for priority concerning the first peal o f Grandsire Triples going 
on in these columns, Mr. Banister ( Church BeUs, Dec. 18th, 1875) called at­

tention to a peal rung by the Union Scholars which he, following his authority, 
called Hick’s triples, and stated was rung in 1713. Although I  had a 
memorandum in my note-book at that time, that the oldest existing records 
of peals rung were the Norwich peals o f 1715 and 1718, and that this peal by 
the Union Scholars was the oldest in  writing only, I  was just then unable to 
refer to any reliable source to cheek my memorandum, and as I  was only con­
tending for the priority of producible peals, I  passed the matter over. AVhen, 
however, I  came across the 1 Hie Tripples,’ in Annable’s MS., I  thought that 
it was probable there might be some connexion found between this method 
and the ‘ Hick’s Triples ’ rung by the Union Scholars. Consequently, when 
in London last Easter, I  carefully examined the record-book of this Society, 
which is amongst the MSS. in the library of the British Museum. I  then found 
that the peal is recorded as 1 Hick Trebles’ and not Hick’s, and also that it 
was performed on Sept. 12th, 1718. I  may here remark that the Norwich 
peal was rung on Aug. 26th, 1718, and Mr. Banister’s authority has confused 
the date of the formation o f the Union Scholars’ Society (1713) with that of 
their first performance. Now, will not these ‘ Hick Trebles’ and the ‘ H ie ' 
triples given by Annable be identical ? and does it not seem probable that the 
Norwich and the Union Scholars were acquainted with each other, and the 
peal was handed to the Union Society either before or immediately after its 
accomplishment at Norwich ? I t  is all the more probable that its having been 

first performed at Norwich would lead the London ringers to throw doubts 
upon its being consistent with Grandsire ringing to use fifth’s-place bobs. At 
the time this matter was discussed I  mentioned that the Union Scholars 
called a peal they rang, in 1736,1 the first compleat peal of 5040 Grandsire 
Trebles.’ From the remarks I  made concerning the Union Triples in the 
MS. it is shown that the Union Scholars were well acquainted with fifth’s-place 
Grandsire Bobs, and 1 think that some connexion between the Norwich and 
London peals of 1718 is very apparent, although there is no direct evidence to 
show the extent of their similarity.

Another fact to he gathered from this MS. of Annable’s is, that at this time 
the three-lead Grandsire Triples’ plan was eagerly worked upon, as I  shall 
show in several instances : in fact, directly following these ‘ Hie Tripples ’ is 
‘ T h e  C o l l e g e  Y o u t h s ’ T r i p p l e s ,’ which is a method composed of single and 
reverse Grandsire in courses of fifteen leads each.

On the following pages1 B o b  M a j o r  R o y a l  D o u b l e ,’ 1 B a r k in g  ’ o r1 E a s t e r n  
T r i p p l e s ,’ ‘ W e s t e r n  T r i p p l e s ,’ and ‘ L o n d o n  B o b  M a j o r ,’ are to be found; 
after which there are the treble-lead ends of 1 5040 Bob Major, with 078 twelve 
times.’ This peal Dir. Hubbard has given in his book, at page 70. Then follow 
S u r r e y , S u s s e x , S o u t h e r n , and S im o n ’ s triples. To the last is the following 
note:—■

‘ To call 5040 is t ile  same as P la in  Bob Tripples. This peal was firs t rung b y  the Society 
o f College You ths a t St. B ride ’s, on th e  e igh t sm all bells, in  A p r il 1732. N e w  book, page 15.’

From this I  conclude that— considering this is the 170th page, without a 
blank leaf— about this time Annable commenced writing some o f his notts in 
a 1 new book,’ into which he probably copied the more interesting of the peals, 
and which, i f  it only could be found, might show more o f the work of this in­
defatigable man. I  doubt, however, that this long-since ‘ new book' may have 
gone the way of many better and worse books, and its contents are lost for 
ever. The interest in finding that Annable had another book is counter­
balanced by the fact that its contents will, doubtless, ever remain a mystery.

‘ M o r n in g  E x e r c is e  M a j o r ’ is given, and a reference is made to another 
page, where .touches and a 5120 8re given, also a note

‘ 5120 was rung first at St. B ride ’s b y  the C ollege You ths on W ednesday, the 28th o f 
D ecem ber, 1737.’

C a m b e r w e l l , K in g s t o n , ‘ C r o y d e n ,’ L a m b e t h , D e p t f o r d , AV in d s o r , and 
C l e m e n t s  Triples are next to be found. A lead of ‘ C o l l e g e  B ob  M a j o r ’ 
is given, and an explanation of how to call 5040, and this remark:—

1 Th is peal, the firs t 5040, was rung b y  the College You ths on St. B ride ’s 8 b iggest 
bells. 1736.’

After ‘ F u l h a m  B o b  M a j o r ’ comes1 M id d l e s e x  T r i p p l e s ,’ with this note:—
‘  The first -5040 was rung b y  the Tw ickenham  R ingers, January 22d, 1733. Composed by

B. A .— Page 14, N . Book.’

This is the only reference that is to be found to show that any of the peals 
were actually composed by Annable. Still I  do not doubt that they were 
nearly all of his doing, as I  think that, had they been the work of several 
persons, some reference to the fact would have been made.

Following this is a 5040 o f ‘ T e n  i n  d o u b l e . ’ This peal, however, is false.
A  course of ‘ Stedman Tripples ’ is pricked next, and following it is the 

false peal of 5040 which I  alluded to in my recent paper on this method. Then 
comes ‘ A n n a b l e ’s T r ip p l e s ,' or, as it is called at a subsequent page, 
‘ Annable’s Principle,’ a course being given of the method, which is a variation 
on Stedman.

‘ S u f f o l k  T r i p p l e s ,’ and then a variation— something similar to Reverse 
Stedman— called ‘ N o n e  S u c h  T r i p p l e s , ’ follows. Then come a good many 
scribbled pages of short touches, &c. On one of them the 
annexed 720 o f Plain Bob Minor appears. This peal is 0
rather a curious one. The first thing that struck me when 3 5 6 4 2 2
I  looked at it was its similarity to a false peal in Shipway. 3 5 4 2 0 1
On comparing the two, I  found that the calls were made 6 4 3 5 2 4
exactly at the same distances apart, and the only difference 3 6 x 5 2 *
was the disposition o f the singles. As I  hastily concluded 4 3 6 5 2 s
that in a peal with two singles only they might be placed in 4 '3 i  0 1
any position so long as there was half a peal between them, - I  3 2 o 5
I  thought this 720 of Annable's would also be false. On 5 3 3 5 4 2  
further investigation, I  found that tbis was not the case, oartend
although the position of the single is the only alteration, at. 3 leads
yet by that means Annable’s is a true, whilst Shipway’s is a 2 5 4 3 6
false peal. The occurrence of this peal in Shipway’s book repeated
is rather singular. A t the foot of Annable's peal is written 
‘ Good,’ and by the side ‘ B. A., 1735,’ which is probably the date of the 
pricking on this page. (T o  ie conimu, d.)
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C O R R E S P O N D E N C E .

B o ys ’ In stitu tes— A  means o f  reta in ing our E lder Scholars.
S i r ,— Having read with, interest the various letters which have appeared 

in Church Bells ‘ on Boys’ Institutes,’ I  have for some years past been under 
the impression that such institutions, i f  carefully watched, will tend to solve 
the question so often put by those Sunday-school teachers who are grieved 
to witness the constant drifting away of our elder pupils,, viz. how to retain 
them after a certain age ? Very few are to be found in our Sunday schools 
above the ages of fourteen or fifteen years of age.

On taking to a class of fourteen boys, who were of an average age of four­
teen years, I  determined that no effort on my part should be wanting to 
retain those committed to my charge, also to add to their numbers from time 
to time. During a period of nearly six years I  had the pleasure of seeing a 
gradual increase, until on resigning my class I  had a hundred, whose ages 
ranged from fourteen to twenty-four years of age, some of whom remained in 
the class after marriage. The members of my Bible-class consisted of clerks, 
pupil-teachers, mechanics, seamen, &c., the majority being employed in the 
ironworks of the district. Now, in anwer to the question, how were these 
results attained ? I  reply, first, by having them from the first in a room 
separate from the Sunday school, but granted by the committee of our 
flourishing Church Institute and Working Man’s Club, of which I  was 
Honorary Secretary for some years. Secondly, I  made it a point of ambition 
that senior scholars attending our school should be admitted to the ‘ Institute 
Bible-Class ’ after presenting themselves as candidates for confirmation. 
Although none were refused admission who had not attended our Sunday 
school, many having joined the class who formerly attended the Sunday 
schools belonging to other denominations, many had never been connected with 
any Sunday school; many were mere waifs whom I  had picked up, and per­
suaded to join us. Absentees were looked up ; the parents visited; a system 
of teaching adopted rather different to the usual Sunday-class routine; a por­
tion of the Church service being used, together with an extemporary address, 
rendered as interesting and instructive as possible. Music entered largely 
into the Sunday programme. The Sick Club, the Savings’ Bank, the Bible- 
class Magazine, with our own page— all lent an interest to the class; and 
last, but not the least, ingredient of success, was the ‘ Boys’ Institute ’ candi­
dates not being admitted to membership in the Church Institute until an age 
which would have excluded the majority of my class.

I  was permitted to occupy the room in which we meet on Sundays. Here, 
from six o’clock till 9.30 every evening might have been seen groups of young 
men and boys variously occupied. A  library furnished the reading portion 
with suitable books. A  table was furnished with monthly and weekly 
periodicals, supplied by the Pure Literature Society. After reading time, 
games of various kinds were provided. Those who were fond o f music 
could form a circle round an excellent organ harmonium. After recreation, 
work began in earnest, in reading, writing, and arithmetic; in the latter I  
was assisted by a kind friend.

I  fear I  have trespassed on your space, or I  could tell o f the good results 
o f these efforts to reach a section of our population, who but for these 
endeavours would have drifted from me into the public-house, or to indulgence 
in  questionable amusements, baneful reading, &c. Everything was free and 
under my own supervision, and I  was sufficiently repaid by the happiness im­
parted to my class, none but members of the class being admitted to its 
Week-Evening Institute. A  goodly number of the members were usefully em­
ployed in extending the welfare of the Church. This I  look upon as the 
highest object attained, viz. that some of its members who have exchanged 
earth for heaven have reached there, under God’s blessing, through the seed 
sown in the Bible Class. J o h n  W. C. J o h n s o n .

Collect for the Fourth Sunday in Adven t.
S i r ,— I  am unable to agree with the appropriateness of altering the Collect 

for the Fourth Sunday in Advent, which'your correspondent ‘ J. S. G.’ advocates. 
Ho speaks of the Collect as having been originally addressed to the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity, and finds fault with later alterations: its his­
tory, as far as I  have been able to read it, differs from this statement. The 
collect in the Sacramentary o f Gelasius, Bp. o f Pome (192), is addressed to 
the First Person of the Trinity. Now Gelasius did not invent: he was only a 
compiler, and there is no reason why the Collect should not have had a similar 
address in the Sacramentary o f Leo the Great (440). To Liturgical students 
it is also well known that the Liturgy of the British Church was derived, 
through the Gallican, from the Ephesene, not from the Roman ‘ use.’ Into 
the Roman Liturgy, as it was from time to time revised, were introduced 
many peculiarities and novelties. The Sacramentary o f Gregory differs much 
from that o f Gelasius, and the present Liturgy from that o f Gregory’s time. 
When Augustine came to England in 597, he found a Liturgy already in use, 
which differed from the Roman. This he revised and Romanised. Was it 
not then that the Latin form referred to by ‘ J. S. G.’ was first introduced ? It  
is_ tills time that we first find it in the Sacramentary of Gregory, then Bishop 
oi Rome.  ̂ A t this distance from books, I  am unable to refer to the Gallican 
and Spanish Liturgies ; but i f  in either of these a collect can he found 
addressed to the First Person of the Trinity, the argument that Augustine 
found a collect so addressed, and altered it in accordance with the Roman 
‘ use,’ is greatly strengthened. The compilers of the Reformed Prayer Book 
wisely returned to the older form, and greatly increased the beauty of the 
collect by enlarging it. ‘ J. S. G.’ is mistaken in thinking (with Wheatly) that 
the words 1 through the satisfaction of Thy Son our Lord ’ were first added in 
the Prayer-book for Scotland : he will find them in the Books of 1549, 1552, 
1559, nearly a. hundred years earlier than the Scotch Book. In passing, let 
me remind your correspondent that the beautiful words ‘ in running the race 
that is  set before us ’ are not in the hooks o f the above dates.

In  conclusion, it is surely inconsistent with the spirit o f the Prayer-book

to increase, without great hesitation, the number of the collects addressed 
directly to the Son. The rule is to address the Father through the Son ; and 
it is only broken through when tbe special event commemorated by the day 
seems almost imperatively to require it (vide St. Stephen’s Day and First 
Sunday in Lent). How opposed this spirit is to that which pervades many 
books of private prayers, your readers will doubtless many of them feel.

St. Margaret's, Dover. J. F r o m e  W i l k i n s o n .

D iaconate or Subdiaconate.
S i r ,— As I  understand it, the thing required is not a modification of the 

existing Diaconate, but the creation of a sub-order. The scheme suggested 
by ‘ J. F.’ seems open to grave objections, chiefly because it is a dangerous 
thing to begin tinkering the Book of Common Prayer through the ordinal. 
The action proposed seems also unnecessarily elaborate and cumbersome.

A ll that would appear to he required is that the Bishops should agree as a 
body to the principle of a sub-diaconate; next, that they should authorise a 
special form of consecration to the office; and, thirdly, that this should 
receive the sanction of Convocation and the Queen in council. Let our 
Fathers in God only show an active interest in the matter in some degree 
proportionate to the urgency of the need for an extension of Church machi­
nery, and it can scarcely be supposed that any ecclesiastical impediment will 
prevail to stop the way, while many earnest men will thus find an opening for 
congenial work in the Church from which they are at present debarred.

E. W. A. B.
W o od en  Structures.

S i r ,— I f  ‘ J. Z.’ will send me particulars as to the size he requires, I  shall 
he glad to give him all the information he needs. W e have lately erected 
two wooden churches, and have others in progress.

T h o m a s  T. P o n s o n b y , Acting Secretary.
Deeds Church Extension Society, Leeds Church 

Institute, Albion Place.
H ym ns.

S i r ,— ‘ Cl'ericus ’ will find the information he asks for in M iller’s Singers 
and Songs o f the Church (Longmans and Co.) J. E. W.

SIRj— Can you tell me in what form the Coronation Service is to be had, 
or whether it is published hy the Parker Society ? P a r o c h u s .

‘ T hos. P rior.’— Y our letter should be addressed to the paper in which 
the report of the sermon appeared.

‘ R o b e r t  F a r r a n t .’— Thanks for your offer and suggestion. W e fear we 
cannot accept them.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G I N G .

Question about A n n ab le ’ s M S . and A g ed  R ingers.
S i r ,— May I  ask Mr. Snowdon to settle a disputed point, and state whether 

College Triples, a lead of which is given in Annable’s MS., are the same as 
College Single Triples, o f which two peals have been rung at Appleton ?

In  the peal o f Stedman’s Caters at Appleton, Berks, J. Newman, who rang 
the third, is now in his eighty-first year, and is the same person of whom you 
published a short biography some time ago. Can any of your readers supply 
another instance of such a veteran change-ringer ? J. S. P r i t c h e t t .

King's Norton.
B elfry  Reform .

S i r ,— Now that belfry reform is happily the subject of general discussion, 
I  should like to make a few remarks on a part of the subject which I  have not 
as yet seen touched upon hy any one, viz., the class and position of the 
ringers. Now I  know it sounds very well in theory to say, ‘ Let a clergyman, 
or other influential person, get together a band of steady young mer, good 
Churchmen, communicants,’ &c.; which is, of course, right enough, where 
practicable. But I  have had some experience in the matter, and generally 
find that young men, soon after they have been taught to ring decently, leave 
the parish, if they be apprentices, shopmen, and such-like, and then you have 
all your trouble over again. I  find that the only way to keep a hand together 
is to get either married men, or men who have some tie in the parish in the 
way o f occupation.

Now, in a country parish one must not be too particular; that is, i f  you 
can get men morally respectable and fairly regular attendants at church, you 
must he satisfied. Much as I  should wish to see all ringers communicants, 
I  find it next to impossible to make this a positive rule. I  find also, in my 
own case, that most of the lads in our parish are afraid to touch the hells 
when they are up, though I  have often got one into the belfry and tried to 
teach him to set a bell— but in vain ; they nearly always fight shy, and refuse 
to touch a rope again after their first trial. I  think it is quite impossible to 
keep a band together unless they are fairly paid (m y men get about 11.15s. to 
2/. per annum). I  must not trouble yon further.

Fleet, Lincolnshire. J . R .  J e r r a m , Churchwarden and Leader.

Change-ringing by the Yorksh ire Association .
O n  Wednesday, Dec. 20th, this Society rang at St. Matthew’s Church, 

Holbeck, Leeds, 6016 ebanges of Kent Treble Bob Major in 3 hrs. 28 mins. 
T. Harrison, treble; S. Basnett, 2nd; H . Hubbard, jun. 3rd; T. West, 4tli; 
W . Walker, 5th ; G. Barraclough, 6th; J. Winder, 7th; J. W . Snowdon, 
Esq., tenor. The peal, which was in one part with the fifth and sixth their 
extent wrong and right in 5-6, was composed hy Mr. W. Harrison, of Mottram, 
and conducted by Jasper W. Snowdon, Esq. Weight of tenor, 16 cwt.—  
Deported.

D ate Tou ch  at W orcester.
O n  Tuesday, December 5th, eight members o f the Worcester Society rang 

at St. Helen’s Church 1876 changes o f Grandsire Triples, being the date of
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the present year. The ringers were F. Owen, treble ; J. Perks, 2nd; H. 
Pheasant, 3rd; W. Webb, 4th; J. Reynolds, 5 tli; H. Wilks, Oth; G. Hobbs, 
7tli; J. Allen, tenor. Composed by H . Pheasant and conducted by H. 
Wilkes. Time, 1 hr. 10 mins. Weight of tenor, 1 l i t  cwt.— Reported.

Change-ringing at Horsham , Sussex.
O n  Monday, December 11th, the following mixed band o f  change-rin gers 

rang at St. Mary’s Church a peal of 5040 Oxford Bob in 3 hrs. 8 mins., 
namely; G. Jenkins, treble; E. Ivniglit, 2nd; W. Alwarcl, 3rd; F. Knight, 
4th; G. Rapley, 5th; J. Jeal, Oth; H . Bnrstow, 7th; J. Hopkins, tenor. 
Conducted by H . Burstow, with 104 bobs and 04 singles.— Reported.

C hange-ringing at Cavendish, Suffolk.
On Saturday evening, December 16th, some members of the Glemsford 

Society o f Change-ringers visited the above village, and rang 720 of Kent 
Treble Bob Minor. Conducted by S. Slater. Tenor by G. Maxim of Cavendish. 
Then a peal of 720 of Cambridge Surprise Minor was rung by the following:—  
Jno. Slater, treble ; Jos. Slater, 2nd ; C. Honeybell, 3rd ; T . Wells, 4th ; S. 
Slater, 5th; F. P. Adams, tenor. Conducted by F. P. Adams. Weight of 
tenor, 12 cwt., in F  sharp; the gift of Ambrose Smith, Esq., o f Nether Hall, 
Cavendish.— Reported.

M uffled  P ea l at St. P e te r ’s, L iverpoo l.
On Sunday, December 17th, after evening service, ten members of the 

Union Society rang a muffled peal of Grandsire Caters, as a token of respeot 
to the late Miss Mary Ann Louisa Asliburner Phillips, who died December 
15th, aged twenty-seven years. Deceased was a member of tlie choir, and 
highly respected throughout Liverpool by the musical societies. The ringers 
were:— E. Powell, Esq., treble; K. Williams, sen., 2nd; J. Meadows, 3rd; 
IT. Meadows, 4 tli; G. Crute, o th ; G. Helsby, Oth; J. Egerton, 7th; Pi,. 
Williams, jun., 8tli; E. Booth, Oth; W. Littler, tenor. Composed and 
conducted by G. Crute.— Reported.

Augm entation  and O pen ing o f B e lls  at Tunstead, Norfolk.
On Monday, Dec. 18th, a Special Service was held in the church of the 

above parish at 2.30 p.m., to celebrate the opening of a new Tenor Bell, which 
had been added to the ring of five by tlie Vicar, Rev. G. H . Harris. The 
prayers were intoned by the Vicar ; and special Psalms and the Hymns, ‘ They 
are lifted to the Steeple,’ and ‘ Not idle are the fleeting sounds,’ were used, the 
service concluding with the 100th Psalm, during the singing of which a 
collection was made for the Additional Curates’ Society. The preacher, the 
Rev. A. Brown, Rector of Calfield, took as his text Ps.lxxxi. 1-3, and founded 
thereon an exceedingly appropriate and .telling discourse. Despite the un­
favourable weather there was a goodly number o f ringers from St. Peter’s, 
Norwich, and the surrounding villages. The opening peal, Bob Minor, was 
rung by a mixed band, as follows:— J. Edridge, treble; W. Smith, 2nd; T. 
Greenwood, 3rd (conductor); R. Sutton, 4th ; W . Freeman, 5th ; J. Skinner, 
tenor. The new bell (.101 cwt., key G) was cast by Messrs. Warner and Sons, 
and hung by Mr. Skinner of Norwich, and completes a very musical ring.'—■ 
Reported.

Change.ringing at M anchester.
On Tuesday, December 19th, eight ringers rang at the Cathedral o f Man­

chester a touch of Grandsire Triples, containing 1876 changes (the date of 
the present year), in 1 hr. 15 mins. The band stood thus :— W. Cross, treble; 
J. Greatrix, 2nd; J. Lowcock, 3rd; T. Brazier, 4th; J. Wintei'bottom, 5th; 
J. Astbury, jun. (38th regiment), 0th ;. J. Eachus, 7th; J. Withers, tenor. 
This touch, which contains the 24 0-7’s, was composed and conducted by 
J. Astbury, jun. (38th regiment). Weight of tenor, 25 cwt. Key, E flat. 
— Reported.

M eetin g  o f the Yorkshire Assoc ia tion .
On Saturday, Jan. 0th, the usual Quarterly Meeting of the Society is ap­

pointed to bo held at Hunslet. A ll companies intending to be present are 
requested to send notice to the Hun-let Society o f Change-ringers, so that 
preparations for entertaining them may be made. A  General Meeting o f the 

' Society will be held at five o’clock. On payment o f the subscription for the 
present year each member will be entitled to his certificate of membership. 
A resolution for the admission of honorary members will be brought before 
the Society.

Felkirk Church, Barnsley, Yorkshire.
T h e  bells of this old church have recently been rehung with new fittings 

complete, the tenor and fourth bells have been quartered, and the fourth 
retuned, and new clappers have been fitted to the three old bells. Three 
new bells, the gift o f Thomas Dymond, Esq., of Burntwood Hall, Barnsley, 
have been added to form a ring of six. The new bells were supplied by 
Messrs. Warner. The entire work has been done in a most satisfactory 
manner by Mr. Mallahy, of Masham. The bells were opened (on the day 
of the reopening of the church after restoration) by ringers invited from 
Barnsley and Dewsbury, assisted by Mr. Mallaby and his son, who rang 
several touches throughout the day of Oxford Treble, Kent Trebles, Violet 
Trebles, New London Pleasure, London Scholars’ Pleasure, Bob Minors and 
Grandsire Doubles.— Repotted.

Ad d ition  and Correction.
T h e  peal o f  Grandsire Triples rung by the St. James’s Society o n  Satur­

day, November ISth (see Church Bells f o r  December 2), took place at St. Mary’s, 
Mortlake, Surrey.

Question.
W h a t  is the age of J. W. Cattle, the youth who conducted the Triples on 

the 18th, rung by the St. James’s Society ?

R eceived  a l s o .— 0. P r iv o t t ; 8. C raw ley ; E. E l io t : C. D. P . Davies.

A N N A B L E ’ S M S .
B y  J a sp e r  W .  S n o w d o n , I lk le y ,  Y o rk s h ir e .

( Continued from  page 39.)
On the subsequent leaves are more methods on 5, 7, and 8 bells, none of 

which are particularly interesting, until a page is reached headed ‘ U n io n  B o b , 
5120.’ Under it is written out, by the lead ends, the original peal of Treble 
Bob— viz. four before, two wrong, and two at home. Unfortunately there is 
no evidence as to whether Annable composed this peal himself or not. In 
1718, when it was rung, he would be between twenty and thirty years of age ; 
and so he might have done it. Still, I  think it would probably have been 
found in this book at an earlier page had it been his work.

A  few pages after the different course ends produced, with various hobs, 
in ‘ P l a i n  Bob T r i p p l e s ,’ are given, with the information, ‘ Posted N. B. 
page 21,’ the similar courses of 1 L o n d o n  S u e p e iz e  on 8 ’ follow.

The next thing of interest is ‘ P l a i n  Bob C in q u e s , 5016 changes.’ This 
peal will be found reproduced in Mr. Hubbard’ s new edition, page 132. This 
note is appended:—

‘  B y  calling 3 bobs a t the courses end it  goes 5456 changes.’

Further on the most interesting page in the whole hook is reached; it is 
headed 1 G o g m a g o g  T r i p p l e s .’ N o w , I  drew attention to the fact that 
Gogmagog on five bells was only Grandsire with several singles introduced; 
and this is exactly the same thing in Triples : it is merely a 5040 of Grandsire 
on the three-lead course plan, as practised and rung at the present time. 
Among the great number of methods described Gogmagog triples is not to be 
found, or it would be shown how Annable distinguished it from Grandsire. 
The fact is evident that he did not consider it what may be called a three-lead 
method, as the 5040 is written out by the lead ends, and the bob leads are dis­
tinguished from the plain leads by having a dot prefixed, and the singles are 
marked by a cross in front of them, while the plain leads have not any sign 
before them.

From this I  conclude that Annable did not consider the use of ordinary 
singles in Grandsire was consistent with the method, and that he, at least, did 
not recognise such peals which are now considered Grandsire to be entitled 
to that name ; and probably, having set up this standard, he would not even 
abate his opinion when Holt’s peal, with only two singles, was produced. By 
this means the unfavourable opinion which the Norwich men in their letter 
to Dr. Mason (see Church Bells, Sept. 18th, 1875) stated that Annable held of 
this production is accounted for. The following are Annable’s peal and bis 
remarks:—

2 3 4 5 6 7

7 5 2 0 3 4 1
3 4 7 2 6 5 2 
5 2 3 6 4 7
4 7 5 3 0 2 2 
2 3 4 0 7 5 1 
7 5 2 4 6 3 2
3 4  7 6 5 2 J 

S2 5 3 7 6 4 '  
4 7 2 6 5 3 '  
5 3 4 2 6 7 '

7 2 5 0 3 4 ' 7 2 3 6 5 4 '
3 4 7 5 6 3 , S 4 5 7 3 6 2 ,

2 3 4 0 5 7 '2 5 3 6 4 7 ,
4 7 2 3 C 5 2 5 72  4 6 3 2

S3 5 4 0 7 2 ' 3 4 5 6 7 2 *
7 2 3 4 6 5 , 7 2 3 5 6 4 2 

4 5 7 0 2 3 '5 4 7 6 2 3 ,
2 3 5 7 6 4 , 2 3 4 7 6 5 2 

5 7 2 6 3 4 '4 7 2 6 3 5 1
3 5 4 2 6 7 S 4 3 5 2 6 7

7 2 4 6 3 5  
S 5 3 7 4 6 2 ' 

2 4 5 6 3 7 ,  
3 7 2 5 0 4 '  

S5 4 3 C 7 2 
7 2 5 3 6 4 '  
4 3 7 6 2 5 '  

S 5 2 4 7 6 3 ' 
3 7 5 6 2 4 '  

S 4 2  3 5 6 7 '

‘  840 changes 3 (s ic) tim es repeated goes 2520, at w h ich  tim e the double change w h ich  
w ill b rin g  them  round m ust be om itted, and a bob called in  the room  o f  i t . ’

This peal I  may remark is, in the irregular disposition of the singles— 
something like that by the Unknown Author in Shipway and the Clavis. 
Aunable’s peal having a single at the end o f each part, it has to be omitted at 
the half-peal ends ; and therefore the number is 46 only, as against 48 in that 
by the 4 Unknown/ I  think it probable that this peal was composed about 
1737-9, because a few pages back is the ‘ B. A. 1735,’ and between that and 
the page on which is the peal there is the note about the ringing of Morning 
Exercise in 1737, and on the next page to the peal is scribbled ‘ Easter Day,
1739.’

That Annable was a very practical composer is evident from the fact that 
on the next page he gives a reference to the peal of 5040 Boh Major with the 
078 twelve times at home, and shows how, by commencing at different course 
ends, 16 peals with the same property may be produced.

After exhaustive tables o f course ends in Bob Major, comes ‘ S t . G e o e g e ’s 
B o b  M a j o e ,’ with a description of the method and the way to call 5040 of it, 
with this note:—

‘  Th is peal was first rung b y  the College You tbs  a t St, George’s in  Southwark, 1750,’

On the next page there is a false peal of 6336 of T w e l v e  i n  d o u b l e ,’ and 
also a true peal of~501G, which will be found in Hubbard’s new edition, page 
143 ; the following is appended to this peal:—

119 courses 12-In Double, rung b y  the C ollege Y ou tbs  a t St. Saviour’s, Southwark, 1739.’ 

After leads o f 4 Grandsire Court’ and ‘ Court Bob 2nd way,’ both on eight 
bells, several touches of • Grandsire Caters are given, and then a peal of 5076 
changes of the same method, with an alternative mode of calling, by which the 
last nine leads may be reduced one lead and the changes will number 5058. 
The former of the peals is reproduced in Hubbard’s work, page 107. ii/is 
peal, from the note—

‘ 5076 rung a tt Fu llham , M arch 16, 1745,’ 

is identified with a performance of the College Youths on that date.
At the head of the next page is written, ‘ Michaelmas Day. 1739,’ and on 

the opposite leaf the course ends of short courses of Bob Major; :iiat is, those 
in which the tenors make hobs are given; and then a peal of Boo Major, 
wherein the tenors are parted in several courses, is pricked. A i the side of 
this peal is written, ‘ 5088, A. E. 1739/ Probably the initials are those of the 
composer ; i f  so, this is the only instance of any o ne's name or initials, except 
the cases mentioned where Annable’s occur, being attached to any of the 
peals in the book. (To he coniinuedj
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sent either to Hubert Hodson, Esq., Secretary to the Bishop of Lichfield; 
W. T . S. Horton, Esq., Talbot Villa, Rugeley; or m yself; or John Grier, Esq.* 
3 Chichester Road, Upper TVestbourne Terrace, W .

R. M. G rier, Vicar o f  Rug el cy.
W in ch ester D iocesan  Conference.

S i r ,— "Will you kindly allow me to state, for the information of Churchmen 
in this diocese, that the next Session of the Conference will be held at W in­
chester early in the month of July ? Subjects proposed for discussion should 
be sent to me not later than the 25th of this present month, in order that the 
list may be laid before the General Purposes Committee, which is to meet 
very shortly after that date. W . T. Jones, Secretary.

A ll Saints' Vicarage, Tilford , Farnham.
Sir,— Your inquirer for 4 wooden ’ buildings will find all needful inform­

ation on application to Mr. J. Richardson, 99 Euston Rpad, from whom I  have 
just received a prospectus o f such articles. F. G. M. P.

Sir,— In  answer to 4 Paroclius,’ December 30, Coronation Service is to be 
had of B. M. Pickering, 196 Piccadilly, edited by J. F. Russell, Rector o f 
Greenhithe. Price, 6d. or Is. J. C.

Miss Cross would be glad to hear of any one in the United Kingdom 
who would like to receive Church Bells during the ensuing year, to be posted 
prepaid not later than the Friday following publication.

Coney Garths, Ripon.
1 Ecglesiastici/s ’ should write to the Bishops’ secretaries. The Bishops 

do not all require the same qualifications. Probably none o f them would 
require a Dublin B.A. to go through a course at a theological college, but 
they would no doubt all require evidence o f his having received some theo­
logical training before admitting him as a candidate.

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— Sabbatarius ; J . C. ; Another L a y  Churchman ; B . B.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association.
On Wednesday, December 27th, this Society rang at St. Matthew’s, 

Holbeek, Leeds, 5056 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major in 2 hrs. 59 mins. 
T. Harrison, treble; R. Binns, 2nd; H. Moss, 3rd; J. Whitaker, 4th; H. 
Hubbard, jun., 5th; J. Dixon, 6th ; W. Walker, 7th; J. W. Snowdon, tenor. 
The peal, which was composed by Mr. W. Harrison of Mottram, and has 
the sixth its extent in 5-6, was conducted by Jasper W. Snowdon, Esq. 
W eight of tenor, 16 cwt.— Reported.

A ll  Saints’ Church, W iga n , Lancashire.
On Saturday, December 23rd, a peal of Bob Minor w’as rung at the above 

church, comprising 720 changes, hy the following persons, in 30 mins.:—
H. W. Jackson, treble: H . Bentley, 2nd ; J. Aspinwall, 3rd; J. Curtis, 4th; 
S. Gaskell, 5th; W. Hamer, tenor. Weight o f tenor, 29 cwt. Conducted hy 
Mr. H. W. Jackson of Bolton.— Reported.

St. M ary ’s Church, M asham , Yorkshire.
T h e  Nativity of our Blessed Lord was ushered in at Masham with a joyful 

peal at six o’clock in the morning. Peals were continued at intervals during 
the day, including a peal of 720 Oxford Treble Bob Minor at 10 a.m., also a 
touch of 480 changes of Oxford Treble Boh M ajor; and before the evening 
service at 6.30 they rang 360 changes of Kent Treble Bob Minor. The 
ringing throughout was conducted by Mr. T . Mallaby, churchwarden of the 
parish and church-bell banger.— Reported.

Change-ringing at Ross, Herefordshire.
On Tuesday, December 26th, a mixed band visited this place, and rang at 

the parish church a date touch of Grandsire Triples, containing 1876 touches, 
in 1 hr. 5 mins., as follows: —  J. Gough, treble; C. Davies, Esq., 2nd;
F. Musty, 3rd; J. Drinkwattr, 4 th ; G. Phillott, Esq., 5th ; H . Gardner, 
6 th; G. Wanklyn, 7th; P. Preedy, tenor. Composed and conducted by G. 
Wanklyn. Weight o f tenor, 24 cwt. Key, E flat.— Reported.

R in gers ’ D inner at Ashtead, Surrey.
On Thursday, the 21st Dec., a large company of ringers of Ashtead and 

the adjoining villages were kindly invited to a dinner at the parish school­
room, Ashtead, which was given by the Rector, the Rev. W. R. C. Adamson, 
as a mark of respect to the ringers, and to show the desire he has for the art 
o f change-ringing to flourish. The Rector presided, being supported by 
several gentlemen o f the village, in all amounting to about forty. Before 
dinner a touch of Stedman’s Triples was rung on the church bells.— Reported.

M eetin g  at P lym outh  o f  the G uild  o f  D evonsh ire R ingers.
O n  Wednesday, this Association had a gathering at Plymouth— large, and 

woqld have been larger but for the weather. They attended St. Andreev’s 
in the morning, where the Rev, C. T. Wilkinson spoke in his sermon about 
the benefit these Guilds were likely to he in raising the character of the 
ringing fraternity. A t the dinner in the Royal Hotel there were present 
among the sixty— C. A. W. Troyte, Esq., in the chair; Revs. Maitland Kelly, 
Plympton St. Maurice; J. L. Langdon Fulford, Woodbury (Secretary); 
S. W. E. Bird, A ll Saints, Plymouth ; and Rev. J. A. Kempe, M erton; 
Messrs. J. Shelly, C. Xorrington, W. J. Woollcombe, C. H . Norrington, &c. 
After dinner the President moved the thanks of the company to the Vicar 
o f Si. Andrew’s for giving the Guild the opportunity of attending service, 
and to divers others who had d iovn  them favours on their visit. H e referred 
also to certain parties who did not look upon the Guild with any favour, and 
hoped they would in a few years change their minds. The Rev. Secretary 
said there had been proposed thirteen performing members since their last

general meeting, who were now elected. In  the afternoon the members o f 
the Guild showed their ringing skill on the bells of several churches.— Local 
Paper.

[N o report o f particulars of peals rung have reached us.— E d . ]

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— Sunday R inger. C. P rive t. S. Crawley. R obert Pankison . S. B . 
James : you r exce llen t le tte r  on B e lfry  R eform  is not qu ite  suitable fo r  the general reader.

Church Bells declines to  tout the m erits  o f beil-liangers and bell-founders. Our columns 
are open fo r  advertisem ents and testim onials.

A N N A B L E ’ S M S .
B y  J a sp e r  W .  S n o w d o n , I lk le y ,  Y o rk s h ire .

{Concluded from page 51.)
F u r t h e r  on 4 S t e d m a n ’s C a t e r s  ’ appears, with a few short touches ; the 

hob, however, is made in fifth’s place. The following page is interesting, and 
shows how thoroughly Annable went into his work. The leaf is headed 
4 T r e b l e  B o b  o n  T e n ,’ and the treble leads of 8 courses are given, and a note 
to the effect that these are all the courses that can he had with 7890 together 
and a double boh at home at each course end. To this is added:—

‘ A l l  the d ifferent w ays to call ju st 5000 that can be had and have the 7, 8, 9, 0 as above, 
b y  observing these 8 Nos. as a table, per exam ple.’

The course ends are numbered, and then referred to with the result that 
the following eight peals, to express them in the usual manner, are given : —
31 W H M W H M W H M W H 31 W H 31 W H M W H

1 2 2  2 1 1 2 1 2 ]  2 0 o 1 2

2  2 1 2 1 2 ] 1 2 3  2 1  ~  2 1 1 2

These are all true, and have, I  dare say, been reproduced, time after time, 
hy other m en; some of them are to be found in print. After such an ex­
haustive process, it is now impossible to get an original peal of Treble Boh 
Royal of exactly 5000 changes in five parts with two hobs at home at each 
course end.

Following the above are two 720’s of Boh Minor, the first having this note 
added, 4 Rung at Hessen, 1741;’ and the latter, 1 First rung at Cripplegate,
1740.’ Further on comes another 720 with 32 bobs and 2 singles ; this is the 
peal familiar to readers of the Clavis and Shipway, and which was probably a 
production of Annable’s.

‘ Grandsire  T r ipple s  with 24 doubles ’ is the heading of another page, 
and a peal on the three-lead plan is described, the singles being made in the 
2nd and 3rd, or the 2nd and 5th places at the end of each respective course of 
15 leads, what is now known as a 4 Holt’s * single being made at the half-peal 
ends.

After this comes 4 C o u r t  B o b  ’ on ten bells, which is our Double London 
Court Bob R oyal; then there is 4 G o g m a g o g  T r ip p l e s  ’ again, with two trials 
for a bob-and-singie peal, as I  believe they are sometimes called.

A  table o f course ends o f Double London Court Boh Royal is then to be 
found, and a note to a touch of 560 states that it was—

* The first p eal y t . was rung, August 22d, 1741, a t St. Sepulchre’s, London .’

At the foot of this page is written below a five-hell peal called 4 Any Thing,
4 Aug. 28, 1747.’ A  peal of 5040 o f Double London Court Bob Royal is also 
here given.

A  few pages further on I  am reminded that 4 there is nothing new under 
the sun,’ as I  find a lead of a method which is described thus :—

‘  Th is  peal is a ll P la in  Bob M ajor excep t w here the do t is set, and there the tw o  bells 
before dodg and the be ll in  th ird ’s p lace lyes s till.’

This is the variation, on eight bells, with which my name was some time 
ago connected with a false 720 of Minor. A  description of how to call a 5040 
is given, hut I  have not looked at i t : between ourselves, I  generally turn this 
leaf over quickly.

A t a subsequent page a good deal of pricking is to he found, where A nn able 
endeavoured to obtain a peal of Grandsire, grounded on the three-lead 
principle, hut hy omitting bobs instead of calling singles. I t  is needless to 
add that all the attempts are failures.

After rules for calling Treble Bob round, the hook seems to have been given 
up to miscellaneous pricking, and even a piece o f very doggerel rhyme makes its 
appearance. In  fact, there is nothing of interest until, on a page with a touch 
of 504 of Stedman Triples, the following names, written in pencil, appear :—  
4 Annable— Laughton.’ To those who have previously heard of these men—  
noted men in their day— this record is interesting, showing as it does that 
they were probably assisting each other in the work of the advancement of 
ringing, as it seems to me that they were both perhaps connected with the 
composition of this touch. As the name o f Laughton may not be so well known 
to some persons as that of Annable, I  may mention that the names of both 
these persons frequently occur in the earliest reccrds of peal ringing. They 
were both College Youths, and Laughton also belonged to a Society known as 
the 4 Rambling Ringers,’ which existed for a short time about 1733-4. A  MS. 
record of the doings of this Company, written in a 4 sort’ of verse, still exists, 
and I  trust some day to write a short account of it for these columns. Now, 
however, when I  have the opportunfiy, let me fulfil a request made, so many 
years ago, by the chronicler of their doings, concerning a certain performance :—

‘ O f Sp ittlefie lds again I  w rite .
W e  m et there at Crismas eve  a t n ight,
To rin g  seven hundr’d Cambridge, on 
T h e  six  b iggest bells, which none had done,
N o r  e igh teen  Score, or plain, or treble,
Since th ey  h ad b in  hung up i ’-th ’-steeple,
Since wre then  are the first tha t did,
L e t  i t  to a fter ages live,
A n d  be said w hen  w e  are dedd and gon,
That b y  th e  Ram blers i t  was rung.’

Further on Union Caters, with several touches, is given : and, after more 
promiscuous pricking, this interesting and valuable record of :he earliest days 
of Change-ringing concludes with an index to the different methods contained 
in the volume.
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Yorksh ire A ssoc ia tion  o f  Change-ringers.
On Saturday, January Oth, the quarterly meeting of this Society was held 

at Hunslet, Leeds, when a large number of ringers assembled. In  the 
morning eight o f the memhers rang on the hells of St. Mary’s a peal of Grand­
sire Triples, and subsequently many different touches were rung by the 
various companies. A  committee meeting took place during the afternoon, 
and also the general meeting was held, when the President, Jasper W. 
Snowdon, Esq., took the chair. I t  was then decided to admit honorary mem­
hers to the Society on one payment of 10s. 6d., and the April meeting of the 
Society was also arranged to be held at Bingley. A  vote of thanks was also 
passed to the Ilkley Amateur Society for the plate presented to the Association 
for printing the certificates of membership, and further votes of thanks were 
accorded to the Vicar and Churchwardens for the use of the bells, and to the 
Hunslet Ringers for their preparations and hospitality. The certificate of 
membership— a copy of which is presented to each member— is executed in 
ohrqnia-lithography, in gold and several colours. Besides the inscription, 
setting forth tlie name of the Society and such matters, the prominent objects 
are four vignettes which occupy the corners of the sheet, and illustrate the 
four twelve-bell churches to be found in the county of Yorkshire, viz. Sheffield, 
Halifax, Leeds, and York Minster, A  pair of crossed hand-bells, and a large 
bell on which is the legend, 1 Pounded 1875,’ serve to fill up the remainder of 
the card, and also to record the date of the foundation o f the Society.—  
Contributed,

C hange-ringing in Ireland.
A t  midnight of Dec. 21 the Waterford Society of Change-ringers rang in 

Christmas morning with a touch o f Grandsire Triples, consisting of 1008 
changes. After which they fired several times, opening into Queen’s, Tittums, 
and Whittingtons. The ringers were: •— Livermore, treble; G. Atherton, 
2nd; R. S. Blee, .3rd; G. Clampett, I t h ; R. Cherry, 5th ; G. J. Mackesy, M.D., 
6th ; T. Atherton, 7th; T . Cherry, tenor. The various memhers of the above 
Society are in the liahit of ringing for the services held in the Cathedral on 
Sundays and holy days. Perhaps it is not generally known that Waterford, 
and St. Patrick’s, Dublin, are the only places in Ireland where the art of 
change-ringing is practised. Attempts have been made to establish it else­
where, but so far without success.— Irish  Ecclesiastical Gazette.

M uffled P ea l at St. P e te r ’s, L iverpoo l.
On Thursday, December 28th, eight members of the Union Society rang 

half a peal of Grandsire Triples (Mr. Holt’s ten-part), containing 2520 changes, 
in 1 hr. 43 mins. The ringers were:— G. Crute, treble ; R. Williams, sen., 
2nd; A. Heron, 3rd; H. Meadows, 4th; J. Egerton, 5th; G. Helsby, 6th; 
R. Williams, jun., 7th ; W. Brooks, tenor. G. Crute. conductor. The above 
was rung with the hells muffled, as a last tribute of respect to the memory of 
the late Mr. William Royle of Manchester, who was highly respected by the 
memhers of the Union Society.— Reported.

C h ange-ringing at St. B artho lom ew ’ s, W esthoughton , 
Lancashire,

On Saturday, December 30th, the ringers o f the above church, assisted by 
their tutor, Mr. Prescot of Hindley, rang Mr. John Holt’s ten-part peal of 
5040 Grandsire Triples, which were brought round in 2 hrs. 50 mins. The 
ringers were :— J. Prescot, treble (conductor); W. Brown, 2nd; J. Woodward, 
3rd; II. Heaton, 4th; J. Vickers, 5th; A. Hodkinson, 6th; J. WhiUingbam, 
7th ; J. Partington, tenor. A ll being their first peals, excepting J. Vickers. 
— Contributed.

M uffled P ea l at Netherton , W orcestersh ire.
On Saturday evening, December 30th, a muffled peal was rung at St. 

Andrew’s, Netherton, consisting of 1876 changes, in different six-scores, as 
a token o f respect for the late Mrs. Blanche Skidmore, who presented these 
bells to the church in 1871. A muffled peal has been rung on every anni­
versary of her death, Dec. 30, 1872. The ringers tvere:— R. Round, treble 
J. Townsend, 2nd; J. Smith, 3rd; J. Robinson, 4th; J. Prestidge, 5th ; F. 
Hodgkiss, tenor. Conducted by J. Smith. Time, 1 hr. 20 mins. Weight of 
tenor, 12 cwt.— Contributed.

C h ange-ringing at G lem sford, Suffolk.
On Saturday, December 30th, the following members o f the Glemsford 

Society o f Change-ringers rang upon the bells of the above church four peals 
o f Minor, 720 changes each; viz. New London Pleasure, Oxford Bob, York­
shire Court, and Double Court Bob, in 2 lirs .:— F. Slater, treble ; S. Slater, 
2nd; C. Adams, 3rd; Z. Slater, 4th; F. Wells, 5th; F. P. Adams, tenor. 
Conducted by F. P. Adams.— Contributed.

Change-ringing at W o lstan ton , Staffordshire.
On Sunday evening, Dec. 31st, the Vicar, in accordance with his annual 

custom on the last day of the old year-, entertained the ringers at the Vicarage; 
after which they proceeded to the belfry, and opened the new year by ripsmg 
a Date Peal of 1877 changes, consisting of 437 changes in the Court Boh 
method, 720 changes of Grandsire, and 720 changes o f Plain Boh. The 
ringers were :— J. Pointon, treble; J. Wootton, jun., 2nd; W. Miller, jun., 3rd; 
J. Bowyor, 4th ; R. A. Ledward, 5th ; S. Spencer, tenor. The peal was con­
ducted by S. Spencer, and brought round in 1 hr. 14 mins.— Contributed.

[W e wish the generous Vicar a happy New Year: but if, in God’s mercy, 
his life should be spared to another New-year's Eve on a Sunday, we would 
suggest his deferring his entertainment to the next day. Let him meet his 
clever ringers at midnight in the belfry, and there, on their knees, join with 
them in thanksgiving for past mercies, and prayers for God’s blessing through 
the coming year,— Be.]

C hange-ringing in W orcestersh ire.
On the morning of the New Year a mixed Society from Tewkesbury, 

Worcester, and Cheltenham, visited Pershore Abbey, with the intention o f 
starting for a peal of Grandsire Triples ; but were unable to effect anything 
further than a few short touches, owing to the awkward arrangements made 
in the tower at the late restoration of the church. In  the afternoon they 
visited Worcester, and rang at St. Helen’s, in I  hr. 32 mins., the first half o f 
Holt’s ten-part peal. R ingers:— G. dea l, treble; C. Davies, 2nd; W . I. 
Pates, 3rd; J. Wathen, 4th ; J. Reynolds, 5th; H . Wilkes, 6th ; E . Wallis, 7th; 
N. Wale, tenor. Conducted by H . Wilkes.— Contributed.

[Are ‘ the awkward arrangements’ alluded to at Pershore owing to the 
architect’s meddling with the bells ? I f  so, it strengthens us in our opinion 
that architects should not he allowed to interfere in such matters: let all bell 
arrangements be left in the hands of the bell-hanger.— Em]

Change-ringing at M irfie ld , Northorpe, Yorkshire.
On Monday, Jan. 1, the Society of Change-ringers of St. Mary Church 

rang a true peal of Kent Treble Bob Royal, consisting of 5040 changes, which 
was brought round in 3 hrs. 46 mins. I t  is the first peal rung on these bells. 
The ringers were— J. Holt, treble; T. Crawshaw, 2nd; I I .  Hinchcliffe, 3rd; 
T. Oxley, I t h ; B. Robinson, 5th; D. Charkson, 6th; S. Dawson, 7th; H. 
Birth, 8th ; J. Peacock, 9th; E. Firth, tenor and conductor. W eight of tenor, 
31 cwt.— Contributed.

D ate Touches.
1877 of Kent Treble Bob Major was rung at Bradford, Yorkshire, on the 

1st inst. Also, on the same day, the same touch was rung at Halifax, 
Yorkshire.— Contributed.

Change-ringing at H a lsa ll Parish  Church, Lancashire.
O n Tuesday, Jan. 2, a peal of Grandsire Minor was rung at the above 

church, comprising 720 changes, in 23 mins., by the following lingers:—  
J. Prescott, treble ; R. Clayton, 2nd; H . Winrow, 3rd; N . Spencer, I t h ; 
J. Winrow, 5th; J. Aspinwall, tenor. Conducted by Mr. John Aspinwall.—  
Contributed.

R in g in g  at Tew kesbury, G loucestershire.
On Thursday, January Ith, the Society of this town rang at the Abbey 

Church the first half o f Taylor’s six-part peal of Grandsire Triples in 1 hr. 
33 mins., as follows :— G. Cleal, treble; G. Davies, 2nd; G. Haines, jun., 3rd ; 
S. Mayall, Ith  ; E. Tusall, 5th ; J. Wathen, 6th ; E. Wallis, 7th ; W . Haines, 
tenor. Conducted by J. Wathen. Weight of tenor, 23 cwt. Key D. This is 
believed to be the greatest length yet achieved by native ringers.— Contributed.

Change-ringing at App leton , Berks.
On the Eve of the Feast of the Epiphany the Appleton ringgrs-celebrated 

the holy season by ringing on the bells o f the parish church— first, eighteen 
score of Grandsire Minor, and then a true quarter-peal of Stedmatfs'Tiiples, 
comprising 1260 changes, with the Queen’s, Tittums, and the fifteen 6,-J’s, 
The band for the latter toueli was as follows :— J. Newman, treble; E . Holi- 
field, 2nd; G. Holifield, 3rd; B. Barrett, I th ; J. Avery, 5th; Rev. F. E. 
Robinson, Oth; H . Woodwards, 7th; R. Bennett, tenor. Conducted by the 
Rev. F. E . Robinson.— Contributed.

St. John ’s, Capel, Surrey.
The bells of tbis church have been rehung, and a new treble added, by 

subscription, to form a ring o f six, cast by Messrs. Warner and Sons; and 
on Monday, the 16th o f December, the first peal was rung by the Capel 
ringers, viz. 720 of Court Boh, composed by Mr. II. Burstow, o f Horsham, 
with 24 singles. The ringers were :— R. Worsfold, treble; A. Tidy, 2nd; G. 
Holloway, 3rd; G. Mills, 4th ; E. Jordan, 5th ; D. Jordan, tenor and conductor. 
Also, 720 of Plain Bob Minor and 720 o f Oxford Bob M inor; also touches of 
Oxford Double and Triple Bob Minor, and some Grandsire Doubles, were 
rung, with the assistance of some friends from Horsham, Rusper, and Ockley. 
— Contributed.

G ift o f a B e ll by a Parish  Clerk.— Alrew as, Staffordshire.
A  new  tenor has been added to the ring of five. This bell is the gift o f 

William Thomas, who has been clerk o f the church for nearly fifty years. 
On New-year's Day this noble gift was dedicated at a special service in the 
church, after which peals and touches of Grandsire, Plain Bob, and Stedman’s 
Doubles, and Grandsire Minor, were rung by a band of amateur ringers from 
the adjoining parish, St. Michael’s, Lichfield.— Contributed.

An n ab le ’ s M S.
Sin,— Allow me to suggest that Mr. Snowdon should give us a lead o f each 

system, with an example of Bob or Single, as it appears in the MS. I  have 
no doubt hut that a number of ringers— although they never before heard of 
some of the systems that have been mentioned, and would not attempt to rkig 
them— would he delighted to see a lead of each. B. K e e b l e .

Rmnjord.
A  Y ou n g  Conductor.

T he Youth who is reported to have conducted the Triples on the 18th 
December, tells us that he w ill be twenty-three next February. H e wishes 
to know i f  there be a younger conductor?

A  Correction.
T he peal of Triples lately rung at Lytham was conducted by Mr.— not 

Mrs.— Henry Gregson.

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— S. Marsh : w e h a v e  had no space f- r  Tablets la te ly ; all in  due time. 
C. G-. L o ck e r : w e  don ’t  understand 11-2 changes o f  K en t T reb le  Bob. "Were th ey  call 
changes? Jos. M orrison : bells cannot be ru n g  by  m achinery— th ey  m ay be ch im ed ; to  

I be rung th e y  m ust be swung. Joseph S co tt : for books on R ing ing , see our advertisem ents.
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Dean H owson.
Sir .— No truer word was ever uttered in your leading articles than the 

conclusion of the contribution of ‘ M.’ about Dean Howson. To one who has 
known him for fifteen years, and who used to look up to him with reverence 
as a brave and liberal-minded Churchman, his line the last few years has 
appeared perfectly inexplicable. Being such a public man, and so much 
respected for the very qualities I  have mentioned above, the disappointment of 
his admirers (o f whom I  confess I  am one) is extreme. I  have heard laity 
without the slightest taint of Ritualism about them express the same regret. 
Surely the unreasoning bigotry of Liverpool Orangeism cannot have more 
weight with him now than it used to have when a resident in its midst?

C. S. H ., A ng lican .

W h a t is the E ng lish  Church but a Creation o f the State ?
Si r ,— I  have an idea that ‘ The Priesthood and Legislation’ contains 

many wholesome truths; take the following, for instance,— ‘ A ll was decided 
by the Bishops.’ And since the Bishops are the Heads of the Church, and 
have sanctioned ‘ the Bill,’ Lord Penzance’s Court is, whether people like it 
or not, a Church Court. But what I am most concerned to know is, whether 
the Archbishops and Bishops ever had any spiritual authority or jurisdiction 
other than that derived from the State, or from Acts of Parliament ? This is 
a pertinent question, and it appears that it cannot be answered save in the 
negative; and granted that the negative answer is the right one, and that the 
State cannot give what it does not possess— spiritual authority, &c.— it follows 
that what is called the English Church is no Church at all, but (as she has 
been, perhaps aptly, described) merely a department of the Civil Service, a 
creature of the State, and has been so from the time of the so-called 
Reformation.

This being the case, what is the duty of English Catholics ? Simply this : 
to ‘ come out’ of the State-created thing, reorganize themselves, elect and 
consecrate Bishops, and form a Canonical Church, which would be the English 
Catholic Church. The only other thing they can do is to go to Rome.

This is quite a personal view and opinion on the matter, and I  should like 
to see the subject further ventilated through-the medium of your columns.

Guernsey. M edland  L e t h b r id g e .
[W e think we may answer the question which our correspondent asks in 

his letter, by saying that Archbishops and Bishops have an authority in 
things spiritual derived from God, aud in accordance with Holy Scriptures, 
which is binding npon the consciences of the faithful, and this authority no 
secular State can ever give or take away; but the power of enforcing their 
authority by temporal measures affecting the property or persons of those 
subject to it is derived from the State. I t  is quite clear that to some measure 
this must be so, whether there be an establishment or no establishment, as 
long as the position of any one as a member of the Church or an officer of it 
involves the use and enjoyment of certain property.

When, however, our c orrespondent seems to imply that the question in his 
letter is the same as that at the head of liis letter, we must point out to him 
that the power o f enforcing spiritual authority by temporal measures is not 
synonymous with the words ‘ the English Church.’

The Bishop of Lincoln (Elements o f  Instruction in  the Church, Part iii. 
chapter v .), to the question, ‘ Do spiritual persons derive their spiritual power 
from kings, i-e. the State?’ answers, ‘ Spiritual persons derive their spiritual 
power from Ch r is t  alone, but in Christian countries the auth< rity to exercise 
that power upon particular persons, in particular places, such as dioceses and 
parishes, is derived from laws, ecclesiastical and civil,-and from the sovereign, 
who, by his royal assent, is the efficient cause of law/

We earnestly recommend the little book from which we have quoted, which 
is published by Rivingtons, price sixpence, to the careful study of our corre­
spondent, and to all others who wish for some clear guidance in the present 
difficult position of affairs.— E d.]

Tem perance and T o ta l Abstinence.
S i r ,—Having established a branch o f the Church Temperance Society in 

my parish, I  wish to buy some stirring tracts on the subject of Temperance, 
leavng open the question as to moderation or abstention, as the Society 
professes to do. But the Society’s tracts seem all to take the same view as the 
letter o f ‘ A Clergyman’s W ife,’ in your paper of Jaauary 13th, who says that 
‘ the experience of all who have worked in earnest among the drunken is 
this,— “  I  lose all power i f  I  cannot say, ‘ Follow me,’ with Christ; ” and who 
then takes for granted that our advice must be, ‘ Give up all drink. ’

Now, Sir, in all reverence, let me ask, Is it fair to speak of following Christ 
as only to be done by those who ‘ give up drink,’ when Christ made wine ? Is 
it not rather presuming to tell the clergy as a body what the experience of all 
earnest workers is ?

I f  your paper is to be open to moderate drinkers, as the Church Temper­
ance Society professes to be. let me ask for a little help to be given to me in 
finding good Temperance tracts against drunkenness. S. W ig a n .

East Mailing Vicarage, near Maidstone.
ITS.— The one great difficulty in my way (besides, of course, the love of 

drink  ̂so common) is, that men are afraid we are teetotalers. My sub­
committee tell me it is the same with them.

‘ S leep better than W in e . ’
S ir ,— The ad 'ice given by ‘ A  Clergyman’s W ife,’ that overworked or 

kardworked men should try 4Le ep as a restorative, is an excellent suggestion. 
I t  is far tetter liau wine. I  have perhaps, harder work than most clergy­
men, and have been a total abstainer for some time; but my practice is, when I  
want rest of thought as well as rest of body, to lie down anywhere— on the 
rug or on a sola— and go to sleep. I f  reiy busy. I  give directions that I  wish 
to he awoke in five minutes, ten minutes, or whatever time I  can spare, and 
having been asleep I  am then ready at once for work again. I  may state 1 
that I  am at work from eight o’clock in the morning to midnight nearly every |

day, and Sunday, with three or four services, is generally my easiest day. 
Sleep is an antidote to many disorders, and sound sleep is one of the rewards 
of temperance and trustfulness. N ap .

Sie ,— Can any of your readers inform me of a home, refuge, or similar 
institution, where a young girl (18) can be placed for a short time who has 
recently been convicted (the first offence) o f obtaining goods under false 
pretences ? Or, what, is better still, would any strict but kind Christian lady 
undertake a work of love in training her ? I  shall be happy to give full par­
ticulars. I  send name and address, so that answers may be sent to me direct.

5 Tennis Court Bond, Cambridge. EllNEST J. B aee y .
‘ R. H. Smith;,’ 20 Downshire H ill, Hampstead, N .W ., has all the numbers 

of Church Bells for the past year, excepting those for Jan. 1 and 8, May 20 
and 27, June 3 and 10, Nov. 4 and 11, and will be happy to help subscribers 
in completing volumes by sending to any address one or more of the other 
parts.

< M. D.’ would be glad to know i f  Church Bells, sent regularly by her since 
July 15th, 1876, has been received by the Rev. Jeffrey H ill, Parsonage, 
Meaford, Ontario, Canada.

Me. W . J. S. Hoeton, Talbot Villa, Rugeley, begs to acknowledge with 
thanks the receipt of 51, for the ‘ Home for Inebriates ’ from ‘ T. H. T .’

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— A  Curate.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

A N N A B L E ’ S M S.
B y  J a sp e r  W .  S n o w d o n . I lk le y ,  Y o rk s h ire .

A f t e r  reading the description of the contents of this book, many persons 
will, I  dare say, wonder where it can have been hidden away for so many 
years. I  have often puzzled over this matter, and the only solution that I  can 
arrive at— though only a conjecture founded on very, slight circumstantial 
evidence— is, I  think, not without interest. To understand it, it is first neces­
sary to give an account of the discovery o f the original peal-book o f the Union 
Scholars, the Society who rang the first peal of Treble Boh Major, and who 
rang the ‘ H ick ’ Triples which I  have lately mentioned. To describe this I  
cannot do better than quote the words of the discoverer, Mr. E . J. Osborne:—

‘ The fo llow ing h istorical account relates to  the singular discovery o f  the Ancien t 
Society o f U n ion  Scholars’ peal-book, w h ich  was supposed to  have been lost o r destroyed 
ve ry  m any years since, but w as perchance found and purchased by  m e w h ile  on a v is it to 
Bath in  Dec. 1S46.

‘ W hereas M r James A lb ion , a n ative  o f  H ackney, M iddlesex, who, in  or about the 
year 1727, b y  profession a M ercantile C lerk and professional w rite r , resided in  London t ill 
the y ea r 1753, when he w en t to  l iv e  a t Bath and there opened a school, w h ich  he carried on 
w ith  g rea t reputation to  the year 1805 (th e  year o f  h is death ). During Iris tim e in 
London  he w ro te  all th e  late peals in  th e 'U n io n  Scholars’ book, and when tha t Society 
becam e extin ct (abou t the year 1757) th is book was sent to  h im  as a present (being the 
w r ite r  thereo f) w in c li he k ep t t i l l  his decease, w hen  th e  same was presented to  the Bath 
A b b ey  R ingers ’ Society by  his on ly  su rviv ing  son— Jam es A lb ion— w ho made th is  state­
m en t to m e in  1846 above m entioned, and was then  resid ing a t N o. 1 Chapel Court, the 
C ity  o f  Bath, in  the 80th year o f  his age. Th is book was in trusted to  the care o f  one John 
Bush (a  Bath rin ger ), to  hand to  his Society, instead o f  w h ich  he k ep t i t  for h im se lf to  the 
tim e o f  his death, which even t occurred in  1S21. A fterw ards i t  rem ained in  the hands o f 
d ifferen t m em bers o f  tha t Society as private property, t ill i t  was purchased by m e on the 
2nd day o f  December, 1846. A t  th is period  the book was in  a ve ry  d ilapidated state from  
age and il l  usage. 1 brought i t  to  London  in  its  orig ina l state and afterwards took  i t  to 
pieces, cleaned all the leaves, m ounted them  on new  paper, and made all defects good 
about the w ritin g , «fcc., w ith  a title-page to  the peals—there being no original.’

And now, after all these vicissitudes, the book is among tbe Osborne MSS. 
in the British Museum library, from which source the forpgoing statement 
has been copied. The conjecture I  have already hinted at concerning 
Annable’s book is, that it also passed into the hands of James Albion. In  
any case this -would not seem improbable, as, whilst Albion left London in 
1753, the Union Scholars only became extinct about 1757, and Annahle died 
in 1756 ; therefore Albion would probably be acquainted with Amiable, and so 
might in some means become possessed of his MS. Were this the only 
evidence I  could offer, I  should not have thought it worth while presenting it 
here; but the following points to a closer connexion between Bath and the 
MS. Among the prominent peals in the MS. is one of 5040 of ‘ Court Bob 
Major,’ or, as it is now called, ‘ Double London Court Bob/ Every treble lead 
end of this is written out in a very neat and clear maxner; the hobs are all 
marked, and it appears that nearly every lead is called throughout the peal, 
the omits being made in the fourth lead in every course, and generally in the 
first lead also. In  this way the peal run- in a remarkably even manner, the 
sixth comes home every fifth course-end. and 5-<J at every fifteenth course, or 
one third of the whole. This peal was at once selected to appear in Mr. 
Hubbard’s last edition (page 78), as a tribute to Annable’s attainments. As 
soon, liowe\er, as I  saw it written out. by the observation of tbe omits, I  knew 
it was no stranger to me, and turning to the Appendix of Ship wag's work, 
there was the very same peal, with the composer’s name appended—
‘ C. Fisher, Bath.* This peal may have been composed hy Eislier, hut 
London Court Bob is not a method in which composition is much practised, 
and it seems to me more probable that it has been reproduced from Annable’s 
book, which had fouDd its way to Bath, than that in such a method as Court 
Bob both Annable and Fisher should have stumbled across the same peal. 
In favour o f Fisher, I  must remark that in Shipway’s book there is also a peal 
of Bob Major, and cue, with the tenors parted, of Treble Bob Major, neither 
of which can I  find in Annable’s book. Still, he may have been tempted to 
send this peal in for the Appendix, although it was not strictly his own. 
I  should like to kn .w something more about Fisher, and whether anything is 
now known concerning any such books having been in Bath. Shipway came 
from Bath, but he does not mention any of the peals to be found in Annable’s 
book. I  therefore think he cannot have seen it, as otherwise some of them 
would surely not have escaped his discriminating eye.
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When examining the Union Scholars’ peal-hook with my friend Mr. Tuke, 

we copied it in extenso, and have thought of reprinting it for private circulation. 
Other matters have, however, engaged our attention. Still, to those who take 
an interest in the early records of change-ringing, the contents— consisting of 
records of the peals, many with the calling, together with the names of mem­
bers enrolled in the Society and the rules—could not fail to be of interest. 
When, however, we have leisure to return to the matter, so as to estimate the 
cost, it will he a consideration as to whether our endeavours in the interests 
of the public will meet with sufficient support to carry the work out, as, if we 
solicit subscribers, it must be remembered that roe have all the information 
already in our hands, and we shall act merely from a wish to place others in 
the possession o f the same information.

In answer to the question (Dec. 30th) concerning College Triples, I  may 
say that the places made are fifth’s places from before, and that, therefore, I  
suppose, it is the same as that which has been rung at Appleton. The College 
Bob Major, 5010 of which was also rung by the College Youths, is the same 
variation on eight bells, and has, therefore, sixth’s place from before made. 
Concerning the other question, about the age o f a ringer, I  expect, when I  
have found time to write a short paper for these columns, to show to what 
great ages many ringers live, that there will be at once an enormous increase 
of learners in our belfries! Without looking up many facts, I  have instances 
o f different men ringing in peals o f over five thousand changes at 81, 82, and 88 
years of age ; but perhaps the most extraordinary instance is that of a tough 
old veteran who turned out and tackled the tenor in 5040 of Bob Major at the 
age of 86 ! As I  hope, some time, to put all my memoranda on this matter 
into a readable form, I  shall be glad to receive, at the above address, any 
records of veteran peals, or instances of old ages that are probably unknown 
to me. I  may mention that the ages of the foregoing different persons are 
taken from peals in which James Barham took part.

Annab le ’ s M S.
Sir ,— T he Rev. H . T . Ellacombe is deserving the congratulation of all 

ringers for his discovery of this invaluable MS., the contents of which, with 
that of other equally valuable MSS. brought forward recently hy Mr. Jasper 
W. Snowdon, has removed much erroneous opinion hitherto existing, and 
for placing bell-ringing history on a more proper basis.

Such facts fall very hard on London ringers, and the friends of Holt 
generally, as they must now give up all claim of having composed and per­
formed the first peal of Triples ; and that also of priority for the peal known 
as Holt’s Original; another having been found many years its senior, and 
the 1 Hicks Triples’ question disposed of completely.

Much of this misrepresentation of facts is, I  believe, to he traced, and is 
due, to the authors of the Clavis, 1788 ; whether by design or negligence it is 
hard to say, hut certain circumstances point strongly to the former. The 
book sings praises to Holt almost throughout its pages, and only mentions 
the names of Annable and others, seemingly for the purpose o f placing ‘ the 
poor unlettered youth’ upon ‘ the summit of fame.’ Such are almost their 
own words, and in order to do this they omitted the names and compositions 
of. others quite as praiseworthy as those of the celebrated author so much 
commended.

Now, it is well known that ringing was very generally practised in the city 
of Norwich at an early date, and long before the publication of the Clavis 
there were in that city persons who had composed and rung peals in various 
methods; and be those peals true or false, these persons were so far advanced 
in the art in 1788 as to entitle them to a position second to none in ‘ The 
Binging Island.’ But the authors of the Clavis were apparently bent on over­
throwing everything in favour of Holt, and the result was, that although 
Norwich had been such a ringing centre, not a single subscriber came from 
that city, and only one from the whole county of Norfolk! The truth of this 
may he proved hy referring to the list of subscribers to the first edition of that 
work, which proves also that it was not then considered a fair and just repre­
sentative of ringing matters.

M y opinion of the Note-book is, that it has been quietly kept out of sight 
for many years— perhaps for some special purpose ; and also that the peal of 
Triples by ! an unknown author,’ found in the Clavis, is one that might have 
suggested itself to any one who had read that Note-book. I  heartily thank 
Mr. Snowdon for bringing these matters to light. N orfolk  D u m plin g .

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association.
On Friday, Jan. 5th, the Society rang at St. Matthew’s, Holbeck, Leeds, 

5040 changes o f Grandsire Triples, in 2 hrs. 50 mins. H . Hubbard, jun., 
treble ; G. Jackson, 2nd; J. Lockwood, 3rd; W. Whitaker, 4th; W . Walker, 
5th; T. Lockwood, Gth ; J. Winder, 7th; B. Binns, tenor. The peal— Holt’s 
original one-part— was conducted by C. Jackson. Weight of tenor, 16 cwt.

On Saturday, Jan. Gtb, the Society rang at St. Mary’s, Hunslet, Leeds, 
5040 changes of Grandsire Triples, in 3 lirs. G mins. W. Pick, treb le; C. 
Jackson, 2nd; H . Hubbard, jun., 3rd; B. Tuke, Esq.,4th ; J. Lockwood, 5th; 
W. Whitaker, Gth; W. H . Howard, 7th; J. Buckley, tenor. The peal— 
H olt’ s ten-part— was conducted by C. Jackson. Weight of tenor, 21 cwt.

On Saturday, Jan. 13th, the Society rang at St. Matthew’s, Holbeck, Leeds, 
5056 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major, in 2 hrs. 56 mins. T. Harrison, 
treble; S. Basnett, 2nd: H. Moss, 3rd ; B. Tuke, 4tb ; G. Barraclough, 5th ; 
T. Lockwood, 6th ; T. West. 7th; B. Binns, tenor. The peal— a curtailed 
two-part composition, with the sixth 24 times home at the last four-course 
ends of each part— was composed by W . Harrison of Mottram, and conducted 
hy T. Lockwood. Weight of tenor, 16 cwt.— Contributed.

Ancien t S oc ie ty  o f  C o llege  Youths.
On Saturday, Jan. 13th, eight members of the above Society rang at St. 

Matthew’s, Bethnal Green, a true peal of Stedman Triples, containing 5040 
changes, in 2 hrs. 58 mins. The performers were:— G. Dorrington, treble ;

M. A. Wood, 2nd; G. Muskett, 3rd ; H . Booth, 4th; H . W. Ellicott, Esq., 5th;
B. Haworth, Gth; W. Cooter, .7th; G. Mash, tenoy. W . Cooler called the 
peal.—  Communicated.

Redenhall, Norfolk.
On Saturday, Jan. 13th, the Bedenhall ringers celebrated the 141st 

anniversary of their Society. The company included Gervas Holmes, Esq., 
the Bev. N. Bolingbroke, Captain Moore, the Bev. J. Bligh, E. G. Hopper, Esq.,
C. Downton, Esq., and other friends, with the ringers from Loddon, Beccles, 
Bungay, Diss, Kelsall, Topcroft, Alburgh, Mendkam, Pulham, and other 
places. The Rector (the Rev. T. T. Perowne) also came and spoke a few 
kindly words, hut was unable to stay for dinner, having a previous engagement. 
During the day touches of Double Norwich Court Bob, Stedman’s Triples, 
Oxford Treble Bob, and Bob Major, were rung by the various companies 
assembled.— Contributed.

D edication  o f  a R in g  o f Bells  at St. Lu ke ’ s, Deptford.
On Sunday week an interesting service was held in the church of St. 

Luke’s, Deptford. This was the dedication of a ring of eight chiming bells, 
which have been cast and fixed in the tower o f this church by Messrs. Warner 
of Cripplegate. These bells have been procured by the subscriptions of the 
congregation of St. Luke’s, and the amount required (320Z.) has been all hut 
realised. The church was suitably decorated for the occasion by Mr. Clarke, 
o f the Royal Victoria Victualling Yard. Those who have visited this church 
will remember that the tower rises over the chancel arch, between the nave 
and the chancel apse. Mr. Clarke had arranged a frame immediately beneath 
the tower on the floor of the church, and temporary cords, with tassels, were 
united to each of the bells, the whole being surrounded by a collection of 
choice plants and flowers. The Psalms selected for the occasion were the 
19th, 47tb, and 81st. Suitable lessons were likewise read, and after the third 
collect the Bev. J. Malcolmson, the Vicar of the church, and the Bev. H . Small, 
the curate, took their places immediately beneath tlie tower, and, kneeling 
down beside the framework, recited the special service for the occasion. After 
this, Sir Antonio Brady (who was born in wrhat is now St. Luke’s new district), 
escorted by the churchwardens (Messrs. Pakes and Sheppard) and sidesmen, 
laying hold of the temporary cords, rang a peal, which was afterwards taken 
up by M r. Haley, from Messrs. Warner’s, who played on the bells the tuue of 
the hymn ‘ Bock of Ages.’ The first special hymn was then sung, ‘ They are 
lifted to the tower,’ &c. After the Communion Service the Rev. J. Malcolmson, 
the Vicar, preached a suitable sermon from Ps. lxxxix. 15, ‘ Blessed is the 
people that know the joyful sound.’ A t the close of the service a merry peal 
was rung. The collections in aid of the bell fund amounted in the day to 
about 17Z. Great praise is due to Mr. Morris, of the Surrey Commercial Docks, 
for the way in which he has worked up the bells’ fund.— Kentish Mercury.

R in g in g  at B en ington , H erts.
Sir ,— W e send you programme of our proceedings during the past 

year, which have been most accurately recorded in our ringing register last 
year, beginning from January 1st, 1870, and ending January 1st, 1877. 
During the last twelve months, inclusive o f our regular meetings, with 
our weekly and ordinary ringing meetings, this our village company of 
Change-ringers has rung during the last twelve months the large number 
of 120,420 changes in eight distinct methods, on seven or eight bells. 
This is now mentioned, as we wish to know what may he the relative number 
of changes that have been rung by any other of our friends belonging to 
different societies in other parts of England. I t  would be satisfactory to ask 
this curious question in Church Bells; and it would he a great pleasure to us 
if, by the question being canvassed hy all friends in this amusing science of 
change-ringing, the art could be benefited by an increased desire of becoming 
proficient in the science of change-ringing. L eonard  P roctor .

R in g in g  at Georgeham , D evon .
A  Se r v ic e  in celebration of the rehanging o f the church bells was held 

here on Thursday, the 11th inst. The bells have been successfully rehung hy 
Messrs. Hooper and Stokes, of Woodbury, near Exeter, who have also placed 
Ellacombe’s chiming apparatus, by which the six bells can be chimed by one 
person, the machinery not interfering in any way with the ringing. The Guild 
of Devonshire Ringers accepted an invitation to give the bells their first 
sounding. They rang a peal of Grandsire Doubles before service, to the 
delight of the astonished villagers. A t one o’clock the members of the Guild, 
the local ringers, and others, dined at the Rectory, under the presidency of 
the Bev. W . G. Morcom. After dinner a move was made to the church for 
afternoon service, before which the Guild gave a touch of Minor, consisting 
of 216 changes. The order of Evening Prayer was used, with selected psalms 
and lessons, to the end of the third collect, when special prayers were offered 
up on the occasion of the rededication o f a ring of church bells. After the 
singing of an appropriate hymn a pause was made, and for some minutes all 
sat quietly and listened to the voices o f the bells, which now were pealing 
forth. The ringing over, the Rev. J. L. L. Fulford preached on the uses of 
chiu'ch hells, founded on the text, ‘ W e, being many, are one body in Christ, 
and every one members one of another’ (Bom. xii. 5). The members of the 
Guild who rang on this occasion were— W. G. Goss, H. Swift, W . H. Marsh,
C. Daniels, W. B. Fulford, F. Shepherd, W. C. Marsh, conductor— all from 
Exeter— with G. Bowen from Ilfracombe.— Contributed.

N e w  B ells  at Crayford, Kent.
W e are pleased to record the dedication of a ring o f eight new hells, as a 

memorial gift o f the late David Evans, Esq., of Crayford. The hells are by 
Messrs. Mears of Whitechapel. The dedication, with the usual appropriate 
prayers and hymns, took place at the parish church on Thursday, the 10th inst. 
The Rector, the Hon. Canon Smith, preached an appropriate sermon, his 
text being Bom. x. 18. Various touches o f Grandsire Triples were rung by 
members o f the West Kent Guild of Ringer’s.— Communicated.

R e c e i v e d  a l s o . — G-. Squer; J. Astbur r ; B. F. Sm ith; a n d  others.



possible way the Bishop. Now, sir, I  have only given you a few specimens of 
the interior working of our Nomination system; and I  ask you, Is  it any 
wondi r young men prefer other spheres, where independence of thought, at 
least, will be secured to them, and honest work rewarded without the im­
position o f wretched shibboleths and party cries ? Were I  beginning life 
again I  fear I  should act as they are doing, for surely the Church which passes 
by its ablest divines, like Drs. Salmon, Jellett, MacDonnell, Byrne, <Src., and 
elects to its highest positions, bishoprics, &c., comparatively unknown men, 
provided only they bo Bevisionists, has no right to complain i f  the ablest of 
its Divinity students transfer their services to a more promising sphere.

A n I rish  Y ic ar .
E vangelis ts .

S ir ,— Much has been said by many writers to your paper respecting a Sub- 
diaconate. The inference to he drawn from your correspondents is, that there 
is a vast number of earnest, fairly-educated, gifted Churchmen, who are able 
to do a work for Christ and His Church, but who are precluded by circum­
stances from so doing. Talents are buried in the earth; lights are put under 
a bushel.

May I  offer a suggestion for a remedy— one which will in no way interfere 
with any existing arrangements, and one which will at once lead to a satis­
factory solu'ion of the difficulty ? My case will make plain what I  suggest.

Some years ago I  felt strongly moved to seek Holy Orders, but under my 
circumstances it was almost useless to entertain the idea. I  could not con­
scientiously remain silent, and, seeing no opening of any description for me in 
my own beloved Church, I  became associated with the preachers who conduct 
revival services in theatres, halls, etc. These services are largely attended, 
and, I  hope, good is done by them ; but they have these three great dis­
advantages,.— (1.) The Truth, as declared by our Church, cannot be fully 
stated for fear of incurring suspicion ; (2.) People impressed at these services 
generally continue to attend them, and consequently never become communi­
cants, or even get beyond the most elementary truths ; and, (3.) The clergy­
man of the parish not having been consulted, they generally partake o f a 
Nonconformist character.

For the information of your readers let me say that these services are 
generally arranged by some Society. Now, could not those who earnestly 
desire to do some real work for Christ be formed into a ‘ Church-of-England 
Evangelisation Society?’ To improve upon a well-known advertisement, why 
should not the C. E .E . S. be prepared to send a duly qualified evangelist 
to any part of England or Wales, upon due notice being given to the 
honorary secretary ?

Humanly speaking, the success of sucli a movement would depend upon 
the support of the clergy, hut I  have no doubt myself that many, of all shades 
of opinion, who desire to reach the masses, would open their halls and schools 
for the evangelist’s services. Of course, no preacher would visit a place 
without the express invitation o f the clergyman of the parish.

I f  such an effort could he accomplished, a host of faithful preachers, 
without infringing on the rights of others, would be at the service of the 
Church. Churchmen of all shades of opinion would, for the cause of Christ, 
associate together, and learn to regard each other on the broad basis of love 
for souls. T iie advantages o f such a movement would be incalculable.

I  w ill not trespass on your space by showing how the idea may be matured, 
but I  will eommnnicate with any who desire information on the subject.

19 Arlington Road, Camden Town, N . TV. W.
Suggestions.

Sin,— In large parishes we are obliged to consider how we may economise 
the time and energy of both parson and people. May I  make a few sugges­
tions? W e want,—-

1. An authorised shortened form of administering the Holy Communion, 
to be used at the discretion of the clergyman when there are large numbers 
to communicate.

2. An authorised shortened Baptismal Service, so that baptisms could 
really take place after the last lesson, as directed by rubric.

3. To know how best to arrange, or combine. Holy Communion, Morning 
Prayer, Litany, Sermon, and Catechising, without unduly lengthening or 
multiplying the services on Sundays. When added to all these there are 
baptisms and Sunday schools, the parson’s Sunday becomes a regular 
scramble.

4,. To make use of the Wednesday evening by having missionary addresses, 
&c. (when needed), instead of sermon, thus avoiding the multiplication of 
week-night meetings.

5. In  all small churches, and especially in villages, we need common sense 
in the musical department. I t  is becoming the fashion to attempt to intone 
the service on G. the psalms are then monotoned on the same high note, and 
then Tallis’ Festival ^Responses crown the medley. The use of a high note 
is, that, the voice may travel; thus, in a cathedral A  is often the right note, in 
a large church G is suitable, but in a small one F  or E is quite sufficient. The 
responses should be simple and subdued, in the same low key ; and for 
reciting the Psalms E should never be exceeded. Again, it is the fashion to 
race through the hymns, the Lord’s Prayer, and Creed, the commas in the most 
solemn part, ‘ Crucified, dead, and buried,’ being entirely neglected, while, as 
a contrast, all the ‘ Amens ’ are drawled out to an absurd length.

When will English people learn not to attempt (in public at least) what 
they cannot do passably, not to say well? I  am convinced that much pre­
judice is excited against the present h8ppy revival of decency aBd order, not 
only by the excesses of extreme men, hut by the want of practical common 
sense in the conducting of our services. E. H. Y.

T h e  South Lon don  D iocese.
Sir,— No one has a good word to say for the monstrous arrangement by 

w' i. h 1 ■ teeming millions of South London are to be handed over to the 
' mi : on .? ■ distant, country town in another county, with which 

joutu London has no civil connexion -whatever. Divorce is written on the

face of such an ill-assorted union, and divorce from an accustomed diocese 
is a great nuisance to parochial organization. Is it too late for the Surrey 
clergy to get up a petition to the Bishop of Winchester, asking his Lordship 
either to get a Bishop for Surrey alone, or else to keep on South London 
until the way is made plain for a Surrey bishopric? Winchester lias historical 
associations and a Bishop universally beloved, and in losing these Suirey 
gains nothing whatever by a union with Rochester.^ W ill no one speak out 
wliat everybody feels as to this great mistake, whilst it is yet retrievable ?

A  L a y  C h u r c h m a n .

Tem perance and T o ta i Abstinence.
Sir ,— I  know of no better paper on the su b jec t  of Temperance than one 

that might be constructed from the preface and concluding remarks of a little 
hook on The Ministration of Public Baptism of Infants, with Explanatory 
Observations, by Mr. Yenables, the Yicar of Yarmouth. Ihese remarks and 
observations are, as you said not long ago of another little hook by the same 
author, ‘ Clear, well written, and interesting,’ and i f  put into the form of a 
Temperance tract, would be most valuable as such.

We sadly want ‘ some stirring tracts ’ on the subject; but they must have 
for their basis the fact that Temperance, like every other Christian virtue, 
must proceed from a sense of the relationship in which, as Christians, we 
stand towards God. T h o . F e n t o n , Vicar o f Hugil or Ings.

Ings, Kendal.
T e a  and Coffee at R a ilw ay  Stations.

S i r ,— Allow me to endorse the complaint of a correspondent a fortnight 
ago as to the high charge made at railway stations for tea and coffee, and the 
generally inferior quality of the beverages supplied under those names. lo r  
myself, I  have frequently taken beer or stout at refreshment-rooms simply 
because I  could not trust the water, and I  did not care to give sixpence for 
a eup of scarcely drinkable tea or coffee. A n  A b s t a in e r .

S ir — W ill you permit me to supplement the information respecting 
St. Luke’s Church, Kilburn, with the important fact that schools for the 
education of 550 children are now completed, and will be opened immediately? 
They are close to the church, and are indeed built on a portion o f the site 
given by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners and Sir John Neeld for Church 
purposes. I  am proud to add they are a practical proof o f the abhorrence in 
which School Boards are held in the parish of Willesden, and that Church­
men are ready and willing to fulfil those obligations that they owe to their 
humbler fellow-parisliioners. J- E. B o n n e t t .

Cricklewood, near Kilburn.
Sir,— I t  is perfectly horrible to read in Church Bells o f Jan. 20, p. 82, of 

it being said at a Clerical Conference that any party in the Church of England 
were 1 doing the work of Satan ’ ! ! !  Surely it is a wrong report ? I  hope so. 
I f  it was spoken, God forgive the man, and deliver this poor, distressed 
Church of England, in her present distracted state, from all envy, hatred, 
and malice, and all uncharitableness, such as exhibited at Islington.

O n e  w h o  o w e s  i iu o h  t o  a n  E v a n g e l ic a l  C l e r g y m a n  o f  
T h i r t y  Y e a r s  A g o .

An I n c u m b e n t  would feel very grateful to any subscribers to Church 
Bells who can furnish him with information relative to any burial guilds or 
societies of a like character, with which they may be acquainted. Buies of 
such associations and any other replies may he directed ‘ T. M., Post Office, 
Poole, Dorset.’

The Bev. Bichard Johnson, Liscomb, Nova Scotia, desires to thank an 
unknown sender o f Church Bells for the past year.

I f  ‘ J. Z .’ likes to give his name and address, that answers may be sent 
to him direct, we will insert liis inquiry.

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— A n  Enquirer.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

M eetin g  o f  O ld Bell-ringers at L a n g  Kirk, in Craven, Yorks.
On Sunday, the last day of the old year, a very interesting meeting of 

old bell-ringers took place at the Lang Kirk in Craven. The meeting 
was to celebrate the eighty-fourth anniversary of the birthday of Mr. Henry 
Dickinson, the oldest linger in the neighbourhood, who had been invited to 
meet a party of his old friends and associates at this place. A  desire had 
been exjiressed that a company should ring on this occasion, all of whom had 
rung together fifty years ago, and it was a remarkable sight to witness this 
ancient set as they entered the tower, how they took their places, adjusted the 
ropes, &c. Morning Pleasure was selected as the method, because it was stated 
that the hells were opened with that peal in the last century, and that a 720 on 
the same method was rung on them by the Bingley ringers when the bells were 
rehung twenty-five years ago. Though some of the old stagers expressed 
doubts as to their abilities before starting, yet they not only performed two 
lengths in the above almost-forgotten peal, but the ‘ oldest ringer’ had t-lie 
audacity to call out for Bob Minor, and, though the others were only expecting 
to have a slight touch, he prolonged the peal by giving out Bob. The united 
ages of the party amounted to 431 years, or an average of more than 71, and 
a very confident opinion was expressed by several experienced persons present 
that in all probability the same kind of thing would never be witnessed again 
by any one now living. Besides this very pleasing affair of the old man, other 
sets were formed by the various visitors from Bingley, Holmfirih, ^kipton, and 
other places, assisted by the Kildwick ringers, and some excellent ringing was 
rendered on Yorks and Trebles in the closiDg moments of the old year.—  
Local Paper.

[We hope they all went to church and returned thanks for mercies granted 
to them through so many years.— E d .]
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Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Assoc ia tion .!

On Saturday, January 20th, the Society rang at St. Oswald’s, Guiseley> 
near Leeds, 7008 changes o f Kent Treble Bob Major, in 4 hrs. 1 min. C. Ralph, 
treble; T. Lockwood, 2nd; 3?. Maston, 3rd; J. Whitaker, 4th; W. McGowan, 
5th; H . Hubbard, jun., Oth; L. Cawood, 7th ; J. Winder, tenor. The peal was 
composed by S. Marsh and conducted by L. Cawood. Weight of tenor, 11 cwt.

On the 22nd eight members of the above Association rang at St. Matthew’s, 
Holbeck, Leeds, 5050 of Kent Treble Bob Major, in 2 hrs. 55 mins. The 
ringers were H. Hubbard, treble; T. Lockwood, 2nd ; H. Moss, 3rd ; 
J. Lockwood, 4th ; W . Walker, 5th ; G. Barraclough, Cth ; W. Whitaker, 7th; 
R. Birins, tenor. Weight, 16 cwt. Composed by J. Lockwood and conducted by 
W. Whitaker.— Contributed.

Y o u n g  Conductors.
C. H . Jessop, a College Youth, called Mr. John Holt’s one-part peal of 

Grandsire Triples twice before he was 21 years of age. On the first occasion, 
at South Hackney, he rang the 7th bell— weight of tenor, one to il; the next, 
at St. Matthew’s, Upper Clapton, when he rang the 2nd bell.

Mr. 'Spann informs us that John B. Pritchard, of Liverpool, a member of 
the Ancient Society of College Youths, London, rang and conducted a peal of 
5040 changes at the age of 17 (see Church Bells, January 10, 1874); and 
again when 19 (see our issue o f November 6, 1875).

Wm. Royals, aged 19 (see below), conducted 5040 at Burton-on-Trent on 
the 15th inst.

John Carter, in his 21st year, conducted 5040 changes at West Bromwich, 
February 22, 1874.

John Dixon writes, that at Birstall, Yorkshire, the average age of the 
ringers in 1875 was only 20, ranging from 17 to 27 years.

C h ange-ringing at A ston , near B irm ingham .
On Monday, Jan. 16th, ten members of the St. Martin’s Society met 

at Aston Church, and rang a peal of Stedman’s Caters, containing 5050 
changes, in 3 hrs. 10 mins. The members were ;— J. Perks (conductor), treble; 
W. Haywood, 2nd; J. Joynes,3rd; J .D ay,4tli; H. Johnson, sen. (composer), 
5th; J. S. Pritchett, Esq., 6th ; H . Johnson, jun., 7th; H. Bastable, 8th; 
S. Jarman, 9th ; J. Buffery, tenor Contributed.

Change-ringing at Tew kesbury, Gloucestershire.
On Monday, January 15th, the Tewkesbury Abbey Society of Change- 

ringers rang Taylor’s six-part peal of Grandsire Triples in 3 hrs. 3 mins.
G. Cleal (aged 15), treble; C. Davies, Esq., 2nd; G. Haines,jun., 3rd; E. 
Insall, 4th; John Wathen, 5th; Josiali Wathen, 6th; E. Wallis, 7th; W. 
Haines, tenor. Conducted by Josiah Wathen. Weight of tenor, 23 cwt. 
Key D.— Contributed.

Change-ringing at Burton-on-Trent, Staffordshire.
On  Monday, January 15th, was rung at the parish church a peal of 5040 

Taylor’s six-part peal of Grandsire Triples, in 3 hrs. 5 mins., being the first 
complete peal rung there since 1830. The ringers were:— F. Broughton, 
treble; T. Leach, 2nd; W . Royals, 3rd; F. Bullock, 4th; J. Walker, 5th; 
W. Potts, Oth; W. Fearneyhougb, 7th; J. Leach, tenor. Weight, 25 cwt. 
Conducted by Wm. Royals, 19 years o f age.— Contributed.

R in g in g  in Len t.
M e . P h il l ip s  may ring as usual on Sundays, hut should abstain from 

pleasure peals on week-days.
R in g in g  at Asbourne, Derbyshire.

W e are sorry and surprised to hear that the ringers at this beautiful 
church can only ring • call  changes . ’ I f  they wish to appear in Church Bells, 
they must learn a more excellent way of using the bells.

Date Touch .
A t  Walsall, on the 10th inst., 1877 Stedman's Caters.

Six B e lls  not to be despised.
T h e  particulars o f some of the performances on tlie ring of six bells at 

Bingley, Yorkshire, are abridged from an account lately published by one of 
the craft. They will be appreciated by all true ringers, and will be interesting 
to ringing friends.

The first to record is a peal that was rung in 1793, on the occasion of 
William Busfeild, Esq., o f Myrtle Grove, attaining his majority. The com­
pany on that day rang seven whole peals of 720 changes each, in all 5040 
changes, on the most difficult of known methods, all ‘ Snappers,’ namely, 
Chester, London, Carlisle, Chelsea, Lincoln, Lichfield, Wells. The ringers 
were stationed as follows:— James Tillotson, treble; Isaac Rhodes, 2nd; 
Hezekiah Briggs, 3rd; William Moulding,4th; Henry Moulding, 5th ; Joseph 
Longbottom, tenor. Weight of tenor, 11 cuds. 3 qrs. This will he acknow­
ledged to he a most remarkable and uncommon feat, all the performers being 
members of the Bingley Company. Leaving out minor, though praiseworthy 
results, during the intermediate periods, the next greatest achievement took 
place in 182G.

On Shrove Tuesday, February 7th, 1826, the Society rang, without a single 
break-down or a false change, the extraordinary number of 36 twelve scores, 
in all 8040 changes, on the following various methods, viz.;— Oxford, Violet, 
New London Pleasure, Duke of York, Kent, College Pleasure, College Treble, 
City Delight. Tulip, Primrose, Oxford Reverse, London Scholars’ Pleasure, 
Morning Exercise, Cambridge, Morning Star, Evening Star, Coventry, Ely, 
Rochester, Treble Boh Reverse, Morning Pleasure, Symphony, Cheapside, 
College Delight, Royal Bob, Worcester, Chichester, Durham, York, Bristol, 
Lichfield, London, Wells, College Exercise, London Delight, Evening Exer­
cise. The ringers on this occasion were stationed thus :— John Briggs, treble; 
David Bailey, 2nd; Hezekiah Briggs, 3rd; James Lilley, 4th ; Henry Dickin­
son, 5th ; Isaac Rhodes, tenor. The peals w'are conducted by Hezekiah 
Briggs and Isaac Rhodes. Time occupied in ringing, 5 hours and 11 minutes. 
The above is tlie greatest number of peals on record rung by one company, 
all living in the same town ; and was acknowledged to be a masterpiece by the

best authorities of the time. The performance, so far as is known, is without 
a parallel in the history of change-ringing.

In  this wide field the Bingley Society continued to range, with occasional 
extra ‘ Touches,’ and red-letter days, which cannot he enumerated.

On the 18th April, 1843, the remains o f John Nicholson, the Airedale 
poet, were interred in the Bingley parish churchyard, and the company rang 
a solemn slow-heat mourning peal, with the hells muffled on the occasion, in 
■respect to the memory of the bard, who had so often made the bells his theme. 
The poet was a frequent visitor to the belfry and a warm friend of the ringers, 
who have treasured up many of his quaint sayings, when he was enjoyiDg a 
social chat with them.

On the 17th August, 1849, ‘ Touches’ from the following ‘ Taking Peals ’ 
were rung during the day;— College Pleasure, College Treble, City Delight, 
Primrose, Tulip, London Scholars’ Pleasure, Morning Exercise, Cambridge, 
Evening Star, Coventry, Ely, Rochester, and Royal B o b ; followed by a 
‘ Crown Bob ’ on the ‘ Three Flowers.’ The company at this time consisted 
of three fathers and their three sons, who rang the above stationed as follows; 
— David Bailey, treble; Joseph Dickinson, 2nd; T. Wilkinson Green, 3rd; 
Henry Dickinson, 4th; William Bailey, 5th ; Thomas Green, tenor. Con­
ducted by Henry Dickinson and David Bailey. The performance o f these 
difficult pieces was considered noteworthy at the time, on account of the 
youth of three of the party.

On the 16th November, 1851, the company went successfully through 
various 1 Touches ’ on some of the most intricate peals, including ‘ Snappers,’ 
and after that rang two ‘ Crown Bobs ’ on the following arrangements;—  
Oxford, College Pleasure, College Treble, and Violet, Tulip, Primrose. The 
following were the performers ;— David Bailey, treble; Henry Dickinson, 2nd; 
T. Wilkinson Green, 3rd; Edward Walbank, 4tli; William Bailey, 5th; 
Thomas Green, tenor. Conducted hy David Bailey and Henry Dickinson. 
The latter portion of this feat (that is, the two ‘ Crown Bobs j  is admitted hy 
the best judges to he a most severe test, and is rarely attempted where the 
performers are all members of the same company.

Again, on Shrove Tuesday in the following year, 1852, the Society jang 
twelve and eighteen scores on each of the following peals:— Oxford, Violet, 
Duke of York, City Delight, Primrose, Tulip, Cambridge, London Scholars’ 
Pleasure, Coventry, Ely, Morning Pleasure, Symphony, Cheapside, Chichester, 
and Worcester. The company were stationed in the following manner ;— D. 
Bailey, treble.; H . Dickinson, 2nd; W. Bailey, 3rd; E. Walbank, 4th ; T .W . 
Green, 5th ; T. Green, tenor. Conducted by H . Dickinson aud E. Walbank. 
The excellence of tbe. above performance consisted in the fact that so many 
of the methods come under the head o f ‘ Surprise Peals.’

During the next few years the Society rang several 1 Five Thousands ; ’ in 
one case on seven ‘ Taking Peals.’ Date peals on £ Cramp methods ’ were 
rung in 1871 and 1872.

On the 26tli December, 1872, the Society rang 1872 changes, in the follow­
ing broken-lead variations;— College Pleasure, College Treble, Tulip, Primrose, 
City Delight, Cambridge, Morning Exercise, Evening Exercise, London 
Scholars’ Pleasure, Ebor, Echoes of Airedale. This meeting was held to 
celebrate the eightieth anniversary of H em y Dickinson, the oldest ringer. I t  
would be difficult to refer to any similar performance by a ringer eighty years 
of age, and it is not improbable that it may be the only instance of an octogena­
rian being equal to the mental and physical strain required to accomplish this 
task. The whole composition was effected without a stoppage, and the hells 
brought round in one hour and twenty minutes. After its completion, and a 
short interval of- rest, an additional 180 changes of Bob Minor were rung. 
The band were stationed as follows;— Jonas Ainsworth, treble; Henry Dickin­
son, 2nd; Thomas Walbank, 3rd; Samuel Green, 4 th : Thomas Green, 5th; 
T. W . Green, tenor. Composed and conducted hy T. W . Green.

On Sunday, 26th October, 1873, the following seven intricate peals were 
rung hy the Society, varying from 120 to 360 changes. They were called in 
succession, and performed without any difficulty :— Ehor, Evening Exercise, 
Ely, College Pleasure, Primrose, London Scholars’ Pleasure, Cambridge. The 
following composed the hand:— B. Lightfoot, treble; H. Dickinson, 2nd; 
T. Walbank, 3rd; T. Green, 4th; T . W. Green, 5th; S. Green, tenor. Con­
ducted by T . W . Green. The above, which was rung in the order given, 
will be appreciated hy all true lovers of the art. The company simply met 
for ordinary service, and, without any previous arrangement or conversation, 
pieces from these difficult compositions were called and accomplished with 
ease. The actual number of changes was 1536. This was the last ringing 
on the old six. A  short time previously it hail been decided to increase the 
number of the hells, but the company were quite unaware that this would he 
the last ringing on the well-used old ring, until a workman unexpectedly 
arrived on the following day to take away one of the bells. The fact of the 
above ‘ Cramp ’ methods being performed in this accidental manner gives it 
an additional interest, as showing how thoroughly the Society had made them­
selves conversant with the critical peals.

Thus, for precisely a century, and up to the very last clay of the existence 
of this ring, change-ringing, in the higher branches of the art, was strenuously 
cultivated on the Bingley bell9; and, as will be seen from the records, without 
any assistance from any other Society. _

In  1873 the order was given for two new hells ; and one of these being of 
large size for a new tenor, one of the old six was reduced in tone to suit the 
alteration, and that process may be said to have closed the history of the old 
bells as a ring in themselves. t -

These few notes on the hells and the ringing on them from 17,3 to 1873 
have been suggested by frequent inquiries from bell-ringers and others; arid 
to the initiated will he amply sufficient to show that during the whole ol that 
time the science of change-ringing was well maintained at Bingley, and that 
this Society has contributed not a little towards meriting and preserving for 
England the title of ‘ The Ringing Island.’

R e c e i v e d  a l s o , — J . S .  Pritchett.
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T h e  N e w  H om e D ioceses.
Sir ,— A ‘ Lay Churchman' only expresses the general dissatisfaction with 

the proposal to put South London into Rochester diocese. The present 
Rochester diocese, with half of Canterbury (the Primate having more than 
enough work in the way of general supervision and administration), with a 
more fitting development o f T ham es M iss io n s , and coming as high as Dept­
ford, would be quite enough work for any man realising what is expected of 
a Bishop now-a-days, without Southwark, and it has its own cathedral. St. 
Saviour's, Southwark, on the other hand, would be a fitting cathedral for the 
diocese of Southwark, embracing the whole of Surrey.

London diocese should embrace a radius of four miles (except l'iver-wise) 
from its cathedral. The whole of Middlesex, except this radius, would form 
the diocese of, say, Harrow. Herts would form the diocese of St. Alban’s, 
including eventually the southern portion of Ely, urgently needing relief, and 
well able to contribute to the endowment. Essex coming up to the London 
radius, and embracing a vast suburban population, would give ample scope to 
the strongest and best of living Bishops. To embrace, like St. Alban’s, a south­
ern portion of overgrown E ly : name and cathedral, Chelmsford or Colchester.

The preposterous union of Herts and Essex is an absurdity, and is being 
treated as such. The delay and difficulty of endowing the proposed see and 
restoring the venerable abbey intended for its cathedral, can only be accounted 
for in this way, viz., by the thing not conimending itself to people’s common 
sense— a fact not to be lost sight of in the Government proposal o f four new 
sees in next session.

I  submitted tlie above scheme to the late Lord Lyttelton, who honoured it 
with his general approval, though he did not see his way to carrying it out 
then. For myself, I  should like to know ‘ the reason w hy ’ Government 
should not begin with it, or something like it. W . P., Stifford.

‘ Our Unhappy D iv isions.’
Sib ,— Few congregations are aware o f the existence of the Prayer for 

Unity. Lawfully or not, ought it not to be offered up in every church at the 
present juncture ? Might it not be added to family and to private prayer with 
advantage? Its public use might lead us all ‘ seriously to lay to heart the 
great dangers we are in by our unhappy divisions.’ The Church is being 
shaken to its foundation by the lawlessness o f presbyters in the dioceses of 
Colombo, Rochester, &c. ; hy the carnal intolerance o f godless laymen ; hy the 
strifes of rival societies for Church Disunion, and for Church Persecution ; by 
the slanderous rancour of partisan Church newspapers ; and by a superabund­
ance of zeal not according to knowledge. Meanwhile the world mocks, souls 
perish, Christ’s name is derided, and nobody reflects how utterly opposed the 
spirit of all this carnal strife is to the Spirit of God. Is it not, then, a special 
time for this prayer to he offered in every church that God will ‘ take away all 
hatred and prejudice, and whatsoever else may hinder us from godly union 
and concord ?’

There is no greater foe to Mission-work at home and abroad, to converting 
the unconverted, and to bringing others to the knowledge of the truth as it is in 
Jesus, than these carnal envyings, factions, andpartyisms, which are essentially 
of the world (1 Cor. ii. 3). Let us rather pray one for the other (2 Tkess. 
iii. 2). A L ay  Ch ubchm an .

S ie ,— W ill you kindly allow me to acknowledge, with many thanks (as 
requested hy the donor), the receipt of P. 0. order for 11. Is. for the Home 
for Printers' Boys, from the Rev. S. T. Girdham, St. George’s, Kingston, 
Jamaica. Your readers will be glad to learn that there will be ten boys out 
of our Guild presented to the Bishop for Confirmation this year. I  am very 
greatly in need of helpers who would share with me the work in which I  am 
engaged. I  do hope that God will put into the hearts of some to come 
forward, and in His name I  can promise them the pleasure of seeing their 
self-denial fully appreciated by our hoys.

Thanking you for all your kindness to my boys and myself, I  am,
H e n r y  W il l s ,

Secretary and Treasurer to the Printers’ Guild fo r  Boys.
93 Florence Street, Islington, N.

W o od en  Bu ildings.
S ir,—In  your issue of Dec. 23rd you kindly inserted an inquiry about tlie 

cost, &e., of wooden buildings for church or parish purposes, and in reply 
your next number contained a letter from Mr. Thomas T. Ponsonby, offermg 
gladly ‘ to give all the information ’ I  needed. I  immediately wrote to him, 
hut have received no reply ! After waiting nearly a fortnight I  wrote again, 
and again have had no answer ! As it would he waste of time to write a third 
letter to so fabulous a person, may I  ask i f  there are any other o f your 
readers who can tell me anything about the probable cost (and the maker's 
name) of wooden buildings ? J. Z.

Post Office, Thurlow Terrace, Lower Norwood.
Sir ,— T he follow ing occurs in an article in Vanity Fair o f the 20th u lt .:—
‘ H e (Dr. Newman) has twice distinguished himself o f late in a way which 

shows that the old spirit and power are still in him, once by declaring the 
dogma of Infallibility “  a lie forced on the Church by an insolent and aggres­
sive faction;” and still later by answering Mr. Gladstone’ s pamphlet on 
Vaticanism through a letter, whereby he practically threw over the Vatican 
decrees altogether.’

May I  ask where to find the first declaration alluded to, and also hy whom 
the letter containing the second was published ? P aeochus.

Guernsey, 2Glh Jan. 1877.
[W e fancy that Vanity Fair will have been found to have ‘ freely translated ’ 

Dr. Newman’s language. The first declaration will, probably, he found in 
Mr. Gladstone's pamphlet, and the letter was published, we believe, by
B. M. Pickering, Piccadilly.— E d .]

W il l  any of the readers of Church Bells be good enough to inform M. D. 
i f  ‘ Mrs. Kitchener’s Calendar’ still exists, or any list of Examinations for 
Women, of the same kind ?

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Com posing made Easy.
S ir ,— Some little time ago a letter appeared under the above heading, 

signed ‘ Another aggrieved Composer.’ In  this letter it was shown that from 
any true composition several others could he obtained. Now, Sir, some com­
posers tell us that such is not the case, and that it is ridiculous to talk such 
nonsense. I  wish, therefore, to ask a question on the point, and shall feel 
obliged i f  some one of your readers will answer the same. I  have found a 
peal containing 0720 changes, and the 00 course-ends in 20 courses, and I  
also find that my peal has the same relation to Mr. John Cox’s peal, which 
has the same qualities as S. Austin's 8448 has to that o f J. Reeves' 8448. 
What I  want to ask is, Can I  claim to be the composer of the peal in question, 
or not ? For the purpose o f making my question easily understood by all, and for 
the information of some of your readers,I give thefourpeals, A, B, C, and D ; 
and by the side of each place where bobs are calledl have placed letters, which 
should be read alphabetically in each ease, commencing at the bottom of peals 
A  and C and at the top of those o f B and D, and in each two compositions it 
will he seen that the double and single bobs correspond exactly, and which, I  
think, is what is meant by pricking backwards.

I  have also another question to ask, viz., Is  it possible to alter a one-part 
peal, with fifth and sixth extent wrong and right, so as to retain those qualities 
in the peal when altered ? I  may say that these remarks apply only to Treble 
Bob Peals, and the last one to peals of about 5024 or 5120 changes, or there­
abouts.

A . B.
*8 4 4  8 M B w h *8 4 4  8 11 B W H

3 5 2 0 4 l v 3 5 2 0 4 1A

3 5 0 4 2 , ID IT 5 6 3 4 2 . 1“

5 3 2 4  6 , I s I 11 2« 6 5 2 4 3 . l a I d 2p
5 3 4 0 2 . l p 1° 5 3 2 4 6 Of l a I d 21
2 0 4 3 5 2s 1JI 2L 1K 5 3 4 6 2 l 1 1 K

3 2 0 5 4 D 21 2 6 4 3 5 2d 1” 2N 1 °

3 0 5 2 4 1 » 1G 2* 2E 3 2 6 5 4 l p 2«
0 2 5 3 4 1 ° 1 ° , 6 2 5 3 4 1 * I s . 1T
2 3 6 4 5 1” . 2 3 0 4 5 1 D
3 4 2 5 0 1* . . 3 4 2 5 0 . 1V • •

And the name of S. A u s t in  is
This peal is hy John  B e e v e s . attached to this.

c . D.

0 7 2 0 H B w H 6 7 2 0 M B w H

3 6 4 5 2 D Ol 2 4 5  3 0 1* 1B 2D 2D
5 4 0 3 2 1H l ’o or 4 0 5 3 2 I s . 2r

5 6 3 4 2 1= 2° 6 4 2 3 5 1G 1 * 21
0 2 3 4 5 2C 1 " D Ok 0 2 3 4 5 :> 1“ 01;

This peal is hy Mr. John Cox. N ovice .

Now, as peal A  is to peal B, so is peal C to peal D ; and therefore, i f  
peal B is not a copy of peal A, then peal D is not a copy of peal C : hut 
should Mr. Cox think that I  have copied his peal, then it becomes evident 
that peal B is a copy of peal A. These (*) two compositions may be found 
side hy side in Mr. W . Banister’s book, from whicli I  copied them. N ovice .

R in g in g  at Christ Church, Pendlebury, Lancashire.
On Saturday, January 13th, a mixed hand rang Mr. J. Holt's ten-part peal 

of Grandsire Triples, consisting of 5040 changes, in 3 hrs. 7 mins. The 
ringers were:—W . Booth, treble; J. Hixon, 2nd ; J. Greenhalgh, 3rd; R. 
Ainsworth, 4th; T. Worrall, 5th ; W . Warburton, Otb; J. Clarke, 7th; J. 
Woodcock, tenor. Conducted hy T. Worrall.— Contributed.

C han ge-rin g in g  at A lm ondbury, Yorkshire.
On Saturday, January 20th, eight change-ringers met in tlie tower of 

Almondburv Church and‘rang Mr. William Harrison’s five-part peal (Kent 
Treble Bob Major), consisting of 0080 changes, in 3 hrs. 4-3 nuns., being 
the greatest number o f changes ever rung 011 those hells. J. Brook (19 years 
old), treble; A. Kaye (20 years), 2nd; J. E. Jenkinson (19 years), 3rd; R. 
H ill, 4th; J.Pickering, 5th; W. Womersley (19 years), 6th; W. Boothroyd, 7 tli;
A. Womersley, tenor and conductor. Weight of tenor, 18 cwt— Local Paper.

Change-ringing at H u rw orth -on -Tees .
On Monday evening, Jan. 22nd, five of the Hurworth ringers, assisted by 

W  Reed Esq.. Solicitor, o f North Shields, rang a peal of Bob Minor, and a 
peal of Grandsire Minor (1440 changes), in 58 minutes. The ringing was 
conducted by Mr. J. Gaines, the ringers being J. E. Hern, treble ; J. Gaines, 
2nd; W . Reed, 3rd; W. Loveday, 4th ; H . Thompson, 5th ; Joel Hem , tenor. 
Weight of tenor, 17 cwt. Key of F  — Contributed.

Rochdale, Lancashire.
On Monday, January 22nd, the ringers o f St. Chad's, Pioelidale, rang their 

maiden peal (H o lt ’s ten-part), in 3 hrs. 2 mins. A. Metcalfe, treble; 
J. G. Holt, 2nd; J. W. Healey, 3rd; H . Birtwistle, 4th; H . Ormerod, 5th ; 
C J Buiterworth, 0th ; F. Birtwistle, 7th ; E. J. Stephenson, tenor. Con­
ducted by H . Ormerod. Weight of tenor, 17f cwt. Key, E Hat.— Contributed.

R e c e iv e d  a l s o ,— Durliamite ; Tim Bobbin; and others.
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of these men were most sincere, but lie believed that they were none the less 
unconsciously doing the work of Satan. They laid a true foundation, it 
might be, but they overlaid it with wood, hoy, and stiibble.’

NOW it mey be, and no doubt' is, ‘ perfectly horrible * to rtad fetich It plSiii 
a n d  strong statement* whoever may be responsible if or; causing the horror j 
gut as tho. speaker evidently believed whathe said, .it seems hard to sayof 
him, is your correspondent’ Joes, ‘ (Sod forgive toe'man V* and to implicitly 
charge him with exhibiting tenvy, hatred, malice, and uncharitableness. I  do 
not gather from the report any great want of charity, when I  read, * Many of 
these men were most sincere.’ We aye at least , bound to give, the speaker 
equal credit for sincerity. .  I  ' .

If  it be true that tho .men spoken of by Bishop Perry te*oh a'plain  
delusion,’ as your reviewer last week but one says of the Plain  Guide,; which, 
by the way, is advertised in Church Bells g if it be true, as he hints, that they 
teach a doctrine of a Local Presence ‘ as unreal as any idol god,’ that this is a 
‘ central blunder,* and that these men are ‘ retrograde friends,* then there; 
seems to be no great wickedness in. saying that they build wood, hay, and 
stubble upon theToupdataon which is' Md. Svhich' is Jesus Christ. (1 Cor. iiil) 
And if such work is a hindrance, and Satan is ahinderer, the well-meshing'• 
doers of it maybe said to be * unconsciously doing the work of Satan;* so 
that from bis point of view the speaker was right. But even if he was wrong 
in his accusation, and Satan is an accuser, .the worst that couldbetrtdysaid 
of him would be that he is 'unconsciously doing the work of Satan,’ and not 
that he. exhibits envy, hatred, malice, and uncharitableness; for that would; 
be consciously doing Satan’s work.

On both sides of this central question let the truth be spoken in I6ve.; It  
can do no good to lift the bands in pious-iibrror. . : W. Gv :

Liverpool. ■. \.. . g .. .. j  § ..r
. .'.Our Unhappy Divisions.’

$iB,^Tour Wr€«p1qndeni Lay Churchman ” opens up a subject in con- 
nexionwith ‘ our unhappy divisions’ which must have already occurred to' 
many others—viz. ‘ The Prayer for Unity.’ The Church Qf England is not 
yet so disorganized but that .it maybe united on' a day of .intercession for, 
itself.' Ash Wednesday is at hand,-with services appropriate to siith‘au'6c6a-' 
s i o r i ‘ Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch 
and the altar, and let thorn say, Spare Thy people* 0  Lord, and give not Thine 
heritage to reproach, that the-heathen should rule over them. Wherefore 
shoidd they say among the people; Whereis their 'God ?’
• I f  we have faith as a grain of mnstardrseed, may we not all, to whatever 

party we belong, put away during Lent our ‘ bitterness and wrath, and anger 
and Clamour; and evil ‘speaking/’.'and offer up the prayer for, unify 'with the 
hyftin—

'Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom,
Load Thou'us on.

The. night is dark, and we are far from homo—
Load ThOn us on.

We were not overthus, nor prayed that Thou 
Shouldst lead us. on.

Wo loved to choose and scC our path; ■ but now •
, . Lead Thou ns on.’ ;

A ll Saints, lPihterbourn Down, Bristol. . A n  E n g l is h  Churchm an .

The Position o f the Holy Table.
; Sm*—The two following extracts from John Evelyn’s Diary may. have 

SbttS interest I ' ... .
‘ 1660— 4tli June. . . .  . 1  then returned home to meet Sir Richard 

Browne, who came not till .the 8th, after a J 9 years’ exile, during all whioh | 
time he kept up in his chapel the liturgy and offices of the Church of 
Eriglnhd,'to his no smati honour, arid in a time when it was gb'lobr, and as 
many thought utterly lost, that in various controversies both with Papists and 
Sectaries our divines; used to argue for the visibility ;of the Churoh from his. 
chapel and congregation.

‘ 1662—April 6th. ‘ Being of the vestry, in the afternoon w.6 ordered that' 
the Communion-table should be set as usual altar-wise, with a decent rail- 
before it, as. before the Rebellion.’ A  S tu d e n t .

• W ood en  Buildings.
. Sin,— My reply ih your-cohiitiris brought me a large number of applica­

tions; to which I  bad thought 1 had replied; but, as my time is milch occupied 
with Church business, it. may be the application from ‘ J. Z .’ Has passed 
unanswered. I am sorry it should be so; but if he will apply to the person' 
weemploy—viz., Mr. D. Hainsworth, builder, &c. Shipley, near Bradford—I  
think he will obtain satisfactory information. Thom as T. Pon sonby ,

GhUrch Institute, Albion Place, Leeds.

M a b th a .— It would be difficult to give in these columns eases of women 
reclaimed from- intempei-ance with 'sufficient detail to servO yoUf pvttpofee. 
But noAoubt some of' our readers Would be ready to enter into correspond­
ence with you, and- furnish you with the information .you ask. if you like to- 
repeat your query with your name and address for publication. The Secretary 
of the C. of E. Temperance Society, Adam Street, Adelphi, could recommend 
tracts.

Sib,—Two ladies will be happy to send their copies of Church Belts to two 
clergymen abroad (any place where the postage for the same would not exceed 
one penny}, if  names and addresses are furnished in Church Dells. , .L in .v

_  R bv . H e n r y  L ay to n , St. Stephen’s, Hounslow, will feel -very -greatly 
obliged to any friend who will send him any information, or rules of Working; 
Men’s Clubs, British IForkmiin, tec.

* Hope; Modland Lethbridge; Honry Wright, Jun.; An

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

n  . :.t Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association.
hur¥*y; tee Society rang at St. Matthewrs, Holbeck; Leeds,

0006 changes, of Kent Treble Bob Major, in 2 hrs. 67 mins, T. Harrison 
• mRSTet! ' I P » H- Moss, 3rd; R. Tnke, Esq., 4th; H. fiubbatd!
jnn,, Oth; T. Lockwood, Oth; J. Yf. Snowdon, 7th; R. Binns, tenor. The 
peat, a one-part composition, with the fifth and sixth their extent in 5-6, was 
composed by H. Dams of the Cumberland Youths, and conducted by Jasper 
W . Snowdon. Weight of tehor, 16 cvt.^Contributed*. , .

Dunstable, Bedfordshire. '
Om Monday, January 22nd, the eight sons of-Mr. John Franklin, in tho 

revered father, rang several touches of changes on the bells 
of.the Priory Church, it being the 30th birthday of- one of-the eldest sonfe.—  • 
Local Paper. 5

Ringing at Ashchnrch, Gloucestershire.
23rd, a mixed” band of Tewkesbury and Ashcburch 

nngers rang m 27 mms. a peal of GrandsiieMitior, viz. T. Franklin, treble ;
G. Cleal, 2nd; J. BayUs^Srd;>J$din Watiien, 4th; E. .Wallis, 5th; Josiah 
Wathen, tenor and CbnduqtoR This is BgfievM ito be the first peal of Minor 
ever rung here by fingers ofthe immediate neighbourhood.--^Contributed.

Muffled Peal at DisS, N o r fo lk ;- -
On Saturday evening, Jon. 27th, the Diss Company rang at the parish 

church muffled touches of Plain and Oxford Treble Bob Major, as a mark of 
resp.ect to . the memory of Mr. j .  Newby, who.died.odl the 23rd ult., in the 

i 78th year of his age: an old member of the Company. The ringers were':?-? - ’
| J. Rudd, T. Ford, W. Ireland, W. Scales, W. .Brown, J. .Gaffir, J. Bumstead,
| G. Merton, T. Preston, T. Cldrke, arid E. Francis. ' Conducted by J. Rudd.—  
i Contributed.

Change-ringing at .St. Peter’s, Hindley, Lancashire.- g-  - >t
On Saturday, January 27th, a mixed band rang at the above church Mr. J. 

Reeveb\ten-^art pCai Of Gf^dsire Triples, ins2 MS. 51 riiiM.i the fitfst tfrie 
this peal has bben rung in the district.' The ringers. w e r e G .  Grundy, 
treble.; E. Prescot; 2nd ; J; Eckersley, 3rd; J. Vickers, 4th; J. Houghton,

' 5th'; W . W'arbmion,' Ctb; ;J. Prescot, 7th"; E. Arrowsmith, ienor. Weiglit of ‘
: terior,14 cwt. I  qr.^Cdnlributcd::

Ringing at Darlington, Durham.
' On Tuesday, January.$bib,'.the ringera of the St. John’s Guild, Darlington, 

rang a peal of Oxford Treble Bob Mirior, arid a peal of Grandsite Mirier/in 
all 1440 changes, in 53 .mins: The ringers were:— W. Eggleston/ treble;,

; W 4 Hutchinson, 2nd;-R..Moneaster, ,3rd; B. .Key, 4th ;.W . Patton, 5th;.
G. Ovbrtofi, tenbr. Conducted by Overton arid Kay.— Contributed...

. .Change-ringing at Roystone, Yorkshire. .
: On Wednesdcy evening, January 31st, the Roystone ringers assembled in the 

tower of their fine old church, and rang 1877 changes in 1 hr. 8 mins., in,six 
diffbrefit methods (tdl on the College principle), Wffolfotrs t^Loridbn; Scholat^/: 
Roystone Delight, Sandal Delight, Arnold’s Victory, City’s Delight, arid College 2 
Pleasure.; The ringers stood in the following onler:— G._Haigb, .treble;
G.'Wroe, krid; H . Cults, 3rd; Ji Haigh, 4th ; G. Cults,6th; I. Cults, tenor. 
The peal was arranged arid cohdubted by J. HOigh, the sexton of the parish. 
— Contributed,

Change-ringing.— Tell-tales.: r ?. . ..
Ma. E. Seage, a meohanical engineer of Exeter and conductor of a hand­

bell band, has lately perfected an ingenious contrivance, which, in addition to 
beingia great aid to bell-ringers, will save the public the annoyance expe­
rienced from the clang of church bells when in the hands pf novices. The 
method consists in small bells being placed in the belfry, immediately over 
the ringers’ heads; arid connected with the larger bells by- wires arid crank9, 
acted upon by a point'attached to ihe top of the stay, which is removed whea - 
the bells are rung open. . Thp clapp.ers of the.larger bells are lashed, so os to 
be sileht, and instead of their tones being heard at every pull, the smaller bells 
are struck, the Sounds being heard Only by the ringers. Errors are thus easily
deteoted, and various experiments may be trted without annoyance to outsiders. 
The idea, we believe, originated with Mr. C. A. W. Troyte, of Huntabam €ourt, 
arid its practical Utility has been tried by Several petsbns, and has been brongnt 
to a successful iffiue.by Mr. Seage, who has erected a sot of thesatest-bella 
at S t  Sidwell’Snto t̂he great advantage of the ringers usually officiaring tuere, 
who will be enabled to perfect tiieiriselves in tee art of charige-nnging before 

: giving the publiii the benefit bf their experience.—Xoca/ Paper.

A  Date Touch at Lindley, Yorkshire. /
■ m i  obdiges of ±ebt'Treble B6b Mgjor were rang bere on tbe SOflr ult.. 

coriiposed and conducted by J. Haigh.

Change-ringing in Ireland.
Mr. R. LANOBisHE fnTorms us that chonge-nn ging is .P^cAfis«d 

Cathedral of St. Centre, Kilkenny. Mr. B. H. C .erry, of the ^«terford 
Society of Cbange-ringers, writes to U.e /r'.* Bccirworare/ Oerrtt* “  “ J 

i tbat Wnterford is the. .onlj- town in Ireland-where * h™8e-nnging ĥasi been 
i accomplished. Tn St/Pidrick s Celbednd, Dublin, they have neier got bejontt 
call changes. : - 0 j  .*•“  *

' paleness o f  his Ink.
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always seen in poor people’s faces when the sermon begins, fades away into 
disappointment, and this happens when it is dull or beyond their compre­
hension. But I  would suggest, at least in country parishes, that the greatest 
pains should bo taken to make the Sunday-morning sermon attractive and 
useful. I t  need not exceed fifteen minutes; for when a man is in earnest he 
can say a great deal in that time.

I  think even highly-educated congregations would not grudge the time so 
spent i f  they could only feel that somebody was getting good, and that the 
teaching was practical. Surely, i f  a clergyman would look through the next 
Sunday services a week beforehand, and during that week would try to pick 
up hints and illustrations for his sermon in his work, he would be able to 
make it more practical and useful. I f  he would carry it with him in his 
palish, as well as in his prayers, he would make his sermon telling, without 
interfering with the service o f prayer and praise. F. E. H.

S i r ,— Your correspondent, in his letter headed ‘ Preaching v. Praise,’ has 
raised an interesting question; but is not the versus rather misleading? 
Surely there is no antagonism between these two ordinances: each has its 
appropriate place,, each an equal importance; and although we have ‘ but one 
rubric enjoining a sermon,’ yet the mind of the Church on the subject is very 
plainly declared in her formularies. In  the 19th Article it is stated, ‘ The 
visible Church of Christ is a congregation of faithful men, in the which the 
pure Word of. God is preached, and the Sacraments he duly administered.’ 
Here preaching is put before the Sacraments, agreeably with the declaration 
of Archbishop W hitgift— ‘ Men must first be converted to Christ by the 
preaching o f the Word, before the Sacraments be ministered unto them.’ 
Again, in the Ordination Services the Bishop, after exhorting the candidates 
‘ to teach and to premonisb, to feed and to provide for the Lord’s family,’ 
delivers a Bible into the hand of each, saying, ‘ Take thou authority to preach 
the Word of God.’ Our Reformers laid great stress on preaching. Latimer, 
in his quaint, trenchant style, exclaims, ‘ How necessary preaching is ! The 
preaching of the Gospel is the power of God to every man that doth believe. 
Beware, beware ye diminish not this office ; for i f  ye do, ye decay G od’s power 
to all that do believe. This is the thing that the Devil wrestletli most 
against. I t  hath been all his study to decay this office.’ The translators of 
our Authorised Version o f the Holy Bible are witnesses to the estimation 
in which the divines of our Church then held preaching. They thus address 
his Majesty:— ‘ Amongst all our joys there was no one that more filled our 
hearts than the blessed continuance of the preaching of God’s Sacred Word 
amongst us.’ W e may all, I  think, agree with your correspondent that 
preaching should not be exalted to undue prominence; but, on the other 
hand, we must not forget that the Divine injunction is, Preach; the Apostolic 
precept is, Preach; and the echo of the English Church is, Preach; while the 
cessation of this ordinance is declared a special curse in the solemn words—
‘ Behold the days come, saith the Lord God, that I  will send a famine in the 
land, not a famine of bread, not a thirst for water, but o f hearing the words of 
the Lord. W i l l i a m  L e q g e .

Derby, Feb, 6, 1877.

Mr. Spurgeon on R ev is ion  o f  the present Translation  o f 
the B ib le.

Sin,— In  an Edinburgh periodical of a religious character, intituled Times 
of Blessing, which has come into my hands quite by accident, I  find an article 
headed, ‘ Mr. Spurgeon’s Temporary Farewell to his Congregation.’ The re­
port commences thus: 1 At the outset of his discourse the preacher referred 
to a peculiarity in the rendering of this passage (Isa. xxxviii. 17) by the trans­
lators, and said that, after all, the good old Book would hold its own against 
all comers; and the best tiling we could do with the new Bible, when it makes 
its appearance from the hands of the Revisionists, would he to light our fires 
with i t ! ’ No one, I  suppose, w ill dispute that to effect, at this epoch, a satis­
factory revision of the translation of the Holy Scriptures, is a work of peculiar 
difficulty and delicacy. But what possible ground there can he for Mr. 
Spurgeon’s gratuitous insult to those who have undertaken so onerous and 
responsible a duty, or justification for his irreverent suggestion as to disposing 
of the result of their labours, I, for one, am entirely at a loss to conceive.

W. W .
C lergy  H ouses,

Sir ,— I  observe that ‘ Clergy Houses ' are now common in many places, 
and shall feel very much obliged by any hints respecting their general result, 
as well as by some few particulars as to the mode of working them. I  refer 
to houses for, say, half-a-dozen clergy. Does each gentleman have a separate 
sitting-room ? Are all meals in common ? How do matters go on if, unfor­
tunately, a new arrival turns out to be not that of quite a gentleman? for such 
a misfortune may sometimes occur. Any hints will oblige. T. H. E.

Sir ,— In  answer to ‘ Lina’ s ’ land offer to send her copy o f Church Bells to 
a clergyman abroad, I  should like to name the Rev. YY. G. Lyster, Cape 
Cove, Gaspe, Canada East, per Canadian packet. The postage is one penny. 
His Mission is in an out-of-the-way place, and papers arc much valued hy 
him. W il l ia m  R. T agart .

Crowfield Parsonage, Needham Market.
A Correspondent wishes to hear of good, short, concise Church histories, 

suitable for ordination candidates, for the following periods— viz. from 3 B.C. 
t o  401 a .d . and from 1625 to 1602 a .d .

‘ H enry W r ig iit , Junior.'— Y'our letter lias not been preserved. W e in­
sert all such as appear of sufficient general interest, so far as space permits ; 
but we cannot undertake a private correspondence with those whose letters 
are not inserted.

‘ E. G. IV.’ should advertise.
1 A. G,’ bad better send her proposal as an advertisement.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.
— <,— ■

C h ange-ringing at K elsa ll, Suffolk.
On Saturday, February 3rd, a touch of Bob Major, consisting of 1008 

changes, was rung by the following band :— W. Andrews, treble; F. Samson, 
2nd; YY. Chatten, 3rd; G. Cooper, 4 th ; F. Thompson, 5th ; W . Fletcher, Cth; 
J. Avis, 7th; J. Edmunds, tenor. Conducted hy YY. Fletcher. Weight, 16J cwt. 
Ivey, F. Three of the above are over 70 years old.— Contributed,

M uffled  P ea l by the St. Jam es’ S oc ie ty  at St. C lem ent Danes, 
London .

On Monday, February 5tli, the following members rang at St. Clement 
Danes a muffled peal of Grandsire Caters, comprising 5039 changes, in 3 hrs. 
45 mins., as a token of respect to the late Mr. James Pratt, many years a 
member of the above Society. J. W . Cattle, treble; C. T. Hopkins, 2nd ; 
J. Mansfield, 3rd; YY. Coppage, 4th; D. Stackwood, 5 tli; R. French, Gill;
F. A. P. Knipe, 7th; G. Harvey, 8th; A. Hayward, 9th; W. Baron, tenor. 
The above was in the Tittum position, and had the 5tli and Otli bells placed 
throughout the peal. Composed by Mr. John Nelms and conducted by 
J. YY'. Cattle. YY'eight, 24 cwt.— Contributed.

C han ge-rin g in g  at Huntsham , D evon .
On Monday evening, February 5th, the Huntsham branch of the Ancient 

Society of College Youths (London) and of the Guild of Devonshire Ringers 
met in the belfry of the parish church for the ordinary weekly practice, and 
rang the late Mr. John Holt’s ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples, containing 
5040 changes. The ringers were:— J. Cliave, treble; H. Payne, 2nd; YY'. 
Cliave, 3rd; A. Davey, 4th; YY. Cliilcott, 5th; H . Tucker, 6th; C. A. YY'. 
Troyte, Esq., 7th ; S. Davey, tenor. YY'eight, 12J cwt. Conducted by C. A. YY'. 
Troyte, Esq., and brought round in 2 hrs. 57 mins. YYliat a reply to an 
assertion made a short time since, that 1 not a band could be taken from any 
one tower in the counties of Devon and Cornwall that could ring a 5040! ’—  
Local Paper.

R in g in g  at St. S idw e ll’s, Exeter.
On Tuesday, February Cth, eight members of the Guild of Devonshire 

Ringers met in the steeple of the above church, and rang Holt’s ten-part peal 
in 3 hrs. 9 mins. The band stood as follows :— W. B. Fulford, Esq., treble; 
H . Payne, 2nd; C. A. YY'. Troyte, Esq., 3rd; YY'. Banister, 4th; J. Banister, 
5th; H. ’Tucker, 6th ; YY'. Chilcott, 7th; J. Baxter, tenor. Conducted hy
C. A. VY'. Troyte, Esq. YY'eight, 23 cwt. 3 qrs. This is the second peal ever 
rung in Exeter.— Contributed.

M uffled P ea l at W a terfo rd , Ireland.
On Tuesday evening, February 6th, eight members of the YY'aterford 

Society o f Change-ringers rang a half-muffled peal, as a mark of respect to 
the Y'ery Rev. E . N. Hoare, who was for a period of 26 years Dean of YVater- 
ford Cathedral. H e was visiting at Norwood, Surrey, where he died at the 
advanced age of 75, and at which place he was on that day buried. The 
ringing was the whole pull and stand, finishing up with a touch of Grandsire 
Triples, by the follow ing:—J. Roy, treble ; G. Clampett, 2nd ; J. Pollard, 3rd ; 
R. S. Blee, 4th; G. Livermore, 5th; G. J. Mackesy, Esq., M.D., 6th ; G. 
Atherton, 7th; YY. G. D. Goff, Esq., B.A., tenor. Conducted by 11. S. Bloc. 
— Contributed.

R in g in g  at St. M ich ae l’s, L ich fie ld .
On Wednesday, February 7th, a complete peal of Plain Bob Minor was 

rung by F. Sedgwick, treble; H . Meacham, 2nd; W. A. Wood, 3rd; J. 
Key, 4th; Rev. J. J. Serjeantson (Rector), 5th; T . Meredith, tenor and 
conductor. This is the first peal ever rung by this method in Lichfield, and 
also the first complete peal of Plain Bob Minor in which any of the above- 
named ringers had taken a part.— Contributed.

W ater lo o  Society , London .
On Saturday, February 10th, at St. Giles-in-the-Fields, Mr. John H olt’s 

one-part peal of Grandsire Triples, with two doubles in the last four leads, 
containing 5040 changes, was rung in 2 hrs. 57 mins., by J. YY'. Cattle, treble ; 
H . Hopkins, 2nd; YV. Coppage, 3rd; W. Oakes (first peal), 4th; C. T. 
Hopkins, 5th ; F. A. P. Knipe, Cth; J. Barrett, 7th; S. Hayhurst (first peal), 
tenor. YY'eight, 18 cwt. Conducted by J. YYr. Cattle.— Contributed.

Date Touches.
A t  Bingley, Yorkshire, on the 6th inst., 1877 changes of Kent Treble Bob 

Major.— At Shelley, Yorkshire, on the 10th inst,, 1877 changes in mixed 
variations. Time, 1 hr. 7 mins.— At Christ Church, Oxford, on the 7th inst., 
1877 Stedman’s Triples, in 1 hr. 17 mins., by the Oxford Society. Composed 
by Mr. W. Smith.

A p p ea l for the Church B ells, Churcham, G loucester.
W in  any ringers assist us in restoring our ring of bells, which, together 

with our church, were lost by fire, October SOtli, 1875 ? Any suns, however 
small, that can be collected among ringers, or other lovers of hells, will be 
most thankfully received and acknowledged by either T. Gamhier Parry, Esq., 
Highnam Court, Gloucester, or J. I I .  C. Hall, Churcham, near Gloucester, 
and advertised in Church Bells. Although our funds are very small, we have 
placed the bells in the hands of YY'arner and Sons, trusting tiiat toe sympathy 
we may meet with will enable us to replace what has been a very great loss, 
and fallen heavily upon our shoulders. Post-office orders should be made 
payable at Gloucester.

Churcham, January 13th, 1877.

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— H, B, M . ; John F r e : to n ; } I .
R e c e iv e d  a l s o .—R. YV. E. Sanderson: s im ila r  ancient belfry rules are found in many 

belfries. Henry Tofts. G. H. Harris. Underlay has not sent name and address.
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E ccles iastica l L eg is la tion .
Sie,— Mr. Grier thinks it right that when a clergyman is condemned in an 

ecclesiastical court lie should have an appeal to a secular court, but i f  he is 
acquitted in the ecclesiastical court then his accuser should have no appeal 
to the secular power. This is rather one-sided justice. I f  the civil power 
can rightly be invoked 011 behalf of a condemned priest, with equal right, 
certainly, can it be invoked on behalf o f his defeated accuser. In  each case 
the civil court simply sees that justice is done between the two parties.

Mr. Grier says, ‘ One thing is absolutely certain, that the Ornaments 
rubrics, literally and naturally interpreted, enjoin the use of vestments. If, 
then, the Committee forbid their use, they will simply convict themselves of 
gross injustice.’ This seems to me rather cool. I f  the Committee presume 
to differ from Mr. Grier’s opinion on the legality o f vestments, ‘ they will 
convict themselves of gross injustice 1' But I  think the majority of English 
Churchmen will be of opinion that judges, skilled and practised bribe legal 
interpretation of words of ail lands, will be more likely to be right than any 
clergyman biased by bis own feelings and prejudices.

Mr. Grier says, ‘ “  The Church,” not the State, we are told in the 20th 
Article, “ hath power to decree rites and ceremonies, and authority in con­
troversies of faith.” ’ Would it not be better to wait until the State does 
attempt to 1 decree rites and ceremonies ’ before raising a protest against it ? 
The State lias not ‘ decreed any rites or ceremonies,’ nor lias it interfered in 
‘ controversies of faith.' The Public Worship Act was intended not to make, 
but to enforce the law of the Chureli against rebellious priests. The Bishops 
of the Church appealed to the State for protection for the Church against 
those who, while they eat her bread, would defy her authority and break her 
laws. I f  the Ritualistic clergy had been willing to obey their Bishops, there 
never would have been a Public Worship A c t ; and even now, when they will 
submit to the judgment of their Bishop, the Act cannot touch them.

I  tliink there is greater likelihood o f decisions strictly just to all parties 
from  lay judges, who interpret the laws o f the Church on legal and technical 
principles and evidences, without any feeling or bias in the matter, than 
irom  ecclesiastics who must be personally interested in their decisions, and 
who, therefore, cannot help hut be more or less biased. Jom, W ood.

Luton, Beds, Feb. 19/A, 1877.

W h o  are the Church ?
Sir,— Will the Rev. R. M. Grier kindly inform the readers of Ohurcli Bells 

who Hoic constitute 1 the Church,’ which, according to the 20th Article, 1 hath 
power to decree rites and ceremonies, and authority in controversies of faith ? ’

Bellefield, Trowbridge, T. Clark,
H om e for Inebriates,

T he  Eev. R. M. Grier begs to acknowledge the receipt o f the following 
donations in aid of the Home for Inebriates at Rugeley, towards the 400/. you 
were kind enough to allow him to appeal for in your paper:—

Per Church Bells
„  Stamps .........................  ..............
„  1 Rio Tongas ’ .........................  ..............

Rev. E. Samson
Bishop Abraham ..............  ..............
Bishop Hobhouse ................................................
Mrs. Webb ...........................................................
Mr. Blane ... .......... .....................................
Dr. Monkton ...
Mr. Owen ...........................................................
A  Eriend
Lady Willoughby de B r o k e .....................................
M ss Margaret L lo y d .............. .........................

Further donations are earnestly requested.
The Vicarage, Rugelcg.

Si e ,— I  should be very grateful to any o f your readers who, having had 
experience in parochial libraries, would furnish me with a short list o f cheap 
and popular standard books, such as are not commonly known yet o f un­
doubted merit, and such as ought to he in every village library.

Sibton Vicarage, Yoxford, Feb. 20th, 1877. W. BROMLEY,
‘ A  M oderate M an,’ who comments on the articles headed ‘ English 

Atrocities,’ advances no arguments which have not already been answered by 
the writer of the articles.

1 Eequi.au Subscriber.'— W e do not at present recollect much beyond the 
usual commentaries especially dealing with the subject. Sermon 2, Yol. ii., 
of Newman’s Parochial Sermons, touches on the point.

Received also.—J. Crummaek.

£5 0 0
0 2 0
0 10 0
5 0 0
5 0 0
2 2 0
0 10 0
1 0 0
1 1 0
2 0 0
5 0 0
5 0 0
5 0 0

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

Com posing m ade Easy.
A n y  one who took the trouble to read carefully the letter on the above- 

named subject ( Church Bells, Feb. 5, 1870) cannot, I  think, doubt that the 
respective peals given by ‘ Novice,’ in your last issue, are similar, and that he 
has not the slightest claim to be considered the composer of the 0720. In 
fact, so well is this principle now i ecognised, that I  would not occupy these 
pages in any further discussion on the subject, had not ‘ Novice ’ inquired 
whether Treble Bob peals with the fifth and sixth their extent could be varied 
in this manner, and their musical qualities retained. O f course, the simplest 
way a 5-6 extent peal can be varied and the extent retained is by commencing 
with a different course; still there is only one course that such a peal can 
begin at, and this is the one following that in which 5-0 are in each other’s 
places, and come 0-5 at the course end. This is such a perceptible * vari­

ation’ that an example is unnecessary. To show, however, that these peals 
can be pricked backwards and the extent o f 5-6 preserved, I  give the two 
following ‘ variations,’ with the original pea l:—

3 6 4 5 2 
6 2 4 5 3 
2 0 3 5 4
2 3 5 0 4
3 4 5 0 2
4 2 5 0 3
2 4 3 6 5 
6 3 4 2 5 
6 4 2 3 5 
0 2 3 4 5 
6 5 2 4 3
5 4 6 3 2
3 5 4 2 6 
2 4 5 3 0 
2 5 3 4 0 
2 3 4 5 6

M
1
1

H it 33 W H M B W H
2 3 6 4 5 2 1 2 5 4 3 2 6 2 2
2 0 2 4 5 3 1 2 5 3 2 4 6 1 2
2 2 6 3 5 4 2 2 5 2 4 3 6 1 2
2 6 5 2 4 3 _ 2 6 4 3 5 1 2
2 6 5 4 3 2 — 1 3 4 6 2 5 2 2
2 3 4 5 0 2 2 2 3 6 2 4 5 1 2
2 4 2 5 0 3 1 2 3 2 4 6 5 1 2
2 2 3 5 0 4 1 2 2 5 4 0 3 1 2
2 3 2 4 6 5 2 2 5 3 4 6 2 1 2
2 0 4 2 3 5 2 2 3 5 2 0 4 2 2
1 6 2 3 4 5 1 2 5 6 3 4 2 -

6 3 4 2 5 1 2 5 6 4 2 3 - 1
2 3 5 4 2 0 1 2 2 4 6 5 3 2 2
2 2 4 5 3 0 2 2 4 3 6 5 2 1 2
o 2 5 3 4 (i 1 2 3 2 6 5 4 1 2
2 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 2 3 4 5 0 2 2

First Variation. Second Variation.H. W . H ale y .

The original peal is by Mr. I I .  W. Haley, and is, I  think, one of the best 
peals of this description yet composed, as the bells work in such a remarkably 
even manner. Now the first variation is this peal pricked backwards, and the 
second is a ‘ variation ’ from the first ‘ variation ’ by commencing at the course 
after the one ending 0 5, and has even still less the look of the original peal. 
Anyone wanting a capital 5120 of Treble Bob could not, I  am sure, select 
any better peal than one of these; at the same time, as I  have never even 
attempted to compose a peal of Treble Bob, let me assure 1 Novice ’ that all 
the credit and authorship o f these ‘ variations,’ on the 1 composing-made-easy 
principle,’ is entirely due to the original author of the peal.

As a matter of interest in showing how this principle can be applied to the 
improvement of a composition, I  may mention that the 9120 of Treble Bob, 
with the tenors together, lately rung by the Yorkshire Association, and which 
went 9119 changes without any alteration from the true method, was merely 
the peal of 9120 of Mr. James Lockwood’s, given in Hubbard's Art o f Ringing, 
pricked by the bob changes backwards. J a s p e r  W. S n o w d o n .

P.S.— Since writing the above, I  find that in Sottanstall’s work on ringing 
there is a peal by Mr. T. Day, which has exactly the same course ends as 
the first variation here given, only by calling the sixth course 1m, 1b, 2h, 
instead of 2w, 2h , the peal consists of 5088 changes.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Assoc ia tion  at O tley.
On Shrove Tuesday, Feb. 13th, the Society rang at A ll Saints, Otley, 5152 

changes of Kent Treble Bob Major in 2 hrs. 58 mins—  C. Ralph, treble; 
J. Lockwood, 2nd; L. Cawood, 3rd; W. Whitaker, 4th; W . M ’Goun, 5th; 
T. Lockwood, 6th ; H . Hubbard, jun., 7th; J. W. Snowdon, tenor. The 
peal, a one-part composition of Mr. W. Harrison’s, with the 0th the extent 
each way in 5-6, was conducted hy J. W . Snowdon, Esq. Tenor, 10 cwt. 
This peal was rung to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary o f a peal of 9000 
changes of Sbipway’s Method o f London Treble Bob, rung on Shrove Tuesday, 
Feb. 13th, 1827, at this church. At Otley also, in 1814, was rung Shipway’s 
12,320 of Treble Bob ; and Mr. C. Isles, who heard this length rung and took 
part in the peal of 9000 above mentioned, is now living, and in his eighty- 
second year— Contributed.

Ancien t S ociety  o f C o llege  Youths.
On Monday, February 12th, the following members of the above Society 

rang at St. Stephen’s, Westminster, the late Mr. John Holt’s original peal of 
Grandsire Triples, containing 5040 changes, having two doubles in the last 
four leads, in 3 hrs. 17 mins.:— H. Haley, sen., treble ; E. Horrex, 2nd ; H. 
Haley, jun., 3rd; M. A. Wood, 4th ; F. Bate, 5th; G. Gardener, Otli; J. M. 
Hayes, 7th ; S. Reeves, tenor. Conducted by Mr, Haley, sen.— Contributed.

Change-ringing at A l l  Souls, H alifax , Yorkshire.
On Monday evening, Feb. 5tli, 81 leads of Kent Treble Bob Major, con­

sisting of 2592 changes, was rung in honour of Mr. J. Crapper’s eighty-first 
birthday, the oldest ringer in Halifax, in 1 hr. 52 mins. :— G. Harper, treble j 
J. Shaw, 2nd; H . Iligginbottom, 3rd; T. Robinson, 4 th ; J. Barlow, 5 th; 
E. Smith, 6tli; J. Lockwood, 7th ; E. Harper, tenor. Composed by Mr. T. 
Robinson and conducted by Mr. J. Lockwood. Weight, 20 cwt.— Contributed.

C h ange-ringing at St. Thom as ’ s, Oxford.
On Wednesday, February 7th, the following members of the Oxford 

University Society of Change-ringers rang 720 Grandsire Minor in 25 m ins.:— 
W. C. H . Burne (Keble), treb le ; J. S. Pritchett (Balliol), 2nd; J. R. Iveble 
(Keble), 3rd; F. A. Milne (Keble), 4 th ; C. Davies (Pembroke), 5th; H. W. 
Ellicott (B. N. C.), tenor. Conducted hy II. W. Ellicott. This is the first 
720 rung by the Society for more than three years.— Contributed.

Change-ringing at St. B artholom ew ’s, W esthoughton , 
Lancashire.

On Saturday, February 10th, a mixed band of ringers rang M r. J r im Holt s 
ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples, consisting of 5040 changes, in 2 hrs. 
49 mins. The ringers were:— G. Grundy, treble ; E. Prescot, 2nd; J . Prescot 
(conductor), 3rd; H . He&toD, 4th; J. Hoitgbtou, 5th: A. Hodkinson, 6th; 
J. Whittingham, 7th ; E. Arrowsmith, tenor. Weight, 13 cwt. 1 qr. 14 lbs.—■ 
Contributed. '

R e c e iv e d  a l s o . — John L a y to n : pancake be ll is  genera l i u  and around Bath and 
Bristol, Clem ent E lsm o re ; and others,
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alcoholic drinks does no harm to themselves.or to others, the answers are:—  
Firstly, that tlie returns made out and published by one o f the largest Life 
Assurance Companies in London prove that—taking an equal number of 
assured persons in the Temperance and General sections— the death-rate 
during the last ten years has been vastly greater among the Moderate 
Drinkers than among the Teetotalers !

Secondly, those who are strictly moderate exercise a bad influence over 
others simply by this very moderation, as it induces persons of weaker reso­
lution, or differently constituted in body, to imagine they can follow with 
safety the example thus set them; but the result too often is, that the 
moderation of the latter class gradually leads on to excess, and finally these 
drinkers merge themselves in the vast host of misguided beings by whom 
most of the crime committed and misery nowr existing in Great Britain are 
produced.

I t  is computed that, at the present rate at which the Holy Scriptures are 
issued by the Bible Society, 615 years must elapse before the whole world can 
be supplied with copies; whereas, i f  every moderate drinker in the British 
Isles would but refrain from beer, wine, and spirits, fo r  only six months, the 
money thus saved would be sufficient to buy 700 millions of Bibles— i. e. one 
copy for each of the benighted heathens at present without the means of grace!

To conclude,— it will henceforth be my constant aim to try and induce 
employers of labour, ministers of religion, and other influential persons, to 
join together in a holy war against Alcohol, as one of the most malignant 
agents of the Evil One; and that the blessing o f the Almighty will rest on our 
efforts, especially i f  the great army of total abstainers is officered by the 
principals in business firms, and led on by Christ's chosen preachers of His 
Gospel, is the firm conviction of

A  L ondon M anufacturer  and  P ledged  T e e t o ta le r .

T h e  Australian  Synod.
Sir,— Not many o f your readers, I  am afraid, are interested in the 

proceedings of an Australian Synod, but those who are will be glad to have 
a correct report of such proceedings. W ill you allow me, therefore, to correct 
a report which appears in your issue of this week ? Noticing the session of 
the General Synod of the dioceses of Australia and Tasmania, which was 
held at Sydney last October, you state that a motion made by Sir William 
Stawell, Chief Justice o f Victoria, ‘ that for the confirmation of a Bishop the 
Metropolitan’s consent should be indispensable,’ w;as eventually disposed of 
by a count-out. I  learn both from private correspondence and also from the 
official report of the Synod published in the Australian Churchman, that Sir 
\V. Staweil’s aim w'as precisely the opposite of that which you attribute to 
him. I  quote from the Australian Churchman’s report of the debate upon 
the second reading of the proposed ‘ Determination : ’— ‘ Sir W . Stawell 
explained that his object was . . . .  to dispense, in the case of a newly- 
electecl Bishop, with the double approval, first of the Metropolitan and after­
wards of tbe Bishops, and to provide instead that the appointment should be 
confirmed by the Metropolitan and Bishops together, or a majority of them, 
giving the Metropolitan a second vote in the event of an equality of votes.' 
The Dean of Melbourne seconded the motion for the second reading, which 
was carried by the clergy and laity without division, and by eight to one of 
the Bishops. The f  Determination’ afterwards passed through committee of 
the whole Synod with but slight amendment. But there still remained the 
final stage,the adoption of the Committee’s Beport,upon which the ‘ Determi­
nation’ would be passed as an Act of Synod; and before this could be arrived 
at Sir W. Stawell had been compelled to return to Melbourne, and his 
proposal was debated for the last time in a thin house, composed, as it seems, 
chiefly of those' who were not friendly to it. Hence the discreditable con­
clusion— it was * disposed of by a count-out.’ F. H . Cox.

Tilney Vicarage, Norfolk, Feb. 27.

Parish  Councils as a Cure for Parish Quarrels.
Sir,— Mr. Tooth may be a benefactor after all. When things have come 

to the worst they begin to mend. How are they to mend ? One way of pre­
venting, I  dare not say all, but many of these unseemly disputes and scandals, 
would be, in my opinion, the general establishment of Parish Councils, which 
have been organized, and are found to work, wherever tried, most success­
fully. I  have one in my eye at this moment; the population, rural, about 
500; the council twelve, consisting o f past and present churchwardens, the 
squire, and other most influential parishioners. These meet at the Rectory 
whenever the Ke.ctor thinks it expedient to talk over any matter affecting the 
parish, in a friendly and informal way. Thus, to mention only a few things of 
the sort— (1) the introduction of the weekly offertory, or a surpliced choir; 
(2 ) any change in the hour or ordering of the services ; (3) any improvement 
or alteration in the sittings, or appropriation of them ; any improvement of the 
music, placing a clock, improvement of parish school, &c. These twelve 
generally carry the parish with them, and in the direction suggested, after due 
consideration, by the Hector.

I  merely suggest this as a general idea, which each incumbent can modify 
in any way he thinks best. A  further advantage of the plan is, that it is good 
training for lay representation in diocesan councils or otherwise— representa­
tion which, in my opinion, the laity must have if the Church, as by law 
established, is to stand. W. P., Stifford.

‘ James St a n le y .’— Of  course we cannot enter into the subject you propose 
in these columns. Probably you know some clergyman who could lend you a 
Commentary, or, still better, Pearson’s Exposition of the Creed. You will find 
an account ;of the origin, &c. of Monachism in Hobertson’s History of the 
Christian Church, vol. ii. chap. 1, published by John Murray, price 6c£.

* E. C. H opper.’-—M any thanks for your offer. We could not use the photo­
graph at present; but i f  we should have an opportunity later we will apply 
to you for the loan of it. _________

*** Other interesting correspondence we are compelled to defer for want 
o f space.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

A n cien t Society  o f  C o llege  Youths (estab lished 1637).
On Saturday, February 10th, ten members of the above Society rang at 

St. Margaret's, Westminster, a true peal of Kent Treble Bob Royal, consisting 
of 5200 changes, in 3 hrs. 31 mins. M. A. Wood, treble; G. A. Muskett, 2nd; 
R. French, 3rd; G. Dorrington, 4th; G. Mash, 5th; S. Reeves, Oth; R. 
Haworth, 7th ; E. Horrex, Sth; J. Dwight, Oth; J. M. Hayes, tenor. Weight, 
28 cwt. Conducted by Mr. Matthew Wood.— Contributed.

R eopen ing o f B e lls  at W rexham , Flintshire.
On Monday, February 5th, the Manchester Cathedral ringers reopened 

the old ring of ten bells at Wrexham, rehung hy Messrs. Taylor o f Lough­
borough. Several touches were rung during the day, by W. Gross, treble; 
J. Holgate, 2nd; J. Wood, 3rd; J. Winterbottom, 4th; R. Yates, 5th; T. 
Brayshaw, 0th ; J. Grimshaw, 7th; J. Eachus, 8th ; J. Withers, 9th ; Joseph 
Withers, tenor. Weight, 28 cwt.

On Tuesday, the 0tli, the same ringers were engaged to open a new ring 
o f eight at Rhyl, Denbigh, cast hy Messrs. Taylor. Tenor, 17 cwt., in the 
key of F. Several peals were rung during the day, consisting of Grandsire 
Triples and Boh Major.— Contributed.

C hange-ringing at B u rton -on -T ren t, Staffordshire.
O n  Monday evening, February 12th, the Society of St.. Paul’s rang Mr. 

John Holt’s original ten-part peal of 5040 Grandsire Triples, in 3 hrs. 7 mins. 
The ringers were:— W. Newton, treble; S. Cooper, 2nd; W. Wakley, 3rd; 
J. Argyle, 4th; W. Royals, 5th; W. Potts, Oth; W. Fearneyhough, 7th;
A. Wakley, tenor. Conducted by S. Cooper, aged twenty-one years. Weight, 
20 cwt.— Contributed.

M acclesfie ld  (Chesh ire ) Society  o f Change-ringers.
On Monday, February 12th, the ringers of the Old Church rang a true 

peal of Grandsire Caters, consisting of 0011 changes, in 4 hrs. 12 mins. The 
members were;— W. Hulme, treble; .T. Morlidge, 2nd; W . Ashworth, 3rd ; 
J. Holt, 4th; C. Bamford, 5th; W. M ‘ Kenny, Cth; E. Matthews, 7th; E. 
Flannagan, 8th ; J. Farrish, 9th; H. Williams, tenor. Weight, 20 cwt. 
Composed and conducted hy Mr. W. Hulme, sexton.— Contributed.

C h ange-ringing at W ig a n  (Lancash ire ) Parish  Church.
On Monday, February, 12th, was rung the first half o f Mr. John Holt's 

ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples, consisting of 2520 changes, in 1 hr. 
32 mins. Conducted by Mr. T. Halliwell. The ringers were as follows :—  
T. Halliwell, treb le; G. B. Walker, 2nd ; J. Layland, 3rd ; W. Bentkam, 4th ; 
E. Bentham, 5th; S. Hall, 6ih; J. W. Hall, G. C. Hall, 7th; R. Tyson, G. 
Linkman, tenor. Their first peal. Weight, 28 cwt.— Contributed.

A  N ew  R in g  o f  Bells  at M arket Lav in gton , W ilts .
T h e s e  were opened on Feb. 13th. The old bells had become unserviceable. 

The work was entrusted to Messrs. Llewellyn and James of Bristol. At 8 
o’clock there was a celebration of the Holy Communion. At 11, Morning 
Service, with appropriate prayers introduced, and a sermon by the Ven. 
Archdeacon Buchanan, who took for his text Exod. xxviii. 33. Alter briefly 
alluding to the fact that this was the only instance in early times of a con­
nexion between bells and public worship, lie spoke of the use that from the 
third century had been made of bells in the Christian Church, and closed with 
the hope that these new hells might ntver he rung for anything but Church 
services, or for subjects of rejoicing in which all could join ; at any rate, not 
for party or political triumphs. H e also exhorted the ringers to remember 
that the hells were instruments of sacred music, and to exercise their office 
with reverence. Ringers from Bristol were engaged for the day. After the 
midday service they rang seven six-scores Grandsire Doubles in succession.— 
Contributed.

O xford U n iversity  Society o f  Change-ringers.
S i r ,— I t  is with much reluctance that I  send the enclosed account of a 

peal of Minor recently rung by our Society, for you will at once see that it was 
rung in Lent, and I  know well that you disapprove of ringing in that season. 
Now, Sir, there are many practical difficulties which prevent us fmm sus­
pending ringing during the season of Lent, In  the first place, our terms are 
so short that, to suspend ringing in Lent, it wonld he necessary to cease fn>m 
ringing for nearly a whole term ; hut this Lenten term is our best term for 
ringing, for in the October term ‘ tbe men’ are generally out of practice, and 
in the summer term it is very difficult to get ‘ the men ’ toge-her ; in the second 
place, ‘ the men’ who join the Society are as a rule novices, consequently we 
are obliged to ring as often as possible, so as to enable these ’ men’ to become 
proficient before they go down. There is a further excuse for ringing at this 
particular tim e: at present we have a much better lot of ‘ men' than usual, 
but, as two or three of these intend to take their degrees at Midsummer, we 
are obliged to do what we can while they remain with us. I  hope, Mr. Editor, 
that the reasons I  have given above may induce you to insert the mcl.-sed.

Brasenose Coll., Feb. 201/i. H . W. E ll ic o t t .
[ l Men ’ is the name hy which all University students are called, though 

most probably they are all C o l l e g e  Y o u t h s .— E d . ]

On Thursday, February 22nd, the following members of the above Soci-ty 
rang at St. Thomas’s, Oxford, 720 Bob Minor, in 25 mins.;— TV. C. H. Burne 
(Keble), treble; C. Davies (Pembroke), 2nd; J. R. Keble (Keble). 3rd; F. A.
Milne (Kehle), 4th ; H. TY. Ellicott (Brasenose), 5 tli; * tenor. Conducted
by H. W. Ellicott. The above is tbe first 720 Bob Minor ever rung by this 
Society.

* The gentleman who rung tenor objects to his natne appearing in such an insignificant 
performance as a 720.

R e c e i v e d  a l s o .— F. Moss: we have no space for reporting suppers to ringers, accorm 
panied with toasts and speeches. F, Cleverley; and others.
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BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

B elfry  R eform .
Sir,— There appeared in Church Bells o f December 20th a letter under 

this heading. W ith your permission, I  should like to make a remark or two 
upon it. I  will take the subject of payment first. This is a rock on which 
not a few companies, I  suspect, are wrecked, and that simply because there is 
not a proper understanding between the ringers and those from whom the 
funds are expected to be forthcoming. Many people say, ‘ I f  there is one time 
more than another on which I  like to hear the bells, it is on the Sunday. 
Their music seems to suit the day so well, and yet that is the day on which 
we hear very little of their music, and that little badly performed. By-and- 
by the ringers will be coming round for a Christmas-box, or something o f the 
kind. I  do not see why I  should give them anything: they ring just when 
they please, and for their own amusement; but when I  want to hear the hells 
go nicely, the ringers are almost all absent, or only two or three of the com­
pany left to chime them for service as best they can. I t  is too bad ! ’ Ringers 
ought to understand that the first and foremost use of the bells is to call the 
people to God's house. Ringers stand in their own light in this matter. 
I f  they wish to obtain payment for their services, it must be not so much by 
learning to ring elaborate peals for mere amusement, which but fewr under­
stand and appreciate, but by being regularly at their posts on the Sunday, 
chiming or ringing the people into church, and then taking their places 
among the congregation. People would then say, 1 What a steady, respectable 
set of men our ringers are !— we ought to encourage them.’ I f  ringers would 
adopt this plan, there would be, I  think, an end to the grumbling. Each 
party would be satisfied. The other point in Mr. Jerram’s letter I  must leave 
for the present. G. H . H.

[ ‘ G. H. H .1 is requested to favour us with his name and address, which 
have been unfortunately mislaid.— Ed.]

A rch itec ts  are not Bell-hangers.
Sir ,— Allow me in a few words to caution persons contemplating having 

new bells, or rehanging old ones, against having the work done by the 
designs of an architect. Architects, as a rule, know nothing whatever about 
bell-hanging. In  new churches, especially when they are small ones, an 
architect generally designs a ‘ nice, long, narrow steeple,' about nine or ten 
feet square inside, which no doubt looks graceful and elegant outside, but is 
totally incapable of carrying more than three or four bells without hoisting 
some. In  restoring old churches, he not unfrequently puts the ringers up 
into a clock-chamber about ten feet from the bells, for fear o f the ropes 
hanging down and spoiling his western arch, as he thinks. I  have frequently 
known even small single bells at district churches almost unringable because 
the architect persisted in carrying the rope round corners or through a wall 
to he out e f sight. About a year ago I  was compelled to hang two school 
bells according to an architect’s plan, although I  protested against it and told 
the authorities they would never act so. And they did not, and one had to he 
altered afterwards. Why not in all cases consult a bell-hanger first, as to 
size of steeple, &c., and insist on the architect furnishing one of the required 
dimensions ? Lastly, in the case of small single bells, I  would urge persons 
concerned never to have them hung in turrets, accessible only by a fifty 
or sixty-staved ladder, which may, perhaps, have to he borrowed from some 
builder several miles off. Why not provide irons in the wall, about two feet 
apart, inside the church, and a trap-hole at the top, where there is no room 
for a staircase? and then a hell would he able to he got at, at a few minutes’ 
notice, for oiling, or in case of a rope breaking, or any other accident. I  know 
of a steeple containing four bells accessible only by ladder from the roof of 
the church. I  will not trouble you further. J. R. Jerrasi.

Fleet.
Com posing made Easy.

Sir ,— I  beg to thank Mr. Snowdon for his answer to my questions on this 
subject, and I  believe, as he says, that I  have no claim whatever to the 6720 I  
sent you, although I  actually found the 120 course ends in question. The peal, 
however, is a variation of the original by John Cox, and that being so, the 
8448 by S. Austin will in future stand as a variation of the original by 
J. Reeves.

I t  is, however, very easy for a ‘ Novice’ to fall into such an error, but 
it is surprising that such things are allowed to he published; and even more 
so when they are passed by without any commentation. Such is, however, the 
case, and in a very recent publication on Bell-ringing; and i f  asked, I  will 
point out the publication and peals alluded to.

Mr. Snowdon’s answer and illustration of Mr. Haley’s 0-G extent peal is 
indeed a good one, and one that will, I  hope, be found useful to every nevice; 
for which I  thank him kindly. But, Sir, the 1 P.S .’ thereto is so very suggestive 
that I  beg to ask another question or two on the same subject. Now, Sir, 
almost any one can see. that the peals by Mr. Haley and the one by Mr. Day, 
as mentioned in th a t1 P.S.,’ are variations of each other: therefore I  ask, Who 
composed the original peal on that particular plan ? The composers o f these 
peals are all living, I  believe, and the question could be easily settled; other­
wise, each man may be thought to have varied the other’s peal. There are 
but three of these peals, viz. a 5120 by H. W. Haley, a 508S by T. Day, and 
a D05C by H . Dains; and as some of the old ringers tell us there are no new 
peals to be got, that all has been done, and so on, is the last-mentioned of 
these three peals a variation of either o f the others ? An answer will he in­
teresting, especially as the eomposing-niade-easy principle is so well under­
stood and generally recognised. NovrcE.

T h e  Anonym ous T en or M an.
The Oxford ‘ Man ’ (alias Youth) who declined to allow his rarne to appear 

as ringer of the tenor in a peal of 720 Minor at St. Thomas’, Oxford, as 
reported in our last issue, writes to us that, having on a former occasion

expressed his disapproval of our inserting any peals o f M in o r , it would appear 
inconsistent in him to have joined in any such peals in future. Be it so. 
W e now take leave to advise him not to think so disparagingly of Boh Minor, 
which may be rung about in 1400 different variations. However, entertaining 
such views, we hope he will succeed in settling down in life where he will he 
able to show his skill in Boh M ajor and Maximus to his heart’s content, and 
to the gratification of his brother-ringers.

T h e  N orw ich  D iocesan Association  o f R ingers.
A t  a preliminary meeting held in Norwich last month, under the presi­

dency of the Rev. A. C. Copeman, Rural Dean, it was determined to form an 
Association with the above title, for the purpose of promoting belfry reform 
and change-ringing throughout the diocese. Since then the Dean of Norwich 
has kindly consented to become the President, and the three Archdeacons 
Vice-Presidents, and every post adds fresh names to the list of members. 
Our next meeting, when our rules will be drawn up and our officers chosen, 
will probably be held early in the next month; but of which due notice will 
be given. G. H . H arr is , Secretary pro tem.

Tunstead Vicarage, Norwich.
Appea l for H elp .

W tll those who enjoy the sound of clmrch bells in England help to send 
a set of six hemispherical bells to St. Paul’s Church in Chola, Nagpore, 
which is the central church of some 10,000 Christian people belonging to the 
aboriginal tribes of India, commonly called Kohls? I f  those who can help 
will do so, and will ask friends to help, I  shall be able to take these bells 
out to India when I  return shortly. The smallest donations will be very 
acceptable. There is no ring of bells within hundreds o f miles of our church.

S. P . O. House, 19 Delahay Street, Westminster. J. C. W h i t l e y .

M uffled C han ge-rin g in g  at Streatham, Surrey.
A t  Immanuel Church, Streatham Common, on Friday, February 16th, the 

bells being muffled, Mr. Holt’ s teu-part peal of Grandsire Triples, containing 
5040 changes, was rung in 2 hrs. 57 mins., as a token of respect to the late 
Matthew Henry Coulthurst, Esq., who was buried on that day in the family 
vault. H e was for nearly twenty years churchwarden of the above church, 
and much respected by all who knew him. The ringers were :— W. Shepard, 
treble ; W. F. Pell, 2nd; G. Russell, 3rd ; H . Daniels, 4 th ; G. Pell, 5th; 
S. Greenwood, Otli; D. Springe.]!, 7th; W. Ely, tenor. Conduoted by Mr. 
S. Greenwood.— Contributed.

R in g in g  at Harborne, Staffordshire.

On Saturday, February 24th, seven members o f the St. Martin’s Society 
of Change-ringers, assisted, hy Mr. H . Boswell, of London, met at St. Peter’s, 
Harborne, near Birmingham, and rang a true and complete peal of Steadman’s 
Triples, containing 0040 changes, in 2 hrs. 52 mills., by— J. Perks, treb le; 
J. Day,2nd; H . Boswell, 3rd; J. Joynes, 4th ; S. Jarman, 5th; J. James, 0th ; 
H . Bastable, 7th; H. Johnson, jun., tenor. Composed by Mr. T. Tkurstans 
and conducted by Mr. H . Bastable. The odd ring o f six bells have just had 
two new trebles added, and most satisfactorily, by Messrs. Warner of London. 
— Contributed.

R in g in g  at Ashton, Lancashire.
On Saturday, February 25th, the change-ringers o f Ashton rang at St. 

Peter’s Church a true and complete peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, consisting 
o f 5120 changes, which was composed and conducted hy Mr. J. Thorp, and. 
rung in 2 hrs. 52 mins. by the following:— T. Moss, treble; J. Bowcock, 2nd; 
J. Wood, sen., 3rd; S. Wood, 4th; B. Broadbent, 5th; J. Gillot, 6th ; C. 
Thorp, 7th; J. Thorp, Tenor. Weight, 20 cwt.— Contributed.

R in g in g  at E ast M a ilin g , Kent.
On Wednesday evening, February 28th, the East Mailing ringers met at 

Mereworth, and rang several touches of Plain Bob, concluding with a true 
and complete peal of 720 changes, in 25 mins. The ringers were as follows:— 
H . Newman, treble; T. Pett, 2nd; E . Bonner, 3rd; W. Waller, 4th; G. 
Hilliard, 5th ; W. Leonard, 6th ; G. Hilliard (conductor), 7th.— Contributed.

Change-ringing at App leton , Berkshire.
On Monday, March 5th, the Appleton Society of Cbange-ringers celebrated 

their 50tli Anniversary by ringing on the bells of the parish church a true 
peal of Stedman’s Caters, comprising 5079 changes. I t  was brought round in 
3 hrs. 22 mins. by the following persons:— F. S. White, treble; E. Holifield, 
2nd; B. Barrett, 3rd; W. Bennett, 4th ; G. H. Phillott, Esq., 5th . G. Holi­
field, 6th ; Rev. F. E. Robinson, 7th; J. Avery, 8th; F. White, 9th; T. 
Bennett, tenor. Composed by Mr. H. Johnson of Birmingham, and conducted 
by the Rev. F. E. Robinson. I t  is believed that the ringers of rhe tielde and 
2nd bell in the above peal are the youngest ringers of Stedman’s Caters on 
record, being respectively of the age of 14 and 15 years. The ringers regret 
that their anniversary falls in Lent.— Contributed.

Date Touches.
A t Christ Church, Liverseclge, on February 8th, the parish ringers rang 

1877 of Kent Treble Bob Major in 1 hr. 10 mins.— At Shelley, Yorkshire, the 
Kirkburton ringers rang 1877 variations of Grandsire Doubles in 1 hr. 7 mins. 
— On the 21st ult. an 1877 Grandsire Triples was rung at Tewkesbury Abbey, 
Gloucestershire.

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— Edw ard  Taylor. C row ther and D ixon . C. Harkness. W . H . K iln e r : 
ring, certain ly. H . Stimpson : this correspondent th inks that Air. Day o f  Eye, bell-han^er, 
has done a jo b  ‘ w ithou t p receden t’— he having la te ly  hung the ten or at Becoles, w h ich  
w eighs 28 cw t. and can be raised b y  one man, and rises trm .  W e know  several heavier 
bells w h ich  ‘ k ise  t r u e . ’ T o  m ention on ly  on e :— In  January 1866, the recast tenor at 
Sherborne, w eigh ing  over 46 cw t., was hung by  Mr. H en ry  Boswell. H e  raised her by 
himself, and she rose true. C. O. Sm ith : such b e lfry  rhym es are common G. W . Cole 
will be answered direct. F, Powell. S, Slater. T. Hatfcersiey. Denholine Gate not received.
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H on ou r to whom  H onou r is due.
Sir ,— When any long or notable peal is rung, it is seldom that there is not 

a good deal o f talk about it, and generally some cynical individual has some­
thing to say concerning its title to be called a peal, and it is often found that 
those who know the least talk most. With some fear of being classed 
amongst these latter persons, I  address you on a subject in which South 
countrymen are especially interested.

I  understand that it is said to be now a matter of notoriety in the North 
that the long peal of 16,608 changes of Treble Eight, rung at Earlsheaton in 
1872, is not entitled to the name of a peal, as in the latter half o f the peal a 
call was missed. Now, i f  this be a fact, the 15,840 rung in 1808 by the 
Society of which I  have the honour to he a member still remains the longest 
length ever completed, on this or any other number of hells, by one set of men.

I  have heard— how true it is I  know not— that when the long peal of 
Treble Twelve was rung at Painswick, that at one period, for about half an 
hour, you could not have told whether ten or twelve bells were ringing. Of 
course I  do not hold that a peal should he disqualified even for a good 
‘ jumble,’ and when Mr. Daniel Woods, the umpire of the Pairiswick peal, 
took an oath of attestation that the peal was true, I  consider that, although 
there may, at one time, have been a desire on the part o f some of the per­
formers to occupy the same place at the same time, that in taking this oath 
Mr. Woods wished to confirm the fact that the peal was rung hy one set of 
men, the calling was correct, and that no shift of course took place.

Now, I  do not call for such a demonstration on the part of any of the 
Earlsheaton performers: but i f  they cannot come forward and state that these 
rumours are without foundation, I  say, Let them ring the peal or let them 
keep silent, but only let there be ‘ honour to whom honour is due.’

CoLLEflE Y outh .
R oya l Cumberland Society.

T h e  following is a valuable curiosity, extracted from the Osborne MSS., 
British Museum, as being, possibly, an allusion to the traditional connexion 
existing between this and tbe Society of London Scholars, the antiquity of 
which is great, when it is considered that a ringing society, under the title of 
City Scholars, existed in Cheapside in the year 1602 :—

‘ A  true and complete peal of Oxford Treble Boh was rung on Monday, 
June 5th, 1843, in the tower of St. Mary, Chiddinston, Kent, in 3 hours & 
10 minutes, conducted hy H . W. Haley, being the birthday o f H .B.H . the 
Duke of Cumberland, the Society having been known hy that title for nearly 
250 years.’ R . C. Y.

C han ge-rin g in g  at St. M argaret’ s, Leicester.
On Monday, February 20th, tbe Society of Change-ringers o f St. Margaret’s 

rang a true peal of Grandsire Caters (in  the Tittums), consisting of 5075 
changes, in 3 hrs. 28 mins. The ringers were :— J. Jarvis, treble; W. Cooper, 
2nd; A. Brown, 3rd; T . Wilson, 4th; S. Cooper, 5th; E. Biggs, 6th; J. 
Cooper, 7th; A. Millis, 8th ; J. Buttery (composer and conductor), 9th; W. 
Walker and J. H . Crossley, tenor. Weight, 30 cwt. Key of I).

The peal was rung to celebrate the centenary of one rung at St. Margaret’s 
on February 25th, 1777, consisting of 10,080 changes, and occupying 7 hrs. 
12 mins., the longest peal on record ever rung in Leicester. The following 
were the .names of the ringers:—W . Ryder, treble; B. Warburton, 2nd; 
T. Armstrong, 3rd; T. Scott, 4 th ; W . Thacker, 5th ; J. Martin, 6th ; M. 
Graham, 7th; J. Smith, 8th ; W. Bull, 9th; J. Slack and R. Wright, tenor. 
The peal was composed hy J. Martin and conducted by W . Bull.

J ohn  B u tt e r y , Secretary.

C h an ge-rin g in g  by the C ity  o f  L on don  S ocie ty  o f  Change- 
ringers (la te  Senior C lerkenwell Society).

On Saturday, March 10th, eight members of the above Society rang at 
St. Dunstan’s, Fleet Street, the late Mr. John Holt’s one-part peal o f Grand­
sire Triples, with two doubles in the last four leads, comprising 5040 changes, 
in 3 hrs. 6 mins. Ringers:— J. Knight, treble; C. Hopkins, 2nd; J. Nelms, 
3rd; W . Oakes, 4 th ; H . Hopkins, 5th ; F. Knipe, Oth; J. Cattle, 7th; D. 
Lovett (first peal), tenor. Conducted by Mr. J. Nelms. The above peal is 
the first accomplished by this Society, which is progressing under the tuition 
of Mr. J. Nelms.— Contributed.

C h ange-ringing by M em bers o f  the Un iversities.
On Saturday, March 10th, seven members of the Oxford University Society 

of Change-ringers, assisted by Mr. C. A. W. Troyte, of Trinity Hall, Cambridge, 
and Huntsham Court, Devon, rang at the parish church at Appleton, Berks, 
Holt's six-part peal of Grandsire Triples, comprising 5040 changes. I t  was 
brought round in 2 hrs. 58 mins. by the following:— J. B. Keble (Keble), 
treble; F. A. Milne (Keble), 2nd; C. D. P. Davies (Pembroke), 3rd; H. W. 
Ellicott (Brasenose), 4th ; G. H . Phillott (Ch. Ch.), 5th ; Rev. F. E. Robinson 
(Exeter), 6th ; C. A. W. Troyte (Trin. Hall, Camb.), 7th; W. C. H. Burne 
(Keble), tenor. Conducted by the Rev. F. E. Robinson. This is the first 
peal ever rung by members of the two Universities without the assistance of 
any other persons.— Contributed.

[The above unprecedented band regret to have been as it were obliged 
to ring in L e n t: they might never again have an opportunity o f pulling all 
together, for after Easter each would he scattered, one to this place and 
another to that, and therefore permission was yielded.— E d .]

Curfew.
T h is  ancient custom has lately been revived at Stratford-upon-Avon, to 

the great delight o f the inhabitants.— Local Paper.

R e c e i v e d  a l s o .— Bliss G ibson : ge t E llacom be’s Bells o f  tlit Church.

G R A N D S IR E  R IN G IN G .
B y  J a sp e r  W .  S n o w d o n , I lk le y ,  Y o rk s h ire .

I n most o f the methods practised in the earlier days o f change-ringing 
there is an absence o f definite information concerning the peals accomplished 
at such times that compels me, when treating of the Grandsire method, to 
abandon the attempt to show, with any degree of accuracy, how the different 
longer lengths have supplanted each other. I  purpose, therefore, to point 
out the first peal rung on the different numbers of bells, and then to allude 
to some o f the notable peals subsequently rung.

Geand sire  T r ip l e s .— Having, at different times, made a good many 
remarks in these columns concerning the earlier peals of Grandsire Triples, 
I  do not at present propose to summarise these statements, more especially 
as I  hope that more information may yet come to light concerning this sub­
ject. I t  seems that a certain statement has for many years been accepted as 
the true one, without being questioned, and such being the case, it is very 
probable that the real state of the case may have long been overloeked. As 
an example of further information which may be forthcoming at some time 
I  will give an instance. In  the tower o f Painswick Church there is a tablet 
which commemorates different peals of Triples and Caters rung from 1731 
to 1737 : these peals were, doubtless, Grandsire. Several months ago I  was 
favoured with the loan o f the Painswick manuscript Peal-book, from which 
I  ascertained that on February 19th, 1831, this Society rang a peal of Grand­
sire Triples to commemorate one of the peals of triples rung in 1731. That 
the latter performance was rung as a 1 centennial ’ peal is evident from the 
note appended to the record; it runs thus,— ‘ Composed hy Mr. Richard 
Butler in the year 1731.’ This is the sort of clue that wants following up. 
I  have inquired whether this composition can now be brought forward, but, 
unfortunately, nothing seems to he known about it ; and whether, like all 
those yet known to have been rung before Holt’s original, it was on the three- 
lead-course plan, or whether it was even a true peal, is yet uncertain. Still, 
i f  the composition o f this peal had been preserved at Painswick for a hundred 
years, it may again come to light at some future time ; and until this matter 
and several others which I  could mention are thoroughly investigated, the 
whole question can hardly he considered as definitely settled.

Grandsire  Cate r s .— Before entering on the exact details of the various 
performances in this method, I  would mention that these Caters seem to be 
generally chosen hy those ‘ practitioners ’ who are desirous of ringing a peal 
o f ten thousand changes. In  fact, I  dare say that there have been more peals 
o f this length rung in Grandsire Caters than in all tbe other methods taken 
together, i f  those that have been rung in Boh Major he excepted. A  large 
proportion of the long peals in this method have been rung double-handed, 
especially those accomplished in the earlier days of the art, as it does not 
seem to have been accepted as a recognised principle until the middle of the 
last century, that to exceed any7 previous performance each bell should be 
rung single-handed.

With regard to the first known peal of Grandsire Caters X cannot do 
better than quote the remarks of Mr. Osborne concerning the Society of 
‘ London Scholars,’ which company is said, at a subsequent period, to have 
changed its name to the ‘ Cumberland Youths : ’—

‘ The first know n  perform ance o f  the London Scholars was a peal o f 5040 Grandsire 
Caters a t St. B ride ’s in  F leet St.-, F riday, Jan. 11th, 1716-17. The fram e put up w as taken 
down and destroyed when the church was repaired in  1796. Th is was supposed to he the 
on ly peal o f  Caters rung w h ils t St. B ride ’s contained ten  hells, and was said to  be the first 
know n  peal o f  Caters ever  com pleted b y  any com pany in  the k ingdom  ; w h ich  was p ro ­
bab ly the case, as 110 o ther peal upon ten  bells appears upon record to  precede th is 
perform ance.’

Unfortunately, the information to be gathered from this account, and two 
tablets recording the skill of the ‘ London Scholars,' is nearly all that is now 
known of this distinguished Society; the next reliable performances I  take 
from the annals of the College Youths, who rang the following peals in London : 
5058 at St. Magnus, in 1724; 5098 at St. Giles, Cripplegate, in 1726; and 
5684 at St. Dionis, in 1729. In  1732 the Society of ‘ City Scholars ’ rang 6012 
at St. Giles, Cripplegate ; in this peal there were three men to the tenor.

Following these performances come three long lengths rung at Painswick, 
namely, 8064 in 1734 ; 10,080 in 1735; and 12,006 in 1736. As at that time 
it was customary in going for great lengths not to be particular as to the 
number of times the ropes changed hands, I  think—although there is no 
direct evidence—that it may fairly be assumed that these were not single- 
handed performances. In  *1736 two trebles were added to the old ring of 
eight at St. Peter’s, Mancroft, Norwich, and the Norwich men went in for 
ten-hell ringing with a will, as in the following year they rang 12,600 of 
Grandsire Caters, the longest length that has ever been rung in this method. 
In  this peal— as the tablet records— the tenor was rung * singly, by a young 
ringer, 8000, then a second rung her to the end of the peal.’ The record, 
however, is very particular in stating that the changes were £ rung by nine men 
of the company then belonging to the steeple,’ and the emphasis on this 
point certainly raises the question whether, in peals with the tenor behind, 
this bell should of necessity be rung single-handed; because in this manner 
the test thus becomes one o f mere physical endurance, and does not, as in 
even-bell methods, require a combination of bodily and mental energy. Cer­
tainly the Norwich performance was a very creditable one in every way, In 
1762 the College Youths rang at West Ham 10,188, which is probably the 
first authenticated single-handed peal of 10,000 changes rung in Grandsire 
Caters. In  1778 a peal of 10,368 was accomplished at St. Mary’s, ft ottingham; 
and in 1803, at Kingston-on-Thames, 10,386 was rung single-handed. In  
1816 the Painswick men rang 10,278, which was soon after, I  believe, beaten 
a few changes by their rival neighbours the Bristol men : this started the 
former company to practise for a still further length, which they accomplished 
on May 5th, 1817, when they placed 12,312 changes to their credit in 7 hrs. 
44 mins. This still remains" the greatest number of changes ever rung in 
Grandsire Caters hy ten men, and, indeed, is also the highest number accom­
plished, under these conditions, upon ten bells.

( To be continued,)
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‘ A. C. S.’ wishes to know of some hospital, workhouse, institution, &c., 
where a parcel o f papers, consisting of numbers of Church Bells, Church Times, 
John Bull, and others, miscellaneous, published during the last yea]-, would 
be acceptable— carriage paid.

c E. F. W .’ would be glad to send her copy o f Church Bells weekly to any 
clergyman abroad.

40 Connaught Square, Hyde Park.
1F. W. W .’ would feel obliged i f  any of the readers of Church Bells could 

recommend him a good book of chants suitable for a village choir.
‘ L .’— W e regret the expressions which appeared in the review of the 

Plain Guide, but we think it desirable not further to discuss so mysterious a 
subject.— E d . ___________

R e c eived  a l s o .—K . H .  A . ; F . B. D. C . ; Edw ard  M. S tu art: with, thanks.

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING.

B elfry  R eform  is one th in g ; Progress in C h ange-ringing is 
another.

_ Ouit correspondm ‘ G. H . H .,’ in our issue of March 10, has hit the right 
nail on its head when he says that ‘ the first and foremost use of the bells is 
to call people tp God’s House.’ H e might have added— and to honour the 
Festivals; and such was their use in early days. ‘ Ringing elaborate peals 
for mere amusement, which but few understand and appreciate,’ is an acci­
dent arising from the happy and clever discovery, in post-Refonnation times, 
that the science of P erm utations  may be practically worked with the various 
numbers of bells, productive of an endless variety of numerous and intricate 
musical performances. But I  would ask, What have they to do with our 
Church services ? And can it be good for the ringers’ mind to be occupied 
with bobs and singles, place-making and dodging, as a preparation which is so 
desirable before joining in public worship ? Neither can it be decent to enter 
God’s House of Praise in a state of excessive heat. Belfry reform does not 
consist only in stamping out the round-ringers and introducing the study of 
scientific change-ringing, but the main object should be, as I  ventured to 
advocate (in common with Mr. Blunt and Mr. Lukis) nearly thirty years ago 
in my Practical Remarks on Belfries and Ringers, to clean and adorn the belfry, 
bring the ropes down ad pavimentmn and in conspectu ecclesice, and stamp out 
the drunkard and other immoral characters from the upper dirty chambers, 
who, through the indifferent conduct o f the authorities, had got possession 
of til® helfnes, defying those who might attempt to interfere with them, and 
caring to ring for nothing but what money they might get for this, that, or 
the other, and occasionally gambling with the bells for prizes— a gold-laced 
hat or a copper kettle. At the same date X addressed a private circular to 
every Archdeacon in the kingdom, with a view to arouse their attention to 
these abuses.

_ Such scandals have often been as dominant among the greatest proficients in 
scientific change-ringing as among the low and ignorant pullers of rounds and 
rounds and ups and downs; and therefore scientific changing o f itself will not 
necessarily work the desired reform, though indirectly it may. Most happily 
guilds and associations are now being formed— some under high patronage—  
which will turn their attention to these old scandals in the abuse of church 
bells, and by working gradually and judiciously, and with friendly feelings 
towards those who have erred through ignorance, will by-and-by introduce a 
better state of things. But in this movement it must not be forgotten that 
reform has to he carried out in e y e k y  belfry—even where there may he only 
two or three bells,— and such reform is of greater importance than progress 
in the science of change-ringing, which can only be attempted when the bells 
number from five to twelve.

Some advanced proficients in the mysterious science may scoff at any 
number less than eight; it is to be feared that such ‘ Youths’ would care 
little for the reform of belfries when there are only three or four (and they are 
far more numerous than fuller rings), which, for the honour of God’s House of 
Prayer, have an equal claim to be cared for— cleansed and adorned as any 
other part of the same building. H . T . E lla c o iib e , M.A.

Reclurg, Clyst St. George, North Devon.

Change-ringing at York.
On Saturday, February 24tli, eight members of the Ancient Society of 

College Youths, London, also of the Yorkshire Association from St. John’s, 
Bradford, visited St. Paul’s Church, Denholme Gate, and rang a true and 
complete peal of Sowerby’s Exercise Major, consisting of 5184 changes, in 
3 hrs. 9 mins. The lingers were:—J. Angus, treble; J. Jenkinson, 2nd; 
J. H. Fisher, 3rd; W. Swaine, 4th; N. Binns, 5th; J. H . Hardcastle, 6th; 
J. Gbeetham, 7th; J. H. Dixon, tenor. This peal is the first ever rung in this 
method. Composed by Mr. . Sottenstall, of Sowerby, Yorkshire, and con­
ducted by Mr. i  ■ H. Dixon. This ring from the Whitechapel foundry was 
opened by the above company on the 4th and 5th of November, 1876.— 
Contributed.

Change-ringing at G lodw ick, Lancashire.
O n Saturday, March 17, eight members of the Ashton ringers met at St. 

Mark's Church, Glodwick, and rang a true peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, 
consisting of 0120 changes. Composed and conducted by Mr. John Thorp, 
and rung in 3 hrs. 5 mins. by the following,— T. Moss, treble; J. Bowcoek, 
2nd; J. Wood, sen., ,3rd; S. Wood, 4th; B. Broadbent, 5th; J. Gillot, 6th;
0. Thorp, 7th; and J. Thorp, tenor. Tenor, 8 ewt.— Contributed.

[W e hope that these clever Youths from Bradford and Ashton may be 
spared to enjoy many another piece together; but they will add greatly to 
our respect for them if, on a future occasion, they will show some respect for

the feelings of others, and of the Church observances of Lent, practising a 
little self-denial on their part by deferring till after Easter an outing to York 
or elsewhere to ring for mere pleasure— E d .]

M uffled P ea l by the Yorkshire A ssoc ia tion  at H olbeck .
On Saturday, March 17th, the Society rang at St. Matthew’s, Holbeck, 

Leeds, a muffled peal o f 5088 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major in 3 hrs. 
10 mins., as a tribute of respect to the memory o f the late J. E. Woodhouse, 
Esq.—the donor of the hells in 1871— who died on the 7th inst. J. Lockwood, 
treble ; T. Lockwood, 2nd ; H. Moss, 3rd ; J. Whitaker, 4th ; R. Binns, 5th; 
H . Hubbard, jun., 6th ; W. Whitaker, 7th ; J. W. Snowdon, Esq., tenor. 
The peal, which is a one-part composition hy Mr. T. Day of Birmingham, with 
the fifth and sixth their extent each way in 5-6, was conducted hy Mr. W. 
Whitaker. Tenor, 16 cwt. The following is the inscription'on the tenor:— 
‘ This peal of bells was erected by J. E. Woodhouse, Esq., and Ann, his wife, 
to the glory of God, and in pious memory o f John Woodhouse, Esq., of 
Woodlands Hall, who died a.d. 1871— Contributed.

T h e  Cox T estim on ia l Fund.
grR|— I  fieg to acknowledge the following subscriptions received in favour 

of this fund:—
Already an n ou n ced ......................... .. .. £34 12 0
Some Royal Cumberland Ringers of St. Stephen’s

Church, Hampstead, per Mr. Chapman .. .. 0 18 0
Royal Cumberland Ringers of St. Ann’s Church,

Highgate Rise, per Mr. Page .. .. .. 0 15 0
Parochial Ringers of St. Mary’s Church, Battersea,

‘ Royal Cumberland Members ’ .. .. .. 0 10 6
Waterloo Society o f Change-ringers ., .. 0 10 6
Society o f Ringers of the Old Steeple, Dundee,

Scotland, per Mr. W. H i l l .. .. .. .. 0 10 6
Mr. Geo. Day, Church Bell-hanger, Eye, Suffolk .. 0 2 6
Mr. A. Haywood (a London College Youth) .. 0 2 6
Jno. T. Commins, Esq., London .. .. .. 0 2 6
Mr. Jones, London .. .. .. . .  .. 0 2 0

Total to present time .. .. £38 6 0
H y . D a in s , Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. 

Committee Room, 54 St. Marlin's Lane, London, W.C.

G R A N D S IR E  R IN G IN G .
B y  J a sp e r  W .  S n o w d o n , I lk le y ,  Y o rk s h ir e .

( Continued from p. 183.)
H a y in g  followed Grandsire Caters up to the long peal at Painswick my 

task would be concluded, did I  not wish to call attention to a peal which, 
although of a subsequent date and a smaller number o f changes, is still 
worthy of remark. Especially is this the case when an endeavour is made to 
state correctly the precise lengths attained in the method, as the following 
example w ill certainly show the necessity of all ringers co-operating to defi­
nitely arrive at correct conclusions in such matters. Indeed the incomplete­
ness of the information possessed hy those persons who it will probably be 
thought would be in full possession of such particulars, will be a matter of 
surprise, and were it not that the facts are before us, they might not readily 
be credited. In  1837 the St. James’s Society, after ringing unsuccessfully 
over 9000 changes on a previous date, accomplished, on May 15th, 12,096 
changes at A ll Saints’, Fulham. This peal they recorded as 1 the greatest 
number of changes ever performed by ten men only,’ and as such the per­
formance was generally accepted by London ringers. Unfortunately, just 
twenty years ago, the Painswick men had rung their peal, which was 216 
changes longer than this one; and thus, by the want of correct information 
on the point, this arduous performance stands only second on the list of 
single-handed lengths, and hy the lack of a few hundred changes its original 
purpose was entirely defeated. I t  is, indeed, very hard to go so far and yet 
not get over the wall. Appended are fuller particulars of some of the most 
prominent of the peals I  have mentioned :—•

Osborne M S .—  St. Bride's, F lee t St., London. On F riday, Jan. 11th, 1717, a peal o f 5040 
Grandsire Caters was rung by the London Scholars. Said to  be the first ever com pleted.’ 

Tablet in  St. Giles, Cripplegate. ‘ {Surmounted b y  th e  C ity  arms.) Thursday, N ovem ber 
23rd, 1732. The Society o f  C ity  Scholars rang in  th is  steeple a com plect Peal o f s ix  
thousand and tw e lve  Cators. Jno. Arnold , 1 ; Jona. Keate, 2 ; Robt. Mobbs, 3 ; Thos. 
Nash  4 • G. E lton  H ill, 5 ; Jos. Griffiths, 6 ;  Sal. Thompson, 7 ; W m . H ilhar, 8 ; Jno. 
Box, 9 ;  Ed. Nodes, H y . Macfarland, Darn. N ew bo lt, 10. M r. John Mabatt, M r. Robert 
W yr’ill ’ M r John Robson, M r. Thomas Savers, Churchwardens.’

Pa iiam ick  Church, Gloucester.— A  tablet gives, am ongst other m atter, the fo llow ing
particu lars;—  . L 8, " iV 3,

* March 1st, 1731 )  , ,  (  8,064 )  m y "  f  4 : 46
March 1st, 1735 V rP- A  °  j  10.080 [  space I  6 : 27 
A p r il 18th, 1737 J LatelS ( 12,006 j o f  ( 7 : 55.’ .

Tablet in  the belfry o f  St. Peter's, B a n cro ft, Norw ich.— • On March the Stli, 1737, was rung 
a peal o f Grandsire Caters, which for exceleney o f  its  ringing, Harm onious changes, and 
y" num ber o f them, was certa in lv superior to anyth ing o f its  k ind  ever done in  the W orld  : 
and to  R em ove all doubt o f the tru th  o f  th e  perform ance several ingenious R ingers were 
abroad the whole tim e w ith  proper ru les to  prove the certa in ty o f y  same. Thus was this 
great peal p er fec tly  compleated, to  the entire satisfactien surprise, and amazement, o f 
thousands o f hearers, in the space o f S hours 15 minutes. The num ber o f  changes were 
12,600 rung by  9 men o f  the com pany then  belonging to  the steeple. The tenor singly, by 
a  young ringer 8000, then  a second rang her to the end o f the peal. The persons' names 
and the bells th ey  rung are as fo llo w :— Tlio. Melchior, 1; W m . Pettinga ll, 2 ; John 
Gardiner, 3 ; Tho. Barrett, 4 ; R obert Crane, 5 ; W m . Porter, 6 ; Tho. B lofield, 7; Edw d . 
Crane, 8 ;  Christ. Bootv, 9 ; James Jerom , Rob t. Liddam on, tenor.’

Tablet in  the belfrv o f  Painswick Church, Gloucester.— ' Tb is tab let records the greatest 
Ach ievem ent o f  Change R in g in g  in  England, by  ten m en only, in  the Musical Com position 
o f  T ittu m  Grandsire Caters, com prising 12,312 changes, rung in  this steeple by  the Pains- 
w ick  Youths, being on the 5th clay o f May, 1817. I t  was perform ed in  7 hs. 44 mts., and 
the A rtis ts  w ere stationed as follows, v i z :— Danl. G lyde, 1 ;  Giles Mansfield, 2 ; Geo. 
H ard ing, 3 :  W m . Estcourt, 4 ;  Jno Tuuley, 5 ;  Jas. Savory, 6 ; Robt. Selwyn, 7 ; Thos. 
Bethell, 8 : Thos. Handy, 9 ;  Jno. Wood, 10. W eigh t o f  tne tenor, 26 cw t. 2 qrs. 22 lbs.

neat Bell Metal.’ ' (T o  be continued.)
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reasonable of those at present connected with both the Church Association 
and the Church Union ? Some time since an estimable clergyman of the 
diocese of Lichfield was described in a local paper as a ‘ Church Bells clergy­
man.’ I  think we may justly describe the energetic and able, and withal 
moderate, Bishop o f Lichfield, as a Church Bells Bishop. A  C h u r c h w a r d e n .

Scripture M anuals.
Sir,— M r . ‘ H . 0. B right’ will find the Scripture Manuals, published by 

Mur by, Bouvcrie Street, E.C., at Gd» and 9 d. each, admirable helps for pre- 
paration of pupils for examination. There is a separate Manual for each of 
the historical books of the Bible. X have used them with advantage for the 
last eight years. H . j .  M _

Collegiate School, Buckhurst H il l.
‘ H. C. B r ig h t ’s ’ attention is directed to Aids to the Study o f the Books 

of Samuel, o f which a short notice appeared in our last issue, and which is 
the first of a series designed to meet such requirements as he indicates. Aids 
to the Study of the Books of Kings and the Acts of the Apostles are in course of 
preparation.

‘ S. N.’ calls the attention of ‘ H . C. Bright* to an advertisement in the 
Guardian, for March Id, announcing that The Cambridge Annotated Bible is 
to come out in sections, specially with the view of helping those preparing for 
examinations. Further information he can obtain by applying to the Cam­
bridge Warehouse, 17 Paternoster Row.

Sir , I  am very glad ‘ A  London \ icar ’ has asked the question as to the 
legality o f an Incumbent refusing to allow another clergyman (perhaps a 
peisonal friend) to administer the Holy Communion to a sick woman in liis 
parish. I  hope you will ventilate the question, especially as the Public Worship 
Regulation Act, sec. 0, defines a ‘ parishioner* as ‘ a male person of full age.’

On ly  a  W oman.
C a n  any one inform ‘  A  Reader5 of any Children’s Sendee suitable for use 

m church on Sunday afternoon, of which printed copies could he got at a 
reasonable rate ? ‘ A  Reader’ knows the S. P. C. K. service, but wishes some­
thing with rather more variety.

S ir — In  answer to ‘ F. W . W.* I  beg to recommend, for those who like 
Gregorians, The Canticles Pointed, with accompanying Harmonies, by the Rev. 
H . W. Sargent. (Novello, Ewer, and Co.) W . W . H.

[For those who like Anglicans there is a book o f Canticles Pointed, with 
accompanying Chants, by W. Walsham How. (W. W. Gardner, price Is.)— Ed.]

Z e n a s . Your signature to your first letter was not so distinct as that to 
the second, which we hope to print next week, and we were under the im­
pression that you were a distinguished foreigner.

In ‘ E, F. W .’ will write to the Rev. E. I . Usherwood, Hurst, Bournemouth, 
he will give all information; he keeps a list of clergy abroad, and arranges 
for papers to he sent.

E l iz a  I I obbarge (?) should forward her address to the Publisher. The 
post-mark on her letter is Bournemouth.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G I N G .

G R A N D S IR E  R IN G IN G .
B y  J a sp e r  W .  S n o w d o n , I lk le y ,  Y o rk s h ir e .

( Continued from  p . 195.)
Grandsire  Cin q u e s .— In  Cater ringing Grandsire is more than two 

thousand changes ahead of the length of any peal rung on the same number 
of bells on Stedman s principle ; but on eleven bells, as there does not seem 
to have been much rivalry provoked in Grandsire ringing on eleven hells, 
the facts are reversed; and in late years Stedman has invariably been 
chosen for all great feats in Cinques. At an early period, however, there 
seems to have been a certain amount of feeling in this matter, hut as all the 
long peals then accomplished were rung with some of the bells double- 
handed, these contests have not created the same interest as have some o f the 
great performances in other methods, and in some measure from this cause 
it is hard to arrive at a clear account of the subject. I  will, however, en­
deavour to place the matter as clearly before my readers as the few facts 
which I  have been able to gather together will allow me.

On Tuesday, January 19th, 1724-5, the College Youths rang at St. Bride's, 
Fleet Street, 5060 ‘Grandsire Cinques, being th e ‘ first that ever was done;* 
besides being the first peal ever rung on eleven bells, it is note-worthy as 
being also rung single-handed. As of the three peals known to have been 
rung by the London Scholars, while one is the peal of Grandsire Caters pre­
viously mentioned, the two others are Grandsire Cinques: it seems, therefore, 
that this Society must have comprised a very able body of ringers, and our 
limited knowledge of their doings probably deprives us o f the particulars of 
many interesting performances during these early days. I  am inclined to 
think that the London Scholars were the ringers connected with St. Martin- 
in-the-Fields, as they rang the opening peal at that church. The building was 
consecrated on October 27th, 172G, when an item for the entertainment o f 
the ringers appears in the churchwardens’ accounts; and on March 14th, 
1727, the London Scholars rang a peal of 6006 Grandsire Cinques, the first 
peal on the bells. I  also imagine that they kept the hells to themselves until 
they had accomplished the first peal, because, on the day fo lio  wing, the College 
Youths rang 6314 of Grandsire Cinques, ‘ the longest that had been rung at 
that time.’ I t  is pleasing to see that at this timey whatever may have been 
the rivalry between these two societies, it was confined to a wish to supplant 
each other s performances, and that "when one company had the privilege of 
admission to a steeple, that its rights were not exercised to the exclusion 
of others from that ring. This fact may also be gathered from the following 
extract from Foy's Journal for Saturday, November 15, 1729 :—

* London N ov . 15, 1729.— Yesterday 7night a t St. M ichael's, Cornhill, th e  Society o f  
R in gers  call d  the C ollege You ths rung the peal o f  5000 change/3 in  4 hours and 8 minutes,

and on M onday last the London Scholars began to  r in g  the changes on the same bells at 
55 m inutes a fter X I .  in  the forenoon and continued rin g in g  u n till 5 m inutes a fter 3 in  the 
afternoon, in  w h ich  t im e  th ey  rung 4200 changes.’

Here it would seem that the College Youths had the place of honour, hut 
the fact is gathered that when either Society could not he the first to ring a 
peal on the hells that they were contented to take their turn, and did not 
hold themselves aloof altogether. The above extract is interesting, as it 
furnishes the time in which the College Youths rang their peal, which, by 
the way, was one of 512G changes, and is entered in the Society’s books as 
‘ the first that was done in that steeple; ’ it also affords another record of the 
doings o f the London Scholars, but although the performance was not com­
pleted, we may gather their intentions from the fact that the only other 
known achievement of the Society is a peal of 6204 Grandsire Cinques, rung 
at St. Michael’s, Cornhill, on November 27th in the same year; that is, a little 
more than a fortnight after their unsuccessful attempt. The further doings 
of this Society form a matter for contemplation, as perhaps they may have 
in some way been the incentive to the next performances of note. The 
peals I  allude to are those rung by the College Youths at St. Michael’s,
Cornhill, and St. Saviour’s, Southwark. The former, which was accom­
plished on February 14th, 1731, was 7018, ‘ the longest peal that had 
been rung on twelve hells at that tim e; ’ and the latter, which was also 
the longest at that time and since, in Grandsire Cinques, was 8008 
changes, rung on December 15th, 1735, and is supposed to be first peal
rung on that mighty ring o f twelve. These peals were, however, both
rung double-handed. I t  will be seen from the appended details that they 
were both called by Benjamin Annable, as indeed was also the 6314 at 
St. Martin’s, he also rang in all those I  have mentioned by the College Youths.

As Grandsire Cinques has not promoted the competition remarkable 
in many other systems, the honour of having rung the longest length by 
twelve men lias, as far as I  can ascertain, fallen safely into the hands of the 
St. James’s Society, as the 7325 rung by that company on October 26th, 1837, 
at St. Martin’s, does not seem to have been surpassed. The particulars of 
this peal I  give, with the others, below:—

Tablet in  the Belfry o f  St. Bride's, Fleet Street.— ‘ On Tuesday, the 10th o f  January, 1724, 
the Society o f  College You ths rung com pleatly a peal o f  5000 GrandBire Cirques, being 
y « first tha t ever was done. Y «  persons tha t perform ed th e  same w ere as follows, v iz  
W m . W oodruff, 1 ;  Benjn. A nnable, 2 ; Edward Chadwell, 3 ;  Jno. W ard, 4 ; Jno. Pearson, 5; 
Rob t. Catlin, 6 ; Robt. Carter, 7 ;  W m . Thompson, 8 ; W m . Jackson, 9 ; Petr. M errygarts, 
10; M ath .E ast, 11; Thos. Row land, 12. Abraham  Goodwin, Aaron  Jex , Churchwardens.* 

Tablet in  the Belfry o f  St. M artin -in -the-F ie lds.— ‘ Thursday, March 14th, 1727, the Society 
o f  London  Schollars rung in  th is steeple the first compleat peal o f  s ix  thousand and s ix . 
W m . James, 1 ; W m . Underwood, 2 ; Jos. W in titt, 3 ;  W m . Rendall, 4 ;  Fras. B illtop, 6 ; 
Fras. Preston, 6 ;  M ich. Shott, 7 ; Tho. W arburton, 8 ; R ob t. P ow ell, 9 ;  W m . Gordon, 10; 
L an t. Bland, 11; W m , Sanders, W m . Price, 12.’

From  the College Youths’ Records.— ‘ St. M artin ’s-in-the-Field, The company rung on 
F riday, M arch 15, 1727, a  com plete peal o f  6314 Grandsire Cinques, being the longest that 
w as rung. M r. W m . W oodrove, 1 ;  R obert Catlin, 2 ; James Richardson, 3 ;  John 
Dearmor, 4 ;  W m . Laughton, 5 ; W m . Thompson, 6 ; M r. W m . Jackson, 7 ;  Sami. 
Jeacocke, 8 ; Jno. Edwards, 9 ; P e te r  M errygarts, 10; Benjm . Annable, 11; John T renell, 
and A n d rew  M ilham, 12. M r. B. ADnable called bobs.’

F rom  the College Youths’ Records.— ‘ St. M ichael’s, Cornhill, L ondon. T h e  Com pany rung 
on Monday, Feb. 14th, 1731, a com plete peal o f 7018 Grandsire Cinques, b eing the longest 
tha t ever was done, and in  5 hours and 19 m inutes i t  was com pleted. W m . Pickard, 1 ; 
Jno. H ayw ard , 2 ; James Richardson, 3 ; Jno. Dearm or, 4 ; W m . Laughton, 5 ; An thony 
Goodwin, 6 ;  Jno. W ard, 7 ; R ichd. Spicer, 8 ;  Sam i Jeacocke, 9 ; Jno. Trenell, 10; Jno. 
Cundell, 11; B . Annable (ca ll’d  bobs), M atthew  East, and W illiam  Coster, 12.’

F rom  the College Youths’ Records.—  ‘ St. Saviour’s, Southwark. The Company rung on 
Monday, Dec. 15,1735, a com pletejpeal o f  8008 Grandsire Cinques, b eing  the longest peal tbat 
has ever been done on 12 bells, and in  6 hours and 25 m inutes i t  was perform ed. W m . 
P ickard , 1 ;  Sami. Lee, 2; Jno. Dearmor. 3 ;  W m . Watson, 4 ;  Robt. Mobbs, 5 ; Sami. 
Jeacecke, 6 ; Jno. W ard, 7 ; Jn©. Trenell, 8 ; Geo. E lton  H ill, 9 ; Benjam in Annable, 10 ; 
Jno. Cundell, 11; R ichd. Spicer, M atthew  East, and R ichd. W endleborough, 12. Mr. 
B en jam in  Annab le ca ll’d  bobs.’

Tablet in  the Belfry o f  St. M artin -in -the-F ie lds .— ‘ On Monday, Oct. 26th, 1837, was rung 
in  th is steeple b y  the Society o f  St. James’s Youths, a true and com plete peal o f Grandsire 
Cinques, contain ing 7325 changes, in  5 hours and 35 m inutes, w h ich  was executed in  a 
m asterly  m anner b y  the fo llow in g  persons:— J. Fairbairn , 1 ; C. Clay, 2; J. Mash, 3 ;  
T . Tolladay, 4 ; H . Burwash, 5 ; R . Turner, 6 ; J . Harrison, 7 ; G. Stockham, 8 ; T. Claytou, 
9 ; C. W ilson, 10 ; H . Sm ith, 11; A . Frost, 12. Conducted b y  M r. Thos. Tolladay. J. Smith, 
Esq., R . Cuff, Esq. Churchwardens.’

(To  be continued.)

St. P au l’s, Shadwell.
On Thursday, March 22nd, the following members of the Ancient Society 

o f College Youths rang the late Mr. John H olt’s original peal of Grandsire 
Triples, consisting of 5040 changes, with two doubles in the last four leads, 
in 2 hrs. 58 m ins.:— W. Clark, treble ; H . W. Ellicott, 2nd ; It. French, 3rd ; 
T . Benney, 4th; A. H . Webber, 5th; S. Beeves, 6th ; j .  Pettit, 7th; T. 
Bughy, tenor. The peal was conducted by Mr. J. Pettit.— Contributed. 

W a ter lo o  Society, London .
On Saturday, March 24th, the following members rang at St. Mary’s, 

Battersea, Mr. Holt’s original one-part peal of Grandsire Triples (with two 
doubles in the last four leads), consisting o f 5040 changes, which was accom­
plished in 2 hrs. 52 mins.:— W. Coppage, treble; J. Perks (of Worcester), 2nd; 
J. Shade, 3rd; I .  Shade, 4 th ; W . Baron, 5th; E. Briggs, Gth ; E. Knipe, Esq., 
7th; A. Hayward, tenor. The above peal was Mr, Perks’ first, and was con- 
ducted by Mr. W. Baron .— Contributed.

[Why could not our good friends delav their pleasure peal till after Lent ? 
— E d . ]  ____________

Received also,—Paul Adams j J. Wilkinson; and others.
J. .Beacall suggests notice to  be g iven  o f peals in tended to  be rung, that critics m ay 

attend  to  critic ise and v e r ify .
P la in  Bob.— The parson o f  A pp le ton  to ld  Us tha t the request to  r in g  in  L en t was 

y ie lded  fo r  the reasons w e  stated. W e are not aware o f  our having objected to  rin g in g  on 
Sundays in  L en t, where the custom o f  r in g ing  for services obtains, and w here the people 
l ik e  to  have i t  so. P leasure peals and rin g in g  for m ere amusement on Sundays— having 
noth ing  w hatever to  do W ith  Church services—are W hat w e have always raised our feeblo 
vo ice against, such peals having noth ing w hatever to  do w ith  Church w ork. Controversy 
on the question w ill be useless, the question having been already much discussed in  our 
columns,
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M A D A G A S C A R ,
Miss Florence Nightingale asks for a hospital at Tamatave, subscriptions 

to be received at Messrs. Coutts’ Bank. The nurse praised in the following 
extract from Bishop Cornish’s letter to her is Miss Emily G r e g o r y 1 Tamatave 
contains about 10,000 inhabitants; of these, from 8000 to 9000 are natives, 
while the remainder are principally Creoles from Mauritius and Bourbon, 
with a sprinkling of European traders. Smallpox has decimated its native 
population, and has not wholly spared the Creoles and Europeans. The 
authorities send away to the forest every infected person, so that those who 
escape death by disease are likely to be starved to death. I  secured a piece 
of ground on which was a small wooden house, and placed there a lady who 
was staying with me— a Nightingale nurse o f large hospital experience. She 
has had as many as ninety patients under her care at one time. Our efforts 
have been seconded by Dr. Davidson, tbe physician of the Scotch Medical 
Mission at Antanrivo, who happened, providentially, to be detained here, 
owing to the quarantine. This terrible epidemic has forced on us the con­
viction that it is our duty to establish a permanent hospital in this town; and 
i f  this is to be done at all, it must be done from England. I f  we can obtain 
•1001. a-year for five years we shall be safe in commencing operations. In  
this part we are the only missionaries except the Jesuits.’ Our Bishop hopes 
that many uot zealous for missions in general will yet gladly assist a purely 
philanthropical work.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G ,
 <$,-------

g r a n d s i r e  r i n g i n g .
B y  J a sp e r  W .  S n o w d o n , I lk le y ,  Y o rk s h ire .

(Concluded from  p. 207.)
G r a n d  s ir e  M a j o r , R o y a l  a n d  M a x im u s .— Upon even numbers o f bells 

Grandsire bas received a fair amount of patronage, especially in the B ir­
mingham district. The first peal of Major that I  have been able to find is 
one of 7552 changes rung at Aston, near Birmingham, on July 30th, 1792. 
From the length, however, I  am inclined to think that there must have been 
some_ shorter peal previously accomplished. On Jan. 4th, 1794, eight of the 
Birmingham St. Martin’s Company rang 8000 at Deritend, which length does 
not seem to have been beaten until Feb. 15th, 1825, when the curious number 
o f 9999 changes was rung in the old tower (St. Paul’s) of St. Mary’s, Oldham, 
in Lancashire. This peal continued the longest on record until Feb. 4th, 
1861, when 10,032 was accomplished at Walsall, in Staffordshire. This length 
has not yet been beaten.

Grandsire Royal had an unfortunate start, inasmuch as the peal o f 5020 
changes, which 1 believe was the first in the method, rung by the St. Martin’s 
Company, on Oct. 17th, 1814, at the opening of the ten bells at Aston, turned 
out to be false. In  consequence of this the same Society, in the year following, 
viz. Oct. 23rd, 1815, rang at this church a peal of 6000‘changes, which is the 
longest length accomplished in this method on ten hells. In  August, 1815, 
the Painswick ringers rang 5099 of Grandsire Royal, which is probably the 
first true peal ever rung.

Although the ringing of odd-bell methods oh an even number of bells is 
what may be termed merely a ‘ fancy * performance, still there is some interest 
in ringing the first of any such peals, and I  understand that about twelve or 
fourteen years ago, thinking that a peal of Grandsire Maximus had not been 
rung, a company in London began to practise it, intending to go for a peal on 
the Southwark twelve. In  the meantime, however, they learnt that a 5040 had 
already been rung on the twelve bells at St. Martin’s, Birmingham, on June 
12th, 1815; which performance was considered, in that town, to. be the first 
ever completed. In  looking into this matter, however, I  find that an earlier 
peal had been rung, and that it was also performed on the Southwark hells, 
as on May 7th, 1792, the Society of Cumberland Youths rang at that church 
5112 of ‘ Grandsire Boh Maximus, being the first in that method.’ This 
peal being longer than the Birmingham one is consequently the first, and the 
longest length rung in the method. From the foregoing remarks on Grand­
sire Maximus it will be seen that, through an incomplete knowledge of the 
doings of their predecessors, the Birmingham men rang a peal which might 
easily have been increased a hundred changes, and made to take its place as 
a longer length than had hitherto been accomplished; while the London men, 
not even knowing o f either of these performances, contemplated a peal which, 
had it been rung, would have been the third, and not, as they imagined, the 
first of its kind. These instances show, I  think, how necessary it is that a 
complete and accurate statement of these matters should be arrived a t; and in 
my endeavours to accomplish this, as I  have said several times previously, 
any one who can forward me particulars of peals which may supplant any of 
those I  have cited will receive my best thanks. I  will now conclude with 
further particulars o f some of the peals I  have named:—

G r a n d s ir e  M a j o r .— ' St. P e te r ’s and Pau l’s, A ston . On Ju ly  30th, 1792, a peal o f  7562 
changes o f  Grandsire M ajor was rung in  4 hours 34 m ins.’
f-j F rom  the B irm ingham  St, M a rtin 's  Youths' Records.— ‘ On Saturday, Jan. 4 th, 1794, a compleat 
peal o f  8000 Grandsire eigh t in  was rung at St. John ’s, D eritend, b y  the Society o f St. 
M artin ’s Youths, in  liv e  hours. Jas. Taylor, 1 ;  Benj. Pugh , 2 ;  W m . Bennet, 3 ; W m . 
Coton, 4 ; Sam. B. Sm ith, 5 ; Thos. Betts, 6 ; Silus Pieldus, 7 ; A le x . Sanders, 8. Com­
posed and conducted by  Silus F ieldus. W eigh t o f  tenor, 11 c. 2 qrs. 0 lbs.’

Tablet in  the belfry o f  St. M ary's, Oldhonn.— ‘ On the 15 th day o f  February, 1825, was rung 
in  the old  tow er 9999 changes o f Grandsire Major, in  5 hours 22 mine, b y  the fo llow ing 
persons ;— Joseph New ton , com poser and conductor, 1 ; James Mills, 2 ; Jno. B rier!ey, 3 ; 
Jno. Jackson, 4 ;  Thos. Ckaddcrton, 5 ;  Edw ard  Taylor, 6 ; Abram  Jackson, 7 ; James 
Jackson, 8. Tenor, 14 cw t.’

Tablet in  the belfry at iFcdsall.— ‘ Feb. 4, 1861, a true peal o f Grandsire Majors, con­
ta in ing  10,032 changes, w h ich  was rung in  a m ost excellen t sty le  in  6 hrs and 15 m ins. 
Th is  being the greatest num ber o f changes ran g  on e igh t bells in  this m ethod. The band as 
s t a t i o n e d G .  Longm ore, T . Perks, J. Astbury, H . Summers, E. H allsworth , J . W estley, 
1). Chapman, W . Hallsw orth , Composed and conducted b y  W illiam  H allsw orth . The 
1-tev. J. H . Sharwood, V icar.’

G r a n d s i r e  R o y a l .— E xtra c t f r o m  Pcal-book o f Painswick Youths .— ‘ August 6th, 1815, 
was rung 5099 changes o f T ittu m  Grandsire R oya l, in  3 hours 5 mins. Banl. G lyde, 1;

Giles Mansfield, 2 ; Geo. H ard ing , 3 ; Jno. Mansfield, 4 ; Jno. Tun ley, 5 ;  Christr. W ebb, 
6 ;  Robt. Selwyn, 7 ; Thos. B ethell, 8 ; Jas. Savory, 9 ; Jas. M arlton , 10. Conducted by  
Jno. Tun ley.’

Extract f ro m  St. M a rtin 's  Youths' Record-book.— ‘ Oct. 23rd, "1S15. A ston  Parish Church, 
6000 changes o f  Grandsire R oya l in  4 hours 6 m ins. Jas. Jarvis, 1 ;  Jas. Phipps, 2 ; Jno. 
Edmonds, 3 ; Thomas W orrall, 4 ; Thos. Chapman, 5 ; Ben. Baylis, 6 ; H y . Cooper, 7 ; Thos. 
Stubbs, 8 ; Joshua Short, 9 ; ¥ m .  Newm an, 10. Composed and conducted b y  H en ry  
Cooper.’

Gr a n d s i r e  M a x im u s .— F rom  the Cumberland Youths' Records.— ‘ St. Saviour’s, South­
w ark. On Monday, M ay 7th, 1792, the Society rang a true peal o f  5112 Grandsire Bob 
Maximus, in  4 hpurs and 10 m ins., being  the firs t in  tha t m ethod. Called b y  J. Reeves, 1 ;  
Ed. Bartell, 2 ; W ill. Gibson, 3 ; W ill. R ichardson, 4 ; John Darby, 5 ; J. F razier, 6 ; Thos. 
Reves, 7 ; W m . Shipway, 8 ; A brhm . Sm ith, 9 ;  M alli. Channou, 10; W . Stephens, 11 ; 
Thos. Marriss, 10.’

T h e  U n ion  Scholars’ M S.
I n Church Bells o f January 20tli a short account of the discovery of this 

book was given. We understand that Messrs. J. W. Snowdon and R. Tuke of 
the Yorkshire Association of Change-ringers are having printed the MS., 
consisting of the rules, members’ names, and peals, together with the account 
of the Society written by the late Mr. E. J. Osborne, and intend, should they 
he supported hy the ‘ exercise ’ generally, so that the actual cost of printing 
will be defrayed, at some future time to publish the existing particulars of 
other of the old Societies. To give an idea of the contents of the MS., we 
append an account of the Society from the Rev. H. T . Ellacombe’s Bells o f  
the Church:—

* Th is Society was established (according to  M r. Osborne’s M S .) in  the 13th year o f  the 
re ign  o f Queen Anne, 1713. The peal-book, name-book, and rules, the la tter adorned w ith  
much ornam ental w ritin g , are am ong M r. Osborne’s MS. in  the British  Museum. The 
peal-book contains a record o f  peals rung from  1718 down to  1757. Th e firs t com m em orates 
a peal o f  5040 “ H ick  T rip les,”  rung at St. Dunstan’s-in-the-East (th e  church a t w h ich  
th is Society seems principally  to  have rung), and th is  record is stated b y  M r. Osborne to  
be the oldest know n record o f  the k in d  upon paper. In  Decem ber fo llow ing is entered a 
peal o f  5128 “  U n ion  Bob .”  U n ion  Bob is no other than is  now called Treb le  Bob. I t  was 
called Union Bob from  th e  U n ion  Scholars being the first to  introduce it .  The celebrated 
John H o lt  was an U nion  Scholar, and when Master o f  the Society he accomplished his 
celebrated long-course peal o f  50*0 Grandsire Triples, w h ich  was first rung at St. M argaret’s, 
W estm inster, 011 the 7tli o f  July, 1751. H e  afterwards composed the same peal in  parts, 
fo r  the convenience o f the conductor; th is  M r. Osborne believes was rung for the .first 
tim e b y  th e  Cumberlands at St. Leonard ’s, Shoreditch, on the 12th o f September, 1754. 
In  1752 M r. H o lt  le ft  the Society and jo in ed  the An c ien t College Youths.

‘ The U n ion  Scholars, a fter flourishing for m any years, became ex tin c t in  1757, and the 
nam es o f its  then  m em bers occur for the m ost part in  the name-books o f o ther Societies.

‘ In  1754 M r. A lb ion , an active m em ber o f  th is Society, le ft London  to  take the Master­
ship o f  a school in  Bath, and w hen the Society became ex tin ct the peal-book was g iven  to  
him , h e  having been the w r ite r  o f  the peals. W hen M r. Osborne was in  Bath  for his 
health in  1846, this book  was shown to  him , and b y  purchase he became the possessor 
o f  it. M r. A lb ion  continued to  be m aster o f  the school t i l l  1805, w hen  he died. H e  ocea- 
sioHally rang a t the Bath Abbey, and recorded any correct peals in  the same style as the 
book o f  the Union Scholars.’

A  limited number only o f tbe MS. ‘will be printed, and persons wishing 
to secure copies, which will be ready in a few days, should forward their 
names, and 7Jtf. in stamps, to Mr. Jasper IV. Snowdon, Old Bank Chambers, 
Leeds.

Change-ringing at Betchworth , Surrey.
On Sunday, March 25th, six members of the Capel Church bell-ringers 

met at Betchworth Church, and rang true peals of the following for morning 
service:— 720 of Warnham Court Bob, with 24 singles, rung in 244 mins. by 
the following:— G. Mills, treble; A. Tidy, 2nd; G. Holloway, 3rd; B. 
Worsfold, 4th; E. Jordan, otli; D. Jordan, tenor and conductor. After the 
morning service a peal of Oxford Bob Minor— 18 bobs and 2 singles— con­
ducted by A. T id y ; also a peal of Oxford Treble Bob, conducted by E . J ordan ; 
and several half peals of Oxford Single Bob and Grandsire Doubles were rung. 
Each peal was rung in about the same time as the first. The Oxford Treble 
Bob had never been rung on these hells. Tenor, 12 cwt.— Contributed.

C h ange-ringing at H u ll, E ast Yorkshire.
O n  Monday, April 2nd, eight members of the Yorkshire Association of 

Change-ringers rang at St, James’s Church, Hull, Mr. Sottanstall’s peal of 
0040 Grandsire Triples, in 2 hrs. 48 mins., with the men thus:— E. Prince, 
treble; W . Southwiclc, 2nd; H. A. Eastwood, 3rd; T. Jackson, 4th; W. 
Stickney, 5th; C. Jackson, 6th ; G. G. Harrison, 7 tli; E. Merrison, tenor. 
Weight, 16 cwt. Conducted hy C. Jackson.— Contributed.

W itn ey , Oxon.
On  Easter Monday the following members of the Oxford Society of 

Change-ringers visited Witney, and rang on the bells o f St. Mary’s H o lt’s 
ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples, in 3 hrs. 3 mins.:— C. Hounslow, treble ; 
J. Field, 2nd; W. Thomas, 3rd; B. Annis, 4th; F. Williamson, 5th; W . 
Smith, Oth; J. Breakspear, 7th ; H . Warner, tenor. Conducted by J . Field. 
— Contributed.

T h e  Guild o f D evonsh ire R ingers.
A  m e e tin g  of the Committee will be held at Exeter on Friday, April lotli. 

Agenda .••—To fix the time and place for annual meeting ; to decide upon the 
form of member’s certificate; to receive report of peals, &c.; to consider a 
proposal to reserve one steeple at general meetings for the use of proficients 
only, &c. &c. I- L . L angdon F uleobd , Hon. Sec.

A n  E xam ple to be fo llow ed .
W e are pleased to hear that there has not been any ringing in York during 

Lent. We hope our kind correspondents who have sent us Lenten peals, if 
they are spared to 1878, will follow this example.-—E d .

A  Correction.
D e nh o lm  G ate  is not in York, hut in tbe West Riding of Yorkshire* W e 

repeat our request to have the counties added to places. Some places are 
unheard of by Londoners.-—En.

R e c e iv e d  a ls o .— Softie person from  Shipley, whose name w e cannot d ec ipherj "VV. R* 
J erram ; Pau l A d a m s ; P« D ix on ; M em ber o f  Y orksh ire Society,
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Of course, I  also maintain the abstract lawfulness and propriety of the use 
of wine, &a., for the purpose of enjoyment, wholly apart from medicinal uses. 
None o f the arguments I  have met with seem to touch this point. But an 
enjoyment may lawfully he surrendered for love’s sake, only not so as to cast 
reproach on any of God’s gifts. A n  E n g l is h  Ch u r c h m a n .

Sir ,— >¥111 you allow me to supplement your valuable extract from  the 
Times as to the elections o f churchwardens w ith the fo llow ing question : —

Does the law as there laid down respecting (1) the chairman, (2) the fixing 
of time and place o f meeting, (3) the qualification o f voters, apply equally to 
other vestry meetings for parish business, as well as to the Easter vestry for 
electing churchwardens ? J. M.

T h e  Yicar of a populous parish wishes for suggestions from h is  brethren 
who have tried the plan of having Night-prayers for the poor in a Mission 
room. What prayers are most suitable, how  often, and at what hour used ?

Vicaraije, M ir  field. C. C.
‘ A  L a n c a s h ir e  L a y m a n .’— W e do not think we can do any good hy repro­

ducing the article you have sent.
‘  N i s i  D o m in u s  f e u s t r a .’— Y our com m un ication  is  too  d ec ided ly  personal.

E ec e iv e d  al s o .— H onour to  w hom  honour is d u e ; A  Constant R eader; R . A . S.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G I N G .
— *.— - 

C han ge-rin g in g  at Coventry.
O n  Easter Monday, April 2nd, several members of St. Martin’s Society of 

Change-ringers, Birmingham, visited Coventry, and with four of the Coventry 
ringers rang a true and complete peal o f Grandsire Caters, containing 5003 
changes, which were brought round in 3 hrs. 17 mins. on the fine-toned bells 
o f St. Michael’s Church, if. Bufferv, treble ; W . Bryant, 2nd; J. Joynes, 3rd; 
T. Srawley, 4th ; W . Kent, 0th ; H . Bastable, 0th; S. Jarman, 7 tli; C. Lenton, 
8th; C. Horsefall, 9th; W. Gilbert, tenor. Composed by Mr. H . Johnson, 
sen., and conducted by Mr. H . Bastable.— Contributed.

Change-ringing at Q uedgeley, G loucestershire.
O n  Monday, April 2nd, the ringers of Quedgeley rang at their parish 

church 42 six-scores, 10 with plain leads and 32 with extremes, the whole 
comprising 5040 changes, in 2 hrs. 36 mins., by the following b a n d T .  Brown, 
treble; A. Harris, 2nd; W . Brown, 3rd; C. Lyes, 4th; H. Wren, 5tli; G. 
Davies, tenor. Conducted hy T. Brown.— Contributed.

R in g in g  at St. Stephen ’s, W estm inster.
O n  Monday, April 2nd, eight members o f the Ancient Society of College 

Youths rang at the above church a true peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, con­
taining 5088 changes, in 3 hrs. 20 mins. The band stood thus :— G. Mash, 
treble; T . Lockwood, 2nd; W . Cecil, 3rd; S. Reeves, 4 th ; 11. French, 5th ; 
E. Bate, 0th ; E. Horrex, 7th : J. M. Hayes, tenor. Composed by Mr. T. 
Lockwood, jun., o f Leeds, and conducted by Mr. J. M. Hayes. Weight, 
25 cwt.— Contributed.

R in g in g  at N orth  Shields, &c., Co. Durham, and a N e w  Guild 
for that D iocese.

On Monday, April 2nd, the bell-ringers of Hurvvorth (accompanied hy 
Messrs. Overton and Moncaster of St. John’s, Darlington) visited North 
Shields, and gave touches of change-ringing on the hells of Christ Church. 
Whitley Church, containing six bells, was the next visited, where a peal of 
Oxford Treble Bob Minor was rung. Later on a peal of Grandsire Minor was 
rung at St. Hilda's, South Shields; Mr. W. Heed, lion, organist, North Shields, 
and Mr. G. Overton, Darlington, taking part in this peal by ringing the third 
and fourth hells respectively. A peal of Kent Treble Bob Minor was also rung 
on the same bells the next morning, the ringers stationed thus:— J. C. 
Thompson, treble ; H. Thompson, 2nd; J. E. Hem , 3rd; R. Moncaster, 4th ; 
J. Gaines, 5th ; J. Hem , tenor. The peal being conducted by J. Gaines. By 
boat the party then proceeded to Hebburn, where a peal o f Boh Minor was 
rung. All Saints’, St. Nicholas', and St. Andrew's, Newcastle, were next visited, 
but, owing to the bells being out o f repair, nothing worthy of notice was done. 
A  meeting was afterwards held to consider the project of establishing a Guild 
of Change-ringers for the diocese of Durham, Mr. >V. Reed, solicitor, North 
Shields, being appointed President pro tem., the object being to cleanse 
belfries, reform ringers, and promote the cultivation of the beautiful art of 
change-ringing, at present so little known in the diocese.— Local Paper.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association.
Ox Tuesday, April 3rd, tlie Society rang 5024 changes of Kent Treble Bob 

Major at St. Matthew’s, Holbeck, Leeds, in 3 hrs. T. Harrison, treble; H. 
Moss, 2nd; J. Whitaker, 3rd; R. Tuke, Esq., 4th; W. Walker, 5th; H. 
Hubbard, jun.. fith ; W. Whitaker, 7tli; j .  W . Snowdon, Esq., tenor. The 
peal— a one-part composition by Mr. J. B. Lates of Birmingham, with tho fifth 
and sixlii their extent each way in 0- 6— was conducted by Jasper W. Snowdon. 
Weight, 16 cwt.

On Friday, April 0th, the Society rang 5040 Grandsire Triples at St. 
Matthew’s, Holbeck, Leeds, in 2 hrs. 53 mins. J. Lockwood, treble ; T. Lock­
wood, 2nd: W. Whitaker, 3rd; R. Tuke, Esq., 4th ; W. Walker, 5th; C. Jackson, 
0th; J. W. Snowdon, Esq., 7th ; H . Hubbard, jun., tenor. The peal— on the 
three-lead course plan— was composed by E. Taylor and conducted by Mr. C. 
Jackson. Weight, 1G cwt.— Contributed.

Change-ringing at St. B a rth o lom ew ’s Church, W esthoughton , 
Lancash ire.

On Saturday, April 7tli, a mixed band of ringers met at the above church, 
and rang M i. John Holt’s ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples, consisting of

5040 changes, in 2 hrs. 58 mins. The ringers stood thus;— G. Grundy, treble; 
W. Brown, 2nd; J. Woodward, 3rd; J. Prescot (conductor), 4th; E. Bentham 
(first peal), 5th; T. Tickle, 0th; J. W . Hall (first peal), 7th ; J. Partington, 
tenor. Weight, 13 cwt. 1 qr. 14 lbs.— Contributed.

St. Jam es’ s Society , London .
On Saturday, April 7tli, eight members o f the above rang at the old church, 

St. Mary, Richmond, Mr. John Holt’s original one-part peal o f Grandsire 
Triples (with two doubles in the last four leads), consisting of 5040 changes, 
in 3 hrs. 2 mins. The ringers were:— R. Williams, treble ; E. French, 2nd; 
J. W. Cattle, 3rd; W. Williams, 4tli; W. Oakes, 5th; C. Hopkins, 0th; H . 
Hopkins, 7 tli; S. Hayhurst, tenor. The above was the brothers Williams’ 
first peal, and is the only recorded performance on the bells for twenty-three 
years. I t  was conducted by Mr. J. >V. Cattle.— Contributed.

Change-ringing at M anchester.
On Saturday, April 7th, a mixed band met in the tower of St. Philip ’s 

Church, Hulme, and rang Mr. John Holt’s ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples 
(their first attempt) in 2 lirs. 50 mins. This is the first peal of Triples by 
any of the company, and the first peal on the bells for upwards of sixteen 
years. The band stood thus:— B. Horrocks, treble; J. Astbury, jun. (38th 
Regiment), 2nd; E. Barrow. 3rd; W. Barry, 4th; D. Cayton, 5th ; E, Proffitt, 
0th; E. Ettock, 7th; J. Withers, tenor. Conducted by J. Astbury, jun. 
Weight, 13 cwt.— Contributed.

T h e  R oya l Cumberland Society  (la te  L on d on  Scholars).
T h is  Society reopened its peal-ringing season on Monday evening, April 

0th, by ringing at St. George’s Church, Camberwell, Surrey, a peal of Double 
Norwich Court Bob Major. I t  comprised 5040 changes, and was performed 
in 3 hrs. I t  is nearly thirty years since a peal in this musical method was 
rung in London. The ringers were:— G. Newson, treble; H . Dains, 2nd; 
J. >¥. Cattle, 3rd; H . Swain, 4th ; G. Harvey, 5th; E. Gibbs, 6th ; D. Stack- 
wood, 7th ; J. Barrett, teDor. Composed and conducted by Mr. G. Newson. 
Weight, 14 cwt.— Contributed.

O pening o f N e w  B ells  at H o ly  T rin ity , B o lton , Lancashire.
A r in g  of eight bells was completed about three weeks ago, but (being the 

season of Lent) the bells were, only opened on Easter Day, by an early peal 
inviting the parishioners to an eight-o’clock celebration of the Holy Com­
munion. After evening service tbe ringers of Trinity rang 1000 changes of 
Holt's ten-part peal, Grandsire Triples. The ringers were:— H. W . Jackson, 
1st and conductor; H . Bentley, 2nd; R. Gregson, 3rd; T . E . Turner, 4th; 
J. H. Jackson, 5th; W. Hamer, Gth; S. Gaskel, 7th; T. Morris, 8tb. 
Weight of tenor, 10 cwt. These bells are by Mears and Stainbank, o f London. 
On Easter Monday the bells were well tested by ringers from Liverpool, 
Halliwell, Wigan, Hindley, Westhoughton, Swinton, Pendlebury, &e., num­
bering in all about 100. During tbe afternoon a substantial tea was provided 
in tbe school.— Contributed.

B ells  at K elvedon , Essex.
T h e s e  bells (bow many we are not told) were rung on Easter morning, 

after having been reliung and tuned by Messrs. Mears of London. On Easter 
Monday, the real opening day, a succession of Doubles were rung by ringers 
from many places in the neighbourhood. The bells liad long been out of 
repair, and consequently have been silent over six years.— Reported.

W oburn .
T h e  belfry of the old tower is now complete, with a ring of eight bells, 

two additional ones having been recently added, and tlie old bells and the 
belfry thoroughly renovated, through the liberality of his Grace the Duke of 
Bedford. Tlie opening of tlie bells will take place 011 Monday, the 10th inst.

H onour to whom  H onour is due.
S ir ,— W ill you allow me a small space in your valuable paper to say a few 

words to a ‘ College Youtli ’ about ‘ Honour to whom Honour is due.’ In  your 
publication of the 17th March, 1877, he makes a remark about it being said 
that it is now a matter of notoriety in the North that the long peal rung at 
Earlsheaton, in 1872, is not entitled to be called a peal, as a call was missed 
in the latter half of the peal. I  ask 1 College Youth ’ for his proof. I  believe 
that the peal varied about eight minutes between the first part and the third 
part. But what of that? I  find that the College Youths have varied as much 
as twenty minutes in a 5000 on one peal of hells. I  was witness to the peal, 
i f  you will believe my attestation, and I  say that it was true. I f  the College 
Youths will ring the same length, we will attempt the longest length 011 
record. Both peals shall be witnessed by one man from each company.

A  M e m b e r  o f  t h e  Y o r k s h ir e  S o c ie t y  of C h a x g e -r in g e e s .
Earlsheaton, March '27th, 1S77.

B e lfry  Rules.
W e  have been favoured with some protocols of Rules for Belfries a n d  

Ringers. In  all there are too many for practical purposes, and some utterly 
useless. The fewer rules the better, and each set should be adapted to local 
circumstances: it is impossible to generalise beyond the unwritten rules of 
etiquette in good society.— Ed.

N o tic e  to Contributors.
W e adhere to the privilege of all Editors to publish or not what may be 

sent, at the same time declining to enter into controversies or correspondence 
about inserting, or rejecting, or abridging MSS. None can be returned.

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— S. Whitworth. G. P. Bennett. J. Rich. N. H ill: in due course. 
J. M‘Kell: answered direct,
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our Lord is not everywhere to be found, and i f  we seek ways for gratifying it 
not appointed by the Churcli o f our baptism. The girl in the story never 
said, because I, the writer, never imagined, that ‘ God was was not in her 
parish church but she did say, as many young people have done, that she 
liked one particular way that the Boman Church chooses o f realising His 
presence and nearness; and she was reproved for liking and seeking any 
other ways of realising H is presence than those appointed by her own Church. 
I/o list venture to hope that you will see that I  have been judged unfairly, and 
given the credit of an opinion the farthest possible from my real thoughts: 
but, as I  said before, I  am more anxious to clear the Editor and Publishers 
of the Churchman's Companion from so unjust an imputation than to be cleared 
myself. I  shall feel grateful i f  you will publish this letter.

T he  A uthor  or ‘ Castin g  t h e  N e t .’ 

V is it in g  the P oo r by the ‘ L o n d o n ’ C lergy.
Sir,— As you have quoted the Times as to impressions that the ‘ London ’ 

clergy have given up the good habit of ‘ visiting the poor,’ perhaps you will 
allow me first to question the assertion as given broadly by the Times, and 
secondly, to plead 1 extenuating circumstances,’ i f  by any possibility there
seems an apparent relaxation o f duty in this important particular.

I  am responsible for ‘ visiting,’ so far as practicable, 11,500; and yet, with 
the solitary exception o f one nurse, paid by my wife, I  am entirely single- 
handed. No curate, no Scripture reader, no Bible woman ! And yet there 
are to be provided for three full services weekly, with sermons at each; 
schools (500 daily attendance) to he cared for; poor to be relieved, so far as 
funds will permit, at their own homes; and the sick and dying presenting a 
continuously long list. As one of the ‘ London ’ clergy I  would ask, ‘ Is there 
not a cause’ i f  no propagandist work is undertaken? And what amount of 
general visiting can be expected ? I  append, however, a summary that will 
startle some unacquainted with ‘ London clergy,’ and especially those of the 
‘ Last End.’ A  summary that I  venture to say is a very sad commentary upon 
the assertion made in tlie Times.

A  Bethnal Green Parish, pop, 11,500.
1800. 1877.

One church. One church.
One ‘ mission ’ church.------------------------ ------
Three clergymen. One clergyman.
Two Scripture readers.------------------------------
One Bible woman.------------------------------ ------

Look on this picture and on this.
J. D . M cGac h en , M .A.

Vicar of St. Bartholomew, Bethnal Green.
‘ A. J. D a r b y ’ (New Hincksey, Oxford) wishes to know where, and at 

what price, he can obtain a copy of the Apocryphal Gospels, as translated by 
B. Harris Cowper ? The translation is referred to in Farrar’s L ife  o f Christ.

‘ A  L ayman  ’ should procure Plain Words by the Bev. W. Walsham How, 
published by IV. Wells Gardner.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

QrandsifG T rip le  Com positions.
Sir ,— In  Church Bells o f April 7th was recorded a peal of Grandsire 

Triples rung by the Hull Society, which, it was stated, was composed by Mr. 
W . Sottanstall. The peal is to he found in Mr. Sottanstall's work, and is also 
given in Mr. Banister's hook on Binging. As peals rung or published are 
always open to criticism, I  wish to state that I  cannot see what claim Mr, 
Sottanstall has to call this peal his composition. I t  is merely Shipway’s five- 
part peal, which has a fifth’s-place bob in each part, and the only difference 
made is that it  is commenced at a different lead. The two peals were con­
trasted in a letter headed ‘ Composing made Easy,’ in Church Bells, February 
5th, 1876.

_ Although in Mr. Sottanstall’s work there are thirteen peals of Grandsire 
Triples to which his name is attached, I  do not see how any one of them can 
be called his composition. No. 1 is a 5012, to which is appended, ‘ By Wm. 
Sottanstall, Feb. 13, 1865.’ This is H ill's peal from Shipway commenced at 
a different lead. Three more variations are obtained from this peal. No. 5, 
dated ‘ Feb. 20, 1865,’ is Beeves’ Variation, by an additional bob, of Holt’s 
ten-part pea l; the only difference Mr. Sottanstall makes is that the halves are 
reversed. Nos. G and 7 are slight variations o f ‘ Holt’s Original,’ which peal 
is not even mentioned in this work. Nos. 8 and 9 are from Shipway’s five- 
part peal, one being dated ‘ Feb. 2,1865,’ the original being neither given nor 
alluded to. The remaining four are very simple variations of a peal by Mr. 
Lockwood, the original of which is given a few pages further on.

Only one peal of Mr. Holt’s, viz. his ten-part peal, is given, and a quota­
tion from the Claris is appended. This extract, however, stops short of a 
portion which is, I  think, especially noteworthy. The authors have been 
acknowledging Mr. Holt’s ten-part peal as the foundation of one of theirs, 
and then remark:— 1 We must beg leave to observe, that we do not mean to 
obtrude peals of our own, either to cloud the merit of this author nor yet to 
arrogate to ourselves merit that is not due. Indeed, it may be no very diffi­
cult task for some to produce variations of Mr. Holt’s peal and pass them for 
their own. But tlie discerning part of the exercise are not to be so deceived, 
and we will be bold to say. that i f  anyone will produce a peal of Grandsire 
Triples with two singles, and will say he did not borrow his plan from Mr. 
Holt, he is an impostor, and will he branded as such by every judicious 
professor of the art.’

I  think that i f  conductors would take care that when they call a peal, i f  
they cannot get a really new one, they call some standard composition, we 
should not bo troubled with those reproductions. J a s p e r  W. S n o w d o n .

The P ea l at Earlsheaton.
S ir ,— I  have been anxiously waiting for a reply to a letter that appeared 

in Church Bells about a month ago, signed ‘ College Youth,’ relative to the 
accuracy of a long peal of Treble Eight, erroneously called the longest peal 
rung at Earlsheaton in Yorkshire.

I  am informed authoritatively that this so-called long peal rung at Earls­
heaton, as the greatest number o f changes ever accomplished in Treble Bob, 
is false, and for this'reason:— The first-part end came up true at proper tim e; 
the second part came up twenty-five minutes before its time, according to the 
rate they were ringing the bells ; and the last part they jump rounds with the 
second in the hunt. Consequently, the London Eight (memhers of the College 
Youtbs) have still the honour of having achieved the greatest number of 
changes in Treble Bob on eight bells, and this event they will commemorate 
by dining together on the 27th of this month, that being the anniversary of 
the day on which the College Youths rang the greatest length in Treble Bob 
and the longest length in Stedman’s Cinques, viz. 15,860 Treble Eight and 
8580 Stedman’s Cinques. Should I  have been misinformed in my statement,
1 shall esteem it a great favour i f  some of my Yorkshire friends will contradict 
me and set me right in this matter. G eorge A. M u sk e tt .

Society of College Youths, London, A pril 13, 1877.

N e w  Bells  for St. M ary-Church, D evon.
T he  parish church was reopened, after rebuilding, on July 23rd, 1801, 

and on November 18th, 1873, the newly-erected tower was dedicated to the 
glory of God, as a memorial to the late Bishop o f Exeter, who for many years 
resided in this parish and was buried in the churchyard. I t  is now intended 
to hang a ring of eight bells, to be supplied by Messrs. Warner and Co., at a 
cost o f 7161. 15s. About 150?. has still to he raised. The Bishop o f the 
diocese has kindly consented to preach on Monday, July 23rd, on the occasion 
of the dedication o f the bells.

Paym en t o f  R ingers.
_ In  reply to an inquirer from Bournemouth, nothing but the love of 

scientific change-ringing will keep a hand together. Round-ringers look for 
money, and such money-ringers never make out anything. A ll the most 
proficient ringers in the kingdom meet regularly to ring, without fee or 
reward; but i f  they are expected to ring or chime for services, they should be 
paid by the churchwardens ; and i f  called from their daily occupation to ring 
for weddings, they must be paid. I t  is a bad thing for ringers to collect 
Christmas-boxes, neither should they ever he allowed to ring on spec. A ll the 
long and intricate peals which we have the pleasure to record in our weekly 
issues are not rung for money’s sake, but for the pleasure of being engaged 
in such performances.— E d .

R in g in g  at SS. M ary  and N icholas, Spalding, L incolnshire.
T he  six ringers o f the above church rang on Good Friday a muffled peal, 

three times during the day, consisting of a half-peal of Dixon’s Variations, 
adding greatly to the solemnity of the day. On Easter Sunday they also rang 
the half-peal for Holy Communion at eight o’clock. They also rang the same 
for the second morning and evening services. This is the first attempt of 
these ringers, who have only been established since last September. Weight 
of tenor, 20i  cwt.— Contributed.

A n cien t Society  o f C o llege  Youths.-—Estab lished 1637.
On Saturday, April 7th, twelve members of the above Society rang at St. 

Michael’s, Cornhill, a peal of Stedman’ s Cinques, consisting of 5140 changes, 
in 4 hrs. 1 min. H . W. Haley, treble ; W. Cooter, 2nd ; H . Haley, jun., 3rd ;
B. Haworth, 4th ; S. Beeves, 5th ; B. Jameson, 6th ; G. Dorrington, t t l i ; G. 
Mash, 8th; J. Pettit, 9th; G. Muskett, 10th; J. M. Hayes, 11th; E. Horrex, 
tenor. Weight, 41 cwt. Composed and called by Mr. H . W. Haley.— Contributed.

Brom ley, Kent.
The bells of Bromley Parish Church having been rehung, were reopened 

by the Society of Bromley Youths on Easter Sunday. On the day following 
a company of Cumberland Youths, under the conductorship of Mr. Cox, rang 
touches of Grandsire Triples, Stedman’s Triples, and Oxford Treble Bob.—  
Contributed.

M uffled  Tou ch  at A l l  Saints, K in gston -on -Th am es, Surrey.
On Friday evening, April Gth, a muffled touch of 500 Grandsire Triples 

was rung as a mark of respect to the late Mr. John Duffell, who died on the 
1st inst., in his 56th year. T. Gaiger, 1st ; G. Sayer, 2nd; T . Gadd, 3rd ; J. 
Strutt, 4th; J. Hewett, 5th; S. Brooker, 6th ; W. Phillips, 7th ; J. Chester, 
tenor. Conducted by S. Brooker.— Contributed.

R in g in g  at A sh ton -u n der-Lyn e, Lancashire.
O n Saturday, April 14th, ten of the Ashton ringers rang a peal of Kent, 

Treble Bob Royal, containing 5040 changes, which was composed and con­
ducted by Mr. J. Wood, sen., in 3 hrs. 24 mins. J. Moss, treble; J. Bowcook, 
2nd; J. Wood, sen., 3rd; .T. Wood, jun., 4th; B. Broadbent, 5th: S. Wood, 
6th ; S. Andrew, 7th; J. Gillot, 8th; C. Thorp, 9th; J. Thorp, tenor. Weight, 
28 cwt.— Contributed.

Change-ringing at W e s t  B rom wich, Staffordshire.
On Saturday', April 14th, the Christ Church Society of Cbange-ringers' 

rang 5040 changes o f New Grandsire Triples, which was accomplished in
2 hrs. 43 mins. The band stood thus :— H. Hipkins, treble; J. Bussell, 2nd; 
W. Mallin, 3rd; T. Horton, 4 th ; W. Beeson, 5tli; -J. Carter, Oth; S. Biddle- 
stone, 7th ; J. Hipkins, tenor. The peal is in twelve parts, with the bell in 
the hunt going up before the treble in every lead. I t  was composed and con­
ducted by Mr. S. Biddlestone.— Contributed.

E ecciVec also.—A. Spurrier; IV. B. Fulford; and others.
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Sir ,— I  should feel very much obliged to any of your readers who could 
give me information on the following points:— To whom does the chancel of a 
district church legally belong ? Has the patron any rights in or control over 
it ? Also, Can a clergyman legally refuse to take burials on a Sunday ?

Country  P arson.

Ca n  anyone in fo rm  ‘ E . E . ’ w ho  was th e  au thor o f  The Neio Week's Prepa­
ration fo r  the Lord's Supper?

‘ B. A. S.* recommends to ‘ A  Seaman’s Chaplain’ The Christian Passover; 
or, Notes on the Holy Communion, published by G. J. Palmer (price 3c/.), as an 
instructive little book, and excellently adapted to the purpose for which he 
wants it.

‘ W. F. D. L .’ (Tnstow).— Canon Norris’s Manuals o f  Religious Instruction 
(Rivingtons), would, we should think, meet your want. One volume (-3s. 6d.) 
is on the Prayer-book. I t  is also published in five parts (Is. each).

‘ Cath olicus .’— You  should have quoted Bishop B. verbatim. W e cannot 
insert your letter as it now stands.

‘ E. M anners Sanderson. ’— There are objections to the course you sug­
gest, into which we cannot enter in our Correspondence columns.

4 A. E. H .’— Poem, with thanks.
1F. P. W .’— W e fear we cannot find space for your letter.
1 A. IT. XT.’—W e regret that we cannot make use of your thoughtful com­

ment on a difficult passage.
• L u c y  Sin g l e t o n .’— W e cannot fin d  space fo r  th e  petition .

Received at so.—Walter Greeiiing; Dunelm; A. Z .; G. H .; John Napleton; Thos. 
Geo. Crce; Medlands Lethbridge; "W. A. Wall.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

Genuine Com positions.
S i b — The remarks by Mr. Jasper Snowdon, published in your last issue, 

must commend themselves to all lovers of fair play and genuineness in 
Composition. I t  is rather humiliating to find, that amongst members of the 
exercise there are to be found those who twist and disturb the compositions 
of some of the old authors, and then, with the most unblushing effrontery, 
attempt to palm them off as their own. Such proceedings, 1 do not hesitate 
to say, are nothing but acts of piracy upon the labour and research of others. 
Nor are the ancients the only ones'whose productions have been maltreated 
in this manner. In the volume published by Mr. Sottanstall are to be found
 I  cannot say the exact number, not having his book at hand at the present
moment— at any rate, several peals of Treble Bob Major, which are merely 
transpositions of lie eve s’ peal of 84-18, and, therefore, as far as the authorship 
o f Mr. Sottanstall is concerned, are counterfeit. I  believe, also, that a peal of 
Mr. Haley’s has been ' appropriated ’ in the same way— if, indeed, in this 
instance, a greater irregularity has not been committed— by the same gentle­
man. I  don’t think this is hardly ' Yorkshire.’ The abilities of Mr. Sottanstall 
as a composer I  am not going to call into question, but I  can only wonder he 
did not display a similar exhibition o f candour as did the authors of the 
Clavis, when they gave specimens how the composition of various peals, not 
their own, could he varied without affecting their harmony and truth, and 
without arrogating to themselves the credit of being the original authors.

I  have reason to fear that some of the various peals rung from time to 
time in the provinces would not always, i f  brought to light, hear the strictest 
investigation. Could a close scrutiny he made of many so-called true compo­
sitions ( I  am speaking simply of composing) tlie result would, I  think, be 
anything hut satisfactory to their producers. I  recollect once writing to a 
ringer for a copy of something which had been rung, and which was described 
in the paper as a very clever composition, but not all the persuasion I  could 
use would induce him to send it to me. Probably he had had warning from 
some kind friend at hand that his ingenious, never-to-be-forgotten production, 
would not bear the light of day, and no doubt considering that discretion was 
the better part of valour, wisely determined, after his reply to my first letter, 
not to correspond with me any more on the subject.

And this brings me to notice, Sir, with your permission, the letter of Mr. 
Muskett in the same issue of your excellent paper. For the honour of the 
Yorkshiremen, i f  for that only, I  hope they may have a satisfactory explanation 
to make to the charge; but all who know the respected Secretary of the 
Ancient Society of College Youths are unflinchingly convinced that he would 
not utter such "a sweeping condemnation of any performance unless he had 
the strongest reasons for so doing. He is to he credited, in this instance, 
with a laudable desire to establish truth and expose error amongst that 
exercise of which lie is so eminent a practitioner, and though, as I  have just 
observed, my sympathies at present are with the performers at Earlsheaton, 
should they fail in making good their case scarcely any language will he too 
severe to be visited upon them for having foisted a spurious performance upon 
the ringing fraternity. Be this mystery solved as it may, it must ever be 
remembered that to Mr. Haley belongs the everlasting honour of having 
called the longest peal on record, while it is a noteworthy fact that the truth 
or quality of the ringing of the London peal has never been called into 
question, but, on the contrary, has always been spoken of in terms of universal 
and unqualified admiration. V io o b n ie n sis .

L o n g  Pea ls rung in April,
Afttn. seems to be a month very prolific for the ringing of long peals. The 

first was by the Norwich Youths, who, od April 1st, 11117, rang 10,080 Oxford 
Treble, eight in; and on the 7th and 8th of April, 1701, the band at Leeds, 
in Kent, rang the full extent of Plain Bob on eight bells, in which the

renowned Jas. Barham took a prominent part. But on the never-to-be- 
forgotten’ 27tli o f April many long peals have been achieved, and both 
Cumberland and College Youths may most justly celebrate the day, let the 
Earlsheaton peal be true or false. The following is from the Camberwell and 
Peckham Times o f the 21st inst., being, perhaps, the only record of a remark­
able, although an unfinished, performance :—

'A p r i l  27 (F r iday ) — The Annual Register for 1SOO chronicles the extraord inary a ttem pt 
m ade by  e igh t m em bers o f  the Society o f  Cum berland Youths, to  r in g  15,136 changes 
o f O xford  Treb le Bob Major, ou Edm onton  Church bells. I t  requ ires upwards of ten  hours 
to  perform  the task, at 25 changes per m inute. They had entered the n in th  hour, when 
au un luekly accident befe ll Mr. George Goss, the com poser o f  the peal. M ak ing an 
a ttem pt to  slacken his kuee-buckle his leg entangled in  the coil o f  th e  rope b y  w h ich  ho 
was elevated to  a considerable heigh t, and thence fa lling down on his head he broke ins 
collar-bone. H ad  it  not been for this accident, no doubt the feat wou ld  have been accom ­
plished, and the perform ers crowned w ith  perpetual honour, as notb ing  to  be compared 
w ith  such an achievem ent o f strength  and sk ill can be found in  the records or th e  campa­
nologer’s art.’

Twelve months ago, when the Cumberlands rang Mr. Harrison’s peal, 
8800 changes, with the tenors together, at St. Ann’ s Church, Higbgate, little 
was it thought to he anniversary of such a serious hut interesting event as the 
above extract describes. Hv. D a i n s .

Camber well i London.

O pening o f the R in g  o f E igh t B e lls  at W obu rn , Beds.
Two additional bells having been added to the old ring of six by his 

Grace the Duke of Bedford, were opened on Monday, the 18th inst. The old 
hells have been rehung, the ringing-chamber painted, mottos in illuminated 
letters executed over the four window-arches, &c. Persevering efforts are 
being made to accomplish real ringing in Woburn. Ghange-ringing is not 
practised elsewhere in the county; and as the Woburn Society have taken tlie 
advance in this matter, the new bells were opened in a manner likely to en­
courage others to follow the practice. Leonard Proctor, Esq. of Bemngton, 
with his clever hand of ringers, rang during the day the following excellent 
touches:— 504 Grandsire Triples; 024 Stedman’s Triples; 570 Kent ireble 
Bob M ajor; 448 Superlative Surprise Major. The new work has been 
executed by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank of London.

C hange-ringing by the Yorkshire Association .
On Tuesday, April 10th. the Society rang at St. Matthew’s, Holbeck, Leeds, 

5040 changes of Bob Major in 13 hrs. 1 min. T . Harrison, 1 ; S. Basnett, 2 ; 
H. Moss, 3; J. Lockwood, 4 ; YV. Whitaker, 5; T. Lockwood, 0; H. Hubbard, 
jun. 7 ; K. Binns, 8. The peal was composed by T. Lockwood and conducted 
by R. Binns. Tenor, 10 ewt.

On Tuesday, April 17tli, the Society rang at St. Matthew’s, Holbeek, 
Leeds, 5000 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major in 2 hrs. 2!) mins. T. Harri­
son 1 • S. Basnett, 2 ; T. Lockwood, 3; YV. Whitaker, 4 ; W . Snowdon, Esq. 
0 - R. Binns, 6 ; H. Hubbard, jun. 7; J. YV. Snowdon, Esq. 8. The peal— a 
one-part composition, with the fifth and sixth their lull extent m 5-0—-was 
composed hy P. Cashmore and conducted by Jasper W. Snowdon, ienor, 
16 cwt.

On Saturday, April 21st, the Society rang at St. Matthew’s, Holbeck, Leeds, 
5010 changes of Bob Major in 2 hrs. 55 mins. T. Harnson, 1; S. Basnett, 2 ; 
E. Snowdon, Esq. 3 ; R. Tuke, Esq. 4: H . Hubbard, jun. 5; W. Snowdon, 
Esq. 0; J. Winder, 7; J. W. Snowdon, Esq. 8. Tenor, 10 cwt. The peal was 
conducted by Mr. Jasper W. Snowdon, and was taken from the peal-book ot 
the Society of Union Scholars, having been rung by that company on Lee. J, 
1748, when it was called hy John Holt.

. On Saturday, April 14th, the Lindley Branch of the above Association rang 
a peal of 5024 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major with the 6th bell twel.e 
times wrong and twelve times right in 0- 0, also in one continued course, m 
3 hrs. 10 mins. The ringers were:— E. Ellam, 1; J. Koyston, ; G. W. 
Schofield, 3 ; T. Haigh, 4 ; C. Craven, 5; F. Schofield, 0; T. F-D iake, i ; 
W. Brogden, 8. Tenor, 181 cwt. Composed and conducted by i .  Haigti.

M uffled Date Tou ch  at H u lm e, Lancashire.
On Saturday, April 14th, a mixed band rang a muffled touch at St. Philip ’s 

Church, Hulme, containing 1877 changes of Grandsire Triples, in 1 lir. 3 mins., 
as a token of respect for the late Mr. Henry Boyle (o f the Society of College 
Youths, London). J. Hindle, treble; E. Barrow, 2nd;; R. Yates, 3rd; E 
Ettock, 4th; YV. Barry, 5th; J. Astbury, 6th ; John Withers, 7th; Joseph 
Withers, 8th. This musical touch— containing 15 6-4’s, 15 7-4 s, and 24 6-r s 
— was composed by Mr. J. Carter and conducted by J. Asibury. YY eight, 
13 cwt.— Contributed.

R in g in g  at W es t  M a ilin g , Kent.
On Wednesday, April 18th, the East Mailing Ringers met at St. Mary’s, 

West Mailing, and rang a peal of 720 Minor in 25 mills. The ringers were :—  
H . Bonner, 1 ; T. Pett, 2 ; J. White, 3 ; G. YVaterman, 4 ; E. Bonner, 5 
H . YYilliams, Cth.

R in ger ’ s Funeral.
T h e  remains of the late Isaac Illingworth were interred in Bradford parish 

ihurchyard on Tuesday afternoon last. He had been a ringer at the parish 
•hurch over fifty years. The parish church bells were muffled on Sunday, 
ind on the day of the funeral ringers met from various parts and rang muffled 
leals- I t  may be interesting to mention that the last peal rung by Mr. llling- 
vorth was at Guiselev, on August 23rd, 1868, when the following veteran 
sompany rang a peal of 5088 changes in 3 hrs. 4 nuns.:— J. Hanson, age; , 8,1; 
r Kendall, 73, 2; C. lies, 74, 3 ; YV. Senior, 68, 4; H. Hubbard, 04, who 
•onducted the peal, 5 ; T. Dawson, 62, 6 ; Isaac Illingworth, 68, i ; and 
IV. Dumbleton, 66.

Received also.-D. YV. Barrett; R. CleasDy; G, YV. Cole: you and yours are the host 
udges, or consult the founders,
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our Church; on the contrary, we are steadily though quietly advancing. The 
clergy of the Irish Church are as zealous, perhaps more zealous, than ever. 
Her people are loyal, and have shown their loyalty hy denying themselves to 
support her clergy; nor, in the general anxiety to provide incomes for the 
clergy at home, have the Missionaries among the heathen been forgotten. 
I t  was publicly stated, in a meeting of the C.M. S. held in Dublin a few days 
ago, that the subscriptions given in Ireland to tbat Society last year were 
larger than they had ever been before. W e are not then forsaken, God is 
still with His Church in this country. The Saviour's promise, we feel, is 
still being fulfilled to us: ‘ Lo, I  am with youjalway, even to the end of the 
world.’ LL .B .

‘ T o  be Said or S u n g ? ’
S ib ,— I  am really unaware o f anything in my last letter calculated to pro­

voke the very 1 snappy ’ reply of your correspondent, ‘ W. P. B.’ So far from 
‘ summing up,’ I  merely replied to some of the correspondents who commented 
on my letter. To prevent any misapprehension, I  may inform ‘ W . P. B.’ 
that my ‘ unhappy lot of birth ’ was to he born in Ireland (which, I  dare say, 
he considers in partibus injidelium), and that, therefore, I  was bred in ‘ the 
United Church of England and Ireland,’ and of the portion of it which the 
British Parliament cut off from the main body by the Irish Church Act I  am 
still a warmly and loyally attached member. I  think, therefore, Sir, that I  
have some right to express an opinion upon the manner of conducting Divine 
worship in the Church of England. In  commenting and commending the 
hearty services of the church described by ‘ A  Presbyter,’ I  certainly did say 
that I  thought it was 1 in the interests of tlie Church and true religion ’ that 
there should be more of such services, but I  am at a loss to see how that 
language leaves me open to the charge of ‘ arrogance ’ made by your corre­
spondent; or why, because I  dare in your columns to express an opinion 
favourable to reading instead o f singing the prayers, I  should he told hy 
‘ W. P. B.’ to ‘ keep silence.' H e says he has found that it is not conducive to 
‘ a satisfactory expression of the devotion of a congregation, the agglomeration 
of a mass of untrained voices in all keys being most disagreeable, undevotional, 
and difficult to sustain.’ That, no doubt, is his opinion; but allow me to 
assure him it is not ‘ the end of the controversy’ on this subject, and that 
many other people think differently, and notwithstanding his imperious com­
mand I  will take the liberty o f saying so, i f  I  have your permission. I  may 
add that the speaking voice is no more in any musical key than the songs of 
most birds, and that human voices being heard together, therefore, causes no 
more musical discord than the chorus of ‘ the songsters of the grove,’ which 
most of us have listened to with pleasure, hut whom your correspondent would 
probably compel, i f  he could, to sing in a monotone. H e says politely that 
what I  have written about women being part of a surpliced choir is 1 nonsense,’ 
yet the only practical contribution he makes to the subject under discussion 
is a suggestion that two women, with contralto voices, should be placed as n e a r  
as p oss ib le  to either side of the choir, to supply the deficiency of this voice 
amongst tlie boys. Your readers will judge of the consistency o f his observa­
tions 011 this point, and also whether I  have merited the exceedingly caustic 
criticisms which his letter contains. Z e n a s .

Sunday Interm ents.
11 ' Sie,— In  reply to 1 Country Parson,' in your last issue, about Sunday 
funerals, undoubtedly they cannot legally he refused, ‘ convenient warning ’ 
being given. These two words out of Canon 68 (a  penal one) have, however, 
been interpreted to mean that the people may fix the day and the clergyman 
the hour. My Bishop (B ipon) advises us to punish Sunday interrers hy not 
taking the corpse into the church at all— an option which the rubric gives to 
every clergyman at any time. I  doubt the wisdom of this advice— at any rate, 
where no evening service follows. S. H . I .

Sie ,— In  reply to the ‘ Country Parson’s ’ inquiries, the freehold of the 
chancel as well as the nave of a district church legally belongs to the incum­
bent for the use o f the parishioners, and I  apprehend that the patron, as such, 
has no rights in or control over it.

W ith respect to the question whether a clergyman can legally refuse to 
take burials 011 a Sunday, the answer depends on the proper construction of 
the 68th Canon, which directs that no minister shall refuse or delay to bury 
any corpse tbat is brought to the churchyard, convenient warning being given 
to him thereof beforehand ; and what is a convenient warning must be con­
sidered, as Sir I I .  Jenner Bust said in a case before him, ‘ in reference to the 
time, distance, and the various vocations of the clergyman.’ I  do not think 
that a clergyman can lay down a positive rule not to take burials on a Sunday, 
at all events i f  his time is not fully occupied by services in the church ; but 
with a little tact on his part it is not probable that his parishioners w ill insist 
011 burials on the Sunday to his inconvenience, or contrary to his expressed 
wishes. C. H . B.

Cam any one inform ‘ E. B. B.’ whether the sermon by Canon Liddon, 
dealing with the doctrine o f ‘ Conditional Immortality’ (referred to by a cor­
respondent last week under the head of ‘ Three Sermons ’ ) can be obtained in 
any printed form ? Also whether there he any book (in answer to those 
which have been written of late) upon the subject, by a writer thoroughly 
acquainted with the views maintained ?

[A  tolerably full report of Canon Iiddon ’s sermon appeared in tbe Guardian 
for April 25.—E d .]

Sit.,— Having only promised one copy o f Church Bells to a clergyman 
abroad, we shall be very glad to send the other to Seabury Divinity Hall, as 
suggested in the last number. Would some former numbers of Church Bells 
he acceptable to any mission or institution in England ? I  have the years 
1875 and 1876 nearly complete. L in a .

‘ F. 17 had better write to the Editor of the Sunday School Magazine. We 
may mention, however, the S. P. C. Iv. Commentaries on the Old and Hew 
Testaments, Mr. Stock's Bessons on the Life  of Our Lord, and Prebendary Sadler’s 
Church Teacher's Manual.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

Ancien t S ocie ty  o f  Co llege  Youths. Established 1637.
On Saturday, April 28, eight members o f the above Society met at St. 

Mary’s Church, Islington, and rang a true peal of 5040 Grandsire Triples in 
2 hrs. 49 mins. Dingers:— J. Pettit, 1; I I .  Edwards, 2 ; S. Beeves, 3;
E. French, 4 ; M. A. Wood, 5 ; F. Bate, 6 ; J. M. Hayes, 7 ; T. Bugby, 8. 
The peal was Mr. John Holt’s Original,with two double in the last four leads. 
Conducted by Mr. J. Pettit.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Assoc iation .
On Tuesday, April 24, the Society rang at St. Mary’s, Hunslet, Leeds, 

5568 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major in 3 hrs. 22 mins. G. Fothergill, 1;
B. Tuke, Esq. 2; H . Hubbard, jun., 3 ; G. Barraclough, 4 ; T. Lockwood, 5 ; 
J. Dixon, 6 ; J. W. Snowdon, Esq., 7; B. Binns, 8.̂  The peal, which has the 
curious feature of being in three parts, with the sixth its extent each way in 
5-G, was composed by Mr. T. Day and conducted by Mr, T. Lockwood. 
Tenor, 21 cwt.

C h an ge-rin g in g  at B in g ley , Yorksh ire.
On Saturday, March 24, the Bradford Society of Change-ringers rang at 

the parish church, Bingley, 5024 changes o f Kent Treble Bob Major, with the 
sixth bell twelve times each way in 5-6, in 3 hrs. 16 mins. Composed hy 
Mr. Sottenstall of Sowerby, and conducted by Mr. J. II. Hardcastle. Tenor, 
17-1 cwt, J. Angus, 1; J. Naylor, 2; J. H . Fislier, 3; W. Swain, 4; J. Cheetham, 
5; J. H . Hardcastle, 6 ; J. Wilkinson, 7; J. H . Dixon, 8.

C h ange-ringing at M irfie ld , Yorkshire.
On Tuesday, April 10th, the Society of Change-ringers of St. Mary’ s, 

Mirfield, rang 1877 changes of Kent Treble Bob Royal in 1 hr. 21 mins., 
being tbe date of tbe present year. I t  was composed by J. Lodge, of Heck- 
mondwike. The ringers were:— J. Holt, 1; T. Crawsliaw, 2 ; H . Hincliliffe, 3 ; 
T. Oxley, 4 ; B. Bobinson, 5 ; D. Clarkson, 6 ; S. Dawson, 7 ; II. Firth, 8th ; 
J. Peacock, 9th; E. Firth (Conductor,) 10. Tenor, 31 cwt.

Change-ringing at Shipley, Yorkshire.
On Saturday afternoon, April 21, eight members of the Yorkshire Asso­

ciation of Change-ringers rang at St. Paul’s Church 5088 changes of Kent 
Treble Bob Major in 3 hrs. and 2 mins. The ringers w e r e A .  Moulson, 1;
H . Kaistrick, 2 ; AY. Kendall, 3 ; T . Pollard, 4 ; J. Wilks, 5; AV. AYilks, 6 ; 
J. B. Jennings, 7; J. Wilson, 8. Composed hy Mr. J. Barker of Liversedge, 
in three equal parts, the sixth being twenty-four times each way in 5-6. Con­
ducted hy Mr. J. B. Jennings.

R in g in g  at Baw try, Yorkshire.
On Monday evening, April 23, a peal of 720 Bob Minor was rung by the 

Bawtry Society for the first tim e; and one, a new treble, was added by Mr. 
Taylor of Loughborough. Time, 27 mins., with 18 bobs and 2 singles. The 
ringers were:— J. N. Taylor, 1; F. I I .  Cartwright, Esq., 2; F. J. Oram, 3 , 
W . Sanderson, 4; C. Swindon, 5; H. AVilson, conductor, 6. Tenor, 12J cwt.

R in g in g  at Chester Cathedral.
O n  Tuesday evening, April 24, eight members o f the Chester Cathedral 

Society of Change-ringers rang on the Cathedral bells half a peal of Grandsire 
Triples in 1 hr. 45 mins., containing 2520 changes and 50 bobs. The ringers 
Trere; _  w . Owens, 1; AY. AVoods, 2 ; P. Griffiths, 3; AY. Cross, 4; AV. 
AYalton, 5: A. Bowden, 6 ; F. Ball, 7 ; F. Jarvis, 8. Tenor, 33 cwt. m C. 
Conducted by F. Ball.

C h ange-ringing at W esthoughton , Lancash ire.
On Saturday, April 28, Mr. John H olt’s ten-part peal of Grandsire 

Triples, consisting of 5040 changes, was rung in 2 hrs. 54 nuns. G. Grundy 
(Conductor); W . Brown, 2 ; J. Woodward, 3 ; II. Heaton, 4 ; J. Aiekers, o;
A. Hodkinson, 6 ; J. Whittingham, 7; J. Partington, 8. Tenor, 13 cwt. 1 qr. 
J4 lbs.

R eopen in g  o f  the Bells  o f M agdalen  C ollege, Oxford.
T he bells of Magdalen College, Oxford, having been refitted by Mr. F. 

AArhite of Besselsleigh, Berks, were on Saturday, the 28th ult. reopened by 
tbe Appleton Society of Change-ringers, who rang on them eight; courses of 
Stedman’s Caters. The band stood as follows:— F. S. White, 1; E. Holiiield, 2 ;
B. Barrett, 3; W . Bennett, 4 ; G. Holifield, 5; Rev. F. E. Robinson, 6 ; 
J. Avery, 7; F. White, 8 ; H . Woodwards, 9 ; T. Bennett, 10. Conducted 
by F. AYhite.

Change-ringing at P lym outh.
On Monday, April 30, the following members of the Guild of Devon­

shire Ringers met m the belfry of Charles the Martyr, Plymouth, and rang a 
true and complete peal of 5040 Grandsire Triples in 3 hrs. 14 mins..—
C. Brock, 1; E. Taylor, 2 ; AV. Banister, 3; R. Ford, 4 ; J. Baxter 5; C. 
Smith, 6 ; J. Eastabrook, 7; J. Widdicombe, 8. Conducted by Mr. AV. 
Banister. I t  is the first peal ever ruDg in tbe borough of Plymouth, although 
the bells were hung in 1782. Tenor, 24 cwt. 1 qr.

Churcham, G loucester.
AVe are pleased to report that six new bells from Messrs. Warners’ 

Foundry have been delivered at this village, to replace those lately destroyed 
by fire. W e shall be more pleased when we can announce that they are paid 
for, and have been dedicated to the honour of God and opened by a talented 
baud of ringers.__________________ __________

Received aesc.—R.L, Biec; H. Rastabee; Pelsr Johnson ; and others.
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help young men who are preparing for ordination. One lias, from time to 
time, been advertised in our columns. But had you not better consult some 
clerical friend, or even write to a Bishop, rather than seek to attain your 
object by correspondence in the columns of a newspaper ?

1H . P e t t s o n  ' asks for a cheap book of instructions for entering the 
Church ‘ as a clergyman.’ W e do not know of such a book; but i f  he has 
reason to think himself distinctly moved by the Holy Ghost to take orders, 
he had better put himself in communication with some Bishop, who would 
tell him on what conditions he would ordain him.

‘ Sa r a h  T e n n a n t .’— W e are interested to hear that the plan of admin­
istering the elements for which Mr. Venables petitions is found to work well. 
But it is clear that the rubrics at present do not warrant a clergyman in 
putting it into practice.

‘ Guianensis.’— T hank you for your letter. W e doubt whether the time 
has come for such a diagnosis and prognosis of the Eastern Question as you 
ask for, and it is certain that no one has yet shown the calmness and dis­
passionateness necessary in order that they may be properly performed.

To ‘ Lina.’— Mrs. Ledger, Monkton Boad, Jarrow-on-Tyne, Durham, 
Librarian to the British Workman Reading-room, would gratefully accept 
your 1873 and 1876 Church Bells, and would have them bound.

‘ A rmidale. ’— A  paragraph in our columns some time ago lias already 
called the attention o f our readers to the fact which you kindly point out.

T h e b e  are some friends of the Church who will not believe that the 
political Nonconformists, in seeking as of right to hold their services for 
burial in our churchyards, are at the same time seeking for the admission of 
their services into our churches also. Last year Sir W ilfrid Lawson, ad­
vanced Radical though he be, warned us that this would be the case. ‘ I  
admit fully,’ said he, ‘ let us be honest about it, that i f  you let the Noncon­
formist into the churchyard it is only a step towards letting him into the 
church.’ Now we have Mr. R. W . Dale, one of the accredited Liberationist 
leaders, openly avowing that this is their intention. SpeakiDg at a meeting 
at Birmingham on April 18, he made this unequivocal statement:— ‘ Noncon­
formists had not concealed what their real intentions were. What they were 
going in for was complete relic/ions equality in life as well as in death; and as 
they asserted that the graveyards belonged to the parish, so they asserted that 
the church belonged to the parish. They did not intend to disguise how far 
their principles carried them.’ Let Churchmen, who think concessions to 
Nonconformists in the matter o f burial services w ill bring peace, mark this 
well. The present attack is on the church as well as the churchyard. 
Surrender the latter, and the whole force of Nonconformist agitation will be 
turned on the former. I f  Nonconformity once gains access to our church­
yards it will not rest there. I t  now tells us plainly it will try to force its way 
into the church. This can never be permitted, whatever resistance may cost. 
The only way, then, to prevent a deadly struggle is to keep the Noncon­
formists, as at present, outside our churchyards. Thus only can we be safe 
from internecine warfare between Church and Dissent in every parish in the 
land.— National Church.

Ca s t l e  D o n n in o t o n . — A  two-light Munich stained-glass window has just 
been erected at Castle Donnington Church, near Derby, to the memory of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Ann Wyer. The subject is, ‘ The Presentation in the Temple.’ 
I t  is from the studio o f Messrs. Mayer & Co. of Munich and London.

T h e  parish church of Overton, in the county of Wilts, which is in a 
dilapidated state, is about to be rebuilt and enlarged at a cost of between 
three and four thousand pounds. The trustees of Sir H . Meux, Bart, have 
contributed very handsomely towards the fund.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

Genuine Com positions, &c.
StB,— I  am glad to And that1 Vigorniensis,’ in your issue for April 28, sup­

ports my protest against the variation by others of original compositions. At 
the same time I  can bear him out in his remarks upon the closeness with 
which the calling of certain peals is guarded. The remedy for this, however, is 
at hand, if  only there is sufficient breadth of mind amongst ringers to adopt it. 
Already a large number o f societies of ringers exists, and as each year 
this number is increasing, I  hope that before long the time will arrive when 
few peals will be rung the performers in which will not belong to some such 
society, which will record their doings in its books. Now i f  each society will 
consider it  as necessary to record the calling of its performances as any other 
of the details, it will then— so that its honour cannot be questioned— become 
a personal matter for the executive of each society only to admit true and 
genuine compositions. At the same time, the more accessible to the public 
these records are, the more effectively will the remedy be worked.

Anyone who has seen the records o f the Society of Union Scholars, which 
Mr. Tuke and I  have lately had printed, will see that this is no new idea, and 
can also form some idea of how extremely interesting such records as those 
of the College and Cumberland Youths would be had the calling of each peal, 
on its first performance, been noted. I  believe that o f the hundreds of peals 
performed by these societies the calling only o f one rung by the Cumberlands 
is given, whilst I  do notknowthat even one by tbe College Youths is recorded: 
in fact, in many instances the composer’s name is not even mentioned.

The Yorkshire Association of Change-ringers is, I  am glad to say, 
endeavouring to carry out to the full the principles I  am now advocating. 
As the calling of each peal, on its first performance by the Society, is recorded, 
the yearly printed report places a copy of each year’s doings in the hands of 
each member, whilst any of the public can, for a very small sum, obtain

similar copies. This, I  may add, so far as the experience of the Society 
shows, can he done for a very small expenditure.

The paragraph in your issue for April 28, which Mr. Dains sends you from 
the Annual Register, is one which I  have had a copy of for some time, having 
found it in an old note-book of Mr. Osborne’s lent me by a ringing friend. 
This note, in Mr. Osborne's writing, is appended,— ‘ The above is all false.
E. J. 0 . ’ Even without this note I  should not myselfhave believed it, as it 
was not until many years after this date that such a length was composed. 
The Cumberlands rang a long length on the Edmonton Bells on April 28th, 
1800, and particulars of this peal, and Shipway’s remarks several years after­
wards on the lengths composed in Treble Bob Major at that time, may be 
found in my paper on Treble Bob in Church Bells.

I t  is remarkable why these endeavours are made to impose on the public ; 
and while I  could quote many instances in which fictitious performances have 
found their way into print, I  will give one further example from the same 
source as the one quoted by Mr. Dains:—

A n n u o l Register, 13 Oct. 1804.— ‘ A  singular accident happened a t the n ew  church, 
Dagenham, Essex. The Society o f  Cum berland You ths w ere  in v ited  to  open the new  
peal o f  bells, on w hich  th ey  perform ed in  the m orn ing b y  rin g in g  700S changes o f  Oxford  
Treb le  Bob in  4 honrs and 49 rains, bu t in  the even ing M r. Channon, Master o f  the Society, 
w ished to oblige the inhabitants o f  tho village w ith  another peal, when, un fortunately, his 
le g  g o t entangled in  the rope, w h ich  drew  him  up to the n ex t loft, and, fa lling thence on 
h is head, was k illed  011 the spot, the part o f  the sku ll being  beat in  so that th e  brains 
oozed out through the cavities .’

Mr. Osborne adds, “ 0 Bells, tenor 13 ewt. The above is all false. 
Mr. Channon read this account himself in 1825.— E. J. O.’

J a s p e r  W . S n o w b o h .
A  Question,

Sib,— Is George Goss, whose death was mentioned in your issue for April 
28, a misprint for George Gross, of whom there were father and son? For 
I  find, on reference to the Edmonton tablets in Church Bells for June 2, 1872, 
that these ringers, belonging to both the Cumberlands and tbe College 
Youths, rang in Edmonton tower in 1794, 1795, and 1798. I  also find tbat 
the elder George rang at St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch, on April 1, and at St. 
Mary-le-Bow on January 3, 1803 (see Church Bells for March 2 and June 15, 
1872). And also that he was both composer and conductor.^ I f  this be the 
man meant, then his death could not have happened as described by you.

S im o n  Cox.

Ancien t Society  o f  Co llege  Youths. Established 1637.
T es tim on ia l to M r. H a ley .

On Friday, April 27th, the members of the above Society met at their 
house, the ‘ King’s Head,’ Great Winchester Street, Southwark, to celebrate 
the anniversary of their two great performances ; viz. the 15,840 Kent Treble 
Eight, rung by them at St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green, and the 8580 Stedman’s 
Cinques, rung at St. Michael's, Cornhill. Nei:her of these peals has yet been 
surpassed. Both were called by Mr. H . W. Haley, and their truth and merits 
have never been called in question.

The members sat down to an excellent repast. The cloth having been 
removed, the Chairman, after a short complimentary speech, handed to Mr. 
Haley, on behalf of the Society of College Youths, a purse of sovereigns, as a 
token of their esteem and of their appreciation of his abilities as a ringer, 
bob-caller, and companion, who has used his utmost endeavours to advance 
the science of ringing and to improve the position of ringers. Mr. Haley 
heartily thanked the members o f the Society, both London and country, tor 
this token of their good feeling, which he fully reciprocated.

G. A. M o s k e t t , Secretary.
Tadcaster, Yorksh ire.

On Thursday week the inhabitants of this town were charmed by hearing 
once more the music of their church bells, after a dismal silence of many 
months. The church has been rebuilt, and likewise tbe tower from the bell- 
chamber upwards, and the opening day is fixed for the 29th of this m o D th . 
Tbe work of taking down and replacing the bells was intrusted to Mr. Mallaby, 
o f Masham. They were cast in York, rather more than ninety years ago. 
They are six; the tenor about 14 cwt., in F.

C h ange-ringing at H ind ley, Lancashire.
On Wednesday, April 18, Mr. John Holt’s ten-part peal of 5040 Grand- 

sire Triples was rung by R. Calland, 1; E. Prescott, 2 ; E. Brown, 3; W. 
Chisnall, 4 ; G. Walker, 5; T. Tickle, 6 ; J. Prescott, 7; W. Westhead, 8. 
Conducted by Mr. J. Prescott. Tenor, 14J cwt. Time, 2 hrs. 52 mins.

Change-ringing at A ld ford , Cheshire.
On Saturday, April 28, the village Society rang a peal of 720 Grandsire 

Minor in 28 mins. The ringers were :— R. Barlow, 1 ; T. Bassnett, 2 ; W. 
Manning, 3; J. Manning, 4; G. Thomas (conductor), 5 ; C. Price, 6. Also three 
peals of Stedmari’s Doubles were rung the same evening, consisting o f 360 
changes. The ringers were:— !Y. Manning, 1; T. Bassnett, 2 ; C. Price, 3; 
J. Manning, 4; C. Thomas (conductor), 5; J. Boughey, 6. These being the 
first peals ever rung on these bells, or by any of the above-mentioned, in 
Stedman’s principles. Tenor, 14 cwt. 3 qrs.

M uffled Pea ls at L iversedge , Yorkshire.
T h e s e  peals were rung by ringers from many places on the 28th ult., as 

a token of respect for Mr. Obadiah Long, an old and well-known ringer in 
Yorkshire, who died on the 26th ult., aged 75 years.

D ate Touches.
A t  Waterford, on the 27th ult., 1877 Grandsire Triples, in 1 hr. 6 mins. 

At 'Glemsford, Suffolk, on the 28th ult., 1877 Variation touches in several 
methods, in 1 hr. 25 mins.  __________

Rxchived also.—8. Barker. H. Bastablc, F. B, King. H. Sibfcllorpe : did pot enclose 
stamps. Your bell is bad—return it.
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B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

Genuine Com positions, &c.
Sir ,— Referring to the observations I  made in my letter, -which appeared in 

your issue of the 28th ultimo, and also to Mr. Snowdon’s letter of last week, 
I  may say that in the course of my own personal experience in the exercise, 
several cases have occurred in which I  have, unwittingly of course, been con­
cerned in attempts at peals the compositions of which were afterwards found 
to be erroneous. As the above-named gentleman truly observes, the1 calling’ 
of peals, in frequent instances is so jealously kept close, that it becomes 
impossible for anyone anxious to be on the safe side, to have access to a copy 
of the production in time to prevent what may turn out to be a misfortune. 
The vanity and obstinacy of some in endeavouring to substantiate error 
against truth cannot be too severely deprecated.

In  my letter before alluded to, I  hinted that these evils existed, as I  
believe, in the provinces. As a rule, I  hold that such irregularities could not 
and do not abound in the metropolis. Solitary instances have however been 
known of London ringers performing peals which proved to be false on ex­
amination, but such oases have been few and far between. Woe he to the 
bob-caller of a false-peal should his performance take place within earshot of 
that gentleman whom the other night the College Youths delighted to honour! 
H e may safely calculate upon being ‘ bowled-out,’ should a fitting opportunity 
ever present itself.

As to the records o f the composition of peals rung hy the College Youths 
and Cumberlands, referred to likewise by Mr. Snowdon, I  think he will find, 
in the old peal-book of the first-named company, several instances where the 
peals are given.

Ringers are accused sometimes of being conservative in their notions, as 
regards the exercise. Not altogether undeserved, perhaps. For example :— 
fit. Matthias’ steeple is closed to anyone— hut tbe favoured few— for a peal of 
Stedman; or the same barrier exists at St. Silas’ i f  a company— not the 
would-be monopolists— wish to attempt a peal of Treble Bob ; or at St. 
Anthony’s, ‘ No peal can be allowed unless I  am one o f the party,’— says the 
steeple-keeper and major-domo of the belfry. These restrictions, unless good 
reasons can be advanced for their existence, are merely contemptible. To 
those who desire to maintain such a deplorable state of affairs I  would recom­
mend them to emulate the respected steeple-keeper of St. Matthew, Bethnal 
Green, who is at all times most happy and willing to assist any young ringer 
in the pursuit of the object of his wishes— it may be at great personal incon­
venience— and who will render that assistance which is not to he found at 
very many places throughout the land.

And now one more remark about the Earlsheaton performance. The 
gentlemen of that place, not having replied to the various strictures recently 
passed on their so-called peal— their opponents must he considered to have 
made good their case— the Yorkshire fiction must therefore he consigned to 
limbo, and will hold no place among the annals of change-ringing. By the 
Ancient Society of College Youths, the palm of victory will, then, still he held, 
and any successful attempt to deprive them of it must he characterised, not 
only by a few hundred more changes, hut the same precision of striking that 
distinguished the peal at Bethnal Green, which performance— had those 
gentlemen engaged in it afterwards retired from the ringing arena—has won 
for them that renown which will only perish with the science itself.

V ioo h nieh sis .
B ell-rin gers  on Strike.

The bell-ringers of the parish church of St. Mary, Twickenham, are now- 
on strike. I t  appears that on Saturday, May Oth, notwithstanding the consent 
given them hy the parish churchwarden (Mr. Lindsey) to ring three peals 
during the afternoon 011 that day to commemorate the opening of the new club 
(the <Means) at < Means House, the Rev. H . T. Limpus, vicar of Twickenham, 
declined to allow the bells to be used for such a purpose. The ringers there­
upon announced that as they were not permitted to earn a few shillings by 
ringing the hells on that day they should not ring on the Sabbath, and on 
Sunday they kept their word, and still remain on strike. I t  was urged on the 
part of the ringers that the club would be a good thing for Twickenham; hut 
the Vicar failed to see that, because a few tradesmen in the place would he 
benefited, this should he deemed a sufficient reason to set the church hells 
ringing.

[W e are sorry to record the above untoward occurrence, hut we commend 
the Vicar for his conduct; and i f  the ringers are of the right sort they surely 
will soon see that they made a mistake, as the church bells were not set up 
for the uses to which they wished to apply them.— E d .]

Chagford, D evon .
T h e  addition of two hells to the tower of the parish church was celebrated 

with a special dedication on Sunday, May Oth. The sermon was preached by 
the Hector, the Rev. G. H . Hames, from 2 Chron. iv. 17, 1 On the plain of 
Jordan did the king east them, in the clay ground between Succoth and 
/ieredatha ; ’ a'ter which short prayers were offered up, the eight bells chiming 
a few rounds between each. The effect was good. The church was crowded. 
The weight of the new treble bell is G cwt., and the second, G cwt. 2 qrs. 4 lbs., 
by Messrs. Taylor. Loughborough. The contract has been carried out hy 
Mr. W. Aggett, bell-lianger.

Tunstead, Norfolk.
A ete r  the evening service on Ascension Day, the following members of 

the company belonging to this village rang their first 720 of Plain Bob 
M i n o r F .  Ward, 1 • Rev. G. II. Harris, 2 : J. Shreeve, 8 I J. Gower, 4 ; IV. 
Robinson. 5; S, Pratt (conductor), tenor. The ring was increased to six only 
last Christmas, so that tlie company, who were all notices at six-bcll work, 
have done fairly well in accomplishing the above.

T h e  Cox Testim on ia l Fund.
S ir,—In  acknowledging a few other subscriptions to this fund I  am 

requested to inform members and friends generally that the Royal Cumber­
land Society’s Annual Supper will take place at the ‘ Green Man,’ St. Martin’s 
Lane, on Friday evening, June 1st, and that 011 this occasion the presentation 
of the Testimonial w ill also take place, the subscription list being closed. 

Already announced ..  .. .. ... .. H38 0 0
Messrs. Gillet and Bland, clock-makers, &c., Croydon 1 1 °
Rev. J. Stewart, Spilsby, Lincolnshire .. .. 0 10 0
Dr. Stainer, St. Paul’s, London   0 10 G
St. Lawrence Amateur Society of Bell-ringers, per

Rev. J. Stokes, Hon. Treasurer .. .. 0 10 G
Shepherd’s Bush Campanological Band, per Mr.

W. Antill ....................................  0 10 6
Mr. IV. Shade, 2s. 6d .; Mr. G. Shade, 2s. Gd.; Mr.

H. Shade, 2s. 6d .; Mr. Foreman, Is .; and
Mr. Robinson, Is.— Greenwich Ringers .. 0 0 G

Mr. Potter, 2s. 6d. ; Mr. R. Jameson, 2s. Gd.; and
Mr. A. Haywood (2nd), 2s. 6d. ..  .. 0 7 G

T o t a l ..........................................£42 11 G
Hy. Dains, Son. Secretary and Treasurer.

p.g.— Allow me to apologise for sending you the quotation from the 
Annual Register for 1800, and I  regret that my credulity led me into the 
error which caused Mr. Snowdon the trouble of writing you on the subject,

Date Touch .
On tlie evening of the 4th inst., 1877 Grandsire Triples were rung at St. 

Peter’s Church, Hindley, Lancashire, as a welcome to the curate, who had 
returned home with a bride.

B E L F E Y  EE CO ED S.
S T . M A R Y ’ S, B U R Y  S T . E D M U N D ’ S, S U F F O L K .

900. A p r i l  16th, 1799, W as Bung i l l  th is Steeple B y  the Bul-y Company the whole Pea l 
o f Grandsire Triples, 5040ohauges, in  3 hours and 15 m inutes, Perform ed  B y  the Fo llow ing 
P erson s:—
Jas. Marshall, Treble. 
Thos. Robinson, Second. 
Dan. W ebber, Third .

Robt. Pawsey, Fourth . J Thos. Gurney, sen. Seventh. 
Robt. M artin , F ifth  .Tames Ward, Tenor.

  Jams. Rawlinson, Sixth. I Robt. Martin Called tbe Peal.
N .B . th is Peal was N ever Before Com pleted in th is County.

901. M a r c h  5th, 1779, Was R u n g  in  th is Steeple B y  th e  B ury  Com pany a Com plete Peal 
o f 5040 changes o f Bob Major, in  3 hours and 5 m inutes, w h ich  was N ever Done in  this 
T ow n  Before. Perform ed B y  the Fo llow in g  P erson s :—

W m . W righ t, Treble. | Chas. Sculpher, Fourth . I W inw . Frost, Seventh.
Jas. W inn , Second. Thos. Gurney, F ifth . W m . D igbey, Tenor, and
Rob. M artin , Th ird . | John Simpson, Sixth . | Called the Peal.

mu^U I  Churchwardens.Thos. Rutter, )
The Bells was R ehung B y  W m . Sm ith  o f  B radfield .

C L Y S T  S T . G E O R G E , D E V O N . (T a b le ts  in the B e lfry . )
902. B e  i t  rem em bered, tha t on M onday, the 24th o f  N ovem ber, 1862, the R in g  o f musical 

Bells la te ly  augm ented to  six b y  the add ition  o f a new -Treb le to  the M em ory o f Prince 
A lbert, was inaugurated b y  a  solemn service a t tb e  Church j and opened, in  a m asterly 
style, b y  a band o f R ingers from  Bristol, v i z . :

John W ilkey . Treble. | James M aw ditt, Th ird . W illiam  Thomas, F ifth .
A lfred  Y o rk , Second. | W illiam  Dow ling, Fourth . | W illiam  Stadden, Tenor.

W eigh t o f Tenor, A  flat, 11 cwt.
A ssisted  and attested b y  M r. H . Boswell, o f the Cumberland Society, London.

James M aw ditt, Conductor.
Peals before the S e r v i c e T w o  s ix  scores o f Grandsiro Doubles, tw o  courses o f  K en t 

Treb le Bob, tw o s ix  scores o f  Steadm an’s m inor. Peals a fter the S ervice:— 720 K en t -Treble 
Bob m inor, tw o  s ix  scores o f  Steadman’s, th ree s ix  scores o f Grandsiro Doubles, <20 G iand- 
sire m inor, one s ix  score o f  Grandsire Doubles. . . .  . r ~

These are th e  first peals o f  scientific Changes ever rung m  th is  part o f  the County.
L aus  D eo .

H . T. Ellacombe, M .A ., Rector. 
S lliam HeHier, 1 Churcllwardens.
Thomas Warren, j

903. B e  i t  rem em bered, tbat on M onday Afternoon, tb e  iO tb o f  August, 1SG9, the 
m em bers o f  the Ancien t Society o f  College Youths, established 1637. who cam efrom  London 
to  r in g  the noble Bells o f  the E xe te r  • athcdral, paid  their respects to the Hector ot this 
Parish, and gra tified  h im  and the V illagers b y  ringing th e  fo llow ing peais :— 7 20 Oxford 
Treb le Bob M inor, 720 K en t Treb le  Bob M inor, one s ix  score o f Steadman s Doubles, lh ese 
Peals o f  T reb le  Bob w ere struck in  a m ost even m asterly  style in  tw en ty -five  m inutes, by  
the fo llow ing performers. The F irs t Peal by  n  ...

H . H a ley  Treble <b | J. P ettit, Second. G. Ferris, Fourth . M . Hayes, Tenor,
Conductor. \ M . W ood, T h ird . | H . Booth, F ifth . \ 13 c w t , G sharp.

The Second Pea l b y
C. L ee  Treble. I G. Musket, Th ird . | W . Cooter, F ifth , Conductor.
R. H aw orth , Second. | J. D w igh t, Fourth . ! M . Hayes,, Tenor.

H . T . E llacombe, M .A ., Rector.

<t ° v 11 S elUer’ 1 Churchwardens.John Page, J
904. B e  i t  rem em bered, tha t on F riday, the 26th o f  December, 1S73, the Huntsham 

Society o f  Change-ringers paid  their respects to  the Rector o f  this Parish, and gra tified  him  
and the v illagers b y  rin g in g  Three s ix  scores o f  Grandsire Doubles, 720 K en t Treb le Bob 
m inor, three s ix  scores o f  Steadman’s Doubles, and other touches in  each m ethod. Ih e  
R ingers (w h o  changed th e  stations in  each peal) w ere

C. W . T royte . R . Troyte. H . Payne. R- F ry .
T. E. T royte. T. Nourish. A . J . Davey.

Conducted b y  C. W . Trovte, Esq., and M r. W . Banister, from  Devon port, a ll but one being 
M em bers o f  the A ncien t Society o f  College Youths.

In  one o f  the Grandsire Touches the R ector rang tbe Treble.
B e i t  also rem em bered, that on Saturday, the 26th o f  Decem ber 1874, several m em bers 

o f  the Guild o f  D evonsh ire R ingers, from  E xeter  and the neighbourhood, visited  th is  Belfry  
and rang E igh t Peals o f  s ix  scores o f Grandsire Doubles. The R ingers w ere :

S. M a id en  *  W . C. Marsh I T. M oxey , Third . I J . C_ Palm er, F ifth
(in terchangeably ), the Treble. W . B. Fulford, Fourth. M . J Southwood, Tenor.

w . Bradford, Second. | I Conducted by  T. C. Palm er.
In  one o f  the Touches the Rector rang tbe treb le.

H . T . Ellacombe, M .A ., Rector.

W  ^jr ^ M l ’icr }  ^ tm h ic a rd c m ,

Received a l s o . — G. 1' .  Cole.
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who nominally interpret, and really to a great extent make, laws for her, as 
for the nation at large. I t  is really much more important, and that for the 
following reason:— When the Legislature of the nation is dissatisfied with the 
interpretation put on its enactments by the judges, it has nothing to do hut 
to substitute a new clause, clearly expressing its will, for that which has been 
misunderstood.

I t  is perfectly free to repeal, alter, re enact, in whatever direction, and to 
whatever extent, it likes. Hence, judge-made law is never in civil matters 
any great grievance. Directly it injuriously affects any interest sufficiently 
important it is revised. Not so in ecclesiastical matters. The only legis­
lative body which in anyway represents the Church— Convocation— cannot freely 
take upon itself the revision of such judge-made law by State officials, as does 
not represent its w ill : firstly, because it cannot move without receiving per­
mission from the State; secondly, because, when it has that permission, it 
cannot speak with authority, owing to its need of reform, and its authorities 
are doubtful whether it can reform itself without the permission of Parlia­
ment; thirdly, because, i f  it gave expression to its will in a matter, e, jr., so 
entirely within its proper sphere, as the ornaments of the priest and the 
Church at tlie celebration of the Holy Eucharist, it fears with only too good 
reason lest it should come into collision with Parliament, and provoke 
counter-legislation. I f  this state of things is not one in which the authority 
o f the State is exercised over the Church, and riveted upon the Church, I  
should be truly glad for Mr. Gurney to point it out. I t  it is, I  claim him as 
a malcontent with myself and an increasing number of Churchmen. I  think 
he will hardly contest that the ordering of the Church’s ritual is a spiritual 
matter. But I  have only taken the Ornaments question as an illustration of 
my position, which from the interest just now attaching to it all will under­
stand. I t  is just the same in things more sacred than ritual. Does Mr. 
Gurney think that i f  the Church, being aggrieved by the judgment in Flavel 
v. Cook, wishes to define more clearly the terms o f communion with her, her 
intentions w ill not be overridden by Parliament? I t  seems to me tbat no one 
can read the speeches in Committee on the Burial Bill in the House, o f Lords, 
and entertain any doubt on the subject. And, i f  so, can it be maintained, 
because the Church knowing the issue avoids the collision, that the State 
does not exercise authority over the Church ?

This letter has run to sucli a length that I  must reserve, with your per­
mission, a few more words I  have to say on Mr. Gurney’s letter for your next 
issue. I  will only add now that, i f  I  misrepresented what he said about the 
religion of four-fifths of the M .P.’s., I  tender hint my sincere apologies. But 
I  can’t help thinking lie will find it was Church Belle that made the error, not 
I, for I  was very careful in referring to his words as they are printed. Un­
fortunately I  cannot verify my impression, as I  do not keep my old numbers.

Brighton, May Hind, 1877. IV. JEFFEEYS H il l s .

T h e  Sunday Question.
S ir ,— A  few days ago (last Tuesday I  think it was, but no matter) I  was on 

board a Thames steamer belonging to the London Steamboat Co., and the 
so-called Sunday question being in my mind I  bethought me to try and learn 
how it affected the second officer of the boat, he happening to be standing 
near me. So I  asked liim how many Sundays he was off duty now : his reply 
was, that he bad to work every Sunday: that during the four winter months 
lie got a holiday every third Sunday, but that for the other eight months of 
the year he had about thirteen hours a-day of it, weekdays and Sundays alike. 
H e told me he was fond of good beer and grog, and that he could not agree 
with me as to the merits o f plain water as a beverage.

My arrival at my destination interrupted the conversation, which I  re­
gretted, for my friend was an intelligent, respectable sort of a man. But what 
must be the religious and moral chances of a man tvho day by day, for eight 
months in succession, is deprived of every possible opportunity of attending 
even the most elementary form o f public worship, and probably, under the 
circumstances of only six or eight Sundays per annum free, has never been 
inside a place of worship for years?

I  often think that if  some of those who are well-meaning men, and yet 
abet the Sunday opening of places of amusement for plausible reasons, would 
institute from time to time a few inquiries o f their own below the surface, 
they would soon leave this anti-Christian movement to its only honest and 
consistent patrons: namely, the Bradlaughs, and Holyoakes, and Baxter- 
Langleys; in other words, to the Secularists and Infidels generally. I t  is 
essentially an Infidel movement, and I think it a matter of grave misfortune 
that Dean Stanley and a handful of London clergy should have degraded 
themselves the other day by joining hand-in-hand with various Materialistic 
philosophers, <fcc., in an effort to undermine not only one of the most valuable 
o f English customs, Hewed socially, but one of the fundamental points of 
Christianity, and a barrier o f no ordinary strength against Infidelity.

I  would strongly urge those who profess a desire to befriend the working 
classes as to this matter, to begin by investigating for themselves, as I  have 
done, what are the wishes of the working-classes herein. Let them ask some 
railway engine-drivers, porters, London cah and omnibus men, how they like 
the present system of Sunday amusements and excursions, and whether they 
would wish it to he extended in all directions ? My own researches lead me 
to express strongly my concurrence in what Lord Saudon said to the Crystal 
Palace Sunday-closing deputation on May 4. to the effect that, as a member 
for a large industrial constituency, he was perfectly certain that the working 
classes as a rule had no desire to see existing Sunday restrictions removed, 
believing that tbe introduction into England of the Erench Sunday would 
ultimately mean seven days’ work for six days’ pay. G. F. Cham bers .

Eastbourne, May  21, 1877.
P.S.— 1 might as well add that another London steamboat man a fortnight 

previously gave me almost the same account of his Sunday toil and little rest. 
The fact that Hampton Court Palace and the Kew Botanic Gardens are 
open on Sundays soems to have much to clo with the excessive summer Sunday- 
Work on the Thames steamers.

St. A n d rew ’ s W aters id e  Church M ission.
T h e  Hon. Sec. begs to acknowledge, with thanks, a package of books 

from ‘ F. A. M.,’ with 2s. 6d. in stamps to pay carriage.
Dep6t, 30 Oily Chambers, Fenchurch Street Station, E .C .

‘ J. H . H .’— It  appeared to us that one expression of (substantially) tbe 
same views was sufficient for the purpose. A t the same time we thank you 
for both your letters.

‘  W . B . P r a t t .’— Thanks. I t  is not our rule to admit poetry in Church 
Bells, but we may find other use for it.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

Change-ringing at Braughing, H erts.
On Friday, May 11th, the Benington Society of Change-ringers— it being 

their ringing anniversary— visited the town of Braughing and rang:— Sted­
man’s Triples, 100S; Double Norwich Court, 44S ; Superlative Surprise, 148 ; 
London Surprise, 448; Cambridge Surprise, 448; Kent Treble Bob, 070 : 
total, 3370. Tenor, 19 cwt., in F. N. Warner, 1; J. Kitchener, 2 ; L. Proctor, 
Esq., 3 ; L . Chapman, 4 : S. Page, 0; J. Kitchener, 6 ; C. Shambrook, 7 ; T. 
Page, 8. Conducted by T. Page.

Change-ringing at St. S idw ell’s, Exeter.
On Sunday morning, May 13tli, the St. Sid well’s ringers (members of 

the Devonshire Guild) rang a peal of Grandsire Minor, consisting of 720 
changes. The hells were taken as follows :—T . Shepherd, 1; S. Pearden, 2 ; 
W. H. Marsh, 3; C. D. Daniel, 4 ; W. C. Marsh, 5 ; W . B. Fulford, G. This 
is the first peal of Grandsire Minor ever rung on St. SiclwelVs hells. Con­
duced by Mr. Walter Marsh.

M uffled P ea l at Daresbury.
O n  Friday, May 18th, the remains of Miss Chadwick, of Bun corn, were 

interredin the family vault in Daresbury Church. The ringers after the 
burial service rang a muffled peal as a last tribute of respect to her memory. 
The peal consisted of 1227 changes, being as many changes as the number of 
weeks in the late Miss Chadwick’s life. The bells were brought round in 
40 mins. by T. Houghton, conductor, 1; P. Johnson, 2 ; T. Ellison, 3; 
P . Hamblett, 4 ; J. Ellison, 5 ; T. Houghton, Junr., 0.

D ate Touches.
A t  Piotherham, on the 12th inst., 1877 Stedman’s Caters, in 22 mins. 

 At Hull, on the 8tli inst., 1877 Grandsire Triples, in 1 hr. 3 mins.

B E L F R Y  RECORDS.
D O C K Y A R D  C H A P E L ,  D E V O N P O R T .  (T ab lets  in the B e lfry .)

905. O n Saturday, N ov . 2nd, 1867, the society o f  ringers o f  this establishment accom­
plished on these bells a true and com plete peal o f Grandsire tvipples, com prising 5040 
changes, in  tw o  hours and 65 m inutes, as follows, v i z . :—
H y . Goodhind, Tripp le . Clias. Percival, Fourth . | Chas. Sm ith, Sixth.

~  ’ • ~ ’  R ichd . Ford, F ifth . John Baxter, Seventh.Elisha Parting, Second. 
W m . Banister, Third. Robt. Sm itb, Tenor.

The peal contained 194 Bobs and 46 S ingles, was conducted b y  W m .B an ister, and is the 
first com plete peal o f T ripp les rung b y  any society in  the W estern Counties.

A dm ira l the Hon. J . R . Drum m ond, C.B. Superintendent.
A . Moore, Esq., Master Shipwright.
T. M iller, Esq., Chief Engineer.
Rev. R . B. Hom e, B .A ., Chaplain.

906. On  Saturday, Jauy. 11th, 186S, the fo llow in g  members o f  the Anc ien t Society o f 
College Youths, established in London in  1637, rang on these bells a true and com plete peal 
o f Grandsire tripples, com prising 5040 changes, in  three hours, v i z . :—

J. Baxter1, Tripple. I J. C. Troyte, Esq., Fourth . I Chas. Smith, Sixth.
E. Parling, Second. Joseph D ixon , F ifth .  H  R . Trelaw ny, Esq.,£a ’enf/t.
W . Banister, Th ird . I I J. Eastabrook, Tenor.

Composed and conducted by  W . Banister.
A dm ira l the Hon. J. R. Drummond, C.B., Superintendent. 
Capt. J. C. Pullen, Master Attendant, )
A . Moore, Esq., Master Shipwright, j- Chapel 1 Far dens.
j .  Kevern , Esq., S top  Surgeon, )
Rev. R . B. Hom e, B .A ., Chaplain. >

S T . M A R G A R E T ’S, L E IC E S T E R .  (T ab lets  in the B elfry .)
907. T h e .fo llow in g  peals have been rung b y  the Society o f Leicester Scholars
M ay 3rd, 1773, a com plete peal o f 5090 Grandsire Tripples, in  3 hours and IS m inuets. 
Jan. 21st, 1775, M r. H o lt ’s com plete peal o f  5040 Grandsire tripples, in  3 hours and 20 

m inuets.
Aug. 12, 1776, a peal o f  6012 Grandsire Caters in  the titoms, in  4 hours and 20 minuets. 
A n d  on Feb. 25th, 1777, was rang a peal o f 10,0S0 Grandsire Caters, in  th e  titoms, in  7 

hours and 12 minuets, b y  th e  fo llow ing persons, viz.
W illiam  R yder, Treble. 
Benjam in W arbuton, Second\. 
Thom as Arm strong, Third . 
Thomas Scott, Fourth .

W illiam  Thacker, F ifth . 
John Martin, Sixth. 
M ark  Graham, Seventh.

Joseph Sm ith, Eighth. 
W illiam  Bull, N inth . 
James Slack and R ichard 

W righ t, Tenor.

Richard  Catling, F ifth . 
Thom as C lark, S ixth . 
John W arburton, Seventh.

90S. On Monday, the 30th May, 1803, was raug a true and com plete peal o f  5040 Bob 
oyals in  tbe titom s, in  3 hours and 32 m inuets, b y  the fo llow ing persons, v iz . :—
~ “  ’ '  ‘ * Thom as Stringer, Eighth.

George Taylor, N in th . 
Thomas Sibson and John 

Clark, Tenor.
Composed and called b y  Thomas Sibson.

909. On  Tuesday, June 12th, 1832, was rang a peal 5507 Grandsire Caters, in  3 hours and 
43 m inuets.

And on Easter Monday, A p r il 24th, 1S48, was rang a peal o f 6012 Grandsire Caters, in 
4 hours and 3 minuets. The last peal by the fo llow ing persons, v iz  :—

Roya
Samuel Wise, Treble. 
Thomas W ills, Second. 
John Skelton, Th ird . 
Thom as Scott, Fourth .

John Smart, Treble. 
James Johnson, Second. 
James Ruffell, Th ird . 
John Siddons, Fourth .

Joseph Pickard, F ifth . 
Thomas Langham , Sixth. 
Thomas M illis, Seventh.

W illiam  Langley , Eighth. 
Edw ard  Biggs, N in th . 
F rederick  H ubbard  and 

Thomas Johnson, Tenor.
The above peals were conducted b y  E dw ard  B iggs. W eigh t o f  tenor, about 30 cw t, 

R e c e i v e d  a l s o .— Yigilans.
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A  P L E A  F O R  R IN G E R S  A N D  R I N G I N G ;
OE,

Change-ringing, w hy not m ore Cu ltivated  and E ncouraged ?

B y  th e  R e v .  G . H .  H a r r is ,  V ic a r  o f  T u n s te a d , N o r fo lk .

R ikctIEo and Drinking were for many years so closely associated together 
in men’s minds, that i f  a man happened in conversation to let fall that he 
was a linger the bystanders at once looked upon him as a doubtful character, 
ready, when occasion offered, to imbibe any amount of beer. Possibly there 
were fair grounds for this accusation; but i f  so, let not the blame rest entirely 
on the shoulders of the poor ringers. They merited, doubtless, a goodly 
portion of i t ; but much ought to fall upon those who utterly neglected— nay, 
too often despised— the ringing fraternity. The ringers were, for the most 
part, left entirely to themselves to ring when and how they pleased ; the right 
hand of fellowship was never held out to them ; they were looked upon as 
black sheep, not worth caring for. The consequences may be easily imagined : 
they verified the old saying, ‘ Give a dog a bad name,’ &e. I f  they were not 
the characters that they were deemed to be, they too frequently became such. 
Despised by their neighbours, they took their revenge by despising them, and 
associating with all the choice spirits to be found in tbe tap-room hard by the 
tower.

This state of things is now, to a great extent, past and gone, hut it is not 
entirely forgotten. When urging men to take up and encourage the science 
of change-ringing, one is often met with the remark, 1 But ringing must be 
such hard work; ringers require so much beer,’ &c. This is not the case. 
Ringing, to begin with, is not very laborious; otherwise we should not find, as 
we do every week, men ringing peals which occupy three hours and more in 
the ringing, and that without any expectation of a fee or a reward; and then, 
as for the beer afterwards, there will, o f course, be some refreshment 
required, and naturally so, after a long peal or a long practice ; but, generally 
speaking, ringers— especially men who are able to ring and take a delight in 
ringing these long peals— require no more beer, perhaps not so much, as men 
of the same class who simply follow their usual occupations. Another remark 
one meets with is, 1 But ringers do not like to be interfered with; they are 
a jealous set of men; they like to go on in their own way, and would much 
prefer being left to themselves.’ On the contrary, those best acquainted 
with ringers believe that they would gladly -welcome the presence of any who 
take an interest in them and their science. I t  is their common complaint,
‘ No one cares for us or takes any notice of us; we never see our clergyman 
or churchwardens in the belfry, they seem to be afraid to come near us ; no 
doubt we are not a perfect set of men, and there is room for improvement in 
many ways, and we Wish to see our way to i t ; and i f  these and other gentle­
men would come among us many of our difficulties would shortly disappear.’ 
No gentleman need fear that he is intruding if  he ventures into the belfry, 
or expect a rebuff if he says he should like to join the company. On the 
contrary, he would be heartily welcomed. For want of encouragement, to the 
sorrow of the ringers, the greater portion of the companies are shorthanded 
— so much so, that when a good peal is to he rung the assistance of neigh­
bours is obliged to be sought for. Did but tbe clergy or churchwardens, or 
any of the leading gentry in a parish, encourage the ringers, or, better still, 
learn to handle a rope, there would be no lack of willing recruits.

A  gentleman thinks that i f  he ventures into the belfry he will at once he 
expected to put his hand into his pocket to find the wherewithal for drink. 
That is a great mistake ; and it is to be feared that some such an idea has 
prevented many persons from going to see the ringing. I t  would be an evil 
day for ringing i f  such a custom prevailed. No ! ringers— real ringers— do 
not ring for what they can get. Men who ring for money and suchlike are, 
generally speaking, men who cannot or will not take the trouble to ring any­
thing more than a number of set changes or a portion of some easy peal. 
Men of this description deserve but little encouragement; they are, as a rule, 
worth but little. They are often encouraged simply because the gentry know 
nothing about them or their art; they hear tlie bells going a certain time, and 
principally about Christmas, and that is enough for them. I f  gentlemen 
went up into the belfry they would, in too many cases, very soon find out wliat 
they might do for the ringers— how they could show them a kindness. I t  is 
something painful to go into some of the belfries and hear the lumbering over ­
head while the bells are swinging round. You know what it all means : dis­
couragement to the ringers; real hard work for them ; and, worst of all, a 
terrible amount of mischief to the bell-frames and possibly to the tower.
‘ 'Why don’t you get your bells repaired ?’ says the bystander. ‘ Oh, we can­
not do it ourselves,’ is the answer ; ‘ and it is no use our making any com­
plaint to the churchwardens or others: they say they cannot afford to spend 
any money on such things as bells ; and so we must go on till something 
breaks down, and then probably we shall have a stop put to our ringing alto­
gether. I t  is a great pity ; the bells are very good, and i f  a little money were 
wisely laid out they might go for many a year.’ I t  is a sad fact that most of 
our belfries are out of order, whilst some of them are in a disgraceful con­
dition— dirt and filth abounding, and the rain permitted at all times to play 
without let or hindrance into the chambers. A ll these things are a terrible 
discouragement to ringers, and the wonder is, not that there are so few, hut 
that there are so many men who, notwithstanding these drawbacks, still take 
up the art of change-ringing. Yet the state of our belfries is not to be 
wondered at when we call to mind into what a vofu l state of disrepair many 
o f the bodies of our churches—-the parts which men could see from week to 
week— had fallen. The lower portions o f our churches are now, we may 
thankfully say, with but few exceptions— and these are gradually becoming 
fewer— restored to something of their ancient glory, and men are turning 
their attention to the towers of their churches and their belfries; and not 
before it was needed, as many of the clergy could testify i f  they would venture

amongst the bells or see the neglected appearance o f the ringing-ehambers—  
no hat-pegs, a broken chair or two, and the floor covered with dirt and pieces 
of old rope.

There is a move taking place in the right direction, and there seem to be 
brighter and better days in store for tbe ringer. H e and his art are beginning 
to be looked upon with favour, and in many instances respect; people are 
beginning to find out there is something in ringing after all— that it is not 
simply the result of brute strength, that strength to pull the rope is of no 
use unless there accompany that strength some skill in handling it, and that 
if a man is to become a skilful change-ringer much thought, attention, and 
practice are required.

But though much is being done to encourage the ringers and ringing, 
there is room for much more energy in the work. Many of the clergy and 
laity seek to. promote the game o f cricket in their several parishes, as a 
healthy recreation for the younger portion of the community. Nothing is to 
be said against this— far from it. But i f  cricket is deemed worthy of en­
couragement, why not bell-ringing ? I t  is not encouraged as it ought to be, 
partly because of the prejudice against it, but principally because so few 
persons, comparatively speaking, know anything about the art.

Were people to seek to become acquainted with it they would soon find that 
it is, to take the lowest view of it, one of the best means of recreation that can 
be found ; and it can be had all the year round, but particularly at the time 
when it is most needed— namely, during the long winter evenings. The 
occupation is a most healthy one for the mind as well as the body ; and, when 
under proper supervision, the ringing-chamber may become a school for 
acquiring or strengthening the habits of regularity, self-denial, forbearance, 
and brotherly kindness. And thus— a point to be particularly observed— a 
number of young men (and these perhaps morally, for good or for evil, of 
great influence in a parish) may be trained to become habitual worshippers in 
the House of God who otherwise might grow up in utter disregard of the 
blessings of the Lord’s Day.

This is no fanciful picture: the truthfulness of it may be verified in many 
eases. May it be realised in many more ! And surely the hope o f such a 
result will he incentive enough to induce many to take the matter up heartily 
and earnestly. Yes ; heartily and earnestly ! For let not any one imagine 
that he is likely to do any good unless he personally interests himself in his 
ringers. I f  he does this he may effect much good, but- not otherwise: one 
instance may he quoted of what beneficial results may be attained in this way.
A  friend writes : ‘ When I  went into my parish I  found a lawless drinking set 
of ringers ; but now we have two sets of as respectable men as one could wish 
to meet with. This I  take to be the result of entering into the spirit of the 
thing myself, and being present at the practisings as often as possible.’

Every parish, with the exception doubtless of those containing but one or 
two hundred persons— and these probably have only two or three bells, the 
remainder of the ring having been sold in bygone days as useless— ought to 
have its company of ringers as well as its choir— the former ready and anxious 
to call the people to God’s House, and the latter to lead them when there in 
singing the praises of God. And why should not this bo the case? I t  might 
be so i f  we would all, clergy and laity, work together: if each one would ask 
himself, What more can I  do for my church and parish ? or, Ought I  not to 
be doing something ? Here is an opportunity for the churchwardens and the 
leading young men in a parish. "VVhat a happy thing it would be for them 
and their respective parishes i f  they could he induced to lend a helping hand, 
and to put on one side for a time the too-often all-engrossing cares, or busi­
ness, or pleasures of this life ! The handling a bell-rope may lead on to still 
higher and nobler work.

By way o f encouragement to beginners, it should be added that, though 
there is a certain amount of comparatively hard work at first, the worst is soon 
over; and as soon as the method of ringing a peal, or a portion of it, is 
mastered, the learner finds his pleasure and interest in the art increasing day 
by day, so much so that he scarcely, i f  ever, tires of it, and, as long as health 
and strength permit, he will be sure to be at his post on practice evenings. 
There are many to be seen at this day enjoying their pull who have attained 
the ripe old age of fourscore years and upwards. ODe old man, not many 
years since, when he could no longer stand to his work,-had his chair brought 
into the belfry, and there seated pulled in many a touch.

I t  might be well, especially in towns where the tower is surrounded by 
bouses, for the learners, ere they commence their work, to lash the clappers 
of the bells ( vide Troyte). They may then pull away to their hearts’ content, 
and the more so that they can have no fear that they are disturbing the 
equanimity of even their most sensitive neighbours. A  company may thus 
learn, as Mr. Wigram tells us has been done, to ring a peal without anyone 
outside the tower knowing what is going on within.

One word of caution to would-be ringers. Don’t be hurried on —festina 
lentc. Should there happen to be six or eight bells in your tower, don’t be 
persuaded to try your hand at change-ringing in any peal when those bells 
are all brought into use. Follow Mr. Troyte’s advice, and begin at the 
beginning. You will find at first quite enough to do to follow with your eyes 
four ropes, or even three, in addition to having to manage your own. Many 
a would-be ringer has been utterly ruined, as far as change-ringing is con­
cerned, by neglecting this precaution. It  seems grand to be flying high—-to 
be taking a part in ringing in a peal of six or eight bells —but bê  sure that 
here and at all times humility has its reward. Begin badly, and failure may 
be written after all your attempts. Begin well, master the rudiments, and 
you have then every chance of making rapid progress and becoming a pro­
ficient in the art of change-ringing.

The concluding words shall be some which fell from Mr. Troyte’s lips at 
the Church Congress at Plymouth :— ‘ I  may say, without, I  trust, being 
charged with egotism, that I  have enjoyed ana been proficient in many sports 
and pastimes. I  am at least a keen sportsman, and lor the encouragement 
of would-be change-ringers I  may say that some of my happiest and most 
exciting moments have been in the church tower.’
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And all this we shall infallibly get, because the force of fact and logic must 

prevail. Convocation will become a living reality, in which many of our 
leading statesmen will take a part, and yet not a single prerogative of 
Parliament will be touched in any wise. The union of Church and State 
will be thereby consolidated for centuries to come. I  must be pardoned 
for speaking positively on what seems to me self-evident.

I t  is greatly to be wished that good men and good Churchmen would 
make up their minds to this unavoidable reform without delay. Let them 
not fear the admission of the laity because the Irish laity are fiercely 
Protestant. Englishmen are not Irishmen, and nothing revolutionary is to 
be apprehended from the English laity; and even i f  it were, the English 
bishops and clergy would have two votes to one; and besides, the lay brother 
has an absolute right to a direct share in the Church’s councils.

St. M ary’s Rectory, Castlegate, York. A r c h e r  G u r n e y .

A  R a lly in g-po in t.
S i r ,— This is a time of darkness and trouble; the extreme men say they 

will not obey the late Judgment, and are now more bent than ever on destroying 
the National Church : their voice is loudly heard, and outsiders -would be 
quite justified in believing, from the silence of the moderate, yet good and 
staunch Churchmen, who form the hulk of the clergy, that the extreme Ritu­
alists represent the prevailing mind. I  ask, their, whether a declaration, 
setting forth the views of those whose Churchmanship is that of Church Bells, 
could not be drawn up ? I t  would, I  am convinced, he very largely and influ­
entially signed. How the extreme men, whose watchwords seem to he Dis­
loyalty, Disobedience, and Selfwill, delude themselves that they are truly 
advancing their Master’s Kingdom, I  am at a loss to understand. Disestablish­
ment would not be merely the loss of money and position, it would be a 
grievous blow to the Christianity of our country. P. H . P.

To ‘ L in a .’— The Librarian of the British Workman, Men’s Reading-room, 
Jarrow-on-Tyne, Durham, begs to acknowledge, with many thanks, the gift of 
Church Bells for 1875 and 1876. M. L.

W o u l d  any of your readers kindly inform ‘ Rusticus, D.D.,’ where he may 
purchase Prayer-books authorised by the Scotch, American, and Irish 
Churches ?

* Co ll . R e o .  L ond.' should get Parker’s Handbook of Gothic Architecture, 
published by Parker at (is.

‘ TIenas .’— We do not remember to have seen your letter on the Sunday 
Question. The tract you send has been noticed in our columns some time ago.

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— Insign ificance; F . J. C an dy ; W . JefFerys H ills,

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

Genuine Com positions, &c.
g in ,— 1 Vigorniensis ’ in his remarks has several times hit the right nail 

on its head, but, unless he is in possession of more information than has been 
published concerning the Earlsheaton peal, I, for one, cannot share his confi­
dence in that affair. By the removal of that peal from the list of accomplished 
performances is certainly a splendid laurel retrieved for the College Youths. 
But why it has taken all these years to let the cat out of the hag about that 
peal I, with many others, cannot at all understand, and I  doubt if  all the 
truth on the point has yet been spoken. I t  is, I  think, lamentable that some 
competent person was not present at the time, so that he could now speak 
out on the subject.

I  can go the whole distance with him as to the variation business, which, 
however, principally applies to peals o f Major; and for the recording and 
preserving of good compositions, the Yorkshire Association is doing much 
with its annual reports, and I  doubt not but much more good would accrue 
were other societies of ringers to fall in with the same view. But, Sir, even 
by this plan a composition has to be rung before it is secure, and composers 
know hy bitter experience, from one cause and another, how often compo- 
sitions are lost before they are rung.

‘ Vigorniensis ’ very truly says in one place, ‘ Woe be to the bob-caller of a 
false peal should his performance take place within earshot!’ &c. Well, now, 
any man with such excellent qualities is no doubt an acquisition to any Society 
he may belong to, and such Society ought to honour any member with the 
qualifications that enable him to pick up the course ends of a peal while it is 
being rung ; and again I  say it is a pity that some such person was not at 
Earlsheaton during the performance so much complained of. But, Sir, when 
such a person uses those abilities for the purpose of obtaining possession of 
the composition of another, the thing becomes even worse than the variation 
business itself. However, such is said to have been done, and at one time it 
was woe to any composer who unsuccessfully attempted to ring a new compo­
sition with any special qualities, i f  such a performance took place within ear­
shot of one with the abilities above described, as the peal was sure to be 
caught tip; and unless the original composer had another opportunity of 
going for his peal at once, he would stand a good chance of losing it entirely, 
or, at best, of taking second’s place in the race.

Therefore, I  believe, to put an effectual check to these anomalies, nothing 
short o f registration, by the publication of all compositions, will do it. What 
matter whether they have been rung or not 1 Any true composition is, I  pre- 
s ume, as well worth a record as a peal rung on bells. The Editor of Church Bells 
would, I  doubt not, be pleased to allow such a pleasant interchange of ideas 
to pass in his paper, and i f  such a system were adopted, with the under­
standing that those who first publish a peal, ‘ not already in print,’ should 
receive all the honour for such a peal, it would be 110 use another saying he 
had had that peal for years, as the answer would of course be, ‘ That is your

own fau lt; you should have secured it by publication, for it’s mine now,’ and 
so on. Well, Sir, again I  say, i f  this plan is adopted, composing and proving 
will become promoted; the value of its knowledge will he considerably 
enhanced ; and a fair, open, and above-board system will effectually remove 
the old-fashioned, grope-in-the-dark, mysterious one, that has characterised, 
and even stigmatised, bell-ringing— i f  not the ringers themselves— from the 
very foundation of the science. Few would then have the audacity to attach 
their name to any peal obtained by variation, and few others would be found 
to write ‘ composer’ to their bob-calling without submitting their peal for 
publication.

Compliments, too, are freely awarded by ‘ Yigorniensis ’— and, indeed, 
compliments are just now quite fashionable to ringers. The one about to 
be presented to Mr. Cox represents, perhaps, one of the most extensive 
kind ever exhibited in the exercise at large, and I  hope Mr. Cox may live 
long to enjoy it, deserving as he undoubtedly is, having sacrificed— whether 
rightly or wrongly— his whole life to the advancement of the science, and 
having hit at least some original ideas in composition, &c. ‘ And never,’ says
the old man, ‘ did I  attempt to get possession of another’s composition, either 
by variation or otherwise.’ The conservative notions of some steeple-keepers 
mentioned are not the only anomalies to be complained of, and while I  have 
nothing to say against our old friend at Bethnal Green, yet I  do say that i f  
there is another of the old school worth aDy kind of recognition in the shape 
of a testimonial it is, I  think, our venerable old friend the steeple-keeper of 
St. Clement’s Church in the Strand. He has been tried for many years, and 
has always been found ready to oblige all comers, i f  possible, not only by an 
open tower, but with a ring of ten good-going bells; and that keeping bells in 
good going order by constant attention is as well worthy emulation as any 
other of a steeple-keeper’s duties, no one can deny. V ig i l a n c e .

N e w  and Im proved  Princip le  o f  B e ll-hanging,
C o u n t r y  bell-hangers are very fond of boasting that they hang church 

hells on improved principles. . W e wish to assure our readers that no alter­
ation has been made in the principle of bell-hanging for many centuries. The 
invention of the ‘ Sally ’ was an improvement in the principle at the beginning 
of the last century. Modem improvements consist in superior workmanship, 
both in iron, and wood, and ropes. The better the workmanship, the longer 
bells will last in ringing order, and will prove the cheapest in the end, though 
at the first it may be more costly : but at bell-work nothing cheap should he 
thought of.— E d .

H slesw orth , Suffolk.
T h e  ring of eight bells in the tower of St. Mary’s Church have lately been 

repaired by Messrs. Day and Son, of Eye, and on Friday, the 18th ult., ‘ those 
merry bells’ again sounded at frequent intervals, to the gratification of the 
inhabitants. Invitations to a large number of ringers to attend the opening 
were accepted from Beccles, Bungay, Redenhall, Diss, Ipswich, Woodbridge, 
Yarmouth, Fressingfield, Mr. Cratfield, Kelsale, Loddon, Wangford, and 
Wenhaston. Jasper Snowdon from Illiley, Yorkshire, Mr. G. F. W . 
Meadows and the Rev. H . Wilkinson, from Otley, were also present. Dinner 
was provided at the Tuns Hotel, at which 89 were present. Jervas Holmes, 
Esq., J.P., of Brockdish, a well-known amateur ringer in the Eastern counties, 
explained to the company a projected formation of a Diocesan Ringers’ Asso­
ciation, for the better furtherance of the art of ringing. Mr. Snowdon, as 
secretary to a similar Association in Yorkshire, further explained the benefit 
to be derived from the formation of such a Society, after which some touches 
on the hand-bells were performed.

C h an ge-rin g in g  at St. C lem ent Danes, Strand, London.
On Friday, May 25th, ten members of the Ancient Society of College 

Youths rang a peal of Grandsire Caters, containing 5098 changes, at the above 
church, in 3 hrs. 35 mins. The peal was taken from the Clavis (1781), and 
it was Mr. Holmes’s first peal on ten bells. J. R. Haworth, I ; R. French, 2 ;
G. Stockham, 3 ; R. Jameson, 1 ; G. H . Jessop, 5 : H . Page, G ; J. Pettit, 7 ; 
T . Holmes (from Burton-on-Trent), 8 ; W . Greenleaf, 9 ; T. Bugby,. 10. 
Conducted by Mr. Haworth.

R in g in g  at W rexham , Derbyshire.
On Friday, May 25th, the ringers of Ashton-under-Lyne Visited Wrexham, 

and rang a true peal of Kent Treble Bob Royal, consisting of 5080 chtages, 
with the seven courses at home (composed and conducted by Mr. John Thorp), 
in 3 hrs. 35 mins, T. Moss, 1 ; T. W roe,'2; J. Wood, sen., 3 ;. J. Gillot, 1;.
B. Broadbent, 5 ; S. Wood, 6 ; S. Andrew, 7 ; L. Broadbent, 8 ; C. Thorp, 9 ; 
J. Thorp, 10. Tenor, 28 cwt.

T h e  P e a l .
JI. w. H.

6 1 6  3 2 1 1
4 3 5 2 6 2 2 -

6 2 5 3 4 1 1 1
4 5 3 3 6 1 _ 1
3 4 2 5 6 1 -

6 3 5 4 2 2 1 2
2 5 3 4 6 1 - 1
4 2 3 5 6 - 1 -
6 4 5 2 3 2 1 2
3 5 4 2 G 1 - 1
2 3 4 5 6 - 1 -

R e c e iv e d ,— Io ta : the parson m ust be xnad w ho w ou ld  th in k  o f  sanctioning such ah 
ahuse o f the bells o f  h is church. N o  parson has au thority  to  order the bells to be rung 
lo itjiov t the consent o f  a churchwarden ; ne ith er have the churchwardens such au thority  
w ithou t the consent o f  the parson.

O b itu ary : no name nor place.
Vicar of Market Raseu: nothing enclosed.
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tion and on principles calculated to break her continuity with tlie great 
Catholic Church, and to commit her more and more to the narrow grooves of 
an insular Puritanism. I  have great hopes that, i f  her inherent right of self- 
government were restored to the Church, we should see a great alteration for 
the better in this respect; I  am very sure that things couldn’t be worse than 
they are under a system as practically mischievous as it is theoretically inde­
fensible. Many thanks for your courtesy in allowing me so full a hearing.

Brighton, May 29th, 1877. IV. Je it e k y s  H il l s .

T h e  W o rd s  o f  Adm inistration.
Sin,— Reviewing the letters on this subject in a recent issue, signed 

‘ R. K. B . ’ and ‘ K .’ respectively, may I  he permitted to express a hope that 
the views of the latter may prevail, to strengthen the hands of the Yicar of 
(treat Yarmouth— hands very far from Puritanical, as I  should judge, by 
having visited Yarmouth annually of late years ? When ‘ K.' tells us, ‘ that 
the words repeated by a minister when he delivers the bread or the chalice 
are not essential to the Communion in the remotest degree,’ he does seem to 
me nearer to the redress of the Vicar’s g ra va m en , whilst saying • content’ as to 
his proposition, than ‘ E, K. B.,’ who traverses High, Puritanical, Calvinistic, 
Evangelical, and Anglican grounds by turns, without propounding a remedy 
of universal adaptability. Early Celebrations, however multiplied, will not 
meet the case in point, except in-so-far as ‘ R. K. B.,’ and those who think 
with him, might, at such services, he spared the detriment which they seem 
to deprecate, and be provided, as heretofore, with individual administration. 
The case appears to stand thus: not only at Yarmouth parish church, where 
the people assemble in their thousands, but at every church in the land, the 
people, i f  faithfully spoken to from the pulpit, are dehorted from considering 
their worship complete until they have participated in the Holy Communion. 
Well, then, what would be the result if all thus tutored were to take the 
preacher at his word ? C ou ld  the service be completed by the time the hells 
should ring for the service next ensuing ? Rather, under the existing system, 
may not the greater part o f the congregation he tempted to palliate their 
negligence by pleading their considerate behaviour in not insisting on the im­
practicable? But, then, is it right to provide hundreds of negligent souls 
with anything so nearly like an excuse as this ?

Thus viewing tho matter, I  do not perceive that anyone has shown a better 
way of securing attention to the duty of making Eueharistic participation the 
rule, and not the exception, in our churches than has the Vicar of Great 
Yarmouth, by boldly advocating a method, which, of course, is looked upon in 
some quarters as dreadfully far from 1 correct,’ hut which, nevertheless, seems 
to me far more correct than to urge that a thing be done, yet to object to the 
doing thereof in the only manner at present discovered to he possible.

A n  I n s i g n i f i c a n t  P e r s o n .

Sir,— A copy of the Church Bells has just come for the reading-room and 
library of this School. I t  is very welcome, especially i f  it be the harbinger of 
a regular visit. The unknown friend to whom we are indebted for this favour 
has our sincere thanks. Ge o . L. Ch ase , Warden.

Seabury Divinity School, Faribault, M inn., U.S., May 16, 1877.

Received also.— A London Laym an  (with apologies for not acknow ledging the le tter 
last w e e k );  C. J. L . ; Verite . Lavenham  Church : photograph received  w ith  m any thanks.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

Yorkshire A ssoc ia tion  of' Change-ringers.
O n  Saturday, 19th ult., eight members of the above rang at St. James’s 

Church, Hull, Mr. Annable's peal o f 5040 Grandsire Triples, with the bells 
full muffled, as a mark of respect to the late Mr. W. Petty, who was clerk at 
that church for forty-five years, and also a ringer. Thus;— A. Taylor, 1; 
T. Stockdale, 2: R. Chaffey, 3; H. Wharf, 4; T. Jackson, 5 ; C. Jackson, 6 ;
H . Jenkins, 7 ; F. Merrison, 8. Tenor, 16 cwt. Time, 2 hrs. 59 mins. Con­
ducted by C. Jackson.

And on Friday, June 1st, a date touch of 1877 Grandsire Triples, con­
taining all the 6,7’s and 7,6’s of the 0040, in 1 hr. 3 mins. Composed by
C. Jackson and conducted by W. Stickner.

M uffled P ea l at St. John’s, W a ter loo  R oad, Surrey.
On Wednesday, the 2nd ult., eight members o f the Waterloo Society met 

at St. John’s, for the purpose of ringing (with the hells half muffled) the late 
Mr. John Holt's original one-part peal of Grandsire Triples, with two doubles 
in the last four leads, as a last mark of respect to the late Caleb William 
Coppage, jun., aged 22, and William Best, aged 26, both of Chiswick. The 
ringers were;— W. Baron, 1; H. Hopkins, 2; J. Mansfield, 3; C. Hopkins, 4 ; 
J. Cattle, 5; F. A. P. Ivnipe, 6 ; A. Hayward, 7; D. Stackwood, 8. After 
ringing 4700 changes iu 2 hrs. 53 mins. the treble rope broke, leaving them 
340 changes to complete the peal. Both the deceased ringers worked at the 
same business, both died on Monday, April 23rd, and both were buried on 
Thursday, April 26th. The peal was conducted by Mr. W. Baron.

R in g in g  at Beddington , Surrey, by T en  M em bers o f  the 
Ancient Society  o f  C o llege  Youths.

On Saturday, the 12th nit., was rung at St. Mary's, Beddington, by per- 
mission of the Rector, a peal of Stedman's Caters, comprising 5007 changes, 
in 3 hrs. 22 mins. The ringers were:— H. Haley, sen., 1; W. Cooter, 2;
G. A. Muskett, 3 ; W. Jones, 4 ; S. Reeves, 5 ; H . Page, 0 ; J. Pettit, 7; 1'. 
Bate, 8 ; M. A. Wood, 9 ; W . Grecnlenf, 10. This is the first peal since the 
ring was augmented to ten by tlie addition of two trebles. Composed and 
conducted by H. Haley. Tenor, 21 cwt.

C h ange-ringing at K eigh ley , Yorkshire.
On Whit Monday, 21st ult., a peal of 5184 changes of Kent Treble Bob 

Major was rung at the Parish Church, Keighley, in 3 hrs. 10 mins., by the 
following:— W. Senior, 1 ; F. Bailey, 2 ; J. Illingworth, 3; J. Clegg, 4 ; W . 
Goodall, 5 ; C. A. Fox, 6 ; J. Garforth, 7; W . Collins, tenor. Weight, 15 cwt. 
Conducted by C. A. Fox, and composed by the late O. Lang, of Liversedge. 
The boh changes were:—

2 3 4 5 6 11. w. H.
5 2 3 6 4  2 2 2
5 6 4 2  3 2 1 1
6 2 3 4 5  1 2 -
2 5 3 4  6 1 - 2

X-4  2 3 5 6 1 2 -

Fram land R ingers, Le icestersh ire.
T h e  members of this Society held their second Annual Meeting at 

St. Mary's Church, Melton Mowbray, on Thursday, 24th ult. The ringers of 
the various parishes in union mustered in strong force, and a marked improve­
ment Pilid evidently been made in the style of ringing since the winter 
meeting. The programme of the day was as follows:— 1st. Practice, 11 to 2 ; 
luncheon at 2; Evensong and Sermon at 3.30. 2nd. Practice at 4.15 ; supper 
at 7.30. The remainder of the evening was spent in discussing the business 
o f the Society and various subjects connected with the science and practice 
o f ringing. Many o f the local clergy were present on the occasion.

D edication  o f N e w  B e lls  at Bearsted, Kent.
On Tuesday, the 29th ult., six new hells by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank, 

London, the gift of PI. Tasker, Esq., were, opened with hymns and prayers, 
and an able sermon preached by the Rev. Canon Smith, and ringers from 
East Mailing, who rang peals of 720 Treble and Kent Boh. The local paper 
says that the congregation was dispersed ‘ amidst the pealing of the organ 
and ‘ merry clashing of the hells.’ Does this mean that the organist and 
ringers contested which could make the greater noise ? There certainly could 
not be any harmony in such a combination of sweet sounds, and i f  we had 
been among the listeners we should have sped our way as quickly as possible 
beyond the jarring discord. Perhaps it was the object of the organist and 
ringers to disperse the assembled crowd in that way. W e solemnly protest 
against the clashing of bells; it can only be compared to the unmeaning jargon 
of uncivilised people. There could be nothing ‘ m e rry  ’ in the performance.

Change-ringing at W es tm in s te r Abbey.
O n  Saturday last, June 2, on the occasion of celebrating the birthday of 

our Gracious Queen, the undermentioned hand met in the tower o f West­
minster Abbey and rang a peal of 120 Grandsire Doubles, which, from the 
great difficulties attending the ringing these fine hells, is very rarely to be 
accomplished:— G. Stockham, 1; R. Hopkins, 2 ; L . Proctor, Esq., 3; J. E. 
Haworth (Conductor), 4 ; W. Weatherstone, 5 ; E. Albone, 6. Tenor, 36 cwt.

[The Editor requests an explanation of the difficulties attending the 
ringing o f tlie Abbey hells.]

D ate Tou ch .
A t Burton-on-Trent, on the 18th ult., 1877 Grandsire Triples, muffled, 

after the funeral of an old ringer. _____

R e c e iv e d .— L avenham  B e lls ; "Warner and Sons; 1. L a rk in ; C. Gordon.

B E L F R Y  RECORDS.
K E T T E R IN G ,  N O R T H A M P T O N .  (T ab le ts  in the B elfry .)
910. ‘ I f  listening traveler to  m usic b e inclined,

Concordant sounds P roduced w ill captivate the m ind,
P rom  bells m elidious, when m ove w ith  art sublim e,
V arie ty  o f  numbers beating in  mude t im e ;
L e t  clamour cease because o f d ire  mischance,
A n d  solomn silence lead the m istic  Dance,
So m usic lia is in g  h er m ajestic strains
W h ile  notes harm onious ex ten d  to  D istante Plains.

911. Feb. 28th, 1729, the whole Pea l o f Grandsire Tripp les, Contain ing 5010 Changes 
was Rung here in  3 hours and IS m inutes b y  the fo llow ing persons, viz.

Tho. Howard, F irs t. I G. Eayre, Fourth . I Rob. Booth, Sixth .
Tho. W oodford, Second. H en . Parker, F if th .  Jno Carley, Seventh.
John Law , Th ird . | ! H en ry  Lades, Eighth.

912. Since i t  was aserted our firs t Perform ance could not be Rung in  less than 3 hours 
&  a half, for-an E xper im en t and before sk illfu ll judges on r e 12th o f  April, 1731, y °  w hole 
peal o f 5040 was com pleted a t 30 changes each m inute in  2 hours 48 m inutes b y  th e  persons 
u n derw ritten :—  _ o , _

Tho. H ow ard, First. ] G . Eayrc, Fourth . I Rob. Booth , Sixth.
Tho. W oodford, Second. H en . Parker, Fifth . Jno. Carley, Seventh.
John Law , Th ird . | I Jona. Barlow, Eighth.

913.-Monday, 16th A pril, 1759, was rung y- w ho le  P ea l o f  5040 Grandsire Tripples, in
h i . hours & v n .  minutes, b y  th e  fo 'low in g  Persons:—

George Denton, i . ; W illiam  Hanger, l i . ; R ichard  Lane, in . ; A n th on y  Ham es, i v . ; 
Joseph W arner, v . ; Joseph Parker, v i . ; Daniel A lth orpe , vn . ; John Carrington, v m .

914. Mtjsica Mentis Mf.dicina.
On  Monday, M ay 4th, 1S40, A  Com plete Peal o f  Grandsire Triples, conta in ing 5040 

changes, was R ung a t K e tte r in g  in  Three hours and Ten  m inutes by  the fo llow ing Persons, 
a ll o fth e  aforesaid Parrish, v iz . :~

John W ish, Triple. I W illiam  M awby, Fourth .
Thomas D ilks, Second. Thomas Enfield , F ifth .
Samuel T illev , Third. |

F irs t Single. Last S ingle.
1 3 2 5 4 7 6 8  1 3 2 4 5 6 7 8
1 2 3 5 4 7 6 8  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 S

Y e  R ingers  a ll w ho prize  
You r health  aud happiness,

E e  sober, m erry, w ise,
A n d  you ’ll the same possess.

John Scott, Sixth.
John Henson, Seventh. 
James H aw thorn , Tenor.
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those Jewish regulations as to not gathering up sticks, &c., we, as Christians, 
have simply nothing to do. The seventh day means, and has surely always 
meant, one day out of seven; for we have not the slightest knowledge as to 
which was the first day o f the week to Adam. The Israelites observed, as we 
all know, the seventh day, from the coming out of Egyj)t; but this was plainly 
accidental. Saturday was never intrinsically better or holier than Sunday. 
But it was accepted as the seventh day for the Jew. This is what was 
changed by the Christian Church, under the guidance o f the Holy Spirit. 
The Church did not presume to set aside the ordinance of the Sabbath-day, 
God forbid! I t  could not choose one day out of eight, or nine, or six, or 
five, but only one out of seven; but it kept its Sabbath on the Lord’s Day. 
For a time it was permitted to Christians to keep both Saturday and Sunday 
holy, but this soon ceased to be the case ; and the Lord’s day, Sunday, cr the 
first day of the week, became the Christian Sabbath, or one day out o f seven. 
Any other opinion is illogical and essentially mischievous. The opinion here 
maintained is that of the whole Latin Church, and emphatically of the 
Anglican, which Calvin, with his usual effrontery, called ‘ the Anglican super­
stition.’ And, Sir, I  must not hesitate to say, that in spite of all drawbacks 
and exaggerations, I  believe the moral greatness of Britain to be chiefly 
founded on her reverence for the Sabbath day. To her pre-eminently among 
Christian Churches pertain the words o f Divine promise : ‘ I f  thou turn away 
thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on My holy day, and call 
the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable, and shalt honour 
Me, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking 
thine own words, then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord, and I  will cause 
thee to ride upon the high places o f the earth, and feed thee with the heritage 
o f Jacob thy father : for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.’ Let us then 
hold fast, lest we lose the recompense of the reward. Yet let us remember 
our Lord’s teaching and example. ‘ The Sabbath was made for m an;’ is, 
therefore, of 'perpetual obligation, and rather more needed in our day than in 
Paradise. But works of charity are lawful on it. Such a work may it well 
be to minister the sense o f beauty and delight to hardworked men and 
women. This is a difficult practical question; I  cannot profess to solve it in 
a few words. But one thing is clear,— the Sabbath, not Jewish, but Para­
disiacal and universal, is of perpetual obligation, and is to be to us one with 
the Lord’s day, a feast of holy joy and gladness; and whatever work is 
wrought that day is to be wrought in the spirit of charity and for the glory of 
God. * A r c h e r  G u r n e y .

Ashley's Hotel, Henrietta Street, London.
P. S.— I  need not carry 011 a controversy with Mr. Jefferys Hills, as we 

seem to be practically o f one mind ; that State tyranny can only be guarded 
against effectually by the addition of a lay element to Convocation.

S i r ,— Allow me to explain that I  have signed an address to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, approving his Grace’s action in the Committee on the Burial 
Bill. This has been taken, in a subsequent circular, to be a support of Lord 
Harrowby’s amendment. I  differ from this, and wish, therefore, to withdraw 
my name, as I  was.looking only to the amendment introduced by his Grace, 
o f whioh I  approved. T. W . Ca r r .

.Harming Rectory, June 13.
The Rev. Beginald M. Johnson asks to be allowed, through Church 

Bells, to gratefully acknowledge the receipt of a valuable box of (chiefly) 
books forwarded anonymously; also, of the Monitor and several other in­
teresting and useful periodicals, regularly mailed (postmark, Dover) by an 
unknown friend.

The Parsonage, Pouch Cave, Newfoundland, May 3rd, 1877.
‘ Clericus.’— W e are sorry to pain any of our friends. The views you 

express have, in the course o f the pleadings before the Privy Council, and in 
articles and correspondence since, been heard in our columns, and it is not 
necessary to repeat them.

‘ S. G. W oo d .’— W e were under the impression that the photographs of 
Holy Trinity, Toronto, which you kindly sent, had been acknowledged. Accept 
our best thanks for them. We fear we shall not be able to use them at 
present.

‘ P. L . J.’— The only rule as to the elision or non-elision of the ‘ e * in 
reading the words 1 declared,’ &c., is that o f usage. No uniform or greatly 
preponderating use has been established, and it must, therefore, be left to the 
reader’s taste and judgment.

‘ 0. C.’— Your name and address have not reached us.

R eceived also.—Gr. F, Chambers; A  Lonely Shepherd; A  former Chaplain Thames 
Church Mission ; Edward Liddell; A  Layman.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

‘ F irst Steps to B e ll-r in g in g .’
W e  hail the publication o f this useful pamphlet hy Mr. Goslin. W e have 

no hesitation in saying that it is the best ‘ Elementary Introduction to the 
Exercise of Bell-ringing in Bounds and Changes ’ that we have met with. We 
commend it to all would-be ringers, and those who have already learnt some­
thing will pick up a good deal of useful information from this beautifully 
illustrated tractate. I t  is to be had of John Warner and Sons, Cripplegate.

T h e  G uild o f  D evonsh ire R ingers.
A  M e e t in g  of the Committee will be held at Exeter on Thursday, June 21st, 

at 2 p.m., to be followed by the annual meeting for transaction of business. 
Agenda:— Reception of Reports of Committee and Treasurer; election of 
•officers f-gx 1877; -arranging for general m eeting in July) &c.

J. L. L a n g d o n  F u lfo ijd , Hon. Sec.

R oya l Cum berland Society  (la te  Lon don  Scholars).
P resentation  o f  the Cox Testim on ia l.

On Friday evening, the 1st inst., several members and friends o f this 
Society met at the ‘ Green Man,’ St. Martin’s Lane, for the purpose of doing 
honour to a veteran change-ringer. Grace was said by the Rev. J. II. Stewart, 
of Lincolnshire, before and after the repast provided for the occasion; and on 
the removal of the cloth, with a few remarks from the Chairman, Master 
Newson, the Secretary handed Mr. Cox a roll o f bank-notes, the result of the 
several subscription lists that have appeared in CImrch Bells. Mr. Cox 
thanked his several friends most heartily, never, he said, expecting to realise 
such a proof of their esteem and kindness; and took his seat amid a round ef 
applause. The toast, ‘ Prosperity to the Science,’ coupled with the health of 
the clergy, was responded to by the Rev. Gentleman present, who was, he 
said, pleased to see the clergy making a move in the right direction, viz. by 
taking an active interest both in ringing and ringers also. The testimonial 
picture, enlarged to full size from a carte de visite, a copy of which has been 
forwarded to each subscriber of 10s. to the fund, will remain on tlie walls of 
the Society’s meeting-room, as a memorial o f John Cox and his connexion 
with the science of bell-ringing generally. H . D a in s , Hon. Sec.

R in g in g  at Cradley, W orcestersh ire.
On Whit Tuesday, the Christ Church Society o f Change-ringers, West 

Bromwich, visited Cradley Church, and rang a true peal of new Grandsire 
Triples, 5010 changes, in 2 hrs. 52 mins. The ringers were H. Hipkiss, 1 ; 
T. Horton, 2 ; W . Mallin, 3; W . Beeson, 4 ; S. Biddlestone, 5; J. Carter, 6 ; 
J. Tinsley, 7 ; J. Hipkins, 8. The peal is in twelve parts ; composed by Mr. 
S. Biddlestone and conducted by Mr. J. Carter. This is the first peal rung 
upon these hells, the gift of the late Lady Aston of Cradley.

C h ange-ringing at W o lla s ton , W orcestersh ire.
On Tuesday, the 29th ult., six of St. James’s Youths rang at St. James’s 

Church, in 50 mins., two 720 changes of Grandsire and Plain Bob Minor, 
being their first attempt. I t  was the twelfth anniversary of the bells. 
W. Pugh, .1; R. Bidmead, 2 ; G. Howells, 3 ; H . Dakin, 4 ; J. Coaker (con­
ductor), 5 ; J. Lewis, 6.

N e w  B ells  opened at St. M artin ’ s, Bradley, W orcestersh ire.
O n  the 81st ult. a ring of six bells, by Taylor of Loughborough (tenor, 

24 cwt.), were opened by the donor, Mr. Pugh, who by himself rang out the 
tenor. H is example was followed by some ladies, pulling away at the other 
bells. Afterwards they were handled by ringers from the neighbourhood. 
There was a large assemblage and a supper, at which, among other good 
things, Mr. Pugh stated that ‘ fifty-one years ago he came into the neigh­
bourhood, and worked from six o’olock in the morning until seven o’clock at 
night, and went to bed in a wet shirt all the week round.’ The donor— as he 
richly deserved— was most enthusiastically received; the Vicar of the parish 
being present, with the churchwardens and many other parishioners. W e 
regret not to be able to gather from the report of the proceedings in the local 
paper that any appropriate service of dedication, with prayers and hymns, was 
held in the church.

M uffled P ea l at St. M ary ’ s, Sheffield.
On Wednesday, the 6th inst., eight members of the Ancient Society of 

College Youths, conducted by Thomas Hattersley, rang a peal of Grandsire 
Triples, with the bells half muffled, as a last mark of respect to Mr. John 
Charlesworth, the respected steeple-keeper of the above-named church, who 
died after a fews days’ illness, aged 43 years.

Jubilee at Steep le Aston , Oxfordshire.
A t  Steeple Aston, June Cth was tbe jubilee of the completion of the ring 

of six bells in the church tower, the fourth of which, after hanging cracked 
and useless sixty years, was recast in 1827, and replaced June Cth in that year. 
From three o’clock to night-fall ringing was kept up, with short intervals, by 
the ringers of the village, of whom there are several more than ‘ a full side,’ 
assisted by others from elsewhere, among whom were the Rev. F. P. Burnett, 
Messrs. Merry (Souldern), Baughan and Merry (Aynho), Preston, and Win- 
grave.

St. M ary ’ s Am ateur R ingers, Battersea, Surrey.
On Saturday, the Oth inst., several members of the above Society, with 

their professional teacher, Mr. W. Baron, of the Waterloo Society, visited the 
bell.tower of Sir Stephen Lakeman, in Quex Park, Birchmgton, Kent, and 
rang several touches on the hells.

W illesd en  Cam panology Society .
On Tuesday, the 12th inst., six members of the above Society rang at St. 

Mary’s Church their first complete peal of 720 Bob Minor in 25 mins., v iz . : 
L . J. Jackman, 1; F. Weave, 2; G. C. Hawkins, 3; J. Jackman, 4; H . Cutter, 5 ; 
R. Kilby, 0. Tenor, 10 cwt. Called by R. Kilby.

H arm ony Restored  at Tw ickenham .
E ig h t  out of nine of the ringers o f St. Mary’s Parish Church, Twickenham, 

who several weeks ago struck through not being permitted to ring three peals 
to commemorate the opening of tbe Orleans Club, and were discharged in 
consequence, have apologised to the Vicar and been reinstated by the church­
wardens, and on Sunday last the usual morning peal was resumed.

N e w  Bells  in Barrow -in -Fu rness.
A  n e w  ring of eight bells is shortly to be placed in the tower of St. James’s 

Church, Barrow-in-Furness, and it is hoped that the hells will be dedicated on 
St. James’s Day, 25th July next. As this is the first ring which will be heard 
in this now important town, much interest attaches to the movement.

R e c e i v e d .— Edw ard M arsh ; S. D rak e ; Y igorn iensis ; V igilance, 13. Kcchle is requested 
to w rite  copy in extenso.
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the larger proportion— and those often the most serious-minded— were not 
professed members of our Church. The administration of Holy Communion 
was as often as circumstances would allow ; our rule being to celebrate 
monthly. One’s own Church principles were in advance of some of our most 
influential Committee, but I  was never hindered, but rather encouraged, in 
the line I  took.

A  slur seems to he cast upon the present‘ young ’ chaplain in the article 
in your issue of the Oth inst., for having expressed opinions at the Canterbury 
Conference diverse from what appear the experiences of others. But why 
may not both opinions be honest ? Mr. Scarth, with his peculiar opportunities 
which a ‘ parochial’ Mission gives him, is brought more frequently in contact 
wi th the same men, so can add to the ‘ principles of the faith.’ The Chaplain 
o f the Thames Mission— if  his work be at all like mine— addresses liis 
hearers (from the very fact of their shifting life) generally for the first and 
last time at once. Can any one hesitate as to wliat ought to be the burden of 
that necessarily limited address ? With such persons to deal with as X have 
before explained, would it be fitting to be lecturing them upon the surpassing 
importance, and beauty, and meaning o f the English Book of Common Prayer?

I  am very sorry that absence from the meeting at the late Congress at 
Brighton prevented me from personally defending the Thames Clmrch 
Mission from aspersions there also sought to be cast upon her fair fame, for 
I  know the Society is, and has long been, highly prized hy seamen visiting 
the Thames. A  fo rm er  Ch a p la in  op t h e  T hames Church  M iss io n .

You th s ’ F riend ly Society.
Sin,— Some months ago a letter appeared in the columns of the Guardian, 

from the Bev. Charles P. Ford, Roystone, Barnsley, advocating the establish­
ment of a ‘ Youths’ Friendly Society,’ similar in form and object to the Girls’ 
Friendly Society, now happily becoming so well known. The unexampled 
success of the Girls’ Friendly Society, the rapid increase of its members and 
o f its branches, forces one to believe that Mrs. Townsend and her friends 
have grappled with an acknowledged want, and encourages those who feel the 
same need o f a Friendly Society for Young Men to gird themselves to the 
work of forming it at once. A  central bond for the whole Church, with 
the simplest possible central rules, and branch rules adapted to different 
localities, to which Bible-classes, and brotherhoods, and guilds could, i f  they 
wish, he affiliated, seems to be the likeliest organization for effecting the 
purpose in view’ ; viz. that of never losing sight of a youth who has once been 
under religious influence or instruction. Mr. Ford has received many warm 
and approving letters on the subject, and will be glad to receive any fresh 
communications, containing hints, or names of those who approve. The 
countenance and advice of Christian women who have already engaged in 
work with youth— such, for instance, as the authoress o f Ploughing and Sowing 
— -would give great strength and confidence. Dr. Gott, the Vicar of Leeds, 
has expressed his approval of it, and his wish to he instrumental in furthering 
it. I t  is hoped that a meeting may be arranged at Leeds, or, some other 
central place, when it is found that sufficient interest is excited to make it 
fairly successful. , John Scott, M.A.

Prebendary o f  York ; Vicar of St. M ary’s, Kingston-upon-Hull.

Old T im es  in Yorkshire.
Sin.— I  was very much pleased with the remarks of ‘ S. A.’ on Lord 

Houghton’s letter. I t  might be easy to have a good impression of Archbishop 
Harcourt's times, because they were a great improvement on those before him. 
In  earlier times there seems a little uncertainty how often Confirmation was 
administered. Those who have spoken about it have never professed that it 
was oftener than once in seven years. I  have heard it maintained that it was 
considered sufficient to confirm once in the Minster during the whole course 
o f a man’s episcopate.

"Whichever of these was the rule of times before Archbishop Harcourt, we 
cannot wonder that the clergy, as ‘ S. A.’ says, were often drunkards. Nor, 
again, can we wonder at this, which I  have heard o f : i f  any one wanted his 
duty done he went to the meet, as the regular place for finding clergy, and 
agreed with someone to come, on the understanding that there was a heap of 
sermons in the pulpit, o f which he might take the topmost, and afterwards 
put it at the bottom.

W e often find the laity speaking of those times as good ones. I  am sure 
that the upper classes do not always know much about the state o f their own 
neighbourhoods even now ; how much less would they know, then, about 
other parts o f the d iocese ! A  Y okkshihe  V ic ar .

E lis ion  o f  ‘ e.’
Sir,— In  your reply to ‘ P. L . J.’ you say that ‘ the only rule as to tlie 

elision or non-elision of the “  e ” in reading such words as “ declared” is that 
o f usage.’

I  am told hy a friend who ought to know’ , that it is correct to sound it in 
reading old English; in fact, that where you find ‘ declareth ’ instead of 
‘ declares,’ consistency requires you to say ‘ declar-ed ’ and not ‘ declar’d.’

I  should be glad to know whether this view approves itself to the learned. 
I f  it he a fact, it is desirable that it should be known, as it would often 
encourage readers to adhere to a practice which they might hesitate to keep 
to or adopt i f  it seemed to them meaningless. B.

1 Zenas.’— You will see that another correspondent has taken up the sub­
ject of Private Confession from your point of view. You had better write to 
the publisher for the copies you want: we do not remember when the 
reviews appeared.

1C. C.’— Name and address received. W e regret that we cannot insert the 
letter. We do not think that it would tend to remove the difficulties pointed 
out.

Orm skirk  Church  will, we liope, appear soon on our front page. We 
than]; the sender of the photograph.

R e c e i v e d  a l s o .— P u z z le d  P r e s b y te r .

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

J A M E S  B A R H A M ’ S B O O K .
B y  J a sp e r  W .  S n o w d o n , I lk le y ,  n ea r  L e e d s .

O n  October 30tli, 1875, I  explained in these columns that I  wished to 
borrow, i f  it was in existence, the book in which James Barham had entered 
particulars of all the peals in which he had taken part: I  also explained, at 
the same time, how I  had progressed in my search for the same. Although 
I  have been unsuccessful in getting hold of the original hook, Mr. Slater, of 
Glemsford, in answer to my appeal, kindly forwarded me a copy which he had 
made from a copy of the original, and as far as I  can ascertain this copy is a 
reproduction in extenso of the veritable hook.

Lately I  have been collecting my memoranda on ’.Plain Bob ringing 
together, so that I  might treat this matter in the same way that I  have the 
several other systems that have been laid before the readers of Church Bells. 
When, however, I  came to arrange the different lengths rung, I  found that 
the performances of James Barham were so extraordinary, and at the same 
time so dissimilar in their conditions with the other long peals that I  pro­
posed to mention, that I  concluded it would he best first to give my readers 
an account of what James Barham had done, and then proceed to describe 
the further general performances achieved in this method. Some few of 
Barham’s peals I  shall probably introduce in their places in my article on 
Plain Boh ringing; hut as these will only be such as are well-authenticated 
single-handed performances, the remainder may he considered or not, at the 
inclination of the reader, to eclipse the best performances I  shall otherwise 
mention. In  certain other of the systems I  have described, mention has been 
made in their order o f long peals in which some o f the bells were rung double- 
handed, and I  should probably have proceeded in the same way with the 
system under notice had it not been that the particulars before me of Barham’s 
peals are extremely scanty. For instance, several of the long peals are merely 
mentioned as quadruple and triple changes; and, indeed, it seems very doubt­
ful indeed as to whether some of them were strictly correct. Of course, the 
difficulty of getting men to ring in such an undertaking as the 40,320 without 
some of them towards the end in their later turns getting ‘ muddled ’ would 
he very great; the calling of such a peal would also entail the presence of 
several first-rate conductors; and whdn the other many chances which would 
all operate against the accomplishment of such a feat are considered, everyone 
would naturally wish to have the most ample details of the performance. 
Now the only criticism upon this matter is to be found in the Claris, and as 
this was published only twenty-seven years after the 40,320 was said to be 
rung at Leeds, it may be regarded as a contemporaneous opiniou. The 
following is an extract of the reference there made, when treating of the 
extent in Boh Major:—

‘ To be sure i t  is recorded in  a fram e a t Leeds, in  K en t, as b eing  perform ed b y  thirteen 
men in  27 hours and some minutes. One man having  rung eleven hours, another nine, &c. 
bu t those o f  the perform ers w ho have been spoken to  on the subject, g ive  such unsatisfac­
to ry  accounts, tha t i t  is ve ry  litt le  thought of, and i t  is  genera lly  believed, th a t i f  th ey  did 
keep the bells go in g  the length  o f  tim e, the tru th  or regu larity  o f  the changes w ere very  
little  attended to . ’

Before proceeding to go through the hook, noticing the different peals 
worthy o f mention, 1 may state that the following is what I  have been able to 
learn concerning James Barham. H e was horn in 1725, and died on January 
14th, 1818, aged ninety-three years. H e rang in considerably over 100 peals 
of 5000 changes and upwards, and must have been a man of great physical 
endurance, as in one instance he stood ringing fourteen hours and forty-four 
minutes, and called all the hobs. This must have been a very considerable 
mental effort, as, unfortunately, the harassing effect o f calling increases as the 
peal progresses, since a mistake or omission, which may at any time so easily 
occur, is much more to he deplored towards the end of any performance. The 
tablet in the belfry of St. Nicholas, Leeds, in Kent, at which cliuxeh most of 
Barham’s peals were rung, states that during his lifetime he rang on two rings of 
twelve bells, five of ten bells, thirty-six of eight bells, and thirty-nine of six hells. 
Perhaps the most curious feature of the whole of Barham’s exploits seems to 
he, that not only did he live to so great an age himself, but that his companions 
also were not only long-lived also, but, as i f  to show the extremely beneficial 
effects of ringing, they were able to take their part in long peals when far past 
that age at which most men seem to have grown weak and feeble. An account 
of the peal rung hy veterans, which made Barham’s hundredth performance, 
is also to be gathered from the copy of a tablet in the church at Harriets- 
ham, Kent, and although a few discrepancies in the two accounts may he 
observed, in the main the particulars are similar. An extract from this tablet 
is appended:—

■ The above ringers first institu ted the Leeds Society, whose performances in  rin g in g  
has not been equat’d b y  any Society o f R ingers, and there is  now  surviving, Sami. 
Grayling, John Freeland, Abrm . Thos. and James Barham, & John Hunt, w ho  new  erected 
th is inscription ; and these s ix  ringers, w ith  the assistance o f  Thos. Lacy  & W illm . Davis, 
rung a t Leeds, Jany. 1st, 1793, 5040 Bob Major, in  3 hours 12 m inutes, whose ages when 
added together is 577 y ea rs : and it  is  rem arkable tha t this peal compleats one hundred 
peals rung a t d ifferent places, n o t less than 5040 changes each, b y  the above Jam es Barham.’

Should Barham’s original MS. he in possession o f any person reading this, 
I  need hardly say how much gratified I  should be to have the loan of it for 
a short time, and that I  should treat in confidence any information con­
cerning it.

The following are such extracts from the copy which I  have as, I  think, 
form the principal features of the memoranda. The book commences :—

‘ Ab ram  Barham, Fecit, 1748.— James Barham, M ay 24, 1752. Th is account was g iven  
to  W illiam  H olland  by  James Barham, 1817.

* A m em orandum  o f  a ll the long peals tha t w ere  rung b y  Jam es Barham, both  at hom e 
and abroad. W ith  the Lenham  Society 20 peals and w ith  th e  Leeds You ths 95 peals, 
m ak ing in  a ll 115— 5000 changes and upwards. Each peal rung at hom e w ith  the Lenham  
Society— at Harietsham . Peals rung at hom e w ith  the Leeds Y ou th s—at Leeds, near 
Maidstone, K en t.’

(T o  he continued.)
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An sw er to ‘ V ig ilan ce .’

Sib ,— I n your excellent paper, No. 330, appears a letter signed ‘ Vigilance,’ 
in which he seems to think ‘ Vigorniensis' is very free in bestowing compli­
ments on a certain few ; hut I  think I  can return him the compliment by 
saying he is very free in casting insinuations and innuendoes upon other 
people. From the tone o f his letter I  presume he alludes to my old friend, 
Mr. Haley. I  will quote one line in his letter, viz., ’ And never,’ says the 
old man, ‘ did I  attempt to get possession of another’s composition, either by 
variation or otherwise.’ Of course that is a matter I  cannot decide; but 
there is one thing I  do know, that Mr. Haley never rang or called a false peal 
in his life— and he has rung a good many; nor did he ever make an assertion 
that a peal was false i f  it were a true one, and that is what cannot he said of 
some good ringers and composers. However, I  will pass that over, and go on 
to something else.

Another quotation of ‘ Vigilance' is, 1 By the removal of that peal from 
the list of accomplished performances is certainly a splendid laurel retrieved 
for the College Youths.’ Now, Sir, I  beg to differ from our friend as to the 
Earlsheaton peal being an accomplished performance, because I  am given to 
understand at times it was rough-ringing, and i f  ‘ Vigilance' wants my 
authors I  will tell him.

In another line our friend wants to know why it has taken all these years 
to let the cat out of the bag respecting the truth o f the peal? Some many 
years ago, the Elland ringers, in Yorkshire, started for a peal of 15,168 Treble 
Eight (the then full extent o f Treble Bob), and it went forth to the public as 
a very great performance ; but then, after a period of twelve years, it oozed 
out that tho said peal was rung by ten men instead of eight. Perhaps 
1 Vigilance ’ cannot understand that, but it’s true ; and as far as the last per­
formance at Earlsheaton being achieved, it is quite certain it was never done, 
and they know it, and I  cannot be silent and see my eight companions and 
my company robbed of one of the two brightest gems tlie College Youths have 
recorded in their peal-book. I  have asked through your paper to know i f  the 
Earlsheaton ringers really did accomplish this long length, and I  cannot get 
an authentic answer ; and I  can only say that it’s a disgrace to any hand of 
ringers to try and palm off on the public a performance that was never truth­
fully done. I  sign my name to this letter, and if  I  have uttered one word 
untrue or unjust, I  hope I  shall elicit a severe rebuke from someone, and by 
that means we may perhaps get at the truth of the peal, and thereby put au 
end to further correspondence on this matter. G . M u s k e t t .

London, June 16th, 1877.

T h e  Earlsheaton Peal.
Srr.,— ‘ Vigilance ’ writes, ‘ W hy it has taken all these years to let the cat out 

o f the hag about the above peal I, with many others, cannot understand; ’ and 
he doubts i f  all the truth on the point has yet been spoken. I  can assure 
him that a great deal has been said on the subject that he has never heard; 
hut I  consider it a duty I  owe to myself, as well as the ringing public, to say a 
few words on the point. I  was invited to go and hear the peal, arriving 
there at about 7 a.nb, They struck off into changes within a few minutes of 
eight o’clock. I  was by myself at this time— no strangers having arrived; 
however, others soon came. Mr. Sottenstall was the first person I  saw, and 
we kept together until the first part-end came up ; the ringing had been very 
good all the time. As I  noticed the time they were ringing, about 28 per 
minute, I  was able to tell very nearly the time to expect the 2nd part-end. 
Soon after this Mr, S. went away; I  also went to get some refreshment. I  
might he absent about an hour; on my return, the ringing was about the 
same as when I  left. Soon after this Mr. Jasper Snowdon came. As the 
time for the 2nd part-end was drawing near, I  wanted him to hear it, and we 
went to a retired place away from tbe crowd. I t  wanted about 15 minutes to 
the time then. But to our disappointment no part-end came up. W e waited 
15 or 20 minutes, but in vain : they were ringing 28 changes per minute, I  
considered the peal was lost, though they still went on ringing; and when 
they struck round there was a great shout of astonishment. I t  was so 
sudden, no one expected it, The fact is, they were jumped round. This was 
admitted a short time ago in the presence of five of our company by one who 
knew; thus inadvertently letting the cat out of the hag, and confirming what 
I  had said from the first. The same person also said, i f  they had let the old 
treble man have the calling to himself it would have been conducted righ t; 
he called the first half. This was another admission. The above are facts 
as they occurred at the time. I  will now leave your readers to come to their 
own conclusion, and give honour to whom it is due. .Ta w k s L o c k w o o d .

Leeds.
Genuine Com positions, &c.

Snt,— ‘ Vigorniensis ’ did not, I  think, hit the right nail on its head when 
he named the Clavis as a specimen publication of candour, and i f  the name of 
Shipway had been named instead, I  doubt i f  you would have been troubled 
with this letter. However, these authors of the Clavis were candid as to their 
variations of Holt’s ten-part peal, and particularly so ; and i f  they had been as 
particular on other points, posterity would have served them better undoubtedly. 
The Clavis is, however, an invaluable book, especially as being an early pub­
lication, and also for the matter contained in its pages, But, Sir, after reading 
the following quotation, with the recent discussion on Grandsire Triples, 
Court Bob Loyal, &a.,̂  fresh in their memories, your readers will, I  think, 
agree with me that this book (the Clavis) has dona much towards placing the 
history of the science in the unsatisfactory position in which it was recently 
found, and it is useless further to discuss the probability of tbe ignorance of 
this work concerning those peals, and perhaps other equally important his­
torical events, as no one can doubt full particulars were among the papers. Ac. 
copied by Mr. Blakemore :—

‘ While Blakemore was staying at Norwich, lodging with one Christopher 
Lindsey, he found that his host, in conjunction with Thomas Burton, both 
members of the Norwich company of ringers, was preparing a treatise on the 
art o f ringing; and Blakemore, having easy access to Lindsey’s papers, in a

most dishonourable and clandestine manner made copies o f the whole col­
lection, and on his return to London, in conjunction with Messrs. Jones and 
Beeves (both College Youths), wrote a book on ringing, and in the year 1788 
brought out the celebrated Clavis Campanology. Such conduct at the time 
gave great offence. On referring to a list of subscribers to that work, not one 
Norwich person appears among them.’— Osborne M S S .

Now, Sir, i f  you consider it fair for me to say anything on the probability 
o f what this collection consists of, I  should like so to do, and I  think we can 
get over it without much speculation. To require a clandestine removal, then, 
the matter must have been valuable; and as a list of churches and bells, what 
is known of the origin o f ringing, or the old poetry, nor the elements of 
ringing itself, or all combined, would not be of such value as to require this 
treatment. I  therefore conclude that it  must have been new methods, or com­
positions, of which this hook abounds without a signature. Or was it ‘ proof of 
Treble Bob Major,’ evidently one or two, or perhaps some of these three 
combined, when a removal on the quiet would he imperative ?

And after thus quietly removing from Norwich the very cream of the 
science ( I  doubt not) then extant, these authors added insult to injury by 
entirely discountenancing the ringers of that city, who had composed and rung 
peals half a century before this hook was thought o f ; except, forsooth, the 
meagre notice in the following extracts from that publication:—

Clavis, page 115.— 1 This peal is distinguished by the appellation of D ouble 
N obwich  Coubt, by reason (we suppose) of its being first composed in that 
city.’ Again, at page 225 it says:— ‘ N.B. The first and only peal that has 
been rung hitherto in the above method was by the St. Peter’s Company in 
the city o f Norwich, on the old peal o f ten bells which formerly occupied tlmt 
steeple.’

This, Sir, is all those authors seemed to know of Norwich, and by what is 
now known it is indeed a fine specimen of candour.

The letter by the respected Secretary mentioned by ‘ Vigorniensis’ is not 
quite the thing, as the ringing in the last half of the long peal of Stedman’s 
Cinques was very rough indeed, and which good ringers who heard the peal 
rung, and are still living, can testify. Such a statement has not before 
appeared in print, simply because occasion has never required it. Frequently 
a peal of 5000 or so will he a rough one, having, perhaps, two or three colts 
in the band; but for a long peal the best of ringers are generally selected, 
and many conductors ca ll1 Stand! ’ when the ringing is so very bad.

V i g i l a n c e .
W a rn e r 's  N e w  C a ta lo gu e .

W e have received a Bell Catalogue, lately issued by John Warner and 
Sons, with beautiful illustrations, and full o f useful information about bells. 
I t  exceeds everything of the sort we have ever seen before, even the bumptious 
catalogues issued by American founders. In  the Builder o f the 15th we are 
pleased to find a letter of apology from John Warner and Sons on the subject 
o f Chiming Hammers. In  justice to all parties concerned it cannot be too 
widely circulated, therefore we annex a copy, and congratulate all on tbe 
restoration of peace :—

* Reply of John Warner & Sons to M r. Ellacombe’s Letter o f  May ith , 1872.
‘ Sip,—When we first saw Mr. Ellacombe’s letter in the Builder o f May 4th> 

1873, headed “  Warner's Plagiarism,” we were led to look into the facts therein 
alluded to, and we found it difficult for us to reply, because we bad been 
misled by false representations made to us by persons whose names the public 
need not be told.

‘ But we now wish the public to know, and we are glad of this opportunity, 
in issuing another edition of our Bell Catalogue, to say that we have cancelled 
a plate we never should have reproduced, nor called it our Improved Chiming 
Apparatus, had Mr. Ellacombe’s former correspondent been in the firm when 
the new catalogue was compiled in 1872.

‘ We hope that this will he considered by Mr. Ellaeombe as ample amends 
for our involuntary errors.

‘ W e shall be ready to set up his hammers for any who may be pleased to 
give us the order. ‘ John 'Wak n e p  & Sons.’

C h ange-ringing at A l l  Saints, Fulham , M idd lesex.
On Saturday, the 16th inst., by the kind permission of the Vicar (Mr. 

Fisher), ten memhers of the Ancient Society of College Youths rang at the 
above church a true peal of Kent Treble Bob Eoyal, containing 5200 changes, 
in 3 hrs. 31 mins. H . Haley, sen., 1; W. Cooter, 2; M. A. Wood, 3; S. 
Beeves, 4; G. Mash, 5; B. French, 6; G. Muskett, 7; J. Pettit, 8 ; E. Horrex, ‘J ; 
J. M. Hayes, 10. Composed and conducted by Mr. H. W. Haley, sen.

T h e  P e a l .
2 3 4 5 6 HI. w. H.
2 5 6 3 4 2 1 1
3 2 5 4 6 2 2 2
4 3 2 6 5 2 2 2
6 4 3 5 2 2 2 2
5 6 4 2 3 2 2 2
3 5 2 6 4 2 1 2
6 3 5 4 2 2 2 2
3 4 6 2 5 2 2 _
0 3 4 5 6 2 2 2

Change-ringing by the W a ter lo o  Society  at Putney, Surrey.
O n Saturday, the 10th inst., eight members of the above Society rang at 

St. Mary’ s, Putney, the late Mr. John H olt’s original one-paiT peal of Grand­
sire Triples, 5040 changes, in 3 hrs. 12 mins. J. V .  Cattle, 1; C. T. 
Hopkins, 2; W . J. Williams, 3; J. Perks, 4; J. W. Mansfield, 5; H. Hopkins, ( i ;
A. Hayward, 7 ; B. Williams, S. Conducted by Mr. Cattle.

R e c e iv e d .— J. R . Jerranr; R . Sanderson; J, A s h  stead; Old S tr in g ; John P ritchard .
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T h e  G uild  o f  D evonsh ire R ingers.
T h e  Annual Meeting of this Society was held in  Exeter on Thursday, the 

21st inst., the Rev. C. S. Bero, one o f the Yice-Presidents, occupying the 
chair. The following report of the Committee was read hy the H on. Secretary 
(the Bey. J. L . Langdon Fulford), and agreed to :—

1 Steady growth has marked the third year of the Guild’s existence. On 
reference to last year’s list of members, it will he found that there were 94 
honorary and 102 performing members, while the number of names in the 
subjoined list, corrected to this day, is 97 of the former and 118 of the latter. 
This progress is the more satisfactory for two reasons : first, that it is chiefly 
among those who can carry out both the objects of the Guild, namely, the 

'performing members; and secondly, that the vacancies caused by the with­
drawal of those -who merely joined the Society to give it, when first started, a 
little pecuniary help, are more than filled up hy new members, showing that 
the principles advocated hy the Society are gaining ground in the county. 
First among the events of the past year, your Committee consider the sue- 
cessful attempt made to bring the subject of “ Church B ells” before the 
Congress held at Plymouth in October last. The fact that it was the last 
meeting of the session caused the attendance to be smaller than it would have 
otherwise been, but the number present was an unmistakable witness to tbe 
truth that the attention of Churchmen is becoming rapidly drawn to the all­
hut-neglected belfries of a few years since. Your Committee met four times 
during the year, and among the matters which occupied their attention was 
the question of the form of certificate of membership, which, after having 
been considered hy the Committee, had been referred back at one time to a 
general meeting, at another to the Committee. I t  has now been definitely 
decided upon, and will, it is hoped, he ready for distribution at the next 
general meeting. Among tho resolutions come to hy the Committee are the 
following:— 1. “  That the Secretary be requested to endeavour to obtain per­
mission of the Guild to inspect and report upon the work done in hanging 
and rehanging hells, or repairing cages, in the diocese.” In  several cases, 
during the past year, this has been acted upon; and the best thanks o f the 
Society are due to the well-known member of the Committee who has, at 
considerable personal inconvenience and loss of several days, placed liis 
valuable services at the disposal of the Guild. The Committee would urge 
members to endeavour to get this resolution acted upon in all cases where 
money is to he expended upon hells. They need hardly remind them that 
the difference between a low and high estimate of the cost of work in our 
steeples is very generally caused by a difference of scantling, and the particular 
dimensions of timber required in any case can only be known by persons 
acquainted with tlie requirements of ringers. The assistance of the Guild 
may thus prevent much waste o f money. 2. “  That a report of the ringing of 
all members who take part in general or district meetings shall be sent by 
the secretary or conductor of each band to the Secretary, within one week of 
the date of such meeting, stating the calls of, at least, one peal or touch, 
whether true or not, and the position of tbe ringers. These reports shall he 
brought before the Committee, and all peals or touches certified to he true 
shall be ordered to he entered in ‘ The Diary.’ ” The Committee felt that in 
cases where the expenses of members were wholly or in part borne hy the 
Guild, the Society had a right to be informed what had been done in the 
steeples at these meetings. During the past year only two peals have been 
rung by members, namely, a 5040 at Huntsham, and another at St. SidweU’s. 
The Diary, however, shows that the bands in union have not been idle. The 
rings— either new, augmented, or rehung— at Uplyme, Kingsbridge, SS. Philip 
and James, Ilfracombe, Meavey, Bideford, and Georgeham, were opened on 
behalf of the Guild by members selected in accordance with the Committee’s 
rule for “  special ringing,” and it is believed that by bringing change-ringing 
into new districts much good will be done. From the Diary, too (o f course 
records of true and complete peals must be looked for in the ‘ Peal-book’), we 
gather that the Huntsham band has rung one half peal and seven touches 
exceeding a 1000 each of Grandsire Triples, a touch of 704 Treble Bob Major, 
four peals of Treble Bob Minor, and two touches (respectively 504 and 588) 
of Stedman Triples. The records of the Exeter branch show that they have 
mastered Grandsire Doubles, and have commenced the practice of Grandsire 
Minor and Triples. The Broadclyst and Merton bands both report the per­
formance of peals of Grandsire Doubles. The patronage of the Guild has 
been sought, and willingly granted hy the Committee, for the apparatus 
applied hy Mr. Seage (a member of the G. D. R .) to the bells at Huntsham, 
Dunster, and St. Sidwell’s, whereby, at a small expense, the annoyance to the 
neighbourhood caused by ringers— especially young ones— learning new 
methods is avoided, and at the same time the ringers do not lose tlie help of 
the sound, as is ordinarily the ease with lashed clappers. The returns 
received from bell-founders and bell-hangers show that the past year has seen 
considerable sums spent in the belfries of Devon. Messrs. Abbott and Co., of 
Bideford, have added two trebles to and completely rehung the ring of six of 
St. Mary’s Church in that town ; Messrs. Blews and Co., o f Birmingham, have 
cast a treble for Cadbury, and recast the third at Exm inster; Messrs. Llewellin 
and James, of Bristol, have cast and hung fir e bells for SS. Philip and James, 
Ilfracombe, and a new treble at Kentisbeare; Messrs. Mears and Stainbank 
have cast and hung the eight at Kingsbridge, have added a treble at Morcliard 
Bishop, have recast the fifth at Bideford, have cast a ring of five for Thornbury, 
and recast all but tbo fifth in tbe ring of six at M eavey; Messrs. Warner and 
Sons added a treble and recast the second at Dolton, and have cast a ring of 
eight for St. Mary Church; Mr. Aggett, of Chagford, has executed repairs to 
the cages at Widdicombe-in-the-Moor and Drewsteignton; Messrs. Hooper 
and Stokes, of Woodbury, have reining the rings of six at Chittlehampton, 
Exminster, and Georgeham, repaired the ring of eight at Alphiagton, rehung 
the tenor at Golyton, and hung a new treble at Cadbury; Mr. Luxton, of 
Winkleigh, lias rehnng tlio three at Huntsham and the four at Iddesleigh.’

The Treasurer’s Report was next presented, and showed that the income 
of the Guild for the past year had been G0L 5s. id ., and that there was a 
balance in hand of 19Z. 9s. 2d.

I t  was unanimously resolved that the officers of the past year should he 
re-elected; namely, C. A. W . Troyte, Esq., President; the Archdeacons of 
Exeter, Barnstaple, and Totnes, the Earl of Devon, Rev. H. T. Ellacombe, 
Rev. C. S. Bere, and J. D. Pode, Esq., Yice-Presidents ; Rev. J. L. Langdon 
Fulford, Secretary; W . J. Woollcombe, Esq., Assistant-Secretary; W . B. 
Fulford, Esq., Treasurer. Four honorary and fifteen performing members 
were then elected, and, after deciding to hold a general meeting at Torquay 
on July 23rd, the meeting broke up.

R ep ly  to M essrs. M uskett and Lockw ood .
gm,— Although ‘ ’As- better late than never,’ I  have no doubt but tho 

letter of Mr. James Lockwood will do much towards removing existing doubts 
as to the Earlsheaton peal, and any aspiring band may now find ample room 
for skill and perseverance by ringing the peal correctly. In  reply to the 
remarks of ‘ Vigorniensis ’ I  heg to say, that I  am not the only person who 
throws out oblique hints, as someone is continually doing so towards a parti­
cular old friend o f mine. But, Sir, I  shall wait until I  get a reply to the long 
ear-shot business before I  throw out but one other; and although ‘ our 
friend,’ as he designates me, considers his letter an answer to mine, I  heg to 
inform him that I  find no answer in it. By the tone of that letter he would, 
I  presume, stifle all discussion and criticism. But after all these years, and 
an account o f that peal having appeared in the papers several Ames, let alone 
its mention from the pulpit, are we, I  ask, to believe the very first few 
printed words to the contrary ? Certainly n o t; for hy that means vve should 
have to believe one thing one day and another the next. No, S ir ; let us 
fish the thing to its foundation, where, of course, the truth is only to he found.

I  thank Mr. Lockwood for his outspoken letter ; and although I  wish to 
remain friends with Mr. Muskett, yet I  would ask him to study the F ulliam 
peal, and the different works on bell-ringing, and see whether the former is 
not a variation o f  one to be found in the latter. V i g i l a n c e .

Lancashire A ssoc ia tion  o f  Change-ringers.
On Saturday, June Oth, the Annual Meeting o f the above took place in the 

parish church schoolroom, Swintou, when about thirty of the membeis weie 
present; Mr. John Aspinwall, of Liverpool, presiding, in tbe absence of the 
President (Mr. W. G. Wray, Kirkham). The Report and balance-sheet were 
read over hy the Secretary, and were unanimously adopted. The election of 
officers was then proceeded with, with the following results : President: Mr.
J. Mason, Southport. Vice-Presidents: Messrs. W . Bowling, Levland; and 
J. Aspinwall, Liverpool. Committee: Messrs. J. Prescott, Ormskirk; H . Bentley, 
Bolton; E. Cash, Swinton; H . W . Jackson, Bolton ; J. Rothwell, Pendlebury; 
W. G. Wray, Kirkham; and J. Higson, Blackrod. Mr. J. R. Pritchard, Liver­
pool, Secretary; and Mr. G. Higson, Blackrod, Treasurer, were unanimously 
re-elected for the present year. Votes of thanks were then passed to the late 
officers for their services during the past year, and to the Chairman (Mr. 
Aspinwall), and the proceedings terminated.

After refreshment in the schoolroom they visited the parish church, and 
rang several touches of Grandsire Triples, conducted hy Messrs. H. W . 
Jackson and J. II. Pritchard. A  select hand afterwards visited Worsley 
Church, and rang 1008 changes of Grandsire Triples, conducted hy Mr.
H . W. Jackson. J- B- P e it c h a b d , Secretary.

Change-ringing at Guisborough, Yorkshire.
On Saturday evening, the lGth inst., a mixed company of ringers visited 

Guisborough, and bv permission of tbe Rector rang a peal of Grandsire 
Minor, being the first peal completed on the hells. The ringers were—•
G. J. Clarkson, Esq., 1 ; J. Gaines, 2; J. E. Hern, 3; I I .  Thompson, 4; W. 
Reed, Esq., 5 ; G. Overton, 6. Tenor, 11 cwt., in A. Conducted by Mr. 
J. Gaines.

R in gers ’ M eet at Lavenham , Suffolk.
On Thursday, the.21st inst., being the birthday o f Lavenham bells, many 

ringers from various places met to honour this grand ring o f eight. Leonaid 
Proctor, Esq., brought his talented company; a company, also, o f sixteen 
camefrom Sawbridgewortb, H erts; the College Youths were represented by 
Messrs. R. Sewell and J. E. Haworth; tlie Cumberlands hy Messrs. J. Cox, 
J. Home, and —  Hopkins ; besides many from the neighbourhood. Ringing 
began at 0.30, hy the Lavenham company, and was kept up till a late hour by 
visiting companies. Dinner w as served as usual, to which about fifty sat down. 
During the day Stedinan’s, Grandsire, Norwich and Double Norwich Court, 
Oxford and Kent Treble Boh, and Superlative Surprise, were the principal 
methods rung on the steeple hells. Next morning, at 7.30; Mr. Proctor’s 
company struck some touches of London Surprise and Stedman’s, and returned 
home. The companies afterwards visited Bury St. Edmund’s, where they 
were joined hy Captain Moore and G. Holmes, Esq., of the Redenhall company, 
and rang Stedman’s Caters; and at St. Mary’s (8), Stedman’s Iriples and 
Superlative Surprise.

T h e  C o llege  Youths at Fulham , on the i 6th inst.— Postscript.
T h e  first person who entered the belfry after the peal was brought louud 

was the Rector, the Rev. F. H . Fisher, and he congratulated the members 
upon having completed their peal. H e shook hands with all before leaving 
the belfry, and we certainly look upon this as a mark of good fee lm g; and 1. 
take this opportunity of thanking Mr. Fisher, through your columns, for his 
courtesy towards us. A. A. M u s k e t t ,  Secretary.

N o t ic e .— The continuation of 1 James Barham’s Book ’ has been post­
poned for want of space.

R eceived.-“ Vigorniensis; Vigilance; Listener,
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Church Property.

Si b ,—Some gentlemen have recently offered to put up some very handsome 
ornaments within the cburoli of which I  am the incumbent. The. cost would 
probably be over 7007. I  have told them, that since the declaration by the 
House of Lords touching the churchyards I  cannot consider that any church 
is safe, and I  have recommended them to abstain from entrusting any money 
to any church building whatever. I t  is true that the church has been restored 
within then tv years at enormous cost, hut I  hardly think this will secure it, 
after what the House of Lords has declared. I  shall greatly value the opinion 
of some of your readers. J. S.

A  P oss ib le  Solution  o f  the Burials Question.
Sir.,— Could not much be done, during the next nine months of respite 

towards solving the Burials Question by closing as many as possible of our 
unclosed churchyards ? The sanitary reasons for shutting out all burials are 
strong as ever. Most country churchyards are lull, and more than full, and 
we may reasonably expect that the Home Secretary will not put needless 
obstacles in our way. Only let us set to work in earnest, and, above all, at 
once. Tbe process is simple, and need not be tedious. Such a book as 
Baker's Laws relating to Burials will furnish all the information needed. The 
important point to keep before us is that time is everything, and it is pressing.

Barrow-on-Jlumher. K. B.
H ay-m ak in g  Drink.

Sin,—  I  have noticed in Church Bells o f the 30th June a letter from 
1 C. H . B .’ I  have given to all employed in my liay-field cold coffee four times 
a-day, instead of beer. All, men and women alike, expressed their great 
appreciation of it, and said they could do more work on it than with beer. I  
trust my experiment may be tried elsewhere.

P a r is h io n e r  on  H a t f i e l d  B r o a d  O a k , E s s e x .

Sir ,-— W ill you permit me, as an old Curate o f Jarrow, to say that the plan 
of letters commendatory spoken of by Mr. Liddell, Rector of Jarrow, is quite 
an old one in his parish, and in my day was acted upon pretty freely. We 
both gave and received such letters, especially from the Scotch clergy, and I  
can give testimony to their great value in such places as Jarrow, Hebburn, and 
Hebburn Quay, and trust the plan may be extended to even small parishes.

J. N o o n  J I u n e o r d , Hector of St. Allen, Cornwall.
Sie,— May I  be allowed to call attention to an advertisement in your paper 

of Bursaries at the Scholfe Cancellarii at Lincoln, so well known in connexion 
with the work o f the Bishop of Truro during his chancellorship ? These 
bursaries are due to the liberality of Churchmen in tbe diocese, who are 
anxious to assist (as far as possible) young men desirous of preparing for 
Holy Orders, who are unable to meet all the expenses connected with their 
residence here. W e have at present twenty-six. students, and attention is 
bestowed on the practical as well as on the theological training necessary for 
the ministerial life. E . T. L e e k e .

The Chancery, Lincoln.

‘ W h o  for the spangles wears the funeral p a ll? ’
W ho is so dazzled by the funereal trappings as to be willing to be en­

shrouded by them ?
No one— * But catch a gleam beyond it, and ’tis bliss.’
Look beyond death and the grave, beyond the pall, and then ye who are 

baptized into Christ's death see bliss, glory, and all ye can desire.
So paraphrases G. y .
P..S.—I t  is curious that, in the second line of the preceding verse, w h e re  

may be read were, and the meaning of the whole sentence will not be changed.
One  ‘ W . W . H . ’ begs to answer another 1 W. W. H.\ and to paraphrase 

Keble’s well-known line,—
‘ W ho fo r  the spangles w ears the funeral p a ll? ’

The sense is th is :— ‘ Who (if this life were all) would accept the sorrows 
and sadness of life for the sake of its brief and paltry pleasures?’ The 
argument of the poet is, that the only true joys of this world are such as are 
lit up hy a light from the world beyond.

Sib ,— T hough neither an interpreter of riddles or rhymes, I  venture, in 
reply to ‘ W. W, H .’s ’ query of last week, to paraphrase Keble’s line,—

‘Who for the spangles wears the funeral pall? ’ 
thus: ‘ Who as a coffin's tenant would don the coffin’s livery for the sake of 
that livery’s fair broideries?’ This suits the context. M a b t is  a b  A n t r o ,

Sir,— Your correspondent, * W. W. IT.’, cannot better be answered than 
by quoting from Robertson’s Life, page 3:26 :— ‘ You ask what is the meaning 
of Keble’s line,—

“  W ho for th e  spangles wears the funeral p a ll? ”

Ho lias just said that earth would not he worth having i f  it were all, even 
though affection’s hiss brightens it often, and then compares those kisses to 
spangles on the pall. Who would be in a coffin for the pleasure of having a 
velvet pall with spangles over him?’ &c. Perhaps the shortest paraphrase 
would be,—

‘ W ho for “  the sake o f ”  the spangles wears the funeral pall V
G. W. C.

[Many other, correspondents have sent exjdanations— all of them to tlie 
same effect.— E d .]

‘ V i c a r ,’ who some little time ago inquired for a design for an oak chest, 
would find some in Messrs. Cox and Sons’ Church Furniture Catalogue, 
Southampton Street, Strand, London.

‘ F. W r i g h t  ’ would he obliged to anyone who can recommend a book of 
prayers for mothers’ meetings.

£ W . T. H y a t t .’— T h e  b u ild in g  does n o t appear to  possess any specia l 
interest,

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

B elfry  D eform ation.
S i r ,— As a great deni has lately been written on Belfry Reform, I  tbink it 

is only right that attention should be called, as it has been before, to cases of 
‘ deformation,’ i f  I  may use the expression. Two such cases have occurred 
within the last few years in lily neighbourhood, I  am sorry to say, and doubt- 
less many more might be found in other parts of the country. The first case 
I  will mention is Tydd St. Mary, Lincolnshire. Here the ropes used to hang 
down, as Mr. Ellacombe recommends, 1 ad pavimentum.' The belfry was then 
well kept and open to the church; but lately the ringers have been put up 
into a dusty, noisy chamber under the bells, to gain access to which they have 
to ascend the spiral staircase nearly as high as tlie bell-chamber, and then 
descend into the ringing-room by means of a step-ladder. The tenor rope, 
which formerly used to hang in the arch opening into the church, thereby 
giving the ringer room to stand, isrnow thrown close to the wall, by being 
taken up so that the ringer cannot stand behind it. I  may add, that there 
used formerly to be a fair company of change-ringers here for a country 
village, but now they are all disbanded; the bells are never rung, and only 
chimed by an apparatus. The old belfry is now the vestry.

The other case is that o f Moulton, Lincolnshire, where at the restoration 
o f the church, some few years ago, the ringers were put up into the clock, 
chamber, close under the bells. Here the rope of the fourth bell was thrown 
close to tbe wall, and a huge clock-case effectually prevents the second and 
third ringers from seeing one another. The curate told me that lie thought 
the ringers ‘ a rough lot,’ and ‘ better up there out of the way;’ which only 
shows liow little they are thought of or cared for there. J. R. J e r r a m .

[T h e  curate would have formed a different opinion i f  he had kindly treated 
his ‘ rough lo t ; ’ and with regard to the position of the ropes, the bell-hanger 
don’t deserve to do another belfry job.— E d .]

Guild o f  W e s t  Ken t Bell-ringers.
T h i s  new Association held its first meeting at Dartford on June 15th, 

under the presidency o f the Rev. F. S. Forster. Several clergymen and 
ringers were present: in all about forty. Nothing is reported to us of progress 
in ringing or belfry reform; but, according to the Kent Advertiser, the meeting 
seems to have been for the enjoyment o f a good supper and listening to 
members’ speeches.

R oya l Cumberland S oc ie ty  (la te Lon don  Scholars).
O n  Saturday evening, the 30tli ult., eight members of this Society rang 

52-18 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major at St. George’s Church, Camberwell, 
in 3 hrs. 1 mins. The peal performed is a variation by H . Dams on a two- 
part composition of bis own, particulars of which are liere given. The band 
was— G. Newson, 1; J. Gobbett (first peal), 2 ; D, Stackwood, 0 ; H. Dams, 1;
H . Swain, 5 ; E. Gibbs, 0 ; IV. Baron, 7 ; J. Barrett, 8. Conducted by Mr. G. 
Newson. Tenor, 11 cwt.

N.B.— It  is fair to add, that this idea of placing the Cth— viz., retaining 
her in one position at so many successive course ends— belongs to Mr. W, 
Harrison of Mottram, although this is too first peal rung with so many 
tittum courses.

T h e  R e a l . T h e  V a r ia t io n .

2 3 4 5 6 11. B. W. H. 2 3 4 5 0 M. B. W. H.

6 3 5 4 2 2 — 1 2 0 3 5 4 - 1 1
4 5 3 6 2 1 _ O 5 4 2 6  3 _ 2
5 4 2 P 3 _ 1 2 5 3 4 6 2 - 1 1
4 ii 3 2 5 0 _ 2 3 5 6 4 - 1
6 2 4 5 3 — 2 4 3 6 5 - 1 1
3 4 2 5 6 2 _ 1 1 6 2 3 4 5 1 - 2

4 5 2 3 6 1 _ 2 4 6 5 3 -

2 5 3 4 0 1 1 3 2 5 4 6 - 2 2
5 4 3 2 6 1 - 4 5 2 3 6 1 - 2

Change-ringing by  the Yorkshire Association .
O n  Saturday, the 30th ult., the Society rang at A ll Saints, Ilkley, 5021 

changes of Kent Treble Boh Major, in 2 hrs. 59 mins. C. Ralph, 1; L. 
Cawood, 2 ; F. Marston, 3 ; R. Tulce, Esq., 1 ; J. Baldwin (first peal), 5; 
T. Lockwood, 6 ; J. Barraclough, 7 ; J. W , Snowdon, Esq., 8. The peal, 
which has the sixth its extent both ways in 5-6, all the 8 6 7’s and 8 0’s, was 
composed hy IV. Harrison of Mottram, and conducted by Jasper W . Snowdon. 
Tenor, 18 cwt.

R in g in g  at L iversedge , Yorkshire.
O n  Saturday, the 23rd ult., eight ringers of Liversedge rang a peal of 

Kent Treble Bob Major, consisting of 5088 changes, in 3 hrs. 1 mins. 
J . Whitworth, 1; W . Goodall, 2; J. Illingworth, 3; L. Illingworth, 1 ; G. 
Illingworth, 5; S. Goodall, 6 ; A. Briggs, 7 ; M . Ramsden, 8. The peal was 
composed by the late Mr. J. Barker, and conducted by W. Goodall.

O pen ing o f  a R in g  o f  S ix N e w  B ells  at A rlesey , Bedfordshire.
O n  the 27th ult. the Ancient Society of College Youths had the honour of 

being appointed to open a new ring of six at Arlesey, cast hy Messrs. V  arner 
and Sons. The party were Messrs, Haley, sen. and jun., Cooper, Muskett, 
Wood, Greenleaf. The tower was consecrated and the morning sermon 
preached by the Bishop of E ly ; that in the evening by the Vicar of Hitchin.

N o t ic e .— W e advise our ringing friends not to attempt any pleasure peals 
during these hot summer months. Ringers, metals, timbers, ropes, and the 
whole gear, are affected by the heat, so as to make ringing a toil, and not a 
treat o f pleasure. __________

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— I I .  P . H . ; S e n e x ;  B .  M . ; A  W o r k e r ;  L . W . ; F . C . G .
R e c e i v e d . — W . B. F u l f o r d ,  and others. Mr. K eeb le  has not favoured u s  w ith  ‘  copy’ 

in extemo.
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J A M E S  B A R H A M ’ S B O O K .
B y  J a s p e r  W .  S n o w d o n , I lk le y ,  n ea r L e e d s .

( Continued from  p. 349.)
XfaESE peals, the first twenty of which were rung with the Lenharn Society, 

at Harrietsham, commence with a 5040 of Plain Bob Triples in 1744, and 
amongst other peals with this Society, Barham rang 10,080 of Double Bob 
Major in seven hours, in 1740; and in 1747-—‘ the first eight-bell peal that we 
ever rung abroad’— was accomplished, being a 5040 of Bob Major at Wing- 
ham, in Kent. In  1748, 5040 of ‘ Fulham Tripples,* one o f the methods in 
Annable’s booh, was completed— ‘ and the striking was very fair.’ The Wye 
ringers certainly never found favour in Barham’s eyes, as when he rang 5040 
o f Bob Major at Faversham, in 1749, ‘ W ye ringers were here at the same time, 
but rung nothing to talk of at all.’ There is an entry to tell that on ‘ Sunday, 
January 21st, 1750, we went to London, to ringing, and came home 011 Thurs­
day.’ i  always wonder where they went to, and whether they saw Holt, 
Annable, Reeves, or any of the men whose names we now hold in esteem. 
I t  was evidently an event, as it is about the only note in the MS. which does 
actually relate to peal-ringing.

Prize-ringing was not unknown in Barham’s day, as in 1750 :—
‘ There was e igh t ve lve t caps o f  three pounds value rung for a t Faversham  in  Kent, 

w h ieh  was carried o ff by  w e— the Lenharn company— w ithou t oppos ition ; bu t we, to 
entertain  the hearers, rung the fo llow in g  e igh t d ifferent peals m ethod ica lly  thus.’

The number o f changes amounted to 5324, and comprised Treble Bob, 
and variations of Bob Triples and Bob Major, and ‘ each peal was rung the 
first trial, and without any bells changing course.’ On W hit Monday, 1750, 
Barham assisted in 10,080 of Boh Major, and in the same year rang in 5040 
of the same method— ‘ the first peal ever rung on them bells the new peal,’ at 
Maidstone. A  peal of 5040 Bob Major Reverse, rung in 1751, is described as 
‘ The first ever rung in England.’ In  1751 a ring of hells seems to have been 
placed in the church at Lenham, as the following entry shows :—

‘ On F riday , M ay 17th, 1751, was rung a t Lenham  in  K en t, 5040 Bob M ajor in  3 hours 
14 m inutes, the bells never being  all rung before, so that the first change ever rung on 
thorn all was tho  first change o f a 5040.’

In  November, 1751, he assisted in a peal of 6480 Bob Caters at Leeds, in 
Kent, which is, however, called ‘ the method of Bob Major Tripples in the 
tittums;’ and in the same month ‘ 8100 of ten in.’ In  December of the 
same year the performances commence, under the name of the Leeds Youths, 
the first entry being a peal of 6480 of Bob Caters, and in the following January 
he assisted in a peal of 7200 of the same method. About tbis time the Leeds 
men seem to have been thinking of nothing hut long peals, as the two following 
entries show. What is the reason that the method is not named, and tbe 
changes are called ‘ quadruple and triple changes,’ is a mystery to me, unless 
it can mean that so many changes were rung but that the truth was not 
vouched for. However, these are the entries as they stand:—

‘ Saturday, December 30, 1752, was rung a t hom e betw een  fourteen and fifteen  thousand 
Quadruple and T rip le  changes in  9 hours and 30 minutes.

‘ On Saturday, fo rtn igh t a fter, being  the 13th o f  January, 1753, was rung 20,160 Quad­
ruple and T r ip le  changes in  18 hours 34 miuutcs. This being the greatest perform ance o f  
ringing b y  several thousand changes. Th is peal includes Abraham  and Thom as Barham .’

, After this only one other peal was rung during th e  same year by Barham, 
and in 1754 he only recorded two 5000’s, b u t  in the following year five peals 
are entered, viz. on February 1 0 th  and 22nd, 5040’s of Bob Major, and,—  

‘ Monday, February 24th, 1755, being the day the W ye  ringers came to  r in g  us for half- 
a-guinca a man. W e  rung 5040 Bob M ajor in  3 hours 10 minutes, the first trial, and th ey  
about 2160 o f the same peal, though ve ry  badly.’

The remaining peals were, an attempt for the full complement of Boh 
Major and the return match with the W ye men. The former of these per­
formances is the one owing to which, probably, the name of Barham is now 
so.well known in the ringing world, and shows what prolonged exertion a 
strong man is capable of enduring. Tlie following are the entries :—

‘ M onday, March 31st, 1755, w e attem pted  a t 40,320 quadruple and T rip le  changes, Bob 
Major, aud ended thus, v iz . :— at 2 o ’clock in  the afternoon began, and on  Tuesday m orn ing 
a t 6 o ’clock the Gth bell clapper broke, a fter rin g in g  24.S00 changes, th is  never been 
attem pted before, and tbe greatest perform ance o f r in g ing  ever known. Iu  th is peal 
James Barbara stood 14 hours 44 m inutes under the 7th bell, d rank tw o  glasses o f  w ine 
and called al 1 the bobs.

‘ On Monday, M ay 26th, 1755, was ru n g  at W ye, 5040 changes o f Bob M ajor in  3 hours 
and 22 minutes, against the r ingers o f  that place fo r half-a-guinea a  man, so w e beat them  
both a t Leeds and W ye to th e  great dishonour o f tha t com pany.’

In  1756 Barham rang ‘ 5040 changes of that hard peal called Court Boh, 
which was never rung in Kent before,’ and ‘ 6720 changes called Morning 
Exercise, in four hours and twenty-one minutes, although a very hard peal, 
and never rung before so it seems tbat he was an advocate for advancement, 
and was not contented to ring all his peals in one or two methods.

On Whit Monday, 1760, a peal of 5184 of Oxford Treble Bob Major was 
rung at St. Mary’s, Dover, ‘ which was the greatest performance of ringing 
ever done in that steeple, notwithstanding the organ— which is only shifted 
from the belfry by a light deal partition— played for three quarters of an hour 
at the latter end of the peal.’ Probably many of my readers can recall similar 
troubles. I  remember being * attacked ’ by an organ in this way in a peal of 
Grandsire Triples, but as it was under our feet I  think we should have held 
our own had it not been ably seconded by a hand, which sounded as if  
principally composed of drums, starting in the street.

(T o  be continued.)
Genuine Com positions, &c.

S i r ,— I  have nothing to complain of, as regards myself, in the remarks of 
your correspondent ‘ Vigilance,’ inserted in your issue of the 2nd u lt.; in 
fact, he seems to agree with me upon most of the points I  have alluded to in 
the observations I  have thought proper to make, and which you have kindly 
allowed to appear at various times in the columns of Church Bells. Notwith­
standing, I  beg to take the liberty, Sir, with your permission, of making a few 
comments on his letter.

First, with reference to the affair at Earlsheaton. In  connexion with tbis, 
‘ Vigilance’ desires more information than has been published. What does 
he require? Mr. George Muskett has informed us that a certain hell was, by 
some unorthodox manipulation, brought into the hunt in order to force the 
bells home. That gentleman would not have made such a statement if  he 
had not been satisfied of its correctness. From ‘ information received ’ there 
is not the slightest doubt but that the peal was false; in fact, the occurrence I  
have just mentioned would prove it to he so. Besides, amidst all the con­
demnation that has been passed upon it, the gentlemen of Earlsheaton have 
remained profoundly silent: they have, in fact, allowed judgment to go by 
default. Would ‘ Vigilance,’ had he been one in the peal, have remained silent 
i f  he knew there was not the slightest foundation for such an amount of un­
favourable criticism ? I  think not. I  take leave of this subject, hoping never 
again to have cause to revert to it, unless the Yorkshire gentlemen should 
prove, to the satisfaction of the exercise, that their peal was true; in which 
case, no one would be more happy than your humble servant to congratulate 
them on the event.

Now for the other part of the letter. c Vigilance,’ in referring to such ex­
cellent qualities a man may possess as enable him, though outside the steeple, 
to pick up the course-ends of a peal during its progress, intimates that these 
abilities, though a great acquisition to the persons themselves, and also to the 
Society to which they may belong, have been used for the purpose of ‘ cribbing ’ 
the compositions o f other composers, who had unsuccessfully attempted to 
get them rung for the first time. This is a serious accusation against any 
composer. There seems to be an attack made upon some one here. I  trust 
your correspondent speaks advisedly, but I  think that unless he is cognisant 
himself of the matter he alludes to he ought to have remained silent. Though 
this letter is written in a friendly spirit towards him, I  cannot refrain from 
saying that, in my humble opinion, it shows very questionable taste on his 
part in bringing such a subject before tbe exercise. I t  is not my province 
to take up the cudgels on behalf of anyone who is hinted at by the letter of 
‘ Vigilance,’ neither do I  think it advisable to pursue this subject, especially in 
tbe columns of this paper, but will pass on to notice what he proposes as a 
check to ‘ these anomalies.’ Such a system of registration as he advocates in 
the fourth paragraph of his letter may answer very well to a certain extent, but 
I  have yet to learn that it would prevent false performances being foisted upon 
the ringing exercise as genuine peals. Besides, what sort of a time would 
the editor of Church Bells have i f  his columns were opened to receive produc­
tions from all comers ? The very idea seems to fill one’s mind with dismay. 
Look at tho bastard date touches we should he obliged to have thrust under 
our very noses; and examples of defunct and ‘ favourite ’ touches of that chaotic 
kind o f ringing yclept ‘ Churchyard Bob ’ would probably be brought into 
print by some opinionated professor. That there is room for improvement in 
this matter, however, I  can cordially agree with your correspondent.

In  the last paragraph o f his letter ‘ Vigilance ’ seems inclined to be petulant, 
because I  award compliments too freely. There is an old proverb, something 
about4 glass houses and throwing s to n e s le t  me beg o f him to ponder 011 it.
1 don’t think I  uttered anything far from truth. I  gladly add my testimony 
to his with regard to the esteem in which our old friend at St. Clement 
Danes is held; likewise Mr. John Cox, who has well deserved the compli­
ment just paid him. I  could enumerate others i f  I  pleased, but my object in 
my last was to point out, to those exclusive persons who wish to debar others 
from the steeple, a gentleman as an example for them to follow, and by their 
ringing principles to imitate. I pass over lightly no one’s endeavours for the 
benefit of the science, but give, or try to give, everyone his due; hut i f  I  
unintentionally made what appeared to ‘ Vigilance’ an invidious distinction, 
may I  hope he will not be angry, but suffer me to expiate my offence, which I  
shall be truly glad to do in any manner he wishes.

One word more. In  the last paragraph of his letter he says : ‘ And never, 
says the old man’ [meaning, I  presume, Mr. Cox], ‘ did I  attempt to get pos­
session of another’s composition, either by variation or otherwise.’ This is 
negative praise. Has anybody said Mr. Cox did ? I  have not read anything 
in any paper accusing that gentleman of appropriating to himself anyone 
else’s compositions. Then why, and to what purpose, is this remark? Has 
anyone else done so ? Let ‘ Vigilance’ speak out, not shelter himself under 
vague and mysterious innuendos, but come boldy forward and proclaim in 
plain English who is the individual that has done so, and then take upon his 
own shoulders alone the responsibility of the accusation; having a care, 
however, that he ‘ hits the right nail on the head.’ V ig o r n ie n s is .

M eetin g  o f  the Yorkshire Assoc ia tion  o f R ingers.
On Saturday, July 7th, the quarterly meeting of this Society ■was held at 

Calverley, near Leeds, when there was a large attendance of ringers, and a 
most pleasant day was passed. During the morning eight of the officers rang 
5024 changes o f Kent Treble Bob Major at the church (St. Winifred’s), in
2 hrs. 54 mins. J. Lockwood, 1 ; H . Hubbard, jun., 2 ; TV. Whitaker, 3 : R. 
Tuke, Esq., 4 ; W . Elliott, 5 ; T . Lockwood, 6 ; C. Jackson, 7; J. W . Snowdon, 
Esq., 8. The peal, which has the Cth twelve times home and nine times 
wrong in 5-6, was composed and conducted by T. Lockwood. Tenor, 10J cwt.

During the afternoon committee and general meetings took place; the P re­
sident, Jasper W. Snowdon, Esq., occupying the chair. The October meeting 
was appointed to be held at Haley H ill, Halifax. Votes of thanks to the Vicar 
and Churchwardens of Calverley for the use of the hells, and to the Calverley 
ringers for their preparations and kind hospitality, were passed.

Guild N otice .
T h e  Change-ringers of Newcastle-on-Tyne, Hurworth-on-Tees, North 

Shields, and neighbourhood, will hold a meeting in the city of Durham 011 
Monday, July 16th, for the purpose of forming a Guild for the two counties 
of Durham and Northumberland, when some influential gentlemen are ex­
pected to attend. A ll ringers in the district are kindly invited.

R e c e iv e d .—S. S p itt le ; and others.
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Theoph ilus Lynch .
S i r ,— Theophilus Trinel Lynch, the author of those quaint and suggestive 

Letters to the Scattered, so deservedly praised by ‘ I. R. V.’ in Church Bells of 
July 7th, was an Independent minister, and died about six years ago. He 
preached at Mornington Church, in tbe Hampstead Road, to a small congre­
gation of devoted adherents; and his reputation, deep i f  not wide, attracted 
occasional hearers of various communions, including some well-known literary 
men. I, for one, think him the best preacher I  have ever heard. His pub­
lished sermons do no justice to the way in which his thoughts worked them­
selves out before his hearers, and his hands, his pain-worn face, his whole 
body, seemed to join in their utterance. His preaching was most suggestive, 
without being dogmatic; he put living words into men’s minds and souls, 
and there they worked as seeds of Christian hope. Men, who would not be 
found at any other place of worship, who laughed at orthodoxy, there received 
unconsciously the germs of renewed life. I  cannot think o f any other London 
preacher whose sermons have been so germinative. And he was a delightful 
spiritual poet. One of his hymns is in the Bool: o f  Praise; but the Rivulet 
contains many better than this one, some full of quaint beauty, and others 
overflowing with passionate zeal and sympathy. I  know some receptive poets 
who like some of these religious poems better than any in the Christian Tear. 
When he died, an appreciative notice of his work appeared in the Spectator ; 
indeed, his great worth had long been recognised in . that paper. His 
biography has been written, but it is disfigured by too much polemical matter. 
This notice may be of use to your readers. H. J. Budkeley.

Lenchwick, Evesham.
P.S.— The Rivulet is, or at least was, published by Longmans.

P o o r  L iv in g s .
Sir,— I  am too poor even to take in Church Bells, but a kind friend sends it to 

me. I  have to.day received the number for July 14. Speaking of the income 
of the Vicar o f Leverington you say, ‘ The benefice, which is stated to be of 
the value of 23501, a-year, is one of those which by some are regarded as 
coveted prizes, hy others as blemishes in the financial system of the Church, 
which should he remedied as soon as possible hy a distribution of income 
more in accordance with the distribution of population.’ A t the end of the 
same number is an appeal in aid of ‘ the Church of England Incumbents’ 
Sustentation Eund,’ and this appeal states that nearly 4000 benefices have an 
income of less than 2001. Now, a large number of these are in the gift of the 
Bishops. Passing over private livings, can nothing he done towards equalising 
the iueomes of the livings in public patronage ? I  hold a Bishop’s liv ing; 
population 900; parish about four miles long; no one to help m e ; income 
1001. A ll my people are poor, save and except one man, and lie has contri­
buted 51. towards our Church work. By dint of hard work we have managed 
to put our church in order, and get an organ, the cost of the whole being
4441., o f which sum only 351. could he raised in the parish. Some little 
interest attaches to the church, as it was, I  believe, the second built as the 
result of the ‘ Oxford Movement.’ We must enlarge our churchyard very 
shortly. We have the ground; still, there must he a heavy expense for walling 
and levelling. My people cannot meet the expense, neither can I. What is 
to be done ? Am I  to tell my poor folic that 1 we are full, and they must go 
for a resting-place for their dead to the Wesleyan burial-ground at the other 
end of the village ?’ I f  my income were 2001, instead of 1001., this difficulty 
would not be staring us in the face, neither would some of my poor folk have 
to go to the neighbouring clergy for the help I  cannot give them. I  must 
resign, and hope that the Bishop w ill give the living to a rich man who can 
pay all such expenses; hut how hard that I  should he compelled to do this ! 
I  am glad to say that my people do not wish me to leave them. W e are happy 
together, and they are continually asking me i f  ‘ in a rich Church like ours 
nothing can be done to help us.’ I  am convinced that such instances as this 
are encouraging the poor to indulge very hard thoughts against those who 
govern the Church. I  enclose my card. G. T. C.

Fees.
S ir,—The following is a list o f fees I  am requested to pay 011 institution 

to a benefice o f 150!. per annum;—
Preparing presentation .. .. IS  2 0
Viqar-General or Chancellor .. 0 1(1 8
Registrar .. .. .. .. 2 2 4
Secretaries ., .. .. 4 4 0
Apparitor .. .. . .  .. 0 3 (i
Sealer .. .. .. .. 0 4 6
Record Keeper ., .. .. 0 2 6
Paid parchment, postages, See. . .  0 3 8

£9 19 2
This may he news to some who are obliged to consider whether it is prudent, 
to take a benefice of the above value. Of the officials, one secretary alone 
appeared on the scene at institution. A  V ic a r .

H in t to  Country and Seaside Churches.
Sie ,— I  have heen visiting a small watering-place on the east coast of 

Yorkshire, and whilst exploring the place and seeking out the churches, of 
which there are two, I  looked, but looked in ysin, for a list of the services, 
hours for service, &e. This omission induces me to ask you i f  I  may be 
allowed to suggest that strangers should be informed everywhere, hy means 
of boards suitably placed, of the various times for services, &c. I t  would be a 
great boon, and would, no doubt, induce many persons to attend, who from 
want of such information cannot do so, and perhaps find out, when they are 
on the point o f leaving, that they have lost opportunities they would otherwise 
have gladly embraced. I  speak from experience over and over ag- in.

E a r n e s t ,
Eooks W an ted .

A n  effort, as yet in its infancy, is  being m ade for the neglected police 
force in the Mauritius, by Mrs, Prince, the in va lid  w idow  of their la te  super­

intendent, and daughter of the missionary, Eev. P. Ansorge. She would he 
grateful for copies of the Parish Magazine, Hand and Heart. British Workman, 
Leisure Hour, Sunday Reading fo r the Young, Chatterbox, The Prize, for men 
and their families; either sent out monthly to her at Plaisance, Eose Hill, 
Mauritius, or directed to her, care o f Mrs. Malaher (who will forward them 
once a-year), 5 Tyndale Place, Upper Street, Islington. Information about 
the work will he gladly given by Miss Clark, 3 Upper Eoclc Gardens, Brighton.

H aym aking Drink.
S i r ,— On this subject, which has drawn forth several letters in your 

columns lately, I  should like to call your attention to a pamphlet, Hard Work 
in the Fields in H ot Weather, published hy J. ICempster & Co., St. Bride’s 
Avenue, Fleet Street, price one penny. 3V. <*•

Liverpool.
Sir,— I  send a receipt, which may he either the same as 4 C. H. B.’ means, 

with fuller directions, or equally good: it is called4 Skilley.’ Take a. gallon of 
water, and three ounces o f coarse oatmeal. Throw the oatmeal into boiling 
water, with white sugar to taste. Let it boil an hour and strain it off. A\ hen 
cold, add orange or lemon juice to taste. Rhubarb, currants, apples, or any 
fruit, could he used to flavour, and the peel of orange or lemon will do if 
boiled in the skilley. I*. k-

Woodspeen, Newbury.
‘ D. C. L .’ will feel obliged i f  any reader of Church Bells cap. inform him 

whether it would he more advantageous to offer a benefaction to Queen 
Anne’s Bounty or the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, hy way o f augmenting a 
living o f 290!. per annum, with three separate churches. The living is in 
private patronage.

S i r ,— Can you inform me of a Home or Institution where a poor person of 
the following description could be received ? She is a blind woman, middle- 
aged, in utterly destitute circumstances, and in weak health; lately become a 
widow. I  should he most grateful for any information on this subject. 
Answer to be sent to F. B., 18 Pembroke Road, Kensington, V .

£E. B .’ on July 7, mentions Baker’s Laws relating to Burial. but will he 
kindly next week give the price and publisher’s name?— A C o u n t r y  V ic a r .

4 A  R e a d e r  of Church Bells,' who asks about Confirmation and makes 
reflections on 4 clergymen who are strong sticklers for such portions of the 
rubrics as fall in with their own view’s,’ is referred to the rubric at the end ol 
the Confirmation Office, as laying down the rule which directs that the ILoly 
Communion he not, except in a specified case, administered to the uncon­
firmed. I f  they are ready and desirous to be confirmed they would he 
admitted; i f  they are not ready and desirous they would he excluded ; and 
probably most Church people would agree that those who would not accept 
this Apostolical rite could hardly he fit recipients of the Sacrament.

< H. G.’ I t  is very desirable that the work of which you write should he
prosecuted, and there are societies and individuals who make it their special 
object. The Girls’ Friendly Society takes up, as you observe, a different 
branch, for which experience has shown that there was a great opening; and 
the results have, we believe, been very happy.

‘ E. M. S.’ informs 4 J. P. S.’ that Collage Readings in Genesis is published 
hy S. W. Partridge, Paternoster Row.

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— (J. I f ya n  ; P . S. P .

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

J A M E S  B A R H A M ’ S B O O K .
B y  J a sp e r  W .  S n o w d o n , I lk le y ,  n ea r L e e d s .

(Concluded from  p. 387.)
I n  1701 two wonderful performances "were recorded, but, unfortunately, 

only the following very scanty particulars are given ;—
‘ Easter M onday, M arch 23rd, 1761, we attem pted  to  r in g  at hom e 40,320 o f  Bob M ajor, 

bu t had tho m isfortune to  overturn a b e ll a fter r in g in g  17,000 changes.
‘ T o  t h e  h o n o u r  op t h e  L eeds  Y o u t h s . On Tuesday A p ril 7tli and Stb, 1,01, they 

attem pted a t that surprising undertak ing to  r in g  the w ho le  peal o f  Bob M ajor, consisting 
o f  40,320 changes, being th e  total num ber o f changes upon e igh t bells, w hich was complete, I 
in  27 hours w ith  on ly  fourteen-m en, v iz

James Barham. W illiam  D avis. James H am pton.
Thomas Barham. W illiam  A ttw ood . Edw ard Cook.
Abraham  Barham . Thom as Lacy . Stephen Bayloy.
'W illiam  T ilby . John Crisp. A n d  John Borah.'
H en ry  T ilb y . R ichard Masters.

From a copy of a newspaper cutting which Mr. G. H . Barnett kindly 
forwarded to Church Bells, November 13th, 1875, it will he remembered that 
tho occasion of the ringing of the 40,320 was when the Hon. Robert Fairfax 
and Sir W. Knatchbull, Bart, were chosen as members of Parliament.

On Christmas Day, 1762, he rang 6720 of Court Bob, 4 the most extra­
ordinary thing of its kind ever done;’ and a similar peal is entered as having 
heen rung at Harrietsham a short time after, 4 notwithstanding its difficult 
and abstruse method.’ A peal of Oxford Treble Bob, 4 on that celebrated 
peal o f eight hells at Ashford,’ is entered with this observation,— 4 Tbe truest 
and best ringing I  ever heard for so long a time. Wye ringers, at the same 
time, was there, and rang a short bit or two, but very badly indeed.’ On, 
January 20th, 1765, there was rung hy the men at Leeds 6720 of Court Bob, 
ten in ,"4 this being the most of this method yet rung.’ It  would, therefore, 
be very interesting if, at this time, we could tell which variety of Court Boli 
the ringing was in. On February 2nd in the same year, the same men rang 
4 5400 complete changes of a Treble Bob peal Ten In , called Morning 
Pleasure,’ and on W hit Monday they 4 attempted to ring 10,080 changes 
Oxford Treble Boh ten in, and rung about 6000 and lost It.’ In  the following 
venr4 was rung at home 5056 changes of Morning Exercise.’
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Baring 1767-8 Barham did not ring in a peal, in 1760 only in one peal, 

in 1770 lie rang in three peals, and in 1771 he recorded seven. One of the 
peals rung in 1770 was ‘ at Sevenoaks, the first trial— 5184 changes o f Oxford 
Treble Bob,’ and the following note is appended to the record:—

‘ N .B . The College You ths rung a t the same t im e  5056 o f  th e  same peal in  3 hours 
22 m inutes, bu t th ey  tu rned  5 bells out o f  course, w h ich  is not all owned.’

Amongst the refeords for 1773 is 5088 of Treble Bob rang at Bromley, 
which has the following note:—

* Th is is the first long peal ever rung on th em  bells, though  th ere has been tw o  com ­
pany? from  Lon don  to  t r y . ’

Another o f the peals rung in that year by thirteen men, was :—
113,440 o f  Boh M ajor in  7 hours and 36 m inutes. Th is  being  one th ird  o f the 40,320, 

and includes all the TS’s, and th e  678, and the 5678’s.’

In  1774 a peal o f c 5088 complete changes of New Oxford Treble Bob,’ to 
which is added, * and never rung before,’ is recorded. This is evidently Kent 
Treble Bob, of which many peals were afterwards rung by the Leeds Youths 
in the following years. The next peal of interest is one which, some time ago, 
I  alluded to in these columns :—

‘ Monday, 1st January, 1781, was rung a t hom e 5040 changes o f  Bob M ajor in  3 hours 
13 m inutes, b y  the fo llow ing young boys, and th e ir ages

Age, years. A ge , years. A ge , years.
H en ry  T ilb y    81 I Abraham  Barham  ... 65 James Barham  ... 55
R ichard Masters ... 55 John  Crisp   55 Thomas Lacy  ... 53
Thomas Barham ... 5S ! John F ree land   69

A ll  th e ir  ages am ount to  491 years.’

The average age is, therefore, nearly 61-| years. In  1784 Barham rang 
in three peals of New Oxford Treble Bob ten in, to one of which— 5760 
at Maidstone, on November 8th, 1784 —  this remark is appended:— ‘ This 
peal was never rung before, only by the Leeds Youths.’ This is rather 
indefinite, as it may apply either to the method or the number of changes. 
The following entry is next recorded:—

‘  M onday, 15th Novem ber, 1784.— A t  M aidstone the C ollege You ths rung 5040 changes 
o f  O ld O xford  Treb le  Bob in  3 hours 40 m inutes.’

On Tuesday, 25th December, 179% James Barham, William Davis, and 
Thomas Lacy, with five others, rang in a peal of 5088 Treble Bob at home, 
and the following day the same company rang the same peal at Lenham. 
These peals were evidently rung so that the next record might be the 100th 
peal which James Barham performed : and when it is noticed that his two 
friends also took part in this peal, it will, I  think, be allowed, that for men
aged respectively one 67 and two 65 years the three pegls in eight days made
a very creditable performance. The following is the performance alluded to, 
the average age of the performers being nearly 73 years :—

‘ Tuesday, 1st January, 1793, was rung a t hom e 5040 changes o f  Bob M ajor in  3 hours 
12 m inutes b y :—

Years. Years. Years.
Samuel G ray lin g  ... 82 I W illiam  Davis ... 65 I Thomas L a c y   65
Thomas Barham  ... 70 James H u n t ... 70 James Barham ... 67
Abraham  B a rh a m ... 77 | I James Freeland ... 86
T h e  w hole m ak ing 582 years. Th is  peal com pletes the hundred rang a t several places 

b y  Jam es Barham .’

By reference to the tablet, previously given, which describes this peal, it 
will be seen that it is there stated that John Freeland rang in it. Now, in 
the Veterans’ peal on January 1st, 1781, John Freeland was 69 years o f age, 
and i f  it was the same man as is here called James, he would be 81 years old, 
and the united ages would be 577, as stated on the tablet, which is an average 
of a little over 72 years for each man.

On June 3rd, 1796, Barham rang in 10,080 of Treble Bob, when he would, 
therefore, be 70 years old. In  the peals recorded about this time there 
is one thing which will, I  suppose, always be found in the records o f any 
heavy-bell ringer who continues to ring until he is well advanced in l i fe ; that 
is, his name begins to be found more frequently amongst the light bells. 
During all his earlier peals Barham nearly always rang the seventh bell, and 
now and then, hut very seldom, the tenor; still he was always towards the 
heavy end; but as he grew older nature would not be denied, and he began to 
take his place very frequently at the treble, and the names with which his per­
formances used to be associated gradually disappear from the lists and other 
generations take their places. I  also notice in the peals I  have before me that 
one or two are inserted which are not given in the list that was printed during 
the life of Barham ; both, however, agree with regard to the two following, 
which are the last I  shall quote, being, indeed, the last in which Janies Barham 
rang:—

‘ M onday, lS th  December, 1S09, was rung at hom e 5184 changes o f O xford  Treb le  Bob  
in  3 hours 16 minutes, b y :—
■lames Barham, 84, f ir s t ; I Jas. Bolden, 46, fourth  ; I Thos. Austin , 74, seventh 
Thos. B igg, 4-5, second ; M r. Sweetlove, 49, f i f th ; Geo. T ilby, 62, tenor.
W in. T ifby , 73, th ird ; I B eu j. Bottle , 46, s ix th ; |

A ll  these ages added together, 479 years.
‘ M onday, 25th October, 1813.— The Leeds Youths, to  exercise five  young hands, rung a 

com plete peal o f  5040 changes o f  Bob M ajor in  3 hours 13 minutes, b y—James Barham , 
88, 1 ;  R ichd. Gibbon, 2 ; Thos. B igg , sen. 3 ; W m . Holland, 4 ; Jas. Bolden, o ;  Jas. 
H olland, 6 ; Thos. B igg , jun. (ca lled  th e  Bobs), 7 ; and Tiros. Cook, tenor.’

A t the end o f the book is written :—
'  Jam es Barham  d ied January 14th, 1818, aged 93 years.
‘ The aforesaid peals w ere copied from  James Barham ’s book, w r itten  b y  himself, in to  

a bonk b y  John Naunton, o f  Ipsw ich , 1S66. Th e book  was len t h im  b y  a person a t 
M aidstone.’

Genuine Com positions, &c.
S i b ,— I  gladly recognise and heartily reciprocate the f r ie n d ly  expressions 

by ‘ Yigorniensis ’ in his letter of the 14th inst. I  observe also in  this letter 
a kind of negative interest: he don’t intend to defend anyone, and yet by the 
time he reaches the end of his letter he fights furiously. H e questions my 
taste at bringing this matter before the exercise, and then asks, Who is the 
offending individual ? closing his letter with a caution to myself.

W ell now, at the outset, let me tell him in a friendly way, that as a gentle­
man he must allow me to speak in my own way: ‘ oblique fashion,’ i f  he so 
chooses to term it, for I  don't mind. Concerning ‘ the nail’— well, I  think I  
have not only bit the right one, but driven it nearly home, where I  intend to

leave it—for a time, anyhow. Should this not please 1 Yigorniensis,’ let him 
finish the work. I  think he could do it—perhaps better than myself; any­
how, I  know he cannot say I  invented the story. I  beg also to tell him, that 
by his mention of negative praise, in my opinion that praise has become 
positive, and therefore I  say, ‘ W ell done, Vigorniensis! ’

His careful regard for compositions, legitimate or illegitimate, coming in 
contact with the Editor’s nose, is ludicrous in the extreme; and although I  
have been a ringer all my life, I  never heard of but one composition or touch 
on Churchyard Bob : that, I  believe, was left in Dundee, for the edification 
o f a promising young hand of ringers of that place, some time ago, and there­
fore I  doubt i f  any fear can he apprehended on that score. I  confess, how­
ever, that I  don’t understand that method; but I  am told that it contains some 
most musical changes, although he speaks of it in such a burlesque manner.

As to my taste— well, really, I  thought I  had, anyhow I  tried, to suit 
both my taste and palate to his in what I  said, and i f  I  have failed I  am sorry; 
hut ‘ one cannot please everybody.’ Taste, moreover, appears to change at 
times, especially when one’s appetite is appeased.

Amongst his exclamations at the close o f his letter, * Vigorniensis ’ says, 
‘ Has any one else ?’ To this I  answer as follows :— Let my friend refer to 
Mr. Banister’s work on Change-ringing, and he will find amongst others a 
peal o f Triples obtained by means of bobs only. Then let him refer to Shipway, 
page 60, 3rd vol., there he will find the same peal, the ‘ Ne plus ultra.’ Then 
let him turn to page 135 of the same work, and tho 0720 rung by the Cumber­
lands at St. Giles, Camberwell, is the same peal as the last two o f that 
number to he found on page 88 o f the latest work on the science. Don’t 
shut Shipway without looldng at page 153. There he will find, a peal of 
Treble Boh Boyal, the extent in nine courses, rung by the Cumberlands at 
St. Mary-le-Bow, composed by Jno. Beeves, and is a very old one, being in 
the Clavis. 1788. That, I  have to inform my friend, is the same peal as was 
rung at Fulham on the 16th ult., printed by its course-ends in Church Bells 
o f the 23rd ult. H e may think it strange, but it is so. Others could he 
mentioned. Whether these peals were obtained by the variation process I  
will not pretend to say; but I  do say that old birds are not easily caught. 
A  lesson or two on this point has appeared in Church Bells : let me advise 
my friend and his companions to study them before I  am again questioned. 
Now I  think I  have made out my case for registering peals; but as to ringing 
false ones, let me tell my friend tbat until all men grow honest he will never 
put that matter straight. V igilance.

A nn iversary o f  the A n cien t S ociety  o f  C o llege  Youths.
T h e  Ancient Society of College Youths celebrated their 240th anniversary 

at Hertford, on the 14th inst. During the day several pieces were rung at 
St. Andrew’s, by permission o f the Bev. W. Wigram, Bector, and at A ll Saints, 
by leave of the Bev. T. Lingley, Vicar. The Bector o f Ware sent an invitation 
to ring on his hells, but the unfavourable state of the weather prevented the 
company availing themselves of his kind offer. Mr. Mash presided (in the 
unavoidable absence of the Master), and gave a short account of the Society’ s 
transactions during the past year. The company returned to London highly 
pleased with their outing.

M uffled  B ells  at St. C lem ent Danes, London .
On Monday, 9th ult., the bells o f this church were rung nmfHed, as a last 

token of respect to the late G. Stockham, son o f Mr. George Stockham, steeple- 
keeper o f the church. The ringers were;— J. Cox, 1 ; B. French, 2; J. X. 
Knight, 3; C. T . Hopkins, 4 ; W . Chew, 5; D. Lovett, 6 ; T. Essex, 7; 
S. Hayhurst, 8 ; E. Gibbs, 9 ; E. Albone, 10. Conducted by Mr. John Cox.

M uffled P ea l at St. G eorge-th e-M artyr, Southwark.
On Sunday, the 24th ult., seven memhers o f the Society of Southwark 

Youths, assisted by Mr. D. Stackwood of the Camberwell ringers, rang a 
muffled touch, as a last mark o f respect to their Beotor, the Bev. Hugh 
Allen, D.D., who died at the age of 71 years. G. Woodage (conductor), 1;
D. Stackwood, 2; H . Langdon, 3 ; S. Savidge, 4 ; J. Fisher, 5; H . Welsh, 6 ; 
•T. Green, 7 ; H . Goodman, 8.

C h ange-ringing at Feckenham , W orcestersh ire .
On Saturday, the 30th ult., several members of the St. Martin’s Society 

of Change-ringers, Birmingham, visited Feckenham, and rang at the parish 
church H olt’s ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples, containing 5040 changes, 
in 2 hrs. 50 mins. W . Bryant, 1; H . Johnson, jun., 2; J. Buffery, 3 ; W. 
Small, 4 ; W . Kent, 5; H. Bastable, 6 ; F. H . James, 7; J. Ward, 8. 
Conducted by Mr. H . Bastable. Tenor about 13 cwt.

N orw ich  D iocesan  A ssoc ia tion  o f  Change-ringers.
A M e e t in g  of the Committee was held in Norwich on Saturday, July 14th, 

when eleven honorary members were elected and the following companies 
received into union with the Association;— Alburgh, Aylsham, Brockdish, East 
Dereham, Diss, North Elmham, Garboldisham, Grundisburgh, Hockwoldcum- 
Wilton, Loddon, Lynn, Marsham, Norwich (St. Peter, Mancroft), Pulham 
St. Mary, Worstead. G. F. W . Meadows, Esq. and the Bev. H . J. Coleman 
were,added to the Committee. The Annual Meeting was fixed for September 
24th, when it is expected that there will be a strong muster o f ringers, and, it 
is hoped, some first-class ringing. G. H . H a b e is , Hon. Sec.

G uild o f  D evonshire R ingers.
T h e  Anniversary Festival will be held at St. Mary-Chureh, Devon, on 

Monday, 23rd July, on which occasion a new ring of eight bells, by Messrs. 
Warner, hung by Hooper and Stokes of Woodbury, will he dedicated, and rung 
for the first time by members of the Guild of Devonshire Ringers. Holy 
Communion celebrated at 8 a.m. Morning Service, with special Office of 
Dedication, 11; Preacher, the Lord Bishop of the Diocese. Evening Service, 
7 ; Preacher, the Yen. Archdeacon Woolleombe. The offertories throughout 
the day will be for the Bells Fund, about 100/. being required.
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offices of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 48 Piccadilly. At 
page 123 o f the pamphlet Dr. Parkes gives the following receipt:—

‘ “  The proportions are a ^ lb. of oatmeal to two or three quarts of water, 
according to tlie heat of the clay and the work and thirst; it should he well 
boiled, and then an ounce or one and a half ounces of brown sugar added. 
I f  you find it thicker than you like, add three quarts of water. Before you 
drink it shake up the oatmeal well through the liquid. In  summer, drink 
this cold; in winter, hot. You will find it not only quenches thirst, hut will 
give you more strength and endurance than any other drink. I f  yon cannot 
boil it, you can take a little oatmeal mixed with cold water and sugar, but this 
is not so good; always boil it i f  you can. I f  at any time you have to make a 
very long day, as in harvest, and cannot stop for meals, increase the oatmeal 
to J lb., or even f  lb., and the water to three quarts, if you are likely to he very 
thirsty. I f  you cannot get oatmeal, wheat-flour will do, but not quite so well.” 

‘ The “  Curate" will find many other hints given in this excellent little 
work by Dr. Parkes, who was one of the most eminent physicians this country 
ever produced. Country clergymen will find it most valuable.

‘ 1 Walton Place, Chelsea, 8 .W ., July 19. J o h n  C o l e b b o s k ,’

‘ Theoph ilus T rin a l Lyn ch .’
T h is  heading o f  a letter, which appeared in our last, may lead others into 

the same mistake into which we confess we were led ourselves. Mr. Lynch’s 
name was Thomas Toke Lynch: Theophilus Trinal was the name of one of 
his works. The correspondent who is so good as to set us right on this point 
gives us two extracts from Mr. Lynch’s memoirs, which are beautiful enough 
to make one wish to read the whole work. We subjoin them:—

‘ What a delight to wake up in another world with a M an’s M ind  and a 
Child’s H ea rt!’

‘ I  have often thought, that as we commonly say that there is no rose without 
a thorn, we might, in relation to God’s providence, more truly say, there is 
no thorn without a rose.’

F low er-g row in g  in Tow ns.
S i b ,— Could you, or some of your readers, oblige me with some rules and 

hints for getting up and managing a Flower-growing Society in the midst of 
a large town ? B. S. 13.

[You should send your name and address for publication, that what you 
want may be sent to you.— E d .]

'A n ex-Vic a r ’ omits to state whether the charges of which he complains 
were previous or subsequent to the recent Ecclesiastical Fees Act.

I f  ‘ F. W . YV.’ will repeat his query, with name and address, so that 
answers may be sent to him direct, it shall be inserted.

R e c e i v e d  a l s o .— 6. Ryan, a w ork in g  m a n ; A  L a ym a n ; A  d iligen t Reader.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

Fulham Peal.
Sib ,— I n your last issue an anonymous correspondent writes,— ‘ That, I  

have to inform my friend, is the same peal as was lung at Fulham on the 
ICth ult.’ I  herewith place the peals in juxtaposition:—

R e e y e s . H a l e y .
5 6 3 4 2  1 2 2  2 5 0 3 4  2 1 1
0 4 5 2 3  2 2 -  3 2 5 4 0 2 2 2
2 6 4 3 5 2 2 2  4 3 2  0 5 2 2 2
3 2 0  5 4 2 2 2 0 4 3 5 2  2 2 2
5 4 2 G 3 1 2 2  5 6 4 2  3 2 2 2
0 5 4 3 2  2 2  2 3 5 2 0 4  2 1  2
3 0  5 2 4  2 2  2 6 3 5 4  2 2 2 2
2 3 0 4 5  2 2 2  3 4 6 2 5  2 2 -
2 3 4 5 0  2 2 1  2 3 4 5 0  2 2 2

I  contend that the peals are not like each other : should ally person think 
they are alike, let him sign his name, the same a3 YVilliam Co o t e b .

52 Jane Street, E .
R in g in g  at Spalding, Lincolnshire.

O n  Thursday, the 5th inst., the Fleet ringers visited Spalding, Under the 
leadership of Mr. J. B. Jerram they rang one or two peals o f Grandsire 
Doubles and two or three of Singles, tenors behind. This was followed by a 
half-peal of Dixon's Variations hy the Spalding ringers, after which both 
companies adjourned to the Vicarage, where, hy the kindness and liberality of 
the YYcar (the Itev. Canon Moore, M.A.), they had dinner, after which ringing 
was resumed and continued till six o’clock. Before the company broke up 
Mr. Jerram suitably thanked the Y’icar for the kindness and hospitality shown 
them on their first visit to Spalding.

Opening o f  the Au gm en ted  R in g  o f  B e lls  at Beeston , 
Nottingham shire.

Two Trebles having been added to the original ring of six, the Society of 
Sherwood Youths (St. Mary’s ringers, Nottingham) opened these hells by 
ringing, on the Otli inst:, Mr. John Holt’s ten-part peal of 5040 Grandsire 
Triples, containing 98 bobs and 2 singles, in 3 hrs, 59 mins. The ringers 
were:— A. Archer, 1 ; G. H. Johnson, 2; J. Hickman, 3 ; G. Ashworth, 4 ; 
YV. Holroyd, 5; YYr. YViddowson, 6 ; A. Smith, 7 ; A- YV. Sadler, 8. Conducted 
by Mr. G. H. Johnson. The bells are from the foundry of Messrs. Taylor 
and Son, Loughborough. Tenor, 19 cwt.

Progress o f  Change-ringing at W e s t  H allam , Derbyshire,
On Saturday evening, the 14th inst., six members of the newly-formed 

Society of Gbauge.-riPjjers, to jig  Baton, visits;! the abcive place, and yang three 
r ix . ’ °
id
T:

C hange-ringing at St. Pau l’s, Shadwell, M idd lesex.
O n  Monday, the 16th inst,, eight members of the Ancient Society of 

College Youths rang at the above church Mr. J. H olt’s one-part peal of 
Grandsire Triples, with ttiro singles in the last four leads, containing 5040 
changes, in 2 hrs. 58 mins. J. Bussell, 1; T . Horton, 2 : H . Page, 3 ; YV. 
Greenleaf, 4 ; T . Benney, 5; F. Bate, 6 ; J. Pettit, 7; S. Pieeves, 8. Conducted 
by Mr. J. Pettit.

C hange-ringing by the Yorkshire Assoc iation  at Guiseley.
O n  Saturday, the 21st inst., the Society rang at St. Oswald’s, Guiseley, 

5024 changes of Bob Major in 2 hrs, 58 mins. J. Barraclough, 1 ; B. Tuke, 
Esq., 2 ; F. Maston, 3 ; D. E. Rhodes, 4; J. Baldwin, 5 ; J. Yeadon, 0; L . 
Cawood, 7; J. YV. Snowdon, Esq., 8. The peal, which has the sixth 22 course- 
ends wrong and 22 right, was composed by J. Barker, Liversedge, and con­
ducted by Jasper YV. Snowdon. Tenor, 10J ewt.

R e c e iv e d .— A  YVanstead R in g e r ; Bob  M a jo r ; YV. E verett. In qu ire r w ill  b e answered 
direct.   .. .

B E L F R Y  RECORDS.
W E L L IN G B O R O ',  N O R T H A M P T O N .  (T a b le t in the B elfry .)

915. O n  a square stone inserted in  the w a ll o f  this steeple is to  be seen the fo llow ing 
inscrip tion :—  _  , _  . , _

P eter H orn . I R icliard  H odges. Daniel Page.
"William Page. J John Page. I Thom as A ller.

These w ere  y 8 first, then, w ith  a nod,
That on these bells learned Grandsier Bob.— 1741.

The w e igh t o f  the tenor, or sixth  bell, is 30 c w t . ; th e y  hang in  tw o tiers.

T R O W B R ID G E ,  W I L T S .  (T ab le t in the B elfry .)
9113. T u e s d a y , M arch 2S, 1S28, was rung 111 th is  T ow er H o lt ’s esteemed P ea l o f Grandsire 

Triples, ill ten  changes w ith  two singles, contain ing 5040 changes, com pleted in  three hours 
and s ixteen  m inutes, b y  the fo llow ing youths o f  this town, v i z . :—

John W icks, Th ird . 
James Pollard , Fourth . 
Isaac Parsons, F if th .

Jacob H aw kins, Sixth. 
W illiam  D rew ett, Seventh, 
Jam es Earle, Tenor.

B room  W itts , Sixth. 
Jam es W ells, Seventh. 
Joseph Orchard, Tenor.

James Bendall, Conductor 
o f the Peal, F irs t.

W illiam  D yer, Second.

A L D B O U R N E ,  H U N G E R F O R D , B E R K S H IR E
(Tab lets  in the B e lfry .)

B i1?. M ay  3rd, 1791, was rung 5040 Graudsires Tripp les, B y  
John N orfh , Tripple. I L e v i P izze, Fourth .
W illiam  Gwyn, Second. W m . Lawrence, F ifth , called 
Edw . W itts , Th ird . | Bobs.

3 hrs. 2S mins.
918. J a n a r y  21st, 1806, Was Rung the Pea l o f  5040 Grandsires Tripp les b y

John N orth , T rip p lc . I Thomas Shepherd, Fourth , J Jam es Bridgem an, Sixth.
Lev i P izze , Second. called the Bobs. W illiam  F low er, Seventh.
Stephen W entw orth , Th ird . | M ark  Brown, F ifth . | Joseph Dennis, Tenor.

3 hrs. 18 mins,
919. T h e  P ea l o f  5040 Grandsire tripp les was rung M arch 20th, again, M arch 27th, 1837

B y
James Barrett, Tripp le . John B axter, Fourth .
James Pa lm er, Second. W illiam  Andrew s, F ifth .

Joseph Palm er, Sixth.
James Sm ith, Seventh.1 

3 hrs. 20 m ins. 3 hrs. 15 m ins

W illiam  Taylor, T h ird , called 
the Bobs.

M arch 28th.
George B arrett, Tenor.

M arch 27th.
John Beezley, Tenor.

instead o f G. Barrett.

B E L B R O U G H T O N ,  W O R C E S T E R S H IR E .
(T a b le t in the B e lfry .)

920. On Tuesday, A p r il 20th, 1802, was rung in  this tow er th ree successive peals o f 
790 each b y  fo llow ing m eth ods:— O xford  T reb le  Bob, K en t Treb le  Bob, and P la in  Bob, 
contain ing 2160 changes in  the short space o f  an hour and tw en ty  m inutes, b y  fo llow ing

* M r. C. Goodyer, Treble. J John Bate, Th ird . I B . Hake, F ifth .
Jam es Bate, Second. | Edw d. H atton , Fou rth . | _ James H iggs, Tenor.

This noble art and science despised b y  the ignorant.

H A W O R T H ,  Y O R K S H IR E .  (T ab le ts  in the Belfry.)
921. T h is  p ea l o f  bells was hung b y  W m . W ood, Joseph Redm an being  architect, and 

were opened and prizes g iven , March 10th, 1846.
C h a n g e -R in g i n g .

922. On A p r il 6,1849, th e fo llow in g  persons, v i z . T h o m a s  Bland, treble ; John Redman, 
2 • E dw in  Feather, 3; Robert Brown, 4 ; Joseph Redm an (C lerk ), 5th ; J  ohn B row n  (Sexton), 
Tenor, ascended th is tow er and rang seven Treb le Bob peals: v iz . Prim rose, College Treble, 
Kent, N e w  London, Oxford, V io let, and Duke o f  Y o rk . In  all, 5040 changes, in  2 hours 
55 m inutes. The peal was ably conducted b y  Thomas Bland.

Q23 O n  Novem ber 22,1853, A  com pany o f H aw orth  ringers, in  3 hours and 6 minutes, 
rang on these bells the fo llow ing peals: v iz. Cambridge Surprise, College Treb le, Tulip, 
College Pleasure, C ity  D eligh t, Prim rose, and London  Scholars’ Pleasure, m ak ing in  the 
aggregate 5040 changes, w h ich  were perform ed in  a m asterly sty le  b y  the fo llow ing per­
son s: v iz . John Stoney, T re b le ; Enoch Brown, 2; John H artley, 3 ; R obert Brown, 4 ; 
W illiam  Redm an, 5 ; John Redman, Tenor. Tho peal was ably conducted b y  John Redm an.

L E E D S , Y O R rK S H IR E . (T ab le ts  in the B elfry .)
924. R e -in s t a t e d  at the expense o f  the Leeds  Youths, 1S60 [j£. e. repainted, &c.3«

B y  Leeds You ths w ere R u ng:
On  Thursday, Dec. 12,1751, 6430 Changes o f Bob Caters in  th o T itu m  position, in  4 hours 

18 mins. by, v iz  :
Thos, Lacey, Treble. 
James Ham pton , Second. 
Edwd. Mason, Th ird .

Edw d. Cook, Fig lith . 
W m . H attw ood , N in th . 
W m . Davis, Tenor.

H en ry  T ilby, Fourth .
John Crispe, F ifth .
James Barham, Sixth.
RbbTL Sm ith , Seventh.

On  Jan. 25, 1752, 7200 Changes o f  Bob Royal, in  4 hours 40 mins. Th is peal includes

J am N l,’ 1753, 20,160 quadruple and trip le changes, in  13 hours 34 mm  s., b e in g  the 
greatest perform ance o f  change-ringing ever known, b y  several thousands. Ih is  peal in- 
eludes JthnYFredand, James Barham, Sen., and James Barham, Jun.

There is a small m em orial board in  Leeds tow er very  illite ra te ly  inscribed as follows
925. T o  Jam es Barham, a Leeds You th , w ho  from  the year 1744 to 1804 assisted in  

r in g ing  one peal o f 40,320* changes, tw o  o f 20,000, s ix  o f  10,000, and one hundred & tw e lve  
peals o f  5.00 and upwards. In  one o f  tho above peals h e stood 14 hours and 44 m ills. 1 he 
peals w ere o f  d ifferent sorts. Th e above peals w ere rung by Cl d ifferent men, at several 
t im e s ; he has rung 2 peals o f 12 bells. 5 o f  ten. 36 o f S bells, 39 o f  6 Bells. lo rry -on e  ot 
the peals w ere  rung a t o ther places to  tlio  honour o f  the Leeds youths,

5 On James Bsrl
Bhodt ihRi Sims) U L  ..........    —  ...la sr hours,' wnhrat m  &t« to pMora&im



4 2 2 Church Bells. [August 4, 18-77^

perhaps obtained by comparing the distinctly Protestant districts Of Ireland 
with the almost exclusively Roman Catholic parts of the same country, the 
returns for 1870 and 1871 proving the superior morality of the latter in the 
proportion of the figures 19 to 96.

Mr. Chambers also makes an interesting quotation from one who was 
certainly not a Ritualist, for he wrote in 1790. With your leave I  will 
transfer a very few -words to your columns.:— ‘ I t  has been oftentimes the 
subject of complaint that no people are so prone to the crime of suicide as the 
English, and this has been more frequently observed of late years. . . . Many 
have also inquired why it should be so prevalent here, while it is not at all so 
on the Continent. Amidst the various sources which combine to produce 
this great evil, there is one that strikes me in a very forcible manner as 
having swept away the only powerful remedy ever provided for preventing 
wounded minds from sinking into despair and the gulf o f perdition.’ That 
remedy, he says, is Auricular Confession ; and he adds that he is not a Papist 
because he sees some of the evils which have grown out of the Pteformation.
‘ Amongst these disadvantages I  cannot help reckoning the abolishing of 
Confession, which a careful observation of human nature must have declared 
necessary, salutary, and every way beneficial.’

I  hope Church Bells and its supporters will yet be led to say the same.
St. Paul’s, Brighton, July 31st, 1877. T . O w e n  S. D a v i e s .

H aym aking Drink.

Sin,—You probably thought that, having received from another corre­
spondent directions for making skilley, whose communication you inserted, it 
was unnecessary to insert mine, which was in some degree to the same effect. 
As, however, ‘ A. F. H .,’ in your impression of the 14th July, requested me to 
inform him how the skilley was made, I  should like him to know that I  was 
not guilty of the discourtesy o f not answering his inquiry. I  would wish, also, 
to point out that, though the skilley may he made with coarse oatmeal, it is 
made with much less trouble with fine oatmeal. I  tried at first with the 
coarse, and it then took nearly two hours’ boiling, and had at last to he care­
fully strained. I  now mix the fine, in the first instance, with from half a pint 
to a pint of cold water, added gradually, and then pour it into hot water and 
boil for about ten minutes. Thus made it requires no straining. The 
‘ Parishioner of Hatfield Broad Oak ’ advocates cold coffee • but, as pointed 
out in the letter which you reprint from the Guardian in your last impression, 
the oatmeal drink not only quenches the thirst, but £ gives more strength and 
endurance ’ than such drinks as tea and coffee. To quote the remark of my 
haymakers, ‘ I t  is meat and drink too.’ C. H . B.

[Our only reason for not inserting your reply to * A. F. H .’ was that we did 
not receive it.— E d .]

‘ Under the Southern Cross.’
Sib,— In  reply to ‘ A  Lonely Shepherd5 may I  say that I  did not intend, by 

the words quoted, that baptized Dissenters of good moral life should he 
admitted to Holy Communion without being confirmed, or ready and desirous 
to he confirmed, and I  regret that I  expressed myself so incautiously as to lay 
myself fairly open to the query. But I  was thinking only of England and 
ordinary cases. In  a wide Australian ‘ parish,’ such as your far-off corre­
spondent describes, it would be great presumption on my part to say what 
ought or ought not to be done. But would not the * Lonely Shepherd ’ find 
sympathy and advice in his Over-shepherd, the Bishop of the diocese ? There 
are very serious objections against Evening Communions, and the argument 
against them by Canon Ashwell, in his pamp>hlet published by Skeffingtons, 
appears to me conclusive—for England. But in Australia, i f  the Bishop 

^-thinks the rule should be relaxed, no more need be said. Celebrations by 
laymen---although Tertullian seems to speak of them as a matter of course 
in the absence of a priest— would, I  fear, in these days of lost discipline, 
do more harm than good, and it is not likely that any bishop would approve.

J. F.
W e s le y ’s Sermons.

S ir ,— I f  your correspondent, ‘ F. C. G.,’ will write to the Rev. Dr. Osborn, 
Richmond Wesleyan College, near London— probably the best living authority 
on such matters— or to the Editor of the Methodist Recorder, .161 Fleet Street, 
London, E.C., he will no doubt receive full answers to his questions.

A  W e s l e y a n  M i n i s t e b .

S ib ,— Can you, or any o f your readers, inform me of the title, price, and 
publishers of any tract suitable for young women who have taken a false step 
and are anxious to return into the paths of virtue ? I  am attached to a dis­
pensary where such cases not unfrequently come under treatment, and should 
he thankful to he of any service to them in leading them hack into the right 
way. M e d ic u s .

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

P L A I N  B O B  R IN G IN G .

B y  J a sp e r  W .  S n o w d o n , I lk le y ,  Y o rk s h ire .

T h e  consideration of the first peals rung on each of the different number 
o f bells in the Plain Boh Method carries us hack to the earliest days of change- 
ringing, and for this reason I  must confess that the first record of Bob Major 
I  have been able to find does not at all satisfy my mind as to its being the 
first ever rung. Still I  think it is probable, that if  any peal had previously been 
accomplished it was not at a much earlier date. Norwich and London seem 
to have been the first places where changes were rung to the extent of the 
complement on Seven hells, and the 5040 of Bob Triples, rung at Norwich in 
1715, is, so far as I  can ascertain, the first authentic record of such a length. 
The ring of ten at St. Bride’s, however, was cast in 1710, and as the London

Scholars rang the first peal of Grandsire Caters in 1717, it is probable- that 
they would have- rung some eight-bell peal previous to that date; and again 
does it seem, that had tbe records of this Society been preserved av& should 
have heen in the possession of very valuable information. The Union 
Scholars rung 5120 of Treble Bob Major in 1718, and it is unlikely that, 
as this shows even-bell methods were then practised, a peal of Bob Major 
should not have preceded this performance. I  think, the more this matter 
is considered, the more it seems that the earliest performance of Bob Major 
I  give details of cannot be considered as the first that was accomplished.

In  my remarks upon James Barham’s peal-book I  explained that only a 
few of the long peals in which he took part could be compared with the long 
lengths rung under ordinary conditions by other societies : anyone, therefore, 
who wishes to compare these inordinate lengths, rung with extra men to 
relieve any of the original performers, is referred to that article for such 
information, as in this account of Plain Bob ringing I  shall only include such 
of Barham’s peals as seem to have been rung under the ordinary conditions 
of long-length ringing: and to pursue the consideration of this method in the 
w'ay I  have observed in other systems, I  shall commence with the con­
sideration o f performances on even, and then proceed to those on odd, 
numbers of hells.

Bob M ajoe.— Although I  have stated above my belief that, in all probability, 
an earlier peal may have been rung, the first record I  can find o f a peal in 
this method is one of 5040 changes, rung at St, Bride’s, Fleet Street, hy the 
College Youths, in 1725. In  1726 the same Society rang at St. Mary’s, Lam­
beth, 6882, which, it is stated in the record, was ‘ the longest that ever was 
ru ng ;’ and in 1728 almost exactly the same compaDy rang 10,800 of this 
method at St. Mary Magdalen, Bermondsey. In  1737 the Society of Eastern 
Scholars rang at West Ham 15,120 ; at least so their Peal-book, which is in 
the British Museum, states. But in the Clavis, after describing a peal of 
13,440 changes, the authors state :—

‘ W e  th in k  and recom m end i t  as a good  peal fo r  those who w ish  to  r in g  a greater 
length  than has ever been done b y  any one set o f m en ; notw ithstand ing there is a fram e 
(W es t Ham , in  E ssex ) for upwards o f  15,000, i t  is w e ll know n, b y  the tim e m entioned 
and the w e igh t o f  the bells, th ey  could scarce r in g  th irteen

The time was eight hours and forty minutes; and is certainly rather short, 
and seems especially so wrhen it is known that the very next record o f the 
Society is a peal of 5040 Bob Triples, rung at the same church, the time for 
which is given as three hours and seven minutes. Although I  give below 
further particulars of this peal I  think that, as its performance is doubtful, 
it is best also to give the record of a peal of 12,240 of Bob Major, which was 
rung at Braughing, in Herts, in the year 1779. This peal was supplanted hy 
one o f 14,480 changes, rung at Oldham in 1784.

About this time the Birmingham St. Martin’s Company seems to have gone 
into competition with the Aston Company; as on Feb. 16th, 1789, the former 
Society rang 14,224 changes of Bob Major at Aston: this peal, it is said, 
was intended to have heen over 15,000 changes, but the men found them­
selves too fatigued to go the intended length, and the conductor therefore 
brought them round when they had rung eight hours and forty-five minutes 
and completed the above number of changes. The Aston men -were more 
fortunate; as 011 Oct. 1st, 1793, they completed a peal of 15,120, which 
occupied them nine hours and thirty-one minutes, and is still the longest 
length ever rung in Boh Major, and also the longest peal accomplished on so 
heavy a ring by one set of men. The tenor of this ring weighs twenty-one 
cwt.; and when we compare this with the light ring, on which the only 
longer, single-handed length, in another method, has been rung, it shows 
that it is a feat which will not soon be surpassed. The most remarkable 
circumstance connected with this peal, however, is the fact, that the ages of 
the performers only varied between twenty and twenty-eight years; William 
Hassell, who rang the seventh, being the former, and Joshua Short, the tenor 
man, the latter age. I t  is also of great interest to know that the latter lived 
until he was sixty-seven years of age, while the former completed his eightieth 
year before his death, which occurred on May 12th, 1853, he being the last 
survivor of the band.

Appended I  give such further details of the performances enumerated 
above as I  have heen able to secure :—

College Youths:— cSt. B ride ’s, F le e t St. On Monday, A p r il 26th, 1725, 5040 Bob 
M ajor, being the first peal. John W ard, 1 ; Francis Geary, 2 ; Edm und Chadwell, 3 ;  
W illiam  Laughton, 4 ; W illiam  W oodrove, 5 ; P e te r  M errygarts, 6 ; W illiam  Thompson, 7 ; 
Ben jam in  Annable, tenor. Composed and conducted b y  B. Annab le.’

College Youths' Records:— ‘ St. M ary, Lam beth . The company rung on M onday, Juno 
27th, 1726, a com plete peal o f  6832 Bob Major, being  the longest tha t ever was rung. 
W . Woodrove, 1 ; J. W ard, 2 ; F . Geary, 3 ; J. Dearmor, 4 ; S. Jeacocke, 5 ; P . M errygarts, 6 ; 
W . Laughton, 7 ; B. Annable, 8. Mr. B. Annable called Bobs.’

College Youths' Records :— ‘ St. M ary  Magdalen, Berm ondsey. The company rung on 
Sat. M ay 18, 172S, a com plete peal o f  10,800 Bob M ajor, being  the longest that ever was 
rung. W . Laughton, 1 ;  J. W ard, 2 ; James R ichardson, 3; S. Jeacocke, 4 ; J . Dearmor, 5 ; 
P . M errygarts, 6 ; John T renell, 7 ; B. Annable (ca lled  Bobs), 8.’

Eastern Scholars’ Peal-book:— ‘ M onday, N ovr. the 21st, 1737, was rung at the Parish 
Church o f W est Ham , in  Essex, a com pleat peal o f  15,120 Bob Major, being the longest 
ever rang. The perfo rm ers :— John B ra ly, 1 ;  Thos. Hart, 2 ; R ob t. Goodyer, 3 ; Jno. 
Bradshaw, 4 ; Thos. Bennett, 5 ; Jno. Long, 6 ; Fras. Popham , 7 ; Phn . M ainwaring called 
Bobs, 8. The tim e, 8 hours and 40 m inutes.’

Tablet in  the Belfry, Braughing, Herrts ‘ M ay 10th, 1779, was rang b y  the Braughin 
Youths a com pleat peal o f  12,240 Bob Major, w h ich  w as perform ed in  7 hours and 34 
m inutes. Law rence Tottingham , W m . Pryor, W m  H oy , Ueorge Beadle, Jas. Hubbard, 
James W alker, Jos. W alker. Composed and called b y  James W alker.

‘ I t  was long each man d id  stand w ith  zeal,
A n d  ardent U n ion  p erform ed th e  peal.’

Tablet in  the Belfry  o f  St. M a ry ’s, Oldham:— 1 On Monday, the 4th day o f  January, 1784, 
was rung in  the o ld  tow er o f  St. Pau l’s Church 14,480 chauges o f Bob Major, in  8 hours 
and 24 minutes. Perform ed b y :— Thomas K a y  (com poser and conductor), 1 ;  John 
H eyw ood , 2 ; W illiam  Dawson, 3 ; D an iel M ills, 4 ;  James Ogden, 5 ; Joseph M ills, 6 ; 
Joseph Jackson, 7 ; James M ills, 8.’

Aston Company :— ‘ October 1st, 1793, a t A ston  Parish Church, 15,3-0 o f  Bob M ajor in 
9 hours 31 m inutes. W m . Bonin, 1 ; Thos. Sm ith, 2 ;  Jas. Pra tt, 3 ; Benj. Bayliss, 4 ; 
Thos. W illm o tt, 5 ;  Jos. Sylvester, 6 ; W m . Hass ill, 7 ; Joshua Short, 8. Composed and 
conducted b y  Joshua Short. W eigh t o f  tenor, 21 cw t.’

(To  be continued.)
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St. M ary  Church, Torquay.
T h e  completion of a work which has been in progress twenty-fire years 

was celebrated in Torquay on Monday week, by the opening of a new ring of 
hells in the tower of St. Mary Church. The parish is of great antiquity, but 
the church was rebuilt in 1801, and the new tower, erected at a cost of 3155/. 
in memory of the late Bishop of Exeter, whose remains are interred in the 
churchyard, was completed in November, 187.3. The total restoration of the 
fabric, including the hanging of the new bells, occupied twenty-five years, 
and cost 12,000/. Tho old. bells, four in number, which have been replaced 
by the present fine ring of eight, were cast about the end of the 17th century, 
and on them appear the names of James Saltar, Vicar, James Aywell and 
Eobart AYaymouth, Wardens, with the date 1076. The old bells have heen 
sold for 201/. and the new ones, which are the work o f Messrs. Warner and 
Co., cost 7771. They were hung by Messrs. Hooper and Stokes, and were 
rung on the present occasion for the first time by members of the Guild of 
Devonshire Pdngers. The service consisted of Morning Prayer with anthems 
and a new hymn, a sermon from the Bishop of Exeter, and a celebration of 
the Holy Communion. The service was preceded by several touches of 
Grandsire Triples by a mixed band, composed of members o f the Huntsham, 
Plymouth, and Exeter branches. After the singing of one of the offertory 
sentences a pause was made, during which the bells were rung for a few 
minutes,, as a token that from henceforth they were dedicated to God. 
There was a public luncheon afterwards, at which the health of the Bishop 
and clergy was one of the toasts. To this, in the absence of the 
Bishop, Archdeacon Earle responded. After a reference to the late Bishop 
o f Exeter, he remarked that he could not help feeling that the Church 
at the present moment needed a man fashioned after the fashion of 
the late Henry of Exeter. When he compared his solid, manly intellect, his 
consistent catholicity, and his thorough knowledge of the English character, 
with much of the triviality of present controversy, he felt, deep down in his 
heart, that there was a great loss sustained in the loss of such a man from 
the Church at such a time as this. I f  they compared his manly utterances, 
his wide comprehensiveness, his thorough grasp o f English theology, with 
much of the rubbish which was now issuing from some persons who thought 
they -were leading religious thought in England, they would stand aghast to 
think that such things were now being put forth, and that they had to listen 
to them, or to turn over their foolish pages. That about which the late Bishop 
of Exeter contended was for something great and grand; that vvhich he ever 
set before those who followed him was something worth contending for. 
But it was not so now. In  conclusion, the Yen. Archdeacon advised the 
working clergy to consult more frequently with their Bishop. During the 
afternoon the bells at St. Mary Church sounded forth many touches of 
Triples, Messrs. W . Banister and H . Tucker conducting; while the other 
hands went to A ll Saints, Babbaeombe, and kept up a succession of Grandsire 
Triples and Doubles. There was a well-attended sermon in the evening, at 
which the Ven. Archdeacon Woollcombe preached.

T h e  Fulham Peal.
Sip.,— In  answer to Mr. Cooter's letter on July 28th I  beg to state, that 

when the Fulham peal appeared in your paper, as I  noticed it was not any 
longer than Beeves’ extent of nine courses, I  thought it might perhaps be the 
same peal. I  therefore first pricked it out backwards, and then opened my 
Shipwov, when I  found it was the same as Beeves’ peal reversed, and beginning 
with the calling of the last course first. Having satisfied myself in this way, 
I  took no further interest in the matter, and wish to state that I  have not 
heen connected in any way with the late discussion in your columns. As Mr. 
Cooter, however, wishes to know o f any person who thinks the peals are alike, 
I  hope to escape the intellectual libel that silence would imply by making the 
foregoing statement.

I t  will not, I  hope, be supposed that I  think Mr. Haley obtained the peal 
in question in any other way than by legitimate composition; but I  consider 
that as an old composer he should have been more careful in such a matter. 
Anyone may easily compose an old peal, but when one is found to possess 
the same properties as an existing one, it should he carefully compared before 
it is sent forth as original. For my own part I  prefer Mr. Haley’s variation 
to the original peal, as it is more musical, having the sixth in better positions 
at the course ends. This is, however, simply a matter of variation, and not 
of composition.

Air. Cooter's letter shows that the reversing of peals does not seem to be 
generally understood in London. I t  is, however, a simple principle, easily 
explained, and is not, like composition, a matter of ability. The laws of this 
principle were set forth at considerable length in Church Bells o f February 
5th, 1876, and unless anyone can refute them he is not competent to speak 
on the matter. I  believe there are persons who do not believe in reversing 
peals, and yet have not read, and, probably, will not read, the explanation then 
given of this principle: o f course, it would be useless to discuss the matter 
with such persons. J a s p e r  AY. S n o w d o n .

Old Bank Chambers, Leeds.

Death o f  M r. Jerem iah M iller.
W e  regret to announce the death of this veteran ringer, which took place 

at his residence, Spencer Street, Clerkenwell. on the 13th ult., at the advanced 
age o f 71 years. His remains were buried at Highgate on the following 
Wednesday, and on Thursday, the 19th ult., some members of the Koyal 
Cumberland Society rang a half-muffled funeral peal at St. Bride’s Church, 
Fleet Street, as a mark of their respect for his long connexion with, and valu­
able services rendered to, the Society. Mr. M iller joined the Society in 1830, 
and in 1832 he rang his first peal, being the first performance of Shipway’s 
Stedman’s Triples, and in which the celebrated author assisted. His last peal 
was one of Treble Eight-in, at St. Gabriel’s, Pimlico, in 1873. As a memento 
o f him, his name may be found at the foot of several compositions, in various 
methods, in all modern works on bell-ringing.

A ppea l from  the Colon ies for Bells.

S i r ,— W ill you allow me to make a brief appeal? I  am Bector of the 
parish of Aloncton, New Brunswick, a small railway town between St. John, 
N.B., and Halifax, N.S. The church was destroyed by fire in 1873. W e have 
now a church which will seat about 350. The tower (o f wood) with the spire 
will be 75 feet high. A  number of English mechanics have been attracted 
to the place by the Dominion Government having placed the railway machine 
shops in the town. I  am very anxious to procure a ring of three bells, as a 
beginning of a larger number. The church has been built by small contri­
butions, mostly from working men. W ill some of the readers of your paper 
kindly help their brethren across the water, and gladden the hearts of tlie 
English emigrants by hearing once more the sound of a ring of bells ? I  may 
be addressed until tlie middle of September at Stony Stratford, Bucks.

F.mvvx S. W. P e n t r e a t h , Bector of Moncton, N .B .

R eopen ing o f Bells at A cton  by the W aterloo  Society.
On the 17th ult., Alessrs. Baron, Cox, Coppage, Afausfield, Cattle, 

Hopkins, and Williams, were appointed to reopen this ring, and before ser­
vice the Bev. F. Fisher took part in about 1000 of Grandsire Triples, being 
tbe first touch on the bells since their augmentation to eight. After service 
the band performed a second touch of about 1000 Stedman’s Triples, when 
the Vicar entered the belfry and thanked the ringers kindly. Afterwards they 
were hospitably entertained at the Vicarage.

N orw ich  A ssoc ia tion  o f R ingers.
O n  th e  20th u lt ., ringers from many p a r is h e s  m e t  at E e lm iD g h a m , on th e  

occasion of th e  reopening of th e  parish c h u rch , and rang various touches of 
Plain Bob, Treble Bob, and Double Court.

W a ter lo o  Society, London.
O n  Saturday, tbe 21st ult., eight members ofthe above visited St. Andrew’s 

Church, Uxbridge, when (by kind permission of the Vicar) they rang Holt’s 
original one-part peal of Grandsire Triples, with two doubles in the last four 
leads, viz. 5040 changes, in 3 hrs. 7 mins. W . Baron, 1; C. Hopkins, 2 ; 
J. Mansfield, 3; F. A. P . Knipe, Esq., 4 ; W. Coppage, 5; A. Hayward, 0; 
II. Hopkins, 7; J. W . Allum, 8. Conducted by Mr. W. Baron. After the 
peal the ringers were most hospitably entertained by the Vicar, Bev. C. Mays.

Change-ringing at St. P au l’s Church, Shipley, Yorkshire.
On Saturday, the 21st ult., eight memhers of the Yorkshire Association of 

Change-ringers, residing in Shipley, rang a peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, 
consisting of 5120 changes, in 3 hrs. 2 mins. T. Lilley, 1; AY. Wilks, 2 ; W . 
Kendall, 3 ; J. Wilks, 4 ; J. Crabtree, 5 : W. E. Loudon, 6 ; J. AVilkinson, 7; 
T. Palliser, 8. Tenor, 15 cwt. This peal, in five equal parts, is the compo­
sition of Mr. Sottenstall, o f Sowerby.

M uffled P ea l at Ipsw ich.
O n  Saturday, the 21st ult., several members of tbe St. Hary-le-Tower 

Company, Ipswich, rang several touches of Grandsire Triples, consisting of 
the first part of Air. Holt’s ten-part peal and 700 of the same method ; also 
a touch with the bells half open, as a last token of respect to the late Mr. 
AYm. Garrard, for many years a member of tbe old Company.

M uffled R in g in g  at St. Clement Danes, Strand, London.
On Monday, the 23rd ult., the bells were rung muffled, as a mark of respect 

to the late Air. Jeremiah Miller. J. Cox, 1; R. French, 2; G. Stockham, 3;
H. Shade, 4 ; J. G. Shade, 5; W. D. Matthews, 6 ; T. Essen, 7 ; H . Swain, 8 ;
G. Banks, 9 ; AV. AVeatherstone, 10. Conducted bv Air. J. Cox.

Canterbury Cathedral Change-ringers.
T h e  annual outing of the Cathedral Company of Change-ringei's came off 

on Tuesday, the 24th ult., Faversham being selected as the place o f resort for 
this year’s trip. The ringers were kindly allowed the use of the church tower 
and bells by the vicar and churchwardens. Sundry peals having been rung 
during the day, an adjournment was made for rest and refreshment, after 
which a friendly reunion was held, forming an agreeable finale to a very 
enjoyable excursion.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Assoc iation  at Guiseley.
O n  Saturday, the 28th ult., the Society rang at St. Oswald’s, Guiseley, 6016 

changes of Kent Treble Bob Alajor in 3 hrs. 31 mins. C. Ralph, 1; B. Take, 
Esq., 2; L. Cawood, 3 : F. Alaston, 4 : ,T. Baldwin, 5; T. Lockwood, 6 ; J. 
Barraclough, 7; J. AV. Snowdon, Esq., 8. The peal, which lias the sixth its 
extent each way in 0-6, was composed and conducted by Air. T. Lockwood. 
Tenor, 1QJ cwt.

R in g in g  at St. M ary ’s, W altham stow , Essex.
On Saturday, the 28th ult.-, the following members of the Ancient Society 

of College Youths rang at the above church Mr. John Holt’s original peal of 
Grandsire Triples (with two doubles in tbe last four leads), containing 5040 
changes, in 2 hrs. 57 mills. .T. Nunn (first peal). 1: S. Beeves, 2; J. AVilkins, 3;
G. Grimwade,4; J. Pettit, 5 ; T. Maynard, 6 ; B. French, 7; AA'. Crockford, 8. 
Conducted by Air. J. Pettit.

R e c e iv e d ,—J. H . Rya ll, and others.
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P L A I N  B O B  R IN G IN G .

B y  J a sp e r  W .  S n o w d o n , I lk le y ,  Y o rk sh ire .

( Concluded from p. 422.)

B ob R o y a l .— There seems to be little doubt that the peal of Bob Royal 
rung at St. Bride’s, London, in 1725, by the College Youths, was the first 
peal oil ten bells in this method. Although amongst my notes on Plain Bob 
ringing I  find very few peals worth mentioning of Bob Royal, I  dare say that 
a few further provincial performances might be found. In  1751 a peal of 
8100 of Bob Royal was rung at Leeds, in Kent; but whether this, or the peal 
of 7200 rung at tlie same place, was rung by one set of men I  have been 
unable to ascertain. In  default o f a longer single-handed performance to 
hand, the longest length I  can give in this method on ten bells is a peal of 
0440, which was rung at Painswick in 1810 ; and with particulars of the first 
and the last peals mentioned above I  will conclude my remarks on Bob Royal:—

College Youths :— St B ride ’s, F le e t St. On Monday, Novem ber 22ud, 17?5, a peal o f 
5040 Bob Royal, being the first peal. John W ard, 1: R obert Catlin, 2 ; John Hardham , 3; 
Francis Geary, 4 ;  Edm und Ohadwell, 5 ; W illiam  Laughton, 6; W illiam  W oodrove, 7 ; 
P e te r  M errygarts, 8 ; W illiam ,Thom pson, 9 ; B enjam in Annable, 10. Composed and con­
ducted b y  B. Annable.’

F rom  the Peal-book o f  the Pcdnswick Youths :— ‘ N ovem ber 27th, 1816, a peal o f  6440 
Changes o f  Bob Royal, in  the tittum s, in  4 hours 48 mins. Daniel Glyde, 1; Edwd. 
Savory, 2 ; Wm. Estcourt, 3 ; Jno. Mansfield, 4 ; Jno. Tunley, 5 ;  James Savory, 6 ; Giles 
Mansfield, 7 ; Thos. Beth ell, 8 ; R ob t. Selwyn, 9 ; James M arlton, 10. Composed and 
conducted by  James M arlton.’

B ob M a x im u s .— O n this number of bells a fair number o f Plain Bob peals 
have been rung, although most of them have only been of convenient numbers 
above 5000. Several peals of Reverse and Double Bob Maximus have also 
been accomplished. Upon these peals, however, I  do not purpose to comment. 
The first peal of Plain Bob Maximus, which was also the first performance 
with the tenor rung in upon twelve bells, was a peal of 5280 changes rung 
hy the College Youths at St. Bride’s, London, in 1725. During the year 
1749 the Society of Eastfern Scholars rang 6072 changes at the same church. 
Jn the History of St. Saviour's Church, Southwark, particulars are given o f a 
peal of 0336 Bob Maximus, rung by the Ancient Society of London Youths on 
April 10th, 1758. This peal, however, does not appear in either of the record 
books of ihe Society of London Youths, and it therefore seems not quite 
certain whether it was ever really performed. The greatest length rung in 
this system is the peal of 6600 changes, which was accomplished at St. Mary’s, 
Cambridge, on Jan. 21st, 1788 ; and further particulars of this and other of 
the peals of Maximus mentioned are given below.

F rom  the College Youths' R e c o r d s ‘ The com pany rang, on Saturday, F ebruary 26th, 
1726, a com plete peal o f 5280 Bob Maximus, being the first that w as done. W illiam  
W oodrove, 1 ; R obert Gatlin, 2 ; Edm und Chad w ell, 3 ; John Ward, 4 ; John Hardham , 5 ; 
Francis Geary, 6; John Dearm or, 7 ; Samuel Jeacock, 8 ;  W illiam  Laughton , 9 ; P e te r  
Merrygavts, 10; W illiam  Thompson. 11; Benjam in Annable, tenor, called Bobs.’

From  the Eastern Scholars’ Records :— ‘  Tuesday. Decem ber 26th, 1749, was rung a t the 
Parish  Church o f 8t. B ridget, in  F lee t Street, 6072 Bob Maximus, being  the longest peal 
ever rung- o f th a t k ind. The p erform ers:— Edward D ickes, 1 ;  Joseph D ickinson, 2 ; 
Samuel Vaughan, 3 ; Robt. B u tterw orth , 4 ; W illiam  Love ll, 5 ; George Meakins, 6 ; 
James Tichborne, 7 ; John Newm an. 8 ; W illin . Phillips, 9 ; Thom as Bennett, 10; Thomas 
Batt, 11; John Blake, tenor, aud called the Bobs. The com pany never before attem pted 
th is peal, and com pleted it  the first trya l, in  4 hours and 45 m inutes.’

Tablet in  the Belfry  o f  St. Mary-the-Great, Cambridge:— ‘ On Monday, Jany. 21st, 17SS, 
was rung in  this tow er a t iu c  and exqu isite peal,- consisting o f 6600 Chai ges Bob Maximus, 
in 5 hours and 5 minutes, without, a false change, by  the under-m entioned Cam bridge 
Y ou th s :— J. Smith. 1 ; W . Bland, 2 ; R . Laughton, 3 ; J Lawson, 4 ; J. Coc, 5 ; T. Steers, 6 ; 
T. Jones, 7 ; P . Goude. 8 ; C. Day, 9 ; W . You g, 10; J. Hazard, 11; J. Boustell, tenor. 
Bobs b y  0. Day. J. W illim ott, R . Wheeler, Churchwardens.’

P l a i n  B o b  T r ip l e s , C a t e r s , a n d  C in q u e s .— The oldest record of any com­
plete peal o f 5000 changes is the Tablet in St. Peter’s, Man croft, Norwich, 
which records a peal of ‘ Gransir Bob Triples,’ as Plain Bob Triples was 
then called. This peal was performed in 1715. I t  is stated that this was 
tbe first true peal ever rung, and that two peals only had ever been previously 
accomplished in Norwich. Our thanks are due for the care xvhich was taken 
in recording these early peals at Norwich, as, in giving such elaborate de­
scriptions o f the first peals -which were rung at St. Peter’s, we can gather 
much evidence as to what very little had evidently been previously done with 
regard to peal-ringing. I t  is curious and fortunate that, whilst tbe Norwich 
Tablets for Plain Bob and Grandsire Triples are the oldest records we have, 
at the same time they are the most detailed descriptions of such perform­
ances that have ever yet been erected.

Yery fewr peals of Caters have, I  believe, been rung; and, so far as I  can 
ascertain, there lias not been any performance upon eleven bells in this 
method. The only peals of Caters that I  can mention are two of 6480, rung 
in Nov. and Dec. 1751, at Leeds, in Kent, and also one of the same number 
at the sflmn place in 1780. As of tbe above-mentioned peals particulars of 
the Norwich Tablet would only seem to be of interest, a copy of it alone is 
appended:—

Tablet in  the Belfry  o f  St. Peter's, M a n cro ft , N o r w i c h ‘ M ay °nd, 1715. H ere  was 
rung, by the ringers call’d N orw ich  Scholars, that m ost Ieom parable Peal called Gransir Bob 
Triples, i t  being th e  3d whole peal that th ey  have rung, bxit the first w hole peal that ever 
was Rung to  th e  tru th  b y  any ringers whatever. I t  has been Studied b y  the m ost Acute 
R ingers  in England (b u t to  110 e ffect), ever since T r ip le  changes w ere first rung, but now 
at last i t ’s found out to  the tru th  b y  Iohu Garthon, one o f  the said Society, and rung by  
h im  and the rest o f  the Society in  3 hours IS  minutes, which is about 1550 changes in  an 
hour, the whole peal being 5040 changes, an I not one Bell m isplac'd or ou t o f Course. 
The names o f  w h ich  riugevs are underw ritten  against their R espective Bells as they  
R u n g :—-John Garthon, ; Isaac Pearce, 2 ; John Briggs, 3; James Brooke, 4 ;  Davd. 
Sannervill, 5 ; Tho. Gardiner, 6 ; W illiam  D ixon , 7 ; Robert Woodcock, 8.’

T h e  Fulham  Peal.

ideas will be condemned as old-fashioned and out of date also; yet I  would 
fain raise my voice in support of Mr. Haley, who, it appears to me, is unjustly 
attacked in your columns, with reference to the peal of Treble Bob Royal 
composed by him, and rung at Eulham. I  have not the pleasure o f Mr. 
Haley’s acquaintance, but I  have met him in the belfry, and admired his 
ability as a ringer and conductor, and think also his compositions are not 
unworthy of favourable notice. In comparing the peal rung with tbe one it 
is said to have been copied from, I  fail to see any resemblance, except in 
number of changes; or anything to justify the assertion that the one is a 
varied copy of the other. Anyone acquainted with the Treble Bob method 
must be aware, that where the number o f courses and changes are the same, 
and all the bobs made with the tenor above 4th’s, the number of bobs must 
necessarily he the same, but in the case in question they are very differently 
arranged, and with better effect; and i f  the assertion o f our latest modern 
authority is to stand, at least two thirds of our ‘ Treble Bob ’ compositions 
must be condemned as variations only, or, in other words, disguised pilferings 
from the works of other authors.

Whilst troubling you on this subject, perhaps you will allow me to make 
a few remarks on other matters that have appeared in your columns from time 
to time of late. No one interested in the exercise can feel other than grateful 
to Mr. Snowdon for his reports, kindly furnished through you to the readers 
of your bell-ringing columns, of the doings of our ancestors, which could not 
have been gathered without great trouble and some..expense. I  for one have 
read them with much pleasure and concern, but, I  .regret his decision (as 
reported in your last issue) to exclude from future reports such long peals as 
were not wholly performed single-handed; as by that, many instances of 
individual ability will be undeservedly excluded from future history; and 
many a company, whose misfortune it is to have badly-hung or ill-conditioned 
bells to practise upon, will be deterred from efforts to distinguish themselves 
in the only way open to them, i f  their performances are not to be allowed a 
place in history. Again, I  would submit, with reference to the performance at 
Earlsheaton, that a fresh list of long Treble Bob peals be published in justly 
arranged order of m erit; as from recent exposures it has been made apparent 
that it -was unworthily placed in first position: and perhaps a few words would 
not be out of place explaining why it was so placed, if tbe compiler was 
present at tlie performance, and heard the fabrication. U. W.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association.

On Monday, the 30tli ult., the Society rang at St. Matthew’s, Holbeck,
. 5248 changes of Oxford Treble Bob Major in 3 hrs. 3 mins. T. Harrison, 1; 
J. Whitaker, 2; J. Lockwood, 3; W. Snowdon, Esq., 4 ; H. Hubbard, jun., 5; 
T. Lockwood, 6 ; J. W. Snowdon, Esq., 7 ; J. Winder, 8. The peal, which has 
the extent of changes to be had in thirteen courses, was composed by .). 
Reeves and conducted by Tom Lockwood. Tenor, 16 cwt.

O n  Saturday, the 4th inst., the Society rang at St. Wilfred’s, Calverley, 
5088 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major in 3 hrs. 1 min. H . Hubbard, jun., 1 ;
E. Keighley, 2; W. Hollings, 3; T. Robinson (first peal), 4 ; G, Barraclough, 5 ; 
T. Lockwood, 6 ; T. West, 7 ; J. W. Snowdon, Esq., 8. T lie peal, which has 
the sixth its extent each way in 5-0, and home tbe last twelve courses, all the 
86 7’s and 86’s, was composed by H. Johnson of Birmingham, and conducte l 
by Jasper W . Snowdon. Tenor, 1(5} cwt.

Change-ringing at Aspenden, H erts.

On Wednesday, the 1st inst., the Benington Society o f Change-fingers, 
by kind invitation, visited Aspenden, where they were met by a large number 
of amateur ringing friends from London and the surrounding district. They 
rang 3136 changes on tbe eight I e ls, lately rehung by Mr. Gray, of Munden. 
The ringing consisted of Grandsire Triples, 336 ; Double Norwich Court Bob 
Major, 448 : Cambridge Surprise Major, 448; Superlative Surprise Major, 448 ; 
London Surprise Major, 448; Stedman Triples, 1008 : total, 3136.

South Hackney, M idd lesex.

On Friday evening, the 3rd inst., eight members o f the South Hackney 
Society rang at St. John of Jerusalem a muffled peal, as a mark of esteem for 
the late Robert Turner, who died July 31 st, 1877, aged 29 years. E. Hesse, 1; 
J. Holland, 2; J. Sumpter, 3 ; J. Carmichael, 4 ; C. Jarvis, 5 : G. Clark, 6; 
W. Heritage, 7 ; C. Lee, 8. Conducted by Mr. Charles Lee.

R oya l Cumberland Society, London.

On Saturday, the 4th inst., the members of this Society rang at St. 
Margaret’s Church, Westminster, 5003 changes o f Grandsire Caters in 3 hrs. 
11 mins. J. Cox, 1; W . Hoverd, 2 ; J. W . Cattle, 3 ; J. W . Mansfield, 4; 
W. H. Jennaway, 5; I I .  Swain, 6 ; C. Hounslow, 7; E . Harrison, 8 ; J. S. 
Breakspear, 9 ; W. Strange, 10. Composed and conducted by Mr. John Cox.

D ate Touches.

A t  Liversedge, Yorkshire, on the Oth ult., 1877 changes of Kent Treble Bob 
Major in 1 hr. 10 mins., with titmms at hand and tenors inverted.—At 
Sowerby, Yorkshire, on the 28th ult., 1877 changes of Grandsire Triples in 
1 hr. 2 mins.

Opening the B ells  at Acton .

I n  our last issue Mr. Hayward's name was omitted; also that the bells 
had been recast by Messrs. Warner.

Correction.

I n  out issue o f  July 28th,1 Leeds. Yorkshire,’ should have been ■ K en t.’

Si r ,— As a ringer who has grown mouldy, and perhaps out of date, in the 
exercise, I  presume my voice will carry but little weight 'with it, and my R e c e iv e d .— Jam es B row n ; T im  B obb in ; W . Baron ; H . W oodman.
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looking towards that Holy Table (surely in some sense an altar), which 
speaks to us, as no other portion of a church can speak, of Him in Whom for 
our rescue and salvation we believe ? I t  is something that ‘ H. T. D.’ as he 
assures us, considers the whole building to be sacred; but I  trust that the 
theology of Church Bells is not likely to be watered down so as to suit one to 
whom it would clearly matter little whether our altar tables were placed, to 
use his own words, ‘ in the east, west, north, or south ofthe building.’

H . T. H.
Sacram ental Confession.

1 The th ing w h ich  w e reject is that new  p ick lock  o f Sacramental Confession, obtruded 
upon m en ’s consciences, as a  m atter necessary to  salvation, b y  the Canons o f  the late 
Conventicle o f  Trent, . . . Th is  doctrine, I  say, We cannot bu t reject, as being repugnant 
to tha t w h ich  w e  have learned bo th  from  th e  Scriptures and from  th e  Fathers.’—  
Archbishop Ussher’s Answer to a  Jesuit, p; 75.

Sib,— As a working man, I  was very much surprised to read the following 
bold and misleading statement of the Rev. T. Owen S. Davies in the last issue 
of Church Bells. H e says ‘ Everywhere the peoples using Confession 
appear to maintain freedom from crime and immorality.’

Now, Mr. Editor, ‘ i f  this were true it would be a very momentous fact’ 
indeed. But is it so ?

Why is it that the Parliamentary Reports on Reformatory and Industrial 
Schools show that in England and Scotland there were, 4545 boys and 1143 
girls, of whom 1163 boys and 305 girls, being nearly one fourth of the entire 
number, were Romanists; whilst the Romanists are only one twentieth o f the 
population of England, and about one fourteenth of the entire population of 
Great Britain ? As regards Ireland, the tenth and eleventh reports of H .M .’s 
Inspector show that about 90 per cent of the juvenile offenders are Romanists, 
and about 10 per cent Protestants. Whilst the proportion of Romanists 
under detention is thus about nine to one of the Protestants, the Romish 
population of Ireland is only about three and a half to one !— Tide Monthly 
Letters of the Protestant Alliance for May, 1874, and May, 1870, &c.

‘ Sacramental Confession,’ far from fulfilling the end that is ascribed to it 
by the Rev. T. Davies, destroys all modesty and subverts the principles of all 
morality, and practically has been, and is, the fruitful source o f the greatest 
evil, corrupting both 1 priests ’ and people. Liguori, Rome’s pet saint and 
doctor— to whom the Ritualists are so greatly indebted for their Priest in 
Absolution— admits tbat the priest often succumbs to temptation in carrying 
out his duty. H e goes so far as to say that the ‘ priest, who oftentimes may 
have fallen into sin in hearing confession,’ is not therefore hound to resign 
his office. ‘ Oh, how many priests,’ he says, ‘ who before were innocent, on 
account of similar attractions, which began in the spirit, have lost hotli God 
and their own souls! ’

The Rev. M. Hobart Seymour, writing to the Record, Feb. 17,1871, says:—■ 
‘ I  had compiled a letter containing tho official and Governmental returns—  
the latest that have been published— both of England and France, as to the 
number of murders, &c.’ After giving tbe various ‘ Judicial Statistics,’ he 
sums up the result of all as follows :— ‘ The murders are, in each million of 
population, England, 5; France, 17 ; Austria, 29; Spain, 87; Italy, 121; 
Papal States, 1S6.

Whatever conclusions various minds may draw from these facts, which 
arc official and governmental, and which are the only safe data on which to 
proceed, it must be admitted that the contrast o f England, so essentially a 
Protestant population, with five  murders, and the Papal States with one hundred 
mul eiglity-six murders, in each million of people, is a contrast that is not to 
tho advantage of the Papacy and the Confessional. This, Mr. Editor, is ‘ a 
very momentous fact.’ W illiam  Yicaby, Carpenter and Joiner.

Pton chouse, Plymouth.
[W e have printed those parts only of our correspondent’s letter which hear 

on the facts of the case.— Ed.]

Service on Shipboard.
Sib ,'— 1 should he much obliged i f  any o f your readers could inform  me o f 

any short form  o f service which has been adopted on board sailing ships 
where no chaplain is carried; also o f any short readings or sermons which 
have interested and instructed sailors in the rudiments and doctrines o f the 
Christian religion, such as the captain or officers o f the ship m ight read. I  
should like to know i f  any tracts have been published specially adapted to 
meet the wants o f our seafaring population. A. J. I .

Sin,— In reply to your correspondent, ‘ S. E.,’ I  would recommend to his 
‘ hearty sympathy and support’ tbe Home for Homeless Boys at St. Stephen’s, 
Poplar, E . The Vicar, without sufficient funds to build (though he has secured 
a site) or hire even a house for their accommodation, has for the last two and 
a half yeara provided (chiefly with the assistance of his parishioners) board 
and lodging for homeless hoys at his own vicarage ;  and there, at the present 
time, twelve boys are finding a most comfortable home and sound Ghnrcli 
education. Your space forbids me saying more, i f  more need be said, beyond 
this simple tala of self-denial and devotion to God’s poor. The Yicar, the 
Rev. E. Elliott, would, I  am sure, give further information, and so would gladly

H . G. Spkiog, Curate of St. Mary, Newington.
‘ F. W i t h e r b y ’s ’ letter abounds with such expressions as ‘ it is notorious,’ 

* it is indisputable,’ ‘ it is a common and every-day remark,’ &c.; but he does 
not quote any established facts or figures, nor does he quote any authentic 
published opinions. W e are quite of his way of thinking, hut more than mere 
impressions are wanted in order to establish his view.

■ S i r ,— The Rev. Geo. .J as. Athill might find The Railway Ticket, No. 1646 
(a tract 011 Infant Baptism), published by the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, suitable. M. C. H.

T h e  Librarian of th e  British Workman, Jarrow-on-Tyne, Durham, begs to 
acknowledge, with many thanks, the receipt of 530 unbound numbers of 
magazines, from G. H. Young, Esq., for above library'.— August Vith, 1877.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

T h e  Fulham  Pea l.
Sm,— The significant silence of your correspondent, ‘ Vigilance,’ has

prompted me to cull the following— 5600 London Surprise.
H u b b a k d , 1854 eel. p. 103 ;

Claves, p. 178. alsQ Ba’KISTEKi p/117.

0 5 4 3 2  0 5 4 3 2  -  -  -
4 0 5 3 2  -  4 0 5 3 2

5 4 6 3 22 3 5 0  4 -
5 2 3 0 4 
3 5 2 0 4

2 3  6 4 5  -  -  -
6 2 3 4 0

In  Hubbard (1854 edition), p. 150, and Banister, p. 134, is a peal of 5014 
Stedman’s Cinques, precisely alike, yet there are two authors given. Can 
plagiarism go further ? W il l ia m  C o o t e e .

M uffled P ea l at Ixw orth , Suffolk.
On the 18th ult., 720 changes,with the bells muffled, were rung as a token 

of respect to Mr. J. Miller, who died in London on the 13th July, aged 74 
years. E. Lambert, 1; J. Thorpe, 2 ; S. Peek, 3 ; W . Carter, 4 ; H . Lam­
bert, 5; G. Lambert, 0. Conducted by W. Carter. Mr. M iller was one of 
tbe oldest Ixworth ringers, and first learned to ring six bells at that place. 
In  1825 he went to reside in London, where he joined the Cumberland Society 
o f Ringers. H e made it a rule to visit his old native tower once a-year to 
ring a peal, and with the only remaining ringer of his early days talk of the 
days ol yrore : he paid his farewell visit in 1876.

R in g in g  at St. M atthew ’ s, Bethnal Green, M idd lesex.
On Saturday, the 4th inst., eight members of the Ancient Society of College 

Youths rang at the above church Mr. John Holt’s ten-part peal o f Grandsire 
Triples, containing 5040 changes, in 2 hrs. 53 mins. F. Owen, 1; G. Dor- 
rington, 2; G. Mash, 3 ; W. Blandford, 4 ; M. A. Wood, 5 ; H . Wilks, 6 ; F. 
Bate, 7; S. Reeves, 8. Conducted by Mr. M. A. Wood. The first, fourth, 
and sixth bells were rung by visitors from Worcester.

M uffled P ea l at P lym outh.
On Thursday, the Oth inst, the Plymouth and Devonporfc Companies of the 

Devonshire Guild of Ringers met at Charles Church, Plymouth, and rang a 
funeral peal and touches of Grandsire Triples, with hells deeply muffled, as a 
last token of respect to the late C. H . Norrington, Esq., a prominent and 
esteemed member of the Society, who died of typhoid fever on Monday, 16th 
inst., aged 25 years.

R in g in g  at South Shields, Durham.
On Monday evening, the 16th inst., six members of the North Shields 

Amateur Change-ringing Society rang a peal of 720 Grandsire Minor in 28 
mins. G. H. Park, 1; J. T. Gibson, 2; J. Coulson, 3; R. Armstrong, 4 ; 
W . H . Park, 5; W . Reed, 6. Tenor, 10 owt. Conducted by W. Reed. This 
is tbe first peal on six bells ever rung by a North Shields band.

N e w  Bells  at C logher Cathedral.
T h e  Irish  Ecclesiastical Gazette says,— ‘ A  sp lend id  ring o f  bells has been 

erected in Cloglier Cathedral, by the exertions of tho Rev. Dr. Bailey, the 
Rector, who has contributed out of his own pocket over 1502. to this object.’

R e c e iv e d .— Ch. Laflin . Epitaphs declined w ith  thanks. To p reven t blunders in  names, 
contributors are requested to  w rite  p la in ly.

B E L F R Y  RECORDS.
S T . M A R Y ,  G A T E S H E A D ,  D U R H A M . (T ab lets  in the B elfry .)

028. [F igu re  o f  a bell w ith  scrolls on each side con ta in ing! Laudo D eum Verum , P lebcm  
voco congrego Clerum, Defunctos ploro, Pestem  fugo, F esta  Decoro. [B e low  is | Gateshead. 
1829!— The K ev . Jo lm  Collinson, R e c to r ; the R ev . George A . Abbs, Curate; John Fair- 
bairn, George Sowerby, Joseph Davie, Joseph H aw ks, Churchwardens.

Jan. 29th the anniversary o f h is M ajesty K in g  George the Fou rth 's  Accession to the 
throne, a com plete Peal o f  H o lt ’s Grandsire Triples, consisting o f  5010 changes, was rung 
upon these Bells, by  th e  U nion Society o f  Chauge-ringers, in  3 hrs. 17 m ints. Tenor, 15 cw t. 
Th e names o f  those who rang the p ea l:—
John Stephenson, F irs t. I Thom as E llio tt, Fourth .
A llen  Stephenson.B.C./SaoKd. George Pearson, F ifth .
John E llio tt, Th ird . |

Joseph Stephenson, Sixth. 
George James, Seventh. 
Edw ard James, Eighth. 

James Shipley, Steward. 
D . Preston , Secretary.

R e c e iv e d  a ls o .— F . A . ; B . ; J . O .T . ; L e s l ie M 'K . ; J. M . L . ; J . B. O . ; T , G .C . ; X . Z . ; 
A, J. J .; F ilin s evangelici c lc r i; M. C. H . ; F. C . ; R . C. S . ; W . H. R id ley , and others.

927. [A  Cross.] A rs  non habet In im icum  nisi Jgnorautem, 1S50. Rector, R ev. J . Davis,
D .D . ; Churchwardens, Cornls. Carbutt. John Russell, John Po tts , W ra. H en ry  Brockett.

On Tuesday evening, January 15th, E igh t m em bers o f the St. N icholas You ths ’ Society 
o f  Ghanve-ringers o f  N ew castle rang on the bells o f  this tow er a true and com plete peal o f 
Grandsire Triples, consisting o f  50-40 changes, in  2 hrs. and 53 m inutes. I t  was composed 
b y  Mr. Solomon Biddleston o f  W est Brom wich, and contains 182 hobs and 58 singles. The 
R ingers w ere stationed as fo llows :—
vGeorge W eddle, Treble. I ’ W illiam  P itt , Fourth . ’ Christopher L idd ie , Sixth .
Joseph O. Pearson, Second. ’ R obert A . W halley, F ifth .  ’ A n d rew  Low rie , Seventh. 
GeorgeW .D odsw orth ,Th ird . | I John Alderson, r«ie>r.

The above peal was conducted b y  M r. George W illiam  Dodsworth. I t  was a m aiden peal o f 
four, and those m arked thus * w ere  under 21 years o f  age.

92S. M ay  10th, 1790, was rung in  th is steeple a com plete Pea l o f  Grandsire Tripplcs, 
consisting o f  5040 changes, in  S hrs. 20 m ins., b y  tho Union Society o f  N ew castle and Gates­
head. The author, M r. John H o lt o f Loudon. Bolls m 3  m uum ax follows, v iz . :—  
James Ireland , N ’castle., First.
Jolm  Stephenson, Bob-caller. N ’castlc, Second.
James Shipley, Gateshead, Third .
John Buckham , N ’castle, Fourth.

W eigh t o f the Tenor, 15 cw t.
929. N ovr. 18th, 1794, 5040 changes was R ung by  the aforesaid Society in 3 hrs. 15 m ins. 

R obert Shaftoe Hawks, W m . Tra in , Jonathan ColliDg, Miohl. Dobson, Churchwardens.

The bells and names as follows, v iz . 
W illiam  Stephenson, N ’castle, F ifth . 
John W illiam s, Gateshead, Sixth. 
Thos. Caw , N ’castle, Seventh.
W illiam  Richard, Gatoshead, Eighth.
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cases the aption was that of a small worldly clerical oligarchy, seeking for 
high position and preferment, and which lent the name of the Church of 
England to the leaders of party. The Church all this time was helpless, 
because duped, misrepresented, and betrayed, by what called itself the Church 
party.’

Now i f  the readers of Church Bells will take the trouble to re-read 4 J. F.’s ■ 
quotation from the Times, and add to it the lines I  have above given, how 
different will be their impression of what the Times writer really thought and 
said about the matter!

I  trust you will pardon this trespass upon your space, and that ‘ J. IV  will 
forgive me for thus pointing out what I  believe to be an important error in 
his otherwise admirable article. H. B y r o n  R e e d .

Southwold, Suffolk, August 20th.

Service on Shipboard.
Sir,— Allow me to inform 4 A. J. I.,’ in answer to his questions in the last 

number of Church Bells, that one of the best Short Forms of Service to begin 
with, when there is no chaplain on board, is the latter part of the Litany, 
beginning at the Lord’s Prayer and adding the General Thanksgiving. This 
soon leads on to the whole Litany being said, and when the ice is broken 
portions o f Morning and Evening Prayer can be used. There is a short 
Form o f Prayer to be used at Sea, and also, Prayers fo r Use at Sea, published 
hy W. Wells Gardner, 2 Paternoster Buildings, all compiled from the Book of 
Common Prayer. Thousands of these are given hy the St. Andrew’s Waterside 
Church Mission in vessels where the officers undertake to hold service. Hjnnns 
and selected Lessons are inserted. By-and-by, when Convocation approves 
o f a particular Form which has already been recommended, that Short Form 
may become general; but I  must confess tbat I  think the latter part of the 
Litany, as above mentioned, is the most handy as well as the most encouraging 
to diffident officers. The beginning with the Lord’s Prayer forms a bond of 
union among many who may have been brought up to different forms of re­
ligious service ; they join at once in common prayer.

The short sermons that we distribute with most pleasure are Plain Words 
(first series), by Pvev. W. Walsh am How. The sermons at the end of the 
Parish Magazine are always pointed out for use in emigrant and passenger- 
ships. They are generally very good, and a year’s volume Just makes a 
sermon a-week for a three-months’ voyage: i f  this is doubled, so much the 
better, then, i f  two volumes can he given. W e are always glad of Parish 
Magazines when we find them among other books and periodicals that are 
sent to us. The Bev. W. Buxton’s Waterside Mission Sermons (Skeffington) 
are much liked in emigrant ships. A ll short, straight, clear sermons, are 
capital gifts. As for Tracts, it is not always the tract that is written for 
sailors that is the best. The general run of S. P. C. K. Tracts are useful and 
do good, also British Workman and the Gospeller (Mowbray). I t  appeal’s to 
me to be a mistake to press upon sailors tracts written in semi-nautical 
terms; the terms are criticised and the lesson lost. Address the sailor as 
a man and a Christian ; you will be more successful than if you hail him as 
a jolly tar or preach at him as a heathen. There are few better tracts than 
good hymns. I f  I  can he o f any further service to i k . J. I . , ’ or others in­
terested in sailors, it will be a pleasure. J o h n  S c a r t h , Hon. Sec.

St. Andrew's Waterside Church Mission.
Depot: 3G City Chambers, Railway Place, Fenchurch Street, London. B .C .

‘ Pain  B en it.’
Sir,— Some months ago a correspondence took place in Church Bells con­

cerning Pain benit. One of the writers, who had witnessed the distribution 
o f it at Piouen last autumn, and the year before at Milan, stated his impression 
that it probably took the place, in the minds of very many, of * the reception 
o f Holy Communion itself.’ Other writers suggested other thoughts upon 
the subject, and the original correspondent, who writes this letter, promised to 
make further inquiries on the matter. A ll he has been enabled to do by 
correspondence confirms the idea that very many persons practically regard 
the pain benit as, in some sort, a substitute for Holy Communion.

In  a very complete and exhaustive work, however, the subject is fully 
treated upon under the head of ‘ The Eulogia, or Antidoron.’ This work is, 
Notitia Eucharistica, hy the Rev. W . E. Scudamore, Rector of Ditchingham, a 
publication which seems well calculated to satisly reasonable men, and to 
render them careful that ‘ all things be done decently and in order,’ while 
they he not ‘ cumbered about much serving.5 The chapter is too long for 
insertion, and contains much that is interesting and instructive. A  quotation, 
however, is given from Bonner, at his Visitation in 1554, where he states, 
concerning holy bread which was used here at that time, 4 For lack o f which 
Communion this Holy Bread is now given men, to understand that they 
should have done the other, and for lack of the same do now receive this for 
a memory thereof. ’

When will the day come that Holy Communion shall be so valued and so 
ministered thaL tbe communicants shall be the great majority of the pa­
rishioners, communicating not infrequently; and so communicated that priest 
and people shall not be wearied by a needless lengthening out of what is too 
sacred and blessed a service to be neglected, as it now is, by myriads'?

T h e  W r i t e r  o f  the- F i r s t  L e t t e r  ab ou t 4 P a in  B t a . ’

Chairs for Churches.
Sir ,— I t is quite certain that many good Church people, who wish to use 

chairs for various church uses, do not know how to procure good and seemly 
chairs, otherwise we should not see such very miserable articles in use in 
churches, schools, and even cathedrals, as are to he met with. Let me recom­
mend to your readers’ notice an advertisement very often found in your 
columns, headed c West and Collier.’ Threepenny worth of stamps will bring 
to the reader a book of patterns and prices that may he of the greatest service 
to him. " W . II. R id ley .

Hambleden Rectory, Henley-on-Thames.

S i r ,— Can any of the readers of Church Bells recommend a place of sale 
for work in aid of parish charities, at a percentage of one penny in the 
shilling? F. C.

‘ S. F. A.’ would be glad to know i f  Church Bells, sent regularly hy her 
since May, 1876, has been received by the Rev. F. Schurr, Coromandel, 
Mauritius.

H o m e  f o r  D e s t it u t e  B o y s .— St. Saviour’s Home, Park St. Taunton. Any 
information will be given by the Hon. Sec., Dr. Kelly, The Crescent, Taunton.

‘ H .’ is thanked for the extract. W e may perhaps find use for it.

IlfCEiVEU a ls o .— H . ft. W . ; R. NT.; R . N . R . ; Christopher L a flin ; A . J. P o u ltn ey ; 
J . N . S . ; G. R y a n ; E . P . (W e  do not th in k  it  w orth  w h ile  to  draw  fu rther atten tion  to  
the subject-.)

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

Proposed  Guild o f  R ingers in the County o f  Durham.
T h e  following has been extensively circulated:— ‘ Gentlemen,— I t  has 

heen proposed to hold a meeting at Durham on the 25th inst., about four 
o’clock in the afternoon, for the purpose of forming a Guild or Association o f 
Change-ringers for the diocese o f Durham under the patronage of Arch­
deacons Hamilton and Prest, at which your presence and co-operation is most 
respectfully requested. I t  is a fact that, with only very few exceptions, the 
bells and belfries of most of the churches in the diocese of Durham are in a 
most deplorable state of dirt and disorder, and, as a matter of course, the 
ringers are anything but what they ought to be; the beautiful and interesting 
art of change-ringing is almost unknown; and the bells which have heen given 
hy our pious forefathers to call the parishioners to God’s house are left to 
rust and decay. W e therefore earnest^ ask yon to attend this meeting, and 
by your presence and support join in the good work of removing such a scandal 
from our churches.— W e remain yours respectfully, G e o r g e  J. Cl a r k s o n , 
J o h n s o n  E .  H e r n , W i l l ia m  R e e d .’

T h e  Fulham  Pea l.
W e  have received several more letters on this disputed composition, but 

it is quite time to bring the clappers round to a close : therefore we say,
4 Stand /’ In  the meantime perhaps some kind friend will study the evidence, 
and favour us with a verdict which may be taken as final.

C hange-ringing by  the Yorksh ire Association .
O n  Monday, 13th inst., the Society rang at St. Matthew’s, Holbeck, Leeds, 

5056 changes of Kent Treble Boh Major in 2 hrs. 56 mins. T. Harrison, 1; 
J. Lockwood, 2; H. Moss, 3; W. Snowdon, Esq., 4; H. Hubbard, jun., 5;
G. Barraclough, 6 ; T. Lockwood, 7 ; J. W . Snowdon, Esq., 8. The peal, which 
has the fifth and sixth their extent each way in 5-6, the sixth being five 
course-ends each way, and the fifth five course-ends in fifth’s and four in 
sixth’s place, was composed and conducted by Tom Lockwood. Tenor, 16 cwt.

R in g in g  at N ew h ey, Lancashire.

O n  Saturday, 28th ult,, the ringers of St. James’s Church, Milnrow, met 
at St. Thomas’s, Newhey, and oxiened a new ring of bells by Llewellin and 
James, Bristol, by ringing a peal of 5040 Grahdsire Triples in 2 hrs. 49 mins. 
R. Warburton, 1; R. Buckley, 2 ; J. Litton, 3; J. F. Wild, 4; E. Clegg, 5; 
T. Platt, 6 ; A. Clegg, 7; W. Sutcliffe, 8. Tenor, 104 cwt. Conducted by 
Mr. E. Clegg.

N e w  B ells  at Christ Church, Lurgan , Ireland.

O n  the 31st ult., a new ring of eight were first opened in a most unusual 
and unmusical way at 8 o’clock a.m. by a grand crash, commonly called 
ifiring f  after which there was an hour’s ringing of some sort of changes. 
Two special services took place at the church. The Rev. Dr. Chadwick 
preached 011 both occasions. Between the services the following hand from 
Manchester rang a peal of 5040 Grandsire Triples. W i Cross, 1; J. Halgate, 
2 ; J. Lowcock, 3 ; T . Bryshaw, 4 ; 11. Yates, 5 ; J. W . Withen, sen., 6 ; T. 
Eachen, 7 ; J. Wilkin, 8.̂ Tenor, 20 cwt, Conducted hy W. Cross. We 
have not been favoured with the name of the bell-founder.

R in g in g  at Pudsey, Yorkshire.
O n  Saturday, l l t l i  inst., eight members of the Ancient Society of College 

Youths, London, also of the Yorkshire Association from Bradford, met at 
St. Lawrence Church, Pudsey, and rang a peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, 
consisting of 5248 changes, in 3 hrs. 12 mins. This peal, which has the 6th 
nine times wrong and twelve times right in 5-6, with the Gth at home nine 
courses out of the last ten, was composed by Mr. W . Sottenstall of Sowerby, 
and conducted by J. H . Dixon. J. Angus, 1; J. Naylor, 2; J. H, Fisher, 8 ; 
J. Jenkinson, 4 ; N. Binns. 5 ; J. H . Hardcastle, 0; J. H . Dixon, / ; J, W il­
son, 8. Tenor, 16 cwt.

R in g in g  at H o ly  T r in ity  Church, Bolton , Lancashire.
O n  Saturday, 18th inst., Mr. John H olt’s ten-part peal of Grandsire 

Triples, consisting of 5040 changes, was rung in 2 hrs. 51 ruins., by H . AV. 
Jackson, 1; H. Bentley. 2; R. Gregson, 3 ; T. E. Turner, 4; J. H . Jackson, 5; 
W. Hamer, 6 ; S. Gaskel, 7; T. Morris, 8. Tenor, 16 cwt. The above is the 
first peal on this new ring o f bells from Messrs. Mears and Stainbank, London. 
Conducted by Mr. H . W. Jackson.

R e c e iv e d .— A ylsham  and 3Iarsham Tab le ts ; C. D. P. D av ie s ; C ard ; C. H .E .  "W hite; 
P. C. O.
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Som e N o tes  on Pub lic  W orsh ip .

Snt,— W ill you kindly allow me to put in a protest and offer some explan, 
ation in answer to Mr. Wilson’s disapproval o f the. custom in some churches 
of the members of the congregation kneeling whilst the clergy and choir do 
so on their first entering the church ? I  can hardly believe that many thinking 
members of a congregation would employ those silent minutes in repeating 
their own ordinary prayer, or would reserve their preliminary private devo­
tions for then. I  myself have always felt it to he a most fitting opportunity, 
as a member of the congregation, for praying for the clergy and choir, that 
they may be delivered from all wandering thoughts and enabled to perform a 
service acceptable to God and profitable for ourselves. Surely we all firmly 
believe in tbat great and blessed means of helping each other, Intercessory 
Prayer? and is not the custom of praying for our clergy before the service in 
accordance with that part of our beautiful Church Liturgy where, in answer 
to the priest’s 1 The Lord be with you,’ the whole congregation are directed to 
reply, ‘ And with tliy spirit ?’ E. C. S.

Sir,— Allow me to offer a word of expostulation on the remarks o f Clause 
X V II. in Mr. Wilson's ‘ Notes on Public Worship ’ (Aug. I I ) .  I  do so in the 
name of many busy people— notably the poor hardworking mothers of 
large'families in small crowded houses, who are thankful to be allowed a quiet 
quarter of an tour after service for (so-called) ‘ private devotions’ before re­
turning to the ‘ rattle and the roar' of life. Is  it right or wise to dishearten 
them, and lay clown rules about their prayers in that House which should ever 
be the ‘ People’s H om e?’ No, let us rather welcome every means hy which 
the masses can learn to feel more truly at home there. Souls differ in their 
complexions, and i f  others find means of grace where we may not, why 
should we take upon ourselves to forbid them, or judge them for it?

Holme Bridge Vicanuje. F r a n k  H a r p e r .

Sm,— My impression has always been that when the worshipper, in re­
peating the Creed, turned to the E as t: he did so that he might look towards 
Jerusalem, as Daniel the prophet did when lie prayed at Babylon: the 
intention being to express by act the belief that Our Lord came to His own 
people and the Temple at H is first coming, and that H e will come a second 
time to judgment. The oneness o f our faith with the elder Church, and the 
certainty o f the judgment, -are shown by our expression of belief in the 
historical fact of the first advent.

But whatever may be the symbolical significance of this act of worship, it 
surely is most necessary to any true idea of common worship that all the 
congregation should, as if they were one, join quietly and reverently in all 
the usages of the place in which they may he. J. C. T.

[ I t  would be interesting to know what is the practice east of Jerusalem. 
Would the people in Calcutta churches, for instance, turn east or west?— E d .]

T h e  Church Press.

S i r ,— I  beg to thank Mr. H . Byron Seed for his correction o f what is 
indeed a grave error. Much as the Times has often vexed me in its treatment 
of Church matters, I  see I  have, in this case, done it an injustice. I  cut the 
paragraph from a highly respectable country paper, which I  thought could be 
trusted. One more lesson on good old Dr. Ronth’s excellent advice— ‘ Verify 
your quotations.1 J , p.

S i r ,— Can any of the readers of Church Bells lend or give me any coloured 
pictures— prints— of foreign places of interest, such as views in the Holy 
Land, or of the chief towns o f Europe, with the costumes of the peasants ? I  
am anxious to get some such for illustrating simple lectures to a class of young 
women. I  should he glad, too, to know o f any place where I  could buy prints 
of this description. I f  anyone w ill have the kindness to lend me any I  will 
take the greatest care of them. Address E. H . J., care of Mrs.Dove, 20 Ball's 
Road, Oxton, Birkenhead.

Sir ,— I  should be glad to have the title, price, and publisher, of any 
pamphlets, tracts, articles, oiSbooks, which prove, (1) the Nag’s Head incident 
to be a fable, (2) Anglican Orders to be valid, and (3) Apostolic Succession to 
be true. I  believe some such proof was published hy the late A. W. Haddan, 
but I  do not know under what title. E. J.

S i r ,— W ill any of your correspondents or readers kindly inform me what 
hook for Memoranda ( ‘ Where is it ? ’) for the pocket is the most serviceable to 
a young clergyman ? Also, can any particular form of Index Rerum be re­
commended for general reading, such a book being a great desideratum for 
reference? Publishers’ names, &c., of each would oblige

A  Ca n d id a t e  f o r  H o l y  O r d e r s .

1 W i l l i a m  V i c a r y . ’— Y o u r  f ig u r e s  d o  n o t  g i v e  a n y  fu r th e r  l i g h t  o n  th e  
su b je c t . V  e bave a lr e a d y , o n  v a r io u s  o c c a s io n s , s ta te d  o u r  v ie w  o f  C o n ­
fession an d  th e  C o n fe s s io n a l,  a n d  w e  d o  n o t  d e s ir e  t o  p u rs u e  th e  s u b je c t  
further.

‘ Me. T. O w e n  S. D a v i e s  ’ must also excuse us for not inserting liis letter 
or pursuing the argument further. We were willing to see what was the 
bearing o f criminal statistics on the question of the Confessional. But i f  these 
are to be modified by considerations of national temperament or of the classes 
who probably do or do not attend Confession, we are drifting into a region of 
mere hypothesis.

‘ F. Pi. S.'— Todd’s Lectures are published by Milner, Paternoster Row. 
The other information can be obtained probably from your bookseller.

‘ H . W .’s ’ request shall be printed if he likes to add his name and address 
for publication, tbat lists may be sent direct to him.

‘ I I .  T . D.’— Both sides have had their say, and your letter is really very lung.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

Arundel R ingers at B righton.
T he members of the Arundel Society of Change-ringers visited Brighton 

on Wednesday, the 22nd ult., and rang at the old parish church (St. Nicholas) 
several touches of Grandsire Triples. A t dinner the Rev. Mr. Tompkins, of 
Arundel, who takes great interest in the Society, occupied the chair, supi- 
ported by Messrs. Warner and Drury, the two oldest members of the Brighton 
Society.

R in g in g  at St. M ary ’s Parish  Church, Stockport, Cheshire.
On the 27th ult. (by kind permission of the Rector, it being Sunday), the 

sixtieth anniversary of the opening of the hells, a reversion of Mr. John Holt’s 
peal of Grandsire Triples in ten parts, &c., was rung in 3 hrs. and 5 mins., hy 
W. Gordon, 1; W . H . Albinson (agecl IS), 2 ; A. Gordon, 3 ; E. Leonard, I ;  
W. Albinson, 5 ; T. Marshall, 6 ; J. Sutcliffe, 7; J. Brown, 8. Tenor, 25 cwt.

B E L F R Y  RECORDS.
A L L  S A IN T S ,  H IG H  W Y C O M B E , B U C K IN G H A M S H IR E .

(T a b le t in the B elfry .)
930. A p r il , 1792. On the even ing o f  th e  e igh th  inst. was rung in  this steeple a com- 

p le te p e a lo f  Grandsire Cators, consisting o f  five  thousand one hundred and eleven changes, 
b y  a pa rty  o f th e  Society o f  London  College Youths, w h ich  th ey  com pleted in  three hours 
and fo rty -tw o  m inutes in  tha t m asterly  s ty le  for w h ich  th ey  are famous. Perform ers
Mr. John Povey , Treble.

Jas. H oldsw orth , Second. 
Jam es Lance, Third .

M r. E dw in  S ilvester, Eighth. 
Dan. Jenkins, N in th .
John Lyford , Tenor.

Mr. W il. W ilson , Fourth .
Rich. W ilson, F ifth .
John  W ooster, Sixth.
John Juvill, Seventh.

Th e peal was called b y  Mr. John Povey.

A S H T O N - O N - L Y N E ,  L A N C A S H IR E .  (T ab le ts  in the B e lfry .)
931. ‘ M err ily  rang th e  Bells o f St. M ichael’s Tow er.’
On the 2nd o f M arch, 1823, was rung in  this steeple a true peal o f Bob Royal, con­

sisting o f  5040 changes, composed and conducted b y  Mr. R obert Stanfield, and was brough t 
round in  3 hours and 22 m inutes by  the fo llow in g  artists, v iz.

John Hobson, Treble. 
James Turner, Second. 
Robert Stanfield, Th ird . 
W illiam  Spence, Fourth .

Samuel Moss, Senr., N in th . 
Aaron  W alker, Tenth. 
W eigh t o f  Tenor, 27 cw t.

3 qrs. 21 lbs.

Samuel Moss, jun ., F ifth .
W illiam  Burges, Sixth.
Abraham  Ogden, Seventh.
John Eaton, Eighth.

‘  0  praise tho L o rd  upon th e  loud cym bals.’
On  Easter Sunday m orn ing, A p r il 19th, 1840, was rung in  thi3 Tow er a true and com­

plete peal o f  K en t Treb le  Bob Royal, com prising 5040 changes, w h ich  was composed and 
conducted b y  James W ood, and fina lly  b rough t round in  a m asterly sty le  in  3 hours and 22 
m inutes by  the fo llow in g  ringers, viz.

A bm . Ogden, aged 71 years, 
F irs t.

James Ogden, Second.
James W ood, Third .

John Eaton, Eighth.
Aaron  W alker, aged 66 years, 

N in th .
Bryan Vernon, Tenth.

George Burgess, Fou rth .
W illiam  Burgess, F ifth .
Samuel Farron, Sixth.
Samuel Moss, aged 63 years,

Seventh.
933. ‘ Praise h im  upon the loud cym bals.’— Psalm  150 ver. v.
I n  consequence o f  M r. Charles Balle, o f  the senior Society o f  College Youths, London, 

paying us a fr ien d ly  visit, there was rang in  the Tow er on the 14th February, 1841, a true 
and com plete peal "of Grandsire Caters, com prising 5021 changes, w h ich  was composed aud 
conducted b y  M r. James Wood, and was beau tifu lly  and scientifically struck, and fina lly  
brough t round in  3 hours and 17 m inutes b y  the fo llow in g  persons :—

John Hobson, First. 
Joseph Burgess, Second. 
Charles Balle, Th ird .

John Eaton, Eighth. 
George Burgess, N in th . 
B ryan  Vernon, Tenth.

Richd. Graham, Fourth.
Jas. W ood, Fifth .
Sami. Farron, Sixth.
Aaron  W alker, Seventh.

This T a b le t was erected b y  the A sh ton  Change-ringers as a testim ony,o f their respect for
M r. C. Balle.

934. Th is day each m an d id  do h is duty.
On  the second o f January, 1S47, was rung in  th is Tow er a true and com plete peal o f 

K en t Treb le bob Royal, com pi'ising S240 changes, w h ich  was perform ed in  5 hours and 27 
m inutes. Th is celebrated peal was composed and conducted by  M r. James W ood, and w il l  
lon g  stand pre-em inent as a sp lendid master-piece in the Campaualogian art. The persons 
w ho had the distinguished honour in  p erfo rm ing in  th is Hercu lean  ach ievem ent w ere 
stationed as fo llows :—•

W illiam  Burgess, Junior, 
Treble.

Joseph Burgess, Second. 
Jam es W ood, Th ird .

John Eaton, Eighth. 
George Burgess. Nin th . 
B ryau  Vernon, Tenth.

James Ogden, Fourth  
James Adam s, F ifth .
W  illiamBurgess, Senior, Sixth.
Lu k e  Broadbent, Seventh.

935. A ccom plishm ent is the crow ning fru it o f  perseverance.
O n  the 27tli o f January, 1855, the society o f Change-ringers connected w ith  th is Church 

(A sh ton -on -Lyne), paid  a v is it to Oldham and rang on th e  fine peal o f 12 Bells o f the parish 
Church in  the above Tow n  a true and com plete peal o f  Grandsire Cinques, com prising 5169 
melodious changes, w h ich  was composed and conducted b y  M r. James Wood, and brought 
round in  a m asterly  style in  3 hours aud 37 m inutes. The above was the first peal that 
was ever accomplished on these bells b y  an entire band from  any one tow n , w ith  the excep­
tion  o f th e  O ldham com pany them selves. The Gentlem en w ho had the honour to  perform  
th e ir  respective parts in  the above superlative feat w ere as fo llo w s :—

James Barber, F irs t. James Ogden, F ifth .  j Lu ke Broadbent, N in th .
’ ^  «  v W illiam  Burgess, Sixth. j John Eaton, Tenth.

W illiam  Barber, Seventh. James Adam s, Eleventh.
Charles W alker, E ighth . | B ryan  Vernon, Twelfth.
W eigh t o f  Tenor, 34 cw t.

Perseverance is th e  elem ent o f  success.
The m orn ing o f the first o f  January, 135S, was ushered in  and the b irth r igh t o f  th e  n ew ­

born  year was procla im ed in  th is tow n  b y  rin g in g  in  th is  tow er a true and com plete peal o f 
Grandsire Caters, com prising 10,277 changes, w h ich  was composed and conducted by  Mr. 
Jam es Adam s, and fina lly  com pleted in  6 hours and 8 m inutes, w h ich  are the greatest 
num ber o f  changes that was ever accomplished in  the above m ethod  in  th is or th e  a-1joining 
counties. The fo llow in g  w ere  the persons w ho perform ed in  th is tru ly  herculean :ea:

Joseph Burgess, Second. 
James W ood, Th ird . 
Joseph G illo tt, Fourth .

936.

James Barber. Treble. 
Thomas Wvoe, Second. 
Joseph Burgess, Th ird .

Lu k e  Broadbent, 23 
James Adam s, N in th . 
W illiam  B a ite r , Tenth.

James Ogden, Fourth .
Joseph G illott, F ifth .
W illiam  Burgess,Senr.Sixth.
John Eaton, Seventh.

937. M ay the sons o f H arm ony never sp lit upon the rock  o f  D isc r i .
On  Christm as D ay m orning, 1S63, was rung in  th is Tow er a true and com plete peal o 

Grandsire caters, com prising 7037 harmonious changes, w h ich  was composed and conducted 
by  James W ood/and fina lly  brough t round in a m asterly style, in  4 hours and 3S minutes, 
b y  the fo llow in g  ringers, v i z . :—

John Hobson, Firs t. 
Samuel Moss, Second,. 
James Ogden, Th ird .

Jam es Wood, Fourth.
R . W h itw orth , F ifth .  
Samuel Farron, Sixth.
W ill iam  Burgess, Seventk.

John Eaton, E igh th . 
George Burgess, N in th . 
B ryan  Vernon, Tenth.

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .—  E, H . J . ; J . G irau d ; 15. M . C. B. (T h an k s ).
R e c e iv e d .— J. C ox  ; S. B . ; W . Gordon, Friends are re >nested not to  report p ea k  o 

touches rung on Posta l Cards.
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‘ Adeo ubi Ecclesiastici Ordinis non cst consessus, et offers, et Unguis, et sacerdos 
es tibi solus.' The Bishop’s paraphrase is : ‘ In  places where there are no 
clergy, any single Christian may exercise the functions o f the priesthood, 
may celebrate the Eucharist, and baptize.’ Tertullian’s words, however, go 
beyond that. What Bishop Kaye describes as permitted, Tertullian describes 
as done. Yet, in so rhetorical a writer, it is dangerous to take passages like 
this literally; and if, as may he the case, Tertullian was writing not of the 
Christian Church at large, but only of some practice, or theory, of his here­
tical friends, the value of his testimony in this case becomes very small 
indeed. And we have a practical rule sufficient for all cases in our own 
country, whatever may be the exigences on shipboard or abroad— 1 W e have 
no such custom, neither the churches of G-od.’

Still, in these days, the priesthood of the laity needs to be faced, and, as 
far as may be, revived. We should be less troubled than we are now with 
defective or exaggerated theories o f Absolution and the Real Presence i f  the 
connexion of both with the gathering together of two or three in Christ’s 
name were more generally recognised according to Matt, xviii.15-20. J. F.

Sheffield and the D iocese  o f  York.
Sin,— In  your account o f the Consecration of the Bishop of Sodor and 

Man there is some allusion to the line taken by the Churchmen of Sheffield 
about the foundation of a new diocese in South Yorkshire. I  must say I  
regret exceedingly that a great town has thought fit to pursue such a course 
as that. I t  is very well that Church people in Sheffield should feel a great 
personal attachment to their Archbishop, hut they surely ought to think of 
the interests of the Church in general more than of their own partialities. 
The case stands thus. Wakefield is the most central place for a Bishopric of 
South Yorkshire, in which Sheffield would be the principal town, as Leeds is 
in Ripon. I f  Sheffield is left out of the diocese which is formed, and remains 
in York, it will have to go through the heart of the new diocese in order to 
reach by tbe straightest way the capital of its own. Is not this a great com­
plication ? And does it not hinder that increase of the Episcopate which we 
in the North so much need ? I  have always heard that when the railway was 
first made into Yorkshire, Sheffield opposed the then plan of the railway going 
through it. I f  so, the cost of altering the railway since, that it might pass 
Sheffield, has been very considerable. But if, in the present day, a great 
town uses its political influence to hinder a measure of great good to the 
Church, it will supply a tremendous argument to the advocates of Disestab­
lishment. A  Y o r k s h ir e  V ic a e .

Church Tem perance S oc ie ty ’s Bazaar.
Sib,— Allow me to call the attention of your numerous readers to the 

special effort, in aid of the work o f the Church o f England Temperance Society, 
which is now being made in the Northern Province, or, in other words, through­
out all the North of England. The work increases rapidly, and the more the 
Society does the more it finds to do. A  Bazaar is to be held in Manchester 
in October, to which I  earnestly ask your readers to render any aid they can. 
In  this special effort an opportunity is given to all o f showing their sympathy 
with Temperance work in a practical way. Subscriptions or donations will 
be gladly acknowledged by me, or by Mr. Graham, the General Secretary, 
10 Mount Street, Albert Square, Manchester. H e r b e r t  B ir c h ,

The Vicarage, Blackburn, Lancashire. Hon. Bazaar Sec.
K n ee lin g  before beginn ing o f  Service.

Sm,— Some years ago it was agreed in the Ruri-decanal Chapter of 
Kingston-upon-Hull, that the clergy should ask all their people to kneel down 
with them when they knelt for private prayer before the service, and intercede 
silently for their ministers. I  believe this is very generally done; at any rate 
it is in my church, and I  am sorry the Vicar of Tottenham has written against 
the practice. J o h n  S o o tt .

Vicarage, St. Mary's, H u ll.
Canons and H onorary Canons.

S i r ,— In  common with other newspapers you state that three Bishops 
have been appointed lately; two, Canons of York, and one Honorary Canon. 
There are no Honorary Canons of York. There are Residentiary and non- 
Residentiary; but all the Canons are members of the Chapter, it being an old 
foundation. Ca n o n  (n o n -R e s id e n t ia r y ) or Y o r k .

Sir ,— In  answer to the inquiry of ‘ A  Candidate for Holy Orders ’ in Church 
Bells of Sept. 1, I  can state that Canon Pinder used to recommend to the 
students of Wells Theological College, Aid to Parochial Visiting, or a Manual 
fo r Keeping a Record concerning each Parishioner, by Rev. A. Denne Hilton. I t  
lias reached a sixth edition, and is published hy J. & C. Mozley, of 6 Pater- 
noster Row, in cloth, at Is . ; in roan, at Is. 6d. I t  was dedicated hy permission 
to Bishop Wilberforce, who also recommended it to his clergy.

S ir,— Your correspondent ‘ E . J.’ will find the following pamphlet contain 
a good deal of the matter he requires:— The Succession o f Bishops in the Church 
of England Unbroken ,' or, the Nag’s Head Fable Refuted. With a Postscript. &c. 
By E. C. Harrington. I t  was published in 1816 by Rivingtons, London ; and 
Ilannaford, Exeter. Tbe price, I  believe, was 3s.; but it may have been less.

T. II.
‘ M a r y  ’ has four or five old Church Services. She would be glad to know 

if there is any place she could send them where they would be of use.
[The Rev. J. Scarth, of the Thames Mission to Seamen, Milton-next- 

Gravesend, makes good use of such books; which should, of course, be sent 
carriage paid.— E d .]

‘ PI. W .,'who is desirous of preparing for tlie Cambridge Preliminary 
Examination of Candidates for Holy Orders, would he much obliged to any 
one who would kindly furnish him with a list of books best adapted for tlie 
purpose.

17 Rawlins Street, Fairfield, Liverpool.

R e c e i v e d  a l s o .— J . W .  W . ; I I , ;  Albert Banuister;  An Anxious and Saddened Vicar; 
T . Jackson ; Eaton Terrace.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

Change-ringing by  the Yorkshire Association,
O n  Saturday, 25th ult., the Society rang at St. Lawrence’s, Pudsey, 5088 

changes of Kent Treble Bob Major in 3 hrs. 5 mins. W. Greenwood, 1 ;
H . Rastrick, 2 ; J. Whitaker, 3 ; T. Pollard, 4; G. Barraelough, 5 ; T. Lock­
wood, C; J. B. Jennings, 7; H . Hubbard, jun, 8. The peal was composed 
and conducted by Tom Lockwood. Tenor, 14 cwt.

Also, on Friday night, the 31st ult., eight members of the above Associa­
tion met at St. James’s Church, Hull, ancl rang the Vicar’s Peal of 5040 
Grandsire Triples in 2 hrs. 57 mins. A. Taylor, 1; H . Wharf, 2; R. Chaffer, 
3; W. Stickney, 4 ; T. Stockdale; C. Jackson, 6 ; G. Harrison ,?; F. Mer- 
rison, 8. Tenor, 15 cwt. Conducted by C. Jackson.

R oya l Cumberland Society, late 1 Lon don  Scholars.’
T h e  Annual Meeting of the Society will take place on Friday evening, 

September 28th, at the Meeting-room, 54 St. Martin’s Lane, London, W.C. 
The business of the evening being the receiving of the auditors’ account for 
past year, re-election of officers for the coming year, and general business, 
members and friends will kindly accept this notification, and be in attendance 
as early as possible. G e o . N e w s o m , Master.

I I .  D a i n s , Hon. Sec.

An  Assoc iation  o f  R ingers  for the D iocese  o f  Durham.
O n  Saturday. 25th ult., a Meeting was held at Durham for the purpose 

of forming an Association of Ringers for tlie diocese. Ringers were in attend­
ance from the Cathedral, Alnwick, Hurworth-on-Tees, North Shields, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, and Stockton-on-Tees, the chair being occupied by the Rev. 
T. Rogers, M .A , Precentor and Minor Canon of the Cathedral. Mr. Reed, 
North Shields, was elected President; the Rev. J. J. M. Perry, M.A., Vicar of 
St. Paul’s, Alnwick, Treasurer; and Mr. Clarkson, Stockton-on-Tees, Secretary. 
These gentlemen form the Committee, with power to add to their number. 
Rules were drawn up, and a Meeting arranged to take place at Durham on 
Saturday, November 24th. The Dean of Durham, Dr. Tristram, Archdeacons 
Hamilton and Prest, and several clergy of the diocese, express their sympathy 
with the object of the Association, which is for the promotion of change- 
ringing and belfry-reform.

V erd ic t on the Fulham  Peal.
S i r ,— Although a few weeks ago Mr. Snowdon gave a lucid explanation 

respecting this peal, still, with due respect to him, I  send you the two peals 
placed side by side, with the bobs in Reeves’s peal marked alphabetically. By 
commencing with the bobs under the w marked a, placing them under the 11 
in a new peal, and reversing the whole to the letter z, the Fulham Peal will 
be produced.

R e e v e s ’s P e a l . T h e  F u l h a m  P e a l .
M. W. H. H . W . H .

5 6 3 4 2 15 2a 2z 2 5 6 3 4 2 1 1
6 4 5 2 3 2y ‘2x 3 2 5 4 6 2 2 2
2 6 4 3 5 2w 2v 2u 4 3 2 6 5 2 2 2
3 2 6 5 4 %t 2s 2r 6 4 3 5 2 2 2 2
5 4 2 6 3 1 q 2p 2o 5 6 4 2 8 2 2 2
6 5 4 3 2 2a 2m 21 3 5 2 6 4 2 1 2
3 6 5 2 4 2k 2j  2i 6 3 5 4 2 2 2 2
2 3 6 4 5 2 h 2g 2/ 3 4 6 2 5 2 2 -

2 3 4 5 6 2c 2d 1c 2 3 3 5 6 2 2 2
Respecting the 5600 London Surprise extracted from the Claris by my

old friend Wm. Cooter, I  can truthfully say that I  never 
knew that a peal similar to the one I  had composed 
was in existence until I  was presented with a copy of 
the Claris some eighteen months ago. As it seems 
necessary, in order to secure a peal nowadays, to give 
publicity to it, 1 now send you a 6720 of London Sur­
prise with 60 bobs.

J o h n  C o x .

6720 London 
Surprise. 

----------------m . w . H.
6 5 4 3 2  -------
3 6 4 5 2 
5 4 2 6 3
3 2 4 0 5 -  -
5 6 4 2 3  -------
4 5 6 2 3

Four times repealed.
R in gers ’ Excursion in Kent.

T h e  Gravesend ringers had a pleasant excursion on the 27th ult., accom­
panied by the Churchwardens and Sidesmen, ringing touches at various places,
with the kind permission of the several Rectors and Churchwardens.

B E L F R Y  RECORDS.
C H R IS T  C H U R C H , P H IL A D E L P H I A .  (T a b le t in the Belfry.l

938. O n  June the 9th, 1S50, was rung in  th is Steeple M r. H o lt ’s celebrated ten-part peal 
o f  Grandsire Triples, consisting o f 5040 changes, in  3 hours. The perform ers w ere  sta- 
tionecl as fo llo w s :—
Thos. L e  Sage, Treble. I W . H . H aley, Fourth . I Edw ard Sawyer, Screrth.
Charles Rah ill, Second. I James H ew itt , F ifth . R ichd. Dodd £  John  D avy,
F rederick  Wade, Th ird . | W illiam  Lobb, Sixth. I Tenor.

This Tab le t is  erected to  com m em orate the above perform ance, w h ich  was execu ted  in  
a m asterly  style, and conducted b y  W. H . H a ley  w ith  consummate sk ill, an? being  the 
firs t peal o f  change-ringing in  the U n ited  States o f  Am erica  was du ly  appreciated b y  m any 
a tten tive  listeners. Benjam in Dow, Rzcior

W. C. Kent. ‘  C r.r:h Hardens.
Moses Kem pton . j

Note .— O f the above band R ah ill was from  K ent, W ade from  Norfo lk , Dodd from  N o r th ­
ampton, D avy  from  D evonsh ire ; th e  other four from  Lon don .

R e c e iv e d  a ls o .— C. L a f in ; H . L u flin ; J. Lockw ood  : W . Gordv-n vritn P .O .O .); 
W . C ooke; J. H . R y a l l ; G. J. C ’arkson (you r trebles are bad ly  d u n g ; app ly  to  a proper 
bellhanger).
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me recommend, then, the overwrought London parson to take a ticket (third 
class, 13s.) to Matlock Bridge Station. A  four-miles’ drive in a fly will bring 
him to the pretty village o f Askover, in the heart of lovely Derbyshire. Here 
is a water-cure establishment, which for cleanness, situation, and courtesy of 
servants, is unsurpassed. The climate is a happy mean between the extremes 
of Buxton and Matlock, being less bracing than the former and less relaxing 
than the latter. I  need not add that no one is obliged to take the baths, hut 
some of them are very pleasant as well as wholesome.

C. E. S. R a t o l it t e , B.A., Curate of Downham, Brentwood.

‘ Th ree  Stray Sundays from  his Parish  Church.’
Sin,— Permit me to ask, in reference to the pain of 1 Rampage ’ at the 

Saint’s-day Evensong, ‘ because the service was so hurried,’ &c., how long has 
your worthy contributor been accustomed to attend daily service (not, of 
course, choral) ? The very frequent repetition o f the office must result in some 
amount of increase in the speed. I t  was only the other day that I  remarked 
to a clerical friend, who was sitting with me at early matins close to a great 
dignitary of the Church, against whom it would be impossible to bring the 
charge of irreverence, ‘ How fast he said the Psalms this morning ! ’ Those 
accustomed to preach the prayers, or to hear them preached, would, I  feel 
sure, have been shocked. P b e s b y t e k .

Dr, H arrison ’s L e tte r  to Dr. Pusey.
S ib ,— Your reviewer charges Dr. Harrison with neglect in not taking the 

trouble to see that Dr. Pusey has not misquoted Irenieus; but the fact is, 
that Dr. H . admits in his treatise, The Fathers v. D r. Pusey, that Dr. P. may 
have translated ‘ from an incorrect reading.’ But is the reading ‘ quod offertur,' 
instead of 1 per quod offertur,’ incorrect ? There is reason to believe that it is 
so, from internal evidence, as the latter reading certainly is more in harmony 
with the preceding words of Irenseus (per Jesurn offert Ecclesia, iv. 17, 5). I t  
is true, indeed, that Massuet rejects ‘ per,’ and so does Stiei'en, who follows 
him ; it is true, too, that two (not three) of the best MSS. (Clermont and 
Voss) likewise reject i t ; but the latter Codex generally follows the former, and 
the Codex Vetus, in which it is said not to be found, has, as Mr. Harvey tells 
us, ‘ disappeared from the Vatican,’ and cannot be considered as one of the 
three best. The ‘ per ’ is found, however, i f  I  mistake not, in the important 
Codex Arundel, and is adopted by Mr. Harvey in his very valuable edition of 
Iremeus, published at Cambridge in 1857, for which he carefully collated the 
two best MSS. in existence, the Clermont and the Arundel. I  cannot but 
think, too, that Dr. Pusey, who had access to all the editions of Irenseus, 
ought unquestionably to have noticed the different reading; while Dr. 
Harrison, living in a country parish, with probably but one edition before 
him, cannot justly be censured, especially as he has candidly admitted the 
possibility of another reading.

A  L a t e  F e l l o w  o f  S t . J o h n ’s C o l l e g e , Ca m b r id g e .

O rientalizing.
Sra,— The following extract from the writings of the celebrated Missionary, 

Dr. Wolff, strengthens the suggestion lately given in your paper by the Bev. 
N. T. Garry, on the attention which the practice of the Eastern Church 
deserves:—

1 Before W olff set out as a missionary, in the year 1831, to the East, he had 
the happiness of becoming acquainted with that mighty genius, the Bev. Bobert 
Hall, the Baptist preacher, who said to him, “  Now, Wolff, you are going out 
as a Missionary to the East, let me therefore give you some hints. First of 
all, do not imagine that wisdom has died out with us Protestants, and that all 
you see among the Eastern nations is folly and superstition because they are 
not in accordance with your preconceived opinions. On the contrary, direct 
your attention to the customs and practices of the Eastern Churches, and 
depend upon it that those customs, opinions, and practices which are uni­
versal, are of Apostolic origin, for the East is not called without reason ‘ the 
Unchangeable East.’ And be not afraid i f  those customs are also practised by 
tha Papists; for the Papists wear shoes, and the Protestants do so likewise.” ’

H.
Sib,— In  your last there was given an account of a peculiar Harvest Service 

at Farndisls, Bedfordshire; perhaps it  may be as well to give the sequel. Since 
then (seven days) there has been no rain, neither is there the appearance of 
any, though previously it was seldom fine for three days together. Famdish 
is a small village, of only seventy-five inhabitants, but in this instance it has 
set an example worthy of being followed by other and larger places. Too 
often in our various pursuits we are apt to forget the Disposer of all events. 
1 H im  that honoureth Me I  will honour.’ W li. H a r m s .

Wollaston, Sept. 10.
Queries.

Sns,— W ill you, or any o f your readers, kindly inform me if a layman, who 
frequently reads tlie Lessons, could also read or intone the Litany as far as the 
Lord’s Prayer? Ca t h o l ic u s .

[A t Lincoln, i f  not in other cathedrals, two lay clerks have been wont to 
sing the Litany down to the Lord’s Prayer, when a priest takes it up. Some 
say, moreover, that as the Litany is not, strictly speaking, an office or service 
(being therefore said, not in the choir but at a faldstool outside the screen), 
the whole of it may be recited in church by a layman.— E d ,]

Sib ,— I s it legal for a deacon to administer the ‘ Bread ’ at a celebration 
of the Holy Communion ? A gar.

[No. In  primitive days, however, even a man in minor orders was per­
mitted to carry the Beserved Eucharist (the one kind dipped in the other 
kind) from the church to a sick bed, in case of need.— E d .]

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— H . E . J. ; R ev . D r. H . ; T . Jackson ; A n  Anxious and Saddened 
Vicar ; A lb e r t Bannister ; J. T . R a y m o n d ; A. C. Muclacblan ; W  W . H .

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G I N G .

C h ange-ringing by the Yorkshire A ssoc ia tion  at Ilk ley.
On Saturday, Sept. 8th, the Society rang at A ll Saints, Hkley, 5120 changes 

of Kent Treble Boh Major in 3 hrs. 1 min. C. Balph, 1; L . Cawood, 2 ; F. 
Maston, 3; H . Hubbard, jun., 4; G. Barraclough, 5 ; T . Lockwood, 6 ; J. 
Barraclough, 7; J. W . Snowdon, 8. The peal, which has the fifth and sixth 
their extent each way in 5-6, was composed and conducted by Tom Lockwood. 
Tenor, 18 owt.

C hange-ringing at A lm ondbury.
On Saturday, the 25th August, eight memhers of the parish ringers rang 

a peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, consisting of 0088 changes, in 3 hrs. 9 mins. 
J. Brook, 1 ; A. Kaye, 2; J. E . Jenkinson, 3; A. Womersley, 4 ; T. North, 5 ; 
Wm. Womersley, 6 ; W. Boothroyd, 7th; A. Haigh (conductor), 8. Tenor, 
18 cwt.

SS. M ary  and N ich o las , Spalding, Lincolnshire.
T h e  newly-formed Society of Bingers of the above church rang on 

Thursday evening, August 30tli, a peal of Boh Minor (Dixon’s Variations) in 
28J minutes. This is the first peal of the above method that has been rung 
on these hells, and contains 138 bobs, 6 singles, and 4 extremes. The 
ringers were, A. J. Bidlington, 1 ; W . H . Branson, 2 ; F. Bidlington, 3 ;
B. Mackman, 4 ; J. S. Wright (conductor), 5; B. Clarke, Tenor, 20 cwt.

R in g in g  at M ilnrow , Lancashire.
T h e  Society of Change-ringers of St. James’s Church, Milnrow, rang at 

St. Mary’s, Buersil, on Saturday, 31st ult., Mr. Holt’s ten part peal of Grand­
sire Triples, consisting of 5040 changes, in 2 hrs. 58 mins. The ringers were, 
A. Hurst, I ;  B. Buckley, 2; J. Fitton, 3; J. F. Wild, 4 ; E. Clegg, 5; 
T. Platt, 6 ; A. Clegg, 7 ; J. Fielding, 8. Conductor, Mr. J. Platt. Tenor, 
16 cwt. This is the first peal rung on these bells, from the foundry of 
Messrs. Mears, o f London, in 1872.

Correction.
In  the Philadelphia peal read ‘ H. W. Haley,’ instead of ‘ W . H . ; ’ and 

the other ‘ five ’ from London, instead of ‘ four.’

B E L F R Y  RECORDS.
M A R S H A M , N O R F O L K .  (T ab le ts  in  the B elfry .)

939. T h is  tab le t is erected to  com m em orate the fo llow in g  Peals w h ich  have been rung 
in  th is  Steeple since th e  year 1837. A  Touch, consisting o f  7 d ifferen t Peals, each contain ing 
720 changes, was rung D ecem ber 14th, 1837, in  3 hours and 3 m inutes. Nam es o f  Peals as 
fo llo w s— London Surprise; Cam bridge d o . ;  K en t Treb le  B o b ; O xford  T reb le  B ob ; 
O xford  D ouble B o b ; Double Court B o b ; and Stedm an’s S lew  Course. Conducted by  
Thom as Edridge, and rung b y  th e  fo llow in g  persons:—

John E dridge, Treble. I Thom as Greenwood, T h ird , j John Delph, F ifth .
Thomas Gooch, Second. | Charles M iddleton, F ourth . | Thom as Edridge, Tenor.
940. A  P e a l  of 5280 changes o f  O x ford  Treb le  Bob M ajor was rung Ju ly  23rd, 1842, in  

2 hours 58 m inutes. Conducted by  T . Greenwood, and rung b y  the fo llow in g  persons :—
Francis G oodw in, Treble, j Zechariah H unt, Fourth . I Thom as Greenwood,
Thom as Gooch, Second. 1 Sam uel M aidstone, F ijth . Seventh.
Chas. Clements, jun ., Th ird . | W illiam  Crane, Sixth,. \ John Delph, Tenor.

The above w as the firs t Pea l a fte r  b e in g  m ade in to  E ight.
941. A  P e a l  o f 6400 changes o f  O x fo rd  Treb le Bob M ajor was rung O ctober 25th, 1842, 

in  3 hours 43 m inutes. Composed and conducted b y  T . G reenwood, and rung b y  the

Thom as'Greenwood, Treble. 1 Edw ard  F itt, F ourth . I W illiam  Crane, Sixth.
Thom as Gooch, Second. Sam uel Maidstone, F ifth . Johu Delph, Seventh.
CharlesClem ents.jnn., Th ird . | I Thom as Edridge, Tenor.

942. A  P e a l , consisting o f 10,080 Changes, O xford  Treb le  Bob Major, was rung in  a 
m asterly  sty le  J u ly  13th, 1841, in  5 hours 43 m inutes. Composed b y  Eversfield, Esq., o f 
Gravesend. Conducted b y  Thom as Greenwood, and rung b y  the fo llow ing p ersons:—

Th. Greenwood, F irs t. S. Maystone, Fourth . i W . Crane, Sixth.
T  Gooch, Second. T .  F ox , F ifth . J • Delph, Seventh.
C. Clements, jun ., Th ird . I T. Edridge, Tenor.

943. A  P e a l  e f  5088 changes o f  K en t T reb le  Bob  M ajor was rung A p r il 7th, 1846, in  3 
hours 2 m inutes. Composed and conducted b y  Thom as Greenwood, and rung b y  the 
fo llow in g  persons

T , Gooch, Treble. I Zachariab H unt, Fourth .
c! Clements, ju n ., Second. | T. Greenwood, F ifth .
E. F it t , Th ird .

S. Maidstone, Sixth. 
J. Delph, Seventh.
T. Edridge, Tenor.

944. On  Tuesday, tha 18th February, 1851, th e  Aylsham  and Marsham Society o f Change 
R ingers  ascended the Tow er and rung 5152 changes o f  N o rw ich  Double Court Bob Major, 
in  2 hours and 56 m inutes. Th is  is the on ly  peal rung in  the county, except b y  St. P eter s 
Society N orw ich , on th is  in trica te  m ethod. I t  was composed by  Mr. 1. H urrey , of 
N orw ich , conducted b y  T . Greenwood, and rung by th e  fo llow in g  persons:—

T. Greenwood, Treble. | J. Edridge, Fourth . 1 1 . Gooch, Sixth
H . Edridge, Second. E . F itt , F ifth .  S. Maidstone Seventh.
C. Clements, Th ird . I I T . Edridge, Tenor.

G R A V E S E N D .  (N e w  T ab lets  in the Belfry.)
945. A n c ie n t  So c ie t y  o f  Co lle g e  Y o u th s . E s ta b l is h e d  1637.— On Saturday, Sep­

tem ber 19th, 1863, the fo llow in g  m em bers o f th is Society rang on these Bells a true peal o f 
Triples, consisting o f 5040 changes, upon Stedm an’s principle, m  excellen t style, m  3 hours,
being  th e  firs t peal in  th is m ethod  on these Bells.

H en ry  W . H aley, Treble. I W illiam  Coo ter, Fourth . Samuel Hayes, .b-r...
W m . C. M iddleton, Second. James D w igh t, Fifth . George Muskett. Seventh.
W illiam  Lo ft, Th ird . I I H en ry  A llen . Ter.:■>.

Conducted b y  M r. H en ry  W . Haley.
Rev. R obert Joynes. 3a. A .. Rector.
E . F  Jew ell, )  c * « r r t t r o « fa w .
Charles Spencer, j

946. On Saturday, January 24th, 1874, th e  fo llow ing m em bers o f  th is  Society rang a 
true peal o f K en t Treb le  Bob M ajor, contain ing 5088 changes, in  S hrs. . m ts . being  tne 
first peal in  the K en t Variation  on these Bells. _  ,

H en ry  Booth. Treble. I W alr. Jones, Fourth. F— . n s t l l f f l c  S a « .
W m . Tanner, Second. Sami. Hayes, F ifth . Geo. Breed, Seventh.
Jos. W . A itk in , Th ird . I Jno. M . H ave., 7V,mr.

Rev. R ooert Joynes, M .A ., Rector.
R ev . R obert Strong, B A ., Curate.
John Paine,

R e c e i v e d  a l s o .-s T ..H a lt,*  H . N . ; L iverpoo l C ollege r o u te  , ? :  - . 7  - 1 . J. A , 0,
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would be shown in addressing a magistrate ; and when God’s Word is read to 
us, it seems right that it be read distinctly, as being God’s message to God’s 
people. ‘  Let all things be done decently.’ R a m p a g e .

L a y  R ec ita l o f the L itany.
S i r ,— The question raised by ‘ Catholicus,’ whether a layman may legally 

read or intone the Litany, receives illustration from the subjoined extract from 
a sermon of Dr. Bisse, author of The Beauty of Holiness. H e is speaking 
only of cathedral churches ; but it is needless to say that there is only one 
law for the services of the Church, whether in cathedrals or parish churches.

Dr. Bisse says :— ‘ I  cannot omit this opportunity of removing a stumbling- 
block at which many well-affected to our liturgy have stumbled; that the 
singing of the Litany, so solemn a parcel o f our service, is sometimes per­
formed by lay persons, which belong to and are embodied in our choirs.

‘ Now, though this practice may seem to have a wrong appearance when 
priests are present, and for that reason hath been abridg’d in these later days ; 
yet in vindication of the Church, which admits of no irregularity, it is proper 
to shew this oifence to be grounded on a mistake. For in the present case 
the voice of the singer, whether Ecclesiastic or Laic, is to be considered not as 
of a priest, but preecentor; vox prcecurrens, going before and leading on the 
Congregation; which in general Confessions, as well as Supplications or 
Litanies, has been allowed. Insomuch, that in the Confession in the Com­
munion-office, surely the most solemn and upon the most solemn occasion, 
the old Rubrick directed it to be u said either by one of the Communicants in 
the name of the rest, or else by tbe Minister himself.” In  both cases the 
Priest becomes as one of the Congregation : and as after that Confession, he 
is ordered to resume his Office in pronouncing the Absolution ; so when the 
Litany is sung it is directed, “  the Priest, &c., shall say the Lord’s Prayer.” 
T lie same is the case, when the Creed is said or sung jointly by the Priest and 
People embody’d as one, after which by direction of the Bubrick they return 
to their distinct and appointed parts. But farther in the Litany, the several 
Deprecations and Intercessions (w'hich two chiefly make up the body of it,) 
contain each but one entire petition, tho’ divided in such manner, as separ­
ately to be said between the Priest and People in Parish Churches, or sung 
between the Chaunter and Choir in Cathedrals. Now the Petition being but 
one, tho’ thus distributed, it imports not which begins, or which ends. And 
the old objection has been the reverse o f the present, that the petitionary 
part has been allotted to the People ; tho’ without its correspondent it cannot 
indeed be called a petition.

‘ Let us hence admire that spirit of unity and charity of our Church, so 
conspicuous in these its principal offices ; which are so contrived, that in the 
offering them up the People are admitted into an equal part and partnership 
with the Priesthood.’ (P . 41.)— A Rationale on Cathedral Worship, or Choir 
Service. A  Sermon preach'd in the Cathedral Church o f Hereford at the Anni­
versary Meeting o f the Choirs o f Worcester, Gloucester, and Hereford, Sept. 7, 
1720. By Tho. Bisse, D.D., and Chancellor of the said Church.

The Cathedral of Lincoln is, I  believe, the only one where the custom for 
the Litany being said or sung by laymen survives. From Dr. Bisse’s remarks 
it is evident that it was once much more customary. E . V.

S i r ,— I  can confirm your reply to 1 Catholicus ’ in last week’s Church Bells' 
There seems to be little doubt but that the Litany may be sung or said by a 
layman,— at any rate I  believe no one would have the audacity to question its 
legality. I  have myself heard the Bishop of London say that in Lincoln 
Cathedral, from whence he came, and in a parish in the same diocese, the 
Litany was rendered by a lay clerk; but, i f  my recollection serves me, he 
seemed to be under a cloud whether it is within the law, though he strongly 
approved of it. Dr. Jackson, in both his dioceses, has done a great deal 
towards bringing the laity to the front in the Church by the large number of 
lay readers he lias licensed. I t  would be o f interest to know whether his 
Lordship is prepared to go further, and support the scheme for restoring the 
diaconate to a permanency, which it seems to me the Bishops will soon have 
to do in spite of themselves, as the supply and demand of clergy are, and will 
be, so at variance with one another. I  am glad to read, in the same issue, 
the letter from ‘ A  Vicar of a large Parish,’ advocating the movement so 
strongly. I  do hope you will not let the subject drop. I  cannot help thinking 
this revival would go a great way in preventing the severance of the Church 
from the State. Perhaps some clergyman may be inclined to allow one of his 
lay communicants to say the Litany, in order to test the question of legality.

Can you inform me the price and publisher of Ecclesiastical and Acade- 
. mical Colours, hy Bev. J. W . Wood, alluded to by a Curate in your issue of 
the 8th May ? I  also, through your columns, inform some of your readers 
that I  possess Church Bells, from No. 1 to the present time, unbound, and 
shall be glad to hear of anyone wishing to have them; and also to hear from 
some one who would like to have it sent weekly to him after I  have read it. 
In  the latter’ case, a clergyman abroad will he preferred.

Alexandra Villas, Lower Edmonton, N .  H e n r y  W r i g h t ,  Lay Reader.

T h e  N a g ’s H ead  Fable.
Sir,— Your correspondent ‘ E. J.,’ who desires to have authorities on the 

Nag’s Head fable, may be interested in studying pp. 1-232 of vol. iii. of 
Archbishop BramlialTsWorks (Oxford: J. H. Parker, 1844); and the account 
o f Archbishop Parker's consecration in Dean Hook’ s Lives o f the Archbishops 
o f Canterbury, vol. iv. new series, Chapter viii. and Appendix. N. D.

‘ W . A. C.’ sends the following extract from the Guildhall Free Library 
Catalogue:— ‘ Brown (Tlios.), B.D. The Story of the Ordination of our First 
Bishops, in Queen Elizabeth's Beign, at the Nag’s Head Tavern in Cheapside, 
thoroughly examined; and proved to be a late-invented, inconsistent, self- 
contradicting, and absurd fable. 8vo. London, 1731.’

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

B e ll-r in g in g  for Non-Church  Objects.
Silt,— The Vicar of Great Yarmouth, in his article on ‘ Sidesmen,’ in your 

issue of the 8th inst., says, ‘ Bells certainly ought never to be rung except in 
connexion with religious things belonging unto the Church.’ Permit me to 
ask, through your paper, if  Mr. Venables would not allow, or does not allow, 
his bells to be rung on public occasions, such as the usual ‘ State Days,’ viz. 
Queen's Birthday, Accession, Coronation, Prince of Wales’s Birthday, &c,, or 
such as we had here last week, the opening of the Art Gallery, when all 
Liverpool did honour to the occasion? Binging for races is wrong, but 
ringing for such occasions as I  have mentioned is, I  think, not only not 
wrong, but quite right; and people would grumble i f  the bells were silent, and 
Incumbents and Wardens would come in for a great deal of ill-will, and quite 
right i f  they did. L i v e r p o o l  C o l l e s e  Y o u t h .

B ell-h an g in g  on Im p roved  Princip les.
W e  have on former occasions assured our readers that the so-called 

‘ improved principles ’ are altogether a myth— tlie mere puffing advertisements 
of persons ignorant of the principles of mechanics. There has long been 
improved w o r k m a n s h ip — and that is still going on —  but the principles 
remain the same. I f  bells are well hung by experienced jyorkmen above all 
scamping, they will go for fifty years and more, i f  they are carefully looked 
after.

N orw ich  D iocesan  A ssoc ia tion  o f  R ingers.
T h f , Inaugural Meeting will be held in Norwich on Monday, Sept. 24th. 

The companies will commence ringing in the various towers soon after 10 a.m. 
At 12.30 a short service will be held at St. Andrew’s Church, the Venerable 
Archdeacon Nevill being the preacher. At 1 p.m. there will be dinner at the 
Boyal Hotel (2s. 6d. per head), after which the Report w ill be read, &c. 
Binging will then be resumed. Return tickets at single fares w ill be issued 
to members, i f  they trill acquaint the Secretary on or before Sept. 15th with 
the name of the station from which they will travel.

Persons washing to dine should communicate with the Secretary not later 
than September 15th. G. H . H a r r is , Hon. Sec.

Tunstead Vicarage, Norwich.
F u l h a m  P e a l s .— After a verdict is given it is not usual to reopen a dis­

cussion.— E d .

P r e s t o n  C o r r e s p o n d e n t . —  On turning to the Clergy List we find 18 
Prestons, so we are unable to answer our friend direct; but ringers, whose 
services are required regularly, need be paid regularly— the cu s to m  of the 
locality will be a guide to  the amount.— E d .

B E L F R Y  RECORDS.
L A V E N H A M ,  S U F F O L K .  (T ab le ts  in the B elfry .)

947. T h is  P ea l was augm ented from  s ix  to  e ight, Dec. 23, 1811, b y  subscription.
J. Buck, Rector.

L M u m M ,  { Churchwarden*.
R in ge rs :

W m . Sm ith. —  Jno. W estrop.
Isac. Brazier. —  Jno. Sm ith.
R obert P inder. —  Jno. Boby.
R obert Everard. —  Jno. Hayward.
Thom as Sm ith. —  Thomas Stearn.*

*W m . M ills. —  Ben. Stearn.
Jno. M ills . —  W m . M ills.
Daniel W ebber. —  Tho. Turner.

* Daniel W ebber stands N o. 6 on this side. Tho. Turner stands N o . 5 on th is side.
948. Ox Monday, Dec. 12, 1853, a select pa rty  o f  friends tclie underm entioned; m et and 

rung on these harmonious bells an excellen t peal o f  O xford  T reb le  Bob, consisting o f  
5G00 changes, in  3 hours and 45 m inutes, being  placed as follows

Charles K in g , Lavenham , Treble. 
John P e ttit, Hadleigh, Second. 
Robert Perry, Glem sford, Th ird . 
John Edwards, B ildestone, Fou rth .

John Boby, Lavenham , F ifth . 
E dw ard  Bontill, Kersey, Sixth. 
W illiam  Snell, Preston, Seventh. 
H en ry  H obart, Bildestone, Tenor.

T h e  peal was taken from  Messrs. Jones, Reaves’ , and B lakem ore’s Campanolgia , and 
ab ly  conducted b y  H en ry  Hobart.

‘  L a b o r  Tpse  V oltjptas .'
T b e  conductor o f  th is peal w as a v e ry  able rin ger : he rung the tenor be ll at B ildestone 

in  a peal, w e igh in g  on ly  8 stone at the time, the b e ll w eigh ing  18 c w t . ; and could r in g  four 
bells (hand).

949. On  th e  29th o f May, 1820, a com plete peal o f  5024 harmonious changes o f O xford  
Treb le  Bob was rung in  tb is steejale in  3 hours and 7 m inutes, by  the ringers whose names 
are hereunto subjoined :—

Charles K in g , Fourth . 1 John Shipp (C o n d u c to r )^ / * . 
John Boby, F ifth . W illiam  Sm ith, Seventh.

1 John Sm ith , Tenor.

Thomas H ayw ard , Treble.
Jno. M ills, Second.
W illiam  W ebber, Th ird .
950. D eo. 2nd, 1813, was rung in  th is  steeple a  com plete peal o f  S ix  Thousand Bob 

M ajor changes, composed b y  the late Mr. John W arren o f  Copdock, and p erform ed in four 
hours and 3 m inutes b y  the fo llow ing

John Boby, F ifth ,
Jno. Mills, Sixth. 
W illiam  Sm ith, Seventh.

Jno. N anton , bellhauger o f 
Ipsw ich , tenor, w ho called 
the peal.

Thom as H ayw ard, Treble.
W illiam  Miles, Second.
Daniel Webber, Th ird .
Jno. Sm ith, Fourth .

N o t e  t o  L a v e n h a m  B e l l s .— W eigh t, treb le  7 cw t. 4 lbs., cast 1811. Second, u cw t. 
2 qrs. 8 lbs., cast 1811. Third, 7 cw t. 2 qrs., cast 1702. Fourth, 8 cw t., cast 1103. F ifth , 
10 c w t , cast 1703. Sixth, 13 cw t., cast 1603. Seventh, 17 cwt., cast 1702. recast IS o l. 
Tenor, 24 cwt., cast 164-5. I n s c r ip t io n s O n  treble, W illiam  Dobson founden me. 1811. 
Second, ditto, 1811. Third,. H en ry  Pleasant fouuded me, 1702. Fou rtr . J .c cb  s Fu ller et 
Anton ios Hornesby, Guardian Eeclesia de Lavenham  (i.e . -lames F  h er ana >nthony 
Hornesby, Churchwardens o f  Lavenham ), m e Fecit, 1603. F ifth , H enry  P .easantm ar e me, 
1703. S ixth , H ie  menus, bono erit pro pulo n i clam ore vocare (i.e . Th is  b e 'l shall be m y  
use to  call the people b y  m y vo ice ). Th is boll is dated 1603, and be low  th is  date, on another 
line, is, R ichard  Bow les m e Fecit. Th is bell is beautifu lly em bellished in  four d ifferent 
places w ith  a dwarfish figure, having  its arm s and legs extended, and aiso otherw ise haud- 
som elv embellished. Seventh, H en ry  Pleasant rnaae me, 1702; recast, John  W arner ana 
Sons, London, 1851. Tenor, M yles G ray m ade m e, 1625.

R e c e i v e d  a l s o , — H . W , 0 . P . ; O. G  A . ; W . A . C . ;  W . H . K i t s o n ;  R . E . R . R e c e iv e d  a l s o  J . H a l l ;  J .  P lu m m e r :  H a r r ie t  N as-i.



September 29, 1877.] Church Bells. 5 i 9
A  Bishop for the N avy .

S i e ,— Great injustice would surely be done to the very careful and judi­
cious Eeport of the Committee of the Lower House of Convocation on the 
Spiritual Provision for Seamen of the Royal Navy, i f  it were to be judged by 
the article signed ‘ Ti. N .’ in your last week’s issue.

Many of your readers will, X think, regret that in this instance there has 
been a departure from the excellent spirit which generally prevails in Church 
Sells, and that personal attacks upon officers of the IIoval Navy have been 
allowed to appear in its columns.

I  am inclined to think that the Naval Superintendents o f Dockyards are un­
justly singled out for complaint; and lam  sure the present Chaplain of Chatham 
Dockyard would be the last to endorse all that is said of them, and also the 
sweeping and most unfair charge broughtngainst commanding officers generally.

I  venture to think that it is not true that ‘ when a chaplain seeks to make 
himself the father of his people, the pastor of his flock, and, in short, to 
earn his pay by executing the real work of his office, every impediment is 
thrown in his way by liis immediate naval superior, and excused by the 
Admiralty.' To imply tbat such a case is even common in the Boyal Navy is 
to do a grievous wrong to naval officers. So far from accepting the state­
ments of 1 It. N .’ I  believe that a high-minded Christian gentleman, devoted 
to the duties of his sacred calling, rarely, i f  ever, fails to secure the sympathy 
and co-operation o f his commanding and brother-officers.

The fact is, there is another side to the Naval Chaplain Question; and 
before your readers accept the statements of 1 Pi. N .’ they should have the 
views entertained on the subject by naval officers generally. I t  is possible 
they might welcome an ex-Colonial Bishop, full of life and vigour, as Chaplain- 
General; that they desire a change in the present condition of things is 
beyond a doubt: but they might welcome the one, and surely do desire the 
other, on grounds and with an object which are not quite those set forth in 
your article of last week. A  S a il o e ’s S on  a n d  B k o t h e k .

St. M arga re t’s, Laugharne.
Sie,— M ill you kindly, once again, allow me to appeal through your 

columns ? Not this time for the chancel of my church, but for the nave roof 
exterior, which is, indeed, in a sad state. The estimated cost is about 501. My 
parishioners are all too poor to do anything, and it grieves me to see an ancient 
edifice for the want o f so small a sum going rapidly to decay. A  thousand 
subscribers of Is. each could cancel this difficulty, or five hundred o f 2s. each. 
I  have not a resident gentleman in the parish, and the whole burden o f appeal 
and collection devolves on myself. W ill all clergy whose churches are dedi­
cated to St. Margaret help ? all whose Christian name is Margaret send Is .  ?

Post-office Orders payable at Laugharne or St. Clears. Subscribers will
oblige by saying in their notes, ‘ Through Church Bells of  and then
s u p p ly  th e  d a te . J . T .  R a y m o n d .

Upton House, Laugharne, Carmarthenshire, Sept. 10, 1877.
P 'S .— Received for the chancel in answer to appeal:— Julia, 2s.; Rochester 

Postmark, I s . ; Sheffield Postmark, Is .; L. G., 5s.; A. B., 2s.

T h e  N a g ’s H ead  Fable.
Sik,— There is a full account of Archbishop Parker’s Consecration iu the 

Defence o f the English Ordinations by Dr. Courayer, Canon Piegular and 
Librarian of St. Geneviijve. This hook was printed at Paris, in French, and 
afterwards translated into English hy Daniel IVilliams. (London : printed by
H. P. for Charles Rivington, a .d . 1728.) I  have a copy of this translation at 
No. 7 Railway Terrace, Salford, Manchester. " J o h n  A s t l e y .

Sje,— In  answer to ‘ E. J.’ I  would recommend Hugh James Rose’s ad­
mirable Sermons and Appendices, published by’Rivington, St. Paul's Church­
yard, under the title, The Commission and Consequent Duties o f  the Clergy. 
Second edition. 1831. Price 9s. TV. s.

S i e ,— The Apostolical Succession o f the English Clergy, traced from the 
Earliest Times, and in the four dioceses of Canterbury, Dondon, Norwich, and 
Ely, continued to the year 1806, by the Piev. Richard Hart (price Is ; Samuel 
M iller and Co., Norwich), would help to meet the want of your corre­
spondent, ‘ E. J.’ ‘  x

L a y  R ec ita l o f  L itany.
S i e ,— I  beard the Litany sung at Exeter Cathedral last year hy a priest- 

vicar and a lay clerk together, as far as the Lord’s Prayer. H.

Queries.
Sie,— May I  ask some of your readers to be good enough to tell me, per 

post, the names of any Societies that give grants to Sunday Schools towards 
cost of building them, or materials used therein ? ’ T. J a c k s o n .

Dvnwich, near Yoxford.
Sm,— W ill any o f your correspondents or readers kindly inform me of any 

Homes or Refuges for unruly and immoral girls under fifteen or sixteen years 
of age ? In  my large and poor parish I  am often appealed to by distressed 
parents, who, in most eases, would be unable to make any payment.

A n  A n x io u s  a n d  S a d d e n e d  Y io a e .
Sin,— W ill any of your readers be kind enough to tell me of a periodical of 

good Church tone, suitable for lads and lasses recently confirmed? 0. C. A.
S i k ,— May I  a sk  you to let me know what is th e  exact meaning of the 

word ’ guerdon’ in Hymn 254, v. 4, of Hymns A. & M .  Revised Edition? Does 
it mean in this case a present reward, or the pledge of a reward to come ?

W. A. C.
Me. Vi . H. ICitson, Torquay, Hon. Sec. of the Society for the Rejection 

of the Burials Bid, will be grateful for information respecting new church­
yards, or additions to old churchyards, in different parts of England, made by 
Churchmen within the last few years.

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— TV. I I .  M . ; TV. TV. H . ; A  Y ic a r ; A lb e rt B an n ister; A . C. Maclaclilan ; 
R ev . Ur. H . ( Wc regre t w e cannot add to  the Pa tristic  criticism s w h ich  have already 
appeared, and m ust suffice fo r  v indication.)

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .
  4,------

B e ll-r in g in g  for N on-C hurch  Objects.
S i b ,— I  had no intention of implying that church hells might not be rung 

on the 1 State Days,’ for I  regarded them as connected with ‘ things religious.’ 
The coronation of the monarch is an eminently religious ceremony, and there 
is a service specially appointed for the ‘ Queen’s Accession.’

G e o b g e  V e n a b l e s ,

C h ange-ringing at St. Gabriel's, P im lico , London .
O n  Saturday, August 22nd, eight members of the St. James’s Society of 

Change-ringers rang at the above church a peal o f Kent Treble Bob Major, 
containing 5280 changes, in 3 hrs. 15 mins. F. Bate, 1 ; S. Reeves, 2 ; W. 
Hovard, 3 ; W . Collings, 4 ; H . Swain, 5 ; E. Horrex, 6 ; R. French, 7 ; J. M. 
Hayes, 8. The peal was composed by Mr. H. Hubbard, sen., and conducted 
by Mr. J. M. Hayes.

R in g in g  at St. P au l’ s, W arr in g ton , Lancashire.
O n  Saturday, the 15th inst., a friendly gathering of the following hands of 

ringers met in the tower of St. Paul’s, and rang the following:— Darsbury, 
Grandsire Boh Minor, a touch of Oxford Treble' Bob, and four peals of Grand­
sire Doubles. A t St. Thomas’s, St. Helen's, various touches.

M uffled P ea l at St. M ary ’s Church, W ood fo rd , Essex.
A  m u f f l e d  peal was rung on Saturday, the 15th inst., as a last tribute of 

respect to the late Thomas Scarlett, who for upwards of thirty-five years 
was a ringer of the same, and died on the Oth inst., after a long and painful 
illness, at the age of fifty-three years. The ringers were, H. Nunn, sen., 1; 
A. Pledger, 2 ; W . Nunn, jun., 3; M. Ellsmore, 4 ;  G. Burbridge, 5; H . 
Nunn, jun. (conductor), C.

Change-ringing for the H arvest, W orth , Sussex.
O n  Sunday, lfith inst., the Rusper Society o f Change-ringers rang Ship- 

way’s ten-course peal of 720 changes, Oxford Bob method, called with 22 
singles, in 24 mins. The ringers were, J. Dale, 1; P. Ilorley,2; G.Tuttett, 3;
F. Knight, 4 ; J, Worsfold, 5 ; H. Burstow, 6.

R in g in g  at St. John’s, Hackney, by Am ateu r Change-ringers.
O n  Sunday evening, the 16th inst., eight members of the above Society 

rang a muffled peal, as a mark of esteem for the late Rector, T. O. Goodchild, 
thirty-eight years Rector of this parish. The following rung 'TV. Smith, 1 ; 
W . Rument, 2 ; G. Clark, 3 ; J. Carmichael, 4 ; G. Page, 5; R. Turner, 6 ;
C. Lee, 7 ; J. Pettit, 8. Conducted by Mr. J. Pettit.

M uffled P ea l at Greenwich.
O n  Monday evening, tbe 17th inst., eight members o f the Society of 

Eastern Scholars rang at St. Alphege Church, Greenwich, a deeply muffled 
peal as a last token of respect to the memory of Mr. John Jones, for many 
years a ringer of this church, and who held the office of parish clerk at St. 
Mary’s Church, Lewisham, for over fifty years. H e died on the 13th inst., at 
the age of eighty-one years. The ringers were, H. J. Shade, 1 ; W. G. Davis, 
2; Pi. Shade, 3 ; J. Cronk, 4 ; J. G. Shade, 5 ; J. Forman, G; IV. G. Shade, 7 ;
G. Thatcher, 8. Conducted by Mr. J. Forman.

R in g in g  at New m arket, Cambridgeshire.
O n  Friday, the 21st inst., the Benington Society o f  Change-ringers, by 

special invitation from the Vicar and authorities of tbe parish, visited New­
market, and reopened the new ring of eight hells in the recently-built tower 
of All Saints’ Church. They rang a select composition, consisting o f 2212 
changes, in the several intricate methods o f Stedman’s Triples, 756 ; Double 
Norwich Court Major, 448; Kent Treble Bob Major, 560; Superlative Surprise 
Major, 448 : total, 2212. Tenor, 11 cwt.; key G.

Ancien t Society  o f Co llege  Youths.— Estab lished 1637.
O n  Monday, the 24th inst., eight members of the above Society rang at 

St. Matthew's Church, Bethnal Green, Mr. John H olt’s one-part peal of Grand­
sire Triples, with two doubles in the last four leads, containing 5040 changes, 
in 2 hrs. 56 mins. H . Booth, 1 ; R. French, 2 ; S. Reeves, -3 ; J. Pettit, 4 ; 
TV. Duffill, 5 ; H . Haley, jun., 6 ; F. Bate, 7; T. Bugby, 8. Conducted by Mr. 
James Pettit.

S teep le-Keeper W an ted .
I V a n t e d  a Steeple-Keeper (a Ringer) for Waterford Cathedral. To ring 

in peal for two services on Sundays, and practice one or two evenings in the 
week. The day-time would be his own. Salary 11, per week and fare paid. 
Apply to R. S. B l e e , Waterford.

B E L F R Y  RECORDS. 
B U R G H - L E - M A R S H ,  L IN C O L N S H I R E .

(T a b le ts  in the Belfry.)
951. D ecem ber  25tli, 1821.— Grandsire Bob was rung on these bells 25 tim es 120, equal 

to  3000 changes, in  1 hour and 52 m inutes, b y
W illiam  TYakeling, F irs t. [ Edward Charlton, Th ird - j d id
Thomas Show ier, Second. | Edw ard  Doughty, Fourth , j Joseph W akelin , t!.t Tenor.
952. J a n . 15th, 18G4.— Grandsire Bob was ru n g  27 tim es through in  2 hours and 11 

m inutes.
TV. E. Grantham, F irs t. TV. D oughty, Second. H . Stoals.es, Th ird . 

id  Fa lk inder, Fourth . J . TVakelin. Tenor.

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— A . T id y ;  Jas. D ixon.
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on, and tlie music makes a muddle of the sense all through. The very next 
pair of verses are sung each to the wrong half of the chant— ‘ Thou art the 
everlasting Son of the Father’ belonging to, and concluding the thought of, 
the verse before, and ‘ When Thou tookest upon Thee,’ &c., beginning a new 
train of thought. So in the next pair of verses, ‘ When Thou hadst overcome,’ 
&c., is in form and tone linked with the verse before, and not with the verse 
after; but the music links it with the verse after. A  little farther on, after 
several verses of supplication, occurs the grand outburst of praise. c Day by 
day we magnify Th ee ; And we worship Thy Name ever world without end.’ 
These are a pair of triumphant verses breaking into the midst of the vein of 
supplication, to which the next verse returns. Yet, according to the mode of 
singing in the church I  refer to, the first of these triumphant verses ends the 
musical strain, being sung to the concluding half o f the chant, while the 
second of the pair of verses is sung to the first half o f the music, and with 
this is linked the most penitential verse of the whole canticle, ‘ Vouchsafe, 0 
Lord, to keep us this day without sin ’ ! I t  only remains to say that, there 
being an uneven number of verses, there was no escape from that most 
unmeaning and unmusical repetition o f the second half of the chant, which I  
always marvel that musicians have so long endured.

Now I  have brought a charge of murder against the double chant.
‘ Gentlemen of the jury, what say you ? Is the prisoner guilty, or not guilty V

Just a few words'more. I  am no bigoted enemy of the double chant in its 
proper place. For a long psalm or canticle, with an even number of verses, 
and with no marked breaks or changes of tone or subject, it may be very well 
employed. But for the Te Deum it is utterly unsuitable, and serves only to 
destroy the sense and ruin the exquisite interchange of tone and feeling. I t  
was misery to me to hear it the other day. I  do not advocate ‘ Services ’— and, 
indeed, few o f them rise to their true conception, and bring out all the beauty 
and variety o f the Te Deum. The best arrangements of the Te Deum for 
parish churches are those which use several single chants, varied for the 
different parts, or else a single chant varied from major to minor, according 
to the verse. Some of Dr. Stainer’s arrangements of Gregorian Tones, with 
harmonies and variations, are excellent; and for very simple singing nothing 
is better than E. Helmore’s Te Dtums, especially Nos. 1 and 2.

Let me only add that tKe~T<enite, which requires a change of tone at the 
Gth verse, and has an uneven number of verses, is also spoilt by a double 
chant, though not so fatally as the Te Deum, the whole construction of which 
seems to say, ; Sing me to anything but a double chant! ’ W . W. H.

A  B ishop for the N avy .
S ir ,— 1 A  Sailor’s Son and Brother’ misquotes the article on ‘ A  Bishop for 

the Navy,’ which nowhere states that every impediment is thrown in the way 
of zealous chairlains, but that impediments which may be so thrown are 
excused ; and he does not observe that the chaplain’s failings are also stated ; 
whilst he fails to disprove matters of fact easily tested, v iz . :—

1. That about four fifths of the vessels are seldom visited by a naval 
chaplain.

2. That the chaplain of the fleet is not permitted to visit the home ports, 
or to make himself acquainted with the spiritual condition of this four fifths 
o f the fleet, or to communicate by pastorals or otherwise with the fleet.

3. Th at o f that portion o f the naval church which is in  public view, the 
dockyard chapels, some are parcelled out like private proprietary chapels, are 
very unfrequently used, and are seldom voluntarily attended by men-of-war 
men on shore, although these men are accustomed to daily service when at 
sea.

4. That the responsibility rests between the Admiralty, the Commanding 
Officer, and the Chaplain, of whom the Chaplain is the least powerful.

Nobody questions that service at sea generates a conscientious and noble 
body of gentlemen, with whom ‘ duty ’ is the mainspring of l i f e ; but life at 
sea withdraws officers from personal acquaintance with Church iirogress, and 
they are, therefore, the last persons to be constituted the sole judges of the 
spiritual provision necessary for sin-sick souls. When many of the most 
devout seamen are going over to Dissent, the commanding-officer system cannot 
be regarded as a success. II. N.

Christianity or H eathenism  ?
Sir,— The Times of the 25th of September contains a report of the pro­

ceedings of the Social Science Congress, embodying amongst other things 
an address upon sanitary science by Mr. Edwin Chadwick, C.B., one of the 
concluding paragraphs of which opens thus:— ‘ I f  the beneficent principle 
worshipped as Yishnu the Preserver should command, we can undertake to 
erect a city which shall be in time the reverse of all this, and in which the 
death-rate shall not exceed 10 in 1000,’ &c. Whether practicable or not, the 
object thus suggested for attainment is most desirable and praiseworthy; but 
as Mr. Chadwick is not supposed to have addressed himself to an assembly of 
Brahmins, but to a professedly Christian audience, the nature of his appeal 
excites some surprise and curiosity. Surely, to say the least, the beneficent 
spirit of Christianity might have been as appropriately invoked as one of the 
deities of the Hindu Pantheon; but perhaps Mr. Chadwick may fall hack 
upon tlie precedent of Pope’s ‘ Jehovah, Jove, or Lord.’ A  P e d e s t r ia n .

Sir,— I  would recommend ‘ An Anxious and Saddened Yioar’ to apply to 
Mr. Daniel Cooper, 85 Queen Street, Clieapside, for a Classified List of the 
Homes connected with the Piescue Society, of which he is Secretary. I t  is 
not a purely Chui’ch Society, but I  believe it does much good and might meet 
the need mentioned. Bow's Handbook to the Charities of London (Sampson 
Low and Co., price Is.) also gives much useful information respecting Pmfuges, 
Homes, &e. L . R. F,

I f a ‘ Perplexed and Saddened .Vicar' is within reach of Kent be may apply 
to ‘ The Rev. the Warden, St. Mary's, Stone, Hartford,* in the case of immoral 
girls of any age. There is no charge for admission. J. G. T.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G I N G .

N ew  Bells  at Inverness.
S c o t l a n d  is to be congratulated on having another goodly ring of eight 

hells, set up at the Cathedral o f St. Andrew, cast by Messrs. Warner, and 
hung by their agent, Mr. Henry Boswell.

The Service of Dedication took place on the 26th ult., when the Bishop, 
with the clergy and choir, <&c., met in the belfry, where the Bishop offered up 
two prayers, one being o f a general character, the second having reference to 
the dedication, which we reprint, as it may be useful to others on a similar 
occasion :—

‘ 0 Almighty God and most merciful Father, Who hast designed for Thy 
glory the craftsman’s art and music’s measure, we present ourselves before 
Thee at this time, again to offer to Thy Divine Majesty gifts and sacrifices for 
the service of Thy sanctuary, humbly beseeching Thee to accept them at out 
hands. We call to mind, 0  Lord, how that by Thy Divine command bells of 
gold were attached to the robe of the epliod of the high priest of Thy ancient 
Church, in order that his sound should be heard when he went in unto the 
holy place o f the Lord, that the people, at this notice, might fall to their 
prayers, and join with him while he was offering incense to T h ee ; and 
further, calling to mind that Thy Holy Church has ordained that a bell shall 
be tolled to call Thy people together daily to pray to Thee and to hear Thy 
Holy Word, we are encouraged that Thou wilt be pleased to accept these bells, 
which for these and other sacred purposes we now present, dedicate, and con­
secrate to Thee and Thy service. Grant, 0  Lord, that when we hear their 
welcome sound, we may regard it as Thy voice calling us to prayer. When 
they send forth peals of jubilee for mercies received, may the hearts of all 
who hear he lifted up to Thee in grateful unison for all Thy goodness and 
loving-kindness; and when their deep and solemn toll shall announce that a 
spirit is passing away, or has passed away, let all who hear he, at that notice, 
led to remember the dying, and how short and uncertain their own time is ; 
and, calling to mind the words of Him Who is “  the Resurrection and the 
Life,” “  Whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die,” may in the 
silence of their hearts pray, “  Sjiare me a little, that I  may recover my strength 
before I  go hence and be no more seen.”

‘ Finally, 0 Lord, remember for good all those of Thy servants who have 
willingly offered to Thee of their substance for this addition to Thy sanctuary. 
And may those who shall stand in this place and be employed in this special 
ministration ever remember that this place is none other than part of the 
House of God, and never, by thought, word, or deed, profane His holy 
sanctuary.

‘ Blessed be Thou, 0 Lord God, for ever and ever. Thine, 0 Lord, is the 
greatness, and tlie glory, and the victory, and the majesty; for all that is in 
the heaven and in the earth is Thine. Thine is the kingdom, 0 Lord, and 
Thou art exalted as head above a l l ; both riches and honour come of Thee, 
and of Thine own do we give unto Thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.’

Tlie choir then chanted the 150th Psalm, and, after the invocation of the 
Holy Trinity, the first peal was rung. The hells were rung at different 
intervals during the evening.

On the following day, a peal of Treble Bob Major, consisting of 5181 
changes, was rung by a band of tbe Ancient Society of College Youths, 
London; viz. H . W. Haley, sen., 1; PI. Haley, jun., 2 ; W. Cooter, 3; H. 
Boswell, 4 ; G. Fenn, 5 ; W . Greenleaf, 6 ; M. A. Wood, 7; J. G. M. Hayes, 8. 
Composed and conducted hy Mr. Haley, sen. This is the first peal of Treble 
Bob ever ruDg in Scotland.

The splendid tenor of the above ring— in E, and over 48 cwt.— was set up 
hy Messrs. Warner in 1869. Three more bells are to be added for chiming 
purposes. This happy event took place on the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Bishop’s wedding-day. Most of the bells are gifts, as memorials of deceased 
relatives.

R in g in g  at H ales Owen, W orcestersh ire.
On Saturday, the 29th ult., the Christ Church Society of Change-ringers 

from West Bromwich visited Hales Owen, and by the kind permission of the 
Venerable Archdeacon Hone rang a peal of New Grandsire Triples, comprising 
5040 changes, in 3 hrs. 2 mins. The band stood thus:—H. Hipkiss, 1; J. 
Russell, 2; W. Mallin, 3; T. Horton, 4; W. Beeson, 5; J. Carter, 6 ; S. 
Biddlestone, 7; J. Hipkins, 8. Composed and conducted by S. Biddlestone.

A  M inor Perform ance at St. Bride's Church, F lee t Street, London .
On Wednesday evening, the 25th ult., Mr. John Cox, steeple-keeper at 

this church, accomplished quite a feat in connexion with the science, by 
chiming a peal of 720 changes of Double- Norwich Court Bob Minor on tlie 
six large bells of this church. The truth of this interesting affair was attested 
hy J. W . Cattle, H . Dains, H . A, Hopkins, and F. Ivnipe, Esq. ; the two first- 
mentioned persons being each provided with the lead ends of the peal, which 
they checked severally as Mr. Cox correctly and distinctly brought them up. 
The time occupied was 27 ruins;. and the performance is thought to be the 
first ever done in London.

Muffled Peal at Woodford, Essex,
‘ S u b s c r ib in g  I n q u i r e r  ’ r e q u e s ts  to  k n o w  w h a t m e th o d  o f  c h a n g e - r in g in g  

was struck under the conduotorship of Mr* Nunn ?

Ringing at Preston* Suffolk.
How did the ringers manage to ring a peR of Bob in 20 minutes ?

We never before heard the like.

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— H . E. J. R eceived .— W . "W ing; Curate o f St. M ary ’s, E ly ;  Inqu irer.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

Turkish M issions A id  Society.
S ir ,— For the last two weeks apaper concerning some Society, calling itself 

the Turkish Missions’ Aid Society, has been inserted in my copy of Church 
Sells. As there is no printer’s Dame on the paper I  cannot, of course, tell or 
guess by whose authority this is done; but I  am sorry that it has happened 
for many reasons, and chiefly because I  regret that the Church Bells, which 
in general, i f  not always, ring true on the subject of Schism, should be made 
the means o f propagating the cause of a Society which is causing acts of 
schism in a sister branch of Christ’s Church. Feeiing, as I  suppose most of 
your readers do, aD intense longing that the prayer of our dear Lord, ‘ that we 
may be all one,’ may be realised, and reunion be brought about in the divided 
fold, I  grieve to think that men should be so mistaken as to think that Christ’s 
cause is furthered by proselytising amongst the members of other branches of 
Christ’s Church. The fatal step with respect to the Bishopric of Jerusalem 
has done great harm to the cause o f reunion, and one need hut read the last 
part of Neal’s History o f the Patriarchate of Antioch to see the harm the so- 
called missions of Romanists and Protestants have done to the work of the 
Eastern Church, to which branch o f the Church the care of the souls of men 
in those lands has been entrusted. I  will not prolong this letter more than to 
express a wish that English Churchmen would study more the history of the 
eldest branch of the One Church, and the one which has been engaged in the 
same struggle with our own branch against Papal encroachments.

Kirkby Lonsdale. T hos. Ge o . Ce e e .
[The papers alluded to were circulated in Church Bells without the know­

ledge of the Editor.]

T h e  A ggress ion  on our Churchyards.
Sir ,— I  am much struck with the constant pitiable and heart-rending

appeals of such writers in your valuable periodical as ■' G. V .’ and others on 
the Burials Question, and ^s-in his last Comment he says in conclusion,
1 Have our Bishops thought of tbis ? Is  it too late to do so ?’— it occurs to me 
to ask through your columns whether an appeal of the clergy could not he 
got up to the Archbishop of Canterbury, to rebmt, and give up his own private 
judgment, and listen to the earnest voice of the clergy in this matter.

.1 am sure it is little known how little the laity care for the proffered boon. 
I  have heen much struck with this, and i f  the Bill became law, it would have
come upon the country with surprise, not to say astonishment. Now, the
people may be getting used to it.

Probably 11,000 clergy would be found to memorialise the Archbishop. 
One penny from each might perhaps pay for the cost. Would you organize 
it, or should the Church Defence? B. E. B.

Skirbeck, September 11th.

M urdering the T e  Deum.
Sip.,— Under the familiar initials 1 W. W. H .’ appears a letter, in your issue 

of 6th October, in which the singing the Te Deum to a double chant is repre- 
. sented as murdering it. Without entering into the question of the relative 
merits or beauties of single and double chants, may I  plead that the couplet 
system generally pervading the Psalms, and happily preserved in the Te Deum, 
does, to my mind, suggest the fitness of a double chant, though of course it is 
Anglican, and comparatively a modem innovation.

The great objection to its introduction in the Te D eitm f'W . W. H . ’ finds in 
the difficulty of disposing of the triplet. May I  suggest that i f  the last of the 
three lines, ‘ The Holy Ghost the Comforter,’ be sung to the last half o f the 
chant repeated (and it must be repeated somewhere), the confusion which he 
so justly condemns in the after verses wholly disappears ? By adopting the 
same plau in the Vtmite— that is, repeating the second half o f the chant at the 
fifth verse instead of at the last, the couplets are undisturbed, and the sense 
unbroken. J . C a v e -B r o w n e .

Sextons ’ Fees,
S i r ,— We pay our sexton five shillings a-week for taking care of a new 

church capable of holding 300 people. I  should be glad to know if, in other 
churches o fthe same size, a more or less sum is given for the purpose. I  
may add that he receives sixpence a-week extra for cleaning the hell-chamber, 
and has the washing o f the choir surplices. A  V ic a r .

Si r ,— W ill you kindly allow m e to use your columns to inform  those 
persons who have written to m e unsuccessfully (respecting m y offer o f disposal 
o f Church Bells in your issue o f 22nd inst.), and who have not heard from  me 
direct, that I  have not time to answer their letters, (fee.; and, as they were not 
successful, I  did not deem it  necessary to reply to all. I  regret I  have not had 
a single application fo r m y weekly copy to be sent abroad after m y perusal o f 
it. Surely some o f your readers are friends o f clergymen abroad, who would 
be glad o f it. H e n r y  W r ig h t , Lay Bender.

Alexandra Villa , Lower Edmonton, N .
Sir ,— I s there any instance of a church dedicated to St. Mary having a 

‘ Ladye chauncel’ distinct from the chancel of tbe church? Our Lady chapel 
is at the end of the north transept. Does this prove the church to be dedicated 
to St. Mary and St.  somebody? E. G. B.

Si r ,— I  should be much obliged if  any of your readers would forward to 
me any rules of a Communicants' Union, or Guild, that binds a mixed congre­
gation (rich and poor) closely together. A lb e r t  B a n n ist e r .

5 Bodney Road, Hackney, E .
‘ A. A. F .’— We shall be happy to make known your offer accompanied by 

your name and address for publication.
‘ Cam panarum  P ulsator ’ must give name and address for publication.

R e c e iv e d  a ls o .— H . J. ID.; A n  Otd Subscriber: L a icu s ; W . A . W , ; A n n e S tow e :
E, 0. H .

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

A  M isstatem ent.
S i r ,— There is in your issue of the 22nd ult. a record of the bells at 

Lavenham which contains an error: it states the 7th bell was recast by Messrs. 
Warner & Son in 1851, and professes to give the inscription upon it. The mis­
statement cannot be accidental, as there is not the least foundation for saying 
Messrs. Warner made a new hell in 1851. To assure ourselves that the 7th 
bell had not been recast since it was made at this foundry in 1816, we have 
heen at the trouble and expense of sending to Lavenbam. The inscription 
on the hell is as follows :— 1G. & G. Hears, founders, London; Bichard John­
son, M.A., Beetor; James Knight Jennings, M.A., Curate; George Mumford 
and Bobert Howard, Churchwardens, 1816; Thomas Turner, woolstapler; 
Charles King, shoemaker.’ W e should not trouble you by writing only that 
the Lavenham Tenor is considered the finest hell in the county, and many 
competent judges (Sir Edmund Beckett amongst them) consider our 7th hell 
equal in quality to the tenor.

Bell Foundry, Whitechapel, Oct. 3rd, 1877.
[W e a re  s o r r y  f o r  th e  e r ro r s ,  h u t  i f  c o r r e s p o n d e n ts  s e n d  us false s ta te ­

m e n ts  w e  c a n n o t  h e lp  i t .— E d . ]

N orw ich  D iocesan A ssoc ia tion  o f  R ingers.
T h is  Association held its first meeting in Norwich on the 21th ult., and 

was attended by ringers from various places in the neighbourhood. Soon 
after 10 a.m. the bells o f St. John began, and the hells of the other churches 
were heard on every side. A t 12.15 the ringing ceased for a while, and the 
ringers wended their way to St. Andrew’s Church. Here a short service was 
held, Canon Copeman reading the Prayers, and the Bev. G. H. Harris the 
Lesson. The Yen. Archdeacon Nevill preached a most appropriate sermon 
on Bom. xii. 1. A t 1.30 the ringers and friends, about 110, dined at the 
Royal Hotel under the presidency of Gervas Holmes, Esq. The Secretary 
(the Bev. G. Harris) read the Beport. From this we gather that the Associa­
tion has made a very satisfactory start, having gained in seven months the 
support of eighty honorary members and 141 performing; among the former 
are the Dean of Norwich (President) and the three Archdeacons o f Norwich, 
Norfolk, and Suffolk, and many other leading men among the clergy and laity.

General M ee tin g  o f the Yorkshire Assoc ia tion  at H alifax.
On  Saturday, Oct. Oth, the second annual meeting of this Society was 

held at Haley Hill, Halifax, when there was a large attendance of members. 
During the morning a company rang a peal of 5088 changes on the hells 
of A ll Souls’ Church; and during the rest of the day many touches were rung 
by different bands. In the afternoon the general meeting was held, when the 
Committee’s Beport and the Treasurer’s Balance Sheet were read and adopted. 
The election of officers, resulted in the re-election of all the principal officials 
to their former posts and the addition of three members to the committee. 
Shipley, near Bradford, was chosen as the place where the January meeting 
should he held, and the committee were requested to prepare a more extensive 
code of rules for the working of the Society, to be presented for consideration 
at the January meeting. A  vote of thanks to the vicar and churchwardens of 
A ll Souls for the use of the bells, and to the ringers for their kind hospitality, 
closed the meeting.

R eport o f the Yorkshire Association .
W e have received a copy o f the Second Annual Beport of this Society, and 

from it find that between Oct. 10th, 1876, and Aug. 31st, 1877, forty-five peals 
have heen performed by the members : full particulars, with the calling of 
these peals, are given. Besides this, the Beport contains the rules, a list of 
the members, short notices of the quarterly meetings held during the year, 
the committee’s report, and the treasurer’s balance-sheet, and a tabular list 
of all the performances of the Association for the two years during which it 
has existed. I t  seems hardly necessary to state that the Yorkshire Association 
is a success; for when a Society publishes a Beport of its proceedings during 
one year which occupies 65 printed pages, the fact speaks for itself. For those 
who would wish to see how Change-ringing is progressing in Yorkshire we 
may add that copies of the Beport may be had from Mr. Jasper W. Snowdon, 
Old Bank Chambers, Leeds, post free for 7d.

N e w  Church and B ells  at W h orlton , Yorkshire.
On Thursday, the 1th inst., the new parish church o f Whorlton, Yorkshire, 

dedicated to the Holy Cross, was consecrated by the Archbishop of York. A  
new ring of bells was provided by the Vicar, the Rev. A. H . Cumming; five 
o f these hells are new, and one is an ancient bell from the old parish church 
recast by Messrs. Warner of London, and hung by Mr. T. Mallaby of 
Masham; they were opened by Change-ringers from Masham, who com­
menced ringing at !) a.m., and rang peals o f Boh Minor, Oxford Treble Bob 
Minor, Kent Treble Bob Minor, and several touches in other methods, during 
the day. An apparatus has been fixed to the bells for chiming for the ser­
vices by one man or boy.

D ate Touch .
On the 21th ult.. ringers from Netberton and Dudley rang at Netherton, 

Worcestershire, 187? Grandsire Minor in 1 hr, 1 mins.

N o t ic e .— We are sorry to have aggrieved our Tooting friends—in general 
Church Bells renounces to report Bingers’ convivialities and table speeches, 
limiting reports as much as possible to work done in belfries.

Correction .— Inverness tenor is not 18 ewt., but over 18 ins. diameter.

R e c eiv ed  a ls o .— H . R . B a y lie ; W . W a lk e r; G. J . C larkscn ; C. I f .  C la im in g ; South 
E ssex R ing ings (n o  nam e).
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T h e  Church in India.

Sir ,—Your readers interested in Indian Missions will be glad to learn 
(especially just now, while, owing to the dire calamities incidental to famine, 
there seems little but distress and suffering), that, ‘ by the generosity of a 
single donor, the money wanted for the Medical Mission (i.e. the Cottage 
Hospital and Dispensary at Poona) has been supplied.’ I  quote from a letter 
received from the Bishop o f Bombay. He continues: ‘ What I  should he 
thankful to get money for is an Industrial School, which I  want to start in 
Poona under a Parsi Christian, whom I  hope to ordain shortly. The 
Christianity of most native Christians is sadly wanting in disinterestedness. 
They are mostly very poor, and they lose in many cases what means of 
subsistence they have by becoming Christians. Some of them come of a 
class which ekes out its wretched earnings hy stealing or by poisoning the 
cattle of their wealthy neighbours. Cattle which die of themselves are taken 
by the outcast Mahars as a perquisite, and eaten; and so they take care the 
supply shall not fail. A ll this makes it almost impossible for them to support 
themselves after they become Christians, and so they hang about the missions 
and expect us to feed them. O f late the failure of the crops all over the 
diocese has reduced them to great distress. I  want to teach their children 
to earn their own living, and this is the way that I  am going to try and do 
so. The school might, and I  hope will, be self-supporting, or nearly so, in 
time.’

One could hardly imagine a graver responsibility than that resting upon 
us to provide for these children, many probably bereft o f every blood relation. 
These children may render immense service to their heathen brethren, and 
to our own missionaries, for they will have grown up in the true Gospel 
faith, instead of all that is anti-Christian. They would be a ready-made 
nucleus from which to draw pupil-teacliers, schoolmasters, &c. W ith other 
advantages, this would save a great deal that is now expended upon carrying 
Europeans out to fill such posts.

Moneys for the Industrial School may be sent to the Bishop of Bombay's 
Commissary, the Rev. Berdmore Compton, A ll Saints, Margaret Street, W . ; 
to Messrs. Crawford, Colvin, and Co., 71 Old Broad Street, E.C. I  shall also 
be glad to acknowledge any sums sent to me. As there are other school 
‘ collections,’ all offerings should he marked ‘ Industrial School, Poona.’

2 Great Stanhope Street, Bath, "N A. C. Maclachlan.

D isused P rayer and H ym n -B ook s , &c.
S ir ,— Within the present year 3010 disused Prayer-books, 6895 hymn- 

books, and some 63,000 old hooks, magazines, &c. have been put on hoard 
merchaut-slhps hy the Missions to Seamen chaplains and readers.

As our supply is exhausted, would you allow me to say how thankful we 
should be i f  your readers would send their disused hooks or magazines, in 
boxes, hampers, sacks, or parcels, by rail or parcel delivery, to the Missions 
to Seamen Society, 11 Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W .C., where 
book-notices for church-boards can be had.

W m . D awson, Commander R .N ., and Secretary.

S i r ,— I  shall he happy to send about eighty copies of the Hymnal Com- 
panion to any quarter where they would be valued. They are in fair condition, 
hut mostly bearing the name of our church on the cover. They are copies o f 
the edition lately superseded. A. A. E.

S i r ,— W ill you kindly grant me space in your columns to request some 
Latin scholar to translate (literally) for me a few hymns, o f about five verses 
each, into English? I  shall feel very much obliged to you and to him.

41 Askew Hoad, Gateshead. Cle m e n t  R obson.

S i r ,— I  should he obliged if any of your readers would forward to me any 
rules of a Cabmen’s Mission. A. E. Budge.

20 Oxford Square, W.

R e c e iv e d  also  : -  G. I I . ; A  Yorksh ire  Vicar.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

C h ange-ringing at St. Peter 's , C oggeshall, Essex.
On Saturday, 22nd ult., eight members o f the Glemsford Society of Change- 

ringers risked the above town, and, with kind permission of the Vicar, 
rang several touches of Kent Treble Bob Major, amounting to about 2000 
changes. Several touches were rung by other friends. The Vicar kindly 
entertained the whole party at the Vicarage with tea, &c.

R eopen ing of B ells  at Guilden M orden , Cam bridgeshire.
On Sunday, 23rd ult., the six bells of the above place, having been rehung, 

itc., by Day and Son, of Eye, were rung for service, and three appropriate 
sermons were preached’. On the 24th, the bells were rung throughout the 
day by ringers from Cambridge; but what number or method of changes they 
rang is not reported to us.

R in g in g  at B u rton -on -T ren t, Stafford.
On Monday, 1st inst., some members of St. Martin’s Society, Birmingham, 

visited Burton-on-Trent, and with two of the Burton Society rang at St. 
Paul's Church Mr. Holt's ten-part peri o f 5040 Grandsire Triples in 3 hrs. 
5 mins. .1. James, 1 ; IV. Potts, 2 ; IV. Wakeley, 3 ; H. Bastabte, 4 ; J. Buf- 
fery, 5; I I .  Johnson, jum\, 6 ; F. H . James, 7; S. Jarman, S. Conducted by 
Mr. H . Bastable. Tenor, 25 cwt.

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association.
On Tuesday, 2nd inst., at St. Matt' eiv’s, Holbeck, Leeds, 5024 of Kent 

Treble Major, in 2 lirs, 50 mine. J. Lockwood, 1; T. West, 2 ; W . Whit­

aker, 3 ; G. Barraclougb, 4; W. Walker, 5; T. Lockwood, 0 ; J. W . Snowdon, 
Esq., 7; R. Bains, 8. The peal, which had the sixth its extent in 5-0, was 
composed and conducted by T . Lockwood.

On Friday, 5th inst., at the same church, 5088 of Kent Treble Bob Major, 
in 2 hrs. 59 mins. T. Harrison, 1; S. Basnett, 2; H . Hubbard, jun., 3 ; 
T . West, 4; G. Barraelough, 5; R. Bains, 6 ; J. W . Snowdon, Esq., 7;
G. Jackson, 8. The peal was composed by W. Harrison of Mottram, and 
conducted by C. Jackson. The sixth was its extent home, and also in that 
position in the three last courses of each of the three parts of the peal. 
Tenor, 10 cwt.

On Saturday, Oth. inst., at A ll Souls, Haley H ill, Halifax, 5088 of Kent 
Treble Bob Major, in 3 hrs. 16 mins. J. Lockwood, 1; T. Lockwood, 2;
H. Hubbard, jun., 3 ; W . H. Howard. 4 ; G. Barraelough, 5 ; C. Jackson, 6 ; 
J. Wr. Snowdon, Esq., 7; R. Bains, 8. The peal was composed by W. Harrison 
of Mottram, and conducted by J. W . Snowdon. I t  possessed the same qualities 
as the foregoing peal, the two being the first ever composed and rung on this 
plan. Tenor, 25 cwt. This was the third peal of 5000 changes in which 
Messrs. Barraclough, Bains, and Snowdon, took part during the week.

On Tuesday, Oth inst., the following members o f the above Association, 
rang upon tbe bells of St. James’s Church, Hull, in 2 hrs. 51 mins., Mr. J. 
Holt's ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples, of 5040 changes:— A. Taylor, I ;
G. G. Harrison (conductor), 2; R. Chaffer, 3; W . J. Stickney, 4 ; T . Stock- 
dale, 5 ; C. Jackson, 0; W . Southwick, 7; P. E. Dickinson and F. Morrison, 8. 
Tenor, 15 cwt.

Change-ringing at A sh ton -u n d er-L yn e , Lancash ire.
O n  Thursday, 11th inst., the ringers of St. Peter's Church rang a peal of 

Bob Major, comprising 5040 changes, in 3 hrs. 9 mins. J. Mellor, 1; 
J. Hopwood, 2 ; T. Taylor, -3; J. Stones, 4 ; G. Langden, 5; E . H all, 6 ; 
J. Andrew, 7; C. Thorp, 8 (conductor). Tenor, 20 cwt. The above is reported 
to be the first attempt to ring a peal by seven of the hand.

Change-ringing by the R oya l Cumberland S oc ie ty  (la te 
Lon don  Scholars).

O n  Saturday, 13th inst.,ten members rang at St. Margaret’s, Westminster, 
a peal of 8009 changes of Grandsire Caters, in 5 hrs. 20 mills, J. W . Cattle, 
1: C. T. Hopkins, 2 ; E. Gibbs, 3 ; W. Coppage, 4; H. Swain, 5 ; G. Newson, 0 ;
F. A. P. Knipe, Esq., 7; H . Hopkins, 8 ; W . Baron, 0 ; J. W . Mansfield, 10.

T h e  P e a l .
2 3 4 5 0 7 8 9 Single
4 5 3 2 0 —  7 in and out at 2 /. ut iH . S

r .  3 4 5 2 0 —  9 in a
5 3 4 2 6 — 9 in 3

c  4 3 6 2 5 -  89
0 3 5 2 4 —  89
5 0 3 2 4 —  9 in 3
3 6 4 2 5 —  89
4 6 5 2 3 —  89
5 4 6 2 3 —  9 in 3
6 5 4 2 3  —  9 in 3

8th in 2 in place of first course, and single at 7-8 in the 41st course, seven 
times repeated, produces '

7 3 4 5 6 2 IMa ( Oth in and out at 2 and a 79
2 3 4 5 6  ■" LRounds at hand.

The above peal was composed by Mr. John Nelms, of the Royal Cumber­
land Society, and conducted by Mr. J. W . Cattle. Tenor, 28 cwt., in D.

R in g in g  at ‘ P res ton ,’
In  what county we are not told, and we find in the Clergy List twenty-three 

parishes under that name. Be it where it may, the ringers lately rang there 
720 changes, and having only five bells, it must have been by some method 
peculiar to themselves, as it requires six bells for a peal of 720.

M u f f l e d  P e a l  a t  T o n s , Y o r k s h ir e . — Changes not reported.
1 J. M a u d e  ’ does not say in what method the muffled peal was rung.
N o t e .— Contributions are inserted or delayed, or abridged or thrown aside, 

as the Editor willeth, and none returned. Such is the general rule.

B E L F B Y  EECOBDS.
O R M S K IR K .  (T ab lets  in the B elfry .)

058. On  Sunday evening, t.he 26th o f  A pril, 1807, was rung b y  the undernam ed S ingers, 
2520 changes in  Tw o  Hours and one M inute, being h a lf peal of Seven Bells.

John Balshaw, sen., Treble. I John  Balsliaw, jun . Fourth . I H en ry  SeddoD, Sixth.
Ralph  Balshaw, Second. ■ H en ry  Marpinson, VifCh. R ichard G regory, Serena.
Charles Balshaw, Th ird . | I Jam es W ilson, Eighth.

N .B .— Th e above peal was called b y  R . G regory.
954. T h e  College You ths o f O rm sk irk  rung on firs t day o f  January, 1S13, a peal o f  5010 

changes in  the m ethod  o f  Grandsirc Triples, in  Three Hours and T en  M inutes.
Joseph Gregory, Treble. I John Balshaw, ju n . Fourth , | Ralph Ba shaw, Seventh.
John, Son o f C. Balshaw, Second. Charles Balshaw, F ifth .  Jam es W ilson , I  Tenor
Richard G regory, Th ird . | H en ry  Seddon, Sixth . I W illiam  Helsby, j

Conducted by  R . Gregory, aged 63.
955. T h e  Junior Youths o f  O rm sk irk  rung on Saturday, February 7th , I S 74, a True and 

Com plete peal o f Grand sire Trip les, 5040, in  3 h rs. &  5 m nts*
P e te r  Fairhurst, Treble. I James Leatherbarrow , i Robert R othw ell, Sixth.
N athan  Spencer, Secornd. Fourth . John Aspinwall, Seventh.
James Eartham, Th ird . | John H igham , F ijth . J John Prescott, Tenor.

Thom as A lty . I Hober;: E d ge , ). church,content. 
E van  Heaton. | James Draper, j 

Conducted b y  Jon. A spinw all. W e igh t o f  Tenor, 254 cwts.

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— John S m ith ; W . N u n n ; B. K e e b lc ; Christopher Lafliu .
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Sm — As I  am one o f those who belong in reality to the working classes, 
and as one of those who have witnessed the revival of Church music and 
Church work since the year 1844, and having witnessed the service of our 
Church entirely read, except a portion of Nahum Tate and Brady’s Psalms 
sung before the sermon, I wish to plead, on behalf of the musical services, for 
the noble hymns o f our beloved Church, the Te Deum and the Magnificat. 
I  think, i f  there are any hymns fitted or suitable for a good and superior 
class of music, it is these grand hymns. I  certainly think it is a very great 
mistake to imagine that *the people, especially the working classes, are not 
more favourably impressed with services and double chants than they are with 
single chants; and I  think myself that the term ‘ simplicity,’ when applied to 
these bodies of Churchmen and Churehwomen, is a great misnomer and a 
great mistake. I t  was only yesterday week that I  had the opportunity of 
hearing the grand hymn, the Te Deum, sung to Oakeley’s Quadruple Chant, 
by simple villagers in their old village church of Worminghall, near Thame; 
and sung well, too, by most every voice. I  think we ought to give the Creator 
the best of all we possess, and to give the best music in the drawing-room 
and music-hall, and the most meagre and the most simple in the Sanctuary 
of His Holy Presence, should not be. W e may most surely depend upon it, 
when we have good gospel preaching, hearty and good services, and the House 
of God free to all comers, then the phrase will come true, ‘ Let all the people 
praise Thee.’ May that day arrive soon ! J. B a l d w in .

T h e  T han ksg iv ing  o f  W om en .
A  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  asks an opinion on the following. Perhaps some of our 

readers can help him.
The Rubric for the Churching of Women says,— ‘ The woman that cometh 

to give her thanks must offer accustomed offerings, and i f  there he a Com­
munion, it is convenient that she receive the Holy Communion,’ without 
saying of what the offerings should consist, or how they should be applied. 
The Rubric clearly suggesting or inferring that the offering must be o f such 
alms as the woman is accustomed to offer, according to her ability, at-the 
offertory, when she partakes of the Holy Communion, and to he applied to 
the relief of the poor, as the Rubric for the Holy Communion enjoins.

In  this parish the accustomed offerings are looked upon, in every case, as 
a surplice-fee of one shilling, demandable and receivable by tbe vicar for his 
own use and benefit, as are the marriage and burial fees. What is the meaning 
of accustomed offerings ? Are they voluntary, or demandable ? How are they 
to he applied ? Can the officiating clergyman refuse to church a woman who 
makes an offering of less amount than one shilling ? 01* makes 110 offering at all ?

T h e  lady who has sent regularly the Church Bells to the Rev. T .  Cook, 
Westbourne, White Mud River, Minnitoba Pro., would be glad to know 
through Church Bells i f  it he regularly received ?

T h e  Rev. W. Stokes Shaw, The Vicarage, Twerton-on-Avon, Bath, would 
he obliged to any readers o f Church Bells who would send him some good 
Rules for Penny Banks.

[W e think yon cannot do better than apply to Mr. Bartley, at the Chief 
Office for Penny Banks, 209 and 270 Oxford Street, London, W .]

* A. A. 17— We have some letters for ‘ A. A. F.’ asking for the hymn-books 
which he lias to give away; but we are unable to forward them to him, not 
having his name and address.

‘ A  Cl e r g y m a n ’s W i f e .’— Our reviews of hooks from time to time mention 
some suitable for your purpose. If, however, you like to give your name and 
address' for publication, so that answers could be sent direct to you, we should 
not object to insert an inquiry from you in our Correspondence columns.

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— C, P . W ilkinson, Clk.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

T o  all whom  it m ay concern.
Sie,— I  ventured, the other day, to complain of the small space allotted to 

Bells, &e„ 111 Church Bells, and that in consequence our reports, <Sic., had to be 
mercilessly cut down to a record of 1 bare facts.’ I  was told that very many 
gentlemen (terribly ignorant, doubtless, o f our noble art, to say the least—-but 
let that pass) have complained that that little corner was too good for us — 
that we did not deserve any notice at a ll! I t  would be interesting to know 
how many of the subscribers to Church Bells are interested in the ringers and 
ringing. Anyhow, be they few or many, those gentlemen who think that the 
space occupied by the rubbishing Bell news might be devoted to some better 
purpose may rest assured that that same Bell corner is quietly doing a vast 
amount of good. Frequently we find it recorded that a new Guild or Associ­
ation has been formed for the purpose of promoting change-ringing and belfry 
reform. That means that there are men being stirred up, by reading the 
Bell-news in Church Bells, to take in hand a work which has been lying 
neglected these many years. Most people like, on fitting occasions, to hear 
the joyous music of the bells; but if  there is to be ringing there must be 
ringers, and ringers should meet with some little brotherly care and attention; 
and this, thanks to Church Bells and the Bell-oorner, they are now beginning 
to receive throughout the length and breadth of the land.

G . H .  H a r m s .  Sec. to the Norwich Diocesan Association of Ringers.
Carillons at Croydon.

M a n y  persons being under the impression that these carillons were a 
failure, Messrs. Gillett and Bland write to us that they have been again 
started, and seven fresh tunes added, after a silence of over two years, the 
hammers having been removed to-allow the bell-hangers to rehang the bells, 
which have only recently been satisfactorily completed; so that it has not 
been from any fault of tlieirs that the carillons had been silent so long, as 
attributed to them in a former issue of Church Bells, which they did not see 
at the time owing to absence from home.

Second Annual R eport o f  the Yorksh ire Association .
gIBj— i  have received through a friend a copy of this Report, as mentioned 

in Church Bells o f the 13th inst., and am much pleased to see the progress 
that it shows lias been made in Treble Bob composition. For a long time 
nothing new has appeared in the plan of peals in this method; but the book 
shows that there is plenty of variety to be had yet, and peals on totally new 
plans to be obtained, when any impetus is given to useful composers. But I  
notice that the peal of Treble Bob, No. 44 on page 41 of tlie Report, given as 
5024, but which has 5210 changes, and composed by Mr. Sottenstall, is a false 
one, as the treble-leader repeat at the M's following the course ends 23045 
and 53240. I  simply draw attention to this, being but a small matter in 
connexion with the whole collection; but it shows that conductors should 
have some little knowledge of the proof of composition. Upon the whole, 
however, I  think the formation of this Association deserves congratulation 
upon the success gained. H . G a in s  o f London,

N orw ich  D iocesan  A ssoc ia tion  o f  R ingers.
T h r e e  years since the town of Cromer had its riug increased from one to 

six bells. Tuesday, the 10th inst, was the anniversary o f the opening. On 
that day tbe Aylsham and Marsham members o f the above Association met 
there, and rang several peals of Plain Bob Minor, Oxford Treble Bob, and 
Court Bob.

On Saturday, the 19th inst., a Committee meeting of the above Association 
was held at the Churchman’s Club, Norwich, when W. M. Hazzard, Esq., was 
elected an lion, member. I t  was determined that a district meeting should, 
impossible, be held at Stradbrook, on the occasion o f the opening of the in­
creased ring there; and the Secretary was requested to see whether arrange­
ments could he made for meetings at East Dereliam, Lynn, and Beccles.

Change-ringing at S taveley , Derbyshire.
O n  Wednesday evening, 10th inst., the ringers of the parish church rang 

a peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, consisting of 5184 changes, composed by
H. Hubbard of Leeds, containing all the 34,807’s, 24,780’s, and 24,078’s, in 
3 his. 10 mins., the band being, H , Mottershall, 1; H . Madin, 2; J. Hunt, 3 ; 
J. Harriss, 4 ; W. Worthington, 5; N. Young, 6; T.Dixon, 7; J. Broadhead, 8. 
Tenor, 18 cwt. Conducted by T. Dixon.

B E L F R Y  RECORDS.
A Y L S H A M ,  N O R F O L K .  (T ab le ts  in the B e lfry .)

956. A p r il  27tli, 1S17, was Rung in  th is Steeple 5264 Changes o f  Bob M ajor, in  3 Hours 
and 12 M inutes. I t  was allow ed  b y  Judges to  be a M asterly  perform ance, a b e ll not being 
misplaced, nor the repetition  o f  a S ingle change. I t  was conducted b y  Samuel Thurston, 
o f  Norw ich , and rung b y  the fo llow in g  persons:—
J. C lark Treble. I J- Turner, Th ird . I T. E dridge , F if th .  H . Bunn, Seventh.
J M itchell, Second. | T .  Gooch, Fourth . | J. VVarnes, Sixth . \ S. Thurston, Tenor.

W illiam  Repton, I  churchwardens.
John  Warnes, j

957. O n  Tuesday, January 9th, 1838, was Rung in  th is  Steeple a true and com plete peal 
o f  O xford  Treb le  Bob Major, consisting o f  5440 changes, in  space o f  3 Hours. 31 m inutes, b y
the fo llow in g  persons:—

C. Clements, Treble.
C. Clements, jun ., Second 

(aged  17).

C. M iddleton, Sixth.
T. Greenwood, Seventh. 
J. U lph , Tenor.

T . Gooch, Third .
S. M aystone, Fourth  

(a ged  16).
J. Delph, F ifth .

Conducted b y  Thos. Greenwood.

JVohnaW am ?s °n’ }
958. M a y  24th, 1852, being  her M ajesty 'sb irth -day, the Aylsham  and Marsham Company 

o f  R in °ers  ascended the Tow er, aud rang in  capita l sty le  5000 changes o f  Bob R oya l in  the 
space o f  3 hours 20 m inutes. Conducted b y  Thomas Greenwood, aud rung b y  the fo llow in g
persons:—
Charles Clements, Treble. 
Thomas Greenwood, Second. 
John Edridge, Th ird .

Thom as Edridge, Seventh. 
Samuel Maidstone, Eighth. 
John Delph, N in th .
John U lph , Tenor.

Charles Clements, jun .
Fourth .

Edw ard  F itt , Fifth.
Thomas Gooch, Sixth.

(Th is  P ea l was made in to  ten  in  1775.)

H O R N C H U R C H , E S S E X . (T ab lets  in  the B e lfry .)
959. 17t h  M a r c h , 1822, a True and com plete peal o f  O x ford  T reb le  Bob was porform cd 

il l  th is T ow er b y  the fo llow ing r in ge rs :—
W illiam  Adams, Treble. I Thomas O xley, T h ird . James W heatley, F ifth .
George Mead, Second. | Thomas Matthews, Fourth . | Joseph W iggins, Tenor.

The above peal was called b y  Mr. Thom as W iggins.
960. A p r il  23, 1830, was in  this tow er perform ed, b y  th e  H ornchurch  Youths, 3 true 

and com plete peals. 1st, O xford  Treb le  B o b ; 2nd, Court B o b ; 3rd, Stedm an’s Slow  
Course. R in g e rs :— . i rt\ »7

Thomas O xley, Treble. Joseph Fry, Th ird . Joseph M organ, F ifth .
Joseph W righ t, Second. \ John Spencer, ju n . Fou rth . | Jam es Dear, Tenor.

The above peals w ere called b y  Mr. Thom as O xley.
961. 29t h  M a y , 1842, w ere  perform ed in  th is tow er, b y  the Hornchurch Youths, 4 true 

and com plete peals. 1st, Court B o b ; 2ad, O xford  T reb le  Bob ; 3rd, M inor Bob Doubles ; 
4th, M inor Bob. R in g e rs : -  .

James Sm ith, Treble. I John Cressey, Th ird . John Spencer, ju n . F ifth ,
Samuel Rush, Second. | H en ry  B righ t, Fourth . | James Redgell, Tenor.

Th e  above peals w ere  called b y  Mr. John Spencer, jun .

L O N G  M E L F O R D , S U F F O L K .  (T ab le t in the B e lfry .)
962. Septem ber 26th, 1768.

W i t h i n  th is steeple was Rung com plete 
a peal o f  treb le  bob, and the music sweet, 
b y  the M elford  company, as doth  appear,
and i f  th e ir Nam es you ’d  kn ow , w h y  hear th ey  are : —
James W ard as firs t the Treb le H e  d id  r in g  ;
Samuel Scott the second he d id  n icely  sw ing ;
Young Cutts the M iller w ith  the th ird  d id  p la y ;
Jerem iar H eard  the Fou rth  d id  S w ay ;
A n d  th e  F ifth  was Rung b y  John P ea rson ;
W illiam  Sm ith  th e  s ix th  be in g  n ex t in  tu rn  ;
John Carder the seventh and the Peal d id  c a l l ;
George Cadge the tenor w h ich  com pleted them  a l l ;
W ith in  three hours and ten  m i nukes’ space 
it  a ll was over, and each B ell had Runn irs Race.
The changes w here five thousand and six  S coa r;
Them  being dooiie, there was no neede fo r  m ore.
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B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

Second Annual Report o f  the Yorkshire Association.
Sin,— On the clay following the publication of this Beport my attention was 

drawn to the fact— since pointed out by Mr. Dains— that the peal No. 44, by 
Mr. Wm. Sottanstall, was false, and that the Society should, therefore, have 
chronicled one performance less than the number announced for the past 
year. Although the example is drawn at the expense of the Society itself, I  
think tbis plan of inviting public criticism upon the performances cannot be 
too highly commended, when it is considered tbat this is the only Society—  
London or provincial— in which such a peal would not have passed muster as 
a trde one. Perhaps, however, it may be a question whether all the members 
of any Society would regard this publicity as so very advantageous. Some 
members, I  dare say, might prefer to record their doings without courting 
such critical inspection in regard to the truth of their performances. I  am 
glad, however, to think that the Beport of the Yorkshire Association is not the 
place for the performances of members of such a retiring disposition.

Although writing unofficially, I  may remark that the Committee of the 
Society is not responsible for the truth of these performances; they are 
entered as forwarded, and the only matter the committee investigate is any 
question that may arise concerning the originality o f the compositions, so that 
the Society may not assist in palming upon the public any reproduction or 
unfair variation as an original peal. The truth of the peals is, therefore, a 
matter for the consideration of those who forward them ; and, certainly, any 
one who—like myself— often calls a peal without having provedjit, should feel 
a certain degree o f confidence in the ability of the composer.

Old Bank Chambers, Leeds. J a s p e b  YV. S n o w BOn .

R in g in g  at St. John’s Church, Capel, Surrey.
O n  Friday evening, Oct. 20tli, it being the Harvest Festival, the ringers 

rang for service a peal of Court Bob Minor, consisting o f 720 changes. After 
the service they rang a peal of Kent Treble Bob Minor, 720 changes, tbe first 
peal in that method ever rung on the bells, and the first time that five o f the 
members attempted it. The ringers were : G. Mills, 1*; A, Tidy, 2 ; G. Holla- 
way, 3 *; B. Worsfold, 4*: E. Jordan, 5*; D. Jordan, 0* and conductor. 
Those marked thus *  first peal. ________________________________________

C h ange-ringing at A sh ton -u n d er-Lyn e, Lancashire.
O n  Saturday, Oct. 13th, ten members of the Society of Change-ringers of 

Ashton-under-Lyne rang at their parish church a peal of Grandsire Caters, 
consisting of 5003 changes, in 3 hrs. 8 mins. T. Moss, 1; J. Adams, 2 ; 
J. Wood, sen., 3; T. Wroe, 4 ; B. Broadbent, 5; C. Thorp, 6; L. Broadbent, 7; 
W . J. Gillott, 8 ; J. Thorp, 9; S. Andrew, 10. Tenor, 28 cwt., in D. Con­
ducted by Mr. J. Wood, sen.

O n  Saturday, 27th lilt., eight memhers of the Society o f Change-ringers 
of Ashton-under-Lyne rang at St. Peter’s Church Mr. Holt’s ten-part peal of 
5040 changes, in 3 hrs. 1 rain. Conducted by Mr. Charles Thorp. J. Mellor, 1; 
J. Adams, 2; G. Longsden, 3; J. Thorp, 4 ; B. Broadbent, 5; C. Thorp, 0 ;
S. Andrew, 7 ; YV. Frith, 8. Tenor, 20 cwt.

R in g in g  at Streatham, Surrey.
O n  Monday evening, Oct. 22nd, the Streatham Society o f Change-ringers 

met at Emmanuel Church, and rang a muffled peal, containing 5040 changes, 
in 3 hrs. 5 mins., as a mark of respect to the late YYrm. Evil, Esq., o f Bushey 
House, Streatham H ill. I t  was Mr. John Holt’s ten-part peal of Grandsire 
Triples, by these ringers:— YV. J. Pell, 1; G. Bussell, 2; H . Daniells, 3 ; S. 
Greenwood, 4 ; D. Springali, 5 ; W . Sheppard, 0 ; G. Pell, 7 ; YV. Daniells, 8.
Conducted by S. Greenwood. __________

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— Christopher L a flin ; J. J erram ; and others.

B E L F R Y  RECORDS.
S T . N IC H O L A S  C H A P E L ,  L Y N N .  (Tab lets  in the B elfry .)

863. T h is  peal o f hells was opened on 6th Ju ly, 1870. The fo llow ing companies com­
peted Lynn , N orw ich  (S t. Peter, M anero ft), Dereham, and a m ix ed  company. 1st Prize, 
Lyn n  ; 2nd Prize, N o rw ich  ; 3rd Prize, Dereham.
J Taylor, Treble. I H . Holland, Th ird . | T. B ryant, F ifth . I E. Lockw ood , Seventh.
J. >V. Taylor, Second. | M . True, F ou rth . \ T . Taylor, Sixth. | IV. A gger, Tenor.

Conducted b y  Y7. Agger.

E . M . B d o e !’ E sq * }  Ohapelwarims.

964. On tb e  27th Dec. 1872, a com plete peal o f  5040 changes o f  Bob M ajor was rung on 
th is  peal o f bells, in  3 hours 26 minutes, b y  the fo llow ing m em bers o f the L yn n  com pany: 
J. Tay lo r, Treble. j H . Holland, Third . I E. Lockw ood , F ifth .  I T. B ryant, Seventh.
J. W . Taylor, Second. I M . True, Fourth . | J. Taylor, Sixth. | D. Greeves, Tenor.

Conducted by  J. W . Taylor.

P A R T IC U L A R S  O F  T H E  F IR S T  K N O W N  P E A L  R U N G  IN  T H E  M E T H O D S  U S U A L L Y  P R A C T IS E D .

By J a s p e b  YV, S n o w d o n , Ilkley, near Leeds.

METHOD. DATE.
CJ

5
|
»

SOCIETY. cSinicH.
T IM E . 

H. H.

TE
N 

O
K

,
in 

cw
ts

.
COMPOSES. CONDUCTOR. COMPOSITION

Plain Bob Major April 26, 1725 5040 College Youths . St. Bride’s, London 28 B. Annable . B. Annable . Unknown.

„  „  Royal Nov. 22, 1725 6040 J J  J j j )  i j  * „ j j J )

„  „  Maximus. Feb. 26, 1726 5280 55 J J  *
Norwich Scholars.

j j  • : j ,, J 5 5 5 JJ

„  „  Triples . May 2, 1715 5040 St. Peter’s, Norwich 3 18 23 J. Garth on . Unknown JJ

„  „  Caters Dec. 12,(1751 6480 Leeds Youths St. Nicholas, Leeds, Kent 4 13 20 Unknown J J JJ

Grandsire Triples . Aug. 86, 1718 5040 Norwich Scholars. St. Peter’s, Norwich 3 30 20 J. Garth on . Unknown True.
,, Caters Jan. 11,1716-7 5040 London Scholars. St. Bride’s, London 28 Unknown JJ Unknown.
„ Cinques . Jan. 19,1724-5 5060 College Youths . J5 J  J , , TV. Jackson . M. East ,,
„  Major July 30, 1792 7552 Aston Company . St. Peter and Paul’s, Aston 4 34 21 Uoknown Unknown Unknown.
„  1 loyal Oct. 17, 1814 5020 St. Martin’s Youths 55 55 5? .

St. Saviour’s, Southwafk.
3 20 21 H. Cooper H. Cooper . False.

,, Maximus. May 7, 1702 5112 CumberlandYoutlis 4 10 52 Unknown J. Beeves Unknown.

Treble Bob Major . Dec. 27, 1718 5120 Union Scholars . St. Dunstan’s, London . 24 Unknown Unknown True.
„  „  Royal . April 7, 1741 5200 Eastern Scholars . St. Sepulchre’s, London . 3 57 32 j j P. Mainwaring Unknown.
„  „  Maximus Mar. 12, 1758 5040 College Youths St. Saviour’s, Southwark. 4 12 52 j j J. Meakins . JJ

„  „  Triples . Nov. 5, 1821 5040 Local Band . St. Peter’s, Huddersfield. 2 45 18 B. Thackrah. B. Thackrah. True.
, ,  „  Caters . Jan. 7, 1817 5004 St. Martin’s Youths St. Martin’s, Birmingham 3 28 35 T. Thurstans T. Thurstans JJ

,, „  Cinques. Feb. 1, 1832 5104 „ J J  JJ 3 47 35 H. Cooper H. Cooper
”

Stedman Triples Oct. 25, 1731 5040 Norwich Scholars. St. Peter’s, Norwich 3 40 20 T. Melchior . T. Melchior . Unknown.
„  Caters . May 28, 1787 5076 College Youths St. John’s, Horsleydown. 3 27 20 J. Beeves J. Beeves True.
,, Cinques . Oct. 6, 1788 6204 u  ,, St. Martin’s, London 4 47 34 T. Blakemore T. Blakemore True.
„  Major Feb. 17,1850 5037 St. Martin’s Youths St. Peter and Paul’s, Aston 3 7 21 H.Johnson . H.Johnson . True.

Royal Oct. 21, 1870 5184 )> !> J 5 J J  J J 3 27 JJ » JJ True.

Superlative Surprise Major Aug. 0, 1821 5000 Local Band . St. Peter's, Huddersfield. 3 20 18 B. Thackrah. B. Thackrah. False.
,, ,, Royal Jan. 16,1825 5400 Local Society A ll Saints’, YVakefield . 3 28 31 — YV. YY’ oodhead False.

Cambridge Surprise Major Jan. GO, 1780 5088 London Youths . St.GilesintheEields,Lndn. 3 26 18 J. Reeves J. Beeves False.
„  „  Royal Oct. 26, 1822 5400 Local Band A ll Saints’, YVakcfield 3 35 31 YY. TVoodhead YV. YY’oodhead True.

London Surprise Major . Nov. 17, 1835 5280 Norwich Scholars. St. Andrew’s, Norwich . 3 24 18 YV. Shipway . S. Thurston . True.

Double Norwich Major . Apr. 11, 1786 5440 CumberlandYouths St.Matthew's,Bethnal Grn. 3 35 14 G. Gross G. Gross Unknown.

„  ,, Royal Feb. 28, 1801 5040 MiscellaneousBand Christ Church, Spitalfields 3 37 44 J. Noonan . J. Noonan True.
„  „  Maximus Jan. 20, 1817 5010 Norwich Scholars. St. Peter’s, Norwich 4 2 41 B. Chesnutt . Unknown.

In  the above list I  have placed the first known peal upon each number 
o f bells, in each of the methods generally practised. Although it w ill be 
seen that some of these are records of false peals, I  have given them in 
preference to the first true peals, as I  consider— in Cambridge Surprise, for 
instance—it is of greater interest to know that a peal of it was rung in 1780, 
than that it was 93 years later before an undoubtedly true peal was actually 
accomplished in the method. This list, in fact, is intended to show the

origin of practical ringing, rather than the progress of composition. Besides 
this, as tire composition of many of the first peals, which are generally 
accepted as correct, is now unknown, it would be unfair to give them the 
precedence, and to reject others— the Stedman Triples, for instance— because 
it is improbable that they could be true. This list I  hope to follow with one 
giving the longest single-handed [authenticated length in each of the above 
methods; when, of course, in such a table, only true peals will appear.
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known to his parishioners and congregation, I  believe it would only take a few 
months to complete such improvements as I  suggested in my previous letter, 
to the satisfaction of all.

In  reply to ‘ A  London Layman ’ respecting the prayers, I  am afraid I  did 
not make myself quite understood. ‘M o n o to n e  o r  sung,’ referred more 
especially to the clergyman’s part; the choir in responding must, of course, 
adopt a ‘ musical intonation,’ and I  suppose ‘ monotoning ’ is the correct term 
to use. I  know from experience the difficulty in some churches of following 
the prayers audibly, and the ease with which one can do so in others (but the 
former are, I  think, much more numerous than tho latter), and the reason is, 
I  believe, as your correspondent says, in the ‘ p ilc h ' being too high for the 
largo majority of a congregation. I  do not think the clergyman need intone 
the prayers unless the church be very large; i f  he has a musical ear he can 
modulate his voice so as to accord with the responding.

81 L i c h f i e ld  R o a d , E .  A n  O ld  S u b s c b ib e b .
Mumbled Services.

Sib,— I  cannot admit that the question of monotoned services is one of 
‘ fashion,' I t  is essentially one of principle, and secondarily of predilection. 
My taste, or sense of fitness, I  am sorry to see, is different to that of ‘  H .T .D .’ 
Our aim is the same so far as heartiness is concerned, hut his experience is 
not the same as mine, and we are not agreed as to principle : nor is it possible 
for us to be so i f  he would have a prayer, or a psalm, uttered in the same 
manner as ‘ the soliloquy in Hamlet,' The very essence of ‘ united ’ worship 
in public is that of uttering ‘ with one voice,’ as the Apostle seemed to inti­
mate, the words of our common worship. And the monotone was continued 
in the Church till the end of Queen Anne’s reign, when a certain dramatic 
cloeulionist urged the very argument employed by 1 H. T. D.,’ who will no 
doubt take comfort in such support to his view as this gives. H e might, 
however, use it with more effect i f  our public worship consisted of extempore 
declamatory prayer by tbe minister alone, without reference to the united 
voice of the congregation taking up the responses, or joining with him. To 
myself the manner of ‘ emphatic reading,’ with the unharmonious response, is 
simply distracting; and I  confess that I  ought to make to others the same 
allowances which I  demand from them in the case of such differences of 
opinion on such an important matter, when I  find that they are equally dis- 
tracted by the opposite. Still, I  think, the argument is on my side.

London Layiian, 
Mr. T. Hughes and our National Church.

SiB,— It  seems to me, as one who was at the Congress, and somewhat 
resented Mr. Hughes’ language, though no extreme partisan, that you have 
not done justice to the motives of those who dissented from his view of the 
National Church.

The basis o f bis view, as be then expressed it, was, that every Englishman 
is, ipso facto, a member of the Church, This may have been the view of his 
old master, Dr. Arnold, and Mr. Hughes may have adhered to it out of 
devotion to liis memory; but it is one so manifestly opposed to Christian 
doctrine, as well as to common sense and the logio of facts, that the resent­
ment of the Congress, which was composed mainly of clergy and instructed 
persons, was most natural. The view of your article was not that put forth hy 
Mr. Hughes, as far as we could judge at the time; at least you have con­
siderably modified and watered down his statements, which appeared stu­
diously to tread upon the toes of every Churchman untainted with Erastianism.

The good taste of his revival of the old, forgotten, and to be lamented 
‘ Beverend’ controversy, with Bishop Wordsworth sitting by his side, and his 
studied importation of all Nonconformist opposition to the faults of the clergy 
-—these things your article is wisely silent about.

To all who respect Mr. Hughes and admire his work and character, his 
appearance was somewhat painful, though happily good temper was not 
disturbed. Pauper Children. C. G-.

Sib,— Your contributor, ‘ .J. N. H .,’ has ventilated a very important subject 
in last week’s Church Bells; hut I  submit his article has too destructive a tone 
to be very helpful. From an intimate knowledge of ‘ the Mettray system,’ to 
which he refers, in its native French arrangements, and its still more valuable 
and effectual form at the Iiedhill Beformatory, it has long appeared to me 
that this plan, properly adapted to pauper schools, would meet the wishes of 
true reformers, and remove most o f the objectionable features o f the present 
system. I  venture to say, that i f  ‘ J. N. H .' will pay Eedhill Schools a visit, he 
would find nothing there 1 fantastical and sentimental,' hut the family system 
practically adapted to large numbers, with such grand results that it has 
become the model for many other schools, dealing both with convicted and 
unconvicted children. There he will find subdivision enough to gain domestic 
character, with centralisation enoug'h to bring large numbers under one head 
authority, and, what is most important, nothing artificial in the arrangements, 
so that experience there resembles actual life, such as the inmates should lead 
afterwards. The pauper children are the most difficult class of society to 
handle satisfactorily, but there is no reason why they should remain so.

V ig il a n s .
T h e  ‘ liev. Alfred S. Porter,' Bedditch, asks for the address of Lord 

Wharton's Bible and Prayer-book Charity.
‘ A nxious ’ could relieve liis anxiety by consulting our advertisement 

sheets on October 27.
‘ G. E. L .’— Many thanks. W e hope to find an opportunity to use your 

excellent paper.
‘ A  C o u n t r y  Y ic a b ’ s  W i d e .’— Havergal’s Chant Service, referred to hy

1H . T. D.,’ is published by Novello.
‘  L ato us .’— W e certa in ly  sh a ll n o t encourage any th in g  o f  the sort.

‘ A n  I r is h  C h u r c h m a n .’— H a d  y o u  n o t  better a d d re s s  y o u r  l e t t e r  t o  th e  
Editor of the National Church ?

R e c e iv e d  a l s o ,— V ica r ; J. J. P . N ev ille  R o l fe

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

T o  all whom  it m ay concern.

Sin,—Following up my letter which appeared on the 27th ult., I  now ask 
those o f your subscribers who would be sorry to see the Bell news discon­
tinued, and, (2), those who take in Church Bells principally for the B.ell news, 
to bo so good as to send me a line by card or by letter. This is no mere 
matter of curiosity. I  wish to discover whether we (especially those of the 
second class) be few or many in number. I f  few, we would know the reason 

"w hy ; i f  many, we should prove that our corner is not too good for us.
Tunstead Ficarage, Norwich. G. H . H a r r is .

A p o lo g y  and Explanation .— Second Annual Report o f the 
Yorkshire Association ,

S i r ,— I  wish to call attention to peal No. 41, page 41 of the Report, given 
as 5024, also to the third peal, page 395, of my work on Change-ringing, that 
the thirteenth course be called one wrong and two at home, which produces a 
peal of 5152 changes, as stated in the manuscript, instead of one the middle 
one before two wrong and two at home, that the peal be rung no more in the 
same way. I t  seems to he an oversight, and I  am sorry that it has been 
rung with the thirteenth course, as stated in the above Beport.

Wm. S o t t a n s t a l l .

R in g in g  at H u ll by the Yorkshire A ssoc ia tion  o f  Change-ringers.

O n  Friday, 26th ult., eight members of the above rang &t St, James’s 
Church, Hull, East Yorkshire, Mr. J. Holt’s six-part peal of 5040 Grandsire 
Triples. A. Taylor, 1 ; B. Chaffer, 2; H. Wharf, 3; I I .  Jenkins, 4 ;  G. G; 
Harrison, 5 ; C. Jackson, 6 ; J. W. Stickney (conductor), 7; F. Merrison, 8. 
Tenor, 15 cwt. Time, 2 hrs, 55 mins.

N e w  B ells  at M anchester.

B y the kindness of Messrs. Taylor, of Loughborough, we are able to 
supply our readers with the particulars of the noble ring of twenty-one bells 
lately cast and hung by them in the new Town Hall at Manchester.

Note. cwt. qrs. lbs.
Initials cast 
on one side

F# ... ... e 3 14 ...
in the waist.

... J. G. L.
F  ... ... 7 1 5 ... ... J. K.

* E  ... ... 7 2 7 ... ... B. N.
m  ... . .. 7 3 14 ... ... P. F. W.

* D  ... ... 8 0 9 ... ... J. M. B.
cs ... ... 8 8 0 ... ... W. B.

* C  ... ’ . .. 9 3 14 ... ... J. G.
* B ... ... 10 0 14 ... ... J. B.
*  A  ... ... 14 1 3 ... ... J. J. II.

GS ... ... 16 0 0 ... ... J. T.
*  G ... ... 17 1 7 ... G. B.

FS ... ... 21 1 7 ... ... J .W .
* F  ... ,... 23 0 11 ... ... J. A.
*  E ... 27 0 4 ... ... J. C.

D# ... ,... 31 2 0 ... ... C. S.
*  D ... .... 39 0 0 ... ... J. M.

CS ... ... 4-3 2 0 ... ... J. L.
*  C ... .... 52 0 0 ... ... J. H.

B ... .... 71 0 0 ... ... W . H . T.
A  ... .... 100 2 0 ... ... M. C.
G ... .... 129 0 0 ... ... A. H.

Total .... 652 2 3
Those marked * are hung for ringing.

M o t t o  b o u n d  t h e  S i io u l d e k .

1. 1 Bing in the Christ that is to he.’
2. ‘ Bing out the darkness o f the land.’
3. 1 The larger heart the kindlier hand.’
4. 1 Bing in the valiant man and free.’
5. ‘ Bing in the thousand years of peace.’
6. ‘ EiDg out the thousand wars of old.’
7. ‘ Bing out the narrowing lust of gold.’
8. ‘ Bing out old shapes of foul disease.’
9. ‘ Bing in the common love of good.’

10. 1 King in the love of truth and right,’
11. ‘ The civic slander and the spite.’
12. ‘ Bing out false pride in place and blood.’
13. ‘ W ith sweeter manners purer laws.’
14. ‘ Bing in the nobler modes of life,’
15. ‘ And ancient forms of party strife.’
16. ‘ Bing out a slowly-dying cause.’
17. ‘ Bing in redress to all mankind.’
18. ‘ Bing out the feud of rich and poor,’
19. ‘ For those that here we see no more.’
20. ‘ Bing out the grief that saps the mind.’
21. ‘ Bing out the false, ring in the true.’

Each bell is also inscribed, ‘ John Taylor and Co., Founders, Lough­
borough, m d c c c ix x v i i ,’ on the waist on tlje opposite side to the initials of the 
Members of the Corporation.
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6 0 8 0
2 3 4 5 6 ir.fi. W. H.

0 3 5 4 2 2 1 _ 1
e 5 4 3 2 _ 1 2
0 4 3 5 2 - 1 2
5 0 3 4 2 _ 1 -

Change-ringing at Dewsbury, Yorkshire.
O n  Saturday, 3rd inst., a company met a t Dews- T h e  P e a l ,

bury parish church and rang a peal of Kent Treble 
Bob Major, consisting of 6080 changes, in 3 hrs.
45 mins. This peal, in five equal parts, was com­
posed and conducted hy J. Buckley. The lingers 
were, W. Preston, 1; M. Curforth, 2; I. Idle, 3;
J. Idle, 4 ; L. Senior, 5; G. Marsden, 6 ; A. Beau­
mont, 7; J. Buckley, 8.

Four times repeated.
C h ange-ringing at G lem sford and Lavenham , Suffolk.

On Saturday, 20th ult., six members of the Glemsford company rang at 
their parish church 720 changes of Woodbine Minor in 30 mins. J. Slater, 1;
S. Slater, 2 ; C. Adams, 3 ; Z. Slater, 4 ; F. Wells, 5 : P. Adams, C.

On Saturday, 27th ult., six members of the Glemsford company, assisted by 
Messrs. Maxim and Thompson from Cavendish, raDg at Lavenham a half 
peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, containing 2528 changes, in 1 hr. 48 mins. 
J. Slater, 1; S. Slater, 2 ; Z. Slater, 3; F. Wells, 4 ; C. Adams, 5 ; H . Thomp­
son, 0 ; P. Adams, 7; G. Maxim, 8. Conducted by P. Adams. Tenor, 24 cwt.

Change-ringing at Kirkburton, Yorkshire.
On Saturday, 27th ult., a peal of 5120 changes o f Kent Treble Boh was 

rung at St. John’s, Kirkburton, in 3 hrs. 5 mins.,by the following:— E. Exley, 1;

D. Copley, 2 ; T. North, 3 ; L . Booth, 4 ; R. H ill, 5; W. Whomarsley, 6 ; J. 
Pickering, 7; A. Haigli, 8. Composed hy Mr. Sottanstall, and conducted by 
A. Haigh. Two ta-ebles, by Messrs. llears and Stainbank, London, have 
lately been added, and all rehung by J. and S. Midgley, Almondbury, and 
opened on Saturday, the 20th September last.

B E L F R Y  RECORDS.
S T . M A R G A R E T ’ S, L Y N N .  (Tab lets  in the Belfry.)

965. J a n y . y e 20, 1740, there was rang y c 5 Thousand and F o r ty  Changes o f  G arth ing’s 
Treb les in  3 Hours and 40 m inutes b y  R ingers o f y* Steeple, named—

Jn. A tk in , Treble. I Jn. Park ings, F ourth . I W m . Moore, Sixth.
Jn. Streets, Seeond. Jos. Raven, F ifth . A n t. Berry, Seventh.
M w . A tm ore, Third . \ | Chas. H ill, Tenor.

966. F e b . 23rd, 1770, was rung in  this Steeple a com pleat P ea l of 5040 o f  Bob M ajor by  
tb e  underm entioned persons

Thos. K illingbank, Third.
Jno. Bell, Fou rth .
Jos. Raven, F ifth .

967. N o v . 5th, 1796, was rung a com plete peal o f  6000 changes o f  Bob M ajor in  4 Hours 
and 10 m inutes, b y  tb e  ringers of th is  Steeple, v iz  :—

R obt. Field, Treble.
Jno. Parkinson, Second. 

W ho call’d  the peal.

N ath l. W illiam son, Sixth. 
Thos. Crane, Seventh.
Jno. Squires, Tenor.

VVillm, Russell, Treble. 
Jo lm  Bell, Second.

Beujn. Seaman, Fou rth . 
W illm . Jackaman, F ifth ,

John Bodham, T ld rd ,
W ho call’d  the peal.

H en ry  Sm ith, Sixth. 
E dw d . Bodham, Seventh. 
Thos. Balls, junr., Tenor.

L O N G E S T  A U T H E N T IC A T E D  L E N G T H S  R U N G , S IN G L E - H A N D E D ,  IN  T H E  M E T H O D S  U S U A L L Y  P R A C T IS E D .

By J a s p e r  W. S n o w d o n , Ilkley,. near Leeds.

METHOD. DATE.

EC
«o
te SOCIETY. CHURCH.

TIM E. 0 ^  
g s COMPOSER. CONDUCTOR.

W
D H. ir. • r-t

Plain Bob Major 
„  Royal 

„  „  Maximus. 
„  „  Caters

Oct.
Nov.
Jan.
Dee.

1, 1793 
27. 1810 
21,1788 
12,1751

15,360
6,440
6,000
6,480

Aston Company . 
Painswick Youths 
Cambridge Youths 
Leeds Youths

St. Peter and Paul's, Aston 
St. Mary’s, Painswick 
St. Mary’s, Cambridge . 
St. Nicholas, Leeds, Kent

9 31
4 48
5 5 
4 13

21
28
29
20

J. Short 
J. Marlton . 
Unknown 
Unknown

J. Short.
J. Marlton. 
C. Day. 
Unknown.

Granclsire Caters 
„  Cinques . 

Major

May
Oct.
Feb.

5, 1817 
20. 1837 
4,1801

12,312
7,325

10,032

Painswick Youths. 
S t. J ames’s Y  outh s 
St.Mattliew'sYths.

St. Mary’s, Painswick 
St. Martin’s, London 
St. Matthew’s, Walsall . 
St. Peter and Paul’s, Aston 
St. Saviour’s, Southwark.

7 44 
5 35 
0 15 
4 6 
4 10

28
34
24
21
52

J. Reeves 
T. Brook 
W . Hallswofth 
H. Cooper 
Unknown

J. Savory.
T. Tolladay. 
W.Hallsworth. 
H . Cooper.
J. Reeves.,, Maximus.

Oct.
May

23, 181-5 
7, 1702

6,000
5,112

St. Martin’s Youths 
CumberlandY outlis

Treble Bob Major . 
„  Royal . 

„  „  Maximus 
„  „  Cators . 
,, ,, Cinques..

A pr. 
Mar. 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Feb.

27, 1808 
27, 1784 
9, 1833 
7, 1817 
1, 1832

15,840
12,000
10,224
5,004
5,104

College Youths . 
Cumberland Youths 
Painswick Youths 
St. Martin’s Youths

53 33

S t.Matthew’s,Bethnal Grn. 
St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch 
St. Mary’s, Painswick 
St. Martin’s, Birmingham

35 55

9 12 
9 5 
0 50 
3 28 
3 47

14
31
28
35
35

T. Day .
G. Gross
W. Estcourt . 
T . Thurstans
H . Cooper

H. W. Haley.
G. Gross.
W. Estcourt. 
T. Thurstans.
H . Cooper.

Stedman Caters 
,, Cinques 
„  Major 
„  Royal

Mar. 8, 1859 
April 27, 1801 
Feb. 17, 185G 
Oct. 21, 187C

10,047
8,580
5,037
5,184

St. Martin's Youths 
College Youths 
St. Martin’s Youths

j > »

St. Peter and Paul’s, Aston 
St. Michael’s, London . 
St. Teter and Paul’s, Aston 

»  ) j  >)

6 16 
0 41 
8 7 
3 27

21
41
21
21

IP. Johnson . 
H. W. Haley. 
H. Johnson . 
H. Johnson .

J. Perks.
H. W. Haley. 
I I. Johnson. 
H.Johnson.

Superlative Surprise Maj or 
„  Royal 

Cambridge Surprise Major 
„  „  Royal 

London Surprise Major .

June 9, 1855 
Mar. 27, 1820 
Feb. 11, 1873 
Oct. 20, 1822 
Dec. 20, 1870

6.048
5.400 
5,000
5.400
6.048

Local Society
5) 53 *
5) 35 *

Local Band . 
Local Society

St. Michael’s, Benington 
A ll Saints’, Wakefield 
St. Michael’s, Benington 
All Saints’, Wakefield 
St. Michael’ s, Benington

3 44 
3 26 
3 25 
3 35 
3 37

14
31
14
31
14

J. Miller 
J. Tebbs 
C. Middleton. 
W. Woodhead 
J. M iller

J. Kitchener. 
W . Woodhead. 
T. Page.
W. Woodhead. 
T. Page.

Double Norwich Major . 
„  „  Royal .

Nov.
Apri

1, 1831 
7, 1801

6,160
5,220

Norwich Scholars. 
CumberlandYouths

St. Michael’s, Norwich . 
St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch

3 45 
3 37

14
31

S. Thurston . 
G. Gross

S. Thurston. 
G. Gross.

In  the foregoing list I  have given particulars of the longest authenticated 
lengths that have been rung, single-handed, in such methods as have heen 
generally practised. During the last few years, in short articles in this paper, 
I  have given the fullest particulars I  have heen able to collect of the gradual 
progress made in each of these systems, and have now prepared this table 
in order that reference may be more easily made to the various ‘ longest 
lengths.’

Of course peals have heen rung in many other variations, but with the 
exception of perhaps 1 London Court Bob,’ and 4 Double Oxford Boh,’ it does 
not seem to me that any other than these can be called 4 standard’ methods. 
What advantage is there in a hand of ringers meeting to practise some method 
which no other band of ringers attempts ? I f  a man can ring Grandsire and 
Stcdman in odd-bell methods, and Bob Major and Treble Boh in even methods, 
he can hold his own in nearly every tower in the kingdom. I f ,  however, with 
his friends, he wishes to practise some other variation, let Double Norwich 
Court or Superlative, Cambridge or London Surprise, be selected; because, in 
the event of their accomplishing a peal in any of these variations, their 
performance will then take a recognised place in the annals of ringing, and 
receive tlie credit due to such a fea t; and there are places— very few they 
unfortunately are— where he may have an opportunity of ringing some^ of 
these methods. Should, however, some less known or merely local variation 
he selected, whatever is accomplished in it will meet with no credit, from the 
simple fact that, with a very few exceptions, no one will he able to form an 
opinion of the qualifications of the performance; and as it cannot be placed 
in contrast with other feats in intricate ringing, it is most probable that in a 
few years the performance will be totally forgotten.

Long-length ringing, as it stands at present, may he said to afford an 
opportunity for the display o f either physical or mental ability. Should an 
attempt he made to heat any of the lengths in Boh Major, Grandsire Caters, 
Cinques or Major, Treble Bob Major, Royal or Maximus, Stedman Caters, 
or Cinques, it is evident that the band must be composed, at least at the 
heavy end, of men of endurance. A display of scientific ringing, which w'ould 
result in cutting the present longest length, is, however, yet possible to men of 
hut moderate physical qualifications, in any of the Surprise variations or in 
Double Norwich Court.

Connected with the above list one question arises which, I  dare say, has 
never been discussed,— Who was the composer of the 12,000 the Cnmberlands 
rang at Shoreditch ? I t  appears that Shipway attributed it to Reeves ; and, 
indeed, to almost all of the peals that he extracted from the Clavis, where it 
is not definitely stated therein they were the composition of some one else, he 
has affixed Reeves’s name. In  the Clavis there are several peals to which a 
name is not attached which we know— as in the case of Annable's peal of Boh 
Major— were not the composition of Reeves.’ Was this 12,000, then, his ? In  
the records of the Cumberland Youths, and also on the tablet erected to com­
memorate the event in St. Leonard’s Church, it is stated that it was com posed  
and conducted by G. Gross. Has any statement been handed down from 
old ringers on this matter?

In  concluding this article, I  may state that several peals of 4 Court Bob 
Major,’ which were probably ‘ Double London Court Bob,’ have been rung, 
and that the longest peal of Double London is the 0000 rung on March 12ih, 
1817, at Gravesend. The longest peal of Double Oxford Bob is also a 6000, 
rung at St. Giles's, Norwich, on July 2Gtb, 1832.
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which has been the custom in case of poor people. Verily, the conclusion of 
X Sam. ii. 17 is not too strong in deprecation of such a state of things.

I  have from time to time during the last eight years endeavoured to work 
a reformation in this, but without success. Perhaps you will allow me to put 
before your readers a letter which I  addressed to my dear old rector in April 
1871. H e appreciates the objections which I  have raised, hut does not quite 
see his way to the abolition of 1 vested interests,’ which, he thinks, would be 
to some extent involved. A  L on d o n  L a y m a n .

[C o p y .]
‘ M y dear Mr . — ,

‘ I  am sure you will allow me to say a word upon a parochial 
matter referred to in your pastoral. I  am glad to see that you wish to restore 
to its proper condition, as an “  offering,” that which has been fixed and paid 
as a “  fee for churcliings.” As a parishioner, however, I  cannot acquiesce in 
any remission of tbe fee in case of poverty. I t  seems to me very wrong to 
“  pauperise ” anyone by the remission of that which can have no legal claim. 
I t  is wrong to deprive anyone of the power of making a “  freewill offering ” by 
the fixing of a fee which is in itself an illegality.

‘ The “  customary ” offering is the offering made after the accustomed 
manner; it is not the fixity of the amount. And there ought to be some 
facilities for making the offering to the minister, for it is an offering to God 
through him. I  know of instances of the fee taking place of larger offerings 
on this account, whilst I  believe that in other instances it has stood in the 
way of the Church’s rule.

‘ I  am aware that, as regards tbe amount received, it is your own concern 
alone, even though you may apply the whole to some charitable purpose, and 
not to the emoluments of your office as parish priest or rector. But for the 
sake of others it is one of the many matters which ought to be put on a proper 
footing. , Yours very sincerely.’

Sir ,— W ill any brotlier-student, who either lias passed, or is preparing, 
for the Cambridge Preliminary Examination for Holy Orders, kindly suggest 
as to the best books for securing a pass in the subjects, particularly in the 
criticism and introduction of the Old and New Testament ? P erplexed .

Sir ,— Can any of your correspondents tell me of a cheap hut effective set 
of prints illustrating our Lord’s Miracles ? I  want something that would add 
to the interest of a Sunday-school course on that subject. J. L . L . P.

T h e  Missions to Seamen, 11 Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C., 
hegs to acknowledge in Church Bells, as desired, the receipt o f a gift of books 
from ‘ Memo,’ Hastings.

* T. Cl a r k .’-— The Te Deum was received. We do n o t remember the letter.
1 C. L l.  E .’— I f  possible, we will try to find room for extracts from your paper.

R e c e i v e d  a l s o .— A il O ld Churchm an; A  Sunday-school T ea c lie r ; One o f Mrs. Senior’s 
Assistants; H . ; P .M . D unn ; C . L .E . ;  A  Y ea r ly  Pu rchaser; A  C oun try  R ec to r ; T .H .V . ;  
A  H igh  Churchm an; C. P o yn d e r ; V ic a r ; L . J. B en n ett; and others.

[Our correspondents have been very active during the last week, and we 
have heen obliged to defer some of their letters till next week, or later. 
Among the subjects on which they have written are the Te Deum, Monotoned 
Services, The Daily Express, Pauper Children, Tracts.— Ed.]

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

T o  all whom  it m ay concern.
S i r ,— Those of your readers who take special interest in hells, belfries, 

and bell-ringers— and I  am of opinion that their number is not few,_ judging 
from what, as a matter of engagement, I  am compelled to see daily, in corre­
spondence— will he glad to find that a move is being made to devote a larger 
space to such matters in your valuable paper. I  have seen your paper from 
its beginning, and I  have also seen the extended interest in hells, from peers 
to villagers, with the greater care of the clergy, since your paper was started. 
I t  is true, no doubt, that many look upon hell-ringing as a noisy clatter, and 
bell records as rubbish. This "has been the case for years. I t  is, and must 
be, a matter of time to get tbis put in order. As it is now it is a matter of 
taste, and we may say with Phiedrus, ‘ Quale caput est talis sapor prccstatur.’ 
I  think that I  may say that we who love bells are obliged to you for the exten­
sion of our corner this week, and which, i f  continued, will prevent the com­
munications being cut down and left out, as well as the idea of a rival paper 
being started, which is talked of. To those who think that our corner is too 
good for us we might answer,—

‘  Church hells g ive  gratefu l sounds, adoring God 
T o r  hourly  blessings w h ich  H is  hand supplies;
Sending th e ir  cheerful peals o f  praise abroad.
W h ich  gladden earth as up to  heaven th ey  rise.
W ith in  Idis tem p le  le t  no voice b e dumb,
N o r  muffled in  its  tone b y  sordid care :
The sweetest notes from  saddest hearts m ay  come ;
Our thankfulness will save us from despair.’

Crescent, Cripplegate. S. B. Goslin.

T h e  B ishop o f Sodor and M an at L iverpoo l.
S i r ,— On Monday evening, the 2 9 t li ult., St. Luke’s Church, Berry Street, 

in this town, was well filled with a congregation who, no doubt, were anxious 
both to see and hear the new Bishop of Sodor and Man, who (as had been 
p r e v io u s ly  announced) would preach a sermon in aid of the Liverpool Church 
of England Sunday-school Institute.

The above-named is one of the few churches in this town possessed of a 
ring of bells, and I  naturally thought that they would certainly he brought 
into ‘ active service’ on that occasion; not only as a means of making known 
to the public that something special was to have taken place within the walls 
o fth e  sacred edifice that evening, but also as a means o f conveying to his

Lordship those feelings of love and welcome which ought to have, and, I  
trust, did exist. Yet, strange to say, such was not the case (so far as the hells 
were concerned), not even the sound of one hell being heard, much less the 
whole ring. But what seems still more strange is, that on tbe following night 
the bells were ringing for nearly two hours— a matter which I  think ought to 
be fully explained.

I  thought, judging from the name of your paper, that it would be tbe best 
one I  could address on the subject, thinking that very likely some of the bell- 
ringers, or other members of the congregation, might he subscribers to the 
same ; therefore, hoping that such is the case, and that some satisfactory 
explanation may he forthcoming, I  think it more prudent (pro tern, at all 
events) to reserve any further remarks, although as matters stand at present 
they are anything hut satisfactory to A L o y a l  C h u r c h m a n .

Belfries Scandalised by the Gross Conduct o f R ingers.
A  S u s s e x  Rector complains that the ringers who ring the bells for Sunday 

services walk off from the belfry and do not join in the service, as he requires 
them to do. In  reply, we advise the Rector to inhibit the ringing of the hells 
by any such characters who are guilty of such a scandal, and are a disgrace to 
themselves. They cannot be a respectable lot, and the sooner they are 
removed the better. The Rector has the power in his own hands, in tho exer­
cise of which, no doubt, ho would he supported by the churchwardens.— E d .

M uffled P ea l at T row bridge, W iltsh ire .
A  m u f f l e d  peal was rung on the bells of the Parish Church, Trowbridge, 

on the evening of the 1st inst., containing 840 changes of Grandsire Triples, 
by the following members, under the direction of Mr. U. Woodman:— W. 
Alley, 1 ; I). D.oel, 2 ; S. Webb, 3 ; W . Lane, 4 ; IV. McCaffrey, 5; S. Crook, 6 ; 
J. Cooper, 7; A. Palmer, 8. Bob-caller, IV. Alley. The peal was rung after 
the funeral o f Mr. William Henry Tucker, who had long been connected with 
the cloth trade of the town, and had taken a great interest in the restoration 
of the parish church.

M uffled P ea l at St. John’ s, South Hackney, M idd lesex.
On Tuesday, Gth inst., eight members of the Ancient Society of College 

Youths rang a muffled peal as a mark of esteem for their much-lamented 
friend, Erank Francis, a member of the above Society. F. Hesse, 1; G. Clark, 2; 
J. Sumpter, 3; J. Carmichael, 4; T. Page, 5 ; R. Turner, 6 ; E. Turner, 7;
C. Lee, 8. Conducted by Mr. Charles Lee.

R in g in g  at Redenhall, Norfolk.
On Tuesday, Gth inst., eight members of the Redenliall Society, being also 

members of the Royal Cumberland Society of London and of the Norwich 
Diocesan Association of Change-ringers, rang 5152 changes of-Superlative 
Surprise at St. Mary's Church, Redenhall, in 3 hrs. 27 mins. _ The peal, com­
posed by Mr. John Cox, was conducted by Mr. Benjamin Smith, and rung by 
the f o l l o w i n g B .  Smith, 1; G. Prince, 2 ; Rev. N. Bolingbroke, 3; R, 
Whiting, 4 ; E. Smith, 5 ; G. Holms, Esq., 0 ; J. Smith, 7 ; Captain Moon, 8. 
Tenor, 24 cwt. in E flat.

On Saturday, 10th inst., a second eight of the above Society rang 5120 
changes of Oxford Treble Bob at the above church, in 3 hrs. 29 mins. The 
peal was composed by the late Mr. J. Miller, and conducted by Mr. Edward 
Smith, and rung by the following :— E. Smith, 1; W . Mathews (aged 18), 2 ;
G. Prince, 3 ; ,T. Tann (aged 19), 4 ; P. Matthews (aged 1G), 5 ; It. Whiting, 0;
G. Mobbs, 7; J. Smith, 8.

B e ll-r in g in g  and L on gev ity .
On the Prince of YVales’s birthday (Friday, Oth inst.) a peal was rung on 

the largest eight of the ten hells of Great Yarmouth Church. The second 
hell of this peal (8 cwt.) was rung throughout the day, at due intervals, by 
Thomas Gooch, who is in the eighty-third year of his age.

Ancien t Society o f  C o llege  Youths.— Established 1637.
On Saturday, 10th inst., ten memhers of the above Society rang a true peal 

of Stedman’s Caters, consisting of 5001 changes, in 3 hrs. 30 mins., at St. 
James’s, Bermondsey. I t  was composed and conducted by Mr. H . W . Haley, 
and rung by the following:— H . W. Haley, 1 ; W. Cooter, 2 ; J. Pettit, 3; 
R. French, 4; R. Jameson, 5; F. Bate, 6 ; 11. Haworth, 7 ; G. Muskett, 8 ;
H . Booth, 9 ; T . Bugby, 10. The above peal was rung with the bells muffled, 
as a mark of respect to the late Mr. Samuel Austin, who had heen a member 
of the College Youths and other Societies for upwards of fifty years. H e held 
the post of Steeple-keeper at St. James’s, Bermondsey, for forty-six years. 
His qualifications as a ringer and composer were rather above the ordinary 
standard : he has several times transmitted to paper, in extenso, the peal of 
Grandsire Triples and the 8448 Treble Eight.

C h ange-ringing at St. B artholom ew ’s Church, W esthoughton , 
Lancashire.

On Saturday, 10th inst., the ringers of the above church, assisted by Mr. 
John Houghton, of Leigh, rang Mr. John Holt’s ten-part peal of Grandsire 
Triples consisting of 5040 changes, in 2 hrs. 50 mins. The ringers were—
G. Grundy, 1; W. Brown, 2 ; J. Woodward, 3; J. Houghton, 4 ; .T. Vickers, 5 ; 
A. Hodkinson, G ; J. Whittingham, 7: H. Hodkinson (first peal), 8. Tenor, 
13 cwt. 1 qr. 14 lbs. Conducted by Mr. G. Grundy.

Huntsham , D evonshire.
On  Sunday, 11th inst., at the usual ringing after evening service, the fol­

lowing members of tbe Huntsham Change-ringing Society succeeded, at the 
first attempt, in striking a true and complete peal of 720 Grandsire Minor, 
without any calls or indication of the calling being made, v iz . :— W. Heard, 1;
H . Payne, 2; W. Chave, 3 ; J. Chave, 4: H . Tucker, 5; C. A. W, Troyte, Esq., G.

R e c e iv e d  a l s o .— W a lth a m  Abbey, and o th e rs .
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Boarding Out, &c.

Sir,— Would it be impossible to make a sort o f fusion of boarding out 
destitute children and the huge district school, by having a very simple 
Orphans' Home (if but a couple of old cottages gutted into one large one) in 
each district of a Union, near the National School, and with a kind Christian 
matron in each home ? I  think it might he managed at little ( i f  at any) more 
expense than at present, i f  Poor-law Inspectors would be contented with 
haying tho children kindly cared for and well taught, though with the simplest 
lodging, homeliest food, and commonest clothing. Boys and girls would be 
quite as happy in patched trousers and patched frocks (happier, i f  taught to 
put on those patches themselves) than in the most approved uniform ; and as 
these children are expected to rough it in after life, and would rough it if in 
Cottage Homes, why not let them rough it in Orphan Homes, and look and 
he like other poor children, only kept clean, and in obedience to ‘ pastors and 
masters ?1 H.

‘ T h ose  at Sea.’
S i r ,— The stormy weather of last Sunday evening, and the appropriateness 

of the occasion for using the authorised Service of Intercession for those at 
Sea in church on that evening, induce me to call your readers’ attention to 
that service, which may he legally used in church in the following dioceses, 
viz. Canterbury, Rochester, London, Oxford, Lincoln, Winchester, Hereford, 
Exeter, Manchester, Eipon, St. Alban’s, Truro. In  the other dioceses the 
general consent of the Bishop should be asked. Congregations are found to 
take a great interest in this service when invited to use it in stormy weather, 
especially in seaport towns. Should any parishes be unable to afford the 
small cost of the copies from Mr. Wells Gardner, Paternoster Eow, I  have 
reason to believe that the energetic Secretary of the Seamen’s Mission Society, 
whose heart is set on procuring the most wide-spread intercession for sailors, 
would supply them gratis. H. F. P h i l l i p s .

St. Peter's, Rochester, 2Sjth Sunday after Trinity.

M ission  Churches.
g IE)— W ill you permit me to eall attention to the advertisement columns of 

your present issue, where a notice of our ‘ Special Mission Church Fund ’ 
appears?

Those whose lot it is to work in our large wide-spread rural parishes, or in 
the densely-crowded parts o f our towns, know full well the very great import­
ance in many cases of having a Mission Church.

In  such buildings, with the licence o f the Bishop, services are held for con­
gregations who cannot or will not come to the parish church. More than this, 
they serve for classes, mothers' meetings, night schools, and for many other 
purposes connected with the efficient working of a parish. I t  will be seen how 
many cases this Society has aided; and it is a great matter for regret that the 
Committee of this Society is so crippled by want o f funds in its earnest desire 
to promote such excellent undertakings.

R .  M i l b u r n  B l a k is t o n , Secretary.
Incorporated Society fo r Promoting the Enlargement, Building, and 

Repairing o f Churches and Chapels, Whitehall, London, S .W .

T h e  ‘ C lergy L is t . ’
S i r ,— Everyone who uses the Clergy List must have observed the nume­

rous mistakes in this year’s issue. Perhaps this may be due to the change of 
publishers, but may we hope that care will he taken that this expensive hook 
for 1878 be free from such inaccuracies ? A  Y e a r l y  P u r c h a s e r .

Sir,.—I  thank you for your article in last week’s issue of Church Bells, on 
1 Working Men’s Clubs.’ W e are shortly about to start a Reading-room and 
Working Men’s Club in this parish, containing a population of 530. May I  
ask you to be so kind as to allow me, in the columns of your paper, to appeal 
to such of your readers as have practical experience for any hints likely to be 
of use to us in insuring success to our undertaking ? W. H . C.

Eydon Rectory.
S i r ,— Do any of your readers know the names of any Orphanages where 

an utterly destitute boy, of seven years old, can be received ? Muller’s, of 
Bristol, is a t  present full. I • M o r r is .

Ben Lomond Cottage, Narherth.
S i r ,— Can any of your correspondents direct me to some graphic and 

thoughtful sermons or essays on Old Testament characters, especially those of 
Genesis, suitable for homiletical purposes ? Those of Evans and Monro are 
known. P. 0. L.

‘ T . C l a r k .’— Your letter is found. I t  would need the printing o f the 
music to make it intelligible. W e cannot say we much like Gibbons ‘ adapted.’

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G I N G .

T o  all whom  it m ay concern.
S i r , — I  have received a fair amount of letters in answer to the appeal 

which appeared in our corner on the 10th, but it is very far short of what it 
ought to be. Surely ringers— especially such men as subscribe to Church 
Belts— will not allow it to be said that they are indifferent in the matter ( I  
know it is not so), or are too idle (as has been likewise suggested) to write a 
couple of lines? Let me once more beg those who have not written to sit 
C own at once and write off these two lines ; and I  would ask the Masters or 
•Secretaries of Companies to let me know, not how many of their Company are 
interested in the news contained in Church Bells, but how many subscribe to 
Chunh Bells— that is the point just now. G. H .  H a r r i s .

Tunstead Vicarage, Norwich.

B e ll-r in g in g  and L on gev ity .
S i r ,— Are the ringers of Great Yarmouth Change-ringers ? And by the word 

1 peal ’ are we to understand that the aged Mr. Gooch rang his 8 cwt. bell 
through a 5000 on the 9th inst. ? The report in your last issue does not give 
us that information, without which we are unable even to form an idea of tbe 
intellectual capacity of either the veteran or of the band. And I  think all reports 
of peals or touches (muffled or otherwise) that are considered worthy of the 
Bell column should state the number o f changes and time they were rung in, 
without which they are of little or no interest to real ringers.

Maidenhead. E d w in  R o g e r s .

N orw ich  D iocesan Assoc iation  o f  R ingers.
A  D is t r ic t  Meeting of the above Association will be held at Lynn on 

Monday, December 10th. Members intending to be present should commu­
nicate with the Secretary. G. II. H a r r is .

Tunstead Vicarage, Norwich.

Change-ringing at W a ltham  Abbey, Essex.
On Saturday, 10th inst., eiglitmembers of the Waltham Society of Change, 

ringers (also members of the Ancient Society of College Youths) rang a peal 
of Grandsire Triples, consisting of 5010 changes, at the above church, in 3 hrs. 
58 mins. J. Barker, 1; P. Cleverly, 3; G. H ills (first peal), 3; 1). Tailing, 4;
J. Barnett, 5; T. Powell, 6 ; W. A. Alps, 7; J. Button (first peal), 8. The 
peal was a six-part composition by Mr. T. Day of Birmingham, and was con­
ducted by Mr. T . Powell. It  may he worth mentioning that it is a little more 
than fifty-eiglit years since a company of Waltham ringers succeeded iu 
ringing a peal by themselves, although peals by the College Youths and Cum- 
berlands have been rung at this church.

M uffled P ea l at Sharow, Yorkshire.
On Saturday, 10 th inst., a muffled peal was rung at St.John’s Church, 

Sharow, as a token of respect to the memory of William Ascough Auton, aged 
20, a member for two years of the Sharow Society of Ringers. After the 
corpse was interred the bells were muffled on one side, and a peal of College 
Single, consisting of 720 changes, was rung in 20 mins. I I .  Rumbold, 1; W. 
Pick, 2; T. Clark, 3 ; J. Trevor, 4 ; J. Strodder, junr., 5 j J. Strodder, senr,, 0. 
Tenor, 13 cwt.; key of G. Conducted by T. Clark.

R in g in g  at W arrington , Lancashire.
On Saturday, the 10th inst., was the opening of the Warrington and Dis­

trict Association of Change Ringers, when a peal of Plain Boh Minor was rung 
at St. Paul's, Warrington, in 28 mins., hy the following mixed members:—  
J.Webb, 1; P. Johnson,2; T .E llison ,3; G.Bebbington,juur.,4 ; E.Edward- 
son, 5; T. Houghton, junr., 6. Tenor, 10 cwt. Conducted hy J. Webb. This 
is the first peal of Boh Minor ever rung on these bells hy local members. 
Afterwards there were peals of Grandsire Doubles by ringers from Farnworth, 
Warrington, and Daresbury.

' P. S.— Had it not been for * rubbishing hell news ’ this Society might have 
never been formed.

M uffled P ea l at App leton , Berkshire.
On Wednesday, 14th inst. (the day of his funeral), the Appleton ringers 

paid a last tribute of respect to the memory of their late Rector, the Rev. W. J. 
Butler, by ringing on the muffled hells a true half-peal of Grandsire Triples, 
comprising 2520 changes. I t  was brought round in 1 hr. 27 mins. hy the 
following persons:— F. S. White, 1 ; E. Holifield, 2 ; B. Barrett, 3 ; W. 
Bennett, 4 ; G. Holifield, 5; F. White, 6 ; H . Woodwards, 7 ; T. Bennett, 8. 
Conducted by F. White.

T h e  G uild o f  W e s t-K e n t R ingers and Ancien t Society  o f 
C o llege  Youths.

On Saturday evening, 17th inst., eight members of the above Societies rang 
on the new bells of St. Pauliness Church, Crayford, Mr. J. H olt’s ten-part peal 
of Grandsire Triples, containing 5040 changes, in 2 hrs. 59 miDS., being the 
first peal on the new hells, opened on the 10th of January last, and the gift 
of the family of the late David Evans, Esq., of Shenston, Crayford. The 
following were the ringers :— J. Sloper, 1; E. Ilammant, 2 ; W . J. Reeve, 3 ;
F. French, 4; A. Payne, 5 ; A. Cole, G ; J. Garard, 7; J. Foreman, 8. Conducted 
by Mr. E. Hammant,

Change-ringing by the Yorkshire Association .
On Saturday, 17th inst., at A ll Saints, Otley, 5218 changes of Kent Treble 

Bob Major, in 3 hrs. 2 mins. C. Ralph, 1; E, Tuke, Esq., 2; F. Maston, 3 ; 
L, Cawood, 4; J. M ‘Goun, 5; J. Barraelough, G; T. Lockwood, 7; J. W. 
Snowdon, 8. The peal, in two parts, which has the sixth its extent each way 
in 5-6, and also four course-ends home in each part, was composed hy H . Dains 
(Cumberland Youths), and conducted hy Jasper W. Snowdon. Tenor, 10 cwt.

[W e consider the above a good form of reporting a performance. I t  con­
tains no unnecessary matter, which we are so often obliged to strike out.— E d .] .

St. E dw ard ’s, Rom ford .
T h e  Church has a ring of eight; tenor, F  sharp, about 19 cwt. I t  was 

rehung recently, and lias now a remarkably harsh tone, and in order to be 
heard in round'ringing is rung the wrong way up. In  1764, 1767, and 1794, 
the London Scholars rang peals here, according to their records at King Ed­
ward the Confessor’s. There is a tablet recording a peal hy a local company 
in 1813 ; hut at the present time the ring is much out of order, and requires 
overhauling, often proving beyond the capabilities of round ringing by a local 
company.

[W h a t  d o  y o u  mean b y  b e in g  ‘ r u n g  t b e  w r o n g  w a y  u p  ’ ?— E d .]

R e c e i v e d . — W ednesbury Tablets. H .  8 h r i n e : apply to  our publisher. Jas. D ixon . 
Jas. Broadbean, and others. Subscriber w ithou t name and c ou n ty : th ere are eleven Bradleys 
in th e  Clergy List.
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Vestments.
Sir ,— I  beg to be allowed to comment on two points in your last week’s 

article on the Vestments. I t  is impossible to make all be content with the 
surplice without causing a distressing schism. I t  is intolerable that the 
Bomish vestures should be worn in the English Church. I f  the cope were 
legalised by Convocation many would use it who now use the plain surplice. 
A  coloured cope might very probably give serious offence to many persons 
unused to it. Let it then be provided that it be of white silk or linen, or of 
a cream-colour. I  have noticed that the chasubles of the Ritualists are 
almost universally o f a rather deep creamy hue. I f  any congregations 
desired a flaming scarlet one, by all means let them have it; hut I  venture 
to say that if legalised without any restriction as to colour, &c., fresh diffi­
culties might arise.

In  the next paragraph of the article I  read : 1 The Ritualist objects to the 
cope as not being the Eueharistic dress.’ I  ask whether these good people 
assent to the 20th and 24th Articles. I f  they unfeignedly believe that 
the ‘ Church hath power to decree rites and ceremonies,’ and that ‘ every 
particular or national Church hath authority to ordain, change, and abolish, 
ceremonies and rites o f the Church, ordained only by man’s authority,’ then I  
say their objection vanishes away.

I  am almost ashamed to waste time on such trivial topics, but they force 
themselves 011 one’s attention. I  am a member of the E. C. U., and was till 
lately of the 0. 13. S., and have been brought up amongst Ritualists, so I  know 
their peculiar idiosyncrasies, and have every hope that what Convocation en­
joined in this matter would be by all faithful Churchmen cheerfully obeyed.

Oxford. W o rk in g  M en ’s Clubs. IV. H . M e r e d i t h .

Sir.,— In reply tb ‘ IV. H . C . i n  your paper of Nov. 84tl), asking for hints 
as to the carrying on successfully of Working Men’s Clubs, allow me to write 
a few lines. I  have carried on a club and reading-room in my parish since 
the year 1868. Beginning with nine members we now number, on an average, 
from quarter to quarter, 200. We have a committee o f management entirely 
appointed by our memhers at a general annual meeting. A ll officers of our 
society, from the President downwards, are elected by the popular vote. The 
Club has done me the honour to elect me President each year from our 
beginning; hut it is in their power to make a change at any general meeting. 
1 am of opinion that our great secret of success is the purely democratic cha­
racter of our institution. Each working man is equally influential in the 
management. I  notice that clubs in neighbouring parishes, carried on under 
would-be benefactors, hut, In reality, self-seeking patrons, languish. And for 
this reasonjjjworking men, i f  properly treated, will help themselves in this 
matter, but they rather object (and wisely) to be patronised. Our charge for 
membership is Is. per quarter, paid in advance. We have a room expressly 
for games, draughts, chess, &c. We also have two bagatelle tables. Our 
charge for a game of bagatelle is one halfpenny, to be paid by the loser; all 
other games are free. Our income from these two bagatelle tables amounts 
to about 26/. per annum. I  must not take up more of your valuable space, 
hut will gladly give any information to inquirers.

The Vicarage, Fowey, Cornwall. H a n d e ie l d  N o e l  PcitCELL.

T h e  Bother o f  G lebes.
Sik,— Letters in the Guardian from worried incumbents have lately shown 

us that glebe lands are sometimes ‘ more bother than they are worth.’ Can 
any of your readers, clerical, legal, or lay, throw any light upon a bother as 
yet untoitched by any Guardian correspondent? I t  is as follow's :— A vicar 
let all bis glebe in January. H e was suddenly presented to another living in 
February. There was no agreement on the part of the tenants to give up the 
land at the end of the current year. His successor was appointed in April, 
and he finds that he cannot get his glebe into his own hands until December 
31st, 1878 ! That is to say, the tenants can hold it, in spite of him, for one 
year and nine months. Is  this really so ? B o t h e r a t io n .

Sunday-school L ibrary.
Sir ,— We are about to form a library for our Sunday School, hut as ours is 

an extremely poor parish there are no funds applicable for the purpose. Can 
you, or any of your readers, inform us of any Society from whom we might 
obtain a grant of suitable books ? Perhaps some of your readers have such 
books at present occupying the shady corners of their libraries, and i f  they 
would kindly transfer them to us they would be doing a real good, and such 
gifts would be much appreciated. A  S u n d a y -s ch o o l T e a c h e s .

12 Y o r k  P la c e ,  N o r lh a m , S o u th a m p to n .

‘ F o r  those at Sea.’
S i r ,— As some of the clergy hesitate to use the whole Special Service of 

Intercession fo r those at Sea, authorised for use in churches, may I  suggest that, 
where time presses, the beautiful firs t1 prayer to be used at.sea,’ as altered in 
the Special Service, might be offered up as a short addition to the customary 
daily service? The Missions to Seamen Society, I I  Buckingham Street, 
Strand, London, W.C., would supply the clergy with single copies gratis. 
25,000 copies have been issued, showing that a felt want is being supplied.

W m . D a w s o n , C om m a n d e r R . N .

Ie  ‘ Perplexed1 will send his address to the Curate, St. Paul’s, Tipton, 
Staffordshire, who passed the Cambridge Preliminary Examination last April, 
he will be happy to give him all the information on the subject he can.

G. W. J o h n s o n .

Sik,— W ill your readers kindly recommend temperate and learned 
pamphlets and books on the question of the final restoration of the Jews, and 
their return to Palestine ? Also materials for a list of missionary works and 
books (such as E llis ’s Madagascar) hearing on it, for village libraries? 
Interesting hooks. I. R- V.

1 B. A.’ asks to he recommended some really earnest and hearty Mission 
Hymns and Tunes, suitable for Geltage Lectures.

R e c e i v e d  a l s o , — J. \V. G ibbs; L . s A . B. 0 . ; W . A . W . ; A po l’oiS (We hope te  g ive 
atten tion  to  you r in qu iry  s h o r t ly ); H . B . ; 0 . ;  and others.

B E L L S  AND B E L L - R I N G IN G .

T h e  B ells  o f  Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin.
(From our Ir is h  Correspondent.)

F i v e  new bells have been cast for tbis restored Cathedral by Mr. Murphy, 
of Dublin, which, with the eight already hung, will make a total of thirteen. 
The largest hell of the old ring of eight gives the note D below the treble 
stave. Six of these hells bear the following inscription:— ‘ Carolo Cohbe,
S. T. P ., Episcopo Darensi Decano, 1738.’ One of them— the A bell—has in 
addition the letters ‘ A. B.’ , the initials of Abel Budhall, bell-founder, of 
Gloucester. Tbe largest of the new bells is C, being the same note as that 
of our College 1 Tom,’ which it is believed was also cast by Budball: its weight 
is two tons. The other new bells cast by Mr. Murphy are F natural, A  sharp, 
C natural, and E natural. The thirteen bells afford complete scales in C and 
D major. The great C bell bears this inscription:— ‘ This bell presented to 
the Cathedral by Henry Boe, restorer, 1877. J. Murphy, founder, Dublin.’ 
These new bells have been well ‘ spliced ’ to the old ring by the same party.

N e w  Guild o f R ingers.
T h e  following circular has heen issued to the clergy of Gloucestershire :—
‘ Bev. and dear Sir,— It  is proposed to form, in the diocese of Gloucester 

and Bristol, an Association of Chiirch Change-ringers, similar to those already 
established in Devonshire, Durham, and Norfolk.

‘ The Archdeacon of Gloucester has already signified his approbation of 
the scheme, and promised to preside at a preliminary meeting on the subject.

1 The following clergy have also kindly promised their co-operation, and, 
if  possible, their attendance:— Bev. Canon Bell, Bector of Cheltenham ; Eev. 
John Emeris, Bector of TJpton St. Leonard’s; Kev. Thomas Keble, Vicar of 
B isley; Bev. Alfred Kent, Vicar of Coin St. Aldwyn’s ; Bev. Hemming Robeson, 
Vicar of Tewkesbury.

‘ I t  is hoped that you may he able to give your aid, and, together with any 
of your parishioners interested in the science of Change-ringing, to be present 
at the meeting, which will he held in the Cathedral Chapter-room, Gloucester, 
on Tuesday, the 8th of January, 1878.

‘ The chief objects of the Association would he— (1st) The promotion of 
change-ringing on church hells in the diocese, and its introduction in those 
places where it has hitherto been unknown. (2nd) To offer facilities for 
gatherings among the various Societies of Ringers already existing. (3rd) The 
recognition of ringers as Church workers.

‘ Communications on the subject are earnestly invited, and may he 
addressed to—

‘ G. H . P h it lo t t ,  Trevor House,LeckhamptonBd., Cheltenham I  Hon. Secs.
‘ C. D. P. D a v ie s ,  Eton House, Wellington Street, Cheltenham j  pro tern.’ 

B e ll-r in g in g  and L o n gev ity .
Sib ,— The history of Thomas Gooch’s performance was written in popular 

language, and not in the technically accurate language which Mr. Edwin 
Bogers desires. I  know not how far he is right or wrong in his view. It  
would be discouraging to those who like music, hut do not understand it, i f  all 
records of musical performances were given in strictly musical language. At 
the same time, one sympathises with Mr. Rogers in his desire that the record 
should be so given as to be of practical use to real ringers.

But in reply to his inquiries : The ringers o f Great Yarmouth are change- 
ringers. On ihe occasion, however, referred to, the word 1 peal ’ was certainly 
inaccurate, Joseph Gooch rang ‘ touches’ of 500 and upwards of Grandsire 
Triples five or six times throughout the day. So much for his actual per­
formance. The man is a well-known ringer, as the tower of Marsham can 
best testify.

But a statement can here be added which fully corroborates the heading of 
the previous communication. On the 5th January, 1843, a peal of Grandsire 
Caters, composed by James Burman—then, and now, a ringer of Great 
Yarmouth--was duly and properly rung for the first time. On that occasion 
James Lamb, being then in the 84th year of his age (a year older than Gooch), 
rang the same (8 cwt.) bell throughout that peal, and which bell was rung by 
Gooch on the Oth November last. 0. C. T.

R eportin g  Peals.
Sib ,.—T here is one very important item which E. Rogers has unfor­

tunately omitted. Not only should the number of changes be given and the 
time of ringing them, but also (as always appears in the Yorkshire Association 
reports) the weights of the tenor. Without this we cannot arrive at the true 
merits of a peal. H*

C han ge-rin g in g  at T on g , Yorkshire.
On Saturday, 17th ult., six memhers of the Yorkshire Association of 

Change-ringers met at St. James’s Church, Tong, and rang 5040 changes in 
the following intricate methods, viz., Arnold’s Victory, City Delights, London 
Scholars, Duke of York, New London Pleasure, Oxford, and Violet. The 
ringers were—W. Sugden, 1; G. Bolland, 2; E. Webster, 3; B. A. Dodson, 4: 
J. H. Dixon, 5; J. Haley, 0. Conducted by J. H. Dixon. Time, 3 hrs. 2 mins. 
Tenor, 12 c-wt.

Funeral Peals.
T he Vicar of Willesbourne, Warwick, would he glad to receive some 

directions or hints as to the most correct way of announcing a death or a 
funeral on church bells ; he asks i f  there is any settled number of strokes on 
the bell to announce the death respectively o f a man, woman, and child ?

N o tic e  to  our Readers.
F our most interesting articles on Bells and Change-ringing will be found 

in the number of the Leisure Hour published to-day. W e advise all our 
readers to secure a copy, and thank the Editor for enabling us thus to call
attention to the issue. ______________ _

R e c e i v e d  a l s o — N o r th  Shields; a n d  others.
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