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WHAT OF THE FUTURE ? *
A t the beginning- of a new year it is usual and, in

deed, natural to contemplate the prospect offered by 
the future, but the upheaval all around us and the un
certainty of the times in which we are living m ake a 
forecast not only impossible but alm ost futile. N o one 
can say what will happen in the world in the days ahead, 
and, therefore, in ringing m atters as in e v e ry . other 
sphere, we can only wait upon events, planning to go  
ahead as opportunity offers. This much, however, . can 
be said, that 1940 opens in conditions more encouraging 
for ringing than at one time seemed possible. When 
w ar broke out it appeared likely that ringing, for the 
time being, would come absolutely to an end and had the 
events which were anticipated materialised it is 
probable that there would have been such a collapse of 
activities that there could have been no revival until 
peace ca m e ., Happily disaster, in the sense that every
one expected, did not befall u s ; and in the Tece>yeity,:>ihat 
h a s . taken place throughout the normal activities of the 
people, ringing has held its own and the prospect of 
our art now keeping alive through the stressful days 
ahead is very bright. It is now realised that church 
bells rung for the church services and for other cus
tom ary purposes are not out of p lace ; that the public 
welcome them and the authorities do not object to them 
when used under reasonable conditions. Some evidence 
that the recovery has been really effective is to be found 
in the number of peals rung for the Christm as festival 
and, subject to a proper appreciation of the occasions 
when bells should be silent, there is no reason why peal 
ringing in moderation should not be continued.

Most associations are now finding it possible to hold 
meetings, even though, on account of the black-out, the 
hours of actual ringing are restricted. W hen the longer 
days come there will, of course, be even more scope for 
gatherings of this kind. In the meantime plans can well 
be laid for m aking the most of the summer-time meet
ings, but there ought to be something done now to add 
interest to the winter gatherings, where ringing is cur
tailed, by m aking them educational. There must be, in 
every association some members who, for instance, could 
g ive informal instructional talks on various matters con
nected with bells and the art of ringing, and a profitable 
hour or so could be provided by such talks and a subse
quent discussion.

The return of peace may yet be long delayed, but there 
seems no reason why associations should not prepare 
plans for getting quickly into their full stride at the 
first opportunity;' Indeed, it may happen, although, at 

(Continued on page 2.)
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present it seems very unlikely, that a cessation of hostili
ties m ay come in the not distant future, and if  schemes 
are prepared and kept constantly adapted to changing 
circum stances, they will be ready to be put into opera
tion on the shortest notice. In this respect we refer not 
only to the internal affairs of all the associations. There 
are larger problems which need to be dealt with, prob
lems which have been recognised but allowed to slide 
for want o f'th e  desire or the lack o f spirit to solve them. 
One such is touched upon in lighter vein in our present 
issu e; but in this article there is much food for 
thought. This w ar which we are fighting should teach 
us lessons in many directions, and one of them is 
that there is little place for rivalries which embitter feel
ing. R in gin g has not been without such sources of 
friction and in the days before us, when curtailed activi
ties in some directions g ive opportunity of thought on 
other matters, those who could and should help to mould 
the future of the Exercise  m ight well consider w hat 
changes m ight be made to wipe out the outworn and 
unproductive sources of rivalries o f the past.

TEN BELL PEALS.
LEIGH TON  B U ZZA R D , BEDFORDSH IRE.

TH E BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in I hree Hours and Twenty-Four Minutes, 

A T  THE PARISH CHURCH,
A P E A L  O F  B O B  R O Y A L ,  5000 C H A N G E S ;

Tenor 23 cwt.
F . V ic k e r s .............
J. E . A r n o l d
H . B . W h it n e y  .. . 

* V . W , C o n q u e s t
G . E. D b b e n b a m

.Treble
2

3
• 4

5

R . H . H o w so n  ..
F . J. P l d m m e r  ..  
H . V .  F r o s t ............
G . W .  D e b b n h a m  
E . A . B b l s o n

■ 9 
• Tenor

C om posed  by R e v . H . L a w  J a m e s . C onducted  by  E . A. B e l s o n .
* First peal. First peal o f R oyal by the ringers o f 1, 2, 3, 7, and 10. 

First peal os conductor.
N O R TH  STONEHAM , H AM PSH IRE.

TH E W IN CH ESTER AND PORTSM OUTH DIOCESAN GUILD. 
On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Three Hours and Eighteen Minutes;

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . N ic o l a s ,
A PEAL. O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  B O B  R O Y A L ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;  

T en or g cw t. 26 lb.
'A l ic e  M . S c o t t ........................ Treble

R e g in a l d  A , R e e d , R .F .A .  2
L e o n a r d  K n o t t  ................. 3

f W l L L I A M  C . S h u t e ...............  4
E r n e s t  J. A y l if f h  ................  5

C om posed by J. R e e v e s .

E r n e s t  J. M o n d a y  ................. 6
G e o r g e  W il l ia m s  ................. 7
W il l ia m  E . C h e a t e r .............. 8
L e s l ie  A . T r h m b e r  ................  9
H a r o l d  P  R e e d ........................Tenor

C onducted by G e o r g e  W il l ia m s .
*  First peal o f Royal a t first attem pt, t  F irst peal o f Treble Bob 

Royal.

EIGHT BELL PEALS.
HEPTON STALL, Y O R K SH IR E .

TH E Y O R K SH IR E  ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, December 23, 1939, in Three Hours and Four Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t , T h o m a s - a - B e c k e t ,
A PEAL OF SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5024 CHANCES; 

T en or 18  cw t. 1  qr. 3 lb . in E .
T h o m a s  B . K e n d a l l  Treble
H a r r y  D a v is o n   ......................... 2
M iss  M a r y  W h it e  ................  3
K e n n e t h  S im p s o n  . . .  . . .  4

A l f r e d  S m it h  ..........................  5
H e r b e r t  D a v e n p o r t   6
G e o r g e  R o b in s o n  ................  7
L e s l ie  W . G . M o r r is  ...Tenor

C om posed  by  G . L in d o f f . C onducted  by L e s l ie  W . G . M o r r is .
Specially arranged and rung as an 80th birthday compliment to Mr. 

Joseph Broadley, o f Bradford.

A M PTH ILL, BEDS.— A t the Church o f St. Andrew on Sunday, 
November 26th, a quarter-peal o f Doubles, being 780 o f Grandsire and 
480 o f Plain Bob : W . Foreman 1, A. 0 . Sinfield 2, S. Daniels 3, R . J. 
Sharp 4, C. E. Jeffries (conductor) 5, K . Garrett 6 . R ung for even
song.
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GU ILDFORD, SU RREY.
TH E GU ILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Three Hours and Fourteen Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  C h d r c h  o f  t h e  H o l y  T r i n i t y ,

A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;  
P it s t o w ’ s T r a n s p o s it io n  o f  T h d r s t a n s ’ F o Or - p a r t . 

T en or 23  cw t. 3 qr. 8 lb . in D .
W il l ia m  J . R o bin son  ...Treble
C h a r l e s  H a z k l d e n   2
H e n r y  H o t t o n ..........................  3
C . E r n e s t  S m it h  ................  4

• W il l ia m  F . J. C o p e .............  5
■(Do n a l d  E . B r is t o w .............  6

A l f r e d  H . P o l l i n g .............  7
W il l ia m  T . B e e s o n .............. Tenor

C onducted  by A l f r e d  H . P o l l i n g .
* F irst peal o f Triples in the method, t  First peal in the method. 

Specially arranged for Leading Aircraftsm an Donald Bristow, who was 
home 011 leave.

PIN N ER , M IDDLESEX.
THE M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AN D LONDON 

DIOCESAN GU ILD.
On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Three Hours and Ten Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h o r c h  o f  S t . J o h n - t h e - B a p t i s t ,
A PEAL OF SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANCES; 

T en or i g f  cwt.
L e o n a r d  L o c k  ....................Treble Ja m e s  E . D a v is
W il l ia m  G . W h it e h e a d  . . .  2
W il l ia m  R . M a d g w ic k  . . .  3
H a r o l d  G . C a s b m o r e  . . .  4

C om posed  by  H . D a in s .

ILKESTON,

• 5
. 6 
■ 7
.Tenor

E d w in  J e n n i n g s ............
E r n e s t  C . S. T o r n e r  
C e c il  C. M a y n e  . . .  .

C onducted  by H . G . C a s h m o r e  .

DE RB YSH IR E.
TH E M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Three Hours and J wo Minutes, 
A t t h e  C h o r c h  o f  S t . M a r y ,

A PEAL OF OXFORD AND KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 
5120 CHANCES;

I l k e s t o n  A r r a n g e m e n t .
• W il l ia m  D a w s o n   Treble
' C h a r l e s  H o t c h in s o n  . . .  2 
( -W il l ia m  H . J. K in g  . . .  3

H a r r y  H a r r is o n  ................  4
C om posed  by  E d . C. G o b e y .

T enor 1 7  cw t. 9 lb.
W il l ia m  L a n c a s t e r   5
J ack  B a i l e y .................................  6
E d w a r d  C . G o b e y  ................  7
E d w a r d .F . G o b e y   Tenor

C onducted  by  E d . F . G o b e y .
*  F irst peal o f Combined Oxford and Kent Treble B ob. Rung in 

honour o f the 38th wedding anniversary o f Mr. and Mrs. C. Hutchin
son and the 21st anniversary o f the wedding o f Mr. and Mrs. W illiam 
Lancaster.

CRAYFORD, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY" ASSOCIATION.

On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Two Hours and Forty-Tw o Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t . P a d l in d s ,

A P E A L  O F  BOB M A J O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S |
T en or 1 2 }  cw t.

T h o s . G r o o m b r id g e , s e n . Treble 
D e r e k  M . S h a r p  . . .  . . .  2 
E r n e s t  H . O x e n h a m  . . .  3

' F r e d e r ic k  G . G r o o m b r id g e  4

R ic h a r d  L e e  ........................ Treble
G e o r g e  M a r t i n ..........................  2
K a t h l e e n  E . F l e t c h e r  . . .  3
F r e d e r ic k  G . B ig g s ...................  4

C om posed  by  G . L i n d o f f .
*  First peal in the method.

SIX BELL PEALS.
ST. ALBANS, HERTS.

THE H ERTFO RD  COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, December 23, 1939, in Two Hours and F ifty  Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t . S t e p h e n ,
A P E A L  O F  BOB M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Seven different callings with all 5-6’s at backstroke. Tenor 15 cwt.
G . W . D e b e n h a m  (St. Peters)4 
R e g . E w e r  (S t. Stephens) 5 

(H . V . F r o st  (St, Peters) ...Tenor

"K. J. Jo n e s  (C athedral) ...Treble 
A . B . H a l s e y  (S t . M ichaels) 2 
R . B e d f o r d  (St. Stephens) 3

C onducted  by  H a r o l d  V . F r o s t .
* First peal o f Minor, f  50tli peal.

G REAT BROM LEY, ESSEX.
TH E ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, December 23, 1939, in Three Hours,
A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t . G e o r g e ,

A P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Consisting o f an extent each of Cambridge Surprise, Court Bob, Double 
Court, St. Clement’s, Plain Bob, Kent Treble Bob and Oxford Treble 
Bob. Tenor 15 cwt. in  E.
A l b e r t  C . H a l e s  
V io l e t  A . F r o st  
D a is y  M , A n d r e w s

( N o r m a n  H . M a k in  ................  5
G e o f f r e y  V .  M u r p h y  . . .  6
Ja m e s  B e n n e t t   . . .  7
T h o s . G r o o m b r id g e , j d n . Tenor 

C om posed  by J. G e o r g e . C onducted  by T h o m a s  G r o o m b r id g e , jd n  
A .R .P . sentry duty: Edwin Barnett. *  First peal in the method 011 

tower bells. 1’ F irst peal o f M ajor. A  silver wedding peal for  the 
conductor.

H UGH ENDEN, BUCKS.
TH E  O X FO R D  DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Two Hours and F ifty-F ive Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h d r c b  o f  S t . M ic h a e l ,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5024 CHANCES; 
Tenor 12£ cwt.

R o la n d  B i g g s ........................ 5
H a r r y  Jo n e s  ..........................  6
P e r c y  N e w t o n  . . .    7
H a r r y  W in g r o v e   Tenor

C onducted  b y  H a r r y  W in g r o v e .

CHICHESTER.— A t the Cathedral on Sunday, December 3rd, for 
m orning service, a quarter-peal o f Grandsire Triples (1,260 changes): 
T. A. Doick 1, W . Falconer 2, L. Atfield 3, H . J. Tucker (conductor) 4, 
A. E. Holden 5, L . Stilwell 6, H . Stoveld 7, A . J. Doick 8. Rung 
for the 40th anniversary o f Mr. H . J. Tucker’s 100th peal.

...Treble A l a n  R . A n d r e w s  ............  4

. . .  2 L e s l ie  W r i g h t ....................... 5

. . .  3 R a l p h  B i r d .................................. Tenor
C onducted  by R a l p h  B i r d .

A birthday compliment to Pte. A. O. Hales, o f the 5th Essex Regt.
MOLD, FLIN TSH IR E.

T H E  N O R TH  W ALES ASSOCIATION.
On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Two Hours and Forty Minutes,

AT t h e  P a r is h  C h u r c h .
A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S IR E  D O U B L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;  

Forty-two six-scores.
. . .  4
— 5
...Tenor

J. S, M e t c a l f  ........................Treble *S . W il l ia m s
* L . G r if f it h s  ..........................  2 E , P . E v a n s
"H . E d w a r d s  . . .  . . .  . . .  3 J. H . Jo n e s .. .

C onducted  by J. S.. M e t c a l f .
*  First peal. First peal as conductor.

CAPENH URST, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Two Hours and Forty-Five Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  H o lt  T r in it y ,

A P E A L  O F  S U R P R IS E  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;  
Comprising one extent each of Surfleet, Beverley, York, Durham
London, W ells and Cambridge
R o b e r t  S p e r r in g   Treble
L e s t e r  L . G r a y ........................ 2
R a l p h  G . E d w a r d s  ................  3

— 4
. . .  5
...Tenor

Tenor 11 cwt. 3 qr. 15 lb. in G 
G e o r g e  R .  N e w t o n  
P e r c y  S w in d l b y ...,
F r a n k  V a r t y  

C onducted by F r a n k  V a r t y ,

PRESTON, LANCS.
TH E  LAN CASH IRE ASSOCIATION.

( P r e s t o n  B r a n c h .)
On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Three Hours,

A t  t h e  P a r is h  C h d r c h  o f  S t . J o h n ,
A P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Being 720 o f Oxford Single Bob and two 720’ s each o f Plain Bob,
Oxford Treble Bob and Kent Treble Bob. Tenor 9 owt.

Jo h n  Jackson  ..........................  4
W . K e n n e t h  M a r t i n , R .A .F .  5
C y r il  C r o s s t h w a i t e .............. Ichor
G r o s s t h w a it e .

'A l e c  D i m m o c k ........................Treble
• H a r r y  C l a r k e .................... . 2

E . R o g e r  M a r t in  ............... 3
C onducted by C 

*  First attem pt for a peal.
CUCKNEY, NOTTS.

THE N O R TH  NOTTS ASSOCIATION.
On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Two Hours and Forty-Five Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t. M a r y ,
A P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Being two 720’s of Double Bob, one 720 each of K ent and Oxford 
Treble Bob and three 720’ s of Plain Bob.

W il l ia m  D i c k e n s o n  Treble
G e o r g e  E . F o s t e r  ................  2
F r e d e r ic k  F l in t  ................  3

H a r o l d  D e n m a n . . .  ................  4
H e r b e r t  T . R oo k e  ................  5
J o e  R e a d e r ..........................  ...Tenor

C onducted  by H . T . R o o k e .
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ASH BRITTLE, TAXJNTON, SOMERSET.
TH E B ATH  A N D  W ELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Two Hours and F ifty-F ive Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h o r c h  o f  S t . Jo h n ,

A P E A L  O F BOB M IN O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Seven 720’ s. Tenor 10 cwt.
W il l ia m  C . N e w b e r r y  ...Treble
S t a n l e y  B r is t o w  ................  2
F r e d  A l d e r m a n ..........................  3

W a l t e r  S t e v e n s  .............. 4
C l a c d b  W . J. T a r r  .............. 5
C y r il  J. S t e v e n s ........................Tenor

C onducted  by  C l a u d e  W . J. T a r r .
F irst peal of. Minor for all exceipt the conductor. F irst peal o f 

M inor as conductor. First peal o f Minor on the bells. Arranged as a 
compliment to Mr. James H unt on his retirement from  the Mastership 
o f the Taunton Deanery Branch.

W ARBLETO N , SUSSEX.
TH E SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Two Hours and F ifty Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h o r c h  o f  S t . M a r y ,

A P E A L  O F  D O U B L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Being 12 six-Bcores o f Plain Bob (four callings) and 15 twelve-scores of 
Qrandsire (M orris’ and Pitm an’s Arrangements). Tenor 10| cwt.

fW lL L IA M  A . KlTCHENSIDE 4
F r a n k  H , H icks ................. 5

•F r e d e r ic k  B a k e r   Tenor

• M iss C . M o r ib l  O r l e b a r  Treble
• W il f r e d  B o o t h  ................  2
•Be r t  S t a n d o n ..........................  3

C onducted by W . A, K it c h e n s id e .
*  First peal in two methods, t  100th peal.

SUTTON COURTENAY, BERKSH IRE.
T H E  O X FO R D  DIOCESAN GU ILD.

On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Three Hours and Seven Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,

A P E A L  O F  S U R P R I S E  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;  
Comprising a 720 each o f York, Durham, Beverley, Surfleet, Nether- 
eeale, Norwich and Cambridge. Tenor 17 cwt.
•G e o r g e  A y r e s ........................ Treble

M a r ie  R . C ro ss ................  2
F r a n c is  E . T a y l o r   3

* R e v . M a l c o l m  C . M e l v il l e  4 
R e v . C . E l l io t  W ig g  . . .  5 
A l a n  R . P in k  ........................Tenor

Conducted by A la n  R .  P in k .
*  First peal in seven Surprise methods. F irst peal o f Surprise 

Minor on the bells.
TH ORIN GTON , ESSEX.

TH E  ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Two Hours and F ifty  Minutes,

A t  t h e  P a r is h  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M a r y  M a g d a l e n e ,
A P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Consisting o f an extent each o f Ipswich, Norwich and Cambridge 
Surprise, Oxford Treble Bob, D ouble Court, Court Bob and Plain Bob. 

Tenor 9 cwt. 22 lb. in . G.
W il l ia m  J. N e v a r d   Treble
D a is y  M . A n d r e w s  ................. 2
A la n  R . A n d r e w s  ................  3

A l b e r t  C . H a l e s   ............... 4
H a r r y  J . M il l a t t  ................  5
G e o r g e  A . A n d r e w s . . .  '...Tenor

C onducted  by A l a n  R . A n d r e w s . 
W ATH -ON-DEARNE, YO RK S.

TH E Y O R K SH IR E  ASSOCIATION.
(B a r n s l e y  a n d  D is t r ic t  S o c ie t y .)

On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Two Hours and Fifty-Seven Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,

A P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  6040 C H A N G E S ;
Being 720 each o f Plain Bob, St. Clement’ s, Childwall, College Exer
cise, Oxford, Kent and Cambridge Surprise. Tenor 13 cwt.

P e t e r  W o o d w a r d   Treble E r n e s t  B r o o k e s ..........................  4
• S id n e y  B r i g g s .......................  2

C l if f o r d  R o b in s o n   3
A r t h u r  G il l  ........................ 5
D a n ie l  S m it h  ........................Tenor

C onducted b y  D . S m it h .
* First peal in  seven methods. R ung as a thanksgiving peal for 

Mr. A. Panther, who is now at home progressing favourably after 
several serious operations.

HANDBELL PEALS.
BURTON-ON-STATH ER, LINCS.

THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN; GUILD.
(N o r t h e r n  B r a n c h .)

On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Two Hours and Five Minutes,
A t  T r e n t w o o d ,

A P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S |
Seven extents in 50 methods -

1. Capel, Sandal, London Scholars’ Pleasure, Kingston, Ocldey, Duke 
o f N orfolk, College Exercise, N orbury, Oxford Treble Bob, Caris- 
brooke, W ath, Donottar and  P ontefract Delight.

2. Hereward, Double Court, Oxford Bob and Court Bob.
3. Iver, Buxton Alliance and L ittle Bob.
4. Finchley, Ellacombe Alliance and Crayford Little Court.
5. Fulmer, W alsingham, Lammas, Olney Alliance and Little Bob.
6 . Chalfont, Cromer, Steventon, Tibenham Alliance and Crayford 

Libt-le Court.
7. W indermere, Frodsham, Killarney, Horsmonden, Ennerdale, Cum

berland, Lytham, Thelwall, London Bob, Double Oxford W aver- 
tree, Childwall, College, St. Clement’ s, Canterbury Pleasure, 
Fulbeck, Reverse Bob, Double Bob and Plain Bob.

Tenor size 14J, in  C 6harp.
M r s . J. B r a y  .......................  1-2 | G e o r g e  E .  F e i r n  .............. 3-4

J ack  B r a y  .................................  5 -6
Conducted by  G e o r g e  E . F e i r n ,

There were 138 changes o f method. The greatest number of methods 
yet rung in seven extents ‘ in hand.’

LINCOLN.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

(N o r t h e r n  B r a n c h .)
Ok Friday, December 29, 1939, in Two Hours and Fourteen Minutes,

A t  9 5 , S in c il  B a n k ,
A PEAL OF SPLICED ORIGINAL, REVERSE, DOUBLE, CAINSB0R0UCH,  

LITTLE AND PLAIN BOB MAJOR, 5040 CHANCES ;
Tenor size 15 in C.

'P .  M ic h a e l  F r e e m a n  . . .  1-2 I Jo h n  F r e e m a n  ........................ 5 -6
Ja c k  L . M il l h o u s e  . . .  3-4 | ‘ K e n n e t h  S. B . C r o f t  . . .  7-8

C om posed  by G e o r g e  E . F e ir n . C onducted  by  Jo h n  F r e e m a n .
* First peal o f Spliced M ajor. First peal in six M ajor methods ‘ in 

hand ’ by all the band. Each course was rung with one lead each 
of the methods as given above, and there were 377 changes o f method.

A  P H O T O G R A P H IC  FA K E .
H OW  A PRESSM AN CAPTURED N E W  Y EA R  ‘ ATM OSPH ERE.’ 

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,— W hile ringing was in progress for m orning service at St. 

M artin’ s-in-the-Fields on December 31st, a Press photographer entered 
the belfry, accompanied by two soldiers.

W hen the ringing was finished and the bells lowered, the cam era
man proceeded to pose the soldiers as ringers and took their photo
graph holding ropes.

On being asked for what purpose the pictures were required, he said 
it was to illustrate New Year celebrations in the Press—the London 
dailies.

Neither o f the soldiers had ever been in a belfry before and the 
ringers present had considerable difficulty in persuading them to 
remove their hats, which the pressman wanted retained ‘ for added 
effect.’

It was stated that the name o f the church would not be published, 
but if any ringer should see such a  picture in any paper he will 
know just liow much truth there is m  whatever caption may be 
underneath it. G. W . STEERE.

O R D IN A TIO N  O F A  FO R M E R  B O U R N E M O U TH  RINGER.
In the list o f Advent ordinations in the Manchester Diocese the 

name o f Fred Frankland R igby appears. Mr. R igby returns to his 
native Lancashire after having spent some years in the South o f Eng
land as a member o f the Bournemouth St. P eter’ s band. H e was 
originally captain o f the W esthoughton (Lancashire) company, and is 
a  member o f the Lancashire Association, the W inchester and Ports
m outh Diocesan Guild, the Salisbury Guild and the Ancient Society 
of College Youths. H is address is now 100, Hall Road, Smallsliaw, 
Ashton -11 r  der-I.y n e.

TO W E R  c l o c k s  j .  b . JOYCE & CO. LTD.
W eight D r iven  o r  E le c t r i c  b y  the W H I T ^ H I  T D f ' H  ^  i  ■ g~\
W O R L D ’ S  O L D E S T  M A K E R S  WHl rCtlUKCn, SALOP

E stablished  O ver 3 0 0  Y ea rs We have experts visiting all parts of the British Isles, and shall be
__ _ ^    „ pleased to carry out restorations or give reports regarding
I L L U S T R A T E D  A R T  C A T A L O G U E  O N  R E Q U E S T  any make of Tower Clock
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A GREAT HANDBELL PERFORMANCE.
F IF T Y  M ETHODS IN  A  PEAL OF M INOR.

There -was a wonderful perform ance on handbells at Burton-on- 
Stather, Lines, on Boxing Day. Mr. and Mrs. Jack Bray and Mr. 
George Feirn rang a peal o f M inor in fifty m ethods; easily, o f course, 
the greatest number o f m ethods yet rung in seven true extents on 
handbells. This trio, it  w ill be remembered, are members of the six- 
bell band that hold the t.ower-bell record, of 104 methods o f Minor, 
and their latest achievem ent is no less remarkable.

The peal included both plain and Treble B ob m ethods and was 
called by Mr. Feirn from  the middle pair. In  the first 72.0 there were 
no fewer than 13 Treble Bob methods, and in the last 720 there were 
actually 19 plain methods. A ltogether there were 138 changes of 
method. I t  makes the average ringer dizzy even to think o f it.

Another excellent Lincolnshire perform ance is also recorded this 
week. A Lincoln company on Friday rang a peal in six Spliced Plain 
methods, and it was the more notable from  the fa ct that the ringer 
o f 1-2, Michael Freeman, is only 14 years o f age, and the ringer o f the 
tenors, Kenneth Croft, is only 17.

Each course o f the peal consisted o f Original, Reverse, Double, 
Gainsborough, Little and Plain Bob M ajor, and, as a  result, there 
were 377 changes o f method.

CHRISTM AS PEALS.
A silver wedding peal was rung at Crayford, Kent, on Boxing Day, 

it  being the 25th anniversary o f the marriage o f Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
Groombridge, jun. Mr. Groom bridge called the peal and a  hearty 
welcome was extended to his father, Mr. T . Groombridge, sen., who 
m ade his first attem pt for a peal since his accident last August. I t  
should be,noted that while the peal was in progress Mr. Edwin Barnett 
did A .R .P . sentry duty.

A  peal o f M inor in seven methods was rung on the front six o f the 
ten bells a t  Preston, Lancs, on Boxing Day. Kenneth M artin, o f the 
R .A .F ., took part and the band would like to associate with the peal 
the name o f Kenneth Hall, a m ember o f Penwortham  company, now 
serving in the Royal Navy.

The first peal o f M inor on the bells at Ashbrittle, Taunton, was 
rung on Boxing D ay. I t  was specially arranged by M r. S. Bristow 
as a compliment to Mr. James H unt upon his retirem ent from  the 
M astership of the Taunton Deanery Branch o f the Bath and Wells 
Diocesan Association after 21 years’ service.

A peal in seven Surprise M inor methods was rung at Sutton 
Courtenay, near Oxford, on Boxing Day. The tenor bell at this tower 
has had a huge hole torn in the centre o f the crown at some time, 
and a plate has been screwed across it, the bolts coming through on

the very edge o f what is le ft  o f the crown. T he damage, we are 
told, does not seem to have affected either the tone or go of the bell.

Mr. W illiam  A. Kitchenside, who lias done good work for ringing 
on the Kent and Sussex border, scored his lOOtli peal 011 Boxing Day, 
when he called a 5,040 o f Doubles a t W arbleton.

FO U R ST. ALBANS TOW ERS.
There are four towers with rings o f bells in the city o f St. Albans, 

and on the Saturday before Christmas a band representing them all 
rang a  peal o f B ob Minor at St. Stephen’s. It  was Mr. Harold Frost's 
50th peal, and he and Mr. G. W . Debenham (who represented St. 
P eter’s) have now rung a peal in each of the towers.

Mr. W illiam  C. Shute rang his first peal o f Treble Bob R oyal on 
Boxing Day a t N orth Stoneliam, Hants, and has thus scored peals 
o f  Treble Bob from  M inor to Maximus.

The first peal on the ten bells o f All Saints’ Church, Leighton 
Buzzard, since they were rehung in 1937 was rung 011 Boxing Day. 
I t  was a 5,000 o f Plain Bob Royal and was called by the Luton district 
secretary, Mr. E. A. Belson, at his first attem pt. The peal was of 
great value to the local ringers, as they all scored their first peal of 
R oyal and one his first peal. The inclusion in the band o f Messrs. 
G. W . Debenham, G. E. Debenham and H. V . Frost, o f  St. Albans, 
greatly strengthened the team, and the local men were all eager to 
show their appreciation to the visitors for  such a  fine perform ance. 
The striking was o f a high standard throughout, and the perform ance 
was a credit to the conductor and his band.

COM PLIM ENT TO V ETERAN  Y O R K SH IR E RIN G ER .
A peal at Heptonstall, Yorkshire, 011 Saturday, December 23rd, was 

arranged specially as an 80th birthday compliment to Mr. Joseph 
Broadley, o f Bradford. Mr. Broadley reached his 80th birthday in 
October, but H itler upset all the plans to honour it  at the appropriate 
time. However, like other recent events, this peal perform ance shows 
that the German menace is being overcome, and the glorious tones o f 
the splendid bells, situated high in  the heart o f the Pennines, seemed 
to echo a challenge to all strife and aggression.

Mr. Joe Broadley, who has made the bells and belfry at Bradford 
Cathedral his special care, joined the Yorkshire Association in 1879— 
four years after its form ation by  the late Jasper W . Snowdon, and 
has rung 402 peals under its auspices, the highest individual total. 
Although M r. Broadley lias done little peal ringing o f late years, he 
is still m ore than 70 peals ahead o f his runner-up. W e accord him 
our sincere congratulations and greetings, and trust that he may long 
be spared among us.

The band would like, through the columns o f ‘ The Ringing W orld ,’ 
to express their thanks and appreciation to the Vicar, churchwardens 
and local ringers for  their kindness in granting permission to make 
the attempt, and also for making the necessary ‘ black-out ’ arrange
ments

John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH.

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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MEARS & 
8TAINBANK,

Foundry  
E stablish ed  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

( 12  th year 
of reign o f 
E lizabeth ).

IBellfounders 8t 
33 e 11 Hanger s,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

T eleph one B ish o p sga te  8 8 4 9

SH ER B OR NE AB BEY RECAST TENOR.
48 cw t. 0 qr. 5 lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for 

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E L L S
in sets of any number.

B E L F R Y  GOSSIP.
Mr. Edwin H . Lewis, who, we are pleased to find, has been able to 

leave Glasgow for his Scottish home after his recent attack of influenza, 
inform s us that the 720 o f Stedman Minor, m entioned in his letter o f 
last week, was rung on December 18th, 1905, at St. M ichael’s, Garston, 
Lancs.

A Sheffield correspondent writes : The * Mad Band ’ returns compli
ments and offers all good wishes to Pay-S.-Lieut. C. Glenn, R .N .V .R ., 
w ith a fervent desire that we m ay m eet again in the future.

 ̂Greetings to their English fellow ringers have been received by the 
Editor from  Mr. A. A. Savage, o f M elbourne, Australia, M r. A . R . 
W ilson and Mr. A. Pedder, o f H obart, Tasmania.

On January 1st, 1733, ‘ some select Oxford ringers ’ rang Christ 
Church bells for a wager. ‘ The wager was that they could not ring 
the five thousand and forty  quater or cater changes on them. They 
were to have six tryals, and if on the sixth tryal they did not do jt, 
they were to lose.’

It  was the first peal ever rung in Oxford. In  the previous year 
Annable and a band o f the College Youths had visited the .city, but 
had been defeated by faulty hanging and rotten ropes.

The Sherwood Youths, with W . D. Crofts, rang 8,064 changes of 
Grandsire Caters at St. M ary’ s, Nottingham , on January 1st, 1776.

On the same date in 1793 James Barham rang his 100th peal, one ol 
Bob M ajor, at Leeds in Kent. Two years later, in 1795, the village 
band at Soham in Cambridgeshire scored one o f the first peals of 
D ouble Norwich Court Bob M ajor to be rung outside Norwich.

On January 2nd, 1909, the first peal o f Double Oxford Bob Royal 
ever achieved was rung at W ednesbury, and on the same date five 
years earlier the ‘ John ’ peal o f London Surprise M ajor was rung at 
St. Stephen’s, Rochester Row.

A lfred W . Grimes died on January 5th, 1917, at a comparatively 
early age. His record o f 250 peals rung in two consecutive years has 
never been beaten and probably will stand for m any years.

On January 6th, 1851, the College Youths rang 7,524 changes o f 
Stedman Cinques at St. Giles’ , Cripplegate.

The first twelve-bell peal outside London, Grandsire Cinques, was 
rung at Cirencester on January 7th, 1767.

H enry Johnson died at Aston on January 7th, 1890, fu ll o f years 
and honour. H is is one o f the great names in the history o f the 
Exercise.

The first peal o f Oxford Treble Bob Caters was rung at St. M artin’s, 
Birmingham, on January 7th, 1817. Treble Bob on odd numbers is, 
o f course, a  freak m ethod, as every bell has to lie still four blows 
behind, and a t a bob eight blows.

B ELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

T H E  M E S S A G E  O F  T H E  B E L L S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I  thought the following two verses o f Longfellow m ight
be a stimulus to ringers at this present time o f Christmas in war :__

And in despair I  bowed m y head :
‘ There is no peace on earth,’ I  said;

‘ For hate is strong 
And mocks the song 

O f “ Peace on earth, goodw ill to m en.” ’
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep;
‘ God is not dead, nor doth he sleep:

The W rong shall fail,
The R ight prevail 

W ith peace on earth, goodwill to m en.’
A. TROTM AN.

C E N T E N A R IE S  IN T H E  Y E A R  1 9 4 0 -
The year that is opening will contain no centenaries or bicentenaries 

o f any particular interest in the history o f change ringing. _ About 
300 years ago what is practically the same thing as our Plain Bob 
Doubles was first rung, and so 1940 may be the tercentenary o f the 
real beginning o f modern change rin g in g ; but the date is only an 
approxim ate one.

A century later in 1740 the art was full grown and peal ringing in 
our m odern style had been in use for nearly 20 years; but that 
particular year was rather a lean one. Five peals were rung by 
London men belonging to two societies, the College Youths and the 
Eastern Scholars. O f them only one was o f any particular interest— 
the first peal o f Double Bob Maximus, • rung by the College Youths 
at St. Saviour’ s, Southwark, on M arch 24th. Benjam in Annable was 
the conductor.

The record o f only one peal rung in the provinces during the year 
seems to have survived. This was Union Triples on Septem ber 21st 
at St. Laurence’s, Reading, by  the local band.

The year 1840 was also rather a lean one. In London ringing had 
been declining for some time, and in that year the College Youths 
rang only two peals. Grandsire Triples and Treble B ob M ajor. The 
Cumberland? rang 5,079 changes o f Stedman .Caters at St. Mary-le-Bow 
on March 17th. There was a good band at Norwich, but they had 
already achieved all their best perform ances except the long peal o f 
Stedman Cinques in 1844. Birmingham, too, had many excellent 
ringers, but generally throughout the country the A rt and the Exercise 
were reaching the lowest point in their history.
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CHURCH BELLS OF LONDON.
S T . G I L E S ’ , C R IP P L E G A T E .

B y  J .  A k m ig e r  T r o l l o p e .
Saint G iles’ , Cripplegate, is one of the finest and most 

interesting of the London churches. Built in 1545 to re
place an older building, it just escaped the fire of 1666, 
and, as narrowly, a great conflagration which destroyed 
Jew in  Crescent in the opening years of the present cen
tury. The style— Perpendicular Gothic— is in marked 
contrast to that of the m ajority of the city churches and 
gives a good idea of what most of the larger ones were 
like before they were rebuilt by S ir Christopher W ren.

The church is closely associated with several great

ST. G I L E S ’ , C R I P P L E G A T E ' .
[From  a photo by F. F. DaWd.

men. H ere, though the exact spot is unknown, lids 
John Milton. Here, too, are buried John Foxe , the 
author of the Book of M artyrs, and M artin Frobisher, 
the fam ous explorer. H ere Oliver Cromwell w as mar
ried, and here Lancelot Andrewes w as vicar from 1588 to 
1605.

The tower contained bells from early times and the in
ventory made in the reign of K in g  Edw ard V I . returns 
‘ fyve belles greate and sm all.’

In 1580 W illiam  Lam b left fifteen pounds for the bells 
and the church chimes, and in 1648 an inventory shows

that there were then 1 in the belfry six  b igge and lesser 
bells, and a saunce b ell.’

F ive  years later E llis K night, of Reading, recast the 
tenor, the cost being as follows:-—•

Paid to  Mr. Knight for casting the great bell ........... 22 7 8
Paid for  the bond and covenant between the Parish and

the Bellfounder ........................................................................  1 0
Paid for hire o f 4 horses fo r  4 ’ c’wardens, etc................  2 11 0
Expended at same tim e on journey backwards and

forwards   3 15 2
In 1665 twenty-seven pounds w as paid to Christopher 

Hodson for recasting some of the bells at his foundry at 
S t. M ary, C ray, in Kent, and in 1668 two were added to 
complete the octave at the expense of a M r. P iggott, who 
paid £ 2 0  for the new bells and £ 2 0  for the fram e.

In 1682 the brick top w as added to the steeple, a new 
clock and chimes installed, and several bells recast. In 
1683 the ‘ sixth b iggest bell ’ w as ordered to be recast 
and made tuneable, in peal.

H odson’s forem an, W illiam  W ightm an, and his 
brother, Philip, set up a foundry in the parish and the 
following extracts from the accounts show that they were 
employed on the bells:-—

1685. The great bell to be recast forthwith and to ring in peal 
tunable to answer the other bells, and that Mr. W ightm an do 
receive the sum o f £30, little more or less, being the remainder 
due to him.

1686. That the fifth bell be now forthwith new cast by Mr. 
W ightm an, and be m ade a  good bell to ring tunable in peal to 
answer the others, and he to have the same rate as form erly he 
had for  the o th er ; and the same M r. W . did promise at the same 
tim e to cast and make a  new Great Bell, comm only called the 
Tenor, to ring tunable in peal, to answer and cover all the other 
bells and le ft  to his discretion the weight o f each so that they 
both perform  as above exprest.

August, 1686. That the Great bell, commonly called the Tenor, 
be forthwith taken down before which time Mr. W hitem an shall 
have a week’ s tim e to consider whether he will bring or cause to 
be brought into our steeple the great new bell, commonly called 
the tenor; i f  not then the committee o f Gentlemen o f the Vestry 
to  treat and agree with another bellfounder for a new tenor.

In 1688 the steeple keeper w as paid ^74 a year, which 
seems a not ungenerous amount, considering the then 
purchasing power of money, unless his duties included 
other things besides looking after the bells.

B y  1726 the ring had been increased to ten. In 
A ugust, 1742, it w as ordered that the bells should be re
hung at a cost o f £ 9  10 s ., and a contract w as made to 
supply ropes and keep the bells in proper order (barring 
stock and wheel).

In Ju ly , 1753, an estim ate from Joseph E ayre , of St. 
N eots, amounting to ^745 for repairs w as accepted and 
the w ork ordered to be done within four months.

March 30th, 1772. I t  being represented to the Vestry that the 
eighth bell in the steeple is broken, it  was ordered that there be 
provided a new set o f ten bells at the expense o f the Parish and 
that Messrs. Pack and Chapman, bellfounders, be employed in 
casting the same, the sum of £200  being raised by annuities to 
wards defraying the expense.

P ack  and Chapm an’s estim ate w as to recast and make 
a complete new peal of ten bells and recast the Sain t’ s 
bell for the sum of ^7315 1 1 s .

In 1783 John W arner, the founder of the well known 
firm of engineers and bell founders, w as churchwarden, 
and under his direction the tenor w as recast by Robert 
P atrick, and the third and eighth retuned. W arn er’s 
name appears on the recast bell as ‘ contractor.’

In 1792 the treble w as recast and two new bells added, 
to make a ring o f twelve, by John Briant, of Hertford.

The tenor, as cast by P ack  and Chapman, weighed 36 
cwt. 1 qr. 24 lbs., and the ring bore the rhymed couplets 
which are usually found on bells cast at W hitechapel in 
the middle of the eighteenth century. The present sixth 

(Continued on next page.)
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CHRISTMAS BELLS.
SOME QUARTER-PEALS.

Throughout the country, despite the war-time conditions, the bells 
were rung for divine service both on Christmas Eve and on Christmas 
Day. Owing to the black-out there was not so much ringing for mid
night and early service as usual, but numerous reports of touches have 
reached us, am ong them the following quarter-peals of Grandsire 
Triples rung 011 Christmas E ve:—

St. M ichael’ s, Great Tew, Oxon.— J. M orley 1, B. M orley 2, L. 
Larner 3, D. Harris 4, V . R . Hitchm an 5, L. Clifton 6, R . Lafliii 
(conductor) 7, C. Shelton 8 .

All Saints’ , Benhilton, Surrey.— A. Clayton 1, J . H . Pink 2, F.
Randall 3, P. W oodiss 4, G. Chiverton 5, E. G. T albot 6, W . C. Smith
(conductor) 7, R. Freeman 8.

St. M ary’s, Usk, M onmouth.— G. J . Thomas 1, A. Hawkins 2, G.
Knight 3, E. W . Luff 4, L . Jones 5, S. A . G. Kear 6 , D . C. Cliff (con
ductor) 7, N . Sweet 8 .

All Saints’ , M artock, Somerset.—H . B. P errott 1, A. E. W orner 2,
F. Strickland 3, F. Farrant (conductor) 4, T . Gale 5, A. Dyer b, 
W . Gould 7, J. Jetten 8 . Electric light has recently been installed in 
this belfry, and the ringers wish to thank an anonymous donor.

Touches o f Grandsire Triples were rung 011 Christmas Eve and 
Christmas D ay a t  Chiddingfold, conducted by A. J. Bartlett.

On Christmas Day the following quarter-peals, etc., were run g:—
Lincoln Cathedral, 1,323 Stedman Cinques : Mrs. L . L . Neal (first 

quarter-peal o f Cinques) 1, G. Flintham 2, K . S. B. C roft 3, T . Pyle 4, 
J. A. Freeman (conductor) 5, J. Freeman 6, L . Snell 7, S. H. Chester 
8, G. M. Mayer 9, H . Lowman 10, J . L . Millhouse 11, A . H. A. 
M arcon 12.

St. Helen’ s, Darley Dale, 1,260 Oxford Bob Triples : D. Scott 1, K. 
Allsop 2, B. Allsop 3, H . Gregory 4, H . Taylor 5, Ron Allsop 6 , G. H . 
Paulson 7, E. Paulson 8 . Miss K . Devaney took part at the early 
service ringing.

Glemsford, Suffolk.—A t the Parish Church for m orning service, 
720 W oodbine Treble Bob M inor : G. N. Ives 1, G. W . Bloomfield 2,
E. W . Ambrose 3, T . E. Slater 4, S. Honeyball 5, A. Catterwell (con
ductor) 6.

St. Denys’ , Northm oor, Oxon, 1,260 Grandsire Doubles : F . Trinder 
1, C. Bowsher 2, P . Trinder 3, V . Clifton 4, H . Farmer (conductor) 5, 
A. Townsend 6 . The first quarter-peal on the bells rung for service 
by a local band.

Burnham, Bucks, 1,232 Little Bob M ajor for the 6 a.m. celebration: 
M. A. Blarney, R .A .F . 1, C. A. Burgess 2, P . A. Blarney 3, Miss S. M.
S. Fleming 4, G. W . Limmer 5, B. O’Neill 6, .1. E. Taylor 7, G. 
Gilbert (conductor) 8. 1,260 Grandsire Triples for 10 a.m. matins :
W . Gowing 1, C. A. Burgess 2, P . A. Blarney 3, Miss S. M. S. Fleming 
(first of Grandsire) 4, G. W . Limmer 5, M. A. Blarney 6, B. O ’Neill 7. 
J. E. Taylor 8.

Cheltenham.— The Parish Church ringers assisted the Charlton Kings 
band in a couple o f touches o f Stedman Triples for  their morning 
service, which, conveniently, began at 9.45. The Charlton Kings band 
returned the compliment by giving the Cheltenham band a  helping 
hand for  their service, which began at 1 1  a.m ., when a touch o f 
936 Grandsire Caters was brought round b y : M. Bridgeman 1. A. 
Humphris 2, G. Simmonds 3, S. H ayw ard 4, W . H unt 5, W . Dyer 
(conductor) 6. F. Price (late o f Lym e Regis) 7, A. W . Handoll 8. L. 
W illiams 9, F . Simmonds 10.

ST. G ILE S’ , CRIPPLEGATE.
(Continued from  previous page.) 

has, ‘ Y e  people all who hear me ring- be faithful to your 
God and k in g .’ The seventh, ‘ W hile thus we join in 
chearfull sound may love and loyalty abound.’ The 
tenth, ‘ In wedlock bands all ye who join with hands your 
hearts unite, so shall our tuneful tongues combine to laud 
the nuptial rite .’ And the eleventh, ‘ Y e  ringers all that 
prize your health and happiness be sober merry w ise and 
you’ ll the same p o ssess.’

In the early years there w as a good deal of paid ring
ing in all the city churches. Much of it w as for royal 
birthdays and anniversaries such as the Coronation D ay. 
During the time of the Commonwealth that sort of ring
ing ceased, but the bells were still rung to celebrate civic 
and political events. The fee paid w as then five shillings. 
This sum w as paid when Oliver Cromwell, the Lord 
Protector of the Realm , dined in the C ity, when peace 
w as made between England and France, and when in 
1659 ‘ the secluded members were voted in ,’ which w as 
the preliminary step towards the restoration of K in g  
Charles II.

(To be continued.)

OUR 1,500th NUMBER.
R I N G E R S ’ A P P R E C IA T IO N .

M any congratulations have come to us upon reaching 
the 1,500th number of ‘ The R in gin g W o rld .’ It is 
g ra tify in g  to know that our efforts through this long 
period have met with the appreciation of ringers. Am ong 
the letters that have reached us have been the following 
from old ringers who have seen the rise and fall of 
several ringing newspapers.

IN V A LU A B LE  TO TH E EXERCISE.
To the Editor.

D e a r . Sir,— May I, in the first place, heartily congratulate you on 
the issue o f the fifteen hundredth number o f 1 The Ringing W orld  ’ ? 
And I  think also that we ringers should congratulate ourselves on the 
fa ct that we have, for so long, had such a man as yourself in our 
ranks, able and willing to devote such a lo t  o f skill and energy in 
the production o f such an invaluable aid to our Exercise.

Your leader every week must certainly have inspired very many 
ringers to a better appreciation o f our Exercise, all o f them having 
been entirely unbiassed and fair and of a nature tending to raise the 
standard of thought and action in regard to everything appertaining 
to the Exercise.

I  subscribed to ‘ The Bell News ’ for m any years, and also to all 
the other attem pts a t a ringer’s paper which came later on—some of 
which were, certainly, good attempts, bu t ‘ The Ringing W orld ,' 
whether looked a t from  a journalistic or from  purely a ringers’ point 
o f view, at once soared far above any previous attem pt, and has, 
week after week, continued to give us ringers food  for thought and, 
when necessary, fair and considered criticism. I think, sir, that there 
is no doubt whatever that your efforts have ‘ fostered th e  interest of 
ringers and raised the standard o f ringing.’

I t  is a pity that your remarks with regard to ringers giving their 
fu ll support to ‘ The Ringing W orld  ’ during the crisis we are now 
passing through cannot be got to the eyes and ears o f the offenders 
in this respect. Unfortunately, in ‘ The Ringing W orld  ’ pages you 
are preaching only to the converted.

W henever and under whatever circumstances there is no ‘ Ringing 
W orld  ’ published, as we have so long known it, it  will, I  am sure, 
constitute an incalculable disaster to  our Exercise.

M ay you, sir, be long spared to continue your good efforts is the 
wish o f—

R O BERT W H ITT IN G T O N  AND H IS W IFE.
Cranleigh, Surrey.

A  R IN G IN G  P A PE R  SINCE 1871.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,— Please allow me to congratulate you on reaching the 
1,500th number o f ‘ The Ringing W orld .’ N o other ringing paper has 
reached that number yet, except, qf course, ‘ The Bell N ews.’

I t  m ay be o f interest to you to know that Samuel Slater, my father, 
and I  have taken a paper devoted to bells and ringing a  long time. 
I still have the first one, dated January 1st, 1871. My father and 
I have taken over a thousand copies each o f ‘ Church Bells,’ ‘ Bell 
News ’ and ‘ The Ringing W orld. I  took the latter two for some 
time. I  wish you every success for the future.

Mr. Trollope’s accounts o f the bells o f London churches are very 
interesting, and I, for one, have been interested in them.

I think it is a p ity he om itted to mention the long peal o f Kent 
Treble Bob M ajor the College Youths rang at Christ Church, Spital- 
fields, in March, 1870. I t  contained 8,448 changes, the extent with 
the tenors together, and was rung by the same men who rang the 
long peal at Bethnal Green in 1868. I t  took 5 hours 36 minutes, 
was conducted by Henry W . Haley, and John Murray Hayes rang the 
tenor. In ‘ Bells L ife ,’ a  lengthy description o f the perform ance is 
given, and it tells o f some o f the difficulties under which the peal was 
rung. I t  was no doubt a great perform ance.

W ith  best wishes for 1940.
T. E. SLATER.

Glemsford, Suffolk.

A  BO XIN G  D A Y  E XC U R SIO N .
A party from  Cheltenham m ade good use o f Boxing D ay morning 

by visiting the nearby churches o f Prestbury and Charlton Kings. 
The bells o f Prestbury were set in m otion at 10 a.m . with touches 
o f Grandsire and .Stedman Triples. During intervals the young Prest
bury learners were given some good practice.

Thanks are due to the three Misses Richardson for  obtaining per
mission to use the bells. These young ladies, daughters o f the late 
Rev, H . S. T . Richardson, hail from  somewhere in Kent (late of 
H ereford) and are staying at Prestbury for ‘ the duration.’ They are 
instilling some enthusiasm into the ringing at this tower and the 
struggling young band there will benefit considerably.

The party afterwards proceeded to Charlton Kings and enjoyed 
m ore than an hour’ s ringing 011 this excellent eight.
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DURHAM & NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION.

W AR -TIM E ARRANGEM ENTS.
A  m eeting in lieu o f the annual meeting o f the Durham and New

castle Diocesan Association, which should have been held in Durham 
in September, was held at the Crown H otel, Newcastle, on Saturday, 
December 16th. A  small but nevertheless representative attendance 
o f 30 Avas to some extent disappointing, but, considering the difficulties 
presented by the black-out and curtailment ot travelling facilities, 
perhaps it  should be regarded as satisfactory. Apologies for absence 
were received from  Messrs. W . Story, J. Anderson, G. S. Taylor and 
R. S. Gowland.

Arising out o f the minutes, it was revealed that the bells o f St. 
M ary, Gateshead, appeared to be quite satisfactory after rehanging, 
although only limited opportunities for ringing had so far been 
available.

In his annual report, the hon. secretary (Mr. R . Park) appealed to 
all members who were not called away to do their utm ost to keep 
interest in the association alive, even though unforeseen difficulties 
m ight be encountered, and to keep him inform ed o f all relevant m at
ters, especially o f the names o f members called to the colours, so that 
on the cessation o f hostilities a complete racord would be available.

The Rt. Revs. A. T . P . W illiams and Leslie Owen, who had been 
appointed to the Bishoprics o f Durham and Jarrow respectively, had 
both consented to becom e patrons and support the efforts o f the 
association. Dr. Hensley Henson, who for a number o f years was 
Bishop o f Durham, had retired during the year, and the sentiments 
o f the members had been suitably expressed and acknowledged.

Death had removed Mr. John Foreman, Mr. Jackson Pallister and 
Mr. S. O. Ferry. The last named will not be known to the present 
generation, but his name will long ‘ be remembered as the pioneer of 
the Sunday service ringing scheme, which has been in use by the 
association for upwards o f 40 years.

In  his statement, the hon. treasurer (M r. W . N. Park) said that 
there was a balance in hand o f £66  19s. Id ., which was slightly less 
than last year, and he appealed to members not to let the payment 
of subscriptions lapse during the war.

FU TU RE A CTIVITIE S.
Discussion took place on the conduct of the activities o f the associa

tion in war time, and it was decided that the arranging o f meetings 
and practices should be le ft in the hands o f the district officers, who 
•would be m ore in touch with local conditions. I t  was revealed that 
some towers were suffering from  stringent local regulations owing to 
their close proxim ity to the East Coast, but efforts would be made to 
have the regulations relaxed a little i f  possible.

I t  was thought best that the com petitive aspect o f the Sunday 
service ringing scheme should be suspended owing to the fact that 
com petition could not be equitable due to depleted bands and re
stricted ringing.

It  was agreed that the paym ent o f subscriptions by members serving 
with H .M . Forces should be waived during the war.

A n annual report will be printed covering the year 1938-39, but no 
such report will be printed during the w ar; a composite report will 
be issued when practicable.

Mr. W . N. Park raised a point which m ay be o f interest to mem- 
bers o f the Exercise. H e said that in the event o f peal ringing be
coming possible there m ight be men stationed in the area, engaged 
in war work, who would be desirous of taking part in peals, and it 
would hardly be fair to ask them to pay a life  membership fee. On 
the other hand, association members m ight be in other districts and 
be asked to pay a  life membership fee should they take part in peals. 
H e thought a general ruling on the matter for  the benefit o f all 
ringers would be welcomed.

The President (Mr. M. D. Oubridge) referred to the passing o f the 
immediate past president o f the association, the late Councillor Arthur 
Payne, 0.33.E., J .P ., and Mr. C. L. Routledge added his tribute, 
saying that he had known Mr. Payne for a number o f years and he 
had done valuable work for  the association in various capacities. The 
members stood in silence as a mark o f respect.

In presenting the peal report, Mr. Routledge said that the number 
of peals rung during the year was 22 , which was less than last year, 
but perhaps more than it  would be possible to ring fo r  some tim e to 
come.^ T he oustanding perform ance, he said, w aj without doubt the 
peal _ in seven Surprise Minor methods rung by members o f the 
Darlington H oly Trinity band on handbells, and he congratulated 
Mr. G. W . Park on the perform ance.

Mr. R obert Falconer, o f Gosforth, who has supported the associa
tion for a number o f  years, was elected an honorary life  member.

BELL ROPES
M ADE FROM  IT A LIA N  HEM P, OR IT A LIA N  F L A X . 
SOFT AN D PLIA B L E  IN  H AN D. A L L  ROPES SENT 

C ARRIAG E P A ID  AND ON A PPRO V AL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID M A XO N . ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM

BROWN’S DREAM.
A  V IS IO N  O F  T H E  F U T U R E .
What might be done in London.

The morning o f Boxing Day was line, with a seasonable crispness 
in the air, when I  m et Brown early, to cycle to a small village m  
Buck nigh am shire, where we had been invited to stand in a peal 
attem pt. On the way he remarked casually that he supposed the 
peal would be for  the Middlesex Association, as he was not a  member 
o f any other and could not afford another subscription just for the 
chance o f a peal.

As the tower was in Buckinghamshire, the peal m ight have been 
rung for the Oxford Guild, but that was unlikely with a baud of 
Londoners. So I  thought carefully about the remainder o f the band. 
Two of them were College Youths and two were Cumberlaiids, so the 
peal could not be rung lor either of those societies. O f the other
two in the band, one was a member o f the London County Associa
tion and one o f the Surrey Association. Fortunately three o f these 
six had a t some time or other been elected members of the Middlesex 
Association, so as I  was a Middlesex man everything would be all 
right if  the other three could be persuaded to join.

Brown then remarked how strange it  was that this dilemma should 
arise that day, as he had had a very vivid dream the night before. 
H e had been on duty at an air raid warden’s post, and whether 
the cause o f his dreaming was Christmas pudding, made from  a war
time recipe, or was an excess o f the ringers’ favourite beverage, or 
was merely the hard bench on which he fell asleep, I  do not know.
But this is the tale he told me.

H e had been idling turning the pages of a pile o f ‘ Ringing W orlds ’ 
when his eye was caught by an account of the annual meeting, in 
St. P aul’s Cathedral, o f the Greater London Association o f Change 
Ringers. That was so strange that he turned to the date o f the 
paper—Decem ber, 1989. His interest was by now thoroughly aroused 
and he looked eagerly at the other papers in the pile. There he 
noticed accounts and notices relating to various branches of this 
Greater London Association. There were the St. Paul’ s Branch, the 
St. M artin’s Branch, the Southwark Branch and the Eastern, W estern 
and Northern Branches, and the leading members o f each branch 
bore names he remem bered as young members o f the College Youths, 
the Cuimbeilands and the London territorial associations. And he saw 
that peals were credited to the Greater London Association, and where 
all the ringers belonged to the same branch, its name appeared as a 
sub-title. And he saw that the bells o f all the churches in the Greater 
London area were rung regularly, though not yet all o f them every 
Sunday. This was m anaged by a rota involving ringers from  other 
towers and branches in the area. And ill his dream examples occurred 
to him o f other cases where, to avoid chaos, or waste o f effort or 
inertia, centralisation and co-ordination had been adopted— the M etro
politan Police; the London Passenger Transport B oard ; the London 
and H om e Counties Traffic Advisory Com m ittee; the London and Home 
Counties Joint Electricity A uthority ; the P ort o f London A uthority ; 
the Thames Conservancy B oard ; the Greater London Regional P lan
ning Committee and, in the wars o f 1914- and 1939 when the need for 
co-ordination was essential, the control of the fire brigades in the 
London region under the Chief Officer o f the London Fire Brigade.

A nd he heard bells ringing out from  towers that had been silent 
for many years. And he dreamed that a t last what thoughtful mem
bers o f the London societies had hoped and worked for l'or years had 
come to pass, and those bells he could hear were rung by members 
of one large association who were helping each other in serving their 
Church, while still retaining their form er identities and traditions in 
their separate branches. And he was glad, for with such an organisa
tion, meetings could never again be spoilt by being arranged at 
adjoining' towers on the same day. He could still hear the bells, 
but they seemed to change their tone and become harsh and insistent 
and all o f the same note— and he woke up and fe lt for the telephone.

B y the time Brown had finished his tale we had reached the tower 
and proceeded to elect three not very willing members o f the M iddle
sex Association before starting for the peal. U nfortunately this was 
lost in the last course— the band had never really settled down into 
the com plete harmony between individuals that is necessary before a 
good peal can be rung. I  fe lt relieved that it  did not fall tp me to 
collect the new members’ subscriptions.

P .S .—I think I must have been dreaming also, as it is not yet 
Boxing Day and peal attempts in war time are few and far between.

P .S .S .— It  may be that some will call this experience a nightmare 
rather than a dream— but here is a hard fact which would seem to 
show that all is not well with ringing in the Metropolis. On a fine 
Sunday morning, December 10th, 1939, between 9.40 and 10.20 a.m., I 
cycled nine miles from  W estm inster through the western suburbs and 
did not hear a church bell o f any description until I  reached the 
tower that was my destination. W . G. W .

SA T U R D A Y  PRA CTICES.
Arrangements for Saturday afternoon combined practices during the 

first quarter o f 1940, in towers situated in the south-eastern part of 
the G uildford District o f the Guildford Diocesan Guild, are as follows : 
January 6th, Bramley, 6 hells; January 20th, Cranleigh, 8 bells; 
February 3rd, W onersh, 6 hells; February 17th, Ewhurst, 8 bells; 
March 2nd, Bram ley; March 16th, Cranleigh; March 30th, W onersh; 
April 6th, Ewhurst; all from  3 to 5 p.m.
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NOTICES.
D E V O N S H IR E  G U IL D .— N orth-East Branch.— The 

annual meeting will be held at Tiverton on Saturday, 
Jan u ary  6th. Bells (8) 2 p.m . T im e of service and tea 
will be announced at m eeting.— R . H arris, P ark , Silver- 
ton, near Exeter.

LO N D O N  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  A N D  N O R T H  
S O U T H W A R K  D IO C E S A N  G U I L D .— R inging St., 
Clement D anes, Strand, Saturday, Jan u ary  6th, 2.30 p.m., 
followed by quarterly meeting, also Sunday, Jan uary 7th, 
at 10  a .m .— T . W . Taffender, Hon. Sec.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Burton 
D istrict.— The annual district meeting will be held at 
Measham on Saturday, Jan uary  6th. Bells (8) avail
able at 2.45 p.m. until 7.30  p.m. Business important. 
It is hoped to arrange tea or light refreshment in Church 
Room at 4.45 p.m. H earty invitations to all. F re 
quent bus service from Birm ingham , Tam w orth and 
N ottingham .— J .  W . Cotton, O verseal, Burton-on-Trent.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  A N D  L O N 
DON D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— North and E ast D istrict.—  
A meeting will be held at St. M atthew ’s, Mount Pleasant 
Lane, Upper Clapton, on Saturday, Jan uary 6th. Bells 
at 2.30  p.m. and also after business meeting. Tea at 5 
p.m. Handbells will be available.— T . J .  Lock, Hon. 
Dis. Sec., 57, H olloways Lane, North Mimms, Hatfield, 
H erts.

B R IG H T O N .— The next practice meeting will be held 
at the Church of the Good Shepherd at 3 p.m . on Satur
day, Jan . 6th. Future arrangem ents will be announced 
later.— S . E . Arm strong, Plon. Gen. Sec ., Sussex  County 
Association.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  D IO C E SA N  
G U IL D .— W inchester D istrict. ■— The annual district 
meeting will be held at W inchester on Saturday, Jan . 
6th. Service at the Cathedral at 3 p.m ., to be followed 
by business meeting and tea, at St. M aurice’s H all. The 
Cathedral and St. M aurice’s Church bells will be avail
able from 1.45  to 3 p.m .— W . G. Goodchild, Hon. D is. 
Sec ., 139 , Stanm ore Lane, W inchester.

S A L IS B U R Y  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Devizes Branch. 
The annual meeting will be held at St. Joh n ’s, D evizes, on 
Jan uary 6th. Service at 5 p.m. T ea  and meeting to 
follow .— W . C. W est, 584, Sem ington Road, M elksham. 
Phone 297.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Rochdale Branch. 
— The next meeting will be held at Newhey on Saturday, 
Jan . 6th. A  good attendance requested. —  J .  H ay, 
Branch Sec.

S T . M A R T IN ’S G U IL D  F O R  T H E  D IO C E S E  O F 
B IR M IN G H A M .— The annual meeting will be held on 
Saturday, Ja n . 6th. R in gin g at St. M artin ’s Parish 
Church from 5 to 6 p.m . Business meeting at 6.15 
prompt at the Tam w orth Arm s, Moor Street, B irm ing
ham .— T . H. Reeves, Hon. Sec ., 136, Newton Road, 
Sparkhill, Birm ingham  11.

N O R T H  S T A F F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  A 
meeting will be held at N ewcastle-under-Lym e on Satu r
day, Ja n . 6th. Bells (10) available from  2 .30  p.m. 
Annual dinner Feb. 3rd .— Andrew Thompson, Hon. Sec.

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N . 
— A quarterly meeting will be held at LO N G  A SH T O N  
on Saturday, Ja n . 6th. Bells available 2 p.m . Service
4.30  p.m . T ea and meeting 5 p.m. Further ring
ing after the m eeting.— J .  T . D yke, Hon. Sec ., Chil- 
compton.

E A S T  G R IN S T E A D  A N D  D IS T R IC T  G U IL D . —  
Ju st to remind you that we meet to-morrow (Jan. 6th) 
at S t. P eter ’s, Tunbridge W ells. R in g in g  from 3 
o ’clock to after black-out. T ea  by kind invitation. Did 
you send that p .c .?— C. A . B assett, A ssist. Sec.

A N C IE N T  S O C IE T Y  O F C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S . —  
The next meeting will be held at headquarters, The 
Coffee Pot, on Tuesday, Ja n . 9th, at 7 p.m. —  A . B . 
Peck, Hon. Sec., 1 , Eversfield Road, Reigate.

L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Northern Branch. 
— The annual meeting of the Lincoln D istrict will be held 
on Saturday, Ja n . 13th , at W ashingborough. Bells (8, 
tenor 14  cwt.) available from 2 to 4.30  p.m ., short ser
vice to follow. Tea at moderate charge to those who 
inform me by W ednesday, Ja n . 10th. —  Kenneth W . 
M ayer, Hon. D is. Sec ., 3 1 ,  V ine Street, Lincoln.

S A L IS B U R Y  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D . —  Dorchester 
Branch. —  The annual meeting will be held at D or
chester on Saturday, Ja n . 13th . Bells at Charminster 
and Fordington available from 3 p.m ., S t. P eter ’s 
from 4. Service in S t. Peter’ s Church at 4.30. T ea  in 
the Moule Institute, adjoining Fordington Church, at
3 .30. Business meeting to follow. P lease notify by 
Tuesday, Ja n . gth, how many we m ay expect.— C. H. 
Jennings, Hon. Sec ., 3, Sunnyside Road, W yke R eg is , 
W eym outh.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Hinckley 
D istrict.— The district annual m eeting will be held at 
Sapcote on Saturday, Ja n . 13th . R in gin g during the 
afternoon p.nd eveningj. N am es for tea to M r. C . 
Brown, Sharnford Road, Sapcote, early as possible, 
please.— W . A. W ood, D is. Sec.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Preston Branch.—  
The next meeting will be held at Chorley Parish  Church 
on Saturday, Ja n . 13th. Bells available from 2 .30. A 
good attendance is requested.— F . R ig b y, Hon. Sec., 8, 
Carrington Road, Chorley.

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N . 
— From e and Midsomer Branch. —• The annual meeting 
will be held at Midsomer Norton (8 bells) on Saturday, 
Ja n . 13th. Bells available 2.30. Service 3.45. Tea 
and meeting to follow .— E . PI. N ash, The Talbot, Mells.

L A N C A S P IIR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Fylde Branch.— A 
meeting will be held at Bispham  on Saturday, Jan . 13th. 
Bells ready at 3 p .m .; business meeting 5 p.m .— C. S . 
Sharpies, Branch Sec.

q .  &  f .  c o p e  &  c o . ,  N o t t i n g h a m '
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

ESTIM ATES SUBM ITTED FOR NEW CLOCKS, CHIME ADDITIONS, REPAIRS 
OR REPAINTING OF DIALS.
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G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  A S S O C IA T IO N .—  
Swindon Branch. —  Monthly meeting at Stratton St. 
M argaret, on Saturday, Ja n . 13th . Bells (8) from 2.30 
to 5 p .m .— W . B . K ynaston, 37, V icarage Road, Sw in
don, W ilts.

B A R N S L E Y  A N D  D IS T R IC T  S O C IE T Y .— The 
annual general meeting will be held at St. M ary ’s, B arn s
ley, on Saturday, Jan . 13th . Bells (8) available 2.30  to 
5 p.m . T ea in Rectory Room s, Huddersfield Road, 5 .15  
p .m ., followed by business meeting. Those requiring 
teas must notify me not later than Thursday, Ja n . n th . 
All are welcome.— D. Sm ith, Hon. Sec ., Rock C ottages, 
Shafton, near B arnsley.

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Northern D ivision. —  A 
practice will be held at Sible Hedingham  on Saturday, 
Ja n . 13th , 2 .30  p.m . sharp.— H ilda G. Snowden, Hon. 
Dis Sec.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Daven- 
try Branch.-—T h e annual meeting will be held at Daven- 
try (8) on Saturday, Ja n . 13th . U sual arrangem ents. 
Kindly notify me for tea by W ednesday, Ja n . 3rd.-—W .
C . Moore, 5, W illiam s Terrace, D aventry, Northants.

C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  _ G U IL D . —  Macclesfield 
Branch. —  The annual meeting will be held at Christ 
Church, M acclesfield, on Saturday, Ja n . 13th . Bells (8) 
available from 3 p.m . Service 4.30  p.m . T ea 5 p.m. 
M eeting to follow. A  line from intending visitors would 
be appreciated.— Ja c k  Tippen, 8, Arlington D rive, off 
Iv y  R oad, Macclesfield.

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  D IO C E S A N  A S S O 
C IA T IO N .— Cheltenham Branch.— The annual meeting 
will be held at Cheltenham on Saturday, Ja n . 13th. 
Parish  Church bells (12) available from 2 p.m . till black
out. Short business meeting at 3 .30  in the ringing 
cham ber.— W alter Yeend, Hon. Branch Sec.

S T . W Q O L O S ’ C A T H E D R A L , N E W P O R T , M O N. 
— Combined practice will be held on Ja n . 13th  from 3 to 
4.45 p.m . V isitors welcomed.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D . —  North Bucks 
Branch.— N ew port Pagnell Deanery.-—A  meeting will be 
held at Emberton on Saturday, Ja n . 13th . Service 3.30. 
Learners and beginners invited. —  R ev . J .  F . Amies, 
Ravenstone V icarage , Olney, Bucks.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  D IO C E SA N  
G U IL D . —  Annual meeting of Southampton D istrict at 
St. M ary ’s, Southampton, on Saturday, Ja n . 13th . Bells
1.3 0  to 4.30. T ea  at 5 p.m . only for those who notify by 
Ja n . n t h .— G . Pullinger, 17 , Stoke P ark  R oad, Bishop- 
stoke, H ants.

B E D F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Bigglesw ade 
D istrict.— The annual meeting will be held at B ig g les
w ade on Saturday, Ja n . 13th . Bells (8) available at 3 
p.m . T ea if possible to arrange. All ringers welcome. 
P lease come. A  good company is requested. —  C. J .  
Ball, 25, Tem psford R oad, Sandy.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— W ig an  Branch.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, Ja n . 13th , at 
St. Ja m e s ’ Church, Poolstock. Ringing- from 2.30  p.m. 
— S . Forshaw , 55, Poolstock, W igan .

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A SS O C IA T IO N . —  Derby 
D istrict.— The annual general meeting will be held at St. 
Andrew ’s, Derby, on Saturday, Jan . 13th . R inging 
from 2 p.m . to 4 p.m . only. Business meeting for the 
election o f officers will be held in the belfry. A ll ringers 
welcome.— W m . Lancaster, Local Hon. Sec., 83, Albert 
Road, Chaddesden.

S O C IE T Y  O F  R O Y A L  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H S . 
— The annual general meeting will be held at St. M ar- 
tin ’s-in-the-Fields on Jan uary  20th, at 4 .30 p.m ., in the 
V estry H all. Bells available from 2.30  p.m. to 4 p.m. 
O wing to the present conditions no arrangem ents can be 
made for tea at this m eeting.— G. W . Steere, Hon. Sec., 
46, Milton Avenue, Sutton, Surrey.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— W ellin g
borough B ran ch .— The annual meeting will be held (D .V .) 
at Irthlingborough on Saturday, Jan uary 20th. Service in 
church at 4 p.m . T ea, at 1/- each, in the Co-operative 
H all. Im portant : D on ’ t forget to let me know you are 
coming. —  A . B ig ley , 30, Allen Road, Irthlingborough, 
W ellingborough.

S H R O P S H IR E  A SS O C IA T IO N . —  Annual meeting 
Ja n . 20th. Business meeting in S t. Chad’s belfry at 3 
p.m . prompt. Service, S t. Aiden’s Chapel, 5 .30  p.m. 
T ea  6 p.m. St. C had’ s bells (12) available 2 .30  p.m. to 
3 p.m . and 4 to 5 .30  p.m ., subject to w ar restrictions. 
Handbells otherwise and after tea. N am es for tea to 
W . A . Farm er, 14, Sw an Hill, Shrewsbury.

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Guildford D is
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at Guild
ford on Saturday, Ja n . 20th. Holy Trinity bells (8) 
available 3 to 4 p.m ., St. N icolas’ (10) 3 to 4.30  p.m. and 
during evening. Service at St. N ico las’ 4 .30 p.m . Tea 
and business meeting at A yers ’ H all. Those requiring- 
tea must notify me not later than Thursday, Ja n . 18th .—  
W . F . J .  Cope, 26, Curling V ale , Onslow V illage, Guild
ford.

N O R T H  S T A F F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— The 
third annual dinner will be held at the George Hotel, 
Burslem , Stoke-on-Trent, on Saturday, Feb . 3rd, at 6 
p.m. T ickets, 4s. each, may be obtained with remit
tance from  Andrew Thompson (Hon. Secretary), 55, 
W hitehouse Road, Cross Heath, N ewcastle, Staffs, until 
Jan . 18th. R in gin g arrangem ents later.

L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Grim sby District. 
— O w ing to the black-out it has been considered advis
able to postpone the annual meeting until lighter even
ings. It is hoped that the usual meetings will be 
possible during the summer months.— FI. M ingay, Hon. 
D is. Sec.

T H A N K S .— W ill all those ringers, both in Sussex and 
beyond w ho have sent their good wishes and g ifts  on the 
occasion of my m arriage please accept most gratefu l 
thanks? —  S . E . A rm strong, 2 1 ,  Kenm ure Avenue, 
Brighton 6.

C H A N G E  O F  A D D R E S S .— The address of M r. E . J .  
T ay lor is now c/o  National Provincial Bank, Ltd ., 15 , 
M arket Street, Bradford, Y orks.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
b y  E. S. and M. POW ELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from  the first handling 
o f  a bell to the ringing and conducting o f  peals o f  Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain B ob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection o f Compositions included.
P r ic e :—  Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2  / 9  
(6 copies for  1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 04 pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for  6 / - ) .
O b tain a b le  o n ly  p o s t  fr e e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V lo a ra g e , n ear D a ven try ,
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The Central Council Publications
TO BE O B T A IN E D  POST FREE.

From the Hon. Librarian.
Mr. W . H. J. HOOTON, Homofield, Bilton Grange, n w r  Rugby.

i . d.
COLLECTION OF P E A L S -S ection  I. (Odd-Bell Treble

Dominated Method*) ..................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS— Section II . (Plain B ob and

Double Oxford B o b ) ..................................................    9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section i n .  (Double Norwich) ... 9
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collection* 
COLLECTION OF P LA IN  M AJOR AN D OATER METHODS

(Out o f Print)
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..................................  1 O
MODEL RULES FOR A LOCAL COM PANY ........... (Out o f P rin y
REPO RT OF CONFERENCE W IT H  S .P .A .B .................................. 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN  THE CARE AN D USB OF

Be l l s  H
ON THE PRESERVATIO N  O F ’ b ELLs "  (Out o f Print)
M ETHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ... 3

Cambridge Surprise M ajor ...................  2
Double Norwich and Cam bridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise M ajor ........................... 2

H IN TS TO IN STRU CTORS AND BEGINNERS ...................  2
V A RIATIO N  AN D TRANSPOSITION   ... 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AN D  M INOR M ETHODS (New

Edition) ..................................................................................................  2  0

The Jasper Snowdon Series
R E V ISE D  PRICES.

* RO PE-SIG H T,‘  Is. lO d .; ninth ed ition ; ISO pages; treat* Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

1 G R A N D SIR E ,* 2s. lO d .; second ed ition ; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

’ STAN D AR D  M ETH ODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDM AN,’ 2s. lOd.— N OW  R E A D Y . An entirely new book by 

J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions fo r  ringing and conducting the method 

on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.
' TREBLE BO B ,’ Is. lO d .; second edition* with appendix ; 100 pages.
1 SU R PR ISE  M ETH ODS,’ 2s. lOd. A  book by the late Rev, C. D. P. 

Davies, M .A ., F .R .A .S . Contains a tabulated list o f  peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt o f  postal order, from

Miss Margaret E. SNOWDON, Cartmel, Lancs

P U B L IC A T IO N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AN D TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or Bs. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB M INOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE M INOR AND M AJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7 Jd. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

BELL ROPES I FLAGS A N D
BEST QUALITY LOWEST PRICES I B U N TIN G

HERBERT J. GRAY, LTD.
( Incorporating JOSHUA 0. OLOOO $ CO.)

Rope and Flag W o rk s  -  EXETER, DEVON

ALFRED B0WELL,
S r r  IPSWICH

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON - STRETCHING

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) L t d .
C H U R C H  B B L L  R O P B  M A N U F A C T U R E R S

LOUGHBOROUGH
B S T , 1 8 2 0  P R IC E  L IS T  O F
T B L , 2 4 0 0  ~  T H E  S O L E  M A K B R S

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M ATS AND BELL M UFFLERS

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

C orrectly M odelled BELL INKSTAND in  Solid  Silver

D iam eter ‘2)in  2}in, 3iin . 3iin . 4in . 4iin . Sin. Siin
Price 1 6 /6  1 9 /6  2 5 /-  3 0 /-  3 8 /6  4 7 /8  6 0 /-  7 0 /-

The Sin. size is  also m ade to  h o ld  50 c igarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optician
Telephone 276 W O  I i l I V &

Printed for  the Proprietor by  the W oodbridge Press, L td ., Guild
ford , and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildings, London, 29.0.4.



GILLETT & 
JOHNSTON Ltd-

CROYDON

Founders of the 
H E A V I E S T  B E L L S  

Cast in England 
and the recast BOW BELLS

Just Completed—
St. Woolos’ Cathedral, NEWPORT

A.R.P. H A N D B E L L S  
W A R N IN G  a n d  F IR E  B ELLS

for Works, Schools, Institutions

E L E C T R IC  M E C H A N IS M  
For a Tower Bell 

a s  A IR  R A ID  W A R N IN G

Tel. Thornton Heath 3221

AN OPPORTUNITY IN LONDON.
L a st week we referred to the opportunity, presented by 

the restricted activities in ringing, of reorganising- the 
Exercise  in those directions where, in the past, unpro
ductive rivalries have tended to hold up progress. There 
should be no place in ringing for anything that divides 
ringers into opposing camps. It  may be, perhaps, that 
these things are not so m arked as they were years ago , 
but there still remain cross currents which keep ringers 
apart. Personal jealousies will, of course, a lw ays be 
liable to come to the surface and cause friction, as long 
as human nature rem ains what it is, but there is no 
reason in these days w hy artificial barriers should be re
tained for the special purpose of creating- divisions.

More than once we have referred to the utterly use
less rule which continues to keep College Youths and 
Cumberland Youths segregated from one another. It is 
apparently still thought, in some quarters, that the pro
hibition which autom atically cuts off the membership of a 
ringer from one socjety if he joins the other is a con
tribution to ‘ friendly rivalry  ’ between the two organi
sations and to be in the best interests of the art of change 
ringing. Nothing could be further from the truth. This 
rule, which both societies act upon, is only a survival 
of the feuds which once upon a time existed between rival 
com panies in L on d on ; g ives disgruntled members an 
opportunity of spurning the society of their first choice, 
and results in keeping- them officially at arm ’s length. It 
does nothing- to develop ‘ friendly rivalry, ’ or even re
motely encourage the art of ringing, and it would be a 
good thing if the barrier could be swept aw ay. W hat 
draw back could there be, for instance, to any good 
ringer being a member of both societies at the same 
tim e? H e would not be any less enthusiastic, and both 
organisations might benefit from the exercise of his skill, 
instead of only one as at present.

The only possible ground upon which anyone attempts 
to justify  the preservation of this rule is that of tradition, 
but no tradition is worth preserving if it defeats its own 
purpose. The m axim  that ‘ what w as good for grand
father is good enough for me ’ is a  hollow myth in any 
ev en t; in this particular instance it w as not even good 
for grandfather. It led to a state of affairs in ringing in 
London which w as no credit to the art and the perpetua
tion o f the fallacy that such a  rule promotes friendly 
rivalry  and the art of ringing is as out of place to-day 
as it is untrue.

Nowhere else in the country do ringing societies of re
pute prohibit their members from joining other associa
tions on pain o f expulsion, and in London itself members 

(Continued on page 14.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L ISH E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
M aK ers o f  m any o f  the largest a n d  m ost im p orta n t C lo c k s  

in  the W orld .
C L O C K S  R E P A IR E D  A N D  D IA L S  R E S T O R E D .

‘THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , L eeds .

And a t  9 , Adelphi C h a m b ers, S h a k esp ea re  S t ., 
N e w c a stle -o n -T y n e , 

and 9 6 , C arver Str>eet, M oorh ead , Sheffield.

T H E  R IN G E R S  BADGE,
S u p p l ie d  as S t u d  f o r  B u t t o n h o le ,  

B r o o c h  o r  P e n d a n t
With name of your Association engraved 

—as Illustration, 
get. H A L L  MARKED GOLD .. 45/-
H A L L M ARKED S IL V E R  .. 7/6
G IL T  OR W H IT E M ETA L .. 4/-
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

PCn QTAPEV Jew eller and 
utU. OlAutY, engraver, 
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

PEAL TABLETS
in  B l a c k  O p a l i t e ,  S l a t e  & W o o d  

w i t h  e n g r a v e d  g i l d e d  l e t t e r s .

Illustrations and Prices on application.
88 , KING’S ROAD, 8T. PANGRAS, LONDON, N .W .l

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer ,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERM ONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. P aul’s Cathedral, W estminster Abbey, Im perial Insti
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter
borough, M elbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, S t. Patrick ’s, 

Manchester, Durban and W orcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

of the College Youths and Cumberlands are free to join 
other organisations which have sprung up in their midst. 
In this the two old societies show their inconsistency, for 
while they have persisted in the obstacle to their own 
interm ingling, they have allowed other and more v ig o r
ous organisations to step in and enrol their members 
without let or hindrance— and it has been all for the good 
of the Exercise. In these troubled times many things 
are in the m elting pot and it m ight well be of great 
advantage if  the hoary tradition, which rivalry, other 
than friendly, once forced upon the old societies, were 
relegated, if not to the limbo of a forgotten past, at any 
rate to the realms of memory. There is a new genera
tion o f ringers rising in Lond on ; they w ill reconstruct 
the E xercise there after the w ar, free from some of the 
trammels to which others have clung tenaciously. 
Theirs will be the opportunity to raise a  new structure 
which m ight well embrace all the conflicting factions that 
during the past generation have brought division and 
friction. There is an immense field for an expansion of 
the art in London; no city offers such great opportunity. 
In the present enforced lull in belfry activity, therefore, 
thoughtful men will, w e hope, find time to plan a fruitful 
reconstruction of the Exercise in the Metropolis.

TEN BELL PEAL.
POOLE, DORSET.

T H E  SA L ISB U R Y  DIOCESAN GU ILD.
On Saturday, January 6, 1940, in T h ru  H ours and Thirty-Five Minutes, 

A t  t h e  P a r is h  C h d r c h  o r  S t. Ja m e s ,
A P E A L  O F  B O B  R O Y A L ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

T en or x g j cw t.
M r s . F . J. M a r s h a l l s a y  Treble
C y r il  F . T d r n e r  ................. 2
H a r r y  S m a i l e ..........................  3

• W il l ia m  G . Y o d n g   4
E d w a r d  T . G r i f f i n   5

W i l l i a m  C . S h d t e  ................  6
* A . E d w in  H o a r e  ................  7
J R e g in a l d  H . T r d e   8

W i l l i a m  E . C h e a t e r  . . .  g 
A r t h d r  V . D a v is   Tenor

C om posed  by  W il l ia m  W i l l s o n . C onducted  by  A r t h d r  V . D a v is

*  First peal on ten bells, t  F irst peal. First peal o f R oyal as con
ductor, first attem pt. First peal on the ten bells since augmentation 
in 1937 by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank (two trebles added). Rung 
on the feast o f the Epiphany and as a compliment to the Rev. Arthur 
W . W hite, curate at St. Jam es’ , who was recently ordained priest.

EIGHT BELL PEALS.
K IRBY-LE-SO K EN, ESSEX.

TH E ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, December 30 ,1939 , in Two Hours and Fifty-Seven Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t. M i c h a e l ,
A P E A L  O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  B O B  M A J O R ,  5024 C H A N G E S ;

T enor 8 cw t. 3 qr. 7 lb . in G.
A l a n  R . A n d r e w s   Treble
C h a r l e s  A . A n d r e w s  . . .  2
M r s . W . A . R o d s e  ...............  3

• M iss  V io l e t  F r o s t   4

E d w a r d  E . D a v e y  ................. 5
E d w a r d  B . S m it h  ................  6

I L e s l ie  W r i g h t ........................ 7
U r b a n  W . W il d n e y .............Tenor

C om posed  b y  A , K n ig h t s . C onducted  b y  U . W . W il d n e y .
* First peal in the m ethod, t  F irst peal on eight bells.

GREAT DU NM OW . ESSEX.
TH E ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, December 30, 1939, in Three Hours and Fourteen Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t . M a r y ,

A P E A L  O F  BOB M A J O R , 5184 C H A N G E S ;
T en or  2 1 J cw t. in E.

F r a n k  H a r r is o n   Treble
• M iss  M a y  M il l a r  ................  2

D o n a l d  Je n n in g s  . . .  . . .  3 
G e o r g e  P i p e r .......................  4

J G e o r g b  S a d n d b r s  ................  5
R o n a l d  S d c k l in g  ................  6
Jo s e p h  C . J e n n i n g s .............. 7
H . W a l t e r  S m it h   Tenor

C om posed  by G . F . W il l ia m s . C onducted by  H . W a l t e r  S m it h .
*  First peal on eight bells, t  First peal o f B ob M ajor.
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REDEN H ALL, NORFOLK.
TH E N O R W ICH  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sunday, December 31, 1939, in Three Hours and Twenty Minutes, 
A t  t h b  C h d r c h  o f  S t . M a r y ,

A P E A L  O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  BOB M A J O R ,  5024 C H A N G E S ;  
T en or 24  cw t. in D .

F r e d e r ic k  C . G d n t o n  ...Treble E d w a h d  E t h e r id o e  .............. 5
G e o r g e  W . H o w l e t t  . . .  2
E r n e s t  W h it in g  .............  3
W il l ia m  J. F l a t t  .............. 4

C om posed  b y  H e n r y  D a in s .

F r e d e r i c k  W . M d n n in g s  . . .  6
R d s s e l l  R i c h e s ......................  7
C h a r l e s  W . L o o m e   Tenot

C onducted by E r n e s t  W h i t i n g .
The conductor has now conducted a peal from  every bell in this 

tower.
B ROADCLYST, DEVON.

THE DEVONSHIRE GUILD.
On Tuesday, January 2, 1940, in Three H ow s,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  of  S t . J o h n -t h e -B a p t is t ,
A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S IR E  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S )

H o l t ’s O r ig in a l . 
C e c il  B r b a l y  . . .  . 
E r n e s t  R e i t e r . . .  . 

' A l b e r t  C o l l e y . . .  . 
C h a r l e s  R . L il l e y  .

...Treble 
...  2 
. . .  3

4

T en or 2 1  cw t. in E  flat. 
H a r r y  G . W il m in g t o n  . . .  5
Joh n  S a l w a y  ..........................  6
J o se p h  B r e a l y  ..........................  7
C h a r l e s  R . S a n d f o r d  ...Tenot

C onducted b y  C h a r l e s  R . L i l l e y .
*  First peal o f Grandsire Triples. The first peal rung in the black

out in the W est o f England. Best thanks o f the band to Mr. A. 
Lovering for  making the arrangements.

EAST M ARK H AM , NOTTS.
THE N O R TH  NOTTS ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, January 6, 1940, in Three Hours and Four Minutes,
A t t h e  C h d r c h  of  S t . JoH N -T H E -B A P T in ,

A P E A L  O F BOB M A J O R , 5184 C H A N G E S ;
T en or i o i  cw t.

' F r e d e r ic k  F l in t  .............. 1 reble
M is s  G r a c e  B d r c h n a l l  . . .  2
H a r o l d  D e n m a n  ................  3
M is s  K a t h e r in e  B d r c h n a l l  4

C om posed  b y  A. J. C h a m b e r l a in .
*  F irst peal on eight bells.

* a r t h d r  E . C h il t o n .............  5
A r t b d r  J . C h a m b e r l a in . . .  6
G e o r g e  E. F o s t e r .............  7
H e r b e r t  T . R o o k e .............. Tenot

C onducted by G . E . F o s t e r .

SIX AND FIVE BELL PEALS.
BOZEAT, n o r t h a n t s .

TH E  PETERBO RO U G H  DIOCESAN G U ILD .
On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Three Hours,

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t . M a r y -t h e - V ir g in ,
A P E A L  O F  D O U B L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Being six extents o f April D ay and twelve each o f Canterbury, Grand
sire and Plain Bob. Tenor 18£ cwt. in E.
T h o m a s  W . F l e m i n g ........... Treble i M a x  L a u g h t o n  ..........................  3
A . J a m e s  S t d a r t ........................ 2 | E d w a r d  S m a r t  ..........................  4

D o n a l d  L . C o c k in g s  Tenor
C o n d u cte d  b y  D . L . C o c k in g s .

Rung for  the festival o f Christmas and in honour o f St. Stephen. 
FE LK IRK , YORKS.

THE Y O R K SH IR E  ASSOCIATION.
On Monday, January 1, 1940, in Two Hoursund Forty-Nine Minutes. 

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t . P e t e r .
A P E A L  O F  S U R P R IS E  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Being 720 each o f London, W ells, Cambridge, York, Durham, Rossen- 
dale and Stam ford. Tenor 10 cwt.
S id n e y  B r ig g s  .. 
J. T h o m a s  W h it e  
H a r o l d  C h a n t  ..

...Treble 

. . .  2
3

E r n e s t  B r o o k e s ........................ 4
A r t h d r  G il l  ........................ 5
D a m e l  S m ith  ........................Tenor

C onducted b y  D . S m it h .
Rung as a compliment to Leading A ircraft Gunner John Copley, 

who received the D .F .M . for bravery in the raid on enemy ships at 
Heligoland on December 3rd, 1939.

M ILTON REGIS, KENT.
THE KEN T COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sunday, January 7, 1940, in Two Hours and F ifty-F ive Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  of t h e  H o lt  T r in it y ,

A P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Being two different extents each o f Cambridge Surprise, Oxford Treble 
Bob, Kent Treble Bob and one o f Plain Bob. Tenor 10 cwt. 3 qr. 13 lb.
E r n e s t  J. D o b b ie   Treble
D o r is  G . D o b b ie .......................  2
A r t h d r  S . B o a r .......................  3

W a l t e r  H . D o b b ie  
S t a n l e y  B . D o b b ie  
G e o r g e  A. N a y l o r

• 4
• 5 
.Tenor

C onducted  b y  G e o r g e  A , N a y l o r .

HANDBELL PEALS.
B U RTO N-ON-STATH ER, LINCS.

THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
(N o r t h e r n  B r a n c h .)

On Thursday, December 28, 1939, in Two Hours and Twenty-Six Minutes, 
A t  T r e n t w o o d ,

A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S IR E  T R I P L E S ,  6040 C H A N G E S ;  
P a r k e r ’ s T w e l v e - p a r t  ( 7th observation). T en or 1 4 5  in C sharp.

M r s . J. B r a y  .......................  1 -2  I J a ck  B r a y  ....................................  5-6
* F r e d  J e f f e r y  ........................ 3-4 | ‘ P h i l ip  B a r n e s .............. 7-8

Conducted by J ack  B r a y .
*  First, peal o f Triples ‘ in hand.’

CAM BRIDGE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Thursday, December 28, 1939, in Two Hours and Fifteen Minutes,
A t  3 , S t .  P a d l ’ s R o a d ,

A P E A L  O F  B O B  M A J O R , 5040 C H A N G E S ;
A lw y n  B e a l e  .....................  1 -2  I W i l f r i d  H . J. H o o t o n  ... 5-6
A l b e r t  E . A d s t in  .............  3-4 | J o h n  A . A c r e s   ..................... 7-8

C om posed  by E . M . A tk in s , C onducted  by W . H . J, H o o i o n .

B URBAG E, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

(H in c k l e y  D is t r ic t .) '*
On Saturday, December 30, 1939, in 1 wo Hours and Eight Minutes,

A r  S t k d m a n , S k f t c h l e y  R o a d ,
A P E A L  O F S T E D M A N  D O U B L E S ,  5040 C H A N Q E 8 ; 

Tenor size 12.
A l f r e d  B a l l a r d .......................  1 - 2  i 'F r a n k  K .  M e a s u r e s  . . .  . . .  3-4

Joh n  H . B a i l e s s ........................ 5-6
C onducted by A . B a l l a r d .

*  50th peal for the M idland Counties Association. First peal o f 
Stedman Doubles ‘ in hand ’ by  all and by entirely Hinckley District 
members. The conductor has now rung Stedman from  Doubles to 
Cinques on both handbells'and tower bells.

W OODDITTON , CAMBS.
THE E LY  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Thursday, January 4 , 1940, in Two Hours and Eighteen Minutes',
A t  S o n n y  V ie w ,

A P E A L  O F BOB M A J O R , 5008 C H A N G E 8 ;
A lw y n  B e a l e  .......................  1 -2  I S id n e y  B r o w n  .......................  3-6
A l b e r t  E .  A d s t in  .............. 3-4 | J o h n  A. A c r e s  ........................ 7-8

C om posed  by F b e d k . D e n c h .  C onducted by  A l b e r t  E .  A u s t in .

PR ESTB U RY, CHELTENHAM .
TH E HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Saturday, January 6, 1940, in One Hour and F orty Minutes,
A t  t h e  P r io r y ,

A P E A L  O F  BOB M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Being seven extents with three different callings.

M o n ic a  J. R ic h a r d s o n  . . .  1 -2  | B r e n d a  M . R ic h a r d s o n
D ^ r o t b y  T . R ic h a r d so n  . . .  5-6

Conducted by D o r o t h y  T . R ic h a r d s o n .
First peal as conductor. F irst peal o f Minor by all.

3-4

TO W E R  CLOCKS J .  B.
W eight D r iven  o r  E le c t r i c  b y  the 
W O R L D ’ S O L D E S T  M A K E R S  

E stablish ed  O ver 3 0 0  Y ea rs
I L L U S T R A T E D  A R T  C A T A L O G U E  O N  R E Q U E S T

JOYCE & CO. LTD.
WHITCHURCH, SALOP

We have experts visiting all parts o f the British la loo, and sbali be 
pleased to carry oat restorations or give reports regarding 

any make of Tower Clock
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FE LK IR K  RIN GER’S AW ARD FOR B R A V E R Y
M R. J. COPLEY RECEIVES TH E  D.F.M .

Among the peals recorded this week is one rung at Felkirk in honour 
o f Leading Aircraftsm an John Copley, who was awarded the Dis
tinguished Flying M edal in the New Y ear’s Honours List for the 
R .A .F .

The rear gunner in a bom ber, he was engaged in the aerial battle 
over Heligoland on December 3rd and shot down a Hesserschmitt 
lighter. When the bom ber got back home the wings were hanging in 
strips and the petrol tank was punctured.

Gunner Copley had a very narrow escape and was hit by  a bullet 
which fortunately stuck in the belt o f his parachute and stopped just 
touching his flesh.

Until he joined the R .A .F . in 1934 Mr. Copley was a regular-service 
ringer at Felkirk, and he rejoined his old band this year to ring the 
old  year out and the new year in .

TH E LATE MR. JO H N  H. CHEESM AN.
AN APPRE CIATIO N  FROM DARTFORD.

On Saturday afternoon, December 23rd, the bells o f H oly Trinity 
Church, Dartford, were rung half-muffled in memory o f John H. 
Cheesman. Remem bered by a big circle of ringers as a  quiet un
assuming man and an excellent ringer and conductor, he will be 
greatly missed at Dartford, which tower he used to visit regularly 
for many years.

He made the three-mile journey from  Greenhithe on practice night 
and on Sundays and was always ready to come to assist with the 
ringing on any special occasions; in fact, he was always ready to 
join  in anything that went on in connection with D artford ringing. 
The tower has lost a great friend, whose influence on the standard of 
striking and encouragement in attem pting higher methods will be a 
great loss.

His total o f 82 is almost certainly the greatest number o f peals 
rung by one man in D artford tower.

They include two non-conducted peals, one of Stedman in 1924 and 
one o f Double Norwich in 1929; peals rung in connection with the 
Silver Jubilee in 1935 and the Coronation of King George V I., and a 
peal o f Stedman conducted by Mr. Cheesman in honour o f Dartford 
receiving a Charter o f Incorporation in September, 1933.

All these perform ances are recorded in the ringing chamber, and 
they will serve to perpetuate the memory of a great ringer and a 
real gentleman.

THE LATE J. H. CHEESMAN AND THE FIRST ‘ JOH N ’ PEAL.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,— It  was with great regret that I  read o f the passing o f 
John H. Cheesman, after his long and painful illness. I  also regret 
that I  was unaware earlier o f his death, as 1  certainly would have 
m ade an effort to attend his funeral.

I think I am one o f the last o f those who rang in his early peals 
in North Kent, for he was in m y fourth peal, one o f Bob M ajor at 
Erith on September 12th, 1891, which was conducted by W . J. Sevier. 
I t  was my first peal o f M ajor. Jack was 19 and I  was 20. In later 
years I rang in peals with him in various methods, including Surprise 
peals up to London. I  always found him most helpful, modest and 
unassuming. I deeply regret his death. H e was, as all the ringing 
fraternity knows, a splendid ringer and conductor, and. his record of 
over a thousand peals with many outstanding perform ances tells its 
own story. But he did not conduct the first John peal, as here is a 
copy o f what I believe is the first that ever was rung, from  the old 
peal book o f ‘ The Brom ley Youths.’ X, EM ERY.

October 15th, 1828.
A

Select Band 
W hose Christian Names were John,

Rang at Lewisham 
A Complete Peal o f Grandsire Tripples, 5,040 changes,

In  3 hours and 12 minutes.
John Read (Deptford) ........... 1
John W ilbie (Greenwich) ... 2 
John Arnold (Deptford) ... 3 
John Saunders (Bromley) ... 4

John Jones (Lewisham) ... 5
John Allen (Bromley) ... 6
John Bray (Lewisham) ... 7
John Green (Bromley ...Tenor

Conducted by John Allen.

EAST G RIN STEAD  AN D  DISTRICT GUILD.
M EETING AT TU N BRIDG E W ELLS.

New Year resolutions prevailed over the miserable weather on 
Saturday January 6th, when 32 ringers, representing 15 tpwers, 
attended the East Grinstead Guild meeting at St. P eter’s, Tunbridge 
Wells., W ith so many capable ringers present there was some ex
cellent ringing. One touch o f Plain Bob made a false start, and 
Superlative required two attempts, but the bells responded well to 
.Stedman and Cambridge.

T o com ply with the local police regulations, ringers took turns in 
acting as air raid sentries outside the tower. The company was enter
tained to tea by the St. Peter’ s ringers, which was much appreciated 
by all. A t the business meeting afterwards eleven new members were 
elected, a very good start for  1940.

VETERAN CLENT RINGER S DEATH.
SEVENTY Y E A R S ’ CONNECTION W IT H  THE CHUROH.

The W orcestershire Association has lost one o f its oldest members 
by the sad death o f Mr. William. Boughton, o f Clent. H e was 84 
years o f age, and on Friday, December 8th, a fter leaving work and 
going home, went out again about 4.45 p.m . to fetch  his old  age 
pension. Outside his house a van going in the same direction knocked 
him down. H e sustained a broken shoulder and severe head injuries. 
He passed away on the following M onday.

The funeral was attended by m any friends, and wreaths were sent 
by  numerous parishioners, and there was one from  the choir and 
organist and one from  his fellow-ringers.

Mr. Boughton had been a chorister from  a boy until last year— a 
period o f over 70 years. H e bad been a ringer about 60 years, his 
best peal ringing year being in 1889. On December 26th that year he 
rang a peal o f Minor in seven methods at Clent, and in the afternoon 
the same six ringers walked to Hagley, m et T. Lees, of Hagley, and. 
W . F. Hartshorne, o f Brierley Hill, and rang H olt ’ s Six-Part peal of 
Grandsire Triples, both conducted by Mr. W illiam  Short. Mr. 
Boughton’s last peal was rung half-muffled in April, 1920, at the 
dedication o f the Parish Churchyard.

Throughout the m any years Mr. Boughton carried on his duties 
both in the choir and belfry he was m ost regular and punctual in his 
attendances. Even in 1938 he was present 103 times in the ringing 
chamber and in the 11 months o f 1939 had m ade 75 attendances.

On the Saturday afternoon after the funeral ringers m et in Clent 
belfry, and with the bells half-muffled rang toucnes o f Grandsire 
Triples, six 84’s all called differently, also a plain course and a bobbed 
course o f Stedman Triples. A t the grave a splendid course o f Grand
sire Triples was rung in. slow time.

Returning to the tower the whole pull and stand ’ was rung 84 
times and the bells lowered in peal. Visiting ringers came from  
Belbroughton, Brierley Hill, Hagley, Stourbridge, W ollaston, Kidder
minster and six local ringers also took part, ringing being conducted 
by Mr. Boughton’ s old friend, W illiam  Short.

Mr. Boughton has le ft two sons and a daughter in bereavement. 
Both sons are ringers, Frank Boughton being in Australia. W hen 
the English tourists were in M elbourne in 1934 Mr. Boughton met 
them on several occasions and rang the tenth to the memorable peal 
o f Grandsire Cinques at St. P aul’ s Cathedral on Armistice Day, when 
the Duke o f Gloucester attended the dedication o f the Shrine o f 
Remembrance.

D E A TH  O F  M R . W . T . BILLINGHU RST.
F IF T Y  YEAR S W IT H  T A Y L O R ’S, OF LOUGHBOROUGH .

Loughborough has lost one o f its old  ringers and the Midland 
Counties Association one o f its earliest members by the passing o f Mr. 
W illiam T. Billinghurst, at the age o f 76 years. H e was interred at 
Loughborough Cemetery.

Deceased, who was a bachelor, was born a t  Sliiplake, near Reading, 
and in his * teens ’ journeyed to Loughborough, where he obtained 
employm ent at Taylor’ s Bell Foundry. H e became a "first-class bell- 
lianger and carried out work for  the firm not only in all parts o f the 
British Isles, but also on the Continent and in the U nited States o f 
America. He was with the firm for m ore than 50 years.

He joined the M .C .A . in 1883 and for this association he rang 6C 
peals— he was a safe ringer and excellent striker. During the last 
few years he led a cpiiet, unassuming life, and although he had taken 
no active part in ringing for  about 10  years, he will nevertheless be 
sadly missed, particularly by  his contemporaries.

RINGING ON C H RISTM AS EVE.
A DISAPPOIN TM ENT AT ACCRINGTON.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,— On Christmas Eve, eight men assembled outside Accring

ton Parish Church for the purpose of ringing in. Christmas at m id
night. The sanction o f the Chief Constable and church authorities 
had been obtained, but the sexton, the key man o f the situation, 
could not be found, and the tower door was locked. A long ladder 
was obtained, but the window in the ringing chamber was securely 
fastened In  25 years’ ringing I  have never seen m ore disappointed 
men. I  believe ours was the only church for miles around where the 
custom of ringing in the festival at m idnight was to be carried on.

CHARLES W . B LAK EY.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POW ELL.

Containing full and com plete instruction from  the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting o f peala o f Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection o f Compositions included.
P r ic e :—  Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 19  
(6 copies for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64 pp., 

1/2  (6 copies for  6 / - ) .
O b tain a b le  o n ly  p o s t  fr e e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V ic a r a g e , n ear D a ven try .



January 12 th, 1940 . T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D .

K E N T  T R E B L E  B O B  M A X I M U S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,— Mr. Trollope, in his letter in ‘ The R inging W orld  * o f 
December 22nd, acknowledges the fact that the first peal o f Kent 
Treble Bob Maximus was without doubt rung at St. M artin’s, 
Birmingham, in 1820.

Mr. Trollope follows on with a list o f peals rung by the Cumber- 
lands in various methods from  1769 to 1795, viz., D ouole Bob M ajor, 
Double Grandsire Caters, Double Grandsire Cinques, Royal Treble Bob 
and Treble Bob Maximus. Each peal has the prefix ‘ Cumberland, 
evidently a habit o f the society at that time.

The St. M artin’ s Youths, Birmingham, during the period 1768 to 
1793, rang several peals at St. M artin’ s, including Grandsire Caters, 
Grardsire Cinques, Plain Bob Royal, Plain Bob Maximus, Oxford 
Treble Bob Royal and Oxford Treble Bob Maximus (1793), followed 
closely with Grandsire Maximus, Kent Treble Bob Maximus (1820) and 
Kent Treble Bob Cinques in 1832, all recorded in St. M artin’s Guild 
peal books

In the * Clavis ’ and Shipway’s book there, are variations of Treble 
Bob M inor and M ajor, including Oxford, Kent, London and Cumber
land Exercise, etc. Is this the ‘ Cumberland ’ Mr. Trollope refers to P

ALBERT W ALK E R .
Birmingham.

B IR T H D A Y  COM PLIM EN T TO  VE T E R A N  W E S T B U R Y  RINGER
A t W estbury, W ilts, on Sunday morning, December 31st, to com

m emorate the 80th birthday o f Mr. W illiam  H art, the oldest ringing 
m ember o f the tower, a quarter-peal o f Grandsire Triples: R . Gale 1, 
P. Chapman 2, C. Hughes 3, F. Brown 4, T . B. H olloway (conductor) 
5, E. F. W hite 6, R . Newton 7, R . Clayton 8 . Mr. H art has been a 
ringer at the Parish Church for 55 years and in 1921 was chairman 
of the Devizes Branch o f the Salisbury Diocesan Guild.

D E A TH  O F A  S T O C K P O R T  RINGER.
W e regret to announce the death o f Mr. John M ottershead, o f the 

St. George’ s, Stockport, band, which took place on December 29tli at 
the age o f 66 years.

A t the funeral on January 1st a course o f Grandsire Triples was 
rung over the grave, and afterwards on the tower bells half-muffled 
323 changes of Grandsire Caters and a plain course o f Bob M ajor. 
Mr. M ottershead was the last o f the original band form ed at St. 
George’ s in 1896 before the consecration o f the church in February, 
1897.

M I D D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C I A T I O N .
SUCCESSFUL MEETING AT CLAPTON.

Ringers from  Essex, Surrey and Middlesex, including W est London, 
defied all attendant discomforts o f fog  and black-out and m et at St. 
M atthew’s, Upper Clapton, on Saturday, January 6 th, to make an
other successful war-time ringing meeting o f the North and East 
District o f the above association. Such a meeting is enjoyed by all 
and is a pleasure to arrange. W ell-known ringers, of the expert class, 
ensured a high standard o f ringing, which ranged from  call cnanges 
to two touches o f Spliced Surprise M ajor to cater for all present. The 
form er was for members o f the young local band, who are manfully 
striving to keep their bells ringing and holding their practices each 
Saturday afternoon.

No service could be held owing to the L ight Restriction Order, but 
an excellent tea was provided and served by some local ladies.

B efore the business meeting, Mr. C. T . Coles, hon. secretary o f the 
association, referred to the loss by death of two long-standing mem
bers, namely, Messrs. A. Pye and J. H. Cheesman. Both joined in 
1898, were highly respected, had great ringing records, and were of 
the type that the Exercise could ill afford to lose. The meeting stood 
in silencj for  a few  moments as a mark o f respect to these deceased 
gentlemen.

A vote o f congratulation was passed to the two Lincolnshire bands 
on ringing the spliced peals recorded in our last issue.

The usual form alities o f the business m eeting were duly carried 
through and a few general items were discussed.

The Chairman, Mr. G. W . Fletcher, as hon. secretary o f the Central 
Council, explained the present position o f ringers and ringing in rela
tion to the Control o f Noise Order (No. 2). He pointed out that 
ringing is permitted under law and that, except in a few isolated 
cases, service and practice ringing and ringing at meetings would not 
be affected if co-operation with the local police authorities was sought 
and carried out. Two points were stressed, firstly, the Light Restric
tion Order must be complied with in the tower during the biack-out 
p eriod ; secondly, a watch must be kept outside the tower during 
ringing to stop activities in the event o f an air raid warning. The 
speaker was o f opinion that the control authorities were ready and 
willing to assist the R inging Exercise within the scope o f their power. 
The meeting closed after the usual votes o f thanks had been accorded.

Further ringing took place in the tower, while others enjoyed some 
handbell ringing, which consisted o f a course o f each of Double 
Norwich, Double Oxford, London Surprise and Cambridge Surprise, 
a short course o f Spliced (London, Cambridge and London), and a 
touch o f Stedman Triples.

John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH.

H  S  91 B  B

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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MEARS & 
STAINBANK,

Foundry  
E stablish ed  
A.D. 1 6 7 0

(1 2 th year 
o f reign o f 
E lizabeth ).

IBellfounders St 
IB e ll hangers,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

T eleph one B ish o p sga te  8 8 4 9

SH ER B O R N E  AB BEY RECAST TENOR.
46 cwt. 0 qr. 5 lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for 

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E L L S
in sets of any number.

B E LL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

B E L F R Y  G O S S IP .
The date o f the next m eeting o f , the Ancient Society o f College 

Youths is January 16th, not January 9th as published in our last issue.
W e congratulate the Misses Richardson on what we believe is the 

first peal o f M inor rung by ladies in  hand. The three sisters are 
the daughters o f the late Rev. H . S. T . Richardson and nieces o f 
Mr. E. H . Lewis, the President o f the Central Council. D orothy is 
13 years old, Monica 15 and Brenda 17.

On January 8th, 1769, 6,160 changes o f Bob M ajor were rung at St. 
M ary’s, Twickenham. John Cole, who conducted, was a m ember of 
a fam ily o f ringers whose name appears on many peal boards and 
also in the peal books o f the College Youths. Three o f the ringers 
were called Redknap, a name which you will see to-day in Twicken
ham. The board which recorded this peal is not now  in the belfry.

Samuel Thurston died on January 9tli, 1841. H e had been for 
several years the leading man among the Norwich Scholars. H is most 
notable perform ance was to call the first peal o f London Surprise 
M ajor ever rung.

On January 10th, 1837, the Junior Society o f College Y ouths rang 
5,016 changes o f Stedman Cinques at St. Saviour’s, Southwark, the 
first peal in the method on the bells. I t  was composed and conducted 
by John Cox.

On January 11th, 1717, the London Scholars rang at St. Bride’ s the 
first ten-bell peal ever achieved. I t  was 5,040 changes o f Grandsire 
Caters, but as the peal board was destroyed in 1796, further particu
lars are lacking.

Mr. George Popnell tells us that the augmented ring at St. W oolos’ 
Cathedral, Newport, is a great success. The founders, Messrs. Gillett 
and Johnston, have m ade a good job , and the bells are one o f the 
handiest rings o f twelve in the country. The tower also has a  full 
service band able to ring the twelve every Sunday. I t  is hoped to 
hold a practice on one Saturday in every month.

A  famous heavy bell feat was perform ed a t St. M ary-le-Bow on 
January 3rd, 1803, when James M arlton turned in the old tenor to 
5,200 changes o f Oxford Treble Bob. M arlton had already rung the 
bell single-handed to Grandsire Caters, but the first man to do so 
was Philip Pilgrim.

On January 4th, 1794, the Birmingham St. M artin’ s Y ouths rang 
8,000 Grandsire M ajor at St. John ’s, Deritend. Grandsire on even 
numbers is not now considered proper, but it  had a considerable 
amount o f popularity in Birmingham, and earlier still several peals 
were rung in London.

A L D E R M A N  J. S. P R IT C H JE T T .
M any o f cur readers will join  us in congratulating Alderman J. S. 

Pritchett on his 85th birthday, which occurred on M onday last.
Alderm an Pritchett was one o f the early members o f the Oxford 

University Society. H e joined the Ancient Society o f College Youths 
in 1873 and is one of the oldest, i f  not the oldest, living m ember of 
that society. H e is still the Master o f St. M artin’ s Guild, Birmingham, 
and Recorder o f Lincoln.

ACCID EN T T O  M R. A LB E R T W . COLES.
W e regret to learn that Mr. A . W . Coles, late Ringing Master ot 

the Middlesex Association, m et with an accident last Saturday when 
cycling. I t  is understood that his front wheel skidded on a slippery 
road and in falling he broke a thigh. H e is now  in Oster House 
Hospital, St. Albans.

A  PUBLIC SC H O O L RINGING SO CIETY.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In the December issue o f the £ D oningtonian,’ the m aga
zine o f Donington Grammar .School, Spalding, occurs the follow in g:—

* The Campanological Society.— W e welcome a large number o f fresh 
talent to our society this term and we hope they will not only take a 
keen interest in tune ringing, but that they will also take a still 
greater interest in change ringing. The older members, a fter  three 
and a half terms o f hard work and not a  few  disappointments, have 
achieved their first victory. W e congratulate them on bringing several 
plain courses o f Bob M inor into “  rounds.”  W e next want a 720 of 
this method and then a peal o f 5,040 changes.’

All ringers will hope that this am bition is satisfied. In  these times, 
when new ringers are sure to be hard to find, an organisation such 
as this, however limited its scope, is w orthy o f every encouragement, 
and it would be interesting to  learn a little more o f the origin and 
activities o f the society, as I  do not recall any previous news o f its 
existence.

E. A . BARNETT.

PEA L DELETED FR O M  RECORD.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,— I wish to state that the peal o f Minor rung at Bucknall 
on Friday, July 14th, 1939, has been deleted from  the records o f the 
North Staffordshire Association, owing to their secession, through their 
views on the annual dinners.

A N D R E W  THOM PSON, Hon. Sec.
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A CHESTER RING.
T H E  B E L L S  OF' S T . M A R Y -O N -T H E -H IL L . 

Beginning of Another Phase in their Long History.
T he bells of the Church of St .  Mary-on-the-Hill , Chester, 

have ju s t  undergone restoration, and have begun another phase 
in their  long and interesting history, successfully  told in the 

following article  by Mr. J .  W. Clarke, who has also supplied 
the sketch of  the church.

The Church o f 'St. M ary-on-the-Hill, Chester, was probably built 
in the 1 2 th century, but little is known o f its early history except that 
it  was in the possession o f the rich abbey o f St. W erburgh until the 
dissolution o f 1540. The advowson was then granted to the newly- 
created Dean and Chapter, but by  1554 it was in the hands o f the 
Brereton family. The churchwardens’ accounts, beginning in 1536, 
enable much o f the later history o f this church, architecturally the 
best o f its type in the city, to be clearly deduced.

T H E  C H U R C H  OF S T .  M A R Y - O N - T H E - H I L L .
[From  a sketch by Mr. J. W . Clarke.

In  1553, Chester was visited by the commissioners appointed by the 
P rivy Council for the purpose o f making an inventory o f church 
goods. St. M ary’s list, o f which a copy is preserved, includes

* Five great bells in the steeple and an anthem bell and a clock.’ 
The term  ‘ anthem bell ’ is uncommon. It  doubtless refers to the 
sanctus bell, which, after the Reform ation, was put to other uses. 
In  some places it  becam e known as the ‘ St. Anthony b e l l ’— the bell 
being one o f the emblems o f the Saint— which was contracted to 
‘ T antony,’ ‘ Tan ton ’ and even A nton,’ and ‘ anthem ’ appears to be 
the local contraction at the time.

O f the five great bells little is known. Certainly some o f them were 
recast and the fram e either renewed or repaired in 1597, but the 
founder’s name does not appear. The old tim ber and iron was sold 
and the proceeds put towards the cost o f the new work. The anthem 
bell— now referred to as the ‘ tanton ’— was recast by  H utton, of 
Congleton, in 1617.

Spent vppon our selues goeing to Congerton with the 
Tanton bell and coming whome (home) and being
there ..........................................................................................  iiij s. v j d.

There was a flourishing foundry at Congleton in Cheshire at that 
time, in the hands o f Paul H utton, who took over the foundry from  
George Lee, its' first owner in 1616. Lee had m ade something o f a 
reputation locally by recasting W ilm slow tenor in 1602 and Nantwich 
in  1608, both o f them bells o f no little weight. I t  would appear, 
however, that St. M ary’ s wardens were not greatly impressed by 
H utton ’s work, for, later in the same year, when the tenor was

reliung in new bearings, Scott, o f W igan, was called in to do the work. 
In 1623 it was decided to recast the tenors. Two founders were 
consulted, H utton and W illiam Clibbery (or Clivery), o f H olt, a small 
town on the W elsh border, a few miles from  the city. The wardens 
failed to reach an agreem ent with the form er, but seem to have 
treated the people well and ‘ bestoed vppon the Congleton Bellfounders 
ij s.’ as a parting gift. The work was, therefore, done at Holt, and 
no doubt the bells would be carried there by barge up the Dee and 
returned the same way.

Pd to W illiam  Cliufree bellfounder for  castinge the
bells all n e w e ..........................................................................  xij li (£ 12 )

P d  at the hovlte (H olt) in castinge the towe biggest 
great belles ..........................................................................  xv j s.

There are m any references to this founder to be found in the middle 
west. H is trade mark is a plain shield bearing his initials separated 
by an arrow pointing downwards. Allowing for the variety in spelling 
of the times, a possible connection with W illiam  Clibury (1605-1642), 
o f W ellington, Shropshire, is suggested. Clibury used the same trade 
mark minus the arrow.

The tenor at St. M ary’s was again 
recast in 1632 by the same founder. 
The wardens appear to have them
selves had the bell taken down, bor
rowing a windlass from  the Cathedral 
for the purpose. She returned with 
‘ a hundred & odd waight o f m ettall 
that was added to the bell more than 
the waight was before.’

St. M ary’s Church suffered greatly 
during the Civil W ar. The tower was 
badly damaged and the bells smashed 
to pieces. In 1657 the wardens set 
about a complete restoration o f the 
tower and bells, m oney being raised 
both by subscription and levy. Geoffrey 
Scott, o f W igan, who had that same 
year succeeded John at the foundry, 
was consulted and agreed to cast the 
broken m etal into a ring o f four. 

Payd for carrying o f the 
broken bell mettle to W igan, 
staying there till the bells 
were new cast and bringing 
them to the church again e 3 li 

To be present at the casting, the 
wardens made the journey to W igan 
on horseback, being away four days. 
Meanwhile a new roof was put on the 
tower, the bell fram e repaired, and the 
damaged clappers made good in readi
ness for the bells. Scott and his son 
returned with the bells and superin
tended the hanging, completing the 
job  by tuning. The following itejji in 
the accounts throws an interesting 
light on the tuning methods o f the 
day— a method which, in this country, 
changed little until comparatively re
cent times :—

Spent on the Bell
founder & his Sone 
in Chester they being 
here six days to see 
the bells hanged and 
to chipp them to 
make them tunable ix s. iiij d.

These four bells bore the following inscriptions, together with the 
wardens’ initials and founder’ s mark on each:—

Treble.— Jesvs be ovr spede.
2nd.— Gloria in Excelsis Deo.
3rd.— Dvlcedine vocis Cantabo tvo Nomine.
4th.— Jvcvnditate soni Sonabo tibi Domine.

The following year the tenor was recast. The reason for this is not 
apparent, but the bell was used daily by  the sexton and was possibly 
cracked by clocking. A t any rate, no blam e seems to have been 
attached to the founder, for he received £ 1 2  for carrying cut the work. 
The original date appeared on the bell after recasting, and o f this 
ring o f four three are still in use in the present ring o f eight.

In  1659 a meeting o f parishioners was held to draw up regulations 
about the use o f the bells. Evidently there were complaints about 
ringing even in those days! The m eeting decided that the ropes 
should be kent locked up except that o f the tenor which the sexton 
used for  ‘ tollinge o f a passinge bell ’ and for ringing daily at 5 a.m. 
and 8 p.m . The wardens were to arrange for  ringing on November 
5th and other notable occasions. The daily ringing, morning and 
evening, was a long established custom a t St. M ary’ s, for in 1551 the 
following item  appears in the accounts :—

It  payd to mest (Mr.) Daueport for kyepynge o f the 
cloke (clock) & the d e y b e l l ..................................  ... iij s. viij d.

The Cheshire Rising, a prelude to the Restoration, broke out in 
August, 1659. The Governor of Chester Castle, which was overlooked 

(Continued on next page.)
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CHURCH BELLS OF LONDON.
S T . G I L E S ’ , C R IP P L E G A T E .

B y  J .  A r m i g e r  T r o l l o p e .
(Continued from  page 8 .)

The first peal in S t. G iles’ tower w as one of Grand
sire Caters rung- on Thursday, M arch 17th, 1726, by the 
College Youths, with Benjamin Annable as conductor. 
Tw o men were needed for the tenor, one o f whom was 
John Cundell, and this w as the first time a bell w as rung 
to a five-thousand double handed.

S ix  years later, on November 23rd, 1732 , the City 
Scholars accomplished what w as then the longest peal 
of Caters (6,012) and they had three men to the tenor. 
W e know very little of this society, which evidently had 
a very short, though active, life. They rang one other 
peal, 10,080 changes of Bob M ajor on the light eight at 
Bermondsey.

Three peals only are known to have been scored
on the old ring of ten at S t. G iles’ , the third being 5,040 
changes of Bob R oyal by the Eastern Scholars in 1752. 
T o  that the tenor w as rung single handed, but George 
M eakins, who conducted, had to have assistance at the 
ninth, the reason being (so the peal book says) 1 on
account o f her go ing so very hard and the company 
being desirous to complete the peal at that tim e.’

On November 3rd, 1772, tlie College Youths rang the first peal 
(5,057 changes o f Grandsire Caters) on Pack and Chapman’s new 
bells. Very likely it  was the opening peal, and the bells had not 
‘ settled to their bearings,’ as the phrase was, for  two good men were 
required for  the ninth and three fo r  the tenor. A  .month later the 
Cumberlands rang 5,111 changes in the same method with only eleven 
men.

The College Youths rang the first peal of Treble Bob Royal, again
with the tenor double handed; and m 1777 the London Youths rang
5,021 Grandsire Caters, conducted by W illiam  Jones, the chief author 
o f the ‘ Clavis,’ and John Reeves’ extent o f Treble B ob Royal in nine 
courses, conducted by Christopher Wells.

This was the time o f the famous long peal contest between the 
College Youths and the Cumberlands, and St. Giles’ was the scene ol 
one phase o f the struggle. The Cumberlands scored the first peal 
(Oxford Ten-in) ever rung on the bells with ten men only, but their 
rivals beat it two months later by ringing 6,000 changes in the same 
method. The younger Samuel M uggeridge was then at the tenor.

The first peal on the twelve was one o f Grandsire Cinques by the 
College Youths, rung on February 2nd, 1799. John Povey conducted 
and two first-class heavy bell men, Pilgrim  and M arlton, were needed 
for the tenor.

A fter that there was a break o f 45 years before the next peal. In 
1844 the Cumberlands rang 5,016 changes o f Stedman Cinques and 
followed it  up by two peals o f Treble Twelve in 1847 and 1848 and 
another o f Stedman Cinques in 1850.

In the year 1848 the Birmingham men regained the record for 
Stedman Cinques, which they had tem porarily lost to the Norwich 
Scholars. They held it  for a couple o f years, and then the College 
Youths, by ringing 7,528 changes at St. Giles’ , brought it  back to 
London. The peal was rung on Monday, January 6th, 1851, and took 
five hours and twenty-four minutes. John Cox was the composer and 
conductor and in the band were several men who are still remembered 
by older ringers, such as W illiam  Cooter, W illiam Banister, Matthew 
W ood, R obert Haworth and Janies Dwight.

The Cumberlands made a couple o f attempts a t St. M ichael’ s, Corn- 
hill, to score a longer length, but found the task too great for them. 
In the first attem pt they failed after having rung just under 6,000 
changes; in the second they reached the 7,746th change. Heavy bells 
were not hung in those days as they are now.

In ‘ The Era ’ o f January 19th, 1851, there appeared the following 
letter :—

Mr. Editor.—In your journal o f Saturday last, under the head 
o f Change Ringing. I  there perceived a report o f a perform ance 
o f a peal on the bells o f St. Giles’ , Cripplegate, attributed to  the 
Society o f College Youths. I  readily adm it that such a per
form ance did take place, but deny the existence o f any such 
societv in London as the one alluded to. The company to which 
Mr. F. Steadman belonged has long since been extinct. I t  is, 
therefore, nothing more or less than a fiction for the purpose of 
ringing the money out o f the pockets o f the provincial ringers 
wlm visit London a t various periods o f the year, and are induced 
to join them under the idea that it  is a regularly organised 
national society, as such pay what is term ed the entrance money 
without ever receiving a copy o f rules (for the very obvious reason 
that there is no such thing) and return home with a credulousness 
craftily  palmed upon them by individuals who, upon investigation,

turn out to be the parochial ringers of St. Saviour’ s, Southwark. 
I  m ight also mention the names o f Bradford and Lam bert inserted 
in the report is a wilful misstatement, there being no such persons 
in any way connected with the science in London. I  m ight also 
mention for the inform ation o f the ringers o f England that there 
is but one regular organised society in London, viz., the London 
Cumberland Change Ringing Society, under the sanction and 
patronage o f several o f the clergy and influential laymen o f the 
m etropolis. GEORGE W OOLF, Bow.

12th Jan., 1851.
The editor added a cautious note that ‘ W e insert this, but have our 

doubts o f the London Cumberland being the only regularly organised 
society o f London.’

W oolf was one o f the leading Cumberlands, his letter shows a bitter 
partisan spirit, and it, o f course, is entirely valueless as proof o f any 
breach o f continuity in the Society o f C<?liege Youths.

Its interest for us lies solely in the_ evidence it affords o f the rela
tionship between the two leading societies. I t  was about this time, 
when the London Exercise was at its lowest level, that the rules were 
form ally adopted by the two companies forbidding the members of 
one to be members o f the other. The exclusive spirit had been common 
to all ringing societies from  the earliest times, but these rules are 
definitely directed against another society by name.

Present-day members are usually inclined to look on these rules as 
having been fram ed to cultivate ‘ friendly rivalry,’ and they think 
that they are a part o f the traditions and heritage o f the past which 
it would be a pity to part with. Actually they are survivals o f the 
very worst side o f the old London companies, and the first one o f the 
two societies which has the courage to rescind the rule will be doing 
something for its own good and for the good o f London ringing 
generally

In m odern times a number o f peals have been rung at St. Giles’ 
by various societies. On November 12th, 1912,  ̂ a  ‘ J o h n ’ peal o f 
Stedman Cinques was rung for  the W aterloo Society. The society at 
that t im i was dead though not buried, and the corpse was dragged 
out- to serve the occasion. The second peal o f Cambridge Maximus in 
London was rung on these bells bv  the Middlesex County Association, 
on April 5th, 1913, conducted by W illiam  Pye.

O LD  CH ESTER PEA L RESTORED.
(Continued from previous page.)

by St. M ary’ s tower, ordered part o f the tower to be pulled down in 
case it should be used as a stronghold against the castle. Soldiers 
demolished a considerable portion, leaving the tower squat and in
significant, and in this state it  remained until 1861, when it was 
raised to its present height.

A  treble was added to Scott ’s ring o f four in 1783, bu t no details o f 
this are available. Other than the date, the bell has neither inscrip
tion nor ornament. The possibility o f its being cast by Rudliall cannot 
be overlooked, but it  is unusual to find such a bell having no mark o f 
identification. I t  seems evident that the ring was in the m inor key, 
for Rudhall added a tenor in 1786. Except for the usual repairs and 
upkeep o f ropes, nothing further was done until late last century.

In 1887 St. M ary’s was constituted the parish church o f the united 
parishes of St. Bridget and St. Martin. St. Bridget’ s Church was 
pulled down and two o f its four bells (dated 1629) were eventually 
used to complete the octave at St. M ary’ s. A  restoration scheme was 
carried out by  W arner in 1895. The fifth was recast, as also were the 
two St. Bridget’ s bells, and the eight hung in a new iron fram e. I t  
is perhaps unfortunate that little attention seems to have been paid 
to the tonal qualities o f the bells, although the hanging was well done.

In the present restoration, which has been effectively carried out 
by Messrs. Taylor, o f Loughborough, the tenor has been recast with 
a considerable amount o f new m etal added, and the whole ring tuned 
and rehung on ball bearings.

A large congregation witnessed the rededication on Christmas Eve. 
The ceremony was perform ed by the Lord Bishop o f the Diocese, the 
Rt. Rev. D. H . Crick, and the customary rounds were rung as he 
proceeded from  the west end to the chancel. His Lordship took his 
text from  I. Cor. ix. 16— ‘ W oe is me if  I  preach not the Gospel,’ and 
in the course o f a delightful address said that he had chosen these 
words because they appear in their Latin from  ‘ Vae mihi si non 
evangelisavero,’ as the inscription on the famous English bell, ‘ Great 
Paul,’ which hangs in the south-west tower o f“ St. Paul’ s Cathedral. 
This great bell had come from  the same foundry to which St. M ary’s 
bells had been taken for restoration. H e fe lt that o f all inanimate 
things which played a part in helping to preach the Go'spel, bells were 
surely the chief. A recent order from  the county authorities for
bidding the use o f church bells had brought him many letters asking 
him to protest strongly against it. Fortunatelv that order had almost 
immediately been rescinded, hut the incident had shown very clearly 
the place that our church bells occupy in the lives o f so m any people.

After the service touches were rung by members o f the Ohpster 
Diocesan Guild, and the parishioners had an opportunity o f listening 
to their bells again after some m onths o f silence. They were the 
same bells—and vet not the same. The tuning machine, skilfully 
used, had m ade them m ore com pletely a ring, and the recast tenor 
possesses that resonance so noticeably absent before. The blocking up 
o f the louvre openings, too, has had a mellowing effect. In the ringing 
chamber the opening and re-glazing o f a window long covered has 
p’iven additional light, and the room  has been cleaned and decorated. 
Thus St. M ary’s bells; on which so m any peals have been rung, begin 
another phase in their long history.
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PRESENTATION TO MR. JAMES HUNT.
LONG SERVICE TO TAIJNTON D EAN ERY.

A t the annual m eeting o f the Taunton Deanery Branch of the Bath 
and W ells Diocesan Association, a presentation was made to Mr. James 
H unt to m ark his retirem ent from  the position o f Ringing Master of 
the branch, an office he had ably filled for some 21 years. The g ift— a 
silver inkstand in the shape o f a bell—was handed to Mr. H unt by the 
new president o f the branch, the Rev. J. W . Storey, R ector of Staple- 
grove.

Mr. R  W . Hayw ard (hon. secretary) said the presentation was made 
possible through the practical co-operation o f the various towers in 
the Deanery.

Mr. Storey observed that the g ift  would always be a reminder to 
Mr. H unt o f his work as a ringer.

Expressing his appreciation, Mr. H unt said he had been 21 years in 
their service. He did not pretend that he had been a perfect Ringing 
Master, but he had stood 
for the cause o f change 
ringing. N o one could ever 
say He had ‘ jibbed  * at 
ringing Grandsire Doubles.
He had always tried to 
teach youngsters the art of 
change ringing, which 
started from  Grandsire 
Doubles. Giving advice 
which he himself had en
deavoured to follow , Mr.
H unt urged his fellow- 
ringers to ring whatever 
the conductor asked them, 
to ring it  to the best of 
their ability, and to be 
punctual and regular in 
their attendance at the 
tower. Remarking that he 
had rung in many parts of 
the country, Mr. H unt said 
not many towns could 
stand where Taunton stood 
to-day. ‘ I  could pick a 
band in Taunton who 
would ring with any band 
1  have ever come across, 
and in some high-class 
methods at that,’ he de
clared. £ I  can assure you 
that no town in the South- 
W est o f England will touch 
Taunton.'

Mr. H unt mentioned MR. J A M E S  HUNT,
that he had been connected
with St. James’ , Taunton, since 1919, during which time 37 peals had
been rung there bv Deanery men. Ten had conducted peals on these
bells, and, curiously, each conductor had called some method he had 
never called before. Seventy-three had rung something they had 
never rung before. H e had been into towers where men perfectly 
capable o f conducting a touch had never been asked to do so, but 
that was not his principle. In conclusion, he thanked them sincerely 
for the kindness they had always shown him.

TH E N E W  R IN G IN G  M ASTER.
The Rev. W . H . Heaton-Renshaw, of St. M ary’ s, Taunton, presided 

at the meeting.
The Hon. Secretary stated that since his last report 12 peals had 

been rung, 1 1  o f them in the first half o f the year. The declaration 
o f war at the beginning o f Septem ber put an end to further activities 
in that direction. Peals were rung in the following methods : Eight 
o f Grandsire Doubles, one o f Stedman Doubles, one o f Plain Bob 
Minor, one o f Treble Bob Minor, and one o f Grandsire Triples. Meet
ings during the year were held at Pitminster, North Curry and 
Staplegrove. H e thanked the incumbents for  placing towers at their 
disposal. Mr. H ayw ard concluded his report by expressing the hope 
that towers would make every effort to maintain activity during tne 
difficult conditions at present existing, and to endeavour to obtain 
new members.

The balance sheet showed that receipts amounted to £4 17s., and 
expenditure t<5 15s. 10d., leaving a balance of £4 Is. 2d.

The report and balance sheet were adopted.— Mr. H ayw ard was 
thanked for his services, and unanimously re-elected.

Mr. A. J. W yatt (W ilton) was appointed to succeed Mr. H unt as 
Branch Ringing Master and was appointed branch representative on 
the Association Committee.

It  was decided to hold quarterly meetings at Creech St. Michael (in 
M arch), W ellington (June), and Fitzhead (September).

The members heard with regret o f the illness o f Mr. Jim Reed 
(Staplegrove), a ringer for more than 50 years, and asked the presi
dent to convey a message o f good wishes to him.

The service at St. M ary’ s Church, which preceded the meeting, was 
conducted by the Vicar. Touches in various standard methods were 
rung on the bells during the afternoon and evening.

NOTICES.
T H E  C H A R G E  F O R  N O T IC E S  of M eetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6 .

N O T IC E S  must be received N O T  L A T E R  T H A N  
M O N D A Y .

‘ The R inging W orld ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Northern Branch. 
— The annual meeting of the Lincoln D istrict will be held 
on Saturday, Jan . 13th , at W ashingborough. Bells (8, 
tenor 14 cwt.) available from 2 to 4 .30 p.m ., short ser
vice to follow. T ea  at moderate charge.— Kenneth W . 
M ayer, Hon. D is. Sec ., 3 1 ,  V ine Street, Lincoln.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Hinckley 
D istrict.— The district annual meeting will be held at 
Sapcote on Saturday, Jan . 13th . R in gin g during the 
afternoon and evening.— W . A. W ood, D is. Sec.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Preston Branch.—  
The next meeting will be held at Chorley Parish Church 
on Saturday, Ja n . 13th. Bells available from 2 .30. A 
good attendance is requested.-— F . R ig b y , Hon. Sec., 8, 
Carrington Road, Chorley.

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A SS O C IA T IO N . 
— From e and Midsomer Branch. —  The annual meeting 
will be held at Midsomer Norton (8 be Is) on Saturday, 
Ja n . 13th . Bells available 2.30 . Service 3.45. Tea 
and meeting to follow.— E . H . N ash, The Talbot, Mells.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Fylde Branch.— A 
meeting will be held at Bispham  on Saturday, Ja n . 13th. 
Bells ready at 3 p .m .; business meeting 5 p .m .— C. S . 
Sharpies, Branch Sec.

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Northern Division. —  A 
practice will be held at Sible Hedingham on Saturday, 
Ja n . 13th , 2 .30  p.m. sharp.— H ilda G. Snowden, Hon. 
Dig. Sec.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— D aven
try B ranch.— The annual meeting will be held at Daven
try (8) on Saturday, Ja n . 13th . Usual arrangem ents. 
—  W . C . Moore, 5, W illiam s Terrace, Daventry, 
Northants.

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  D IO C E S A N  A S S O 
C IA T IO N .— Cheltenham Branch.— The annual meeting 
will be held at Cheltenham on Saturday, Ja n . 13th. 
Parish Church bells (12) available from 2 p.m . till black
out. Short business meeting at 3 .30  in the ringing 
cham ber.— W alter Yeend, Hon. Branch Sec.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D . —  North Bucks 
Branch.— Newport Pagnell D eanery.— A meeting will be 
held at Emberton on Saturday, Ja n . 13th . Service 3 .30. 
Learners and beginners invited. —  R ev. J .  F . Amies, 
Ravenstone V icarage, Olney, Bucks.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  D IO C E SA N  
G U IL D . —  Annual meeting of Southampton District at 
St. M ary ’s, Southampton, on Saturday, Ja n . 13th . Bells
1.30  to 4.30. —  G. Pullinger, 17 , Stoke P ark  Road, 

Bishop stoke, H ants.
M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Derby 

D istrict.— The annual general meeting will be held at St. 
A ndrew ’s, Derby, on Saturday, Ja n . 13th . R inging 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. only. Business meeting for the 
election o f officers will be held in the belfry. All ringers 
welcome.— W m . Lancaster, Local Hon. Sec., 83, Albert 
Road, Chaddesden.
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B E D F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Bigglesw ade 
D istrict.— The annual meeting will be held at B ig g les
wade on Saturday, Jan . 13th. Bells (8) available at 3 
p.m . Tea if possible to arrange. All ringers welcome. 
Please come. A  good company is requested. —  C . J .  
Ball, 25, Tem psford Road, Sandy.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— W igan  Branch.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, Ja n . 13th , at 
St. Ja m e s ’ Church, Poolstock. R in gin g from 2.30  p.m. 
— S. Forshaw , 55, Poolstock, W igan .

B U R N H A M -O N -S E A , S O M E R S E T .— The recast 5th 
and 7th bells will be dedicated by the Bishop of Bath 
and W ells on Sunday, Jan . 14th, at n  a.m . A ll the 
eight bells are now on ball-bearings. The w ork has been 
carried out by M essrs. M ears and Stainbank.

A N C IE N T  S O C IE T Y  O F C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S . —  
The next meeting will be held at headquarters, The 
Coffee Pot, on Tuesday, Ja n . 16th, at 7 p.m. Practice 
at S t. D unstan ’s, Stepney, Saturday, Ja n . 13th , and at 
St. Lawrence Je w ry  on Saturd ay, Ja n . 20th ; both at 3 
p.m . :— A . B . Peck, Hon. Sec ., 1, Eversfield Road, 
IReigate.

S O C IE T Y  O F  R O Y A L  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H S . 
— The annual general meeting will be held at St. Mar- 
tin ’s-in-the-Fields on Jan u ary  20th, at 4 .30 p.m ., in the 
V estry H all. Bells available from 2.30  p.m . to 4 p.m. 
O wing to the present conditions no arrangem ents can be 
made for tea at this m eeting.— G. W . Steere, Hon. Sec., 
46, Milton Avenue, Sutton, Surrey.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— W elling
borough B ran ch .— The annual meeting will be held (D .V .) 
at Irthlingborough on Saturday, Jan uary  20th. Service in 
church at 4 p.m . T ea, at 1/- each, in the Co-operative 
H all. Im portant : D on’ t forget to let me know you are 
coming. —  A. B ig ley , 30, Allen Road, Irthlingborough, 
W ellingborough.

S H R O P S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Annual meeting 
Jan . 20th. Business meeting in St. C had’s belfry at 3 
p.m . prompt. Service, S t. Aiden’ s Chapel, 5 .30  p.m. 
Tea 6 p.m . St. C had ’ s bells (12) available 2 .30  p.m . to 
3 p.m. and 4 to 5 .30  p.m ., subject to w ar restrictions. 
Handbells otherwise and after tea. Nam es for tea to 
W . A . Farm er, 14, Sw an H ill, Shrew sbury.

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Guildford D is
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at Guild
ford on Saturday, Ja n . 20th. H oly Trinity bells (8) 
available 3 to 4 p.m ., St. N ico las’ (10) 3 to 4.30 p.m . and 
during evening. Service at St. N ico las’ 4 .30  p.m . Tea 
and business meeting at A yers ’ H all. Those requiring 
tea must notify me not later than Thursday, Ja n . 18th .—  
W . F . J .  Cope, 26, Curling V ale , Onslow V illage, Guild
ford.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Chester
field D istrict.— Annual district meeting, Eckington, Jan . 
20th. Bells available from 3 p.m . Short service prior 
to business meeting. Election of officers for ensuing 
year. W ill all intending to be present please acquaint 
M r. G. C. Graham , 5, Pipworth Lane, Eckington, by 
Thursday, 17th, so that all possible arrangem ents may 
be m ade?— Sam  Scattergood. Hon. D is. Sec.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Furness and Lake 
District Branch.— The next practice meeting will be held 
at the Church o f S t. M ary M agdalene, Broughton-in- 
Furness, on Saturday, Jan . 20th. Bells (8) available at
2.30  p.m . Reports, to hand.— N . M. N ewby, Sec., F u r
ness and L ak e  District.

W A R W IC K S H IR E  G U IL D .— The first quarterly 
meeting of the year is to be held at A llesley, near 
Coventry, on Saturday, Ja n . 20th. Bells available from 
3 to 8 p.m . T ea  will be provided at the Rainbow  Inn 
at 5 p.m . to all who notify M r. J .  W . T aylor, Paybody 
Cottage, A llesley. Business meeting to follow tea. It 
is hoped that there will be a good attendance. There is 
to be a practice meeting at Chilvers Coton on Saturday, 
Jan . 13th , from 7 to 9 p.m. V isitors welcomed.— M rs. 
D. E . Beam ish, Gen. Hon. Sec ., 2 1 ,  G ipsy Lane, 
Nuneaton.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Liverpool Branch. 
— The next meeting will be held at Childwall on Satur
day, Jan . 20th. Bells (6) available at 2 .30  p.m . It is 
hoped to arrange for tea at a small charge for all who 
send in their names to M r. G. Sergeant, 7, Tow er 
Cottages, Childwall, Liverpool 16, not later than W ed
nesday, Ja n . 17th . There will be a business meeting 
after tea, 5 .30, which will be followed by further ring
ing.— G. R . Newton, Branch Sec.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Sonning Deanery 
Branch. —; Annual meeting at W okingham , Saturday, 
Ja n . 20th. Service in S t. P a u l’s Church 3.45 p.m. 
Preacher, R ev . A . P . C arr, M .A . T ea  in S t. P a u l’s 
Parish  Room  4.30, charge to be announced at the tea. 
Business meeting 5 .15 . Those requiring tea must notify 
by Ja n . 15th. R in gin g at both churches from 2 p.m . till 
service time.— W . J .  Paice, Hon. Sec ., M errel, C ali
fornia, W okingham .

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Leicester 
D istrict.— The annual meeting will be held on Ja n . 20th. 
St. M argaret’s bells (12) will be available from 2 p.m. 
till 5.45 p.m . T ea, is .  6d., followed by the meeting, 
will be at the George Hotel, Clock Tow er. Please notify 
me by the 18th inst. P lease note that it will be moon
light from about 5 p.m . onw ards.— H . W . Perkins, Hon. 
D is. Sec.

LO N D O N  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Northern 
D istrict.— Annual meeting on Saturday, Jan . 20th, at 
St. Law rence Jew ry , C ity, E .C . Bells available 2.45 
p.m. till ‘ b lack-out.’— Jam es G. A . Prior, Hon. Sec., 2, 
Thorncliffe Road, Clapham P ark , S .W .2 .

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D . —  North
ampton Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at the 
Church of the H oly Sepulchre on Saturday, Ja n . 20th. 
Bells ready at 3 o ’clock. U sual arrangem ents. Nam es 
to me, please, by Ja n . 17th . —  J .  Dean, Hon. Sec ., 4, 
Court Road, Northampton.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D . —  Rutland 
Branch.— The annual meeting of the branch will be held 
at Uppingham  on Saturday, Jan . 20th. Bells (8) avail
able 3 p.m . Please notify for tea early to S . H . Tow ell, 
Hon. Sec., 27, W est Road, Oakham .

S U R R E Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Southern D istrict. —  
Annual meeting will be held at R eigate on Saturday, 
Jan . 20th. R in gin g from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m ., followed by 
tea ( is . 3d. each) at 6 .15  p.m ., and meeting at the 
Parish  H all ( 1st floor), Lesbourne R oad. P lease notify me 
by W ednesday, the 17th, as to numbers for tea.— A . T . 
Shelton, A ct. Hon. Sec., The C ottage, O akw ay, R eigate. 
Tel. Redhill 3 7 1 .

L E E D S  A N D  D IS T R IC T  S O C IE T Y . —  The next 
meeting will be held at Pudsey on Jan . 20th. Bells 
available from 3 p.m. until dark. Other arrangem ents 
indefinite. Business meeting, P ark  Hotel. -—■ H . Loft- 
house, Hon. Sec., 8, W ortley Road, Arm ley, Leeds 12.
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C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Crew e Branch. —  
The annual meeting' will be held at Christ Church, Crewe 
(10  bells) on Saturday, Jan . 20th. R in g in g  from 2.30 
p.m . Service at 4 .30 p.m. T ea  (by kind invitation of 
the V icar and wardens) will be provided only for those 
who send notice to me by Ja n . 16th, as catering is diffi
cult. Business m eeting to follow. All ringers wel
come. —  Rich. D. Langford , Hon. Branch Sec ., 1 18 , 
R u sk in  Road, Crewe.

C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— The annual meet
ing of the W irral Branch will be held on Saturday, Jan . 
20th, at Birkenhead St. M ary ’ s (6 bells). Tow er open 
at 3 o ’clock. Service at 5 .30 . T ea  at 6 o ’clock. Meet
ing afterw ards. —  H . S . Brocklebank, Hon. Sec. and 
Treasurer.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A N D  D IS T R IC T S  A S S O C IA 
T IO N .— Northern Branch. —  Q uarterly meeting at 
W ordsley, Saturday, Jan . 20th. R in g in g  from 3 p.m. 
Service 4 .15  p.m . Tea, meeting and ringing afterwards. 
Plenty of moonlight, so please book date, and advise 
me re tea by W ednesday, Ja n . 17th . Thank you. —  
Bernard C . Ashford, Hon. Sec ., g, Bow ling Green Road, 
Stourbridge.

L O N D O N  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Southern 
D istrict. —  Annual m eeting to-morrow week, Ja n . 20th. 
S t. M ary ’s, Putney, 2 to 4 p.m . T ea and business in 
Church H all. R in g in g  at A ll Sa in ts ’ , Fulham , after
w ards, if possible.— P . A . Corby, D is. M aster.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  D IO C E SA N  
G U I L D .— Portsm outh D istrict.— The annual meeting 
will be held at Portsm outh on Saturday, Jan u ary  20th. 
Cathedral bells (8) available 2 .30  p.m . and after the 
meeting. Service 4.30 p.m . T ea  at 5 p.m . in the Y .M .C .A ., 
H igh  Street, followed by business meeting. All those 
requiring tea M U S T  notify me by the 18th. A ll ringers 
welcome. — F . W . R ogers, D is. Sec. pro tem ., 52, Sam uel 
R oad, Portsm outh.

M IDLAND C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Notting
ham D istrict.— The annual meeting of the district will be 
held on Saturday, January 20th, in St. M ary ’s belfry, 
Nottingham . R inging from 2.30 p.m . Business meeting 
for election of officers at 5 .30  p.m .— E . C . Gobey, D is. 
Sec ., Trow el], Notts.

C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U I L D . —  Stockport 
B ra n c h .—T h e annual meeting of the branch will be held 
at N orbury on Satu rd ay, Jan u ary  20th. B ells  3 p.m . 
Service 4.30. T e a  5 . 1 5 . F o r tea please advise Mr. W . 
Fern ley, 4, G rove Street, H azel G rove .— C. K . Lew is, 
Hon. Sec.

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Farnham  D is
trict.— The district annual meeting at Farnham  (8 bells) 
on Saturday, Ja n . 27th. Service 2.30. R in g in g  3 p.m. 
and after business until 8 p.m. T ea  and business at 
D arracott’s, W est Street, 5 p.m. Note time of service ! 
It is necessary, if tea is required, to notify the hon. secre
tary by Ja n . 24th. Y ou r support is requested by C . W . 
D enyer, Hon. Sec ., 120, A sh R oad, Aldershot.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  D IO C E SA N  
G U IL D .— Alton and Petersfield D istrict.— The annual 
m eeting w ill be held at Alton on Saturday, Ja n . 27th. 
B ells available 2 p.m . Service 4 p.m . T ea in Parish 
Room  4.30. Business meeting afterw ards. W ill those 
requiring tea please be certain to let me know numbers 
by Tuesday, Ja n . 23rd.-— C. E . B assett, Hon. Dis. Sec., 
32, Charles Street, Petersfield.

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— On account of 
clashing with the annual district meeting at Guildford, 
the combined practice arranged for Cranleigh on Jan . 
20th will be postponed until Jan . 27th.— R . W hittington.

S U R R E Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— North-W estern D istrict. 
— The annual district meeting will be held at Bedding- 
ton on Saturday, Jan . 27th. Full details later.— F . G. 
W oodiss, Hon. D is. Sec., 28, Strathearn Road, Sutton, 
Surrey.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Banbury and D is
trict Branch.— The next meeting will be held at Adder- 
bury on Saturday, Ja n . 27th. Bells (8) open from 2.30. 
Service 3 .30. T ea cannot be provided. M eeting follows 
service. R in gin g after dark. All welcome.— E . Pear
son, Branch Hon. Sec.

Y O R K S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— The annual general 
m eeting of the association will be held at Hunslet, near 
Leeds, on Saturday, Ja n . 27th. The recently restored 
bells will be available from 2 p.m. A  brief service will 
take place at 4 p.m ., followed by tea in the Parish  Room  
at 3 p.m. A  charge of is . 4d. per head will be made 
for tea, and all requiring same M U S T  notify M r. C . W . 
Beaum ont, Hunslet Parish  Church, Leeds, not later than 
the first post on Thursday, Jan . 25th. The annual 
general meeting will be held on the same premises imme
diately afterw ards. As urgent and important business 
will be dealt with, it is hoped for a large and representa
tive attendance. Reports will be available, and subscrip
tions are now due. Balm  Road cars from Leeds (City 
Square) pass the church.-^-L. W . G. M orris, Gen. Sec., 
63, L ilycroft Road, Heaton, Bradford.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  A N D  L O N 
D O N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— North and E ast D istrict.—  
Annual meeting will be held at St. G iles’-in-the-Fields 
Church on Saturday, Ja n . 27th. Bells available at 2.30 
p.m . Service at 4 .30  p.m . T ea to follow at the E x 
press D airy C o., H igh Street, W .C .2, Branch. It is 
essential that I should receive names for tea by first post 
on W ednesday, 24th. Handbells will be available.-—T . 
J .  Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec., 57, H olloways Lane, North 
Mimms, Hatfield, Herts.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  General 
quarterly meeting, Saturday, Jan uary  27th, at E arl Shil
ton. Bells (8) open from 2.30. Good bus service from 
Leicester and Nuneaton. Committee meet 3-30. Tea
4.30, followed by meeting in H igh Street Schools. Tow er 
open till 8 p.m. and convivial at Roebuck Inn afterw ards 
with handbells. Tea, is . per head, can only be served 
to those who apply not later than Jan . 23th to Mr. G. A. 
Newton, 26, Avenue South, Earl Shilton, Leicester. 
Those failing to notify must cater for themselves. —  
Ernest M orris, Gen. Hon. Sec.

E A S T  G R IN S T E A D  A N D  D IS T R IC T  G U IL D . —  
Prelim inary N otice.— The annual meeting will be held at 
E ast Grinstead on Saturday, Feb. 10th. T ea by kind 
invitation. M ake a note of the date and come and hear 
all about the Guild.— C. A . Bassett, A ssist. Sec.

BELL ROPES
M ADE FROM  IT A LIA N  HEM P, OR IT A LIA N  F L A X . 
SOFT AN D PLIA B L E  IN  H AN D. A L L  ROPES SENT 

CARRIAG E P A ID  AND ON A PPRO VAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXONf ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM
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The Central Council Publications
TO BE O B T A IN E D  POST FREE.

From the Hon. Librarian.
Mr. W . H , J. HOOTON, Homefield, Bilton Grange, near Rugby.

a. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble

Dominated Methods) ..................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS— Section I I . (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) ................................................................. 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS— Section IH . (Double Norwich) ... 9
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections 
COLLECTION OF PLA IN  M AJOR AND CATER METHODS

(Out o f Print)
COLLECTION OF TR IPLES M ETHODS ...................................... 1 O
MODEL RULES FOR A LOCAL COM PANY ........... (Out o f Print)
R EPO RT OF CONFERENCE W IT H  S .P .A .B .....................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN  TH E CARE AN D USE OF

B E LLS  ..........................................    l i
ON THE PRESER VA TIO N  OF BELLS ................... (Out o f Print)
M ETHOD SHEETS.—Stedm an and Grandsire Triples .... ... 3

Cambridge Surprise M ajor ................... 2
Double Norwich and Cam bridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise M ajor ........................... 2

H IN TS TO IN STRU CTORS AND BEGINNERS ...................  2
V A R IA T IO N  AN D TRAN SPO SITIO N  ............................................  1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES A N D  M INOR M ETHODS (New

Edition) ..................................................................................................  2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
R E V ISE D  PRICES.

* R O PE -SIG H T,‘ Is . lO d .; ninth ed ition ; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.

' G R A N D SIR E ,* 2s. lO d .s e c o n d  edition ; 204 pages, com m encing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, ertc.

* STAN D ARD  M ETH ODS,’  ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
* STEDM AN,’ 2s. lOd.— N O W  R E A D Y . An entirely new book by

J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains fu ll instructions for  ringing and conducting the method 

on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 
’ TREBLE B O B ,’ Is. 10d.; second ed ition ; w ith appendix; 100 pages.
* SU R PRISE METHODS,* 2s. lOd. A  book by the late Rev. C. I). P .

Davies, M .A ., F .R .A .S . Contains a tabulated list o f  peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt o f  postal order, from

Miss Margaret E. SNOWDON, Gartmel, Lancs

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AN D TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M . Broome, Orchards, 
iWonersh, Surrey.

* BOB M INOR AN D MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above,

‘ CAM BRIDGE M INOR AN D  M AJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7Jd. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

BELL ROPES 1 FLAGS A N D
BEST QUALITY LOWEST PBIBES > B U N TIN Q

HERBERT J. GRAY, LTD.
( Incorporating JOSHUA G, OLOOU $  CO.)

Rope and Flag W o rk s  -  EXETER, DEVON

ALFRED BOWELL,
Church Bell Y r\  rv r j  /-v w_m 
Founder  -  * W I C  H

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLINC AND NON - STRETCHING

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Lt d .
C H U R C H  B B L L  R O P E  M A N U F A C T U R E R S

LOUGHBOROUGH
B S T . 1 8 2 0  P R IC E  L IS T  O F
T E L . 2 4 0 0  —  T H E  S O L E  M A K E R S

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M ATS AND BELL M UFFLERS

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly M odelled BELL INKSTAND 8 & >  in  S olid  Silver

D iam eter 2iin 2iin, 3im . 3im . 4in . 4iin . Sin. 5Jin
P rice  IB /6  1 9 /6  2 5 /-  3 0 /-  3 8 /6  4 7 /6  6 0 /-  7 0 /-

T he Bin. size is also m ade to  h o ld  50 c igarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

Printed for  the Proprietor by  the W oodbridge Press, L td ., Guild
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildings, London, E.C.4.
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GILLETT & 
JOHNSTON Ltd-

CROYDON

Founders of the 
H E A V I E S T  B E L L S  
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SOCIAL EVENTS.
It has been decided to hold the Henry Johnson Com

memoration Dinner at Birm ingham  this year as usual. 
The news will be welcomed by those who feel that, as far 
as possible, the wheels of the Exercise shall be kept turn
ing, and following, as it w ill, upon the dinner at Bristol 
to-morrow, and other sim ilar events elsewhere, it is en
couraging to think that ringers are able to relax for a few 
hours from the strain which inevitably must be constantly 
borne in these anxious days. Festivities must, obviously, 
be more restrained, but there is no reason why old friends 
should not seize an opportunity to meet once more, and to 
honour a memory so great as that which preserves the 
name of Henry Johnson. Indeed, at a time like this, 
the celebration has, we think, a special significance. In 
events such as this, and the Bristol United R in gin g Guilds’ 
gathering to-morrow, it is not the festivities themselves 
that m a tter; it is the feeling of friendship which prompts 
these functions, and the atmosphere of comradeship and 
goodwill that pervades the gatherings that really makes 
them valuable. They are occasions which reflect the 
spirit of the Exercise and, as such, serve a most useful 
purpose. In these disturbed days, however, they also mark 
a determination to carry on in the face of adversity ; they 
show a confidence which is an encouragement to the 
w averers and should be a tonic to the pessim ists. If there 
should be any lack of numbers it will not be through want 
of enthusiasm, but rather due to the conditions of the 
times, which have imposed a black-out and curtailed 
transport. It  m ay happen that the course of the w ar 
may m ake it impossible to hold these gatherings for a 
period in the future, but for our part we welcome the in
tention of those responsible for the dinners this year. 
W e, in this country, have not yet felt the brunt of the 
conflict, and it will be time enough to suspend activities 
when that course is forced upon us. In the meantime 
everything that reason and prudence suggest should be 
done to maintain the life of the E xercise and keep the 
w ay open for a full resumption of activities as quickly as 
circumstances permit.

The Johnson dinner holds a place of special importance. 
It is a national event, as well as being alw ays one of the 
most enjoyable of all the social functions of this kind or
ganised by ringers for ringers. The dinner originated 
from a celebration arranged by the late S ir Arthur Hey- 
wood to honour Johnson in his lifetime. This w as on the 
occasion of Joh nson ’s eightieth birthday, and the old man 
did not live to see another anniversary. Earlier than this 
his personal friends had more than once celebrated his 

(Continued on page 26.)
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birthday with peal and feast, but it w as S ir Arthur Hey- 
wood whose influence raised the event to one of national 
interest, and ever since the year 1889 the occasion has 
drawn together in Birm ingham  a representative gathering 
of ringers. F ew  there are now who can remember Henry 
Johnson in the flesh, but his memory remains, and while 
in these days, perhaps, the sceptical m ay say it is only 
an excuse for holding the dinner, yet the fact remains 
that the spirit of H enry Johnson is not lost in B irm ing
ham. H e left his impress on St. M artin ’s Society, and 
the influence of high endeavour which he exerted has 
animated the men that have followed him. The same 
spirit is more necessary now than ever, and for this 
reason the holding of the commemoration dinner in this 
first year of the w ar should be a reminder to all who need 
such prompting, that the future of ringing depends upon 
the service they g ive  to-day.

ST, M ARY LE TOW ER SOCIETY.
W A R  IN TER RU PTS SUCCESSFUL Y E A R  AT IPSW ICH .

The annual meeting o f St. Mary-le-Tower Society, Ipswich, was held 
on Sunday, January 7th, there being now no practice on Tuesday 
evenings.

B efore commencing the business the company stood in silence for 
a few moments, on the recom m endation o f the chairman, to the 
memory o f the late Mr. Ernest F. P oppy, a highly esteemed member 
o f the society.

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: Master, 
Charles J. Sedgley; Deputy Master, W illiam  Tillett. All the other 
officers were re-elected en bloc.

The Secretary, in his report, stated that during the eight months 
to the end o f August seven peals were rung on St. Mary-le-Tower 
bells, viz., three o f Cambridge Surprise Maximus, two of York Sur
prise Maximus, one o f Superlative Surprise Maximus and one of 
Stedman Cinques. (They totalled 36,687 changes. In  addition there 
were rung courses o f Surprise Maximus, Cambridge (20), Superlative 
(12), Y ork  (15), Bedford (4) and New Cambridge (3), and touches 
o f Duffield and Forward Maximus, making 28,800 changes o f Maximus. 
There were also 4,213 changes o f Stedm an and Grandsire Cinques, 
24 courses o f Y ork  Surprise Royal, 15 of Cambridge, five o f Bedford 
and 2,520 changes in other Royal methods (a  total of 18,360 changes 
o f Royal), 4,304 changes o f Surprise and other M ajor methods, and 
2,758 changes o f Grandsire and Stedman Triples. The aggregate 
number o f changes rung during this period was thus 95,122, not in
cluding failures in peals and touches.

Commenting on Y ork  Surprise Maximus, the Hon. Secretary said 
the fact that the first course was rung on January 10th and the first 
peal on February 11th showed what an easy m ethod it was to ring. 
I t  had t-lii advantage o f being m ore musical than other Surprise 
methods, excepting those with extending leads at bobs. On July 30th 
the first course o f Bedford Surprise Maximus was rung, and on August 
5th the second peal o f Y ork  Surprise Maximus was accomplished. In 
addition to the peals at St. M ary-le-Tower, a peal of London Surprise 
M ajor was rung at Ufford, Suffolk, conducted by  F. W . Rogers, 5,088 
Double Norwich Court Bob M ajor a t Hollesley, Suffolk, conducted by
C. J. Sedgley (the first in the m ethod on the bells), and a  peal of 
Cam bridge Surprise Maximus at Great Yarm outh on August Bank 
Holiday, conducted by  C. J . Sedgley.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
MEETING OF THE D E R B Y  D ISTR IC T.

The annual general meeting o f the Derby District was held at St 
Andrew’s, Derby, on Saturday last. The bells were available for  ring
ing from  2 to 4 p.m. only, owing to police restrictions, and this fact 
probably affected the attendance, which was below the average. The 
methods rung were Cambridge Minor, Stedman Triples, Kent Royal, 
Double Norwich, Cambridge M ajor, Grandsire Caters and Stedman 
Caters.

A t the business meeting which followed, Mr. Jack Bailey was re
elected chairman, Mr. W illiam  Lancaster re-elected secretary and Mr. 
James P agett and Mr. W ilfred  Buxton elected to serve on the 
committee.

I t  was decided to hold the next monthly m eeting at Duffield on 
February 10th. Votes o f thanks to the officials for their services 
during the past year were m oved by Mr. S. W alklate, seconded by 
Mr. Ben Barker and carried unanimously. The officials replied, saying 
they would continue to give o f their best. The secretary moved a 
very hearty vote o f thanks to the V icar for the use o f the hells and 
to Mr. Charlie H art, a veteran o f St. Andrew’s band, for  having all 
in readiness. Short touches on handbells brought the m eeting to a 
close
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EIGHT BELL PEALS.
M ILN RO W , LAN CASH IRE.

TH E  L A N CA SH IR E ASSOCIATION.
On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Two Hours and F ifty-F ive Minutes, 

A t  t h e  P a r is h  C h u r c h ,
A P E A L  O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  B O B  M A J O R ,  508S C H A N G E S ;  

T en or i 8| cwt.
' D e n n is  H o l l o s   Treble

H a r o l d  H a m e r .......................  2
Jo h n  M e a d o w c r o f t , ju n . 3
F r a n k  R e y n o l d s  ................. 4

C om p osed  by  A . C r a v e n .
First peal in the method.

S k l w y n  H . D b a r d e n   5
I v a n  K a y  .................................  6
H a r r y  B y r o m  .......................  7
A l b e r t  B u c k l e y ........................Tencr

C onducted by H a r r y  B y r o m . 
First peal o f M ajor as conductor. 

Arranged and rung as a farewell peal to the conductor, who was 
leaving to join H is M ajesty’s Navy.

HERSHAM , SU RR EY .
TH E G U ILDFORD DIOCESAN GU ILD.

(C h e r t s b y  D is t r ic t .)
On Saturday, January 13, 1940, in Three Hours,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . P e t e r .
A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

P a r k e r ’ s T w e l v e - p a r t .
E r n e s t  M o r e y ..............

• E d w a r d  A r m s t r o n g . . .  
J oh n  B. H e s s b y  

'H e r b e r t  C o lc o m b e . . .

T en or 8 cwt, 
T G e o r g e  C u r t is  ...
{ E d w a r d  C o l c o m b e  

W il l ia m  S im m o n d s  
H e r b e r t  B a t t y . . .

— 5
... 6 
. . .  7 
...Tenor

.Treble
:. 2

• 3
,. 4

C onducted b y  W il l ia m  S im m o n d s .
* First peal o f Triples on a working bell, f  F irst peal. { First 

peal o f Triples. First peal o f Grandsire as conductor. This is the 
first, peal ill the district by resident Chertsey District members.

HANDBELL PEALS.
B R A IN T R E E , E S S E X .

TH E  ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, January 6, 1940, in Two Hours and Twenty-Four Minutes, 

A t  19, H o w a r d  R o a d ,
A P E A L  O F  B O B  M A J O R ,  5056 C H A N G E S ;

Tenor size 15 in  C.
C h r is t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  1-2 I L e w is  W . W if f e n  ............... 5-6
B a s il  R b d g w e l l .......................  3-4 | A l b e r t  W i f f b n ......................... 7-8

C o m p o s e d  b y  W . A y r b . C o n d u cte d  b y  C . W . W o o l l e y .
B U R T O N -O N -S T A T H E R , L IN C O L N S H IR E .

THE LIN CO LN  DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, January 6, 1940, in Two Hours and Twenty-Three Minutes, 

A t  T r e n t w o o d ,
A  P E A L  O F  B O B  M A J O R ,  5056 C H A N G E S |

M r s . J. B r a y  ........................ 1-2 I Jack B r a y  ...............................  5-6
R u p e r t  R i c h a r d s o n   3-4 | M r s . R . R i c h a r d s o n   7-8

C o m p o s e d  b y  F . B e n n e t t . C o n d u c te d  b y  R . R ic h a r d s o n .
M A R P L E , C H E S H IR E .

TH E CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sunday, January 7, 1940, in Two Hours and Eight Minutes,

I n t h e  B e l f r y  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,
A P E A L  O F BOB M IN O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Being seven extents called differently. Tenor size 14 in D.
Jo c e l y n  B . G a r d in e r  . . .  1-2 | C . K e n n e t h  L e w is  .............. 3-4

I v a n  B . G a r d in e r  .............. 5-6
C o n d u c te d  b y  C . K e n n e t h  L e w i s .

M ARPLE, CHESHIRE.
TH E CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sunday, January 14, 1940, in Two Hours and F ifty-Tw o Minutes,
I n t h e  B e l f r y  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,

A P E A L  O F  B O B M A J O R ,  5072 C H A N G E S ;
Tenor size 15 in O.

•Jo h n  A n t h o n y  B e a u m o n t  1-2 | C . K e n n e t h  L e w is  .............  5-6
Jo c e l y n  B G a r d in e r  . . .  3-4 | I v An B . G a r d in e r  .............. 7-8

C o m p o s e d  and C o n d u cte d  b y  C . K e n n e t h  L e w i s .
* First peal o f M ajor. First peal o f M ajor ‘ in hand ’ by all the 

band. First peal in the method as conductor. This composition is 
now rung for the first time. Rung for the wedding o f Mr. H . B. 
Adshead. o f Dulwich, to Miss M. H. Gordon, which took place on tile 
8th inst.

THE N.U.T.S. OUT AGAIN.
V ISIT  TO O X FO RD SH IRE AND BER K SH IRE  TOW ERS.

A fter a long enforced idleness, the opportunity occurred on Boxing 
Day for a limited return to activity by some or the members o f the 
National Union o f Tower Snatchers who had taken part in the long 
summer tours by cycle. The mode o f transport this time was, how
ever, different. M obile units were employed, as the cycling range 
from  London had by now been ‘ wiped off the m ap /

It  had been planned to start at Aston Rowant, Oxon, but news 
that these bells were unringable led the party of live, in a four
seater car from  Uxbridge, to proceed to the neighbouring village of 
Chinnor. The Rector readily granted permission to ring, but the 
ringing was limited to the back five, as the sixth m ember o f the 
party, Bill Stote, o f Coventry, had not heard of the change o f pro
gramme. However, it must have made the villagers 6it up and take 
notice, for it was learnt that the bells had not been rung up for a 
year.

Lewknor was the next p ort o f call, and while the ambassador, the 
Rev. K. C. Davis, o f Bristol, visited a large house that looked like 
the Vicarage, the rest had a look round the church. The visits were, 
however, unsuccessful as far as ringing was concerned, for it trans
pired that the Vicar actually lived in the next village, while, of the 
five bells in the tower, two were found to be without ropes. All that 
had been gained by the visit was a glass o f ‘ something warm ’ for 
the ambassador!

Other towers on the program m e had been successfully booked, and 
the first of these, Iffley, was reached at the scheduled time of noon. 
The visit to  this out-of-the-way village would have been well worth 
while without the ringing, for the church is a real gem, being almost 
wholly o f unspoilt Norman work with a fine central tower. After a 
thorough inspection o f the building, the tourists climbed the tower 
and rang Cambridge and Plain Bob on the medium-weight peal of 
six, while Bill concluded with a hymn tune on the chiming apparatus.

I t  was decided to go on to the next calling place before stopping 
for lunch, and after a long detour of Oxford under the misguidance 
o f those who should have known better, the village o f Marston was 
eventually reached. Here a suitable place ‘ within the meaning o f the 
act * was found "without difficulty, and ‘ light refreshments ’ were soon 
disposed of. B y  1.30 p.m . the party were at the little Parish Church, 
and soon the pleasant light peal o f five were sending out their Christ
mas peal, as the Vicar described it when he came in to see the 
visitors. Apparently the bells had not been rung since one o f the 
other branches o f the N .U .T .S . had m ade an excursion to the church 
on cycles some months previously. In  fact, the V icar thought it  was 
the same band paying a second visit, but he evidently didn’t  know 
the rules!

W olverton was the next stopping place, and here there was again a 
welcome by the Vicar. Cambridge and Kent were rung on this light six 
(tenor cwt.) before heading for the city, to visit St. Cross’ , Holywell, 
to ring Oxford and Plain Bob on the pleasant peal of six. Ringing 
at this ancient church takes place under rather unusual conditions, the 
ropes coming down- im mediately inside the main west door, while the 
circle is open to the church on three sides.

The fine heavy six at Cumnor, Berks, was the last peal booked for 
the day and the party were augmented on arrival by the Rev. M. 
Melville, who had come on after a peal a t Sutton Courtenay. The 
downstair ringing chamber was found to be pitch dark and the hang
ing oil lamp was brought into use. The weird shadows thrown by 
this, and the fact that only the lower parts o f the ringers opposite 
were visible, due to the huge home-made hood on the light, must 
have put the ringers off their stroke, for i€  took three attempts to 
knock off a course o f Cambridge. I t  was well past four o ’ clock when 
ringing finished and the visitors began to consider their next move.

The close proxim ity o f the ten-hell tower o f Appleton decided the 
issue, but they were unlucky, for though they claimed to have sufficient 
influence among the company do do most things, there proved a limit 
to the abilities o f the party. N ot only was it by  now past black-out 
time, but the bells o f this famous tower had hardly been rung since 
war started, so the hour seemed hardly opportune to break the silence 
o f the peaceful village.

Thus there was nothing for it  but to close down at an hour when 
norm ally things would just be getting warmed up, and hope for better 
times iri the New Year, when cycles are likely to come into their own 
again as the method of transport. Unfortunately, though, much is 
likely to depend on Mr. H itler. R . D.

C O N G R A T U LA T IO N S ON A ST O N  B R O A D C A ST .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,— Congratulations to the Sunday service band at Aston 
Parish Church, who broadcast excellent twelve-bell ringing previous 
to the 9.30 a.m. service on Sunday morning, December 24th. I t  was 
a very pleasant surprise, as there had been no announcement in ‘ The 
Radio Times ’ or public Press, and I  find the Aston band were in
form ed they could ring for this service almost at the last moment. 
The touch, a bob course o f Grandsire Cinques, was rung by F. Price 1, 
A. Short 2, G. Swann 3, R . Shepherd 4. G. Mitcliieson 5, R . Ingram 
6 , W . Pettigrew 7, W . Best 8 , F. Rishworth 9, A. Rainey 10, W . 
Davies 11, A. Pettigrew 12.

ALBERT W ALKER.
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ST. MARTIN’S GUILD.
JOHNSON D IN N E R TO BE H ELD.

The annual meeting o f St. M artin’s Guild for  the Diocese of Bir
mingham was held at headquarters, the Tamworth Arms, M oor Street, 
on Saturday, January 6tli. The tower o f St. M artin’s having Deen 
effectively blacked out, ringing was perm itted from  5 p.m . to 6 p .m ., 
during which time several good touches were brought round, including 
three courses o f Stedman Cinques.

In  the absence of the Master, Alderman J. S. Pritchett, the vice- 
president, Mr. Albert W alker, occupied the chair at the business meet
ing. Apologies for absence were announced from  the Master, 
Councillor A. Paddon Smith, Messrs. E. T. Allaway and J. Preston.

The Chairman announced the death o f Mr. W . H . Hall, o f Sutton 
Coldfield, which occurred during Christmas week. He had been a 
ringer for many years and his passing was a  loss to the Guild and 
particularly to the Parish Church at Sutton Coldfield. All present 
stood for a  moment as a last mark o f respect.

The following new members were elected: Mr. W alter G. Chaplin, 
o f Hall Green, as a full ringing member, and Mr. John Ashton, of 
Streetly, and Mr. J. Eric Pickering, of Four Oaks, as country members.

Mr. W. Davies gave a hearty welcome to the Guild to hold the 
next quarterly m eeting at Aston. In spite o f rationing and other 
restrictions, he promised, on behalf o f the Aston Parish Church 
ringers, to do all possible to make the visit enjoyable. The proposi
tion was seconded by Mr. F. Price and agreed to with acclamation.

It  was decided to postpone consideration o f holding bi-quarterly 
meetings until the next quarterly meeting. The hon. treasurer, in 
presenting the annual balance sheet, pointed out that although sub
scriptions received were rather less than in the previous year, expenses 
had also been reduced somewhat. Owing to the present difficult times, 
the peal book had not been -written up for the previous year and so 
there was no item for peal booking in the accounts. This matter 
would have attention at an early date. He had pleasure in presenting 
the accounts, which showed an increased balance in hand of £ 8.—The 
auditors gave their report and the accounts were adopted on the 
proposition o f Mr. G. F. Swann, seconded by Mr. D. T . Matkin.

The president and vice-presidents were re-elected. The lion, secre
tary, in proposing the re-election o f Alderm an J. S. Pritchett as 
Master, said that although the Alderman was not now able' to come 
amongst them as he used to do, he fe lt  sure it  was the desire o f every 
member that he should continue as Master o f the Guild, and although 
absent from  them, yet he was still as keenly interested as ever in its 
welfare.— This was seconded by Mr. W . C. Dowding and was carried 
unanimously.— The secretary was instructed to write the Alderman 
expressing their good wishes and congratulations on having reached 
his 85th birthday.

THE R IN G IN G  M ASTERSHIP.
The next item  was the election o f Ringing Master. The secretary 

pointed out that Mr. F. E. Haynes had been evacuated with his school 
at the outbreak o f the war. A t the last quarterly meeting Mr. 
Haynes wrote a letter tendering his resignation, which the members de
cided not to accept, but to defer consideration until the annual meeting. 
Mr. Haynes, who was present, said that as he was likely to be away for 
an indefinite period, lie thought he ought to hand in his resignation. 
A t the moment he had no idea when he would be back in Birmingham, 
certainly not before the end of September. His personal wish -was 
to remain in office, and should the members decide to re-elect him. 
in spite o f his disability, he would, of course, attend whenever possible.

Mr. G. F. Swann said that in view o f the fact that ringing would 
have to be considerably curtailed, and that Mr. Haynes had promised 
to attend when possible, he had pleasure in proposing his re-election.— 
This was seconded by Mr. Fred Price and carried unanimously.

The trustees, O .uncillor A. Paddon Smith and Mr. E. T . Allaw ay; 
the auditors, Messrs. Jonathan Preston and Fred P rice ; and the 
librarian, Mr. G. F. Swann, were unanimously re-elected.

The Chairman (Mr. A lbert W alker), in proposing the re-election o f 
Mr. T. H . Reeves as secretary and treasurer, said that Mr. Reeves 
always carried out his duties efficiently and with dignity and honour 
to the Guild.— Mr. S. O’C. Holloway seconded the proposal, which 
was carried unanimously. Mr. Reeves expressed thanks to the mem
bers for their continued confidence and support.

Some discussion took place as to whether the H enry Johnson Com
memoration Dinner should be held as usual or just an inform al lunch 
at midday. The secretary reported that he had provisionally reserved 
the Connaught Room  at the Im perial Hotel as usual, but had notified 
the manager that possibly the usual function would not take place.

Mr. F. E. Pervin proposed and Mr. W . C. Dowding seconded that 
the dinner take place as usual on Saturday, March 2nd, commencing 
at 5 p.m ., and, on being put to the meeting, was carried. After 
further discussion it  was decided to have the usual entertainment after 
dinner and invite guests as previously, including the Lord Mayor and 
Ladv Mayoress, and to invite the vice-president, Mr. Councillor A. 
Paddon Smith, to occupy the chair.

Under the item * Any other business,’ Mr. W alker called attention 
to the various attempts that had been made in various parts o f the 
country to stop the ringing of bells even for Sunday services. In 
Birmingham the Chief Constable had stopped ringing at the Cathe
dral on one Sunday and at Aston the recent broadcast had nearly been 
prevented. I t  was only by taking the articles which had appeared in 

(Continued in next column.)

WINCHESTER DISTRICT RINGING.
M IL IT A R Y  SERVICE MEMBERS’ CONTRIBUTIONS.

The annual m eeting o f the W inchester District o f the W inchester 
and Portsm outh Diocesan Guild was held at St. M aurice’ s Hall, W in
chester, on January 6th, and was presided over by the Rev. N . C. 
W oods, M .A ., M us.Rac., V icar o f St. John’s, Notting Hill, London 
(chairman o f the district). H e was supported by the hon. secretary 
and treasurer (Mr. W . G. Goodchild), while am ong those present were 
the Master o f the Guild (Mr. George W illiams), the general secretary 
(M r. F. W . Rogers), Mr. W ilfred  Andrews (captain o f the Cathedral 
ringers), Canon and Miss Andrewes, etc. Several apologies for  absence 
were received.

Before commencement o f business the Chairman paid tribute to the 
m emory o f the late Mr. J. W . Elkins, form erly Dean’s verger, who, 
over a long period, had done so much for the Guild, and whose many 
sterling qualities had endeared him to all w ith whom he cam e in 
touch. A t the request o f the chairman, members stood for  a few 
moments in silence.

Arising out o f the minutes of the last annual district m eeting, a 
report o f the proceedings o f the sub-committee, form ed for the purpose 
o f appointing an honorary secretary and treasurer, was read. The 
secretary also reported that, in accordance with a resolution upon the 
subject, an estimate of the cost o f laying cocoa-fibre m atting in the 
Cathedral belfry was duly obtained; that the work had been carried 
out, and that there was now a small balance o f 14s. remaining on 
this particular account. In  connection with that balance it was pro
posed by Mr. Newnliam and seconded by Mr. W illiams that it should 
be le ft in the hands o f the secretary and Mr. Andrews to spend in 
the Cathedral belfry as they thought fit.

The secretary's annual report was read and adopted.
SE CR ETA RY’S REPO RT.

In  the course o f his report, the Hon. Secretary said an immediate 
result o f the outbreak o f war in Septem ber last’ was an almost com 
plete cessation o f ringing activities throughout the country ; meetings 
everywhere were cancelled, practices ceased, and even Sunday service 
ringing was forbidden in certain areas. I t  looked, in those early 
days o f the war, as if ringers were going to have a difficult time, but 
the atmosphere o f tension and expectation gradually gave way to one 
o f quieter confidence, with the result that recently there has been a 
revival o f activity, and endeavours are being made to revert as nearly 
as possible, where circumstances perm itted, to normal procedure. The 
most im portant contribution towards this revival was the exception 
o f the use o f church and chapel bells from  any restriction by virtue 
o f the Control o f Noise Order, 1939. I t  had been m ade clear that 
bells m ight continue to be used in the customary manner, namely, for 
Sunday service ringing, festivals, practices, meetings and peals o f 
normal length, subject always, o f course, to compliance with 1 black
out ’ restrictions and to the exigency o f the particular time or district. 
In  W inchester they had been fortunate to ring, not only as usual on 
Sundays, on the royal anniversaries and on Christmas Eve and m orn
ing, but also to ring the old year out and the new in. The chief 
aim now must be the maintenance o f Sunday service ringing, and in 
so doing ringers should feel that they were playing their part in the 
call o f the Church to service and prayer.

A fter giving details o f the quarterly meetings, the report went on 
to refer to the passing, in July last, o f their old friend and life 
member, Mr. J . W . Elkins. His keenness upon all matters relating 
to the Guild and to ringers was still fresh in the minds o f all of 
them, and they remem bered with grateful thanks all that he did to 
prom ote interest in ringing. They would miss his sound advice and 
good company.

In conclusion, the secretary expressed warmest thanks to all tlic. 
honorary and ringing members for  their interest and support and to 
all incumbents who had so willingly and kindly granted the Guild 
the use o f their bells.

The balance sheet was read and its adoption proposed by Mr. 
Andrews, seconded by Mr. Melville. The secretary drew attention to 
the balance now in hand, namely, £25 7s. 6d., and suggested the invest
m ent o f part o f this sum in National Savings Certificates. I t  was 
thereupon proposed by Mr. W illiams and seconded by Mr. Andrews

("Continued on next page.)

ST . M A R T I N S  G U IL D .
(Continued from  previous column.)

‘ The Ringing W orld  ’ and Mr. Fletcher’ s correspondence with the 
Hom e Office to the Chief Constable that convinced him he had no 
authority to stop the bells, provided the ringing chamber was 
effectively blacked out. He considered the best thanks o f the Exercise 
were due to the Editor o f ‘  The R inging W orld ’ and to Mr. Fletcher, 
hon. secretary o f tire Central Council, for their efforts in this connec
tion. Mr. Fred Price confirmed Mr. W alker’ s remarks with regard 
to the broadcast; in fact, it was not until 8.30 on the Sunday m orning 
o f the broadcast that it was finally decided to allow it. Mr. W alker, 
referring to the broadcast, congratulated the Aston ringers on the 
progress they had made in such a short time and the excellent ringing 
they put over: it was a delight to listen to.

Mr F„ W . Rishworth called attention to members serving with the 
Forces, and proposed that they should be relieved from paying sub
scriptions whilst serving. This was seconded by Mr. F. Price and 
carried unanimously.
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that a proportion o f such balance be dealt with in that way, the 
amount to be left to the discretion o f the secretary and treasurer.

Mr. Melville raised the question o f remission o f subscriptions due 
from  ringing members who were serving their country in H.M . Forces, 
and after some discussion it was form ally proposed by Mr. Long and 
seconded by Mr. Bullen, and carried unanimously, ‘ That for the dura
tion o f war subscriptions due to the Guild by ringing members of 
the W inchester District who are serving in 'H.M. Forces shall be 
rem itted.’

The Secretary asked that tower captains should notify  him as soon 
as possible o f the names, and particulars o f units, etc., o f any members 
o f their bands to whom the foregoing resolution would apply.

T hs following honorary members were elected: Lt.-Col. E. A. 
Dickinson and Miss Dickinson, W inchester; Mr. J. H . Gray, W onston, 
and the Rev. M. Wilkinson, Rector o f Stockbridge.

I t  was decided to make endeavours to hold quarterly meetings as 
usual this year, and the following towers and dates were agreed to : 
Hursley, April 6th ; King’ s Somborne, June 8th ; and W onston and 
Barton Stacey, September 7th.

When the election o f officers for 1940 was reached, the Chairman 
said he felt that he must reluctantly tender his resignation, because, 
much as he had enjoyed being chairman, and was still enjoying it, he 
was afraid that the district would find him o f little use now that he 
was living in London. He could not promise to get down to all the 
meetings, and he thought it would be in the interests o f the district 
to elect another chairman.

Mr. Andrews spoke enthusiastically o f the work done bv the chair
man on behalf o f the district, and o f the great interest which he had 
always taken in their affairs. As a successor had not yet been found, 
he proposed that the chairman be asked to carry 011 for  the time 
being.— This was seconded by Mr. Tremeer and carried unanimously.

In reply, the Chairman said that he was quite willing to  ̂ continue 
to serve for the time being, but would be quite ready to retire grace
fully as soon as a successor had been found.

Other district officers were re-elected as follows : H on. secretary and 
treasurer, Mr. W . G. Goodcliild; hon. auditor, Mr. G. Sm ith; repre
sentatives, Mr. W . Andrews and Mr. H . Newnham.

The usual vote o f thanks concluded the business meeting, and mem
bers adjourned for tea.

Prior to the meeting the Guild service had been held in the Cathe
dral (by kind permission o f the Dean and Chapter), at which the Rev. 
N . C. W oods (chairman) gave the address. His subject was ‘ The 
Epiphany,’ w ith which he dealt in a most interesting way by question 
and answer.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .
SOUTHAM PTON D ISTRICT.

The annual meeting o f the Southampton District was held a t St. 
M ary’ s, Southampton, on Saturday, when there was an attendance of 
24 from  seven towers, which, in view o f the black-out and other 
difficulties, was satisfactory. Ringing in various methods, from  Grand
sire Doubles to London M ajor and Stedman Caters, took place during 
the afternoon on the fine ring o f ten bells.

Mr. G. W illiams presided at the business meeting. The secretary 
reported an average year’s work, the financial position being good 
and membership maintained.

All the district officers were re-elected, and meetings were pro
visionally arranged as fo llow s: Upham, March 16tli; Dibden, M ay 
18th; Lockerley, July 20th; Netley Abbey, Septem ber 21st; annual 
at Southampton, January 11th, 1941. It  was le ft to the secretary to 
make the best arrangement possible for teas at the meetings.

A resolution was passed that it be a recommendation to the annual 
general meeting : ‘ That for the duration of war subscriptions due 
from  members serving with H .M . Forces be rem itted.’

D E A T H  O F  M R . A  W A L K E R , O F  P O N T E F R A C T .
F IF T Y  Y E A R S ’ SERVICE AT THE P A RISH  CHURCH.

The Pontefract Parish Church belfry has suffered a big loss by 
the death of Mr. A. W alker, who was buried in Pontefract Cemetery 
on Boxing Day. Prior to a service in All Saints’ Church, conducted 
by the V icar (the Rev. W . Greathorpe), the bells were fully muffled, 
and at the graveside a course o f Grandsire Triples was rung on 
handbells by four o f his old colleagues. A  number o f ringers were 
present, and ringers acted as bearers.

Mr. W alker, who was 70 years o f age, leaves a widow, four sons 
and two daughters in bereavement. Two o f his sons are ringers at 
the Parish Church.

Mr. W alker commenced his ringing career on Boxing D ay 50 years 
ago at All Saints’ Church, and Sunday by Sunday during those long 
years, until a month ago, when he had a slight seizure, he most faith
fully carried out his duties, being always punctual and setting a fine 
example to young ringers.

Mr. W alker was a m ember o f the General Committee o f the Y ork
shire Association. He had rung 109 peals, conducting 12. The presi
dent (the Rev. Canon Marshall) and the general secretary (Mr. 
Leslie W . G. Morris) sent apologies that owing to engagements they 
were unable to be present, at the funeral and paid worthy tribute to 
Mr. W alker’ s services to the association and his native town. J. H . L.

| John Taylor & Co. |
LOUGHBOROUGH.

THE
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B E L F R Y  GOSSIP.
On January 13th; 1772, the Norwich Scholars rang at St. M ichael’s, 

Coslany, 6,048 changes of Im perial the Third M ajor. The first Imperial 
was the composition o f Fabian Stedman and appears in his ‘ Cam- 
panalogia.' I t  is the same as N orfolk Surprise, but with seconds and 
sevenths when the treble is leading and lying. T he am ount o f dodging 
and stagnation is excessive, so attem pts were made to im prove it. 
Im perial the Second lias disappeared. Im perial the Third is the same 
as first Im perial, except that no places are m ade at cross sections.

The method, which is not now considered a ‘ regular ’ one, is rather 
difficult, and though it was printed in the ‘ Clavis ’ and in Ship-way's 
book, only one peal has ever been rung away from  Norwich.

On the same date in 1905 the first peal o f Forw ard Maximus was 
rung at Birmingham. Forward, which was an im itation o f Duffield, 
was introduced by John Carter. I t  was supposed to  have all the good 
musical qualities o f Treble Bob with none o f its defects. Actually 
it  is very monotonous both to ring and to listen to.

On January 14tli, 1899, the Brighton band rang at St. Stephen’s, 
Coleman Street, the first peal o f London Surprise in the City o f 
London. The Burton-oii-Trent men had already rung at Fulham the 
first peal in the M etropolitan area.

James Barham died on January 14th, 1818, a t  the age o f 93.
A peal o f Double Norwich Court B ob M ajor, 6,720 changes, was 

rung at St. M ichael’s, Norwich, on January 15th, 1771, and on January 
18th, 1844, the Norwich Scholars rang their long peal o f Stedman 
Cinques, 7,126 changes.

Both the College Y ouths and the London County Association had 
arranged a m eeting at St. Lawrence Jewry fo r  next Saturday. W c ; 
are now inform ed that both are postponed.

LONDON CHURCHES.
Owing to pressure on our space, the next o f Mr. J. A , Trollope's 

articles on London churches is held over.

T O W E R  SAFETY IN A IR  RAID S.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,— Mr. Chamberlain again reminds us to keep ready and 
steady, and that the storm  m ay burst at any time.

May I  take the opportunity o f pointing out to ringers that ordinary- 
spiral stone stairs have a remarkable natural strength, and that the 
lower portion affords excellent air raid shelter. I  observed evidence 
o f this on visiting France immediately after the last war.

As one o f the district surveyors for  London, I  also noticed, in sur
veying many bom bed buildings, how safe a place was the cupboard, 
under the kitchen stairs (or its equivale... ). This part o f a domestic 
building remained intact, though the rest was in  ruins.

E. A L E X R . YOU N G, A .R .I.B .A ., F .S .I. (retired).

TH E FIRST PEA L O F KEN T M AXIM U S.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—-The m ethod rung by the Cumberlands at Southwark in 
1795 was definitely not Cumberland Exercise, the one referred to by 
Mr. W alker. I t  was a m ethod which could be rung on eight, ten and 
twelve bells, one to which the compositions o f Oxford Treble Bob 
would apply, and one which Sliipway is pretty certain to have included, 
in his book. I f  it  was not Kent, w hat could it  have been?

J. A. TROLLOPE.

O LD  TIM BERS AN D  BELLS.
To the Editor.

Sir,— I noticed the letter about the Bagley fram e o f 1681 still sound 
after 250 years. Here at M artley, W orcestershire, w e have a peal 
o f six by Richard Keene, tenor 14 cwt., all dated 1673, end the date 
is also cut on the fram e, which is still sound after 266 years o f use. 
I t  is just as it  was when made, except that it  was strengthened by 
some vertical bolts and angle plates in the pits o f the two tenors, 
when the bells were quarter turned and given new wheels by Greenleaf 
in 1895. J. F . HASTINGS.

Martley Rectory.

THE FIRST 720 OF STEDMAN MINOR.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I was much interested in the letter from  Mr. E. H . 
Lewis and the reference to the 720 o f Stedman Minor rung on the 
back six a t St. M ichael’s, Garston, Liverpool, in 1905. The exact date 
was December 18th. Mr. Lewis called the bobs and I  took a  rope in 
it, but I  cannot recall who were the rest o f  the baud. I t  was pub
lished i i t h e  1 Bell News,’ and was claimed to  be ‘ the first 720 in the 
method in Lancashire.’ Except for its interesting connection, it  has 
nothing to commend it, as each o f  the smaller bells is kept beh ind  
for quite a  number o f sixes in succession. I  hope ere this Mr. Lewis 
is  out and about again and that he will forgive m e for  b u ttin g  in .

GEORGE R. NEW TON.
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THE LONDON SOCIETIES.
T H E  ‘ B A R R IE R  ’ DEFENDED.

To the Editor.
‘Dear Sir,—I am daring to  make an attack on your leading article 

Of January 12th. There are a few points I  am going to contest.
For a  long tim e now there have appeared articles by  yourself all on 

the same subject, namely, the above. The rule existing between 
College Youths and Cumberlands is always m entioned and attacked, as 
‘ it does nothing to develop friendly rivalry, or even rem otely en
courage the art, etc.’ This is not true. L et us suppose this rule 
were quashed. I  am inclined to think that the usual attendance at 
College Y ouths’ meetings o f about 30 would be considerably increased. 
This would definitely not foster the art. Twelve-bell ringing is not 
easy and the only way to build future bands is to give young men 
weekly touches under very strict masters, and, believe me, they are 
strict, and kind, and masters, in the Ancient Society. A  sudden 
influx o f new members to the London m eetings would not im prove 
the ringing. The Ancient Society, I  believe, prefers to train its junior 
members the way they should go, which would im m ediately come to 
an end when ringers with their own ideas o f ringing and striking 
twelve bells suddenly put in an appearance.

The next thing attacked is tradition, put by you as ‘ a  hollow m yth 
and what was good enough for  grandad, etc.’ W ell, i f  the standard 
of striking at College Y ouths’ meetings is a result o f tradition and
came down from  grandad, as I  believe it  did, I ’m  going in for  all
the 1 tradition ’ I  can find.

Y ou  are quite right about the new generation o f ringers in London, 
but I ’m  not so sure o f this ‘ new structure ’ you often talk about or 
the ‘ immense field o f expansion.’ I  am not sure o f the figures, but 1  
think it  is about 23 peals in the city and 80 peals in three square
miles_ o f the city. This, I  take it, is your field o f expansion. Just
imagine all those being rung 011 a Sunday. The few  housemen and 
caretakers would wonder why they had been so blessed! W h at a  
waste o f man power on nothing, because after all we do ring for  a 
purpose, that is to call people to church. In other words, we are 
perform ing a sendee to God, and so it  should certainly be  o f the best, 
especially in regularity and striking. W ould it  not be a  greater 
service to the Church to  encourage the building o f towers to  contain 
bells to the many new churches being built, instead o f continually 
a.ppealmg to ringers to ring in a city that is alm ost em pty oil people.

I t  has occurred to me that, perhaps, some cause o f discontent 
about the society’ s rules is caused by elder members encouraging 
young boys to join  this society or that before they have the know ledge 
or discretion to think for  themselves as to  which is m ore advantageous 
to their skill.

Please remember that I  anvjsply an ordinary m ember o f the Ancient 
Society, and in no way amjuTexpressing official view s; on tlae other 
hand, although your views are expressed as your own, th e y  are at 
the same tim e through the eyes o f a Cumberland.

A. H A R O L D  W O R B O Y S.
Barking, Essex.

W e are very glad to publish Mr. W orboys’ letter, repres enting a 
view opposed to our leading article. W e are always pleased to  print 
other people’s opinions on ringing m atters, i f  reasonably e xpressed, 
even though we disagree with them. All we w ant to say at t'kis point, 
however, is that the article in our last issue was written wit] a n o bias 
fo r  one or other o f the two old London societies. I t  would n ot have 
been different had the Editor been a member o f the Colleg© Y ouths 
instead o f the .Cumberlands.

R U L E  TH A T D ID  CREDIT TO NO ONE.
Dear Sir,— I  read witlp interest your leading article and recent 

references to London ringing and to the rule regarding m em bership 
o f  the College Y ouths and Cumberlands.

I  must agree that the rule seems to serve no useful purpose now, 
but I  do not think rescinding it  will result in the startling im prove
m ent in London ringing which we are led to expect.

M y own experience has been that, so far as Sunday ringing is con
cerned, some members o f both societies ring together in  p erfect har
m ony quite often, and it  will require m ore than an a ltera tion  o f rule 
to increase the number that do this.

Older ringers, who have been members o f a society fo r  a. num ber 
o f years, will stick to the society o f their choice, and, speaking as 
one o f the younger school, I  can say m y experience is tha.t the  younger 
ringers are not at all concerned about old rules and get along together 
very well.

The only sphere in which the removal o f the ban mig ht h ave some 
effect is in peal ringing, although this is doubtful, as mo>st o f L ondon ’s 
peal rir.gers ring peals together fo r  other societies.

N o, I  don’ t  think rescinding a couple o f rules is  going to  make 
m uch difference to London ringing, although I  hope th is  view  o f mine 
will not lead anyone to believe I am defending a rule w hich apparently  
did credit to no one when it  was made.

There are m any things connected with ringing in the M etropolis 
which require careful consideration, and although th is  con’ broversial 
rule is one o f them, it  is by  no means the prim ary o’ ne, to m y idea.

The Utopian ringing city which Brown dreamed o f is certain ly 
something to be. hoped for, and I  would suggest that Brown, lias an
other dream and tells us how to achieve it. Best wistieR fo r  1940.

J,. E. B A IL E Y .

THE LATE MR. ALFRED PYE.
M E M B E R  O F  A  F A M O U S R IN G IN G  F A M IL Y . 

Distinguished Arm y Service.
The late Mr. A lfred  Pye, whose death was recently recorded, was 

born 011 January 13th, 1861, at Cliadwell Heath, Essex, and was the 
eldest o f the four famous ringing brothers, the others heing W illiam, 
Ernest and G eorge R obert, the last named being now the sole sur
vivor o f the quartette.

Mr. A lfred P ye first learned to handle a bell a t St. Jam es’ Church, 
L ittle  Heath (now demolished), and rang his first peal, Grandsire

Triples, at All Saints’ , 
W rittle, Essex, on May 
29tli, 1882. Several peals 
o f Grandsire and Treble 
Bob followed until Novem 
ber 11th, 1885, when he en
listed in the R .F .A . and in. 
1887 embarked for India.. 
H e did not return to Eng
land until 1896. In  18991 
his battery em barked for 
South Africa, where Staff- 
Sergeant Pye, after being 
present at the relief o f ’ 
Ladysmith and many other 
engagements, was men
tioned in despatches and 
awarded the D.C.M . for 
gallantry. In  this connec
tion  he had the privilege 
o f shaking hands with 
General Buller and Lord 
Kitchener.

H aving completed 25 
years 62 days (including 10  
years abroad), he ter
m inated his service in 1911 
with the rank o f first class 
warrant officer, being dis
charged with an exemplary 
character. His awards
w e r e : Queen’s Medal
(South Africa) with six 
clasps; K ing’s Medal
(South Africa) with two

T H E  L A T E  MR. A L F R E D  P Y E .  clasps: Distinguished Con
duct M edal (South African 

W a r); Long Service and G ood  Conduct M edal; M eritorious Service 
M ed a l; Mentioned in Despatches, 1901.

H e volunteered for further service in 1914 and he ended his service 
with a final total o f 29 years in the Army.

D uring the period between 1911 and 1914 Mr. Pye devoted himself 
to ringing, returning to his old band at Rom ford. H is peals totalled 
205, m ade up as follows :—  Tower bells Handbells Total Conducted
Grandsire Triples ..................................  19 19 5
Grandsire Caters   1 1
Stedman Triples ..................................  29 1 30 2
Stedm an Caters ...........   18 18
Stedman Cinques ........................   ... 7 7 .
Bob M ajor ..........................................  2 2 1
Treble Bob M ajor ..........................  17 1 18
Treble Bob R o y a l ..................................  4 4
Treble B ob Maximus ...   1 1
Double Norwich M ajor ................... 15 1 16
Superlative Surprise ...   22 1 23
Bristol Surprise ..................................  12 12
London Surprise ..................................  28 28
Cambridge M ajor ...................   16 16
Cam bridge R oyal ..................................  3 3
Cam bridge Maximus ...........   2 2
New Cambridge M ajor ... ... ... 3 3
Spliced London, Bristol, Superlative

and Cambridge     1 1

Total 205
His last peal was one of Double Norwich, rung at R om ford on 

December 1st, 1936. Among liis peals were the first peals ‘ in hand ’ 
by four brothers o f Stedman Triples, K ent Treble Bob M ajor, Double 
Norwich and Superlative Surprise. H e was a regular attendant for 
service ringing a t Rom ford, and, in fact, was ringing for m orning 
service on the Sunday previous to his death on the Tuesday.

H e was for over 50 years a member o f the R oyal Cumberland 
Youths and Essex Associations. H e was also a m ember o f the W in
chester Diocesan Guild, the Kent County Association, the Middlesex 
County Association and the Salisbury Diocesan Guild. H is ringing 
career had extended over a period o f nearly 60 years.

Since leaving the Army Mr. Pye had for the past 28 years resided 
a t Seven Kings. His cheery smile and invaluable willingness to help 
will be sorely missed, and by none m ore than his brother ringers at 
St. Edward’ s, Rom ford.
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NORTH STAFFS ASSOCIATION.
TH E  Y E A R ’S AC TIVITIES.

A  Peal Deleted from the Records.
The annual m eeting o f the North Staffordshire Association was held 

at Stoke-on-Trent. Tea was served in the Church Institute, where 47 
sat down. Ringers came from  Brown Edge, Burslem, Cheadie, JJray- 
cott, Ten ton, Leek, Kingsley, Stone, C tioxeter, Hanley, W olstanton, 
Stafford, Stoke-on-'l'rent and Newcastle.

The Veil. Archdeacon Jt\ Hartill (Hector o f Stoke) extended a hearty 
welcome to the members and said he hoped they would be able to 
meet under better conditions next year.

Mr. J. E. Wlieeldon proposed a vote o f thanks to the Rector ot 
Stoke for the use o f the bells and the very fine tea he had given 
them.—Mr. A. W . Hall supported the m otion.

The business m eeting followed, with the president (Archdeacon 
Hartill) in the chair, supported by M r. Andrew Thom pson (hon. 
secretary).

The comm ittee presented the report o f the hon. secretary, which 
stated that during the year 13 meetings were held, two at ten-bell 
towers, six at eight, and five at six-bell towers. The average attend' 
ance was 36, a decrease o f two per meeting on last year. Only three 
members had attended all the meetings, viz., Messrs. Arthur W. 
H all, Edward Steele and W illiam Perkins, while Messrs. Thomas 
Hurd and Charles H. Page and Mrs. B . V . Miles attended twelve of 
the meetings.

Nineteen peals were rung, which was a decrease o f one on the 
previous year. The number of conductors was 14 and several mem
bers rang their first peal. Among the peals was one o f Minor in 
seven methods at Bucknall to celebrate the 50 years as a bellringer 
o f Mr. W . W heeldon. A  disappointing discussion would undoubtedly 
take place in connection with this peal, as it  was this tower that 
threatened the association with secession in connection with the annual 
dinners, and although the peal was rung under the auspices o f the 
association, the members had carefully considered the paying o f their 
annual subscription, and decided to leave the m atter in abeyance until 
after the war is over. Biddulph tower would not even correspond with 
the secretary over their membership.

The adoption o f the report was moved by Mr. W . Carnwell, sup
ported by Mr. A . D. Steel.

The statement o f accounts was presented and accepted. The total 
balance was £37 7s. 8£d.,' a gain on the year ’ s working o f £2 8s. 8d. 
The finances o f the association had increased in the past four years 
to the extent o f £21 17s. 2£d.

The Eight-Bell R inging Master, in his report, said it  seemed a gr<eat* 
pity that what promised to be a good year in the ringing activities 
o f the association came to a sudden end by the outbreak o f war. 
They did not stand alone in this halt, so by  continuance o f their 
duties to the Church they would be a much prouder body when peace 
came Throughout the year the ringing at m eetings had been o f a 
good standard, the number o f methods rung being never less than 
seven. The only thing he asked was a consideration for better 
striking. Plans for new fields in the association’s peal bands were 
brought to an abrupt end, but it  was gratifying to find m ore first 
pealers, new conductors and ringers breaking into more methods. 
So long as the authorities sanctioned meetings plenty o f good work 
could be done, as more tim e could be devoted to the learners and 
younger members.

The adoption o f the report was m oved by  Mr. W . Carnwell, sup
ported by Mr. E. Steele.

The Rev. S. F . Linsley was elected clerical secretary, Mr. Andrew 
Thompson hon. secretary, Mr. Kenneth Thacker and Mr. Edward 
Steele assistant hon. secretaries, Mr. Arthur W . Hall chairman of 
committee, Mr. Alan D. Steel Ringing M aster for eiglit-bell towers, 
Mr. John E. W heeldon Ringing M aster for six-bell towers, and Mr. 
John G. Cartledge as auditor.

The following list o f meetings was proposed for  1940 : January, New
castle; February, L ongton; March, S ton e ; April, N orton ; May, Leek; 
June, Cheddleton; July, Cheadie R .C . ; August, D raycott; September, 
U ttoxeter; October, Tunstall; Noveanber, H anley; and December, 
Stoke-on-Trent.

The hon. secretary was empowered to purchase both a large and a 
smaller peal book, and it was decided that the renewing o f the mem
bership cards be shelved for  the present.

On the proposition o f Mr. W . Cairnwell, seconded by  Mr. W . P. 
Deane, the peal o f Minor rung a t Bucknall on Friday, July 14th, 1939, 
was deleted from  the association’s records on account o f the ringers’ 
secession from  the association.

A  vote o f thanks was also accorded to the officers for  their services 
during the past year.

A fter the minutes o f the com m ittee had been passed, Mr. C. H . 
Page proposed a vote o f thanks to the Editor o f * The R inging W orld  ’ 
for the m eeting reports he had published during the year.

Mr. W . P . Deane proposed and Mr. Andrew Thompson seconded that 
members, on joining the Forces, shall retain their membership for 
the duration o f the war without subscribing.

I t  was also proposed by Mr. J. E. W heeldon, seconded by Mr. D. R . 
W halley, that a ringer having done 50 years’ service as a ringer or 
attained the age o f 70, shall have the pleasure o f becom ing a  life 
honorary member.

A vote o f thanks to the hon. secretary was m oved by Mr. R . S. 
Anderson, and Mr. J. E. W heeldon supported him.

NOTICES.
S O C IE T Y  O F  R O Y A L  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H S . 

— The annual general meeting will be held at St. M ar- 
tin ’s-in-the-Fields on Jan uary  20th, at 4 .30  p.m ., in the 
V estry  H all. Bells available from 2.30  p.m . to 4 p.m. 
O wing to the present conditions no arrangem ents can be 
made for tea at this m eeting.— G. W . Steere, Hon. Sec., 
46, Milton Avenue, Sutton, Surrey.

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Guildford D is
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at Guild
ford on Saturday, Ja n . 20th. H oly Trinity bells (8) 
available 3 to 4 p.m ., St. N ico las’ (10) 3 to 4.30 p.m. and 
during evening. Service at S t. N ico las’ 4 .30  p.m . Tea 
and business meeting at A ye rs ’ H all.— W . F . J .  Cope, 
26, Curling V ale, Onslow V illage, Guildford.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Chester
field D istrict.— Annual district meeting, Eckington, Jan . 
20th. Bells available from 3 p.m. Short service prior 
to business meeting. Election of officers for ensuing 
year.— Sam  Scattergood, ,H on. D is. Sec.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Furness and Lake 
D istrict Branch.— The next practice meeting will be held 
at the Church o f St. M ary M agdalene, Broughton-in- 
Furness, on Saturday, Ja n . 20th. Bells (8) available at
2 .30  p.m . Reports to hand.— N . M. N ewby, Sec., F ur
ness and L ak e  District.

W A R W IC K S H IR E  G U IL D .— The first quarterly 
m eeting of the year is to be held at A llesley, near 
Coventry, on Saturday, Ja n . 20th. Bells available from 
3 to 8 p.m . Business meeting to follow tea. It is 
hoped that there will be a good attendance. There is 
to be a practice meeting at Chilvers Coton on Saturday, 
Jan . 13th , from 7 to 9 p.m . V isitors welcomed.— Mrs.
D. E . Beam ish, Gen. Hon. Sec ., 2 1 ,  G ipsy Lane, 
Nuneaton.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Sonning Deanery 
Branch. —  Annual meeting at W okingham , Saturday, 
Ja n . :20th. Service in S t. P a u l’s Church 3.45 p.m. 
Preacher, R ev . A . P . C arr, M .A . T ea in S t. P au l’s 
P arish  Room  4.30, charge to be announced at the tea. 
Business meeting 5 .15. R in g in g  at both churches from 
2 p.m . till service tim e.— W . J .  Paice, Hon. Sec., M errel, 
California, W okingham .

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Leicester 
D istrict.— The annual meeting will be held on Ja n . 20th. 
St. M arg a ret’s bells (12) will be available from 2 p.m. 
till 5.45 p.m . T ea, is .  6d., followed by the meeting, 
w ill be at the George Hotel, Clock Tow er. P lease note 
that it will be moonlight from about 5 p.m . onw ards.—  
PI. W . Perkins, Hon. D is. Sec.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  D IO C E SA N  
G U I L D .— Portsm outh D istrict.— The annual meeting 
will be held at Portsm outh on Saturday, Jan u ary  20th. 
Cathedral bells (8) available 2 .30  p.m . and after the 
meeting. Service 4.30 p.m. T ea  at 5 p.m . in the Y .M .C .A ., 
H igh Street, followed by business meeting. A ll ringers 
welcome. —F .  W . Rogers, D is. Sec . pro tem., 52 , Sam uel 
Road, Portsm outh.

S U R R E Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Southern D istrict. —  
Annual m eeting will be held at R eigate on Saturday, 
Jan . 20th. R in gin g from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m ., followed bv 
tea ( is . 3d. each) at 6 .15  p .m ., and meeting at the 
Parish H all (1st floor), Lesbourne R oad .— A. T . Shelton, 
Act. Hon. Sec., The C ottage, O akw ay, R eigate. Tel. 
Redhill 371.
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C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Crewe Branch. —  
The annual meeting will be held at Christ Church, Crewe 
( io  bells) on Saturday, Ja n . 20th. R in g in g  from 2.30 
p.m . Service at 4 .30 p.m. T ea (by kind invitation of 
the V icar and wardens) will be provided only for those 

who have sent notice to me, as catering is difficult. 
Business meeting to follow. A ll ringers w elcom e. —  
Rich. D . Langford , Hon. Branch Sec., 1 18 , Ruskin  
Road, Crewe.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A N D  D IS T R IC T S  A S S O C IA 
T IO N .— Northern Branch. —  Q uarterly meeting at 
W ordsley, Saturday, Ja n . 20th. R in g in g  from 3 p.m. 
Service 4 .15  p.m . T ea, meeting and ringing afterwards.
■— Bernard C. Ashford, Hon. Sec ., 9 , Bow ling Green 
Road, Stourbridge.

C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— The annual meet
ing of the W irral Branch will be held on Saturday, Jan . 
20th, at Birkenhead St. M ary ’s (6 bells). Tow er open 
at 3 o ’clock. Service at 5 .30 . T ea  at 6 o ’clock. Meet
ing afterw ards. —  H . S . Brocklebank, Hon. Sec. and 
Treasurer.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— N otting
ham D istrict.— The annual meeting of the district will be 
held on Saturday, January 20th, in St. M ary ’s b.elfry, 
N ottingham . Ringing from 2.30 p.m . B usiness meeting 
for election of officers at 5 .30  p.m .— E . C . Gobey, D is. 
Sec ., Trow ell, Notts.

C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U I L D . —  Stockport 
B ra n c h .—The annual meeting of the branch will be held 
at N orbury on Satu rd ay , Jan u ary  20th. B ells 3 p.m. 
Service 4 .30. T ea  5.15.— C. K . Lew is, Hon. Sec.

L E E D S  A N D  D IS T R IC T  S O C IE T Y .— The next meet
ing will be held at Pudsey on Saturday, Jan uary  20th. 
Bells available from 2 p.m . to 5.30 p.m. Other arrange
ments as usual.— H . Lofthouse, Hon. Sec ., 8, W ortley 
Road, Arm ley, Leeds, 12.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Bolton Branch.—  
A  series of practice m eetings will be held at St. M ary ’s, 
Deane, Bolton, first and third Saturdays in the month. 
Bells available afternoon and evening. N ext meeting 
Jan uary  20th .— Peter Crook, Hon. Sec.

LO N D O N  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Southern D is
trict.— Annual m eeting to-morrow, Jan u ary  20th, St. 
M ary ’s, Putney, 2-4. T ea  and business in Church H all. 
Fulham  not available.— P . A . Corby, D is. M aster, tem
porary address, 10, Ruabon R oad, W rexham , D enbigh
shire.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Lough
borough D istrict.— The annual meeting will be held at 
Loughborough on Saturday, Jan uary  20th. Foundry 
bells available afternoon and evening. Own arrange
ments for tea (good cafes in tow n). M eeting in belfry 
at 5 .45, to elect officers and m ake arrangem ents for 1940. 
All ringers and friends welcome.— A . E . Row ley, Hon. 
Sec.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Banbury and D is
trict Branch.— The next meeting will be held at Adder- 
bury on Saturday, Ja n . 27th. Bells (8) open from 2.30. 
Service 3 .30. T ea  cannot be provided. M eeting follows 
service. R in g in g  after dark. All welcome.— E . P ear
son, Branch Hon. Sec.

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Farnham  D is
trict.— The district annual meeting at Farnham  (8 bells) 
on Saturday, Ja n . 27th. Service 2.30. R in g in g  3 p.m. 
and after business until 8 p.m. T ea  and business at 
D arracott’s, W est Street, 5 p.m. Note time of service ! 
It is necessary, if tea is required, to notify the hon. secre
tary by Jan . 24th. Y our support is requested by C . W . 
Denyer, Hon. Sec., 120, Ash Road, Aldershot.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  D IO C E SA N  
G U IL D .— Alton and Petersfield D istrict.— The annual 
meeting will be held at Alton on Saturday, Ja n . 27th. 
Bells available 2 p.m. Service 4 p.m. T ea in Parish 
Room 4.30. Business meeting afterw ards. W ill those 
requiring tea please be certain to let me know numbers 
by Tuesday, Jan . 23rd .— C. E . B assett, Hon. Dis. Sec., 
32, Charles Street, Petersfield.

Y O R K S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .—‘The annual general 
meeting of the association will be held at Hunslet, near 
Leeds, on Saturday, Ja n . 27th. The recently restored 
bells will be available from 2 p.m. A  brief service will 
take place at 4 p.m ., followed by tea in the Parish Room 
at 5 p.m. A  charge o f is . 4d. per head will be made 
for tea, and all requiring same M U S T  notify M r. C . W . 
Beaum ont, Hunslet Parish  Church, Leeds, not later than 
the first post on Thursday, Jan . 25th. The annual 
general meeting will be held on the same premises imme
diately afterw ards. A s urgent and important business 
will be dealt with, it is hoped for a large and representa
tive attendance. Reports will be available, and subscrip
tions are now due. Balm  Road cars from Leeds (City 
Square) pass the church.— L . W . G. M orris, Gen. Sec., 
65, Lilycroft Road, Heaton, Bradford.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  A N D  L O N 
DON D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— North and E ast D istrict.—  
Annual meeting will be held at St. G iles’-in-the-Fields 
Church on Saturday, Ja n . 27th. Bells available at 2.30  
p.m. Service at 4 .30 p.m. Tea to follow at the E x 
press D airy Co., H igh Street, W .C .2, Branch. It is 
essential that I should receive names for tea by first post 
on W ednesday, 24th. Handbells will be available.— T . 
J .  Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec ., 57, H olloways Lane, North 
Mimms, Hatfield, H erts.

S U R R E Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— North-W estern District. 
— The annual district meeting will be held at Beddington 
on Saturday, Jan uary  27th. Bells available from 3 
o ’clock. Service 4.45. Tea in the V illage Hall at 5 .30, 
followed by business meeting. Num bers for tea to be 
sent to M rs. C. H . Kippin, 31, The W aldrons, Croydon, 
by W ednesday, Jan u ary  24th. All ringers welcome.— F .
G. W oodiss, Hon. D is. Sec., 28, Strathearn Road, Sut
ton, Surrey.

t o w e r  c l o c k s  j .  B. JOYCE & CO. LTD.
W eight D riven  o r  E lectr ic -  by  the 
W O R L D ’ S O L D E S T  M A K E R S

E stablish ed  Over 3 0 0  Y ea rs
I L L U S T R A T E D  A R T  C A T A L O G U E  O N  R E Q U E S T

W HITCHURCH, SALOP
We have experts visiting all parts o f the British Isles, and

pleased to carry out restorations or give reporta regarding 
any moke o f Tower Clock

be
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S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— A  meeting of 
the W estern D ivision w ill be held at W a.shington on 
Saturday, Jan uary  27th. R in g in g  2 p.m . to 5.30 p.m. 
Tea at Mr. Settabee’s, Is . per head. B usiness meeting 
to follow to discuss future arrangem ents. H alf rail fare 
(maximum Is . 6d.) to m embers.— F . H . M eeten, Hon. 
D iv. Sec ., 22, North Street, W orth ing.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  General 
quarterly meeting, Saturd ay, Jan u ary  27th , at E arl Shil
ton. Bells (8) open from 2.30 . Good bus service from 
Leicester and Nuneaton. Committee m eet 3 .30. Tea
4.30, followed by m eeting in H igh Street Schools. Tow er 
open till 8 p.m . and convivial at Roebuck Inn afterw ards 
with handbells. T ea, is .  per head, can only be served 
to those who apply not later than Ja n . 25th  to M r. G. A. 
Newton, 26, Avenue South, E arl Shilton, Leicester. 
Those failing to notify must cater for them selves. —  
Ernest M orris, Gen. Hon. Sec.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  D IO C E S A N  
G U IL D .— B asingstoke D istrict.— The annual general 
meeting will be held at B asingstoke on Saturday, Jan u 
ary 27th. Bells available from 2.30 p.m . Service in St. 
M ichael’s Church at 4 p.m . T ea  at 5 p.m . in Church 
Cottage. Business meeting follows. All requiring tea 
please notify by Jan uary 24th to M r. C. W . Munday, 
21, Southend R oad, B asingstoke.— J .  G. Stilwell, Hon. 
Dis. Sec.

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A SS O C IA T IO N .
 Bridgw ater Branch .— Annual m eeting will be held at
B ridgw ater on Saturd ay, Jan uary  27th. R in g in g  2.30 
p.m. Service at 4 p.m. T ea and m eeting at 5 p.m . All 
ringers welcome. Come early.— C. E van s, 17, W elling
ton Road, B ridgw ater.

C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Northwich Branch. 
— The annual branch meeting will be held at H artford on 
Saturday, Jan u ary  27th. R in g in g  till 5 .30. Service 5.30. 
Tea 6.15 to those who notify Mr. T . W ilm ot, 43, F low er 
Street Castle, Northwich, by Thursday, Jan uary  25th. 
M eeting after tea. All ringers are welcom e.— H. Parker, 
Branch Sec.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— E a st B erks and 
South Bucks Branch .— The annual committee meeting 
will be held on Saturday, Jan uary 27th, at H igh 
W ycom be at 3.30 p.m . Subscriptions now due.— A. D. 
B arker, Cam bridge, W exham , Slough.

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N .—  
Ilchester Deanery Branch.— The annual meeting will be 

. held at Yeovil on Saturday, Jan uary  27th. Bells (10) 
available 2.30 to 4 p .m ., and after the meeting. Usual 
arrangem ents. T e a  can only be supplied to those g iv ing 
notice.— F . F arran t, M artock, Som erset.

B E D F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Luton District. 
— A meeting will be held at Tilsworth on Saturday, Jan u 
ary 27th, The six  bells (a delightful peal) will be 
available from 2.30 p.m. to 5 p.m. All ringers are in
vited. Buses pass the church.— E . A. Belson, D is. Sec., 
7 , Queen Street, Leighton Buzzard.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Thrap-
ston Branch.— The annual branch meeting will be held 
at Islip  (6 bells) on Satu rd ay, Jan u ary  27th. Service
4.30 p.m. Tea 5 p.m . for all who send names by January 
25th. Business m eeting to follow . I am trying to a r
range ringing at Thrapston (8 b ells), 2 p.m. to 4 p.m ., 
and Islip  2.30 to 7.30 p.m . A ll welcome.— W . R . B ut
cher, Hon. S ec ., B rigsto ck , near K ettering.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D . —  Guils- 
borough (6 bells) on Ja n u a ry  27th. Service at 3.15 p.m. 
Please let me have names for tea by Tuesday, Jan uary 
23rd.— H. H. Shrives, Hon. Branch Sec ., The Mill, Long 
Buckby, R u gby.

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  D IO C E S A N  A S S O 
C IA T IO N .— Cirencester B ranch .— The annual meeting- 
wili be held at C irencester, on Saturday, Jan u ary  27th. 
Parish Church bells (12) available from 2.30 p.m . Tea
4.30, and service at 5 .30. P lease advise for tea by 
Jan uary  23rd.— W . H. H ayw ard , Branch Hon. Sec., 
1, Bow ling Green R oad , Cirencester, Glos.

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  A n
nual general meeting o f Northern D istrict at St. M ary ’s, 
Hitchin, Saturday, Jan u ary  27th. Bells available 3 p.m. 
Service 4 .30. Annual m eeting 5 p.m . in tower. Tea in
terval until 6.30 p.m. Further ringing till 9 p.m . M ake 
own arrangem ents for tea. B lack  out the blues and en
joy some good ringing. D o n ’t forget, members of this 
district. Election of officers for 1940.— R . T . Newm an, 
D is. Sec ., 36, Salisbury R oad , Baldock.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  G U IL D .— Tow cester Branch.—  
The annual m eeting will be held at Tow cester on Satur
day, Jan u ary  27th. Service 3.30 p.m. T ea and meeting 
following. Num bers for tea by W ednesday, the 24th, to 
R ev. E . V . Fenn, Lo is W eedon, Tow cester.

H E R T F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N — Eastern D is
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at H ert
ford on Saturday, Jan u ary  27th. All S a in ts ’ (10 bells) 
from 2.30 to 4.45 p.m . Bengeo (8) from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Service at All S a in ts ’ at 4.45 p.m. Tea and business 
meeting at the M ay F low er on the w ay to Bengeo. W ill 
all committee members m ake a special effort to attend to 
elect a district secretary on my retirement ow ing to' cir
cum stances.— A. Laurence. D is. Sec ., Hatfield.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Lewisham  D is
trict.— A quarterly m eeting will be held at Holy Trinity, 
D artford, on Saturday, Jan uary  27th. Bells available 3- 
5 p.m. Service at 5 . T ea  and business meeting to fol
low. T ea will be provided for those applying to M r. R . 
A. Jenkins, Cosette, 76, Brent Lane, D artford, not later 
than Tuesday, Jan uary  23rd, at a charge of lOd. per 
head. Subscriptions for 1940 are now due and should be 
paid at this m eeting.— A . G. Hill, Hon. D is. Sec.

H E R E F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— R o ss D istrict.—  
The annual meeting will be held at R oss on Saturday, 
Jan uary  27th. Bells (8) available 3 p.m. Service 4.30 
p.m. Tea afterw ards at Central C afe .— W . Poston, 
Bridstow , R oss, Herefordshire.

[ g .  & f . c o p e  & c o . ,  No t t in g h a m ]
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS. I

I ESTIM ATES SUBM ITTED FOR NEW CLOCKS, CHIME ADDITIONS, REPAIRS I 
\  OR REPAINTING OF DIALS. J



January 19th, 1940. T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D . 35

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— North Bucks 
Branch, Newport Pagnell D eanery.— A meeting at Olney 
on Saturday, Jan u ary  27th.— R ev. J .  F . Am ies, Raven- 
stone V icarage, Olney, Bucks.

T H E  L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Southern
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at M arket 
Deeping on Saturday, Jan uary  27th, this tower being- 
blacked out. Bells (6) will be available from 2.30 to 9 
p.m. Service 4 .30, followed by tea and business meet
ing at Imperial Cafe. T ea will be provided for those who 
notify by W ednesday previous, M r. H. M . D ay, M arket 
Deeping, Peterborough. Come and m ake this our final 
meeting a success.— C. T . H . Bradley, Hon. Sec., Folk- 
ingham, Lincs.

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A SS O C IA T IO N . 
— C ary Deanery Branch.— The annual meeting will be 
held at Ditcheat on Saturday, Jan u ary  27th. Bells 2.30 
to 8.30. Service 3 .45. T ea  and m eeting follow ing.— W . 
A. Osborn, Galhampton, Y eovil.

L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Northern Branch, 
Gainsborough D istrict.— The annual meeting will be held 
at Gainsborough on Saturday, Jan uary 27th. Bells (8, 
tenor 19J  cwt.) available during afternoon and evening. 
Short service. Arrangem ents for tea, but those who fail 
to send their names to me by W ednesday previous must 
accept the consequences.— Geo. L . G. Lunn, Hon. Sec., 
248, Lea Road, Gainsborough.

A N C IE N T  S O C IE T Y  O F C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S  —  
The next meeting will be held at headquarters, The 
Coffee Pot, on Tuesday, Jan uary 30th, at 7 p .m .— A. B. 
Peck, Hon. Sec., 1, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Liverpool Branch. 
— The meeting arranged for Jan uary 20th at Childwall has 
been postponed until February 3rd.— G. R . Newton, 
Branch Sec.

LO N D O N  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Northern 
D istrict.— The annual meeting arranged for Jan uary  20th 
has been postponed until February 3rd. The meeting will 
be either at St. Lawrence Jew ry  or St. Dunstan-in-the- 
E ast. Further details next w eek.— Jam es G. A . Prior, 
Hon. Sec., 2 , Thorncliffe Road, Clapham Park , S .W .2 .

N O R T PI S T A F F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— The 
third annual dinner will be held at the George Hotel, 
Burslem , Stoke-on-Trent, on Saturday, February 3rd, at 
6 p.m. Tickets, 4s. each, may be obtained from Andrew 
Thompson (hon. secretary), 55, W hitehouse Road, Cross 
Heath, Newcastle, Staffs. R in gin g at Hanley from 3 
p.m. until 4.30 p.m.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N — Rochester D is
trict.— A meeting will be held at Rainham  on Saturday, 
February 3rd. Bells available 2 .30. R in g ers ’ service
4. 15, followed by tea, kindly provided by the Rainham  
ringers, in the Church H all. Those accepting the in
vitation to tea must advise the undersigned not later 
than January 30th. A  good muster is expected. Sub
scriptions are now due, except from members serving with 
H .M . Forces.— G. H. Spice, Hon. Sec., 35, W oodstock 
Road, Sittingbourne.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  A N D  
LO N D O N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— South and W est D is
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at Heston 
on Saturday, February 3rd. Church of St. Leonard (8 
bells, tenor 14 cwt.) available 2.30 p.m. to 4.50 p.m. and 
later in the evening. It is also hoped to arrange ringing 
at St. P au l’s, Hounslow, and at St. M ary ’s, Norwood

Green, if numbers w arrant this. T ea, followed by an
nual business meeting at the W estbrook M em orial Club, 
at 5 p .m ., Is . each. O w ing to the prevailing conditions, 
it is essential that notice should be sent to the under
signed not later than February 1st, as the caterer will not 
guarantee for any who have not sent in names. It is 
hoped that members and friends will m ake a special effort 
to attend in good numbers, and m ake the meeting a 
success.— J .  E . Lew is Cockey, Hon. D is. Sec ., 16, S t. 
St. Stephen’s Road, Ealin g, W .13. Telephone, Perivale 
5320.

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— South-Eastern D istrict.—  
— The next meeting will be held at Broomfield on Satur
day, February 3rd. Bells available 2 .30. Service 4 .30. 
Tea and business meeting to follow. W ill those requir
ing tea please let me know definitely by W ednesday, 
Jan uary 31st?-— H . W . Shadrack, Hon. Dis. S ec ., Arbour 
Lodge, 48, Arbour Lane, Chelm sford. (Please note 
change of address.)

W IT H IN G T O N , N E A R  H E R E F O R D — The restored 
ring of six  will be re-dedicated by the Lord Bishop of 
Hereford at the 11 a.m . Service on Sunday, February 
4th. The two trebles recast and the peal re-hung with 
modern fittings in new iron fram e by G illettand Johnston.

LO N D O N  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  A N D  N O R T H  
S O U T H W A R K  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D — Advance notice. 
Annual general meeting to be held on February 10th at 
St. Clement Danes, Strand. Particulars later.— T. W . 
Taffender, Hon. Sec ., 26, Southw ay, R aynes P ark , S .W .

D E A TH  OF M R. T . SCH OFIELD, O F  W O RPLESD O N .
W e regret to announce the death o f Mr. T . Schofield, o f W orples- 

don, which took place on January 7th at the age o f 72. U ntil ill- 
health prevented him, he had been a regular Sunday service ringer. 
The funeral was on January 11th, after which touches o f Grandsire 
Doubles and the whole pull and stand were rung with the bells lmlf- 
muffled.

A  D A T E  T O U C H .
A t St. John’s Church, Newton, Porthcawl, the local ringers rang 

out the old and welcomed the New Y ear with a touch o f 1,940 changes 
of Grandsire Doubles, which came round a t 12.35 a .m .: W illiam 
Surman (longest touch) 1, D avid Thom as 2, Alfred H annington 5, 
Trevor M. Roderick (conductor) 4, A lfred E. W illiams 5, Albert 
Bacon 6 .

W ICK EN .— On Sunday, January 14tli, a quarter-peal o f Stedman 
Triples (1,260 changes) : P. Green 1, R . Howson 2, H . Ridgw ay 3, 
A. J. Green 4, H . Edwards 5, E. Lam bert 6, T . R oberts (conductor) 7,
G. Poddy 8 .

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POW ELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from  the first han d lin g  
o f a bell to the ringing and conducting o f peala o f  G randaire, 
Stedman, Plain B ob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection o f Compositions included.
P r i c e C o m p l e t e  edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 19  
(6 copies for  1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covera, 84 pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies fo r  6  / - ) .
O b tain a b le  o n ly  p o s t  fr e e  fr o m  Rev. E. 3 . POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V io a ra g e , neap D a v e n try .

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM IT A LIA N  HEM P, OR IT A LIA N  F L A X . 
SOFT AND PLTABLE IN H AN D. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PA ID  AND ON APPR O VA L.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXONi ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM
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The Central Council Publications
TO BE O B T A IN E D  POST FREE.

From  the H on. L ib ra ria n .
U r. W . H , J .  HO O TO N, Hom efield, B ilton  Grange, near Rugby.

a. d.
OOLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-BeU Treble

Dominated Methods) ..................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section IX. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) ..........................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS— Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections 
COLLECTION OF PLA IN  M AJOR AND CATER METHODS

(Out o f Print)
COLLECTION OF TRIPLE S METHODS ...................................  1 O
MODEL ROLES FOR A LOCAL COM PANY ........... (Out o f Print)
REPO RT OF CONFERENCE W IT H  8 .P .A .B .................................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ..................................................................................................  l i
ON THE PR ESE RV ATIO N  OF BELLS ................... (Out o f Print)
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ... 3

Cambridge Surprise M ajor ................... 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise M ajor ........................... 2

HINTS TO IN STRU CTORS AND BEGINNERS ..................  2
V ARIATION  AND TRANSPOSITION ........................................ 1 O
OOLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND M INOR METHODS (New

Edition) .................................................................................................. 2 O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
R E VISE D  PRICES.

' ROPE-SIGHT,* Is. lO d .; ninth edition ; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

1 G R A N D SIR E ,* 2s. 10d.; second edition ; 204 pages, comm encing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

' STAN D AR D  M ETHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
* STEDM AN,’ 2s. lOd.—N O W  R E A D Y . A n entirely new book by

J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for  ringing and conducting the method 

on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 
‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. 10d.; second edition ; with appendix; 100 pages.
* SU R PRISE M ETH ODS,’ 2s. lOd. A  book by the late Rev. O. D. P.

Davies, M .A ., F .R .A .S . Contains a  tabulated list o f  peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt o f  postal order, from

Miss Margaret E. SNOWDON, Cartmel, Lancs

PU B L IC A T IO N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6id. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB M INOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE M INOR AND M AJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7 }d. each, 
8s. 0d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

BELL ROPES 1 F L A G S  A N D
BEST QUALITY LOWEST PRICES ' B U N T IN G

HERBERT J. CRAY, LTD.
( incorporating JOSHUA 0. CLOOO $ CO.)

Rope and Flag W o rk s -  EXETER, DEVON

ALFRED BOWELL,
| ^ !>  IPSWICH

I.. I I I I  II  ■_ I I  II W O T W T V W . .  _    -

‘ THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON - 8TRETCHIN0

JOHN PRITCHARD (hopes) L m
C H U R C H  B E L L  R O P B T M A N U F A C T U R E R S

LOUGHBOROUGH
E S T , 1 8 2 0  _______________  P R IC E  L IS T  O F
T E L . 2 4 0 0  ~  T H E  S O L E  M A K E R S

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible .Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M ATS AND BELL M UFFLERS

S u ita b le  fo r  P r e s e n ta t io n  o r  
W e d d in g  G i f t

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND Design) in  Solid Sillier

D iam eter 2*in 2iin, Siin. 3iin . 4in. 4Jin. 5in . 5fin
Price 16/8 1 9 /e  2 5 /-  3 0 /-  3 8 /6  4 7 /6  6 0 /-  7 0 /-

The 5in. size is also m ade to  b o ld  50 c igarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

Printed for  the Proprietor by  the W oodbridge Press, L td ., Guild
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Building., L on d on , R .O .4.
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REBUILDING OF DEPLETED BANDS.
The success o f the annual dinner of Bristol United 

R in g in g  Guilds should encourage others, who are in 
the habit of holding a sim ilar event, to continue to do 
so as long as conditions make it possible. An attend
ance of about two hundred, when wintry weather was 
coupled to the difficulties of black-out and curtailed 
transport difficulties, w as a result beyond what the 
most optimistic could have expected. There may be 
more difficult and even more desperate times ahead, 
but, while circumstances allow it, there is justification 
for keeping up the social side of ringing as well as the 
practice of it in the towers. It needs only courage and 
energy to m ake a success of such reunions as that at 
Bristol, and the officers of the B .U .R .G . had their reward 
on Saturday.

It w as not inopportune that occasion should be taken 
at this gathering to emphasise, as one speaker did, the 
increased, indeed the im perative, importance of immediate 
recruiting for the belfry. In addition to the natural losses 
which take place, there is now an abnormal dr<\in upon 
the man-power of the towers. The call to arm s is taking 
aw ay from the belfries some of the best m aterial, and as 
time goes on these losses will be accentuated as class after 
class of men is drafted to the colours. Tow ers where 
there are men liable to m ilitary service should not wait 
until the call comes, but should lose no time in seeking 
suitable recruits, who can be trained in readiness to take 
the vacant places when they occur. In the meantime 
they will g ive  an added strength to the band, but if 
the steps to replace them are left until the men 
depart, it may be too late. The bottom m ay have 
dropped out of the ringing before new material can be 
moulded into shape, whereas if the losses are anticipated 
now, and training begun without delay, there m ay al 
least be sufficient numbers to keep the bells going, even 
though the standard of ringing suffers a setback.

The speaker who took up the theme on Saturday put 
forward, in connection with it, a point which we com
mend to the renewed attention of associations. It was 
that the associations should spend their funds in assist
ing instruction. This is a matter which, from time to 
time, has come under discussion. Certain associations, of 
course, already provide instructors to help local bands, 
and now, more than ever, they and every other ringing 
organisation ought to turn their attention to increasing 
the facilities. It is not merely the raw  band, just on the 
verge of change ringing, that can benefit from the help 
of a competent instructor. There will probably be many 
bands in the future that would profit by such help, not to 

(Continued on page 38.)

GILLETT & 
JOHNSTON Ltd-

CROYDON

Founders of the 
H E A V I E S T  B E L L S  

Cast in England 
and the recast BOW BELLS

Just Completed—
St. Woolos’ Cathedral, NEWPORT

A.R.P. H A N D B E L L S  
W A R N IN G  a n d  F IR E  B ELLS

for Works, Schools, Institutions

E L E C T R IC  M E C H A N IS M
For a Tower Bell 

as  A IR  R A ID  W A R N IN G

Tel. Thornton Heath 3221
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L ISH E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
M aK ers o f  m any o f  the largest a n d  m ost im p orta n t C locK s 

in  the W orld .
C L O C K S  R E P A IR E D  A N D  D IA L S  R E S T O R E D .

'THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , L eeds .

And a t  9 , Adelphi C h a m b ers, S h a k esp ea re  S t-, 
N e w c a stle -o n -T y n e , 

and 9 6 , C arver S tr e e t , M oorh ead , Sheffield.

T H E  R IN G E R ’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud fo r  B u ttonhole, 

B rooch  or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved 

—as Illustration.
get. H A L L M ARKED GOLD . .  45/-
H A L L  M ARKED S IL V E R  . .  7/6
G IL T  OR W H ITE M ET A L . .  4/-
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a

small extra charge.

GEO. STAGEY,
Exact size

JEWELLER AND 
ENGRAVER, 

6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting  
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
‘ METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ Office, 
LO W ER  PYRFORD ROAD, W OKING.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rwpe and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer ,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERM ONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’ s Cathedral, W estminster Abbey, Im perial Insti
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick ’s, 

Manchester, Durban and W orcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

drag them through the elements of change ringing, but 
to assist in restoring the strength of what w as previously 
an independent company now depleted by the claims of 
national service. Associations will find many cases, we 
believe, where it would be of advantage in the mainten
ance of the art, to supplement local effort by arranging 
voluntary assistance and paying merely the necessary 
out-of-pocket expenses. Indeed, where funds are limited, 
this would be even more in the interests of the associa
tions than the publication of an elaborate and expensive 
annual report. F ew  ringers want a fee for the assistance 
they can g ive in training others, but it is only fair that, 
if they need it, they should b'e reimbursed their travel
ling expenses. In these days, money spent in this w ay 
m ight prove to be a good investment. W herever the 
remnant of a band can provide new m aterial, an asso
ciation should be ready to supplement the local effort by 
outside help, and in every district there are ringers who 
would w illingly give it, if they were assured of their bare 
expenses. Not every man can afford to pay out a weekly 
sum for the purpose, hut there are few, if they could be 
sure of reimbursement in respect of travelling expenses, 
who would not readily assist, even at some inconvenience, 
in rebuilding a hand depleted by the call upon the man
hood of the nation. -------------

EIGHT BELL PEALS.
M ILN ROW , LANCS.

TH E LAN CASH IRE ASSOCIATION.
On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Two Hours and Fifty-Five Minutes,

A t  t h e  P a r i s h  C h d r c h ,
A P E A L  O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  BOB M A J O R ,  5088 C H A N G E S ;  

Tenor 18 cwt.
S e l w y n  H . D e a r d b n .
I v a n  K a y  ......................
H a r r y  B y r o m  . . .  
A l b e r t  B d c k l e y . . .  .

5
6 
7

Tenor

Mufflers, R in gin g M ats, M atting, F la g  Lines, etc., etc.

D e n n is  H o l l o s ......................Treble
H a r o l d  H a m e r  - ....................  2
Jo h n  M e a d o w c r o f t , j d n . . . .  3
F r a n k  R e y n o l d s  ................  4

C om posed  b y  A. C r a v e n . C onducted b y  H a r r y  B y r o m .
First peal in the method as conductor. Rung as a farewell to the 

conductor, prior to bis joining H .M . Navy.
EAST HAGBOURNE, BERKSHIRE.

TH E O X FO RD  DIOOESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, January 20, 1940, in Three Hours and Twenty Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . A n d r e w ,
A P E A L  O F  BOB M A J O R ,  5152 C H A N G E S ;

T en or 21  cw t. in E.
A l f r e d  H . W eb b  
W il l ia m  L a m b e l l  

• H a r r y  W h it e  . . .  
A l a n  R . P in k  . . .

— 5
... 6 
. . .  7 
...Tenor

A l b e r t  E . L o c k ........................Treble
M a r ie  R . C r o s s ........................ 2
M r s . A . E . L o c k ........................ 3
R o b e r t  H . B l o n d  ................  4

C o m p o s e d  b y  J. R e e v e s . C o n d u c te d  b y  A l a n  R . P in k .
* First peal and rung at the first attempt.

EW ELL, SU R R EY.
T H E  SU R R E Y  ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, January 20, 1940, in Three Hours and Twelve Minutes, 
A t  t h e  P a r is h  C h d r c h ,

A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S IR E  T R I P L E S ,  6040 C H A N G E 81 
R e v . E . B . Ja m e s ’  T e n - p a r t . T en or  13 cw t. 3 qr. 20 lb .

A r t h d r  A . H a d l e y   Treble
Joh n  B e a m s .................................  2
H a r r y  E. G o o d ..........................  3
Jo h n  E .  B e a m s  ..........................  4

Jo h n  H o y l e ..................................  5
A l b e r t  J . A d a m s .......................  6
W il l ia m  G . N e w b e r r y  . . .  7
H a r r y  S c o t c h e r ......................Tenor

C onducted  by  J. B e a m s .
Rung on tbe 50tb anniversary o f tbe conductor's entry into tbe 

above association.

BELL ROPES
M ADE FROM  IT A LIA N  HEM P, OR IT A LIA N  F L A X . 
SOFT AND P LIA B LE IN H AN D. ALL ROPES SENT 

C ARRIAG E P A ID  AND ON APPR O VA L.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXONi ROPE WORKS, crantham
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SIX AND FIVE BELL PEALS.
W EST D EEPIN G  LINCO LNSH IRE.

THE L IN CO LN  DIOCESAN GU ILD.
On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Two Hours and Forty-Two Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t . A n d r e w ,
A  P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

D ouble CourtBeing 720 each o f Cambridge Surprise, Kent, Oxford, 
and three 720’s o f P lain  Bob.
H a r r y  G i b b a r d ......................Treble W il l ia m  O l d m a n
C h a r l e s  W o o d s . . .  ................  2 F r e d  B r ig h t m a n
W il l ia m  H . W a l d r o n  . . .  3 H o r a c e  M . D a y  ..

Tenor 10 cwt.
  4
  5
 Tenor

C onducted  by  H . M . D a y .
This peal was specially arranged to enable Mr. Brightm an to score 

his first peal in five methods inside.
STO K E SAY , SH ROPSH IRE.

TH E  H ERE FO R D  DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Two H ours and Forty-Three Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . J o h n - t h e -B a p t is t ,
A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  D O U B L E S ,  6040 C H A N G E S ;  

Being 42 six-scores, ten different callings. Tenor 12 cwt.
T h o m a s  W . N ash  
J a m e s  H d g h e s  . . .  
L e s l ie  E v a n s

...Treble
2
3

H d b b r t  Jo n e s  ..............
A r t h d r  C. N a s o n  
E . R ic h a r d  B a l d w i n . . .

. . .  4

. . .  5
...Tenor

C onducted  b y  L e s l ie  E v a n s .
Rung on the occasion o f the m arriage o f M r. L. E. A . Davies 

(member o f the Ludlow Guild o f Bellringers) and Miss K . M. Corbett, 
o f Graven Arms. The conductor’s 50th peal for  the H ereford Guild. 

LLAN BE D R, BRECONSH IRE.
T H E  SW AN SEA  AN D  BRECON DIOCESAN GU ILD.

On Monday, January 8, 1940, in Two Hours and Thirty-Seven Minutes, 
A T  t h e  P a r i s h  C h u r c h .

A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  D O U B L E S ,  6040 C H A N G E S ;  
Being 21 differently called 240’s. Tenor 9 f  cwt.
D a v id  E . G r i f f i t h s  Treble 1 A l b e r t  E . Jo n e s .....................  3
J a m b s  P . H y e t t ........................ 2 | B e r n a r d  H . D a v i e s   4

D a v id  H . B e n n e t t   Tenor
C onducted b y  J. P . H y e t t .

First peal on the bells.
K EN IL W O R T H , W A R W IC K SH IR E .

TH E W A R W IC K S H IR E  GU ILD.
On Saturday, January 13, 1940, in Two Hours and F ifty .T w o Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t . N ic h o l a s ,
A P E A L  O F  B O B M I N O R ,  6040 C H A N G E S ;

Seven different extents. Tenor 15 cwt.
• H a r o l d  W il l ia m s   Treble
| R o y  D .  H a y n e ........................ 2

G e o r g e  F. C a n t r i l l  . . .  3
C onducted  by  F r a n k  E . P e r v in .

* First attem pt for a peal, t  First peal ‘ inside.’

D o d g l a s  F . E l l e n d e r
W il l ia m  T . C o x .............
F r a n k  E . P e r v in

• 4
• 5
•Tenor

HANDBELL PEALS.
STOCKPORT, CHESHIRE.

TH E CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thursday, January 18, 1940, in Two Hours and Five Minutes;

A t  20 , A b e r d e e n  C r e s c e n t ,
A P E A L  O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  B O B  M A J O R ,  6024 C H A N G E S ;  

Tenor size 17 in B flat.
A l f r e d  B a r n e s  ..........................  1 -2  I A l l e n  F. B a i l e y ..........................  5-6
H a r o l d  J a c k s o n .....................  3 - 4  | P e t e r  L a f l i n  ..........................  7-8

C om posed  by S. T h o m a s . C onducted by A , F . B a i l e y .
Rung as a birthday compliment to Mrs. A. F. Bailey, who witnessed 

the peal
BU SH EY, HERTS.

TH E M ID D LESE X COUNTY ASSOCIATION AN D  LONDON 
DIOCESAN G U ILD .

On Thursday, January 18, 1940, in Two Hours and Twenty M inutes,
A t  50, R c d o l p h  R o a d ,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 500S CHANCES; 
Tenor size 15 in C.

• C e c i l  C . M a y n e  . 1-2  I E d w i n  A. B a r n e t t   .............................  5-6
C h r i s . W . W o o l l e y  . . .  3 - 4  | ‘ E d w i n  J e n n i n g s   . 7-8

Arranged and C onducted  by C. W . W o o l l e y .
* First peal in the method 011 handbells.

DAGENHAM , ESSEX.
TH E ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, January 20, 1940, in One H our and Fifty-One Minutes, 
A t  1 0 6 , G a y  G a r d e n s ,

A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S IR E  D O U B L E S ,  6040 C H A N Q E S ;
*J. A . B o l l o c k  (aged 154 ) . . .  1 -2— J. B o l l o c k  ..............................  3-4

*T . H . B o l l o c k  (aged  1 3 ) . . .  5-6 
C onducted b y  J. B o l l o c k ,

U m pire— Jeane B ullock .
- First peal. A  birthday compliment to Mrs. .T. Bullock, Miss .Tonne 

Bullock and Leonard W . 'Bullock, aged 10.
B USHEY, HERTS.

TH E KEN T COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sunday, January 21, 1940, in Two Hours andTwenty-Six Minutes, 

A t  t h e  R o y a l  M a s o n ic  J o n io r  S c h o o l ,
A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5008 CHANGES;

Tenor size 15 in C.
C h r is . W . W o o l l e y   1-2  I E d w in  A. B a r n e t t  .................. 5-6

* D e r b k  M . S h a r p  . 3-4 | E d w in  B a r n e t t ..................................  7-8
C om posed  b y  S. H , W o o d . C onducted  b y  C. W . W o o l l e y . 

U m pire— E dw in Jennings.
*  First peal in the m ethod on handbells.

D E A T H  O F  A N  E X E T E R  R IN G E R .
AN E A R L Y  MEMBER OF DEVON GUILD.

The death occurred on January 6th after a short illness o f Mr. 
Elias Truman at Kenn, near Exeter, where he had lived all his life. 
He was 78 years o f age and was one o f the oldest surviving members 
o f the Guild o f Devonshire Ringers having joined that society in 
1883.

Mr. Truman learnt his ringing at Kenn and St. Sidwell’ s, Exeter. 
H e was not keen on taking part in peal ringing, but stopped and 
listened throughout many a peal. He was a good ringer and would 
always insist on good striking.

A t the funeral, which took place a t Kenn on January 10th, the bells 
were rung half-muffled. Those taking part in the ringing were six 
members o f the Exeter (St. Thom as’ ) band, o f which deceased was a 
member, and other members of tbe Guild. Am ong the many wreaths 
was one from  the Exeter (St. Thom as’ ) band. His passing will be 
keenly regretted by all who knew him, for, quiet and unassuming in 
character, he was much respected by bis belfry  colleagues.

SW A N S E A  AND BRECON DIOCESAN GUILD.
SOUTHERN D ISTR ICT M EETING AT M ORRISTON.

The annual m eeting o f the Southern District o f the Swansea and 
Brecon Guild was held recently at Morriston, where about 14 members 
attended.

The bells were raised a t half-past two and kept going to Grandsire 
and Stedmau Doubles and Plain Bob Minor until about 4.30, when they 
were lowered in peal. No service could be held, as the church had 
not been blacked out. Mrs. Williams, tbe mother o f the brothers 
Williams, o f Morriston, kindly provided tea at her house and invited 
the ringers there. Full justice was done with all the good things 
provided, and Mrs. W illiams was heartily thanked for her kindness. 
The Rev O. J. Rees took the chair at the meeting, at which Mr. E. 
Stitch was re-elected district secretary and Mr. D. G. W illiams auditor.

Aberavon was chosen for tlie next meeting. All members were 
urged to  keep the bells going for Sunday service, and it is hoped to 
renew the monthly practices this year, but to have them on Saturday 
afternoons.

TU N STA LL T O W E R  REOPENS,
TH E LOCAL BAN D CARRIES ON.

Although a t the outbreak o f war the band at Tunstall were barred 
by the Rector and Chief Constable from  ringing, even lor Sunday 
services, after persistent and tactful pleading with those gentlemen, 
they were successful and are now carrying on normally,

On Christmas Eve. a quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples was rung 
by Miss Hollands 1. G. H. Spice 2, Miss B. Spice 3, W . E. Spice 4, J. 
W ebb 5, John E. Spice 6 , W . Spice, sen. (conductor) 7, G. W ebb 8 . 
On Christmas Day, touches in various methods were brought round, 
and on Boxing D ay an attem pt for  a peal of Stedman, conducted 
by John E. Spice, "failed after two hours’ ringing owing to a shift 
course.

On handbells, a quarter-peal o f Grandsire Doubles, ten different 
callings : Miss Betty Spice 1-2, John E. Spice (conductor) 3-4, ‘ Grand
father ’ 5-6. Also 168 of Triples, courses o f Plain Bob and Kent Minor, 
with M r and Mrs. G. H . Spice taking part.

CHELSEA.—A t St. Luke’ s Church on Sunday, January 7th, for 
afternoon service, a quarter-peal o f Stedman Triples (1,260 changes) : 
H . G. Andrews 1. 0. W . Ottley 2, F. Howson 3, T. H. Taffender (con
ductor) 4, E. A. Reeve 5, F. Udall 6, W . Essery 7, C. Bartlett 8 .
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DEATH OF MR. CHALLIS F. WINNEY,
A N  O U T S T A N D IN G  F IG U R E  IN  LO N D O N  

R IN G IN G .
Some Great Records Recalled.

W e much regret to record the death o f Mr. Challis F . W inney, 
one o f the outstanding figures in the Exercise, who passed away on 
Tuesday of last week at the advanced age o f 81 years. Mr. W inney 
had been in failing health for some little time, but his passing leaves 
London ringing circles in general and the Ancient Society o f College 
Youths in particular a great deal poorer for the loss o f a highly 
esteemed member and one whose efforts through two generations added 
lustre to the annals o f the society.

Challis W inney was an extraordinary character. He was a gifted 
ringer and conductor, reticent o f his own great capabilities, often 
blunt in his criticisms, and yet a  man who not only won esteem, but 
even the love o f those who knew him best. He became one o f the 
finest exponents o f the art of ringing in London, took part in many 
famous performances, and, as one of the leading conductors o f the 
College Youths, held a position among ringers far beyond that to 
which the m ajority can aspire. He was a stern master in the belfry 
when he was in charge o f the ringing; he brooked no slovenliness or 
caielessness in ringing; would stop a peal because he was dissatisfied 
with the striking when most other men would have allowed the ringing 
to proceed. M any men have learned a few home truths from  Challis 
W inney’s lips as to their ability at the end o f a rope, but praise 
from  him was praise indeed. Y et behind it all he was the gentlest 
and most kindly o f men, a devout churchman and one whose friend
ship was something to be cherished.

Mr. W inney was born at Nayland, Suffolk, on March 17th (St. 
Patrick ’ s Day), 1858— the year o f the great comet, he would remind 
you, and believers in astrology m ight be tem pted to associate with 
it his genius as a  ringer. Both his father and grandfather were well- 
known ringers in the village. His father was also organist and choir
master.

The fam ily came to London when Challis was about 14 years old, 
and he began his ringing at an early age at St. John’s Church, W ilton 
Road, when a new peal o f bells was put in. His tutors were those 
austere masters o f the old school o f College Youths, and among them 
were such men as John Murray Hayes, Ted H orrex and Dick French, 
but, w ith ringing in his veins, Challis W inney took to it  as a  duck to 
water, and his outstanding ability soon brought him into prominence. 
J. M. Hayes conducted his first peal, which was Grandsire Triples 
rung at St. G abriel’s, Pimlico, on October 2nd, 1880. H e rang his 
first peal o f Stedman Cinques only a fortnight later. This was con 
ducted by James Pettit at Southwark Cathedral. In 1885 he took 
part in the then record length o f Stedman Caters, 11,111, rung at 
Fulham, and o f this famous band Mr. F . E. Dawe is now the only 
survivor,

M EM ORABLE PERFORM ANCES.
M r. W inney’s exceptional gifts led him to take up handbell ringing, 

and the first peal he called was H olt ’ s Original ‘ in hand ’ on March 
21st, 1884. It  was rung by Edwin Gibbs, F. T. Gover, C. F. W inney 
and G. T. McLaughlin, and, it is interesting to note, was um pired by 
John Cox. In the, same year Mr. W inney took part in the same 
composition rung non-conducted at St. Giles’ -in-the-Fields. Mr. 
W inney was a truly great ringer and conductor on handbells, and his 
skill and enthusiasm led to a memorable perform ance— no less than 
the ringing o f H olt ’s Original on handbells non-conducted for the first 
time.

The bright idea that this should be attem pted came from  Mr. 
W inney himself, when he was practising handbell ringing with George 
McLaughlin, who also lived in London, and John C. Mitchell and 
W illiam Buckingham, who both lived at the time a t St. Albans, but 
were in business in London. They used to meet at all hours o f the 
day— and night—often at Mr. W inney’s home. On one occasion, when 
Mr. Mitchell was detained at his office until 10 p.m ., they started for 
a peal at nine minutes past eleven and finished at twenty minutes 
past one in the morning. This peal was rung without bobs being 
called, but trips were corrected. This was on February 25tli, 1887, and 
enthusiasm by  this tim e had reached fever heafc. On February 28th 
over half a  peal was rung in strict silence; on March 2nd two-tliirds 
o f the peal was accomplished under similar conditions before it  came 
to grief, and on March 8tli, 4,600 changes were rung. N ext evening 
nearly half a peal was rung, and then on March 11th triumph was 
achieved and the peal brought round in 2 hours 39 minutes. I t  was 
rung at the old headquarters o f the College Youths, the Goose and 
Gridiron, in St. Paul’ s Churchyard. I t  was listened to by  many 
ringers gathered in an adjoining room, who testified to the perfection 
o f the performance, which stands out as one o f the memorable hand
bell achievements o f all time.

Among the other great performances in which Mr. W inney shared 
were 12.096 o f Double Norwich M ajor at Maidenhead on December 
31st, 1892, the first peal of Maximus at Bow, Cheapside, on January 
19th, 1907; the then record o f 12,160 Bristol Surprise Major, a t Kneb- 
wortli, Herts, on April 8th, 1912; the first non-conducted peal of 
Stedman Cinques on tower bells, rung at Cornhill on February 22nd, 
1913; the still unbealen record of 21,363 Stedman Caters at Appleton, 
Berks, which occupied 12 hours 25 minutes, on April 22nd, 1922, when, 
let. i t  not be forgo! ten, Mr. W inney was 64 years o f age.. In  the

following year Mr. W inney also took part in the great perform ance 
a t Southwark Cathedral, when 12,675 Stedman Cinques occupied 
9 hours 47 minutes, and a few years later was found to be false.

Two other notable perform ances in which Mr. W inney took part may 
be mentioned here. In 1917 he rang 5-6 to Carter’ s Odd-bob peal 
o f Stedman Triples on handbells non-conducted, the first and,, if 
memory serves, the only time the composition has been thus rung. 
The othe- ringers were H erbert Langdon, H arry Pasmore and W illiam 
T. Cockerill. A t St. O lave’ s, H art Street, on October 21st, 1933, Mr. 
Winney called the neal o f Stedman Triples rung by thy aldest band

T H E  L A T E  MR. C H A L L I S  F. W i N N E Y
(seated), photographed with Messrs. J .  C. Mitchell ( left)  and W.
H. L. Buckingham, on the fi ftieth anniversary , in 1937, of the
silent Original on handbells.

that ever took part in a 5,049. The ages o f the eight College Youths 
aggregated 612 years, or an average o f 76^. Messrs. James George 
(Birmingham), F. E. Dawe (W oking) and W . Smith (Reading) are 
left o f the company o f veterans.

Throughout his ringing life Mr. W inney devoted himself to London 
ringing. Although purely through his own retiring nature he had 
never passed through the chair o f the Ancient Society o f College 
Youths, he was an honoured m ember and was for m any years one 
o f the trustees. He had been Master o f the London County Associa
tion, but his main interest was his service to St. Paul’ s Cathedral, 
where he was long a m ember o f the ‘ scroof.’ Mr. W inney took part 
in the opening o f the bells at the Im perial Institute on M ay 10th, 
1893, and conducted the first peal on the bells there on August 9th, 
1902, in honour o f the Coronation o f King Edward V II. and Queen 
Alexandra.

Mr. W inney, we believe, did not keep a record o f the peals he 
rang, but they were somewhere in the region o f seven hundred. His 
great forte was calling Stedman Triples and the ‘ Original.’ W hen 
he rang handbells he seemed to be_ oblivious o f everything and often 
appeared to be asleep—until a hesitation on the part o f one o f the 
other ringers occurred. Then, instantly, he sprang to life  and it  was 
clear that despite appearance he knew all that had been going on.

In his personality he seemed to reflect a period that was already 
aged and passing white he was yet young. There was an old-world 

(Continued on next page.)
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D E A TH  O F M R . CH ALLIS F. W INN EY.
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touch in his simple and fearless piety, too. He was courageous in his 
opinions, but not combative, and in his youthful days he joined the 
volunteers, serving in the Queen's Westminsters.

In  the fam ily ringing history there was a unique connection with a 
celebrated murder case—the murder o f M aria Martin, at the Red 
Barn, Palstead, in 1827. W hen W illiam W inney, Challis5 grandfather, 
was married at Neyland, W illiam  Corder, son o f a form er church
warden at Palstead, was one o f the ringers at the wedding. The 
murder had already been comm itted, and soon afterwards W illiam 
Corder was arrested, found guilty and paid the penalty o f his crime. 
I t  is probably the only instance o f a murderer ringing for a wedding. 
John, W illiam  and George W inney were all good double-handed ringers 
and often rang 7205s together. I t  was not surprising, therefore, that 
Ghallis should follow  in their footsteps, or that he should outshine his 
progenitors through three generations.

Mr. W inney’s services to the College Y ouths were recognised in 
1924, when he was presented with a cheque and an illuminated address 
in appreciation o f his valuable work for  the society and ringing in 
general, also o f the high standard he had always set throughout his 
ringing career. In the closing years o f his life, also, Mr. W inney 
received from  an intim ate group in the society a tangible expression 
of their esteem and regard.

The funeral o f Mr. W inney took place a t Brom pton Cemetery on 
Friday. A fter the comm ittal a course o f Stedman Triples was rung 
on handbells over the grave by H . Langdon, T. H. Taifender, W . E. 
Judd and H . G. Miles. In  addition to the fam ily mourners, the 
following ringers were also present: Dr. Flaxman, Messrs. A. A. 
Hughes, E. A . Young, A . R . Macdonald, G. N. Price and H . Hoskins.

‘ RING O U T  TH E O L D .’
CUSTOM R E V IVE D  A T  IBSTOCK.

In at least one place the black-out may be thanked for being able1 
to ring out the old year, for a t Ibstock, Leicestershire, the custom of 
ringing out the old year was discontinued some time ago owing to 
the Rector holding a watch-night service.

This year, however, as the church is not blacked out, service could 
not be held, and the ringers at once seized the opportunity once 
again to do their bit.

A fter the usual proceedings the bells were lowered in peal at 12.45 
and the ringers were kindly entertained by Mr. D. Mee, the secretary 
o f the Church Council, and Mrs. Mee. They wish to express their 
kind appreciation o f this thoughtfulness and generosity.

DON IN G TO N  G R A M M A R  SC H O O L C A M P A N O LO G IC A L 
SOCIETY.

H O W  IT  STARTED.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I was surprised to read Mr. E. A. Barnett’s encouraging 
remarks about our society in ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ o f January 12th, 
and thank him very much for his very kind wishes. However did a 
‘ Doningtonian Magazine 5 reach M r. B arnett?

In  1958 our newly-appointed headmaster, Mr. S. E. Taylor, o f Godal- 
niing, asked me if I  knew anything about handbells and whether I 
would be willing to start a bellringing society in the school. I  told 
him that, though m y experience on handbells was very limited, I knew 
a little about change ringing and that I should be only too delighted 
to start such a society. Mr. Taylor then told me the history o f our 
bells. His grandfather, Mr. Samuel Fowler, was in a church choir in 
Canterbury, where Canon Helmore started a band o f handbell ringers, 
which Mr. Fowler joined. The band o f ringers broke up and the bells 
were stored for over 50 years. Mr. Taylor had tried without success 
to find handbell ringers in all the schools in which he had taught.

The Handbell Ringing Society is held, like other school societies, 
after school each Thursday afternoon, and these practices last about 
an hour and a half. M ost o f the members would like a  practice every 
evening! Several o f the boys were able to handle a bell in their local 
church, but, with the exception o f one boy, John Firth, none o f them 
knew anything about changes. Thus, having rung many courses o f 
Bob Minor, much credit is due to the boys for  their keenness and 
perseverance.

I  am delighted to add that boys belonging to our society are attached 
to the following local churches : W igto ft and Donington, Swineshead, 
Bicker, Billingborough and Gosberton. JOH N  E. ALLEN.

FO U R -P A R T  PEALS O F BO B M A JO R ,
To the Editor.

Sir,— In Mr. C. Fenn’ s letter o f December 29th, 1939, he gives the 
figures o f a peal o f 5,056 Bob M ajor under the name of Mr. A. C. Hardy. 
This was composed in the year 1886 by Mr. J. J. Brierley, and the 
figures m ay be found in the Central Council’ s Collection o f Peals, 
where they appear as the reverse variation o f peal No. 107, together 
with several other four-part peals on the plan by the same composer.

The calling o f Mr. H ardy’ s peal is identical with that o f Mr. 
Brierley’s, except that the form er peal is started from the sixth course- 
end o f the latter one, thus giving 32546 as the first part-end, instead 
of 54326.

CHARLES W . ROBERTS.
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MEARS & 
STAINBANK,

Foundry  
E stablish ed  
A.D. 1 5 7 0

(1 2 th year 
o f reign o f 
E lizabeth).

SJellfounders & 
18 e 11 Han ger s,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL 
LONDON, E.1.

T eleph one B ish o p sga te  8 8 4 9

S H ER B O R N E  ABB EY RECAST TENOR.
46 cwt. • qr. 5 lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for 

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E L L S
in sets of any number.

B ELL ROPES MUFFLESi &c,

B E L F R Y  GOSSIP.
»Some o f the ringers who travelled to Bristol for  the B .U .R .G . dinner 

on Saturday had long train journeys. One Sheffieldite was about 
seven hours on the ra il; the visitors from  Manchester took nearly as 
long, but the tedium o f the travelling did not rob the ultimate re
union o f any o f its pleasures.

The dinner itself was tim ed to begin an hour earlier, presumably 
because black-out conditions m ade it  difficult to get home, but some 
o f the brighter spirits kept it  up just as late as ever.

A  few  o f the regular visitors were missing— notably one o f the 
Birmingham contingent. They could not be there in the flesh, but 
they were probably present in the spirit.

Several o f the N .U .T .S . were present at the dinner and took the 
opportunity to ‘ snatch * a few m ore towers both on Saturday and 
Sunday.

A pair o f spectacles and a pipe were found after the dinner. The 
owners can have them on application to the hon. secretary (Mr. E. 
Guise).

A  handbell peal by  Mr. James Bullock and two o f his boys was 
rung at Dagenham 011 Saturday. One o f the boys is 15£ and the 
other 13, and they both scored their first peal. The peal was a birth
day compliment to Mrs. Bullock, Miss Jeane Bullock and Leonard 
Bullock. The last named is 10 years o f age and rang 5-6 to a quarter- 
peal o f Doubles 011 the following day.

Mr. J. E. Davis inform s us that owing to the numerous meetings 
arranged in London, the next practice a t St. Botolph’ s, Bishopsgate, 
will be on February 10th.

On January 19th, 1725, the College Y ouths rang their first peal, 
one o f Grandsire Cinques, at St. Bride’s, F leet Street. I t  was the 
first 011 twelve bells and was conducted by  M atthew East. Benjamin 
Annable rang the second.

On January 21st, 1788, the Cam bridge Youths rang at Great St. 
M ary’s 6,600 changes o f B ob Maximus, which still remains the record 
length in the method. On the same date in 1898 the St. M ichael’ s 
Juniors Society of Gloucester rang 5,040 changes o f Cam bridge Sur
prise Royal at Cheltenham. A t the tim e it  was claimed as the first 
peal in the m ethod, but actually as far back as October 26th, 1822, 
the W akefield men had rung one.

James M otts died 011 January 21st, 1923. For m any years he was 
one o f the leading ringers and bob callers at St. Mary-le-Tower, 
Ipswich, and the leading position that band now holds in the Exercise 
is in 110 small degree due to him. He took part in m any famous peals, 
including 16,608 o f Treble Bob, 14,112 o f London Surprise and the first 
peal o f Cam bridge Maximus.

PENTRE RINGER S D E PA R TU R E .
PRESENTATIO N TO M R. T. J. H AM LIN.

The Llandaff and Monmouth Association has suffered a real loss by 
the departure from  Pentre of Mr. T. J. Hamlin, whose connection 
witli the Sc. Peter’s Society covers a period o f 45 years. Coming to 
the Rhondda Valley nearly 50 years ago, he was em ployed at the 
Pentre Colliery until it  closed down in 1935.

H is church activities extended far beyond ringing. H e was for 
m any years a member o f the C.E.M.S., a sidesman for over 40 years, 
Sunday School teacher, verger and secretary o f the local C.E.T.S. 
H e had charge o f the tower clock for 38 years, and the inhabitants of 
Pentre remember with gratitude these many years o f voluntary 
service.

On Sunday, January 14th, before evensong, the local band rang a 
farewell quarter-peal o f Grandsire Triples. The band included one 
ringer with whom Mr. Hamlin had been associated for  45 years, most 
o f the rest having been regular Sunday service ringers for over 25 
years. ” •

Amongst the notable accomplishments which Mr. Hamlin helped 
the band to perform  was the ringing o f the first peals o f Erin Triples 
and O xford Bob Triples in W ales by a local band; also the first peals 
of Stedman Triples, Kent Treble Bob M ajor and Double Norwich for 
the Llandaff and Monmouth Association by a local band. Altogether 
Mr. Hamlin has rung nearly 40 peals, the last being fo r  the Coronation 
of King George V I.

On W ednesday, January 17th, a  suitably inscribed fram ed photo 
o f the St. Peter’ s Society was presented to Mr. Hamlin by  the Rev.
D. Spenser Jones, V icar o f Ystradyfodwg, on behalf o f his fellow- 
ringers.

Fitting tributes were paid to Mr. H am lin’ s unique record and his 
sterling qualities by  the V icar and members o f the society.

A native o f Congresbury, Somerset, Mr. Ham lin ■will reside at 
Yatton, Bristol, with the best wishes o f his fellow-ringers in his 
retirement. ----------------

TH E N .U .T.S.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,- 1 am afraid that the worthy inhabitants o f Chin 11 or 
were indulging in a gentle leg-pull when they told  the N .U .T .S . that 
the bells had not been rung up for a year, since on July 29th, 1939. 
certain local bumpkins looked in at that tower and rang a course of 
London Surprise Minor. I  am almost sure that the bells were rung 
up beforehand.

All power to the N .U .T .S ., and m ay their wheels turn on merrily 
still in 1940, in spite o f these unmannerly interruptions from  the m ain
land. ELLIOT W IG G .

Chearsley Vicarage.
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BRISTOL UNITED GUILDS’ DINNER.
G R E A T  S U C C E S S  D E S P IT E  W A R -T IM E  

C O N D IT IO N S .
T he nineteenth annual dinner o f  Bristol United Ringing Guilds, 

held at the Grand H otel, Bristol, on Saturday, was, despite the 
handicap o f war-time conditions, a great success. Although the num
bers were not quite so great as last year —  which was to be ex
pected— there was, nevertheless, an attendance of some two hundred 
and among the visitors were those who came from  as far afield as 
London, Sheffield, Manchester and Birmingham.

Ringing took place during the afternoon at various Bristol churches 
and the hour of th e ‘ dinner was advanced to five o ’ clock. This year’s 
chairman was Mr. W illiam  Abraham, o f St. Thom as’ Guild, and the 
vice-chairman Mr. Brian Huddleston, o f W estbury. Among those 
present were Mrs. Abraham, the Rev. Canon A. R . Millbourne, the 
Rev. M. Paterson (St.
Thom as’ ), the Rev., Dr.
Stock, the Rev. F . S. Lee 
(St. Ambrose’ s), the Rev.
C. K . Davis, Messrs. S.
F. Palmer, C. Hewitt, J.
W . Jones, G. Popnell,
W ilfred Williams, Mr. 
and Mrs. C. Read, Mr. 
and Mrs. E. Stitch, Mr. 
and Mrs. Shuker, Mr. 
and Mrs. Preston, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ingram , Mr. 
and Mrs. J . F. Small- 
wood.

During, dinner light in
strumental music was 
played by ‘ The Ringers’
Sextet,’ and afterwards 
the Chairman proposed 
‘ The K ing.’ He then 
submitted the toast of 
‘ The Church.’ A fter hav

ing first expressed his ap
preciation o f the honour 
o f being elected chairman 
o f the United Ringing 
Guilds for  194-0, Mr.
Abraham  went on to say 
that the toast had been 
proposed a t m any func
tions in past years be
cause people realised that 
the Church was a  great MR. W I L L I A M  A B R A H A M ,
power for good in Eng
land. A t a tim e when the country was at war they had. special reason 
for remem bering the Church. Those who served in the last war would 
not easily forget the splendid services rendered by the chaplains and 
the Church Army. He could speak from  personal experience and had 
m any pleasant recollections. They took it  for granted that the Church 
would not forget its duty to those serving with the Forces during 
this present struggle. They welcomed as their guest that evening 
Canon Milbourne, who until recently enjoyed the distinction of being 
head o f the famous Colston Boys’ School, and they fe lt sure he would 
continue to be prom inent in the city and in the service of the Church 
(applause). In  past years that dinner had been honoured at different 
times by three Bishops, two Archdeacons and other eminent clergymen 
and they were grateful to Canon M ilbourne for his presence that night. 
Ringers served the Church in its towers and were pleased that the 
clergy recognised them. Mr. Abraham added a personal appreciation 
o f their friend, the V icar o f St. Thom as’ , for his kindness and con
sideration at all times. Continuing, he said that, whatever the future 
activities of the Church, ringers would support the Church in giving 
a clear lead towards removing many o f the causes of war. No one 
could fa il to respond to such a call, and the probable result would 
be a much better understanding between the nations of the world 

M AKING A GREAT NOISE.
Canon Millbourne, who responded to the toast, brought a message 

from  the Dean o f Bristol, who, he said, was very sorry not to be able 
to attend. They, on their part, were^ also sorry he was not present, 
but were glad to know that the Dean was taking two or three days 
of the summer holiday he lost last year. He (Canon Millbourne) con
fessed he felt one up on the Dean, for lie was very glad and grateful 
for the p r iv ileg e 'o f coming to the dinner. The Dean had the better 
claim to be there, because he knew something about bellringing, 
whereas the subject was a. closed book to him (the speaker). He 
hoped however, that some day he m ight be allowed the privilege of 
seeing the ringers at their job .- They were people who created a great 
volume o f sound. W hen he was young he wanted to make a great 
volume o f sound, but he took the wrong turning^ and learned to plav 
the trom bone (laughter). If,, when playing that instrument, one made 
a mistake, one could not pass it  off with a cough (laughter). But 
ringers either did not make mistakes or else they knew perfectly well 
that the average layman would not know that they had made a 
mistake (laughter).

Continuing, Canon M illbourne said he thought he m ight sum up 
everything that m ight be said in response to the toast by  quoting 
some words lie once s a w :—

‘ As long as bells do ringe 
Shall alle menne singe 
Praise to our Heavenly K inge.’

The voice o f the bells was, he said, the voice o f the Church and the 
ringers w ere . an essential part of the Church. The Church could 
afford to be grateful to the ringers whenever bells were being rung. 
He trusted that they would soon hear the voice o f the bells in such 
volume as they had never heard before, ringing for peace, and that 
in those bells they would hear the voice o f the Church. But come it 
soon or come it  late, the bells would be the voice o f the Church’, and 
the Church was grateful for the toast which the ringers had honoured 
that night (applause).

A  W ELCOM E RETURN.
The Rev. M. Paterson, who proposed ‘ The Ringing W orld ,’ said 

when he spoke on the same toast at that dinner last year he told 
them he was making his farewell speech. H e told them lie had been 
present at sixteen o f those dinners, that he had made a number of 
speeches, that he had given them a great amount o f good advice; 
he had told  the ringers how they ought to behave to .raw recruits; 
how they ought to behave to the c lergy ; he had told the clergy how 
they ought to behave to the ringers— alas, there were so few clergy 
present— and he had also, told ringers how t-licy ought to behave 
towards themselves. Having said farewell to them last year, lie 
ought to apologise for being present that night, but lie was there for 
three reasons. The first was that he was V icar o f St. Thomas’ Church 
and one o f St. Thom as’ ringers was their chairman .(applause). Tt 
would have been singularly ungrateful if he had not been present 
when he was in the chair. The senior churchwarden o f St. Thom as’ , 
who had been present at many o f those dinners, would also have been 
with them  but for the illness o f his w ife: The second reason why he 
(Mr. Paterson) was present, despite his speech last year, was that the 
Editor o f ‘ The Ringing W o r ld ’ expressed his regret at the farewell 
and he felt that that was a very good reason for making another 
speech (laughter and applause). The third reason was. a purely selfish 
one; and that was that he would not have to go home in a Bristol 
bus. M :. Paterson offered some amusing but pungent, criticism o f the 
Bristol buses-and said he would rather have had the old trams, but 
he praised the skill of the bus drivers and the courtesy o f the 
conductors.

Proceeding, Mr. Paterson said lie owed a debt of gratitude to. the 
Editor o f ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ because 011 the last two occasions he 
had flattered his vanity, not only by reporting his speeches in full, but 
by  writing 011 each occasion a leading article about what he had said. 
The Editor was present with them  011 that occasion for many reasons; 
one was to remind ringers that there existed a  paper devoted entirely 
to their interests. H e (the speaker), as a citizen, read a daily news
paper, and as long as Sir John Simon left him a few . pennies 
(laughter), he hoped to continue to read a daily paper. As a church
man he also read a Church paper; i f  he were a ringer lie should 
most certainly also feel it his duty to take in one more paper, and 
that paper would be ‘ The R inging W orld  ’ (applause). H e thanked 
the Editor for  the great courtesy he had shown to him personally on 
many occasions, and in the name o f the ringers he thanked him also 
for the great work he had done, was doing and would do for all those 
who found their pleasure in the towers o f the churches, throughout 
the land (applause).

Mr. J. S. Goldsmith, in thanking the Rev. M. Paterson for his kindly 
speech, expressed the pleasure all the company present must feel thal 
they had the V icar o f St. Thom as’ once m ore with them and,that his 
name was again on the toast list. H e drew attention, to the fact 
that Mr. Paterson had not, on this occasion, m entioned.that it  was 
his farewell speech, and they would all hope he would long be- Spared 
to come among them 011 the occasion of the Bristol Guilds’ dinner 
(applause). Continuing, Mr. Goldsmith said when the war started H 
looked as if ringing would collapse, and there was, in the early weeks, 
the definite possibility that ‘ The Ringing W orld  ’ would have to pull 
down the blinds. H appily they had tided over those particularly 
difficult days, and, partly at any rate, through the. lead given by 
‘ The Ringing W orld ,’ ringing activity had been resumed and w;is 
increasing. He congratulated the Bristol United Guilds upon their 
courage in holding that dinner in the face of m any obstacles, and 
congratulated them also upon the success o f the gathering.

LOOKING TO TH E  FUTURE.
Mr. J. F. Smallwood proposed the toast o f ‘ The Gloucester and 

Bristol Diocesan Association and the Bristol United Guilds.’ The 
name o f the association, he said, conjured up the names o f many 
famous ringers connected with it, among them those o f the Rev.
C. D. P . Davies, the brothers James, Jim Hinton, Jack Wilkins and 
many others. H e thought it was a great thing that at those gather
ings they should remember the stalwarts who had contributed 
largely to the building up o f that society. H e could claim to have a 
definite link with the association, because, about 30 years ago, one of 
its members, Adolphus Roberts, called his first peals o f Stedman 
Triples and Double Norwich. In return he taught Adolphus Roberls 
to ride a bicycle (laughter), and those who . knew Adolphus Roberts 
could imagine what a task that was, for  he stood about 6ft. 4in. in 
height and weighed about 16 stones (laughter). The Gloucester and 
Bristol Association had played a considerable part in the building up

(Continued on next page.)
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of the Exercise as they knew it to-day, and he was astonished recently 
to  find that in the last war, out o f a resident membership o f 600, 
the association yielded 350 members to His M ajesty’s Forces, 60 o f 
whom did not return. H e thought that was a wonderful record. I t  
was, he continued, fairly safe to assume that in the difficult days 
that lie ahead a somewhat similar position would arise. The younger 
members would once m ore be called upon to serve the country. Last 
year he put in a strong appeal for recruitm ent to make up the losses 
which naturally occurred. Now, it  seemed to him, with the greater 
loss which would have to be faced, it  would need a greater effort 
than ever. I t  was really up to the clergy to provide them  with the 
suitable m aterial to fill their ranks, and then it  was up to the ringers 
to make the best use o f that m aterial. There was always a good deal 
o f wastage. Young men took up ringing, found there was a  job  of 
work in it  and gave it  up when they were on the point o f becoming 
a success. H :  thought the associations should give m ore careful study 
to the questions o f proper training and the prevention o f wastage in 
the future. In Bath they had been very successful in holding com 
bined practices on Saturday afternoons. H e commended this to his 
Bristol friends and other towns. I t  was better for  a few  towers to 
combine and have one good practice than for all the towers to give 
up practice because they could not get enough ringers. He thought 
it was up to the associations and guilds to take a m ore definite in
terest in the training of ringers. Associations occasionally devoted 
guild funds to grants for bell restorations, which seemed to indicate 
that there was money about, but he personally would sooner see 
money devoted to training ringers than to bell restorations. I t  was 
up to the Church authorities and the parishioners to keep their bells 
in order; they, as ringers, should use their m oney for the proper 
training o f ringers. H e was very much opposed to building up large 
surpluses in association funds. H e did not think they should regard 
a ringing society as a sorb o f savings association, but devote their 
funds to the art they all loved. He would even say that if  money 
was short, they m ight voluntarily pay an increased subscription to 
their societies. W ith regard to the Bristol U nited Guilds, ringers 
had come to expect the. unexpected. H e had in his pocket the menu 
card o f the first dinner held 18 years ago. He attended that dinner 
and had not missed m any since, and he was glad to see that his 
friends in Bristol had stuck to the event. Looking at that gathering, 
he thought all would agree that it  was fully justified, and he con
gratulated the comm ittee upon their courage in going on with the 
orgai isation o f the dinner. W hat Bristol did to-day Birmingham 
thought to-morrow. Birmingham had taken courage from  Bristol’s 
action and was going to keep its Johnson dinner going. He con
gratulated Mr. Guise and the committee on the success o f the gather
ing (applause). In the absence of the Master o f the association, he 
coupled with the toast the name o f Mr. J. Gould, who had been a 
member for  over fifty years.

Mr. Gould, in a brief but fitting reply, also recalled the names of 
many past members o f the Gloucester and Bristol Association who 
had helped to build up the fortunes o f the organisation, and hoped 
all the members would do their best to keep ringing going in these 
difficult times. H e said he had been a member for  56 or 57 years 
and had always m et good company (applause).

A WELCOME TO THE V ISITO R S.
The Vice-Chairman submitted ‘ Kindred Guilds and Associations,’ 

and warmly welcomed the visitors and the representatives o f other 
associations. Such gatherings as that, he said, m arked the great bond 
o f  friendship that existed among ringers. Some men, however, were 
content to climb the same old belfry steps week after week, pull the 
same old rope, ring the same old bell to the same old method. That 
was not the spirit o f the true bellringer, who should be glad to visit 
neighbouring towers and lend a hand wherever help was needed.

Mr. E. Stitch (Swansea and Brecon Guild) responded and thanked 
the Bristol United Guilds for arranging that most enjoyable gathering. 
The gathering helped to make for  sociability and friendliness among 
ringers and without these things it  was not worth having. H e had 
been coming to Bristol for  twelve years, and whenever he came there, 
or, indeed, wherever he went in -any part of the country, he m et with 
the greatest friendliness from  ringers. H e congratulated the Bristol 
Guilds upon holding the dinner and said the visitors greatly appre
ciated what had been done for them  (applause).

Mr. Emery, the pro-vice-chairman, proposed thanks to the artistes. 
I t  was a  toast, he said, to which he responded 19 years ago, and on 
the 2 1st birthday o f that gathering he was looking forward to occupy
ing the chair. The great feature o f that dinner was the musical 
program me. The standard was very high and they deeply appreciated 
the kindness o f the artistes.

Mr. Vaughan Colman acknowledged the vote and said it  was always 
a  pleasure tc reciprocate the kindness shown by Mr. Read and Mr. 
Guise as well as to perform  before an appreciative audience.

The musical programme which had been arranged fu lly  upheld the 
reputation established in past years and included items o f great 
variety. The music during dinner was greatly enjoyed, and among 
the items which followed was the singing of Master Butler, a chorister 
at St. Thom as’ Church, who gave beautiful renderings o f such songs 
as ‘ Pipes o f P an ,’ ‘ W here’er you walk,’ ‘ Smilin* through ’ and 
‘ Bird songs at Eventide.’ He was accompanied at the piano by Mr. 
Clifford Hensley, the organist and choirmaster. Music and song were 

(Continued in next column.)

ROYAL CUMBERLAND YOUTHS.
BROADCASTIN G TO BE REN EW ED A T  ST. M AR T IN ’S.

The annual general m eeting o f the Society o f R oyal Cumberland 
Youths was held on Saturday, January 20th, at St. M artin’s-in-the- 
Fields. The bells were available from  2.30 p.m . to 4 o ’ clock, and 
many members and friends took the opportunity to have a pull. 
Among those present were Mr. and Mrs. R . F. Deal, Mr. J. Armiger 
Trollope, Mr. Ernest C. S. Turner, Mr. Stafford H . Green, Mr. Horace 
Belcher and Mr. W illiam  Hewett.

Considering the severe weather and war conditions prevailing, the 
attendance was very gratifying, well over 50 people putting in an 
appearance in the course o f the day.

A t the business meeting, held in the Vestry Hall, the V icar (the 
Rev. P at McCormick) welcomed the gathering and congratulated the 
society on having such a good m eeting. He said he expected the 
Sunday evening broadcast services to be resumed at St. M artin’s on 
April 7th, but instead o f being m onthly the service would only be 
held quarterly. H e hoped the ringers would be able to continue their 
part o f the program me as before the war. H e also stated there was 
to be a  service broadcast monthly to the Empire on the third  Sunday, 
commencing with February 18th. The tim e fixed for  the service, how
ever, was so early— namely, 8.30 a .m .— that he feared he would have 
the greatest difficulty in getting a congregation to support him. He 
asked the ringers to bring the service to the notice o f anyone who 
might be interested and who could attend. So far nothing had been 
heard that the bells would be required at these broadcasts.

The balance- sheet was circulated to the members and showed a 
slightly decreased balance on the year’s working.

I t  was pointed out by  the secretary (Mr. G. W . Steere) that in 
some cases the collection o f steepleage had been overlooked, and 
asked the members to keep the m atter in mind for  the future.

The secretary announced apologies for absence from  Mr. and Mrs.
G. W . Fletcher, Mr. James Parker, Mr. A . H . Pulling and Mr. W . J. 
Robinson.

The company was then asked to  stand in silence for  a few  moments 
to the memory o f those who had passed away since the last meeting. 
These included Mrs. W illiam  E. Taylor, Mr. H arold N . Davis, Mr. 
Alfred Pye and Mr. John H . Cheesman.

The hon. secretary reported that ten peals were rung by the society 
during 1939, including Stedman Cinques 4, Stedman Caters 1, Super
lative 1, Bob M ajor 1, Spliced Minor in 30 methods 1, M inor in seven 
methods 2. The Master, Mr. G. H . Cross, had conducted six o f these, 
Mrs. Fletcher one, Mr. G. Gilbert one and Mr. R . B ird one. By far 
the mosr- interesting peal, the secretary stated, was the Bob M ajor, 
rung entirely by a band o f ladies. Very few societies outside the ranks 
o f the Ladies’ Guild could boast such a perform ance, and the society 
owed a deep debt o f gratitude to Mrs. J. E. Davis and Mrs. E. K . 
Fletcher for  arranging and conducting the peal respectively.

M ention was made o f the great disappointment fe lt by the members 
in the cancellation o f the proposed jo in t m eeting w ith the Ancient 
Society o f College Youths, arrangements for  which were alm ost com 
plete when hostilities commenced. I t  is hoped that this meeting will 
lie held when the war is over. Another jo in t m eeting which had to 
be dropped was that which was scheduled to take place in October at 
W altham Abbey with the Essex and Middlesex Associations.

The following officers were all re-elected: Master, Mr. G. H . Cross; 
hon. treasurer and secretary, Mr. G. W . S teere; senior steward, Mr. 
T. B ev an ; junior steward, Mr. R . C. H eazell; trustees, Mr. A. H ardy 
and Mr. C. J. M atthews; auditors, Mr. A. W . J. Hughes and Mr.
F. G. Symonds.

Mr. J. A. Trollope and Mr. A. Everett were proposed for  the post 
o f junior steward, but both withdrew. M r. A . J. W . Hughes’ name 
was also put forward, a ballot resulting in Mr. Heazell’s re-election 
by one vote.

Twelve new members were elected, viz. : Mrs. K . B . Jones, o f Bexley; 
Mr. R . C. H . Connolly, W atford ; Mr. J. M. G ayford, L ittle W altham ; 
Mr. N  F. Grinham, B oreham ; Mr. F. E. Hawthorne, Thames D itton ; 
and Mr. Frank Mitchell, Mr. Alan Hall, Mr. Alan Ball, M r. Alfred 
Williams, Mr. Kenneth Medhurst, Mr. R obert Holden, all o f  Bexley; 
and Mr. A. J. Carter, o f Hampstead.

I t  was decided to arrange a m eeting at Bexley in June, at the 
invitation o f Mr. H erbert Holden,  ̂and to explore the possibility o f a 
combined practice at Shoreditch in March, in conjunction with St. 
B otolph’s, Bishopsgate.

On the m otion o f the Master, it  was decided to hold the dinner in 
abeyance until peace is restored.

The election o f the following members at Christchurch on August 
12tli was confirmed : Mrs. F. T . Marshallsay, Mr. W illiam  E. Cheater 
and Mr. H arry J . Gillard.

Mr. C. J. Matthews proposed a hearty vote o f thanks to  the V icar 
for the use o f the bells and the Vestry Hall.

The m eeting concluded with a vote o f thanks to the secretary, 
moved by Mr. A. Hardy.

(Continued from  previous column.) 
provided by the Dallin B rothers; there was a ‘ Cabaret Fraction ’ 
under the direction o f Miss Edie R yan ; com edy was sustained by Mr. 
George Cooper, while Mr. E. Vaughan Colman mystified the audience 
with some very clever conjuring tricks. Last but not least Mr. Charles 
Thomas entertained the audience with some good stories.
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CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
M ACCLESFIELD BRAN CH  A N D  EFFECTS OF W A R .

Despite the fog  and severe frost, m ore than 20 stalwarts from 
Macclesfield and the outlying districts m et at Christ Church on 
January 13th for the general meeting o f the Macclesfield Branch of 
the Chester Diocesan Guild. The first comers arrived about 3 p.m., 
among whom were the Rev. Benson and Mr. W . Dean, both welcome 
visitors, who are connected with the N orth Staffs Association. The 
bells o f Christ Church, a melodious peal o f eight, are notorious for 
their strange antics, especially to the uninitiated in their pranks, and, 
apart from  some o f the local company, many o f the visitors were in 
‘ trouble * quite early. Notwithstanding this, courses in several 
standard methods were successfully brought round.

The Guild service was conducted by the Rev. S. J. F . Sharpies 
(Vicar), who gave a very interesting address touching on the different 
ways in which the sound o f the bells is interpretated by various people.

A t the business meeting which followed the secretary’s report on 
the activities o f the branch during 1939 and the balance sheet were 
unanimously adopted.

The Rev. S. J. F. Sharpies was elected chairman of the branch and 
Mr. T . Taylor vice-chairman.

The following retiring officers were re-elected for  a further term  of 
office: R inging Master, Mr. J . W orth ; secretary, Mr. J. T ipper; 
treasurer, Mr. J . N orbury; representative on the Guild Committee, 
Mr. T. T aylor; instructors to the branch, Messrs. W . Gayes, T . Taylor 
and J. W orth ; whilst Mr. J . W orth  was also nom inated as change 
ringing member on the Guild Committee.

R inging meetings were provisionally arranged to take place during 
1940 at Bosley, Gawsworth, Chelford and Bollington, subject to the 
consent o f the incumbents concerned.

The meeting concluded with a hearty vote o f thanks to the Vicar 
for presiding a t  the meeting, for taking the service and for the use 
o f the bells, to the Rev. L . Copestake for officiating a t the organ 
during the service, and last, but by no means least, to the ladies 
who had made all arrangements for the very enjoyable tea.

The V icar responded with a happy little speech, a fter which further 
use was made of the bells until 7.30 p.m.

YOUTiH SHOULD BE ENLISTED.
The secretary’s report stated that cessation o f practice nights during 

the -winter months due to the national em ergency had presented a 
real difficulty, and this feature had to a very large degree caused lack 
o f interest. In  consequence poor attendance on Sundays for  service 
ringing had resulted in some instances. H e sincerely hoped that 
practice nights would be resumed during the summer months, also 
that full advantage would be taken o f them to bring interest back 
again. I t  was pleasing to note that practice nights had recently been 
resumed at Christ Church and the Parish Church, thanks to the valued 
co-operation o f the V icar o f Christ Church. Seventeen members had 
taken part in 23 peals during the year, o f which five were rung at 
towers connected with the Macclesfield Branch. A  decrease o f 21 was 
re.vealed in the number o f peals rung during 1939 compared with 1938, 
whilst further decreases o f four are shown in the number o f members 
taking part and eight in the number o f peals rung in the Macclesfield 
Branch. I t  should be borne in mind, however, that owing to the 
outbreak o f war very few  peals had been rung since Septem ber 3rd, 
whereas peal ringing activity was a t its height during this period in 
1938. There were now seven honorary members, 58 ringing members 
and three junior members, making a total o f 68, a decrease of one 
com pared with 1938. Of this total, five had already been called to 
the colours, and in this respect the membership m ay be further re
duced by the calls o f m ilitary service. They must, therefore, attempt 
to persuade youths to take up the art o f change ringing to ensure 
the full number of bells being rung every Sunday for service. It  had 
been suggested in ‘ The R inging W orld  ’ that suitable recruits would 
be found in the youth leaving the choir owing to change o f voice, as 
it had been found that youths o f this age often tended to leave the 
church thinking there was not a job  for them. Here then was the 
opportunity to retain them in further useful service. The Vicar of 
Bosley had drawn attention to the fa ct that the bells a t  that place 
had been rung only once since the outbreak o f war. Two o f the 
Gawsworth band had been called to the colours and chiming o f  the 
bells had been resorted to for service in this case. I t  was, o f course, 
only to be expected that their activities would be subject to a certain 
amount o f dislocation under present-day conditions, but it  was felt 
that every effort should be made, entailing the co-operation o f each 
m ember o f the branch, to carry on as well as possible, as only by  so 
doing could the spirit o f the Guild be kept alive.

PEN SHURST RINGERS ARE CHOIRM EN.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,— A t Pensliurst Church in the quiet weald of Kent on 
Christmas m orning the ringers m et under the direction o f the Rectoi 
at 6.30 a.m . (without black-out) and rang for early service at 7 a.m. 
Following that they rang for m orning service at 10.30 a.m ., ceasing 
the full octave in peal. Then the whole eight o f tbe band went to 
robe up in the vestry to take their places in the procession and in 
the choirstalls. This, I  think, has been achieved through roping in the 
choirboys a t the time their voices break and before they drift away. 
I  have never been successful in persuading a ringer to join the choir 
or vice versa. In  m y early days, while living in the adjoining parish 
o f  Chiddingstone, there were six of us interested in both.

GEORGE EDW ARDS.

NOTICES.
T H E  C H A R G E  F O R  N O T IC E S  of M eetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1 /6.

N O T IC E S  m u s t  be received N O T  L A T E R  T H A N  
M O N D A Y .

‘ The R inging W orld ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

A ll  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  s h o u ld  b e  s e n t  t o  T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k i n g , S u r r e y .

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Farnham  D is
trict.— The district annual meeting at Farnham  (8 bells) 
on Saturday, Jan . 27th. Service 2.30. R in g in g  3 p.m. 
and after business until 8 p.m. T e a  and business at 
D arracott’s, W est Street, 5 p.m . N ote time of service ! 
Y our support is requested by C. W . Denyer, Hon. Sec., 
120, Ash Road, Aldershot.

Y O R K S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— The annual general 
meeting of the association will be held at Hunslet, near 
Leeds, on Saturday, Ja n . 27th. T h e recently restored 
bells will be available from 2 p.m . A  brief service will 
take place at 4 p.m ., followed by tea in the Parish Room 
at 5 p.m. A charge of is . 4d. per head will be made 
for tea. The annual general m eeting will be held on the 
same premises immediately afterw ards. As urgent and 
important business will be dealt with, a large and repre
sentative attendance is hoped for. Reports will be 
available, and subscriptions are now due. Balm  Road 
cars from Leeds (City Square) pass the church.— L. W . 
G. M orris, Gen. Sec., 65, L ilvcroft Road, Heaton B rad 
ford.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  A N D  L O N 
DON D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— North and E ast D istrict—  
Annual meeting will be held at S t. G iles’-in-the-Fields 
Church on Saturday, Jan . 27th. B ells available at 2.30 
p.m. Service at 4 .30  p.m . T ea to follow at the E x 
press D airy C o., H igh Street, W .C .2 , Branch. H and
bells will be available.— T. J .  Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec ., 57, 
H olloways Lane, North Minims, Hatfield, Herts.

S U R R E Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— North-W estern District. 
— The annual district meeting will be held at Beddington 
on Saturday, Jan uary 27th. Bells available from 3 
o ’clock. Service 4.45. Tea in the V illage  Hall at 5 .30, 
followed by business m eeting. All ringers welcom e.— F .
G. W oodiss, Hon. D is. Sec., 28, Strathearn Road, Sut
ton, Surrey.

S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N — A meeting of 
the W estern Division will be held at W ashington on 
Saturday, Jan u ary  27th. R in gin g 2 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
Tea at Mr. Settabee’s, Is . per head. Business meeting 
to follow to discuss future arrangem ents. H alf rail fare 
(maximum Is . 6d.) to members.— F . H. Meeten, Hon. 
D iv. Sec., 22, North Street, W orthing.

C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D — N orthw ich.Branch. 
— The annual branch meeting will be held at H artford on 
Saturday, Jan u ary  27th. R in g in g  till 5 .30. Service 5.30. 
Tea 6 .15. M eeting after tea. All ringers are welcome.—
H. Parker, Branch Sec.

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N —  
Ilchester D eanery Branch.— The annual meeting will be 
held at Y eovil on Saturday, Jan u ary  27th. Bells (10) 
available 2.30 to 4 p .m ., and after the meeting. Usual 
arrangem ents.— F . Farran t, Martock, Somerset,
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M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  General 
quarterly meeting, Saturday, Jan uary  27th, at E arl Shil
ton. Bells (8) open from  2.30 . Good bus service from 
Leicester and Nuneaton. Committee meet 3-30. Tea
4.30, followed by meeting in H igh Street Schools. Tower 
open till 8 p.m . and convivial at Roebuck Inn afterw ards 
with handbells. Tea, Is . per head.— Ernest M orris, Gen. 
Hon. Sec.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  D IO C E SA N  
G U IL D .— Basingstoke D istrict.— The annual general 
meeting will be held at Basingstoke on Saturday, Jan u 
ary 27th. Bells available from 2.30 p.m. Service in St. 
M ichael’s Church at 4 p.m. T ea at 5 p.m . in Church 
Cottage. Business meeting follow s.— J .  G. Stilwell, Hon. 
D is. See.

B E D F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Luton District. 
-—A meeting will be held at Tilsworth on Saturday, Ja n u 
ary 27th. The six bells (a delightful peal) will be 
available from 2.30 p.m. to 5 p.m. All ringers are in
vited. Buses pass the church..— E . A . Belson, D is. Sec., 
7 , Queen Street, Leighton Buzzard.

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  D IO C E S A N  A S S O 
C IA T IO N .— Cirencester Branch.— The annual meeting 
will be held at Cirencester, on Saturday, Jan uary 27th. 
Parish Church bells (12) available from 2.30 p.m. Tea
4.30, and service at 5 .30.— W . I-I. H ayw ard, Branch 
Hon. Sec., 1, Bow ling Green Road, Cirencester, Glos.

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  An
nual general meeting of Northern District at St. M ary ’s, 
Hitchin, Saturday, Jan uary  27th. Bells available 3 p.m. 
Service 4 .30. Annual meeting 5 p.m. in tower. T ea in
terval until 6.30 p.m. Further ringing till 9 p.m . M ake 
own arrangem ents for tea. B lack  out the blues and en
joy some good ringing. D on’t forget, members of this 
district. Election of officers for 1940.— R . T . Newm an, 
Dis. Sec., 36, Salisbury Road, Baldock.

H E R T F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Eastern D is
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at Plert- 
ford on Saturday, Jan uary 27th. All Sa in ts ’ (10 bells) 
from 2.30 to 4.45 p.m. Bengeo (8) from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Service at All Sa in ts ’ at 4.45 p.m. Tea and business 
meeting at the M ay Flow er on the w ay to Bengeo. W ill 
all committee members make a special effort to attend to 
elect a district secretary on my retirement owing to' cir
cum stances.— A. Laurence. D is. Sec., Hatfield.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Lewisham  D is
trict.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Holy Trinity, 
Dartford, on Saturday, January 27th. Bells available 3- 
5 p.m. Service at 5 . T ea  and business meeting to fol
low. Subscriptions for 1940 are now due and should be 
paid at this m eeting.— A. G. Hill, Plon. D is. Sec.

L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Northern Branch, 
Gainsborough D istrict.— The annual meeting will be held 
at Gainsborough on Saturday, Jan uary 27th. Bells (8, 
tenor 19J  cwt.) available during afternoon and evening. 
Short service.— Geo. L . G. T.unn, Hon. Sec., 248, Lea 
Road, Gainsborough.

L I N C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D . —  Southern 
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at M arket 
Deeping on Saturday, Jan uary  27th, this tower being 
blacked out. Bells (6) will be available from 2.30 to 9 
p.m. Service 4 .30, followed by tea and business meet
ing at Im perial Cafe. Come and m ake this our final 
meeting a success.— C. T . H . Bradley, Hon. Sec ., Folk- 
ingham, Lincs.

BA TPI A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N . 
— C ary Deanery Branch.— The annual meeting will be 
held at Diteheat on Saturday, Jan u ary  27th. Bells 2.30 
to 8.30. Service 3 .45. T ea  and meeting follow ing.— W . 
A . Osborn, Galhampton, Y eovil.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— E ast B erks and 
South Bucks Branch.— The annual committee meeting 
will be held on Saturday, Jan u ary  27th, at All S a in ts ’ , 
Pligh W ycom be, at 3.30 p.m. Bells (12) available 4 to 
7 p.m. Subscriptions now due.— A. D. Barker, Cam 
bridge, W exliam , Slough.

A N C IE N T  S O C IE T Y  O F ' C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .—  
The next meeting will be held at headquarters, The 
Coffee Pot, on Tuesday, Jan uary  30th, at 7 p.m .— A. B. 
Peck, Hon. Sec ., 1, Eversfield R oad, R eigate.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Rochester D is
trict.— A meeting will be held at Rainham  on Saturday, 
February 3rd. Bells available 2 .30. R in g e rs ’ service
4. 15, followed by tea, kindly provided by the Rainham  
ringers, in the Church Hall. Those accepting the in
vitation to tea must advise the undersigned not later 
than Jan uary 30th. A good muster is expected. Sub
scriptions are now due, except from members serving with
H .M . Forces.— G. H. Spice, Hon. Sec., 35, W oodstock 
Road, Sittingbourne.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  A N D  
LO N D O N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— South and W est D is
trict.—-The annual district meeting will be held at Heston 
on Saturday, February 3rd. Church of St. Leonard (8 
bells, tenor 14 cwt.) available 2.30 p.m. to 4.50 p.m. and 
later in the evening. It is also hoped to arrange ringing 
at St. P au l’s. Hounslow, and at St. M ary ’s, Norwood 
Green, if numbers w arrant this. T ea, followed by an
nual business meeting at the W estbrook Memorial Club, 
at 5 p .m ., Is . each. O w ing to the prevailing conditions, 
it is essential that notice should be sent to the under
signed not later than February 1st, as the caterer will not 
guarantee tea for any who have not sent in names. It is 
hoped that members and friends will make a special effort 
to attend in good numbers, and m ake the meeting a 
success.— J .  E . Lew is Cockey, Hon. Dis. Sec ., 16, St. 
St. Stephen’s Road, E alin g , W .13. Telephone, Perivale 
5320.

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  A S S O C IA T IO N .—  
Bristol R ural Branch.— The monthly meeting will be held 
at Coalpit Heath on Saturday, February 3rd. Bells (6) 
open from 2.30 p.m. Service 4 p.m. T ea and meeting 
to follow. P lease advise for tea.— R . C. Gifford, Branch 
Sec.

TO W E R  C L 0C K 5 j .  B. JOYCE & CO. LTD.
W eight D r iven  o r  E le c t r i c '  b y  the « / H I T r H l l D r H  c * i
w o r l d ’ s  o l d e s t  m a k e r s  W m J C n U K C n ,  S A L O P

E stablished  O ver 3 0 0  Y ea rs We hnve experts visiting all parts of the British Isles, and sbati be
I L L U S T R A T E D  A R T  C A T A L O G U E  O N  R E Q U E S T  pleased to carrv out - ~ n ^ o r  g v -^ e p o rt , regarding
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E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— South-Eastern D istrict.—  
— T h e next meeting will be held at Broomfield on Satur
day, February 3rd. Bells available 2 .30. Service 4 .30. 
Tea and business m eeting to follow. W ill those requir
ing tea please let me know definitely by W ednesday, 
January 31s t ? — H . W . Shadrack, Hon. Dis. Sec ., Arbour 
Lodge, 48, Arbour Lane, Chelm sford. (P lease note 
change of address.)

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Liverpool Branch. 
— M eeting at Childwall on February 3rd. Service at 5 
p.m. Tea at 5.30 p .m .— G. R . Newton, Branch Sec.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Oundle 
Branch.— The 4 1s t  annual meeting will be held at Elton 
on Saturday, F eb ru ary  3rd at 2.30. Service 4 . 1 5 . Meat 
Tea, 2s., at 5 p.m. W ill those needing tea write to the 
Rev. A . P . Sym es, W arnington, Peterborough, by Jan . 30th?

LO N D O N  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Northern D is
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held on Satur
day, February 3rd. R in g in g  at St. Law rence Jew ry , 
City, from 3 p.m . until ‘ black-out ’ time. A  good at
tendance is requested, as several of the present officers 
will not seek re-election.— J .  G. A . Prior, Hon. Sec ., 2 , 
Thorncliffe R oad, Clapham P ark , S .W .2.

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— South-W estern D ivision.—  
— A  practice meeting will be held at W oodford on Satur
day, February 3rd. Bells (8) from 2.30 p.m . to 5.30 p.m.

- J .  H. Crampion, Hon. Dis. Sec.
L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Elloe Deaneries 

Branch.— The annual meeting of the above will be held 
at Pinchbeck 011 Saturday, February 3rd. Bells available 
from 2 p.m . Tower; blacked out. Service 3.30 p.m. 
Tea 4.15 p.m . Business meeting afterw ards. A ll those 
intending to be present must let me know by Jan uary 
30th.— Geo. Ladd, Hon. Sec., Pinchbeck, Spalding.

B E D F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Bedford D is
trict.— The annual meeting of this district will be held at 
Bromham on Saturday, Feb. 3rd. Bells (8) available 
from 2 .30. Tea at 5 p.m ., followed by business meeting. 
O wing to catering difficulties, tea can only? be provided 
for those who notify me by February 2nd. All very w el
come.— F ran k  C. Tysoe, 10, Grange Road, Bromham, 
Bedford.

B R IG H T O N .— The next practice m eetings will be 
held on Saturdays, at 3 p .m ., as fo llow s: February? 3rd, 
St. P eter’s ; February 17th, Good Shepherd ; March 2nd, 
St. N icholas’ ; March 16th, St. P eter’s— S , E . Arm strong, 
2:1, Kenm ure Avenue, Brighton 6 .

W IT H IN G T O N , N E A R  H E R E F O R D .— The restored 
ring of six  will be re-dedicated by the Lord Bishop of 
Hereford at the 11 a.m . Service on Sunday, February 
4th. The two trebles recast and the peal re-hung with 
modern fittings in new iron frame by G illettand Johnston.

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .—  Chertsey D is
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at Egham  
on Saturday, February 10th. Bells (8) available 2.30 
p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea in Church Hall 5 p.m. It 
is hoped to have some more ringing after meeting. To 
ensure tea, a postcard by Tuesday, February 6th, please. 
All ringerg- are welcome.— F . E . Hawthorne, Hon. Dis. 
Sec., 39, Queen’s Road, Tham es Ditton.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Preston Branch.—  
The next meeting will be held at H igher W alton on 
Saturday, February 10th. Bells available from 3 o ’clock. 
Reports to hand.—-F. R igb y, Hon. Sec., 8, Carrington 
Road, .Chorley,

LO N D O N  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  A N D  N O R T H  
S O U T H W A R K  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Annual meeting 
February 10th. R in g in g : St.. Mary.-le-Bow, Cheapside, 
3 to 4.30 p .m .; St. Botolph’s, B ishopsgate, 3 to 4.15 
p.m. ; St. Clement D anes, Strand, 3.15 to 4.45 p.m . Tea 
5 p .m ., P erd y ’s Restaurant, E ssex  Street, Strand, fol
lowed here by business meeting 6 p.m. Nam es for tea 

■ to me, please, by February 7th.— T . W . Taffender, Hon. 
Sec., 26, Southway, R aynes P ark , S .1/V.20.

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— W estern 
D istrict.— The annual meeting of the district will be held 
at Apsley on Saturday, February 10th. Bells (6) avail
able from 3 p.m. B u sin ess: Committee, and arrange
ments for 1940. Usual arrangem ents, but tea only pro
vided for those who let me know by Tuesday, Jan uary 
30th..—W . Ayre, D is. Sec.

T O  L E T .
D E T A C P IE D  C O T T A G E  (2 bedroom s), to let,cheap 

to churchman qualified to sing tenor in v illage choir, with 
option of part-tim e agricultural em ploym ent; or boy full 
time,— R ev. . F . L . Edw ards, K ington M agna, Gilling
ham, Dorset.

A N O T H E R  KENT RIN GER'S DEATH .
The Kent County Association has lost by death another ringer, 

Mr. Charles R. Goodburn, of M ilton-next-Gravesend, who passed away 
at the early age of 43 years. He was a native o f Newington, Folke
stone, where Ins father was verger and sexton for over 30 years.

Mr. Goodburn served in the Royal Garrison Artillery from  1916-1919, 
and there is 110 doubt that an illness contracted during that period 
hastened his end.

He was most regular in his attendance at ringing when his duties 
perm itted and will be missed in M ilton tower, where lie had been a 
member for  10 years. H e was also a m ember o f the Ancient Society 
of College Youths.

The funeral took place on Thursday, January 11th, the service being 
held in M ilton Church and conducted by the Rector, the Rev. II. ,T. 
Powell, an hon. member o f the association. He afterwards perform ed 
the comm ittal rites a t Gravesend Cemetery. Mr. F. M. Mitchell 
(leader o f the tower and hon. secretary of the County Association) 
and Mr. J. Buries (deputy leader) represented the. ringers. A widow, 
three sons and four daughters are bereaved.

M I S C E L L A N E O U S
GREAT YARM O U TH .— A t St. Nicholas’ Church 011 Sunday, Decem 

ber 31st, for m orning service, a quarter-peal o f Grandsire Triples 
(1,260 changes) : George Paston 1, P . Newstead 2, R . Davey (con
ductor) 3, J . G. W . H arwood 4, Bdr. C. M ilton, R .A . (Exeter) 5, A. 
W igm ore 6 , A. M oy 7, H . Jerm y 8 .

ASHFORD, KEN T.— A t the Parish Church on Tuesday, December 
26th, a quarter-peal o f Stedman Triples: T . T abrett 1, H. C. Castle 2, 
W . Ring 3, P . Page 4, W . A. Oldfield 5, W . Prior 6, O. W . Everett 
(conductor) 7, Dan Godden 8. Rung on the occasion o f the wedding 
of Miss Nora Swaffer, daughter o f Mr. George Swafler, late ringer of 
Ashford, now o f Canterbury.

CH IDDINGFOLD, SU R R E Y .— On Sunday, December 17th, for 
morning service,.-a. -quarter-peal o f Stedman Triples (1,260 changes.),.: 
J. H . B. Hesse 1, E. J . Ayliffe 2, F . Bowden 3, A. E. Brown (first in 
m ethod) 4, M. Smither 5, H . W ootton (first in method) 6 , A. J. 
Bartlett (conductor) 7, H. Mullard 8.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POW ELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from  the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting o f peals o f  Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection o f Compositions included.
P r ic e :— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 / 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers , 64 pp ., 

1/2 (6 copies for  6/-).
O b tain a b le  o n ly  p o s t  fr e e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

S t a v e r t on V ic a r a g e , n e a r  D a ven try ,
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The Central Council Publications
TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE.

From the Hon. Librarian. 
Mr. W .  H . J. HOOTON, Homefield, Biiton Grange, near Rugby.

e. d.
OOLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-BeU Treble

Dominated Methods) ..................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALB— Section II . (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) .......................................................... 9
OOLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III . (Double Norwich) ... 9
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections 
OOLLECTION OF PLA IN  M AJOR AND CATER METHODS

(Out o f Print)
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..................................... 1 O
MODEL RULES FOR A LOCAL COM PANY   (Out o f Print)
R EPO RT OF CONFERENCE W IT H  S .P .A .B ......................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN  TH E CARE AN D USE OF

BELLS ..................................................................................................  l i
ON THE PRESERVATIO N  OF BELLS ................... (Out of Print)
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ... ... 3

Cambridge Surprise M ajor ..................  2
Double Norwich and Cam bridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise M ajor ........................... 2

H IN TS TO IN STRU CTORS AND BEGINNERS ................... 2
V AR IATIO N  AND TRAN SPOSITION  ......................................... 1 O
OOLLECTION OF DOUBLES AN D M INOR METHODS (New

Edition) ......................... . ................................................... ........... 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
R E V ISE D  PRICES.

' RO PE-SIG H T , 1 Is. lO d .; ninth ed ition ; 150 pages; treat* Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

* G R A N D SIR E ,’ 2s. 10d.; second edition; 204 pages, comm encing on
five bells, com plete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

* STAN D ARD  M ETH ODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
4 STEDM AN,’ 2s. lOd.— N O W  R E A D Y . An entirely new book by 

J . Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions fo r  ringing and conducting the method 

on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 
‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. 10d.; second edition ; with appendix; 100 pages.
* SU RPRISE METHODS,* 2s. lOd. A  book by the late Rev. 0 . D. P.

Davies, M .A ., F .R .A .S . Contains a tabulated list o f  peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt o f  postal order, from

Miss Margaret E. SNOWDON, Gartmel, Lancs

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, (Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

4 BOB M INOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

4 CAM BRIDGE M INOR AND M AJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7Jd. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

ALFRED B0WELL,
IPSWICH

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON - STRETGHINO

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
C H U R C H  B E L L  ROPB M A N U F A C T U R E R S

LOUGHBOROUGH
E S T . 1 8 2 0  ____________ P R IC E  L IS T  O F
T E L , 2 4 0 0  ------------------------ T H E  S O L E  M A K E R S

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M ATS AND BELL M UFFLERS

-/o v e r  io o
___________________________ If YEAR'S .

JO HN S M IT H  & SO NS Q U E E N  S T ., DER BY

Printed fo r  the Proprietor by  the W oodbridge Press, L td ., Guild
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., L td ., Breams 
Buildings, London, B.O.4.

BELL ROPES
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UNPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS.
The story o f unpaid subscriptions and lapsed member

ship is not new to ringing organisations, and it w as re
newed on Saturday at the annual meeting of the North- 
W estern D ivision o f the Surrey Association. The same 
tale has been told in various parts of the country fre
quently of late, just as it has been told through the years. 
There have alw ays been the backsliders who, with one 
excuse or another, or none at all, have failed to pay up. 
The small annual subscription which is involved should 
be a first charge on the loyalty of a member, not only be
cause membership implies recognition of the liability, but 
because no association could survive if the m ajority of the 
members adopted an attitude of indifference in regard to 
their financial responsibility. The Surrey Association is 
by no means alone in the justice of its complaint, and de
faulters, w herever they are, are equally to be condemned. 
W e do not, o f course, include am ong them those ringers 
who are unable to pay their subscriptions through falling 
upon adverse times— unemployment, illness and other 
causes may impose a strain upon them which m akes even 
the small contribution to a ringing society an impossible 
burden. The defaulters of whom secretaries complain are 
not of this category. The people who give the secretaries 
trouble are those who do not pay through sheer laxity. 
They not only handicap the w ork of the associations, but 
multiply the task  of the secretaries, whose voluntary 
labours and sacrifice of time count with them for nothing. 
The retiring Surrey district secretary ventured the opinion 
that any association would be better off without these 
slack and lukewarm  members, and many other association 
officials will, w e feel, agree with him. They are a  clog 
in the wheels, and if only the energy which has to be 
devoted to stirring them into action could be diverted to 
more productive channels much greater good might 
often be accomplished.

There is special reason w hy, at this time, the payment 
of subscriptions should be promptly made. M any associa
tions have already relieved members serving with the 
forces of paying their contributions until their return to 
civil life, and others intend to take this course. As the 
call-up of men proceeds, this will m ake a grow ing de
mand upon funds, which, in m any cases, are not too 
strong even now, and every member who is left behind 
should m ake it a  point o f honour to pay, and pay 
promptly. This decision to release serving members from 
their subscriptions, which w as first suggested in this 
column, is being very generally  followed, and we hope the 
other proposal, that w a s  made at the sam e time, that 
those who are left in the belfries should voluntarily make 

(Continued on page 50.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L ISH E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
M ah ers o f m any o f  the largest a n d  m ost im p orta n t C lo c h s  

in  the W orld .

I

C L O C K S  R E P A IR E D  A N D  D IA L S  R E S T O R E D .

THE GUILDFORD CLOGK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e , B u r le y , Leeds.

And a t  9 , Adelphi C h am b ers, S h ak esp eare  S t ., 
N e w c a stle -o n -T y n e , 

and 9 6 , C arver S tre e t , M oorh ead , Sheffield.

T H E  R IN G E R ’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud tor B uttonhole, 

B rooch  or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved 

—as Illustration, 
get. H A L L  MARKED GOLD ..  45/-
H A L L M ARKED S IL V E R  . .  7/6
G IL T  OR W H IT E M ET A L . .  4/-
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a

small extra charge.

GEO. STAGEY, S S "
Exact size 6, PARK S T., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting  
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System  is fu lly  explained in 
' METHOD SPLICING ,’ price 1/3 (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ Office, 
LO W ER  PYRFORD ROAD, W OKING.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer ,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERM ONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, W estminster Abbey, Im perial Insti
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter
borough, M elbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick ’s, 

Manchester, Durban and W orcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

good these lost contributions, will also find a  ready re
sponse. It  m ay not be possible to adopt a  general levy 
to raise funds to pay these absent m em bers’ dues, but 
there ought to be enough gratitude am ong those who are 
left, either in individual towers, or in associations gener
ally, to m ake this, as we described it, a  gesture of honour. 
It is easy to vote a resolution to relieve a  member of his 
subscription if it costs those who vote it nothing. The 
real test comes when such a  resolution involves a sacri
fice, however sm all, from those who pass it. W e hope 
that the associations, when they contemplate offering free 
membership to their serving fellow s, will also consider 
whether it would not add to the value of their gesture and 
the dignity of their proposal if they arrange that those 
who are escaping the greater risks of national service 
should themselves reimburse the associations for the 
financial loss which would otherwise be involved. Another 
sixpence or so a year would be a  small sacrifice for those 
who are left at home to make. But whether or no this is 
done, there is no excuse for the slacker, either in the 
tower or the association, who leaves it to others to carry 
the financial responsibility. V ery  often these are the men 
who, in their own tower, also leave the enthusiasts to do 
the ringing and come along to share in it only when it 
suits their own inclination.

EIGHT BELL PEALS.
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA, ESSEX.
TH E ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, January 27, 7940, in Three Hours and Ten Minutes, 
A t  t h e  P a r i s h  C h u r c h , P r it t l e w e l l ,

A P E A L  O F  B O B  M A J O R ,  6056 C H A N Q E 8 |
T en or ig j  cwt.

G o r d o n  A. B acon   Treble
•C y r il  E . S m it h .......................  2

W il l ia m  P e r r y .......................  3
A l b e r t  E . N o r t h  ................  4
C om posed  b y  J. R . P r it c h a r d .
*  First peal away from  treble.

W a l t e r  D . T a y l o r .............. 5
S t a n l e y  W . B a y b u t  . . .  6 

J R e g in a l d  W . D a r v il l  . . .  7
F r a n k  B . L u f k in   Tenor

C onducted  by F r a n k  B . L u f k in .  
t  25th p ea l. R u n g  h a lf-m u ffled  in

Mufflers, R in gin g M ats, M atting, F la g  Lines, etc., etc.

memory o f Sidney W alter Cordon, a local ringer for  several years 
Kenneth Blighton and John Atkingson kept watch as A .R .P .

M ILNUOW , LANCS.
TH E  LAN CASH IRE ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, January 27, 1940, in Two Hours and Forty-Five Minutes, 
A t  t h e  P a r t s h  C h u r c h ,

A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S ,  6040 C H A N G E S ;  
H e y w o o d ’ s T r a n s p o s i t i o n  o f  T h u r s t a n s ’  F o u r - p a r t .

T en or 18 I  cwt.
Jo h n  M e a d o w c r o f t , j u n . ...Treble
S t e p h e n  L . P a r r y  ................  2
D e n n is  H o l l o s ..........................  3
A l l a n  J . B ro w n  . . .  ................  4

D a v id  V in c e n t  ..............
S e l w y n  H . D e a r d e n .. .
I v a n  K a y  .......................
H a r o l d  H a m e r  ..............

. . .  5 

... 6 

. . .  7
...Tenor

C onducted  by  Iv a n  K a y .
The 25th peal together for  Messrs. Ivan K ay and J. Meadowcruf 1.

HANDBELL PEAL.
H A R R O W , M IDDLESEX.

TH E M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AN D  LONDON 
DIOCESAN G U ILD .

On Wednesday, January 24, 1940, in Two Hours and Twenty-Four Minutes 
A t  170. H e a d s t o n e  L a n e ,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5008 CHANCES;
Tenor size 13 in E.

C e c il  C . M a y n e   x-2 | C h r is . W . W o o l l e y   5-6
E d w in  A . B a r n e t t  ................  3-4 | E d w in  Je n n in g s  . . .  ,

Arranged and C onducted  by  C . W . W o o l l e y . 
W itness— M rs. C. C . M ayne.

7-8
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SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
SUCCESSFUL M EETING OF DORCHESTER BRANCH .

Call to M ainta in  Bells in Full Use.
There was an attendance o f over sixty a t  the annual m eeting o f the 

Dorchester Branch o f the Salisbury Diocesan Guild a t Dorchester, 
and it  proved a really successful war-time gathering. The bells at 
the Parish Church were available during the afternoon and after the 
meeting.

A service was first held in St. Peter’ s Church, where the R ector and 
chairman o f the branch (the Rev. A. Wilkinson Markiby) preached 
from  the text, ‘ W hatsoever H e saith unto you do it  ’ (St. John xi., 5). 
H e enlarged 011 the points: D o  it  yourself, do it  prom ptly, do it 
cheerfully, do it  fo r  eternity.

Tea was afterwards served a t the Moule Institute, and the meeting 
was presided over by  the Rev. A . W . M arkby, supported ley Canon
D. F. Slemeck, Mr. C. H . Jennings (branch secretary) and Mr. J . W . 
Smith (assistant secretary). Towers represented at the meeting were 
Puddletown, Maiden Newton, Stratton, Dorchester St. Peter, Ford
ington St. George, B radford Peverell, Sydling, W ylte Regis, W ool, 
U pwey and Bovington. A  Bournemouth ringer was also present.

In his annual report, Mr. Jennings said when they started the year 
it was thought it  would be a record one for  the 30 years o f the 
branch’ s existence, but the war altered for the Church the whole 
character o f the year, including the special branch o f the ringers’ 
work which had promised such a  bright outlook. The branch meetings 
were carried on up to the outbreak o f war, which cut off suddenly 
their activities, as it disrupted the even flow o f almost all phases of 
norm al life.

INCREASED M EM BERSHIP.
H e regretted there was no restoration to report, and 110 doubt the 

war would affect this work, but he trusted that when peace was pro
claimed those responsible would do their best to put the bells in order 
in some o f the noble towers in the district. Membership showed an 
increase, and a warm welcome was extended to the Maiden Newton 
band 011 their return to the Guild. Progress in the art o f change 
ringing had been made and this was particularly noted at Dorchester 
St. P eter’s.

Congratulations were extended to Mr. W illiam  Hewlett, father of 
the branch, on completing 64 years as a  ringer at Puddletown and 
45 years as captain o f the band, and also on serving for  40 years as

arish clerk. The latter occasion was marked by the presentation to
im o f a silver bell and a cheque for  £ 20 .
‘ I  do hope,’ the report continued, ‘ that where possible the bells may 

be rung, particularly for the Sunday services. I t  is a call to devotion, 
and no doubt the sound o f the bells will help to keep up the spirits 
o f m any people who m ay feel depressed. This year may present 
some difficulties where the bands o f ringers have been depleted by 
members leaving the district to go on National Service, and bands in 
our branch have already felt the effect. In  all_ such cases it  is hoped 
those ringers who are le ft will devote all their energies in keeping 
the art going and instructing young recruits.

‘ I t  may be o f interest to some members to  know that the Minister 
o f Hom e Security has seen 110 reason for the abandonment o f bell 
ringing. No doubt ringing adds a general cheerfulness.

‘ I  wish to send greetings and good wishes to our members serving 
with H .M . Forces, and m ay they have blessings from  Above and a 
safe return hom e.’

Thanks were extended to all who had helped in the work o f the 
branch.

W AR -TIM E  RIN G IN G .
On the subject of continuing to ring church bells, a  letter was 

received from  the Rev. F. LI. Edwards, general secretary o f the Guild, 
in which he sa id : ‘ In the many restrictions that the Government 
have seen fit to impose they have frankly and specifically recognised 
the right and privilege of ringers to continue their normal activities 
in the service o f the Church. The recognition o f that right by  the 
State authorities calls for a corresponding recognition on. the part of 
ringers o f their sacred duty to the Church and. nation. I t  is o f the 
first im portance that we should endeavour to the utm ost of our power 
to maintain the bells o f  our churches in full use, and in this time_ of 
trouble do our part to proclaim the eternal message o f joy , telling 
forth  the glory o f God and uplifting the hearts of the people.’

The letter circulated by the hon. secretary o f the Central Council 
on the subject o f ringing in war time was also read.

The financial statement showed receipts o f £35 6s. 4d., including 
subscriptions from  133 ringing members, 15 honorary members, and. 22 
associate members. The balance in hand was £15 Is. 5d., against 
£13 8s. 2d. a t the beginning o f the year.

Discussion arose as to the holding o f quarterly meetings, and the 
difficulties o f transport owing to petrol restrictions, the lack o f halls 
for meetings, and food  rationing were referred to.

A  quarterly meeting at Puddletown was favoured, and it was left 
to the secretary to see what he could arrange.

Mr. S. Essex and Mr. Justin Antell (Puddletown) were elected ring
ing members, and Mr. P . Gifford (Sydling) was approved as an 
associate member.

Acknowledging his unanimous re-election as chairman, the Rev. 
A. W . M arkby said he was always enthused by the spirit o f the 

(Continued in next column.)

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD,
W AR -TIM E  RESTRICTIONS IN  GU ILD FO RD  DISTRICT.

There was a large attendance at the annual meeting o f the Guild
ford  District o f the Guildford Diocesan Guild, held at Ayers’ Hall, 
Guildford. 011 Saturday week. M ajor J . H . B. Hesse (R inging Master 
o f the Guild) presided, supported by Mr. G. L. Grover (Guild secre
tary), Mr. J . Corbett (Guild, treasurer) and Mr. W . F. J. Cope (hon. 
district secretary). Apologies were received from  Mr. W . Harrison, 
Mr. J. S. Goldsmith and Mr. C. E. Smith (District Ringing Master).

Referring to the war in his annual report, Mr. Cope said the out
break o f war last September resulted in ringing being either stopped 
altogether or curtailed in a  number o f towers in the district. They 
were glad to say, however, that service ringing now took place again 
in every tower where it  was suspended, and that, in a good many 
cases, practices were getting back to something approaching normal. 
I t  was difficult to understand why such severe restrictions should have 
been imposed in some places, especially when they considered that at 
Aldershot, service and practice ringing continued without a break. 
1 W e can only surmise that the “  powers that be ”  in what are con
sidered safe areas view things in a much m ore cautious light than 
those in  vulnerable areas.’

The restrictions on practising in some towers led to  the setting up 
o f regular Saturday afternoon practices at others. These, arranged 
by Mr. W hittington and M r. M artin, were o f great value, and the 
report expressed the thanks o f the Guild to them. The report con
cluded with an appeal to all members to try  and keep things going 
whatever the future m ight hold so that when times were again normal 
they would be ready to forge ahead instead o f having first to make 
up lost ground.

A RECORD M EM BERSHIP.
The report gave the strength o f the district as 174 ringing members, 

a record. The strength o f honorary members at 26 was the second 
highest total 011 record. There had been increases in ringing member
ship at A lbury, Bramley, Cliiddingfold, Dunsfold, Godalming, Guildford 
(H oly Trinity), W est Clandon, W itley and W onersh. In addition five 
new members were welpomed from  Shere, one from  Merrow and one 
from  Puttenham . These three towers had been outside the Guild for 
some time. Assistance had been given at Shere during the year by 
Mr. Grover, the general secretary. The big increase in  the number of 
honorary members was largely due to the efforts o f Mr. C. M. Martin, 
the Bramley tower secretary, who secured 14 honorary members 
during 1939.

T he accounts showed a balance in hand o f £24 2s. Id ., compared with 
£25 8s. 3d. at the beginning o f the year. The slight decrease was 
due to a  grant o f £5 towards the N ew Cathedral Bells Fund. The 
report and accounts were adopted 011 the proposition o f Mr. A . C. 
Hazelden.

The following officers were elected for 1940 : Ringing Master, Mr. 
O. E. Sm ith; hon. secretary, Mr. W . F. J. C ope; hon. auditor, Mr. 
A. C. H azelden; m ember o f Executive Committee, M r. E. J . Ayliffe.

The follow ing recommendation to the Guild annual m eeting from 
H oly Trinity, Guildford, was approved : ‘ That for the duration o f 
hostilities, ringing members serving in His M ajesty’s Forces be exempt 
from  capitation fees to the Guild.’

The following new members were elected : G. Allen, W . W ells and
G. Hamm ond (W onersh), H . W heeler (Cranleigh), A. Durrant, J. G. 
Jackm an and R . Swan (Bramley) and Miss Chandler (W itley). Miss
G. K. Ellis, Mrs. M. Ellis, Lt.-Col. A . Ridley-M artin and Mrs. F. 
Hawkeswortli were elected honorary members on the proposition of 
Mr. C. M. Martin (Bramley).

Thanks were expressed by Mr. W hittington (Cranleigh) to Mr. W .
F. J. Cope for  his services as secretary of the district and also to the 
Rev. W . A. Heplier, and the organist, choir and verger o f S. Nicolas’ 
Church in connection w ith the Guild service which preceded the 
meeting.

Ringing took place at H oly Trinity and S. Nicolas’ Churches during 
the afternoon and at the latter church after the meeting.

SALISBU RY D IO CESAN  GUILD.
(Continued from  previous column.) 

annual and quarterly meetings. I t  was a spirit o f enthusiasm that 
did a tremendous amount o f good.

Canon Slemeck was elected vice-chairman, and the following officers 
were reappointed : Ringing Master, Mr. E. Smart (U pw ey); deputy, 
Mr. Tocock (B ovington); hon. secretary and treasurer, Mr. C. A . 
Jennings.

Votes o f thanks were accorded to the incumbents o f St. Peter’s and 
St. George’ s for granting the use o f the bells, and to Mr. F. J. W aite 
for his services as organist at the service.

Mr. Smith called attention to the fact that although a memorial 
to the ringers who fell in the Great W ar had been in St. P eter’ s 
Church for  about 20 years, 110 wreath had ever been placed on it  on 
Armistice Sunday, and the hon. secretary was authorised to have one 
placed there at this year’ s Armistice commemoration.

Absent friends now serving their country were remembered by every
one standing in silent tribute.
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SURREY ASSOCIATION.
T H E  U N P A ID  S U B S C R IP T IO N S .

Retiring District Secretary Chides Backsliders.
In  spite o f the prevailing wintry conditions, about 40 members 

attended the annual meeting o f the North-W estern D istrict o f the 
Surrey Association, held at Beddington on Saturday. There were 
visitors from  London and elsewhere.

Kinging during the afternoon was followed by a short service, con
ducted by the Kector, the Rev. E. V . Bond. In his address o f welcome 
he referred to the im portant part which bells played in war, and to 
their message o f jo y  and consolation in times o f crisis. They all 
looked forward to the day when the bells would ring fo r  victory. 
Most people liked to hear the old church bells, and for  that reason he 
was glad that very few restrictions had been placed upon their ringing 
by the authorities. H e wished his hearers God-speed and good luck 
in the work they were doing.

After a good tea in the V illage Hall, kindly arranged by Mrs. 
Kippin, the business m eeting was held, presided over by  Mr. D. 
Cooper (District Master). Six new ringing members were elected and 
the ratification o f four elections made in the tower prior to a  peal 
was made

The comm ittee’ s report on the working o f the district fo r  1939 was 
read and adopted.

In this the comm ittee said 1939 would probably be  regarded by; 
future generations as marking the end o f an epoch in the history o f 
change ringing in the district. The revival, which was started in 
1919 at the end of the last war, would be deemed to have ended with 
the start o f this one; not through any desire or slackness on the 
part o f members o f associations, but simply as a result o f restrictions 
imposed by the authorities and the consequent lack o f opportunities 
for ringing experienced almost everywhere by everybody, and ringers 
becoming engaged in various form s o f national service.

Up to the end o f August ringing at most towers in the district was 
well maintained both at practices and for Sunday services, but at one 
tower ringing had been entirely suspended. This position had been 
brought about as a direct result o f the general slackness and lack of 
interest amongst local members. The general secretary had, however, 
got the matter well in hand at this particular tower in the hope of 
securing a resumption o f ringing, at any rate for  Sunday services, in 
the very near future.

Ten meetings were held by the district during the year, i.e., four 
district meetings, two combined meetings with two or more neighbour
ing associations, and four joinb meetings (three with the Ladies’ Guild 
and one with the Leatherhead D istrict o f the Guildford Guild). The 
average attendances w ere: D istrict meetings 43, com bined meetings 41, 
join t meetings 35.

TH E  M EM BERSHIP.
.Fourteen peals were rung during the year, as against 18 recorded 

in 1938. Five members rang their first peal during the year: Miss 
M ary Rawlings, Mrs. Massey, M r. John S. Pink, Mr. H . Scotclier and 
Mr. John R . Davison (age 13), whilst 14 other members rang their 
first in the m ethod. The year 1939 commenced with a district mem
bership o f 201. During the year 13 ringing members were elected; 
two members were lost by d eath ; ten members allowed their subscrip
tions to lapse; three had asked to be transferred to the compounding 
list,  ̂and four other members were so transferred by the committee, 
leaving a total district membership o f 195, made up as follows : 
Honorary members 8, ringing members (representing 21 towers) 161, 
ringing members (unattached) 26, which was a net decrease of six 
members on the figures for 1938.

The District Committee thanked the members, and particularly the 
tower representatives, for their support and co-operation during the 
past year, and asked for the continuance o f  their goodwill in the 
difficult months ahead. As soon as the war is over it  would be the 
business o f the rising generation to create yet another revival o f the 
art in the county o f Surrey.

The district balance sheet, showing a balance in hand o f £12 16s. 8d. 
(an increase of 10s. 4d.) was also adopted.

I t  was decided, in view o f war conditions, not now to choose places 
for  the holding o f meetings for the whole o f the current year, as in 
form er years, out, when a m eeting is held, to decide on a place for 
the next rendezvous, according to the availability o f towers and the 
prevailing local conditions. The meeting, therefore, adopted a  resolu
tion to  the effect that they should hold their next m eeting at Ewell 
and Epsom on Easter M onday, M arch 25th, and that every endeavour 
should be made to hold joint meetings with the Leatherhead District 
o f the Guildford Guild at Ranm ore on July 27th, and with the M iddle
sex Association at Kingston-on-Thames on October 26th.

The following officers were elected for the district: Master, Mr. D. 
Cooper; treasurer, Mr. H . W . Simm ons; secretary, Mr. G. W . Massey; 
auditor, Mr. R . A. Simmons; representatives on committee, Mrs. C. H. 
Kinnin, Mr. Charles Pothecary and Mr. F . G. Woodiss.

The Chairman (Mr. Cooper) and the Master (Mr. D. K . C. Birt) 
spoke in eulogistic terms o f the work which the retiring secretary 
(Mr. TP. G. W oodjss) had done for the association, and Mr. C. H. 
Kippin, speaking in the same strain, drew attention to a number of 
unnaid subscriptions.

Mr. Woodiss, in acknowledging these tributes, said that he had 
enjoyed, in part, doing the work. The only part he had found dis

con tin u ed  in next column.)

CHESTER D IO CESAN  GUILD.
SUCCESSFUL MEETING AT N O R BU R Y.

The annual m eeting o f the Stockport Branch was held at Norbury 
(Hazel Grove) on Saturday, January 20th, when despite the wintry 
conditions some 30 members and friends were present.

The bells were set going early in the afternoon and touches in 
various methods were rung before the service, which was conducted 
by the curate, the Rev. S. Gummer. The lesson was read by the 
branch chairman, the Rev. F . Bonner.

The V icar, preaching from  the text, ‘ There is neither speech nor 
language, but their sound is gone out into the whole w orld,’ said that 
while we can learn a great deal from  the silent things in nature, 
happily all nature is not silent. W e have the larks and other birds, 
and music in its different form s, all o f them means to bring us to 
understand something o f the Heavenly One. But to reach this under
standing our minds must be attuned to silent voices as well as to 
audible ones. H e dwelt on the fa ct that not only those inside the 
church heard the sound o f the bells, but those outside as well. The 
message goes forth  to all who wish to hear, and there must be many 
whose consciences have been pricked by the sound o f the church bells 
calling the people to worship. In  this connection, he said, the work 
o f bellringers is o f great significance. God can use bells to convey his 
message and m ay that message be received!

Tea was served in the schools under the supervision o f the lo,cal 
ringers’ wives, and an excellent meal was quickly disposed of. From 
the appearance o f things it seemed that no such thing as rationing 
had been heard o f ! As the V icar was unable to stay to the business 
m eeting which followed, he was heartily thanked for his services and 
for his excellent address. The Rev. F . Bonner, as chairman, ex
pressed the members’ pleasure at being present at N orbury once again 
for  the annual m eeting. Apologies for absence were received from  
Mr. Hough, Mr. E. Garside and Mr. J. P . Fidler and from  the 
‘ plum bing ’ section. The statement o f accounts and annual report 
for  1939 showed a very healthy position, both financially and in 
general, there being an increase in the bank balance and 25 peals had 
been rung. The Beeston Library report was presented and read by 
the chairman, and both he and Mr. Laflin, the librarian, suggested 
that m ore use m ight be m ade o f it. The election o f officers resulted 
in the previous year’ s officers being re-elected, and votes o f thanks 
were accorded them for  their services. Seven new members were 
elected—Miss E. Humphreys, o f N orbury; Mr. S. Davies, St. M ary’ s, 
S tockport; Mr. R ichard C. Beaumont, D isley; and Messrs. W . Booth,
E. Bowden, A. Crabtree and S. Lofthouse, o f Hyde. Mr. H . Ashton 
was transferred to the non-resident members list, under Rule 18. I t  
was decided to hold the next meeting at Bowdon on April 6th. The 
m eeting was unanimous in sending its sincere thanks to the Bishop of 
Chester for his speedy and energetic action early in Decem ber in 
removing the ban imposed in error by local authorities on the ringing 
of church bells. The death o f three old and respected members o f the 
branch were reported, Messrs. J . Pollitt, o f D enton ; J . Mottershead, 
o f S tockport St. George, and S. Feraley, o f N orbury, and it  was 
decided that the secretary send expressions o f sym pathy to their 
relatives. The secretary appealed for  all towers to let him knoyv of 
members serving in the forces or in the A .R .P . organisation so that 
a complete list could be compiled.

Further ringing then took place both on handbells and tower bells.

SURREY ASSO CIA TIO N  DEFAU LTERS,
- (Continued from  previous column.) 

tasteful was the necessity o f continually having to beg for  subscrip
tions in certain quarters. H e had form ed the opinion that, in associa
tion work, the good members carried the bad, and that any association 
would be better off without the slack or lukewarm element, even if 
it meant losing a tower occasionally. A t the moment 25 subscriptions 
for  last year had not been paid. Ten o f these were due from  members 
attached to one particular church, and he expressed the hope that 
members would honour their obligations better w ith his successor.

Mr. George W . M assey, the new district secretary, said he would 
always do his best for the association in  his new post, and thought 
that if he only did half as well as his predecessor during his first year 
o f office he would not have done too badly (applause).

The following nominations for  general officers o f the association were 
m ad e: Master, Mr. D. K . C. B irt; treasurer, Mr. Charles H . K ippin ; 
secretary, Mr. E. G . T a lbot; assistant secretary, Mr. C. P arks; auditor, 
Mr. G. W . Steere.

The following resolution was passed for submission to the annual 
m eeting o f the association : ‘ That members serving with H .M . Forces 
m ay be excused payment o f further subscriptions until such tim e as 
they return to  civil life .’

Mrs. Kippin called the attention o f the m eeting to a peal o f Grand
sire Triples at Ewell on January 20tli, published in last week’ s issue 
o f ‘ The Ringing W orld ,’ and rung on the 50th anniversary o f the 
conductor’s (M r. J . Beams) entry into the Surrey Association. Mrs. 
K ippin proposed that the secretary be instructed to write to Mr. 
Beams conveying congratulations from  the meeting, and that tbe 
m atter be duly recorded in # the minutes.— This proposition was seconded 
and carried with acclamation.

The m eeting concluded with the passing o f votes o f thanks to the 
Rector for the use o f the bells and conducting the service, to Mr.
H . N . Pitstow for playing the organ, to Mr. C. H . Kippin for  having 
everything in readiness in the tower, and to Mrs. Kippin and Mrs. 
Jennings for  the tea and catering.
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CALL CHANGES.
‘ TH E  D ISADVAN TAGES OUTW EIGH THE A D V AN TAG ES.’

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,— ]s it not ratlier curious for change ringers to be so 

emphatic in support o f call changes? A nd the more emphatic the 
less logica l? A second correspondent now writes about ‘ rows and 
changes,’ but apparently neither writer sees the obvious connection; 
as I  did not m ention them, the only purpose seems to be to draw a 
red herring across the trail.

Mr. J. E. Bailey writes o f a suggestion that East Anglian ringing 
is inferior to that o f any other part o f the country. I made no such 
suggestion, nor do I think this to be the case. Mr. Bailey alone has 
introduced the matter, and apparently it  is a product o f his own 
imagination.

Nor did I  speak o f 20 years ago, but 50; when he speaks of five a 
year I suppose he means five a m onth; nor did I ‘ assume that all 
beginners stick to ringing.’ Call changers certainly do not.

1  do not want to stop him or anyone else from  teaching call changes, 
if they like them, l .d o  not, nor do I intend to. All I ask is that 
they shall not annoy the casual listener, by teaching them in such a 
way that he can hear, and stop us, as he is now doing, from  ringing 
well-struck call changes.

Another letter is headed ‘ Call changes help to produce good 
strik in g ’ ; of course they d o ; if they did not they would never be 
used. W hat I have said is that they also produce bad striking. No 
one can deny this. To do so they would have to deny my existence. 
W hat I  am asking is that the same end shall be obtained by other 
means. Mr. ginalc and Mr. Street give excellent suggestions for 
doing this. All your other correspondents seem helplessly bound to 
call changes. One wonders why they ever ring real changes at all.

W ould it  not be better to read a letter m ore carefully before 
attempting to reply to it?  ‘ Old Ringer ’ seems to think that, in 
speaking o f ringing a quarter o f the right distance away, 1  praise 
what 1 condemn. And ' Musician ’ attributes to me the words which 
I quoted o f my musical hostess of 50 years ago. She evidently did 
not know anything about ringing or ringing terms. Nor do I know 
what she m eant by ‘ consecutives.’ I t  evidently was call changes she 
heard; and it evidently annoyed her very much, simply because it 
was call changes. I have never forgotten her w ords; 1  think they 
were justified. I hope every ringer will take them to h e a rt : if we 
do not we shall never be allowed to ring again ; and the ban will 
be right. She said, ‘ I  do not claim _ t̂o waste their time. W hy 
should they waste m ine?'

1  do not suggest that 1  am musical, nor have I said anything that 
would cause anyone carefully reading my letter to suppose that I 
am, -But a  word crept in that ought not to be there; ‘ other ’ ought 
nut to have been before ‘ discords.’ For this mistake 1 apologise to 
your other readers; but not to ‘ M usician ’ ; for were he really a 
musician he would know that fifths and thirds being the fundamental 
concords, cannot in any position be discords; and that therefore there 
must have been a mistake. 1  may also point out to him that abuse 
is not argument ; nor does foul abuse become charity by calling it so.

I f  Mr. Smallwood looks at m y letter again he will see that I  did 
not say that I ' cannot recognise the tune o f the National Anthem .' 
W hat I  said was the exact opposite.

However, call changes do not make all the votaries o f them mis
quote everything, for the letters of Miss Ashbrook and of Mr. Clark 
are excellent, as far as they g o ; the only trouble is that they do not 
go fa r  enough. For instance, they cannot get call changes out of 
their heads; they seem to think that there is nothing else. Miss
Ashbrook actually says that her tower would have been silent if it
were not for call changes. This is expecting us to believe too much. 
There are really other things. 1  have even heard o f a row called 
‘ roun ds’ ; and besides there is another called 1 tittum s,’ not to speak 
of ‘ Q ueens’ and ‘ W h ittin gton ’ ! W hat do those towers do, where 
c all changes are never heard? After all there are large parts of 
England where they are actually looked down upon. 1 am not by 
■any means alone in disliking call changes.

Miss Aslibrook seems to have been surprised that on ten bells call 
changes were not so bad. I  have, I think, three times in your
columns explained why this is so, and, therefore, will not repeat it
now.

Mr. Smallwood asks how I  can presume to give advice on good 
striking. W ell, I  have not done so yet. B ut does he not think it 
is about time he or someone else d id? Never once have I  heard, in 
the belfry or out of it, anyone explain how bells can be well struck. 
Often enough people have declaimed about bad striking, but never 
have they said how it  can be improved. Do they not know? Is it 
not about time they found out? I t  certainly will not be by call 
changes, of which it  has been said the better they are struck the 
worse they sound. H ERBERT DRAKE.

GRANDSIRE TRIPLES.
W ANTED A TEN -PART COMPOSITION.

To the Editor.
Sir,— 1 have been told more than once recently that there is in 

existence a ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples with common singles 
a t half-way and end. I  have not been able actually to get the figures, 
though I  have spoken to people who say they have them or have 
seen them. I f  anyone has this peal it would be to the interests of 
the Exercise if it was sent to ‘ The Ringing W orld  ’ for publication.

ERNEST C. S. TURNER.

HEAVY BELL RINGING.
TH E CONTRAST BETW EEN OLD-TIM E AND M ODERN FEATS.

To the Editor.
Sir,— In comparing heavy bell ringing in older times with that of 

to-day, 1  rather think that your correspondent has missed the real 
point.

The contrast is not between bells hung in plain bearings and bells 
hung on balls or rollers, but between old style hanging and modern 
style.

Nowadays stocks are fitted to  bells in the foundry, the gudgeons 
are fixed by iron plates and bolts and the whole is trued up in the 
lathe, perfect alignment and perfectly fitting bearings being produced. 
In olden times the gudgeons were round pieces of iron or steel driven 
into the ends o f the stock and fixed by wedges. W hat amount of 
truing up could be done was done by hand with a file.

The brasses were let direct into the wood frames instead of being 
fixed in iron cages as in modern hanging.

Naturally the quality o f the work varied enormously. There were 
bell hangers who were excellent craftsmen and who did their work 
well and there was also a lot of work clone by the village blacksmith 
which with luck answered its purpose very well. But in nearly every 
case no bells and especially 110 heavy bells went, at all well until they 
had been rung for some tim e and tlie bearings worn a b it slack or 
had become a bit loose in the fram e.

A  perfectly fitting bearing is, of course, an excellent thing so long 
as the fram e is quite rigid and the bearings and gudgeons are dead 
true. B u t if one o f them is the least b it out o f alignment the 
gudgeon will bind and the bell go badly. I f  the bearing has worn 
loose and the gudgeon is a sloppy fit, or if the bearing is not quite 
rigidly fixed to the fram e, this binding is to some extent counteracted.

Then there is the trouble caused by the shrinkage and alteration of 
the wood stocks and frames due to  weather. Nowadays a  wood frame 
old or new can be tied together by iron rods with plates and bolts. 
In the olden times there were 110 means o f cutting a thread on a bolt, 
and so wedges and keys had to be used, which, of course, made the 
work far more difficult.

W ith big bells there was the great difficulty o f getting a piece of 
elm large enough and strong enough to carry a heavy bell without 
sagging.

M odern hanging gets over most o f these difficulties. The value of 
ball bearings is not that they make the .bells go better, for plain 
bearings will do that when they are properly fixed, but that they 
are not affected by faulty alignment of the gudgeons unless it is 
excessive.

Most men who have had experience o f all sorts o f heavy bells will 
probably prefer plain bearings when they are at their best, but take 
things 011 the whole and there is not the least doubt that bells to-day 
go infinitely better than they did, say, fifty  years ago. There are 
dozens o f heavy bells which to-day are turned in to peals by  people 
who then would not have been able to ring them behind to a course. 
Y et those bells were rung to peals. X .Y .Z .

BALL BEARINGS HAVE COME TO STAY.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,— A letter by ‘ Dorken * in last week’ s issue of ‘ The 
Ringing W orld  ’ refers to ball bearings. Ball bearings .are here for 
good. W h y? They are here, I  think, particularly for commercial 
reasons. A fter  all, the fittings have been prepared in the workshop; 
it does not require a man of much experience to  fix ball bearings. 
That is not the case, however, with ordinary plain bearings. Here 
an experienced haifd is best suited for the job . Gudgeons and bear
ings for good going must be in perfect alignment. Another reason 
why ball bearings have come to stay is this. Any bell founder may 
hang a peal, no matter o f what number, 6 , 8, 10  or 1 2 , on plain 
bearings. The job  is satisfactory at the tim e in heaps o f cases, but 
after about 12 months the bells don’t  ‘ g o ’ as they did. W hy? 
Gudgeons and bearings have got like a man’s throat after ringing a 
heavy bell for a peal— dry and parched. T he steeplekeeper has got 
tired o f the new job. Result, the bell founder gets blamed, f have 
known cases where the steeplekeeper thinks that it  is only necessary 
to oil bells once a month or once every three months, and light bells 
about twice a year. The result is that gudgeon and bearing rub 
metal to m etal and small particles of metal get under gudgeons. The 
bell won’ t ‘ go ’ ; besides, it  wears out the bearings.

In my opinion, if a peal o f bells, with a  tenor of 16 cwt. to 25 cwt., 
is rung twice on Sundays and on practice night, the back bells should 
be oiled once a week and the front bel^s once a fortnight, with a 
special oiling for a peal. Old wood fram es should be kept free of 
grease under the sliders, as this only acts as so much glue, and the 
bell gets checked before it has completed its circle.

I f  ringers can do anything at all as regards bells and frames, they 
should insist 011 cast iron frames. The churches in about another 25 
to 30 years will have far more trouble with fram es than they have 
had. Heaps of steel fram es will have rusted out with neglect, all 
for want o f a little paint. In a lo t  o f cases tlie steel is against the 
wall and cannot be got at. Next to a good wood fram e, choose cast 
iron. I 11 my opinion, provided there is a good,_ rigid frame, plain 
bearings are best for all kinds o f ringing. I t  is steadier, but for 
the reasons I  have given we ringers had better stand by tbfr ball 
bearing. J  • H U N l.

Taunton.



378 TH E RINGING W O R T D . August 9th, 1940.

B E L F R Y  GOSSIP.
Mr. F. Sliarpe inform s us that he has been able to procure a limited 

number o f copies o f P art I . o f the ‘ Church Bells o f Berkshire .5 These 
are reprints o f the article which appeared in Volum e 43 o f ‘ The 
Journal o f  the Berkshire Archaeological S ociety,’ and are reproduced 
by courtesy o f the society. The price will be  Is. 3d., including postage, 
and copies can be obtained, from  Mr. Sharpe at Derwen, Launfon’ 
Bicester, Oxon.

Am ong those recently officially reported missing is Pte. David Sleet, 
o f the 2 /6th  East Surrey R egt., a m ember o f the band at Ottershaw 
Church, Surrey. N o news has been received o f him since June 10th. 
Pte. Sleet is married, with three young children.

The picture o f the W aterloo Tower, Quex Park, which we published 
in our last issue, was from  a photograph by  Mr. F . E. Dawe.

* W hen we ha^ve won the war, and war-time restrictions are re
moved, I  hope we shall have some jo lly  good peals o f Bow Bells over 
the wireless _ again ,5 writes A . C. Powell, o f Kingskerswell, South 
Devon, in this week’s ‘ Radio Times.5

H earty congratulations to Mr. W illiam  W illson, o f Leicester, who 
next M onday attains his 72nd birthday.

Mr. H . W orboys, o f  Barking, was present at the College Youths5 
m eeting at the Coffee P ok  on Tuesday evening last week and was 
congratulated by the M aster on his recent marriage. In the course 
o f his remarks, Mr. Fenn said the event had come as a  surprise. He 
did not know whether M rs.'W orboys was a lady ringer, but, judging 
from  Mr. W orboys5 recent letters in ‘ The R inging W orld ,’ he felt 
fairly safe in assuming she was not.

On August 9th, 1751, the Union Scholars rang at St. John’s, Hilling
don, 5,800 changes o f Double Bob M ajor and followed it  up  apparently 
without setting the bells with a 5,040 o f Bob M ajor. John H olt 
conducted.

August 12tli is the anniversary o f a  peal o f 6,012 Grandsire Caters 
rung at Leicester in 1776. The composition was by John Martin.

W e are inform ed that the committee* o f  the Bath and W ells Diocesan 
Association has decided not to publish a report for 1939.

The Painswick Y ouths rang 5,099 changes o f  Grandsire Royal on 
August 6th, 1815. Giles Mansfield, who was referred to b}' Mr. 
W illiam  H ale in his recent letter, rang the second. Jasper Snowdon 
gives this as the first true peal o f Grandsire Royal, but the College 
Youths had rung one many -years before at Fulham.

B E L L S  A N D  T H E  D E V IL .
W H ISPE R E D  CURSES W H EN  H E  APPEARED.

In your issue o f last Friday week we were told  that the Devil 
doesn’ t like the bells. I t  is equally true that the bells don’ t like the 
Devil. A  few days ago ‘ somewhere in England 5 he paid us a hasty 
visit, complete in  his new war dress, with black crosses on his wings 
and swastikas on his tail.

I  was taking a short cut through the churchyard when I  first saw 
him, a  small dot in the sky, and liis voice was a thin drone, as of a 
moscjuito on a summer’ s evening. The A .A . guns started to bark, 
making harmless looking patches o f white cotton-wool in the sky. 
Then a m ost peculiar phenomenon occurred; the bells began to hum 
and m utter amongst themselves, like eight old gentlemen who, having 
hung in their ancient places and shouted with their merry voices for 
centuries, are now silenced by  this evil one, and whisper their curses 
a t him ‘when he appears.

Yes, the bells were definitely humming to themselves, and I  thought 
someone iu the bell chamber had caused the sound by tapping a bell. 
B ut no, the tower door was locked and the key was in its usual hiding 
place, and as long as our friend from  the underworld was in the sky 
the sullen conversation continued.

‘ Y ou w ait ,5 they muttered, ‘ for  the day when you are in the 
bottomless p it  and the key is in England, we’ll have no muffles on our 
clappers for your  funeral. W e rang out the good news when Napoleon 
failed, although there were only five o f us here then, but you  will 
have the honour o f a full peal o f M ajor . 5

B y  this tim e Beelzebub had swung round and was legging it back 
to Hades, having decided that the tem perature over there was cooler 
than it  is here when our guns are in action, and our eight friends in 
the tow er lapsed into silence once more.

Of course, anyone with a scientific mind will immediately say that 
the vibrations set up by our guns had a frequency that coincided 
■v̂ ith the frequency o f one or more o f our bells. B ut I  don’t know ; 
perhaps, after all, they were airing their views on the m atter and 
talking it  over, as all free Englishmen can. ‘ ECHO .5

B I R T H D A Y  B E L L S .
On Saturday, July 27th, several members o f the Oxford Diocesan 

Guild m et at Hughenden to convey their good wishes to Miss May 
W ingrove, a m ember o f the Beaconsfield band, and daughter o f the 
foreman, on the occasion o f  her 21st birthday. During the course of 
the evening, courses and touches o f Grandsire Doubles and Triples, 
Stedman Triples, and Plain Bob M inor and M ajor were rung.

MEARS & 
STAINBANK,

F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(1 2 th year 
o f  reign o f 
E lizabeth ).

IB ellfounders &
13 e l l  h a n g e r s ,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E L L S
in sets of any number.

B E L L  ROPES, M U F F L E S  &c.

T eleph on e B is h o p s g a t e  8 8 4 9

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR. 
4 6  c w t . O q r . 5 ’ lb.
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E O B T A IN E D  P O ST  FR EE  

fr o m  th e  
R ev. E . S . P O W E L L , S ta v e n to n  V ic a r a g e , D a v e n tr y

s. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble

Dominated Methods) ............................................................... 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) ......................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section HI. (Double Norwich) ... 9
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B.............................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ............................................................................................  Ijr
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ..........  3

Cambridge Surprise Major .................. 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ..................  ... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................. 2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ........................................  1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ................................................    2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE/ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STBDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope. 

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 hells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages. 
‘ SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from 
Miss MARGARET E. SNOWDON 
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B rid g e , U lv e r s to n , L a n c s

P U B L IC A T IO N S.
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ gth thousand, 6£d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free.’ By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7|d. each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

ALFRED BOWELL, 
i S / Z  i p s w i c h

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

D A V I D  M A X O N .  rope works, grantham

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
E s t . 1 8 2 0  ' — -----------------  T e l. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Lt d .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O r a e r  y o u r  B ell R o p e s  n o w , b e f o r e  p r i c e s  in c r e a s e ,  
p r e -w a r  q u a i i t y , a n d  s e n d  u s  y o u r  o ld  B ell R o p e s  

f o r  r e p a ir s  w h ils t  n o t  in u s e .

Clock an.d Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

C orrectly Modelled BELL INKSTAKD D esign ) in  Solid Silver

D ia m e te r  2l in  2Jin, 3iin . 3i in .  4in . 4 tin . 5in . 5 fin
P r ic e  1 8 /8  2 2 /8  2 8 /6  3 3 /6  4 2 / -  5 2 /6  6 7 /8  7 8 /6

T h e  Bin. s ize  is  a lso  m a d e  t o  h o ld  50 c ig a re tte s .

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E .  R U S S E L L  and Optician

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
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EIGHTY-EIGHT NOT OUT.
MR. .T. WILLIAMS’ BIRTHDAY SCORE.

Last Tuesday, Mr. Joseph Williams, of Newent, Glos., celebrated 
liis 88th birthday. With the exception of Mr. Robert Brundle, of 
Ipswich, he is possibly the oldest active ringer.

His birthday was marked by a small gathering of his old friends, 
and there being no means of suitably celebrating the occasion on 
church bells, handbell ringing 
took place. Among the little 
party were Mr. J. W. Davis, of 
Lydney, now 73; Mr. J. W.
Jones, of Newport, who is 75;
Mr. J. Clark, of Ross, who is 77; 
and Mr. John Austin, of Glouces
ter, who will be 77 on November 
19 th.

Mr. Williams, who is affec
tionately known to his friends as 
4 The Sergeant,’ served 32 years 
in the Gloucestershire Police 
Force, and for the last 12 years 
before his retirement was in 
charge of the Newenfc Petty 
Sessional Division. Afterwards 
for 19 years he was school attend
ance officer.

4 Sergeant 5 Williams is still an 
enthusiastic ringer and, but for 
the ban, would doubtless continue 
to add to his score of something 
like 200 peals. The last peal he 
rang was in June, 1939. He and 
John Austin ring Grandsire 
Triples ‘ four-in-hand 5 on hand
bells and have delighted many 
audiences by doing this while sitting back to back, which is no mean 
performance.

Mr. Williams is well known throughout Gloucestershire ringing 
circles. His stalwart figure is always notable in any gathering and 
his genial nature endears him to all with whom he comes in contact. 
His many friends will join in congratulating him upon his birthday 
and hope that he will live to see many more.

TR A D IT IO N A L USES OF BELLS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The topic of traditional uses of bells is very interesting. 
Below I append further information on the subject.

Before the ban on the ringing of bells it was the custom at Daventry 
to ring the second at 7 a.m. and 1 p.m. each weekday—probably a 
survival from the time when Cistercians occupied the Abbey. More
over, tlio curfew was rung at 8 p.m. every day, the sixth being used 
for this purpose. When the sexton was acquainted with the death 
of a parishioner, the tenor was clocked. On Shrove Tuesday it was 
customary at one time to ring the pancake bell.

Similarly, at Towcester the tenor was- rung up, struck lialf-pulls 
and then rung down for a death, until the cessation of ringing. A 
bell used to be rung at midday and the curfew at 9 p.m. some years 
ago. Here, too, a pancake bell was sounded at one time.

From Holy Trinity tower in Richmond (Yorks) market place, curfew 
was rung at 8 p.m., whilst at Durham Cathedral the tenor was clocked 
for a few minutes before 9 p.m.—I have heard it termed the 4 Mary 
bell ’—and then rung up and down for the curfew after the hour had 
struck. LAWRENCE GREENHOW.

Towcester, Nor than ts.

5 ,0 2 4  D O U B L E  N O R W I C H  M A J O R .
By F. BENNETT.
23456 1 4 5 6

42356 
25346 —
54326 - -  
46325 —
62345 —
32465 —
42563 —
24365 
63425 —
52364 —
26354 —
65324 —
23465 —

Repeated

WEST GRINSTEAD, SUSSEX.—On handbells on Monday, October 
21st, 720 Bob Minor : Harold Wood 1-2, Pte. E. Rapley (conductor) 
3-4, Cecil Longhurst 5-6. Rung while Pte. Rapley. of the Royal Sussex 
Regt., was home on leave.

NINE TAILORS MAKE A MAN.'
AN UNFOUNDED LEGEND.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir, — The other day I was reading a book by Professor 

Pollard, one of the leading authorities on history, in which he said 
that the most important qualification for an historian is imagination, 
the gift of being able to make into living men and living events the 
dry bones which have come down to us from the past. He rated 
this gift higher even than mere verbal accuracy.

I agree with him to a large extent, but from my experience I 
should be inclined to rate almost as high the quality of scepticism, 
the gift of being able to criticise and disbelieve much of 'what passes 
for history and has been told us of the men and the things of bygone 
times.

I am sure it is so when we are dealing with the accounts of bells 
and ringing. The pages of the books, even the best of the books, 
written about them are littered with countless fables and statements 

'which masquerade as facts, but are merely more or less credible 
conjectures. Some of them most likely are true, others are certainly 
false; and he who would write the history of bells and ringing must 
bring them to such tests as he is able to apply.

There is one of these fables, of no importance in itself, which 
particularly offends my sense of right and truth, and \yhen I find a 
man stating that the proverb, 4 Nine tailors make a man,’ is a corrup
tion of the saying, 4 Nine tellers mark a mhn,’ I  feel a mighty urge 
to burst rudely into his presence and in a loud and insulting tone 
say to him, 4 You are a liar!’ Further to impress on him my- utter 
and complete dissent and contempt for his statement, I would perform 
that ancient and symbolic ritual which is known as cocking a snook 
at him.

In February, 1871, a man named J. A. Johnson wrote to 4 Church 
Bells ’ and suggested that the origin' of the saying, 4 Nine tailors make 
a man,’ was to be found in the custom of giving three times three 
strokes 4 at the end of the last peal after the funeral ’ to show that 
the deceased was a man. It may not have been his own original 
statement, but apparently this was the first time it had appeared in 
print. The Editor in a footnote agreed.

Thomas North tentatively repeated the suggestion in his books, 
other people copied him with more assurance, and finally through 
Miss Dorothy Sayers’ clever novel it has been broadcast to the world 
as a statement of proven fact.

But the suggestion will not bear investigation for a minute. If 
anything is certain,. it is certain that this cannot be true. There is 
no evidence that the nine strokes were called 4 tellers ’ except perhaps 
locally. The old English word teller meant one who counts, and so, 
if it were applied to anything connected with knells, it probably 
would be to the strokes which by their number told the age. of the 
departed.

But if it were true that the nine tellers did mark a man, why 
should that become a proverbial saying? Whenever you have a 
proverb you have not only the immediate statement of some fact, but 
also some wider truth, which is the really important thing. 4 Empty 
vessels make the most sound ’ may be true as a simple statement of 
fact, but nobody would be likely to repeat it if it had not another 
and a wider meaning which has nothing whatever to do with vessels 
and not a great deal to do with sound. No one has suggested that 
4 Nine tellers mark a man,’ if it ever was used, had any other mean
ing than the literal one.

In the second place, 4 Nine tellers mark a man ’ cannot have been 
corrupted into 4 Nine tailors make a man,’ for corruption implies a 
more or less gradual process and some connection between the two 
phrases. And there is none. It is true that a word or phrase used 
in one sense does sometimes become corrupted into something totally 
different, but never without some connecting idea. Between the 
4 hoc est corpus ’ of the canon of the Mass and the word 4 hocus- 
pocus ’ there is absolutely nothing in common, yet the one could not, 
and did not, corrupt into the other without a connecting idea in the 
minds of the people who used them.

Are we to believe that people went about saying that 4 Nine tellers 
mark a man ’ with so little understanding of what they were saying 
that one day they found themselves saying 4 Nine tailors make a 
m an ’ with still less understanding of what they were saying? It 
won’t do, and we can see how hollow the suggestion is when we 
realise that 4 Nine tailors make a man ’ is a proverbial saying, not 
only here in England, but abroad in France and Germany as well. 
4II faut neuf tailleurs pour faire un homme,’ say the Breton peasants, 
and it would take a very clever man to find in that any connection 
with the death knell and its 4 tellers.’

The proverb had its origin in the curious and universal contempt 
that all people once had for tailors and their trade. You will find 
strong signs of this contempt in Shakespeare’s plays, gnd I remember 
my own grandmother (who was bom in 1806) telling me that in her 
young days people seldom spoke of a tailor without adding the words, 
c Good L ord!’ *

So I beseech all good people, and especially Mr. Edwards, whom T 
honour and respect for his work on the Literature Committee of the 
Central Council, not to lend themselves to the propagation of this 
absurd legend. J. ARMIGER TROLLOPE.

P.S.—An early version of the proverb occurs in one of Thomas 
Dekkar’s plays (1607), 4 They say three Taylors go to the. making up 
of a man.’
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CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR.
H O W  ITS F A L S E  C O U R S E  E N D S A F F E C T  

C O M P O S IT IO N .
Cambridg-e was the first of the Surprise Major methods 

to be rung, and for several years before the present war 
it was the one most popular and most widely practised. 
Jlut the views expressed by various men as to its merits 
and demerits have been very diverse and strongly diver
gent. W hen the ancient Society of College Youths rang 
the first peal in the method they were very proud of 
what they had done, and ‘ deemed it the greatest per
formance ever achieved in the Campanistanean Art, as 
so intricate a method.was never practised by any other 
set of men whatever. ’

A  few more peals by the most skilled bands followed, 
and together with Superlative and London the method 
took its place as one of the three which stood at the very 
summit of what a ringer’s ambition could aim at.

Sixty years ago or so an increased activity in method 
ringing led the then recognised authorities on composi
tion to examine the different methods which had come 
down from the past. Superlative they recognised as the 
‘ Queen of M ethods,’ but when they turned to Cam
bridge the more they saw of it the less they liked it. To  
Sir Arthur Heywood and Earle Bulwer it was crude and 
faulty in construction, a survival from days when men 
knew no better. C. D . P. Davies went much further 
in his condemnation, and his denunciation was extrava
gant and even ludicrous.

These were clever men who had thoroughly earned 
their reputation, and did not express opinions wantonly 
'or without cause or reason, but we shall, we think, do 
them no injustice when we say that their real quarrel 
with the method was not for any faults it had shown in 
actual practice, but because it obstinately refused to fit 
itself into the schemes they had drawn up to settle what 
should be considered a good method and what not.

Heywood had studied very carefully the things which 
are essential to good music in ringing, and for that rea
son he rejected as illegitimate any method in which more 
places are made than are absolutely necessary. Now  
twice in every lead in Cambridge four places are made 
in one change.

It is rather difficult to see what difference that makes 
to the music. Does the most sensitive ear ever notice 
the making of these four places when Cambridge is being 
rung? W e  doubt it.

Davies brushed aside all considerations of music as 
completely irrelevant. Indeed, to him there was no such 
thing as music in ringing when the tenor was turned in. 
The only thing that mattered was that the orderly suc
cession of the nature of the rows, odd and even, should 
never be broken. He treated this as the fundamental 
rule, and he held that all those methods, like Kent Treble 
Bob, London and Bristol Surprise and the rest which 
have handstroke places, were due to ‘ what may not 
unfairly be called a veritable riot of unruliness.’ He did 
not explain why the unbroken succession of the nature 
of the rows should be a fundamental rule, but then, 
people do not argue about their axiom s; they would not 
be axioms if they did.

It did not occur to these people that there might be 
some justification for the place making in Cambridge, 
or that the peculiar merits of the method— its regu
larity, its capacity to expand on all numbers indefinitely,

and so forth— were due entirely to the way the places 
are made. Their excuse is that not much was really 
known in those days about method construction.

One thing, however, they did know and were not slow 
to point out. Cambridge has but one true peal with the 
tenors together, and that was, and is, a serious defect. 
Here they saw the justification for all the hard things 
they had said about the method. They disliked it be
cause of the four places made in one change, and they 
were confirmed in their dislike because they thought that 
there was the reason why no more than one true peal 
can be had. Many other people have thought the same,
and some, no doubt, still do. But they were, and are, 
wrong.

The making of the four places in one change in the 
second section is not the real cause of the extreme lia
bility of the method to internal falseness. It is due to a 
combination of causes. The first section gives the 

false course end B24365. The second 
26143857 +  section gives the two false course ends 
62418375 +  A32546 and D46253. These are the false
62148735 +  course ends of Oxford and Kent Treble
26417853 +  Bob, and of London Surprise. They be

long to the group A B C D E , and, as we
have seen, will allow of thirty true full natural courses. 
It is the presence also o f the two, F32465 and G43265, 
from the fourth section which causes the difficulty. So 
long as the false course ends of a method are confined 
to one of the two groups A B C D E  and BFG  we have 
thirty true natural courses to work with ; but when they 
come from both groups there is trouble. This might 
have happened without any making of four places in one 
change, and on the other hand the four places can be 
made and no false course ends at all result.

12345678 
21436587 •
12463578
21645387

26143578
.62415387
62145837
26418573

24681537
42865173
42681537
24865173

42856713 
9 24587631

25478613 
52746831

25478631 
13527864 
GS— BFG

Here is a method in which the same four places are 
made in one change as in Cambridge, and the only sec
tion which gives no false course ends at all is the second, 
where these four places are made.

But it may be objected that if you do as Benjamin 
Thackrah did, and move the places in 1-2 out of the 
second section to a more convenient position, you get

(C ontin ued  on  n ex t p age.)
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CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR.
C O M P O SIT IO N  IN  T H E  M E T H O D .

Cam bridge Surprise M inor is one of the oldest and one 
of the best of the six-bell methods. From  the closing 
years of the seventeenth century it has regularly been 
practised by the most advanced bands, and it w as natural 
that when in the eighteenth century there w as a great 
advance in method ringing, men should seek to extend 
it to eight bells as they had already done with Plain Bob, 
O xford Treble Bob and Court Bob.

Annable w as the first to m ake the attempt, but he did 
not understand the principles which underlie the. con
struction of the method. He dmitted fifth ’s and eighth ’s 
from the second section and his extension fails to repro
duce the characteristic w ork of the Minor and has an 
irregular lead end.

A N N A B L E ’S  C A M B R ID G E .
12345678
21436587
12463857
21648375

26143857
62418375
62143857
26418375

62481735
26847153
28641735
82467153

28647513
82465731
84256713
48527631

84256731
15837246

Such a method has very little attraction for the prac
tical ringer, and it is not surprising that it w as stillborn ; 
but it is interesting as an experiment by an early 
authority, and it will serve as a text on which to make 
one or two remarks.

It is symmetrical, and so we can use the rules we gave 
in our article of February 23rd last if we w ant to work 
out its false course ends, but its lead ends are irregular 
and we must be careful to get them r ig h t ; and we can
not use the short cuts which we have pointed out at 
various times and which depend on the regular Bob 
M ajor lead ends.

W hen we have any regular method which has the 
sam e first section as Cam bridge, we know, without taking 
the trouble to m ake transpositions, that it has the false 
course end B24365. But in this method of A nnable’s the 
same first section gives the two false course ends 
F32465 and G43265. The second section gives A32546 
and D46253, the third is C P S , and the fourth gives the 
sam e as the first. There is one fewer false course end 
than in the correct extension, but, seeing that the four 
present belong to two groups, the capacity of the method 
to produce true peals is not m aterially enlarged.

If, in addition to having irregular lead ends, the 
method had been unsymmetrical, as some are which have 
been rung in the past, we could, not use the rules we 
have given for w orking out false course ends, without 
considerable alteration and adaptation.

Some time after the middle of the eighteenth century 
the correct extension of Cam bridge w as discovered, pos
sibly by John Reeves, who w as one of the greatest com
posers the E xercise has ever produced. At any rate, he 
was the first to g ive it a place in the rin gers’ repertoire, 
and he called the first peal in 1780 at S t. Giles-in-the- 
Fields with a band of the London Youths.

Those were the days before men had realised that a 
Treble Bob M ajor method can be false internally without 
the falseness revealing itself at the lead ends, so it is not 
to be wondered at that R e eve s ’ peal w as false. He was 
not the first man to discover the falseness of Treble Bob 
— Christopher W ells, one of his acquaintances, did that 
— but Reeves set himself to make a thorough investiga
tion of the problem, and so far as concerns peals with 
the tenors together he succeeded. It- w as he who first 
pointed out the use of natural courses and false course 
ends. He did not develop the idea to the full extent— 
that w as not to be expected— but the main underlying 
principles of his system of proof are the same as those we 
have given in these articles.

The men who followed Reeves, and especially Shipway, 
did not grasp  the significance of his discoveries. Per
haps they were too simple for them. Shipw ay developed 
those complicated ‘ proof scales, ’ with their many false 
rows and transpositions, which were used by composers 
for a hundred years, and which can be found, more .or 
less explained, in C. W . P . D avies ’ book on the Surprise 
Methods. In justice to Shipw ay, we ought to remember 
that most of his w ork w as done with the tenors parted 
where the advantages of w orking by natural courses are 
not so obvious.

John R e eve s ’ w ork w as mainly confined to composition 
with the tenors together, and his peals of Treble Bob 
form a group which covers the whole range of the 
method as it' w as understood in his day, and shows as 
much skill and appreciation as alm ost any achievement 
in composition.

W hen he had realised that his first peal of Cambridge 
w as false, he devoted a great amount of attention to the 
method, and he found, as he said, that it w as far more 
precarious even than O xford Treble Bob. The conclusion 
he came to w as that it has no more than fifteen true 
courses. He w as m istaken, but he had good reasons 
for his* conclusion, and on the lines he w as w orking he 
did actually reach the limit.

To extend the fifteen courses so as to produce a five- 
thousand, he parted the tenors, but in so doing he was 
venturing into fields which he had not explored and 
which to him were unknown. So it happened that his 
second peal was false also. It is a most interesting com
position, for it shows, on the one hand, quite surprising 
ability, and on the other almost artless ignorance.

This second composjtion w as rung at St. Giles-in-the- 
Fields on February 23rd, 1783, by the sam e band (except 
for one man) as rang the other. They were now members 
of the ancient Society of College Youths.

BUY AN EXTRA COPY
OF

‘  THE RINGING WORLD ’ 
and send it to a Serving Member of your Tower
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CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR.
E A R L Y  C O M P O SIT IO N S  IN  T H E  M E T H O D .

John R eeves’ first peal of Cam bridge contained 5,088 
changes. The figures are lost, and we do not know what 
it w as like. W e do know that it w as false, and since 
it w as put together without any suspicion of liability to 
internal falseness, we may assume that it w as very false 
indeed.

A fter he had tackled the problem in Treble Bob and 
had found out how to prove peals, Reeves turned again 
to Cam bridge and studied it carefully. The method w as, 
he discovered, much more precarious even than O xford 
and Kent, and as the result of his in
vestigations he came to the conclu- 23456 M . W . R .
sion that there are no more than ---------
fifteen true courses with the tenors 54632 —  —
together. 36245 —  —

He w as m istaken. There are, as 42563 —  —
we know, 25 true courses, b u t . 65324 —  —  •
they are anything but obvious, and 42356 —  —  —
we can hardly wonder that he missed  ---------
them. He did not, as we have done 53624 —  —
in this series of articles, treat the 26435 —  —
problem as one of first finding a 34562 —  —
sufficiently large number of true in- 65243 —■ —
dependent natural courses, and then 34256 —  —  —
joining them together by means of ---------
bobs. H e w as far in advance of his 52643 —  —
contemporaries, and he did dis- 46325 —  —
cover the use of natural course ends, 23564 —  —
but it w as not to be expected that he 65432 —  —
should have anticipated the dis- 23456 —  —  —
coveries of recent years.

He selected the plan which promised to g ive the best 
results, built up his peal on it experimentally, and then 
proved the result. That is how good composers have 
worked throughout the centuries.

It is certain that he tried more than one plan, and there 
is a five-part composition of his, true for London, which 
may well have been an early attempt for Cam bridge.

R e eve s ’ fifteen courses will repay careful study. .T hey 
are linked together by bobs at M and W . N ow  the inci
dence of the falseness does not fall in the fourth lead, the 
one between those two positions, and so it is possible to 
use there parts of false natural courses. A  similar device 
enables Middleton’s peal to be put together.

The fifteen courses themselves differ considerably from 
the twenty-five in M iddleton’s peal, and when we com
pare them with the tables we gave  on Novem ber 1s t  we 
find that some come from alternative groups. That, as 
we have seen, means few er true courses to compose with.

If  we w ork out all the courses false against these fif
teen we shall find that they exhaust the whole of the 
remaining forty-five except three, and one lead o f each 
o f the three is used between the Middle and the W rong.

There is not a scrap more of material left to use, and 
Reeves had good reason for thinking he had reached the 
extent, as indeed he had on the three-part plan. To 
extend the fifteen courses to the twenty-three needed to 
m ake up a five-thousand, he parted the tenors, and 
there he w as venturing on ground which he had not ex
plored, and which he knew nothing about. H e seems 
to have assumed without thinking that in any Treble Bob 
method, if the courses with the tenors together are true, 
those two bells may be parted and brought together again

without any risk  of falseness, provided it is done in the 
standard w ay.

A fter g iv in g  in the ‘ C lavis ’ his very fine ^eries of 
Treble Bob M ajor compositions, he added, as a sort of 
afterthought, and ‘ for the sake of those tough veterans 
who think little of ringing three or four hours, and are 
hardly satisfied with less than the full revolution of the 
clock ,’ directions for extending his 7,296 to 18,048 
changes by calling the tenor five times into the hunt in 
certain courses, which is a  Q set of bobs.

This method, he says, m ay be practised in any peal 
provided the proof with the tenors together is used. The 
veterans who rang such a peal would need all their tough
ness when they found out how badly they had been let 
down, for the peal is very false.

To extend the fifteen courses of 23456 5ths. M . W .
Cam bridge, Reeves used a sim ilar ---------
plan. Three bobs with the tenor 274365 —
in F ifth ’s form a Q' set which will 254763 —
part the two big bells and bring 546327 —  —  —
them together again , adding two ---------
courses, and this done four times 576423 —
will g ive 5 ,15 2  changes.- 536724 •—-

Such w as the peal rung at St. 362457 —  —  —
Giles-in-the-Fields in 17 8 3 ; and, of etc.
course, it w as false.

This device of lengthening peals by Q sets involving 
the Seventh w as a fam iliar one at the time. It w as used 
freely in Bob M ajor (where it causes no liability to false
ness) alm ost alw ays when lengths' over six  thousand 
were rung, for at that time men objected to singles. 
Reeves used it later for his first peal of Stedman Caters, 
where he w as faced with difficulties not dissim ilar to 
those in Cam bridge. This, too, w as the device employed 
by John M artin, of Leicester, to produce his peals of 
Grandsire Caters, as described by M r. E d g a r Shepherd in 
his interesting article in our issue of A ugust 9th last. Mr. 
Shepherd says that M artin ’s plan w as his own. It prob
ably w as, so fa r  as Grandsire Caters is concerned, but 
the general idea w as a  well-known one.

The following is R e eve s ’ peal of London referred to 
above, with M iddleton’s peal alongside for comparison :—  

23456 M . W-. R . 23456 M. W . R .

65432 —  —  —  43652 —
46532 —  56234 —  —
23564 —  —  —  23564 —  - -
52364 —  52364 —
35264 35264 —

If, as is not at all unlikely, this peal w as an early at
tempt by Reeves to obtain a peal of Cam bridge, it shows 
how near he came to the solution of the problem, and it 
is also p ossib le , that Middleton succeeded by experi
mentally varying the calling of the first two courses.

In London the incidence of the falseness does not fall 
in the first or last leads of the course, and the proof by 
natural courses with the tenors together is similar to 
that of Treble Bob.

W illiam  Shipw ay w as the first man to compose a true 
peal of Cam bridge. He devoted a great deal of attention 
to the composition of Treble Bob methods with the 
tenors parted, and there he did good work. In his book 
he copied from the ‘ C lavis ’ the plan of proving by 
natural course ends (as he did many other th in gs), but 

(Continued on next page.)
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CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR.
C O M P O SIT IO N  IN  T H E  M E T H O D .

More than a full century elapsed after R eeves’ false 
peals of Cam bridge Surprise before the ne^t w as rung 
in London, but one or two early bands in Yorkshire prac
tised the method and several peals were rung there.

The first w as one of 6,048 changes on February 5th, 
178 7 , at St. P eter’ s, Sheffield, on the old ring. The 
composition is lost and w e know nothing of what it was 
like, but there can hardly be a doubt that it w as false.

It w as followed by 5,376  changes rung in 1 8 1 1  at 
Keighley by the local band. The composition w as by 
Joseph Tebbs, of Leeds, and w as claimed as ‘ the first 
true peal in that method ever rung in the North of E n g 
land .’ Tebbs w as a  clever composer and the author of 
an early and meritorious peal of Stedman Triples, but 
his Cam bridge w as false. W hen Shipw ay published the 
third part of his 1 Art of R in gin g ’ in 18 16  he wrote that 
‘ many fruitless attempts have been made to obtain' 
Cam bridge Surprise, several false peals of which had 
been ru n g .’ The false peals no doubt included that of 
Tebbs, for he had sent his best compositions to Shipw ay 
for inclusion in the book.

In his ‘ A rt of Change R in g in g ,’ published in 18 5 2 , 
Benjamin Thackrah, of D ewsbury, says, ‘ Seven of St. 
Peter’s Company, Huddersfield, and m yself rung at their 
Parish Church, on the 18 th of February, 18 2 2 , 6,720 
changes of Cam bridge Surprise, with the tenors .together, 
in 3I1 . 5 1 m. I composed and conducted the peal, and 
introduced singles, when the treble is dodging in three- 
four, to take aw ay the false changes, when liable. It 
will run true to 6,720 changes with these singles every 
time the treble is dodging in three-four.’

This variation is that now known as New Cam bridge, 
and, as Thackrah states, will produce 6,720 changes with 
the tenors together ; but whether the peal he called was 
a true one is by no means certain. He does not give 
the figures in his book, and judging by what he does give 
we cannot be sure that he w as qualified to decide what 
was a true peal in a Treble Bob method and what w as 
not. The book itself is the worst text book on ringing 
ever issued, and T h ackrah ’s own part (he got other 
people to write for him and copied older authors) is the 
worst in it.
. One peal of Cam bridge M ajor, 6,048 changes, is 

given. It is produced by fourth ’s place and sixth ’s place 
bobs at the course ends, for he says ‘ it will not run true 
to such an extent of changes if bobs are made at the 
middle or the w ro n g .’

Actually there are only twenty-five true courses in 
Cam bridge and so Thackrah ’s peal necessarily is false. 
Here is the composition, which is in three equal parts. 
F  signifies a fourth’ s place bob and S a sixth ’s place.

2 3 4 5 6

4263s 46325 43265 s
64523 34562 24536 s
56342 53246 52643 s
35264 25634 65324 s
23564 62534 36524 F
52436 56423 53462 S
45236 45623 45362 F
24653 64352 34256 S
62453 36452 23456 F

It does not require much inspection to see how false 
this peal is, and yet the idea of s ix th ’s place bobs was 
quite a good one. They have a similar effect to bobs 
Before without losing nearly half a course each time one 
is used.

Charles Middleton’s peal of Cam bridge M ajor which 
w as published in the 1845 edition of Henry H ubbard’s 
‘ C am panalogia,’ w as not only the first peal to be com
posed in the method with the tenors together, but is the 
only one that is possible.

The false course ends of the method are A 32546, 
B  24365, D 46253, F  32465 and G 43265. The extreme 
liability of the method to internal falseness is due to the 
fact that these belong to two groups. The three A, B 
and C restrict the number of true natural courses to 
th irty ; and the other two, F  and G, reduce the thirty 
by forbidding us to use any which have the bells in 5-6 
reversed.

I f  we turn to the table of natural-course ends given in 
our issue of November 15 th and examine the groups A i , 
B i ,  C i ,  D i ,  E i  and F i  we shall find that one row in 
each of the last five groups is false when tested by 32465 
and 43265, but all the rest are true. The rows which 
are false are 34625, 45362, 52436, 26543, and 63254. The 
remaining twenty-five form the material from which we 
must construct our peal.

But as soon as we look at these twenty-five we find 
that they cannot be linked up together by bobs into one 
round block. The proof of that is not difficult. One of 
them is 35426 and must be included. It.can  be brought 
up only in one of three w ays, either by a bob at the 
Middle, or a bob at the W rong, or a bob at the Right. 
W e should have one of these Q Sets.

35426 35426 -35426
45623 23456 43526
6 5 3 2 4  . 5 2 4 3 6  _ 5 4 3 2 6

In each case there is a course which is not am ong the 
twenty-five and so would produce falseness.

F o r a similar reason 23645, 64352, 42563 and 56234 
cannot be included. W e cannot join together the twenty- 
five true.courses intact, but we can do what John Reeves 
did in his fifteen-course block : we can take advantage of 
the fact that the incidence of the falseness does not fall 
between the Middle and the W rong. In that lead we 
can use part of a course which, if used in full, would 
produce repetition.

In five out of the true twenty-five courses a bob at M, 
followed by a bob at W „ will form a link to join up two 
true courses, and these links with certain Q sets and 
incomplete Q sets will g ive us the peal.

In our issue of November 8th we showed that only a 
definite number of Q sets can be made in the thirty 
courses included in the true groups with A, B , C, D, E 
false course ends, and that these Q sets join up the 
courses into two separate round blocks. In methods in 
which M comes before the W  one of these blocks is Mid
dleton’s composition. B y  a coincidence which amounts 
to a piece of good luck those courses which, though true 
for A , B , C, D, E  false course ends, are false for F  and 
G, are all included in the other round block except for 
one lead between the M and the W , where the incidence 
of the falseness does not fall.

W hat we hav.e said in these last few  articles will show 
w hy Middleton’s composition is the only possible one for 
Cam bridge, but one other point should be noticed. As

(Continued on next page.)
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