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Gi l l e t t  & J o h n s to n
CROYDON, Surrey. 

SELLS, CLOCKS, CARILLONS.

St. P e te r ’s Co lleg ia te  Church , 
W o lve rham pton .

Tenor (33 cwt.) o f  the  New Ring of 12
W UIiFEUN CHAMBERS, W OLVERHAM PTON, 

KESHR8. GILLETT and JOHNSTON. CROYDON, 4th Haroh, 1HI. 
Sentlamen,

The re-outing of the peal of ton bells with the addition of two 
saw ones in ihe tower of Bt. Peter’a Collegiate Oharch, Wolverhampton, 
reoently carried out by you hai proved m olt successful, aad givan 
general satisfaction.

I am authorised by the Reotor and W arden! to lay how pleas*! 
they arc with the result. In the opinion of those well qualiied to 
indg*, wa hare now, undoubtedly, one of the best peals in th* Kingdom.

Your* faithfully, F. T. BECK,
Arohitoet, Diocesan Hurrayor

MODERN WORK.

I 9 I 7.
The first thing which devolves upon us in this first 

number of 1917 is to wish all our readers “  A Happy New 
Year.’ ’ The phrase is conventional, but the sentiments 
which it conveys are deep and sincere. W e all of us hope 
that the year just opening will bring with it a lasting peace 
to the world, based upon the sure foundation of right and 
justice, and that it will see all those heroic men, now 
upholding the honour of the Empire in the face of the 
enemy in many parts of the earth, return once more to 
the dear old homeland. If peace is vouchsafed to us 
by the victories of our arms, 1917 will go down in history 
as one of the mosfmomentous years of modern ages. Much 
in the future depends upon the happenings of this year, and 
the anxieties of the coming months will provide a burden 
which will test the stoutest hearts. But whether the end 
comes this year or some other year, confidence in the ability 
of the Empire and its Allies to win through at the finish 
was never higher than it is now ; and though individually 
there are many to whom the wish of a happy new year 
may sound something of a mockery, yet we hope that 1917 
will, before its close, prove to be the happiest which the 
nation has witnessed for generations.

And what of the future—as it concerns us as ringers ? 
There are many who feel that ringing will not be quite the 
same for us in days to come as it was before the war. The 
Art had then attained to a wonderful height of popularity, 
and a marvellous standard of skill in its practical appli
cation had been achieved. The long break which the war 
has caused is bound, we think, to affect at least the 
immediate future. Bunds are disorganised or almost 
wholly broken.up by the demands which national service 
has made upon the men, and it must be, at any rate, a long 
time before we can return, to the former condition of affairs. 
Whenever the war may end, therefore, the coming year, at 
all events, is likely to be a “  lean ” one for ringing; but just 
as we have confidence in our ultimate triumph in the field, 
so we can look forward to the future restoration of our Art 
to the high position it formerly held.

In preparation for the time when the bells will ring 
again, there is much that might be done by those who are 
left at home to “ carry o n ” until the “ boys” return. 
Some of the Associations are doing their best to maintain 
touch with their towers and keep up the interest of 
depleted bands, but there are others whose condition seems 
somewhat moribund, although it may be that the reason is 
beyond their control. Wherever it is possible, however, 
1917 ought to witness a determined effort on the part of all 
Associations to get their organisation in order, lo tune up 
the machine, as it were, in anticipation of the time when 
peace will once more free the brazen tongues of the bells.
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CHARLES CARR

OPINION O F  O U R  
M O D E R N  W O R K .

KroomBeld Vicarage,
Chelmsford

Dear Sirs,
I have great pleasure in stating 

that we are perfectly satisfied with 
the manuer in which you h&Te 
oarried out tho work entrusted to 
You of re-arranging and re-hanging 
the Broomfield Church Bells.

Wo consider that the work re
flects great credit upon your firm, 
aud beliove that your system of 
hanging the bells reduces the vibra
tion of the steel frame supplied by 
you to a minimum.

the CHURCHWABDKNS unlto 
w th MK in this expression of 
o Union. The BKLLKINGKH8 aro 
a i>o unanimous In their praise of 
1 a lt e r a t io n s  effected by you.

Yours truly,
Cl! AS. KDMUNDS,

Vicar of BroomUold. 
Messrs C. CAKK. LTD.

Kmethwlck.

H indi; ask us to Inspect) Kuport 
md Tondor bofore deciding your 
I’ ontraot, — wo may bo able to 
««2i2at you.

SM ETH W ICK ,
BIRMINGHAM

BELLS
FOR CHURCHES,

S IN G L Y ,
O R  IN  P B A L S .

CHIMES FOB CLOCKS.
' P b a l s  A u g m e n t e d , 

C r a ck ed  B e l l s  R e c a s t .

FRAMES
I n B e s t  S e a s o n e d  O a k , 

S t e e l  o r  I r o n ,

Chiming Machines.
Best W orkmanship and

Satisfaction Guaranteed.

FITTINGS
o r  ALL KINDS. 

A R T IS T IC  W R O U G H T  IR O N  
B R A C K E T S . 

M a lle a b le  Iron  B b a c k it i  
Bust B i l l  Hopes. 

KKPA1KS AND B X H A N O IH 5 
III ILL BBATICS1B3.

BULLIIANUERS sent to Inspect 
and report on Bells and Towers

BEND FOR CATALOGUE.

ESTABLISHED 1760.

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,

60, QUEEN’S ROAD, PECKHAM, LONDON, S.E.
fTwo minutes from  Q neen's R oad  Station, L .B , & S .C . Railway)

Late 18B, Keeton’s Road, Bermondsey.

Maker to St. P aul's Cathedral, W estm inster A bbey , Imperial Instltc o. 
Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. A lban 's , L incoln , Dnrham , Peterborough 
M elbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St, Patrick 's, Manchestoi 

and W orcester Cathedrals etc.. etc.

TWELVE BELL PEALS.
B IR M IN G H A M .

ST. M A R T IN ’ S G U IL D  F O R  T H E  D IO C E S E  O F  
B IR M IN G H A M .

On Tuesday, December 26th, 1916, in Three Hours and F ir ty  Minutes, 
A t  t h e  P a r is h  C h o r c h  o f  S t .  M a r t i n ,

A PEAL OF STEDMAN CINQUES, 5007 CHANCES;
T en or 36  cw t., in C .

J o h n  N e a l  .............
J a m e s  L .  W e l l s ... 
F r a n k  W . P e r r e n s  
Jo h n  R . S h a r m a n  
A l f  P a d d o n  S m ith  
E r n e s t  T .  A l l a w a y

.Treble
2
3
4
5
6 _

C om posed and C onducted by Jam es E. G r o v e s .  
First peal on twelve bells.

T h o m a s  M il l e r  . 
" C h a r l e s  W il l ia m s  

E r n e s t  M a n s e l l  . 
S a m o e l  G r o v e  . 
J a m e s  E . G r o v e s  . 
J a m e s  G e o r g e . . .

• 7 
. 8
• 0 
. 10 
. 11
. Tenor

H IG H  W Y C O M B E , B U C K S .
T H E  O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D  

A N D  T H E  S O C IE T Y  O F  R O Y A L  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H S . 
On Sunday, December 31, 1916, in Three Hours and Forty-eight Minutes, 

A t  t h e  P a r is h  C h u r c h ,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CINQUES, 5002 CHANCES ;

F r e d  H a y e s ....................... ...Treble B e n ja m in  T h o r p  . . . . . .  7
E d w a r d  R . C o l e s  .. . . . .  2 G e o r g e  T w it c h e n . . . ... 8
R a l p h  C o l e s  ............. ••• 3 W il l ia m  T . H o r n e . . .  g
Jo h n  D . M a t t h e w s  . . . . . .  4 W il l ia m  P h ip p s  . . . . . .  10
W il l ia m  H . F u s s e l l —  5 W il l ia m  J. N u d d s . . . ... i i
F r a n k  S m it h  ............. . . .  6 H u g h  T .  S c a r l e t t ...Tenor

C om posed by F r e d e r i c k  D e n c h ,  and 
C onducted by F r e d  H a y e s .

Rung with the bells fu lly  muffled in honour o f  those w ho have 
gallantly given their lives fo r  their country during 1916 . First peal o f 
Cinques by the ringers 2 , 8 , 9 , 10 , w ho are m em bers o f  the local 
com pany.

TEN BELL PEAL.
H IL L IN G D O N , M ID D L E S E X .

T H E  O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .
(E a s t  B e r k s  a n d  S o o t h  B ucks B r a n c h .)

On St. Stephen's Day, December 26th, 1916, in Three Hours and 
Thirty-two Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h o r c h  o f  S t . J oh n  t h e  B a p t is t ,
A PEAL OF CRANDSIRE CATERS, 5003 CHANCES;

T en or 22 cw t., in E  flat.
...Treble ' E d w a r d  T .  H o o p e r  ..

J E d g a r  H an c o x  ............
W il l ia m  L a w r e n c e  .. 
W il l ia m  T .  H o r n e  .. 

. W il l ia m  H . F c s s e l l

/
8
9

Tenor

f W il l ia m  H o n o r
W il l ia m  H e n l e y .......................  2
G e o r g e  H . G o t t e r id g e  . . .  3
P e r c y  E. J o n e s  .......................  4

•Jo se p h  M il n e r  .......................  5
C om posed  by W i l l i a m  H u d s o n , o f  Sheffield, and 

C onducted  by E d g a r  H a n c o x .
R ung with the bells solem nly muffled by  special perm ission o f the 

R ev. R . M . C arrick, M .A ., V icar o f  the Parish, in m em ory o f  L ieuts. 
Charles T hom as M ills, Jerom e Fane D e  Sahs, Evelyn G eofrey 
W orsley , and twenty-four N .C .O . ’s and m en from  H illingdon w ho 
have fallen in this W ar, including Cyril Buttrum, o f  H .-M .S. Queen 
M ary. '

* F irst peal on  ten bells, f  First peal o f Caters away from  tenor. 
} First peal o f  Caters as conductor.

HANDBELL PEAL.
G R E A T  H A M P T O N , W O R C E S T E R S H IR E /

THE W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A N D  D IS T R IC T S  A S S O C IA T IO N  
( S o u t h e r n  B r a n c h .)

On Tuesday, December 26, 1916, in Two Hours and Fifteen Minutes,
A t  t h e  R e s id e n c e  o f  M r . J. H e m m in g , 29; C h u r c h  B a n k ,

A PEAL OF CRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANCES;
G r o v e s ' V a r ia t io n  o f  P a r k e r ’s  T w e l v e -P a r t .

T en or N o . 17  size, in A .
M is s  E l l e n  M . J o h n s o n  1— 2 I F r e d e r i c k  J. J o h n s o n . . .
J o se p h  D .^ J o h n so n  . . .  3— 4 | J a m e s  H e m m in g  .............

C onducted by  J am es H e m m in g .
Um pire : G e o f f r e y  H em m in g .

First peal "  in hand ”  as conductor.

5—e 
7 - S
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EIGHT BELL PEALS.
P E R S I-IO R E , W O R C E S T E R S H IR E .

T H E  W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A N D  D IS T R IC T S  A S S O C IA T IO N  
( S o u t h e r n  B r a n c h .)

On Saturday, December 30, 1916, in Three Hours and Ten Minutes, 
A t  t h e  A b b e y  C h u r c h  o f  SS. P e t e r  a n d  P a u l ,

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANCES; * 
G r o v e s ’ V a r ia t i o n  o f  P a r k e r 's  T w e l v e - P a r t .

T en or 30  cw t., in D .
• F ra n k  G o d f r e y  ............. Treble

J o se p h  D . J o h n s o n .............  2
F r e d e r ic k  J. Jo h n so n  . . .  3 
W il l ia m  N e e d ....................... 4

G e o r g e  D o l p h in  .............  5
Jam es H em m in g  ................  6
Jo h n  D o l p h in .......................  7
S id n e y  O . A n n is  ............. Ten or

W E LL-K N O W N  K E N T  R IN G E R  DEAD.

MU. E. E. F O R E M A N S SERVICES TO TH E EXERCISE

C onducted b y  J o se p h  D . J o h n s o n .
• First peal on eight bells. R ung with the bells half-m uffled as a 

last token o f  respect to M r. Joseph A m phlett, w ho was a ringer and a 
faithful and devoted worshipper at the A bbey C hurch and w ho was 
interred at P ershore on the previous W ednesday ; also in m em ory o f ! 
those from  the town w ho have fallen in the W ar.

D E P T F O R D , K E N T .
T H E  K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  

On Monday, January 1, 1917, in Two Hours and Fifty-Jive Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . J o h n  t h e  E v a n g e l is t ,

A PEAL OF CnANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANCES;
H o l t ' s  O r ig i n a l .  T enor 14 cw t.

J o se p h  L a w .................................Treble I G e o r g e  H u x l e y  ............... 5
F r e d k . W .  R ic h a r d so n  . . .  2 | J o h n  C r o w d e r  . . .
W il l ia m  J. J e f f r ie s  . . .  3 I W il l ia m  A . M a r t in
E d w in  J. P a n n e t t  .............  4 | E r n e s t  B . C r o w d e r

. C onducted by W i l l i a m  J. J e i f r i e s .
As the police restrictions will not allow  ringing after dark, this peal 

could not be attem pted on N ew  Y ear’ s E ve, so was started early on 
New Y ear's D ay.

... 6 

. . .  7 
...Tenor

A'N CIENT RINGING P E R F O R M A N C E S .
HOW  HOLLIS H ELPED TH E SEXTON.

On Boxing Day, a party o f ringers visited the towers of St. Peter’s, 
Maxey, when touches o f Oxford Treble Bob and Single Court were 
rung, and St. Guthlac's, Market Deeping, whore touches o f Treblo Bob, 
Single and Double Court, and Plain Bob, were brought round. Those 
who took parf, were Messrs. W . A . Day (Market Deeping), E. A . 
Sneatli (St. Jam es’ . Deeping), T . Bainbridge, H. Wand (Witham-on- 
the-Hill), VV. W aldron, H . Hoare and J . J. Jutson (Peterborough).

In Maxey belfry there is :i board which contains the following: 
December l l t l i ,  1863.

Mr. D ixon’s peal o f Bob Minor Variations was rung for the first 
timo in this belfry, after being composed for  34 years, in a  masterly 
style by the following ringers, viz.: S. Black, senr., treble. S. Black, 
junr., 2, J. Shelton 3, II. Cutfort-h 4, W . Lam bert 5, J. Shelton tenor 

This society a.ko rung in this belfry, on June 11th, 1849, 5040 
changes, iu 3 hrs. and one minute.

Tho same society also rung, at Glinton, on January 1st, 1852, 
10,089 changes, in 5 hrs. and 59 mins. The same men also rung, on 
January 18th, 1853, at, Castor, in this county, 5040 changes, in 3 
Ins. These peals were conducted by Jno. Shelton.
W hatever Bob Minor Variations may have been there was keen 

rivalry between the Maxey. Glinton, and St. Martin’s (Stamford) 
ringers at this time, and Mr. Dixon (Sexton at St. M ary's, Stamford), 
although tho “  composer ’ • was unable to produce a 720 and Mr. J. 
T. Hollis, a youth o f 17 years, o f Glintou, having studied “  in and 
out o f  course.”  produced it for them, and was presented with a copy of 
Shipwav. by Mr. Dixon. This Mr. J. T . Hollis was subsequently the 
author o f Hollis's five-part ami one-part peals o f Grandsire Triples.

Evidently the 10,080 wns Oxford Treble Rob. The ringers were 
"ood six-htll men in Oxford, Double and Single Court, and the writer 
remembers, some, yeai-s ago. ringing in this district in company with 
a lad o f eight years. Steven Ttlack, junr.. was present, and while (lie 
lad was busy ringing Grandsire Doubles, Steven prodded him in the 
hack, nnd remarked: “  Remem ber Steve Black, o f Maxey nnd the 
10.080 Treble B ob.”

At Glinton there was a good six-hell hand over a hundred years ago. 
Mr. John Scott, a well-to-do farmer, was foreman, and inscribed on 
the tenor bell is: “  John Scott did pay for me one hundred pounds 
and odd money, November 1st, 1799." For mnuv years this dale was 
kept by the ringors as thc big bell's birthday.

Tt may be interesting to note that, when the bells o f St. John the 
Baptist’ s, Peterborough, were reopened on Feb. 23rd. 1809, the Soham 
Youths opened them with five courses o f  Treble Bob, and Mr. Scott 
and his company wero present. Presumably the Tebbutls were 
amongst them, and a youngster was on the tenor of 28 cwt. One of 
tho Glinton men remarked in admiration: “ Didn’ t that youngster 
dodge that tenor in and out o f tlie slow !”  J ■ J. J.

It  is with very much regret we announce tho death of Mr. Edward
E. Foreman, o f H em hill, Faversham, at the age o f 58 jears. His ill
ness commenced about a year ago with a malignant growth in the nose 
and throat. H is local doctor1 partly removed it many times, but it 
assumed such proportions as to  cause great difficidty in breathing. A 
more serious oper&Ljon then becoming imperative, this was done appar
ently very successfully at a London Nursing Home last spring. Mr. 
Foreman recovered so well that he was ablo to attend the annual meet
ing o f the Canterbury district o f the Kent Association, at Faversham, 
in May. H c rang again at Boughton, in July, at tlie induction o f tho 
new Vicar, and again at the harvest thanksgiving service at the same 
church on October 2nd. From that time lie failed rapidly in health 
till the end came, on December 20th. Fortunately he suffered practi
cally no pain till the last week, though he felt at times uncomfortable 
and very weary.

Hc was buried on Saturday, December 23rd. in the quiet churchyard 
ot  Hem hilt in tlie same grave as his wife, who predeceased him 18 
years. Tlie local ringers actcd as bearers, and the bells were rung 
half-muffled, after the service, bv E. Bones, S. Hadlow. F. Elsey, C. 
Hadlow, A .Bones, P. Price, R . Tong, F. Packman; and E. Trendell, 
of Boughton.

Of tho deceased’s ringing career it seems superfluous to speak, for 
he was so well known aiul respected in Kent, in the Canterbury dis
trict, of which he has filled the positions o f secretary and representa
tive on the Central Committee. He made it a practice to attend all 
meetings o f the district, and used his powers to help, as far as he 
could, anyone desirous to learn, and no probationer in any branch 
of the art ever had a. more energetic, patient or sympathetic teacher, 
l ie  trie<l o il many occasions to form local bands at. the towors near 
his home, his greatest succcss l>eing shown by the first local peal on 
Henihill bells, conducted by him self on December 1st-. 1911, followed 
by another oil December 19th, 1911, conducted by H . Gilbert .

Sir. Foreman commenced change ringing rather late in life, but was 
so enthusiastic that he managed to do more than some would in the 
whole span o f three-score years aijd ten. Many bands attempting 
penis have good cause to remember his kindness and hospitality. He 
made it a rulo to entertain the ringers attending meetings held at 
his native place, his one regret l>eing that the meetings were not 
frequent enough. Many well remember the most successful autumn 
gatherings, when Mr. P . Bennett, and friends, making HemhiU a 
centre, visited various towers and rung peals in Surprise methods.

The ringers much regret their inability to  do more than above re
corded for such a great, ringer and such a great, friend o f ringers, 
owing to the absence o f  members on active servicc, and tho restric
tions placed on ringing bells a t this most anxious time. However, it 
was in keeping with th0 deceased’s wish, as he was most desirous that 
the' funeral arrangements should be o f a  very quiet nature. Mr. Fore
man was an earnest Churchman. H c considered ringing an important 
branch o f church work, and his life  will be an inspiration to many 
who will long mourn his death.

The following is a list o f his known peals, though no official account 
has been kept: M inor methods (4 Plain Boh. 3 Grandsirc), 2: Grand
sire Triples, 62 (conducted 14); Bob_Triple<s, 1 ; Stedman Triples^ 58:

Association, except one, in 25 different towers.

T H E  P E A L  A T  PE R SH O R E .
Tlio peal rung at Pershore, on Saturday last, was interesting, for tho 

fact that, although the bells date back to 1729, ij was the first peal 
rung on iliem by a band resident in the district, aud (he first since 
the funeral o f King Edward. Tho unique surroundings, together with 
tile indifferent “  go "  o f the bolls, are not exactly conducive to peal 
ringing, hut the very bells socmcd to know that, they were solemnly 
honouring one who had devoted his lifetime lo the welfare o f the grand 
old Abbey Church. In Mr. J. Amphlett the town loses one o f its oldest 
and worthiest citizens, for he had spent his 72 years in the place, and 
had enjoyed the high esteem of seven successive. Vicars-

The famous peal of hells, togother with Hie gixxl striking, did 
full justice to t.lip excellent composition, and the hand were congratu
lated on the peal by several old ringers who were listening to Ihe 
ringing, one going so far as to say that he had heard every peal and 
every attempt on Fershorc bell' h.v bands from all over the country 
for the past 60 years, but never had he heard them struck better. 
Tho military representative on the local Tribunal. Capt. Darbysliire, 
who, by the way, is himself a skilled change ringer, bu t declined lo  
take a ropo in the peal, sat in tlio ringing chamber all through tho 
peal, ami at the conclusion •heartily congratulated the band on the 
excellent striking.

Afterwards, tea was partaken of al Mr. J . Dolphins, and a quid 
social hour spent, thc party breaking up with (lio old wish, "  A Happy 
oncl Prosperous New Year.”
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F o u n d r y  
E s t a b l i s h e d  
A .D . 1 6 7 0 .MEARS & 

STAINBANK,
Bellfounders & Bellhangers,

32 & 34, Whitechapel Road, 

LONDON, E.

M ETH O D  C O N S T R U C T IO N .
TH E  D IV ID IN G  LINE.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—There ar0 three or four o f  your valued writers who 

from time to lim e havo givou us thoir definitions o f the exact con
stitution o f a Lead, Division, or U nit; the latest being Mr. Baker 
(vide “  Ringing W orld,"' Dec. 1st, 1916), who observes: “  I t  seems not 
to be understood that, structurally, tho lead-end o f  all methods, and 
the division-end o f all principles and systems, come a t hand-stroke.”

IIow these gentlemen arrive a t their conclusions— ami they seldom 
a^ree with each other—it is impossible to  say. Can it bo  that thoir 
vision is limitod to  the plain courso, and are they blind to tho aspect 
o f the whole method1 as contained in a  short touch, consisting of 
plains and bobs?

But, for tho moment, taking the plain course to  represent tho whole 
method, we find tha). it  can be partitioned off so as to  give tho re
gulation number o f equal divisions from  any row in the course. The 
mystery to me is how they pitch ou any particular one o f these cases 
as tho “  one. and only ”  proper division.

I| is very different when you come t.o look into a touch. There is 
only 0110 point from  which you can divide tho method into equal scc- 
lions, that- point beins: the. row 011 which the Bob is made, or liable 
to lie m ade; that is. this particular row is bound to be the beginning 
—tho head— of the little equal sections o f which Ihe method is ex
clusively built, and from 110 other point is i| possible to partition your 
method in equal units from  beginning to  end. I ought to say here 
that- the same fact holds good in the ease o f Double Methods and 
Stedman, these having two kinds o f  units running alternately, and in 
which corresponding units are equal to  each other.

Now, since the B ob is made on tho liand-stroko in most odd bell 
methods (short o f some freak arrangement or  such methods as Bob 
Triples, I  think I  may say all), it follows that the back-stroke must 
be the unit-end. tlie reverse holding good with even bell methods. W c 
were told some time ago by Mr. Fright that the B ob may be made 
011 any row in- the lead; that a lead-head may have more than 011a 
possible lead-end. which means that equality in its units is not a t all 
necessary. All I  will say is that such notions as these ore directly 
opposed to order, uniform ity and fact.—Yours truly,

' ‘ G. CLEAL.
29, St.. Saviour's Road East, Leicester.

' EXTENSIONS.
To tht Editor.

Sir,—Mr. Baker has neither proved himself riglit nor me wrong. He 
states a theory for determining correct extensions, but he does not 
prove it. His contention that a method produced by three interior 
places cannot bo the same as on0 produced by two would upset a good 
many accepted extensions. I t  must be remembered that methods are 
bound to  havo different forms on odd and even numbers o f positions 
(i.e., odd and even multiples o f  two), just ns much as 011 odd and even 
numbers o f  bells.—Yours truly, H. W . FRIGHT.

Artists’ Rifles. O.T.C.,
Hara Hill Camp

T e n o r  Bell, 25J cwt., o f  th e  new ring 
o f  Ten  a t  St. P e te r ’s, B righton.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
For Rehanging, Retuning and Recasting.

Musical Handbells in sets, Bell Ropes, &c.

At the Handbell Contest held annually in Manchester the 
First Prize for ihe last 16 years has been awarded to bands 
using our bells, and on fourteen of those occasions they have gained 
the Second Prize also.

“ R IN G  O U T  T H E  O L D .”
Nowhere in England was the traditional custom of ringing out the 

old and ringing in the now observed at midnight on Sunday. The 
Defence o f the Realm regulations prevented it, and most o f the London 
daily papers remarked, the absonce o f the ringing at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral. I t  would be interesting to know how many centuries have 
elapsed since the custom was so completely suspended throughout the 
country.

In France, near the fighting line, however, there appear to have 
been no restrictions, fo r  Mr. Philip Gibbs, a well-known war corres
pondent, writing o f tho passing o f the old year, says:—

"  Behind the lines—so close that the noise o f the guns shakes the 
windows o f French villages and the light o f the night, rockets make 
the sky pale above them— bell ringers are going round the little old 
churches to ring the New Year in. In these little old churches the 
bells have been rung for many birthdays o f the years and the cen
turies, when Edward the Black Princ0 came riding through them with 
Sir W alter Manny and Lord Chandos and other English knights, when 
Joan the Maid came in her armour with spirit- voices calling through 
the wind, and when the guillotine was put up at midnight in the 
market square o f Arras, nnd now the bells o f  France are clashing out 
again, and the wind mingles their notes with the booming o f the guns, 
and another year o f history opens with greater strife than in all the 
centuries before, and in these villages o f France British soldiers stand 
011 sentry duty saying, ‘ Halt, who goes there? ’ to  any shadow who 
comes out of tho darkness. I t  is the New Year that answers the  chal
lenge.”  ----------------------

S T E D M A N  T R IP L E S .
Mr. J. J. Parker writes with regard to  the article from  his pen on 

Stedman Triples, which appeared in our last issue: “  Owing to  the 
omission o f a part a sentence at on0 point, the kernel of the ques
tion is lost. In summing up the results from  the five-part table, I 
meant to sa y : * B ut in no case is it possible to  got a single group or 
even a singly course in Class II true with any four groups in Class 
I ’ W
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THE LATE CORPL. W. S. INWOOD.
Lce.-Corpl. W . S. Inwood, o f Aldenham, Herts, Royal Fusiliers, 

killod in action on November 14th. H o  was a most promising 
ringer, having achieved peals in Surprise methods,_ and was a devoted 
member o f  the church choir ami Biblo class at his native parish.

P L E A S A N T  G A T H E R IN G  A T  C O N IS B R O ’ .
PRESENTATION TO M R. S. HARRISON.

An interesting ceremony took place al Conisbro,' near itotherhnm, 
ou Boxing Day, the occasion being the presentation of a silver bell
shaped inkstand to Mr. S. Harrison, the lato leader o f the new band 
of ringers at Conisbro’ Church.

The presentation was* made by the V icar (the Rev. \V. A. Straw* 
bridge, M .A.), who expressed regret at the departure o f the recipient 
of tho gift, but assuring him o f tho best wishes o f the clergy, churoh- 
workers and bell ringers o f Conisbro’ . The peal of eight bells recently 
hung in 'the tower had, ho said, been placed in the care of Mr. Harri
son, who had spared 110 pains in getting together a band of young 
ringers, and. furthermore, under his tuition they had made splendid 
progress.

Mr. Harrison suitably responded, and said it would be always a 
great pleasure to him lo  come over to Conisbro' and help them when
ever lie could.

Mr. G. Hawks worth, of Doncaster, expressed much pleasure in being 
able to be present on the interesting occasion, and spoke o f the genial 
disposition o f Mr. Harrison, and of his ability as an instructor.

Tile ringers o f the local company very kindly invited a few ringing 
friends from neighbouring towel's, and during the afternoon some good 
touches wer0 enjoyed.

O.D.G. M A S T E R  HOME ON L E A V E .
The Caversham l ingers had the extreme pleasure o f welcoming home, 

011 leave from France the other day, the Rev. C. W . 0 . Jenkyn, 
Master o f the Oxford Guild, whose conspicuous bravery on the field 
recently gained recognition bv the award o f the Military Cross. On 
Sunday. December 16th, “  welcome "  touches were arranged at Caver
sham Church, the following being rung: 448 Loudon Surprise: H . 
Simmonds 1 , 0 .  Essex 2, Second Air-Mechanic J . Thomas, R .F .C .. 3, 
A. D. Cullum 4. E. J Monday 5, Rev. C. W . O Jeukvn 6 . H. Smith
7. T?. T. H ibbert 8. 504 Sledmnti Triples: Air-Mechanic L. Griffiths.
H.F.C., 1, -T. Thomas 2. W . H ibbort 3. C. Giles 4. G. Essex 5. E ,T. 
Menday 6. Rev. C. W . O. Jenkyn (conductor) 7, A. D. Cullum 8. Also 
a coursfi o f  Cambridge Surprise.

ISLEW ORTH. M IDDLESEX. — O11 Nov. 5th, for evensong, a 
qunrter-peal o f Kent Treble B ob Maior (1280 changes): E. Bonfield
1. .T. W aghorn 2, R . Bevnn 3. A. E. Brightman 4, E. F . Cole 5. T. 
Beadle 6 . C. H unt 7. E. Smith (conductor) 8.

BEESTON, NOTTS.— On Sunday. Nov. 5tli. 448 Superlative Sur
prise: L. Price 1, A. Coppock (conductor) 2. W . Clifford, senr.. 3, F. 
S. Price 4, C. Dickon 5, W . Clifford, junr., 6 . E. J. Boot 7, Pte P. 
Prico 8 .

LLANDAFF DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION*
SUCCESSFUL AN N U AL MEETING AT CARDIFF.

Tho annual meeting of the Llandaff Diocesan Association was held 
at Cardiff on Boxing Day, and, notwithstanding that train arrange
ments were curtailed, ther0 was a good attendance, the Glamorgan
shire members especially mustering well, but several abstained from 
attending in order to  carry out the suggestion made through thc Press 
that the public should nbt travel more than was absolutely necessary 
so as to  enable the trains to  carry those serving King and country. 
Members began to muster soon after 10 a.m. a t  St. John’s, and a 
party, including Mr. J . H . Shepherd, o f  Swindon, was made up to 
go over to W hitchurch, three miles distant, to try the ring of six 
(tenor 14), cwt.). *A mishap on tho road to the m otor bus made the 
journey longer than was anticipated, but 011 arrival thc first to  be met 
was a band from Caerphilly, who, by the way, had called at 
Llanwlicn. where there is a fight ring o f  six. After all had tried their 
hand, steps wer? made for  Llandaff Cathedral, about, a milo and 
a lfalf away. There the bells were quickly raised, and Ch«se that had 
not hoard the peal before expressed the opinion that they are a good 
lot. A fter touches o f Grandsire Triples, the ringers returned i «  Car
diff, and, on the way across Llandaff fields, the bells o f St. John's 
could be heard beautifully.

TH E BUSINESS MEETING.
A short service, conducted by the Vicar, the Rev. Canon Hender

son, was held at 3 p.m ., which was followed by touches on the bells 
until half-past four, and this finished the ringing for  the day. A move 
was then made to the Grand Hotel, where arrangements hatf been 
made to hold the business part of the proceedings. Tho chair was 
taken by the Rev. Cauon Henderson, who was supported by the two 
•hurch wardens.

The Hon. Secretary read a post card, which he had received on 
thc previous day from  Mr. A . Peppiu, a member o f the Association, now 
a prisoner of war in Germany, acknowledging his grateful thanks to #. 
all those that had subscribed at the Pentre meeting towards sending 
him a parcel.

The election o f officers was then proceeded with, Mr. J . Prickett, of 
Chepstow, being unanimously elected Master for  the ensuing year; the 
two hon. secretaries (Rev. Connop L. Price and Mr. J. W . Jones) wero 
re-elected, and Mr. F . Chamberlain, and Mr. S. Dawe wor0 elect ed 
auditors.

All Saints*, Newport, was selected as the place for tho next annual 
meeting, Llanfrechfa for  the next Monmouthshire quarterly meeting, 
and W hitchurch for  the next G1 amorganshire meeting.

New members were elected from Caerphilly, and also the wholo o f 
the ringers at Llaugonovd Church, thus adding one more tower to the 
Association's list.

Tho Hon. Secretary announced that one o f the members, Mr. Dan 
Morgan, o f Rumney. had been killed in action, and a vote o f con
dolence was passed by all standing in silence. I t  is with regret also 
that news has now been received o f the death o f  Mr. F. G. Lewis, one 
of the Llanfrechfa ringers, who has been killed in action.

A t the close of the meeting, the V icar welcomed the Association to 
Cardiff. H e dw elt at some length on th© history o f bells, both Eng
lish and foreign, but nowhere had he heard bells rung as in England. 
He would, he said, be always delighted to d o  what he could for 
ringers, and as regards the bells, i f  what he had been readiug lately, 
that bells were introduced to drive away evil spirits, was true, lie 
hoped Cardiff bells would ring, and not stop again until all the 
“ devils ”  were driven out o f Cardiff. He mentioned that in the past 
therc appeared to have been a gap between the ringers and ih c  church 
officers, but he was glad to think this had been removed, and he would 
be only too pleased to do whai lie could, if his ringers would only ask 
for it H e added that he considered the ringing o f the bells on special 
occasions should be recorded.

Tho H011. Secretary brought to the V icar’s notice the fact lhat not a 
sinirle peal board hung in St. John's tower, mot even to record the fir^t 
neal on the bells, and 4 he reason for it was that a form er V icar oh- 
iected to any neal records being fixed to the wells.— After a word with 
ihe wardens, the V icar announced that there existed no objection now. 
The St. John’s companv will, no doubt, bear this in mind, and do their 
utmost when peace is declared to  score a peal, and havo recorded 
*s suggested.

A votf* o f thanks to the chairman and lo  the churchwardens for 
attending brought, the meeting to a close.

ASSOCIATION ENTERTAINED.
At the invitation o f Mr. W . Hammett, one o f the churchwardens.

V  whole o f the m em b*'« adjourned to an adjoining room, where an 
excellent r*past was waiting, fh^ company being graced with the pre
sence o f several ladies. At the conclusion o f the meal, a musical even
ing was spent, presided over by Mr. W  Belton. The loast. o f “  tli^ 
King *' having been honoured, glees, soles and handbell ringing fol
lowed.— Tho Chairman, on behalf of the St.. John's company, welcomed 
and ap p recia te  the Association for visiting St. John's for  the annual 
meeting. W hat the members had partaken o f  that, evening, together 
with tha whole o f the refreshment* whiok would be required before
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dispersing. w ou ld 'be  kindly provide d by Mr. W . H am m cit.. This an
nouncement was received with loud applause.

The toast o f “  tho donor ”  was then submitted by the Chairman, ami 
received wit* musical honours.—Replying, Mr. Hamm ett said what he 
had done had been a very great pleasure to him, but they really had 
to thank his son, who had expressed a desire to paiiicipate jointly 111 
the expense. (Mr. H a m m e tt  son, by the way, is one o f the St. John s 
ringers but, at present holds a commission in the army, and is now 
serving in France.) H 0 (Mr. Hammett) hoped all had enjoyed them
selves, and at any future time he would be only too pleased to do 
what he coukl for St* John ’s ringers. — His co-warden. Mr. Janies, 
having spoken :n terms o f welcome, the musical part, of the programme 
resumed, and the day's proceedings were brought to* a close by the 
singing of the National Anthem. %

The Association is very much indebted to the St. J oh n s company 
for making such a success o f the gathering, but more especially is it 
indebted to Mr. H. Bolton for his untiring personal efforts in bringing 
about the very best annmial meeting yet held in th0 history of the As
sociation. . .

The bells o f  St. John's were m ade good use o f  during 1110 uay, 
touches o f Ci rands ire and Sted man Triples, Plain Bob, Kent and For
ward M ajor being rung.

A  C H R IS T M A S  R E V IV A L  A T  BE CC LE S.
After several months of silence Rowing principjvHy to the war, and 

Ihe various restrictions at present, in force), Christmas ringing at 
Becclcvi. Suffolk, came as a very welcome revival, and a number of 
touches were accomplished in excellent style by the St. Michael's com
pany, members o f the Norwich Diocesan Association. On Sunday, 
Dec. 24th, several touches of Grandsire Caters were rung for divine 
service in the morning, and also during tho afternoon, and a quarter- 
peal o f Grandsirc Triples (1260 changes) was brought round in capital 
style, in 57 mins.: It. J. Goate 1, Pte E. Pipe 2. G. Baxter 3, J. 
Spaulding 4. C. Parnell 5, E. Etteridge 6, II. Ling (conductor) 7. R. 
Freestone~8.—On Christmas Day. for  7 a.m. Holy Communion, touche* 
o f Grandsire Caters; for 11 a.m. service, 504 Grandsire Triples; and 
for evening prayer and carols, at 4 p.m .. touches o f Grandsire Caters. 
—On Bank Holiday, several touches o f Grandsiro Caters and Grand
sire Triple? were rung during the morning. The following are the 
members who took pant; R. J. Goate (captain). IT. Ling (conductor), 
IT. Reynolds, R . Freestone, R . Rush. B. Etteridge. J Spaulding, C. 
Parnell.: S. Clarke. G. Baxter, T. Holmes and P te E Pipe; Oxford and 

Bucks Light. Infantry, one o f the company, who the members were 
extremely p!<‘2isod to welcome home on a well-earned ten davs’ Christ
mas leave, after several months’ fighting in the Somme battles.

R IN G E R S  E N T E R T A IN  W O U N D E D  S O L D IE R S .
A party of handbell ringers from Hersham gave selections on hand

bells to wounded soldiers and friends at Llandaff Military Hospital, 
W eybridge, on Christmas everting. The following programme was 
much appreciated by all present: W altz, “  Believe me, t.hose endearing 
charms song (with handbell accompaniment), “  Dear old mother ’ *; 
waltz, “  Cinderella '*; air. “  Tho rakes of Mallow ’ • “  A course of 
Grandsire Triples ” ; waltz. “  Merry bells.”  A t the end o f the pro
gramme tho matron voiced the appreciation o f  those present, and 
presented a suitably inscribed book to the ringers as a small token 
of thanks. She also said how good it wa* o f the party to come over 
without remuneration. The ringers were: Mrs. W . Shepherd. Messrs.
F ., F. J . and W . Shepherd, and Mr. J. Emery.

MISCELLANEOUS PERFORMANCES.
M ALDON, E S S E X —At St. M ary's Church, on Sunday. Nov. 5th, 

for morning service. 720 Oxford Treble Bob: E. Mansfield 1, J. H. 
W aldock 2. Sergt.-M ajor II. Finch .3. II. J. Mansfield 4. A. South 
(conductor) 5, F. Chalk 6. Arranged for Sergt-M ajor II. Finch. who 
was home on leuv0 from "  som ewhere "  in France.

D A L TO N -IN -F U RN E SS.-A t Ihe Parish Church, on Sunday. Nov. 
5th. for morning service. 560 Bob M ajor: Miss K. M. Suart 1, Miss 
Lindsay 2. Miss Gilchrist 3. J. Iladdlcston 4, T . Suart 5. T. R. Jack
son 6 . W. S. Forshaw 7. J. Burrows (conductor) 8 ; and for evening 
service, 720 Hob M inor: Mis?. E. M. Suarl 1. Miss Lindsay 2, Miss 
Gilchrist 3. J. Huddleston 4. T. R. Jackson (conductor) 5. W . S. 
Forshaw 6 . J. Burrows 7 (covering).

GLOUCESTER.— On Lord M ayors Day, Nov. 9th. at St. Michael’ s 
Church, a quarter-pe«l o f Grandsire Triples: Edward Pugh 1. Francis
E. H art 2. Ifthomas Newman 3. John Austin 4. Jesse Gillott 5. Ernest
E. T5iivis 6. George Condick (conductor) 7. George Brunsdon 8.

SOT.nrU LL.--O n Saturday. Nov. 11th, on handbells. 180 Doubles, 
l i ‘ ing 120 Grandsire and 60 Stcdm nll: E. C. Shepherd (conductor) 1—2,
G. A. Marlineau 3—4. V . Rigg 5—6. Also 36 Bob Minor. Longest 
length oil handbells by ringers o f  1—2 and 5—6.

LEISTON. SU F F O L K — On Sunday, Nov. 12th, 1056 Kent Treble 
Bob M ajor: I. Titlerton 1, A. Keeblo 2. E. S. Bailey 3. H . J. Button
4. J. M. Bailey 5. G. Wilson (conductor) 6. C, Sampson 7, J . G. Rum- 
Boy 8 . ‘

NOTICES.

L A N C A S H IR E  A SSO C IA TIO N .— Bolton Branch.—  
The next meeting will be held at Bolton Parish Church on 
Saturday, January 6th, 1917. Bells available from 2.30 to
5.30.— Thomas B. YVorsley, Branch Secretary, 19, JPark- 
field Road, Bolton.

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  A SSO C IA TIO N —  
Bristol Branch,— The annual meeting will be held on 
Saturday, Jan. 6th, at St. George’s, Bristol. Bells, 2 till
4.30 ; service to follow ; tea, 5 o'clock. Members are urged 
to attend if possible. Kindly notify by Jan. 2nd to C. J. 
Walton, 4, Jamaica Street, Bristol.

K E N T  C O U N TY  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Lewisham Dis
trict.— Meetings for practice will be held at Bromley (SS. 
Peter and Paul’s) on Saturday, Jan. 6th, St. John’s, 
Deptford, S.E.,on Saturday, Jan. 13th, Bromley (St. Luke's) 
on Saturday, Jan. 20th, and Beckenham, Saturday, Jan. 27th. 
All 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Friends and visitors will be cordially 
welcomed.— T. Groombridge, Hon. Dist. Sec.

L E E D S  A N D  D IS T R IC T  A M A LG A M A TE D  
SO C IE T Y .— The next meeting of the above society will 
be held at Burley (Leeds) to-morrow, Saturday, Jan. 6th. 
Bells available from 2 p.m. Business meeting to follow the 
ceasing of the bells.— William Barton, Hon..Sec., 10, Car
lisle Road, Pudsey.

ST. M A R T IN ’S G U IL D  FO R  T H E  DIOCESE 
OF B IR M IN G H A M .— Established 1755.— Annual Busi
ness meeting will be held at Tamworth Arms Hotel, Moor 
Street, City, on Tuesday, January 9th, 1917, at 7.30 p.m. 
All subscriptions are due at this meeting, and the special 
attention of members whose subscriptions are in arrears is 
directed to Rule 5. The balance sheet and statement of 
accounts for year ending Nov. 30th last will be presented. 
— A. Paddon Smith, Hon. Sec., n ,  Albert Road, Hands- 
worth.

C E N T R A L  N O R T H A N T S  A SSO C IA TIO N .— A 
quarterly meeting of the Kettering District will be held at 
Burton Latimer on Saturday, Jan. 13th. Bells ready 2 p .m .; 
short service 4.15; tea 5 o ’clock. Kindly notify me by 
Wednesday, Jan. 10th.— Robt. F. Turner, Dist. Sec., 160, 
St. Peter’s Avenue, Kettering.

W IN C H E S T E R  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .-P ortsm ou th  
District.— The quarterly meeting of the District w ill.be 
held at Fareham on Saturday, January 13th. Bells avail
able 3 to 5. Tea at Miss Foster's, W est Street, at 5 30 ; 
business meeting after. W ill members kindly let me 
know by Tuesday, 9th, how many will require tea, which 
will be provided free; visitors 1/-.— E. J. Harding, District 
Secretary, 76, Carnarvon Road, Portsmouth.

L A N C A S H IR E  A SSO C IA TIO N  —  M a n ch e s te r  
Branch.— The next meeting will be held at Pendleton 
(St. Thomas’s) 011 Saturday, January 13th. Bells available 
from 3 p.m. till dusk; meeting to follow.— W . W olsten
croft, Branch Sec.

LO N D O N  C O U N TY  A SSO C IA TIO N  (late the St. 
James’ Society.—Established 1824).— A meeting will be 
held at St. Giles', Camberwell, on Saturday, Jan. 13th. 
Tower open from 2.30 to 5 p.m. Business meeting to 
follow at the “  Stirling Castle,” Church St., at 6.30 p.m. 
Social evening with music to follow. Ringers and friends 
welcome.— T. Walker, Hon. Sec.
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K E N T C O U N TY  A S S O C IA T IO N — Maidstone Dis
trict,__A quarterly meeting of the Maidstone District will
take place at Bearstead on Saturday, Jan. 13th, 1917. 
Bells available for ringing at 3 o ’clock. A short service at 
5 o’clock. Tea provided at 6 p.m. Business meeting after. 
— S. Hazelden, Hon. Sec.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Rochdale Branch.—  
The next monthly meeting will be held at Balderstone 
Parish Church, on Saturday Jan. 13th. Bells ready at 
2 o’clock till dusk, meeting to follow.—T. K. Driver, Hon. 
Sec., 132, Morton St., Middleton.

W IN C H E S T E R  D IO CE SA N  G U IL D .— Guildford 
District.— Meetings for practice during the first three 
months of 1917 will be held as follows:—Jan. 13th, Cran
leigh; Jan, 27th, Shalford; Feb. 10th, Cranleigh ; Feb. 24th, 
W orplesdon; March 10th, Shere; March 24th, Clandon ; 
all at 3 p.m. Visitors heartily welcome.—J. J. Jones, 
Hon. Sec.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  & D ISTS. ASSO C IA TIO N  
— Northern Branch.— The next quarterly meeting will be 
held at Old Hill on Saturday, Jan. 20th. Service in the 
Church at 4.45. Tea will be provided, to be followed by 
the meeting in the schools after the service. Bells avail
able for ringing from 3 p.m. until service time. W ill all 
those intending to be at the service and tea kindly let me 
know on or before Wednesday, Jan. 17th ?— E. J. Dowler, 
11, Edward Road, Bournbrook, Birmingham, Branch 
Hon. Sec.

A N C IE N T  SO C IE TY  O F C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S 
(Established 1637).— Meetings will be held at the Coffee 
Pot, W'arwick Lane, E.C., for general business on January 
16th and 30th ; and for handbell practice on the n th  
and 25th. All at 8 p.m. The subscription of is. 8d., 
which entitles members, who seldom attend the meetings, 
to vote on matters of finance, is now due.— William T. 
Cockerill, Hon. Sec., 32, Edgeley Road, Clapham, S.W .

Y O R K S H IR E  ASSO C IA TIO N .— The Hon. Gen. Sec., 
Mr. Clement Glenn, having joined the R.N .V .R ., all 
official communications should, for the present, be sent to 
the President or Hon. Treasurer.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N TY  A SSO C IA TIO N  AN D  
L O N D O N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— North and East 
District.— The Honorary Secretary, Mr. C. T . Coles, 
having joined H .M . Forces, all communications should be 
sent to Mr. W . H. Oram, 25, Crown Street. Harrow, 
until further notice. W ill members and others please 
note?

PEAL BOOKS.— Price 3s., post free 3/6. Peals writ
ten in at 3d. per page. Prices for entering peals in Asso
ciation official peal books upon application.— J. Beams, 
W est Ewell, Epsom.

S IT U A T I O N  W A N T E D .
W A N T E D .—Situation as G A R D E N E R , 22 years' 

experience in all branches; 3^ years in present place; not 
eligible for the army, change ringer on 6, 8, or 10 bells. 
Glamorgan " ‘ or Monmouthshire preferred. —  Apply F. 
Edwards, 38, Ludlow Street, Penarth.

Ueuxllins 
$ James, eta.,

CHURCH BELLS SINGLY OR 
IN RINGS.

Bell Frames in Cast Iron Steel 
and Oak.

Bells tuned on the latest im
proved principles initiated by 

> the late Canon Simpsoif.

CRSTUE GREEN,
H O L ID A Y  A P A R T M E N T S .

RINGERS and visitors to Matlock will find every com- 5ort and convenience at Mrs. H. Paulson’ s, BeecK House.
BRISTOL.
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JAMES BARWELL,
LIMITED,

C h u r c h  B e l l  H o t m d g r s
—  AND —

Church B ell M angers, 
GREAT HAMPTON STR EET,

BIRMINGHAM
Towers and Campaniles Inspected and 

Estimates Furnished to cover every 
Expense. . 

Musical Handbells, in any size and number, 
tor Tune or Change-ringing, in Guaranteed 

Quality.

The Jasper Snowdon Series.
ROPE-SIGHT. la. 6d . ;  sixth ed. 150 pages; treats Plain Bob, com

mencing on three bells.
GRANDSIRE. 2s. Pa.; second ed .; 264 pages; commencing o c  five 

bells; complete with the Thompson Charts, etc., etc.
STANDARD METHODS 6th Edition Now Ready, 2s. 6d.
STEDMAN. 2s. 6d .; 275 pages, by the Rev. C. D. P. Davies, M.A., 

with an appendix by Sir Arthur Heywood, Bart., etc., etc.
TREBLE BOB. Part I. Is. 6d . ; second ed .; with appendix; 100 

closely printed pages. Part II ., suited for Conductors only; 
very scarce; 2s. l j d . ; 236 pages.

DOOBLE N ORW ICH  C. B. Major. A t present out o f print.
SU RPRISE PKALS. Cambridge, Superlative and London; compiling.

All post free, on receipt o f postal order, from

Mrs. LAURA SNOWDON, Cartmel, Lancashire.

ALFRED BOWELL. 
CHURCH B E L L  FO U N D ER ,

ipsWieH-
JOHN SM ITH  & SONS

<•» M idland C lock  W orks,

DERBY
pV)

c v S ?
Telegraphic Address
* Clocks, Derby."
Tel. No. 569 _  _  .  _

M AKERS OF CLOCKS AND
•  ^ —^ 1  « Q f / I  • CHIMES for S. Paul’s Cathtdral

» f IJ?,ver,ley Minster, Selby Abbey, Truro 
. Cathedral, Thnrles Cathedral, Trinity College, Cam* 

bridge, Belfast Assembly H all, Magdalen College. Oxford, 
. aild .VJAny .°H,.0r8, to Grimtborpe’s designs. -  In 1897,

i u t i n e  to (he \ fear o f Mfnchinharopton, I^ord Qiim thorpo said Smith 
ol will clock you in the beat way aud as near eternity as possible.-

r ‘ THE WORLD S BEST” 
BELLROPES

PROVED IN TH E RINGING OF THE 
W O RLD ’S RECORD PEAL.

S p lic in g  and R ep a irs

P rice List 
o f  the 

S ole  M aker,

John Pritchard,
Swan Street, 

LOUGHBOROUGH.
Established over a HUN DRED YEAR S.

Unique for Presentation.
An Inkstand in the design of a Well-shaped Bell

This charm ing model in Solid Hall Marked Silver 
will make a most appropriate and useful Gift.

It can be supplied in the following sizes:— 
Diameter 2^in. 2fin. 3jin. 3^in. 4m. 4--Jin. 5 m, 
Price ... 10/6 16/-  21/ -  26/6 32/6 42/- 55/ 
Monogram or Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges.

J n m W T U ' P D  Goldsmith and • vUlViiJillXl, Silversmith,
W O K I N G

(M A K E R  O F  T H E  R IN G E R S ' B A D G E .)

THOM AS POBLE & SOW, Church Bell- 
Hangers, TAUNTON—Bells Hung on the 
most approved principles Old Bells Re-c&st, 
New Bells supplied, Ropes of the best makn, 
Ellacombe’s Chiming Apparatus fixed, Hand
bells in sets, Chromatic or Diatonic-

THE BADGE OF THE CRAFT
A B eautifu lly  E xecuted

R ING ERS’ P EN D A N T
in d o ld , S ilver or Bronze. 
S pecia lly  Su itab le  fo r  Oifta.

Prices, Gold (9 carat) 21/- , Silver 4/6 
Bronze 2/9 (post free).

J. COMBER, Goldsmith and Jeweller,
Telephone ; 171 Woking. W O K I N G

Printed for  the Proprietors by the W o o d b r id g e  P r e s s , L td ., 
G u ild ford , and Published by Messrs. W m . D a w s o n  &  S o n s  
L id ,  Cannon H ou se,B ream 's Buildings, L pqdon , B .C .
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Gillett & Johnston
CROYDON, Surrey. 

BELLS, CLOCKS, CARILLONS.

S  *
.S t .  P e te r ’s Co lleg ia te  Church , 

W o lve rham p ton . 
T®nor (33 cwt.) o f  th e  New Ring ot 12.

W D LFRD N  CHAMBERS, W OLVERHAM PTON, 
MESSRS. GILLETT and JOHNSTON, CROYDON, *>h March, 111*. 
Santlemen,

The re-oaiting of the peal of ten belli with the addition of two 
aew onei in the tower of Bt. Peter'i Collegiate Cbnrch, WoWerhampion, 
reoently carried out by you bai proved m oit lucceu fu l, a id  f i r m  
general iat>faotion.

I am authorised by the Rector and W arden! to aay how pleawd 
tkey are with the result. In the opinion of thoie well qualiied to 
iudg«, we hare now, undoubtedly, one of the belt peali in the Kingdom.

Y ou n  faithfully, F. T. BECK,
Architect, Dioooaan Surveyor

MODERN W O RK

A BELFRY DANGER.
From time to time we hear "of valuable bells being 

damaged by the thoughtless or ignorant acts of those who 
have access to belfries. Another case has just been 
brought to light by the Master of the Winchester Guild 
(the Rev. C. E. Matthews), from whose letter in the 
“  Winchester Diocesan Chronicle ” — the official publication 
of the diocese--it appears, that a t’ some church in the 
Winchester Archdeaconry a sixteenth-century bell has been 
irretrievably ruined by the bell being pulled off while the 
chiming apparatus remained in action. Such an accident 
as the cracking of a bell is always a matter for deep regret, 
but it is particularly lamentable when it occurs through 
avoidable causes; and the Rev. C. E. Matthews does 
useful service in calling the attention of incumbents to the 
danger to valuable church property which arises when 
proper instructions are not given, or remain unobserved, 
in regard to bells.

It was not long ago that a bell at Exeter Cathedral had 
to be recast, through cracking by coming in contact with 
the chiming hammer, and the loss of this old bell in the 
Winchester district emphasises the need for more general 
care. Most of the danger arises, we think, from the fact 
that it is not always the same people who use the chiming 
apparatus who ring the bells; and if incumbents are to 
frame instructions, one of the most important and the one 
that should be placed and remain in the most conspicuous 
position, is that directing the user of the chiming apparatus 
to put it out of gear immediately it is finished with. This 
is a much simpler operation than lowering and pulling up the 
bells between each service, which is another safeguard 
which the Master of the Winchester Guild advocates. 
T h is latter precaution is the counsel of perfection, but it is 
not always practicable between the services on a Sunday, 
while, where there is not a band capable of pulling bells up 
or running them down in peal, there is much to be said for 
avoiding, as far as possible, the jangling, which raising and 
falling the bells singly or in twos and threes, gives rise to.

Where a band is capable, there is nothing nicer, as a 
good finish to a well-struck touch, than a rhythmical 
lowering o f the bells in peal; but where it cannot be done 
properly, there is nothing more grating to the ears of the 
public outside. Raising and lowering in peal is a 
thing which might with advantage be practised a 
great deal more, but even so, it would not always 
be practicable to run the bells down at every 
service. Whether they should be left up throughout the 
week is another matter, but the first precaution that is 
necessary to protect bells from damage by the chiming 
apparatus being left in gear, is to impress the danger of 
such an action upon the user of it, and to keep his memory 
alive to the subject by a conspicuous notice placed where 
he cannot fail to see it every time he goes to the ropes.
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CHARLES CARR, LTD,

SM E TH W IC K , 
BIRM INGHAM

OPINION O F  O U R  
M O D E R N  W O R K .

Broomfield Vicarage.
Cholmaford.

D « t  Sirs,
1 have great pleasure instating 

that we are perfectly satisfied  with 
the B a n n er  in which you have 
carried  out the w ork entrusted to  
YOU of re-arranging and re-hanging 
the Broomfield Church Bella.

We consider that the work re
flects great credit upon your firm, 
and beliere that your system of 
hanging the belle reduces the vibra
tion of tho ateel frame aupplied by 
you to a minimum.

I'be CHURCH W ARDENS unite 
with M l  In thla expression of
o olalon. The BKLI.RINQKRS are 
a tso unanimous in their pralae of 

j t  alterations eflectod by you.
Youra truly,

Ca& S. EDMUNDS,
Vloar of Broomfield. 

Messrs C. CARR, LTD.
Smethwick.

Kindly aak os to Inapect, Report 
od Tender before deoldlng jonr 

Ooatract, — we may be able to 
iialst you.

BELLS
FOR CHDRCHB8,

S I N G L Y ,
O R  IN  P B A L S .

CHIMES FOR CLOCKS
P e a l s  A u g m e n t e d , 

C r a c k e d  B e l l s  R e c a s t

FRAMES
I n  B e s t  S e a s o n e d  O a k , 

S t e e l  o r  I r o n .

Cbiming Machines.
Beat W orkm anship and 

Satisfaction Guaranteed

FITTINGS
OF ALL KINDS.

A R T IS T IC  W R O U G H T  IR O t- 
B R A C K E T S ,

.MJ.LLB1BLK IftOM B U l U t .
B u t  b i l l  B o f is .  

REPAIRS AND B B H A N SIH  
ID ILL BKASC2 KS.

BBLLHANnCRS Bent to fn ipeci 
a n d  r e p o rt  00  Bells a n d  Towers

SEND FOB CATALOGUE.

ESTABLISHED 1760.

JOHN NICOLL,
Churoh Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,

% QUEEN’S ROAD, PECKHAM, LONDON, S.E.
T w o minutes from  Q u een 's R oad  Station, L .B . & S .C . Railw ay)

Late 188, Keeton’s Road, Bermondsej.

Makar to St. P au l's  Cathedral, W estm inster A bbey , Im perial Institutes 
C an terbu ry , Edinburgh, St. A lban 'e, L incoln , Durham , P eterborough 
M elbourne (Australia), R ochester, D ublin, St. Patrick 's, M anchester 

and W oreeater Cathedrals eto.. etc.

EIGHT BELL PEAL.
D R IG H L IN G T O N , Y O R K S H IR E .

T H E  Y O R K S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .
( W e s t e r n  B r a n c h .)

Uh Tuesday, December 26th, 1916, in Three Hours and F ivi Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t .  P a u l ,

A PEAL OF KEN T TR EB LE BOB M AJOR, 5088 CHANGES; 

T en or 16 cw t.
. ...TrebleJa m e s  C o t t e r e l l  

F ir t h  H o f w o o d . . .  
A l b e r t  N o r t h  ... 
W il l ia m  Jo y c e  .. .

P e r c y  J . J o h n so n  . . . 
Jo h n  P a l f r a m a n  . . .  
Jo s e p h  B r o a d l e y  . . .  
T h o m a s  B . K e n d a l l

• 5 
. 6
• 7
. Tenor

C om p osed  by  J. P l a t t  and conducted  by Jam es C o t t e r e l l .  
R ung with the bells^half muffled as a tribute o f respect to M r. 

H o p w o o d 's  on ly  son and the follow ing parishioners w ho have fallen 
in the w a r : W . Battye, W . T h ornton , E . C layton, and J. W . 
H orsfa ll.

R O L L  O F  H O N O U R .
From SI. Michuel’fl, Stoko-in-Coventry:

Corpl. W . Pryco, XIVt.li Corps Schools, Franco.
Wheeler A. Roberts, A .S.C ., now in Salouica.
Pto F. Porvin, A.O.C.
Pie P. Andrews, Royal Fusiliers, now in Frajico.
Pte E. H . Johnson, 31x1 Royal Warwicks.

From All Saints’ , Allesley:
Pto G. H. Kettle. 92iul T .R . Battn., Chisledon Camp.

From Christ Church, Mitcham Surrey:
Sapper A lfred Miller, 6th Provl. Coy. R .E ., Chatham (making 

the 8th m ember from this tower).
From St. Peter’ s Guild. Stauuton-on-Arrow:

Sapper C. L. Powell, R.E.
From Beoston Parish Church, N otts: •
_ Pte Albert Coppock Notts and Derby Regt.

From Bolsover, Derbyshire:
Gunner F. W . Bemrose, R .F .A .. now at Ripon.

From Bushey, Herts:
' Air-Mechanic P. Parslow, R .F .C ., now in France.

S U D B U R Y  R I N G E R  K I L L E D  I N  A C T I O N .
The r i s e r s  o f Sudbury, Suffolk, have lost a much-respected col

league, Mr. C. W . Lee, who was killed in r.ction in France in Novem
ber. The deceased was the only son o f  Mr. W . Lee, another well- 
known Sudbury ringer, t ho m et with an unfortunate accident at Slid- 
bun- Railway Station siding soin„ few weeks back. His brother 
ringers sympathise with him in the loss o f  his sou. and wish him a 
spec-dy recovery from rlie effects o f his accident. As a  tribute to tho 
memory o f  the young soldier, half-muffled touches o f  Grandsire Triples 
" 'ere rang on tho bells o f  A lf Saints’ Church, on December 16tli, by 
tho follow ing: C. Poulson, A. Symonds and S. H . Symonds (Lavcu- 
ham), A. Pern-, G. Tatum, A. Scott, S. J. Howell, A. Cardv (Sud
bury).

. RINGERS IN ACCIDENT.
As the ringers were making homewards they were almost run down 

by a motor-car on the Market Hill. Mr. A. Symonds being nearly 
under the off-side front wheel, and Mr. Cardy, more unfortunate, was 
knocked down under the bonnet o f  the car, and slightly injured in the 
back. The rest happily escaped.

This accident provided a curious coincidence. On the 100th anni
versary o f the death o f Lord Nelson tlie bells o f All Saints’ Church 
wore rung, muffled, aud Mr. Symonds, who had been assisting the 
Sudbury ringers, went up to the bells with Mr. Cardy, after the ring
ing, to remove the muffles. Whil^, they were doing this, Mr. Symonds 
slipped off the fram e under the tenor, cutting his head and hurting 
his shoulder. A fter ringing muffled for  the late Mr. Lee. f.he' other day. 
the same two went up to take off th0 muffles, and Mr. Cardy reminded 
his friend o f the previous accident, and warned him not to fall under 
the tenor again, little dreaming that he himself was so near a serious 
mishap. W e are glad to stato that Mr. Cardy was able to  walk home 
after his accident.

C O M M I S S I O N  F O R  B U S H E Y  R I N G E R .
A well-known Bnshey ringer, R obert Stavert, who has been in the 

army since the early stages o f the war, has been given a commission, 
and is now Second-Lieutenant in the 3rd City o f  London Regiment.

C H R IS T M A S  P A R C E L S  T O  A C T IV E  S E R V IC E  M E M B E R S .
Following their exam ple o f last year the ringers o f St. George’s 

Society, Clun, Salop, dispatched to their five absent members a Christ
mas parcel, each containing plum-pudding, plum cake, chocolates, 
r-'ooa and milV, and oigaretfes. The parcels duly reached their des
tinations, and, needless to say, were much appreciated.
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O X FO R D  D IO C E SA N  GUILD.
SONNING D EANERY AN NUAL M EETING.

The annual general m eeting o f the Sonning Deanery Branch was 
held on Saturday, at St. Paul's, W okingham. Evensong was said in 
church at 5.30 b.y the Rector (the Rev. II. M. W alter). The Rev. F. 
M. Caulfield read the lesson.

An eloquent address was given by the Rev. S. M. W inter, V icar of 
W argravc, who, basing his discourse 011 Judges xiv. 14, graphically 
showed, by reference to the war, how out o f peril came forth sweet
ness; out o f  death a new sort o f  life ; out o f  dry bones a busy hive 
o f industry; out o f a barren field a fruit which shall be sweet to 
those that come after. The new binding love o f the different parts 
o f the Empire, the truly national government, Ihe triumph o f science 
over malaria, septic poisoning, and the prevention thus o f war wast
age, all gave cause for thanks lo  God. Applj’ ing the text to their 
belfries at. home, he said the bells played their pari—in peace and in 
war. In olden days they rang the alarm, now they hung in silent 
protest. Might they again ring out. in due time, on the conclusion o f 
peace— such a peace that they m ight thank God for, and that would 
advance His Kingdom. Could they not thank God already for many 
things in the belfry—this and that man readily answering the call of 
King and country, the noble self-sacrifice o f  those whose lives had 
been laid down? All, too had learned more o f the value o f prayer, 
more of the old bolfry rule that M Those who ring the bells lo  call 
others to church should themselves All their place in God's house.”  
They thought, less o f themselves, and were more determined to do 
their w ork; though there were none to praise them (visitors to the 
belfry being but few), they would have learned something that 
was good during the war, each man doing his part “  a* unto God. a n ’ 
not unto men.”  Thus they gave their answer to th0 riddle.

The discourse was followed with mlich interest. A shorj war inter
cession followed, and the service closed, with the National Anthem.

Tea followed, in the Parish Room , the Rev. R . IT. TIart-Davis pre 
siding. Among those. present were: Revs. H . M. W alter, B . Long 
fAll Saints', W okingham), A. P. Carr (St. Sebastian's, Wokingham).
S. M. W inter, E. E. Broome (Hurst), branch hon. sec., and P. Nichol? 
fAll Saints', W okiugham ); also Mrs. Broome and Mr. G. N. Dur- 
bridge (organist), and Mr. Saunders, nn old ringer. There were also 
present 49 ringers, including three ladies. A fter the final grace, th 
National Anthem was sung.

A t the business meeting, over which the chairman o f the branch, the 
Rev. R . TI Hart-Da vis presided, letters of regret- fo -  absence were 
announced from Lieut. Breach and the Rural Dean (the Rev. G. F 
Coleridge). TH E  AN NUAL REPORT.

The H on. Secretary presented tlie report and balance sheet. Ii 
eluding former members now at th e ' front, they numbered 194 men 
hers, made up o f : L ife  members, 5 ; honorary, 29: change ringer? 
132: probationers. 11; lifo  subscribers. 9. Of a total o f 152 ringers, 4 
were on active service. The balance in hand was £7 13s. 8d.. compar 
ing well with the £3 IBs. Id . o f  last year. Mrs. Finch, o f Hurst, b> 
death, and Mr. Hankev, W okingham, by removal, had been lost a? 
hon. members. H e congratulated the Rev. A. E. Cousins, once a 
Sandhurst ringer, now a Chaplain o f H.M . Forces, on winning the 
Military Cross. G. Collins and E. Lloyd were still missing, with a 
slight hope o f their being prisoners o f war. He regretted the loss 
(killed in action) o f  S. Gearing (Binfield) and A. V . Loader (All 
Saints’ , W okingham).

The report and balance sheet were adopted. The Rev. R . H . Hart- 
Davis was heartily thanked, and re-elected chairman. The Rev. E. 
Broome was thanked, and re-elected hon. secretary, the chairman re
marking how excellently M r. Broome had carried out his duties 
ever since 1892, when first elected.

Tho Rev. B . Long thanked the Vicar o f W argrave for  his address, 
the Rector o f St. Paul’s  for  the use o f the church and parish room, 
and tho organist for  his capable services. H e also congratulated the 

Vicar of W argrave on the restoration o f his church and bells.—Each 
gentleman suitably responded. Foremen o f towers were then re
appointed. v iz .?  Arbourfield, S. Embler; Barkham, A. C ook: Bin
field, II. Bungay; Easthampstead. W . Newton (deputy): Finchamp- 
stead, W . Goddard: Hurst. Jos. W hite: Hurst (ladies). Miss R oe; 
Sandhurst, IT. W atts: Sonning, G. J. W right; Tw yford. F . D entry ; 
Wargravo, W . Easterling: W okingham (All Saints’), S. P aice: W ok
ingham (St. Paul's), T. Houlton. Messrs. pentry , Moth. S. Paice and 
W  right, were re-elected on the Guild Genera! Committed.

Tho Chairman said if that, year saw the end o f  the war, lie hoped 
to see also their Guild Festival at Oxford, with their Bishop, if pos
sible, again to preach the sermon. Their fluild Master (Rev. C. W . 0 . 
Jenkyn) had, since their last annual meeting, won the Military Cross 
(applause). He would write and tell him how they applauded that 
statement. In printing the Guild report, expenses would be reduced 
to a minimum. The income was £105. expenditure £46 onlv. They 
had also £22 in the reserve fund, beside that balance o( £60. Money 
would be wanted for the festival, which should be well done. He 
regretted Go.-emment regulations did not permit o f ringing, as usual, 
after their meeting.

The RCv, B. Long thanked the chairman for his services of the past 
year.

S A L IS B U R Y  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .
DEVIZES BRAN CH  AN NUAL MEETING.

On Saturday last, the annual m eeting o f the Devizes Branch o f  the 
Salisbury Guild was held at St. John's Church, Devizes, and there 
was also ringing towers o f St. M ary’s, Devizes, and St. James’ , South
broom. The authorised Guild service was held at St. John's, the 
Rector (the Rev. A. H . T. Clarke) officiating, and Mr. II. H . Baker 
kindly presiding at the organ. Afterwards tea was partaken o f at 
Mr. Gould's Cafe in the Market Place, to  which 17 sat down, including 
thc Rector and Mrs. H . Brownlee W est, o f Avalon.

The business meeting, which followed, was presided over by Mr. S. 
Hillier, supported by the hon. secretary. Mr. H. Brownlee W est, and 
ringers from the towers o f St. John’s, St. M ary’s, St. James'. South
broom, Holt, Chirton, Bromham. Swindon, and Bishop's Cannings.

The secretary’s annual report was presented, from which it appears 
that eleven meetings had been held in the branch during the past, 
vcar, with an average attendance o f  26, a considerable increase over 
the previous* year, in spite o f the great depletion caused by the war. 
Thc towers o f Holt and Seend had withdrawn from their affiliation to 
the Guild, but. on the other hand. Bratton, Steeple Ashton, Erchfonl, 
and Upavon, had again re-entered the fold. Eleven honorary mem
bers had kindly contributed to  the support o f  the Guild, and three new 
life ringing members had been elected during the year. The total 
membership o f the branch fo r  1916 stood as follows: Change ringors, 
111: round ringers, 142; honorary members, 11; total, 264, o f whom 81' 
are at the war.

The balance sheet for the year proved to  be satisfactory. • Although 
no subscriptions had been received from tho 81 members with the 
forces, there was still a respectable balance to be carried forward lo  
1917. ,

The chairman. Mr. H illier, and the secretary. Mr. TT. Brownlee W est, 
w 're , with unanimous consent, re-elected to  office fop another year, 
with many thanks for tlieir past services, and a hearty vote o f thanks 
*o the R ector o f Devizes and the V icar o f Southbroom for  the use o f 
lie rhurch bells, and 'Iso to the organist o f St. Jolin’ si, brought a very 
ilcasnnt and successful meeting to  a  close.

R IN G IN G  D A Y  A T  S A L E H U R S T , S U S S E X .
Continuing a very old custom, the ringers o f St. M ary's Church, 

-alehurst, assisted by a few friends, m et at the belfry on ATew Year’ s 
'ay to welcome in 1917. The bells were rung at intervals from 10 
.m. till dusk, and among other touches, 1260 Grandsire Triples (con

ducted by Mr. C. Tribe) and 1344 o f  Grandsire Triples (conducted by 
Mr. A. E. Edwards) wero successfully brought round. In addition to 
the local ringers there wer0 also present Messrs. W . Franks and W . 
Thomas (Battle), C. Tribe (Tenterden) and W . H . Lam bert (Benen- 
den). True ringers' grit was shown by Mr. Lam bert, who, although 
well advanced in years, walked from Benenden and back, a distance 
o f  nine Or ten miles each way. A t 5 p.m . an excellent lea was par
taken o f at the Old Eight Bells Inn, when the Vicar, the Rev. C. E. 
W ard. M .A., occupied the chair, and was supported by Mr. B. V. 
Leigh Smith, o f Scalands, while Mr. W . H . Perry was in the. vice
chair.

Tho V icar heartily thanked the men for their regular attendance at 
Sunday ringing, welcomed tho visitors, and expressed thc hope that 
before their ringing day next year peace would be proclaimed. — In 
replying. Mr. Franks', o f  Battle, and Mr. T. Booth (local captain) both 
thanked the V icar for  bis kind words, and remarked how lucky the 
Saleluirst ringers were in securing the services o f Mr. A. E. Edwards, 
late o f Barcombe.

The usual loyal and patriotic toasts having been honoured, the re
mainder o f the evening was spent in handbell ringing and harm ony.— 
A t the close, a lieartv vote o f thanks was accorded Host and Hostess 
Kirbv (ringers’ true friends) for the excellent spread they had pro
vided. -----------------------

L A N C A S H I R E  R IN G E R ’S D E A T H .
MR. CHARLES SHARPLES. OF AUGHTON.

There passed peacefully awav, last month, at Aughton, Lancs. Mr. 
Charles Sharpies, who for  upwards o f 25 years had been captain o f 
tho ringers o f Christ Church, where he had been a ringer from the 
time the bells were installed, close upon 40 years ago. Deceased 
had taken pan in about 50 peals in the standard methods, and had 
conducted a fair number o f  peals o f Grandsire. He was a member 
o f  the Liverpool Diocesan Guild, and attended the last meeting o f 
that, society when it. was amalgamated with the Lancashire Associa
tion.

Hi*? remains were laid to rest beneath the shadow o f the lower he 
loved so well, the funeral service being conducted bv the Rector of 
Aughton (the Rev. R. F. Markham. M .A .). Six o f  the local band 
acted as bearers, and before and after the service the bells were rung 
half-muffled in Stedman Triples, b y : Messrs. W . Fairclough, W . 
Rentliam, J. Enstliam. H . J. Morley, W . Gibbons, W . Rimmer and J. 
Gardner (of Aughton), E. Caunce (Liverpool), and J. Park and J. E  
Sholicar (Ormskirk). Amongst thc many beautiful floral tributes w a' 
one from the members o f the band, o f which ho bad been Ihc re
spected head fo r  so many year*.
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MEARS & 
STAINBANK

F o u n d r y  
E s t a b l i s h e d  
A.D . 1 6 7 0 .

2
Bellfounders & Bellhangers,

in & 34, Whitechapel Road, 

LONDON, E.

T e n o r  Bell, 25J cwt., o f  th e  new ring 
. o f  Ten  a t  St. P e te r ’s, B righton.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
For Rehanging, Retuning and Recasting.

Musical Handbells In sets, Bell Ropes, &c.

At the Handbell Contest held annually in Manchester the 
First Prize for the last 16 years has been awarded to bauds 
using our bells, and on fourteen of those occasions they have gained 
he Second Prize also.

T H E  D A N G E R  OF L E A V IN G  B E L L S  “ UP.”
W INCH ESTER GU ILD M ASTER'S APrEAL.

In  the “  Winchester Diocesan Chronicle ”  for January, tho Rev. C
E. Matthews, Master o f  U10 W inchester Diocesan Guild, draws thc 
attention o f church authorities to the danger o f  leaving bells “  up .’ ’ 
He writes:—

“  May I  call the attention o f all incumbents and churchwardens 
who possess a  chim in" apparatus in their belfries, to the urgent 
necessity o f having som0 definite and printed regulations as lo  its 
use? A  most unfortunate accident occurred lately in the Winchester 
Archdeaconry. Thc bells had been le ft 1 up '* between the morning 
nnd afternoon services. By somo means ,or other, the chiming ap
paratus had not, been thrown out o f gear. Thp consequence was 
that a valuable old bell, cast in A.D. 1582, was hopelessly cracked, 
nnd must be recast. In these times, when most o f the older and 
m ore experienced ringers are serving their country, many willing but 
inexperienced lads hav(. taken their places, and sometimes it may 
happen that, the foreman or stoeplc-keeper is absent. The authori
ties in charge o f all peals should (1) make som e fixed rules that 
either the 1m*1!s should be rung, or the chiming apparatus used at 
certaiu services; (2) issue an order to (lie ringers that the bells are 
never to be kept * up * between services, but. always lowered. The 
custom of keeping bells * up ’ is both dangerous and lazy, and is 
entirely unnecessary.”

M ETHOD C O N S T R U C T IO N .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir.—In reply (o  your two correspondents o f  last week—Mr. 
Cleal and Mr. H . W . Fright—let me once m oro reiterate that we have 
passed the stage o f  theorising in method construction, and we know 
as an absolute fact that Touches, Methods, Principles and Systems, 
are produced by bobs (or by bobs and extremes) made in t-lie Quick 
and Slow primary principles, separately or in combination.

In both Quick and Slow primary principles the fundamental row is 
always first, and on all numbers o f bells from three upwards, thc last 
row before the fundamental row conies up again in a simple trans
position row.

Every Touch, Method, Principle or System in which the bobs (or 
bobs and extremes) have been properly duplicated in the first lead or 
division also have a simple transposition row at- tho lead end or divi
sion end. as the case may be.

There are never m ore than two round blocks o f any Touch. Method, 
Principle or System, starting from the fundamental row, which, when 
proved by Reciprocal proof, will have only one false row— a simple 
transposition row—and the ono false row on all numbers—Even or Odd 
— is the lead end or the division end which comes a t hand-stroke.

Reciprocal proof is proving row against row b y . transposition, using 
the altered |>ositions o f the bells from the fundamental row, and 
once it is fully understood there is no further use for  argument on 
Method construction, everything becomes as simple as tho fact that 
twice two make four.

A t some future date, with your permission, I  will trv and explain 
to readers o f  “  The Ringing W orld "  the tw o kinds o f proof—R e
ciprocal and Eouivalent— that I make use o f  in examining methods, 
but at present. I have not tho spare time to go into the m atter.— 
Yours faithfully, GEORGE RAKER.

Brighton.

“ D IX O N ’S V A R I A T I O N S . ’ ’
To the Editor.

Dear Sir—I was interested in loading the account o f “  Dixon's 
Variations '* in J. J. J .'s  article on “  Ancient Ringing Perform ances.-’ 
I may say that I  knew t-he composer, Mr. Dixon, in years gone by. 
also Mr. Hollis and Messrs. S. Black, senr. and junior. Thc method 
referred to was very much practised in the district mentioned about 
50 or 60 years ago. It  is simply Bob Minor is  which the following 
rules aro observed:—A B ob is m ade in the usual way whenever the 
second or fourth lead, and whenever the tenor dodges behind with 
any boll except the fifth at a lead end. This rule affects the treble, 
as well as any other bell, if she happens lo  lie in fourth 's placo when 
the call is made, thus:—

514632 
541362 

Bob 453126 
435162/
.341526

• 314256
A single is made in tho usual way whenover the tenors dodge to

gether behind, and an "  extreme "  whenever tho tenor dodges in 3—4 
at a lead end. Extremes arc made thus:—

125634
126534

The peal contains 136 bobs. 6 singles, and 4 extremes. I have never 
heard o f  any attempt to apply the method to more than 'ix  bell*.— 
Yours, etc. J . R . JERRAM .

Salisbury, ..
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DEATH OF MR. ALFRED W . GRIMES.
REM ARKABLE RECORDS IN RINGING RECALLED.

It is with sincere regret that wo have to announce the <leath o 
that splendid ringer and right good fellow, Mr. Alfred W . Grimes 
who, after an illness extending over many months, ha.s passed awaj 
at Uio residence o f his parents, at Debenham, a t the comparative!} 
oarlv age o f 35 years. Tho disease to which Mr. Grimes has suc
cumbed was contracted from a chill, pleurisy and pneumonia subse
quently supervening. For some time. Mr. Grimes, was in Ipswich 
Hospital, and after his discharge went to Debenham for a change be
fore returning to his London home. For a whil0 he seemed improved 
in health, bub'latterly he got much worse, and the end was not un
expected. Much sympathy will go out to his wife, who is left with a 
family of six young children (the oldest only nine and the youngest a 
month old), and to the other relatives who are left to mourn their 
loss..

A lf. Grimes was one o f those great ringers who are born and not 
made. He was in the very first, flight oj practical exponents o f the 
art. and no man ever did so much ringing in so short, a time as he. 
H** was tlio cheeriest o f optimists, and his genial nature made him a 
liost of friends. Ringers in London, where he did the principal part

o f his ringing, will deeply regret his loss, and the Exercise generally 
is the poorer for his death, which took place on Wednesday o f last 
week. PF.AL RINGING E X T R A O R D IN A R Y.

B om  at C opdock,. near Ipswich, on January 30th, 1881. Alfred W il
liam Grimes spent rhe early part o f his life  a t Debenham; where, 
under the tuition o f his father, Mr. W illiam Grimes, one o f the best 
known ringers in the Eastern Counties, he learnt to master a bell at 
an early ago. and had instilled into him that greatest o f all good 
ringing essentials, accurate striking. His first peal was ruiag at 
Thornden on November 21st. 1896, and consist-ed o f seven 720’s o f Bob 
Minor. His second was on February 27th, 1897. at Debenham, where, 
also, he called his first peal. H e rang over fifty peals in the Deben
ham district, and then migrated to London, where, for a time, hc re
mained practically outside ringing. He re-entered it  again in 1909, 
when, while on a visit to Debenham, ho met some o f th0 band from 
St.. John’s, W aterloo Road, London, who wero spending a holiday in 
the district. He was iHvited to m eet them when they all got back 
to town, and this he did, joining the society to which he continued 
to bo attached. Opportunities for  ringing cam e his way, not only at 
St. John's, but with the College Youth* and the Middlesex Associa^ 
tion, and other societies which touched the London area, and in addi
tion to being always ready to take his place for scrvice ringing, and 
at the many practices held in tho Metropolis, he soon took enthusi
astically to peal ringing, in which, in the years 1912 and 1913 he sot 
up a record unequalled by any other ringer. In  the first o f  these two 
years he rang 114 peals, and in the second 136. making exactly,250.

SOME MEMORABLE PERFORMANCES.
Mr. Grimes was ono o f those ringers who was at home in any 

method and on any bell. H e could strike 11 hi# ono as well as a small 
one, and was always ready to tackle an awkward job . No method 
presented any difficulties to  him, and he was just, as happy ringing

Bob Major as ho was Cambridge Maxitnus. To him tho ringing was 
tho thing, and, as long as it  was good, he got pleasure out o f it. He 

>uld always be relied upon, not. only to be in his place when waubod 
;ut to ring his bell, however difficult the method, without a mistake 
ilany o f his peals were not'abic. He took part in thc 15,264 Bristol 
Surprise record at Hornchurch iu 1912—the longest surprise peal ever 
rung— the first peals o f Cambridge, Bristol and London Surprise in 
Cornwall, the first peal o f London in Devon, fchc first peal o f  Norfolk 
Surprise in Londen, Kent, Essex and Norfolk, the first peal o f For
ward in London, and the first peal o f Bristol in the City, the first 
peal o f Cambridge Royal in Essex, and tlie first o f Cambridge Maxi
mus in Cambridgeshire, and the first peals o f W aterloo M ajor and 
Brighton Surprise M ajor ever rung Among the heavy bells which 
Mr. Grimes rang to peals was St. Peter M ancroft tenor (43 cwt.) to 
Treble Twelve, and that bell was never better rung, although many 
^roat men have turned her in. In the year when he made the in
dividual record for twelve months—136 iu 1913—the tower boll peals 
were rung in 71 belfries in 11 different counties. The last specially 
noteworthy performance iu which he took part was the ringing of 
four Surprise peals in four different, towers in one 'lav, which was 
accomplished on April 13th, 1914. And, sad to recall, he is the second 
of that band lo cross the valley.

Mr. Grimes’ handbell ringing record i» also a striking one, and al
though lie was usually content to ring the back pair, ho was equally 
competent when called upon to ring “ inside ”  bells. His last, tower 
bell peal was one o f Bob Major, which he called at St. Matthew’s, 
Upper Clapton, with tho bells half-muffled, in memory o f the late 
Cant. IT. J. Sudell. hwi his last peal o f all was on handbells, on Feb. 
15th. 1916. at 49. W ood Street, Walthamstow, where, by a coincidence, 
hi** intimate friend and colleague, the late Mr. Ernest Pye. had also 
rung his last pr*al. As far as we are able to sav at tho moment. Mr. 
Alf.( Grimes ran*/ 439 peals, o f  which 88 wero on handbells, and the 
following is the list :— Tower B fF s. H andheld

Rnng. Cond Rung. Cond.
London Surprise M ajor ............... ... 15
Bristol Surprise M ajor ............... ... 41
Superlative Surprise Major ....... ... 29 1
N orfolk Surprise M ajor ........... ... 9 1
Brighton Surprise M ajor ............... ... 1
New Cambridge Surprise M ajor ... 4
Cambridge Surprise Major ....... ... 39 1
Cambridge Surprise Roval .......... ... 12
Cambridge Surprise Maximus ... ... 2
Duffiold M ajor .............................. ... 1
Forward Ma}<*r ............................. ... 1
W aterloo Major .............................. 1
Double Norwich M ajor — .............. ... 54 4
Oxford Treble Bob M ajor ....... 20 2
Kent, Treble Bob M ajor ........... ... 15 4 2 2
Kent Treble Bob Roval .............. 11 2 2 2
K elli Treble Boh Maximus ........... ... fi 1
Bob M ajor ...................................... ... 17 3 4
Bob R^ival ...................................... 5 1
Bob Maximus .................................. 1
Grandsire Triples .......................... ... 3 ■5
Grandsire Caters .......................... 2
Stedman Triples .............................. . 19 13
Sledman Caters .............................. ... 28 26
Stedmau Cinques .............................. 18 27

.On six bells ........................................ . 5 1

Totals ............. .... 351 19 88 5

Mr Grimes was a m ember o f the College Youths (in which socielv 
last November he was elected to the office o f Senior Steward). London 
Countv. Middlesex, Norwich Diorosan, Kent. Oxford, Hertford. Sus
sex. Warwickshire, Devon and Elv Associations; St. Margaret** So
ciety. Westminster, n d  the St. Mary-le-Tower Society. Ipswich.

R IN G E R S’ TRTBUTE A T BISHOPSGATE.
The funeral took plcce on Saturday, and on Sunday last, for morn

ing service, the bells o f St. Botolph’s, Bishopsgate, City, were rung 
fully muffled, as a last mark o f  respect lo  tho memory o f thc de
ceased, who frequently attended there for service ringing. On tin1 
same afternoon, several o f his intimate ringing ^omtades attended, 
and rang the “  wholo pull and stand ”  (half muffled). Mr. C. F. 
Winney, who was visibly aflected, repeated tfhe 136th Psalm (De Pro- 
fundis), which tended to  make this solemn rit<> most, impressive. The 
ringers stood as follows: C. F. W inney (conductor) 1, W . G. Matthews
2, W . A. Alps 3. T . W alker 4. H . M once 5, W . Hewett 6, T . H. 
TafFender 7, A. Pettett. 8. Following this, touches o f Stedman Triples 
and Double Norwich M ajor were brought round, the following taking 
part: R. Sanders, J. Barry, W . Esserv, T . Cooledge, E. Brett, and
F. Pike, the conducting being shared by Messrs. Alps, Sanders, and 
Taffender. The last- occasion on which Mr. ft rimes rang upon tower 
bells was the 30th April, 1916, at St. B otolplfs, in a touch conducted 
by Mr. W . A. Alps. Tlie state o f  his health a t that time can be 
gauged by the fact that his request, was to ring on thc front, a de* 
sire quite foreign to the A lf. o f  form er days. R .I.P .
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Y O R K S H I R E  A S S O C IA T IO N .
TU« December meeting o f Uie Western District of tho Yorkshire 

Association w is  held at Pudsey, when about. 30 members attended, 
representing 14 lowers. During the afternoon the fmc peal o f  bells 
wore ke*t. going in several methods. Subsequently the visitors ad- 
jturncd  t-o ihe W hite Cross, where th# local company had kindly pro
vided refreshment®. . „

The business meeting was held 111 tho evening, Mr. G. It. liollanu 
(President) presiding, supported by Mr. P . J. Johnson (Ringing 
Master) Mr. J. Cotterell (Treasurer), and members o f the committee. 
Mr. Herbert Scot/, (of Birstall) was elected a  member o f the Associa-

' The venue for the annual district meeting in March was left over for 
tho committee to  select a suitable tow er—Mr. P. J. Johnson proposed 
a vote o f  thanks to  the church authorises for  the use o f the bells, and 
to tho local company for  making the neoessary arrangements, etc.— 
Mr. .T. Broadly, o f Shipley, seconded, and Mr. P . Cordingley replied 
fo r  the local company.

Afterwards. handbell ringing in the following methods brought a 
most enjoyable meeting to a. close: Grandsire (Caters, Royal, .Triples, 
aud M ajor), Bob M ajor, Oxford and Kent Minor.

R IN G E R ’S WEDDING. .
Au unexpectedly fin* day brought together a good gathering of rin

gers ai, Uxbridge on a. recent Saturday, when Mr. W m . W elling, o f 
Old W indsor, was married to Miss Gertrude E. Marchant, o f Ux
bridge, at- the old Parish Church o f St. Margaret’s. This church ad
joins a. quaint old town hall and market place on a  triangular site ill 
the High Street, entirely surrounded by business houses and shops, 
so Lhat permission to ring at all was a favour on a busy market day. 
.Mr. A . Marchant was best man, while the bride was given a w a ji by 
liar father. The bridesmaids were the Misses E. Fuller and M arjtry 
Raskerville, I lie ceremony being performed by the Rev. Liveeey. Of 
course, the stecplekeeper (Mr. Kedge) was present, and had the 
bells in going order. The base o f the tower also form s the porch, and 
here the handbell party stood—a party o f  Bills (Henley Burden, Fus
sell aud Lawrence), under the leadership o f Mr. J . J. Parker— who 
kept the double-handed cymbals going until the motor-cars had sped 
away with Lhe company. Eight parishes were represented by the 
tower bell band in a. touch of Stedman Triples—extra hands taking 
part in some Grandsire. including two o f  tho bridegroom 's pupils, who 
are now equally eligible for a peal, the army, or matrimony. The 
others present were Messrs. Smith, Jones, Hancox, Honor, Chand
ler, and Guttaridge. W ar-tim e fashion decrees a  quiet tim e and 
economy, but afterwards the ringers drank “  Health and happiness 
to tho Bride and Bridegroom ”  at a neighbouring hostelry, while the 
wedding reception went forward a t the bride’ s home.

A visit was paid by Hie. ringers to the neighbouring tower o f St. 
Andrew's, Hillingdon, for an hour, where Mr. Peddle l a d  everything 
ready for the visitors, and touches o f Grandsire. Stedman and Treble 
B ob were brought home. Further reinforcements arrived here, in
cluding Messrs. Horne, Blackmore. and Pte F. L . Bradley, o f  Sedge- 
lev, Staffordshire (44th Canadian Regiment), who has been away from 
England 11 years, a.nd now took liis first pull in Triples after liis long 
n u t spell.

N O TIC E S.
H E R T F O R D S H IR E  A SSO C IA TIO N  —  Western 

Branch.— A District Meeting will be held at Watford 
Parish Church, on Saturday, January 20th. Ringing from 
2 o ’clock until dusk. Meeting afterwards.— F. A. Smith, 
and F. Edwards, Secretaries, 67, Upper Paddock Road, 
Oxhey, Watford.

C E N T R A L  N O R T H A N T S  ASSO C IA TIO N  —  
Northampton District.— The Quarterly Meeting will be 
held at Ecton, on Saturday, January 20th. Bells ready
2.30 p.m. Service 4.40 p.m. Tea 5 p.m.— T. Law, Dis
trict Secretary,^St. Peter’s Cottages, Weston, Favell.

S IT U A T I O N  W A N T E D .
W A N T E D .—Situation as G A R D E N E R , 22 years’ 

experience in all branches; 3J years in present place; not 
eligible for the army, change ringer on 6, 8, or 10 bells. 
Glamorgan or Monmouthshire preferred. —  Apply F. 
Edwards, 38, Ludlow Street, Penarth.

H O L ID A Y  A P A R T M E N T S .
RINGERS and visitors to Matlock will find every com

fort and convenience at Mrs. H. Paulson’*, Beech Houae.

NOTICES.
C E N T R A L  N O R T H A N T S  A SSO C IA TIO N .— A 

quarterly meeting of the Kettering District will be held at 
Burton Latimer on Saturday, Jan. 13th. Bells ready 2 p .m .; 
short service 4.15; tea 5 o ’clock. Kindly notify me by 
Wednesday, Jan. 10th.— Robt. F. Turner, Dist. Sec., 160, 
St. Peter’s Avenue, Kettering.

W IN C H E S T E R  D IO CE SA N  G U IL D .— Portsmouth 
District.— The quarterly meeting of the District will be 
held at Fareham on Saturday, January 13th. Bells avail
able 3 to 5. Tea at Miss Foster’s, W est Street, at 5.30 ; 
business meeting after. W ill members kindly let me 
know by Tuesday, 9th, how many will require tea, which 
will be provided free; visitors 1/-.— E. J. Harding, District 
Secretary, 76, Carnarvon Road, Portsmouth.

L A N C A S H IR E  A SSO C IA TIO N  —  M a n ch e s te r  
Branch.— The next meeting will be held at Pendleton 
(St. Thomas’s) on Saturday, January 13th. Bells available 
from 3 p.m. till dusk; meeting to follow.— W . Wolsten
croft, Branch Sec.

LO N D O N  C O U N TY  ASSO C IA TIO N  (late the St. 
James’ Society.— Established 1824).— A meeting will be 
held at St. Giles', Camberwell,, on Saturday, Jan. 13th. 
Tower open from '2.30 to 5 p.m. Business meeting to 
follow at the Stirling Castle,” Church St., at 6.30 p.m. 
Sqcial evening with music to follow. Ringers and friends 
welcome.— T. Walker, Hon. Sec.

K E N T  C O U N TY  A S S O C IA T IO N — Maidstone Dis
trict.— A quarterly meeting of the Maidstone District will 
take place at Bearstead on Saturday, Jan. 13th, 1917. 
Bells available for ringing at 3 o ’clock. A short service at 
5 o’clock. Tea provided at 6 p.m. Business meeting after. 
— S. Hazelden, Hon. Sec.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Rochdale Branch—  
The next monthly meeting will be held at Balderstone 
Parish Church, on Saturday Jan. 13th. Bells ready at
2 o’clock till dusk, meeting to follow.—T . K. Driver, Hon. 
Sec., 132, Morton St., Middleton.

A N C IE N T  SO C IE TY  OF C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S 
(Established 1637).— Meetings will be held at the Coffee 
Pot, Warwick Lane, E.C., for general business on January 
16th and 30th ; and for handbell practice on the 
25th. All at 8 p.m. The subscription of is. 8d., 
which entitles members, who seldom attend the meetings, 
to vote on matters of finance, is now due.— William T. 
Cockerill, Hon. Sec., 32, Edgeley Road, Clapham, S.W .

SU R R E Y  A S S O C IA T IO N — The annual general 
meeting of the Surrey Association will be held at St. Mary 
Magdalene, Reigate, on Saturday, the 20th Jan., 1917. The 
ten-bell tower (tenor 20 cwt.) will be open for ringing from
2.30 to 5 pm . Service 5.10. Tea in Parish Hall, 
Lesbourne Road, 5.45 (Members gd.). Please notify 
intention to be present before Thursday, 18th, to Mr. H. F. 
Ewins, Eversfield Road, Reigate. It is hoped that those 
who can possibly do so will endeavour to be present at least 
at the meeting following tea, for the election of officers to 
“  carry on ” so far as may be possible.— Ch. Reading, 
Asst. Hon. Sec., Union Bank Chambers, Croydon.

W A R W IC K S H IR E  G U IL D — A Quarterly Meeting 
will be held at Rugby on Saturday, January 20th. Bells 
(8) available from 3 p.m. till dusk. Committee meeting
4.30 p .m .; Business meeting in belfry, 5.30 p.m.— J. H, 
White, 59, George Eliot Road, Coventry.
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W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  & D ISTS. ASSO CIATIO N  
— Northern Branch.— The next quarterly meeting will be 
held at Old Hill on Saturday, Jan. 20th. Service in the 
Church at 4.45. Tea will be provided, to be followed by 
the meeting in the schools after the service. Bells avail
able for ringing from 3 p.m. until service time. W ill all 
those intending to be at the service and tea kindly let me 
know on or before Wednesday, Jan. 17th ?— E. J. Dovvler, 
11, Edward Road, Bournbrook, Birmingham, Branch 
Hon. Sec. .

SO C IE TY  FO R  T H E  A R C H D E A C O N R Y  OF 
S T A F F O R D .— Quarterly meeting will be held at Rushall 
on Saturday, January 27th. Bells available at 3 p.m. 
Service in church, with an address by the Vicar (Rev. 
A. T. S. Talbot), at 5.15; Tea (1/-) in the Schoolroom at 6. 
Please send word not later than Tuesday, 23rd inst.— H. 
Knight, Hon. Sec., 15, Rugby Street, Wolverhampton.

K E N T C O U N TY  A SSO C IA TIO N .— Lewisham Dis
trict.— The next Quarterly Meeting will be held at Beck
enham on Saturday, January 37th. Bells available 3 p.m. 
to 5 p.m .; Service, with address by Canon H . Arnott, at 
5 p .m .; Tea and business meeting to follow in the Church 
House. A charge of 1/- per head for tea, and this can only 
be provided for those who send their names to me by 
Tuesday, Jan. 23rd, the latest. Subscriptions are now due, 
and should be paid at this meeting.— T. -Groombridge, 
Hon. Dist. Sec., 35, Albany Road, Chislehurst.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S ’ A SSO C IA T IO N . — The 
next Quarterly Meeting will be held at Loughborough, on 
Saturday, January 27th. Ringing from 1.30 p.m. until 
dusk at the Bell Foundry, and at Stanford-on-Soar. 
Visitors to Stanford should make up their band previously 
and notify Mr. Harry Whittle. Committae meeting at 
5 o ’clock, followed by tea and general meeting for the 
election of auditors, etc., at 5.30 p.m., in the Coffee Rooms, 
Market Place. The tea will be free to ticket holders only. 
Application for tickets, giving each member’s name, must 
reach me not later than lirst post on the previous Thursday. 
— W . E. White, Hon. Sec., Cotgrave.

SO C IE TY  OF R O Y A L  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H S . 
— Annual meeting at St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields, on Satur
day, Jan. 27th. Tower open 2.30 to 5. Tea kindly provided 
by the Vicar in the Vestry Hall at 5.30 to those who notify 
me by the 24th.— H. J. Bradley, 25, Winchester Avenue, 
Brondesbury, N .W .

Y O R K S H IR E  A SSO C IA TIO N .— The Hon. Gen. Sec.. 
Mr. Clement Glenn, having joined the R .N .V .R ., al' 
official communications should, for the present, be sent to 
the President or Hon. Treasurer.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A SSO C IA TIO N  AN D  
LO N D O N  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— North and East 
District.— The Honorary Secretary, Mr. C. T . Coles, 
having joined H .M . Forces, all communications should be 
sent to Mr. W . H. Oram, 25, Crown Street. Harrow, 
until further notice. W ill members and others please 
note ?

T H E  L A D IE S ’ G U IL D .— I beg to remind Members 
that the annual subscription is now due.— Edith K. Parker, 
Hon. Sec., 97, Edenbridge Road, Bush Hill Park, Enfield.

PEAL BOOKS.— Price 3s., post free 3/6. Peals writ
ten in at 3d. per page. Prices for entering peals in Asso
ciation official peal books upon application.— I. Beams, 
West Ewell, Epsom.

Ueuxllins 
& .Tames, cm .,

CHURCH BELLS SINGLY OK 
IN RINGS.

Bell Frames in Cast Iron, Steel 
and Oak.

Beils tuned on the latest im
proved principles initiated by 

the late Canon Simpson.

CASTLE GREEN, 
---- BRISTOL.-----
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JAMES BARWELL
LIMITED,

Church jBell Bounders
—  AND —

Church B ell M angers, 
GREAT HAMPTON STREET,

BIRM INGHAM
Towers and Campaniles Inspected and 

Estimates Furnished to cover every 
Expense.

iusical Handbells, in any sisse and number, 
for Tune or Change-ringing, in Guaranteed 

Quality.

The Jasper Snowdon Series.
ROPE-SIGHT. Is. 6d .;  sixth ed. 150 pages; treats Plain Bob, com

mencing on three bells.
GRANDSIRE. 2s. 6d,.; second c d .;  264 pages; commencing on five 

bells; complete with the Thompson Charts, etc., cUj. 
STANDARD METHODS 6th Edition Now Ready, 2s. 6d.
STEDMAN. 2s. 6d .; 275 pages, by the Rev. C. D. P. Davies, M.A., 

with an appendix by Sir Arthur Heywood, Bart., etc., etc. 
TREBLE BOB. Part I. Is. 6d . ; sccond ed .; with appendix; 100 

closely printed pages. Part, II., suited for Conductors on ly; 
very scarcc; 2s. l j d . ;  256 pages.

DOUBLE N O R W ICH  C. B. Major. A l present out o f print. 
SU RPRISE PEALS. Cambridge, Superlative and London; oompiling. 

All post free, en receipt o f postal order, from

Mrs. LAURA SNOWDON, Cartmel, Lancashire.

ALFRED BQW ELL
c h u kc h  b e l l  fo u n d e r , 

ipsWieH-
JOHN SM ITH  & SONS

M idland C lock W orks,

D ERBY
p O

0 ^9 -Telegraphic Address
* Clocks, D erby."
Tel. No. 569 _  „  _ _

M AKERS OF CLOCKS AND 
CHIMES for S. Paul's Caitudral 

, j  . Beverley Minster. Selby Abbey, 'lruro 
C*tn»dm i, Thurles Cathedral,. Trinity College, f'ani-

-  —  bridge, Belfaat AsseraMy Hall, Magdalen Colloge, Oxford
... many others to Lord Or tnthorpa’s designs. 7o 1897,

, T  , ? . , th.e Vicar of Miiichiuharopton, Lord G rW .horpc said “ Smith 
ot will clock you fn the h«*t way and as near ptarnity an possible "

“THE W O RLD S BEST” 
BELLROPES

PROVED IN TH E RINGING OF THE 
W O RLD ’S RECORD PEAL.

S p lic in g  and R ep a irs

P rice List 
o f  the 

Sole M aker,

John Pritchard,
Swan Street, 

LOUGHBOROUGH.
Established over a H U N DRED Y E A R S.

Unique for Presentation.
An Inkstand in the design of a Well-shaped Bell

'SS L .'

This charming model in Solid Hall Marked Silver 
will make a most appropriate and useful Gift.

It can be supplied in the following sizes:— 
Diameter 2jin. 2fin. 3iin. 3iin. 4m. 4$in. sin. 
Price ... 10/ 6 - 16/ -  21/ -  26/6 32/6 42/- 85/ 
Monogram or Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges.

J n  H M  L ?  L i1 ■ Goldsm ith and • O U l V I i i J l l H ,  Silversmith,
W O K I K T G

(MAKER OF THE RINGERS BADGE.)

fHOIWAS DQBLE & SON, Church Beii 
Hangers, TAUNTON.—Bells Hung on the 
most approved principles Old Bells Re cast, 
New Bells supplied, Ropes of the best make. 
Ellacombe’s Chiming Apparatus fixed, Hand
bells in sots, Chromatic or Diatonic.

THE BflDCE OF THE CRAFT
A B eautifu lly  E xecuted

R ING ERS’ PEN D AN T
in G old , S ilver or Bronze. 
S pecia lly  S u itab le  fo r  G ifts.

Prices, Gold (9 carat) 21/- , Silver i/6  
Bronze 2/9 (post free).

J. COMBER, Goldsmith and Jeweller,
Tklephonb ' 171 Wokino. ffrTFC

F iin ted fo r  the Proprietors by tho W o o d b r id g r  P r k s s . L td .. 
G u ild ford , and Published by M essrs. W m , D a w s o n  & Sons 
L id .  Cannon H ou se,B ream 's Buildings, L on d on , B .C .
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OiiLETT & J o h n s to n
CROYDON, Surrey. 

SELLS, CLOCKS, CARILLONS.

S  *

St. P e t e r ’s Co lleg ia te  Church , 
W o lve rham pton . 

r« no r (33 cwt.) o f  th e  New R ing of 12
W ULFRUN CHAMBERS, W OLVERHAM PTON, 

H Z8 BBS. GILLETT and JOH N 8TO.N, CROYDON, tth March. 1812 
Ueatlemea,

The re-oasting of the peal of ten belle with the addition of tW3 
tow onei in the tower of Bt. Peter's Collegiate Church, W olverhampton, 
rscontly carried out by you hai proved m oil »ucce»«ful, a id  given 
feneral iat;.faction.

I am authorised by the Rector and Wardens to say how pleaw t 
Ikoy are with the result. In the opinion of those well qualified to 
Judge, ws bar* now, undoubtedly, one of the best peals in tht Kingdom.

Y our, faithfully. F. T. BECK,
Architect, Diocesan Surveyor.

MODERN WORK

THE LENGTH OF A PEAL.
In introducing a peal of Stedman Caters of ringable 

length on the plan of Henry Johnson’s famous composition 
of 26,016, Mr. George Clayton calls attention to what he 
terms the “  inequity of the Central Council’s ruling ’ ’ on the 
length of peals, and argues that in fixing a minimum of 
5,000 changes for peals on eight or more bells, the Council 
have acted on an “ inequitable principle.” W e doubt if 
Mr. Clayton will find many ringers in agreement with him, 
or prepared to advocate that we should “ accept the near
est product of the length and number of courses divisible by 
2, 3, 4, or 5,”  when that product is less than 5,000. In the 
first place, the limit for a peal was not an innovation by 
the Central Council; they merely affirmed in 1892 the 
minimum which has been accepted by ringers from the 
earliest days of peal ringing—certainly for two hundred 
years.

The origin of this number as a peal length is fairly easy 
to guess at, for it is the nearest round number to the extent 
of Triples. The minimum length on the higher numbers of 
bells, while it may be arbitrary and have nothing to do 
with mathematics, is therefore established by long practice ; 
and we have no doubt that had the Council endeavoured to 
set up any other standard than that which had received the 
approval of time, they would quickly have had the Exercise 
in arms. Moreover, there are not many obvious advan
tages in changing the limit. That a peal of Stedman Caters, 
for instance, should be cut down to 4,860 changes in order 
to enable it to be made up in five equal parts, does not seem 
to be sufficiently important to change a practice which has 
the approval of centuries. It is for modern composers to 
accommodate themselves to old-established principles, and 
not for the principles to conform lo the requirements of later- 
day composers.

If we read Mr. Clayton aright, we fancy his second 
suggestion has a good deal of bearing on his first. The 
gist of the second proposal is that the starting-point of a 
touch or peal should be permissible at any row, and not 
necessarily at rounds. The deviation from all preconceived 
notions of change ringing is compulsory, if Mr. Clayton’s 
proposals, at any rate in Caters and Cinques, are to be of 
any value. He argues that the “  incomparably beautiful 
cadence ”  of the tittums position could be maintained from 
start to finish of the peal if this were permitted. But can 
we not get it already from the first to very nearly the last 
change ? The importance of the alteration to Mr. Clayton’s 
argument is that to start and end in the tittums position is 
necessary, if he is to get his peal of 4,860 changes in five 
equal parts, and maintain the musical qualities from the 
beginning to the end as he advocates. W e think Mr.

(Continued on Page 18 .)
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gharles mm

OPINION O F  O U R  
M O D E R N  W O R K .

Kmoroflelri Vicarage,
Chelmsford

Dear Sire,
I bare great pleasure in stating 

that we are perfectly satisfied with 
the manner in which you have 
carried out the work entrusted to 
you o f re-arranging and re-hangin» 
(he Broomfield Chnrch Belle.

We consider that the work re
flects great credit upon your firm, 
and believe that your system of 
hanging the bells reduces the vibra
tion of the steel frame supplied by 
you to a minimum.

m e  CHOUGH WARDENS unite 
w th MU In this expression of
0 tlnlon. The BKLLB1NOBK8 are 
a I>3 unanimous In their praise of 
t t alterations effected by you.

Youra truly,
CQ AS. EDMUNDS,

Vicar o f Broomfield. 
Moiars C. CASH, LTD.

Smethwick.

Kindly ask us to Inspect, Beporl 
.ad Tender before deciding your 
Coo tract, — we may be able to 
**Nlst you.

SM E TH W IC K ,
BIRM INGHAM

BELLS
FOR CHURCHES,

S IN G L Y , 
O R  IN  P B A L S .

1 CHIMES FOR CLOCKS.
P e a l s  A u g m e n t e d , 

C r a c k e d  B e l l s  R e c a s t .

FRAMES
I n B e s t  S e a s o n e d  O a k , 

S t e e l  o r  I r o n .

Chiming Machines
Best W orkm anship and

Satisfaction Guaranteed

FITTINGS
OF ALL KINDS.

A R T IS T IC  W R O U G H T  IR O N  
B R A C K E T S .

MXLLBABLX IBOK B S t C U I t
B u t  B i l l  K e r n .  

KEPAIRS AND BBH A N G ttf 
IN ILL 3R1XCHIS.

UELLHANQEKS sent to Inspcti 
and report on Bells and T ovsra .

SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

E8TABLI8H ED  1760.

JOHN NICOLL,
Churoh Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,

40, QUEEN’S ROAD, PECKHAM, LONDON, S.E.
'T w o  mlnntes from  Q uean ’s R oad  Station, L .B . & S .C . Railw ay)

L ate 1B°, K eeton 's R oad , B erm ondsey.

Maaer to St. P aul's Cathedral, W estm inster A bbey , Im perial Institato. 
Canterbury, E dlnbnrgb, St. A lban ’s, L incoln , D orham , Peterborough 
M elbourne (Australia), Rochester, D ublin, St. Patrick 's, M aoohestei 

and W orcester Cathedrals etc etc.

( Continued from  page 17 .)
Clayton will have to adduce stronger arguments than he 
has yet put forward, if he desires the Exercise to change 
the recognised and old-established length of a peal on the 
higher number of bells, or the principle of starting all 
touches and peals from rounds, which is the natural 
sequence of the bells in their musical notation, and, to the 
ordinary ringer, the only acceptable starting-point. Others 
may differ from us in these views, and our columns are 
open to their expressions of opinion.

EIGHT BELL PEALS.
B A R N W O O D , G L O U C E S T E R S H IR E . 

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N .
On Saturday, January 13, 1917, in Two Hours and Fifty Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o h  S t . L a w r e n c e ,

A PEA L OF CRANDSIRE TR IPLE8, 5040 CH AN C ES;

J. J. P a r k e r ' s  T w e l v e - P a r t . T enor 10J cw t.
A l f r e d  A .  W a i t e  .............Treble I J o s e p h  A .  W a i t e  .............. 5
J e s s e  G i l l e t t  ....................... 2 | T h o m a s  N e w m a n  .............  6
J o h n  A u s t i n ................................  3  I G e o r g e  C o n d ic k  .............  7
H e n r y  M i t c h e l l  .............  4 | F r a n k  A .  W a i t e  ............. Tenor

Conducted by  J o h n  A u s t i n .
First peal on  the bells since being augm ented to eight. R ung as a 

birthday com plim ent to the R ev . F . H . F ow ler (V icar) ; also to M rs. 
F . E . H art. M r. A lfred A . W aite  and M r. H enry M itchell have been 
connected  with the above tower c lose  on  50 years. M r. M itchell is 
now  in his 82nd year. 

IP S W IC H . 
T H E  N O R W IC H  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N  
A N D  T H E  S T . M A R Y -L E -T O W E R  S O C IE T Y .

On Saturday, January 13, 1917, in Two Hours and Fifty-eight Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  of S t .  M a r g a r e t ,

A PEAL OF 8TEDM AN TR IPLE8, 6040 CH ANG ES;

T en or 1 5 J cw t.
...Treble H e n r y  C .  G i l l i n g h a m . . .  5
. . .  2 E d w a r d  E v a n s  .............  6
. . .  3  J a m e s  M o t t s ....................... 7

4 R o b e r t  H .  B r u n d l e  ...Tenor

R o b e r t  H . H a y w a r d  
W i l l i a m  M o t t s  . . .  . 
E d g a r  P e m b e r t o n  . 
W i l l i a m  J. N e v a r d  ..

Com posed by T . T h u r s t a n ,  and 
C onducted by Jam es M o t t s .  

Rung with the bells half-muffled as a last tribute o f respect lo the 
m emory o f  the late M r. A lfred W . Grimes. T he deceased was a member 
o f  the N orw ich Association and o f the St. M ary-le-T ow er Society, 
Ipsw ich.

HANDBELL PEAL.
B IR M IN G H A M .

ST . M A R T IN ’ S G U IL D  F O R  T H E  D IO C E S E  O F  
B IR M IN G H A M .

Oh Saturday, January 6, 1917, in Three Hours and Seventeen Minutes, 
A t  t h e  R e s id e n c e  o f  M r .  A . W a l k e r ,

81, B a k e r  S t r e e t , S p a r k u il l ,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CINQUES, 6007 CHANCES;

T enor 1 7  Size, in B  flat.
Ja m e s  E . G r o v e s  

‘ W il l ia m  S h o r t  ... 
Ja m e s  G e o r g e  . . .

T h o m a s  R u ssa m  .............  1— 2
G e o r g e  F . S w a n n .............. 3— 4
A l b e r t  W a l k e r  .............. 5— 6

C om posed  by J o h n  C a r t e r ,  and 
C onducted by  A l b e r t  W a l k e r .  
R eferee : M r . W i l l i a m  K e n t .

* First peal o f  Cinques on handbells. •

7— 8 
9— 10 

i i — 12

L E Y T O N S T O N E  B A N D ’S P E F O R M A N C E  IN 1 9 1 6 .
The following 720’ s liavo been rang by thc Loytonstone company 

during 1916, with tho assistance o f  visitors: Surprise Methods— Cam
bridge 6, Lincoln 5, Y ork  5, London 3, W ells 2, Durham 2, Canter
bury 2, Beverley 2, Newcastle 2, Ipswich 2, Chelsea 1, Chichester
1, W orcester 1, Carlisle 1, Norwich 1, Northumberland 1, Chester 1; 
and, in addition, Oxford Treble B ob 5, Kent Treble B ob 2, Plain 
B ob 1. Tho ringers were: W . Theobald 46, W . Miller 43, H. Torble 
35, A. Prior 29, J. M oulo 26, W . Riches 24, G. Dawson 16, G. 
Haydfcn 15. B. Smith 11. W . Doran 9 R. Sanders 8. A. Fiddis 4,
G. T. Clayton 2, W . Allcnck 2, F. C. Newman 2, G. A. Blaok 1,,
E. Andrews 1 , A. Hardy 1, A. E Lobbon 1. The conducting was 
shaned by W . Miller 25. H. Torble 8, J. Moul* 6 , W . Theobald 2,
G. Dawson 2, A. Prior 1, R- Sandeirs 1, A. Hardy 1.
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ST. M A R T I N ’S GUILD. B IR M IN G H A M .
TH E CENTRAL COUNCIL PRESIDENCY.

The aunual meeting o f tho St. Martin’s Guild for  the Dioccse of 
Birmingham was held in tho Guild's Room the Tamworth Arms 
Hotel, Birmingham, ou the evening o f  Tuesday, January 9th last, 
aud bearing in mind the fact that many members ore busy making 
“  something for tho Germans that “  something ”  being in very 
great demand at the present moment— was fairly well attended.

Alderman J. S. Pritchett, M .A., took tho chair, pud was re
elected as Presiding Ringing Master for tho ensuing year, all the 
other officers being also re-elected.

Messrs. J. II. Shepherd and W m . Kent were unanimously elected 
vice-presidents, and all felt that the honours had been well de
served. Mr. Shepherd has involved the G uild in a deep debt of 
gratitude for his munificence on various occasions, which he doe* 
not care to bo talked o f, and Mr. Kent has given many years o f 
good, solid service to the Guild. He has recently resumed “  active 
service "  after a period o f i-lnckness for which he has been duly 
censured.

The balance sheet for 1916 which was duly adopted, showed an 
increase in funds o f nearly £3 over tho previous year, which must 
he considered highly satisfactory. Among the items appearing in 
tho financial statement were two that called fo r  commcnt— donations 
of £9 and £9 10s. from  “  Anonymous ”  and Mr. John Carter ’ re
spectively, who were thanked h'eartily for then' generosity. These 
sums were given to defray the cosf. o f  framework for peal tablets 
in St. Martin’s belfry, and o f the tablet recording the muffled penl 
o f Stcdman Cinques rung to tho memory o f the late. Charles H y. 
Hatterxloy, o f Sheffield. By-the-by, the photo o f  the last-named 
gentleman, promise/] for St. Martin's belfry, is not yet to hand. 
(W hai’ s t.hilt, you say, Sam Thom as? Don’ t, be in a hurry? All 
right, but don't forget it !)

I| was decided to hold the Henry Johnson Commemoration Din
ner on Saturday, Feb. 24th next, so will all intending visitors please 
note? /

Edghaslon was chosen os tho place fo r  the next ouarterlv meet
ing, o f course with the V icar's consent fo r  the use o f his bells.

In proposing a vote o f thanks to  the Chairman, tile Hon. Secre
tary (Mr. A. Paddon Smith) read an extract from  a lelteT ho had 
received from Mr. J. H . Swinfield. o f Burton-on-Trent-, expressing 
tho hopr that Ald<-man Pritchett wcxild in duo course become 
President o f tho Central Council.—Thc Secretary said how proud 
every member o f the Guild would! bo  lo  soo him in that position, 
and pointed out that the " Ringing W orld ”  had evidently gauged 
correctly the opinion o f a large number o f ringers, when it  singled 
out Mr. Pritchett as the most likejy and perhaps most suitable 
successor to the late President.—The vote was seconded bv Mr. 
Walker, nnd carried with acclamation.

In reply, thc Alderman said he was deeply touched by the re
marks that had been made in that room. He had certainly noticed 
tho references to himself tha.t, had appeared in the “  Ringing 
W orld,”  and h e1 had received letters on the subject from  ringers in 
all parts o f th e 'cou ntry . H o was proud to think he had earned the 
confidence o f so many brother ringers, and in certain circumstances 
ho might, perhaps, be able to  give the suggestion consideration. 
That would not be, however, until after the war, as he was far too 
busy to entortaiu the idea o f  anything extra at present. He 
thought it would probably not bo wise to fill the position or  make 
any arrangements during the war. I t  was very flattering even to 
have been mentioned as a probable successor to  the late Sir Arthur 
Heywood. and a distinct, honour in itself, but Sir Arthur had set 
such high standards that, it would be difficult fo r  any man to follow 
him. , x

Formal votes o f thanks to Jhe other officers brought the meeting 
to a close. A. p . S. "

M IL IT A R Y  R IN G E R S  A T  B L A C K P O O L .
On Sunday, December 24th, at the Church o f  the Sacred Heart, 

Blackpool, for morning service, 504 Stcdman Triples: Lance-Cpl. E. 
J. Mallard 1, Spr. S. J. W hite 2, P te T. H . Reeves 3, P te E. W 
Marshall 4. Carpi. J. Lloyd 5, Lance^Corpl. F. Butler 6, Pte M. 
H ibbert (conductor) 7, T. Bolton 8.—On December 30th. o| the 
Church o f tho Holy Trinitv, 720 Bob Minor, in 24 m ins.: Sapper S
O. W hite (conductor) 1 . P te T. H . Reeves 2, Corpl. J. Lloyd 3. 
Pte B. W . Marshall 4. Lance*Corpl. F. Butler 5, Pte J. A. Trol
lope 6.—On Sunday. January 6th. at the Church o f St. John, for 
afternoon service, 504 Stedman Triples, in 19 m ins.: Lance-Corpl. 
•T. Mallard 1. Corpl. J. Llovd 2, Sapper S. G. W hite 3. P ie E. W . 
Marshall 4, Pte J. A. Trollope 5, Pte, T. II. Reeves 6. Pte M. F 
R. H ibbert (conductor) 7, P te Poole 8. The m ajority o f the band 
were leaving for  Chelmsford, Essex, and wish, through the medium 
o f  “  Tho Ringing W orld ,”  to give tlieir best, thanks to  Messrs. 
Crookhall, Smith. Maries, and others, for their cordial welcome and 
hospitality, tho local rinsrers being anxious to  d o  all in their power 
to make their stay in Blackpool, from a ringing point, highly suc
cessful.

The captain o f  tho Parish Church o f St. John (Mr. F. Crookhall) 
extends a  hearty welcome to  all service ringers stationed in or near 
Blackpool, and arrangements fo r  ringing can be made by calling on 
him at his residence, 18, Bank Hay Street, opposite the Palace 
Theatre.

5400 S T E D M A N  C A T E R S .
By GEORGE T . CLAYTON.

4 5 6 15 16 123456789
-  - 326451978

—  —  215436
—  — —  165324
—  —  642315

— —  234516
. Repeat four times, substituting a single 

for the bob at 15 in tho last part 
and repeat the whole.

Additional bobs at 1 in courscs 1, 49 and 50.
There are a few other peals o f Stedman Caters without a fixed 

bell in 2nd’s  place, but so fa r  as I know this is the only ono on the 
plan o f Henry Johnson's great peal o f 26,016 changes. Tha* peal 
is so highly commended by the Rev. C. D. P . Davies and Sir Arthur 
Heywood, vide 1 Stedman/' page 92. and, i f  I  may be permitted 
to add my mite of praise, deservedly so, that I was induced to com
pose a  peal o f a  ringable length. The peal is necessarily a good 
bit over tho conventional 5,000 changes, but notwithstanding this, it 
may find favour with the admirers o f  a man who in his day and 
generation adorned the Exercise in many ways.

In connection with peal lengths, however, I should like, if I m ay 
be allowed to do so, to call attention to the inequity o f the Central 
Council’s ruling. On railways, when halfpence are not accounted 
for, the fraction is taken when it  is Jd. or more , and dropped 
when it is. loss. This is equitable, but the Central Council go on 
the inequitable principle o f  taking every advantage, aud giving 
none. The extent of the changes on seven bells is undoubtedly 
the natural peal unit, and I  submit- that the rule for  M ajor and 
upwards should be to accept "the nearest product o f  the length and 
number o f  courses divisible by 2, 3, 4 o r  5. This would make a 
five-part peal o f Stedman Caters, without starting and turning 
courses. 4,860 changes, which is surely enough for a len-bell peal. 
Examples m ight be multiplied, but the principle advocated is per
fectly obvious, and the net result o f its adoption would probably 
be insignificant, for, cutting both ways, the ruling authority would 
gain in some .cases; whereas tho present rule so heavily penalises 
peals in certain parts that, such peals are either not composed at 
all, or they are composed in a form in which they can only be said 
to be divided into parts by a campanological fiction.

There is another rule which. I venture to think, could be amended 
with advantage. For a considerable tim e I  have been of opinion 
that the definition o f the words “  touch ”  and “ peal ’ ’  ought to 
bo a round block o f so manv changes. Theoretically the row called 
“  rounds ”  is o f  no more value than any other row, and there is no 
scientific reason why it should not occur anywhere, or. in non
extent. peals and touches, nowhere. Manv peals of Stedman Caters 
and Cinques are lost owing to the turning course, and if not lost 
the ringing is often more or  less rough after the heavy bells have 
been moved into unaccustomed, and. I  may add, musically inferior 
positions. I t  seems to  me unreasonable that, the Central Council, 
in order to'm aintain an unscientific and invidious distinction, 
should put a stumblingblock in the way of ten and twelve bell 
ringors. What, untoward consequences, may I  ask. would follow if 
touches and peals o f Stedman Cinques went off from  the t o w  end
ing 78E90? W ere this allowable. Annable’ s incomparably beauti
ful cadence would be Iho termination o f  every course. It. ought 
not to lie necessary to  observe that, theoretically sneaking, in no 
form o f Stedman docs it  signify in the least whether you go ofi' 
from, or with, the particular row selected, whatever that row mav 
be. But musical cadences most, properly come at, tho end. and, with 
only tw o exceptions that I  can think of, ringers have had the good 
taste to recognise this.

These are eminently practical questions over the head o f  no 
ringer, and on this occasion, perhaps, some o f  the silent men will 
favour the Exercise with their views.

L A N C A S H I R E  A S S O C IA T IO N .
MANCHESTER BRANCH.

On Saturday last, a  very successful meeting o f  the Manchester 
Branch was held at St. Thomas’ Church. Pendleton, when members 
and friends attended from Asliton-under-Lyne, Bolton, Didsbury. 
Eccles. Manchester, Prestwicli, Stockport, etc.—Mr. Harry Chapman 
gave a heartv welcome to the visitors, wishing them all a happy and 
prosperous New Year.

Mr. Frank Stonelcv (Miles Platting), Miss Ada W olstencroft 
(A6hton-undcr-Lyne) and Mr. George Marshall (Stockport), non-resi

dent, were elected members o f  the Association, and St. John’s, 
Deansgate, was chosen for the next m eeting, on Feb. 10th.

A resolution was passed, calling upon the president and general 
secretary to suspend the half-yearly meeting this year, owing to the 
increased cost o f travelling, and to curtail the Association’s expenses 
incurred thereby.

A hearty vote o f thanks was accorded the authorities for tho use 
of the bells, and to the local ringers fo r  having everything ready. 
Tile methods rung during the afternoon w ere: Grandsire Triplet, 
Plain Bob. Kent Treble Bob, Double Norwich, and Superlative Sur
prise Major, i
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F o u n d r y  
E s t a b l i s h e d  
A .D . t  6 7 0 .MEARS & 

STAINBANK,
Bellfounders <Sc Bellhangers,

32 & 34, Whitechapel Road, 

LONDON, E

T en o r  Bell, 25J cwt., o f  th e  new ring 
o f  Ten  a t  St. P e te r ’s, B righton.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
For Rehanging, Retuning and Recasting.

Musical Handbells in seso, Bell Ropes, &c.

A C C ID E N T S  C A U S E D  BY C H IM IN G  A P P A R A T U S .
To the Editor.

Sir,—There would be little danger from accidents caused by chim
ing apparatus being being left in gear if the plan which I  'described 
about a year ago, when an accident happened through the same 
causo at Exeter Cathedral. wero adopted. I t  is simply to have 
tho manual enclosed ill a lock-up case, and a single roller with 
ratchet-wheel and pawl for  putting the apparatus in gear; with a 
block fixed 011 the inside o f the door o f tile case in such a position 
that it- is impossible to shut the door wlieu |he pawl is down in 
the ratchet-wheel. A printed notice should also be displayed, slat
ing that the apparatus must be thrown out o f  gear, and thc door 
closed immediately after chiming. I t  is bettor, if possible, to have 
the manual placed in tlie ringing cham ber, when the bells are rung 
from the floor above.—Yours, etc., J . R. JERRAM .

Salisbury.
DAM AGE AT FULM ER.

Sir,—The liev. C. E. Matthew’s letter goes lo  show how truly 
necessary it is that a notice o f some kind should be posted up in 
every beH % wliotte a  chhning apparatus is in use, especially now 
there are so few ringers available. Our little ring of six (tenor 7i 
cwt.) ac Fulmer Parish Church (about four miles from Slough) were 
rehung, and a chiming apparatus installed in 1884. Between then 
and now, with the exception o f the second, all the bells have had 
pieces chipped off them, through carelessness, by the Chiming ap
paratus being le ft  in gear, as it is fixed in the lo ft above, and the 
bells arc rung from  the church floor. The third and tenor are new 
bells, and have suffereed more severely than the others. As recently 
as this last summer, a big piece was chipped out o f  tho tenor bv 
the clerk putting the apparatus in gear to chime, and finding the 
bells set up, went downstairs to lower them without again first 
putting it, out o f gear.—Yours truly, G. H. GUTTERIDGF..

LO SS OF T W O  E S S E X  R IN G E R S .
News has come to  hand that two members o f the Essex Associa

tion (South W estern Division) have died from  wounds received in 
action in France, viz., Mr. P. Leato and Mr. T . E. D. Looscmorc.

The former, who enlisted in tho R .F .A ., was a well-known mem
ber o f the Lotighton band, and was held in great, respect- by all who 
knew him, and the deepest sympathy is extended to  the young 
widow he has left to mourn his loss.

Mr. Loosemore, who was fo r  many years a m ember o f trie St. 
Edward's Guild, Rom ford, joined up under the group system, and 
was called lo  the colours- in Jtjly, and drafted to the Middlesex 
Regiment. He won) to France in October, and died from  wounds 
received in action in November last. He was for  one year the 
secretary o f the South Western Division o f the Essex Association, 
and was held in great esteem bv all who knew him. He leaves a 
widow, to whom the deepest, sympathy goes forth in her loss o f  a 
gallant husband.

Mr. Loosemore had rung in all twelve peals, made up o f Bristol 
Surprise 1, Superlative Surprise 2. Bob Major 1, Stedman Triples
4. Grandsire Triples 4 ; ojie each o f the two latter having been on 
handbells.

At the Handbell Contest held annually in Manchester the 
First Prize for ihe last 16 years has been awarded to bands 
using our bells, and on fourteen of those occasions they have gaintd 
the Second Prize also.

K IN G ’S C L IFF E  T E N O R  F U N D .
A sum of only £17 remains to bo raised to recast the tenor bell 

at. King’ s Cliffe, and the church authorities there hope to be able lo 
get the work done by Easter. That being the case, it- behoves the 
Exercise to put tlieir shoulder to the wheel, and find the balance of 
the money that is necessary. The lateat contribution to the fund 
comes from  India, the sum o f 2s. 6d. having been received from 
Pte H . J. Dewey. R .A.M .C.. Calaba W ar Hospital. Bombay. Dona
tions should bo sent to the Rev. H . A. Oriebar. Kind’s Cliffe Rec
tory, Peterborough.

W IN C H E S T E R  D IO C E SA N  GUILD.
Tho annual m eeting o f the Portsmouth District was held nt Farc

ham, on Saturday, by kind permission of the Vicar (Rev. G. E. 
Tarbat). The bells o f tho Parish Church were available, and 
ringers turned up from Portsea, W ickham, Gosport. Cnrdridge. 
Swaninore. Nont-h Stoneham, Ryde, Newport, and Ventnor, nnd visi
tors from  W orcester and Somerset, as well as some o f the local 
band. During the afternoon touches of Bob M ajor, Grandsire 
and Stedman Triples and Kent. Treble Bob Major were rung. A fter
wards the members partook o f tea, and the business meetiing fol
lowed, presided over by Mr. G. Williams, hon. general secretary of 
the Guild. The district seoretary (Mr. H. J. Harding) presented 
tlie balauco sheet, which Allowed a balance o f  nearly £ 10.

Tho oflioers elected were: Rev. C ., E. Matthews. Vicar o f Titch- 
fiold, president: E. J. Harding, secretary; W . Sinter and F. Bur
nett, representatives; J . Harris, auditor.

It was decided to have the next meeting some time in April, tho 
date to bo fixed by the secretary, at St. Thomas’ , Portsmouth.

Votes o f thanks fco the V icar o f Fareham for the uso o f the bells, 
and to the officers of Ihe district, concluded the business.
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T H E  D E A T H  OF MR. A .  W. GRIM ES.
COLLEGE YO U TH S’ TRIBU TE.

Ou Saturday, a t tbe Church o f St. Mary-le-Bow, Clicapsidc, mem
bers of tho Anci'cnt Society o f College Youths rang the whole pull 
and stand funeral peal to the memory o f Mr. Alfred W . Gnmes, 
who was a most highly respected member, and tho Senior Steward of 
the Society. Those taking part were: Edwin Horrex 1. Edwin Gibbs
2, A lfred Jones 3, C. II. Horton 4, Henry Springall 5, W . E. Gar- 
rur 6, H . Langdon 7, C. F. VVinney (conductor) 8, A lbert A. Hughes
9, Keuben Sanders 10, Samuel E. Joyce 11, W . T. Cockerill 12. 
This was followed by three courses o f SU-dman Cinques: S. K. 
Joyce 5, A . A. Hughes 7. II. Langdon 9. W . I .  Cockerill 11. A. h. 
Pettett 12 the others standing as before.

Ono peal, and a notable ono in its way, was om itted from Mr. 
Grimes' list published "in tho last issue. This was a peal o f Bob 
Maximus by the Kent Association at St. Leonard’s. Shoreditch, to 
which the late Mr Grimes rang the tenor. Tlic peal was interest
ing from  the fact that it was tho firet peal o f  Bob Maximus rung 
011°  tower bells in London for more than a hundred years. Among 
tile associations o f which Mr. Grimes was a member, in addition to 
those mentioned, was the W inchester Guild. The last tower bell 
ringing in which he took part was, we are informed, a course of 
London, at. Barking, at tho end o f May.

The widow and family o f the late Mr. Alfred W . Grimes, and 
his parents, wish to thank tho many friends fo r  the sympathy ex
hibited to them in their bereavement, and for  the kindness shown 
to tho late Mr. Grimes during his long illness.

A half-muffled peal o f Stedman Triples was rung to the memory 
o f the decease-, at St. M argaret’s. Ipswich, by members o f the St. 
Mary-le-Tower Society, on Saturday. Mr. W . J . Nevard. o f Great 
Bentliy, heing in the band. Mr. Nevard had rung 19 peals with 
tho late Mr. Grimes, two o f them at Debonham, and the lest in
17 other different towers in Suffolk. London, Cornwall. Devon, and 
Surrey.

A REM ARKABLE COINCIDENCE.
T o  the E d it o r .

Dear Sir,—The sad news o f the death o f  my dear friend, Alfred 
VV. Grimes, cam o as a great blow to me. and I am sorrv to be 
too far away from London to pay my respect* to him in the 
usual ringer’s fashion. W hat you say about his last peal is quite 
true, ini, the coincidence is even more remarkable. The last peal 
in which ho rang was my first, o f Stcdman Caters, on handbells, 
and he sat. on, my immediate right, whilst tho last, peal in which 
the late Mr. E. Pye rang was my first o f Stedman Triples, on 
handbells, and Mr. Pyc also sat. on my immediate right. Thus the 
finish o f  their ringing careers seems to me to be bound up with my 
own in a way that, I shall never forget. W o shall all miss our late 
friend, and our deepest sympathy goes out to his widow and family 
in their bereavement.— Yours faithfully, C. T. COLES (Sapper).

No. 2 Hut. B Company, R .T .D ., R .E ., Longm oor Camp, Hants.

R O M N E Y  M A R S H  GUILD.
The annual meeting o f the Romney Marsh and District, Guild 

was hold at, Appledore on Saturday week, and, taking all thing* 
into consideration, tho aUfendanco was quite satisfactory. Grand
siro Doubles and Triples: were rung throughout the afternoon, and 
a service was held in tho church, conducted bv the Vicar and' Presi
dent o f the Guild (Rev. A. O. Scutt), at which all tho absent mem
bers on active -service were specially remembered. Tea was par
taken o f at the Red Lion. H ost Noakes, as usual, providing a 
bountiful spread, and the V icar prosiding.

A t tho general business meeting following, the Secretary pre
sented his annual report, in which it was stated that although the 
times had been adverse to  ringing, they had been able to get in 
thoir twelve monthly meetings fo r  the year, m ost of which had 
boon very well attended. There wore 40 active members, ns against 
35 in 1915, and two hon. members, and the balance in hand was 
€4 8s. 9d.. as against £3 3s. 5 jd . nt, the end of 1915. The President 
(Rev. A. O. Scutt), the Master (Mr. G. Youngs), and the Secretary 
(Mr. II. Balcombo), were unanimously re-ejected, and all received 
u- hearty vote o f thanks for their past services. The names o f Mr.
C. E verett (Ashford), Mr. R . Barman (W oodchurch). and Mr. R. 
Curd (Rye), were aded to tho committee, and the next meeting 
arranged to be held at Stone on Saturday, Feb. 17th.

Tho Secretary road a letter which he had received from  Gunner 
A. II. Pulling from “  somewhere in France," who sent hearty greet
ings to  all the members, and said he often lived o v e r  again the 
happy times ho had spent, with them during his stay in their neigh
bourhood. and ho was looking forward to renewing their acquaint
ance after the war.

A vote o f  sympathy was pnssed to Mr. G. Johnson who was ill. 
and unable to attend. i|, being the first annual meeting he had 
missed since the Guild’s form ation.—Votes o f  thanks wero passed 
to  the V icar for his permission to hold tho mootin'- for the ser
vice, and for presiding at tho tea and m eeting: to Miss Avery, the 
organist, fo r  playing for  the service, and t o 't h e  host nnd hostess 
for the bountiful tea. Tho towers represented were: Ashford 
Rye, W oodchurch. Stono nnd Tentorden. and the local tower. Ash
ford. came out strong, with six representatives.

E A R L S H E A T O N  B E L L S  R E S T O R E D .
PLEASANT YO R K SH IRE  GATHERING.

On Saturday, January 6th, at the invitation o f  Mr. W alter Idle, 
o f the local band, there was a  gathering o f  ringers at St. Peter's 
Church, Earlsheaton, to try the bells o f the church, which had re
cently undoigone a thorough renovation at the hands o f Messrs. J. 
Taylor and Son, o f Loughborough. The bells were cast by Mears. iu 
1853, being a peal o f eight, with a  14 cwt. tenor, and were a nice 
musical peal. Some twelve months ago the "  go ”  o f the bells be
came very heavy, and as the Earlsheaton ringers are famous strikers 
and ringers, invariably occupying a prominent position at the local 
contests, Messrs. Taylor were called in to set matters right. Tho 
result was that a new iron fram e was put in, with all new fittings, 
wheels, headstocks, etc., the bells being returned on Canon Simp
son’s principle, tho result heing a great credit to  the famous Lough
borough foundry. Tho following gentlemen accepted the invitation 
to attend: Messre. G. B. Bolland (Tong). F . Salmons and J. Cotterell 
(Halifax), F . W . Dixon ^Guiseley), H . Oddy (Thornhill). J. BroadJey 
ami T. B. Kendall (Shipley), P. J. Johnson (H oibeck), and last, but 
not least, Mr. Harry Withers, o f Birmingham. R iD ging commenced 
at 3 p.m .. and consisted o f various touches o f Kont Treble Bob and 
Stedman Triples, the conducting being shared by Messrs. Johnson, 
Withers, Dixon, and Cottercll. Tlie tone and go  o f the bells were 
greatly admired, the tuning in particular coming in for  great 
praise, as the 14 cwt. tenor sounds as if  it were a much larger bell.

Tea was provided at. tho Co-operative Restaurant. Dewsbury, by 
Mr. Idle, the party there being joined by the members o f the local 
branch, somo 25 ringers sitting down to a really splendid tea. An 
arljournmi-nt was then made to  the headquarters at Earlsheaton, 
the evening being spent in handbell ringing in various methods, 
while Mr. W ithers, with his dulcimer, completely mystified and de
lighted his hearers by the ease wikh which he produced musical 
selections and changes, ranging from  Stedman Triples to Grandsire 
Caters. Double Norwich and Lendon Surprise M ajor, the last named 
bein.» a truly marvellous performance.

Mr. G R. Bolland during an interval, announced to the company 
that i) was 'h e  birthday o f Mr. Idle, and also o f Mr. John Gar- 
forth, the veteran o f the Earlshealon band. Their health was 
drunk, and wishes expressedi by Messrs. Cotterell, Broadley and 
Johnson, that they may be spared many years with good health, to 
ring on tho bells th a t ‘ they had been so long and honourably con
nected with. .

Opportunity was also taken to  thank Mir. Idle for his great kind
ness in entertaining the party, and also Mr. W ithers for his fine 
performances during tho evening. Train tim e brought proceedings 
to a close all too soon, leaving one wishing that it might, fall to 
their lof, soon to m eet again under such happy and congenial sur
roundings in the future. P . J- «•

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  A S S O C IA T IO N .
BRISTOL BRANCH MEETING.

Tho auuual mooting of the Bristol Branch » a  • held at St. George's, 
ou Saturday week. The bells (6) were set going soon after two o'clock 
to various methods until 4 30, when a short service was held iu Hie 
church. The Rev. G. H . W illm ott Ellwell officiated, an <  in his in
teresting address, he referred to the loss to the Association o f the 
Rev. H . A. Cockey. Some 23 members and friends afterwards sat 
down to tea in the Schoolroom.

Before commencing the business meeting, tlie chairman o f the branch 
(Mr. II. T . Howell) extended a hearty welcome to the visitors, Mr. A. 
W. Brighton (of London) and Mr. J. W . Jones (of Newport, Mon.-), 
the latter being a most frequent visitor.

The chair was then taken by the Rev. W illm ott Ellwell. —  Mr. 
Howell said they no doubt greatly regretted te learn o f the Rev. H . 
A. Cockey’s death, and spoke very highly o f  his services to the As
sociation, and particularly o f the active part took as hon. trea
surer. H o proposed that a letter o f  sympathy be sent to Mrs. Cockey 
by the hon. secretary, and tho members signified tlieir approval by 
standing in silence.

The balance sheet, presented by tho Hon. Secretary, and adopted, 
showed the branch to bo in a good financial position, with a balance 
in hand of £5 12s. 6d.

The Chairman o f  the Branch, in his report), said til* past yoar had 
been very successful, and he asked) the members to contiuue the good 
feeling and real pleasure shown at the meetings. He also urged tlial a 
still more keen interest be taken iu the Association, and its objects by 
all members. Mr. Howell then asked to be allowed to  resign tlie chair
manship. considering it would be better to  have now blo»d for the new 
vear.—W ith tho unanimous wish o f the members, however, it was de
cided to ,elect Mr. Howell again ns chairmnn for the year: it being stated 
that when a good man occupied the position it waa better to * e p  him 
there.—Tile chair was then taken by Mr. Howell for  th# remainder of 
tho meoting.

A letter was read from tho hon. secretary, Mr. Arthur W . Seviour, at 
present with tho army, tendering his resignation. Mention was made 
of flio services to the Association o f Mr. Sevfour and to  his grent- in
terest in the ringing, and with tho unanimous assent of the members it

was decided that, a letter o f  thanks be sent to Mr. Seviour for hi
efforts during his lerm o f •ffioe. .
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The present hon. assistant secretary, Mr. Charles J . Walton, was 
ihen elected hon. secretary for the year, and Mr. C. Gordon was re
je c te d  «m representative on the Managepient Committee.

Mr. G. Condick again brought forward tho suggestion to have four 
fixed quarterly meetings, one iu each district, to bo deckled at the An
nual meetings, and after discussion if, was finally agreed to  have the 
four quarterly meetings for this year, as under: No. 1 District, Hen- 
bury, ldth February; No. 2 District, Bitton, l2t.li M ay; No. 3 District, 
Westerleigli. 18th A ugust; No. 4 District; Almondsbury, 17th Nov.

A vobo thanks was passed to the V icar for  so kindly receiving the 
Association again at St. George’s, and fo r  taking the chair at tho 
meeting, and also to  the lady organist and the organ blower.—T he Rev. 
W iUmott Ellwell, in responding, expressed his pleasure at seeing the 
Association gather a t St. George's again, and hoped to have* them at 
another time.— A vote o f  thanks was also passed to the ladies for ar
ranging and attending the tea.

Several touches o f  Grandsire and Stedman Caters and Cinquos on 
thc handbells furnished an appropriate end to a successful meeting.

D E A T H  OF T H E  R E V . J. H. PILK IN G TO N .
TUXGER AND FREEMASON.

The Eaercise has lost another of its clerical members by the death o f 
the Rev. James Holm e Pilkington, who for thirty years was Rector of 
Framlingham. Suffolk The deceased gentleman had not in recent 
years been actively identified with ringing, but- his interest in the 
art never flaggod. He was a. member o f the Norwich Diocesan As
sociation. for which he had rung 26 peals, and was always a welcome 
figuro at the Association meetings. Twenty years or so ago the 
reverend gentleman was fond o f composition, and hc composed several 
peals o f B ob M ajor o f some note. Some o f them appear in the Cen
tral Council's Collection, among them being a 5088, with the fewest 
)K*ssible number o f c o u rse  in a six-parf com position; a 5088 with thc 
120 7—8's before, and a perfect seven-part 5152. in which the part- 
ends arc the lead-onds' o f  th® plain courso in th e ir  proper coursing 
order. While he was Rector o f Framlingham Mr. Pilkington car
ried. out the restoration o f the church at a  cost o f £5.000, the scheme 
including the rehanging o f the peal o f  eight bells.

In Freemasonry the deceased was a very prominent member, and 
ro^e lo  the rank o f Deputy Provincial Grand Master o f Suffolk, and 
Grand Chaplain o f the Grand Lodge o f  England, one o f  the highest 
honour? in the craft open to a clergyman. H e was initiated into 
“  Fidelity Lodge, Framlingham, in 1888; served the office o f  W.M.

, on m oro than one occasion, and was successively appointed 
Chaplain, Provincial Senior Grand Warden, and eventually in 1902 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master o f  the Province o f Suffolk. He 
was also a Past Grand Chaplain o f the Grand Lodge o f England. In 
the Royal Arch he was initiated into “  Henniker '* Chapter, Fram
lingham. No. 555, and after first serving as .Provisional Grand So
journer, was in 1901 appointed Grand Superintendent o f SufTolk, 
which exalted position he occupied! with credit to him self and to the 
welfare o f the Province till his death. In Mark Masonrv he has boen 
Provincial Grand Chaplain o f England as well as o f  East Anglia. He 
was also a Past Provincial Senior Grand W arden o f  East Anglia. In 
the Rose Croix he was a P .M .W .S .; K t .T .; and a Past Provincial 
Grand Prelate o f East Anglia.

Although the deceased gentleman w*as known to have enjoyed any
thing but. good health in recent years, his somewhat sudden death 
on tho 28th ult. cam® as a shock to his parishioners. The compaia- 
tively recent death of the reverend gentleman's daughter, and the 
facfc that, his only surviving son was badly wounded in Franco, re
sulting in the amputation o f  the right hand, tended to retard 
progress towards good health, which the late rector had not en
joyed for  some years past. H e had the widespread sympathy o f all 
amongst whom he lived in these domestic afflictions, a n i the large 
attendance at this funeral indicated the general regret his demise 
had occasioned.

The first part o f fhe service took place at the Parish Church at 
Framlingham, the building being filled by a congregation consisting 
o f i townspeople of Framlingham and the representative srathering 
«»f Suffolk Freemasons. Cauon Abbay (Earl Sohara), Canou fJoldsmitli 
(Aldeburgh), and the Rev. H . A. Bright (curate o f Framlingh^m) 
conducted the servicc, which was fully choral, and attended bv a 
number o f surpliced clergy. Brahms' “  Requiem ”  was played as 
the funeral procession entered the church, and the hymns were “  O 

‘ C« xl our help ’ * and “  Praise, my soul, tho King o f Heaven,”  set 
lo Goss’ s music.

The interment took place in Saxted Churchyard, the body being 
laid to rest at. the head of the three graves of the deceased gentle
m an's children. The renains were followed to their last resting- 
p’ ^ee by deceased's daughter (Miss Phyllis Pilkincton). his brother 
CMr. Arthur Pilkington), his 6ister (Miss Edith Pilkington), and Mr
F. G. Ling. Thc widow was too unwell to  attend, and the deceased 
•/e.ntleman's son (Mr. Dan Pilkington), who is a Second-Lieut. in 
t in  Suffolk Regiment, was, of course, unable to be oresest, being 
^ ill in a London nursing home. Tho Rev. Canon Abbav and the 
Rev. S. W . Key officiated a t  the graveside service, af the conclusion 
o f which those o f the M ^on s who made the three-mile journey to 
Saxted dropped sprigs o f acacia on to  the coffin, which bore the 
following inscription; “James Holm e Pilkington. bom  July 3rd. 
1856: died December 28th, 1916.”  There were a large number o f 
beautiful wreaths.

NOTICES.

A N C IE N T  SO C IE TY  OF C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S 
(Established 1637).— Meetings will be held at the Coffee 
Pot, Warwick Lane, E.C., for general business on 
January 30th ; and for handbell practice on the 
25th. All at S p.m. The subscription of is. 8d., 
which entitles members, who seldom attend the meetings, 
to vote on matters of finance, is now due.— William T. 
Cockerill, Hon. Sec., 32, Edgeley Road, Clapham, S.W .

SU R R E Y  A SSO C IA TIO N .— The annual general 
meeting of the Surrey Association will be held at St. Mary 
Magdalene, Reigate, on Saturday, the 20th Jan., 1917. The 
ten-bell tower (tenor 20 cwt.) will be open for ringing from
2.30 to 5 pm . Service 5.10. Tea in Parish Hall, 
Lesbourne Road, 5.45 (Members 9d.). It is hoped lhat those 
who can possibly do so will endea%’our to be present at least - 
at the meeting following tea, for the election of officers to 
“  carry on ”  so far as may be possible.— Ch. Reading, 
Asst. Hon. Sec., Union Bank Chambers, Croydon.

W A R W IC K S H IR E  G U IL D .— A Quarterly Meeting 
will be held at Rugby on Saturday, January 20th. Bells 
(8) available from 3 p.m. till dusk. Committee meeting
4.30 p .m .; Business meeting in belfry, 5.30 p.m.—J. H. 
White, 65, George Eliot Road, Coventry.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  & D ISTS. ASSOCIATIO N  
— Northern Branch.— The next quarterly meeting will be 
held at Old Hill on Saturday, Jan. 20th. Service in the 
Church at 4.45. Tea will be provided, to be followed by 
the meeting in the schools after the service. Bells avail- 
ablefor ringing from 3 p.m. until service time.— E. J.Dowler, 
11, Edward Road, Bournbrook, Birmingham, Branch 
Hon. Sec.

H E R T F O R D S H IR E  ASSO C IA TIO N  — Western 
Branch.— A District Meeting will be held at Watford 
Parish Church, on Saturday, January 20th. Ringing from
2 o ’clock until dusk. Meeting afterwards.— F. A. Smith, 
and F. Edwards, Secretaries, 67, Upper Paddock Road, 
Oxhey, Watford.

C E N T R A L  N O R T H A N T S  A S SO C IA TIO N .— 
Northampton District.— The Quarterly Meeting will be 
held at Ecton, on Saturday, January 20th. Bells ready
2.30 p.m. Service 4.40 p.m. Tea 5 p.m.— T. Law, Dis
trict Secretary, St. Peter’s Cottages, Weston, Favell.

SO C IE T Y  FO R  T H E  A R C H D E A C O N R Y  OF 
S T A F F O R D .— Quarterly meeting will be held at Rushall 
on Saturday, January 27th. Bells available at 3 p.m. 
Service in church, with an address by the Vicar (Kev.
A .T . S. Talbot), at 5.15; Tea (1/-) in the Schoolroom at 6. 
Please send word not later than Tuesday, 23rd inst.— H. 
Knight, Hon. Sec., 15, Rugby Street, Wolverhampton.

K E N T  CO U N TY A SSO C IA TIO N .— Lewisham Dis
trict.— The next Quarterly Meeting will be held at Beck
enham on Saturday, January 27th. Bells available 3 p.m. 
to 5 p.m .; Service, with address by Canon H . Arnott, at 
5 p .m .; Tea and business meeting to follow in the Church 
House. A charge of 1/- per head for tea, and this can only 
be provided for those who send their names to me by 
Tuesday, Jan. 23rd, the latest. Subscriptions are now due, 
and should be paid at this meeting.— T. Groombridge, 
Hon. Dist. Sec., 35, Albany Road, Cbislehurst,
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M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S ’ A S S O C IA T IO N . — The 
next Quarterly Meeting will be held at Loughborough, on 
Saturday, January 27th. Ringing from 1.30 p.m. until 
dusk at the Bell Foundry, and at Stanford-on-Soar. 
Visitors to Stanford should make up their band previously 
and notify Mr. Harry Whittle. Committee meeting at 
5 o ’clock, followed by tea and general meeting for the 
election of auditors, etc., at 5.30 p.m., in the Coffee Rooms, 
Market Place. The tea will be free to ticket holders only. 
Application for tickets, giving each member’s name, must 
reach me not later than first post on the previous Thursday. 
— W . E. White, Hon. Sec., Cotgrave.

SO C IE TY OF R O Y A L  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H S . 
— Annual meeting at St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields, on Satur
day, Jan. 27th. Tower open 2.30 to 5. Tea kindly provided 
by the Vicar in the Vestry Hall at 5.30 to those who notify 
me by the 24th.— H. J. Bradley, 25, Winchester Avenue, 
Brondesbury, N .W .

SA LO P G U IL D .— Annual meeting, January 27th, 1917, 
at St. Chad’s, Shrewsbury. Ringing, 2 to 5 p .m .; service,
5.15 p .m .; tea in St. Chad’s Institute, 5.45 p .m .; meeting
6.30 p.m. Please reply to Rev. F.Tennison, St. Alkmund's 
Vicarage, before 24th inst.

Y O R K S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— The annual general 
meeting will be held at Pontefract on Saturday, February 
3rd, 1917. Bells of both churches available until dusk ; 
service in All Saints’ Church at 4.45 p .m .; tea and meeting 
to follow. —  H. Williams, Sec. fro tem., New W ortley 
Cemetery, Leeds.

K E N T  CO U N TY A SSO C IA TIO N .— Ashford District. 
—A meeting of the above will be held at Hythe, on Satur
day, February 3rd. Bells available from 2 o ’clock till 
sunset. A member will be elected at this meeting to serve 
on a sub-committee to consider the question of a memorial 
to all those who will have fallen in the W ar and who have 
served in H.M. Forces. A good attendance is hoped for.— 
C. Tribe, Hon. Sec., British School Villas, Tenterden.

E SSE X  A SSO C IA TIO N .— North-Eastern Division.— 
A district meeting will be held at Coggeshall on Saturday, 
February 3rd. Bells ready at 2 p.m., until sunset. See 
notice next week. Subscriptions for 1917 are now due.—
B. Ridgwell, Dist. Sec., Rayne.

T H E  L A D IE S ’ G U IL D .—1 beg to remind Members 
that the annual subscription is now due.— Edith K. Parker, 
Hon. Sec., 97, Edenbridge Road, Bush Hill Park, Enfield,

PEAL BOOKS.— Pricc 3s., post free 3/6. Peals writ
ten in at 3d. per page. Prices for entering peals in Asso
ciation official peal books upon application.— I. Beams, 
West Ewell, Epsom.

S IT U A T I O N  W A N T E D .
W A N T E D .—Situation as G A R D E N E R , 22 years’ 

experience in all branches; 3^ years in present place; not 
eligible for the army, change ringer on 6, 8, or 10 bells. 
Glamorgan or Monmouthshire preferred. — Apply F. 
Edwards, 38, Ludlow Street, Penarth.

H O L ID A Y  A P A R T M E N T S .
RINGERS and visitors to Matlock will find every com 

fort and convenience at Mr«. H. Paulson’f, Be«cS Ho u k .

Ckioellins
ft James, cm..

CHURCH BELLS SINGLY OR 
IN RINGS.

Bell Frames in Cast Iron, Steel 
and Oak.

Bells tuned on the latest im
proved principles initiated by 

the late Canon Simpson.

CHSTliE GREEN, 
---- BRISTOL.-----
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JAMES BARWELL,
LIMITED,

Church B ell Founders
—  AND —

Church B ell H angers, 
GREAT HAMPTON STREET,

b x r m in  g h  a m
T ow ers and  C am p aniles In sp ected  and  

E stim a tes  F u rn ish ed  to  cover every  
E xp en se. - 

m u sica l H an d b ells , in  an y  s ize  and num ber, 
for T u n e or C hange-ringing, in  G uaranteed  

Q uality.
The Jasper Snowdon Series.
ROPE-SIGHT. 1». 6d . ; sixth ed. 150 pages; treats Plain Bob, com -

men tin g  on three bells. .
T R A N D S 1 E E  2b. 64 . ;  second « * . ;  264 Pa* e s ; com m encm e  on five
°  bells-/com plete with the Thompson Chart*, etc., etc.
STANDARD METHODS 6lh Edition Now Ready, 2s. 6d.
?T F n V A N  2s 6d • 275 pages, by the Rev. C. D. P. Davies, M.A., STEDMAN-h 2s- P y8 ^  &  et et

T H r r t  F, BOB Part I. Is. 6d .;  second ed .; with appendix; 1UU 
d o E ly  printed pages. Part II.. suited for  Conductors only; 
very scarce; 2s. l j d . ;  236 pages.

DOUBLE N ORW ICH  C. B. Major. A t present out o f print. 
SU RPRISE PEALS. Cambridge, Superlative and London; compiling. 

All post free, en receipt o f postal order, from

Mrs. LAURA SNOWDON, Cartmel, Lancashire.

ALFRED BOWELL, 
CHURCH B E L L  FO U N B ER ,

ipswieH-

JOHN SM ITH  & SONS
Midland Clock Works,

D E R B Y
Telegraphic A d d rcss -
• Clocks, Derby.”
Tel. No. 569

Q \ -$ .

M AKERS OF CLOCKS AND 
CHIMES for S. Paul’s Cathtdral 

Bevorley Minster. Selby Abbey, Truro 
.  Cathedral, Thurle* Cathedral, Trinity College, Cam

bridge. Relfnst Assembly Hall, Magdalen C- llege, Oxford, 
H.id many ntbers i«* Lord nrin ihorpe 's  deaipr.p In 1897, 

writing to tho Vicar of Minchinhamp’ on, Lotd Grfmthorpe said “ Smith 
of vrill clock you {n t»je b*« t tray and ns near ntemity as noesible.

“ THE W O RLD S BEST" 
BELLROPES

PROVED IN TH E RINGING OF THE 
W O RLD ’S RECORD PEAL.

S p lic in g  and R ep a irs

I
P rice List 

o f  the 
S ole  M aker.

John Pritchard,
Swan Street, 

LOUGHBOROUGH
E stablished over ft H U N D R E D  Y E A R S .

Unique for Presentation.
An Inkstand in the design of a Well-shaped Bell

This charming model in Solid Hall Marked Silver 
will make a most appropriate and useful Gift.

It can be supplied in the following sizes:— 
Diameter 2^in. 2fin. 3}in. 3£in. 4m. 4$in. 5 in. 
Price ... 10/6 16/-  21/ -  26/6 32/6 42/- 55/ 
Monogram or Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges.

J d  A l i i T P T i i P  Goldsmith and 
• O  V./ JLYJ.J3  X-J J t li; Silversmith,

W O K I K T G
(MAKER OF THE RINGERS BADGE.) 

THOMAS DOBLE & SOIM, Church Bel)-
Hangers, TAUNTON.—B ells  Hung on the 
most approved principles Old Bells Re cast, 
New Bells supplied, Ropes of th e  b est maku. E llacom be’s  Chiming Apparatus fixed, Hand 
bells in sets , Chromatic or Diatonic

THE BADGE OF THE CRAFT
A B eautifu lly  E xecuted

RING ER S ’ PEN B AN T
in d o ld , S ilver or  Bronze. 
Specia lly  S u itab le  fo r  G ifts. 

P r ic e s ,  Gold (9 carat) 21/- , Silver 4/6 
Bronze 2/9 (post free).

J. COMBER, Goldsmith and Jeweller,
TELKPHONK * 171 WOKINOi W O K I N R

Printed for the Proprietors by the W o o d b r id g b  P rb ss , L td .. 
G u ildford , and Published by M essrs. W m . D a w s o n  & Sons 
L «d . Cannon H ou se,B ream 's Buildings, L ondon , E .C .
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GlLLETT & J0HNST0
CROYDON, Surrey. 

BELLS, CLOCKS, CARILLONS.

T H E  N E X T  C O U N C IL  M E E T IN G .
The preliminary notice of the Central Council meeting 

at Whitsun has been issued to the members, and, as 
resolved upon by the Standing Committee last year, the 
venue is to be Gloucester, which was chosen on account of 
the fact that, the meeting being one of more than ordinary 
importance, that city is much more central and convenient 
to reach than Plymouth, which was selected by the Council 
two years ago. When the Standing Committee exercised 
their discretion— wisely, we think— to change the place of 
meeting, there was doubtless a hope that, before the time 
arrived for the gathering to be held, the \Var would be over, 
or, at least, that the end would be well in sight. The 
meeting, originally fixed for Plymouth, was abandoned on 
account of the “  pressure of the war and its accompanying 
burdens," which, it was thought, would make the likelihood 
of the attendance of a reasonable number of members at so 
distant a place as Plymouth very remote.

If that was the case last year, have the conditions im 
proved this ? The war is still the overburdening preoccupa
tion ; the stress is greater than ever, men have less time to 
give to minor affairs, and, not least important from the 
point of view of the various associations who have to meet 
the expenses, the cost of travelling has increased by fifty 
per cent. W e imagine the Standing Committee have taken 
all this into consideration, or at least will do so before 
finally convening the meeting. W ould ringing suffer 
seriously if the meeting were postponed for another year ? 
W e think not. On the other hand, it would be to the best 
advantage of the Central Council if a meeting of the 
importance that its next promises to be were attended by a 
full complement of members. The prevailing conditions 
are such as will prevent anything but a limited attendance, 
and apart from the fact that several members are 
actually serving with the forces, and a great many others 
are engaged on work of national importance, and could 
not give up the necessary time to attend the gathering, 
some of those associations whose funds are at this time by 
no means too plentiful, will not be over-anxious to send 
their representatives, when the distance, as it is in many 
cases, is so great.

It is because the business of the next meeting of the 
Council is important— it may have a considerable bearing 
on the future of the Council itself—that the question of 
meeting under present circumstances ought seriously to be 
considered. As long as the Standing Committee are avail* 
able to deal with any matters of emergency as they arise— 
and as they did, we believe, in the question which we 
strenuously advocated recently— the Council would not 
buffer b*y postponing its business until it can rrnjet Under 

(Continued ott Pige 26.)

St. P e te r ’s Co lleg ia te  Church , 
W o lve rham p ton . 

T«nor (33 owt.) o f  th e  New  Ring of 12.
W D LFB O N  CHAMBERS, W OLVERH AM PTON, 

M IB8 RS. GILJjETT and JOHNSTON, CROYDON, 4th March. 11111. 
Haatlemen,

Tha re-caiting of the peal of ten belli with the addition of two 
■aw onea in ihe tower of Bt. Peter'i Collegiate Church, Wolverhampton, 
recently oarried out by you hai proved moat lucceiifu l, a id  given 
general lati.faction .

I am authoriaed by the Beator and Wardena to »ay how pleaaa'd 
ttey  »re with the reiult. Id the opinion of thoae well qualified to 
fudge, we have now, undoubtedly, one of the bait peali in tbe Kingdom.

Youra faithfully, F. T. BECK,
Architect, Dioeeaan Surveyor.

MODERN WORK.



26 O i k  RJNOHtfG W O R LD . January 26th, 1917-

CHARLES CARR, LTD,

OPINION O F  O U R  
M O D E R N  W O R K .

Broomfield Vicarage,
Chelmsford

D u i  Sira,
I bare great pleasure in stating 

that we are perfectly aatiafled with 
itie Banner In which you hare 
tarried out the work entrusted to 
yon o f re-arranging and re-hanging 
Ik* Broomfield Church Bella.

We eoneider that the work re- 
fceta  (Teat credit upon your flra , 
and believe that your system of 
hanging the bell a reducea the vlbra- 
tien of the ateel frame aupplied by 
you to a minimum.

ln e  CHCBCHW ARDENS unite 
with U I  in tbia expreaalon of
o  pinion. The BKLLEINGERS are 
*iao unanlmoua in their praiae of 
t it aiteratlona effected by you.

Toara truly,
CH AB. EDMUNDS,

Vicar o f Broomfield. 
Ueaara C. CABB, LTD.

Bmethwlok.

Kindly aak ua to Inapact, Beport 
Aad Tender before deciding your 
Coatract, — we may be able to 
l l l l l i  yen.

SM E TH W IC K ,
BIRM INGHAM

BELLS
FOR CHURCHES,

S IN G L Y ,
O R  IN  P B A L S .

C H IM E S  FO R  C L 0 C K 8 .

P b a l s  A u g m e n t e d , 
C r a c k e d  B e l l s  R e c a s i .

FRAMES
In B e s t  S e a s o n e d  O a k , 

S t e e l  o r  I r o n .

Chiming Machines.
Best W orkm anship and

Satisfaction Guaranteed

FITTINGS
o r  ALL KINDS.

A R T IS T IC  W R O U G H T  IR O N  
B R A C K E T S . 

M allb& blb  Iso n  E e a c s b ::  
bu st B i l l  H o p e s . 

KKPAIB6 AND BKH ANO IN  ’.
IK ALL BBAMCHB8.

BSLLHANQERS sent to Inspect 
and report on Beils aad Tovers.

SEND FOB CATALOGUE.

ESTABLISHED 1760.

JOHN NICOLL,
Ohuroh Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,

60, QUEEN’S ROAD, PECKHAM, LONDON, S.E.
?Two minutes from  Q a etn 's  R oad  Station, L .B . & S .C . R ailw ay).

Late 188, Keeton’s Road, Bermondsey.

Maker to St. Patti's Cathedral, W estm inster A bbey , Im perial Instltuto, 
Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. A lban 's , L incoln . D urham , Peterborough. 
M elbourne (Australia), R ochester, D ublin, S t. P atrick 's, MaoebMMr 

and W ovoeetef Cathedrals e to ..e tc .

(Continued from  page 2 5 .) 
happier and more normal conditions. It would be a 
thousand pities if the next meeting of the Council were not 
fully representative, and it seems to us that unless there is 
a change of existing circumstances at an unexpectedly near 
date, it is more than likely that the attendance would be 
far below the average. The matter is one which, of course, 
rests with the Standing Committee, who, it must be pre
sumed, will carefully weigh the pros and cons.

SIX BELL PEAL.
C R O P T H O R N E , W O R C E S T E R S H IR E .

T H E  W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A N D  D IS T R IC T S  ASSOCIATION 
( S o u t h e r n  B r a n c h . )

Oh Sunday, January 14, 1917, in T h ru  Hours and Seven Mtnuitt,
A t  t h e  P a r is h  C h d r c h  o f  S t . M ic h a e l ,
A P EA L  #F MINOR, 5040 CH ANCES ;

Being four 7 2 0 ’ s o f  Plain B o b  and three o f  Grandsire each callcd  
diflcrently. T en or 10 cw t., in G .

H a r r y  G o b l d  .................... ..Treble
J a m e s  H e m m i n g ........................ 2
J o s e p h  D . J o h n s o n

E d m u n d  R o b b in s  .............. 4
A r t h u r  J o r d a n  .............. 5
F r e d e r i c k  J o r d a n ..............Tenor

C onducted  by F r e d e r i c k  J o r d a n .
Rung with the bells half-m uffled  as a  last token o f  respect to Pte 

W illiam  Tayler, a m em ber o f the local band, w h o has fallen in 
France. T h e  peal preceded a m em orial service in the Parish C hurch .

, R O L L  OF H O N O U R .
From St. Saviour’s, W altham stow :—

Spr. C. T . Coles, Hon. Secretary Middlesex Association, Royal 
Engineers, Railway Transport, now at Longm ore Camp, 
Hants.

From Irthlinj'borougli, N orthants:—
A.-M. J . Hubert Horn, Royal Naval A ir Servioe, now at Crystal 

Palace.
From Framlingham, Suffolk :—

P t« W . E. Maulden, A .S.C ., M .T ., now at Grove Park.

T H E  L A T E  M R . A . W .  G R IM E S.
interment o f  ih o  lato Mr. A . W . Grimes, whose death has 

oyoked much sympathy am ong b is large circle o f  friends, took place 
•at Dobonham Cemetery. T ho principal mourners were tho widow, 
Mr. and Mrs. W . Grimes (father and mother), Mr. and Mrs. Sage 
(brother-in-law {p d  sister), Mrs. Perry, Mrs. Burch, Miss A . Grimes. 
? i  -i ^ r *me6 (sisters). Owing to  tho fact thaf, Debenham is
14 miles distant from  Ipswich, and a difficult place to  roach, there 
woro no ringers present â . the funeral, for  most o f tho local men 
ore away in tho arm y, bu t am ong the man3’ nice wreaths that were 
sent was a beautiful one from  mombors o f  the Colleeo Youths and 
friends.

,  L A T E  N O T IC E S .
ST . M A R G A R E T 'S , W E S T M IN S T E R , S .W .—  

Ringing for evensong will recommence on Sunday next, 
January 28th, at 6 o’clock (service at 7), and on every 
alternate Sunday from this date. All visitors welcome.— 
W . H . Hewett.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A SS O C IA T IO N . —  Derby 
District.— The annual meeting o f this district will be held 
m St. Andrew's Church Belfry, Derby, on Saturday, Feb. 
3rd, 1917, at 2.30 p .m. W ill members whose subscriptions 
are in arrears please send them in ; also the Roll o f Honour, 
so that the Hon. Secretary’s list can be brought up to 
date ?— J. Lord, Local Sec., 36, Howard St., Derby.

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  A SS O C IA T IO N .
North Forest Branch.— The armual general meeting of 

the above branch will be held at St. Mary’s Church, 
Newent, on Saturday, Feb. 3rd. Bells (6) available at 2 
p.m. till dusk. Short service in the church at 4.30 p.m. 
Tea at 5 p.m. in the Parish Room, provided free by the 
Rector, W ill members who intend com ing kindly notify 
me on or before Wednesdays January 31st?— Ex-Sergt. 
-Joseph Williams, Acting Sac./ Glen Holm, Newwit, Glos.
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C H U R C H  B E L L S  OF L A N C A S H IR E .
MR. CH EETH AM S BOOK.

Those who wero fortunate enough to  secure <*■ oopy o f Part I. of 
Mr. F. W . Gheetham's " Tho Church Bells o f Lancashire ’ a year 
or eo ago, will welcomo tho appearance o f  the second portion o f the 
volume, which promises to  be one o f  the m ost interesting o f ail 
those dealing with the antiquarian study o f bells. Part II ., like its 
predecessor, is a reprint, from  tho "  Transaction* o f  tho Lancashire 
and Cheshire Antiquarian Society,”  and deals with tho bells in the 
Hundred o f Salford, which includes such oontres o f ringing as Man
chester Ashton-under-Lyne and Oldham.

Mr. Cheotham’s volume is much m ore than a catalogue ot tho 
liells to bo fouud in tho Lancashire churches. From old parish re
cords lie has unearthed many interesting facts concerning the his
tory of tho bells and the customs o f  tho ringers, and consequently 
this book is as attractive to  ringers, and particularly Lancashire 
rin^era, aa it is to archaeologists. Mr. Chectham, in summarising 
the results o f his investigations, tells us that there are only two 
m edieval bells in the Salford Hundred— one at. Bradshaw, o f 14th 
century date, and the other at Clayton Hall, probably a late four
teenth or early fifteenth century boll. There are no church bolls o f 
tho sixteenth century; bnt Edenfteld, Holcom bo, Bolton, R inglev and 
Great Lover Hall have bolls o f  the seventeenth century. Thero 
are a  fairly large number o f eighteenth century bells, and the Rud- 
lialls, o f Gloucester, seem to have dono a great deal o f work in the 
district in this period. This, o f  course, was due to  the fact that 
means o f transit by water was fairly easy between tlio two cities. 
The Whitechapel Foundry also provided many bells for  the Hundred 
of Salford during the same period.

ANCIENT RIN GERS' R IV A L R Y .
W o have only spaoo to  quote ono extract, from  tlio ringing history 

that appears in this volumo. whioh runs to nearly 120 pages, and it 
relates to tho old-timo rivalry botwecn the Ashlon-under-Lyno and 
Oldham ringers. On August. 6th, 1782, it  is recorded, says Mr. Cheet- 
liam, that “ the Ashton Youths rang a true peal o f Grandsire 
Triples, consisting o f 5040 changes, in 3 hrs. 9 mins.. the weight o f 
the tenor being upwards of a ton. Tho above peal is tho only one 
over yet completed in this county.”  A  week later, “  the celebrated 
Youths o f Oldham ”  rang the same number o f changes, in 2 hrs. 50 
minutes, but, the tenor boll was only about 8 cwt. The active 
rivalry between Ashton and Oldham seems to have begun in 1783, 
and only came to  an end about 1830. Tho Oldham ringers are 
credited with “  repeatedly, arrogantly and unprovokedly saying that 
the Ashton ringers were not able to  ring them anywhere ” ; and 
when a deputation from Ashton waited upon Oldham they were 
troated with something liko contempt. “  Instead o f entering into 
a proper obligation to prove the superior ability o f the disputant*, 
nothing was heard on their part but banter, scurrility and defama
tion.”  A fter this a challenge was issued on behalf o f the “ Ashton 
ringers to ring upon eight bells any set. o f  ringings belonging 
to Oldliam . . . for any 6tim o f  money not less than eight and not 
more than twenty guineas.”  Tlio contest, took place at, Leeds on 
September 22nd, 1786, and was decided in favour o f Oldham. Both 
the Ashton and tho Oldham ringene m et a t tho opening o f  the new 
hells at Flixton, in January, 1808, but at tho close o f  t h e -ringing 
tho judges were unable to come to  a docision, and the prize money 
was divided. The verdiot satisfying nobody, a  match for £40 was 
arranged at F liiton , and came off on Juno 24th, 1808. when Oldham 
wore deolared the winnors. Tho conductor o f the Ashton ringers 
Jonathan W ild, was charged with sellirUr tho match to  the Oldham 
men, and so high waa the state o f  feeling a t tho timo that W ild 
left Asliten and went to  live at Stockport, wlicro he remained 26 
vears. The accusation seems to  have been unjust, and W ild was al
lowed to como back to  Ashton before his death. For tho great 
contest, both companies went into training. Tho ringers went to 
Flixton the day before the contest, accompanied by their supporters; 
and the number o f  visitors to  the village, it  is said, was so large 
that some had to sleep in the open-air, in carts, etc. A fter the Flix- 
lon match there was continual strife between the Ashton and Oldham 
ringers for more than 20 years, and it is said to  have been carried
lo such a pitch that "  if ono o f the Oldham ringers strayed lo  Ash- 
lon and was recognised. they ran him out o f tho village.”  

M YSTERY OF ORIGIN OF A BELL.
Is there anyone am ong our readers who can help Mr. Chcetham 

to traco the origin o f the heaviest o f  the three bells at St. James', 
H eyw ood? Tho church wnsi built in 1838, but this bell is one by 
Abraham Rudhall, date 1749. Mr. Cheotham suggests it ought to be 
iwssiblo to discover from  whence this boll came from the names of 
tho churchwardens, for  it  is thus inscribed: "  W m . Swan. Ino. 
Sharpies, Imo. Millor, R obt. Dickson, churchwardens, 1749.”  I t  also 
boars Rudhall’ s initials.

Mr. Cheetham's volumo is a  deeply interesting one. fa r  removed 
from tho dry-boncfi stylo which one usually associates with the treat
ment o f antiquarian subjects. B ut t-hoso who wish to secure a copy 
•should do so a t  onoe, as there aTe only 50 on sale. They can he ob
tained from tho author, 54. Sussex Road, Southport, post free 2s. 9ri.

TtJNSTALL, KENT.— On Sunday. Nov. 12th, 720 Kent Treble B ob: 
Miss 0 . N. Jarrott 1, E. H . Spioe 2, J. W . Unwin 3, W . E. Spice 4. 
fi. H. Spice 5, W . Spies (conductor) 8.

S A L IS B U R Y  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .
M ARLBOROUGH BRANCH  SUSPENDS M ONTH LY MEETINGS.
Tho annual m eeting o f the Marlborough Branch was held on Satur

day week, a t St. M ary’s, Marlborough. F or various reasons tho at
tendance was not largo, bu t an instructive and enjoyable time was 
spent by thoso who were able to  be present. The six bells were avail
able at 3 p.m .. and were kept going till 5 p.m. Tlio members then 
adjourned to tho Angel Temperance H otel fo r  tea, which was provided 
by Host Brown in an excellent manner.

The usual Guild service was dispensed with, but a fter tea the Rev. 
A. E. G. Peters used the Guild Collect and other prayere, and after 
reading the names o f the members o f the Guild who aro on active 
service with H .M . Forces, prayer was offered for  their protection and 
safe return.

The business m eeting followed, presided over by the Chairman o f 
the Branch (the Rev. A. E. G. Petore). —  Tho Hon. Secretary (Mr. 
Seward C. Archer) read tho report for  1916, which showed that nine 
meetings had been held duriug tho year. A ll the affiliated towers on 
last year’s  list had been retained, and ono m ore tower (Ludgershall) 
added. The membership o f  the branch had increased from  44 to  61. 
and 25 members wero now on active service with H.M . Foroes. — The 
balance sheet showed a balance on the right side.

Tlie report and balance shoot were both considered satisfactory, and 
were unanimously adopted.

A vote o f  thanks was accorded tho chairman and secretary for  their 
work on behalf o f  the branch, and they were unanimously re-elected 
to offioo for 1917.

A fter discussion, it was decided to  discontinue the monthly meetings, 
owing to present circumstances caused by tho war, and to leave tho 
date o f  the next m eoting to  the discretion o f the chairman ond t ce r o  
tary.

L O N D O N  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .
Another very successful meeting o f  tho above London County As

sociation was held at St. Giles’ , Camberwell, on Saturday week, 
ringers attending from  all parts o f  the Metropolis. Tho fine peal of 
ton bells were kept going in various methods from  3 to  5 p.m ., and at
6.30 p.m. a  business meeting presided over by the Master (Mr. T. H . 
Taffender) was held a t the Stirling Castle, Church Street.— One new 
member (Mr. G. Dawson, o f Leytonstone) was elected.

Sympathetic roforenoes to  tho death o f  Mr. A. W . Grimes, a highly 
esteemed member, were made by several who knew him well, a  letter 
o f  condolenco having be ri sent to his relatives by the hon. sec. im
mediately on the receipj, *be sad news o f  his demise.

I t  was also decided that a  letter o f condolence should be forwarded 
to the representatives o f  the late Mr. F. Watson, o f  W althamstow, an 
old and respected m ember o f  the Association.

A hearty vote o f  thanks was aocorded to the V icar o f  St. Giles' for 
the use o f  the bells, also to  the steeplekeeper (Mr. H . Flower) fo r  tho 
admirable arrangements mado by him fo r  this visit.

The annual m eeting is to be held on Saturday. Feb. 10th, and parti
culars will appear in the " Ringing W orld ’ ’ in due courso.

Tho remainder o f the evening was devoted to  6ongs and handbell 
ringing, tho vocalists including Mewrs. J . Milner, W . G. Matthews, S. 
Andrews, A. R iley and T. W alker. Mr. Richardson and Mr. J . Chap
man kindly presided at tha piano.

An interesting announcement was made during the evening by Mr. 
Flower, to  the effect tha* he had received a notice from the police, 
stating that the restrictions on bell ringing, under the Defence o f  the 
Realm Regulations, had been removed, and that ringing could now be 
carried on until 9 p.m.

C E N T R A L  N O R T H A N T S  A S S O C IA T IO N .
A most, successful quarterly meeting o f  the Kettering District o f the 

Central Northants Association was held at Burton Latim er on Satur
day week, about 34 members being present from  Northampton, Kot- 
terinc, Rothwell. Isham, Barton. Orlingbury, Finedon, W ellingboro’ . 
Irth lingboro', Sliarnbrook, and the local tower. A service was held 

in the church, conducted bv the R ector (tho Rev. G. L. Richardson). 
Tea was provided at the Coffee House, presided over by  tho Rector, 
supported by the Rev. J . E. Atkins, o f Isham. A t the meeting which 
followed. Orlingbury was chosen for tho next meeting. R . Twelvetree 
was elected a ringing member. Congratulation bavin " been sent to 
P to A. J. Knight, one o f the Kettering ringers. 6th Northants Regi
ment. on his winning the D.C.M ., his reply was rend with much 
pleasure.—The district secretary was requested to  write to  Lieut. E. 
M. Atkins. R .E ., wishing him a speedy recovery, he being still under 
treatm ent for wounds received nearly a  year ago.

N o tower bell T in g in g  was done after tea owing to  restrictions, but 
handbell ringing was much enjoyed.

A vote o f thanks to the chairman nnd to  the local ringers brought 
to a  close one o f  tho best meetings held by the district.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  R IN G E R  K IL L E D .
Pte W illiam Taylor, ono o f  the band at Cropthorne, W orcester

shire, has been killod in France. On Sunday week a memorial ser
vice was held in tha Parish Church, and was preceded by a muffled 
5040 o f Minor.
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MEARS & —  
STAINBANK,

Bellfounders & Bellhungera,

32 & 34, W h itech ap el Road, 

LONDON, E.

R

T en o r  Bell, 25$ cwt., o f  th e  new ring 
o f  Ten  a t  St. P e te r ’s, B righton.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
For Rehanging, Retuning and Recasting. 

Musical Handbells in r.ets, Bell Ropes, & c.

At the Handbell Contest held annually in Manchester the 
First Prize for the last 76 years has been awarded to bands 
using our bells, and on fourteen of those occasions they have gained 
tlu Second Prize also.

R IN G IN G  A F T E R  DUSK.
DEFENCE OF TH E REALM  REGULATIONS M ODIFIED IN 

SOME AREAS.
I t  will be seen from  tbo report o f tho meeting o f tho London 

County Association, published in another column, that tho announce
ment was made that at Camberwell the Defence o f tho Realm re
gulations with regard to  the ringing o f church bells after dusk, have 
been so modified as to permit ringing to  take place in the evenings 
up to 9 p.m.

A t tho moment o f  writing this concession does not seem to be 
general, but we have ascertained that in several London districts, 
under the M etropolitan Police, an intimation o f  the modification o f 
tho order lias been convoyed to the various church* authorities, and 
on Sunday tho bells were going more or less generally for  evening 
services. Indeed, a report appears elsewhere in this issue o f a halt- 
muffled quarter-pcal rung at W oolwicli on Sunday evening in memory 
o f the victims o f  Friday’s munitions disaster. 'We understand, too, 
that practice has now been arranged to take place a t Barnes on 
Thursday evenings from  7.30 to  9.

The curious part o f the m atter, however, is that there seems to 
have been no general notification o f  the change, and as late as la-si 
Monday tho City o f London police had not. been made acquainted 
with the modification, although in the surrounding Metropolitan 
area ringing up to 9 p.m. war. permissible.

W e would advise our readers, before ringing tlieir church bells, 
after dusk, to inquire from tlieir local police authorities whether the 
modification o f the regulations has been officially convoyed to tliem.

T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL .
The usual preliminary notice o f the annual meeting o f the Central 

Council, which is to to be held at. Gloucester on W hitsun Tuesday, 
May 29th.- has been issued by the Hon. Secretary (Rev. C. D. P. 
Davies)'. Notices o f  motion, etc., should hc sent to  thc Hon. Sccre- 
uiry not later than April 28tli.

D E A T H  O F  M R . C. E. D. B O U T F L O W E R .
GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIATION’S TH IR D  RECENT

LOSS.
We regret, to announco the death of Mr. C. E. D. Boutflower, which 

occurred at Clifton, on January 8th, after an illness whic.li prevented 
his taking pai>. in any ringing for some years. Mr. Boutflower had 
filled the office o f honorary treasurer to the St. Stephen s Guild 
(Bristol) from tlie form ation o f the present company in 1894, and took 
a very active part in all its works, seldom missing a practice or Sun
day service ringing, until illness compellod him to abandon ringing al
together.

Ho was a past Master of the Gloucester and Bristol and Bath and 
W ells Associations, andi also filled the honorary secretaryship o f the 
form er Association for  several years, until obliged to  retire through 
ill-health. He had rung peals o f Grandsire, Stedmaji. Treble Bob, and 
one o f  Double Norwich M ajor.

In civil life  Mr. Boutflower had also been very active, having been 
;i member o f the Bristol Town Council and Board o f Guardians, being 
chairman o f the latter for  several years. He was very highly re
spected in the city, and1 his loss will be felt by all who wcro privileged 
to be associated with him.

Mr. B outflow ers death makes the third sad loss the Gloucester and 
Bristol Association has suitained within a few months, the other two 
being Mr. F. E. W ard (a. form er hon, treasm'erl, tyid his successor, 
the Rev. H . A. Cockey.

K IN G ’S C LIFFE  T E N O R  F U N D
The £17, which is now needed to complete the fund for the restora

tion o f the tenor bell at King's Cliffe, is a sum that ought to  be well 
within the power o f ringeirs o f  this country to raise by" Easter, if all 
who have not already done so, will put their shoulders to the wheel 
and send along their mites straight away. The recasting, as our readers 
know, is to cost £38, and £21 o f this amount have been raised prin
cipally through the contributions o f members o f the Exercise who. 
happy in the possession o f their own bells in ringing order, have 
sympathisedi.with the good folk of K ing’s Cliffe, who. after spending 
nearly £200 on the bel,ls a  couple o f years or  so ago. liad the mis
fortune to  crack their tenor. I t  is now hoped to  have the damage 
made good by Easter, and wo feel sure that, ringers, who have had 
such a largo and liappv share in raising the am ount already sub
scribed, will sec to it  that no debt remains when the new bell is dedi
cated. The sum o f  2s. has been received from Miss M A. Cooke, of 
Burgess Hill, Sussex, and further contributions should bo sent to tho 
Rev. H. A. Orlebar, K ing’s Cliffe Rectory, near Peterborough.

T H E  M U N IT IO N  F A C T O R Y  D IS A S T E R .
On Sunday last., for  evening serviro, u t St. M ary’s Church. W ool

wich, n. quarter-peal o f Grandsiro TripJes (1260 changes) was rung 
with tho bells half-muffled;, as a mark o f respect to the victims of 
the terrible disaster o f Friday night in East London: W . W . Hors
ley 1, F. J. Cullum, junr., 2, W . W atehom e 3, B. Thorpe (conduc
tor) 4. H. Beckford 5, J. Sykes 6, W . Aldridge 7. H , McCabe 8,



S t . P a t r i c k 's  C a t h e d r a l ,  D u b l i n .

ground of ill-health. For many years before this the bells 
had been rung by a paid band for evening service on Sun
days, For morning service sometimes a bell was tolled, 
at other times the bells, eight in number, were chimed. 
When the new society was founded the bells were not in 
good going order, and after a short time their condition 
became so bad that rehanging at least was imperative. 
As, however, their tone left something to be desired, it was 
thought that an effort ought to be made to have them 
recast. Old associations rendered the breaking up of 
the bells distasteful to many people. It was, therefore, 
decided to try to obtain a new set, and for this purpose a 
committee was formed, having as chairman Dean Jellett, 
who was very enthusiastic in the matter. The labours of 
the committee did not last long, for Lord Iveagh generously 
offered to provide a new Deal. The work was given to

There is also a half-tone bell, which is in B  flat, and is inscribed: 
“ God save the Queen, 1897.’ ’ The hanging o f  this and the addition o f 
another treble would give a light eight, with the seventh as tenor. 
To provide this, the President o f the Society added two trebles, and 
had thrt B flat bell hung, tints providing the light octave so useful for 
practice, ami also changing the ring o f I<'-n into one o f twelve, liioh  
o f the new bells bears tho inscription: “  The g ift  o f Richard R. Cherry. 
1909.”

O f the form er ring o f  eight, two, tho tliird and the tenor, are used 
fo r  calling worshippers to tho week-day serriofs, tho remainder stand 
in a room o f  tho towor. The inscriptions on these old bells a re :—

Treble. D V R E T : IL LA E SA : A D : PRECES. E XCITAN 8 : VSQ V E: 
A D : SO N ITVM : 8 V PEM A E : T V B A E  * 1724 •

(May it  last, un in jured ‘Calling to prayera till the sound o f  the last 
trumpet. 1724.)

II. * * rV X Y : T H E : I :  A N N O : D O M I: 1670: GID EO N : DE- 
LA Y N E : SA M V EL: H O L T : *

III. RO B ER TV S B R A D Y . VIR G ER . 1670. W .P .R .P .I.P .
IV . AN NO DO MI N I. 1670. W .P .R .P .I.P .
(Note.—There is a soroli between each tw o pairs o f letters o f Anno 

Domini, ancj in the caso o f  Noel. 3, 4 and 7, there is a bell be
tween each o f  the initials after the date.)
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IRISH BELLS AND RINGING 
SOCIETIES.

ST. P A T R IC K 'S  C A T H E D R A L , D U B L IN .

By C. M u r r a y .

St. Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin, is known to people 
living outside Ireland chiefly from the famous Dean Swift’s 
connection with it. To ringers it is known as the only 
church in Ireland containing a ring of twelve bells.

In the year 1895 *he present society of ringers was 
started under the presidency of Mr. R. R. Cherry, LL .D ., 
who, as is well known, became Lord Chief Justice 
of Ireland, a position which he recently resigned on the

Messrs. Taylor, of Loughborough, and the peal was dedi
cated on the 20th August, 1897.

The tenor is in C and weighs 45 cwt. The inscriptions, 
selected by Dean Jellett, with their translations, are :—

Treble. SURSUM CORDA (L ift up your hearts).
II. VEN ITE ADOREMUS ET PROCIDAM US (O come, let us wor

ship and fa ll down).
III. TE LATJDAMUS (W e praise Thee).
IV . T IB I BENEDICIM US (W o bless Thee).
V. TE  ADORAM US (W o worship Thee).
V I. TE GLORIFICAM US (W e glorify Thee).
V II. PER  SINGULOS DIES BENEDICIM VS TE (Day by day wc 

m agnify Thee).
V III. OMNIS SPIRITU S LAU DET DOMINUM (Let everything 

that hath breath praise the Lord).
IX . GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (Glory to God in the highest).
Tenor. AD MAJOREM DEI G L O R IA !! (T& the gTeater glory erf

God) Tins peal o f ten bells was erecteft at tlie i*xp«*nse o f  Edward 
Cecil. Karon Iveagh. K .P ., A .D . 1897. Henry Jellett, Dean. John 
Taylor and Company, Loughborough, Founder*.
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V  SPE3 MEA IN  DEO. B .L .G . 1864. JAMES M U RPH Y,

^ ( J ^ h o p e  is in God. Benjamin Leo Guinness, 1864. James Murphy, 
Dublin, mado mo.)

V II. ^ E A R E G O D  AND CO N N O R  TH E  K IN G EOU OBEDIENCE
18 A VE R TV O VS TH IN G  AN NO DO MI N I. 1670. W .P .R .P .I.P

rThors is a double fleurswle-lys on each sido o f  tho words on this 
bell, except od each eido o f  the “  A ”  where a single one is

RECAST A D 1809. R E V D . JAMES VERSCH OYLE LL.D ., DEAN 
v v r . tt if , P F V  THOMAS CRADOCK. I.L .B ., PREB. OP ST. 
AUDOEN PROCTOR. CAST B Y JAM ES W ELLS, ALDBOURN, 
W ILTSH IR E , AND REH UNG UNDER TH E DIRECTION OF F R A N 
CIS JOH VSTON ARrTTT’T’P r-r n n R L IN , IN  TH E  50T1I YEAR OF 
TH E REIGN OF K IN G GEORGE in. _

Tener *  • • *  A : D : 1670: R DM O: IN : X T O : P A T : M IC H : D : 
A IIC H :' D V B : B T : T O T : H IB : D : OANC: NECN ON : R : V : T H O : 
SERLE- SS T H - P R O F : • * *  * • H V IV S : ECCL: DF.CANO: F.T: 
R - V - TO- P A R R Y : E IV SD : P R .E CE N : ET. PRO CVRAN TE: H A S : 
CAMP A N A S: * * *  FV D 1T: C : P V R D V E : CVM : SOCIIS.

(A .D . 1670, when the Most. Reverend Father in Christ Michael was 
Lord Archbishop o f Dublin and Lord Chancellor o f the whole of 
Ireland, and also when tho Rev. Thomas Scole. Professor o f Sacred 
Theology, was Dean o f  this Church, and tho Rev. Thomas Parry 
was Precentor and Proclor o f the tame. WiHiam PurduP and 
Company oast these bells. 1

The letters B. L. G. on tile 5th and 6th are the. initials o f Sir Benja
min Lee Guinness, who restored tho Cathedral in 1864. The records 
slate that these bells, which wero recast, form erly had the following 
inscriptions:—

V. HEN RY P A RIS MADE ME W IT H  GOOD SOVND TO BE FIFT 
IN EIGHT. W HEN ALL RING R O V N D  A T  TH E  CHARGE OF 
DEAN TJNDSEY. OF ST. PATRICK 'S. 1695

V I. A N : DOM : 1670: IOH AN N ES. DODSON: IOHANNES : 
FREEN E: N O N : CLAM ANS: SED : AM AN S: IN : A V R E : D E I:

(N ot noisy, but pleasing in the ear o f  God.)
Tt is a pity that tho old inscriptions were not placed on the recast 

belli.
The Rev. John Parry, whose name is found on the tenor, was also 

Dean o f Christ Church, and it  was through his untirine efforts that 
six now bells were cast by  tho Purduec fo r  Christ Church, and eight 
for  St. Patrick’ s. I t  is interesting t-o not* that tho bells wore made 
from old disu6ed guns which Dean Parry obtained by means o f a 
King’s letter. Tho letters, with representations o f bells between them, 
pro the initials o f  the founders', W illiam, R oger and John Purdue. 
John Purdue does not soem to havo com o to  Dublin.

Associated with W illiam and R oger Purduo were W illiam  and Tobias 
O v e y . who apparently had charge o f  tho making o f  the frames and 
the banging o f  the bells, though a t a later period Tobias Covey came 
alone to  Ireland, and. cast bells in different vp1n cos.

In addition to  these bells a. new bell for  the carillon clock was 
TR"njam;n Lee Guinness. It  hso the same inscription as 

the 5th and 6tli. Thero is also a vory small bell which may be tho 
l>ell referred to in old records as being in th « little bolfry.

N o peals, in the technical sonse in whieli the term is used by ringers 
s-"*m to havo heon rung on the old bells thoueh they were rung on 
f t mous anniversaries. On the 22nd Au*u»t. 1897. aa attem pt at a 
npRi K*nt Treble B ob Royal was mud#* by ft rinpera broupbf
over by Mr. Tarlor for the opening o f the new bells. T he result of the 
ringing was published as a neal, but, a ftw  mnch controversy, it was 
withdrawn as being false. Thie gavo St. Patrick’s Society the oppor
tunity o f  ringing the first -peal on the bella. This, which was also the 
first, peal o f  Grandsire Caters in Iieland, was rung on Saturday, 26th 
May, in 4 hours. On Saturday. January 26th. 1901. a muffled peal, in 
memory o f  Queen Victoria, was rung in 4 hrs. 10 mins. A -peal o f 
Orandsiro Cinques was rung on Saturday, January 14th, 1911, in 4 
••rs. 15 mins. This was the first peal on twelve bells rung outside 
England. On Saturday, 19th February, 1916. a muffled neal o f  Grnnd- 
siro Caters was runsr in memory o f  Viscountcss Iveagh. Muffled 
neals, in memory o f  K ing Edward V II. and Dean1 .Tellelt. came to grief 
in the last half-hour. Other finals rung on tho bells by the society 
"re Kent Treble B ob Mnior. Stedmnn Triples and Caters, Grandsirc 
Tholes, nnd Caters and Erin Triple*.

P^affi have been rung bv visitors from tim e to  tim e the first, T>enl 
o f Roval beinc run r lw St. Martin’s Guild, Birmingham, in 1902. The 
bolls are rung retmlarlv for the services at 11.15 a.m . and 3.15 P.m. 
on Sundays and Christmas Tiny. and also fo r  special services. Prac
tices are held on Monday nightti at 8 p.m.

~ .......\  -  —  ■■ -------  =
CHELMSFORD.—A t tho Cathedral, on Sunday, Dec. 3rd, for the 

children's service, 575 Qranclsire Caters: C. Gentry (R .N .V .R .) 1, 
W . NoWman 2, D. H . Newman (Essex Yeomanry) 3. A. W hight 4, 
P to J. R . Kemp (K .O.S.B.) 5, H . F. Cooper (conductor) 6, P. Tim- 
son 7, H . Allen 8 , A. E. Acfield 9, H. Richell 10. Also rung lo  
welcome C. Gentry and D. H', Newman, who were home on a  week- 
pnd leave.

NOTICES.

S O C IE T Y  FO R  T H E  A R C H D E A C O N R Y  OF 
S T A F F O R D .— Quarterly meeting will be held at Rushall 
on Saturday, January 27th. Bells available at 3 p.m. 
Service in church, with an address by the Vicar (Rev. 
A. T. S. Talbot), at 5.15; Tea (1/-) in the Schoolroom at 6. 
H. Knight, Hon. Sec., 15, Rugby Street, Wolverhampton.

K E N T  C O U N TY  A SSO C IA TIO N .— Lewisham Dis
trict.— The next Quarterly Meeting will be held at Beck
enham on Saturday, January 27th. Bells available 3 p.m. 
to 5 p.m.; Service, with address by Canon H . Arnott, at 
5 p .m .; Tea and business meeting to follow in the Church 
House. Subscriptions are now due, and should be paid at 
this meeting.— T. Groombridge, Hon. Dist. Sec., 35, Albany 
Road, Chislehurst.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S ’ A S SO C IA TIO N . — The 
next Quarterly Meeting will be held at Loughborough, 011 
Saturday, January 27th. Ringing from 1.30 p.m. until 
dusk at the Bell Foundry, and at Stanford-on-Soar. 
Visitors to Stanford should make up their band previously 
and notify Mr. Harry Whittle. Committee meeting at 
5 o ’clock, followed by tea and general meeting for the 
election of auditors, etc., at 5.30 p.m., in the Coffee Rooms, 
Market Place.— W . E. White, Hon. Sec., Cotgrave.

SO C IE TY  OF R O Y A L  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H S . 
— Annual meeting at St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields, on Satur
day, Jan. 27th. Tower open 2.30 to 5. Tea kindly provided 
by the Vicar in the Vestry Hall at 5.30 to those who notify 
me by the 24th.— H. J. Bradley, 25, Winchester Avenue, 
Brondesbury, N .W .

L A N C A S H IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N .— Bolton Branch.— 
The next meeting will be held at the Saviour’s Church, 
to-morrow, Saturday, January 27th. Bells available from
2.30 till dusk.— Thomas B. Worsley, Branch Sec., 19, 
Parkfield Road, Bolton.

S A L O P  G U IL D .— Annual meeting, January 27th, 1917, 
at St. Chad’s, Shrewsbury. Ringing, 2 to 5 p .m .; service,
5.15 p .m .; tea in St. Chad’s Institute, 5.45 p .m .; meeting
6.30 p.m. Please reply to Rev. F.Tennison, St. Alkmund’s 
Vicarage, before 24th inst.

Y O R K S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— The annual general 
meeting will be held at Pontefract on Saturday, February 
3rd, 1917. Bells of both churches available until dusk ; 
service in All Saints’ Church at 4.45 p .m .; tea and meeting 
to follow. —  H. Williams, Sec. pro tern., New W ortley 
Cemetery, Leeds.

K E N T  C O U N TY  A SSO C IA TIO N .— Ashford District. 
— A meeting of the above will be held at. Hythe, on Satur
day, February 3rd. Bells available from 2 o ’clock till 
sunset. A member will be elected at this meeting to serve 
on a sub-committee to consider the question of a memorial 
to all those who will have fallen in the W ar and who have 
served in H.M. Forces. A good attendance is hoped for.—  
C. Tribe, Hon. Sec., British School Villas, Tenterden.

E SSE X  A SSO C IA TIO N .— North Eastern Division.—A  
district meeting will be held at Coggefehall on February 3rd. 
Bells ready 2 p.m. until sunset. Tea at W . S. Mount’s, 5.30, 
gd. each. Members intending to be present must notify me 
not later than January 31st (first post). Subscriptions for 
1917 are now due.— B. Redgwell, Dist, Sec., Rayne,
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BATH  A N D  W E L L S  D IO CESAN  ASSOCI A T IO N . 
— Chew Deanery Branch.— The annual meeting will be held 
at Portishead on Saturday, February 3rd. Bells available 
2.30; Divine Service 4.30 ; tea at the Cafe, 5.30; business 
meeting to follow.— George Yeo, Hon. Local Sec., Long 
Ashton.

B A TH  AN D  W E L L S  D IO CE SA N  A S SO C IA TIO N . 
— Axbridge Deanery Branch.— The annual meeting of the 
above branch will be held at Weston-super-Mare on Satur
day, February 3rd. Service 5.30. Tea and meeting at 
Glass’ s Restaurant to follow. Bells (8) from 2 o ’clock till 
service time.— G. Chamberlain, 35, Oxford Street, Burnham, 
Somerset.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N TY  A SSO CIATIO N  AN D  
LO N DO N  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D . —  North and East 
District.— The annual meeting will be held at Southgate 
on Saturday, February 10th. Further particulars next 
week.— W . H. Oram, Hon. Sec. pvo tem., 25, Crown Street, 
Harrow. *

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  AN D  D IS T R IC T S  A SSO CI
A T IO N .— Southern Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be 
held at Bretforton on Saturday, February 10th. Service in 
church at 5 p.m. Tea for those who send me their names 
not later than the previous Tuesday. The bells (6) will be 
available till service time.— James Hemming, Branch Sec., 
29, Church Bank, Great Hampton, Evesham.

O X F O R D  D IO C E SA N  G U I L D .— East Berks and 
South Bucks Branch.— The annual meeting of the branch, 
will be held at Great Marlow, Bucks, on Saturday, 
February 17th, 1917. Ringing at 2.30 p.m. Ringers' 
service at the Parish Church at 5 o ’clock. Business 
meeting at St. Peter’s Schools at 5.45.— W . H. Fussell, 
Hon. Sec., Farnburn Avenue, near Slough.

S H E F F IE L D  D IS T R IC T  A N D  O L D  E A S T  
D E R B Y S H IR E  A M A L G A M A T E D  S O C IE T Y .— The 
next meeting of this Society will be held at Chesterfield on 
Saturday, March 10th, not as previously arranged on Feb. 
3rd, owing to military restrictions as to time. —  Sam 
Thomas, Hon. Sec., 19, Stanhope Road, Sheffield.

TH E L A D IE S ’ G U IL D .— I beg to remind Members 
that the annual subscription is now due.— Edith K. Parker, 
Hon.Sec., 97, Edenbridge Road, Bush Hill Park, Enfield

PEAL BOOKS.— Price 3s., post free 3/6. Peals writ
ten in at 3d. per page. Prices for entering peals in Asso
ciation official peal books upon application.— I. Beams, 
West Ewell, Epsom.

M A R R I A G E .
COX— R O B IN SO N .— On Jan. 16th, at St. Barnabas', 

Kensington, by the Rev. G. N. W alsh, Vicar of Hammer
smith, the Rev. Charles Carew Cox, of Milton Abbey, 
Dorset, to Margaret Elizabeth, younger daughter of 
P. W ynter Robinson, of 6o, Holland Road, Kensington.

S IT U A T I O N  W A N T E D .
W A N T E D — Situation as G A R D E N E R , 22 years’ 

experience in all branches; 3$ years in present place; not 
eligible for the army, change ringer on 6, 8, or 10 bells. 
Glamorgan or Monmouthshire preferred. —  Apply F. 
Edwards, 38, Ludlow Street, Penarth.

H O L ID A Y  A P A R T M E N T S .
RINGERS and visitors to Matlock will find every com* 

fort aag cxravaurecce at M rt. H. Paufn**’*, Beecgi Hou«e.

Lkmellins
hi h im  11 mm mm 111 ■ — mini 1111111 mum

$ James, cw.,

CHURCH BELLS SINGLY OR 
IN  RINGS.

Bell Frames in Cast Iron, Steel 
and Oak.

Bells tuned on the latest im
proved principles initiated by 

the late Canon Simpson.

CflSTIiE GREEN,
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JAMES BARWELL,
I j I B I I T J E S D )

Church IBell Founders
— AND —

Church IBcll H angers, 
QREAT HAMPTON STR EET,

BIRMINGHAM
Towers and Campaniles Inspected and 

Estimates Furnished to cover every 
Expense. 

Musical Handbells, in any size and number, 
for Tune or Change-ringing, in Guaranteed 

Quality.

The Jasper Snowdon Series.
BOPE-SIGHT. 1*. 6d . ; sixth ed. 150 pages; treats Plain Bob, com

mencing on three bells.
GRANDSIRE. 2s. 6d . ; second e d .; 264 pages; oommencing on five 

bells; com plete with the Thompson Charts, etc., etc.
STANDARD METHODS 6th Edition Now Ready, 2s. 6d.
STEDMAN. 2s. 6d .; 275 pages, by the Rev. C. D. P. Daviee, M.A., 

with an appendix by Sir Arthur Heywood, Bart,, etc., etc.
TREBLE BOB. Part I. Is. 6d . ; second ed .; with appendix; 100 

closely printed pages. Part II., suited for Conductors on ly ; 
very scarce; 2s. l j d . ; 236 pages.

DOUBLE N O R W ICH  C. B. Major. A t present out o f print.
SU RPRISE PEALS. Cambridge, Superlative and London; oompiling.

All post free, en receipt o f postal order, from

Mrs. LAURA SNOWDON, Cartmel, Lancashire*

ALFRED BOWELL 
CHURCH B E L L  FO U N D ER ,

ipsWieH-
JOHN SM ITH  & SONS

M idland C lock  W orks,

DERBY
Telegraphic Address
* Clocks, Derby."
Tel. No. 589

M AKERS OF CLOCKS AND 
CHIMES for S. Panl'n Cath*dral 

Peverley Minster, Selby Abbey, Truro 
Cathedral, Thurles Cathedral, Trinity College, Cam. 

bridgo, Beliast Assembly Hall, Magdalen College°Oxford, 
and .many others to Lord Grinlthorrfe's desienB. In 1897. 

. . . ' f n tittg.tp.tltf v,car of MuichinljamptnB, Lord G&utboirie»ajd :- ' '^ n .K h  
of will clook yon In tbe beat way and as fteai d en sity  as possible “

“THE W O RLD S BE ST” 
BELLROPES

PROVED IN TH E RINGING OF THE 
W O RLD 'S RECORD PEAL.

S p lic in g  and R ep a irs

Price List 
o I the 

S ole  M aker.

John Pritchard,
Swan Street, 

LOUGHBOROUGH
Established over a HUN DRED YEAUS.

Unique for Presentation.
An Inkstand in the design of a Well-shaped Bell

This charming model in Solid H all Markod 8 ilver 
will make a most appropriate and useful Gift.

It can be supplied in the following sizes:— 
Diameter 2^in. 2fin. 3jin. 3*in. 4m. 4$in. 5 in. 
Price ... 10/6 16/ -  21/ -  26/6 32/6 42/- 85/ 
Monogram or Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges.

J n n i W m P D ^ l d s m i t h  and 
• U U l T l D J j I l ,  Silversmith,

W O K I N G
(MAKER OF THE RINGERS BADGE.)

TH O M A S P O B LE  &  SO N , Church Bell- 
K angers, TAUNTON.—Bells Hung on the 
most approved principles Old Bells Be-cast, 
New Bells supplied, Bopes of the best make. 
Ellacombe’s Chiming Apparatus fixed, Hand
bells in sets, Chromatic or Diatonic.

THE BADCE OF THE CBAFT
A B eautifu lly  E xecuted

R ING ERS’ PEN D AN T
In O old , S ilver or  Bronze. 
S pecia lly  S u itab le  fo r  (lifts .

Prices, Gold (g carat) 21/- , Silver 4/6 
Bronze 2/9 (post free).

J. COMBER, Goldsmith and Jeweller,
TKLBPHONE- 171 WoKlNQi W O K I N G

Printed/or the Proprietors by the W o o d b r id g b  P r b s s ,  Ltd ., 
Gcild£ord, and Published try Messrs, W m . Dawson & Sops 
Li d , Casoon tfome.Brtam’s BHiiarags, London, B.C.
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Gillett & Johnston
CROYDON, Surrey. 

BELLS, CLOCKS, CARILLONS.

St. P e te r ’s Co lleg ia te  Chu rch , 
W o lve rham p ton . 

T«nor (33 cwt.) o f  the  New Ring ot 12
W ULFRUN CHAMBERS, W OLVERHAM PTON, 

MIBBR8. GILLETT and JOHNSTON, CROYDON, 4th Maroh, 111*, 
fi.a tl.m an ,

Th* re-canting of the peal of ten belli with the addition of two 
a*w ones in ibe tower of Bt. Peter’* Collegiate Church, Wolverhampton, 
recently carried out by you ha* proved m oit luccenfu l, amd given 
general iati*faction.

I am authorised by the Rector and Warden* to lay how pleated 
they are with the reeult. In the opinion of thoie well qualifed to 

w« hare now, undoubtedly, one of the beat peala in th* Kingdom.
Your, faithfully, F. T. BECK,

A rch itect, D ioce ian  S urveyor.

MODERN WORK.

E V E N IN G  R IN G IN G  R E S T R IC T IO N S .
The regulation under the Defencc of the Realm Act, 

which prevented the ringing of church bells after dusk, on 
account of hostile aircraft risks, has been modified in the 
Metropolitan Police District, and permits ringing to take 
place up to 9 p.m. This much we were able to announce 
last week. W hat, at that time, seemed strange was that 
nothing of the modification was known to the police— who 
are responsible for seeing that the regulations are carried 
out— in the City of London and the country generally. 
With a view to ascertaining what the position actually was 
in the matter, we communicated with the Home Office, 
who, of course, are responsible for framing the Defence of 
the Realm regulations. The prompt and courteous reply 
which we received will be found in unother column, and 
from this it will be seen that the modification of the order 
rests with the Competent Military Authority in each dis
trict. This accounts for the fact that, up to the present, 
the extension of the hours for the ringing of church bells 
has been made in one district only.

The modification that has taken place in London, how
ever, is an encouraging precedent. If it is safe for bells 
to be rung in the Metropolis up to nine o ’clock at night it 
should be safe for them to be rung up to the same hour in 
every part of the country, except, perhaps, the easternmost 
fringe. Indeed, the restrictions on ringing, elsewhere 
than in those counties exposed to the first attacks of raid
ing aircraft, have always seemed strange to us. In no in
stance, we believe, have hostile aircraft come in over the 
country until a considerable time after dusk; and while 
everyone is ready to welcome restrictions which would 
preclude any possibility of bells serving as a guide to the 
enemy, it is difficult to understand why, say, W orcester
shire or Herefordshire, or Lancashire or Dorset, or anv 
of the western or even midland counties, should require 
tfie same restrictions in regard to the ringing of bells as 
counties like Norfolk, or Suffolk, or Lincolnshire, and 
others on the borders of the North Sea.

But the letter from the Home Office seems to hold out 
the prospect of a relaxation of the regulations, if only the 
proper steps are taken. If ringers will get their clergy to 
write to the Competent Military Authority for their 
respective districts, and point out what has been done in 
London, there ought to be a reasonable possibility of 
getting the same modification in most of the military dis
tricts as now prevails in the Metropolitan area. Such a 
relaxation of the regulations would enable Sunday even
ing service ringing to be restarted at once, and would also 
permit evening practices to take place. The clergy gener- 
alh' would be very glad to have the evening service ringing 
again re's'iinied, and ringers will be rendering good service 
it they bring tljis matter to the notice of their incumbents.
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CHARLES CARR,^

OPINION O F  O U R  
M O D E R N  W O R K .

riroomfield Vlc&iagc,
Chelmsford

Dear Sirs,
I  lu re  great pleasure in stating 

that we are perfectly satisfied with 
ihe manner in which yon have 
tarried out the w*rk entrusted to 
Ton o f re-arranging and re-hanging 
the Broomfield Church Pells.

We consider that th* work re
flects great credit upon your Brno, 
and believe that your system of 
haxging tho bellB reduces the vlbra* 
Uon of the steel frame supplied by 
fou  to a minimum.

I'll* CHOBCHW ABBBNS unite 
W ith UK tn th is  erp restlon  o f 
o p lo lo o .  T h e B K L l.B lN O K K S  ate 
a 1*0 unanim ous In th e li praise o f 
t  I* a ltera tions effected l>j yon. 

T ou rs  truly ,
CHAS. KDMOtiDS,

Vloar of Broomfield. 
Motors C. CABB. LTD. 

ametbwlck.

Kindly ash ns to Inspect, Report 
.ad T*nd«r before deciding your 
Qovtvaet. — wt may b* abl* to 
ttslst yon.

SM E TH W IC K ,
BIRM INGHAM

BELLS
FOR CHURCHES,

S IN G L Y . 
O R  IN  P B A L S .

CHIMES FOR CLOCKS.
P b a l s  A u g m b n t b d , 

C r a c k e d  B e l l s  R b c a s t .

FRAMES
In B e s t  S e a s o n e d  O a k , 

S t e e l  o r  I r o n .

Chiming Machines.
Best W orkm anship and

Sstl8factlon'Qnarante(<i

FITTINGS
o r  ALL KINDS.

A R T IS T IC  W R O U G H T  IR O N  
B R A C K E T S .

MaLLBABLI IHOK BKACKBfi
B is t  B i l l  B op is . 

B B P A IB 3 AND B KQAN Q1K ?
IK ALL BRAHCail.

BELLHANOEKS sent lo (aspect 
and report on Bells and T ow ers

8BND FOB CATALOGUE.

ESTABLISHED 1780.

JOHN NICOLL,
Churoh Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,

40, QUEEN’S ROAD, PECRHAM, LONDON, S.E.
'T w o  m lnntes from  Q ueen 's R oad  Station, L .B . & S .C . Railway).

Late 188, Keeton’s Road, Bermondsey.

Makar to St. P au l's  Cathedral, W estm inster A bbey , Im perial Institute 
Canterbury, E dinburgh, S t. A lban ’s, L incoln , Durham , Peterborough 
M elbourne (Australia), R ochester, D ublin , St. P atrick 's, M ancbestr- 

and W orcester Cathedrals etc. etc.

M E M O R I A L  T O  F A L L E N  R I N G E R .
At St. Michael’s Church, Maidstone, on Sunday week a memorial 

erected to tho memory o f  tho lato L&nce-Corpl. Percy Hassock'
D.C.M.* who was a ringer and chorister at tfco church, was unveiled 
and dedicated. Ih o  tablet, which is iu oak, occupies a place in thc 
beliiy , and was unveiled by tho captain o f the’ ringers, M r. W  J. 
D ay, in the presence o f the other members o f  the band, the Vicar 

!?  . v* ^  Best), tho churchwardens and subscribers. The 
dedication praver, pronounced by the Vicar, was in the following 
words: * I solemnly dedicate this memorial to tho glory o f God 
and in memory o f our dear brother, Lance-Corpl. Percy Hassock, 
who died the death o f  honour, fighting for  his King and country in 
the just and noble cause, and who was formerly m ember o£- this 

ir ’ r a *Pem be r . ° f  the choir. May we in tho same spirit of 
self-sacrinc© and devotion learn to labour and spend ourselves for 
the good o f  others, and. fo r  the benefit o f  all m ankind."

A short service was also conducted by the Vicar, Psalm cl. bcin** 
chanted by tho choir, and a passage o f Scripturo read.

The memorial is made o f  evergreen oak with a panel, with an 
elliptic Crothic arch ill t i e  top, and a shingled roof, carried by two 
pillars with moulded verges, a cross surmounting the front gabk* 
The inscription reads: “  Tn memory o f Lauoe-Corpl. P. Hassock,
D.C.M., who died the death o f honour in the Great European War! 
1914. ’

The memorial was designed and oxecuted by Mr. W m . J  Day. 
A fter the ceremony, six six-scores o f  Grandsire Doubles were rung 

in 26 m ms., b y : L. Mannoring 1. T. Manuering (conductor) 2 A E. 
Gasson 3, Pte H . Coast 4, F . W ellard 5, W . J. Day 6. The bells 
were also rung before tho ceremony, while the choir proceeded from 
the chancel to the bedfrv.

T H E  L A T E  M R .  A .  W .  G R I M E S .
On Sunday weok a last tribute was paid to  tho memory o f the late 

Mr. A. W . Grimes by somo o f  his brother ringers at the Church o f St 
Margaret, Westminster, S .W .. whore, for the best part o f tbo last, 
two years, ho had acted as towerkeepcr, on behalf o f  Mr. J. E. Davis, 
who is at present serving with the army in France. Tho whole pull 
and stand funeral pon 1 was rung by the follow ing: ChaJlis F. Winney 
(conductor) 1, J. Bailey 2, E. F. Piko 3, C. Dean (Croydon) 4, F. 
Porrin 5, W . A Alpa 6, S. J. Collins (a nativo o f Debenham, and an 
old school chum of the deceased) 7. W . Hewett 8, R. Sanders 9, T. 
Langdon 10. Afterwards a short touch o f Stcdman Caters, conducted 
by W . Hcwett, who was one o f tho band who first m ot Mr. Grimes 
when on a peal trip to Dobenham, and who had tho pleasure of ring
ing several peals with him at Debenbara and district, and enjoying 
tho hospitality o f  his father, Mr. W . Grimes. Among other ringors 
present were: E. Gibbs, H . Springajl, T. H . Taffeudor. II. EUis.

Undoubtedly, writes an old friond oft th o  doccascd,, one o f Mr. 
Grimes’ best performances was during a lour in the Norwich district, 
when ho rang tho tenor at St. Peter M ancroft to Treble Twelve with
out a fault, and finished “  as fresh as a daisy.”  I think at that time 
it was tbo heaviest bell bo had rung to a  poal. Fie bad also rung 
Ipswich lonor to Treblo Twelve, and ho often said ho would like In 
n n g  Yarm outh f-anor. and »<o complete «. peal on the tenor o f earl* 
rtf the thre* twelve* in the Eastern Counties (at that time). But tins
h . did not live to do.

T H E  L A T E  R E V .  J .  H .  P I L K I N G T O N .
On the occasion o f the funeral o f the late Rev. J. Holm e Pilking- 

ton, Rector o f Framlingham, Suffolk, whose death, at the age of 60 
years, wo recorded recently, tho bells o f the parish church o f St. 
Michael were rung deeply muffled as a m ark o f  esteem and regret by 
David Collins, tbo  vetoran o f W orlingworth, W illiam and Hector 
Orickmer and W alter Miller, o f Earl Solw m ; John O’Neill, o f Hales- 
w ortb ; A lbert J. Cornish and James W ardley, of Denuington; W illiam 
Flurry, Horace C. Howlott, W illoughby E. Maulden, and George E. 
Symonds. o f Framlingham. Touches o f  Grandsiro Triples, Plain Bob 
and Oxford Treble B ob M ajor, were brought round after the service, 
conducted by G. E. Symond6.

Tho deceased gentleman, who was at one time a m ember o f the Cen
tral Council, in addition to having the church and bells at Framling- 
liam restored, always took the keenest interest in maintaining in a 
high stato o f  »*fficiency everything pertaining to the belfry, and bad 
the bells periodically overhauled by a firm of experienced’ bell bangers.

D E A T H  O F  M R . S A M U E L  S P IT T L E .
VETERAN  MASTER OF TH E  D U D LEY GUILD.

W e regret to announce the death o f Mr. Samuel Spitllo, which took 
,p lace  a t his residence, 6, Great H ill, Dudley, on Friday last.
- The deoeasod had been Master o f tho Dudley and District Guild 
since its form ation, 18 years ago, and also o f  tho Dudley Parish 
Church Society. Foi- a  number o f  years, too, bo held tlic position of 
Master in tht1 W orcestershire aud Districts Association.

The filneral took place on Tuesday a l the Dudley Parish Church.
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M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .
RINGING RESTRICTIONS AND T H E IR  FUTURE EFFECT.

A quarterly mooting of tlie Midland Counties Association was held 
at Loughborough on Saturday last, when tho bells at Stanford-on-Soar 
and at tho Bell Foundry were available for ringing, the methods rung 
ranging from Grandsire Triples to Superlative Surprise M ajor. Amongst 
those presont wero representatives from Burton-on-Trcnt, Cotgrave, 
Dorbv, Duffield. Hinckley, Kirby-Muxloe, Leicester, Orston Quoin, 
and Stanford-on-Soar, in addition to tho local ringers, and at 5.30 
these, numbering 37, were entertained to tea at the Temperanc® 
Coffee Rooms, by Messrs. Taylor and Co. T . . .  m , \

At the subsequent general meeting, the President (Mr, J. V\ . iaylor) 
occupied the clmir. welcomed those present, and asked all to do their 
best to  carry on thc work o f  the Association amid the difficulties 
o f  the trying time through which tho country was now passing, with 
the hope that soon the conditions might, be  more normal, and ringing 
take '.lie stand it occupied previous to the war.

One new member was electod, and 011 the proposition of Mr. H . W . 
Abbott, seconded bv Mr. B. Mitchell, thc retiring auditors, Messrs.
E. D. Taylor and Chas. Draper, wero unanimously re-elected.

The Prosidont road, out particulars o f the peals run" during 1916. 
These were 13 in number, viz., nine on tower bells and four 011 hand
bells. . .

Sir. W . Willson, speaking o f the restrictions imposed on rmgera 
and ringing at, the pi-escnt timo, an/1 feeling that they m ight bo used 
as a precedent ill the future, by those antagonistic to ringing, said
I10 thought it most desirable that the Central Council, at their next 
meeting, should consider this m atter, and moved that a letter be 
sent to thc secretary o f tho Central Council to that effect.

A vote of thanks was accorded to ihn Reetor o f Sta-nford-on-Soar for 
Iho use o f ( lie hells, and to Messrs. Taylor and Co. for the use o f ihe 
bells al llm foundry, and for their kindness in providing tea. Thin 
concluded Ihe business, and a social hour or two, with the handbelli, 
ploasanilv passed tile time until the departure of the trains to the 
various destinations.

S A L IS B U R Y  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .
DEVIZES BRAN CH  AT POTTERNE.

On Saturday last a  monthly meeting o f the Dovizes Branch was held 
at St. M ary's Church, P ottem e, and was fairly well attended, con
sidering the great number o f ringers from this neighbourhood who are 
now serving their King and country. Ringing commenced at three 
o ’clock, and was kept up until 5 p.m ., when the Guild scrvice was held 
in church, the V icar o f Pottorne (the Rev. W , H . Kewley) kindly offi
ciating. while the duty at the organ was performed by one o f the lady 
ringers from  Devizes, Miss M. L. Hillier. Tea was afterwards .provided 
in the Parish Room, and 15 sat down and thoroughly enjoyed the 
repast, for it was a bitterly cold day. The ringers had assembled 
from the neighbouring towers o f  St. John's, Devizes; Holt, South
broom, Potterne, Edington, Erchfont, and Bishopn Cannings.

A fter tea a short and sociable meeting was held, presided over bv 
the Vicar. There was little business to be transacted, some handbell 
ringing and a vote o f thanks to  the V icar for the use o f the belle and 
ihe servioo in church bringing a very pleasant meeting to a close.

K IN G ’ S C L IF F E  T E N O R .
The contributions during the past week towards the recasting o f 

King’s Cliffe lenor are 2s. from  Mrs. Johnson (King’ s Cliffe), end 13s. 
from the W yke Regis ringers. Funds are urgently needed to complete 
the cost o f  this work, which it is hoped to have carried out by Easter. 
Donations should bo sent to  the Rev. H . A. Orlebar, King's Cliffc R ec
tory, Peterborough.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .
PROPOSED SCHEME FOR * PEACE R IN G IN G .'

Thc first quarterly m eeting for the year o f tho Northern Branch 
o f tho Worcestershire Association was held at. Old Hill on 
Saturday week, and, considering the inclement weather, was very 
well attended. Ringing at the church commenced soon after 3 p.m., 
and was continued until service time. Tho sorvice, which was con
ducted by the Rector (Ihe Rev. Canon E. Brewer), was attended by 
about 50 members. Before giving his address, the Rector extended a 
hearty welcomo to  the Association. He said he was sure their thoughts 
would go out to those members who had answered their King and 
country’ s call, and he trusted that it would not be long before all 
of them, wlion this war was over, would be back in their place again 
ringing out l.lielr beautiful bells.

A fter the scrvice, the tea. which was kindly provided by Mr. A.
E. Parsons and Mr. Harry Mason, was partaken o f in the Schools, 56 
members being present. Mrs. A. E. Parsons and her lady helpers 
served tho tea, and attended to the wants o f tho guests.

The Rector presided over the business mooting, when apologies were 
received from the Master (Mr. S. Grovo), the Rev. S. F. Marriott 
(Rural Dean), Messrs. A . H. and C. W . Bassano, Mr. T . J. Salter 
(who is happily recovering from  a serious attack o f pneumonia), Mr. 
N. Davies, Mr. S. Spittle (Master of the Dudley Guild, who was unfor
tunately confined to bed), Mr. W . Rock Small, and Mr. W . H . Laight. 
—Three new members were elected.

Arising from the business transacted at, a Central Committee meek- 
ing. held at Worcester the previous week, Mr. A. E. Parsons put 
bofore tho district two questions brought forward by tho general secre
tary (Mr. J. R . Newman). The first- was a suggestion to  reduce the 
quarterly meetings during the war, and the second a proposal to 
prepare a scheme for the ringing o f bells when peace was declared.

With reference to the first, a very useful discussion took place, and
il was eventually decided to hold tho next quarterly meeting in June 
as usual, Selly Oak being selected.

W ith regard to the second question, it was pointed out that, owing 
lo  tlio number of ringors who had answered their country’s call, many 
hands had been so depleted that it was impossible to get sufficient 
111011 to ring for Sunday services. It was suggested that bands be 
formed by the amalgamation o f ringors from tlio towers who could 
muster one or two men, aud when tho happy day o f peace came they 
should give their services, and go from  one tower to  another, covering 
as many as could be reasonably done in the day, and ringing for a 
short time only.

Tho idea was very favourably received, and it was loft to the gene
ral secretary to draw up his scheme.

A hearty vote o f thanks to  the Rector for arranging tho service, and 
for his address, and also to the donors o f tho toa, was carried unani
mously.—The Rector, in responding, said ho was very grateful for 
having tho opportunity o f  arranging the sorvice, and he was pleased 
lo  see the largo attendance o f ringors at his church. Ho also com pli
mented and thanked Mrs. Parsons for the way in which she had 
put the toa before them .—Mr. Harry Mason having also responded, a 
very pleasant and successful meeting was brought to a clpso.

M IS C E L L A N E O U S  P E R F O R M A N C E S .
STOKE C O VEN TRY.—Warwickshire Guild. / ) n  Nov. l l t l i .  at St. 

Michael's Church, a qtiarter-peal o f Stedmau Triples (1260 changes), 
in 42 m ins.: H . J . Baloome 1. O. J . Hunt 2. H . Argylo (Nuneaton) 3,
H. Kettle 4. W . T. Cox 5, J . F. Clarke, junr. ("Nuneaton) 6. J. 11. 
W hile (conductor) 7, W . Clements 8 . Arranged for Mr. II. K ellie , 
who shori.lv expects to join the colours.

U XBR ID G E , M IDDLESEX.— On Nov. 12Ui, for l.he morning ser
vice, at St. M argaret's Church, a quarter-peal o f Oxford B ob Triples, 
iu 45 m ins.: J . Peddlo 1, G. H. Guttridga 2. P. Jones 3. W . Law
rence 4, E. Hancox 5. T. Smith 6, W . Henley (conductor) 7, P. 
Kedge 8.

BARNET, HERTS.— A t the Parish Church, on N or. 12th, for morn
ing service, in 46 mins., a quarter-peal o f GrandBir*. Triples: J. F. 
Chandler 1, R . Sturgon 2. C. Dale 3. J. Sumpter (conductor) 4. R. 
Roffey 5, F. A. Milne 6 , W . Soer 7. G. Herbert 8.— On Dec. 25th. a 
quarter-peal o f  Grandsire Triples: H . J . Eldred 1, R . Roffey 2, J. F. 
Chandler 3. R . Sturgon 4, J. Sum pter 5. F, A. Milne 6, A. J . Trap
pitt (conductor) 7, W . Soer 8.— On Dec. 31, a quarter-pcal o f  Grand- 
sire Triples, half-muffled, in 55 m ins.: H . J. Eldred 1. W . J.- Baldwin
2, R. Sturgon 3, W . Childs 4. J. Sumpter 5, F. A. Milne (conductor)
6, A. J. Trappitt 7. W . Soer 8. .

STROUD.— Gloucester and Bristol Association.— On Sunday, Nov. 
12th. at the Parish Church, a date touch o f  Grandsire Triples (1,916 
changes), iu 1 hr. and 9 mins., the ringers being members o f tho 
Stroud and Painswick Societies: H . Scrivens 1. A. Cook 2. A. Tatnell
3, W . Faulk 4. W . Hale 5. A, W right (composer and conductor) 6. 
E  Paul 7. F. Cole 8.

PENTRE RH O N D D A .—Llandaff Diocesan Association.— On Sunday, 
Nov. 19th, at St. Peter's Church, for evening service, 576 Forward 
Major: H . Page (conductor) 1. F. W ines 2, F. Lasbury 3, F. Chamber
lain 4. G. Cross 5, T. Pago 6, W . Page 7, J . Cross 8.—On Sunday, 
Nov. 26th. for evening service, a quarter-peal (1260 changes) o f For
ward M ajor, in 49 minutes. First quarter on the bells, and first 
quarter in tho method bv a ll: H . Page (conductor) 1. F. Lasbury 2,
F. Wines 3, G. Cross 4. T . Page 6, G. Wines 6 , W . Page 7, J . Cross 
8.—On Monday, Nov. 27th, 336 Doublo N orw ich : G. Cross 1, W . Page
2, F. W ines 3, F. Lasbury 4, T. Hamlin 5, G. W ines 6 , J . Cross 7, 
T. Page 8.

HEMEL H EM PSTEAD.— A t St. M ary’s  Church, on Nov. 19th, for 
morning service. 360 B ob M inor: Driver E. Rivih (of Mansfield, 37th 
Reserve Battery, R .F .A .) 1, F. W alker 2, T. Floyd, junr.. 3, T . Floyd, 
*enr.. 4. H. Golding (conductor) 5. W . Floyd 6, E. W atson 8.

W O RD SLEY .—On Sunday, Nov. 19th, at Holy Trinity Church, for 
evensong, 720 Bob Doubles: J. Slater 1, H. Quarry 2, Thos. Heath- 
cock 3, C. W . Cooper 4. J . Bass (conductor) 5, A. W . Dodd 6 . R un" 
with the bells half-muffled to the memory mf Squire Cooper, o f Sout.li 
Staffs Regiment, a form er ringer at this church, who has been killed 
at tho front.

P U TN E Y .—A t St. M aryV Church,, 011 Nov. 19th. for C.E.M .a. 
service, a quarter-peal o f Grandsire Triples (1260 changes), in 46 
mins.: Art,. Jones 1, H . Barret 2, G. Loo 3, A. Cutmore 4, C. t .  
Collis 5, T. Bolton 6, C. H unt (conductor) 7, C. Collis 8.—On Dec. 
3rd, fo r  C.E.M.S. sorvice, a quarter-peal o f Stedman Triples (1260 
changes), in 44 m ins.: Mrs. F. I. Hairs 1, W . Stevens 2, P . Mackrill
3, A. Cutmore 4, C. E. Collis 5, T. Bolton 6, L. Attwater (conduc
tor) 7. W . Elson 8.

STOCKPORT.— On h andbollB , at 22. W illis Road, on November 24th, 
in 38 minutes, a quartervcal o f Grandsire Triples (from H olt's Ori
ginal), 1260 changes: A. Barnes (conductor! 1—2, W . Jackson 3—4,
H. Jackson 5—6, E. A . Jackson 7—8.



36 T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R LD . February 2nd, 1917.

F o u n d r y  
E s t a b l i s h e d  
A.D . 1 5 7 0 .MEARS &«

STAINBANK.
Bellfounders & Bellhangers,

32 & 34, Whitechapel Road, 

LONDON, E.

Teno r  Bell, 25J cwt., o f  th e  new ring 
o f  Ten  a t  St. P e te r ’s, B r ighton.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
For Rehanging, Returning and Recasting.

Musical Handbells In sets, Bell Ropes, &c.

RINGING AFTER DUSK.
HOME OFFICE STATEM ENT.

Last week we were able to state that the Defence of thc 
Realm regulations relating to the ringing of church bells 
after dusk had been modified in the Metropolitan Police 
area by the extension of the time up to which it is per
missible to ring lo 9 p.m. This enabled the bells to be 
rung for .Sunday evening service and for practices, and 
this opportunity the various churches had gladly availed 
themselves of. There seemed, however, some uncertainly 
as to the exact extent of the area to which the modification 
applied, and, with a view to clearing up the question, we 
wrote to the Home Office asking if some, definite informa
tion on the subject could be given for publication, so that 
we might be in a position to make an authoritative state
ment.

From the reply, which we prim below, it will be seen 
that any extension of the relaxation of thc regulations to 
other districts will have to be secured from the Competent 
Military Authority—which ought not to be difficult with 
the precedent of London to back up applications.

The reply by the. Under Secretary of the Home Office, 
dated Jan. 24th, was as follows :—•

“  Sir,
“  In reply to your letter of the 23rd inst., I am 

directed by the Secretary of State to say that the ring
ing o f church bells up to 9 p.m. in the Metropolitan 
Police District has been authorised by the Competent 
Military Authority, under the powers reserved to him 
by Regulation 12 R of the Defence of thc Realm Re
gulations. The Secretary of State has no jurisdiction 
in the matter, and if a similar relaxation of the Re
gulation is desired in other localities, it will be neces
sary for permission to be obtained from the Competent 
Military Authority concerned.”

T H E  P R E S ID E N C Y  O F  T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL.
T o  the E d it o r .

Sir.—I f  I were in Alderman Pritchett’s place, I should be inclined 
to ea.y, “  Save mo from  my friends, and (lo not let them blow my 
trumpet too  much or too often, in the Press or on the platform .’ * Mv 
experience o f governing bodies responsible for filling important posts 
is, that it floes not. help a candidate to  be lo o  much pressed upon their 
■otice, as if they were not capable o f judging for themselves. For 
instance, not very long ago the chances o f  a likely candidate for a 
certain headmasterehip were practically upset In1 a local dignitary, 
who pressed him upon the electors with such indiscrect, though well 
meant, zeal that they thought (hey scented: a "  jo b .”  and selected 
someone else.

I have not the honour o f Alderman Pritchett's acnuaintance, nor 
have I any axe to  grind for  anyone else as our new president. M ore
over, it  is probable that advancing y eaT S  and high railway fares will 
make a Whitsuntide journey to Gloucester very difficult for me. — 
Yours faithfully,

A MEMBER OF THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.

At the Handbell Contest held annually in Manchester the 
First Prize for the last 16 years has been awarded to bands 
using our bells, and on fourteen of those occasions they have gained 
the Second Prize also. <

W A R W I C K S H I R E  GUILD .
A quarterly meeting o f the Warwickshire Guild was held at R ushy. 

«n Saturday week, when 18 members from Allesloy, Birmingham. 
Coventry, Nuneaton andi Rugby, put in an appearance, together with 
Y r . C. C. M aync, o f Beaconsfiold. The fine peal o f  oigbt nells at the 
Parish Church were kept goinj* to touches o f Grandsire and Stedma.u 
Triples, Kent Treble Bob. and Superlative Surprise M ajor, until 5.50 
p .m .; after which tho business meeting was held iu the belfry, Mr. 
•Jtyyee George (thc Ringing Master) occupying the chaix.

It was decided that Ihe annual meeting be held at W arwick on 
Rairter Mond&y as usual. ,

The Chairman expressed regret at the less of a life member of the 
Guild, by the death of Mr. Alfred W . Grimes, a letter o f condolence 
having been sent by him to the relatives previous to  this meeting.

Four young ladies of the Chilvers Coton tower (Miss Gladys Dodds, 
Miss Evelyn Dodds, Miss May Godderidge. and Miss Eva Lewis) were 
made members o f the Guild. '

A hearty vote o f  thanks was accorded to the Rector for thc use 
of tke bells, and to the tower keeper for having everything in reafli-
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LONDON S VANISHED CHURCHES.
B E L L S  W H IC H  E SC A P E D  T H E  G R E A T  F IR E .

A L L  H A L L O W S , STA IN IN G .
By J. R. J e r r a m .

Although the church of All Hallows, Staining, escaped 
the fire of 1666, it got into such a dilapidated condition 
that it had to be rebuilt in 1694. It was a plain Tmilding 
with a square tower surmounted by a turret at the north
west corner, and stood until 1870, when it was condemned 
to be demolished.

The tower contained a peal of six bells, with a tenor of 
about 9 cw t.; the third being a rare specimen of foreign 
bell-founding. The inscriptions were as follows :—

Treble.
EDW ARD CORNELL NATHAN DODSON CHVRCH W ARDENS 

1697 I. O  B. [W hitechapel Medallion as used by James Bartlet.]
Second.

Io8cpbus Carter me feeft, 1007 
Third. 

• X  martiite : c s  : mincn : name : niun : iib c la n t : : 
<loDc : bequame : flbcmacct : lilt : ja c r : 1 1 1 : cccc : Iviii [/.«.,
“ Martin is my name. May my sound be pleasing to God. Made in 
the year 1458.” ]

Fourth and Fifth.
I. O  B. {Jam es B artlet’ s mark as 011 treble.]

I AMES BA RTLET M ADE ME 1682.
Tenor.

O  {Anthony B artle tt  mark] A. B. M ADE MEE. HEN RY SW EET 
AND THOMAS B E W L Y  CHVRCH W ARDEN S, 1647 [Diameter 37 
inches.]

When the church was pulled down four of the bells are 
said to have been used to provide part of the metal for 
casting the peal of six at St. Paul's, 1-Iomerton. The third 
wras taken to the Grocer’s Hall and preserved as a 
curiosity. Mr. H. B. Walters, in his Church Bells of 
England, considers this bell to be a Flemish one.

In the churchwardens’ accounts for 1587 there appears a 
payment of one shilling for ringing at the execution of 
Mary, Queen of Scots.

C E N T R A L  N O R T H A N T S  A S S O C IA T IO N .
A quarterly meeting o f the Northampton District was held at 

Eaton on Saturday week, the following towers being represented: St. 
Edmund's, St, Giles’ , St. Peter's ami All Saints’ , Northam pton; 
Kingsthorpc. Boughton, Duston, Weston Fi.vill, Cogeulioe, Earls Bar
ton, Isham. Easton Neston, Pattishall, Irthlingborough Finedon, and 
tho local ringers. A short servicc was conducted by tho Rector (the 
Rev. Canon Jephson), and tea was served at thc Three Horseshoes, 33 
sitting down.

The usual business meeting followed, presided over by Mr. J. Shrrke. 
vice-president. It was decided, on the recommendation o f the com
mittee. that thc next district quarterly meeting be held at Boughton 
on July 9th.

Ten new member.- wore, elected, and a hearty voto of thanks was 
accorded Canon Jephson for  the use o f the bells, and for the service; 
also to the local ringers for having tho bells ready.

Tho following methods were rung during the afternoon: Cambridge 
Surprise, W oodbine aud Oxford Treblo Bob, Bob Minor, Stedman aud 
(>raudsire Double*.

W IN C H E S T E R  GUILD.
A combined practice for the Yorktown District of the Winchester 

Guild was held at Horsell, Surrey, on Saturday afternoon, when 
lingers attended from Yorktowu, Pirbrijrbt, Hersham. W oking, Bram
ley, and Cranloigh, as well as =omo o f Ihe local men. Grandsire and 
Stedman Doubles and Bob Minor n.nd Kont Treble Bob were brought 
round, several o f those present being able to attempt something which 
was new to them. At the conclusion o f the. ringing, the visitors were 
very kindly entertained to tea in the Village Institute by the Vicar 
(the Rev. Norman Pares, R .D .) and Mrs. Pares, tho latter adding to 
the indebtedness of the party by waiting upon them.—A vote o f thanks 
to the Vicar and Mrs. Pares was passed, 011 the m otion o f Mr. F. E. 
Dawe, and afterwards a few short touches o f Grandsiro and Stcdman 
Triples were rung on handbells.

S U R R E Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .
AN NUAL MEETING AT REIGATE.

Three main causes contributed to a small attendance at the annual 
meeting o f the Surrey Association, at Reigate, on Saturday week. 
First, tho war claims a large number o f members, then thc weather— 
a combination o f snow and bleak wind, which made some members wish 
thc annual gathering was hold in mid-summer instead o f mid-winter 
—kept others away, while some who might have attended wore pre
vented by the present railway facilities. But although small, the 
meeting was a representative one, the towers from Hersham in the 
south to Burstow in the west, as well as the Croydon district, supply
ing members. Thc ten bd ls  of Reigate Parish Church were utilised 
during tho afternoon, and at 5 p.m. the ringers attended shortened 
ovening prayer, conducted bv the Vicar (thc Rev. F. C. Davies), who 
gavo a brief addross, in which a hoarty welcome was coupled with 
words o f encouragement for  these dark days. Ho urged all ringers 
to do their part in the great crisis, not only by keeping church bell 
ringing going, but also by striving to do their be6t in whatever Epbcre 
each one found himself placed.

A capital meat tea was provided at thc Parish Hall, presided over 
by the Vicar, who took the chair at. tho business meeting which fol
lowed, and was supported by the Master. Mr. J. D. Drowett, o f Mit
cham. and by ono o f  the churchwardens (Mr. Temple Newell), and the 
assistant hon. secretary (Mr. Chas. Reading).

SATISFACTORY FINANCES.
The audited accounts fo r  the two years ended 31st December last 

were laid upon t ie  table, and showed a balance in hand o f _C34 odd. 
Of this £15 is invested in W ar Loan, and it was resolved not. to dis
turb the balance in the G.P.O. Savings Bank for the sake o f invest
ing at an increased rate. The reduced income o f the past year hud 
just met. tho expenses incurred.

Letters were read from the President (the Lord Bishop o f South
wark). commanding the work o f the Association and the. individual 
efforts o f the members in their respective parishes, and from the 
representatives o f the late hon. secretary o f  the Western District (Mr. 
A. Shepherd) and Mr. A A. Johnston, of Croydon, returning thanks 
for  sympathy and for  funeral flowers.

It was reported that 110 peals had been rung in the district since 
the date o f tho last annual general meeting, and that the number 
of new members elected during the past year had been four only — 
ngainst the 50 who had been called to the colours since the outbreak 
of hostilities. The n a -i-s  o f  those 50 d o not cover the number of 
ringers o f tho Association who have exchanged the m w  for thc rifle, 
mid thc Master appealed lo  the representatives o f the towers to sec 
that a complete record was kept, whether members o f the Associa
tion or not. in order that, a complete and permanent- record might 
hereafter be prepared. It. was reported that Gunner Dewdnev (Christ 
Church. Mitcham), and Pte F. W oodiss. Grenadier Guards (Hershaml. 
were both convalescing from wounds— m d  the names o f Ptes W  
Streeter and H. Dennis both o f Redliill, and of the Quoen’ s Reeiment. 
were added to that o f Alfred Bashford, o f Nutfield, all three o f whom 
had made the Supreme Sacrifioe.

OFFICERS RE-ELECTED.
The President and Ringing Master wero re-elected, as also was the 

hon. secretary, Mr. Cyril F. Johnston. Grenadier Guards, and the hon. 
secretary o f the Southern District, Mr. H . Ewins, o f Reigate.—Mr. 
W . Shepherd kindly consented to accept the hon. secretaryship o f the 
Western District, held bv his late, brother. The Rev. A. S. W . Young, 
the Vicar o f Kingston, who for 36 years has acted as hon. treas.. was 
also re-elected, and iu like mannor the hon. auditors. Messrs. Allan 
Gomer. Alfred Gear, ami F. Brown, were again elected. To all of 
these the meeting passed a unanimous resolution o f thanks.

The Master and Mr. Chas. Dean kindly promised to carry out the 
duties o f the assistant hon. secretary if it should become necessary lo  
"  place that office in commission."’

Thc Rev, Donald McDonald, o f Christ Church. Mitcham, and the 
Rev. G. E. *G. Hoare. o f Godstone. were added to the hon. members 
o f the committee in the room o f the late Mr. A. A. Johnston and Mr. 
Percy Sylvester.

A vote o f thanks. 110110 the less real because o f custom, was ac
corded to the Vicar and churchwardens o f Reigate for  their kiudness 
of the day, as well as for their presence, and to Mr. Ewins for making 
the local arrangements.

The place o f the next anuual general meeting was fixed for Croydon, 
and the question o f  any Quarterly meeting* for ringing was left to the 
disc notion o f the representatives o f each of the three Districts.

W H Y  !
" Punch ”  laat week ka<l the following: “  The ether day a Faruham 

bell ringer, after cycling soventy miles, rang a peal o f 5940 changes. 
It is not known why.”  W e atl enjoy “  Punch's ”  humour, bu ’ 
“  Punch "  is not a bell ringer.

BRIERLEY H IL L . —  On Suuday, January 7th. at St. M ichael’s 
Church, 700 Bob M inor for  the men’s afternoon service: W . Stintou 1. 
J. Slater 2. J. Bass 3. C. W m . Cooper 4, W . Potter 5, A. E. W hatmore 
(conductor) 6 . E. T. Lloyd 7.
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NOTICES.

Y O R K S H IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N .— The annual general 
meeting will be held at Pontefract on Saturday, February 
3rd, 1917. Bells of both churches available until dusk ; 
service in All Saints’ Church at 4.45 p .m .; tea and meeting 
to follow. —  H. Williams, Sec. pro tem., New Wortley 
Cemetery, Leeds.

K E N T  CO U N TY A SSO C IA TIO N .— Ashford District. 
— A meeting of the above will be held at Hythe, on Satur
day, February 3rd. Bells available from 2 o'clock till 
sunset. A member will be elected at this meeting to serve 
on a sub-committee to consider the question of a memorial 
to all those who will have fallen in the War and who have 
served in H.M. Forces. A good attendance is hoped for.—
C. Tribe, Hon. Sec., British School Villas, Tenterden.

E SSE X A SSO C IA TIO N .— North Eastern Division.—A  
district meeting will be held at Coggeshall on February 3rd. 
Bells ready 2 p.m. until sunset. Tea at W . S. Mount’s, 5.30, 
gd. each. Subscriptions for 1917 are now due.— B. 
Redgwell, Dist. Sec., Rayne. .

BATH  AN D  W E L L S  D IO CESAN  A SSO C IA TIO N . 
-—Chew Deanery Branch.— The annual meeting will be held 
at Portisliead on Saturday, February 3rd. Bells available 
2.30; Divine Service 4.30 ; tea at the Cafe, 5.30; business 
meeting to follow.— George Yeo, Hon. Local Sec., Long 
Ashton.

BATH  AN D  W E L L S  D IO CE SA N  A SSO C IA TIO N . 
— Axbridge Deanery Branch.— The annual meeting of the 
above branch will be held at Weston-super-Mare on Satur
day, February 3rd. Service 5.30. Tea and meeting at 
Glass’ s Restaurant to follow. Bells (8) from 2 o ’clock till 
service time.— G. Chamberlain, 35, Oxford Street, Burnham, 
Somerset.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS 
(Established 1637).— Meetings will be held at the Coffee 
Pot, Warwick Lane, E.C., on February 8th and 22nd for 
handbell practice, and on the 13th and1 27th for general 
business. The subscription of is. 8d., which entitles 
members, who seldom attend the meetings, to vote on mat
ters of finance, should be paid before the 28th inst. —  
William T. Coekerill, Hon. Secretary, 32, Edgeley Road, 
Clapham, S.W .

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  AND D IS T R IC T S  ASSOCI
A TIO N .— Southern Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be 
held at Bretforton on Saturday, February 10th. Service in 
church at 5 p.m. Tea for those who send me their names 
not later than the previous Tuesday. The bells (6) will be 
available till service time.— James Hemming, Branch Sec., 
29, Church Bank, Great Hampton, Evesham.

C E N T R A L  N O R T H A N T S  A SSO C IA TIO N .— 
Thrapston District.— The quarterly meeting will be held at 
Raunds on Saturday, February 10th. Bells (8) available
2,30, Service 4.45, tea 5.15 p.m.— F. Stubbs, District 
Secretary, Bridge Street, Raunds.

O X F O R D  D IO CESAN  G U I L D .— East Berks and 
South Bucks Branch.— The annual meeting of the branch', 
will be held at Great Marlow, Bucks, on Saturday, 
February 17th, 1917. Ringing at 2.30 p.m. Ringers’ 
service at the Parish Church at 5 o ’clock. Business 
meeting at St. Peter’s Schools at 5.45.—W . H. Fussell, 
Hon. Sec., Farnburn Avenue, near Slough.

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  A SSO C IA TIO N . 
— North Forest Branch.— The annual general meeting of 
the above branch will be held at St. Mary’s Church, 
Newent, on Saturday, Feb. 3rd. Bells (6) available at 2 
p.m. till dusk. Short service in the church at 4.30 p.m. 
Tea at 5 p.m. in the Parish Room, provided free by the 
Rector.— Ex-Sergt. Joseph Williams, Acting Sec., Glen 
Holm, Ngwent, Glos. .

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Manchester Branch. 
— The next meeting, will be held at St. John’s (Deansgatc) 
on Saturday, February 10th. Bells available from 3 
o ’clock to dusk. Meeting to follow.— W . W . W olsten
croft, Branch Secretary.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIATION.—  
Bristol Branch.— The quarterly meeting will be held at 
Henbury on February 10th. Bells at 3 p.m. till 5. Tea 
and meeting to follow. Will those intending to be pre
sent notify by February 6th? —  Clias.' J. Walton, 14, 
Jamaica Street, Bristol.

W IN CH ESTER DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Guildford 
District.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Shere on 
Saturday, February 10th, 1917. The bolls (8) will be 
available from 3 o ’clock. Service at 5 p.m. Tea at the 
W hite Horse Inn at 5.30. Members 6d., visitors is. 3d. 
— J. J. Jones, Honorary Secretary.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT AMALGAMATED SOC
IETY.— The monthly meeting of the above society will be 
held at Pudsey on Saturday, February 10th, 1917. Bells 
available from 2.30 p.m. to dusk. Business meeting- in 
the lower after the bells are ceased.— W m . Barton, Hon. 
Secretary, 10, Carlisle Road, Pudsey.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON
DON DIOCESAN GU ILD .— North and East District.—  
The annual meeting will be held at Southgate on Satur
day, February 10th. Bells available from 2.30 p.m. 
Short service, 4 p.m. Tea at 6, and meeting at the Cherry 
Tree, 6d. each, to members who advise me by Feb. 7th.— W . 
H. Oram, Honorary Secretary (pro tem.), 25, Crown 
Street, Harrow.

LONDON COU NTY ASSOCIATION (late St. James’ 
Society, Established 1824).— The annual meeting will be 
held on Saturday, February 10th, at St. Saviour’s Cathe
dral, Southwark. Ringing from 2.30 to 5 p.m. ; also at 
St. George’s, Borough, from 6 to 7.15 p.m. Business 
meeting at the Southwark Tavern, Southwark Street, 
S .E ., at 7.30 p.m. Ringers and friends welcome. —  T. 
Walker, Honorary Secretary.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON
DON DIOCESAN GUILD OF CHANGE RINGERS.— 
South and W est District. —  The annual meeting will be 
held, by kind permission of the Vicar (the Rev. J. H. 
Champion McGill), at Isleworth, on Saturday, February 
17th. Ringing from 3 o ’clock. Tea, by kind invitation 
of Mrs. McGill, in the Hartlands Road Mission Hall at 5. 
Ringing afterwards until 9. The honorary secretary 
earnestly appeals for all outstanding 1916 subscriptions to 
be sent to him before the date of the meeting. —  H. C. 
Chandler, Honorary Secretary, Church Road, Heston 
Hounslow.
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ST. M ARTIN ’S GUILD FO R TH E DIOCESE OF 
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755).— The Annual Henry 
Johnson Commemoration Dinner will be held at Ye Olde 
Royal Hotel, Temple Row, Birmingham, on Saturday, 
February 24th next, at six o ’clock. The chair will be 
taken by Canon J. W . Willink, M .A., Rector of Birming
ham. Tickets free to fully qualified members whose sub
scriptions are paid up to date, to other members and 
friends 2s. 6d. each. The bells of St. Martin’s (12) will 
be available from 3.30 to 5 o ’clock. —  A. Paddon Smith, 
Hon. Sec., 11, Albert Road, Handsworth, Birmingham.

PEAL BOOKS.— Price 3s., post free 3/6. Peals writ
ten in at 3d. per page. Prices for entering peals in Asso
ciation official peal books upon application.— J. Beams, 
West Ewell, Epsom.

H O L ID A Y  A P A R T M E N T S .
RINGERS and visitors to Matlock will find every com

fort and convenience at Mrs. H. Paulson’s, Beeck House.

MISCELLANEOUS PERFORMANCES.
BRIDGEND, GLAM .—Llandaif Association.—A t St. Illtyds Church,

a. quartcr-poal o f  Stedman Triples ((1260 changes), in  47 m in s.: R. 
Evans 1, J. Evans 2, A. J . Stanley 3, C. H . Perry 4, A. J. Pitman 
(Port Talbot) 5, Sapper D. R . James 6, J. Cox (conductor) 7, B . Toby
8 . Arranged for Sapper James, who was home on leave from  France

GLOUCESTER.—Gloucester and Bristol Association.— A t the Church 
o f St. Mary-de-Lode, on Nov. 2Sth, at a specially arranged practice. 
720 Kont Treblo B ob M iu or : J. G illctt 1. J. Austin 2. A. A. W aite 3. 
T . Baldwyn 4, J. W? Jones (Newport., Mon.) 5, G. Condick (conduc
tor) 6.

ASHTON-UNDEK-LYNE. — On Sunday, Nov. 26th, at St. Peter's 
Church, 504 Grandsiro Triples: Mrs, Wolstencroft, 1. Ben Thorp 2, J. 
W . Ilolme. 3, H . Holm e (H.M.S. Victory) 4. Mi6s Thorp 5, John Har
rison 6, W . VV. Wols ten croft (conductor) 7, J . Rolls 8.

1SHAM.—Central Northants Association.—On Sunday, Nov. 26th, 
for Matins. 720 Oxford Treblo B oh: E. M. Atkins (conductor) 1, T. 
Garley 2, F. II. Talbutt 3, W . T. Wilson 4, G. A. Blexlev 5, D. Mul- 
lett 6.

BOUGHTON. KEN T.—Ou Nov. 26th, for evening service, a quarter- 
peaJ o f Grandsiro Triples, in 45 m ins.: E. R  Trendcll 1. P ie W . 
Sadler (Braintree) 2, Corpl. )•’ . Lungsbaw (Roatling) 3, C. Iladlow  4. 
A. 'I'. W . Bones 5. S. Vox 6 . E. Trcndcll (conductor) 7. P. W . Trice H. 
Specially arranged for Hio two soldiers, who wore stationed ill Ihe dis
trict. -

BOtIRrON-ON-THE-W ATER, GLOS.— On Sunday November 26th. 
a quarter-peal o f Union Triples, in 45 m ins.: H, E. Gillott 1. W .

P ac^er 3, T . Biuming 4, W . Large (conductor) 5, J. 
Collett 6, II. G illctt 7, J. Buttler 8 .

FAKENHAM, NORFOLK.— A t tiiQ Parish Church, on Sunduv, 
Dec. 3rd, 448 B ob M ajor: G. ’Beverley 1, A. Baldwin 2. F. Harrison
3, C. W ybrow, senr., 4, C. Tuthill 5. J. Godfrey 6 , C. Effberson 
in d u c t o r )  7. R . Cooko 8. -O n  Dec. 6th. on handbells, touches o f  
Bob M ajor and Urandsire Triples by R . Cooke, C. W ybrow , C. Tut-

Ebbcrson. A Baldwin, J . G odfrey; and on Dec. 9th. touchcs 
o f Bob M ajor by W . E. Bason, R . Cooke, C. W ybrow , E. Ebberson, 
vj ° 7njC'VT, ^ ec' 1?**. at Parish Church, for  m orning ser- 
5 , 7  Bob M ajor: \\ . Bason 1, A. Baldwin (Snoring) 2, C Tut- 
l c . E b l l br? \ T -V 4 ’ , W ' , AyrC6 (Syderstone) 5 J. Godfrey 
ranged for r  , (conductor) 8 . Tho touches were ar-
liome o i l  a  rSOD’  £  t0  .m ember o f th© company, who was

ve> after being wounded in France.

Kent' IV ld e  Si?obF<NrT̂ '  t 3' d ’ fo r  men,s sorvico' 1088
(conducted) 3 E S Bailev i  T ^ R  f i  KTe° b'c  £  G ' Wilson 
Sampson 7, j .  M Bailov ft Butt<>n 5, J  G. Rumsey 6. C.
Major by the samo b l J  C0” rs?  o f  Oxfor<l Treble Bob
Kent Treble Bob Maim- T ec' ’ ô r  men’s service, 576
ton 3, G WiUon 4 J  r  J 1f, T lttolt? n f  K e<*>« 2: H . J . But- 
(conductor) 7 E s '  Rnil™ I  ? ' 1 1c - Sampson 6 , J. M. Bailev 
M ajor: H . j '  Button 1 J  M »?■ , 6240 D£ ub'°  Norwich Court Bob
4, E. S. Baiiev 5 E Bca' le,?  San'l « o »  3. A. Kecble 
Rumsey 8. Tl'iese bells Wilson (confIuctor) 7, J : G. 
afternoons, and soldiers and o f l w  r S  ° u  UIxlav ancl Sunday 
trict will be heart°v  w o w l „ i  T  f  ‘Cnds who ma-v b«  *" « »  dis- 
£• s . Bailev. RoVerts R oM  comJ ? u“ cat'nP either with Mr. 
Leiston. Leistou. or Mr. G: Wilson. Valley Road.

$  J a m e s ,  e t a . ,

CHURCH BELLS SINGLY OR 
IN RINGS. 

Bell Frames in Cast Iron, Steel 
and Oak.

Bells tuned on the latest im
proved principles initiated by 

the late Canon Simpson.

CflSTIiE GREEN, 
---- BRISTOL.-----
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JAMES BARWELL,
LIMITED,

CChurch S e ll Pounders
—  AND —

Church B ell H ang ers, 
GREAT HAMPTON STR EET,

BIRMINGHAM
Towers and Campaniles Inspected and 

Estimates Furnished to cover every 
Expense.

alusical Handbells, in any size and number, 
for Tune or Change-ringing, in Guaranteed 

Quality.

The J a sp e r Snowdon Series.
KOPE-SIGHT. Is. 6d . ;  sixth ed. 150 pages; treats Plain Bob, com

mencing on three bells.
GRANDSIRE. 2s. 6d . ; second e d . ;  264 pages; commencing on five 

bells; complete with the Thompson Charts, etc., eto.
STANDARD METHODS 6th Edition Now Ready, 2s. 6d.
STEDMAN. 2s. 6d . ; 275 pages, by the Rev. C. D. P. Davies, M.A., 

with an appendix by Sir Arthur Heywood, Bart., etc., etc.
TREBLE BOB. Part I. Is. 6d . ; second ed .; with appendix; 100 

closely printed pages. Part II., suited for Conductors only; 
very scarce; 2s. l i d . ;  236 pages.

DOUBLE N ORW ICH  C. B. M ajor. A t present out o f print.
SU RPRISE PEALS. Cambridge, Superlative and London; compiling.

All post free, on receipt o f postal order, from

Mrs. LAURA SNOWDON, Cartmel, Lancashire.

ALFRED BOWELL 
CHURCH B E L L  FO U N D ER ,

ipsWieH-
JOHN SM ITH  & SONS

M idland C lock W orks,

D ERBY
Telegraphic Address
* Clocks, D erby."
Tel. No. 569

&
p O

M AKERS OF CLOCKS AND 
CHIM ES for S. Paul’s Cathedral 

Beverley Minster, Selby Abbey, Truro 
^  Cathedral, Thurles Cathedral, Trinity College, Cam

bridge, Belfast Assembly Hall. Magdalen College, Oxford, 
and many others to Lord Griuitliorpe’s designs. In 1897, 

writing to the Vicar 6f MinchinbampfoD, Lord Griinthorpe said “ Smith 
of will clock you iu thc best way and as near ul'ernity as possible/*

‘ ‘ THE W ORLD’S BEST” 
BELLROPES

PROVED IN TH E RINGING OF THE 
W O RLD ’S RECORD PEAL.

S p lic in g  and R ep a irs

Price List 
o f the 

Sole M aker.

John Pritchard,
Swan Street, 

LOUGHBOROUGH
Established over a H U N DRED Y EA R S.

This charming model in Solid Hall Marked Silver 
will make a most appropriate and useful Gift.

It can be supplied in the following sizes:— 
Diameter 2^in. 2jin. 3jin. 3^in. 4in. 4^in. 5 in. 
Price ... 10/6 10/-  21/ -  26/6 32/6 42/- 55/ 
Monogram or Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges.

J C i *C* "D  Goldsmith and
• Silversmith,

W O K I M G
(M A K E R  O F  T H E  R IN G E R S  B A D G E .)

THOM AS OOBLE &  SON, Church Bell 
Hangers, TAUNTON.—Bells Hung on the 
fiaost approved principles Old Bells Re-oast, 
New Bells supplied, Ropes of the best make. 
Ellacombe’s Chiming Apparatus fixed, Hand
bells in sets, Chromatic or Diatonic.

THE BADCE OF THE CRAFT
A B eautifu lly  E xecuted

RING ERS’ PEN D AN T
in O oid , S ilver or  Bronze. 
Specia lly  S u itab le  lo r  O ifts.

Prices, Gold (9 carat) 21/- , Silver 4/6 
Bronze 2/9 (post free).

J. COMBER, Goldsmith and Jeweller,
T elephone ■ 171 Wokinu. W O K I N G

P rin ted for tho P roprietors by the W o o d b r id g e  P r e s s ,  L i d ., 
G uildford , and Published by  M essrs. W m , D a w s o n  & S o n s  
L i d , Cannon H ou se,B ream 's Buildings, L o id o n , B .C .

Unique for Presentation.
An Inkstand in the design of a Well-shapsd Bell
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PEACE” RINGING.

It seems, perhaps, early days to talk of arrangements for 
“  peace ”  ringing, for the end of the struggle does not seem 
within sight, although everyone is hoping that it is not far 
distant. On the other hand, there is no reason why 
schemes should not be formulated so that when the day, to 
which all of us are looking forward with intense desire, 
arrives, ringers may be prepared, as they will be expected, 
to take an effective part in the celebration. That the ringing 
should be properly organised is essential. As the war goes 
on, the bands at every tower get more and more depleted, 
and the new proposals for general national service will 
dislocate still further the ringing organisations. Already 
there are few towers where the full complement of ringers is 
left, and, unless steps are taken to draw up a scheme for the 
purpose, it is very certain that, when the happy day does 
arrive, there may be' plenty of bell “ jangling,” but com 
paratively little good bell ringing.

It is interesting to note that in this matter the W or
cestershire Association is taking time by the forelock. A 
scheme has been put forward by the Hon. Secretary and 
generally approved, by which arrangements should be 
made to collect the ringers remaining at the various 
belfries, form them into bands and let them go from tower 
to tower in their own neighbourhood, covering as many as 
they reasonably can in a day. This appears to be a work
able plan, and in its general features might be followed by 
other associations.' The first step seems to be to ascertain 
how many ringers are available at each tower, and what 
other belfries they could conveniently reach. Then, when 
this has been done, there would be little difficulty in group
ing them together and bringing the various units in touch 
with one another so that they may settle their own details.

W orked on lines such as this, there would be provision 
for proper ringing at most of the towers in the country 
which are affiliated to the different organisations, and it 
might also be extended, if tactfully handled, even to 
unaffiliated towers, with, not unlikely, good results. A t  
any rate, there seems no reason why the various associations 
cannot take the matter up as the Worcestershire Associa
tion has already done. It would be a matter well within 
the scope of district meetings, and probably would be found 
to be easier of accomplishment through districts than 
through the central executives of the various organisations. 
But that is a matter of detail which ringers will have no 
difficulty in settling. Even if it may seem a little pre
mature to formulate schemes o f this kind, there is no 
possible harm in discussing them, while, if the organisation 
is made ready, it will keep quite well till th« day com«6 f»r 
it to ba put into operatio*.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9th, 1917. rBegiitsred at the G.P.O. for 1 
Ltranu'DSsslon aa a newspaper. J

St. P e te r ’s Co lleg ia te  Chu rch , 
W o lve rham p ton . 

Tenor (33 cwt.) o f  th e  New  Ring o f 12.
W OLFRUN CHAMBBRB, W OLVERHAM PTON, 

ilESHRS. GILLETT and JOHNSTON, CROYDON, 4th March, 1812. 
Ueellemen, .

Th* re-caiting of th* peal of ten belli with the addition of two 
bow unea in the tower of St. Peter'i Collegiate Church, Wolrerhampson. 
reoantly carried out by you has proved moat oucceeiful, and given 
general m ti«faction.

I am authorised by the Reotor and W ardeni to lay  how pleaiai 
they are with the reault. In the opinion of thoie well qnaliied to 
lad**, we hare now, undoubtedly, one of the beet peala io the Kingdom.

Youra faithfully, F. T. BECK,
Architect, Diooeian Burreyor.

MODERN W ORK.

Gi l l e t t  & J o h n s to n
CROYDON, Surrey. 

BELLS, OLOCKS, CARILLONS.
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CHARLES CARR 3

O PIN IO N  O F O U R 
M O D E R N  W O R K .

Broomfield Vicarage.
Chelmsford.

Dear Sire,
I  have great pleasure In stating 

that we are perfectly satisfied with 
ihe manner in which you have 
carried out the work entrusted to 
you of re-arranging and re-hanging 
the Broomfield Church Bells.

We consider that the work re
flects great credit upon your firm, 
and believe that your system of 
hanging the bells reduces the vibra
tion of the steel frame supplied by 
fou to a minimum.

ib e  CHURCHWARDENS unite 
w ^h UK in this expression of 
o pinion. Tbe BELLRINQERS are 
a lso unanimous in their praise of 
t <• alterations effected by you.

Tours truly,
CHA8. EDMUNDS,

Vicar of Broomfield 
Messrs C. CARR, LTD.

Smethwick.

K indly ask us to Inspect, Report 
tad Tender before deoiilng your 
09Btract, —- we may be able to 
ta ilit you.

SM E T H W IC K ,
BIRM INGHAM

BELLS
FOR CHURCHES,

S IN G L Y ,
O R  IN  P B A L S .

CHIMES FOR CL0CKB.
P b a l s  A u g m e n t e d , 

C r a c k e d  B e l l s  R e c a s t .

FRAMES
In B e s t  S e a s o n e d  O a k , 

S t e e l  o r  I r o n .

Chiming Machines.
Best Workmanship and

Satisfaction Guaranteed

FITTINGS
D r ALL k in d s . 

A R T IS T IC  W R O U G H T  IR O N  
B R A C K E T S . 

M a l l b i b l i  l i o x  B u c u i t .  
b e s t  B i l l  B o r is . 

K EPAIB8 AND KXH AU G IN  J 
1M ALL BJUKCKKS.

BELLHANQERS sent to Inspect 
and report on Bells and T o w n s .

SEND FOR CATALOGUS.

ESTABLISHED 1780.

JOHN NICOLL,
Churoh Bell Rope and Clook Rope 

Manufacturer.

60, QUEEN’S ROAD, PECKHAM, LONDON, S.E.
'T w o  minutes from  Q ueen 's R oad  Station, L .B . & S .C . R ailw ay).

Late 18B, Keeton’s Road, Bermondsey.

M aker to St. P aul's C athedral, W estm inster A bbey , Im perial Instltata, 
Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. A lban 's , L incoln , Durham , P eterborough, 
M elbourne (Australia), R ochester, D ublin, St, Patrick 's, M anchester 

and W orcester Cathedrals eto. etc.

TEN BELL PEAL.
D U D L E Y , W O R C E S T E R S H IR E .

T H E  D U D L E Y  A N D  D IS T R IC T  G U IL D .
On Saturday, February 3 , 1917, in Three Hours and Eighteen Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  T h o m a s , .
A PEAL OF CRANDSIRE CATERS, 5067 CHANCES;

G i l b e r t  G u e s t  . . .  
S a m u e l  B a k e r  . . .  
W i l l i a m  M i l l s  . . .  
H e r b e r t  S h e p p a r d  
J o h n  G o o d m a n , Senr

...Treble 
. . .  2... 3
... 4 
. . .  5

• H a r r y  J e a v o n s  . . .  
J o h n  G o o d m a n , Junr. 
H a r r y  G o o d m a n  .. .  
B e n ja m in  G o u g h  . . .  
W i l l i a m  M e e k  . . .

6
7
8 
9

Tenor

— 5 
... 6 
. . .  7  
...Tenor

C om posed  by the late W i l l i a m  M i c k l e w  i g h t ,  and 
C onducted  by J o h n  G o o d m a n , Junr.

R un g with the bells half-m uffled as a last tribute o f  respect to the 
m em ory o f  the late M r. S . Spittle, the honoured and respected M aster 
o f the D u dley  band and the D u dley  and D istrict G uild .

‘  First peal o f  Caters and first attem pt. W . M ills and H . Jeavons 
belong to S e d g le y ; B . G ou gh  and S. Baker to C oseley ; the others to 
the D udley band.

EIGHT BELL PEAL.
L A V E N H A M , S U F F O L K .

T H E  E L Y  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N . •
On Saturday, January 27, 1917, in Three Hours and Thirty-five Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o p  S S . P e t e r  a n d  P a u l ,
A PEAL OP BOB M AJO R, 50 40  CHANCES ;

T en or  23 cw t., in D  flat.
‘ C h a r l e s  H . P o u l s o n  ...Treble I W i l l i a m  F a y e r s  . . .
A r t h u r  S y m o n d s  ............  2 | T h o m a s  W . G a r r a r d
H a r r y  S m ith  .....................  3 I L o u is  L e e k s  .............
S te d m a n  H . S y m o n d s  . . .  4 | T h o m a s  P r y k e ..............

C om posed  by  T . H o p g o o d ,  and 
C onducted  by S . H . S y m o n d s .

* First peal on  tow er bells. L an ce-C orp l. T . Pryke was hom e on 
leave. R ung with the bells deeply  muffled as a last tribute o f  respect 
to the beloved  R ector, the late R ev . W . B . L . H opkins. T h e  band 
wish to express their deepest sym pathy to M rs. E : H opkins in her sad 
bereavem ent.

HANDBELL PEALS.
R E T F O R D .

T H E  N O R T H  N O T T S  A S S O C IA T IO N .
On Wednesday, January 31, 1917, in Two Hours and Eight Minutes, 

A t  B r a c k e n  V i l l a ,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CH ANCES ;

T w o  7 2 o 's o f  S ingle Court, two o f  O xford  B o b  and three o f Plain B ob .
R e v .  H . D o b s o n  ............  1— 2 | J o h n  S e a g e r ,  Junr. . . .  3— 4

J o h n  H u r s t  ........................ 5 — 6
C onducted by J. S e g a r ,  Junr.

W itness : D a v id  B l a g g .

L O N D O N .
T H E  A N C IE N T  S O C IE T Y  O F  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .

On Saturday, February 3rd, 1917, in Three Hours,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  ok  S t . L e o n a r d , S h o r e d it c h ,
A PEA L OF BOB RO YAL, 5040 CHANCES ;

T enor, size 16 in B  flat.
W i l l i a m  T . P o w e l l  . . .  1— 2 I F r a n k  S m it h .....................  5 — 6
J o h n  D . M a t t h e w s  . . .  3— 4 | B e n ja m in  T h o r p .............. 7 — 8

W il l ia m  J . N o d d s .............  9 — 10
C om posed  by  E . F r a n c is ,  and 

C onducted by J o h n  D .  M a t t h e w s .
U m pire : M r . J. H u n t .

Arranged fo r  M r, T h orp , this being his first peal o f R oy a l in hand.

A SH TBA D .—On December 7tli, for  Confirmation service, conduct
ed by the Bishop o f  Guildford, a  quartor-peal o f Grandsire Triples: J. 
W yatt 1, J . H oyle 2, A . W inch 3, W . H . Corbett 4, W . Marks 5, 
W . Cook 6, A. Dean (conductor) 7, A. P. Dixon 8. A fter  service, 
the last 742 from  H olt’s Original: A. W inch 1, J. W yatt 2, W . H . 
Corbett (conductor) 3, W . Oook 4, W . Marks 5, J. Hoyle 6, A. 
D ea» 7, A. P . Dixon 8. .
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SOCIETY OF R O Y A L  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H S
The Cumberland* once again m et for their annual m eeting at St. 

M a r t i n  Vin-the-Fields, on Saturday week Some good touchos o f Sted
man Cater* and Cinques, and Treble Twelve were rung up to 5.30 
when tho members assembled in the ancient Vestry Hall and partook 
o f a splendid tea, kindly provided by the Vicar, who favoured the so
ciotv by his presence. Tho inner-man having beon satisfied the Hon. 
Secretary presented the Society’ s balance sheet showing a favourable
balance to be carried forward.

The election o f officers resulted as fo llow s: Master, Mr. J . IX Mat
thews; hon. secretary, Mr. H. J. B radley; hon. treasurer Mr. B Fos- 
kett; senior steward, Mr. James H unt; junior steward, Mr. Frank 
Smith- whilst Mr. James Hunt was elected to tako the place ot the 
late Mr. Henry Dains, as the society's fourth representative on the
Central Council. . .. . r ...

Waltham Abbey was choeen as the meeting place for the spring

following new members was ratified: Messrs. Ben 
Thorp (Ashton-under-Lyne). W . It. Hensher (Canada), G. Twitchen, E.
F. Coles and W . Phipps (High W ycom be), and Arthur Harwin (Eus-

(°Tho Master, in proposing a very hearty vote o f thanks to the Vicar, 
said it gave the society great pleasure to  meet once again at the 
church, where they had for so many years m et for their annual meet
in g  and it was Teally a  pleasure to  work for a V icar who took an 
interest in ringing, and could so successfully com bat the complaints 
from “ touchy ** portions o f the public.

RINGING APPRECIATED B Y  PUBLIC.
The Vicar, in responding, said- he was extremely grateful to the so

ciety for the work they were doing, and he looked upon them as real 
allies to  St. Martin's.* The ringing, which took place every Sunday 
morning, was greatly appreciated by the surrounding inhabitants, and 
no complaints had been received until that very morning,- when a 
gentleman had complained that ho could not sleep after 10 o ’clock on 
Sunday mornings owing to the bells. H e (the Vicar) had elicited thc 
fact that tho complainant went to  bed at 10 o 'clock  on Saturday nights, 
so he felt that it was quite time fo r  him to  be up by 10 o 'clock in the 
morning. The Vicar, proceeding, said tlio bells were undoubtedly a 
a factor in conjunction with abolition o f appropriated seats in the im
portant congregations that were now found a t St. M artin's. An old 
lady living close by had told him that one o f the only joys left to her 
was to wait for tho bells to  ring, and listen to their music. Two of 
her sons had made the great sacrifice for  the old coun try ; and when 
the bells now started she would open the window and gladly let the 
sound o f them fill the room. The soldiers, too, lying wounded in Char
ing Cross Hospital looked forward with pleasure to hearing the bells 
on Sunday mornings, saying that nothing reminded them so much o f 
dear “ old B lighty.”  In conclusion, he hoped the society would do him 
the honour o f meeting there and partaking o f tea with him for many 
years to come, and he hoped that during the year the society would 
have the pleasure o f ringing in a. lasting and abiding peace (applause).

A sad part o f the proceedings was the m oving o f  a vote o f condolence 
to the widow o f the late Mr. Alfred Grimes; and Mr. J . E. Syke$ said 
he would very much like to  propose it, as he rang his first peal of 
Stedman with Mr. Grimes, and ho fe lt the sad loss very much.—Mr. 
James Hunt, in seconding, said that he could hardly realise that Mr. 
Grimes had gone. Mr. Grimes was a well known figure at Shoreditch, 
where he took a keen interest in the local band, and was always to 
be found there on practice nigbt6.—The Master, in putting the motion 
to the meeting, said no words o f  his could convey his true feelings. 
Tho members then stood in silenco fo r  a few seconds to signify their 
approval of the motion.

Votes o f condolence were also passed to  the relatives o f the late Rev. 
J. Holme Pilkington and Mr. Chas. Lee, both members o f the society 
(the latter being at one time an employe o f the Spitalfields foundry, 
and having been killed in action).

The, question o f  a memorial to the late Mr. Dains was then discussed, 
and it was resolved to leave th© m atter to the hon. secretary, who 
would sret the feeling o f the family upon the matter.

At the next quarterly meeting an important, resolution on financial 
matters will bo discussed, and members are, therefore, requested to 
turn up in good numbers. ’

A few touches on handbells brought an excellent meeting to a close.
Members are particularly requested to forward to the secretary the 

names of any members who arc serving with His M ajesty’s Forces, 
together with tho rank, regiment, or shi'p. they are serving in, so 
that he may commence compiling tho roll o f honoiir.

IPSW ICH. SUFFOLK.— A t St. Margaret’s Church, on Saturday, 
December 9th, by special request o f  TrumpeUMajor Farley, o f the 
3>ort.h Somerset Yeomanry, o f W ells, Somerset, a quarter-peal of 
Stcdman Triples, in 40 m ins.: R  H . Hayward (Marlesford) 1, W . 
Motts 2, E. Pemberton 3, W . G. W hitehead 4, J. Motts (conductor)
5, W. Burgess 6, Trumpet-M ajor Farley 7, W . L. Catchpole 8. Mr. 
VV. G. Whitehead hails from Bushev and kindly took part in the 
ringing owing to Mr. Hawkins English, o f Coddonham, being pre
vented from attending owing to unfavourable weather.

D E A T H  OF M R . W IL L IA M  B A N IS T E R .
TH E  “  FA TH ER >’ OF CHANGE RINGING.

The death occurred on Wednesday o f last week (January 31st), of 
Mr. W illiam Banister, who may be saicL to have been the “  father *' o f 
change ringing.

Born at W oolwich on Feb. 29th, 1824. ho would have been 93 years 
o f ago had he lived another month, and his death so vers the last link 
with a famous generation o f  ringers. He was born in a family of 
ringers, for  his father and five brothers were all enthusiasts in the art, 
aud tho seven o f them rang in peals together. A t the tower of St 
Mary's Church, W oolwich, they maintained a splendid band between 
tho years 1843 and 1851, their peal o f London Surprise being only the 
second ever rung in that m ethod. This was composed and conducted* 
by the deceased gentleman. In tho ’40’s Mr. Banister joined the Col
lege Youths, and was indefatigable in following the art, frequently 
walking to London and back for  practice or  peal ringing. In 1858 Mr. 
Banister became a member o f tho then St. James’ s Society (now the 
London County Association). /

In 1865 he was removed to Devonport, where he remained in Govern
ment service until 1879, when he retired on a pension. In Devonshire, 
in conjunction with Colonel Trelawny and Colonel Troyte, he did in
valuable work fo r  ringing, and was one o f the founders o f the Devon
shire Guild. He collaborated with Colonel Troyte in publishing a 
treatise on change ringing, and in other ways he did much to extend 
the art.

On his retirem ent from  the Dockyard Mr. Banister took up public 
work, and for 30 years represented the Dockyard district on the 
Devonport Council, being for the last 16 years an alderman. He wa? 
for six years on the School Board, for twelve years a Commissioner o f 
the Poor, aud afterwards sat as a member o f the Board o f Guardians. 
He was also Justice o f the I*eace. About twelve years ago he wont to 
live at Pembroke, and afterwards in London, passing the closing year* 
of his life in the tender and devoted care o f his daughter, Mrs. Ander
son, at Fulham.

Next week wo hope to give a fu ller sketch o f  Mr. Banister’ s life, to
gether with a portrait.

Muffled ringing, as a last, tribute o f respect to the veteran, will take 
place at St. Mary-le-Bow. Cheapside, to-morrow (Saturday), af 2 p.m.

H E R T S  A S S O C IA T IO N  A T  W A T F O R D .
A meeting o f  the W estern District o f the Herts Association was held 

at W atford Parish Church, members attending from Oxliev, St. Al
bans, Aldenham, Stanmore, W atford , and Bushey. Stcdman and 
Grandsire Triples, Double Norwich and Superlative Surprise Major 
were rung during the afternoon, the V icar o f  W atford taking a rope in 
the Stedman. Over 20 members sat down to tea, at which the Rev. 
C. F. Ayerst (V icar o f W atford) presided, supported by the Rev. G. M. 
Hall (Rector o f  Bushey), and Mr. G. W . Cartmel (hon. secretary of (he 
Association).

At the business meeting Bushey was selected for the next meeting, 
to be held on March 3rd.— A hearty vote o f thanks to the Vicar of 
W atford for the use o f the bells was proposed by Mr. G. W . Cartmel. • 
who said how pleased he was that W atford  was now affiliated with the 
Hertfordshire Association.—The Vicar said he was very pleased to 
welcome the members o f  the Association, and to have his bells Tung as 
well as they were rung that afternoon.—In responding to n vote of 
thanks for his presence am ong the ringers, the Rev. G. M. Hall said he 
was very pleased to oomo for  where he found ringers there was always 
good fellowship. The Association would be welcome at Bushey at any 
time.

T H E  L A T E  M R . A . W . G R IM E S .
Mrs. A lfred W . Grimes begs to  return her most grateful thanks to 

all ringers who so kindly subscribed to the funds opened on behalf of 
herself and six children during her lamented husband’s long illness.

The sum raised by members and friends o f  the Ancient Society o f 
College Youths amounted to  £25 14s. The Middlesex Association and 
London Diocesan Guild also raised the sum o f £25 12s. 6d.

As these funds m a y ‘not have become generally known outside Lon
don, any further subscriptions.from  friends and admirers o f the late 
Mr. A. W . Grimes will be thankfully received, and acknowledged by 
Mr. W . T. Cockerill (hon. secretary o f the College Youths), 32. Edgeley 
Road. Clapham, S .W ., and Mr. W . Pyo (Master o f  the Middlesex As
sociation), 8, Sansom Road. Lansdown Road, Leytonstone. *

STONY STRATFORD, BUCKS.— On Sunday, December 3rd, at St. 
Giles’ Church, 720 Bob M inor: P . Dewick 1, C. A. Valentine (conduc
tor) 2, E. Yates 3, W . W . Bonham 4, T. C. Tompkins 5. J. A . Giles 6. 
Rung with tho bells half-muffled as a last token o f respect to t>he 
late Rev. J. H . Light, V icar o f  Marlow, and form erly for  seven years 
the much-respected and Beloved V icar o f the abov© parish.

E RITH .—A t Christ Church, on Sunday, Doc. 10th, for  morning 
service, a quarter-peal o f  Grandsire Triples (1260 changes), in 41 
mins., by the follow ing: J. Cullum 1, F. J. Cullum, junr. (first 
with a bob bell) 2. W . J. Aldridge 3, W . W atchom  4. F. C. New
man 5, W . Evans 6, F. J . Cullum. senr. (conductor) 7, G. CuHnm 
The first <juarter-peal rung on the beljs,
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MEARS & ■—  
STAINBANK,

Bellfounders <Sc Bellhangers,

^ «

33 & 34, Whitechapel Road, 

LONDON, E.

T e n o r  Bell, 25£ cwt., o f  th e  new ping 
o f  Ten  a t  St. P e te r ’s, B righton.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
For Rehanging, Retunlng and Recasting.

Musical Handbells in sets, Bell Ropes, & c.

At the Handbell Contest held annually in Manchester the 
First Priee for the last 16 years has been awarded to bands 
using o'ur bells, and on fourteen of those occasions the)/ have gained 
the Second Prize also.

DEATH OF MR. S. SPITTLE.
PASSING OF AN IN TERESTIN G PERSON ALITY.

By tho passing o f Mr. Samuel Spittlo, o f  Dudley, whose doath we I  
recorded last week, the Exercise has lost one o f  those veterans who -V 
havo advanced and adorned tho art o f  ringing, and whose departure ; 
leaves a gap which only timo will bridge. In Worcestershire and the k 
neighbouring counties there was no ringer more honoured, and esteemed, I  
and in the Dudley district no figure was better known or more re- I  
spected. H is 80 years had seemed to  sit lightly on his shoulders, and p 
Mr. Spittle's death came as something o f  a shock to his many friends.

Mr. Spittle’s career was really a remarkable ono, and few men can 
claim to equal his record o f holding a public office for 71 year* without I* 
a break, for  that is what ho did as beadle and verger o f  St. Thomas’s I  
Parish Church, Dudley. When he was only nine years old Mr. Spittle, I  
who wa9 then a chorister, was selected to be junior beadle, and when I  
he came, to  man’s estate ho was appointed permanently. Altogether he r, 
kept this office for  71 years. I t  was remarkable that, as far as can be 
ascertained, Mr. Spittle was not absent from  his duties more than six i. 
Sundays, and during that tim e he was on a  trip to America and back.

The picturesque uniform o f His office greatly appealed to  him. It I  
consisted, when he was a boy, o f  a coat o f green and gold, velvet K 
knickers, white silk stockings, and low shoes. In  later years the whit® j, 
silk stockings gave place to gaiters and afterwards to trouser#. A t his I  
own special request he was buried in this uniform.

LOCKED PEW S.
Mr. Spittle often used to rocall the time when the interior o f  the t 

Parish Church was filled with the old-fashioned arid high-backed pews.
He remembered that those who subscribed to the building of tho Parish • 
Church were given certain pews, and although many o f the subscribers 7 
did not hold rigidly to  them there were those who looked upon them I 
as their absolute property. Many o f  tho pew holders kept pews locked 
throughout the week, came to church on Sunday with the key dang
ling in their hand, and it was one o f  young Spittle’s duties to run for- I 
ward, obtain the key, open the door, and see the worshippers com fort- 1 
ably seated, finally closing the door and turning the hasp, so as to en
sure that no molestation took place during the service. Mr. Spittle, j 
when still a boy, was in the choir o f Mr. Henry Blunden. I f  was from  I 
this choir that a small glee party was form ed, o f which Mr. Spittle was | 
a member, and this glee party became quite famous in that part o f I 
the Black Country. Vocally Mr. Spittle ha4 a powerful and pleasing 
voice, and less than two years ago ho sang at a social gathering m 
most acceptable style.

Mr. Spittle was a native o f  Dudley, and wa« b om  at the top o f  the 
Inhedge. His father, who died when Lis son was only ten, was a bell 
ringer, and his son followed in his father's footsteps and himself be
came a bell ringer o f much prominence. Indeed he seemed to have 
inherited the art o f campanology, ar.d almost as soon as he could pull 
a bell rope young Samuel was found at work. As a matter o f fact he 
was only 14 years o f .ago when ho rang his first peal— a peal rung with 
the bells muffled on the occasion o f the great Duke o f  W ellington 's % I 
funeral. I t  was the first peal rung on the bells by any Dudley ringers.
It was conducted by the late Mr. W illiam Micklewriglit, senr.

In 1855 a rupture occurred between the old  and the young ringers, 
and Dr. Brown “  sided !* with the 11 younger end ,”  to the extent of 
allowing them the use o f the church bells on one night per week to 
practise change ringing. The young band o f bell ringers were trium
phant. and in 1856 they purchased a peal o f  56 handbells, and Mi 
Spittle was appointed captain. When the present V icar o f  D u dlej was 
married Mr. Spittle composed a special “  touch yt for  the occasion, 
and on every 23rd o f Mny since, until tho war began, that peal was 
rung, and the ringers nfterwards had supper a t the Vicarage.

FOUNDING OF D U D LE Y GUILD.
The W orcestershire and District Change Ringing Association was 

form ed in April, 1882. and two years later Mr. Spittle was appointed 
Master, an office he held for 20 years, during which period the art of 
change ringing was much improved in the county.

It was felt about that time that some kind o f organisation was need
ed to federate the various ringers in the Dudlev district, and in 1899 
the St. Thomas’ s Guild o f  Change Ringers, with tho Rev. A. Gray 
Maitland, LL,D .. as Prosident. and Mr. Srvittle. who had been largely 
instrumental in starting the Guild, as Ringing Master, was formed. 
This Guild embraces all the bell towers within a radius o f five miles of 
St. Thomas’s Church, and if, has done much to  foster interest in the 
art o f ringing, and to  rodress any grievances that m ight arise from 
time to time.

Unfortunately Mr. Spittle does not seem to  have kept any record of 
his ringing, but he took part in a great many peals his last being 
Grandsire Caters at Dudley, on December 18t-h. 1915, in honour o f his 
79th birthday. The last peal that he conducted was on December 16th. 
1911. this also being a b ;rthdav peal. Mr. Spittle was the oldest of 
the "  veteran’ s ”  bnnd who. in 1914, scored a peal with a company, all 
o f  whom w^re over 60 years o f  ago.

Mr. Spittle wn« never so hnppv as when nmong the children.
H e always took a great interest in Sunday School work, and for  30 

years was a Superintendent o f the Mission Sunday School connected 
with St. Thomas's, and for 15 years treasurer o f the Sunday School 
Fund. H e only resigned these positions when i^ was decided to dose 
ih e  school. ■
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In 1882 Mr. Spittle arranged a children’* concert in connection with 
the St Thom as', Band o f  Hope, and himself wrote several o f thc 
dances in tho operetta. He woe voluntary conductor of these concerts
for 24 year*. __

For 37 yoars, until Jan. Inst year, Mr. Spittle was school attendance 
officer for 'D udley and district. I t  was 110 uncommon sight to seo him 
walking along the street with a merry troupe o f boys and girls at his 
heels. <H o did not inspire in them the fear which often attache* to thc 
office of attendance officer. Wlion he retired, the Dudley Education 
Committee lost a mosL faithful servant.

Mr. Spittle was also a Freemason, and was initiated in 1883 as Tyler 
of the Harmonic Lodge. lie  had been Provincial Grand Tyler for the 
Province o f Worcestershire; Provincial Grand Tyler o f the Mark Lodge 
for thc Province o f W orcestershire; Provincial Grand Janitor for tho 
Royal Arch Lodge, and Provincial Grand Warden for the Ark Mariners' 
Lodge.

One o f Mr. Spittle's most interesting experiences wag 11 trip to 
Amorica, which he made in 1910. at the age o f 74 years. He visited 
Quebec aud Toronto (where he met his son. who had travelled 3,000 
miles from Astoria, Oregon, lo  meet him), Niagara Falls. Ruffalo, and 
New York.

VICAR'S TRIBU TE.
On Sunday week, at St. Thomas's Church, the Vicar (the Rev. A. 

Gray Maitland) made a special reference to tho late Mr. Spittle, and 
in the place o f the Anthem the Demi March in “  Saul ”  was played. 
The Vicar said:—

“  Samuel Spittle passed away peacefully last Friday morning. In

T h e  l a t e  M r . S . S p i t t l e .

December last he reached the great ago o f  four-score years. When 
niue years old ho was selected from  the choristers and appointed door
keeper and junior beadle o f  the Parish Church o f  Dudley, and for 71 
years he filled the sacred office o f  beadle and chief beadle with un
broken continuity and unfailing courtesy and fidelity. Thc quaint 
uniform worn by beadles o f thc Parish Church, o f which he was proud, 
was novor dishonoured or  disgraced by him, and his desire that he 
should be clothed in, that uniform for  his burial will be carried out. 
Such a record o f scrvice—three-score years and ten— a beadle or verger 
nf one Parish Church, 1 imagine, is unique and outstanding, unsur
passed or unequalled in the present or past history o f the Christian 
Church. W e remember to-day other aspects o f Samuel Spittle’s life 
:!iid work. As school attendance officer he rendered great service to 
the cause o f our olementary education. F or many years he was a de
voted Superintendent o f a  large Sunday School. '  He w a, a great 
leader o f the Band o f H ope; he was a keen and honourable officer in 
Iroemasonry. As a bell ringer ho was a great expert. For 20 years 
he wa* Master o f the Worcestershire Association o f Bell Ringers, and 
he was the leading founder o f tho Dudley and District Guild o f Change 
runners, o f wnich he was Master for 18 years. I t  is interesting and 
instructive to remember that he successfully rang his first peal o f bells 
on his 14th birthday. .

“  A t your V icar’s request the family have consented to the burial o f 
ovir greatly esteemed and beloved friend and devoted Churchman in 
a selected spot in tho churchyard within thc sound o f the bells and in 
lli« sight, o f the belfry he loved so well. May h* rest in peare."

TH E  FUNERAL.
The funeral took place at the St. Thomas's Church, on Tuesday 

afternoon o f last week. The choir were present, and the officiating 
clcrgy were the Rev. S. J. M arriott, R .D . (Vicar o f Nctherton), who 
read the lesson, Rev. A. Gray Maitland. LL.D .. who officiated at th* 
graveside, with the Rev. W . J. Down (Vicar o f St. Luko's), who also 
took the prayers, and Rev. C. M. Stuarfc-King (St. Thomas's).

Mr. T. W . North presided at the organ, and played “  I know that 
my Redeemer Jiveth,’ ’ “  O rest in the L ord,”  and Chopin’ s Funeral 
March. Tho hymns were “  Peace, perfect peace,'’  and “  Nearer, my 
God, to  Thee.”

In the church, beside* a large number of children from the Sunday 
School, thero were representatives e f various public bodies and a large 
number o f  deceased’ s fellow townsmen, who had com e to pay a last 
tribute o f rospect. Mr. John Goodman, senr., represented the Dudley 
Parish Church ringers, and, with Mr. Harry Mason (vice-president), the 
Dudley and District Guild, and Mr. John Bradney represented the 
Society for the ArchdcaconrJ o f Salop. Wreaths were sent bv the 
Dudley and District G u ild ; his fellow ringers at St. Thomas’s, and 
St. Martin's Guild for the Diocese o f Birmingham.

Our photograph o f  Mr Spittle is produced through the courtesy o f 
the “  Dudley H erald.”

In another colum n will be found the rocord o f a  half-muffled peal of 
Grandsire Caters, rung at Dudley Parish Church. Peal attempts, with 
bells half-muffled, were also marie at Coselev and Tipton on Saturday 
last. A t Coseley, on Sunday, with the bells half-muffled, a quartw- 
peal o f  Grandsire Triples wa* rung in 44 mins., for  evening service, 
by : W . JeavonB 1, L. Barnett 2, W . Grinsell 3, Ben Gough 4, J. 
Roberts 5, S. Baker 6, W . Fisher (conductor) 7, A. E. Law 8.

On Tuesday week, at Evesham, a half-muffled peal o f Grandsire 
Caters was attempted, but owing to  a shift course, the bells were 
brought round after ringing 3.563 changes, in 2 hrs. 32 m ins.: J. D. 
Johnson (conductor) 1, H. Middleton 2, G. Popnell 3. W . Short 4. F. J. 
Johnson 5. II, J. Phipps 6, F. Jordan 7, C. Camm 8 , J . Hemming 9,
F. Jinks 10. The hells were also half-muffled, at the special req«est of 
the Vicar, Dr. W alker, D .D .. in memory o f King Charles the Martyr.

It is proposed to  erect n memorial tablet in Dudley Parish Church 
recording Mr. Spittle’s work and the muffled peal run ; to his memory 
last Saturday.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .
A successful meeting o f the Bolton Branch was held at the Saviour’* 

Church on Saturday week w hen/the fine pen I o f eight be!U were kepi 
going from 3.30 to 6 o 'clock , in Grandsire. Plain B ob. Stedman, Kent 
Treble Bob. and Double Norwich M ajor. There were riijeers present, 
from Ncwchurch, near W arrington, W alkden, Deane, and Bolton, will: 
Mr. H. Chapman and Mr. J. Lowe, from  Pendleton.

The business m eeting was presided over by  the Rev. H. J. Else* 
(President o f the Association), and Leigh was chosen as the next meet
ing place.

It was unanimously decided that, in order to curtail' expenses, the 
usual March committee m eeting and the half-yearly meeting be can
celled this year.

The m eeting closed with a hearty rote  o f thanks to  the V icar for the 
use o f the bells, and to the local ringers fo r  having everything in 
readiness.

A R C H D E A C O N R Y  O F  S T A F F O R D  S O C IE T Y .
A quarterly meeting was held at Ttushall on Saturday week, which, 

under existing conditions. was fairly well attended. Here there is a 
handy ring of six (tenor 74 cw t.), which wero made good use o f up to 
the tim e o f tho service. The Rev. A. T. S. Talbot, Vicar, conducted 
the latter, and gave an interesting address, taking for his text.: “ Their 
sound has gone ou t.”  During the discourse, he pointed out the wonders 
o f nature: everything seeming to  have a voice o f God—not the least 
being the sound o f thc bells.

An acceptable tea was served in the Schoolroom at “  The Butts, ’ to 
which full justice was done.—A vote o f  thanks was passed to Ibe 
Vicar for his address and the use o f  the bells, to the organist and 
choir boys for  their services, and to the ladies for  their assistance 
at tile tea tables.— Iu acknowledging the vote, the. V icar gave the mem
ber* a hearty welcome, with the hope that they would come again ere 
long.

Handbells were brought into u»e, upon which were rung a course of 
Stedman Triples, an attem pt at a touch o f Grandsire Triples which 
unfortunately cam e to an untimely end, and the well worn, yet ever- 
frcsh tune, Blue Bells o f Scotland—to the delight o f the listener..

Subject to permission being granted, the next meeting will be held 
at Wednesbury on April 21st.

LUTON, BEDS.—On Sunday, January 14th, for  morning service, 604 
Stedman Triples: J. R ookw ood 1, C. Rollings 2, B. Wilson 3, T. Ken
dall 4, L. A. Goodenough 5,' Pte F. Hunt (Middlesex Regiment) 6, A. 
King (conductor) 7, H . Shaw 8. Rung as a welcome to P tc F. Hunt, 
who was home on furlough.— On January 21st, for  morning servico. 504 
Grnndsire. Triples: A. E. Smith 1, C. Rollings 2, B. Wilson 3, A. King 
(conductor) 4. L. A. Goodenough 5, T. Kendall 6, .T. Ttookwood 7, 11 
Shaw R
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NOTICES.
M ID D L E S E X  C O U N TY  A SSO C IA TIO N  A N D  

L O N D O N  DIO CESAN  G U IL D .— North and East D is
trict.— The annual meeting will be held at Southgate on 
Saturday, February 10th. Bells available 2.30 p.m. ; 
short service 4 p .m .; tea at the Cherry Tree at 6 p m., 
members 6 d .; followed by business meeting. Outstanding 
subscriptions for 19x6 should be sent to the Hon. Sec., pro 
tem., W . H. Oram, 25, Crown Street, Harrow.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Manchester Branch. 
— The next meeting will be held at St. John’s (Deansgate) 
on Saturday, February 10th. Bells available from 3 
o ’clock to dusk. Meeting to foltow.— VV. W . W olsten
croft, Branch Secretary.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIATION.—  
Bristol Branch.— The quarterly meeting will be held at 
Henbury on February 10th. Bells at 3 p.m. till 5. Tea 
and meeting to follow. W ill those intending to be pre
sent notify by February 6th? —  Chas. J. Walton, 14, 
Jamaica Street, Bristol.

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION' (late St. James’ 
Society, Established 1824).— The annual meeting will be 
held on Saturday, February 10th, at St. Saviour’s Cathe
dral, Southwark. Ringing from 2.30 to 5 p.m. ; also at 
St. George’s, Borough, from 6 to 7.15 p.m. Business 
meeting at the Southwark Tavern, Southwark Street, 
S .E ., at 7.30 p.m. Ringers and friends welcome. —  T. 
Walker, Honorary Secretary.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  AND D IS T R IC T S  A SSO C I
A T IO N .— Southern Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be 
held at Bretforton on Saturday, February 10th. Service in 
church at 5 p.m. The bells (6) will be available till 
service time.— James Hemming, Branch Sec., 29, Church 
Bank, Great Hampton, Evesham.

C E N T R A L  N O R T H A N T S  A S SO C IA TIO N .— 
Thrapston District.— The quarterly meeting will be held at 
Raunds on Saturday, February 10th. Bells (8) available
2.30, Service 4.45, tea 5.15 p.m.— F. Stubbs, District 
Secretary, Bridge Street, Raunds.

W IN C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D — Winchester 
D istrict.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Romsey on 
Saturday, February 17th, 1917. The Abbey bells will be 
available from 2.30 to 5.30. Tea in Temperance Hall, 5.45. 
Members intending to be present will please notify by 
February 13th, to Jas. W . Elkins, Hon. Sec., 20, Culver 
Road, Winchester.

C E N T R A L  N O R T H A N T S  A S SO C IA TIO N .—  
Wellingborough District.— The next quarterly meeting will 
be held at Wollaston on Saturday, February 17th. Bells 
ready 3 o ’clock. Service at 5 o ’clock. Tea at the Fountain,
5.30 p.m.— W . Perkins, District Secretary, 6, Addington 
Road, Irthlingboro.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Blackburn Branch. 
— The next branch meeting will be held at Rishton on 
Saturday, February 17th, 1917.' Ringing to commence at
2.30 till dusk, meeting following.— J. Watson, Branch Sec.

O X F O R D  D IO CE SA N  G U I L D .— East Berks and
South Bucks Branch.— The annual meeting of the branch, 
will be held at Great Marlow, Bucks, on Saturday, 
February 17th, 1917. Ringing at 2.30 p.m. Ringers’ 
service at the Parish Church at 5 o ’clock. Business 
meeting at St. Peter’s Schools at 5 .45 .--W . H. Fussell, 
Hon. Sec., Farnburn Avenue, near Slough.

M IDDLESEX COU NTY ASSOCIATION AND LON
DON DIOCESAN GUILD OF CHANGE RINGERS.— 
South and W est District. —  The annual meeting will be 
held, by kind permission of the Vicar (the Rev. J. H. 
Champion McGill), at Isleworth, on Saturday, February 
17th. Ringing from 3 o ’clock. Tea, by kind invitation 
of Mrs. McGill, in the Hartlands Road Mission Hall at 5. 
Ringing afterwards until 9. The honorary secretary 
earnestly appeals for all outstanding 1916 subscriptions to 
be sent to him before the date of the meeting. —  H. C. 
Chandler, Honorary Secretary, Church Road, Heston 
Hounslow.

L A N C A S H IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N .— Rochdale Branch. 
— The next meeting will be held at Rochdale Parish 
Church on Saturday, February 24th. Ringing from 2 
o ’clock till dusk, meeting to follow.— T. K. Driver, Sec., 
99, Hunter Street, Middleton.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS 
(Established 1637).— Meetings will be held at the Coffee 
Pot, Warwick Lane, E .C ., on February 22nd for 
handbell practice, and on the 13th and 27th for general 
business. The subscription of is. 8d., which entitles 
members, who seldom attend the meetings, to vote on mat
ters of finance, should be paid before the 28th inst. —  
William T. Cockerill, Hon. Secretary, 32, Edgeley Road, 
Clapham, S .W .

ST. M ARTIN ’S GUILD FOR TH E DIOCESE OF 
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755).— The Annual Henry 
Johnsbn Commemoration Dinner will be held at Ye Olde 
Royal Hotel, Temple Row, Birmingham, on Saturday, 
February 24th next, at ’six o'clock. The chair will be 
taken by Canon J. W . Willink, M .A., Rector of Birming
ham. Tickets free to fully qualified members whose sub
scriptions are paid up to date, to other members and 
friends 2s. 6d. each. The bells of St. Martin’s (12) will 
be available from 3.30 to 5 o ’clock. —  A. Paddon Smith, 
Hon. Sec., n ,  Albert Road, Handsworth, Birmingham.

PEAL BOOKS.— Price 3s., post free 3/6. Peals writ
ten in at 3d. per page. Prices for entering peals in Asso
ciation official peal books upon application.— I. Beams, 
West Ewell, Epsom.

H O L ID A Y  A P A R T M E N T S .
RINGERS'and visitors to Matlock will find every com 

fort and convenience at Mrs. H. Paulson’s, Beech Houoe.

5008 BOB M A JO R .
By B. M AURICE ATKINS. 

23456 W  B M  H
43652
63254
63542
56342

x  —

36245 ■ —

26543 —

64235 X
34265 S
63245 —
24635 — —

62435 —
42536 —
52634 —

42635 S
Tho last 10 courses to  be repeated 3 times.
This peal contains the least possible number of calls, viz., 49, of 

which the minimum number o f singles are employed.
First rung on handbells on November 25l.li, 1916, conducted by t))p 

composer,
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MISCELLANEOUS PERFORMANCES.
IPSW ICH. — On Sunday, Dec. 3rd, for morning service, at St. 

Mary-le-Tower Church, a touch of Stedman Cinoues: W . J. 
Catchpole 1, E. Pemberton 2, R . H. Hayward 3, H . C. Gillingham
4, W . Motts 5, H . English 6, J . Roso 7, F. T illett 8, J . M otts (con
ductor) 9, W . Burgess 10, W . P. Garm tt 11, Sergt. Farley 12. Also 
a touch o f Stedman Caters, with Sergt. Farley ringing the 9th.

ERITH, KEN T.—A t Christ Church, on December 10th, for  morning 
service, a  quarter-peal o f Grandsire Triples (1260 changes), in 41 m ins.: 
J. Cullum 1, F. J. Cullum. jun. (1st quarter o f  Triples with a bob bell)
2, W . J . Aldridge 3. W . W atchorn 4, F. C. Newman 5, W . Evans 6. F. 
.1. Cullum, sen. (cond.) 7, G. Cullum 8. The first quarter-peal on tbe 
bells. Ringers o f 3, 4 and 6 hail from  W oolwich, and the 6 from 
W est Ham, the rest are local men.

BARNES.—At St. Mary’s Church, on Sunday afternoon,. Decem
ber 10th, 720 Bob Minor, containing 42 Singles: C. Collis 1, M. 
Jacobs 2, H. Cook 3. H . Barrety, 4. C. H unt 5, F. Skeving-ton ’ (con
ductor) 6.

LINSLADE, BUCKS.—On December 10th, for morning service, at 
St. Barnabas’ Churchi, tw o six-scones o f Grandsirto Doubles, with 
7—6— 8 covering: R . Horton 1, A. Vickers, junr., 2, P to J . Child 3,
F. Vickers 4, A. Vickers 5, W , Dack 0, Sapper S. W atson 7, H . 
Hunt 8. P te J.. Child was hom e on leavo from  the W estern front,

' for the first time after a year and eight months’ service there. 
YORK. —  On Sunday, December 10th, for  m orning service, at the 

Minster three courses o f  Grandsire Cinques (462 changes): T . Haigh
1, A . C. Fcam ley 2, T . F. Earnsb&w 3, H . Imeson 4. W . Fountaiu
5, G. Horner 6, E. R ickitt 7, J. Thompson 8, Pte E. Morris (D .L .I., 
attached A.S.C.), first touch o f  Cinques as conductor, 9, T . Hodgson
10, A. Haigh 11, W . Hair and P. Firth 12.

ACTON.—At. St. M ary’s Church, on Dec. 17thi for  third Sunday 
afternoon ringing, a quarter-peal Stedman Triples: C H unt 1, A. W . 
Danes 2, J. W . Fruin 3. Robt, Holloway 4, Staff-Sergt VeA-alls 5, 
W Lawrence 6, F. Skevington (conductor) 7, C. Edwards 8.— On Dec 
<!4tn, a quarter-peal o f Grandsiro Triples: R . H Boddington 1, R e g -

l S'm J ’TR ’ Milck“ an 2. J - w - Fruin 3, C. Edwards 4,
I  T S  ’ W . Lawrence 6 , Pte J . A. Trollope (conductor) 7,
S m ith 1 1.C hm tl? ils JmoTn,nP, 504 Grandsire Tripled: A . E
ton 4 J W  n ? ^ 7 r  C° nd,|Ct? rl 2 ' W - PhiUil «  3, R . H . Bodding- ton 4, J. W . tra in  5, C. Edwards 6, P te Meadows 7, J J. Gray 8

BROMLEY, K K N T .-O n  Sunday Dec 1 7th <!« t> . ’ ,

f t t w s t  a
Cooper' (conductor) 7, A . H e ^ l  5’  H ’ RicheU 6. H  F.

lle u x llin s

PORTISHEAD, SOM ERSET— At c* t> i . ,
Dec- 17th, for morning sen-ice a  o u f r t J ^ i  fC^Urch; . on Sunday, 
45 mins.: Miss M Jukes 1 Mii® n  Grandsire Triples, in
(Clevedon) 4, J. Nisb^ 5  M ^s A. Stokes 3. H . Shire

Who 8 °  M rW H 6 f e

Howard (conductor) 8. Lm dridge 6, H . Coote 7, C. H.

q u a r t l S p ^ EV®.  f ? r the children’s service,

tor) 7 , W  (Y“ ,-ks ) 6,

frien^ were home fo rC h r is t i^ ^ e 1

• - ana neir.— On Dec PSfTi „  ' J x AV- ra-w m ii on the birth 

M ajor: H n f u .  /. u n Ohristmas m om iiip mop __i. , * 1 .  91

CHUROH BELLS SINGLY OR 
IN RINGS. 

Bell Frames in Cast Iron, Steal 
and Oak.

Bells tuned on the latest im
proved principles initiated by 

the late Canon Simpson.

CflSTIiE GREEN, 

---- BRISTOIi.-----
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JAMES BARWELL
LIMITED,

Church IBell Bounders
—  AND —

Church IBell M angers, 
GREAT HAMPTON STREET,

BIRM INGHAM
Towers and Campaniles Inspected and 

Estimates Furnished to cover every 
Expense.

■Musical Handbells, in any size and number, 
for Tune or Change-ringing, in Guaranteed 

Quality.

The Jasper Snowdon Series.
ROPE-SIGHT. Is. 6d .;  sixth ed. 150 pages; treats Plain Bob, com

mencing on three bells.
GRANDSIRE. 2». 6d .; second ed .; 264 pages; commencing on five 

bells; complete with the Thompson Charts, etc., etc.
STANDARD METHODS 6th Edition Now Ready, 2s. 6d.
STEDMAN. 2s. 6d .;  275 pages, by the R er. C. D. P . Davies, M.A., 

with an appendix by Sir Arthur Heywood, B art., etc., etc.
TREBLE BOB. Part I. Is. 6d . ; second ed .; with appendix; 100 

closely printed pages. Part II., suited for Conductors on ly; 
very scarce; 2s. l j d . ; 236 pages.

DOUBLE N O RW IC H  C. B. Major. A t present out o f print.
SU RPRISE PEALS. Cambridge, Superlative and London; compiling.

All post free, on receipt o f postal order, from

Mrs. LAURA SNOWDON, Cartmel, Lancashire.

ALFRED BOW ELL 
CHURCH B E L L  FO U N D ER ,

ipsWieH-

JOHN SM iTH  & SONS
M idland C lock W orks,

DERBY

gc
Cfo o$Telegraphic Address

* Clocks, Derby.”
Tel. No. 569 _

M AKERS OF CLOCKS AND 
O H M E S  for S. Paul's O.i U »dml 

Beverley Mineter, Selby Abl>ey, Truro 
 ̂ Cathedral, Thurlos Cathedral, 't rinity College, Cam

bridge, Belfast AesemMy Hall, Magdalen C< llej-e, Oxford, 
and inany others to Lord Or mthorpe’s designs. In 1897, 

writing to the V i<arof Minchinhainp'ow, Lord Gnmthwrpe said "Sm ith 
ol wijl clock you in the he.it way and as near iilernity as : ossicle."

“THE W ORLD’S BE ST” 
BELLROPES

PROVED IN TH E RINGING OF THE 
’ W O RLD ’S RECORD PEAL.

S p lic in g  and R ep a irs

P ricc List 
o f  the 

Sole M aker.

John Pritchard,
Swan Street, 

LOUGHBOROUGH
Established over a 11UNDIIED Y E A Ity.

Unique for Presentation.
An Inkstand in the design of a Well-shaped Bell

JBL - ■

J. COMBER,

This charming m odefin  Solid H all Marked Silver 
will make a most appropriate and useful Gift.

 ̂ It can be supplied in the following sizes :—  
Diameter 2&in. 2fin. 3$in. 3^in. 41D. 4^in. 5 in. 
Price ... 10/6 16/ -  21/ -  26/6 32/6 42/- 55/ 
Monogram or Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges.

Goldsmith and
Silversmith,

T W O D E d H X T G } -
(MAKER OF THE RINGERS BADGE.)

rH O M A S  P Q S L S  &. SQgVi, Church Bell- 
Hangers, TAUHTONv Bells Hung on the 
most approved principles Old Bells Re cast, 
New Bells supplied, Ropes of the best m ak'. 
Ellacombe’s Chiming Apparatus fixed, Hand
bells in sets, Chromatic or Diatonic.

THE BADGE OF THE CRAFT
A B ea u tifu lly  E xecuted

RING ER S ’ P EN D A N T
in Q old , S ilver  o r  Bronze. 
S pecia lly  S u itab le  fo r  G ifts.

Prices, Gold (9 carat) 21/-, Silver 4/6 
Bronze 2/9 (post free).

J. COMBER, Goldsmith and Jeweller,
Telephone- 171 Wokinq. W O K I N C t

Printed for the P roprietors by the W o o d b r id g b  P r e s s ,  L t d ., 
G u ild ford , and Published by  M essrs. W m . D a w s o n  &  S o n s  
L i d , Cannon H ou se,B ream ’s Buildings, L on d on , E .C ,



Gi l l e t t  & J o h n s to n
CROYDON, Surrey. 

SELLS, CLOCKS, CARILLONS.

g s f  ■ ?

St. P e te r ’s C o lleg ia te  Church , 
W o lve rham p ton . 

Tanor (33 cwt.) o f  th e  New Ring ot 12.
W OLFRON  CHAMBERS, W OLVERHAM PTON, 

MBBBRa GILLETT *nd JOHNSTON, CROYDON, 4tb Murch, 1(11 
Gentlemen,

Tho re*catting of the peal of ten belli with the addition of two 
taw onei in the tower of Bt. Peter's Collegiate Church, W olverhampton, 
recently carried out by you h a i proved moat successful, a id  given 
general satisfaction.

I am authorised by tbe Rector and Wardens to say how pleased 
tksy are with the result. In the opinion of those well qualified to 
fudge, we hare now, undoubtedly, one of the best peals in the Kingdom.

Y ou n  faithfully, F. T. BECK,
Axohiteot, Diocesan Surveyor

MODERN WORK.

W AR MEMORIALS.
The Kent County Association have appointed a com 

mittee to consider the question of providing a suitable 
memorial to those members who have given their lives for 
King and Country in this great war, and the scheme put 
forward at the recent meeting of the Lewisham District is 
one which is likely to commend itself to the Association. 
Briefly, it is to add two trebles to the ring at Canterbury 
Cathedral to make the bells there into a peal of twelve, 
and to piace a memorial tablet in the Cathedral, giving the 
names of the fallen ringers and recording the number from 
the county who have served in H .M .'s forces. There may 
be other proposals afoot which will call for consideration, 
but the provision of twelve bells for the venerable cathedral 
is surely one which will find general favour whatever else 
may be done. Up to the present no church in the Kent 
Association's area possesses a ring of this number, the 
only peal of twelve in the county being the light ring in 
the Waterloo Tower, Quex Park.

This question of war memorials raises an interesting 
subject, and doubtless a good deal will be heard about it in 
the future. Nearly every village and town will later on be 
thinking of some method of perpetuating the memory of 
its fallen heroes, to say nothing of those wealthy families 
who will wish to record the death of gallant sons. Few 
forms of commemoration, we think, would be more fitting 
than the augmentation of the bells in our parish churches. 
Apart from the sentimental side of the question and the con
stant reminder which the bells would be of duty nobly 
done— bells constitute a more lasting memorial than many 
things. Except for the churches themselves, there are few 
objects in regular use to-day which can boast the age of 
our innumerable ancient bells, and, as we are often 
reminded, there are also few things considered to be more 
typically English. For centuries bells have played their 
part in commemorating victory and peace, and nothing 
could more fittingly preserve the memory of the sacrifices 
made in securing that victory and peace which we all 
to-day anticipate than the setting up of bells.

When, as iu the case of the Kent Association,, ringers 
are looking round for a suitable memorial for fallen com 
rades, their thoughts will at once turn in the direction of 
bells, but with the ordinary public this is not the case. 
Ringers should, therefore, see that when memorial schemes 
are discussed, the possibility of the bells is brought to the 
notice of those in the proper quarter. If it is done tact
fully, the idea of restoring or augmenting the bells of the 
parish church will most certainly receive consideration in 
many places, and in not a few will doubtless be carried 
through. But ringers must see to it that they do not los: 
the opportunity of saying the right word at the right time-
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ES CARR,

OPINION O F  O U R  . 
M O D E R N  W O R K . j

Broomfield Vtcarage,
Chelmsford

Dear 81rs, -
I have great pleasure in stating 

that we are perfectly satisfied with 
ibe manner In which you hare 
tarried out the work entrusted to 
you of re-arranging and re-hanging 
the Broomfield Church Bells.

We consider that the work re
flects great credit upon your firm, 
and believe that your «yBtem of 
banging the hells reduces tho vibra
tion  of the ateel frame supplied by 
fou to a minimum.

1'he CHURCHW ARDENS unite 
with M S in this expression ol
0 pinion. The BKLLRINGKBS are
1 lea unanimous tn their praise of 
t le alterations efleoted by you.

Yours truly,
CflAS. EDMUNDS, 

Tlear of Broomfield 
Messrs 0 . CABB. LTD. 

Smethwick.

Kindly ask us to Inspect, Report 
*Bd Tender before deciding your 
Contract, — we mar be able to 
••stst you.

SM E TH W IC K , 
BIRMINGHAM

BELLS
FOR CHURCHES,

S IN G L Y ,
O R  I N  P B A L S .

CHIMES FOR CLOCKS
P b a l s  A d g m e n t e d , 

C r a c k e d  B e l l s  R e c a st

FRAMES
In B e s t  S e a s o n e d  O as 

S t e e l  o r  I r o n .

Chiming Machines
Hast  W or k ma ns h i p  and  

Satisfaction O o a rcc l' C

FITTINGS
OF ALL KINDS,

A R T IS T IC  W R O U G H T  IRON 
B R A C K E T S .

• U L L IA B L I IBOK H l l l l l  
BIST B a it  Bopxa. 

S IP A IB 8  AND B C S A M  IK 
IX ILL  SB iS C C B S

dELLIIANUEKS s ea t  lo Inep. 
««d r epor t  on Belt* a  nil f c v a r

SEND FOR CATALOttUS

ESTABLISHED 1760.

JOHN NICOLL,
Ohnroh Bell R o p e  a n d  Clock Rope 

Manufacturer.

no, QUEEN’S ROAD, PECKHAM, LONDON, S.E.
T w o minutes from  Q aeun's R oad  Station, L .B . *  S .C . R ailw ay!

Late 1BB, K eeton ’s Road, B erm ondsey.

Makar to St. P aul's Cathedral, W estm inster A bboy , Im perial Instiicm . 
C aatn b n ry , E dinburgh, St. A lban 's , L incoln , Durham , Peterborough 
MelWoarn* (Australia), R ochester, Dublin, St. Patrick s, Manchester 

and W orcester Cathedrals (to . etc. .

E S S E X  R I N G E R ’ S  D E A T H .
By the death o f Pte Percy Letch, killed in uction on November 9th 

last, by a bursting shell, the Essex Association has sustained a great 
loss, for he was a most promising ringer. Twenty-five years o f age, lit 
was o f a genial disposition, and a safe and good striker. He com
menced to ring at Boreham, early in 1907, and rang peals iji thc stand
ard methods on eight bells, up to and including Superlative Surprise, 
and several iu seven methods on six bells. His livelihood took hin 
from his native village, just before tho outbreak o f war. to Loughton, 
where lie joined the change ringing band. Much sympathy is fefi 
for  his young widow.

“ D O I N G  T H E I R  B I T ”  I N  A M E R I C A .
ENGLISH RIN GERS H ELP A T ALLIED NATIONS' BAZAAR.
Mr. Richard Newton, well known in Manchester and Lancashiit 

ringing circles, and now af. the Merchants’ National Bank, Boston, 
U .S.A ., sends us the following account o f how he and other English 
bell ringers helped to raiso money for Allied charities. He w rites:—

“  Dear Mr. Editor,— Just u few lines to accompany my birthday 
expenses o f 15s., which I hope you will add to your W ar R elief Fuml 
as last year. This is about the amount ray birthday celebration 
usually cost, after ringing on Manchester Town Hall bells, nnd I  semi 
it with wishes for tHe best of luck to the boys in the-trenches.

"  Just a few words o f what the sons and daughters of St. Georue 
did during the great Allied Nations’  Bazaar, held here in Boston from 
December 9th to 20th, 1916. W e only had about throe weeks’ notice; 
but under the able leadership o f Mrs. A. S. Buckle we were got to
gether, and yours truly, along with two other ringers, E. E. Randall 
and J. F. Laker, were invited on the board o f management o f ten 
After a few meetings, nnd somo running about we landed at Mechanics 
Building, all correct, December 7th, 8tli nnrl 9th. and onened our stall 
boldly labelled * English Booth. No. 126, Daughters and Sons o f St 
George.’  It was stocked with about 1,500 dollars’ worth o f stuff, all 
given, from a lucky Indian liat-pin to an aeroplane, and from n mRii's 
hat to an home-made yacht, a model oT Sir T. Lipton's Shamrock IV.. 
and at the end o f  the ten days we turned in about five thousand dol
lars (£ 1.000), and wo were given to understand that all wo turned in 
would he credited to  us and that w<v should be granted one-half 
towards our Prince o f  W ales’  Fund for  Dependents o f British Soldiers 
and Sailors. Every woman and man worked to their utmost, and 
everyone seemed glad o f the opportunity o f being able to  do tlieir 
‘ b it .’ Although far away from home I  m yself had a week’s holiday 
due to mai so I got permission o f thc hank to have it during the 
bazaar. I had made a hearthrug out o f tailors’  clippings (getting ready 
for my home, which is not yet made), and I let it go by subscriptions 
of 10 cents (5d.) each, and I realised just 10 dollars (£2), and the same 
by a pillow I had given me, with ‘  Rule, Britannia.’ hand-worked in 
silk thread. - I  a lw  realised 10 dollars on a set o f bound books I brought 
with me wHBn I  came out, and ’  W ith the Flag to  Pretoria, and A fter.’ 
brought in 13 dollars and 80 cents (£3 15s,). I worked hard from 
about 10 a.m . to 11 p.m. I  am not trying to  blow my own horn, but 
just to  let my friends at homo see that I am doing my bit here. In 
everything o f  this description there is always a smiling side, and we 
created hundreds of smiles and much laughter.

GOBBLING SILVER CORN.
One o f our ladies originated and perfected an idea o f a goose1' 

head. She manipulated it very iugoniously, and the public were in
vited to ' feed the goose for five cents aud got a prize.’  Everyone 
got something, either a child 's small toy or a packet o f candy, and so 
i( went ou for the first two or three days. But tlie business in this 
lino wag only middling, so I got on the opposite side to the lady t" 
help her. W e did not do much bolter, however, but when ou thc 
Friday there was a large crowd in, a sudden thought struck me, so 1 
shouted out, ' Feed the goose for tuppence-halfpenny.’ The result wa> 
m agic! I could fairly see the people's cars twist, and women whisper
ed to one another..' H ark ! tupponce-’apenny.' There I  stood, with mv 
Coronation medal, and my badge o f office on, my face as red as n 
turkey cock, and sweating as I did when I rang the tenor at ‘ the 
Cottage ' to a peal o f Stedman Triples (ask Harry C .!). But, never 
mind, I faced it out. I thought the chaps in the trenches arc working 
harder, so I kept it up, and we got over 30 dollars ( £6) that day. 
Saturday being ' British D ay ,’ I got to it again. T called out, ‘ Now. 
vou LBucasbiro lasses, foed tho Yorkshire goose with 21d.' Our Eng
lish oorner was crowded all day, aud at night wo had taken over 52 
dollars, about -J10 14s. Truly a goose that gobbled tho silver corn if 
it did not lay tho goldou egg. !(■ was great fun. When I spotted 
five or six young giggling women coming along", I said, ‘  Now, you 
Lancashire lasses, come nnd feed the Yorkshire goose.’ Some would 
say, 1 Hoy, how can you tell we aro from Lancashire?’ W ell, sometimes 
I was right, and -sometimes they were from the Midland Coun
ties, but I came across three boys from B 3nk Lane, Clayton, Man
chester, and they were delighted to bavo a chat with mo, and so was I 
with them. I had to  go to work (Harry Chapman used to ask me how 
I spelt it) on tho Monday, but I got off at 3.30, and was at it at the 
bazaar till 11 p .m ., and at the finish we took just over 280 dollars all 
in five-cent pieces. F ive cents are equal to five halfpennies, so you can 
tell it was no easy job, but we stood the strain to  the end.”

A CORRECTION.
Ths handball paal at Shoreditch, recorded last we*k, was rung b y  the 

Royal Cumberland Youths, and nt>f Hie College Youths, as stated.
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G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  A S S O C IA T IO N .
BRISTOL BRANCH CONSIDER “ PEACE ”  RIN GIN G.

A quarterly meeting of the Bristol Branch was held at Henbury on 
I Saturday. Tho bells (a peal o f eight) were available from 3 p.m., and 

0! soon after that time were set going to touches of Grandsire, Plain Bob. 
t Stcdman and Treble Bob until 5.30. Afterwards 15 members sat down 
'  to toa. I11 the absence of the chairman o f tho branch (U r. H. T.

Howell), Air. J. Gould (Henbury) was voted to the cliai*, aud referred 
r to yet another loss which the Association had sustained by the death 

o f Mr. Boutflowor, and moved that a letter o f condolence bo Hent to 
b  Mrs. Boutflower, the members signifying approval by all standing in 
£  silence.

One new member for Henbuty was elected, and it was decided to 
I  hold the noxt monthly meeting at St. Luko's, Bristol, on March 17th.

A proposition was brought forward to adopt the suggested system for 
j  ' peace ”  ringing outlined in “ The Ringing W orld ’ o f February 9th. 
B  and after some considerable discussion the proposition was withdrawn, 
H  10 be again brought forward at thc next monthly meeting, to enable 
■  members to consider the matter. It is hoped that members will make 
A  a special effort to attend that meeting, so that the matter can be more 
Jf thoroughly discussed.

1’ or future meetings it. was decided to adopt an attendance register. 
^ Thc members were very pleased to hear that Mr. Howell s son was 

home on ten days’ leave from the front, which accounted for his not 
} being present, and no apology was therefore needed for his absence.

A vote o f thanks was passed to tlie Vicar for  thc use o f the bells, 
aud to Mr. H. Dcvenish for getting them ready.—A vote o f thanks 
was also passed to the chairman for presiding, and was accompanied 
by For he's a jolly good fellow ." A pleasant social half-hour brought 
to a eloso another successful meeting.

W OTTON-UNDER-EDGE BRANCH.
A meeting of the Wotton-under-Edge and District Branch was held 

al Stone on Saturday week, when upwards o f 20 members attended 
from the towers o f Berkeley, Dursley, St. George’s, Bristol, Stroud, 
Tytherington, Thornbury, Stone, and Slimbridge. The bells were 
available from 3 p.m., and some good touches were brought round 
beforo the service, which was conducted by thc Rev. Thomas Veal 
(Vicar).—The Rev. W alter Greswell gave a short but most appropriate 
odd res:; to tho members, and tho Mastor (Mr. J. II. Fussell, o f Durs- 
ley) presided at the organ. Tea, by ihe kind invitation o f the Vicar, 

j wag partaken o f in the Schoolroom, after which the business was trans- 
I acted. The Vicar presided, supported by the Rev. W Greswell and 

Mr. C. E. Grcswell (churchwarden).
A vote o f condolence was passed with the widows of the late Rev. H. 

A. Cockey and the late Mr. C. E. D. Boutflowcr, those gentlemen hav- 
! ing filled tho offices o f Master and hon. treasurer o f the Gloucester 

and Bristol Association respectively.
North Nibloy was proposed for the next place o f meeting, on Apr'l 

14th— A very hearty vote of thanks was accorded the V icar for the 
use of the bells, anti for his kind hospitality, and in responding, he 
said be should be pleased to welcome the Association to Stone again 
when the time camc round for them to make another visit.—The Rev. 
W . Greswell was-thanked for his address, and Mr. C. E. Greswell for 

. the interest he had taken in the' meeting.
A short turn on the handbells brought a very pleasant meeting to 

a close,
STROUD BRANCH PRESIDENT RETIRES.

Tho annual meeting o f the Stroud Branch was held at Painswick. The 
twelve bells were open for ringing from 2 p .m ., and 22 members at
tended from the different towers o f the branch, and from Swindon 
and Gloucester. Grandsire Doubles, Triples and Caters, B ob Major 
and Royal and Stedman Triples were rung during the afternoon, and 
afterwards the members attended service, at which the V icar (the 
Rev. W. II. Seddon) and thc Rev. T. M. W illiam officiated, and the 
\ icar, who was President- o f thc branch from its formation, gave an 
excellent address to thc ringers on thc uses o f our church bells in thc 
r.-ligious life of thc nation.

By the kind invitation o f thc V icar all were entertained to lea at tin 
m, ' an<' WOI|e w°ll catered for by Mrs. and the Misses Russell. 
The annual business meeting followed. Thc Blanch Secretary (Mr. 

William Hale} gave a report o f the year's work. Eleven tneetincs had 
been held, with an average attendance o f 18: two peals o f 5,04C 
changes had bt'en run g ; and thc Association had done much good work 
by thc ringors constantly meeting together aud keeping the ringing 
L'omg. There were five honorary and 83 performing members, o f whom 
23 werr serving their King and country, and one had sacrificed his 

m  financial statement was read and passed as most satisfactory.
I lie retiring President was most cordially thanked for his great 

kindness to the Association for over 30 years.—The Vicar responded, 
anti thanked them for their kind words, and regretted leaving them, 
but said he wished to remain an honorary member.—Mr. H . W ork
man. of W codchester wa* unanimously elected Pres:dent. having been 
a honorary member and staunch supporter o f the Diocesan Associa
tion for many years. All thc retiring officer* were thanked for their 
services, and also tlie Branch Committee, and wero re-elected en bloc 

An interesting discussion followed on the best means lo  bring the 
branches in closer touch with the Executive o f the whole Association 

“ toijehouse was unanimously selected for the nexj- quarterly meeting.

NORTH FOREST BRANCH .
On Saturday week, the annual meeting o f the North Forest Branch 

was held at Newent. Tho bells (6) in E sharp, were available during 
the afternoon, and a short .sorvice was hold iu the Parish Church. The 
Rev. D. Gcthyn Jones officiated, the Rector, the Rev. Canon Connor, 
being confined to his room with a bad cold. A fter service a substan
tial tea was partaken o f in the Parish Room, Mr. Jones presiding 
over a company o f 17, which included Messrs. Shepherd and Laug from  
Swindon, and Mr. J. W . Jones. N ew port; Mr. J. W . Davies, Lydney. 
At the business meeting Mr. John Austin (tho Master o f tho Associa- 
lion) presided. The R ev. Canon Connor was elected President for tho 
year, and cx-Sgt. Joseph W illiams was elected hon. secretary. One new 
member for Newent was elected.

The handbells were then brought into uso, and soveral courses in tliu 
various standard methods were rung, and a few tune# well tapped off 
hv Messrs. Austin and W illiams. Tho meeting was tbn best ovfcr hold 
at Xcwent.

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  A S S O C IA T IO N .
A X B R ID G E  DEANERY BRANCH.

The annual meeting o f the Axbridge Branch was held »t Weston- 
super-Mare on Saturday week, some 30 members being present, repre
senting Burnham, Brent Knoll, East Brent, Mark, Uphill, Weston- 
super-Mare, and W ick St. Lawrence. The bells were kept going dur
ing thc afternoon to Grandsiro and Stedman Triples, and service was 
held in the Parish Church, conductcd by the Rector (tho Rev. R. 
Norton-Thompson), who gave a very appropriate address. Tea was pro
vided at Glass’s Restaurant by a ladv, whose kindness was much ap
preciated by all present.—The President (the Rev. Preb. R . Hayes 
Robinson) opened the meeting by thanking the Rector for giving the 
branch such a hearty welcome, for  arranging the scrvice, and for the 
address. Also to the lady for her kindness in providing the tea.—Th* 
Rector having replied. Mr. E. W . Perrct, o f Weston-super-Mare, wa» 
elcctcd on honorary member, and ten perform ing members (all of 
Cheddar') wore elected.

Mark was selected for the next quarterly meeting. — The balance 
shcel- was adopted, and thc Secretary, in his report, stated that, the 
branch was in a fairly satisfactory state, considering that so many of 
its members were serving their counlry. He hoped they would soon 
be back again in their places in the towers.

All the officers were re-elected, and the President asked all tower 
correspondents to send the names o f their members serving their 
country to the secretary, so that they may be entered in the report.

BRIDGW ATER DEANERY MEETING.
The annual meeting o f the Bridgwater Deanery Branch o f the Both 

and Wells Association was held at Bridgwater. The bells o f St. M ary’ s 
Church were kindly lent by thc V icar (the Rev. J. J. Langham), frcm
2 p.m. to S p.m., and the' following towers were represented: Bridg
water. Enmorc, Hunt-pill, Moorlinch and W embdon. A scrvice was 
held at Holy Trinity Church, conducted by the V icar (the Rev. E. dc 
Stc Croix), who is also chairman of the branch, and who gave a very 
inspiring address.

After the service, by the kind invitation o f tho Chairman, the ringors 
were entertained to a sumptuous tea at Taylor’ s Restaurant. Tilt- 
annual meeting followed, the Rev. E. do Ste Croix in the chair. The 
Hon. Secretary (Mr. A. E. Moulton) presented tho annual report, which 
stated that allliough many o f their towers had been very much de
pleted by the men o f military age being called up. there had been » 
remarkable spirit o f patriotism on the part of the ladies, who had so 
willingly come forward to learn the art o f bell ringing in order that 
the bells might bo rung for the services on Sundays.—Eleven new 
members had been proposed during the year, and one life member. The 
balance sheet showed a balance in hand o f J!1 11s.—Thc report and 
balance sheet were unanimously accepted.

The Chairman congratulated the branch on thc satisfactory report 
and balance sheet. He also spoke very feelingly o f  the sad new- 
received, that Mr. Ernest Stockham, one o f the ringers o f St. Mary's 
lower, hurt been seriously wounded, and one o f his legs had been 
amputated. He. was sure that he was voicing the feelintr o f  the mem
bers o f the Association iu expressing their heartfelt sympathy with 
him and his parents, and hoped that he would soon bo restored to 
health again.

Tho Rov. E. de Ste Croix was unanimously re-elected chairman for 
the ensuing year, and Mr. A. E. Moulton was unanimously re-elected 
recrolnry, and Mr. A. E. Colos os a member to the Central Commit
tee. The following new members wero proposed, viz.: Misses Martin- 
dalc. Harry, Pollard and W adm o’-e (We.mbdon probationers), Messrs.
H. Styles (Huntspill) and R . Dibble (Moorlinch), Misses B. Arhorrv, 
Burston and Phillips (from probationers to full members). Shapwick 
wns proposed for tho next place o f meeting.

Mr. Pitman proposed a hearty vote o f thanks to thc chairman for 
presiding, and also for his inspiring address in church, and the Chair
man briefly replied.—The Secretary proposed a hearty vote o f thanks 
lo  the chairman for his kind hospitality, and also counled with it a 
vote o f thanks to the Rev J. J. Langham for the use o f tho bells, and 
to the organist for presiding at the organ.—Miss Stockham, who was 
uresent. said she would like, on behalf o f herself and parent.* to thank 
the.chairman for thc kind expressions o f sympathy extended to their 
in their trouble
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Fo u n dry  
E sta b lish e d  
A.D . 1 B 70.

STAINBANK,
Bellfounders 6c Bellhangers,

32 & 34, Whitechapel Road, 

LON CON, E.

T e n o r  Bell, 25£ cwt., o f  th e  new ring 
o f  Ten  a t  St. P e te r ’s, B righton.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
For Rehanging, Retuning and Recasting.

Musical Handbells in s e ts , Bell Ropes, & c .

At the Handbell Contest held annually in Manchester the 
First Prize for the last 16 years has been awarded to bands 
using our bells, and on fourteen of those occasions they have gained 
the Second Prize also.

P E A L S  : T H E I R  L E N G T H  A N D  S T A R T I N G . 
PO INT.

OPINIONS FROM A DU GOUT IN  FRANCE.
From “ A Dugout somewhere in F ra n ce /’ C.-Q.-M.-S. W . A. Cave, | 

o f Bristol, writes as follows: "  I have read Mr. Clayton’s views on the I 
subject o f (a) the length of peals on eight and upwards; and (b) tho I 
iogality o f starting a touch or  peal from  any change, instead of, as ‘ 
usual, from  rounds. '

“  I quite agree with him when he says, * these are eminently practi
cal questions/ They are, and questions that practical ringers will he 
able to  discuss. -

“  For my part your leading article in the same issue suits my own 
views adm irably; 5,000 changes has been the minimum length to con
stitute a 4 peai * for so long that, I  am afraid no advocacy, however 
able, will bring about a reduction. The time may come, o f course, 
when ringers will prefer to ring a musical, historical, or unique com- I 
position o f anything from , say, 3,000 to  4,999 changes, but for this to i 
happen the practice o f giving points for peals will have to cease, and I 
also. Mr. Editor, you will have to stop giving special prominence to | 
peals o f 5.000 and over.

‘ ‘ W ith regard to  the second question, I  cannot really understand 
anyone even seriously suggesting such a thing as starting from or finish, 
ing with any other change than rounds. Two reasons are adduced for 
recommending the innovation: (1) Many peals o f Stedman Caters 
and Cinques are lost owing to the turning course,; (2) were this allow* 
ablo, Annable's * incomparably beautiful cadence ’ would be the ter
mination o f every course.

“ W ith regard to (1) the number o f peals o f this description rung in 
ordinary times (these are not ordinary times), and the ease with which 
they are obtained, mokes mo incline to the opinion that, they should be 
made more difficult, rather than more simple. As to (2) I do not think 
tho course-end any criterion o f tho musical qualities of any given peal. 
W hat is tho good o f (in Stedman Caters, for  instance) having a tittum 
course-end followed by a bob at 1 ?  The tittum position is gone at 
once. For this reason I consider Sir A . P . Hey wood's short-course 
plan o f bobs at 7. 9 and 10, is infinitely preferable to  Henry Johnson’s 
plan at bob? at 1. 3. 5 (or 6), 8 followed by 2. 4, 7, 9. In the former 
you get the music attnched to  the position, in thc latter you. do not.

“  I  shall look for further views on this subject, but expect they will 
be. with but few exceptions, in fu ll agreement with what you have 
already written.

I am glad to sav I am still in the best- o f health, despite th#* 
bitterly cold weather we have been having of late. W e are not per
mitted to put the style o f  our unit al the end o f our letter in tho 
lorm o f an address, but it must appear in the text, and as if has been 
recentlv chancred (as well i s  our individual numbers). I  give it hero: 
495007 W . A. Gave, C.-Q.-M.-S,, 477 (S. M id.). Field Co. R .A ., B.E.F. 
M y old number was 66. and the unit the 2/lst, so that both have gon< 
up considerably. I  should like to tell you where I am. but, that also is 
taboo, but I can tell you where T would be if I  could that is home 
at Bristol attending to my business, and ringing for service at St. 
Stephen's on Sundays. Mnv that time soon come i> the sincere wish of. 
Yours truly, W . A. CAVE.”

W IN C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  GUILD.
A meetiug o f the Guildford District was held at Shero on Saturday 

last, and was attended by members from  Dorking, Leatherhead, 
Guildford, Cranleigh, etc. Service was conducted by the R ector (tho 
Rev. F. C. llill, M .A.), who described the condition of the bells and 
ringers when ho came to the parish 24 years ago. Then there wero 
six bells rung from the ground floor, in full view o f the congregation, 
and although if might be picturesque it. was hardly reverent to see 
elderly men in tlieir shirt sleeves in the IT<5\ise o f God. and who, when 
they had done ringing for service, used to shuffle down the aisle as 
service was about to begin. Now, thanks in a very great measure 
to that, Guild, o f which they were all so proud o f being members, they 
had eight bells, rung from a ringing chamber, which be was told was 
one o f the best kept in the Diocese. Although there were so few 
present that day. as compared with the 70 or 80 present in pre-war 
days, yet he was not sure that that small meeting did not givo him 
greater pleasure than the largor ones, as it showed the determina
tion o f the Guild to “  carry on till thc gallant fellows in the trenches 
returned vict'orious, and found >fhat their loved bells wero still being 
rung by skilful hands.

Tea. took place at the W hite Horse, and was provided in Mr. R . J. 
Askew's woll-known style.

M r. A. C. Hazelden was elected Ringing Master, snd Mr. J. Whitn 
representative on the Central Committee, in the place o f Mr. C. Ed
wards, who had left tlie Diocese to the great loss of the Guild.

Mr. A. H. Winch, Leatherhead, referred in feeling terms to the 
death o f Mr. David Jordan, o f Capel. one o f the pioneers o f change 
ringing in the early days o f the prosent revival 40 or 50 years ago.

A hearty vote o f  thanks was accorded Miss Barlow for  her service5; 
nt the organ, and in response the lady said she could not find the 
time to learn ringing, but wished to become an honorary member.

A vote o f thanks to the-R ector, proposed by Mr. Sheptiord. of 
Swindon, brought the meeting to a dose.

MEARS
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THE LATE MR. WILLIAM BANISTER.
COLLEGE Y O U TH S’ OLDEST MEMBER.

The passin" o f Mr W illiam Banister, who, as wc recorded last week, 
died at Fulham at, the advanced age of 92 years, severs tho last link 
with a great school o f ringers who were in ihcir prime between 60 anil 
70 years ago. It seems strange (hat up to within the last few weeks 
we should have had amongst us one w Ijo was ringing peals of Stedman 
Cinques well nigh three-quarters o f a century ago, yet Mr. Banister m 
the '40’s was a welcome addition to any peal band in the metropolis, 
and rang several peals on twelve bolls at tUat distant date. It. Iiiif 
always seemed lo  us a pity that lie kept no record of his peals, for 
many of his performances were memorable, he being a pioneer in the 
r in g iL " of the higher methods.

The company ut St. Mary's, W oolwich, o f which the deceased gentle
man was the ‘leading spirit, and which included his father and five 
brothers, wero among the first to ring peals in Surprise methods in 
the South of England, the band, between 1843 and 1851, scoring pealt 
(if Double Norwich, Superlative and London, while the father and si; 
sons, with a tenor man, rang peals both o f Grandsire and Stedmai 
Triples- Several of tho peals that he rang were composed .iud con
ducted by Mr. W . Banister, and on St. M ary's boll, he called the very 
first, poal o f “  real ”  Double Norwich, i.e., with bobs colled when 
the treble is behind as well as in front. This was on November 16th 
1848. Superlative Surprise was rung a little later at W oolwich, and 
then followed tho crowning triumph o f a peal o f London Surprise 
Major, the second ever rung in the method, the first having been 
achieved al Norwich just a little while before. Mr. Banister's poal—

T h e  L a t e  M r .  W . B a n is t e r .

tie composed and conducted it— was 5,600 odd, and was longer than 
tho one at Norwich.

A FAMOUS BAND.
As a member o f the College Youths Mr. Banister was very active 

among the illustrious Loudon company o f those days. Ono o f  his 
oldest, ringing friends was the late Sir. Matthew W ood and it is inter
esting to recall tho particulars of. the first peal o f Stedman Cinques 
which these two rang together. It was at St. Saviour's, Southwark, 
on Wednesday, December 19th, 1849, in 4 hrs. 9 mins.. and comprised 
5146 changes. Here are the names, and what a famous band they 
wete! W o have no doubt that that peal was a peal worth listening 
lo : John Cox troble, W illiam Cootcr 2, James Mash 3, William 
Banister 4. George Ferris 5, R obert Jameson 6, Robert Haworth 7, Mat
thew W ood 8, John Bradley 9, Edward Lansdell 10, James Dwight 11. 
EdwaH Sawyer tonor. Another of Mr. Banister's peals specially worth 
recalling is tho 7524 Stedman Cinques, rung on January 6th. i851, at 
St. Giles’, Cripplogato. This was at- the time the longest length in 
the method and ten o f the band above mentioned took part iu the 
ringing, the company being completed by H. Littlcchild and J. Austin, 
who replaced Jameson and Sawyer. It is a pity that we are unable 
lo  give particulars o f other peals, but enough has been said to show 
that, in his day, Mr. Banister was among the greatest o f our practi
cal ringers

A BE LFR Y  REFORMER.
It was a severe loss to  London ringing when Mr. Banister moved to 

Plymouth in 1865, but it proved tho greatest o f good fortune to ring
ing in Devonshire. When he reached the dockyard town, his services 
wero eagerly sought by Col. Trclawny and Col. Troyte in furthering 
(he art.. At the invitation o f  the Rural Dean ho reported upon the

condition o f the belfries in the district, and found them in a  state 
which was a disgrace to  the church authorities. There was an accumu
lation o f  the dirt and rubbish o f  years, while the ringers were so 
m ich adverse to the introduction o f any change that they in most cases 
jut all tho obstacles possible in the way o f the inspection. It was not 
unusual to find a cask in the belfry, and tbe worse the bells went, aud 
th e I- r the work, tile better the ringers seemed, to  like it, for it 
'Horded them the greater excuse for drinking the more. But thanks 
‘o  the efforts begun in those days, all this has been swept away. Mi 
Banister was closely concerned in the formation o f the Devon Guild, 
mo of the oldest o f the county ringing organisations, and by his 
ndomitable efforts, in face of difficulties and even open opposition, 
he cause o f scientific ringing was spread in the rural parishes in 

Devonshire, and his work was carried as far as Penzanco, in Cornwall.
When ho first went to Devonport there wero but six bells at the 

Dockyard Chapel, but Mr. Banister got them augmented to eight, 
trained a young band, and, within six months, they rang a peal of 
Grandsire Triples. Mr. Banister supplemented Col. Troyto '6 treatise 
on change ringing by carrying on to eight bolls tho work which had 
been written for the instruction o f  ringers on five and six bells.

In addition to his skill as a  change ringer, Mr. Banister excelled in 
tune ringing on handbells. He and his brothers had a magnificent set 
'jf over 70 bells which they themselves manufactured, and with which 
they delighted nymv audiences and benefited the funds o f many a 
worthy cause.

PUBLIC SERVIOE.
Ill public life, as we pointed out last week. Mr. Banister played his 

part, on the Council. Hie School Board, and tho Board o f Guardians, 
is  well as being a Justice of the Peace. For 30 years he served the 
public on these different bodies, only giving up active labour when he 
had passed four-score years, and left Devonport for  Pembroke. So 
highly was he esteemed that even then his colleagues on the Town 
Council kept his aldermanic seat open for him for fivo years. His 
was a long life  given to public service, both in tho employment o f 
the Government, of whom ho was a tried and trusted servant, and in 
the interests o f his fellow citizens, by whom he was respected and be
loved.

Among those ringers who knew him he was held in the highest 
esteem, but few there are to-day who. can appraise the value of h i' 
services to  the art. He was ono of the grand old men o f the Exercise, 
aud on the two last occasions that the Central Council met in London 
the members were delighted to honour him. Despite his years, he 
came among them with evident pleasure, though few, indeed, had pre
viously known him, and the Council accorded him a hearty reception 
when the late Sir Arthur Heywood introduced him.

But now, after a long and strenuous life, in which ability, integrity, 
devotion |o duty, and an ever-readiness to help others have been among 
the outstanding traits. W illiam Banister has passed away, and the last 
link with a seemingly distant age o f ringing has been snapped, hut 
with those who liad the honour o f his acquaintance, his friendship will 
ever remain a cherishod memory.

Mr. Banister's wife predeceased him somo 40 years, and he leaves n 
son and daughter to mourn their loss. It was in the devoted care of 
his daughter, Mrs. Anderson, that he spent the closing years of his 
life. His son, Mr. G. H. Banister, is a director o f Messrs. Vickers, 
Ltd., o f  Barrow-in-Furness.

FU NERAL RINGING.
Tile funeral took placc on Monday o f last week at W oolwich Ceme

tery, and the following band of College Youths, o f which society Mr. 
Banister w-as the oldest member, rang a course o f .Stedman Triple-, 
over the grave: T. H . Taff'ender 1—2, O. F. W inney 3—4, W . A. Alps 
5—6, H. R. Passmore 7—8.

On Saturday last a funeral peal was rung by College Youths at the 
Church o f St. Mary-le-Bow, Cheapside. The "  whole pull and stand "  
was rung to represent the deceased’s age, and the majestic roll o f the 
deop-toned and majestic ring was very impressive. Mr. aud Mrs. 
Anderson and other members o f the family heard Ihe riaging, anil 
personally thanked the ringers for their services and thoughtfulness. 
Mr. Anderson kindlv defrayed the expenses o f  the handbell ringers to 
the cemetery, and also the muffling fees at Bow, as well as adding a 
donation to that old and honoured institution o f  tho College Youth, 
the “  G ift Box Fund ” —a kindnoss characteristic of tho grand old man 
whoso memory had just been honoured. The ringers taking paj-t wore:
E. Horrex 1. II. R. Newton 2, II. R. Passmoro 3, H. Langdora 4, A. 
Paddon Smith (Birmingham) 5, F. K. Dawe (Guildford) 6 , A. B. Peck
7, C. F. W inney (conductor) 8, E. Brett 9, A. A. Hughes (Master) 10,
S. li. Joyco 11. S. Pottett 12.

M A N C H E S T E R  R IN G E R S  IN L O N D O N .
During the week-end, Feb. 3rd and 4th, Messrs. Harry Chapman and 

Amos Trippier, o f M anchester, paid a visit to London. On Sunday 
morning courses o f Stedman Cinques and one o f Bob Maximus wero 
rung at St. MarUn’s-in-tho-Fiolds, and after a  visit to  St. Paul’s in 
the afternoon a 504 o f Stedman Triples was rung a t St. Stephen s 
Westminster, b y : H. It. Newton 1, H . R . Passmore 2, Ben Tliorp 3.
II. S. Ellis 4. J. B. Sykes 5, S. Andrews 6 , H . Chapman (conductor) 7,
A. Trippier 8.
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K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T I O N .
A W AR M EMORIAL SUGGESTION.

A quarterly meeting o f the Lewisham District was held ai Becken
ham, when touches were rung during the afternoon, and a short ser
vicc wa* held, attended by the twenty members present, Mr. F. W . 
Richardson presiding at the orgun. and the Rev. Cunon Aruott (Hector) 
giving a short and interesting address on bells their origin and uses 
Tea followed in the Church House, after which the business meeting 
was held, Mr. W . J. Jeffries presiding. Messrs. D. Harvey and E. Mar
tin, of Erith; T . J. Knight and R. Johnson, o f Bromley and E. Alex
ander Young, A .R .I.B .A ., o f London, were elected members.

Mr. W . J. Jeffrie* (district representative) read his report of the 
Central Committee meeting, and a hearty vote o f thanks was accorded 
him. Mr. Jeffries was then olocted to represent f he district, on the W ar 
Memorial Sub-Committee, and was asked to bring forward the follow
ing, which had been carried by the meeting, v iz .: “  That two bells be 
placed >» the tower o f Canterbury Cathedral, making a peal of twelve, 
and a tablet in the Cathedral stating the reason the bells were placed in 
Ihe tower, with a list o f the ringers* name,; inscribed who fell in Ihe 
war, also the number of members who served ; thc cost o f same to he 
raised amongst the members o f  the Association.

W oolwich was chosen as the place o f thc next meeting, the last 
Saturday in. April.

A hearty vote o f thanks to thc Rector for tlie use o f tha bells and 
room and his address, to Mr. aud Mrs. W . Dennis for  preparing the 
tea, and Mrs. W . Smith for as^sting, brought the meeting to a close. 
Thc tower was again visited till 8 p.m.

C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .
The annual meeting o f the W irral Branch o f the Chester Dioccsan 

Guild was held at Oxton. The Rev. Canon Sayer conducted the ser
vices in St. Thomas's Chapel, and gave a very helpful address. About 
35 ringers and friends partook of an excellent tea, after which the 
business meeting was held. Mr. Milner, o f Liscard, was elected Presi
dent of the branch for 1917, and spoke o f the need o f ringers keeping 
together during this upheaval and filling up the gaps in their ranks. 
There aro from 25 to 30 ringers o f this branch servim* their country ' 
in her time o f need, and two have made the great sacrifice.

Mr. Brocklobank was re-elected hon. secretary and treasurer, and 
Mr. Ludken and Mr. W ilcox were re-elected ringing masters for the 
ensuing year. Mr. Ludken was also elected as representative of ihe 
branch on the general com m itlco of the Guild.

As the tower bells were not available for ringing after the meeting, 
an enjoyable concert, arranged by Mr. Peacock Smith, churchwarden 
o f Oxton, was given, tunes being played on the handbells, and songs 
given by some o f the ringers and friends.—A hearty vote o f  thanks 
was passed, on the proposition o f tho President, to  the V icar and 
churchwardens for their hospitality, and to  all other friends who had 
helped to make the concert a success.

S A L O P  A R C H ID IA C O N A L  G U IL D .
Tho annual meeting o f the Salop Arcliidiaconal Guild was held at 

Shrewsbury, tho bells o f St. Chad's being open for the occasion, aud 
touclics of Grandsire Triples and Bob Minor being rung, as well as 
rounds on the twelve for  the probationers, who included two ladies 
from St. Michael’ s. Dr. Greenwood, the Vicar, also took part. 
Owing lo  the war and the bad railway facilities, there was only a poor 
attendance of members—Shifnal, W olverhampton, Ightfield, Sir 
Michael’s and St. Chad’ s, Shrewsbury, and Longnor, being represented 
Tea was served in St. Chad's Parish Room . The meeting which fo l
lowed was presided over by the Rev. F. W . T. Greenwood, D .D ., 
Vicar.

Thc secretary, Ihe Rev. F. Tennigon, read the annual report, whicV 
was accepted and it was decided to postpone the business until the 
annual meeting in 1918, owing to  so many members having joined the 
colours.

The illuminated address, which has recently been presented to the 
Rev. H . Beckwith, late secretary, by members o f the Guild, in re
cognition o f the activo interest lie took in thc Guild when he resided 
among them, was on view.

One new honorary member, tho Rev. L. Newby, Vicar o f St. Julian’ s, 
was elected.

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .
A quarterly meeting o f the Nortb-Enstern Division o f the Essex As

sociation was h^ld at ^oggeshall on Saturday week, when ringers were 
present from Earl* Coin Bocking. Chelmsford and Felsted. The 
hells o f the Parish Church were available during thc afternoon when 
touches o f Double Norwich and Kent Treblo Bob were rnng. ’

At thc business meeting. Mr. W . E. Hawkes, o f Ravue. was elected 
an hon. member. Two ringing members were also elected from S’ble 
flcdingham ,— A letter was read from Mr. C. H . Howard, Master of (lie 
Association, stating that through pressure o f business and shortage of 
'tuff, he was sorry that he was not able to be present.— Castle Heding- 
liam was selected for next meeting, to bo held in June.— A vote of 
thanks was accorded the Vicar for the use o f tile bells, which brought 
it small but very successful meeting to a dose.

NOTICES.

W IN C H E S T E R  D IO CE SA N  G U I L D . - Winchester 
District.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Rotnst-y on 
Saturday, February 17th, 1917. The Abbey bells will be 
available from 2.30 to 5.30. Tea in Temperance Hall, 5.45. 
Members intending.-to be present will please notify by 
February 13th, to Jas. W . Elkins, Hon. Sec., 20, Culver 
Road, Winchester.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S SO C IA TIO N .— Blackburn Branch. 
— The next branch meeting will be held at Rishton on 
Saturday, February 17th, 1917. Ringing to commence al
2.30 till dusk, meeting following.— J. Watson, Brancji See.

O X F O R D  DIO CESAN  G U I L D .— East Berks and 
South Bucks Branch.— The annual meeting of the branch, 
will be held at Great Marlow, Bucks, on Saturday, 
February 17th, 1917. Ringing at 2.30 p.m. Ringers' 
service at the Parish Church at 5 o ’clock. Business 
meeting at St. Peter's Schools at 5.45.— W . H. Fussell, 
Hon. Sec., Farnburn Avenue, near Slough.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON
DON DIOCESAN GUILD OF CHANGE RINGERS.— 
South and W est District. —  The annual meeting will be 
held, by kind permission o f the Vitjar (the Rev. J. H. 
Champion McGill), at Isleworth, on Saturday, February 
17th. Ringing from 3 o ’clock. Tea, by kind invitation 
of Mrs. McGill, in the Hartlands Road Mission Hall at 5. 
Ringing afterwards until 9. The honorary secretary 
earnestly appeals for all outstanding 1916 subscriptions to 
be sent to him before the date of the meeting. —  H. C. 
Chandler, Honorary Secretary, Church Road, Heston 
Hounslow.

L A N C A S H IR E  A SSO C IA TIO N .— Bolton Branch.— 
The next meeting will be held at Leigh on Saturday, 
February 17th, 1917. Bells ready at 3 o ’clock.— Thomas
B. Worsley, Branch Sec., 19, Parkfield Road, Bolton.

R O M N E Y  M ARSH A N D  D IS T R IC T  G U IL D .— 
The next meeting of the above will be held at Stone in 
Oxney (6 bells) on Saturday, February 17th. Bells avail
able from 2 o’clock till sunset. Appledore the nearest 
station (3 miles).— H. Balcomb, Hon. Sec., The Priory, 
Appledore.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS 
(Established 1637).— Meetings will be held at the Coffee 
Pot, Warwick Lane, E .C ., 011 February 22nd for 
handbell practice, and on the 27th for general business. 
The subscription of is. 8d., which entitles members, 
who seldom attend the meetings, to vote on mat
ters of finance, should be paid before the 28th inst. — 
William T. Cockerill, Hon. Secretary, 32, Edgeley Road, 
Clapham, S.W .

ST. P E T E R 'S , SO U TH  C R O YD O N .— A practice 
meeting at this 10-bell tower will be held on Saturday, 
24th February, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. All welcome.— 
Chas. Dean, 2, Biddulph Road, S. Croydon.

L A N C A S H IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N .— Rochdale Branch. 
— The next meeting will be held at Rochdale Parish 
Church on Saturday, February 24th. Ringing from 2 
o’clock till dusk, meeting to follow.— T. K. Driver, Sec,, 
99, Hunter Street, Middleton.
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ST, M ARTIN ’S GUILD FO R TH E  DIOCESE OF 
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755).— The Annual Henry 
Johnson Commemoration Dinner will be held at Ye Olde 
Royal Hotel, Temple Row, Birmingham, on Saturday, 
February 24th next, at six o ’clock. Thc chair will be 
taken by Canon J. W . Willink, M.A., Rector of Birming
ham. Tickets free to fully qualified members whose sub
scriptions are paid up to date, to other members and 
friends 2s. 6d. each. The bells of St. Martin's (12) will 
be available from 3.30 to 5 o ’clock. —  A. Paddon Smith, 
Hon. Sec., 11, Albert Road, Handsworth, Birmingham.

W IN C H E S T E R  DIO.CESAN G U IL D .-Y ork tow n  
District.— The next quarterly meeting will be held at 
Yorktown on Saturday, March 3rd. Bells available from
3 p.m. Tea at the York Restaurant, Frimley Road, at
5.30. Ail ringing friends welcome.— G. Miles, Hon. Sec., 
Owlsmoor, Camberley.

ESSEX A SSO C IA TIO N .— North-Western Division.—  
A district meeting will be held at Harlow, St. Mary’s, on 
Saturday, March 3rd. Bells available only from 4 to 6 
p.m. Business meeting will be held at the Church Room 
at 6.15 p.m. Subscriptions for 1917 are now due.— 
William Watts, District Sec., Mont House Cottage, 
Stansted, Essex.

O X F O R D  D IO CESAN  G U IL D  (North Bucks 
Branch).— The quarterly meeting of the above branch will 
be held at Hanslope on Saturday, March 3rd. Bells (6) 
available from 2 p.m. Service 3.30 p.m., tea and meeting 
to follow.— L. Sear, Branch Sec., 69, W indsor Street, 
Bletchley.

FEAL BOOKS.— Price 3s., post free 3/6. Peals writ
ten in at 3d. per page. Prices for entering peals in Asso
ciation official peal books upon application.— J. Beams, 
West Ewell, Epsom.

H O L ID A Y  A P A R T M E N T S .
R IN G E R S  and visitors to M atlock will find every com 

fort and convenience at M rs. H . P aulson ’s, Beecb H ouse.

R .N .A .S . R IN G E R S .
At H oo, Kent, there .s at present :L baud of'rin gers, all belonging 

to tho Royal Naval Air Service. On the occasion o f  uio wedding o f 
Commander Dauo, B .N ., they rang three touches o f 360 Grandsire 
Doubles, those taking part being! 13. G. Jamieson (Gorleston), A.
i, i < ? 'uSslon, Surrey), A. W . Gravett (Brighton), conductor, A. 
Bales (Farningham, Kent), F. Skinner (Barr.es), F. Swallow (Little 
Uadham, Herts), and A . it . Blake (Merrow, Surrey).

It  is intended, providing that the band can b e 'k ep j together, ami 
with permission o f the Rev. Walters, Vicar, to attempt a peal of 
lirandsire Doubles or B ob Minor during the summer evenings.

M IS C E L L A N E O U S  P E R F O R M A N C E S .
,w J P ? M N £T O N .—Lincoln Guild.—At St. Andrew's Church, on Dee.
i n r m Si n.oon service, 672 Grandsiro Triples: M. Clark 1 F Hil- 
i ° V ’ £•. J: Holmes 3, C W ard 4, A. Dixon 5, J. H . Clark (conductor) 
O rnm W * TU?0in .W ' W o?<|s 8.—On Christmas Day, a ciuarter-peal of 
( lo r l  1 P  t 1?  (126°  cbnu« eB' containing 24 6— 7’s): M.
b to t v \ • ms ? ' J - T ' Holmo=' 3, 0 . W ard 4, A. Dixon 5, W . W oods
6, "  ■ Di cV n,s,0*̂  (conductor) 7. J . H . Clark 8. -O n  Boxing Day 874 
changes Bob M ajor: M. Clark 1, F. Hilton 2, J. T. Holmes 3, C .'W ard
d 'urforf 'R vr w T; Huum^e« t o n o  6. W . W oods 7, W . Dickinson (con- cluctor) 8. Mr. Hilton hails from  Old Leako.
0  Bn ^ K ^ EP  _ C h ^ tcr diocesan Guild, W irral B ra n ch .-
B itilP  1 W i f - u f? r ™orn“ 5 sorvico, 504 Grandsire Triples: W . Hattie 1 , H  Brocklebank 2, J. Owens 3, W . Hughes 4 H  Martin
vice 504° G rindsii^TriW i S ' Sr°®,lon. 7 ' C- 0w ct>s 8- For afternoon sor- 
tC ’ 546 Grand, ™ ^ i  ' b -v H u ph es.-O n  Christmas
3- W Huffh»s 4 TT Y ’ 11 Brock,ebank 2. J. Owens
II. Martin 7 H. E m u e b  8°  (C° mpOSer nnd « » * » c t o t )  5. J. Evans 6,

-  *• »•' W t e J A  I 1" 1' " ' ’ '■ v

Cleioellins
6 .Tames, c m . .

CHURCH BELLS SINGLY OR 
IN RINGS. 

Bell Frames in Cast Iron, Steel 
and Oak.

Bells tuned on the latest im
proved principles initiated by 

the late Canon Simpson.

CflSTUE GREEN, 
---- BRISTOL-----
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