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LONDON S LOSSES— AND THE FUTURE
Londoners who love the churches of the city, and the 

millions of others who hold those hallowed places in 
reverent respect, even though they may never have entered 
their portals, have learned with horror of the unforgivable 
vandalism of the Germans who, in their hate and prob­
ably despair of bringing England to her knees, en­
deavoured to fire the city, and in that endeavour brought 
destruction upon at least nine of the city churches.-Next 
to the loss of life and the destruction of hospitals, the 
devastation of churches probably strikes at the hearts 
and raises the wrath of the people more than anything 
else, and in no previous raid over the metropolis, as far 
as we know, has so much damage been done to those 
sacred buildings as was done on Sunday. It is indeed a 
sad tale of loss. Two of the churches, St. Lawrence 
Jewry and St. Bride’s, Fleet Street, are world famous, 
and by all ringers are held in an honoured place among 
the churches of London.

This wanton destruction is part of the price we have 
to pay in the fight for freedom against tyranny, part of 
the price which is involved in saving the very faith for 
which the churches have stood as witness for hundreds 
of years. But the churches will rise again j the barbarian 
has never stamped out the faith born nineteen hundred 
and forty years ago, nor will he to-day. The faith wftl 
never die, and all his vandalism will come to i\ought, for 
the undying spirit of the British people will only be stirred 
to greater effort by this vicious attempt to fire the city 
and with it the treasures handed down to us through 
the centuries. The fury of the Germans in their dis­
appointment will avail them nothing. Britain, with Lon­
don at its core, stands steady as a rock, and the ■pointless 
and indiscriminate murder and destruction which are 
being perpetrated will some day bring their retribution.

The new year upon which we have just entered may, 
indeed probably will, inflict upon us all even grimmer 
trials, and as ringers we still have to forego our own 
particular service to the Church and the practice of our 
art. The Archbishop of Canterbury, it is learned, made 
strong representations to the Secretary of W ar for the 
shifting of the ban for Christmas and the Sunday ser­
vices, but the reply has been that there are still military 
reasons for its maintenance. In view of this, there is no 
immediate prospect of the sounding of the church bells, 
except in the face of a national danger, and all who love 
the sound of bells must endeavour to possess their souls 
in patience. In the meantime ringers in the towers are 
gradually diminishing in numbers; the call to arms is 
taking away the younger men. Those who remain, how- 

(Continued on page 2.)
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ever, need not abandon hope. There is a task to bedone 
in the coming year. Everywhere there should h an 
effort made to teach new ringers. They can be tught 
how to handle a rope, on a clapperless bell; they c*i be 
instructed in change ringing by the use of handells. 
Whatever happens, we ought to make sure that we \ave 
enough men and women, boys or girls, in our towes to 
ring the bells when victory is assured, and if the >re- 
sent enforced silence is not conducive to teaching the 
young idea how to strike— well, we think the people viil 
be so glad to hear the bells again that at first it will lot 
matter very much. This may seem heresy to some, Ivt 
in our view the most important thing that lies befor 
ringers at the moment is to ensure sufficient personnel t< 
ring with tolerable efficiency when the time comes tc 
let the clappers loose again. The finer arts of striking 
can be taken in hand as soon as our ears once more comt 
into play.

Actually there is no need for idleness in the belfry. 
This training of beginners should go on as far as the 
present restrictions permit. It may not be very interest­
ing to the instructors, but even a wearying task may be] 
well worth while in the end. And then, too, much more 
might be made of handbell practice than seems at pre­
sent to be done. It is not at all essential that handbells j 
should always be rung double-handed, even though it 
should be the ultimate aim of the ringers. But single- 
handed ringing can be a valuable help, both in keeping 
method ringing fresh and extending the scope of the 
band. New methods can be mastered against the day 
when tower bells once more come into their own, and 
when it will require all our endeavours to reinstate both 
the art and the Exercise in the position it occupied before 
the war. The year 1941 calls for a supreme effort in 
every direction; it calls equally upon ringers to put their 
best into building up their bands against losses, and pre­
paring for the brighter days ahead. Let our endeavours 
be directed to saving the art so that it may be restored 
rapidly after the war. W e cannot afford to neglect such 
effort now; we must continue with unflagging energy to
‘ go to it.’ ---------------

U S E  OF C H U R C H  B E L L S  
AT DEATHS AND BURIALS.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—The use of church bells in .connection with deaths and 

burials still seems of interest. In my early days, some 65 years 
back, after I had learnt to manage a bell, Mr. Gatland would some­
times ask me to do duty for him.

The custom at Steynmg was to use two bells, one called the little 
knell (the 4th) for those up to 14 years of age, and the big knell 
(the tenor) for those over that age.

The bell was chimed on the swing for the three times three for the 
male, and three times two for the female, and then raised to a set 
pull. The bell was pulled off one stroke, at intervals of about three 
minutes (a little extra set being given to make more sure of the bell 
being set each stroke). This was rung for one hour, the bell then 
lowered and the same number of strokes chimed as at the beginning.
A fee of one shilling was paid. The same procedure was adopted at 
the committal, but the bell was not raised. C. TYLER.

M R . C. W . R O B E R T S ’ A R T I C L E .
A CORRECTION.

To the Editor.
Sir,—I should be glad if you would correct two small misprints in 

my article on Stedman Caters, for which my writing may be respon­
sible. In the last sentence in paragraph 3 the word dominates * 
should 'be ‘ eliminates,’ and the number of changes in peal No. 4 
should be 5,031.

Should this article prove sufficiently interesting to the Exercise, I 
will follow it up with others, describing other little-known plans of 
composition.

Wishing you a happy and, I hope, a victorious New Year.
CHARLES W. ROBERTS.
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DOWN THE AGES.
ANNIVERSARIES IN NINETEEN HUNDRED AND  

FORTY-ONE.
B y J. A r m ig e r  T r o l l o p e .

Three hundred years ago the Exercise was already a 
century old, perhaps more, though as yet ringers were a 
long way off looking on themselves as members of a body 
with common aims and common interests, and the art 
of change ringing was a comparatively new thing which 
was practised only in the more advanced and select 
circles.

At Cambridge, at Oxford, and in London, the young 
men of the Universities and the Inns of Court looked on 
ringing much as their successors to-day look on football 
and cricket, and it was among them that the new style 
of changes was introduced in place of the older raising, 
round ringing and ceasing. So much advance had al­
ready been made that about 1641 the first six-score of 
Doubles was rung.

The leading society in London for many years had been 
the Schollers of Cheapside, but they had passed their 
prime, and the state of their records for the year 1641 
shows that there was not much life left in them.

At the other end of the town the new Society of Col­
lege Youths, which had been founded four years earlier, 
had already taken its place as the leading company of 
the Exercise. What they were then doing we do not 
know. The man who held the office of Master for the 
greater part of the year, Mathias Burnaby, is to us no 
more than a name, and all we know of his successor, 
Thomas Joyce, is that he was the son of a gentleman 

who lived at Sturminster in Dorset, and that a few years 
before he had matriculated at Exeter College, Oxford, 
at the age of 17.

W e pass over a hundred years, and when we come to 
1741 the Exercise had already taken the form it showed 
until about fifty or sixty years ago, and the art and 
science of change ringing were full grown. In London, 
at any rate, peal ringing was recognised as a ' normal 
thing in a ringer’s life, though naturally neither th.e 
number of peals nor the number of methods was any­
thing like what it has since become.

The most active company was the Eastern Scholars, 
who had been founded in 1733, and numbered several 
clever ringers among their members. Their first peal in 
the year was 5,040 changes of Double Bob Major at St. 
Leonard’s, Shoreditch, on the new ring which not long 
before had been supplied by the Whitechapel foundry to 
the rebuilt church. John Sharpe called the bobs. He is 
one of the men whose names were quite forgotten in 
after years, but in his own time he was an important 
person in London belfries. Philemon Mainwaring rang 
the tenor. He was another who did much for London 
ringing, and as a tenor man has earned a place among 
the greatest. John Blake, who rang the sixth, and 
Thomas Bennett, who rang the seventh, were also lead­
ing ringers, and at one time or another both belonged to 
almost every one of the great societies.

The Eastern Scholars’ next performance was one of 
outstanding interest and merit, for it was the first peal 
of Oxford Treble Bob Royal ever rung. It was at St. 
Sepulchre’s, Snow Hill, on April 7th. Mainwaring 
called the bobs from the ninth, and the other men we 
have mentioned were in the band with Robert Windle- 
borough as tenor man. The number of changes was

5,200, but' the figures of the composition have not sur­
vived, and we do not know what it was like.

The College Youths were having a very quiet time so 
far as peal ringing was concerned, and they scored only 
one during, the whole year. This slackness was prob­
ably the result of the quarrels and jealousies which were 
so frequent in the old companies, and which had divided 
the College Youths into Annable’s party and John Cun- 
dell’s party, with a number of more or less neutral men 
who had no objection to ringing with either.

Slack as they were at the time, the College Youths 
could hardly take the Eastern Scholars’ peal of Royal as 
otherwise than a challenge to their supremacy, and since 
they could not ring the first they determined to show that 
at least they could equal it, so on May 30th they, too, 
rang 5,000 changes of Treble Bob Royal and in the same 
steeple.

Both companies erected boards to commemorate their 
performances, and sixty years ago both boards still 
existed. Now that of the College Youths only remains. 
It does not give the names of the performers, but it has 
a rhyming couplet which has given rise to some specula­
tion :—

When merit’s justly due a little praise then serveth.
A g o o d  p e a l n e e d s  jio  fra m e , a  b a d  o n e  n o n e  d e s e rv e th .

It has been suggested, and even definitely stated, that 
this couplet is proof that the first peal was false, or at 
any rate a bad one. The assumption is quite unwar­
ranted, for no claim was made either on the board or in 
the peal book, that the College Youths’ performance was 
the first true peal in the method, and the sentiment ex­
pressed by the couplet is, after all, pretty trite and com­
monplace.

Annable composed the peal and rang in it, but for 
once he did not call the bobs. Richard Spicer was the 
conductor, and so he was in the next peal the society 
rang, which was at St. Margaret’s, W estminster, in 
the following year.

It was at this time, and also at St. Sepulchre’s, that 
the College Youths rang Court Bob Royal for the first 
time. The method was an extension by Annable of the 
London Court Bob Major, which was practised by the 
metropolitan ringers and afterwards by some of the pro­
vincial bands. It was decidedly inferior to Norwich 
Court Bob Royal, and the London men evidently did not 
think it was worth while ringing a peal of it. Norwich 
Court Bob Major had not yet reached London, but was 
already being rung in the city of its birth, and Edward 
Crane called the first peal at St. Michael’s Coslany in 
the following year. (The date in ‘ The Norwich Gazette ’ 
is March 9th, 1741. But that would be in ‘ old style,’ 
in which the year began and ended on March 21st.)

The Eastern Scholars rang four more peals in 1741. 
They were 5,040 Bob Major (the first in the method) at 
St. Nicholas’ , Deptford; 6,160 Bob Major at St. John’s, 
Hillingdon; 5,120 Oxford Treble Bob at All Saints’ , Ful­
ham ; and the first peal of Bob Major at St. Mary’s, 
Mortlake. John Sharpe called the first three and John 
Bradshaw the other one.

The only other London society to ring a peal in 1841 
was the Union Scholars, who rang 5,040 Bob Major on 
November 23rd at Fulham. The band was made up 
largely by men who had seceded from the Eastern 
Scholars on account of one of the quarrels which were 
so frequent at the time. It included Sharpe, who prob­
ably conducted.

(Continued on next page.)
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RINGING IN THE PROVINCES.
T W O  HUNDRED YEARS AGO.

(Continued from previous page.)
Very little information has come down to us about 

ringing in the provinces, and the only peal during the 
year of which we have any record was one of Grandsire 
Triples at Coddenham in Suffolk. Theodore Eccleston, a 
wealthy young man, who lived at Mortlake and was a 
member of the Society of Eastern Scholars, had inherited 
an estate in Suffolk, and he gave a ring of eight bells to 
Coddenham Church, and another of ten to Stonham 
Aspal. He got together a band of ringers, and induced 
leading men to go and live in the country to act as in­
structors and conductors. John Sharpe went down there 
a few years later, and William Walker from Richmond, 
and Andrew Field, a College Youth.

The first man to act as conductor was John Foster, 
whom we have already met as the landlord of the Eight 
Bells tavern at Norwich, and the ringer of the sixth to 
the first peal of Stedman Triples at Mancroft in 1731. 
He called John Garthon’s composition, and the peal 
board records it as ‘ Caterines Triples.’ Afterwards he 
went to Lincoln and called the peal again at St. Peter 
Arches in that city.

The year 1741 was not a very eventful one, and the 
number of peals rung was, even for the time, small.

PEALS IN 1841.
Neither was the year 1841 one of any particular im­

portance in the history of the Exercise, and especially so 
in London. The College Youths rang but three peals—  
Oxford Treble Bob Major at Lewisham, Grandsire Caters 
at Leeds in Kent, and Oxford Treble Bob Royal at St. 
James’, Bermondsey. They were at a turning point in 
their history, when old conditions were passing away, 
and the younger and more vigorous men who were to re­
establish the ascendency of the society on a different 
basis had not yet obtained control.

I regret I cannot give full particulars of the peals of 
the year, for the war has shut up my sources of informa­
tion other than those already in my possession, and my 
detailed research work has not yet covered the middle 
of the nineteenth century.

In the provinces the leading companies were at Nor­
wich, where the Norwich Scholars still maintained their 
high reputation, though they rang very few peals; at 
Birmingham, where such famous ringers as Thomas 
Thurstans, Isaac John Lates, Thomas Day and Henry 
Johnson were in their prime; and at Sheffield, where dur­
ing the year Thomas Hudson called a peal of. Stedman 
Caters. There was also a good band at Leeds, and the 
first peal of Cinques in Yorkshire was rung on the new 
bells of the Parish Church.

THE ART ON THE D O W N  GRADE.
Taking the country at large, the Exercise and the art 

of change ringing were on the down grade, and the 
decline continued until it reached bottom level ten years 
or so later. Then, after an interval of about twenty 
years, began a slow but steady revival which at length 
has given us the Exercise we know to-day.

Half a century later the year 1891 brings us into the 
period which fairly belongs to the modern history of 
change ringing. The Exercise was then completely or­
ganised, and the year saw the first meeting of the Cen­
tral Council, which took place at the Inns of Court Hotel, 
in Lincoln’s Inn Fields on Easter Tuesday.

That, of course, was an outstanding event, but other­
wise nothing happened during the year of any marked 
importance. Peal ringing had increased enormously 
during the half-centurv' and that year’s total reached 
878. The methods most rung were Grandsire Triples 
269, Treble Bob Major 138, Stedman Triples 103, Bob 
Major 64, and Double Norwich Court Bob Major 40. 
Only two peals of London Surprise were rung, and both 
were at Duffield and were conducted by Sir Arthur Hev- 
wood. Peals of Cambridge Surprise Major numbered 
only 3, and Superlative only 5.

TRIPLES METHODS.
There was considerably greater variety in seven-bell 

methods than in more recent years. Union Triples was 
enjoying a temporary popularity, and 15 peals of it were 
rung, as were 15 peals of Oxford Bob Triples and two 
of Court Bob. John Carter introduced during the year a 
method which he called Darlaston Bob Triples, but which 
was really College Single Triples. Four peals of it were 
rung, and the popularity of Plain Bob Triples was shown 
by as many as 29 peals. Methods which now are con­
sidered irregular and obsolete were Violet Treble Bob 
Major 1 .peal, Woodbine Treble Bob Major 1, Canter­
bury Pleasure Triples 3, and Canterbury Pleasure Major 
13.

On the higher numbers was the first peal of Duffield 
Maximus rung at Birmingham and conducted by Hey- 
wood, as well as peals of Grandsire Cinques 2, Stedman 
Cinques 5, and Treble Bob Maximus 4. Two peals of 
over 10,000 were rung and the Suffolk men got out after 
ringing 12,320 changes in an attempt for Day’s 16,608 of 
Oxford Treble Bob Major.

In composition, the chief event was the publication by 
Heywood of his articles on peals of Stedman Caters.

The chief controversy which divided the opinions of 
ringers was whether seven-bell peals might be rung with­
out a covering tenor.

The most outstanding ringers who passed away during 
the year were James Lockwood the composer, Captain 
A. P. Moore, a leading ringer and a bell founder, and 
Henry Hubbard, the son of the famous Norwich author
and composer. --------------

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
The December meeting of the Barnsley and District Society was 

held at Rotherham on Saturday, Dec. 14th. Members were present 
from Eastwood, Felkirk, Handsworth and Wath.

A room was provided at the Wheatsheaf Hotel for the use of the 
ringers, and handbells were rung in the afternoon until tea and the 
usual business meeting. Mr. J. E. Turley, of Handsworth, who had 
survived the blitz air raid on Sheffield on the previous Thursday, and 
although he had encountered some inconvenience in transport had 
made a determined effort to attend, was elected chairman. Mr. Chant 
proposed and Mr. Gill seconded a vote of thanks to Mr. S. Briggs 
for the arrangements he had made. The meeting was rather small. 
Nevertheless, it was a happy gathering.

Further handbell ringing followed, the methods rung during the 
afternoon and evening being Plain and Double Bob Minor, Treble Bob 
Minor and touches of Bob Major. A.G.M. at Barnsley, Jan. 11th.

JO H N  C H A M B E R L I N .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. Charles E. Borrett’s accounts of the old Norwich 
ringers and especially of John Chamberlin is most interesting. Can 
he tell us anything of the old Norwich men and what became of their 
peal books and property? I  suppose they had some, for it was the 
usual thing with these old companies. And how does he reconcile 
the statement that the Norwich men rang the first peal of Court Bob 
Royal at St. Peter’s Mancroft in 1769 with the entry in James 
Barham’s peal book, which savs that 6,720 changes of Court Bob 
Ten In were rung on January 25th, 1765. at Leeds in Kent?

It would seem that a good many of the claims made for the first 
peals in different methods in olden times were made in ignorance of 
what other people had done, and will not really stand a severe test.

Still, there may be some explanation. L. W. BUNCE.
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SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
NORTH DORSET BRANCH MEETING.

The annual meeting of the North Dorset Branch was held at 
Kington Magna on the King’s birthday. The Guild office was con­
ducted in All Saints’ Church by the blanch secretary (the Rev. W. 
Uphill), and an address appropriate to the Advent season was given 
by the Rev. Canon Hellins, D.D. The Rector (the Rev. F. LI. 
Edwards, hon secretary of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild) was at the 
organ, and after the Magnificat a sacred melody was played on hand­
bells by four boys, who also assisted in the accompaniment of 
Psalm cl. The service was notable for the effective singing of the 
score or so of male voices, which rose to a grand climax in ‘ God 
save the King.'

Tea was enjoyed at the School, and there were no symptoms of 
rationing!

The business meeting followed, Dr. Hellins presiding.
The branch secretary submitted an interim statement of accounts, 

showing a credit balance of £20 10s. Id.
The Rev. Dr. Hellins was re-elected chairman, the Rev. F. LI. 

Edwards deputy chairman, the Rev. W. Uphill secretary.
Mr. E. Coward stated that he was soon due to be called up, and 

on his proposal Messrs. W. Shute and L. Perrett were elected joint 
Ringing Masters.

Messrs. M. Brown and g. Braddick were appointed members of 
committee.

Mr. F. Fowler, of Stourton, was elected member, and- another Mr.
F. Fowler, who is stationed at Mere on military service, a life member.

The Rev. W. Uphill reported that he had represented the branch 
at the funeral of the late Mr. Walter Jackson, of Childe Okeford, 
whose death after a short illness inflicted a severe loss both on the 
Guild and on the parish, where he had done invaluable work in train­
ing young ringers and had exercised a strong influence for good on 
the lads of the village.

Mr. W. Hinks, a member of the Stour and Avon Catchment Board, 
who as churchwarden was present at the meeting, also testified to 
Mr. Jackson’s sterling qualities as an employe of that body and the 
deep regret felt by the members of the Board at his decease.

All those present stood in silence as a tribute of respect to Iris 
memory. *

A vote of thanks to Dr. Hellins for his address, to the Rector ana 
to the ladies kindly undertaking the arrangements for tea, was pro­
posed by the secretary and carried with applause.

Although the day was one of incessant rain, six towers were repre­
sented, Gillingham, Mere, Stourton, Zeals, Hazelbury Bryan and 
Kington Magna, and one enthusiast cycled over twenty miles to attend. 
Methods practised on handbells included Grandsire, Stedman and 
Plain Bob.

H A N D B E L L S  IN C H U R C H .
THE REV. A. S. ROBERTS’ EXPERIENCE.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I gladly tell 4 Nemo * of the introduction of handbell 

ringing here. Some weeks ago I introduced handbells at a meeting 
of our Fellowship of Youth, and, being favourably impressed, I told 
the members that we would look forward to ringing them in church 
at Christmas. Handbell practice became a feature of our weekly 
gatherings, and the Sunday week before Christmas, when announcing 
the services for the festival, I said what was to be done, and that 
we hoped to ring handbells before certain services.

The church being blacked out, we rang before the Midnight Mass 
and again before the ordinary morning service on Christmas Day. We 
have received no requests to repeat ou# performances because I had 
announced also that the ringing would continue each Sunday morning 
and evening afterwards,’ but we have had many words of appreciation.

The arrangements for ringing are as follows : The tower here is at 
the north-east corner of the church, and the handbells are arranged 
in pairs in a circle on a soft rug under the tower arch, which is 
actually between the high altar and ladv chapel altar. About 
a quarter of an hour before the beginning of the service I go to the 
choir vestry to fetch the young men who are either in the choir or 
servers, and, each wearing his cassock, we go into the fchurcli. We 
begin with a short collect, standing in front of the  ̂separate pairs 
of handbells, and then ring for approximately four minutes, we then 
stop for two minutes, and those who have duties to do leave, whilst 
others, some being young women, take over the bells. A further four 
minutes’ ringing, and the organist commences playing immediately, 
which is roughly five minutes before the service is due to begin.

At Christmas we rang rounds and * Queens * very creditably on our 
ring of twelve (tenor size 20 in E flat). Of course, it will be a long 
time before we advance beyond this on twelve, but I  hope we shall 
do more on lesser numbers.

At a practice I listened with others to the ringing from various 
parts of the church, but the best effect was when one entered the 
porch and door, for to be greeted by the sound of bells was most 
inspiring and realistic. An interest and keenness has been created by 
our innovation. I recommend that the ringers are towards the east 
end of the church so that they can be seen, for this will prevent much 
turning of heads amongst the assembling congregation in an effort to 
see what is being done.

To change the subject, may I say that I  hope that all the records 
of peals rung at St. Nicholas’ , Bristol, have Hot been lost. I remem­
ber the late Mr. Uriah Braven showing me the peal books belonging 
to this tower when I  was at his house several years ago; they were 
in his keeping. A. S. ROBERTS.

Carbis Bay, Cornwall.
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BELFRY GOSSIP.
At a recent meeting of the Blandford Clerical Club a paper was 

read by the Rev. F. LI. Edwards on 4 The care of our silent bells.’ A 
number of questions were asked and an interesting discussion ensued. 
Among those present was the Bishop of Sherborne.

Fifty years ago to-day three peals were rung. One was Grandsire 
Triples at Bethnal Green by the College Youths. James Pettit called 
Holt’s Original and the band included Matthew Wood, Edward 
Wallage, Walter Prime and Arthur Hughes. Frederick G. Newman 
called Brooks’ Variation of Thurstans’ peal of Stedman Triples at 
Sevenoaks, and the Cumberlands rang Stedman Caters at St. Giles’ , 
Camberwell, with George Newson as composer and conductor.

Mr. James George, who is still happily making progress, and sends 
his greetings for tne New Year to all his friends, reminds us, in con­
nection with recent events at Coventry, that he is the last survivor 
of the band it hat rang Coventry Cathedral bells for the last time. 
That wras on June 28th, 1885. At that period he was living in 
Coventry and used to ring with the Coventry ringers.

On December 28th, 1820, the St. Martin’s Youths of Birmingham 
rang the then longest length of Stedman Cinques, 6,600 changes.

On the same date in 1872 a band was supposed to have rung at 
Earlsheaton, in Yorkshire, Thomas Day’s 16,608 of Kent Treble Bob 
Major, but it was afterwards admitted that the bells were jumped 
into rounds at the end.

James W. Washbrook called two long, and at the time record, peals 
on the last day of the year. One was 12,096 changes of Double 
Norwich at Maidenhead in 1892, tlie other was 15,041 changes of 
Stedman Caters at Appleton in 1888.

New Year’s Day was the anniversary of several notable peals. In 
1733 the Oxford men rang the first peal in the city. In 1754- the 
Saffron Walden band ran** Holt’s Original, the conductor taking a 
rope. In 1793 James Barham rang his 100th peal, and in 1795 the 
men of Soham one of the first p£als of Double Norwich Court Bob 
outside Norwich.

On January 4th, 1784, the Oldham men rang 14,480 changes of 
Bob Major, composed and conducted by Thomas'Kay.

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

A  M E R S E Y S I D E  L O S S .
In one of the recent heavy air attacks on Merseyside a church with 

a well-known ring of twelve bells was almost totally destroyed by 
fire—but once again the tower withstood the ravages of the flames.

The loss of the church is a sad blow to the community, but the 
tower may still be found strong enough to enable the bells to be 
rung for the day of victory.

And later, doubtless, the church itself will rise again, for there has 
been a church on this site for many centuries.

WHAT IS A GOOD METHOD ?
QUALITIES WHICH ARE NECESSARY.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Your correspondent, Mr. Harvey, writing on ‘ What is 

a good method ?’ has certainly provided us with a number of ideals 
which good methods should fulfil as far as possible. I am gjad he 
quoted the remarks of the Rev. E. Bankes James with regard to 
music; to get the bells coming up behind in the proper coursing 
order, and to keep the coursing bells as near together as possible 
seem to be the primary requirements for good music.

Cambridge has gained for itself the position which is occupied 
by no other Surprise method, for it is undoubtedly the most widely 
practised of all methods of this class. Why this should be so, I 
cannot say, for its false course ends allow of only one peal with the 
tenors together, and, unless my counting has gone astray, there are 
90 rows (and not 64 to 72) in the plain course with more than one 
bell between the tenors. Points in its favour are (1) it allows of
pure extension to Royal and Maximus; (2) the bells come up behind 
in their proper coursing order; and (3) all leading and place-making 
is made hand and back.’

On looking through my collection of Surprise Major Methods, I 
find one method which stands out above all the others in fulfilling 
the requirements suggested in Mr. Harvey’s letter. This method is 
Bedford Surprise, composed by Mr. F. Dench and published in 4 The 
Ringing World * of March lOtii, 1939. The method lias, in my opinion, 
the following good points: (1) It has only one false course end, 24365: 
(2) the bells come up behind in their proper coursing order; (3) there 
are only 54 rows in the plain course with more than one bell between 
the tenors; (4) the longest period a bell occupies the same set of 
places is for 14 rows in 3-4; (5) no pair of bells makes more than a 
double dodge together; (6) it allows of pure extension to Royal and 
Maximus.

I have never heard the metliod myself, and so I should be interested 
to hear the opinion of someone who has rung it, for that, and that 
alone, is the real test of 4 What is a good method ?’

Highcliffe, 81, County Road, Swindon.
MALCOLM MELVILLE.
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FAMOUS LONDON CHURCHES DESTROYED
ST. LAW RENCE JEW RY AND ST. BR IDE’S 

AMONG THEM .
Renowned Rings of Bells.

The pitiful tale of famous London churches and other 
historical buildings destroyed or damaged by enemy 
action was seriously added to last Sunday night when the 
Nazi aircraft dropped thousands of incendiary bombs in 
the city and started numerous fires, in what was de­
scribed as a wanton and indiscriminate attack upon non­
military objectives.

THE CHURCH OF ST. LAWRENCE JEWRY AS 
RINGERS KNEW IT.

The famous Guildhall and eight Wren churches were 
gutted by fire. The churches were St. Bride’s, Fleet 
Street; St. Lawrence Jewry; St. Stephen’s, Coleman 
Street; St. Vedast’s, Foster Lane; St. Mary’s, Alder- 
manbury; St. Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe; St. Anne and 
St. Agnes, Gresham Street; and Christ Church, New­
gate Street, as well as St. Mary Woolnoth and St. Mary 
Matfelon.

The Guildhall has been so completely destroyed that 
only the shell remains, and with it must have gone many 
of its treasures. At the beginning of the raid several in­
cendiary bombs fell on the roof, and efforts to extinguish 
them seemed likely to be successful until the fire at the 
nearby Church of St. Lawrence Jewry spread to the 
Guildhall, and the conflagration got beyond control.

Three of the lost churches are of outstanding interest 
in the history of change ringing, and a fourth possessed 
one of the three rings of six in the metropolis. Full par­
ticulars of the damage to the bells is not yet available, 
but we fear it will prove to be serious. It is already 
known, however, that the rings at St. Lawrence and St. 
Bride’s have been destroyed.

St. Lawrence Jewry, which stands in Gresham Street, 
and from which the blaze spread to the Guildhall, was 
rebuilt by Sir Christopher Wren after the Great Fire of 
1666, and was the most expensive of all those designed 
by him, if we except the steeple at St. Mary-le-Bow. It 
was especially noted for the plaster work of its ceilings 
and its wood carvings, the latter being the work of 
Grinling Gibbons.

THE BELLS OF JEW RY.
The bells were a noble ring of eight, with a tenor of 

32 cwt., and in the opinion of many people they ranked 
among the very best in the country, some going so far 
as to give them the first place.

They were cast at Whitechapel by James Bartlet in 
1679, the tenor being recast by the same founder in 1687, 
the treble by Pack and Chapman in 1775, and the second 
by Richard Phelps in 1770. In recent years they had 
been restored by Mears and Stainbank, and notwith­
standing a very long draught of rope the ‘ go ’ was as 
near perfection as possible.

Not many peals have been rung in the steeple, but it 
was here that on May 17th, 1735, a band of College 
Youths rang the first peal of Court Bob Major, with 
Richard Spicer as conductor. The method was that 
which later was known as Double London Court Bob, 
though Jasper Snowdon formed the opinion that it was 
an unknown variation of that method.

No other peal seems to have been rung on the bells 
until the Jubilee of Queen Victoria in 1887, when a peal 
of Grandsire Triples was accomplished, also by the Col­
lege Youths. One other we believe has since been rung.

Though the church itself was not very well known, the 
striking steeple of St. Vedast, Foster Lane, was one of 
the most familiar sights to the thousands who passed 
along Newgate Street towards Cheapside. The bells, six 
in number, were by John Darbie, of Ipswich, and had a 
tenor of about 18 cwt. They had not been rung for many 
years.

For some years, under the leadership of Mr. Albert A. 
Hughes, there has been a regular and enthusiastic band 
of ringers connected with St. Lawrence. Formed mainly 
from choirmen and church keepers, they rang the bells 
regularly every Sunday.

ST. STEPH EN’S, COLEMAN STREET.
The ring at St. Lawrence was the oldest in London, 

and the next oldest was at St. Stephen’s, Coleman Street. 
That church is also among those destroyed. The bells 
were cast in 1693 by James Bartlet, with a tenor of 14 
cwt. The original treble, second, third, fifth and sixth 
were still in the tower, but the tenor had been recast by 
Mears in 1833 and the others by John Waylett in 1772.

In 1733 the College Youths rang the first peal in the 
steeple, one of Bob Triples, with William Laughton as 
conductor. The next peal was Bob Major by the Eastern 
Scholars, and an account of that performance was cut in 
the lead roof of the church, a unique record which has 
almost certainly now been destroyed.

(Continued on next page.)
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DESTRUCTION OF LONDON BELLS.
(Continued from previous page.)

The Eastern Scholars rang- another peal of Bob Major 
in 1747, and after that there are no known performances 
until the early years of the nineteenth century.

On April 2nd, 1827, the reconstructed St. James’ 
Society rang their first peal at St. Stephen’s, and it was 
followed by several others.

Of late years there has been very little ringing at the 
church, but two interesting performances took place 
there. One was the first peal of London Surprise Major 
in the City of London, which was rung on January 14th, 
1890, by a band from Brighton; the other was the first 
peal by the Irish Association outside Ireland. It was Bob 
Major on St. Patrick’s Day, 1905.

ST. BRIDE’S BELLS LOST.
Deeply as the loss of St. Lawrence’s and St. Stephen’s 

bells will be felt, there are many who will regret even 
more the destruction of Rudhall’s fine ring of twelve at 
St. Bride’s, which now lie smashed and destroyed at the 
base of the famous steeple. The tenor was the first to 
crash, and it now lies broken into three pieces among 
the charred remains of the old oak frame.

The roof of the church has gone, the gallery organ 
and pews are a mass of charred woodwork, and only the 
stone walls, the tower and the spire remain.

Few, if any, bells have played a greater part in the 
history of our art. On them was rung the first peal of 
Caters and the first peal of Cinques, the first peal of Bob 
Major, the first of Royal and the first of Maximus. For 
many years the belfry was a stronghold of the College 
Youths, at the time when Benjamin Annable was their 
leader, and beneath its shadow at the Barley Mow they 
held their meetings. Annable himself sleeps within the 
tower where he was laid in 1756. A full account of the 
bells and the ringing on them will be found in our issue 
of May 10th last and the following weeks.

OTHER DAMAGED CHURCHES
St. Mary Woolnoth stands at the junction of Lombard 

Street and King William Street on one of the most 
prominent building sites in the whole world. The church 
was designed by Hawkesmoor, and has a facade with 
twin towers, which contain two bells.

St. Anne and St. Agnes is a Wren church of no great 
artistic or historical value. An early ring of five was 
destroyed by fire as far back as the end of the sixteenth 
century, since when the church has never had more than 
two bells.

The two other city churches which have suffered badly 
are St. Mary’s, Aldermanbury, and St. Andrew-by-the- 
Wardrobe. Both are Wren churches.

Three bells from Avenbury Church in Herefordshire, 
which was pulled down, were hung in the steeple of St. 
Andrew’s. One of them, dating from the fifteenth cen­
tury, was credited with curious powers, for it was said 
to have tolled of its own accord on the deaths of the last 
two vicars of Avenbury.

St. Mary’s is largely associated with Henry Condall, 
one of Shakespeare’s companions, and one of the men 
who collected and published the great poet’s works. He 
was, there is reason to suppose, the ancestor of John 
Cundall, who at one time was so prominent a member of 
the Society of College Youths.

Christ Church, Newgate Street, was originally the 
church of the Grey Friars, who came to England in 1224.

(Continued in next column.)

THE FIRST PEAL IN SOUTH AFRICA.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Your mention of the peal at Woodstock, South Africa, 
is interesting to' myself, as indirectly my father was concerned in its 
success.

In the year 1882, shortly after my father commenced ringing he 
changed his lodgings, going to live at Wanstead with Mrs. Priest, 
mother of Mr. James Priest, one of the band which rang the peal at 
Woodstock. James Priest and my father were of the same age and 
became fast friends, and James m ceded little persuasion to take up 
ringing. He was an apt pupil and between the years 1882-1890, when 
he went to South Africa, rang many peals.

When my father left London for a few years to be closer to his 
home, James followed him and took part in the first peal on Mon­
mouth bells, which was my father’s first as conductor. Soon after­
wards they both returned to London.

One of my earliest recollections is coming from Wanstead to Ley- 
tonstone, where we lived, with Mr. Priest, who was my godfather, 
and my father after Sunday morning ringing. I also remember his 
visit to Crayford to say good-bye before sailing.

Mr. Priest was a Cumberland Youth and with this society he rang 
his last peal before leaving. It was at St. Mary Abbot’s, Kensington, 
and was his first peal on ten bells.

There are at least two ringers living who will remember Mr. Priest, 
Mr. Ranli, of Loughton, and Mr. Harry Brown, of Newport, late of 
Monmouth It is quite possible Mr. Fussell may also recollect him.

Shortly before 1890, two good ringers also left Wanstead for South 
Africa, Lewis Green and Arthur H. Gardom. The latter was also a 
clever conductor, and it was to the former that Mr. Priest went. T 
rather fancy Mr. Green retired and returned to England a few years 
ago, and I am almost certain that he, too, was in the Woodstock peal.

Some five years ago the late Mr. Alfred Pye spent a holiday in 
South Africa and visited Mr Priest. He gave me his address and I 
wrote to him. He replied, but, unfortunately, in moving about, I 
have lost his letter and have been unable to write since.

E. BARNETT.

THE DESTRUCTION IN LONDON.
(Continued from previous column.)

The building was destroyed in 1666 and rebuilt by Wren. 
It has a fine tower, but neither in the old church nor in 
the later one were there more than two bells.

For hours on Sunday night St. Paul’s was surrounded 
by a veritable sea of fire, but we are thankful to say that 
the noble cathedral came out of the ordeal unscathed.

Other London churches badly damaged in recent raids, 
which may now be mentioned by name, are St. John’s, 
Horsleydown, where the first peal of Stedman Caters was 
rung, St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green, where for so many 
years Matthew A. Wood was steeplekeeper, and St. 
John’s, Waterloo Road, where before the last war many 
Surprise Major peals were rung.

A MIRACULOUS ESCAPE.
Almost surrounded at o.ne time on Sunday evening by 

a blazing inferno, the famous oTd Bell Foundry, known 
to ringers for nearly five centuries, still stands amid a 
scene of desolation, and we are very glad to be able to 
say that, despite a terrifying experience, Mr. and Mrs. 
A. A. Hughes are safe. Buildings all around them went 
up in flames, burning cinders and sparks, falling like a 
snowstorm, twice set fire to the temporary roof of one 
of the workshops, and swept through the broken win­
dows of the carpenters’ shop, but always providentially 
failed to get any hold. Mr. and Mrs. Hughes and their 
son stood by, helpless. St. Mary Matfelon Church 
nearby was ablaze, the bells fell from the tower with a 
crash that sounded like a bomb and long after the 
‘ raiders past ’ signal had been given the dangerous and 
awe inspiring spectacle went on. Then, when the imme­
diate risk to their own home had passed, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hughes busied themselves with supplying refreshments 
to firemen who were working heroically to extinguish 
the fires all about them.
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ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
MEETING AT COLCHESTER.

The Year Reviewed.
The annual meeting of the North-Eastern Division of the Essex 

Association was held on December 7th at All Saints’ Parish Church, 
Colchester, 21 ringers attending from eleven towers, viz., Colghester, 
Halstead, Thorrington, Tendring, Mistley, Barking, Great Bentley, 
Braintree, Groton, Harwich and Dedham. Handbell ringing was not 
indulged in to any great extent, but members seemed content to 
exchange greetings and talk on the past and present day topics. 
However, the proceedings, which started at 2 p.m., continued until 
9 o’clock.

A service was held in the church at 4 p.m. conducted by the Vicar 
(the Rev. R. H. Jack), who gave the members a hearty welcome. He 
said they were the most enthusiastic of bellringers, otherwise they 
would not be there. He said how sorry he was for them in not being 
able to ring the bells owing to the ban. He hoped the day would 
soon come when they should be ringing the bells again, not for the 
days of peril, but for peace and great joy in all the world. ‘ Retain 
your enthusiasm,’ he went on, ‘ tor I tear that when the great day 
of victory ccmes, many of our men and the ladies as well will have 
found new attractions" and occupations; strive on and be ready to 
take your places in the belfries to call people to worship.’

The ringers then returned to the hall for tea, which was followed by 
the business meeting, with the Master, Mr. G. Waterman, in the 
chair.

SECRETARY’S REPORT.
The report of the district secretary (Mr. L. Wright) was read. It 

was with much regret that in making his first report he was not 
able to record any great achievements. That, as they knew, was not 
his fault. During the month of June, campanology for the first time 
in the history of the art had its activities banned by the Ministry of 
Home Security. Since then several attempts have been made to get 
the ban lifted, but so far with no success. The report of the district 
must not, therefore, be considered too discouraging. During the year 
one peal was rung, viz., Bob Minor in seven methods, conducted by 
Urban W. Wildney. Meetings were held at Tendring, Kirby-le-Soken, 
Ardleigh and All Saints’ , Colchester, with an average attendance of 
20. One honorary and eleven ringing members were elected. The 
towers in union with the association showed a decrease of one. 
Ardleigh was rejoining, but Wivenhoe was waiting until after the 
war before rejoining. Owing to enemy action, one of their churches 
with its little peal of five no longer existed. Tli£ honorary members 
in the division now numbered seven and ringing members 94. As 
far as was known, 14 members were now serving in H.M. Forces. If 
to these names anyone could add others he would be thankful: Noel 
Foakes and Alfred Osborne, from Mistley; Roger Cadamy, Colchester- 
Fred Orriss, Great Holland; Victor Morley, Great Tey; Wilfred 
Gusterson and Jack Edwards, Little Horkesley; Urban Wildney, 
Kirby-le-Soken; Albert Hales, Tendring; Ernest J. Durr ant, Thorpe; 
Jack-Stone, Thorington; B. Leggett and V. B. Leggett, Wormingford; 
S. Moss, Mistley. Many hours had been spent with the aid of var^ms 
tower secretaries in trying to bring the news of the district up to 
date in the report, and if by chance there were still some mistakes 
that needed rectifying, he hoped someone will bring them to his notice. 
Lastly, the secretary thanked all the members, and specially the 
tower secretaries, for giving him their support and help during a 
very trying year.

The members expressed their pleasure at this new innovation of a 
secretary’s report for the North-Eastern Division.

DISTRICT OFFICERS.
Mr. G. Waterman was re-elected to serve as District Master for the 

ensuing year, and Mr. L. Wright as district secretary.
A new item on the agenda (under Rule 1) was the election o£ two 

members to serve on the General Committee, and Mr. Alan R. Andrews 
and Mr. C. A. Ellis were elected.

It was decided to hold the next meeting at Little Clacton some 
time in March.

Mr. R. W. Stannard conveyed greetings and good wishes from the 
Master of the College Youths (Mr. E. G. Fenn), who remarked that 
it gave him much pleasure to see that they were carrying on. He 
wished the meeting every success.

The Master then proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the Vicar for 
allowing the meeting to take place in his parish and for his warm 
welcome and address; also to the organist and the blower for their 
services.—Mr. C. A. Ellis supported the motion and added a word of 
praise to the district secretary for his services and the very line report 
which he had compiled.

The Master, before closing, expressed his pleasure at the presence 
at the meeting of Miss Hilda G. Snowdon, lion, district secretary of 
the Northern Division, and Mr. L. W. Wiffen, of Braintree.

The Vicar then added further words of welcome. It gave him great 
pleasure to have the ringers at his church and parish, and hoped he 
would again be with them in happier days.

Handbells were lent by St. Peter’s ringers and Mr. W. Chalk.

THE BAN ON CHURCH BELLS.
ARCHBISHOP’S REGRET.

That the people of this country missed the sound of the church 
bells at Christmas is to be found in evidence forthcoming from every 
part of the land, but the bells were not forgotten.

In addition to the sound of the bells of Bethlehem heard over the 
wireless on Christmas Eve, the B.B.C. put mention of the bells in 
the forefront of their Christmas announcements in the 9 o ’clock news 
on Christmas morning, and expressed the widespread regret that this ' 
age old feature of the festival had for the first time for more than a 
thousand years to be lost to us.

MILITARY NECESSITY.
The Archbishop of Canterbury made an effort to 'get the ban on 

church bells lifted for Christmas Day and Sunday services, but with­
out success. The following statement was issued by the Archbishop 
a day or two before Christmas :—

The Archbishop of Canterbury has made strong representations to 
the Government urging that the time has now come when the existing 
Order forbidding any ringing of church bells except for the purpose 
of giving warning in the event of any threatened invasion by the 
enemy might be modified so as to permit the ringing of the bells on 
Christmas Day and thereafter on Sundays only immediately before the 
accustomed hours of morning and evening prayer.

The Secretary of State for War received these representations with 
full understanding and sympathy. But he has now informed the Arch­
bishop that the highest military authorities are unable to advise that 
any change in the existing Order should be made and that he feels 
bound to accept this decision. The Archbishop greatly regrets it and 
believes that it will cause much disappointment throughout the 
country.

Many church services were, however, not entirely without bells, 
for, acting on the suggestion made in ‘ The Ringing World,’ handbells 
were rung in many places immediately before the services on Christ­
mas Dav.

EXPLANATION NEEDED.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—It seems -to me that the problem of the ban on bells 
would be simplified, even if not solved, if only the authorities would 
give us their reason for the ban, and I am not aware that this has 
been done up to the present. Has it ever been asked for?

The Englishman is a reasonable person,'but it is against his nature 
to be driven blindly, and I feel that if we were given an adequate 
motive for the ban we should all willingly agree, and the matter 
would drop.

If, however, the reason given appeared to be inadequate, then it 
would be up to us ringers to suggest a better alternative, as criticism 
should be constructive as well as destructive; for example, if the 
idea is to reserve the beils solely for use as an alarm in the case of 
invasion, then this would seem a very inadequate reason, as a bugler 
going round on a bicycle or in a car would be much more effective. 
The bugle is a very powerful and penetrating apparatus; it only 
needs one man to perform on it, and he can go round about with it, 
whereas the audibility of bells in a fixed position depends on the 
direction of the wind and the distance you live away from them. 
Our air raid siren has the same defect, and the wardens’ whistles 
going round seem to be more useful.

If, on the other hand, there is some secret reason for the ban, 
which would be of value to the enemy if divulged, then we should be 
told so plainly, and argument would cease.

Could the Central Council be asked to obtain the reason and publish 
the correspondence in ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ ?

Southcliff, Ventnor, I.W.
J. BRUCE WILLIAMSON.

MISSED BELLS AT CHRISTMAS.
How much the public missed the bells at Christmas is vividly indi­

cated by the following extract from a private letter from a non- 
ringing lady at Mayfield, Sussex, to a non-ringing friend. She wrote: 

‘ Wasn’t it a nice, quiet Christmas? No bombs or planes for two 
nights. One could almost forget there was a war but for the bells 
not ringing out to greet the feast-. We did miss them. There were 
plenty of small carol singers about, but one wanted the peals of the 
villages round.’

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM
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CHRISTMAS BELLS.
WHERE HANDBELLS WERE RUNG.

At Nuneaton Parish Church, Grandsire Triples was rung on hand 
bells from the chancel steps on Christmas Day by four members of 
the Warwickshire Guild, Mr. T. Chapman, of Nuneaton, and Mr. E. 
Stone and his two sons, Percy and Fred, now of Coventry and late of 
Nuneaton.

It was greatly appreciated by the members of the congregation. 
Mr. Chapman and Fred Stone (14) are respectively the oldest and 
youngest active members of the Warwickshire Guild.

At Coalbrookdale, Salop, on Christmas Dav, before and after the
11 a.m. service, the local ringers rang handbells from the chancel 
steps, including well-struck rounds ana set changes on twelve bells, 
also several plain courses of Grandsire Triples. The ringing was very 
much enjoyed and appreciated by a large congregation, and arrange- 

■ ments will be made in future, whenever possible, to ring handbells 
before morning and evening services.

Handbells were rung before idivine service 011 Christmas Day at 
Guildford, both at the Cathedral and at S. Nicolas’ Church.

At Donington, Lincolnshire, for morning service on Christmas Day, 
courses of Grandsire Triples were rung by G. Short 1-2, P. Markham 
3-4, C. Warder 5-6, S. V. Woods 7-8.

At Tunstall, on handbells, for divine services, a quarter-peal of 
Grandsire Triples, 1,260 changes, was rung by G. H. Spice 1-2, Miss 
Betty Spice 3-4, John E. Spice 5-6, and W. Spice, sen. 7-8. Conducted 
by W. fepice and rung in the belfry, which is on the around floor of 
the church. Also touches of Grandsire Triples and plain courses of 
Stedman Triples and Grandsire Caters with the following other mem­
bers of the Tunstall band taking p a rt: Mrs. G. H. Spice, W. Spice, 
jun., and J. Webb.

A HALESWORTH COMMENT.
Touches of Grandsire Doubles and Plain Bob were rung on hand­

bells at Halesworth Parish Church before the morning service on 
Christmas Day. ‘ The Halesworth Times ’ had the following comment:

The church bells are silent. If they ring it would not be a peaceful 
summons to worship but a call to arms. They would be proclaiming 
warning of an enemy invasion.

It would not be the Sirst time in our history that church bells have 
been used as an urgent summons to men to protect their homes. 
The old prayers of the church are full of phrases reflecting days of 
danger and assault in words that have come alive again in these last 
months. Our fathers won our liberties for us at a great price of 
vigilance and sacrifice.

Whether or not we are to hear the church bells ring the tocsin 
before this war is over, let their very silence remind us of our debt 
to the past and our responsibility in the present. We must watch 
and work, for our land is in peril and with it the liberties of mankind.

If we are faithful, one day the church bells will rock the steeples 
to celebrate victory and we shall reap in joy what we have sown in 
tears.

IN L I G H T E R  V E IN .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The following is ah account of an alleged peal which 
appeared in * The Bell News ’ some 40 years ago, which some of your 
readers may remember, and which was produced, I suppose, partly 
in fun and partly in satire on those who delight in ringing peals 
with some uncommon feature, such as ‘ Johns* or ‘ Jam es’ or even 
colours of surnames. Here it is :—

BALD-HEADED PEAL.
On the 1st day of April 18—

At the Church of St. Mudstan,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5,040 CHANGES.

Holt’s Ten-Part.
*John Keteh ................. Treble
fCitron P e e l ......................... 2
Shore Ditch, Esq...............  3

*Guy Fawkes .................  4

Tenor 350th size in B sharp.
Lowes Moore .................  5
Jno. McArony .................  6
Merry Vale ......................... 7

JTitus O a tes .........................Tenor
Conducted by Jno. McArony, who marked off every lead as it was 
rung. All the above band were bald-headed. Some difficulty was 
experienced in getting a company together having this peculiarity, 
which was surmounted by those marked * having their heads shaved 
off (i.e., their hair) previous to starting for the peal, t  First peal 
inside, t First peal outside. Great credit is due to the ringers of 
the above, as the weather being very warm at the time, the flies 
were very troublesome. J. R. B.

JOHN BOWTELL, OF CAMBRIDGE.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Ringing in Cambridge during the last hundred years has 
never reached a very high standard, but there was a time when the 
town had a good twelve bell band, and ‘ on Monday, January 21st, 
1788, was rung, in the Tower of St. Mary-the-Great a true and 
exquisite peal, consisting of 6,600 changes of Bob Maximus, in 5 hours 
and 5 minutes, tenor 28 cwt., without a false change, by the under­
mentioned Cambridge Youths: J. Smith, first; W. Bland; second; 
R. Laughton, third; J. Lawson, fourth; J. Coe, fifth; T. Steers, sixth; 
T. Jones, seventh; P. Gould, eighth; C. Day, ninth; W. Young, tenth- 
J. Hazard, eleventh; J. Bowtell, tenor. Bobs by C. Day.’

It will be-153 years ago next January since this peal was rung, and 
as far as I know this length of Bob Maximus still stands as the record 
in the method. I t  may well be the longest time any peal has stood 
as a record.

John Bowtell, who rang the tenor, was a bookseller. I have before 
me a half-length portrait of him reproduced from the original which 
hangs in the board room of Addenbrook’s Hospital, Cambridge.

He was born in the parish of Holy Trinity on August 1st, 1753. On 
October 21st, 1773, he was elected a member of the Society of Cam­
bridge Youths and resigned on September 6th, 1810. Why he re­
signed at the early age of 57 I do not know. Probably an explanation 
may be found in his will, in which he left considerable sums of money 
to St. Michael’s and Holy Trinity Churches, but none to St. Mary’s, 
the headquarters of the Cambridge Youths. Something may have 
happened to displease him.

His marriage took place at St. Edward’s Church in October, 1786 
and he lived from 1791 to 1813 at the red brick Georgian house, 
32, Trinity Street. This house still remains, the ground floor now 
being used as a clothier’s shop.

Bowtell also rang the tenor at St. Mary-the-Great to 6,000 Oxford 
Treble Bob Royal on February 16th, 1790, and to 7,002 Grandsire 
Caters on October 31st, 1791. He died on December 1st, 1813, and 
was buried in the east end of St. Michael’s Church beside his wife 

Cambridge. E. E. HIBBINS.

LONG STANDING RECORDS.
In his account of John Bowtell, of Cambridge, Mr. Ernest HiEbins 

mentions the peal of Bob Maximus, 6,600 changes, rung at Great St. 
Mary’s in 1788, which, after 152 years, still remains the longest length 
:n the method, and he asks whether any other record has ever stood 
so long.

The answer is that there are some others which have stood even 
'onger, but obviously only records in more or less standard methods 
can be compared to this one. The 10,080 of Double Bob Major at 
Harrietsham (1746) has stood as the record for 194 years, and the 
8,100 of Bob Royal at Leeds in Kent (1751) for 189 years. The 12 000 
of Oxford Treble Bob Royal by the Cumberland Youths at Shoreditch 
in 1784 has stood unbeaten for 156 years. The College Youths held 
for 152 years the Grandsire Cinque? record, which they gained by 
ringing 8,008 changes at Southwark in 1735, and the Norwich Scholars 
held tli 3 Grandsire Caters record with 12,600 changes from 1737 till 
1888, 151 years. Oiie of these two latter equals the Cambridge record 
the “  ther is one year less. The Cumberlands have held the record 
for Oxford Treble Bob Maximus since 1802, 138 years.

B E L L S  OF V I C T O R Y .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In olden times we rang the bells when the news came 
of great victories like Blenheim and Trafalgar and Waterloo, and it 
is natural for men to ask why we should be forbidden to ring for 
the good news from Egypt. But the cases are not alike.

The old victories were the culmination of the campaigns. They 
were fought within very narrow fields and between sunrise and sunset 
and the results were decisive.

The most striking successes in modern warfare are usually only the 
preliminaries to operations which extend over scores and perhaps 
hundreds of miles and may take weeks and even months. They are 
not victories, though they may lead on to victories. Too often they 
lead to disappointment and disillusionment. We remember the first 
day of the Somme, that loudly proclaimed victory with its thousands 
of prisoners and hundreds of captured guns. We know now that it 
was no victory and but a qualified success.

Once only during the last war did we ring our bells. That was 
for Cambrai in 1917, a resounding success followed within a week or 
so with a disastrous setback. There is only one victory for which 
we need really ring our bells and that is the last one. Meanwhile 
we must hope and work and endure. SPES

TOWER CLOCKS j. b. JOYCE &  CO. LTD.
W eight D riven  o r  E le ctr ic , b y  the 
W O R L D ’S O L D E S T  M A K E R S  
E S T A B L IS H E D  O V E R  3 0 0  Y E A R S  
Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

WHITCHURCH, SALOP.
We have experts visiting all parts of the British Iiles, and shall be pleased 
to carry out restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tover Clock
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NOTICES.
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under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1 / 6 .

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d it o r ia i 
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‘ The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

ST. M ARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF 
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755). —  Annual meeting 
will be held at the Tamworth Arms, Moor Street, Birm­
ingham, on Saturday, Jan. 4th, 1941, at 4 p.m. prompt; 
followed by tea. Handbell practice and social evening to 
follow.— T. H. Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136, Newton Road, 
Sparkhill, Birmingham 11.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. —  Burton 
District.— Annual meeting at Ashby Parish Church on 
Saturday, Jan. 4th, 1941. Handbells available at 3 p.m., 
followed by business meeting at 4 p.m. in Vestry. It is 
hoped to arrange tea afterwards. Please make an effort 
to attend.— J. W . Cotton, Overseal, Burton-on-Trent.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Western District.—  
The annual district meeting will be held at Wanstead 
on January 4th, in the Schoolroom, at 3 o’clock. Hand­
bells will be available. Outstanding subscriptions will be 
gratefully received at this meeting.— J. H. Crampion, 
Hon. Sec., 7, Cedar Avenue, Chadwell Heath.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Lough­
borough District.— The annual meeting will be held at 
Hugglescote on Saturday, January 4th. Handbells in 
Schoolroom (near church) from 2.30. Meeting and con­
vivial at Castle Inn 6 p.m. Business to include election 
of district officers for 1941, etc. Owing to catering diffi­
culties, tea cannot be arranged, but it is hoped to obtain 
light refreshments afterwards. Will all towers please see 
that they are represented at this meeting. Other ringers 
cordially invited.— A. E. Rowley, Hon. Sec.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
Next meeting will be held at the Coffee Pot, Warwick 
Lane, E .C ., on Saturday, January 4th, 194 1 , at 3 p.m. 
Handbell ringing afterwards.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., 
Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

ST. M AR Y’S CATHEDRAL (GLASGOW) 
SOCIETY.— The annual meeting will be held in the 
Synod Hall, Holyrood, Quadrant, W .3 , on Saturday, 
January 1 1 th, at 3 p.m. Tea 4 p.m., followed by tower 
bells (10). All ringers welcome. W e  extend the com­
pliments of the season to all.— E. Stafford, Hon. Sec.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Pudsey on Saturday, January 
11th. Handbells in the Park Hotel from 2.30 p.m., other 
arrangements as usual. A good attendance is desired.—
H. Lofthouse, 8, Wortley Road, Leeds, 12.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— A 
meeting will be held at Newcastle-under-Lyme, on Satur­
day, Jan. 11th. Tower open at 3 p.m. Bells (6) without 
clappers and handbells available. W ill those requiring 
tea kindly notify me before Wednesday. Fourth annual 
dinner February 22nd.— Andrew Thompson, 63, White- 
house Road, Cross Heath, Newcastle, Staffs.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— General 
quarterly meeting at Derby on Saturday, January 11th. 
Committee meet. 3 p.m. General meeting 4 p.m., in 
St. Peter’s Parish Hall (adjoining church). Tea at 
nearby cafe. Handbells will be available, and it is hoped 
a good muster of members and friends will attend.—  
Ernest Morris, Gen. Hon. Sec., 24, Coventry Street, 
Leicester.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— The annual meeting, 
which was not held on December 14th, has been re­
arranged for Saturday, January 11th, at'the Haymarket 
Hotel (opposite St. James’ Church in the Horsefair). 
Handbells from 2.45 p.m. Tea and meeting to follow. 
The meeting will be over by 5 o ’clock for those who wish 
to get away.— A. M. Tyler, Hon. Sec.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The an­
nual meeting will be held at Barnsley on Saturday, 
January 11th. Handbell contest at Rectory Rooms at
3.30 p.m., followed by the general meeting. Tea at 
Royal Hotel at 5.30 p.m., followed by social evening and 
handbell ringing. . Those requiring teas must notify me 
not later than January 10th. All are welcome.— D. 
Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, Chapel Street, Shafton, near 
Barnsley.

HERTS ASSOCIATION.— Watford District.— Meet­
ing at Guides’ Studio, Falconer Road, Bushey, Saturday, 
January 18th. Open from 2.30. Handbell practice and 
social chats. Tea arranged. All who are interested in 
ringing are welcome.— C. H. Horton, 53, Aldenham 
Road, Bushey (City 4270).

H A N D E L L S  W A N T E D .
W A N T E D .— Set of 12 HANDBELLS by Shaw in B 

flat, with extra semitone if possible.— Box 33, ‘ The 
Ringing World. ’

G R E E T IN G S .
To all my friends.— Many thanks for Christmas good 

wishes. Best of luck to you all for 1941.— Fred Price, 
273, Albert Road, Aston Manor, Birmingham, 6 .

JiZrs ' COLLEGE YO U TH S’
A  H istory of the Society

5/6 (post free) from

‘ THE RINGING WORLD' rrey. ROflD

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOW ER CLO CK MANUFACTURERS.

E S TIM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FOR N EW  C LO CK S, C H IM E  A D D ITIO N S , REPAIRS 
OR R EP A IN TIN G  O F DIALS.
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  FR EE*  

f r o m  th e
R e v. E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

I. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble

Dominated Methods) .............................................................. 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section H. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford Bob) ... * ...................................................  ... 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section HI. (Double Norwich) ... 9 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B............................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ... ... ... ... ... .................. ... ..........  ... ... ^
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triple* ..........  3

Cambridge Surprise Major .................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major .................  ... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................  1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ........................................................................................ . 2 O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

' ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

* GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd. • second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof ana composition.

1 TREBLE BOB,* Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
* SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
M I b s  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s to n , L a n c s

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRAND SIRE DO U BLES AND TR IP LE S, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6$d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey. 

‘  BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above. 

‘ CAM BRIDGE MINOR AND M AJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 /9  
(6 copies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /-).
O b tain able  on ly  p oet fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. 8 . POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n ' V ioarage , near D aventry.

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES*
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON 8TRETCHJNC
Eat. 1 8 2 0  ■ . —  Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd .
LO UG HBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p ric es  in cre a se , 
p re -w a r  q u ality , and send us yo u r old  Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst n o t in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IK K STM D  K ,  in Solid Silver

D ia m e te r 2$in 2lin, 3im . 3 iin , 4in . 4jin . Bin. 5Hn. 
Prioe 1 8 /8  2 2 /8  2 8 /8  3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /8  8 7 /8  7 8  8

T h e  6in. s ize is  also m ade to  h o ld  50 c ig a re tte s .

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E . R U S S E L L  and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SM ITH  o f  DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

John S m ith  & S on s, M idland C look W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 S S 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publiahmg Co., Ltd., Bream. 
Building!, London, 1.0.4.
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CROYDON

Founders of the 
H E A V I E S T  B E L L S  

Cast in England 
and the recast BOW BELLS

Just Completed—

ST. M A R G A R ET’S, W ESTM IN STER

A.R.P. H A N D B ELLS  
W ARNING and FIRE BELLS

for W orks, Schools, Institutions

E L E C TR IC  M ECH AN ISM
For a Tow er ISell 

as AIR RAID W ARN IN G

Tel. Thornton Heath 3221

THE PROTECTION OF TOWERS.
The recent destructive fires which have occurred, as the 

result of enemy action, in London and other cities, bring­
ing' about the loss of churches among other valuable 
buildings, have led to an overhaul of the methods to com­
bat the menace which the dropping of incendiary bombs 
creates. New measures are to be taken, and we hope 
that they will include provision for the watching of 
churches as well as other structures. Had this practice 
been insisted upon in the past it is likely that we should 
have had to regret the loss of fewer churches than we do 
to-day. It has been proved that, when promptly at­
tacked, fire bombs can often be extinguished before real 
destruction of property takes place, and it is as essential 
to preserve our churches as it is buildings of other types. 
The damage which has occurred among churches has 
shown that, so far as the structure is concerned, the 
tower has best withstood the fire, but, unfortunately, the 
contents, including the bells, have in most cases been 
destroyed. This is not surprising, because, once the 
blaze, sweeping through the church itself, reaches the 
tower, the latter tends to act as a shaft, and the fire roars 
up it as through a chimney flue. How far this can be 
guarded against must depend upon the circumstances of 
each building and the practicable steps that are open to 
those responsible.

Mr. E. A. Young, a member of the Towers and Bel­
fries Committee of the Central Council, and himself an 
architect with a vast experience of fire protection in Lon­
don buildings, writes in this issue on the subject and 
makes suggestions which ringers might well bring to the 
notice of their Church Councils. There may be many in­
stances where it will be impossible to take any effective 
steps, on the ground of lack of the essential materials 
or labour, or for other reasons, but there will be other 
cases where protection may well be possible. No build­
ing wherever situated is now safe from enemy action, 
although, of course, some places are more liable to attack 
than others, but the more vulnerable the position the more 
important it is that steps should be taken for the safety 
of the towers and their contents. It is sometimes over­
looked that the bells are among the most valuable and 
often the most historic possessions in the church, and 
where it is possible to protect them by blocking up with 
fire-resisting material any openings leading from the 
church into the tower, such action ought assuredly to be 
taken. Where the tower opens into the church with an 
arch or even a. doorway, the problem is, of course, a much 
more difficult one, but the protection of the underside of 
the first floor should receive consideration. There may 

(Continued on page 14.)
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WM. POTTS a  SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most Important Clocks 

In the World.
CLOCKS R EPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

‘THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.
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ti& l W ith name of your Association engraved
— as Illustration, 
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ImM Names or Presentation Inscriptions can
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GEO. S T A C E Y r a s s k "
Exacf size 6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 

‘ METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from * The Ringing World ’ Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

E S T A B L I S H E D  1 7 8 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

M a k er to  St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tu te , Canterbury, Edinburgh. St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
b o ro u g h , Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

be many places where this matter has never even been 
given thought, and ringers may be doing a great service 
by calling attention to risks which might be averted.

Next to protecting the interior of the tower itself is the 
safeguarding of the contents. The general removal of 
bells would be a prodigious task which, we imagine, is 
out of the question, and at this stage even the removal 
of historic bells appears almost an impossibility. Bells, 
therefore, seem destined to be left to their fate unless they 
can be safeguarded where they hang. There are, how­
ever, minor possessions which might well be removed, and 
we particularly refer to peal boards and any interesting 
books which may be in the towers. Some historic boards 
have been lost in the last week or two, including the re­
cord of the first peal ever rung by the College Youths, 
which was also the first peal on twelve bells. This has 
been destroyed at St. Bride’s, in London. The question, 
of course, at once arises as to whether it is safer to leave 
such things in a church or take them away, but if they 
can be taken to fireproof protection we feel that recent 
experience points to removal with, of course, the official 
approval of responsible church authorities. Merely to 
take them from the tower to a private house, when one 
is as likely to be bombed as the other, would be of no 
advantage; if anything is done it should be to store 
these treasures in places of increased safety. An example 
of this may be seen in the wise action taken by the Col­
lege Youths when they placed their most valuable pro­
perty in the strong room at St. Paul’s'Cathedral. The 
chances of losing it in its customary keeping were at one 
time not very great; but fire fell upon the headquarters 
premises of the society on Sunday week and, but for the 
foresight exercised, many valuable and irreplaceable re­
cords might have been lost. It may be that in some 
places it will be felt that the church tower is still the 
safest spot in which to keep these old boards. That is 
a matter which the ringers, in conjunction with the church 
authorities, must decide, but whatever is or is not done, 
where there are boards of any interest and value they 
should be carefully copied, so that at any rate future 
generations may have precise details of what these ancient 
records had to tell us.

DEATH OF MR. WILLIAM BOLTON.
FORMER MASTER OF LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH 

ASSOCIATION.
The death took place on Sunday, December 29th, of Mr. William 

Bolton, of Cardiff. He had been ill for a long time and had taken no 
actual part in ringing for the last few years. Previous to his going 
to South Wales Mr. Bolton was a ringer at Bradford, Yorkshire. He 
joined the Llandaff and Monmouth Diocesan Association on July 2nd, 
1910. at Bridgend, prior to the ringing of a peal of Grandsire Triples. 
He soon became a useful and helpful member and did his Sunday 
service ringing at Cardiff and Llandaff Cathedral. In 1918 Mr. Bolton 
was elected Master. In 1925 he was one of the representatives of 
the association on the Central Council, which he attended at Chester. 
On this occasion he rang a peal o f Stedman Triples, conducted by 
Mr. Harold J. Poole. He rang many peals in the four standard 
methods from Triples to Royal and was always to be found on the 
heavy end.

His profession as a clerk of works for several years took him to 
many parts of the country, where he made many friends.

The funeral took place on Friday, January 3rd," at Marshfield, near 
Cardiff, two of his oldest peal ringing colleagues being present, namely, 
Mr. G. Large and Mr. J. W. Jones (hon. secretary of the association). 
A contingent of the 5th Battalion South Wales Borderers stationed 
at Marshfield also attended. He was buried close to the tower where 
he had rung several peals.

HIGHWEEK, DEVON.—At Perry Farm on handbells on December 
15th, 120 each of _ London Doubles, Morning Star, Hudebras, College 
Doubles and April Day. Also 180 Bob Minor. On December 22nd, 
360 Bob Minor: J. E. Lilley 1-2, C. R. Lilley (conductor) 3-4, E. W. 
Beckworth 5-6.
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HANDBELL PEALS.
LONDON.

THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 
DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Sunday, December 22, 1940. in I wo Hours and 7 hirty-Threc Minutes, 
A i 21 S tonar Road, Pai m sis Gbkbn, N .13,

A PEAL O F  U R A N D 8 IR E  T R IP L E S ,  6040 C H A N G ES ; 
G r o v e s ’ T r a n s p o s it io n  o f  P a r k b r ’ s T w e l v e - p a r t .

■John  C. N a s h  .......................  1-2 I I sa a c  J A t t w a t e r  .............. 5-6
John T h o m a s .................... . 3-4 | W a l t e r  J. B o w d e n  .............. 7-8

Conducted b y  Jo h n  T h o m a s .
* First peal o f Triples. W. J. Bowden’s 100th peal.

STONEY STANTON, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

(H in c k le y  D is t r ic t .)
On Saturday, December 28, 1940, in One Hour and Fifty-Eight Minutes, 

A t B rooklyn  C otta g e , H inck ley  Road.
A PEAL OF D O U B L E S , 5040 CH A N G ES ;

Consisting of 1,440 Canterbury, 2,160 Plain Bob and 1,440 Grandsire. 
Tenor size 15 in C.

A l f r e d  Jo rdon  .......................  1-2 | A l f r e d  B a l l a r d .......................  3-4
W a l t e r  J. C l o c g h  .............  5-6

Conducted b y  A . B a l l a r d .
Rung on the occasion of the wedding of Mr. J. H. Bailess, of Croft, 

and Miss I. Jervis, of Stoney Stanton. The bridegroom is a very 
active member o f the Hinckley District of the M.C.A.

LONDON.
THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 

DIOCESAN GUILD. 
On Sunday, December 29, 1940, in Two Hours and Thirty-Two Minutes, 

A t  21, S t o n a r d  R o a d , P a l m r r s  G r e e n , N .13.
A PEAL O F  G R A N D S IR E T R IP L E S ,  6040 C H A N G E S ; 

G r o v b s ' T r a n s p o s it io n  o f  P a r k e r ' s T w e l v b - p a r t .
M rs . J, T h om as  . . .  .............  1-2 I I s a a c  J. A t t w a t e r  . . .  5-6
John T h o m a s . . .  .............  3-4 | W a l t e r  J. B o w d e n  .............. 7-8

Conducted b y  Joh n  T h o m a s .

HIGHWEEK, DEVON.
THE GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS AND 

THE INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODDFELLOWS, 
MANCHESTER UNITY.

On Tuesday, December 31, 1940, in Two Hours and Fourteen Mmutis,
A t  P e r r y  F a r m ,

A PEAL O F D O U B L E S , 6040 C H A N G E S ;
Being one six-score each of Morning Star and London Doubles and

40 of Grandsire (10 callings).
Ja m b s  E. L il l e y , Earl of Mount Edgcombe Lodge ................ 1-2
C h a r l e s  R. L il l e y , P.G .M . Hearts o f Oak Lodge ................ 3-4

•Br ia n  P jd g b o n , Sir Walter Raleigh Lodge ............................ j -6 
Conducted b y  C h a r l b s  R. L il l k y , P.G.M.

Umpire—Herbert Till.
* First handbell peal, also first in three methods. Also first Odd­

fellows’ handbell peal.

BRAINTREE, $SSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION. 

On Saturday, January 4, 1941, in Two Hours and Twenty Minutes, 
A t 19, H ow ard Road,

A PEAL O F BOB MAJOR, 5640 C H A N G E S )
Tenor sixe 15 in C.

B a s il  R e d g w e l l .......................  1-2 I L e w is  W .  W if f e n  .............. 5 -6
C h r is . W . W o o l l e y .............  3-4 | A l b e r t  W i f f e n .......................  7-8
Composed b y  C o r n e l iu s  C h a r g e . Conducted b y  C. W . W o o l l e y

BELL. ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL. 
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXONi ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM

SAMUEL THURSTON.
APPRECIATION OF FAMOUS N O RW ICH  RINGER.

B y  C h a r l e s  E. B o r r e t t .
Oue hundred years ago yesterday died Samuel Thurston, a famous 

Norwich ringer, whose name crops up even in these days of ‘ The 
Ringing World.’

Ringing in his time was in a more leisurely way than now, but 
although his score of peals amounted to only 36 and his peal ringing 
career (1809 to 1839) barely 30 years, he crowded in some meritorious 
performances.

These are well known—the first peals of Court Bob Twelve, Double 
Oxford Major and London Surprise, the second of Superlative and 
various lengths of Double Norwich and Treble Bob Major and others.

But his individuality concerns me more, as it is so great a contrast 
to that of John Chamberlin, who flourished 40 years earlier, and of 
whom I have recently written. The latter was clearly a man of 
lovable character, but Samuel Thurston must have been an ‘ awkward ’ 
man in any ringing band. We know that frequently ‘ star ’ per­
formers, in any line, can be very trying, and I fear Thurston’s 
brother ringers were well aware of the fact. While no steeple- 
boards proclaim the deeds of Chamberlin, Thurston evidently saw to 
it that most of his peals, even down to Holt’s Ten-Part, snould be 
perpetuated in the belfry, and always in the extravagant language 
of the times in which he lived.

He rang 17 peals in Norwich churches and 15 of them are so 
recorded, and in the county of Norfolk the same thing occurs. He 
was a great man for publicity and took pains that no bushel was 
big enough to hide his light. Even tapping three courses of Bob 
Major on handbells was described in most of the Norwich papers as 
‘ most nobly brought round in 14 minutes, being the greatest per­
formance in the art in the British Dominions.'

He had two presentations made him—one for the peal of Court 
Twelve, and the other for a quarter-peal of Stedman Triples double- 
handed, rung in 1822, and, I tnink, the first on record. I have never 
understood the delay in making the first of these presentations ‘ for 
his eminent services in composing the peal of 5,016 of Norwich Court 
Twelve in, and ringing the tenor in a superior style.’ The peal was 
rung in 1817 and the presentation was made in 1825, by which time 
the conductor of the peal and two others in the band were dead. 
Sometimes presentations are' organised by the recipient, and this 
may well have been an instance.

The two following announcements in the newspapers of the day 
are typical of the man, and make amusing reading :—

‘ Bell-hanging. April 16th, 1825.—A short time since the tenor of 
St. Peter's Mancroft was rehung and repaired by Mr. Samuel Thurston 
of this city. Formerly the strength of three men were necessary tt. 
raise the bell, from its great weight, but by Mr. Thurston’s altera­
tion it is now raised with great ease by one man with a single hand.’

April 23rd, 1825.—Mr. Hurry lias called upon us and requested us 
to state that the paragraph concerning St. Peter’s tenor bell was 
totally incorrect, Mr. Hurry having repaired the bell four years ago, 
since which period it has never been altered by any other person.’

I like the idea of raising Mancroft tenor ‘ with "Teat ease with a 
single hand.’ And—recent writers please note—in plain bearings too!

No. Thurston would have publicity, and I  think his celebrated 
‘ challenge,’ which appeared in your issue of September 20th last, was 
simply for that purpose. It was all too silly and bombastic to be 
taken seriously. The stars of Hollywood were not first in the field in 
this line o f business.

The registers of the Church of St. Martin at Oak, Norwich, show 
that Thurston’s mother was Frances Thurston and unmarried, and it 
is evident her son was a boastful and arrogant type of man, and not 
at all an easy bed-fellow in a band of ringers.

He must have -been 111 and out of the company at Mancroft more 
than once, for it is significant, that in 30 years he rang only two 
peals there, the Court Twelve and Oxford Royal, which latter he 
conducted. Except for the years from 1830 to 1835, he did not appear 
to command the help of the same men for long at a time, and in 
short appears to have been the exact opposite of John Chamberlin in 
every way.

He died very suddeulv land was buried near the belfry door at 
Mancroft. His obituary notice is all in keeping with the man:—

‘ 1841. O11 Saturday, January 9th, died suddenly in the 52nd year 
of his age. Mr. Samuel Thurston, who was for more than 30 years 
one of St. Peter Mancroft ringers. As a practical ringer and theorist 
combined, the Art has lost one of its brightest ornaments, but though 
dead, .the tablets erected in different parishes throughout the City and 
Countv will yet live to record his fame as a ringer, and those who 
best knew him can testify that the best ringers our City can boast 
of are indebted to this great artist in the profession for the know­
ledge they possess in the Art of Ringing, Norwich being able to 
compete with any other band of ringers.

I am glad Thurston’s ‘ publicity agent ’ was spared to write this 
eulogy!
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RESURGAM.
THE RUINED CITY CHURCHES.

Two and a half centuries ago a little group of men 
were standing in an open space on the summit of the hill 
that marks the centre of the city of London. An open 
space then, but ground which for untold centuries had 
been dedicated to the service of religion, and where a 
few short years before had stood one of the largest and 
most magnificent churches in the world. Now it was all 
gone, and only heaps of broken stones here and there 
were left, while all around, far and wide, were the signs 
of the most famous fire that had ever devastated a great 
city. Hundreds of houses, scores of churches, and all 
the public buildings, had been ruinated.

The leatler of the party was Christopher Wren, and the great 
architect was givinginstructions for the beginning of a new Cathedral. 
He wanted to mark a spot, and called for a piece o f stone. When 
the workmen brought it to him, it proved to be a broken part of a 
memorial, and on it was carved the word Resurgam—I shall rise 
again. It was an omen, a promise of hope, and a prophecy which 
was abundantly fulfilled; for on that open space not many years later 
stood the glorious Church of St. Paul we know so well to-day.

I could not help thinking of this scene when just now I walked 
up the same hill from Ludgate amid scenes which have not been 
paralleled in London since 1666.

But between then and now, while in both cases the damage was 
immense, there is this difference : then the fire swept in one steady 
stream right across the City, destroying everything that lay in its 
path, now the destruction is in patches, and one continually passes 
from a burnt out area, through streets which appear to be untouched, 
and then into another burnt area. So it happens fortunately that 
heavy and grievous as has been the loss of famous churches, there 
are many more that stand unharmed.

This is especially the case with the great Cathedral. How St. Paul’s 
escaped is a marvel. All around, even within a few feet, are great 
buildings entirely gutted. Those who watched the fires from a 
distance or who saw the red glow in the sky can imagine something 
of what that Sunday night was like, but to those who had to be on 
the spot it must have been awesome.

The object of my visit was to see, if possible, what had happened 
to the steeples and bells which are so famous in the story of the 
Exercise. St. Andrew’s, Holborn, and St. Sepulchre’s hard by, are 
untouched, though the Central Criminal Court is said to have been 
damaged. In the distance St. Bride’s steeple seems to stand up as it 
always has done, though the white stone appears to be smoke 
blackened. Or is it fancy? A nearer view shows gaping holes where 
the belfry louvrfes were, and we know, alas, that the fine ring of bells 
is destroyed with all that was in the church.

Of St. Lawrence Je^ry nothing is left but the bare, walls of 
churcli and tower. All the fittings, all the woodwork, are utterly 
destroyed, and not even a trace of the bells can be seen amid the 
ruins. Yet, strange to say, the stark walls struck me with a sense 
of nobility and an admiration for the genius of the architect which 
I never felt when I saw the unburnt church.

The bells of St. Stephen’s, Coleman Street, are gone, and so, I fear, 
are those of St. Vedast’s. That steeple stands as it ever did, but anv 
close inspection is impossible.

St. Michael’ s, Cornhill, is untouched, and St. Mary Woolnoth, which 
was one of those reported to be burnt, does not appear to have 
suffered much damage. Nor does St. Magnus’ , though there are signs 
of earlier raids. The graceful spire of St. Dunstan’s-in-the-East still 
stands above the narrow and dirty lanes of Billingsgate, though masses 
of broken masonry block the streets that lead to it. A little further 
on another famous church and a ring of eight bells at All Hallows’ 
Barking, have been destroyed. This was a pre-Reformation building 
which escaped the great fire of 1666 with nothing worse than a burnt 
clock face St. Olave’s, Hart Street, another pre-Reformation church 
with eight bells, is safe.

St. Botolph s, Aldgate, stands, as of old, sentinel to the eastern 
approaches of the City, and as one looks down the Whitechapel Road 
the lofty spire o f St. Mary’s appears the same as ever. But as we 
draw nearer we can see that all that is left is the brick walls of 
the church and steeple The famous old bell foundry had a miraculous 
escape. It is hemmed in by buildings and these on three sides were 
destroyed. Even the roof caught alight and there was no means to 
put the fire out. Fortunately it burnt out without doing much 
damage

The whole area between St. Paul’s and Newgate Street has been 
gutted, and here stood The Coffee Pot, where for so many years the 
Society of College Youths have held their meetings. Here they kept 
their property, which is o f no small value, not only to the society, 
but to the Exercise at large. I t  was contained in two fireproof safes’ 
one other safe, three boxes of handbells, and a box of books. At

present all lie buried in a mass of ruins, and it is impossible even 
to get near the place. We may trust that the two safes will be 
salved, but there is little hope for the others. Very fortunately the 
irreplaceable peal and name books, the silver bell and other trophies, 
and the engraved plate by Bartolozzi, were removed to a place of 
safety some time ago.

Loudon will be built up again. Some at least of the churches will 
be restored, St. Bride’s <uid St. Lawrence certainly, we hope. Once

■

t

WREN’S STEEPLE AT ST. BRIDE'S.

again a peal of bells will ring out from St. Lawrence’s steeple, but 
St. Bride’s bells had already fulfilled their mission and were of very 
little use where they hung. We cannot expect, nor should we par­
ticularly wish, that they will be replaced. If all the other ruined 
churches are not rebuilt in their old positions, there are many places 
in new districts where new churches, built by money provided by the 
sale of their sites and bearing their names, will still carry on the 
work they have performed for a thousand years. For them and for 
London as a whole the promise given to old St. Paul’s still stands, 
Resurgam. j .  A. T.

Since the above was written, the churchwarden of St. Lawrence 
Jewry, in a broadcast speech, has promised that the metal from the 
bells will .be recast into a new peal at the foundrv whence they 
originally came.
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DEATH OF DEAN OF HOBART.
INSTALLED BELLS IN ST. DAVID’S CATHEDRAL.

The death took place at Hobart, Tasmania, on November 1st, of the 
Very Rev. A. R. Rivers, Dean of Hobart since 1920. Dean Rivers, 
who was born at Teignmouth, Devon, went to Australia in 1884 as 
precentor and choirmaster of St. Andrew’s (Cathedral, Sydney, and 
later became Archdeacon of Wide Bay and Burnett in Queensland, and 
afterwards of Toowoomba.

Since his appointment as Dean of Hobart, St. David’s Cathedral 
has been his life’s work. When the English ringers visited Tasmania 
in 1934 he was about to begin the erection of the tower and the pro­
vision of bells. The Dean’s desire was for a carillon, but as a result 
of the contact with the English ringers it was decided to have eight 
of the bells hung for ringing.

The Dean was a brilliant scholar, accomplished musician alnd 
painter, and a cultured linguist. He studied at St. John’s College, 
Oxford, and proceeded to M.A. in 1884. He was ordained deacon 
in 1882 and priest in 1883 in Gloucester Cathedral. He had composed 
many beautiful carols and hymns and was the author of many books, 
including ‘ A History of the Church of England.’

FOR THE BENEFIT OF SECRETARIES
MOONLIGHT NIGHTS IN 1941.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I append a lunar calendar for the benefit of secretaries 

and others arranging ringers’ meetings and handbell practices which 
may be found useful if you will kindly publish it, as you did last 
January.

Moonlight nights are from the period between the end of the first 
quarter to the beginning of the last quarter of the moon. These 
periods for 1941, with date of full moon, are as follow :—

Moonlight Full Moon Moonlight Full Moon
Jan. 5 to 20 .............  Jan. 13 July 2 to 16 .............. July 8
Feb. 4 to 12 .............  Feb. 12 July 31 to Aug. 15 ... Aug. 7
Mar. 6 to 20 .............. Mar. 13 Aug. 29 to Sept. 13 ... Sept. 5
April 5 to 18 .............. April 11 Sept. 27 to Oct. 13 ... Oct. 5
May 4 to 18 .............  May 11 Oct. 27 to Nov. 12 ... Nov. 4
June 4 to 16 .............  June 9 Nov. 25 to Dec. 11 ... Dec. 3

Wishing you all prosperity, an early peace and a restoration of our
tower activities. C. L. ROUTLEDGE.

62, Jesmond Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 2.

SEAGE'S APPARATUS.
To the Editor.

Sir,—In reply to Mr. Sargent’s inquiry as to apparatus for dumb 
practice, we have one fixed to eight bells at Devizes, Wiltshire. It 
was put in about 45 years ago, made by Messrs. Seage, o f Exeter, 
and, as nearly as I can remember, the cost was about £2 a bell 
complete without fixing.

It is a good jo b ; nothing to get out of order after fixed. I f  any 
ringer would like more details aoout it I would be pleased to give it.

When the apparatus was first erected it was on a wood frame, but 
when our bells were rehung it was fitted to the iron frame by Messrs. 
Taylor and Co.

About 35 years ago I fitted the same apparatus to the bells at St. 
Mary’s, Abergavenny, Mon.

I don’t know whether the firm that made it still exists or not.
S. HILLIER.

26, Southbroom, Devizes, Wilts.

INSTALLATION AT CAMBRIDGE.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In reply to Mr. Leslie Evans’ enquiry re apparatus for 
tower bells, I  presume he refers to Seage’s apparatus, such as is in­
stalled at Great St. Mary’s, Cambridge, and St. Mary’s, Ely.

If Mr. Evans is anticipating installation of such an apparatus and 
cares to communicate with me, I could furnish him with necessary 
illustrations which it would be difficult for the Press to show.

HAROLD J. HAZELL.
15, King’ s Hill Avenue, St. Albans.

RINGING IN OLDEN TIMES.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. Trollope is very good at getting past history for us 
bellringers. He is very interesting to read. At a sale recently I 
bought some old books, and among them is one of 1838, which records 
a passage of bells being rung in Oxford for King Henry II. about 
1149. This, I presume, would be his accession to the throne. Perhaps 
someone can get the dates in Oxford. Later mention is made of 
London bells being rung to notify of an invasion. Perhaps Mr. 
Trollope can help here. Best wishes to you and all.

FRANK WARRINGTON.
Swavesey, Cambs.
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MEARS & 
STAINBANK,

F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12th year 
of reign of 
Elizabeth).

IBellfounders & 
38 ell hanger s,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

Telephone B is h o p s g a te  8 8 4 9

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
4 8  o w t. O qp. 5  lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for 

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

HANDBELLS
in sets of any number.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
Broadcasting on Monday evening upon the capture of Bardia, the 

Minister of Information (Mr. Duff Cooper) said it was a victory of 
the first order, and added, ‘ If it were not for the good reason against 
it, of which you know, we might well be ringing our church bells.’

The Duke of Kent visited Fleet Street on Monday, and, referring 
to the result of a recent raid, said he very much regretted the damage 
done to St. Bride’s, ‘ the Cathedral of Fleet Street.’

Next Wednesday, Mr. and Mrs. Frank I. Hairs will celebrate their 
silver wedding. Congratulations of their many ringing friends will be 
extended to them.

A handbell practice is held each week at Mr. and Mrs. Hairs’ home, 
Restormel, Janes Lane, Burgess Hill, Sussex. If any ringers who 
may be stationed in the neighbourhood will communicate with Mr. 
Hairs, he will be pleased to welcome them at the practice.

The loss by fire of the carillon at Cattistock, which we announced 
last September, was not due to enemy action.

Alfred W. Grimes died on January 5th, 1917. In his time he was 
one of the best known and most active of ringers, and his record of 
250 peals rung in two years has never been equalled. Among his 
performances were the 15,264- Bristol Surprise Major at Hornchurch, 
the first peal of Waterloo Major, and the first peal of Brighton Sur­
prise Major.

On the same date in 1912, Tom Reynolds, of Birmingham, died.
The St. Martin’s Youths of Birmingham rang in that city on 

January 7th, 1817, the first and only peal of Oxford Treble Bob Caters. 
It was composed and conducted by Thomas Thurstans.

Henry Johnson, who holds an honoured place in the history of the 
Exercise both as a ringer and a composer, died at Aston on January 
7th, 1809.

To-day is the 224-th anniversary of the first peal on the famous bells 
of St. Bride’s, Fleet Street, which perished in the recent great fire 
raid. The method was Grandsire Caters, and it was rung by the 
London Scholars.

Fifty years a^o to-day five peals were rung, 
two were Grandsire Triples, and two were Kent Treble Bob Major.

were rung. One was Bob Triples,

A very fine heavy bell feat was performed on January 11th, 1911, 
when Mr. Henry R. Newton turned the old tenor at St. Mary-le-Bow 
in to 5,088 changes of London Surprise Major. No other bell of equal 
weight has ever been rung single handed to a peal of Major.

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

GOOD REASON FOR BAN.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I regret no less than other of your correspondents the 
ban on the use o f church bells and the loss which it means to us. T 
happen to know, on excellent authority, however, that there is a 
very good reason for the complete silence of the bells at the present 
time. J. H. B. HESSE.

Olivers', Haslemere.

RINGING NOT AN ACT OF WORSHIP.
To the Editor.

Sir,—The dictionary definition of worship is ‘ The act of paying 
divine  ̂honours to the Supreme Being,’ ana for Mr. Elphick to say 
that ' we are all agreed that ringing of church bells is an act of 
worship * is pure imagination. Why not include the organ blower, 
the church cleaner ana others? If the ‘ State has forbidden ringers 
to worship God in the way that they feel best able ’ (i.e., ringing), 
I suggest it is a poor compliment to the spiritual lives of ringers. 
But it is not so, for there is no worship in ringing, it is simply a 
cheerful and fascinating recreative hobby, to many, and to others, a 
duty as a church worker. To state that by ‘ one stroke of the pen * 
the State has destroyed our * most precious freedom of worship * is 
rubbish. It has stopped ringing, certainly, and that is all, for no 
power on earth, not even the devil liimselfj can take away the blood- 
bought freedom that Jesus Christ has bestowed upon ilis Church. 
Ringers and churchpeople regret the stoppage, and think it a grave 
injustice; but with the war many injustices have accumulated. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury has failed to get the ban removed, and it 
is not right to suggest that the ringers should strive to impede the 
work of those responsible for the present war effort.

ASSOCIATION SECRETARY

RINGERS HOMES BLITZED.’
Owing to air raid damage to their houses, Mr. C. A. Hughes, of 92, 

Stanley Road, Woodford, has now removed to 21, Malford Court, 
South Woodford, E.18, and Mr. A. Prior (late Master, S.W. District, 
Essex Association) to 12, Walwood Roa(j, Leytonstone, E .ll.

Mr. G. Dawson, o f the Leytonstone band, has also suffered air raid 
damage, but is able to continue at 143, Norman Road, Leytonstone 
They «end greetings for 1941 to all ringing friends.
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THE ‘ COFFEE POT’ HAS GONE.
COLLEGE Y O U T H S’ HEADQUARTERS  

DESTROYED.
Society Meets in Fire Area.

The ‘ Coffee Pot * has gone.
It went down in fire and ruin when many more famous buildings 

perished in the German attack on London on the night of the last 
Sunday of the year.

And with the ‘ Coffee Pot ’ have gone, it is feared, some of the 
•possessions of • the Ancient Society of College Youths. Nothing but 
debris remains on the site where stood this house, so well known, by 
name at any rate, to the present generation of ringers and so inti­
mately associated with the College Youths for more than forty years.

Under this debris are the safes which the society owns. It is hoped 
their contents will be found intact, but in boxes were the society’s 
three sets of handbells and cup bells, and minute books going ba^k 
for something like a hundred years, as well as pictures, books and 
other things. It is feared that these may be lost.

Happily the most valuable of the society’s property is deposited for 
safe keeping in the strong room at St. Paul’s Cathedral. This includes 
four peal books, three name books, the silver mace, the silver cups, 
the Wellington candlesticks, the Master’s badge, and the Bartilozzi 
engraved plate used for the membership certificate. The present 
happening shows how wise was the precaution taken to safeguard 
these irreplaceable possessions.

Last Saturday the society should have held its fortnightly meeting 
at the * Coffee Pot,’ which has been the headquarters since Septem­
ber, 1897. Formerly, of course, these meetings were on Tuesday 
evenings after practice at St. Paul’s Cathedral or some other famous 
city church, but war-time conditions had made that impossible. The 
continuity of the meetings, however, was maintained by holding them 
during daylight hours on Saturday afternoons.

A DARING PROCEDURE.
The demolition of the ‘ Coffee Pot * presented a sudden difficulty 

this week, but hasty arrangements were made to hold Saturday's 
meeting at the Holborn Viaduct Station Buffet, where, it will be 
remembered, one of the social gatherings was staged when last the 
Central Council .met in London. As many as possible of the ‘ regulars ’ 
were notified by telephone or post that ‘ owing to enemy action ’ the 
venue of the meeting had been changed.

It was, in a way, a daring procedure—not the changing of the venue, 
which was imperative if a meeting was to be held, but to hold the 
meeting at all, and those responsible are to be congratulated upon 
their action. For well over forty years the business of the society 
had been transacted, at the ‘ Coffee Pot,’ until, last November, the 
annual meeting followed the anniversary luncheon at Slater’s 
Restaurant in Basinghall Street. That, of course, broke away from 
precedent.

Saturday’s meeting, however, was something different. It was held 
in a city that, less than a week before, had gone through an ordeal 
of fire such as 110 city had ever suffered from the air. The Ancient 
Society, which in its early days had witnessed many of London’s 
churches perish in the Great Fire of 1666, has again seen some of 
the most cherished city churches swallowed up in names, and it held 
its meeting almost among the ruins, determined, w ith ’ the rest of 
that which constitutes what is best expressed as ‘ the life of the city,’ 
to show its proud spirit and its unshakable resolution to ‘ carry on.

In this respect the meeting was a memorable one and one which I 
determined, if possible, not to miss. To keep an appointment in town 
in these days is something of a gamble, witn trains arriving late and • 
Unexpected traffic diversions in many places, and I found in this 
case that what should have been a short walk from the Underground 
station needed a considerable detour, but it provided a glimpse of 
some of the terrific damage done in the city. The walk through St. 
Paul’s Churchyard revealed the miraculous escape which this shrine 
liad from the inferno that blazed around it. Incidentally I arrived 
half an hour late, but well in time for the meeting.

The party of College Youths that assembled to ‘ keep the flag flying ’ 
was not a large one—the marvel is that there was a party at all. 
They sat at one of the round tables in the buffet and transacted 
their business, what time other customers came in and sat about 
consuming refreshment.

THE SOCIETY’S PROPERTY.
The Master (Mr. Ernest Fenn) presided, but it was not in the 

atmosphere we were wont to see him.. He wore no badge of office, no 
silver adorned the table, there was no ceremony of lighting the candles 
in those famous candlesticks which the Duke of Wellington used in 
his Peninsular campaign. In fact, the onlooker would not have known 
who was chairman, so informal were the proceedings. The others 
present were the hon. secretary (Mr. A. B. Peck), the hon. treasurer 
(Mr. A. A. Hughes), Mr. E. Alex. Young, Mr. H. Langdon, Mr. R. F. 
Deal, Mr. E. Murrell and Mr. H. Belcher.

At the outset, the Master congratulated Mr. Hughes upon his 
escape in the air raid of the previous Sunday night. Knowing a 
little of what happened on that occasion, he said, they were very 
pleased to see the hon. treasurer with them.

Mr. Hughes thanked the Master and said it was an experience he 
hoped he would never have to go through again.

The secretary then read the minutes of the last meeting. Two of 
the items, routine matters at the time, had a new significance. One

was £ that the rent of the meeting room be paid ’ ; the other was, 
4 Notice was given that the next meeting will be held at the Coffee 
Pot on January 4th at 3 p.m.’

The Hon. Treasurer 6aid that on the day after the raid he went to 
the City and found the Coffee Pot no longer there. He wanted to 
see what the position was with regard to their property, and was 
told by the police to get a permit. After waiting an hour in a queue 
and with the prospect of waiting another hour and a half he gave 
up the idea and communicated with the owners of the premises, to 
whom he had supplied information as to the society’s property left 
at the Coffee Pot. He had also informed the insurance company. 
The brewers had promised to do their best to salvage everything that 
was possible. Whatever was recovered from the ruins he would 
arrange to take possession of for the time being.

•Mr. Hughes was thanked for his prompt action, and the meeting 
confirmed the steps he had taken.

CONTINUITY OF MEETINGS.
Mr. Hughes said there was another question about which he felt 

strongly, and that was that, although they had lost their headquarters, 
they ought not to let any dirty Germans upset the continuity of their 
meetings. They should keep the meetings going as long as they 
could, and he suggested that under the circumstances there was no 
better place to meet than where they were then assembled. Until 
the longer days came they could not expect to get a much larger 
attendance.

Other members expressed similar views, and the proposal was agreed 
to, but Mr. Langdon suggested they might consider the possibility of 
migrating to some safer district for their meetings.

The Whitechapel Foundry was suggested as a last resource, and 
Mr. Hughes said that if it came to a last extremity the society would 
be welcome there.

A letter from Mr. Albert Walker, of Birmingham, enclosing a con­
tribution to the ‘ Challis Winney Memorial Fund,’ conveyed his greet­
ings to the members and referred to some of Birmingham’s recent 
experiences.

Mr. T. Groombridge, sen., also sent his good wishes in a letter 
apologising for his absence from the meetings in these days, and 
greetings were also received from Major J. H. B. Hesse (Haslemere), 
Mr. Roland Fenn (Cheltenham) and Mr. A. W. Davis (Hereford).

It was resolved to meet again — blitz permitting — on Saturday, 
January 18th.

And so the informal ‘ formalities ’ ended. The College Youths had 
met and discharged their business under the grimmest conditions of 
their long history.

The members lingered awhile to discuss experiences, as people will 
do in these momentous times, and once or twice loud explosions re­
minded them of the work of demolition going on near at hand.

The ‘ Coffee Pot ’ has gone, but not the memories of many interest­
ing meetings of the College Youths held there and the notable ringers 
who have spent happy evenings in the meeting room.

The % Coffee Pot ’ has gone, but the College Youths carry on.
_________  J. S. G.

A  S U S S E X  C H U R C H  S O L D .
MODEL OF DURHAM CATHEDRAL.

It is a rare thing to find a church offered for sale by public auction, 
yet this has been the fate of a very beautiful little building, the 
Church of St. Richard de Wych, standing in Ashdown Forest. A 
model of Durham Cathedral, it was built in 1886 by Thomas Charles 
Thompson and his wife, of Ashdown Park and Sherburn Hall, Durham, 
in memory of their two sons.

At one time services were regularly held there, but a dwindling 
population in the area resulted in its beingf used ^nly seldom. There 
has been no incumbent for over a year. The church was never con­
secrated, and after being privately owned for some time it passed to 
the Chichester Diocesan Board, but became a considerable liability.

At first, attempts were made to dispose of the building privately, 
but the offers were so small that it was decided to put it up to 
public auction. The sale took place at the Dorset Arms Hotel, East 
Grinstead, and the bidding, which began at £200, rose by sums of 
£50 and £25 to £1,275, at which figure the church and its contents, 
which includes six bells, became the property of Mr. Stephen Easten, 
a well-known Sussex landowner, chairman of the Worthing Rural 
Council and a member of the Shoreham Urban District Council. It 
is understood that he proposes to have the church dismantled and 
removed to a parish which is in need of one, but the actual work 
will not be undertaken until after the war.

Conditions of the sale were that the purchaser might retain the 
church in its present condition with the memorials and fittings, but. 
if it should be sold for demolition, provision was made for the removal 
of the memorials.

A tablet in the church records that the building is * Sacred to the 
dear memory of Thomas Charles Thompson, of Sherburn Hall, Dur­
ham, and Ashdown Park, Sussex, by whom, and his wife, Marianne 
Thompson, this church was built, 1886, as a memorial to their two 
sons, Thomas Moore and Harold. He died September 26th, 1892. This 
tablet was erected by George Carnac Fisher, Bishop of Ipswich (son- 
in-law), and Mary Penelope Gwendoline, his wife, and their children.’

From the ringers’ point of view, the strange thing seems to be 
that they were not aware of the existence of the ring of six bells in 
the tower, although at Coleman’s Hatch, in which parish the church 
is situated, there is a peal of eight put up not many years ago.
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LOSS OF CHURCH BELLS.
SUGGESTED PRECAUTIONS.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—From your pages and from otlier sources of information 

the Exercise is learning of the great losses which it is now sustaining 
by enemy action.

It is generally known that we in London have lost rings of out­
standing interest, and there are others elsewhere. These bells cannot 
be replaced; it is true that their fragments could be collected and 
recast with further metal, but their identity, linked with the men 
who made them and the ringers who rang them, is gone for ever.

The time is come when ringers should take every possible action. 
For instance, we can urge our clergy and the Church authority to 
have the bells isolated, fire partitioned, asbestos jacketed, etc., all 
inflammable linings, peal boards, etc., temporarily taken down and 
the remaining carcase timber made more fire-resisting. Then, in 
regard to the towers, the unnecessary openings into the church, or 
those overlooking roofs, should be completely sealed and the others 
fitted with fire-resisting curtains or screens. Isolate the tower, for at 
sne period of the fire it will become its own blow-pipe generating 
mormous heat!

Again, we ringers can offer with others of the parishioners to form 
i (ire-wateh and become properly trained. (I myself joined that at 
St. Paul’s Cathedral 1915-18, where I was allotted to the Thursdays 
and various Saturdays and Sundays during those years.)

I observe that much of the most valuable stained glass has been 
removed for safety, as has other property of the Church. Is it not 
time for us to urge that outstanding lings of bells should also be 
saved? They could be soon lowered to the churchyard and protected 
by sandbags.

I should be glad to hear, as a beginning, that St. Michael’s, Corn- 
hill, the Abbey, Southwark, Fulham, St. Clement’ s, St. Magnus’ , St. 
Martin’s, and the Holborn, Aldgate and Smithfield (2) rings are 
saved. Of the newer ones, St. Paul’s should come first.

The country would soon follow London’s lead.
E. ALEX. YOUNG, A.R.I.B.A., F.S.I. (retd.).

T H E  F I R E  R A I D  ON L O N D O N .
FURTHER PARTICULARS OF DAMAGED CHURCHES.

In addition to the churches mentioned in our last issue, St. Alban’s, 
Wood Street, was destroyed recently by enemy .action.

At the time of King Edward VI. there were ‘ in the Belfry, a Chime 
and a Clocke, v belles and one small belle called a saintes bell.’

In 1633 the' old church had become so dilapidated that it was in 
danger of falling down and people were afraid to enter it. A Com­
mission reported that it was beyond repair, and it was pulled down 
and rebuilt by Inigo Jones. It was partly destroyed by the fire of 
1666 and afterwards restored. by Wren at a cost of £3,165. Wren 
built the very striking Gothic tower, which contained two bells, one 
of them by I.P. dated 1704.

The old Church of St. Andrew-by-tlie-Wardrobe had in 1552 ‘ iii 
bells in the Steple and a vestry bell.’ The latter was an unusual 
name; probably it was the sanctus which hung at the east end of 
the church in a' cot over the vestry, instead of, as was usual in 
London churches, with the ringing peal in the steeple. After the fire 
of 1666 Wren rebuilt the church and only one bell was hung in the 
tower.

The tower of the Churcli of St. Anne and St. Agnes does not appear 
to have been destr#red. It, contains only one bell, not two as stated 
last week.

The old church had ‘ v greate belles in the steple and a lyttle 
bell,’ but about 1560 the building was destroyed by fire ‘ as far as 
it was combustible,’ and there is no evidence of any bells later.

St. Mary Aldermanbury possessed in 1552 ‘ v bells in the steple 
one greater than another and a litle sanctus bell—vj belles greate 
and small.’

St. Mary's was burnt in the fire of 1666. The vestry paid £8 2s. 6d. 
for removing stones and rubbish and gathering up the lead and bell 
metal. Instead of keeping the latter as some parishes did with the 
idea of having new bells, they sold it for £41 10s.

The new church was designed by Sir Christopher Wren, and on 
April 30th, 1673, * twenty guineas were paid to Dr. Professor Wren 
and ten to Mr. Hooke tliat they may be encouraged to assist in the 
perfecting the building.’

In 1675 a bell was hung in the new tower and there was 
paid for ye treble bell ... 37 10 0 
paid ye bell hangars ... 3 18 0 

The small bell hung in the lantern was by Mears and Son and was 
dated 1809.

Though badly damaged, the church is not completely destroyed, 
and the tower, which largely survived the fire of 1666, still stands. 
But the bell turret at the top is gone and it looks as if the steeple 
has been gutted.

St. Mary Woolnoth, which has not been destroyed, had in Edward 
V I.’s reign * in the Steple fyve greatt bells and a littill bell wt. a 
clock and a chyme and ropes to the same.’ There are now three bells, 
all by William Eldridge, the treble and tenor dated 1670 and the 
second 1672.

ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH, LIVERPOOL.
DESTROYED BY ENEM Y ACTION.

Bells Safe.
The Ministry of Information has released the news that St. Nicholas’ , 

the old Parish Church of Liverpool, was destroyed in a recent air 
raid. We understand, however, that the tower is standing and the 
bells are safe.

In the eighteenth century a new spire was added to the old tower, 
which was raised in height. It was completed in 1750 and stood for 
GO years, but 011 Sunday morning, February 11th, 1810, ‘ a few minutes* 
before the commencement of divine service, while the bells were ring­
ing the second peal, the whole structure collapsed, and falling on the 
church killed 25 people, including 18 children.’

ST.  N I C H O L A S ’ T O W E R  H A S  D E F I E D  T H E  F I RE.

The present tower was begun in 1810 and finished in 1815.
William Dobson, of Downham Market, in Norfolk, was given an 

order for a new ring of twelve, and his instructions were to make a 
replica of the bells at St. Peter, Mancroft, Norwich, which had the 
reputation of being the best in England. Dobson is said to have 
taken careful measurements of the Norwich bells, but he did not 
succeed in reproducing their peculiar qualities.

The tenor, which weighed 41 cwt. 14 lb., was recast by Warners in 
1911 and now weighs 39 cwt. 3 qr. 10 lb.

The new bells were opened on June 4th, 1814, ‘ when a numerous 
assemblage of amateurs were invited,’ and a beautiful silver cup of 
the value of 20 guineas was presented by the town for the best per­
formance of the day.

The prize was won by a band who rang under the auspices of the 
St. Martin’s Society of Birmingham; but it included such famous 
ringers as James Dovey from Stourbridge, William Hudson and 
William Booth from Sheffield, and Samuel Lawrence from Shifnal.

The touch was 3,000 changes of Grandsire Cinques, and 14 men 
took part, two to each of the big bells, which looks as if the ‘ go * 
was not of the best.

Henry Cooper, who rang the seventh and probably conducted, was 
afterwards entrusted with the custody of the cup. He was a silver 
plater by trade, and as the cup disappeared in a mysterious manner, 
nasty things were said and Cooper’s reputation suffered.

On the day after the opening, the St. Martin’s Youths rang a peal 
of Grandsire Cinque.

x (Continued «»n next p.igO
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NEW YEARS EVE.
RINGING AT THE LYCH GATE.

As Christmas, in the past most astonishing and eventful year—now 
lwppily past—could not be welcomed in by the ringing of church 
tower bells, so that year could not be rung out, or the New Year rung 
in, in the immemorial and time honoured way.

Yet there were some who determined hopefully not to be quite 
beaten by the ban on tower bells and thought that possibly a sub­
stitute—though of necessity only a poor one—might be found in hand­
bells, rung out of doors by the church lych-gate. Such ringing could 
not, of course, be done on large bells, which might have been heard 
at some distance away; but fortunately the parish in which the above 
mentioned * some ’ live, but which must remain unnamed, possesses a 
ring of ten handbells in G ; and also, fortunately, the Hector saw tlie 
possibility and gave his sanction and encouragement.

The first step was taken by obtaining leave of the local military 
authority, readily granted on the assurance that these bells would not 
be heard above a distance of 200 yards. Due thanks for this permis­
sion have been gratefully given to this authority.

So in the evening of the last day of the old year, in the home of 
one of the ringers, a band of five assembled, including one of the 
most experienced ringers in England to conduct, and a ooy who had 
never rung a handbell before. After some two hours’ practice, it was 
found possible to ring, rounds and certain call changes, including 
tittums, the plain course of Original Doubles (each ringer ringing his 
two bells, one after the other, as one), and a carol, * The First Noel.’

The hour of midnight was struck by ‘ firing,’ and the ten bells bro! e 
out into rounds.

At 11.50 p.m. ringing at the lych-gate began, and there was only 
time to ring these changes and the carol a few times each beforo 
midnight. The changes were repeated after midnight, when some half- 
dozen people from nearby cottages came out of doors to listen and 
welcome the ringers; though several more, who live farther away, 
said afterwards that they wished that they had heard them, as they 
would have come and joined in the welcome.

So ‘ somewhere in England,’ in a country parish in a safe area, the 
old year of 1940 was rung—limpingly—out, and the new year of 1941 
was rung—mor- hopefully—in.

H O B A R T  R I N G E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N .
CHANGE IN MASTERSHIP.

At the annual meeting of the Holy Trinity Bell Ringers’ Associa­
tion, Hobart, Tasmania, Mr. J Quarmby resigned the Mastership, 
after many years in that office. Mr. Smith, a native of Suffolk, who 
went to Hobart a few years ago, succeeds him, and under him the 
society hope to make further progress. Mr. R. A. Wilson was re­
elected hon. secretary.

The membership of the association is now eleven and the funds 
show a balance in hand of £8 13s. Id.

It was decided to have the bell frame inspected and, where neces­
sary, renew the timbers.

The bell frame was put in when the bells were sent out from the 
Whitechapel Foundry in 1847. Before the visit of the English ringers 
in 1934 only two peals had been rung on them, both Grandsire Triples, 
by Melbourne ringers, on December 29th and December 31st. 1890. 
The English ringers rang two peals, Kent Treble Bob and Bob Major, 
and failed in two other attempts—Treble Bob lost near the end 
through a rope slipping wheel, and Grandsire Triples, in which Mr. 
Quarmby was ringing the tenor.

The Hobart ringers send their greetings to all ringers in this country.

P E A L S  A T  L I V E R P O O L .
(Continued from previous page.)

Between 1815 and 1850 five peals of Grandsire Cinques and one of 
Stedman Cinques were rung in the steeple, and in every case two men 
were needed for each of the two big bells.

For some years St. Nicholas’ has had a skilled and energetic band, 
and their performances included peals of Bob Major, Royal and 
Maximus, Oxford and Kent Treble Bob Major, Royal and Maximus, 
Stedman and Grandsire Triples, Caters and Cinques, and Cambridge 
Surprise Minor, Major, Royal and Maximus.

Mr. George R. Newton is the enthusiastic and popular leader of the 
company.

A SOMERSET MEETING.
ENJOYABLE GATHERING AT WATCHET.

The quarterly meeting of the Dunster Deanery Branch of the Bath 
and Wells Diocesan Association was held in December at St. 
Decuman’s, Watchet. The six bells (tenor 18f cwt.) had been ren­
dered mute by boarding the clappers in the centre, and these were 
raised at about 3 p.m. and rung to touches of Grandsire and Stedman. 
Service was held at 3.30 p.m., and those present soon raised the 
echoes of the old church with the well-known hymns and psalms.

An excellent address was given by the Rev. W. Cottrell, wiio took 
as his text the words, ‘ How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a 6trange 
land?’ He said he wanted to see handbells brought into the services 
of the church instead of being rung only beforehand, and suggested 
that they might be introduced into the Communion service to the 
greater glory of God. Dwelling upon his own reminiscences of the 
sound of church bells, he said that it was indeed a poor compliment 
from the State to the ringers of this country that no differentiation 
was to be made between the careful ringing of bells as practised by 
a band of ringers, and the harsh tocsin when they were clashed in 
alarm. ‘ How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a 6trange land?’ 
Truly, a strange land of war, in which there was never so much need 
of the bells as now.

Tea, provided by the Vicar and local band, was ready in the 
Church Room, and a touch of colour was provided by fresh flowers on 
the tables and flags on the walls. About thirty sat down to a repast 
which would not be frowned upon in peace time, and did justice to 
farmhouse butter, tea with sugar in it, and all the other mysteriously- 
present items. It was a most regrettable fact that cream was unavail­
able, as otherwise this commodity, so popular at ringers’ teas in this 
part of the country, would have been present, as it was at the 
Hawkridge meeting.

After tea the business meeting was opened by the Rev. Newman, 
of Timbersccmbe, in the absence of the president, the Rev. 
Etherington, who was prevented by weather and lack of petrol from 
leaving his eyrie in the hills. (It was rumoured that he was busily 
engaged in the Withypool Winter Sports, but this story was found to 
be no more reliable than the one about the ‘ Ark Royal ’ ). Mr. 
George Stacey/ the hon. secretary, enlivened the meeting, as usual, 
with an inexhaustible store of jokes at the expense of those present; 
his accomplice, Mr. Jack Pugsley, assisting, while, contriving (some­
how) to assume an innocent expression.

On the proposition of Mr. W. E. Challice, seconded by Mr. H. J. 
Prole, Miss S. B. Chidgey (St. Decuman’s) was elected a performing 
member. Cutcombe was selected for the annual meeting, to be held 
in March, whether Hitler permits or not.

Messrs. Stacey and Pugsley approached the Vicar of St. Decuman’s 
(Canon R. J. Pearce) with regard to the augmenting of St. Decuman’s 
bells from six to eight for the years of peace which are soon to come.

The Vicar said he would certainly do his best to secure the neces­
sary precious metal for the purchase of two new trebles at as early 
date as possible, but mentioned that there was still a pound or two 
owing on the organ restoration fund.

Touches and courses of Grandsire, Stedman and Plain Bob on hand­
bells followed, ending with rounds and Queens on the twelve. A 
very enjoyable meeting then terminated with a cordial invitation, from 
Canon R. J. Pearce to the ringers, to come to Watchet at any time 
they liked, ‘ the sooner the better.*

General dispersal followed, some going in the direction of the 
bus-stop, some dart-wards, and others to sundry places of refresh­
ment Just at this time Mr. Stacey forgot where he had put his bag, 
and an immediate search of all the neighbouring hostelnes was con­
templated wThen one member produced it from beneath his arm. Fare­
wells were said, hands shaken, and away they all went until the 
spring meeting.

W. E. C.

C H R I S T M A S  B E L L S .
. On Christmas morning, touches of Grandsire Doubles w’ere rung in 

the nave of St. Leonard’s Church, Eynsham, Oxon : Cecil Calcutt 1-2, 
Harry Floyd 3-4, Thomas W. Bond 5-6. The ringing was much 
appreciated by members of the congregation.

At the Parish Church, Selston, Nottingham, handbells were rung for 
the early Communion service and also at 11 a.m. The ringers were 
warmly thanked for their services by the Vicar and members of the 
congregation, who hope for a repetition.

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOW ER CLO CK MANUFACTURERS.

E 8 T IM A T £ S  S U B M IT T E D  FOR N EW  CLO CK S, C H IM E  A D D ITIO N S , REPAIRS 
OR R EP A IN TIN G  O F DIALS.
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STEDMAN TRIPLES.
THURSTANS’ FOUR-PART REVERSED.

To get an absolute reversal of Thurstans’ Four-Part peal of Stedruan 
Triples we should take the original composition as it stands. We 
should start at backstroke in the middle of a quick Six, rounds being 
a handstroke row and 1525476 the first backstroke row. We should 
then ring or prick out the rows in exactly the reverse order of the 
original, beginning at the end and ending at the beginning.

Everything, rows, bobs, course-ends, observation bells, and the rest, 
would be exactly as in the original version except only in the order 
they appear. That would be an absolute reversal.

But we object, and with good reason, to any start other than at 
handstroke, and though we allow (also with good reason) various 
starts in Stedman Caters, we do not like to begin Stedman Triples 
except m the traditional manner.

For that reason an absolute reversal of Thurstans’ composition has 
little mor- than an academic interest for us, but with a very slight 
variation it can be turned into a very good and useful peal.

'Take the absolute reversal, and instead of starting at backstroke, 
start in the usual way. Put rounds where 1325476 comes in the 
absolute reversal and ring or prick the peal in exactly the same 
manner ,

The treble will do throughout the same work, in the same order, 
as in Thurstans’ original composition. The Sixth will do the same 
work as the Seventh, and so be the observation bell. The Seventh 
will do the same work as the Sixth and be the sub-observation bell. 
Two and Three will interchange their work; and Four and Five. All 
as in the original, but, of course, backwards.

When we study this peal we shall find that it is not just a curiosity. 
It is a very useful composition, quite as good in every way as the 
original, and is fully worthy of the Stedman conductor’s notice. 
The calling positions are fixed by the work of the Sixth and are 
similar to those when the Seventh is the observation bell,. but, of 
course, they come at different Sixes in the course. The course-end is 
when the Sixth is dodging in 6-7 down, and therefore Q, S, H and L 
come at 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 p.nd 11-12. The Singles are made after Slow 
instead of after Quick; the Fifth makes the first and the Sixth the 
second, the Seventh lying behind at both.

A comparison of this variation with the original will 6liow several 
very interesting features. Actually the . quarter-peal on which 
Thurstans’ four-part is based reverses to the same composition, which 
is the reason why the out-of-course half of the peal is called in the 
same way (except for the omits) as the in-course half. This gives the 
result that the reversal of the whole peal is much the same thing 
as the variation produced by altering the observation bell. We shall 
notice that in the standard calling (which is marked A), the order 
of the bobs is just the same as in the original.

The figures as we now give them are the only composition which 
has the right to be called Thurstans’ Four-Part reversed, without 
any qualification.

2314567 Q S H L Q S H L

3457261 (a) 4351267 A
4572361 X X X
3612467 X X (3457261) X <b)3217564 X

A 5317462 X 2175364 X X X
3174562 X . X X 3145267 X X
5124367 X X

B 5247361 X X
C 1527364 X 2473561 X X X

5273164 X X X 5413267 X X
5342167 X

41325 A
34215 A 13254 A
42153 A 32541 A
21534 A 25413 A
15342 A 14523 B
12435 C 45231 A
24351 A 52314 A

(a) Single VI. at 1. 23145 _ A
(b) Single V. at 13.

HENRY JOHNSON’S REVERSAL.
Mr. Albert Walker, o f Birmingham, sends us the following figures 

of Thurstans’ peal as reversed bv Henry Johnson, at the request of 
one of the St. Martin’s ringers of that day, who wished to call the 
neal from the light end and wanted also t« ring an observation bell. 
It will be observed that 1-2 take the place of 7-% in the original, and 

(Continued on next paeej

WATH RINGER MARRIED
On Boxing Day at Huddersfield Parish Church, Mr. W. Brambam, 

, of Wath, was married. Mr. Bramham has been a ringer at Wath- 
on-Dearne, Yorks, for a number of years, and is a member of the

• Yorkshire Association and of the smaller societies within the Southern 
District of Yorks. His new abode will be at Huddersfield.

To celebrate the happy event, 720 of Bob Minor was rung on the 
same date at 28. Chapel Street, Shafton, near Barnsley, bv Daniel 
Smith 1-2, Harold Chant (conductor) 3-4, Arthur Gill 5-6.

ROBERT PERRY.
A RINGER W H O  TURNED OUT ROGUE.

Mr. Theodore Slater, of Glemsford, has supplied us with further 
notes taken from his father’s notebooks concerning old Suffolk ringers. 
Here is the story of one ringer who, while he had his good qualities, 
turned rogue and presumably left the country for his country's good. 
He must, however, have been thought something of in London, for 
when news of his death came from America, a muffled peal was rung.

This man was Robert Perry, who rang a peal at St. Giles’ , Cripple- 
gate. He was a native of Long Melford, and, as a boy, went to 
work at Churchyard’s hair factory and rose to be manager of the 
factory. When he got this position he soon betrayed the trust put 
in him and was dismissed for dishonest practices. After this he 
went to Glemsford end obtained work at a horse hair factory, and 
again rose to be manager, but he was soon at his tricks again and 
was dismissed for dishonesty. Then he went to London and there 
found work in a gas works. What he did in London is not really 
known, but the old ringers who knew him used to say that when 
things got * too hot ’ he emigrated and went to Boston, U.S.A., and 
there worked in a gas works for 6ome time.

He was found dead in the stokehole, suffocated, w'hile working 
on a night shift. The news of his death did not reach London for 
some time, but when it did the St. James’ Society rang a muffled 
peal for him at St. Clement Danes. Perry knew every process in 
the manufacture of horse hair.

Ho called, from the 4th, a peal of Bob Major on Long Melford 
bells and rang the 3rd in a peal of Oxford Treble Bob Major at 
Lavenham in 1853.

When Perry went to Glemsford many men were working on the 
land as agricultural labourers; single men for 7s. 6d. a week and 
married men for 8s. 6d. a week, the week’s work being 60 hours. 
Perry took pity on these men and taught some of them various

rocesses in the manufacture of horse hair, thereby reducing their
ours of labour and doubling their wages. Perry thus had some good 

characteristics in his make-up.
The peal ofx Bob Major that Perry called at Melford is described 

on a tablet in Melford steeple as being the composition of Mr. H. 
Haley. Some time before his death Samuel Slater had a pocket book 
lent him by Hirham Ambrose, and the calling of the peal was copied 
by Samuel Slater. It proves to be one of Annable’s in three parts.

On looking over an old note book Mr. Theodore Slater has found 
that Perry died at Boston in America on November 27th, 1874, at 
the age of 56 years, and the muffled peal for him was rung at St. 
Clement Danes, January 11th, 1875, by the St. James’ "Society.

Here are notes about other Suffolk ringers who figured later in 
London peal ringing:—

William Brett, who rang the tenor at Clerkenwell in 1840 to a peal 
of Double Norwich, was born at Somerton, Suffolk, in 1808, and 
learned to ring on the four bells at Somerton, the five bells at 
Hartest, the six bells at Glemsford, and eight and ten bells at Bury 
St. Edmunds.

In 1835 an attempt was made to ring a peal of Bob Royal on the 
Norman Tower bells, Bury St. Edmunds, but the attempt failed 
after ringing 3 hours and 35 minutes. Brett acted as conductor and 
rang the 9th bell. He is described by those who have 6een him to 
have been a fine well-built man, dark complexion and a pork butcher. 
His sister died at Hartest in 1902. Her name was Clarke. She was 
then a widow.

Augustus George Frost, who rang- the tenor at St. Mary-le-Bow to 
a peal o f Royal, was a painter, signwriter and house decorator by 
trade. He was a native of Bury St. Edmunds and a member of the 
Norman Tower band before migrating to London.

James Marlton, who rang the tenor at St. Mary-le-Bow to another 
peal of Royal, is said to have belonged to East Anglia. At one time 
there was a James Marlton a ringer at Redenhall, Norfolk, and it 
has been wondered if they were one and the sanje man.

We are able to add that James Marlton’s feats included ringing 
the tenors at Southwark and Spitalfields to 7,101 changes of Treble 
Bob Maximus and Bow tenor to 5,200 Treble Bob Royal.

J u o « s  *COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A History of the Society

5/6 (post free) from

‘ THE RINGING WORLD' P̂ K . ROAD
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NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1 / 6 .

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d it o r ia l  
O f f ic e  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g , S u r r e y .

ST. M AR Y’S CATHEDRAL (GLASGOW) 
SOCIETY.— The annual meeting will be held in the 
Synod Hall, Holyrood, Quadrant, W .3 , on Saturday, 
January 11th, at 3 p.m. Tea 4 p.m., followed by tower 
bells (10). All ringers welcome. W e  extend the com­
pliments of the season to all.— E. Stafford, Hon. Sec.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Pudsey on Saturday, January 
11th. Handbells in the Park Hotel from 2.30 p.m., other 
arrangements as usual. A good attendance is desired.—  
H. Lofthouse, 8, Wortley Road, Leeds, 12.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— A 
meeting will be held at Newcastle-under-Lyme, on Satur­
day, Jan. 1 1 th. Tower open at 3 p.m. Bells (6) without 
clappers and handbells available. Fourth annual dinner 
February 22nd.— Andrew Thompson, 63, Whitehouse 
Road, Cross Heath, Newcastle, Staffs.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— General 
quarterly rqeeting at Derby on Saturday, January 11th. 
Committee meet 3 p.m. General meeting 4 p.m., in 
St. Peter’s Parish Hall (adjoining church). Tea at 
nearby cafe. Handbells will be available, and it is hoped 
a good muster of members and friends will attend.—  
Ernest Morris, Gen. Hon. Sec., 24, Coventry Street, 
Leicester.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— The annual meeting, 
which was not held on December 14th, has been re­
arranged for Saturday, January 11th, at the Haymarket 
Hotel (opposite St. James’ Church in the Horsefair). 
Handbells from 2.45 p.m. Tea and meeting to follow. 
The meeting will be over by 5 o ’clock for those who wish 
to get away.— A. M. Tyler, Hon. Sec.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The an­
nual meeting will be held at Barnsley on Saturday, 
January 1 1 th. Handbell contest at Rectory Rooms at

S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S
(Continued from previous page.)

it follows closely the plan of the original in that the extras are in 
the 4th and 9th parts and the omits in the 13th and 15th parts.

2314567 Q S H L 

4675321 1 4(S)

4356721 S H L Q

A 3647521 
A 6735421

A 4526371 
5643271 
6543721

C 4725631 
7546231 
5746321

A 5367421 
A 3754621

B 3427651 
4736251 
5634721

A 6457321 
A 4763521 
A 7345621 
A 3576421 
B 7436521

A 7653421 
A 6374521 
A 3465721 
A 4537621 
C 7564321 
A 5473621

5324671
2314567
4356721 x 14(8) 17.18

7624531
6475231

3.30 p.m., followed by the general meeting. Tea at 
Royal Hotel at 5.30 p.m., followed by social evening and 
handbell ringing. All are welcome.— D. Smith, Hon. 
Sec., 28, Chapel Street, Shafton, near Barnsley.

HERTS ASSOCIATION.— Watford District.— Meet­
ing at Guides’ Studio, Falconer Road, Bushey, Saturday, 
January 18th. Open from 2.30. Handbell practice and 
social chats. Tea arranged. AH who are interested in 
ringing are welcome.— C. H. Horton, 53, Aldenham 
Road, Bushey.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.— Northern Branch, 
Gainsborough District.— The annual meeting will be held 
at Lea in the Institute on Saturday, January 18th. Busi­
ness meeting at 6 p.m., followed by whist drive at 7 p.m. 
Refreshments, but bring your own sugar. Please come 
and bring your friends.— Geo. L. A. Lunn, Hon. Sec.

DONCASTER AND DISTRICT SOCIETY— The an­
nual general meeting will be held in the Clergy House, ( 
Doncaster, on Saturday, January 18th, at 3 p.m. Hand­
bells available. Refreshments can be obtained from the 
canteen in the Memorial Hall.— Ernest Cooper, Hon. 
Sec., 6 , Grosvenor Crescent, Arksey, Doncaster.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. —  Derby 
District.— The annual meeting will be held at St. Luke’s, 
Derby, on Saturday, January 18th. Handbells available
3 p.m. Business meeting for election of officers 4 p.m. 
Will all towers please send representatives? All ringers 
welcome.— W m . Lancaster, 83, Albert Road, Chaddes- 
den, Derby.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TIO N .— Northern Branch.— Quarterly meeting at Stour­
bridge St. Thomas (D .V .), 3 p.m., Saturday, January 
18th. Service 4.15 p.m., followed by tea, business meet­
ing, handbell practice and social evening. Numbers for 
tea by Wednesday, January 15th, if possible, please.—  
Bernard C. Ashford, Sec., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stour­
bridge.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Leicester 
District.— The annual meeting will be held in Leicester on 
January 18th. Silept ringing on Cathedral bells if re­
quired, from 3.30 p.m. Tea and meeting at the Globe 
opposite the cathedral at 5 p.m. Those intending to be 
present for tea must notify me not later than Wednes­
day, January 16th.— H. W . Perkins, Hon. Dis. Sec., 53, 
Landseer Road, Leicester.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Two meetings 
of the Guildford District will be held at the Royal Gram­
mar School, Guildford, at 2 p.m., on Saturday, January 
25th. The first a district meeting to receive nominations 
for officers; secondly, the annual district meeting. 
Neither service nor tea has yet been arranged. These . 
arrangements depend entirely on the number and prompt­
ness of notifications, which are requested by January 
16th.— G. L. Grover, Acting Hon. Sec., East Clandon, 
near Guildford.

D E A T H .
W IL LSO N .— On January 3rd, Ada, the beloved wife of 

William Willson, 3, Winchester Avenue, Leicester, aged 
71 years, the devoted mother of Lily, Hilda, Muriel and 
Winnie. ‘ Underneath are the everlasting arms.’

H A N D E L L S  W A N T E D .
W A N T E D .— Set of 12 HANDBELLS by Shaw in B 

flat, with extra semitone if possible.— Box 33, * The 
Ringing World. ’



24 THE RINGING W O R LD . January 10th, 1941.

The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  FR E E *  

f r o m  th e  
R e v. E . S . P O W E L L , S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

*. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble

Dominated Method®) ..........  ............................................... 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) ......................... .................. .................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B. ......................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ... ... .................  ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ^
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ..........  3

Cambridge Surprise Major .................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major .................  ... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ........................................ 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) .......................................................................................... 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd. • second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete witn the Thompson Charts, etc.

* STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,' 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof end composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages. 
‘ SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from 
Miss MARGARET E, SNOWDON 
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s t o n , L a n c s

P U B L I C A T I O N  s .
‘ GRAND SIRE DO U BLES AN D TR IP LE S, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6$d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roc and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB M INOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAM BRIDGE M INOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7^d. each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /-)•
O b tain able  on ly  p oet fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. 8 . POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n ’ V icarag e , n ear D aventry.

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
Eat. 1 8 2 0  - - - t _  Tel. * 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd .
LO U G HBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rices  in cre a se , 
p re -w a r  q u ality , and send us y o u r old  Bell R opes  

fo r  rep airs  w h ilst n o t in use .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S
----------------------- ---- --------------------------------v

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND g s & ,  in Solid Silver

Diameter aiin 2iin, 3im. 3iin, 4in. 4tfn. 5in. Min. 
Prioe 1 8 /8  2 2 /8  2 8 /8  3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /8  8 7 /8  7 8 -6

The Bin. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E  R U S S E L L  and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SM IT H  o f  DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

John Sm ith  & S on s, M idland C lock  W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

H ead Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., D erby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Bolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildings, London, 1.0.4.
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THE COMING YEAR.
Had the times been normal, the coming weeks would 

have been full of activity among the ringing associa­
tions, for it has been the habit of many of them to hold 
the annual meetings of districts in the early part of the 
year. Circumstances, however, compel a vastly modi­
fied programme. It is not only the present restraint on 
all ringing of church bells that enforces the abandon­
ment of meetings, but the stern demands made upon the 
members which prevent so many of them coming to­
gether. True, the imposition of the ban has led to a 

.considerable falling off in the number of ringers’ gather­
ings, for much of the attraction is lost by the silence of 
the bells, but a good deal may, we think, also be rightly 
attributed to the preoccupation of men in connection with 
the war, either in the services, or in the front line at 
home. Coupled with this there has been, of course, the 
difficulties of transport in the black-out, which have 
added to the obstacles besetting those who are respon­
sible for organising meetings. All the same, there is 
good reason why the associations should endeavour to 
keep up the continuity of their meetings. They have be­
fore them the splendid example set by the Ancient So­
ciety of College Youths, which, driven from its old home 
by enemy action, has grimly determined to carry on in 
the very centre of the bombed city. The College Youths 
meet not once in three months, as is the habit of many 
of the associations in regard to their districts, but once 
a fortnight. Moreover, in order to attend the meetings 
many of the members have to travel a good deal further 
than provincial ringers. The decision of the old Society 
should be an inspiration to the faint-hearts, who hesitate 
to embark on meetings from fear either of difficulties or 
failure.

W e are approaching now the longer hours of daylight 
and, with the lengthening days, association officials 
should lay plans to enable their members to meet at any 
rate with reasonable frequency, without, of course, ex­
pecting more than moderate attendances. It is not 
members that count now, it is the importance of ‘ keep­
ing the flag flying ’ in these discouraging days of ring­
ing. There are associations in which little effort has been 
made in the last few months to keep alive the organisa­
tion. Where this has happened, we hope some more 
energetic action can be taken this year. It is so very 
easy to let things slide, and to wait upon events. It is 
impossible to forecast how long the present situation 
may last; there may be even grimmer days before us, 
but there is no reason why any ringing organisation 

(Continued on page 26.)

GILLETT & 
JOHNSTON L*d

CROYDON

Founders of the 
H E A V I E S T  B E L L S  

Cast in England 
and the recast BOW BELLS

Just Completed—

ST. M AR G A R ET’S, W ESTM IN STER

A.R.P. H AN D BELLS 
W ARNING and FIRE BELLS

for W orks, Schools, Institutions

E LE C TR IC  M ECHANISM
For a Tow er Bell 

as AIR RAID W ARNING

Tel. Thornton Heath 3221
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WM. POTTS ft SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most Important ClocKs 

in the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E ST O R E D .

‘ THE GUILDFORD GLOGK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e r s , S h a k e s p e a re  S t -,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration, 
get. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M ARKED  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G IL T  O R W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  41- 
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY,
Exact size 6 . PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

M ETHOD SPLICIN G
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in

• METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 
from • The Ringing World ' Office, 

LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer ,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BEPMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury,' Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

should be allowed to die of inanition. Officials owe a 
duty to their members to give them the opportunity to 
meet; members owe a duty to the officials to give them 
the support their efforts deserve.V With a reciprocal 
response meetings can be .made quite worth while; and 
as the days lengthen so will the attendances grow. But 
what is needed in the first place is courage to make and 
carry out plans. To hold back for fear of unpredictable 
happenings is a defeatist attitude inconsistent with the 
spirit which is required to-day and which in other walks 
of life is being so magnificently shown.

As with the associations, so with |he Central Council. 
That body has good reason for planning a meeting for 
this year, for it is the jubilee of its foundation. The 
first meeting of the elected Council was held on Easter 
Tuesday, 1891, and it would be unfortunate if this aus­
picious anniversary had to be passed over without a 
meeting, be it ever so modest. Even if it is not possible 
to hold a business meeting of the customary full-day 
type, a gathering of those members able to attend would 
be a gratifying recognition of a notable milestone in the 
history of the Council. There would, we feel sure, be 
enough members present to make the assembly wprth 
while, even though only a minimum of business was 
transacted, for all who could would surely be anxious to 
join in-the celebration. The venue of such a meeting 
.would be a matter for careful thought; and while London 
might be out of the question, there are other places not 
far a\va_v from the Metropolis that might well serve. At 
any rate, in view of the fact that this is the jubilee year of 
the Council, some effort should be made to call it to­
gether. Even if the worst came to the worst the meet­
ing could be postponed at the last moment, but it would 
be a pity if the occasion were allowed to pass without 
any attempt to mark it.

R IN G E R S ’ F E A S T S .
WHAT THEY ATE AND DEANK AT NORWICH.

Now that rationing is very much with us, an old ‘ feast bill ’ may 
be of interest.

The ‘ Purse Club ’ or Benefit Society connected with St. Peter 
Mancroft ringers was governed by a set of rules, or articles, dated 
December 22nd, 1716, and part of rule 8 reads : ‘ The Feast Makers, 
with consent of the Headsman, shall have power to appoint the place 
for the yearly feast, wliicli shall be kept upon Whitsun Monday, at 
which feast every person belonging to this Society shall pay unto the 
Feast Makers one shilling and sixpence for their entertainment upon 
that day.’

The earliest account for this feast day appearing in th# books is 
for*tile year 1740, and is as follows:—

£  s. d.
Beef, 48 lb.................... ... 1 3 0
Mutton, 15 lb.............. 5 6
Veal, 8 lb. ................. 2 H
Bacon and Suet .... 1 6
Butter, 1 quart 1 2
Bread ... ................. 2 0
Pickles and Pepper 1 2i
Porteridge ................. 3
Tobacco ... *. ... , 1 nPipes ...................... 1 0
Servants ...................... 2 0
Vinegar ...................... *h

£1 19 0

In 1742, 58 lb. of beef is entered at 3id. per lb., and 1J lb. of 
tobacco was bought for Is. 6d. The costliest feast was in 1762, when 
they had 70 lb. of beef, 38 lb. of mutton and 78 lb. of veal, the 
total cost, including drink, amounting to £7 8s. 2d. At this time 
there were 40 members of the society! As years went on more atten­
tion was apparently paid to liquid refreshment, for in 1827 ‘ 108 Q u a r t s  
of ale and porter, £2 14s.,* is one of the items in the bill. What 
would these old heroes think of present-day rationing?



January 17lh, 1941. THE RINGING W O R LD . 27

CHURCH BELLS OF LONDON.
ST. M ARTIN’S-IN-TH E-FI ELDS.

B y  J . A r m ig e r  T r o l l o p e .
St. Martin’s was made a separate parish in 1542 by 

letters patent of Henry V III., and the tradition was that 
it was done because the king objected to funeral pro­
cessions passing down Whitehall through the palace pre­
cincts on their way to St. Margaret’s, Westminster, the 
mother church.

ST.
[Photo by F. E. Dawe. 

MARTIN'S-IN-THE-FIELDS.

e do well, however, to mistrust such traditions. 
There had been a Chapel of St. Martin from early times, 
and it was only natural that, as the district developed, it 
should become a parish church.

There were then three bells besides the sanctus bell 
a»d the sacring bell. The latter is referred to as the 
niass bell and it was hung in the chancel within the 
church, either on the screen or on the wall.

In 1530, John Brook' was paid for two days’ work 
fussing the great bell at the rate of eightpence a day. 
lhat will give us some idea of the money earned by 
'vorkmen at the time. Brook was, of course, a skilled 
artisan, and probably would have to pay the labourer 
"h o  helped him.

■ Trussing the bell was tightening it up on the stock. 
In those days there were no such things as bolts and 
nuts, for there was no means of cutting a thread. The 
bell was "hung by straps of iron called stirrups, which 
were passed through the canons and fastened to the sides 
of the stock with dogs or large iron nails. Such an ar­
rangement was bound to work loose in course of time, 
and to be affected by the shrinkage of the wood caused 
by changes of weather. Old churchwardens’ accounts 
usually contain frequent items of charges for trussing.

The church was rebuilt about 1544, and three or four 
years before that the bells were recast and hung in a new 
frame, the cost being partly defrayed by gifts from the 
parishioners. John Young, the saddler, who regularly 
supplied the baldricks, made a gift of three for the new 
bells. About the same time a parishioner gave a new 
saunce or sanctus bell.

The baldricks were leather straps, by which the clapper 
was hung, and were passed through the crown staple and 
a loop at the top of the clapper shank. They very quickly 
wore out, and their renewal was a very considerable 
charge on the parish revenue.

Some time after the bells were hung the stock of the 
tenor began to shrink, and this necessitated ‘ winding up 
the great bell ’ and shutting (i.e. welding) the stirrup by 
which it was hung.

I11 1544 a new treble was added by a fpunder' whose 
foundry was at Hounsditch, but who cannot be identified. 
In 1572 the third was recast, and in 1581 the tenor was 
recast by Hugh Walker. The first time he did the work 
it was unsatisfactory, and the bell had to be recast a 
second time.

In 1584 the whole ring was recast by Robert Mot, of 
Whitechapel, the cost being defrayed by public subscrip­
tion. The list of 67 names includes those of Sir Thomas 
Bromley, the Lord Chancellor of England, the Earl of 
Rutland, and Sir Francis Knowles.

In 1586 Hugh Walker recast Mot’s treble and added 
another bell to increase the number of the ring to five. 
A good deal of work was done to the bells at the same 
time, the total cost being ^17 9s. lid . 1 So,’ say the 
churchwardens, ‘ we have laid out more than we received 
49s. l i d . ’

Only six years later Lawrence Wright recast the tenor 
at a cost of and a year later still the fourth at a cost 
of £8. These charges were met by public subscription, 
and as ninety persons contributed it is evident that the 
bells were very popular.

The payments for ringing were similar to those in other 
churches, but, as at St. Margaret’s, a large proportion 
of them were for occasions when royalty passed. The 
earliest on record was a payment of fourpence when 
Henry V III. passed by in 1538. Tenpence was paid 
when Queen Mary came to Whitehall, and sixteen pence 
when Mary and Philip of Spain arrived in London. W hen 
Mary died, eightpence was paid for ringing her knell, 
and the same amount to welcome her successor.

All through Elizabeth’s reign there was ringing when­
ever the queen came to or left Whitehall or St. James’ 
Palace, until January 21st, 1602, when she removed to 
Richmond, where she died.

Two months later the bells were rung ‘ at the pro­
claiming of our king,’ and as the large amount of two 
shillings and eightpence was paid, there was probably 
a full day’s ringing.

(Continued on next page.)
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ST. MARTIN’S-IN-THE-FIELDS.
LEGEND OF NELL G W Y N N .

(Continued from previous page.)
There is no record of any payment when the Spanish 

Armada was defeated, but, as at all the other London 
churches, the bells were rung- when the Spaniards beat 
the Turks at the battle of Lepanto, and for the execu­
tion of Mary, Queen of Scots. t

In 1663 the tower of St. Martin’s was rebuilt. The 
weather vane at the top was in the form of a ship and 
marked some traditional connection between the church 
and the Board of Admiralty. It was long the custom, 
and perhaps still is, for the latter to supply the flag that 
is flown on festivals. All through the seventeenth cen­
tury there was a ring of five in the steeple, and in after 
years a tradition grew up that Nell Gwynn, Duchess of 
St. Albans and mistress of Charles II., had left in her 
will money to provide the ringers with a weekly leg of 
mutton supper. The editor of Thomas Betterton’s ‘ His­
tory of the English Stage,’ published in 1741, says that 
‘ among her donations was a sum of money for a weekly 
entertainment of the ringers of St. Martin’s which they 
enjoy to this day.’ A writer in ‘ The Champion ’ of 
June 3rd, 1742, referring to the fraudulent practices of 
parish vestries, and particularly that of St. Martin’s, 
says, ‘ I cannot forbear mentioning one action more laid 
to the charge of these honest men. Nell Gwynn, player, 
left a handsome income yearly to St. Martin’s on condi­
tion that on every Thursday evening in the year there 
should be six men employed for the space of one hour in 
ringing, for which they were to have a roasted shoulder 
of mutton and ten shillings for beer, but the legacy 
is of late diverted, and no such allowance is now given. ’

Actually no such legacy ever was left by Nell Gwynn 
or by anyone else. One explanation given of the fable is 
that it was the custom of the ringers after their practice 
to adjourn to the ‘ Nell Gwynn ’ public-house near the 
Adelphi Theatre, where the landlord reserved a private 
room and provided a hot leg of mutton supper at an in­
clusive charge of one shilling per head for the bell- 
ringers and any friends belonging to the different 
societies of ringers that used to attend the weekly prac­
tice. Whether there is any more truth in this explana­
tion than in the original legend may perhaps be doubted.

St. Martin’s was not the only parish at which there 
was supposed to be endowment for providing the ringers 
with a leg of mutton supper. There was a similar tradi­
tion at Fulham and several other places.

As at St. Martin’s, most of these traditions were 
probably baseless fables. It is true that during some 
centuries a good many bequests were left in different 
places by various men, in order that bells might be rung, 
but very few of them were primarily for the benefit of 
the ringers. Usually it was to mark the anniversary of 
the testator’s death. He provided money for the ringing 
of the bells, but so long as they were rung it mattered 
not at all who rang them. There was, however, a legacy 
at Chertsey, Surrey, of one pound yearly for ‘ young men 
to ring and make merry with ’ on August 6th, and a 
similar legacy at East Molesey. In the year 1841 the 
Charity Commission reported that these legacies had not 
been paid for some years, but the authorities evidently 
had been brought to book and promised to renew the 
payment.

At Harlington, in Middlesex, there was a genuine 
legacy for a leg of pork supper for the ringers. It was 
a charge on a piece of land and was paid regularly. To 
this day the ringers annually have their leg of pork, 
served at the local inn, but this is the only instance in 
the country of an ancient endowment for such a supper.

In the early years of the eighteenth century, St. Mar­
tin’s Church had become altogether inadequate for the 
needs of the parish, and in the reign of George I. an Act 
of Parliament was obtained to enable the parishioners 
to rebuild. The design was supplied by James Gibbs, the 
first stone was laid on March 19th, 1721, and the new 
building was consecrated on October 24th, 1726, by Dr. 
Edmund Gibson, Bishop of London. A rate was levied 
on the parish, but money poured in so liberally that a 
gift of j£500 towards the enrichment of the altar was 
declined. i

It was decided to recast the old six bells. On Novem­
ber 3rd, 1724, eight new bells were ordered to be hung; 
on the following December 8th it was resolved that two 
be added to the number agreed on, and in the next year 
it was decided to have a full ring of twelve.

The order was given to Abraham Rudhall, of Glouces­
ter, then at the height of his career, and the cost, includ­
ing old and new metal, was ^1,264 18s. 3d.

Rudhall apparently had some difficulty in casting the 
trebles, and they were not ready at -first, for when the 
College Youths rang the first peal in the steeple, three 
days before the church was consecrated, it was one of 
Grandsire Caters. When the trebles were supplied they 
were not a success, and in 1728 they were replaced by 
two new hnes. The old bells some time after went to Ail 
Saints’, Fulham, and one of them is there still, where it 
blends perfectly with the rest of the ring.

The College Youths’ peal was conducted by Benjamin 
Annable, and the band included such famous ringers as 
Robert Catlin, Peter Merrygarts, William Laughton and 
Matthew East.

In 1728, after the two trebles had been hung, a match 
was arranged to take place at St. Martin’s between the 
London Scholars and the College Youths. Whether it 
was the result of a challenge or by invitation of the parish 
authorities we do not know, but probably it was the 
latter. And we do not kno* what the terms of the con­
test were, but most likely there were none. Almost cer­
tainly there was no prize or stake money, though there • 
may have been a dinner for the winners. The *London 
Scholars were asked to ring first, and they gave their 
best; the College Youths followed and tried to do better.

(To be continued.)

D E A T H  O r  M R . R O B E R T  S P A L D IN G .
VETERAN RINGER DIES AT BECCLES.

Many ringers in East Anglia, particularly of the older generation, 
will be sorry to hear of the passing of Mr. Robert Spalding, on 
January 6tli, at the age of 90 years. ‘ Old Bob,’ as he was known to 
the majority of his friends, spent most of his life at Thorpe-next- 
Haddiscoe, where he was parish clerk for over 25 years, and most 
of his ringing was then done on the five bells at Haddiscoe, with 
occasional visits to Beccles and Yarmouth districts.

After the death of his wife about 20 years ago he went to live 
with his son, also a ringer, near Beccles, and then he commenced 
ringing seriously, and he was the most regular attendant at Beccles 
belfry, rarely missing a Sunday service or practice until failing health 
compelled him to give up. Even then he took a keen interest in ring­
ing matters and always listened for the bells.

He had taken part in four peals, the last being his first peal of 
Major at Lowestoft when in his 80th year. His devotion to the art 
and regularity in attendance were an example to all, and the memory 
of him will be cherished by all who knew him. * E. R. G.
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HANDBELLS IN CHURCH.
APPRECIATED BY CONGREGATIONS.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—‘ Nemo ’ in your issue of December 27tli asked those 

who have tried handbells in church to report on how the bells ap­
pealed to the congregation.

Here, in Diss, we have a large parish church and I  decided to fix 
up my handbell frame in the chancel for Christmas. Our Rector was 
very enthusiastic about it when I mentioned this to him. I ‘ tapped ’ 
ten' bells for five minutes before the 7 and 8 a.m. Holy Communion 
services by the aid of a  torch in the almost dark church, and I was 
told the effect was simply grand. Again before the 11 a.m. service 
the organist played until five minutes before service, then I came in 
with the bells. It was so appreciated by all the congregation that I 
continued on the following Sunday for the morning and afternoon 
services.

Our Rector afterwards said it was simply surprising the number of 
people who told him how much they appreciated the bells and many 
had asked, ‘ Why cannot we have the handbells every Sunday ?’ I 
have been asked the same question by many people. So now I  hope 
to continue the five minutes before each service until we can have 
our tower bells again.

If ‘ Nemo ’ could come to Diss he might make up his mind whether 
he likes handbells in church or not. I, for one, would like to hear 
a few more of his reasons against it.

ALBERT G. HARRISON.
Diss, Norfolk.

PROGRESS AT ACCRINGTON.
Dear Sir,—Perhaps ‘ Nemo ' would be interested to know we have 

rung handbells in church 011 several occasions since the ban on tower 
bells The Vicar voiced his appreciation: the verger reported to us 
that numerous members of the congregation expressed pleasure with 
our performance and would like us to repeat it. The organist also 
was very friendly towards us.

The following is a copy from the ‘ Padiham Advertiser ’ of October 
13th, 1940:—

* Before the evening service some o f the Parish Church bellringers, 
assisted by friends from Accrington, rang short touches on handbells 
inside the church—a beautiful innovation.'

A summary of our activities may encourage others. We have 
steadily practised for the last 18 months and now include Plain Bob, 
Double Bob, Reverse Bob and St. Clement’s as regular ringing 
methods. We are progressing very nicely with Oxford and Kent

Treble Bob. We adopted Westminster Surprise for practice, but it 
was too much of a surprise for me. Two of us rang Stedman Triples 
double-handed at Bolton qn the occasion of the last Lancashire Asso­
ciation meeting, the only touch of Stedman my friend has ever rung, 
and my only attempt on handbells.

From our interest in the art has sprung another infant society. 
The boys at Accrington Grammar School have contributed and 
acquired a set of twelve handbells, since augmented to thirteen, to 
provide two minor ringfs. The thirteenth, I  think, they made from 
an old relic someone had at home, but it is correct pitch. We are 
working all out to get them going, but the future only can give us 
the results we so earnestly wish for.

CHARLES W. BLAKEY.
Accrington.

MORE WANTED.
At All Saints’ Church, Rettendon, Essex, on Christmas Day, hand­

bells were rung in church for 15 minutes before the 9 a.m. Holy 
Communion service and the 11 a.m. morning service. Several plain 
courses of Grandsire Triples were rung on each occasion, those taking 
part being Charles W. Jay, Frank S. Jay, Roy Wheston, Gerald 
Frost and Frank C. May.

During the course of the morning service the Rector, on behalf of 
the churchwardens and the congregation, thanked the ringers for all 
that they had done, and expressed the hope that they would continue 
to ring the handbells week by week for all the Sunday services.

On Sunday, January 5tli, for evensong at 3.30 p.m., courses of 
Grandsire Triples were again rung for 15 minutes before the service 
by Charles W. Jay, Frank S. Jay, Pte.. Harry Jay and Frank C. May. 
The Rector again thanked the ringers for what they haH done, and 
delayed the start of the service for a few minutes so that he might 
sit in church with the congregation and listen to what he called the 
beautiful music of the handbells.

B E A R I N G S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—For a long time now I  have waited to see the real 
reason why ‘ plain bearings ’ are preferred to ball bearings. If any­
one, like myself, who attend to the •* going,’ they might say ball 
bearings are better. Should one try to ring a bell without a stay to 
a peal as I have done several times, then ' plain bearings ’ are un­
doubtedly to be preferred. With regard to ringing heavy bells, my 
experience is that you can ring a 30 cwt. bell easier at Saffron Walden 
than at Cambridge. No stones cast at anyone.

FRANK WARRINGTCSN.
Swavesey, Cambs.
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MEARS & 
STAINBANK,

F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12th year 
of reign of 
Elizabeth).

IBellfounders St 
IB ell hang er s,
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LONDON, E.1.
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SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
4 6  c w t . O qr. 5  lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for 

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

HANDBELLS
in sets of any number.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
Mr. C. H. Jennings, the hon. secretary of the Dorchester Branch 

of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild, was recently installed Worshipful 
Master of the United Service (Dorset) Masonic Mark Lodge.

In reply to enquiries, we are pleased to say that St. Peter Mancroft 
Church and its famous bells, with the other churches of Norwich, 
have not sustained any damage by enemy action.

We regret to announce the death, which occurred last Saturday, of 
Mrs. C. D. Potter, widow of the late president of the Bajnsley and 
District Society.

On January 13th, 1772, the Norwich Scholars rang at St. Michael’s, 
Coslany, 6,048 changes of Imperial the Third Major. The method, 
which has irregular lead ends and is now obsolete, was composed by 
William Porter, the author of Double Norwich Court I3ob. It was 
much practised by-the Norwich Scholars during the eighteenth century 
and is a difficult method, but though it was given in the ‘ Clavis ’ 
and by Shipway, only one peal was rung away from the city of its 
birth. Christopher Lindsey composed the Coslany peal, and John 
Chamberlin, of whom Mr. C. E. Borrett recently gave us an account, 
called the bobs.

On the same date in 1903, the St. Martin’s Youths rang at Birming­
ham the first peal of Forward Maximus. This method, which was 
introduced by John Carter, has some good qualities, but is almost 
intolerably monotonous for peal ringing.

The band from St. Peter’s, Brighton, rang the first peal of London 
Surprise Major in the city of London on January 14tli, 1899. It was 
on the bells of St. Stephen’s, Coleman Street, which were destroyed 
in the recent air raid.

James Barham died on January 14th, 1818, at the age of 93.
Fifty years ago to-day six peals were rung. They consisted of two 

Kent Treble Bob Major, and one each of Grandsire Triples and Caters, 
Union Triples and Stedman Triples.

Mr. George Williams, the doyen of conductors, who, we are pleased 
to say, is hale and hearty despite the enemy’s close attention, rang 
his first peal 57 years ago to-day. It was one of Grandsire Triples 
at Soberton in Hampshire.

The Mancroft record peal of 7,126 Stedman Cinques was rung on 
January 18th, 1844.

Next Sunday, is the 216th. anniversary of the first peal by the 
College Youths. It was also the first peal on twelve bells and was 
rung at St. Bride’s, Fleet Street.

Henry Bastable, for many years the leading conductor in Birming­
ham, and the Ringing Master of the St. Martin’s Society, died on 
January 19th, 1899, at the age of 50.

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

‘ RINGING NOT AN ACT OF WORSHIP.-
To the Editor.

Sir,—It is not my usual practice to reply to folk sheltering under 
anonymity. No doubt our friend the ‘ Association Secretary ’ is con­
vinced that he lias reasons justifying his doing so. So in reply I 
would say that we seem to agree tliat when we worship God we 
honour Him. If he does not honour God in his ringing, oy making 
it a testimony of his esteem for all that God lias done for him, I 
would respectfully suggest that lie ought to. When we praise God 
we worship Him. We praise God in various ways, as, for instance, 
Psalm 150 will show. Once one accepts the fact that they can (and 
should) worship God by their ringing, my other points will hold true.

G. P. ELPHICK.
Priory Street, Lewes.

SOUVENIRS OF OLD NORWICH RINGERS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In reply to the letter from Mr. L. W. Bunce in your 
current issue—the C?ourt Royal at Leeds in 1765 was the London 
variation. The Norwich peal in 1709 was the Norwich variation, and, 
therefore, the first in the latter method. All authorities agree upon 
this.

As to the old Norwich ringers and the property their * Purse Society * 
acquired, I would refer him to your issue of September 1st, 1939, 
where he will find his question answered by Mr. Trollope in one of a 
series o f articles he has so ably contributed on this and other most 
interesting matters. '

The property was divided amongst the members when the Purse 
Society—it was a small benefit society—was dissolved. I was able to 
purchase two pieces of the pewter set, a quart flagon and a half-pint 
mug. The former is engraved, ‘ The Society of Ringers, July 19th, 
1821, Peckover Hill, Headsman,’ and the mug similarly, save the 
omission of the Headsman’s name. I have also several pieces of the 
pewter * token money.* They are about the sifce of a five-shilling 
piece, and engraved round the edge, ‘ St. Peter’6 Mancroft Ringers.'

I have spent a good many delightful Old Years’ Nights in the com­
pany of these, pewter drinking vessels and token money, and am 
sorry such convivial days are a thing of the past.

The number and variety of the peals we rang on each of these 
nights, w*ith our tongues, after the pewters had been filled with
4 hot-pot * from the great stone jug, and handed round bv the stewards 
a few times, was prodigious, and 10 p.m. was not the closing hour in 
those days! CHARLES E. BORRETT.

Sheringham, Norfolk.
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THE OXFORD SOCIETY.
s u c c e s s f u l  n e w  y e a r ’ s  p a r t y .

The Oxford Society had planned to go to Nottingham, Leicester and 
Loughborough for their annual outing last Whitsuntide, but for 
obvious reasons it had to be cancelled at the last moment. This year 
a precedent was set when a New Year’s party was held on Sunday, 
January 5th, at the Oriel Restaurant.

The weather, although dry, was very cold, but the ringers were 
shown into a warm and comfortable room, where the heavily laden 
tables were a sight for sore eyes. The shortage of meat offered no 
problem to th*j proprietor, as/turkey held pride of place on the menu.

The society was honoured with the presence of the Mayor (Mr. C. 
Bellamy) and others present included the president (Alderman Brown) 
and Mrs. Brown, Mr. V. Bennett (secretary) and Mr. R. Post (Ringing 
Master). The ringers and their wives and friends totalled about 30.

The president proposed the toast of His Majesty the King. In
• these difficult times, he saud, they were fortunate to be able to have 

such a happy gathering. He and his wife had done a little arith­
metic, and it might interest the Mayor to know that here were 27 
rings and 172 bells within the environs of Oxford. He hoped that 
good care would be taken of them, as it would be a tragedy if their 
victory peals came to an untimely end through faulty bearings or 
ropes.

Mr. W. Collett proposed the toast of the Mayor and Corporation. 
He expressed the society’s pleasure in having His Worship with them 
that day. Although they had not met under those conditions before, 
the Mayor had been in the belfry of Christ Church more than once. 
Besides, added Mr. Collett, the Mayor has a very good press, and 
it will help get the society more publicity.

Since ringing has ceased, continued Mr. Collett, he had been looking 
for some other diversion, as his wife thought he should have one. He 
used to get a good deal of pleasure from playing tennis, although he 
had never got beyond the ‘ rabbit ’ class, so he thought he would 
take it up again. Unfortunately, when he got his flannels out he 
found that they would not go round any more. His wife was still 
insistent and entered him as a member of a  bowls club. He thought 
before one could become a bowls player one must be a similar shape 
as a wood. Whilst playing in the park last summer he overheard 
two ladies* talking. One suggested that they should stop and watch 
the game for a while. The other protested and said it was an old 
man’s game. ‘ But that man over there is not very old,’ said the 
other (meaning me, I hope, said Mr. Collett). ‘ Come on,’ said the 
second lady, ‘ there must oe something the matter with him.’ Need­
less to say, he added, I am still looking for a diversion.

THE* MAYOR AND THE BELLS.
Replying, the Mayor said how happy he was to be with them that 

day. Mrs. Bellamy had been looking forward to it also, but regretted 
that only a few hours before she had found it impossible to be present. 
He had much enjoyed listening to the handbells, and he thought the 
music was beautiful; it stirred something inside him when he first 
heard them. As for the other 172 bells, he continued, he was afraid 
he could not do anything about them, as his time was fully occupied 
in keeping his GO councillors in order, but he hoped that the bells 
would be looked after and it was the ringers’ duty to the public. 
His knowledge of ringing was not very much, and he had to go to 
the ringers’ archives to find out what he should speak about. He 
went on to speak of the many peals that had been rung in the city 
in the early days. He noticed that in one peal there was a potash 
maker, a cork-cutter, a tailor, a schoolmaster, butler and two college 
servants. Surely ringers were as democratic as England herself, 
and he hoped it would always be so. The enthusiasm of those College 
Youths who walked from London to Oxford, a distance of 54 miles, 
must have been tremendous.

Continuing, His Worship said that one old Oxford ringer, Jonathan 
Pavier, who was "a blacksmith by trade, lived in a small cottage in 
Gloucester Green. When he was 80 years of age, he approached a 
well-known Oxford solicitor and offered him his cottage if he would 
pay him £1 a week, for the rest of his life. The solicitor, thinking he 
was on a good thing, readily agreed, but it didn’t turn out so good, 
as old Jonathan lived to be over 100.

Mr. R. Post said he was speaking for all the ringers present when 
he said how much he missed the draw of the belfry. Handbells were 
a very pleasant hobby, but they were a poor substitute for the 
tower bells. He hoped it would not be long oefore they could mount 
the familiar steps to ring for victory.

Mr. V. Bennett then proposed that all present should stand for a 
minute in memory of Charles Eustace, a member of the society, who 
was killed at Dunkirk. He was trying to get in touch with Alec 
Gammon, who was a prisoner of war in Poland, and he went on to 
read letters of good wishes and thanks for the presents which were 
sent to six members now in the Services.

Mr. T. Trollope said that much greater effort was needed to get 
more beginners to take up ringing. He felt there was no dearth of 
talent about, and the ringers would endeavour to get the public 
acquainted with the art, not only amongst men, but ladies as well.

He went on to pay tribute to the good work Miss Marie Cross was 
doing as secretary to the City brancn of the Diocesan Guild and to 
the great help she was to beginners on handbells as well as in the 
tower.
• i 2 handbells were frequently in use during the afternoon and 
included in the methods -was a rery -well-struck course o f Sfcedman 

(Continued in next column.)

ST. MARTIN'S GUILD, BIRMINGHAM.
JOHNSON COMMEMORATION TO BE HELD.

The annual meeting of St. Martin’s Guild for the Diocese of 
Birmingham was held at the Tam worth Arms, Moor Street, Birming­
ham, on Saturday, January 4th.

In the absence of the Master (Alderman J. S. Pritchett), Councillor
A. Paddon Smith occupied the chair. The attendance of members, 
although not up to the usual number for an annual meeting, was 
quite satisfactory and showed that, although there could be no ringing 
on the tower bells, the interest in the Guild’s business was still very 
much alive.

The Master wrote regretting his inability to attend and the oppor­
tunity of shaking hands with old friends. Unfortunately, his house 
had been bombed and- he was much upset, but luckily no one was 
injured. He sincerely hoped we were entering upon a happier year 
and that 1941 would bring peace and happiness. He hoped to be 86 
on January 8th. The secretary was instructed to convey the sym­
pathy of the Guild with him in his misfortune, and their hearty 
congratulations and best wishes on his birthday and throughout the 
year. _ x

The treasurer presented tEe* annual accounts, which showed a small 
loss on the year caused by the increased cost of the Henry Johnson 
Commemoration Dinner. The auditors having given their report, the 
accounts were unanimously adopted.

The secretary reported the receipt of a letter from Mr. James 
George, now of Wolverton, thanking him and the members of the 
Guild for their letters of sympathy and good wishes during his very 
dangerous illness and serious operation. He enclosed cheque in settle­
ment of his subscription for the current year and also a donation of 
£1 5s. towards the Guild’s funds as a mark of appreciation. It was 
proposed by the chairman and unanimously agreed *that a letter T5e 
sent Mr. George thanking him for his kindly thought and donation 
and wishing him continued good health and that in time he would 
overcome the disadvantage of the loss of his leg.

Mr. W. C. Dowding, now of Martley, Worcestershire, wrote apologis­
ing for his absence. He enclosed his subscription and sent best wishes 
to all the members and expressed the hope that it would not be long 
before the bells could be rung as usual.

Confidence was expressed in the officers of the Guild and all were 
unanimously re-elected as follows: Master, Alderman J. S. Pritchett; 
Ringing Master, F. E. Haynes; trustees, Councillor A. Paddon Smith 
and E. T. Allaway; auditors, F. Price and G. E. Fearn; librarian,
G. F. Swann; hon. secretary and treasurer, T. H. Reeves.

After some discussion it was unanimously agreed not to let the 
Henry Johnson Commemoration drop, but on account of present 
conditions it would not be possible to hold it in the evening 
or on the same scale as hitherto. It was proposed by Councillor 
Paddon Smith, seconded by Mr. Albert Walker and agreed that the 
commemoration this year be held on Saturday, March 1st, *nd take 
the form of a midday lunch at 1.30 p.m., and that the speeches be 
curtailed so that everyone can get home before black-out time. Should 
the Master not be able to preside, it was unanimously agreed that 
Councillor Paddon Smith be chairman.

Mr. G. F. Swann reminded those present that Mr. John Jaggar was 
celebrating his 80tli birthday on that day. He moved that the hearty 
congratulations of the Guild should be accorded him: This was carried 
unanimously and Mr. Jaggar suitably responded. Unfortunately tea 
could not be provided at the Tamworth Arms, so after some handbell 
practice and social intercourse the proceedings terminated.

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE ASSOCIATION S LOSS.
DEATH OF MR. JAMES CLIFF, BLAYDON-ON-TYNE.

Captain of the belfry of St. Cuthbert’s, Blaydon, for many years, 
Mr. James Cliff passed away at the age of 67 years on Tuesday, 
January 7th, after only a fortnight’s illness. He was a tower of 
strength to the Durham and Newcastle Diocesan Association, whose 
ranks he joined in 1898. Although he had only rung in two peals, 
one of Bob Major and one of Minor methods, he had done a good 
work in instruction in his belfry and in those in the Western District 
of the association.

One of his sons, Herbert P. Cliff, is a prominent and popular mem­
ber of the Newcastle Cathedral Guild, while one of his daughters, also 
a ringer, is married to a well-known ringer of Croydon, Mr. Fred 
Collins.

The interment took place at Blaydon Cemetery on Friday, January 
10th A service was held in the Parish Church previously, and amongst 
the tokens laid on his grave was a wreath from the president and 

| members of the association.
Mr. Cliff was of a happy, genial nature and his presence will be 

sincerely missed at future meetings. He leaves a widow, three sons 
and two daughters to mourn their loss.

T H E  O X F O R D  S O C IE T Y .
(Continued from previous column.)

Cinques. Some carols and other well-known tune6 played by Mr. 
R. A. Post and his wife were greatly appreciated by all.

It was suggested that these parties should become an annual affair 
for the duration. This brought many varied opinions as to how long 
the war would last, which only ceased when there was a genera! 

1 dispersal of the party at 4.30 p.m.
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P E A L S  O F  S T E D M A N .
A FALLACY IN TRIPLES.

We rather expected that some of our experts would have replied to 
Mr. G. E. Symonds’ enquiry which appeared in our issue of December 
27th last

Mr. Symonds said he had been told of a peal of Stedman Triples, 
called by James W. Washbrook, in which the treble was a quick bell 
throughout. He rather doubted the report, but said the figures would 
be highly interesting.

If such a peal was ever claimed to be rung, which is~inconceivable. 
it would have been false. Washbrook did many fine and many re­
markable things, but this is beyond anyone’s powers. In any peal of 
Triples each bell must strike an equal number o£ times in every 
position. Now if the treble is always to be a quick bell it must be 
bobbed in 6-7, either up or down, every time it goes out behind. 
That means that in each journey from the lead to the back and down 
again it will strike twice in each firsts, seconds and thirds places, 
six times in each fourths and fifths, and nine times in sixths and 
sevenths.

From this we get 40 as the full number of possible courses and 
therefore 1,440 changes as the extent on the plan, the number of 
changes in each course being 36.

But what is possible is to have a peal of.Stedman Caters in which 
one bell always goes in quick, for the number of changes on nine 
bells is so great that it is no longer necessary for an individual bell to 
fall an equal number of times into every position.

Peals of this sort have been composed and rung. It is said that 
when Henry Hubbard went from Norwich to Leeds he tried to induce 
the local men to ring Stedman Caters, but there was the stumbling- 
block that one of them could not, or would not, learn the slow work. 
To get over the difficulty Hubbard composed touches and a peal in 
which one bell always went in quick. They rang the touches, but 
not the peal.

Henry Johnson composed peals with the sixth always a quick bell. 
They were on the short course plan with alternate 7689 and 6789 
course ends. One of these compositions was rung at Christ Church, 
Dublin, on May 25th, 1901, by a band which consisted of W. H. 
Barber, J. S. Goldsmith. G. R. P$e, P. W. Davies, I. G. Shade, W. 
Short, E. Pye, J. George, W. Pye and J. Buffery.

Mr. Barber called the bobs and it was the first time such a com­
position had been called from a non-observation bell.

IP SW IC H  R I N G E R S .
ST. MARY-LE-TOWER SOCIETY MEETS WEEKLY.

The annual meeting of St. Mary-le-Tower Society was held on 
Sunday morning, January 5th, when all the officers "for the ensuing 
year were re-elefited en bloc.

Two members were prevented from being present by illness, the 
veteran Mr. Robert H. Brundle and Mr. Charles A. Catchpole, who 
had contracted influenza. Hope was expressed for their speedy 
recovery.

After the meeting .880 changes of Kent Treble Bob Royal were rung 
by G. A. Fleming 1-2, H. E. Smith 34, C. J. Sedgley 5-6, G. E. 
Symonds 7-8, W. P. Garrett 9-10.

The society is keeping alive by meeting every Sunday morning for 
handbell practice. On two recent occasions over 1,000 Bob Major 
were rung, also touches of Grandsire Cinques, Kent Treble Bob 
Maximus, etc.

THE BELLS OF ST. BRIDE S, FLEET STREET.
To the Editor. •

Dear Sir,—Now that the bells of St. Bride’s, Fleet Street, will never 
ring again, I am sure there are many who, like myself, would like 
to say a word of thanks to those gentlemen who opened up the tower 
in recent years, thus enabling many to make their first acquaintance 
or renew old acquaintances with those historic bells.

For many years the bells were only allowed to be rung once or 
twice a year on special occasions, and the ‘ go * of the bells and the 
condition of the ropes can be better imagined than described. The 
ringing was undertaken by the Cumberlands, and through the efforts 
of the Master of the society, Mr. G. H. Cross, a new set of ropes was 
obtained, and eventually permission was granted for the bells to be 
rung for Sunday evening services, when a band could be arranged. 
He also obtained permission for the bells to be rung on Whit Monday, 
1936, when the Central Council met in London. On that occasion 
there must have been numerous ringers who rang for the first time 
on St. Bride’s bells.

The late Mr. Frank Smith and Mr. T. Be van, the present senior 
steward of the society, also deserve our thanks for their efforts to 
make the bells go a little better. Those of us who have been in the 
neglected bell chamber of a city church realise the nature of their 
task.

Although the efforts of these gentlemen may seem to have been 
frustrated by the destruction of the bells, I, for one, will always 
remember the gloomy ringing chamber, with its circular windows 
and big ancient peal boards, and be grateful for the chance to ring 
in such an historic tower. J. E. BAILEY.

Dartford, Kent.

WHAT IS A GOOD SURPRISE METHOD?
ARE PRACTICAL RINGERS THE BEST JUDGES?

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—-Mr. Melville’s letter is interesting. He is correct in 

saying that, in Cambridge, the tenors are divided by more than two 
places in 90 rows in the course. I quoted the Rev. E. Bankes James 
without checking his figures. This is another drawback to an attrac­
tive but very faulty method. It seems certain that it would never 
have attained its present-day popularity had more perfect methods 
been available, or, at least, better known. The fact that it extends 
so well to Royal and Maximus does not, in my opinion, make up for 
its deficiencies.

I am not acquainted with Bedford Surprise, but it sounds good; one 
false course.end, correct coursing order, variety, good music and easy 
extension are first class qualities. Perhaps you would be kind enough 
to repeat the publication of a lead, so that your readers may have* 
an opportunity of judging if, amongst all these, it has any faults.

Whether practical ringers are always the best judges of the qualities 
of a method I’m not so sure. Just as a good musician can judge 
the qualities of a piece of music without playing it, so is it possible 
to assess the qualities of a method, both theoretically and musically, 
without ringing it. The great majority of ringers, I should say, con­
sider interest first, and then music, and, unless they happen to be 
composers, rarely go beyond these. Just to have a little aig at my 
good Yorkshire friends, capable ringers may spoil excellent methods, 
as they have been doing, for many years past, with their ‘ cart­
wheel ’ Minor. * JAMES F. HARVEY.

Baildon, Yorks.
BEDFORD SURPRISE.

Bedford Surprise Major, by Mr. Frederick Dench, was first pub­
lished in ‘ 'l^ie Ringing World ’ on April 7th, 1911. It has a perfect 
extension to Royal and Maximus. It has only one false course end 
in Major. 24365, and therefore all peals of Treble Bob on all numbers 
can be used with the bob made in 4tli’s. If the bob is made on the 
three back bells, peals with the 6tli its extent in 6th’s can be ob­
tained.

Below is a lead of Major and a half lead of Royal and Maximus
12345678
21436587
12463857
21648375

26143857
62413857
26148357
62418375

26481735
62847153
68241735
86427153

68472513
86745231
87654213
78562431

87652341
78563214
75836241
57382614

75328164
57231846
52738164
25371846

52317486
25137468
52314786
25134768

21557486
12354768
21345678
12436587

14263857

1234567890
2143658709
1246385079
2164830597

2614385079
624138059'7
2614835079
6241830597

2648103957
6284019375
6824103957
8642019375

6840291735
8604927153
8069421735
0896247153

8069274513
0896725431
0987624513
9078265431

0987256341

i.243658709

1426385079

1234567890et
214365870&TE
124638507t9e
21648305t7e9

261438507t9e
62413805t7e9
261483507t9e
62418305t7e9

2648103t5e79
628401t3e597
6824103t5e79
864201t3e597

68402t1e3957
8604t2e19375
806t421e3957
08t624e19375

806t2e481735
08t6e2947153
Ot8e62491735
t0e826947153

0t8e29674513
jOe892765431
te0982674513
et9028765431

t e 0927856341
1243658709te

142638507t9x

D E A T H  O F  M R S . L A U R A  S N O W D O N .
We much regret to announce the death of Mrs. Laura Suowdor. 

who passed away on January 6th at the advanced age of 91 years ai 
her home at Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulverston. Lancashire.

Mrs. Snowdon was the widow of the late Mr. William Snowdon, to 
whom she was married in 1883. She was buried in a grave next to 
her husband at Cartmel, Lancs, on January 9th.

The deepest sympathy of the Exercise will go out to her devoted 
daughter, Miss MargaretSnowdon. •
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MORE ABOUT RINGERS’ TALES.
BY A TOUGH VETERAN.

When a man has reached a  certain age and has fallen, or is about 
to fall, into what Shakespeare picturesquely calls the sere and yellow 
leaf, there are two grave faults to which he is very prone. One is 
the habit of giving good advice to younger people; the other is telling 
tales of what he did when he was a young man.

According to a witty* Frenchman, old men give good advice because 
they can 110 longer set bad examples. Whether that is so I will not 
now seek to determine, but I must and will say it is a fault from 
which I myself am singularly free. I have lived a long and not 
uneventful life, spent in many places and under diverse conditions.
I have had my faults arid made my mistakes. I have missed bobs I 
should have called. I have gone in quick when I ought to have gone 
in slow. I iiave lost myself at the crucial time in a peal. These 
things I have done, but no one, no, not my most candid friend, can 
sav that I give good advice.

Unfortunately, it seems to be a law that if in one thing a man is 
blameless, then he must make up for it by a superfluity of naughti­
ness in another thing, and when I turn to the other ^rave fault I 
confess my conscience makes me tremble. Here, alas, I have great 
cause to beat the breast, and to cry out in a loud and lamentable 
voice, Mea culpa! Mea maxima culpa! Set me on my Sunday morn­
ing wa?.{ with mine own familiar friend ; put me in a saloon bar with 
three or four ringers after a peal or practice meeting—and the urge 
to talk is well nigh irresistible. Ask those members of the Central 
Council what happens in the hotel lounge long after midnight has 
chimed. Ask them, but don’t forget to remind them *that I am not 
the only offender, nor yet the worst.

It has been held by authorities that faults and offences lose half 
their badness when they are performed elegantly and gracefully. Be 
that as it may, I think we may admit that much talking (in itself 
an offence) can be made tolerable if  done in the right way. In the 
puritanical circles wherein I was born and nurtured it us£d to be said 
that idle talk was a sin, and perhaps no good talker can be wholly 
a righteous man. He must be a bit of a liar, something of an egotist, 
and he needs a suspicion of malice, and a reasonable amount of 
naughtiness.

Thinking these things over, I wondered whether I  could reproduce 
for the benefit of the readers of ‘ The Ringing World ’ some of the 
ood tales I have heard and told; but, alas, a tale good to tell or to 
ear, nearly always turns out a poor feeble thing when it is set down 

in print. You shall iudge. Here is what I call quite a good yarn.
Many years ago I had to go to the East End of London, and after 

I had finished my business I  went into a public-house to get a drink. 
There were a number of men in the bar and among them a big, 
hulking bully of a fellow, who was throwing his weight about, insult­
ing people and generally making himself a nuisance. The rest of the 
company were getting pretty well fed up with him, and, remembering 
that bullies are generally cowards at heart, were hoping that someone 
would stand up to him and slosh him across the jaw. But each waited 
for tjie other to begin and so no one acted.

There was, however, one man who was sitting by himself quietly 
drinking his glass of beer. He was a rather small man not quite of 
middle age, and as one looked at his face one could see that he was 
a man of force of character, who would not readily enter into a 
quarrel, but once in would not be a quitter.

Well, he sat there quietly, and as I watched him I could notice, 
the anger and disgust that were mounting in his mind.

Presently the bully went across to where a small man was sitting 
on a stool, pushed him off it rudely and sat down himself.

That decided the quiet man. He got up, walked over to the bully, 
and said calmly but sternly, ‘ Let that man have his stool again!’

The bully put his pint pot down and half turned with a look of 
blank surprise and amazement on his face.

‘ Eh?’ he said.
‘ Get off that stool, I tell you, and get off it quick!’ ordered the 

quiet man, and I noticed that his right arm was taut and his right 
fist was clenched.

The bully put his feet slowly to the ground and stood up, and the 
two men stood facing each other while the company looked on in tense 
silence.

For a few seconds they faced each other, then the bully stretched 
out his two great paws. Grasping the other’s collar with one hand 
and the seat of his trousers with the other, he tossed him through 
the open door into the street, and, having done so, he climbed on to 
the stool again and -finished his beer.

Properly told, that is quite a good tale. I got it out of a book, 
and I did my utmost to turn it into a ringing tale, but, try as I 
would, I could not.

Now here are two other tales which happen to be true, and you 
Wlj!  h°w inferior they are to the first.

During the last war when I was in France I was sent to Divisional 
Headquarters on a signalling course. It was supposed to be a refresher 
course for men who were already ^signallers, but actually I knew 
nothing about it, and I suspect it was a bit of favouritism on the 
part of my company commander to give me five or six weeks out of 
the trenches, which I appreciated accordingly. But that’s neither 
here nor there.
f  * was wa*king across the field which served as a football
,ela and parade ground, and at the other en3 there was a party 

(Continued in next column.)

T H E  B A N  ON R IN G IN G ,
QUESTIONING M.P.’s.

To the Editor.
Sir,—Mr. Smith’s letter in ‘ The Ringing World ’ of December 20tli 

reads like a 4 Haw Haw ’ broadcast talk—it is abusive without being 
constructive and written by a person who does not care to put his 
address. In it (as in the letter underneath it) the presence of argu­
ment is negligible.

If I made a guess, I don’t think I should be far wrong in saying 
that what Mr. Smith does not like about my letter is that it bears 
the wrong ‘ identity card,’ and was a case of ‘ sour grapes.’ There 
is no doubt by writing such a ‘ blitz ’ to your columns Mr. Smith 
thinks he has delivered a ‘ knock-out ’ blow, but the next time he 
tries such a move I ’ll advise him to fill his ‘ bombs ’ with something 
a little bit- different to wind.

I couid write at considerable length on his * letter,’ but there are 
one or two points I wish to make a few observations upon. One is, 
is Mr. Smith in favour of the ban or is lie against it?  If lie is in 
favour of it, then he lias no case and it is simply another instance 
of abusing the opposing attorney.

If he is, against it, he should know perfectly well that to write 
such a letter is just the way to create an impression that there is a 
split among the rank and file of the fraternity, and this is just what 
those in favour of the ban are looking for. After all, how does he 
know but that the Government and military authorities may come up 
against his letter, and perhaps even file it for reference to support 
their case at some future date! I have heard of this being done 
more than once.

Perhaps Mr. Smith takes the attitude that because it is. the Govern­
ment it is no use putting up a fight, but exactly the opposite should 
be thfe case if Mr. Smith respects the freedom we are supposed to 
be fighting for. Let me remind him that it is this attitude which 
lias led to the stalemate in politics which lias given the Government 
many of the dictatorial powers which they now possess. Laziness and 
indifference to the things of life which matter most is the true descrip­
tion of this principle. If Mr. Smith resents going into action he 
should not (if he disagrees with the ban) adopt a ‘ dog in the manger ’ 
attitude towards others doing so. After all, the vote is a precious 
thing, which our forefathers sacrificed many things to secure, and it 
should be used whenever possible. Far from resenting questions, I 
find a great many M.P.’s and others welcome them, and often express 
the wish that more people would take the trouble of using the oppor­
tunity when it is afforded. Personally, I fail to see what it matters 
whether the question is put collectively or personally so long as it is 
put to the fountain head (which is Parliament itself) and not.to any 
agents, and is supported by written views of a majority (as was 
done in .this case with material from ‘ The Ringing World ’ ), and 
that a strong case is made out.

A little initiative is worth more than all the officialdom in the 
world—and this latter phrase I would ask Mr. Smith and your other 
correspondent * to go to bed and sleep on it.’ P. AMOS.

Northampton._______________________________________________________

M O R E  A B O U T  R I N G E R S ’ T A L E S .
(Continued from previous column.) 

practising sending flag messages in morse. ^1 stopped to take down the 
message, and there in the village of Sailly Labourse, which, as every­
body knows, is on the high road between Bethune and Lens, I read 
to my surprise that someone (I forget his name) had pulled up Bow 
tenor in so many minutes.

Away in the distance one of Jerry’s balloons was up, and I  should 
like to know what his observers, who certainly read that message, 
made of it. No doubt it was referred to the intelligence department 
as a new code which had to foe solved.

The explanation, of course, was simple and even tame. I had had
* The Ringing World ’ sent out to me and dropped a copy, which the 
sergeant instructor picked up and used for his test message.

The other tale concerns something that happened not so long ago. 
I was walking on a Sunday morning with a very well known and 
distinguished ringer in a suburb of London where there are no bells. 
Presently I stopped and said, * I heard bells,’ but my companion 
said it was only a distant train and my imagination. So we walked 
on. I stopped again and said, ‘ I heard bells,’ but my companion 
said it was only somebody’s gramophone playing jazz dance music.

So we walked on. Again I stopped and this time we both thought 
we heard bells. * Somebody has got a gramophone and St. Mar­
garet’s, Westminster, record,* said my companion, and we walked 
across the road to listen near the house rtvhere the sound seemed to 
come from; but it was not there.

We walked down a couple of roads still hearing the noise and we 
turned a comer and then there was no doubt about it. It was bells 
all right and not only bells but change ringing, and not only change 
ringing but Stedman tinques, Stedman Cinques rung with a three ton 
tenor and rung as Stedman Cinques should be rung. And 'by all the 
laws of man and nature 110 Stedman Cinques should have been within 
miles of that place.

We followed the sound through several streets as it got louder and 
louder, and at last it led us to a small Roman Catholic church with a 
turret hardly big enough to hold a decent sized handbell. I should 
not say anything if they had rung Grandsire Doubles with a six 
hundredweight tenor, but Stedman Cinques from such a place! Now, 
I ask you, is it playing the game?
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DOUBLE LONDON COURT BOB.
AN OBSOLETE METHOD.

In records of early ringing we often come across accounts of peals 
of Court Bob Major and occasionally of Court Bob Royal, and doubts 
sometimes arise as to what method was actually rung. It is generally 
recognised that the peal of Royal rung at Norwich in 1769 was what 
we now call Double Norwich Court Bob, but as our correspondent, 
Mr. L. W. Bunce, pointed out, Barham’s band had already in 1765 
rung 6,720 changes of Court Bob Royal at Leeds. If that was Double 
Norwich, how could the Mancroft peal be the first in the method?

The explanation is as Mr. Borrett points out, that the two peals 
were not rung in the same method.

Double Court Bob Minor, or, as it was at first called, Court Bob 
Minor, was one of the earliest and most popular of six-bell methods. 
It deserved to be and it was natural that men should try and»extend 
it first to eight bells and -then to ten, as they had already done to 
Plain Bob and Oxford Treble Bob.

But then a difficulty arose. In theory there may be more than one 
correct way of extending either Plain and Treble Bob, but there is 
only one way which satisfies the practical requirements of the belfrv. 
That does not apply to Court B o d , and the men who tried to extend 
it to eight anS ten bells took different views of what are the essential 
things in the method.

William Porter and the Norwich men said in effect: The one im­
portant thing in Court Bob Minor js that the bell which the treble 
turns from the lead makes fourth’s and third’s places round the treble, 
and the bell which the treble turns from the back similarly makes 
the fourth’s and the third’s places counted from behind. We will 
reproduce this feature on the higher numbers and let the other bells 
fit their work to it. The London men took a different view. '  

MAJOR. ROYAL.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0
2 1 4 3 6 5 8 7  214,3 6 5 8 7 0 9
2 4 1 6 3 8 5 7  2 4 1 6 3 8 5 7 9 0
4 2 6 1 8 3 7 5  4 2 6 1 8 3 7 5 0 9
2 4 6 8 1 3 5 7  2 4 6 8 1 7 3 0 5 9
4 2 8 6 3 1 7 5  4 2 8 6 7 1 0 3 9 5
4 8 2 3 6 7 1 5  4 8 2 7 6 0 1 3 5 9
8 4 3 2 7 6 5 1  8 4 7 2 0 6 3 1 8 5
4 8 3 7 2 5 6 1  4 8 7 0 2 3 6 9 1 5
8 4 7 3 5 2 1 6  8 4 0 7 3 2 9 6 5 1
8 7 4 5 3 1 2 6  8 0 4 3 7 9 2 5 6 1
7 8 5 4 1 3 6 2  • 0 8 3 4 9 7 5 2 1 6
8 7 5 1 4 3 2 6  8 0 3 9 4 5 7 1 2 6
7 8 1 5 3 4 6 2  0 8 9 3 5 4 1 7 6 2
7 1 8 3 5 6 4 2  0 9 8 5 3 1 4 7 2 6  •
1 7 3 8 6 5 2 4  9 0 5 8 1 3 7 4 6 2
13  7 6 8 5 4 2  0 9 5 1 8 7 3 6 4 2

9 0 1 5 7 8 6 3 2 4  
9 1 0  7 5 6 8 3 4 2  

■ 1 9 7 0 6 5 3 8 2 4  
1 7 9 6 0 3 5 2 8 4

They said that the principal feature of Court Bob is that every bell 
dodges on the lead and behind, before and after leading and lying 
full, except when the treble intervenes; the bell that the treble turns 
from the front or from behind makes third’s place counted from the 
back and third’s place counted from the front continually, until it 
follows the treble to the front or to the back; elsewhere all the work 
is plain hunting.

Either of these plans will give an extension which appears to satisfy 
the requirements of the belfry, and we are not surprised that both 
had their advocates who maintained that their extension was the 
correct one. t

But the proof of the pudding is in the eating, and while the Norwich 
extension shewed itself to be one of the very best and most musical 
of methods, the London extension, although quite easy to ring, breaks 
up the tenors and makes it very difficult to get anything like a 
decent peal composition. It also has irregular lead ends, but the 
old ringers, though they preferred to have Bob Major lead ends, would 
not have condemned London Court because it lacks them if it had 
any compensating good qualities.

W TVN r y  M E M O R I A L  FUN D.
Amount previously acknowledged, £18. Further donations have been 

received from G. W. Cartmell, St. Albans. 10s.; W. H. Shuker, Man­
chester, 3s.; J. E. Davis, London, 2s. 6d . : J. Bullock, Dagenham. 
2s. 6d .; A. Walker, Birmingham. 5s.: J. Emery, Bromley, 2s.: F. 
Smith, Bushey, 2s. 6d . ; J. S. Goldsmith. Woking, 5s.; to "whom the 
thanks of the committee are tendered.—A. B. Peck.

B^LL ROPFS
MADE FROM ITALIAN HFMP. OR ITALIAN FLAX 
SOFT AND PT,TABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 year*. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM

TRANSPOSITION.
‘ MINORMANIA ’ EXPLAINS HOW IT IS DONE.

The letters from two correspondents, asking about transposition, 
have reminded me of the difficulty of an experienced ringer and con­
ductor with whom, years ago, I was discussing Minor ‘ splicing.’

He would rattle off lead ends and course ends galore, for quicker 
than I, but when the treble was no longer at lead, he went to pieces 
for some reason. He just could not see it.

One thing he did, with which I ^disagree, was to ignore the treble, 
and I think that this was his main trouble. I have noticed that the 
articles on proof, published recently, do this—not only when the treble 
is at lead, but also internally in the rows, and I think that the 
practice is most confusing. And, having scanned all of the articles, I 
am more convinced than ever of the necessity to example everything 
fully, as one goes along, if the matter is to be digested properly by 
those who really need it at all. Any subsequent enlargement is most 
likely never to be read, or, if read, to remain unconhected with the 
original problem of the reader.

However, that ringer and I got down to ‘ examples,' and the upshot 
was the publication of an article on transposition, with cards for the 
job, which might be worth repetition. It cannot be the same, since I 
write from memory while resting in a dug-out somewhere in a ! target 
area.’

When row (a) is ‘ transposed by ’ row (b), it means th is: The num­
bers in row (a) are read as bells, while those of row (b) are read as 
positions, and positions in two ivays. First, the positions visually 
obvious by tire numbers you read; and second, the positions they hold 
in the row, from left to right. Thus, row (a) 24316587 transposed by 
row (b) 47263581 means that 24316587 are bells in the (understood) 
positions of 1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc., respectively, while 47263581 each denote 
a position to which you look in row (a) ; and in that position you 
will find a bell̂  (in a), which must now go down to another order 
(from left to right) which is (again understood) 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 
5th, 6th, 7th, 8tli (in b). In other words, the ‘ understood ’ positions 
are ‘ rounds order,’ while the positions (denoted by b) for which you 
look (in a) are not in rounds order.

If you work strictly from left to right (from b) you will write 
(naturally, from left to right) what you find (in a) from the given 
positions (in b); thus: 24316587 x 47263581 =  18453672.

The Rector, in Miss Sayers’ story, ‘ The Nine
4 =  1 ................... Tailors,’ did not do it from left to right, but he
7 = .  8 ................ learnt his business from Troyte!
2 = . . 4 ............  And that is all there is in * forward ’ transposi-
6= . . . 5 . . . . tion. i.e., any row (a) by any row (b). But if it 
3 = . . . . 3 . . . is not clear, get three sets of cards numbered
5 = .............6 . . from ‘ 1 ’ to ‘ 8 ’ ; two sets of black and one set
8 = ................7 . of red. Put down one black set in * rounds order ’
1 = ................... 2 —12345678. Cover it up with the red set (a)

24316587. Put row (b) under, in black, 47263581. 
Now uncover the black above, one at a time and in no particular 
order, and cover the black below, but in strict order from left to 
right there, with the red cards. Take no notice o f the numbers on 
the red cards until the job is completed. What you want to do is to 
uncftver the black * 4 ’ above (which you cannot see) and bring down 
the red tard on to the black ‘ 4 ’ below. Then uncover the hidden 
‘ 7 ’ above, taking the red card to the ‘ 7 ’ below. And so on. You 
cannot see the black hidden cards, but the point is that you know 
where to find them, because they are in ‘ rounds order,’ hidden be­
neath row (a).

When you transpose ‘ backwards,’ as you do when finding the false 
course ends from two rows, it means this : You couple together the 
bells appearing one above another in two rows. You then pick the 
coupled pairs up (together), and put them down again in any order 
you may want.

When looking for false course ends, from the articles, you require 
to put the coupled pairs down in rounds order, either from the top 
row, the bottom row, or from both. Thus, from the top, using (a) 
and (b) again :—

2.4.3.1.6.5.8.7 1 , } 1.2.3.4.5.6.7.8
4.7.2.6.3.5.8.1 I becomes f 6 4.2.7.5.3.1.8

When the top row (a) bells are written in rounds order, each bell has 
carried its ‘ mate ’ along with it, and you get 64275318. This tells 
you that if 24316587 comes from 12345678, then 47263681 will come 
from 64275318. (I have, purposely, not exampled a lead end here, in 
order to show the general application of the principle.)

If you prick rounds from the bottom row, similarly, vou get this —
2.4.3.1.6.5.8.7 > , /  7.3.6.2.5.1.4.8
4.7.2.6.3.5.8.1 f becomes 11.2.3.4.5.6.7.8 

Which means a similar result to the above.
In other words, you ‘ read ’ rounds (in one row) and, ‘ find ’ (in 

the other row), as vou go along, those bells which are coupled to the 
rounds you are reading. And that’s all there is in ‘ backward ’ trans­
position .

If you cail transpose * forwards ’ by any row you like (as, of course, 
vou can do), it follows that you can transpose ‘ back * to what vou 
like. In the articles on proof you transpose back to rounds. But 
vou can. if you wish, halve the job by transposing back to 1243̂ .̂ 87 
by reversing certain of the instructions, as I  said when originally I 
criticised the articles. %*

(Continued on next p&ge^
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NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1 / 6 .

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d it o r ia l  
O ffic e  o f  * T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g , S u r r e y .

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  
MONDAY.

‘ The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

HERTS ASSOCIATION.— Watford District.— Meet­
ing at Guides’ Studio, Falconer Road, Bushey, Saturday, 
January 18th. Open from 2.30. Handbell practice and 
social chats. Tea arranged. All who are interested in 
ringing are welcome.— C. H. Horton, 53, Aldenham 
Road, Bushey.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.— Northern Branch, 
Gainsborough District.— The annual meeting will be held 
at Lea in the Institute on Saturday, January 18th. Busi­
ness meeting at' 6 p.m., followed by whist drive at 7 p.m. 
Refreshments, but bring your own sugar. Please come 
and bring your friends.— Geo. L. A. Lunn, Hon. Sec.

DONCASTER AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The an­
nual general meeting will be held in the Clergy House, 
Doncaster, on Saturday, January 18th, at 3 p.m. Hand­
bells available. Refreshments can be obtained from the 
canteen in the Memorial Hall.— Ernest Cooper, Hon. 
Sec., 6 , Grosvenor Crescent, Arksey, Doncaster.
'M ID LA N D  COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. —  Derby 

District.— The annual meeting will be held at St. Luke’s, 
Derby, on Saturday, January 18th. Handbells available
3 p.m. Business meeting for election of officers 4 p.m. 
Will all towers please send representatives? All ringers 
welcome.— W m . Lancaster, 83, Albert Road, Cha’ddes- 
den, Derby.

T R A N S P O S I T I O N .
(Continued from previous page.)

In the article of October 4th there were given some examples, where 
Uvo rows of opposite nature produced four different course ends. I 
do not think that the explanation was very clear as to how the 
‘ other two ’ come, but no matter. I am using them again to instance 
1 backward ’ transposition to something other than rounds.

Two rows were used (c), and, following the instruction, by trans­
posing lead heads by one, then lead ends by the other,

(c) we get two rows (d). I f  we then transpose back to 
21354768— rounds, by ‘ reading ’ rounds in the top row, we ‘  find ’ 
21573468+ in the bottom row, 16234578. And if we ‘ read ’ rounds

in the bottom' row, we ‘ find ’ in the .top row 13456278
(d) That is, the course ends Q and P, which are quoted- 

81647253 Now transpose ends by the one, and heads by the 
81537642 other of the rows (c), and we get two other rows with

the tenors in similar places (e). Transposing back to
(e) rounds (down and up), we get 15436378 and 14632578— 

71538264 the course ends E and S quoted.
71648532 Now alter the given rules thus: When rows are

opposite nature; transpose heads by both ; when like 
(f) nature, transpose heads by one and ends by the other

81647253 (just the opposite to the instructions of the articles). 
<1648532 You will arrive at one row from (d), and one row from 

(e), with tenors in like but opposite places (f). Then 
transpose back to 12436587 by ‘ reading’ that row in the top and 
you ’ find,’ in the bottom, 15426378. Next read in the bottom, and 
tind, in the top, 13456278, and you have course ends R  and P quoted 
in the article. If you are proving a peal only, you need go no 
farther, because S and Q are merely * reflections ’ o f R and P. But, 
“  you do want them for some reason, you can obtain them (and any 
“ '-hers similarly) by a sort of ‘ double transposition ’ thus: Read in R 
*154263) the position* occupied therein by rounds (123456). They are 
1-4 6.3.2.5, which is course end S. Read in P (134562) the positions 

rounds' therein. They are 1.6.2.3.4.5, which is course end Q.
If there are mistakes, I apologise. Conditions are difficult and I 

an‘ n°t able to take the usual care.
Here’s ‘ good transposing ’ to all! ‘ MINORMANIA.’

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TION.— Northern Branch.— Quarterly meeting at Stour­
bridge St. Thomas (D .V .), 3 p.m., Saturday, January 
18th. Service 4.15 p.m., followed by tea, business meet­
ing, handbell practice and social evening.— Bernard C. 
Ashford, Sec., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Leicester 
District.— The annual meeting will be held in Leicester on 
January 18th. Silent ringing on Cathedral bells if re­
quired, from 3.30 p.m. Tea and meeting at the Globe 
opposite the cathedral at 5 p.m.— H. W * Perkins, Hon. 
Dis. Sec., 53, Landseer Road, Leicester.

ANCIENT SOCIETY ' OF COLLEGE YOUTHS  
(Established 1637). —  The next meeting will be held at 
Holborn Viaduct Station Buffet on Saturday, Jan. 18th, 
at 2.30 p.m. —  A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., 1, Eversfield 
Road, Reigate.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Two meetings 
of the Guildford District will be held at the Royal Gram­
mar School, Guildford, at 3 p.m., on Saturday, January 
25th. The first a district meeting to receive nominations 
for officers; secondly, the annual district meeting. 
Neither service nor tea has yet been arranged. These 
arrangements depend entirely on the number and prompt­
ness of notifications.— G. L. Grover, Acting Hon. Sec., 
East Clandon, near Guildford.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Eastern District. —  
The annual district meeting will be held at Chelmsford 
on Saturday, Jan. 25th. Full details later. —  H. W .  
Shadrack, Hon. Dis. Sec., 48, Arbour Lane, Chelms­
ford.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. —  North­
ampton Branch.— The annual meeting will be held) at St. 
Peter’s on Saturday, Jan. 25th. Handbell ringing in 
the belfry from 3 p.m. Service 3.45 p.m., followred by 
tea and business meeting in Parish Room at 4.30 p.m. 
Names for tea by the 18th.— J. C. Dean, 4, Court Road, 
Northampton.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Dorchester 
Branch. —  The annual meeting will be held at Dor­
chester on Saturday, Jan. 25th. Handbells in St. 
Peter’s belfry from 3 p.m. Service at 4.30, followed by 
tea and meeting, at the cafe (opposite the church). 
Kindly inform me of the number for tea by Tuesday, 
21st inst.— C. H. Jennings, 59, Portland Road, Wyke- 
Regis, Weymouth.

YORKSH IRE ASSOCIATION.— The annual general 
meeting of the association will be held at the 
Leeds and County Conservative Club, South Parade, 
Leeds, on Saturday, Jan. 25th, at 3:30 p.m. A sub­
stantial meat tea will be served at 5 p.m., followed by a 
social evening, including handbell ringing until 8.30 
p.m., at an inclusive charge of 2s. 6d. per head. Names 
for tea must reach me not later than the first post on 
Tuesday, Jan. 21st. Reports will be available at this 
meeting.— L. W . G. Morris, Gen. Sec., 65, Lilycroft 
Road, Heaton, Bradford.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.— Welling­
borough Branch.— The annual meeting will be held (d . v . )  

at Irthlingborough on Saturday, Feb. 8th. Mr. R. 
Richardson will, if possible, be presejit with films. Please 
bring wives and sweethearts, but send names for tea  to
A. Bigley, Hon. Branch Sec., 30, Allen Road, Irth­
lingborough.
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  F R E E , 

f r o m  th e  
R e v. E . S . P O W E L L , S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

B. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-BeU Treble

Dominated Methods) .............................................................. 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) ......................... ........................................ 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ............... ................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B............................. 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .... 1 a
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples .... ... 3

Cambridge Surprise Major .................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major .................  ... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ........................................ 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Idition) ..............................".....................................• ................;. 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

* ROPE-SIGHT,’ I s . lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,* Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages. 
‘ SURPRISE METHODS,' 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from 
Miss MARGARET E, SNOWDON 
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s t o n ,  L a n o s

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRAND SIRE DO U BLES AND TR IP LE S, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6|d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roc and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB M INOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAM BRIDGE M INOR AN D M AJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7$d. each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire. 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64dp., 

t / 2  (6 copies for 6 /-).
O b tain able  on ly  p o st fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. S . POWELL, 

________  E ta v erto n ' V loarage, neap D aventry.

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED ra n  EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
Eat. 1 8 2 0  — Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd .
LO UG HBOROUGH

O raer yo u r Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rices  In crea se , 
p r e -w a r  q u ality , and sen d  us y o u r  old  Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst n o t in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND g s & ,  to Solid Silver

Diameter 2iin 2iin, 8iia. 3iin. 4in. 4Jin. 51n. Win. 
Prloe 1 8 /8  2 2 /8  28/8 3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /8  8 7 /8  7 8 ,8

The 5in. size is also made to hold 60 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E . R U S S E L L  and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SM IT H  o f  DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

John Sm ith  & S o n s, M idland C lock  W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

H ead Office and  W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 8 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor bv the Woodbridee Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolla House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildisfs, London, 1.0.4.
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GILLETT & 
JOHNSTON Ltd

CROYDON

Founders of the 
H E A V I E S T  B E L L S  

Cast in England 
and the recast BOW BELLS

Just Completed—

ST. M AR G A R ET’S, W ESTM IN STER

A.R.P. H AN D BELLS  
W ARNING and FIRE BELLS

for W orks, Schools, Institutions

E LE C TR IC  M ECHANISM
For a Tow er Bell 

as AIR RAID W ARNING

Tel. Thornton Heath 3221

THE NAME OF SNOWDON.
There are in every generation names which stand out 

in the Exercise in striking relief, names which will live 
in the history of ringing and hold an abiding place be­
cause of the contribution which in life these men made to 
the progress of the art. This applies equally to those of t 
a generation still remembered by ringers of to-day as to 
the famous men of other centuries. Names of this kind 
are recalled from time to time by some passing event, 
and we are reminded to-day of the name of Snowdon by 
the death of the last of her generation, Mrs. Laura 
Snowdon, widow of one who served the Yorkshire Asso­
ciation and the Exercise at large in a measure which 
few men have done. He carried on the work of which 
his brother Jasper had so securely laid the foundations, 
and behind the scenes was helped by his wife, who not 
only ably assisted him as a . ‘ proof reader ’ when new 
or revised books were in the press, but after his death 
continued the publication of the Snowdon series— books 
which have had, for over sixty years, an important share 
in popularising and developing scientific change ringing.

The part which has been played by the men who have 
substantially contributed to the advancement of ringing, 
by the books they have written and published, is perhaps 
not always fully appreciated. Beginning with Richard 
Duckworth, who wrote ‘ Tintinnalogia,’ published by 
Stedman in 1668, there have appeared men who were 
ready to impart their knowledge to the Exercise through 
the printed word. During nearly three centuries these 
courageous men, inspired by a love of the art, have de­
voted their time and talents to preparing and publishing 
textbooks which have brought the art along, stage by 
stage, to its present high level. They were courageous 
because they had to risk financial loss. In the early days 
this risk must have been considerable, for the field of 
circulation was extremely limited, but as each succeeding 
author has come upon the scene, he has found encourage­
ment through the grouni being better prepared and his 
public larger than his predecessor’s.

It was Jasper Snowdon, however, who really popu­
larised the ringing textbook, and he did it by a new 
principle. Up to his time all ringing books had tried to 
cover the entire field of at least the most practised 
methods, and some of them printed as much as could be 
compressed into one volume about all that was known. 
Snowdon broke away from this tradition, and the scheme 
which he conceived was for a series of books, each deal­
ing exclusively with one method. He only departed from 
this in that very popular book, ‘ Standard Methods,’ in 

(Continued 011 p«ge 38.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
fESTABLrSH ED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOW ER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Mahers o f  many of the largest and most important Clocks 

in the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R ESTO R ED .

■THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e r s , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e & d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration.

45/-
7/6
41-

gct. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  
H A L L  M A R K E D  S IL V E R  
G IL T  O R W H IT E  M E T A L  

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, S K £ * “
Exact sue 6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

M ETHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
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which, however, he made another innovation by including 
diagrams. And here, by the way, he introduced a plan 
which has served the Exercise better than he knew. 
These diagrams were included to illustrate his letter­
press. To-day, at any rate among advanced ringers, 
the letterpress, and even the figures, have become un­
necessary. The diagram is all that matters to the man 
who wants to learn a method just sufficiently to ring it. 
Snowdon’s work, in a way,"was a revolution in ringing 
textbooks, both in style and in instructional value and, 
as far as they go, they may still be considered the 
standard works.

But Jasper Snowdon did not live to complete the task 
he set himself. His comparatively early death left a 
large part of his work undone. That were tragedy 
enough, but it might have ended with his passing. For­
tunately, however, for the good of ringing, his brother 
William was prompted to take up the task, and with the 
help of the Rev. C. D. P. Davies he finished what Jasper 
had begun. He undertook responsibility for the pub­
lication of the concluding books of the series, revised and 
issued new editions as they became necessary, and for 
thirty years provided the Exercise with its greatest need 
in the way of instructional literature. The broad founda­
tions of modern ringing knowledge can be said to lie in 
the books of the Snowdon series, and they still form the 
vade-mecum of the average ringer. The extent to which 
the Exercise is indebted to the family of Snowdon is im­
measurable, and in the gentle, lady who has now passed 
to her rest the last member of the’ family of that genera­
tion has gone from us, and a link has been broken with 
the days when the first appearance of these then novel 
textbooks was something of a sensation among ringers. 
But the work of that generation remains and will go on 
in the future providing young ringers with the best and 
surest material upon which to base their practical know­
ledge of the art. The Snowdon books have always 
moved with the times. Every new edition has been revised, 
and now, to meet the modern trend, some of them have 
been entirely rewritten. But they bear the stamp of the 
house of Snowdon, a hall-mark that makes them still the 
most useful and valuable aid to his education that the 
young ringer can possess.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
AN ACCOUNTS DIFFICULTY IN S.W. DIVISION.

The South-Western Division of the Essex Association held its annual 
meeting at Wanstead on Saturday, January 4th. Unfortunately, 
owing to the difficulties of travelling and the black-out, only a few 
members attended.

The meeting was presided over by Mr. J. Chalk, who was re-elected 
District Master for the coming year.

Owing to the secretary, Mr. J. H. Crampion, being in H.M Forces, 
Ins wife was elected secretary pro tem.

Unfortunately, no accounts could be submitted at the meeting 
owing to the fact that the books and accounts had not been returned 
from the auditors, who had had them since January of last year in 
spite of repeated requests for their return.

It was proposed that the secretary should write a letter of protest 
to the secretary of the association with regard to this matter.

A vote of thanks was given to Mr. J. Chalk for the work he had 
done during the year, and also to Mr. J. H. Crampion for having 
made it a record year as regards new members. It was hoped that 
he would return safely to carry on the good work.

It was proposed that Mr. A. Prior and Mr. G. Dawson be elected 
to attend the committee meeting of the association for the coming 
year on behalf of the district.

The Master said that since the last meeting two most loyal mem­
bers of the district, Mr. G. Lucas, of Walthamstow, and Mr S. 
Bingham, of Rayleigh, had passed away.

The meeting was brought to a close with one or two touches of 
Grandsire and Plain Bob rung on handbells.
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ST. PETER MANCROFT, NORWICH.
CONCERNING T W O  TENORS.

BY CHARLES E. BORRETT.
The order given by the churchwardens of St. Peter Mancroft, 

Norwich, to Messrs. Pack and Chapman, of Whitechapel, in the year , 
1775, for a new ring of twelve, specified the tenor was to be 38 cwt., 
but she came out of the mould 41 cwt. 4 lb. This is the weight given 
in the church records, and there is little doubt of its correctness, for 
when th<? bells were delivered at the church the tenor was hauled to 
the Hay House on Hey Hill, adjoining the south side of the church­
yard, and weighed.

For this job the churchwardens stood sixteen shillings wotfth of ale 
to the ringers and carters, and as the month was May, it is probable 
the spring of 1775 was warm and dry!

The bells were conveyed from the Thames to Great Yarmouth by 
water, and were then transhipped to a ‘ wherry ’ (a Norfolk river 
trading vessel) for the -journey up the river to Norwich, and were 
finally unloaded under the tower on May 25th.

The tenor was broken early in 1814 through the clapper wearing 
loose, the flight catching the frame and knocking off the lip a piece 
of metal the size of a man’s hand, causing a crack in her side 
18 inches long.

Thomas Mears was now at the Whitechapel foundry, and on July 
30th, 1814, we read he had ‘ contracted with St. Peter’s parish to 
take their fractured great bell in exchange, and to send down a new 
tenor for £ 110, exclusive of carriage and hanging.'

THE NEW BELL.
The new bell arrived in December, and for some unaccountable 

reason her weight was put at precisely the same as the broken one—
41 cwt. 4 lb. I t  is hardly credible that both should be the same to 
a pound, but, at any rate, it passed muster for 90 years. In 1904, 
however, a packet- of letters, from Thomas Mears to the church­
wardens, were found in an old vestment chest in the treasury room 
beneath the sacristy, and they rather upset previous calculations. 
They tell us the new bell was not recast from the metal of the old 
one, and they describe some of the difficulties of transport in the 
* good old days,’ and lastly they give the weight as 43 cwt. 1 qr. 18 lb., 
and in another letter appears, ‘ Freight, 43 cwt. at 2s. per cwt.’

In passing, I may say that when she was weighed at Loughborough 
in 1924, her weight was 40 cwt. 2 qr. 21 lb. before tuning and removal 
of cannons. So she had evidently practised ‘ slimming ’ !

I think these letters written by Thomas Mears 127 years ago may 
be of interest to some, and so here they are :—

November 10th, 1814.
* You have no doubt- been in expectation of hearing of the Bell 

which has been ready since last week, the reason of the delay is that 
none of the Yarmouth Vessells that I have been able to find have 
a hatchway wide enough to talce it in, and they are not willing to 
take it on Deck, therefore I am at present at a loss to know^wliat 
to do to forward it, but I have been to Mr. Marsh, of the Four 
Swans, who says he will take it down at 8 shillings p. cwt., which 
will not exceed a great deal, the Wharfage, Freight, loading at 
Yarmouth and Insurance, but you are no doubt acquainted with Mr. 
Marsh, and probably may be able to> make a better agreement with 
him than I can. I have been calculating as near as I can the 
expense by water, which from what I can learn will be nearly as 
follows: Cartage and wharfage in London, it being a heavy article 
they will charge more than for the usual sort of goods, £1 10s., 
Freight I am informed to Yarmouth, 43 cwt. at 2s. per cwt., £4 6s., 
Insurance £5 5s. The expense of unloading at Yarmouth and loading 
in the Norwich Vessel!, with again unloading at Norwich and con­
veyance to the church, I am at a loss to state, but probably will 
amount to the difference between the before-stated expense and land 
carriage. You will please to favour me with a line to give me your 
wishes and directions in this business, which shall be attended to 
immediately.* '  #

* P.S.—The old bell may be broken and put into casks so that it 
may come by water to save expense.’

A HITCH IN SHIPMENT.
November, 1814.

‘ In reply to your favour, I went to Svmon’s Wharf on receipt 
of your letter, and they had not a vessel that could fake it till this 
day. It was sent in order to be ship’d  on Board the Thames, Captn. 
Nicholls, when it arrived at the wharf'the wharfinger said he could 
not permit him to take it, tho* he had previously fix’d with my 
man to take it in, but during: the time I was talking with him an­
other captn of a Yarmouth Vessell came and said he would take it 
if he would allow it to be taken out of the waggon and put on a 
truck so that it might stand by till he loaded his vessell, which he 
consented to, in doing of which an accident happened, their chain 
of the crane broke after it raised the bell about 6 inches, and fell 
into the wageon, but fortunately without doing the bell* any damage, 
he then would not permit of another crane to dc tried and compelled 
me to bring it back to Whitechapel, as he would not take any charge 
of it, it is now safe in my yard. I  have now no other chance than 
to try the Custom House vessells which hitherto have not been able 
to take it down their Hatchways, or send it by the waggon. I shall 
wait till I have tried all means of sending it by water.*

(Continued in next column.)

CHECKING A PEAL OUTSIDE THE TOWER.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The following is a copy of an .entry taken from the 
original Manuscript Book of the late John Alfred Parnell, the noted 
Gothic Traveller of Sheffield:— .

‘ On Tuesday June 25th, 1811, the Society of Saint Peters Inde­
pendent Youths of Sheffield was Invited to the Opening of the 
two new Treble Bells, added to the old Peal of Six to make them 
a Ring of Eight at Saiiit John’s Church, village of Staveley in 
D e rb y s h ir e , w h en  th e y  p e r fo r m e d  o n  th e m  a  M u s ica l t r u e  a n d  
Intricate Peal of Oxford Treble Bob Major — containing 5,280 
Changes—which was Boldly Struck and nobly brought Round in 
3 Hours and 10 Minutes by the 8 undermentioned Change Ringing 
A r t is ts  v iz . i—

Treble Mr. James Dovey, of Stourbridge in Worcestershire.
2 Mr. Thomas Arrundell, pf_.Rotherham, Yorkshire,
3 Mr. Joseph Grayson, of Sheffield, Yorkshire,
4 Mr. William Hudson, of Sheffield, Yorkshire.

’ 5 Mr. William Booth, of Sheffield, Yorkshire.
6 Mr. Samuel Shirt, from Sheffield, Yorkshire.
7 Mr. William Rowin, of Sheffield in Yorkshire.

Tenor Mr. Samuel Lawrence, of Shifnall, Shropshire.
The Conductor of the Peal—Mr. Samuel Lawrence, of Shifnall. 

Weight of the Tenor, 30 cwt. net Bell Metal in the Key of F.
On Monday the 24th June 1811, was the first Opening Day and 

the Joint Band of Wakefield and Leeds joint Company Rung a 
Peal of Oxford Treble Bob Major composed of 5,184 changes.

The Sheffield Youths took down their Peal when Ringing and 
do pronounce it to be a false one.’

Here is evidence that even as long as 129 years ago some ringers 
were able to take down a peal outside the tower.

Apparently there was some friendly local rivalry at this time, and 
the Sheffield Independent Youths by their gift of checking the peal 
on the actual opening day and pronouncing it false, were able to 6core 
the first true peal on the following day. SIDNEY F. PALMER,

Sheffield.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
ENJOY PUDSEY HOSPITALITY.

In order to avoid clashing with the general meeting of the York, 
shire Association, the January meeting of the Leeds and District 
Society was held on the 11th instead of, as usual, on the last Satur­
day of the month.

A room was reserved at the Pudsey headquarters and handbells 
were kept going from 2.30 to 4.30 p.m., when tea was served with 
the usual Pudsey generosity. , At the business meeting, owing to the 
absence of the president, Canon Marshall was voted to the chair.

The vote of thanks to the Pudsey company was proposed by Mr. 
L. W. G. Morris and seconded by Miss L. K. Bowling. In putting 
tlie vote to the meeting, the Chairman said that it was amazing how 
the Pudsey company managed to live up to their reputation with 
such generous hospitality, and he would like to know how it was done.

Mr. Barton, acknowledging the vote, said that no answer would be 
given to Canon Marshall’s question, and, continuing, he compared 
the present meeting with some before the war, when the tower had 
been full by 3.30 p.m. In conclusion, he reminded those present of 
the Pudsey motto, * The more the merrier,’ and hoped that next year 
would see the old conditions prevailing.

The next meeting will be held at Liversedge on February 22nd, and 
due notice will be given in ‘ The Ringing World.’____________________

ST, P E T E R  M A N C R O F T  T E N O R S .
(Continued from previous column.)

December 3rd, 1814.
1 I beg to inform you that the bell was this day shipp’d on board 

the Hannah (Capt. Butcher) for Yarmouth, which I hope will arrive 
safe and give satisfaction. My man will be with you next week to 
hane it. I have insured it according to Mr. Back’s directions.’ 

e . January 18th, 1815.
* Your favour came duly to hand, and I should have answered by 

return of post, but was from home. In reply to yours, I am quite 
ready to sanction the estimate for re-hanging the eleven bells accord­
ing* to the particulars given by Ansell, and also the money v.u  have 
been so kind to advance, with any future sum you should please to 
let him have, shall be placed to the credit of the account. The new 
tenor weighed 43 cwt. 1 qr. 18 lbs. The old metal I received this 
morning, which is not unpacked. I hope the bell Vill give satisfaction.’

The new tenor was ‘ opened ’ on Saturday, February 25th, 1815, 
and to round off the story, there was another little item for ale 
supplied to Ansell, the bellhanger, and Mr. Trowse, a ringer, who 
helped him, which the churchwardens duly settled.___________________
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CHURCH BELLS OF LONDON.
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY PEALS AT  

ST. M AR TIN ’S-IN-TH E-FI ELDS.
B y J . A r m ig e r  T r o l l o p e .

On Thursday, March y th , on the twelve bells at 
St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields, the London Scholars ac­
complished ‘ the first compleat peal of Six Thousand 
Cinques.’ They started at one o ’clock and finished at 
6.30, which, if the times are correct, was slow ringing, 
at a rate of nearly four hours and a half for a five-thou­
sand. Probably the timing was only approximate; the 
board says nothing about it.

Next day the College Youths ‘ held it 5 hours and a 
quarter. ’ They rang 6,314 changes of Cinques, the 
longest that had been rung at the time, and as ‘ it was 
allowed to be the finest yet known of that nature,’ pre­
sumably they won the match. But the others were well 
satisfied with themselves, and erected a large and costly 
frame in the belfry to commemorate their performance. 
They seem to have had more money than their rivals for 
that sort of thing.

The board still exists and is one of the very scanty 
sources of information about the London Scholars. Of 
the band only one is more than just a name. William 
Underwood, the ringer of the second, was one of the 
most prominent of London ringers, an± he lfcft a son 
called by the same name, who afterwards was for a time 
the leading man among the College Youths.

The College Youths’ peal was conducted by Benjamin 
Annable, and the band included Robert Catlin, William 
Laughton, Peter Merrygarts and John Trenell.

Both companies had to put two men to the tenor, and 
six months later one of the gudgeons broke during the 
ringing and the bell came down with a crash. The 
scared ringers left their flying ropes and ran to the win­
dows, but the bell lodged in the pit, and no further 
damage was done.

The first peal of Maximus in the steeple was one 
of Plain Bob, consisting of, 5,280 changes, rung on 
May 8th, 17 3 1 , by the College Youths. Annable did 
not conduct, and was not even in the band. John Cun- 
dell called the bobs, and the party included some who 
were, like Cundell himself, rather jealous of Annable’s 
supremacy in the society, or were offended by his sharp 
tongue and dictatorial manner. William Jackson, who 
composed the first peal the College Youths had ever 
achieved, but had been far overshadowed as a composer 
by Annable and had since stood out of every peal band, 
rang the seventh to the Maximus. Robert Catlin rang 
the second, and he did not again stand in a peal with 
Annable. William Laughton and John Hayward were 
also included.

The Eastern Scholars rang 5,600 changes of Grand­
sire Caters in 1734 , with Philemon Mainwaring as con­
ductor, and the Union Scholars 5,040 changes of Bob 
Royal with John Denmead as conductor.

A fortnight after this last performance a very interest­
ing peal was rung in the steeple, on the front eight bells. 
This was ‘ the first Compleat Peal of 5,040 Grandsr 
Trebles. Prickt and call, by Jn. -Denmead.’

The figures of the composition are not given in the 
peal book and we cannot be sure what was rung, but 
there was a very old traditional peal on the Bob and 
Single plan which was printed in the 4 Clavis ’ and was

sometimes ascribed to John Holt. It was not by Holt, 
but it very likely came from the Union Scholars, of 
which society both Holt and-Denmead were members. 
There is at least a likelihood that this was the peal rung 
at St. Martin’s, and, if so, with the possible exception of 
one at Cambridge in 1734 , it would be the first true peal 
of Grandsire Triples rung with ordinary bobs and singles.

Two years later, John Denmead ‘ prickt and call’d ’ ' 
another seven-bell peal, and the Union Scholars again 
rang it on the front eight. This was ‘ 5,040 Bob Major 
Trebles, containing the Treble Leads and Bobs of ye 
compleat Peal of 40,320 Bob Major Eight-in.’

If we take an extent of Bob Major and write out the 
back and hand changes when the treble is leading we 
shall have the 5,040 changes on 2345678 in such a form 
that they can be rung to a peal. Nowadays it would be 
called a peal of Original Triples, but the bobs were made 
on the front three bells.

John Holt called three peals for the Union Scholars at 
St. Martin’s— Bob Major in 1748, Bob Triples in 1749 , 
and Grandsire Caters in 17 5 1 . The first two, like the 
other eight-bell peals, were rung on the small octave, 
which shows that the hanging of the bells was not too 
good.

When the Society of College Youths split into two 
companies after the death of Annable in 1756 , the older 
branch left St. Bride’s and the meeting place at ‘ The 
Barley Mow ’ and betook themselves to St. Martin’s. 
They held their meetings at ‘ The Barn ’ in St. Martin’s 
Lane, a, house which was pulled down when Trafalgar 
Square was laid out. They did little peal ringing, and 
St. Martin’s does not again figure in the records until 
17 71, when a peal of Real Double Bob Maximus was 
rung ‘ with as many bobs before as behind.’ It was tl?e 
first of its kind, but there is little doubt from what is 
said in the ‘ Clavis ’ that it was false.

It was thirteen years before the next peal was rung in 
the steeple. This was 5,080 changes of Grandsire 
Cinques on November 13th, 1784, by the ‘ junior ’ 
Society of College Youths.

Following the example of Edward Osborn, I call them 
the ‘ junior ’ society to distinguish them from the ancient 
Society of College Youths, but they called themselves 
and everybody at the time knew them as the Society of 
College Youths without qualification of any kind. The 
word ‘ ancient ’ as applied to the older branch was not a 
part of the title, but only an ordinary adjective meaning 
‘ old.’

Robert Pye Donkin was the conductor of the Grandsire 
Cinques, and the band was made up of some of the best 
and most famous men in the history of the London ring­
ing Exercise— Winstanley Richardson, William Lyford, 
Robert Pye Donkin, William Wilson, James Worster, 
Israel Johnson, George Scarsbrook, Stapley Blandford, 
Thomas Verren, John Povey, John Lyford and Philip 
Pilgrim.

At that time the ancient society was enjoying a brief 
period of activity and brilliance before its final dissolu­
tion three years later, and two months after their rivals’ 
Cinques on January 6th, 1785 , the company rang the 
first peal of Oxford Treble Bob Maximus on the bells.

The band was equal in all respects to the other, and 
included in it are such famous names as John Reeves, 
Christopher' Wells, Thomas Blakemore, Richard Moore, 
John Inville, Nathaniel Williamson and George Harris.
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Blakemore was the conductor, and he and Reeves at 
the time were assisting William Jones with the compila­
tion of the ‘ Clavis.’ Wells, by his investigations into 
the proof of peals of Treble Bob Major, did the whole 
Exercise a lasting service. George Harris was one of 
the very select number of men who turned a 50 cwt. 
tenor into more than six thousand changes of Maximus.

The number of changes as given in the peal book was 
5 , 113 , but that we may be pretty sure was the writer’s 
error.

The dissolution of the ancient society was mainly due 
to a quarrel between John Reefes and Thomas Blake­
more over the calling of the first peal of Stedman Caters. 
The upshot was that Reeves went to the Cumberlands 
and Blakemore and the majority of the other members 
threw in their lot with the ‘ junior ’ company. The 
latter now left St. Bride’s and ‘ The Barley Mow ’ in 
Salisbury Court and migrated to St. Martin’s and ‘ The 
Barn,’ which remained the headquarters of the Society 
of College Youths for nearly forty years, when it was 
transferred to ‘ The King’s Head ’ at Southwark.

The reunited society practised Stedman Cinques which, 
until a few years before, had been rung nowhere except 
in Norwich.

On October 6th, 1788, at St. Martin’s, Thomas Blake­
more called the first peal ever ;achieved in the method. 
The number of changes was 6 ,206. Jasper Snowdon, in 
his account of the method, suggested that this number 
was chosen because it would take a lot of beating and so 
stand as the record for a long time. '"This seemed a good 
reason, and in my book on Stedman I reproduced the 
statement. It was only after the book was printed that

I noticed the real truth of the matter. 6,206 changes of 
Cinques is the same composition as 5,184  changes of 
Caters. Not much was known at the time about Sted­
man composition, and Blakemore evidently played for 
safety by calling one of the peals of Caters from the 
‘ Clavis.’

The band, in addition to Blakemore, included some of 
the most skilful men from both the old companies—  
Donkin,- Povey, Wells, Worster, Inville, Williamson, 
William Lyford, Edmund Sylvester, and Philip Pilgrim. 
Two were comparatively new men, James Hammett, who 
lived in Hungerford Market, and Samuel Lawrence, from 
Shifnal, in Shropshire.

When Lawrence returned home, he took Stedman with 
him and introduced it to the Birmingham men who, ever 
since, have been almost the leading exponents of the 
method.

At St. Martin’s in 1792, Blakemore called another peal 
of Stedmain Cinques for the College Youths, this time 
5,088 changes, and in 1797 he called the first peal of 
Grandsire Cinques ever brought round at hand. The 
plan adopted was to let 89 lie still at the go-off and to 
use the traditional Cater way of bringing the bells round.

There was a good deal to be said in favour of this 
plan. It put the bells at once into the tittums with the 
8th behind the nth, and it saved the long and risky 
coming home course. The departure from the strict 
method was, in the eyes of the men of the time, no worse 
than the use of a single.

The last peal on the bells during the eighteenth century 
was also Grandsire Cinques. John Noonan called it, and 
the band belonged to the Junior Society of Cumberland 
Youths.

John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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BELFRY GOSSIP.
We understand that the bells of St. Mary*6, Southampton, which 

was gutted in a recent raid, have been destroyed and the sixth melted 
in the fire.

Fofty-five churches in the Liverpool Diocese have been damaged by 
enemy action, and it is reported that part of the east end of the 
Cathedral will have to be rebuilt.

On January 20th, 1854, William Cooter rang 3-4, and called the 
first true double-handed peal of Stedman Triples. The honour thus 
went to the College Youths, for the previous peal by the Cumberlands 
was false through Cox changing his hands for part of a course.

On Sunday morning, January 12th, at Kington Magna Church, 
thanksgiving was offered for the victory of the British forces in 
Libya. At the conclusion of the National Anthem handbells were 
rung in rounds and qet- changes with eight blows of firing.

The Guildford District of ih e  Guildford Diocesan Guild is to hold 
t wo meetings toynorrow. Tras is to put in order the proceedings of 
the annual district meeting, which has, under the rules, to be pre­
ceded by a meeting at which the nomination of officers has to take 
place. Only a legal mind would have thought of this.
. The first peal of Double Norwich Court Bob Maximus was rung at 
St. Peter’s, Mancroft, Nonvich, on January 20th, 1817. Mr. C. E. 
Borrett has referred to this in his recent interesting articles.

The Cambridge Youths ran^ 6,600 changes of Bob Maximus on 
January 21st, 1788. This remains the record for the method.

An unusual peai was performed at Shifnal in Worcestershire on 
January 23rd, 1844, when the local men rang 5,040 changes of Treble 
Bob Triples To get a true composition, the two variations, Oxford 
and Kent, were mixed.

Two long peals, both false in composition, were rung on January 
25th, 1842. One was 8,105 Stedman Caters at Painswick, the other 
8,081 Grandsire Caters at Stroud.

Elijah Roberts, who distinguished himself by tapping some extra­
ordinary peals on handbells, committed suicide at Liverpool on 
January 26th, 1865. Among his performances were 7,536 Kent Treble 
Bob Maximus, 5,016 Stedman Cinques, and 19,440 Treble Twelve. 
Most of his peals were rung in the presence of competent witnesses.

An early long peal, 10,080 changes of Bob Major, was rung at 
Fulham on January 26th, 1735, by the Fulhapa Youths.

Fifty years ago to-day nine peals were rung. They consisted of 
Grandsire Triples 1, Caters 1 , Stedman Triples 1, Bob Major 3, Kent 
Treble Bob Major 2, and Oxford Treble Bob Major 1.

T H E  F U N E R A L  B E L L .
A WEST COUNTRY USAGE.

To the Editor.
Sir,—In the very interesting discussion on the subject of the death 

knell that occupied your columns for many weeks, I do not think 
that any of your correspondents mentioned one usage traditional in 
some parishes, namely, that of chiming each of the bells in turn at 
a fixed hour in the morning, when a funeral is to take place later 
in the day. It has never been the custom in my own village of 
Kington Magna, but in the neighbouring parish of Marnhull—Hardy’s 
‘ Marlott*’—the practice is still maintained.

The Rector interprets it as welcoming home the deceased to his 
parish church for the last time. I surmise that it originated in the 
Requiem Mass held before a burial. I have heard the same done at 
Wedmore. and in the island of Cyprus a similar practice obtains both 
in the Latin and Eastern Orthodox Churches, each bell being chimed 
three strokes at a time. Mr. Trollope’s researches may throw some 
further light on this tradition. F. LI. EDWARDS.

P.S.—Now that even the Archbishop has failed to obtain leave for 
ringing, it may interest you to know that I made ineffectual appeals 
to the Prime Minister, Mr. Duff Cooper, the Ministry of Home 
Security and the War Office! The Ministry of Home Security did 
take the trouble to forward my letter to the War Office, but that 
authority proved obdurate.

NORTH STAFFS ASSOCIATION.
CLAPPERLESS BELLS PROVIDE PRACTICE.

A meeting of the North Staffordshire Association was held at 
Newcastle-under-Lyme on Saturday, January 11th, a few members 
being present from Stoke, Burslem, Longton, Hanley and Newcastle. 
Handbells were used and also the tower bells (six without the clap­
pers). Stedman Doubles and Bob Minor were practised in the 
afternoon.

A splendid tea was kindly provided bv the Newcastle ringers, and 
a vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. N. Sargeant (Hanley) to the 
Reotor of Newcastle for the use of the bells and for the welcome 
extended to the visiting ringers.—This was seconded by Mr. E. Steele 
(Longton). •

After tea, handbells were again used, and on the tower bells 720 
Bob Minor was brought round and brought a happy gathering to a 
close.

The next meeting will be held on February 1st at Longton, where 
there will be seven bells for use without clappers.
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THE COLLEGE YOUTHS.
PROPERTY LOST IN LONDON FIRE. 

Dam aged Books Salvaged.
The College Youths now know the worst about the property which 

was deposited at The Coffee Pot on the night that the fire raid was 
made on London. A number of things have been irretrievably lost 
and the rest damaged, for even the contents of the safes did not 
escape. The details of the loss were given to the members at a meet­
ing held on Saturday at the Holborn Viaduct Station Restaurant. 
The hon. treasurer (Mr. A. A. Hughes) had spent much time in the 
work of salvage and visited the site three times. On the second 
occasion, in company with Messrs. Charrington’s representative, he 
salvaged the contents of the small old safe, which was not fireproof. 
The greater part of the contents had been destroyed. A few scorched 
minute books were saved, but all the rest was useless. The safe, 
falling from the first floor into the cellar, had been burst open.

On the third visit the smaller fireproof safe was removed and had 
to be cut open. The greater part of the contents had been destroyed. 
The larger safe was opened after much trouble, and all the property 
inside was found to be much damaged.

Of the property saved, the ‘ pence box ’ was found only slightly 
scorched. It contained £1 6s. 5d. in coins that were much discoloured.

The mace stand and gavel were scorched, but repairable. The silver 
cup, presented by Mr. E. H. Lewis on the occasion of the tercentenary, 
was quite sound, but will need cleaning and regildinff.

The two tercentenary record books were both badly damaged and 
the covers and binding ruined. The pages, however, can be cleaned 
and re-bound. The letter book was not much damaged, and the old 
name book, restored by Mr. E. A. Young, had the cover damaged, 
but the book is readable. The framed print of Canon Ellacombe 
needs reglazing, and the late M. A. Wooa’s peal book was found in 
fair condition with cover damaged.

Composition book, ‘ Campanalogia,’ and five minute books all had 
covers badly damaged, but the printing is quite readable.

The small peal book, containing a list of bills and inventory 1755- 
1792, had the cover damaged, and the covers of the two photo albums 
have been rendered useless. The audit book was scorched but read­
able, although the cover is useless, while the pages of the Pettit testi­
monial were intact, but the cover useless.

The three sets of handbells, the cup bells, muffles, gramophone 
records, older minute books, membership certificates, ancient vase and 
all other books were destroyed. •

This, of course, is a sorry tale, but it is gratifying that some at 
least of the property can be restored. Such as was salved is now 
stored in a vaulted cellar at the Whitechapel Foundry.

The nine members ^present at the meeting expressed their apprecia­
tion and gratitude to the hon. treasurer for the great pains lie had 
taken over the salvage of the property. A letter from the proprietress 
of the Coffee Pot was read, in which it was stated that the brewers 
liad promised her a house in the vicinity of St. Paul’s and expressing 
the hope that the society will again make its home there when she 
reopens.

A message of sympathy and good wishes was brought by Mr. Fred 
Collins from Mr. W. H. Barber and the rest of the Newcastle ringers.

Steps to find a temporary meeting room where members can ring 
handbells, etc., were discussed.

An interesting letter from Mr. L. Fox, one of the younger members 
of the society serving with the Forces, was read, in which, in sending 
his good wishes, he wrote: ‘ In common with every other member of 
the society, the passing of the Coffee Pot was a sad blow. Directly 
I heard about it I began thinking of the happy times I had spent 
there. As a m atter.of fact, they were all happy times, except, of 
course, when we learned of the passing of members.

‘ What struck me when reading “  The Ringing World ”  was the 
fact that the faithful- few were—with one possible exception—among 
those who kept the society going during the last war. The future 
generations of Collejge Youths will undoubtedly have cause to remem­
ber them with gratitude. When we have won this World War No. 2 
I hope that their services will not go by unnoticed by the present 
generation.’

Nine was a very good muster for the meeting considering that a 
violent snowstorm was raging all the morning. As usual, a warning 
jen t during the meeting, the first in the City since the previous 
Sunday.

DEATH OF MR. H. J MEE.
_ A WELL-KNOWN SUFFOLK RINGER.
We regret to record the death of Mr. H. J. Mee, of Sproughton,
ii£ Passed away on Saturday, December 28th, at the age of 70.
The funeral service, which took place at Sproughton Parish Church 

on New Year’s Day, was choral, special hymns being sung. After the 
committal prayers a course of Grandsire Triples was rung over the 
grave by C. F. Mee (nephew) 1-2, C. Mee (brother) 3-4, C. Rivers S 6, 
and F. R0lfe 7-3.

The deceased was a member of the Parochial Church Council and 
had been a ringer at the Parish Church for many years. He had 
taken part in over 100 peals, and his last wish was to have his peal 
cards buried with him. One of his greatest delights was to teach 
oeginners to ring.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
PENDING RESIGNATION OF'TH E HON. TREASURER.

The various calls of national service, transport difficulties and illness 
of some members were no doubt causes responsible for the very meagre 
attendance at the Midland Counties Association meeting at Derby on 
Saturday, January 11th. Of 32 committee members, only nine were 
present, and of ordinary members numbering several hundreds, two 
turned up. Pte. Barnabas Key, of Wolverhampton, who is stationed 
in the vicinity, was a welcome non-resident member, and the tot&l 
of 13 was made up by Miss White, of Cotgrave, who kindly brought 
some correspondence from her father, Mr. W. E. White, the associa­
tion’s hon. treasurer, who was ill with cardiac-asthma. Owing to 
other duties, neither the president (Canon Fitzherbert), nor the 
general hon. secretary (Mr. E. Morris) could be present, so the chair 
was taken by the vice-president, Mr. Colin Harrison.

The committee meeting began at 3 p.m. in St. Peter’s Church Room 
and the discussions 'were so protracted that it was nearly 5 p.m. when 
the business finished. As only two ordinary members were present 
at 4 p.m. when the general meeting was scheduled to commence, these 
latter sat throughout the remainder oi, the meeting and no general 
meeting was held.

After much deliberation, it was decided to publish a report for 
1940, and, with a view to making this as accurate as possible, mem­
bers are asked to notify the general hon. secretary of any alterations, 
detail^ of members serving in the Forces, etc., before the end of this 
month.

The election of two auditors presented something of a problem, as 
neither of th6 ordinary members present could undertake this duty. 
The secretary will, •therefore, communicate with two suitable mem­
bers, named at the meeting, to ask for their co-operation in this 
matter.

Owing to the uncertainty as to whether Easter Monday will be a 
Bank Holiday, it was decided that the annual meeting, to be held 
at Nottingham, should be on the Saturday before Easter Sunday, 
i.e., during the afternoon of April 12th, the arrangements being left 
in the hands of Mr. Salter, secretary for Nottingham District.

Owing to ill-health and advancing jrears, Mr. W. E. White wrote to 
say that he would be unable to continue as hon. treasurer after the 
annual meeting, and, much as the committee regretted it, they felt 
it would be an injustice to Mr. White if they refused his resignation.

Nominations for a new treasurer and for the other official posts of 
the association are, therefore, solicited, and these should be in the 
general hon. secretary’s hands by March 12th.

DEATH OF MR. CHARLES A. CATCHPOLE.
SOME NOTABLE PEALS AT IPSWICH.

The company of St. Mary-le-Tower, Ipswich, has sustained* a great 
loss by the death of Mr. Charles A. Catclipole, which took place on 
January 10th in his sixty-fourth year.

The funeral, on the following Thursday, was at All Saints’ Church, 
Ipswich, and among the mourners were his widow, sons, daughters, 
sons-in-law and daughters-in-law.>. Mr. W. P. Garrett and Mr. George
E. Symouds represented the St. Mary-le-Tower Society. There were 
numerous wreaths, including one from the ringers.

Mr. Catchpole will be greatly missed by his many friends, to whom 
he was endeared by a genial nature and his almost unlimited store 
of anecdotes. As a member of the talented band at St. Mary’s, he 
had taken part in many meritorious performances. They included 
the first peals ever rung of Superlative Maximus, Yorkshire Maximus, 
Pudsey Maximus, Rochester Maximus, Little Albion Treble Bob 
Maximus and York Maximus, as well as peals of Forward, Duffield, 
Cambridge and New Cambridge Maximus. He rang 11-12 to a peal 
of Grandsire Cinques on handbells, and 9-10 to one of Caters. In 
all he rang 100 peals on twelve bells, a,bout half being Cinques and 
half Maximus.

His total list of peals was 293, of which 118 were rung for the 
Norwich Diocesan Association and 175 for the Suffolk Guild. He 
called one peal, Kent Treble Bob Maior at Henley in Suffolk.

Mr. Catchpole’s connection with the St. Mary-le-Tower company 
lasted for upwards of 34 years, and he bore a name which was asso­
ciated with the belfry for a much longer time still,, for his father, 
William L. Catchpole, was one of the two men who more than anyone 
else put .Ipswich in a unique place among twelve-bell bands. He and 
James Motts, both of them excellent composers and conductors, worked 
together in perfect harmony for many years without jealousy and 
without friction, and they had their reward in the establishment of 
a band which in method ringing stands entirely by itself among 
twelve-bell bands. Motts died on January 21st, 1923.

TKouorei •COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A  H istory of the Society

5/6 (post free) from
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THE DEATH OF MRS. SNOWDON.
THE FAMILY’S WORK FOR RINGING.

As we briefly recorded in our last issue, the death occurred on 
January 6th of Mrs. Laura Snowdon, widow of the late Mr. William 
Snowdon,, who died in 1915. Had she lived until May, Mrs. Snowdon 
would have been 92 years of age. She had been in failing health 
for a good many years, devotedly nursed by .her daughter, Miss 
Margaret Snowdon. Seven years ago she became blind and for the 
past three years was a complete invalid.

As Miss Archer, of Stockton-on-Tees, she married Mr. William 
Snowdon in 1883, when he was practising as a civil and consulting 
engineer in Leeds. They retired to Cartmel in 1913, but Mr. Snowdon 
lived only two years to enjoy the well-earned rest after a life of 
great activity.

Although Mrs. Snowdon was little known to ringers, she was a 
great help to her husband when new ringing books or editions were 
being published in the Snowdon series, as she was a most accurate 
proof reader.

The funeral of Mrs. Snowdon took place on the 9th inst., the service 
being held in the Priory Church at Cartmel, where for so many years, 
before she removed to Newby Bridge she was a regular worshipper. 
The interment took place in the churchyard in a grave next to that 
of her husband, the Rev. Laurence Dykes, Vicar of Cartmel, officiat­
ing. It is a coincidence worth recording that William Snowdon’s 
father, the Rev. John Snowdon, Vicar of Ilkley, Yorks, for 63 years, 
laid to rest in Ilkley Churchyard some of a past generation of Dykes, 
and now, three generations on in this family, the Vicar of Cartmel 
should lay to rest the last of her generation of Snowdons.

WILLIAM SNOWDON’S CONTRIBUTION.
No one family has done such great service to the Exercise over so 

long a period of time as have the Snowdons. Everyone recognises 
the value of Jasper’s work, though perhaps younger generations do 
not fully know all they owe to what he did sixty years ago. It was 
his supreme excellence that he not only knew a great deal about the 
practical side of ringing, but he was able to teach, and his books are 
still the standard works for the simpler methods.

But Jasper Snowdon’s work, with all its excellence, would not have 
been fully available to later generations had it not been for other 
members of his family. He died at a comparatively early age, and 
before he had published all he had written. It well might have been 
that much o f what he had prepared would never have seen the light 
of day and that the books he did publish would, when the first 
editions had been sold out, have become rarities in the hands of 
older men.

This is where his brother William performed his greatest service 
to the Jixercise. The book on Grandsire which Jasper had left un­
finished he completed with the efficient help of C. D. P. Davies, and 
he saw to it that when the earlier editions of his brother’s books 
were sold out they were reprinted, so that a steady supply has always 
been available for each succeeding generation.

To this there was but one exception. ‘ Double Norwich * was never 
reprinted, probably because there was not sufficient demand for it to 
warrant the cost. In a sense this was a pity, for no other text Book 
had dealt with any one method so completely and withal so clearly 
from the point of the average ringer. It formed the model on which 
Sir Arthur Heywood based his excellent book on Duffield.

William Snowdon did not content himself with merely reproducing 
his brother’s work, though he was always thoroughly loyal to the 
tradition the other had left. When the time came that ‘ Standard 
Methods ’ had become somewhat out of date, he gave it a thorough 
revision, altered the selection of methods, and brought the book up 
to the needs of the time. He did more. He employed Davies to 
write the book on Stedman, which Jasper had projected but had left 
in only a fragmentary state.

William Snowdon served the Exercise in other ways, and some of 
them were ways in which only a man like him could act. The Central 
Council and associations like the Yorkshire Association have benefited 
enormously from the very fact that they have had as leaders men 
of the character and personality of William Snowdon.

THE GOOD WORK GOES ON.
In the year 1915 he died, but the good work wrought by his family 

did not cease.
The gracious lady who has just passed to her rest full of years 

and of honour carried on the work. Not only were the books still 
kept on sale, but a project which William had formed before his 
death was carried out, and C. D. P. Davies was commissioned to 
incorporate Jasper’s fragments in the Surprise Major methods in a 
book which appeared in 1927.

Still later, when increasing years compelled Mrs. Snowdon to re­
linquish active work, the tradition was carried on by Miss Margaret 
Snowdon, who had already been her mother’s capable and enthusiastic 
helper. She, as much as her father and mother, fostered the sale of 
the books, and as editions were exhausted, saw to it that they were 
reprinted.

When Davies’ Stedman was sold out and the impossibility of re­
issuing the book at the same price had to be faced, instead of resigning 
herself to allowing the book to lapse, she arranged for an entirely 
new book to be written, and courageously faced the very heavy outlay 
of capital involved. The same thing has happened with regard to 

(Continued in next oolunm.)

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
A HANDBELL CONTEST.

Prize Goes to Sheffield Air Raid Distress Fund.
The annual meeting of the Barnsley and District Society was held 

at Barnsley on Saturday, January 11th, when the following towers 
were represented: Cawthorne, Eastwood, Earlsheaton, Felkirk, Hoy- 
landswaine, Sandal and Wath.

A handbell contest was held in the afternoon. It had been arranged 
with the hope of inducing more of the members to take up this form 
of ringing. Two bands, Eastwood and Felkirk, competed. A big 
entry had not been expected, but it is hoped that this will be the 
foundation of something greater.

At the general meeting which followed, Canon W. E. Wilkinson 
(hon. president) occupied the chair and was supported by the presi­
dent (Mr. E. Brookes).

Before commencing the business the Chairman announced that Mrs. 
C. D. Potter, the widow of tho late president and one of the founders 
of the society (Mr. C. D. Potter), had passed peacefully away that 
morning, and the members stood while prayer was offered by the 
chairman.

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. H. Potter and Mr. A. 
Panther.

The auditor’s report on the balance sheet showed a loss on the 
year’s working of 15s., this being due to the non-payment of subscrip­
tions, which had fallen 50 per cent, in 1940 compared with 1939. This, 
the report said, is no doubt, due chiefly to the ban on tower-bell 
ringing and with it the cancelling of the annual shield contest, whi6h 
used to bring a large number of members into touch ' with the 
treasurer and a consequent substantial increase in receipts. There is 
no doubt, however, that as soon as the officers can get into touch 
with these members this matter will be put right.

The report of the hon. secretary (Mr. D. Smith) showed that twelve 
meetings had been held during i940 apart from the annual meeting. 
The average attendance before the ban on ringing was 17; the average 
attendance after the ban was nine. This, considering all the diffi­
culties, was really as much as could be expected. Seven new members 
were elected during the year and three had been lost by death, viz., 
Mr. A. Walker, Pontefract; Mr. T. Dunbircli, South Kirkby, and Mr.
F. Mortemore, Ecclesfield.

FUNDS TO BE INVESTED IN WAR SAVINGS.
The officers were all re-elected. The result of the handbell contest 

was then announced by the judge, Mr. C. Robinson (Cawthorne). 
Felkirk got through with 61 faults and Eastwood with 65 faults.

The prize for the competition was provided by the president (Mr.
E. Brookes) and took the form of a £1 note, tlje condition, to which 
everyone agreed, being that the winning team should forward it to 
the Sheffield Air Raid Distress Fund.

This, with the help of the Rector and the judge, and a collection 
taken among the members, enabled a sum of £2 10s. to be handed 
over to the chairman to be forwarded to the fund.

The question of the society’s account with Barclays Bank was dis­
cussed, and it was unanimously agreed to withdraw the whole of 
the balance and invest it in the war savings to help the war effort. 
It was also agreed that, as this would mean the closing of the account 
with this bank, the treasurer should open a new account for any 
further deposits with the Yorkshire Penny Bank, as this was deemed 
to be more convenient.

It was decided to arrange the next meeting at Silkstone on Satur­
day, February 8tli.

Mr. Moxon (Sandal) proposed that the heartiest thanks be accorded 
to the Rector for all he had done for the members' comfort, for the 
help he had given in allowing them to use the Rectory Room free of 
charge and for conducting the meeting.

The Rector, in reply, said he was always pleased to welcome ringers 
and to help them in every way he could. It was a  good thing to 
think that the work of the society had been carried on and that 
twelve meetings had been held in a year when the ringing of church 
bells had been banned entirely. He wished the society every success 
in the future.

This concluded the business and the party then adjourned to the 
Royal Hotel, where a good pieal was partaken of, after which the 
rest of the evening was spent in handbell ringing and social inter­
course.

The methods practised during the evening were Grandsire Doubles 
and Triples, Bob Minor and Major and Oxford Treble Bob Minor. 
The test piece rung by both bands in the competition was 300 changes 
of Bob Minor.

OVER FORTY THOUSAND COPIES SOLD.
(Continued from previous column.)

‘ Standard Methods.’ Since the present war started a new edition 
has been printed, which is an entirely new book, in which the Exercise 
has been given the advantage of the great alteration which has taken 
place in recent years in method ringing, and of the modern ways of 
learning and ringing methods.

Over forty thousand copies of books in the Jasper Snowdon Change 
Ringing Series have been sold. That fact alone will show something 
of the influence they have had in spreading a knowledge of ringing, 
and what ringers owe to the family of Snowdon.



January 24th, 1941.
I

THE RINGING W O R LD . 45

FIRST SET OF BELLS EVER HUNG.
• THE RECORD OP CROWLAND ABBEY.

PARNELL’S VISITS TO CROWLAND.
To the Editor.

Deaf Sir,—The first set of bells ever hung in England is supposed 
to be at CA)wland Abbey. In support of this supposition I beg to 
give a copy o f  an entry taken from the original Manuscript Book of 
the late John Alfred Parnell, of Sheffield.

‘ The first Set of Tuneable Bells in England was put up (say 
hung up) in the Tower of Crowland Abbey, iA Lincolnshire (near 
Holbeach and Spalding), which was a Musical Peal of five about 
the year 900—or a little before that time or period of the 
Christian Aera.

I, (John Alfred Parnell) paid this once large Gothic Building— 
now most of it in Ruins except the North Aisle which is Patched 
up or rather say slightly Built up for Crowland Abbey Parish 
Church—a walking visit in October 1814— and found only 5 Bells. 
When I descended the very low West End Gothic Tower on 
Examining it I say very minutely and the old Inhabitants In­
formed me (the Grandsire Ringers also) there were never any 
more than 5 Bells at one lime. These 5 Bells were not the 
Originals—some of them cast as late as 1783 and one in 1788 by 
Mr. Arnold of the Town of Leicester.

I have paid the Ruins of this once large Abbey 3 Walking 
Visits—in 1809, in '1812, and 1814.

The Town is a very small one situated in a very flat part of 
the County of Lincoln and has an old Gothic Bridge — Built 
Triangular—with three entrances on to it from three different 
Streets, and suppose it was Built in 600 or 700 of the Christian 
Aera—its like is not in Great Britain says the Gothic Traveller

John Alfred Parnell.’ 
SIDNEY F. PALMER.

Sheffield.

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. rope works, crantham

THE REVERSAL OF COMPOSITIONS.
THEORY AND PRACTICE.

In a recent letter to ‘ The Ringing W orld,’ Mr. Edwin 
Barnett clrew attention to a peal of Stedman Triples which 
James W . Washbrook used to call and which he de­
scribed as Thurstans’ Reversed. It had a single at 2, 
and Mr. Barnett asked if, and how, such a peal was 
possible.

He has been answered by two men, Mr. Lindoff and 
Mr. Powell, both of them competent experts, and we 
need add nothing to what they say. The general sub­
ject of reversal is, however, an interesting one and may 
be worth a few minutes’ study.

The composition Washbrook actually called seems not 
to be known, but in justice to him it should be pointed 
out that he really did know a grejit deal about Thurstans’ 
peal and twin-bob composition generally, and when he 
wrote that he had called so many variations of Thur­
stans’ peal that he could not remember which he actually 
called on that particular occasion, he no doubt was stat­
ing the literal truth.

To begin at the very beginning, we must be clear that, 
reversal means starting from the end and going back to 
the beginning in reverse order, and a true and complete 
reverse variation is that and nothing else.

But the term, like all similar terms, is used in a rather 
wider sense, and is legitimately so used, provided the 
main underlying principle is there. What we will do 
now is to see what that underlying principle is. To fol­
low what we are going to say, it is most helpful to do 
experimental pricking and to test by examples every 
point as we come to it.

First let us take any one of the standard Major 
methods, say Double Norwich,, and examine the full 
plain course. If we follow the changes or the work of 
the bells either singly or collectively from the first row 
to the last, and then turn to the last row and similarly 
follow the work backwards to the first row, we shall find 
that both are exactly similar. In other words, if we 
start from 13254768 and prick out a full course we get 
exactly the same result as in the plain course, the only 
difference being that the order in which the rows come 
is reversed. That is an example of a full true reversal.

This reversal must not be confused with another sort 
of reversal, which is implied when we speak of a Re­
verse method, such as, for instance, Reverse Bob; for 
methods have two dimensions, breadth as well as length, 
and the work and the rows can be reversed from front 
and back as well as from beginning and end. This 
second sort of reversal does not concern us at present.

Double Norwich Major we find, nvhen reversed, gives 
the same method as in the original version, and the same 
thing happens in every method on any number of bells, 
which has one hunt only, and is nowadays considered as 
‘ regular. ’ But it does not happen in ‘ regular ’ methods 
which have two hunts, or, as the ordinary saying is, 
have a treble and a bell-in-the-hunt. Test a plain course 
of Grandsire Triples as we. just did the plain course of 
Double Norwich Major. If we start with 1325476 and 
write out a full course we shall not get the same rows as 
in the plain course, but something quite different. It 
follows from this that no reverse variation of any touch 
or peal of Grandsire can ever be quite as true and com­
plete a reversal as can one in Plain Bob or Double Nor­
wich Major. It is true that, if we select the appropriate 

(Continued on next pegs.)
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HOW REVERSAL WORKS.
CONTRAST BETWEEN GRANDSIRE AND DOUBLE NORWICH.

(Continued from previous page.)
point to reverse from, a course of Grandsire Triples does 
reverse true, but that avails nothing- when bobs are made.

Next let us examine a touch of Double Norwich made 
up by bobbed and plained leads.

This touch is produced by bobs which 2345678 
come at the first, sixth, eighth and thir- 8674235 —  
teenth lead ends. If we turn to the end of 5237486 
the touch and count the position of the 6483752 
bobs backwards we shall find that from 2758364 
that direction also they come at the first, 4365827 
sixth, eighth and thirteenth leads, and if 7826435 —  
we start with 13254768 and ring the same 5432678' 
touch we shall have the same rows but in 8673542 —  
the reverse order. x 2547386

A touch or a peal in which this sort of 6384725 
thing happens is said to reverse to the 5728463 
same thing, and it is due to the symmetri- 3462857 
cal positions of the bobs. But this sort 7856342 —  
of thing does not always happen. Some- 2345678 
times the positions of the bobs counted 
from the end to the beginning are different from those 
counted from the beginning to the'end. For instancfe, 
in a well-known touch the bobs counted from the begin­
ning are at the first, fifth and ninth leads; but counted 
from the end are at the third, seventh and eleventh leads.

A touch starting from rounds with bobs at the third, 
seventh and eleventh leads would be the reverse of the 
original touch, but it would not contain the same rows 
as our first examples did.

It would also part the tenors and so not be of much 
practical value, but this is met by making the term 
‘ reverse ’ cover some variation from the strict counting 
from the end as from the beginning.

All the touches and peals with which we are at pre­
sent dealing are round blocks, and they can be illus­
trated by the face of a clock. W e will suppose rounds to 
be at 12 and the touch to follow the movement of the 
minute hand round to 12 again. The various hours will 
stand for the bpbs, only they will not be all at the same 
distance apart.

If we start again at twelve o ’clock and go round the 
face, but this time in anti-clock fashion (that is, though,
11, 10, 9, 8 , etc.), until we once more reach twelve 
o ’clock, we shall have the reverse variation. But wg 
can start from a different point. W e can start, say, from 
nine o ’clock, and go round to nine o ’clock again, and if 
we go anti-clockwise we still have what we reckon as 
a reverse variation of the original composition.

W e have, therefore, four degrees of reversal. First 
we have a reversal which not only repeats the work of 
the method and the order of the bobs, but also the actual 
rows in the opposite order. Then we have a reversal 
which repeats the work of the method and the bobs in the 
opposite order, but does not repeat the actual rows. Then 
we have a reversal which repeats the bobs in the oppo­
site order, but does not repeat either the method or the 
rows in the. opposite order (reversals of Grandsire are 
examples of this). And finally we have a reversal which 
repeats the bobs only, in the opposite order, but which 
starts from a different point.

All this applies to Stedman Triples, but there are two 
peculiar features in that method which rather complicate 
matters.

The first is that the usually. accepted division of the 
course into alternate Sixes, although convenient for most 
purposes, is not really the scientific division. The Six is 
not the equivalent of the lead in other methods, nor are 
two Sixes, one quick and the other slow, following each 
other. The real division is the first twelve changes, from 
the middle of the whole pull when one bell leads quick, 
until the middle of the whole pull when the next bell leads 
quick.

The question has often been debated why Stedman 
originally began his Principle in the middle of a Six in­
stead of having first a whole quick Six and then a whole 
slow Six. So clever a man as C. D. P. Davies thought 
it was more or less a piece of eccentricity, and ringers 
for many years have reckoned their peals from 2314567, 
and not from 1234567. ,

But Stedman knew what he was about, and the com­
posers who followed him knew too, as we can see from 
what Thomas Melchior, the Norwich man, wrote. They 
instinctively recognised the first twelve changes as the 
correct unit of the method. It would have been better 
in almost all ways if the fourth row of the quick Six had 
been taken as the equivalent of the lead end.

The second thing is that the wrong change is taken 
as the course end. Custom has decided that the course 
end should be the last row of the Six when the seventh 
is dodging in 6-7 up after having been in quick. It 
should have been when the observation bell is striking its 
second blow on the lead when leading full as a quick bell.

Everybody who has rung any of the more complex 
methods, and many, of those who have only rung the 
simpler methods', will have noticed that in the plain 
course (and so in every other natural course) there is a 
place where the work reverses arid where the ringer pro­
ceeds to do again what he has already done, but in the 
opposite order. There is one of these ‘ turning ’ places 
at every lead end made by a different bell each/time.

If we want to get a true reversal of a composition we 
must reverse from one of these * turning ’ places; and if 
we do not want to change our observation bell we must 
reverse from the change where that bell is making its 
turning place. In the case of ordinary peals of Stedman 
Triples, that means that we must reverse from the 
change in which the Seventh is leading its whole pull as 
a quick "bell. All that part of the composition which is 
included between two Singles must be reversed from that 
point. The course which contains exactly the same rows 
as the plain course, but in the opposite order, is 5643127.

ST BRIDE S, FLEET STREET.
‘ HONOUR TO WHOM HONOUR IS DUE.’

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Mr. J. E. Bailey’s letter gives the impression that the 

reopening of St. Bride's tower to ringers was entirely due to Mr. 
Cross and Mr. Bevan. This is not so. For nearly 20 years after that 
unfortunate peal by the Bristol men, following so closely on one rung 
there by the late Mr. W. Pye, Mr. Arthur Hardy tried all he knew 
to induce the then Rector to remove the ban, but with no success.

When the present Rector was appointed soon after the last war, in 
company with the late Mr. J. D. Matthews, he renewed his efforts, 
this time with success. . It is to these gentlemen that the credit 
belongs. Sunday ringing and practices were resumed and the Rector 
became a member of the Cumberlands. He also took an interest in 
ringing generally, preaching on one occasion at a ringers’ service at 
Shoreditch. I believe he also gave permission for a peal attempt, 
which was unsuccessful owing to the bad go of the tenor (Mr. Walter 
Ayre will correct me if I am wrong).

I would not for one moment attempt to belittle the efforts of Mr. 
Cross and Mr. Bevan in carrying on the good work. We are grateful 
to them for it.

Mr. Bailey’s experience of St. Bride’s and ringing there is consider­
ably less than ten years, and his letter is one of those instances where 
‘ little knowledge is a dangerous thing." E. BARNETT.
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NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FO R  N O TICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g ,  S u r r e y .

NOTICES must be received N O T  LA TE R  TH AN  
MONDAY.

* The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

* GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Two meetings 
of the Guildford District will be held at the Royal Gram­
mar School, Guildford, at 3 p.m., on Saturday, January 
25th. The first a district meeting to receive nominations 
for officers; secondly, the annual district meeting. 
Neither service nor tea has yet been arranged. These 
arrangements depend entirely on the number, and prompt­
ness of notifications.— G. L. Grover, Acting Hon. Sec., 
East Clandon, near Guildford.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. —  North­
ampton Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at St. 
Peter’s on Saturday, Jan. 25th. Handbell ringing in 
the belfry from 3 p.m. Service 3.45 p.m., followed by 
tea and business meeting in Parish Room at 4.30 p.m. 
—J. C. Dean, 4 , Court Road, Northampton.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Dorchester 
Branch. —  The annual meeting will be held at Dor­
chester on Saturday, Jan. 25th. Handbells in St. 
Peter’s belfry from 3 p.m. Service at 4.30, followed by 
tea and meeting, at the cafe (opposite the church). 
— C. H. Jennings, 59 , Portland Road, Wyke-Regis, 
Weymouth.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— The annual general 
meeting of the association will be held at the 
Leeds and County Conservative Club, , South Parade, 
Leeds, on Saturday, Jan. 25th, at 3.30 p.m. A sub­
stantial meat tea will be served at 5 p.m., followed by a 
social evening, including handbell ringing until 8.30 
p.m., at an inclusive charge of 2s. 6d. per head. Reports 
will be available at this meeting.— L. W . G. Morris, 
Gen. Sec., 65 , Lilycroft Road, Heaton, Bradford.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Eastern District.—  
I he annual general meeting will be held at Chelmsford 
on Saturday, January 25th. Service in Cathedral at 3 . 15 , 
meeting and tea at the Lion and Lamb afterwards.— H. 
W . Shadrack, Hon. Dis. Sec., 48, Arbour Lane, Spring­
field, Chelmsford.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Liverpool Branch. 
—The next meeting will be held at the Chufch House, 
South John Street, Liverpool, on Saturday, February 
1st, at 4.30 p.m. Handbells will be available from 2 .30. 
A good attendance is hoped for.— G. R. Newton, 5 7 , 
Ampthill Road, Liverpool, 17 .

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE Y O U TH S.—
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, February 1st, 
at Holborrr Viaduct Station Buffet, at 2.30 a.m.— A. B. 
Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Notting­
ham District.— The annual meeting will be held at St. 
Peter’s, Nottingham, on Saturday, February 1st. Hand­
bells available from 2.30. Business meeting for election 
of officers 3 .30. Will members please make an effort to 
attend. All ringers welcome. Own arrangements for 
tea.—  F. A. Salter, Dis. Sec., n o , Noel Street, Notting­
ham.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— A 
meeting will be held at Longton on Saturday, February 
1 st. Bells (7), without clappers, and handbells available 
from 3 p.m. W ill those requiring tea kindly notify Mr. 
E. Steele, Hawthorne, Caverswall Wood, Meir, Long­
ton, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs, before January 29th. The 
fourth annual dinner will be held at the George Hotel, 
Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent, on Saturday, February 22nd, 
at 5.50  p.m. Tickets, 4s. each, may be obtained from 
me on or before February 10th. Please apply early for 
tickets.— Andrew- Thompson, 63, Whitehouse Road, 
Cross Heath, Newcastle, Staffs.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Hinckley 
District.— The next meeting, at Burbage, will be held at 
the Chequers Inn, Lutterworth Road, on Saturday, 
February 1st, at 6 p.m. Good bus service. Handbells 
and cheerful company. All welcome.— W . A. Wood, 
Fosseway, Croft, Leicestershire.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.— Welling­
borough Branch.— The annual meeting will beheld (d .v .) 
at Irthlingborough on Saturday, Feb. 8th. Mr. R. 
Richardson will, if possible, be present with films. Please 
bring wives and sweethearts, but send names for tea  to 
A. Bigley, Hon. Branch Sec., 30, Allen Road, Irth­
lingborough.

GLOUCESTER AN D BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— Please note that in 
future meetings of the branch will be hel4  on the second 
Saturday in every month at the Haymarket Hotel (oppo­
site St. James-in-the-Horsefair). The next meeting is on 
February 8th, from 2.45 p.m. Handbells, tea and meet­
ing.— A. M. Tyler, Sec.

DEATH OF MRS. C. D. POTTER.
As briefly announced in our last issue, the death occurred on Satur­

day, January lltli, at her residence at 55, Huddersfield Road, 
Barnsley, o f Mrs. C. D. Potter. Deceased was 80 years of tge. 
Although she was not very well known to ringers generally, all who 
had the pleasure of her acquaintance will miss her happy smile, for 
she was of a cheery disposition.

Mrs. Potter was the widow of Mr. C. D. Potior, late president of 
the Barnsley and District Society and founder of the society. He 
died about 18 months ago.
* Mrs. Potter had not been well for a lon^ time, but it was not until 

after Christmas that she became seriously ill.

G F .  COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOW ER CLO CK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FOR N EW  CLO CK S, C H IM E  A D D ITIO N S , REPAIRS
OR R E P A IN TIN O  O F DIALS.
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The Central Council Publications
TO B E  O B T A IN E D  P O S T  F R E E ', 

f r o m  t h e
R e v . E . S .  P O W E L L , S t a v e p t o n  V ic a r a g e , D a v e n t r y

d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-BeU Treble

Dominated Methods) .................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (PUin Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ).......................................... ..........................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section TTI. (Double Norwich) ... 9
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections «
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B..............................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ...................................................................... .........................
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ........... 3

Cambridge Surprise Major ..................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Co^rt 3
Bristol Surprise Major ..........................  2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ..................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................... 1  O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ... ....................................................................................... 2  q

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

* ROPE-SIGHT,* Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pa gee; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

* GRANDSJRE,’ 2s. lOd.: second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

' STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
* STEDMAN,* 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

* TREBLE BOB,' Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
* SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A  book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
M i l s  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s to n , L a n c s

P U B L IC A T IO N S
‘ G R A N D SIR E  D O U BLES AND T R IP L E S , Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6^d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB M INOR AND M AJO R, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ C A M BRID G E M INOR AND M A JO R ,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7 jd . each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:—  Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2J9  
(6 copies for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64-pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /-) .
Obtainable only post free from  Rev. E. 8 . POWELL, 

•taverton ’ Vloaratfe, near Daventry.

'THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLINC AND NON 8TRETCH1NC
Eat. 1820 — ■ Tel. 2400

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

Oraer your Bell R ope, now, before priaes increase, 
pre-w ar quality, and send us your old Bell Ropes 

for repairs whilst not In use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RIN Q IN G M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IKKSTAKD ffisfc, in Solid Silver

Diameter 2jin 2jin. 3iin. 3iin, 4in. 4$in. Bin.
Price 18/6 22/8 28/8 33 /6  4 2 /- 52 /6 67/8

The Bin. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and O ptician

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’ s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John Smith & Sons, Midland Clock W orks, 

Derby, Ltd.
Head Office and W orks, Queen St., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 45S69 Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridse Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Bolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildings, London, 1.0.4.
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GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON Ltd-
CROYDON

Founders of the 
H EA V IEST BELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons of the~ 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

in
CANADA 

S. AFRICA 
N E W  ZEALAND

Telephone 
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

*

THE LAGGARDS.
The balance sheets of associations now being made up 

for 1940 are revealing the fact that an unduly large pro­
portion of members failed to pay their subscriptions dur­
ing the year. For instance, one district of the Guildford 
Diocesan Guild had no fewer than fifty-four defaulters 
out of a total of 176 , while reports from other parts of 
the country show an unfortunate falling-off in contribu­
tions. By no means all of this is due to men joining 
H .M . Forces, who in most ringing societies are relieved 
of their subscriptions. It is, we are afraid, one symp­
tom of what is happening through the ban. Ringers are 
losing touch with each other and with their associations, 
because there is no ringing and few meetings. Worse 
still, many of them seem to be losing their interest and 
in their apathy they have become lax in their subscrip­
tions.

Those ringers who are in this category would probably
deny that their slackness in paying is due to anything 
more than the pressure of work in the present abnormal 
conditions, and they will probably say that they would 
have paid if they had been asked. They should not for­
get, however, that association secretaries are also busy 
folk, that their activities have increased like other 
people’s, that they have not time to run after defaulting 
members, and that whatever they do for the associations 
is all done voluntarily. It is not that the non-payment 
of subscriptions is due to any intention to secede from 
the societies, and most of these ringers would doubtless 
protest their anxiety to ensure the continuity of the asso­
ciations through these difficult times. Yet by thought­
lessness they are doing the very thing that can leaa to 
collapse. Of course, there may be a certain number of 
selfish people who have deliberately given up subscrib­
ing because they imagine that, as there is no ringing, 
they are getting nothing for their money. These ringers, 
however, are in a minority. The others should realise 
that the maintenance of ringing organisations depends as 
much upon them as upon those who, with a greater sense 
of responsibility, faithfully discharge their obligations, 
and should realise also that without these associations 
the task of getting ringing going again when the ban is 
lifted will be greatly increased.

There is yet another angle from which the question 
should be considered. In nearly every case the principal 
charge upon the funds of the territorial associations is 
the publication of an annual report. Where this is sus­
pended for the period of the war, and the expenditure is 
correspondingly reduced, it might be possible to reduce 
the amount of the annual subscription— there was a sug- 

(Continued on page 50.)
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WM. POTTS ft SONS LTD.
(ESTABLISH ED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
MaKers of many of the largest and most Important Clocks 

in the World.
CLOCKS R E PAIRED  AN D D IA L S RESTO RED .

‘ THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t .,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration. 
get. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M ARKED  S IL V E R  . .  - 7/6 
G IL T  OR W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/-
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, S K J f
Exact sue 6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

M ETHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 

‘ METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 
from ‘ The Ringing: World ’ Office, 

LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NIC0LL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer ,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albens, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

gestion on these lines at a recent district meeting of the 
Lincoln Diocesan Guild. But a reduction can only be 
made if the whole of the members continue to give their 
support. If half of them drop out, then the loyal section 
will have to continue to pay on the full basis; and 
one may well ask will it be quite fair that those wha now 
escape their due liability should come back again on the 
same terms after the war to gain the advantages which 
others, who discharge their responsibilities, have retained 
for them? Perhaps they have nQt looked at the question 
quite in this light, but it is an aspect they ought not to 
lose sight of. It is difficult enough, in all conscience, 
for association officials to keep their organisations going; 
it is too much to ask them to call round for the sub­
scriptions of laggard payers. W e  hope that those who, 
for whatever reason, are in default, will lose no time in 
making good their omission, not for what they are get­
ting out of ringing now— which is admittedly very little 
indeed, although there are still ways in which they can 
maintain interest— but for what they hope to get out of 
it in the future.

The associations will have an important part to play 
when once again the bells are heard over the land. 
There will be many gaps to fill, many bands that will 
want help to become re-established. All the effort that 
can be recruited will be needed, and it is through the con­
tacts that the associations can make that this can best 
be secured. It is to the future that we must all look and 
for which we must all work. Unless the members of 
associations do their share now, the outlook will be a sorry 
one, and it is not enough to leave everything to others. 
There are restrictions upon ringing and the time which 
ringers can devote to those things connected with the art 
that are still open to u s; but these are no excuses for the 
failure of those who have not been called into the ser­
vices to pay their small share towards ‘ keeping the flag 
flying.’ --------------  #

HANDBFLL PEAL.
HIGHWEEK, DEVON.

THE DEVONSHIRE GUILD.
On Wednesday, January 22, 1941, in Two Hours,

A t  P b r r y  F a r m ,
A PEAL OF D O U B L E S , 5040 C H A N G ES ;

In seven methods, being 1 six-score each of College Pleasure, College 
Doubles, Dream, Hudibras, Morning Star and London Doubles, and 

36 six-scores of Grandsire Doubles, 10 different callings.
Jam bs  E. L il l b y .......................  1-2 | C h a r l e s  R . L il l b y  .............  3-4

H b n r y  G . L b w i s ....................... 5 -6
Conducted by C h a r l b s  R. L il l b y .

Umpire— E. H. Lilley.
Rung as a birthday compliment to Mr. J. E. Lilley.

ST. PETER MANCROFT TENOR.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. Charles E. Borrett, quoting a contemporary news­
paper, says that the old tenor at Mancroft was broken by the clapper 
wearing loose. The flight caught the frame and a crack 18 inches long 
was made in the bell.

Among the printed letters written by Dr. Samuel Parr is one which 
gives a different account. He said that the bell was cracked when 
being tolled for a death. Parr, who was generally accounted the 
most learned man of his generation, had been a ringer in his young 
days and kept- up his interest in the art and in bells throughout his 
life. At one time he was Master of Norwich Grammar School and he 
knew Mancroft bells well.

Which is the correct account? Would it be possible for a clapper 
to work loose in such a way that it would Toul the frame and so break 
the bell? Especially a bell which would be tucked up to some degree 
at any rate in the stock. It hardly seems likely, but strange accidents 
do happen.

On the other hand, if the bell was broken by faulty clocking, would 
not the sexton have a motive for concealing the fact, especially if, as 
is likely, he harl deputed the job to some incompetent person, instead 
of doing it himself? * T.*
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GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
W AR -TIM E LOSS OF MEMBERSHIP. 

Successful G uildford District M eeting.
When the Guildford District of the Guildford Diocesan Guild met 

on Saturday it was disclosed that out of 176 subscribing members in 
1939, only 112 paid their subscriptions last year, and that six towers 
were among those who failed to collect and forward subscriptions to 
the treasurer. Apart from this, the district has stood up very well 
to the difficult times, and the annual meeting was attended by over 
thirty members of the Guild. Through the good offices of Mr. A. H. 
Pulling, the meeting was held at the Royal Grammar School, Mr. 
Walter Harrison (vice-president) presiding, supported by the Guild 
hon. secretary (Mr. G. L. Grover), who has also been acting as district 
secretary. Among those also present were Mr. J. Corbett (hon. 
treasurer), Mr. C. E. Smith (District Ringing Master) and ringers from 
Guildford Cathedral and S. Nicolas’ , Guildford, Albury, Godalming, 
Witley, Shalford, Haslemere, Worplesdon, A'dershot, Leatherhead, 
«tc. Sgt. J. Freeman (Lincoln) and Mr. H. S. Hobden (Eastbourne) 
were welcome, visitors. An apology was received from the Guild 
Master (Major J. H. B. Hesse), who was indisposed.

Actually two meetings were held, first the meeting at which, under 
the rules, the nomination of district officers had to be made. The 
nominations were : District Ringing Master, Mr. C. E. Smith; hon. 
secretary, Mr. A. C. Hazelden; member on Executive Committee, Mr.
H. Cherryman and Mr. S. Petter; auditor, Mr. L. C. Hunter.

Mr. Hazelden, on accoant of pressure of war work, was only re­
luctantly persuaded to accept nomination to fill the place of Mr. W.
F. J. Cope, who has removed from the district, but it was felt that 
it was hardly worth while electing a secretary liable for military 
service. _ .

At the annual meeting, which followed immediately, the nominated 
officers were elected, and a ballot resulted in the election of Mr. S. 
Petter to serve for three years on the Executive Committee.

The balance sheet showed an increase of £3 5s. 6d. in hand, despite 
the drop in members* subscriptions. Hon. members contributed 
£2 17s. 6d. and ringing members £12 3s., which included 14 members 
arrears from 1939. Of the subscriptions, 50 per cent., viz., £7 10s. 3d., 
had been paid to the Guild general fund. The district balance is 
now £27 7s. 7d.—The accounts were adopted, subject to audit. 

DIFFICULTIES TO FACE IN THE FUTURE.
The Ringing Master, in his report, said that for obvious reasons 

there was little to record of ringing events in the district for 1940. 
What little there was, concerned the first five or six months of the 
year before the ban. During those few months, what ringing activities 
there were were conducted under difficulties. Here and there practices 
were regularly held, notably at S. Nicolas’ , Guildfdrd, Witley and 
Godalming, where quite good work was being put in, but the absence 
of ringers on active service began to be felt, and, he was sure, was 
the reason that practices were abandoned at a number of towers. At 
most towers Sunday service ringing was maintained, often with de­
pleted bands, until the time of the ban.

‘ Since June,’ continued the report, ‘ all ringing has ceased, as well 
as meetings and social activities, and I  am afraid^ members will, to « 
large extent, have lost touch with each other. With the continuation 
of the ban I  can foresee great difficulties at some future date when 
the ban is lifted. However, that is a matter we shall have to face 
when the occasion arises. I  have no doubt that great efforts will then 
be made to restore our great art to its pre-war strength.

As regards meetings during the ban, I  do not think it practicable 
to hold them here without the attraction of the tower bells, for hand­
bell ringers are not many or enthusiastic. Perhaps ill the summer, 
with lighter evenings, aii experimental meeting may be tried at a 
fairlv accessible spot.

Before the bail, the report added, two meetings were held in the 
district and four peals rung, while after the ban one handbell peal ; 
was rung.

A TWO-FOLD BLOW.
The general secretary, under the heading of ‘ Secretary's Report,’ 

stated : As there is now no district secretary, there can hardly be a 
secretary’s report, and I  do not propose to endeavour to submit one.
I cannot, however, let this meeting pass without putting on record 
the two-fold blow which the Guildford District has sustained this year. 
First in the total ban on ringing and, secondly, in the loss of Mr. 
Cope’s services as secretary on his departure from the district.

‘ Bill ’ Cope was secretary for a comparatively short period, but , 
while in office he put his whole heart and energy into the job, with 1 
the result that when the thunderbolt of the ban fell the Guildford 
District had never been in a more united and prosperous state.

Evidence of Mr. Cope’s popularity and wholehearted enthusiasm is 
reflected in the fact that during 1939 the district’s membership roll 
touched a new high record, the district meetings throughout his 
period of office seemed to gather new life and brightness, and peals 
were rung at towers where hitherto the Guild had not been unduly 
welcomed.

The late secretary could have told you, had he been presenting a 
report, of his gratification at the fact that the district members were 
permitted during his secretaryship to make peal attempts at, among 
other places, Dunsfold. Bramley, Albury, Old Woking, Shere and 
Ewliurst. It need hardly be a secret, that some of these attempts 1

were made as the result of very tactful approaches to the local ringers 
and some real hard work in helping the local practices. Mr. Cope 
has now left the district and there is very little likelihood of his 
duties bringing him back to us. I am sure all members would like 
me to place on record the very sincere and grateful thanks of the 
district to Mr. Cope for his labours on its behalf.

As was to be expected, oUr numbers have dropped considerably this 
year, but I regret to say that the decrease .does not appear to have 
been caused by the fact that many of our members have joined the 
Services, but appears chiefly to be the result o f apathy in certain 
centres. Doubtless many of our members are now serving with the 
Forces, but my appeal for particulars of these members has not been 
complied with except by very few towers.

The paid up membership is 112, against 176 in 1939.
The reports were adopted, and, in a short discussion on future 

meetings, it was pointed out that in about two months’ time the 
annual meeting of the Guild would be held in Guildford, and the 
possibility of summer meetings could then be reviewed in the light 
of prevailing conditions. In the meantime, the matter would be left 
in the hands of the district officers.

The general officers of the Guild were all renominated.
CONGRATULATIONS TO ‘ THE RINGING WORLD.’

The Ringing Master said he would like the meeting to record its 
appreciation of the way in which Mr. J. S. Goldsmith was carrying 
on ‘ The Ringing World ’ under the most difficult conditions. The 
marvellous way in which he had been able to provide an interesting 
paper, despite the ban and the absence of ringing, deserved their 
thanks. He (Mr. Smith) used to think at one time that only peals 
were interesting, but he had found that there were many other things 
to interest ringers.

Mr. A. C. Hazelden, in endorsing Mr. Smith’s remarks, said that 
in many respects * The Ringing World ’ had grown in interest, and he 
thought everyone had appreciated the historical articles contributed by 
Mr. Trollope. .

The Hon. Secretary said there was one practical way by which 
members could show their appreciation of what Mr. Goldsmith was 
doing, and that was by subscribing to the paper.

It was decided to record on the minutes the appreciation of the 
members, and, in acknowledging this action, Mr. Goldsmith paid a 
tribute to the assistance he received from Mr. Trollope. He pointed 
out the difficulty in providing the necessary material every week, and 
emphasised how necessary it was that all who could do so should lend 
a hand by contributing what they were able.

The thanks of the meeting were expressed by Mr. A. C. Hazelden 
to the chairman, whom everyone was pleased to see present again, 
and to Mr. G. L. Grover, who, in the absence of Mr. Cope, had 
shouldered the work of the district secretary as well as' the general 
secretaryship.

Afterwards there was handbell ringing, and a number of members 
took part in Grandsire Triples, Stedman Caters and Bob Major. Later 
most of those who attended formed a jolly tea party at the AbTiot’s 
Kitchen—there were two tables, each with 13! Although there had 
been doubts about the possibility of holding future district meetings, 
this one at least was a success and should be an inducement to hold 
others when the black-out hours are shorter.

GLOUCESTER & BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BRISTOL CITY BRANCH.

The annual meeting of the Bristol City Branch of the Gloucester 
and Bristol Association was held on Saturday, January 11th, at the 
Haymarket Hotel. Since the formation of the branch the meeting 
had always been held at the church and parish hall of St. Peter’s, 
but the church unfortunately was one of those badly damaged in the 
recent air raids on the city. _

A blazing fire offered a warm welcome to the early arrivals, and 
the handbells were soon set going to Grandsire and Stedman Triples, 
to which Caters was added on the arrival of Mr. Wilfred Williams 
and Mr. Frank Shorter, of St. Lawrence Jewry.

After tea, to which a dozen members sat down, a short business 
meeting was held. The secretary, Mr. A. M. Tyler, in presenting the 
balance sheet, said that many members had not yet paid their sub­
scriptions for the year 1940, but he hoped they would do so before the 
final accounts were handed over to the treasurer.

The retiring officers were re-elected en bloc. Mr. T. Harris pointed 
out that he would probably be called to the .Forces, and suggested 
that another chairman should be elected in his stead, but he was 
asked to continue in office as long as possible.

In a review of the past year the secretary drew attention to the 
crreat loss which the whole'Exercise had sustained by the deaths of 
Mr. William A. Cave and Mr. Stephen H. Wood. Mr. Cave had done 
much in his earlier davs to advance the standard of ringing in the 
citv. and had helped many a young ringer through his first peal.

The traffic death of Mr. Stephen Wood in an air raid was a severe 
blow to the future of the young band he was teaching at Clifton 
Parish Church, and to ringing as a whole.

All present stood in silence as a mark of respect.
The Chairman voiced the thanks of the meeting to the secretary 

for his continued efforts and expressed the hope that he would receive 
the support he deserved.

Further handbell ringing concluded a quiet, successful meeting.
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CHURCH BELLS OF LONDON.
ST. M A R T IN ’S -IN -T H E -F IE L D S  IN T H E  

19th C E N T U R Y .

By J. A r m ig e r  T r o l l o p e .
The first peal of the nineteenth century was one of 

Oxford Treble Bob Maximus rung on January 4th, 1801, 
by the College Youths at St. Martin’s. John Povey con­
ducted, and the band was made up of John Lyford, W in- 
stanley Richardson, William Brooke, William Wilson, 
William Lyford, Daniel Jenkins, John Inville, Charles 
Barber, William Lowndes, Edward Bartell and Philip 
Pilgrim.

All these details suggest a typical late eighteenth cen­
tury performance and, indeed the method, the society, 
the tower, the band— everything except the date— belong 
to the period that was passing away and not to the period 
that was dawning. The Society of College Youths was 
then enjoying a reputation as high as at any time in its 
long history. Its members not only inherited the great 
prestige of their predecessors, but had themselves, one 
and all, long and distinguished ringing careers behind 
them. Their enthusiasm had not cooled, and if some of 
them were less energetic in peal ringing than they once 
had been, advancing years had brought them. authority 
and the respect of younger men. It was from this period 
in its history that the later traditions of 'the society’s 
dignity and importance were directly derived.

An outstanding feature of these men was their extra­
ordinary vitality. Many of them had already been active 
ringers for a long time, and they continued still to be. 
active ringers for a long time, with the result that, after 
some years, the company consisted for the most part of 
elderly men. This was a source of strength to the society 
up to a point, but it ultimately had the result that the 
band became not much more than a belated survival 
from a bygone age. So long as they all lived, they did 
not welcome younger recruits, and when the time came 
that death and old age began to thin their ranks, there 
were ifo outsiders of their own class from which to fill 
up their numbers. For the times were changing. The 
belfry was ceasing to attract the kind of men which had 
formed the great ringing societies of the eighteenth cen­
tury, and all over the country companies like the Union 
Society of Shrewsbury, the College Youths of Hertford, 
and many a lesser known body were fading away. It 
was a fate which the College Youths escaped, but they 
did so narrowly; and, by a process not unlike what hap­
pened a century earlier when Benjamin Annable and his 
companions appeared on the scene, the society was re­
established by the influx of a body of younger men, on 
lines which in many important ways were a breach with 
the past.

It took several years to bring this about, and we do 
not see the full results before 1830. For some years the 
men of St. Mary Abbots, Kensington, kept the College 
Youths among peal-ringing societies, and the company 
at headquarters usually attempted at least one peal every 
year, in addition to those they rang on visits to open new 
bells in the provinces. Charles Barber was the most 
active conductor.

In March, 1802, Barber called a peal of Treble Bob 
Maximus at St. Martin’s for the Society, and on that 
occasion Samuel Laurence, of Shifnal, came up to town 
and rang the tenor.

For ten years no further peal was rung in the belfry, 
but on February 8th, 1812 , the Society of Cumberland 
Youths rang there 5,424 changes of Oxford Treble 
Twelve. The younger George Gross composed and called 
the peal, Shipway rang the fifth, Henry Symondson the 
ninth, and Philip Pilgrim, who had left his old friends, 
rang the tenor.

This was the first peal by the Cumberlands on the bells. 
They were then visitors, and their close connection with 
the belfry did not begin until several years later.

The last peal rung by the old College Youths on the 
twelve bells was on March n th , 1820. It was 5,055 
changes of Grandsire Cinques, and was by a band who 
may justly be. described by that much abused word 
‘ veterans.’ John Povey conducted, and included in the 
band were William Lyford, Charles Barber, Joseph 
Holdsworth, Peter Ashley and Edward Bartell. The 
tenth was rung by John Cooper, a younger man, from 
Shrewsbury, who did his best to maintain the waning 
fortunes of the society, and.nine years later he was able 
to conduct 5,040 changes of Oxford Treble Bob Maximus- 
in the steeple.

By this time all the old familiar name's had dropped out 
of the peal band. Charles Barber died in 1823, John 
Povey in 1825, and William Lyford in 1830. Inville 
lived until 1837, and Holdsworth until 1838. Inville was 
87 when he died, William Lyford was 78 , and Povey and 
Holdsworth much the same age.

Death and retirement had now so thinned the company 
at St. Martin’s that there were scarcely enough ringers 
to man the ropes, and in 1820 an entirely separate com­
pany was formed by Henry Symondson, which was called 
the Junior Society of College Youths, and rang the bells 
on alternate weeks. It consisted of a number of younger 
men who were for the most part excellent ringers; but 
they were not of the same class as the old College 
Youths, who could not bring themselves to admit them 
on a footing of equality.

In 1830, however, the membership of the society was 
so reduced that a proposal was made to unite the junior 
society with it, and on July 30th the two companies were 
formally made- one. But the arrangement was not a 
success. Between the two sets of men there was no sort 
of sympathy; the older looked down on the younger as 
their social inferiors, and the younger had no respect 
or liking for the older. So after a couple of years’ un­
easy fellowship the union was dissolved.

These events left the Society of College Youths in a 
very weak state. As the older men fell out of the com­
pany, the members of the junior society began to trickle 
back in ones and twos, and ultimately they became the 
majority. They then took control, and moved the 
society’s headquarters across the river to the King’s 
Head in Southwark, where it remained for many years.

St. Martin’s was abandoned as the regular practice 
meeting place, and the long connection between the 
society and the belfry came to an end.

Some time after this the Society of Cumberland Youths, 
whose headquarters had been at St. Leonard’s, Shore­
ditch, since the year 1747 , left their old home and moved 
to St. Martin’s.

Meanwhile, on October 26th, 1737 , a band of the St. 
James’ Society had rung the longest peal on the bells. 
This was one of Grandsire Cinques, 7,352 changes, con­
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ducted by Thomas Tolladay, and was at the time the 
longest single-handed peal in the method. It was beaten 
in 1887 by a peal of 9,020 changes at Birmingham.

The Cumberlands rang 5,15 1  Stedman Cinques in 1854, 
with John Cox as conductor, and 5,050 Stedman Caters 
in 1862, composed and- conducted by John Nelms. 
Nelms, who at the time was the leading man among the. 
Cumberlands, called 5,019  Stedman Cinques in 1865, 
and 5,103 Grandsire Cinques in 1867. John Cox in 1870 
called the first peal of Kent Treble Bob Maximus on the 
bells with a band which included George Newson, James 
Hewitt, Robert Haworth, William Baron and John 
Rogers, all of whom will be remembered by persons still 
living.

As we might have expected, St. Martin’s has several 
ancient and valuable peal boards, though here, as at most 
of the London towers, there seems to have been some 
that have been destroyed.

The two most valuable and interesting are not in the 
belfry, but have been removed to the crypt, which was 
once a place of sepulchre, but now has been opened up 
and is used partly as a chapel, partly as a night refuge 
for destitute people, and, now in these troubled times, 
as an air-raid shelter.

At one time these two boards hung on the staircase 
leading to the church gallery. One of them records the 
long peal of Grandsire Cinques by the London Scholars 
in 1728, the other the 6,240 of Stedman Cinques by the 
College* Youths in 1788. Both are in good condition.

In the belfry is a board which, through dirt and the 
discoloration of the varnish, has become unreadable. 
It probably records the Stedman Cinques of 1792 .

(Continued in next column.)

W H Y  I S  I T  I M P O S S I B L E ?
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In trying to produce a new Doubles method I hit on 
the idea of reducing Erin Triples. The ‘ Plain Course * runs to 30 
changes, as follows :—

12345 45231 31524

21435 54321 13254
12453 45312 31245
14235 43521 32154
41253 34512 23145
42135 35421 21354
24153 53412 12345

42513 35142
24531 53124
25413 51342
52431 15324
54213 13542
45231 31524

Why is it impossible to obtain the extent from this ‘ method,’ and 
vet it runs true for Triples? I suggest a reply to this in ‘ The Ring­
ing World ’ would interest quite a few ringers.

*  * PUZZLED.'

(Continued from previous column.)
There is a small tablet, elaborately carved and written, 

which records the 5,184 of Stedman Caters rung at St. 
Leonard’s, Shoreditch, by the Cumberlands in 1788. It 
has been restored and rewritten, and is n6w in excellent 
condition. I t . was brought from Shoreditch when the 
Cumberlands moved their headquarters. Another board, 
almost unreadable, also came from Shoreditch.

Of the later boards, the most notable is the one re­
cording the long peal of Grandsire Cinques by the St. 
James Society. This is in fair condition but needs 
Cleaning.

John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
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SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
4 6  o w t. O q r. 5  lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for ' 

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

HANDBELLS
in sets of any number.

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
A correspondent seeks information as to gramophone records of 

change ringing. Will any ringer who can forward details kindly
do so?

At the funeral of the late Charles A. Catchpole, of Ipswich, the St. 
Margaret’s ringers were represented by Mr. James Smith and Mr. 
James Rose.

Fifty years ago to-day a peal of Kent Treble Bob Royal was rung 
at Bradford to celebrate the coming of age of Mr. Joe Hardcastlej 
whose birthday falls on February 2nd. He rang the treble.

The first peal of Cambridge Maximus in London was rung by the 
College Youths on January 28th, 1911, at St. Michael’s, Corn Bill.

Two of the most prominent members of the London Exercise in the 
nineteenth century died on January 29tli, John Cox in 1885, and 
Henry Haley in the following year. They were lifelong rivals, and 
usually when one was a College Youth the other belonged to the 
Cumberlands, though they took part together in some famous peals 
for the St. James’ Society.

The record length of Superlative Surprise Major, 11,252 changes, 
was rung by the Lancashire Association at Bolton on January 29tli, 
1927. Mr Edward Jenkins conducted, and the composition was bv 
Mr. T. B. Worsley.

Benjamin Annable died on February 1st, 1857, and was buried al 
St. Bride’s, Fleet Street.

On the same date in 1832, the Birmingham men rang the first and 
only peal of Kent Treble Bob Cinques.

The Cambridge University Guild, which has given many excellent 
ringers to the Exercise, was founded on February 4th, 1879.

Charles Douglas Percy Davies died on February 5th, 1931, aged 74.
Fifty years ago thirteen peals were rung. They were: Grandsire 

Doubles 1, Triples 1, Caters 2, Bob Minor 1, Triples 1, Major 2, Royal 
1, Kent Treble Bob Major 1, Royal 2, and one in 2 methods on six 
bells. ----- ---------

DEATH OF RECTOR AND WIFE.
REV. R. C. AND MRS. THURSFIELD KILLED IN MOTOR CRASH.

The Rector of Cranford, the Rev. Richard Cecil Tliursfield, and 
Mrs. Thursfield lost their lives last week in a tragic manner through 
an accident caused by their car colliding with a motor bus. Mrs. 
Thursfield was killed instantly and the Rector died later in Kettering 
Hospital

Mr. Thursfield, who was a leading figure in the civic life of 
Northamptonshire, had been Rector of St. Andrew’s with St. John’s, 
Cranford, since 1903. He was Rural Dean of Weldon, and vice- 
president of the Peterborough Diocesan Guild. His daughter, Miss 
Sylvia Thursfield, is the well-known secretary of the Northampton 
District of the Ladies’ Guild. The sympathy of the whole Exercise 
will be extended to her in her double bereavement.

THE NECESSITY FOR THE BAN.
To the Editor.

Sir,—I should not have butted in on Mr. Amos’ letter but for one 
word he used. He says * the freedom we are fighting for or are 
supposed to be.’ One absolute fact we do know and there is no sup­
position about it. You only have to talk to schoolboy visitors to 
Germany to hear about their freedom. It would have been more to 
the point if, when Mr. Amos visited his M.P., he had impressed on 
him the need for the Government to give orders and not so much 
‘ please.’

Just imagine a peal of Stedman in danger of being lost and the 
conductor saying to one of the band, ‘ Will you please volunteer to do 
your last whole turn?’ No, he gives a shout to do it. Mr. Amos will 
query that as an order, but when we are ringing we take it as such, 
and do not argue, but do as we are told. Now that the nation is in 
danger it is more important for us to lose our freedom for a time 
and have definite orders given.

Mr. Amos asks are you in fa-vour of bells being stopped? Well, the 
general public as well as ringers, especially those of us who have been 
used to ringing on Sundays tor over forty years, are not in favour of 
it any more than of having our tea rationed; at least I am not, but 
all of us are prepared to put up with it for a time if our leaders 
think it ia the best thing to help the war. After all, they should 
know more than we ordinary people or Mr. Amos. There is one 
thing certain; under Hitler he would not have paid another visit to 
his M.P. or have written letters. A. H. PULLING.

Guildford Grammar School.

H A N D B E L L S  IN C H U R C H .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I have been reading with interest the letters which have 
appeared in your paper bn handbell ringing for church services, and 
I would like to state that we at All Saint«*, Islewortli, have been 
ringing handbells regularly twice on a Sunday ever since the tower 
bells were silenced.

The church authorities and members of the congregation have on 
manjr occasions expressed their appreciation. They think it is a splen­
did idea to ring handbells while the ban on church bells exists.
* N.emo \ may be interested to read this.

Besides rounds and Queens on 12 bells, we ring courses of Grandsire 
Triples and Caters ana Bob Major. 0. L. ASHBROOK.
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DEATH OF ALD. J. S. PRITCHETT.
MASTER OF ST. M AR TIN’S GUILD.

Close o f a Long and Active Life.
W e deeply regret to record the death of Alderman John 

Suckling Pritchett, Master of St. Martin’s Guild, Birm­
ingham, who passed away at the advanced age of 86 
years on January 18th, and was buried at King’s Norton 
Church on Thursday of last week. He had spent a life 
of great activity and public usefulness, and was held in 
great esteem in the legal profession which he adorned, in 
the civic life of Birmingham to which he made a long 
and valued contribution, in the craft of Freemasonry in 
which he rose to a distinguished position, as well as in 
the ringing Exercise, in which he was held in high 
regard.

Educated at Birmingham and Oxford, Mr. Pritchett early showed 
signs of brilliant attainments, and in 1869 was first in all England in 
the Oxford (Junior) Local Examination. An exhibitioner to Balliol 
College in 1873, he took a first class in mathematics in 1877, proceeded 
M.A. in 1880 and B.C.L. in 1886. In 1881 he was called to the Bar 
from the Inner Temple and gained a wide practice. For some years 
past he had been Recorder of Lincoln and had frequently acted as 
Deputy Stipendarv for the City of Birmingham. Mr. Pritchett was a 
great linguist, and among his accomplishments in this direction was 
a mastery of the Welsh, Spanish and Finnish languages.

Formerly a member of the Worcestershire County Council, he became 
an Alderman of the City of Birmingham, when King’s Norton was 
absorbed by the city in 1911. His chief civic interest was in educa­
tion. On this important committee he did much good work and 
became a governor of King Edward’s High School, where as a boy he 
received part of his education.

In Freemasonry he held many and exalted positions, and was one 
.of the very few to attain the 33rd degree. Some twelve months ago, 
on the death of Col. Wyley, Provincial Grand Master of Warwick­
shire. he became Deputy Provincial Grand Master in Charge.

It is, however, with Mr. Pritchett’s connection with ringing that we 
are here principally concerned. As a boy he learned to ring wjtli his 
three brothers at King’s Norton, and he maintained the closest 
interest in the art throughout his long life. While at Oxford he was 
an active member of the then newly-formed University Society, and 
he had been a member of St. Martin’s  Guild since 1874 and of the 
College Youths since 1875.

He was a vice-president of the Worcestershire Association, for which 
he rang and conducted a number of peals, and in 1902 was elected 
Presiding Ringing Master of St. Martin’s Guild, an office which after­
wards became that bf Master. This he held up to the time of his 
death, having been re-elected as recently as January 4th ,last. He 
endeared himself to all the members, for his interest in the Guild 
never flagged and his speeches at the annual Henry Johnson Dinner, 
in which he reviewed the work of the Guild, were always a feature of 
the proceedings.

Mr. Pritchett had been a member of the Central Council since 1894. 
when he was elected to represent the Worcestershire Association, which 
he continued to do until 1899. after which he was made an honorary 
member and had so continued ever since.

In Tiis younger days at King’s Norton Mr. Pritchett was an en­
thusiastic leader of a talented company, which eventually reached 
the Surprise standard—a rare distinction for a local band in those 
days. He conducted peals of Superlative, Cambridge and London at 
King’s Norton, his three brothers also taking part. For over fifty 
years Mr. Pritchett rang regularly for morning service at his Parish 
Church. One of his last peals was rung for his birthday about eight 
years ago. Unfortunately, he did not keep a record of his peal per­
formances, but the number he rang was between 100 and 200.

The funeral service took place at King’s Norton with full Masonic 
honours, and in the presence of a distinguished gathering of citizens, 
headed by the Lord Mayor of Birmingham, who assembled despite a 
day of fog and snow. The Bishop of Birmingham, Canon Dunn (Vicar 
of King’s Norton), Canon Blofeld (Vicar of Edgbaston) and the Rev. 
R. A. Haysom (Rector of Northfield and P. Asst. Grand Chaplain) took 
part.

The family mourners were Messrs. C. J. S. Pritchett and V. E. C. 
Pritchett (sons), and Alderman T. B. Pritchett (Deputy Mayor of 
Birmingham) and Mr. W. B. Pritchett (nephews).

The nail bearers were Freemasons : Messrs. C. F. MCnk. P.A.G. Reg., 
Asst. Prov. Grand Master in charge of the Province of Warwickshire, 
Mathew H Clarke, P.Q.Treas., Prov. Grand Master, Thomas Burman, 
P.G.D., Grand Superintendent (R.A.), and S. Guise, P.A.G.D.C.. Pro­
vincial Grand Se -etary. The Ven. H. McGowan, Vicar of Aston, 
Provincial Grand Chaplain, was also present, and would liave taken 
part in the service had he not been delayed by transport difficulties.

St. Martin’s Guird were represented by Councillor A. Paddon Smith 
(vice-president). M . T. H. Reeves (hon. secretary), Mr. F. B. Yates 
and Mr. E. T Alla way.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
LEICESTER DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETING. 

Cathedral Bells Rung Without Clappers.
The annual meeting of the Leicester District of the Midland Counties 

Association was held on Saturday, January 18th, in Leicester. In 
spite of very bad weather, visitors were present from Kettering, Anstey, 
Burbage and Groby. Miss Betty Rayneld, of Eastbourne, who is for 
the time being living in Leicester, was also present.

The clappers had been taken from the bells at the Cathedral, and 
a ring (although silent) was very much enjoyed by those present. 
Two ringers present had their first attempt at Stedman Cinques, ancf 
whilst they were handicapped by the number of ropes and the ring­
ing being silent, this was in some measure counterbalanced by advice 
of ‘ Dodge in 6-7 with the old gentleman with the grey moustache,* or 
‘ Dodge in 8-9 wdth the fat man on the box.’ This caused no small 
amusement. A course of London was attempted, but apparently * Ole 
Joe ’ was the only one who knew the method and he had never learned 
it.

Following the ringing a move was made to a nearby hostelry ‘ some­
where on the Globe ’—we must be careful, * somewhere in England ’ 
is much too precise. Here a very nice tea was ready, and here also 
was observed a fine example of the old adage, ‘ Wheels ̂ within wheels.’ 
There was a * Belgrave Barrow ’ (not on wheels), tiut very much 
staying put on ‘ fire watching * duty in a comfortable seat, and a 
tea in front of him which woifld have done good to the eyes of any 
food controller. The appalling feature was that he was too engrossed 
either watching the fire or the tea that he did not hear the efforts 
of the hungry outside waiting to come in.

After tea the handbells were set in motion to some Stedman Caters. 
One course of Grandsire Triples was rung by the Morris * crowd,’ 
three of the famous Leicester family with a ‘ Burley ’ fellow to make 
up the band.

A real scare followed, when at 7.10 p.m. someone came in the room 
and asked if any Cathedral ringers were present. Apparently the 
clock hammer was still ‘ doing its stuff ’ on the tenor for the striking 
of seven o’clock. A telephone communication had already been made 
to the Provost asking if the Home Guard should be called out. Bert 
and Harry went to the rescue, much to the relief of listeners, in­
cluding a worried looking policeman. •

THE BUSINESS MEETING.
A business meeting was held during the evening. In the absence 

of the chairman (Mr. G. T. H. Walker), the chair was occupied by 
Mr. H. J. Poole,

The hon. secretary, in reading the minutes of the last meeting, said 
that the two meetings proposed on that occasion had been cancelled 
owing to the ban on ringing and other difficulties.

The following officers were re-elected: Mr. G. T. H. Walker, chair­
man; Mr A. W. Perkins, hon. secretary; Mr. R. Barrows to the 
committee. Mr. H. Wayne was elected to fill the other vacancy on 
the committee caused by Mr. S. H. Harrison having joined the Forces.

The Chairman moved a vote of thanks to Mr. S. H. Harrison for 
the able way in which he had carried out his duties while a  member 
of the local committee, and expressed the hope that he would soon 
be with them again.—This was endorsed by all present.

When the question was discussed as to whether a quarterly meeting 
should be held, it was ascertained that there was a possibility of 
being able to ring silent on the bells of Belgrave Church. Conse­
quently it was unanimously decided that a meeting be held at Bel­
grave on April 5th.

At the close the chairman made reference to the recent death by 
enemy action of a promising young member of the Leicester district, 
Mr. E. TVump. .The company stood in silence for two minutes as a 
mark of respect, and the secretary was instructed to send a message 
of sympathy to his widow.

THE BELLS OF STAVELEY, DERBYSHIRE.
To the Editor.

Sir,—In connection with the interesting extract relative to Staveley, 
given in your last issue by Mr. S. F. Palmer, the following notice in 
the ‘ Leicester Journal ’ may prove of interest:—

* July 5th, 1782. On Thursday the 27th of June a new Peal o f six 
bells cast by Mr. Arnold of St. Neots in Huntingdonshire was opened 
at Staveley near Chesterfield, by three Companies of Ringers, viz., 
Dronfield, Eckington and Beighton, and to the credit o f Mr. Arnold, 
are universally allowed to be the best Peal of Six Bells in that neigh­
bourhood.

* The many excellent Peals of Bells cast by Mr. Arnold do great 
credit to his abilities in his profession, and the dispatch he used 
upon the above occasion in recasting the five old Bells and a new 
Tenor will do him equal credit for attention *to business—The wagon 
with the five old Bells left Staveley on Monday, June the 10th. arrived 
at St. Neots just a hundred miles distant on Thursday the 13th—the 
five bells were new cast and a new Tenor wt. 18c.-3-22 pitch F was 
cast the next day Friday the 14th. On Mondav the 17th they were 
taken up, tuned and placed in the wagon on Wednesday evening the 
19tli,—which arrived at Staveley on Saturday the 22nd—and on the 
27th of June the new peal was opened.’

ERNEST MORRIS.
Leice»ter.
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WHAT IS A GOOD SURPRISE METHOD?
A CRITICISM OF BEDFORD SURPRISE.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—We are all indebted to you for the re-publishing of the 

figures of Bedford Surprise, and I hope that some o f  our experts will 
"ive us the benefit of their views. The method has several excellent 
features, but as your object was to invite possible criticism, I would 
say thpt, in my opinion, it has several shortcomings; but so, too, has 
that * prince * of methods, Superlative. I know of no perfect method, 
unless it be Double Norwich, but here we are not dealing with plain 
methods.

In/Bedford, the coursing order is, at the back, nearly, but not 
quite, correct. The bell which should follow the treble behind (in 
the first lead the 2) is missing. Then at the front there are three 
bells out of order. This also is important, as we see in Cambridge, 
where, in spite of the fact that the coursing order is correct, there 
is the lar^e number of 92 unmusical rows in the course, due to the 
fact that the coursing order at the front is all wrong.

In the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 6th and 7th leads of Bedford, the number of 
rows with two or more bells between the tenors is only four or five. 
If'a ll leads were as good, there would be only 30 in the whole course. 
This would approach perfection. But in the 4th and 5th leads the 
tenors occupy the positions where they are parted, and the number of 
bad rows jumps up to 15 in each. Still, in the aggregate, the total 
number is only 53, and this is very good, being, in fact, only one 
more than in Bristol.

In the latter, the music is good, apart from the fact that there are 
many back-handers. No bell is separated from its course bell either 
at the front or back, although they sometimes come up in the reverse 
order. But when 7,8 occupy the same positions as 3,5 or 4,6, as they 
do in the 3rd and 6tli leads, we have 14 bad rows in each lead. This 
is caused by the fact that (as in the 1st lead) the bell which courses 
the 3rd or the 4th only comes to lead for a snap and then deserts 
its course bell, in the one case going behind while the course bell 
returns to lead, and in the other vice versa. From this it is obvious 
that the correct coursing order in the front is also very important.

We come to the place-making in Bedford. In the work in 3-4, three 
places are made consecutively. The structure of the method makes 
this inevitable, but more than two consecutive places are to be avoided 
if possible. These, however, are hand and back, which is to the good.

A further three consecutive places are made in 5-6 when the treble 
is behind, and these are more serious; for in the extension to Royal 
they are increased to seven, and in Maximus to no less than eleven 
consecutive places. The much maligned Cambridge has Bedford 
soundly beaten here, as its extension merely involves the insertion of 
sundry extra single dodges.

There is further work, id 5-6, and here we are suddenly faced with 
a snap followed by a pair of contiguous places, back and hand, re­
peated on the reverse. Now in Bristol and London, snaps and back­
handers are characteristic of the methods. We may or may not like 
them, but they are true to type, and are to be expected. Bedford, 
however, is in the main a regular method, and these are exceptions 
to its general character. They have, consequently, an air oT the 
incongruoys. I think that such features, in an otherwise regular 
method, are out of place, and must reduce somewhat the marks for 
construction.

We now come to that debatable question on the cross sections. 
There are eight- of them. A method with an inside place s t  two of 
them is called an ‘ Exercise,’ at four of them a * Delight.* There are 
still six and eight to be filled, and we have only one term left,
* Surprise.* Does this stand for six, seven or eight, or does it cover 
all three? Far be it from me to attempt to lay down the law where 
Jasper Snowden failed, but the fact remains that so-called ‘ Surprise * 
methods may, apparently, have either six, seven or eight inside places 
at the cross-sections. The lawyers would say that the classification 
fails for lack of definition. What I propose to do, in my summing up, 
is to deduct five points for each cross-section above six which remains 
unfilled, in this case one, and to leave it to the experts to be more 
precise in their classification.

To conclude, if I  were judging Bedford Surprise I should award and 
deduct marks as_ follows (possible marks for eac^ ^ u^jJ^,jJ00) :—

3 consecutive places in 3-4 ... 10 
95  ̂ The same in 5-6 (more

serious) ................................ 15
Pair of back-handed and

FOR
Composition.

One false course end 
Music.

Rows where tenors are
v divided 5 3 ........................

Construction and interest ...
95
90

contiguous places ..........  10
One cross-section unfilled ... 5

280 
Less 40 40

240 or 80 per cent.

Baildon, Yorks JAMES F. HARVEY.
DEATH OF MR W. B SAMPSON.

We regret to announce the death of Mr. W. B. Sampson, who had 
been president of the Scottish Association since its foundation in 1932. 
He did most of his ringing at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Edinburgh, where 
he was conductor for many years. In all he was associated with ring­
ing for close on fifty years.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
ANNUAL MEETING OF GAINSBOROUGH DISTRICT.

In spite of the ban on the ringing of bells, the Gainsborough District 
of the Lincoln Diocesan Guild held their annual meeting on Saturday, 
January 18th. In previous years the annual meeting has been held 
in Gainsborough, but this year it was thought the Institute, Lea, 
would be a good spot.

A fair number of ringers, representing most of the towers, were 
present for the meeting at 6 p.m. Canon Fookes (Rector of Lea) 
presided.

The officers were re-elected en bloc.
A statement on the finances of the Belfry Repair Fund was ap­

proved as satisfactory. No collection was taken, as it was thought 
that members had more pressing claims on their money in these days.

Under the heading of ‘ any other business,’ the secretary (Mr. 
George L. A. Lunn) made some observations on the future of the Guild.

It seems,’ he said, ‘ quite impossible to do much of a practical 
nature at present, and all that could be done was to keep the business 
side going and replace the actual ringing with social events, as, for 
instance, the whist drive that was to follow that night. It was re- 
gretable, he said, that the 1939 report was still not published, but it 
was no doubt due to some good reason. With regard to the 1940 issue, 
it is improbable that it will be printed, he thought, and if not it 
might be wise to reduce the subscription.

Votes of thanks concluded the meeting.
The whist.drive was due to start at'seven o ’clock, but owing to the 

terrible weather not many had turned up by that time, but after 
waiting half an hour and ‘ scouting round * the village, several more 
were persuaded to brave the storm. Five tables were made up, and 
with Miss M. E. Lunn as M.C., things went with a swing. One 
noticed, however, that the well worn ringing phrase, ‘ Lead so and so,’ 
is not confined to ringing alone.

Twenty-one hands only were played owing to the late start, refresh­
ments were served (wherever did they come from ? everybody wanted 
to know), and prizes distributed. The winners were : Ladies, 1 Mrs. E. 
Batters, 2 Mrs. Iredale, 3 Mr. Bingham ; g^nts, 1 M. Smith, 2 Lance- 
Corpl. Bundell, 3 Gunner Clieeseman. •

Mrs. Batters was warmly applauded for winning the home-made 
pork pie, which she very kindly gave to the soldiers.

ST, BRIDE’S, FLEET STREET.
‘ HONOUR TO WHOM HONOUR IS DUE.*

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—In spite of all Mr. E. Barnett has to say about St. Bride’s 

qells, I am still grateful to Mr. G. H. Cross and the rest of the officers 
of the Cumberlands for the chance to ring on them.

-Mr. Barnett left the society about the time the bells were opened in 
recent years, and I am sure he is not aware of the difficulties which 
were encountered.

I have re-read my letter, and I can only see one mistake, and that 
was signing my name. A nom-de-plume would have served quite as 
well, and I'doubt if Mr. Barnett would have troubled to make any 
comment. The columns of ‘ The Ringing World * should be kept free 
to carry on the great task of keeping ringing going. A task for which 
it deserves our thanks and fullest support. With all good wishes.

™ , J- E- b a i l e y .20, Swaisland Road, Dartford.

MEN WHO DID MUCH IN ST. BRIDE’S.
Dear Sir,—I have very great pleasure m supporting the letter ol 

Mr. J. E. Bailey’s, also extend my sincere thanks to the three gentle­
men he refers to in his letter and who have done so much in the 
past year or two in getting St. Bride’s bells on the go as often as was 
possible. I, for one, had had the privilege of ringing on all the bells 
round as far as No. 9, and I always found the go of these was what 
I  should term ‘ fairly good.* As for the other three bells, I leave 
that to those who have handled them, but whatever improvement was 
effected was all due to those three men who had spent hours of hard 
and dirty work on the bells. It is a great pity that their labours have 
«nded in vain under such tragic circumstances. Their work was the 
means of scores of ringers having a pull on these famous bells.

St. Bride’s was the first twelve-bell tower I  ever visited. It was 
on the occasion of a practice meeting arranged by the late Mr. J. D. 
Matthews somewhere about 30 years ago. I  travelled from Brox- 
bourne to London in full of hope that the Cumberlands would, turn 
up in great numbers. In the end we mustered only six ringers, in­
cluding myself, and I well remember the late Master saying, * I am 
afraid we shall have to give it up as a bad job, unless anyone wants 
particularly to ring.* I  mustered up courage enough to sav I would 
like a pull, as it was St. Bride’s.

I  think everyone who knew the late Master will agree with me that 
he never let anyone go away disappointed if he could help it, so he 
immediately said, * Up with the back six.* It was something to be 
half-way towards ringing on twelve.

I should like to add that we are still trying to keen our heads above 
water at Broxboume by silent practice. I myself fn d  it verv useful 
and' interesting. Our next practice is fixed for Sa turdav, Februarv 
1st, 2.30 to 4.30 p.m. I f  any ringers care to par vs a visit on that 
date I  can assure them a cordial welcome. •: G. RADLEY.

Broxbourne.
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STEDMAN TRIPLES.
ODD BOB PEALS.

Garter’s and its Relation to Thurstans’ Four-Part.
To the Editor.

Sir,—May I express my appreciation of the excellent standard main­
tained by your paper during these past trying months and the debt 
that the ringers of the future will owe to you for the excellent series 
of articles which, in my own mind, have more than counter-balanced 
the temporary loss of the peal columns.

It is not often that a misstatement appears in your columns, but I 
would call your attention to one appearing on page 513 of your issue 
of October 25th, wherein it is stated th a t:—

‘ Thurstans’ peal and the majority of peals which have been rung 
in the past years are based on Hudson’s course ends, but composers 
have always been trying to find some other set of course ends which 
would enable peals to be composed on different plans. John Carter’s 
odd bob peal is an example. It is based intentionally or uninten­
tionally on the plan of Thomas Edwards’ ’ composition, the earliest 
which we definitely know to be true.’

References in the following paragraphs are tq the 1903 edition of 
‘ Stedman ’ in the ‘ Snowdon ’ change ringing series.

Whilst no objection can be made to the first part of the quotation, 
I would point out that Carter’s odd bob peal is based on Hudson’s 
course ends. The ‘ odd bob ’ is shown on page 68, and if it is set 
out by the sixty course ends, it will be seen that forty-five appea$ 
in Table A on page 183. The' remaining fifteen course ends are the
* out of course ’ course ends occurring between the two singles, but if 
these fifteen are converted to their Y in course ’ form by transposing 
by the factor 425163, it-will be seen that the sixty ‘ in course ’ course 
ends of the ‘ odd bob ’ are identical with Hudson’6 sixty course ends.

If twelve round blocks absorbing Hudson’s 60 course ends each block 
of five courses, with each course called 3.6.10.12.14 are written out 
and the repetitions tabulated, it will be found that 5,040 true changes 
are obtained with the exception that the fourth six of each course 
repeats with the eighth six of another course and conversely the eighth 
six of each course repeats with the fourth six of another course. Upon 
further investigation, it will be found that repetitions are eliminated 
if pairs of bobs are called at 4-5 in each course or alternatively at 7-8 
in each course. In the first instance, 30 round blocks each of two 
courses (168 changes), in the second case 20 round blocks each of

* three courses (252 changes) are formed. In each set of round blocks, 
5,040 true changes are obtained and so a base for peal composition 
is obtained. *

It thus would appear that John Carter WoAed upon the plan of 
obtaining a peal with *the observation bell subject to bobs in each 
course, but brought home at the course ends, and although the use 
of Hudson’s course ends may not have been part of the original 
scheme, I am inclined to think that they were forced on the composer 
by the exigencies of the method.

The absence of any analysis of the ‘ odd bob ’ in the new edition 
of Stedman prepared by Mr. Trollope leads me to state an opinion 
which I have held for a long time, and that is that the 4 odd bob ’ is 
but a variation of Thurstans’ four-part. Most practical ringers will 
be inclined to question the 6anity of the writer, but if the two peals 
deprived of singles, extras and emits are competed, it will be seen 
that they have many points in common.

____ ,  THURSTANS’
FOUR-PART.

Consists of 4 quarter 
peals, A.B.C.D.

1. Nature of peal.

CARTER’S ODD- 
BOB.

Consists of 4 quarter 
peals, E.F.G.BL.

2. Nature of quar­
ter peals.

3. Composition o f 
quarter peals.

Three course block 
four times repeated.

Quarter* peals A and 
B called alike. 
Quarter peals C and 
D called alike.

Three course block 
four times repeated.

Quarter peals E and 
F  called alike. 
Quarter peals G and 
H called alike.

A and B united into 
one half peal by two 
pairs of bobs.
C and D united into 
one half peal by 
omission of two pairs 
of bobs, i.e., form­
ing two round blocks 
each of 30 courses.

Union of quarter- A and B united into E, G and H are 
peals. one half peal by two united by two addi­

tional pairs of bobs 
and the omission of 
two other pairs of 
bobs, to form one 
round block of 45 
courses. F remains 
as a separate round 
block.

' In each peal the two round blocks, obtained by bobs only, are united 
by two common singles.

When one round block is united to another by the use of singles, 
from the practical point of view the calling is changed, and in the 
case of twin bob peals, pairs of bobs at 3-4 become bobs at 7-8 and 
vice versa By the greatest stroke of good fortune in the case of 
Thurstans’ peal, the revised calling of the half peal inserted between 
singles becomes (with the exception of the omits and extras) the same 
as the calling of the first half peal. In the case of Carter’s, how­
ever, the whole nature of the calling is altered and bobs at 
2.6.8.9.10.12.14 become bobs at 1.3.5.7.8.9.11.

From the foregoing, it will be seen that odd bob composition is the 
brother of twin bob composition, insomuch as both have Hudson’s 
course ends as a parent and that instead of the odd bob being an 
isolated peal, it is but one peal composed on a separate system. 
Some readers may enquire as to the possibility of further peals 011 
this system and I enclose three which possess a certain interest.

1. A one part peal with only three courses between singles, the first 
single occurring at the ninth six of the opening course. Several 
hundred variations of this peal can be obtained with ease.

2. An irregular two part (or ten part) peal, with 120 six-sevens at 
back stroke.

3. A regular five part peal with 90 six-sevens at back stroke. This
Eeal contains no Q sets, all unions of round blocks being accomplished 

y singles From the conductor’s point of view, there are only four 
ways of calling a course to be memorised.

1 do not know if these three peals can be considered original com­
positions, but I leave it to your readers’ judgment.

Ther6 is one other point concerning Stedman Triples to which I 
would call attention,, and that is J. J. B. *Lates’ peal sho'wn on 
page 129 of ‘ Stedman.’ This peal comprises 50 courses in ten blocks 
of five courses each called alike (but for the addition of an extra 
pair of bobs at 12.13 in two blocks) and would undoubtedly be con­
sidered a fine composition but for (ihe use of two doubles to insert 
the remaining round block o f  ten courses. It will be found impossible 
to insert these ten courses between ordinary singles called after quick, 
but it is a simple matter to do sq by the use of singles after slow. 
Readers may ask why this lias not been noticed before—well, it lias, 
and if they will but turn to page 65, this peal will be found as the 
original compcsitibn of the late John Carter without the slightest 
acknowledgment to Lates for what is really a fine peal. I realise 
that this statement will raise the ire of angry correspondents, but 
if they will but turn to pages 65 and 129, it will be seen that the last
47 courses of each peal are identical call for call.

I would add that I have in draft an article on odd bob composition 
on the lines of the ‘ Investigations ’ in the form of an additional 
chapter to ‘ Stedman,’ and if any readers signify that they would like 
a copy, I am quite ready to have a few copies prepared and forwarded 
to anv place in the United Kingdom for distribution.

B. H. SWINSON.
c /o  Caribbean Petroleum Co., Maracaibo, Venezuela.
AN ODD BOB IRREGULAR TEN PART—ALL 6-7’s AT BACK 

STROKE.
14123456 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

A 643125 — — —
C 534126 — — — — — --  —
D ' 634215 — — — — - - —
F 423561 — / — -  S - -  — —
G 563125 — — — — — — — — —
H 514623 — — — — — — —
I 245136 — — — S —

231456

431562 F
621435 G
364521 H
235164 H
645231 G 435216
362145 H
614325 I 652341 D
314256 F 352416 F
125346 I 541326 I

/  325461 F 341265 F
I 634125 H 632541 H
1 261435 H 465132 H

W  i  653214- w 613452 I
1 253146 r 413526 F
\ 514236 I 152436 I

1 624513 A 642153 A
J 524136 F • 142536 F

X ( 213546 I X 453126 I

513462 •F 153264 F
,654213 H 612453 H
I 521643 I 145623 I
I 316254 D 356412 D
] 462135 D < 264531 D

Y "! 162354 F Y ] 564312 F
635124 I 631542 I
135346 F 531426 F

\ 324156 I 342516 I

, 124563 F ,  542163 F
( 615324 H 651342 H

263415 H 463251 H
W S 641235 I w 625431 I

241356 F 425316 F
\ 435216 I i. 231456 I

B. H. Swinson, Bogota, Colombia, South America. Oct. 16th
(Continued on next page.)



58 THE RINGING W O R LD . January 3 1st, 1941.

OTHER ODD BOB PEALS
(Continued from previous page.)

AN ODD BOB FIVE PART (90 OF 6-7’s AT BACK STROKE).
123456 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

D .634215 _ _ _ _  _
F 423561 
H 514623 —

— —. — S — — —
I 245136 — _ S — _ _
231456 125346 514236 453126 342516
431562 F 325461 214365 153264 542163
645231 H 634125 623514 612453 651342
423651 I 312645 '251634 145623 534612
136245 D 526134 416523 356412 246351
236451 F 126345 516234 456123 346512
524136 H 413526 352416 241356 135246
351624 H 245613 134652 523641 412635
562314 I 461253 365142 264531 163425
362145 F 261534 165423 564312 463251
614325 I 653214' 642153 631542 625431
314256 F 253146 142536 531426 425316
125346 I 514236 453126 342516 231456

B. H. Swinson, Bogota, Colombia, South America. Oct. 16th, 1938.

AN ODD BOB ONE PART. .
Rung at St. James’ , Bushey, December 9th, 1937, as a variation of 

Carter’s Odd Bob. Conducted by M. F. R. Hibbert.
123456 2. 45. 6. 89. 10. 12. 14.

A 643125 — __ _ _
B 543216 — x — — _ _
C 534126 —  x — x — — _
D 634125 — -----  X  -----  - i— _

N.B.—x equals pair of bobs.
231456

421653 Bob:s 2. 4. 5. 6. 8. S9. 10. 11. 13.
546321 1. 3. 5. 7. 8. 9. 11.
253146 1. 3. 5. 7. 8. 9. 11.
514236 1. 3. 5. S7. 8. 10. 12.

324156 461253 A 451362
642153 D 541326 C 312645 D 613452 C
321465 D 213546 C 526134 D 534612 C
641235 11 453126 B 416523 A 246351 D
521643 A 631542 D 365142 D 136245 A
316254 D 215364 D 415632 B 562314 D
462135 D 435216 A 356412 C 432561 A
512463 A 652341 D 164352 C 125346 D
624513 C 132654 A 243615 D 653214 D
354621 A 426315 D 536421 D 423651 A
146532 D 563241 D 264531 C 163425 A
265413 D 123564 A 145623 D 234165 C
345261 A 635124 C 256143 C 614325 B
152436 D 251634 C 361524 D 543162 D
324156 C 461253 A 451362 A 231456 D

H. Swinson, Hurgliada, Egypt. April 25th, 1937.

VETERAN SHEFFIELD RINGER S DEATH.
MR. J. A. DIXON’S LONG SERVICE AT ST. MARIE’S.

St. Marie’s company, Norfolk Row, Sheffield, regret to announce the 
death of an old and valued member in Mr. James Alfred Dixon, who 
has passed away at the age of 81 years. As steeplekeeper and ringer 
lie had a connection with the tower of over 60 years’ service,' and in 
1924 was the guest at a dinner given in his honour and the recipient 
of a gold bell memento suitably inscribed from his many friend^ and 
colleagues.

He had taken part in 58 peals and was also a clever handbell ringer. 
He was always ready to give his services at concerts in aid of charitable 
objects.

He was one of the oldest members of the Ancient Society of College 
Youths, the Yorkshire Association and the Sheffield and District 
Society.

A sheet iron worker by trade, lie was in the service of the Sheffield 
Gas Company for over 50 years and had the distinction of being 
presented to H.R.H. the Duke of Kent on a recent .visit to Sheffield.

Taken ill whilst at work, • lie was removed home, where he finally 
succumbed and was buried at Norton Cemetery on Thursdav, January 
16th, the funeral being attended by various officials of the Gas Com­
pany and representatives of the ringing companies in the district. 
Tower bell ringing being forbidden under war restrictions, a course of 
Grandsire Triples was rung at his home before the cortege left on 0 
miniature peal of bells that his brother, the late Tom Dixon, took 
with him to India in the ‘ eighties.’

Mr. Dixon leaves a widow, son and daughter to mourn his death, 
the son having been resident in Australia for many years.

THE WEIGHTS OF TENORS.
HOW BELLS ‘ GROW.*

The letters between Thomas Mears and the churchwardens of St. 
Peter Mancroft raised a question which has always interested ringers, 
for there are very few of them who have not at one time or another 
been engaged in an argument about the correct weight of a tenor.

We are all familiar with village steeples, where the bells have not 
been weighed for centuries, and where the tenor has a reputed and 
traditional weight, usually at least half as much as the correct one. 
That sort of thing is natural and understandable. The local sexton 
is proud of his bells and likes to think they are better and heavier 
than those in a neighbouring and rival village. The local ringers are 
sure the bell must be at least a ton—‘ You can tell that by the way 
she goes.’ The visitor to the Curfew Tower at Windsor Castle is 
usually told by the custodian that the tenor weighs two tons, and 
any doubts on the point are treated with scorn. Actually she weighs, 
we believe, a little less than 30 cwt.

But sextons and village ringers are not the only people who are 
prone to exaggerate in this way. Even the most modest of ringers, 
after he has rung to a peal a tenor of which the definite weight is 
not known, is inclined to give himself the benefit of the doubt, and 
to think that if there must be a margin of error it had better be 
on the large side. Then perhaps someone, who thinks he knows all 
about it, writes to contradict him.

When the long peal of Kent Treble Bob, 16,608 changes, was rung 
at Mottram in 1883, the tenor was given as 14 cwt., the same weight 
as that at Bethnal Green, where the previous longest peal had been 
rung, but the partisans of the London band were very anxious to 
show that the Mottram tenor was really no more than 12 cwt.

The weights of several heavy and famous bells have been at times 
disputed. The old tenor at St. Mary, Redcliffe, Bristol, was always 
given as cwt., and on the strength of thdt some fine heavy bell 
feats were claimed. When she was weighed before being recast, she 
proved to be less than two tons. This exaggeration did in one instance 
lead to a misunderstanding. The local men rang a peal of Cinques 
in about three and a half hours’ time, and when they published the 
record, some person wrote to ‘ The Bell News ’ and declared the
fjeal was false. His only reason for saying so was that nonnan could 
iave rung a bell of that weight to a peal in the time.

AN OXFORD CONTROVERSY.
The tenor at Christ Church, Oxford, was always said to be 40 cwt., 

and when Washbrook, then a young man, rang it to a peal on the • 
hack eight, it was claimed as an outstanding heavy bell performance, 
as no doubt it was. The weight was challenged, but the Oxford men 
stuck to their opinion ^nd the controversy lasted for some years. At 
length F. E. Robinson had the bell weighed, when it turned out to 
be a little ove- 30 cwt.

We are not quite clear about the details of this, and do not know 
how it was managed, or how the net weight of the bell, apart from 
the stock and clapper, was arrived at. Perhaps some of our Oxford 
friends may be able to enlighten us.

Tn the case of many of the best known rings, lists of weights 
supplied by the founders exist, and it is common enough to find them 
framed and hung up in belfries. These weights are generally taken 
to be authoritative and final, and, with modern rings, so they are.

But it is remarkable how many of the older founders’ weights have 
Droved inaccurate when the bells have been weighed in recent years. 
Mancroft tenor is a case in point. Thomas Mears said the bell 
weighed 43 cwt. 1 qr. 18 lb., and that, of coui^e, was what he was 
paid for; but when she was weighed at Loughborough she only scaled 
40 cwt. 2 qr. 21 lb.

Southwark old tenor, which in Knights’ list was over 50 cwt., turned 
out to be something over 49 cwt. And there are other instances.*

What is the reason? We have heard it said that the old founders 
used to weigh the. clappers with the bells, but we hardly think that 
is likely. The churchwardens in olden times were very businesslike 
people and would not have been taken in by such a dodge. We 
must remember that it was usual to pay for bells on the actual 
weight of metal supplied, not. as at present, a lump sum which the 
founder quotes to cover everything. Now the parish accepts the bells 
without questioning the weights. In olden times bells .were alwavs 
carefully weighed before they were handed over to the founder to be 
recast, a bond was taken from him to cover the churchwardens 
against any fraud on his part, and the bells were weighed before 
thev were accepted.

This weighing had to be done at public weigh bridges, which were 
to be found in all large towns and in most market towns.

There could, therefore, be no dispute as to what should be taken 
as the correct weight for which the parish had to pay. Nevertheless, 
it seems certain that the weights often were wrong. Very likely the 
weigh bridges were not accurate, or has the standard ton slightly 1 
altered in the course of vears?

BUY AN EXTRA COPY
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NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1 / 6 .

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d it o r ia l  
O f f ic e  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g , S u r r e y .

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Liverpool Branch. 
— The next meeting will be held at the Church House, 
South John Street, Liverpool, on Saturday, February 
1st, at 4.30 p.m. Handbells will be available from 2 .30. 
A good attendance is hoped for.— G. R. Newton, 57 , 
Ampthill Road, Liverpool, 17 .*

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, February ist, 
at Holborn Viaduct Station Buffet, at 2.30 a.m.— A. B. 
Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Notting­
ham District.— The annual meeting will be held at St. 
Peter’s, Nottingham, on Saturday, February ist. Hand­
bells available from 2 .30. Business meeting for election 
of officers 3 .30. Will members please make an effort to 
attend. All ringers welcome. Own arrangements for 
tea.— F. A. Salter, Dis. Sec., 110 , Noel Street, Notting­
ham.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE .ASSOCIATION.— A 
meeting will be held at Longton on Saturday, February 
ist. Bells (7), without clappers, and handbells available 
from 3 p.m. The fourth annual dinner will be held at 
the George Hotel, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent, on Satur­
day, February 22nd, at 5.50 p.m. Tickets, 4s. each, may 
be obtained from me on or before February 10th. Please 
apply early for tickets.— Andrew Thompson, 63 , White- 
house Road, Cross Heath, Newcastle, Staffs.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Hinckley 
District.— The next meeting, at Burbage, will be held at 
the Chequers Inn, Lutterworth Road, on Saturday, 
February ist, at 6 p.m. Good bus service. Handbells 
and cheerful company. All welcome.— W . A. Wood, 
Fosseway, Croft, Leicestershire.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.— Welling­
borough Branch.— The annual meeting will be held (d . v .) 

at Irthlingborough on Saturday, Feb. 8th. Mr. R. 
Richardson will, if possible, be present vvjth films. Please 
bring wives and sweethearts, but send names for tea  to 
A. Bigley, Hon. Branch Sec., 30, Allen Road, Irth- 
lingborough.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Silkstone on Saturday, February 
8th, at the Ring of Bells. Handbells 3 p.m. Tea 4.30 
p.m., followed by business meeting. Those requiring 
tea must notify Mr. H. Mann, Fox and Hounds Yard, 
Silkstone, near Barnsley, not later than February 5th. 
All are'welcome.— D. Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, Chapel 
Street, Shafton, near Barnsley.

59

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— Please note that in 
future meetings of the branch will be held on the second 
Saturday in every month at the Haymarket Hotel (oppo­
site St. Jafnes-in-the-Horsefair). The next meeting is on 
February 8th, from 2.45 p.m. Handbells, tea and meet­
ing.— A. M. Tyler, Sec.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— St. Albans 
District.— Next meeting at St. Peter’s, St. Albans, on 
Saturday, February 8th, at 3 p.m. Arrangements will 
be made for tea nearby. All the practice you want on 
handbells and ‘ silent ’ tower bells. Start the new year 
well with a good meeting.— Harold J. Hazell, Dis. Sec., 
15 , King’s Hill Avenue, St. Albans.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Rochdale Branch. 
— Next meeting will be held at Todmorden on Saturday, 
February 15th. Handbells available at 47 , Cambridge 
Street, from 3 p.m. Meeting at 6.30 p.m.— Ivan Kay, 
Hon. Sec.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Next 
meeting at Bushey' Guides’ Studio, Falconer Road, on 
Saturday, February 22nd. Meeting time 3 .45 . Excellent 
opportunity to practice method ringing on handbells. Com­
fortable room, social chat. Tea arranged. All interested 
in the hobby of change ringing are welcome.— C. H.

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOW ER CLO CK MANUFACTURERS.

E 8 T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FOR N EW  CLO CK S, C H IM E  A D D ITIO N S , REPAIRS 
OR R EP A IN TIN G  OF DIALS.
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  F R E E ', 

f p o m  t h e  
R e v .  E . S .  P O W E L L , S t a v e r t o n  V i c a r a g e ,  D a v e n t r y

ft. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS-Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble 

Dominated Methods)     ,   9  
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) .................  (.............................................. 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section m .  (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections 
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS   1 O 
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B     6  
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND DSE OF 

BELLS       ...       ... 
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples   3

Cambridge Surprise Major .................. 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ...................... ... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .., ................................  1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ................................................................................. .. 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 page*; treat* Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

4 GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.• second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
* STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
* SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list o f peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
Miss MARGARET E, SNOWDON
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e n s to n , L a n c s

P U B L IC A T IO N S *
‘ GRAND SIRE DO U BLES AN D TR IP LE S, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6$d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

4 BOB M INOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

4 CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7$d. each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain B o la n d  Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 J 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6 bell edition 6ewn, paper covers, 64pp.,

1 /2  (6 copies for 6 / - ) .
O btain able  on ly  p o st Ira s  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

• ta v e p to n ’ Vioaratf e , neap Daventpy.

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EA8Y HANDLING AND NON 8TRETCHING
Eat. 1 8 2 0  = = = = =  T el. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd .
LO UG HBOROUGH

O ra sr  youp Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  ppices in cre a se , 
ppe-w ap q u ality , and send us youp old  Bell R opes  

fop  p epairs w h ilst n ot in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------:

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IKKSTAND in Solid Silver

Diameter 2iin 2iin, 3jia. 3iin. 4in. 4Jin. 5in. (flin. 
Prioe 1 8 /0  2 2 /8  2 8 /8  3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /8  8 7 /8  7 8 .6

The 6in. size is also made to hold 60 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E . R U S S E L L  and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SM IT H  o f  DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John Sm ith  4> S on s, M idland C lock  W opks, 

D erby, Ltd.
H ead Office and W op ks, Queen S t., Depby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 8 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Pres*, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Roll* House Publishing Co., Ltd., Bream* 
Buildings, London, 1.0.4.
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JOHNSTON Ld
CROYDON

Founders of the 
H EA VIEST BELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons-of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE

in
; : • *

CANADA 
. S. AFRICA 

NEW ZEALAND 

*

Telephone 
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

B E L L  F R A M E S .
The history of church bells and the archaeological 

study which they present have had an increasing interest 
for ringers, large numbers of whom now realise that 
this side of campanology can provide a subject of con­
siderable educational value. In the past, ringers con­
cerned themselves very little with the history of the bells 
they rang, and even to-day there are many who have no 
interest in bells except as instruments in their hands. 
They will criticise their tonal qualities, their defects and 
their merits, but beyond this the bells receive scant con­
sideration. But there is gradually spreading an interest 
in the antiquarian aspect of bells, an aspect which the 
labours of writers like North and Walters have opened 
to a wider circle of the public. By their investigations 
among the church bells in the towers of many counties, 
there is now available material for a very fascinating 
study, and it is a matter for regret that the county bell 
histories are not more generally available. They have, 
however, usually been published by subscription or 
through archaeological societies, with the result that only 
a limited edition has come from the press, and in these 
days the possessor of anything like ,a complete collec­
tion of the books is a fortunate individual. From these 
volumes it is possible to trace the art and craft of the 
bell founder and the development of the bell itself.

Amid all that we can learn about bells, however, there 
has been, strangely enough, very little written about the 
frames that carry them. Perhaps antiquarians have 
thought them of little interest, yet the development of 
the bell cage and the bell fittings have played no unim­
portant part in the development of the art of ringing. 
Or should it be put the other way? Did men adapt their 
bell cages to suit the (expanding desires of the ringers, or 
did the development of the bell frame to carry the in­
creasing weight of metal which founders put into their 
bells encourage ringers to further efforts with their flying 
ropes, and did it make possible that bell control by which 
alone change ringing can successfully be done? That is 
a question which we leave ringers to answer for them­
selves, but the fact remains that very little attention has 
been paid among ringers to the manner in which the bell 
frame of to-day took its form. The cage which is found 
supporting a modern ring of bells fashioned of timbers or 
metal, but built on engineering lines to take the strains 
and stresses from the walls of the towers and give that 
ease of ringing which ringers now expect, is an im­
portant structural unit. It has not always been of the 
design that is installed to-day. It has been gradually 
evolved from a simple beam, and the changes down the 

(Continued on page 62.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most important ClocKs 

in the World.
C L bC K S REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E ST O R E D .

‘ THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t - ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration.

45/-
7/6
41-

gct. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  
H A L L  M ARKED  S IL V E R  
G IL T  O R  W H IT E  M E T A L  

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

Exact size

GEO. STAGEY, #H0
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 

•METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from ‘ The Pinging: World ’ Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NIC0LL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

centuries have been dictated by the slow development of
scientific knowledge.

W e publish in this issue the first part of a highly interesting
illustrated article on this matter. As far as we are aware 
it is the first time that the subject has been so completely 
dealt with in a bellringing journal, and it throws an in­
structive light upon a hitherto neglected feature of our 
belfries. Ringers are indebted to Mr. G. P. Elphick, 
hon. secretary of the Southern Guild of Ringers, Lewes, 
for this article, which has been provided largely from the 
material discovered from personal inspection of Sussex 
towers, and obtained only by much patient labour. It is 
this first-hand investigation which adds so much to the 
value of work of this kind, for it should be remembered 
that the results set down in a page or two of ‘ The Ring­
ing World ’ have provided a task which has taken 
months if not years to complete in leisure hours, albeit 
it has been a congenial occupation.

REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED.
THE STORY OF A SIX-BELL PEAL.

It was ell fixed up in a hurry. Somehow peals like that go off 
well and have a happy ending. The conductor came over on Thurs­
day, in search of four more for a peal of Minor on Saturday. He 
got his band, including a lady who had never started for a peal.

The venue of the peal was a small village some miles away, and the 
five * youngsters ’ and one not so young arranged to meet at the bus 
stop in a nearby town at an appointed hour. This was all to the good 
and saved having to wait for the ‘ odd one * to turn up at the 
church. En route to the bus, some of the party bumped into a 
prominent association official, himself off to attempt a peal.

‘ Where are you off to?* he enquired.
On being told, he said, ‘ Oh! you will find they are a lively lot. 

You will be lucky if you ring a peal at the first attempt. Anyway, 
I wish you luck.’

A local call change ringer was ready to welcome the baud on 
arrival. After assisting with rope adjustments he departed, asking 
how long they would be.

* About two hours and three-quarters ’ came the reply.
The ringing chamber, on the first floor, was very small both in 

length, breadth and height. In fact, the ropes only iust appeared 
through the holes when the bells were set at backhand. The ringer 
of the fifth had to operate with his back hard against the door, which 
opened inwards.

•The ringers found the * official ’ knew what he was talking about, 
and the first 720 was not without ’incident. It finally came to grief 
by a shift near the end. The menfolk were game for a fresh start, 
but questioned whether thej lady would find it too much of a good 
thing at the first attempt. She waved all such talk on one side and 
the peal was recommenced. The 720 ‘ practice* madeyall the dif­
ference and all went well until about half-way.

Suddenly tho ringer of the fifth shot forward and it seemed all was 
lost. Recovering his balance, he planted his 14 stone back against 
the door, telling the intruder to go away. After one or two vain 
attempts to open the door, the unwelcome visitor departed, but not 
for long.

The. peal was almost *<n the b a g ’ when the heavyweight on the 
fifth received a nasty jolt from the door. He managed to hold the 
fort, however, and ringing continued without mishap until the peal 
was finished.

Long before the eiid the conductor and the ringer of the fifth had 
decided what they would say to the intruder. Their words melted 
in their mouths when a youth appeared in the doorway carrying a 
tray complete with tea, sugar, milk and biscuits.

‘ Father is sorty he is not able to see you., but told me to bring 
this over after you had been ringing about two hours and three- 
quarters. I waited a long time and you didn’t stop, so I thought I 
had better come over in case you didn’ t know the time!’ Well, it was 
no use explaining a lost 720, and after all they had rung the peal.

The refreshments were very welcome and everyone was satisfied, 
particularly the young lady, who had rung her first peal. As I said 
at the beginning, it was all fixed up in a hurry and somehow peals 
like that go off all right. ‘ J. E. B.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh. St. Albans, Liilcoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

BELL ROPES
MATTE FROM ITALTAN HEMP. OR TTALTAN FLAX. 
SOFT ANT) PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone’ 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, CR A NTH AM
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CROWLAND BELLS.
THE FIRST PEAL.

To the Editor.
gir>—It was very interesting to read about Crowland Abbey bells, 

the first ringing peal. I should like to state that 1 had the honour 
of ringing in the first peal rung on the bells 45 veers ago. It was 
ray third peal. It was rung by the South Lincolnshire Association on 
Saturday, November 28th, 1896, in 2 hours 48 minutes, and consisted 
of 5,040 changes in four methods on tower bells, viz., four six-scores 
of Canterbury, four six-scores of Bob Doubles, 24 six-scores of St. 
Dunstan’s and 10 six-scores of Grandsire, all called differently. The 
ringers were P. Cherrington (first peal) treble, W. Ambrose 2, R. 
Wyche 3, Rev. H. Law James 4. C. R. Lilley tenor. Conducted by the 
Rev. H. Law James.

It was duly recorded as ‘ the first neal on this historic ring of bells, 
there having been a ring of five bells in Crowland Abbey for nearly 
1.300 years.*

The five bells are dedicated to five different saints and were rehung 
by Taylor and Co. in a new frame about 50 years ago. The ringers 
of 1, 2 and 3 were Crowland men, the 4th then of St. Martin’s, Stam­
ford, and the 5th of Peterborough.

All have passed away except the tenor man. Since the peal was 
rung the bells have been increased to six, and I think a peal of Minor 
was rung there a few years ago.

If my memory serves me right, they had a band for Grandsire at 
Crowland at that time, as Mr. Wyche, a solicitor, was living in 
Stamford, but used to go to Crowland most week-ends.

I well remember our seven miles’ drive in a trap. It was a bitterly 
cold day with the wind blowing from the Fen country.

Ringing in Lincolnshire at that time was at a very low ebb until 
the Rev H. Law James came along. I have watched the progress 
since with great pleasure, for we used to have to cycle 14 miles to 
get a touch of Triples. I wonder if the young generation of to-day 
would do it? Surfleet bells had not been rung for years until Mr. 
James went there. What a difference now! C. R. LILLEY.

BELLS RECAST. '
Mr. Lilley is in error in thinking that the five bells upon which he 

rang are dedicated to five saints. Only the teAor is a pre-Reformation 
bell, the others of the five are 17th and 18th century; the treble cast 
by Thomas Norris in 1654, the 2nd and 3rd by Edward Arnold, of 
Leicester, in 1788, and the 4th at the same foundry in 1797.

The original bells, however, are said to have been named after 
saints, as were another ring afterwards. The great bell of the first 
ring, cast by Turketyl, the sixth Abbot (A.D. 946-975), was named 
Guthlac. Egelric, his nephew and successor (A.D. 975-984), added six 
more bells, ‘ namely, two large ones named Bartholomew and Betelm, 
two middb ones named Turketyl and Tatwyn, and two lesser ones 
named Pega and Bega.’

The bells were destroyed in the fire' of 1091 which engulfed the 
church. Later the bells were replaced, but again, in 1171, the church 
was destroyed by fire. Whether the bells suffered, however, is not 
known.

Abbot Ralph Merske (1253-1281) erected a campanile at the east end 
of the churcn, w’hich was known as the * outward belfry.’ There are 
records of large bells hanging in this belfry, so that at that time thp 
Abbev possessed two rings of bells.

In 1405 there were * four sweetly sounding bells,’ hanging ‘ m the 
tower beyond the choir,’ which is generally understood to be the central 
tower. What became of the bells in the ‘ outer belfry* at the Dis­
solution is not now known, but, says North in his ‘ Church Bells of 
Lincolnshire,’ * at Moulton there is a tradition that the church bells 
there came originally from Crowland Abbey, and there is a similar 
tradition at East Pinchbeck, the bells being said to have been sent 
there because there was no other, tower in the neighbourhood large 
enough for them.* , .

In 1465 Abbot John Lytlyngton, ‘ in order that nothing might 
remain undone which is considered to tend to the increase of the 
praise of God. caused five fine and choice bells to be cast a t London 
and substituted for the three old ones, to send forth their sweet 
sounds with their harmonious chimes. The cost of these, together 
with the expense of the carriage thereof to Croyland by land ®pd 
water, amounting in all to one hundred and sixty pounds, was de­
frayed entirely by himself.’ . , , , . ,

Apparently one of the four older bells in the central tower had 
gone since 1405. Before the new bells w'ere hung they were solemnly 
consecrated and dedicated to the patron saints whose names had been 
inscribed on them : Guthlac, Bartholomew’ , Michael, Mary and Trinity. 
Two of the live probably remained until after 1783, and were those 
recast of Edward,. Arnold in 1788.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.
At the meeting on Saturday, February 1st, at the Holborn Viaduct 

Station Buffet, nine members were present.
Kind letters of sympathy and good wishes were received from Mr. 

C. T. Coles, general secretary of the Middlesex Association, and from 
Mr. F. J. Rumens, of Chicago, U.S.A.

Some difficulty had been experienced in finding suitable accommoda­
tion for meeting on Saturday afternoons, and Mr. H. Langdon kindly 
offered a room at 15, Farringdon Avenue. The offer was readily 
accepted by the members.

Respect was paid to the memory of Alderman J. S. Pritchett, of 
King's Norton, and Mr. C. Catclipole, of Ip&wich. Mr. J. S. Hawkins 
had deposited the peal of handbells (presented to the society by Lady 
Heywood and loaned to the St. Andrew’s. Holborn, ringers) in a ‘ safe 
deposit ’ strongroom in Holborn for safe keeping. Mr. A. A. Hughes 
ana Mr. E. Murrell had been appointed assessors of the damaged 
property and were making good progress.

HE HAD HIS FIVE POUNDS* WORTH.
A well-known ringer, who shall be nameless, on Monday realised 

the ambition of his life. Ever since he was a boy, and that is a long 
time ago, he has wanted to pull the communication cord in a railway 
train. That notice ‘ Penalty for improper, use £5,’ always deterred 
him.

But on Monday, travelling to ‘ The Ringing World ’ Office, he found 
himself on arrival at the usual station, a prisoner in the compart­
ment. Despite all his struggles and that of four hefty fellow pas­
sengers, including* part of the British Navy, he was unable to open 
the door into the corridor, which was on the platform side of the 
train. y

There was nothing for it but to pull the communication cord or be 
carried on to some other station. So he had his five pounds’ worth.

At that moment another passenger, entering the corridor from the 
platform, put his hand on tne door latch and, heigh presto, it opened 
as easily as the stone to the robbers’ cave when Aladdin shouted 
‘ Gertcher ’ or some other such cryptic word. **

The gentleman whose destination was * The Ringing World ’ office 
spent a good deal of time explaining to railway officials. TUiey know 
his name and address; he is now wondering w hether he. Really has 
had his five pounds’ worth.

CHECKING A  PEAL OUTSIDE TH E TO W E R ,
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—A peal of Major was attempted at St. Michael’s Church, 
Framlfngham, Suffolk, several years ago, and the bells duly came into 
rounds. The late Rev. J. Holme Pilkington, well known as a copiposer 
of Bob Major, sat in his Rectory, which adjoins the churchyard, and 
listened to the ringing, as he usually did, always being interested.

He met the ringers as they came out of the tower and said to the 
conductor, ‘ You are not goin^ to publish that peal, are you?’ ‘ Yes, 
why not?’ the conductor replied. He then explained where the peal 
was false, and it was not published. G. E. SYMONDS.

Ipswich. ---------------
B E D F O R D  S U R P R IS E .

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I wish to thank Mr. Melville and Mr. Harvey for their 

remarks on Bedford Surprisie. It was an attempt to produce a method 
where all the bells were in possible progressive coursing order. From 
previous attempts I thought this the most musical way. My state­
ment that all peals of Treble Bob would go to J3edford did not mean 
that these were the only peals possible. The proof of Bedford is much 
simpler than Treble Bob. The false course end 24365 is false only 
in the 4th and 5th leads, not together; that is the 4th lead is false 
with the 4th; also 5th lead, with the 5th. Therefore, the boh Before 
will separate the two leads as the illustrations will show.

23456 32546
35264 B 24365 B

Here are three peals of 5,088 of Bedford Surprise, but they are 
false to Treble Bob. Probably they have already been used for Bristol.
23456 M B W H 23456 M B W H 23456 M B W H

52364 — 2 32654 2 2 62534 2 1 2
32654 2 1 62534 2 1 65324 1 0
62534 2 1 65324 1 2 62453 — 2 1
65324 1 — 2 2 46253 — 2 2 26354 2 2
24536 1 2 2 23564 1 1 2 23564 1 ?.

Each twice repeated.
Saffron Walden. * F. DENCH

TOWER CLOCKS
W eight D riven  o r  E le ctr ic , b y  the 
W O R L D S  O L D E S T  M A K E R S  
E S T A B L IS H E D  O V E R  3 0 0  Y E A R S  
Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

J. B. JOYCE & CO. LTD.
WHITCHURCH, SALOP.

We have experts visiting all parts of the British Ifles, and shall be pleased 
to carry ont restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tower Clock
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE BELL-CAGE.
W O O D  FRAMES THROUGH THE CENTURIES.

By G. P. E l p h ic k .
During' the last few months ringers have had quite a 

lot to say about methods of bell-hanging— ball versus 
plain bearings. There is .one important factor that 
seems to have escaped their notice— the stability of the 
tower and bell-cage. Most of us have rung in towers 
where the bells do not run well, in spite of the fact that 
they are on ball bearings. W e  blame the bell-hanger, 
an easy thing to do, and leave it at that.

I have a vivid recollection of examining a cage when 
the bells, which had the reputation of going ‘ like 
houses,’ were being rung. The cage was behaving like 
a ship in a storm at sea; rising and falling at least an 
inch, at the same time moving sideways about two 
inches and battering the tower walls. It was the bear­
ings that were getting the blame in the ringing chamber; 
the real cause had to be seen to be believed. This is a 
bad example of what will happen through neglect, for a 
cage that has been well looked after is one of the most 
rigid pieces of timber framing we have.

Now the question arises how has the modern cage 
been evolved that it is so rigid ? Strange to say, this 
question has riever been answered; even the various 
archaeological societies have not paid any attention to it. 
While our knowledge of mediaeval bells is considerable, 
our knowledge of the cages is practically nil. So far as 
I know, Sussex is the only county of which a survey of 
its bell-cages has been made. It is to the frames in the 
towers in this county to which I shall generally refer.

In trying to place the period in which a cage \Vas con­
structed, we are confronted with a problem much more 
complex than that of dating mediaeval bells. No dated 
cages appear to be known before the seventeenth cen­
tury. For earlier cages we have to rely on the evidence 
of the age of the tower and the bells it contains.

If the cage timbers are built into the tower walls, we 
can be fairly sure that they are of the same date. The 
position and roping of the bells may give a clue, as well 
might a cage that has been altered to fit the tower. All 
we can do is to obtain a period in which the particular 
type with which we are dealing was in vogue, relying 
on the bells to give us a better approximation of the date.

W e  must also bear in mind the fact that the mediaeval 
smith and carpenter were the bell-hangers of their day 
and would use principles of construction with which they 
were familiar. The carpenter, for example, would use the 
principles of the roof truss for the trusses of a bell-cage. 
Another point to consider is that in an obviously recon­
structed cage the village carpenter would generally use 
the previous type as a copy, on which to base his idea 
of proportion and sizes of timber required. Where cages 
are moulded, help in placing them can be obtained from 
mouldings in vogue at variou's periods on beams, door­
frames and the general joinery of the time. It must also 
be borne in mind that most of the types that I shall men­
tion overlap each other by considerable periods.

Belfries did not become part of church structure until 
the seventh or eighth century. In the latter period men­
tion is made of them by the monk, of S. Gall and 
Amalarius. There is a record of one being built in 770 
a . d . by Pope Stephen III., or by his successor two 
years later. In 926, Athelstan causfed a law to be passed 
^conferring the right to sit at the town-gate on any

thane who possessed a belfry on his estate. There are 
remaining to-day Saxon towers which obviously were 
built co contain bells of considerable size. Earl’s Bar­
ton is a notable example.

W e are all familiar 
with the bell-gable, 
where the bells are 
hung between brick 
or stone piers above 
the level of the 
church roof, gener­
ally at the wrest%end, 
but there are many 
examples where the 
chancel arch has 

been continued above the roof to form a bell-gable. It 
seems quite reasonable to assume that this was one of 
the earliest methods of hanging a small bell; it being 
chimed by a lever. Man, being the creature he is, 
wanted larger and more bells, and so he had to build a 
tower to contain them; what was more natural than to 
hang them between beams, the beams taking the place 
of stone piers? (F ig. 1).

The earliest example of this method known to me is 
at Lynchmere. There is a cage for two, which I con­
sider coeval with the thirteenth century bell it contains. 
The plates, on which the beams rest, are at present built 
into the walls of the present seventeenth century tower; 
they are exposed where they pass across the louvre win­
dow openings. On closer examination the timber which 
is buried in the walls proves to have the marks of pro­
longed exposure to the same degree as the beams which

support the bells, 
proving that it was 
in that condition be­
fore the present 
tower was built. The 
central beam is of 
much larger section 
than the others, 
showing that the car­
penter realised that 
it had to carry twice 
the load that was im­
posed on each of the 

end beams. It is also interesting to note that the end 
beam of the treble pit<is laid flat, showing that the car­
penter considered it strong enough for the treble but not 
for the tenor, as the tenor and beam is on edge, although 
it is of the same section as that used for the treble.

It was soon found that, with the long beams neces­
sary to span large towers, it was essential to stiffen the' 
beams, as it was impossible to obtain sections of sufficient 
size to be rigid. The method used to stiffen the beams, 
or ‘ Heads,’ as they will be called, branched into two 
different types of cages. Either they could be braced to 
the. walls by means of a piece of timber, one end fixed 
near the centre of the beam and the lower end embedded 
in the wall of the tower, or by placing a post under the 
centre of the beam.

The most natural development seems to have'been to 
brace the beam as men braced their roof trusses; and it 
is as well to notice how much bell-cages and roof trusses 
have in common. They both have to carry forces acting 
from the vertical to the horizontal direction.
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At East Chiltington there are the remains of a cage of 
this type, as old as the mid-twelfth century tower in 
which it is built. /It is a seven inch tree trunk, with one 
brace remaining in the tower wall. The bell was hung 
in the centre, apparently not in alignment with the beam, 
for there is a groove cut on one side to give clearance for 
the bell to swing frame high.

There is another example of this type (F ig . 2 ), show­
ing some improvements in the twelfth century tower at 
Newhaven. The beams show two advances, for not ; 
only are they cambered, but the bells were hung close to 
the walls to lessen the strain on the beams. Another 
improvement was that the beams were nearer together 
than the diameter of the bell’s mouth. The carpenters 
had found out that a short stock was more efficient than 
a long one; so they cut grooves in the sides of the beams 
to enable the bell to swing clear, and at the same time 
keep the beams ■ as close as possible. There are many 
examples of this form of cage generally to be found in 
the timber spires 
that adorn so many 
o f  o u r  ancient 
towers. A further 
development in this 
type was to have 
vVall posts fixed to 
the lower end of the 
brace and the beam 
at the top, to distri­
bute the thrust over 
the wall to a greater 
degree.

The other direc­
tion led to the bell- 
cage as we know it 
to-day. I only know of two examples of this type of

cage (F ig. 3). At Cold Waltham is a fine example in 
a thirteenth century tower. It'is a cage for three, con­
taining two bells probably of fourteenth century date. 
There are several improvements over the previous types 
that we have examined. The heads, or beams, are wider 
in the centre where the bell is hung, and cut down where 
the lip passes, remaining at this width to the ends. The 
carpenters had found that once a vertical groove is cut in 
a beam, the timber between it and the nearest wall was 
taking no strain; in fact it was a liability of extra weight 
and the beam was stronger without it. They also had 
discovered that beams or the joists of a floor need not be 
so strong if they had a beam supporting them in the 
centre. In the case of a bell-cage the beam had to be 
lowered to enable the bell to swing clear, so it was con­
nected' to the heads by posts. These were braced to the 
head to make it more rigid, and the result is a roof-truss 
upside down. Yet this type of cage grew out of the ex­
perience men had gathered from making floors, the 
braces being the only part borrowed from a roof truss.

(To be continued.)

P"* 3 .

T H E  F U N E R A L  B E L L .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—With reference to the Rev. F. LI. Edwards’ letter as 
to chiming each of the bells in turn the morning before a funeral,. 
I have several times heard it done at Hodnet (Bishop Heber’s Church), 
Salop. If I remember correctly, they start with the treble and finish 
with the tenor for a man, and start with the tenor and finish with 
the treble for a woman.

At Stanton-on-Hine-Heath, the 5th is raised, rung a few minutes 
and lowered again in the morning, the tenor being clocked at inter­
vals prior to the funeral, finishing with three sharp strokes as the 
cortege arrives at the lych gate.* Here, according to legend, the ghost 
of one Madam Brown, of Sowbatch, was ‘ read down by twelve parsons 
at midnight ’ in the year 1777. Singularly enough, when the church 
was restored in 1891 a leather bottle was found under the stone floor­
ing beneath the Sowbatch pew. I understand the men threw it in the 
river. E. V. RODENHURST.

Frees, Salop.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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M E A R S  & msssL.
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(12th year

STAIN BANK,
IBellfounders & 
3  ell Hangers,

32 &  34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

Telephone B is h o p s g a te  8 8 4 9

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
4 6  o w t. O q r . S lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

HANDBELLS
in sets of any number. 

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
Mr. George Popnell, of 3, Pant-v-Cefn Road, Markham, Mon., has, 

we regret to say, been laid up for the past two months. He was 
bombed out of Bristol General Hospital, where he went for treat­
ment, and is now waiting for a bed in Newport Hospital. Mr. Popnell 
has many friends in ringing circles and they will wish him a speedy 
recovery.

We are glad to be able to report that Mr. P. C. Williams, lion, 
treasurer of the Bristol United Guilds, has now fully recovered from 
his recent serious operations arid hopes to resume wrork shortly.

Mr. R. Overy, serving in one of the technical branches of the Army, 
and whose present address is 275, Hornby Street, Bury, Lancs, would 
like to get into touch with handbell ringers in the district.

To-day is the one hundred and ftfty-eightli anniversary of the open­
ing of the bells at St. Botolph’g, Bishopsgate. Three complete peal? 
were rung, one by each of the leading London societies.

It is also the sixteenth anniversary of the only peal of Cambridge 
Maximus rung at St. Paul’s Cathedral.

Fifty years ago to-day a peal of Stedcndn Cinques was rung at St. 
Bride’s, Fleet Street, by a band of bachelors belonging to the Ancient 
Society of College Youths. It was composed and conducted by Mr. 
F. E. Daw'e. .

John Carter called at St. Martin’s, Birmingham, the first peal of 
Forward Maximus on February 8th, 1889.

The first true peal of Surprise Major in London, one of Superlative, 
was rung at St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green, on February 9th, 1850, by 
the St. James’ Society.

Four years later on February 10th the same society rang the first 
double-handed peal of Stedman Cinques.

The first true peal of Cambridge Surprise was rung vat Bennington 
in Hertford by the local company on February 11th, 1873.

Fifty years ago to-day 13 peals were rung. They consisted of Grand­
sire Doubles 2, Triples 3, Union Triples 1, Canterbury Pleasure Triples
1, Stedman Triples 1, Caters 1, Cinques 1, Bob Major 1. and Kent 
Treble Bob »Major 2.

R E V E R S A L .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I was interested by the account of reversing, but cannot 
agree with the statement tliat Grandsire does not reverse like Double 
Norwich. When I reverse Grandsire I make the hunt bell go in front
of the treble thus:—

2135476
1234567
1325476
3152746

\ # etc.
They rang Holt’s Ten-Part on this plan in Cheshire some time ago 
with the ordinary Grandsire single.

E. BANKES JAMES.

H A N D B E L L S  IN C H U R C H .
To the Editor.

Sir,—Ou the Sunday afternoon before Christmas a verv interesting 
candle and carol service was held in the ancient-Parish Church of St 
Mary Magdalen, Woolwich. At the start of the service the church was 
in darkness, no sound was heard but the ringing of the handbells 
from the crypt, symbolising the bells of JJethlehem. While these were 
playing the choir found their way into the church and the service 
began with the singing by the choir of * Silent night, Holy night.’ 
The Yule candle was lit during the singing of the last verse represent­
ing our Lord Jesus Christ, the Light, entering the world on the first 
Christmas eve.

The Gospel for Christmas Day was then read and the choir sang 
the carol, Away in,a manger.* 'During this carol the light was passed 
from lantern to lantern, reminding us of our Lord’s commission to 
‘ pass the Light on, to make disciples of all nations.* At the con­
clusion of the carol the bells were again rung calling us to Bethlehem. 
While the coi gregation listened to the bells, the clergy and choir 
passed to the crypt for the blessing of the crib, at the conclusion of 
which the choir sang, down in the crypt, ‘ Sleep, Holy Babe.*

The rest of the service took place in the church itself and consisted 
of carols and readings from the scriptures. The part played By the 
handbells was very greatly appreciated by everybody.

In addition to this service, a choir of some 30 to 40 voices from the 
Parish Church and from the nearby Methodist Church visited 16 
public air raid shelters and sang carols there. On several occasions 
this was preceded by carols played on handbells. Increasingly here 
in Woolwich we are seeing the possibilities in the use of handbells.

CUTHBERT BARDSLEY, Rector of Woolwich.
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DEATH OF THE R E V . R. C. THDRSFIELD.
A LOSS TO PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

The tragic death of the Rev. Richard Cecil Thursfield end Mrs. M. A. 
Thursfield, which we briefly recorded in our last issue, has deprived 
the Peterborough Diocesan Guild of one of its best known clerical 
members, and removed a leading figure in the civic life of Northamp­
tonshire. They died as a result o f a motor crash in their own parish 
of Cranford, within a mile or so of their home.

Mr. and Mrs. Thursfield were travelling from Kettering in their 
car, the Rector driving, when it was involved in • violent head-on 
collision with a motor dus. Mrs. Thursfield was killed instantly, and 
Mr. Thursfield was terribly injured. He passed away early on Satur­
day morning, January 25tli. in Kettering General Hospital.

The Rev. R. C. Thursfield, who had been Rector of Cranford St. 
Andrew and St. John since 1903, was 75 years of age, and was Rural 
Dean of Weldon Second 
Deanery, chairman of Ketter­
ing Rural District Council 
and of several committees, 
member of Kettering Guar­
dians’ Committee and the 
Public Assistance Committee.
He was also a member of 
Corby and District Town 
Planning Committee as well 
as Kettering Joint Hospital 
Board.

He had been a member of 
the Peterborough Diocesan 

•Guild and its predecessor, the 
Central Nortnants Associa­
tion, for almost the whole of 
his tenure at Cranford, and 
since 1923 had been president 
of the Kettering Branch of 
the Guild, to the affairs of 
which he had devoted much 
attention and enthusiasm, 
and by the members of which 
he will be sorely missed. He 
was seldom absent from a 
meeting; his genial presence 
and encouragement were an 
inspiration, and his help and 
advice of great value. _

Mrs. Thursfield was also T H E  R EV . R. C. T H U R S F IE L D . 
associated with public life as By courtesy of the Northampton 
well as carrying out a great Printing and Publishing Co.
deal of parochial work. She
was a member of the Ladies’ Guild, and, with her husband, always 
gave a welcome to ringers at Cranford.

There is a family of four, with whom the deepest sympathy is felt 
in their sudden bereavement. Mr. Rupert Thursfield is in Burma, 
Mr. Christopher Thursfield, of the Berkshire Yeomanry, is in the 
Near East, Mrs. Thompson (daughter) is now resideut in Portsmouth, 
and Miss Sylvia Thuraield now a Regional Organiser for the W.V.S. 
Before taking up war duties Miss Thursfield was secretary of the 
Northants Branch of the Ladies’ Guild.

At the inquest on Mr. and Mrs. Thursfield a verdict of ‘ Accidental 
death ’ was returned, and the driver of the bus was exonerated from 
blame. Evidence was given that there was bad visibility at the time 
of the accident and that Mr. Thursfield did not appear to see the bus 
and came across into the middle of the road.

The funeral took place at St. John’s Church, Cranford, on Wed­
nesday, January 29tn, amid signs of mourning and regret from the 
humblest villagers to the most prominent figures in the county of 
Northants. The Bishop of Peterborough conducted the service, while 
the Assistant Bishop (Dr. Norman Lang), the Rector of Kettering 
(the Rev. G. Holborow) and the Rev. I*. H. Lethbridge, an old friend 
of the deceased, also took part.

The church was filled to capacity with mourners, and the coffins, 
which had been lying in the church, were carried to the grave by 
the Cranford ringers. Many robed clergy were in attendance, and 
other mourners, representing every phase of county life, included Lord 
Brooke of Oakley (chairman, Northants County Council), Mr. McIntyre 
(representing the Rural Councils* Association of England and Wales), 
Alderman Haynes (Mayor of Kettering), etc. Ringers were repre­
sented by the Rev. E. S. Powell (Master), Mr. R. G. Black (general 
secretary), the Upv. A. T. Seggar (president, Northampton Branch) 
and Mr. H. Baxter (secretary, Kettering Branch), o f the Peterborough 
Diocesan Guild, and Mrs. F. Boulton (district president) and Mrs. 
E. S. Powell (Ladies’ Guild).

Lord Brooke of Oakley, at Kettering Petty Sessions, paid tribute to 
the memory of the late Mr. Thursfield, typical of many at the meet­
ings of public authorities in the district. Lord Brooke alluded to the 
great loss sustained by the death under tragic circumstances of the 
Rev. R. C. Thursfield, and expressed deep sympathy with the mem­
bers of the family. They mourned, he said, the loss o f a valued 
colleague. Although the end was sudden, perhaps it  had a happy 
side, as i t  found Mr. Thursfield alert in body and m ind, and i t  found 
a devoted husband and wife undivided when they walked through 
the valley of the shadow of death.•

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
ANNUAL MEETING OF DORCHESTER BRANCH.

Though their towers stand silent, members of Dorchester Branch of 
the Salisbury Diocesan Guild are seeing to it that the tradition of 
their ancient English art is well maintained in South Dorset. The 
zeal which animates the branch was in evidence at the annual meet­
ing at Dorchester on Saturday, January 25th, when it was reported 
that despite all difficulties the membership had kept well up to the 
average.

Handbell ringing started at 3 o’clock, the Rector having very 
thoughtfully placed a table in a comfortable and warm part of tho 
church to place the bells on. Some had their first try out, and cer­
tainly bepame very interested.

The service was conducted by the chairman, assisted by the vice- 
chairman. About 50 were present, and it was good to hear the sing­
ing, showing that many ringers are also members of choirs.

Tea was served at Mrs. Major’s Cafe, followed by the annual meet­
ing. It was good in these anxious times to see how the members 
turned up from the countryside. Forty-three were present, the towers 
represented being Bradford Peverell, Ch^rminster, Dorchester St. 
Peter’s, Fordington St. George, Maiden Newton, Preston St. Andrew, 
Puddletown, Stratton, Sydling St. Nicholas, Upwey, West Lulworth, 
Wool and Wyke Regis, and thene were also visitors from Wimbome 
and Shroton." Apologies for absence were received from the Rev. F. 
Llewellyn Edwards and others.

The Master of the Diocesan Guild, the Rev. C. Carew Cox, of Lyme 
Regis, wrote: ‘ Interest in ringing must necessarily be rather_ a 
struggle to sustain while our bells have to submit to the silencing 
authority, but if members of the branches can meet occasionally, the 
brotherhood will function and hopes will be kept alive. . . . We can

ive more attention to handbell practice these days and I  hope your
ranch will do something towards encouraging that. I  hope every 

tower will keep bells, ropes and fittings regularly overhauled. I  could 
say a lot about the “ ban,”  but no purpose would be gained. We 
just have to be loyal to what many o f  us beUeve was a mistaken and 
little thought-out policy. Anyway we know our people are only wait­
ing for the glorious day when they will hear our beloved bells again 
sounding forth the notes of victory and the promised peace. God 
grant that may be this year.’

The hon. secretary (Mr. C. H. Jennings) gave his annual report for
1940. Altogether seven meetings were arranged, but six had to be 
abandoned owing to the military authorities havijjg taken the halls. 
One excellent meeting was held at Charminster before the ban, at 
which 40 were present.

Congratulations were giveii to the chairman on his preferment to 
a Canonry in Salisbury Cathedral.

On Armistice Day a wreath had been placed on the branch memorial 
to the brethren whe fell in the last Great War. Regret was expressed 
at the loss by fire of Cattistock tower with the bells and carillon. It 
was hoped that when the carillon was replaced it would again contain 
a good octave for ringing. Membership had been well maintained, 
although there were many serving in H.M. Forces.

The balance sheet showed receipts for £33 7s. 6d. and expenditure 
£16 5s. 5d., leaving a balance of £17 2s. Id. All money was now 

.banked with the Post Office Savings Bank as soon as received, and, in 
addition, the reserve fund of eight Saving Certificates was now worth 
£8 12s.

Mr. Jennings said : * We regret especially the ban on Sunday ring­
ing. Various efforts have been made to get the decision altered with­
out success, but I am giyen to understand ^hat there is good reason 
for the enforcement of the complete silence. The past year has been 
a disastrous one for ringing—it was the first time for more than a 
thousand years that Christmas and the New Tear were not heralded 
by the bells. I  ask yoil where possible to practise on the handbells. 
We must meet again this coming summer. We must keep to it and 
not wait until something turps up. We must keep the flag flying in 
these discouraging days and be ready when the time comes to ring 
the bells for victory.’ •' .

The importance of keeping a watch on the ropes was emphasised by 
a member It would be very unfortunate, he commented, if the ropes 
broke when they started to ring them for victory!

Discussion followed for the purpose of arranging meetings during
1941, and it was left in the hands of the hon. secretary to make what 
arrangements he possibly could. He said he hoped to arrange two or 
three meetings during the summer, where perhaps they would need 
no hall or room.

The officers of the branch were re-elected as follows: Chairman. 
Canon Markby; vice-chairman, Canon Slemeck; hon. secretary and 
treasurer. Mr. Jennings; Ringing Master, Mr. C. Smart; Deputy Ring­
ing Master, Mr. P. Tocock.

The hon. secretary read a paper on fire watching in churches. 
Some in Dorset have already started this scheme. He appealed for a 
larger support for ‘ The Ringing World.’

Mr. Jennings was congratulated on his son, a flight-sergeant in the 
R A .F . and a ringer before joining the R.A.F., being mentioned for 
the second time in despatches. The chairman was asked to write a 
letter of congratulation ?nd thanks to him.

A very happy meeting concluded with votes of thanks to the chair­
man for taking the service and the use of the church, and to Mr. 
J. W. Smith for making the excellent local arrangements. The mem­
bers then adjourned to St. Peter’s Church and practised on the 
handbells.
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
SOME QUESTIONS W O R TH  DISCUSSING.

In a recent letter to ‘ The Ringing W orld,’ Mr. James 
F. Harvey, the president of the Leeds and District 
Society, referred to the new and as yet unpublished book 
on the Surprise Major methods, and asked whether, 
when it does appear, ‘ any guide will be given as to the 
order in which it is desirable that these should be prac­
tised, in order that the number generally known and re­
latively widely practised may be extended by common 
consent. ’ He goes on to suggest that some scheme 
should be devised ‘ whereby the same further half-dozen 
or so new methods are indicated as being of the highest 
quality and worthy to rank as Standard Methods. ’

Several interesting points are raised here, either 
directly or indirectly, all of them important, and all of 
them more or less controversial. There is the question of 
how a ringing text book should be written and what it 
should contain. There is the question of how to over­
come' the difficulties, financial and otherwise, of publish­
ing such a text book. There is the question of what con­
stitutes a standard method, and what are the qualities 
which should be sought for and encouraged. And there 
is the question whether the Exercise has not already as 
many good methods as it needs for the present, and 
whether it would not be well to make the most of what 
we have before seeking new ones.

These are, as we said, all controversial questions, and 
not one of them admits of any definite and clear-cut an­
swer. Even the last, which to some will sound like 
merely, stupid opposition to progress, has something to 
be said for it.

W e can well imagine many ringers with conservative 
ideas arguing like the following, or if they do not actually 
put their ideas into words, this is pretty much what they 
think and upon which they would like to act.

The object of ringing (so they hold) is to sound the 
bells in such a way that they give pleasure to the people 
who are listening outside, as well as to the ringers in 
the belfry. That is all that really matters, and the value 
of a method depend^ ultimately on it and on nothing 
else. To give pleasure we must have methods which) 
produce good music, and however good a method is it ' 
will not give pleasure unless it is well struck. Two cen­
turies of practical ringing have abundantly shown that 
those methods are most musical in which the bells have 
a sustained beat, which means the methods which are 1 

simplest in construction. No Surprise method can ever ; 
produce the musical effect that Plain Bob or Treble Bob 
does. Some would even go further and say for the sake j  

of music Triples and Caters should be encouraged, and | 
Major and Royal, if not actually discouraged, given a J  

relatively less important place in the ringers’ repertoire.
Furthermore (these advocates go on to say) no band 

can properly strike any method unless they know it 
thoroughly and have practised it often. In olden times 
when the best bands rang only one or two methods (it 
might be Treble Bob or it might be Stedman and Grand­
sire)' they devoted their full attention to good striking, 
now they are so occupied in learning and attempting 
new and complex methods that they miss the finer points 
in striking altogether, and are content with a lower 
standard than they should be. It is a common thing to 
find beginners taking d rope in Cambridge or Double

Norwich before they have learnt to ring rounds as it 
should be done.

A concrete case may be cited in this connection. Year 
in and year out at St. Paul’s Cathedral the custom has 
all along been, twice on Sundays, to ring three courses 
of Stedman Cinques. By general consent, St. Paul’s 
bells are rung 4 s they should be, and in a manner worthy 
of the great church and of the great city it adorns. 
Would the ringing have been of the same high quality 
if the band had tried to ring courses of half a dozen Sur­
prise Maximus methods ? And if it is desirable to in­
troduce variety into twelve-bell ringing, where is t,here a 
belfry in which the conditions necessary for doing so 
seem to be more favourable?

The very low quality of the striking which almost 
always obtains at ringing meetings is due to the fact that 
pieople will attempt to ring methods which are beyond 
their present capacity, and so they not only ruin other 
people’s pleasure, but themselves miss what should be 
the ringer’s own greatest delight— to take part in a 
really well-struck touch, be the method what it may.

Let us then get back to the old simple musical methods 
which we can strike well if we really try, and let us Jeave 
the rarer and more difficult methods for the occasional 
use of special bands.

W e can well imagine with what scorn these opinions 
will be received in some quarters. They are scarcely 
likely to be popular with young and ambitious ringers, 
and we should not care to have them taken as our own 
opinion. But there is more truth in them than appears 
at first sight.

The simpler methods are the most musical. Good 
striking is the first essential. Too many beginners do 
strive after much method ringing to the detriment of 
their striking. A good touch of Treble Bob is better and 
far more enjoyable to take part in than a rough course of 
Superlative or London. But there is a law of nature 
which ordains that in such a thing as the ringing Exer­
cise there can be no standing still in the old paths.

I There must be progress*or there will be decay. The tales 
of the marvellous striking of the bands of olden times 
are largely myths. Not wholly so, for there were bands 
then, as there are now, who did strike well, but there 
was also much bad Grandsire rung. The prize 
ringing of Yorkshire and the W est did produce excellent 
striking, of methods in one case and rounds in the other, 
but a price had to be paid for it which no one would 
willingly pay now.

Generally speaking, history teaches us that when the 
life of the Exercise has been healthiest there have been 
most new methods rung, and we shall do well to encour­
age method ringing as much as we can provided we 
keep a proper sense of proportion and remember tha't to 

! ring peals in the new Surprise methods is not the only 
thing nor the most important thing. The old standard 
methods are still the best, and should n#t be despised 
or neglected, but it will be worth our while to see why 
they are standard methods and whether there are any 
others which may, as Mr. Harvey suggests, prove 
worthy to take a place alongside them.

There is, however, one pitfall which we must try to 
avoid. It is so easy when discussing a matter of this 
sort to mistake our personal preferences for general laws 
and to assume that, because a method on paper appears 

(Continued on next page.)
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LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL.
DAMAGED IN AIR RAID.

Llandaff Cathedral was among the buildings damaged during a raid 
on Cardiff. The whole of the nave on the south side was unroofed 
from end to end and all the windows, including the fine west window, 
were blown out. The interior o f the Cathedral suffered severely and 
the roof of the chapter house was destroyed.

The spire suffered some damage, but, happily, the towers «and the 
ring of ten bells are uninjured. Some valuable stained glass had also 
been removed to a place of safety.

---------------- f
ST. PETER MANCROFT TENOR.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—111 reply to the letter of *T.’ in your current issue, I 

should like to say the bells were being ceased in peal when the 
accident happened” to the tenor. There is some considerable evidence 
of the truth of this, in spite of Dr. Parr’s statement to the contrary.

CHARLES E. BORRETT.
Sheringham, Norfolk.

T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
(Continued from previous page.) 

to us to be all that a method should be, it will prove to be 
equally valuable in actual practice. Many writers and 
eminent men have told us in the past what should be 
good methods and what should be bad ones. Many have 
prophesied the advent of some new method which was 
to take its place among the standard ones, and almost 
always the event has confounded the prophet. There is 
but one safe test, and. that is the general experience and 
tradition of the Exercise throughout the centuries. Not 
what ringers have written and said, but what they have' 
done and what has resulted from it. Trial and error, the 
rough and ready test of humanity is here better than all 
the logically worked out ideas of experts.. But we must 
have eyes to see, and common sense to use them. The 
proof of the pudding is in the eating.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. »
MEETING OF THE LIVERPOOL BRANCH.

All things considered, the attendance of members at the meeting 
of the Liverpool Branch of the Lancashire Association, held last 
Saturday, at the Church House, was most encouraging. The towers 
represented were Bootle, Oxton, Bebington, Woolton, St. Luke’s, 
Liverpool, and the Parish Church. Mr. Philip A. Corby, of London, 
and Mr. R. A. Saulby,1 of Wrexham, were also present.

Handbells were rung before the meeting, at which the Rev. D. P. 
Roberts presided until the arrival of the Rector, the Rev. D. Railton.

Tributes of respect were paid to the memories of Messrs, E. Caunce 
and J. Wilkinson, and the hon. secretary was instructed to convey 
the meeting’s sympathies to the relatives of the deceased gentlemen.

It was decided to  hold the next meeting on Saturday, March 8th. 
at the Parish Church, St. Helens, if the necessary permission can 
'je obtained.

The meeting congratulated the band who rang the peal of Stedman 
Caters on handbells in St. Nicholas’ tower last October. It was, -as 
will be remembered, the first of Stedman rung in hand in Liverpool.

The Rector read the reply he had received from the Prime Minister 
in answer to a request for the removal of the ban on ringing. It 
was very similar to those received by Mr. Llewellyn Edwards and 
other persons.

After a most successful and encouraging meeting, the members 
were entertained to tea by the St. Nicholas’ ringers.

OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.
MEETINGS DURING TERM.

A general meeting of the Oxford University Society was held at 
New College 011 Wednesday evening, January 22nd. In the absence 
if  the president (the Rev." C. E. Wigg), the vice-president (Mr. H. 
Miles) took the chair.

Reports were presented by the treasurer and the Master, the latter 
expressing the pleasure of the society in welcoming Mr. Miles back 
again after his illness of the previous term,

The Master. Mr. J. E. Spice (New College), announced that an extra 
set o f handbells was available from St. Peter’s Hall so that members 
may have more opportunities of ringing at handbell practices.

A .motion that the silent tower-bell practice at New College should 
be changed from Wednesday in view of other attractions of tiiat night 
was not carried.

Meetings during term at New College were arranged as follows: 
Tower bells, Wednesdays, 8 p.m .; handbells, Saturdays, 5 to 7 p.m., 
and Sundays, 10 to 11 a.m.

It was unanimously agreed that, in spite of the war, the custom of 
an annual lunch should be revived this term, and a sub-committee 
was appointed to arrange details.

Looking ahead, the Master foresaw the possibility of not more than 
five members being in Oxford next Michaelmas, and urged all mem­
bers to a vigorous recruiting campaign. He also announced that an 
unsuccessful peal attempt had been made last term. However, the 
band was undaunted and on the very first evening of term a quarter- 
peal of Grandsire Doubles was rung. There were ten different callings 
and the band consisted of W. L. B. Leese 1-2, J. E. Spice (conductor) 
34, W. F. Gibbons 5-S.

Pressure of work caused the secretary, Mr. W. L. B. Leese (St. 
John’s College) reluctantly to resign his seal of office, and Mr. W. F. 
Gibbons (Keble College) was elected to the post.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. The 
evening was then concluded with a plain course of Grandsire Caters. 
It was pleasing to note that, of the five ringers, four had had no 
previous experience of double-handed ringing before October last, the 
fifth being the Master, who had exercised such excellent patience* in 
teaching them.

BELLRINGER FOR OVER HALF A CENTURY.
DEATH OF MR. H. WALKER, OF LUTON.

We regret to record the death of Mr. Harry Walker, of Luton, a 
member of the Beds and Herts Associations, who died rather sud­
denly on January 15th at the age of 68 years. He had not been in 
the best of health lately, but was out and about on the day before 
his death. _ '

One of the oldest beltringers in the county, he was a member of the 
Luton Parish Church band, and was a service rather than a peal 
ringer. He had rung only 18 peals, viz., Bob Minor 3, Bob Major 3, 
Grandsire Triples 5, Stedman Triples 3, and one each of Double 
Norwich, Oxford Treble Bob Major, Superlative Surprise and Cam­
bridge Surprise Major.

He first became a ringer at the age of 16 at St. Albans. He joined 
the Luton band in February, 1909, and continued without a break 
right up to the outbreak of the present war. For many years he 
was employed by the Vauxhall Motors, Ltd., retiring last year. He 
leaves three sons and two daughters in bereavement.

Following a choral service at the Parish Church on January 20th, 
conducted by the senior curate, the Rev. G. B. Garrisli, with Mr. 
Fred Gostelow at the organ, deceased was interred at the Church 
Cemetery. The following ringers attended : Messrs. A. King, F. Hunt, 
J. Herbert, D Newman and A. J. Smith. Mr. U. Norris represented 
the Vauxhall Motors, Ltd.

A wreath was sent by the Luton band.
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REMINISCENCES.
BY A TOUGH VETERAN.

The question has ofteji been asked, ‘ How soon should a man begin 
to write his reminiscences ?’ But before that is answered there is this 
other question. Why should a man write his reminiscences at all? 
Surely younger people are not in the least bit interested in what some 
old fogey did and thought fifty or sixty years ago.

And yet it is a fact that autobiographies and reminiscences are 
among the most popular forms of literature. I f  someone who, during 
a long life, has mixed freely with ribgers and ringing, would tell us 
all about it, we should gladly welcome what he has to say. Only he 
must be someone with wide and varied experiences, he must be able 
to write good and attractive English, and he must have kept a diary 
so that his facts may be correct. We shall not, I fear, ever find such 
a combination in the Exercise.

I am not going to write my reminiscences. I  could not if I tried. 
But I have often wondered idly, at odd moments, whafc. brought me 
into touch with bells and bellringers. Most ringers, I suppose, have 
a definite reason. They knew someone who was a ringer, or they 
were connected with a church where there were bells. With me there 
was 110 such reason. My people were chapel folk of the straitest 
kind. I did not live near any church with bells. I never came into 
contact with anybody who knew the remotest thing about, ringing. 
And I did not meet a real ringer until after I  had got to know quite 
a lot about bells and ringing.

And yet, from my earliest infancy, church bells seem in some in­
definite and'mysterious manner to have had an influence over me.

It is most wonderful how some quite trivial things of long, long, ago 
remain vivid in the memory and keep recurring from time to time 
for no particular reason, while other and far more important things 
are forgotten almost as soon as they happen. Ask me what I did 
last Thursday and I cannot tell you, but I can remember, as if it 
were yesterday, things which happened in mv childhood, and the 
curious thing is that some of the most vivid of them are more or less 
connected with bells.

BELLS AND BOILED SWEETS.
When I was about three or four years old I went with my grand­

mother on some business of hers to' the parish clerk of the country 
town where she lived. The man’s name was Philo, and it struck me 
even then as a peculiar name so that I  remembered it. Since then I 
have never anywhere come across the name, except that I believe 
there was an ancient person so called, but recently I noticed, in 
turning over the leaves of Mr. Morris’ book, that a James Philo, 
evidently my man’s great-grandfather, rang a peal of Bob Major in 1756.

One day, when I was about ten years old, I  happened to go to a 
cupboard in my first and very elementary school, and then I picked 
up a book which I opened and read. It contained an account of a 
visit to a country church. What it was all about I forgot, but I did 
remember that the visitor was advised to take the rubbings of the 
bells, only he must be careful in doing so or ‘ ten hundredweight of 
metal will crush you against the frame.’ What it all meant I did 
not know, and I don’t  quite know now, but I do know that I  could 
at this minute go into that schoolroom, open that cupboard and pick 
up that same book.

To reach the school I had a long walk backwards and forwards 
twice a day. It led me through the market place, and I can remember 
stopping underneath the massive church tower and gazing fascinated 
at the dark shadow of the great bell that slowly swung backwards 
and forwards behind the louvres. You can stand to-day where I  stood 
and you will see no moving shadow, but it was not imagination, nor 
was the smell of the boiled sweets which came up from the cellar 
underneath Sullivan’s shop in Red Lion Street, which (goodness knows 
why) is always associated with it in my mind. I can 6mell them 
now as I  write.

A RUDIMENTARY BOOK.
I have said tliat my people were chapel folk. Thev were, and of 

the strictest Puritan type. Sunday was Sunday in those days, and 
you had no cause to forget it. Twice in the day -we went to chapel 
and once at least to Sunday School. So far as I remember we never 
found it any hardship, and I have no reason to regret it, but that is 
neither here nor there. It was the custom then for the chapel people 
to begin their services half an hour earlier than those at the churches. 
So I used to hear, in the intervals between the singing, the bells from 
a nearby steeple. They were a minor three, swing chimed. Perhaps 
they were those of St. Clement's or of St. George’s, Colegate, both of 
which were close. Very lovely they sounded, and -to this day I  think 
that a ring of three, swing chimed, is a beautiful sound.

It was some time after this that I began to take a conscious interest 
in bells, but how it came about I am totally at a loss to know. I 
and my friend Jack used to go for walks in the country, and when 
we came to a church, we would try and climb up the steeple, so as to 
get a good view of the surrounding district. Perhaps that led to us 
taking an interest in the bells, but I  miss the connection. What did. 
however, introduce us to change ringing was a book by a man called 
Benjamin Lomax, who, after a popular account of church bells, gave 
a very rudimentary description of ringing. It was not a verv good 
book, but it gave me the foundations of all I know about the art. 
Jack end I used to sit next each other (we were, of course, the two 
top boys of the school), and I have still Latin and mathematical text 
books with changes written wherever there was a blank space. For 
we began to work out changes experimentally before ever we had 
met a  real living ringer.

In thoss days the curfew was still rung occasionally at one of the 
churches, and there we learnt to handle a bell. There was little or 
no ringing in that steeple, so it did not bring us in touch with any 
ringers, but there was another tower which had five bells, and there 
we used to go and practise pulling up and ringing the bells singly. 
About the same time Jack’s elder brother came home from school And 
we roped him in, so that we had a fully competent three-bell band. 
We used to go to this five-bell tower—Mountergate it was—at any odd 
time and practise changes on three bells.

We had no connection with the church and knew nothing about the 
parson or the churchwardens, neither did they know anything about 
us. How did'we managexit?  We just knocked at Mrs. Harrow’s door 
and asked for the key. She told me, not once nor twice, that we 
were a nuisance and what did we want to come bothering people for, 
and causing an annoyance with all that row, but she always let me 
have the key. I suppose I must have had a way. with me.

At the same time we started to make a set- o f handbells for our­
selves. The first attempt was a weird lot o f contraptions with two 
hammers one 011 each side of a metal plate. Jack and I started for 
a 5,000 of Bob Singles on them, but we gave it up as altogether too 
monotonous and not worth while. Ultimately we manufactured a 
quite decent set out of door bells, reasonably in tune, and we cast 
the fittings out of zinc after wood had proved a failure. By means 
of them we got quite a lot of useful double-handed practice, and in 
the end we rang seven 720's of Bob Minor ott them, the first peal 
by all and my first as conductor.

INTRODUCTION TO A TOWER.
Before this we had increased our band to five by the addition of 

Charlie and Alfred. They were both senior to us, and already had 
rung with the real ringers. It was through Charlie that I was brought 
in touch with them. He arranged to introduce me to the captain of 
the band, and on the allotted day I went into the Efelfry, a very 
famous one, but not one where the traditions welcojned voung 
beginners.

I was received kindly. The captain had written out a full course 
of Bob Major on a large sheet of paper and distinctively marked the 
treble. He explained to me what hunting was, and asked if I  under­
stood. I said I thought I did. Did I think I could ring the treble 
single-handed on the handbells to a course? I  said I  would try and 
I did so, the other bells being rung double-handed. I was warmly 
congratulated on my performance and then I  asked if I might ir.v 
1-2. That somewhat surprised them, but they let me try, and I  rang 
it all right. .

There was, of course, nothing in it really, because though I  had not 
met any ringers before I  did know quite a lot about ringing. Nobody 
then or since has ever suggested that I  am anything more than a 
very average ringer. He would be wrong if he did, though I  have 
had the luck during my lifetime to come in contact with more than 
one really good band, and so take part in a few good performances. 
But to this day I  can ring 1-2 to Bob Major; even my two boys will 
not denv that.

Well, I suppose by that time I  had become a ringer. For two or 
three years we made quite decent progress. Jack called a five- 
thousand in seven methods for us at Mountergate. Charlie madje up 
our handbell*band, and we rang several peals of Triples, Major, Caters 
and Royal. One of them was the record length at the time, and I 
will say that I have never rung a better struck peal than that was. 
There were no trips, for a trip would (since we knew nothing about 
conducting) have broken us up. Charlie called this peal, for we let 
the conducting go round.

S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S .
A REVERSAL OF THURSTANS’ PEAL.

A correspondent sends us the following figures which were given 
him by someone in Birmingham (he does not remember who) as a 
reversal of Thurstans’ Four-part by Henry Johnson. These figures 
differ from those which we published recently as Johnson's reversal. 

2314567 S H L Q 467i325 S H L Q

4675321 1 4S 7413256-
----------  C 7416523
3415726 x x 2613475

A 2516437 x x x ----------
7615243 x 2716354

4513267 A 4617235 
6317254 A D 6417325 
----------  2715463
6314527
2417365 x x  x 2617534 C
7516234 x x 2316745 C

2413657 - C
3614257 A 2514376 C
5417263 A 2517643 D
6713245 A 2415736 C
4315276 A ------------
5714236 B 6514273 x
3416275 A 6513724

1234567 x x and 12 onlv
4671325 S2 (2 Sixes only)

All course ends are at a six-end when treble goes in quick.
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NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of i / 6.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d it o r ia l  
O f f ic e  o f  ‘  T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g , S u r r e y .

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  
M ONDAY.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.— Welling­
borough Branch.— The annual meeting will be held (d . v .) 

at Irthlingborough on Saturday, Feb. 8th. Mr. R. 
Richardson will, if possible, be present with films. Please 
bring wives and sweethearts.— A. Bigley, Hon. Branch 
Sec., 30, Allen Road, Irthlingborough.

BARNSLEY AN D DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Silkstone on Saturday, February 
8th, at the Ring of Bells. Handbells 3 p.m. Tea 4.30 
p.m., followed by business meeting. All are welcome.—  
D. Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, Chapel Street, Shafton, near 
Barnsley.

CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Macclesfield 
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held on Saturday, 
February 8th; at Christ Church Institute, Macclesfield. 
Tea 4.30 p.m., meeting after. Handbells and billiards 
for all who wait. Owing to the hon. secretary being in
H.M. Forces, all names for tea to J. Worth, The Clock, 
Broken Cross, Macclesfield.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— St. Albans 
District.— Next meeting at St. Peter’s, St. Albans, on 
Saturday, February 8th, at 3 p.m. Arrangements will 
be made for tea nearby. All the practice you want on 
handbells and ‘ silent ’ tower bells. Start the new year 
well with a good meeting.— Harold J. Hazell, Dis. Sec., 
! 5> King’s Hill Avenue, St. Albans. *

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— Please note that in 
future meetings of the branch will be held on the second 
Saturday in every month at the Haymarket Hotel (oppo­
site St. James-in-the-Horsefair). The next meeting is on 
February 8th, from 2.45 p.m. Handbells, tea and meet­
ing.— A. M. Tyler, Sec.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— RocTidale Branch. 
— Next meeting will be held at Todmorden on Saturday, 
February 15th. Handbells available at 4 7 , Cambridge 
Street, from 3 p.m. Meeting at 6.30 p.m.— Ivan Kay, 
Hon. Sec.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE Y O U T H S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, February 
15th. Members will meet at Holborn Viaduct Station 
Buffet at 2.30 p.m. By kind invitation of Mr. H. Lang- 
don, the business meeting with handbell ringing will 
take place at 15 , Farringdon Avenue, E .C .4 , at 3 p.m.—  
A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Eversfield Road, 
Reigate.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.— Kettering 
Branch.— The branch annual meeting will be held at 
Kettering on Saturday, February 15th. Service 4.15 
p.m. Tea and meeting to follow. Please notify me if 
you require tea.— H. Baxter, 2 1 , Charles Street, Roth- 
well.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Leatherhead 
District.— The annual district meeting will be held at 
Le^therhead on Saturday, February 15th. Service 3.30 
in Parish Church. Tea at the Duke’s Head at 4 .30, fol­
lowed by the usual business meeting. Handbells avail­
able for the rest of the evening. Please remember cater­
ing difficulties and notify Mr. A. Dean, 24, Church 
W alk, Leatherhead, as soon' as possible, if you require 
tea.— A. H. Smith, Hon. Sec.

PETERBOROUGH' DIOCESAN GUILD.— Daventry 
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at the Abbey 
Buildings, Daventry, on Saturday, February 15th. Chair 
to be taken at 5.30 p.m. W ill members kindly make an 

.effort to attend?— W . C. Moore, 5 , Williams Terrace, 
Daventry, Northants. ,

HERTFORD CO UNTY ASSOCIATION.— Next 
meeting at Bushey,* Guides’ Studio, Falconer Road, on 
Saturday,,February 22nd. . Meeting time 3 .45 . Excellent 
opportunity to practice method ringing on handbells. Com­
fortable room, social chat. Tea arranged. All interested 
in the hobby of change ringing are welcome.— C. H. 
Horton, 53, Aldenham Road, Bushey.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.— The 
annual meeting will be held in the Church Room, Hart- 
field, on Saturday, February 22nd, at 3 p.m. Business 
meeting at 3 .30. No arrangements for tea. Come along 
and meet old friends and have a social afternoon to­
gether. Handbells available.— C. A. Bassett, Assist. 
Sec., 3 , Pendrill Place, Wadhurst, Tunbridge Wells.

ST. M ARTIN’S GUILD FOR TH E DIOCESE OF 
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755).— The 53rd annual 
Henry Johnson Commemoration will be held at the Im­
perial Hotel, Temple Street, Birmingham, on Saturday, 
March 1st. Owing to prevailing conditions this will be 
a luncheon to commence at 1.30  p.m. prompt, Vice-Presi- 
dent Councillor A. Paddon Smith in the chair. Tickets 
will be issued to fully paid-up members at is. each; to 
other members and friends at 5s. 6d. each. All applica­
tions for tickets must be received by Saturday, February 
22nd. Apply T. H. Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136 , Newton 
Road, Sparkhill, Birmingham, ix.

„LZk-s ‘COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A  H istory  of the Society

5/6 (port free) from

‘ THE RINGING WORLD ’ WOKH?G,P*US&EY.ROAD

a. &. F. COPE &  CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOW ER n Lr  CK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FOR NEW  CLO CKS, C H IM E  A D D ITIO N S, REPAIRS 
OR R EP A IN TIN G  O F DIAL8.
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  F R E E !  

f r o m  th e  
R e v . E . S< P O W E L L , S t a v e r t o n  V ic a r a g e , D a v e n t r y

s. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS-Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble

Dominated Methods) .............................................................. 9
COLLECTION OF PEAU3—Section II. (PUin Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) ..................................... ...............................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ... ................ . ... 1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B............................. 6
CARD OP INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF 

BELLS ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triplea ..........  3

Cambridge Surprise Major .................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ; ......................... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ........................................ 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Idition) ........................................................................................... 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ R OPE-SIGH'i',’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book V>y J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

* TREBLE BOB,* Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
* SURPRISE METHODS,' 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list o f peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
Mis* MARGARET E, SNOWDON 
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U I v e r s t  o n , L a n o s

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ QRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7$d. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedmen, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 / 9  
(6  copies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6  bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6  copies for 6 /-).
O btain able  on ly  p o st fre e  fr o m  Row. E. S . POWELL, 

■ ta v s r to n  V lo a r a is , n s t r  O svon try .

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLR0PE8*
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING

Eat. 1 8 2 0  ----------------= ■ Tel. 8 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  prioea In crea se , 
p re -w a r  q u a lity , and sen d  us y o u r  old  Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst n o t in use .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T 8  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S  
----------------- --------------- ------- ------------------------- ---------------------------------------------- -

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND &  in Solid Silver

Diametet 2iin 2jin, 3iin. 3Jin. tin. 4}in. Bin. 5}in. 
Prioe 18/S  2 2 /S  2 8 /6  3 3 /8  4 2 /-  S 2 /6  8 7 /8  7 * 6

The 6in. size is also made to hold SO cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E . R U S S E L L  and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

S M IT H  o f  DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  4t S o n s, M idland C lock  W ork s, 

D erby, Ltd.
H ead Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. No, D E R B Y  4 S S 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , DB.RBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Bream* 
Buildings, London, B.0.4.
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CROYDON

Founders of the 
H EA VIEST BELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE

in
CANADA 

S. AFRICA 
NEW ZEALAND
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Telephone 
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

THE CHOICE OF SURPRISE METHODS
The roots of our art were planted so far back in the 

centuries that it is hardly realised by the majority of 
present-day ringers that Surprise Major ringing has be­
come,a common practice only within living memory. Yet 
so it is. W e  are reminded of the fact by the mention 
elsewhere of the anniversary of the birth of William 
Wakley, the man who was leader of the band at Burton- 
on-Trent in the eighties which put Surprise ringing on 
a new plane. Before those days, there had been solitary 
peals rung in various parts of the country, but it was at 
Burton-on-Trent that Surprise ■ringing first gained a per­
manent hold upon the Exercise. Up to that time, and 
even for a while afterwards, Surprise methods were re­
garded as ‘ crank ’ productions by those who looked 
askance at anything outside the standard methods, but 
Wakley and his band, who were followed by Washbrook 
and his Oxford Guild company, with the St. Peter’s, 
Brighton, ringers close after them, showed that Surprise 
ringing was no freak and that the methods— Superlative, 
Cambridge and London— had no terrors for those bold 
enough to tackle them. Thereafter the practice of Sur­
prise methods spread to different parts of thfe country, 
and there was quite a keen rivalry between certain well- 
known bands. Although from lack of material little was 
done to break away from the old methods, the Burton 
ringers were again the first to take the initiative with 
New Cumberland.

What has followed since in the development of Surprise 
ringing has happened with increasing velocity. All over 
the country local companies which could muster Surprise 
bands grew up. New methods were sought and rung, 
until to-day well over a hundred of them have been placed 
on the records in peal performances, and there is waiting 
to be published a ‘ Collection ’ which will provide hun­
dreds more. The volume contains but a selection from a 
much larger number of methods that have been worked 
out in detail, but the extent of the Surprise Major 
methods, good, bad and indifferent, is nearly two hun­
dred million— to be exact, according to one of the leading 
mathematicians of the Exercise, 188,655 ,880. This is a 
staggering total, leaving more than ample scope for those 
ringers who take methods in their stride and are for ever 
seeking pastures new. It is a good thing that the Cen­
tral Council, have an expert committee to sift the grain 
from the chaff. In the Collection that is awaiting a more 
appropriate time to make its appearance, every care has 
been taken to give what is considered the best of the 
various types of method, and the selection should be wide 
enough to satisfy the most ambitious ringer.

(Continued 011 pege 74.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makars o f  many of the largest and most Important Clocks 

in the World.
*  CLOCKS R E PA IR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

‘THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration.
9Ct. H A L L  M ARKE D  G O L D  . .  457- 
H A L L  M ARKED  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G IL T  OR W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/- 
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
t e  engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, S E U "
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
* METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from ' The Ringing World ’ Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

That there is now a wide interest in the Surprise 
methods as a class cannot be denied. There are other and 
equally difficult methods to be found in other classes, but 
Surprise ringing seems to have an attraction of its own. 
On the foundation laid by the pioneers of fifty or sixty 
years ago others have built and reaped the benefit. Last 
century a Surprise peal was something to be proud of 
and to talk about; it came only after careful study and 
painstaking practice. Modern Surprise ringing is no less 
praiseworthy, but does not offer a tithe of the difficulties 
that appeared to present themselves to the ringers of a 
generation ago. It has been the same, of course, through 
the ages; the simpler methods in the early days offered 
difficulties which seemed to evaporate with the years. 
Leaving aside the complications added by ‘ splicing, ’ 
scores of Surprise methods were being rung before the 
war, many of them just once and then forgptten.

There is this difference in the way in which such 
methods w’ere rung in the early period, and the manner 
in which they have been rung in later times. Wakley 
and those who came in the immediately succeeding years 
tackled a method with the intention of remembering it; 
most of the new methods rung in the l^st fifteen or 
twenty years have been ‘ crammed ’ for the purpose of 
ringing a peal or two and then cast aside. And yet there 
are few ringers even to-day who, when approaching the 
three old methods which have formed the basis of Sur­
prise ringing, have not mastered them with sufficient 
thoroughness to remember them for the rest of their 
lives. A few ringers there are who carry one or two 
other methods in their heads, methods which have grown 
in popularky like Bristol and Yorkshire, but this cannot 
be said of any large number.

There is, we feel, a good deal to be said for the plea 
recently made in these columns that a selection of the best 
of the Surprise methods should be popularised. Per­
haps, in course of time, when ringing is resumed and 
bands are once more built up, encouragement will be 
given on these lines, and the ringer of the future will have 
a repertoire of a dozen or more Surprise Major methods 
to which he can turn as readily as he does now to Super­
lative or Cambridge. These methods have stood the test 
of time; it may be because when Surprise ringing began 
there was nothing else to practise, and they became in­
grained, as it w'ere, in the ringer’s method make-up. Be 
that as it may, whatever else comes to take their place or 
supplement them, it will have to be able to stand the 
same test. Let its merits be what they may on paper, it 
is the trial in the tower that counts, and while we may 
look for guidance from those best able to advise us, 
ringers will make their own choice ultimately. But the 
progress of the art can be served if the best that is avail­
able can be laid bare to choose from, with a frank exposi­
tion of the merits and demerits of what is given us.

BILLINGSHURST, SUSSEX.—On Monday, January 27th, at Nye- 
wood, Station Road, 720 Bob Minor: Harold.Wood 1-2, Pte. E. Rapley 
(conductor) 3-4, Cecil Longhurst 5-6.

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM
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HANDBELL PEALS.
ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX,

THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 
DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Friday, January 31, 1941, in Two Hours and Five Minutes,
A t  24 , S u f f o l k  R o a d ,

A PEAL O F  BOB M IN O R , 6040 C H A N G E 8 )
Seven 720’s each called differently.

M r s . J . T h o m a s ........................  1-2 | J o h n  T h o m a s  ........................  3-4
• H a r o l d  H o w s o n  ..............  5-6

Conducted by J o h n  T h o m a s ,

* First peal.
HIGHWEEK, DEVON.

THE DEVONSHIRE GUILD. 
On Monday, February 3 ,1 941 , in Two Hours and Fourteen Minutes,

A t  P b r r y  F a r m ,

A PEAL O F  D O U B L E S , 5040 C H A N G ES ;
Being one six-score each of St. Dunstan’s, Dream, Morning Star, 
College Pleasure, College Doubles, London Doubles, Primrose, April 
Day and Old Doubles, four six-scores of Bob Doubles and 29 of Grand­

sire Doubles (10 callings).
Jam b s E. L i l l B y ........................  1-2 | C h a r l e s  R. L i l l e y  ... ... 3-4

H e n r y  G. L e w i s ........................ 5-6
Conducted by C h a r l e s  R. L i l l e y .

The conductor has now rung a peal on every day in the year.
BUSHEY, HERTS.

THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION. 
On Wednesday, February 5, 1940, in One Hour and Fifty-One Minutes, 

A t  50, R u d o lp h  R o a d ,

A P E A L OF BOB MINOR, 6040 CHANGES;
Seven 720’s, with seven different callings. Tenor size 15 in C.
• L e o n a r d  L u c k ........................  1-2  | C h r i s .  W . W o o l l e y ..............  3-4

E d w in  J b n m i n g s ........................t j - 6

Conducted by C. W. W o o l l e y .

Witness: Mrs. Jennings.
* First peal of Minor on handbells.

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .
FARNHAM DISTRICT MAINTAINS FINANCIAL POSITION.
The Farnham District of the Guildford Diocesan Guild will not hold 

an annual meeting this year, but a report and balance sheet has been 
issued to the members. Financially the district has maintained its 
position despite the war. Subscriptions amounted to £13, of which 
£6 10s. was remitted to the general treasurer. The expenditure was 
£6 4s. 5d. and 'the balance in hand is £13 12s. Id., against £13 6s. 6d. 
at the end of the previous year.

The report, presented by Miss E. C. Soutliby, the acting hon. secre­
tary, says:—

Apart from the annual general meeting, the district lias had no 
activity during the past year, although two attempts were made to 
arrange meetings. Hawley had various reasons why a meeting could 
not be held there, and at Crondall arrangements were cancelled the 
day before the fixed date, owing to a military circular being received 
by the Vicar to the effect that bells should cease to be rung.

Combined practices were held at Seale, Bentley and Frensham 
during the earlier part of the year with very satisfactory results.

The membership has not dropped very much below average, how­
ever, and now stands at 125, twenty-two less than last year. We have 
105 ringing members and 20 honorary members. Expenses have not 
been high, and the balance in hand of £13 13s. Id. is an increase of 
only 6s. 7d. in 1939. This comparatively small increased balance is 
due to the fact that we have lost 22 members—a good number of whom 
have joined the fighting forces.

Tower contributions to the Benevolent, Cathedral Bells and Sanctus 
Bell Funds amount to £1 7s. They are as follows: Aldershot, Sanctus 
Bell £1: Frensham, Cathedral Bells 3s. 6d., and Benevolent Fund 
3s. 6d. I shall be pleased to receive any amount, however small, for 
the above funds.

Two of our oldest and most loyal members, Mr. H. Prior, of 
Farnham, and Mr. George Andrews, of Ash, have passed to their 
rest.. Tliev were most staunch supporters at district and other Guild 
meetings. '  We have lost by death two of our lady supporters, Mrs. 
Dimes, wife of the captain of the Crondall band, and Mrs. Rowsell, 
wife of the Vicar of Aldershot, and mother of a young: Aldershot 
ringer. We offer our deepest sympathy to relatives left in bereave­
ment.

Handbell practices have been held regularly each week under 
arrangements made by Mr. W. H. Viggers, of 37, Highfield Gardens, 
Aldershot, who will be very pleased to hear from any ringers in­
terested in this branch of the art. <

FAMOUS NORWICH RINGERS.
B y  C h a r l e s  E. B o r r e t t .

1.—ROBERT CHESNUTT.
Robert Chesnutt, an old Norwich ringer, may be recalled by some 

as the conductor of the Double Norwich Maximus rung in 1817, which 
stood as the ‘ first and only * until the Ipswich men broke the ice 
again 79 years later.

He also conducted a 6,272 Oxford Treble Bob Major, with 6th’s 
place bobs, in 1813, a 5,040 Double Norwich Major in 1815 at St. Giles’ 
and St. Michael’s, Norwich, respectively, and the first on the bells 
at’ Helmingham, Suffolk, a 5,376 of Oxford Treble Bob Major, in 1816. 
This, in all probability, is not a complete list, but no more have come 
under my notice.

^Chesnutt was a hairdresser, and married Mary Brown at- St. 
Gregory’s Church, Norwich, on March 27th, 1799. He was buried at 
St. Giles’ in May, 1821, in his 53rd year, and four others of his 
family were buried in the same churchyard between the years 1797 
and 1839. One of the latter, John, an older brother, was also a 
hairdresser, and a wig maker to the Stock Company at the Theatre 
Royal. He also appeared on the boards occasionally. lie  was de­
scribed as ‘ the very best representative of the Apothecary in “  Romeo 
and Juliet,”  and tne Friar in “ The Duenna”  that ever graced a 
6tage.’ I do not think this John was a ringer, for his duties would 
give him little leisure in the evenings.

The obituary notice in the ‘ Norfolk Chronicle * of the ringer Robert 
is a very striking one, and portrays him as a most lovable man and 
one worth his weight in gold in any band of ringers :—

‘ On Friday morning, May the 18th, 1821, the muffled bell of St. 
Peter’s, Mancroft, announced the mournful^ tidings of the death of 
Mr. Robert Chesnutt in the 53rd year of his age. He was a useful 
member of St. Peter’s Ringers, of Which he might with propriety be 
termed “  the leader of the band,”  as it was principally owing to his 
judicious instructions the company arrived to that degree of science, 
and we may say, perfection, for which they are so justly and 
eminently entitled. As it frequently happens that amongst the sons 
of harmony the most grating discord will prevail, yet by his mild 
and persuasive manner he could restore friendship and promote a re­
conciliation amongst the most violent and contentious spirits, so 
that ‘ he made even his enemies to be at peace with him.* In every 
sense of the word he was a lover of harmony and endeared every 
heart in his favour.’

Another newspaper says he w^s ‘ well known for his skill as a 
ringer and r.ot less respected for quiet, inoffensive and obliging 
manners in the intercourse of life.*

These notices show that his leadership *was not alwavs in fair 
weather, and I have a notion that amongst the ‘ -most violent and 
contentious spirits ’ would usually be found the composer and tenor 
ringer of the peal of Court Twelve—Samuel Thurston!

2.—ELIJAH MASON.
This name will convey little to the average reader of this paper, 

but, nevertheless, Elijah Mason was an able and accomplished ringer 
and a very versatile man.

He took part in some great and historical peals, and though the 
total was small, the variety, for the days in which he lived, was 
unmatched outside Norwich. I do not suppose it is a complete list, 
but I have come across the following :—

1822.—5,120 Oxford Treble Bob Major, at Kenninghall.
1823.—6,400 Oxford Treble Bob Major, at Hingham.
1824.—8,448 Oxford Treble Bob Major, at St. Michael’s.̂  Norwich. 
1824.—5,040 Grandsire Triples, at St. Andrew’s , . Norwich.
1827.—5,120 Oxford Treble Bob Maior, on handbells.
1827.—5,376 Double Norwich Court Bob Major, at St. Giles’ * Norwich.
1831.—6,160 Double Norwich Court Bob Major, at St. Michael’s,

Norwich.
1832.—6,000 Double Oxford Bob Major, at St. Giles’ , Norwich.
1835.—5,376 Superlative Surprise Major, at St. Giles’ , Norwich. 
1835.—5.280 London Surprise Major, at St. Andrew’s, Norwich.
1844.—7,126 Stedman Cinques, at St. Peter’s, Norwich.
It may be noted that the Double Norwich in 1831 and Stedman 

Cinques in 1844 were record lengths at the time, the Double Oxford 
and London Surprise were the first ever rung, and the Superlative 
the second one rung in the method. The handbell peal in 1827 he 
conducted, ringing the treble. It was arranged * to oblige Elijah 
Mason, who wished to call a peal, and was not a double-hanaed 
ringer.’ He joined the Cumberlands in 1820.

Besides his ringing skill he must have possessed great character 
and spirit, and this is well pointed out in the following extract from 
a memoir I have recently come across:—

‘ Elijah Mason was a linen weaver and a native of North Lopham, 
near Diss, in the south of Norfolk. He came to Norwich twice a 
year to sell his goods, and eventually settled in the city and became 
a small manufacturer of paramattas and bombazines. These he took 
to London in spring and autumn to sell to wholesalers. About 1842 
he became bankrupt through the failure of a London firm, and was 
only able to pay 2s. 3d. in the £.

‘ He then took to making telescopes and microscopes, and travelled 
the country with them—his sole means of livelihood during the last 
two or three years of his life. He was a Chartist, and a very gentle­
manly man. He died at Worcester on January 3rd, 1845, and wa9 
about 47 years of age.’
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THE CAMBRIDGE YOUTHS.
A DISTINGUISHED EIGHTEENTH CENTURY  

SOCIETY.
B y  J. A r m ig e r  T r o l l q p e .

No place is more associated with the rise and early 
development of change ringing than Cambridge ; it shares 
with Oxford and London the distinction of being the 
places at which we know the' earliest ‘ peals ’ were com­
posed and first practised. In one of these places, per­
haps simultaneously in all three, the Sixes first appeared 
soon after the death of Queen Elizabeth, and they were 
followed by the ‘ Twenty and the Twenty-four, with 
several other Changes. But,’ says Richard Duckworth, 
‘ Cambridge Forty-eight, for many years, was the 
greatest Peal that was rang or invented.’

It was a five-bell method in which one, bell led for a 
number of changes and another lay behind,, while the 
three middle bells rang the Six. Neither the treble nor 
the second ever went behind; and the fourth and fifth 
never went to the lead.

All through the seventeenth century change ringing 
was practised at the University. Many of the ringers 
went on to the Inns of Court, and they formed a steady 
supply of recruits to the College Youths and the other 
leading London societies.

Compared with Oxford, Cambridge never had many 
bells. Great St. Mary’s from the first was the principal 
tower, the University church, and the place where most of 
the ringing was done. In 1478 the present building was 
begun on the site of an older church, and in 1519  it was 
finished; but the tower was riot completed until,1608. In 
! 595 there were four bells, which were increased to five 
in 1 6 11 , and to eight'in 1667, the year in which the Tin- 
tinnalogia was completed)

Holy Trinity had four pre-Reformation bells, St. An­
drew’s had five, St. Edward-the-Confessor. six in 1669, 
and the mixed lot at.St. Benedict’s were increased from 
five to,six in 1663.

1 he ring of six at St. Benet’s is of especial interest to 
ringers, for it was there that, in 1931, the memorial to 
Fabian Stedman was placed. The scheme, promoted and 
carried through by the Editor of ‘ The Ringing W orld,’ 
and supported by the whole Exercise, consisted of a 
thorough restoration and rehanging of the bells, and the 
strengthening of the ancient Saxon tower to hold them. 
The amount raised was between £500  and £ 600. ■

St. Benet’s was chosen as the place of the memorial 
because it is the church which traditionally has been most 
associated with Fabian Stedman, and no* better or more 
fitting memorial could have been found. It was here that, 
according to Parnell, the College Youths first rang the 
Principle, and the tale is likely enough except for the date 
he gives.

I find it difficult, however, to believe that Stedman’s 
own ringing was at St. Benet’s more than at any other 
church in the town. It was quite contrary to the usual 
custom of the time for' a band to be confined to one tower, 
and since the belfry at St. Benet’s was then a dark incon­
venient place reached by a ladder, while St. Mary’s was 
the most important tower and had eight bells, it is surely 
more than probable that Stedman’s ringing was chiefly at 
the latter tower and not at the former.

The definite statement, however, has been made that 
Stedman was parish clerk at St. Benet’s. If it were so, 
that would, of course, give him a special connection with

the belfry, but I do not think the statement is correct. 
1  he only evidence for it is in a book called ‘ Memorials 
of Cambridge,’ by C. H. Cooper* published in 1880. The 
passage reads, ‘ Fabian Stedman, clerk of this parish 
about 1650, invented the art of change-ringing. Sted­
man’s Principle, Stedman Slow Course, Stedman Triples 
and Stedman Caters are well known, as also is the Cam­
bridge Surprise. His Campanalogia, or the Art of Ring­
ing improved, was published um o. 1677 . ’

T H E  S A X O N  T O W E R  O F  S T. B E N E T ’S, C A M B R ID G E .

‘ About 1650 ’ is very vague, and shows that Cooper 
was not relying on any contemporary evidence he had 
discovered, but upon some other writer, and I suspect 
that his only authority was Ellacombe, and Ellacombe 
misunderstood.

The legend that Stedman was the inventor of change 
ringing and the Father of the Art was widely believed in 
for many years, but has now been shown to be untenable. 
Change ringing was practised before he was born, and 
there were other clever composers who preceded him or 

, were his contemporaries. W e know the names and we 
have some of the. work of three of them. Robert Roan, 
the composer of Grandsire Doubles and the standard 720 
of Bob Minor, and John Tendring, the composer of 
several five-bell methods, were members of the Society of 
College Youths. Samuel Scattergood was a Cambridge 
University man, and afterwards a clergyman and preacher 
of some considerable note. He was a composer of five- 
bell methods, and, although none of them is now rung, 
they are interesting stages in the development of the art.
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In the early years of the eighteenth century change 
ringing ceased to be a popular sport at the two Univer­
sities, and at Cambridge all that was left was a tradition, 
supported by some ancient and fragmentary manuscripts, 
of a society which dated from the time of Queen Eliza­
beth and consisted chiefly of undergraduates.

In 1724, the year which marks the beginnings of im­
portant activity in the Society of College Youths, there 
was a renaissance of the art in Cambridge, and on August 
3rd the Society of Cambridge Youths was established. It 
was symptomatic of the changing social status of the 
leading members of the Exercise that it was composed of 
townsmen and not of University men, though, like the 
leading London societies, it included a sprinkling of them 
during the century.

The new company showed their skill by ringing at St. 
Mary’s on November 5th a peal of Grandsire Triples. 
Two men, Henry Mulliner and William Anderson, the 
ringers of the treble and the seventh, were gentlemen. 
The others were Thomas Scare, a cabinet maker, Hewes 
Carter, a watchmaker, John Tuck, a bricklayer, John 
White, verger of Trinity College, Robert Barber, and 
Thomas Cornwall, a sawyer. Anderson was the leading 
man in the company and probably the bob caller. What 
composition they rang is doubtful, but most likely it was 
Doleman’s false peal.

Another man who did not take part in this performance, 
but who afterw'ards became the most distinguished mem­
ber of the society, was Charles Mason. He was born at 
Prees, in Shropshire, in 1699, the son of Charles Mason. 
He went to school at W em, and at the age of 19 entered 
Trinity College as a pensioner. He matriculated in 1718 , 
was scholar in 1720, and he graduated B.A. in 1723 and 
M.A. in 1726 .

In 1727 the College Youths visited Cambridge. They 
took their best company, and, according to their wont, 
spent a day or two ringing at the various towers. Their 
main performance and the central object of their visit was 
a peal of Grandsire Caters, 5,040 changes on the new 
ring of ten which had just been supplied by the White­
chapel foundry to Great St. Mary’s. The peal was rung 
on May 25th, and the band was made up of William 
Woodruff, John Ward, John Hardham, the famous tobac­
conist, Samuel Jeacock, James Richardson, John Dear- 
more, William Laughton, Peter Merrygarts, Benjamin 
Annable and Matthew" East. Annable called the bobs.

The band, and especially Annable, left a good impres­
sion behind them when they went home, and Charles 
Mason and Henry Mulliner joined the Society of College 
Youths.

Nine years later the Cambridge Youths rang another 
five-thousand of Grandsire Triples, with Charles Mason 
at the seventh. It was described as a ‘ true ’ peal (the 
other was a ‘ complete ’ peal), and I suspect that Mason, 
who took a great interest in composition, had found out 
that the first peal was false, and had substituted this time 
Vicar’s six-part bob and single composition, which we 
know from his manuscripts he had proved. He probably 
was the conductor.

' COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A  H istory  of the Society
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BELFRY GOSSIP.
We referred last week to the fact that Mr. G. P. Elphick collected 

the information tor the article 011 Bell Cages by personal inspection. 
Ill the course o f  the last five years, we learn, he has visited 347 Sussex 
churches in his research work dealing with bells and cages.

Handbell practices are held every Tuesday and Friday at 18, Man­
chester Road, Reading, at 7.30 p.m., and any ringers interested in 
handbell ringing will be made welcome.

On February 12th, 1821, 14,016 changes of Kent Treble Bob were 
rung in the old Church of St. Mary’s, Oldham. The peal was by 
William Eversfield and was at the time the longest either composed 
or rung.

The Birmingham men rang the first peal of Kent Treble Bob Cater6 
at Aston on February 13th, 1848.

To-day is the anniversary of two long peals of Graudsire Cinques 
The College Youths rang 7,018 changes at St. Michael’s, Cornhill, in 
1731, and the Painswick men rang 13,001 changes in 1920. The latter 
still stands as the record length in the method, as the 17,000 after­
wards rung in the same tower unfortunately turned out to be false.

Joseph Tebbs, of Leeds, a noted comjyoser of the early nineteenth 
century and the author of a very meritorious peal of Stedman Triples, 
died 011 February 14th, 1836, aged 68.

A peal of Grandsire Major, 9,999 changes, was rung at Oldham 011 
February 15th, 1825.

John Holt called a peal of the now obsolete method, Double London 
Court Bob Major, at. St. Margaret’s, Westminster, on February 16th, 
1752.

O11 the same day of the month four long peals were rung—14,224 
Bob Major at Aston in 1789, 6,000 Oxford Treble Bob Royal at Cam­
bridge in 1790, 8,448 Oxford Treble Bob Major by the Cumberlands 
011 the bells of All Hallows’ , Barking, recently destroyed in an air 
raid, in 1818, and 8,448 Stedman Cinques at Painswick in 1858.

The only peal of Imperial the Third Major ever rung away from 
Norwich was accomplished on February 17th, 1800, at the village of 
Soham, in Cambridge, where there was a very skilful band largely 
made up of one family of the name of Tebbit.

Christ Church, Spitalfields, with its ring of twelve bells, was de­
stroyed by fire on February 17th, 1836, as related in a recent article 
in * The Ringing World,’ and on the same date in 1856 the Birming­
ham men rang a peal of Stedman Major.

Fifty years ago to-day eight peals were rung. They were Grand­
sire Triples 1, Bob Major 2, Royal 1, Stedman Triples 1, Caters 2, 
and Violet Major 1. The last was one of William Sottanstall’s methods 
and was rung at Liversedge in Yorkshire. The Grandsire Triples was 
at Wombourn, Staffordshire, and the ringer of the fourth was Ben­
jamin Gough, of whose recent death we iiave just received notice.

BELLS ON GRAMOPHONE RECORDS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—111 reply to your request, His Master’s Voice Company 
have the following records of change ringing:—

C.2098.—St. Margaret’s, Westminster, London : Stedman Caters and 
Grandsire Caters.

B.4090.—St. Margaret’s, Westminster : Easter music with l êlls and 
choir and organ.

B.3120.—St. Margaret’s, Westminster: Wedding music with bells 
and choir and organ.

B.2691.—York Minster bells: Changes on the peal of 12 bells (intro­
ducing ‘ Great Peter,* the 10  ̂ ton tenor). York Minster Society of 
Change Ringers.

Novelty records.—B.2853 : Nightingales and Church Bells. B.3345 : 
O11 same lines with choir and organ.

EDWARD J. THOMAS.
Similar information is also supplied by Mr. F. W. Woodman, of 

Boreham.

‘ MOANING MINNIE ’ STOPS A PEAL,
Oji Monday evening, February 3rd, in the choir vestry of St. Mar­

garet’s, Leicester, six members of the Midland Counties Association 
went for a peal of Stedman Cinques. All went smoothly and the 
striking was very good. The turning course came and went, and the 
baild were just settling down to the ‘ home-at-hand * position when 
! !x x !! off went * Moaning Minnie ’ with her dismal wail—after 1 hour 
50 minutes’ excellent ringing. As the policemen of the band were 
on siren duty, stand was called, and so ended what would have been 
a good peal. The band were Alfred Ballard 1-2, Harold J. Poole 3-4, 
Percy Harrison 5-6, Ernest Morris 7-8, Fred J. Wilson 9-10, Josiah 
Morris 11-12. Umpire: G. Stedman Morris. _______________

BUY AN EXTRA COPY
OF

* THE RINGING WORLD ’ 
and send it to a Serving M em ber o f your Tower
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WHAT IS A GOOD SURPRISE METHOD ?
MERITS AND DEFECTS.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I am interested in this correspondence, having listened 

to quite a number of new Surprise methods being rung. I think one 
essential of a good method, wnich your correspondents seem to have 
missed, is that coursing pairs of bells should remain at the back 
together for a reasonable time, so that the musical effect produced 
can be appreciated. The greatest defect of London is that no pair 
stays longer than a dodge and a half at any time, and generally not 
even for a single dodge. The whole movement is much too rapid. 
I would suggest, too,„that in Royal and Maximus methods the tenors 
should come together behind elsewhere than just at the course-end; 
the back bells ought to come home more often than once in a quarter 
of an hour.

Mr. Harvey’s system of assessing methods is commendable, but I 
think his likes and dislikes require amending in certain particulars. 
The tenors in any row should not be counted as separated unless 
three or more bfelfs come between them. If Mr. Harvey will do this 
he will find that the figure for Bedford is 30, which is good; he will 
also obtain the figure 60 for Cambridge. If the method is to contain 
second’s place at the lead-end, which he seems to desire, and the 
places are all made right, rows with the tenors separated by two 
bells are bound to occur. It seems hardly fair on any method to 
stipulate that it shall contain a certain internal place, and then 
penalise it for containing certain rows which such a place inevitably 
produces. And if we are going to object to parting of the tenors, 
then we must put a black mark against Superlative for containing 
the Queen’s change in the plain course.

I have heard quite a number of ringers condemn methods for con­
taining contiguous places; yet the majority can only have heard 
such places in Treble Bob. I have always considered these a very 
pleasing feature, especially when they occur in 5-6; and the more so 
when one or both bells concerned remain in 5-6 and make further 
places.

It was surely decided some years ago that the whole pulls during 
which the treole leads or lies do not constitute cross-sections; but, 
whatever the opinion about that point, it is a mistake to insist that 
internal places in these rows will always make for improvement. In

* plain methods, Double Norwich is a better methoa than Double 
Oxford, or those two mixtures which have one or other place. In 
Surprise, Cambridge and Superlative are certainly improved by having 
second’s and seventh’s; but put these places into Bristol and a very 
inferior method results.

In assessing Bedford, Mr. Harvey misses what seems to me a very 
strong recommendation, that is, that it is a method on the * lengthen­
ing lead * plan. That is one of the great features of Bristol, and 
about the only redeeming one of TreDle Bob. I  should add about 
50 points, but Mr. Harvey deducts five because the method has not 
second’s, a place, incidentally, which would bring it round at the first 
lead-end.

The idea that snaps on the front and so-called ‘ backhanders * 
(dreadful word!), which are merely leads at back and hand, should 
constitute a defect is surely out of date. It originated, I believe, in 
the book * Surprise Methods,’ by the Rev. C. D. P. Davies. The 
author, on his own admission, strongly disliked all evei^bell methods 
of ringing, and many of his views on the subject are not acceptable. 
Possibly it was considered that a lead which commenced at back could 
not be struck correctly; but we cannot blame a method for the short­
comings of the ringers, and such an idea would certainly not be 
accepted now. Bristol, which has a rich mixture of snaps, leads right 
and wrong, and forward and backward ringing, is one of the finest— 
if not the finest—of methods in any class.

Finally, although the subject is one of interest, I doubt if any 
method, however good, will ever take its place as a standard method 
along with the well-known four. One of the great drawbacks to 
Surprise ringing—the lack of touches 6hort enough for service or 
practice ringing—has now been overcome by the introduction of 
spliced. The old idea that a method required years of practice to 
learn properly is fast disappearing, and I believe that in the future 
we shall see many more methods rung to peals as more ringers realise 
how really easy it is to learn new ones; but I  cannot see any of these 
new methods, however good, taking the place of the established four.

C. W. WOOLLEY.
Bushey.

R E V E R S A L .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. Bankes James says that when he reverses Grandsire 
he makes the hunt go in front of the treble. Surely what he gets is 
neither Reverse Grandsire nor ordinary Grandsire, though it may be 
a legitimate variation. When it was rung it was, I believe, called 
‘ New T Grandsire. ‘ X . ’

WINNERSH, BERKS.—On Saturday, February 8th, at The Briars, 
Westfields Road, a quarter-peal of Doubles in three methods—360 
Reverse Canterbury, 480 Plain Bob, 420 Grandsire (eight different 
callings): Mrs. B. C. Castle 1-2, B. C. Castle (conductor) 3-4, T. Davies 
5̂ >. First quarter-peal by ringers of 1-2 and 5-6, and first * in hand ’ 
by the conductor. The result of a weekly practice since September.

BELLS FOR NEW CATHEDRAL.
RING OF TEN FROM CITY CHURCH OFFERED TO GUILDFORD.

i t  has been announced that the bells of All Hallows’ , Lombard 
Street, London, which were taken down before the church was de­
molished, have been offered as a gift for the new Guildford Cathedral

The building of the Cathedral is* still progressing, but the comple­
tion of the tower may be delayed for a long time. If the bells are 
accepted they will, therefore, be hung ‘ dead * in the upper part of 
the building for the time being.

The architect’s plans for the Cathedral, include the provision of a 
ring of ten, but it is hardly likely that the peal from All Hallows’ 
will eventually satisfy the dignity of the new Cathedral, acceptable 
though they may be as a temporary measure.

If these bells find a place at Guildford it will be their third home. 
They were originally cast for the Church of St. Diouis Backchurcli, 
which stood in Fencliurch Street at the corner of Lime Street. They re­
placed an earlier ring of six installed on the rebuilding of the church 
after the great fire. Richard Phelps, of Whitechapel, cast them in 
1727, and in 1732 recast the treble, which had been broken. In 1750, 
the fourth and fifth, having also been cracked, were cast by Thomas 
Lester.

The first peal on the bells was rung on% October 10th, 1729, by the 
College Youths. It was a peal of Grandsire Caters, which Benjamin 
Annable conducted from the treble. Seven years later the Eastern 
Scholars rang there a peal of 6,210 Grandsire Caters. John Holt also 
called a peal of Grandsire Caters there while he was a member of the 
College Youths. The first recorded peal o f Royal on the bells was 
5,040 Double Bob by the same society in 1760, and the first peal of 
Treble Bob Royal on them was rung by the ancient Society of College 
Youths in 1785.

There is no other record of a peal on the bells until, in 1850, the 
Cumberlands rang 5,079 Stedman Caters and the College Youths rang 
a similar length in the same method in 1852.

When, early in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, an Act 
for Union of Benefices was passed to enable certain city churches to 
be pulled down and the money from the sale of sites devoted to build­
ing new churches in the populous suburbs, St. Dionis’ was one of 
the first to go, biit the Order in Council stipulated that the bells 
were to be presented to the church of the united parishes.

Thus it was that the bells of St. Dionis’ went to All Hallows’ , 
Lombard Street. Now, in turn, All Hallows’ has come by the same 
fate. The church has been pulled down and its fittings, including 
the very fine carved woodwork, has been transferred to a new church 
at Twickenham, bearing the same dedication. The tower has been 
built of the stone from the tower in Lombard Street, but the bells 
had to be refused because of a condition made in the purchase of 
the site that no bells should be placed in the church.

Before the tower in the city was demolished, the bells were re­
moved to the Whitechapel Foundry, where they still are.

A  HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS AG O .
- LONDON AND NORWICH RIVALRY.

Here is an extract from ‘ The Norfolk Chronicle ’ of June 6th, 1789 : 
‘ A company of ringers from the Metropolis arrived in Norwich at the 
beginning of this week on a visit to Measirurs* the St. Peter’s ringers. 
It has been reported that the strangers came with a view to contest 
the claim to superiority in their art with the Norwichians, but this 
report has been strenuously contradicted by a correspondent, who 
asserts that the sole inducement of the Londoners for making the 
journey was to enjoy the pleasure of ringing so unrivalled and much 
admired peal of belfs as tnat of St. Peter’s.

‘ However, be that as it may, it seems that a fracas took place 
between the rival sons of the clapper, and the strangers departed in 
disgust. Our correspondent appears to be shocked at the impolite 
treatment of our rustics to their town brethren, and that the har­
mony of their bells should be contrasted by such discordant behaviour. 
In vindication of the treatment of the Londoners, our correspondent 
requested us to insert the following paragraph from “  The London 
General Advertiser ”  of October 8th, 1788 

‘ Monday last the Society of College Youths rang on the peal of 
twelve bells at the Church of St. Martin-in-the-Fields a true and 
complete peal of 6,204 Stedman Principle in 4 hours and 47 minutes, 
being the greatest number of changes of that Peal ever rung in 
England. This very curious and intricate composition was invented 
in the last century, but was by the conneisseurs of the present day 
deemed impracticable to be achieved until these darling sons of dis- 
tinguisliment have by this in addition to many other performances 
shewn to their contemporaries that industry and resolution united 
will ever get through the most arduous task.’

READING.—On January 24tli, at 18, Manchester Road, 1,260 Grand- 
sire Triples : Gunner Harold V. Frost, R.A. 1-2, Pte. Rowland Biggs. 
Royal Berkshires 54, Albert Diserens (conductor) 5-45, Thomas N. 
Lanaghan 7-8. On January 28th, 1,260 Grandsire Triples: Stanley
C. Davis 1-2, Rowland.Biggs 3-4, Albert Diserens (conductor) 5-6, Peter 
Kearvell 7-8. This was Mr. Peter Kearvell’s first quarter-peal.
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE BELL-CAGE.
W O O D  FR AM E S T H R O U G H  T H E  C E N T U R IE S

B y  G. P. E l p h ic k .
(Continued from page 65.)

The next step in the development of the bell frame 
came when men had mastered the principles of the king­
post roof truss. When they found that by straining the 
king or centre post into tension, the braces or principal 
rafters were thrown into compression, this had the effect

of moving the load 
from the centre of 
the beam to its 
ends; enabling the 
size and weight of 
the beam to be re­
duced.

The earliest type 
where these trusses 
are used to carry 
bells is shown in 
F ig . 4. There is a 
cage of this type at 
Tarring Neville. This 

cage for three shows one great advantage over the earlier 
types. The- cage sills are supported at their ends by 
plates, these being fixed to the beams forming the floor 
on which they rest. The centre posts are.similar to the 
heads of the Cold Waltham cage, the whole truss being 
fastened together with draw-bore pins. The date of the 
tower is about 1220 a . d . ; no doubt that is also the date 
of the cage.

There is another example of this type, rather more 
primitive in construction, at Southease, containing a bell 
cast about 1280 a .d . It is a cage for two and the tie 
beams of the spire are used for the sills of the trusses. 
The centre-post of the spire taking the place of the cen­
tral truss has the brasses let in either side; a most un­

usual method of dis­
pensing w i.t h a 
truss.

It will be noticed 
that the braces in the 
first example are of 
circular sweep. The 
e a r l y  carpenters 
wanted to direct the 
horizontal thrust of 
the swinging bell 
into a vertical thrust 
at the ends of the 
sills. They appar­

ently thought that it would travel round the brace. 
This is not so ; although the conception of direct­
ing forces by curved pieces of timber continued 
well into the middle of the seventeenth century. 
It was also found that the brasses housed into endgrain 
were more difficult to fasten in place than if they were 
ljoused into the long grain; so the next step was to add 
a short head '(F ig . 5 ).

The cage for three at Birdham is a good example of 
this type. The tower is fourteenth century and one of 
the bells it contains was cast between 1320-30 a . d . There 
seems no reason to doubt that this is also the age of the 
cage. The advantages of the head have already been

pointed out. The other great improvement was brace 
ties; corresponding to the purlin on a roof truss. These 
horizontal timbers are cogged and pinned to the braces 
to prevent lateral 
movement of the 
trusses. It did not 
prove sufficient in 
this ^case, for struts 
were built into the 
walls to wedge the 
end trusses. A las! 
men knew of that 
bad habit many years 
ago, and still con­
tinue to w e d g e  
rickety cages against 
the walls of a tower.
The braces a r e  
housed into the heads; a joint that proved unsatisfactory 
because the grain across the centre-post shrank more 
than that of the head. _

It is interesting to notice that here the original half 
wheels are over six feet in diameter for a bell weighing

about three and a 
half cwt., a testi­
mony to the quality 
of the bearings in 
those early days ; one 
trembles a t  t h e  
thought of the wheel 
required for a tenor 
of a ton in weight.

The next step was 
to lower the braces, 
generally between

1 . ~ two and four inches
from the head (F ig. 

6 ) . An example of this is at Chalvington. The next 
problem to solve was to prevent the head from working 
loose. 'J'his was done by two small struts (F ig . 7) be­
tween the heads and the braces. These struts later be­
came the jack braces of the eighteenth century cages. 
The cages up to the 
present type have an 
average height of 
four feet t h r e e  
inches.

As the cages be­
came more elabor­
ate, so man's ambi­
tion soared. He 
hung his bells high 
off the floor and as 
high in the spire as 
he could. In some 
cases, he’ nearly lost • ru' 8-
his sense of propor­
tion to the degree that some of our late Victorian archi 
tects, who became bell-hangers, did.

W est Wittering is an example of the next type. It 
is five feet ten inches high. Two improvements are 
noticeable. The sill is cambered to place the. centre-post 
in greater tension, and the brace ties are strutted from 
the sills and braced ;in fact the whole cage is rather com­
plex (F ig . 7).

(To be continued.)
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MR. C. R. LILLEY’S ACHIEVEMENT.
A PEAL ON EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR.

By ringing a handbell peel of Doubles on February 3rd, Mr. Charles' 
R. Lilley has joined the select number of those who have scored a 
peal on every day in the year, including February 29th and Christ* 
inas Day.

Mr. Lilley was born on April 8th, 1874, at Candlesby, Lincolnshire, 
where his father was for many years a churchwarden. He inherited 
his love of ringing, however, from his great-grandfather, William 
Fant, of Freiston, and still possesses his ancestor’s ringing books. Mr. 
Lilley learnt to ring in 
Lincolnshire and his first 
peal was in 12 methods 
of Doubles at Wrangle in 
1894. He ran" his first 
peal as conductor on 
August 7th, 1897, at Ben­
nington, Lines, where he 
called seven 720’s of Bob 
Minor. In 1897 he moved 
to Bedford, where he was 
associated,with Mr. Charles 
Clarke, who, as Mr. Lilley 
describes it, put the finish­
ing touches on him. About 
this time the bells at 
St. Paul’s, Bedford, were 
made into ten, and he 
took part in some of the 
first peals on this aug­
mented ring, including 
the first peals of Kent 
Treble Bob Royal and Bob 
Royal, as well as Superla­
tive Major for the Beds 
Association. Afterwards 
Mr. Lilley moved to 
various places, including 
Oxfordshire, where he took 
part in the famous 17,024 
of Double Norwich Major, 
rung at Kidlington in 11 
hours 12 minutes on May 
22nd, 1899, conducted by 
James Washbrook.

He went to Shrewsbury in 1913, where he conducted the first peal 
of Stedman Triples in the town at St. Alkmund’s and was afterwards 
appointed Ringing Master and Towerkeeper at St. Chad’s. The bells 
there were then in bad order, and Mr. Lilley urged their restoration, 
which was eventually carried out by Messrs. Taylor and Co.r who 
recast the bells into what Mr. Lilley considers the finest twelve in 
England. He  ̂conducted a number of first peals on these bells, in­
cluding Granasire and Stedman Cinques and Plain and Treble Bob 
Maximus, and was possibly the first ringer to conduct peals in the 
four standard methods on twelve bells in his own tower. In this 
tower he brought along a young band until they could ring Cam­
bridge, and he also served for some years as a sidesman in the 
church. On one occasion at Wem in Shropshire he conducted a peal 
of Gra»dsire Triples, ringing the fifth in the first half and the seventh 
to the second half. The seventh was going badly and the change 
over was made to relieve the man who had started on her.

After he went to Devon Mr. Lilley devoted much time to teaching, 
and among- other performances has called the first peal cf Oxford 
Treble Bob Major in the West, the first peal of Triples at Truro 
Cathedral and the first peal of Double Norwich • Major by resident 
Devonshire ringers.

Mr. Lilley represented the Shropshire Association on the Central 
Council from 1924 to 1926, and has been chairman of the Exeter 
Branch of the Devon Guild.

MR. C. R. L I L L E Y .

NORTH STAFFS ASSOCIATION.
A meeting of the North Staffordshire and District Association was 

held at Longton on February 1st, when the following towers were 
represented: Stoke, Hanley, Leek, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Burslem, 
Uttoxeter and Longton. Ringing, on handbells, of touches of Grand- 
sire Triples and Bob Minor were well struck. The seven bells without 
clappers also were set going and the following methods were practised 
before and after tea : Stedman Triples, Granasire Triples and Doubles 
and Bob Minor were rung, and rounds for the young; members.

Fourteen members were present at tea, and the Kector (the Rev. 
T. H Brooks) gave the visitors a hearty welcome.

Mr. A. Thompson, of Newcastle, proposed a vote of thanks to the 
Kector for his welcome and the use o f  bells and also to the ringers 
for the splendid tea they had provided.—Mr. N. Sargeant, of Hanley, 
seconded. ;

As the association had a few days earlier lost one of its old men? 
bers, Mr. J. Pointon, of Brown Edge, the members stood in silenc* 
for one minute as a mark of respect.

Although the attendance was not large, the members spent a happi 
afternoon and evening.

W ILLIA M  W A K L E Y , OF B U R T0N -0N -TR EN T
AND HIS BAND.

Last Wednesday was the eighty-eighth anniversary of the birth of 
William Wakley, a man who holds an honoured position in the story 
of change ringing, for he was the captain of the earliest band who 
were method ringers in the modern sense of the term.

By birth he was a Devon man, but in 1874 he went to Burton-on- 
Trent, where he lived until his death in April, 1906. Burton is well 
known as the town of breweries, and there Michael Thomas Bass, the 
head of the world-famous firm, built and endowed a church, not 
sparing f$r expense. The building was designed by Lord Grimthorpe. 
a man of extraordinary intellectual powers, who not only made an 
immense fortune as a lawyer, but proved himself no mean expert in 
other things, such as clo<*kmaking, church building and bell designing.

The views he held were very pronounced and not always altogether 
sound. At St. Paul’s, Burton-on-Trent, he had a free hand, and those 
who remember the eight bells Taylor’s hung (here from his designs 
have some idea of vvliat he thought bells should be like.

These were the bells on which William Wakley and his men per­
formed their great feats, for great feats they were, though the level 
of method ringing has been raised so much since.

The first memorable thing they did was to make Double Norwich 
Court Bob a standard method. It is hard to realise that before the 
Burton men rang their first peal in 1882, only 16 peals had been rung 
in the method by other bands than the Norwich Scholars; harder still 
to realise that two of the men who rang in the 1882 peal, Mr. Joseph 
Griffin and Mr. John Jaggar, are still alive and hale and hearty. 
The Burton men then went on to the Surprise Major methods, and 
in turn Superlative, Cambridge and London became standard methods 
instead of bein^ very occasionally rung by selected companies, because 
Wakley and his band showed the Exercise that the thing could be 
done. Theirs was the eighth peal of Superlative, the second true peal 
of Cambridge and the fourth peal of London. They did not, like the 
older companies, ring one peal, and then drop the method. They 
rang many and ô set a new standard for the Exercise.

One other method, New Cumberland Surprise Major, which they 
rang for the first time, was by Henry Earle Bulwer. It has many 
merits, and is well worth the attention of any first-cfass modern band.

It is difficult perhaps to say why it should be so, but the fact that 
one man or one band has done a thing makes it much easier for 
others to do the same. There is nothing very much nowadays in 
ringing a peal of Cambridge or of Superlative. Once, and not 60 long 
ago, both were really difficult methods. The fact that they have 
become th“  common property of the average skilled rirtger is entirely 
due to the example set by the Burton men fifty or sixty years ago.

ERIN DOUBLES.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In reply to your correspondent, 1 forward an exteilt 
which I obtained some two years ago, and which may be of some 
interest to him.

There are two calls both having the effect of a single (i.e., to turn 
the course of the rows), 'which I nave named- 4 Bob ’ and ‘ Single ’ to 
avoid confusion. As will be seen, there are 20 variations of this extent.

May I express mv appreciation of your splendid efforts to keep 
‘ The Ringing World ’ as interesting as ever, and I feel sure that the 
whole Exercise is grateful to you for your work to maintain interest 
in these difficult times. C. KENNETH LEWIS.

An extent by the first and last rows of the sixes.
12345

21435 +
24153

42513 +• 
45231

54231 — 
52413

25143 — 
21534

B -------
12534 +  
15243

15243 Continued 34512

51423 +  
54132

35214 +  
32541

43152 +  
41325n ___

45132 — 
41523

23451 +  
24315

B ____ .

14325 — 
. 13452

14253 — 
12435

42315 — 
43251

31542 — 
35124 g ____ ,

21345 — 
23154

34521 — 
35412

g ___
35142 +  
31524

32514 — 
35241

35421 +  
34512

13254 +  
• 12345

S ■
35214 +  .

Twenty variations may be obtained by starting from each of the 
twenty sixes.

For the benefit of those who do not know Erin, here is the method 
and the Bobs and Singles shown :

12345

42513

12345 12345

21435 21435
12453 12453
14235 14235
41253 41253
42135 42135
24153 24153g  ____ _
42153 24135
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
AND SOMETHING ABOUT THE SURPRISE MAJOR

BOOK.
W e often hear and read about the Standard Methods, 

and sometimes the question is asked, W hat are these 
Standard Methods? What is it that particularly dis­
tinguishes them, and why should they be confined to a 
small and limited number?

The answer given in the latest textbook to be printed is 
that ‘ so far as eight-bell ringing goes, the standard 
methods are those which a competent and well-equipped 
ringer may at any time need when he goes to a ringing 
meeting or into a strange belfry.’

This may serve as a good general definition, but it still 
leaves open the question why there should be this par­
ticular group, and it may be worth our while to spend a 
few minutes looking at the subject.

The standard methods include one or two which have 
been practised ever since the art was, and which, we need 
not doubt, will always be practised; but the group as a 
whole has changed, though slowly, from time to time, and 
will continue to change. In the eighteenth century the 
standard methods were Plain Bob, on all even numbers 
as well as on seven, Grandsire on all odd numbers, 
Double Bob, and Oxford Treble Bob. Soon after 1800 

•Stedman and Kent Treble Bob were added, but Double 
Bob was dropped. The great revival of ringing toward 
the end of the century added Double Norwich, and the 
three Surprise Methods— Cambridge Superlative and Lon­
don— all of which had been known for long, but had not 
been taken into general use. Early in the present cen­
tury Bristol Surprise took its place among the number.
• To-day the group is not quite the same. Oxford Treble 
Bob, for so many years the most popular of all Major 
methods, has become almost obsolete and is seldom ever 
rung even in its last home, the Eastern Counties. Bob 
Triples has fallen under the ban of the Central Council 
and is not now.considered ‘ regular.’ On the other hand 
there are one or two which may fairly be called standard 
methods. Little Bob is frequently rung and probably has 
come to stay. Rutland Surprise, perhaps, and Yorkshire 
Surprise, certainly, must be included in the group, and 
there are a few others which seem as if they are likely to 

join the select circle.
But no one can say definitely. This is a case where 

the prophets are usually confounded by the event. Duf- 
field, which was to have revolutionised ten and twelve- 
bell ringing, and which was introduced to the Exercise 
by one of the very best textbooks we possess, has proved 
a complete failure; Double Oxford Major, which is given 
by nearly every book on ringing, is seldom practised; 
Albion Treble Bob, ‘ the most even and regular of any 
Treble Bob method,’ is not looked at; and Norfolk Sur­
prise, which five and twenty years ago began to be ex­
tensively practised, is now forgotten. On the other hand 
Cambridge, which to the experts of forty or fifty years 
ago was almost everything a method should not be, has 
become the most popular of all Surprise methods, sup­
planting Superlative, which to those same experts was the 
queen of Major methods.

Between the two great wars, and due, we believe, 
largely to the change in men’s outlook caused by those 
great events, there was a notable advance in many 
matters connected with change ringing, and very notably 
in the number of new methods which were rung. A large

proportion of them were Surprise Major methods, and to 
meet the demand for such the new book on Surprise 
Major was prepared, and would have been published by 
now had the times been normal. To the compilation of 
that book a very large amount of care, thought and ex­
perience was devoted and particularly in making the 
selection of methods. The number is large, though it is 
but a tiny fraction of the total possible number. It does 
not include all, or anything like all, the methods that are 
fit for ringing, though perhaps as a representative collec­
tion it may hold its own against any adverse criticism.

Bands wanting new methods to ring will still, no doubt, 
seek what they require outside its pages, and, no doubt, 
they will find what they require. At the same time, the 
very large number given leaves the Exercise in doubt as 
to what methods, if any, are most worthy of being prac­
tised and of being received into the select group of the 
standard methods. This is the point recently raised by 
Mr. James Harvey. Can it be satisfactorily met?

It may be worth while to describe how the selection 
was made. After a very large amount of investigation, 
extending over many years, into the general laws of 
method construction, a collection of several thousands of 
Surprise Major methods was worked out, and to it were 
added not only the many methods which at times had 
been published in the ringing 'papers, but also the much 
larger number produced by well-known composers which 
existed in manuscript.

From them a preliminary selection was made consisting 
of over eight hundred methods. These were arranged in 
proper order, their false course ends worked out, and a 
skeleton course of each drawn.

The size of the final selection was settled roughly by 
the space available in the printed book, which in its turn 
was settled by the cost of printing. It was decided to 
give 150 methods in full, and to add directions by which 
some hundreds more could be obtained by more or less 
mechanical means from the 150 given.

Then the various classes of methods were examined 
and a due proportion allotted to each, such a number to 
the easiest, such a number to the most difficult, and so 
on. As each method was passed in review its claims were 
decided, first by its skeleton course, then by the way it 
brought coursing bells together on the leads and at the 
back and then by the number and nature of its false 
course ends.

Some considerable thought was given as to the best 
order in which to arrange the methods. There were 
several alternative ways, and all of them with their ad­
vantages. It would have been an excellent thing to have 
started with the simplest and easiest, to have followed 
them by those of Increasing difficulty, and so work up to 
the most complex of all. It would have been a good thing 
to have adopted the plan used in the Minor Methods col­
lection, in which a knowledge of the place making enables 
a person to find any particular method with the minimum 
of trouble. The plan actually adopted groups together 
all those methods which have peal compositions in com­
mon. It was the only way in which satisfactory cross 
references could be made between the leads of the 
methods and the full selection of suitable peals which is 
given elsewhere in the book.

The result, however, is that easy and difficult methods 
are mixed without any order, and the reader has largely 

(Continued on next page.)
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NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of i /6 .

All communications should be sent to T he  E d it o r ia l  
O f f ic e  o f  ‘  T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g , S u r r e y .

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  
M ONDAY.

■ The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Rochdale Branch. 
■—Next meeting will be held at Todmorden on Saturday, 
February 15th. Handbells available at 47, Cambridge 
Street, from 3 p.m. Meeting at 6.30 p.m.— Ivan Kay, 
Hon. Sec.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, February 
15th. Members will meet at Holborn Viaduct Station 
Buffet at 2.30 p.m. By kind invitation of Mr. H. Lang- 
don, the business meeting with handbell ringing will 
take place at 15, Farringdon Avenue, E.C.4, at 3 p.m.—
A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Eversfield Road, 
Reigate.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.— Kettering 
Branch.— The branch annual meeting will be held at 
Kettering on Saturday, February 15th. Service 4.15 
p.m. Tea and meeting to follow. Please notify me if 
you require tea.— H. Baxter, 21, Charles Street, Roth- 
well.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Leatherhead 
District.— The annual district meeting will be held at 
Leatherhead on Saturday, February 15th. Service 3.30 
in Parish Church. Tea at the Duke’s Head at 4.30, fol­
lowed by the usual business meeting. Handbells avail­
able for the rest of the evening.— A. H. Smith, Hon. Sec.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.— Daventry 
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at the Abbey 
Buildings, Daventry, on Saturday, February 15th. Chair 
to be taken at 5.30 p.m. Will members kindly make an 
effort to attend?— W . C. Moore, 5, Williams Terrace, 
Daventry, Northants.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Next 
meeting at Bushey, Guides’ Studio, Falconer Road, on 
Saturday, February 22nd. Meeting time 3.45. Excellent

T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
(Continued from previous page.) 

to find out for himself what sort of thing any particular 
method will prove in actual practice.

The difficulty is partially met by marking a certain 
number of the simplest by one star and a few of the most 
difficult by two stars, those of intermediate difficulty 
being left unmarked. The point, however, raised by Mr. 
Harvey cannot be said to have been met, and it is not 
quite easy to see how it can be within the limits imposed 
by* the cost of the published book. But the point is cer­
tainly worthy of further consideration.

Let us see, if we can, what exactly we do want in a 
method worthy to rank as a standard method, and let us 
examine the claims of a few candidates for the honour. 
If our investigations give any satisfactory results, per­
haps space may be found for them in the Surprise Major 
book befoPe it finally goes to the printer.

opportunity to practise method ringing on handbells. Com­
fortable room, social chat. Tea arranged. All interested 
in the hobby of change ringing are welcome.— C. H. 
Horton, 53, Aldenham Road, Bushey.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.— The 
annual meeting will be held in the Church Room, Hart- 
field, on Saturday, February 22nd, at 3 p.m. Business 
meeting at 3.30. No arrangements for tea. Come along 
and meet old friends and have a social afternoon to­
gether. Handbells available.— C. A. Bassett, Assist. 
Sec., 3, Pendrill Place, Wadhurst, Tunbridge W ells.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.— Elloe Deaneries 
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at Spalding 
on Saturday, February 22nd. Service 3.30. Tea 4.30 
at the Lincoln Arms Hotel (near High Bridge), followed 
by meeting and social evening. Bring your wives and 
sweethearts. Those requiring tea must let me know 
before February 18th.— W . A. Richardson, Hon. Sec., 
Glenside, Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs.

DEVON GUILD.— Exeter Branch.— The annual meet­
ing will'be held on Saturday, February 22nd, at Deller’s 
Cafe, High Street, Exeter. Tea 4.30, free to members. 
Business meeting to follow. Will those requiring tea 
please notify me by February 19th?— W . H. Howe, Hon. 
Sec., 8, Courtenay Road, Exeter.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next meet­
ing will be held at Liversedge on Saturday, Feb. 22nd. 
Handbells from 3 p.m., in the Old Oak Inn, Bradford 
Road. Business meeting 4.30 p.m. A good muster is 
requested.— H. Lofthouse, Hon. Sec., 8, Wortley Road, 
Leeds, 12.

ST. M AR TIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF 
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755).— The 53rd annual 
Henry Johnson Commemoration will be held at the Im­
perial Hotel, Temple Street, Birmingham, on Saturday, 
March 1st. Owing to prevailing conditions this will be 
a luncheon to commence at 1.30 p.m. prompt, Vice-Presi­
dent Councillor A. Paddon Smith in the chair. Tickets 
will be issued to fully paid-up members at is. each; to 
other members and friends at 5s. 6d. each. All applica­
tions for tickets must be received by Saturday, February 
22nd. Apply T . H. Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136, Newton 
Road, Sparkhill, Birmingham, 11.

O XFO R D  DIOCESAN GUILD.— North Bucks 
Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Hanslope 
on Saturday, March 1st. Handbells 3 p.m. Service 3.30, 
followed by tea and meeting. Will those requiring tea 
please notify me by Monday, February 24th? A good 
attendance desired.— R. H. Howson, Hon. Sec., 19, 
Greenfield Road, Newport Pagnell, Bletchley.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. —  Northern Division.-r—A 
meeting of this division will be held at Bocking on Satur­
day, March 1st. Six ‘ silent ’ bells available from 2 p.m. 
Service at 4 p.m., followed by tea and business meeting. 
Handbells also available. It is necessary to elect two 
members for the general committee, so members please 
make an effort to be present. Please see that we have a 
better attendance than at the annual meeting. Names for 
tea should be sent no later than Wednesday, February 
26th, to Hilda G. Snowden, Hon. Dis. Sec., 3, Bell Vue, 
Hedingham Road, Halstead, Essex.

C H A N G E  OF A D D R E SS— The address of Mr. C. H. 
Kippin, Hon. Treasurer of the Surrey Association, is now 

117a, The Broadway, Beddington, Croydon.
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  F R E E !  

f r o m  t h e
R e v . E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

a. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble

Dominated Methods) .............................................................. 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (PUin Bob and

Double Oxford Bob) ..........  .................................................... . 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS-Section HI. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B............................. 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ..........  ............................................................................. 11
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ..........  3

Cambridge Surprise Major .................. St
Double Norwich and Cambridge Coqrt 3
Bristol Surprise Major ......................  2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .................  ...............  1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ...........................................................................................  2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘  ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.: second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touohes and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages. 
‘ SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A  book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list o f peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from 
M i l s  M A R G A R E T  E .  S N O W D O N  
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s t o n ,  L a n c s

P U B L I C A T I O N S -
' * GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 
Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6$d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7$d. each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 279 
(6 copies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /- ) .
O b tain able  on ly  p o s t  fre e  fr o m  Rev.' I .  S . POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n 'V Io a r a g e , n ear D aven try .

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING 
Eet. 1 8 2 0  ■■■—  Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p ric es  in c re a se , 
p r e -w a r  q u a lity , and send us y o u r  old  Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst n o t in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S
gmm nmMtimummumnrn nmmmmmi umumunm  1 ^  11^ mm mm mm mm mm mm m\

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND 8 & ,  in Solid Silver

Diameter 2iin 2jin, 3im. 3}in« 4in. 4iin. 6in. &iin. 
Prioe 1 8 /e  2 2 /8  2 8 /8  3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /8  8 7 /8  78/6

The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E . R U S S E L L  and Optician
Telephone 276 " W O K I N G

SM IT H  o f  DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of m any famous clocks, in­
cluding St. P au l’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

John S m ith  & S o n s, M idland C lock  W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t ., D erby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 S 5 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford. and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co.,»Ltd., Breams 
Buildings, Loudon, E.C.4-.
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in
CANADA 
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Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

THE EDITOR.
When we wrote on another page that all readers of 

‘ The Ringing World ’ will learn with regret of the 
serious illness of the Editor, we were not just using the 
journalistic formula which is usual on such occasions. 
Mr. Goldsmith has, during a ringing career which is ap­
proaching the half-century, created for himself a position 
which is unique in the Exercise, and is based not only 
on his proprietorship of this'journal, but on the personal 
esteem and friendship of hundreds of ringers throughout 
the country.

It is one of the fine traditions of English journalism 
that an editor, while he has to praise and write much 
of the good work other people do, must never allude to 
what he himself has done, and this is the first opportunity 
which has occurred of pointing out to ringers something 
of what they owe to ‘ The Ringing World ’ and to its 
Editor. There are, no doubt, hundreds who need no such 
pointing out, but there is always a tendency for people 
to take their blessings for granted and not to appreciate 
them fully until they lose them.

How much the prosperity of the Exercise and the ring­
ing associations during these last thirty years is directly 
due to ‘ The Ringing World ’ is difficult to say, but this 
at least is certain : that the Exercise as it is at present or­
ganised could not function without the help of a weekly 
paper. There was a time when it seemed very doubtful 
if such a paper could exist. For many years ‘ The Bell 
News ’ had supplied ringers’ needs, but it was carried 
on largely by the financial support of Sir Arthur Hey- 
wood, and when the man who was its editor died, and 
the paper passed into other hands, its days were num­
bered.

A-new journal was needed, but the difficulties in the 
way were enormou's,' and it is quite safe to say that in 
the whole Exercise there was but one man who had the 
necessary qualifications to surmount them. The situation 
called for a man who was not only a skilled ringer, but 
also a trained journalist and competent reporter, one who 
thoroughly understood the technical side of making up a 
paper, and, above all, one who had faith in himself and 
his work, and was prepared to face the financial uncer­
tainty. For the very great good of the Exercise, Mr. 
Goldsmith rose to the occasion.

The first number was published on March 24th, 1911, 
and except for the few months when he was on the 
memorable visit to Australia and a different series of 
articles was substituted, this is the first week in 
which he has not himself written the leading article. That, 
in itself is no mean achievement. It needs a very wide 

(Continued on page 86.)’
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(ESTABLISH ED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most Important Clocks 

in the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

■THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t  , 
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration, 

oct. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M ARKED  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G I L T  O R W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/- 
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, S , V M0
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

M ETHOD SPLICIN G
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
• METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing: World ' Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, W0K1NQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope, and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer ,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERM OND SEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh. St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

and varied knowledge of ringers and ringing Jo write 
week by week, year in and year out, something which 
will give ringers at least one thought to help them to 
carry on with their work or to stimulate them to further 
advance. This the Editor has done.

Since the beginning of the war, M r. Goldsmith has 
done his share in the national effort, and as food con­
troller for the Woking district has fully employed his 
time and abilities in an important sphere outside the ring­
ing Exercise. His present enforced inactivity will neces­
sarily last for some weeks,- but we have full trust anti 
faith that before long he will be enabled to resume his 
activity to ours and the Exercise’s great content and 
benefit.

HANDBELL PEALS.
LEICESTER.

T H E  M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .
On Tuesday, February 11, 1941, in Two Hours and F orty -F ive Minutes,

I n t h e  B e l f r y  o f  t b b  C h o r c h  o f  S t . M a r s a r b t ,
A PEAL O F  STED M A N  C A TE R 8 , 5065 C H A N B E S |

Tenor size 15 in C.
S i d n e y  H a r r i s o n  . . .  . . .  1-2  I P b k c v  L .  H a r r i s o n  ............... 5 -6
H a r o ld  J. P o o l s ....................... 3-4 | E r n e st  M o r r i s  . . .  . ............. 7 -8

Jo sia h  M o r r is  .....................  9 -1 0
C o m p o se d  b y  F . W . P b k r e n s . C o n d u cte d  b y  H a r o l d  J . P o o l e .
Specially arranged and rung for S. Harrison, o f  the 7th Leicesters. 

who was home on leave. This is his first handbell peal, and he is to 
be congratulated tm the way he rang his bells throughout, having had 
little practice. Mrs. Poole heard the last portion of the peal.

READING, BERKS.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN G U ILD.

0 * Sunday, February 16, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty Minutes,
A t  14, U p p e r  R e d l a n d s  R o a d ,

A PEAL O F Q R A N D S IR E T R I P L E S ,  6040 C H A N G ES | 
P a r k e r ’s  T w e l v e -p a r t  (7th  o b s e r v a t io n ) .

A r t h u r  W ig g in s .......................  1-2 I A l b e r t  D is e r e n s  ..............  5 -6
W a l t e r  H u n t  .......................  3-4 | T h o m a s  N .  L a n a g h a n  . . .  7 -8

C o n d u cte d  b y  A . D i s e r b n s .
Umpire: Richard T. Hibbert.

First peal on handbells by all.

GUILDFORD RINGER A P R IS O N E R  O F  WAlR.
Official notification was received last week by Mr. and Mrs. W . Jl. 

Bristow, of Camelot, Old Farm Road, Guildford, that their son, Sergt. 
Donald Eric Bristow, R.A.F. i(V.R.), was missing. On Tuesday tlie 
German radio announced that lie was a prisoner o f war. Sgt. Bristow, 
aged 20, is a wireless operator and machine {pinner. He was the 
most promising of the young ringers of Holy Trinity Cathedral Church. 
Guildiord, under the conductorsliip of Mr. A. H . Pulling, ajid rang 
his first peal about three years ago with his pal, Mr. Victor Elliott, 
who is also a sergeant in tiie R.A.F. (V.R.), and is engaged 011 similar 
duties. Last November Sergt. Bristow had a narrow escape from 
death when he wab wounded in the leg. He resumed duty a month 
ago.

I L L N E S S  OF M R . J. P. H Y E T T .
The many ringing friends of Mr. J. P. H yett, o f 2, Dulas Terrace, 

Hay, Hereford, win learn with regret that he has beeq confined to 
bed for over thoee months until heart trouble.

Mr. Hyett represents the Hereford Diocesan Guild 011 the Central 
Council, lie is assistant secretary to the Hereford Diocesan Guild, lion 
secretary of the Northern Branch of the Swansea and Brecon Guild 
and peal recorder to both guilds.

He has done a lot of spade-work for ringing, teaching and helping 
young ringers through their first peals. He himself has rung about 

I 270 peals, and in pursuit of ringing has cycled thousands of miles.

BUY AN EXTRA COPY
OF

.* THE RINGING WORLD  ’ 
and send it to a Serving Member of your Tower
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DOUBLE NORWICH ON HANDBELLS.
A NOTABLE ANNIVERSARY.

Next Sunday is the fiftieth anniversary of a peal which forms an 
important landmark in the development of double-handed handbell 
ringing, for on Monday, February 23rd, 1891, at Trinity College, the 
Cambridge University Guild scored the first peal of Double Norwich 
Court Bob in hand. The band was made up of the Rev. A. H. F. 
Boughey, who rang 1-2, E. Bankes James 34, Henry Law James 5-6, 
and Charles A. Clements 7-8. The same four had previously rung Bob 
Major in November, 1890, and three of them had taken part in the 
first peal by the Guild, Bob Triples, six months earlier.

Law James called the Double Norwich, and the composition, by his 
brother, was the earliest of a type of peal which has always been 
popular with the Cambridge University men. Throughout 5-6 are 
always either in their home positions.or are coursing.

Double-handed handbell ringing was a rather late development in 
change ringing. It was not until the opening years of the nineteenth 
century that it was a generally recognised branch of the art. As 
early as 1754, the Cumberlands rang a course of Oxford Treble Ten, 
and two years iater a course of Treble Twelve, but it was not until 
1811 that the Sheffield men rang the first peal, one of Oxford Treble 
Bob Major. The Norwich men rang early peals of Bob Major, and 
the London men rang Grandsire Triples in 1840 and Stedman Triples, 
Caters and Cinques m 1854.

By that time any advance in method ringing had practically ceased, 
even on tower bells, so it is not to be wondered at that men’s ambi­
tions in handbell ringing were centred in Stedman and did not reach 
to any other even-bell methods than Plain Bob and Treble Bob.

It is to the credit of the Cambridge men that they were the first to 
break fresh ground. Other bands followed in time. The College 
Youths were the first to ring Superlative Surprise, and the brothers 
Pye with Mr. W. Keeble rang Bristol and London. The fine per­
formances of the Bushey band in Spliced Surprise Major will be 
remembered by all.

L O N D O N  A N D  N O R W I C H  R I V A L R Y .
A FOOTNOTE TO THE HISTORY OF STEDMAN.

The extract from the ‘ Norfolk Chronicle ’ of June 6th, 1789, which 
was sent us by Mr. C. E. Borrett, and which we printed last week, 
supplies a very interesting footnote to the early history of Stedman’s 
Principle.

Readers of the * History of the College Youths ’ will remember that 
in 1785 a band of that company visited Norwich to attempt a peal in 
which they were not successful. After the failure the local men went 
up into the belfry, and, to show their skill, rang a touch of Stedman 
Cinques. It was a new method to the Londoners and greatly took 
their fancy, so that when they got home they began at once to 
practise it, and in 1787 they rang the first peal of Caters. In the 
next year, after the two companies into which for some time the 
original society had been divided, had become reunited, they rang 
at St. Martin’s-in-tlie-Fields the first peal of Cinques.

The leading men among the visitors in 1785 were the three authors 
of the * Clavis,’ which was then in preparation, and after the rest had 
gone home, one of them, Thomas Blakemore, stayed behind to gather 
material fbr the new book. He stayed with Christopher Lindsey, one 
of the Norwich Scholars, and was supposed to have copied surrepti­
tiously papers which his host had prepared for a book the Norwich 
men intended to write themselves.

Whether true or false, the tale was believed, and caused much ill- 
feeling in Norwich, so that when the Clavis did appear, the Norwich 
Scholars were almost the only one of the leadyig provincial companies 
that did not support it.

It would seem from the latest piece of information that the London 
men, flushed with pride at the success of their long peal of Cinques, 
determined to go to Norwich and ring another, so as to show off 
before the men who had introduced Stedman Cinques, but had never 
rung a peal of it.

The Norwich men always considered that they were at least as 
good as any Londoners, and this challenge and the earlier incident 
excited their strong resentment, so that, when the College Youths 
arrived in the city, their reception was so unfriendly that a ‘ fracas ’ 
took place between the rival parties and the College Youths returned 
home in disgust.

It is a little strange that no memory should have survived of this 
visit among the strong traditions preserved by Osborn of the ill-feeling 
caused by the earlier visit, but the evidence of the contemporary 
newspaper is quite good enough and certainly there was at least one 
man in Norwich who thought that the Londoners had not been fairlv 
treated.

F I R E  G U A R D S  F O R  C I T Y  C H U R C H E S .
The special committee recently set up by the Bishop of London, 

~ r- G. F. Fisher, for carrying on the work of the bombed City 
churches is also to see that fire watchers are provided for churches 
not already destroyed.
. In some cases the staff of the church will assume the responsibility; 
m others members of the regular congregation may take on the duty. 
There remain a number for which it may be necessary to engage 
Da id watchers. City church finances are, however, difficult, despite 
the fact that some vicarages have been converted and let as office 
buildings.

DSE OF CHURCH BELLS AS A W ARNING.
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS IN PARLIAMENT.

The widespread doubt which exists throughout the country as to 
what part church bells are expected to play as warnings in the event 
of a hostile invasion is shown by questions asked last week in the 
House of Commons.

Mr Wedgwood (Soc.) asked what exactly was to be the alarm 
signal for invasion, if anything was to precede the church bells, 
especially in London, and if those in the Services or civilians were to 
receive any general advice as to action or inaction, whether by day 
or night, at work or at home.

Mr. Churchill: Mr. Wedgwood may be sure that these matters are 
not neglected, but I hardly think they are conveniently dealt with 
at this moment by question  ̂and answer in the House.

Mr. Wedgwood . The Prime Minister will realise, I hope, that it is 
urgently important that the people of this country, civilians as well 
as military people, should know what to do and what the signal should 
be that starts the balloon going up (laughter).

Mr. Churchill : Exactly—and at the proper moment the information 
will be imparted.

Mr. Thorne (Soc.) : Will the Prime Minister consider the advisability 
of broadcasting as scon as he knows that invasion is coming?

Mr. Churchill : I have no doubt that some public comment will be 
made (laughter).

The majority of people appear to think that if the enemy attempts 
to land in this country all the church bells, wherever they are, will at 
once be rung. This opinion seems to be shared not only by church 
parsons and officials, but also by some of thfe civil and military 
authorities.

This, howeven, was not the original intention as shown by the word­
ing of the order. It was to give notice to those concerned that enemy 
forces had been landed or were being landed, by aeroplane or para­
chute from the air. Obviously it was to give a local and immediate 
warning.

The exact wording of the Order is as follows :—
1. No person shall, in any area in Great Britain, sound any church 

bell or cause or permit any church bell to be sounded, except for the 
purpose of making a signal, in accordance with directions given by 
a commissioned officer of His Majesty’s forces or the chief officer of 
police for the area, to indicate that members of an enemy force are 
landing or attempting to land or have landed from the air.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D I O C E S A N  G U IL D .
SUCCESSFUL MEETING AT IRTHLINGBOROUGH.

A most encouraging and satisfactory meeting of the Wfllingbo rough 
Branch of the Peterborough Diocesan Guild was held at Irthling- 
borough on Saturday* February 8th, when ringers and friends were 
present from Finedon, Wellingborough, Higham Ferrers, Irchester, 
Wilby, Mears Ashby, Easton Maudit, Wollaston, Bozeat, Earls Barton, 
Burton Latimer, Warkton, Keystone, Addington and Surfleet, besides 
members of the local band.

In the absence, through illness, of the Rector, the service w'as con­
ducted by the Rev. E. G. Elcock, curate at Finedon Parish Church, 
who gave an interesting address. After referring to the Rector’s 
illness, he said how pleased he was to see such a fine gathering, 
despite present conditions, and went on to discuss the comparison of 
our liees with those of the bells.

The organist was Mr. E. J. Holloway (Wollaston), and the collection 
for belfrjr repairs amounted to 13s. 3d.

Tea was provided in the Co-operative Hall and 53 members sat down 
to it, a much larger number than had been expected. The wives of 
four of the local ringers worked hard for the comfort of the visitors.

At the business meeting which followed, the chair was taken by 
the president, the Rev. J. H. Marlow.

As a token of respect to the late Rev. E. C. Thursfield and Mrs. 
Thursfield, the members stood for a minute in silence, and sym­
pathetic reference was made to the illness of Mix A. H. Martin, of 
Higham Ferrers.

For the next meeting it was decided to await an invitation to 
Irchester, where Mr. C. Payne is trying to get the bells fitted with 
silencers. 4

The secretary’s report and balance sheet, which showed a balance 
of £1 11s. 2d., were accepted. The membership now stood at four 
honorary life, 11 honorary and 146 ringing members.

The officers were all re-elected as follows : President, the Rev. J. H. 
Marlow: secretary, Mr. A. Biglev: Ringing Master, Mr. J. R. Main; 
Branch Committee, Messrs. A. Y. Tyler, C. Payne and A. Boddington; 
Central Committee, Messrs. G. Basford and A. Plowman. The auditor, 
whose work was appreciated, was Mr. E. W. Johnson.

On the proposition of the president, it wTas decided to form a com- 
mittep to see that the bells, in towers vhere it was needed, could be 
looked over occasionally, and Messrs. F. Barber, G. D. Deighton and 
A. Bigley were appointed. Mr. Marlow suggested that it was ad­
visable to include particulars of peal boards in the church inventories.

After a vote of thanks, proposed by Mr. J. Mawby and seconded bv 
Mr. F. Barber, to all concerned, had been passed, the climax of the 
evening was the cinema display bv Mr. R. Richardson, of Surfleet. 
The Australian tour and films of famous ringers were shown, and, 
thanks to the friends from Glvn Garth, an instructive and very 
interesting evening was spent. Handbells were used by some of the 
visitors when time and opportunity permitted.
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THE CAMBRIDGE YOUTHS.
DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY.

B y  J . A r m ig e r  T r o l l o p e .
Some of the men who had rung in the first peal of 

Grandsire Triples at Great St. Mary’s in 1724 took part in 
the second in 1734; there were also John Ball, a gardener, 
John Saville, a baker, and Samuel Roe, who rang the 
tenor. Roe was a Master of Arts and Fellow Of Trinity. 
He was afterwards Vicar of Stotfold, in Bedfordshire, 
and the author of a controversial book written against 
John Wesley and the Methodists, ‘ as the most probable 
Means to banish corrupt Notions out of our Thoughts by 
suppressing the wild and impure Torrent of Enthusiasm.’ 
He told the famous preacher and evangelist that ‘ your 
principles, wherever you borrowed them from, are very 
erronious and wicked.’ Like all such books on dead and 
gone religious controversies, it is exceedingly dry and 
arid and totally unreadable.

Charles Mason attained to a position of considerable 
dignity in college and university. He became Fellow of 
Trinity in 1736, Doctor of Divinity in 1749, and Wood- 
wardian Professor of Geology from 1734 to 1762. From 
1760 to 1762 he was senior dean of Trinity, an office 
which in later years was held by another distinguished 
member of the Exercise, the Rev. A. H. Boughey, some­
time president of the Central Council.

Dr. Mason’s interests were scientific rather than classic 
when such a mental attitude was comparatively rare in 
the English universities, and it was said of him that,
‘ owing to his devotion to mechanical art generally, and 
in particular in ringing, he sacrificed to Vulcan much 
more than to the Graces.’

In the belfry of Downing College there are three manu­
script volumes which contain his notes and investigations 
into change ringing. There is also a manuscript by him 
in the British Museum, but it has no reference to ringing. 
He died on December 18th, 1770, in his seventy-second 
year. Henry Mulliner died on October 29th, 1785, in his 
eighty-sixth year.

Another very distinguished member of the Cambridge 
Youths was Richard Dawes who joined the society on 
April 1st, 1931. He was 9. Leicestershire man bowi in 
1708, near Market Bosworth. He matriculated at Em­
manuel College in 1726, and in due course graduated
B.A., became Fellow of his college and proceeded M.A. 
He became a candidate for the office of Esquire Beadle 
but was not elected, the reason being thus given by his 
biographer. ‘ When care for his health compelled him to 
rouse himself out of the state of bodily inactivity* into 
which his leisure and studies had brought him, he chose 
bellringing as an exercise, and being of an athletic frame 
of body and impelled in everything he engaged by such a 
genius as could not stop at mediocrity, he quickly be­
came leader of the band, and carried the art to the highest 
perfection.’ But our author goes on to tell us that Mar­
garet, daughter and heir of John, Duke of Somerset, 
grandson of John of Gaunt, was said to have bequeathed 
a certain allowance of ale to the ringers of Great St. 
Mary’s, * in which Dawes made no scruple of indulging 
after a long lesson in campanology, and on such occa­
sions he seasoned the nut brown draughts with a spicing 
of wit and humour in which he was rich and overflowing 
when his spirits were high enough to bring him into the 
kind of company in which he delighted.’

Dr. Paley’s father is cited as the authority for this 
statement, and the writer goes on to say that this ‘ asso­

ciating with companions unsuited to a gownsman, and 
amusing them with humour and opinions which became 
the subject of conversations and were at variance with 
the prevailing opinions of the University led to his being 
rejected when he offered himself for the office of Esquire 
Beadle.’

This was written in 1828, and the author was judging 
the early Cambridge Youths by the ringers and standards 
of his own time. Dawes’ companions in the belfry in­
cluded Dr. Mason, the Reverend Samuel Roe, and the 
Reverend Mr. Windle, besides a number of worthy and 
respectable townsmen, but evidently he had strong and 
not very complimentary opinions about some of the great 
men in the University and was not qver particular as to 
who should know it.

Dawes left Cambridge and became master of the Gram­
mar School at Newtastle-on-Tyne, but he was not a suc­
cess there, and his life was not a happy one. He ulti­
mately retired to Haworth, where he died in 1766 prac­
tically insane. He kept his love of ringing until his death, 
though he took part in no peal. His claim to fame rests 
on the fact that he was one of the greatest Greek scholars 
England has ever produced. He joined the College 
Youths in 1735.

Richard Dawes was one of those rare men who, both 
in greatness and in weakness, stand outside ordinary 
society, and cannot be judged by ordinary standards.

Readers of Jasper Snowdon’s history of Grandsire 
Triples will perhaps remember that he quotes a letter 
from John Webster, of Norwich, to Dr. Mason, in which 
the writer says he had sent to the Rev. Mr. Windhall 
‘ an infallible rule how to make any proper peal on all 
numbers that go with a quick hunt.’ The Mr. Windhall 
referred to was William Windle, who was the son of a 
grazier at Hadleigh, in Suffolk, and was admitted to 
Caius College, Caimbridge, in the year 1724. He took 
orders and held some preferments in the Church. He 
was a man of considerable intellectual capacity, and wrote 
a book entitled ‘ An Enquiry into the Immateriality of 
Thinking Substance,’ a philosophical and theological 
treatise and a contribution to the deist controversy which 
at the time was exercising the minds of thinking men.

Windle was among the subscribers to John Holt’s 
broadsheet, and was himself a composer. He was not the 
least distinguished of the Cambridge Youths.

Throughout the eighteenth century the Society of Cam­
bridge Youths remained an active and flourishing com­
pany. It consisted mainly of tradesmen of the town, 
with a number of professional men and some few Univer­
sity men.

Among Its members were James Griffiths, who was 
Mayor of Cambridge, John Hazzard and John Robines, 
members of the town council, Humphrey Argent, an 
organ builder, and James Bennett, James Crowther, John 
Hewitt, and William Robson, musicians and singers con­
nected with the choirs of the colleges and the parish 
churches. Richard York was an attorney-at-law, and 
John Bowman a parish clerk. Others were gardeners, 
whitesmiths, leather cutters, ironmongers and members 
of suchlike trades. One was a cook at King’s College, 
and another a baker at Trinity. Two or three were 
undergraduates.

After the Grandsire Triples in 1734, the company had 
little ambition in peal ringing, but in 1769 a misfortune 
befel them which, in the end, stirred them to greater 
activity.
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AN EARLY T W E L V E  BELL BAND
In that year the tenor at Great St. Mary’s was broken, 

and Charles Day and a Mr. Paffs exerted themselves to 
collect money for its restoration with such success that, 
not only was the bell recast in September, but in the fol­
lowing year two trebles were added by Pack and Chap­
man to complete the full ring of twelve.

Cambridge was thus the .third provincial town to 
possess a ring of twelve bells. The earliest, at York 
Minster, was not suitable for change ringing, and had 
already been replaced by a ring of ten.

Charles Day, who had joined the Society on May 31st, 
1750, and was a surveyor of taxes, and a man of position, 
now took the lead in the company. The band was already 
a skilful one, and, not many months after the new bells 
were hung, by ringing 5,610 changes of Grandsire Cinques 
on Christmas Eve in the year 1770, they gained the 
honour of being the first provincial company to score a 
twelve-bell peal. It was rung six days after the death 
of Charles Mason.

Charles Day rang the eleventh and called the bobs. 
The other ringers were William Young, who was a 
farrier, John Laughton, the Yeoman Beadle of the Uni­
versity, John Sanders, an ironmonger, John Incarsole, 
William Robson, who was an organist, Joseph Gee, a 
bookbinder .and stationer, Thomas Jones, a weaver, John 
Hinkin, who is described as a gentleman, William 
Greaves, a cabinet maker, Joseph Crowther, one of the 
choirmen at Trinity and St. John’s Colleges, and Richard 
Widnell, the cook of King’s College.

John Incarsole was totally blind, but notwithstanding 
‘ was remarkable for his extensive knowledge of the art- 
of ringing and other musical professions.’

BARNSLEY AN D  DISTRICT SOCIETY.
MEETING AT SILKSTONE.

Members of the Barnsley and District Society were present at the 
meeting held on February 8tli at Silkstone from Cawthorne, Felkirk, 
Hoylandswaine, Wath and the local company.

Handbells were rung in the afternoon and tea was followed by the 
usual business meeting, with the president, Mr. E. Brookes, in the 
chair. Mr. Chant moved the best thanks to the local secretary for the 
splendid arrangements he had made and for arranging the splendid 
tea which all had enjoyed so much.

The rest of the evening was spent in handbell ringing and social 
intercourse. The methods practised were Grandsire Doubles, Plain, 
Double and Treble Bob Minor, Grandsire Triples, Bob Major and 
Plain and Gainsborough Major spliced.

It is hoped to arrange the next meeting at Darfield on Saturday, 
March 8th. This will be announced in * The Binging World * in due 
course.

GOOD S T R I K I N G .
To the Editor.

Sir,—Reference has occasionally been made in * The Ringing World ’ 
to the excellent striking of St. Paul’s Cathedral bells to Stedman 
Cinques on Sundays, and I have not heard elsewhere anything to 
equal it. \

Credit is due to the band for such fine performances, but it should 
be noted that only Stedman is rung year m and year out.

The St. Mary-le-Tower, Ipswich, company, however, never knew 
what was to be rung for the Sunday services until the bells were 
raised, and a course of the Surprise Maximus method then decided 
upon would be tapped off remarkably well.

If time permitted, a touch of Stedman or Grandsire Cinques would 
immediately follow, but the striking of this, I must admit, was inferior 
to that previously accomplished. W. J. G. BROWN.

40, Fuchsia Lane, Ipswich.
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A  H istory of the Society
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MR. J. S. GOLDSMITH.
SERIOUS ILLNESS OF THE EDITOR.

j\ll readers of ‘ The*Ringing W orld ’ will learn with 
regret that the Editor, Mr. J. S. Goldsmith, was taken 
seriously ill on Wednesday night in last week and had to 
be moved at once to hospital. ,

A preliminary operation was successfully performed 
during the early hours of the morning, and a major 
operation will be necessary in the course of about 18 days.

Fortunately the trouble was tackled without any delay 
and, although the matter is serious, no undue complica­
tions are feared.

The latest report as we go to press is that Mr. Gold­
smith’ s condition is very satisfactory. W ill any friends 
who wish to enquire 'by telephone ring up Byfleet 370 
after 7 p.m. ?

BELFRY GOSSIP.
The Rev. C. E. Wieg, Vicar of Chearslev, and Deputy Master of 

the Oxford Diocesan Guild, is to be married at Hayes Parish Church 
on February 24th. The good wishes of his many friends in the Exer­
cise and particularly in the Oxford Diocesan Guild will go out to him 
on that aay.

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Hough, whose wedding is announced on an­
other page, have both been ringers at Knutsford for about ten years.

After the haiidbell peal at Reading, the band were entertained to 
tea by Mr. and Mrs. Wiggins, and touches of Stedman Triples and 
Bob Major were rung. The umpire, Mr. R. T. Hibbert, tells us that 
he was very pleased with the quality of the striking.

The ‘ Mad Bend ’ reciprocates the good wishes of Paymaster Lieut. 
C. Glenn, R.N.V.R., and expresses earnest hope for an early reunion.

If sufficient funds are available it is intended to take down the 
bells of St. Clement Danes and store them in a safe place until the 
end of the war. The church has already twice suffered from enemy 
action.

On the grounds, evidently, that if you make up your mind to do a 
thing it is as good as done, so why not say it is done? ‘ Observator,’ 
who contributes a weekly column to ‘ The Observer,’ writes as follows 
in last Sunday’s issue :—

It is pleasant to know that the Bells of St. Clement’s, so famous in 
legend and nursery rhyme, are now safely buried beyond reach of 
the Hun, not to be resurrected till the bells of London unite in ringing 
Hitler out to his own place. There are some ghosts who should make 
a point of being present on the occasion : the Doctor himself, whose 
church at Streatham and whose workroom at Gough Square have both 
been desecrated; Canute (as representing the Danes), Mrs. Thrale 
(for old acquaintance sake), Nell Gwynn (for the oranges). As for 
the lemons, they might stand for our answer to Hitler.

By the way, St. Clement Danes has for a number of years claimed 
to be the St. Clement’s whos<? bells talk about ‘ oranges and^lemons,' 
but we doubt if there is any real authority for the claim. We should 
like to know who was the author of that famous nursery rhyme and 
when it first appeared. Can any of our readers enlighten us?

In a recent air raid the Church of St. Alary Redcliffe, which, accord­
ing to tradition, was said by Queen Elizabeth to be ‘ the fairest parish 
church in England,’ and which contains a noble ring of twelve bells, 
was hit by a high explosive bomb as well as by incendiaries. Happily 
no serious damage was done.

Nathan J. Pitstow, of Saffron Walden, one of the best known com­
posers of an earlier generation, died on February 18th, 1914, at the 
age of 67.

The year 1777 was one of the most notable in the whole history of 
change ringing. Among other events the famous long peal contest 
between the College Youths and the Cumberlands was then at its 
height. On February 17th the former secured the record for Treble 
Ten by ringing 10,000 changes at Shoreditch. They lost it in the 
following May and regained.it nine days later by ringing 11,080 
changes.

Henry Haley, for many years a leading London ringer, and, m 
the end, the principal bob caller in the Ancient Society of College 
Youths, was born at Bethnal Green on February 19th, 1819.

On the same date in 1751, John Holt called a peal of Grandsire 
Caters for the Union Scholars at St. Martin’s-in-tbe-Fields.

The Oxford University Guild was formed on February 20tli, 1872.
Mr. W. H. Barber performed a remarkable feat at Gateshead on 

February 21st, 1908, when he rang and conducted a peal of Stedman 
Triples blindfolded.

iSfty years ago to-day ten peals were rung. They consisted of 
Grandsire Triples 2, Union Triples 1, Stedman Triples 1, Bob Major 
1, Canterbury Pleasure Major 1, Kent Treble Bob Major 2, Oxford 
Treble Bob Major 2.
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LOST LONDON BELLS.
THE FATE OF THE RING AT CRIPPLEGATE.

Whenever it is announced that a church has been damaged in an 
air raid, ringers naturally wonder whether it is one of those they 
know and what has been the fate of the bells.

For obvious reasons, particulars cannot often be published or names 
given until the lapse of some weeks, but now and then the authorities, 
very wisely, release full details almost as soon as the disaster has 
happened. Thus we were Enabled to let our readers know of the 
fate of the bells at St. Bride’s, Fleet Street, St. Lawrence Jewry, St.

There were other churches which suffered about the same time. 
They were mentioned by name, but it was difficult to ascertain exactly 
what had happened to the bells. Of them the best known are St. 
Giles’ , Cripplegate, and St. John’s, Waterloo Road.

The worst has, we f^ar, happened to Cripplegate bells. The whole 
parish was practically destroyed, nothing is now left in the surround­
ing district but ruined walls, and any approach to the church is 
impossible.

A person whose connection with the church enabled him to visit 
the ruin writes as follows: * The church and vicarage have only the 
walls standing, thê  tower was burnt out, and the cupola has gone. As 
far as I  can see, some of the bells' must have crashed, but have not 
fallen right through. All the woodwork, including the stairs, has 
gone. In the church there is nothing left, everything that could burn 
or melt has gone, including the peal board at the west entrance.’

The board referred to was one erected at the base of the tower by 
the Vicar and churchwardens to record a peal of Stedman Cinques 

(Continued in next column.)

FAMOUS NORWICH RINGERS.
3.—PECKOVER HILL.

Another little known name, yet one of a capable ringer, and of a 
well-to-do and respected man of business. He was married at St. 
Michael’ s, Coslany, on July 14th, 1795, to-Ann Russell, and was buried 
at tjie same church on September 29th, 1850, aged 75.

He was ‘ Headman ’ of the Mancroft Company in 1821 and also in 
1845, but whether uninterruptedly between those years I am not able 
to say. So far as I can trace, he rang in only six peals, and, oddly 
enough, they were all of different kinds :—

1809.-5,040 Bob Major, at St. Giles’ . »
1813.—6,272 Oxford Treble Bob Major, at St. Giles*.
1817.—5,016 Double Norwich Maximus, at St. Peter’s. 
1827.-5,040 Oxford Treble Bob Royal, at St. Peter’6.
1851.—6,160 Double Norwich Major, at St. Michael’s.
1852.—6,000 Double Oxford Major, at St. Giles’ .

In addition, in 1851 he rang in 4,884 Stedman Cinques, when the 
bells 'came home a course too soon, owing to a mistake on the part 
of Samuel Thurston, who was calling it.

Although the following, taken from the ‘ Norfolk Chronicle,’ is 
outside the province of a ringing journal, it is interesting as a sample 
of the times in his day.

‘ DISCLAIMER.’
‘ We are particularly requested to state that the name of Mr. 

Peckover Hill, Manufacturer, of St. Michael’s at Coslany, was 
introduced into the list of the Manufacturers who have declared 
their adhesion to the cause of Messrs. Gurney and Ker without 
his knowledge or sanction, and in direct opposition to the prin­
ciples which it is well known he professes. If this (sarys our 
correspondent) is to be deemed a specimen of the art of getting 
up addresses and requisitions, as practised by the Reformers of 
Norwich (which there is every reason to suppose it is), we must 
say this much, that we think a winning party would never use 
such paltry means to impose upon the credulity of the public, 
and of the gentlemen who have offered themselves as candidates 
for the honour of representing t-heir interests in the Reformed 
House of Commons.'

E R I N  D O U B L E S .
THE PROBLEM OF COMPOSITION.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—The following notes do not profess to be in any sense 

exhaustive, but, written as they are in non-technical language, they 
may be of some help to ‘ Puzzled.’

In the first place, Erin is based on the slow six of three bells, viz. : 
125 If bobs are called in the interior of the six, this three bell work 
215 is necessarily disturbed. Indeed, any six-score that could be 
251 obtained would break up the three-bell work to such an extent 
521 that all resemblance to Erin would be lost. So we may lay it 
512 down as an obligation that bobs be called only at the parting 
152 of the sixes.

A true six-score of Erin would consist of 20 sixes, 10 of them being 
positive and ten negative. To avoid repetition each of the positive 
sixes (the same applying to the negative sixes) must have a different 
pair of bells in 4-5. The pairs»in the Plain Course are 55, 51, 12, 24, 
45. Thus there remain to be introduced 52, 25, 54, 41 and 15. These 
same pairs must also all be used once and once only in the negative 
half. Further, in starting from rounds, all rows will be positive 
which are produced plain or bobbed. After one, or any odd number 
of Singles, all rows will be negative: after an even number of Singles 
the rows will be positive.

If a Bob be made between* any two sixes by a third’s place instead 
of fifth’s, the same pair of bells v̂ ill be kept in 4-5, the result Being 
that the last six changes will be repeated, though in a different order. 
Taking this in conjunction with what has been written above, it 
follows that the use of Bobs is altogether excluded, and we are con­
fined to the employment of Singles alone if we are to get a true 
six-score.

With the problem thus reduced to its simplest terms, ‘ Puzzled ’ may 
like to try his hand at obtaining a six-score with Singles only; but- 
I fear he will not succeed in getting one true. (Perhaps I ought to 
add that a pair bells, e.g., 2 and 5, can appear at the six-end as 
either 25 or 52, so long as each pair occurs once and once only in the 
positive and negative portions respectively.)

Also Sirgles can be called on the bells in 4-5 in the interior of *tlie 
six without disturbing the three-bell works. E. S. POWELL.

Staverton Vicarage, Daventry.

(Continued from previous column.) 
rung by the Middlesex Association on May 6th, 1955, in honour of the 
silver jubilee of King George V. It was conducted by Mr. C. T. Coles.

The Church of St. John, Waterloo Road, was hit by a high explo­
sive bomb some time ago and seriously damaged. The roof has gone 
and all the interior fittings, but the men who built this did their 
work well -and the walls stand. The tower and spire appear to be 
the least damaged part of the building. The louvres are still in the 
windows of the bell chamber, and if they are of wood, and not slate 
or stone, it is probable that the'bells are safe.

The six bells at St. Vedast’s, Foster Lane, may have come through 
untouched. The very fine steeple, Wren’s latest and one of. his best, 
appears to be all right, though the church itself is gutted.
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE BELL-CAGE.
W O O D  FR AM E S T H R O U G H  T H E  C E N T U R IE S

(Continued from page 80.)
Following the two improvements mentioned in the last 

issue, the next noticeable stage in the development of the 
bell cage was to dt> away with the brace ties and 
their framing. The heads were then lengthened to that 
of Jhe sills, what was formerly the brace tie being 
framed on to the ends of the heads and becoming the 
head of the end frame (Fig. 8 ). The cage for three at 
Iford is an example of this type. It contains three bells

of early fifteenth cen­
tury date, probably 
the same age as the 
cage. There is a 
dated example, 1652 
A .D ., of this type of 
c a g e  at Dilhorn, 
Stafford. The sills 
show it is a late 
example, as t h e  
plates are missing. 
The average height 
of this type is about 
five feet, but as time 
passes the cages get 

lower and lower until in the nineteenth century they 
reach the other extreme.

The head struts or jack braces were next discarded 
(Fig. 9) and replaced by end-posts, and at the same time 
the braces were housed into both head and centre-post 
(Fig. 10), which again proved a retrograde step. The 
cage at Botolph ’s is a fine example o f this type; it con­
tains a ring of three cast in 1536. By now it was usual 
to brace the end frames as is shown in Fig. 10.

At this time the carpenters often moulded the edges of 
the grooves or sinkings in both heads and centre posts. 
A most elaborate example is to be seen at South Mailing, 
where there is a cage that was evidently intended for a 
ring of four, but only the tenor pit was completed. The

braces were again 
lowered and fixed 
only to the centre 
post.

It is here that we 
come across the first 
dated cages. Bur- 
ham, Kent, is an 
e x a m p l e ,  dated 
1632; there are also 
two in Sussex, at 
East Dean, n e a r  

f'«i >o Chichester, a- n d
Rustington, dated 

1655 and 1671 respectively. Rustington appears to be a 
reconstruction of an earlier type.

The next, development seems to do away with the end 
posts, a dated example is at Newick, in 1682. A most 
important step was next taken. The carpenters for 
several centuries had kept on moving the position of the 
top joint of the braces. At last they broke away from 
tradition and the brace was fixed direct to both head 
and sill. At Donnington is a transitional type with 
braces from head to sill and retaining the centre-post. I 
am inclined to regard this cage as a local reconstruction 
of an earlier cage of the same type. Bury has a cage,

f i A  11.

containing bells of late sixteenth and early seventeenth 
century date, which has dispensed with the centre-post 
altogether; a bold step, but one in the right direction. 
Up to the present type the bells have, as a rule, been 
hung in a row, generally roped the' same way, especially 
in the earlier examples.

A great advance is shown in tfie cage at Beddingham, 
dated 1709. It is for a ring of four, each pit is placed 
against a side of the tower, leaving a space in the centre. 
The bells are roped the same way, but by the fact of be­
ing in a_ circle greatly reduce the strain on the tower. 
The plates under the sills have been dispensed with, and 
instead, the sills are 
framed together like 
the heads, the braces 
being stiffened by a 
set of jack braces at 
the top (Fig. 11).

By the mid-18th 
century another set 
of jack braces were 
introduced from the 
centre of the sill to 
the main braces. The 
jack braces were dispensed with by the nineteenth cen­
tury, it being again found, as in the fifteenth century,, 
that many joints were a source of weakness. Perhaps 
the greatest advance, 
since dispensing with 
the centre-post, was 
to bolt the head 
braces and sills to­
gether with long ver­
tical bolts, instead of 
relying on the draw 
bore pin. The day 
of loose joints in the 
truss of a bell-cage 
had gone for ever, 
provided the steeplekeeper did his job.

It is difficult to see where any improvement can be 
made in the modern timber cage (Fig. 12). When 
given the attention it deserves, it does its job as well as 
any of iron or steel, and, what is more, will outlast them 
by centuries. He would indeed be a rash man who 
prophesied that the modern steel cage will last for 700 
years like some of the examples that we have been con­
sidering. Even now, some of these metal frames look 
rather sick, having barely reached the half a century 
mark. The timber cage has been tried, proved, and 
found not to be wanting.

G. P. E l p h ic k .

M R . C. K E N N E T H  L E W I S '  E X T E N T S .
To the Editor.

Sir,—By geiieral consent greater latitude is permitted in methods 
on five bells than in those on the higher numbers to compensate in 
some degree for the small scope offered byt Doubles. But there are 
limits. I can hardly believe that either the Central Council or pra<\T 
tical five-bell ringers will countenance a call (Mr. Lewis’ so-callea 
Single) which alters the work of every one of the five bells.

I f  this is Erin------» __________ . E. S. POWELL.

T R E B L E  B O B  A N D  C A M B R ID G E  S U R P R I S E .
A COMPARISON.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I do not think what Mr. C. W. Woolley says about Treble 

Bob should go without being contradicted. Treble Bob is a good 
method, and Cambridge Surprise, which Mr. Woolley and others seem 
to think so much of, is only Treble Bob spoiled. AtJeast. it is so 
muiically. A COUNTRY RINGER.
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
THE OPINIONS OF THE IND IVIDU AL RINGER.

In the long run a method is good or bad in so far as 
it fulfils well or ill two distinct purposes. One is to pro­
vide something which will interest the men who are prac­
tising it, the other to produce music which will satisfy 
the ears of the people who are outside the belfry as well 
as those who are inside. For neither of these two can 
there be an absolute standard. W hat interests one man 
or one band will not necessarily interest another man or 
band; and opinions and tastes differ widely as to what is 
good music in bellrin^ing. W e  have, however, the ex­
perience of the Exercise during more than two centuries 
to guide us, and there are some general principles and

■ considerations which are worth studying in this connec­
tion.

Therie are several features in change ringing which 
attract the ringer and make it worth while for him. 
There is the physical delight of handling a bell, there is 
the aesthetic delight of music and rhythm, and there is 
the intellectual delight of performing a more or less in­
tricate method. To the majority, perhaps, the last is the 
most important.

When a band attempts a peal they set themselves to 
accomplish two tasks. One of them, which is the busi­
ness of the band as a whole, including the composer and 
the conductor, is to ring a given number of changes with­
out ever repeating a single one. No ringer by himself 
can ensure that; he does not know what changes actually 
are rung, and he does not- concern himself about the 
matter.

What does concern him is the particular work which 
he himself must do, and his business is to see that in 
doing it he makes no mistake.

A method, therefore, can be looked at and judged in 
two-ways. It can be considered as a means of producing 
true changes and it can be looked at as a means of giving 
the individual ringer a definite work.

When we study the one, we use the figures which re­
present a lead; when we study the other we use the 
skeleton course. They are equally important and, indeed, 
complementary to each other. As the old records used 
to say, a peal must be without the repetition of a single 
change and with never a bell out of course.

Many men at different times have attempted to set up 
standards and to lay down rules to decide what should 
be considered as a good method, but in the majority of 
cases their opinions have been spoilt because they have 
judged entirely from the lead and 'ignored the skeleton 
course.

For the individual ringer a peal really amounts to a 
long-drawn-out and complicated journey through the 
other bells. This idea of a journey and of movement is 
the idea which did in fact create the art of change ring­
ing and which still dominates it from first to last. Yet 
curiously enough it has been totally overlooked by most 
of those experts who have done so much by their work 
and their writing to'develop the scientific side of ringing.

As soon as we recognise this idea of ringing as a jour­
ney we can see that the things which attract and interest 
the ringer are very similar to those which attract and in­
terest him when he is taking a physical walk across 
country.

When we go for a walking tour, what are the things 
we most desire? They are variety, novelty, comfort,

9  ■ K

good companionship, and enough difficulty to give us at 
our journey’s end the satisfaction of having done some­
thing. Sometimes we forgo the comfort for the sake of 
the difficulty; sometimes we shirk the difficulty for the 
sake of the comfort. W e are just like that when we go 
for a peal, and we react to our surroundings in a quite 
similar way.

The things we most of all try to avoid in our physical 
journey are monotony and boredom. No one would wil­
lingly walk, for instance, along a French military road 
that goes mile after mile across the country as straight 
as a rule. It is the quickest way, no doubt, to get from 
one place to another, but it is killing. So, too, in a 
method the one deadly sin is monotony.

But it is not easy to say offhand what does crcatc 
monotony in a method. It used to be the fashion some 
years ago to talk about the monotony of the long courses 
of Treble Bob, and to praise in contradistinction the 
short courses of Duffield and Forward. General experi­
ence has reversed that verdict. The great popularity of 
Treble Bob during two centuries is sufficient evidence 
that the majority of ringers have not found it mono­
tonous, though sdme may have done so. And Duffield 
and Forward, for all their apparent advantages, haye 
failed justs, because they did prove monotonous in use. 
Those methods should be a warning to us not to give a 
final judgment on any method before it has stood the test 
of actual practice.

The marked decline in the popularity of Superlative, 
which once was so highly praised, may confidently be 
attributed to the monotony of the five-pull dodges, and 
the same thing spoilt the chances of Double Oxford Bob 
and Norfolk Surprise, both of which at one time were 
likely candidates for the honour of being included among 
the standard methods.

Now, among the newer and as yet fully untried Sur­
prise methods there are several which have four-pull 
dodging behind or in front. Some of them seem to have 
the necessary qualities for a standard method. Will this 
four-pull dodging bar them? It is difficult to say. W e  
have had considerable experience of these methods, and 
to us a four-pull dodge does not seem to be so very ex­
cessive, but that may be accounted for by the novelty of 
the thing.

Variety, which is the antithesis of monotony, was the 
first thing we said was desirable in our walking tour, 
and we appreciate the same thing in our journey through 
a peal. Variety is not the same thing as difficulty, for 
there is plenty of variety in Double Norwich Major, for 
instance, but very little difficulty.

When William Pye’s band was ringing their series of 
Spliced Surprise Major peals, one of the methods given 
them was Peterborough. Peterborough, on the face of it, 
should be an excellent method, but the work consists 
largely of backward hunting in the four front positions 
and then backward hunting in the four hind positions. 
The method was included in one of the peals, and pre­
viously the band thought they would like to ring a five- 
thousand of it. They had one attempt, but the method 
proved so uninteresting from lack of variety (though it 
was by no means an easy method) that they all agreed it 
was not worth ringing to a peal. ̂  Variety, and not par­
ticularly difficulty, is the great attraction in spliced 
ringing.

(Continued on next page.)
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REMINISCENCES.
BY A VETERAN NOT QUITE SO TOUGH.

The reminiscences of * A Tough Veteran ’ are interesting and give 
Or chance for others to follow up. * What brought me into touch 
with bells and ringers?’ he asks and answers.

My own beginnings were much more clear-cut than his, and hang 
on two incidents only. The first was a great national rejoicing, and 
the second a muffled peal. The 1887 Jubilee celebrations made up a 
great day. As a chorister I took part in a civic service at the Cathe­
dral, where a massed choir from the parish churches was accompanied 
by the fine band of a regiment of Hussars quartered in the city. For 
this service the Cathedral organist had composed a Te Deum in B 
flat, and it opened with a long roll on the drums. The effect was 
electric, and I can hear those drums now.

A sumptuous lunch followed the service, and then, as a schoolboy, 
I was due to take part with thousands of other scholars in a children’s 
fete in the Market Square, during which we sang the National Anthem, 
4 God bless the Prince of Wales,’ etc.

A big church dominates the square, and, as we were assembling, 
these bells were doing their part with a vengeance!

Like the roll of the drums, the firing of the bells made an in­
delible impression on me, and for days after I wondered how the job 
was worked. No one could tell me, for, like 4 Tough Veteran,’ I had 
no forebears or relatives in the business, but I kept on thinking about 
it. Jubilee Day didn’t mean to me Queen Victoria, but rather the 
roll of military drums and the firing of bells!

Two years went by, and one evening I crossed the same square, and 
heard booming out of the big tower some very different sounds to 
those of Jubilee Day. It greatly attracted me, and I asked bystanders 
what it meant. One said he thought it was a «iuffled peal for some­
one recently dead. I stayed until the end of tlie ringing, and on my 
way home determined to find out about this bellringing and to become 
a ringer myself. The following morning the local newspaper told its 
readers the muffled peal was to the memory of one of the city clergy 
who was also secretary to the Diocesan Association of Ringers.

Fate must have had a hand in it, for less than 13 years after the 
muffled peal I became secretary of that same association! But that 
is getting ahead of the story. My mind fixed on becoming a ringer, 
I made enquiries of a friendly parish clerk, and found the ringers of 
the city had a whole series of towers at their disposal, which they 
visited as fancy took them. The ring of twelve in the Market Square 
was headquarters with a fortnightly practice, but there was no Sun­
day ringing anywhere.

So when I heard bells going I tracked tliem down, and sometimes 
saw men going in or coming out of the steeple doors. Once or twice 
someone would say, ‘ Hallo! You here again?’ which was not very 
encouraging to me with strong ambitions burning under my waistcoat!

Months of this sort of thing went on, and harvest festival, 1890, 
time arrived. At a church with a fine ring of 6ix the ringers met one 
night in September to ring for the festival. I plucked up courage 
and followed the men up the stairs and watched the ringing, and 
afterwards a gruff member of the company asked if I was interested 
and would like to become a ringer. I jumped at it, and he at once 
wrote me out a lot of figures and arranged to meet me the next night 
to start teaching me to pull a bell. He, like all his comrades, was a 
stickler for mastery and style, and no one had a chance of ringing 
rounds or changes until it was certain the ringer, and not the bell, 
was top dog. Unfortunately this sort of thing lias somewhat died 
away!

I still have the dates of my early efforts. Thus I find, on tower 
bells; September 24th, 1890, first attempt at pulling a bell; February 
9th, 1891. first course of Bob Minor; May lltli, 1891, first 720; February 
18th, 1892. first 1,008 Bob Major; and February 29th, 1892, first 5,040, 
seven 720’s Bob Minor. A good deal of handbell ringing was also 
done during this period, which helped enormously.

By present-dav standards my progress was absurdly slow, but, look­
ing back, I am glad I was so well 4 blooded,’ and taught that striking 
was the thing.

I also feel glad that most of my ringing has been done without the 
help of 4 expert ’ conductors, a species I look upon with suspicion. 
It is better to ring in a peal where one man 4 calls the bobs ’ than 
when the whole band is ‘ conducted ’ by the conductor!

T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
(Continued from previous page.)

One thing which strongly appeals to many travellers 
is rapidity of movement, and we get the same attraction 
in peal ringing. Much of the good quality of London 
Surprise lies in the fact that a bell is always freely on 
the move, and the same thing in a different degree marks 
out Rutland, but on the other hand the fact that in 
Double Oxford Bob a £ell goes from front to back and 
from back to front only once in a course, has a lot to do 
with the failure of the method to become a popular one.

A LETTER FROM SOUTH AFRICA.
FIRST STEPS IN HANDBELL RINGING.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I would first like to say what a pleasure it is to me to 

receive 4 The Ringing World,’ which I always read from cover to cover. 
Several questions in particular in recent issues have interested me.

Concerning the ban on bells it should not be very difficult to fix up 
I an electric mechanism in each tower, so that by means of contacts
• placed at appropriate points on the bell-wlieels, handbells hung in the 

belfry could .be made to sound at exactly the same moment as the 
tower bell would have done. This is admittedly a poor substitute 
for the real thing, but as there doesn’t appear to be any prospect 
of the ban being lifted soon, it would serve to keep the bells going 
till happier times, and even then would be' useful on occasions when 
the bells could not otherwise be rung—for ejfample, due to illness close 
to the church.

Readers may be interested to hear of the experience of a beginner 
on handbells. I had always looked on handbell ringing as beyond my 
capabilities, but as change ringing on tower bells in South Africa is 
practically unknown and I happened to get hold of a set of handbells 
quite cheaply, I naturally turned my attention to it. I failed to 
interest my friends in change ringing, but a few months back I met 
a clergyman and his sister who are experienced handbell ringers. We 
tackle Bob Minor, and I take 1-2 generally. I studied the work of 
those two bells in a plain course ana we had our first practice.

I forget if we rang the plain course at the first attempt, but we 
were going for touches later on that same evening. Unfortunately, 
we are unable to meet regularly for practice (which I can see is 
essential if progress is to be made), and the result is that we have 
not yet. rung a 720, but the few practices have taught me that to ring 
Bob Minor, at any rate on handbells, does not require the superhuman 
brain power I had imagined was necessary.

I find a practice tiring if there has been mo^e than a week’s interval 
since the last, otherwise it is a vigorous mental exercise and'very 
exhilarating.

Last Sunday I  rang the 6th to call changes at St. Paul’s, Durban, 
a church which is mentioned under 4 Bells Abroad ’ in your issue of 
July 19th, 1940. The conductor doesn’t seem to have much difficulty 
in getting together a band, as nine turned up, excluding myself, on 
Sunday evening. All of the ringers at St. Paul’s Church learnt to 
ring there, and-have rung nowhere else. They are keen and I should 
like to help them to learn change ringing, but Durban is over 400 
miles from Johannesburg, and this makes any attempt of mine to 
help them impossible, unless it can be done by correspondence.

In one of Mr. Trollope’s articles he mentions a ringer named Dovey, 
who was ringing at St. Thomas’ Church, Stourbridge, in the years 
1770 to 1780. It is quite possible this man is an ancestor of, mine, as 
my father’s mother, who was born in Kidderminster about 1840, was 
a Miss Dovev before her marriage.

Wishing 4 The Ringing* World ’ continued success.
C. CHAMBERS.

16, Merlin Street, Kensington, Johannesburg, South Africa.

DEATH  OF T W O  COSELEY RINGERS.
As briefly mentioned in our last issue, Mr. Benjamin Gough, of 

Castle Road, Tipton, passed away on Sunday, January 25th, at the 
age of 70 after a long and painful illness. He had been a ringer 
since 1887, ringing at Christ Church, Coseley, for many years, and 
later at St. Thomas’ , Dudley. During his long illness he was always 
talking of the happy hours he had spent in ringing famous peals in 
different churches in the Midiands.

Mr. A. E. H. Law, who was for long a member of the Coseley 
band, died on February 9th at the age of 75. For many years he had 
suffered from rheumatism and had to give *p bellringing, but he 
still took a keen interest in it until the time of his death.

M A R R I A G E .
HOUGH— NO RBU RY.— On February 15th, at Knuts- 

ford Parish Church, by the Rev. Norman Hook, Ronald, 
youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Hough, of 12, 
Hayton Street, to Ruth, youngest daughter of Mrs. and 
the late Mr. George Norbury, of 26, Tabley Grove, 
Knutsford.

BELL. ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM
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NOTICES. "
‘ The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 

the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Next 
meeting at Bushey, Guides’ Studio, Falconer Road, on 
Saturday, February 22nd. Meeting time 3.45. Excellent 
opportunity to practise method ringing on handbells. Com­
fortable room, social chat. Tea arranged. All interested 
in the hobby of change ringing are welcome.— C. H. 
Horton, 53, Aldenham Road, Bushey.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.— The 
annual meeting will be held in the Church Room, Hart- 
field, on Saturday, February 22nd, at 3 p.m. Business 
meeting at 3.30. No arrangements for tea. Come along 
and meet old friends and have a social afternoon to­
gether. Handbells available.— C. A. Bassett, Assist. 
Sec., 3, Pendrill Place, Wadhurst, Tunbridge Wells.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.— Elloe Deaneries 
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at Spalding 
on Saturday, February 22nd. Service 3.30. Tea 4.30 
at the Lincoln Arms Hotel (near High Bridge), followed 
by meeting and social evening. Bring your wives and 
sweethearts.— W . A. Richardson, Hon. Sec., Glenside, 
Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs. ,

DEVON GUILD.— Exeter Branch.— The annual meet­
ing will be held on Saturday, February 22nd, at Deller’s 
Cafe, High Street, Exeter. Tea 4.30, free to members. 
Business meeting to follow.— W . H. Howe, Hon. Sec., 
8, Courtenay Road, Exeter.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next meet­
ing will be held at Liversedge on Saturday, Feb. 22nd. 
Handbells from 3 p.m., in the Old Oak Inn, Bradford 
Road. Business meeting 4.30 p.m. A good muster is 
requested.— H. Lofthouse, Hon. Sec., 8, Wortley Road, 
Leeds, 12.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Chertsey Dis­
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at Her- 
sham on Saturday, February 22nd, beginning at 3 p.m. 
Handbells available, but owing to present circumstances 
no tea can be arranged. All members are requested to 
attend if possible.— F. E. Hawthorne, 39, Queen’s Road, 
Thames Ditton.

ST. M AR TIN’S GUILD FOR TH E DIOCESE OF  
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755).— The 53rd annual 
Hehry Johnson Commemoration will be held at the Im­
perial Hotel, Temple Street, Birmingham, on Saturday, 
March ist. Owing to prevailing conditions this will be 
a luncheon to commence at 1.30 p.m. prompt, Vice-Presi­
dent Councillor A. Paddon Smith in the chair. Tickets 
will be issued to fully paid-up members at is. each; to 
other members and friends at 5s. 6d. each. All applica­
tions for tickets must be received by Saturday, February 
22nd. Apply T . H. Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136, Newton 
Road, Sparkhill, Birmingham, 11.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — Northern Division.— A 
meeting of this division will be held at Bocking on Satur­
day, March ist. Six ‘ silent ’ bells available from 2 p.m. 
Service at 4 p.m., followed by tea and business meeting. 
Handbells also available. It is necessary to elect two 
members for the general committee, so members please 
make an effort to be present. Please see that we have a 
better attendance than at the annual meeting. Names for 
tea should be sent no later than Wednesday, February 
26th, to Hilda G. Snowden, Hon. Dis. Sec., 3, Bell Vue, 
Hedingham Road, Halstead, Essex.

O XFO R D  DIOCESAN' GUILD.— North Bucks 
Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at H^qslope 
on Saturday, March ist. Handbells 3 p.m. Service 3.30, 
followed by tea and meeting. W ill those requiring tea 
please notify me by Monday, February 24th? A good 
attendance desired.-—R. H. Howson, Hon. Sec., 19, 
Greenfield Road, Newport Pagnell, Bletchley.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.— Cheltenham Branch.— The annual meeting 
will be held on Saturday, March ist, at the Gloucester­
shire Dairy Cafe, Promenade, Cheltenham. Will friends 
meet at above from 4 p.m.? Tea 4.30 sharp. W e hope 
to have some good handbell practice, as some of our 
London friends are in the district. I must have names 
for tea by February 26th.— Walter Yeend, -Millfield, 
Tewkesbury Road, Cheltenham.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN , GUILD.— W est Dorset 
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at Beaminster 
on Saturday, March ist. Tower bells available with the 
‘ Seage silent apparatus ’ from 3 p.m. Service at 4.30, 
to be followed by tea and meeting. Please notify for tea 
by Monday, the 24th inst.— C. H. Lathey, Sec., Mal- 
maison, Bradpole, Bridport.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U T H S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, March ist. 
Members will meet at the Two Brewers, Shoe Lane, 
E.C.4, at 2.30. Business meeting and handbells at 3 
o ’clock at»is, Farringdon Avenue, E.C.4.— A. B. Peck, 
Hon. Sec., Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Hinckley 
District.— Members and friends are invited to meet at 
the Heathcote Arms, Croft, at 6 p.m. on Saturday, March 
ist, for the usual monthly meeting. Handbells, etc.—  
W . A. Wood, Dis. Sec., Fosseway, Croft, near Leicester.

YORKSH IRE ASSOCIATION.— Western Division.—  
The annual district meeting will be held at Guiseley on 
Saturday, March 8th. Handbells available in Parish Hall 
frpm 1.30. Ramble arranged to commence 3 o ’clock. 
Tea at approximately 5 p.m. No charge to those who 
send in names by Tuesday, March 4th, to Mr. F. W .  
Dixon, 1, Greenshaw Terrace, Guiseley. Business meet­
ing at approximately 6 o’clock. Election of officers, etc. 
Annual reports now available.— F. Rayment, Dis. Sec., 
Bramley.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— A quarterly meeting 
will be held at the Haymarket Hotel (opposite St. James- 
in-the-Horsefair), on Saturday, March 8th. Handbells
2.45 p.m. Tea and meeting 4 p.m.— A' Tyler, Hon. Sec.,
5, Addison Road, Victoria Park, Bristol, 3.

SURREY ASSOCIATION.— North-Western District. ' 
— The annual district meeting will be held at Leatherhead 
on Saturday, March 15th. Bells available at Parish 
Church in afternoon if required. Service 4 p.m. Tea at 
the Duke’s Head at 5 p.m., followed by business meeting. 
Handbells, etc., available afterwards. Names for tea 
must be sent to Mr. Arthur Dean, 24, Church Walk, 
Leatherhead, by Tuesday, March n th .— G. W . Massey, 
Hon. Dis. Sec.

O XFO RD  DIOCESAN GUILD.— The annual general 
committee meeting will be held in Reading (D .V.) on 
Saturday, March 22nd, at the Central Girls’ Club, 29, 
Chain Street (opposite St. Mary’s Church House), at
3.15 p.m. It is hoped that all branches will be repre­
sented.— Richard T. Hibbert, Gen. Sec., 69, York Road, 
Reading.
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The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; ISO pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.: second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS, ’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s . lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof ana composition.

• TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
• SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A  book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list o f peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
MUb MARGARET E ,  SNOWDON 
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s t o n ,  L a n o s

P U B L I C A T I O N  S.
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7jd. each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 279 
(6 copies for 1 5 /- ) .  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copie. for 6 / - ) .
O btain able  on ly  p o e t fre e  fr o m  Rev.' E. S . POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V lo a r a fe , n ear D aventry.

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
Eat. 1 8 2 0 Tel. 3 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell Ropea n ow , b e fo r e  p H oea in o re a se , 
p r e -w a r  q u a lity , and sand u s y o u r  o ld  Bell Ropoa  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst l o t  in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T 8  A N D  B B L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly lod eU ed  BELL IKKSTAKD a  in Solid W l w

Diameter 2}in 2JIn, 8}ia. 3iin, 4in. 4}in. Mn. 5iln. 
Prioe 1 8/S says 2 8 /8  S 3 /8  4 2 / .  8 2 /8  S 7 /8  78/8

The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E . R U S S E L L  and Optioi&n
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SM IT H  o f  DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of m any famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

John S m ith  & S o n s, M idland C lock  W orK s, 
D erby, Ltd.

H ead OflRoe and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 8 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Gtuld- 
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildings, London, E.C.4.
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OUR CORRESPONDENTS.
One of the most encouraging features in these sombre 

days, when ringers must forgo all active participation in 
their beloved art, is the interest so many of them have 
taken in what we may call side issues. This interest is 
shown by the letters we have received from all sorts of 
people dealing with such things as ball bearings, death 
knells, the speed of ringing, minor fives and the rest. 
In normal times we should probably look on these and 
similar topics as quite interesting subjects to chat about 
when ringers forgather at their meeting places, but 
hardly of any importance in the real life and activities of 
the Exercise; but they remind us how very varied are the 
interests which are more or less closely connected with 
the belfry, and how very diverse are the attractions bells 
present to different people. .

To some, method ringing and peal ringing are the 
great attractions; to othetis, composition and the science 
of ringing are all absorbing. Archaeology and history 
attract some; and to yet others, the social life is the one 
thing which makes the whole worth while. To most of 
us perhaps these things appeal in varying degree, though 
we stre$s some and neglect the others.

In these dark days the life of the Exercise is largely 
at a standstill; but we have faith, and we look forward 
to the time (not, we hope, so very far distant) when we can 
resume our activities. But we shall not be able to do 
so if we simply sit still and wait. When the war is over 

•there will be a new world, with new thoughts, new out­
looks, and new interests. A cataclysm like this brings 
more fundamental changes than fifty normal years of 
peace. W e found that out twenty-five years ago. Many 
things will pass away or be radically altered. Is there no 
risk that change ringing will be one of them? W e hope 
not. W e  believe not. But we must do more than just 
hope; we must keep alive .our own interest in the art and 
that of others. And to do so, we must use and foster all 
or any of the varied interests that centre round the belfry.

W e  may not ring the church bells, some of us cannot 
ring handbells, but there are many other things in which 
we can take an interest. Some perhaps are not of any 
great importance in themselves, but they will, at any 
rate serve to bridge the gap between the times that were 
and the times that will be.

Other things there are which are, and always will be, 
of vital importance to the Exercise, and chief of them 
the questions of composition and method construction. 
Many ringers look on these subjects as being bevond 
them, and calling for too great a mental effort to under­
stand. Yet the effort is worth making if only to gain a 

(Continued on page 98.)
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rough outline of the science of ringing. The man who 
Dow learns something about the way Cambridge is con­
structed, and why Middleton’s peal is the only true com­
position in the method, will derive a lot more pleasure 
from ringing it in the happier days to come.

For . these reasons we invite those of our readers who 
have opinions oil any subject in any way connected with 
bells or ringing, to air them in our correspondence 
columns. Whether they be about composition, or 
methods, or bell hanging, or archaeology, or organisa­
tion, or bob calling, or practical ringing, or any other 
thing, it does not much matter. Such opinions will not 
always be sound, but so long as they give readers some­
thing to think about (if it is only; to disagree) they will 
do good.

Our thanks gre due to those men who have already 
written to us. Some of them are men well known to all 
ringers (though they often prefer to be anonymous); 
others are comparatively new comers, but all alike are 
welcome.

THE HIGHCLIFFE SOCIETY.
A NEW ORGANISATION FOR HANDBELL RINGING.

A year ago, on February 19th, 1940, some Swindon enthusiasts 
started meeting together for handbell practice, and they Have marked 
the anniversary of their first practice by forming themselves into a 
society, to be known as the Highcliffe Society, primarily for the 
pursuit of change ringing.

An inaugural meeting was held at headquarters, and during the 
course of it the founder presented a report on the activities of the 
first year. He traced the birth and -growth of the society from the 
Doubles and Minor stage, which was reached at the end of four 
months’ practice, to the Spliced Surprise Major, which they were now 
practising. The present membership stood at four fully qualified 
members, but four others who had not yet qualified for admission— 
the ringing of an ‘ inside pair ’ to Major—were making good progress 
at a probationers’ class.

At that class recruits, whose ages ranged from 7 to 17 years of 
age, were being trained by one of the society’s members, who is 
fresh enough to the art to remember his own early difficulties; and 
a system of teaching was employed having many novel features, and 
which had been evolved in the light of experience gained by the 
seniors during their own preliminary stages. •

Of the four who were now practising Surprise Major, two were 
youths of 13 and 16 years of age, and neither had done any ringing, 
either in the tower or in hand, a year ago.

The report further mentioned visits made to Christ Church, Swindon, 
where combined efforts have produced some enjoyable ringing to 
Caters, Royal and Cinques.

One peal had been accomplished during the year, a peal of Grand­
sire Doubles rung after three months’ practice as an ‘ appetite wetter.’ 
Further ‘ tests of endurance ’ might be forthcoming in the future, but 
whatever peals or methods were rung, the report concluded, was of 
secondary importance. What really mattered was that the Highcliffe 
Society might be no flash in the pan, but that it might eontinue from 
year to year, and increase from strength to strength as the years 
.went by.

After the meeting a ‘ dinner ’ was held, and in the speeches which, 
followed, * continuity of the society ’ was the hope expressed by more 
than on* speaker. The proposer of the ' toast ‘ Church and State * 
pointed out that the jjublic not only looked forward to, but expected 
the church bells to ring at all times of national joy or sorrow, and 
he regretted that the present ban on ringing did not allow of our 
bells being pealed for recent victories against the enemy.

The next toast was ‘ Prosperity and long life to the new society. 
The speaker said he had watched the growth of the society during 
the last year under the careful and painstaking leadership of their 
founder, .and although perforce he would soon have to leave them 
for other work, he hoped the society would continue to thrive for 
many years to come.

One more toast was drunk, and it was to ‘ The Allies.’ Some good 
had come out of this war, declared the* proposer, for if it had not 
Been for the ban on tower-bell ringing, he, for one, would not have 
been so interested in handbells. He hoped the society would make a 
name for itself, and to that end he personally would have liked to 
have seen the qualification for membership raised higher; however, 
he thought they would all look back in years to come to that evening 
as a memorable occasion. *

The rest o f the evening was spent in fun and games, handbells, 
just for once, being taboo.
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THE CAMBRIDGE YOUTHS.
A RECORD PEAL OF M AXIM US.

B y J. A r m ig e r  T r o l l o p e .
(Continued frgm page 89.)

It was two and a half years before the next peal was 
rung at St. Mary’s. The method was Bob Royal* and 
Charles Day was again the conductor, ringing the tenor. 
All the band had taken part in the previous peal except

G R E A T  ST.  M A R Y ’S, C A M B R I D G E .

a formal member of the society, rang the eighth, John 
Banyard, an ironmonger, rang the tenor, and John Bow- 
tell, the bookseller, at the sixth, appears for the first time 
as a peal ringer. He had joined the society on October 
2 1 st, 1773.

Bo*vtell was something more than a prosperous trades­
man and a skilful ringer. He had literary tastes which 
had led him to collect manuscripts, and he afterwards 
left them to the library of Downing College. They in­
clude Dr. Mason’s papers, and thus some valuable in­
formation about early compositions has been preserved to 
us. There is also the only extant copy of the broadsheet 
on which John Holt’s peals of Grandsire Triples were 
first published. John Bowtell was a benefactor to the 
town «f Cambridge and built one of the wings of Adden- 
brooke’s Hospital. A portrait of him hangs in the hos­
pital board room. He was at one time Mayor.

In the May of 1774, John Sanders and John Hazzard 
paid a visit to Oxford and took part with the local men 
in .a peal of Grandsire Caters at Magdalen College. In 
the following month the same two, with John Incarsole 
and William Young, went to Saffron Walden and as­
sisted the local men to ring a peal of Bob Major. The 
local band had rung Grandsire Triples on the previous 
day. Sanders in 1778 stood in a peal of Bob Major rung 
by the Norwich Scholars at St. Michael’s, Coslany, in 
that city. _ •

The next peal at Great St. Mary’s was 5,404 changes 
of Bob Major on March 14th, 1779. Sanders called 
this from the tenor.

The best performance by the Cambridge Youths was
on January 21st, 1788, 
when they rang what! 
they termed an ‘ exqui­
site ’ peal of Bob Maxi­
mus consisting of 6,600 
changes, in 5 hours and 
5 minutes. Charles Day 
conducted from the 9th, 
William Young rang the 
10th, Hazzard the nth, 
and Bowtell the tenor. 
The . fifth man was 
Thomas Steers, who is 
described as ‘ an in­
genious mathematician. ’ 
John Sanders did not 
ring, and in August, 
1790, he died. He was 
about forty years old. 
His last peal was one of 
Bob Major in 1781, 
when the Cambridge 
Youths went to Ely to 
open a new ring of eight 
which Arnold of St.

the ringer of the second, John Hazzard. He was an inn­
keeper and a member of the Cambridge Town Council. 
He became one of the most prominent of the Cambridge 
Youths.

In the next year, 1774, on November 10th, the society 
rang a peal of 5,130 Grandsire Caters. Day did not 
stand in this, and the bobs were called by William Young. 
Daniel Green, of Clare College, who apparently was not

Neot’s had cast for St. Mary’s Church.
The peal of Maximus at Great St. Mary’s still stands 

as the longest length in the method, and is likely to stand 
for many years. The performance, which supplanted the 
6,336 rung by the ‘ old ’ Society of London Youths at 
St. Saviour’s, Southwark, in 1758, was the third, peal of 
Maximus achieved outside London. The Norwich

(Continued on next page.)
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THE BELLS OF ST. CLEMENT DANES.
REMOVED TO A PLACE OF SAFETY.

A good deal of interest is being taken by the public in the bells of 
St. Clement Danes, and several newspapers have commented on the 
proposal to remove them to a place of safety for the duration of the 
war. A cutting from one paper has been sent us showing a photo­
graph of two or three of them actually lowered to the base of the 
steeple

‘ The Times * prints the following :—
It is generally known that the Church of St. Clement Danes in 

the Strand has twice received direct damage from German bombs. 
On three other occasions it has received the blast of bombs falling 
near, and on another night a fire bomb fell on the roof, but was 
put out.

But the famous old bells that figure in the nursery rhyme—‘ Oranges 
and lemons, say the bells of St. Clement’s ’—are undamaged. It has 
now been decided to safeguard the bells by lowering them and bury­
ing them in sand.

To protect them in this way and later restore them £200 will be 
needea; and as there are no funds for the purpose an appeal is made 
by the Rector (the Rev. W. Pennington Bickford) and the church­
wardens. Contributions will be gratefully received by them; or may 
be paid into Lloyds Bank, 222, Strand, W.C.2.

St. Clement Danes, designed by Wren, w,as built in 1681 on the site 
of a much earlier church, traditionally believed to be the burial place 
of flarold Harefoot and other Danes. The tower which houses the 
old peal of bells was added in 1719 by James Gibbs, the architect of 
the other island church not many yards away—St. Mary-1 e-Strand.

When the bells were restored in 1919 the tune of the nursery rhyme 
was added to the carillon. From that time till the war began a 
children’s service was held at the church at the end of March each 
year, and Danish children living in London observed a pretty custom 
of distributing oranges and lemons among the young congregation as 
they left. During the war the bells are perforce silent, as are all 
the other church bells in the country.

* The Church Times * says very much the same things.
T H E  C A M B R I D G E  Y O U T H S —continued from  previous page. 
Scholars had rung 6,240 changes of Oxford Treble Bob 
in 1778, and the Birmingham men 5,280 changes of Plain 
Bob in 1779.

The Cambridge peal was claimed to have been excel­
lently well struck and ‘ without a false change.’ A 
reference to it in the peal book of the Union Society of 
Newport, Isle of Wight (now in the British Museum), 
says that ‘ the compass of the last 1,000 changes was 
equal to the first, there being no variation of time, which 
is the grand scope of ringing.’

Another man, Peter Spenceley, now came forward and 
took the lead. He was an engineer by trade and had 
joined the society in March, 1783. With him as conduc­
tor, three peals were rung—-6,000 changes of Oxford 
Treble Bob in 1790, 7,002 changes of Grandsire Caters 
in 1791, and 5,039 changes of the same method in 1793. 
Day rang the sixth and Bowtell the tenor to both the long 
peals; Hazzard rang in all three.

The last peal by the society in the eighteenth century 
was on June 2nd, 1797, when James Bartlett, of Ken­
sington, called Holt’s Original on the back eight. Spence­
ley rang the seventh, and John Hazzard the tenor. After 
that the art declined 'in Cambridge, though, of course, 
the large amount of paid ringing was sufficient to keep 
together a band of some sort. Incarsole died in 1777, 
Young in 1761, Laughton in 1804, Charles Day in 1806, 
Spenceley in 1807, Hazzard in '1807, and Bowtell in 1813. 
The last had resigned from the cornpany in 18ip. They 
left no successors of the same class as themselves, and 
when, in 1821, Samuel. Lee was writing to Samuel Law­
rence to invite him to visit Cambridge, he says, ‘ You 
will find a good peal of bells here. The ringers are very 
far inferior to your Birmingham friends. They ring Bob 
Royal, Treble Ten, and Caters, but rather in an inferior 
style.’ It is significant that Lee speaks of the bells as 
being ten in number. Evidently in his time the full 
twelve were seldom or never rung, nor have they often 
been since.

COVENTRY CATHEDRAL.
MIGHT HAVE BEEN SAVED BY FERE GUARDS.

At tremendous cost the lesson-is being learnt that our churches with 
their steeples and bells can largely be protected from incendi&ry 
bombs if they have organised $re watchers. That alone saved St. 
Paul’s Cathedral on that fateful Sunday night last December.

A representative of ‘ The Daily Telegraph,* in the course of a 
description of a recent visit to Coventry, writes of the Cathedral as 
follows:—

The tower and spire, among the loveliest in Europe, still soar 294ft. 
skyward, and even the blackened walls have such grace of line that 
it was with a little pang I  learned they will have to be levelled to 
the ground.

The sad thing is that, given a few more fire-fighters and a little, 
more luck, the Cathedral might have been saved. The Provost, the 
Very Rev. R. T. Howard, and three volunteers risked death from 
high explosives. They climbed dizzy heights to put out incendiaries, 
and for an hour they held their own.

Then bombs crashed through the leaden roof on to the dry oak 
roof beneath. It took more skill and strength than the elderly and 
exhausted men possessed to hack away the lead and get at them, 
and when four bombs fell together they knew that they were beaten.

The fine Perpendicular parish church of Holy Trinity still stands, 
saved by the Vicar’s fire squads.

U N C O M M O N  R I N G E R S ’ N A M E S .
WHERE DID THEY COME FROM?

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Looking through recent copies of ‘ The Ringing World ’ 

I noticed the names of the ringers who took part in peals during- 
the 18th and 19th centuries. Some of them are very uncommon.

I have consulted the London Telephone Directory, as the B.B.C. did 
in a recent parlour game, and failed to find the following: Atber, 
Bartell, Garthon, Ibbot, Inville, Melchoir, Merryarts, Mot, Sonneville 
and Trenell.

Is it too much to ask your correspondents to trace the descendants 
of the above, if there happen to be any?

In those bygone days, when few people could read or write, perhaps 
nost men had nicknames, and if they had sons they may have 
had nicknames also, thus losing connection with the ‘ family tree.*

Probably those. who were slightly educated spelt the name 
phonetically, which would be pronounced differently m various parts 
of the country. For instance, Garthon was spelt Catharan in Lin­
colnshire when a peal of Triples was rung.

G. E. SYMONDS.
57, Mornington Avenue, Ipswich.

S I L E N T  A P P A R A T U S .
WANTED, AN EXPERIMENT.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I have no doubt that most of your readers when they 

read the letter from Mr. C. Chambers, o f South Africa, about putting 
an electric mechanism in each tower, to act as a silent apparatus, 
thought as I did at first, that it was not practicable under present 

/conditions. Of course, it could be done, but the apparatus would 
have to be elaborate and costly and there is no chance of getting it 
made.

But I have been wondering whether it would not be worth while 
for some of our young and clever members to try and experiment to 
see if they could not do something. Nothing really good could be done, 
but something like an electric bell in the ringing room with an 
apparatus by which the bell above could push the switch might be 
possible.

If our young friend wants to experiment he must first get hold of 
an ordinary electric bell, as good as he can get, but any one will do 
for an experiment. Then he must take away the gong and fix in its 
place a handbell. It would require special fixing and be capable of 
adjustment, but that would not be difficult. Wires would connect 
the electric bell in the ringing chamber to the bell above, and the 
switch would have to be operated by some stud on the wheel. That 
is where the inventor’s ingenuity would come in. The switch could 
not be of the ordinary press stud type, but would have to be made 
by a rubbing contact. Also the stud on the wheel would not itself 
form the electric contact, but must act so as to bring together two 
pieces of spring brass or bronze. In theory that should not be 
difficult, but the switch must operate only when the wheel passes 
one way and there must be two switches, one for handstroke and the 
other for backstroke. Perhaps something like the gadget used in the 
Hastings stay might serve the purpose.

Once the switch is invented, the problem of placing it so that the 
bell strikes at the. proper time would be a simple one.

All the preliminary and really difficult experiments could be made 
at home. If the apparatus were successful it might not be a very 
good substitute for the actual sound of the bell, but the problem is 
an interesting one and both in cost and difficulty should be well within 
the capacity of any clever young man who knows a little about 
electricity and knows how to use his brains and his fingers.

M. CLARKE.
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A R E  R I N G E R S  A P A T H E T I C ?
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—After serving several months in the Forces, I am.home 
on leave and have just looked through a few copies of ,* The Ringing 
World.’

I must confess I am disappointed to note the apathy which exists 
in the Exercise, and I can only foresee our art sinking into the deepest 
of depths by tl?e time the war has ended.

What amazes me is the fact that the ban has really very little to 
do with the activities of ringers, and it only prohibits the sound of 
the bells. Actually, at this time, there is a  glorious opportunity for 
the building up of our art, and I am at a total loss to know why 
the Exercise has failed to take the opportunity.

Now why cannot all the tower captains and secretaries either remove 
the clappers or tie them up securely and carry on as if there were 
no ban at all. How this can best be done is for each steeplekeeper 
to find out, but it call- be done if there is the will behind it.

The ringers would return to the towers and to the meetings in 
order to enjoy this novel method of ringing.

Here, as I see them, are opportunities that can be taken advantage 
of if the clappers are tied or removed : To train beginners; to learn 
to ring two bells; to encourage and improve rope-sight; to practise 
the higher methods; to gain experience of bell control on all numbers 
and weights; to prevent stagnation, by continual practice; to keep 
the hands and body muscles in trim; to keep the bearings and other 
fittings in proper working order.

Those who desire to ring ‘ silent * peals should be encouraged to do 
so and the records of such peals should count as before.

I feel sure things would soon liven up if the ringers were able to 
get behind the ropes once again.

I have duly read the letters on bearings and am disappointed to 
note that interes't faded before the question in the original letter was 
properly answered. Perhaps this is another case of apathy, and in 
years to coiiie we shall be ringing on bells that are pulling us, and 
not as hitherto, with us pulling the bells.

I, for one, do not derive pleasure in the speed the bells are rung. 
Most of us can ring slow, moderate or fast as the occasion or fancy 
demands. But, like thousands of others, I get great pleasure from 
ringing a bell, great or small, which responds to that extra ounce 
when required and will rise or fall always at will, rather than a bell 
which wants to swing at one regulated speed, and which, if it turns 
over the dead centre a fraction of an inch, wants to run away like 
mad and pull you through the ceiling.

Ball bearings are all right for perpetual motion and sometimes 
serve the purpose on a few bells, but for general use give us plain 
bearings. * NUMSKULL.*

T R E B L E  B OB.
MR. C. W. WOOLLEY REPLIES TO CRITICISM.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Your correspondent who signs himself * A Country 

Ringer * would do well to read letters from others more carefully 
before he ventures on criticism. He thinks that what I said about 
Treble Bob should be contradicted. If he will look again he will see 
that I mentioned Treble Bob twice only. The first time was to remark 
that many ringers could not have heard contiguous places (meaning, 
of course, those made by a pair of working bells during the ordinary 
work of the method) made in any other method.

Since such places dp not occur in any standard method except Kent 
and Oxford Treble Bob, this statement cannot *be denied. The second 
time was to say that Treble Bob possessed one redeeming feature. 
I f  he denies even this he is welcome* to his opinion, but I still think 
that the lengthening lead is a point in favour of any method, giving 
as it does various obvious advantages which I need not go into.

If what he really means is that Treble Bob possesses other redeem­
ing features, apart from those it enjoys by reason of being a method 
on the lengthening lead plan, I shall be interested to have his con­
sidered opinion as to what exactly they are.

Further, if he will ..read my letter with more care he will discover 
that nowhere in it did I  say anything which might be taken as an 
expression of opinion on the merits of Cambridge Surprise, so he has 
absolutely no grounds for saying that I  seem to think so much of. it.

Finally, I would point out that he makes all his assertions as though 
they were statements of fact, whereas they are really no more than 
expressions of his own opinion. Such expressions might be of some 
value if he were to sign his name. There are many ‘ Country Ringers ' 
—1 am one myself. -  C. W. WOOLLEY.

HUGHENDEN.—On Saturday, February 15th, 720 of Plain Bob 
Minor : H. Wingrove (conductor) 1-2, Miss D. R. Fletcher 3-4, W. Lee 
5-6. The first 720 * in hand ’ by all the band. Rung as a birthday 
compliment to Mrs. W. Fletcher, of 11, Aylesbury End, Beaconsfield.

Jut™  ‘ COLLEGE YO U TH S’
A  H istory  of the Society1;

S/6 ( post free) from
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THE EDITOR.
Mr. J. S. Goldsmith wishes us to convey his thanks to 

the many friends who have expressed their sympathy 
with him in his present illness.

The latest report is that his condition is quite satisfac­
tory. He is being prepared for the major operation 
which will be performed in a few days’ time.

A N  A P P R E C I A T I O N .
FROM THE ST. MARY-LE-TOWER SOCIETY, IPSWICH.

To the Editor. /  >
Dear Sir,—At handbell practice this morning the members of the 

St. Mary-le-Tower Society were greatly concerned and sorry to learn 
that the Editor, Mr. John S. Goldsmith, was unwell and had under­
gone a slight operation, with a major one to follow. They instructed 
me, as secretary, to write this letter of sympathy with him and trust 
that in due time he may be restored to good health.

Mr. Goldsmith honoured St. Mary-le-Tower Church steeple with a 
personal visit when a new peal board, containing the first peals of 
Surprise Maximus in five different methods, was unveiled.

We. all agree that great credit is due to Mr. Goldsmith and his 
contributors for the excellent manner ‘ The Ringing World ’ has been 
kept so very interesting, aad we Axtend our heartiest congratulations

G. T. SYMONDS, Hon. Sec.
57, Mornirgton Avenue, Ipswich.

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
4 6  c w t . O qp. S lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for ,

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

HANDBELLS
in sets of any number. 

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
We regret to hear that Mr. W. E. White, of Cotgrave, who for so 

many years held office in the Midland Counties Association, has been 
confined to his bedroom.for the past six or seven weeks with heart 
trouble. We wish him a speedy recovery. Mr. White tells us that 
he is resigning the treasurership of the association at Easter.

In spits of the difficulties of travel, black-out and the calling up 
of members to the Forces, the ‘ stalwarts * of the Hughenden ana 
Beaconsfield bands hold joint practices at Beaconsfield on Fridays at
7.30 and at Hughenden on Saturdays at 4 p.m. All ringers are wel­
comed to these practices. The band had a setback when Roily Biggs 

.was called up, but they are glad, that their loss is Readings gain, 
and would like to congratulate that band on their recent performances.

The Cathedral Church of St. Saviour, Southwark, so well known 
and so famous in the history of change ringing, was injured in a 
recent air raid. Happily the damage was not great.

Grandsire Major is nowadays considered to be an * irregular * 
method, and its practice has been formally discouraged by the Central 
Council, but it has had from time to time a fascination for some 
good bands. On February 25th, 1889, John Carter called 10,272 
changes at Rowley Regis. It remains the record peal in the method., 
and superseded one of 10,176 changes on handbells called by John 
Carter in 1883.

The Cumberland Youths rang 6,129 changes of Stedman Caters at 
Shoreditch on February 26th, 1805. It stood as the record in the 
method for nearly forty years.

A peal of Bob Royal was rung at Abingdon on ' handbells on 
February 26th, 1777. If it was on bells * retained in hand ’ it would 
rank as the first handbell peal in any method, but the account is 
doubtful.

John Briant. bell founder and clock maker,- of Hertford, died on 
February 27th, 1829.

Several interesting anniversaries fall on to-day’s date. Henry 
Johnson was born on February 28th, 1809, and Edwin Horrex in 1838. 

Jn  1801 John Noonan called at Spitalfields the second peal of Double 
Norwich Court Bob Royal ever run^. In 1881 the Birmingham men 
rang 9,238 changes of Stedman Cinques, the then longest in the 
method.

The late Thomas T. Gofton, of Whitley Bay, who a few years ago 
was one of the leading ringers in the North of England, rang his 
first peal as conductor (one of Bob Major) at St. John’s, Newcastle, 
50 years ago to-day. He was then a lad of 18 years.

On March 1st, 1889, the band at Warnham rang 13.440 changes of 
Canterbury Pleasure Major. In those days peals could be rung at 
Warnham at any hour and every hour of day or, night.

Fifty years ago to-day nine peals were rung. They consisted of 
Grandsire Triples 2, Bob Major 1, Kent Treble Bob Major 3, Royal 1, 
Double Norwich Court Bob Major 1, Minor in five methods 1.

Next Mondav is the fiftieth anniversary of a peal of Stedman 
Cinques rung by the College Youths at St. Giles’ , Cripplegate. It 
was conducted by James Pettit and was the first in the method by 
Mr. Henry R. Newton and the late William T. Cockerill, who rang 
the eleventh.
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THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
ANNUAL MEETING AT LEEDS.

The annual general meeting of the Yorkshire Association was held 
at the Leeds and County Conservative Club, South Parade, Leeds, on 
Saturday, January 25th, when upwards of fifty members were present.

Canon C. C. .Marshall, president of the association, was in the 
chair and was supported by the general secretary, Mr. L. W. G. 
Morris, the treasurer, Mr. S. F. Palmer and the peal secretary, Mr. 
W. Barton. Apologies for absence were read from Messrs. G. Lewis, 
F. W. Dale, R. B. Smith, J. H. Blakiston and W. Ambler.

After a long discussion on the place and date of the next meeting, 
in which the uncertainties and difficulties of the times were thoroughly 
debated, Mr. P. J. Johnson moved'-that no further general meeting 
be arranged until the next annual general meeting in 1942. This was 
seconded by Mr. F. G. Sherwood and carried.

The hon. treasurer, Mr. S. F. Palmer, then presented the balance 
sheet. He pointed out that on balance the position was very satis­
factory, having regard to the times. Although a loss for the year of 
£10 17s. was shown, it was 
largely due to expenditure 
that was not likely to recur, 
namely, £13 19s. 6d. the cost 
of the president’s badge and 
case, and £7 3s. 11a. for 

■ officers’ attache cases. He 
had estimated the cost of the 

| reports at £35, whereas he 
was agreeably surprised to 
find that the actual cost was 

•little more than £25. Taking 
these items into account, the 
loss of £10 17s. was arrived 
at, but exclusive of them a 
gain of £20 6s. 5d. would 
have resulted. Mr. W. O.
Talbot, representing the 
auditors, proposed the adop­
tion of the balance sheet, re­
marking that it had been a 
pleasure to audit the ac­
counts. This was seconded 
by Mr. T. W. Strangeway 
and carried. A hearty vote 
of thanks to the auditors for 
their services was carried 

. unanimously.
In presenting the annual 

report, the President pointed
out that it was very necessarily a war-time report; many institutions 
and activities having suffered owing to restrictions placed upon them, 
but none probably more so than the art and exercise of bellringing. 
At several of its meetings the committee had considered the ban on 
the ringing of church bells, and, as representing the ringers of York­
shire, urg^d upon the authorities the careful consideration of whether 
it woujd not be possible partially to lift the ban, so that service ring­
ing for at any rate Sunday morning services should be allowed. Such 
a concession would be welcomed not only by ringers, but by the 
people of our land, and would in addition prevent the frames, bear­
ings. etc., from falling into disrepair from continued disuse.

Other things had to be taken into consideration, especially the 
danger which would arise from the use of a part of our churches for 
military purposes, and the committee would do all in its power to 
bring about some modification of the ban consonant with the safety 
of the Realm.

THE LIFE OF THE ASSOCIATION MAINTAINED.
With regard to membership, it was gratifying to find that it had 

not suffered as severely as might have been anticipated, seeing that 
only seven new members had been elected during the year, and that 
both the ‘ deceased ’ list and ‘ lapsed ’ list are unusually large, 37 
having passed away and 49 lapsed. The membership now stood at 
1,206, compared with 1,285 last year.

During the year it had been possible to hold only one general 
meeting, namely, the annual general meeting at Hunslet Parish 
Church in January, when very cold wpather and the difficulty of 
travelling prevented a large attendance.

Reports from the districts showed that it had been, been possible to 
hold a certain number of meetings throughout the county, and it was 
gratifying to note that the life o f the association was being main­
tained in these difficult times. * The district secretaries are to be 
congratulated upon the manful way they have set themselves to 
overcome the difficulties.

The peal secretary’s report showed that 13 peals were rung during 
the year, eight on tower bells and five on handbells. There were six 
instances of a first peal in a particular method, including instances 
where members had rung peals previously in the same method, but

• not on the same number of bells. Three members rang their first 
peal on handbells. It was disappointing to note the small number 
of handbell peals, especially as the ban had now put a stop to tower- 
bell peals, and the committee hoped to see an increase in the number 
during the next year.

(Continued in next column.)

BALL BEARINGS AND PLAIN BEARINGS.
A COMPARISON.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I have been looking for an answer to Mr. Warrington's 

query, in your issue of January 17th, re preference of ringers for 
plain bearings, and, as no one better has volunteered, I will endeavour 
to do so.

My contention is that in plain bearings the seat of friction is 
smaller and concentrated, thereby giving you a definite point of 
balance. Ball bearings are alive or fluid, and the ringer has to hold 
the bell farther back, especially in ringing of a slow speed, to make 
sure of control. My experience is that ringing bells, either light or 
lieavv, with ball bearings is infinitely more tiring than with plain 
bearings. It is not so bad if ringing is fast (and regular), but in 
slow ringing (especially if with a long draught) plain bearings are 
to be preferred every time, all other things being equal.

Of course, plain bearings require conscientious care and attention, 
whilst ball bearings only require attention at long intervals, hence 
some steeplekeepers advocate the latter when rehanging is con­
templated. ‘ INTERESTED/

A BELL RINGING CHALLENGE.
NORWICH VERSUS EYE.

Mr. C. E. Borrett sends us another most interesting quotation from 
the early ‘ Norwich Gazette.’ The date is September 27th, 1729. 
Readers of our recent articles on the Norwich Scholars and the first 
peals of Stedman Triples will remember the names of most of the 
ringers mentioned.

4 Whereas the Ringers of Eye deny that they ever challeng’d us to 
ring, yet they have introduced a fresh challenge to prick from five 
to twelve, which we have never mentioned in our advertisement; 
this is therefore to let them know, that we shall not trouble ourselves 
to contend about the Art of Pricking, but we will Ring with them 
for Ten Guineas the following Number of different Peals, viz., 6 Peals 
on 5 Bells, 6 on 6 Bells, 6 on 7, and 6 on 8 Bells; they that ring best, 
and with^fewer Mistakes, to win the Money; they to chuse 3 Peals on 
each Number, and we to chuse 3, and each Company to ring all the 

: 6 Peals : And in order thereto we will meet them at Mr. Browne’s, 
j  at the White Lion in Beccles, on Monday the 6th of October, to article 

and put down the money; where we expect then to see them.—John 
Briggs, Thomas Gardiner, W'illiam Callow, Thomas Melchior. John 
Harvey, Edward Crane, Robert Crane, Richard Barnliam, Thomas 
Barrett, John Forster, John Webster, etc., etc., etc., etc.’

CANON C. C. MARSHALL. YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
OFFICERS RE-ELECTED.

(Continued from previous column.)
Actually 14 peals had been rung, but unfortunately the composition 

of one of them turned out to be false. Canon Marshall had rung 
his first handbell peal, and thus gained the distinction of being the 
first president of the association to ring a pair of handbells through 
a five thousand.

The peal rung at St. Matthew’s, Northowram, and published in 
last year’s report as ‘ Airedale Surprise Major,’ was in the same 
method as had previously been rung by the Guildford* Diocesan Guild 
as ‘ Chiltern Surprise Major.’ Therefore, ‘ Chiltern ’ should be sub­
stituted for ‘ Airedale ’ in all instances where this peal is mentioned.

In these days of curtailed ringing, the committee wished to pay 
tribute to the value of ‘ The Ringing World ’ and to the service it 
continues to give to the whole Exercise under increasingly difficult 
conditions, and strongly urged the members to give the Editor their 
practical backing by becoming subscribers, and taking a copy weekly, 
which would be found both interesting and instructive.

Mr. J. W. T. Holgate moved the adoption of the report, Mr. A. 
Gill seconded, and it was unanimously adopted. All the officers were 
cordially thanked for their work. \

The President stated that the committee recommended the re-election 
of the retiring secretary, Mr. L. W. G. Morris, and thanked him 
for his services during the past three years.

In reply, Mr. Morris said he wished to thank the members for 
their appreciation and confidence, and, like their worthy treasurer, he 
would be willing to carry on as long as he was able.

Mr. F. G. Sherwood moved and Mr. J. F. Harvey seconded the 
re-election of Mr. W. Barton as peal secretary, paying tribute to his 
skill and energy in this important work. This was carried unani­
mously, and Mr. Barton, thanking the members, said he would be 
pleased to undertake the work for another year.

Mr. George Homer, of Rothwell, Was elected a member of the 
association. A hearty vote of thanks to the president was moved by 
Mr. P. J. Johnson, who referred to the wonderful concession the 
president had been able to obtain regarding the cost of the reports. 
It was seconded by Mr. W. Barton and carried uanimously.

This concluded the business and the members then partook of an 
excellent meat tea, followed by a social evening until 8.30 p.m. Among 
the local talent that contributed were the president, Miss L. Askham, 
Mr. Kershaw Thomas and Mr. Sutcliffe. Handbell ringing was inter­
spersed and contributed to a very successful and enjoyable meeting.
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THE STANDARD METHODS
AND t h e  n e w  s u r p r i s e  b o o k .

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—There is an old tale of a woman who, when a visitor 

called, told her little daughter to take the lady into the best room. 
‘ Why, mother,’ said the child, ‘ we’ve only got one!* ‘ Well,’ said 
mother, ‘ that is the best, isn’t it ? ’ This would seem to apply, more 
or less, to those Standard methods we call ‘ Surprise.’

Take Cambridge, for example. The first peal (a false one) was rung 
in 1780, when no other Surprise method was known. Superlative ap­
peared for the first time in the ‘ Clavis ’ in 1788. The first tpeal of 
London was not rung till 1855, although it seems to have been known 
earlier. Bristol did not appear till 1897 with its first peal in 1901.

Cambridge, therefore, appears to have become a standard method 
very largely for Mother’s reason, and with all due regard to Mother, 
that hardly seems a good one. It is undoubtedly attractive, and 1 
confess that I enjoy ringing it, but nothing can make it a good 
method. Its music is poor, and if it were the merest shade more 
false, there wouldn’t be a single peal left to us without dividing the 
tenors. To make the best of a bad job, it would probably be a good 
thing if the original version were discarded altogether and Heywood’t* 
variation adopted as the orthodox form.

The method, it is true, extends perfectly, but how many bands are 
capable of taking advantage of that? This quality is of about as 
much use to the Exercise as a whole as a tall hat to a man who only 
wore it at his own wedding and died before his wife. It is virtually 
certain that there are better methods amongst the hundreds which 
will appear in the new book.

EXPERIENCE AND TRADITION.
Your article says * there is only one safe test, and that is the 

general experience and tradition of the Exercise through the centuries.’ 
I agree that experience will sift the wheat from the chaff, but it is 
often a very long process, and it is surely wise to get to work on the 
most promising material first, without wasting time on what is only 
second rate in quality. The sifting process assumes that the wheat is 
there. Given little wheat, we may sift as we like and the result is 
still poor. That was the position 50 years ago. Ringers rang what 
there was to ring, they had little or no choice. The mills of experience 
had so little grist that they could ttirn out very little good meal. 
Now, however, the harvest is so abundant that,* as in the case of 
world commerce, we are in grave danger, unless we are careful, of 
being smothered under a plethora of good things.

Ringers are perhaps, on the whole, too conservative. This is under 
certain circumstances a useful quality. At other times, as in so

* many other walks in life, it may become a danger. We live in a 
rapidly changing world, in which we have to deal with situations 
quite without precedent. The fact that those responsible for the new 
book have examined many hundreds of new methods'is only one of 
the many indications that the mental development of the race has 
taken a big step forward ;n the last half century. I am far from 
despising the value of experience and tradition. I sometimes look 
back with longing to those old quiet days, when we lads could safely 
play cricket or hockey on the public roads ; but we must not allow a 
past generation, who had not our opportunities or our problems to 
deal with, to fetter our activities or vitiate our conclusions. Just as 
in the major field of the nation, and the still larger field of the world, 
we must carefully examine our traditional ideas if we would deal 
effectively with modern problems, so in relation to our particular art 
tradition alone may fail us and conclusions based upon it. be untrue. 
To rely upon these alone would be like the case of the farmer (even 
more conservative perhaps than ringers) who refused to sow a new 
and improved strain of wheat because it was not the standard grain 
sown bv his predecessors during the centuries. He would probably 
suffer bankruptcy. Although, if we follow his example, we may 
escape such a catastrophe, we shall not be immune from loss.

ARE WE APATHETIC?
I don*£ pretend to explain why it is, but I fear too many o f us are 

not as enthusiastic as we might be. It may be due to inertia, which 
| affects us all more or less, but I wonder how many good ringers have 

been lost because their home company refused to progress. What 
should we think of the musician who, year after year, played nothing 
but the same old tunes? But too often we are content to go on 
ringing the same old methods interminably, all unconscious of the 
fact that, no matter what the art or subject may be, it can only be 
a living thing So.long as it commands our interest, end this interest 
and the satisfaction it brings with it is in direct ratio to the effect 
put forth.

It is undoubtedly true that we, in common with the world at large, 
cannot stand still; either we progress or we fall back. The three 

(Continued in next column.)

WEIGHTS OF BELLS IN A RING.
IS THERE A DEFINITE SCALE?

To the Editor.
Sir,—With reference to your article on fictitious weights of tenors,

I have no doubt most bell lovers have heard these tales. They, how­
ever, are not confined to sextons, sometimes they get into print.

I believe the Bath and Wells report of 30 years ago gave Wedmore 
tenor as 39 cwt.—about 9 cwt. too much.

More interesting, I think, is the actual weight of the next bell in 
the scale, the other ‘ tenor.’ This is to me sometimes amazing.

I have before me the article * Bell ’ in the ‘ Encyclopaedia Britannica ’ 
(12th edition), and read as follows: * It has been calculated that for 
a peal of bells to give the pure chord of the ground tone or key-note, 
third, fifth and octave, the diameters are required to be as 30, 25, 20 
and 15; and the weights as 8G, 41, 24 and 10.* The above scale gives 
the sixth in a ring of eight as forty-one eightieths of the weight of the 
tenor, and I have read elsewhere that the seventh should be two- 
thirds the weight of the tenors.

I know a fairly heavy peal, where the back three bells were cast 
in different centuries, and they run pretty true to this, but, looking 
over the weights I have jotted down from time to time, it would 
appear that founders have any amount of liberty. Mancroft tenor 
37f cwt., 11th 29 cwt., 10th 22 cwt., eleventh more than three-quarters 
the weight of tenor; Wrington, tenor 37 cwt., viinth 20 cwt. 3 qr, 10 lb., 
9-16ths weight of tenor; St. Woolos’ , Newport, eleventh three-quarters 
the weight of tenor, and I  am told that the eleventh at St. Mary 
Redcliffe is only 25 cwt. or half the weight of the tenor.

Some time ago I picked up either an engineering or metallurgical 
periodical im our local library, and saw there a  formula by which bell- 
tounders apportion the weight of a clapper to that o f the bell, the 
writer mentioning his indebtedness to a well*-known firm of bell- 
founders for this.

Could one of the bell firms (or each of them) be induced to con­
tribute an article on bell-founding, tuning, modulation and hanging 
to ‘ The Ringing World ’ ? Something really authoritative would be . 
appreciated by readers. The founders need not divulge any special 
features of their own. R. ALSOP.

Ebbw Yale. — — —
B E L L  F R A M E S .

WHICH IS THE BEST DESIGN?
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I have read Mr. G. P. Elpliick’s article with much 
interest, but I had looked forward to reading how to construct a bell 
frame with wood on a progressive plan.

In my, opinion, a bell frame should be constructed of wood cill, top 
rail and corner posts with cast-iron struts or braces. Struts made of 
wood are a failure because the splayed shoulders shrink. The wood 
can be oak or teak or other suitable wood. Each strut should have 
four 5-8th bolts at each end. No diagonal bolts are needed, neither 
are vertical ones except at the four corners. Such a frame will keep 
rigid and does not require a spanner in the summer.

One o f , the most interesting bell frames I have ever seen_was at 
St. Bride’s, Fleet Street. It was built diagonally in the tower and 
constructed of good English oak. A very fine frame indeed. I t  is a 
great pity it is no more. JAMES HUNT.

Taunton.
(Continued fjrom previous column.) 

stages in life are growth, zenith and decay, and although the indi­
vidual may not hope to escape the operation of this law, we, for­
tunately, as a national, organisation, may avoid the slippery slope of 
decadence for many years to come, provided we are prepared to make 
that effort. It is because I want us to do this, and to do it as far as 
possible as a whole, that I should like us to add to the number of 
Surprise methods we call standard.

I fully appreciate the great labour involved in the task of selection, 
and I ’m sure we are all deeply grateful to the men who have so freely 

| given their valuable and expert services to the accomplishment of 
the task so far as it has gone. There must be some gooa reason why 
one method is better than another. Trial and error is all very well 
in its way, and is no doubt necessary at times, but these are g e n e r a l ly  
in the early days of a science, and if hundreds of methods are placed 
before the Exercise without comment, not one in a hundred will stand 
a chance of a real try out.

Therefore, I  say, let them be examined with regard to the prin­
ciples well known to the experts, and some of them, at least, will 

! have a chance of being judged. From them the final choice will, no 
J  doubt, be made bv experience, and in course of time a new tradition 
I will be created. * • JAMES F. HARVEY.

Baildon, Yorks.

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM)
TOW ER CLO CK  M ANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FOR N E W  C LO C K S, C H IM E  A D D ITIO N S , REPAIRS I 
11 OR R E P A IN TIN G  O F DIALS.
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
EARLY ATTEMPTS AT RULE MAKING.

In our comparison of ringing to a journey we notice 
that often in our walks abroad we are quite ready to 
sacrifice a good deal of variety and rapidity of movement 
for the sake of comfort, and so we are in peal ringing.

■ There may not be much variety in the work of Grandsire 
or Treble Bob, but there is a real charm about ringing 
when the method makes few claims on the close attention 
of the ringer, and he can go along comfortably, putting 
his bell just where it should be put, and lulled into a 
pleasant frame of mind by the steady and familiar rhythm 
of the music.

But why, we may ask, should not Treble Bob prove 
monotonous when Forward, which is so very similar in 
its work, is intolerably monotonous? The answer is that 
the constantly varying position of the treble in coursing 
order, and the slow work, which some have thought to 
be musically a defect, do really give just that amount of 
variety and relief from sameness which both the music 
and the work require. ,This is a point worth considering.

Ttfe more complex methods consist usually, in addition 
to ordinary hunting and dodging, of groups of work, 
each of which is treated as a whole. Such, for instance, 
are the Slow Work of Stedman, the Front Work of 
Bristol, the Cambridge Places, and so on. For reasons 
which are not easy to explain, some of these works ap-

• peal to ringers and some do not. A band we are ac­
quainted with once rang a peal of Little Albion Major. 
In it successive handstroke places have to be made at 
3rds, 4ths, 5ths and 6ths. There is nothing difficult 
about it, but the band were unanimous that it utterly 
spoilt the method. Also William Pye’s band, previously 
mentioned, all agreed that the 5-6 places in New Gloucester 
were the most awkward thing (not by any means the 
most difficult thing) in their Spliced Surprise Major peals.

These things are of the greatest importance in decid­
in g  whether a method is a worthy candidate for the 
standard group, but how they can be judged except in 
actual practice, we do not know.

There is the equivalent of good companionship in peal 
ringing. When you are ringing a tenor you would much 
rather meet the seventh or the sixth in 1-2 and 7-8 than 
you would the second or the third; and when you do 
meet the seventh, you want him to be friendly and not 
strike you the wrong way. It is nicet too, when you are 
ringing any bell, to meet your course bell and your after 
bell at stated places, and to pass the time of day as you 
go on your journey.

There remains the last quality, that of difficulty. One 
of the greatest incentives to peal ringing is the urge to 
do something which both the ringer himself and other 
people recognise as very difficult, and which, as we say,
‘ will take a bit of doing.’ It is one of the great univer­
sal motives which impel men to action. For no other 
reason do they try to climb Mount Everest or to reach 
the Poles.

The result is that some methods are-hjghly rated just 
because they are difficult, and for no other reason. To 
get difficulty, ringers are quite content to forgo many 
other qualities they value and, indeed, it is a general law 
that difficulty can be obtained only by the sacrifice of 
some desirable things.

What constitutes difficulty we may perhaps see fairly 
clearly when we come to deal with individual methods.

This general survey of method ringing as it appears to 
the individual ringer shows us that the qualities which 
appeal to him are not only very varied but are often con­
tradictory to each other, and we are warned at the out­
set that there is no one standajjd to decide the goodness 
of methods. All we can look for are varying compro­
mises between different standards.

Ever since the art has been practised, we may be sure 
that ringers have been forming and expressing opinions 
about what are the best methods, and what qualities are 
necessary in a good method, and our views to-day are 
very largely made up of those opinions come down to us 
in the form of tradition.

But it was not until about fifty years ago that any at­
tempt was made to draw up definite and precise rules 
on the matter. There was at that time a little group of 
very clever men who set themselves the task of reducing 
to order what they, thought was the confused and un­
satisfactory state in which the art and science of ringing 
had grown up. Rules were to be drawn up to settle 
every question which might arise, whether it was in con­
nection with peal ringing, or what bobs and singles might 
be used, or- what meaning should be given to technical 
terms, or any other, similar thing; and naturally these 
men sought to decide what should be considered a good 
method.

The most prominent and influential of them were 
Arthur Heywood and Henry Earle Bu'lwer. C. D. P. 
Davies also was very active.

Heywood gave a good deal of attention to method con­
struction, and as early as the year 1886 he published 
articles on the subject. In 1899 Bulwer brought the mat­
ter before the Central Council, and laid down two or three 
propositions which he said might be adopted as guides in 
estimating a method. It is safe to assume that he was 
expressing not only his own views but Heywood’s as 
well. ~~

These are his conditions. First, in methods for any 
number of bells it is essential that they should run true 
for the whole possible extent of the changes on numbers 
below eight, and above eight to such an extent as will 
render at least 5,000 true changes possible. Secondly, 
that methods should lend themselves to composition of 
extents without necessitating the use of other than legiti­
mate calls, according to the decision of the Council. 
Thirdly, Triples, Caters and Cinques should be produced 
by continuous triple, quadruple and quintuple changes. 
Fourthly, as a corollary of the last proposition, no bell 
should strike more than two consecutive blows in one 
place. Fifthly, that a method should be at least decently 
musical in its ordinary working, a provision which is 
lamentably transgressed by the undue separation of the 
heavy bells.

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. 'Phone 203.

D A V I D  M A X O N .  ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM
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LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
MEETING AT LIVERSEDGE.

Ths February meeting of the Leeds and District Society was held 
at Liversedge last Saturday.

Handbells were rung before and after the business meeting, which 
was held in the Old Oak Inn, owing to the church rooms being other­
wise engaged.

The president was in the chair and members were present from 
Armley, Bradford Cathedral, %Ieadingley (St. Michael’s), Shipley and 
the local company. One new member, Mr. G. Bardon, of Liversedge, 
was elected. The vote of thanks to the local company was proposed 
by Mr. P. J. Johnson and seconded by Mr. T. B. Kendall.

Mr. Johnson said that Liversedge was well known for its ringing 
and striking and he hoped that the present company would stick 
together and not be discouraged because they were not able to ling 
their tower bells, but by seeing it through would be ready for the 
time when the ban on ringing is lifted.

The President, in putting the vote of thanks to the meeting, said 
he would like to remind those members who had not been to the 
meetings lately that pleasure and happy friends were still to be found 
at our ringers’ meetings.

Mr. Fred Hodgson acknowledged the vote of thanks.
The next meeting, which will be the annual nomination meeting, 

will be held at Bramley on March 29th.

DEATH OF MR, H. C. MARTIN.
PARISH CLERK OF HIGHAM FERRERS.

The death is announced of Mr. H. C. Martin, of Higham Ferrers, 
who recently passed away at his home at the age of 76.

Mr. Martin was a founder member of the Raunds, Wellingborough 
and District Association, which was the forerunner, of the Central 
Northants Association and the Peterborough Diocesan Guild. For 
nearly 60 years he had been a keen ringer, and had taken part in 
over one hundred peals. For long he was a member of the committee 
o f Wellingborough District of the Diocesan Guild.

In 1919 he was appointed parish clerk, and for 30 years he served 
as second officer in the local fire brigade. He had been an Oddfellow 

'for 55 years. Although he has been ill for three years, lie had only 
taken to his bed for a week.

The funeral was at Higham Ferrers on Wednesday, February 12th, 
when representatives of his many activities were pre^nt. The ringers 
present were Messrs. G. D. Deighton and Brown (Higham Ferrers), 
F. Barber (Wellingborough), W. Perkins and A. Bigley (Irthling- 
borougli), B. Morris (Warkton) and Miss E. Steele (Bedford). Among 
the beautiful floral tributes were one from his fellow ringers at 
Higham Ferrers and one from the Wellingborough Branch of the 
Peterborough Diocesan Guild.

DEATH OF MR RICHARD HICKTON.
A FOUNDATION MEMBER OF . THE M.C.A.

The death is announced of Mr. Richard Hickton, o f Sawley, who 
passed away at the age of 79 years on Tuesday, February 11th, after 
only a few days’ illness.

He had been a member of the Midland Counties Association since 
its inception in 1882 and had rung 19 peals for the society. He 
maintained his interest to the last, although of late years he had 
not been able to take any active part in the Exercise.

The funeral took place on Feb. 15th at the Church of AH Saints, 
Sawley, where he used to ring and was at one time Ringing Master. 
The service was conducted by the Rector, and Mr. Charles Hutchinson 
(organist and ringer) officiated at the organ. At the end of the 
service in church a course of Grandsire Triples was rung on handbells 
by Mr. A. Ward (Derby) and Messrs. J. Ward, Charles Chasty and 
R. Drage (Long Eaton). The coffin was borne to its last resting place 
near the west door by local ringers.

Mr. Hickton leaves two daughters and two sons, one of whom is 
Mr. R. Allen Hickton, a well-known ringer in Nottingham district.

In addition to the family mourners and the ringers mentioned 
above, the Midland Counties Association was represented by Mr. F. 
Salter (hon. secretary, Nottingham District) and Mrs. Salter, and 
Miss I. B. Thompson, who also represented Mr. W. E. White (hon. 
treasurer, Midland Counties Association).

So was laid to rest, near to the tower and bells he loved and cared 
for in life, yet another of those pioneers to whom this generation of 
ringers owe so much.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
SUCCESSFUL MEETING AT LEATHERHEAD.

The annual meeting of the Leatherhead District o f the Guildford 
Diocesan Guild was held at Leatherhead on Saturday week and proved 
a very successful affair, 23 members being present from Bagshot, Ban- 
stead, Beddington, Clandon, Croydon, Epsom, Guildford, Leatherhead 
and Lincoln.

In the absence of the Vicar, who is .still indisposed, the service in 
the Parish Church was conducted by the Rev. A. E. Chapman, who, 
in a short address, said that if the ban on ringing had done harm, it 
had at least shown how great a part the bells played in our English 
life and customs.

After a good tea, provided at the Duke’s Head, the usual business 
meeting followed, with Mr. Chapman in the chair, supported by Mr. 
J. Corbett (Guild treasurer), Mr. G. L. Grover (general secretary), 
Mr. A. Harman (Ringing Master) and officials and friends from the 
Surrey Association.

The meeting stood in silence in memory of two members whose 
deaths had occurred since the last meeting, Mr. John Beams, of 
Ewell, and Mrs. S. G. Walsh, a life member of Cobham.

The balance sheet showed that, although receipts had fallen, the 
expenditure had also been low, resulting in an increased balance of 
£9 10s. 8d. ,

The brief report commented on the fact that the ban had apparently 
killed what little interest did exist in some towers—half of the year’s 
income had come from Cobham, and concluded with *a reminder to 
members of the part that they would be expected to play when the 
ban was lifted, urging them to utilise handbells to keep them in 
trim so they could |»ive of their best when the time came. Both 
report and balance sheet were adopted.

The retiring district officers were re-elected, the retiring general 
officers of the Guild were renominated, and it was left to the Kinging 
Master and secretary to arrange what meetings the circumstances 

^warranted.
The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to Mr. Chapman for 

his services at short notice, and to Mrs. Arnold, who officiated at the 
organ. In replying, Mr. Chapman said that it was a new experience 
for him and he had enjoyed it, and hoped that they would remember 
him if ever they needed a deputy again.

The handbells were then brought into action and were soon going 
to Plain Bob Major, Grandsire and Stedman Triples, Caters and 
Cinques.

DEATH OF MR. C. H. READING.
RINGER AND CHURCHWARDEN AT MITCHAM.

The death is announced of Mr. Charles H. Reading, which took 
place on February 13th at the age of 73.

Fot many years he was assistant secretary of the Surrey Association, 
and his good work was apparent to all, especially to the members of 
the Christ Church, Mitcham, band, in whom he took a particular 
interest.

The annual ringing outings which he organised will long be remem­
bered, and a permanent memorial to him is the splendid collection 
in the belfry of framed photographs of practically all the Surrey 
churches, taken on these outings.

He was churchwarden of Christ- Church for many years, and *he 
interested himself in any good work which he thought would benefit 
his fellow men.

Modest and unassuming, he was held in great respect by all with 
whom he came in contact, and his death will be regretted by all the 
ringers who had the good fortune to work with him and to know his 
splendid qualities.

The funeral took place at Mitcham Parish Church on Monday, 
February 17th, and was attended by many friends. By his death a 
much valued servant is lost to the cause to which he devoted himself 
for many years.

IN PRAISE OF RINGING.—‘ Among other diversions and recrea­
tions practised by and delightful to the inhabitants of this island 
none is more diverting, ingenious, harmless and healthful than the 
art of ringing. And although it be esteemed by the generality of 
people to be a mean and mechanical exercise, yet were it duly weighed 
and considered by a judicious and impartial person, it would be found 
to be very artful and not to be attained but by an ingenious and 
thoughtful undertaker.’—* Campanalogia,* 1702.

TOWER CLOCKS j. b. JOYCE &  CO. LTD.
W eight D riven  o r  E le ctr ic , b y  the 
W O R L D ’S O L D E S T  M A K E R S  
E S T A B L IS H E D  O V E R  3 0 0  Y E A R S  
Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on reqaegt

WHITCHURCH, SALOP.
We have experts visiting all parts of the British Isles, and shall be pleased 
{O carry ont restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tower Clock
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NOTICES.
ST. M AR TIN ’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF 

BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755).— The 53rd annual 
Henry Johnson Commemoration will be held at the Im­
perial Hotel, Temple Street, Birmingham, on Saturday,f 
March ist. Owing to prevailing conditions this will be 
a luncheon to commence at 1.30 p.m. prompt, Vice-Presi- 
dent Councillor A. Paddon Smith in the chair.— T . H . 
Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136, Newton Road, Sparkhill, Birm­
ingham, 11.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — Northern Division.— A 
meeting of this division will be held at Bocking on Satur­
day, March ist. Six ‘ silent ’ bells available from 2 p.m. 
Service at 4 p.m., followed by tea and business meeting. 
Handbells also available. It is necessary to elect two 
members for the general committee, so members please 
make an effort to be present. Please see that we have a 
better attendance than at the annual meeting.— Hilda G. 
Snowden, Hon. Dis. Sec., 3 , Bell Vue, Hedingham Road,

O XFO R D  DIOCESAN GUILD.— North Bucks 
Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Hanslope 
on Saturday, March ist. Handbells 3 p.m. Service 3-30, 
followed by tea and meeting. A good attendance desired. 
— R. H. Howson, Hon. Sec., 19, Greenfield Road, New­
port Pagnell, Bletchley.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.— Cheltenham Branch.— The annual meeting 
will be held on Saturday, March ist, at the Gloucester­
shire Dairy Cafe, Promenade, Cheltenham. W ill friends 
meet at above from 4 p.m.? Tea 4.30 sharp. W e  hope 
to have some good handbell practice, as some of our 
London friends are in the district.— Walter Yeend, Mill- 
field, Tewkesbury Road, Cheltenham.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.— W est Dorset 
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at Beamirtster 
on Saturday, March ist. Tower bells available with the 
‘ Seage silent apparatus ’ from 3 p.m. Service at 4.30, 
to be followed by tea and meeting.— C. H. Lathey, Sec., 
Malmaison, Bradpole, Bridport.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U T H S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, March ist. 
Members will meet at the Two Brewers, Shoe Lane, 
E.C.4, at 2-3°- Business meeting and handbells at 3 
o’clock at 15, Farringdon Avenue, E.C.4.— A. B. Peck, 
Hon. Sec., Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Hinckley 
District.— Members and friends are invited to meet at 
the Heathcote Arms, Croft, at 6 p.m. on Saturday, March 
ist, for the usual monthly meeting. Handbells, etc.—  
W . A. W «od, Dis. Sec., Fosseway, Croft, near Leicester.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— St. Albans 
District.— The next meeting will be held at St. Albans 
Abbey, on Saturday, March 8th. Bells with a new kind 
of apparatus available from 3 p.m. to. 4 p.m. Tea at 
McMeekans at 4.15. « Business meeting in the tower at 

Further ringing on handbells and tower bells ,6.30

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Western Division.—  
The annual district meeting will be held at Guiseley on 
Saturday, March 8th. Handbells available in Parish Hall 
from 1.30. Ramble arranged to commence 3 o ’clock. 
Tea at approximately 5 p.m. No charge to those who 
send in names by Tuesday, March-4th, to Mr. F. W .  
Dixon, 1, Greenshaw Terrace, Guiseley. Business meet­
ing at approximately 6 o’clock. Election of officers, etc. 
Annual reports now available.— F. Rayment, Dis. Sec., 
Bramley.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Felkirk on Saturday, March 8th. 
Handbells available at 2.30 p.m. Tea at 5 p.m. for afl 
who notify me not later than March 7th. Six silent tower 
bells will also be available if required. All are welcome. 
— D. Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, Chapel Street, Shafton, near 
Barnsley.

SURREY ASSOCIATION.— North-Western Di^rict. 
— The annual district meeting will be held at Leatherhead 
on Saturday, March 15th. Bells available at Parish 
Church in afternoon if required. Service 4 p.m. Tea at 
the Duke’s Head at 5 p.m., followed by business meeting. 
Handbells, etc., available afterwards. Names for vtea 
must be sent to IV̂ f. Arthur Dean, 24, Church W alk, 
Leatherhead, by Tuesday, March n th .— G. W . Massey, 
Hon. Dis. Sec.

N O RW ICH  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— Welcome 
to Hethersett, March 15th. Six tower bells from 3 p.m. 
and handbells in church. Service 4.15. Tea 4.45 at the 
King’s Head, followed by business meeting and more 
handbells. Reports to hand. Subscriptions gladly re­
ceived.— F. Nolan Golden, Sec., Brabazon Rog.d, Nor­
wich.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— A district meeting will be 
held at Little Clacton on Saturday, March 15th. Hand­
bell ringing at the Vicarage (opposite church) 2.30 p.m. 
Service 4.30 p-m. Tea at Blacksmith’s Arms 5.15 p.m. 
Business meeting and more ringing at the Vicarage after­
wards. Names for tea by Tuesday, March n th , please. 
Neighbouring friends in Suffolk are cordially invited. 
There is a good bus service from Ipswich and Colchester 
passing the church, but visitors coming by car must get 
a permit before entering the coastal defence area.— Leslie 
Wright, Hon. Dis. Sec., Lower Barn Farm, Dedham.

OXFO RD DIOCESAN GUILD.— The annual general 
committee meeting will be held in Reading (D .V .) on 
Saturday, March 22nd, at the Central Girls’ Club, 29, 
Chain Street (opposite St. Mary’s Church House), at
3.15 p.m. It is hoped that all branches will be repre­
sented.— Richard T. Hibbert, Gen. Sec., 69, York Road, 
Reading.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AN D LON­
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— North and East District.—  
The annual district meeting will be held at Kilburn on 
Saturday, March 29th. Further details will be announced 
later.— T. J. Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.— For the duration of the
onwardsT" “come ‘ and 7 rV Tomething” new ~inT sifent “ war, Mr. Albert Walker’s address is 86, Scribers Lane,
tower bells.-—Harold J. Hazell, Dis. Sec., 15, King’s 
Hill Avenue, St. Albans.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— A quarterly meeting 
will be held at the Haymarket Hotel (opposite St. James- 
in-the-Horsefair), on Saturday, March 8th. Handbells
2.45 p.m. Tea and meeting 4 p.m.— A. Tyler, Hon. Sec., 
5, Addison Road, Victoria Park, Bristol, 3.

Hall Green, Birmingham, 28.

N ARRO W  ESCAPE OF MR. J. CHALK.
Mr. J. Chalk, the Master of the South-Western Division of the 

Essex Association, had a narrow escape when some time back two 
high explosive bombs fell within a few yards of his home. The house 
was completely, wrecked, but fortunately Mr. Chalk with his wife 
and daughter were in an Anderson shelter at the end of the garden. 
To lose a cherished home was a heavy blow, but Mr. Chalk is thankful 
he has come out sound in limb, and is looking forward to making 
another home.



i o 8 TH E RINGING W O R LD . February 28th, 1941.
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The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; ISO pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete witn the Thompson Charts, etc.

•STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,' 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

• TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
• SURPRISE METHODS,' 2s. lOd. A book by'the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All poet free, on receipt of postal order, from
M i s s  M A R G A R E T  E .  S N O W D O N
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s to n , L a n c s

THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
E st. 1 8 2 0 T el. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITGHARD»PEg)hLm
LOUGHBOROUGH

Ora or y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rices in crease , 
p re -w a r  q u ality , an d  send  u s y o u r  old Bell Ropes  

fo r  rep airs  w h ilst n o t in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND g j g k ,  in Solid Silver

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and | 
address as above.

4 CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
•about to begin more advanced methods. 7jd. each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

D ia m e te r 2^in 2£in, 3iin . 3}in, 4in . 4}in. Sin. 5iin. 
Price 1 8 /e  2 2 /8  2 8 / 6  3 3 /6  4 2 /- 5 2 /6  6 7 /6  7 6 / 6

T h e  6in. size is  also m ade to  hold  50 c ig a re tte s .

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E . R U S S E L L  and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of & bell to the ringing and conducting of peels of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 / 9  
(6 copies for i 5 / - ) .  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /- ) .
O b tainable on ly  p o st fr e e  fr o m  Rev.' E. 8 . POWELL, 

S tav erto n  V ioarage, near D aventry.

SM ITH  o f  DERBY
jfor Church and Turret Clocks

Electric|or« WeighQDrivenlj 
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

, and throughout the world.

John^Sm ittr& sSona, Midland 6 lo c k  W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

Head Office and W o rk s , Q u e e re st ., Derby
T el. No. D £ R B Y |4 5 5 6 9 BB lG ram s.~ C L0 C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. I Estimate^ and^Admce Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams
Buildings, London, E.C.4.
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SILENT APPARATUSES.
One of the most curious things about change ringing 

is that the ringers, when they s^e most seriously intent 
on their art, betake themselves away from their fellow 
men, lock themselves in an almost inaccessible chamber, 
and pursue their art entirely oblivious of the outside 
world; while all the time the results of their eiforts are 
broadcast far and wide over the surrounding country. 
This contrast between the isolation and detachment of the 
belfry, and the publicity of the ringing is surely unique. 
W e cannot think- of any other body of men who ex­
perience at one and the same time such complete privacy 
and such wide publicity. <

Both the privacy and the publicity ate, of course, neces­
sary, but there are ofttimes serious drawbacks to the 
publicity. W e  really do wish to give delight to the out­
side listeners by the s'ound of the bells, though that may 
not be our only or our main object. And we certainly 
have no wish to be an annoyance to anyone, even to the 
most captious, though that, unfortunately, is sometimes 
unavoidable.

It is our misfortune that we cannot ring without the 
whole parish knowing it. W e should like to be able to 
retire somewhere away from listeners when we are teach­
ing beginners, or when we are ourselves practising some­
thing new and difficult. Brass bands do not practise in 
the market square; theatre companies do not rehearse 
in the open street; church choirs can learn their anthems 
when there is no one to listen. But we must practise in 
the full hearing of everyone, and we are usually judged, 
not by the perfected performance which is taken for 
granted and not much noticed, but by the imperfect at­
tempts by which we hope to attain perfection, and which 
are often bitterly criticised and resented.

It is small wonder then that from time to time men 
have thought how to contrive some means by which the 
bells can be rung properly without attracting the atten­
tion of outsiders. Before the war the silencers which 
Mr. James Davis first introduced to St. Botolph’s, 
Bishopsgate, were coming into increasing use, and at the 
last Central Council a new apparatus was shown to the 
members for which much was claimed, but which, so far, 
has had little opportunity of showing its utility.

These things, and similar things, will no doubt be 
increasingly used as they become known and improved, 
but they are of no use now when the ban imposes an 
absolute silence. Can we devise some means by which 
ringing shall be carried on and no sound reach the out­
side? If we can, there is no doubt whatever that it 

(Contiuued on page HO.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHDRCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most important ClocKs 

In the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

‘THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t .,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER’S BADGE.
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as ■ Illustration, 

oct. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M ARKED  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G IL T  O R W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/- 
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

Exact size

GEO. STACEY, engraver,
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

M ETHOD SPLICIN G
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to praotise it.

The System is fully explained in 

' METHOD SPLICIN G ,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from * The Ringing World ’  Office, 
LO W ER  PYRFORD ROAD, WOKING.

would be an immense advantage, not merely in these 
abnormal times, which will pass, but in the future.

In many towers the clappers have been removed and 
the bells ‘ rung ’ silently. That is better than nothing, 
and every effort to keep going and to maintain the life 
of the Exercise is worthy of all praise. But silent bells 
are no adequate substitute for sounding bells, and in 
normal times ‘ silent ’ ringing should be discouraged. 
It would open the door to numerous ills, of which bad 
striking, slovenliness, and false ringing are obvious to 
everyone. Anything like the ‘ silent ’ peals advocated 
by a correspondent last week should be sternly discour­
aged. At present they are forbidden by a Central Coun­
cil resolution.

What we need is a good appliance which vvill reproduce 
inside the belfry everything that we get from the open 
ringing. There is an apparatus which has been fixed in 
several towers, among them Great St. Mary’s at Cam­
bridge and Crawley in Sussex. It is called the Seage 
apparatus, but whether it is still manufactured or whether 
the patent has run. out, we do not for the minute know. 
W e should like to hear from anyone who has had a good 
experience qf' this or any similar apparatus.

However good a silent apparatus is, it should be used 
only for practice, not for peal ringing.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

T R E B L E  B O B .
IS IT A GOOD METHOD?

* To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I suppose you will say that I only got what I asked for, 

but I don’t think I deserved, quite such a bad snubbing as Mr. 
Christopher Woolley gave * me last week. I did read his letter. I 
went further and read between the lines, and I gathered (not with­
out cause) that his opinion of Treble Bob is a mighty poor one.

I know it i^ the fashion to speak contemptuously of that method, 
but it was not so always.

But yesterday the word of C«sar might
Have stood against the world; now lies he there,
And none so poor to do him reverence.

Treble Bob is an old and valued friend of mine, and so, having 
dropped a tear on fallen greatness, I feel I ought to say a word 011 
its behalf. Wherefore I proclaim in a loud and defiant tone that 
Treble Bob is a first-class method, musical, and most interesting to 
ring.

When I get to heaven, if I find enough ringers there to make up a 
really good eight-bell band, I should like to ring a tenor of about 
21 or 22 cwt. to a peal of Treble Bob. The bells to be by Abrahani 
Rudhall or Thomas Mears at their best, and to be hung in plain 
bearings worn rather slack.

Mr. Woolley does not seem to like it because I did not sign my 
name but wrote anonymously. That was a bit of my artfulness. fck> 
long as he does not know who I am, he may think I am a person 
of some importance. I might be —— , or even —— . If he knew that
really I am only ------, he would simply shrug his shoulders and take
no more notice. ‘ COUNTRY RINGER.'

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERM ONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

TREBLE BOB AND SURPRISE METHODS.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

A GOOD WORD FOR YORKSHIRE.
To the Editor.

Dear iSir,—I read the letters on the merits and defects of Surprise 
I methods from Mr. J. F. Harvey and Mr. C. W. Woolley with great 

interest, but was rather surprised not. to see any specific reference 
to Yorkshire, which is, I suppose, runner-up to the Standard Four in 
the matter of popularity. In my humble estimation, this method, 
with its regular construction ancL high musical qualities, is worthy 
of a much wider popularity than that which it at present enjoys.

With reference to the letter from ‘ A Country Ringer,* I fail to 
see how any method can be 4 Treble Bob spoiled *; to suggest that 
any method is this is, to my mind, suggesting the impossible. While 
Treble Bob has slow work it can never be oilier than a noise. The 
monotony of having the tenors pounding away on the front for a 
whole lead each in every course condemns the method as far as both 
ringing interest and musical qualities are concerned. This does not, 
of course, apply to the various forms of Spliced Treble Bob, in wliicli 
the tenors are prevented from going into the slow, and which thus 
produce much better music. R. D. St. J. SMITH.

Kersal, Manchester.
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HANDBELL PEALS.
A Y L SH A M , N O R FO LK . ^

T H E  N O R W IC H  D IO CESAN  ASSO CIA TIO N .

On Sunday, February 16, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-Stvtn Minutes, 
A t  4, F a i r l e ig h  T e r r a c e ,

A PEAL O F  BOB MAJOR, C O M  CHANQES|
Tenor size 16 ip B.

Jack N . A . P c m p h r b y  .. .  1-2 I F . N o la n  G o ld e n  ...........  5-6
A l b e r t  R o d g b t ...................  3-4 | W a l t e r  C . M b d lb r  ...........  7.8

Com posed b y J. R . P r itc h ar d . Conducted b y F . N . G o l d e n .

LIN CO LN .

TH E  L IN C O L N  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .

(N o r t h e r n  B r a n c h .)
On Sunday, February 23, 1941, inTwo Hours and Twenty.Six Minutes,

• A t  95, S in c il  B a n k ,

A PEAL O F  Q R A N D 8 IR E T R IP L E S ,  5040 C H A N G ES ; 
P a r k e r ’s  T w e l v e - p a r t .  ’ T e n o r  s iz e  15  in  C ,

• P .  M ic h a e l  F r e e m a n  .. . 1-2 I tJoHN A . F r e e m a n  ...........  5-6
*S g t . J. F r b b m a n , R .A .M .C . 3-4 | 'K e n n b t h  S . B . C r oft  .. . ;-8  

Conducted b y  John  F r e e m a n ,

* First peal in the method, t  First peal in the method ‘ in hand.’

LIN C O L N .
TH E  L IN C O L N  D 1.0 CESA N  G U IL D  

(N o r t h e r n  B r a n c h .)
On Wednesday, February 26. 1940, in Two Hours and Thirty Minutes, 

A t  93, S in c i l  B a n k ,
A PEAL OF LITTLE BOB MAJOR, 5040 CHANCES;

Tenor size 15 in C.

•P . M ic h a e l  F r bbm an  .. . 1-2 I 'J ohn  A . F r bb m a n  ...........  5-6
| S g t . J. F r b b m a n , R .A .M .C . 3-4 | "K e n n e t h  S . B . C r o f t  .. . 7-8 

Com posed by H e n r y  H u b ba r d . Conducted by John F r b b m a n .

*  First peal in the method, t  First peal in the method ‘ in hand.’ 
The conductor's 50th peal.

S IB L E  H ED IN G H A M , ESSEX.

T H E  E SSE X  A SSO CIA T IO N .

On Thursday, February 27, 1941, in Two Hours and Tin Minutes,
A t  t h e  R e s id e n c e  o f  A . C a t t b r w e l l ,

A PEAL O F  M INO R, 5040 C H A N G E S ;
Being one extent of Double Bob, and two each of Kent Treble Bob, 

Oxford Treble Bob and Plain Bob, seven callings.

O i a v b  B royd ...................  1-2 I *M iss E l iz a b e t h  B d r cb am  4
B er n ar d  W . P b t t it t ...........  3 | A l b e r t  C a t t e r w e l l ...........  5-6

Conducted b y  O la v e  B r oyd .

W itness— M rs. C atterw ell.

*  First peal with inside bell. Rung in honour of Mr. Catterwell’s 
birthday. ,

LIV E R P O O L .
T H E  L A N C A S H IR E  ASSO CIATIO N .

On Saturday, March 1, 1941, in Two Hours and Fifty-One Minutes,
A t  C hurch  H o d s b ,

A PEAL O F  STED M A N  C IN Q U E S , 5007 C H A N G E S ;
Tenor size 15 in C. '*

F rank  V a r t y  ...................  1-2 I T h om as R . B u t l e r  ............ »-6
A r n o ld  B ru n to n  ...........  3-4 | P e r c iv a l  W . C a v e  ...........  7-8

T hom as H ammond  ........... 9-10

Com posed b y  S ir A. H b yw o o d . Conducted b y P e r c iv a l  W . C a v e . 

U m pire— G . R . N ew ton.

A  birthday compliment to Frank V arty.

DEATH OF MR. AMOS TRIPPIER.
AN OLD LANCASHIRE RINGER.

The death is announced of Mr. Amos Trippier, of Eccles, which took 
place on January 11th. He joined the Lancashire Association in 1897 
and rang 65 peais in the county, besides others for the North Stafford 
and South Stafford Associations and in London. As «  young man he 
went in for athletic sports and won many trophies. He took part in 
civic life and was an alderman. One of his sons is also an alderman 
and has been Mayor. The interment was in Eccles. churchyard.

GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS.
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE EXETER BRANCH.

The annual meeting of the Exeter Branch of the Devonshire Guild 
was held on Saturday, February 22nd, at Deller’s Cafe, and was 
attended by 35 members, among those present being Mr. E. J. Ryall, 
the chairman of the branch; Prebendary E. V. Cox, the president of 
the Guild; the Rev. M. V. Narracott, Vicar of St. Sidwells; the 
general secretary, and Mr. T. Laver, late general secretary.

After tea, the hon. secretary (Mr. W. H. Howe) read the report of 
the branch for the past year. Two meetings had been held and 
satisfaction was expressed that th& October _ meeting was so well 
attended. The finances are in a sound condition, with a balance in 
hand of nearly £18. Twelve members are serving with H.M. Forces 
and one of them has been wounded.

Mr. E. W. Biffin, in proposing the adoption of the report, referred 
to the death of Mr. A. H. Goad, of St. Thomas’ band, as a heavy 
blow to himself and to the band with which Mr. Goad had been so 
long associated. Mr. Glass seconded and others voiced the apprecia­
tion of the branch for Mr. Howe’s work. The report was adopted.

All the officers—Mr. E. J. Ryall (chairman), Mr. W. H. Howe (secre­
tary and treasurer), Mr. W. Richardson (Ringing Master) and Messrs.
E. W . Biffen, H. Pook and H. J. Rowe (representatives to the 
General Committee)—were re-elected.
,Mrs:. C. R. Lilley, who rings handbells very well, was elected as a 

member of the Guild.
After some discussion it was decided to hold the next meeting on 

May 3rd at St. Thomas’ , Exeter. . , IT „
Everybody was pleased to greet an old friend, Mr. -A. W. Searle, 

and the branch, on the proposition of Mr. Howe, offered him con- 
gratulations on the occasion of his golden wedding. Mr. Searle has 
rung 55 peals for the Guild and conducted 18. His friends know lnm 
best for his tours and ringing outings. He has rung in all but a 
dozen or so of the Devon towers.

Mr. Searle, on behalf of liis wife and himself, thanked the meeting, 
remarking that 50 years of happiness. seemed a long time to look 
forward to, but short when reviewed. He had only emulated the 
example of Mr. Richardson and others of the branch.

Prebendary F,. V. Cox referred to the illness of Mr. Goldsmith. 
Editor of ‘ The Ringing World,’ pointing out the importance of the 
great influence of that journal in ringing circles over land and sea. 
He proposed that an expression of sympathy of the Exeter Branch be 
sent to him, with the hope that soon he will" be restored to health 
and strength. Mr. Laver seconded and others ^supported the motion, 
which was unanimously agreed'to.

O11 the proposition of Mr. Biffin, it was agreed to hold handbell 
practices, Mr. C. R  Lilley to be invited to attend and give assistance. 
The first practice will occur on March 8th.

There was an expression of regret that the usual service was not 
held. Prayers read by the Rev. Prebendary Cox ended what may be 
termed an enjoyable and profitable gathering.

O R A N G E S  A N D  L E M O N S .
LONDON BELLS IN A NURSERY RHYME.

Mr E Stone, of Coventry, has sent us some particulars of the 
nursery rhyme whiMi has come into notice recently through the taking 
down of the -bells of St. Clement Danes. The words and music were 
published about the year 1874 by Frederick Warne and Co. The 
rhyme is. however, we fancy, much older, for unless our memory is at 
fault there is a reference to- it in Osborn’s manuscript, which was 
written about 1840. We cannot check the reference because the 
manuscripts in the British Museum have been removed to a place of 
safety. s

Here is the full rhyme :—
Gay go up and gay go down
To ring the bells of London Town.
Bull’s eyes and targets, say the bells of St. Margaret’s,
Brickbats and tiles, say the bells of St. Giles'.
Ha’pence and farthings, say the bells of St.. Martin’s.
Oranges and lemons,- says the bells of St. Clement’s.
Pancakes and fritters, say the bells of St. Peter’s.
Two sticks and an apple, say the bells o f Whitechapel.
Old Father Baldpate, say the slow bells of Aldgate.
Pokers and tongs, say the bells of St. John’s.
Kettles and pans, sav the bells of St. Ann’s.
You owe me ten shillings, sav the bells of St. Helen's.
When will you pay me? say the bells of Old Bailey.
When I grow rich, say the bells of Shoreditch.
Pray when will that be? say the bells of Stepney.
I do not know, savs the great bell of Bow.
Here comes a candle to light you to bed,
And here comes a chopper to chop off your head.

Mr. Ernest Morris has also sent us a copy of the lines. He points 
out that they are given in his book, 1 Legends o’ the Bells.’

BEACONSFIELD.—At St. Marv and All Saints’ Church, on Mon­
day, February 24th. 720 of Plain Bob Minor : H. Wingrove (conductor) 
1-2, D. R. Fletcher 34, W . Lee 5-6. Rung as a compliment to the 
Rev. C. Elliot Wigg, Deputy Master of the Oxford Diocesan Guild, on 
the occasion of his wedding.
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SIR HENRY TULSE.
LORD M AYOR AN D MASTER OF THE COLLEGE 

YOUTH S.
B y  J. A r m ig e r  T r o l l o p e .

Four men whose names appear in the list of members 
of the Society of College Youths were Lord Mayors of 
London, but three of them, Sir Watkins Lewis, Slingsby 
Bethel and Samuel Birch, hid little active connection with 
the society at the time they held the office. The fourth, 
Sir Henry Tulse, was elected Master of the society in the 
year that he was Lord Mayor.

Like Sir Francis Withens, another apd contemporary 
College Youth, Tulse obtained his position and import­
ance through the political struggles of the reign of King 
Charles II. It was almost the last stage of the long con­
flict which was to decide whether England should be 
governed by an autocratic monarch or by Parliament, 
and the country was sharply divided into two parties, 
which shortly afterwards were called by the names of 
W hig and Tory.

London was a stronghold of the Whigs, and the 
citizens, safely entrenched as they supposed behind their 
charter and their age-long liberties, steadily supported 
those who resisted the aggrandisement of the royal 
power, while the Government, to counteract it, used all 
their power and influence to secure the electiop to the 
offices of Mayor and Sheriff of men who belonged to their 
own party, for, though the W higs were in a decided 
majority, there was still'a large minority of Tories among 
the freemen of the city, and one of their leaders was 
Alderman Tulse.

In 1673, Tulse and Robert Geoffrey were elected 
sheriffs, and the satisfaction of.the Court party was ex­
pressed by Sir John Robinson, who wrote to Joseph W il­
liamson, the Secretary of State, that ‘ the Sheriffs’ names 
are Tulse and Jefferies, both good men’ ; and a little' 
later, ‘ W e have settled a Lord Mayor, Sir William 
Hooker, who I hope will prove a good one, with his two 
Sheriffs, Alderman Tulse and Deputy Jefferies, honest 
men.’

By ‘ good ’ and ‘ honest ’ of course were meant that 
they might be expected to do what the Government 
wanted, and probably Tulse gave satisfaction, for he 
received the honour of knighthood.

One of the moves in the political game was the promo­
tion by the W hig party of petitions to the King praying 
for the calling of a Parliament, and one of these petitions 
was drawn up by the City of London. A number of lead­
ing citizens were selected to present it to Charles, and 
among them was Tulse, but he declined to serve, and 
when the deputation went to Windsor he stayed away, a 
fact that was noted with approval by the Court faction.

When the election for Lord Mayor was held in the next 
year, 1682, in accordance with custom the names of all 
the aldermen below the chair were but, one by one, to the 
meeting and voted upon by a show of hands. When, 
as almost invariably happened, a poll was demanded, four 
candidates were put forward, two of them. W higs and 
two Tories, of whom Tulse was one. The Whigs, con­
fident in their numerical superiority, split their votes be­
tween their two men, but the Tories wrere wiser and gave 
2,233 votes to Sir William Pritchard, while Tulse re­
ceived only 236. Even so, the Whigs had the higher 
poll but, after a scrutiny, Pritchard was bv fair means or 
foul declared duly elected.

The reaction against the Popish Plot was now in full 
swing. The feeling of the country had turned against 
the W higs, and Charles and his Government, who had 
long bided their time, proceeded to crush their enemies, 
and among them the corporations of the big towns. The 
plan was to issue writs of quo warranto, calling upon the 
towns to show cause why their charters should not be 
annulled on account of alleged irregularities. By pack­
ing the bench they made sure of a legal judgment in their 
favour, and one by one the corporation had to surrender 
their charters.

London’s turn came. On a writ of quo warranto judg­
ment was given against the city, and the charter declared 
forfeited. On October 13th the King issued a new com­
mission in which the terms were that ‘ no Lord Mayor, 
sheriff, recorder, common serjeant, town clerk, or coroner 
of the City or Steward of the Borough of Southwark, 
shall be capable of, or admitted to the exercise of their 
respective offices, before his Majesty shall have approved 
him under his seal manual.’

It meant that the age-long traditions of free election 
and free government were swept away at a blow, .and for 
some years the control of the city was in the hands of 
the Government and their supporters. Sir William 
Pritchard, the Lord Mayor and 17 aldermen, including 
Tulse, were reappointed, but the rest were ejected. The 
Common Council ceased to exist.

When Pritchard’s term of office was ended, the Court 
of Aldermen was informed of his Majesty’s commission 
having been issued to Sir Henry Tulse to be Mayor for 
the ensuing year, and he was sworn with the usual ac­
companiment of civic procession and banquit, but with­
out any formality of election. The dinner was held at • 
the Grocers’ Hall, for Tulse was a member of the 
Grocers’ Company and Master in 1681-2.'

The W hig opposition was crushed, but they made 'an 
attempt at revenge. An action was brought against Sir 
Henry Tulse and Sir Robert Geoffrey alleging that as 
sheriffs they had illegally sold the office* of under-sheriff. 
The respondents did not contest the action in the Courts, 
but petitioned the King. The matter was referred to the 
Attorney General, who reported in their favour, and a 
warrant of ntilli prosequiri was issued to stay-proceedings.

Tulse showed his political leaning still further when he 
appeared as the principal witness in an action- brought bv 
the Duke of York (afterwards King James II.) against 
a Mr. Pilkington, one of the aldermen, on account of 
words spoken in the Court- of Aldermen. The defendant 
was found guilty and fined the enormous sum of 
^100,000. ,

It would, however, be utterly wrong to suppose that 
Tulse and the Tories who worked with him were merely 
servile tools of a despotic monarchy. They were the suc­
cessors of the old Cavalier party, and their main motive 
was their intense loyalty to Church and King. Presently 
this very loyalty brought them into sharp opposition to 
the new King, James II.

James was a bigoted Roman Catholic, who put what 
he thought to be the interests of his Church before all 
things CISC'. One of his objects was the repeal of the 
penal laws by which all power and influence were kept in 
the hands of .the members of the Church of England. To 
further this end, all those members of town corporations 
who opposed the repeal were ejected and their places
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•supplied by men who approved, mostly Nonconformists 
and Papists. From these reformed corporations a num­
ber of addresses were sent lip to the King approving his 
policy, but none came from the Court of Aldermen, which 
(with the Common Council in abeyance) was the govern­
ing body of the City of London.

Jefferys, the notorious Lord Chief Justice, waited on 
them and lectured them in his usual bullying style, but 
they refused to submit, and a large number of them were 
dismissed, among them Sir Henry Tulse.

Tulse was a great benefactor to the Church of St. 
Dionis, Backchurch, which once stood at the corner of 
Lime Street. He gave a marble font and marble steps 
leading up to it. They are now in the Church of St. 
Dionis, Parson’s Green, Fulham.

Tulse’s family vault was inside St. Dionis’ Church, and 
when he died he was buried there. When the church 
was pulled down and his body removed, the stone which 
had covered the vault was placed in the court which 
marks the old churchyard, and there it is now. The in­
scription was %recut in 1937 as part of the celebration of 
the tercentenary of the Ancient Society of College Youths.

Sir Henry Tulse’s daughter married tbe first Lord 
Onslow, but she came to a tragic end. She drowned 
herself in a pond in the grounds of the Archbishop’s 
palace at Croydon. The family of the present Lord 
Onslow is descended from Tulse, and there is, I believe, 
a portrait of him at Onslow Park, near Guildford.

Sir Henry Tulse, during an active life, filled many 
offices in the City of London. He was Alderman in 
1673 and Sheriff in the same year, Master Grocer in 1681, 
Lord Mayor in 1683, and President of Bethlehem and 
Bridewell Hospitals in 1689.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.
ANNUAli MEETING AT HARTFIELD.

The fourteenth annual meeting of the East Grinstead and District 
Guild was held at Hartfield on Saturday, February 22nd.

The church room had been commandeered overnight by the military 
for use as a cookhouse, but the Rector (the Rev. H. A. James) most 
kindly offered a room in the Rectory as a substitute, and the meeting 
was held in very comfortable quarters.

Mr A. L. Ryman was in the chair, supported by the vice-chairman 
(Mr. C. J. Ladd), the treasurer (Mr. R. D. Divall), the I1011. secretary 
(Mr. B. Saunders), the assistant hon. secretary (Mr. C. A. Bassett) 
and the auditor (Mr. E. J. Oliver).

The meeting expressed its regret at the illness of the Editor of 
‘ The Ringing World ’ and hoped for his speedy recovery.

The committee’s report was read by Mr. Bassett. It pointed out 
.the difficulties of carrying on in these troublous times, but said that 
tliey were attempting to maintain the continuity of- the Guild and 
wished the members in all sincerity the best of luck throughout the 
coming year.

The balance sheet, which showed a balance of £31 in the Post Office 
Savings Bank and £1 Is. in petty cash, was adopted. It was agreed 
that the financial position was very satisfactory.

Mr. Oliver proposed the re-election of all the officers en bloc, but 
Mr. B. Saunders asked to be relieved of the office of hon. secretary. 
He pointed out that the assistant secretary had been doing all the 
work and he was secretary only in name. He offered to continue to 
do the Guild’s printing. Mr. Bassett was then appointed secretary, 
Mr. Saunders being placed on the committee, and the other officers 
re-elected.

In the prevailing conditions it was not possible to fix the next 
meeting, and the matter was left in the hands of the secretary and 
the committee.

It was regretted that members joining the Forces did not notify the 
secretary, and so it was not possible to keep in touch with them.

It had been advertised that no tea arrangements could be made, 
and it was a very pleasant surprise to find that the company were to 
be entertained by the Rev. and Mrs. H. A. James and Mr. J. W. 
Ritson, a vice-president. Mr. A. Batten thanked the Rector for the 
use of his room and the hosts for giving and serving the tea.

In his reply, the Rector said how pleased he was to have the Guild 
at Hartfield, the church room was always at the disposal of the Guild, 
and as for the tea he was glad to think they had been able to supply 
it. He congratulated the Guild on having so many enthusiasts to keep 
the movement alive.

Handbell ringing concluded a very successful meeting.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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MEARS & 
8TAINBANK,

F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12th year 
of reign of 

E lizabeth ).

JBellfouttders &
IB e ll h an gers,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

Telephone B is h o p s g a te ' 8 8 4 9

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
4 6  o w t. O q r . 5  lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

HANDBELLS
in sets of any number.

THE EDITOR.
As we go to press we learn that Mr. J. S. Goldsmith is 

not quite ready for the major operation, which will not be 
performed until about a week’s time.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
We are informed that the twelve bells of St. Mary Redcliffe, Bristol, 

have been removed to a place of safety for the duratiqn of the war. 
St. Clement Danes’ bells are now safely stored.

Mr. E. Stone, of 99, Keresley Road, Coventry, has returned to that 
address after the recent big air raid.

Mr. F. N. Golden would be glad to get into touch with Mr. A. J. 
Corrigan. His address is 21, Brabazon Road, Norwich.

A friend has sent us from the north of Scotland a cutting from a 
Cambridge newspaper headed ‘ 150 years ago ’ and giving an account 
of the death of George Gross. It was Mr. Borrett’s extract from the 
‘ Norwich Gazette,’ and evidently had been copied from our columns.

The handbell peal at Liverpool was rung in an air raid shelter at 
the Church House. We have often heard the question asked what use 
can air raid shelters be put to after the war? Perhaps this supplies 
the answer.

The band was indebted to Mr. G. R. Newton and Mr. Fred Owen 
for making the necessary arrangements.

Since the destruction of St. Nicholas’ Church, Liverpool, last Decem­
ber, the services have been held at the Church House, and the ringers 
regularly ring handbells for the 3.30 p.m. service on Sundays. Also, 
by invitation, they went to the training ship H.M.S. ‘ Eaglet ’ on two 
Sunday mornings recently and rang for the 11 o’clock service.

On March 5th, 1888, 12,04-1 changes of Stedman Caters were rung at 
Appleton. James W. Washbrook composed the peal and called it 
from the ninth. F. E. Robinson rang the seventh. It was the longest 
length in the method at the time, beating the 11,111 changes rung by 
the College Youths at Fulham in 1883. It stood as the record for only 
two months.

On March 6th, 1832, the Oldham men rang the then longest peal of 
Maximus, 7,392 changes of Kent Treble Bob.

March 8th is the anniversary of the long peal of Grandsire Caters, 
12,600 changes, rune in 1737 on the old ten Dells at St. Peter’s, Man- 
croft, Norwich. The band included several of the famous ringers

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

whose names have been recently mentioned in our columns, Thomas 
Melchior, John Gardiner, Robert Crane, Edward Crane, William 
Porter and others.

On the same date in 1859 the Birmingham men rang 10,047 changes 
of Stedman Caters. It stood as the record peal until it  was beaten 
by the College Youths* performance at Fulham, mentioned above.

Fifty years ago to-day three peals were rung. One was Double 
Norwich Court Bob Major, the other'two Kent Treble Bob Major.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
WEST DORSET BRANCH.

The annual meeting, postponed from December, was held at 
Beaminster on Saturday last, March 1st, Svhen members of the branch 
were joined by visiting members from Dorchester.

Bridport is the time-honoured centre for the annual meeting, but 
on this occasion Beaminster was chosen, as the bells there are fitted 
with the ‘ Seage * apparatus, which some time since had been over­
hauled and was more or less in working order. .A few hitches had 
to be overcome at the start, and while the ‘  technicians * were 
struggling some Grandsire Doubles and Triples and Bob Minor were 
rung on handbells. Most of those present had not touched a rope 
since the ban came into operation, so the use of the apparatus lent 
an additional attraction to the meeting and enabled some touches of

apparatus has been in the tower for a great many years 
it would be interesting to know what improvements h îve been made 
on the original invention up to date, as to the ringers it seemed a 
device with great possibilities, particularly if wire connections could be 
eliminated and foolproof electric contacts arranged.

Canon G. C. Hutchings, %the Vicar, conducted a short servfte at
4.30 p.m., and after an excellent tea at a nearbv cafe the Master of 
the Guild, the Rev. C. Carew Cox, who is also chairman of the 
branch, presided over the business meeting.

All the officers, some of whom were serving in the Forces, were re­
elected. The hon. secretary, Mr. C. H. Lathey, reported that a 
number of towers had made no returns and in consequence there was 
a drop in subscriptions. But his balance sheet, nevertheless, showed 
the satisfactory figure of over £8 in hand. It was reaffirmed that 
each.tower should be responsible for the subscriptions of its members 
on active service.

It was decided, all being well, to arrange another meeting at 
Beaminster during the summer.

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded the incumbent for the use of 
the tower and for the service, also to Mr. Lathey and the Beaminster 
members for their arrangements, resulting in a very pleasant, if 

gathering.



March 7t», 1941. TH E RINGING W O R LD . ” 5

HENRY JOHNSON COMMEMORATION.
v ENJOYABLE LUNCHEON AT BIRMINGHAM.

The annual gathering, which takes place each year in Birmingham, 
to honour the memory of the most famous of all Birmingham ringers, 
Henry Johnson, was held for the fifty-third time last Saturday. In 
view of the difficulties of the times through which we are passing, 
there was necessarily some curtailment of the usual proceedings, but 
in the opinion of those who attended it was no less enjoyable than 
former gatherings.

An excellent luncheon was served in the Connaught Room at the 
Imperial Hotel, to which a company of 55 sat down. Councillor A. 
Paddon Smith presided, supported by the Rev.<Janon S. Blofeld (Vicar 
of Edgbaston), Mr. T. H. Reeves (hon. secretary), Mr. F. E. Haynes 
(Ringing Master), Mr. A. Walker (vice-president) and Mrs. Walker, 
Mr. A. A. Hughes (hon. treasurer, Ancient Society of College Youths), 
Mr. H. Knight (hon, secretary, Society for the Archdeaconry of 
♦Stafford) and Mr. F. W. Perrens. The visitors included Mr. R. 
Richardson (Master, Lincoln Diocesan Guild), Mrs. and Miss Richard­
son, Mr. F. Skidmore (Bristol United Ringing Guilds), Mr. WTilliam 
Saunders (Coalbrookdale), Mr. J. H. Shepherd (Swindon) and Mr.
F. E. Collins (Croydon).

The Hon. Secretary said that letters of apology had been received 
from Mr. James George, Mr. J. W. Jones (Newport), Mr. J. F. Small­
wood (Bath), Mr. F. B. Yates (King’s Norton), and one from Mr. 
J. A. Trollope on behalf of Mr. J. S. Goldsmith, who had regularly 
attended this gathering for many years, and was in hospital at Woking 
where he had been prepared for an operation. The hon. secretary 
was asked to convey to Mr. Goldsmith the sympathy of all his old 
friends who had met that afternoon, together with their best wishes 
for a speedy recovery.

CHURCH AND STATE.
After the toast of the King had been enthusiastically honoured, 

Mr. F. E. Haynes proposed 4 The Church and State.’ He said that 
whatever might befall England and its democratic .Church and con­
stitution, bellringers would couple duty towards the Church with duty 
towards the State. Many members had been called upon to serve in 
His Majesty’s Forces. If it were conceivable that we should not be 
victorious in this struggle we should have neither Church nor State, 
therefore our loyally was now needed more than at any time in our 
history. With the toast the speaker coupled the name of the Rev. 
Canon S. Blofeld, who had always shown a helpful interest in the 
welfare of the Guild.

Canon Blofeld, who responded, said he thought it was a little 
hysterical to silence our church bells. All regretted it and felt it 

•had never been justified. We had some basic'belief that evil cannot 
win. We must try to strengthen in our minds something more than 
Britain’s prosperity—something more than Britain’s democracy—some­
thing based upon the eternal belief that goodness must endure.

The hon. secretary then read a telegram from the hon. secretary 
of the Ancient Society of College Youths, conveying the best wishes 
of the society for a successful gathering.

The Chairman proposed the toast of * The memory of the late 
Henry Johnson.’ For the first time, he believed, the toast was to be 
given by someone who never knew Henry Johnson. He had heard 
probably 40 different men praising the famous Birmingham ringer, 
whose memory would never fade so long as ringing was practised.

The toast was drunk in silence, and afterwards a course of Stedman 
Cinques was rung on the handbells by D. ,T. Matkin 1-2, F. W. 
Perrens 3-4, F. E. Pervin 5-6, A. Walker 7-8, G. F. Swann 9-10, F. E. 
Haynes 11-12.

THE GUILD OFFICERS.
The toast ‘ Continued Prosperity to the St. Martin’s Guild ’ was 

proposed by the chairman. He had the honour that afternoon of 
presiding over the smallest gathering at a Henry Johnson Com­
memoration. The hon. secretary had overcome many difficulties in 
making the arrangements, and he was to be congratulated upon 
having succeeded in such extremely difficult times. The officers of the 
Guild were determined to keep the continuity of the commemoration 
unbroken, and it should never be said that Hitler (or anyone else) could 
prevent them from meeting. In the years to come it would be remem­
bered that the ‘ old boys * had kept the Guild going through the 
most difficult period England hac  ̂ ever experienced. The speaker then 
said it was his sad duty to refer to tne passing of their beloved 
Master, the late Alderman J. S. Pritchett, whose fame was world­
wide so far as the ringing Exercise was concerned. He was a very 
distinguished man and a good ringer. His silvery voice would be for 
long remembered by visitors to the Birmingham dinner. They 
lamented the passing of one who was a distinguished adornment at 
many happy gatherings. The speaker referred also to the passing of 
Mr. Jonathan Preston, for many years an auditor for the Guild. Mr. 
Preston .began his ringing career when a new peal of bells was in­
stalled at Erdington Parish Church, and from that dav his interest 
had never faded. The Guild had lost another member Dy the tragic 
death of Mr. Stephen Wood, of Bristol, whose valuable work for the 
Exercise was well known to everyone in the room. No ringing society, 
said the speaker, could continue without a good secretary. It was a 
task that nad recently become even more thankless than usual now 
that ringing was forbidden. Mr. Reeves was the finest secretary they 
could have, and he knew that he had the support of every member 

(Continued in next column.)

DESIGN OF BELL FRAMES.
• A REPLY TO MR. HUNT.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I fear that Mr. Hunt has overlooked the fact that the 

article on bell-cages was written from the point of view of an 
archaeologist. The use of the word ‘ bell-cage should have given the 
clue. A s a '  greybeard,’ I dare not be a prophet—but as a carpenter 
and ringer I certainly have strong opinions as to how a bell frame 
should be constructed.

The engineer has been unable' to improve on the design of the 
modern timber frame. This is shown in tlie numerous examples of 
both iron and steel frames, with which we are blessed or cursed to-day 
—according to one’s point of view. They still consist of the same 
triangulated truss; so I consider that the progressive plan has rentlied 
its end, and has progressed beyond the day of the corner or end 
posts. I will give my reasons for dumping the corner post on the 
]unk-lieap of the past after I have dealt with the braces.

I do not agree that ‘ struts made from wood are a failure because 
the splayed shoulders shrink.’ That the shoulders occasionally shrink 
I do not deny, but it must be borne in mind that the shoulders 
remain straight so that they still provide a good seating for the head 
and cill when the vertical ’ bolts have been tightened up. The argu­
ment about shrinkage can and has been overdone in the past. Once 
a frame (assuming, of course, that it is constructed of well-seasoned 
timber—not just dried) has adjusted its moisture content to that of 
the average for the tower, for all practical purposes it will perform 
its jo b  well, when given its due attention.

Now in a frame with corner posts these will prevent the vertical 
bolts of the braces from doing their job. It is like trying to cramp 
two pieces of timber together, with a block between them—it just 
can’ t be done. The corner posts hardly transmit any thrust from 
the head to the cill, it is the braces that do this job ; so like all 
superfluous members, corner posts have been discarded.

I am interested in Mr. Hunt’s ideal bell frame and note that each 
truss requires 18 bolts against the two in the modern timber frame. 
As experience in the 15th and 19th centuries proved that many joints 
and fastenings were a source of weakness, I would suggest that such 
a large number of bolts are also a source of weakness; bearing in 
mind that the two bolts per truss of the modern frame are often 
neglected, still more would 18 bolts per truss be likely to be neglected.

The spanner always has been the helpmate of the belt, and, as far 
as I can see, always will—fate has made them inseparable.

The 19tli century bellliangers have experimented with composite 
frames of wood and iron or steel, and from the experience gatnered 
they gave the composite frame up for good. The modern belllianger 
realises that it is a case of all wood, or all iron and steel—like oil 
and water, they are bad mixers. It appears that they have yet to 
learn that cast-iron and rolled steel are also bad mixers.

G. P. ELPHICK.
Southover, Lewes.

HENRY JOHNSON COMMEMORATION
(Continued from previous column.) 

of the Guild. The Guild was fortunate also in having Mr. F. E. 
Haynes as Ringing Master, although there was little for him to do 
at the moment.

KINDRED SOCIETIES.
The speaker had much pleasure in coupling the name of Mr. T. H. 

Reeves with the toast ‘ Continued Prosperity to the St. Martin’s Guild.’
Mr. T. H. Reeves, in reply, thanked the chairman for the toast, 

and the ladies and gentlemen for so kindly receiving it.
Mr. A. Walker proposed the toast ‘ Kindred Ringing Societies.* It 

was true, said the speaker, that the numbers were less than on former 
occasions, but he felt that what they were lacking in quantity they 
made up for in quality. It was a friendly gesture on the part of the 
Ancient Society of College Youths to send their good wishes, and he 
was glad to know that they were still meeting. He was sure that 
their kind wishes were reciprocated by Birmingnam ringers. He con­
gratulated Mr. A. A. Hughes upon his efforts to preserve the records 
o f the Ancient Society, and thanked him and also the other visitors 
for overcoming the inconvenience of present-day travel to attend the 
luncheon.

In response, Mr. A. A. Hughes said that he had been particularly 
charged by members of the Ancient Society of College Youths to 
convey hearty greetings from the City of London. They had been 
closely associated for many years—two cities badly scarred but far 
from scared.

Mr. F. Skidmore also Yeplied, saying that it was gratifying to see 
that the centre of England was still maintaining a lively interest 
in ringing in spite of the ban. He congratulated them upon their 
menu, which appeared to have been chosen from noil-rationed foods, 
thereby causing no hardship to anyone.

A short business meeting followed, though there was very little 
business to transact. Mr. F. Skidmore (Bristol) was elected" a life 
member of the Guild. It was decided that the next meeting should 
be held at headquarters.

The early evening was occupied by handbell ringing. The company 
dispersed much earlier than is usual at Birmingham dinners, but it 
was agreed that the efforts of the officers o f the Guild had been well 
worth while.



THE RINGING W O R LD . MarcH*7th, 1941.

REVERSALS.
THE RIGHT USE OF THE TERM.

To the Editor.
Sif>—The discussion on this subject reminds me that I have some­

where an article about it, which I wrote 40 years ago, for the then 
‘ Bell News,’ but never typed out; had it been sent, the question 
might have been settled once for all.

What we have to decide is whether we ought to use the word 
‘ reverse ’ in a strict or in a general sense. We ar'e told that Nature 
abhors a vacuum. Whether this be so or not, it is quite certain that 
in writing out change ringing we can never leave one space T>lank. 
If one bell wants to move in one direction, it cannot do so until 
another is ready to take its place. Every movement has its opposite. 
This*goes right through change ringing, so that there is notliing of 
which we cannot say that one way is the ordinary way, and another 
is the ‘ reverse.* We can even go so far as Mr. Bankes James and 
say that the hunt being one side of the treble is the ordinary way, 
and the other side is the reverse variation.

There is nothing wrong in so doing. The only thing to be said 
against it is that it makes the word ‘ reverse ’ useless, and it would 
be better and les§ misleading not to use it at all.

If, however, we are going to use the word in future (as all ringers 
want to do), it would surely be best to use it in the same sense as 
is used in other matters. The best known is with regard to coins. 
If you take a coin and place it so as to see what is called the ‘ heads,’ 
in the best way, this view is called the ‘ obverse ’—(from two Latin 
words, meaning ‘ turned towards you ’ ). Now suppose a line drawn 
as a tangent to the right edge of the coin, to represent the position 
of a hinge; and on such a hinge turn the coin over. The, view now 
seen is called the ‘ reverse ’ ; another word from the Latin, and mean­
ing * turned back.’ From this use of the word every other use may 
be made to radiate.

If, however, instead of turning over the coin, we keep the same 
face up, but screw it round, so that the line which was a tangent to 
the upper edge, becomes the tangent to the lower edge, we have not 
reversed the coin, but we have turned it upside down, or inverted it. 
What we see might be called the ‘ inverse,’ and the process by which 
we attain it may be called ‘ inversion,’ or ‘ inverting.’

Now all these things may be done with rows of changes. The most 
usual is with regard to methods. We speak of a reverse method when 
we mean one in which the work that is o r d in a r ily  done when the 
treble is leading is now done when the treble is behind. To this use 
of the word no one could possibly object.

The word is, however, often used in other senses. Thus a slow six 
in jStedinan is often said to be the reverse of a quick one. In this 
case the six has merely been inverted; one begins at the other end, 
as it were. If oiie*wants a technical term for it, it must be called 
an inverted six.

To turn anything upside down, or invert ii, one must take the last 
first, and go 011 until the first is last. This can be done either with 
the ringing, or with the method, or with the calling. In the first 
case the rows are rung all the same as before, but by taking the last 
row first, the music is entirely different. The changes are the same, 
but their order is inverted.

In the second case, the diagram would be turned upside down. 
That part of the method with which you usually end would become 
the beginning. As methods nowadays are usually symmetrical, this 
means that most methods are not altered by being inverted.

In the third case, the last call would become the first, and so 011. 
This would be the true inversion the touch or peal. Whether there 
can be any true reversal of a touch or peal I must leave to others 
to say. At any rate, before we can talk about the reverse of a peal, 
We must first decide what a reverse is, or should be. From the num­
ber of different so-called reverses which have been suggested 110 one 
seems to have considered this primary question yet.

Ufford Rectory. ” H. DRAKE.

HANDBELL RINGING AND APATHY.
T o ' the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I was interested to read the account in your issue of 
the 28th February of the inaugural meeting of the Highcliffe Society. 
Amongst other tilings, I read that a system of teaching handbell 
ringing was employed which has many novel features. As one of 
many ringers who are, I hope, trying to teach beginners even in 
these difficult times, I would like to ask the members of the High­
cliffe Society if they could explain their new methods, in order that 
other ringers may profit by their experience.

I should also like to remind 4 Numskull ’ #tliat the reason for the 
apathy which he complains of is not merely a lack of 'enthusiasm 011 
the part of the ringers, but rather a lack of ringers. Now that so 
many men liave been called up. it is very difficult, and sometimes 
impossible, to get together a band capable of ringing even Grandsire 
or Plain Bob. As an example, I would tell him that I am now the 
only member of what was a very keen and flourishing band now 
remaining.

Nearly all ringers would agree that once a man is 1 bitten ’ by 
ringing there is 110 fear that lie will lose his keenness, and I believe 
that there are enough keen ringers to carry the Exercise through the 
severest tests, and to come out victorious. ‘ YOUNG RINGER.’

Beechcroft, Sundridge. Kent.

E R IN  D O U B L E S .
THE EXTENT NOT POSSIBLE.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—One hundred and twenty changes cannot be obtained in 

Erin Doubles for the simple reason the work forbids. There are ten 
combinations of any three bells in front with any two remaining over 
and dodging behind. Each of these combinations contain six per­
mutations or changes. Therefore, only 60 changes' can be produced 
because of the particular work, and this with th£ aid of two normal 
Stedman singles. Any bobbing in front would ruin the method.

One hundred and twenty changes of Stedman Doubles can be pro­
duced because, in addition to the two singles, the work of slow and 
quick sixes is equivalent to bob work in Erin Doubles, which, if applied 
to the latter, would utterly ruin it. F. A. YORKE, Major, R.A.

Somewhere in England.

AN AMENDED SINGLE.
Dear Sir,—May I trespass on your space to offer an improved single 

for use in the extents of Erin Doubles which I forwarded. I trust 
it will be more acceptable, as it only affects the work of two bells.

As will be seen, the substitution of the improved single causes the 
order of sixes 10 to 20 of the extent published on the 14th ult. to 
be changed to 10, 15, 16, 17, 18, 11, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20.

21435
12453
14235
41253
42135
24153

24513 
>/ 42531

etc. C. KENNETH LEWIS.

A  N E W  M A J O R  M E T H O D .
A SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENT TO DUFFIELD.

. To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—It is well known that, contrary to Sir Percival Heywood’s 

hopes and expectations, ‘ Duffield ’ has never become popular amongst 
the ringing fraternity. It may be that one reason for this is that 
it is too simple, or, again, that the dodging at lead is considered to 
be less musical than if it were in 5.6.

I venture to enclose the course of a method which, in my opinion, 
is an improvement. It is still, of course, very simple, but the work 
in the front, which takes the place of that in Duffield ’ in the middle 
places, is rather more interesting than plain hunting, and the dodging 
is transferred from 1.2 to 5.6, tlius improving the music, and making 
all dodging and bobs exactly like Stedman.

important, for short touches. JAMES P.
Baildon, Yorks.
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
THE SCIENCE OF RINGING.

Last week we gave Bulwer’s suggested rules for 
methods. The interesting thing about these suggested rules 
is that all, except, perhaps, the last, were laid down 
from the standpoint of the composer of peals. No thought 
seems to have been given to the actual ringer in the 
belfry, and this attitude is common to almost all the 
opinions expressed by authorities at the time and later. 
Davies went much further. To him the one important 
thing was that the regular succession of the nature of 
the rows should never be broken. That was the funda­
mental law of method construction, and in comparison 
with it nothing else mattered very much. It seems to us 
now a totally untenable position, but it is very remark­
able how many well informed men did share his views, 
if n<* to the full extent. Heywood laid down the axiom 
that every bell that can must move, and he also expressed 
the opinion that places made together are a defect. This 
opinion was adopted by a number of people, and is still 
held by some. There seems to have been an idea, 
more or less definitely held, that places are a necessary 
evi^ there must be some of them, but the fewer there 
are and the more they are hidden up, the better.

Older men will remember the keen and long-drawn-out 
controversy which followed Bulwer’s action. It lasted 
for years, and in the end the Exercise accepted three 
general principles for method construction. The first is 
that no bell may strike more than two consecutive blows 
in any one position, the second that the lead of a method 
must be symmetrical, and the third that the lead ends 
should be what are known as Bob Maj6r lead ends. All 
three, and especially the two last, were strongly opposed, 
but nobody to-day is likely to challenge them.

In all these arguments and controversies men looked 
on a method solely as a means of producing changes, and 
that, of course, is one of its most important uses. But 
it is not the only one and, as we strongly urge, an equally 
and perhaps more important use, is to provide ‘ work ’ 
for the individual ringer. v

The fundamental defect, of Heywood and the other 
authorities was that they attempted to lay down rules and 
to set up standards for the art and science of change 
ringing before they understood what the art and science 
essentially are. Few people even now understand. That 
is nothing to their discredit, but we shall very much 
better understand method construction if we know some­
thing about how change ringing actually came about, 
and what was the root idea which produced it and de­
veloped it.

Change ringing was not the invention of some mathe­
matical genius who sat down with pencil and paper to 
work out an elaborate scheme of producing the permuta­
tions of figures' according to scientific rules. It might 
conceivably have been so invented, but actually it was 
not. It appeared in the belfry among the practical 
ringers, and we may safely say that -the real birth of 
change ringing was wrhen, after having been used for 
years to good round ringing, men began to say to each 
other all over the country, ‘ Let’s have some variety. 
Change places with me.’ The idea of the movement of 
the individual bell among the others is the fundamental 
idea. W e know from Duckworth’s Tintinnalogia that 
this idea of movement was the original idea, and we 
know from our personal experience that it remains the

most important idea, however much we may forget it 
when we sit down with pencil and paper to compose' 
peals or construct methods. Is it not remarkable and 
significant how a man identifies htmself with the bell he 
is ringing? He says, ‘ I was in 5-6,’ or 1 I should have 
gone down to lead.’ Not, ‘ I was striking my bell in 
5-6.' Notice also how almost every technical term we use 
in the belfry implies movement and little else. Hunting, 
dodging, bob, course, lead— you can go through the lot; 
they are all alike in this respect.

W e have compared the work in a peal to a walking 
tour across country, and we showed how we react to 
similar conditions in both cases. But the analogy must 
hot be pushed too far. When we are on a walking toin- 
we can go within limits, pretty much where we like, but 
when we are ringing, our movement is restricted by cer­
tain definite conditions which are inherent in the nature 
of the case. The movement in change ringing is not the 
movement of a physical object in space and time, but 
the movement of an abstract entify among other similar 
entities. This, no doubt, sounds very dreadful, but the 
idea is really a very simple one. Our. object in mention­
ing it is to point out that given a definite number of bells 
in a row and the intention to alter their relative positions 
by moving them among each other, what we can do 
and what we cannot do, depend on an exact self-con­
tained science, in just the same way that, given the idea 
of a point and a line, the whole of geometry follows as 
a logical science. Change ringing' and geometry are, in 
fact, two kindred sciences. *

W e  do not intend to develop this thought further or to 
try to explain the nature of the science of change ring­
ing. It is an intensely interesting study for those who 
like that sort of thing, but obviously they are not many. 
Wbat we want to point out is that the only justification 
of any genera^ law of method construction is in the fact 
that it is implied by the nature of the science. That and 
that alone is the justification for the general rules of 
symmetry and Bob Major lead ends.

W e will next consider some of the rules which people 
have tried from time to time to lay down. First there 
is the rule that no bell^should strike more than two con­
secutive blows in any one position. Is that implied by 
the fundamental nature of the science? Not absolutely, 
though the principle on which it is based is so implied. 
For if a bell lies’ for any length of time in one position 
it may contravene the root idea of movement. But place 
making, as we shall see presently, is a part of move­
ment, and movement may take the form of a succession 
of places in the same position. Thus the long fourths it 
the bob in Treble Bob, and the long thirds at the single 
in Grandsire, are each really three distinct places, and so 
can be justified. So, too, can the four blows behind in 
Bob Triples. Nevertheless, the Exercise has come to the 
conclusion that while there are sufficient reasons for 
allowing such a thing at calls, there is none for allowing 
it in the plain course of a method. The'distinction is 
based on purely practical grounds.

DAMAGE TO HISTORIC BUILDINGS.
Steps are being taken by the Ministry of Works to secure the proper 

treatment of churches and other historic buildings damaged in air 
raids. Selected local architects with special knowledge of the historic 
buildings in their district have been chosen, in consultation with 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, to assist and advise local 
authorities before and during the work of demolition and removal 
o f  debris.
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WHAT IS A GOOD SURPRISE METHOD ?
MUSIC AND PL^lCE MAKING.

To the Editor.
Dear Sit,—I was glad to  read Mr. Woolley’s letter. The views of 

men of his standing were what many of us were hoping to see. I 
agree with him in most’ of the points he raises, although, perhaps, 
not in all.

In a previous letter I suggested that one of the points of a good 
methdd was that bells should not occupy a position for too pro­
longed a period. By that I meant that when dodging behind they 
should certainly do so long enough to bring out the music, but how 
long that should be is, perhaps, a matter of opinion. Two or three 
dodges, I should say, is good; four, probably, rather too long.
• For the purpose of comparison between various methods, it doesn’t 

seem to matter very much whether one considers the tenors divided 
when two or more or when three or more bells come between. In 
the majority of cases the relative result would be much the same, 
although not necessarily always so.

Mr. Woolley confines his remarks regarding 4 back-lianders ’ (perhaps 
a crude, but still an expressive  ̂ term) to those at the front of the 
change. I am not so much concerned with these. The idea that 
they may be more difficult to strike is of no importance; they are, 
of course, no more difficult than backstroke leads when bells are 
dodging. But when they come at the back, as they must in due 
course, they do interrupt the rhythm of the changes and so interfere 
with the music. Changes are rung in pairs, or should be. In a 
sense they are couplets, and in a verse of poetry we may begin a 
line with any word we please, but it is very important how we end 
it. When back-stroke places are made behind, the couplet is broken, 
the expected rhyme or sequence does not come, and the ear experiences 
a sense of something lacking. I can quite see, however, that there 
may be genuine disagreement on this point, just as there is on the 
question of the merits, or otherwise, of modern music. Being a lover 
of Mozart and Beethoven, perhaps I am a bit old-fashioned. If so, 
I am still unrepentant. However, I am at one with Mr. Woolley 
on the merits of Bristol, although even the sun has spots, and I 
generally endorse his criticism of the opinions of the Rev. C. D. P. 
Davies on Major, who, for some reason or other, failed utterly to 
appreciate its beauties.

That Bedford is a metlidti on the ‘ lengthening-lead ’ plai\ is an 
obvious advantage. I must confess that I had overlooked this, having 
gone no further in my consideration of it than the plain course. When 
short touches are desired, this is an extremely useful quality, and the 
method certainly deserves a good many extra points for this. I 
thank Mr. Woolley for pointing it out.

As regards classification, I was not aware that it had been decided 
that the whole pulls where the treble leads and lies do not constitute
* cross-sections.’ This was not the opinion of the author (or the 

.reviser) of * Standard Methods.' But in any case a^nere question of 
classification has nothing to do with the merits of a method, and 
the deduction of 5 points onxthis account is a minor detail.

May I say how grateful we are for the very interesting series of 
articles with which you are favouring us on this question? We shall 
look forward with appreciation to as manv more as you feel disposed 
to give us. JAMES F. HARVEY.

Bail don, Yorks. ------------  ♦
O L D  R I N G E R S ’ R I V A L R Y .

NORWICH VERSUS AYLSHAM.
Mr. Charles E. Borrett continues to send us most interesting extracts 

from the old Norwich newspaper. Here is one which shoula be read 
in connection with the controversy over the first peals of Stedman, of 
which an account appeared some few months ago in our columns. 
Thomas Melchior published a retort, in which he said that the Norwich 
men did not believe that the Aylsliam men liad ever rung a peal of 
Grandsire Triples. The peal at St. Margaret’s, Leicester, referred to 
was rung in February, 1730, ‘ in 3 hours 6 minutes and 27 seconds, to 
the great- satisfaction of all the hearers.*

' Norwich Gazette,’ November 6th, 1731.
* Norfolk, Aylesham. This is to inform all those who are lovers of 

the Art of Ringing, That we whose Names are bere-under written, 
the Society of Ringers in the said Town of Aylesham, did on Monday, 
the 1st of November instant, ring the Peal of Grandsire Triples, 
containing 5,040 changes, in the Space of 3 Hours and 11 Minutes, 
which was never known to be done in so short a Time but by the 
above-mentioned Company, once by the Leicester Scholars only ex­
cepted, and whereas it lias been inserted in the Newspapers That the 
Company of Ringers belonging to the Parish of St. Peter’s of Man- 
croft in the City of Norwich, did lately ring the Peal of Stedman’s 
Triples: we the Company above-mentioned, and whose Names are here 
under-written, take Leave to tell them, that we do not believe they 
did or can prick or ring the said Peal to Truth, notwithstanding 
their several Pretensions, tjiey having often contradicted themselves 
in pricking the same.

John Amyas, jun. Treble, Ralph Spurrell 2nd, William Wesly 3rd, 
Robert Lubbock 4th, Robert Scott 5th, Edward Barnes Uth, Thomas 
Spurrell 7th, Jonathan Ulph Tenor.’*

DESTRUCTION OF CHURCHES & HISTORIC BUILDINGS.
A NATIONAL RECORD.

The tragic destruction and mutilation of churches and other historic 
buildings by enemy action, in ancient cities like London, Bristol and 
Coventry, as well as in the countryside, have had one immediate 
sequel. At the-in vit at ion of the Royal Institute of British Architects 
a conference was held on November 18th - to initiate a scheme for the 
compilation of full graphic, photographic and other records of build­
ings of merit, whatever their date, which have been damaged or are 
in outstanding danger of damage by warfare.’ As a result the 
National Buildings Record has been formed under a council.

The work of tne National Buildings Record will be threefold t (1) 
The compilation of a central index of records for purposes of refer­
ence, and the avoidance of duplication; This index is already in being, 
thanks to the Architectural Graphic Records Committee, but contains 
a* yet only a tithe' of the material existing throughout the country; 
(2) the supplementing of these records by adequate surveys where 
records are non-existent or incomplete; (3) the record of damage to 
buildings and of evidence of history or construction which such damage 
often discloses.

The urgency of the task which has been undertaken has been 
recognised by the Government, and the Minister of Works and Build­
ings has promised the full co-operation of his department.

THE FIRST PEAL OF FORWARD MAXIMUS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I saw it was claimed in your columns a few weeks ago 
that Mr. John Carter had called the first peal of Forward Maximus m 
1899. This was incorrect, as the following is an account of the first 
peal in the method on 12 bells and which was rung at St. Martin’s, 
Birmingham, 5,040 changes, on Tuesday, January 13th, 1903, in 3 hours 
and 42 minutes: *Thomas Pigott 1, *John Jaggar 2, Tom Miller 3 ,' 
•Charles Dickens 4, William H. Barber 5, Thomas Reynolds 6, *A. J. 
Hughes 7, *  Albert Walker 8, *A. Paddon Smith 9, *Joseph Pigott 10, 
*Janics E. Groves 11, Arthur E. Peglar tenor. Composed by John 
Carter and conducted by W. H. Barber. First peal rung in this 
method on 12 bells and was rung at the first attempt. * First peal 
of Maximus, eight of them and almost a record in that respect.

Mr. John Carter later provided a marblette tablet for this peal.
I don’t think many of them have rung a peal in the method since 

owing to the monotony and similarity of the work throughout, though 
it is certainly musicjfl. ” C. L. ROUTLEDGE.

62, Jesmond Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

A R E  R I N G E R S  A P A T H E T I C  ?
To the Bditor.

Dear Sir,—There are one or two statements in the letter signed 
‘ Numskull ’ which seem to call for a reply—that is if a numskull is 
worth replying to. He writes about the Dan on ringing, and appears 
to forget that there are circumstances possible when orders will be 
given for the hells to be rung. What would happen if this contingency 
arose and it was found that the clappers of the bells liad been removed 
or securely tied up? I suggest that the person or persons responsible 
would be in danger of being locked up as fifth columnists, with per­
haps somewhat grim results. Much as I regret the imposition of the 
ban, I cannot help feeling that it  would be wrong to do anything to 

.put the bells out of action. Nobody would think -of interfering with 
a weapon of war to make it fit to play with, and whilst the ban is on 
our bells are instruments of war. (Perhaps tins is why so many 
churches are being destroyed, but that is another matter!)

I would also point out to Numskull that the winter months have 
hardly been suitable, especially in London and other big towns, for 
activities which must be confined to the evening time—he may find 
that during the summer months matters will, in this ’respect, improve.

--------------- C. T. COLES.
ODD S T R U C K  B E L L S .

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—You ask us to write letters about side issues. Here is 

one that may interest somfe of your readers.
Which is the easier and more comfortable to ring; a bell slow at 

backstroke and quick at hand, or a bell slow at liandstroke and 
quick at back?

I have heard at times the most opposite answers to this question. 
Some people say that a bell can be controlled much better at back­
stroke, and, therefore, provided the handstroke pull is made properly, 
there should be no difficulty in putting in its right place any bell 
slow at back, no matter how slow it is. Other people say that the 
open lead helps you when you are ringing a bell slow at handstroke 
and badly hampers you when you are ringing a bell slow at back­
stroke. Both sides ciaim famous tenor men as holding their views.

Is it possible to correct an odd struck bell without calling in a 
bell founder? It is usually said that, when a bell is lmng by cannons 
on a wooden stock, what you must do is to slacken the hangings on one 
side and tighten them on the other. Which side must be tightened? 
And what do you do when the bell is bolted through the crown to an 
iron stock ? Call in the bell founder, I suppose.

If a bell is rung with the clapper on the wrong side, what effect 
has that on the oddity of the striking? And would such a thing be 
likely to injure the bell? E. C. S, TURNER.
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HERTFORD CO UNTY ASSOCIATION.— St. Albans 
District.— The next meeting will be held at St. Albans 
Abbey, on Saturday, March 8th. Bells with a new kind 
of apparatus available from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. Tea at 
McMeekans at 4 . 15 . Business meeting in the tower at 
^ 1 5 . ^Further ringing on handbells and tower bells 6.30 
onwards. Come and try something new in ‘ silent ’ 
tower bells.— Harold J. Hazell, Dis. Sec., 15, King’s 
Hill Avenue, St. Albans.

GLOUCESTER .AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— A quarterly meeting 
will be held at the Haymarket Hotel (opposite St. James- 
in-the-Horsefair), on Saturday, March 8th. Handbells 
2.45 p.m. Tea and meeting 4 p.m.— A. Tyler, Hon. Sec., 
5, Addison Road, Victoria Park, Bristol, 3.

YORKSH IRE ASSOCIATION.— Western Division.—  
The annual district meeting will be held at Guiseley on 
Saturday, March 8th. Handbells available in Parish Hall 
from 1.30. Ramble arranged to commence 3 o ’clock. 
Tea at approximately 5 p.m. Business meeting at 
approximately 6 o ’clock. Election of officers, etc. 
Annual reports now available.— F. Rayment, Dis. Sec., 
Bramley.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Felkirk on Saturday, March 8th. 
Handbells available at 2.30 p.m. Tea at 5 p.m. Six 
silent tower bells will also be available if required. All 
are welcome.— D. Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, Chapel Street, 
Shaftonv near Barnsley.

SURREY ASSOCIATION.— North-Western District. 
— The annual district meeting will be held at Leatherhead 
on Saturday, March 15th. Bells available at Parish 
Church in afternoon if required. Service 4 p.m. Tea at 
the Duke’s Head at 5 p.m., followed by business meeting. 
Handbells, etc., available afterwards. Names for tea 
must be sent to Mr. Arthur Dean, 24, Church W alk, 
Leatherhead, by Tuesday, March n th .— G. W . Massey, 
Hon. Dis. Sec.

N O RW ICH  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— Welcome 
to Hethersett, March 15th. Six tower bells from 3 p.m. 
and handbells in church. Service 4.15. Tea 4.45 at the 
King’s Head, followed by business meeting and more 
handbells. Reports to hand. Subscriptions gladly re­
ceived.— F. Nolan Golden, Sec., Brabazon Road, Nor­
wich.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSO C IATIO N .—  
Swindon Branch.^Quarterly meeting and handbells at 
Rodbourne Cheney Sunday School (opposite Church) on 
Saturday, March 15th, 6 to 8 p.m. —  W . B. Kynaston, 
37, Vicarage Road, Swindon, Wilts.

SURREY ASSOCIATION.— Southern District.— The 
annual district, meeting will be held at The Cottage, Oak­
way, Reigate, at 5 p.m. on March 15th.— A. T. Shelton, 
Hon. Sec. -•

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— A district meeting will be 
held at Little Clacton on Saturday, March 15th. Hand­
bell ringing at the Vicarage (opposite church) 2.30 p.m. 
Service 4.30 p.m. Tea at Blacksmith’ s Arms 5.15  p.m. 
Business meeting and more ringing at the Vicarage after­
wards. Names for tea by Tuesday, March n th , please. 
Neighbouring friends in Suffolk are cordially invited. 
There is a good bus service from Ipswich and Colchester 
passing the church, but visitors coming by car must get 
a permit before entering the coastal defence area.— Leslie 
Wright, Hon. Dis. Sec., Lower Barn Farm, Dedham.

DUDLEY AND DISTRICT GUILD. —  The annual 
meeting will be 'held at Dudley on March 15th. Service 
at 4.15, followed by unveiling of a peal board for the 
late secretary, Mr. H. Sheppard. Business meeting 
after. No arrangements can be made for tea. —  John 
Goodman, Hon. Sec., 45, Holcroft Street, Burnt Tree, 
Tipton.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTH S. —  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, March 15th. 
Members will meet at the ‘ Two Brewers,’ Shoe Lane,
E.C .4, at 2.30. Business meeting and handbells at 15, 
Farringdon Avenue, at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., 
Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TION-— Northern Branch.— Meeting for practice, Brier- 
ley Hill (d . v . ) ,  Saturday, March 15th, 3 p.m. Tea 5 
p.m. Social evening to follow.— Bernard C. Ashford, 
Sec., 9, Bowling. Green Road, Stourbridge.

O X FO R D  DIOCESAN GUILD.— The annual general 
committee meeting will be held in Reading (D .V.) on 
Saturday, March 22nd, at the Central Girls’ Club, 29, 
Chain Street (opposite St. Mary’s Church House), at
3.15 p.m. It is hoped that all branches will be -repre­
sented.— Richard T. Hibbert, Gen. Sec., 69, Ycftk Road, 
Reading.

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. —  Biggleswade 
District.— A meeting will be held at Henlow on Satur­
day, March 22nd. Bells (6, silent), also handbells, avail­
able, commencing at 3 f>.m. Tea at 5 . W ill those re­
quiring tea please write Mr. L. Bywaters, 12, New 
Town^ Henlow, Beds? —  C. J. Ball, 25, Tempsford 
Road, Sandy; Beds.

M ID D LE SE X  COUNTY ASSOCIATION AN D LON­
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— North and East District.—  
The annual district meeting will be held at Kilburn on 
Saturday, March 29th. Further details will be announced 
later.— T . J. Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec.

H E R TS ASSOCIATION.— Meeting, Saturday, March 
29th, at Guides Studio, Falconer Road, Bushey, at 3 .45. 
Handbells. Social chat. Comfortable room. Tea ar­
ranged. A welcome to all interested in ringing, whether 
handbell ringers or not. Call in and see. Bus service 
close handy. —  C. H. Horton, 53, Aldenham Road, 
Bushey.

W O R C ESTER SH IR E AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TION*— Annual Meeting. Preliminary Notice. —  The 
annual meeting will be held ( d . v . )  at Worcester on Sat­
urday afternoon, May 17th. Resolutions for the agenda 
should reach me by Saturday, April 19th (Rule 10) . Tea 
will be arranged,'if possible, but only for those whose 
names are given to the branch or ̂  general secretaries at 
least ten days before the meeting. Will members please 
note, as the committee have decided to strictly enforce 
this?— J. D. Johnson, Gen. Sec.
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  F R E E  

f ro m  th e
R e v. E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V ic a r a g e , D a v e n t r y

d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I . (Odd-Bell Treble

Dominated Methods) ..........................  ..................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b )......................................................................... 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section HI. (Double Norwich) ... 9  

CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE W ITH S.P.A.B..............................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ... ... . ,..................... ................ . ................. . ........... 1 j
METHOD SHEETS.— Stedman and Grandsire Triples ........... 3

Cambridge Surprise Major ..................  St
Double Norwich and Cambridge Coiyt 3
Bristol Surprise Major ........................ . 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ................... 2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ..........................................  1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ................................................................................................ 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treat* Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charte, etc.

' STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
* STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof ana composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages. 
‘ SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams,°126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from 
Miss MARGARET E, SNOWDON 
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s t o n , L a n c s

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
• GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6$d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I, Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7$d. each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL. a

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing1 and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob ana Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:—  Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 /2  (6 copies for 6 / - ) .
O b tain able  on ly  p o st fre e  fro m  Rev.' E. 8 . POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n ' Vloaratf e, n ear D a v e n tr y

THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
N 0 TID  FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
E st. 1 8 2 0  —  Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Lt d .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O roer y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rices  in cre a se , 
p r e -w a r  q u a lity , and sen d  us y o u r  old  Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ils t  n o t  in use .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S
■---------  ----------------

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BE IL  IRKSTABD g s &  in Solid Silver

Diameter 2}in 2iin, 3iin. 3iin. 4 in. <Jin. Sin. Siin 
Price 1 8 /«  2 2 /8  2 8 /6  3 3 /8  42/• 5 2 /8  8 7 /8  7 8 /8

The 5in. size is also made to hold SO cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E . R U S S E L L  and Optioian
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SM IT H  o f  DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

• Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  & S on s, M idland C lock W ork s, 

D erby, Ltd.
H ead Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd.. Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildings, London, E.C.4.
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GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON L“
CROYDON

Founders of the 
H EA V IEST BELLS

Cast in .England 

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

in
CANADA 

S. AFRICA 
NEW ZEALAND

Telephone 
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

RECONSTRUCTION AND BELL TOWERS
One result of the grievous and widespread destruction 

of buildings is that persons in authority are taking steps 
to compile full graphic, photographic and other records 
of buildings of merit which have been damaged or are in 
outstanding danger of being damaged by warfare. 
Destruction, unfortunately, there has been and will be, 
but some attempt is being made to ensure that we and 
future generations shall not wholly lose the example and 
the inspiration of the work of men of past ages.

For the moment we are_ chiefly and strenuously con­
cerned with the things of the present; shortly we shall be 
most urgently concerned with the things of the future; 
and it would almost seem that these are no times for us 
to concern ourselves about the things of the past. Yet 
the wise man knows without a peradventure that our 
future both as a nation and as a Church depends very 
largely on the extent to which we can preserve, in the 
changing conditions that are coming, the great things 
and the great ideas which have come down to us from 
the past.

To some the destruction of houses and churches appears 
as a most excellent opportunity of replacing them by 
buildings better and more worthy. And so it is. Much 
that has been destroyed was bad and we need not regret 
it. It is only the best whose loss wte deplore and whose 
memory we wish to preserve.

As ringers we are particularly interested in the new 
ideas of*building and architecture which may arise in the 
reconstruction period after the war. Our art depends on 
the existence of bells, and bells are useless unless there 
are suitable towers and steeples in which they can be 
hung. Throughout the long history of the Church from 
the earliest times the styles of architecture in which 
churches were built have varied enormously, but a steeple 
which could contain bells has always been considered as 
an essential feature of a complete church, though oft- 
times it was omitted for want of funds. • Of late years 
there has been a distinct tendency towards a style of 
architecture which has no place for bell-carrying steeples. 
The nineteenth century architects built many churches 
with steeples too flimsy to hold ringing peals, but at least 
they pretended to be bell towers. Modern architects to a 
large extent have dropped even- the pretence. There is a 
real fear that in the church building of the future no pro­
vision will be made for bells, and therefore anything 
which, like the new survey and record, tends to maintain 

| continuity with the ideas of the past is to be welcomed.
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most important ClocKs 

in the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E ST O R E D .

'THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS/
B a n k f le ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

And a t  9 ,  A delphi C h a m b e r * , S h a k e s p e a r e  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

an d  9 6 ,  C a rv e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o r h e a d , S h effie ld . '

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration, 
get. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M A R KE D  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G IL T  OR W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/- 
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge. *

GEO. STACEY, "StZ. «
6, PARK ST., MINEHIAO, SOMERSET

M ETHOD SPLICIN G
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
‘ METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from * The Ringing World ' Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKING.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer ,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh. St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

HANDBELL PEAL.
AYLSHAM, NORFOLK.

THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Sunday, March 9% 1941, in Two Hours and I en Minutes,

A t  4 ,  F a i r l b i g h  T e r r a c e ,

A P E A L  OF BOB NMNOR, 6040 C H A N G ES;
Being seven 720’s called differently. Tenor 6ize 16 in B.
A l b e r t  R o u g h t ....................  1-2 | Jack  N. A .  P u m p h r e y  . . .  3-4

W alter  C. M bdlbr ..........  5-6
Conducted by W. C. M b d l b r .

S IL E N T  A P P A R A T U S .
AS USED AT ST. LAWRENCE JEWRY.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I have followed with attention the correspondence in 

your columns 011 the above subject, but have not yet seen any sug­
gestion which might give a lead to the would-be constructor.

The ideal apparatus is such that when the tower bells are rung 
with clappers fixed, a set of gongs corresponding to them sound in the 
ringing chamber and reproduce in miniature the blows the bells 
would have made if the clappers had been free. As far as I can 
■ascertain, this has never yet been realised, but a fair compromise is 
possible.

The first requisite is the necessity for the signals given by the 
apparatus to synchronise with the blows of the bells (if open). It is 
fairly obvious that this cannot be attained by having contacts or 
triggers in fixed positions on the wheels or stocks, if one stops to 
consider the moment the clapper strikes the bell when at different 
heights.

Whether the arc the bell swings over is 90 degrees or 360 degrees, 
the clapper will strike it at the top of its swing. Consequently if the 
contacts are correct for a certain arc, they will not be so if the arc 
be greater or less, and, if less, they will ‘ miss ’ altogether. In 
change ringing the bells seldom fall lower than an arc of Z40 degrees 
or 30 degrees above the frame either way, and it may be thought 
that if the contacts are placed so that they operate at this point, all 
will be well, but this is not so.

The signal given is too soon for bells rung to a set pull, the effect 
in change ringing being this. I11 rounds the bells shake down ’ 
more or less into a beat, as all are swinging regularly and get their 
signals equally early. But in changes it is not possible to make one’s 
bell strike quicker by * holding it down ’ or slower by ‘ pushing it 
higher.’ A Small bell may be ‘ driven * to strike in time, but with 
any weight at all it is really hard work pulling it about. This is the- 
chief fault with the Seage and similar apparatus, it made ‘ work ’ 
for the heavy end.

Th§ ideal could be realised if the clapper itself or some * gadget * 
to reproduce the motion of the clamper could be made to operate the 
contacts or triggers. If done electrically either flexible connections or 
rubbing contacts would be required between the moving parts and 
the device operating the gong, wliiflh, by the way, must have more
* kick ’ than the ordinary jingle stroke bell movement, which does 
not give that firm blow required if the sound is not to be overpowered 
by the noise of the ropes moving in the slides. For this Solenoids 
specially wound would be required. At the present time electrical 
equipment is difficult to obtain, and the cost of the Solenoids alone 
would make it prohibitive to most towers. If done mechanically then 
again the precision work required would be costly, although C|uite 
possible. In addition, I am assured by practical people in bell circles 
that complicated apparatus would not be used, simply because it 
would not be kept in order. I11 fact, the simpler it is the greater 
the chance of adoption.

Although far from perfect, I will endeavour to describe the con­
trivance which had a fair measure of success at St. Lawrence Jewry:—

A set of eight handbells was clamped between battens fixed in the 
chiming rack, each bell having alongside it a hammer operated by 
a one-way trigger. From the bells in the tower waxed liemp cords 
were led through the pulleys and holes normally occupied by the 
chiming ropes and attached to the eight triggerg respectively. The 
upper ends of the cords wero anchored to the gudgeons (or bosses) 
of the bells by means of metal collars and swing loops. The object 
of the arrangement was to obtain a fall and rise of about 4in. for 
the cords operating the triggers, and where this was insufficient the 
diameter of the gudgeon was built up by a hardwood block to the 
required size. The upper ends of the cords terminated with spring 
hooks which could be quickly disengaged from the loops if  necessary. 
The effect was that js  the bell turned from hand or back or vice 
versa the cord was lowered and raised, operating the trigger, which 
missed on the down stroke and struck on the up stroke. Piano 
wire springs />n the triggers held the cords in tension, and adjustments 
could be made as to length of cord by loops and thumbscrews, and 
as to timing by levers of variable length.

The whole arrangement was extremely simple and cheap, and its 
chief recommendation that all adjustments could be made in the 
ringing chamber. To some extent it had the faults mentioned earlier, 
but these could be modified by the adjustments possible. Finally 
there was nothing to get out of order. E. MURRELL.
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A BOURNEMOUTH APPARATUS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Many years ego Seage’s apparatus was installed in the 
tower of St. Peter’s, Bournemouth. I am given to understand by 
those who used it that it was anything but reliable and by reason of 
the strain placed upon the copper wire used, breakages were frequent. 
About 1920 the apparatus was dismantled, although the bells fixed in 
the ringing chamlber remain.

I have successfully fixed up the tenor bell with an electrical device 
which will operate the gong in the chamber, using the slide as a
* make and break * contact. Further development in the idea to 
embrace the whole peal has not been proceeded with for several 
reasons. In the first place, I do not think enough ringers would 
climb our tower to ring ‘ dumb bells,’ and to practise in this way 
would mean the tying of all the clappers ‘ or removing them.’ Hdw, 
then, could we say the bells are ready for use by the authorities 
should the necessity arise. One could nip aloft and release the clappers 
of one or two bells, but it would not be an easy task or a very 
safe one, with inexperienced would-be ringers knocking about.

I demonstrated my apparatus to three or four Bournemouth ringers, 
who voted it good, but doubted if it would attract a regular band 
for ringing. Could I be assured of this I would complete the job 
and risk the alarm bell business by using our sacring bell for the 
purpose. As it is, I propose leaving it until after the war, when in 
all probability we shall be glad of such an apparatus for practice 
purposes. I would send details of my apparatus to anyone interested.

Touching on one other subject, I do hope our officials have not lost 
eight of the vigilance necessary in post-war days to ensure that 
damaged rings of bells are replaced by hanging new bells and not by 
‘ gramophone ’ bells. We must be ready to ward off a new offensive 
by the ‘ ersatz ’ bell advocates when peace comes.

ARTHUR V. DAVIS, Captain of Ringers, St. Peter’s.
116, Alma Road, Bournemouth.

D U F F IE L D .
ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST PEAL OF MAXIMUS.

Next Monday is the fiftieth anniversary of the first peal of Duffield 
Maximus, rung on March 17th, 1891, at St. Martin’s, Birmingham.

The band was made up of members of the Society of St. Martin’s 
Youths, with two from Burton-on-Trent, Mr. Joseph Griffin, who rang 
the seventh, and William Wakley, who rang the tenor. A. P. Hey­
wood rang the sixth and conducted.

When the peal was published it was claimed that ‘ with the excep­
tion of the Double Norwich rung in 1817, it is the only peal of 
Maximus in any but the common methods.’ It is, however, a little 
doubtful if the claim was a sound one. The Real Double Bob Maximus 
rung by the College Youths in 1784, and the Cumberland Treble Bob 
Maximus rung by the Cumberlands in 1795 can hardly be called
* common ’ methods, unless the last was really Kent Treble Bob.

In introducing Duffield, Heywood set himself to supply a want 
which, as he pointed out, was badly needed. There had lately been 
in his time a great advance in Major ringing, but on ten and twelve 
bells Treble Bob was the only method practised, and this'lack of 
advancement was, he thought, due solely to the want of suitable 
Roval and Maximus methods.

He surveyed the whole situation, and as he said, ‘ followed a strictly 
consecutive line of argument, and showed how that which was sought 
was obtained, namely a more convenient and musical 'method than 
Treble Bob, applicable to all even numbers of bells from eight up­
wards; a result which, he trusted, may have, in time, the effect of 
stirring up progress in ten and twelve-bell ringing, for with this new 
method, whether as Major, Royal or Maximus, 'in simplicity, adapta­
bility and musical properties, he unhesitatingly challenged comparison.* 
He was ‘ further bold enough to believe that, as in Stedman is found 
the perfection of odd-bell ringing, so in this new method will be found 
the most musical and adaptable even-bell system possible of attain­
ment.*

The book Heywood published on Duffield is one of the best written 
of all the ringing text books; the arguments and explanations in it 
are excellent and clearly stated; Heywood seemed to have completely 
proved his case. And yet the method was a failure from the start. 
A few peals of Major have been rung at odd times away from the 
place of its birth and its name, fewer of Royal, and, we believe, no 
more than two of Maximus.

What is the reason? Partly it is conservatism, for Duffield stands 
outside the traditions which find expression in the standard methods; 
but chiefly it is because the method is monotonous—monotonous both 
to ring and to listen to. So far, however, as ten-bell ringing, and 
especially twelve-bell ringing, are concerned, it deserves a little more 
attention than it has received.

r.ioVs *COLLEGE YO U TH S’
A  H istory  of the Society

5/6 (port free) from

‘ THE RINGING WORLD’ LOWER PVRFORD ROAD 
WOKING, SURREY.

FAMOUS NORWICH RINGERS.
4.—CHARLES PAYNE.

Tlien I went to Norwich where the dons do dwell.
Some of the ringers I knew very well.
There was Hurry, he railed against Thurston and Payne,
And swore he would never ring with them again.

So runs the old Norfolk ballad written by ‘ The Rambling Ringer
Charles Payne, who in after years was chief labourer to Samuel 

Thurston, was born at Bio' Norton in the year 1791. There were five 
bells at the parish church, and on them he learnt to ring. The 
Rambling Ringer says that—

Then I went to Bio’ Norton and there rang on five, .
With some good men as any alive,
They were lovers of ringing as well as good beer,
And to practise their art they went far and near.

At the neighbouring tower of Garboldisliam there was a fing of six 
and for many years a very enthusiastic and skilful band. Here Payne 
learnt Minor, and here he rang his first peal, one of Oxford Treble 
Bob Minor, in 1821. Three of his brothers were in the band. James 
Chinery, a native of Bio’ Norton, told Samuel Slater that he remem­
bered all these Paynes. John Payne was a jobbing gardener and 
Thomas was parish clerk. He and a man named John Andrews 
taught four men to ring, for as the saying goes, ‘ They Paynes were 
getting old and wanted to teach some young men before they died. 
Tom Payne used to assist Andrews in his hay trussing, and one day 
when he was an old man, going to work, he fell down dead.

About the year 1821 Charles Payne left Bio’ Norton and went and 
lived at Norwich, where he joined the Norwich Scholars. He became 
a close companion of Samuel Thurston, and rang in all his best peals, 
including Double Oxford Bob Major, Double Norwich, Superlative and 
London Surprise. .

Thurston was employed as a stonemason at Norwich Cathedral, 
and Payne was in the band that rang the bells there for the last time.

On one occasion the Norwich Scholars went on a long ringing tour, 
but before it elided their finances went wrong and they had to sell 
or pawn their watches and part of their clothing to raise enough 
money to take them home, where they arrived in a state of destitu­
tion. Mr. Samuel Slater thought this was the occasion on which 
Thurston and Payne visited Lavenliam for the annual anniversary 
ringing. The date would be about 1827.

On the last day of the year 1831 the Norwich Scholars started for 
a peal o f Stedman Cinques at Mancroft with Payne at the tenth, but 
owino- to an error by Thurston, who was calling, the bells came round 
when they had rung 4,884 changes. The ringing, Osborn says, was 
most excellent.

After Thurston’s death in 1841, Payne moved to Great Yarmouth, 
where he joined the band at St. Nicholas’ Parish Church. With them 
he rang three peals, Grandsire Caters, Treble Bob Royal and Treble 
Bob Major.

Several anecdotes are told of him. On one occasion there was a 
very disagreeable meeting and the members got to high words with 
each other. Payne sat quietly until both sides appealed to him. 
Then he said, ‘ You are all wrong, and fools for hitching up such 
a noise.’ .

Somebody asked him how many methods he knew, and his reply 
was, * Ask me how many I do not- know, and then perhaps I can tell

V Payns rang in 160 towers, most of them in Norfolk and Suffolk with 
five and six bell rings. Eight had three bells. He was a good double- 
handed ringer and able to ring two bells in several methods. On 
August 24th, 1826, he took part in a peal o f Oxford Treble Bob Major 
with the Norwich men, and later, with three Yarmouth men, he rang 
a long touch of Double Norwich, the first recorded touch in the 
method on handbells. The details are given in a contemporary 
newspaper :— "

' Yarmouth: Handbell ringing. On Tuesday, February 1st, 1848, a 
true and complete touch containing 1,680 changes was rung on hand­
bells of Double Norwich Court by the following persons: Thomas Fox 
1-2, Frederick Watering 3-4, James Burman 5-6, Charles Payne 7-8. 
Conducted by Charles Payne.’ '

The last time Payne rang with the Yarmouth company his eyesight 
was so bad that he had to be led to his rope, but he was still an 
excellent striker.

He died at Yarmouth on December 4th, 1866, in his 75th year, and 
was buried in the churchvard. The St. Nicholas’ company erected a 
stone over his grave, which records that ‘ he was of unimpeachable 
integrity and enjoyed the highest respect and esteem of all who knew 
him.’ The Norwich Scholars rang a muffled peal for him at Mancroft.

These particulars, which have been sent us by Mr. Theodore E. 
Slater from the manuscripts of his father, the late Samuel Slater, 
form an interesting addition to the accounts recently forwarded by 
Mr. Charles E. Borrett.

LEICESTER.—On Fridav, March 7th, at St. Margaret’s Church 
'with clapperless bellsl 720 Bob Minor, in 24 minutes, by Miss Mar­
garet Morris 1, Ernest Morris (conductor) 2. Miss Betty Ravfield 3, 
'reorse Stedman Morris 4. Josiah Morris 5. Ronald .1. Ravfield, R.A., 
" This band comprises one grandfather, two fathers, two sons, three 
brothers, one sister, one daughter, one granddaughter, one uncle, onf* 
niece—yet only six ringers.
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THE PEAL BOARDS OF LONDON.
A GENERAL SURVEY.
B y  J. A r m ig e r  T r o l l o p e .

During these last six months we have had more than 
one sharp reminder of the loss we may suffer, and in­
deed have already suffered, in our old ringing- records, 
through enemy action.

This applies in varying degree to the whole country, 
hut especially to London, for it is there that the largest 
quantity of the most valuable kind has been preserved. It 
consists of the very fine collection of manuscripts and 
printed* books in the library of the British Museum, 
which, we may be fairly certain, are well looked after, 
the peal and name books belonging to the Ancient Society 
of College Youths, the best of which are in a place of 
safety, though there was much regrettable loss when the 
Coffee Pot was burnt down ; the records of the Cumber­
land Youths, which we understand have been cared for; 
and the ancient peal boards in various belfries.

Laughton’s manuscript which was in the library of the 
Guildhall apparently is safe. Some time back I made a 
verbatim copy of this manuscript and it is now in the col­
lection belonging to the Guildford Diocesan Guild.

In peal boards there has already been a serious loss 
and in the days to come there may still be more, but 
apart from the precautions which are now generally be­
ing taken to safeguard churches, it is difficult to see 
what can be done. It has been suggested that the most 
valuable should be taken down and stored in safe places. 
In some cases it might be done, but in others it would 
be, as things are, almost impossible. Some of the tab­
lets at St. Peter Mancroft, Norwich, for instance, are very 
large; they are constructed of wood, plaster and canvas ; 
and to take thern down without damaging them would be 
a long, costly, and difficult operation.

Meanwhile, readers may be interested in a short ac­
count of what boards there are in London belfries, and 
what has been the fate of others in the past.

As we should expect from the part they played in the 
early development of the art, London belfries are rich in 
peal boards, but more remarkable than the number of 
those which still remain is the number of those which 
for one reason or another have disappeared.

In the eighteenth century there were within the City 
fifteen towers which had ringing peals of eight or more 
bells, and in each of them more than one notable per­
formance was achieved. Tn addition to those of which 
some account has survived it is certain that there were 
other peals rung by bands which belonged to societies 
such as the London Scholars, whose records are lost, or 
to companies like the City Scholars, which existed for 
only a short time and are either entirely forgotten, or are 
remembered by a chance reference in some contemporary 
newspaper or manuscript. Not every peal was recorded 
on a board, but whenever it was possible, it was done.

Thirteen of the rings of bells were hung by the middle 
of the eighteenth century, and accounts of 47 peals rung 
on them till then have been preserved. Of these peals 
we know that seven were recorded in the belfries, but 
only one of the boards still remains, that recording the 
5,000 of Oxford Treble Bob Royal by the College Youths 
at St. Sepulchre’s, Snow Hill, in 1741.

The first peal known to have been accomplished in 
London was one of the 5,040 changes of Grandsire Caters 
by the London Scholars in 1717. For this a board was

put up, but it was taken down when the steeple was re­
paired in 1796 and was not replaced. The same society 
rang in 1729 6,240 changes of Grandsire Cinques at St. 
Michael’s, Cornhill. The board remained till about 1840 
and was copied by Osborn, but it was then in pieces and 
not hung, and soon afterwards was broken up.

The second peal in London was the Hick Triples by the 
Union Scholars at St. Dunstan’s-in-the-East in 1718. W e  
do not know whether they put up a tablet to record it, 
but it is quite likely, for they did put up one to re 
cord the 5,120 of Treble Bob Major rung shortly after-' 
wards in the same steeple.

W hat became of it is "told in a letter written by Samuel 
Austin in 1863 to Ellacombe:— ‘ That peal was recorded 
in the belfry, and in my younger days I saw it many 
times. The church was taken down (not the tower) and 
rebuilt in 1820; the bells were repaired, the belfry painted 
and whitewashed, and in taking down the board on which 
the peal was recorded it fell to pieces with old age and 
was not replaced.’

Sixty years ago there was at St. Andrew’s, Holborn, 
a board for 6,160 Bob Major rung by a ‘ friendly 
society ’ in 1738. It was then much dilapidated and has 
since disappeared. The same tale may be told about the 
board for the peal of Treble Bob Royal by the Eastern 
Scholars in St. Sepulchre’s in 1741, the first peal ever 
rung in the method.

The first peal rung by the College Youths was one of 
Grandsire Cinques in 1725 at St. Bride’s. This was 
,commemorated by a board which was the only one on 
which Benjamin Annable’s name appeared. That was 
lost in the recent fire raid, and so was a board recording 
6,012 Grandsire Caters at St. Giles’,- Cripplegate, by the 
City Scholars in 1732, if it was the same as one which, 
through dirt and the discoloration of the varnish, had 
become illegible. I am rather inclined to think it had 
already disappeared.

For peals rung in the second half of the eighteenth 
century only three boards still remain. One at St. 
Magnus’ records 5,148 Double Grandsire Caters by the 
College Youths in 1762, one at St. Botolph’s, Aldgate, is 
for 5,040 Grandsire Triples by the Junior Cumberlands 
in 1785, and one at St. Sepulchre’s for 5,111 Grandsire 
Caters by the same society in 1793. I have not seen the 
board at Aldgate, and so am not quite certain if it is still 
there. ,

Two boards lost at St. Bride’s were for 5,104 Grand­
sire Cinques by the Union Scholars in 1751, and 5,232 
Treble Bob Maximus by the College Youths in 1777. 
The illegible board destroyed at Cripplegate was prob­
ably for 5,200 Oxford Treble Bob Royal bv the London 
Youths in 1777.

St. Botolph’s, Bishopsgate, had formerly three or four 
old boards recording among other peals the three rung 
on the day the bells were opened. These peals were rung 
by the three leading London societies of the time, the 
Society of College Youths, the Society of Cumberland 
Youths, and the ancient Society of College Youths.

The boards were taken down about sixty years ago 
when the belfry was cleaned, and after standing for some 
time against the wall, were broken up for firewood.

Stl Dionis’, Backchurch, had a board recording a peal 
rung by the ancient Society of College Youths in 1785, 
and another recording one rung by the Cumberl^nds in 
1850, Both boards disappeared when the church was
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pulled down, and the same fate befel a board recording a 
peal of Real Double Bob Major by the College Youths, 
in 1778, at St. Dunstan’s-in-the-West, when that church 
was rebuilt.

Two or three early nineteenth century boards were 
destroyed at All Hallows’ , Barking, in the recent fire.

It will be noticed that more than one famous belfry 
possesses no board as old as the eighteenth century. The 
oldest at Bow dates from 1803, the oldest at Cornhill 
from 1837. If any boards ever existed at St. Lawrence 
Jewry, or St. Stephen’s, Coleman Street, they had dis­
appeared long before the churches were destroyed. I am 
not quite sure, but I believe there was* at one time an 
early nineteenth century board at St. Stephen’s. There 
are no boards at St. Dunstan’s-in-the-East.

Only four peals were rung at St. Michael’s, Cornhill, 
during the eighteenth century, and that perhaps accounts 
for the absence of boards, but we should have expected 
to find some at Bow, where more than one outstanding 
performance was achieved. W e are rather forced to con­
clude that there has been some regrettable destruction in 
the belfry.

D E S IG N  O F  B E L L  F R A M E S
To the Editor. «

Dear Sir,—In reply to Mr. G. P. Elphick, may I say that my bell 
frame with combined wood and cast-iron struts is a real thing; we 
have one here at St. James’ .

I have seen a good number of different frames and this is the best 
of them all, steady as a rock. About eighty peals have been rung 
on the bells (tenor 20 cwt.), and I feel certain Mr. Elphick lias n®ver 
rung on a better going peal for their weight.

If Mr. Elphick will look at my letter again he will see there are 
four bolts at each end of the strut and they are required to be 
effective. I have a slight knowledge of woodwork and I have been 
working on it for 54 years. J. HUNT.

, Taunton.

E R I N  D O U B L E S .
WHY IS AN EXTENT IMPOSSIBLE?

To the Editor.
Hear .Sir,—Your two correspondents who have replied to my query 

concerning Erin Doubles, namely, why is it impossible to obtain a 
120, have answered differently. The Rev. E. S. Powell states the 
thing is impossible if you restrict your singles to the bells in 4-5,, 
while Mr Kenneth Lewis has obtained a 120 by making his, singles 
at the parting of the sixes, and thus upsetting the regular slow work 
of the method.

Why should Mr. Powell object to the slow work being upset? As 
the whole of the method is contained in one six, then six changes of 
Erin Doubles is equivalent io a call being made at the end of the 
sixes, then to be consistent he ought to object to a call being made 
in Plain Bob, as that upsets the regular worjc of some of the bells as 
found in a plain course.

I understand that when Fabian Stedman produced his method, lie 
did so for five bells, and his single was made, not by the dodging 
bells, but by three front bells lyitig still in the middle of a quick six. 
This version of a single may be found in the Central Council’s Doubles 
and Minor collection, of which Mr. Powell is an editor. Does Mr. 
Powell approve of this way of ringing Stedman, and, if so, why not 
Erin ? . .

Mr. Lewis’ extent is ingenious, but why is it so irregular, with his 
five ‘ bobs ’ and three ‘ singles ’ ? Can Mr. Lewis tell me how he 

•came to produce it ; was it by luck or was he working on some 
recognised plan? Has Mr. Lewis tried to produce an extent by making 
his ‘ bob ’ in the same place as the single in Stedman Doubles, i.e., 
in the middle of the six. If so this would lessen the ixtent to which 
the slow work is altered by his calls.

Mr. Powell does not like Mr. Lewis’ ‘ single ’ because it alters the 
work of all five working bells. Unfortunately, a single in Grandsire 
Doubles alters the work of all the working bells. Some readers may 
not know an alternative single which may be used.

54132
51423
15432 This single alters two of the bells only 
14532 in their coursing order, which is exactly 
41523 what a single ought to do.
45132

I am grateful to Mr. Powell for laying the problem out in an 
orderly manner, but he has not satisfied my curiosity in telling me 
u-hy the production of an extent is impossible. The method is regular 
enough and every bell occupies each place the same number of times 
in a plain course : Erin Triples can be rung, why not Doubles?

F * PUZZLED.’

John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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MEARS & 
STAINBANK.

IBellfounders & 
B e l l h a n g e r s ,

32 &  34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

Telephone B is h o p s g a te ' 8 8 4 9
\

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
4 6  o w t. O q r. 5  lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

HANDBELLS
in sets of any number. 

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

THE EDITOR.
Mr. J. S. Goldsmith’s condition continues satisfactory. 

It is expected that the major operation will be performed 
at the beginning of next week.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
In a recent air raid, St. Mary’s Church, Swansea, was damaged by 

enemy action, and the ring of bells destroyed.
Mr. James George reminds us that the death of Mr. Ben Gough 

leaves him the only survivor of the band which rang a peal of Kent 
Treble Bob Major at Coseley in Staffordshire on November 24th, 1893, 
and again on the same date 20 years later. John Carter called the 
peals.

Next Sunday Mr. F. E. Dawe will celebrate his 79th birthday. He 
was Master oi the College Youths from 1888 to 1890 and in 1892 and 
1893. For one year he was non. secretary of the Central Council.

Any visiting ringers in H.M. Forces (or otherwise) to Leicester will 
be welcomed at St. Margaret’s Church. Practice with clapperless 
bells and handbells every Friday evening 6.30 to 8.30, or by arrange­
ment with Mr. Ernest Morris.

‘ Peterborough,’ who writes day by day in ‘ The Daily Telegraph,* 
remarked that a walk through the City the other day reminded him 
that there is a silver lining to every cloud. In this case the lining 
was the beauty of the steeple of St. Mary-le-Bow. Unencumbered by 
it« 19th and 20th century neighbours, it rises in all its original love­
liness as Wren meant it to be seen.

The time-honoured tradition of the Appleton ‘ March 4th ’ festival 
was unavoidably broken this year, but certain members of the Oxford 
Diocesan Guild decided that this famous date should not pass entirely 
without notice. So 720 of Grandsire Doubles were rung, at about the 
time when the dinner should have been in full swing, by Florence E. 
Wigg 1, Frederick Sharpe (conductor) 2-3, C. Elliot Wigg 4-5. This , 
was the treble ringer’s first touch in any method, and rung at the 
■first attempt. (Rung at Launton, Oxfordshire.)

A very famous peal was accomplished on March 10th, 1784, when 
the College Youths rang at St. Saviour’s, Southwark, 7,008 changes 
of ^Oxford Treble Bob Maximus.

On the same date in 1742 the Richmond Society rang a peal of 
5,040 Richmond Triples. What was rung is not known.

The first silent peal of Stedman Triples on handbells was rung by 
the St. James’ Society on March 11th, 1854, and on March 11th, 1887. 
the College Youths rang Holt’s Original silent in hand for the first 
time.

The first peal of Oxford Treble# Bob Maximus was rung at St. 
Saviour’s, Southwark, on March 12tli, 1758, by the College Youths. 
George Meakins conducted.

The Bedfordshire Association was founded on March 13th, 1882.
The first peal on the twelve at St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields (but not 

the first on the ten) was rung on March 14th, 1727, by the London 
Scholars.

On March 15th, 1894, Mr. C. E. Borrett called 6,720 changes of 
Bob Major on handbells at Norwich. It was an attempt for the record 
length, which was allowed to run home half-way owing to the coldness 
of the room.

Fifty years ago to-day eight peals were rung. They consisted of 
Bob Triples 1, Grandsire Triples 2, Oxford Bob Triples 1, Bob Major 
1, Kent Treble Bob Major 2, and Stedman Caters 1.

D EATH  OF A  KENT RINGER.
THROUGH ENEMY ACTION.

We regret to announce the death of Mr. Guy R. Ambrose, of Milton* 
next-Gravesend, at the age of 62, which took place on Wednesday 
March 5th, by the loss of the vessel with all hands, on ' which 
he was employed as engineer, presumed by enemy action.

Mr. Ambrose had worked cn the River Thames practically all hi* 
life, and liad been employed by a firm' of tug owners for the past 
25 years. Previous to this he worked in Tilbury Docks under the 
P.L.A. In spite of lfis hazardous war-time work, he carried on with 
his usual sangfroid, well known to his intimate friends, which is so 
characteristic of Englishmen in the fight for freedom.

He commenced his ringing career with the writer in 1909 at Milton* 
next-Gravesend and had been a member ever since. Never with any 
great ambition for peal ringing—he rang about 25 peals—Mr. Ambrose 
was first and foremost for Sunday service ringing, being most regular 
and punctual in this respect. During this long period he was also 
chorister and sidesman at the church he loved, and many good deeds 
can be traced to his untiring efforts.

In his earlier days he was a keen sportsman and was hon. secretary 
to the local Hospital Football Cup Competition, which in one season 
realised over £100. To commemorate this his. fellow members, etc., 
presented him with a gold watch suitably inscribed.

In addition to his long membership of the Kent County Association, 
Mr. Ambrose was also a member of the Ancient Society of College 
Youths and the Middlesex Association.

The Exercise has lost a valued member, the Church a faithful son 
and the writer a true pal of 35 years’ standing. F. T. M.

F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12th year 
of reign of 

Elizabeth).
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YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE WESTERN DIVISION.

In spite of bad weather, there was a very satisfactory attendance 
at the annual meeting of the Western Division of the Yorkshire 
Association, held at Guiseley last Saturday. About 40 members were 
present from 16 towers, including Addingham, Armley, Birstall, 
Bradford Cathedral, Bramley, Guiseley, Headingley (St. Michael’s and 
St. Chad’s), Holbeck, Idle, Keighley, Ossett, Pudsey, Rothwell, Silsden 
and Shipley. This is once again an indication that if suitable venues 
can be arranged the members will support the efforts of the officials.

Two of the oldest members of the association were present—Mr. 
Joshua Woodhead, now of Iiawdon, aged 87, who joined in 1875, the 
year when the association was formed, ^ id  Mr. George Titterington, 
of Bradford, aged 85. It is the spirit of members such as these which 
has made the association as strong as it is to-day, and now that it 
is passing through a period which is perhaps the most difficult in its 
history, it remains for the general body of younger members to see 
that the progress of the association continues from strength to 
strength.

In the old tithe barn, which lias been converted into the Parish 
Hall, a very enjoyable tea was provided free of charge by the local 
company to the 36 who sat down.

The Rector of Guiseley, Archdeacon Lowe, in a short address of 
welcome, spoke of the pleasure of receiving the association, and hoped 
that in spite of the weather everyone would enjoy themselves. He 
spoke of the comradeship which existed among ringers and was very 
proud of the fact that two of his own ringers had each more than 
50 years’ service at St. Oswald’s. It was a remarkable record of 
church service and lie very much appreciated the work that ringers 
had done and were doing. The ban on ringing had made things very 
difficult, but he hoped the time was not far distant when the bells 
would ring out their messages again, perhaps even before final victory 
was won. He impressed upon everyone the righteousness of our cause, 
and even though at times things looked very black, he was sure that 
good would* always triumph over evil. He invited all to look over 
the beautiful church and the rectory gardens, though he would have 
liked them to see the place in summer when the flowers were more 
plentiful. The address was greatly appreciated.

The business meeting was presided over by the district vice-president, 
Mr. P. J. Johnson, supported by the association’s president, Canon 
Marshall.

The secretary, Mr. Frank Rayment, was unanimously re-elected, 
though he had not felt justified in offering himself for. election. Owing 
to extreme pressure of work, he was unable to devote as much time 
as he thouglit necessary to the work. He felt that now more than 
ever it was essential to have a secretary who could attend more of 
the meetings of the district societies and so keep in touch with every­
one.

Canon Marshall and the chairman assured him that they appreciated 
the difficulties, but they knew everyone was quite satisfied with the 
valuable work which was being done, and they had 110 intention of 
changing.

Messrs. John Ambler, J. F. Harvey and William Ambler were elected 
as committee men, the first on the General Committee.

A desire was expressed to hold the summer meeting in the Hudders­
field area, and the matter was left in the hands of the chairman 
and secretary.

The chairman, in proposing a vole of thanks to the Rector, wardens 
and local company, paid tribute to the very efficient manner in which 
they were always entertained at Guiseley.

Canon Marshall, seconding, also spoke of the welcome they always 
received. He himself was never tired of visiting the beautiful old 
church, and he felt sure that, in * spite of the weather, all had 
.thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

Mr. A. C. Walsh, replying for the local company, said it was a 
privilege to receive the Yorkshire Association. Tliey had a very close 
association with the society. Some of their oldest ringers had been 
members from the earliest days. They were proud of their old church 
and had already started a fund to provide new bells. They intended 
to have a first-class peal. He hoped they would soon be able to ring 
the bells and this time for victory.

A collection for the Bell Repairs Fund realised 17s. 3d., being a 
record.

Throughout the afternoon and evening many touches were rung on 
handbells in a few of the standard methods. Altogether it was a 
very enjoyable meeting, due entirely to the careful arrangements 
made by Mr. F. W. Dixon and the local company.

AIR RAID D AM AG E IN M ANCHESTER
The Bishop of Manchester lias stated that over 40 churches in the 

diocese have been damaged bv enemy action. Some are past repair, 
others can be restored after the war, and some can still be used.

The Cathedral had a direct hit and two chapels at the east end 
have been destroyed. The Cathedral itself was reopened on Ash 
Wednesday. Nearby the Chetham Hospital (Blue Coat School) was 
hit, bjit not badly. Ringers who attended the Central Council will 
remember it as the place of meeting.

Other churches with bells which have been damaged are St. John's, 
Oldham Road, Holy Trinity, Sacred Trinity, Salford, and St. Thomas’ , 

Pendleton. The President’s Church, St. Luke’s, Miles Platting, was 
also hit.

OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.
ANNUAL LUNCHEON.

The president, the Rev. C. E. Wigg, happily recovered from his 
recent short illness, was in the chair at the annual luncheon of the 
Oxford University Society, held last Saturday at the City Restaurant, 
and there were present 18 members of the society, as well as Mr. V. 
Bennett and Mr. R. A. Post, the secretary and Master of the Oxford 
City Guild, Miss M. Cross, who has assisted the society so kindly and 
so efficiently, Mrs. Wigg and Dr. R. E. Havard.

The lunch was admirably catered for by Messrs. G. E. Weeks and 
Co. in spite of the rationing.

After everyone had settled down to a somnolent reminiscence over 
the coffee, the Master, Mr. J. E._ Spice (New College), rose to his 
feet. He said that he had a particularly pleasant duty to perform; 
first in welcoming back the president from his illness, and, secondly, 
in congratulating him and Mrs. Wigg on their recent marriage. As 
a mark of respect the society had subscribed for a small wedding 
present in the form of an engraved pewter tankard. During its pur­
chase, doubts were cast upon its usefulness, but after remembering the 
episode after the Cassington peal attempt, fears were allayed!

The President thanked the society for the gift, and said that it 
would serve two purposes, first as a useful implement, and, second, 
when taking its well-earned rest 011 the mantelpiece, as a reminder 
of the pleasant times he had had with the society. 'Speaking of the 
lunch, he said that it had proved an occasion well worth reviving.

The secretary, Mr. W. F. Gibbons (Keble), welcomed the guests. 
Dr. Havard replied, and said that he was very pleasantly surprised 
at the success of the society which, during his loss of contact with it, 
lie believed was suffering heavily from the effects of the war.

Mr. Bennett, speaking also on behalf of the Master of the City 
Guild, said the City Guild always regarded the University Society 
with keen interest, and called to mind the efficiency of the society in 
the days before the Battle of France, when it had co-operated with 
the City in ringing the Oxford bells.

The Master then called upon Mr. H. Miles, vice-president, to say 
a few words, and his account of the early. history of the society was 
indeed very interesting.

The afternoon w’ould not have been complete, without a few words 
from Miss Cross. She said how pleased she was to see the society so 
flourishing, and how she was always glad to giv$ any help required.

The afternoon concluded with handbells, a plain course of Grandsire 
Triples Jjy members of the society being especially good. Meanwhile 
members had the opportunity of inspecting the peal books of the 
City Guild, which Mr. Bennett kindly brought aloii|f from the strong 
room of Messrs. Elliston and Cavell.

At 3.30 p.m. the society adjourned to New College tower, where a 
joint meeting of silent tower-bell ringing was held.

GLOUCESTER <5 BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION .
ANNUAL MEETING OF CHELTENHAM BRANCH.

The annual meeting of the Cheltenham Branch of the Gloucester 
and Bristol Association was held on Saturday at Cheltenham and was 
well attended.

After handbell practice at the Parish Room, tea was partaken of at 
the Gloucestershire Dairy Cafe, followed by the busnless meeting, 
with the Master (the Rev. Noel E. Hope) in the chair, supported by 
Mr. W. Dyer (captain of the Cheltenham band), ex-Sergt. J. Williams, 
Mr. J. Austin, Messrs. Wilfrid Williams, Frank Shorter and Roland 
Fenn, of London, and about 30 members. A hearty welcome was 
extended to all old friends, and particularly to those from London.

A number of new members were elected, and the retiring officers 
of the branch were all re-elected as follows: Chairman, the Arch­
deacon of Cheltenham; branch representative, Mr. W. Dyer; branch 
hon. secretary*, Mr. W. Yeend.

Touches of Stedman Triples, Grandsire Triples, Plain and Treble 
Bob, and courses of Stedman and Grandsire Caters were rung on 
handbells. Ex-Sergt. Williams and Mr. J. Austin gave their back-to- 
back exhibition of Grandsire Triples and some good tune ringing.

A telegram was received from the secretary of the Bristol City 
branch wishing the meeting success.

A handbell practice is held weekly at the Parish Room, St. James’ 
Square, near the Great Western Railway Station, at 7.30 011 Thurs­
days, to which all are welcome. It is hoped that during the coming 
months many gatherings will be arranged.

NORTH  STAFFS ASSOCIATION .
FOURTH ANNUAL DINNER.

Tlte fourth annual dinner of the North Staffordshire and District 
Association was held at the George Hotel, Burslem, 011 Saturday, 
February 22nd. The Archdeacon of Stoke presided and the vice- 
chairman was the Rev. H. Benson, Vicar of Sneyd. Among those 
present were the Rev. S. F. Linsley (Vicar of Tunstail), the Rev. H. H. 
Treacher (Rector of Hanley), the Rev. T. R. Parker, Mr. and Mrs.
G. Jones, Mr. and Mrs. N. Sargeant, Miss B. Beeston, Miss J. Durbar, 
Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Page, Miss E. Spears, Mr. A. D. Steel, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. Thompson, Mr. L. Bourne, Mr. T. A. Foster, Mr. and Mrs. 
Buckley, Aircraftman D. Perkins and Mr. E. Steele.

After the toasts: singing and handbell ringing occupied the rest of 
the evening. Mr. N. Sargeant was at the piano.

The party broke up about 9 p.m., many having some distance to 
travel nome.
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T R E B L E  B O B .
ITS VALUE FOR GOOD STRIKING.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I am sorry so much acid is being used by some of your 

correspondents about' Treble Bob. It couldn’t be worse if they were 
discussing the disease with the same initials!

The method is one of our oldest friends and the forefather of much 
that is lauded by the young gallants to-day. So show a bit of respect, 
gentlemen, for age.

For my part, I was weaned on it, thanks be, and why ‘ thanks be ’ ? 
Because it gave me greater opportunities of grasping what good 
striking meant than any other method.

Anyon.e ringing Treble Bob in a strange tower should get into his 
proper stride and take the measure of any peculiarities of the other 
bells—if not before then certainly by the time he has done his first 
slow work. No other method gives so fine a chance, and no ringer 
can be excused if afterwards he chips lumps off the other bells. We 
hear much of the virtues of good striking, and rightly, judging by 
the amount of the other kind with which we are inflicted. But if a 
ringer has been thoroughly grounded in Treble Bob he ought to be 
a good striker, and he wiil be equally good in any other method he 
may tackle. And some tell us a touch or peal of Treble Bob is not 
worth hearing. If the striking is bad I agree, but no method is 
worth hearing under those conditions. If the striking is good, I 
maintain their views are all moonshine.

How many of us get through the slow work in Treble Bob—especially 
Royal or Maximus—with perfect striking? Not nearly so many as 
there are who make an unholy mess of it. So why revile the slow 
work of Treble Bob, which takes some doing, and laud those methods 
with a lot of quick movement which enable ‘ chipping * to be less 
noticeable ?

One of my earliest ringing recollections is of listening to a peal of 
Kent Maximus at Mancroft, rung by eight very distinguished ringers 
of that day, with the aid of four local men. After about two hours 
of it, another listener—I confess he was a grumpy chap, but a super­
lative striker—gave a snort and growled, ‘ There isn’t one of them,
bar our chaps, knows a d----- d tiling about striking when in the slow.’
Mr. Woolley would be right about that peal—it hadn’t  a redeeming 
feature.

But, on the other hand, two years later I stood in the same placc, 
and heard a peal of Oxford Royal. It was perfectly struck from 
start to finish, and was majestic in effect. And four years after that 
I took part, with my old friend Trollope, in another peal of Oxford 
Royal on the same bells, and on the tenor box we had a magnificent 
ringer/George Smith. If the critics of Treble Bob would assert those 
two peals were not worth listening to—well, let them.

I Know little about contiguous or adjacent places, or cross-sections 
or similar highbrow matters—the sounds coming through the belfry 
windows are of greater interest to me.

Yes; Treble Bob has redeeming features besides the lengthening 
lead, and I, for one, am glad to have been nurtured on it. If 
‘ Country Ringer ’ is short or a man in the 4 heavenly * band for his 
peal of Treble Bob Major, I wish he would offer me a rope. I should 
jump at the chance, if my place of residence allowed it!

Shericgham, Norfolk. CHARLES E. BORRETT.
P.S.—My old friend Charles Routledge, who writes on the subject 

this week, may be interested to know that, in 1890 eight * firsts ’ took 
part in a peal of Treble Bob Maximus at Norwich. The names were 
well-known ones, viz.. Revs. F. E. Robinson and G. F. Coleridge, 
John W. Taylor, J. W. Washbrook, Charles Hounslow, Frederick and 
Ernest Pitstow and John Fiddament.

WHY HAVE SO MANY PEALS BEEN RUNG?
To our Country Ringer.

Dear Brother,—I am very pleased to see Vbu stick up for Treble Bob, 
and when wp do meet in heaven I shall be very pleased to ring the 
7th for you. I am with you. It is a very nice and simple method, 
and I  have enjoyed ringing many peals of it with two Bods at Home 
at every course end. What is better than 7-8 dodging together? 
Each ringer knows where he is when he hears 7-8 behind. If the 
method is no good, why have there been so many peals rung in past 
years? When we look back twenty or thirty years many handbell peals 
were rung of it in Derbyshire and Yorkshire. Those peals were rung 
well, the slow work was a pleasure to listen to, each bell taking the. 
lead clear.s I  will say this: if it was not for this simple method a 
good number of our brother ringers would not have rung their higher 
methods. That slow work teaches a ringer to strike his bell on the 
lead and to dodge clear with the treble. King1 one method well before 
going on to a higher one. 4 ANOTHER COUNTRY RINGER.’

STAN D ARD  M ETHODS AN D  TH E NEW  SURPRISE B O O K
LET GENERAL OPINION DECIDE/

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Mr. J. F.- Harvey, in his interesting letter, asks how 

many good ringers have been lost because their company refused to 
progress? I think the question could be easily reversed. How many 
good companies have had their equilibrium upset by ‘^m e members 
trying to force the pace?

The majority of the Surprise peal bands have been composed of 
members from several towers, and the number of towers with a com­
plete Surprise band of their own are few. This means that even if 
some methods are recommended by the experts, they will only come 
into general, use through tile same channels as the other methods 
have done. Judging by the faults which can be found on paper with 
Cambridge, Superlative and London, the selectors need to be as expert 
in assessing human nature as they do at ringing.

An example of this can be seen in connection with Spliced Surprise. 
When splicing .was first practised, a certain ringing organisation put 
a ban on spliced peals. It had within its borders at least two Bands 
who would have been capable of ringing spliced peals, but they took 
no interest in the new idea. iSpliced ringing has slowly built itself 
up in the usual way from small beginnings, and in recent years one 
of the bands I mentioned visited one of the Spliced Surprise 4 strong­
holds ’ and tried their hand- at the 4 new idea,’ which they, through 
their guild, had banned years before.

The B.B.C. experts took several months to decide on a new interval 
signal. It has since received almost universal condemnation. It will 
probably be replaced by something suggested by the many letters the
B.B.C. has received on the subject, that is by general opinion.

I would suggest that the same be done with the Surprise Major 
book. Let us have it as a book of reference with a good selection 
of methods and leave general opinion to decide which methods are 
to become the favourites. J. E. BAILEY.

20, Swaisland Road, Dartfordv<Kent.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION .
NORTHERN DIVISION MEETING AT BOCKING.

A meeting of the Northern Division of the Essex Association, lyld 
at Bocking on Saturday, was attended by 15 members from Braintree, 
Springfield, Chelmsford, Earls Colne, Halstead, Dunmow, Rushmerc 
and the local band. Ringing on six 4 silent ’ bells and on handbells 
was followed by a short service conducted by the Dean, the Rev. E. 
Rogers, and by tea in Messrs. Courtauld’s dining hall, kindly lent by 
the manager. The tea was provided by the local guild of ringers, 
and ably prepared by their lady helpers.

At the business meeting the District Master, Mr. H. W. Smith, was 
in the chair. Two members were elected for the general committee, 
Mr. F. Ridgwell and Mr. F. Claydon. It was proposed that the secre­
tary should try to arrange a meeting at Kelvedon some time in June, 
failing which it was left to her to fix up to the best of her ability.

The District Master proposed a very hearty vote of thanks to the 
Dean for his address, and to the local Guild for providing the tea ; 
he remarked how pleased he was to welcome the visitors, who included 
Mr. L. J. Clark (general secretary), Mr. Runter, and Mr. Jennings, 
of Rushmere. Pleasure was expressed at the presence of Mr. L. W. 
Wiffen, who recently sustained a fractured ankle, and everyone washed 
him a speedy recovery.

Several touches were brought round on the handbells, the methods 
including Bob Major, Bob Royal, Double Norwich and Grandsire.

VARIATIO N S O F T H U R ST A N S’ FO U R -PA R T.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I have a variation of Tliurstans’ Four-Part peal which 
was given to me years ago by the late Sam Reeves, of West Brom­
wich. It has the treble as observation. I called it at St. Margaret’s, 
Ipswich, with my Ipswich friends. I have rung and called many, 
peals, but this was the elite of all. Nothing said from beginning 
to the 4 That’s all.’ I am reluctant to say it was nearly 30 years 
ago. Whether it was by the late Henry Johnson I am not in a 
position to say. W. C. HUNT.

GOOD STRIKING.— 4 When every bell keeps due order and time 
what a sweet and harmonious sound they make, all who hear them 
are charmed by that common music; but when once they iar and 
clash with each other, either jangling or striking irregularly, how
unpleasing is that music.'—Bp. Joseph Hall, Norwich, mid 17th century.

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOW ER CLO CK  MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FOR N E W  C LO C K S , C H IM E  A D D ITIO N S , REPAIRS
OR R EP A IN TIN G  O F DIALS.
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
E A R L Y  A T T E M P T S  AT  R U L E  M AK IN G .

One rule which has had many supporters in the past, 
and which still finds favour with some people, is that 
the regular succession of the nature of the rows should 
not be broken in the plain course. Every seven bell 
method should consist of uninterrupted triple changes; 
every nine bell method of uninterrupted cater or 
quadruple changes; and every eleven bell method of* 
uninterrupted quintuple changes. Eight bell methods 
should consist of an unbroken succession of alternate 
quadruple and triple chaflges; ten bell methods of an un­
broken succession of alternate quintuple and quadruple 

'  changes; and twelve bell methods of an unbroken suc­
cession of sextuple and quintuple changes.

Some people, among them* notably C. D. P. Davies, 
have held that this is the fundamental law of the 
science. Many more have recognised it as a funda­
mental law, but were prepared to allow occasional aind 
exceptional infringements of it. Heywood ,took this 
view, and it is expressed in the Method Report, which 
still stands as the official Central Council pronouncement 
on the matter.

A very widely held opinion is that the law must be 
scrupulously observed in the case of odd bell methods, 
but need not be in the case of even bell methods.

Is the law a fundamental one? The answer given by 
history and experience emphatically is that it is not. It 
did not appear until long after change ringing was fully 
He\teloped, and its enforcement would mean the sacrifice 
of very many of the methods' which have proved them­
selves to be the most useful in practice.

Nevertheless, it marks a definite and important stage 
in the development of the art. The first of all ‘ peals ’ 
were produced by single changes in which only one pair 
of bells changed places at a time. .When Cross Peals 
were introduced the aim was to change as many pairs 
as possible, and Grandsire on five bells, which was pro­
duced by continuous double changes (except for the two 
necessary singles) was rightly held to be a great achieve- 
ment. Later on, when seven bell ringing became com­
mon and Grandsire Triples was the standard method, the 
same idea held, and the composers’ ambition was to pro­
duce an extent entirely of triple changes.

It was a worthy ambition, but we must note that the 
standard was set up for the composer and not for the 
benefit of the practical ringer. For manv years the great 
problem which faced composers was, Can a peal of 
Grandsire Triples be had with common bobs only ? Until 
fifty or sixty years ago they thought it could, if only 
some one would arise clever enough to solve the problem.

Leading men were so obsessed with this idea of getting 
a peal of Grandsire Triples by bobs only, that they un­
consciously extended the idea to all seven bell ringing. 
The)- condemned Bob Triples not because the four blows 
behind are ‘ stagnation,’ but because (as we saw in 
Bulwer’s suggested fules) it does not consist of un­
broken triple changes.

Earlier composers, notably Benjamin Annable, were 
free from such prejudices, and they introduced and rang 
more than one excellent 7-bell method with a treble and six 
working bells. New Bob Triples is the best of them.

These methods have qualities which are no't to be had 
in ‘ pure ’ Triples methejds and provide work of the same 
sort as is to be h?d in the more difficult Surprise Major j

methods, but they have been killed by this prejudice. 
There has been very little development in seven bell ring­
ing, and it is entirely due to the mistaken idea of insist­
ing on a rule which is a good one in its proper and 
limited sphere, but a bad one when it is made universal.

W e need say nothing about the rule as applied to even 
bell methods. There never was a time when it was 

•recognised by practical ringers, and to-day only a fanatic 
or a lunatic would think of trying to enforce it. There 
is no justification for the opinion held by some people 
that methods which keep the rule are necessarily superior 
in construction to those that break it.

The men who in the past attempted to lay down codes 
of rules for method construction have almost always in­
cluded a rule that all legitimate five, six, and seven-bell 
methods should be capable of producing the full extent 
of the changes; and all legitimate methods on eight bells 
and over should be capable of producing at least five- 
thousand changes without parting the tenors. This, as 
we saw, was the first rule in Bulwer’s code and at first 
sight-it seems an obviously necessary one.

No band is at all likely to practise a new method unless 
there is a reasonable chance of ringing a peal of it, but 
it by no means follows that a method for which no ex­
tent or no true five-thousand exists may not have its 
uses. The Alliance Minor methods would have been 
ruled out if the Council had adopted Bulwer’s sugges­
tion, but they have proved of some value; and in the 
same way a Surprise Major method might be very use­
ful in spliced ringing though no true five-thousand of it 
had been composed. Mr. Pitman’s clever peal in 
eighteen spliced Surprise methods includes Watford. 
When the composition was published it was promptly 
stated that the false course ends of that method are such 
that no true peal of it is possible. The fact remained, 
however, that for the purpose Mr. Pitman intended it 
the method is a most excellent one. Actually and con­
trary to expectation Mr. Harold Cashmere composed a 
true peal. .

But for a standard method at any rate it is necessary 
that there should be at least one good peal. Should we 
go further and say that it is necessary that there should 
be a- considerable choice of peals ?

That certainly is an important point, but perhaps not 
of such supreme importance as we are sometimes tempted 
to think. Cambridge has but one peal with the tenors 
together, and though people continually profess to lament 
the fact, it hasp not affected the popularity of the method. 
If it were so great a hardship as some suppose we should 
imagine that the Exercise would have adopted the device 
used by Benjamin Thackrah, and advocated by Sir Arthur 
Heywood in which the places in 1-2 in the first section 
are moved to the second cross section. For the practical 
ringer the difference is hardly noticeable, while the range 
of compositions is very largely extended, and yet bands 
seldom ring New Cambridge except as an occasional 
novelty. (Continued on next page.)

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 205.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM
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THE BELLS OF ST. CLEMENT DANES.
AN APPEAL FOR HELP.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—You were good enough to publish my letter re the late 

loss of famous bells by enemy action.
I am very glad to be able to inform -you that it has led to steps 

being taken m the above case, and that these bells are in com­
parative safety, the Rector, the Rev. W. Pennington Bickford, having 
arranged for their lowering to ground level and being sandbagged. 
He will, I am sure, be congratulated by the Exercise and by many 
others who know of these widely sung ‘ Oranges and lemons ’ bells.

Of the eight bells oast by the Wightmans in 1673, seven yet remain. 
There is, too, the sanctus bell, cast at the Whitechapel Foundry by 
Mot over 360 years ago. It is of interest to note that the same 
foundry, now Messrs. Mears and Stainbank, are carrying out this 
‘ safety first ’ work to-day.

The City of Westminster is known for its rich churches. We all 
readily think of St. George’s, Hanover Square; St. Peter’s, Eaton 
Square; St. Margaret’s by the Abbey, and the Royal St. Martin’s- 
in-the-Fields, as being at the top of the list; but very few, even 
Londoners, know that St. Clement Danes (once so wealthy) is now 
nearly at the bottom of Westminster’s long list of churches. To-day, 
also, it stands bombed and closed!

The Rector is endeavouring to raise £50 to cover the above pre­
liminary work, and I feel sure that many of your readers would like 
to help (for he has set a fine example) by sending him a subscription 
to The Anchorage, Clement’s Inn, Strand, London, W.C.2.

E. ALEXR. YOUNG,
Member of Church Council, St. Clement Danes.

O D D -S T R U C K  B E L L S .
THE CLAPPER HANGING.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—It is not. altogether the odd-struck bell man who is at 

fault; the rest of the band should ring with him and listen.
Just a word with regard to bells getting false struck. A clapper 

gets loose and very often wears the washer through before it is 
tightened up. The clapper is screwed up without the washer, <Joes 
not hang level and very soon gets slack again, wearing the bush. If 
one should want to put a washer on, let it oe one of good hard leather 
and soaked well before putting on. See that the clapper is in centre, 
then tighten up. Do not ring the bell until the washer has got set.

Trowell, Notts. E. C. GOBEY.
:r~—b = =  —  " i ' » ■ ■ | * 1 ■

RAISING AND CEASING. — ‘ Raising and ceasing in peal when 
properly executed is undoubtedly very pleasant and melodious, but 
the adepts of the art in this City of London very seldom choosing to 
put themselves to the pains of it is now chiefly practised by the 
country gentlemen.’—‘ The Clavis.’

T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
(Continued from previous page.)

Again, we should remember that in more than one 
method where there is a very wide choice of peals, 
ringers do not avail themselves of it. For many years 
Holt’s Ten-part was almost the only peal of Grandsire 
Triples rung, and nowadays Parker’s Twelve-part and 
Holt’s Original practically monopolise the method. In 
the same way, although there are scores of good peals 
of Stedman Triples, it is seldom that any other than 
Thurstafts’ Four-part and its variations are rung. Even 
in Bob Major, which has such a great variety of com­
positions, a very large proportion of the conductors are 
content with Pritchard’s peal.

These things seem to lead us to the conclusion that, 
provided a method has a sufficient number of other good 
qualities and one good peal, the absence of other peals 
would not necessarily bar it from becoming a standard 
method, though in judging the value of any method the 
number of its peal compositions is an important factor.

DEATH OF MR. WILLIAM D. GRIFFITHS,
RINGER AND CHURCHWORKER.

We regret to announce the death of Mr. William D. Griffiths, of 
Talgarth, Brecon, who passed away on February 13th, at the age of 
62. Four veafs ago he fractured his leg and had not been really well 
since. He was. always jolly and care-free and made any ringers he 
met welcome. He was keen to help beginners. By trade be was a 
carpenter and carver, and some very beautiful fittings in Talgarth 
Church and elsewhere, such as lecterns, reredos ana altar tables, 
stand as memorials to his fine work.

Mr. Griffiths was a member of the choir for over 50 years and a 
bellringer for over 40 years. He was a prime mover in getting the 
Talgarth bells restored in 1907, and collected over £100 himselt. In 
1935 he was presented with a gold watch and chain for his services 
in the church.

He was one of the original members of the Swansea and Brecon 
Diocesan Guild and was a member of the committee Trom its forma­
tion. He rang about 35 peals.

At the funeral on Monday, February 17th, the Vicar, the Rev. W. 
Gumos Daries, a vi<;e-president of the Swansea and Brecon Guild, 
officiated, and the bearers were the local ringers, all of them pupils 
of Mr. Griffiths. Among the many flowers were wreaths from his 
fellow ringers, the choir, and the Parochial Church Council. Much 
sympathy is extended to the widow in her sad loss.

A  L E T T E R  F R O M  A M E R I C A .
NEWS AND GREETINGS.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—In these regrettable days, with no ringing of peais or 

touches in the towers to be recorded, you may find space for a brief 
report from the United States, where the Exercise is ^till carried on 
in a few places, though in a very elementary form.

At Groton School every Sunday Grandsire Doubles and occasional 
Triples are rung on the fine eight from the Wlntechapel Foundry; 
and at Kent School in Connecticut there is also regular ringing, 
though the boys are handicapped by having no older instructor, in 
the art.

Here in Boston, where I now live since retiring from Groton five 
years ago, we have only four Englishmen available for ringing • but, 
with my two sons and about twenty graduates of Groton and ^Cent, 
it is possible to get a band together who, with regular practice, could 
make real progress. Such practice is not possible unfortunately, but 
at least we ring often enough to enjoy the meetings and to remember 
what happens when a Bob or Single is called. Our English ringers 
are Richard Newton, James F. Laker, William Bashford and Joseph 
Goodhead, whef join with me in sending greetings to our brother 
ringers and all who are fighting so nobly for freedom from tyranny 
and aggression. S. WARREN STURGIS.

86, Marlborough Street, Boston, U.S.A.

RINGING AND 'SHOOTING MATCHES IN THE OLDEN TIME
LONG STRATTON.— Whereas the Peal of Bells at Long Stratton 

in Norfolk have been lately pul in Tune by the famous Mr. Collett, 
of Diss, and are thought (by those that are very good Judges of 
Ringing) to be the most musical Peal of Five Bells anv-where near 
them; notwithstanding they were very much out of Tune before; 
Therefore this is to give Notice to all such Gentlemen and others as 
are Lovers and followers of the Society of Ringing, that for their 
Incouragement there will be Six Pairs of Gloves given Gratis by 
William Sturman at the Chequer in Stratton aforesaid, to be rung 
for by Three Companies, the best of Three Peals, on Monday the 25th 
of this Instant February, to enter their Names by Eleven a Clock in 
the Forenoon at the Chequer aforesaid. And on Shrove Tuesday the 
26th there will be a Pair of Buckskin Breeches of a Guinea Value, to 
be shot for by Twenty Men, each putting in a Shilling Entrance; to 
enter by One a clock in the afternoon, to shoot with fair Fowling 
Pieces, Rifled Pieces to be excluded; the first Best to have the 
Breeches, th«.- second Best to have a Pair of Gloves of Two Shillings 
ami Sixpence Value, the third Best to have a Pair of Eighteen Pence 
Value, and the fourth Best to have a Pair of One Shilling Value, to 
enter at the Chequer at Stratton aforesaid, where all such Gentlemen 
and Others, as will be so kind as to Favour me with their Copipany, 
shall meet with a Glass of good Liquor, Civil Usage, and a hearty 
Welcome, from their very humble Servant,

William Sturman.
From the * Norwich Gazette,’ Februarw9th, 1745.

TOWER CLOCKS j. b. JOYCE & CO. LTD.
W eight D riven  o r  E le ctr ic , b y  the 
W O R L D S  O L D E S T  M A K E R S  
E S T A B L IS H E D  O V E R  3 0 0  Y E A R S  
Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

WHITCHURCH, SALOP.
Ve have experts visiting all parts of the British Iiles, and shall be pleased 
to carry out restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tower Clock
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NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) #per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g ,  S u r r e y .

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  
M ONDAY.

■ The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

SURREY ASSOCIATION.— North-Western District. 
— The annual district meeting will be held at Leatherhead 
on Saturday, March 15th. Bells available at Parish 
Church in afternoon if required. Service 4 p.m. Tea at 
the Duke’s Head at 5 p.m., followed by business meeting. 
Handbells, etc., available afterwards.— G. W . Massey, 
Hon. Dis. Sec.

NO RW ICH  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— Welcome 
to Hethersett, March 15th. Six tower bells from 3 p.m. 
and handbells in church. Service 4.15. Tea 4.45 at the 
King’s Head, followed by business meeting and more 
handbells. Reports to hand. .Subscriptions gladly re­
ceived.— F. Nolari Golden, Sec., Brabazon Road, Nor­
wich.

SURREY ASSOCIATION.— Southern District.— The 
annual district meeting will be held at The Cottage, Oak­
way, Reigate, at 5 p.m. on March 15th.— A. T. Shelton, 
Hon. Sec.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— A district meeting will be 
held at Little Clacton on Saturday, March. 15th. Hand­
bell ringing at the Vicarage (opposite church) 2.30 p.m. 
Service 4.30 p.m. Tea at Blacksmith’s Arms 5.15 p.m. 
Business meeting and more ringing at the Vicarage after. 
Neighbouring friends in Suffolk are cordially invited. 
There is a good bus service from Ipswich and Colchester 
passing the church, but visitors coming by car must get 
a permit before entering the coastal defence area.— Leslie 
Wright, Hon. Dis. Sec., Lower Barn Farm, Dedham.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTH S. —  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, March 15th. 
Members will meet at the Two Brewers, Shoe Lane,
E .C.4, at 2.30. Business meeting and handbells at 15, 
Farringdon Avenue, at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., 
Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TION.— Northern Branch.— Meeting for practice, Brier- 
ley Hill ( d . v . ) ,  Saturday, March 15th, 3 p.m. Tea 5 
p.m. Social evening' to follow.— Bernard C. Ashford, 
Sec., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Notting­
ham District.— The March meeting will be held at 1st 
Floor, Vernon House, Friar Lane, Nottingham, on Satur­
day, March 15th, from 3 p.m. Handbells available for 
single and double-handed practice. All are welcome. —
F. A. Salter, Dis. Sec.

OXFO RD DIOCESAN GUILD.— The annual general 
committee meeting will be held in Reading (D .V.) on 
Saturday, March 22nd, at the Central Girls’ Club, 29, 
Chain Street (opposite St. Mary’s Church House), at
3.15 p.m. It is hoped that all branches will be repre­
sented.— Richard T. Hibbert, Gen. Sec., 69, York Road, 
Reading.

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. —  Biggleswade 
District.— A meeting will be held at Henlow on Satur­
day, March 22nd. Bells (6, silent), also handbells, avail­
able, commencing at 3 p.m. Tea at 5 . W ill those re­
quiring tea please write Mr. L. Bywaters, 12, New 
Town, 'Henlow, Beds? —  C. J. Ball, 25, Tempsford 
Road, Sandy, Beds.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. —  North­
ampton Branch.— Quarterly meeting at Walgrave, Satur­
day, March 22nd. Usual arrangements. Bus leaves 
Derngate 2 .40. Names for tea to Rev. Segger. —  J. 
Dean, Hon. Sec., 4, Court Road, Northampton.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.— Bristol Rural Branch. —  A meeting of the 
Bristol Rural Branch will be held at Mangotsfield on 
Saturday, March 22nd, at 3 p.m. Tea at the Vicarage. 
Please make a special effort to attend and do NOT for­
get to advise for tea.— H. C. Gifford, Branch Sec., Dia­
mond Jubilee House, Short Hill Road, Westerleigh, 
Chipping Sodbury.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.— Devizes Branch.
—  The annual meeting will be held at Southbroom, 
Devizes, on Saturday, March 22nd. Service, St. James’ , 
at 4.30, followed by tea and meeting at 5 p.m. Hand­
bells will be provided. Names for tea, please, by 
March 17th.— W . C. W est, Branch Sec., 584, Seming- 
ton Road, Melksham. Phone 297.

M IDDLESEX CO UNTY ASSOCIATION AN D LON­
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— North and East District.—  
The annual district meeting will be held at Kilburn on 
Saturday, March 29th. Further details will be announced 
later.— T. J. Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec.

HERTS ASSOCIATION.— Meeting, Saturday, March 
29th, at Guides Studio, Falconer Road, Bushey, at 3 .45. 
Handbells. Social chat. Comfortable room. Tea ar­
ranged. A welcome to all interested in ringing, whether 
handbell ringers or not. Call in and see. Bus service 
close handy. —  C. H. Horton, 53, Aldenham Road, 
Bushey.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TION.— Annual Meeting. —  Preliminary Notice. —  The 
annual meeting will be held ( d . v . )  at Worcester on Sat­
urday afternoon, May 17th. Resolutions for the agenda 
should reach me by Saturday, April 19th (Rule 10) . Tea 
will be arranged, if possible, but only for those whose 
names are given to the branch or general secretaries at 
least ten days before the meeting. Will members please 
note, as the committee have decided to strictly enforce 
this?— J. D. Johnson, Gen. Sec.

131

D E A T H .
On February 8th, at Church View, Willoughby, near 

Rugby, James Major Hancock, aged 70 years.

DEATH OF A LINCOLNSHIRE RINGER.
The death is announced of Mr. Frederick Holdstock, of the R.A.F., 

which occurred recently on active service. He had been a ringer at 
Bigby, Lines, until he left the village some time ago. He took part 
in 17 peals, all of whioh were Minor. Three were handbell peals, 
including a seven-method peal. His tower-bell peals ranged from 
Bob Minor to Minor in 14 methods. He was 26 years old.

NORTH STAFFS ASSOCIATION.
The North Staffordshire Association are doing their best to keep 

tilings going, and on Saturday last they held a meeting at St. John’s 
Church, Hanley, at which tower bells without clappers were rung to 
Grandsire Triples and Kent Treble Bob Minor. Grandsire Triples 
and Caters and Bob Minor and Major were rung on handbells. A 
very pleasant afternoon was enjoyed.

TH E RINGING W O R LD .
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The Central Council Publications
F R E ET O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  

f r o m  th e
R e v . E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

* a. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-BeU Treble

Dominated Methods) ... ......................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) ................................  .........................  ... 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B............................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...  ̂2
MgTHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ..........  3

Cambridge Surprise Major .................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ......................... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION . . . ' ................................  1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ........................................................................................  2 O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

' ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. 10d.: second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof ana composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
* SURPRISE METHODS,' 2s. lOd, A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from 
Mias MARGARET £2, SNOWDON 
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s to n , L a n c s

P U B L IC A T IO N S *
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ and 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7$d. each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /* ).
O b tainable on ly  p o st fre e  fro m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V loara£e, near D aventry.

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES*
N0TSD FOR EA8Y HANDLING AND NON STRETCHINC
E st. 1 8 2 0 Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (HOPES) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rices in crease , 
p r e -w a r  qu ality , and send us y o u r old Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ils t-n o t in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R l G IN G  M A T 8  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IRKSTASD &  in Solid Silver

Diameter 2}in 2iin, 3iin. Biin, 4in. 4 jin. sin. 5}in 
Price 18/S 2 2 /8  2 8 /8  3 3 /8  4 2 / .  5 2 /8  8 7 /8  7 8  8

The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E . R U S S E L L  and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SM ITH  o f  DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

John Sm ith  & Sona, M idland Clock W ork s, 
Derby, Ltd.

Head Offloe and W ork s, Queen S t., Derby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S, D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

for the Proprietor bv the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild- 
Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams

Printed for the 
ford, and 
Buildings, London, E.&.4.
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THE CADRES OF THE EXERCISE.
It is the fashion in some quarters to talk about the 

apathy of ringers and to make doleful prophecies of what 
is going to happen to our art in the future. Few meet­
ings, we are told, are being held, and those badly at­
tended ; while handbell ringing and ‘ silent ’ tower bell­
ringing, which might do much good, are almost entirely 
neglected.

W e do not believe that there is much apathy in the 
Exercise. At all times there is a certain proportion of 
ringers' whose interest in the art is not very great, and 
who are a cause of disappointment and trouble* to the 
more energetic. That we must expect. It is not about 
them that we need to bother at the present. The danger 
comes from the fact that the stress of the times and the 
national necessities have taken away so many of our 
enthusiastic members and have curtailed our activities to 
such a great extent. As the lady who signed herself 
‘ Young Ringer ’ pointed out recently, it is not lack of 
enthusiasm, but lack of ringers which prevents more 
handbell practice; and as Mr. C. T . Coles says, meetings 
during the winter months in London and some other 
large towns have been neither possible nor advisable. 
After all, there is a war on, and these things cannot be 
helped.

But what of those who are still left?— the fewer and 
mostly older men who have not been called to the colours, 
and who still have some spare time which they could de­
vote to ringing had they the opportunity? These, as they 
look round, often find themselves left too few in num­
bers to do much, either with handbells or with ‘ silent ’ 
ringing. To them there must sometimes come the 
temptation to put ringing on one side for the duration 
of the war, and to turn for the time being to other in­
terest*, fully intending to resume their activity in the 
belfrv when happier days come. It is difficult to blame 
them, yet there is one thought which may be worth their 
consideration. It is easier to put aside an interest than 
it is to resume it, and if they are now too short of men 
to do any active things, yet they can take example from 
what happens in military matters.

In peace time when there is no fighting to be done the 
vast majority of soldiers are sent to their homes to fcjr- 
get all about warfare and to employ themselves in- other 
matters. But the army is not broken up. At the depots 
are retained a comparatively small number of key men, 
and around these cadres, as they are called, the whole 
army can quickly be reconstituted when need arises.

W e want something of the sort in the Exercise. In 
every association, in every belfry, if possible, we need 

(Continued on page 134.)
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Founders of the 
H EA VIEST BELLS

Cast in England

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE *
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Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most important ClocKs 

in the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

'THE GUILDFORD CLOGK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , L e e d s .”

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e r s , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration, 

get. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M ARKED  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G IL T  OR W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/- 
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, S Z , ™
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

M ETHOD SPLICIN G
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
‘ METHOD SPLICING,* price 1 /3  (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing World ’ Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKING.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NIC0LL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Mater to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh. St. Albens, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

men who will look upon themselves as the cadres on 
which the reconstructed Exercise can be based. They are 
denied the normal activities of the belfry, and there is 
not often much that they can do; but they can look upon 
themselves as still in being and keep their interest alive. 
If the captain of the band does no more than meet the 
secretary or one or two other members now and then and 
talk about old times over a glass of beer, he may be 
ensuring the future of change ringing in his own tower.

HANDBELL PEALS.
ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX.

THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 
DIOCESAN GUILD.

Ot Sunday, March 16, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-One Minutes,
A t  24. S u f f o l k  R o a d ,

A PEAL O F  BOB MAJOR, 5058 CHANGES|
M as. J. T h o m a s  . . .  .............  1-2 | I « a a c  J. A t t w a t e r .............  5-6
Joh n  T h o m a s  .......................  3 .4  | 'H a r o l d  H o w so n  .............. 7-8

Arranged by I J A t t w a t b r . Conducted by J. T h o m a s .

* First peal on eight bells.
ALDERSHOT, HANTS.

THE GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sunday, March 16, 1941, in I wo Hours and Eigh:een Minutes,

A t 106, L y n c h f  ir d  R oad  S 'id t h  F a r n b o r o d ^ h .
A PEAL O F  ( iR A N O S IR E T R IP L E S ,  S040 C H A N G ES ; 

P a r k e r ’ s T w b l v e - p a r t .
'M a c r ic b  H o d g so n  .............  1-2 | tHAROLD S . H o b d e n .............. j -6
S g t . J. F r b b m a n , R .A .M .C . 3-4 | t W il l ia m  H . V ig g b r s  . . .  7-8 

Conducted b y  J ohn F r b b m a n .
* First peal in the method. + First peal ‘ in liand.’ J First poal 

in the method ‘ in hand.’

HANDBELL RINGING AND THE NOISES ORDER.
A LINCOLNSHIRE RULING.

To the Editor.
Deai; Sir,—At the annual meeting of the Ft loo Deaneries Branch uf 

the Lincoln Diocesan Guild, the members of one of our towers came 
to me and said they wished to start handbell practices and proposed 
holding them in the local saddler’s shop. The local police constable, 
however, had told them that if any sound could be heard outside 
he would have to take proceedings against them. They had made 
further enquiries from the Superintendent of Police, and he also said 
they would be liable.

Thinking this was a very serious matter,' both for the Guild and 
for ringing in general, I immediately wrote to the Chief Constable of 
Lincolnshire and asked him for a ruling on the matter. He, very 
kindly, asked me if I would arrange a demonstration and he would 
send an inspector to report.

I made the necessary arrangements and gave the demonstration at 
Glyn Garth, goiiyj thoroughly into the subject with both closed and 
open yindows.

The inspector appeared quite satisfied that the handbells could not 
be confused with either ‘ church bells ’ or any ‘ authorised signal.’

As a result of the inspector’s report I have received a further letter 
from the Chief Constable (a copy of which I enclose), which no d o u b t 
will be of interest to the Exerciso at large.

R. RICHARDSON,
Master of the Lincoln Diocesan Guild.

Surfleet.
Copy of a letter from the Chief Constable of Lincolnshire:—

County Constabulary Headquarters, 
Lincoln.

13tli March, 1941.
Ringing of handbells.

Dear Sir.—With further reference to your letter, dated the 24th 
February, 1941, I write to inform you that, in view of the report on 
the demonstration which you kindly undertook, there is no objection 
to the holding of handbell practices by members of your Guild. It is 
hoped, however, that similar precautions, which will make it im­
possible for the bells to be mistaken for any of the prescribed signals, 
will be taken by each team of bellringers wherever practices are 
arranged.—Yours faithfully,

R. H. FOOKS, Chief Constable.
R. Richardson, Esq.,

Glyn Garth, Surfleet, Spalding.
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SILENT APPARATUS.
THE ST. LAWRENCE JEWRY APPLIANCE.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Taking simplicity and efficiency together, I imagine the 

silent apparatus installed at St. Lawrence Jewry, and described in 
your columns last week by Mr. E. Murrell, is about the best up to 
date, and if the designer will give permission, it would be a good 
thing if other towers were to adopt it for use in the times to come 
when bells may again be used.

Obviously the success of the apparatus depends mainly on the correct 
adjustments, and, as Mr. Murrell himself, says, it probably would 
be here that any improvements could be made.

There is one. point, however, where I do not quite follow Mr. 
Murrell. He says that whatever the arc is through which the beH 
swings, the clapper will strike at. the top o f the swing, and he goes 
011 to say that the contacts should be operated by the clapper. Is 
this correct? I should imagine that any attempt to use the clapper 
as a contact or trigger whether the apparatus is electrical or 
mechanical is foredoomed to failure.
'The relation of the movements of the bell and the clapper seems 

to be very complicated, depending 011 the weight and diameter of 
the bell, the length of the clapper, and the,different axis on which 
the bell and clapper swing. But really the point at which the clapper 
strikes is fairly constant and regular. It certainly is not at the top 
of the swing, and whether the arc is large or small, the bell speaks 
for all practical purposes at the same point in its swing. W e regulate 
the ringing, not by allowing the bell to swing a greater or less 
distance, but by pulling it quicker or slower. The experienced ringer 
knows wheti lie pulls his bell when it will strike. If he lets his tiell 
run up or cuts it down, that affects the next pull. This should get 
rid of the chief difficulty that Mr. Murrell mentions. But it should 
not be forgotten that I am writing largely from theory, while Mr. 
Murrell lias had practical experience. M. CLARKE.

AN IMPORTANT QUERY.
Dear Sir,—When bells are raised in peal they speak all the way 

up, on one side to begin with, later on both sides. I  would be glad 
to know at what point in the bell’s swing the Seage apparatus comes 
into action,, and also from what part of the bell the movement is 
taken to operate the mechanism. Perhaps some ringer in a tower 
where such an apparatus is in use would be good enough to supply 
this information.

Of course, Seage’s apparatus was in use long before electric lighting 
came into general use and the action is purely mechanical.-. To-day 
with electric lighting installed in so many churches it ought to be a 
simple matter to work the apparatus electrically. I have been turn­
ing the matter over in my mind and hope to evolve a simple 
mechanism. D. G. TAYLOR.

.Somerset.

A GREAT SUCCESS AT CRAWLEY.
Dear Sir,—My experience of the Seage apparatus is that it is an 

excellent arrangement for practising new methods and teaching be­
ginners, doing away with tbe many objections you hear about. There 
are very few people who object to bells when there is good striking.

Mr. James Parker, of Edmonton, and myself are the only two left 
of the old Crawley band who owe their' success in the early days of 
Surprise ringing to the Seage apparatus. The church is. situated 
close, to the shops and great tact was required for peal attempts.

I well remember, after a few practices on the apparatus, Mr. ‘ Jim ’ 
Parker called bobs at random for his own practice, thinking we 
should soon break down, but after ringing about an hour ^ie called
* Stand,’ saying he was run out of, bobs. It was decided to start for 
the peal the next week, and it was rung at the first attempt. On 
December 21st, 1893. a little difference in the falseness of a bell 
occurred, but probablv this could have been adjusted.

F. DENCH.
Saffron Walden.

A CONVERTED SEAGE APPARATUS.
Dear Sir,—W e have liad the Seage’s apparatus at Sedbergli for 

inanv years, and used it a good deal. As it took so much time fixing 
it for practice, I ‘ electrified * it and now leave the rockers on always. 
It is only necessary to switch on after raising the bells and switch 
off before lowering them. .

The apparatus consists of a large iron U-shaped bar, which is 
Divoted at the lower end. There are two stops to prevent it going 
too far. A pin on the bell stock hits first the left-hand top of one 
arm at, sav, backstroke and the right-hand top at liandstroke.

All I did was to attach an arm carrying a stud connected to 
‘ earth.* This stud moves over a plate made of insulating materia' 
with a flush contact in the middle. This contact goes to the bell 
slotferv. It works quite well.

With regard to methods, we rang Duffield for a little, but found 
the short courses monotonous, and, of course, it gives the conductor 
such a lot to do. Cornwall seems to be a verv musical method. I've 
rung about 140 Surprise methods 011 my machine and was verv much 
pleased with the sound of Cornwall. It keeps the 1i eavy bens w~e 11 
together. G. P. WOODHOTTSF.

Sedbergb.

HANDBELL RINGING FOR BEGINNERS.
SOME RULES FOR TEACHING.

To the Editor.
Sir,—When, in writing the account of the inaugural meeting of the 

Highcliffe Society, we mentioned that ‘ a system of teaching was 
employed having many novel features,’ we expected that someone 
would write and ask us to explain these -methods that others might 
profit by them, and * Young Ringer ’ has not disappointed us. While 
we do not blame ‘ Young Ringer ’ for, apparently, jumping to the 
conclusion that we have discovered something revolutionary in hand­
bell ringing, we would like to point out to him that ‘ there is nothing 
new under the sun,’ not even in bellringing, and the methods we 
employ are ordinary commonsense methods—explanations which the 
beginner really needs, but which many teachers so often forget all 
about. ..

In the first, place, everything depends on the age of your pupils, and 
whether they have had any previous experience of change ringing in 
the tower or not. Most of our pupils are young, some not in their 
’teens, and one only'seven, and none has had any previous experience 
of ringing. It is absolutely 110 use in such cases giving them a book 
on ringing and telling them to study i t : you would, sicken them 
right at the start and defeat your own ends.

What they want is a p r a c t ic a l  demonstration and explanation ot 
what changes mean, and how ‘ original ’ on all numbers can be pro  ̂
duced on paper. After that they can learn what ‘ plain hunting 
involves, not by ringing their bell up and down among the others, 
but by identifying themselves with their bell, and moving, after each 
change, among the other ringers. Let, for example, half a dozen 
learners with a bell each sit or stand against a table, in a straight 
line. Explain that the bells are always rung in order from right to 
left, and wherever they happen to be standing they always ring after 
the person on their right. Then after ringing each change, they move 
one place, either to the right or to the left, according to the direction 
they are going. When they get to the end seat, they always stop 
for two rings in that seajt.

WheiL they can ring ‘ original ’ you can then explain Flam Woo, 
by getting the person in No. 2 seat to stop there for two rings when 
a certain person, the ringer of the treble, is in No. 1 seat. After 
that can come Oxford Bob, by getting the person in No. 4 seat to 
stop there while the treble ringer moves from seats 3 to 2, or 2 to 3.

You will find that your beginners have not been playing this game 
long before one or more discovers that he always turns the samr 
person out of the end seats: lie lias thus learnt for himself what 
‘ coursing-order ’ and ‘ course-bell ’ mean. Also such a method of 
ringing demands that a wary look out should be kept tor the treble 
man in order to know when to make a place. Thus the beginner is 
preparing the way for the more difficult methods where the only 
satisfactory way of ringing them is by watching the treble and 
knowing when and where the places are made. (

When ringing in such a manner do not trouble about hand-stroke 
or ‘ back-stroke *; it i$ quite sufficient for the learner to make his 
bell ring by holding it straight out in front of him.

As tills game is only a means to an end, do not make too much of 
it, but get on as soon as possible to the normal method of handbell 
ringing. And here, with regard to position, holding and ringing the 
belf*, the number of bells to start on, and such matters, we are per­
mitted to refer the reader to an article written by one of our members 
under the pseudonyjn of ‘ Marylebone ’ in ‘ The Ringing World for 
October 18tn, 1940. . . . . . . .

In that article the various positions into which two bells can lali 
for Bob Minor and Grandsire Triples were explained, and we will not 
repeat any of that matter further. However, on the advice of the 
late Mr. Stephen Wood, we have decided to change our nomenclature 
a little. Instead of speaking of the 1-2, or 2-3, or 3-4 positions, we 
now speak of ‘ coursing,* or ‘ one-between * or ‘ two-between re­
spectively. This means that, for example, in Bob Major, when ringing 
in the * coursing ’ position, 110 bell is coursing between, and the two 
bells will dodge in stop, and behind together; in the ‘ one-between 
one bell is coursing between the two, and this bell is the one which 
leads or lies behind while the pair are crossing over in 2-3 or 6-7; in 
the ‘ two-between ’ two bells course between the pair, and these two 
lead or lie while the pair cross over in 3-4 or 5-6.

And now an important word with regard to progress, \oung people 
soon tire of anything after the novelty has worn off, and the teacher 
should be on the look out for this. Give your pupils enough ringing, 
but not too much of it: keep them always in the state of being anxious 
for more; and never keep them pegging away at one method or touch 
until they get heartily sick of it. In our own case, before we could 
ring touches of Bob Minor properly, we started to learn Kent. Before 
we could ring that properly we went on to Grandsire Triples and 
Bob M ajor; and before we could ring the latter properly we were 
practising Double Norwich. Because the beginner is always kept 
moving, his interest is kept alive, and every practice means some­
thing fresh to accomplish. We can safely say that since we have 
started eight-bell ringing six months ago we have not let a practice 
go by without ringing something (be it only one lead of a new method) 
which we had not done previously. - ,

We liope -that these hints will be of some use to Young Ringer, 
but if he has any other specific problems, we are sure, Mr. Editor, 
that you would be willing to re-address any letters he may care to 
send to us. THE SECRETARY.

Highcliffe Society, Swindon. ^



THE PEAL BOARDS OF LONDON.
W ESTM IN STER AND SO U TH W AR K  

(Continued from page 125.)
When we turn to the belfries of Westminster, South­

wark, and the inner ring of London suburbs there is 
evidence of much loss. At St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields 
the two oldest and most valuable boards were for 
long hung on the stairs leading to the gallery of the 
church, but they are now in the crypt. They are in good 
condition. One board in the belfry is illegible, but prob­
ably records either the 5,136 Oxford Treble Bob Maxi­
mus by the ancient Society of College Youths in 1785, or 
the 5,088 Stedman Cinqttes by the Society of College 
Youths in 1792. Both peals were at one time recorded, 
but one board has disappeared. The board which re­
cords the 7,325 Grandsire Cinques by the St. James’ 
Society is in good condition, blit needs cleaning.

The oldest board at St. Margaret’s is the one which 
commemorates the first performance of John Holt’s 
Original in 1751. It was restored half a century ago 
and now hangs in the church porch. The only other 
eighteenth century board in the steeple records 5,165 
Grandsire Caters by the College Youths in 1779. The 
woodwork is sound, but the writing is almost illegible.. 
There are two or three early nineteenth century boards in 
the belfry. • #

St. Clement Danes’ has.aio tablets older than the nine­
teenth century. Of the many interesting boards at St. 
Saviour’s, Southwark, the earliest, records the 5,040 Bob 
Royal by the Union Scholars in 1738, when Philemon 
Mainwaring turned the 52 cwt. tenor in to a peal single 
handed for the first time. Other eighteenth century 
boards are for three peals of Oxford Treble Bob Maxi­
mus— 5,136 by the Cumberlands in 1766, and 5,040 in 
1758, and 7,008 in 1784 by the College Youths.

The board for the last performance was restored and 
rewritten in 1874 and the wording altered. A tablet 
which recorded the then longest peal of Maximus, 6,336 
changes, rung in 1758 by the ‘ old ’ Society of London 
Youths, disappeared more than one hundred years ago.

Any old boards there may have been at St. Olave’s 
perished in the fire which destroyed the church and there 
are none at St. George’s or Christ Church. St. John’s, 
Horsleydown, had at one time two of more than ordinary 
interest. One of them recorded the first peal of Stedman 
Caters ever rung, the other 10,421 changes of Grandsire 
Caters in the closing hours of the eighteenth century. 
When some time ago I visited the belfry the walls were 
bare. Now the church has been gutted and the bells so 
far as can be seen completely destroyed.

St. Giles’-in-the-Fields possesses two valuable late 
eighteenth century boards, one for the peal of Grandsire 
Triples by the College Youths in 1791, when James Bart­
lett called the Original and was thought at the time and 
long after to have been the first man to do so and also to 
take part in the ringing; the other for Noonan’s peal of 
Stedman Triples rung by the Junior Cumberlands in 1799. 
Both have been restored and are in excellent condition, 
but four other old boards have disappeared. They were 
for London Union Triples in 1782, Cambridge Surprise in 
1783, Bob Major in 1785, and Oxford Treble Bob Major 
in the same year.

The oldest board at St.* Leonard’s, Shoreditch, com- 
piemorates 5,040 New Doubles Triples by the Cumber-
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lands in 1750, but the two most important are in the 
vestibule of the church. One, on a copper plate in gilt 
writing on a black ground within a gilt carved frame, 
commemorates the 12,000 Oxford Treble Bob Royal by 
the Cumberlands in 1784 ; the other in gilt writing on a 
black ground within a carved wood frame commemorates 
the two long peals in the same method by the College 
Youths in 1777. Photographs of these with descriptions 
are given in the Survey of London issued by the London 
County Council.

Two other boards formerly at Shoreditch are now in 
the belfry of St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields.

When St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green, was' burnt in 
1859 four boards were destroyed recording Grandsire 
Major, 8,448 Kent Treble Bob Major, Double Norwich 
Court Bob, and Superlative Surprise. I have no definite 
information as to the present fate of the bells and belfry, 
but the church was gutted.

When Christ Church, Spitalfields, was burnt in 1836 
an unknown number of boards perished.

The first peals on Hackney bells were rung in the old 
to\^er which still stands. One board recording a peal of 
Reverse Grandsire Triples by the Cumberlands in 1782 
has been removed to the new steeple.

St. George’s-in-the-East and St. Dunstan’s, Stepney, 
have no boards older than the nineteenth century, and 
the belfry walls at Clerkenwell are bare, though there 
were several tablets there at one time.

One eighteenth century board was at Islington, but 
what has happened to it is at present uncertain. Chelsea 
Old Church has a peal tablet, though the ring of bells 
was broken up a century ago. A photograph of the tab­
let is given in the County Council Survey of London.

St. Paul’s, Hammersmith, and St. Mary Abbot’s, 
Kensington, are pleasing exceptions to the long tale of 
destruction. Both churches were rebuilt in the nineteenth 
century, but in both cases the peal boards were preserved 
and re-erected in the new belfries. The Kensington 
boards include one which commemorates the ringing of 
the first peal of Stedman Triples we definitely know to 
have been true.

All Saints’ , Fulham, has four -eighteenth century 
boards, the oldest recording } 0,080 changes of Bob 
Major rung by the Fulham Youths in 1735. The other 
performances commemorated are, 10,098 Grandsire 
Caters in 1762, 5,040 Oxford Treble Bob Royal in 1776, 
and 5,220 Plain Bob Caters in 1783. There is also a 
very elaborate board recording the long peal of Grand­
sire Caters by the St. James’ Society in 1837.

At Lambeth there are two boards dating from 1777 
and 1778, and at Battersea two dating from 1782 and 
1790.

In the outer ring of London suburbs there are early 
boards and tablets at Hillingdon (1730), Greenwich 
(1732) , Richmond (1742) , and Twickenham (1749). 
Later eighteenth century boards are at Ealing (1798), 
Edmonton (1788, 1794, 1795, and 1797), Isleworth 
(1770), Twickenham (1785), Mortlake (1761' and 1776), 
Harrow (1780) , and Richmond (1767).

Many of the belfries I have mentioned as well as 
churches like St. John’s, Waterloo Road, Holy Trinity, 
Newington, and All Saints’ , Poplar, have nineteenth cen­
tury boards, some of them of great interest.

A good deal of the destruction of ancient boards which 
occurred before the recent air raids was caused by fire

TH E RINGING W O R L D .
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and the pulling down of steeples. That was unavoid­
able, but much was caused by neglect. So long as 
boards remained on the walls of the belfry they were safe 
enough, but when alterations were made or th,e belfry 
walls cleaned, there was usually no one to see that ^he 
boards were replaced. The result was inevitable. For 
a while they would stand on the floor, then they would 
get broken, then they would be carted ajvay as rubbish. 
I have a strong suspicion that at St. Giles’-in-the-Fields 
a later set of stoney ringers painted out one or two re­
cords to replace them with their own ‘ peals.’

A little time ago the Central Council undertook to col­
lect particulars of peal boards throughout the country. 
Much work has been done by Mr. Wilfrid Wilson and 
his committee, and what I have written above shows how 
necessary such a survey is. In several towers it has 
already led to a greater interest being taken in peat 
boards and in giving them attention and cleaning.

I have not been able to pay a personal visit to all the 
belfries and am not able to guarantee that every one of 
the boards mentioned still survives.

DF.ATH OF M R W ILLIAM  STEGGALL.
WELL-KNOWN EASTERN COUNTIES RINGER.

The death is announced of Mr. William Steggall, of Scole, near 
Diss, Norfolk, -which took place on F e b ru a r y  24th at the age of 66.

He was an old member of the Norwich Diocesan Association with 
which he had rung 76 peals, and a life member of the Suffolk Guild, 
with which he had rung 38 peals. He was a good striker and had 
been an active member of St. Mary-tlie-Virgin Society, Diss, for many 
years, After the death of the late John Souter, he was mostly seen 
0.11 the tendr box. He rang the 7tli to the ‘ William ’ peal at North 
Lopliam on May 7th, 1938. For some time he had been in failing 
health and had taken no active part in ringing for about 18 months.

The funeral was on February 27th at All Saints’ Church, Dickle- 
burgh, where he had been Ringing Master for many years, and he 
was laid to rest near to the tower and the bells he had so often rung.

E R I N  D O U B L E S .
A CLEVER SIX-SCORE.

The possibility of producing an extent of Erin Doubles still excites 
interest among composers. Mr. T. B. Worsley sends us two ingenious 
six-scores obtained by the use of two Singles in a Six. The device 
is, of course, quite legitimate, but is excluded by those people who 
say that no extent is possible. Here is one of Mr. Worsley's six- 
scores :— 120

12345 "  ’

21435 e
12435 0 
14253 
41235
42153 c
21153 3

42513
24531
25413
52413
54231
45231

54321 
45312 
43521 c  
34521 
35412 „  
53412 b

35421 „  
53421 s  
54312 
45321 
43512 c  
34512 ®

Repeat four times.

AN 'EXTEN T NOT POSSIBLE.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Some years ago, I tried to find a six-score of Erin 
Doubles. As t here are two ways of moving from six to six, and as 
each six can be rung in six different ways, the task does not seem 
insuperable. If, however, my memory does not fail me, I found, to 
my own satisfaction, that if 18 sixes could be put together, there 
were two sixes which would not fit anywhere. I discussed the matter 
with the late Mr. W. A. Cave, who gave me the following touch of 
72, which is probably not the maximum length:—

12345

Chilcompton.
45213 S  at 2, five times repeated.

J. T. DYKE.

Dear Sir,—' Puzzled ’ wants to know why an extent of Erin Triples 
can be composed, but not art extent of Erin ■ Doubles. The answer 
is that the conditions are not the same in both cases. Oxford Treble 
Bob will give an extent of Minor, but not of Major. No six-score of 
Double Grandsire Doubles is possible. X.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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THE EDITOR.
The Editor wishes once more to express his ŝincere 

thanks to the large number of friends, not all of them 
even personally known to him, who have sent their sym­
pathy and good wishes to him in his illness. It is not 
at present possible for him to acknowledge their messages 
individually.

The further operation which was necessary was to* be 
performed on Wednesday.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
Next Monday is ‘ The Ringing World’s ’ thirtieth birthday. It 

first appeared on March 24th, 1911.
Bristol has suffered severe damage to her churches during numerous 

air raids, and last Monday night seven more churches and chapels 
were either burnt out or severely injured. A church in which many 
people were sheltering received a direct hit, but only one person was 
killed, though several were severely injured. Details of damage to 
tfie buildings and the bells are not yet available.

The president of the Royal Institute of British Architects, speaking 
.of the London which will arise after the war, said of the city churches : 
The London skyline would be dull without them. They should not 
be removed to the suburbs. London must retain Wren’s steeples.

On March 16th, 1778, the Norwich Scholars rang 6,240 changes of 
Oxford Treble Bob Maximus at Mancroft. It was the longest length 
in the method and for a time gave tho record to the Society of 
Cumberland Youths, who were then in the middle of their historical 
long length contest with the College Youths. •

CliaUis P. Winney was born at Navland in Suffolk on March 17tli, 
1858.

On March 17th, 1844, the Cumberlands rang 7,025 changes of Sted­
man Caters at All Saints’ , Poplar. The peal was composed and con­
ducted by Henry Haley and contained sixty full tittum courses be­
tween singles. In the next year John Cox composed a 6,701 without 
singles, which had the sixty in-course course ends, but in which one 
course necessarily was incomplete.

The culmination of the long and keenly fought long-length contest 
between the College Youths and the Cumberlands was reached on 
March 22nd, 1802, when the latter society ran<? 7,104 changes of 
Oxford Treble Bob Maximus, single handed, at St. Saviour’s, South­
wark. They had already secured thfe ten-bell record 'by their 12,000 
at Shoreditch in 1784.

Mr. George Williams called the first peal of Bristol Surprise Major 
on March 22nd, 1901, at St. Peter’s, Brighton.

A peal of Grandsire Cinques, 9,020 changes, at St. Martin’s, on 
March 23rd, 1887, gave the Birmingham men the record for the 
method, which since 1735 had been held by -the College Youths.

Oit the same date in 1837 at Liverpool Elijah Roberts tapped on 
handbells, 19,440 changes of Kent Treble Bob Maximus; and in 1898 
Bernard Witchell called on handbells for the Birmingham men 8,888 
changes of Stedman Caters.

The College Youths rang 5,020 Plain Bob Caters at Pulliam oil 
March 23rd, 1783. They claimed it as the first peal in the method, 
but two, both 6,480, had already been rung at Lefcds in Kent.

Fifty years ago to-day six peals were rung. They were Grandsire 
Triples 2, Stedman Triples 1, Bob Major 1, Kent Treble Bob Major t, 
and Double Norwich Court Bob Major 1.

T H E  LONDON CH U R C H ES.
A PRECIOUS HERITAGE.

In ail article on the churches of London, ‘ The Sunday Times ’ 
protests against the suggestion to rebuild them in the newer suburbs 
where they may be thought to be of more use.

The churches of London, as and where they stand, provide the 
great corpus of English classical architecture from which all who 
pass through the imperial capital may learn the precepts and observe 
the growth of the national style. That style originated with Wren, 
working on the academic foundations laid by Inigo Jones.

The Fire of London gave Wren his opportunity and the inspiration 
of his cathedral and his nucleus of churches held good for a century 
and a half, through Gibbs, Hawksmocfr, Dance, and their like, down 
to the architects of the Greek revival. Thus England was endowed 
with a tradition of good building, eloquent, gay and just, which has 
no equal outside Italy. Every church erected between the Fire and 
the Gothic Revival is intrinsically precious. But still more precious 
are they in conjunction with one another, on the sites where they 
were built, circumscribed by lanes of Saxon origin and enlivened by 
what Dr. Johnson called the full tide of human existence. For it  is 
these circumstances that explain their form and scale. Transport 
such a church to the middle of a suburban merry-go-round and the 
virtue goes out of it.

When people speak of dispersing the London churches, they speak 
not only to the detriment of London as a city, but with glib and 
treacherous indifference to the preservation of the English archi­
tectural tradition.

WEARS & 
STAINBANK,

F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12th year 
of reign of 
Elizabeth).

JBellfounders St 
IB e l lhangers ,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LOHDOH, E.1.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

HANDBELLS
in sets of any number.

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

Telephone B ls h o p s g a t e ' 8 8 4 9

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR. 
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CHURCH BELLS AS WARNINGS.
FOR LOCAL AND RESTRICTED USE ONLY.

The widespread uncertainty about tlie part church bells will play 
as warnings in the event of an enemy invasion is set at rest by a 
leaflet which will be distributed to the general public during the 
next few days.

The people are given full and detailed instructions of what they 
are to do; and they arc told that there will be 110 attempt to rouse 
the nation by ringing bells in th«J way that the country was called 
to arms by fire beacons when the Armada came in 1588. Such a 
thing is, of course, out of date, though many people seem to have 
expected it. If church bells are rung at all, it wiy be as a warning 
to the local troops that the enemy have been seen landing by air 
near the church. It will not concern anybody else, and if members 
of the general public hear any bells, their duty is to'take 110 noticc. 
They will have other things to attend to.

The following is an extract from the leaflet:—
What does it mean when the church bells are rung?
It is a warning to the local garrison that troops have been seen 

landing from the air in the neighbourhood of the church in question.
Church bells will not bo rung all over the country as a  general 

warning that invasion has taken place. The ringing of church bells 
in one place will not be taken up in neighbouring churches.

N O R W I C H  D I O C E S A N  A S S O C I A T I O N .
RECORD MEETING AT HETHERSETT.

What the Rector of Hethersett, the Rev. J. M. La F. Me Anally, 
described as the most successful meeting of ringers he had known 
in his parish at any time was held 011 Saturday, March 15th. Re­
ferring to the ban 011 the ringing of church bells, he said this was 
particularly sad for the people of Hethersett, because only a few 
months before they had completely restored their bells. As a nou- 
riuger he could not understand why the ringing of the bells with 
their clappers lashed would be of interest, ana he liad been at some 
pains during the day to assure his parishioners that the bells would 
thus be rung that afternoon.

Supporting the Rector, who look the chair at the business meeting, 
were the Revs. A. St. J. Heard and A. G. G. Thurlow, Messrs. J. G. 
W . Harwood and H. Tooke (branch secretaries), Mr. N. Golden 
(general secretary and treasurer), and members from Attleborough, 
Aylsham, Bergh Apton, Forncett, Mulbarton, Norwich (St. Miles’, and 
St. Peter Mancroft), Wymondham and the local tower. Two new 
members, Mrs. M. A. L. Ames and Mr. B. Jermy, of Bergh Aptou, 
wer6 elected, bringing the total strength of this six-bell tower to 20 
members, a tribute to the combined efforts -of the Rev. A. S£. J. 
Heard and Mr. H. C. Boggis.

It was decided to hold the next meeting in Norwich 011 Satunwy, 
April 19th, to take the place of the usual Easter Monday meeting. 
It is hoped there will be silent practice on St. Giles’ bells, handbells 
in St. Peter Mancroft belfry, a service in the latter church and tea 
in the Parish Hall. . . .

The Rector of Hethersett was heartily thanked for his kindness in 
allowing the use of his bells and for conducting the service, the 
organist for her helpful part and Mr. Albert Bracey for securing the 
clappers of the bells. Mr. George Bell, his wife and daughters were 
not forgotten for their heroic efforts at the King’s Head in coping 
with the additional numbers for tea.

The success of this meeting is a further indication of the healthy 
state of the association in war time, as was the decision to print a 
report for 1940 and the steady influx of subscriptions. There are 
defaulters, of course, but the great majority of the members of the 
Norwich Association are genuine supporters.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
MEETING AT LITTLE CLACTON.

A meeting of the North-Eastern .Division of the Essex Association 
was held at Little Clacton on Saturday and was attended by fifteen 
ringers from Mistlev, Dedham, Great Clacton, Tendriug, Kirby-le- 
Soken. Rushmere, Thorington, Halstead and Little Clacton.

During the afternoon and evening eleven methods were rung on 
handbells, including Double Graudsire, Grandsire, Double Court and 
Oxford Bob Triples, Oxford Bob and Plain Bob Minor. Bob Major, 
Single Court. Cambridge and London Surprise Minor (single handed) 
and Stedmau Doubles.

Service was held in church at 4.30 p.m., conducted by the \icar, 
the Rev. Max Sewell Wontner, who gave an address and a warm 
welcome to the ringers. At his request handbells were rung betore 
flic service by Miss H. G. Snowdon 1-2, Alan R. Andrews 3-4, G. A. 
Andrews 5-6, H. J. Millett 7-8.

Owing to a misunderstanding, the arrangements for tea liad come 
to grief, but the secretary had advised those intending to be present 
to bring food, and tea was supplied by Mrs. Wripjht.

A letter was received from Mr. .W. J. Nevardrs son saying that Ins 
father had hurt his leg and was unable to be present. The meeting 
sent condolences to Mr. Nevard and hoped he would soon be all right 
again.. /

Ramsey was chosen for the next meeting, to be held in June. Mr.
C. A. Andrews moved a hearty vote of thanks'to the Vicar for 
having the meeting at the Vicarage and for the beautiful service, 
which was much enjoyed; to the organist and blower, and the mem­
bers of the choir for their services.

SIR HENRY TULSE.
ROYALIST AND CHURCHMAN.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,— As one holding the memory of Sir Henry Tulse iii much 

regard, I had great pleasure in reading Mr. Trollope’s article 011 Tulse 
and his Times, which you published; perhaps I may be allowed to 
add a few comments.

Sir Henry was born about 1620. He was a country gentleman living 
in the New Forestand was returned to Parliament in 1640 as a member 
for t lie nearby Christchurch. I11 successive Parliaments he is described 
as of Hinton Admiral (not of London), and he left a large, sum for 
the poor of that parish (Sopley), which charity still exists. Thus wit li 
a London homo with its interests also, he liad a full life and ap­
parently tlirew liiihself wholeheartedly into parochial, civic and 
national affairs. And then there was his recreation of bellringing, 
so strong indeed that, despite the claims of his mayoralty, lie deter­
mined not to forgo the concurrent Mastership of the College Youths.

The above was aptly dealt with by the Rev. Canon Tatlow, as 
Rector of the parish, in giving his address after the unveiling of the 
Tulse Memorial in St. Dionis Backchurdv Courtyard. He said that 
such devotion to affairs was indeed typical of British character in all 
periods and especially so when the * times are out of joint,’ and, 
etflitinuing, said, ‘ Public service entered largely into his life, and 
turning to fhe social and political environment of those who, like 
Tulse, lived in the last half of the 17tlr century, we know fhat it was 
conditioned by the great readjustments which followed the Renais­
sance'and the Reformation, of which indeed the then recent Civil 
War was hut .a part. England was recrystallising and was to emerge 
from the final revolution of 1688 as we know it to-day.

‘ Throughout these stirring times Sir, Henry was both* spectator 
and actor and lie played his part well. He had to react to the 
intrigue and subtle cross play of Charles II. and then to the impatient 
bigotry of his successor Janies. It is more than interesting lo observe 
that he was “ King’s friend ” when nominated as a Royalist Mayor 
to a disturbed city, just dispossessed of its ancient Charter, and, 
again, that Tulse was to pose as Church’s friend when James II. 
removed him from tho Aldermauic Court (with others) for obstruc­
tion. But the final act was when, in 1688, William and Mary restored 
with honour Tulse and all those Alderman, of whatever party, who 
had been ejected.’

It was 10 years before his Mayoralty in 1683-4 that Tulse was 
knighted when, having jusb been elected Alderman and Sheriff, the 
King bestowed that honour upon him publicly at the J^ord Mayor’s 
Banquet. (There is a contemporary reference to ‘ jollity and splen­
dour.*) The King probably knew his Tulse and his City of London 
too, for we must remember that for years after Cromwell’s death it 
was a stronghold of Republicanism. So fiercely did the currents of 
political and religious strife 11111 that even Pepys (though a friend of 
the King) was committed to the Tower, and was for months in danger 
of his life 011 a perjured c harge. His great preferment afterwards 
was pari ly a royal requital. Mr. Trollope gives an admirable sum­
mary of all this, but I should like to add that ‘ packed juries 011 
one side were as obvious as ‘ packed benches’ 011 the other. There 
were ovev 100 towns involved 111 this ‘ quo warranto ’ business, and 
London submitted sullenly, but it was not so with many and some 
towns oven offered to spontaneously remit their Charters, as a 
Royalist gesture. . , _  _ •

I will only add that Tulse’s portrait hangs at Giandon, Lord 
Onslow’s home near Guildford. (He has kindly promised that I shall 
see it at some time.) Ho is, by the way, not a descendant of Sir 
Henry’s son-in-law, but a co-lateral relative. And in regard to the 
alleged tragic end of Tulse’s daughter at Croydon, this is mentioned 
in ‘ Beaven’s Aldermen ’ under the year 1673. She was not married 
until 1676 or so, and there is no other reference to the tragedy so 
far as I know, so, as the old lady said, ‘ let’s hope it isn’t true.’

# E. ALEXR. YOUNG.
Italian Villa, Bromley, Kent. 1

BTG B E N .
AN INTERESTING PHOTOGRAPH.

The B.B.C. Handbook for 1941 contains a most interesting and 
unusual photograph of Big Ben, the bell that so many millions 
have heard and so very few have ever seen.

As all ringers know, the bell is cracked, but the photograph shows 
it to be worse cracked than most of us imagined, and right in the 
centre of the sound bow a big square hole has been cut to stop the 
crack from going further. No wonder the tone is far from pure, bul 
should we really wish our old frienjl to be recast? The mam reas°J] 
it has never been done is, we understand, that to get a new bell 
into the tower would mean the costly and inconvenient job of dis­
mantling and refurnishing several rooms which occupy the space m 
the tower below the bells. It would be easy to get the old bell down, 
for it could be broken up first. n

The design of the massive iron work on which the five bells hang 
will b^ of interest to those who have studied bell frames. It is like 
nothing to be found elsewhere.

We are indebted for the copy of the handbook to the courtesy of 
Miss Beatrice Hart, tho Editor of the B.B.C. Supplementary Pub­
lications, who is a ringer at St. Augustine’s, Kilburn, and secretary 
of the local guild.
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ISAAC JOHN BENJAMIN LATES.
CONTEM PORARY’S SKETCH OF AN OLD  

BIRMINGHAM CELEBRITY.
One of the best known of the early Birmingham 

ringers and one of the men whose names will always be 
associated with the composition'*of Stedman Triples is 
I. J. B. Lates, one of whose peals is still frequently rung. 
John Day, another Birmingham celebrity, wrote many 
years ago his recollections of the ringers he had knqwn 
in his young days, and the following is his sketch of Lates.

Mr. Lates (I. J. B.) was a native of Walsall, his father 
being a professor of music, and organist of the Parish 
Church of St. Matthew. Both father and mother were 
victims of the terrible cholera plague of 1832, and were, I 
believe, both buried on the same day. .

• He was an upholsterer by trade, having, as I always 
understood, learned that business at Oxford, in which city 
his earlier peals were rung. He was of rather spare habit, 
about 5 ft. 8 ins. high, a bit of a dandy in dress, and very 
gentlemanly in manner.

He had an impediment in his speech, which I cannot 
very well describe. It was not a stammer, but as if the 
tongue was too long, and got into the way of the words he 
wished to utter.

As a ringer he was not very remarkable, and his manner 
of handling a bell was peculiar and somewhat awkward. 
When ringing he stood very erect with his legs close 
together, seeming to pull entirely from his elbows, with little 
or no movement of the body, consequently the bell he rang 
had to go fairly well.

He rang and conducted several peals of Grandsire and 
Treble Bob on eight and ten bells, but I am not aware he 
rang peals of Stedman.

There can be no doubt that he had great ability as a 
composer. He was the first to produce a peal of Stedman 
Triples with only two extremes, that is, Doubles, and from 
1842 to 1846 it was rung many times. Many excellent 
peals of Stedman Caters by him were rung, and the earliest 
peal I ean find with the 5th or 6th behind the 9th and tKe 
treble in 2nd’s place at the course-ends throughout was com­
posed by him and rung in September, 1844. In Treble Bob 
Major his 5,024 stands unsurpassed, and in short, there are 
good peals of his in each of the standard methods, since he 
always aimed at excellence.

Lates was especially clever as a listener to ringing, and 
while so engaged he would make imaginary figures on the 
palm of the left hand with the forefinger of the right. He 
would make the Bobs as they were called, and say what the 
next course-end should be so that he would very soon have 
the whole plan of a peal before him by simply listening. 
His memory, too, was wonderfully perfect in these matters, 
as he would go bome and commit to paper anything that 
particularly struck him. This gift of his was very well 
understood by the best men of the Exercise, from since 
time to time he gave numerous proofs of it.

One of his peculiarities used to be somewhat of a puzzle 
to us at that time, and still remains a puzzle to me at the 
present time. Every now and again he used to surprise us 
by bringing an account of a peal, either Trebles or Major, 
rung at the village of Christleton, in Cheshire. In the band 
there were several brothers named Mayers, and a Mr. J. 
Porter who conducted, and Lates-used to describe them as 
‘ devilish clever fellows -vtfho could ring anything.’

Several of his peals of Stedman Triples were said to ba 
rung there, and that, too, when they were not so easy to 
conduct as they are now. When my uncle was practising 
for his Treble Bob Triples, Lates, by listening and chatting 
about it, soon found out how it was worked, composed a 
peal of it, and got it rung at Christleton. Afterwards a peal 
of Double Norwich of his was supposed to be rung there. 
This sort of thing caused Lates to be disliked. My uncle 
was very annoyed about the Treble Bob Triples, and after 
speaking pretty freely to Lates about it, let it fall through.

From what I really know and from what I have heard 
from time to time I have small doubt that he was guilty 
of sharp practice on more than one occasion and very 
likely he was not alone in such practice.

At one Michaelmas fair, several of the Christleton ringers 
came to Birmingham, when we considered them no better 
than ourselves, in fact hardly so good. In after years, when 
the late W . Snowden wrote to that place for information 
respecting some of the peals rung there, he could get none. 
He was particularly anxious about the Double Norwich 
reported to have been rung there in 1846, and wrote several 
letters on the subject. T o  one he got the reply that they 
knew nothing about it. and to his last letters no reply at all.

When stricken down in his last illness in 1857, Lates sent 
for Chattell and gave him his MS. books and papers. Later 
on, when Chattell was going to the home in Harbourne, he 
gave them to Mr. J. Perks, who in turn gave them to Mr. 
H . Bastable. They were in my possession for some time, 
and while perusing them I discovered the peal of Double 
Norwich before-mentioned, marked as having been rung at 
Christleton in 1846. On making this discovery I took the 
papers to Mr. H. Johnson so that he might be able to 
examine the peal and he did so, but could not make it out 
to his satisfaction. There are four Singles, two made in 
the ordinary way and two in four-five; this was afterwards 
explained by Mr. A. P. Heywood.

These MS. and papers were in Mr. Johnson’s possession 
for some time, and when I received them from him I 
addressed him somewhat as follows: ‘ Well, Harry, you 
have now seen what he has left behind him.’ I often 
think of him as he put his hand on my shoulder and look­
ing me full in the face, replied ‘John, he was a clever 
fellow. ’

Lates was always - courteous and gentlemanly in 
manner.* He died on March 22nd, 1858, in his 60th year, 
and was buried in St. Philip’s Churchyard.

ST . S A V I O U R ’ S. S O U T H W A R K
NAKROYV ESCAPE IN AIR RAID.

Twice recently Southwark Cathedral has had a narrow escape from 
destruction by enemy action. On the first occasion a bomb fell within 
a few inches of the Lady Chapel, penetrated the ground and burst 
beneath. Ominous cracks have appeared in the wall of the retro- 
choir, but the extent of the damage cannot yet be known.

More recently a very heavy bomb fell in the roadway between 
the Cathedral and the Borough Market, where so many ringers have 
stood to listen to the famous bells. The blast was terrific; six people 
in the vicinity were killed, all the painted windows on the south side 
of the church were broken, and the stone work battered and chipped.

BELL. ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT * 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
PLACES.

When we are studying- a method, the first thing we 
usually do is to examine its place-making. As we ex­
plained in our article of December 15th, 1939, a know­
ledge of the places will enable us to prick the full lead 
of any method, and when we know what places it has we 
know a very great deal about the method itself.

It is only natural, therefore, that composers and method 
builders should have come to look on the places as the- 
essential things in a method, and should have tried, from 
time to time, to lay down rules to regulate their use in 
method construction.

Sir Arthur Heyvvood’s views*were expressed in the dic­
tum that ‘ it is of the first importance that each bell 
should at backstroke occupy, when possible, a different 
position to that in which it struck at handstroke, thus 
carrying out the first law of change ringing that every 
bell that can must change its place each stroke, or, in 
other words, that there should be as little place making 
as possible, in which term whole pulls in front and behind 
are included.’

In Major ringing he advocated an unbroken sequence 
of alternate quadruple and triple changes. ‘ Less place 
making than this is not possible; more is not necessary.’ 
He further, stated that ‘ the places made at anv one 
change should not, if it can be avoided, adjoin one 
another.’

Heywood based his opinions on what he held were 
musical requirements, for he always professed to treat 
the production of music as the one essential condition in 
a method. With that side of the question we are not for 
the moment concerned, but his opinion influenced many 
other men, who accepted his conclusions as valid for 
method construction apart from music. There are still 
those who think that adjoining; places are bad, and who 
look on places made wrong; (i.e ., at back and hand) as 
evils, necessary evils, perhaps, in some cases, but still 
evils.

There was at one time a group of men who held that 
places are the only things that really matter in a method.
‘ Get the places right and everything else follows auto­
matically. Places are the method.’ Henry Law James 
was one of the leading men of this group, and the con­
troversial opinions which, as older readers will remem­
ber, he so persistently and so ably expressed about the 
extension of Superlative and other methods, were based 
on these views.

Places are important things, in method construction, but 
they are important only as convenient means'by which we 
can understand what a method is. In themselves they 
are of no greater importance than any ofher work. It is 
right to say that we can deduce the whole of the work 
from the place making. It is wrong to say that the other 
work depends on, or is caused by, the place making. It 
is often said, for instance, that in Bob Major the making 
of second’s place when the treble leads ‘ causes ’ the bells 
in 3-4,. 5-6 and 7-8 to dodge. As ordinarily used, the ex­
pression is harmless enough, but it is not really true. 
The place making no more ‘ causes ’ the dodging than the 
dodging ‘ caujes ’ the place making. Each is necessary 
to the other, and both are parts of one operation, for 
place making, equally with hunting, is movement, place 
making is in fact a part of hunting.

W e can best illustrate the work places do if we com­
pare a method to the elaborate company drill which was 
an important part of army training in the old days. Com­
pany drill consisted of a' number of complex movements 
by which soldiers in one formation were moved into 
another, and during the evolutions some of the men had 
to mark time for so many steps. Unless they did so 
properly, the others could not fall into their right posi­
tions. As we used to sing with great conviction on the 
march in France—

I f  the odd numbers don’t mark time two paces,
How the hell can the rest form platoon?

Places are the equivalent of marking time, and just as, 
if you restrict the times when the soldiers may mark 
time, you will make the more complicated evolutions im­
possible, so, if you say you will have only so many places 
in a method and only those of a certain sort, you are say­
ing in other words that you will not allow whole classes 
of complex methods.

The movement which is change ringing can be divided 
into two kinds— forward hunting and backward hunting. 
Forward hunting is when the odd bells go up and the 
even bells go down, and when the leading and lying are 
at hand and back. In the first lead of Plain Bob Major 
all the bells are forward hunting.

Backward hunting is when the odd bells go down and 
the even bells go up, and the leading and lying are at 
back and hand.

Forward. Backward.
123456 123456
2 i4365 132546
24l635 315264
426153 35i624
4625!3 536142
645231 563412
654321 654321
563412 645231
536142 462513
351624 426153
3L5264 241635
132546 214365
123456 123456

These two are essentially the same thing except for 
direction. Each is a round block, in each every bell has 
a cyclical path, and the whole pulls at the front and be­
hind are a part of that path.

AH the movement in every method, even in the most 
complex, is made up of a number of similar blocks or 
combinations of th£m. Sometimes all the bells are in­
volved, but m'ore often only some of them. As a simple 
example, write out the hand and back rows of a course 
of Bob Major when the treble is leading and you will 
see that the seven working bells go through a 
backward hunting block among themselves. Or 5678 
write out the four back bells in the first two sec- 6587 
tions of Bristol, and you will see that they take 6857 
among themselves three steps of forward hunting 8675 
and then three steps of backward hunting. 6857

In the majority of methods the movements are 6587 
not so obvious, but they are always there. 5678

The Q sets into which the bobs of a peal com­
position are grouped form one class of this cyclical move­
ment, and we can say that the plain course of every 
method is constructed by a number of more or less com­
plicated O sets._ W e know a great deal about a method 

(Continued on next page.)
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TREBLE BOB.
IT IS A MUSICAL METHOD.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—When * Country Ringer * gets to heaven (as he seems to 

anticipate) and rings that 22 cwt.. tenor to Treble Bob, perhaps he 
could squeeze me in when the gatekeeper isn’t looking, for I would 
like to ring one of the other bells.

Treble Bob (especially the Royal) is far better to listen to, to my 
mind, than some of the ‘ higher ’ methods. True, the Wrongs, Homes 
and .Middles produce repetitions of back-bell music with the back bells 
in coursing order, creating monotony, but that is what most of your 
recent correspondents seem to prefer in the discussion on * What is a 
good method.-’ They don’t seem to like more than one bell between 
the tenors, so Treble Bob should fill that requirement in part. .

The real music of Treble Bob is in those very leads that are com­
plained of, namely, when the four'back bells are going through the 
slow, in Royal, and the two back bells in Major. I f  tho ‘ beat * of 
the bells is perfectly maintained throughout' these leads, with properly 
open leads, this is music equal to the best, for those who can appre­
ciate something more than humdrum course-end stuff.

I like to hear a good tenor nobly leading, lying second’s and 
leading again, with the 7th (or 9th) working away from her, and then 
working down again, to change places and reverse the music. Un­
luckily, striking sometimes goes to pieces in these leads, for ringers 
generally don’t like the music, and Jose the rhythm and the musical 
effect by lack of attention.

There is a place in Cambridge Major where the tenors are 
momentarily reversed in 5-6 with two smaller bells above them. 
Should these smaller bells be weak or rung too close over the tenors, 
the effect is the same as a course-end of Minor with reversed tenors. 
Treble Bob never produced anything as ugly as that.

L hope • Country Ringer * will forgive me if I don’t go quite so far 
as he does when ho * says that Treble Bob is a first-class method. 
Say rather that it is a grand fundamental method on which a lot 
of glittering frills have been tacked, namely, the Surprise group, but 
don’ t forget that they all, Treble Bob included, have got to round 
up their music to fit the familiar standard lead ends.

Mr. R. D. St. J. Smith refers to tenors ‘ pounding away on the 
front for a whole lead each.’ Those bells strike no louder there 
than elsewhere. Has he ever considered the five-pull dodge in Super­
lative ? That has been considered one of the best methods in its time. 
Some composers seem to shudder at the thought of having the 2nd 
in 6th’s place, but if it is a good bell, capable of holding its own 
among the back bells, I can’t see why it shouldn’t dodge with the 
tenor f<?r one or two courses in a peal, the musical interval is wide, 
but gives variety, and one gets the sense of homecoming as the 6th 
comes in front of the tenor once more.

May I drop a brick at the end of this letter? I make the state­
ment that tne most beautiful part of a course of Stedman Caters 
or Cinques is in the middle of the course when the small bells are 
working under the tenor. But it should be heard on handbells to 
really get the best of, it. Best wishes. PETER LAFLIN.

25, Hall am Street, Stockport.

THE TERM BOB.—‘ The word “  extream,”  we'must confess, is the 
most proper, but there now is, and for some time has been, a word 
called “ Dob”  instead of extream. Upon what account the word 
was changed we know not; yet, nevertheless, for fashion’s sake we 
advise everyone to use it.*—‘ Campanalogia,’ 1702.

T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
(Continued irom previous page.)

if we know its place making-, but we know’ far more if 
we know its Q sets.

Now if the leading- and lying whole pulls are a part 
of hunting, as they assuredly are, then the places which 
are involved in any one of these other movements are 
a part of hunting also; For instance, in the example 
from Bristol given above the sixth takes three steps for­
ward and then three steps backward. So does the fifth. 
In one case it results in the two places which form the 
whole turn; in the other the single blow behind. Both 
are part of the same operation, and We cannot have one 
without the other.

All this shows us that we must not treat places as if 
they were things which stand by themselves, and such 
rules as those Heywood tried to lay down are bound to 
prove mischievous. W e will not judge a method simply 
because it has few or many places, nor whether they are 
made at hand or back, nor whether they are together or 
not. W e will take the method as a whole and judge it 
by what it gives us.

SILCHESTER SURPRISE.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I have been much interested by the letters that have 
been published on the subject of Surprise methods. Some years ago 
I took much pleasure in them, working to try and find the best that I 
could, and the best that I managed to find was Silchester, which 
was published in the Bristol District’s book. It keeps the tenors well 
together and runs in three lead courses, which enables us to get 
many short touches and a great variety of peals.

Let me say in passing that Bristol Surprise is an older method 
than it is generally supposed to be. I discovered it when I was up 
at Cambridge in 1891. I first found Peterborough, and from it deduced 
Bristol.

Endsleigh, Tavistock, Devon.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
2 1 3 4 6 5 8 7
1 2 4 3 5 6 7 8
2 1 4 5 3 7 6 8

E. BANKES JAMES.

2 4 1 5  7 3 86 
4 2 5 1 3 7 6 8  
2 4 1 5 3 6 7 8  
4 2 5 1 6 3 8 7

2 4 5 6 1 3  78 
4 2 6 5 3 1 8 7  
4 6 2 5 1 3 7 8  
6 4 5 2 3 1 8 7

4 6 2 5 3 8 1 7  
4 2 6 3 5 8 7 1  
£ 4 3 6 8 5 1 7  
4 2 6 3 8 5 7  1

4 6 2 8 3 7 5 1  
6 4 8 2 3 7 1 5  
4 6 2 8 7 3 5 1  
4 2 6 7 8 3 1 5

2 4 7 6 8 1 3 5
4 2 6 7 1 8 5 3
4 6 2 7 8 1 3 5
6 4 7 2 1 8 5 3

4 6 7 1 2 8 3 5
6 4 1 7 8 2 5 3
4 6 7 1 8 5 2 3
6 4 1 7 5 8 3 2

6 1 4 7 8 5 2 3
1 6 4 8 7 2 5 3
6 1 8 4 2 7 3 5
1 6 8 4 7 2 5 3

1 6 4 8 2 7 3 5
Bob

1 8 6 7 4 2 3 5

A  R IN G IN G  M A T C H .
. IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

‘ Norwich Gazette,’ January 27th, 1733.
‘ January 27th, 1733. This is to give notice, That the Company of 

Five Bell Ringers, who go by the Name of Garboldisham Ringers in 
Norfolk, do challenge both Suffolk and Norfolk to ring the Best of 
Ten several Peals with them, for the Value of Five or Ten Guineas, 
*o the Time and Truth of Ringing; the Ringers Names are as follow, 
and the Wager to be accepted by publick Notice within Three Months 
from the Data hereof.—William Clarke, Crispin Taylor, Robert Hull, 
Robert Collings, John Dove.’

‘ Norwich Gazette,’ March 17th, 1733.
‘ Saturday, March 17th. Whereas the Ringers at Garboldisham have 

in a late Advertisement challenged any Five Ringers in Norfolk or 
Suffolk to ring the Best of Ten several Peals on Five Bells to Time 
and Truth, for a Wager of Five or Ten Guineas; This therefore is to 
let them know, that we Five Norwich Ringers, whose Names are under­
written, do accept their challenge; And persuant thereto we desire 
them to meet us at the Red Lion in Bunnill in Norfolk on Monday 
the 2nd April next insuing, at 10 a clock in the Fore-noon, and Bring 
their Ten Peals pricked at Length with them; there to Article and 
put down the Money, and ring for it the same Day.—Robert Crane, 
John Harvey, William Callow, Edward Crane, John Webster.’

‘ Norwich Gazette,’ April 7th, 1733.
Saturday, April 7th. I am credibly informed, That the challenge 

lately given by the Garboldisham Ringers, to ring 10 Peals on 5 BeJls 
for a Wager, and accepted by the Ringers of this City, has been 
decided in favour of the latter; They rung for 5 Guineas, and both 
Sides performed to Admiration, the Garboldisham Ringers erring only 
in the 9th Peal; and what redounds too to tlieir Credit.. \i;ns the treat­
ing each other with the utmost Civility.’
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NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8  words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f  ‘  T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g ,  S u r r e y .

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  
M ONDAY.

O XFO RD  DIOCESAN GUILD.— The annual general 
committee meeting will be held in Reading (D .V.) on 
Saturday, March 22nd, at the Central Girls’ Club, 29, 
Chain Street (opposite St. Mary’s Church House), at
3.15 p.m. It is hoped that all branches will be repre­
sented.— Richard T. Hibbert, Gen. Sec., 69, York Road, 
Reading.

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. —  Biggleswade 
District.— A meeting will be held at Henlow on Satur­
day, March 22nd. Bells (6, silent), also handbells, avail­
able, commencing at. 3 p.m. Tea at 5 .— C. J. Ball, 25, 
Tempsford Road, Sandy> Beds.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. —  North­
ampton Branch.— Quarterly meeting at Walgrave, Satur­
day, March 22nd. Usual arrangements. Bus leaves 
Derngate 2.40. —  J. D ean ,. Hon. Sec., 4, Court Road, 
Northampton.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.— Bristol Rural Branch. —  A meeting of the 
Bristol Rural Branch will be held at Mangotsfield on 
Saturday, March 22nd, at 3 p.m. Tea at the Vicarage. 
— H. C. Gifford, Branch Sec., Diamond Jubilee House, 
Short Hill Road, Westerleigh, Chipping Sodbury.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.— Devizes Branch.
- The annual meeting will be- held at Southbroom, 

Devizes, on Saturday, March 22nd. Service, St. James’ , 
at 4 .30, followed by tea and meeting at 5 p.m. Hand­
bells will be provided.— W . C. West, Branch Sec., 
584, Semington Road, Melksham. Phone 297.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTH S. —  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, March 29th. 
Members will meet at the Two Brewers, Shoe Lane,
E .C .4, at 2.30. Business meeting and handbells at 15, 
Farringdon Avenue, at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., 
Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

HERTS ASSOCIATION.— Meeting, Saturday, March 
29th, at Guides Studio, Falconer Road, Bushey, at 3.45. 
Handbells. Social chat. Comfortable room. Tea ar­
ranged. A welcome to all interested in ringing, whether 
handbell ringers or not. Call in and see. Bus service 
close handy. —  C. H. Horton, 53, Aldenham Road, 
Bushey.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— Annual nomi­
nation meeting. —  The next meeting will be held at 
Bramley on Saturday, March 29th. Handbells in Schools 
3 p.m." Plain tea will be arranged for all who notify 
Mr. S. Helliwell, 19, Warrels Avenue, Bramley, by W ed­
nesday, March 26th. Business meeting to follow.— H. 
Lofthouse, Hon. Sec.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON­
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— North and East District. 
— The annual district meeting will be held at Kilburn on 
Saturday, March 29th. Handbells will be available at 3 
p.m. in the Church Room. Service in St. Augustine’s 
Church at 4 p.m. Tea about 4.30, notice for which must

be given to Mr. E. M. Atkins, 18, Westbere Road, 
N .W .2 . (telephone Hampstead 4510). Please bring all un­
paid subscriptions.— T. J. Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Hinckley 
District.— The next monthly meeting will be held at the 
Railway Hotel, Hinckley, on Saturday, March 29th, at 
6 p.m. Plenty of handbell ringing. All welcome and 
the hotel is just outside the station entrance. —  W . A. 
Wood, Dis. Sec.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— South 
and West District.— Subject to national exigencies, the 
annual meeting will be held on Saturday, April 5th, at 
St. Stephen’s Parish Hall, Ealing. Tea (bring your own 
sugar) at 4 p.m. at a charge of about is. per head. It 
is essential that notice for tea should be sent to the un­
dersigned not later than March 29th. The annual busi­
ness meeting will follow the tea. Annual committee 
meeting- in the hall at 3.30 p.m. prompt. The under­
signed’s light peal of eight handbells will be available. 
An urgent appeal is made for the payment of subscrip­
tions, especially by unattached members. It is hoped 
that the meeting will be well supported.— J. E. Lewis 
Cockey, Hon. Dis. Sec., 16, St. Stephen’s Road, Ealing, 
W .13. Tel. Perivale 5320.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TION.— Annual Meeting. —  Preliminary Notice. —  The 
annual meeting will be held ( d .v . )  at Worcester on Sat­
urday afternoon, May 17th. Resolutions for the agenda 
should reach me by Saturday, April 19th (Rule 10) . Tea 
will be arranged, if possible, but only for those whose 
names are given to the branch or general secretaries at 
least ten days before the meeting. W ill members please 
note, as the committee have decided to strictly enforce 
this?— J. D. Johnson, Gen. Sec.

D E A T H  OF M R . H. J. H U N T .
The death is announced at the age of 75 of Mr. H. J. Hunt, of 

Camberley, which took place on January 19th.
A good tenor ringer and a lover of good striking, he started his 

ringing career at Bishops Cannings, Wiltshire, and at Chippenham, 
under the tuition of Mr. Sidney Hillier, the Ringing Master of the 
Devizes Branch of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild. He then went to 
Reading and Caversliam and afterwards to Hungerford, where he 
found the tenor without a clapper, but, being a machine and engine 
smith, he got permission and forged and fitted a new one to the bell.

Next he went to Chirton, Wilts, where he taught a young band of 
ringers and was a member of the choir. Then in 1916 he joined the 
band of ringers at St. Michael’s, Yorktown. He rang several peals 
011 the tenor to Grandsire and Stedman Triples, and at 70 years of 
age rang a quarter-peal of Grandsire Doubles on the treble at first 
attempt.

S T . M A R Y ’S, S W A N S E A .
DESTRUCTION OF THE BELLS.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Many ringers will hear with regret that the bells of St. 

Mary’s Parish Church, Swansea, have been melted by the heat of the 
fire when the church was burning. Only one bell seems to have been 
left at the base of the tower. As towers with rings o f  bells suitable 
for ringing are few and far between in Wales, this loss will be felt 
more than usual, especially as Swansea not so many years ago was 
the centre of ringing west of Cardiff. There is another ring of eight 
in the town, but these are not popular with ringers in general.

Swansea. L. A. HOARE.

Jut™ ‘ COLLEGE YO U TH S’
A  H istory  of the Society

5/6 (post free) from

‘ THE RINGING WORLD WOKU?G,P SURREY. ROA°
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E F R E EO B T A I N E D  P O S T  

f r o m  th e
R e v. E . S . P O W E L L , S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble
Dominated Methods) ..............................................................

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and 
Double Oxford B o b ) ................................  :..............................

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section HI. (Double Norwich) ... 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ................................
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B............................
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ..........  ............................................................................
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ..........

Cambridge Surprise Major .................
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court
Bristol Surprise Major .........................

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ........................................
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New 

Edition) ...........................................................................................

s. d.

9
9
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6
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3
2
3
2
2
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The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treat* Plain Bob
, commencing on three bells.
‘ GRANDSIRE,* 2s. lOd. r second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 

five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.
* STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Anniger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

‘ TREBLE BOB,* Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 page6.
* SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
Misa MARGARET £2, SNOWDON
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e n s to n , L a n c s

P U B L IC A T IO N S *
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6$d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7jd. each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M . Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 ? 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper oovers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 / - ) .
O b tain able  on ly  p o st fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V ica ra g e , n ear D aven try .

t‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON 8TflETCHING 
E at. 1 8 2 0  ' —  * T e l.  * 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd .
LOUGHBOROUGH

® Pa®r yo u r Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rices in c re a se , 
p r e -w a r  q u ality , and send us y o u r  old  Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst n o t in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

•Correctly Modelled BELL 1M STAH D &  to Solid Silver

Diameter 2}in 2Jin, 3iim. 3iin. 4in. 4iin. 61n. 5}ln. 
Price 1 8 /0  2 2 /8  2 8 /6  3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /8  8 7  0 7 8  6

The 6in. size is also made to hold SO cigarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E . R U S S E L L  and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SM IT H  o f  DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

John Sm ith  & S on s, M idland C lock  W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., D erby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 S S 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D fcR BY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for tlie Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildings, London, E.C.4.
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GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON Ld
CROYDON

Founders of the 
H EAVIEST BELLS

Cast in England

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE .

in
C A N A D A  

S. A F R I C A  
N E W  Z E A L A N D

Telephone 
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
Next Monday is the fiftieth anniversary of the first 

meeting of the Central Council, and had the times been 
normal we should be looking forward to giving it on 
Whitsun Tuesday a fitting recognition.

This is not the first time that war has robbed us of the 
pleasure of celebrating a notable anniversary. Twenty- 
six years ago in May was the bicentenary of the first true 
peal ever rung, but it had to go by almost unnoticed. In 
the present case we need not be altogether deprived of 
our festival, for, though it is fifty years since the earliest 
councillors met at the Inns of Court Hotel in Holborn, 
the exigencies of war have in three years prevented any 
meeting from being held, and so up to the present there 
have been but forty-seven meetings in addition to the 
preliminary convention in 1890, which settled the consti­
tution of the Council. The fiftieth meeting has yet to be 
held.

The celebrations of anniversaries are pleasant func­
tions, and they have their uses too, for they give us a 
good opportunity of taking stock and seeing if, and how 
far, we are making progress. So far as the Central 
Council is concerned, we may fairly say, as we look back 
over the years, that it has proved its worth and justified 
its existence. To the younger members that may seem 
to go as a matter of course, but older ringers will re­
member that the Council did not come into being without 
a lot of active (and a still greater amount of passive) 
opposition. The question was repeatedly asked, What 
good will it do? And as the years went on the question 
changed to, What good has it done? Perhaps there are 
still some who are inclined to ask the question, and per­
haps it would be difficult to give an answer satisfactory 
to them. Yet we know that the Council has been of enor­
mous benefit to the Exercise, and we venture the opinion 
that the greatest good has . resulted, not from anything 
that has actually been done, but from the mere existence 
of the Council. It has provided the Exercise w’ith a 
visible head; it has drawn ringers closer together and 
shown them that they have common interests and a com­
mon brotherhood; it has done its share in killing the old 
cut-throat competition, which worked in the belief that 
one society could prosper only at the expense of another. 
How far the great advance in method ringing is directly 
due to the Council is not easy to say, but at any rate the 
expansion in six-bell ringing, which began it, could not 
have taken place without the Council’s books.

W e are very pleased to be able to publish this week an 
account by Canon Coleridge, who was one of the original 
members and has never missed a meeting. It will be 

(Continued on page 146.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(ESTABLISHED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most Important Clocks 

In the World.
CLOCKS R E PAIRED  AN D  D IA L S RESTO RED .

‘ THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Leeds."

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t  , 
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration, 

get. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M ARKED  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G IL T  OR W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/- 
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved onr the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, = * ' "
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

M ETHOD SPLICIN G
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 

•M ETHOD SPLICIN G ,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 
from ‘ The R in g in g  World ’ Office, 

LO W ER  PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer ,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERM ONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc. J

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc. j

read with the greatest interest. W e  also print the first 
of a few articles which will attempt to describe the 
foundation of the Council and some of the earliest mem­
bers. There were men of outstanding character and 
ability among them, and the work they did was sound as 
a whole and stands.

HANDBELL PEALS.
ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX.

THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 
DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Friday, March 21,1941, in Two Hours and Eighteen Minutes,
A i  24, S u f f o l k  R o a d ,

A PEAL O F  MINOR, 6040 C H A N G E S )
Being one extent of Oxford Bob, two each of Kent Treble Bob, Oxford 

Treble Bob and Bob Minor.
M r s . J . T h o m a s ................. _ 1-2  | J o h n  T h o m a s  ...................  3-4

H a r o l d  H o w s o n ........................ 3-6
Conducted by Jo h n  T h o m a s .

First peal in four methods by all.
PRESTON, LANCS.

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sunday, March 23, 1941, in 1 wo Hours and Fifty-Five Minutes,

I n t h e  B e l f r y  o f  t h e  P a r is h  C h d r c h ,

A PEAL O F  BOB MAJOR, 6040 C H A N Q E t|
Tenor size 15 in C.

• E d w a r d  F. C o w p e r t h w a i t e  1-2 I C .  K e n n e t h  L e w i s ..............  5-6
• C y r i l  C r o s s t b w a i t e  . . .  3-4 | f E .  R o g e r  M a r t i n  .............. 7-8

Arranged and Conducted by C, K. L e w i s .
* First peal in the method, t  First peal on handbells. First peal 

of Major ‘ in hand ’ by all except the conductor. First handbell peal 
of Major in the district.

S IL C H E S T E R  S U R P R IS E , M A J O R .
A CRITICISM.
To the Editor. ' ,

Dear Sir,—Silchester is one of the methods selected, for the new 
Surprise Major book, but we are not quite sure that it really deserves 
a place.

The method has an attractive diagram, a good plain course, and a 
good name. It brings the bells up in 1-2 and 7-8 in their natural 
coursing order.

There are eight false course ends, A 32546, C 53624, D 46253, E 65432, 
P 34562, Q 62345, R 54263, and S 46325. These will allow only a 
fraction of the most musical courses to be used.

To produce a five-thousand, sixth’s-place bobs must be used to cut 
away four leads of the work of the tenors, in every course. Sixth’s- 
place bobs in a second’s-place method are, of course, allowable, but 
they certainly are objectionable, and we should not care to recommend 
their use.

Whatever good qualities a method has, it seems to His to be largely 
condemned if no peal is possible in which the tenors do more than 
three leads of their full work. J. ARMIGER TROLLOPE, "

ERNEST C. S. TURNER,
Ealing. The Methods Committee.

W H A T  IS  A  GOOD M E T H O D  ?
CAMBRIDGE AND BEDFORD.

T0 the Editor.
Dear Sfr,—Mr. Woolley has brought out the great point of a method, 

the lengthening lead. While making a method more difficult, it 
produces the 60 course-ends in a little over 6,000 changes.

He also speaks highly of the contiguous places and to those who 
object they are covered up with beautiful double dodging, especially 
on the higher numbers.

Mr. Harvey has given the matter a thorough examination and goes 
on to say that Cambridge has Bedford soundly beaten in extension. 
I will give Mr. Harvey the mutations while the treble is in 3-4 as 
being part of the construction o f  Cambridge, but I cannot agree to 
bells laying still with the treble in 5-6 and 7-8 for Royal and Maximus, 
whereas Bedford, as Mr. Melville says, is pure changes.

Saffron Walden. " F. DENCH.

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPFfi SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE w orks, crantham
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
TH E BACKGROUND.

B y  J. A r m ig e r  T r o l l o p e .
The first meeting of the Central Council, which was 

held on Easter Tuesday fifty years ago, was an event of 
the greatest importance in the history of change ringing. 
It was the culminating stage in the organisaton of theN 
Exercise, in itself a notable part of the reform movement 
which saved our art at a time when it seemed certain to 
pass away as a thing that had outlived its usefulness.

Change ringing had been practised for many years, and 
during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries it was 
mainly a secular sport recognised as such by ordinary 
people who saw nothing amiss in it.

Soon after the first quarter of the nineteenth century 
a great decline set in all over the country, due to chang­
ing ̂ social conditions and to the fact that the class of men 
who had formed the backbone of the Exercise was no 
longer attracted to the belfry. This decline was almost 
universal, and wTas not contradicted by the existence here 
and there, in Birmingham, Sheffield and some other 
towns, of skilful bands whose performances are still re­
corded on peal boards. The decline reached bottom level 
about the decade following the year 1850, and at that 
time the general status of ringers was very low indeed. 
They had gained, and to some extent earned, a very bad 
name, and never Was their reputation among the general 
people so bad.

At the same time there had been a very great alteration 
in the ideals and opinions of churchpeople, so that the 
gap between the ringers and the Church authorities, 
which had always existed more or less, considerably 
widened, and a state of affairs formerly tolerated or 
winked at became a scandal.

The opinion of most of the clergy was that their ringers 
were a nuisance. The case seemed to them too bad for 
reformation, and it was only the long tradition and the 
real vitality of the art which kept ringing alive at all. 
In the villages when the bells got unringable they were 
often left silent, and to the clergy it was rather a matter 
for satisfaction than not.

The general standard of ringing itself was declining, 
and to any acute observer, who knew the conditions 
throughout the country it must have seemed certain that 
change ringing was doomed.

But the sentiment and love of church bells, which in a 
most remarkable way had been for long ages a part of 
the very nature of the ordinary Englishman, was not 
altogether dead, and there still remained a minority 
among the ringers which gave hopes for better things to 
come. Especially there was a small group of men, some 
of them clergymen and some of them laymen, who set 
themselves to the work of reform. They faced the facts 
squarely, they recognised the magnitude of the task, they 
were content to proceed step by step, and to-day we reap 
the benefit of their labours. • .

The chief difficulty, and no doubt the ultimate cause of 
all the trouble, was the entirely secular nature of ringing, 
and the complete divorce between the Exercise and the 
Church. The clergy were nominally in control of and 
responsible for the bells, but in practice the ringers were 
quite independent and had their own ideals and their own 
supposed rights, rights which had existed for many a 
long year, and to which they clung tenaciously.

The reformers recognised, perhaps more or less instinc­
tively, that the thing most necessary was to bridge this

gap between churchpeople and the ringers, and that led 
to the formation of the diocesan and county associations 
which in the long run did have the desired effect.

Many a reforming parson in his own parish would have 
liked to make the belfry a part of the church organisa­
tion in the same way that the choir was, and many did 
try .to do so. They drew up model sets of rules which 
they expected their ringers to observe, and we very often 
come across copies of these rules still hanging on belfry 
walls. This thing may have done some good, but prob­
ably not very, much? The reform that was so badly 
needed had to come from within the Exercise, not from 
without, and the art could only live, not by changing the 
secular nature of ringing, but by maintaining it and using 
it for t;he service of the Church.

That is where the great territorial associations did so 
much good. They brought ringers in close touch with 
each other, widened their outlook and gave them higher 
ideals, brought them into better relationship with the 
clergy, attracted a better class of men to the belfry, and 
at the same time fully maintained the traditions of change 
ringing as a secular art worthy of being pursued for its 
own sake. When we say that the associations did these 
things, what we mean is that they made it possible for 
ringers to do them for themselves.

One result of the conditions under which the Exercise 
grew up during centuries was that ringers have never 
been a part of the parochial organisations in the way 
that choirmen, for instance, have been. Of course, when 
there is but one ring of bells in a place, the band has been 
compelled to confine its practices largely to one tower, 
but whenever they have had the opportunity, ringers have 
gone from belfry to belfry as fancy and convenience dic­
tated. Especially has it been so in the large towns.

This and the secular nature of the art have made it 
possible and, indeed, necessary for the Exercise to be 
organised in an entirely different way from any other 
body of men connected with the Church. The Exercise is 
a collection of persons who have common interests and 
common aims not shared by outsiders, and it is in a real 
sense a whole.

It w'as natural and, indeed, inevitable, therefore, that 
as soon as the territorial associations had time to show 
their usefulness, men should think about some supreme 
onganisation which should co-ordinate their activities and 
be the outward sign of the unity of the Exercise, able to 
represent it in the face of the Church and the general 
public, and capable of looking after the interests of 
ringers and promoting the art of change ringing.

The first public suggestion was made in 1883. In 
order to promote the interests of ringing and to further 
belfry reform, a meeting was arranged in connection with 
the Church Congress, which was held at Reading in that 
year.

The scheme had its origin among the members of the 
Oxford University Guild, with the Rev. Dolben Paul as 
its moving spirit. In order to widen the appeal, the as­
sistance of some other and better-know^n men was sought, 
and the committee nominally consisted of five parsons—  
C. D. P. Davies, G. H. Harris., A . du Boulay Hill, F. E. 
Robinson and Wolmer Wigram— and three laymen—  
Jasper Snowdon, C. A. W . Troyte and Captain Acland- 
Troyte. Whether they were all equally interested and 
enthusiastic about the project may be doubted.

The meeting was a general one, open to the public, 
and about 125 were present, a large proportion of them



148 THE RINGING W O R LD . March 28th, 1941.

naturally being ringers. They included several of the 
ringing parsons of the time, of whom F. E. Robinson is 
best remembered to-day, and laymen like Captain Acland- 
Troyte, Gervase Holmes, Leonard Proctor, Captain 
Moore, J. Martin Routh, and John W . Taylor. More 
representative of the rank and file were John Nelms and 
William Baron, the Cumberlands, William Wakley, of 
Burton-on-Trent, Samuel Reeves, of W est Bromwich, 
Edgar Bennett, of Beddington, and William Newell, of 
Reading. Lord Nelson presided.

The proceedings followed the custom at the official 
Church Congress meetings. First a paper was read by 
the Rev. A. du Boulay Hill on ‘ Bellringing Associations, 
their object and organisation.’ C. D. P. Davies followed 
with a paper on ‘ Change Ringing— what is it? ’ and then 
a general discussion was invited. In the course of it 
Jcrvase Holmes moved a resolution ‘ that a committee 
of five be appointed to draw up a scheme for the forma­
tion of a National Association of ringers for England.’ 
The suggestion evidently was not his own and came from 
the promoters of the meeting, but he said that a grand 
national association which should combine the whole of 
the ringers of the country had been his hobby for the last 
ten years. Holmes was a Norfolk country gentleman 
and a Justice of the Peace. He, in conjunction with Cap­
tain Moore and an engineer named Mackenzie, had 
started a bell foundry at Harleston. They cast a few 
rings of bells, including the octave at Thorp next Nor­
wich, and introduced several improvements into bell hang­
ing, among them steel frames and spring clappers.

F. E. Robinson supported the proposal and said that 
if they had a national association they as ringers would 
be enabled to have a very pleasant time together, which 
was one of the first things to be considered.

The committee appointed consisted of Captain Acland- 
Troyte, the Rev. F. E. Robinson, the Rev. R. B. Knatch- 
bull-Hugessen, C. C. Child, James Pettit, Johrr Nelms 
and Henry Johnson. The Rev. Dolben Paul was the 
secretary.

It is likely that the committee thought that all they had 
to do was to draw up a good scheme and publish it; the 
associations and the Exercise would then gladly welcome 
and adopt it, and all would live happy ever after. If 
they did think so, they were greatly mistaken.

In due course the proposed scheme was published. Jt 
suggested the formation of a body to be called the 
National Association of Bellringers. It was to have an 
unlimited membership and was designed to include everv 
ringer in the land. Individuals could join on payment of 
an entrance fee of five shillings after having been pro­
posed and seconded. Existing associations were expected 
to join as bodies, and each would bring its own members 
in en bloc. They were to hand over to the central body 
10 per cent, of their subscriptions annually. Each asso­
ciation would have a representative on the governing 
body, which would consist of a president, master, secre­
tary and council.

Once a year a meeting would be held, and it would 
consist of a service in church, a lecture, a dinner, and 
ringing, one steeple being set apart for the use of a pre­
viously selected band. On the days before and after the 
meeting, arrangements would be made for peal ringing. 
The choice of the place where the meeting would be held 
was left to the council, and a local committee would be 
formed to arrange details. A1J these arrangements were

modelled on those of the Church Congress, which at the 
time was a popular and influential institution.

The general objects of the National Association, apart 
from holding the meeting, were to collect and publish in­
formation of interest to the Exercise and to offer advice 
on all matters .connected with belfries and belfry reform. 
What machinery would be set up to carry out these 
objects was not specified.

The scheme never had a chance of success. It was 
dead, in fact, before it came to the birth, and what killed 
it was the apathy and indifference of the mass of ringers 
in the provinces and the active hostility of the London 
societies. These difficulties might have been expected, 
and, no doubt, it was to meet them that Pettit, Nelms 
and Johnson had been added to the committee. But their 
presence on it could never have been anything but a farce. 
They were totally out of sympathy with the other mem­
bers and their opinions and ideals; and. if they had not 
been, they could hardly have exerted any influence. It 
seems that none of-them actually served, and in any case 
they did not sign the report.

As things were, any scheme which depended for its 
success on the assent and co-operation of the general 
mass of the ringers was foredoomed to failure, and this 
particular scheme was not one which was likely to appeal 
to the active minority who could have forced it on their 
fellows. What good to ringers of the North or the Mid­
lands Would be a meeting be, held at Brighton or 'Cam­
bridge? In' those days twenty miles was a long way for 
a countryman or a working man of the towns to travel.
F. E. Robinson and people like him would, no doubt, 
every year get their ‘ very pleasant time together,’ bat 
why should all the ringers of England have to pay for it? 
The average country ringer, if he thought at all about 
the matter, which is unlikely, probablv considered it an 
attempt by a few parsons of whom he knew nothing much 
to gain control of the Exercise for their own ends. And 
that, of course, was true, though the ends were high and 
worthy ones.

The London societies would have nothing to do with 
the scheme. They considered it an infringement of their 
prerogatives and rights. They were quite satisfied with 
things as they were and wanted no change. The follow­
ing letter was written by George Muskett, at the time 
the secretary of the Society of College Youths. He was 
replying to an anonymous correspondent (actually Ben­
jamin Keeble), who had advocated the National Associa­
tion scheme in ‘ The Bell News.’

‘ I can inform Nil Desperandum that the society of 
College Youths have been in existence for a quarter of a 
thousand years, and it is in as good a position now for 
strength both mentally and financially as it was two hun­
dred years ago. W e can boast of some of the best 
ringers in the land, we transact our business in a con­
sistent and proper manner, wTe do our duty without being 
found fault with, wTe ask nothing of anyone, all our re­
cords and peals are intact from 1627, and we stick up for 
our character and rights; and in St. Paul’s Cathedral 
tower on a Sunday morning stands a body of respectable 
ringers who are the freehold, the backbone, and the brain 
power of the College Youths Society, who are willing and 
ready to oblige a country friend or coach a youngster; 
and, pray, what more does Nil Desperandum want ? I 
will tell him at once that we don’t want a National As­
sociation and, what is more, we won’t have one.’ ,
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This letter is a very valuable piece of historical evi­
dence. Its defects of tone and temper are glaring and on the
surface, but it was straightforward and honest. It said 
quite plainly what its author thought, and not only he, 
but other College Youths and the rest of the London 
ringers. They definitely stood for things which the pro­
moters of the newr scheme knejv and cared very little 
about. For we must remember that behind all the ac­
tivities of the Exercise there was going on, and had for 
many years being going on, silently and almost un­
noticed, that struggle between the old ideas and the new. 
W e know now that the old ideas were largely bankrupt, 
and that the salvation of the Exercise lay in its being 
able to adopt the new, but there would have been a 
grievous loss if a clear cut had been made with all the 
old traditions and ideals; and for them the College 
Youths and the Cumberlands stood, ,

Things, however, within those societies, and especially 
the College Youths, were by no means as rosy as the 
picture painted by Muskett. The College Youths of two 
hundred years before would have been very considerably 
surprised and amused at being compared with their suc­
cessors, but history was not Muskett’s strong point. The 
real objection to his point of view was that the state of 
London ringing in 1885 was bad, even by the standards of 
the time. There was a strong and growing feeling 
among the younger members of the society that it was 
desperately in need of reform; but the older members 
saw no cause for complaint, and they put down the re­
volt with a high hand and expelled the rebels by the ap­
plication of rule 10. How much the society suffered from 
their action is difficult to say. The College Youths still 

(Continued in next column.)

DUDLEY AND DISTRICT GUILD.
ANNUAL MEETING AT DUDLEY.

The annual meeting of the Dudley Guild was held at Dudley on 
March 13tli, when a good muster was present.

The service in church was conducted by the president, the Rev. 
Dr. A. P. Shepherd, Archdeacon of Dudley, who gave a very inspiring 
address. After the service the Archdeacon unveiled a peal board in 
the belfry recording a peal of Grandsire Caters rung lmlf-muffled to 
the memory of Mr. H. Sheppard, hon. secretary of the Guild for 
27 years.

At the business meeting, held in the School Hall, the President said 
how pleased he was to see so many present under the circumstances 
and without thejuse of the bells.

The vice-presidents were re-elected en bloc. On the proposition of 
Mr. B. C. Ashford, Mr. C. H. Woodberry was elected Ringing Master, 
Mr. J. -Goodman was re-elected hon. secretary, Mr. H. Shuck hon. 
treasurer, Mr. F. Colclough Central Council representative, and Mr.
G. Guest and Mr. T. Justice auditors.

It was proposed that the next meeting should lie._he.ld jointly with 
the Northern Branch of the Worcestershire Association at Hagley.

The best thanks of the meeting were accorded to the president for 
his address and for presiding at the meeting, to the organist for the 
musical part of the service, and to all the officers for their wo 
during the past year.

It was decided to send a message of sympathy to Mr. J. S. Goldsmith 
in his severe illness, with hopes for a speedy recovery.

Bellringing, though a recreation chiefly of the. lower classes, is not 
in itself incurious or unworthy of notice.—Thomas Faulkner, the 
antiquary, A.D. 1813.

(Continued from previous column.)
continued to enjoy their prestige as the first society of 
the land, but the real leadership of the Exercise passed 
definitely away from London to the provinces.

Thus the first attempt to give the Exercise a controlling 
body and a head proved a dismal failure, but it had made 
clear, at any rate, that a feeling did exist in a 'small but 
influential minority of ringers that such a thing was 
necessary, and it showed what the difficulties were and 
what mistakes had to be avoided.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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THE EDITOR.
W e are pleased to state that Mr. J. S. Goldsmith was 

successfully operated on last Wednesday, and is progress­
ing quite favourably. It will be a few weeks before he has 
quite recovered.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
We are sorry to hear that Major J. H. B. Hesse has had ail accident 

and broken his ankle. His many friends will wish him a speedy 
recovery.

The Ministry of Information has announced that, up to the end of 
February, 282 churches in England and five in Wales, belonging to 
the Church of England, have been destroyed or seriously injured by 
enemy action. The numbers of those less seriously damaged are 1,070 
in England and 30 in Wales. Coventry and St. Paul’s Cathedrals 
have been badly damaged, and Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, 
Rochester and Canterbury Cathedrals and Westminster Abbey more 
or less slightly damaged.

The zeal and energy of the Lincolnshire police are beyond praise. 
We have been asked what would happen if a visitor went into the 
Mermaid at Surfleet on a Sunday and asked for a drink. The answer 
is that the special constable would be mobilised, and the offender 
throVn into the river.

On March 24th, 1784, the Society of College Youths rang 5,160 
changes of Real Double Bob Maximus at St. Bride’s, Fleet Street. 
Two days later at St. Saviour’s, Southwark, the rival ‘ ancient ’ 
Society of College Youths rang 6,048 changes of the same method.

The Cumberland Youths rang their famous record peal of Oxford 
Treble Bob Royal, 12,000 changes, at Shoreditch oh March 27th, 1784, 
and on the same date in 1826 the first peal of Superlative Surprise 
Royal was rung at Wakefield.

To-day is the one hundred and ninety-first anniversary of a peal of 
New Bob Triples rung by the Cumberlands at St. Leonard’s, Shore­
ditch. The method is worthy of the attention of a good modern 
band. It is given in the Central Council Collection.

The first authenticated single-handed peal of Grandsire Caters of 
over ten thousand changes was rung at Fulham on March 27th, 1762, 
by the College Youths. There is no record of the performance in the 
society's peal book.

Fifty years ago to-day one peal, Oxford Treble Bob Major, was rung. 
Fifty years ago on Sunday (it was Easter Monday), 24 peals were rung. 
They consisted of Grandsire Doubles 1, Triples 7, Caters 3, Union 

1 Triples 1, Bob Minor 2, Major 2, Royal 1, Stedman Triples 4, Kent 
Treble Bob Major 1, Maximus 1, and' Double Norwich Court Bob 
Major 1.

Fifty years ago the Cumberlands spent a week-end at Quex Park. 
On Easter Sunday they rang a peal of Stedman Cinques and on the 
Monday a peal of Grandsire Caters and another of Treble Bob 
Maximus. George Newson called all three peals and the band included 
Henry Dains and Mr. George Williams.

The Rev M Melville, of County Road, Swindon, would like to get 
into touch with Mr. W. A. Stote and Mr. Wilfred Williams.

Among the peals rung on Easter Monday, 1891, fifty years ago on 
Sunday, was one of Grandsire Triples at Romford. William Pye rang 
the seventh and his brother, George R. Pye, rang the third. It wag 
Bob’s first five thousand. He has rung hundreds since, many of them 
records and of outstanding merit, but a first peal has a value and an 
interest all its own.

We are sorry to hear that Mr. Gabriel Lindoff is not well and was 
unable to be present at the annual meeting of the Irish Association, 
which was held at Kilkenny on St. Patrick’s Day. We wish him a 
speedy recovery.

To-day, Mr. George Henry Coombes, of 25, Swanmore Road, Ryde, 
the veteran ringer of the Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild, 
celebrates his 98th birthday. He is still hale and hearty and is hoping 
that ‘ peace peals ’ will be recorded in ‘ The Ringing World ’ long 
before he reaches the double nines (99).

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
HANDBELLS AT RODBOURNE CHENEY.

A pleasant and profitable evening was spent on Saturday, March 
15th, at Rodbourne Chenev by a small number of members of the 
Swindon Branch of the Gloucester and Bristol Diocesan Association. 
Representatives of three towers were present, and they were pleased 
to meet members of the newly-formed Highcliffe Society.

Practically all the time available was spent with the handbells and 
some good ringing was heard, while several made a little progress 
along the ‘ double-handed * path. One member of nearly three score 
years and ten scored his first course of Stedman Triples on 7-8, and 
others rang two working bells to Stedman for the fiflst time.

The methods rung were Plain Bob Minor, Major and Royal, Stedman 
Triples and Caters, Kent Major and Grandsire Caters and Cinques.

The party dispersed about 8.30 p.m., and the fixing of another meet­
ing was left in the hands of the secretary.

Visitors to Swindon may like to lcnow that there is handbell ringing 
in Christ Church vestry on Tuesday evenings at half-past seven o’clock.

WEARS & 
STAINBANK,

F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12th year 
of reign of 
Elizabeth).

IBellfounders St 
IB e ll hangers ,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.9 l

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

HANDBELLS
in sets of any number.

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

Telephone B ls h o p s g a te ' 8 8 4 9

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR. 
4 6  o w t. O qp. 5  lb.
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
A MESSAGE FROM CANON COLERIDGE.

With a reminder that the Central Council of Church Bellringers 
keeps th“ 50th anniversary of its first meeting on March 31st, it has 
been suggested that a  few lines from the oldest member of the 
Council would be welcome, if addressed to the officers of the Council 
in particular and to all ringers in general; making use of ‘ The 
Ringing World ’ for easy conveyance. * >,

I can certainly claim to be an old member (in more than one sense), 
seeing that the Oxford Diocesan Guild did me the honour of electing* 
me as one of its representatives 50 years ago, an honour which has 
been continued every third year up to the present, enabling me to 
attend every meeting of the Council, north and south, east .aid west, 
as well as Midland centres; as well as serving for many years on the 
Standing Committee and as president for nine. Mv knowledge of the 
mass of work done by the Council during these 50 years enables me 
to justify myself to write as an ‘ old member,’ but the lapse of years 
causes blanks in what should be indelible memories, just when a clear 
brain is most needed.

Though it would not be right to say that nothing remains in the 
memory of the first meeting of the Council, there must be omissions, 
as at the present time I cannot look up records owing to the war 
and all that a war entails on*a parson: still, I am as clear as the 
day over preliminary meetings for launching the Council—especially 
do I recall one at Birmingham—possibly because on that occasion I 
first met Henry Johnson, and had the privilege of ringing with him 
at Aston Parish Church That is a memory not likely to fade, but 
as regards the first meeting of the Central Council much has faded 
away. It was held at the Inns of Court Hotel in the afternoon, an 
arrangement which lasted for several years till the Central Council 
had got into its stride, and members become more prone to speak.

Of course, this meeting was largely occupied in electing officers. 
There was no doubt about the president, Mr. A. Percival Hey wood, 
the originator of the Central Council. He held the presidency till 
over-strenuous work in the Great War caused his untimely death. It 
was not easy to select a secretary. Mr. Attree, of Brighton, and Mr. 
Thornton having declined nomination, a vote was taken between Mr. 
P. E. Dawe and Mr. A. Strange. Mr. Dawe was elected, and was 
succeeded the following year by the Rev. H. Earle Bulwer, who for 
many years proved a tower of strength to the Council. .

It was at this first meeting that a committee was formed for 
drawing up a report on the preservation and the proper equipment 
of towers, and, incidentally, the shirts of ringers—flannel and not 
cotton or linen,‘ to preserve them from chills when seated in church 
after ringing. That committee, which still exists, has proved its 
value over and over again. The only discussion which I can call to 
mind was on the ringing of Triples—should it be reckoned a true 
peal if rung on seven bells only? Logically ‘ Yes,’ but proper music 
demanded a covering bell. As far as I can recollect, such a peal 
should be counted as true, but a suggestion added, ‘ Don’t d9 it again.’ 
So much for the first meeting of the Central Council, closing with a 
general stampede of members anxious to get a pull on a rope or pint 
pot—probably both. t

During the 50 years of its existence, the work and publications of 
the Council have" proved of inestimable value to ringers. With 6uch 
a  president and secretary as we have now we may with a good heart 
face the grievous setbacks from which we are suffering, and go forward 
with increased energy as soon as the opportunity permits. It only 
needs the whole-hearted support and co-operation of the various asso­
ciations, guilds and societies in brotherly collaboration not only to 
restore that which is broken down, but to lift the Council to a still 
higher stage of usefulness and estimation in the Exercise.

May I conclude these discursive remarks by offering my best wishes 
not only to the president, secretary, officers and members of the 
Central Council, but also to the great body of ringers who give 
support to it.

Finally, I would wish to convey my deep sympathy to all ringers 
who may be * suffering in mind, body or estate ’ as a result of this 
terrible war, .not least to those in South Wales, who have borne 
many heavy raids with marvellous heroism—bombs falling on them 
with heavy explosions, so different to the quiet and peaceful entry of 
the members of the Central Council who had hoped to accept the 
invitation to visit Cardiff for last year’s meeting at Whitsuntide.

G. F. COLERIDGE.
The Vicarage, Crowthorne, Berks.

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
BIGGLESWADE DISTRICT.

A very successful meeting, held by the Biggleswade District of the 
Bedfordshire Association at Henlow on March 22nd, was attended by 
16 members from Blunliam, Tempsford, Northill, Clifton, Maulden, 
Meppershall, Sandy, Hitchin and the local band. Mr. A. A. Joppy, 
of the R.A.F., and two enthusiastic members serving in H.M. Forces 
and now home on leave, were also present.

The tower bells, although silent, were in great demand and were 
kept going from 3 o ’clock until 7.30 in various methods from Grandsire 
Doubles to London Surprise Minor. All agreed that the meeting was 
a success, and it was proposed to hold another at Henlow in the 
near future.

THE SURREY ASSOCIATION.
MEETING AT LEATHERHEAD.

The annual meeting of the North-Western District of the Surrey 
Association was held at Leatherhead on Saturday, March 15th, and 
was attended by about 45 members and friends, representing most of 
the district towers, and Chertsey, West Griristead, Guildford, London 
and Lincoln. The Army was also well represented.

Handbells were rung in the tower before a short service, conducted 
by the Vicar, the Rev. G. H. B. Coleridge. «

Tea was served at the Duke’s Head. As the Vicar had to leave 
early he was thanked for conducting the service and for welcoming 
the association to his parish.

The business meeting was presided over by Mr. D. Cooper, District 
Master. The members stood in silence for a few moments as a token 
of respect to two old members, Mr. A. H. Bundle, of Carslialton, 
and Mr. C. H. Reading, of Mitcham, who had died since the last 
meeting.

The meeting heard with regret that Mr. F. G. Woodiss, who has 
been in ill-health for some time past, is now confined to bed, and the 
secretary was instructed to write to him and express the meeting s 
sincere wishes for a speedy recovery.

Two new members were elected—Dr. C. St. L. Finney, of Kingston- 
on-Thames, as an honorary member, and Miss J. Cole, of St. John’s, 
Croydon, as a ringing member.

The committee’s report for 1940 was read and adopted. The year 
had begun very promisingly,, ringers had almost entirely recovered 
from the difficulties caused by the outbreak of war, and with a few 
exceptions ringing had been carried on almost normally at the district 
towers, at least for Sunday services, while at’ several towers practices 
had been maintained throughout the winter months. The prohibition 
of church bell ringing was a devastating blow at progress, put within 
a very short time the keener members began handbell practices 
which in many cases proved highly successful. It was extremely for­
tunate that hardly any of the churches represented by members had 
received more than minor damage. The number of members known 
to be serving in His Majesty’s Forces is sixteen.

During the year two members were lost by death : Mr. E. Acock, of 
St. John’s, Croydon, and Mr. John Beams, of Ewell. Only this year 
Mr. Beams celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of his joining the asso­
ciation, and throughout that long period he had been a very keen 
member. He rang many peals for the association, and conducted two 
during the year. He had also served on the District Committee at 
various times, and during many years he wrote the association’s peal 
books. v .

Five meetings were held during the year—at Beddington, Epsom 
and Ewell, Banstead, Leatherhead, and Kingston-on-Thames. Attend­
ances at the first three (with tower-bell ringing) averaged 45. The 
Leatherhead meeting, held jointly with that district of tlie Guildford 
Guild, consisted of a hike from Box Hill to Leatherhead, followed by 
handbell ringing, and was a great success. It is hoped to have a 
repetition i f  circumstances permit.

Four peals were rung in the d is tr ic t tw o  of Grandsire at Ewell? 
and one each of Cambridge Surprise Royal and Stedman Caters at 
Beddington. Two members rang their first peal, and five others their 
first in the method. • $

The membership at the beginning of 1940 was 195. Twelve new 
members had been elected and one transferred from the compounding 
list. Two deaths had been reported, eleven members had been trans­
ferred to the compounding list, twelve had allowed their subscriptions 
to lapse, leaving a membership as at December 31st of 193, a net 
decrease of twelve from previous figures. There are now seven 
honorary members, 151 members representing 17 towers, and 25 un­
attached members.

Although the full effects of the ban on bellringing and the calling 
up of members will have to be faced during 1941, it is hoped with 
the continued support of members to keep the association going until 
the war is over.

The statement of.accounts for 1940, showing a balance of £13 14s. 
lid . (an increase of 18s. 3d.) was adopted.

The "arrangement of meetings during the year was left to the com­
mittee’s judgm^pt, but it was agreed to hold the customary ringers’ 
gathering at Leatherhead at the beginning of August.

The following officers for the district were elected : Master, Mr. D. 
Cooper; treasurer, Mr. H. W. Simmons; secretary, Mr. G. W. Massey; 
auditor,-Mr. H. N. Pitstow; representatives on committee, Mrs. C. H. 
Kippin, Mr. C. Pothecary and Mr. F. G. Woodiss.

The general officers of the association were renominated as follows: 
Vice-presidents, the Rt.' Rev. the Bishop of Croydon and Mr. Arthur 
Dean; ^Master, Mr. D. K. C. B irt; treasurer, Mr. C. H. Kippin; 
secretary. Mr. E. G. Talbot; assistant secretary, Mr. C. Parks; 
auditor, Mr. G. W. Steere.

Mr. F. E. Collins conveyed to the meeting the good wishes ex­
pressed to this association, among others, by Mr. Albert Walker at 
the Henry Johnson Commemoration Luncheon at Birmingham.

Votes of thanks were passed to those who had arranged the meeting 
and to the organist.

Various courses of Grandsire, Stedman, Plain Bob, etc., on varying 
numbers of bells were rung, including courses by the representatives 
of the Army, the old ’uns, and. the local band. Those present then 
adjourned to the less roomy but more attractive bar downstairs.
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NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1940.

In these difficult times the problem which is just now facing most 
of the leading associations is whether it is advisable or even possible 
to issue the usual printed annual report, or whether it must be 
forgone until happier days. More fortunate than some others, the 
Norwich Diocesan Association has been able to print and issue its 
report for 1940, which is now in the hands of its members.

It is not, of course, the book which has been so familiar in past 
years. The detailed lists of members are omitted and the peal records 
have shrunk to meagre dimensions, but the essential features are 
there.

‘ We adopt,’ say the officers of the association, ‘ no defeatist 
attitude; we have discovered that meetings are possible, although 
church bells cannot be rung. WTe look forward with confidence to 
the future of bellringing when peace comes again, if those who can 
will rallv round now and help us to keep alive in these dark days 
the vital spark of our ancient art. If we lose contact with one an­
other, if we lose interest, if we neglect our belfries, peace will come 
with our bells silent and forlorn and the return to normal times 
will be difficult and slow.’

During 1940 eight general meetings were held, three being in 
Norwich, and all were comparatively well attended. The two in 
Norwich after the imposition of the ban were especially well sup­
ported. In addition, several branch meetings were held.

The total membership of the association is given as 914, but of 
them 292 are non-resident life members and 187 Suffolk 11011-resident 
life members, leaving 387 ringing members and 42 honorary members.

Twelve peals were rung* in 1940, six of them on handbells. The 
tower-bell peals were Superlative Surprise Major on the recast light 
ring at Hethersett^ Kent Treble Bob Major at Wymondham, Minor 
at Somerleyton, Bergh Apton and Stratton Strawless, and Doubles at 
Haddiscoe The six handbell peals were all rung by the same band 
and were one of Bob Major and five of Minor.

The officers are to be congratulated on the general standing and 
activities of the association.

C L O C K S  W H IC H  P L A Y  T U N E S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Since the scarcity of ringing news, we have had numerous 
items of interest relating to bells. What about clocks which play 
tunes on the bells. As far as I can recollect, we have three in Shrop­
shire, or rather two in actual use. At Norton-in-Hales there is a clock 
with carillon by Thwaites and Reed, of London, which plays a tune 
every three hours. Sunday, ‘ Sicilian Mariners’ ; Monday, Wednesdav 
and Friday-, ‘ Home Sweet Home ’ ; Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday,
‘ Nae luck aboot the--boose.’

Ludlow has a clock which plays a different tune for each day of 
the week.

At Newport there used to be a carillon machine in the -middle of 
the ringing chamber, worked by the clock, the rope-sight being by 
1̂0 means ideal. A few years ago, as it had got out of repair, it 
was disconnected and moved against the wall out of the way.

I once heard a clock at Tiverton in Devonshire which struck
* Queens,’ * fnttums ’ and ‘ Rounds ’ for the quarters instead of the 
usual Cambridge chimes, and very nice it sounded on those beautiful 
bells.

At Leominster, Herefordshire, there is a carillon machine attached 
to the clock. Some years aj*o, when I was calling a peal of Grandsire 
Triples on the fine back eight, we had just passed the half-way single 
when the clock started off with much whirring and clicking, two of 
the band not knowing what it was, thought something had gone 
wrong with the striking mechanism and the weight was running 
down. They started to laugh, and the more the old clock rattled 
the more they laughed, so we did not score a peal that day. .

„  E. V. RODENHURST.
Prees Green, Prees, Salop.

L O N D O N  C H U R C H E S .
RESTORATION AND REBUILDING.

The future of the damaged churches of London continues to engage 
the attention of architects. In a letter to ‘ The Sunday Times,’ Mr. 
Morley Horder makes the following points:—

Most of these churches were rebuilt after the Fire of London end 
stand 011 mediaeval foundations, and are therefore doubly sacred. To 
remove any-more of them to make room for office buildings is there­
fore an architectural sacrilege.

He says that looking through a collection of a hundred or more 1 
etchings and engravings made in 1820 by John Coney and others, 
after a tour 0/  the Citv to note the damage, he was glad to note 
that all the really fine towers are undamaged. The reconstruction of 
the building of this period is not difficult: the loss of so much beautiful 
craftsmanlike woodwork is the main difficulty.

In the new world we are planning these towers may vet be seen 
from the green belt that Evelyn loved and knew. Already St. Paul’s 
is being seen more as Wren saw it, and Ludgate Hill may l>ecome a 
street worthy of such a vista. These towers were built as inspiring 
Christian landmarks, and may yet be needed even in the City for 
prayer and praise.

SPLICED RINGING IN SUFFOLK.
NOT BANNED BY THE GUILD.

To the Editor.
Sir,—The Guild to which Mr. J. E. Bailey refers is evidently the 

Suffolk Guild. As spliced ringing is older than the Guild, that Guild 
obviously cannot have put a ban on it, ‘ when splicing was first 
practised.’

I have been present at 1̂1 the committee and other meetings of 
the Suffolk Guild, and I can safely say that so far from the Guild 
putting a ban 011 it, it has never been mentioned once. If a sphced 
peal were rung by tlie Guild we should, like any other Guild, be glad 
to record it. I know of 110 member who has spoken against spliced 
ringing, though few members trouble to practise it.

For myself, theoretically, I object to it, 'because it infringes the 
canon which forbids more than two kinds of call. Practically, 1 must 
admit, from our experience here, it imparts a certain liveliness to 
the ringing. You have to keep your wits about you; one cannot go 
to sleep while the ringing is spliced.' ~ H. DRAKE.

Ufford Rectory.

HANDBELL RINGING FOR BEGINNERS.
A BAD PLAN.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—There were some of us who rather fancied that the 
Highcliffe people were pulling our'legs, but apparently they are quite 
serious.

Every attempt to teach beginners should be praised, but it is hard 
to see what good can be done by trying to make children ‘ not in 
their ’ teens,’ and without previous experience of ringing, try to ring 
Double Norwich double handed after a few practices. If these 
‘ young people soon tire of anything after the novelty has worn off ’ 
they will never make handbell ringers and it is a waste of time trying.

If it is true thâ t tbese people do not let a practice go by without 
ringing some method which they had not done previously, it is pretty 
certain that they have attempted a lot and done nothing well.

This seems a perhaps harsh judgment, but the plan was put forward 
assnie for other people to copy. L. W. BUNCE.

H O L T S  T E N - P A R T  P E A L .
AND REEVES’ VARIATION.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—At Gravesend several years ago after an unsuccessful 

peal attempt, the conversation turned to ‘ out of the ordinary ’ 
methods, and a well-known member of the Central Council suggested 
Double Grandsire Triples as worthy of attention. This appealed to 
my father and a date was fixed there and then for an attempt. 
Something was said that care would have to be taken in the selection 
of a composition, and Holt’s Ten-Part was suggested as one that 
would probably do.

Knowing that a peal of Double Grandsire had been rung a century 
or more before, I turned up * Shipway ’ to see what he said about 
it and found that the peal given there by Holt was not his Ten-Part. 
This I sent 011 to the gentleman who was to call the peal, expressing 
doubt as to the Ten-Part running true. In his reply, he said that 
it would not, but, that Reeves’ Variation would, ana he added, and 
this raises an interesting point, does the variation really belong to 
Reeves or did Holt make the alteration in order to adapt his Ten- 
Part to the double method?’

There is this to be said, that Shipway’s remarks do not lend them­
selves to this theory, but whether the variation is by Reeves or Holt, 
it is, as ourvfriend said, ‘ an interesting point.’

E. BARNETT.
10, Kings Close, Crayford.

E R I N  D O U B L E S .
HOW A SIX-SCORE WAS COMPOSED.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—In answer to your correspondent's request, I furnish the 

following details as to the procedure I adopted to obtain an extent 
of Erin Doubles

I typed out the 30 sixes in pairs (positive and negative) and tried 
to form plain courses from them. This proved impossible.

After experimenting I came to the conclusion that calls would 
have to be made at the six-ends if an extent was to be obtained.

The question of calls was the next question to be answered. I 
took the usual Stedman single and placed it at the end 0$ the six. 
and by this means built up the block of sixes which forms the first 
lialf of the extent and two smaller blocks of four sixes each leaving 
over the two last sixes of the plaid course. The plan I adopted was 
to exhaust the combinations of any one bell in 4-5. and if the 10 six 
block lies examined it will be noted that this, contains all the com­
binations with the 3rd in 4-5.

The problem now resolved itself into joining these blocks together, 
and I employed Stedman’s original single, but placed at the six-end 
to achieve this.

It should be pointed out that none of the blocks mentioned is in 
itself a round block, but the whole can be fused into one round block.

The improved * single ’ published in your issue of March 7th over­
comes the fault of the original one in that it onlv affects the work 

'o f  two bells. C. KENNETH LEWIS.
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
MUSIC.

It is quite easy to write a lot about music in connec­
tion with bellringing; it is not at all easy to write any­
thing which will be of any use in a discussion like the 
present.

Music in bellringiflg, like music in general, is very 
largely a matter of taste and preference. Some people 
like one thing, some like another, and when two men 
differ strongly on the subject it by no means follows that 
one of them must be wrong.
' Most of us know quite well what we consider good 

music, and usually our taste is sound; but what we say 
about it is not always either- sound or sensible, and, in­
deed, quite a lot of nonsense has been talked on the 
matter.

This is especially so when men judge the musical 
qualities of a method of a peal composition from the 
figures. A good example is the familiar and much abused 
claim that ‘ the second and third are never in sixth’s 
place at a course end.’ To some people that is every­
thing- necessary to distinguish a musical peal from an un­
musical one. They assume that what is good for one 
method is equally good for another, without ever stopping 
to examine the changes the peal actually produces. Com­
posers of Superlative, for instance, are always anxious to 
keep the second and third away from sixth place at the 
course ends, and yet the fourth’s place bell, which they 
ignore, strikes exactly the same number of blows over the 
tenor in 7-8 as the sixth’s place bell does. The musical 
value of a 6-2 course end in Bob Major is totally different 
from the same in Double Norwich. W e could give many 
other examples, but perhaps the most glaring is the 
claim, at one time quite common, that in peals of Royal 
and Maximus the second and third are never in sixth’s 
place. As if it mattered a jot whether they are or not.

It is quite a frequent thing to find people expressing 
opinions on the musical qualities of methods for similarly 
absurd reasons based on paper qualities which have no 
real relation to the actual music produced in the belfry.

When we express opinions as to the musical qualities 
of methods our statements are usually general and vague, 
and that is inevitable because we are intentionally dealing 
with a general and vague subject, but a statement, which 
may be perfectly true in a general and vague way, can 
be very false and misleading when it is used in a precise 
and particular way.

For instance, some people lately have been saying that 
Treble Bob is a musical method, while others have said 
it is nothing of the sort. W e know what these people 
mean, and we have no objection to their use of the ex­
pression. But, strictly speaking, Treble Bob as a method 
is neither musical nor unmusical; it is quite indifferent to 
either. All we can say, strictly, is that under certain cir­
cumstances Treble Bob can (or cannot) produce good 
music. But any method which can produce good music 
can equally well produce bad.

Most people studying a new method will judge its musi­
cal qualities from its plain course. That is quite fair 
and reasonable up to a point, but it does not go far 
enough. There are some methods which have excellent 
plain courses and perhaps one or two others beside, but 
are quite unable to produce a musical five thousand. If 
the plain course of Cambridge were as musical as the 
plain course of Double Norwich, which it decidedly is 
not, the two methods could nQt rank as equals, since 
Double Norwich has so many more good courses avail­
able than the other.

The plain course of Superlative contains what is prob­
ably the most varied selection of good music in a short 
space that we possess in common use. There are two 
other courses of about equal value, but little can be said 
for the musical qualities of the rest of the method.

When we are judging, from a musical point of view, a 
method’s claims to rank as a standard method, we must 
consider not only its plain course, but all the other 
courses it has available for peals.

An important point which should not be lost sight of 
is that musical values are not the same to the listeners 
outside as they are to the ringers in the belfry. When 
we are ourselves ringing, we take note of many more 
delicate harmonies and rhythms than are noticed by the 
outsider. They do not listen with the intentness that the 
actual ringer does; usually they do not consciously listen 
at all, and it is only the bolder and more pronounced har­
monies and rhythms which strike their ears. But it is on 
these bold rhythms that the effect of ringing depends so 
far as the general public is concerned, and it would be 
foolish to neglect their value.

Let us see, if we can, what really does constitute music 
in change ringing, and which methods are most likely to 
produce it. But first we will hazard a guess at what are 
the three or four short lengths of ringing which by com­
mon consent best give what is generally considered good 
music. They are, the plain course of Superlative Surprise 
Major, the plain course of Double Norwich Court Bob 
Major, three leads of Treble Bob Royal and the two or 
three Sixes before and after a Tittum course end with 
the sixth behind the ninth in Stedman Caters.

There are many people who would agree with this se­
lection and yet would strongly dissent from the opinion 
that either Superlative or Treble Bob as a whole should 
be included among the most musical methods.

M R. W . J. N E V A R D .
SERIOUS ILLNESS.

The many friends of Mr. W. J. Nevard, of Great Bentley, will learn 
with regret that he is at present seriously ill. On Saturday morning, 
March 8th, during a visit to Colchester on his usual business, he had 
a bad turn, but managed to complete his-business and get back to his 
train. After leaving Great Bentley Station he had a fall and was 
found lying helpless in the roadway. He says he is very sadly and 
would like all his friends to know what has happened to him, as he 
is unable to write. He cannot read 4 The Ringing World* but his 
daughter reads it to him and it gives him such joy to hear the news. 
.Everyone will join with us in extending sympathy and best wishes 
to him.

TOWER CLOCKS
W eight D riven  o r  E le ctr ic , b y  the 
W O R L D 'S  O L D E S T  M A K E R S  
E S T A B L IS H E D  O V E R  3 0 0  Y E A R S  
Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

J. B. JOYCE & CO. LTD.
WHITCHURCH, SALOP.

We have experts visiting all parts of the British Isles, and shall be pleased 
to carry oat restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tower Clock
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S IL E N T  A P P A R A T U S .
THE PROBLEM  OF CORRECT STRIK IN G .

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—The queries raised by Mr. Clarke are not easily answered 

in the space o f a letter, as 1 found when trying to explain the St. 
Lawrence Jewry appliance. As I may not have expressed clearly 
what I intended to convey, I will try to clarify the points he raises. 
As regards the apparatus itself I do not claim * perfection,* but only 
a fair compromise, due to the fact that it depends for its action not 
on the clapper, but the movement o f the bell—two very different 
things.

For the sake o f this explanation a bell may be taken as a com­
bination o f two pendulums, the outeij one, i.e., the bell itself, being 
pivoted on the gudgeons and the inner one (the clapper) on the 
crown staple, the pivotal point being outside the gudgeon line. The 
difference between the pivotal points is the ‘ throw.’

On being raised from  the down position the first sound is made* by 
the bell being pulled against the (stationary) clapper, the ‘ th r o w ’ 
not operating until the movement becomes great enough to overcome 
the initial inertia o f the vlapper, which then will strike on both sides 
o f the bell, the*actual moment o f striking being wnen the bell having 
stopped (at the greatest amplitude o f swing) the clapper runs on to 
make contact. The ‘ double blow ’ will be sooner with smaller bells, 
later with larger ones. The strikimg will now be regular, but the* 
higher the bell the slower it  becomes. This difference may be plainly 
heard on * raising.’

From the foregoing two deductions may be made. A contact 
apparatus which does not operate until the bell is ‘ fram e high ’ would 
be useless for ‘ raising ’ in peal, and also would not reproduce the 
appreciable difference in time o f striking between 4 frame high ’ and
* set pull.’ An exceedingly small error in time is required to make 
the difference between what is termed good striking and bad. Take 
a peal o f eight bells as example and a rate o f striking o f 25-27 changes 
per minute, or 4.8 seconds for a whole pull approximately. This means 
an interval o f .3 second between bells or near enough so for practical 
purposes. I f  the interval be diminished between any two bells there 
follows a corresponding gap, and an .error of only .05 second will make 
good striking into bad. There is this difference between positions of 
‘ frame high ’ and ‘ set pull,’ if not more as we found in actual 
practice, and on a contact apparatus the endeavours of the ringer 
to ‘ strike well ’ cause the ‘ work ’ I mentioned in my previous letter. 
When Mr, Clarke says he regulates the ringing by pulling his bell

uicker or slower, he is voicing the same thing as myself when I said
‘ held it  down ’ or ‘ pushed it  up .’
May I say in conclusion that there are no ‘ patent rights ’ to the 

apparatus. t _____  E. MURRELL.

USE OF SILENT BELLS. •
To tthe Editor.

Sir,—Having seen reports in ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ that various 
churches are carrying on ‘ ringing ’ silent, we approached the Rector 
with a view to keeping the band together by the same means at our 
church. W e met with a blank refusal.

Could you inform us as to yrhether any instructions have been issued 
officially— by the Government or by the Church— that bells must on 
no acccmnt be touched—silent or otherwise.

I f  such is the case it seems strange that quite a number o f towers 
are having silent practice which is denied to others. Has the official 
ruling—that bells shall not be sounded—been altered to— shall not 
be  touched? BALLARD.

Burbage, Leicestershire.
The official order is perfectly clear. Church and chapel bells may 

not be rung except by the direction o f the appointed authority. 
There is no restriction on any silent use o f them, but certainly it 
would be most improper to instal any silent apparatus which would 
hinder their use as warnings. It lias been explained that one bell is 
sufficient for the purpose. In our opinion, all the bells in the tower 
should never be silenced at the same time even temporarily.—Editor,
* The Ringing W’orld.’

BARNSLEY A N D  DISTRICT SOCIETY.
MEETING A T FELKIRK.

Owing to the bad weather the attendance at the meeting o f the 
Barnsley and District Society, held at Felkirk on March 8th. was 
rather small, members being present from  Eastwood, W ath and the 
local company. ;

The six tower bells were rung without clappers during the afternoon 
in a variety o f Minor methods, and although striking could not be 
criticised, everyone taking part enjoyed having a pull.

A t the tea in the Schoolroom the Vicar, the R t. Rev. J. H. Dickin­
son, offered a hearty welcome to  all. Mr. S. Briggs presided at the 
business meeting which followed. Apologies for absence were received 
from the president, Mr. E. Brookes, and Mr. A. Panther, vice- 
president. I t  was agreed to hold the next meeting a t Darfield on 
April 5th.

Ringing on handbells followed in the following methods: Plain 
and Treble Bob Minor, Bob M ajor, Plain Double and Little Bob 
M ajor Spliced and Plain and Gainsborough Spliced. The methods 
rung on tower bells were Plain Bob, Double Bob, St. Clement’ s and 
Oxford Treble Bob Minor.

E R IN  D O U B L E S .
W H ICH  CALLS ARE ALLOW ABLE?

To the Editor.
Sir,—There is no real difference between Mr. Lewis and myself as 

to the possibility o f obtaining a six-score o f Erin Doubles. Where we 
differ lies in the question whether the 1250 rows produced by him in 
his first variation are or are not Erin, and whether the combination 

, o f calls in his later variation is permissible.
To answer this question we must learn \^Jiat are the functions of 

calls in. all methods, and what particular form  these calls may take 
in the method concerned. Long ago it  was laid down in effect that 
a bob is a variation in the regular working o f the method resulting 
in three o f the bells changing in their mutual coursing order, while 
the single alters the C.O. o f two bells only. In most methods this 
result is obvious, but in some (of which Grandsire is an outstanding 
example) the rule applies, though its working is concealed. (H olt’s 
single is a special case and; moreover, its use is strictly circumscribed.) 
To prove the fact with regard to Grandsire, write out two leads o f 
Doubles (or, better, Triples) to obtain the lead ends 253746 and 275634. 
Now write out one lead with a bob at the end for 752634. Is it  not 
obvious that the C.O. o f 2, 7, 5 has been changed, while that o f 6, 3, 4 
has been unaltered?

Further, th* common Grandsire Single is not a single operation. 
It consists o f a bob made on the handstroke lead o f the treble and a 
single at the backstroke.

Bob Single Thus the single, strictly speaking, only affects 
5172634 5172634 7 and 5. For convenience only one audible call 
1576243 1576243 is given, though really the common Grandsire 
1752634 1572634 single is a form  o f bob-single.

Again it has long been universally agreed that a method shall 
employ only two kinds o f call, one o f which is to be a  bob arid the 
other a single. While different fprms o f these calls may be used, 
one form  alone o f each may be employed in any particular extent. 
Anyone can see that all three calls used by Mr. Lewis are singles of 
different kinds, and he has to use two varieties for a 120. This in 
itself condemns both his variations. I t  may be argued that what is 
written above is inconsistent with the employment of bobs, singles 
and extremes in 120’s o f Grandsire Doubles; but it is to be remem­
bered that the introduction o f the extreme was an artifice introduced 
to enable 42 different six-scores to be got for a peal. I t  is hardly 
believable that this would have been recognised as allowable if no 
six-scores could be had with bobs and singles only. Thus in a sense 
the extreme is on a par with Pitm an’s and Morris’ 240’s.

Once more let it be remembered that an extent consists o f a  number 
o f rows o f which half are positive and half negative. When the plain 
course consists o f all double or  cater changes all touches produced by 
bobs contain positive changes alone. I f  half the extent can be got by 
this means the whole can easily be obtained by the use o f two singles. 
I f  the half is not obtainable in this way (and this applies to Erin 
Doubles) it is impossible to obtain an extent by the use o f one kind 
of single, at any rate without breaking up the whole construction of 
the method, and thus in effect destroying the method as such. An 
analogous case with Erin is Double Grandsire.

In my opinion, Stedman’s Single is quite legitimate, though inferior 
to the modern Single in that it  breaks up the slow work. But both 
forms o f single must not be used in tjie same six-score.

Staverton Vicarage. E. S. POW ELL.

ODD S T R U C K  B E L L S .
OLD HANGING AND NEW!

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—One would have expected more replies to Mr. Turner’s 

queries o f March 7th about odd struck bells.
In my humble opinion, it is easier to ring a bell when it  is slightly 

quick a t back-stroke and correspondingly slow at hand, and probably 
you will find a m ajority in favour o f this. The reason is not far to 
seek. The open hand-stroke lead gives more time, and consequently 
the little bit o f  extra time can be put to good use if the bell is slow 
at hand. Occasionally you meet someone who prefers it  the opposite 
way, why, it is hard to understand. Generally speaking, this question 
affects the back end, especially the tenor in even bell ringing, and 
becomes more important as the weight o f metal increases.

I am afraid it is a difficult m atter to correct a false striking bell. 
My opinion is that the suggestion to adjust the bell on the stock 
would not mend matters. Occasionally I have inspected a false striking 
bell, and I have found what I expected, namely, that it  was caused 
by the crown staple, whence the clapper swings down, not being dead 
central in the bell.

This can be tested by measuring from the ball o f the clapper to 
the very place where it strikes the bell, making sure that the bell 
is level, in the direction in which it  swings.

The old bell founders cast the crown staple in the bell, and once 
it was there nothing could alter it. The founders o f to-day are more 
careful in drilling the necessary holes for the clapper fitting, wmse- 
quently you seldom find newly-hung bells as false as some o f the old 
ones.

I cannot remember ever having noticed what effect it  has on a bell 
when it  has been rung with the clapper on the wrong side, but would 
hardly expect it  to be injurious to the bell.

LEW IS W . W IFFEN.
Melrose, Clock House W ay, Braintree.
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NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading- is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f  ‘  T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g ,  S u r r e y .

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN 
MONDAY.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTH S. —  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, March 29th. 
Members will meet at the Two Brewers, Shoe Lane, 
E.C.4, at 2.30. Business meeting and handbells at 15, 
Farringdon Avenue, at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec.,' 
Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

HERTS ASSOCIATION.— Meeting, Saturday, March 
29th, at Guides Studio, Falconer Road, Bushey, at 3.45. 
Handbelis. Social chat. Comfortable room. Tea ar­
ranged. A welcome to all interested in ringing, whether 
handbell ringers or not. Call in and see. Bus service 
close handy. —  C. H. Horton, 53, Aldenham Road, 
Bushey.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON­
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— North and East District. 
— The annual district meeting will be held at Kilburn on 
Saturday, March 29th. Handbells will be available at 3 
p.m. in the Church Room. Service in St. Augustine’s 
Church at 4 p.m. Tea about 4.30. Please bring all un­
paid subscriptions.— T. J. Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION— Hinckley 
District.— The next monthly meeting will be held at the 
Railway Hotel, Hinckley, on Saturday, March 29th, at 
6 p.m. Plenty of handbell ringing. All welcome and 
the hotel is just outside the station entrance. —  W . A. 
Wood, Dis. Sec.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— South 
and W est District.— Subject to national exigencies, the 
annual meeting will be held on Saturday, April 5th, at 
St. Stephen’s Parish Hall, Ealing. Tea (bring your own 
sugar) at 4 p.m. at a charge of about is. per head. It 
is essential that notice for tea should be sent to the un­
dersigned not later than March 29th. The annual busi­
ness meeting will follow the tea. Annual committee 
meeting in the hall at 3.30 p.m. prompt. The under­
signed’s light peal of eight handbells will be available. 
An urgent appeal is made for the payment of subscrip­
tions, especially by unattached members. It is hoped 
that the meeting will be well supported.— J. E. Lewis 
Cockey, Hon. Dis. Sec., 16, St. Stephen’s Road, Ealing, 
W .13. Tel. Perivale 5320.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— A meeting of the commit­
tee will be held in the Chapter House at Chelmsford 
Cathedral on Saturday, April 5th, at 3.30. All commit­
tee members are requested to attend, if possible.— L. J. 
Clark, Gen. Sec., 36, Lynmouth'Avenue, Chelmsford, 
Essex.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Durfield on Saturday, April 5th. 
Handbells in the reading room 3 p.m. Tea at Cross 
Keys Hotel 5.15, followed by business meeting and hand­
bells. All are welcome.— D. Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, 
Chapel Street, Shafton, near Barnsley.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Leicester 
District.— A meeting will be held at Belgrave Church (8 
bells) on April 5th. Silent ringing from 3 p.m. Tea at 
Hotel Belgrave at 5 p.m. for those who notify me by 
April 2nd. A meeting will follow. W ill all members 
make a special effort to attend? Visitors heartily wel­
comed. Handbell ringing during evening.— H. W . Per­
kins, Hon. Dis. Sec.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION .—  
The next meeting will be held at Brown Edge on Satur­
day, April 5th. Handbells' will be available from 3 p.m. 
Ringers are requested to make their own tea arrange­
ments in future at our meetings. All ringers welcome.—  
Andrew Thompson, 63, Whitehouse Road, Cross Heath, 
Newcastle, Staffs.

LLANQAFF AND M ONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.— The annual meeting will be held on Easter 
Monday, April 14th, at St. James’ Church Schoolroom 
opposite Cardiff Infirmary, Newport Road, Cardiff, at 
4 o’clock.— John W . Jones Hon. Sec., Cartref, Alteryn 
Road, Newport, Mon.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— The an­
nual meeting will be held at St. Albans on Saturday, 
April 19th. Service in Cathedral 4 p.m., with address by 
the Dean. Ringing at the Abbey and St. Peter’s Church 
from 2.30 p.m. The belfry of the Abbey has been fitted 
with electric bells. A good tea at 5-30, followed by busi­
ness meeting at the Waterend Barn, St. Peter’s Street. 
Those who want tea must advise me not later than the 
17th.— G. W . Cartmel, Hon. Sec., Duffield,' Russell 
Avenue, St. Albans.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TION.— Annual Meeting. —  Preliminary Notice. —  The 
annual meeting will be held ( d .v . )  at Worcester on Sat­
urday afternoon, May 17th. Resolutions for the agenda 
should reach me by Saturday, April 19th (Rule 10). Tea 
will be arranged, if possible, but only for those whose 
names are given to the branch or general secretaries at 
least ten days before .the meeting. Will members please 
note, as the committee have decided to strictly enforce 
this?— J. D. Johnson, Gen. Sec.

M A R R I A G E .
P A R F IT T — S M A L LW O O D . —  On March 20th, at 

All Saints’ Church, Weston, Bath, by the Rev. L . W . 
Fussell, Pilot Officer Leslie W . Parfitt, R .A .F .V .R ., 
to Miss Margery Smallwood.

The first peal of Major by the Winchester Guild, a single-handed 
handbell peal of Plain Bob, was rung 50 years ago yesterday.

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOW ER CLO CK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FOR N EW  CLO CKS, C H IM E  AD D ITIO N S, REPAIRS 
OR R EP A IN TIN G  O F DIALS.
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  F R E E  

f r o m  th e  
R e v . E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

s. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS-Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble

Dominated Methods) .............................................................. 9
COLLECTION OP PEALS—Section' II. (Plain Bob and

Doable Oxford B o b ) ......................... ......... . ... .................. 9
COLLECTION OP PEALS—Section HI. (Double Norwich) ... 9 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B............................. 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS .........................  ..............................................................
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples .......... 3

Cambridge Surprise Major .................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ...’ ..........  ... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ................................  1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) .............................................................. ......................... 2  0

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.,

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. 10d.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
1 STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope. 

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages. 
‘ SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A  book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from 
Mias MARGARET E, SNOWDON 
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s to n , L a n c s

P U B L IC A T IO N S *
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND M AJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. each,
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:—  Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 /9  
(6 copies for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper oovers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 / - ) .
O b tain able  on ly  p o st fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  Vloaratfe, n ear D aven try .

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EA8Y HANOLINC AND NON STRETCHING
E st. 1 8 2 0 Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Rores) Ltd.
LO U G HBOROUGH

O raer y o u r Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rices  in cre a se , 
p r e -w a r  q u a lity , and send us y o u r old  Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst n ot in u se .

Clock and Chiming R opes  
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M A T 8  A N D  BELL M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAHD g g k ,  la  Solid Silver

Diameter 2iin 2jin, 3iin. 3iin. 4in. 4$in. 5in. 5jin 
Price 1 8 / e  2 2 / 8  2 8 /8  3 3 /8  4 2 /- 5 2 /8  6 7 /6  7 8  6

The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of m any famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London,, 

and throughout the world.

John S m ith  S t S on s, M idland C lock  W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., D erby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor bv the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildings, London, E.C.4.
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H A N D B E L L  R IN G IN G  F O R  B E G IN N E R S
Most of our readers have been following, we do not 

doubt with sympathetic interest, the career of a number 
of handbell enthusiasts, of whose doings accounts have 
lately appeared in our columns. Starting from scratch 
(for a year ago no more than two had done any ringing 
either in the tower or on handbells), they have made 
such progress that they have already reached Spliced 
Surprise Major, and recently during one afternoon they 
rang courses on all numbers in the standard methods 
from Minor to Maximus, including Bristol and Double 
Norwich, and half a course of Grandsire Sextuples (i.e.. 
Grandsire on thirteen bells). W e feel sure we are right 
in saying that never before in the whole history of the 
Exercise has one band at one time rung such a wide and 
varied selection df methods.

Reports of such phenomenal progress were bound to 
be greeted in some quarters with a certain amount of 
scepticism, and we should have been rather surprised if 
we had not received some letters hinting at leg-gulling 
and the desirability of pinches of salt. It is all quite good- 
natured, and when half a dozen or so young people form 
themselves into a ‘ society,’ hold an inauguratory 
‘ dinner ’ with toasts and speeches, and give ‘ at homes,’ 
they do rather create the impression that they are living 
on an ideal and fairyland plane where common values do 
not hold. It may be— we do not know— but it may be 
that the difference between the Highcliffe Society and 
(shall be say?) the Society of College Youths, is some 
measure of the difference between double-handed Spliced 
Surpris^ as it is rung at Swindon and double-handed 
Spliced Surprise as it is rung at Bushey. Be that as it 
may, all ringers will wish these people success and good 
luck.

Even more striking than what has been achieved is 
the means by which the result has been obtained. 
Hitherto the small and very select number of men who 
have rung the more complex methods on handbells have 
accomplished their ends by constant practice, close appli­
cation, and a thorough knowledge of ringing in general 
and the special methods in particular. All this,.we are 
given to understand has largely been made unnecessary 
by a new system of teaching.

W e all know that what particularly distinguishes 
change ringing is that it calls for such a long proba­
tionary period, and that the beginner has to go througli 
such a lengthy training before he can reckon himself even 
a novice among ringers. The result is notorious. Of 
those who are induced to enter the belfry only a small 
proportion remain to join the Exercise. Many are called 

(Continued on page 158.)

GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON Ltd-
CROYDON

Founders of the 
H EA VIEST BELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE 
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C A N A D A  

S. A F R I C A  
N E W  Z E A L A N D
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Telephone 
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers o f  many of the largest and most important Clocks 

in the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

‘ THE GUILDFORD CLOGK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , L e e d s .”

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t , ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

TH E R IN G E R ’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration, 

pet. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M A RKE D  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G I L T  OR W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/- 
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STAGEY, ENGRAVER,
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
‘ METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from * The Ringing World ’ Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKING.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albens, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

but few are chosen. This is a great cause of disappoint­
ment, and sometimes of despair, to those who try to train 
new bands and fresh recruits to old bands. Surely they 
will welcome anything which will eliminate or shorten the 
interval between the time when the beginner first joins 
and the time when he is fully qualified to take his place 
among the band.

Yet when we take the longer view, do we really desire 
that the barriers which hedge our art should be thrown 
down and entry to the more skilled bands made easy ? 
At present no one can reach the top until he has passed 
the most searching tests. Perhaps it is better so. The 
best ringers may be ‘ few,’ but they certainly are ‘ fit.’ 
And when all is said and done there is no value in any of 
the so-called higher methods apart from the fact that they 
are difficult and do call for the exercise of the best the 
ringer iias to give. Natural aptitude and knowledge and 
skill and patience and perseverance. Eliminate the need 
for these and you destroy the value of the methods.

Suppose it were possible by some new method of teach­
ing to make it as easy for a band to ring Spliced Surprise 
as it now is to ring Bob Major or Grandsire Triples, 
would anything be gained? Most certainly not. Rather, 
there would be a grevious loss, for in everything except 
that which takes place in the ringer’s brain, Bob Major 
and Grandsire Triples are far superior to Spliced Sur­
prise.

The glory of our art lies in the fact that however skilled 
a ringer or a band may be, and however much they have 
done, there is still such a lot to be done and such vast 
tracts still to be explored. Progress is essential and rapid 
advance is good, but only when they follow the,hard and 
beaten track. It is the overcoming of difficulties that 
matters, not the evading of them.

But perhaps we need not worry. After, all there does 
not seem any real fear that double-handed Spliced Sur­
prise will become cheap, or be rung (as it should be rung) 
by any but those who are prepared to undertake the 
necessary trouble, and to pay the necessary price.

H A N D B E L L  P E A L S .
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE.

THE DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Monday, March 24 ,1941 , in Two Hours and Fiftetn Minutes,

A i  88, G r a i n g e r  S t r e e t ,
A P E A L  OF BOB MAJOR, 60S* CHANGES)

Tenor size 11 in G.
W il l ia m  H. B a r b e r .............  1-2 I D r iv e r  C. H e t h b r i n g t o n  5-6
E r n e s t  W a l l a c e  ............ 3-4 | 'A l f r e d  G r e e n w o o d ............ 7-8

Composed b y  F. C la y t o n .  Conducted b y  W . H . B a r b e r .
* First peal * in hand.’ Arranged for Driver Hetfierington, home 

on a short leave.
HEVINGHAM, NORFOLK.

THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
Oh Sunday, March 30, 1941, in Two Hours and Forty Minuus,

A t  M r . W a l t e r  C. M e d l b r 's  H o d s b ,
A PEAL O F  BOB MAJOR, 5120 CH A N G ES ;

Tenor 6ize 15 in B.
A l b e r t  R o d g b t .......................  1-2 I F. N o l a n  G o l d b n  .............  5-6

•Jack N. A . P d m p b r e y  ... 3-4 | W a l t e r  C. M b d l b r  ............ 7-8
Composed and Conducted by F. N o la n  G o ld b n .

* First attempt *for Major away from 1-2.

HORNSEY.-—At the Parish Hall on Sunday, March 2nd, a quarter- 
peal of Grandsire Doubles (1,260 changes), being 1CU different six- 
scores in 34 minutes : J. G. Nash (first quarter-peal as conductor ‘ in 
hand ’ ) 1-2, Mrs. R. Franklin (first quarter-peal) 3, K. Robinson (first 
quarter-peal of Doubles) 4, G. W. Blee (first quarter-peal ‘ in hand ’ ) 
5-6.
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
II. THE FOUNDER.

After fifty years’ existence the Central Council seems 
to fill such a natural and useful place in the organisation 
of the Exercise that we are tempted to suppose it was 
always so. But the fact was otherwise. At the begin­
ning the Council was neither particularly desired nor 
welcomed by the great majority of ringers, and it made 
good its position only after the lapse of some years.

SIR A R T H U R  P E R C I V A L  H E Y W O O D .

The account of the first attempt to form a National 
Association showed how it was killed by the apathy of 
the provincial ringers and the active hostility of the old 
societies. The suggested scheme was a faulty one and 
did not deserve to succeed, but that was not the real 
cause of its failure. Had Dolben Paul’s committee pro­
posed the scheme which was ultimately adopted they 
would have had no better success, for they lacked the 
necessary influence and authority. A central body could 
be formed only if some one man were found strong enough 
to ignore the opinions of the mass of the ringers. If he 
could create such a body out of the small and active 
minority which did desire it, the Exercise might accept it, 
though probably with indifference, £nd in time might

welcome and respect it. That is what actually did hap- 
pen.

The one essential need was a leader who possessed the 
necessary qualificatiftns; and, fortunately, he appeared in 
due time in the person of Arthur Percival Heywood,

Heywood occupies an altogether unique position in the 
history of the Exercise. To some degree he was the last 
of the gentlemen patrons of the art, and in the line of 
Henry Smythe, Henry Brett, Theodore Eccleston and 
John Powell Powell. But he was much more than they 
were. There was no one quite like him in earlier times, 
and it is pretty certain that there will be no one quite like 
him in times to come. No other man could have founded 
the Central Council. It was his creation, it bore his im­
press, and we shall not understand its rise and early his­
tory unless we know something of the man knd his 
character.

It would be a mistake to suppose that Heywood was 
ever a popular or trusted leader of the Exercise in the way 
.that Jasper Snowdon was. He never evoked the personal 
affection that the other did, nor when he died was there 
any such feeling of loss as when Snowdon died. Snow­
don wielded an influence on individual ringers far greater ~ 
than Heywood ever did, but Snowdon, had he made the 
attempt, could not have carried through to a successful 
issue the plan for forming a Central Council.

Arthur Percival Heywood, the eldest son and heir of 
Sir Thomas Percival Heywood, third baronet, was born 
on December 25th, 1849, and was educated at Trinity 
College, Cambridge, taking the B.A. degree in 1871, and 
the M .A. degree in 1874. He first learned to ring when he 
was twelve years old, but for long he did nothing be­
yond call changes. In 1872 he married and settled at 
Duffield in Derbyshire, where there was a ring of six. In 
February, 1884, it was increased to eight, and Heywood 
then took a greater interest in change ringing. The local 
band were taught Bob Triples, and Heywood called the 
first peal by them all in the following July. The band 
then went on to Grandsire Triples, Bob Major, Treble 
Bob, Double Oxford, and Double Norwich. Meanwhile 
Heywood had taken advantage of the nearness of the 
famous and skilful company at Burton-on-Trent, and 
with them he rang peals not only of Double Norwich, 
but also of Cambridge, Superlative and London Surprise. 
He also took, part in peals of Stedman Triples, Caters and 
Cinques, and of Duffield Major* and Royal, a method 
which he had himself produced. Many of these perform­
ances he conducted, and for two ,or three years his 
was one of the most frequent names in the peal records of 
‘ The Bell News.’ About 1885 he began to study com­
position, and in the next year he published the first of 
many articles dealing with the science of change ring­
ing, the most important being those very excellent and 
elaborate ‘ investigations ’ into the composition of Sted­
man Triples which were afterwards reprinted as an ap­
pendix to C. D. P. Davies’ ‘ Stedman.’ He had thus 
before the year 1890 made good his position as an out­
standing authority on both the practical and the theoretic 
sides of change ringing. As he was at the same time a 
man of wealth and social position, he seemed eminently 
fitted to take the lead in the Exercise. These things, 
however, would not of themselves have been sufficient to 
have enabled him to form a Central Council. It needed a 
man with certain marked qualities of character, and those 
he possessed in an eminent degree.

(To be continued.)
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SILENT APPARATUS.
THE ST. LAWRENCE JEWRY APPLIANCE.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I still consider that Mr. Murrell’s apparatus is, all things 

considered, the best for ordinary use, and I  rather think he has over­
estimated its defects so far as correct striking is concerned.

An electrical apparatus worked by the clapper would be the best if 
certain very great difficulties could be overcome, and if cost were no 
object, but Mr. Murrell’s is not only cheap, but easy to instal and 
without anything complicated to get out of order.

It is said it was a great success at St. Lawrence’s, but Mr. Murrell 
tells us he was not satisfied with the striking. Was not that due very 
largely to the peculiar circumstances? The bells of St. Lawrence’s 
were a heavy lot, nearly 30 cwt. I believe. The tenor most certainly 
was tucked up (I seem to remember a photograph of it on Mowbray’s 
Church Calendar with a bi^ horseshoe built-up steel stock), and that 
would affect the relation of the swing of bell and clapper. Suppose 
Mr. Murrell instalsr liî , appliance on an ordinary set of bells with a 
tenor of about 12 cwt., would he have the difficulties he complains 
of, or if he had, would they be insuperable?

Two points. The first, that we need not bother about the apparatus 
not working properly when bells are raised in peal. Second, the 
clapper does not strike the bell when it stops at the greatest amplitude 
of swing, but considerably earlier, and the slowness of ringing and 
the height to which the bell is swung have little to do with the actual 

oint in the swing at which the clapper strikes. This point is in 
ells of average weight fairly constant when bells are rung to changes.
Mr. Murrell’s apparatus is a  better one than he tries to make out, 

but to have a fair chance it should be tried on a light ring of bells 
and one where the draught of rope is not long, so there may not be 
any trouble from the cords stretching or being altered in length by 
the changes of weather.

An apparatus which depends on copper wire arid cranks on the 
style of the old-fashioned door bells needs a very expert workman 
to instal it or most of the power exerted by the bell will be wasted 
in slack wires. „ MAURICE CLARKE.

LIMITATIONS FOR TEACHING.
Dear Sir,—In the year 1889 I was learning change ringing at Great 

St. Mary’s, Cambridge, on Seage’s dumb apparatus. It is, I believe, 
still in use, and from a mechanical point of view I have no fault to 
find with it.

If, then, we only want, as seems from what has been written, 
something that will roughly produce in the belfry everything that we 
get from open ringing, why here'we have it. Moreover, it is lasting 
and not very expensive. I should think any of the firnts of bell- 
hangers would be glad to instal it, for a few pounds a bell, even in 
war time.

Why then is it not more used ? It consists of a * trigger * which is 
pulled by the bell every time it swings either way. By a succession of 
wires and bell cranks, this pull rings a handbell, fixed over the ringer’s 
head, roughly at the time when the bell would sound if it were not 
silenced. (The pull is like that of an ordinary door b e ll: the latter, 
however, is hung on springs, so that it sounds more than once.) The 
snag lies in this qualification which I have inserted—roughly.

Wires (necessarily of differing lengths and of differing numbers of 
cranks and joins) vary, not only at different temperatures, but for 
other reasons not under the ringer’s control. Thus while the ringer 
is learning how to control his bell, he is not at the same time learning 
how to synchronise the sound, for that is beyond his control. That 
is to say that he is not learning to strike as he should, at the seme 
time as he learns how to manage his bell. The result has been that 
I do not strike correctly as I should, without thinking of it. I have 
to do so consciously, which is not quite the same thing.' I think that 
most of us who have learnt on this apparatus have concluded that it 
would really have been better if the bells had been merely silenced 
and no apparatus had been used. Another conclusion is not to use 
silenced bells too much. They have their use, but it must not be 
overdone.

It will be understood that I was anxious to find a way by which 
the more instantaneous action of the electric bell could be substituted 
for the uncertain strokes made through wires and bell cranks. I even 
hung one or two house bells, in both ways* in order to learn more 
thoroughly the practical difficulties of the problem. I came to the 
conclusion that the uncertainty of delays could not be overcome, 
especially with wiping contacts, such as all seem agreed would be 
necessary. The actual structural difficulties could, I think, be over­
come—by those who are cleverer than I was—but not that, of accurate 
timing. HERBERT DRAKE.

Ufford Rectory. ---------------
THE ORIGINAL MAKERS.

Dear Sir,—I well remember this apparatus being put in St. Paul’s, 
Burton, about 1880, when there was serious illness near the church. 
It was fixed to the frame with a  small roller on the headstock, and 
every time the bell was rung at hand or back it would ring a handbell 
fixed in the belfry. If Mr. Davis goes to the Richmond Hotel at 
Bournemouth some Saturday night (this is where I used to go for my
* nightcap ’ ) and asks for Mr. Sutton, he would, I am sure, be very 
glad to explain anything about it. He was the man who made them 
at Seage’s Foundry at Exeter. JOHN JAGGAR.

(Continued in next column.)

April 4th, 1341.

S I L C H E S T K R  S U R P R I S E .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Under the above heading in your issue of Friday last, 
March 28th, appears a letter of criticism signed by two well-known 
members of the Methods Committee of the Central Council.

After describing its merits and demerits of numbers of false course 
ends,, etc., the last paragraph reads: ‘ Whatever good qualities a 
method has it seems to us to be largely condemned if no peal is 
possible in which the tenors do more than three leads of their full 
work.’

This rather startled me, and I at once wondered how ‘ they squared 
this ’ with the ringing of ‘ spliced peals.’ As I understand English, 
this paragraph applies ‘ equally* to both. Personally, I cannot take 
it too seriously, but as put out as a feeler for further correspondence.

I have no fear of Mr. Janies being able to defend his method, and 
would recommend young enthusiasts to another of his Surprise 
methods, ‘ 'Berkeley,’ much more difficult to score a peal than spliced 
ringing, which, to my mind, is not at all difficult, merely a busy job 
for the conductor.

I hope these few remarks will bring out all the ‘ pros and cons ’ 
connected with this ‘ three lead system.’ GEORGE WILLIAMS.

1, Chestnut Avenue, Eastleigh.

P O S I T I V E  A N D  N E G A T I V E .
ARE THEY dOOD TERMS?

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I notice some of your correspondents, and notably Mr. 

E. S. Powell, use the words ‘ positive ’ and ‘ negative ’ to describe 
the nature of rows. I do not say such use is wrong, but there is 
nothing in the nature of rows analogous to what is meant when the 
terms are used in connection with mathematics, electricity 01* in 
general literature. The best terms to use to distinguish the nature 
of rows are ‘ odd ’ and ‘ even,’ which are simpler, and do exactly 
explain the difference between the two kinds of rows.

When we are speaking of ringing or of a block of rows, the proper 
and historical terms are ‘ in-course ’ and * out-of-course.’ But 110 
rigid conformity to rule should be expected in the use of terms. It is, 
for instance, convenient to speak of the two sets of courses in Sted­
man Triples as ‘ direct ’ and ‘ reverse.’ X .Y.Z.

ODD S T R U C K  B E L L S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—With much respect I differ from Mr. Lewis Wiffen. It 
is easier and nicer to ring a bell when it is rather slow at back­
stroke. The idea expressed by some ringers that the open lead helps 
you to ring a bell slow at hand is all fudge. That is all allowed for 
when we say a bell is even struck.

It is natural to ring a bell quicker at back than at hand. Pull up 
one and ring it singly and see how you do it. A big bell slow at 
back can be controlled easier than a bell slow at hand, provided one 
condition is observed. As soon as the ringer has pulled the bell off 
at Land, he must be able without thinking about the matter to slip 
his hands along the tail end to the exact spot, so that when the bell 
runs up at back the rope, the man’s arms and his whole body (resting 
on the balls of his feet) are stretched in one taut line at the exact 
and infinitesimal fraction of time when the backstroke pull should 
begin. Then he can do what he likes with the bell, and, of course, 
there is a much longer and stronger pull at back than at hand. The 
secret of ringing a tenor at back is to know how to pull her at hand 
and how to shorten or lengthen the hold 011 the rope.

‘ COUNTRY RINGER.’

S I L E N T  A P P A R A T U S .
(Continued from previous column.)
A YORKSHIRE EXPERIMENT.

Dear Sir,—Some years ago I experimented in this silent apparatus 
business. The bells were a new ring with iron lieadstocks. Under 
the spindle the casting was square for an inch and a half or more, 
and to this I firmly bolted a piece of angle iron of a section small 
enough to pass easily between the headstock and frame, firstly cuttdng 
out of the protruding flange, in the centre, about an inch and an 
eighth.

I made a lever, pinioned it at one end, and underneath I placed 
an ordinary electric push button so that when I pressed tlie lever 
at the end it rang an electric bell. I then made a bracket, bolting 
it firmly to the frame with the bolt that held the bearing in place, 
and on this I fixed the lever arrangement, placing the point of the 
lever over the centre of the spindle in such a position that the angle 
iron would, when the bell was pulled up, depress the lever and cause 
the electric bell to ring at the same time as the tongue of the tower 
bell struck. This took place at the point of the angle iron where I 
had cut out the piece. The bell continuing its motion allowed the 
lever to rise through the hole to its original position.

On the bell being pulled off for the other stroke, the lever rode 011 
the outside of the flange of the angle iron to the end and was then 
pulled back into its original position by a spring ready to be de­
pressed and repeat the signal on the other side.

I have another device which can be made of much less material. 
I have not tried it out, but its action is as obvious as the one just 
described. G. W . S.

THE RINGING W O R LD .
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S U F F O L K  G U IL D  A N D  S P L IC E D  R IN G IN G
'  To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I was surprised to read the Rev. H. Drake’s emphatic 
denial that, spliced ringing had ever been mentioned at a Suffolk 
Guild meeting.

Although I cannot remember for certain the year the meeting was 
held, I think it was 1929. As I was only 15 years old then, and it 
was my first ‘ annual,’ there will be excuse if my account is not 
strictly accurate.

The meeting was at Ipswich. As far as I can recall, Mr. Drake 
himself moved a resolution to the effect that spliced peals would not 
be recognised by the Guild.

I distinctly remember one speaker in support said he thought 
ringing spliced was like stopping in the middle of a soccer match 
to switch over and play rugger.

Mr. C. W . Pipe was the only opponent to the motion, and I believe 
his was the only vote recorded against it.

I believe it was at this meeting that Mr. J. C. J. Haggar first 
undertook the duties of technical consultant to the Guild.

In the years previous to this meeting I believe peals had been 
rung which were not ‘ spliced ’ in the sense that we think of it now. 
Ifc may have been that the meeting had these peals in mind when 
the resolution was passed.

I know that the merits of spliced ringing have long since been 
realised by Suffolk ringers, and 110 doubt when happier times are 
with us they will prove themselves worthy exponents pf it.

20, Swaisland Road, Dartford, Kent. J. E. BAILEY.

W A N T E D —A  S E T  O F  H A N D B E L L S .
A REQUEST FROM NORTHAMPTON.

To the Editor.
Sir,—May I make an appeal through the medium of ‘ The Ringing 

World * for the gift (or loan for the duration) of a set of handbells, 
of any number, from any person or church who has a set not in use, 
for service in the church to which I  belong.

We have here an enthusiastic company of the Boys’ Brigade whom 
I am anxious to train in the art ready for when happier tunes come.

The taking over of our Parish Hall by Government authorities 
unfortunately debars us from raising the purchase money by the 
ordinary means of socials and the like, and we are not a rich parish.

I have no doubt that there may be many a set laying idle, par­
ticularly in the areas where churches have suffered damage by air 
raids. Such a set (if only loaned) wtrnld be doing a greater service 
than at present. Any offer I should greatly appreciate.

P. AMOS (Bell Sec., St. Andrew’s Church).
2a, Beverley Crescent, Northampton.

A  S U S S E X  V I L L A G E  B A N D .
ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO.

In the year 1884, Thomas Geering, shoemaker and ‘ oldest inhabi­
tant ’ of the little town of Hailsham in Sussex, who was born in 1813, 
wrote down his recollection^ of the parish as it was in his boyhood 
days. He chatted agreeably about the men and the things he used 
to know, and he gives an interesting account of the ringers. There 
were only five bells in the steeple, but the band was thoroughly typical 
of the village bands of the time and the old gentleman evidently 
thought things were far better when he was a boy than they were 
in 1884. ‘ Looking back,’ he says, ‘ we may note a few features and 
changes. To begin with our church ringers. Then the master trades­
man thought it no' degradation, but rather an honourable distinction 
to be one to minister to the rites of the belfry. To be a ringer 
was a privilege. I remember but one new hand and he carried his 
election by force of prescriptive right and family interest. His father 
had been one of the fraternity and his brother stood then the fore­
most man as leader.

‘ Each bell had its regular hand. There was the hatter, glover, 
tailor, shoemaker and blacksmith in succession, ayd a few others—odd 
men to take a turn as occasion required—and one who was always 
needed to fetch the beer from the tavern. They were all professionally 
earnest, devoted men, and, to do them justice, as a rule—and what 
rule is not more or less broken?—they were sober men. But the 
potent god bred of malt and hops at times got possession of the 
brain, and then was the time to take note of the work of the 
features and lips as the ropes flew up a*id down.

‘ No wedding was allowed to go unrung or uncared for. On practice 
nights and rare occasions they would treat the outside world with a 
set of changes. Four bells allowed but little variation, yet with the 
steady and even pull of the tenor by the toll blacksmith, George 
Huggett, and the clear unerring lead of the hatted, Samuel Jenner, 
the old-fashioned peal was considered to be eclipsed by the change of 
four-and-twenty.

* The great treat of the year was, when I was a boy, to be awakened 
on Christmas morning by the early chatter of the bells, and to lay 
awake watching until midnight on New Year’s Eve to hear the Old 
Year rung out and the New Year rung in ; and during the whole of 
my life I have never once upon these occasions been beyond the reach 
of these gladdening sounds.

* I have hoped to live to hear a fuller peal. I have importuned 
those in authority upon the subject, but with no success, to add a 
sixth.

‘ Our old ringers would yearly make a house-to-house call and accept 
any gratuity as an acknowledgment for their services. What master 
tradesman now among us would do the like?’

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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IMPORTANT.
Owing to Good Friday falling in next week, ‘ The 
Ringing World ’ will be published on Thursday. 
Notices and all other communications must reach 
‘ The Ringing World ’ Office by Monday next.

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR. 
4 6  c w t . O qp. S lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

HANDBELLS
in sets of any number.

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

D E A T H  O F  P C .  A L L A N  T R E V O R .
KILLED ON DUTY.

We regret to learn that, during the early hours of Thursday, the 
13th ultimo, Police Constable Allan Trevor, of the Liverpool City 
Police Force; a member of the National Guild of Police Ringers, was, 
together with a comrade, killed in consequence of enemy action whilst * 
they were both carrying out their duty.

P.C. Trevor was a native of Prees, Shropshire, where he learned 
to ring, and he joined the Liverpool City Police Force in April, 1926. 
He was 37 years of age and extremely well liked and respected by 
all his comrades and by all who knew him. He leaves a widow and 
child, with whom deepest sympathy is felt.

T W O  F A M O U S  L O N D O N  R IN G S .
SOUTHWARK AND CRIPPLEGATE.

All ringers will hear with relief that the famous bells of St. 
Saviour’s, Southwark, have been taken down from the steeple by 
Messrs. Mears and Stainbank, and are now stored in a place of safety.

We have also news of another famous ring of twelve, that of St. 
Giles’ , Cripplegate. As has previously been announced, the church 
was completely destroyed in the great fire raid last December and 
the steeple was burnt out. Fortunately, however, the bells were hung 
in an iron frame, and this has, we hope, saved them. The tenor, 
which had an iron stock, still hangs. The rest had wood stocks and 
they fell to the ringing room, but they were saved from crashing to 
the ground by the massive stone vaulting which surmounts the western 
porcli. They are now being removed from the tower and we trust 
will be found to be undamaged and uncracked.

Recently a very prominent church in South-East London was gutted, 
but the tower, ten bells and clock remain intact.

The news from Plymouth is bad. St. Andrew’s has- been burnt out. 
The tower stands and perhaps the fine ring of ten is safe. We hope 
so, bub we fear the other ring of ten in the town, that at Charles 
Church, has perished.

THE EDITOR.
W e are pleased to say that Mr. J. 5 . Goldsmith’s opera­

tion has been completely successful, and his condition 
continues to be very satisfactory.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
That ‘ apathy ’ is not the main cause of the present inactivity 

among ringers is shown by the following extract from a letter we 
have just received : ‘ Ringing is at a very low ebb here, as we are 
all working in Crewe seven days a week and 12 hours a day, so you 
will see we haven’t time for anything in the ringing line.’

The famous old London bell foundry which so narrowly escaped 
last December lias again received attention from ‘ Jerry ’ planes. One 
incendiary fell in the foundry and one inside the house roof. Both 
were put out, but it was no joke crawling over the roof in the dark 
with ‘ Jerries ’ overhead. The stirrup pump tubing, we are told, icould 
keep getting in the way.

On April 1st, 1727, eight members of the Society of Norwich Scholars 
rang at St. Michael’s, Coslany, the ‘ quarter-peal of Oxford Treble 
Bob, all eight in, or the Union Bob consisting of 10,080 changes.’ It 
was the first ten thousand ever accomplished.

William Pye called the then longest peal of Double Norwich Court 
Bob Major, 15,092 changes, at Erith in Kent on April 3rd, 1899. It 
was beaten by Washbrook’s 17,024 at Kidlington in the following 
month. The truth of the latter peal is, however, disputed. In 1904 
Mr. William Willson called 17,104 changes at South Wigston, and the 
band as a practice peal rang 11,008 changes on April 4th in the same 
year. * .

Henry Dains died on April 6tli, 1916, aged 78 years.
George Newson, another prominent Cumberland Youth, died on 

April 7th. 1896.
On April 7th and 8th, 1761, James Barham’s band rang at Leeds in 

Kent tlie full extent on eight bells, 40,320 changes.
Fifty years ago to-day six peals were rung. They were Grandsire 

Triples 3, Bob Major 1, Kent Treble Bob Major 1, and Oxford Treble 
Bod Major 1.

MEARS & 
STAINBANK,

F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12th year 
of reign of 

Elizabeth).

IBellfounders St 
St e l l  h a n g  e r  s ,

32 &  34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

Telephone B is h o p s g a t e 1 8 8 4 8
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THE IRISH ASSOCIATION.
ANNUAL MEETING AT KILKENNY.

The annual meeting of the Irish Association, held in the Diocesan 
Rooms, Kilkenny, on St. Patricks Day, March 17tli, was attended 
by 88 members from Arklow, Bray, Dublin (Christ Church Cathedral, 
SS. Augustine and John, St. George’s and St. Patrick’s Cathedral), 
Kilkenny and Waterford. Among the guests were the Dean of Christ 
Church, the Dean of Ossory, the Dean of Waterford and Mrs. 
Stevenson.

The chair was taken by the president* Mr. J. S. Gibb, and the 
secretarial duties were earned out by the assistant hon. secretary, 
Mr. F. E. Dukes, in the absence through illness of Mr. Gabriel Lindoff.

Apologies for absence were read from the Dean of St. Patrick’s, the 
Dean of Limerick, the Bishop of Ossory, the Very Rev. Father White, 
the Rev. Canon Campbell, the Rev. J. R. Crooks and Mr. W. Chamney. 
A letter was read from Mr. Lindoff saying that it was a great dis­
appointment to him to miss the meeting, but the doctor had said 
the risk would be too great. He wished the meeting every success 
and happiness.

The report for the year 1940 was adopted, and the following are 
the*main points :—

The attendance shield was won by St. George]s Society, Dublin, 
with 99.88 per cent. With regard to this competition, a general 
slackness is noticed. Only one sheet was returned within the specified 
time, and that, with a second returned later, was the sum total. It 
can only be presumed that the remainder were so bad that they 
were useless for competing. Every sheet should be returned, good, 
bad or indifferent, as they become a means of judging the health 
of the association.

Owing to the troublesome times, any renovations that had been 
contemplated have been postponed.

One peal of 5,040 changes was rung, Grandsire Doubles by the St. 
George’ s Society.

The number of members on the books is 267. The balance sheet 
shows a balance in hand of £6 14s. Id., and the Belfry Repairs Fund 
shows a balance in hand of £67 2s. 3d.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.
The .election of officers resulted as follows: President, the Very 

Rev. L. G. Stevenson, Dean of Waterford; hon. treasurer, Mr. David 
Gibson; hon. secretary, Mr. Gabriel Lindoff ; assistant hon. secretary, 
Mr. F. E. Dukes; Ringing Master, Mr. R. S. F. Murphy. One 
honorary and 24 ringing members were elected.

Arklow and Waterford Societies invited the association to hold its 
next meeting at their respective places, and, 011 a vote being taken, 
Waterford was selected.

The time for ringing before Sunday services was discussed in connec­
tion with the Shield Competition. The rules state that the bells shall 
be rung for a minimum of 15 minutes. The committee is of the 
opinion that with most companies, instead of 15 minutes being the 
minimum, it is becoming the maximum, and recommended that the 
time should be increased to 20 minutes. During the discussion the 
following proposals were made: ‘ That the rule remain unaltered.’ 
‘ That the 15 minutes shall not include the last few minutes for tolling,' 
as is the practice of some societies.’ * That the rule read : A full 
team shall ring for at least. 15 minutes before service.’ ‘ That the 
matter be referred back to the committee for redrafting of the rules.’ 
The last proposal was eventually adopted.

As the Attendance Shield has been in use for nearly 50 years and 
all the discs were full, it was decided to have the shield enlarged 
and more discs added.

Mr. Dukes said that Mr. Lindoff was now well on the road to 
recovery and should make his appearance again in a few weeks’ time. 
He was instructed to write to Mr. Lindoff regretting his absence for 
the first time in 43 years and to convey the sincere wishes of the 
members for a speedy recovery. He was also instructed to write a 
letter o f good wishes to Mr. J. S. Goldsmith, the Editor of ‘ The 
Ringing World,’ for his complete and speedy recovery.

GOOD STRIKING COMPETITION.
Five teams took part in a very keen contest on the bells of St. 

Canice’s Cathedral for the Murpliv Cup for Striking. The judges, 
Messrs. R. S. F. Murphy and D. Kennedy, reported a marked im­
provement on previous’ years in the standard of striking. The wiuner’s 
striking was well timed and excellent. The cup was awarded to 
Waterford Society, who scored 85 per cent. St. George’s, Dublin, 
came second with 75 per cent*. Arklow, Kilkenny and Christ Church 
Cathedral, Dublin, also competed. The winners rang call-changes, as 
did Kilkenny and Christ Church, Dublin. St. George’s and Arklow 
rang Grandsire.

Tea was kindly provided by the St. Canice’s Society, at which the 
Murphy Cup and the Attendance Shield were presented to Waterford 
and St. George’s, Dublin, respectively.

Votes of thanks were passed to the Dean of Ossory, the St. Canice’s 
Society and ladies for so kindly making the association welcome; to 
the judges of the striking competition, and to the outgoing president 
for so ably managing the meeting. The Dean of Ossorv and the 
president replied and welcomed the members to the historic city and 
Cathedral of Kilkenny with & hope that they would soon return.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
BRISTOL RURAL BRANCH ANNUAL MEETING.

About thirty members attended the annual meeting of the Bristol 
Rural Branch of the Gloucester and Bristol Diocesan ^Association, 
which was held on March 22nd at the Vicarage, Mangotsfield.

The chairman and secretary of t îe branch, Mr. C. Harding and 
Mr. C. Gifford, were re-elected for another year and the former was , 
elected representative on the Management Committee. Mr. Harcling 
thanked the members for the confidence placed in him, and remarked 
that although the past year had been one of little activity in bell- 
ringing, quite a lot of work Jiad been done behind the scenes trying 
to keep the bands together. He thanked the secretary for the way 
he had carried on.

The meeting stood in silence as a token of respect to Douglas 
Lewton, a member of the Coalpit Heath band, who had been killed 
by enemy action, and to Mr. George White, of Olverton.

The Chairman expressed pleasure at the presence of Mr. R. Harding, 
a member of the local band, who was home on leave.

It was decided to hold quarterly meetings at Almondsbury in June, 
Henbury in September, and the next annual meeting at St. Ambrose 
in December.

Tea in the Parish Room was very kindly served by Mrs. Wise and 
other lady helpers. Some members enjoyed handbells and others told 
stories of bellringing days. All hoped we should soon again *be 
standing at the rope’s end. Votes of thanks to the Vicar for the use 
of the room, and to Mrs. Wise and the ladies for serving the tea, 
brought a very successful meeting to a close.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE DEVIZES BRANCH.

The annual meeting of the Devizes Branch of the Salisbury Diocesan 
Guild was hefd at Southbroom, Devizes, last Saturday. Service in 
church was conducted by the Vicar (the Rev. A. W. Douglas), and 
tea was arranged in the Parish Room by Mrs. T. Weeks, an honorary 
member of the Guild. Owing to the war conditions the attendance 
was small.

At the business meeting the chair was taken by Mr. E. F. White, 
who asked those present to stand as a mark of respect to the memory 
of three departed members, Mr. W. S. Burbidge, of Melksham, who 
had done much hard work for the branch; Mr. T. Weeks, who was a 
ringer at Southbroom for over 30 years and captain of the tower for
10 years, and Mr. Wheeler, of North Bradley, another very keen 
member.

The accounts and report were passed and the officers all re-elected 
for the ensuing year. Thanks were given to the Vicar for the use 
of the Church Room, to Miss Trumper, the organist, and to Mrs. 
Weeks for the tea. They suitably replied, saying it was a great 
pleasure to meet ringing friends again.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
NOMINATION MEETING.

The annual nomination meeting of the Leeds and District Amal­
gamated Society was held at Bramley on Saturday, and members 
were present from Annley, Bradford Cathedral, Drighlington, Shipley, 
Bramhope and the local company. Handbells were in use at the 
Church Schools soon after 3 o’clock until tea, which was at a neigh­
bouring cafe.

The president, Mr. J. F. Harvey, took the chair at the business 
meeting. After discussion it was proposed and seconded that the 
officers should be asked .to carry on for another year. A vote of thanks 
to the priest-in-cliarge and the local company was proposed by Mr. 
L. W. G. Morris and seconded by Mr. George Titterington.

The next meeting will be held at Leeds Parish Church on April 
26th, notice of which will be given* in * The Ringing World.’

T H E  H IG H C L I F F E  S O C I E T Y .
‘ AT HOME ’ WITH HANDBELLS.

The first ‘ at home ’ of the newly-formed Highcliffe Society was 
held at Swindon'on Saturday, March 21st, the guest of honour 
being the Master of the Oxford University Society (Mr. John E. Spice). 
Other visitors were welcomed from Oxford and Swindon.

During the morning early arrivals rang a 720 of Bob Minor. In 
the afternoon courses 011 all numbers in the standard methods from 
Minor to Maximus were rung, including Bristol and Double Norwich, 
while an interesting experiment wa& the ringing of half a course of 
Grandsire Sextuples. This, together with Stedman Cinques, Treble 
Twelve and Bob Maximus, were the first attempts in hand by all 
those present.

One of the visitors, who has watched with keen interest the growth 
of the infant society, considered that the progress of the young ringers 
fully justified the methods of teaching employed.

During tea the gramophone record of Spliced Surprise Major made 
by the Bushey handbell ringers was heard : afterwards one of the 
audiencc remarked that the ancient gramophone produced a ‘ woolley ’ 
effect. RUSTICUS ET URBANUS.
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WHEN ALL THE WORLD WAS YOUNG.
MORE REMINISCENCES. 

m ‘ When all the world was young, lad,
And all the trees were green.’

If, fifty years ago, one had enquired into the occupations of London 
ringers, I wonder how many tailors we should have found. At a 

'  later date, Miss Dorothy Sayers seems to have found them fairly 
numerous, there or elsewhere. Anyway, two of the best ringers I 
knew as a boy were London tailors who had migrated to the quiet 
old ^town of Hertford.

One of them, named Crawley, was an expert with the handbells. 
If my memory isn’t cheating me, he could ring two in each hand in 
Stedman. He was thfc merger at old All Saints’ , and taught an older 
brother of mine to ring. On the rare occasions when the family 
exchequer would stand it, lie made my clothes; generally my mother 
made them out of the cast-offs of a well-to-do uncle. Unfortunately 
old Crawley died when I was a child, but even then there were few 
things I loved better than climbing the old wooden stairs to the 
ringing chamber and having a swing 011 the tenor' rope. The old 
stairs were a homely, short flight like going upstairs to bed, and 
also led to the west gallery, so that from the comfortable ringing 
chamber one looked right down the church.

Alas, that homeliness and comfort contributed to the catastrophe 
which happened in 1890, when the old church was completely burnt 
out, and the lovely peal of ten destroyed.

I used to pass through the churchyard every day on my way to 
School, too young as yet fully to appreciate the extent of the disaster, 
but I well remember how old Canon Wigram, our Rector, mourned 
their loss. ‘ Oh, that lovely tenor be ll/ he lamented. The gaunt, 
fire-blackened walls of the old church, with its empty tower, will 
always be a sad memory of my boyhood. The new building of 
Runcorn stone which replaced it can never hav^tlie same appeal. 

TWO RINGING TAILORS^
So if old Crawley occasionally made my clothes, he never taught 

me to ring. For this 1 shall always be indebted to the other tailor. 
He came from Edmonton, a little wiry man, who, I fear, at times, 
wenc on the beer, but a first-class ringer, aiid very patient with me. 
When I had progressed far enough to attend the weekly practice at 
St. Andrew’s, it was always old Matt. Ellesmore who rang the fifth, 
a bad bell, both cracked and false, and which I threw over, I 
remember, 011 more than one occasion. He often used to speak of 
the peals of Superlative he had joined in in London. All Double- 
Dutcn to me!

From that time onwards nothing could keep me away from bells 
and belfries. My people used to chaff me, 7and say I was mad on 
ringing. The sound of a bell had an irresistible attraction; it drew 
me like a-magnet, and Troyte’s book formed a constituent part of 
every meal. The marvels of Grandsire and Stedman were fascinating 
and the struggle to master them a delight.

Canon Wigram was a fine old fellow, albeit a bit of a martinet. 1 
suffered under the lash of his tongue on more than one occasion, but 
he was very kind to me. He was a keen ringer, but owing to the 
fact that he hadn’ t the slightest ear for music, a shocking striker.

Once when he happened to be in the tower when I, later on, was 
teaching some youngsters and stressing the fact that they must listen 
to their bells, he said, ‘ Well, you know, Jim, I ’ve never heard mine.’ 
What a horrible deprivation! That being 60, it was amazing how 
keen he was. Somehow or other his book on the subject never caught 
on. I well remember one particular evening sitting with him in his 
study, chatting about the inevitable subject. ‘ Ah, my boy,’ he said, 
and I can hear to-day the almost reverential tones of his voice, ‘ you 
should study Double Norwich and Superlative, two princely methods.’ 
That was something of a flattener for a lad in his early ’ teens, and 
struggling with Grandsire Triples. But he lent me Snowdon’s 
diagrams and I did my best.

CANON WOOLMORE WIGRAM.
At that time the band was not very strong and a bit of Stedman 

was the best they could do, but there is an old Eastern saying, ‘ When 
the pupil is ready, the Master appears,’ and certainly in my case the 
ancient sage was justified. Within a few months, old Squire Proctor 
having died, the Benington band broke up. Two of them named 
Warner came to live in the town, and Superlative became just a 
Dossibility if the youngster was roped in. ‘ Well, lad, what about 
it? ’ I was asked. What- about it? By golly, not half!

And so I have to thank old Canon Wigram for one of the red-letter 
days of my life. Right out in the heart of Hertfordshire is the little 
village of Eastwick, with the church well away from the main 6treet. 
Here was the ideal spot for a band to hammer out the new method 
and master the odd place first or last. And hammer it out we did, 
hour after hour, with an interval for tea, all afternoon and eveuing. 
And then followed the long drive home through the beauty , of the 
summer evening, with dear old Steve Knight handling the reins, and 
a lad up beside him with aching arms and blistered hands, but a 
heart aglow. But much wants more! On the wav home we passed 
our own church. 'W h y  not go up .and have another pull?’ someone 
suggested. No sooner made than agreed to. What mattered those 
sore hands and tired arms. He scorned them both!

On that great day Superlative had its bonny back broken, and 
within a very few weeks the Warners were being chaffed, ‘ How’s 
that for Benington?’

PAID RINGING AND STAGNATION.
I ’ve often wondered if, on the whole, payment for Sunday ringing 

is a good thing. No doubt it makes ior punctuality and regular 
attendance, but I fear it also makes for stagnation. On the hill 
above Hertford is the village of Bengeo, where there was a light ring 
of six, since, I believe, augmented to eight, and in the quiet evening 
their music w'as very sweet floating across the valley. As a lad I 
was always very 6hy, and, normally, the least discouragement from 
any source was enough to frighten me off. But wherever bells were 
ringing, there I had to be, and in spite of, at first, a very cool recep­
tion, 1 frequently turned up 011 practice nights, as well as on Sundays 
when there was none to be had at my own church. I have always 
put that lack of cdurtesy down to the fact that the ringers were paid, 
and that they looked on any possible addition to their numbers with 
disfavour. That, with no reserves, the company was always in danger 
of being broken up, seemed to trouble them less than the possibility 
of losing a few coppers at the month end. So long as the Dells were 
kept going they seemed to be satisfied. I hope others have had a 
different experience.

Perhaps these checks to one’s enthusiasm are salutary, but (jertain 
it is that the belfry gives us, especially when young and keen, many 
disappointments to balance the happy hours we spend there.

But there was another six-bell tower right out in the country at 
Little Munden, where my friend, Will Lawrence, was training a young 
band, and there I was always welcome. Cycling over on a summer 
evening was a delight, in spite of the return journey in the dark 
through rough and narrow' country lanes. Cycling in those days had 
its drawbacks. I remember one dark night colliding with an un­
usually hefty stone and being pitched head-first into a holly bush. 
But the exuberance of youth makes light of such trifles; we take life’s 
little ironies in our stride.

About this time (1897), the fine peal at St. Paul’6, Bedford, had 
been increased to ten, and Will and I used to ride the thirty miles 
each way to practise S tedman Caters. One day the conductor, 
Charles Clarke I think, invited us to try for our first peal in that 
method. I still have a clear picture of my old friend on his bike, 
turning out of the side road at Watton, where we were to meet, 
dead on time like the hero he was. We rode over thirty miles, and 
we got our peal, but there remained that other thirty still to do. 
Fortunately it was a warm moonlight night, for at Woburn Sands 
we felt we needed a rest. So on the heath by those lovely piue woods 
we called a halt, and for a couple of hours slept the sleep of the just. 
It was well into the small hours when, w'eary and worn, but far 
from sad, we got home to bed. »

ROWING VERSUS RINGING.
The only recollection I have of our friend Mr. Fussell, of Slough, 

is of being in a boat with him out from Folkestone oyer forty years 
ago. How we got there I ’ve no idea. I suppose we didn’t walk, but 
that except we were both in camp at Shorncliffe, I can’t at all say 
how we met. No doubt he had an intuition that some time he might 
want to take a longer voyage, and that a little preliminary practice 
would be useful. Of course, he really has me to thank for the con­
fidence with which he embarked on  that long journey to the other 
side of the world. He has, no doubt, remained quite unaware of this 
all these years, but that simply goes to show how forgotten ex­
periences may have far-reaching effects.

However, the important thing to us that day was that, suddenly, 
we heard bells being raised. Now rowing was pleasant enough, but 
it was just nowhere beside ringing. Back to the harbour we raced,
i’ umped ashore, and hurried up the steep hill to the parish church. 

’11 be bound he couldn’t go at that.pace now, not if the picture I 
saw in ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ is anything to .go  by. I can see him 
n6w, tall and (comparatively) thin, ringing the tenor. And I ’ve never 
seen him since. Nor have 1 the friend, o f my own age, who was with 
him, whose name I can’t remember, but whom I ’d  love to see again. 
Who was lie, and where is he, Mr. Fussell? I remember your saying 
what a fine heavy bell ringer he would make.

Those were the days! Ah, well, perhaps it was too much to hope 
for many such. It is said of a great Eastern potentate who, -when 
asked if he had had a good life, replied that throughout those many 
years he could only remember five aays when he had been supremely 
happy. I am grateful for those I have had. Leonardo da Vinci once 
said that pleasure and pain are twins, and stand back to back like 
the two sides of a coin. Dark days, especially dark days like these, 
certainly provide the contrast which he maintained was necessary to 
a full appreciation of life; but surely that contrast need not be so 
severe. We now look forward, across the valley of the shadow, to, 
we hope, the better days to come. M,ay they come soon! In the 
meantime such memories help us to endure. H.

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
M USIC AN D  C H A N G E  R IN G IN G .

Before we attempt to decide how far a method is cap­
able of producing’ good music we ought to try to under­
stand what good music in change ringing really is.

When ordinary average people (and they include the 
mass of ringers) think or speak about music they usually 
mean vocal and instrumental music, such as songs and 
hymn tunes, and dance music, and the orchestral music 
we hear on the wireless and sometimes listen to. Now 
all that music consists of two things, melody and har­
mony. Melody is produced by a succession of notes fol­
lowing- each other, harmony is produced by two or more 
notes sounded simultaneously. Some music is all melody 
and no harmony; some is all harmony and no melody; 
but a great deal has both mglody and harmony. People 
who are not musicians and know nothing about the 
theory of music, but who (as they say), know what they 
like in music, do actually judge it as melody and har­
mony, and it is only natural that similar tests should be 
applied to the music of bellringing.

W ell, then, how does change ringing, .looked at 
broadly, stand such a test? The only possible answer is 
that it stands it very badly indeed. Harmony does not 
exist in change ringing-, because we never intentionally 
strike two bells at the same time except when we use 
firing at weddings, and whatever effect firing may give, 
it certainly is not harmony or music.

Melody does to some extent enter into change ringings 
but the restrictions imposed by the very nature of the art 
make anything more than a very meagre sort of melody 
impossible.

All this is, of course, obvious and most of us have 
come across people or writings which have attempted to 
contrast the ‘ real ’ music of the carillons of Belgium and 
elsewhere with the ‘ crude stuff ’ served out by the 
steeples of England. Judged by their standards, change 
ringing is far inferior to carillon playing-.

But do we accept that as a sound judgment? Do we 
really think carillon music is superior to an English 
ringing peal? W e ringers certainly do not. Many of us 
who have good musical ears and taste, and who can ap­
preciate the ‘ Eroica ’ or the ‘ Unfinished ’ Symphony 
think carillon music is detestable, while well-struck 
changes are glorious. W e are prejudiced, it may be said. 
Perhaps we are, but people in general have found, and 
still find, music in our bellringing, and it is significant 
that change ringing became one of the most popular 
forms of music in England just at the time when England 
really was a musical country. The man who in the 
seventeenth century wrote that—

There’s no music played or sung 
Like unto bells when they are well rung—  

was no doubt carried away by his enthusiasm; but old 
Bishop Hall, of Norwich, was addressing the general 
public, not ringers in particular, when he wrote that 
‘ when every bell keeps due order and time what a sweet 
and harmonious sound they make; all are charmed bv 
that common music.* He would not have written thus if 
he had not known that his readers fully agreed with him.

No, we hold that not only is change ringing music, but 
it is, within its own sphere, a very high sort of music, 
and our justification for making this bold claim is that it I 
has the power at times of influencing the emotions and 
touching the feelings of the listener. W e must not pur- '

sue the thought further. Our point is tjiat if change 
ringing really is fine music, and if it is not harmony and 
but poor melody, it must have some other vital quality. 
And so it has. The basis of the music of ringing is 
neither harmony nor melody, but rhythm.

Rhythm is one of the great principles which lie at the 
root of all good things in human life and activities. ’ It is 
one of those things which are far easier to understand 
than to explain. It is essential to vocal and instrumental 
music, but it is a quality which exists quite apart from 
what the ordinary man looks on as music, and we want 
our readers to judge the music of bellringing as some­
thing entirely different from ordinary vocal and instru­
mental music.

W e shall best understand the nature of the music of 
change ringing and the effect it produces, not by com­
paring it to vocal and' instrumental music, but by com­
paring it to the metrical lines in poetry. Ther£ is music 
in the use of words as real, as varied, and as complex as 
any produced by strings or pipes, ana it is almost exactly 
this sort of music that we find in change ringing when it 
is performed as it should be. Listen to this line—
‘ How art thou fallen from heaven ! O Lucifer, son of the 

morning.’
Does not that reproduce exactly the charm of a well- 
struck change of Maximus with 12-10 behind?

Almost anyone who has any feeling for the musical 
value of words will recognise what a splendid line it is, 
quite apart from any meaning it may convey. Indeed, to 
most of us it probably has no meaning at all. Its effect 
is purely music and rhythm. t

W e picked it as a rather extreme example, for, of 
course, the rhythm of the line is a very delicate and com­
plex one, not to be properly appreciated until it is studied 
and the ear trained. The same thing happens in change 
ringing. The good qualities of twelve-bell ringing neces­
sitate not only first-class striking but also first-class 
hearing.

But the rhythms of poetry are usually very much sim­
pler than that of the line we have quoted, and equally so 
the rhythms of six and eight-bell ringing are far simpler 
than those of twelve-bell ringing, and can be much more 
easily appreciated by the ordinary ringer. W e  will leave 
the more complex rhythms of both poetry and change 
ringing and consider only the simpler and more obvious.

In English verse the necessary effect is produced 
broadly speaking, by two means, one of which is called 
blank v^rse, the other rhyme.

In blank verse, the words are so arranged that the 
stress falls at regular intervals; in rhyme two following 
lines have nearly the same sound, but not quite. Almost 
the identical effects are produced in change ringing. The 
tittum music of Grandsire Caters will stand for the 
equivalent of blank verse, and the dodging of Double 

•Norwich Major for the equivalent of rhyme.
It is on these two things that the music of poetry 

and change ringing depends, but it is qualified in 
each case by two things. One is the quality of the indi­
vidual words or the individual bell; the other is the har­
mony between the sounds of two words or two bells which 
follow each other. Also, though the main structure of 
the rhythm both of the line and of the change is main­
tained, each is capable of a great amount of variety.

In order to obtain these two effects in a method there 
must be, broadly speaking, two things. One is that the 

(Continued on next page.)-
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HANDBELL RINGING AND NOISES ORDER.
To the Editor.

Sir,—Perhaps it may be useful to give to ringers, who have any 
difficulty with the authorities in the matter of handbells, a hint of 
how we got over the difficulty in the Oxford University Society, of 
which I was secretary for several years \i\\ lately. If we wanted leave 
for practice in a man’s rooms in college, we would explain that the 
bells were muffled. Most people who know nothing of ringing think, 
when they hear of handbells, of the loud clanging made by the 
town crier. ---------------  W. C. B.

‘ M O R E  D I E H A R D S  
FROM ‘ THE WILTS AND GLOUCESTER STANDARD.’

If there is one class which more than another is suffering from the 
restrictions imposed by the war it must be the campanologists.

I have known several of these people in my time and have been 
amazed by their enthusiasm and their dauntless spirit. They go any­
where at any time to try out another peal of bells, while their annual 
outing is a real ‘ busman’s holiday,’ the trip usually comprising visits 
to at least four other belfries to enjoy ‘ touches ’ on the local ring. 
These men must be suffering untold torments through being withheld 
from contact with the bells they so dearly love.

But enthusiasm such as theirs is not easily daunted. I remember 
that some years ago, when the bells of Cirencester Parish Church 
were undergoing repairs, the ringers refused to be denied their time- 
honoured custom of ringing a peal in the early hours of 29tli May 
in honour of the restoration of the Monarchy. They mounted a 
scaffold outside the tower and from that airy perch rang the cus­
tomary peal on handbells. What will they do about it this year, I 
wonder? There is a legacy connected with that peal.

What prompted this recollection was a similar incident in Water- 
moor Church on a recent Sunday.

Mr. H. C. Bond, for long the leader of the Cirencester band of 
ringers, visited the church to attend the christening of a grandchild, 
and, the bells of the church being out of the question, the occasion 
was marked by a peal on the handbells being rung in the church by 
Mr. Bond, a son from Brighton, and Mr. F. J. Lewis and his brother.

Bond and Lewis are names which have been long connected with 
bellringing in Cirencester. Mr. Bond’s brother, as great an enthusiast 
as himself, died a year or two ago. Mr. Bond’s own family were 
scattered by the last war, and Mr. Bond no longer has his home in 
Cirencester. But the name of Lewis remains, and while it remains 
the art of campanology in Cirencester is likely to survive. *

W O RCESTERSH IRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
In conjunction with 'the meeting of the Dudley and District Guild 

at Dudley, reported in our last issue, a meeting was held of the 
Northern Branch of the Worcestershire and Districts Association. 
Members attended from Brierley Hill, Cradley, dent, Selly Oak, 
Stourbridge, Wollaston and Wolverley.

T H E  S T  * N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
(Continued from previous page.) 

natural coursing order of the bells should be kept as much 
as possible throughout the course; the other that there 
should be a sufficient amount of dodging.

It is not possible to lay down definite and precise rules 
concerning these things. Like all the good things we 
find in a method, they can only be had by compromises 
between contraries. When we introduce dodging we 
necessarily break to some extent the natural coursing 
order, for Bob Major is the only method which retains it 
throughout the lead unaltered. Moreover, alterations 
from the natural coursing order are necessary, not only 
to give us that variety of ‘ work ’ which we saw in an 
earlier article is so desirable, but also to give us variety 
of rhythm. It is the same thing in blank verse. . The 
schoolboy is taught to scan the lines in jog-trot five-foot 
manner, but that is not how Shakespeare’s or Milton’s 
verse really reads.

What we have written will no doubt strike some 
readers as novel and somewhat ‘ high-brow,’ but we hope 
it is a reasonable explanation of what ringers have for 
long been groping after, rather blindly, perhaps.' Some 
there are who try to judge the musical quality of a 
method by counting the number of bells which separate 
the blows of the tenors. That is a purely fallacious test. 
What matters is the number of changes in which the 
natural coursing order of the bells is maintained. Others 
there are who talk about ‘ clockwork ’ striking, but there 
is no rhythm in a clock.

E R I N  D O U B L E S .
MR. WORSLEY’S SIX-SCORES.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Mr. Worsley is to be highly congratulated. Some purists 

might object that his six-score lacks something on grounds of 
orthodoxy, but surely it is generally agreed that in five-bell methods 
the end justifies the means, or (more politely) the proof of the 
pudding is in the eating.

This discovery appears to provide a valuable addition to the reper­
toire of five-bell ringers, especially as the number of different 120’s 
available is a large one—indeed, very large if singles be nfade at 
backstroke as well as at hand. For example, here is an alternative 
for the last two sixes of the composition given by Mr. Worsley.

64321 
45312 
43512 S
34521 This alternative can be used in one or more of the
35412 five parts.
55412 S Note.—The conductor will need to announce his calls
-------  always at exactly the same point in the stroke, or
35421 B they will be made on the wrong stroke, and the 
53421 S touch will be false.
54312 
45321 
43521 S 
34512

The most serious snag that I can see lies in the difficulty of ensuring 
that 120’s called are true. A conductor who does not understand 
thoroughly the difference between positive and negative rows may 
easily shift the place of a single and introduce one or two false 
Changes without altering the composition as a whole.

E. S. POWELL.
Staverton Vicarage.

A  L O N G  P E A L  A T T E M P T .
FIFTY YEARS AGO.

On Easter Monday, March 30th, 1891, eight members of the N&rwich 
Diocesan Association met at Debenham in Suffolk and attempted 
Thomas Day’s peal of Oxfdfd Treble Bob Major, 16,608 changes, which 
at the time was the longest length composed in the method.

They started at 6.35 in the morning and rang 9,024 changes in 
5 hours and 35 minutes, when a shift put an end to the peal. The 
band consisted of James Motts (conductor) 1, William Motts 2, William 
Crickmer 3, William Garrett 4, Robert H. Brundle 5, David Collins 6, 
Edgar Collins 7, Frederick Tillett, tenor, 20 cwt. About half the 
band happily are still alive. In a district where good striking was 
traditional, these men were noted for the excellence of their striking. 
The peal ultimately was accomplished on Whit Monday in the follow­
ing year.

S I X  B E L L  R IN G IN G .
A REQUEST AND A COMPLAINT.

To the Editor.
Sir,—Might I, as a lover of six bell ringing, appeal for something 

further to be published on Minor ringing, so (hat our knowledge of 
this modest branch of the art might be enhanced?

After all, we have become a little battle stained of late, -at the 
merciless hands of those enthusiasts who love to dance with con­
summate glee on the corpse of a six-bell ring, when it has to undergo 
the agonising metamorphosis to an eight, or ten, without the shedding 
of even a tear.

When the Collection of Doubles and Minor Methods was in the 
press we were much revivified by thoughts of the production of a 
classical volume, as judged from sketches in ‘ The Ringing World.’ 
But this was to be but short lived, since we were presented with 
only a mutilated and disembowelled shell, a simulacrum of what 
might have been. How anserine were our hopes : we were wrecked 
in the Scylla of finance.

Yet was this immolation not enough since now we often weary 
of reading of the birth pangs of a Major method or the vacillations 
of the experts on some peal of Stedman.

We know that we are ‘ like a tale that is told,’ doomed to vanish 
into nothingness as our towers get) less and less. Yet even at the 
eleventh hour we crave for a little sop so that at our final passing 
we can cry out, ‘ We happy few, we band of brothers.’

• VERNON TAYLOR.

TROLLOPE'S *COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A  H istory of the Society

5/6 (post free) from

‘ THE RINGING WORLD’ { ^ nV sErrI y.ROAD
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NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d it o r ia l  
O f f ic e  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g , S u r r e y .

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  
M ONDAY.

M IDD LESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— South 
and W est District.— Subject to national exigencies, the 
annual meeting will be held on Saturday, April 5th, at 
St. Stephen’s Parish Hall, Ealing. Tea (bring your own 
sugar) at 4 p.m. at a charge of about is. per head. The 
annual business meeting will follow tea. Annual committee 
meeting in the hall at 3.30 p.m. prompt. The under­
signed’s light peal of eight handbells will be available. 
An urgent appeal is made for the payment of subscrip­
tions, especially by unattached members. It is hoped 
that the meeting will be well supported.— J. E. Lewis 
Cockey, Hon. Dis. Sec., 16, St. Stephen’s Road, Ealing, 
W .13. Tel. Perivale 5320.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— A meeting of the commit­
tee will be held in the Chapter House at Chelmsford 
Cathedral on Saturday, April 5th, at 3.30. All commit­
tee members are requested to attend, if possible.— L. J. 
Clark, Gen. Sec., 36, Lynmouth Avenue, Chelmsford, 
Essex.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Leicester 
District.— A meeting will be held at Belgrave Church (8 
bells) on April 5th. Silent ringing from 3 p.m. W ill all 
members make a special effort to attend ? Visitors heartily 
welcomed. Handbell ringing during evening.— H . W . Per­
kins, Hon. Dis. Sec.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTH S. —  
The nex,t meeting will be held on Saturday, April 12th. 
Members will meet at the Two Brewers, Shoe Lane, 
E.C .4, at 2.30. Business meeting and handbells at 15, 
Farringdon Avenue, at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., 
Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN AS­
SOCIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— A monthly meet­
ing will be held at the Haymarket Hotel (opposite St. 
James’ Church) on Saturday, April 12th. Handbells from
3 p.m. Tea and meeting will follow. AU welcome for a 
social afternoon.— A. M. Tyler, 5, Addison Road, 
BristQl, 3.
T l a N'DA FF'AN IT MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.— The annual meeting will be held on Easter 
Monday", April 14th, at St. James’ Church Schoolroom 
opposite Cardiff Infirmary, Newport Road, Cardiff, at
4 o ’clock.— John W . Jones Hon. Sec., Cartref, Alteryn 
Road, Newport, Mon.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— The an­
nual meeting will be held at St. Albans on Saturday, 
April 19th. Service in Cathedral 4 p.m., with address by 
the Dean. Ringing at the Abbey and St. Peter’s Church 
from 2.30 p.m. The belfry of the Abbey has been fitted 
with electric bells. A good tea at 5.30, followed by busi­
ness meeting at the Waterend Barn, St. Peter’s Street. 
Those who want tea must advise me not later than the 
17th.— G. W . Cartmel, Hon. Sec., Duffield, Russell 
Avenue, St. Albans.

W ORCESTERSH IRE AN D DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TIO N .— Northern Branch.— Meeting for practice at 
Clent (D .V.), Saturday, April 19th. Tower Bells (8) 
available for ‘ silent ’ practice from 3 p.m. Tea 5.30 p.m. 
Tower bells and handbells available afterwards. Social 
evening to follow. Please send numbers for tea by pre­
vious Wednesday. All welcome. Combined meeting 
with Western Branch at Wychbold, near Droitwich 
(D.V.) on Saturday{, May 10th. Details later.— Bernard 
C. Ashford, Sec., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

BATH AND W ELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION  
OF CHANGE RINGERS.— A meeting will be held at 
Wraxall on Saturday, April 19th, at 3 o ’clock. Tea will 
be provided at the Battle Axes Hotel at 4 o ’clock. All 
are welcome.— Percy G. Yeo, Hon. Local Sec., Long 
Ashton.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— General 
annual meeting at Nottingham on Saturday, April 19th 
(12th not available). Handbells at St. Peter’s from 2 
o’clock. Committee meet 2.45 in St. Pfeter’s. vestry. 
Short service at 4 p.m., followed by tea and general 
meeting. Notice for tea must be sent not later than 12th 
to F. Salter,’n o , Noel Street, Nottingham. Special busi­
ness to be transacted, so it is hoped all members possible 
will attend.— Ernest Morris, Gen. Hon. Sec., 24, Coven­
try Street, Leicester.

S U F F O L K  G U IL D .— The annual meeting will be 
held at St. Mary-le-Tower belfry, Ipswich, on Saturday, 
April 19th. Committee 3 p.m. General meeting 3.30. 
— H . G. Herbert, Hon. Sec., 61, Acton Lane, Sudbury, 
Suffolk.

O X F O R D  DIO CESAN  G U IL D .— Sonning Deanery 
Branch.— Annual meeting at Wokingham, Saturday, April 
19th. Service in All Saints’ Church 4 p.m. Tea and 
meeting S t. P a u l ’ s Parish Room 4.45. Handbell ringing 
in All Saints’ tower, 3.15 and after tea. Notification for 
tea not later than April 15th. All welcome.— W . J. Paice, 
Hon. Sec., Merrel, California, Wokingham.

NO RW ICH  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— The an­
nual general meeting for the election of officers will be 
held at Norwich on Saturday, April 19th. St. Giles’ bells 
and handbells in St. Peter’s belfry from 2.30 p.m. 
Service, St. Peter Mancroft, 4.30 ; tea, St. Peter Mancroft 
Hall, 5 ; business meeting 5.30. Names for tea by April 
9th, please.— F. Nolan Golden, Gen. Sec., 26, Brabazon 
Road, Norwich.

SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Preliminary notice. - 
Annual meeting to be held at Wellington on April 26th. 
Details will be published later.— W . A. Farmer, Hon. 
Sec., 14, Swan Hih, Shrewsbury.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AN D'DISTR ICTS ASSOCIA­
TION.— Annual Meeting. —  Preliminary Notice. —  The 
annual meeting will be held ( d .v . )  at Worcester on Sat­
urday afternoon, May 17th. Resolutions for the agenda 
should reach me by Saturday, April 19th (Rule 10) . Tea 
will be arranged, if possible, but only for those whose 
names are given to the branch or general secretaries at 
least ten days before the meeting. Will members please 
note, as the committee have decided to strictly enforce 
this?— J. D. Johnson, Gen. Sec.

H A N D B E L L S  F O R  S A L E .
HANDBELLS FOR SALE.— 3 ! octaves, chromatic; 

ten 26 F (43 ‘bells); top 3 octaves from 22C by Taylor, 
the rest by Mears; all excellent condition; offers invited. 
— Mrs. Shenton, Graveley Rectory, Huntingdon.
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  F R E E

f r o m  t h e  
R e v. E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble

Dominated Methods) ............................................ ................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) .....................................................................  9

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENOE WITH S.P.A.B............................. 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF 

BELLS ... ... ... ... ... ! „  ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ..........

Cambridge Surprise Major ... ...
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court
Bristol Surprise Major

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................  1
OOLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New 

Edition) .................  ..................................................................... 2

1i
3
'2.

3
2
2
O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

* GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. 10d.: second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete witn the Thompson Charts, etc.

* STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
STEDMAN,’ 28. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof ana composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,* Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages. 
‘ SURPRISE METHODS,* 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. 0. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list o f peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from 
Miss MARGARET E. SNOWDON 
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s t o n ,  L a n c s

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6$d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.
. ‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7$d. each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
E st. 1 8 2 0 Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) L td .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p ric es  in cre a se , 
p r e -w a r  q u a lity , and send us y o u r  old  Bell R opes  

fo r  rep a irs  w h ilst n o t  in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IRKSTAHD in Solid Silver

Diameter 2tfn 2iln, 3iia. 3iin, 4in. 4iin. Sin. 5Jin, 
Price 18/e Z2J8 28/8 3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /8  8 7 /8  7 8  8*

The Bin. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T n  n I  I C C  C l  V Jeweller 
, n ,  K U d d C L L  and Optician

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

T H E  R I N G E R S ’
by E. S. and M.

H A N D B O O K
POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peels of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(6 oopies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /-).
O b tain able  on ly  p o s t  fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL. 

S ta v e rto n  V ioarage , neap D a v e n tr y

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of m any famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

John S m ith  St S on s, M idland C lock W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 S 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbrid^e Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Bolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildings, London, E.C.4.
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GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON L*d-
CROYDON

. Founders of the 
H EA V IEST BELLS

. Cast in England 

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

in
C A N A D A  

S. A F R I C A  
N E W  Z E A L A N D

Telephone 
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

SIX-BELL RINGERS.
Last week we printed a letter from Mr. Vernon Taylor, 

in which the writer in intentionally inflated language 
voiced the grievances and neglect of six-bell ringers. 
Eight-bell ringers, he said in so many words, get all the 
attention, and ‘ The Ringing World ’ never thinks that 
the poor Minor men deserve some articles about their 
branch of the art. W e confess he is not without cause 
for complaint, There is a tendency, and always has 
been, for bands who enjoy the use of a full octave 
rather* to look down on their less fortunate brothers who 
are restricted to six or even five bells. W e ourselves, 
however, have never seen this feeling carried to such an 
extent as to make ‘ enthusiasts love to dance with con­
summate glee on the corpse of a six-bell ring, without 
the shedding of even a tear.’ On reflection, peri)aps, Mr. 
Taylor will realise that it would tax the abilities of even 
the conductor of a peal of Spliced Surprise Major to shed 
tears at the same time as he was dancing with consum­
mate glee.

But, though in this respect Mr. Taylor may have got 
a little bit mixed, he is quite right in what we take to 
be his main contention. The six-bell ringers are, after 
all, as Sir Arthur Heywood was never tired of pointing 
out, the backbone of the Exercise, and they deserve 
neither neglect nor disparagement. There are possi­
bilities in Minor ringing and a range of methods far be­
yond anything the average eight-bell ringer can ever hope 
to reach. The marvellous Spliced peals before the war 
showed that, and among six-bell ringers none was more 
distinguished than Mr. Vernon Taylor himself. Why, 
then, should not they receive equal treatment and have 
as many articles published for their benefit in ‘ The * 
Ringing World ’ as the eight-bell men have?

Alas, the cases are not equal. The paucity of articles 
on Minor ringing is not because ‘ The Ringing World ’ 
willingly neglects the six-bell men, but because it has 
not been possible to write articles for them as for the 
others. After all, there are difficulties in composing 
good articles on ringing matters, and the wish and in­
tention to write them do not remove the difficulties.

In a similar way, Mr. Vernon Taylor’s complaint 
about the latest Collection of Doubles and Minor Methods 
concerns a matter which was, we believe, beyond any­
one’s control. W e imagine that he had expected the 
question of Spliced ringing to be dealt with in such a 
way as to reflect the marvellous strides made by one or 
two bands (including his own) in that pa'rticular branch 
of the art, whereas the book confines itself to a more 
general and to some extent elementary treatment of the 

(Continued on page 170.)
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WM. POTTS ft SONS LTD.
(ESTABLISH ED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Maker* of many of the largest and most Important Clocks 

In the World.
CLOCKS R E PA IR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

‘ THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.!

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h l C h a m b e r s , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e , 

a n d  9 8 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud 

Brooch or
for Buttonhole, 
Pendant

W ith name of your Association engraved 
— as Illustration.

oct. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M A R KE D  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G I L T  O R W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/- 
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY,
Exact sue 6. PARK ST-» MINEHEAO, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to praotise it.

The System is fully explained in 
‘ METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from * The Ringing World ' Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKING.

ESTABLISHED 17SO

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

L ate  of BERM ONDSEY and PECKHAM.

matter. Two things were responsible for that. One 
was the limited space available in the book, the other 
that the average reader must be considered, and in his 
interests the very few experts must to some extent stand 
aside. It is by no means easy to strike the happy mean 
in these matters.

It is, we believe, generally known that the part of the 
Minor book which deals with Spliced ringing was en­
tirely the work of Mr. Ernest Turner. Mr. Turner is not 
specially distinguished as a six-bell ringer, but he has 
shown that he is fully capable of taking a part with the 
most skilful six-bell bands, and can sympathise with and 
share the Minor ringers’ outlook. W e  feel sure that he 
fully considered every available way of presenting the 
matter and selected the one which, in the circumstances, 
does best serve everybody’s interests.

For the rest, Mr. Vernon Taylor should buck up. He 
need not be afraid that he and the other six-bell men 
‘ are doomed to vanish into nothingness like a tale that 
is told.’ Also there- is not much sense in ‘ craving for a 
little sop.’ What he wants is to go to the canteen and 
have a pint of beer, but whether it would be of any 
avail to go there at ‘ the eleventh hour ’ (a.m. or p.m.) 
we rather doubt.

HANDBFLI PEAL.
BUSHEY, HERTS.

THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Monday, March 3 ) , 1941, in m e Hour and Fo*ty-E'ght Minutts,

A t  t h e  R o y a l  M aso n ic  Ju n io r  Sc h o o l ,
A PEAL O F  MINOR, 5040 C H A N G ES ]

Being three extents of Cambridge Surprise, one each of Kent and 
Oxford Treble Bob, and two of Plain Bob. Tenor size 11 in G.
E d w in  J e n n i n g s .................... 1-2 | C h r i s t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  3-4

E d w in  A. B a r n e t t  ............ 5-6
Conducted by C. W . W o o l l e y .

A birthday compliment to Mrs. Jennings end Miss E. H. Jennings. 
Fiftieth peal together by ringers of 1-2 and 54.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial. Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh. St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

S I L C H E S T K R  S U R P R I S E .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. George Williams is quite right on one point. The 
object of our letter was not to pick holes in Silchester Surprise, but 
to find out whether people do think it worth a place in the new book. 
The question is—should a method be recommended for general use 
if 110 peal of it is possible in which the tenors do more than three 
leads of their full work?

We do not suggest, of course, that the tenors should always do 
their full work in any peal that is rung. Short course peals of Double 
Norwich and Bob Major, In-and-Fifth peals of London, Bob-and- 
Single peals of Grandsire Triples, ordinary peals of Spliced Surprise, 
and peals in other methods, all give the fie to such an opinion. But 
those peals are optional, not compulsory. We are not tied to the 
three-lead course plan in Spliced, and efforts are being made to break 
away from it.

Neither do we suggest that Silchester is not worthy of being rung 
by any band which thinks fit so to do. What we are’ rather doubtful 
about is whether it should appear in the new book and so exclude 
another method, equal perhaps in all respects and free from what,

I however you look at it, is a grave defect. As we said, we have 
included it, but would be glad of other people’s opinions.

We have had as much experience of Spliced Surprise ringing as 
| perhaps any, and we are not inclined to accept Mr. Williams’ opinion 

that it is not at all difficult. It is quite true that a first-class man 
who thoroughly Tinows the four standard methods, and has liad 
practice i|i ringing them spliced, finds no particular difficulty; and 
the constant changes of method do actually serve the purpose of 
keeping his mind constantly on his work. It was a different tale, 
however, when Spliced Surprise ringing was a novelty, and it is still 
a different tale'when the methods are unfamiliar.

We do not share Mr. Williams’ opinion of Berkeley Surprise. Except 
that its five false course ends (A. B. C. D and E) allow peals in full 
natural courses with fourth’s place bobs, it is inferior to Silchester, 
and is no more difficult to ring than scores of other methods.

ERNEST C. S. TURNER.
J. ARMIGER TROLLOPE.
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(Continued from page 159.)
Sir Arthur Heywood has often been described as a 

country gentleman. In the sense that he was a man of 
wealth and culture who lived in the country, he was a 
country gentleman, but he did not come of one of those 
families whose history and traditions are rooted in the 
soil. Maitland Kelly came of an old country family— and 
so did Earle Bulwer, but Heywood came from that re­
markable new middle class which was produced by the 
industrial revolution of the late eighteenth century. 
Sprung from the ranks of the people, and often of puri­
tan origin, they first amassed wealth, and then, after a 
long and fierce struggle, they broke the power of the old 
territorial noblemen and magnates, who for a long cen­
tury had ruled England. From 1832 until the nineteenth 
century drew towards its end the new middle class sup­
plied most of the rulers and magistrates of the country 
and no small part of th6 brains in every sphere of life. In 
one of his books Mr. Winston Churchill has described 
these men with his usual literary ability. ‘ Our country ’ 
(he says) ‘ draws its strength from many sources. In the 
last century and a half she has discovered fresh reserves 
of leadership in the men of the new middle classes, 
created by the expansion of enterprise and wealth which 
followed the Industrial Revolution. Without name or 
influence to help them, often with no money save what 
they won by their own efforts, these sons of merchants 
and manufacturers, of doctors, lawyers and clergymen, 
of authors, teachers and shopkeepers have made their 
way to the front rank in public life and to the headship 
of almost every great business by native worth alone. 
Their contribution to government has been rich and 
varied. It is impossible, looking back, to imagine what 
we should have been without them. Blot them from the 
pages, and how much is left of the political history of 
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries? Peel, Gladstone 
and Disraeli; Bright, Cobden and the Chamberlains; 
Asquith, Bonar Law and Baldwin are all swept from the 
scene.’

Sir Arthur Hey wood’s family was typical in almost 
every way of this class of men. There were Heywoods 
many centuries ago in Lancashire, and probably they got 
their name originally from the town of Heywood in that 
count}’. In the middle of the seventeenth century two 
brothers, Oliver and Nathaniel, were vicars of Coleby 
and Ormskirk, and both were ejected from the livings 
when the Chlirch of England was restored after its tem­
porary ruin during the Commonwealth.

Nathaniel’s grandson Benjamin settled in Ireland at 
Drogheda and became a prosperous merchant. His two 
sons, Arthur and Benjamin, migrated to Liverpool, 
where Arthur was a banker. Benjamin afterwards moved 
to Manchester and founded the bank, which was the 
sfturce of his descendants’, wealth.^ His son Nathaniel 
married the daughter of Thomas Percival, a well-known 
medical man, a leader of the Lancashire dissenters, and 
an ardent social reformer. He is said to have been the 
earliest advocate of factory legislation. v

The most famous member of the family was Benjamin, 
Nathaniel’s son, and Thomas, Percival’s grandson, who 
was known not only as a prominent and wealthy banker, 
but as a philanthropist who devoted himself to the im­
provement of the life and education of the working

classes. He was the leader of the W hig party in Lanca­
shire, and was foremost in the struggle for parliamentary 
reform which culminated in the Act of 1832 and the 
triumph of the new middle class. For a time he was a 
Member of Parliament, and he received the honour of a 
baronetcy in 1838. When he died in 1865, his son 
Thomas Percival, the second baronet, carried on the 
family traditions, and among other actfvities was one of 
the founders of the Woodward Schools.

Arthur Percival Heywood was thus the inheritor of very 
marked and very noble family traits and traditions, and 
he was definitely the product of his race. His ideals and 
his standards were those of his family, but influenced and 
developed by the passage of the years. The same re­
ligious and public spirit which had _made Dr. Percival a 
dissenter and Sir Benjamin a W hig, made Sir Arthur a 
staunch churchman and a Conservative. Those things 
the grandfather had fought for and won, the grandson 
cherished. The new middle class governed England fof 
some sixty years, and when about the nineties of the last 
century they looked back on their record, they were very 
well satisfied. with it. The country was rich, powerful 
and contented; and no signs of coming troubles as yet 
darkened the horizon.

* Englishmen felt sure,’ writes Mr. Winston Churchill, 
‘ that they had reached satisfactory solutions upon the 
material problems of life. Their political principles had 
stood every test. All that’ was required was to apply, 
them fully. • Statesmen, writers, philosophers, scientists, 
poets, all moved forward in hope and buoyancy, in sure 
confidence that much was well and that all would be 
better.’ That admirably expresses • Heywood’s outlook 
and that of the men of his class. I have heard him say 
publicly that every true Englishman is a Conservative 
however he may occasionally vote at election time. His 
ideal was an ordered hierarchy in society, each man in his 
own class and contented with his lot. Providence had 
given him wealth and position, but wealth and position 
entailed dutie  ̂ and responsibilities, and he paid fully as 
much regard to his duties and responsibilities as he did 
to his privileges'. In that he was the true son of his 
family. I do not doubt he looked on his work for the 
Exercise and the Central Council as part of his duty to 
his Church, a task which lay to his hand, and which he 
must not shirk. It was all quite natural, for there was 
nothing priggish about him.

It was this native sense of duty and the right to lead 
which enabled him to form the Council and gave him his 
position and authority. For as long as he lived he was 
President of the Council. Nominally he held the office by 
free selection from some dozens of eligible candidates; 
actually he held it as much by divine right as ever King 
Charles I. wore the crown of England.

Intellectually Heywood was an outstanding man, and 
all he did'showed knowledge and ability; but he had large 
and well defined limitations. He was not a man of wide 
vision. He saw each problem as he came to' it as a 
whole. He applied himself to its solution, usually suc­
cessfully, but it did not expand as he worked, nor did it 
lead him on to further things. In his younger days he 
was interested in light railways, and he made successful 
experiments. He had, as older ringers will recollect, a 
model working light railway in his own grounds, but 
after a few vears, when he had found out what exactly 

(Continued on next page.)
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he sought, I believe he took no more interest in the 
matter. ' .

As a boy he learned to ring, and he continued to be 
one of the church, ringers of his own parish, but for many 
years he was content with stoney, and that at the time 
when the Exercise was being stirred throughout with new 
life. When the installation of the full octave at Duffield 
brought change ringing to his notice, he took up method 
ringing with enthusiasm, and rapidly went on with‘ peal 
ringing from Bob Triples,, to Treble Bob, Double Nor­
wich and Surprise. At length he had conducted peals of 
London Surprise Major, Double Norwich Royal and 
Duffield Maximus. There was nothing else to d o ; he 
had done all there was; and though he was still in the 
prime of life, he dropped peal ringing.

He early took a great interest in composition and 
method construction. He again he saw a limited number 
of well defined problems. He s^t himself to solve them, 
and when he had settled what constituted a musical 
method, what was the best for ten and twelve bell ring­
ing, and had laid bare the secrets of Stedman Triples and 
Caters, he had completed his task. There remained, he 
publicly stated, but one unsolved problem in the science 
of change ringing, the production of a seven-part peal of 
Stedman Triples, and that he lived to see done. All the 
later problems and the many controversies which centred 
round the work of the Methods Committee were to him 
merely futile. He expressed himself as ‘ patiently 
amused ’ at what he called our * earnest endeavours to 
shackle composition into conformity with quite arbitrary 
and wholly questionably axiomatic rules.’

When I was preparing the notes for these articles it 
struck me as very significant that, though he definitely 
belonged to an older generation than I did, and had com­
pleted the whole of his investigations into composition 
before ever I was a ringer, yet his earliest article was 
published less than ten years before my first.

He took up the attitude, most strange for a man of his 
intelligence and ability, that it was possible to settle once 
and for all the problems of the Exercise. That was one 
of the main objects of the Central Council. He and his 
contemporaries had gone thoroughly into method con­
struction, and the question was settled and closed. That 
men of my generation might have some further contribu­
tion to make never occurred to him. He did not realise 
that if the day ever comes when there are no more prob­
lems and no more difficulties for ringers to solve— if, in 
short, the Exercise ever reaches perfection— then the end 
will not be far off.

This narrowness of outlook did as much as the chang­
ing social conditions to put Heywood out of sympathy 
with the younger generations. The Exercise altered 
enormously in the thirty years between 1886 and 1916, 
and before he died his work for ringing had ended.

W as Heywood a good chairman? I have heard the

question debated more than once, and very divergent 
answers given. Some thought he was almost everything 
a chairman should be, others criticised him very strongly. 
It all depends on what is taken as the standard of good 
chairmanship. One thing everybody allowed : he was a 
strong chairman. He always had full control of the 
meeting and he saw that the recognised rules of debate 
were properly observed. He endeavoured to be 
thoroughly impartial, but whether he actually was so, is 
another matter. Perhaps the ideal chairman is the 
Speaker,of the House of Commons, who sits in dignity 
and authority above the members and sees that a very 
complicated and precise code of rules is strictly carried 
out. His business is to see that every member has an 
equal opportunity of stating his views, and so long as 
he keeps within the rules, what he says, whether it is 
true or false, wise or foolish, is no concern of the 
Speaker. Of that the House alone is the judge. Hey­
wood did not take that attitude.. He wras more like a 
High Court judge presiding at a criminal trial. He 
equally has to see that strict rules are observed and that 
everyone who is entitled to . speak does so. But more 
than that, he is concerned that the right decision is ar­
rived at, and he may, and usually does, intervene to cor­
rect false or misleading statements. Heywood was like 
that. He frequently made a statement at the beginning 
of a debate, he frequently intervened,, and he usually 
summed up and, like the .judge, in effect gave his direc­
tions as to what the verdict should be. Occasionally he 

.voted himself.
It was all due, of course, to his sincere wish that the 

Council should benefit the Exercise, and to his unbounded 
faith in his own judgment. On the whole it worked for 
good, for his judgment usually was sound. But there 
came a time when he had ceased to keep in touch with 
the spirit of the Exercise and was out of sympathy with 
the new ideas which were developing, and in one out­
standing instance this rather autocratic attitude provoked 
as near to an unpleasant crisis as we are likely to experi­
ence in a meeting of the Council. It would be a bad day 
for the Council if its officers were ever debarred from ex­
pressing to the full their individual opinions, but Hey­
wood backed up his with the authority of the chair, and 
rather expected they should be deferred to.

Heywood’s style as a writer was quite characteristic 
of the man. It is clear, concise, and sufficient, without 
any particular literary distinction. On the whole he was 
the best writer’ of his time, without the excessive wordi­
ness which mars Davies’ books, and without the slovenly 
and untidy sentences which sometimes disfigure what 
Jasper Snowdon wrote. But he had one serious defect. 
He never seemed to be quit* sure that he was getting his 
meaning home to his readers. It was the gap, caused bv 
social, intellectual and educational differences, which 
separated him from the rest of the Exercise. Jasper 
Snowdon was his inferior as a writer, but he had the all- 
important gift of putting himself in sympathy with his 
readers. *

TOWER CLOCKS
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Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

J. B. JOYCE & CO. LTD.
WHITCHURCH, SALOP.

We have experts visiting all parts of the British Isles, and shall be pleased 
to carry ont restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tower Clook
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R E C O N S T R U C T I O N .
THE NEED FOR FIRE PROTECTION.

To the Editor.
Sir,—Your excellent articles on bell frames and reconstruction and 

bell towers visualise more than appears on the surface. Recent events 
and the great destruction of the entire contents of many of our 
church towers will have to be taken into serious consideration when 
limes become normal, and must be entirely refitted in the very best 
way.

One thing is absolutely certain; the new installations must be as 
fireproof as possible. There is far too much inflammable material 
used at the present time, oftentimes two or three wooden floors, guide 
boxes fo1* the ropes and wood fittings in the clock room and belfry.

I11 future all church towers should have fireproof concrete floors, 
the bell frames should be of iron, and all fittings, bell wheels, pulleys, 
boxes, etc., should be made of fireproof material. As soon as possible 
every tower should have the inflammable material cleared out.

When the rehanging of the Painswick bells was contemplated it 
was feared in several quarters that if they were hung in an iron 
frame it would affect the tone of the bells. The iron frame and liead- 
stocks prevailed. It was a great success, and when the bells were 
reopened there was great satisfaction among the large number of 
ringers present both as regards the ‘ go ’ and tone of the bells.

From many years’ experience I am convinced that the iron frame 
is the most practical, and one would have to go a long way to find 
a better bell frame and fittings than at Painswick. That tower, like 
most towers, has a set back in the masonry where the under portion of 
I he bell frame rests 011 strong steel girders cemented into the walls. On 
these girders a cast-iron H frame is securely bolted, and on top of the 
H frame stout angle iron is bolted on all ways and the ends cemented 
into the walls, making the frame as one solid block which ensures 
that the bearings are always level and cannot get out of alignment, 
which is the essential thing. The twelve bells are hung with plain 
bearings, and as a proof of their excellence several long peals have 
been rung single handed, amongst which was a 13,001 of Grandsire 
Cinques.

The main consideration with an iron frame is it should not be 
allowed to develop any corrosion, but be cleaned and painted with
I wo or three coats of red and white lead. Cast-iron as used in the 
H frame is a great advantage, as it does not scale and is easily kept 
in perfect condition. WILLIAM HALE.

The Leigh, near Gloucester.

FARNBOROUGH.—On March 26tli, at 106, Lynchford Road, a 
ouarter-peal of Stedman Triples: Harold S. Hobden 1-2, Sergt. John 
Freeman (conductor) 3-4-, Maurice Hodgson 5-6, Will Viggers 7-8.

JO S E P H  R I L E Y .
A FAMOUS OLD-TIME COMPOSER AND RINGER.

Many years ago, John Day wrote down his recollections of old 
Birmingham ringers, and here is his account of Joseph Riley based 
on tradition :—

Mr. Riley was, I believe, a native of Cheltenham, and by profession 
a lawyer. There can be little doubt that for some years he was the 
leading spirit of the St. Martin’s Guild. He was always spoken ot 
with much respect as being a gentleman, although somewhat austere 
in manner. He was a clever ringer, a good conductor, a composer of 
considerable ability and quite an enthusiast in the art.

Among his other exploits was that of calling Holt’s One-Part peal 
of Grandsire Triples whilst ringing the fourth bell, being one of the 
first, if not the first, time of its achievement in the provinces. In 
1828 a party of the Youths had a ringing tour under his guidance. 
At Shrewsbury they attempted a peal of Stedman Cinques, but failed 
and then went to Wrexham, where they rang his well-known peal of 
5,000 Treble Bob Royal. This peal, like a good many other composi­
tions, has had • numerous authors. When the late W. Sdttanstall 
visited Birmingham in 1865 he brought the peal with him and wanted 
it rung in Birmingham. He first showed it to Chattell, who looked 
it over and, turning to H. Johnson, who was in the company, said,
‘ Why this is Riley’s peal.’ Johnson confirmed this, and Sottanstall 
expressed surprise. The late John Thorpe also composed th^ same 
peal.

Riley was really the leading spirit of the society and took part 111 
the memorable peals rung in 1820. The Treble Bob Maximus was, I 
believe, rung at the first attempt. After failing in the first attempt 
for the Stedman Cinques, Riley named an early date for another 
attempt, and as an inducement promised {lie band a bowl of punch 
per man if Hie attempt was successful. The peal was rung and I have 
heard it said that Cooper at once began to hint in a doubtful sort of 
way as to the truth of the composition. Riley, being annoyed at 
this, demanded an immediate investigation, and Cooper, Thurstans 
and himself retired to a private room to sift the matter out, when 
all was pronounced correct and the band and their friends were 
entertained to their heart’s content. I believe the meeting house of- 
the society at that time was The King’s Head in Worcester Street, 
and in the room used by them liuug one or more portraits of pro­
minent ringers, notably one of Alexander Sanders. When the existing 
Market Hall was built the house was pulled down and the portraits 
vanished.

The last peal that can be traced to Mr. Riley is the Treble Bob 
Cinques, rung in 1832, the only peal yet rung, and he died the follow­
ing year, about 70 yeafrs of age.

He left his peal book to John Hopkins and Hopkins left it to 
Mr. H. Johnson.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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THE EDITOR.
The condition and progress of Mr. J. S. Goldsmith 

continue to be quite satisfactory.

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Walker’s many friends will extend them their 

fullest sympathy in the early death of their only granddaughter, who, 
as announced in another column, passed away on April 4-th.

The Wit ley bellringers arc resuming practice— 011 handbells. They 
are the recipients of a bequest under which the bells have to be rung 
on four particular occasions in the course of the year. Prevented by 
war-time regulations from ringing the big bells, with the Vicar’s 
consent they have agreed to ring the handbells in church before the
11 a.m. service at Easter, Whitsun and Christmas, and at some other 
time 011 May‘29tli.

Any ringers stationed in the district may like to know that regular 
weekly handbell practices are still being held at 106, Lynchford 
Road, South Farnborough, and at 37, Highfield Gardens, Aldershot.

We mentioned last week that on April 7th and 8th, 1761, James 
Barham and his band rang the full extent of Bob Major, 40,320 
changes, at Leeds in Kent. This is what the ‘ Clavis ’ says about i t : 
‘ To be sure it is recorded in a frame at Leeds, in Kent, as being
Eerformed by thirteen men in twenty-seven hours and some minutes, 

ut those of the performers who have been spoke with on the subject 
give such unsatisfactory accounts, that it is very little thought 011, 
and it is generally believed, that if they did keep the bells going 
t4ie length of time, the truth or regularity of the changes was very 
little attended to.’

On April 7th, 1801, the Cumberland Youths rang 5,220 changes of 
Court Bob Royal at St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch, and boasted that they 
were the first society to ring a  peal in that intricate method, but 
the Norwich Scholars had already in 1769 accomplished, a pea] of it.

Samuel Wood, of Asliton-under-Lyne, who called many notable 
long peals 011 eight, ten and twelve bells, was born on April 7th, 1857.

On April 8th, 1912, Mr. George Price called 12,160 Bristol Surprise 
Major with a band of the Hertford County Association. At the time 
it was the record length in the method.

The first peal in Australia was rung at Sydney on April 9th. 1890.
The first peal of Stedman Cinques in Yorkshire was rung at Sheffield 

on April 10th, 1882.
Many long lengths have been accomplished on the ten bells at 

Appleton, in Berkshire, and one of them was the then record peal 
o f  Grandsire Caters, 13,265 changes, rumj 011 April 11th, 1888r It 
was composed and conducted by James W. Washbrook.

A very famous peal was rung on April 12th, 1909. It was the 
18,027 changes of Stedman Caters at the Parish Church, Lough­
borough. The time was 12 hours and 18 minutes, the first occasion on 
which a band had stood the clock round. William *Pye rang the 
tenor and conducted. His brother Bob rang the treble.

Canon T. L. Papillon, a distinguished member of the Exercise in 
bygone years, was born on April l2th, 1841, and William T. Cockerill 
was born 011 April 13th,' 1859.

Fifty years ago to-day eight peals were rung. They consisted of 
Grandsire Triples 2,. Caters 1, Union Triples 1, Stedman Triples 1, 
Kent Treble Bob Royal 1, and seven Minor methods 2.

DE A T H  O F  M R S . A .  C. J O H N S T O N
WIDOW OF WELL-KNOWN BELLFOUNDER.

The death is announced of Mrs. A. C. Johnston, which occurred 
on Wednesday, March 19th, at her home, Glebe Hyrst, Sanderstead, 
Surrey. She was 88 years old and was the widow of Mr. Arthur 
Anderson Johnston, of the firm of Gillett and Johnston, which was 
founded over 100 years ago.

Mrs. Johnston came to Croydon on her marriage over fifty year« 
ago, and for many years she took an active and leading interest in 
all tne affairs of the borough. During the time that Mr. Johnston 
was a member of the Croydon Council she took great, interest in his 
work and organised with him the annual distribution of Christmas 
dinners for 500 families during a period of 25 years.

Her many activities included tlie founding of the first Girls’ Social 
Club in Park Street, and the original Cripples’ Home. She also took 
a leading part in the Primrose League and did much good work in 
many other charity organisations, one of the most notable being in 
aid of the ‘ Titanic * disaster fund, nearly a thousand pounds being 
raised locally.

For many years Mrs. Johnston was a well-known figure among 
ringers. She was present at many dedication services and never 
missed attending functions at the Croydon Foundry.

During the last few years of her life her activities were curtailed 
by bad health.

The funeral service took place at Sanderstead Parish Church on 
Saturday, March 22nd, and tne interment at Queen’s Road Cemetery, 
West Croydon. The mourners included Mr. Cyril Johnston and Miss 
Nora Johnston (son and daughter), Mrs. Cyril Johnston, Mrs. Arthur 
A. Lyon (niece), Miss F. Langford. Mrs. G. J. Allen, Mr. R. F. A. 
Housman (general manager of Messrs. Gillett and Johnston), Mrs. 
Housman and a large number of the older members of the 6taff and 
employes of the foundry.
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THE CAMBRIDGE YOUTHS.
AN EARLY PERFORMANCE OF THE ORIGINAL.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—1 read with interest Mr. Trollope’s account of the Cam­

bridge Youths and should like to state that Daniel Green, who rang 
the 8th in a peal of Grandsire Caters at Great St. Mary’s on Novem­
ber 10th, 1774, was a farmer, and lived, died and was buried near 
the north wall of Clare Church tower. A grave stone marks the spot 
inscribed, ‘ In memory of Daniel Green, who died September 1st-, 
178b, aged 57 years.’

He used to ride horseback to and from Cambridge, 25 miles each 
way, to practise change ringing with the Cambridge Youths. This 
Daniel Green had a son of the sqme name, and the son rang the 
4th and the father the 7th through a peal of Bob Major on Clare 
bells on February 27th, 1781. The father called the peal, probably 
Annable’s. What became of the son we do not know.

Mr. Trollope says the last peal rung by the society during the 
18th century was on June 2nd, 1797, when James Bartlett called 
Holt’s Original. A tablet in the tower states: A.D. 1797. On Friday, 
June 2nd, was rang in this tower a true and Complete Peal of 
Grandsire Triples, consisting of 5,040 Changes, in 3 hours and a half. 
Originally composed by Mr. Holt in 1 course and 2 doubles in the 
last 4 leads by the undermentioned Performers: J. Coe treble, W. 
Eve 2, W. Lawder 3, J. Bowman 4, W. Goodes 5, J. Bawtell (con­
ductor) 6, P. Spenceley 7, J. Hazard tenor. By this it wiU be seen 
that J. Bawtell and not Bartlett called the peal.

I saw nearly all the notes that Samuel Slater made on the peals 
rung at Cambridge and other places in Cambridgeshire, ana no 
mention is there made of Bartlett’s visit to Cambridge and calling 
thjs peal. S. Slater searched the Cambridge newspapers for informa­
tion so as to write up 'a  true record of all peals rung at Cambridge.

After' the time Mr. Trollope mentions the Cambridge Youths were 
led by 11. Wilby and he rang several peals, Grandsire Triples and 
Caters. Probably the most notable was that rung at West Tofts, 
Norfolk.

The record states that on April 16th, 1868, was rung a true and 
complete peal of Grandsire Triples, 5,040 changes, in 3 hours and
2 minutes, and composed and conducted ^v R. Wilby, and contained 
190 bobs and 50 singles, the first whole peal on the bells: S. Peggat.ts 
treble, J, Rochett 2, J. Dunn 3, J. Halliday 4, E. Andrews 5, R. 
Wilby 6, Mr. Rochett 7, the Rev. A. Sutton, the Rector, tenor.

TTiis is the first instance that I know of where a Rector rang a 
peal on the bells of his own parish church. West Tofts bells were 
made into six in 1849 and eight in 1856 through the efforts of the 
Rector, the Rev. Augustus Sutton.

No peals were rung at Great St. Mary’s between 1852 and 1890, 
when the spell was broken by a band who had been touring East 
Anglia stopping there and ringing 5,021 Stedman Caters, composed 
and conducted by James W. Washbrook, on October lltli, 1890. The 
following December the Cumberlands visited Cambridge and rang 
5,002 Stedman Cinques, composed and conducted by the late George 
Newson, and in 1893 the St. Mary-1 e-Tower Society, Ipswich, visited 
Cambridge and rang the first peal of Kent Treble Bob Maximus ever 
rung there. In 1897 the first peal of Kent Treble Bob Royal was 
rung on the bells. T. E. SLATER.

Glemsford, Suffolk.

S U F F O L K  G U IL D  A N D  S P L IC E D  R IN G IN G .
‘ THEORETICALLY UNSOUND.’

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Your correspondent, Mr. J. E. Bailey, is correct in saying 

that the Suffolk Guild passed a resolution on spliced ringing in 1929.
At the annual meeting on the Easter Monday of that year the 

following was passed with one dissentient: * The splicing of methods 
is theoretically unsound. But if this departure from strict regularity 
is allowed, the splicing of extents in five or six bell ringing should 
be allowed also.’

No reasons were given for the definite statement that splicing of 
methods is theoretically unsound, and during some correspondence on 
the subject Mr. Drake stated that ‘ everyone seemed to have a 
different reason for not supporting splicing.’ His own reason was 
that it introduced a third kind o f  call, which ‘ broke a principle.’ 
(Has he ever hfeard of an ‘ extream ’ or * Holt’s single?’ )

Mr. Bailey need have no doubts as to what kind of spliced ringing 
this resolution referred to, as peals in four, five and six Surprise 
methods hAd already been rung.

It is satisfactory to note that despite this 4 non-progressive ’ resolu­
tion, many Suffolk ringers now recognise the merits of spliced ringing, 
and that Mr. Drake lias forgotten that the subject was ever men­
tioned at a meeting of his Guild. C. T. COLES.

21, Vincent Road, E.4. ------------  s
F A I R L Y  G O O D !

At an R.A.F. station * somewhere in England ’ recently,. a young 
airman was reading his ‘ Ringing World ’ when a second airman 
askeid if he knew any ringers by the name of Pye. The answer, of 
course, being ‘ Yes. Do you?* ‘ No,* replied the second, ‘ but they 
were related to my mother.’

Our young airman went to some pains to explain what a gifted 
family they were, and all the impression it made was, * Mother said 
they were fairly good at it.*

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
MEETING AT KILBURN.

A small company of about 20 members visited Kilburn on March 
29th to attend the annual meeting of the North and East District of 
the association. Seven towers were represented. The present condi­
tion of the bells and towers in relation to war damage seemed to be 
a prominent matter of discussion.

In place of the usual service the company was conducted around 
the Church of St. Augustine, which was built about 80 years ago 
with fields completely surrounding it. Items of much interest were 
made known by the leader of the party, the Rev. Father Moucrieff, 
including the beautiful coloured marble flooring pieced together to 
form intricate designs, the highly decorated vaulted ceiling of the 
Chapel of All Angels, the four circular windows at the west end 
depicting the seasons of the year, etc. More than one sad heart 
passed the door of the ringing chamber on the way up to the belfry, 
where the light peal of eight was inspected.

The business meeting was by no means the longest on record, being 
ably conducted by the chairman, Mr. C. T. Coles, hon. secretary of 
the association, in the unavoidable absence of the district vice- 
president. Mr. G. W. Fletcher. The provisional election of one mem­
ber previous to ringing a handbell peal was ratified and on© new 
member was. duly enrolled. A list of members attached to the North 
and East District and known to be serving in H.M. Forces was read 
to the meeting. The statement of accounts, approved subject to audit 
and without comment, showed a decreased balance on the year’s 
working, which was entirely due to unpaid subscriptions. All retiring 
officers were re-elected with one exception, Mrs. G. W. Fletcher being 
elected to fill a vacancy on the Central Committee, caused by the 
removal from the county of the Rev. A. S. Roberts. It was agreed 
that one or two district meetings should be held during the summer ^ 
months, even to give members a chance for social reunion.

Mi*. E. M. Atkins’ proposal tha^ a message bo sent to Mr. J. S. 
Goldsmith, Editor of The Ringing World,’ expressing sympathy in 
his illness, together with a hope for a speedy recovery, was unani­
mously approved. The speaker also offered his congratulations in the 
manner the paper was carrying on, and said it was now, more than 
ever, tlie one factor maintaining the life of ringing. Tribute was 
then paid by Mr. C. T. Coles to the sub-editor, Mr. J. A. Trollope, 
who had excelled himself in a difficult task.

Handbells were available during the afternoon and evening, courses 
and touches brought home including Stedman Triples, Double Norwich 
Court Bob Major and Grandsire Cinques.

D E A T H  O F  M R . B A R R Z I L L I A  H A W K IN S -
We regret to announce the death of Mr. Barrzillia Hawkins, which 

took place on Sunday, March 30th, at his home at Frogmore, Black- 
water, Hants.
* Taking up ringing some 50 years ago under the instruction of Mr. 

Frank Bennett at Hawley, Hants, Mr. Hawkins and his brother 
George, who is still active, made good progress, which they used for 
the benefit of change ringing in North Hants. He rang his first peal 
at Yateley, Hants, on October 8th, 1892, and since then had taken 
part in many more, among them the first at Yorktown and the first 
rung by Mr. A. H. Pulling, which was at Hawley.

A good striker and a ringer always to be relied upon,, he accom­
plished a lot of good work for the old Winchester Guild, of which he 
was a member fo j many years.

T H E  L A T E  M R . G. R. A M B R O S E .
flJNERAL AT MILTON-NEXT-GRAVESEND.

The body of the late Mr. Guy Ambrose, who as announced met his 
death by enemy" action on March 5th, having been recovered, the 
funeral service took place on Thursday, April 3rd, at the Parish Church 
of Milton-next-Gravesend, where Mr. Ambrose worked end worshipped 
for so-many years. The Rector, the Rev. H. J. Powell, officiated, and 
there was a large and representative gathering. Miss Muriel Mitchell, 
daughter o f the bon. secretary of tbs: Kent County Association, was 
at the organ, and while the cortege was leaving the church played 
'  I  know that my Redeemer liveth. At the committal in Gravesend 
Cemetery the Milton ringers were represented by Messrs. H. Argent, 
R. Munn, F. A. Mitchell and F. M. Mitchell (hon. secretary, Kent 
County Association).

Among the many beautiful wreaths was one from his colleagues at 
Milton.

Mr. Ambrose leaves a widow and three daughters to mourn their loss.

D E A T H  OF M R . C H A R L E S  H IL L IC K .
The death is announced of Mr. Charles Hillick, of Mer^tham. which 

took place rather suddenly on March 27th at the age of 67. The 
funeral service was held at All Saints’ , South Merstham, and among 
the very beautiful floral tributes was one from his fellow ringers.

Charles Hillick had not rung many peals, but he was heart and 
soul in ringing; he did splendid work as a teacher, and whenever 
any ringing was to be done at practice, service or meeting he was 
there. His especial delight was in ringing 720’s of Plain or Treble 
Bob Minor, and he usually rang the tenor and called the bobs.
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S I X T H  S -P L A C E  BOBS.
AND SOME OTHER IMPORTANT QUESTIONS.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—The letter from the Methods Committee on Silchester 

Surprise Major suggests certain questions which might be of interest.
(1) What are the grounds for the objections to using sixth’s-place 

bobs in a second’s-place method?
(2) Do the same objections apply to the use of fourth’s-place bobs 

in an eighth’s-place method? (Apart from methods on the lengthen­
ing lead plan.)

(3) Should a standard call be considered part of the method? If 
not, what objections can be raised to the use of a non-standard call, 
provided, of course  ̂ that it is used exclusively in any particular touch 
or peal?

(4) Has any even-bell method been rung* with a bob made when 
the treble was not either leading or lying?

(5) Has a bob ever been made solely by the omission of any 
particular place in a method?

(6) Have any definite rulings ever been made on any of the above 
questions, and, if so, when, and by whom?

c. w .  W OOLLEY.
Bushey.

THE USE OF ALTERN ATIVE BOBS
Notwithstanding the custom of making . . . .  the bob . . . .  we 

don’t conceive it obligates every company to abide by it, neither 
should they be tied to mailing a particular place at a bob in any 
method; by all means let. every one follow his taste in this par­
ticular, as the art of pricking will still be the same; for whoever lias 
skill as a composer can very easily surmount any alterations of that 

t kind, therefore in this method (Double Norwich Court Bob Royal) 
we would recommend fourth’s place at the bob as it certainly would 
make a .great amendment to the- music in a peal or even a touch, 
for by having the bobs in this manner you fall into the treble bob 
system as far as that of making Triple dodges while the great bells 
are behind, which is so .much admired by all professors of the Exer­
cise; it will likewise lengthen the courses in a similar manner, there­
fore it is necessary to pursue the same method in composing,; upon 
the whole, we think this way would have much the preference.—* The 
Cl avis.’ *

A  H E A V Y  RING OF SIX.
There is lately Hung to Sally, and set going to John Bush, Bell- 

Hanger, of Chew-Stoke near Bristol, in the County of Somerset, a 
latge Peal of Six Bells, in the Town of Yeovil in the said County; 
The Tennor consisting of near 50 cw t.; they are allowed to be the 
largest Peal of Six that is in the Country, and required before new 
Hung, 22 or 23 Men to ring the Six Bells; but since they are hung 
by the said Bush the same has been rung for several Hours by 7 Men 
only, and 50 3 or 4 different Peals o f Changes : consisting of 120 
Grandsire Changes in each Peal.

' N.B.—The said Bus'll has work’d in the Business upwards of 30 
Years, and is thought to be a very experienced Man, and will be 
ready to serve any Parish, if required.—‘ The Western Flying Post ’ 
of July 14th, 1760.

SOM E NOVEL N E W S .
It would be hard to cram many more misstatements into two or 

three lines than are contained in the following from ‘ The Daily 
Mirror *:—

Bells salvaged intact from a blitz-damaged London ̂ church have 
been installed in Guildford’s (Surrey) new cathedral. They will not 
be rung until after the war—unless there is an invasion warning in 
the district.

All Hallows’ , Lombard Street, was not damaged in a blitz; it was 
pulled down before the war. The bells have not been ‘ salvaged,’ they 
have not been installed in Guildford Cathedral, and they wjll never 
be rung for an invasion warning. The bells, which have been given 
to the Cathedral, were taken down when the steeple was dismantled, 
and are now in the Whitechapel Foundry.

SERVICE RINGING.—Ringing before service is peculiar to the 
northern counties. In other parts of England the more correct use 
obtains, that of chiming the bells. In places where the bells are 
rung before the service it is often too painfully found that, when the 
ting tang begins or the parson walks in, the ringers walk out, but 
such unseemlv conduct rarely lakes place where the bells are chimed 
for service.—H. T. Ellacombe, in ‘ Notes and Queries,’ March, 1870.

FAMOUS NORWICH RINGERS.
SAMUEL THURSTON.

Recently Mr. C. E. Borrett gave us an impression of Samuel 
Thurston, the famous Norwich Scholar and conductor of the first peal 
of London Surprise Major. Mr. T. E. Slater has sent the following 
account taken from the notes made by his father, the late Samuel 
Slater :—

Samuel Thurston was born at Norwich in the parish of St. Martin at 
Oak on February 19th, 1789, and baptised on the 27th of the same 
month.

It is not exactly known when he began to ring, his first appearance 
as a ringer being when he tapped on handbells at the New Theatre, 
Norwich, plain courses of Bob Major, Bob Triples, Reverse Bob Major, 
Double Bob Major and Grandsire Caters.

On October 22nd, 1809, he rang his first peal, 5,040 of Bob Major, at 
St. Giles’ , Norwich. It was conducted by Jeffrey Keif and was the 
first peal by all the band. Soon after this he took unt-o himself a 
wife, as the following record from the registers, St. Martin at Place, 
shows; Samuel Thurston, bachelor, to Marianne Coleman, spinster, 
both of this parish, married May 14th, 1810. One of the Norwich 
Scholars was named John Coleman, and Marianne is believed to have 
been of the family. John Coleman died in 1833.

In 1813 Thurston joined the College Youths. By that time he had 
become such an accomplished ringer that- he challenged Mr. Chestnutt, 
the leader of the Norwich Scholars, to ring for £100. Several sugges­
tions were made by both parties, but no satisfactory settlement was 
reached. Soon, however, Thurston became a Norwich Scholar, and 
on April 29th, 1814, he is described as being one of St. Peter’s ringers.

About this time Thurston was pressed into the Army, much to his 
disgust, as he was a master stonemason, and he considered it a £*eat 
degradation. One morning when he was having musketry drill he 
fired away his ramrod, and ever after his friends used to ask to tease 
him, ‘ Sam! who fired away his ramrod?’

He was very fond of talking about his adventures and what- he had 
done and been through, and his friends used to chaff him about the 
Fakenham ghost. The explanation is that on one occasion he wetft to 
ring at Fakenham, and after the ringing was over the band stopped 
and had some refreshment. When they parted Thurston had to w&lk 
home alone in the night. It was very dark. As he went through a 
narrow lane a greyhound noiselessly came up and put its cold nose 
into his right hand. This startled him so much that he began to run, 
but had not gone far bef6re he fell over a donkey that lay asleep 
in the lane

His son-in-law, Mr. Finlay, said that he was a genius in many ways 
other than being a ringer, and was very fond of clocks. At the 
time of his death his house was full of clocks, for people in Norwich 
used to bring their clocks to him when they wanted repairing.

Mrs. Finlay said her father went to Lofadon to work and took her 
mother .and family with him, but Mrs. Thurston disliked London, so 
after a time they all returned to Norwich.

Also that Thurston was a master mason and spent a great part of 
his tinis restoring Norwich Cathedral and that lie was held in high 
esteem by the Bishops who held the See in his lifetime. When any 
work wanted doing Thurston was nearly always called in to give advice 
as to what was best to do. On one occasion he was sent to London 
to give advice about repairs to the famous Bow Bells in Cheapside. -

As he was able to ring anywhere in the circle and conduct and was 
always pleasant and good tempered, his services and advice were 
eagerly sought after. He was nearly always teaching beginners and 
teaching others the advanced methods, and the Norwich newspapers of 
his time seemed to recognise his great ability as a ringing genius, for 
in 1835, referring to the Superlative Surprise, they say. ‘ Moreover, 
this celebrated peal was rung in a superior style at the first attempt. 
These circumstances add much to the credit of the company, having 
« tendency to show the highest degree of perfection they have attained 
in the Art.’

Concerning the London Surprise they say : ‘ We had the pleasure 
of hearing from cur scientific ringers 5,280 changes of that intricate 
composition, London Surprise. This peal has been attempted by 
many of the most learned of the Science, but relinquished on account 
of its complexity, but in the hands of our Norwich ringers this 
obstacle soon vanished, and in 3 hours and 25 minutes a perfect peal 
was completed, thus showing what perseverance combined with in­
dustry and knowledge can attain.

On the tablet recording this peal it is described as an unsurmount- 
able task. That they had reason for saying so is not entirely without 
foundation, for the peal was rung on the back eight of a peal of ten 
that hung in three tiers always shakv and rickety, and the ropes hung 
from the ceiling thus: 10 5 4 6 9 1 3 2  7. Charles Payne, who rang the 
9t.li or 7th as you may term it, stood very nearly in the middle of 
the tower.
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
MORE ABOUT MUSIC.

In the year 1886, Sir Arthur Heywood published an 
article on 1 Which is the most musical Major Method?’ 
His object was ‘ to induce any who are in the habit of 
judging- on the authority of their ears alone, to examine 
a method scientifically before committing: themselves to 
any definite opinion, as thus he will detect ever)' beauty 
or flaw with a certainty impossible of attainment by the 
most careful listener.’

This seems to be rather like saying that no one should 
express an opinion oh the taste of plum pudding until 
he has subjected its ingredients to a thorough chemical 
test. After all, in music, as in all art, the thing which 
matters is not scientific accuracy, but what appeals to 
aesthetic taste and feeling. W e need not bother about 
what in a method ought to be music, but about what 
actually does strike the ear of the average listener, in­
side and outside the belfry, as music. Beauties and 
flaws, impossible of being noticed by the most careful 
listener, are not for practical purposes either beauties or 
flaws.

But though the matter was badly put by Heywood, 
there is great truth in what he meant to say rather than 
in what he did say. So long as a ringer listens to the 
bells carelessly and superficially, he may get a general 
impression of what he likes and what he does not like, 
but he will hardly have any really good reasons to give 
for his preferences, and the opinions he expresses will 
not be of much value. On the other hand, if he studies 
a method and takes notice of how the bells come up he 
will be able to look for good positions and appreciate 
them when they do appear. It is, we believe, common 
experience that when a man is ringing either the 4th or 
the 7th in Stedman Triples he appreciates the beauties of 
7-4 dodging behind far more than he does when he is 
ringing, say, the 2nd or the 3rd. In "a similar way the 
man (perhaps the conductor) who knows that 7-4 are to 
dodge behind will look for the music in a way that others 
do not'.

Heywood was therefore quite right when he urged 
that ringers should study on paper the musical qualities 
of methods, but the danger is (and it was not absent in 
his case) that people should invent beauties' and defects 
which do not really exist.'

One of these imaginary defects is in the making of 
places. Heywood persuaded himself that places, and 
especially places made together side by side, are bad 
music. Many people have followed him in this opinion, 
but what real justification is there for it? Do adjacent 
places actually offend even the most sensitive ear even 
when the listener knows quite well they are being made? 
W e doubt it. On the whole, we imagine, the first sec­
tion of Oxford Treble Bob is the most satisfactory start 
of any Major method; better than Kent, better than Nor­
folk, better than Superlative, and much better than 
Cambridge.

The first section of Oxford Treble Bob, however, gives 
an excellent example of the danger of Judging the musi­
cal qualities of a method from isolated features. Let us 
grant that it is the best way in which a method can start, 
but see what it involves. Later on you will have two* 
leads with the tenors badly parted, and in addition the 
false course ends produced are such that only a com­
paratively small part of the most musical natural courses 
are available for composition. Oxford does to some

music of Treble Bob by doing away with the Slow. W e
extent dodge this difficulty, but it cannot be evaded in 
the majority of the methods with the same starting.

To many ringers any detailed examination or appre­
ciation of the music of ringing will seem unnecessary 
and superfluous. They are quite content if the music is 
good enough to form a pleasant background to the 
‘ work,’ for it is the intellectual demands made by the 
method which interest them not the aesthetic appeal to 
their senses. Speaking generally, ringers are not musi­
cal people.

,Yet on all grounds a knowledge and understanding of 
bell music should be cultivated. It not only adds enor­
mously to the enjoyment the ringer can get out of his 
art, but it keeps him in a most practical way. The man 
who appreciates music in ringing will not easily tolerate 
bad and slovenly striking. Unfortunately there are far 
too many ringers who think that to ring a method means 
to go through a course or a touch of it without a missed 
place or dodge. They do not realise that what really 
matters is how the dodging and places sound.

Lately there has been some discussion and disagree­
ment about the musical qualities of Kent Treble Bob. 
It may be worth while to consider the matter a little.

For many years Kent was looked upon as the very 
best of methods for producing music. . Then some fifty 
years ago, when other methods began to come into 
practice, there was in some quarters a very great change 
in opinion. W e again quote Sir Arthur Heywood. ‘ I 
am aware,’ he writes, ‘ that many leading ringers hold 
Treble Bob as excellent music, but with all deference to 
their opinion, I must take leave to observe that excel­
lence is a comparative quality, and that no one with the 
slightest ear for harmony, who has rung Superlative or 
Double Norwich, would again take the same pleasure as 
before in Treble Eight. The regard for Treble Bob is 
simply due to the fact that those who admire it have 
never heard anything better.’

It is not quite fair to condemn Treble Bob because it 
is not Double Norwich. . It should be judged on its own 
merits, and that is what we fancy so many, modern critics 
do not do. Treble Bob is not a fashionable method. A 
band which considered itself good enough to ring Cam­
bridge or Superlative would hardly start for a peal of 
Kent. Generally, when it is rung there is one or more 
novice in the band, and so Treble Bob is never struck as 
it could be struck by the best bands, and its best quali­
ties are not revealed. Perhaps if a really good band put 
the same skill and attention into ringing a peal of Treble 
Bob as they do into, say, a peal of Spliced Surprise, 
there would be another tale to be told.

Treble Bob has the two main features we said were 
necessary for producing good music. It keeps the 
natural coursing order of the bells well, and it has con­
tinual dodging. These should produce good music, and 
they do. Perhaps for the outside listener Treble Bob 
supplies all that is needed.

What, then, are its defects? They lie almost entirely 
in the fact that there is not much variety in the rhythm. 
It is in this respect that Double Norwich and Superlative 
(so far as the plain course is concerned) are superior. 
This is a defect which affects the men who are ringing, 
not the outside listener.

But people will tell us that the great defect, musically, 
of Treble Bob is the Slow Work. They are wrong. It

(Continued on next page.)



i ?8 THE RINGING W O R LD . April iith, 1941.

M E T H O D  A D A P T A T I O N .
AN ALTERNATIVE EXTENSION OF STEDMAN.

Sir,—Now that practical ringing has been curtailed, articles in ‘ The 
Ringing World ’ are indicating that attention is being turned to the 
construction of methods and their qualities, and there is no doubt 
that many paths are open for investigation. If we can get something 
which is 'apparently good, on paper, it could be tried out.

The articles on the Standard Methods gives much food for 
thought, and reminded me of a remark I heard at the Central 
Council meeting held at Chelmsford a few years ago. The speaker 
said there was only one Stedman’s method, and that was Stedman 
Doubles. To ring it on a higher number was- only an adaptation. 
The statement was not disputed.

If Stedman’s method is accepted in the present form on the higher 
number of bells, another means of adaptation, which confines itself to 
the principle, could also be accepted. It conforms to the rules, i.e., 
quadruple changes in the nine bell method, and quintuple changes in 
the eleven bell method, and both uninterrupted throughout.

There is a good argument against it, too much dodging in one 
section, but the Caters has only one more dodge, and the Cinques two, 
the latter being a five pull dodge. We accept five pull dodges in 
Superlative, and these are made front and back, whereas in this it 
is only at the back end.

It could be named ‘ New Stedman.’ This would distinguish it from 
what is now practised. Here is an avenue open for the peal composers.

203, Devonshire Road, Bolton. PETER CROOK.
Caters Cinques

123456789 1234567890x
214357698 214365798x0
241536789 2416375890*

425163879 4261738509*
24156 2416378
21465 2143687
12645 1234867
16254 1328476
61524 3182746
65142 3817264
564128397 8371624

8736142
651482937 * 786341205x9
615849 __________
16854 87361402x59
18645 8371604
81465 3817064
84156 3180746
48516 1308476
458619273 1034867
------------- 0143687

0416378
4061738
4607183x295

T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
(Continued from previous page.) 

is entirely a mistake to suppose that you improve the 
have rung peals not only of Forward Major and Royal, 
but also of the eight and ten-bell variation of Kent which 
eliminate the Slow. They were mostly excellently struck 
peals, and in every case the opinion was freely expressed 
that the variations were musically failures. The reason 
is quite easy to see. The musical value of the Slow is 
that it gives relief from monotony and sameness, and 
very much enhances the music of the other leads.* Nor, 
since the musical beat is well maintained, are the two 
leads, when the tenors are in the Slow, in themselves 
displeasing to a musical ear. «

Treble Bob does not give the varied and pleasing 
rhythms that some other methods do, but it is a most 
excellent method for teaching good striking, and sup­
plies almost everything that is needed for outside effect.

NOTICES.
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ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTH S. —  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, April I2th. 
Members will meet at the Two Brewers, Shoe Lane, 
EXD.4, at 2 .30. Business meeting and handbells at 15, 
Farringdon Avenue, at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., 
Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

LLANDAFF AND M ONM OUTH DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.— The annual meeting will be held on Easter 
Monday, April 14th, at St. James’ Church Schoolroom 
opposite Cardiff Infirmary, Newport Road, Cardiff, at
4 o’clock.— John W . Jones Hon. Sec., Cartref, Alteryn 
Road, Newport, Mon.

HERTFORD CO UNTY ASSOCIATION.— The an­
nual meeting will be held at St. Albans on Saturday, 
April 19th. Service in Cathedral 4 p.m., with address bv 
the Dean. Ringing at the Abbey and St. Peter’s Church 
from 2.30 p.m. _ The belfry of the Abbey has been fitted 
with electric bells. A good tea at 5.30, followed by busi­
ness meeting at the Waterend Barn, St. Peter’s Street. 
Those who want tea must advise me not later than the 
17th.— G. W . .Cartmel, Hon. Sec., Duffield, Russell 
Avenue, St. Albans.

W ORCESTERSH IRE AN D DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TIO N .— Northern Branch.— Meeting for practice at. 
Clent (D .V.), Saturday, April 19th. Tower Bells (8) 
available for ‘ silent ’ practice from 3 p.m. Tea 5.30 p.m. 
Tower bells and handbells available afterwards. Social 
evening to follow. Please send numbers for tea by pre­
vious Wednesday. All welcome. Combined meeting 
with Western Branch at Wychbold, near Droitwich 
(D .V.) on Saturday, May 10th. " Details later.— Bernard 
C. Ashford, Sec., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

BATH AND W ELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION  
OF CHANGE RINGERS.— A meeting will be held al 
Wraxall on Saturday, April 19th, at 3 o ’clock. Tea will 
be provided at the Battle Axes Hotel at 4 o’clock. All 
are welcome.— Percy G. Yeo, Hon. Local Sec., Long 
Ashton. ■

.PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.— Kettering 
Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Orlingburv 
on Saturday, April 19th. Service 4.30. Tea after. No 
names— no tea.— H. Baxter, 21, Charles Street, Roth- 
well, near Kettering.

Q. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOW ER CLO CK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FOR N EW  CLO CKS, C H IM E  A D D ITIO N S, REPAIRS 
OR R EP A IN TIN G  O F DIALS.
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LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION— Liverpool Branch. 
— A meeting will be held at Woolton, Liverpool, on 
Saturday, April 19th. The tower bells and handbells 
will be available from 3 p.m. Service at 5 p.m., fol­
lowed by tea and meeting. For tea kindly notify Mr. E. 
L. Humphriss, Abbots Lea Cottage, Woolton Hill, 
Liverpool, before Wednesday, April 16th.— G. R. New­
ton, 57, Ampthill Road, Liverpool, 17.

SU F F O L K  G U IL D .— The annual meeting will be 
held at St. Mary-le-Tower belfry, Ipswich, on Saturday, 
April 19th. Committee 3 p.m. General meeting 3.30. 
— H . G. Herbert, Hon. Sec., 61, Acton Lane, Sudbury, 
Suffolk.

O X F O R D  DIO CESAN  G U IL D .— Sonning Deanery 
Branch.— Annual meeting at Wokingham, Saturday, April 
19th. Service in All Saints’ Church 4 p.m. Tea and 
meeting S t. P a u l ’ s Parish Room-4.45. Handbell ringing 
in All Saints’ tower, 3.15 and after tea. Notification for 
tea not later than April 151 h. All welcome.— W . J. Paice, 
Hon. Sec., Merrel, California, Wokingham.

NO RW ICH  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— The an­
nual general meeting for the election of officers will be 
held at Norwich on Saturday, April 19th. St. Giles’ bells 
and handbells in St. Peter’s belfry from 2.30 p.m. 
Service, St. Peter Mancroft, 4.30 ; tea, St. Peter Mancroft 
Hall, 5 ; business meeting 5.30.— F. Nolan Golden, Gen. 
Sec., 26, Brabazon Road, Norwich.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— General 
annual meeting at Nottingham on Saturday, April 19th 
(12th not available). Handbells at St. Peter’s from 2 
o’clock. Committee meet 2.45 in St. Peter’s vestry. 
Short service at 4 p.m., followed by tea and general 
meetings Notice fo* tea must be sent not later than 12th 

'to F. Salter, n o , Noel Street, Nottingham. Special busi­
ness to be transacted, so it is hoped all members possible 
will attend.— Ernest Morris, Gen. Hon. Sec., 24, Coven-
trv  s fr p p t  T pippctpr

SOCIETY FOR TH E ARCHDEACONRY OF STAF­
FORD.— A meeting will be held at Wolverhampton on 
Saturday, April 26th. St. Peter’s belfry open from 2 
p.m. for handbell ringing. . Service, with address, in 
church at 4.45. No arrangements made for tea. A room 
has been procured at the George Hotel, Wulfruna Street, 
for social evening with handbells from 6 .30.— H. Knight, 
15, Rugby Street, Wolverhampton.

O XFO RD  DIOCESAN GUILD.— East Berks and 
South Bucks Branch.— The annual meeting has been ar­
ranged at Cookham on Saturday, April 26th. Handbells 
available. Guild service at 4 p.m. Tea at Royal Ex­
change at 5 p.m., Is. 3d. per head. Names must be sent 
by April 21st.— A. D. Barker, Cambridge, Wexham, 
Slough.

SURREY ASSOCIATION. —  The annual general 
meeting will be held at Croydon on Saturday, April 26th. 
The tower of St. John’s will be open, with handbells avail­
able. A service will be held at 5 p.m., followed by tea 
and meeting. Please inform Mr. D. Cooper, 5, Harri­
son’s Rise, Croydon, if you require tea not later than 
April 22nd.— E. G. Talbot, Hon. Sec.

MEETING AT BUSHEY, Saturday, April 26th, at 
Girl Guides’ Studio, Falconer Road, 3.45 p.m. Excel­
lent opportunity for handbell practice in all methods and 
social gossip. Comfortable room. Tea arranged. Open 
to all interested in ringing. Good bus service.— C. H. 
Horton, 53, Aldenham Road, Bushey, Herts Association.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— Sputh-Eastern District.— A 
meeting will be held on Saturday, April 26th, at Danbury. 
Service at 4.15. Tea 5 p.m., followed by business meet­
ing. Six ‘ silent ’ tower bells available from 3 p.m. 
Please send numbers for tea by Tuesday, April 22nd.—  
H. W . Shadrack, Hon. Dis. Sec., 48, Arbour Lane, 
Chelmsford.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Rochdale Branch. 
— A meeting will be held at St. Mark’s, Glodwick, on 
Saturday, April 26th. Handbells will be available in the 
schoolroom from 3.30 p.m. Business meeting at 6.30 
p.m. Subscriptions due. Reports to hand. Do your 
duty.— Ivan Kay, Sec., 30, Grafton Street, Moorside, 
Oldham, Lancs.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Tlje annual 
general meeting will be held in the belfry of St. Peter’s, 
Brighton, on Saturday, May 3rd. Handbell ringing 3 .30. 
Business meeting 4 .30. Half-rail fare (maximum 2s.) al­
lowed to resident members. Address by Vicar of 
Brighton during the afternoon. No arrangements for tea. 
Ringers wishing to enter the restricted defence area are 
advised to send 2^d.. stamp for a personal summons.— S. 
E. Armstrong, Hon. Gen. Sec., 21, Kenmure Avenue, 
Brighton 6.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TION.— Annual Meeting. —  Preliminary Notice. —  The 
annual meeting will be held ( d .v . )  at Worcester on Sat­
urday afternoon, May 17th. Resolutions for the agenda 
should reach me by Saturday, April 19th (Rule 10) . Tea 
will be arranged, if possible, but only for those whose 
names are given to the branch or general secretaries at 
least ten days before the meeting. Will members please 
note, as the committee have decided to strictly enforce 
this?— J. D. Johnson, Gen. Sec.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.— The address of Mr, F. 
W . Rogers, hon. secretary of Winchester and Ports­
mouth Diocesan Guild, is 183, Chatsworth AVenue, Cos­
ham, Hants.

EDGAR GUISE.— All communications until further 
notice should be made to 7 , Higham Street, Totterdown, 
Bristol 4.

H A N D B E L L S  F O R  S A L E .
HANDBELLS FOR SALE.— 3$ octaves, chromatic; 

ten 26 F ,[43 bells); top 3 octaves from 22C by Taylor, 
the rest by Mears; all excellent condition; offers invited. 
— Mrs. Shenton, Graveley Rectory, Huntingdon.

D E A T H .
R EYNOLDS.— Mary, aged seven, beloved daughter of 

Jack and Winnie and only granddaughter of Mr. and 
Mrs, Albert Walker. Died April 4th, at Scribers Lane, 
Hall Green, Birmingham.

T H A N K S .
Mr. W . J. Nevard wishes to thank all kind friends 

for their letters of sympathy and goodwill. Will they 
piease accept this as the only intimation, as he is still 
unable to answer by letter. He is progressing slowly.

CALNE, WILTS.—On February 2nd, on handbells, a quarter-peal of 
Grandsire Doubles: J. Slade (conductor) 1-2-3-4, H. Hilher 5-6. Rung 
in honour of Mr. S. Hillier's 69th birthday. And on March 17th,
OOO Grandsire Doubles in honour of J. Slade’s 67th birthday: J. 
Slade 1-2-3-4, H. Hillier 5-6.
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  F R E E  

f r o m  th e  
R e v. E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

s. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS-Section I. (Odd-BeU Treble

Dominated Methods) .................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS— Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b )......................................................................... 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS— Section H I. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..........................  ^  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH 3.P.A.B ..................... .. ... 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ||
METHOD SHEETS.— Stedman and Grandsire Triples ........... 3

Cambridge Surprise Major ..................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Cot^rt 3
Bristol Surprise Major .................. -... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ................... 2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ..........................  ...........  1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ... ....................................................................................... 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pagee; treat® Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.• second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

* STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope. 

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof ana composition.

1 TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages. 
‘ SURPRISE METHODS,' 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from 
M i s s  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N  
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s t o n ,  L a n c s

P U B L IC A TIO N S.
‘  GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND M AJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7^d. each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedmen, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 / 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 / - ) .
O b tain able  on ly  p o st fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

■ ta v s r to n  V lo a ra *e , n ear D aventry.

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HAN0LINC AND NON STRETCHING
Eat. 1 8 2 0 T el. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (ROPES) Lt d .
LO U G HBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p ric es  in c re a se , 
p r e -w a r  q u a lity , and send us y o u r  old  Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst n o t in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND in Solid Silver

Diameter 2iin 2lin. 3iia. 3iin. 4in. 4tfn. Sin. frtfn 
Price 1 8 /6  22/6 28/6 3 3 /6  4 2 /-  5 2 /6  6 7 /6  7 8  6

The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optioi&n
Telephone 276 'W r O  I i l N G

SMITH of DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven v.
Makers of m any famous clocks, in­
cluding St. P aul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

John S m ith  & S o n s, M idland C lock W ork s, 
D erb y, Ltd.

Head Office and  W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 S S 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd.,' Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildings, London, E.C.4.
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TECHNICAL TERMS.
On another page we print a letter from Mr. Peter 

Laflin, in which he discusses the term ‘ out-of-course,’ a 
familiar and widely used expression among ringers. Mr. 
Laflin wonders where it came from, and points out that it 
is much older than change ringing, and is used in both 
the Prayer Book and the Authorised Versions of the 
Psalms.

Many other ringers, we feel sure, have noticed this 
similarity and have wondered what, if any, connection 
there is between the meanings of the two uses. It is all a 
tiny part of a most interesting subject, the origin, use and 
development of words, a subject to which much learning 
and many books have been devoted.

So far as the terms used in ringing are concerned, no 
one has yet to our knowledge made any real study of 
their origin, but perhaps one day some student will be 
found with tlvt: necessary ability, skill and patience to 
undertake the task. It is one where it is easy to reach 
conclusions with the certainty that most of them will be 
wrong.

In the case under discussion, however, it is not diffi­
cult to see the truth. * Course ’ is a very old English 
word, and, like sofcmany more old words, it has a number 
of meanings all related to each other, but all distinct'. Six 
hundred years ago, early in the fourteenth century, before 
our present English language can be said to have existed, 
an old chronicler used the words ‘ out of course ’ as 
meaning ‘ out of order,’ or ‘ chaotic.’ That is the mean­
ing of the expression in the psalm, and perhaps some 
such idea was in the minds of the ringers who first used 
it, but that is rather more than doubtful.

The root meaning of the word ‘ course ’ is ‘ the path ’ 
or ‘ direction in which something moves. ’ Now the 
essence of change ringing is the movement of the bells, 
so it was quite natural for men to talk about the ‘ course ’ 
-of a bell, meaning its work, just as we still talk about a
* skeleton course.’ It was a rather later development to 
call the combined work of all the bells the ‘ course ’ of the 
method.

So long as the ringing was all right the bells were
* in course,’ but when two or more shifted they got ‘ out 
of course.’ The expression was applied (as it still often 
is) to the ringing as a whole; it was a comparatively late 
development to apply it to individual rows, and to use 
the terms ‘ in ’ and ‘ out-of-course ’ as we now use the 
terms ‘ even ’ and ‘ odd.’

This is a good example of how technical terms origin­
ate and develop. They start as ordinary words used -\yith 
ordinary meanings, but gradually, as necessity arises, 

(Continued on page 182.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L tS H E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most Important Clocks 

In the World.
CLOCKS R E PA IR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E ST O R E D ,

'THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’<•
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s .

A nd a t  9 ,  A delphi C h a m b e r s , S h a k e sp e a r e  S t . ,  
N e w c a s tle -o n -T y n e ,  

an d  9 6 ,  C a rv e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h effield .

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
a  Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole,
I j Brooch or Pendant

Vjg/ W ith name of your Association engraved
— as Illustration.

9ct- H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M A RKE D  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G IL T  OR W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/-

limf p  i  Names or Presentation Inscriptions can
iMa m nw l en8rave  ̂ on the reverse side at a
IP|n .J p  M  HE small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, S X , #H“
f i  D A D  If  C T  k i l M C U E  AVI Q A I I C D O E T

M ETHOD SPLICIN G
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study thiB latest phase of,the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 

‘ METHOD SPLICIN G ,’ price 1/3 (post free) 
from * The Ringing World ’ Office, 

LOW ER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 17BO

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERM ONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

they acquire special and restricted meanings which are 
not -always quite the same as the original meanings. 
Sometimes a word starts with a general meaning and in 
time is used with one' special meaning in some circum­
stances and quite another in other circumstances. The 
word ‘ bob ’ is a case in point, and is also an illustration 
of how this dual meaning can exist without any cojnfusion 
whatever.

HANDBELL PEAL.
BURBAGE, LEICESTERSHIRE.

THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
( H i n c k l e y  D i s t r i c t .)

* On Thursday, April 10,1941, in One Hour and Fifty-SiX Minutes,
A t  S t b d m a n , S k f t c h l e y  R o a d ,

A PEAL O F  D O U B L E S , 5040 C H A N G E S ;
In seven methods, l>eing 720 each of St. Simon’s, Morning Star, 

London, April Day, Canterbury, Plain Bob and Grandsire.
•Al f r e d  Jo r d o n .......................  1-2 j A l f r e d  B a l l a r d ............ . . . .  3-4

• W a l t e r  J. C l o u g h .............  5-6
Conducted b y  A . B a l l a r d .

* First peal in more than three methods. First handbell peal of 
Doubles in more than four methods for the association.

S I X T H S  P L A C E  B O B S .
AND SOME OTHER IMPORTANT QUESTIONS. .

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—We will do our best to answer the questions Mr. 

Christopher Woolley asks in your last issue.
The following is a quotation from the new Surprise Major book:—
* Every Surprise Major Method has two alternative bobs, one with 

Fourth’s Place and the other with Sixth’s.*
‘ Sixth’s Place bobs are of little value in Second’s Place Methods, 

and Fourth’s Place bobs are almost entirely used, but there arc 
Methods in which the latter will not give a true peal (e.g., Sil- 
chester) and others where they cause a bell to lie still for four blows. 
These four blows for very many years have been allowed by the 
Exercise in the case of Kent Treble Bob, and are not nearly so objec­
tionable in practice as they seem to be in theory*. On the whole. 
Fourth’s Place is much the better bob of the two, but the Sixth’s Place 
can be used if preferred.

‘ With Eighth’s Place Methods the Sixth’s Place is the normal, but 
the alternative is usually just as good and sometimes better. Either 
may in cases cause a bell to lie still for four blows, and in some 
Methods one or the other will not give a true peal. In MS. Methods 
the Lead End is the same as in Kent Treble Bob, and when the 
incidence of the falseness does not fall in the first, second or seventh 
Leads, there is an enormously greater scope for composition with the 
Fourth’s Place Bob than with the Sixth’s Plaoe. With GS, HS, JS, 
KS and LS methods, the Fourth’6 Place opens a field for composition 
which is not only very large, but is practically untouched, and it adds 
very often to the interest of the Method in ringing, since five bells 
are. affected by the bob and it puts their work backwards or forwards 
two, tbpee or four leads.'

‘ Although we have given what seems to us to be the better of the 
two alternative bobs to each Method, there is no reason why the 
other should not be used if it is preferred; and there is 110 reason 
why any Method should always be rung with the same bob. A Method 
like Double Norwich could quite well be rung with a Fourth’s Place 
Bob, which would give a very interesting variation from the ordinary 

: practice.* * ,
It will be seen that we have taken a somewhat cautious attitude, 

for we think that anything provocative or contentious is out of place 
in a standard text book, but our personal opinion is considerably 
more definite. It tnay not be logical to allow both fourth’s and sixth’s 
place bobs in eighth’s place methods, and to discourage sixth’s place 
bobs in second’s place methods, but we are certain that experience 
teaches that these latter are objectionable and at the best makeshifts. 
Few would have anything to say against ringing Double Norwich 
with a fourth’s place bob, but all would cry out against the use of 
sixth’s place bobs in Bob Major. Sixth’s place bobs in a second’s 
place method have only been used i»  three instances, and in every 
case because the fourth’s place bob "would not work or was supposed 
to create some defect.

A standard call is to 6ome extent a part of the method, but there is 
110 reason why suitable variations should not be introduced into any 
method.

The natural position of the bob in any method with one hunt is at 
the change between the leads. In some instances this is necessary for 
the truth of the composition. There is no rule to prevent a bob being 
made anvwliere that mav be convenient.

ERNEST C. S. TURNER.
J. ARMIGER TROLLOPE.
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
(Continued from page 172.)

III. THE FOUNDATION.
When he had decided in his mind that the Exercise 

needed a Central Council; Arthur Heywood realised that 
the formation of such a body was a task which he him­
self would have to undertake practically unaided.

His success in what he set out to do was so rapid and 
so complete that we can very easily overlook the diffi­
culties of his task. The Exercise had not changed dur­
ing the five years which had followed the complete failure* 1 
of the earlier attempt. The great mass of the ordinary 
ringers in town and village were indifferent to any such 
scheme. Their opinion is summed up in the question 
which was asked scores of times, then and later, though 
never to obtain information: W hat good would it do ? 
The old societies had not abandoned their attitude of hos­
tility and dislike of any new body. This opposition was 
most active and vocal in London, but it had the support 
o f the majority o f the old-established bands in the coun­
try, and was based on  the age-long traditions and pre­
judices of the Exercise. It was only from the small 
minority of men who were influenced by new- ideas that- 
Heywood could look for support, and, fortunately, they 
practically controlled the great territorial associations, 
for, though he fully intended to carry the thing through 
by himself, he could not act unless he had at least the 
nominal assent and co-operation of the Exercise.

The way in which he first introduced his scheme was 
extraordinarily clever. On February 28th, 1889, Henry 
Johnson, of Birmingham, reached his eightieth birthday. 
Heyyvood had formed a deep and sincere liking and re­
spect for the old gentleman, and to celebrate the event 
he gave a dinner at the Colonnade Hotel, Birmingham, 
to which he invited the chief ringing officer of each county 
or diocesan association, or such delegate as he might 
appoint.

The dinner followed the usual course, but toward the 
close Heywoocf, in thanking the company for drinkings his 
health, brought forward five resolutions which he asked 
them to adopt.

The first was : ‘ That this meetin'g, while failing to see 
the advantages of a National Ringers’ Association, is of 
opinion that great benefit would accrue to the Exercise 
if a committee consisting o f one or more selected mem­
bers from each association could meet from time to time 
to consider and decide such ringing matters as are a 
cause of perplexity.’

The second resolution declared: ‘ That this meeting is 
o f opinion that the advantages attending the establish­
ment of a General Ringers’ Benefit Society would not be 
great enough to outweigh the immense difficulty of col­
lecting and administering the funds in a satisfactory 
manner. ’

The third was : ‘ That in the opinion of this meeting 
the indefiniteness o f many of the terms at present in use, 
more especially in the scientific treatment of campano- 
logy, imperatively demands the attention of the Exercise 
with a view to their revisal and improvement.’

The fourth: ‘ That this meeting, approving the whole­
some rivalry which has been established between the 
various ringing associations in the number of peals an­
nually recorded by each, is o f the opinion that the regis­
tration (in the tabular list of peals) of any performance in 
the name of more than one such association is destructive 
o f fair comparison.’

The final one was : 1 That this meeting considers it 
eminently desirable that there should be some authorita­
tive definition as to the extent of departure from absolute 
correctness of ringing which may be permitted in a true 
peal.’

The first two resolutions were, of course, the really 
important ones. They approved the general idea of a 
Council, and got rid of two alternative plans, both of 
which had supporters in the Exercise and might have 
been rivals of the plan Heywood had in his mind. The 
two were a National Association with unlimited mem­
bership, and a Ringers’ Benefit Society.

The other three resolutions were brought forward prob- 
ably to show what sort of things the proposed Council 
would deal with. They were matters on which Heywood • 
had already formed definite opinions, and, in fact, were 
among the earliest things brought before the Council.

The resolutions were, of course, carried unanimously. 
They probably would in a:ny case have been passed by 
the particular body of men \hen present, but, after having 
enjoyed a man’s hospitality and (it is to be supposed) 
reached the benevolent stage which comes at the . end of 
a good dinner, the company could hardly have rejected 
the resolutions proposed by their host.

Heywood had now got the authority he needed to act, 
and his guests went back to their own associations prac­
tically pledged to secure for him their support.

Each association was asked to bring the first of the 
Birmingham resolutions before its annual meeting and 
to signify its approval. Many of them did so, and when­
ever it was proposed it was passed. There'seems to have 
been very little enthusiasm, but that really did not matter.' 
In those days, when communications were very scanty, 
it was usually,only once a year that the associations in 
the rural districts, like the Norwich Diocesan, or the 
Devonshire, or the Oxford Diocesan held a general meet­
ing. At such times the men from the villages and small 
towns sat tongue-tied and accepted anything that the few 
men, who really ran the society, proposed. They might 
not always agree,, but they kept their opinions for the 
time when they went with their own fellows to have a 
drink at the public-house. If men like Earle Bulwer, 
Captain Moore and Gervase Holmes supported the new 
Council, nothing else much mattered so far as the Nor­
wich Diocesan Association was concerned.

All the Exercise was not equally inarticulate. The 
Lancashire men appeared at first as^if they intended to 
reject the scheme. On the other hand, in the W est 
Riding of Yorkshire, where conservative opinions might 
have been expected to be strong^ the new Council was 
welcomed. Here we may, no doubt, see the result of the 
influence of the brothers Snowdon and of Charles Henry 
Hattersley, who, though he was an inheritor of old tradi­
tions and old prejudices, was genuinely open to new ideas.

Heywood’s personal influence secured the support of 
the Midland Counties Association and of the Birmingham 
men. ’ The latter, in the circumstances, was one o f the 
most important.

There remained the hardest problem o f all—London. 
In those years the Society of College Youths and, to a 
hardly less degree, the Society o f Cumberland Youths, 
enjoyed reputations and a prestige based on their long 
histories, which were without parallel in the provinces. 
Both societies had bands which could ring Stedman 
Cinques excellently well, and, to the country ringer, who 

(Continued o n  next page.)
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seldom had an opportunity of entering a twelvO-bell tower, 
Stedman Cinques was on a lofty plane to which he hardly 
dare aspire. A Central Council which did not include the 
College Youths was hardly thinkable, and yet, as we 
have seen, the members as a whole were actively opposed 
to the whole thing. If the resolution had come before the 
society in the ordinary way it would (we cannot doubt) 
have been rejected.

Heywood evidently quite understood this, so he took 
advantage of the fact that he was a member and went up 
to London and himself moved the resolution. The per­
sonal intervention succeeded. The society was anything 
but enthusiastic, and Muskett and others, as might have 
been expected, wer6 very critical. Heywood got his way, 
not because he convinced the members of the value of his 
scheme, but partly because of the prestige a man of his 
social position naturally enjoyed, and partly because, for 
all the many and great differences between him and them, 
there were important points where he and the best of 
them did come into very close contact. His natural con­
servatism could appreciate their reliance on tradition, and 
there was more than one of them for whom he had a 
real liking and respect. No one could be long in the 
company of Matthew W ood without recognising a man 
of outstanding personality and character. James Pettit 
was always a gentleman in the best sense of that very 
difficult word. Edwin Horrex was a lovable man. W il­
liam Cooter might appear hard, but he had a great ring­
ing career behind him. All the College Youths, of course, 
were not the equals of these men. Muskett was merely 
truculent, and Robert Haworth, who pulled more strings 
among the London. ringing underworld, and controlled 
more paid ringing than anyone else, was rather sly and 
oily. ‘ Treacle,’ the younger members called him. Hey­
wood, however, made good his position in the society, 
and throughout his career he always acknowledged its 
outstanding position. It can hardly be said that he ever 
received any particular support from it in his work on the 
Council.

Heywood had now got a general approval from the as­
sociations, and the next step was to ask them to send 
one or two representatives to a meeting in London so 
that a definite scheme might be sanctioned. It met at the 
Inns of Court Hotel in Lincoln’s Inn Fields on Easter 
Tuesday, April 8th, 1890. Forty-four men had been 
selected to represent twenty-nine societies, and forty 
turned up. Only three o f them are still alive to-day, and, 
curiously, all three represented London societies— Mr.
H. R. Newton for the St. James’ Society, and Messrs. 
F. E. Dawe and R. T. Woodley fpr the College Youths. 
O f the others, the best remembered are C. H. Hattersley 
(Yorkshire), F. E. Robinson and J. W . Washbrook 
(Oxford Diocesan), A. P. Heywood and J. W . Tavlor 
(Midland Counties), H. J. Elsee (Lancashire), G.^F. 
Attree and C. D. P. Davies (Sussex County), H. 
Bastable (St. Martin’s, Birmingham), Leonard Proctor 
(Herts), R. S. Story (Durham and Newcastle), F. G. 
Newman and T. L. Papillon (Essex), E. W . Carpenter 
(Kent), H. Earle Bulwer and Captain Moore (Norwich 
Diocesan), and G. B. Lucas (Middlesex).

Heywood was, of course, the chairman, but not before 
a rather significant episode took place. After Earle 
Bulwer had suggested his name, John Rogers, one o f the

Cumberland Youths, proposed Leonard Proctor instead. 
Rogers was a rather disputatious person, something of 

, the style of George Muskett, and his action was evidently 
meant to tell Heywood that he need not think he was 
going to be the boss and have everything his own way. 
Heywood took it as such, and disclaimed the least in­
clination to lead in any particular, but everyone, includ­
ing himself, knew he was the only possible man for the 
job. Proctor, who was content to let others do the bob 
calling in his own belfry, was the last man to desire the 
office.

Until the meeting no details of any scheme had been 
made public. Heywood had sought and obtained ap­
proval for a general idea and did not want to jeopardise 
it by differences of opinion on how it should be carried 
out. But he had prepared a draft scheme in full detail 
and had already submitted it to some of his friends. This 
scheme was put before the meeting as a basis o f discus­
sion, and after some unimportant amendments was 
adopted. It settled the constitution of the Council and 
the rules under which it worked until the recent revision.

So the Council was formed, but it remained to be seen 
whether it would justify its existence. Heywood had 
successfully accomplished the first part of his task, but 
he had still to guide the Council through the difficulties 
and dangers of its youth.

T H E  L A N C A S H I R E  A S S O C I A T I O N .
COMMITTEE MINUTES.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—It might interest you to have a- few notes from our 

committee minutes.
February 9th, 1889.—That a deputy from this association be sent 

to attend the Johnson Birthday Celebration at Birmingham 011 
February 28th, 1889, in response to an invitation issued by A. Percival 
Heywood, Esq., to all associations and guilds in the country. That 
Mr. A. E. Holme, vice-president, be appointed to represent the associa­
tion. Failing his inability to attend, Mr. R. Wreakes be sent. That 
all necessary expenses be paid. *

At the quarterly meeting 011 April 27th, 1889, Mr. Holme gave a 
report of the proceedings. The proposed Central Ringing Council w'as 
discussed and was adopted, subject to approval of tjie annual meeting. 
The annual meeting was held on October 12th. It was resolve'd that 
the association join the -Central Ringing Council and that the Rev.
H. J. Elsee and Mr. G. Longden be appointed representatives on the 
provisional committee of the Central Council.

April 26th, 1890.—After hearing the report of the Rev. H. J. Elsee 
and Mr. G. Longden, it was resolved that the travelling expenses 
be paid.

You will see from tlw above the Lancashire Association wa6 in it 
from the beginning. (Muon Elsee attended all meetings (except about 
two w'hen he was in South Africa on a mission) until the time of his 
death, although he was not at the £irnnngham dinner. The scheme 
seemed from the beginning to be favourable to the association.

W. H. SHUKER.
106, Bank Street, Clayton, Manchester 11.

T R E B L E  BOB.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The advantages of the lengthening lead plan (on which 
I see both Mr. Dench and Mr. Harvey have agreed), together with 
the lesser point about contiguous places, were the only reasons for 
my mentioning Treble Bob in the discussion of Surprise methods. I 
think this fact was evidently not appreciated by some of the sup­
porters of Treble Bob.

Good striking, which depends 011 the band, and bells at least good 
enough to bo heard properly, are essentials; but these are only factors 
concerned with individual performances. To introduce them as argu­
ments for or against any particular method is, to my mind, very 
unsound reasoning. The use of such arguments cannot carry very 
strong conviction in favour of the case thev are intended to support.

C. W. WOOLLEY.
Bushey.

OXFORD.—On Tuesday, March 25th, at New College, a quarter- 
peal o f Grandsire Doubles (10 different callings) by W . H. B. Leese 
1-2, J. E. Spipe (conductor) 3-4, *Miss W. Laws 5-6. *  First quarter- 
peal. Rung in celebration of the ringer of 1-2 having passed his 
‘ finals.’ #
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M R . C. L .  R O U T L E D G E .
SEVENTY-FIFTH BIRTHDAY RINGING.

On Monday, March 31st, Mr. C. L. Routledge, Who is one of the 
foremost and best known ringers in the North of Englandj^celebrated 
his seventy-fifth birthday, and in honour of the event an attempt for 
a peal of "Bob Major on handbells was arranged by members of the 
Durham and Newcastle Association. Unfortunately one of the band 
was kept busy at ‘ the works * and after a long wait a 720 Bob Minor 
was rung by C. L. Routledge 1-2, \V. H. Barber (conductor) 3-4, E. 
Wallace 5-6. As Mr. Wallace’s 21st birthday had fallen 011 the pre­
vious Friday, there were mutual congratulations going round.

BARNSLEY AN D DISTRICT SOCIETY.
MEETING AT DARFIELD.

The April meeting of the Barnsley and District Society was held 
at Darfield on Saturday, April 5th, and members attended from 
Eastwood, Felkirk. Wath and the local company.

The reading room was placed at the disposal of the ringers during 
the afternoon and evening, and the handbells were brought into action 
and made very good use of.

The Rector, the Rev. H. Drown, spent most of the afternoon with 
the ringers, and it being the first time he had witnessed any handbell 
ringing, he appreciated it very much. He expressed the opinion that 
it was nice to be able to keep the art going in this way. It kept 
the members together and the flag flying so that when the time came 
they would be able to go back to the towers ready for action.

A11 apology \yas received from the president, Mr. E. Brookes, for 
absence, as he was on duty as a fire spotter.

A vote of thanks to the Rector for all he had done and for the 
welcome he had given the society was passed, and, in reply, he said 
he was pleased to welcome the society once more to Dartield. He 
regretted that owin«* to conditions which all present knew quite wrell 
he could not provide the usual tea which added so much to the 
meetings. He felt that instead of entertaining the ringers lie himself 
had been entertained by the handbell ringing, but he hoped it would 
not be long before bellringing would be resumed.

Tea was served at the Cross Keys Hotel at 5.15, after which, the 
members returned to the reading room for further handbell ringing.

The methods rung during the afternoon and evening wrere Plain, 
Double, Reverse and St. Clement’s Bob Minor, Oxford Treble Bob 
Minor, Grandsire Triples, Plain Bob Major, Plain and Little Bob 
Major Spliced, Plain, Reserve and Double Bob Major Spliced, and 
Plain and Gainsborough Major Spliced.

It was decided to hold the next meeting at Sandal, near Wakefield, 
on Saturday, May 10th.

IN  A N D  O U T  O F  C O U R S E .
To the Editor.

Sir,—Your correspondent X .Y .Z. refers to the terms ‘ in-course 
and ‘ out-of-course ’ as being J proper and historical.’

Ringers know what they stand for, but I have often wondered 
where they came from, because one of these terms, namely, ‘ out-of- 
course,’ is much older than change ringing. In Psalm 82, second half 
of verse 5, are till words ‘ all the foundations of the earth are out 
of course' It is the same both in the Authorised Version 1611 and 
in tlie Prayer Book Version of the Psalms (attributed to Coverdale 
about 1549). The point is that it could not have applied to rows 
and changes at first, but might have been borrowed to express 
sometliing not understood. Perhaps one of our clerical ringers could 
explain tiiis term for us. P. LAFLIN.

25, Hallam Street, Stockport. *

A N  E N D O W M E N T  F O R  B E L L  R O P E S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. Arthur Wright, continuing his articles 011 the 
4 Church Bells of Monmouth ’ 111 the last issue of the ‘ Arcliselogia 
Cembrensis,’ the journal of the Cambrian Archaeological Association, 
mentions some very interesting details of the six bells of St. .Bridget's',. 
Skenfritli, Mon. *

The bells were cast by Thomas Rudhall in 1764, and the treble has 
the ob. of George II. halfpenny 011 waist. On the second bell is 
the couplet, ‘ When you us ring#we’ll sweetly sing.’ I don’ t remember 
a similar instance of Rudhall using this. ,

A pie^e of land comprising about 4 acres near Blackbrook is called 
Ynys-y-Glock and Ynys-y-Egiwys (Bell and Church Meadow), the 
profits of which were for the repair of the church and maintaining 
ropes for the bells. In 1691 it was let by the churchwardens to 
Richard Morgan, wheelwright, for 99 years, at a vent of 20s., he 
agreeing to keep the bells in order. In 1785 Sir John Briggs pur­
chased it for £63, and joined it with his lawn, pulling down a house 
on it and cutting down the timber. It was sold in 1825 with the 
estate to Edward Barker, who on demand gave £1 to buy bell ropes.

A commission, under the chairmanship of Lord Brougham, which 
was set up on a petition from the parishioners, recommended that 
action be taken to recover this land, but no action was ever taken 
by them. Does any reader know of any similar instance where land 
was given for the repair and upkeep of bell ropes?

EDWARD J. THOMAS.
Elephant and Castle, Carmarthen.

LOUGHBOROUGH
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THE EDITOR.
W e are pleased to state that the Editor continues to 

make satisfactory, although slow, progress toward re­
covery. He is still in hospital.

Once again he desires to thank his many friends for 
their kind inquiries and good wishes.

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
To-day is the twenty-fifth anniversary of the death of Sir Arthur 

Heywood, an account of whose life and work for the Exercise and 
the Central Council is appearing in our columns.

We have received a letter from Mr. William Keeble, who is still in 
hospital at Colchester. He tells us that he is keeping fairly well, but 
has suffered from a number of fits, the last attack a rather bad one. 
Fortunately he was in bed at the time. All ringers will extend to 
Mr. Keeble their sympathy' and good wishes. In his time he lias 
taken part in many splendid performances, including double-handed 
Surprise (London, Brist^j, Cambridge and Superlative) and the record 
peal of London Surpris'e on tower bells.

The * funny man ’ of ‘ The Suffolk Chronicle and Mercury 5 Writes .
‘ One of the few advantages of this dreadfully noisy war is, it has, 
closed down the belfries and given us a bit of peace on practice 
nights’ But when it’s over perhaps I ’ll be more friendly to an hour 
or so’s racket once a week. The bellringers may have funny ideas 
of pleasure, but the Government lug-plugs ought to-be handy when 
the beHringers get really busy on their Grandsires, Triple Bob 
Majors,'or whatever they call ’em.*

On April 13th> 1914, the record peal of Kent Treble Bob Royal, 
14,000 clianges, was rung at Ashton-under-Lyne. Arthur E. Pegler 
rang the tenor and Samuel Wood conducted from the treble. The 
composition w*s John Reeves’ peal, slightly varied by Henry Johnson.

Three years earlier on April 17th in the same tower and by much 
•the same band the record peal of Kent Maximus was accomplished. 
Samuel Wood called this from the ninth, and the tenor was rung 
by James George.

We have just heard from Mr. George .that, though at times he lias 
not been at all well, he is at present as well as can be expected. He 
naturally feels the loss of nis leg tremendously, and though he has 
been to th6 expense of an artificial limb, it is quite useless to him.

A gallant attempt to ring 22,096 changes of Double Norwich Major 
at Heptonstall on April 14th, 1928, failed after about 18,360 changes 
had been rung in 10 hours and 36 minutes.

The first peal of Bob Major in Ireland was conducted by James 
W. Waslibrook at Arklow on April 14tli, 1906.

In view of the correspondence now appearing in our columns, it is 
interesting to notice that on April 15th, 1813, 6,272 changes of Oxford 
Treble Bob Major were rung at St. Giles’ , Norwich, with sixth’s 
place bobs.

Yesterday was the anniversary of three famous peals in addition 
to that at Ashton-under-Lyne just mentioned. In 1820 the Birming­
ham men rang the then longest peal of Treble Twelve; in 1900 a peal 
of Superlative, 9,312 changes, was run" at Irthlingborough; and in 
1769 the Norwich Scholars rang the first peal of Double Norwich 
Royal

To-day is the anniversary of some famous peals. In 1737 the 
Painswick men rang 12,006 Grandsire Caters; in 1874 the Cumber- 
lands rang 13,440 Double Norwich Major at Romford; and in 1927 the 
Lancashire Association rang the record peal of Oxford Treble Bob 
Major, 17,824 changes, at Heptonstall.

James R. Haworth was born on April 21st, 1821. He lived to a 
great age and died just before the last war.

Fifty years ago to-day nine peals were rung. They consisted of 
Grandsire Triples 2, Caters 1, Union Triples 2, Stedman Triples 1 , 
Kent Treble Bob Major 1, and Double Norwich Court Bob Major 2.

The Stedman Triples was rung- by the College Youths at St. 
Andrew’s, Wells. Street, on the bells and in the steeple which have 
since been moved to Kingsbury.

One of the peals of Double Norwich was conducted by Mr. George 
Williams and rung at Reigate on Dr. Arthur B. Carpenter’s birthday.

S T . G I L E S ’,
DESTRUCTION OF

C R I P P L E G A T E
THE FAMOUS BELLS.

It is now confirmed that the worst has happened to the famous 
ring of twelve at St. Giles’ , Cripplegate. Mr. R. F. Deal informs us 
t littt eight of the bells which were in the steeple have now been taken 
down. Several of them, including the tenor, are badly damaged, in 
most case3 being split across the crown. Very little is left of the 
other five.
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MR. A. J. HARRIS.
LEICESTER HINGE® DECORATED FOR BRAVERY.

Tn the course of a recent investiture at Buckingham Palace, the 
King bestowed the medal of the Order of the British Empire 011 Mr. 
Alfred James Harris for bravery during an air raid at Leicester last 
November.

Mr. Harris was the leader of a voluntary A.R.P. rescue squad 
operating in the thick of the bombing.

The ‘ London Gazette ’ officially states that ‘ the Medal of the Civil 
Division of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire ’ was 
awarded Mr. Harris ‘ for 
meritorious service.’ 4 He 
was the leader of a  volun­
tary A.R.P. rescue party 
operating in the thick of 
the bombing. He and. his 
party succeeded, in rescu­
ing over twenty casualties 
from dangerous buildings.
Mr. Harris did splendid 
work. He worked con­
tinuously foe ten hours 
until he was exhausted.
It was undoubtedly duo to 
his splendid leadership and 
disregard to -his own per­
sonal safety that his squad 
was 60 successful m their 
efforts.’

Mr. Harris is a well- 
known member of the 
Midland Counties Associa­
tion and the Leicester 
Cathedral: Society. He is 
a member of the Central 
Council. Ho began his 
ringing career in 1902 and 
joined the Midland Coun­
ties Association in 1908.
He was secretary of the 
Leicester Branch from 1909 
to 1911 and president from 
1924 to 1938. He was 
elected representative on 
the Central Council in 1936.

He is also a past president of the Leicester Branch of the National 
Federation of Master Painters and Decorators of England and Wales, 
and holds several offices in the Decorating Section of the Leicester 
College of Arts and Crafts.

From 1915 to 1919 he served in the Royal Field Artillery.
The Exercise will congratulate Mr. Harris on the honour His Majesty 

lia ĵ conferred on him.

S I L C H E S T E R  S U R P R I S E .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—1 thank Messrs. Trollope and Turner, o f the Methods 
Committee, for their reply to my letter of April 4th, but it does no! 
alter the remark they made on the above method in their letter of 
March 28th.

The second paragraph contain* remarks I have heard many times 
over, as to short courses, 4 In and 5th, etc.’ I agree they are not 
compulsory and am pleased to know that efforts are being made to 
break away ill 4 spliced ringing ’ from the 4 three lead plan.’

I know they are experienced 4 spliced peal ringers,’ but personally 1 
found no difficulty in the only two attempts I have ever made, with­
out practice, beyond just a course or two at perhaps just the tail 
end of a district meeting.

As to Berkeley Surprise, I suppose it is the usual matter of opinion. 
Ask tliosc who have rung a peal of it.

GEORGE WILLIAMS.
1, Chestnut Avenue, Eastleigh, Hants.

H A N D B E L L  R IN G IN G  F O R  B E G IN N E R S .
To the Editor. 4

Dear Sir,—Care should be taken when instructing beginners with 
handbells, either double-handed or single-handed, to teach 011 the 
proper lines, otherwise the effort will be wasted when the time comes 
for those same persons to see what they can do in the tower. They 
will be all at sea. I know a case of a naan tapping Surprise methods 
who could not ring them in the steeple.

New ideas are iul right if the ringer is brought on to understand 
change ringing so tfiat when the war is over he can take his place 
in the tower on one bell. Put a clapper stay across six or eight 
bells and practice on them. These 6tays are easily made. I will 
forward a sketch to anyone sending me a stamped envelope.

J. HUNT.
Taunton.

r

DEATH OF MR. ARTHUR DEAN.
WELL-KNOWN SURREY RINGER.

W c much regret to announce the death of Mr. Arthur Dean, of 
Leatherhead, who passed away peacefully on Sunday, April 6th, 
leaving a widow, three sons and six daughters to mourn their loss.

The funeral took place at Leatherhead. on Thursday, April 10th, , 
and at the conclusion of the service in church, which was conducted 
by the Vicar (the Rev. G. H. B. Coleridge), a course^ of Grandsire 
Triples on handbells was rung by four of the local company.

Among the many floral tributes were wreaths from  the Surrey 
Association, the Guildford Diocesan Guild, and the local ringers.

In addition to the family mourners and friends, there were present 
representative* of the Surrey Association (Mr. E. G. Talbot), the 
Guildford Diocesan Guild (Mr. A. H. Pulling), the Ashtead company 
(Mr. J. Hoyle), the Cobliam company (Mr. W. James) and the local 
band.

Arthur Dean was born on September 16th, 1864, at the village of 
Down Ampney in Gloucestershire, and at an early age learned to ring 
on the five bells in the village steeple. The local band rang Grand­
sire Doubles from memory, and he first became acquainted with real 
change ringing at Beenhani, Berks, about 1890. In 1892 he went to 
London and joined the St. Margaret’s company, the Waterloo Society 
and the Cumberland Youths. His first peal (Grandsire Caters) was at 
St. Margaret’s, Westminster, in 1693. Ill 1896 he came to Leatherhead 
and ever since was a member of the local band.

He was a good striker and had but a poor opinion of any ringer 
who was not. Being of splendid physique, he usually was at the 
back end, and rang several badly going tenors to peals, including St. 
Sepulchre’s, Holborn, and Kingston-on-Thames, but he was equally 
at home on a light bell. His peals "numbered about 250 in various 
methods, Grandsire Caters being his favourite, especially when in the 
handstroke position with the 6tli behind the 8th.

In 1923, on the death of Mr. Marks, he was elected captain of the 
local band and held the office until his death. He was instrumental 
in getting the bells reliung in 1924-. He was a vice-jiresident of the 
Surrey Association~Stnd a foundation member of the Guildford Diocesan 
Guild. : *  HIS WORK FOR THE EXERCISE.

. The death of Arthur Dean removes a ringer who over a long period 
has done yeoman service for the Surrey Association, which two or 
three years ago expressed it| recognition by electing him as a vice- 
president.

As leader of Leatherhead tower, Mr. Dean had round him a loyal 
and competent band, who kept up their regular service ringing and 
rang many peals in uie standard methods for the county organisation. 
Until the coming of the Guildford Diocesan Guild twelve years ago, 
Leatherhead had always been essentially a Surrey Association tower, 
although earlier, before the' county association came into being, it 
had joined the Winchester Diocesan Guild. Arthur Dean succeeded 
to the mantle of Stephen Brooker as conductor and for years he ruled 
the belfry with a firm hand. He was a blunt man. He said what he 
had to say without mincing words, but the fact that he always kept 
a band round him was proof that his plain speaking did not offend.

It was a great blow* to him when he became incapacitated by a 
disease which prevented his getting to the tower. In the days when 
ringing was permitted, he could he®* the bells from his home, and 
nothing gave him greater delight than to hear them well rung, or to 
have an old ringing friend drop in for a chat.

When the Guildford Diocesan Guild was formed, Arthur Dean came 
with the rest of his band readily into the new organisation, and he 
came without sacrificing any of his loyalties to his old love. It has 
been a lafting tribute to the whole of the ringers in that part of 
Surrey that for twelve years the Surrey Association and the Guildford 
Guild have worked in the friendliest relationship—at the outbreak 
of the war they were even seeking a closer working agreement—and 
in all this Arthur Dean gave his co-operation. For the last three or 
four years his burly form has been missed from the belfry at Leather­
head, but his heart was there, and to the end he retained the liveliest 
interest in ringing. '

H O L T ’S O R I G I N A L  A T  C A M B R ID G E .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Notwithstanding the evidence Mr. T. E. Slater brings 
forward in your last issue, I  think it is certain that the Holt’s Original 
at Cambridge in 1797 was conducted by James Bartlett, the College 
Youth of Kensington, and not by John Bowtell, the Cambridge book­
seller. .

My authority is the peal book of^Jie Cambridge Youths. That book, 
I believe, disappeared long since, but'about 100 years ago Edward 
Osborn made a verbatim copy of it, and I  used his copy when writing 
my recent account of Cambridge ringing. There is also independent 
and nearly contemporary corroboration in Parnell’s MS.

Mr. Slater quotes the peal board as giving Bowtell as conductor. 
I do not know if that board still exists, or if it is readable, or has 
been rewritten. A copy was given many years ago in ‘ Church Bells ’ 
in much the same words as in Mr. Slater’s letter. Jasper Snowdon 
used this copy and other people have followed him, but it seems that 
the man who made the copy misread the name which may have been 
almost illegible. Perhaps some of our Cambridge friends will tell us 
if the board is still there and if it can be read.

J. A. TROLLOPE.



M I D D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C I A T I O N .
SOUTH AND WEST DISTRICT.

The aiinual meeting of the.South and West- District of the Middlesex 
County Association was held at St.. Stephen’s Parish Hall, Ealing, on 
Saturday, April 5th, when about 30 members and friends were present 
from Brentford, Crayford, Ealing (Christ Church, St. Mary’ s and St. 
Stephen’s), Fulham,"Hillingdon (St. John’s), Harrow, Kenton, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, Ruislip, Twickenham and Walthamstow.

The annual committee meeting preceded the tea. The proceedings 
were opened by a well-struck touch on the handbells and a few prayers 
by the Vicar of Twickenham. The annual general meeting followed, 
presided over by the president, Preb. W. P. Cole Sheane, supported 
by the Rev. W. Paton (St. Lawrence’s, Brentford), the -few T. Hyslop 
(curate-in-chargc, St. Stephen’s), Mr. J. A. Trollope (vice-president), 
Mr. C. T. Coles (general secretary), Mr. J. E. Lewis Cockey (district 
secretary) and others.

The secretary presented his annual report, which stated that during 
the past year three meetings had been held, at Heston, Brentford 
and Ruislip. Five new members had been elected and none lost by 
death. Four churches 111 union with the district had been damaged by 
enemy action, but fortunately none seriously. As far as had been 
ascertained six members were 011 military service.

‘ We were all Very grieved,’ said Mr. Cockey, ‘ to hear recently of 
the serious illness of the Editor of “  The Ringing World,”  but it is 
pleasing to note that he is getting over his operaton, 'and wre alj 
hope that he may be soon fully restored to health, to carry on the 
good work lie is doing for ringing generally. The future is uncertain, 
but full of hope, and may it be that by the time our next annual 
meeting comes round, we shall be ringing the bells again, perhaps for 
final victory.’

The statement of accounts, presented by JVIr. E. C. S. Turner, 
showed a balance 8f £4 handed over to the Central Fund.

All the present officers were asked to remain in office, v iz .: Secre­
tary, Mr. J. E. Lewis Cockey; assistant secretary, Mr. W. G. Wilson; 
Ringing Master, Mr. G. M. Kilby ; Deputy Ringing Master, Mr. F. G. 
Baldwin; auditors, Messrs. E. C. S. Turner and A. H. Fulwell; com­
mittee, Messrs. C. S. Bird, H. C. Chandler and T. Collins. Two new 
members were elected, Mr. F. Humphreys and Miss P. Norman, of 
Heston.

The question was raised as to the place for future meetings, and it 
was left with tl§e secretary to try and arrange a meeting, probably in 
July, following the annual general meeting andsone proposed to be 
held by the North and East District in June. A cordial invitation 
was received from thfe Rev. W. Paton to hold the next annual meeting 
at Brentford, and this was accepted with the hope that by that time 
the bells might be ringing again.

The secretary was asked to write to the Vicar of St. Stephen’s and 
to Mr. Goldsmith expressing sympathy in their illnesses, and to the 
assistant secretary, Mr. Wint>n, on service, wishing him good luck. A 
welcome was extended by the vice-president to Preb. Cole Sheane, the 
Rev. W. Paton and the Rev. T. Hyslop, to which all suitably replied.

The president proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Mrs. and Miss 
Cockey and Miss Hastie, for arranging the tea, and to Mr. Good 
(verger) and his wife for arranging the hall, and complimented them 
all on the excellent arrangements made in face of difficulties. Mrs. 
Cockey suitably replied.

After the meeting handbell ringing was indulged in till about 7 
p.m., when a very pleasant meeting came to an end.

O N  F O R F I G N  S E R V T C F .
A LETTER FROM A REMOTE ISLAND. »

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Although my being stationed so far away bars me from 

teking any active part in the Exercise, I still follow wTitli great 
interest the achievements of those who are in a more fortunate 
position than myself. I admire their determination in carrying on 
despite the ban bn tower bells, the ‘ blitz ’ and other great draw­
backs and difficulties which they must meet at a time like this.

It is with deep regret that I read of some of our most ancient and 
beautiful churches being destroyed and to realise that modern, archi­
tecture will not be able to replace the beauty and history of those 
noble buildings.

I was very much interested in. an article on the ringing of the 
death bell. Since I have started ringing I have never heard it men­
tioned at any of the towers I have rung at, but I distinctly remember 
when I was in school, at such times when there was a funeral we used 
to listen for the tenor tolling three slow strokes for a man and two 
for a woman.

I was also interested in your list of where the curfew was still rung 
until the ban was imposed. I did not see Shrewsbury in that list. 
The curfew was rung at St. Mary’s every night after the clock had 
finished striking nine; the clock hammers were then lifted, the eighth 
was tolled for about two minutes and then set except on Saturday 
nights, when it was lowered ready for the clerk to use with the 
apparatus. After setting the eighth, the date of the 'month was 
struck 011 the tenor. The clock hammers were lifted because the 
church is close to the hospital.

It was with deep regret that I learned of Mr. J. S. Goldsmith’s 
serious illness. My latest * Ringing World ’ is dated March 7th and 
contains the news that he expects to go under the major operation

# (Continued in next column.)

H A N D B E L L  R IN G IN G  F O R  B E G IN N E R S .
* THE HIGHCLIFFE SOCIETY.

% To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—It was not my intention to make any comment, either 

on the letter from Mr. Bunco, or your recent editorial, but in order 
to clear up any wrong impressions which may have arisen as a result 
of these two articles, or even scepticism and hints of leg-pulling about 
reports of our progress, 1 feel I must make some reply.

First with regard to Mr. Bunce’s letter : where, may I ask him, 
have I stated that I have tried to make children, not in their ’teens, 
try to ring Double Norwich double-handed after a few practices? 
He is correct in saying that, some of our ringers are not in their • 
’ teens; he is also correct in saying that w-e have rung Double Norwich 
double-handed; but he is incorrect in combining these two statements, 
and most incorrect in stating that any of us have rung Double Norwich 
‘ after a few practices.*

And now, sir, a few comments 011 your editorial. Your first para­
graph, quoting from the account of one of our ‘ at homes,’ stated 
quite correctly that on a recent afternoon we rang courses on all 
numbers in the standard methods from Minor to Maximus, and half 
a uourse of Sextuples. But wc accomplished this only with the help 
of our visitors, and although we did not state it in our account, 
actually four members of our society and three visitors* attended that 
afternoon; and so to state as you did that ‘ we feel sure we are right 
in saying that never before in the whole history of the Exercise has 
one band at one time run^ such a wide and varied selections of 
methods * you are reading tar more into our account than we ever 
stated. Not only was a lot of what we rang that afternoon ‘ first 
attempts ’ for members of our society, but for our visitors as well; 
and never have»members of the society by themselves, as vet, rung 
anything more than Major. Such a misstatement in the editorial of 
a newspaper is bound to give very false impressions, and help to 
increase the scepticism and hints of leg-pulling with which our efforts 
are beng greeted in some quarters.

Later on you hint that we are employing ‘ short cuts to success.’ J 
quite agree that the more complex methods on handbells can only be 
accomplished ‘ by constant practice, close application, and a thorough 
knowledge of ringing in general and the special methods in par­
ticular.’ But this is exactly what we are doing : we study conducting, 
composing, method construction, shunts, effects of place making, and 
many other of the branches of ringing theory. And as for ‘ constant 
practice,’ many of us are getting four practices a week of about one 
and a half hours each, and when this is spread over six months we 
have had as much ringing as a lot of our handbell ringers get in as 
many years.

Nowhere have I hinted that practice and a thorough knowledge of 
ringing ‘ has largely been made unnecessary by a new system of 
teaching.’ Recently, in answer to one of your correspondents, I stated 
quite clearly that the methods we employ are ordinary commonsense 
methods. A knowledge of the difficulties which are peculiar to hand­
bell ringing, and the means of meeting them based on experience, 
coupled with constant and concentrated practice, is our formula for 
success, and not, as you appear to believe, a svstem which largely 
evades them. THE SECRETARY.

Highcliffe Society, Swindon.

j  (Continued from previous column.)
in a week’s time, which means as I  sit here writing this that the 
operation was performed a w*eek ago. I sincerely hope and trust that 
by the time this reaches you he will be well on his way to recovery 
and that he will soon be on the active list again.

A thought has just struck me. J  was wondering if I were your 
only reader in this island. If there are other ringers stationed here 
I should certainly like to drop across them. I have not met any so 
far; there are none in my own company now. When we were in 
England there were three more in the same company as myself, but 
much to my disappointment they were regraded as unfit for foreign 
service. While we were in England we thought of trying to buy or 
appealing for a small set of handbells, bu£ my going abroad spoilt 
our plans.

Being a member of the Shropshire Association and also of the 
Hereford Diocesan Guild, it is with regret that time after time I 
receive my * Ringing World ’ only to find that there is nothing in 
about either. It makes one wonder whether our associations are doing 
all they might be towards keeping the spark alight even if only hand­
bells are available. Personally, I would give quite a lot at the present 
moment for a touch on the handbells.

When we first landed in this country we were stationed in a large 
town for a few days, and the day before we left while 011 a route 
march I noticed a funeral in a cathedral burial ground. Later in the 
day as I was passing 011 my way into the town there were two bells 
being tolled. I am no musician, but to my mind they sounded like 
treble and tenor to a peal of eight. Tenor about 30 cwt. was my 
guess. I almost went up to investigate, but being a stranger in a 
strange land and not understanding the language deterred me, and T 
missed the opportunity. If I get back there at any time I slmll 
certainly try to find out more about them.

Well, I could ramble on for pages yet, but I have to finish some­
where, so it might as well be here. So, looking forward to bein* 
home in time for a victory peal, I will set. Thanking vou once again 

' JACK F. BUTLER.
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
A W O R T H Y  CANDIDATE.

Among the simpler methods in the Surprise Major 
group which are as yet generally unknown, Cornwall 
seems to be the one best fitted to become a standard 
method. It has been published three or four times, and 
the first peal was rung by the talented Helmingham band 
on October 19th, 1936, but its merits have not yet been 
recognised.

The method belongs to the Double Norwich family, 
and its good qualities are largely derived from its an­
cestry. Here is its pedigree. »

A. CO RNW ALL S
1 2  3 4 5 6 7 8 1 2  3 4 5 6 7 8
2 1 4  3 6 5 8 7 2 1 4  3 6 5 8 7
1 2  3 4 5 6 7 8 1 2  3 4 6 5 7 8
2 1 4  3 6 5 8 7 2 1 4  3 5 6 8 7

2 4 1.3 5 6 7 8 2 4 1 3  6 5 7 8
4 2 3 1 -65  8‘7 4 2 3 1 5  6 8 7
2 4 1 3  5 6 7 8 2 4  1 3 5 6 7 8
4 2 3 1 6  5 8 7 4 2 3 1 6 5 8 7

2 4 3 6 1 5 7 8 2 4 3 6 1 8  5 7
4 2 6 3 5 1 8  7 4 2 6 3 8 1 7  5
2 4 3 6 1 5  7 8 4 6 2 3 1 8  5 7
4 2 6 3 5  1 8 7 6 4 3 2 8 1 7 5

2 4 3 6 5 8 1 7 4 6 2 3 8 7 1 5
4 2 6 3 8 5 7  1 6  4 3 2 7 8 5 1
2 4 3 6 5 8 1 7 6  3 4 2 8 7 1 5
4 2 6 3 8 5 7 1 3 6 2 4 7 8 5  1

2 4 3 6 5 8 7 1 6  3 4 2 7 5 8 1
4 2 6 3 8  5 1 7 3 6 2 4 5 7 1 8
2 4 3 6 5 8 7  1 3 2 6 4 7 5 8 1
4 2 6 3 8 5 1 7 2 3 4 6 5 7 1 8

2 4 3 6 8  1 5 7 3 2 6 4 5 1 7  8
4 2 6 3 1 8 7 5 . 2 3 4 6 1 5 8 7
2 4 3 6 8  1 5 7 2 4 3 6 5 1 7 8
4 2 6 3  1 8 7 5 4 2 6 3 1 5 8 7

2 4 6  1 3 8 5 7 2 4 6 1 3  8 5 7
4 2 1 6 8 3 7 5 4 2 1 6  8 3 7 5
2 4 6 1 3 8 5 7 * 2  4 6 1 8 3 5 7
4 2  1 6 8 3 7 5 4 2 1 6  3 8 7 5

4 1 2 6 3 8 5 7 4 1 2 6 8 3 5 7
1 4 6 2 8 3 7 5  , ■ 1 4  6 2 3 8 7 5
4 1 2 6 3 8 5 7 4 1 2  6 3 8 5 7
1 4  6 2 8 3 7 5 1 4  6 2 8 3 7 5

1 6*4 8 2 7 3 5 1 6  4 8 2 7 3 5
First of all we write down a lead of Double Norwich, 

adding Sevenths when the treble lies behind, and so pro­
ducing Pershore Bob.

This we turn into a Treble Bob method by pricking 
every pair of rows twice, which will give us the lead 
above marked A.

fcV is a Surprise  ̂Major method, but it has no practical 
value since it is very false. It is, however, the founda­
tion of a large number of very excellent methods.

It is necessary to get rid of the falseness, and to do 
that there are scores- and, indeed, hundreds, of simple 
and obvious means.

In our present example Oxford places in 5-6 are made 
in the first two sections and, of course, in the correspond­
ing two sections in the second half-lead. That disposes 
of all the repetitions above the treble.

W e notice that in A below the treble the four bells in 
1-2-3-4 dodge cor^inuouslj' from the time the treble leaves 
3 -4  until it returns there again; this dodging lasts fpr 
four sections or sixteen changes. But sixteen changes is 
the number needed for a Treble Bob hunting, course on 
four bells, so that if the four bells hunt Treble Bob 
fashion among themselves, at the end of the four sec­
tions they will be in the same positions as they would be 
jf they had continuously dodged. That will get rid of 
the repetitions below the treble and give us a first-class 
Surprise method.

But it is capable of still further improvement. In the 
lead A, sixth’s place is made at the two cross sections 
marked X  and Z, and seventh’s place is made in the 
change marked Y. Notice that in all three instances 
5 -7-8 are together, and that each in turn makes a place. 
Whenever this happens in a method (and it ^ery fre­
quently does happen) eighth’s may be substituted for 
sixth’s at the two cross-sections, and fifth’s for seventh’s 
at the half-lead. This is one of the standard ways of 
varying a method, and makes no difference to its internal 
truth. ^

Those who are interested in the finer points of method 
construction may notice that this variation is a precisely 
similar one to the substituting a Treble Bob 
hunting course for continuous dodging in the 587 587 
other part of our example. A*t X , Y , and Z 578 857
the three hells 5,7,8 go through a Six, th e ----------------
changes at Y (which are below the treble) 758 587 
being .reversed. When we make the variation 785 857 
we substitute continuous d o d g i n g . ----------------

The value of making the variation in our 875 587 
method is that we get rid of. the excessive 857 857
dodging of A. Instead of 5-pull dodging w e ----------------
have 3-pull and single dodging.

Cornwall therefore is developed from the lead A by 
three very simple, operations. It is quite easy to “see 
many more which would give us methods. W e could 
have, for instance, two Plain backward hunting courses 
on the ^our front bells instead of the one Treble Bob 
hunting course. W e get them in Peterborough and in
I.eatherhead. And here is another rather more complex 

'ope.ration which may be compared with one in Bristol 
Surprise.

2436 2436 2436
4263 2346 4263
2436 3264 4623
4263 3624 6432

2436 6342 4623
4263 6432 4263
2436 4623 2436
4263 4263 4236

Examination and experiment will soon reveal many 
more variations both below and abo^e the treble, but 
Cornwall is much the best of the lot.

(To be continued.)
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'  V A R I A T I O N S  OF H O L T ’S  S IN G L E .
BROM CANON G. H. HIDOUT.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—A Holt’s Single has five bells lying still, while one pair 

of bells makes a change. The changing pair could be at six different 
points: 1-2, 2-3, 3-4, 4-5, 5-6, or 6-7. These mav be referred to as 
HI, H2, H3, H4, H5 and H6.

In HI the treble changes with the hunt be ll: this must, therefore, 
be made as the treble goes off the lead (back aNd hand). The first 
H would be called at the word ‘ go,’ and at the first change 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 
all lie still. The corresponding call (at half-way, or wherever used) 
brings the bells from 1235476 into the plain coprse. It is, therefore, 
the simplest, most familiar and safest way of getting over the Holt. 
It* has been used by G. Lindoff and o.thers.

H2 is the form used by Holt himself and by many others.
HI, H2, H4 and*H6 all produce twofold shunts.
H3 and H5 produce fourfold shunts; therefore, they could only be 

used in a series of four.
It is regarded as permissible to use two kinds of Holt in one peal, 

one being a plain lead single and the other a Bob single (used by
C. D. P. Davies and others).

If it were allowable to use H3 and H6 in the same composition, 
two perfect eight part peals could be produced.

No. 1.—Calls at 5, 5, 3, 5, 5, 5, 5, 2, 5, 5.
No. 2.—Calls at 5, 5, 4, 5, 5, 5, 5, 1, 5, 5.

Each seven times repeated.
All calls are Bob, cxcept the final call at the part end. The scale 

of part ends runs :—
H3 352476 H3 452367
H3 543267 ' H3 534276
H3 425376 H3 325467
H6 243576 H6 234567

In any two complementary parts the repeating bells, 6 and 7, will 
be six courses in the Hunt; six courses coursing each other, 6 after 7, 
or 7 after 6 as the case may be; and six courses apart. The composi­
tion has the irreducible number of 80 calls.

In H3 the bell which the treble turns makes 2nd’s, and into the 
Hunt. The bell which was in the Hunt works as in Holt’s Single. 
The two back M is  also work as in Holt’s Single.

The new work is that the bell which should dodge in 4-5 up lias 
only one blow in fifth’s place; and then makes second third’s place 
and returns to lead. And the bell which makes first third’s will take 
the place of the bell in 4-5 down; will have one blow in fifth’s, and 
return to lead.

In H5 the two bells in front work as in a common single. The bell 
which would dodge in 4-5 up works as in Holt’s Single. The bell 
which would dodge in 6-7 down also works as in Holt’s Single (7th’s 
place, one blow in sixth, 7th’s place again, and again one blow in 
6th; 7th’s place a third time, and down). The new wrork here is 
that the bell coming out of the Hunt may be said to have a single 
dodge in 4-7 down; and the bell which would be called ‘ Home ’ at 
a Bob has a single dodge in 7-4 up.

W. H.' Thompson once remarked that a regular eight-part peal is 
impossible with the ordinary calls. This is true because the linking 
up process involves long parts and short parts, making only a lop­
sided four-part as the result.

G. H. RIDOUT.
St. Alban’s, Johannesburg.
P.S.—Perhaps H3 should be called a * Middle Single,’ and H6 is 

really an * Extreme,* or * Single at the Back.’—G. H. R.

A  S U F F O L K  P E A L  A T T E M P T .
ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO. * 

Stowmarket, Friday.—On Tuesday la§t, the Stowmarket Junior 
Society of Ringers ascended the tower and pulled down for a peal of 
5,264 changes of Bob Major, when after ringing about 4,000 out of 
that number, unfortunately the sixth rope broke; but still not dis­
mayed, after a little rest and refreshment, they struck off a second 
time, when they rang and completed the peal in 3 hours and 10 
minutes. The band were stationed as under, viz.: William Stevens, 
jun., treble; Thomas Stevenson, second; John Elmer (^ho composed 
and conducted the peal), third; John Garnliam. fourth; Robert Cuth- 
bert, fifth; James Warner, sixth; William Stevens, sen., seventh; 
and George Easlea, tenor.

From ‘ The Suffolk Chronicle,’ March 13tli, 1841.

M O R E  R E M IN IS C E N C E S .
FIRST PEAL ATTEMPTS.

In the * Bell News ’ for 1892, page 79, the following appears:
‘ Little Heath, Essex. On Wednesday, April 27th, at St. James’ 
Church, four six-scores Bob Doubles, eight six-scores Grandsire, eight 
six-scores Antelope; F. Gillingham 1, W. Pye 2, E. Pye 3, W. Watson 
4, G. Pye (conductor) 5.J

I wonder when this appeared who could foresee that the names of 
three of this band would live as long as ringing lasts.

I first met them 42 years ago when they were frequent visitors to 
Eritli. I used to go over whenever they were coming, on the off chance 
of finding them one short, as I badly wanted to ring a peal of Double 
Norwich. This never happened.

I have fiever been a ‘ safe ’ ringer and my father for this reason 
had little patience with me. Whenever I broached the subject of a 
peal lie’ would reply, ‘ You shall have one when you ring without 
making so many trips.’ From w hat'I remember I did not improve, 
so one day I plucked up courage and asked Bill for one. Bill smelt 
a rat and said, ‘ What about your father? He ought to call it.’ I 
explained matters and he said, ‘ All right, come over on Sunday w eek; 
you shall have one.’ We rang it and I can picture him now telling 
me I rang very well.’

I wondered going home how the news would be received, as I had 
said nothing about it. However, when I broke it father was as 
pleased as I was and said, * It shows what you can do when you try.’ 
I think he admired my determination to ring a peal of Double Norwich 
if possible.

In after years I asked Bill for my firftt peals l>f Surprise. These 
opportunities were given as promptly as the Double Norwich, but 
were not as* successful. A rope broke in the Superlative, we met 
short for Cambridge and rang Stedman Triples (this, incidentally, was 
Bob’s 400th peal), and I forget what happened to the London.

It was also to liim that I made the request for my first peal of 
Treble Twelve. He rang few of these, and I waited a year or so for 
it to mature, but it came along one day at Waltham Abbey. There 
must have been several like myself in this peal for there were five 
‘ firsts ’ in it.

I told him one day I would like to ring a peal of Cambridge 
Maximus, but lacked the confidence to start without practice. He 
said at once, * I ’ ll get Tom to put a quarter-peal on one Sunday at 
Cripplegate.’ This came along in less than a month and the peal a 
fortnight later at Canterbury.

Mv last request was less than ten years ago for my son’s first peal 
of Spliced Surprise, and this was given him as promptly as those given 
to myself.

I have written • the above to try and show how willing he was to 
lielp the ordinary ringer. Mucn lias been written about his great 
performances, but very little about this side.

It needs someone far more able than me to try and do justice to 
Ernest Pye. Has there been so great a ringer in the history of the 
Exercise? I have on more than one occasion lost myself in ringing 
through watching him on a heavy bad going bell. And what a lovable 
man he was. Those who never knew him cannot begin to appreciate 
what they have lost. x

‘ Bob,’ we are thankful to say, is still with us, and we trust will be 
for many years. His name is honoured no less than ‘ Bill and Ernie/

E. B.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.
An enjoyable meeting of the Ancient Society of College Youths was 

held last Saturday, when a good number of members turned up, 
including the following members of H.M. Forces: Lieut. G. E 
Debenliam, Lance-Corpl. F. Shorter, Lance-Corpl. J. Waugh and 
Aircraftman 1. Nelson Elliott.

After the business meeting Stedman Triples and Caters and Bob 
Major were rung until 5 p.m., w-lien all adjourned for light refresh- 
n\£iit. Others present besides the officers were G. N. Price, J. M. 
Cripps, R  J. Cousins, E. F. Pike, E. A. Young, E. Murrell, R. _F. 
Deal, H. Langdon, W. H. Pasmore, H. G. Miles and J. A. Pryor.

H A N D B E L L S  F O R  S A L E .
Two octaves, F 19 to F, key of B flat, in oolished baize 

lined case.— -Write for particulars to L. Richardson, 43, 
Gilda Terrace, Rayne Road, Braintree, Essex-.

BHI.L. ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. rope  w o r k s , c r a n th a m

TROLLOPE'S  ‘COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A History of the Society

5/6 (post free) from .

‘ THE RINGING WORLD’ 1ROAD
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NOTICES.
M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— General 

annual meeting at Nottingham on Saturday, April 19th 
(12th not available). Handbells at St. Peter’s from 2 
o ’clock. Committee meet 2.45 in St. Peter’s vestryr 
Short service at 4 p.m., followed by tea and general 
meeting. Special business to be transacted, so it is hoped 
all members possible will attend.— Ernest Morris, Gen. 
Hon. Sec., 24, Coventry Street, Leicester.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— The an­
nual meeting will be held at St. Albans on Saturday, 
April 19th. Service in Cathedral 4 p.m., with address by 
the Dean. Ringing at the Abbey and St. Peter’s Church 
from 2.30 p.m. The belfry of the Abbey has been fitted 
with electric bells. A good tea at 5 -30, followed py busi­
ness meeting at the Waterend Barn, St. Peter’s Street. 
— G. W . Cartmel, Hon. Sec., Duffield, Russell Avenue, 
St. Albans.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION— Liverpool Branch. 
— A meeting will be held at Wool ton, Liverpool, on 
Saturday, April 19th. The tower bells and handbells 
will be available from 3 p.m. Service at 5 p.m., fol­
lowed by tea and meeting.— G. R. Newton, 57, Ampthill 
Road, Liverpool, 17.

S U F F O L K  G U IL D .— The annual meeting will be 
held at St. Mary-le-Tower bfelfry, Ipswich, on Saturday, 
April 19th. Committee 3 p.m. General meeting 3 .30. 
— H . G. Herbert, Hon. Sec., 6 1 , Acton Lane, Sudbury, 
Suffolk.

O X F O R D  DIO CESAN G U IL D .— Sonning Deanery 
Branch.— Annual meeting at Wokingham, Saturday, April 
19th. Service in All Saints’ Church 4 p.m. Tea and 
meeting S t. P a u l ’ s Parish Room 4.45 . Handbell ringing 
in All Saints’ tower, 3.15 and after tea.— W . J. Paice, 
Hon. Sec., Merrel, California, Wokingham.

NO R W ICH  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION— The an­
nual general meeting for the election of officers will be 
held at Norwich on Saturday, Apfil 19th. St. Giles’ bells 
and handbells in St. Peter’s belfry from 2.30 p.m. 
Service, St. Peter Mancroft, 4.30 ; tea, St. Peter Mancroft 
Hall, 5 ; business meeting 5.30.— F. Nolan Golden, Gen. 
Sec., 26, Brabazon Road, Norwich.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S. —  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, April 26th. 
Members will meet at the Two Brewers, Shoe Lane, 
E.C.4, at 2.30. Business meeting and handbells at 15, 
Farringdon ^veriue, at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. See., 
Branksome, Eversfield Road,- Reigate.

MEETING AT BUSHEY, Saturday, April 26th, at 
Girl Guides’ Studio, Falconer Road, 3.45 p.m. Excel­
lent opportunity for handbell practice in all methods and 
social gossip. Comfortable room. Tea arranged. Open 
to all interested in ringing. Good bus service.— C. H. 
Horton, 53 , Aldenham Road, Bushey, Herts Association.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TIO N .— Western Branch.— A meeting will be held at All 
Saints’ , Worcester, on April 26th. Service at 3.30 p.m., 
followed by business meeting.— Ernest F. Cubberley, 
Branch Hon. Sec., Park Cottages, Kempsey, near 
Worcester.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GU ILD— Daventry 
Branch.— A meeting will be held at Staverton on Satur­
day, April 26th. Tower and handbell ringing. Names 
for tea by Tuesday, April 22nd. Kindly bring your own 
sugar.— W . C. Moore, 5, Williams Terrace, Daventry, 
Northants.

O XFO RD  DIOCESAN GUILD.— East Berks and
South Bucks Branch.— The annual meeting ha% been ar­
ranged at Cookham on Saturday, April 26th. Handbells 
available. Guild service at 4 p.m. Tea at Royal Ex­
change at 5 p.m., Is. 3d. per head. Names must be sent 
by April 21st.— A. D. Barker, Cambridge, Wexham, 
Slough. % •

SURREY ASSOCIATION. — The annual general 
meeting will be held at Croydon on Saturday, April 26th. 
The tower of St. John’s will be open, with handbells avail­
able. A service will be held at 5 p.m., followed by tea 
and meeting. Please inform Mr. D. Cooper, 5, Harri­
son’s Rise, Croydon, if you require tea not later than 
April 22nd.— E .'G . Talbot, Hon. Sec.

SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAF­
FORD^—A meeting will be held at Wolverhampton on 
Saturday, April 26th. St. Peter’s belfry open from 2 
p.m. for handbell ringing. Service, with address, in 
church at 4.45. No arrangements made for tea. A room 
has been procured at the George Hotel, Wulfruna Street, 
for social evening with handbells from 6.30.— H . Knight, 
15, Rugby Street, Wolverhampton.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION— South-Eastern District— A 
meeting will be held on Saturday, April 26th, at Danbury. 
Service at 4.15. Tea 5 p.m., followed by business meet­
ing. Six ‘ silent ’ tower bells available from 3 p.m. 
Please send numbers for tea by Tuesday, April 22nd.—  
H. W . Shadrackj Hon. Dis. Sec., 48, Arbour Lane, 
Chelmsford. - v \ •

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION— Rochdale Branch. 
— A meeting will be held at St. Mark’s, Glodwick, on 
Saturday, April 26th. Handbells will be available in the 
schoolroom from 3.30 p.m. Business meeting at 6.30 
p.m. Subscriptions due. Reports to hand. Do your 
duty.— Ivan Kay, Sec., 30, Grafton Street, Moorside, 
Oldham, Lancs. ,

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GU ILD— The annual meet­
ing will be held at Lincoln on Saturday, April 26th. The • 
Cathedral bells will be available for 1 silent ’ ringing 
from 2 p.m. Handbell ringing in the Ringers’ Chapel. 
Business meeting in the Chapter House at 3 p.m. 
Cathedral evensong at 4 p.m. W ill members and visitors 
kindly make their own arrangements for tea.— F. W .  
Stokes, Hon. Sec.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION— The annual 
general meeting will be held in the' belfry of St. Peter’s, 
Brighton, on Saturday, May 3rd. Handbell ringing 3.30. 
Business meeting 4.30. Half-rail fare (maximum 2s.) al­
lowed to resident members. Address by - Vicar of 
Brighton during, the afternoon. No arrangements for tea. 
Ringers wishing to enter the restricted defence area are 
advised to send 2id. stamp for a personal summons.— S.
E. Armstrong, Hon. Gen. Sec., 21, Kenmure Avenue, 
Brighton 6 .

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TIO N .— Annual Meeting. —  Preliminary Notice. —  The 
annual meeting will be held ( d . v .)  at Worcester on Sat­
urday afternoon, May 17th.— J. D. Johnson, Gen. Sec.

BUY AN EXTRA COPY
OF

‘ THE RINGING WORLD’ 
and M nd  it  to a  Serving Mem ber o f your Tower
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The Central Council Publications
T O  BE FREEO B T A IN E D  PO ST  

fr o m  th e
R ev. E. S . P O W E L L , S ta v e r to n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n try

a. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS-Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble

Dominated Methods) .................................................................  9
COLLECTION OP PEALS— Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b )......................... . ... s.................................  9
COLLECTION OP PEALS—Section HI. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE W ITH S.P.A.B.............................. N 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1£
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ........... 3

Cambridge Surprise Major ..................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ......................... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ..................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................... 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Sdition) .............................................................................................. 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treat* Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
* STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Anniger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 

.‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
* SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
M i s s  M A R G A R E T  E .  S N O W D O N
W o o d la n d s , N ew b y  B rid g e , U lv e rsto n , L a n cs

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GR AN D SIR E DO U BLES AND TR IP LE S, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6$d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AN D MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAM BRIDGE M INOR AN D M AJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7 jd. each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedmen, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:—  Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 279 
(6 copies for 1 5 / - ) .  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 ( - ) .
O b tain able  on ly  p o st fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. 8 . POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V ioa rag e , n ear D avantry .
T

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOftO FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHINC
Eat. 1 8 2 0 Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) L td .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raor y o u r  Bell R opes now , b e fo re  p ric es  in c re a se , 
p r e -w a r  Q uality, and aend u s y o u r  old  Ball R opes  

fo r  rep a irs  w h ilst n o t in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M A T 8  A N D  BELL M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL

or

INKSTAND < £ & ,  in  Solid Silver

Diameter 2Jin 2jin. 3iia. 3iin, <in. <Jin. 5in. Min 
Price 1 8 /8  22)8  2 8 /8  3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /8  8 7 /8  7 8 6

The bin. size is also made to hold SO cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and o p tic ia n

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SM IT H  o f  DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

John S m ith  & S o n s , M idland C lock W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

H ead Office and  W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 8 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y  '

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice F ret

Printed for the ^Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildings, London, E.C.4.
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A GREAT RESPONSIBILITY.
Whatever may be the outcome of the storm and stress 

of these eventful days, this at least is certain, that every­
thing will be changed. Already across the seas they, are 
boasting of the new Europe, fashioned according to 
National Socialist ideas, which is to l^st for a thousand 
years. Here, at home, men with a vision, narrower in 
time but wider in humanity, are talking of the new and 
better world which will be born by the travail of the old.

W e all hope for better things; the world we knew was 
ndt so good that there was no room for improvement, and 
we have faith that the sacrifices and the labour the coun­
try is called upon to make will not be in vain. But good 
intentions will not make a better world. What is new is 
not necessarily good, and what is old is not necessarily 
bad or outworn. On the contrary, the danger when the 
war is over is that, in the eagerness to remove old abuses 
and anomalies, \,ve lose touch with the great things which 
have come down from the past. ‘ Here in England, far 
more than in any other country in the world, we are what 
we are because of what our forefathers have don<f. The 
English sense of liberty and justice, pride of race and love 
of country, are due to a multitude of little things, tradi­
tions and memories kept alivfe by customs and associa­
tions which may appear of no importance, but really are 
of vital importance. Common sense might tell us that 
justice would be administered just as truly and just as 
efficiently by a judge dressed in 'plus fours as by one 
vested in wig and scarlet robe, but we know that these 
trappings do add to the majesty of the law.

It is the same with the church bells. There may be 
people who think that bellringing is a small and trivial 
thing, the fhought of which might well be laid aside until 
a more suitable time. If such people there be, they are 
wrong. The church b^ll may be a small thing, but it is 
not trivial. Rather it is a sign and a symbol of the great 
things of life, the things that really matter. For more 
than a thousand years the church bell has been a voice 
which has borne witness to the claims of religion and 
morality, and it has been a voice which has never gone 
entirely unheard. Surely the small things are sometimes 
the greatest. Is there anything nobler in the "whole of 
the great City of London than the cross of gold which 
still shines above St. Paul’s?

If this be true, then it is true that upon us ringers is 
laid a great trust and a great responsibility. W e value 
the art of change ringing, and for its sake we must 
struggle to keep our bands and our associations alive and 
ready for happier days. That in itself is worth doing, 
but beyond and behind our art is. a far greater thing— the 

(Continued ou page 191)
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JOHNSTON L td-
CROYDON

Founders of the 
H EA VIEST BELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE
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C A N A D A  

S. A F R I C A  
N E W  Z E A L A N D

*

Telephone  
T h o rn to n  Heath 3221-2-3  and 3120
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Mailers of many of the largest and most important ClocKs 

In the: World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E ST O R E D .

‘ THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
, B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

A nd a t  9 ,  A delphi C h a m b e r s , S h a k e sp e a r e  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 ,  C a rv e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o r h e a d , S h effie ld .

THE RINGER'S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for  Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith nam e of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration.
act. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M A RKE D  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G I L T  OR WHMTE M E T A L  . .  4/- 
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

Exact size

GEO. STACEY, S S , ' "
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 

‘ METHOD SPLICIN G ,’ price 1/3  (post free) 
from * The R in g in g  World ’ Office, 

LO W ER  PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NIC0LL,
Church Bell Rope and Clqck Rope 

M anufacturer ,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERM OND SEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh. St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

long and noble tradition of church bells and all they 
stand for. It is in times like these that traditions can be 
so easily broken and lost. An England without its bells 
may seem to us unthinkable, yet the danger is not un­
real, though it would not happen all at once. It is our 
part to see that it does not happen at all.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
A SUCCESSFUL WAR-TIME MEETING.

The annual meeting of the Sonning Deanery Branch of the Oxford 
Diocesan Guild, postponed from January, was held at Wokingham 
on Saturday, April 19th.

A good number of ringers assembled for handbell ringing in All 
Saints’ tower before the service, which was conducted by the Rector, 
the Rev. G. Kenworthy. The Litany was said with special war-time 
petitions and reference to members serving in the Forces. A collec­
tion for the Branch Restoration Fund was taken and a fine course of 
Stedman Triples was rung in the nave of the church by three soldiers 
and one civilian. %

About 34- sat down to tea, which had been ably prepared by Mr. 
Houlton and others ih St. Paul’s Parish Room. The party included 
Canon Coleridge (the Master of the Guild and chairman of the 
branch), -the Rev. C. E. Wigg (Deputy Master) and Mrs. Wigg, Mr. 
R. T. Hibbert (Guild secretary), tne Rectors of All Saints’ and St. 
Paul’s and the Rev. A. P. Carr. The visitors included Mr. H. S. 
Hobden (Eastbourne), Mr. C. A. Levett (Hastings),' Mr. J. Freeman 
(Lincoln), Mr. L. J. Fox (Stepney), Mr. F. Nye (Bagshot) and others 
from Reading and other parts of the Guild.

After the tea, the chairman, on behalf of those present, thanked 
Mr. Houlton and his helpers for the tea; and the secretary (Mr. 
W. J. Paice) thanked the Rector of All Saints’ for the servioe, the 
Rev. Miller for his address, the organist arfd the Rector of St. Paul’ s 
for the use of the Parish Room.

The latter, in replying, said he was pleased to welcome the branch 
to his parish, and although th i service had not been held there, he 
was glad th§y were able to use his parish room.

The business meeting was presided over by Canoif Coleridge. He 
spoke of ;the death of Canon Norris, who was not only a ringer, but 
also chairman of the Diocesan Advisory Committee, and whenever 
anything came up before that body relating to towers or bells he 
was able to give practical and valuable help and always had the 
interests of the Guild in mind.

The secretary referred to the passing of Barzillia Hawkins, of 
Hawley, Hants, a life member of the Oxford Guild and an old friend 
of many of those present.

The treasurer presented the accounts, which showed « balance in 
hand of £7 2s. lid . and the Restoration Fund £15 14s. 3d.; ,£15 had 
been invested in 3 per cent. Defence Bonds. The balance sheet was 
adopted on the proposition of Mr. Ranee, seconded by Mr. Houlton.

The secretary read a short report of the branch activities in 1940 
and said that up to the time of the ban things had been going well 
and practices and meetings were well attended. A programme had 
been arranged for the whole of the year, and half of it had been 
carried out when ringing ceased. He referred to the death of the 
Rev. F- D. Browne, a great friend of rmgers, and concluded his 
report by thanking all who had helped to keep things going. The 
report was adopted.

The various officers were all re-elected, viz. : Chairman, Canon 
Coleridge; secretary and treasurer, Mr. W. J. Paice, with a special 
word of thanks for his past work; the foremen of the 13 towers as 
the Branch Committee and representatives to the General Guild, 
Messrs. Castle, Dentry, Moth and Ranee.
• The next item on the agenda, ‘ What steps can be taken to keep 

the branch active?’ was introduced by the secretary, who mentionec^ 
three ways in which he thought it could be done, by handbell ringing, 
dummy practice in the tower and by. holding meetings whenever 
possible for social intercourse. A discussion followed, those taking 
part being Messrs. Parker, Hibbert, Ranee, Castle and Diserens / 
(Reading), and finally it was left to the secretary to see if he cou ld  
arrange some handbell practice at a suitable centre.

The secretary brought forward the matter of a donation towards a 
wedding present from the Guild to tlie*Depufcy Master and Mrs. Wigg, 
artd proposed that the sum of £2 2s. be given from the branch funds. 
This was seconded by Mr. Moth and carried unanimously.

Mr. Wigg, in reply, thanked the members of the branch for their 
gift, which he greatly appreciated. Mrs. Wigg also thanked the 
members and said how much she enjoyed being there that day. %She 
said, * I think vour handbell ringing is beautiful.*

The Deputy Master congratulated the branch on a good war-time 
meeting and gave some practical advice to those taking up handbell 
ringing. The secretary appealed to foremen and others to help him 
in getting in subscriptions so as to keep their financial position sound. 
This concluded the business, and handbell ringing was continued 
until 8 p.m. It included Graridsire and Stedman Triples and Caters. 
Plain Bob and Double Norwichr Major. '
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LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION .
LIVERPOOL BRANCH MEETING.

A meeting of the .Liverpool Branch of the Lancashire Association 
was held at Woolton on Saturday last, and in addition to members 
of the local company there were presept representatives from the 
following towers: Wallasey, Bebington, Halewood, Childwall and 
Liverpool (St. Nicholas’ ).

The bells were rung with tied clappers and before the setyice a 
touch of Stedman Triples was rung on handbells in the church.

The service was conducted by the Rev. E. C. Coxwell and the 
address was given by the Rev. E>. Railton, Rector of Liverpool. The 
hvmns were accompanied on the organ by Mr. P. W. Cave.

Tea was partaken of at a nearby cafe, after which the meeting 
was held, presided over by the Rev. I). Railton, warden of the Guild. 
Expressions of sympathy were voiced and the members stood in 
silence to pay their tributes of respect to the late Rector, the Rev.
F. B. Hadow, who had died as the result of a bicycle accident. Mr. 
Hadow was Rector of Woolton for upwards of 17 years, was an lion, 
life member of the association and had been a good friend of the 
ringers. Sympathy and regret were also expressed to the relatives 
of the late JP.C. Alan Trevor, a member of the National Police Guild, 
who was killed by enemy action during an air raid. It was also 
intimated to the meeting that the father of the four Robinson 
brothers of#Halewood‘ had died suddenly. The secretary was in­
structed to write a letter of sympathy to the brothers Robinson in 
their sad bereavement. v

It was decided to hold the next meeting of the branch on May 
24th at St. Nicholas’ , Liverpool. As the tower is intact, the intention 
is to swing the tower bells with clappers tied and to ring handbells.

Votes of thanks were passed to the local ringers for their efforts in 
making the meeting successful, and to the Rev. E. C. Coxwell for his 
cordial welcome.

M R . W I L L I A M  S A M P S O N .
GOLDEN WEDDING CELEBRATION.

On Friday, March 7th, Mr. and Mrs. William Sampson celebrated 
their golden wedding at Victoria, British Columbia.

Mr. Sampson came to Canada in 1907 and has been a regular ringer 
in Christ Church Cathedral since 1938. Hi's native home was at 
Whitestone, near Exeter, where he first learnt to ring. In his boy­
hood days as he was watching the gravedigger, the new Vicar asked 
him to go up into the steeple and help him with the bells, which 
were four in number. They found them completely covered with 
jackdaws’ nests, and, on striking them, they discovered that the 
tenor was', cracked. The Vicar had it cast into two trebles by 
Llewellyn and James, of Bristol, and after the restoration Mr. Ferris 
Shipherd was engaged to teach a band of ringers.

In the following year a new tenor was added, and the band soon 
learned Minor and rang their first peal in 1886.

In January, 1887, Mr. Sampson left for London and lived within 
sound of the bells of All Saints’ , Fulham. It was three months 
before he could make up his mind to attempt ten bell ringing, but 
011 one practice night Mr. Howe persuaded him to go np- into the 
belfry. There he met several o f London’s most noted ringers, and 
they persuaded him to join the band.

Mr. Driver arranged for Mr. Sampson to be put through his first 
touch of Caters, and soon afterwards he rang a peal on the 5th at 
Putney. He has many peals to his credit, and several are recorded 
in the Fulham Peal Book.

On Mr. Sampson’s golden wedding day, the ringers of Christ Church 
Cathedral presented nim with a very beautiful silver bowl, and also 
paid him a surprise visit in the evening, when several touches •‘of 
Grandsire and Stedman Triples were rung on the handbells. Those 

^taking part in the ringing were Miss M. Izard, D. Boniface, A. C. 
Melhuisn, E. Merrett, A. King, A. C. Lomas, E. Lake, A. Roberts 
and E. W. Izard.

TH E BELLS OF ST. NICH OLAS’ , Y A R M O U TH .
FROM THE 4 NORWICH MERCURY,’ AUGUST 22nd, 1807.

* To Bell Founders.’
Great Yarmouth, Norfolk.

‘ Notice ig hereby given, that such person or persous as is or are 
willing to countract for furnishing a new, good, and musical Peal of 
Eight Bells, or a Pea^of Ten Bells, for the Church of Great Yar­
mouth of such o f  the weights hereafter mentioned as may be fixed 
by the Trustees; and for hanging and compleating the same Bells,in 
a workmanlike manner, are desired to deliver Proposals, in writing, 
sealed up. directed to John Watson, Esq., at the Town Clerk’s office, 
before Monday, the 14th day of September next.

A Tenor of Eight Bells to weigh about 21 cwt.
A Tenor of Eight 'Bells to weigh about 25 cwt.
A Tenor of Ten Bells to weigh about 25 cwt.
A Tenor of Ten Bells to weigh about 28 cwt.

‘ April 23rd, 1808.—A new peal of ten bells, cast by Messrs. Mears 
and Son, and hung by Mr. Eaw. Simmons, of London, the tenor in D, 
weighing 30 cwt., will be opened in the church of this town on Mon­
day, the 2nd of May next.*

‘ May 14th, 1808.^0n Monday next the Norwich Ringers will gratify 
the inhabitants of Yarmouth with a peal on their new bells.’

DEATH  OF M R GEORGE POPNELL.
EX-MASTER OF THE LI4ANDAFF AND MX>NMOUTH 

ASSOCIATION.
We regret to announce the death of Mr. George Popnell, of 

Bedwellty, Mon., who passed away on his 46th birthday, Easter Eve, 
April 12th, at the Royal Gwent Hospital, Newport, where he had 
undergone an operation.

To a visiting friend he expressed himself as immensely pleased with 
the operation, was quite cneerful and conversed as though nothing 
had happened. He said he would be getting about within a week. 
Unfortunately it turned out otherwise. .

The funeral was 011 Wednesday, April 16th. Before leaving the 
house a portion of the service was read, by the curate of the parish, 
the Rev. A. L. Jones, a<nd a prayer by the Rector, the Rev. James 
Davies. The hymn, Lead, kindly light,’ was .impressively sung by 
the large body of men who had assembled from the colliery. At the 
church the hymn. ‘ Jesu, Lo,ver of my soul,’ was sung and the organist 
played the Dead March in ‘.Saul.’ The committal prayers were said 
by the Rector and the service concluded with the hymn, ‘ Guicfe me,
O thou Great Jehovah.’

The whole of the singing was fervently rendered in the manner so x 
characteristic of Welsh choirs. »

The bearers were representatives and officials o f the Markham 
Colliery, of which Mr. Popnell had been one himself, being the com­
pany’s weighman. A large number of beautiful wreaths were sent. 
The old ringers of Bedwellty met at the church. The association 
was represented by Mr. George Large and Mr. J. W. Jones, of 
Newport. Mr. Popnell’s peal book shows that lie had rung 256 peals. 
He would go any distance for a peal and was a member of a number 
of associations. His last peal was Holt’s Original at Blagdon on April 
20th, 1940. I

S I L E N T  A P P A R A T U S .
AN ELECTRIC DEVICE. )

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I have followed with interest the correspondence on 

a silent ringing apparatus and would like to put forward a theory 
for the switching device.*

So far, the chief difficulty has been to obtain an apparatus to act 
at, the moment when the” clapper would normally strike the bell. 
This moment depends on two factors; the swing of the bell, which 
is controlled by the rope, and the swing of the clapper, which is con­
trolled by the force of gravity. Now, how can we reproduce this 
movement to make an electrical contact?

I suggest the use of a glass tube curved to the arc of the clapper’s 
swing and fixed to the bell wheel. Inside the tube, a drop of mercury 
is free to roll backwards and forwards just as the clapper is free to 
swing through its arc. When the mercury hits, the end of the tube 
(at the point when the clapper would normally strike the bell), it 
makes contact across two wires and gives forth a corresponding ding 
downstairs. The tube must be curved to the sajne arc as the swing 
of the clapper, and its length depends on tlig length of swing of the 
clapper at that point. -

Thus, if it were placed on the wheel opposite the ball of the clapper, 
it would have to be as long as the diameter of the bell just there, 
that is, the distance travelled by the ball in striking the bell. A 
shorter tube may be used if placed nearer the axle of the wheel, 
but this would not be quite as accurate as one further out.

Now arises the question of air pressure, but I  think this may be 
considered negligible since both mercury and clapper are heavy metals 
and fall at about the same speed no matter how big or small they 
are, just as a 10 lb. bomb falls as fast as a 1,000 lb. one.

I think this device will solve the problem, but-the trouble now 
remaining is to obtain the apparatus.. This is not as .difficult as it 
seems, since it could be made quite easily and cheaply in the labora­
tory of any secondary school. You have only to persuade the science -  
master to give the senior boys a lesson in accurate glass-bending 
and before you know- where you are the job is finished. If this ex­
planation isnot quite clear, or if 'you can find any snags, I  should be 
only too glad to answer them, if I can. 9 

Finally, I would like to add that instead of using ordinary hand­
bells clamped in the rack, a.sm all set of those hated metal tubes 
would make a far neater and compact striking apparatus in the ring­
ing chamber, since they would not require constant adjustment and 
removal for other practices. T. R. BOYS.

3, WesJ Street, Weedon, Northampton. n

THE BELLS OF ST. MICHAEL’S, CORNHILL.
From the ‘ Norwich Gazette,’ November 30th, 1728: ‘ On Thursday 

morning 7 Bells were brought from Mr. Phelps’s Foundry in •White­
chapel to St. Michael’s, Cornhill, to be hung up with the other 5 
already in the Belfry, and all 12 are to be rung on St. Thomas’s Day.’

GOOD STRIKING.—‘ Whoever can beat time’ (which is called ring­
ing by beat) will always strike his bell in due time (if the rest are 
not), nor will have occasion to trust so much to his sight, as he other­
wise m ust: for as a true compass makes the ringing pleasant and 
harmonious, so oh the contrary the want of it produces those “  clam- 
berings ”  and “  firings ”  (as it is called) that destroy all music, and 
is very disgusting to every judicious ear.’—‘ The Clavis.’
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
TFTK FIRST MEETING.

The first meeting of the Central Council was held on 
Easter Tuesday, March 31st, 1891, at the Inns of Court 
Hotel in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, Holborn, London. Sixty- 
three members were present out of a total of seventy- 
four, and thirty-three societies were represented, out of a 
total of thirty-four. Canon CcSleridge represented the 
Oxford Diocesan Guild, and he has continued* to do so, 
not missing a single meeting. To-day he is undisputed 
Father of the House, for, although Mr. George Williams 
was present in 1891 and has been a member ever since, he 
has represented the Sussex County Association and the 
Winchester Diocesan Association as well as being for a 
time an honorary member.

Five other men who were present in 1891 are still alive—
F. E. Dawe and R. T . Woodley (College Youths), H. R. 
Newton (St. James’ Society),, Joseph Griffin (Midland 
Counties Association), and C. Tyler (Sussex County As­
sociation).

Among the other members there were many whose 
names have passed into the history of change ringing—  
Leonard Proctor, of Benington, who had joined the Cam­
bridge Youths as an undergraduate as far back as 1835, 
and wljose band in his home belfry had distinguished 
themselves by being the first company to ring peals in all 
the three standard Surprise Major methods; Henry 
Dains, Nathan Pitstow, Dr. A. B. Carpenter, Charles H. 
Hattersley, C. D. P. Davies and John Carter, who were 
the leading composers of the day; James W . Wash- 
brook, the greatest all-round ringer of his time and prob­
ably of all time; F. E. Robinson, William Snowtjon, 
Henry Bastable from Birmingham, James R. Haworth, 
w'hose membership of the College Youths dated from 
1839; John Rogers, William Baron and George Newson 
from the Cumberlands Society; John W . Taylor, the bell 
founder; Thomas Blackbourn, the bell hanger; three 
future canons, T . L. Papillon, W . C. Baker and J. H. 
Elsee; Frederick Knights from Norwich, Robert S. 
Storey from Newcastle, E. W . Carpenter, E. F. Strange, 
Henry Earle Bulwer, and, of course, A. Percival Hey­
wood. Two of the Norwich representatives were absent, 
both leading members of the Exercise, Captain A. P. 
Moore, who died soon afterwards, and W . L. Catchpole, 
of Ipswich.

Nine honorary members were elected at the meeting—  
Canon Wigram, the author of an elementary text book 
entitled ‘ Change Ringing Disentangled,’ Canon J. J. 
Raven the antiquary, the Rev. Pitt Eykyn, J. C. Mit­
chell, H. Thomas, Charles Hounslow, William Waklev, 
James Pettit and William T. Patfs.

It is rather difficult to see what particular strength 
some of these latter could bring, but, take it as a whole, 
th Council undoubtedly did contain the most representa­
tive and leading ringers of the time, and it can compare 
very favourably in that respect with ajiy of its successors.

The preliminary meeting of the year before had been 
reported fairly fully in ‘ The Bell News,’ but at its first 
formal meeting the Council was faced with a difficulty 
which was never solved until the publication of ‘ The 
Ringing World ’ in 1911. Properly to report a debate in 
the Council needs not only a skilled shorthand writer but 
one who understands what is being said and the tech­
nical language that is being used. In the early days there 
was no such person, and the reports published in ‘ The 
Bell N e w s ’ were usually written up by Heywood from 
notes taken by Benjamin Keeble  ̂ who, though a ringer, 
was but an indifferent reporter. For the first meeting of 
all nothing but the official minutes were published, and 
we are left in ignorance of what was said by the speakers 
in the debates.

Heywood was, of course, elected as the first president, 
and it was characteristic of fhe man and the .Control he 
intended to exercise that in his opening speech told the 
members, rather in the style of a schoolmaster addressing 
his boys, that they were met not to contest points of 
difference in an aggressive spirit, but to discuss the ques­
tions before them thoughtfully and with the earnest wish 
to arrive at decisions based upon careful and unprejudiced 
consideration of the various views presented.

For the very important office of secretary, there was a 
contest between E. F. Strange and F. E. Dawe, the 
latter being elected. Strange may have owed his rejection 
in some measure to personal feeling, for he was very 
much disliked by the older London men* on account of 
some attacks he had made on the old societies and the 
general condition of ringing in the Metropolis.- He held 
a position at the South Kensington Museum, and seemed 
destined to take a leading part in the Exercise, hopes 
w'hich were only partially to be realised. At the next 
meeting Henry Earle Bulwer was appointed secretary, 
and he held the office till his death.

The most lasting work done at this session was the 
appointment of a committee to report on suggestions for 
the repair and preservation of bells and frames, and on 
the best means of moderating the sound of noisy bells. 
This was the beginning of one of the most useful of the 
Council’s activities, which has lasted through various 
phases until the present day.

(To be continued.)
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J A M E S  P E T T I T .
A .FAMOUS COLLEGE YOUTH.

To-day is the one hundred And seventh anniversary of the t>irth of 
James Pettit, who for many years was a leading figure in the Society 
of College Youths and was representative of the best,of the ringing 
Exercise during the second half of the last century.

He was a London man, born at Hackney, and his first peal, one of 
Grandsire Triples, was at St. John’s 
Church, South Hackney, 011 December 
3rd, 1867. It was a College Youths’ 
peal, and thereafter he took part in 
most of the notable performances by 
the society. His first peal of Sted­
man Triples was conducted by William 
Cooter at Bethnal Green in 1862, and 
it was followed by Kent Treble Bob 
Major, Royal and Maximus, and Sted­
man Caters and Cinques, which 
methods with Grandsire Triples and 
Caters completed the ringers’ reper­
toire in those days.

Among the most notable of his peals 
w£re the 15,840 Kent Treble Bob 
Major at Bethnal Green in 1868, when 
he. rang the third, and the 11,111 
Stedman Caters at Fulham in 1883, 
which he conducted. Both were at the 
time record lengths for the methods. 
He was also the conductor when the 
College Youths lost a peal of Stedman 
Cinque6 at Cornhill in 1887 after ring­
ing nearly ten thousand changes with 
only two bobs still to be called.

At one period James Pettit had probably called Holt’s Original* 
more times than any other man; he was the first to call it from 
every bell, including the tenor, and lie took part in the first non- 
conducted performance in 1884.

He was for many years the conductor at St. Paul’s Cathedral and 
he called the first peal, one of Stedman Cinques, 011 those noble bells. 
In his day lie enjoyed a very high reputation, and many will still 
remember him as a gentlemanly man of the old-fashioned type. He 
died in May, 1912.

BEACONSFIELD. — On April 7th, at St. Mary and All Saints’ 
Church, a quarter-peal of Plain Bob Major in 40 minutes: H. 
Wingrove (conductor) 1-2, W. Lee 3-4, *D. R. Fletcher 5-6, K. E. 
Fletcher 7-8. First quarter-peal ‘ in hand ’ l*y all.

CHANGE RINGING IN WILTSHIRE.
IN THE YEAR 1857.

‘ When bellringing was more appreciated .than unfortunately it is 
now, there were societies of ringers in Cambridge, Oxford, London—
such as the College Youtlis (then practising at St. Michael’s 011 
College Hill, London) founded in 1637—Birmingham and in- other 
places. There'5 are some societies of ringers now in various parts of 
England, and there is among others in London a society of College 
Youths, but .it ifc said not to be descended from the ancient society 
above mentioned, which became extinct in 1788. There is, I believe, 
an excellent society of Norwich Scholars.

* I do not know where to find a society of ringers in Wiltshire. 
There are sets of men who ring for what they can get which they 
consume in drink; but there is very little love for the science or its 
music; and alas! much irreverence and profamation of the House ot 
God. There is no “  plucking at the bells ’ for recreation and exercise.

‘ Church-ringers with us have degenerated into mercenary ner- 
formers. I11 more than one parish where there are beautiful bells I 
wasT told that the village youths took no interest whatever in bell- 
ringing.’

The condition of the steeples and belfries matched the condition of 
the ringers. ‘ It is a matter for our grave consideration that so many 
of our village churches have their towers in so dilapidated a condition. 
I have seen several in the course of my Wiltshire rambles which are 
in so dangerous a state that the bells are forbidden to be rung.

‘ The principal cause of the evil is that churchwardens have been 
sadly negligent. With little oil and new ropes allowed now and 
then, they have imagined that their duty to the bells and to the 
parish has been faithfully done, whereas mischief of a three-fold 
nature lias been growing and increasing—mischief to the building, to 
the bells and to the parishioners.

* I have been frequently much pained by observing the shameful 
state of filth and neglect of many Wiltshire bell-loits. When the 
towers have no stone staircase, the bells have to be reached by a 
succession of crazy ladders, planted on equally crazy floors. How very 
shameful that any patt of God’s liotise should be so neglected! Why 
should towers be so desecrated? Are they not as much a portion of 
the churcli as any other part? Why should they be left to the sole 
occuDation of unclean birds and irreverent ringers?

‘ We may, I think, attribute tliis'state of things to two causes, first 
to a want of interest in the a it of bellringing; and,  ̂secondly, to the 
difficulty which is experienced by the clergy in managing the generally 
most unruly set of men in the parish—the ringers.

‘ I know of more than one instance where, m conseauence of the 
sinful and disgraceful practices of the ringers, the bells have been 
silenced by the clergyman, only one being allowed to be tolled for 
service.’—Rev. William C. Lukis.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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THE EDITOR.
Mr. J. S. Goldsmith continues to make satisfactory but 

slow progress. He is still in hospital.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
Wfe are pleased to hear from Mr. Gabriel Lindofl that he is now 

mucli better.,
i Congratulations to Mr. E. Denison Taylor, who attains his seventy- 
seventh birthday to-morrow:

Last Tuesday was the anniversary of two famous long' i>eals. On 
April 22nd, 1889, 15,227 changes of Grandsire Caters were rung at. 
Cheltenham in 9 hours and 43 minutes. It still stands as the record 
of the method and was conducted by William T. Pates, who had not 
previously called a bob in Grandsiro Caters.
• I11 1922 on the same date at Appleton, a band, made up pai»tly by 
local men and partly by London College Youths, rang the record for 
any method. It was 21,363 changes of Stedman Caters, the tinie 
was 12 hours and 25 minutes, and the conductor was Mr. Herbert 
Langdon

Only two or three peals have been rung 011 the heavy ten bells at 
the Imperial Institute, Kensington. ‘ One of them, Stedman Caters, 
was rung on April 23rd, 1924.

The first peal of Bob Major was accomplished by the College 
Youths on April 26tli, 1925, on the now destroyed bells of St. Bride’s, 
Fleet Street. Benjamin Annable rang the tenor and conducted.

O11 the same date in 1894 Mr. Charles E. Borrett called at Norwich 
what was then the longest peal 011 handbells—11,200 changes of Bob 
Major. * T

On April 27tli, 1876, the Cumberland Youths rang William 
Harrison’s peal of Kent Treble Bob, 8,896 changes, the longest length 
with the tenors together produced by ordinary bobs. George Newson - 
conducted, and Henry Dains and John Cox were in the band.

It was the anniversary of the College Youths’ lorn? peal in the 
same method at Bethnal Green, which was rung in I860.

The then record length of Stedman Cinques, 8,580 changes, was 
rung at Cornhill by the College Youths 011 April 27tli, 1861.

It was stated last Saturday ill a London evening newspaper that 
the bells which still hang in the .steeple of St. Andrew’s, Holborn, 
were rung- to celebrate the victory of Agincourt in the year 1415. 
That is not correct. No single bell in London is nearly as old as- 
that, but it is quite likely that a number of- bells still exist which 
contain metal once part of very ancient bells and which has been 
recast many times.

Fifty years ago t<p-day four peals were rung. Two were Grandsire 
Triples, one was Stedman Triples, and one Double Norwich Court 
Bob Major.

D EATH  OF M R. EDW IN F. PIKE.
WELL-KNOWN LONDON RINGER.

We regret to announce the deatfe of Mr. Edwin Frederick' Pike, 
which took place on April 17th after a short illness. Mr. Pike was 
well known among. London fingers and had taken part in many 
peals in a large number of methods. Before the last war he was 
associated with Mr. James E. Davis and the band that rang at St. 
Margaret’s, Westminster, and St. John’s, Waterloo Road. Since, he 
has been connected with St. Botolph’s, Bishopsgate, and other 
churches. He was a frequent visitor at College Youths meetings.

R I N G E R  A I R M A N  K I L L E D .
Guildford Cathedral tower has lost one of its* young ringers by 

the death of Sergt. Victor G. Elliott, R.A.F., V.R., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Elliott, of 2, Woodlands Road, Guildford. Sergt. Elliott, who 
was 20 years of age, was killed in action while serving as a wireless 
ojperator and machine gunner. For thr£e years he had been « mem­
ber of the Guildford Diocesan Guild. He and his close friend, Sergt.
D. E. Bristow, R.A.F., V.R., who is now a  prisoner of war in Ger­
many, rang their first peal of Grandsire Triples together in November, 
1937. Regular in his attendance at the belfry, Sergt. Elliott will be 
greatly missed when once more the band of Holy Trinity reassemble 
to ring out the message of peace and victory. The funeral was at 
Guildford on Wednesday.

R E C E N T  A I R  R A I D S .
(Continued from next page.) 

to help to provide for the ring of ten in that church. During the 
60 years the old church had a ring, only one peal is known to have 
been accomplished there. ' I t  was 5,040 Bob Major in 1785 by the 
College Youths, conducted by James Worster. The tablet which 
recorded it still hung 011 the tower wall. Chelsea Old Church was one 
of the places which had an endowment for ringing the evening bell, 
but the ringing was discontinued in 1822, although the bell specially 
provided was still in the steeple.
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RECENT AIR RAIDS
MORE FAMOUS CHURCHES DESTROYED OR DAMAGED.

More famous churches were destroyed or damaged during the air 
raid last week, which was officially described as the heaviest suffered 
by London since the beginning of the war.

A high explosive bomb crashed through the roof and vaulting of 
the north transept of St. Paul’ s Cathedral and penetrated as far as 
the crypt. The dome and the bell tower were not affected, but the 
structural damage was large.

A F A M O U S  O L D  C I T Y  C H U R C H .

One of the few City churches which survived the great lire of 1666 
has now been demolished. The tower still stands and the fate of the 
ring of eight bells is as yet unknown.

St. Andrew’s, Holbom, and the adjoining City Temple were gutted 
and nothing but the walls of either are left. St. Andrew’s had 
magnificent carved woodwork, which is irreplaceable. In the steeple 
is a noble pea! of eight bells. These are hung on iron stocks in an 
iron frame. They still hang, but it cannot De said how far they 
have been damaged by the fire.

All Saints’ , Chelsea Old Church, an ancient and historical building 
with memories of the great Sir Thomas More, has also been destroyed.

Another, church destroyed was a very fine eighteenth ’ century build­
ing with a massive tower apd a heavy ring oi eight bells. Only the 
walls and tower are left standing and everything combustible, in­
cluding the oak frame, has been destroyed. t

The bells were restored three years ago and arc now, there is little 
doubt, a total loss. It was in this beliry that Mr. C. T.'Coles and 
his brother Albert began their ringing careers.

St. John’s, Leytonstone, has the distinction of being the first church 
in the London area to suffer damage. This is where the William Pye 
memorial bells hang. A bomb burst in the churchyard and smashed 
the windows, but, fortunately, no further damage was done.

St. Mildred’s, Bread Street, destroyed in an earlier raid, was not 
very well known to ringers, for it had but two bells. It was, how­
ever, a very characteristic Wren church and had preserved the original 
atmosphere to a remarkable extent.

Another church, well known to ringers, which stood in a south­
eastern London suburb, has, we hear, been destroyed and the ring of 
eight, which were by Janaway, ruined. It was here that the first 
muffled five thousand was rung. •

A modern church in the same town with its fine ring of bells from 
Taylor’s foundry has also been destroyed.

ST. MARTIN’S, BIRMINGHAM.
It can now be mentioned that among other churches damaged in 

recent raids is *St. Martin’s, the old Parish Church of Birmingham, 
which played so great a part in .the history of the ringing Exercise. 
An explosive bomb of heavy calibre fell on the approach-way to the 
west door. It made a crater amongst graves; the blast tore a great 
hole in the masonry above the west doorway, blew away pinnacles, 
and damaged much other outer stonework; but—a happy omen?— 
the statue of St. Martin, standipg in a niche on the western facade, 
was untouched. There was also a great displacement of tiles in the 
roofing.

Internally, although the havoc was less than the gaping hole in the 
west front might suggest, grievous damage was done. All the same, 
much that worshippers at St. Martin’s prize escaped.. The windows 
suffered heavily, but the Burne-Jones window that was in the south 
transept remains undamaged. The glass of the east window was 
destroyed, but the very beautiful reredos and the organ were unhurt.

The main structure of the church is sound, and a preliminary survey 
has shown that it will be repairable* It is believed that the tower and 
bells are quite safe and sound, but it was a narrow escape.

ST. ANDREW’S, HOLBORN.
At the time of Edward VI. St. Andrew’s had ‘ iiij grete bells and 

a lvttell bell in ye, stepull.’ In 1587 Robert Mot recast all the bells 
and supplied a new ring of eight, with a tenor weighing 28 cwt. 2 qr.
7 lb., and a new saunce/bell. Probably this was the first octave in 
London and at least one of the first in the country.

In the early part of the seventeenth century the church got into a 
very dilapidated condition, and John Hacket, who was then rector,, 
collected funds to rebuild it, but thq money was confiscated during 
the troubles which accompanied the Civil War. John Hacket was « 
member of the Society of College Youths and afterwards Bishop ot 
Lichfield.

The building escaped the great fire of 1666, but was pulled down 
and re-erected by Sir Christopher Wren in 1686-7 at a cost of £9,000. 
The old «tower was left standing, and in 1704 it was refaced with 
Portland stone and the upper storey added.

How many of Mot’s bells had been recast before the eighteenth 
century we do not know, but it seems that the ring as a whole was 
not a good one, and Laughton is especially strong in his condemnation 
of the sixth.

A word or two 1 now shall write
about the bells but not in spite
that sixth is bad as e'er swung
the others not so good as e-er was rung
but pretty well if ttiey were in tune
and a better sixth in that bells room \
for no kettle pan or old dust tub
e-er made a worser noise.

Shortly afterwards Richard Phelps recast the octave, and most of 
his bells remained until the recent catastrophe, but the tenor was 
again recast by. Mears and Stainbank. They were a very fine and 
noble ring. Mot’s saunce bell had survived.

When the first peal on the bells was rung we do not know. From 
what Laughton says we may gather that a five thousand in some 
method or other had been rung before 1754 and that the first single- 
handed peal in the steeple was 5,040 Bob Major bv the Ramblers on 
May 9th in that year. John Trenell rang the tenor. Four years 
later a ‘ friendly ’ society rang 6,160 also of Bob Major, with John 
Box at the tenor.

Etor several years there has been an excellent local band connected - 
with the tower, and it was one of the few churches in central London 
where the bells were rung regularly for Sunday services.

CHELSEA OLD CHURCH.
Chelsea Old Church had ‘ in the steple three create bells and one 

lyttyll saunce bell * in the year 1552. In 1762 Thomas Janaway 
recast the bells and increased them to eight, but when the new 
Parish Church of St. Luke was built, all but the fourth were sold 

(Continued on previous page.)
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NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
A NEW PRESIDENT AND A NEW SECRETARY.

The sixtieth annual general meeting of the Norwich Diocesatf 
Association was held 011 Saturday last 111 SI. Fqter Mancroft Parish 
Hall, Norwich, when the Rev. Canon R. Aubrey Aitken.'"‘Vicar' of 
Great Yarmouth, was elected president and the Rev. Alfred G. G. 
Tliurlow general, secretary and treasurer.

The service in St. Peter Mancroft Church was attended by fifty 
members and friends. Canon Aitken gave the address.

Six of St. Giles’ bells, with their clappers securely fixed by a mem­
ber of the City Police, were available before the service, and there 
were handbells in St. Peter’s belfry and the Parish Hall until a late 
hour. A number of touches in a variety of methods were successfully 
completed.

After tea the business meeting took place. Mr. Will fain L. Dullield 
was elected chairman and was supported by Canon R. A. Aitken, the 
.Rev. A. G. G. Thurlow and Mr. A. L. Coleman (vice-presidents), 
Mr. W. J. Le*e (East Norfolk Branch chairman), Mr. P. N. Golden 
(general secretary and treasurer), Mr. H. Tooke (North Norfolk 
Branch secretary), the Rev. A. St. J. Heard, Messrs. W. Clover and 
W. Barber (committee members), and members from Acle, Attle­
borough, Aylshani, Bergh Apton, Hethersett, Mellis (Suffolk), Mul- 
barton, Norwich (St. Giles’ , St. Miles’ and St. Peter Mancroft), 
Paston, Redenhall and Wiveton.

Canon R. Aubrey Aitken was unanimously elected president 011 
flic proposition of Mr. A. L. Coleman, seconded by Mr. W. J. Lee. 
Returning thanks, Canon Aitken said lie was proud to be elected the 
president of such an important body of church workers, not only be­
cause he recognised the great work that ringers had done, but also 
because lie was extremely fond of bells.

The vice-presidents were all re-elected.
THE HON. SECRETARY RESIGNS.

Mi*. F. Nolan Golden regretted that owing to his impending de­
parture from the diocese lie was unable to continue in office and 
proposed that Mr. Thurlow, who had all the qualities of an ideal 
secretary, should be asked to take his place. Mr. William L. Duffield, 
while regretting the loss the association would sustain by Mr. Golden’s 
resignation, was pleased that they had a man of Mr. Thurlow’s ability 
to take over the reins of office. Mr. Thurlow’s election was heartily 
approved. I11 accepting the office, Mr. Thurlow said he would be 
glad to do what he could and appealed for the support of every 
member.

The President expressed the association’s thanks for Mr. Golden’s 
hard work, and supported the vote of thanks whiclf was carried with 
acclamation. Mr. A. L. Coleman, with over <20 years’ experience, said 
he could testify to the diligence and capability with which Mr. Golden 
had discharged his duties. In reply, the retiring secretary attributed 
any success he had had to the wholehearted support and co-operation 
of the officers. He was naturally sorry to have to sever liis connec­
tion with the association, in wliqge service he had spent many happy 
hours. % 1

Mr. Golden was the South Norfolk Branch secretary from 1929-1937, 
when lie was elected general secretary. He had also been secretary 
of the North Norfolk Branch from 1934-1937, and had represented 
tile association as a member of the Central Council since 1930. His 
peal total for the association numbers 392, a large proportion of 
which lie lias conducted and which includes 26 first performances of 
the association, and the longest lengths of Superlative Surprise and 
Double Norwich Cpurt Bob Major.

The committee was re-elected en bloc. The president ruled that 
as no branch meetings had been held, the officers of the branches 
should be considered as still in office.

The report, due notice of which has appeared in * The Ringing 
World,’ and "the balance sheet were adopted. The reserve fund stands 
at £156 13s. 4d. in National Savings Certificates, and there is a 
balance in hand o f  £2 13s. 9d. *

It was decided to hold the n£xt meeting at Bergh Apton 011 June 
21st.

Mr. F. Nolan Golden spoke of the many people who had contri­
buted to the success of the meeting. He thanked Canon Aitken for 
his part in the service and for accepting the presidency; the Rev. 
A. G. G. Thurlow for arranging the .service and for ihe use of the 
hall; Mr. Maddem W’ illiams, the organist; Mr. W. C. Duffield and' 
Mr. and Mrs. Gowing for certain supplies for the tea ; Miss Tunnadine, 
Mrs. Golden and Mr. Sayer for catering and waiting at tea; the 
Vicar of St. Giles’ for the use of the bells, and Mr. Clifford Bird for 
securing the clappers of the bells. This collective vote of tliaul^ was 
heartilv endorsed by the members.

-------------- -  -

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX- 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM

HANDBELL RINGING FOR BEGINNERS.
’ THE HIGHCLIFFE SOCIETY.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I had 110 wish when I wrote my letter to misrepresent -  

the Highcliffe Society in any way. They (or their secretary) had pub­
lished accounts of ‘ a system of teaching handbell ringing having 
many novel features,’ and which they recommend for general adop­
tion by other people. It was a fair suoject for comment and criticism.

Here are some of the points: ‘ Young people soon tire of anything 
after the novelty has worn off.’ ‘ Never keep them pegging away at 
one method or one touch until they get heartily sick of it.’ ‘ Before 
we could ring touches of Bob Minor properly we started to learn 
Kent. Before we could ring that properly we went 011 to Grandsire 
Triples and Bob Major, and before we could ring the latter properly 
we were practising Double Norwich.’

Whatever progress the Highcliffe Society may have made, of which, 
of course, I am 110 judge, I am sure that the above system of teaching 
is for ordinary people a bad one. The thing that matters is not 
what methods are rung, but how they are rung. I have had 110 
experience of really fitst-class handbell bands, but I do know that for 
ordinary ringers Bob Major and Grandsire Triples will supply all 
they want and more. Long before they have begun to exhaust what 
those methods have to give they will have ceased to be learners and 
may da what they plea€e or rather perhaps what they are able.

It is far better to aim at ringing methods like Bob Major really 
well (and that will take a lot of doing) than to make a spurious 
sort of progress by muddling through a lot of more difficult methods 
somehow  ̂ or other. ‘ What is worth doing at all is worth doing well.’

LESLIE W. BUNCE.

T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
ASHTEAD SURPRISE.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—T have been following with great interest the articles 011 

the standard methods and the correspondencq^irising from them.
In the most recent article I see that Corinvjp Surprise is selected 

as being most fitted to become a standard method. Now I have 
always been of the opinion that standard methods should be reason­
ably easy of attainment, and I think that had more methods been 
available when * Standard Methods ’ was produced, progress would 
have been more rapid because we could have taken more gradual steps.

For instance, the gap between Double Norwich or Treble Bob and 
Superlative or, even more so, London, is a big one, and with our 
present knowledge it should be possible to make this gap smaller. 
Many ringers can advance in small steps where they wrould otherwise 
fail.

If this reasoning is accepted it follows that our Surprise methods 
should include one or more which are very simple, and here I want 
to advocate the claims of ‘ Ashtead,’ first produced by Mr. George 
Baker. For simplicity of work it must be hard to beat. Tlic coursing 
order is maintained tln’oughout, the tenor dodging exclusively, both 
back and front, with the 7th and 6tli place bells. Dodging is 4 pull 
except internally where it is 3 pull. This brings up the question of 
music, and here I think the question of composition does enter, in 
spite of what has previously been written about judging the musical 
qualities of a method by its peal figures. If it is contended that the 
plain course is musical, as it i» so contended in the case of Ashtead, 
then a good series of 6th place bells in this method must continue 
to produce the music. Since this method has a clean proof scale, 
composition is unlimited.

One further point 1 want to make and that is the method has 2nd’ s 
place at the lead end. It may be just a prejudice of mine, buf I 
should think that if a ringer is contemplating the step from Plain or 
Treble Bob to Surprise, a 2nd’s place method will be easier for him, 
as he is used to the ‘ in, out and 4tli’s ’ at a bob. If aji 8th’s place 
method such as Cornwall is used, the question of 4tli’s or 6th’s place 
bobs arises. If 4th’s are used, all the bells above are affected by a 
bob, 4hus creathig a little more difficulty for our beginner. At all 
events, I hope that Ashtead has been included in the new* Surprise 
Major book. ALAN R. PINK.

Kenniugton, Oxford.
FIRST THINGS FIRST.—‘ It has frequently been observed that 

learners oftentimes attempt to ring rounds, and sometimes changes, 
before they are capable of managing a bell itself properly, which is 
the reason we have so many awkward practitioners in this art; for 
the attention being divided jbetwixt the management of the bell, and 
the method of the changes, the former, which ought to claim the first 
attention is frequently neglected, which brings on a train of ill habits 
that soon grow familiar, become natural by constantly practising, and 
are at last incorrigible.’—* The Clavis.'

BUY AN EXTRA COPY
OF

* THE RINGING WORLD * 
and send it to a Serving Member of your Tower

ei



April 25th, 1941. THE RINGING W O R LD . 201

T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
C O R N W A L L  SU R P R IS E .

T o  judge the value o f Cornwall for practical ringing, 
it is well to draw out a skeleton course, and when we 
do that we find the diagram is a very attractive one. It 
has most o f the good  features w7e hope for in a methqd 
except difficulty. There is plenty o f variety; the bells 
move freely without stagnation, such as occurs in Super­
lative, or great rapidity such as we get in L ondon ; the 
place-making and dodging are all at backstroke, and there 
is no awkward or uncomfortable work. A bell dodges 
in 7-8 only with its course-bell, after-bell and the treble, 
and the same thing happens in 1 -2 , except for the change 
when the treble is lying its whole pull behind. If we 
are hypercritical, the one complaint we can make is that 
when a bell is placemaking in 5-6, either up or down, 
both places are made with the same bell. It is not easy 
to say why it should be so, but it is a fact that when we 
make a place and dodge with a bell, we expect that bell 
to g o  away, and we instinctively look for another to 
com e to us. W hen the same bell stops we rather wonder 
what he is hanging about for, and why doesn ’t he get 
about his business. This, however, is 'a <small blemish 
in an otherwise excellent method.

C O R N W A L L  *S.
1 2  3 4 5 6 7 8 6 3 4 2 7 5 8 1
2 1 4  3 6 5 8 7 ' 3 6 2 4 5 7 1 8
1 2  3 4 6 5 7 8 3 2 6 4 7 5 8 1
2 1 4 3 5 6 8 7 2 3 4 6 5 7 1 8

2 4 1 3 6 5 7*8 3 2 6 4 5 1 7 8
4 2 3  1 5 6 8 7 . 2 3 4 6 1 5 8 7
2 4 1 3 5 6 7 8 2 4 3 6 5 1 7  8
4 2 3  1 6 5 8 7 4 2 6 3 1 5  8 7

2 4 3 6 1 8  5 7 2 4 6 1 3  8 5 7
4 2 6 3 8 1 7  5 . 4 2 1 6  8 3 7 5 .
4 6 2 3  1 8 5 7 2 4 6 1 8 3 5 7
6 4 3 2 8  1 7 5 4 2' 1 6 3 8 7 5

4 6 2 3 8 7  1 5 4 1 2 6 8 3 5 7  ,
6 4 3 2 7 8 5 1 1 4  6 2 3 8 7 5
6 3 4 2 8 7*1 5 4 1 2  6 3 8 5 7
3 6 2 4 7 8 5 1 1 4  6 2 8 3 7 5

1 6  4 8 2 7 3 5
take the, work in detail. After a bell (the tenor in

the first lead) has lain its whole pull behind at the lead- 
end it does a 3-pull dodge in 7-8 down, does Treble Bob 
work (dodge-place-dodge) in 5-6, and Treble Bob work 
in 7-8. In both cases the first dodge is with the treble.

Places in 5-6 down follow  (fifth’s— dodge— sixth’ s), 
then dodge 3-4, and g o  to work on the front. This con ­
sists o f a double and a single dodge in 1-2, Treble Bob 
work in 3-4, and another double and single dodge in 1-2. 
The last dodge o f  all is with the treble.

The bell then does a dodge in 3-4 up and makes Court 
places (fourth’ s and third’s) round the treble, dodging 
with that bell between the places. Fourth’ s place and a 
dodge in 3-4 immediately follow , then Treble Bob work 
on the front, and 5-6 places up. This is followed by a
3-pull and a single dodge behind, and Treble Bob work 
in 5-6. The place in this latter is the turning place o f 
the method, and from it the work is repeated in reverse 
order.

The natural bob o f the method and the one which most 
people will prefer is the sixth’ s place bob. The bell mak­
ing 5-6 places up makes sixth’s and then 5-6 places down. 

The two bells behind dodge.
The alternative bob is the fourth’ s place bob. In it 

the place is made by the bell which has just finished all 
its work on the front, and, after doing a single and 
double dodge in 1-2 and a single dodge in 3-4, is on its 
way to places in 5-6 up. The two bells which have just 
made places in 5-6 dodge together and make another set 
o f places.

The effect o f this bob is that the work o f the bells in 
5-6-7-8 is put forward three leads. This will allow a very 
great range o f  peal compositions and o f  a style which 
has, so far, been very little developed.

The defect o f these bobs and, indeed, o f the bobs 
ordinarily used in most eighth’ s place methods is that 
they cause a rather excessive amount o f dodging in 7-8 . 
In actual practice this is not a great defect for extra 
dodging at a bob does not produce the monotony the 
same amount o f dodging does at a plain lead. N o one, 
for instance, complains o f the 5-pull dodging at the bob 
in Double Noi*vich, and many do complain o f the 5-pull 
dodging at a plain lead in Superlative.

This extra dodging could, however, be avoided by 
making the bob, not at the lead end, but in the interior 
o f the lead.- The best position would be at the second 
cross-section, a whole pull on the front being substituted 
for third’s place. W e  should get

42316587 instead o f 42316587.
43261857 24361857.

This is a possible alternative bob for Double Norwich 
also. >

There seems no real theoretical objection to a bob o f 
this sort, but it is outside the traditions o f the Exercise, 
and is hardly, we think, likely to  be adopted.

Cornwall has a clear proof scale with the tenors to­
gether, and therefore sixty full natural courses available 
for composition* This is* one o f the features in which it 
is much superior to almost all the Surprise Major 
methods.

As a musical method, Cornwall ranks very high. It 
has claims to be the best o f  all the Surprise Major 
methods in this respect. T o  begin with, it has double 
the number o f musical natural courses that all but a very- 
few have. In Superlative, if we use the three 5-6 courses 
we are debarred from the three 6-5 courses; if we use

(Continued on next page.)

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOW ER CLO CK  MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FOR N E W  CLO CK S, C H IM E  A D D ITIO N S , REPAIRS 
OR R E P A IN TIN G  O F DIALS.
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'GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS.
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1940.

The General Committee report that the war and the ban on church 
bells having hung a curtain over change ringing, the sixt^r-sixth 
annual report of the Guild is of necessity short and withal a dis­
appointment to all enthilsistic ringers.

When the Low Countries were invaded the president (the Rev. 
Prebendary E. V. Cox) decided to cancel the annual meeting iixed 
for Whit Monday at Exeter. His action is without precedent in the 
history of the Guild; even so, it was justified by subsequent events. 
Nor can we cxpect anything better until the ban is raised.

Well-attended branch meetings have been held at. Topsham, Otterv 
St. Mary, Cullompton and Exeter, but since May only the Exeter 
Branch has held a meeting. This latter gathering was successful 
and handbells afforded occasion for change ringing practice. The 
committee recommend that other branches should try to hold similar 
meetings, on the assurance that such gatherings would be helpful in 
stimulating interest in the Exercise.

Forty-five members of the Guild are serving with H.M. Forces. The 
General Committee further decided that ‘ the annual general meeting 
of the Qjiiid shall be in abeyance for this year (1941); that the sub­
scriptions for the year 1941 shall be reduced by . one-half the usual 
amounts, and that the annual report of the Guild shall be reduced as 
much as possible for this year.’

Mr. T. Laver was nominated as the hon. treasurer in place of 
Mr. F. C. Smale, who now is the general secretary.

The finances of the Guild are in a very satisfactory condition. There 
is a balance of £81, as against £77 in 1939, standing to the credit of 
the general account. The balance to the credit of the Bells Restora­
tion Fund stands at £113 16s. 6d.

One peal of Grandsire Triples and one of Grandsire Doubles have 
been rung on church bells previous to the ban, while six handbell 
peals have been recorded. All these peals were conducted by Mr. 
C. R. Lilley.—Fredk. C. Smale, lion, secretary.

WEDDING OF MISS M. K. I. EASTES.
The marriage was solemnised at Emmanuel Church, West Dulwich, 

on Saturday, April 12th, between Miss Mary Kathleen Isobel Eastes 
and Mr. Reginald George Knights, R.A.F. The Vicar (the Rev. E. 
Cooke) officiated, ahd the bride, who is the only daughter of the 
late Mr. and Mrs. C. Eastes, was given away by a friend. Gunner 
C. W. Denyer, R.A., and was attended by Miss left'Hall. The bride 
was attired in a turquoise blue dress and coatee with nigger ^rown 
hat and accessories, and the bridesmaid in a blue flowered dress. 
The best man was Mr. Donald Forbes,* cousin of the bridegroom, and 
following the ceremony a reception was held at the home of the 
bridegroom’s parents. Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Knights are making their 
new home at 12a, Park ftall Road, West Dulwich. Miss Eastes was 
for a period secretary of the Chertsey District of the Guildford 
Diocesan Guild prior to leaving Ottershaw to take up residence in 
Dulwich.

T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S
(Continued from previous page.) 

the three 6-4 courses we may not have the three 4-6 
courses. In Cornwall, all are freely at our disposal. 
Many other Surprise M ajor methods will only allow us 
to use a definite number o f  natural courses w'hich include 
some o f those with the poorest music. So that, if the 
music o f  the plain course o f  Cornwall were no better than 
the music o f the plain courses o f other m * hods, Cornwall 
would still be the better^ method musically.

But the music o f the plain course o f  Cornwall actually 
is,equalled by very few and surpassed by none. If the 
O xford places o f  the first section had been in 3-4, and so 
given parallel dodging in 5-6' and 7-8, it would, so far 
as that section is concerned, have been better. But the 
price that would have to be paid in other things is ex­
cessive.

There is about the right quantity o f dodging in the 
method, and as the natural coursing order is well main­
tained, varied only by the 4-bell Treble Bob hunting 
course, the necessary rhythm is produced.

The more one studies Cornwall and compares it w'ith 
other methods, such as Cambridge, for instance, the more 
one appreciates its merits. Here, surely, is one which is 
worthy to take its place am ong the standard methods.

LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEETING AT CARDIFF. >

The annual meeting of the Llandaff and Monmouth Diocesan Asso­
ciation was hel4 at Cardiff 011 Easter Monday in St. James’ Church 
Schoolroom and opened with prayer.

Owing to the damage at Llandaff Cathedral, where the meeting 
was to have been held, Canon Lewis, Vicar of St. John’s, Cardiff, 
very readily agreed to have the meeting in the schoolroom of the 
daughter churcn, St. James'.

Canon Lewis met and welcomed the members and took the chair 
at the meeting. Mr. J. W. Jones said it was his painful duty to 
report the passing of Mr. George Popnell, of Bedwellty, who during 
last year was Master of the association. Ho died on F.aster Eve in 
the Royal Gwent Hospital, Newport. Only 48 hours before Mr. Jones 
had sat in hospital with him. He was most cheerful and oonlidenl 
that he would soon be well and wished there would be a good annual 
meeting. Alas! it was a false hope. Ho had evidently been buovod 
up to think he would soon be all right. As a last tribute of respect 
the members stood for a few moments in silence.

On the proposition of Mr. Lovett, seconded by Mr. Bailey, all the 
officers were re-elected.

It was agreed to hold the next annual meeting at the Cathedral 
Church of St. Woolos, Newport^ on Easter Monday, 1942.

The hon. secretary reported that so far a6 he could learn not a 
single church with a ring of bells in the association’s area had been 
damaged as regards the tower and bells. Llandaff Cathedral is badly 
damaged, but the tower and bells are all right. The tower and bells 
of St. John’s, Cardiff, too, have escaped.

It was decided to send a letter of-sympathy to the Editor of ‘ The 
Ringing World ’ in his illness with a hope for a speedy recovery. .

A suggestion \yas- made that when the time arrived for peace 
ringing all ringers Should assist those towers where there is a deple­
tion of ringers owing to service in the Forces.

Canon Lewis was thanked for his kindness and suitably replied. 
The attendance was the smallest on record for an annual meeting. 
Representatives were present from Cardiff, Bridgend, Aberavon, New­
port, Pentre, Penarth, Llandaff and Ebbw Vale.

BOWDON BELLRINGER MARRIED.
HASSELL—PRIESTNER.

Mr. John Hassell, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hassell, of 
Bowdon, who was a ringer at Bowdon before joining the Royal Navy, 
was married at Bowdon Parish Church to Miss Eclna Priestner, 
youngest daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Priestner, of 
1, Vicarage Lane, Bowdon.

The bridegroom returned to his unit the day following the wedding. 
He belongs to an old and respected Bowdon family.

The Rev. J. W. Hollinsliead, curate at Bowdon, officiated.
The bride was given a*vay by her brother, Mr. William Priestner. 

She wore *a powder-blue two-pie<je suit with fur revers, and a hat 
to match. Red carnations made her bouquet. The best man was 
Mr. Frederick Hassell, brother of the bridegroom.

The service was choral, the hymns, ‘ Lead us, Heavenly Father, 
lead us,’ and ‘ God of love,’ being sung. Dr. H. L. Read, the organist 
and choirmaster, was at the organ.

A reception was held at the Methodist Chapel schoolroom in Priory 
Street, Bowdon.

----------  ~ ~  ' ----------  " 1 ”  ~

N O T I C E S —C ontinued .
P R E STO N  H A LL, M A ID ST O N E . —  Mr. Bryan 

O ’Neill (secretary o f the St. Peter’ s Society, Burnham, 
Bucks) has been admitted to the above sanatorium. As 
he is in a strange county, I should be grateful if any o f 
my K .C .A . ringing friends would pay him a visit (it 
would be more than appreciated). He can be visited at 
almost any time on the top floor, Preston Hall.— Geo. 
Gilbert, Instr., St. Peter’ s Society, 5, Fairstead, Lent 
Rise, Burnham, Bucks.

CH AN G E O F A D D R E S S .— Mr. James G eorge ’s ad­
dresses now 645, W ashw ood Heath Road, W ard End. 
Birmingham, 8 .

CH AN G E O F A D D R E S S .— Mr. Thomas G. Bannis­
ter’ s address is now 14, Adelphi Crescent, Hayes, Middle­
sex.

D E A T H .
P IK E .— Edwin Frederick, o f  10, Beecroft Road, S .E .4, 

on April 17th, 1941 , after a very short illness.
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N O T IC E S .
T H E  CH AR G E  F O R  N O TICE S of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate o f 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge o f 1 / 6 .

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d it o r ia l  
O f f ic e  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g , S u r r e y .

N O T IC E S must be received N O T  L A T E R  TH AN  
M O N D A Y .

* The R inging W orld  ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

A N C IE N T SO C IE T Y  O F  CO LLE G E  Y O U T H S. —  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, April 26th. 
Members will meet at the T w o Brewers, Shoe Lane, 
E .C .4, at 2.30. Business meeting and handbells at 15, 
Farringdon Avenue, at 3 p.m .— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., 
Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

M E E TIN G  AT B U SH E Y, Saturday, April 26th, at 
Girl Guides’ Studio, Falconer Road, 3.45 p.m. Excel­
lent opportunity for handbell practice in all methods and 
social gossip. Comfortable room. Tea arranged. Open 
.to all interested in ringing. Good bus service.— C. H. 
Horton, 53 , Aldenham Road, Bushey, Herts Association.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A N D  D IST R IC T S  A SSO C IA ­
T IO N .— W estern Branch.— A meeting will be held at All 
Saints’ , W orcester, on April 26th. Service at 3.30 p.m., 
followed by business meeting.— Ernest F . Cubberley, 
Branch H on. Sec., Park Cottages, Kempsey, near 
W orcester.

O X F O R D  D IO C ESAN  G U IL D .— East Berks and 
South Bucks Branch.— The annual meeting has been ar­
ranged at Cookham on Saturday, April 26th. Handbells 
available. Guild service at 4 p.m . Tea at Royal Ex­
change at 5 p .m ., Is. 3d. per head.— A. D . Barker, Cam­
bridge, W exham , Slough.

S U R R E Y  A SSO C IA T IO N . —  The annual general 
meeting will be.held at Croydon on Saturday, April 26th. 
The tower o f St. John’s will be open, with handbells avail­
able. A  service will be held at 5 p .m ., followed by tea 
and m eeting.— E. G. Talbot, Hon. Sec.

E SSE X  A SSO C IA T IO N .— South-Eastern District.— A 
meeting will be held on Saturday, April 26th, at Danbury. 
Service at 4.15. Tea 5 p .m ., followed by business meet­
ing. Six ‘ silent ’ tower bells available from  3 p.m. 
—  H . W . Shadrack, H on. D is. Sec., 48, Arbour Lane, 
Chelmsford.

LA N C A SH IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N .— Rochdale Branch. 
— A meeting will be held at St. M ark’ s, Glodwick, on 
Saturday, April 26th. Handbells will be available in the 
schoolroom from  3-30 p.m . Business meeting at 6.30 
p.m . Subscriptions due, Reports to hand. D o your 
duty.— Ivan Kay, Sec., 30, Grafton Street, Moorside, 
Oldham, Lancs.

LIN C O LN  D IO C ESAN  G U IL D .— The annual meet­
ing will be held at Lincoln on Saturday, April 26th. The 
Cathedral bells will be available for ‘ silent ’ ringing 
from 2 p.m . Handbell ringing in the R ingers’ Chapel. 
Business meeting in the Chapter House at 3 p.m. 
Cathedral evensong at 4 p.m. W ill members and visitors 
kindly make their own arrangements for tea.— F. W . 
Stokes, H on. Sec. •
'  tE E D S  A N D  D IS T R IC T  S O C IE T Y .— The annual 

general meeting will be held at Leeds Parish Church on 
Saturday, April 26th. Handbells in the belfry from 3

p.m. Business meeting 4.30 p.m. You are requested tQ 
be present.— H . Lofthouse, Hon. Sec., 8 , W ortley Road, 
Leeds, 12.

SU SSE X  C O U N T Y  A SSO C IA T IO N .— The annual 
general meeting will be held in the belfry o f St. Peter’ s, 
Brighton, on Saturday, May 3rd. Handbell ringing 3.30. 
Business meeting 4.30. Half-rail fare (maximum 2s.) al­
lowed to resident members. Address by Vicar o f 
Brighton during the afternoon. N o arrangements for tea. 
Ringers wishing to enter the restricted defence area are 
advised to send 2£d. stamp for a personal summons.— S. 
E. Armstrong, Hon. Gen. Sec., 21, Kenmure Avenue, 
Brighton 6 . .

M 4DLAND C O U N TIE S A SSO C IA T IO N .— Hinckley 
District.— Next meeting at Broughton Astley on Satur­
day, May 3rd. Meet at the Social Club sharp at 6 p.m . 
Handbells and various games available. Reports now 
ready. Subscriptions are due.— W . A . W ood , Dis. Sec.

N O R T H  S T A F F O R D S H IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N .— The 
next meeting will be held at Leek on Saturday, May 3rd. 
Handbells available from 3 p.m . All ringers, welcome, 
and will the association members try to attend? W ill 
ringers make their own tea arrangements?— Andrew 
Thompson, 63, W hitehouse Road, Cross Heath, New- 
cystic Stafts

Y O R K S H IR E  A SS O C IA T IO N .— Eastern District.—  
The annual district meeting will be held at Howden, on 
Saturday, May 3rd, when handbells will be available. 
Service in church at 4 p.m. Tea in Manor House Cafe at 
5 o ’c lo ck ; names, please, by W ednesday, April 30th. 
Business meeting for election o f  officers, etc. Annual re­
ports available at meeting.— H. S. Morley, Hon. Sec., 5, 
Ebor Street, Selby.

M ID D L E SE X  C O U N T Y  A SSO C IA TIO N  A N D  L O N ­
DON D IO CESAN  G U IL D .— The annual general meet­
ing will be held at St. Andrew’s Church, Kingsbury, on 
Saturday, May 10th. Handbell ringing from  3 p.m. 
Service 4.30 p.m . Tea 5.15 p.In., at a cost o f about Is. 
(please bring your own sugar). Annual business meet­
ing to follow . Owing to catering difficulties, tea will be 
provided only for those who make application to me by 
May 5th. Please note, to avoid disappointment. Nearest 
station lo  Kingsbury is W em bley Park (M et.), from 
whence No. 83 buses pass the church.— C. T . Coles, Hon. 
Gen. Sec., 21, Vincent Road, E.4.

A L L  S A IN T S ’ P A R IS H  C H U R C H , IS L E W O R T H , 
M ID D L E S E X .— W e invite ringers to join with the local 
band in a social afternoon of handbell ringing at the above 
church, on Saturday, May 10th, at 3 p.m . Service at 4.30 
p.m., followed by tea in the Mission Hall, South Street. 
Do come and join us, we shall be delighted to see you. 
Names for tea please,(no later than Tuesday, May 6th.—  
O. L . Ashbrook, Tower Sec., ^ 7 , Harvard Road, Isle- 
worth, Middlesex.

SA L ISB U R Y  D IO C ESAN  G U IL D .— Thfe annual 
meeting will be held at Salisbury in the Church House on 
Saturday, May 10th, at 3 p.m . Handbells available at
2.30. Service in St. Thom as’ Church at 4.30. Tea at
5.30 (Is.) if a sufficient number signify their intention o f 
bfing present by May 3rd.— F. LI. Edwards, H on. Sec., 
Kington M agna Rectosy, Gillingham, Dorset.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A N D  D IST R IC T S  A SSO C IA ­
TIO N .— Annual Meeting. — 'Preliminary Notices —  The 
annual meeting will be held ( d . v . )  at W orcester on Sat- 
urfiav afternoon, May 17th.— J. D . Johnson, Gen. Sec.

(Continued on page 202.)
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  F R E E  

f r o m  th e  
R e v . E . S . P O W E L L , S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-BeU Treble

Dominated Methods) ... ..................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B ob )................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section HI. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..............»  .......... 1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B..........................  4. 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS .........  ....................................................................... 1i
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples .........  3

Cambridge Surprise Major ........ . ... 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ................  ... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ..................................... 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ....................................................................... ... ... 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.■ second edition; 2M pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete lyith the Thompson Charts, etc.

•STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
‘ SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

AJ1 post free, on receipt of postal order, from
M i s s  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N

W o o d la n d s , N ew b y  B rid g e , U lv e rsto n , L a n cs/

P U B L IC A T IO N S .
‘ G R A N D SIR E  D O U B LE S A N D  T R IP L E S , Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6$d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. R oe and M . Broome, Orchards, 
W onersh, Surrey.

‘  BOB M IN O R  A N D  M AJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ C A M B R ID G E  M IN O R  A N D  M A JO R ,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. each,
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M > Broom e, Orchards, 
W onersh, Surrey. *

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob. 9

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 / 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 /- ) .  6 bell edition sewn, paper oovers, 64pp.,

« 1/2  (6 copies for 61-).
O b tain ab le  on ly  p o st fre e  fpom  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V ioa rag e , n ear D aven try . *

I
‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HAN0LINC AND NON STRETCHINC
Eat. 1 8 2 0  ■ — ■ Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (ROPES) L td .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rioes in cre a se , 
p re -w a r  q u ality , and send us y o u r  old  Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst n o t ‘In u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M A T S  A N D  B EL L M U F F L E R S
i — ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IM ST A U D  K ,  in Solid Silver

Diameter 2Jin 2iin, 3iia. 3iin. *in. 4}in. 5in. 5Jin 
Price 1 8/S  2 2 /8  2 8 /6  3 3 /8  4 2 /-  S 2 /8  8 7 /8  78 6

The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and O ptician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
M akers of m any famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

John S m ith  & S on s, M idland C lock  W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

H ead Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. JJo. D E R B Y  4 5 S 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildings, London, E.C.4.
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L O S S  A N D  G A IN .
Last week we gave some account o f churches and 

bells, well known to ringers, which have been destroyed 
"or damaged in recent air raids. It is a pitiful tale, and 
unfortunately all, and perhaps the worst, has not yet hap­
pened. On one thing, however, we are all agreed. I f  this 
is part o f the price we must pay to save the liberties o f 
Englishmen and the soul o f England, we shall pay it. 
Loss and gain are not ultimately to be reckoned in terms 
o f material things. England may be much the better for 
all this. W e  hope and trust she will be, and we o f  the 
ringing Exercise may share her gain in an especial way 
o f our own.

Just before the last war it might have seemed that 
the art o f ringing had almost reached its zenith and was 
prosperous in a way it never had been before. Then 
suddenly all came almost entirely to an end. Bands wqre 
broken up or depleted; many ringers lost their lives; and 
those that were left were older. [Reconstruction seemed 
a difficult arid in some cases a hopeless task, yet it was 
accomplished, and in a surprisingly short time. W e  
have never since in one year reached the number o f peals 
which was achieved in 1913, but in other ways we have 
gained immensely. There has been within the Exercise 
during these last twenty years a new spirit which has 
made for life and progress. It was due almost entirely 
to the great cataclysm, and so out o f evil has come good .

The same will happen again if we are true to our­
selves, our art, our Church, and our country; and, much 
as we regret and hate the great loss o f  our bells and 
steeples, we have the consolation that England’s wealth 
o f churches and bells is so great that even if the worst 
we can imagine happens, we shall still be well equipped. 
Almost certainly when this war ends there will be more 
bells in ringing order than when the last war ended. 
That we owe to the splendid work done by our three 
gfeat bell foundries.

It is in individual places that loss will be most felt, 
and the sympathy o f  the whole Exercise goes out to the 
ringers o f Portsmouth, Southampton, Plymouth and 
suchlike towns. London’s loss has been (and, we fear, 
still will be) heavy, but she had eight rings o f twelve 
and, though two are gone, six are left.

Perhaps the thing most to be regretted is the destruc­
tion o f some rings which were fine and typical examples 
o f a> style o f bell founding which belongs to past ages. 
Modern bell founding is carried out on exact and scien­
tific lines, and modern bells are uniformly better than 
those o f earlier times. O f that there can be no doubt, 

(Continued on page 206.)

GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON Ltd-
CROYDON

Founders of the 
HEAVIEST BELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE

C A N A D A  
S. A F R I C A  

N E W  Z E A L A N D

Telephone 
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833). 1

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most important Clocks 

in the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

'THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e r s , S h a k e s p e a re  S t ; ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

TH E R IN G E R ’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration, 
get. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45 /- 
H AL L. M A RKE D  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G I L T  OR W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/-

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, H S U "
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAO, SOMERSET

M ETHOD SPLICIN G
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 

‘ METHOD SPLICIN G ,’ price 1/3  (post free) 
from * The Ringing: World ’ Office, 

LO W ER  PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Ropt 

M anufacturer,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERM OND SEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh. St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

but in the attainment o f this excellence, something neces­
sarily has been lost. The older founders worked by 
traditional and rule-of-thumb methods, which did not give 
such exact results, but did allow the craftsman -to stamp 
his individuality on his work. Abraham Rudhall’s bells 
could not have been cast by anyone but Abraham Rud- 
hall. Thomas M ears’ bells have a quality o f their awn. 
These characteristics may quite possibly be due to de­
fects, but they are defects few  would willingly see re­
moved. Modern rings o f bells have reached a high level 
o f excellence where there iS little room for individuality, 
and there is undoubtedly a sameness in recent bells o f 
like weight. I f we lost Maricroft or Painswick twelve, or 
Fulham ten, they could be replaced by possibly better 
bells, but the loss would be great. St. Bride’ s bells are 
gone, and St. Lawrence Jewry, and St. N icholas’ at 
Bristol. Some hope there is, and some talk, o f  restora­
tion. I f it does qome to pass, would it not be worth 
while to consider whether the tradition o f the old  style 
founding is quite lost? Perhaps the same firm that cast 
the tenor at St. Saviour’s, Southwark, and the tenor at 
St. Andrew ’s, Holborn, jwill supply a whole new ring to 
Jewry o f the same old style and quality.

H A N D B E L L  P E A L .
PRESTON, LANCS.

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION 
On Sunday, April 27,1941, in Twi Hours and sixtten Minutes,

I n t h e  B ei f r y  o f  t h e  P a r ish  C b o r c h ,
A PEAL O F  T R E B L E  BOB M IN O R, 6040 CHANGES| 

Being ail extent each of Norbury, College Exercise, Duke of Norfolk, 
Kingston, London Scholars’ Pleasure, Sandal and Oxford Treble Bob.

Tenor size 15 in C.
E d w a r d  F . C o w p b r t b w a it e  1-2 | C . K e n n b t h  L e w is  _... . . .  3-4

C y r i l  C r o s s t b w a i t e .............  5-5
Conducted by C. K. L e w is .

First peal in seven methods ‘ in hand ’ by all. First peal !*i seven 
methods in the district.

SUFFOLK GUILD.
ANNUAL MEETING AT IPSWICH.

The annual meeting o f the Suffolk Guild was held on April 19th 
in the belfry of St. Mary-le-Tower, Ipswich, and the numerous boards 
on the walls recalled memories of famous peals of the past. No 
doubt there are many ringers in different parts of England who 
have pleasant memories of ringing at this tower, and an instance 
was given when Mr. G. E. Symonds read a letter from Mr. Arthur V. 
Pearson, of Wolverhampton, wishing the Suffolk Guild success and 
expressing appreciation of his visits and ringing a few years ago.

Mr. C. J. Sedgley (Ringing Master) was elected chairman.
The secretary said that it had been proposed to hold the meeting 

on Easter Monday, but it was thought advisable to alter it to the 
Saturday, as it might bo a further inducement for members to attend 
if shops were open.

The report of the treasurer showed a very satisfactory balance. It 
was proposed by the Rev. Herbert Drake to buy War Bonds, but it 
was decided by the meeting to leave the balance in current account.

In re-electing the officers, it was proposed to ask the new Bishop 
of the diocese to become patron of the Guild in place of Dr. W. G- 
Wittingham, who had resigned, and to elect Provost White, of Bury 
St. Edmunds, as vice-president to fill the vacancy caused by the 
death of the Rev. Robert Sinker.

The following members were elected 011 the committee: Messrs. 
W. J. G. Brown, W. Stannard, L. Poulson, D. H. Elliott, Miss S. R.

I E. Bowyer and Mr. Frank Fisher, of TJfford.
It was proposed by Mr. C. E. Fisher, seconded by Mr. G.> E. 

Symonds, tl^t a report should be printed for the years 1940-1941. It 
was suggested that a list of members serving in the Forces might be 
printed in a  future report.

At the finish of the meeting handbells were rung in various methods, 
the conducting being shared by Messrs. W. J. G. Brown and G. E. 
Symonds

Among those present were Mr. George More, of St. Margaret’ s, 
Mr. Fred Bowell, of St. Clement’s, th e .Rev. Herbert Drake and Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Fisher, of Ufford, Mr. William Dye. of G r u n d is b u r g h ,
the Rev. Stannard, of Barking, several of the St. M a r y - l e - T o w e r  
company and two ladies, Miss Sylvia Bowyer and Miss Hilda Snowden.
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S IX  A N D  SE V E N -B E L L  PEA LS.
It was a fortunate thing that one o f the debates 

at the first meeting- o f the Central Council turned 
on a matter which strongly interested and divided 
the opinions o f the ringers o f the day. The average 
ringer was not greatly concerned about the more academic 
questions, although in the long run they might affect him 
profoundly. He did, however, have strong opinions 
about whether it was allowable to ring peals o f Triples 
without a covering bell. A s is usual in such cases, the 
interest had been created and stimulated by personal fac­
tors. A  .few bands, and one in particular, having met 
short in eight-bell towers, had rung Grandsire Triples,

DR.  A. B. C A R P E N T E R .

leaving out the second and turning in the tenor. Other 
men had led a crusade against the practice, and had tried 
to get the associations to refuse to book the performances. 
W hat real motives lay behind their action is o f no conse­
quence. It w’as fortunate that it gave the Council the 
opportunity o f deciding a question which ordinary ringers 
did at the time consider important and in which they were 
keenly interested. ^

The debate arose out o f a series o f resolutions proposed 
by E. F . Strange, which attempted to define the condi­
tions necessary to the accomplishment o f a true and com ­
plete peal on all numbers o f bells from five upwards. So 
far as the numbers other than Triples were concerned, the 
Council postponed the matter, and a good  deal was to 
be heard about them in future years. But the seven-bell 
question called for an immediate decision, and Strange 
moved, and Dr. A . B. Carpenter seconded, that for a

true and complete' peal on seven bells there should be not 
less than 5,040 changes rung w'ith or without a covering 
bell, and without interval, being the extent of changes 
in the method chosen.

This was carried after a keen debate by 40 to 16, seven 
not voting. The division list ŵ as published, and makes 
rather interesting reading. The original dispute had o c ­
curred irt the metropolitan area, and the voting by the 
societies most interested was as fo llow s: For the resolu­
tion, the Cumberland Youths, the Trinity Youths, the 
Surrey Association, the Middlesex Association, and the 
Essex Association (except; for one member). Against the 
resolution, the College Youths, the W aterloo Society and 
the St. James Society.

The great majority for the resolution came from the 
provinces, but H eyw ood himself voted with the minority. 
The sequel came two years later at the meeting at O xford, 
when only 39 representative members wrere present out o f 
73 and two hon. members out o f 12. A rider was added 
to the definition which declared that ‘ nevertheless a per­
formance o f seven bells without the addition of a cover* 
ing bell is to be discouraged.’

The question o f defining a peal on the numbers other 
than seven came up at the Council’ s second meeting, held 
at Birmingham in 1892, when 43 representative and two 
honorary members were present.

It was laid ’down that on five bells a peal should con ­
sist o f  not less than 5,040 changes, without the addition 
o f a covering bell, and in not less than three methods. 
On six bells, not less than 5,040 changes, in true 720’s, 
o f which no two in the same method should be called 
alike. On eight, ten and twelve bells, not less than 
5,000 changes in any one m ethod; on nine and eleven 
bells, ndt less than 5,000 changes in any .one^nethod with 
the addition o f  a covering bell. In 1889, the words, ‘ in 
all cases, starting from  and ending with rounds,; were 
added. v

These resolutions showed one o f the great weak­
nesses o f the Council, which, however, in its early days 
was inevitable. The members attempted to lay down pre­
cise rules for an art which had grown up through the 
ages without any definite rules. They made no attempt 
to understand the history and traditions which lay behind 
the generally accepted standards, and they thought that 
they were fully competent to fix the standards for the 
future. Especially they were, as a whole, quite out o f 
touch with five and six-bell ringing. There wfere, how­
ever, new ideas just beginning to appear in the Exercise 
which would refuse to be shackled by restrictions. So 
far as the higher numbers, were concerned, these restric­
tions were not particularly felt for some years, but until 
1925 anything like spliced ringing was formally illegal.

In the case o f  five and six-bell ringing there was an im­
mediate revolt. The five-bell resolution was a bad and 
illogical one. Its aim was to set a high standard and to 
encourage Minor ringing in six-bell towers, but there wras 
no justice and no real need for forbidding a covering bell 
to peals o f Doubles. N obody really cared anything about 
the resolution; it was totally ignored by the Exercise, and 
in 1897 it was quietly rescinded, nothing being put in its 
place.

Against the Minor resolution the opposition was long 
and active. For years past the Yorkshire men had been 
very keen six-bell ringers, and they practised a vastly 
greater number o f methods than was done anywhere else 

(Continued on next page.)
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in the country. In order to get more than seven inlo a 
peal o f ordinary length, they rang 360’ s and even shorter 
lengths. They held, not without reason, that these per­
formances were worth more than any peal in one or even 
in seven methods, and they asked that they should be 
allowed. This in 1893 the Council refused to do, largely 
by the direction o f the president.

The Yorkshiremen did not accept defeat. Next year 
the matter was again brought up, and again the Council 
refused to sanction anything but complete 720’ s. ’ The 
debate is interesting because the possibility o f spliced 
-ringing was mentioned for the first time. H eyw ood said 
that James W ilde had sent him a true 720 consisting o f

t r , - ; t  W I L L I A M  S N O W D O N .

several methods, and Mr. Bankes'James pointed out that 
it was easy to splice plain methods with singles. Nobody, 
however, seemed to see very much in the idea, and its 
recognition and development had to wait for a quarter of 
a century. It was really an idea which had appeared in 
the early days o f change ringing, but had lain dormant.

W illiam  Snowdon then started a long correspondence 
on the matter in the pages o f the ‘ The Bell N ew s.’

One o f the chief objections to the fourteen 360’ s was 
that in such a peal some o f the possible changes on six 
bells might never be rung at all. T o  get over this, W il­
liam Snowdon moved at the Sheffield meeting in 1895 
that, provided the 720 changes were first rung in their 
entirety, the-rest o f  the peal might be made up o f lesser 
lengths, no tw o in the same method. The Council, how­
ever, would not accept it.

It might have been thought that there was now no 
more to  be said on the matter, but the six-bell ringers, 
andNjspecially those o f the north, were highly dissatisfied, 
and at the London meeting in 1897 the Council rescinded

the whole o f its resolutions on the subject, and left no 
official ruling as to what is a peal o f  Doubles or o f Minor. 
So the matter stood for fourteen years.

This might seem to be a very poor solution o f the 
problem, and indeed, no solution at all, but it was the 
wisest thing to do, for . the Council had fallen into the 
mistake to which such a body was very liable. It had 
attempted to decide on the matter before the members 
understood what was involved. It was not the first or 
the last time it would make a similar mistake,-but that is 
nothing to its' discredit.

One new standard at least was set up. The Exercise 
accepted the condition that no tw o 720’ s in the same 
method should be called alike. That has been the gener­
ally recognised rule ever since.

Spliced ringing became a real thing about the year 
1910. < On February 15th, 1911, at Edenham, in Lincoln­
shire, Law James called a 5,040 consisting o f  seven true 
720’s in fourteen methods, and at the Leicester meeting 
in that year he moved that nothing should be recognised 
as a pe^l o f Minor unless it consists o f at least seven true 
and complete 720’s.

The proposal was not received very warmly. Maitland 
Kelly insisted (as he did on several Occasions) that a 
‘ peal ’ on six bells is a 720, and anything else is a ‘ per­
formance. ’ This was a traditional opinion which lingered 
for long in the Devon Guild. In the end, James’ motion 
was adopted as a ‘ recom m endation,’ not as a ‘ rule.’

W hat I believe was the last 'o f the old style multi­
method peals was rung on March 16th, 1911, ati Tiben- 
ham, in N orfolk, and consisted o f  fourteen 360’ s.

The Council had not yet finished with the six-bell ques­
tion, -but the further controversies on the matter belong 
to the story o f  recent times.

THE COLLEGE YOUTHS.
After the Great Fire o f  London in 1666, Sir Christopher Wren pre­

pared a plan to rebuild the City on quite different and, as it was 
supposed more convenient lines, but the scheme came to naught 
because, while the authorities were thinking about it, the oitizens 
went back to the chaxred rums of their houses and started life afresh.

There is a good deal of the same spirit to-day, and among those 
who share it are the College* Youths. They have gone back to the 
City, though not to their old haunt. You may search for The Coffee 
Pot, but you will search in vain, for every trace of it has gone, and 
the society meets at a tavern not so far away, and holds its business 
meeting at Mr. Langdon’s office. ’  •

The Coffee Pot was not the only tavern associated with the College 
Youths’ long history which has disappeared. There was The. Goose 
and Gridiron. That fell to the house breakers 40 years ago and so 
escaped the fate of The Coffee Pot which it would have shared. 
There was The Barn, which stood where Trafalgar Square now is. 
There was the Barley Mow by St. Bride’s, There is a tavern now 
on its site, but the name is changed, and it is but a small portion 
of an immense office building. The Old Bell, where Annable, and 
Cundell, and Hardham sometimes had a  drink, is still there, how 
much rebuilt and changed we do not know. And what of the Whit­
tington and Cat, as famous a tavern as any in the story of the 
Exercise, with so many memories of the London Youths and the 
College Youths, of handbell peals, and Matt. Wood, and Haley, and 
Cox, and Cooter? That, too, is gone.

The Two Brewers may be a poor substitute for these famous names, 
but ’twill serve. And the faithful few who every, fortnight meet 
there are doing ik> small tiling to keep alive an old and an honour­
able tradition.

Last Saturday the meeting was not large, but it was select. The 
Master, of course, and. the secretary, Mr. Bert Hughes, Mr. George 
Price, Mr. Alexander Young, Mr. Harry Miles, Mr. Langdon, Mr. 
Murrel, and one or two others.

Business was largely routine and formal, but news of the deaths'of 
three members, Fred Pike, Henry Parker and George Popnell, drew 
sympathetic references. And then the members, being in reminiscent 
mood, began to tell tales of the men of old, Wood, and Muskr-tt, and 
Cooter, and Pettet, and kept it up so long that there was no time 
for more than a coil^>le of courses on (lie handbells. .But it was all 
worth while.
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WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
SUCCESSFUL MEETING tAT CLENT.

Excellent weather drew an attendance of nearly forty members and 
friends to a meeting of the Northern Branch of the Worcestershire 
and Districts Association, held at Clent on April 19th, and members 
were present from Birmingham (St. Cliad’s and Selly Oak), Belbrougli- 
1*m, Brierley Hill, Clent, Cradley, Hagley, Kidderminster, Stourbridge, 
Wollaston and Wolverley in the Northern Branch area, and Arley 
Kin^s in the Western Branch area.

The tower bells were available for ‘ silent * practice during the 
afternoon and evening, and very good use was made of them, the 
methods ranging from Bob Major and Grandsire Triples to Stedman 
and Treble Bob, while a course of Loudon Surprise Major, which 
pleased everyone, was one of the high spots of the after-tea pro­
ceedings. Meanwhile the handbells were kept busy down below in the 
north aisle of. the church, where excellent striking was again the order 
the day, one touch of 378 Grandsiro Triples being particularly note­
worthy. - . .

The spirit of the gathering was, if anything, above ‘ pre-war ’ 
standara. in spite of the recent * blitzes,’ 'and many who had hurried 
away from their work in the munition factories for an hour or two!s 
recreation at the ropes felt themselves amply rewarded for their 
efforts-

THE FIRST TRUE PEAL.
To-day is the 227th anniversary" of what is generally regarded as 

•the first true peal ever rung. The tablet, which still hangs in the 
belfry of St. Peter Mancroft, reads as follows

* May the 2d 1715 Here was Rung by the Ringers call’d Norwich 
Scholars that most Incomparable Peal call’d Gransir Bob Triplets, it 
being the 3d whole peal that they have Rung but the first whole 
Peal that ever was Ruu^ to the truth by any Ringers whatsoever. 
It has been studied by the most Acute Ringers in England (but to 
no effect) ever sinoe Triple Changes were first Rung but now at last 
its found out to truth by John Garthon one of the said Society and 
Rung by him and the rest of the Society in 3 lioui*s 18 minutes which 
is about 1,550 Changes in an hour the whole Peal being 5,040 Changes 
and not one Bell misplac’d or out of Course. The Names of Which 
Ringers are underwritten against their Respective Bells as they Rung.

John G arthon........................  1 Davd. Sannevill .................  5
Isaac Pearce ......................... 2 Tlio: Gardiner .................  6
John Briggs ........................  3 William Dixon .................  7
James B rook e ........................  4 Robert W ood cock .................  8 ’
An account of the men and the peal wTas given in our issue of 

August 2nd last.

A FAMOUS SUFFOLK RINGING FAMILY.
THE MOTTS OF FRESSINGFIELD.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I have wondered recently when reading: accounts of old 

ringers of the past whether the Exercise would be interested in the 
Motts family.

Most people seem to associate them with the late James and Billy, 
of Ipswich, only, but they were natives and descendants of an old 
ringing line at Fressingfield. In fagt, the last time I saw James 
Motts was there on the occasion of William Riches’ funeral (about 
1922), to whom they were related, I  believe. -

My father was born at Fressingfield in 1847, and a few yeare before 
he died in 1934 I tried his memory of the Fressingfield ringers in liis 
younger days and made a few notes.

Before the funeral of William Riches my father, who was also on a 
visit, told me they would ring a ‘ dumb ’ peal and handbells over 
the grave. This was the only time I have seen or heard handbells 
with the tongues muffled, with felt or baize, I think it was. I did 
not know the late Mr. Poppy or Mr. Fred Borrett then, but I think 
they each rang a pair.

Although my father was not a ringer, he would chat about the 
ringers of his days there, and when peal attempts were made how 
people in the village would be interested and listen for the bells to

come home ’ or be disappointed at failures.
Another thing connected with the funeral that day was after lialf- 

muffled ringing in the evening the bells \yere * ceased ’ by first setting 
the treble, the second and so on to the tenor. I did not understand 
the whole pull and stand then, so do not know if it was rung.

At one time there were enough Motts related to ting the octave. 
James Motts, who kept the Fox and Goose, and Seymour Motts were 
brothei*s. James had three sons, William (a baker), Robert and 
Janies. * William had three sons, Clement, James and William.

According to my father, all were ringers, and the last two >vere 
the well-known Ipswich men.

When Saxfield six were* opened, the Fressingfield ringers won the 
gloves (white, I believe).

Dr. Raven, who was Vicar at the time, obtained the Queen’s photo 
on the occasion of Ted Chandler (gardener) ringing for the fiftieth 
year in succession and Queen’s Jubilees 1887 and lfc97.

I was shown a copy of the ‘ Cliyis * once at the * Fox ’ with the 
weights of Mancroft twelve written in ink on the inside cover.

DAVID VINCENT.
6, Stanway Drive, Hale, Cheshire.

LOUGHBOROUGH

T H E

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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BELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

T H E  E D IT O R .
The Editor is still confined to hospital and, although 

his progress is slow, it continues to be satisfactory.

B E L F R Y  G O S S IP .
Congratulations to Mr. Albert Walker, who reaches his sixty-fifth 

birthday to-morrow.
Among the churches of South London damaged or destroyed in 

recent air raids is one which had one of tho oldest rings of eight in 
the Metropolis. The belfry played a part in the history of the__Exer- 
cise and for a short time was the headquarters of the St. James’ 
Society, but for many years the bells have been unringable. The last 
peal in the tower was somewhere about 1912.

A church, where in the past fifty years much ringing history has 
been made, had a narrow escape in a recent raid, when several high 
explosive bombs fell in and around the churchyard. All the doors, 
windows and louvre coverings were blown out and the roof severely 
damaged. The bells are safe and sound.

It was here the Ladies’ Guild rang their first Surprise peals, and 
a band whose average age was 15£ years rang a peal of Bob Major. 
A fund in memory o f the late E. Barnett, sen., provides the bell ropes.

Last week we stated that a Taylor ring of eight in a South-Western 
suburban town had been destroyed. We are happy to say that this 
is not correct. A peal book dating from the 18th century, which 
records the doings of early ringers of the town, is also safe.

April 30tli was John Carter’s birthday. On that date in 1924. wheu 
he was 70, he gave a party at Mr. E. A. Young’s house in Fore>st 
Hill and demonstrated for the first time his reconditioned ringing 
machine, Miss Edith Parker calling a touch on it.

The present record length of Grandsire Caters is 16,271 changes 
rung at Appleton in 1932, which beat the 15,227 at Cheltenham men­
tioned in Belfry Gossip^ast week.

Capt. Arthur Peniston Moore died on April 30th, 1891. He was a 
member of a very good band at Redenliall in Norfolk, where he 
usually rang the tenor. JVith Mr. Gervas Holmes and Mr. Mackenzie 
he started a bell foundry which cast several rings of bells, and he 
was one of the earliest members of the Central Council, although be 
was not able to attend the first meeting.

The first peal by the Cambridge University Guild was rung on 
handbells on April 28tli, 1890. The method was Plain Bob Triples and 
the band consisted of the Rev. A. H. F. Boughey 1-2, E. Bankes 
James 3-4, H. Law James 5-6, and C. F. Wedemeyer 7-8. Law James 
conducted. .

On the same dale iif-1923, the record length of Cambridge Surpriso 
Major, 12,896 changeij, was rung hy the Midland Counties Association 
at Stoney Stanton. /  The composition was by Edwin Hims and the 
peal was called by Harold J. Poole froln the fifth, which was fixed 
throughout instead of tho seventh. This was necessitated by the 
falseness of the method.

On May 5th, 1817, the’'Pains wick Youths rang 12,312 changes of 
Grandsire Caters. It was tlie-longest at the time by ten men, but 
the Norwich Scholars as early as 1737 had rung 12,600 in the same 
method, but with the tenor double handed.

On the same date in 1887 the first peal ii\ Dorset, Graudsire Triples, 
was rung at Bridport.

Fifty years ago to-day nine peals were rung. They consisted of 
Grandsire Triples 4, Oxford Bob Triples 1, Stedman Triples 2, Bob 
Major 1, and Double Norwich Court Bob Major 1. One of the peals 
of Stedman was Mr. Isaac Emery’s first in the method. It was rung 
at Chisleliurst and was called by J. W. Washbrook. The composition 
was ‘ Thurstans] Reserved,* about whicjj there has lately been some 
correspondence in our columns. On the same day Washbrook called 
Holt’s Ten-Part on the neighbouring bells, which have recently been 
destroyed..

THE LATE GEORGE POPNELL.
AN APPRECIATION.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—May I trespass on your valuable space to pay a short 

tribute to my closest ringing friend. He had a wide circle of friends, 
who will all regret to hear of his passing.

1 first met him in April, 192®, when he arranged and rang in my 
first- peal of Grandsire Triples. Although he was nearly 20 years my 
senior, age was no barrier to a friendship that made us well nigh 
inseparable. His enthusiasm was unbounded aUd infectious. Distance 
was no object in the cause of ringing, and in our association we had 
rung some 52 peals together, many of them my first peals in various 
methods. •

I mourn the loss of a fiue ringer and a staunch friend.
• -  DONALD G. CLIFT.

Bristol *
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H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .
ANNUAL MEETING AT ST. ALBANS.

For the first time in its existence the Hertford County Association 
held its annual meeting on a Saturday (April 19th) instead of Easter 
Monday, the arrangement being made under the impression that there 
would be no bank holiday. There certainly was not as large a 
gathering as usual, nor was it expected, but 39 partook of an ex­
cellent tea provided at the Water end Barn, a sixteenth century 
tithe barn removed from Lord Brocket’s estate in Hertfordshire.

The members attended 4 o’clock evensong in the Cathedral. The 
Dean said that it was a pity the bells could not be rung, but it was 
good that the Herts Association should come to their annual service. 
They were practising their art in silence, hoping for the day when 
tho bells would ring out for peace. .

Mr. C. H. Horton (president) presided at the business meeting, 
and after a few words of welcome said that it was a pleasure to see 
the enthusiasm with which some people had taken up handbell ring­
ing, and asked members to support their local secretaries and keep 
their subscriptions up to date, so that the association /could be kept 
going, ready for the times of peace.

The secretary, in the absence of the treasurer (Lieut. G. E. Deben- 
ham) presented the balance sheet, which showed a balance in hand 
of £3 3s. 3d., a drop of £10 5s. lOd. ou* the previous year, partly 
accounted for by the accounts of one aistrict not being received 
until after the accounts had been audited on April 16tli, and the 
non-payment by many members, who it is hoped will send along in 
due course. He also presented the report on the Benevolent Fund. 
The balance in hand now amounts to £29 6s. 2d., representing an 
increase of £2 12s. 9d. on the year. Contributions have fallen off 
during the year, the only sums received being fUmi the Watford 
District and the St. Albans District.

The Voluntary Bell Fund now lias a balance at the bank of £11 8s. 
4d., an increase of £3 2s. 2d. on the year. The chief source of the 
year’s income was the collection at the ringers’ service at the Cathe­
dral on Easter Monday, 1940, and, in addition, contributions have been 
received from the Watford, St. Albans and Northern Districts.

THE HON. SECRETARY’S REPORT.
In his annual report, Mr. G. W. Cartmel referred to the ban on 

ringing and the unceHainty which for a long time existed as to how 
or on what occasions the bells should be rung in the advent of invasion.

‘ After centuries of ringing on Sundays,’ he continued, ‘ the stop­
page is not only a serious menace to change ringing, but it is a 
great national loss to the community. Well, we will shoulder our 
burden courageously, trusting the day may be near when righteous­
ness, which alone can exalt a nation, will triumph over wrong, and 
our bells again ring their ever welcome music. To cany on in the 
best possible way is the test before us, which must be seriously tackled 
by us all. In the meanwhile, the upkeep of the bells mus't not be 
neglected for indifference may mean damage. As to ringing in general, 
I believe that much is being done in various ways throughout the 
country to keep bands together until peaceful days arrive. My in­
formation as to our own association is somewhat meagre, being con­
fined chiefly to the St. Albans and Watford districts.

Meetings for handbell ringing had been carried out in the Watford 
district under the capable and energetic guidance, of the president 
with great success. Eight had been held with an attendance of 139 
ringers. The effort is much appreciated, for it lias given impetus to 
handbell ringing and renewea friendship over the cup that cheers 
and promotes good fellowship. At St. Albans Cathedral the clappers 
of the front ten have been displaced and electric bells have been fitted 
in the ringing chamber through the initiative and ingenuity of its 
conductor, Mr. H. E. Goodeuough. This enables practices to be 
carried on and beginners instructed. ' At St. Peter’s “  dumb ”  practice 
is carried on most successfully, and rumour says that a touch of 
Cambridge was rung at a recent meeting. At this and at the Cathe­
dral tower there is a strong nucleus of lady ringers. Broxbourne have 
also carried on with their practices.

NEW LADY RINGERS.
Following the example of St. Albans, the ladies of North Mimms 

have taken up practice, and at a meeting in June three joined as 
members. Mr. H. J. Hazell was responsible for this meeting and 
combined his secretarial duties with that of organist on the occasion.

Peals have been few : three on tower bells and three on handbells. 
Grandsire Triples at Bushey Heath, conducted by Mr. C. W. Woolley; 
seven Surprise Minor methods at Apsley End, conducted by Mr. 
Walter Ayre; Stedman Triples at Northchurch, conducted by Mr.
E. S. Turner. On handbells, Double Norwich and Cambridge Sur­
prise Minor, conducted by Mr. C. \V. Woolley, and a peal of Oxford 
Treble Bob Major, conducted by Mr. E. S. Turner.

We have lost by death, continued the report, several of our oldest 
members, notably Messrs. Challis F. Winney, G. B. Lucas, W. D. 
Smith, J. Chatley, Charles H. Howard. Alfred Pye and others. Mr. 
Winney first identified himself with ringing in St. Albans in 1884. 
at a time when change ringing was being rerived in the city, and 
the Cathedral Society came into existence. His practical interest in 
our association was keen to the last, for he found much pleasure and 
spiritual uplift in our annual service and meeting. A scheme has 
been launched for the erection of a tablet to his memory in the 
ringing chamber of St. Clement Danes’ Church, subscriptions for 
which are being collected by Mr. A. B. Peck, secretary to the Ancient

Society of College Youths. He has gone U> his rest, but the memory 
and influence o f  a good life will remain with us always.

Mr. G. B. Lucas, of Walthamstow, was an ardent and enthusiastic 
ringer, and must have attended nearly all our annual meetings. I 
remember meeting him at Hertford at the annual meeting in 1890, 
and again in 1939. His “  penny-farthing ”  bicycle must have carried 
him thousands of miles for ringing purposes with his chum, Waghorn. 
He was a gifted ringer, and it has been truly said of him that he 
was always ready to help others, many of whom are now famous 
ringers.

Mr. W. D. Smith was probably known more to London ringers, had 
been a member for many years, and .was with us at the opening of 
the Cathedral augmentation.

Mr. H. Walker, who migrated from St. Albans to Luton many 
years ago, was a good ringer, and we sympathise with the Luton 
band in their loss. Messrs. Greenhill (Hemel Hempstead), Newell and 
Norris (Berkhamstead) must also l)e added, with regret.

Mr. Joe Chatley was known to many especially in St. Albans, being 
a member of the Cathedral band and also associated with St. Peter’s 
tower by honorary membership. . At the graveside, a course of Grand­
sire Triples was rung on handbells, and in the evening, at St. Peter’s 
Church, a touch of Grandsire Caters was rung.

Our sympathy goes also to the Aldenham ringers, in the death 
of their last Vicar, the Rev. Canon Gibbs, a member of the Associa­
tion for many years. Canon Gibbs was greatly interested in ringing, 
and we shall remember his geniality and goodness towards ringers at 
all times. We also sincerely regret tho recent damage the church 
has sustained by German barbarity.

I am sure we all heard with regret of the illness of Mr. J. S. 
Goldsmith, the editor and proprietor of “  The Ringing World,”  and 
that we are now glad to hear also that he is recovering from his 
operation. I feel sure that the goodwill expressed by letter^ to him 
from so many ringers will be a tonic to a quickened recovery and 
ever remain to him a monument of answered prayers and good 
fellowship. To keep “  The Ringing World ”  in circulation is a problem 
he has to face, for it is uncertain what drastk; measures the Govern­
ment may take at any moment in decreasing supplies of paper. The 
absence of men under war conditions must have decreased the circula­
tion, and I would suggest that this leakage might be met by new 
subscribers. One copy in a belfry is not sufficient for a band, and I 
would most earnestly ask for your support. We have a paper which 
caters foY ringers alone, and I think the absence of peals has made 
the paper far more interesting to everyone than hitherto. Let us 
qjieer our sick brother by becoming subscribers.

THE LIBRARY.
At the suggestion of the acting librarian, Mrs. Fergusson, it lias 

been decided to remove the more valuable books of our library to 
safer quarters, and Messrs. Thompson and Debenham have kindly 
offered to put them into«a safe; a very gracious act.’

The treasurer’s statement and the hon. secretary's report were 
adopted.
• Mr. T. G. Ha#kins, of Chalfont St. Giles, and Mr. W. Wolstencrofl, 
of Ashton-uuder-Lyne, were elected non-resident, members. The fol­
lowing officers were “elected; President, Mr. C. H. Horton; treasurer, 
Mr. G. E. Debenham; secretary, Mr. G. Wr. Cartmel; acting librarian, 
Mrs. Fergusson; auditors, Messrs. Mercer and Hole.

The president very nicely thanked the Dean for his presence and 
for his address, which the Dean acknowledged, regretting the absencc 
of the collection at the service. He promised two guineas for the 
Voluntary Bell Fund, which has since been received.

Mr. W. Ayre moved that as a matter of economy the annual report 
be not printed. The secretary moved an amendment that it be 
printed in a modified form, as he considered it was vital for the 
success of the association. A chorus of voices supported the amend­
ment, and the president said he could not carry on his work as a 
district secretary without it. It was carried with a large majority.

A vote of thanks to the officers of the association, the choir at ther 
Cathedral for their beautiful singing, and to Dr. A. C. Tysoe, the 
organist, who played as a concluding voluntary 1 The Music of the 
Bells,’ was lieaj*tiiy, given. Both the towel's qf the Abbey and .St, 
Peter’s were visited durmg the day, and some good practice was * 
obtained both on the tower and handbells, the electric bells fitted iir 
the Abbey chamber being voted a great acquisition and success.

The secretary thanked very warmly the members for notifying their 
attendance. Thirty-nine accepted, and the same number had tea. 
Thus concluded a meeting which was well worth while.

R E M IN IS C E N C E S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I was much interested in reading the reminiscences by
E. B. It brought? back to my mind very forcibly the occasion, soni' 
thirty years since, when I saw the late Ernest Pye ringing the eleventh 
bell to Stedman Cinques at York Minster, which the local men said 
did not go well. I much admired the splendid way he handled it.

I saw also at that time the late George Breed ring the tenor to a 
course of Kent Maximus there, and had the pleasure of hearing some 
of his reminiscences of London life and ringing there before he came 
to York. * W. L. DUF FI ELD.

Long Stratton, Norfolk.
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C O N T R A R Y  M O T IO N .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—At. last we are told what that absurd terra, ‘ backward 
hunting,’ is supposed to ujean. It reminds me of the meeting of the 
Central Council at Liverpool, wliep we had a motion about it on 
tho agenda. During the discussion, I asked Mr. Trollope straight 
out what it meant. He replied, * Backward hunting is—*er—backward 
hunting.’ He did not intend this to be funny; indeed, he was never 
more in earnest. The reporters, however, had a different idea; they 
seized on it eagerly. Not *>nly was this reported in our own impel'*, 
but it went all over the world. I heard from i the other side such 
comments as, ‘ We saw in our paper the funny question you asked in 
Liverpool.’ So we had, between us, added to the ‘ gaiety of the 
nations,’ and caused people to think how absurd lingers are. N6w 
I do not suppose Mr. Trollope worries about this; but he should 
remember that there are some ringers who do. And in any ease it 
means that some likely recruits were warned off, and lost to the 
Exercise.

However, after the meeting I resolved to find out, and asked every­
one I met the halite question. But first of all it was put to me. For, 
encountering a large group of members, one of them asked me, 
‘ What is this “  backward hunting ”  you have been talking about? 
Is it the same as what we usually call “  hunting down ” ?’ Someone 
cliimed in, ‘ Of course it is.’ And with this -they all agreed. My 
assurances that it was not were met by expressions of polite 
incredulity.

Now these men were iu_ the front rank, as we should all agree. 
They were much better ringers than I was, though they did not 
consider themselves so goo j as I  was in regard to nomenclature, or 
they would not have tackled me as they* did. There were enough of 
them to alter the voting,' had they understood what the words meant.

STEDMAN SLOW SIX.
All the others to whom I ' put this question agreed in one thing. 

This was that the slow six in Stedman is ‘ backward hunting.’ They 
all admitted this witl* a curious reluctance. This was not because 
(as we shall see) all tho six changes have not this motion. But 
because they thought it meant something more than appears in a 
Stedman slow six. And it was in this something more that the 
trouble began. Tor unfortunately they all ' difiefed about it. Evi­
dently this ridiculous term conveys a different* idea to each.one who 
uses it. If, therefore, most ringers do not know what it means, and 
those who do think they know cannot agree as to its meaning, <\o 
you not think it would be bettefr to give ,up using it?

Anyway it cannot be much wanted, for during all these years since 
the Liverpool meeting it has never been used till lately. The first 
time it appeared in print was when half of it was inserted "in Trollope’s 
edition of * Stedman.’ There, over a quick six is printed ‘ forward,’ 
and over a slow six ‘ backward.’ No attempt is made to explain 
these words, but ' hunt forwards ’ and ‘ backwards ’ is mentioned in 
the letterpress. About a year ago, the whole expression appeared in 
your columns; and since then another half of it has Appeared. These 
instances, which I think are exhaustive, do not look as if it were of 
much use.

It is not difficult to understand why the expression is not much 
used, apart from the ridicule it brings on ringers. For with all due 
respect to what your article says about two kinds, I should say that 
there are three kinds of movement in change ringing. The first is 
hunting; the second places; the third dodging. Of these three, hunt­
ing is the one that neither causes or is caused by the motion with 
that absurd name. The dodging may be altered by it, but so it may 
in other ways; and to join the name to dodging would therefore be 
misleading, though not so wrong as perversely calling contrary motion 
‘ hunting —the one thing it is not.

It is, however, by places that the motion is altered. As long as 
the number of places is even—two f ‘ making places ’ ), four, and so 
on—the movement is not altered. But if there are an odd number 
of places—one (a snapping blow, at lead or elsewhere), three places, 
or an odd number—the motion is at once altered. If, therefore, a 
special name were required for contrary motion, it should be joined 
rather to places than to either of the other two.

THREE KINDS OF MOVEMENT.
These three Itinds of movement, may overlap somewhat. Thus a 

snapping blow, at lead or elsewhere, partakes of the nature of all 
three. This, however, is no reason for mixing them, and for saying 
that ‘ leading and lying whole pulfs are a part of hunting.’ We are 
only misleading ourselves and others by writing such nonsense, which 
every ringer knows is not the case : and which no one would have 
thought of, had they not to support this impossible technical term.

Hunting is movement from or to the lead. As soon as the lead is 
reached again, hunting ceases—unless it is a snapping lead, when 
hunting down overlaps with hunting u d . In other cases hunting down 
ceases, before hunting up begins. To see that this is so, we can 
imagine (though we should not "be allowed to ring) a bell to lead 

-three, or more times. Then between the first blow at lead and tjie 
last there are one or more rows. These certainly do not belong to 
the hunting down, and equally they do not belong to the hunting 
up. Thus there must be an interval at the lead. But, it may be 
said, it is to prevent this argument that we say that leading is part 
of hunting. This is not very logical, but we will meet him who raises

• it on his own ground. From the row in which a bell leads at hand

stroke there is a change to the row in which it leads at back. Now 
is this change up or down? It cannot be down, for the bell has 
finished hunting down as soon as the lead, is reached, that is by the 
time the preceding row is begun. Neither can it bo up; for hunting 
up is^only when a bell leaves the lead. It does not begin until an­
other bell has led. There must, therefore, usually be one change 
which is pure leading, neither hunting down nor up.

This may be shown graphically thus. If there are a few changes 
containing the full lead of any bell, written on paper ruled in 
squares, and we join tho centre point of each square occupied by the 
number which represents that bell, we get a diagram of its course. 
Up to the first lead we have a line at an angle of 45 degrees to the 
rulings. After the second lead we also have another line with the 
same angle, but in the other direction. How are we to join these 
two lines? If your article is right, we should produce them until 
they meet. This, however, is impossible, as a bell cannot be in front 
of the lead. It is equally impossible to join them by lines in the other 
direction. The only possible way is, as we know, by a line per­
pendicularly down. This line represents a lead—a down line;'while 
hunting is always represented by a line which moves sideways as well 
as down. These are always different lines, and the two cannot ever 
be the same.

‘ BACKWARDS.’
This naturally brings US t<j the second portion of our delectable 

compound, ‘ backwards.’ If a man is falling from a height, he will 
fall in a perpendicular straight line. If a wall is near, the place at 
which he falls will be the same distance from it as that from which 
ho fell, and in the same straight line; he is, therefore, moving down 
only, not backwards or forwards. The article says the motion in 
question is when the leading is back and hand. This, however, is as 
we have just seen, vertical motion, like falling* down from a height. 
How can it be forwards or backwards? No other science mixes up 
vertical and horizontal (or diagonal) motion in this way, or it would 
soon come to grief. And change ringing cannot claim to be a law 
to itself in this matter.

We are given an illustration in which one column is marked ‘ for­
ward.’ There Is nothing forward in this column, or at any rate 
nothing that is not equally backward. The same appliesto the other 
column labelled ‘ backward,’ a word which is just as misleading.

Nothing is said as to which row is handstroke. If in each case the 
column is begun with a handstroke, as is usually the case where a 
line is not drawn, the result will not agree with the article.

We have already words to describe the two kinds of leading:
‘ right ’ and ‘ wrong.’ I - am not quite sure whether ‘ wrong ’ is the* 
right word for us (to use an Irishism). But at any rate the word is 
in use, and it is understood by everyone. Why not use a slightly 
ridiculous term, rather than a wholly ridiculous one, even if its mean­
ing has to be, a little enlarged—if one must be used ? Moreover, 'it 
has only one syllable instead of four.

But it may be said, so far we have only considered one part of the 
definition. Unfortunately, it is the only part which is intelligible. 
Tho other part says, ‘ When the odd bells go down, and the even 
bells go Up.’ Now in ringing as in other things, whatever goes up 
has to come down. In the examples shown, every bell goes up half 
tho time, and the other half down, and this applies to odd and even 
alike. Evidently something has been left out; it would be' unprofit­
able to speculate on what the missing words may be.

There is, however, one thing which is clear. In the examples given, 
one column is the other inverted. The. top of one is the bottom of 
the other, in both cases. Can it be that inversion is the real defini- # 
tion that the article is trying to give us? At any rate, three different 
definitions are mentioned—the incomplete one about odd bells going 
up; the leading at back and hand; and inversion. They have to be 
made to fit, which is not self-evident. And they must apply to 
principles, such as Stedman; a requirement which does not seem to 
suit any of them.

A PLAIN STATEMENT WANTED?
Can it be that what would solve the difficulties the writer seem* 

to have- got into would be a plain statement that to invert a piece of 
ringing (or to introduce contrary motion therein) you must have a 
snapping blow somewhere?

Take Stedman, as all seem agreed on it. In a slow six the contrary 
motion is introduced by the snapping lead with which it begins. 
That snapping lead is in the ' right * position, not as the two follow­
ing leads (four rows), which are ‘ wrong.’ The last row has a snap­
ping lead (again in the * right ’ position); this brings us back from 
contrary motion. Thus there are only five changes in this six which 
are in contrary motion. The first change is in ordinary motion, and 
could be added to the preceding quick six, which would then have 
(to use another Irishism) seven such changes.

From this we see that contrary motion is not opposed to tho other 
kind in such a way that all changes are similarly divided; so> that 
the number of one kind equals that of the other. In methods where 
a snapping blow is found neither in the plain course, nor in the calls, 
there is no contrary motion. «

The other articles in this series have been so uniformly good that 
\t has been an unpleasant duty to find fault with this one. But we 
know that even Jovo has been known to nod, and if the writer felt 
himself bound to bolster up this ‘ backward 1 fallacy, well, we can 
only be sorry for the woolly and inconclusive arguments he had to 
introduce. H. DRAKE.
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T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
D IF F IC U L T Y .

Ever since the year 1835, when the Norwich Scholars 
achieved what they called the ‘ unsurmountable task ’ 
o f  ringing- a peal o f  London Surprise and, indeed, from 
long before that, London has always been considered the 
most difficult o f all Major methods. From time to time 
other methods have been rung or been published which 
have claimed to supersede it, but none has as yet suc­
ceeded in taking its place, nor are there any signs that 
its prestige is likely to be diminshed in the future. W hat 
are the reasons for its great popularity?

N o doubt? the method owes a great deal to its name 
and to its history. It appeared in London, probably as 
the composition o f the great Benjamin Annable, at a time 
jivhen method ringing had not been greatly developed, 
and it proved too hard a nut to crack even by the very 
skilful band o f the ancient Society o f College Youths, 
w ho had already rung the first peal o f Cambridge. After 
that it was printed in the ‘ Clavis ’ and most o f the suc­
ceeding text books. So when the great modern expan­
sion o f method ringing began it had already gained its 
reputation.

But it is one thing to gain a reputation and another to 
keep it. Fifty years ago Cambridge and Superlative 
were difficult methods, only practised by the most skil­
ful o f all bands; now ths average ringer reckons to ring 
them. London is certainly far more widely practised 
than it was, but it still is treated with respect.

The popularity o f London is due entirely to its difficulty 
and to the demands it makes on the attention and skill 
o f  the ringer. In almost every other quality it is jdefi- 
cient and second-rate.

There have been people— perhaps there still are—|\vho 
have maintained that London is a musical method, and 
usually they have based their opinion on the number of 
rows in the course in which the tenors are not parted by 
more than one or two other bells. Such a test is, as we 
have already pointed out, a purely fallacious one. It is 
difficult to believe that anyone who listens carefully out­
side the tower to a well-struck peal o f London, can find 
any satisfaction in the music.

An excellent way o f comparing the rhythms o f dif­
ferent methods is to listen outside (not *vheil you are 
yourself ringing) to an ordinary peal o f Spliced Surprise 
on the 3-lead course plan. All four methods are then at 
their best, for only the Middle, W ron g  and Hom e leads 
are rung, and the inferiority o f London to the other three 
is most noticeable. W hen you are yourself ringing, the 
interest w^ich London supplies entirely counterbalances 
this musical inferiority.

T o  ring a method properly, there are two things you 
must m aster; you must know thoroughly what you have 
to do, and you must know thoroughly how to do it. 
There are methods which require a good  deal o f  time and 
attention to learn, but, once learnt, do not present any 
particular difficulties in ringing to the really competent 
men. And there are methods which scarcely need any 
learning at all, but which are supremely difficult to per­
form . Many years ago James Motts, o f  Ipswich, a first- 
class twelve-bell ringer, in a conversation on this matter 
agreed that probably the most difficult thing in ordinary 
ringing would be to perform well a peal of. Plain Bob 
M aximus, in which all the bells were thoroughly mixed

up. The difficulty would be caused by the fact that the 
movement is rapid and that all the guides and landmarks 
by which you ordinarily find your way among twelve bells 
have been removed.

There is a considerable amount to learn before you 
start to ring London, and when you do ring it, the m ove­
ment is rapid and there are not many signposts and land­
marks to help you to find your way.

The movement in Plain Bob M ajor is rapid, quite as 
muefi so as in London, but in Plain Bob the path is a 
regular one, the signposts are many, and the regular 
coursing order brings the bells to you in a very easy 
fashion. In London most o f the work is backward plain 
hunting with abrupt turns which, if you miss, '\vill throw 
you far off the path you should be on. And when you 
do miss the path it is not so very easy to find it again.

Is it possible to produce a more difficult Surprise Major 
method than London? Probably not on its own lines, 
though there are many methods which at first sight and 
at first practice will appear more difficult, for, as in all 
other things, the difficulties o f London grow  less the 
more familiar they become. But there are methods 
which not only at the beginning, but after they, are well 
known, will prove quite as stiff and even stiffer proposi­
tions than London. So far these methods have not been 
practised, and with some diffidence we present one here 
as possibly the most difficult o f all.

G L A SG O W  S.
12345678 25374681 v
21354687 23547618
12536478 32456781
21356487 34265718

23154678 43256178
32514768 34521687
2315748(5 35426178
32517846 53241687

23571864 35214678
32758146 53124768
37251864 35217486
73528146 53127846

37582416 • 51328764
$5728461 15238746
53274816 51327864
52347861 15372846

135^7486
B ob si 5372846 

13578264
W hen we draw out the skeleton course o f this method 

we find that it contains a very large amount o f Kvork, 
much o f it novel and almost all o f it intricate. The places 
are made both at handstroke and backstroke, 'and the 
bells move botli forwards and backwards. There is little 
o f  that symmetry o f  detail which is one o f  the great at­
tractions o f  Bristol ’ and which reduces its difficulty. A 
most unusual thing in a M ajor method is backstroke 
dodging in 4-5. An additional difficulty both in ringing 
and conducting is caused by the fourth ’s place bob.

Musically, * Glasgow seems to be a very satisfactory 
method, though that cannot be properly judged without 

(Continued on pnge 215.) * '
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M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .
ANNUAL MEETING AT NOTTINGHAM.

It has been the custom to hold the annual meeting of the Midland 
Counties Association on Easier Monday, but this year, since the 
Government’s decision as to the holiday was not known in time, the 
committee thought that a Saturday afternoon would be the best 
occasion, and it was held on April 19th at St. Peter’s Church, Not­
tingham, when five of the seven districts of the association were 
represented.

The tower was open for handbell ringing and the vestry was used 
for the fcieetings and tea.

The committee meeting was at 2.45 under the chairmanship of the 
president, Canon FitzHerbert, who piloted the business through in 
his characteristically efficient way. It is a great pity that pressure 
of other business has prevented him from attending more, meetings. 
A resum6 of the decisions of the committee was given to the general 
meeting.

The Rector of Si. Peter’s conducted.a short service, during which* 
the ladies busied themselves in preparing tea, and what a tea! It 
did one’s eyes good, in these days of rationing to see such a ‘ spread,’ 
and members showed their appreciation of the good fare in no uncer­
tain manner — the ringers’ wives are to b% specially thanked for 
making such sacrifices from their larders.

At the general meeting the president read a letter of apology from 
Mr. Ernest Morris, the general lion, secretary, who, very regretfully, 
was unable to be present on account of other duties. The election of 
officers for the ensuing year was the main item of business, and in 
relinquishing the office of president, Canon FitzHerbert said how 
fortunate they were to secure the nomination of Canon Wilkinson, 
who had. recently removed from Ordsall in North Notts to West 
Bridgford in South Notts. A ringer of first-class repute and well 
known amongst the clergy for his interest in . our art, he knew of 
no one who was more fitted to be president.—Canon Wilkinson’s 
election was carried unanimously. The new president acknowledged 
Canon FitzHerbert’s kind remarks in a humorous and racy speech, and 
said that although his parochial duties of looking after 23,000 souls 
was a big job, he would do his very best to merit the honour which 
had been done him.

The vice-president (Mr. Colin Harrison) and the general hon. secre­
tary (Mr. Eraest^SVIorris) were re-elected, but Mr. W. E. White, the 
late faithful treasurer, felt that he could not continue in office owing 
to advancing years and ill-health. The president and other members 
spoke of the great work Mr. White had done for the association 
throughout his 54 years’ membership, and particularly his office as 
treasurer during which he had looked after the best interests of 
the association. It was with sincere regret that his resignation was 
accepted, but he would receive some consolation from the fact that 
Miss I. B. Thompson, a friend and zealous worker for the association, 
would take over the office.—Miss Thompson was unanimously elected 
to succeed Mr. Wllite.

Mr. Colin Harrison, vice-president, acting as secretary pro tern., 
gave a brief outline of the decisions reached by the General Com­
mittee, which included :—

No general meeting to be held until the,next annual meeting unless 
in the meantime the ban on ringing has been lifted. District meetings 
to be carried on as hitherto.

Honorariums to be paid as follows for the past year ; £5 to the 
general secretary and £1 each to the district secretaries. »

The minute, authorising the transfer of interest on War Loan and 
Building Society investments from appropriation account to Bell 
Repair Fund, be susuended for the time being.

Reports for 1940 to be issued free to members serving in H.M. 
Forces.

Mr. Harrison thanked Canon FitzHerbert for the kindly and 
efficient way in which he had conducted the meetings during his tenure 
of office, and congratulated both Canon Wilkinson and Mr. A. J. 
Harris, the former upon his elevation to a Canonry in Southwell 
Minster and the latter upon his investiture by His Majesty the King 
of the medal of the_ Order of the British Empire for conspicuous 
gallantry during the air blitz in Leicester.

After a most interesting letter had been read from Capt. R. Rad- 
cliffe Hall, an honorary member now in a Bournemouth nursing home, 
the proceedings were brought to a close.

The first three members to enter the committee room had an 
average membership of 53 years.

The annual report shows that during 1940 14 peals were rung, half 
of them on handbells. The tower bells were one each of Stedman 
Cinques, Kent Treble Bob Major and Stedman Triples, and four of 
Minor. Two of the handbell peals were Bob Minor, the others 
Doilbles.- Forty-eight ringers took part.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
ANNUAL MEETING.

The first half-hour of the annual general meeting of the Leeds and 
District Society, held at Leeds Parish Church on Saturday, was spent 
in examining the old peal boards, which date hack to 1838. After 
that handbells were rung until the time of the business meeting, at 4 
which the president (Mr. J. F. Harvey) took the chaii. He was sup­
ported by members from Arinley, Bramley, Batley, Burley, Bradford 
Cathedral,* Almondbury, Drighlington, Guiseley, Headingley (St. 
Michael’s and St. Chad’s), Leeds Parish Church and Rothwell.

The officers were elected as follows: President, Mr. J. F. Harvey; 
vice-presidents, Messrs. S. Barran, W. H. Senior and T. W. Strange­
way; Ringing Master, Mr. L. Drake; secretarv and treasurer, Mr.
H. Lofthouse.

The secretary reported that 10 ringing and one committee meetings 
had been held. The financial position had been well maintained and 
ftnly eight- subscript ions fewer than in the previous year had been 
collected. That, was very satisfactory, and the total balance, of the 
society is greater than it was a year ago. The report concluded with 
an appeal to those who had not attended many meetings to spare an 
hour or two on the last Saturday of the month, bearing in mind that 
most of them are working for longer hours and have many voluntary 
duties to perform.

It was agreed to approach the Shipley tower (wlierd the bell 
clappers have been removed) for permission to hold the next meeting 
there on May 31st.

One of the Leeds clergy had asked if the society could arrange to • 
ring handbells before the services on festival days, and after dis­
cussion the following resolution was passed: ‘ That this meeting 
expresses its approval of the idea and leaves the matter to individual 
towers to consider details and carry them into effect.’

A vote of thanks to the Vicar and churchwardens, proposed by Mr.
L. W. G. Morris and seconded by Mr. Helliwell, concluded the meeting.

Further handbell ringing took place, until 6 p.m.

D E A T H  OF M R i>A V*D A Y L I N G .
VETERAN WITLEY RINGER.

The death is announced of Mr. Davad Ayling, o f Witley, at the 
age. of 76. He and his wife celebrated their golden wedding in 
December, 1938.

Born at Witley, Mr. Ayling worked on his father’s farm at Culmer, 
and for a time was baker to his father. For many years he had 
been gardener to Miss A. Foster at Inglewood, Witley, and was at 
woyk until a few weeks before his death. One of the oldest bell- 
ringers in the district, he had been a member of the Witley company 
for about.50 years, and captain for most of that time; in 1939 he 
became captain emeritus, and on occasions rang, despite his age, until 
the outbreak of war when ringing was prohibited. At his golden 
wedding, *the ringers rang to commemorate the anniversary and pre­
sented the then captain with a case o f  pipes. At one time Mr. Ayling 
was captain of the Witley Drum and Fife Band, which long" ago 
ceased to exist. As a boy he was in W7itley Church choir.

In addition to the widow, Mr. Ayling" leaves two sons and tHvo 
daughters. _The elder son, Mr. Hubert Ayling, is in America.

At the funeral the Witley ringers were represented by Messrs. F. 
Hagley and F. Woods, and former ringers present were Messrs. G. 
Baker, J. Russell; E. Rapley, A. and E. Ashdown, A. Hardv, G. 
Hammond and G Wootten.

THE LATE MR. EDWIN F. PIKE.
At the funeral of the late Mr. Edwin F. Pike on April 22nd tho 

Ancient Society of College Youtlis was represented by Mr. E. 
Alexander Young, who maintained the ringers* traditipn by striking 
three whole pulls slowly and solemnly on a handbell over the grave 
after the Benediction. •

SURPRISE MAJOR METHODS. ‘
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In view of the growing interest taken in Jfcw methods, 
and the fact that the new Surprise Major methods book cannot be 
published until some time after the war, would it be possible to give 
weekly (or when space permits) an article on methods selected from 
the book, on the same lines that Cornwall Surprise has btfen so ablv 
dealt- with in recent weeks? I feel sure that this would add aii 
interest that would help the sale of the book when publication becomes 
possible. G. MARRINER.

Leatherliead.

BFLL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 003.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, c r a n th a m

TROLLOPE'S ‘COLLEGE YOUTHS9
A History of the Society

5/6 (post free) from

‘ THE RINGING WORLD’ ŵ nV sSrrI y.ROAD
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N O T IC E S .
T H E  C H A R G E  F O R  N O TICE S o f Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate o f 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge o f 1 / 6 .

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d it o r ia l  
O f f ic e  o f  f T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g , S u r r e y .

N O TIC E S must be received N O T  L A T E R  TH A N  
M O N D A Y .

‘  The R inging W orld  ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

SU S S E X  C O U N T Y  A SS O C IA T IO N .— The annual 
general meeting will be held in the belfry o f St. Peter’ s, 
Brighton, on Saturday, May 3rd. Handbell ringing 3.30. 
Business meeting 4.30. Half-rail fare (maximum 2s.) al­
lowed to resident members. Address by Vicar o f 
Brighton during the afternoon. N o arrangements for tea. 
— S. E . Armstrong, H on. Gen. Sec., 21, Kenmure Avenue, 
Brighton 6 .

Y O R K S H IR E  A SS O C IA T IO N .— Eastern- District.—  
The annual district meeting will be held at Howden, on 
Saturday, May 3rd, when handbells will be available. 
Service in church at 4 p.m. Tea in Manor House Cafe at 
5 o ’c lock . Business meeting for election o f  officers, etc. 
Annual reports available at meeting.—H  S. M orley, Hon. 
Sec., 5, Ebor Street, Selby.

ST. M A R T IN ’S G U IL D , BIRM IN G H AM .-^H andbell 
practices will be resumed at the Tamworth Arms, M oor 
Street, City, at 7-30 p.m ., comm encing Tuesday, May 8th.
A n c i e n t  s o c i e t y  o f  c o l l e g e  y o u t h s . —

The next meeting will be held on Saturday, May 10th. 
Members will meet at the T w o Brewers, Shoe Lane, 
E .C .4, at 2.30. Business meeting and handbells at 15, 
Farringdon Avenue, at 3 p .m .— A . B. Peck, Hon. Sec., 
Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A SSO C IA T IO N  A N D  LO N ­
DO N  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— The annual general meet­
ing will be held at St. Andrew ’s Church, Kingsbury, on 
Saturday, May 10th. Handbell ringing- from  3 p.m. 
Service 4.30 p.m . Tea 5.15 p.m ., at a cost o f  about Is. 
(please bring your own sugar). Annual business meet­
ing to follow . Ow ing to catering difficulties, tea will be 
provided only for those who make application to me by 
May 5th. Please note, to avoid disappointment. Nearest 
station to Kingsbury is W em bley Park (M et.), from  
whence' N o. 83 buses pass the church.— C. T . Coles, Hon. 
Gen. Sec., 21, Vincent Road, E.4.

A L L  S A IN T S ’ P A R IS H  C H U R C H , IS L E W O R T H , 
M ID D L E S E X .— W e  invite ringers to join with the local 
band in a social afternoon of handbell ringing at the above

• church, on Saturday, May 10th, at 3 p.m. Service at 4.30 
p.m ., followed by tea in the Mission Hall, South Street. 
D o  com e and join us, we shall be delighted to see you. 
Names for tea please, no later than Tuesday, May 6th.—  
O. L . Ashbrook, Tow er Sec., 17 , Harvard Road, Isle- 
worth, Middlesex.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A N D  D IST R IC T S  A SSO C IA ­
T IO N  (Northern and W estern Branches).— A joint meet­
ing will be held at W ychbold, near Droitwich (D .V .), on 
Saturday, May 10th, at 3 p.m. Six tower bells probably 
available for ‘ silent ’ practice. Tea 5.30 p.m ., followed 
by handbells and social evening. Numbers for  tea by 
previous Tuesday, please.— B. C. Ashford, Northern 
Branch Sec., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

O X F O R D  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— W itney and W ood - 
stock B ranch .— The annual meeting will be held at 
Cassington on Saturday, M ay 10th. Service 3.30 p.m . 
Tea for those only who let me know by May 6th. 
Handbells available. A good attendance is necessary.—  
W . Evetts, Ham pton, Tackley, Oxford.

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A SSO C IA T IO N .— St. Al­
bans District.— A meeting will be held at St. Peter’s, St. 
Albans, on Saturday, May 10th, at 3 p.m. Business 
meeting,,at 6.15  in the tower.— Harold J. H azell, Dis. Sec., 
15 , K ing’s H ill Avenue, St. Albans.

B A R N SL E Y  A N D  D IS T R IC T  S O C IE T Y .— The 
next meeting will be held at Sandal on Saturday, May 
10th. A  room will be reserved at Duke of York Hotel, 
Agbrigg Road. Handbells 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m ., followed 
by business meeting and lundbells. Those requiring tea 
must let me know by M a v '7th. All are welcome.— D . 
Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, Chapel Street, Shafton, near 
Barnsley. •

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  D IO C E S A N  
A S S O C IA T IO N .— Bristol City Branch.— The monthly 
meeting will be held at the H ay market Hotel, opposite 
St. James’ , on Saturday, May 10th. Handbells 2 .45 . 
Tea and meeting 4 .6 . All ringers welcom ed.— A. Tyler, 
Hon. Sec., 5 . Addi-on Road, V ictoria Park, Bristol 3 .

S A L ISB U R Y  D IO C E SA N  G U ILD . — The annual 
meeting will be held at Salisbury in the Church House on 
Saturday, May 10th, at 3 p.m . ‘ Handbells available at
2.30. Service in St. Thom as’ Church at 4.30. Tea at
5.30 (Is.) if a sufficient number signify their intention o f 
being present by May 3rd.— F. LI. Edwards, H on. Sec., 
Kington M agna Rectory, Gillingham, Dorset.

O X F O R D  D IO C ESAN  G U IL D .— Reading Branch.—  
The annual meeting w411 be held at the Girls' Club Room s, 
Chain Street, Reading, on Saturday, May 10th, at 4 p.m ., 
followed by tea at 5 p.m ., 9d. per head. Handbells avail­
able. Please let me know by May 6th how many for tea. 
— E. G. Foster., Hon. S ec.,-401, London Road, Reading.

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— I he annual 
general meeting will be held at Guildford on Saturday, 
M ay 17th. Service at S; N icolas’ Church at 4.30 p .m . 
Tea and business meeting at Ayers’ Hall (next to the 
church) at 5 p .m . Please send numbers for tea to me by 
May 13th,— G. L . Grover, H on. Sec., East Clandon, near 
Guildford.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A N D  D IST R IC T S  A SSO C IA ­
T IO N .— Annual M eeting. —  Preliminary Notice. —  The 
annual meeting will be held ( d . v . )  at W orcester on Sat­
urday afternoon, May 17th.— J. D . Johnson, Gen. Sec.

‘ T H E  C H U R C H  BELLS O F  B E R K S H IR E .’ Part. 
III .— Reprinted from  the ‘ Journal o f  the Berkshire 
Archaeological Society,’ by permission o f the society. To 
be obtained from  the author, Mr. Frederick Sharpe, Der- 
wen, Latinton,'B icester, O xon, price Is. post free.

T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
( (Continued from page 213.)

actual practice. The bells come up behind in natural 
coursing order, and the dodging there is sufficient with­
out being excessive. The false course ends are B24365, 
F32465, and G43265. These will give thirty full natural 
courses, twenty-seven o f them without either the second 
or third in sixth’s place at the course end. There is a 
large scope for peal composition.
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E F R E EO B T A I N E D  P O S T  

f r o m  th e  
R e v. E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS-Section I. (Odd-BeU Treble 

Dominated Methods) ..................' ....................... .................
COLLECTION OP PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) ............................................................ .■ ,...
COLLECTION OF PEALS-Section III. (Double Norwich)" ... 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free ■with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ................................
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B.............................
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF 

BELLS ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ..........

Cambridge Surprise Major ................ .
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court
Bristol Surprise Major .............. ...

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ... *.........
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ........................................
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New 

Edition) ........................................ .„  ..................................... ..

9

9
9

O
6

3
2
3
2
2
O
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The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells. «

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. 10d.; second edition; 204- pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

•STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘  STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof ana composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,* Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages. 
‘ SURPRISE METHODS,' 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from 
M i a a  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N  
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s t o n , L a n c s

P U B L IC A T IO N S .
‘  G R A N D SIR E  D O U B LE S A N D  T R IP L E S , Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6$d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. R oe and M . Broome, Orchards, 
W onersh, Surrey. '

‘ BOB M IN O R  A N D  M AJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 

^address as above.
‘ C A M B R ID G E  M IN O R  A N D  M A JO R ,’ for those 

about to begin more advanced methods. 7 jd .  each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From  M . Broom e, Orchards, 
W onersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL."

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, .120pp., 2 / 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /-).
O b tain able  on ly  p o st fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V lo arag e , n ear D a v e n tr y

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
N 0 TID  FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON 8TRETCHINC
Eat. 1 8 2 0 T8|. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD w e s )  Ltd.
LO U G HBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell Ropea n ow , b e fo re  piMoea in oreaae, 
p r e -w a r  q u a lity , and sen d  us y o u r  o ld  Bell Ropea  

fo r  re p a irs  w hilat n o t  In uae.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

, V —

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IHKSTAKD &  in Solid Silver

Diameter 2iin 2iin, SJin. 3iin, 4in. 4}ln. Bin. Win ‘ 
Price 1 8 /8  2 2 /8  2 8 /6  3 3 /8  4 2 /-  6 2 /8  8 7 /8  7 8  8

The &in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and O ptician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of m any famous clocks, in­
cluding St. P aul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

John S m ith  A  S o n s, M idland C lock  W o rk s , 
D erby, Ltd.

H ead O ffice and  W o rk s , Queen S t ., D erby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 6 a  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbrid^e Press, Ltd., GiriTtf- 
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Bream* 
Buildings, London, E.C.4.
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T H E  H IS T O R Y  O F  T H E  E X E R C IS E .
A fortnight ago we printed an extract from a well 

known book on Church Bells written by the R ev, 
W illiam C. Lukis. If” was published nearly one hundred 
years ago and gave a very lamentable picture o f the state 
o f the bells,- belfries and ringers o f W iltshire at that 
time. This paragraph has drawn protests from tw o or 
three o f our readers who think it ought not to have been 
reproduced. The picture drawn, they say, is not a fair 
one. Things were never so bad as that, and even if they 
were it is better to forget all about them. W h y  not talk 
about the progress that has generally been made since ? 
W h y give a handle to those people who are always on 
the look out to find nasty things to say about ringers ?

W e  rather sympathise with our correspondents, but 
we think they hardly understand why the paragraph ap­
peared. It certainly was not to libel the ringers o f by­
gone days or to blacken their characters, nor yet because 
the extract is in itself o f any particular interest.

The exigencies o f the war and the ban on ringing have 
compelled ringers, including ourselves, to turn their atten-* 
tion to matters which in ordinary times they look upon as 
rather o f secondary importance. One o f them is the 
history o f the Exercise. W e  have published a number 
o f articles and letters from several contributors, and the 
evidence is that quite a lot o f interest is taken in the 
history o f rftiging.

But there is one condition which the writing' o f his­
tory shares with change ringing itself— if it is to be 
anything at all, it must aim at being true. T o write 
accounts o f past men in the style o f after dinner speeches 
is not writing history, it serves no purpose, and it is 
not particularly interesting to read.

This year is the fiftieth anniversary o f the first meet­
ing o f the Central Council. W e  have tried to give some 
account o f the beginnings o f that body, the causes of 

“Its foundation, and the general conditions o f the Exer­
cise. That led us further back to the foundation o f the 
great territorial associations and the belfry reform move­
ment, o f which we hear very little nowadays, but to 
which we owe so very much.

There were great men am ong the ringers o f past days, 
men who npt only served their own generation, but have 
benefited those that came after them. They were not 
all peal ringers, or composers, or writers o f books. Much 
o f what they did has been forgotten, and their very 
names are usually overlooked. But if we would under­
stand the history o f our art we must know the truth 
about the state the Exercise had got into a century a g o ;

(Continued on page 218.)

GILLETT

JOHNSTON
CROYDON

Founders of the 
H EA VIEST BELLS

Cast in England
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and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE 
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S. AF RI .C A 
N E W  Z E A L A N D
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Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most important Clocks 

in the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  AN D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

‘ THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e r s , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
, ,  N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGERS BADGE,
Supplied as Stud (or Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration.

9Ct. H A L L  M A RKE D  G O L D  . .  45 /- 
H A L L  M ARKED  S IL V E R  . .  7/6  
G IL T  OR W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  41- 

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

Exact size

GEO. STACEY, S E S f
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

M ETHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

—■------------------------------------------------------------------
Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
•M ETHOD SPLICIN G ,’ price 1/3 (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing World ’ Office, 

LOW ER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKING.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NIC0LL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late o f BERM ONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Oat*hedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh. St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Ihirban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

otherwise we cannot appreciate what these men did, and 
the debt we#owe them.

The extract from Lukis and the other one from 
Thomas Geering arc valuable historical evidence because 
they were written by men who lived at the time, who 
had full opportunities of knowing the truth, and tjJio 
had no reason for representing things as otherwise than 
they really were. These extracts are footnotes to the 
historical articles which appear in other columns, and 
Should be treated simply as such, »,

The Exercise has no reason to be ashamed o f its his­
tory, taking it as a whole, but if it had, the truth is still 

.-the truth. If we are going to have a picture of old 
ringfers let it be a true picture, otherwise w e had better 
keep silence.

H A N D B E L L  P E A L S .
FELSTEAD,, ESSEX.

THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday. April 26.1941, in Two Hours and Fifteen Minutes,
\ A t S ac k fo rd s , M o l e h il l  G r k b n ,

A PEAL O F BOB MAJOR, 5072 C H A N G ES ;
Tenor size 15 in 0.

R o n a l d  S u c k lin g  .............  1-2 | L e w is  W . W if f b n  ...
C h r is t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  3-4 | A l b e r t  W i f f b n .......................

Composed b y  J. A . T r o l l o p e  (C .C . Collection N o . #&i ).
Conducted by  C. W . W o o l l b y .

FELSTEAB, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

Oh Sunday, Aptil 27, 1941, in Three Hours and Three Minutes,
A t S a c k f o r d s ,  M o l e h i l l  G r b b n ,

A PEAL O F BOB R O Y A L , 5040 C H A N G E S ;
Tenor size 22 in C.

R o n a l d  S d c k l in g  .............  1-2 I L e w is  W . W if f b n  ..............
B a s il  R b d g w b l l  .............  3 -4  | C h r is t o p h e r  W . W o o l l b y

A l b b r t  \V i f f e n .......................9 -10
Composed b y  E . M . A t k in s . Conducted b y  C. W . W o o l l b y .

5-6
7-8

5-6
7-8

TH U RSTAN S' COM POSITION REVERSED.
THE PEAL AT CHISLEHURST.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I see that you included among your notes of ‘ Peais rung 

fifty years ago to-day,’ a peal of Stedman Triples at Chislehurst on 
May 2nd, 1891, in which I took part and prior to which I was pro­
posed a member of the Ancient bociety of College Youths.

The band was J. W. Washbrook (conductor) treble, T. Durling 2, 
G. Conyard 3, I. Emery 4, H. P. Harman H. G. Fruin 6, F. J. 
French 7, G. Durling tenor. Unless Harry Fruin is still alive I am 
the sole survivor of {tie band. Harry Fruin came to Bromley in 
1888 or 1889 and revived change ringing here, which at that time was 
at a very low ebb. After the band had progressed and he (Fruin) 
had called one peal for them, they in the spring of ’91 invited Wash­
brook up for a week-end. On the Saturday morning, May 2nd, they 
rang Holt’s Ten;Part at Bromley, in the evening the Stedman Triples 
at Chislehurst, and on the Sunday afternoon a peal of Kent at Erith. 
Washbrook conducted the three.

The Stedman was the composition which was queried some months 
ago by Mr. E. Barnett, and I have waited until now, hoping someone 
could prove conclusively what composition J. W. W. actually did call, 
but it seems to remain a mystery. I  do not know, for I was the 
youngest in t,he band and had not rung much Stedman Triples. I 
do know that there was a single very early in the peal, whether it 
was at 1 or 2 I cannot say, but if the late Mr. Barnett, who heard 
the start, said it was S at 2, well, it was at 2. I cannot dispute it. 
What I have often wondered is why Mr. Barnett, who rang the 7th 
at Erith to the Kent on the Sunday afternoon, did not ask Washbrook 
what peal he called the night before.

I  well remember that after the peal, as we wended our way across 
the common, I asked, ‘ What kind of a peal was that, with a single 
so early on?’ Someone (1 believe it was Harman or Fruin, but cer­
tainly not Washbrook) said, ‘ Thurstans'" reversed.’ I said, Thur- 
stans’ Four-Part?’ ‘ No,’ came the answer. ‘ Thurstans’ One-Part.’ 
So as I  am probably the only one of the band left and I cannot prove 
anything, I am afraid it will have to remain wrapped in mysterv.

I. EMERY.
49, Wellington Road, Bromley, Kent.
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T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL .
V . T H E  G LO SSA R Y.

I do not know whether Arthur Hey wood ever drew up 
a list o f the matters he intended the Council to deal with, 
but the Johnson dinner resolutions show that something; 
o f  the sort was in his mind, and that foremost among 
them was the revision 6 f the technical terms used in 
change ringing.

He had gone deeply into composition, and was not con­
tent, as most other men were, to put forth the result of 
his work in the form o f peals. He wished to educate 
the Exercise by explaining the scientific laws of com posi­
tion. He was not the first to do th is ; C. D . P. Davie? 
is, perhaps, entitled to that honour, and, before him, 
Jasper Snowdon had explained L ockw ood ’s system of 
composition. But Heywqod was a real pioifeer and he 
wrote many articles o f the greatest value.

In doing so he was acutely conscious o f the fact that 
he might be using words which did not convey to his 
readers the ideas that were in his mind. That is a diffi­
culty. which confronts every writer when he is explain­
ing new ideas, but in H eyw ood ’ s case it was especially 
prominent. He was dealing with mathematical subjects, 
he had had a mathematical training at Cambridge, and 
approached his problems with the mind and the equip­
ment o f a mathematician. If he could have used the 
idioms common to other mathematicians his task would 
have been simple. Already W . H . Thom pson had shown 
how successfully, it could be done. Thom pson was not a 
ringer. He knew nothing about ringing, nor o f ringers’ 
ideas nor modes o f thought, nor o f the terms they used. 
He was given the problem— Is a peal o f Grandsire 
Triples possible with ordinary bobs only ? It was a 
mathematical problem, and he solved it brilliantly, w ork­
ing as a mathematician and using a mathematician’s 
methods. Perhaps no book' on ringing has had a greater 
influence than his. > It entirely altered the outlook on 
composition as a whole. But, like some other famous 
books, its effect was indirect. I wonder how many 
ringers have ever read it, and o f those who have, how 
many have really understood it.

H eywood could not work like Thom pson.. He had to 
make himself understanded o f th6 people. The ringers 
he addressed were not mathematically trained, in a 
general sense they were uneducated men, and H eywood 
w&s acutely conscious o f the gap between himself and 
them. H e showed it clearly in his book on Duffield. 
In his Investigations into Stedman Triples he apparently 
deliberately wrote for the few.

He formed the opinion that these difficulties could 
largely be got over if the Exercise, were provided with a 
revised and enlarged set o f technical terms which would 
be available to everybody. ' Each term should be care­
fully and straitly defined, sp that whenever a writer used 
it, there could be no doubt about his meaning. As it 
was, the terms used by ringers were loose, indefinite, 
and antiquated. N o improvement had been made since 
the days o f the Clavis more than a hundred years before.

The result o f all this was the appointment in 1894- of 
a committee to consider the technical terms used in the 
art o f ringing, to suggest such corrections as may seem 
desirable, and to prepare a Glossary for the use of 
learners.

Several reports were presented to the Council, and 
finally the Glossary was printed and published in 1901.

Nominally the w ork o f the committee, it actually was 
compiled, practically unaided, by Earle Bulwer, for as 
he wrote to me shortly before his death, ‘ the.committee 
gives me no help. ’

The Glossary was in many ways a most excellent 
book, but Heywood was quite mistaken in thinking it 
would, or could, have the effect he intended. It was 
quite true that there was a great deal o f looseness in the 
use o f technical teVms, and they were in no better state 
than they were at the time o f the Clavis. But a committee 
of the Council was not the proper persons to put the 
matter right. W ords cannot be invented and imposed 
by authority. They must come Spontaneously to supply 
particular needs. And no word and no term can be 

-given by authority a precise and definite meaning, which, 
and which alone, it must bear. F or words and terms 
are the expressions o f thoughts and ideas, and as 
thoughts and ideas change and expand so must the 
meanings o f the words. A  writer must not complain 
that words *do not convey his m eaning; it is his job as 
a writer to see that they do, and if he occasionally finds 
there is no term to suit his purpose he must provide 
one, though, if he is wise, he will dt> so sparingly. If 
the reader cannot gather from the text what tjie writer 
means, he can hardly do so from a Glossary. This does 
not msan that a Glossary^cannot be useful to a beginner.

But a writer is entitled to expect that the reader will 
do his share," and take a little trouble to understand what 
is said, especially when the subject is a difficult one. ’

All the ringing terms we use grew  up naturally as 
they were wanted, and the reason why there was no 
development from the time o f the Clavis until the end 
o f the nineteenth century, was that in those years the 
Exercise had no one who could really write.

The Glossary and his share in the Investigations into 
Stedman Triples form Buhver’s best claims to fame, 
though in his lifetime he exercised a great and to some 
extent unique influence. Intellectually he pflnbably was 
the greatest man in the Exercise at his time, 'but his cir­
cumstances were peculiar and' his activities very much 
restricted.

Henry Earle Bulwer came o f a younger branch of a 
very old and distinguished N orfolk family, the Bulwers 
o f Heydon Hall, w ho gavet many able men to the ser­
vice o f the country. His father was rector o f Cawston, 
and in that village !he was born on March 23rd4 1841. 
He was. educated at Pembroke College, Cambridge, and 
was ordained deacon in 1864, and priest in 1865. Ill 
1879 he went as curate-in-charge to Needham, near the 
town o f Harleston, .where Captain M oore and Gervas 
Holmes, both enthusiastic ringers, had started a bell 
foundry in conjunction with an engineer named 
Mackenzie. Bulwer became acquainted with them and 
took a great deal o f interest in their enterprise.

The parish church o f Harleston is at Redenhall, where 
is a noble tower with a fine ring o f eight bells. The 
belfry had for long been the centre o f a good  band o f 
ringers, who, as early as 1877, rang a peal of Super­
lative Surprise,, the seventh that had then been per­
formed in the method* Here Bulwer learnt to ring, his 
first peal, on May 3rd, 1881, being in the very uncom­
mon method, Double Oxford Bob Major. This he fol­
lowed up with five peals o f Oxford Treble Bob M ajor, 
the method, then almost exclusively practised in the 
Eastern Counties. ’ In 1882 he went to Hunstanton as 

(Continued on next page.)



220 THE RINGING W O R LD . May 9th, 1941.

T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL .
(Continued from previous page.)

curate, in 1884 he accepted the vicarage o f Stanhoe, a 
village nearby, and there he lived until he died. In 
neither place were there any bells, nor was there any 
ringing anywhere in the district, so . that his connection 
with practical ringing from first to last was limited to 
no more than three years. Stanhoe is served by a branch 
railway, but there were no more thah one or two trains 
a day, and, o f course, it was long before there was such 
a thing as a motor-car. That meant that he was cut 
off from intercourse with ringers as completely as if 
he had been living in- the North o f Scotland. It says 
much for the man that under such circumstances he 
should have becom e one of-the best known and most in­
fluential members o f the Exercise.

It may seem strange that a man o f Bulwer’s intel­
lectual ability should have been content to spend his life 
in almost complete isolation, but that was the fashion of 
the times and am ong the men o f his claSs. By birth 
and tradition he belonged to the country, and his social 
equals were the country gentlemen and squires. His 
class was quite distinct from the average town clergy­
men. personally he was a b ig  man, with a long flow­
ing beard, and an extraordinarily dignified presence. He 
was the last man with whom anybody would attempt to 
take a liberty, but there was nothing haughty or ‘ stand­
offish ’ in his demeanour.

He' took a great" interest in the theoretic side o f ring­
ing. He was the first man to com pose a peal with the 
deliberate intention o f keeping the second away from 
the tenor in 7-8, and his 3-part peal o f Treble Bob, which 
oncc was a very popular one, set a fashion which was 
followed, more or less, by all subsequent composers. He 
was th e ’ first to introduce a new Surprise M ajor method, 
and his N ew  Cumberland has many merits. It does not 
now rank technically as Surprise, which may be one of 
the reasons why it is never rung nowadays. It j s  no 
disparagement o f H eyw ood’s w ork to say that the more 
complicated and abstruse part of the ‘ Investigations 
into Stedman Triples was done by Bulwer.

At the second meeting o f the Central Council, Earle 
Bulwer was appointed honorary secretary. He held the 
office until his death, and it is fair to say that its success­
ful w ork was due as much to him as to Arthur H eyw ood.'

In compiling the Glossary, Bulwer used the ordinary 
methods o f a dictionary maker. , That is to say, he 
searched every available text book  on ringing, noted the 
technical terms, and gave the meaning which seemed 
to be in the mind o f th£ writer. He also collected all 
the traditional words used in belfries in different parts 
o f the country and many more that had become obsolete. 
It was a very b ig  job and was done excellently well. N o 
small tribute to Bulwer’s w ork is supplied by the fact 
that it was incorporated almost entirely in the great 
O xford English Dictionary, the standard work on Eng­
lish words and their meanings.

But it was not the book Heywood had asked for. He 
had called for new and exact definitions and terms. 
Bulwer, like a true lexicographer, gave those already in 
use. N or was it possible that stich a book could be 
compiled without some defective or disputable defini­
tions. For instance, the first word given is ‘ belfry ,’ 
which is defined as ‘ the part .o f  the tower in which the 
bells are placed.’ That, no doubt, is one o f the mean­
ings o f the word in ordinary English, though it is not 
the usual meaning. W hen we com e across it in a book  
it generally refers to the whole bell tower. WJien 
ringers use it they almost always mean the ringing 
chamber, not the bell chamber.

Here is one of the instances where a word has several 
meanings, and if a glossary is to be o f any real use, 
these meanings must be explained and contrasted.

There are many other similarly defective definitions. 
Actual misstatements are few, but we are told that 
‘ warner ‘ was an old, now discarded, term for ‘ bob- 
caller.’ The ‘ warner ’ in the old societies was the 
official whose duty was to give notice to, or ‘ warn ’ the 
members o f meetings and special ringing. There were 
no post cards and no ringing newspapers in those days.

Judged as a dictionary, however, the Glossary is a 
good  book, and might well have taken its place among 
the standard ringing text books. But two bad mis­
takes Vfere made, one by the Council, the other by 
Bulwer himself.

The Council printed an edition o f a thousand copies, 
issued it at a surprisingly low price, and speedily g o t rid 
o f the lot. That was good  business, but instead of 
realising that all present needs Ead been met, the Coun­
cil printed another two thousand. Nobody wanted 
them, and the result was that ultimately the stocks had 
to be given away. The effect on the b ook ’s reputation 
was disastrous. .

Bulwer’s own mistake was even more serious, though 
quite excusable. He added an appendix in which lie 
attempted to explain and classify the systems and 
methods o f change ringing. It was part o f the idea, 
held by Heywood and others at the time, that the Coun­
cil could and should bring everything connected with 
ringing into proper and final order. All was to be tidied 
up, and every item properly described, labelled, and put 
in its right group.

W hether any real system o f classifying methods is 
desirable or even possible is now seen to be very doubt­
ful, but these people not only thought it could be done, 
but they tried to do it and without knowing much about 
the matter. The greatest difficulty lay in deciding what 
Should rank as a Surprise method. Bulwer’s Glossary 
definition is that a Surprise method is ‘ a Treble Bob 
Method in which the work is highly elaborated and more 
or less difficult o f execution.’ That is a good  dictionary 
definition, and does quite accurately describe the mean­
ing o f the word as used in the Exercise for a couple o f 
centuries; but when Bulwer tried to discover some rule

TOWER CLOCKS j, b. JOYCE &  CO. LTD.
W e ig h t  D r iv e n  o r  E le c t r i c ,  b y  th e  
W O R L D S  O L D E S T  M A K E R S  
E S T A B L IS H E D  O V E R  3 0 0  Y E A R S  
Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

W H IT C H U R C H ,  S A L O P .
i

We have experts visiting all parts o f  the British Iiles, and shall be pleased 
to carry out restorations or give reports regarding any make o f  Tower Clook
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M R . G E O R G E  W IL L IA M S .which would exactly define a Surprise method he 
thought he had discovered it by saying that no definite 
portion or division o f the work must ever be exactly re­
peated in the same course, save in the opposite direction.

It was very ingenious, but the snag was that London 
refused to conform  to the rule, and to meet that, Bulwer 
tried to remove the method from the Surprise class alto­
gether and called it London Marvel. The Exercise, 
however, would have none o f it, and this failure dis­
credited, not only Bulwer’ s system o f classification, but 
the whole o f the Glossary. It was hardly fair, but he 
suffered from two disabilities, one 'that there was as yet 
insufficient knowledge o f method construction, and the 
other his almost complete divorce from practical ringing. 
The partial failure, however, should not blind us to the 
great work he did for the science o f change ringing.

G L A S G O W  SURPRISE.
ITS COURSING ORDER.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I do not question your opinion that ‘ Glasgow ’ Surprise 

would be njore difficult to ring than ‘ London * Surprise, but it may 
interest the Exercise to learn something about the coursing order of 
‘ Glasgow.’

In the plain course the tenors are in Plain Bob coursing order for 
14 changes! They are together for 53 changes!! They are reversed 
for 58 changes!!! They are parted-for 99 changes!!!!

The importance of Plain Bob coursing order so greatly stressed by 
yourself is sadly lacking in ‘ Glasgow.*

2, North Street Quadrant, Brighton. GEORGE BAKER.
We do not see the point of our correspondent’s letter. * Glasgow ’ 

was given as an example of a very difficult method, and it should 
be obvious that we cannot have difficulty unless we depart verdjfcidely 
from natural coursing order in the interior of the lead. To reverse 
the tenors in coursing order sounds very dreadful, but it often 
happens in methods, and when it is done below the treble, as in 
‘ Glasgow,’ it is not a defect. Considering how difficult it is, ‘ Glasgow ’ 
appears to be musically a very satisfactory method, but, as we said, 
that can only be decided definitely by actual practice.

EIGHTY-FOURTH BIRTHDAY.
All our readers will join us in congratulating Mr. George Williams, 

who reached his eighty-fourth birthday last Wednesday.
Mr. Williams is ' the Grand Old 

Man of the Exercise, and few ringers 
have had a career in any way com­
parable to his. By birth a Hampshire 
man, he rang his first peal at Sober- 
ton in that county Tn 1883. He made 
his name when he was the conductor 
to the famous band at St. Peter’s, 
Brighton, in the nineties of the last 
century. They we?re one of the first 
to ring the Surprise methods as a 
matter of routine, and they were the 
first to score a peal of Bristol, Mr. 
Williams conducting.

On July 19th, 1938, at St. Mary's, 
Southampton, Mr. Williams and Mr. 
Frank Bennett, another/^ notable 
Brighton ringer, each rang his 1,500th 
peal. Those were the bells which 
have since perished in an air raid. 
At North Stoneham, where he now 
lives, Mr. Williams gave two trebles 
to n\ake one of the lightest rings of 
ten in the country. He shares with 

MR. GEORGE WILLIAMS. Canon Coleridge the distinction of
having been a member of the Central 

Council ever since its first meeting 50 years ago. He is still hale and 
hearty, and we wish him many more years of activity and happiness.

H ANDBELL RINGING A T  CHELTENHAM .
On Sunday, April 27th, for the first „time handbells were used for 

the morning service at the Parish Church, Cheltenham. Two short 
touches of Grandsire Triples were rung by Messrs. Rowland Fenn, 
Frank Shorter and Wilfrid Williams, of London, and Charles Martin, 
of Cheltenham, and, as might be expected by such experts, the striking 
was exceptionally good. The innovation was much appreciated by 
the congregation.

Handbell practices will be held throughout the coming summer at 
the Parish" Church Room near the Fire Station, St. James’ Square, on 
Thursday evenings from 7 o’clock. The average attendance at these 
meetings is abSut ten, and any visitors, especially ringers in H.M. 
Forces, will be made welcome.

________

John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH

T H E

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
J I •
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T H E  E D IT O R .
It has been found necessary for Mr. Goldsmith to 

undergo another minor operation. He is not likely to 
be able to leave hospital for some time.

B E L F R Y  G O S S IP .
At the annual vestry meeting at Frodsham on April 16th, Mr. 

William Bibby was nominated by the Vicar to be his warden for the 
current year, and Mr. Bibby’s younger son Francis was elected by 
the vestry as people’s warden.

Readers will be sorry to learn of the serious illness of Mr. John 
Perry, of Brewood. Unfortunately, there is little hope of his recovery 
from a seizure.

On May 6th, 1922, 10,400 changes of Superlative Majpr were rung 
at the Loughborough Foundry Bell Tower. At the time it was the 
longest length in the method and wasNcomposed with bobs with the 
treble behind as well as in front.

The London Youths rang the first peal (Bob Major) on the heavy 
Ijells at Harrow-on-the-Hill on May 7tn, 1780.

On May 8th, 1788, the Cumberlands opened Edmonton bells with 
5,280 Oxford Treble Bob Major. John Reeves was composer and 
conductor.

Next Sunday is the thirtv-iighth anniversary of the record peal of . 
London Surprise Major, which was rung at King’s Norton on May 
11th, 1903. William Pye rang the tenor and conducted. James Motts 
was at the seventh, and Ernest Pye at the fifth. The composer, Mr. 
Lindoff, who rang the fourth, George R. Pye (2nd), William Short 
(3rd) and Wrilliam Keeble (6th) are still, happily, alive.

Fifty years ago to-day five peals were rung. They were Grandsire 
Triples 2, Stedman Triples 2, and Kent Treble Bob Major 1.

Mr. A. Patrick Cannon has gone abroad. Any of his friends who 
wish to write to him should communicate with Miss Sylvia C. Jessop, 
74, T h j Crescent, Eastleigh, Hants.

DEATH  OF M R A. W ILKERSON.
9  RINGER AND VERGER AT NUNEATON.

We regret to record the death of Mr. Abraham Wilkerson, of 
Nuneaton, which took place recently after a short illness at the age 
of 70.

Coming to Nuneaton from Cambridgeshire about 20 years ago as 
an accomplished ringer, Mr. Wilkerson became attached to the 
Nuneaton Society, and besides taking part in 77 peals for the War­
wickshire Guild, six of which he conducted, he helped to train a 
number of young ringers who have since made good progress.

He was hon. secretary of the Warwickshire Guild during the difficult 
years which followed the last war. Â few years ago he left Nuneaton 
for Weston-super-Mare to open his own bakery and confectionery 
business. He rang at Weston and at Bristol, but returned periodically 
to Nuneaton, where he was always welcomed by his old associates. 
Last year he returned to Nuneaton as verger of the Parish Church, 
but he was not destined to occimy the position for very long.

The funeral service was at Nuneaton and was fully choral, being 
attended by a number of church officials'and members of the War­
wickshire Guild of Ringers. It> was conducted by the Vicar, the Rev. 
Marcus Knight, assisted by the curate. The hymns, ‘ The King of 
Love ’ and ‘ Jesus lives,’ were sung, and also the Nunc Dimittis.

The interment took place at Cliilvers^ Coton Churchyard, and after 
the Blessing a course of Grandsire Triples was rung over the open 
grave by Mrs. A. H. Beamish 1-2, Mr. A. H. Beamish 3-4, Mr. H. 
Argyle 5-6, Mr. J. E. Moreton 7-3. Wreaths were sent by the 
Warwickshire Guild of Ringers, Nuneaton Parish Church lingers, 
and ringers of All Saints’ , Chilvers Coton.

TH E LATE EDW IN T. PIKE*.
HIS LOVE OF MUSIC.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I should like to add a word or two as to the deceased's 

great love of music, though not himself an executant. His spare 
time was largely spent in attending recitals and concerts, and he could 
spe?ik with critical appreciation of many of the works of the well- 
known masters, and also as to the abilities of those connected with 
their production to-day. This was particularly so in the case of 
Beethoven and Bach.

Mr. Pike was always reticent as to his family and affairs, and it 
was left for his sister to tell me that both his parents and a sister 
were organists. Though he spoke of ‘ my nephew, the organist,’ he 
never mentioned to me his uncle the bellringor, which is again 
indicative. His sister adcfe that he was born at Dedham, Suffolk, and 
‘ that he was one of the choirboys of Hoxne Church till, at 10 years 
of age, he was turned out because he would always be away in the 
belfry.*

It is of interest to note yet another case of the ringer’s interest in 
and love of music. E. ALEXR. YQUNG.

Italian Villa, Elstree Hill, Bromley, Kent.

MEARS & 
STAINBANK,

F o u n d r y  
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T H E  C H U R C H  B E L L S  O F  B E R K S H IR E
A NEW ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK.

As readers will have seen from our notice column, the third ^art 
of Mr. Frederick Sharpd’s ‘ Church Bells of Berkshire * is now on 
«ale, and the author is to be congratulated on being able to carry on 
his work without any lowering of the quality of paper or printing, 
notwithstanding the great difficulties of the times.

The present part deals with twelve churches which between them 
possess one ring of eight, three of six, one of five, one of four, one of 
three, one of two, and four single bells. With one exception, none of 
these is known among ringers, but several are very interesting from an 
archaeological point of view. At Compton Beaaicnamp there is a bell, 
by an unknown founder, dating from the first half of the fourteenth 
century, and with an inscription which suggests that its founder, or 
his workman, was illiterate, for he used a number of letters without

T H E  R E V .  F.  E. R O B I N S O N .  ♦

any order eftid rfiaking 110 sense. The hangings also are extremely 
interesting. The headstock is not later than the fifteenth century 
and may be as old as the bell. The wheel is a fifteenth century half­
wheel increased to a full wheel in the seventeenth century. The 
clapper and gudgeons are mediaeval.

Didcot has two early fourteenth century bells from the Wokingham 
foundry, but they are hung in modern fittings supplied as late as 
1926 by Mr. Richard White, of Appleton.

Drayton is the parish where the Rev. F. E. Robinson was Vicar for 
30 years, and the light ring of eight in the steeple receives full notice 
by Mr. Sharpe, who mentions many of the notable peals rung there. 
The first was Grandsire Triples in 1880, and was the first occasion on 
which a parson had called a peal in his own tower. Others included 
the first clerical peal (Stedman Triples in 1884), 11,328 London Surprise 
Major in 1896. and Robinson’s 1,000th peal (Stedman Triples) in 1905; 
besides manv\)thers of Stednian, Double Norwich, Superlative, Cam­
bridge and London. Some of them were called by Robinson and 
many more by Washbrook.

We notice one mistake in this account. Misled by the wording of 
the tablet, Mr. Sharpe says that the first unconducted peal of Sted- 
raan Triples was rung at Drayton in 18991. The first actually was rung 
at Burton-on-Trent in 1886. The Drayton peal was only the first non­
conducted performance of Thurstans’ Four-Part on tower befls.

A very attractive feature of Mr. Sharpe’s book is the illustrations 
of ancient lettering and ’photographs of some of the bells. This is a 
book that will make a worthy addition to tlie fine series of county 
bell histories, and no one who is interested in that side of bell lore 
can afford to be without it on his shelves.

H E X H A M  A B B E Y  B E L L S .
V AN OLD RECORD.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I came across a cutting from ‘ The Newcastle Chronicle/ 

dated September 8bh, 1848, among other old records in my possession, 
whicl^I am, sure will be of interest to your readers. It is headed :—

* Hexham Abbey Bells. The Members of the Union Society of 
Change-ringers of Newcastle and Gateshead had a pleasure excursion 
to Hexham 011 Monday, Sept. 4th, when, with the consent of the 
Rector and WTardens, a party of them ascended the Tower of the 
Noble Abbey and rang on their Splendid set of bells a true and 
complete peal of Grandsire Triples, containing 5,040 Changes. The 
above peal was completed in tne unprecedented time of two hours 
and 41 minutes, being the shortest time that such a peal of that 
number of changes has been rung in that weight of metal, tenor 
21 cwt. The following are the names of the members'who accom­
plished this task: John Bennett, Treble; John Stokoe 2nd; Thos. 
Cook (1st peal) 3rd; Thomas Denton 4th; Joseph Pescott 5th; Robt. 
Balmbra 6th; Thomas Gay 7th; Richard Warsless, Tenor.

‘ The above peal (Thurstans) contains 170 singles and 76 bobs, and 
from its excellently arranged method has been called the “  Non- 
pariel.”  It was ably conducted by Mr. Robt. Balmbra. This is the 
first peal on the bells since they were cast by Thos. Lester in 1742 
from the old six bells, the tenor of which weighed 70 cwt.’

I gathered this cutting locally when our association reopened the 
restored peal on Deceinber 4th, 1884, and made a note then that * Of 
the above band only one now survives, Tom Denton, and still rings. 
The son of the treble man, John Bennett, has now been many years 
verger of St. John’s, Newcastle-on-Tyne.’ Denton himself passed on, 
I think, about 1903. I also remark in my diary that through the 
tremendous noise in the belfry we did very little change ringing. 
Only plain courses were rung, probably because we could not hear 
the bob-caller. C. L. ROUTLEDGE.

62, Jesmond Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne 2.

ENDOW M ENTS FOR BELL ROPES.
AND HALSTEAD BELLS.

To the Editor. ^
Dear Sir,—In reply to Mr. Thomas regarding-^ndowment for bell 

ropes, Halstead has a similar instance. Three acres of land named 
‘ Bell Rope Field,’ let for £4 per year, was left as an endowment for 
the repair of the bells and ropes." It is not known from whom this 
property was acquired and when. We now receive £10 6s. 9d. per 
year on this land, and bell ropes have the first preference on this 
fund.

It might be of interest to give the dates of the bells in this tower 
of St. Andrew’s. The treble and second are comparatively modern, 
cast in 1903 by John Warner and Sons; 3rd inscribed, Thomas Gardiner, 
fecit 1755; 4th inscribed. Miles Graye made me 1633 ; 5th inscribed, 
Richard Bowler, me fecit; 1589; 6th is aif undated pre-Reformation 
bell inscribed, ‘ Dulcis sisto melis campana vocor Gabrielis.’ The 
Vicar has dated this bell as approximately 1380; there is no trace on 
the bell of the name of the founder. If any reader can give us any 
more details of this bell we should be glad to receive them. 7th in­
scribed, Henry Pleasant made me 1700. Tenor inscribed, Omnia 
jovam laudant animantia, 1575. From the Bury St. Edmunds foundry, 
then in the hands of William Land and Thomas Draper.

In a cupbcard in the belfry is a ringers’ jar capable of holding 
4£ gallons of liquid. It bears the following inscription :—

Ringers’ jar, St. Andrew’s Church, Halstead, Essex. Agvst, 1658. 
SB, IH, GT, RH, TM, IM.

!Be merry and wise
Use me much and breake me not
For*I am but an earthen pot

1 As W sit by the fyre to keepe ourselves* warme 
This pot of good liquor will doe us no harme 
If you be wice fil me not twice at one sitting in summer heate 
Ariel winter cold to drink of this we dare be bold.

The upper initials are those of five ringers, and the initials below,
I.M., may be those of the maker of the jar.

HILDA G. SNOWDEN.
Halstead, Essex.

BELLS IN ISLE OF MAN.
To the Editor.

Sir,—A short while ago some correspondence took place regarding 
bells in the Isle of Man. At present I am in the island, and from 
what I can gather the tower became unsafe and the tall spire had 
to be taken down* Since then the bells have been used only by tunes 
being tapped on them. I do not know whether the tower is safe to 
ring them now, or whether it is the lack of interest for change 
ringing. . .

Regarding the peal at St. Thomas*, Douglas, I made inquiries and 
was told there was a peal of six until 1926 and two more bells were 
added. Only tunes were tapped on them. I have not been, up the 
tower to look at them yet. W. FARRIMOND.
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S U R R E Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .
ANNUAL MEETING AT CROYDON.

The annual meeting of the Surrey Association was held at Croydon 
on Saturday, April 26th.

The tower of St. John’s was open for,handbell ringing from 4 p.m. 
to 5 o’clock, and a service followed, conducted by the Bishop of 
Croydon, vice-president of the association. The lesson was reaa by 
the Master, Mr. D. E. C. Birt.

The Bishop, in his address, welcomed the members and 'made some 
inspiring remarks about the present state of conflict. We were wit­
nessing, he said, examples of domination by force, but it was only by 
love that the world would find true and lasting peace.

Tea was held at the Silverdale Road Hall, to which about 35 mem­
bers sat down. Those present will agree that the meal would in 
peace time have been regarded as of most generous dimensions.

Previous to the business meeting which followed, the Bishop again 
welcomed the gathering and expressed his pleasure at being with 
them. He was sorry that he was unable to remain for the business, 
as he had a particularly heavy day on the morrow.—Mr. Birt, the 
Master, who occupied the chair, suitably replied.

The members stood in silence for a few moments as a mark of 
respect to Mr. C. H. Reading and Mr. A. Dean, a vice-president of 
the association, whose death had been lately reported in ‘ The Ringing 
World.’

THE COMMITTEE’S REPORT.
The treasurer’ s statement and the committee’s report were adopted.
The committee, in their report, said that the year had begun in 

practically a normal manner with Sunday service ringing much as 
usual, though limited in places by the ‘ black-out.’ Practices were 
well attended where- they had been well supported in peace time, 
much experience and enjoyment being gained by many members. 
Association meetings had been quite successful, three district meetings 
being held.in the North-Western District up to the end of May with 
an average attendance of 45.

In June, however, bellringing suffered the greatest setback of its 
existence when the ban was imposed. The committee soon met to 
discuss the situation, and it was agreed that as the chief attraction 
of meetings no longer existed, the usual programme of gatherings 
should be discontinued and an effort made to arrange meetings which 
would offer alternative attractions. W ith, this in mind, a meeting 
was held at Leatherhead in August, which included a pleasant walk 
from Box Hill Station to Leatherhead followed by a service, tea and 
social evening. It was pronounced by all who attended to be most 
successfu), and it had been hoped to arrange a similar meeting at 
Merstham at llio end of September, but circumstances prevented it 
taking place.

It was agreed that the valuable property of the association, such 
as the peal books and important records, should be deposited in as 
safe custody as possible. Accordingly this property lias been placed 
in the strong room of the Westminster Bank, Redhill. Existing 
records comprising minutes of the Jast annual meeting and minutes 
of the committee meetings held during the year and details of cash 
transactions for the year liad been duplicated and dispersed among 
the generrtL.officers to lessen the risk of the loss of this important 
information.

Up to the moment the affiliated churches and towers had suffered 
small damage as the result of enemy activity, and no damage to bells 
or fittings had been reported.

LOSS BY DEATH.
During the year three members had been lost by death, Mr. E. 

Acock, of Croydon, Mr. A. Bundle, of Carshalton, and Mr. J. Beams, 
o f Ewell. Mr. Bundle had been a member for a great number of 
years and had been associated with Carshalton tower for a great 
length of time. Mr. Beams, who celebrated his fiftieth anniversary 
as member only this year, was a keen supporter of the association 
and rang and conducted many peals. He was the conductor of two 
of the four peals accomplished during the year. It was for his un­
stinted and admirable work in the writing of the peal books of the 
association that he will live in memory, and the committee felt that 
they should place on record their deep appreciation of his valued 
services. Mr. Randall had kindly offered to undertake the writing of 
the peal book in succession to Mr. Beams.

Quite a number of members are now serving with H.M. Forces, 
including 16 from the Noth-Western District, and the committee 
recommended that the opportunity should be taken to send them 
very best wishes for their present and future welfare with the hope 
that their return will not be far distant.

The committee pointed out that possibly in some instances no super­
vision is being given to the bells, fittings and ropes, and they sug-

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND OV APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. HOPE WORKS,, CRANTHAM

\ gested that periodical inspection should be made. Bearings should be 
kept lubricated with the proper type of oil or grease, and precautions 
should be taken to preserve the ropes from rotting. Commonsense 
suggestions will avoid considerable delay and perhaps disappointment 
wfcen the bells are again required.

Four peals had been rung during the year; two of'Grandsire Triples 
at Ewell, conducted by Mr. J. Beams, one of Stedman Caters at 
Beddington, conducted by Mr. F. E. Darby, and one of Cambridge 
Royal also at Beddington, conducted by Mr. C. H. Kippin. Two 
members had rung their first peal and five their first in the method.

The committee intended to arrange meetings during the coming 
months on the lines of that held at Leatherhead, and hoped that the 
support shown then will continue. If such support is forthcoming, 
the future of the association should give little cause for anxiety.

The Chairman remarked that these were especially trying times for 
bellringers, but he was sure that so long as they were able to main­
tain the spirit shown by the present gathering, when happier times 
canine the association would arise with new vigour.

Miss Marian Ellis and Miss Joyce Franklin, both of St. Peter’s, 
Croydon, were elected members.

It was agreed to leave the place of the next annual meeting to the 
committee to decide according to circumstances.

The following officers were elected : President, the Bishop of South­
wark; Master, Mr. D. K. C. Birt; treasurer, Mr. C. H. Kippin; 
secretary, Mr. E. G. vTalbot; assistant secretary, Mr. C. Parks; 
auditor, Mr. G. W. Steere.

The printing of the new service pamphlet was deferred until after 
the war. The meeting decided to send to Mr. F. Woodiss a letter 
of sympathy in his continued indisposition with the hope that his 
recovery to health would be speedy and lasting. The secretary was 
requested to write a suitable letter to Mr. J. S. Goldsmith, who made 
a practice of attending the annual meetings, congratulating him on 
his recoyery from his recent operation.

It was agreed that a meeting be held in June at Reigate, details 
of which would appear later.

Mr. Harman announced that the clappers had been removed from 
the front eight at Leatherhead, and practices will be held on Tuesdays 
at 8 o’clock. '

On the proposition of Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. W. Hewitt, it 
was decided to write a letter of sympathy to Mrs. A. Dean and to Mr. 
J. Crawford, who has recently become blind through enemy activity.

The Chairman, on behalf of the association, thanked the organist 
and verger for having the church in readiness, and Mr. Dan Cooper 
for making all the arrangements, and particularly the following 
ladies for preparing the. tea and waiting at. table: Mrs. Kippin, Mrs. 
Butler, the Misses Kippin and Miss D. Williams.

RO CH D ALE RINGER KILLED IN ACTION ,
The death is announced of Stoker Ernest B. Sykes, of H.M. Navy, 

which recently occurred in action. He was 23 years of age and had 
been in the Navy for about four years. Previously he was a ringer 
tit Oldham Parish Church, where both his brother and sister were 
members of the band.

A short time ago Mr. Fred Crosland, the oldest member of the 
Oldham and District Society, was laid to rest. He was 85 years old, 
and began his ringing career 60 years ago. His ringing was at Lees- 
field, Oldham and Glodwick. He was a life member of the Lancashire 
Association and retained his interest in ringing affairs to the last. 
He had taken paft in over 30 peals, one of them 9,000 Grandsire 
Major.

«  J __________ \
TH E LATE W ILLIAM  NEW TON.

' AN APPRECIATION OF A PARTICULAR FRIEND.
To the Editor. ^

Dear Sir,—May I trespass upon your valuable paper to pay a 6hort 
tribute to a very close ringing friend, who passed away on Wednes­
day, April 23rd, and was laid to rest in Durham Road Cemetery on 
the 26th. I think* he was the oldest member of the Durham and 
Newcastle Association and was an original member.

We first met in the early part of 1897, when the Stockton bells 
were six. At that time there was great enthusiasm in Surprise 
methods, he was always ready and willing to join in a 5,000 and I 
have had the great pleasure of ringing several with him. Above all, 
he was a man who struck the bell perfectly, which makes ringing 
worth while.

I mourn the loss of a true friend, who passed away in his 85th year.
T. METCALFE. ,

Middlesbrough.

BUY AN EXTRA COPY
OF

‘ THE RINGING WORLD’ 
and send it to a Serving Member of your Tower
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T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
B R IG H TO N  A N D  A SH T E A D  SU R PR ISE .

All Plain, Treble Bob and Surprise M ajor methods have 
two variations. In one second’s p la ce ts  made at the 
lead en d ; in the other eighth’s place. The actual rows in 
the plain course are the same in both variations, the only 
difference being that the leads come in a different order. 
In practice this difference is sufficient to make thq varia­
tions distinct methods and as a rule they are given dis­
tinct names.

N ot all these variations are o f any value. In some the 
bells run round at the first lead en d ; in others bells lie 
still for more than tw o consecutive b lo w s ; and in yet 
others the amount o f continuous dodging is excessive. 
Usually one o f the two variations is better than the 
other, but it sometimes happens that there is little to 
chose between them.

In some methods each o f the two variations has itself 
two variations. In one, first’s place is made at the half 
lead end ; in the other, seventh’ s. These variations are 
subject to the same limitations as the others.

T o  the ordinary ringer there is not much difference 
between :(k second’ s place method and an eighth’s place, 
except in the bob making, the Bob M ajor bob being the 
type o f the first and the Double Norwich bob being 
the type o f the secon d ; but to the conductor there is a 
very considerable amount o f difference, and many o f them 
(probably most o f them) prefer a second’s place method 
to an eighth’s place rfiethod. This preference was ex­
pressed in our columns lately by Mr. Alan R . Pink, who, 
since he has called the first peal in about a dozen Sur­
prise M ajor methods, is entitled to an opinion on the 
matter. p, >

It may be, as Mr. Pink suggests, that this preference 
is largely prejudice, and that a second’s place method 
does not really enjoy any advantages over an eighth ’s 
place method, but it is a fact that almost exactly three 
times as many second’s place methods have been rung to 
peals as eighth’s place’ methods.

Every method should be judged as a whole and not 
on any isolated feature, for we must never Torget that 
almost every desirable feature has to be paid for.

For instance, in a Surprise method, if» second’s place 
is made at the lead end, then we can have a single dodge 
behind when the treble is in 1-2, or we can have a 5- 
piill d o d g e ; but we cannot have a double dodge, a 3-pull 
dodge, or a 4-pull dodge. W ith  an eighth’s place 
method we can have tw o 3-pull dodges, with the treble 
in 1-2 and 3-4. Double dodging is possible with an 
eighth’s fplace method, but not with a second’s place 
method except when the treble is in 3-4 and 5-6. This 
refers to methods with all backstroke w o rk ; it is some­
what modified if handstroke work is introduced.

The best way to compare the effects o f the second’s 
place and eighth’s place is to take the two variations o f 
the same method, and a very good  example is given by 
the method mentioned by Mr. Pink.

Brighton Surprise is a double method with eighth’s 
place at the lead end and first’s at the half lead end. W ith 
second’s at the lead end it becomes Boveney. W ith 
second’ s at the lead end and seventh’s at the half lead 
end it becomes Ashtead. W ith  eighth’s at the lead end 
and seventh’s at the ljalf lead end it becomes Ewell.

All four are excellent methods, and the first three have 
been rung to peals. W hich , is the best is, o f  course,

largely a matter o f taste, but on the whole we think 
Brighton should have the preference, though Ashtead 
has actually proved the more popular.

Brighton S. Ashtead
12345678 1*2345678
21436587 21436587
12346857 12346857
•21438675 21438675

24183657 24183657
42816375 42816375
24186357 24186357
42813675 42813675

24831657 24831657
42386175 . 42386175
24381657 24381657
42836175 42836175

24863715 24863715
42687351 42687351
46283715 462837T5
64827351 64827351

68472531 46283751
86745213 64827315
87642531 68523751
78465213 86247315•

87456123 68274135
78541632 86721453
87546123 68724135
78451632 86271453

87415623 68217435
78146532 86124753
87416523 68214735
78145632 86127453

71354623 81672435
17586432 18764253
71856342 81674523
17583624 18765432

15738264 18674523
W hen Brighton was first rung, the bob was made in 

fourth’s p la ce ; when many years later it was again rung 
(under the impression that it was a new method) a 
sixth’ s place bob was used.

W hen the skeleton course o f Brighton is compared 
with that o f Ashtead it will be seen that the movement 
is freer. All four variations have a clear proof scale and 
so sixty full natural courses available for composition. 
Our impression o f the music o f Brighton, derived from 
memories o f the first peal, is that it is excellent, though 
we are not quite sure whether a 4-pull dodge is not too 
long.

At any rate, both Brighton and Ashtead, though not 
quite in the same class as Cornwall, are worthy to rank 
as standard methods.

MR. D RAK E AND B A C K W A R D  HUNTING.
To tie  Editor.

Dear Sir.—‘ The Times ’ leading article to-day has the following 
sentence: ‘ We are actuated by a single-minded desire to help the 
man on his way and be quit of him; and yet we cannot make him 
understand.’ It rather reminded me of Mr. Drake.

J. A. TROLLOPE.
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S IL E N T  A P P A R A T U S .
THE SWING OF THE CLAPPER.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Mr. T. R. Bbys’ letter is a very interesting contribution 

to this important subject, but as he asks' if anyone can find any 
snags in it, may I point out that he seems to have overlooked some 
important factors.

First the swing of the clapper is not controlled by the force of 
gravity, though that does enter in a very complicated manner. The 
force which swings the clapper is imparted by the bell, the arc in 
which the bell swings is not the same as that in which the clapper 
swings and the clapper does not swin^ on a fixed axis as the bell 
does. The relktionsnip between the swing of the bell and the wheel 
and the swing of the clapper gives a definite and fairlv constant 
result, but in itself is very complicated an& difficult to calculate. It 
would take a very large amount of calculation and much experiment 
to design a glass tube fixed to the wheel with a moving metal ball 
which would reproduce e\<en approximately the motion of the clapper.

There is also the very great practical difficulty of making a satis­
factory electric contact between the moving wheel and the handbells! 
below. A flexible cord, of course, will be suggested. Easy in theory, 
but would it work?

^ . MAURICE CLARK.

THEORY AND PRACTICE.
Dear Sir,—May I be allowed a few lines in your columns with 

regard to the theory advanced by Mr. T. R. Boys in your issue of 
April 25th? I would first address a word of warning to those who 
might be tempted to try out thb device outlined. Theories do not by 
any means ‘ work out * in practice just according to paper plans, and 
this applies particularly to bells and clappers, as may be found by 
actual experiment. J

The snag in this theory lies in the assumption that the ball of the 
clapper is a weight falling: freely by gravitational pull. A moment’s 
reflection should correct this idea. The clapper is actually a pendulum 
w’hose point of suspension (i.e., the crown staple) is continually 
changing position. Take the case of a bell hung normally, that is 
with the crown staple outside the gudgeon line. When the ‘ set ’ bell 
moves from ‘ hand ’ to ‘ back * the crown staple describes a circle, 
which in effect advances the point of suspension during the whole 
revolution, and simple gravitational law does not fit the case. It 
will be round by experiment that any device in the nature of a freely 
moving weight would fall much quicker than .the clapper, even though 
describing a similar arc. In fact, it would probaoly fall its full 
extent while the bell itself was still on the downward half circle.

Assuming that the bell could be raised with the device ‘ right * (as 
compared with correct clappering), an appliance of this kind (mercury 
tube) would probably make contact before the bell moved a half 
revolution. Also the contact would not be ‘ momentary ’ but con­
tinuous while the mercury connected the wires, and consequently 
wasteful of current. But could it be raised * right ’ ? The mercury
* blob ’ in the tube when the bell is down would be at the lowest 
point, the centre of the tube which would be at the lower part of 
the wheel. Upon raising the bell the ‘ blob ’ would fall alternately 
to the -wrong side (as compared with correct clappering), and when 
up it would be ‘ wrong,’ and no turning over woula be possible. 'Even 
supposing the tufies solved the question of contacts the remainder of 
the electrical equipment would be difficult to acquire at this time. 
The use of metal gongs of tubular pattern would certainly save 
space, and also allow of deeper ‘ pitch,’ but they have little resonance 
and the sound dies quickly, giving small satisfaction to the listener. 
Handbells of large size if obtainable are preferable even if occasional 
adjustment is necessary.

To conclude may I offer to our Editor best wishes for a speedy 
recover}'.

E. MURRELL.
17} Tokenhouse Yard, E.C.2.

PRACTICE AT CAMBRIDGE.
’ Dear Sir,—It may interest many of your readers to know that 

practices are held on Monday evenings at Great St. Mary’s, Cam­
bridge, at 7.30 p.m., on Seage’s apparatus. A new set of handbells 
has been bought. Everybody will be welcomed.

J. QUINNEY.
Cherry Hinton, Cambridge.

A NEW APPARATUS.
Dear Sir,—I have lately tried a nejv version of a silent practice 

apparatus and found it very successful. The apparatus is designed 
for use with electrically struck indicators, but can easily be used on 
a mechanical system.

The principle is roughly this, a wooden base board with a. wooden 
upright about 6in. x 8in. x l^in. is fastened just above the bearings. 
A wooden rod, about 30in. x lin. x Jin. is pivoted about l£in. from 
its lower end (which is bevelled to an edge) by a long screw or bolt 
fastened into the upright. This rod is pushed over by studs on the 
wheel, and as it moves the bevelled end curves down and presses 
together the two parts of an electric contact. It will be seen that 
this has one or two similarities to the Seage apparatus, but has the 
following advantages :—

(1) By varying the position of the studs the apparatus can be mad^ 
to operate at. any desired point (within about 45 degrees of the 
balance).

(2) The cost is low, and owing to the use of wood no metalwork 
tools are needed; a saw and screwdriver are quite sufficient.

(3) The moving part is light and almost frictionless, so removing 
the check given to the bell by the stiff arms of the Seage apparatus. 
This is only a rough idea of the apparatus. 1 will be very pleased 
to send full details and drawings to anyone who will write to me, 
giving, if possible, the following details:—

(1) Nature of frame (iron, wood or steel).
(2) Number of bells to be fitted.
(3) Whether a mechanical or electrical design is desired.
19, Grantchester Street, Cambridge. * R. LEIGH.

D EATH  OF T W O  BEENHAM  RINGERS.
The Berkshire village of Beenham last week lost two o f  its ringers. 

One was the Rev. R. Gowes, who had been Vicar of uie parish for 
nearly six years. Previously he was Vicar of Cold Higham in 
Northamptonshire, and was the author of an elementary book on 
change ringing entitled ‘ Village Bells.’ The other was Mr. Frederick 
Wigmore, aged 77, wTho had been a ringer for about fifty years, and 
rang the treble in a peal of Minor Svhen 73 years old. Both died on 
Tuesday, April 22nd, and were buried on Saturday, April 26th.

D E A TH  OF MR RICH ARD  CLA RK .
BRISTOL RINGER KILLED IN AIR RAID.

In a recent air raid on Bristol, Mr. Richard Clark, his wife 
and sister-in-law were killed when his house was hit by a high ex­
plosive bomb.

Mr. Clark had rung about 350 peals, wjjph included the first of 
Clifton Surprise Royal and other first peals in methods in the city. 
The funeral was at Greenbank Cemetery on April 19th.

RECORDS REPLACE CHURCH BELLS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—On going through the ‘ Wireless and Electrical Trader ’ 
journal this week, the following article .published on March 1st, 194-1, 
came to my notice :— ..

‘ An idea which lias successfully been put into practice by the Rev. 
W. E. W. Denham, Vicar of Chorley Wood, Herts, may well interest 
dealers who have at some time in t^e past installed sound equipment 
in church towers to replace the original bells by records.

‘ For two years the Rev. Denham has had a public address system 
in use. The loii^-speakers are in the church tower, and originally 
broadcast the service (o. overflow crowds outside. When bellnnging 
was banned the Vicar thought parishioners might welcome music 
from the <ower.

‘ Many records of hymns are therefore played, and “  they have 
just as good an effect as the bells in calling people to church.”  “  My 
people like the music,”  he says, “  and I believe the walkers on the 
common do also.”  ’

It would be a pitv if this enforced ban on church bells is to be 
an excuse for * synthetic * means of calling people to ^church after 
the war. ;  L. WALTER PROSSER.

119, Caerphilly Road, Birchgrove, Cardiff.

H YM N  TUNES A T  W EYM O U TH .
Synthetic music was broadcast from the tower of St. John’s Church, 

Weymouth, on Easter Sunday.
The church authorities had secured permission to have * canned ’ 

music in the form of hymns for a quarter of an hour' before the 
service.

G. &. F. COPE &  CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOW ER CLO CK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FOR N EW  CLO CKS, C H IM E  A D D ITIO N S , REPAIRS 
. OR R EP A IN TIN G  C F  DIALS.
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ST. M A R T IN ’S G U ILD , B IR M IN G H A M .— Handbell 
practices will be resumed at the Tamworth Arms, M oor 
Street, City, at 7.30 p.m., comm encing Thursday, May 8th.

A N C IE N T  SO C IE T Y  O F  CO LLE G E  Y O U T H S . —  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, M ay 10th. 
Members will meet at the T w o Brewers, Shoe Lane, 
E .C .4, at 2.30. Business meeting and handbells at 15, 
Farringdon Avenue, at 3 p.m .— A. B. Peck, H on. Sec., 
Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A SSO C IA T IO N  A N D  L O N ­
D O N  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— The annual general meet­
ing will be held at St. Andrew ’s Church, Kingsbury, on 
Saturday, May 10th. Handbell ringing from  3 p.m. 
Service 4.30 p.m. Tea 5.15 p .m ., at a cost o f about Is. 
(please bring your own sugar). Annual business meet­
ing to follow. Nearest station to Kingsbury is W em bley 
Park (M et.), from whence N o. 83 buses pass the church. 
— C. T . Coles, Hon. Gen. Sec., 21, Vincent Road, E.4.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A N D  D IST R IC T S  A SSO C IA ­
T IO N  (Northern and Western. Branches).— A joint meet­
ing will be held at W ychbold , near Droitwich (D .V .), on 
Saturday, May 10th, at 3 p.m . Six' tower bells probably 
available for s ilen t’ practice. Tea 5.30 p .m ., followed 
by handbells' and social evening. —  B. C. Ashford, 
Northern Branch Sec., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stour­
bridge. *

O X F O R D  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— W itney and W ood - 
stock B ranch.— T he annual meeting will be held at 
Cassington on Saturday, M ay ioth . Service 3.30 p.m . 
Handbells available. A good attendance is necessary.—  
W . Evetts, Ham pton, Tackley, Oxford.

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A SSO C IA T IO N .— St. Al­
bans District.— A meeting will be held at St. Peter’ s, St. 
Albans, on Saturday, May ioth , at 3 p.m. Business 
meeting at 6.15  in the tower.— Harold J. Hazell, Dis. Sec., 
15 , K ing’s H ill Avenue, St. Albans.

S A L IS B U R Y  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— The annual 
meeting will be held at Salisbury in the Church House on 
Saturday, May 10th, at 3 p.m . Handbells available at
2.30. Service in St. Thom as’ Church at 4.30.— F . LI. 
Edwards, Hon. .S e c ., Kington M agna Rectory, Gilling­
ham, Dorset.

O X F O R D  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— Reading Branch.—  
The annual meeting will be held at the Girls’ Club Room s, 
Chain Street, Reading, on Saturday, May 10th, at 4 p.m ., 
followed by tea at 5 p.m ., 9d. per head. Handbells avail­
able. —  E. G. Foster, Hon. Sec., 401, London Road, 
Reading.

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— The annual 
general meeting will be held at Guildford on Saturday, 
M ay 17th. Service at S. N icolas’ Church at 4.30 p.m . 
Tea and business meeting at Ayers’ Hall (next to ^he 
church) ^t 5 p jn . Please send numbers for tea to me by 
M ay*nth .— G. L . Grover, H on. Sec., East Clandon, near 
Guildford.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A N D  D IST R IC T S  A SSO ­
C IA T IO N .— The annual meeting will be held at W o r ­
cester on Saturday, May 17th. Business meeting in the 
Cathedral Chapter House at 3 p.m . prompt. Service in 
the Cathedral at 4.15 p.m. St. A lban’s R oom , Fish 
Street, will probably be available from 2.15 p.m. and 
again in the evening for payment o f subscriptions, dis­
tribution o f reports and handbell ringing. Ow ing to 
catering difficulties, it has not been found possible— up 
to the moment— to arrange for tea. W ill members 
please provide for themselves? —  J. D. Johnson, Gen. 
Sec., Cheltenham Road, Sedgeberrow, Evesham.

E SSE X  A SSO C IA T IO N .— A district meeting will be 
held at Brentwood on Saturday, May 24th. Service at
4.30 p.m . Tea arranged, but only for those whose 
names are received not later than May l7th. Tow er 
bells (silent) and handbells available.— J. H . Crampion, 
Hon. Sec., 14, W ellesley Road, W anstead, E . l l .

H E R T S  A SSO C IA T IO N .— Bushey.— M eeting, Satur­
day, May 31st, at the Studios, Falconer Road. Com fort­
able, pleasant' room. Tea can be arranged. Handbell 
practice and social chinwag. All interested in ringing 
are welcome. —  C. H . Horton, 53, 'Aldenham R oad, 
Bushey. '  ,

ESSE5? A SSO C IA T IO N . —  The annual meeting will 
be held at Chelmsford on Saturday, M ay 31st. Details 
next week. —  L. J. Clark, Gen. Sec., 36, Lynmouth 
Avenue, Chelmsford.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C ESAN  G U ILD . —  The 
annual meeting will be held ( d . v . )  on W hit Monday, 
June 2nd, at Kingsthorpe, when the V icarage grounds 
will be open. Central Committee meet at the Vicarage
2.45. Service 3.30, with address by the Vicar. Tea
4.30, followed ^y meeting and election o f officers. Tea, 
free to all resident members who ,are clear on the books 
and who apply to the general secretary for tickets on 
or before May 24th. Non-resident members and non­
members Is. 6d. each, to be sent with application for 
tickets. N o application for tickets will be entertained 
after May 24th. This will be strictly adhered to. Bring 
sugar i^ required. Bells (6) (silenced) and handbells 
before and after the meeting.— R obt. G. Black, Gen.’ 
Sec., Stamford Road, Geddiftgton, Kettering.

■TH E  C H U R C H  B ELLS O F  B E R K S H IR E .’ Part 
III .— Reprinted from  the ‘ Journal o f the Berkshire 
Archaeological Society,’ by permission o f the society. T o 
be obtained from the author, Mr. Frederick Sharpe, Der- 
wen, Launton, Bicester, O xon , price Is. post free.
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SOCIETY FOR TH E A R C H D EACO N RY OF STA FFO R D .
A meeting of the Stafford Archdeaconry Society, held at Wolver­

hampton on Saturday, April 26th, was attended by upwards of 40 
members and friends. During the afternoon St. Peter s belfry was 
open for handbell ringing, and at the committee meeting it was 
derided toHiold the. annual meeting at Wolverhampton on Saturday, 
June 21st. In the church a short service was conduAed by the Rev.
C. H. Barker, who gave a nice address. Mr. Seymour, of St. George’s, 
kindly officiated at the organ.

At the social in the evening in the George Hotel various methods 
were rung on handbells and a few selections were rendered by the 
St. Peter’s Handbell *Quartette.

PRESTWICH, MANCHESTER.—At Rectory Lane, on Monday, 
April 21st, 720 Bob M inor: W. Sidwell (first 720) 1-2, Rev. R. D. St. 
J. Smith (conductor) 3-4, F. Reynolds (first 720 ‘ in hand ’ ) 5-6.

BEACONSF1 ELD. — On April 23rd, at St. Mary and All Saints’ 
Church, a quarter-peal of Plain Bob Major in 42 minutes: H. Win- 
grove (conductor) 1-2, W. Lee 3-4, D. R. Fletcher 5-6, K. E. Fletcher 
7-8. Rung in honour of St. George’s Day.

THE RINGING WORLD.^ ’
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E F R E EO B T A I N E D  P O S T  

f r o m  th e  
R e v . E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

*. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bcll Treble
__ Dominated Method*) ... ..................................................... , 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) .....................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—8ection III. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collection*
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ................................  O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH 3.P.A.B............................. 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS .......... ............................................................................  1i
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ..........  3

Cambridge Surprise Major .................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Coi^rt 3
Bristol Surprise Major ......... ..........  2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................  1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ......................... /„ ....................................................... 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES 

‘ BOPE-STGHT,’ I s . lOd.; ninth edition; ISO pages; treat® Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE.’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages. 
‘ SURPRISE METHODS,- 2s. lOd A book by th ej»te  Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 page*.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from 
M i s s  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N  
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s to n , L a n c s

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ G R A N D SIR E  DO U BLES AN D T R IP L E S , Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6$d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post frie. By I. Roe and M- Broome, Orchards, 
W onersh, Surrey.

‘  BOB M IN OR AND M AJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAM BRID GE M IN OR AN D M ALOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7Jd. each, 
■f>s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 

4 W onersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWtXL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 / 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /- ) .
O b tainable only p ost free  fro m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

S tav erto n  VloarajJe, near Daventry.

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED rOR EASY HANOUNC AND NON STRETCHING
E st. 1 8 2 0 Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (ropes) Ltd ,
L O U G H B O R O U G H

Ora or y o u r Bell R opes now , b e fo re  p ric es in crease , 
p re -w a r  Quality, and send us yo u r old  Bell Ropee  

fo r  rep airs  w h ilst n ot in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND In Solid Silver

Diameter 2|in 2jin, Siin. 3iin. 4 in. 4Jin. Mn. &tfn 
Price 18 /6  2 2 /8  2 8 /8  3 3 /6  4 2 /-  5 2 /6  6 7  6  786

The bin. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optician

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or W eight Driven

Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

John S m ith  & S on s, Midland Clock W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

Head Office and W ork s, Queen S t., Derby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D ER B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 

Building*, London, E.C.4.
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S IL E N T  A P P A R A T U S E S .
W hen, some weeks ago, we wrote about Silent 

Apparatuses in this column, we did not think the subject 
was more th an / one which would afford an interesting 
field o f study and experiment among such mechanically 
and scientifically minded members o f the Exercise as 
might need something connected with bells and belfries 
to maintain their touch with our art during the present 
silence enforced by the ban. W e  were, therefore, agree­
ably surprised to find from our correspondents that, not 
only has a good  deal o f interest. already been taken in 
the matter, but that experiments have been made which 
have solved many o f the difficulties involved, and we do 
not doubt that our satisfaction will be shared generally, 
and hopes and expectations formed of the invention o f a 
really workable silent apparatus. •

Already, if we judge aright, some o f the important 
difficulties have been surmounted. It has been found 
possible to make a workable contact between the bell in 
the bell-chamber and the handbell in the ringing room, 
and to do it both bv electrical means and by mechanical 
means. That is a great achievement in itself, for ex­
perience showed that the system of wires used in the old 
and fairly familiar device was very liable to fail in this 
particular. It has also been found possible to make a 
workable system o f adjustment and to instal it in the 
ringing-chamber and not in the bell-chamber. How - 
great an advantage that is only a little thought will 
reveal.

As these results are brought about by simple and in­
expensive means, a great deal has been achieved, but 
one thing so far has baffled the inventors, and that i?- t 
how to ensure*that the handbell in the belfry will strike 
at the exact point 'o f  time that the clapper o f the bell 
above would have done. The importance o f this cannoi 
be overstressed, and here perhaps will be found the ulti­
mate test of the value (if any apparatus. For unless the 
silent apparatus can reproduce exactly the striking o f the 
open bells, not only will it prove of no value for teaching 
and learning change ringing, but it will be a positive 
danger. Approximation can be had, and it seems to  be a 
matter o f dispute how near the approximation is to the 
real thing.

It depends on the very complicated relationship be­
tween the swing o f the bell and tl\e swing o f the clapper. 
W hen a bell is rung up does the clapper always strike 
the bell when it is in the same position, or is the position 
altered by the strength o f the pull given by the ringer, 
and the rate at which the bell.is rung? On this question 
opinion seems to differ very considerably, and all the 

(Continued on page 230.)
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Founders of the 
H EAVIEST BELLS
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and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE

in
C A N A D A  

S. A F R I C A  
N E W  Z E A L A N D

Telephone 
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(ESTABLISH ED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most Important Clocks  

In the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

‘THE flUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e r s , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w o a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration.

get. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45 /- 
H A L L  M ARKED  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G I L T  OR W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  41-  
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, S f f i H "
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

M ETHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 

'M ETH O D  SPLIC IN G ,’ price 1/3 (post free) 
from * The R inging World ’ Office, 

LOW ER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERM OND SEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh. St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing- Mats, Matting-, Flag Lines, etc., etc. |

more so because at the present we are forbidden to test 
it by practical experiments. If the point o f contact be­
tween the bell and the clapper is, for all practical pur­
poses, a constant one, as one o f our correspondents seems 
to maintain, we do not see why the perfect silent ap­
paratus should not be invented. But, if it is not, as 
others say it is not, then the perfect apparatus will, we 
fear, belong; to the realms of unrealised dreams.

M ore than one o f our correspondents have sent us 
directions for making apparatuses which they have in­
vented, and which they find successful to a greater or 
less degree. These designs have been generously placed 
at ihe disposal o f the Exercise without any reservation 
o f inventors’ rights. In some cases the articles sent 
have been illustrated by diagrams, and we regret that it 
has not been found possible to reproduce them.

The whole question is one which calls for further in ­
vestigation and experiment, and that can hardly be done 
fully while the ban lastf. W hen the war is over it mav 
be possible for the Central Cduncil to decide on one or 
two good  and proven systems, and make them available 
to the Exercise hy printing and publishing a short and 
illustrated pamphlet.

H A N D B E L L  P E A L S .
NORTHREPPS, NORFOLK.

THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, May 3,1941, in Two Hours and Seventeen Minutes,

A t  t h e  R e c t o r y ,
A PEAL O F  D O U B L E S , 5040 C H A N G ES ;

Consisting of four extents each of Stedman, St. Simon’s, Reading. 
Canterbury Pleasure Reverse and April Day, eight of Plain Bob and 
14 of Grandsire. ' Tenor size 15 in D flat.
•Rbv. E. W il l ia m  B lyth ... i-a | fF . N o l a n  G o l d e n  .............  3-4

J C y r i l P o o l e y  . . .  .............  j - 6
Conducted by F. N o l a n  G o l d e n .

", First peak + First peal in seven Doubles methods on handbell.. 
} First peal in seven Doubles methods. First peal in seven Double; 
methods on handbells by the association.

SURFLEET, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sunday, May 4, 1941, in Two Hours and Twenty-Eight Minutes,
A t  G l y n  G a r t h ,

A PEAL O F  BOB MAJOR, SOM C H A N Q ES i 
Tenor size 13 in E.

M r s . J a c *  B r a y ........................... 1-2  I J a c k  B r a y  ..................................  5-6
R u p e r t  R ic h a r d so n  ........... 3 -4  | G e o r g e  E. F e a r n  .............. 7-8

Composed by F. A * H o l d e n . Conducted by R o p e r t  R ic h a r d s o n . 
Rung as a birthday compliment to Mrs. R. Richardson and Mr. 

Albert Walker.

E R IN  D O U B L E S .
ANOTHER FORM OF EXTENT.

To the Editor.
D^ar Sir,—Ii is possible to obtain the extent of Erin Doubles with­

out altering the Slow work in the following manner:—
A Y 120

12545 12345 12345
21435 c 21435 24135 A
12435 = 12453 43251
14235 c 14235 „ 35412
41235 s 41235 s 51342 A
42135 c 42153 14532 Y
24135 24135

3 times repee.ted
42315 42315

JAMES TOPP.
139, Queen s Road, Buckland, Portsmouth.
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T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL .
C. D. P. D A V IE S .

From the beginning the Central Council did rnych o f 
its work by means o f committees. That is the usual 
procedure o f such bodies, and was inevitable, because 
the members as a whole had neither the time nor know­
ledge to deal with the questions .of complexity and detail. 
The theory is that when some such matter has to be 
settled you select a few competent and able men who pool 
their knowledge and skill, and submit the result o f their 
joint labour in a report which the Council debates, and 
adopts, amends, or rejects as it may see fit.

That is the theory, but the practice has not always 
worked out just so. For some things the committee

T H E  R E V .  C. D P D A V I E S .

system has been an unqualified success. The work ol 
the present Analysis Corrtmittee is an example o f how a 
long,, continuous, and at times tedious task can be ac­
complished by the co-operation o f several persons each 
o f whom does his allotted share. In another way the 
Towers and Belfries Committee- is a success, for their 
particular work is largely done by the members as in­
dividuals.

In the past, however, things have usually been some­
what different. As a rule the committees were too 
large. W hen the subject matter was an abstruse or con­
troversial one it was found impossible to debate it in 
detail by all the members by post, and, as a result, the 
report was usually the work o f one, or perhaps two men, 
the rest o f the committee being taeitly ignored.

In this way one o f the earliest published reports, that 
on ‘ recommendations as to calls,’ was really the work

of C. D. P. Davies and bears the stamp of his personality 
and opinions on every line.

It arose out of a debate at the second meeting, held 
at Birmingham in 1892. H . A . Cockey moved that 
a committee be appointed to receive and classify all 
compositions o& 5,000 changes and upwards, and to issue 
an annual report, in which all peals com posed In the pre­
vious 12 months shall be published.’ This was amended 
by a proposal to appoint a committee to consider the 
matter, and C. D. P. Davies, J. W . W ashbrook and 
C. H . Hattersley were duly appointed. A further motion 
dealing with calls was then debated, and Davies per­
suaded the Council to refer that matter also to the new 
committee.

It was a subject in which he had taken a great deal o f . 
interest, and on which he had formed definite opinions, 
and it is not surprising that when the report did appear 
it strongly reflected those opinions.

W ashbrook  signed the interim report, presented in 
1893, but retired from the committee before the final re­
port was adopted. N o reason was given for his action ; 
but, since he was a man who had strong opinions o f his 
own, it .is at least likely that he did not see eye to eye 
With Davies. His place was taken by Nathan Pitstow.

Charles > Douglas Percy Davies was One o f the most 
influential members o f the Council, and earned an hon­
ourable and distinguished name in the history of the 
Exercise. He was .born at Tewkesbury, on September 
12th, 1856, where his father was V icar for thirty-one 
years. His connection with bells began when he was 
eleven years of age, and after a period of stoney, some­
where about 1874 he began to introduce change ringing 
into Tewkesbury belfry. In 1876 he went to Oxford, 
where he had gained a scholarship o f Pembroke College, 
and there he came into contact with several men who 
then and after played no small part in the movement for 
reform and improvement which has benefited the Exer­
cise so enormously.

He never had the advantage o f com ing into permanent 
contact with a really first-class band, but he took what 
opportunities offered themselves to ring peals, and his 
record in his early days, judged by the standards o f the 
times, was quite a good  one. It included peals of 
Grandsire and Stedman Triples and Caters, Bob Major, 
Kent M ajor and Royal, and Double Norwich, Double 
Oxford and Superlative Surprise M ajor. He rang in 
the first peal by a band o f parsons. That was Stedman 
Triples, At Drayton in 1884, conducted by F . E. Robin­
son, and he called the first clerical ten-bell peal, one of 
Stedman Caters, at W arw ick  in 1910. He rang the 
second at St. Giles-in-the-Fields in 1884, when H olt’s 
Original was rung non-conducted for the ffcrst time, and 
the seventh in the 13,054 Stedman Caters at Cheltenham 
in 1888.

D avies’ chief claim to fame lies in the fach: that he was 
the first man to attempt to deal with the composition of 
peals as mathematical problems to be solved by deductive 
reasoning. For many years composers had worked by 
experimental and hit or miss methods. Much good work 
had been done so, and continued to be done, and deduc­
tive reasoning can hardly have been altogether absent 
from the minds o f men like John Holt and John Reeves. 
But there is no evidence that they used it consciously. 
T h e y  judged their work by results. A peal was a fact, 

(Continued on next page.)
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T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL .
(Continued from previous page.)

and if it was true, it did not matter whether there was a 
Haw in the reasoning by which they had produced it.

But experimental methods, though they may produce' 
true peals, will seldom establish general truths, and, still 
more seldom, negatives; and there was one great ques­
tion these old composers continually asked but could 
never answer. Is it possible to com pose a peal o f Grand­
sire Triples with ordinary bobs only ? And if not, why 
not? Holt, and perhaps one or two others were, we can 
hardly doubt, sure that it was not possible; but they 
coud not prove it, nor had they any answer to the retort 
which Jasper Snowdon in effect gave to Davies himself—  
because you cannot do it is no reason for saying that no 
one else can.

Davies went a long way towards solving the question, 
but he did not succeed. He had not the clear logical 
mind that W . H. Thompson brought to bear on the sub­
ject. Indeed, though to say it may seem unjust to a man 
who had come so near success, he was not a logical 
thinker. He was far too diffuse, and this defect is ap­
parent in all he wrote. He was one who never used 
three words if five would do, and in his anxiety to make 
himself clear smothered his meaning in verbosity. This 
was strongly impressed on me when I wrote the last 
edition o f * Stedman, ’ following much the same lines as 
in his book, but having less than half the space at my 
disposal.

Nothing, however, can detract from thf fact that as 
an expositor of-com position  he was the earliest pioneer. 
Other men followed and some surpassed him, but he had 
shown the way.

His great success in Grandsire Triples was, however, 
to some extent his undoing. Living in remote country 
districts and away from practical ringing and ringers, 
he lost touch with the spirit o f  the Exercise. W hile he 
was an active ringer Grandsire and Stedman were the 
important methods. He understood them far better than 
most people, but he made the mistake o f thinking that 
rules and standards valid for them must^be valid for all 
methods. M ajor ringing he neither liked nor under­
stood, yet he tried to force It into conformity \frith what 
he thought were fundamental principles, but really were 
no more than individual prejudices and preferences. He 
had a rule o f the succession o f the nature o f the rows 
which he proclaimed as the ultimate basis o f  ringing. 
Kent and Cambridge and London and Bristol refused to 
abide by it, and instead o f seeing that there must .be 
something wrong with his rule, he was quite prepared 
to reject them, and scores more, as illegitimate.

It was due»largely to his being out o f touch with prac­
tical ringing, but it was a great pity, for it marred much 
of .what he wrote, and it obscured and detracted from 
the real-solid merits o f  his books. .

His ‘ Stedman ’ is a good  book, marked everywhere 
with knowledge and painstaking thoroughness, yet be­
cause o f his obstimate prejudice against any but old 
fashioned all-tittum peals, there is not in it a single one 
o f Stedman Caters that an average modern conductor 
would chose to call.

Davies was not the only man who was old fashioned 
and prejudiced, and there is a good  deal to be said for 
standing in the old paths and mistrusting new fancies 

(Continued in next column.)

S P L IC E D  S U R P R IS E  M A J O R .
A NEW COMPOSITION.

To the Editor. •
Dear Sir,—I am pleased to be able to send you a peal, which seems 

to mark another advance in the art. It shows tliat what we all 
thought could not possibly exist only remained to be discovered.

I gather, from the jojnt letter of Messrs. Trollope and Turner, 
which you published^ that someone else lias thought our earlier idea 
might be wrong. Mine was based on. the fact that so many courses 
of one method were false against the plain course of another. How­
ever, with a winter of black nights before me, this question of the 
existence of a peal of Spliced Surprise, with at least one full course 
of each method, intrigued me. I decided it was worth while to makf 
a thorough investigation, and here is the result.

It wilt be interesting to learn that, others have been eq'uallv success! ul. . 1 J
On the three-part plan it is surprising to find that three courses 

each of London, Bristol, Cambridge and Superlative exist true against 
eax;h other. They seem, however, to be false against avervthine which 
joins theip, even when the tenors are parted.

r  l  ̂ o j i j JOSEPH W. PARKED.61, Ewesley Road, Sunderland.
A peal of Spliced Surprise Major in five methods, with a full course 

of each method, 5,024 clianges. Bacli course-end is followed by leads 
of the various methods as shown by letters on the right, B for Bristol, 
C for Cambridge, L for London, R for Rutland, and S for Super­
lative. Where X  is shown, the lead may be rung either as Cambridge 
or Superlative. When no figure precedes the letter one lead is implied. 
The calling which • I>rodlirft« p a o li r>rm rco-onH ic  c ltn w n  n n  f l ip  lAf+

M W H 23456 R• X R
____ 52436 R X R

— 42635 R C L
— — 1• 56234 7L

— 25634 L X R
— 36452 R X L
— — 45362 L X h

- - 35264 L X h
— — . — 46253 R X R

— 24653 R X R
— — 65243 L X L

— 26543 R 4C
— 42563 4C R
— 64523 B C R
— ■ — 52643 R X L

— — 36245 7B R
— 43265 R X B
— 64235 2B X h

— \ — — 53246 L X R
----- ; 23645 R c R
----- — 56342 R X R

— 35642 L X L
— 63542 R* X R

----- — 45236 R c R
----- _/ — 63254 L X L

-  - 26354 X, c L
— 32654 R c R

----- — ^ 56423 L X h
----- — — 32465 L X R

— . — 46325 L 6R
----- — 53624 R c L

— — 62534 R c 3e>
T - — — 43526 R s R

— 54326 C R L
— — 32546 L X L

----- — 45623 L X R
— — 36524 R X L
----- — 25463 L X L
— ; 34562 R X R

— 53^2 .L X I.
— 65432 L X L

— — 34256 L X h
— — 25346 R c L
— 42356 L X L
— ‘— 35426 4S R--. 23456

Includes 320 changes of Bristol, 1,472 of London, 1,504 of Rutland. 
1,728 of Cambridge and Superlative.

(Continued from previous column.) 
which may be but o f a day, but the writer o f a text book, 
on such a thing as ringing should aim at giving what 
the Exercise as a whole has found to be worth while, and 
should put aside his own personal preferences.,
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D EATH  OF MR. W A L T E R  FRANKS.
LEADER OF THE BATTLE COMPANY*. 1

The death is announced of Mr. Walter Franks, which took place on 
March 19th at the Buchanan Hospital, Hastings.

Mr. Franks learnt to ring in 1881, lie joined the Sussex County 
Association in 1885 and had been leader o f the baud at St. Mary’s, 
Battle,- since 1888. He took part in 64 peals, of which he conducted 27.

His interest in change ringing never wavered and he taught lhany 
bands among them being Brigntling, Iden, Blacklands, Secflescombo, 
Salehurst and St. Clement’s, Hastings. When the war silenced bells 
it seemed to him a definite break with the past, for he liad seldom 
been absent from ringing for morning and evening services at St. 
Mary’s, J3attle, during ’60 years, and the proudest moment in his 
career was when 011 Christmas Eve, 1958, he was able to conduct a 
touch with seven of his sons and daughters standing in.

Mr. Franks, who was 75 years old, had worked at the local tanyard 
for 58 years, and was a familiar figure in Battle.

The funeral was 011 March 22nd at the Parish Church. It was 
conducted by the Dean, the Rev. W. W. Youard, assisted by the 
Rev. J. J. Catterick. The hymns and p«alins were sung by past aftd 
present members of the church choir.

DEATH  OF ESSEX LA D Y BELLRINGER.
. The death is announced of Nurse Edith M. Caton. of Slistley, Essex, 
which took place on Monday, May 25th, at the early age of 25, after 
a very brief illness. 0

AI the beginning of the war Miss Caton undertook nursing duties 
ht Colchester Hospital. It is feared she contracted her fatal illness 
in the course of her duties.

The funeral at St. Mary’s, Mistley, was attended by a large , and 
representative congregation. Many members, men and women, of the 
St. John Ambulance formed a guard of honour, and many members 
of the Mistley G.F.S., Rangers and Guides were present. The ringers 
included Mr. G. W. Moss, Mr. A. Fuller, Mr. A. Honey wood, Miss
D. Itf. Andrews and Mr. and Mrs. L. Wright, of St. Mary’s, Mistley, 
anjjl Miss V. Frost, of Tendring. The Essex Association was • repre­
sented by Mr. L. Wright; tho hon. secretary of the North-Eastern 
Division.

M iss' Caton was one of six ladies who learnt to ring at Mistley in 
1936 under the guidance of Mr. G. W. Moss, and she gave the tower 
loyal support for Sunday ringing.

She had taken part in three peals, all at Mistley, and was the 
first lady to ring a peal on the bells.

.Much sympathy is felt by all for her parents, ex-Police-Sergt. W. H. 
Caton and Mrs. Caton, in the great loss they have sustained.

GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS.
MEETING OF THE EXETER BRANCH.

A meeting* of the Exeter Branch of the Devonshire Guild wa? held 
at St. Thomas’ ;  Exeter, 011 May 3rd. More than twenty members 
were present in i.he afternoon. Some of the members assembled in the 
belfry for handbell practice, and before the service a 168 Bob Minors 
was rting by J. E. Lilley 1-2, C. R. Lilley 3*4, and Preb. E. V. Cox 5-6.
• The Vicar, the Rev. J. L. Price, welcomed the company and con­
ducted the Guild office. His address, though short, was much appre­
ciated. I t  was based on the word#, * Honour all men. Love* tlic 
brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the King.’

Mr.i Biffin, with the help of lady friends, arranged the tea in the 
Scouts’ Hall, near the church, and the chairman, Mr. E. J. Ryali, 
was supported by the Vicar, the Rev. Prebendary E. V. Cox, the 
Rev. K. R. Martin and the treasurer and secretary of the Guild. Mr., 
A. E. Searle sent apologies for absence.

Mr. C. R. Lilley reported that satisfactory progress was being 
made with the handbell practice.

It was decided to hold tho next meeting at Tcdburn St. Mary 011 
August 16tli.

The Vicar, responding to the vote of thanks to liim^elf and the 
ladies for providing the tea, expressed his pleasure at the meeting 
being held in St. Thomas’ and invited the company to take a stroll 
round the Vicarage garden.

Those interested in the welfare of the Exercise ̂ do feel that this 
meeting helped to keep alive and stimulate interest in change ringing. 
It is at least a thread which links the happy past with the happier 
days we hope will come soon.

ENDOW M ENTS FOR BELL ROPES.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In view of the correspondence about endowment for 
bell ropes, the folldfcing may be of interest ;— # •

4 In the year 1361 Mr. John Hamden, of this parish, gave by deed 
six shillings a year for ever to be paid out of his lands in this 
parish to the churchwardens for the time being, towards the main­
taining of the bell ropes.’

The a b o v n  is one from a list of endowments printed upon a board 
and hanging in the belfry of Smarden, Kent, Church, but although 1 
was attached to the tower for some years, I have no recollections of 
any funds being administered for that purpose. >*•

Incidentally, tfcfc land referred to forms part of a fafm near the 
church, and is called ‘ Bell Ropes * to this day*

F. S. MACfcY.
Brain Lea, Sutton Valence, Kent.

=

LOUGHBOROUGH
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T H E  E D IT O R .
Mr. J. S. Goldsmith is still in hospital, but hopes 

to return home before long, when all his friends will b\ 
informed.

B E L F R Y  G O S S IP .
A famoub London church, well known to ringers, which had pre­

viously been damaged onee or twice in air raids, lias now been gutted 
bjr fire and only the walls are left standing. Some time ago the ten 
bells were taken down from the steeple and put in a place of safety.

Another church destroyed is in South London. It v/as here that 
the Waterloo Society had its headquarters in the few years before 
it came to an ertd. The eight- bells in the tower have, we fear, 
perished. The society’s property liad been moved back to St. John’s, 
Waterloo Road, by Mr. J. E. Davis, and shared in the fate of that 
building. The handbells and peal book are, however, safe.

Among the churches destroyed in raids in the North of England 
was one which had the oldest iron bell frame in the country. The 
bells are^niashed.

The handbells used in the peal rung at Northrepps on May 3rd are 
a much travelled set. They have been to Burma and were used 111 
India by ringers in the Forces during the last war.

On May 14th, 1924, a peal was rung at Whitley Bay which forms 
e landmark in the history of change ringing, for it was the first "time 
that more than one Surprise Major method had been included in a 
five-thousand. The methods were Cambridge -and Superlative, the 
composition was by Mr. Joseph W. Parker, and the conductor was 
Joseph A. Gofton. Six of the baud belonged to the talented Goffcon 
family. It was not until more than three years later (June lltli. 
1927) that Mr. Alfred Pulling called the peal in which the four 
standard Surprise Major methods were spliced for the first time.

John Cox x*alled 6,485 Stedman Caters 'at St. Clement Danes’ on 
May 14th, 1845. # 1

Yesterday was the anniversary of two notable long peals. On 
May 15th, 1837, the St. James’ Society rang 12,096 changes of Grand­
sire Caters at Fulham with Thomas Tolladay as conductor. They 
thought it was the longest length, but 20 years earlier the Painswick 
men hac’ rung 12,312.

In 1891- a peal of Superlative Surprise Major, 8,800 changes, was^. 
accomplished at the Parish Church, Loughborough. The composition 
was by Nathan Pitstow, who conducted, and it was ,the longest 
that had so far been produced in the method. One of the few peals 
on the recently destroyed octave at St. Lawrence Jewry was 5,040 
Double London Court Bob, rung by the College Youths on May 17th, 
1735. Richard Spicer conducted, and it was William Laughton’s la>t 
recorded peal.

TJiurstans’ four-part peal of Stedman Triples was rung for the first 
time at St. Martin’s, Birmingham, on May 18th, 1846. Henry Johnson 
conducted, and the composer was not fn the band.

Fifty years ago to-day two peals were rung. One was Stedman 
Triples, the other Kent Treble Bob Major. On the following Monday 
(Bank Holiday) *22 peals were rung. They consisted of Grandsire 
Doubles 1, Triples 4, Stedman Triples 4, Caters 1, Bob Major 1, 
Canterbury Major 1, Kent Treble Bob Major 6, Oxford Treble Bob 
Major 1, Double Norwich Court Bob Major 1, and Minor 2. One of N 
the peals of Kent was Mr. George Williams’ 100th peal. He took part 
in the first Sussex ‘ ringing wreek ’ from May 11th to May 15th, in 
which three peals of Stedman Triples, two of each Double Norwich 
and Superlative, and one of Kent were rung. .Washbrook called six 
of the peals and F. E. Robinson two.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOU TH S.
The meeting on Saturday, Mav 10th, was weH supported and was 

quite a happy gathering. H.^t. Forces were represented by the 
brothers Len and Tom Fox, home on leave together. Other very 
welcome figures were Mr. H. R. Newton, now one of our oldest 
meeting members, and Mr. H. Hoskins. Mj\ E. A. Young reported 
that he had seen the finished C. F. Winney memorial tablet and he 
was very pleased with its appearance.

Stories of the past and handbell ringing brought another meeting 
to its end.

Greetings were received from R. T. Hibbert, Congrieve Pridgcon,
F. E. Dai'by and G. H. Myers and all absent friends were remembered.

W INNEY M EM ORIAL FUND.
Amount previously acknowledged, £19 12s. 6d. Further donatioiie 

received: Canon G. F. Coleridge, 10s.; Raymond G. Cousins, 5s.: 
Percy W Cave, 5s.; J. A. Trollope, 2s.: George R. Newton, 2s. 6d.: 
Douglas S. Archer, Is.; Anon., 2s. 6d .; R. Edwards, 5s.

Will any other ringer desirous of associating himself* with this 
memorial kindly forward his donation without delay, as the fund 
will be closed on Saturday, May 24th. Thanking all subscribers on 
behalf of the committee.—A. B.. Peck.

MEARS & 
STAINBANK,

F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 6 7 0

(12th year 
of reign of 

Elizabeth).
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4

32 &

JBellfounders &
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M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N
AND LONDON DIOCESAN .GUILD,

The annual meeting of the Middlesex County Association was held 
last Saturday at St. Andrew’s, Kingsbury. This is the North 
Middlesex church which w<te removed stone by stone a few years ago 
from Wells Street, one of the streets leading out of Oxford Street. 
That district has suffered severely in the air raids and it may be that 
the removal has been the means of preserving St. Andrew’s "from 
destruction.

It is a fine building and one of the best examples of late Gothic 
architecture erected in the nineteenth century. The bells are famous 
as being a full maiden peal not touched by the tuning lathe in any 
way. The founder cast over twenty before he got eight that satisfied 
his ear. The ancient Church of St. Andrew, a tiny building, stands 
beside the new church. It lias three small bells, one the oldest in 
Middlesex. They are, however, inaccessible.

ST.  A N D R E W ’S, K I N G S B U R Y .

The meeting on Saturday was well attended. Choral evensong was 
at half past four, with an address by the Rev. E. G. Bridgwater, 
curate-in-charge. Before the service a course of Grandsire Triples 
was rung in the cboir gallery by Mrs. G. W. Fletcher and Messrs. 
C. W. Woolley, H. G. Cashmore and E. C. S. Turner. With such 
a band it was quite good ringing, and would have been better still 
if it had been ever so much slower.

At the tea in the Parish Hall the chair was occupied by the vice-s 
president, Mr. J. A. Trollope, supported by the Rev. E. C. Bridgwater, 
Hr. C. T. Coles, Mr. Ball (churchwarden) and Mr. Oram. The gather­
ing was a very representative one, though, of course, not nearly so 
•urge as it would h^ve been in peace times. Fifty-two sat down to 
iea, among them being Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Davis, Mrs. Fletcher,'Mr. 
Goodship, Mr Edwin Barnett, Mr. A. Cutler, Mr. George Kilby,

Mr. J. E. L. Cockey, and all the officers of the association except 
the president and Mr. George Fletcher, who sent apologies. Mr. 
Fletcher was engaged on Home Guard duties.

Mr. C. T. Coles mentioned the names of the members who had 
passed away during the yearj and paid a special tribute to the 
memory of Stephen Wood, killed 011 duty in a Bristol air raid. His 
death, he said, was a grievous blow to the whole Exercise.

Mr. Coles stated that no printed report will be issued this year, and 
he read a short report which was circulated among the members by 
means of copies kindly typed and duplicated by Mr. and Mrs. George 
Fletcher.

THE ANNUAL REPORT.
The report was as follows:—
‘ The ban injposed 011 the ringing of church bells by the Minister 

of Home Security lias caused the cessation of ringing since June. 
Despite many appeals, the Minister lias so far refused to modify or 
withdraw the order, and consequently our bells remain silent. We 
all look forward to the day when we shall ring the bells for the 
victory that will surely be ours.

‘ The annual general meeting was held at St. Mary’s, Acton, 011 
April 27th. The sermon was preached by the Rector (the Rev. P. 
Gough).

‘ At the business meeting the committee were, given powers to 
decide in what form to issue the annual report, because of high cost s 
of printing and paper shortage. As the position is now worse in botli 
respects it is considered advisable to issue only a very abridged report 
until such time as our activities are normal. Care will be taken to 
collect all records, which will be printed in the first post-war report.

‘ It was also decided tliat the application of Rule 3 should not be 
insisted upon in the cases, of members serving in His Majesty’s Forces. 
Further, aify ringer serving in the Forces and coming into London 
for training purposes could become a member for the period of the 
wrar on payment of one year’s subscription.

‘ District meetings were-held* at Upper Clapton, St. Giles-in-thc- 
Fields, Stepney and St. George-in-tlie-East. Also at Heston, Brenl- 
ford and. Ruislip. The attendances were generally were \ery good. 
The association visited Stepney for tho first time and received a 
cordial welcome.

‘ Twenty-two peals wrere rung, vwitli one exception all being 011 
handbells. The only tower-bell peal was rung at Willesden. There 
were 24 ringers and six conductors in these peals. Most of the hand­
bell peals were rung by members of the Bushey band and friends.

‘ - A few quarter-peafe have been reported. These include three at 
Kilburn, ana one each at Clerkenwell and. Twickenham.

‘ New members during the year were, of course, much below’ the 
average number. However, one honorary and 13 ringing members 
were elected.

‘ We deeply regret the loss by death of several members, many of 
long standing and good worth. Tlieir names are H. Barton, C. H. 
Howard, W. A. Cave, W. D. Smith, G. B. Lucas, G. Dent, J. Holman, 
A. Bowell and S. H. Wood. The last named was killed during an 
air raid, on Bristol in November, whilst on civil defence duties. Our 
sincere sympathy goes out to the bereaved relatives. I11 a later 
report wTe hope to make further reference to these deceased members.

‘ We are sorry to lose the services of the Rev. A. S. Roberts, who 
came into the county a few years ago, when he took Up a eurocr­
at Edmonton. Mr. Roberts has now charge of a parish at Carbis 
Bay, Cornwall. *

‘ One of our vice-presidents, too, *lias left the diocese. The Bishop 
of Willesden, who 011 more than one occasion lias preached to us at 
our annual meetings, has been appointed Bishop of Leicester. 

DAMAGED CHURCHES.
‘ A list of churches in the diocese which have been damaged in 

air ’ raids, and which contain peals of bells, is being prepared, with 
special reference to those affiliated to this association. This record 
will be printed in a future report. Will tower secretaries and others 
interested please keep a record of damage done, and later report it 
to the hon. secretary? Meanwhile, we desire to express our deepest 
sorrow at the loss of so many churches and peals of bells.

‘ We also regret the loss of many valuable ringing records and 
treasures when the headquarters of the A.S.C.Y. was destroyed on 
December 29th, and accord to the members of that society our deepest 
sympathy.

‘ The*bcoks belonging to this association, which have hitherto been 
kept 111 the belfry at St. Giles-in-the-Fiel.ds, have, together with a 
complete duplicate set of reports, been removed for greater safety 
to North Minims, to the home of Mr. T. J. Lock. . .

‘ It is hoped that the list of members serving in His Majesty’s 
Forces will be kept up to date, for publication in a future report. 
All information should be sent to the hon. secretary.

‘ In conclusion, we trust Jiliat all members will keep 111 touch with 
their belfries and with the association. To assist this a few meetings 
will be held during the summer and autumn months. We must keep 
ourselves ready for the day when peace comes, when we may carry 
on our work with renewed vigour.*

The statement of accounts was presented by the treasurer, Mr. 
W. H. Oram, and passed.

The officers were re-elected en bloc, namely: President, the Rev. 
W. P. Cole Sheane: vice-presidents (active), G. W. Fletcher and J. A. 
Trollope: Master. H. Kilby: hon. treasurer, W. H. Oram: hon. secre- 

(Continued on next page.)
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B A C K W A R D  H U N T IN G .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—A friend tells me I ought to say something in reply to 
Mr. Drake. Many readers, lie says, ai^take an interest in composition 
and method construction, and we should give them all the explanations 
we can.

I am not quite sure about the matter. L think when we try to do 
t«>o much in the way of explanation we only muddle people and make 
them believe things are difficult when really they are ^ery simple. 
After all' readers have got brains and can think for themselves, and 
£ome can even .see a church by daylight. Still, I ’ll do what I cd-n.

Suppose your clock ran down at (snail we say?) five minutes past 
two, and you set it going again at twenty to seven. You would have, 
to alter the hands, and to do that you would move the minute hand 
from left to right, first to a quarter past the hour, then half past, 
and so 011 till you had moved it right round the dial ]^ack to the 
place you started from, and round and round as long as you wished. 
If I asked which way you moved the hand y o u  would say, ‘ Forward,’ 
and if I asked, ‘ Why forward?’ you would say, ‘ Because it is the 
way the hands usually move.’

But you could h&ve moved the liand in the opposite direction from 
right to left, and instead of putting it fcorn five minutes past to a 
quarter past, you could have put it back to the hour, then to a 
quarter to, and so right round the dial till you came back to where 
you started from, and you could go 011 moving it round and round 
as long as you liked. If I asked you wJiich way you moved it this 
time, and you had enough patience left to go .on answering silly 
questions, you would say, Backwards,’ and backwards because it was 
in the opposite direction to that in which the hands normally move.

Movement in change ringing is exactly similar to the movement of 
the hand of the clock. If you are rin£iii£, say, the fourth to eight 
bells, and you were told to start plain hunting and keep on, you 
would first go into third’s, then second’s, then to the lead. Alter 
that you would g*o up behind and then down again till you reached 
the plaice you started from, and you would go 011, round cind round, 
until you were told to stop. That wrould be forward hunting

But you could have gone in the opposite direction. Instead of 
moving from fourth’s to third’s, you could have gone *to fifth’s, then 
up behind, theu down to lead and so round and round until you were 
told to stop. That would be backward hunting, and ‘ backward’ 
only because it is the opposite to the normal direction.

All the ringing we do is made up of these two kinds of movement. 
When you ring the treble*to Bob Major ell your movement is con­
tinuous forward plain hunting. When you ring the second or the third 
it is nearly all forward plain hunting, but every now and then you 
take one step backwards. We call that dodging.

In any Major method, produced by backstroke work only, we never 
get more than single steps of backward movement among the forward 
movement, but in the more complex methods, which have handstroke 
places, there are usually fairly long stretches of backward hunting. 
There is never any continuous unbroken backward hunting like the 
forward hunting of Bob Major, but in London Surprise a bell for 
the greater part of its work is hunting backwards with such varia­
tions aa are needed to allow it to avoid falling foul of the Treble 
Bob path of the treble. Study the method and see for yourself.

Shipway produced a method which he called Imperial Place Major, 
and the Cumberlands rang a peal of it. It consists entirely of plain 
forward hunting by the treble and plain backward hunting by the 
other bells. The way the two movements are reconciled is by place 
making alongside .the treble’s path, and there* is not a single dodge 
in it.

The difference between forward and backward hunting is a real 
one, and every practical ringer, who has had experience of any of 
the more complex methods, knows it. The whole thing is extremely 
simple and elementary, and I feel rather ashamed of mypelf for taking 
up so much of your space writing about it. J. A. TROLLOPE.

M I D D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C I A T I O N .
(Continued from previous page.) 

tarv, C. T. Coles; assistant hon. secretary, E. C. S. Turner; auditor,
G. W. Fletcher; trustees, W. H. Oram, C. T. Coles and E. C. S. 
Turner.

Mr. Coles referred to the illness of the Editor of * The Ringing 
World * and expressed the sympathy of the association with him as 
well as congratulations on the way the paper had carried on.

In putting Mr. Coles’ motion to the meeting, the Chairman t*iid 
that during his connection with the paper he had been much im­
pressed by the many tokens of regard towards the Editor, which had 
'X>me from ringers in all parts of the country. He pointed out that 
the production of a ringing paper during war time was attended by 
many difficulties and hoped readers would not be too censorious.

A resolution was passed of goodwill towards members serving in 
His Majesty’s Forces, and the tlianks of the meeting were given to 
Mr. Bridgwater, Mr. I>all, the local company, and Mrs. Collier and 
her lady helpers. Mr. Collier suitably replied.

During the afternoon and evening there was handbell ringing, most 
of it of a high order. A fairly long touch (about 400) o f Spliced 
Surprise Major by E. C. S. Turner 1-2, C. W. Woolley 3-4, H. G. 
Cashmore 5-6) and C. C. Mayne 7-8, was noticeable, and ’feo was a 
oouree of London Major, in which Mrs. Fletcher took part.

S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

The annual general meeting o  ̂ the Sussex County Association was 
held in the belfry of St. Peter’s, Brighton, 011 Saturday, May 3rd. 
Forty-three members were present from Southover, Wadhttrst, Hast­
ings, yVarnliam, Rotlierfield, Balcombe, Eastbourne (St. Mary’s), 
Storrington, Pulborougli, Arundel, Burgess Hill and the Brighton 
towers

New members were elected from Southover, Lewes, being the Misses 
M. Carpenter, M. Monk and M. Uridge.

The Master’s report and the balance sheet were circulated and 
accepted. It was noted that although the sums received from affilia­
tion fees were reduced by some £20, expenses had also fallen, and 
the balance, therefore, was not greatly, depleted. It is hoped that 
with due economy the present position will not greatly depreciate.

The divisional officers were re-elected except in the case of the 
Western and Eastern Divisions, where the secretaries arc absent on 
national service. Mr. E. Treagus consented to act as secretary during 
Mr. F. Meeten’s absence in the Western Division, and Mr. J. Doweling 
consented 1o act as substitute for Mr. C. Levett in the remaining 
vacancy. Committee members were also re-elected, with the exception 
of Mr. W. Planks, of Battle, who had passed away a few weeks pre­
viously. The. Master gave a short appreciation of Mr. Franks’ ser­
vices, and the members stood in silence as a mark of respect.

The president and vice-presidents were re-elected, as were the 
general officers: Master, Mr. H. R. Butcher; hon. treasurer, Mr. 
A. D. Stone; hon. general secretary, Mr. S. E. Armstrong; lion, peal 
secretary, Mr. F. I. Hairs.

The peal secretary read his report and stated that only one peal 
had been rung during the year, Minor in four methods at We>t- 
Grinstcad, conducted by Mr. A. J. Steele,' who thus rank's as the 
champion conductor for the year. The peal secretary made a plea 
for the further use of handbells as a substitute for the tower bells, 
now unfortunately silent. A discussion ensued, and it was agreed 
that meetings for h&ndbell ringing should be arranged during the 
summer months, the peal secretary kindly offering accommodation for 
one meeting. The opinion of tlie members was asked as to the 
suitability of holding meetings on Sundays, using the handbells as a 
part of the ordinary evensong at the diurcli selected. Many members 
are not now available for meetings on Saturdays, and it was decided 
to arrange at least one such meeting if the incumbent were agreeable'.

A discussion also took place regarding the safe disposal of the 
association records, end it was decided t-nat a copy should be made 
of the peal reports, and this end other documents should be placed 
in the strong room of St. Peter’s. The question of payment of rail 
fares to divisional meetings was also considered, the committee having 
recommended their suspension for the ensuing year. The main part 
of the association balance is invested n Government bonds and at the 
present not easily or advisably realisable, the cash balance being 
relatively small, and after expressions of opinion on both sides of the 
subject, it was decided to let the committee recommendation stand 
for the year and be reconsidered next year.

Mr. Rapley proposed that the general secretary be instructed to 
write io Mr. ^Goldsmith expressing the association’s best wishes for his 
complete recovery from his illness. This was carried with enthusiasm.

During *the course of the afternoon the tower was visited by the 
Vicar of Brighton, the Rev. Canon G. H. Warde, who remarked on 
the depression ringers must feel at the sudden ending1 of their 
activities 011 the tower bells, an event unprecedented in history, and 
the more deplorable now that the conflict was so evidently one between 
the forces of materialism and Christ’s teaching. In such circum­
stances anything which tends to lessen the call of the Church is to 
be regretted, end the sound of the bells was one of those things 
which had in times past been greatly associated with the cell to 
religion. We must, however, piece national requirements in the fore­
front of our efforts, for only by such a wholehearted devotion can a 
speedy victory and a just peace be attained. It is up to the ringers 
to prepare for that time, and if thet suspension of tower-bell ringing 
is a means to the desired end, it must be accepted in a willing spirit.

During the afternoon the handbells were rung to methods which 
included Grandsire Doubles, Stedman Triples, Bob Major and Double 
Norwich.

A N  O L D  R E C O R D  F R O M  W A K E F I E L D
4 May 12th, 1788. On Monday last was Rung at Wakefield by the 

Ringers of that place a New Composition Peal of Tripple Bob Tnpple 
called Wakefield Delight Consisting of 5040 in 8 courses compleat 
The same set of Ringers without changing a man or setting a. bell, 
began another Peal of Oxford Single Tripples ill Twelve Courses con­
sisting of 5,040 called Wakefield Surprise. Roath these peals consisted 
10,080 changes were performed including the Raising and Settleing 
the bells in Seven HoUrs and One Minute, and were rang with a 
exactness and nice distinction, an instance never before Done in Ye 
Kingdome What adds to the singularity of this performance is— 
There were Two Fathers, Five Sons, Five Brothers, Four Cousins. 
One Uncle, One Nephew, yet only eight Persons and only two names.’

Perhaps some of our readers would like to work out the relationship.
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T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
'E A L IN G  SU R PR ISE .

W e  gave Cornwall as probably the best o f all the easy 
Surprise Methods. W e  inow come to  another very 
similar method, which, though not quite so good  when 
everything is taken into consideration, is fully worthy of 
taking its place as a standard method.

Ealing S. x Leatherhead S.
1 2  3 4 5 6 7 8 1 2  3 4 5 6 7 8 .
2 1 4  3 6 5 8 7 2 1 4 3 6.5 8 7
1 2 3 4 6 8 5 7 1 2 3 4 6 8 5 7

. 2 14  3' 8 f> 7 5 ‘ 2 1' 1 3 8 6 7 5

2 4 1 3 6 8 5 7 2 4 1*! 6 8 5 7
4 2 3  1 8 6 7  5 s 4 2 3 1 8  6 7 5
2 4 1 3 8 6 5 7 2 4 1 3 8 6 5 7

. 4 2 3.1 6 8 7 5
V

4 2 3 1 6  8 7 5

2 4 3 6 1 8 5 7 2 4 3 6 1 8 5 7
4 2 6 3 8 1 7 5 2 3 4 6 8 IN 7 5
4 6 2 3 1 8 5 7 3 2 6 4 1 8  5 7
6 4 3 2 8 1 7  5 3 6 2 4 8 1 7 5

4 6 2 3 8 7 1 5 6  3 4 2 8 7 1 5
6 4 3 2 7 8 5 1 6 4 3 2 7 8 5 1
6 3 4 2 8 7 1- 5 4 6 2 3 8 7 1 5
3 6 2 4 7 8 5 1 12  6 3 7 8 5 1

6 :! 4 2 7 5 8 1 2 4 3 6 7 5 8 1 *
3 6  2 4 5 7 1 8 2 3 4 6 5 7 1 8.
3 2 6 4 7 5 8 1 3 2 6 4.7 5 8 1
2 3  4 6 5 7 1 8 3 6  2 4 5 7 1 8

3 2 G 4 5 1 7 8 6 3 4 2 5 1 7  8
2 3 4 6 1 5  8 7 6 4 3 2 1 5  8 7
2 4 3 6 5 1 7 8 4 6 2 3 5 1 7 8
4 2 6 3 1 5 8 7 4 2 6 3 1 5 8 7

2 4 6 1 3  5 7 8 , 2 4 6 1 3 5 7 8
4 2 1 6  5 3 8 7 4-? I 6 5 3 8 7
2 4 6 1 5  3 7 8 2 4 6 1 5-3 7 8
4 2 1 6 3 5 8 7 • > \ 4 2,1 6 3 5 8  7

4 1 2  6 5 3 7 8 4 1 2 6 5 3 7 8
1 4  6 2 3 5 8 7 „ 1 4 6 2 3 5 8 7
4 1 2  6 3 8 5 7 4 1 2 6 3 8  5 7
I 4 6 2.8 3 7 5 1 4 6 2 8 3 7 5

1 4 2 6 3 8 3 7 1 12  6 3 8 5 7
n construction Ealing is s very simple variation of

Cornwall. If we turn to the figures o f the latter (they 
are given in our issue o f April 18th) we shall see that 
the middle change of tlie first section
is ................................................................  21436587

12346578
. and

at the second cross section ....................  42316587
24361857

In both o f these changes 5, 7, 8 are in the three hind­
most positions. In the former the 5th makes sixth’s 
p lace; in the latter the 7th makes eighth’s place.

N ow  it is obvious that this place-making can be trans-. 
posed, so that the 7th makes eighth’ s in the former 
change and the 8th makes sixth’s in the latter. The 
result will be the same. This variation, with the Cor­

responding one in the second half o f the lead, arid 
seconds at the lead end are all that are needed to pro­
duce Ealing from Cornwall. ■

But, though the difference is so small, there is enough 
distinction to make the two separate methods in actual 
practice. Cornwall has a clear proof scale and sixty full 
natural courses available for composition. -In it the 
O xford places in the first two sections are made by 
bells widely separated in coursing order. In Ealing 
there are no Oxford places in the first section, and those 
in the second ’section are made by a pair o f coursing 
bells. That means that we have the false course end 
B 24365, and only thirty t/ill natural courses available 
for composition. O f these thirty, however, twenty-seven 
have either the 4th, 5th or 6th in sixth place at the course 
end, and so plenty o f musical peals can be had.

Cornwall has 3-pull and single d od g in g ; Ealing has
4-pull and single dodging, and this is not an improve­
ment. Ealing, in fact, is one o f those methods which 
faise the question o f the desirability o f 4-pull dodging'. 
In theory it ought to be too. lon g ; yet Ealing is not pnly 
interesting to ring,' but is very musical. The method 
was one o f those included by the talented Biishey band 
in their spliced handbell performances, and when they 
gave a touch ' at the College Y ouths’ dinner Ealing 
sounded by far the best o f all the methods they rang, 
better than Rutland, better even than Bristol, and much 
better than Cambridge or London. That, o f course, is 
not a conclusive test, for onlv a couple o f leads were 
rung. 1

Below the treble Ealing is the same as Cornwall and 
shares its excellences. ,

If we turn Cornwall into a second’s place method we 
get excessive dodging behind; with Ealing the second’s 
place g iv es 'a  method which not only meets the require­
ments o f those people who prefer second’s place to 
eighth’s, but 'one which is very useful for splicing. So 
far only two peals have been rung o f it, but it has been 
included in several spliced peals.

At the lead end it has 3-pull dodgirtg in 3-4. W e  are 
not quite sure whether that is a very desirable feature, 
but it is not very objectionable, and it is inevitable in 
any second’ s place Treble Bob method with a clear proof 
scale in the first section.

The eighth’s place variation o f Ealing is for all ordi­
nary purposes quite as good  a method. In th^ new Sur-. 
prise book it has been given the name o f Horsham, the 
title under which Ealing, itself was known to some people 
before it was rung to a peal.

W e  pointed out that a variation o f Cornwall can be 
bad by substituting two backward plain hunting courses 
for the one Treble Bob hunting course op the four bells 
belqw the treble. A similar variation o f Ealing gives 
Leatherhead, wfiich, though inferior, and rather more 
difficult, has many good  points.

MR. FREDERICK G. W O O D ISS.
We regret to announce that Mr. Frederick G. Woodiss died sud­

denly at Banstead on Sunday last. Mr. Woodiss was one of the 
best known among Surrey ringers, and-we hope to give more details 
of his ringing career in our next issue.

THE MUSIC OF STEDMAN CATERS.—Of all methods on nine or 
more bells, Stedman Caters, when properly treated, lends itself to 
prpduce the best variety of musical combinations. As commonly rung 
with the treble a fixed bell, it is small wonder that critics decry the 
music as inferior to that of Grandsire.—Sir Arthur Heywood.
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O XF O R D  U NIVERSITY SOCIETY.
ANNUAL. MEETING.

The' sixty-ninth annual general meeting1 of the Oxford University 
Society was held in New College on Wednesday, April 30th. The 
attendance was fair, and in tlie absence of the president the Master 
took the-chair.

The treasurer’s report was adopted, and the Master gave an account 
of successful activities during the Hilary term. Though the silent- 
bell practices in New College tower had not evoked a lot of enthusiasm, 
handbell ringing (double-handed, of course) had been popular. There 
were six competent ringers in the society, and every member could 
ring at least 1-2 or 7-8 in a course of Grandsire Triples. Two quarter- 
peals had been rung during the term.

Officers were elected for the next year as follow^: Master, J. E. 
Spice (New College), second term o f office; secretary, W. L. B. Leese 
(St. John's), second term of office; treasurer, Miss E. Macnair 
(Somerville).

Meetings for the term were arranged for Thursday evenings on 
silent tower bells, and on Saturdays from 5 to 7 p.m. and on Sundays 
from 10 to 11 a.m. for handbells. It was decided to have a society 
photograph taken during the term.

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to Mr. Spice for the 
kindness he had shown as Master, for the loan of his premises for 
handbell practices, and for the food he had given the society on many 
occasions.

TH E FIRST PEAL IN SOUTH  AFRICA.
A LETTER FROM MR. JAMES PRIEST.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Referring to the letter by Mr. E. Barnett in * The 

Ringing World ’ of January 3rd, may I say that it was Mr. Gardom 
who gave me my first lesson in change ringing. Later I got to know 
other ringers, Mr. Barnett and Mr. Green being my closest friends. 
When Mr. Barnett went to Monmouth he invited me to come, as he 
was instructing a band, and about twelve months afterwards we were 
able to ring the Monmouth peal.

I left England on May 24tli, 1890. JVft\ Green had left twelve 
months earlier, and we were at Woodstock when the bells arrived, 
so got together a band and struggled along until we succeeded in 
ringing the Woodstock peal. Mr. Alfred Pye paid us a visit and 
did a bit of ringing. Mr. Green retired some years ago after taking 
the trip to England, and is now settled here in Cape Town.

J. F. PRIEST.
Lunsdown, Cape Flats, South Africa.

JA C K D A W S  VERSUS SUM M ER TIM E.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—One day* last week our parish church clock was found 
to have lost six minutes. The steeplekeeper climbed the steps to 
ascertain the trouble, but apparently the clock was going perfectly 
and is always recognised as a perfect timekeeper. However, the fol­
lowing morning the clock was found to liave lost 20 minutes in the 
night. This seemed to cause quite a dislocation in the village*, life. 
The school girls missed their bus, and so had a day’s holiday. The 
farmer in his usual way consulted the trustworthy timepiece and 
patted himself on the back that he had 20 minutes in hand. The 
farm worker, however, discovered the fault and uttered most dis­
paraging remarks. The steeplekeeper again went to the tower to 
make investigations and found it was the work of the jackdaws. On 
closer investigations to the dial case it was found that a long briar 
was encoiled round the small hand and had caused the retardment of 
the clock, also large quantities of sticks lay on the roof below. 
Evidently the jackdaws don’t hold with this" extra hour of summer 
time.

With best wishes to the Editor for a speedy recovery and good 
wishes to all ringing friends. May the day not be long before normal 
times are here and we are in the ‘ plain course * again.

C. T. H. BRADLEY.
Folkingliam, Lincs.

THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.—Through the tact and energy of Sir 
A. P. Hevwood, Bart-, the Central Council of Church Bellringers was 
founded in 1890, some members of existing societies thinking it un­
necessary, and asserting that they could manage their own affairs 
without any such extraneous help.—F. E. Robinson.

" ' • ------  ' ~  ~

JuoVs ‘ COLLEGE YO U TH S’
A  History of the Sdfciety.

5/6 (post free) from
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YOR KSH IRE ASSOCIATION .
MEETING AT HOWDEN.

The annual meeting of the Eastern District of the Yorkshire Asso­
ciation w'a3 held at Howden on Saturday, May 3rd, and was attended 
by about a dozen ringers from Goole, Hessle, Hull, Kirk Ella, Selby, 
York and the local company.

A short service was held in church, at which the Vicar, the Rev. 
A. Waring, M.A., gave a most interesting address on religion and 

^character, and prior to the service some handbell ringing to6k place 
in the nave.

Tea was served in the Manor House Cafe, a former residence of 
the Bishops of Durham at. a time when Howdeji formed a part of 
that diocese. The tea would have done ample justice to peace time, 
there being a good supply of everything.

The business meeting, over which the Vicar presided, followed, and 
the district secretary (Mr. H. S. Morley) was re-elected for a further 
period of three years on the motion of Mr. S. Steel, seconded by Mr.
F. Cryer. Messrs. F. W. Dale and F. Terry were re-elected on the 
District Committee, the first named on the General Committee, and 
Mr. S. Steel, o f York, was elected to the vacant place on the District 
Committee, all for a period of three years.

Mr. Steel invited the district to hold the next meeting at York in 
July, and this was unanimously accepted.

Mr. Cryer proposed and Mr. Steel seconded a hearty vote of thank* 
to the Vicar, an old friends of the ringers, who gave up the whole 
of his Saturday afternoon and evening in order to be with them. It 
would be a gootl thing if all incumbents made themselves as homely 
and entertaining as does’ Mr. Waring.

In his reply, the Vicar said he was glad to welcome the company 
to Howden and how pleased he always was to be with them.

Mr. R. B. Smith replied on behalf of the local company.
A collection for the association’s bell repairs fund realised 7s. 6d.
Further handbell ringing concluded a most enjoyable if small meet­

ing on a lovely spring-like day.
Apologies for absence were received from Mr. and Mrs. Bradley, 

of Sher>burn-in-Elmet, and from Mr. J. W. Thompson, of Howden.

EDW IN BARN E TT AND JAM ES \tf. W A SH B R O O K .
*  To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. Emery’s letter on the peal at Chislehurst is 
interesting.

At the time when fathe^ and I were discussing Thurstans’ Reversed, 
he told me that he asked Mr. Washbrook what peal it was, saying, 
‘ You had the bells out of course the very first six.’ This must have 
been the following day at Erith, as had he been outside all the time 
at Chislehurst he would undoubtedly have taken the whole peal off, 
thereby setting our minds at rest \is to what actually was called.

I do not think fhere can be any doubt that the composition was 
the Four-Part, and not the One-Part as Mr. Emery suggests, for. 
having started with a single at 2, the second single would come at 
14 in that course, and father would have detected it immediately the 
bells came in course again if it had been the latter.

Father also told me t his was the only occasion he found anyone able 
to ring four in hand with him. They rang a touch each of Grandsire 
and Stedman Triples, a course of Ik>b Major and half a course of 
Treble Bob, when Mr. Washbrook, who was ringing 5-6-7-8, had to 
give up, having rubbed the skin off his fingers.

Thirty years ago I paid a flying visit to Ireland, and while there I 
called on Mr. Washbrook at Arklow. He recalled this and said, 
* Had it been possible for your father and me to get a little practice 
together, we should have rung some peals.’ I firmly believe t hey 
would. E. BARNETT.
, 10, Kings Close, Crayford.

S I L E N T  A P P A R A T U S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I am sure that many ringers have been most interested 
in the letters about silent apparatus which liave appeared in your 
pages, and I hope some good will come of them. It is good to know 
that these clever people are making experiments, and though it i* 
too early to talk about it now, perhaps when the war is over steps 
will be taken to see which is the best, and the Central Council might 
prepare and publish full directions, with illustrations and diagrams, 
so that bands could take advantage of it wiiere practice is objected 
to or restricted. HAROLD SMITH.v

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM
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D O N CA STER  AN D D ISTR IC T S O C IE T Y .— TheN O T IC E S .
TH E CH ARGE FO R N O TICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8  words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of i/6.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g ,  S u r r e y .

N O TICES must be received N O T LATER  TH AN  
M ONDAY.

‘ The R inging W orld  ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

G U ILD FO R D  D IO CESAN  G U ILD .— The annual 
general meeting will be held at Guildford on Saturday, 
May 17th. Service at S. N icolas’ Church at 4.30 p.m . 
Tea and business meeting at A yers’ Hall (next to the
church) at 5 p .m .— G. L. Grover, Hon. Sec., East Clan- 
don, near Guildford.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A N D  D IST R IC T S  A SSO ­
C IA T IO N .— The annual meeting will be held at W o r ­
cester on Saturday, May 17th. Business meeting in the 
Cathedral Chapter House at 3 p.m. prompt. Service in 
the Cathedral at 4.15 p.m. St. A lban’s Room , Fish 
Street, will probably be available from 2.15 p.m. and 
again in the evening for payment of subscriptions!, dis­
tribution o f reports and handbell ringing. Ow ing to 
catering difficulties, it has not been found possible— up 
to the moment— to at range for tea. W ill members 

.please provide for themselves? —  J. D. Johnson, Gen. 
Sec., Cheltenham Road, Sedgeberrow, Evesham.

A N C IE N T  SO C IE T Y  O F  C OLLEGE Y O U T H S . —
I he next meeting will be held on Saturday, May 24th. 
Members will meet at the T w o Brewers, Shoe Lane, 
E.C.4, at 2.30. Business meeting and handbells at 15, 
Farringdon Avenue, vat 3 p .m .— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., 
Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

E SSE X  A SSO C IA T IO N .—-A district meeting will be 
held at Brentwood on Saturday, May 24th. Service at
1.30 p.m. Tower bells (silent) and handbells available. 
— J. H. Crampion, H o t . Sec., 14, W ellesley Road,. 
W anstead, E . l l .

LIN COLN  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— Northern Branch.
.—  The annual general meeting will be held at Gains­
borough on Saturday, May 24th. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Meeting in R inging Chamber 6.15 p.m. Six * silent’ ’ 
bells available afternoon and evening. Please make own 
arrangements for tea.— J. Bray, Hon. Sec., Trentwood, 
Burton-on-Stather, Scunthorpe.

LA N C A SH IR E  A SS O C IA T IO N — Liverpool Branch. 
— A meeting will be held at St. Nicholas’ Church tower 
on Saturday, May 24th. Tow er open 3 p.m. for tower and 
handball ringing. Service (if  possible) 5 p.m . A tea will 
arranged if possible. A  good muster is hoped for, as the 
President, the Rev. Arthur Scott, intends to be present.
1 ntending visitors please notify.— G. R . Newton, Branch 
Sec., 5 7 , Ampthill Road, Liverpool, 17 .

M ID LA N D  C O U N T IE S A SSO C IA T IO N . —  Lough- 
borough and Burton Districts.— A joint meeting will be 
held at the 'Parish Church, A shby-de-la-Zouch , on 
Saturday, May 24th. Handbells available at 2.30 p.m . 
Tea at 5 p.m . It will greatly assist the caterers if those 
intending to be present will forward their names to J. W . 
Cotton, Overseal, by  W ednesday, M ay 2 1st. Subscrip­
tions are now due and reports ready. A  good  attendance 
is necessary.— A . E . Rowley and J. W . Cotton, H on. Secs.

next meeting will be held at Campsall on Satuiday, May 
24th. Handbells available. Owing to catering difficulties 
those attending will have to make their own arrangements 
for tea. Ringing from 3 p .m :— Ernest ( ooper, H on. bee.

H E R T S A SSO C IA T IO N .— Bushey.— Meeting, Satur­
day, May 31st, at the Studios, Falconer Road. Com fort­
able, pleasant room. Tea can be arranged. Handbell 
practice and social chinwag. All interested in ringing 
are welcome. —  C. H . Horton, 53, Aldenham Road, 
Bushev-

LA N C A SH IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N . —  Manchester and 
Bolton Branches.— A silent practice and joint meeting will 
be held at St. M ark’s, W orsley, on Saturday, May 31st. 
Bells 3 to 7 p.m. Reports ready. Teas Can be obtained 
for ringers who forward their names by Tuesday, May 
27th. All ten bells will be available.— Joseph H. Rid- 
yard and Peter Crook. Branch Secs.

£ S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— The annual meeting will be 
held at Chelmsford on Saturday, May 31st. Service in the 
Cathedral at 4 p .m ., followed by the meeting in the 
Chapter H ouse. Tea afterwards at Cannon’s Restaurant, 
Duke Street. Those requiring tea are particularly re­
quested to notify the general secretary not later than 
W ednesday, May 28th. Tow er bells (8, silent) and hand­
bells during afternoon and evening.— L . J. Clark, Gen. 
Sec., 36, Lynm outh Avenue, Chelmsford.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C ESAN  -G U IL D . —  The 
annual meeting will be held ( d .v . )  on W hit Monday, 
June 2nd, at Kingsthorpe, when the V icarage grounds 
will be open. Central Committee meet at the Vicarage
2.45. S e r v ic e '3.30, with address by the V icar. Tea
4.30, followed by meeting and election o f officers. Tea, 
free to all resident members who are clear on the books 
and who apply to the general secretary for tickets on 
or before May 24th. Non-resident members and non­
members Is. 6d. <each, lo be sent with application for 
tickets. N o application for tickets will be entertained 
after May 24th. This will be strictly adhered to. Bring 
sugar if required. Bells (6) (silenced) and handbells 
before and after the meeting.— R obt. G. Black, Gen. 
Sec., Stamford Road, Geddington, Kettering.

M R . A . J. H A R R IS  wishes to thank the many friends 
who have written to congratulate him on the honour 
recently conferred on him by H .M . the King. H e will 
take an early opportunity of replying personally by letter. 
H is address is 86 , Stoughton Street, Leicester.

‘ T H E  C H U R C H  B ELLS O F  B E R K S H IR E .’ Part 
III .— Reprinted from  the ‘ Journal o f the Berkshire 
Archaeological S oc ie ty / by permission o f the society. T o  
be obtained from  the author, Mr. Frederick Sharpe, Der- 
wen, Laiinton, Bicester, O xon, price Is . post free.

TUNSTALL, KENT.—On Thursday, April 24th, at 35, Woodstock 
Road, a quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples: G. H. Spice 1-2, Betty 
Spice 3-4, J. B. Spice (conductor) 5-6, M is. G. H. Spice (first quarter- 
peal ‘ in hand ’ ) 7-8. Is this the first quarter-peal ‘ in hand ’ by 
father, mother, son and daughter?

BUY AN EXTRA COPY
OF

‘ THE RINGING WORLD’ 
and send it  to a Serving Mem ber t f  your Tower
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  F R E E  

f r o m  th e  
R e v. E . 8 . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

i. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—8ection I. (Odd-BeU Treble

Dominated Methods) .............................................................. 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) ........................................ ......... . ..........  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collection*
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS .................  ..........  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B............................. 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ..........  ............................................................................  1 i
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ..........  3

Cambridge Surprise Major .................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Co^rt 3
Bristol Surprise Major ..........  ,...i ... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ........................................ 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ........................................ ...............................................  2 D

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

• HOP E-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; ISO pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
1 STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope. 

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 6 to 11 bells, with touohes and peals, and proof and composition.

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
‘ SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. • A book by the late Rey. 0. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
<fiag*ams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from 
M i a s  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N  
W o o d la n d s . N e w b y  B r id g e ) U lv e r s to n . L a n c e

P U B L IC A T IO N S .
“ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TR IP LES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd.‘ each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey. 1 

‘ BOB M INOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address sis above*

‘ CAM BRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7^d. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey. ' .

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /- ) .
O btainable on ly  p ost free  fro m  Rev. E. 8 . POWELL, 

S tav erto n  Vioaratfe, near D aventry.

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HAN0LIN6 ANO NON STRETCHINC

Eat. 1 8 2 0  --  ... — L— Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd . 
LOUGHBOROUGH

O roer y o u r Bell Ropea n ow , b e fo re  p rices in crease , 
p r e -w a r  q u ality , and send ua y o u r  old Bell R opes  

fo r  rep airs w tiilst n o t in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R 8

Suitable for Presentation or 
W edding G ift

Correctly Modelled BELL IXKSTAKD g a t ,  in Solid Silver

Diameter Sim 3|in. Hia. .ijin, *iu. *lin. 5in. Mi" 
Price 1BI9  28 /S  SB/S 8 3 /S  4 2 / '  S * /8  TB B

The Mn. size is also made to hold 60 dgarettee.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charger-

T .E .  R U S S E L L  and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

John Sm ith  & S on s, M idland C lock W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

Head Office and W o rk s, Queen S t ., Derby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild 
ford, and Published by the Rolls House PubGslnng Co., Ltd., Breajw 

Buildings, London, E.O.4.
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FIRES AND BELL FRAMES.
A letter from one o f our correspondents which appears 

on another page raises a question o f some considerable 
importance. H ow far does an iron frame afford a safe­
guard to the bells against fire? Can that safeguard 
be made more effective ? And would it not be well to 
collect all available information from present disasters 
to be used in the reconstruction o f the future ?

These are questions, essentially, o f course, for ex­
perts, and the obstacles against the collection o f details 
o f the dam age done in air raids are known to all. But 
a general ventilation o f the subject can do nothing but 
good , especially if it leads ringers and steeple keepers to 
take notice o f the conditions in their own towers.

The bitter experience o f London seems to give good 
examples o f the conditions which generally exist, and we 
will make a brief examination and contrast of them, but 
with the proviso that our knowledge is far too imper­
fect for us to do more than treat them as types.

St. Lawrence, Jewry, had a heavy ring o f eight hung 
by modern fittings in an old wooden frame. The square, 
stone tow er was surmounted by a rather elaborate spire 
o f wood. Î n the church below, and almost beneath the 
tower, was a wooden gallery with the organ-. W ithin 
the tower the floors and the joists were o f w ood, and 
there was a considerable amount o f inflammable fittings. 
Under those conditions, when the nave o f the church 
was set alight, the tower acted like a chimney and the 
whole o f its contents from top to bottom became a rag­
ing furnace. Everything except the stonework was 
destroyed, and not even a trace o f the bells could be 
seen am ong the fallen debris. They could not have 
escaped in any circum stances; if the frame had been o f 
iron instead o f wood, and they had not crashed to the 
ground, they must have been melted where they hung.

St. Bride's, Fleet Street, has a stone spire. The bells 
were hung in the original wood frame, and the joists 
and floors were wood. But the base o f the tower was 
clear o f inflammable fittings, and there was nothing to 
spread the fire from the body of the church to the belfry. 
Indeed, the conditions seem to have been as good  as 
could be hoped for except for one thing. The exception 
is that, as is usual in churcheg. which have an interior 
ceiling below the outside roof, there was an opening 
from the space between into the tower. It was through 
this, probably, that the fire spread from the roof o f the 
chdrch to the tower, and it' is likely that, had the open­
ing been closed by some fire-resisting material, the tower 
and bells might have escaped, as the tower and bells of 
St. M ichael’s Coventry, escaped.

(Continued on page 242.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(ESTABLISH ED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most important Clocks 

in the World.
CLOCKS R EPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

‘THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
Bankfield Terrace, Burley, Leeds.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER'S BADGE,
*

Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 
Brooch or Pendant

With name of your Association engraved 
—as Illustration.

get. H ALL MARKED GOLD . .  45/- 
HALL MARKED SILVER ..  7/6 
G ILT OR W HITE M ETAL . .  41-  

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY,
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
•METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1/3 (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing World ’ Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer ,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

Our information on {his point is far too imperfect for 
us to speak definitely about St. Bride’s, but here cer­
tainly is a point that should be taken notice of by all 
who have the charge o f towers and bells. Some 
authorities have thought fit to take the bells down from 
the steeples, and there must be many who would g o  to 
the much less expense o f isolating the tower from the 
roof space if the conditions seem to make it advisable.

The bells of St. Giles’ , Cripplegate, were hung in an 
iron frame, but this w;as rendered nugatory by the stocks 
being o f wood except in the case o f the tenor. The 
space below the tower was clear and was surmounted by 
a stone vaulting. The steeple was crowned by a 
wooden cupola, and- there was a lot o f w'ood inside. The 
chamber immediately below the bells was full o f parts of 
disused partitions, wooden tablets, and other furniture. 
,The bells crashed and were broken, except the tenor, 
which still hung on its iron stock, but was ruined by the 
fire. Here again it is unlikely that all-iron hangings 
would have made much difference.

At St. Andrew ’s, Holborn, the bells were in a modern 
iron frame with iron stocks. The space below  the tower 
was clear, and though the fire reached the belfry and 
burnt all the wooden joists and floors, it probably was 
not so fierce as in St. Lawrence’s and St. Giles’ . Any­
how, the bells still hang, and it is hoped they are unin­
jured. But "that remains to be seen.

Certainly here £  a field for expert investigation, and 
we hope j t  will net be. overlooked by the proper authori­
ties. W hen the war is over, and they have time and 
opportunity, the Towers and Belfrie.s Committee of the 
Central Council might bear it it mind.

HANDBELL PEALS.
BUSHEY, HERTS.

THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION. t 
On Monday, May 12,1941, in Two Hours and Fifteen Minutes,

A t  t b b  R o y a l  M a s o n ic  Ju n io r  S c h o o l ,
A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5024 CHANCES;

Tenor size 14 in D.
E d w in  A. B a r n e t t  .............. j -2 I E r n e s t  C. S. T u r n e r  ... 5-6

•C h r is t o p h e r  W ,  W o o l l b y  3-4 | F r e d e r ic k  W . B r in k l o w  . . .  7-8
C o m p o se d  b y  A r t h o r  K n ig h t f . C o n d u cte d  b y  C . W . W o o l l e y .
* 200th handbell peal.

ALDERSHOT, HAMPSHIRE.
THE GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Thursday, May 15, 1941, in Two Hours And E’ghteen Minutes,
A t  37 , H ig h f ie l d  G a r d e n s ,

A PEAL O F  BOB MAJOR, M M  CHANQE8|
W il l ia m  H, V ig g b r s .............  1-2 I ‘ H ar o ld  C. H o b d e n .............. 5-6
S b r g t . J. F r b b m a n . R .A .M .C . 3-4 | M a u r ic e  H o dg so n  ............ 7-8
Composed b y  G b o r g e  W il l ia m s . Conducted b y  S b r g t . J, F r e em an

* First peal in the method on handbells. • ,

SWINDON, WILTS.
THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Friday, May 16, 1941, in Two Hours and Twenty-Two Minutes,
A t  8 1 , C o u n t y  R o a d ,

A PEAL O F  BOB M IN O R, M M  CHANGES|
Seven extents, each called differently. Tenor size 15 m C.
• Iv o r  C. N. B e l l  .............  1-2 | TW. B e r t r a m  K y n a s t o n  . . .  3-4

t R s v .  M a l c o l m  C. C. M e l v il l e  . . .  3-6 

Conducted b y  R b v . M . C. C. M e l v i l l e .
* First peal of  ̂Minor, t  First peal of Minor ‘ in hand.’ First peal 

of Minor as conductor. Rung after meeting short for Major.
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL. '
THE COLLECTIONS OF PEALS.

The committee appointed in 1892 to deal with .calls 
and peal collections presented their report in the follow­
ing' year. It was debated and, after having' been re­
ferred back for the consideration of one or two minor 
points, was adopted by the Council in 1894, and was 
printed. .

It was intended to be the definitive statement on bobs
and singles, but actually it added little or nothing to the 
Exercise’s store of knowledge, .and is only read to-day 
out of curiosity, if at all. It was rather a good example 
of the art of saying jiothing much in a great number of 
words, and that was mainly because the committee had 
nothing much to say.

So far as ,the great majority of methods are concerned, 
custom and convenience have provided One bob, and all 
along ringers and composers have ’shown no particular 
desire to introduce any other. Some exception to this 
may perhaps be found in eighth’s place Major methods, 
where both fourth’s and sixth’s glace bobs have at times 
been recognised as allowable. It might, therefore, seem 
that there was no reason for raising- the question and 
nothing particular for the committee to report about. 
But it' so happened that at thestime the attention of com­
posers like Davies was largely centred on Grandsire and 
similar Triples methods. Up to but a few years before 
composition in those methods was, apart from the bob- 
and-single peals, represented entirely by Holt’s compos?-* 
tions and their variations.

Holt had given his work to the Exercise, but the 
methods by which he worked remained a secret, and 
until the time of Davies, Hollis and Penning no com­
poser, not even John Reeves, seems to have had any 
idea of how to set to work to produce a peal of Grand­
sire Triples. This state of ignorance was now -being 
ended.

For practical purposes Holt’s'Ten-part was the most 
valuable, besides being an extraordinarily clever produc­
tion. It has two in-course singles, and though special 
calls of the sort have never been altogether liked, they 
were looked upon as necessary and legitimate.'

Davies’ report, therefore, concerned itself largely with 
them and the proper form of those in other Triples 
methods. A good deal 'also was said about the proper 
single to ,be used in Union, all of which is of little in­
terest to-day, for that method, after enjoying two or 
three years’ modified p9pularity, has fallen into disuse.

About this time* Joseph J. Parker produced his 12-part 
peal of Grandsirp which quickly supplanted Holt’s 10-part 
in the belfry, and in effect rendered in-course singles in 
the method unnecessary and obsolete. They must, how­
ever, always be used in the other pure Triples methods. 
Composers did not then'understand the part symmetry 
plays in producing true peals, and the report recom­
mended singles for Double Oxford, Court and similar 
methods which are quite useless for composition..

The primary purpose for which the committee was 
appointed was to make and publish a collection of peals, 
and this represented what was at the time a marked 
phase in the life of the Exercise.

The publication of a collection of peals might seem at 
first sight to be for the benefit of conductors. To some 
extent that was the ostensible reason, but it was not the 
real reason, nor has it been the real reason for the de- '

mands' which have been made from time to time for a 
‘ register ’ of compositions. Il was the composers and 
the would-be composers who wanted the collefction and 

'who hoped to benefit by it.
All along, though in varying degree, men have sought 

to be recognised as composers, and to be able to claim 
peals as- their own. Many of them, probably the large 
majority, knew nothing really about composition, but it 
is a simple thing to put together course ends by means 
of a table of course ends, and not a particularly difficult 
thing (in some methods at any rate) to prove the result. 
So long as there was no means of publishing the figures 
there was not much inducement to be a composer, but 
when ‘ The Bell News ’ appeared and printed peals, com­
posers began to multiply enormously. If the actual 
figures were different from any that had been printed 
before, the peal was supposed to be original and the 
man’s very own.

It was inevitable, however, that more than one man 
should produce the same peal, and that led to innumer­
able disputes as to who really was the owner. The one 
test which was universally accepted by all,, even by the 
leading men like Bulwer and Heywood, was priority of 
publication.

This tyiew was reflected in a report presented in 1897 
by the committee which then consisted of Bulwer, Davies, 
Dr. Carpenter and Henry Dains. ‘ The earliest ascer­
tainable true composition,’ they said, ‘ on any definite 
plan in any method which is not a reproduction or col­
ourable imitation of a previous composition in the same 
composition in another method is entitled to be termed 
the original composition on that plan, and subsequent 
compositions on the same plan which are. not 
demonstrably reversals or transpositions may be con­
sidered distinct compositions and allowed the distinction 
of originality.’

Here is the reason for the collection of peals. If a 
man could get his figures, with his name attached, into 
a Central Council book, then he had made good his 
claim against any who might come later.

All this, of course, induced men to take an interest 
in the theoretic side of ringing, it stimulated thought, 
and in the end did a lot of good. But at the time men 
were far more concerned to prove'-that their particular 
group of figures was independent of anything else, than 
to study the mathematical laws which control the pro­
duction and relationship of true peals. That neces­
sarily had to be left to the few, and only gradually have 
people realised that originality, in the sense that the 
word was used, simply does not exist.

It is necessary to kno\y these facts to understand how 
the Central Council collections of peals were made, and 
why they were failures.

It is not impossible to make "a good collection of the 
peals of any method, nor to publish it in a way which 
wiir be both useful and interesting. Indeed, Jasper 
Snowdon had done it in the case of Treble Bob; and bis 
book may serve as the model for any collection. But 
Snowdon had several advantages which tl\e later men 
lacked. He had an excellent method to deal with, he 
knew his subject thoroughly, he knew how to write a 
book, and he was not himself a composer.

Snowdon’s collection of Treble Bob peals is an ini- 
terfesting 1 book to read -and study. It contains every 
known true peal produced in the method during a cen- 

(Continued on next page.)
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
(Continued from previous page.) 

tury and a half. The peals are arranged systematically, 
with short explanatory notes, and particulars of first 
performances.

The method lends itself to this treatment. There is 
an enormous variety in the form and qualities of the 
peals, and they are easily seen from course ends, which 
even in one part peals seldom number more than fifteen 
or sixteen.

A dozen one part peals of Treble Bob can be put in 
two or three pages of a book and can easily be studied 
by the reader with interest. A dozen peals of Grand- 
sire Triples would take a dozen closely printed pages, 
and would present the reader with nothing but. a mass 
of figures which mean very little to him unless he is 
prepared to do an immense amount of pricking and close 
study. However a collection of peals of Grandsire 
Triples is presented, it can never be so interesting as a 
cpllection of peals of Treble Bob, and it is difficult to 
see how it can be made interesting at all, except to the 
very few -paople who are themselves composers of Grand­
sire Triples. There you have, perhaps, the greatest 
reason why the Central Council collections were a failure.

But that was not the only one. Snowdon had made 
his collection and studied how to present it, before he 
thought of publication. The later men thought of 
publication before they knew anything about what was 
really involved in making and editing a collection. The 
whole thing was carried out as an experiment, without 
much system and the men engaged had very little know­
ledge or experience of what is involved in preparing and 
writing a book. They thought and the Council thought 

*that provided a man knew a lot about the composition of 
a method he was full}' competent to write a book about 
it.

The first publication of peals by the committee was 
at the end of the printed report. It consisted of half a 
dozen peals of each Grandsire and Union Triples, ten 
of Grandsire Caters, one of Grandsire Cinques, and nine 
of Treble Bob Maximus. There seems to have been no 
other reason for this selection than that the committee 
happened to have them in their hands.

Still, the figures were well presented, and some of the 
peals were excellent. Parker’s 12-part of Grandsire 
Triples appears in a text book for the first time, and 
the others in the same method, all by Mr. Bankes James, 
marked a distinct advance in composition. Except for 
the composer, the peals of Union had little value then, 
and have none now. The peals of Caters and Cinques 
were similar to many with which the Exercise had for 
some time been familiar, and the peals of Maximus ap­
parently were included for rio other reason than that 
thev were composed by one of the members of the com­
mittee, who took the opportunity of making good his 
claim to them.

In 1895 an appendix was published. It was a book 
of one hundred pages, and consisted of the figures of 
peals only without any explanatory letterpress. Except 
that the peals in the same method were grouped to­
gether, there was no system in the way they were given, 
there was no guarantee of originality as it was then 
understood, or of truth, and there were many mistakes 
in proof reading. The collection did not pretend to be 
exhausted or representative, nor to contain the most 
suitable compositions for a conductor’s use. Such 
people as.cared to take the trouble sent figures to the 
committee and they were printed. I myself, then a 
youth of eighteen, sent a dozen peals ‘of Bob Major and 
they duly appeared. As compositions they were quite 
goodj but with one exception (a very simple and ordi­
nary four-part) of no use at all for the average con­
ductor. They consisted of in-course one-parts, some 
six-thousands and three or fpur thirteen-thousapds. One 
of the in-course one-parts actually was rung a fortnight 
ago.

The Appendix was ofjittle use for the practical ringer 
and the composers were anything but satisfied with it. 

.Nathan Pitstow, as one of the committee, took charge 
of Plain Bob, Treble'Bob’, Double Norwich, and Sur­
prise, and out o f 185 peals, 95 bore his own name. That 
gave a lot 'of offence, yet Pitstow ought not to have been 
blamed. It Could not be said that his peals were not 
good peals, for they were among the best and most use­
ful included, and it was not suggested that he left out 
other people’s compositions to make room for his own. 
Any one of his critics would have done the same as he 
did. It was really a case of jealousy that one man 
should have figured as a composer more prominently 
than his rivals. It showed the falsity of the ideas which 
lay behind the demand for a collection of peals.

So far the attempt to publish a collection of peals had 
proved a failure. In 1896 the committee was recon­
structed. Pitstow and. Hattersley withdrew, Bulwer 
was brought in to take ^general charge and Dr. Car­
penter and Henry Dains were added.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
EAST BERKS AND SOUTH BUCKS BRANCH.

The annual meeting of the East Berks and South Bucks Branch of 
the Oxford Diocesan Guild was held at. Cookham on April 26th. The 
service in the church was weH attended and the singing rwas good.

At the business meeting Mr. W. H. Fussell presided. All the officers 
were re-elected. The secretary said he liad • nothing to report. The 
Branch Master gave a retrospect and stressed the importance of keep­
ing the bells well oiled and paying attention to ropes and fittings.

Mr. Fussell asked CanOn Coleridge to make a presentation, 011 
behalf of the "branch, to the Rev. and Mrs. C. E. Wigg on the occa­
sion of their marriage. The latter both thanked all for their kindness. 
It was decided 1o make a contribution from branch funds towards a 
wedding present, from the General Guild, for Mr. and Mrs. Wigg.

After an omnibus vote of thanks to the Vicar, organist and Mr. 
Fowler, who arranged everything, handbells were produced and made 
excellent use of, the methods including Grand~ire Doubles to Caters, 
Plain Bob’ Major, Stedman Triples (and a tune), finishing' with a plain 
course of Grandsire Doubles ‘ in octave.’

Cookham has only six bells, and the extent of the ringing was one 
120 of Grandsire Doubles and a plain course of Cambridge Surprise 
Minor, with silent bells.

TOWER CLOCKS
W e ig h t D r iv e n  o r  E le c t r ic ,  b y  th e  
W O R L D S  O L D E S T  M A K E R S  
E S T A B L IS H E D  O V E R  3 0 0  Y E A R S  
Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

J. B. JOYCE & CO. LTD.
WHITCHURCH, SALOP.

We have experts visiting all parts of the British Islea, and shall be pleased 
to carry oat restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tower Clook
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HEXHAM ABBEY BELLS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—It is interesting to note that the peal of Grandsire 
Triples rung at Hexham Abbey 011 September 4th, 184#, and referred 
to by Mr. Routledge in your issue of May 9th, is considered by 
Snowdon in his book, ‘ Grandsire,’ to be one of the earliest, if not 
the earliest, known performance of Thurstans’ Five-Part composition. 
I should be pleased to know if any of your readers have the record 
of an earlier performance. More information about the Abbey’s old 
ring of six bells, tenor 70 cWt., would also be welcome.

Mr. Routledge’s remarks about the noise recall to mind the occasion 
when, almost §0 years after the above-mentioned peal, a second peal of 
Grandsire Triples was rung in the same tower by a oand from the 
Durham and Newcastle Diocesan Association at Easter-time, 1938, as 
follows: M. Anderson 1, K. Cheeseman 2, I. Anderson 3, T. W. Crowe 
4j W  J. Davidson 5, J. Roach 6, K. Arthur 7. A. Deas 8. Conducted 
by K. Arthur, the composition being Moore’s Twelve-Part'.

This time, when the bells were being raised in peal, the noise was 
tantamount to bedlam, but on investigation it was found that the 
bilfry door and a couple of trap doors leading' to the clock weights 
were wide open. . When this trouble had been rectified a start was 
made for our peal, and the tonal beauty of this glorious ring was 
enjoyed to the full without further interference.

Another point. Has any North Country ringer.the complete history 
of the Union Society of Newcastle and Gateshead? There are the 
records of a few peals rung by this society in Newcastle Cathedral, 
All Saints’ , Newcastle, and St. Mary’s, Gateshead* dating from 1790 
to 1850, but otherwise there appears to be little else remaining to 
show of its existence. iv. ARTHUR.

14,.Cranley Drive, Ruislip.

IRON BELL FRAMES.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Many readers wrill be sorry t̂o see in your Belfry Gossip 
that the bells which hung in the oldest iron bell frame in the country 
have been destroyed. We have been led to expect that iron frames 
would be some safeguard.in case of fire, but evidently they are not. 
Would it not be well to collect all the information on the matter for 
future guidance? A. F. S.

THE BELLS* OF BOURDEAUX.—The city of Bourdeaux was de­
prived of its bells for rebellion, and when it was offered to have 
them restored the people refused it afte^. having tasted the ease and 
conveniency of being freed from the constant din and jangling of 
bells.--* The’ Clavis.’

ENDOWMENTS FOR BELL ROPES.
Mr. Edward J. Thomas mentioned in a letter a piece of land at 

Skenfritli, in Monmouthshire, which had been given to provide for 
the repair and upkeep of bell ropes, an<J asked for similar instances.

In olden times such endowments were quite common, but-, with one 
notable exception, 1 we believe they have all lapsed either through 
neglect or fraud. The exception is at St. Martin’s, Birmingham, 
where the endowment is now a very valuable one and provides money 
for many other 'than the original purposes.

In the report of the Commissioners of Inquiry into Charities, issued 
in the year 1843, mention is made of the Skenfrith endowment, which 
is said to consist of a house and £4. It had been alienated and a 
case had been certified to the Attorney General for the purpose pf 
recovering the property.

Other endowments for bell ropes are statad in the report to exist 
at Leighton Buzzard, in Bedfordshire; Hinxton, in Cambridgeshire; 
Blackmore, Foxearth, Lambourne and Great Leighs, in Kssex; 
Eardisley and Thuxton, in Herefordshire;' Abkettleby, Sheepy Magna 
and Witherly, in Leicestershire; Yaxham, in j Norfolk; Bradden, in 
Northamptonshire; Hook Norton, in Oxfordshire; Alveley, in Shrop­
shire; Ashiield Magna and Lavenliam, in Suffolk; Reigate, in Surrey; 
and Anceley and Birmingham, in Warwickshire. ^

It is also stated in.* Church Bells of Nottinghamshire ’ that at l “ t 
Drayton in that county there is a small field up a lane called Long 
Ridding, which bears the name Bell-string Close. The tenant, who is 
usually tiie parish clerk, has it rent free on the condition that he 
provides new bell ropes when necessary.

We should be glad to know from our readers if any of these endow­
ments still exist. ' ---------------

THE LATE GEORGE POPNELL,
HIS LIST OF PEALS.

The late Mr. George Popnell rang in all 256 peals, of which he 
conducted 13. They included the first peals of Yorkshire Surprise 
Major and Royal, Lincolnshire Surprise Major, Forward Major and 
Spliced Oxford and Kent Treble Bob Major in Wales, and the first 
peal of Spliced Yorkshire and Cambridge Surprise Royal in London. 
The following is the complete list:—

Doubles 9, Minor 12. .
Triples : Grandsire 54, Stedman 30, Oxford Bob 4, Erin 1.
Major : Plain Bob 28, Kent Treble Bob 12, Oxford 1, Forward 1, 

Double Norwich 6. Spliced Oxford and Kent 1, Cambridge 15, Super­
lative 8, London 1, Bristol 2, Yorkshire 1, New Cambridge 2, Lin­
colnshire 1 .

Caters : Grandsire 21, Stedman 13.
Royal : Plain Bob 3, Cambridge 5, Yorkshire 1, Spliced Cambridge 

and Yorkshire 1.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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J B e llfo u n d e rs  &  
33 e l l  h a n g e r  s ,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

THE EDITOR.
W e are happy to state that Mr. J. S. Goldsmith’s illness 

has taken a rapid turn for the better and he hopes to be 
home ill a day or two.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
Members of the Society of College Youths should note the change 

in the place of to-morrow’s meeting.
Congratulations to Mr. E. Alexander Young, who reached his 

seventy-third birthday yesterday.
We are now able to state that the church in South London referred 

to in last week’s issue is St. John the Divine, Vassal Road, Kenning ion.
We regret that in announping the death of &iss Edith M. Caton, 

of Mistley, we gave the date as May 25th instead of May 5th.
On May 19th, 1777, ten ‘ select performers,’ members of the Society 

of College Youths, ‘ insatiated with glory,’ rang ‘ a compleat peal of 
11,080 changes * of Oxford Treble Bob Royal at Shoreditch, ‘ which 
will be transmitted to posterity as a masterpiece of the art.’

On the same date in 1827, ‘ a select company of Ringers rang 5,376 
changes of that very ingenious and intricate Composition, Norwich 
Double Court Bob,’ at St. Giles’ , Norwich.

The fiTst peal on the ten bells at St. Michael’s, Coventry, one of 
Tittum Bob Royal, was rung on May 20th, 1780, by the Birmingham 
St. Martin’s Youths and conducted by Phineas Smith.

On May 20th, 1795, the Cumberland Youths rang at Edmonton 
5,120 changes of Cumberland Treble Bob Major. There is some doubt 
as to wliat the method was, but it is almost certain it was an early 
peal of Kent.

On May 20th, 1840, a disastrous fire at̂  York Minster destroyed the 
old ring of te.i bells.

Thirteen thousand and fifty-four changes of Stedman Caters were 
rung at Cheltenham on Whit Monday, May 21st, 1888. C. H. 
Hattersley rang the 6th, C. D. P. Davies the 7th and Canon Coleridge 
the 9th. W. T. Pates conducted.

William Pye rang his 1,000th peal as conductor 011 May 21st, 1921.
Wednesday last was the 18th anniversary of the 12,675 Stedman 

Cinques at Southwark, to which Mr. A. B. Peck rang the tenor. It 
turned out to be 110 peal, but was a failure more praiseworthy than 
most successes.

On May 22nd, 1799, John Noonan sat in the belfry at St. Giles’-in- 
the-Fields and called from manuscript the first peal of Stedman Triples 
rung away from Norwich.

James W. Washbrook rang the 27 cwt. tenor at Kidlinglon and 
called 17,024 changes of Double Norwich 011 May 22nd, 1899. ' Some 
doubts were cast on the truth of the performance.

The first true peal of Treble Ten in Ireland was rung at St. 
Patrick’s, Dublin, on May 24th, 1901.

Fifty years ago to-daTy seven peals were rung. They were Grandsire 
Triples 2, Stcdmjm Triples 2, Caters 1, Canterbury Pleasure Major 1, 
and Double Norwich Court Bob Major 1.

The last was at Caversham, and was the 100th peal by Canon 
Coleridge, who rang the tenor and conducted. He was then curate at 
Caversham and' assisted in making a very fine band in the steeple. 
This was their first peal of Double Norwich (but not his) and they 
went on to Superlative, Cambridge and London. His first hundred 
peals included 13,000 and 15,000 of Stedman Caters, Treble Bob Royal 
and Maximus, and Cambridge and Superlative M;ajor.

The Canterbury Pleasure Major was a 6,000 at Eritli, composed and 
conducted by Edwin Barnett.

SPLICED SURPRISE M AJOR.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I would like to be among the first to congratulate Mr. 
J. W. Parker on his composition of Spliced Surprise Major which 
you published last week. This is the first composition in which all 
the bells ring the whole of the work of all five methods used. Mr. 
A. J. Pitman sent me about five years ago a somewhat similar com­
position of 5,856 changes in four out of the five methods used by Mr. 
Parker. This composition contains one course each of London and 
Rutland, two ccurses of Cambridge and two courses each consisting 
of one lead of Cambridge and six leads of Superlative. In these latter 
courses the lead of Cambridge is the first lead in one of the courses 
and the last lead in the other. I made two attempts at calling this 
peal (shortened to 5,088 changes), and as far as I can remember we 
rang ’about half of it 011 each occasion*-

So far only oue peal has been rung in which the tenors ring the 
whole of the work of more than two methods. This was a peal con­
taining London, Bristol, Cambridge and Superlative, composed by Mr 
Pitman, which I called at Willesden on October 8tli, 1935. This com­
position contained two courses each of the first three methods. I 
have spent many hours attempting to put together a peal in which 
the tenors ring the whole of the work of all of these methods. Mr. 
H. G. Cashmore and, I understand, Mr. A .J . Pitman have also tackled 
this problem. Perhaps one day one of us w-ill be successful. *

, . ERNEST C. S. TURNER.
65, Kirgsley Avenue, West Ealing, W.13.
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SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
ANNUAL MEETING AT SALISBURY.

The Rev. C. C * Cox, of Lyme Regis, the Master, presided at the 
annual meeting of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild, held at Church 
House, Salisbury, on Saturday. Owing to war conditions there was 
a smaller attendance than usual, about 55 bein®1 present.

The annual Guild service was held at St. Thomas’ Church, Salis­
bury. It was conducted by Canon Hellins.

A letter of apology for absence was read at the meeting from the 
president, the Earl of Shaftesbury. Another member who wrote re­
gretting that he could not attend suggested that at the end of the 
war ♦a victory pe^K&hould be rung by a band composed of Home 
Guardsmen. •

The statement of accounts showed an increased balance in hand.
The following officers were re-elected : Mastei\ the Rev. C. CU Cox ; 

lion, secretary and treasurer, the Rev. F. LI. Edwards, Kington 
Magna, Gillingham; assistant lion, secretary, Mr. F. Green; auditors, 
Canon R. E. G. Newman and Mr. W. Hinks.

It was resolved to send congratulations to Mr. George Williams 011 
attaining his 84th birthday, also a message of sympathy and good 
wishes to Mr. Goldsmith, with an expression of appreciation of the 
way that * The Ringing World ’ continues its good work and is always 
so full of interest.

The Master expressed sympathy with ringers whose towers had been 
destroyed by enemy action, adding that he did not think any bells 
had been lost in the Salisbury diocese. He hoped that the card 011 
the preservation of belfry and bells, sent out by the general secre­
tary, would be observed, and the records, such as noteworthy touches 
that had been rung, minute books of local Guilds, etc., would be 
carefully put away and preserved.

Thanks to the. diocesan authorities for the use of the room and to t he 
Vicar of St. Thomas’ for the- use of the church were expressed by 
Canon Hellins, and Mr. Edwards thanked Canon Hellins for conduct­
ing the service.

Grandsire Triples and Bob Major were rung 011 handbells in St. 
Thomas’ Church before and after the Guild service.

(Continued from previous column.)
Philip Wightman supplied eight, witli a tenor of 24 cwt. They are a 
very fine ring and fully justified the description of them in Strype’s 
‘ Survey of London ’—eight noble bells.

The two trebles were added in 1843 by a man named Oliver, who 
was employed at the Whitechapel foundry, and who, as Mr. Albert 
Hughes thinks, did the work in his own time, borrowing the strickles 
and other tools. Several generations of Olivers have been employed 
at the foundry, and the family is still represented there.

Although they are one of the oldest octaves in London, the bells of 
St. Clement’s do not figure very largely in the history of change 
ringing before the nineteenth century.

The first recorded peal wa§ one of Oxford Treble Bob by the College 
Youths 011 February 12th, 1733. Benjamin Annable conducted. The 
next was ten years later almost to a day. On February 13th, 1743, 
the Eastern Scholars rang Bob Major, and after that there i6 no 
other recorded until 1760, when the College Youths rang another peal 
of Treble Bob.

I11 1839 the headquarters of the St. James’ Society were moved to 
St. Clement’^ and ever since the belfry has been one of the most 
important meeting places of the London Exercise. This, in the first 
instance, was mainly due to two men, Thomas Tolladay and George 
Stockham, bdth of whom held the office of steeplekeeper for many 
years. .

It is in St. Clement’s belfry that the memorial to Chalks Winney is 
to be placed. Fortunately, though the design is complete and the 
bronze cast, the erection had been deferred until after the war.

All London ringers will deeply sympathise with the Rector, the Rev. 
Pennington-Bickford, who takes a keen interest in the bells and in 
ringing generally.

Since we wrote the above we have learnt of more and even worse 
damage, which we can only hint at for the present. The ancient 
church illustrated a week or two ago, then damaged* by a high ex­
plosive bomb, has since been c ompletely destroyed by fire. The tower 
is gutted and all the bells down. The church with the finest spire in 
the City has been destroyed, the tower burnt out and, we fear, the 
world-famous bells destroyed. A suburban church with a very similar 
name has been destroyed by a high explosive bomb which partially 
demolished the tower and ruined the ring of eight bells. The tower 
where the first peal of Major .was rung has been gutted, and RudhalFs 
ring of eight destroyed. We Shall give further particulars when the 
regulations, which are necessary in the interests of the country, 
permit. \

THE SURVEYOR’S REPORT ON THE FABRIC.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I would like you to state that, as surveyor to the 'Paro­
chial Church Council, I immediately inspected the church and felt fully 
justified in reporting to the Rector that it is capable of full repair.

Irresponsible statements in the Press are much to be deprecated* 
Their echoes, too, are world-wide and can never be fully overtaken.

E. ALEXR. YOUNG, A.R.I.B.A., F.S.I. (retired).

ST. CLEMENT DANES’.
DESTRUCTION OF FAMOUS LONDON CHURCH.

As we intimated in our last issue, St. Clement Danes’ was one of 
the ihurches destroyed in a recent air raid on London. It had pre­
viously been badly damaged by high explosive bombs, and now it has 
been hit by incendiaries and burnt out, only the bare walls and the 
tower left standing. Some time ago the ten bells were taken down 
from the steeple for safety. They were on the floor below the tower, 

, and so have escaped destruction, but two are said to have been 
cracked, probably by falling debris. , v

This adds another to the sad and growing list of Wren churches 
destroyed, and unfortunately it includes some of the most important 
of the works of the great architect, St. Bride’s, St. Lawrence Jewry, 
St. Andrew’s, Holborn, and St> Mildred’s, Bread StVeet—it is difficult 
to find four among those that survive equal in value to these.

T H E  C H U R C H  O F  ST.  C L E M E N T  D A N E S .

What makes the loss of Wren’s churches so regrettable is that 
they form an architectural group which is quite unique, England is 
extraordinarily rich in fine mediaeval parish churches, and if we lost 
St. Peter Mancroft and St. Mary Redcliffe as we have already lost 
St. Michael’s, Coventry, bad as "it would be, we should still have 
dozens more of the same style and of little less value.

But Wren’s churches stand alone. One or two by James Gibbs, 
such as St. Martin’s-in-tlie-Fields and St. Mary's-in-the-Strand may at 
first sight seem to belong to the same group, but there are real 
distinctions, and church architecture very quickly developed into some­
thing different from that of Wren’s churches.

St. Clement Danes’ was of ancient foundation, and is said to have 
got its name because Harold the Dane, son of King Canute, and 
others of his countrymen were buried there. No particulars of the 
old church'or churches on the site seem to have survived, and nothing 
is known of the bells they contained, but in 1680 the building which 
t hen existed had become very dilapidated and was pulled down. Two 
years later Wren’s church was completed. The lower stages of the 
fifteenth century tower were left standing, but were recased, and in 
1717 James Gibbs added the present spire. In 1693 William and 

(Continued in next column.)
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GUILDFORD GUILD AND RINGING BAN
‘ AS LOYAL CITIZENS ACCEPT THE POSITION.’

CARE OF LIBRARY.
‘ It seems evident that, the ban is not just the result of a brain­

wave of some official, but that there are sound reasons for it, and 
the members of this Guild must, the committee feel, as loyal citizens, 
accept the position, but at the same time remaining lirmly resolved 
that at the first available opportunity they will waste 110 time in 
recommencing activities and spare no effort to raise our art to the 
high standard it had attained at the time when we were forced to 
abandon it.* %

With these words the Guildford Diocesan Guild, at their annual 
meeting at Guildford 011 Saturday, summed up .the present position 
of the Exercise in the annuals report of the Executive Committee. 
Mr. Walter Harrison (vice-president) was in the chair, supported by 
Mr. G. L. Grover (I1011. secretary) and Mr. J. Corbett. Instead o f  
the anticipated GO members, a company of 100 taxed the tea tables. 
The Guild service was held at S. Nicolas’ Church, the address being 
given by the Rector (the Rev. P. R. Lobb).

At the outset of the meeting the secretary announced that he. had 
received a letter from the Master (Major John H. B. Hesse), who 
was in Torquay, stating that he would not be coming back to Surrey 
for some time. Another absentee was Mr. J. S. Goldsmith, who was 
still in hospital after a very bad operation. A11 encouraging report 
of his progress was received.

The report of the Executive Committee stated that the total ban. 
which the Government had thought necessary to impose on bellringing 
had dealt a terrific blow to ringing, and if it continued for several 
years would threaten their art with extinction. From time to time 
protests had been voiced and applications made to the Government 
for the lifting of the ban. The protests, not all of which had come 
from practising ringers, showed that their art‘ was not without its 
supporters and admirers throughout the cdttntry, and the replies 
which had been read from the Ministry of Home Security, and in 
one instance from the Prime Minister himself, showed that ringers 
were not without sympathy even frpm Government officials.

Circumstances had been so unprecedented that it was impossible 
to compare the activities o f the past year with those of any previous 
year. The membership position was as follows: Chertsey, hon. mem­
bers 4, ringing members 35, Farnham, 20, 105; Guildford, 22, 112; 
Leatherhead, 29, 52; life and unattached, 54, 5; totals 109 and 287.

The committee placed on record that the authorities at Chertsey 
Church had declined to pay their affiliation fee. They felt that the 
prospects of a brighter future for the Guild so far as the Chertsey 
District wras concerned had not been enhanced by the withdrawal.

NEW CATHEDRAL BELLS.
The committee had hoped to report increasing support* for the 

Benevolent and Cathedral Bells Fund, but alas, contributions to both 
these funds had been small. The acceptance of the bells of All 
Hallows’ would not render their Bell Fund redundant, as even if a 
certain quantity of metal was received as a gift, a large sum of 
money would still be necessary to provide for the rehanging and 
furnishing, to say nothing of possible recasting, which would be 
necessary to provide a ringing peal w’ortliv of the new Cathedral.

Only four peals were rung 011 tower bells, that at Ewhurst being 
the first since augmentation. Four of the five handbell peals were 
the direct result of the exigencies of military service having demanded 
tke presence of Sergt. John Freeman at Aldershot.

Particulars of the peals rung were as follows : Bramley, Bob Minor 
(conductor, W. J. Robinson); Haslemere, Grandsire Caters (F. W. 
Rogers); Ewhurst, Stedman Triples (C. E. Smith); Shere, Kent Treble 
Bob Major (C. E. Smith); Addlestone, Grandsire Doubles, handbells 
(E. Armstrong); A ld e r s h o t , Bob Minor, handbells (J. Freeman); 
Aldershot Bob Major, handbells (J. Freeman); Pyrford, Bob Minor, 
handbells (J. Freeman); Aldershot, Bob Major, handbells (J. Freeman).

SYMPATHY WITH THE MASTER AND MR. GOLDSMITH.
The report concluded: Not only members of the Guild, but every 

ringer in the land will join in recording sympathy with Mr. Goldsmith 
in his illness and in the fervent hope that he will soon be restored to 
his normal health and activity. Ringers, too, would regret to hear 
that Major J. H. B. Hesse, the respected Master, had met with an 
accident and broken his ankle. They trusted the fractured l>one 
would speedily mend and be fit to stand his weight during the run 
of many a 5,040 in the future, including that with ‘ which we hope 
the Guild will be rfble to celebrate the confounding of the knavish 
tricks of our enemies and which will, w*e all sincerely pray,r herald 
a lasting peace.’

(Continued in next column.)

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established ISO years. 'Phone 203.

D A V I D  M A X O N .  HOPE WORKS, qramtham

S IL E N T * A P P A R A T U S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I am glad my theory has not passed unnoticed and 1 
would like to take this opportunity of enlarging on it and answering 
the two letters published.

First, I would point out that the tube must be fixed opposite the 
centre of gravity of the clapper and not at any point on the wheel 
as I suggested at first. Both correspondents mention that theories 
do not always w'ork out in practice, but since I have neither time, 
facilities nor money to carry out experimental work, I decided to put 
the idea forward for anyone to take up.

Next, Messrs. Clark and Murrell 'think that the device does not 
sufficiently reproduce the movement of the clapper, but I will show 
how it does this exactly. It may best be explained by considering 
the various forces acting on the clapper. First, there is the arm 
which limits its swing to a particular arc inside the bell. This is 
reproduced by the tube which coniines the mercury to an arc exactly 
parallel to that of the centre of 'gravity of the clapper. Next we 
come to a most important factor, lliat of speed. This is determined 
chiefly by the 4 push ’ from the bell, but the end of the tube pushes 
the mercury at the same speed so there should be nothing to worry 
about there. Then there is gravity, which is constant in both cases, 
and air resistance, which is negligible, since both metals have a 
high density and present a similar shape to the air. Thus 
(theoretically) the mercury moves at the same speed through the same 
distance and parallel t o ‘ the clapper. Therefore (again theoretically) 
the device should work perfectly. Then, if the bell is checked, the 
mercury shoots up to the end of the tube, causing the handbell Jo 
strike correspondingly sooner. Also, there is 110 reason why it should 
go up wrong.

Mr. Clark does not like the idea of a flexible lead, but a small 
coil to act like the balance spring of a watch should be quite satis­
factory. Personally, I don’ t think it would, be hard to obtain the 
rest of the apparatus—it is only a matter of several electrie bells 
(easily convertible to produce a single strike) and the necessary yards 
of flex.

In conclusion, I would again mention that since these are only 
theories, any reply musf also be theoretical and nothing can be 
settled until some experimental work has proved or disproved them.

T. R. BOYS.
5, West Street, Weedon, Northampton. __________

(Continued from previous column.)
The accounts showed a balance 111 hand of £44 18s. Id., compared 

with £59 18s. 2d. at the beginning of the year. The Benevolent Fund 
had a balance of £68 9s. 2d., and the New Cathedral Bell Fund one 
of £57 16s. 5d.

The report and accounts were adopted.
The meeting stood in silence in memory of the following members 

who had died : Messrs. H. Prior (Farnham), G. Andrews. (Ash), John 
Beams (Ewell), H.* Tidy (Ewhurst, killed in action), H. G. Ranee 
(Worplesdon, hon. member), H. J. Hunt and R. J. Harding (York- 
town, hon members)* A. Dean (Leatherhead), F. G. Woodiss (Ban- 
stead), Sergt. V. G. Elliott (Holy Trinity, Guildford, killed in action),
D. Ayling (Witley), and Mrs. S. G. Welsh (Cobham, life member). 
Sympathy was also expressed with the relatives of Mr. T. H J . 
Cvphus, organist of S. Nicolas’ Church.

THE OFFICERS.
The following officers were elected: Master, Major John H. B. Hesse; 

hon. treasurer, Mr. J. Corbett (Bagshot); hon. secretary, Mr. G. L. 
Grover (East Clandon); hon. auditor, Mr. R. Hasted (Fiunham); 
Central Council representatives, Messrs. A. H. Pulling, A. C. Hazelden,
G. L. Grover and A. Harman: committee, the Rev. F. A. Woodard, 
Mr. W. Massey and Mr. E. W. Morey (Chertsey District), Messrs. 
W. Gillians, W. A. Dollimore and F. Nye (Farnliam District), Messrs. 
S. Petter E. J; Ayliffe and R. Whittington (Guildford District), the 
Rev. G. H. B. Coleridge, Mr. G. Marriner and Mr. A. J. Adams 
(Leatherhead District).

Mr. A. H. Pulling raised the question of the safety of the Guild 
library, and asked that the action of the librarian (Mr. A. C. 
Hazelden) in arranging for the dispersal of a number of books, many 
of which were valuable, should be confirmed.

Mr. Hazelden replied that bundles of books had been sent to Mr. 
Corbett (Bagshot), Mr. Grover and Mr. Ayliffe. The''Guild approved 
of his action.

The meeting expressed its sympathy with Mr. J. S. Goldsmith, and 
the secretary was requested to write to him expressing the Guild’s 
good wishes? Thanks were also expressed to Mr. Harrison for pre­
siding and the Rector and choir of S. Nicolas* Church.

'COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A  H istory of the Society

5/6 (post free) from

‘ THE RINGING WORLD’ ^ f ^ 0,pysZFR%%%.ROAO
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
COMBINATIONS.

It used to be the custom to treat every method as a 
distinct and independent thing and to learn the rules for 
ringing' it without reference to any other method. Per­
haps it is so still with many people, but of late years we 
have recognised more and more that methods are very 
much interrelated and that gives us a lot of help in 
actual ringing.

I.ast week we described the relationship between 
second’s and eighA ’s place Surprise Major methods, giv­
ing as illustrations Brighton and Ashtead. An under­
standing of the similar relationship in Minor methods is a 
very great aid in ringing spliced peals. W e can, for 
instance, ring a 720 made up of Cambridge, Primrose, 
Ipswich and Norfolk Surprise Minor by. treating the four 
as one method, and making the alterations involved by 
the second’s or fifth’s place at the order of the conductor 
as if they were special bobs.

This, we believe, is actually done by some bands and 
is capable of a good deal of development.

In order to combine methods in this way it is neces­
sary for the ringer to know how every bell starts in a 
lead and (when all four methods are used) how every 
bell starts in a half lead, and this will modify the, tradi­
tional way of learning methods.

In the ^iew edition of ‘ Standard Methods ’ this is 
pointed out, and we will quote some further remarks of 
the book on the same subject. v

‘ There is yet another way of dividing the work, of a 
method which will be found v.ery useful. This is to 
treat the work above the treble as a whole, and the work 
below the treble as another whole, and to note carefully 
how the work starts from and ends with the treble’s 
path. When a man is learning a method he sh'ould not 
try to divide the w-orkt in this way, but when he has be­
come proficient, he should adopt the plan as an addition 
to his other knowledge.

‘ The value of it lies in the fact that very often above 
the treble a method is exactly the same as another 
method, and below the'treble exactly the same as a third 
method. Bor instance, York Surprise Minor is exactly 
the same as Cambridge Minor above the treble and as 
London Minor below the treble. It is evident, therefore, 
that a man who thoroughly knows Cambridge and Lon­
don, and who knows how the work of those methods 
starts from jind ends with the treble’s path, can without 
any further study go and ring York.

‘ This is not an isolated or uncommon instance, and 
in these days, when so many new Major methods are 
being rung, this way of treating a method re often very 
useful. .The man who realises that above the treble both 
Yorkshire and Rutland Surprise Major are exactly the 
same as Cambridge has saved himself half the trouble 
of learning those methods.’

The new Surprise Major book has something to say 
on the matter. ‘ The spread of method ringing is widen­
ing men’s views and the possibilities of variation are 
beginning to be realised. When they are understood 
many of the most strongly held opinions of the Exercise 
will be radically altered. The old idea that every peal was 
composed by somebody and is his property, will no longer 
be tenable, and the effect on practical ringing will be 
just as great. For, syppose you have a band which can 
ring Norfolk, Peterborough and Ealing Surprise (and

nowadays that is not a very extravagant supposition), if 
you could say to them, ring Peterborough above the 
treble and Norfolk below, or Ealing above the treble, 
and Peterborough below; or make eighth’s place at the 
lead end instead of second’ s ; or any similar sort of thing 

-you would have, not just three methods, but ten or a 
dozen. There would be no necessity as now for the band 
to learn each of the dozen separately; all they would 
have to do would be to accustom themselves to the idea 
of passing ,from one method to another. This idea is 
becoming familiar through the ringing of spliced peals 
and could be developed without much trouble.’

If we could add to the Standard Methods one or two 
really good and suitable ones, by means of these com­
binations we could produce a very useful group of 
methods which, though not quite worthy of,being ad­
mitted into the select group would be available at any 
time for occasional practice or peal ringing by really 
competent bands.

W e have already giveji one or two instances of this, 
and here is a method, as yet unknown, which we think is 
worthy of some attention. ' w

Brereton S.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
2 i 4 3 6 5 8 7
1 2 3 4 6 5 7 8

2 1 4 3 5 6 8 7

2 4 1 3 6 5 7 8
4 2 3 1 5 6 8 7
2 4 1 3 5 6 7 8
4 2 3 1 6 5 8 7

2 4 3 6 1 8 5 7
4 2 6 3 8 1 7 5
4 6 2 3 T 8 5 /
6 4 3 2 8 1 7 5

4 6 2 3 8 7 1 5
6 4 3 2 7 8 5 1
4 6 3 7 2 8 1 5
6 4 7 3 8 2 5 1

4 6 3 7 2 8 5 I
6 4 7 3 8 2 1 5
4 6 7 8 3 2 5 1
6 4 8 / 2 3 1 5

4 6 7 8 2 1 3 5
6 4 8 7 1 2 5 3
6 8 4 7 2 1 3 5
8 6 7 4 1 2 5 3

6 8 7 1 4 5 2 3
8 6 1 7 5 4 3 2
6 8 7 1 5 4 2 3
8 6 1 7 4 5 3 2

8 1 6 7 5 4 2 3
1 8 / 6 4 5 3 2
8 1 6 7 4 5 2 3
1 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

1 7 8 5 6 3 4 2
Above the treble the work of Brereton is exactly the 

same as the work of Cornwall; below the treble the work 
of Brereton is exactly the same as the work of Superla­
tive. A band which treats Cornwall and Superlative as 
standard methods could at any time they pleased ring a 
touch or a peal of Brereton.

With such a parentage Brereton is bound to be an 
interesting method, and when we examine it we find it 
has most of the good qualities, as well as some of the 
defects, of its parents.

Above the treble we get the 3-pull and single dodging 
of Cornwall, and the same good rritisical qualities; in 
fact for six of the eight sections of the course the 
changes are exactly the same as in Cornwall.

Below the treble, though the work is exactly the same 
as in Superlative, the actual rows are not quite the same. 
In on| respect this is an improvement, for the bells 
always come to the front in their natural coursing order, 
and we get twice as much dodging "by the tenors in 1-2 
as we do in Superlative.

(Continued on next page.)
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HANDBELL RINGING A T  ISLEW O RTH .
A very'pleasant and successful afternoon of handbell ringing was 

held at All Saints’ , Isleworth, on Saturday, May 10th, when visitors 
attended from Guildford, Leytonstone, Kingston-on-Thames,' Isleworth, 
Epsom, Dagenham, Hastings and Westminster. Nine members of the 
locai band were also present.

Ringing statted at 3 p.m. and continued until 4.30, when there 
was a short service, conducted by the Vicar, the Rev. P. W. Shepherd- 
Smith. In welcoming the Visitors to Isleworth, the V icar, spoke in 
high praise of the effort that is being made by ringers to ‘ carry on.’ 
He then introduced his new assistant priest,, the Rev. K. Toole- 
Mackson.

Tea followed in the Mission Hall, after which more handbell ringing 
was enjoyed, and the opportunity taken to renew acquaintance with 
friends not met for many months.

Votes of thanks were accorded to the Vicar for conducting the 
service and for allowing the meeting to be held: to Mrs. Shepherd- 
Smitli for accompanying the hymns, and to the ladies who prepared 
and served the tea.

Methods rung during the afternoon and evening included rounds 
and Queens 011 twelve, Grandsire Triples, Caters and Cinques, Bob 
Minor and Major and Stedman Triples, also a series of delightful 
tunes rung by the Dagenham band. A-' course of Grandsire Caters 
was rung by the local band immediately before the service.

As this little meeting was entirely an experiment, the local band 
are very pleased indeed with the result, and will feel encouraged to 
hold a similar one later on.

TH U RSTAN S' COM POSITION  REVERSED.
. *  THE PEAL AT CHISLEHURST.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—It was a most interesting letter from Mr. I. Emery. I 

have a faint suspicion that the mystery can be unwrapped if he can 
remember when the second Single was called.

Tliurstans’ One-Part, being What one might call a oart wheel com­
position, can be commenced with any spoke, but must be continued 
on from there. *

Now then, Mr. Emery, just visualise the scene again, and let us 
know when the second Single was called. ’Tis only 50 years ago.

H. H.
.................................. ....... .......

T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S
(Continued from previous page.)

The 5-pull dodge on the front is, of course, repro­
duced, and that is a defect which forbids us to place the 
method in the highest class, but there are very few 
among the simpler Surprise Major methods with which 
it cannot hold its .own.

The first three sections of the course give a clear proof 
scale, but the fourth gives the two false course ends 
F 32465 and G 43265.

These are the same as those of Superlative and will 
allow of thirty full true natural courses, twenty-seven of 
them without the 2nd op 3rd in sixth’s place at a course 
j;nd. A good 'variety of musical peals is therefore 
possible.

There are about fourteen or fifteen Surprise methods 
worth ringing in which the work above the treble is the 
same as in Cambridge. The majority have been rung 
to peals and two of them, Yorkshire and Rutland, may 
rank as standard methods. Others, fairly well known, 
are Belgrave, Ipswich, Whitminster, Hinton, and Lin­
colnshire. The last is spoilt by a 5-pull dodge on the 
front in which the bells are not in natural coursing order. 
Pudsey is the same asl Cambridge below the treble.

Cambridge, however, is not a method which readily 
combines with other methods.

TH E LATE FREDERICK G. W O O D ISS.
LOSS TO SURREY RINGING.

Ringing in Surrey and at Banstead in particular has suffered a 
severe loss in the passing of Frederick George Woodiss, who died on 
Sunday, May 11th, at the age of 51, after an illness lasting several 
months. ' •

He began his ringing career at Hersham, but it was after he 
moved to the Sutton district that he extended his interest in the art 
to association affairs and became known to so many ringers.

For many years he was treasurer and later secretary to the North- 
West District of the Surre3r Association, and he relinquished the 
latter office only about a year ago. He remained a member of the 
committee, however, and had also served on other committees.

He took a keen interest in the formation of the Guildford. Diocesan 
Guild and was the first secretary of the Leatheihead District, in itself 
no mean task.

He was also a member of the Ancient Society of College Youths.
.He served during the Great War in the Grenadier Guards, and 

post-war years»found him in business in Banstead, where he set about 
forming a change ringing band. He received some mucli needed help 
when other experienced ringers took up residence in the district, and 
from that time progress was steady and continued.

It was a red-letter day for him when the band rang its first peal, 
one of Grandsire Triples, to which he rang the treble.

He was now residing in Sutton and working in the City, but he 
was just as regular in his attendances at both Sunday ringing and 
practices, and it was due in no small measure to his patient and 
conscientious work that at the outbreak of present hostilities the Band 
was ringing Spliced Surprise for Sunday services.

He had rung approximately 120 peals, ranging from Grandsire 
Triples to the Surprise methods, mostly for the Surrey Association.

Of a modest and genial disposition, he had a wide circle of friends 
throughout the Exercise. He leaves a widow, son and daughter, and 
to them we extend our deepest sympathy in their great lo^. Mrs. 
Ernest Morris, of Leicester, was his cousin.

The funeral took place at Sutton on May 15th and was attended 
by relatives and friends and the following ringers: Messrs. C. H. 
Kippin, D. Cooper and E. G. Talbot, representing the Surrey Associa­
tion ; J. Hoyle and A. Harman, representing the Guildford Diocesan 
Guild, and A. E. Cheesman and H. N. Pitstow, representing the 
Banstead ringers. The service in Sutton Parish Church was conducted 
by the Rev. E. P. Woollcombe, Rector of Sutton, assisted by the 
Rev. Canon F. N. Skene, Rural Dean of Epsom.

A t the interment at Suiton Cemetery a course of Grandsire Triples 
was rung over the grave by H. N. Pitstow 1-2, D. Cooper 3̂ 4, C. H. 
Kippin 5-6, A. E. Cheesman 7-8.

Among the many floral tributes were wreaths from the Surrey 
Association, Guildford Diocesan Guild, and his fellow ringers at 
Banstead

AN APPRECIATION.
It was with deep regret that I read of the passing from us of Fred 

Woodiss, for not only was he a very keen practical ringer, but also 
one who played a large part in guild and association work.

When Hersham secured its light peal of eight in 1901 his father, 
Mr. George Woodiss, sought my aid in order to assist teaching the 
new band, and I often used to see Fred at his home. He was then 
a schoolboy and little did I dream he would become one of my pupils, 
especially in handbell ringing. Soon after he had learnt to rin r̂ in 
the tower he became keen in handbell ringing and he used to love 
watching 4is struggle away at Triples and Caters. He would never 
push himself forward, but he grasped a lot, not only by watching, 
but also by acting as umpire. His progress wTas steady and sure, 
which soon stamped him as a good striker and one which promised 
him to become a progressive and reliable ringer. When IVed was 
on the tenors on even or odd numbers he could be trusted to keep 
perfect time, which resulted in many splendid peals being scored.

When the Great War broke out in 1914 life soon joined up and 
served in the Grenadier Guards. After his return to civil life lie 
settled down in Surrey, and it was then that he followed up his 
ringing career by active work both in and out the ringing chamber. 
Fred ahv&ys managed to look for the best in anyone and give every 
chance to those not so far advanced as himself, and this alone made 
him popular wherever he went. All he undertook was carried out with 
that thoroughness which not only helped to further the mrt, but made 
him a host of friends in every walk of life. He worked hard for 
our cause and we have lost a fine ringfer and organiser.

WILLIAM SHEPHERD.

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FOR N EW  C LO C K S, C H IM E  A D D ITIO N S , REPAIRS 
OR R EP A IN TIN G  O F DIALS.

-  i *

f
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NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
r 8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of i / 6.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g ,  S u r r e y .

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN 
MONDAY.

‘ The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

E SSE X  A SSO C IA T IO N .— A district meeting will be 
held at Brentwood on Saturday, May 24th. Service at 

. 4.30 p.m . Tower bells (silent) and handbells available. 
— J. H. Crampion, Hon. Sec., 14, W ellesley Road, 
W anstead, E . l l .

LIN C O LN  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D — Northern Branch.
—  The annual general meeting will be held at Gains­
borough on Saturday, May 24th. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Meeting in R inging Chamber 6.15 p.m . Six ‘ silent-’ 
bells available afternoon and evening. Please make own 
arrangements for tea.— J. Bray, Hon. Sec., Trentwood, 
Burton-on-Stather, Scunthorpe.

LA N C A SH IR E  A SS O C IA T IO N — Liverpool Branch. 
— A meeting will be held at St. Nicholas’ Church tower 
on Saturday, May 24th. Tow er open 3 p.m. for tower and 
handbsll ringing. Service (if possible) 5 p.m. A  tea will 
arranged if possible. A good muster is hoped for, as the 
President, tne Rev. Arthur Scott, intends to be present. 
—- G. R. Newton, Branch Sec., 57 , Ampthill Road,' 
Liverpool, r7 - ,

M ID LA N D  C O U N TIE S A SSO C IA T IO N . —  Lough- 
v borough and Burton Districts.— A joint meeting will be 

held at the Parish Church, Ashby -de-la-Zouch, on 
Saturday, May 24th. Handbells available at 2.30 p.m. 
Tea at 5 p.m . Subscriptions are now due and reports 
ready. A good  attendance is necessary.— A. E. Rowley 
and J. W . Cotton, Hon. Secs.

D O frC A ST E R  A N D  D IS T R IC T  S O C IE T Y — The 
next meeting will be hefd at Campsall on Saturday, M ay 
24th. Handbells available. OwiDg to catering difficulties 
those attending will have to make their own arrangements 
for tea. Ringing from 3 p .m .— Ernest Cooper, H on. Sec.

A N C IE N T SO C IE T Y  O F  CO LLE G E  Y O U T H S. <t- 
Change in place of meeting.— T h e m eeting arranged for 

/ Saturday, May 24th, w ill*be held at the Bell Foundry, 
32-34, W hitechapel Road, E .i,- at 3 p.m ., by kind in­
vitation of the treasurer, Mr. A. A . Hughes. Handbell 
rin gin g and a good adjournm ent spot a fterw ard s.— A.

• B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome', Eversfield Road, 
Reigate, Surrey.

H E R TS A SSO C IA T IO N .— Bushey.— Meeting, Satur­
day, May 31st, at the Studios, Falconer Road. Com fort­
able, pleasant room. Tea can be arranged. Handbell 
practice and social chinwag. All interested in ringing 
are welcome. —  C. H . Horton, 53, Aldenham Road, 
Bushey.

LA N C A SH IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N . —  Manchester and 
Bolton Branches.— A silent practice and joint meeting Will 
be held at St. M ark’s, W orsley, on Saturday, May 31st. 
Bells 3 p.m . Reports ready. Teas can be obtained 
for ringers who forward their names by Tuesday, May 
27th. All ten bells will be available.— Joseph H. Rid- 
yard and Peter Crook, Branch Secs.

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— The annual meeting will be 
held at Chelmsford on Saturday, May 3 1st. Service in the 
Cathedral at 4 p .m ., followed by the meeting in the 
Chapter H ouse. Tea afterwards at Cannon’s Restaurant, 
Duke Street. Those requiring tea are particularly re­
quested to notify the general secretary not later than 
W ednesday, May 28th. Tow er bells (8, silent) and hand­
bells during afternoon and evening.— L . J. Clark, Gen. 
Sec., 36, Lynm outh Avenue, Chelmsford.

L E E D S A N D  D IST R IC T  SO C IE TY . —  The next 
meeting will be held at Shipley on Saturday, May 3 1st. 
Silent bellringing practice from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m . Tea 
may be obtained from c£fe near the church. Business 
meeting 4.30 p .m .— H. Lofthouse, Hon. Sec., 8 , W ort- 
ley Road, Leeds 12 . t

M ID LA N D  C O U N TIE S A SSO C IA T IO N .— Hinckley 
District.— N ext meeting at Earl Shilton, Saturday, May 
3 1 st. Bells (silenced) at 3.30, followed 1?y tea and 
meeting in the Schools at 5 . Handbells afterwards. 
Names for tea to Mr. G. Newton, 26, Avenue South, 
Earl Shilton, by Thursday, May 29th. Reports avail­
able. • ,

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C ESAN  G U ILD . —  The 
annual meeting will be held ( d . v . )  on W hit Monday, 
June 2nd, at Kingsthorpe, when the V jcarage grounds 
will be open. Central Committee meet at the Vicarage 
2.45. Service 3.30, with address by the Vicar. Tea
4.30, followed by meeting and election o f officers. Tea, 
free to all resident members who are clear on the books 
and who apply to the general secretary -for tickets on 
or before May 24th. Non-resident members and non- 
members- is . 6d. each, to be sent with application for 
tickets. N o application for tickets will be entertained 
after May 24th. This will be strictly adhered to. Bring 
sugar if required. Bells (6) (silenced) and handbells 
before and after the meeting.— R obt. G. Black, Gen. 
Sec., Stamford Road, Geddington, Kettering.

O X F O R D  D IO C ESAN  G U ILD . —  North Bucks 
Branch.— The annual meeting will b e ' held at Bletchley 
bn Saturday, June 7th. Handbells 2.45 . Service 3 .30, 
followed by tea (if possible) and meeting. W ill those .. 
requiring tea please notify me by Saturday, May 3 1st? 
Please make an effort to attend.— R. _H. Howson, Hon. 
Sec., 19, Greenfield Road,, Newport Pagnell, Bletchley.

N O R TH  S T A F F O R D S H IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N . —  
The next meeting will be held at Kingsley on Saturday, 
June 7th. Handbells available from 3 p.m. W ill those 
who are staying for tea kindly notify Mr. H. Carnwell, 
Sunnyside, K in gsley , Cheadle, Staffs, on or before June 
1st?  N o card, no tea.— Andrew Thom pson, Hon. Sec.

C H A N G E  O F  A D D R E S S — Mr. W illiam  H . Hewett 
has removed to 119 , Coleman Street, S .E .5 .

4 T H E  C H U R C H  BELLS O F B E R K S H IR E .’ Part 
III .— Reprinted from  the ‘ Journal o f the Berkshire 
Archceological Society,’ by permission o f the society. T o 
be obtained from the author, Mr. Frederick Sharpe, Der- 
wen, Launton, Bicester, O xon, price Is. post free.

BUY AN EXTRA COPY
OF

‘ THE RINGING WORLD * 
and send it to a Serving Member ef your Tower

I
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  F R E E  

f r o m  th e
R e v . E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V io a n a g e , D a v e n t r y

s. d.
OQLLBOTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-BeU Treble

Dominated Methods) ..........................  ...........  ................... 9
COLLECTION OP PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b )..................................  ................ . ...........  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHQDS ..................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE W ITH S.P.A.B..............................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ........... ..........................................  ..................................  1 i
METHOD SHEETS.— Stedman and Grandsire Triples ........... 3

Cambridge Surprise Major ................... 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ..........................  2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ................... 2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ..........................................  1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ................................................................................................  2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. 10d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope. 

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to XI bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

* TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
• SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A  book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages. ^

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
Miss MARGARET E. SNOWDON
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B p id g e , U lv e r s t o n , L a n c s

P U B L IC A T IO N S .
* GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey. ®

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7$d. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

.. Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:—  Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 / 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper oovers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 / - ) .
O btain able  on ly  p o s t  fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

S ta v a rto n  V loaratfs, n sar  D aventry.

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EA8Y HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
Eat. *1820 Tal. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Lt d .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raar youp Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p ric es  in o r e a u ,  
p re -w a r  q u a lity , and  sand us yo u r old  Bell Ropea  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst n o t in use .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
W edding G ift

Correctly Modelled BELL IKKSTAKD g g & ,  in Solid Silver

Diameter 2lin 21in, 3Jia. 31in. 4in. 4}in. 5in. Win 
Price 1 8/S  2 2 /8  2 8 /8  3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /8  8 7 /8  7 8  6

The Bin. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E . R U S S E L L  and O ptician
Telephone 276 * W O K I N G

SM IT H  o f  DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  St S p n s, M idland C lock W ork s, 

D erby, Ltd.
Haad Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 4 5 5 8 9  Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 

Buildings, London, E.0.4.
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ASSOCIATION RECORDS.
All who realise the value o f the books and manuscripts 

which have\come down to us from old times, and the im­
portance o f  documents in carrying on the ordinary life of 
a society, will have noticed with satisfaction the steps 
taken by several associations to safeguard their records, 
or at least to reduce the risk o f their loss to a minimum.

At one time ?t seemed as if the chance o f any particular 
steeple being destroyed was a very remote one, but now, 
as we near the completion o f a full year o f intense bom b­
ing, we know from  bitter experience that hardly any 
place can be considered safe, and the plan is being 
adopted o f dispersing the prpperty o f a society among 
several o f  the leading members, so that, if some part is 
destroyed, all will not suffer the same fate. That seems 
the best thing to do, except in the cpmparatively rare in­
stances where & place can be found which may reasonably 
be considered as absolutely safe. W e  would urge the 
authorities o f  all associations which have not so far taken 
any steps to consider this matter.

An example o f the inconvenience which may attend the 
destruction o f papers was mentioned last Saturday at the 
meeting o f the Society o f College Youths. Mr. Herbert 
Langdon, who called the long and- record pea“l o f Sted­
man Caters at Appleton in 1922, had preserved in his 
office the original manuscript, signed by the composer, 
o f the composition. It was the final authority on what 
was rung. As it happened, the figures when they ap­
peared in this journal were given with a mistake, a small 
one, but still a mistake. Suppose that fifty years hence 
someone turns up ‘ The R inging W orld ,’ and, having 
noticed the error, casts doubt on the truth -of the peal. 
Had the original manuscript survived, an appeal to it 
would have decided the matter offhand, but the paper 
perished when Mr. Langdon’s office was burnt out some 
time batk in one o f the air. raids. H e suggested, and the 
society decided, that Mr. Miles, the com poser, should 
write out and sign a copy, and that it should be placed 
among the society’ s records.

That was a wise thing to do, although the chances, we 
imagine, o f anyone challenging the truth o f the Appleton 
peal, either in its composition or its execution, are very 
remote.

The discussion led to a further question being raised. 
W h y  are not the figures given in the society’ s peal book ? 
It is a question which has been raised before, and as far 
back as 1879 Jasper Snowdon wrote in the introduction 
to his collection o f peals o f Treble Bob, ‘ O f what use 
are the costly and carefully kept books o f  such societies 
as the College and Cumberland Youths, when they do not 

(Continued on page 254.1
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(ESTABLISH ED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most important ClocKs 

in the World.
CLOCKS R EPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

‘THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
Bankfield Terrace, Burley, Leeds.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER’S BADGE;
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
T With name of your Association engraved 

—as Illustration, 
get. H ALL MARKED GOLD . .  45/- 
H ALL MARKED SILVER . .  7/6 
G IL T  OR W H ITE M ETAL . .  4/- 
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY,
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING!
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
‘ METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1/3 (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing World ’ Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKING.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer ,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

/  '  V 1even attempt to preserve from oblivion the only par­
ticulars o f permanent interest connected with the per­
formances they record? W ere all these by-gone perform­
ances true, and thus worthy o f record? If so, surely the 
men who spent their time and wearied their brains over 
their production should have their work preserved from 
ignominious extinction.’

History supplies an answer to Snowdon’ s questions. 
The old societies at first did put the figures in their books, 
and a great deal o f what we know about the early com ­
position comes from the records o f the Eastern Scholars, 
the Union Scholars and the College Y ou th s; but there 
came a time when men began to look back at those figures, 
and they found many o f the peals false. That, and the 
scare caused by the discovery o f the internal falseness of 
Treble Bob, led to a wholesale destruction o f peals lest 
they, too, should fail to stand the test. Men who had 
called peals kept the figures to themselves as the best 
way o f insuring that others should find no fault with 
them. W hen once the plan o f recording the figures was 
lost, custom and prejudice prevented it being revived.

Things have changed much since those days and, in­
deed, sinee Snow don’s time. Peals and compositions 
have multiplied so enormously that the truth or falsity o f 
any individual one is o f little importance except to the 
people immediately concerned, but truth, after all, is the 
fundamental essential in change ringing— truth o f com ­
position and truth o f execution— and everything which 
ensures it should be fostered. In the case o f record and 
outstanding peals, there should never at any time be any 
doubt about what actually was rung.

HANDBELL PEALS.
„  ALDERSHOT, HANTS.

THE GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
Oh Monday, May 19, 1941, in Two Hours and Twenty-One Minutes,

A x  io 6, L y n c h f o r d  R o a d , S o d t h  F a r n b o r o u g h , '
A PEAL O F  BOB MAJOR, M t (  CHANQES|

M a u r ic e  H odg so n  .............  1-2 I S b r g t . J. F r e e m a n , R .A .M .C . 3-6
•G n r . C . W .  D e n y e r , R .A .  3 -4  | P t b . L . J . F o x ,  P .C .................. 7-*

C o m p o s e d  by G e o . F . W il l ia m s . C o n d u cte d  by J ohn  F r b b m a n .
* First eight-bell peal ‘ in hand.’

BUSHEY, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

Oh Tuesday, May 20, 1941, in Two Hours and Twenty Minutts,
A t  t h e  R o y a l  M aso n ic  Ju n io r  S c h o o l ,

A PEAL O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  BOB MAJOR, 512* CHA N G ES) 
Tenor size 18 in G.

E d w in  A . B a r n b t t  .............  1-2 I ‘ E r n e s t  C . S . T u r n e r  . . .  5 -6
C h r i s t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  3-4 | fFREDSRicK W . B r i n k l o w . . .  j - t

C o m p o s e d  b y  W . H a r r is o n . C o n d u cte d  b y  E . A . B a r n e t t .
* 50th handbell peal, t  First peal of Kent Treble Bob Major.

H O L T S  O R IG IN A L  A T  C A M B R ID G E .
' To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Much interesting information lias been given us of the 
historv^of the Cambridge Youths bv Mr. Trollope and by Mr. Slater, 
for which I thank them.

Their accounts differ, however, as to whether J. Bartlett or *J. 
Bowtell called Holt’s Original at St. Mary’s on June 2nd, 1797.

Mr. Trollope is correct in spying J. Bartlett called the peal, as a 
board on the wall of the ringing chamber in good preservation re­
cording the peal clearly gives the name of Bartlett as conductor. 
Bowtell was not in the band.

Mr. Slater writes of a tablet recording Holt’s Original rung on tne 
same date with J. Bowteil as conductor, but there is no tablet in the 
tower now recording this peal. Whether one was erected and has 
since been taken down and lost or whether the peal was rung at all 
I do not know.

E. G. HIBBINS.
23. Hemingford Road, Cambridge.
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
T H E  PEA L C O L LE C T IO N S.
(Continued from page 244.)

The Appendix o f 1895 showed that the attempts by the 
Council’ s committee to publish a collection o f peals were 
so far failures. Nobody was satisfied, and in 1896 
Nathan Pitstow and Charles Henry Hattersley retired. 
Haftersley had been dissatisfied from the beginning, and 
had taken very little interest in the matter. ' His opinion 
was that the expense o f printing would be too great for 
the object to be achieved, many o f the peals were not 
worth the paper they were written on, and he did not 
see any good  to be served by publishing them in book 
form." The event showed that he was right, but the 
Council was anxious to have something in print, and so 
the Appendix appeared.

Charles Henry Hattersley represented the best ele­
ments in the Exercise during the last quarter o f the nine­
teenth century. He came o f a distinguished ringing 
family, his grandfather, W illiam  Booth, was one a( the 
leading ringers in the North o f  England during the 
earlier years o f the century, and his brother Thomas was 
hardly less well known than himself. ^  Hattersley in­
herited strong traditions, but he was open to new ideas. 
He was an excellent ringer, and he had high standards, 
both o f striking and o f composition. Personally he was 
a likeable and popular man with a strongly marked per­
sonality. He was a first-class judge o f the quality of 
com positions, but naturally his standards were those o f 
his time and, like the others, he looked on a peal as an 
independent thing and (apart from  the recognised and 
very restricted rules o f variation), as ‘ original.’ He did 
not object to the peals sent to the committee because they 
were not original, but because they had no merits as com ­
positions. He knew nothing about the art o f putting a 
book together, and in any case was not the man to pro­
duce a good  collection. At the same time, if his particu­
lar skill and knowledge had been used in the right way, 
he could have done much good . W hat the committee 
needed was a Jasper Snowdon to put into shape the 
material the others collected, but that they lacked.

Nathan Pitstow held a position in the Exercise not un­
like Hattersley’s. He, too, was a skilled com poser o f the 
old type, and a good  practical ringer. He Jiad not the 
marked personality o f the othdr man. I met him several 
times, but retain no impression o f his attitude towards 
the. various problems (which were then disctissed and 
argued about in the Exercise.

W hen the committee was reconstructed, Davies re­
mained, and Earle Bulwer, Dr. A . B. Carpenter, and 
Henry Dains were * brought in. These changes 
strengthened it in some ways but not in all.

Dr. Carpenter was an intellectual man and a clever 
composer, but his interest, like D avies’ , was mainly 
centred on Triples methods, and there is no reason to sup­
pose that he .had studied composition as a whole. The 
whole mass o f the peals in M ajor methods .would be left 
mainly to Dains.

Henry Dains was a man with many admirable qualities’. 
I knew him well, and for several years a close friendship 
existed between us. I may have something more to say 
about him in another connection. He was an industrious 
and, within limits, a skilled and successful com poser, but 
he had marked limitations, and he possessed scarcely one 
o f the qualifications necessary for producing a good  col­

lection o f peals or aay other text book on ringing. 
Neither he nor anyone else recognised his limitations; 
tKe;y knew he had composed many good  peals o f Treble 
Bob, Surprise and Double Norwich, and had definite 
opinion! about them ; and that was all they thought was 
needed. £

He had one good  quality, he did try to extend know­
led ge ; but he had the defect which often goes with t.n.ife 
sort o f man, he was sometimes very careless and inac­
curate in his work. There have been few  aqaong the men 
who have made names as composers who have not, at one 
time or another published false peals. That is inevitable, 
but Dains was specially unfortunate, and Snowdon's 
books and the Council’ s collections contain far more false 
peals by him than by anyone else. H e „would put to ­
gether a peal by the course ends on a plan which seem ed' 
to promise success. I f it came out with the required 
qualities and number o f changes he would prove it and, 
according as it was true or false, he would retain it or 
throw it away. He had developed a very large amount 
o f skill in working in this experimental way, and he 'was 
a thoroughly competent prover o f peals. But after he had 
produced a peal, he often put it aside, intending to prove 
it, but not doing s o ; and then, when he came across 
the paper later, he assumed it was true without further 
thought.

He was one o f the stoutest believers in the ownership 
o f peals, jfnd he was frequently in controversy iwith other 
people who had, as he maintained, published variations 
of. his compositions. His attitude to composition was not 
sufficiently detached for him to make a really good colj 
lection, and he knew nothing o f  the art o f  putting a book 
together.

Earle Bulwer evidently catfie into the committee, with 
the idea o f taking general charge and putting the work 
o f the others into order. For that he had many qualifica­
tions. He and H eywood thought out a scheme which 
promised success, and it might have produced som t good  
collections, but, unfortunately, before anything was pub­
lished he died, and meanwhile most o f his energies had 
been taken up by the Glossary. *

The scheme was 'to  invite a number o f men to assist 
the committee. Each man was given the job  o f collect­
ing the peals in a particular method. W h fn  he had made 
his collection he was to hand it over to the committee, 
who would assume the final responsibility for the selec­
tion, arrangement and printing o f the figures.

In my early days I had taken a lot o f interest in the 
composition o f Bob Major, and had made a very fair col­
lection o f peals. Bulwer knqw o f this, and he and Hey­
wood treated it as the model on which the others were 
to be formed.

The scheme' was a good  one so far<bs it went, but it 
did not g o  anything like far enough. A  great jnass o f 
figures was got together, but it was left to  the individual 
collectors to decide how they should work, whether they 
should themselves search for peals, or sit still and wait 
for interested person's to send them ; whether they should 
decide what was original; whether they should make a 
selection or just pass on what they had got together; and 
it was generally assumed that they took no responsibility 
for the truth o f the peals. Consequently the w ork done 
was very -unequal in quality.

However, there was enough material to make a good  
and representative collection provided it was handled 

(Continued on next page.)
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properly. But that was just what the committee could 
not, and did not, do. It is possible that Bulwer might 
have acted as a strong editor had he lived,'but it \S doubt­
ful. He and all the others were far too much occupied 
with solving particular problems in particular methods to 
study composition as a whole with the interrelations 
between different peals and different methods. A useful 
and entertaining book might, have been made if a good  
and small selection o f peals had been printed giving those 
most suitable for the conductors’ use and those which 
best illustrated points o f composition, with well-written 
explanatory letterpress. But such a book  was not to 
be hoped for. There jwas no one to write it, and it would 
have been sure to have provoked a storm o f protest frqm 
the I owners ’ o f peals whose ‘ right ’ had been infringed. 
As I have said, all the com posers wanted was to have 
their peals in print with their names attached. They were 
very little interested in other people’ s work.

.W hen Bulwer died, the committee had no one who 
could act as the general editor and see that the final book 
was put into right shape. Each method was left more 
or less as the collector had sent it in, and the proof read­
ing was very bad.

The first book was ̂ published in 1903, and dealt with 
Grandsire Triples, Caters and Cinques; and Union, O x­
ford, Court and Double Court Triples. The Grandsire 
Triples was the work o f Davies, and was an excellent col­
lection, well arranged and free from  mistakes. The 
other peals o f Triples were dealt with by Dr. Carpenter, 
and they, too, were without mistakes, but to  print 67 
peals o f Union Triples was altogether out o f proportion, 
since ,the method was seldom or never practised, and 34 
peals o f Oxford Bob, though not so disproportionate, was 
still too many. Three good  peals o f  O xford Bob and 
none o f Union would have sufficed for any good  collection.

T H E  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .
A MEETING PLACE IN SOUTHWARK.

At the College Youths’ meeting on Saturday a letter was read from 
Mr. R. T. Woodley, who is one of the society’s oldest members, and 
was one of its representatives at the first meeting of the Central 
Council. The following is an extract:—

‘ The article in “  The Ringing World ”  on page 208, headed The 
College Youths, mentioned the meeting houses of the society, but 
left out one of the most frequented in the years 1880 to 1890. I mean 
the house in the Borough Market under the shade Of St. Saviour’s. 
What the sign of the house was I cannot remember, but it was 
managed by a very genial and obliging chap named Tom Powell. 
Ringers from away have stayed there, and I have stayed there with 
them. I have cause to remember that house, for when I was elected 
secretary of the society I found I had over 100 emblems and rule 
books to issue, arrears left by poor old Muskett.

‘ We had some hectic nights there and we used to get poor old Tom 
Powell’s rag out by not clearing opt at the proper time. We used 
to upset him over his dog. He had a collie, which he had taught to 
fetch the cat out of the kifchen, so every chance we had we used to 
say, “  Bob, fetch the cat,”  and out would go Bob scragging the cat 
back, swearing and spitting. Poor Old Tom used to call us every­
thing but gentlemen. He was a decent fellow and eventually left 
the house and went to manage a house back of St. Mary-le-Strand. 
For the •***orld I cannot think of the name of the'house in Borough 
Market, but probably Bob Newton or Frank Dawe could tell you, 
and it ought to have been mentioned in “  The Ringing World ”  
article of May 2nd.* *

B E D F O R D  S U R P R IS E .
To the Editor.

Sir,—In your issue of February 7th you published three peals of 
Bedford Surprise. In the first course of the first peal alternative 
calling must be used. Mr. A. G. Driver, of Belvedere, has kindly 
pointed out that there is falseness in 7-8. I was quoting from memory 
■of 30 years ago when I said thsA the method was only false in 1-2.

•Saffrofi Waklen, F. DENCH.

LONG PEALS OF TREBLE BOB MAJOR.
THE SUCCESSIVE RECORDS.

May 18th was the fifty-eighth anniversary of «a very notable long 
peal, 16,608 changes of Kent Treble B o d , rung at Mottram-in- 
Longendale, Cheshire, by the Astoton-under-Lyne men, and conducted 
by Samuel Wood.

Treble Bob was for many years the most popular of all eight-belL 
methods and it was natural that it should be chosen by the old 
ringers for long lengths, but they were greatly hampered by the 
lack of true compositions.

The first was the 10,080 rung as far back as 1727 by the Norwich 
Scholars at St. Michael’s Coslany. Although it was 6o early, there is 
good reason for believing that the composition was true.

This length was not beaten until 1800, when,Gdorge Gross conducted 
a peal of 10,112 changes, his own composition, at Edmonton, with a 
band of Cumberland Youths. The figures are lost and we do not 
know whether they were true.

On August 27th, 1814, the Yorkshire men rang at Otley a 12,320 
composed by Shipway. Two men were needed for the tenor and the 
bobs were called from manuscript by a man who did not ring himself. 
This was rather strange, as the band included Joseph Tebbs, of Leeds, 
a noted composer and conductor.

William Eversfield produced a 14,016, and this was rung single- 
handed in 1821 at Oldham. It was in the Kent variation; all the 
earlier peals were Oxford.

Ten years later at St. Mary’s, Elland, the Yorkshire men rang 
15,168 changes composed by Hugh Wright. Ten men took part as 
the ringers of the 3rd and 4th had to be relieved. Two men shared 
the bob calling.

In 1832 Thomas Day succeeded in producing 15,648 changes, which 
he afterwards exte*led to 15,840, and that length was accomplished 
at Sj>. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green, on April 27th, 1868, by a band of 
the Ancient Society of College Youths. Henry Haley conducted, and 
Cooter, Pettit, Horrex, Matt. Wood and J. M. Hayes were in the band.

About^ the same time Thomas Day obtained two longer lengths, 
16,032 and 16,608. The latter was in 1872 attempted by a band at 
Earlsheaton in Yorkshire, and for some time it was thought they 
had succeeded, but it leaked out afterwards that the bells had got 
wrong and were jumped home at the finish. It was the Lancashire 
men who, as stated above, first accomplished the peal.

This length could not be beaten for many years because there was 
no true composition, but about fifty years ago the Suffolk men made 
several attempts to repeat it in the Oxford variation. On one occa­
sion in 1891 at Debenham, with James Motts as conductor, they rang 
9,024 changes and failed. Later on in the same year another and 
rival band, - with Mr. Charles Mee as conductor, made an attempt at 
Eye, the 24 cwt. tenor being turned in by that fine heavy bell ringer, 
John Souter. The peal actually was accomplished on June 6th, 1892, 
at Debenham. Mr. Fred Tillett, happily still with us, rang the tenor.

This was the record for 14 years, but in 1906 the Ashton men again 
at Mottram, and again with Samuel Wood as conductor, rang 16,800 
changes of Kent, and that was beaten at Over in Cheshire by 17,280 
changes, composed by Mr. J. W. Parker and conducted by Mr. Robert 
Sperring.

The record in the Oxford variation is 17,824 changes, rung at Hep- 
tonstall in 1927, composed by Mr. T. B. Worsley and conducted by Mr.
E. Jenkins.

In 1922, 18,280 changes of Kent had been rung at Mottram, but 
the composition turned out to be false. It was one of the greatest 
peal ringing disappointments in the history of the Exercise.

G R A N D S IR E  C IN Q U E S .
A NOVEL QUARTER-PEAL.

1 * To the Editor.
/D ear Sir,—The following quarter-peal of Grandsire Cinques is a 

novelty inasmuch that it contains only four plain leads.
Where handbells continue to be practised it would make an un­

usual touch whqfi there is not time for a whole peal.
rn > • i » T • I G- E- SYMONDS.57, Mornmgton Avenue, Ipswioh.

1,254
234567890e 1 2 3 4 5

3245678e90 _ S _ _
2367458 j? — .— s s
2347658 — — s —

’ 3267458 — 1■ — — s s
234567809e S s — s s
23654 — — — s —-
32456 — — — s s
2365479e$0 — s s s s
2345678e90 — — s s —

Rounds by Bobs at 1, 1, 2, 1, 1, 1, 2, 1, 1.

MANC-ROFT BELLS.—St. Peter’s, Mancroft, in the city of Norwich, 
though it remains the last peal of twelve, is by some deemed the 
first in point of merit.—* The Clavis.'
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THE COLLEGE YOUTHS.
BELLS LOOTED FROM BOMBED CHURCllES.

By invitation of Mr. A. A. Hughes, the College Youths last Satur­
day held their meeting at the Whitechapel Bellfoundry. In the 
absence of the Master, Mr. Alexander Young occupied the chair, and 
was supported by Mr. Hughes, the hon. treasurer, and by Mr. A. B. 
Peck, the hon. secretory. Other members present included Messrs. 
Deal-, Miles, Cockey, Murrell, Collins, Stannard, J. Marks from 
Bletchley and Isaac Emery from Bromley.

The Chairman expressed the society’s sympathy with Mr. Herbert 
Langdon in the loss he had sustained through the destruction of his 
office by fire. Mr. Langdon, replying, mentioned the great kindness 

.lie had received from many people who had offered him assistance, 
especially Mr. Charles Dean, of Croydon.

Mr. Hughes reported the sudden death of a past Master, $fr. C. H. 
Horton, of Watford. Several members made sympathetic references 
to him, and the company stood as a mark of respect to his memory 
and that of Mr. Frederick Woodiss.

Mr. Young reported that he had received the books of the late 
Frederick Pike and presented his copy of the second edition of ‘ The 
Clavis ’ to the society. It would serve as a piemorial to him and 
replace the copy lost in the destruction of The Coffee Pot.

Mr. Hughes gave some particulars about the destruction of bells 
in recent air raids and namft of churches were mentioned, which, 
though quite in order at a private meeting, may not yet be done in 
the public Press. He said he had. inspected St. Andrew’s, Holborn^ 
and found that most, if not all, the bells, though they still hang in 
their frame and can be swung, have been ruined by the fire, and that 
the destruction at St. John’s, Vassal Road, was complete. The live 
pre-Reformation bells of St. Bartholomew-the-Great had been taken 
down from the steeple, and the six early 17th century bells of St. 
Andrew Undershaft would be taken down during the following week.

There had been a bad case of looting at the neighbouring Church 
of St. Mary, Matfelon. Some persons had driven up to the church 
with a lorry and taken away five of the bells which lay broken at 
the base of the tower. At St. Lawrence Jewry among the debris had 
been found some basketfuls of broken bell metal, which apparently 
had been got ready by some unknown persons for illicit removal. 
The police had warned all the incumbents of City churches to be 011 
the alert against attempts at similar looting.

Mr. Isaac Emery was congratulated on completing 50 years’ mem­
bership of the society, and a very interesting letter was read from a 
still older member, Mr. R. T. Woodley. We give an extract from it 
elsewhere in this issue.

After some handbell ringing the members went a little further up 
the street and there finisned a very enjoyable meeting.

S P L IC E D  S U R P R IS E  M A JO R .
ANOTHER EXCELLENT COMPOSITION.

We have received from Mr. Joseph W. Parker another peal of 
Spliced Surprise Major of outstanding interest and value. It contains 
5,088 changes in five methods, with three full courses each of Bristol, 
Cambridge and London.

There is a slight error in the figures of Mr. Parker’s peal given in 
our issue of May 16th. The thirty-third course-end should have been 
followed by the letters L C R, not C R L as printed.

5,088
M W H 23456 R 7B

— 64352 
34256

— 62453 
56423 
32465 
63425

— 42635
2 26435

—  43265
— 24365 

62345 
46325 
23564

L 4C 
4C L 
R S L 
L C L 
R  S L 
L S L 
7L B 
L C R 
R  C R 
L S L 
L C R 
R  C R

Twice repeated.
Each course-end is followed by leads of the various methods, shown 

by letters on the right, B for Bristol, C for Cambridge, L for London, 
R for Rutland, and S for Superlative. Where 110 figure precedes the 
letter, one lead is implied. The calling on the left produces the next 
course-head. The peal contains 1,248 changes of Cambridge, 768 of 
Bristol, 1,824 of London, 864 of Rutland, and 384 of Superlative.

T H U K S T A N S ’ R E V E R S E D .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I have been casting my mind back again and I am 
fairly certain that the Singles were not. consecutive calls, as, of 
course, they would have to be if it were the one-part. To the best 
of my recollection the second Single was about half-way. So it must 
have been some variation of the four-part, which was then and is 
even now practically unknown. I did not say it was the one-part. I 
merely stated what someone else said, and it 4s now fairly evident 
that they did not know what it was. ' I. EMERY.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
I for 

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E L L S  n
in sets of any number.

THE EDITOR.
W e are pleased to state that the Editor has now returned 

home from hospital. It will, however, be some time before 
he can resume his normal duties.

BELL ROPES, M UFFLES &c.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
Mr. William Hewett is one of those who has suffered at enemy 

hands. He'tells us that his house was left with no roof, no windows, 
no doors, no ceilings, and all the walls cracked. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that he decided to change his addlress, and he is now living 
at 119, Cfcleman Road, S.E.5.

He is towerkeeper at St. Margaret’s, Westminster, and. reports that 
so far the bells are intact and the only damage done is two sides of 
new louvre boarding blown down.

The two oldest rings of bells in the City of London have been 
taken down from thevsteeples and put in places of safety. The five 
at St. Bartholomew-IRe-Great are all pre-Reformation bells, all by 
the same founder, and all of the same date. Only one other complete 
pre-Reformation peal exists in pnglai^—the five at St. Lawrence’s, 
Ipswich. * 9

The six at St. Andrew’s, Undershaft, are early 17th century bells 
from Whitechapel. It was at this church that Fabian Stedman was 
buried. . (

It is good to know that it is intended to restore St. Bride’s, Fleet 
Street, and to replace the destroyed ring of twelve. The design for 
the new frame has already been made, and new concrete floors will 
probably be put in the tower before long. The bells and the general 
rebuilding will, of course, have to wait until the war is over.

No one has taken a greater interest in the ruined City churches 
and their bells than Mr. Richard F. Deal. He informs us, on the 
authority of the Vicar, that five of the eight bells in the suburban 
church referred to in our last issue are sound and unbroken.

On May 28th, 1787, the ancient Society of College Youths rang 
at St. John’s, Horsleydown, the first peal of Stedman Caters ever 
accomplished. It was composed and conducted by John Reeves. The 
tower at St. John’s is .one of the smallest in which a ring of ten has 
ever been hung. It was for a long time a popular place with the 
Metropolitan societies for peal ringing, but the bells had been out of 
order for many years and there are not many men living who have 
rung on them. In one of the earlier raids on London the church 
was burnt out -and the bells destroyed.

A notable peal was accomplished at Hornchurch, Essex, on May 
27th, 1912, when a band of the Middlesex County Association rang 
15,2frl changes of Bristol Surprise Major. William Pye rang the tenor 
and conducted, and the ba^d included such well-known ringers as 
Isaac Shade, John Cheesman, Bertram Prewett, Alfred Grimes and 
Ernest Pye. They are all dead now, but Mr. Reuben Sanders and Mr. 
George R. Pye, who rang the treble and second, are happily still 
with us. A little more th3h a month earlier a band of the Hertford­
shire Association, with Mr. George N. Price as conductor, had rung 
at Knebworth 12,160 changes in the same method.

 ̂Mr. J. S. Goldsmith conducted the first Surprise peal rung outside 
England on May 28th, 1901. It was one of Superlative at Bray in 
Ireland.

On the following day members of the same band rang the first 
handbell peal on the sea. It was 5,173 Stedman Caters on the S.S. 
‘ Cambria’ between Ireland and Wales. Mr. W. Short conducted.

To-day is the centenary of a peal of Oxford Treble Bob Royal rung 
by the College Youths at St. Sepulchre’6, Snow Hill. The board that 
records it is the oldest still remaining in the Metropolis.

The first peal in Earle Bulwer’s method, New Cumberland Surprise . 
Major, was rung at Burton-on-Trent on May 31st, 1886, and on the 
same date in 1898 the Birmingham men rang at Aston 8,888 Stedman 
Caters on handbells. That remained the record length of the method 
in hand tin til Jun% 1st, 1912, when the Guildford men, with Mr. 
A. H. Pulling as conductor, rang 14,031 changes.

Fifty years ago to-day six peals were rung. They consisted of 
Grandsire Triples 2, Caters 1, Stedman Triples 1, Kent Treble Bob' 
Major ‘ 1, Minor 1.

SILENT APPARATUSES AND PEAL RINGING.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In your leading article of March 7th you say that how­
ever good a silent apparatus is, it should be used only for practice, 
not for peal ringing.

Could you inform me i f  5,000 changes were rung on the Seage 
apparatus such as we have at Great St. Mary’s, Cambridge, would it 
be recognised by the Central Council as a peal ? Some years ago 
5,056 of Bob Major was rung at Great St. Mary’s and recorded on a 
board in the tower as the first peal on this apparatus.

-  ~ E. G. HIBBINS.Cambridge.
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MR. JAMES HUNT.
* SEVENTIETH BIRTHDAY.

Yesterday Mr. James Hunt reached his seventieth birthday, and 
his many friends in all parts of the country* will join us in con­
gratulating him.

Mr. Hunt is a ^Devo'n jna'n, born at Tiverton on May 29tli, 1871. 
For many years he was one of Ihe leading ringers in the Guildford 
district. He then removed to London, where he was employed by 
John Warner and Sons, the bell founders, who had among their staff 
a complete band of ringers. For many years Mr. Hunt has been 
associated with St. James’ Church, Taunton.

Among the many interesting peals in which he has taken part are 
a 4 grandfather’s ’ peal of Stedman Caters by members of the I^oyal 
Cumberland Youths, the first peal of Stedman Caters by a resident 
band for the old Win­
chester Diocesan Guild 
which he called, the first 
peals of Double Norwich 
Major and seven Surprise 
Minor methods for the 
Bath and Wells Associa­
tion, the first peal of Cam­
bridge Major by a resident 
band west of Bristol, and 
the first peal of Bristol 
Surprise Major by a band 
resident in Somerset.

His outstanding perform­
ance was the record hand­
bell peal of Stedman 
Caters rung at Guildford 
in 1912. There was at the 
time in that town a band 
who rang peals of Stedman 
Triples and Caters almost 
on every evening in the 
week, and it was only 
jiatural that they should 
ttynk of ringing the record 
peal in hand. This they 
did by ringing 14,031 
changes, but, not satisfied 
with that, they proposed to 
beat all records on hand­
bells or in the tower, and 
started for a length of 
22,220 changes. But they 
began rather late, and so 
when 11 o’clock came and 
they had passed all pre­
vious lengths, they not 
unnaturally thought they had done enough and let the bells come 
round at 19,738 cnanges. Mr. Hunt rang 7-8 to this peal, which, we 
imagine, will not be beaten for many years. It was his greatest 
performance, but he has taken part 111 many other good peals.

Since 1920 Mr. Hunt has represented the Bath and Wells Associa­
tion on the Central Council, and he is one of the best known of the 
members of that body.- Indeed, the Central Council meetings would 
hardly be themselves without his presence and his speeches. Not 
that everybody always agrees with all he says, but everybody recog­
nises,the sincerity of his opinions and the fact that they are based 
on real experience and knowledge. For Mr. Hunt has had a wide 
experience of ringing in many parts of the country, and is not only 
a first-class ringer himself, but has associated with some of the leading 
men of the last 40 years and more.

He is a member of the Advisory Committee of the Bath and Wells 
Diocese, his subject being, of course, bells, he is a member of the 
Towers and Belfries Committee of the Central Council, and has been 
Ringing Master of the Taunton Deanery for 20 years.

Mr. James Hunt is one of those men on whose exertions and work 
the very existence of the Exercise depends. Besides being a peal 
ringer and a conductor, he has done a great deal of teaching, has 
always made a point of ringing twice 011 a Sunday whenever possible, 
and has been a sidesman and a member of the Parochial Church 
Council for many years.
•—  . . .  -------- r  1 ■ ■ -  .....  — ^

(Continued from next column.)
May I add that the non-cliurcligoer ought to be asked to, help 

because the bells, in addition to being the Church’s responsibility, are 
the heritage of all British people. Every bellringei* should see that 
our bells have got ’ to be insurea and nothing must stand in the way. 

‘Let us se? to it everywhere that our bells are not overlooked. If 
our area is in a safe place, let us think of the less fortunate and 
make the Government 6clieme work.

F. B. LUFKIN.
73, St. Mary’s Road, Prittlcwell, Essex.

FIRES AND BELL FRAMES.
f  ST. ANDREW’S, HOLBORN.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Replying to the letter by A.F.S. headed ‘ Iron Bell 

Frames,’ I can cite one case in the City of London, i.e., St. Andrew’s, 
Holborn. The frame is of cast iron mounted on a steel girder founda­
tion, and the headstocks are of cast iron. The only items left in 
the to'wer are the eight bells hanging in their framework. (One can* 
stand on the ground floor and look right up through the tower to the 
sky.) All timber parts of the fittings have been destroyed, but the 
bells can still be swung to and fro in their bearings. Alas, howeVer, 
most of them, if not all, are cracked.

The important point for consideration is not the material for the 
bell frame, but that of the floors. Concrete floors would prevent such 
disasters, and, in addition, would considerably strengthen the tower. 
The old objection of resonance in concrete can now be overcome by 
the application of acoustic plaster.

ALBERT A. HUGHES.

THE IMPORTANCE OF PRECAUTIONS.
Dear Sir.—The Exercise will, I am sure, feel {hankful to you for 

enlarging on the pros and cons in debating what is doubly a burning0 
question—the extraordinary vulnerability of our towers and their 
contents. I have already some three months since given my views 
and also voiced a strong warning.

It is clear from your summary that the foremost thing is to remove 
all valuable things, including, of course, the bells to a place of safety, 
not necessarily to the church floor. If that is the only available place 
then they should be fully sandbagged. Valuable peal boards and 
books should be taken to some reasonable place of shelter away from 
the church.

The tower itself could be well protected by bricking up all openings 
leading into the church, including the windows which overlook #ie 
same. Spirelets of wood could be enclosed with corrugated iron sheet­
ing on light steel framing.

I will only add that expert advice should always be taken 011 these 
occasions and followed.

E. ALEXANDER YOUNG, A.R.I.B.A., F.S.I. (retired.)

ST. MARY’S, SOUTHAMPTON.
Sir,—After the loss of St. Mary’s, Southampton, what can one 

suggest for real safety against fire? There to a casual visitor was an 
ideal tower for bells to be safe from fire. The whole place was 
concrete, and,* if my memory is correct, the only wood was the trap 
doors. If our information is right, the door at the bottom leading 
to the church was either burnt or opened, and the tower acted as a 
chimney. When we heard the church was burnt out we thought the 
bells would be safe, and it came as a great sorrow and surprise to 
hear they had been destroyed.

I had the pleasure of ringing one peal of London on the eight and 
one of Stedman Caters on the ten, and both peals were rung without 
a thought of catching a train, so we received to the full the benefit 
of the music of those beautiful bells, which will live as long as memory 
lasts.

Perhaps Mr. Faitlifull, o f the local band, or Mr. Pullinger, who 
knows the church well, can tell us how the fire spread to the tower. 
It might be useful to other towers to take precautions during this 
Hitler madness.

One good thing is that they were a modern peal and we can be 
assured that the same firm will put in as good a peal as was lost.

A. H. PULLING.
The Grammar School, Guildford.

C H U R C H  B E L L S  A N D  IN S U R A N C E
4 URGENT NEED FOR ACTION.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I have been given to understand that the fabric of our 

Churches is insured free against enemy action, but all furniture, fit­
tings, organs, bells, etc., have to be paid for at 30s. per £100 for the 
period up to September 30th. One-third must be paid before the 
end of this month. Should the income be good and enemy action 
not too great, it will probably be reduced for the next period. 
Churches are going to havfe difficulty in raising the money to insure 
everything, so it is the duty of all ringers to face this question at 
once and to see that bells are insured, so that we may be able to 
h^nd down what we have received. There is the danger of the bells 
being overlooked, or through lack of funds being left^out, for what 
some might think more important things.

It has already come to my notice that a certain church complain­
ing of the expense was told by their Bishop to insure one bell only, 
as that* was all that was necessary. This town may never again have 
bells should they be so unlucky as to lose their present very fine peal.

I think the best way is to insure every bell. It would be the 
cheapest and the fairest in the long rung. Those more fortunate 
should help those less fortitfiate.

(Continued in previous column.)
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DEATH OF MR. CHARLES H HORTON
PAST MASTER OF THE COLLEGE YOUTHS. 1

We regret to announce the death of Mr. Charles H. Horton, which 
’ took piece very suddenly last week. Mr. Horton was a Bristol man 

and learnt his ringing in that city. Later he ipotfed to London and 
became associated with the Ancient Society of College Youths. He 
held the office of Master for two years shortly after the last war.

At the time of his death he had been for many years the hon. secre-
• tary of the Watford District of the Hertford County Association, and 

he carried out his duties with great enthusiasm ajid success. Since 
the beginning of the war he had arranged a regular handbell meeting 
at Bushey, which was particularly successful.

It was largely owing to a suggestion made by him at a College 
Youths’ dinner that the annual dinner of the Bristol United Guilds 
was started.

He was in business in the City of London as a commercial photo­
grapher and liqid taken many fine photographs of churches. Unfor­
tunately, all his negatives perished in the great fire raid 011 London 
and with them the set of handbells which , had belonged to Challis F. 
Wipney.

In his younger days lie had Accompanied a scientific expedition to 
Central Africa as tfce official photographer in connection with research 
into tropical diseases.

The funeral was at Watford Church last Monday.

O XFO RD  U NIVERSITY SOCIETY.
VISIT OF MISS DOROTHY SAYERS.

Miss Dorothy Sayers, the distinguished writer, was present 011 
Wednesday afternoon, May 21st, at a meeting of the O.U.S.C.R., of 
which she is an honorary member.

After tea the Master, Mr. J, E. Spice (New College) said how 
pleased he was that Miss Sayers had been able to come to the meet­
ing and extolled the ‘ Nine Tailors ’ as one of the best recruiting 
agents the belfry had ever had.

Miss Sayers said that when she wrote * The Nine Tailors ’ she had 
never seen a bell rung. People had qfien asked her how she came to 
write the book. It was no sudden impulse, but rather the maturation 
of a number of ideas : the danger of remaining in the bell chamber 
while thte bells were ringing, the magnificence of the bells ringing out 
over the fens (a district well known to her), and the story of th ' 
bursting of the sluice at Denver.

Having evolved the scheme, the next job was to learn about change 
ringing. It was no good to ask an expert about such a subject, as 
one always gets to know a lot that one doesn’ t really retmire, and 
never exactly what one does want! In the Charing Cross Road one 
day she came #icrcss an 1898 edition of Troyte’s ‘ Change Ringing for 
Beginners.’ and from it the ‘ Nine Tailors ’ was developed. Three of 
the mistakes in the book were due to the use of Troyte.

She was glad the book had attracted people to change ringing. 
Some had#written to her and said that previously they had not known 
such people as change ringers existed. Even the Press were now 
more kindly disposed towards ringers. Some teetotal ringers had 
complained that the book put too much stress on beer drinking, but 
in a Croydon tower she had visited excessive emphasis on this subject 
was claimed to be impossible.

She thought it noble that a ringing society should be able to keep 
going in such conditions as the present, and to keep alive what was 
so completely a national institution. If ringers had a fault, it was, 
perhaps, that they did not always get on well with the local parson, 
but the University ringers, with the clergy represented in their ranks, 
were apparently free from any feuds.

Since the invasion scare she had done her' best for the safety of 
church bells by constantly writing to the papers, hoping that if 
invasion came the ringing of the bells would be left to those com­
petent to do so. She. concluded by wishing the society the best of 
luck in its fjiture activities.

The Rev. C. E. Wigg (president) thanked Miss Sayers for her 
amusing talk. As a ringer himself, he saw both sides of the question 
when it came to feuds between church and ringers. He could not, 
he said, emulate Miss Sayers’ tales, but he quoted a German writer 
as saying that the English were fond of loud noises, be they from 
bells or guns.

Mr. Miles, the vice-president, traced the society’s history during the 
last few years, and said how well the practice of investing the official 
positions on undergraduates had worked out. He was convinced that 
the ringing of bells on Sundays had a good effect on Ehe nation, and 
wished that the ban could be lifted for ringing for Sunday morning 
services

A well-rung course of Grandsire Caters by undergraduate members 
of the society brought the meeting to a close.

BUY AN EXTRA COPY
OF

‘ THE RINGING WORLD’ 
and tend it to a Serving Member of your Tower

CONTRARY MOTION.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In his attempt at a reply, Mr. Trollope seems to’ go 
rather heavily, and to make something like mistakes—which he does 
not often do. If he would only apply to himself his own words at 
the end of page 232, he would, I am sure, be jnuch happier. He 
there writes: ‘ The writer . . . shouljd aim at giving what the Exercise 
as a whole has found to be worth while, and should put aside his own 
persona! preferences.’ I have shown what the Exercise as a wrhole 
thinks of these foolish terms. He makes no attempt to answer that 
part of my letter, for, of codfcse, it is incontrovertible. Let him, 
therefore, take the medicine which he sees is so good for other people, 
and ‘ put aside his own personal preferences ’ for such terms.

However, to^come to his letter. He first gives the example of set­
ting a clock. l3ut he forgets that an ordinary clock, unlike a bell, 
is built to gc one way only; and that is why we call that way 
‘ forwards.’ I have just turned round to look at an electric clock; 
this is made to go either way equaliy; and when 1 set it I have to 
take care to start it the right way; if I did not, it would gaily go 
on ‘ forward ’ all right—but the wrong way round!

It is, therefore, not to be wondered at that Mr. Trollope makes a 
similar mistake in applying his illustration. He says that if, after 
Wie first change, four has changed places with three, four has hunted 
forward. If she has changed place with five; she lias hunted back­
ward. (He does not use those exact words, but I will not stop to 
examine the wording, as I think we are agreed as to the tiling.) One 
can only reply that this is not so. No bell moves either forwards or 
backwards in either case, except in the sense that some bells move 
up and others down; and this Mr. Trollope does not mean—puzzling 
though this may seem! I am not denying that there is a difference 
(Mr. Trollope seems to think I am ); I am only denying that this 
difference can be described as either forward or backward.

He goes 011 to say that backward is ‘ only because it is the opposite 
to the normal direction.’ This gives the case away. For the opposite to 
normal is not backward, but abnormal. If we talk of ‘ abnormal 
hunting,’ we see how wrong it is.

Nor is he' right in saying that four is hunting differently if she 
changed places with three, from the hunting when she changes place 
with five. I11 each case the hunting, as hunting, is exactly the same. 
All three words are quite wrong, and Mr. Trollope has said nothing 
to show that they are right.

Now let us see exactly what happens in the case mentioned .by 
him. If changes begin with contrary motion (fpur changes places 
with five), the treble having already led once at back stroke, will 
now be leading again at hand stroke. Three will be the next bell 
to lead, also tne wrong way, and so it will go 011, hunting being the 
one thing that will not be altered; until there is a snapping lead or 
some odd number of places made, when ordinary motion will super­
vene. I11 short, the rows will be inverted.

In my former letter I said that none of the three differing explana­
tions were any use for Stedman. Mr. Trollope now gives a fourth 
explanation; but Stedman is still left out. Mine Covers not only 
Stedman, but every possible method.

Moreover, the idea of motion means that all the bells that are 
ringing are included, which is the ease. Hunting implies the idea of 
only one bell: or that some may be in one motion and others in the 
other. This can pever be.

To sum up. We have now got one word instead of four. A simple 
word for a simple thing. So simple that a child can understand it, 
in place of what makes all the ribald world to laugh. Something 
that is correct, complete and compact. Something that will help 
ringers and ringing, in place of what is hindering them, and, further­
more, causing an unreasonable and ludicrous stumbling-block.

HERBERT DRAKE.
Ufford Rectory, Woodbridge.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
MEETING AT SANbAL.

At the meeting of the Barnsley and District Society, held at Sandal 
011 May 10th, about twenty members were present from Badsworth, 
Earlsheaton, Feikirk, Hoylandswaine, Rawmarsh, Rothwell, Wath and 
the local company.

A room was reserved at the Duke of York Hotel, and handbells 
were rung in the afternoon until 5 o’clock, when tea was served. The 
Vicar, the Rev. A. Walls, joined in at the tea and presided at the 
business meeting which followed. Business was* soon disposed of. 
The secretary annpunced that a suggestion had been put to the Don­
caster District Society to hold a joint meeting at. Wath. This was 
agreed to and the date fixed for Saturday, June 21st.

On the motion of Mr. E. Brooks'(president), seconded byv Mr. F. C. 
Wilson (Rawmarsh), thanks were tendered to the Vicar for pre­
siding, and the latter, replying, said he was pleased to welcome the 
society once mofre and was very thankful to know that the ringers 
were meeting regularly and keeping together. When the time came 
they would be ready to go back into the tower and man the ropes 
again. He sincerely hoped it would not be long.

The rest of the evening was spent in handbell practice. Touches of 
Minor and Major and a course of Grandsire Major were rung, the 
last at the request of the oldest member, who himself took part.
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
'  T H E  B R IST O L  G R O U P.

The qualities which g o  to make up a good  method are 
many and usually contradictory, and it is therefore only 
a waste o f time-to try to arrange methods in any definite 
order o f merit.- If, however, we were asked to name one 
in which the things we desire are most happily and suc­
cessfully combined we should probably mention Bristol.

Bristol is not so musical as Double Norwich or Corn­
wall, it 5s not so difficult as Glasgow, it is not so in­
teresting to ring as London, but it provides a better com ­
bination o f all these qualities than any one o f  the others. 
From the point o f  construction also, it is one o f the most 
interesting o f methods. Much o f its good  quality is due 
to the fact that it deviates very little from the natural 
coursing order and, like so many more excellent methods, 
it is an offshoot o f the Double Norwich group.

In Double Norwich the natural coursing order o f the 
w orking' bells is maintained throughout the course, the 
treble changing position twice in each half-lead, with the 
bell hunting next in front o f it.

This alteration in coursing order is effected by the bell 
in front o f the treble making a place, crossing the treble’s 
path and then making another place. In a half-lead of 
Major there are two positions where this can be done at. 
backstroke, and three where it can be done at handstroke, 
the result being the same in every instance.

The handstroke place making in two o f the three posi- 
. tions inevitably causes a bell to  lead or fie for three blows 

in succession, so we will ignore them and consider the 
other three only. They are :—

A. C. B.
12345678 12345678 12345678 
21436587 2143£587 21436587 
24135678 24163857 24163857 
42316587 42613587 42618375 
24361857 46231857 46281357 
42638175 42638175 64823175 
46283715 46283715 46283715 
64827351 64827351 64827351

Each o f these by itself would produce the first ,lead-end 
o f Bob Major, 3527486, but as in a symmetrical method 
the corresponding shunt must be made in the second half­
lead, we get the second lead-end o f Bob M ajor, 5738264.

A  gives the method which in the Plain M ajor Collec­
tion i§ called (not quite accurately) Ship wavs Double 
Court, A and B combined g ive Double Norwich, and A, 
B and C combined give Double Coslany Court. T o  all 
three, either or both o f the two Extremes (seconds and 
sevenths at lead-end and half-lead-end) can be added, but 
when the total number of, shunts, within the lead is seven, 
the bells will run round at the first lead-end.

W e are at present concerned with the combination 
A +  B + C, with and without the two Extremes.

Here we have two Plain methods which' in construction 
are very simple variations o f  Double Norwich and Double 
Oxford, but the addition o f the handstroke work and the 
backward hunting puts them into an entirely different 
class. In actual practice Coslany with its rapid move­
ment will be found to tax the skill o f  even the most com ­
petent company. Several years ago a peal o f it was all 
but rung at W illesden by a band which included Mr. C. 
T . Coles, Mr. G. R. Pye and Mr. J. E. Davis. The bob 
was then made in sixth’s place because the conductor

thought that to call the method from an inside bell with 
a fourth ’s place bob was beyond his capacity. W hen, 
however, the peal was actually rung a year or two ago, 
he turned the job  over to a younger man and far abler 
conductor, and Mr. E. C. S. Turner called it with a 
fourth’ s place bob, using a peal o f Bristol doubled by 
singles.

Double Coslany C. Double Mancroft B.
12345678 12345678
21436587 21436587
24135678 , 24135678
42315768 42315768
24351786 24351786
23457168 23457168
32547618 32547618
23456781 23456781

24365871 32547681
42638517 23456718
24368157 32546178
23461875 ' 35241687
32416857 53214678
23146587 35124768
21345678 315^486
12430587^ 13254768 *

14263857 13527486
Coslany Court is hardly suitable for being a standard 

method, but it is worthy to rank high among those that 
a first-class band needs foe special peal ringing, and it 
is ijnportant in construction for it is the foundation upon 
which Bristol Surprise is immediately based.

W e first o f  all turn It into a Treble Bob Method, and 
because we are dealing with double methods in which 
the natural coursing order, is regained at the half-lead-

not pick fnore than a half-lead
X . Bristol S.

12345678 12345678
• 21436587 21436587

12345678 12346857
21436587 21438675

24135678 24136857
42316587 42316587
24135678 24135678
42315768 42315768

24351786 24351786
23457168 23457168
32541786 32541786
23457168 35247168

32547618 53427618
23456781 35246781
32547618 32547618
23456781 23456781

X is a Surprise M ajor method, but it is useless, be­
cause six rows in every half-lead are ^repetitions, and 
those we must get rid of.

The way we do  it is simplicity itself. In the first six 
I changes the four hind bells are continuously dodging. 

Each takes one step forward and then one backwards 
(Continued on next page.)
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(Continued from previous page.) 

three times. Instead o f that we make each take three 
steps forward and then three steps backwards, which, o f
(tourse, brings them to the same opinions. 

P
: 5678 5678

6587 6587
. 5678 6857

6587 8675
V5678 6857

6587 6587
W e  then make a similar movement on the four front
below the treble, the backward steps coming- before the 
forward ones, and that will give us Bristol Surprise.

But Bristol is only one method in a group, though it 
is the best in that group. The first and obvious variation 
is to add the two Extremes, which will g ive us Premier. 
One extreme only we may not add, for that would make 
the total number o f shunts within the lead seven, and so 
bring the bells round at the first lead-end.

W e  cleared the*falseness o f X  by making the four hind 
bells take three steps o f forward hunting, followed by 
three steps o f b a cw a rd  hunting instead o f dodging con­
tinuously. II

Another way would have been to make tw o bells take 
three steps forward and three steps backw ards,‘while the 
other two are left to their dodging.

Above the treble the.first pair must for practical pur­
poses be those in 5-6, but below the treble they may be 
either the pair in 1-2 or the pair in 3-4.

R . S. T .
5678 2345 2345
6587 3254 3254
6578 3245 2354
5687 2354 3245
6578 3245 2354
6587 3254 3254

W hen we work out tfie various combinations o f these 
variations we get a number o f  quite good  methods, all 
very similar to Bristol, but all differing in some respect.

Some o f them have already been rung. As R above 
the tretde and as Bristol below is Dublin Surprise. As 
Bristol above the treble and T  below is Reverse Dublin. 
As R above and T  below has been rung and called Double 
Dublin. That was inaccurate, for it is not the double o f 
Dublin, which, in fact, cannot be doubled.

THE CURFEW.
* Oft, on a plat of rising ground,

I hear the far-off curfew sound,
Over some wide-watered shore,
Swinging stow with sullen roar.’—

John Milton, II P'enseroso.

r„ o U «  ‘ COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A  H istory  of the Society

5/6 (port free) from

‘ THE RINGING WORLD* BOAD

ELIJAH ROBERTS.
A- FAMOUS TAPPER OF CHANGES.

Last Friday was the one hundred and thirty-fourth anniversary of 
the birth of a man who, by reason of some very remarkable achieve­
ments, holds a unique place in the history of the Exercise.

They were remarkable achievements, speaking generally they were 
praiseworthy achievements, but they were not achievements that 
ordinary persons would wish to copy.

Elijah Roberts was born in Birmingham on May 23rd, 1807, and 
at the age of twelve began to take an interest in ringing, first by 
tapping changes, and then in the belfry. About the year 1821 he 
rang the second at Aston to a peal of Grandsire Triples, conducted 
by Thomas Day, the well-known composer of Treble Bob. What he 
did in the next ten years we do not know, but in 1830 he rang the 
fifth in Day’s peal of Stedman Triples, and for some fey  years after 
that he took part in most of the performances by the Birmingham, 
St. Martin’s, Youths. Among his peals was 5,104 Treble Bob Cinques, 
6,000 of Kent Treble Bob Royal, and 6,282 Grandsire Caters, the two 
latter of which he composed and conducted.

But it was as a tapper of peals on handbells that he particularly 
distinguished himself. The first was in 1824 when he was 17 years 
old. It consisted of a plain course of each of Grandsire, Plain Bob, 
Stedman and Treble Bob Triples; Grandsire Plain Bob and Treble 
Bob Major; Grandsir^ Plain Bob, Stedman and Treble Bob Caters; 
Grandsire, Plain Bob. and Treble Bob Royal; Grandsire, Plain Bob, 
Stedman and Treble Bob Cinques; Grandsire, Plain Bob and Treble 
Bob Maximus; and Treble Bob 16-in. The whole took 3 hours and 27 
minutes and was a marvellous feat of mental concentration. It, 
however, was not Roberts’ greatest, achievement. In 1827 he tapped 
a peal of Kent Maximus, 5,040 changes; and in 1830, 7,536 of the 
same method in 4 hours and 51 minutes. The bobs were called by 
Joseph Powell and the truth of the peal attested l}y several com­
petent witnesses, including Henry Cooper, James Jarvis and Charles 
Thurstans.

Three years later Roberts tapped a peal of Stedmari Cinques, com-' 
£osed by himself and conducted by Cooper. John Hopkins, John 
Letes, Henry Johnson and Daniel Woods, of Norwich, were among 
those who witnessed this peal.

About 1837 Roberts left Birmingham and eventually settled in Liver­
pool, where he was the landlord of the Derby Arms tavern. Here on 
March 23rd, 1837, he tapped the last and greatest of his peals, 19.440 
changes of Kent Treble Bob Maximus in 13 hours and 43 mi,nut£s. 
There were no expert witnesses to this, but there is no reason to 
doubt its truth.

Elijah Roberts died by his own hand on January 26th, 1865, in the 
fifty-eighth year of his age. This has sometimes been given as »an 
example of the danger a man may run by over-stimulating some of 
his mental faculties at the expense of the others, but there is no 
reason to suppose that his tapping had anything to do with his 
suicide. The evidence at the inquest was that he had been drinking 
heavily and the verdict was tfte usual one of temporary insanity.

In recent years two or three men have to some extent emulated 
Roberts’ feats, though the system they used was considerably dif­
ferent. They tapped many more complex methods than did Roberts, 
butJ did not attempt the higher numbers. Mr. John Seager tapped 
peals in several Minor methods and so did Mr. Olave E. Broyd. Mr. 
Arthur T. Morris tapped peals of Triples and Major, including Cam­
bridge and London Surprise.

Tapping is a form of change ringing which necessitates much prac­
tice and marked mental faculties. It has, in its simpler and cruder 
forms, a fascination for many people, but is quite outside the main 
stream of the art.

S IL E N T  A P P A R A T U S . \
To the Editor. . .

Dear Sir,—In your excellent article on this subject you say that 
the one difficulty now left is ‘ to ensure that the handbell in the 
belfry will strike at the exact point o f time that the clapper of the 
bell above would lmve done.’

But is this necessary? Certainly it is convenient. It would be 
inconvenient if a bell struck, say, false at one stroke on the hand­
bells and at the other on tha tower bells. But, after all, it would be 
only like having two different rings of bells in the same belfry, and 
every beginner ought to learn how to ring on strange bells.

What is essential is that the lmndbell should always strike at a 
known time, so that the striking should be under the control of the 
ringer. This is where exactness is needed,' is it not?

HERBERT DRAKE.
Ufford Rectory, Woodbridge.

BELL. ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established ISO years. ’Phone 203.

D A V ID  M A X O N . ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM
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NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of i /6 .

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g ,  S u r r e y .

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN 
MONDAY.

• The Ringing W orld ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

H E R TS A SS O C IA T IO N — Bushey.— Meeting, Satur­
day, May 31st, at the Studios, Falconer Road. Com fort­
able, pleasant room. Tea can be arranged. Handbell 
practice and social chinwag. All interested in ringing 
are welcome.

, LA N C A SH IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N . —  Manchester and 
Bolton Branches.— A silent practice and joint meeting will 
be held at St. M ark’s, W orsley, on Saturday, May 31st. 
Bells 3 to 7 p.m . Reports ready. All ten bells will be? 
available.— Joseph H. Ridyard and Peter C rook, Branch 
Secs. e

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— The annual meeting will be 
held at Chelmsford on Saturday, May 3 1st. Service in the 
Cathedral at 4 p.m ., followed by the meeting in the' 
Chapter H ouse. Tea afterwards at Cannon’s Restaurant, 
Duke Street. Tower beUs (8 , silent) and handbells dur­
ing afternoon and evening.— L. J. Clark, Gen. Sec., 36, 
Lvmftouth Avenue, Chelmsford.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C ESAN  G U ILD . —  The 
annual meeting will be held ( d . v . ) j  on W hit Monday, 
June 2nd, at Kingsthorpe, when the Vicarage grounds 
will be open. Central Committee meet at the Vicarage

- 2.45. Service 3.30, with address by the' V i6ar. Tea
4.30, followed by meeting and election o f officers. Bells 
(6 , silenced) and handbells before and after the meeting. 
— Robt. G. Black, Gen. Sec., Stamford Road, Gedding- 
ton, KAtering.

O X F O R D  D IO C ESAN  G U ILD . —  North Bucks 
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at Bletchley 
on Saturday, June 7th. Handbells 2.45 . Service 3 .30, 
followed by tea (if possible) and meeting. W ill those 
requiring tea please notify me by Saturday, May 3 1st? 
Please make an effort to attend.— R. H . H owson, Hon. 
Sec., 19, Greenfield Road, Newport Pagnell, Bletchley.

N O R TH  S T A F F O R D S H IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N . —  
The next meeting will be held at Kingsley on Saturday, 
June 7th. Handbells available from 3 p.m . W ill those 
who are staying for tea kindly notify Mr. H. Carnwell, 
Sunnyside, Kingsley, Cheadle, Staffs, on or before June 
rst? No card, no tea.— Andrew Thom pson, Hon. Sec.

A N C IE N T  S O C IE T Y  O F  C O LLE G E  Y O U T H S .- . 
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, June 7th, at 
1 he Bell Foundry, 32-34, W hitechapel Road, E .C .l, at 
3 p.m ., by kind invitation o f the treasurer, Mr. A . A. 
Hughes. Handbell ringing and a good  adjournment spot 
afterwards.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey. v

LIN CO LN  D IO C ESAN  G U IL D .— Elloe Deaneries 
Branch.— Quarterly meeting will be held at Surfleet on 
Saturday, June 7th. Service 3.30 p.m. Tea at Mermaid 
Inn, 4 p.m ., followed by business meeting. Handbells,

bowls and topical talk on lawn at Glyn Garth. W ill those 
requiring tea kindly notify Mr. R . Richardson, Glyn 
Garth, Surfleet, not later than Tuesday, June 3rd?— W . 
A. Richardson, Hon. Sec., Glenside, Pinchbeck.

E SSE X  A SSO C IA T IO N .— North-Eastern Division.—  
A meeting will be held at Ramsey on Saturday, June 
14th. Handbells 2.30 p.m . at the Vicarage. Service 4.30 
p.m. Tea 5.15 p.m. All those requiring tea must notify 
the district secretary by June 10th, or bring their o>vn 
teas. A  good  bus service-from Colchester via Mistley.—  
Leslie W right, Hon. Dis. Sec., Low er‘ Barn Farm, Ded­
ham, Colchester.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A SSO C IA TIO N  A N D  L O N ­
DON D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— North and East District.—  
A meeting will be held at Monken Hadley, near Barnet, 
on Saturday, June 14th. Handbells available from 3 p.m. 
Service at 4.30 p.m. Tea, for which notice must be re­
ceived by me not later than June 9th, ^bout 5 p .m .— T. J. 
Lock, 57, Holloways Lane, North Mimms, Hatfield, 
Herts.

Y O R K S H IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N .— Westerri Division.
-—The summer meeting will be held at Almondbury op 
Saturday, June 21st. An attractive ramble has been ar­
ranged for 3 o ’clock, starting from  Conservative Club 
(against church). Tea 'in Parish Room  (Is. 8d.) at 5 
o ’clock, names to Mr. W . E. Drans*field, 21, W estgate,

■ Almondbury, not later than Tuesday, June 17th. Busi­
ness meeting after tea. Annual reports now available. 
All welcome.— Frank Rayment, Dis. Sec., Bramley.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A N D  D IST R IC T S  A SSO C IA ­
T IO N  (Northern Branch) A N D  D U D L E Y  A N D  D IS­
T R IC T  G U IL D .— Joint meeting at Hagley (D .V .), 
Saturday, June 21st. Tow er bells (8) available for 
‘ silent ’ practice from 3 p.m. Service 4.15 p .m ., followed 
by tea. Business meeting, hahdbells and social evening. 
Reports should be obtained and subscriptions paid at this 
meeting. Numbers for 'tea by Thursday, June 19th, 
please, to B. C. Ashford, 9, Bowling Green Road, Stour­
bridge.

C H AN G E  O F A D D R E S S .— Mr. W illiam H. Hewett’ s 
new address is 119, Coleman Road, S .E .5 , not ‘ Street,’ 
as given in our last issue.

‘ T H E  C H U R C H  B ELLS O F  B E R K S H IR E .’ Part 
IH .— Reprinted from  the ‘ Journal o f the Berkshire 
Archaeological Society,’ by permission o f the society. T o  
be obtained froiji the author, Mr. Frederick Sharpe, Der- 
wen, Launton, Bicester, O xon , price Is. post free.

H A N D B E L L S  F O R  S A L E .
A fine set o f H A N D B E LLS, 2 octaves and extra acci­

dentals. in very good  order, £ 5  10s.— Royse, Crosspark, 
Totnes, South Devon.

C H A R L E S  D IC K E N S  O N  B E L L S -
‘ He went out by Islington and so on to Highgate, and sat on 

many stones and gates, but there were no voices in the bells to bid 
him turn. Since the time of noble Whittington, fair flower of mer­
chants, bells have come to have less sympathy with humankind. 
They only ring for money and on 6tate occasions. Wanderers have 
increased in number; ships leave the Thames for distant regions 
carrying from stem to stern no other cargo; the bells are silent; 
they ring out no entreaties or regrets; they are used to it and have 
grown worldly.’—From ‘ Barnaby Rudge * (1840).

ROBERT SOUTHEY on Bell Ringing.—The country’s best music, 
a music hallowed by all circumstances, which according equally with 
social exhaltation and with solitary pensiveness, though it falls upon 
many an unheeding ear, never fails to find some hearts which it 
exhilarates, and some which it softens.
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  F R E E  

f r o m  th e  
R e v. E . S . P O W E L L , S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

■. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble

Dominated Methods) ... ..................................................... 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Doable Oxford B o b ).........................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF I%5ALS—Section HI. (Doable Norwich) ... 9 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION QF TRIPLES METHODS ..................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE W ITH S.P.A.B..............................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... f  J
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ........... 3

Cambridge Surprise Major ... ........... 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Coi^rt 3
fristol Surprise Major ..................  2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ..................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................... 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ......................................................... ’ ................................... . 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells. /

'GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.: second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

* STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd. / .
* STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Anniger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method
00 5 to 11 bells, with touohes and peals, and proof and composition.

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
* SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. 0 . D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on recfeipt of postal order, from
M ill MARGARET E, SNOWDON
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s to n , L a n c s

P U B L IC A T IO N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

* BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7 jd. each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting *of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:—  Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 / 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 / - ) .
O btain able  on ly  p o st fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. 8 . POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  Vloaratfe, near D aventry.

J -  - . i - rnnLu. . .

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
E st. 1 8 2 0  ■ - -H- Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Lt d .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rioes in crease , 
p r e -w a r  q u a lity , and send  u s y o u r  old  Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w tiilst n o t in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

*---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -

Suitable for Presentation or 
W edding G ift

Correctly Modelled BEIL IKKSTAND <&«&, in Solid Silver

P rice 1 8 /6  2 2 /6  2B/6 3 3 /6  4 2 /-  52/B  B 7/6 7 8  6
The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T / n  m  T C C C I  V Jeweller
• C ,  and Optician

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SM IT H  o f  DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  & S o n s , M idland C lock  W o rk s , 

D erby, Ltd.
Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 4 5 5 6 9  Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbtridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 

Buildinp, London, E.O.4.
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A PROBLEM IN COMPOSITION.
The two peals of Spliced Surprise Major by Mr. 

Joseph W . Parker which we lately published are not 
only a very welcome reminder that his hand has not 
lost its cunning, but are proof that the problems of 
theoretic ringing are almost inexhaustible. Half a 
century ago it was commonly said that the composition 
o f peals was worked o u t ; so many men had been at the 
job that there wa^ nothing left for anyone to do. Even 
so clever a man as Sir Arthur Heywood stated publicly 
that only one problem in the science of ringing (a seven- 
part peal o f Stedman Triples) remained to be solved.

Had it been so, we should have been in a sorry case. 4 
for the intellectual efforts o f our leading composers are 
am ong the most potent o f the forces which keep the aVt 
alive. * •

The vailue o f what they do is not to be measured by the 
use to which their work can be put. W hether Mr. 
Parker’s peals are rung or not does not greatly m atter; 
what does matter is the evidence they afford o f the scope 
the science o f ringing gives for the highest intellectual 
gifts, and that the Exercise contains the men w ho have 
them.

Mr. Parker, by reason o f his age and attainments, 
shares with Mr. Gabriel Lindoff the foremost place 
am ong living composers, but fortunately they do not 
stand alone. Mr. Pitman was the first to develop the 
idea o f splicing Surprise M ajor methods on the plan in­
troduced by Henry Law James, and hard on his heels 
have c«m e younger tnen, Ernest Turner and Harold 
Cashmore.

It does not seem so very long ago when, at the Cen­
tral Council’s meeting in the Chapter House, at Salis­
bury, the question o f ringing more than one Surprise 
M ajor method in a peal was first debated. A proposal 
had been made to attempt to ring four separate quarter 
peals o f the four standard methods. W ould  the Council 
sanction such a thing ? The idea rather 'shocked some 
o f the older member j .  ‘ You are proposing to violate 
the fundamental principle on which all ringing is based, 
that o f truth.’ So said C. D. P. Davies, and not a few 
agreed with him. Others said, ‘ R ing the four methods 
if you like, but ring them as a true peal,’ but that was 
just what everyone thought could never be done. Then 
Law James had his brilliant inspiration and produced 
his peal in three-lead courses. It is 'justly entitled to 
be called an epoch-making composition, for it laid open 
a vast field for development in'actual ringing, and though 
it is itself likely to be superseded, its effect will be last- 
ing.

^Continued on page 266.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(ESTABLISH ED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
MaKers of many of the largest and most important Clocks 
x in the World.

CLOCKS R EPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E ST O R E D .

‘THE GUILDFORD GLOCK WORKS,’
Bankfield Terrace, Burley, Leeds.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t .,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved 

—as Illustration, 
get. H ALL MARKED GOLD . .  45/- 
H ALL MARKED SILVER . .  7/6 
G ILT OR.W H ITE METAL . .  4/- 
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, B B S "
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
‘ METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1/3 (post free) 

from 1 The Ringing World ' Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINO^

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

L ate  of B E R M O N D SE Y  and PECKH AM .

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

Spliced ringing has come to stay, but old prejudices 
die hard, and there are still people who object to it on 
the grounds that somfe bells (usually the tenors) do not 
ring the full courses. Already that objection has been 
partially answered. Peals have been rung which have in­
cluded full courses o f some of the methods, and Mr. 
Parker has succeeded .in introducing full courses o f as 
many as five. So far no peal has been composed in the 
four standard methods which contains a full course of 
each o f them. Though it may seem strange to the 
uninitiated, it is a harder job with these four alone than 
when Rutland is added to them tp make a fifth. Perhaps 
the problem will remain insoluble, but it will not be for 
want o f trying.

HANDBELL PEALS.
HEYINGHAM, NORFOLK.

THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Friday, May 23, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-Eight Minutes,

A t  M r . W a l t e r  C . M e d l e r ’s H o u s e ,
A PEAL O F  BOB MAJOR, 50M C H A N G E8 )

Tenor _ size 15 in B.
A l b e r t  R o u g h t ....................... 1-2 I F. N o l a n  G o l d e n  .............. 3 -6
Jack  N. A. P d m p h r e v .............  3-4 | W a l t e r  C. M e d l e r  .............. 7-8

Composed and Conilucted by F. N o l a n  G o l d e n .

BUSHEY, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Monday, May 26, 1941, in Two Hours and Twelve Minutes,
A t  t h e  R o y a l  M a so n ic  Ju n io r  S c h o o l ,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5056 CHANCE8; 
Tenor size 14 in D.

C h r is t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  1-2 I E r n e s t  C . S . T u r n e r ............. 6
E d w in  A . B a r n b t t  .............  3-4 | E d w in  Je n n i n g s .......................  7-8

C om posedly  E d g a r  W ig h t m a n  (C .C . Collection No. 139). 
Conducted by E r n e s t  C. S. T u r n e r .

SWINDON, WILTS.
THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Friday, May 30,1941, in Two Hours and Forty-Eight Minutes;
A t  8 1 , C o u n t y  R o a d ,

A P E A L  OF BOB MAJOR, 5008 C H A N G ES;
Tenor size 15 in C.

•Ivor C. N. B e l l  .............  i?2 I JW. B e r t r a m  K y n a s to n  . . .  5-6
t j A C K  S. R o b e r t s  .............  3-4 | { R e v . M . C. C. M e l v il l e  7-8
Composed by W . H a r r is o n , Conducted by R e v . M. C. C. M e l v il l e

* First peal of Major, t  First, peal ‘ in hand.’ J First peal ‘ in 
hand ’ on eight bells. First peal of Major as conductor.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD
EFFORT TO KEEP UP MEMBERSHIP.

The annual meeting of the Northern Branch of the Lincoln Diocesan 
Guild was held at Gainsborough on Saturday, May 24th. Twenty-one 
members attended, which, under present conditions, was considered 
very . good. Six silent ’ bells were ‘ rung ’ during the afternoon and 
evening, those taking part very much enjoying the feel of the ropes 
again.

A short service was conducted by the Vicar (Canon Whitworth), 
who, in his address, congratulated the members on their efforts to 
carry on now that no ringing can be done.

The business meeting was presided over by the Guild Ringing Master. 
Mr. Rupert Richardson.

The members stood a moment in silence wben Mr. F. S. W. Butler 
touchingly referred to the death of t ie  president, the Ven. Arch­
deacon Parry. - /

The hon. secretary gave a brief account of what had been done 
during 1940, together with the approximate financial position.

Canon Marsden, Vicar of Grimsby, was unanimously elected presi­
dent, the remaining officers being re-elected.

It was decided to hold a half-yearly meeting at Willineham-bv- 
Stow on August Sth. 6

Several suggestions were put forward as to how best to keep the 
members together in these difficult times, and it was agreed that a 
big effort should be made to keep up the membership total.

The meeting concluded with votes of thanks to all who had helped 
with the arrangements and to Mr. Richardson for presiding.

Exact size
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
T H E  PE A L • C O LLE C TIO N S.

(Continued from page 256.)
The peals o f Grandsire Caters and Cinques had been 

collected by Arthur Knights, and evidently "were printed 
just as h ^ 'sen t them in. Davies and Carpenter had 
carefully corrected the proofs o f their own figures, but 
apparently they never troubled whether K nights’ were 
corrected or riot, or (as is most likely), they left the 
job to Dains. The result was 39 bad m i^akes Jn the 
figures o f 114 peals. That rendered the whole thing 
valueless, for, o f course, unless a conductor can have 
absolute confidence that the figures are accurate and 
true, no collection; is o f any use to him.

The figures were given without any particular arrange­
ment, and in any case there is a sameness about peals o f 
Grandsire Caters which makes a collection o f them very 
uninteresting to the average ringer.

The second collection appeared in 1904, and dealt with 
Plain Bob and Double Oxford Bob. I was the collector 
for the-former, and J. Holme Pilkington for the latter.

Holme Pilkington was the Rector^of Framlingham in 
Suffolk. He learnt to ring rather late in life, and rang 
no more than a few  peals in the simpler methods, but he 
had some distinction as a composer o f  Bob Major. For 
three years he represented the Norwich Diocesan Asso­
ciation on the Central Council. His collection o f peals of 
Double O xford was a small one, numbering no more than 

^twenty-eight, but it was an excellent one and quite suffi­
cient. Almost every peal is one which a conductor might 
now choose to call, and that is a good  test o f the valud of 
a collection. Thirteen bear H eyw ood ’s name, for his 
band at Duffield had extensively practised the method. 
Some can hardly stand any test o f  originality, for they 
were merely adaptations o f peals in other methods, and 
a good  example is one which bears my name and is only 
the old twenty-seven courses adapted to short courses. 
It has appeared over many names in many methods from 
the timp o f John Reeves. Pilkington pointed out that 
some o f the peals may have been adaptations, but he did 
not attempt to decide the question. One o f H eyw ood’ s 
peals was a 7,008, which he had rung as the longest in 
the method. It is false. Dains added a peal o f his own, 
also false, and so are one or tw o that he added to the 
Plain Bob.

The proof reading o f the book again was bad, and 
there are many mistakes for which the committee were 
responsible.

Looking back after forty years I may perhaps be 
allowed to use my work as the collector o f the Bob 
M ajor peals for an illustration o f  the difficulties o f mak­
ing a good  collection and as a warning for the future.

I had studied the com position of Bob M ajor fairly 
deeply, and knew pretty well what the method was cap­
able of. The majority o f the best'com posers rather 
despised it as being too simple for their serious notice. 
As I have already mentioned, I had made a very fair 
collection o f peals and a large numbet* o f others were 
sent me by various people. W hen the book was due for 
printing Davies asked me to m#ke a selection, which 
most people then thought, and many probably would 
still think, was quite an easy thing to do. If the col­
lection was to number a couple o f hundred peals, all 
that was necessary (so it would seem) was to pick out 
the best couple o f hundred and send them in.

But it was not nearly so simple as that. There were 
several ways o f choosing the peals. Those selected 
might be the ones most suitable for the conductor’s use, 
or they might fye the clevefest from the com poser’ s point 
o f view, (X- they might be those which best represented 
what the method is capable of— simple and complex—  
or I could have allotted the available space among the 
men who had sent in figures, and given their peals 
roughly in proportion to the number they had provided. 
W hichever way it was done, it was sure, in the par­
ticular circumstances, to cause some dissatisfaction.

Throughout the history of the Exercise we find 
examples o f the men who have written text books being 
faced consciously or unconsciously with similar diffi­
culties. On the one hand they wished to give the best 
in their books, on the other they wished to figure as 
clever composers and the two interests clash. The 
Clavis avoided the difficulty best o f all. Almost all the 
compositions in it are by John Reeves, one • of three 
authors, but his claim 'to them is generally asserted in 
the preface and no name is given below the actual 
figures! Shipway put names to all the peals, his own 
included, and so created the impression that he was try­
ing to advertise his skill. Sottanstall and others car­
ried it much further, and actually did harm to their re­
putations. Both Shipway and Sottanstall did compose 
really fine peals, but readers are more apt to remember 
that they passed off variations o f older peals as their 
own than to give- them the credit they fairly earned by 
their genuine work. Jasper Snowdon did not-attem pt 
to be a composer, and for that reason was the better 
author.

The selection I made was intended to represent the 
best the method could produce and to illustrate its his­
tory. Looking back now with complete detachment, I 
think it was quite a good  selection.

'I t  appeared in the book not quite as I sent it in, for 
Davies altered the arrangement, and Dains added one 
or two peals. W hen I saw it in priat I was disap­
pointed. I did not like the arrangement, there were too 
many mistakes in proof reading, and my name appeared 
at the foot o f too many peals. Out of 191 compositions, 
35 were my own production, and naturally there were 
people who said that I had exploited the Council’s pub­
lication for my own benefit. It was ndt really true, for 
when I made the selection I waa more concerned to in­
clude the peals I thought necessary than to bother about 
who had composed them, nor was the proportion o f my 
peals greater' than that o f the collector in the other 
methods.

I made up my mind then that never again would I- be 
responsible for any selection o f peals if names o f com ­
posers were added, for the rivalries between them were 
so keen and the disputes as to ownership so many' that 
it was almost impossible to judge £ composition ob­
jectively. It so happened, however, that I could not 
keep to my resolution. W hen  I prepared the 'Collection of 
Plain M ajor Methods I worked out a number o f suitable 
peals for those methods for which none then existed, 
and I wished to have them printed without any com ­
poser’s nam e; but Law James strongly objected and 
insisted on initials being added— on the whole, I think, 
a worse plan than giving full names.

My selection of peals o f Bob M ajor was quite a good 
one, but it was very little use as it was printed. After 

(Continued on next page.)
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
(Continued from previous page.)

I sent it in I had no more to do with it. The committee 
ought to have seen that it was printed without m istakes; 
and if they had been up to their job they Ought to have 
added explanatory letterpress, or got somebody to do 
it for them. And they ought to have made sure that no 
false peal was included in any publication for which they 
were responsible. It is easy to be wise now after the 
event, and the chief good these early collections: o f peals 
did was to show ws what mistakes we must avoid in any 
future publications.

Just as the book was going to press Davies asked 
me for some peals of Royal and Maximus. I had made 
no collection o f them and I had to supply some offhand. 
For that part of the book there is little good to be said.

The third collection dealt with Double Norwich and 
was a complete failure. The peals were badly collected, 
badly selected, badly proved, badly arranged and badly 
printed. Davies knew nothing about Major composi­
tion, and exercised no supervision; Dr. Carpenter was 
hardly more interested; and Dains, on whom, as 
both the collector for the method and a member o f {he 
committee, the work devolved, was the last man who 
should have undertaken to prepare a book in all its 
stages.

After this failure Davies asked me to join the com ­
mittee and prepare the Treble Bob peals for the press. 
I did so, and I had a long but fairly straightforward 
task. Something had been learnt from past mistakes, 
and there was Jasper Snowdon’s book on Treble Bob 
to serve as a model. I spent many hours bringing that 
collection up to date. The number o f peals that came 
into my hands was enormous. 1 searched every avail­
able source, whether in print or in manuscript, and I 
carefully edited and arranged the figures. The number 
of the sections and sub-sections into which the peals 
were grouped ran to many hundreds, and I wrote a long 
descriptive introduction.

The intention had been to print another book, but it 
began to be clear to everybody that there was no great 
demand nor need for these collections of peals, and my 
work never got into type. It was, however, not alto­
gether wasted. H. T. S. Richardson proved all the 
peals (a very big  job ), Mrs. Fletcher typed them, and 
the Council’s library’ now contains what is probably the 
biggest and most complete collection o f peals which will 
ever be made for any one method. It is available for 
the use of anyone who really needs such a collection.

Collectors had been appointed for all methods and a 
great mass o f peals of Stedman Triples and Caters, Sur­
prise Major, Duffield and others were sent to the com ­
mittee. I came across the papers not long ago and, 
after binding them roughly, handed them to the Coun­
cil’s librarian. The manuscripts have historical in­
terest, some beinf^ autographed copies o f compositions 
by leading • composers like Heywood, Bulwer, Arthur 
Knights and others, but the peals, if published, 1 would 
not have been o f much use to-day. Almost all the Sted­
man Caters, for instance, are old-fashioned all-tittum 
peals.

The attempt to make and publish complete collections 
o f peals was an important part o f the Council’s early 
activities and that must be my excuse for dealing so 
fully with the matter.

WORCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
SATISFACTORY ANNUAL MEETING.
Office of Clerical Secretary Left Vacant.

The facts that Worcester is so fully ‘ occupied ’ that a» room could 
hardly be found available for handbell ringing, and that no catering 
establishment could undertake any arrangement for tea, did not 
detract from quite a good attendance at the annual meeting of the 
Worcestershire and Districts Association on Saturday, May 17tli. A 
total of 43 members was present at the business meeting, including 
visitors from Cheltenham, Bristol and one in khaki from Chichester, 
while others * looked in ’ during the course of the evening.

In the absence of the president (the Dean of Worcester), who had 
a priof engag^nent, the Master, Mr. S. T. Holt, presided over the 
meeting, held in the Chapter House.

The report and balance sheet were adopted, Mr. E. E. Barber, 
auditor, referring to the satisfactory total of the association’s funds.
* The librarian (Mr. C. W. Cooper) itgain reported a very quiet year. 
Only three applications for six bpoks were made, and members were 
again reminded of the facilities provided for books on loan and were 
urged to put the library to better use.

The librarian said he had received from the relatives of the late 
Mr. Harry Ma6on, of Hagley, a complete set of the association reports 
from its foundation, and these, beautifully bound, were on view. 
Enquiries revealing he had had these bound at his own expense, a 
very hearty vote of thanks was given to Mr. Cooper for his generosity, 
while the secretary was instructed to write a letter of thanks to Mr. 
Mason’s relatives.

In passing, it may be remarked that this is at- present the only 
complete set of reports of the Worcestershire Association known to 
be in existence, a second set already in the library being short of 
the years 1911-12. Theft should be easily obtainable, but of the series 
in the general secretary’s possession, and despite efforts to obtain 
it, the report for 1886 is missing. It will be appreciated if any mem­
ber knowing of the existence of a copy will Communicate with the 
secretary.

The Dean of Worcester was re-elected president, and a discussion 
arose on the election of a clerical secretary, the office being vacant 
through the death of the Rev. G. W. Webb. No name was forth­
coming, and it was eventually decided to lea.ve this office vacant for the 
moment.

All the remaining officers were re-elected en bloc, and a vote of 
thanks to them for their services was supported by several speakers.

It was decided that the Master should arrange for the annual peal 
to be rung on handbells, and Worcester was again chosen (D.V.) for 
the next annual meeting.

Two new performing members were unanimously elected—Miss Janet 
Peat and Miss Christine Richardson, aged 11 years (daughter of the 
late Rev. H. S. T. Richardson), both of the Malvern Abbey School 
Guild. In presenting these names for election, the secretary read a 
letter from Miss Monica Richardson, the moving spirit of the Guild, 
stating these young ringers had both rung several 720’s of Minor, and 
touches of Grandsire and Bob Major on handbells, and that the Guild 
were now practising Oxford Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

On the proposition of Mr. W. C. Dowding, it was decided that the 
secretary should write to Mr. J. S. Goldsmith, expressing the associa­
tion’s sympathy with him in his illness and expressing the sincere 
hope for a speedy return to his normal health and activities. Mr. 
Goldsmith’s work for the Exercise could not be measured, and the 
speaker appealed for a wider and more individual support for ‘ The 
Ringing World,’ and so relieve the Editor of some of his difficulties.

Tne meeting decided that, the cost of tea at the annual meetings 
for the duration of war be T3orne by the members themselves.

A vote of thanks to the Dean and Chapter for the use of the 
Cliapter House concluded the business.

The members, later attended choral evensong in the Cathedral, 
following which the disappearance of the Master led to the supposi­
tion that he was exerting pressure and undue influence to obtain a 
room, for handbells. In this he was eventually successful, and the 
ringing ranged from tunes and Grandsire Doubles, a la * Skinny 
Lizzie,' to Treble Bob Major and Stedman Caters.

M IDLAND CHURCHES D A M A G E D .
RINGERS LOSE THEIR HOMES.

In a recent blitz on a Midland town another well-known church 
was destroyed by incendiaries, while a high explosive bomb of heavy 
calibre fell in the churchyard outside the south wall, making a huge 
crater and demolished everything except the tower, which, however, 
is cracked from top to bottom.

The Vicaragc and Parish Hall were also badly damaged by blast, 
as also was tlie home o f Mr. J. E. Moreton, captain of the tower for 
many years.

This is the ‘ home ’ tower of Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Beamish. Their 
residence escaped damage except for one broken window.

The Parish Church of the same town was also, badly damaged by 
blast, but the extent of the injuries to this tow£T is not yet known.

The homes of two well-known ringers connected with this tower, 
Messrs. T. W. Chapman and D. H. Argyle, were, we are sorry to 
report, completely demolished, but both they and their families are.

1 happily, safe.
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L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .
LIVERPOOL BRANCH MEETING.

St. Nicholas’ , the old Parish Church of Liverpool, has been burnt 
out and destroyed by enemy action, but, happily, the tower still 
stands, and there on Saturday, May 24th, a meeting of the Liverpool 
Branch of the Lancashire Association was held.

A good number of members attended, the front eight bells Were 
used with tied clappers and several touches were rung on the hand­
bells. The president (the Rov. Arthur Scott) was a welcome visitor 
and he took the chair at the meeting. In his address he expressed 
his pleasure at beirig present and congratulated the branch on hold­
ing the meetings and on their efforts to keep the association’s flag 
flying.

The secretary said he had received a letter from the Rector of 
Liverpool (the Rev. D. Rail ton) saying thkt he was going away for 
a time. He is suffering from a severe internal injury and it is hoped 
that a few weeks’ rest will bring him freedom from pain. The meet­
ing extended to him their sympathy in his illness.

It was reported that Mr. E. Gibbins had recently .celebrated his 
golden wedding jubilee. He had written a letter thanking the mem­
bers of the branch for their congratulations on the occasion.

It gave the meeting much pleasure to hear that Mr. J. S. Goldsmith 
had left hospital for home, and hopes were ex^essed that he was 
completely restored to health. It was moved and seconded that 
letters of sympathy should be sent to the Rector of St. Mary-on-tlie- 
Hill, Walton, and to the Vicar of St. Luke’s, Liverpool. Both these 
churches with their bells have been destroyed in recent air laids.

After some discussion it was decided to hold the next meeting at 
St. Nicholas’ . It will* be the third meeting there this year. The 
advantages of a central meeting place were pointed out while travel­
ling is so'difficult.

Supporting the president were the Rev. D. P. Roberts and the 
hon. treasurer, Mr. C. I. Davies. The towers represented were BeBing- 
tori, Bootle, Huy ton, Oxton, Rock Ferry, Southport, Woolton, Orms- 
kirk, Prescot and Liverpool (St. Nicholas’ ). Altogether it was a very 
representative meeting.

HANDBELLS IN A  M O TO R-CAR.
Handbells have been rung in many queer places, and peals and 

quarter-peals have been brought round in trains, charabancs, on 
ocean liners and even in bed. Not many quarter-peals, however, can 
have been rung in the confined space of a private motor-car, but on 
Saturday week, while travelling betw'een Swindon, WTilts, and Ciren­
cester, Glos, a distance of lfi miles, a djuarter-peal of Grandsire Doubles 
was rung by the following : Ivor Bell 1-2 and Jack Roberts 3-4, in 
the back seat; Dennis Smout 5-6, in-the front seat.' The Rev. Malcolm 
Melville was both driver and conductor.

M R. D RAKE AND B A C K W A R D  HUNTING.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,*—I rather wonder whether Mr. Drake knows what people 
are referring to when they speak of backward hunting. It is pretty 
evident he does not, and, therefore, it seems futile for him to argue 
whether it is properly named or not. However, here is a test. Will 
he answer this question P The work of the. second in a plain course 
of London Surprise: which part of it is- what we call forwaid hunt­
ing, and which part is what we call backward hunting?

He sayi I maae no attempt to answer parts of his letter. That is 
true, but the reason was not because they were incontrovertible, but 
because they were beside the point. Actually his letter is full of 
errors, and two of them show how little he really has understood the 
subject. He says that what he calls contrary motion goes On until 
there is a snapping blow, or some odd number of places are made, 
when ordinary motion will supervene and the. rows be inverted. > 
Actually on any even number of bells there must be an even number 
of places at every change; and there can never be an odd number 
(nought counts as an even number). And on any (Jdd number of bells 
there must, be an odd number of places in every change, and there 
can never be an even number.

Also instead of it being impossible for one bell to be hunting for­
ward at the same time others are hunting backward (as he asserts), 
that is the only way changed are produced or can be produced.

J. A. TROLLOPE.

SPLICED SURPRISE M AJOR.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Please allow me to congratulate Mr. J. W. Parker on 
obtaining his composition- of Spliced Surprise Major in five methods' 
containing a full course of each method.

As kindly pointed out by Mr. E. C. S. Turner, I did some work in 
this direction a few years ago and produced a composition on a 
similar plan in the four methods, London, Rutland, Cambridge and 
Superlative As regards London, Bristol, Cambridge and Superlative,
I had not completed my investigations when other matters claimed 
my attention, and through lack of time chiefly I have not since taken 
the matter up.

Seeing that others are interested in the matter, there is no doubt 
one will be obtained in the latter in four methods also.

# A. J. PITMAN.
40, Pentyla, Aberavon, Port Talbot.
HUGHENDEN, BUCKS.—On Saturday, May 10th, in Hughenden 

belfry, a quarter-peal of Bob Major (1,280 changes) in 37 minutes : H. 
Wingrove (conductor) 1-2, Miss D. R. Fletcher 3-4, R. Lee 5-6, Miss
V. Look (first quarter-peal ‘ in hand ’ ) 7-8. n

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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WEARS & 
STA1NBANK,

F o u n d ry  
E sta b lish e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12th year 
o f1 reign of 

Elizabeth).

IB e ll fo u n d e rs  St 
IB c 11 h a n g  e r  s ,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.l.

Telephone B is h o p s g a te  8 8 4 9

I SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR. I 
4 8  c w t . O qp. 5  lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for 

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E L L S
in sets of any number.

THE EDITOR’S MESSAGE
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF WIDESPREAD SYMPATHY.

The first words I write for ‘ The Ringing World,’ after returning 
home from hospital and so long an enforced absence from the editorial 
chair, must be to express my deep and heartfelt thanks to all those 
hundreds of ringers throughout the country who have sent me mes­
sages of sympathy in my illness and their good wishes for my recovery.

It is in times of adversity that one finds one's truest friends, and 
the widespread and wonderful display of kindly thought that has 
been exhibited towards me during the trying ordeal through which 
I have passed has been a revelation and on6 of the greatest sources 
of encouragement.

I regret sincerely that it will be a physical impossibility for me to 
reply individually to the innumerable letters and messages I have 
received, and I trust that all who have written will accept, through 
this channel, my warmest thanks for their sympathy and kindly 
wishes, which have cheered me through many dark hours and helped 
me back to the stage of convalescence. These thanks are no formal 
acknowledgment, but are as sincere as any that could be conveyed by 
private letter. v

After one hundred days in hospital and an illness so severe, the 
period of recuperation is likely tj> be fairly lengthy, and resumption 
of normal duties may not be possible for a while yet, but I want 
to assure all those who have shown such kindly interest that there is 
every prospect of unimpeded progress to full recovery.

In the meantime, the task of carrying on ‘ The Ringing World ’ 
will continue to be in the capable hands of Mr. J. A. Trollope, to 
whose ungrudging labours during the past months not only I, but the 
wTiole Exercise, owe a debt of gratitude. Of that, however, I shall 
have something to say on a future occasion. For the moment Mr. 
Trollope is still carrying on.

J. S. GOLDSMITH, .Editor.

&ELFRY GOSSIP.
The handbell party which lias been meeting at Aldershot will lose 

heavily by the departure, which has now taken place, of Sergt. John 
Freeman, who, in happier times, is, like his father and brother, a 
member of Lincoln Cathedral band. During bis stay in the south 
Sergt Freeman has conducted several handbell peals/ including a 
recent one of Stedman Caters. , /

The wedding of Mr. N. M. Newby, hon. secretary of the Furness 
j  and Lake District Branch of the Lancashire Association, and Miss 
I S. E. Postleth waite, of Swalkmoor, took place on Whitsun Tuesday. 

They will have the best wishes of all the association members and 
there may be a wedding peal in the future.

At Taunton the local band are carrying on by holding handbell 
practices every Monday evenpig at St. James’ . With the assistance of 
Mr. T. H. Taffender, who is staying in the neighbourhood, they have 
rung Stedman Triples and Caters, Grandsire Triples and Caters and 
Bob Major. Mr. W. H. Lloyd is the organiser.

The Society for the Archdeaconry of Stafford was formed on June 
2nd, 1883.

The first twelve-ibell peal in Birmingham, one of 5,324 Grandsire 
Cinques, was rung on June 3rd, 1773, at St. Martin’s.

John W Taylor, of the famous Loughborough bell foundry, died 
on June 4th, 1919.

On June 4th, 1762. the ten bells at St. Mary-le-Bow, Cheapside, were 
rung for the first time.

On the same date in 1898 Holt’s Original was rung non-conducted 
at St. John’s, Waterloo Road.

The Suffolk men rang Day’s long peal of Treble Bob Major at 
Debenham on June 6th, 1892, and on June 8tli, 1906, the Lancashire 
men beat it at Mottram. The numbers of changes were 16,608 and 
16.800.

The record peal of Bob Major, 18,144 changes, was rung at Ben- 
niUfSton’ Hertfordsllire» on June 5th 1933. Mr. S. Carter conducted.

The first peal of St. Blaise Surprise Major* was rung at Guildford 
on June 8th, 1927. •

What was, we believe, the first double-handed peal of Minor on 
handbells in seven methods was rung on June 3rd, 1891, at St. Alban* 
and conducted by Mr. John Christopher Mitchell. It contained York­
shire Court, for nobody knew then and for some time afterwards that 
the method will not produce a true 720.

Fifty years ago to-day nine peals were rung. They' consisted of 
Grandsire Triples 3, Caters 1, Bob Major 2, Kent Treble Bob Major 1, 
Oxford 1 , and Minor 1.

BELL ROPES, M UFFLES &c.

C H U R C H  B E L L S  A N D  IN V A S IO N .
The leaflet giving instructions to the public in the event of invasion, 

which has this week been distributed throughout the country, con­
tains the following paragraph:—

7. Wlief does it mean when the church bells are rung? It is a 
warning to the local garrison that troops have been seen landing from 
the air in the neighbourhood of the church in question. Church 
bells will not be rung all over the country as a general warning that 
invasion has taken place. The ringing of church hells in one place 
will not be, taken up in neighbouring churches. - |

We were able to give details of this extract several weeks ago.
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FORTY YEARS ON.
R E C O LLE C TIO N S O F A M E M O R A B LE  IR ISH  

. V IS IT .
Hitherto Unpublished Sidelights.

Two paragraphs in * Belfry Gossip ’ last week are another reminder 
of the flight of time. They recalled tlfat 40 years ago ‘ J. S. Gold­
smith conducted the first peaj in a Surprise method ever rung out of 
England,’ and that the first peal rung on the sea, was completed 
between Ireland and Wales.,

It doesn’t seem 40 vears ago that that memorable trip to Ireland 
was made, and I still have nappy recollections of some of the inci­
dents of those five hectic days. In these times of enforced inactivity, ' 
therefore, it may not be out of place to recall some of the sidelights 
(which, as far as I remember, have not hitherto appeared in print) 
as well as the main objectives of that visit, although, naturally, they 
can only be viewed through the mists of time.

Exactly how the trip came to be arranged I do not now precisely 
recollect, but—he will correct me if I am wrong—I believe Bill Barber 
(now so long ; of Newcastle ’ ) had been working in Dublin, whither 
Gabriel Lindoff went to take charge of the new St. Patrick’6 Cathedral 
bells, and as a result, on Bill’s return to England, a peal ringing 
visit to Erin was discussed and eventually took shape at Whitsun, 
1901. I was fortunate enough to be invited to be cne of the party.
I was easily the junior of the company, and .almost a pygmy among 
ringing giants—William, Ernest and Bob Pye, William Barber, 
William Short, Isaac Shade, James George, names to conjure with 
even in those days, and John Buffery, who had much earlier made a 
name in Birmingham.

It was the first occasion on which I had met the Pyes, and I met 
them at three o’clock in the morning in the uncomfortable third-class 
cabin of the cross-channel steamer. I had reached Holyhead with 
the other two Bills some hour or two ahead of the London boat train, 
and we had tried to doze on the hard wooden seats of the cabin. 
Under the circumstances the dozing was, to say the least, fitful, and 
the London contingent, haying searched us put aboard, found at least 
one owl-like traveller awaiting them. Later that day on arrival in 
Dublin we were a lot of very tired travellers, and I have recollections 
of some of us trying to snatch a  little sleep on the hard boards up 
in St. Patrick’s ringing' chamber—but those who have tried that sort 
of nap know how difficult it is.

However, by evening we were ready for the fray, and in 3 hours
51 minutes rang a peal of Kent Treble Bob Royal at St. Patrick’s, 
with a 45 cwt. tenor [there were only ten bells at St. Patrick’s then 
and for many years after). This peal was recorded as ‘ the first peal 
of Treble Bob Royal fung out of Great Britain.’ And thereby hang*

AN UNDISPUTED CLAIM.
A few years before therfe had been two incidents; one concerned a 

peal of Treble Ten at the opening of St. Patrick’s bells in 1897 and 
was spoken of with almost bated breath, because, in the first place, 
there were men in the peal whose honesty was above suspicion, and, 
secondly, those who spoke o f  it seemed not quite sure of the facts. 
The second incident had occurred in 1899; it was the dispute over 
the 17,000 of Double Norwich Major at Kidlington. Both peals had 
been' conducted by James W. Washbrook, who, at the time of our 
Irish visit, had oecome custodian and instructor at Arklow, Co. 
Wicklow, which church we hoped to visit. 0

Now the story about the Treble Ten at St. Patrick’s was that the 
peal, as rung, was false. It was described in the official recording 
as a composition by Henry Johnson, but something must have hap­
pened in the calling to send the bells astray. They rolled home all 
right, but one man, at least, in the band observed that the peal, 
which had. begun with a bob Wrong and thus with the whole plain 
course, had finished with a bob Middle, which produced the plain 
course again. How far this had been a ‘ wangle,’ arising originally 
out of a mistake, or how far it was one of those acts of mental 
carelessness to which* Washbrook, one of the greatest conductors of 
all time, was known to be susceptible, remains, I believe, untold.' 
Eventually, however, it became known that the peal, as rung, was 
not true. But the record was never withdrawn, at least up to the 
time of our visit to Ireland, although I believe the conductor had 
admitted the facts in a letter to someone who had challenged him 
on the subject. Be that as it may, the claifn which we made to the 
first peal of Treble Ten outside Great Britain was never disputed.

That peal was rung on the Friday night. On Saturday morning 
five of the * brass hats * knocked off a peal of Stedman Caters on 
handbells, and in the evening we rang a short-course peal of Stedman 
Caters at Christ Church' Cathedral. For some of the ringers this latter 
was tough going. The back-enders had their work cut out, and 
Gabriel Lindoff stood by as spare man. He came up into the tower 
at intervals to see how things were going, and on one visit brought 
with him an orange. Bill Pye, on the ninth, had apparently got 
thirsty. At an appropriate moment, when Bill’s ^)ell was up at -back 
stroke, he opened his mouth, and Gay popped in a bit of orange. 
But he rather over-estimated the capacity of Bill’s mouth, and it 
seemed quite a while, during which everyone was ready to burst with 
laughter, before Bill could snut his mouth again. It might have cost 
us the peal.

A DIZZY STAIRCASE. ^
On Sunday afternoon we made an attempt for a peal of Stedman 

Caters at the Roman Catholic Cathedral, but lost it for some reason 
which I now forget. There are, or were, one or two curious features 
about this tower, which was known as ‘ 'twenty-seven by twelve,’ from 
its dimensions. The ringing chamber was more than twice as long 
as it was wide, and the ropes hung in straight lines along the walls, 
five on one side, three on the other, with one at each end.’

The ringing chamber was approached by a hair-raising iron spiral 
staircase—at any rate it was hair-raising for those wlio were not used 
to it. I have never visited the church since, but in my dreams I 
have more than once climbed that endless spiral, and saved myself 
by my eyebrows from falling from its dizzy height. The explanation 
of the installation of this stairway, if I remember right, was that the 
church was greeted, the tower carried up as a continuation of the 
front of the building, the bells hung and the scaffolding dismantled 
before it was realised that no staircase leading to the ringing cham­
ber had been provided. So the open iron spiral steps were carried up 
from a gallery beneath the tower. I remember even now seeing one 
very nervous ringer among the visitors negotiate the first part of the 
downward journeys on his hands and knees, to the amusement of the 
rest of the party—who had already reached safety at the bottom.

On Whit Monday we went to Arklow as gue6te of the newly-formed 
Irish Association. It was a day of rare experiences. We attempted 
a peal of Superlative in the morning, which, to my surprise, I was 
asked to ball. I felt that no greater compliment could have been 
paid to the junior .member of the party. But after an hour or so a 
broken rope put an end to the peal. The ropes were fairly new; the 
cause of the break was a mystery which we did not attempt to probe.

The Earl of Carysfort, upon whose estate the church was situated1,- 
entertained the Irish Association that day to lunch, which was served 
in a large rjhrquee. It was the association’s annual meeting and 
the business was to follow lunch. Everyone was in the gayest o f 
spirits, and, as is the wont on such occasions of hospitality, there 
were complimentary speeches and thanks. Then the company <f*S' 
persed to enjoy ringing at the church and the beauty of the park 
and gardens.

Too late it was realised that the whole purpose of the gathering, 
which had brought ringers from manv parts of Ireland, had been 
overlooked—the business meeting had been forgotten! I have never 
heard how Gabriel Lindoff recorded th€ proceedings in the minutes, 

TWO GREAT RINGERS BRIDGE A CHASM.
The day provided many surprises, but one incident might have 

marred for us the whole visit. Happily it didn’t. We visitors had 
had qualms beforehand, but the upshot brought a feeling of un­
qualified relief and satisfaction. It originated in the disputed Kidling­
ton peal rung two years before. The facts are open for all to read 
who like to turn up the files of ‘ The Bell News ’ of the time, and the 
two chief figures have passed on, so that there is no harm ip briefly 
recalling what had happened. On April 3rd, 1899, at Erith, a band, 
with William Pye as conductor, had set up a new Double Norwich 
Major record; on May 22nd, James Washbrook called a longer length 
at Kidlington. William Pye was a listener to that peal and imme­
diately the record was published he disputed -its validity on account 
of some of the ringing and avowed that a certain course end had 
been forced up.

This led to a bitter controversy and to the production of figures by 
Washbrook, which Pye declared were, not those that were rung. The 
affair left these two 'great ringers, to put it mildly, thoroughly 
estranged. Now on this tour they would for the first time since the 
dispute come face to face. What would be the reaction? That was 
what troubled some of us. |

They met; they shook hands; they smiled—and all was well. After­
wards they rang handbells together and the chasm which had pre­
viously yawned Detween them was closed. Looking back, that meet­
ing, to those who knew how bitter had been the correspondence, was 
a great gesture by two greet ringers and stands out in my mind as 
a striking example to those who, even in these days, ftae ready to 
nurse petty grievances in the belfry.

The following day was the last of our stay in Ireland and it was a 
successful one. The Superlative was rung at Bray on one of the most 
glorious rings of eight (the tenor is 30 cwt.) I have ever listened to. 
The official record stated that I ‘ conducted’ the peal. It is true I 
called the bobs, but ‘ conducting ’ was unnecessary with a band which 
consisted of John Buffery on the treble, William Short, George R. 
Pye, Isaac G. Shade, William H. Barber, myself, Ernest Pye and 
William Pye.

MINOR CONTRETEMPS.
In the evening, with Messrs. R‘. R. Cherry and Gabriel Lindoff, we 

rang a peal of Stedman Caters at St. Patrick’s, Dublin. Mr. Cherry 
was a member of the Bar and later became Lord Chief Justice of Ire­
land. He came back into ringing after more than 20 years’ absence when 
St. Patrick’s bells were installed, having learned to ring in his native 
Waterford and scored his first peal fchere iivl873. The peal of Sted­
man Caters and the conclusion of our successful visit naturally needed 
celebration, and we were entertained at Mr. Cherry’s home on College 
Green. We English were a very tired crowd, more asleep than awake 
by the time we were seated round the table, 60 nearly asleep indeed 
that one (who shall still remain unnamed) put a plate of food upside- 
down into \iis lap while he nodded over the cloth.

0 (Continued on next page.)
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I, too, have to confess to an accident which has never been told 
in print before. Into a glass containing claret I tried to direct 
lemonade from a siphon. Alas, I had the angle of the glass wrong. 
The force behind the lemonade shot the lot over our hostess, Mrs. 
Cherry. Never have I wished more devoutly than at that moment 
that the floor would open and swallow me. But, lady that she was, 
Mrs. Cherry took the unfortunate contretemps in good part and 
laughed it off.

Coming across the Irish Sea the next day the first peal on the sea 
was rung—and there wasn’t another until 1954 on the Mediterranean. 
The Pyes and the other two Bills made up the band. With James 
George and Ike Shade as umpires, they went down into a corner of the 
forward saloon and knocked off Stedman Caters. It was a daylight 
crossing and they missed the pleasure of the upper deck, but they 
made history, finishing in the nick of time as the ship glided up 
Holyhead harbour.

That evening we rang at Bangor the first Surprise peal in Wales 
and then parted company. I stayed on in Bangor with relatives until 
the end of the week to visit some of'the beautjr spots in North Wales.

The reminiscences of this trip would not be quite complete were I 
not to add a personal note which lias nothing to do with the actual 
ringing. I was employed on a newspaper in Eastbourne at the time, 
and was naturally* more than keen to he able to accept the invitation 
to take part in the excursion. My greatest anxiety ,was to know how 
to get the necessary leave, in a firm where holidays were only grudg­
ingly given. Whitsuntide, too, in a seaside resort was not a good 
time to expect to be allowed to be absent from work. In making 
my request, therefore, with a bit of special pleading to be away 
4 over Whitsun ’ I was most careful not to say how long dPer Whitsun; 
to have told the whole truth would have b%en fatal. And so I went 
without leaving any address that would find me in order that I could 
not be recalled. I reached home on Saturday; 011 Sunday I met a 
colleague who immediately wanted to know ‘ where I had been all 
the week ’ and warning me of the wire consequences that awaited me 
when the ‘ gov’nor ’ met me the next day.

I went to the office with some trepidation, was questioned by> my 
editor, who refrained from verbally chastising me because, I think, 
of what was to come from the ‘ boss,’ ,who, I was told, had been 
storming at my absence all the previous week. Presently the boss’ 
ponderous footsteps came through the outer pffice; I expected to be 
metaphorically slung into the street; I tried to console myself in 
those few moments with the thought that my holiday had been worth 
even that. He strode into the editorial room; I don’t; know if I 
actually quaked, but all he said in his deep gruff voice was, ‘ Hello! 
I thought you were lost!’

And tlyit is how I got away with it. J. S. G.

S IL E N T  A P P A R A T U S E S .
To the Editor. -

Dear Sir,—Before the war I was experimenting with three types of 
bell silencers. A, the Launton type, consisted o f  a clapper bar fitted 
with a small striker operated by centrifugal force at handstroke and 
by gravity at backstroke. After much trial and error I succeeded in 
making the apparatus strike the bell at the same moment as the 
clapper whatever position the bell is in after it lias been raised slightly. 
The principle aimed at was to produce the nominal or fifth partial 
tone of the bell commencing from the bottom, and not to let the bell, 
as a whole, vibrate. It succeeded admirably and we found the ap- 

aratus very useful at Launton, especially as one could teach a 
eginner to rise and fall as well. The effect was that the bells 

sounded an octave higher than normal, and the sound not being of a 
penetrating* nature, while reasonably loud near the bells, would not 
carry more than '100 yards approximately from the church.

The second*type (type 3) is or was in use at All Saints’ , Oxford, 
and consists of a wooden device to restrict the movement of the 
clapper so that it gives the bell a very light blow. The same applies 
to Type C or the portable type, which is made of leather and 
within certain limits can be carried about in a small attache case 
and in a few moments easily adjusted to fit any bell. Type C was 
used for the peals at Bray and Sherborne Abbey, and a great num­
ber were in use before the war in all parts of the country.

Unfortunately, all types are of no use under the conditions im­
posed by the ‘ ban,’ as the bell is struck in each instance; but the 
device in Type A could be used as a switch for an electrical apparatus, 
and as it opejates at the same time as the clapper would normally 
strike whatever position the bell may be in should be useful. I will 
gladlv put this device at the disposal of the Exercise.

FREDERICK SHARPE.
Derw’en, Launton, Bicester.

E N D O W M EN TS FOR BELL ROPES
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Referring to the article 011 endowments for bell ropes 
in ‘ The Ringing World,’ page 245, may I say that the endowment 
at Yaxham, Norfolk, of Is. per annum for bell ropes is still in 
existence. E. W. BLYTH.

Northrepps Rectory, Cromer. %

LONG PEALS ON HANDBELLS.
To-day is the thirtieth anniversary of a peal of Bob Major, 13,440 

changes, at Pudsey, which at the time ranked as the longest iii hand. 
Altogether only five peals of over 10,000 changes have so far been 
rung on handbells, but the record has reached 19,738, and we imagine 
it will be long before that is exceeded.

On Tuesday, October 16th, ,1883, the Birmingham Amalgamated 
Society rang 10,176 changes of Grandsire Major in four hours and 
fifty-five minutes. Grandsire on even bells had been for long popular 

#with the Birmingham men, and they rang 6,720 changes of Major on 
handbells in 1880. John Carter composed and called the long peal, 
which had the 120 course ends and the tenors together throughout. 
The band was Thomas Russam 1-2, John Carter 3-4, Thomas Miller 
5-6, and Joseph W. Cattle 7-8. Mr. Miller, happily, is still with us.

In 1894 a young band at Norwich attempted to gain the record by 
ringing the extent of Bob Major with the tenors together. They 
started on March 15th, but, the weather being cold, the bells were 
allowed to run round at the half-way. A second attempt was made 
on April 26th. This time one of the umpires turned up late and 
the peal had to be shortened to 11,200 changes, which were duly rung 
in five hours. The band was J. A. Trollope 1-2, George P. Burton 
3-4, John E. Burton 5-6, Charles E. Borrett (conductor) 7-8.

The intention was to complete the full length, but it never came 
to anything, and it was not until 17 years later, on Whit Monday, 
June 5th, 1911, at Pudsey, a band of the Yorkshire Association com­
pleted the 13,440 changes. The time was seven liours and seven 
minutes, two hours and seven minutes longer than the Norwich peal 
with 2,240 extra changes. The band was : William Frederick Thorpe 
1-2, Frederick W. Jones 3-4. Ernest Maun (conductor) 5-6, Ernest 
Hoyle 7-8.

Just before the last war there was a very skilful handbell band at 
Guildford who extensively practised Stedman. On June 1st, 1912, 
they set up a new long length record for handbell ringing by scoring 
14,031 changes of Stedman Caters in 7 hours and 3 minutes, four 
minutes less Hian the previous Bob Major. Three months later, 011 
August 31st, in order to make certain about the matter, they started 
for 22,222 changes, but after ringing 19,738 in nine hours and thirty- 
two minutes, when all records either 011 handbells or 011 tower bells 
had been passed, the bells were brought round. The band was : A. F. 
Shepherd 1-2, A. H. Pulling (conductor) 3-4, W. Shepherd 5-6, J. 
Hunt 7-8, F. Blondell 9-10.

S T . N IC H O L A S '. L IV E R P O O L .
Last Wednesday was the one hundred and twenty-seventh anniver­

sary of the opening peal on the twelve bells at St. Nicholas’ , Liverpool. 
Four years earlier, on February 11th, 1810, ‘ a few .minutes before 
the commencement of divine service, while the bells were ringing the 
second peal,’ the old tower d)llapse<J in ruins. Part of the congrega­
tion was already in the church, and masonry, falling through the nave 
roof, killed 25 people, of whom 18 were children.

When the new tower was built, William Dobson, of Downham 
Market, Norfolk, had the order to sunply a rin^ of twelve bells, 
which were to be a replica of the twelve at St. Peter’s, Mancroft. 
Dobson was an excellent founder and cast many good bells, but 
Liverpool were not among his best.

At the opening ‘ a numerous assemblage of amateurs were invited,’ 
and a competition, was held, with a ‘ beautiful silver cup, value 
twenty guineas,’ as the prize. The content was won by a mixed band, 
made up partly 0% Sheffield men and partly of Birmingham. men, 
with James Dovey, of Stourbridge, and Samuel Lawrence, of Shifnal. 
William Hudson and William Booth were among the Sheffield men, 
and Alexander Sanders and Henry Cooper among the Birmingham 
men. • »

The winning touch was 3,000 changes of Grandsire Cinques, and 14 
men were required, which shows that the heavy bells had not ‘ settled 
down to their bearings,’ as the saying was. Next day a full peal of 
Grandsire Cinques was rung.

Although the band was a mixed one, the touch and peal were rung 
as St. Martin’s Youths’ performances, and the silver cup went to 
Birmingham. It was placed in the custody of Henry Cooper, but 
after a time it disappeared. Cooper was a silver plater by trade, 
and not unnaturally suspicions were aroused of his honesty in the 
matter. Nothing was proved, but his . reputation suffered badly.

St. Nicholas’ Church was severely damaged in some of the early 
air raids on Merseyside, and wras entirely burnt out, but fortunately 
the steeple and the bells have so far escaped. The front eight were 
rung with tied clappers during £ recent meeting of tTie Lancashire 
Association.

BELL ROPES -
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN- FLAX. 
SOFT AND BLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. *0™  W0WK8, CW ANTHAM
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
T H E  T E R M  SU R PR ISE .

The word Surprise has been used in the Exercise as a 
sub-title o f methods from at 'least as early as the begin­
ning o f the eighteenth century, but only in the last thirty 
or forty years has it had its present meaning. The old 
ringers used it as a sort o f claim that the method they 
had rung was a more difficult and intricate one than 
those generally practised, but they made no attempt to 
set any bounds to what should be reckoned as a difficult 
method. T o  do so would have been an impossible tasjc, 
and is so still.

This old meaning is quite accurately defined in the 
Glossary, which says that a Surprise method is a Treble 
Bob method in which the work of the course is highly 
elaborated and more or less difficult of execution. The 
great Oxford English Dictionary adopted this definition, 
and it is a pity the Exercise did not leave the matter so. 
But when the Central Council was founded there was ti 
great eagerness among its leaders to reduce everything 
to precise order, and among other things to classify 
methods so that each should be put neatly and definitely 
into its own group. They thought it could be done, an'd 
in much the same spirit an attempt was made to assess 
the value o f peals by allotting so many points to each. 
Experience showed in the end how futile this latter was, 
and after some years the Council dropped it. Greater 
knowledge has also shown that the idea which lay be­
hind the attempt to classify1 methods was equally futile, 
but that cannot be undone so easily.

In the nineteenth century, there were nine recognised 
standard ftiethods ; o f them Cambridge, Superlative and 
London stood oyt unquestionably as the most difficult, 
and therefore they were justly labelled Surprise. Up to 
that point it was quite all right, but when many more 
methods were known and rung, it became clear that, 
except for the fact that both are on the Treble Bdb prin­
ciple, London differs more from Superlative than Super­
lative does from Double Norwich. W hen we take all 
the possible Treble Bob methods into consideration, so 
far from Superlative b^ing offe of the most difficult, it is 
one o f the simplest and easiest. 1 The proper thing 
would have been to recognise that the art o f change 
ringing had outgrown the meaning o f the word Surprise, 
and it should have been left as an ornament to those 
methods which had earned the right to it by long 
possession.

That course could not be taken, partly because ordi­
nary ringers still attached more importance to methods 
which were called by the m agic word Surprise than to 
any others, and partly on account of the urge for tidying 
up things we have referred to. So the term must have 
its precise definition and several attempts were made to 
find one. Earle Bulwer tried his hand, as was explained 
in ‘ The R inging W orld  ’ lately. He failed because his 
definition did not cover London, and shortly afterwards 
the present definition was; put forward bv the Methods 
Committee and was generally adopted by the Exercise.

Our readers will have noticed that when we give the 
figures o f Treble Bob methods as illustrations we always 
divide the lead by horizontal lines after every group of 
four rows. Each group of four rows is called a section, 
and the change which divides two groups (and is repre­
sented by the^horizontal line) is called a cross section.

According to the definition, a Surprise method is one 
which has at least one place made at every cross section 
(the lead-end and half-lead-end are not technically cross 
sections).

It was «  clever definition. It was clear, precise, easily 
understood, and easily applied. It covered fairly well 
all the methods then considered to belong to the class, 
and it was a thoroughly bad and mischievous definition. 
It made no distinction between easy and difficult methods 
(in the circumstances that could not be d on e ), it lumped 
together as equal in style and cortiplexity the most 
diverse methods, and in effect it put on a lower plane a 
great number which have every right to rank as the 
equals of those it included. It drew a purely arbitrary line 
through the Treble Bob methods, and the result has been 
that those which are on the wrong side o f the line are 
not e'ven considered, let alone practised.

If the definition is as bad as all that, why, it may be 
asked, was it ever adopted ? The people who introduced 
it were not altogether fools nor completely ignorant. 
They had begun to undferstand something about method 
construction, but they had reached as yet only a jim ited  
understanding. They thought that the essential things 
in 1;he construction of a method are the places. W e  
discussed this matter in our article o f March 21st, and 
we pointed out tly t  there was at one time a group of 
men who held that places are the. only things that really 
matter in a method. ‘ Get the places right and every­
thing else follows automatically. Places are the method. ’ 
O f course, there is some truth in this, but it becomes 
false when it is pushed too fa r ; and it was pushed too 
far in the definition o f a Surprise method.

Places made at a cross section may have no more 
value than places made in the interior o f the section. 
That is made quite clear by our recent examination of 
Cornwall, Ealing and other Surprise methods.

The present definition makes no distinction between 
easy and difficult methods, nor between good  and bad 
m ethods; and therefore is not only useless, but actually 
misleading. .Ringers still think of Surprise methods as 
the most complex pf all, whereas many o f them are quite 
easy. Still, as far as M ajor ringing is concerned, no 
great harm is done. The group is so large, and so 
varied, that it gives ample scope for development. But 
on ten and twelve bells it is different. Though Surprise 
Royal and Surprise Maximus methods are the most 
highly esteemed, they are, generally speaking, the most 
unsuitable for actual practice. Both for interest in 
ringing and for outside effect, the Plain Royal and M axi­
mus methods are far superior, and they should receive 
more attention from ten and twelve bell ringers. Plain 
methods, we may point out, are not necessarily easy 
methods.

Before the war some o f the Plain M ajor/m ethods were 
beginning to receive attention, and bands were begin- 
n in g to  realise that there is much more in some of them 
than in the average Surprise method. That was all to 
the good.

There is no need to alter the present definition and, 
in fact, any attempt to improve it would probably only 
make matters worse. Let it stand as it is. W hat we 
should do is to realise that any attempt to classify 
methods is a mistake, and let us treat the sub-title*—  
Surprise, Court, Bob and the rest— as ornaments and 
nothing more.
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.  FIRES AN D  BELL FRAMES
PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—You ask a most interesting question in your leader of 

this week’s ‘ Ringing World ’ : ‘ How far does an iron frame afford a 
safeguard to the bells against f^re?’

It seems obvious that it provides little more protection than a 
timber frame, for it all depends upon the intensity of the fire in the 
rooms,below the bell chamber.

The solution to the problem of fire that will generally be advanced 
probably will suggest clearing; all inflammable material out of the 
tower and substituting concrete and steel—concrete floors, steel tables 
and chairs, not even a peal board of wood—a somewhat dreary ringing 
chamber, I would suggest. But the greatest drawback will be a ' 
resonant ringing chamber, owing to the reinforced concrete that may 
be used in the reconstruction. Ringers cannot put the best into their 
art in a resonant belfry.

Whatever Happens with a fire in a tower, one thing is certain, that 
even if the bells escape, the frame is most likely to be ruined. A 
good illustration of what happens to steel is shown by the effects of 
firo on the steel framework of modern buildings. It is a fact that 
timber of heavy section is more fireproof than steel. *

Now let us get this problem of fire in its right perspective. Ignoring 
the results of this war, what percentage of our belfries have been 
destroyed by fire? The percentage will prove surprisingly small; in 
fact, almost negligible.

To deal with the problem of the present emergency we can only 
clear out as much of the inflammable material and take all the pre­
cautions that are possible. This is a mere palliative and not the 
remedy. The remedy is for all men and women, church officials and 
ringers to see that, once peace is gained, war is banished from this 
world for ever.

When we rebuild our churches we must plan for peace and not for 
the incendiary bomb. We must be guided by the principle that only 
the best is fit for the house of our God. I f  timber proves to be more 
lasting than steel it should be used. The question of fire will hardly 
enter in the problem, as it did in the prewar days. Our motto 
must be, ‘ To do all to the glory of God.’ G. P.^ELPHICK.

Soutbover, Lewes.

TH E LATE M R C. H. H O RTO N .
HERTS ASSOCIATION’S PRESIDENT’S SUDDEN DEATH.

As was recorded in our last issue, the death has taken place of Mr. 
Charles IC Horton, president of the Hertford County Association and 
hon. secretary of the Watford District.

Mr. Horton died suddenly while on the way to his allotment. He 
had not been ill previously, but no doubt the loss of his business in 
London in the ‘ blitz ’ worried him, and a weakened heart gave out. 
He was 65 years of age and leaves a widow in bereavement.

As already mentioned, in addition to the offices he held in thfe 
Hertford County Association, Mr. Horton had been intimately asso­
ciated with the College Youths for many years, and was a past 
Master of the society. He was held in high esteem among Hertford­
shire ringers for his hard work and patience as secretary of the 
district, and his efforts in arranging district meetings even in the 
extreme difficulty of war conditions was much appreciated.

The funeral took place at Watford Cemetery on Tuesday, May 27th, 
when^he service was conducted by the Rector of Bushey. *

The mourners were the widow and friends, while ringers were repre­
sented by Messrs. E. Jennings and J. Rootes (Bushey), F. W. Brinklow 
(Oxhey), S. H. Hoare and R. Bell (Watford), T. Clark and W. Ayre.

At the close a well-struck course of Grandsire Triples was rung at 
the graveside by F. W. Brinklow 1-2, E. Jennings 3-4, W. Ayre 5-6, 
J. W. Rootes 7-8 Floral tributes were sent by the Herts County 
Association, the Watford District, the Oxhey tower and St. Mary’s, 
Willesden.

Mrs. Horton asks us to state it is impossible for her to acknow­
ledge the many expressions of sympathy she has received, and desires 
to extend her sincere thanks to all Mr. Horton’s ringing friends who 
sent wreaths and letters. f

Charlie Horton, writes a fellow officer of the Herts Association, 
will be sadlv missed. His preliminary cough (how we listened for 
it!) and ‘ What wouJfl you like next, gentlemen?’ will linger long 
iii memory with us.
4 He was an indefatigable worker, very keen on principles, a whole­
hearted College Youth, and a faithful president ot his association.

As a neighbouring secretary he was admirable to work with and 
always gave his support.

It is up to us all not to let his work be wasted. A finer memorial 
he would not wish to have. * W. A.

L O N D O N  C H U R C H E S .
THEIR STYLE CRITICISED.

To the Editor
Sir,—Permit me to raise a little criticism of what appeared in ‘ The 

Ringing World ’ of May 23rd. It is in reference to ‘ the architectural 
beauty ’ of London’s cnurches.

Speaking of certain rings of bells in various parts of the country 
which are well-known to ringers, a few weeks ago ‘ The Ringing 
World ’ remarked, ‘ Sad as would be the loss of these peals, should 
they ever be destroyed, they could certainly be replaced by something 
better.’ This is how I feel about London churches whose ‘ picturesque 
or architectural beauty * has, in my opinion, been grossly over­
estimated, and I speak as one who has been in over 900 churches in 
various parts of the country.

I shall never forget the first time I .visited a London church and 
the remark I passed to a friend, who pointed out to me that that 
was St. George-the-Martyr, where we were going to ring. ‘ What,’ I 
said, ‘ you never mean to say that’s a church!’ ‘ Yes, that’s where 
we’re going,’ Ire replied. ‘ Why, it looks more like our Town Hall, 
an assize court or a com exchange,’ I remember commenting. My 
friend Then informed me that that was how most London churches 
were. Later on we visited St. Lawrence Jewry. Here I remember 
remarking upon the musical quality of the bells, which to this day 
have always struck me as the best I have ever heard in London 
outside Southwark Cathedral but I  remember saying to my friend, 
‘ I don’ t like the look of tlie building. It looks too much like a 
guildhall, with a clock tower built upon it, in a market square.’ A 
little further on we came to Bow. Here again the whole building 
seemed to resemble a  town hall on a street corner. The unique spire 
certainly struck me as picturesque, but beyond that 1 could see noth­
ing to make it appeart (without being told) that it was a church. 
The same impression I gained of St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields—a guildhall 
with a clock tower on top ; and as for the bells (like Bow) I thought 
what a poor lot they were. St. Andrew’s, Holborn, was another 
church we visited. Here was certainly a little variation as far as 
the tower went, but the whole structure seemed to have nothing of 
the architectural beauty of thousands of churches outside London. 
Like all your other readers, Mr. Editor, I am sad to think that the 
time and money which has been 6pent upon these buildings for 
centuries has all to be raised agaift. But I hopg when the time comes 
to rebuild, what will replace them will be on 4 different style to the 
old buildings, for between these and some of the present-day 
‘ churches * tor design there is little to choose, with the exception that 
the old London churches no doubt were stronger and of 6tone instead 
of red brick. Finally, when thinking of London churches as com­
pared with most other town and village churches, I am reminded of 
the words of a well-known hymn, ‘ Within a hallowed acre.’ The 
absence o f  such spoils what little bit of picturesque or architectural 
beauty may have been found on London churches, to my mind.

* TOURIST.’

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSO CIATIO N .
BURTON AND LOUGHBOROUGH DISTRICTS.

Despite the showery afternoon, about 20 ringers and friends attended 
the joint meeting of the above utistricts, held at the Parish Churchy 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, on Saturday, May 24tli, when the following towers 
were represented : Derby Cathedral, Shepslied, Ibstock, Hugglescote, 
Copt Oak, Burton (St. Paul’s), Ticknall, Newliall, Overseale, Nether- 
seale and the local company.

The Vicar, Canon H. D. Hanford, met and welcomed the members 
as they assembled, but regretted he was unable to stay for the meet­
ing and tea.

Short touches and a few tunes on the handbells preceded the meet­
ing, which was held in the belfry. Mr. A. E. Rowley took the chair 
for the Burton District business and tjie question of Sunday meetings 
was discussed. It was decided to arrange at least one such meeting 
at Ticknall on Sunday, July 13th. The Loughborough members pre­
sent decided to hold their next meeting at Woodhouse Eaves, the date 
being left for the secretary to arrange with the incumbent.

Mr. J. H. Swinfield proposed that the secretary (Mr. J. W. Cotton) 
be instructed to.write Mr. Goldsmith expressing sympathy with him 
in his illness and best wishes for a complete recovery.

Tea was served at Messrs. Radford’s Cafe, after which the tower> 
was revisited and further handbell ringing took place.

It was felt by  those responsible for the arrangements that the 
meeting helped to keep alive and stimulate interest in the districts 
concerned, and further joint meetings will be held in the near future.

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM]
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T £ 8  S U B M IT T E D  FOR N EW  CLO CK S, C H IM E  A D D ITIO N S , REPAIRS 
OR R EP A IN TIN G  OF DIALS. • J

4
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NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8  words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
. O f f i c e  o f  * T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g ,  S u r r e y .

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN 
MONDAY. .

‘ The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

A N C IE N T S O C IE T Y  O F  C O LLE G E  Y O U T H S .—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, June 7th, at 
the Bell Fcyundry, 32-34,. W hitechapel Road, E .C .l, at
3 p .m ., by kind invitation o f the treasurer, M r. A . A. 
Hughes. Handbell ringing and a good  adjournment spot 
afterwards.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

LIN CO LN  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— Elloe Deaneries 
Branch.— Quarterly meeting will be held at Surfleet on 
Saturday, June 7th. Service 3.30 p.m. Tea at Mermaid 
Inn, 4 p .m ., followed by business meeting. Handbells, 
bowls and topical talk on lawn at Glyn Garth.— W . A. 
Richardson, Hon. Sec., Glenside, Pinchbeck.

E SSE X  A SS O C IA T IO N .— North-Eastern Division.—  
A meeting will be held at Ramsey on Saturday, June 
14th. Handbells 2.30 p.m . at the V icarage. Service 4.30 
p.m. Tea 5.15 p.m. All those requiring tea must notify 
the district secretary by June 10th, or bring their own 
teas. A good  bus service^ from Colchester via Mistley. 
Visitors com ing by car must obtain their permits before 
entering the defence area.— Leslie W righ t, Hon. Dis. 
Sec., Lower Barn Farm, Dedham, Colchester.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A SSO C IA T IO N  A N D  L O N ­
DON D IO C ESAN  G U IL D .— N ojth  and East District.—  
A meeting will be held at Monken Hadley, near Barnet, 
on Saturday, June 14th. Handbells available from  3 p.m. 
Service at 4.30 p.m . Tea, for which notice must be re­
ceived by me not later than June 9th, about 5 p .m .— T. J. 
Lock, 57, Holloways Lane, North Mimms, Hatfield, 
Herts. •%

G L O U C E S T E R  & B R IS T O L  D IO C E S A N  A S S O ­
C IA T IO N .— Bristol City and Bristol Rural Branches.—  
A combined meeting of the tw o-B ranches will be held 
at Almondsbury on S at., June 14th. Service at 4 p.m. 
Tea and meetings to follow  at 5 p.m. Darts and handbells 
will be available for those who wish to show their skill. All 
heartily welcome. Buses from the centre (Gas Company’s 
premises) at frequent intervals.— R. C. Gifford, Rural Sec., 
A. M. Tyler, Bristol City Sec.

O X F O R D  D IO CESAN  G U ILD . —  Central Bucks 
Branch. —  The annual branch meeting will be held at 
North Marston on Saturday, June 14th. Tow er bells 
(silent) and handbells from 2.45. Service at 4. Tea 
and meeting to follow. —  F. Gibbard, Hon. Sec., 30, 
Horn Street, W inslow , Bucks.

TOWER CLOCKS J, B
W eight D riven  o r  E le ctr ic , b y  the 
W O R L D S  O L D E S T  M A K E R S

Y O R K S H IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N .— W estern Division. 
— The summer meeting will be held at Almondbury on 
Saturday, June 21st. An attractive ramble has been ar­
ranged fo r  3 o ’clock, starting from  Conservative Club 
(against church). Tea in Parish Room  (Is. 8d.) ^at 5 
o ’clock, names to Mr. W . E. Dransfield, 21, W estgate, 
Almondbury, not later than Tuesday, June 17th. Busi­
ness meeting after tea. Annual reports now available. 
All welcom e.— Frank Rayment, Dis. Sec., Bramley.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A N D  D IST R IC T S  A SSO C IA ­
TIO N  (Northern Branch) A N D  D U D L E Y  A N D  D IS ­
T R IC T  G U IL D .— Joint meeting at Hagley (D .V .), 
Saturday, June 21st. Tow er bells (8) available for 
‘ silent ’ practice from 3 p.m. Service 4.15 p .m ., followed 
by tea. Business meeting, handbells and social evening. 
Reports should J>e obtained and subscriptions paid at this 
meeting. Numbers for tea by Thursday, June 19th, 
please, to B. C. Ashford, 9, Bowling Green Road, Stour­
bridge.

SU R R E Y  A SSO C IA TIO N . —  A meeting will be 
held at Reigate on Saturday, June 21st. Mem­
bers and friends attending are requested to meet at the 
Village, Merstham, at 3 p.m. From there it is proposed 
to walk to Reigate via Gatton Pfirk. Service at Reigate 
Church at 5 p.m . Following the service, Mr. M. A. 
Northover has vei;y kindly offered to provide tea and his 
house and garden will be at the disposal o f the associa­
tion for the purpose of the meeting. W ill those who re­
quire tea please notify me by Tuesday, the 17th inst. ? 
D on ’t forget caterers are rationed to o ! So if you in­
tend to be present please send that card.— E. G. TaTbot, 
Hon. Sec., 53, Birchwood Avenue, W allington.

Y O R K S H IR E  A SSO C IA TIO N . —  The annual joint 
meeting o f Southern District, Barnsley and District and 
Doncaster and District Societies will be held at W ath- 
on-Dearne on Saturday, June 21st. Handbells available, 
Church House, 2.30 p.m. Tea Is. 6d. each, W arbur- 
ton ’s Cafe, 5 p.m ., followed by business meeting, Church 
House, 6 p.m. '  Those requiring tea must notify Mr. A. 
Gill, 84, Doncaster Road, W ath-on-Dearne, nr. Rother- 

-ham, not later than June 18th. H oping for a good  
attendance.— S. F. Palmer, D . Smith and E. Cooper, 
Joint Hon. Secretaries.

SO C IE T Y  FO R  TH E  A R C H D E A C O N R Y  O F ST A F ­
F O R D .— The annual meeting, will be held at the George 
Hotel, W ulfruna Street, W olverham pton, on Saturday, 
June 2 1st. Committee meeting at 6 p.m . and general 
meeting at 6.30. Handbells. Subscriptions are now 
due.— H. Knight, Hon. Sec., 15, Rugby Street, W olver­
hampton.

CH AN GE O F A D D R E SS. —  The address o f George 
W : Fogden is now 31, Canham Road, South Norwood, 
S .E .25., He will be glad to hear from any o f his old 
ringing friends.

C H A N G E  O F  A D D R E S S .— The address*of Mr. James 
George is now Quinton Hall, Quinton, Birmingham, 32.

JOYCE & CO. LTD.
WHITCHURCH, SALOP.

ESTABLISHED OVER 30 0  YEARS  j,aTe experti visiting all parti of the British Isles, and (iiaJl be pleased
Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request to carry out restorations of give reports regarding any Make of Tower Oloefc
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The Central Council Publications
TO  B E O B T A IN E D  P O ST  FR EE . 

fr o m  th e  
R ev. E. S . P O W E L L , S ta v e r to n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n try

a  d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-BeU Treble

Dominated Methods) ................ ................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEAU3— Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford Bob) ... .................................................................  9

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9  

CORRIGENDA LEAFLET isrnied free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE W ITH S.P.A.B..............................  6

CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF 
BELLS ••• ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ........... 3
Cambridge Surprise Major ..................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Covert 3
Bristol Surprise Major ..................  ... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ..................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................... 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) .................................. ...........................................................2  O

The Jasper % Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

1 BOPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; ISO pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

'GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. 10d.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

* STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 1 1  bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

'TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
* SURPRISE METHODS,’'. 2s. lOd. A  book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

AH poet tree, on receipt of postal order, from
Miss MARGARET E, SNOWDON 
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B rid g e , U lv e rsto n , L a n c s

PUBLICATIONS'
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7$d. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bod.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:—  Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1/2  (6 copies for 6 /-).
O b tain able  on ly  p oet fre e  fr o m  Rev.' E. S . POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V io a ra fe , n ear D aven try .

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANOLINC AND NON STRETCHING
E at. 1 8 2 0  - ... ■ .1 ■■ Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Lt d .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raer y o u r Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rioes in cre a se , 
p re -w a r  qu aiity , and send us yo u r old  Bell R opes  

fo r  rep airs  w h ilst n ot in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M A T S  A N D  BELL M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
W edding G ift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND g - f c ,  la Solid Silver

Diameter 2}in 2Jin. 3}in. Biin, tin. <iin. Sin. Biin 
Price 18/S  22J8 2 8 /8  3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /8  S 7 /8  7 S  -S'

The &in, size is also made to hold SO cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T c  n i T C C C I  T Jeweller 
,  f y  u  D O  C  L ,  L  and Optician

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SM IT H  o f  DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  & S on s, M idland C lock W ork s, 

D erby, Ltd.
Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 4 5 5 8 9  Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildings, London, E.0.4.
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&

JOHNSTON L td-
CROYDON

Founders of the 
H EA VIEST BELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

in
CANADA 

S. AFRICA 
NEW ZEALAND

Telephone 
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

SILENT APPARATUSES & PEAL RINGING
In a recent letter Mr. E. G. Hibbins, o f Cambridge, 

mentioned a peal o f Bob M ajor rung some years ago on 
the Seage’s apparatus at Great St. Mary, and recorded 
on a board in the belfry. He reminded us that we said 
in this column on March 7th that ‘ however good a 
silent apparatus is, it should be used only for practice, 
and not for peal ringing ’ ; and he asks whether a per­
formance similar to the one at Cambridge would be 
recognised by the Central Council.

W hat attitude the Council would take, if the matter 
were brought before it, we do not presume to say. The 
question has never been raised, and any attempt to de­
cide it by citing any o f the existing resolutions would be 
unfair and mischievous, since they were drawn up to 
solve other problems. One o f them, however, might 
perhaps have some relation to the matter. It lays down 
‘ that every bell mast during the peal sound at every 
change.’ It must not, o f course, be read as necessitating 
the sounding o f the bell in the bell-chamber, though it is 
being rung by the ringer. The sounding o f the hand­
bell in the belfry would be a valid substitute. But it 
does definitely state that the failure o f any one o f those 
handbells to strike in every change would invalidate the 
peal. A silent apparatus, unless it is very perfect in its 
vC'orking, is liable to irregularities in the striking o f the 
handbells, and a condition such as is contemplated by 
the Council’ s resolution might easily arise during a peal.

If we are ever so fortunate as to come into possession 
o f a -silent apparatus which gives results sufficiently good 
to tempt bands to use it for peal ringing with any fre­
quency, the situation could be cleared up and put in 
order by a formal resolution o f the Council. As we said, 
we do not know what course would be taken, but we 
do not doubt that the matter would f>e discussed fully 
and in all its bearings. One broad consideration should 
in the end decide. W hat would be the effect o f such 
peals on the bands who rang them and so indirectly on 
the whole E xercise? W ould they help progress or 
hinder ?

Much can be said on both sides o f the question. Peal 
ringing undoubtedly does stimulate interest, and im­
prove ringing, and so help in no small degree the use 
o f bells in the service o f the Churchy and peal ringing 
is most decidedly worth doing for its own sake. There 
are many towers where normally, open peal ringing is 
but sparsely permitted. W h y should not the bands at 
such towers take advantage of a silent apparatus and 
ring peals to their hearts’ content without causing an- 

(Contiuued on page 278.)
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rroyance to anyone? That is one side o f the question, 
and if an apparatus ,can be devised, which will give in­
side the belfry the same effect as the open bells, it is 
hard to find more than one answer.

But the difficulty is that so far; no apparatus seems to 
be able to reproduce the effect o f the actual bells. To 
put it simply, .the striking is a makeshift, and must be 
treated as a makeshift, and that can hardly fail to lower 
the standard o f the ringing when the bells are open. 
Here is the danger. There is a tendency, and to some 
extent a grow ing tendency, to treat the method as the 
most important thing, and to relegate good  striking 
into a secondary place as a most desirable quality, but 
not that o f the first importance. Method ringing can be 
learnt and practised, and perhaps enjoyed, on a silent 
apparatus; but we very much doubt if good  striking can 
be learnt so. Method ringing can be learnt and prac­
tised with silent clappers, but we fear that a lot o f it 
would have a disastrous effect on striking. 
s It has been suggested that to £?llow peals on silent 
apparatuses would open the door to fraud and false 
peals. W e  do not attach much importance to such a 
fear even if cause for it exists. There always have been, 
and probably there always will be, some people who are 
not over scrupulous in peal r in g in g ; but they are not 
many, and in the long run they usually defeat their own 
ends. A deliberate attempt to fake a peal may be 
hidden, but it often comes to light, and one such doubt­
ful performance' does more harm to a man’s reputation 
than a score o f good  peals do good . And the man who 
thinks it worth while to fake peals can find plenty of 
opportunities for doing so when the bells are rung open.

Wre trust to a band’s sense o f honour and truthful­
ness, and it is seldom that the trust is misplaced. W hen 
a band say they have rung a peal on handbells we do 
not doubt their word, though they had shut themselves 
up in a room where there was no one to hear them. W hy 
should we doubt them ? There is not much satisfaction 
in saying you have rung a peal unless you actually have 
rung it. You are the only person who really bothers 
about it, for in days, when peals are so plentiful and 
so comparatively easy to score, the ringing o f one does 
not fill other people with any excessive amount o f either 
admiration or envy.

W e  need not consider whether peal ringing on silent 
apparatuses would lead to deliberately false peals; we 
must consider whether it would tend to lower the stan­
dard o f ringing and of striking.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
WHITSUNTIDE MEETING.

The May meeting of the society was held at St. Paul’s, Shipley, on 
Saturday. May 31st, in perfect weather, and as it was the start of 
the Whitsun holiday, it was hoped that a good number would be 
present to try the clapperless bells, but owing to a wages dispute in 
the bus company, and the fact that Shipley is on a direct route to 
the West Coast, travelling was very difficult. Ringers were greatly 
delayed on the journey and only the most enthusiastic arrived at 
Shipley.

After tea at a nearby cafe the bells were pulled up in peal and 
silent touches were enjoyed, but could not be compared to the hand­
bells, the music of which made the ringers realise what they were 
missing.

The business meeting was held in the tower. Mr. J. F. Harvey 
presided, and members were present from Armley, Bradford Cathedral, 
Bramley, Drighlington, Guiseley, Headingley’ (St. Chad’s and St. 
Michael’s), Idle and the local company.

A vote of thanks to the Vicar, churchwardens and the local com­
pany, including Mr. Ernest Simpson, was proposed by Mr, P.\ J. 
Johnson and seconded by Mr. F. W. Dixon.

The next meeting will be held at Batley on June 28th.
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HANDBELL PEALS.
ENFIELD, -MIDDLESEX.

THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 
DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Friday, May 30, 1941, in Two Hours and Nineteen Minutes,
A t  24, S u f f o l k  R o a d ,

A PEAL O F  M INO R, 5040 C H A N G ES ;
One each of College Single, Oxford Bob, Woodbine Treble Bob, 

Merchant’s Return, Kent and Oxford, and Bob Minor.
M r s . J. T h o m a s .......................  1-2 | Jo h n  T h o m a s  .......................  3-4

H a r o l d  H o w s o n .......................  5-6
Conducted by Jo h n  T h o m a s .

First seven methods ‘ in hand ’ by all.
BURGESS HILL, SUSSEX.

THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, May 31, 1941, in Two Hours and Fifteen Minutes,

A t  R e s t o r m b l , Ja n e s  L a m b ,
A PEAL O F  BOB MAJOR, 6050 C H A N G E8 )

Tenor size 15 in C.
M r s . F. J. H a ir s  .............  1-2 I E d w in  A. B a r n e t t .............  5-6
F r a n k  I . H a i r s .............  . . .  3 -4  | *R. G o rd on  C ross .............. 7-8

Composed b y  J. R. P r it c h a r d . Conducted b y  E. A . B a r n e t t .
* First peal on handbells. A birthday compliment to Mr. James 

Hunt.
BUSHEY, HERTFORDSHIRE.

THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Tuesday, June 3, 1941, in Two Hours and Fourteen Mmutts.

A t  t h e  R o y a l  M a so n ic  Ju n io r  S c h o o l ,
A PEAL O F  O X F O R D  T R E B L E  BOB MAJOR, 5024 C H A N G ES ; 

Tenor size 14 in D.
E r n e s t  C. S. T u r n e r  . . .  1-2 I > E d w in  A. B a r n e t t .............  5-6
C r r is t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  3-4 | ’ F r e d e r ic k  W .  B r in k l o w . . .  7-8 

Composed b y  W . S o t t a n s t a l l . Conducted b y  C . W . W o o l l e y .
* First peal in the method.

SWINDON, WILTS.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Wednesday, June 4, 1941, in Two Hours and Ten Minutes,
A t  8 1 , C o u n t y  R o a d ,

A PEAL O F  BOB M IN O R, 5040 C H A N G E S ;
Seven different extents. Tenor size 11 in G.
I v o r  C . N . B e l l  .............  1-2 | * M is s  M a r ie  R .  C ro ss . . .  3-4

R e v , M a lc o lm  C. C. M b l v il l e  j -6  
Conducted by R e v . M. C. C. M e l v il l b .

* First peal ‘ in hand.’ Rung on the wedding anniversary of a 
popular local ringer.

BUSHEY, HERTFORDSHIRE 
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Thursday, June 5 , 1941, in Two Hours and Eighteen Minutes,
A t  t h e  R o y a l  M a so n ic  Ju n io r  S c h o o l ,

A PEAL OF LITTLE  BOB MAJOR, 5040 CHANCES;
Tenor size 15.

C h r is t o p h e r  W .  W o o l l e y  1-2 I E d w in  A . B a r n At t  .............  5-6
E r n b s t  C. S. T u r n e r .............  3-4 I E d w in  Je n n i n g s .......................  7-8

Composed by B . A n n a b l b . Conducted by E. A . B a r n e t t .

TH E BAN ON CHURCH BELLS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The ban on church bells has been in operation for nearly 
twelve months now, and I, for one, have still to see any written in­
structions as to their use in case of enemy invasion. Whether 
invasion will ever be attempted remains to be seen, but as nothing has 
happened up to the present, I  think the Central Council should, as a 
body, approach the Ministry of Home Security again and see' if the 
ban can be. lifted, or even modified. In this direction they should, 
in my opinion, enlist the co-operation of the two Archbishops and 
any other Church dignitaries.

Mr. C. T. Coles, in a letter which he wrote to you some time ago, 
truly stated, I think, that the Government had made our churches 
military objectives, and it would be interesting to know whether the 
Government would be prepared to compensate those Church authori­
ties whose bells have been destroyed or damaged by enemy action, as 
probably restoration work will be much more costly after this war is 
over. AUBREY L. BENNETT.

Cornerways, Elliott Plain, Buckfastleigh, Devon.

D EATH  OF MR. W ILLIAM  BIBBY.
WELL-KNOWN CHESHIRE RINGER.

We regret to record the death of Mr. William Bibby, of Frodsham, 
Cheshire, who passed away on June 3rd in Chester Royal Infirmary.

Mr. Bibby was long a prominent figure in the Chester Diocesan 
Guild, which he represented on the Central Council from 1912-1914 
and 1921-23. „  .

Not only was he the mainstay of ringing for many years at Frod­
sham, where he was in business as a basket maker, but trained his 
family as ringers, his sons, John Edward and Francis, and his 
daughter, Miss Norali Bibby, being prominent members of the Chester 
Guild

Mr. William Bibby had rung some 160 peals for the Chester Guild 
•and over 50 for thfe Lancashire Association.

GUILDFORD RINGER REPORTED MISSING.
LOST IN H..M.S. ‘ FIJI.’

Captain of the S. Nicolas’ , Guildford, band, Mr. Sidney Elton, son 
of the late Mr. T. Elton and-Mrs. Elton, of Walsall, has been reported 
‘ Missing, believed killed’ from the action in the defence of Crete. 
He was serving as a fitter-artificer on H.M.S. ‘ Fiji,’ having joined 
the Royal Navy in November, 1940. Mr. Eltoji was 35 years of age 
and had been associated with S. Nicolas’ tower for many years. A 
talented bellringer and conductor, he had rung peals in many methods, 
including Surprise, \yhile in Guildford he worked- at Messrs. Dennis 
Bros. His wife is living at Mddlesbrough.

DEATH  O F BOURNEM OUTH RINGER,
FORMER CAPTAIN AT ST. PETER’S.

Mr. James Bennett, formerly captain of the ringers at St. Peter’s 
Church, Bournemouth, passed to Ins rest quite suddenly on May 26th 
at th3 age of 77 years. He began his comiection with the mother 
church of Bournemouth at the age of ten as a choirboy and subse­
quently was a bellringer as well as a  chorister. For many recent 
years, however, he had not taken an active part in either capacity, 
for whilst the doctor-forbade the long climb up to St. Peter’s belfry, 
liis wife’s ill-health prevented his regular attendance in the choir.

Mr. Bennett sang bass and few choristers could sound such a re­
sonant bottom V, and his ‘ weight ’ in the lower clef was greatly 
missed when he retired. As a ringer Mr. Bennett did not aspire to 
becoming a ‘ star ’ performer, but he had few superiors on the back 
end in Stedman or Grandsire Triples, and with Mr. George Preston 
must be counted among the pioneers of change ringing in the Bourne­
mouth district. . v

He had the satisfaction of standing in the first peal ever rung in 
St. Peter’s tower, as also did Mr. Preston.

The funeral service took' place in St. Peter’s on Friday, May 30th, 
the singing of the hymns, ‘ Jesu, lover of my soul ’ and ‘ Praise, my 
soul, the King of Heaven,’ being led by many of his former colleagues 
in the choir.

A course of Grandsire Triples, struck in slow time on handbells by 
Mr. Frederick Townsend 1-2, Mrs. F. J. Marshallsay 3-4, Mr. Arthur 
V. Davis 5-6 and Miss F. Childs 7-8, was rung in the church, and the 
cortege left to the singing of the Nunc Dimittis.

Many ringers from the district were present in the congregation, 
including the Rev. C. A. Phillips (Salisbury Diocesan Guild), Mr. G. 
Preston (Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild, Christchurch 
Priory), Messrs. C. R. Forfitt, E. Waters, C. Chandler and H. Osborne 
(St. Peter’s), and Mr. H. R. Bennett (St. John’s, Surrey Road).

D EATH  OF MR. A. J. SMITH,
OLD ESSEX RINGER.

On June 2nd, Mr. A. J. Smith, of the Essex village of Langham, 
who had passed away quietly and suddenly, was laid to rest in the 
churchyard. He was 82 years of age and had been a regular chorister 
and keen bellringer for more than fifty years. For long he was a 
sidesman and a member of the Parochial'Church Council, and Steward 
for Langham of the Tendring Hundred Benefit and Sickness Society. 
He was a life member of the Essex Association and had taught many 
ringers. He took part in one peal, but peal ringing did not appeal 
to Tiim.

The Rector, the Rev. C. J. S. Ward, officiated at the funeral service, 
which was fully choral, Mr. F. P. Pratt being at the organ. The 
mourners included Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Smith (son and daughter-in- 
law), Mr. Edward, Smith (son), Mrs. Crack (daughter), Mrs. Mabel 
Liddamore, Mrs. Ivy Davey and Mr. Cyril Smith (grandchildren), Mr.
E. Liddamore, Mr. and Mrs. F. Sage, Mrs. Wells, Mrs. Nevard, and 
Mr. L. Wright (hon. district secretary of the North-Eastern Division, 
Essex Association). Floral tributes were from Mr. F. C. Smith and 
family, Mr. and Mrs. E. Smith and the grandchildren.

Mr. Smith’s two sons are both ringers and well known to members 
of the Essex Association. Mr. Frank Smith is still at Langham, and 
Mr. E. D. Smith is Ringing Master of the Leytonstone band.

DUBLIN.—On May 25th, at St. George’s Church, a quarter-peal of 
Grandsire Doubles, with 7-5-8 covering, in 49 minutes, for the Ascen­
sion service: Miss Sadie Lorigan 1, David McGregor 2, Miss Ada C. 
Dukes 3, William Hall 4, Ernest Davidson 5, Frederick E. Dukes 6, 
George McGregor 7, William McGregor 8.
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
(Continued from page 268.)
T H E  T H IR D  C O U N CIL.

The first session o f the third Council was held at 
W hitsuntide in the marvellous summer o f 1897. It was 
the year o f the Diamond Jubilee, the culmination of the 
great Victorian epoch. Never had England seemed so 
great, so wealthy and so prosperous, and the spirit of 
the times was reflected in the military pomp and 
pageantry. Historians tell us now that already there 
were signs o f com ing trouble, but of that the ordinary 
people knew nothing.

The Council’s meeting was held at the Church House 
in Dean’s Yard, W estm inster, the building which re­
cently was pulled down and where for many years the 
Council held its London sessions. The attendance was, 
as in all the early year^, far from satisfactory. Out of 
a total number o f 91 elected members, 38 were absent. 
It was Henry Law James’ first meeting, and from that 
time until «his death he was one of the most active and 
important members. It was also my first meeting. In 
the previous year I had been elected to represent the

4 Norwich Diocesan Association, more by the favour and 
influence of Earle Bulwer than on account o f any merits 
of my own. He said nothing to me, nor, I believe, to 
anyone else, but simply put my name forward, in my 
absence, at the annual meeting o f the association to take 
the place o f Holme Pilkington, who had retired.

At the Council’ s meeting there was a very full agenda. 
The most important item was'a motion by the President, 
who had now turned his attention to the betterment o f the 
conditions o f bells and belfries and the improvement of 
the relations between ringers and Church authorities. 
He said that the Exercise had practically come to a dead­
lock. Ringers had made themselves, chiefly by their 
own efforts, into a very respectable b o d y ; but they could 
not get Church authorities and the public generally to 
do their part and recognise them fairly and their art. 
W h y  should they not be treated with the same considera­
tion as church choirs ? The bells were usually the most 
costly possession o f a church, yet, while organs were 
kept in good  tune and repair, the bells were neglected. 
He had given a good  deal o f thought to the subject, and 
he came to the conclusion that if a return could be got 
front the secretaries of the various associations through­
out the country o f the condition o f the rings of twelve, 
ten, and eight bells, and a statement drawn up and laid 
before the Church authorities, it might open their eyes 
and shame them into taking action. •

H eyw ood ’s motion was, o f  course, carried, and he pro­
ceeded further to ask for d committee which consisted of 
himself, W . T. Cockerill, R. S. Story, F. E. W ard, 
George W illiam s, F. E. Dawe, and myself. I thus 
found myself on a committee at my first meeting, and 
have not since ceased to be a member of one or another.

The appointment o f  the committee was really only a 
concession to form, for the idea was H eyw ood’ s and he 
fully intended the execution to be his also. He drew up 
a set o f questions to be sent to each tower, and asked 
us to approve it. O f course, there was nothing for us 
to do but pass it, and after that Heywood took the whole 
matter into his own hands.

It was by far the best thing to do and he carried the 
fnatter through very thoroughly and very efficiently.

Much o f it was routine clerical work, and that yvas per­
formed by one o f the people in his employment,

In due time the returns came in and were published 
weekly in ‘ The Bell N ew s,’ but they were entirely dif­
ferent from what Heywood had expected. So far from 
showing that the rings o f twelve, ten and eight were 
in a bad condition, the reports stated that they were 
mostly in good  ringing order. Good ringing order is a 
relative term, and undoubtedly many bells then con­
sidered to be in full pealable condition would to-day be 
regarded as badly in need o f rehanging.

But there was not much reason for trying to shame 
the Church authorities by exposing the state of the bells, 
if the Council’s own return showed that the state was 
generally satisfactory. So Heywood announced that 
nothing more would be done in the matter.

He, however, still continued his w ork in connection 
with bell towers and hanging. His early knowledge of 
engineering stood him ia good  stead, and he was the 
first to experiment with self-aligning bearings, which he 
installed in his own tower at Duffield. He took a great 
interest in the investigations Mr. Edwin H. Lewis made 
into the stresses and strains exerted by a swinging bell, 
and the present Towers and Belfries Committee was first 
appointed at his instance. In connection with the work 
o f this committee he wrote a book on ‘ Bell Towers and 
Bell H angings,’ which was intended to be an appeal to 
architects to consider the uses and needs o f bells in de­
signing church towers. It incorporated chapters by the 
the various members of the committee, Mr. E. H. Lewis,- * 
Mr. E. A. Young, Mr. J. H. B. Hesse, and the Rev.
C. D . P . Davies, but it was characteristic o f Heywood 
that it was not issued as a Council publication, but 
under his own name and at his own expense. It ap­
peared in 1914. He took some trouble to get it into 
the hands< o f  architects, but whether it had arty influence 
with them I cannot say. Probably it had not much, for 
architects, like lawyers and doctors, are a very close 
corporation and treat with contemptuous indifference or 
resentment any attempts by amateurs to  teach them their 
business.

Improvements in the designs o f bell hanging are much 
more likely to be made by and through the bell hangers 
than through architects, for an architect has to acknow­
ledge, whether he likes it or not, that the • bell hanger 
knows his business better than h'e does. So far as the 
steeples are concerned, there is not much chance o f the 
ideal bell tower being built until architects treat towers 
as places for housing bells which may be made into 
ornam ents; rather than ornaments which may occasion- , 
ally be used for bells.

At the 1897 meeting the condition o f the belfry at 
W estminster Abbey was mentioned and an attempt was 
made to get a protest sent to the Dean from the Coun­
cil ; but Heywood was always anxious to avoid anything 
like interference with individuals, and he in effect for­
bade the Council to meddle with the matter. After 
Frederick Thornton had introduced his motion and made 
his speech, he intervened before it was seconded and 
nothing more was done.

Thornton had already moved a resolution on another 
subject which was carried and which throws a light on 
one o f the habits o f peal ringers in old days. From the 
earliest o f times men have been ambitious to shine as 
conductors o f peals and have brought very varying

\
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ability and knowledge to the task. Always they were 
faced with the possibility o f missing a bob and the tricks 
a faulty memory might play. And always some had 
bfeen tempted to get over the difficulty by having the 
figures stuck up on the wall near by so they could refer 
to them when in doubt. Such things were, of course, 
not advertised, and how far they were customary we 
have no means o f know ing; but as early as 1731, 
Thomas Melchior, o f Norwich, taunted fris rival, 
Edward Crane, with using the trick, and fifty years ago 
it began to be quite, common. As is usual in such 
cases, a local dispute over a peal rung in Kent brought 
the matter to a head, and the Council was asked to de­
clare ‘ that the practice of using visible aids to memory 
in the conducting of peals is detrimental to the interests 
o f the art.’ - ,

The resolution, naturally, was supported, and after 
being somewhat watered down, was carried; but it is 
significant that many people defended the practice in a 
half-hearted and apologetic manner. There was hardly 
a man to say downright that the custom was a bad one 
arid ought to be stopped. John W . Taylor did not care 
to see bobs hung up, but his poor head would certainly 

n o t  carry part ends. H. A. Cockey thought that occa­
sional use did not matter, but ‘ to use visible aids con­
stantly is, however, most illegal.’ G. F . Attree failed 
to see where the illegality came in. R. C. M. Harvey 
had the course ends written down when he called his 
first peal ; but would not have the effrontery to ask for 
more.- R. Binns, o f Leeds, thought ringers should have 
some discretion in the matter. And so on.

The resolution the Council did pass was a mild one, 
but that did not matter. As soon as the question was

brought into full light, the Exercise generally recognised 
how unfair the practice was, and it very soon died out, 
or if it survived did so in a hole-and-corner fashion.

The discussion on another resolution which was passed 
reflects the conservatism o f the older members and illus­
trates the keenness o f the rivalry then existing between 
composers. Several men had been trying to produce 
peals o f Treble Bob M ajor without either the second or 
the third in sixth’s place at the course end. Mr. 
Lindoff was the first to succeed; but he did so by be­
ginning his compositions with one or two bobs at Home 
and at once Nathan Pitstow and Henry Dains (who 
had also been trying but so far without success) com ­
plained 'that it was, not playing the game. They de­
manded that all peals o f Treble Bob should have their 
Home bobs at the end. Bulwer thought it fit to bring 
up the matter and, despite protests, the Council decided 
that there is no valid reason why a peal of Treble Bob 
should not begin with one or tw o Homes.

Younger men who see this resolution among the 
Council’s official pronouncements may wonder why it 
ever was thought worth while to pass such an obvious 
thing. They find it difficult to realise the strength of 
old prejudices and habits. Even Jasper Snowdon shared 
this prejudice. . Referring to the long peal of Treble 
Twelve rung at Norwich in 1783, which was started with 
two Homes, he remarked that it was probably• done to 
save a muddle out, but he himself would rather run any 
risks than have recourse to such an expedient, ft is 
stranjfe that so able and so generally unprejudiced a man 
should not have seen that the Norwich men knew quite 
well what they were about. Their peal ended with the 
full plain course, not a bad way to ensure the, most 
effective ringing at the com ing home.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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BELFRY GOSSIP.
We and the whole- Exercise wish Mr. Edwin H. Lewis many happy 

returns. To-day is his birthday.
On June 9th, 1850, the first peal in America was rung at Christ 

Church, Philadelphia, by a band of handbell ringers who were touring 
America with P. T. Barnham’s show. The method was Grand6ire 
Triples and the conductor Henry W. Haley.

'Hie last peal on*the old ten bells at St. Michael’s, Coventry, was 
rung on June 9th, 1883.

On June 12th, 1815, a peal of Grandsire Maximus, 5,040 changes, 
was rung at St. Martin’s, Birmingham, by the St. Martin’s Youths.

On June 15th, 1851, the College Youths rang the first peal of Sted­
man Caters on handbells. The composition, however, was false and 
the peal was replaced by another by the Cumberlands in 1855.

Fifty years ago to-day seven peals were rung. Four were Grandsire 
Triples, .two Bob Major and one Kent Treble Bob Maior. The last 
was on handbells by the St. Albans Cathedral Society. Mr. W. H. L. 
Buckingham conducted and Mr. G. W. Cartmel rang 3-4.

We are informed that the bells of St. Albans Abbey have been 
taken down and put in a place of safety, and those of St. Magnus’ , 
London Bridge, are shortly to be taken down.

As advertised in our last isstie, Mr. James George is now living at 
Quinton Hall, Quinton, near Birmingham, where he will be pleased to 
see any of his ringing friends. He tells us that he is feeling much 
better and is getting on very nicely with his artificial leg.

Among the Bells destroyed or damaged in recent air raids on Central 
London are several which figure prominently in the history of change 
ringing. They include the twelve at St. Mary-le-tBow, Cheapside; the 
ten at St. Clen^nt Danes’ ; and the eights at St. Dunstan’s-in-the* 
East,1 Christ Church, Blackfriars Road, and St. Mary, Bow, Stratford.

S T . M A R Y -L E B O W .
CHURCH DESTROYED IN AIR RAID.

More of the old and mellow buildings of London, it may now be 
stated, says ‘ The Times,’ have been consumed by fire or blasted by 
high explosive in recent air raids. Charterhouse and the church of 
St. Mary-le-Bow, famed the world over for its bells, have suffered 
severe damage. Little but charred walls remains of the Grey Coat 
Hospital and Spurgeon’s Tabernacle has been destroyed.

Little is left of the church of St. Mary-le-Bow but the great tower 
and steeple. This bears marks of the intensity of the fire, and the 
familiar clock in Cheapside is charred. The church had suffered some 
damage in previous raids, but now the whole of the interior and roof 
and parts of the walls have gone. The famous Bow bells, however, 
had previously been dismantled. Like most of the other Wren 
churches, St. Mary, which was destroyed in the Great Fire, dates back 
to the reign of William the Conqueror. It is said to be the first 
church built in England upon arches or bows of stone, hence its 
name. Wren rebuilt it af greater cost than most of his Other churches, 
and his steeple, second in height only to St. Bride’s, is considered to 
be one of the best balanced of his designs.*

St. Mary’s, Newington, is now added to the long list of London 
churches destroyed. It was burnt out, and only the walls remain.

We fear that ‘ The Times ’ is inaccurate in saying that Bow bells 
had been removed to a place of safety before the church was de­
stroyed, but definite information about damaged bells is not easy to
get. • ---------------

T H E  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .
CITY RING TAKEN DOWN.

At the meeting held on Saturday last at the Whitechapel Bell 
Foundry, the business was short and mainly routiue. Among those 
present were Mr. J. H. Shepherd, Swindon,* who was congratulated 
bv the Master on his 52 years’ membership, and Mr. F. W. Budgen, 
of Brasied.

Greetings were received from Messrs. W. C. Dowding (Birmingham),
J. W. Jones (Newport, Mon), E. P. Duffield (Colchester), S. H. Hoare 
(Watford) and G. W. Fletcher (hon. secretary of the Central Council).

The treasurer (Mr. A. A. Hughes) gave more interesting details of 
damage to towers and bells, and mentioned that another ring of ten m 
in the City were to be lowered for safety.

Mr. W. H. Passmore Reported that his nephew, Mr. Herbert 
Passmore, who is a prisoner of war in Germany, had written to say 
that lie was in good health.

After the treasurer and Mrs. Hughes had been warmly thanked 
for their kind hospitality, the Master announced that the next meeting 
would be held on Saturday, June 21st, at the Whitechapel Bell 
Foundry. ---------------

THE SAFETY OF BELLS.
PRECAUTIONS URGENTLY NEEDED.

The * Church Times ’ last week referred to a communication it had 
received from the College Youths. * The Ancient Society of College 
Youths,’ it writes, ‘ is naturally very concerned about the fate of 
bells in the blitz. “  Bells,”  writes its honorary secretary, “  should be 
lowered to safety, then sandbagged and enclosed; for not only are 
they very vulnerable to heat and blows, but to loss by theft.”  In 
proof of this he cites a recent case of looting. In daylight the White­
chapel bells were nonchalantly broken up where they fell, packed in 
baskets, and as old metal worth £300 driven away under the eyes of 
the onlookers.’



June 1 3th , 1941. T H E  R IN G I N G  W O R L D . a83

A NOTABLE PEAL.
THE FIRST IN POUR SURPRISE METHODS.

In the history of the ringing Exercise, there are some peals which 
stAnd outi prominently, not only because they were fine performances 
in themselves, but because they were milestones in the path of pro­
gress, and after they had been achieved, the art was, in a very 
definite way, something different and wider than it was before. Such 
were the first peal of Stedman Caters in 1787, the first peal of London 
Surprise in 1855, the first performance of Thurstans’ Four-Part in 
1846, and others, not the least among them being the first spliced 
peal in the four standard Surprise Major methods, which was rung 
14- years ago last Wednesday.

The idea of including more than one method in a touch or a peal 
is an old one, dating back more than a couple of centuries, but little 
had been done to develop it, and after the falseness of the Crown 
Bobs had been exposed, nothing was done except for a few perform­
ances, each consisting of a number of independent courses and touches 
in different methods. The most notable of those performances were 
by Leonard Proctor’s band 
at Bennington, and there 
are still a few boards in 
different belfries which re­
cord them, but the Exer­
cise in general, and the 
London men in particular, 
held that it was illegiti­
mate ringing. Fifty years 
ago, Harvey Reeves, the 
Editor of ‘ The Bell News,’ 
wrote that, though it 
might be possible to com­
bine two or more methods 
in a true peal, no real 
ringer would think of 
doing so. 1

It was the introduction 
of spliced Minor ringing 
by Law James just before 
the last war that made 
men consider whether 
something of the sort 
might be possible in 
Major. The Cambridge 
University men rang 
spliced Plain,,.Double and 
Little Bob Major on hand- 
b l̂lfe; and that was fol­
lowed by various combina­
tions, including Spliced 
Cambridge and Superla­
tive at WThitley Bay in 
1924.

Then naturally men be­
gan to think of a spliced 
peal in the four standard
Surprise Major methods, but the trouble was to find a true composi- 
tibn. It was produced by Henry Law James, who had the brilliant 
idea of using two leads of London and one of either Cambridge or 
Superlative to make up the normal course, with leads of Bristol added 
in certain places.

At the time, to ring it was generally considered to be too difficult 
a task, but Mr. A. H. Pulling got together a band, and on May 
28th, 1927, an attempt was made at Warnham. The task was found 
to be not less difficult than had been expected. The first start ended 
at the second lead-end, the next lasted ten minutes, then there was 
half an liour’s ringing, and at last the bells got away fairly and

• there seemed a good chance of a p^al being scored; but after about 
three hours, a shift course occurred.

At a second meeting on June 11th the task was completed. The 
band was G. W. Steere, J. S. Goldsmith, J. A. Cole, W. J. Robinson, 
O. Sippetts, W. T. Beeson, C. H. Dobbie and A. H. Pulling.

A few weeks later a band of the Middlesex County Association, 
with William Pye as conductor, rang the peal at Willesden, and 
they went on to 6core peals in five and six methods, and eventually 
completed the series up to twelve, except that they never completed 
one in two methods. They did "have one or two attempts, but each 
time something happened, and the illness and death of the conductor 
finally prevented the complete record being made.

When the? war broke out spliced ringing in the four standard Sur­
prise methods had become fairly common. It had lost a good deal 
of its former terrors. Some men even profe^ed to treat it as easy, 
and to express wonder why people ever thought it difficult. But it 
was difficult when it was first practised. It is not quite easy to see 
why it should be so, but it is undoubtedly true that the fact that 
one band has achieved a task, makes it easier for those who come 
after. The men who now find Spliced Surprise easy do so only .-because 
Mr. Pulling’s baud faced and overcame difficulties 14 years ago.

MR. A. H. P UL LI NG.

PEAL COMPOSITIONS.
IMPORTANCE OF PRESERVING RECORDS.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Your leader in the issue of May 30th raises two very 

important points—the recording of compositions and the preservation 
of composers’ manuscripts.

One is prompted to ask why all associations do not record the composi­
tions of peals which are rung under their respective auspices. The value 
of such records cannot be over-estimated, not only could the truth (or 
otherwise) of any peal be established at any time if challenged, but 
the record of each performance would then be complete, ana would, 
as Jasper Snowdon put it, ‘ preserve from oblivion the only particulars 
of permanent interest connected with the performances they record.’

The Yorkshire Association was, I believe, the first of all societies 
to insist ou the publication of every composition in its records on 
seVen bells and upwards. Jasper Snowdon was adamant on that point 
at the inception of the association, and the rule has been adhered to 
rigidly ever since. No peal is accepted for publication unless the 
calling accompanies the ,otlier particulars of the performance. The 
calling then appears in the annual report unless it has been rung 
previously by the association, in which case the reference number is 
given, denoting where the same composition can be found. Thus all 
compositions rung by the Yorkshire Association have appeared in print 
in its records at least once.

Some time ago, with the blessings of the committee, I started on 
the rather ler.gthy job of proving all the compositions rung by the 
Yorkshire Association (nearly two thousand of them), and already 
the valu* of this research has been realised. • The idea is not so much 
to discredit those who took part in a peal which is found to be false 
as to purge the records of all false peals, and, by giving a detailed 
list, to obviate the possibility of a conductor using any of them again.

This research has proved (if such proof is needed) that no composer, 
however capable, can be entirely trusted not to have made a mistake. 
During th? past two or three months I have found false peals bearing 
the names of such eminent men as Arthur Knights, Arthur Craven,
H. Law James, Charles Henry Hattersley and Tom Lockwood. Who 
would say that those men were not first rate composers and that a 
simple mistake by any of them was to be expected? Yet Arthur 
Knights produced a peal of .Grandsire Caters with an entire round 
block repeated: Arthur Craven has a peal of Treble Bob Major with 
one course false against three others where the alternative calling in 
that same course will render the peal true; H. Law James lias a peal 
of Cambridge Royal with two courses internally false against each 
other given in their entirety ; Tom Lockwood makes the mistake of 
having four calls, the last a Single, at successive lead-ends in Grand­
sire Caters; and C. H. Hattersley’s ‘ faux p as ’ occurs in a peal of 
Stedman Caters, where part of the main body of the peal has already 
appeared in the opening course.

In fairness to the late Mr. Arthur Craven, I must state that the » 
fault may not be his. The peal mentioned above is a 7,456 of Treble 
Bob Major, which gives the 30 course-ends in 24 courses. This peal 
was rung at Eckington on May ISth.*' 1937, in an abbreviated form 
(5,088), and was conducted by the late Mr. Arthur Knights; for­
tunately, the shortened peal is true. The full peal of 24 courses is
f iven in our report as sent in by the conductor, but, and this is why 

doubt the accuracy of the figures, the calling does not correspond 
with the number of changes. I am endeavouring, therefore, to eet 
hold of Mr. Craven’s manuscript book so that I can examine his 
original figures.

This is an example of those cases where the existence of a com­
poser’s manuscript is of the utmost importance, and it proves once 
more the wisdom, if not the necessity, of preserving the. work of our 
composers whenever we can do so. Had the peal which I have just 
quoted been rung in full, there would have been some doubt as to 
tne truth of what was rung, as both the conductor and the composer 
are deceased. •

The other false peals which I have mentioned are as follows, the 
index number being the number of the performance in the Yorkshire 
Association records :—

No. 699. 5,075 Grandsire Caters, by Tom Lockwood, rung at Leeds, 
April 2nd, 1893.

No. 1,700 5,175 Stedman Caters, by C. H. Hattersley, rung at 
Halifax, June 22nd, 1907.

No. 2,250. 5,039 Grandsire Caters, by Arthur Knights, rung at 
Sheffield, on handbells, June 6th, 1912.

No. 3,776. 5,040 Cambridge Sunrise Royal, by the Rev. H. Law 
James, rung at Ripon, May 19th  ̂ 1934.

As the peal of Cambridge Royal will, no doubt, have been rung 
by other associations, I append the figures of the peal :—
23456 M W H M W H The 6tli and 8th leads
----------- ■-------------  --------------- o f the 5th course are
52436 — 36524 — — respectively false with
.34625 — — 23564 — the 1st and 4th leads of
52643 — — — 62534 — the 9th course; and the
64523 ~ — — 35426 — — 1st and 4th leads of the
54326 — 42356 — — 6tli course are false with
23645 — — 34256 — the 6th and 8th leads of
42635 — 23456 — the 8th course.

A question before I close. How many of the associations could claim 
an unblemished peal list if all their records were checked?

w . BARTON, Peal Secretary, Yorkshire Association.



284 T H E  R IN G I N G  W O R L D . June 1 3th , 1941.

PEALS WITH SILENT’ APPARATUS.
A C O U N C IL  M E M B E R ’S V IE W S .

To the Editor.
Sir,—I rather expected to see some official pronouncement in your 

last issue on the point raised by Mr. Hibbins as to whether 5,000 
changes rung on a Seage’s apparatus, such as there is in the tower 
of Great St. Mary’s, Cambridge, would be recognised by the Central 
Council as a peal? As the Central Council is not meeting, perhaps 
none of the officials cared to venture an opinion on what might be a 
controversial matter.

There seem to me, however, to be certain past practices either 
tacitly agreed to or openly winked at by the ^Council which, failing 
some definite new ruling, would compel the Council to recognise 
such a peal—shall I add, for what it is worth?

Personally, I think it is a fair analogy to say that such a peal 
would rank to some extent tfith a peal on handbells rung ‘ single- 
handed,’ a type of performance which the Council in 1904- said ‘ though 
technically a peal, should be discountenanced.’ Circumstances, as we 
know, alter cases. Present conditions are vastly different from those 
of 1904, and handbell .ringing, single-handed, is the only way open to 
a great many beginners to learn cnange ringing.» Peal ringing in this 
fashion is not, therefore, so much to be discouraged now as it was 
when the Council passed its resolution.

Ringing on Seage's or similar apparatus goes, of course, a stage 
further than handbell ringing pure and simple. The management of 
a bell is part of the operation, and, assuming that the apparatus is 
in proper working order, and that accurate striking is to be observed, 
the added value of the tower bell control is gained, although what 
is actually heard is.only, in effect, a handbell.

Logically, therefore, it seems to me that, if the Council recognises 
as technically a peal a single-handed handbell peal on handbells
* retained in hand,’ as it was once the fashion to describe it, the 
Council must accept in the same way a peal 011 handbells sounded 
indirectly through the operation of the church bells, which is more 
difficult than simple handbell ringing. And in the present circum­
stances such peals also appear to me something which, at least, should 
not be officially discouraged.

There remains one other point, and that is the Council’s resolution 
of 1895 that ‘ where practicable, there should be an umpire to every 
handbell peal.’ In recent years, at least, that ^recommendation has 
been more honoured iu the breach than in the observance. If it were 
strictly complied with, I would say that any peal rung with an 
apparatus like Scage’s should have a competent umpire, because 
in so far as the ringing and what happens in the course of it can be 
known only to those taking part, the t wo cases are absolutely parallel. 
But many handbell peals—I aj.11 probably right if I say most—have 
for years been rung and accepted purely on the honour of the ringers 
who ring it.

That, of course, is as it should be. A * cooked ’ peal can be rung 
011 open church bells just as well as on handbells, and, for the little 
difference such performances would make to the Council’s official 
records, conductors who would knowingly be guilty of such practices 
are welcome to the ‘ glory ’ they can get out of such peals. I feel 
convinced, however, that so-called peals of this character, either on 
tower bells or handbells, are and have been few and far between, and 
if we can trust the honour of a handbell band without an umpire we 
can trust those who would ring a peal on Seage’s apparatus. All I 
would insist upon, if that is possible, is that the apparatus is in proper 
working order and that all the bells should strike throughout the 
peal. If one or more of the bells, through failure of the mechanism, 
failed to operate, the ringing should stop, just as it should on tower 
belU if a clapper broke or fell out.

'My views may not be the views of other members of the Council, 
and I should like to see the opinions of some, of them expressed in 
your columns. A * A COUNCIL MEMBER.’

IN TE R E STIN G  O X F O R D  E X P E R IM E N T .
An Electrical Difficulty.

Dear Sir,—I have been following, with much interest, the letters 
in ‘ The Ringing World,’ re silent apparatus for tower bells, and some 
of us here in Oxford have been carrying out experiments with a 
system in New College Bell Tower, where the clappers have been 
removed for siient practice.

This apparatus is, as yet, in an experimental stage and requires 
much work before it can be said to be satisfactory, but we have found 
out for ourselves one fact which quite a number of your correspondents 
have overlooked.

In an editorial on this subject it is stated that any apparatus which 
does not exactly reproduce the natural timing of the clappers would 
be useless, but has this any foundation in actual fact? WTe have 
tried a rubbing contact fitted to the frame, consisting of two springs 
which are shorted by a- metal plate fixed 011 the end of the stock 
just above the centre gudgeon pin, which means that the electrical 
impulse is received as the bell passes the bottom dead centre of the 
swing. This gives a near enough even blow both ways.

The effect in the belfry is that the stroke is heard appreciably 
earlier on both hand and back stroke, but, if the bells are rung by 

(Continued in next column.)

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD
ANNUAL MEETING.

About seventy members were present at the annual meeting of the 
Peterborough Diocesan Guild at Kingsthorpe, near Northampton, on 
Whit Monday. The Guild service in the church was conducted by the 
Vicar, the Rev. M. L. Couchman, who gave a practical and interesting 
address. He stressed the importance of teaching ringers to take their 
place ̂  in the belfries after the war, and the need for patience and 
consideration in dealing with beginners. The collection for the Belfry 
Repair Fund amounted to £1 12s.

Owing to a breakdown in the arrangements, a sit down tea' w'as 
not possible, but the Vicar and Mrs. Couchman did the best they 
could, everyone was supplied with a cup of tea, and Mrs. Powell 
with her usual thoughtfulness had brought some cakes and sandwiches 
so that those who could not be notified of the lack of tea were assured 
of something. f.

The business meeting took place at the Vicarage. *The Master, the 
Rev. E. S. Powell, presided and was supported by the Rev. A. T. 
Segger and the Rev. J. H. Marlow (branch presidents), Mrs. Powell, 
Mr. R. G. Black (general secretary and treasurer), Mr. T. Tebbutt, 
the Rev. E. V. Fenn, Messrs. W. R. Butcher, H. Baxter, A. Bigley 
and J. C. Dean (branch secretaries), the Rev. W. R. M. Chaplin, the 
Rev. R. H. Palmer, the Rev. E. H. Roberton, Mr. "Lathbury, of 
Cambridge, Mr. F. Barber and a representative gathering from most 
of the branches. All officers were re-elected.

The secretary stated that there had been a falling off of subscrip­
tions for last year, which was not accounted for by the number of 
members serving in the Forces who were excused subscriptions. A 
resolution was passed that Rule 5, referring to lapsed members, should 
be adhered to.

Some of the branches were not holding any meetings, but others 
were making a success of their quarterly meetings, and their subscrip­
tions had not fallen noticeably. As one member said, ‘ it is good to 
meet occasionally if only to drink a cup of tea and look at each 
other; more so when an hour or two can be passed with old friends.’

The Rev. A. T. Segger moved a vote of thanks to the Vicar for the 
use of the bells (silenced), the service, address and the use of the 
grounds ; to t he organist and to all those who had in any way assisted 
111 making the meeting a success. This was seconded by Mr. J. C. 
Dean and carried with applause.

E L H A M , K E N T .
A REDISCOVERED PEAL BOARD.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I have for several years intended to send particulars of 

a peal of Grandsire Triples rung at Elham in 1772. The peal board 
was for a considerable time used as a notice board at the church' 
door, but about 1900, when the present Vicarage was rebuilt, the 
builder (a ringer) found it amongst some rubbish.

Elham, Kent. On Saturday, May 22nd, 1772, was rung for the first 
time in this steeple a compleat peal of 5,040 changes of Grandsire 
Triples in 3 hours and 8 minutes by the following: 1 Jh. Culling,
2 Will Rigden, 3 G. Dpwrne, 4 R. Downe (called the bobs), 5 Richard 
Foreman, 6 Will Ruck, 7 D. Culling, 8 G. Ladd.

The bells vrete supplied in 1763 by the Whitechapel Foundry. The 
steeple and belfry were restored in 1887 and the bells rehung by 
Warner and Sons in a wooden frame. Up to the present ban on 
ringing they have been rung for service on Sundays, which reflects 
credit on the hangers. . ALBERT CASTLE .

High Street, Elham.

(Continued from previous column.)
rope-sight, it is possible to attain fairly consistent striking wThen one 
becomes used to hearing the change nearer to pulling off. Another 
advantage is that the bells can be clappered up and down in peal.

Our main difficulty at present is to get a distinct sound from the 
handbells in the tower, which are 1 mounted on a wooden frame, and 
ordinary house-electric bells have been adapted as single stroke bells 
working from dry batteries.

We tried using a mains’ transformer for current, but founds that 
the alternating current, which in itself is making and breaking at 
the rate  ̂of 50 times per second, causes a loud hum in the coils of 
the striking gear of such intensity as to drown the stroke of .the bell. 
Dry battery direct current is, therefore, to be recommended.

Some of your correspondents have mentioned a ball of mercury in 
a tube as a means of reproducing the clapper strokes : this in thfeory 
should work, but in actual practice the mercury splits into small 
portions and flies in all directions and so is useless.

I have written this description purely as a desire to add a small 
contribution to what has been for some of your readers a very in­
structive and interesting debate. I do not claim that our work lias 
yet reached perfection, as those who have tried it will agree, but 
working broadly on tlies* lines ifc should be possible to produce a 
simple apparatus which will reproduce the ringing in the belfry, which 
is all that ringers want, irrespective of whether the changes are 
heard at the same time as normally or not.

R. A. POST.
Headington, Oxford.
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PEALS RUNG BY THE LATE F. G. W OODISS
Mr. Frederick G. Woodiss rang in all 149 peals, 11 of which were 

on handbells. Two were afterwards found to be false in the com­
position, so the number actually was 147. The following is the list, 
the peals fn hand being shown in brackets:—

Grandsire Triples 14 (3); Grandsire Caters 4 (2) ;  Minor (4 methods) 
1; Bob Minor 1; Major 14 (5); Royal 2 (1); Little Bob Major 1; 
Stedman Triples 18; Caters 5; Kent Treble Bob Major 10; Royal 6; 
Double Norwich Court Bob Major 23; Superlative Surprise Major 9; 
Cambridge Surprise Major 7; Royal 2; New Cambridge Surprise 
Major 3; Bristol Surprise Major 2; Royal 1; London Surprise Major 
12; Ashtead 1; Yorkshire 1; Spliced Cambridge and Superlative 1.

* Three were notable peals : A ‘ Frederick ’ peal rung at Rochester, 
Kent, in May, 1933, Kent Treble Bob Royal. A peal of Grandsire 
Triples at Christ Church, Epsom, August 20th, 1932, for the Guild of 
Servants of th^Sanctuarv. The footnote to the peal reads: ‘ The 
first peal rungfby a band of altar servers. The band represented 
eight dioceses and seven counties, and on this occasion and a previous 
unsuccessful attempt travelled approximately 2,300 miles.*

The third was a peal of Grandsire Caters rung in hand on August 
16th, 1911, at the Technical Art School in the Crystal Palace, and 
was the first peal to be rung in the Palace. It was rung under the 
auspices of the All Saints’ Society, Fulham, and was the 100th peal 
by that society. It was an achievement, for the public had access to 
the room in which the pe£l was rung, and talked and passed com­
ments. A fine example of concentrated effort. His own footnote to 
the peal is, ‘ Excellent ringing!’ The band were: WTilliam A. 
Woodrow 1-2, A. F. Shepherd 3-4, William Shepherd 5-6, L. Attwater 
7-8, F. G. Wcodiss 9-10. Conducted by William Shepherd.

Of the 149 peals, 78 were rung for the Surrey Association, 33 for 
Guildford Diocesan Guild, 22 for the Winchester Diocesan Guild and 
16 for other associations.

HUNTING AND OTH ER TERM S
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Surely ‘ hunting up ’ and ‘ hunting down ’ are the only 
correct terms? In the one case does not the lip of the bell swing 
higher and higher until the maximum is reached at, ‘ behind ’ ; and 
in the other, lower and lower, its journey down terminated at the
* lead ’ ?

I shrewdly suspect * up ’ and ‘ down ’ are terms evolved from this 
real motion and retained naturally when pricking or when drawing 
diagrams of bell-paths.

As Messrs. Trollope and Drake specialise in thrust and parry over 
terms, here is a problem—childish .perhaps, but not so infantile that 
it cannot be examined in the light of relative values.

Once on a time I instructed five lads; two were good; three about 
to begin their individual movements among the other ropes. These 
three were told to take the front three bells and continue to do noth­
ing but plain hunt from jead to fifth’s and back again; the remaining 
two had the following cycle to perform: when going up, make fourth’s 
and down to lead, hunt up and lie four blows nehind. Soon, this 
simple work was grasped by the others.

Twenty changes—our humble plain course—were easily achieved. 
We were highly delighted. We called the thing ‘ Duffers’ Doubles.’

Had Hitler permitted we would have tried a 4 hundred and twenty ’ 
by calling the requisite bobs, these being made by dodging in 3-4 up 
and down and making seconds.

The gaff is blown! Our plain course was nothing else than two 
bobs running of Bob Doubles and our ‘ bobs ’ the plain work of the 
same method. Well, sir, what ** that plain course and potential ‘ one 
hundred and twenty’— ‘ Duffers’ or Bob Doubles?

Another poser: If ‘ Jinks ’ composes a silent peal of Grandsire 
Triples, can we call it with equal truth a gigantic plain course of 
‘ Jinks’ Triples ’ ?

I suppose it all boils down to Albert Einstein’s whimsical illustra­
tion  ̂ ‘ If I should be guilty of so grave and dangerous an offence as 
to drop my empty wine bottle from the restaurant car’s window while 
the train is in motion, to me the released body would describe a 
straight path, but to those at work on the permanent way it would 
trace a parabola. What then is its real track?’

F. A. YORKE, Major, R.A.

O L D  C U S T O M S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—At Pembridge, Herefordshire, there is a small field, the 
rent of which is to provide bell ropes whenever required. There is 
a peal of five bells in the tower, which is detached from the church, 
tenor 16 cwt. Although war-time restrictions have nearly cut out 
all peals, ‘ The Ringing World ’ is still most interesting reading, 
especially some of the old rules and customs connected with bells.

The curfew bell was regularly rune at Presteigne, Radnorshire, at 
8 p.m. summer and winter till the ban was pui on bells last June. 
The passing bell or death bell was rung in this district (mostly by 
request), and in the table of fees one shilling was the clerk’s fee 
at Staunton-on-Arrow Church, and at Titley, an adjoining parish, 
the fee is two shillings. I have rung the bell for many,, but did not 
always get the fee. Wishing the Editor a speedy recovery to health 
and strength again. J. C. P.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .
MEETING AT WORSLEY.

In lovely sunny weather a joint meeting of the Manchester and 
Bolton Branches of the Lancashire Association was held at Worsley 
on May 31st. The church is set in a very pretty district on the out­
skirts of Manchester, and though it is so close to an area which has 
suffered heavily by raids, it was difficult to realise that it was war 
time.

The clappers of the bells had been secured so there could be some 
ractice, but it was sad to think of the grand ten bells overhead 
eing dumb. Touches of Caters and Royal were rung, but a year 

without practice lias had its effect, and when the time comes for 
some real ringing there will be a dearth of competent members to 
handle the bells.

It was decided to hold as many joint meetings as can conveniently 
be arranged during long hours of daylight. At the business meeting, 
presided over by the Rev. A. Scott, nominations for officers were 
discussed, and, owing to the restricted functions through the war, it 
was decided to nominate those retiring en bloc. Mr. Barnes was 
asked to continue as auditor for another year, although lie wished to 
retire, as he had served for 20 years and felt he would like a rest. 
Mr. R. F. Williams, of Manchester, was nominated for two years.

A vote of thanks was passed to the Rector for the use of the bells 
and to the local ringers for tlie trouble they had gone to to make the 
meeting a success. The Rector came into the' belfry to welcome the 
ringers. About 25 members attended, among them many ladies.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION .
MEETING AT BRENTWOOD.

A most successful meeting of the South-Wes’tern Division of the 
Essex Association was held at Brentwood on Saturday, May 24th, and 
about 20 members were present from Leytonstone, Chelmsford, Spring­
field, Orsett, Wanstead, Fryerning and the local band. Touches on 
handbells and on silent tower bells were rung until 4.30 p.m., when 
the Rev. V. G. Vallance, Vicar of Brentwood, conducted a very 
interesting service. The party then proceeded to the Church House, 
where a most excellent tea was waiting, kindly prepared by. the wives 
of the local band.

The business meeting was presided over by the District Master, 
Mr. J. Chalk, who stated how pleased he was to see Mr. L. Clark and 
Mr. Runter, of the South-Eastern Division.#

For the next place of meeting three towers were proposed, Horn­
church, Dagenham and Loughton, and it was left to the secretary 
to find out which tower would be available by the end of July. Mr. 
Geoffrey Stitch, of Brentwood, was elected ringing member.

Reference was made to the account and receipt books, which' had 
not been returned to the secretary. Mr. Clark promised to see the 
auditor, and hoped they would be returned before the annual general 
meeting.

The meeting concluded with a hearty vote of thanks to the Vicar, 
the Rev. V. G. Ballance, the organist, the local ringers and their 
wives for the excellent tea provided under the present difficult circum­
stances. The rest of the evening was spent in various touches on the 
silent tower bells and on handbells.

THE SUFFOLK GUILD AND SPLICED RINGING.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Although this letter is rather belated, I must thank Mr. 
C. T. Coles for having written. I have now been able to see the 
minute book, and I find that the only reference to 6pliced ringing is 
in the minutes for the annual meeting at Easter in Ipswich in 1929. 
A resolution was then passed with one dissentient in these words: 
The splicing of methods is theoretically unsound. But if this de­
parture from strict regularity is allowed, the splicing of extents in 
five or six bell ringing should be allowed also.

I cannot remember why this matter arose, nor can I find anyone 
who remembers it. The minutes say nothing of any discussion at the 
meeting, but they refer to outside discussion. It looks as though 
the resolution had something to do with a motion at the forthcoming 
Central Council meeting.

At any rate, it puts no ban on any kind of ringing. It speaks of 
the objection to spliced ringing as being theoretical. Which is almost 
as good as saying that practically—i.e., in actual ringing—there is 
no objection. Further, it asks for increased facilities (not specified) 
in splicing five or six bell ringing. Anything more unlike a ban can 
hardly be imagined.

I was quite right in saying that the Guild has never banned spliced 
ringing. My memory was a little at fault in saying it had never 
been mentioned. HERBERT DRAKE.

Ufford Rectory, Woodbridge.

BELL. ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN EAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM
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CHURCH ARCHITECTURE.
‘ TOUBS INTO THE UNKNOWN.’ •

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,— «

Oil! Isn’t he sweet? My! There’s a crooner.
‘ Sakes ’ ! Turn liim off, the quicker the sooner,
All musty ‘ Tubbs ’ ? No. A glorious ‘ Ring *!
What a lovely Girl!?—(Frowsy old thing).

The above is only another way of setting ‘ De gustibus,’ etc. That 
old trite saying. For no two of us think absolutely alike, nor do we 
see, hear or (objectively) smell alike. It is, indeed, one of the great 
dispensations that this should be so, and we are thankful for it.

Of course, ‘ Tourist,’ in his letter you. publish this week, may be 
doin<* a bit of * leg pulling.’ We, at a meeting io-day, mostly thought 
so. He provided, however, a good laugh, and that alone is something 
to be thankful for at tlie present time.

But, as once a lecturer upon architecture, I am inclined to look 
deeper. Such letters are a sign of the times, when the reckless rush 
in where, from their very knowledge, the more timorous fear to tread. 
I would recall to ‘ Tourist * that architecture is the * mother of the 
arts.’ A living ideal worshipped through the ages by her devotees. 
Always changing, it reflects To-day, tells us of Yesterday and even 
hints at our To-morrow. We elders of the World of Building naturally 
treat the art with great respect (be it Classic, Gothic or whate’er it 
will).

Michael Angelo, "Raphael, De Vinci astound us by their mastery of 
all the arts (‘ there were giants in those days ’ ). Their follower, 
Christopher Wren, was of such stuff and, like them, he was many- 
sided—scientist, astronomer, architect !^-the latter thrust upon him 
in middle age. Unfortunately, he has left us few works out of London, 
and there we can spare none. No. Not even St. Paul’s.

By the way, returning to the original vein, did ‘ Tourist * mistake 
that classic pile for a house of legislature?

E. ALEXANDER YOUNG, A.R.I.B.A., F.S.I. (ret.).

FIRST APPEARANCES SOMETIMES DECEPTIVE.
Dear Sir,—When I first visited London to ring, my feelings about 

the- appearance of London’s churches were very much the same as 
‘ Tourist’s,’ but during the few years I have done some ringing in the 
Metropolis, I have learned that first appearances are sometimes 
deceptive.

‘ Tourist ’ does not say outright quite what sort of buildings he 
would have liked the churches of London to be, but X have a suspicion 
that he favours the typical English church one finds in town and 
village.

All will agree that the village church, surrounded by green fields, is 
a picture of beauty, and it will be freely admitted that if St. Martin- 
in-the-Fields or St. George-the-Martyr were set in similar surround­
ings they would look hideous. If the position were reversed, however, 
and the village church or one of our fine old cathedrals were set in 
the heart of London and surrounded by flats and offices, as St. 
Martin’s and St. George’s are, they would look equally ridiculous.

‘ Tourist ’ can call London’s churches guildhalls, corn exchanges or 
town halls if he likes, but somehow they fit in with London itself, 
which I presume is what the architects intended.

No doubt the new churches of London will be designed to suit the 
rebuilt London, and I anticipate that ‘ Tourist ’ will be sadly dis­
appointed if he expects them to be like the village church ‘ within 
a hallowed, acre.’

I have heard many arguments about London bells by ringers who 
know them well, but I have never heard anyone describe Bow* bells 
(either old or new) as ‘ a poor lot.’

I have no doubt that most of London’s ringers feel very resentful 
of the fierce criticism levelled at the towers and bells which have 
become part of their ringing life, and although I am by no means a 
London ringer, I can appreciate their feelings. J. E. BAILEY.

Dartford, Kent.

C O V E N T R Y  C A T H E D R A L  T O W E R .
To the Editor.

Sir,—Wars certainly play strange things and bring out some peculiar 
questions. One such question comes to my mind, after reading in 
‘ The Ringing World ’ of May 30th that, despite the destruction of 
Coventry Cathedral, the tower and bells still stand.

Practically everyone knows the story of this tower—how in 1927 it 
was not supposed to be strong enough to withstand the old bells being 
reliung and used as a ringing peal. Does not the terrible bombard­
ment Coventry and this Cathedral has recently had to endure go to 
prove that this supposition was unfounded?

‘ TEST CASE No. 1.’
While it is true' the tower of Coventiy Cathedral, like the tow’ers 

of so many other damaged churches, is still standing, it must be 
borne in mind that there has, as yet, been no report as to how far 
it has been damaged.

The famous tower of St. Mary-le-Bow, Cheapside, withstood the 
bombardment which destroyed the church and most of the buildings 
around it, but it is now stated that it may have to be demolished, 
as, with the western front, it is left leaning at an angle over Cheap- 
side.—Editor, ‘ Hinging World.’

NOTICES.
T H E  C H AR G E  F O R  N O T IC E S of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of i /6 .

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g ,  S u r r e y .

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN 
MONDAY.

• The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

------------  »
E SSE X  A SSO C IA T IO N .— North-Eastern Division.—  

A meeting will be held at Ramsey on Saturday, June 
14th. Handbells 2.30 p.m . at the Vicarage. Service 4.30 
p.m. Tea 5.15 p.m. A good  bus service from Col­
chester via Mistley. Visitors corping by car must ob­
tain their permits before entering the defence area. —  
Leslie W right, Hon. Dis. Sec., Lower Barn Farm, Ded­
ham, Colchester.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A SSO C IA TIO N  A N D  LO N ­
DON D IO C ESAN  G U IL D .— North and East District.—  
A meeting will be held at Monken Hadley, near Barnet, 
on Saturday, June 14th. Handbells available from 3 p.m. 
Service at 4.30 p.m. Tea about 5, p .m .— T. J. Lock, 
57, Holloways Lane, North Mimms, Hatfield, Herts.

G L O U C E S T E R  & B R IS T O L  D IO C E S A N  A S S O ­
C IA T IO N . ~ Bristol City and Bristol Rural Branches.—  
A combined meeting of the two Branches will be held 
at Almondsbury on Sat., June 14th. Service at 4 p.m. 
Tea and meetings to follow  at 5 p.m. Darts and handbells 
will be available for those who wish to show their skill. All 
heartily welcome. Buses from the centre (Gas Company’s 
premises) at frequent intervals.— R. C. Gifford, Rural Sec., 
A. M. Tyler, Bristol City Sec.

LIN CO LN  D IO CESAN  G U IL D .— Northern Branch. 
— The annual meeting o f the Grimsby District will be 
held at Barton-on-Humber on Saturday, June 14th. 
Eight silent bells available afternoon and evening. Ser­
vice 4.15. Business meeting at 6 o ’clock in the 
Assembly Room s. Tea cannot be arranged, so please 
make own arrangements. I hope all members and 
friends will do their best to attend— H. M ingay, Hon. 
Dis. Sec., 394, W ellington Street, Grimsby.

ANjCIENT SO C IE T Y  O F  C O LLE G E  Y O U T H S .—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, June 21st, at 
the Bell Foundry, 32-34, W hitechapel Road, E .C .l, at
3 p.m ., by kind invitation o f the treasurer, Mr. A . A. 
Hughes. Handbell ringing and a good  adjournment spot 
afterwards.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

SU R R E Y  A SSO C IA TIO N . —  A meeting will be 
held at Reigate on Saturday, June 21st. Mem­
bers and friends attending are requested to meet at the 
Village, Merstham, at 3 p.m. From  there it is proposed 
to walk to Reigate via Gatton Park. Service at Reigate 
Church at 5 p.m . Following the service, Mr. M. A. 
Northover has very kindly offered to provide tea and his 
house and garden will be at the disposal o f the associa­
tion for the purpose o f the meeting. W ill those who re­
quire taa please notify me by Tuesday, the 17th inst. ? 
D on ’t forget caterers are rationed to o ! So if you in­
tend to be present please send that card.— E. G. Talbot, 
Hon. Sec., 53, Birch wood Avenue, W allington.
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W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A N D  D IST R IC T S  A SSO C IA ­
T IO N  (Northern Branch) A N D  D U D L E Y  A N D  D IS ­
T R IC T  G U IL D .— Joint meeting at Hagley (D .V .), 
Saturday, June 21st. Tow er bells (8) available for 
‘ silent ’ practice from 3 p.m . Service 4.15 p .m ., followed 
by tea. Business meeting, handbells and social evening. 
Reports should be obtained and subscriptions paid at this 
meeting. Numbers for tea by Thursday, June 19th, 
please, to B. C. Ashford, 9, Bowling Green Road, Stour­
bridge.

Y O R K S H IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N .— W estern Division. 
— The summer meeting will be held at Almondbury on 
Saturday, June 21st. An attractive ramble has been ar­
ranged for 3 o ’clock, starting from Conservative Club 
(against church). Tea in Parish Room  (Is. 8d.) at 5 
o ’clock, names to Mr. W . E. Dransfield, 2 L  W estgate, 
Almondbury, not later than Tuesday, June 17th. Busi­
ness meeting after tea. Annual reports now available. 
All welcome.— Frank Rayment, Dis. Sec., Bramley.

Y O R K S H IR E  A SSO C IA TIO N . —  The annual joint 
meeting o f Southern District, Barnsley and District and 
Doncaster and District Societies will be held at W ath- 
on-Dearne on Saturday, June 21st. Handbells available, 
Church House, 2.30 p.m. Tea Is. 6d. each, W arbur- 
ton ’s Cafe, 5 p.m ., followed by business meeting, Church 
House, 6 p.m. Those requiring tea must notify Mr. A. 
Gill, 84, Doncaster Road, W ath-on-Dearne, nr. Rother­
ham, not later than June 18th. - H oping for a good 
attendance.— S. F. Palmer, D . Smith and E. Cooper, 
Joint Hon. Secretaries.

S O C IE T Y  FO R  TH E  A R C H D E A C O N R Y  O F ST A F ­
F O R D .— The annual meeting will be held at the George 
Hotel, W ulfruna Street, W olverham pton, on Saturday, 
June 21st. Committee meeting at 6 p.m . and general 
meeting at 6.30. Handbells. Subscriptions are now 
due.— H. Knight, Hon. Sec., 15, Rugby Street, W olver­
hampton.

N O R W IC H  D IO C ESAN  A SSO C IA T IO N .— A meet­
ing will be held at Bergh Apton on Saturday, June 21st. 
Six silent tower bells available from 2.15 p.m . Service 
4.15. Tea, 4.45 at the Rectory, followed by business 
meeting. Names for tea as soon as possible lo  the Rev. 
A . St. J. Heard, The Rectory, Bergh Apton, Norwich.—  
A. G. G. Thurlow, Gen. Sec., 52, The Close, Norwich.

S O C IE T Y  O F  S H E R W O O D  Y O U T H S .— The 
annual meeting will be held at Vernon House, Friar 
Lane, Nottingham, on Saturday, June 21st. Handbells 
available from 2.30 p.m . All ringers invited. Own ar­
rangements for tea.— I. B. Thom pson, Hon. Sec.

SA L ISB U R Y  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D . —  Dorchester 
Branch.— A meeting will ( d .v . )  be held, by kind per­
mission o f Miss L. Clapcott, on the lawn at Bradford 
Peverell, on Saturday, June 21st. Handbells from 3 
p.m. Service at 4.30, to be followed by tea, handbells 
and social gathering. Kindly notify for tea by Monday, 
June 16th.— C. H- Jennings, Hon. Sec., 59, Portland 
Road, W yke Regis, W eym outh.

K E N T C O U N T Y  A SSO C IA T IO N — The 61st annual 
general meeting will be held at Gravesend ( d .v . )  on Sat­
urday, June 28th. Conjmittee meeting at St. G eorge’s 
Church at 3 p.m. Association service at 4, ccnducted by 
the Rector (Canon H. T. Southgate). Tea and business 
meeting at 5 at the Town Hall, by kind permission of 
His W orship  the M ayor, who will preside. Tea (free)

will be provided only for those members who notify me 
before Tuesday, June 24th, to allow arrangements to be 
made with the Fopd Control Committee. Travelling 
allowance up to 2s. 6d. will be allowed to practising 
members notifying and attending.— Fred M. Mitchell, 
Gen. Hon. Sec., 114, Sun Lane, Gravesend.

S H R O P S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  A meeting at 
Shrewsbury will be held on June 28th. Assemble at 
St. 'Chad’s at 3 p.m. Please note change o f address*—  
W . A . Farmer, 70, Oakfield Road, Shrewsbury.

B IR T H S .
S IB L E Y .— At 77, Caxton Street, Market Harborough, 

to Vera (nde Freeman), wife of H . E. Sibley, R .A .F ., 
late o f 26, Addison Road, Coventry, on May 27th, the 
g ift o f a son. Both well.

K E Y . —  T o  Marion, wife of Staff/Sgt. B . G . Key, 
R .A .O .C ., on June 8th, 1941 , at Burton-on-Trent —  
a daughter.

D E A T H .
B IB B Y.— On June 3rd, at Chester Royal Infirmary, 

W illiam , the beloved husband o f Elizabeth and father of 
John Edward, Francis and Norah M. Bibby, o f London 
Road, Frodsham, Cheshire.

S T E D M A N  T R IP L E S .
A VARIATION OF T. CARTER’S NO. 11. 

Treble the observation.
2314567 S H L Q

3247561 x 9S
2567431 x x
4557261 x
5267341 x x
2347651 x x
3657421 x x
6427531 x x
5437621 x
4627351 x x
6357241 x x

2764351 x x US
5462731 x x
3265471 x x
7345261 x x x

6547321 x x

3745621 x
2543761 x x
6342571 x x
7652341 x x x
4257631 x x .

Last five courses eight times repeated, calling extra 12.13 in second 
course of 2nd and 7th repetitions (22nd and 47th courses of peal). 
Round 12th six of 60th course.

First rung, on the back eight, at St. Peter Mancroft, Norwich, on 
January 15th, 1903, conducted by C. E. Borrett.

S IL E N T  A P P A R A T U S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. Herbert Drake has missed the point. It is easy to 
correct what in an ordinary bell we should call quick or slow striking. 
The difficulty is to reproduce in an apparatus the variations (if there 
are any) of the rate of striking by a single bell, caused by the greater 
or less arc in which the bell is swung.

MAURICE CLARKE.

BUY AN EXTRA COPY
OF

‘ THE RINGING WORLD* 
and tend it to a Serving Member of your Tower
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O ^ T  F R E E  

f r o m  th e  
R e v. E . S . P O W E L L , S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-BeU Treble

Dominated Methods) ...................... .............................. ... 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) ..........  ......................... .........................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section HI. (Double Norwich) ... 9 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF, TRIPLES METHODS ......................... ... 1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B............................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS .................  .....................................................................
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ..........  3

Cambridge Surprise Major ... ..........  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major .................  ... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................  1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ............................................................................................... 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ BOPE-SIGHT,’ I s .  lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
* STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof ana composition.

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
* SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
M i a s  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N  

W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s t o n ,  L a n c s

P U B L IC A T IO N S .
• G R A N D SIR E  D O U B LE S A N D  T R IP L E S , Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6£d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. R oe and M . Broome, Orchards, 
W onersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB M IN O R  A N D  M AJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND M AJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7$d. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 /-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /-).
O b tain able  on ly  p o st fre e  fr o m  R ev.’ E. S . POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V ica ra g e , neap D aven try .

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHINC
E st. 1 8 2 0  r  ■ —l. T el. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Lt d .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p ric es  in c re a se , 
p r e -w a r  q u aiity , and send  us y o u r  old  Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst n ot in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S
---------------------- ---------------------------

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IKKSTAND &  in Solid Silver

Diameter 2iin 2 Jin, 3iin. 3iin. 4in. 4|in. 5in. 5}in 
Price 1 8 /6  2 2 /6  2 8 /6  3 3 /6  4 2 /-  5 2 /6  6 7 /6  7 8  6

The 5in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T n  D I T C C C I  V Jeweller 
, C ,  and O ptician

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SM IT H  o f  DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  &  S on s, M idland C lock  W ork s, 

D erby, Ltd.
Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., D erby
Tel. No. DERBY 4 5 5 6 9  Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Printed for the Proprietor bv the Woodhrid^e Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildings, London, E.C.4.
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A YEAR OF THE BAN.
It is just a year since the ban on the ringing of church 

bells was imposed by the Ministry o f Hom e Security, 
in order that the use o f the bells might be kept exclu­
sively to give warning o f air invasion. At the time the 
regulation was made the attempted invasion of our 
shores, either from the sea or air or both, seemed to be 
im minent; the enemy, however, has not yet found it 
convenient to try conclusions in what would probably 
prove his final death struggle, but the possibility still 
hangs over this land, and until the threat disappears the 
bells for all ordinary purposes must remain silent.

Many others, besides ringers, disliked the b a n ; they 
missed the cheering sounds of the bells on Sundays par­
ticularly, and they found that the order not only robbed 
them o f a familiar background of generations o f parochial 
life, but seemed unnecessary in the extent of its restric­
tiveness. N o representations, however, even from the 
highest quarters, have succeeded in getting the ban eased 
by one iota and it can only be concluded that the Govern­
ment still believe that the sounding o f the church bells 
will be the most effective call to arms in the case of air 
borne invasion. N o one who knows anything about 
bells and the ringing of them has this illusion, but it 
seems fairly obvious that, as long as there is even the 
remotest possibility o f enemy troops landing from the 
air, so long will the ban remain.

The most remarkable thing about it is still the fact 
that if and when they hear church bells sounded, the 
public have no notion what they are to do. W e  have 
been told in a recent leaflet recently distributed to every 
household that when church bells are rung ‘ it is a warn­
ing to the local garrison that troops have been seen land­
ing from the air in the neighbourhood o f the church in 
question,’ and that the ringing of church bells in one 
place will not be taken up in neighbouring churches. 
After the recent experiences in Crete the futility of this 
proceeding, which, be it remembered, may be carried out 
only ‘ in accordance with directions given by a commis­
sioned officer of His M ajesty’ s forces or the chief officer 
o f police for the area,’ must be blatantly apparent to all 
but those obsessed with the idea that in these days 
church bells chimed can be heard far and wide over the 
countryside, even assuming that the chiming can be done 
in time to be o f the least use to ‘ the local garrison. ’

But why labour the point ? As ringers we know how 
ineffective this alarm will be, both through the delay 
that must in most cases inevitably happen in sounding it 
and from the limitation o f the area in which it will 
be audible. All the arguments, which we have from 

(Continued on page 290.)
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H EAVIEST BELLS

Cast in England 
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(ESTABLISH ED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most Important Clocks

0 In the World.
CLOCKS R EPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

'THE GUILDFORD GLOGK WORKS,’
Bankfield Terrace, Burley, Leeds.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t  , 
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved 

—as Illustration.
9Ct. H ALL MARKED GOLD . .  4 5 /- 
H ALL MARKED SILVER . .  7/6 
G IL T  OR W HITE M ETAL . .  4 /-
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

Exact size

GEO. STACEY, S B H "
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase o f the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in
* METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from ‘  The Ringing: World ' Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

time to time put forward to show how little worth while 
is this complete ban on bells for the purpose visualised 
by the makers o f the order, remain unchallenged.

W hat o f ringing under the ban? It has received, as 
was obvious from the outset must be the case, a tragic 
setback. Associations, most o f them, have made heroic 
efforts to keep their organisation intact, but most of 
them have suffered badly. It is not only the demands 
o f the Services that have depleted their ranks— in the 
majority o f cases these ringers have been kept upon the 
roll— but they have lost heavily by the slipping' away o f  
men who, having no bells to ring, have had their in­
terest sapped both in ringing and in the associations. 
Splendid work has been put in by many officials in their 
endeavours to keep the members together by organising 
periodical meetings. These gatherings have not, o f 
course, attracted as many ringers as in pre-ban days, 
but, where they have been held, they have been, we 
think, fully justified; and if they are continued they will 
help in the recovery after the war. The longer the ban 
lasts the more difficult it will be, but those who are 
looking to the future realise that unless some kind of 
touch is kept with the towers and the ringers who re­
main, reorganisation later is go in g  to be a long and 
formidable business.

Apart from the task which lies before association 
officials, however, there is a personal responsibility rest­
ing on all the members. They should feel it a matter of 
duty and honour to continue their support o f the asso­
ciation to which they are attached. Lack o f means in 
these days, when there is work for everyone, cannot be 
advanced as a reason for backsliding, as it was in the 
days o f depression. More probably, the large number 
o f unpaid subscriptions which every association is now 
deploring is due to want o f thought, and we would urge 
all those who wish our art well and who have taken an 
interest in ringing in the past to rally in these most 
difficult days to the support o f their associations, first 
by maintaining their subscriptions and secondly by at­
tending, even at some inconvenience, the meetings which 
are arranged. At present, it would seem that it is more 
than ever the ‘ stalwarts ’ who are carrying the load. 
To-day we are all trying to share one another’s burdens, 
let all ringers show their loyalty to their art by helping 
to lighten the burden o f those who are striving so 
valiantly to carry on the ringing associations, so that 
the ban will, at least, not be allowed to break down en­
tirely the machinery of the Exercise.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

HANDBELL PEALS.
ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX.

THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 
DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Monday, June 9, 7947, in Two Hours and Thirty-Five Minutes,
A i  24, S u f f o l k  R o a d ,

A PEAL O F  BOB MAJOR, 5(M CHANQEBf
M r s . J. T h o m a s .......................  1-2 I I sa a c  J. A t t w a t e r  .............. j - 6
Jo h n  T h o m a s  .......................  3-4 | H a r o l d  H o w so h .......................  7-8

Composed by F . B e n n e t t .  Conducted by J o h n  T h o m a s .

CHELTENHAM, GLOUCESTERSHIRE.
THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Wednesday, June 11. 1941, in One Hour and Fifty-One Minutes,
I n t h b  P a r is h  R o o m ,

A PEAL O F  G R A N D 8 IR E D O U B L E S , 5160 C H A N Q ES i 
Being 43 extents. Tenor size 11 in G.
L e o n a r d  T . S b e a s b y .............  1-2 | G b o r g e  R . H . S m i t h .............. 3 - 4

C h a r l e s  R o u s e .........................  S -6
Conducted b y  G e o r g e  R . H . S m it h .

First peal on handbells by all. First peal as conductor.



THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
(Continued, from page 281.)

T H E  LE G IT IM A T E  M E TH O D S C O M M ITTE E .
On the Methods Committee much could be written 

which would be both instructive and entertaining. For 
many years it was one of the most prominent features 
o f the Council’s meetings, it was the focus o f strong 
and keenly contested controversies, it was responsible 
for the largest number o f the Council’s publications, and 
it bore a leading part in the causes which led to the 
great development and advance in method ringing dur­
ing recent years. Much of its influence in the latter 
was indirect, but it was none the less real. Almost all 
its early activities were occupied with discussions and 
disputes stubbornly fought out in the Council, in the 
columns o f the ringing papers, by private cor­
respondence, and by personal contact.

O f all dead and dry dust and ashes, none are so dead 
and dry as the ashes o f burnt out controversies. W h o 
now cares anything for the hot and violent things that 
were said and written fifty or sixty years ago about 
Home Rule for Ireland? W h o  reads, or even tries to 
read any o f the hundreds o f books on controversial 
theology whose titles take up so much space in the 
catalogue o f a great library? Yet the issues once were 
alive and the fires burnt fiercely, nor was the heat alto­
gether dissipated and lost. So it has been in the Exer­
cise. The clever young men of to-day, when they come 
across any of the old controversies in the pages o f ‘ The 
Bell N ew s,’ or the reports o f the early Council meet­
ings, wonder what all the pother was about. T o  them 
the answers to the questions in dispute seem so obvious 
and hardly worth troubling about. Yet it was by means 
o f those discussions and controversies that the life of 
the Exercise was maintained.

The great mass of ringers, o f course, were not in­
terested. They had other matters to think about, and 
cared for none of those things. They had two words 
for the few who did care; sometimes they called them 
‘ fadd ists/ and sometimes they called them ‘ experts.’ 
Neither was a good name. The few were not faddists 
to any great extent, and they certainly were not ex­
perts. They were a handful of enthusiastic men who 
were trying to find out something about the truths 
which lie behind the science o f ringing, and who were 
groping more or less blindly in the dark. Some fol­
lowed w ill-o ’-the-w isps; some thought their own penny 
rushlights were the sun ; and some lost their ways in the 
dark. But something was gained and has been added 
to the common heritage of the Exercise.

The appointment of the committee was one o f the 
results of the attempt by the early leaders of the Coun- 

’ cil to tidy up things, and to reduce to law and order 
the chaotic condition in which (as they supposed) the 
science and art o f change ringing had grown up. The 
urge among many ringers to be known as composers 
had led them to produce and publish methods o f all 
sorts. It was a pleasant and an easy way o f gaining 
fam e; for once the art o f pricking changes had been 
learnt, it was a simple thing to ‘ compose ’ methods, 
and as harmless a diversion as solving cross-word 
puzzles. W hen it was done no one was a penny the 
better or a penny the w orse ; for in those days the 
chances o f a new method being rung were very remote 
indeed. If these people had torn up their papers or 
kept the figures to themselves, nothing could or would
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have been said; but they often managed to get them 
published in ‘ The Bell News ’ and thereby claimed to 
take a place among the men who have really done some­
thing for the science of change ringing. That sort o f 
thing offended Heywood and those who thought as he 
did. He considered it degraded the art and lowered 
its standards. Something must be done to stop the 
output o f this mass o f rubbish and a sharp line must be 
drawn between what were called legitimate methods 
and what were called ‘ illegitimate. ’ A few years later, 
in 1903, when he returned to the same theme, the Coun­
cil passed, at his direction, a resolution declaring that 
‘ in the opinion o f the Council the publication of palp­
ably false compositions and worthless methods reflects 
discredit on their com posers.’

T o  that opinion everybody might have been expected 
to give an assent; but "it did not g o  very far, since no 
one would be likely to publish methods if he considered 
them worthless. How was he to know ? And by what 
standard were other people to judge?

It was to answer these questions that the Legitimate 
Methods Committee had been appointed. They were 
expected to lay down a few clear and precise rules 
which everybody could understand and apply, and so 
put a stop to the publication o f rubbish.

The question was first brought before the Council by 
Earle Bulwer at the Norwich meeting in 1899. It is,
I think, most likely that when he and Heywood dis­
cussed the agenda and the subjects to be debated they 
decided that this was a suitable one to bring forward, 
and so Bulwer introduced it without more consideration 
than was necessary to make a good opening statement. 
Both he and Heywood had pretty clear general ideas of 
what should be allowed ; both knew a good  deal about 
the methods then ru n g ; and neither thought there 
would be any difficulty in finding the few necessary rules. 
They did not realise, however, that only the tiniest frac­
tion of possible methods had been examined, and they 
had not the least suspicion that there might be some 
really fundamental scientific laws which govern the pro­
duction o f methods.

So when he made his speech and gave what he 
thought might be the rules for method composition, 
Bulwer did not put them forward as more than a basis 
for discussion. His conditions may be read in an 
article in * The Ringing W orld  ’ o f January 28th last. 
They are of interest only as showing the general 
opinions o f leading men at the time.

The subject did "not evoke much interest in the Coun­
cil, and few members took part in the discussion; but 
Henry Law James introduced what he considered was 
a really scientific definition o f a method, and one round 
which the required rules could be drawn up. He asked 
for a committee to deal with the matter. It was duly 
appointed and consisted o f James himself, Henry Dains, 
John Carter, Arthur Craven, and myself. Bulwer and 
Heywood were invited to join, but neither was willing 
to form part of a committee which quite evidently would 
be dominated largely by Law Jam^s. Bulwer, however, 
reserved his right as secretary o f the Council to intervene 
if he thought fit, and he actually did so.

On paper the committee was a strong one, but its 
strength was largely illusory. From the beginning, in 
fact, it hardly existed at all as a committee. One or 
two m em berstook  no part in its work, and the others 
were quickly resolved into a number of jarring and 

(Continued on next page.)
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
(Continued from previous page.) 

warring individuals. There never was any co-opera­
tion, and it was well there was n o t ; for more good  came 
out o f the disputes than would have come out o f agree­
ment. It is well to pool your knowledge and experience 
when your knowledge is real knowledge ; but when it is 
not, it is better to disagree.

John Carter and Arthur Craven took no part in the 
comm ittee’s work and discussion, and retired after some 
years.

Arthur Craven was a good  com poser o f the second 
class. He produced many admirable peals, but none 
of any outstanding merit or value. To-day he is best 
known as the composer o f Surprise M ajor methods. 
He devoted much time to working them out, with a 
great deal o f  success ; but inevitably the best, such as 
Yorkshire, Pudsey, Rutland, Belgrave, Ealing, and the 
like, are just those that any competent man is bound to 
come across, and they have, in fact, been ‘ composed ’ 
by several persons. Craven’s gifts and qualifications 
were not such as to make him o f much use for the work 
o f the Methods Committee.

John Carter was a far abler com poser than Craven. 
He made a name which will be remembered as long as 
change ringing is practised, and it is scarcely necessary 
to mention the services he rendered to the art. But the 
brilliant intellectual gifts which enabled him to produce 
the odd-bob peal of Stedman Triples, and the ‘ circuits ’ 
o f Stedman Caters, were not such as would make him 
useful on a committee. He was like the majority of 
modern scientists and inventors, an experimental worker, 
and he was almost inarticulate. He could never ex­
plain to others the mental processes by which he 
achieved his results, and the reason was that he did not 
know himself. In the technical sense o f the word he 
was not a thinker, and so, though his work was excel­
lent, his opinions were often crude and useless. He did 
splendid work for the Exercise, but as a member o f the 
Central Council he was a failure.

I have already spoken o f Henry Dains and his work 
on the Peals Collection Committee, but it was in con­
nection with the Methods Committee that I was 
brought into the closest relationship with him. In deal­
ing with the work these men did for the Council, it is 
necessary, if I am to write true history, to point out 
their limitations and shortcomings, and that must create 
to some extent the impression that I am trying to dis­
parage them. That is sot so. I am trying to put on 
record a true account o f the Central Council and its early 
members. Like human life in general, their work was 
a fabric woven with w oof and web o f many colours, dark 
and light, strength and weakness, knowledge and ignor* 
ance, wisdom and foolishness, truth and error were all 
blended, as they always are in human affairs. There 
were square pegs in round holes, men who thought they 
knew and did not know that they did not know, and 
many more who were sincerely trying with some success 
and much failure to do something to improve the 
things belonging to ringing and ringers.

I knew Dains intimately and valued his friendship. I 
recognised his skill as a ringer and his industry and 
success as a composer. He was a thoroughly likeable 
man and a pleasant companion. In abilities and char­
acter he was much above the average o f his class. His

limitations were due partly to his education, and partly 
to a natural tendency o f his mind. He was born in 
a remote village in N orfolk and received the very ele­
mentary schooling of the village school. He was, of 
course, not illiterate or anything like it, but he had not 
the advantages o f education that later generations have 
had. In a general sense that mattered not at all, for 
he was successful in his trade, and held responsible posi-
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tions as clerk o f the works on buildings. It did show 
itself, however, when he came to discuss things with 
people like Law James. Though he definitely belonged 
to the older school o f London ringers and shared to the 
full their traditions and prejudices, he was genuinely 
anxious to range himself on the side o f the men who 
were looking forward. Almost alone among the lead­
ing London men he really welcomed the formation of 
the Council and threw himself wholeheartedly into its 
work. He was a man o f ideas, but by some defect in 
his mental equipment they almost always remained in 
a fluid state, and he had really little that was concrete 
to offer. In his writing and his speeches there were 
generally the same indefiniteness which made him largely 
ineffectual. Unlike John Carter, he was a man with 
whom one could discuss and argue questions, though 
his limitations were generally obvious. W ith Carter it 
was usually impossible to discuss matters. He thought 
that a thing (say Bob M ajor Lead Ends) was neces­
sary or it was n o t ; but he could give no good  reasons 

his opinion. That does not necessarily mean that 
his opinion was not sound nor based on good reasons.

Henry Dains was for several years an active member 
o f the Methods Committee and took much interest in its 
proceedings, but his actual contribution to its work was 
not grfeat.
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NORTH  STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
FIGHTING FOR EXISTENCE.

A meeting of the North Staffordshire Association was held at 
Kingsley on Saturday, June 7th. Several members and friends were 
present" from Derby, Leek, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent, Kingsley, Burton- 
011-Trent, Burslem and Ne\ycastle-under-Lyme. Tea was very kindly 
prepared for the visitors by the ringers of Kingsley in their homes.

Several touches on handbells were brought round on a very fine 
peal of handbells, which were a delight to handle.

Such meetings as that at Kingsley will long be remembered by 
those who attended. If meetings like this can be held during the 
war, it will he«p to pave the way to preserving the association.

The hon. secretary (Mr. Andrew Thompson) says, in regard to the 
continuance of the association during this war, that he would like 
to appeal to the members, who gave the association so much of their 
time during much happier days, to try to give a small amount of it 
now to helping the organisation. He is afraid that, even at the 
present time, the association is fighting for its existence in the ringing 
Exercise.

The membership by the end of 1940 was 127, including hon. mem­
bers, life members and the members serving in H.M. Forces, and only 
about 8 per cent, of the members are attending the meetings each 
month. If it were not for a faithful few the association would have 
to disband, and after the war it would mean many years of hard 
work to bring the association to the standard of pre-war days.

The next meeting will be held at Stone on Saturday, July 5th, and 
it will be very encouraging to the officers to have a good attendance.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION .
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING.

About 24 members attended a meeting of the Management Com­
mittee of the Gloucester and Bristol Diocesan Association, held at 
tlie Spreadeagle Hotel, Gloucester, on Saturday, June 7th. Mr. S. 
Romans was elected to the chair, as the Master (the Rev. N. E. Hope) 
was unable to attend owing to the illness of his wife, who had under­
gone a serious operation the evening before.

It was decided not to hold an annual meeting this year.
It was resolved to purchase 55 units of War Saving Certificates and 

to invest a further £21 17s. Id. from the Belfry Repair Fund in the 
Post Office Savings Bank.

It was reported that the membership of the association had fallen 
to 334, and that there had been a loss on the year of £11 13s. Branch 
receipts had been halved and the expenditure reduced by nearly 
50 per cent. The committee are anxious to maintain the present 
membership, low though it may appear to be, so that a useful start 

(Continued in next column.)

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .
NORTH BUCKS BRANCH ANNUAL MEETING.

The annual meeting of the North Bucks Branch of the Oxford 
Diocesan Guild was held at Bletchley on Saturday, June 7tli, when 
some 20 members, together with friends from the Bedfordshire Asso­
ciation, attended. The service was conducted by the Rector (the Rev. 
J. L. Milne), and the address was given by the chairman of the 
branch (the Rev. J. P. Taylor, of Hanslope).

Unfortunately, tea could not be arranged and the business meeting 
followed the service. The chairman presided, supported by the Rev. 
C. E. Wigg (Deputy Master of the Guild).

The balance sheet and the lion, secretary’s report were adopted, and 
officers of the branch were re-elected.

Newport Pagnell, Stony Stratford and Hanslope were chosen for 
quarterly meetings and Bletchley again for the annual meeting.

The Deputy Master complimented the branch 011 the successful way 
it was being carried on under difficult circumstances, and said he was 
pleased to see a good attendance at the meeting.

Votes of thanks were accorded to the Rev. J. L. Milne for the 
welcome extended to the branch and to the chairman for his very 
inspiring address. The organist was also included in the vote.

Methods and selections on handbells concluded the meeting, a very 
successful one but for one exception. Something was missing; the 
general secretary, Mr. R. T. Hibbert, owing to lack of travelling 
facilities, had to" forgo his annual visit to North Bucks.

T H U R S T A N S  R E V E R S E D .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I would just like to state that there is 110 reflection 011 
Mr. Emery for the statement re the peal at Chislehurst. The result 
of the correspondence has beyond a doubt proved that the composi­
tion called was not the One-Part. With best thanks for your in­
dulgence. H. H.

(Continued from previous column.) 
can be made when the ban is lifted. They strongly urge that, after 
such a long spell of inactivity, great care should be given to peals of 
bells before any ringing is resumed, and that some of the bad going 
bells should receive expert attention.

After the meeting some excellent touches on handbells were rung, 
including spliced methods, and welcome visitors were Messrs. Wilfred 
Williams, Caleb Fenn and W. Shorter.

Thanks are due to Mr. John Austin for arranging the meeting and 
to the handbell ringers 011 the train to Bristol for their well-struck 
Grandsire Triples. (Only a ticket collector could spoil such ringing, 
and he did.)

*9

John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH

T H E

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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B E L F R Y  G O S S IP .
A Sunday meeting is to be held by the Western Division of the 

Sussex Association at Pulborough on the 29th inst. This is a some­
what new departure and the result will be of considerable interest 
to others outside the immediate district.

The handbell peal of Bob Major, conducted by Mr. Jack Thomas, 
on June 9th, was rung as a farewell to one of his pupils. Harold 
Howson, who is joining the Navy, was in the early Grandsire stage 
when church bell ringing was suspended, and he took up handbell 
ringing only five months ago. He has since rung five peals, one of 
Bob Minor, one of Minor in four methods and one in seven methods, 
and two peals of Bob Major. He has also rung touches in four plain 
and eight Treble Bob methods, including Cambridge Surprise. We 
hope Mr. Howson will return safely to make liis further mark in 
the Exercise when peace is restored.

If any of our readers should know of any ringer living in or near 
Johannesburg, South Africa, Mr. C. Chambers, of 16, Merlin Street, 
Kensington, Joliannesburg, will be glad to have his address.

Fifty years ago next Monday a fire broke out in the Loughborough 
Foundry and destroyed a large part of the works and the bell tower 
with its eight bells.

On June 16th, 1816, 5,080 changes of Oxford Treble Bob Royal were 
rung at St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch.

Jasper Snowdon was born at Ilkley in Yorkshire on June 18th, 1844.
One hundred and eighty-five years ago to-day a peal of Garthings 

Trebles was rung on the bells of St. Peter-at-Arclies, Lincoln, the 
church which not long ago was pulled down to widen the street. 
Garthings Trebles was the original peal of Grandsire Triples com­
posed by John Garthon, of Norwich.

On June 23rd, 1882, the first peal by the Derby and District Associa­
tion (Grandsire Triples) was rung at St. Alkmund’s, Derby. Later 
on the association became the Midland Counties Association.

The only peal ever rung on a greater number of bells than twelve 
was one of 5,055 Stedman Sextuples or Thirteen-in on handbells at 
Birmingham on June 24th, 1922. Mr. Albert Walker conducted.

Sam Thomas, of Sheffield, died on June 24th, 1924. at the age of 53.
Fifty years ago to-day five peals were rung. They consisted of 

Grandsire Triples 2, Kent Treble Bob Major 1, and Oxford Treble 
Bob Major 2.

D E A T H  O F A  P U D S E Y  R IN G E R .
FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY..

The death has occurred, with tragic suddenness, of Mr. James 
William Baxendale, of Pudsey, Yorks. Although Mr. Baxendale had 
not enjoyed the best of health for the past few years, his death was 
altogether unexpected; in fact, he was in the company of some of his 
brother ringers on the evening prior to his passing away, and then 
seemed to be quite his usual self.

Mr. Baxendale will long be remembered for his geniality, his out­
spoken comments and his love of an argument ; no company was ever 
dull if he was there, and he will be sadly missed when ringing starts 
again.

He was an excellent ringer, a good striker and a good method man. 
He was one of the original Surprise band at Pudsey. His total of 
26 peals is by no means indicative of his abilities, a big proportion 
were of Surprise Major, and include the first of Cambridge, Super­
lative, Bristol and Pudsey Surprise on the bells of St. Lawrence’s, 
Pudsey, the latter two being the first in the county of Yorkshire.

Mr. Baxendale was always deeply interested in the affairs of the 
Leeds and District Society and for some years held office as president. 
His unorthodox but effective way of controlling a meeting was an 
inspiration; he believed in getting on with things.

The funeral service was held in the Parish Church, Pudsey, and was 
attended by many of deceased’s ringing friends. At the close of the 
service four members of the Leeds and District Society, Messrs. J. 
Thackray, P. J. Johnson, W. Barton and J. Ambler, rang a course of 
Grandsire Triples in the nave of the church. The interment took 
place afterwards at Wortley, Leeds.

‘ R IN G IN G * ON S IL E N T  B E L L S
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I have recently had my first experience of change ringing 
on ‘ silent ’ bells, i.e., without any type of apparatus. Not only did
I find it difficult, but also I am certain that it permits intolerably 
bad striking to go unchecked.

In my opinion, all towers should be fitted with some efficient but 
simple and easily constructed apparatus, and so long as it is reliable 
and constant in itself, it matters little if it only approximates to the 
sounds of an open clapper. Most of the time gained when ‘ coming 
in ’ is saved at the beginning of the stroke, and the end of the pre­
ceding one and the amount the bell rises after the strike (whether 
of the clapper or the apparatus) only concerns the next stroke.

If the apparatus will operate at a distance below the balance (as 
certain types will) there is no need to * drive * the bells, which, as 
was pointed out some time since in an editorial, makes hard work 
for the tenors. Such an apparatus would, if anything, improve 
striking, as even greater care would be called for "in timing, and 
would not only provide practice and instruction for new recruits, but 
also help to keep the band together—a verv important result.

Accrington. v r . LEIGH.
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C I T Y  O F  L O N D O N  C H U R C H E S .
F IR E  E F F E C T  ON TO W E R S . 

Safeguarding o f Bells.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—A note in your last issue draws attention to the fact 
that the tower of St. Mary-le-Bow is out of upright, with the alarm­
ing suggestion that this may necessitate its demolition.

We need not worry unduly about this. The tower was first found 
to be ‘ out of plumb ’ during construction of the Central London 
Railway nearly forty years ago, and the movement of the tower 
ceased with the completion of the tunnelling. History says that Wren 
made usa in his foundations of a ‘ Roman causeway which he found 
on the site; presumably this was affected by the removal of soil and 
water from below. I do not think the lean of the tower (very marked 
when seen from the west end of Cheapside) has become greater in 
the intervening years.

I do not doubt the stability of the tower, but feel some apprehen­
sion regarding the effect of fire on Bow and some other London 
towers, particularly St. Andrew’s, Holborn, and St. Clement’s. Port­
land stone does not stand fire very well, and in these towers are 
remains of much more ancient structures, so it is possible that they 
have been weakened by the ordeal.- However, the ringers will not 
have much to say as to whether these towers will eventually be suit­
able for ringing peals equivalent to those we have lost—that is chiefly 
a matter for tne architects to decide.

Regarding Bow bells, I have failed to get authoritative information, 
but fear the worst, as one or two pieces of a large bell could be seen 
at the base of the tower after the disaster.

No steps appear to have been taken to safeguard Bow bells, and 
I am concerned for the safety of another important twelve, viz., 
Southwark Cathedral, where the bells have been taken down and 
deposited on the floor in the north and south transepts. There is 
now nothing between the bells and the stone vaulting over (covered 
by a massive timber roof). In the event of a ‘ direct hit,’ therefore, 
the bells will be precious little safer than when they were in the 
tower. They should be well packed with sandbags, etc., which need 
not be a costly business. At St. Clement’ s the bells were lowered to 
the bottom of the tower, but no further precautions taken, the result 
being that when the trouble came practically all were broken by the 
mass of burning debris from above.

I believe the people who dealt with the bells gave advice in both 
the above cases; it was not, of course, their business to do anything 
more, but perhaps some of the church authorities resemble the archi­
tects mentioned by Mr. Trollope—rather resentful of advice, par­
ticularly when it is proffered by the ‘ small fry ’ of the ringing 
Exercise. Perhaps those of us who are able to speak with some 
authority could make a deeper impression.

I read lately a letter signed ‘ Tourist ’ which at least one of your 
readers seems inclined to take seriously. I don’t think any of us 
need get ‘ het up ’ about this gentleman’s opinions, his absurd com­
parisons and the general tone of his letter proclaim that he has but 
a superficial knowledge of his subject. I expect he has been so busy 
‘ piling up ’ towers that he has not given himself time to make more 
than a casual inspection of any church, in London or elsewhere.

Admittedly there are many" ugly churches in London, but this is 
not peculiar to the Metropolis, and even in the dreariest period of 
church building some fine churches and towers were built. The 
London standard has never been lower, but has always been a bit 
above that of the provinces or of Scotland.

Good churches have appeared in London at all times, even in the 
1750 (or St. George’s, Southwark) period, and if ‘ Tourist,’ under 
proper guidance, could study some of the best, he might be able to 
forgive or forget the ugly ones.

The work of Wren and his immediate followers must not be ‘ lumped 
in ' with anything that followed. It forms a class of its own. It 
should be remembered that Wren had to rebuild about fifty churches 
on their ancient confined sites—usually so closely surrounded with 
other buildings that little of the exterior could be seen. He, there­
fore, spent the money at his disposal inside the churches, and ex­
ternally where the architectural detail could be seen, usually in the 
steeples. At St. Lawrence Jewry practically all the detail is concen­
trated in the east end, fortunately still intact. I have always doubted 
whether the timber and lead steeple of this church was actually the 
work of Wren. Some people agree with me that the tower has 
greater dignity without it!

The glory of the .City churches (apart from towers, organs and 
bells) is in the highly expert craftsmanship shown chiefly in carved 
woodwork, elaborate plaster ceilings, etc. Much of the best, alas! is 
gone, but some no doubt will survive, and it is to be hoped that in 
those churches which are eventually restored the best features of the 
originals will be reproduced. There are craftsmen to-day who can 
carve wood and model plaster as well as the old ones could—but if 
takes time—and money! Perhaps some influential bodies with the 
necessary finances at their disposal will interest themselves in the 
great work of restoration; this is, I understand, very likely to happen 
in the case of one important City church.

RICHARD P. DEAL.
9, Crosby Road, Forest Gate, E.7.

T H E  F U T U R E  O F  T H E  T O W E R S .
PREVIOUS PROPOSALS RECALLED.

Several schemes for the future of the City of London churches, 
says the ‘ Daily Telegraph,’ await the judgment of the special com­
mission appointed by the Bishop of London, Dr. G. F. Fisher, with 
Lord Merriman as chairman.

One is to leave towers which are not substantially damaged and 
clear the rest of the sites if restoration is impracticable.

The position is complicated by the necessity for a new plan for the 
City. This may mvolve the total disappearance of some historic 
churches whether they have been bombed or not.

Proposals to take down certain churches and rebuild them in the 
suburbs, the correspondent gathers, are not likely to be popular. 
Similar schemes in the past have been strenuously resisted by those 
anxious that the City should keep as much as possible of its ancient 
character. '

It will be remembered that some years ago a scheme put forward 
by a committee, appointed by the late Bishop of London, to dispose 
of the sites of a number of churches, met with great opposition, even 
from the City Corporation itself.

The Central Council, too, at their meeting in 1920 passed a resolu­
tion on the subject, but on the advice of some of the clergy present, 
limited their representations to the question of towers and bells. 
They agreed, on the motion of the late Canon Elsee, after amend­
ments to include references to the churches themselves had been 
defeated, to urge the desirability of preserving all towers in the City 
in which there are notable rings of Dells.

The list of threatened churches at that time included St. Michael’s, 
Cornhill (12 bells); St. Magnus’ , London Bridge (10); All Hallows’ , 
Lombard Street (10), since demolished; St. Dunstan’s-in-the-East; St. 
Dunstan’s-in-the-West; St. Botolph’s, Aldgate; St. Stephen’s, Coleman 
Street (all containing 8 bells); and St. Vedast’s, Foster Lane (6). 
Eleven other churches were also included. Some of these, of course, 
have now been destroyed by enemy action.

If the proposal is adopted to leave towers which are not substantially 
damaged, even though the rest of the site is cleared if restoration is 
impracticable, ringers will be keen to know what will happen to the 
bells where these are still intact or are capable of being replaced.

City bells have suffered very badly with the churches, and the future 
in store for some of the notable rings will be watched, not only with 
interest, but also with anxiety.

D E A T H  O F R E V . W . P E N N IN G T O N  B IC K F O R D
RECTOR OF ST. CLEMENT DANES’ .

London ringers will greatly regret to learn of the death on Thurs­
day of last week, at the age of 66, of the Rev. W. Pennington - 
Bickford, who had been Rector of St. Clement Danes’ , Strand, for 
31 years. The final destruction of his church by enemy action, says 
‘ The Times,’ was a tremendous blow, which may well have proved 
fatal to him, though only a few days before he died he was planning 
its restoration after the war.

The son of Rear-Admiral James E. Bickford, he was born at Ply­
mouth and educated at Ashburton Grammar School. In a sketch of 
his career 4 The Times ’ says he began his long connection with St. 
Clement Danes’ in 1895 as a layman, assisting the Rev. J. J. H. S. 
Pennington, the then Rector, as a voluntary organist. After four 
years at Clare College, Cambridge, he was ordained to the curacy 
of St. Clement Danes' in 1905, and was also churchwarden. In 1907 
he married the Rector’s daughter, Miss Louie Pennington, and added 
Pennington to his surname by deed poll.

In 1910, when the living fell vacant, he was appointed Rector. To 
both the IJector and his wife—and it is difficult to separate one from 
the other—the church was their absorbing interest. They made it 
also a centre of church and classical music, when the Rector formed 
an orchestra which gave frequent concerts.

The ancient church, which is of Danish and Saxon origin, was re­
garded as the parish church of Danes in London.

Oranges and lemons have long been associated in nursery rhyme 
with St. Clemen’s, and an annual oranges and lemons service was 
instituted by the Rector. Members of the Danish community sub­
scribed yearly towards the cost of the fruit, which was handed to 
little St. Clement Danes’ children by little Danish children. The 
church was also Australia’s church in Loudon, and the first Anzac 
Day commemoration service was held there on April 25th, 1920. Dr. 
Johnson worshipped in St. Clement Danes’ , and the Rector instituVd 
a service on the anniversary of his death (December 13tli) in 1993, 
which has since been held annually under the auspices of the Johnson 
Club. He founded the Johnson Society of London in 1929.

The Rector was chaplain to the London County Association, which, 
established in 1824 as the St. James’ Society at St. James’ , Clerkcn- 
well, moved its headquarters to St. Clement Danes’ in 1839. He 
freauently attended the annual meetings of the association.

He restored the ‘ Bells of St. Clemen’s,’ which are known all over 
the world through the nursery rhyme, and they were opened by 
Queen Alexandra in 1919. For this occasion Mrs. Bickford wrote a 
special hymn, which the Rector set to music.

It was at this church in 1919 that the first peal by the Ancient 
Free and Accepted Masons of England was rung. Mr. Bickford took 
a great interest in the performance and arranged an impressive service 
on the occasion of the dedication of the peal board.
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E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .
SATISFACTORY FINANCIAL POSITION.

The Late M r. Ceorge Dent's Bequest.
The sixty-second annual meeting of the Essex Association was held 

at Chelmsford on Saturday, May 31st, when upwards of 45 members 
attended. Service was held in the Cathedral at%4 p.m., and in the 
course of his address the Provost (the Very Rev. W. E. R. Morrow) 
said: ‘ There will be a lot of work for the bellmakers after the war. 
When the time comes- the bells will be rung with greater fervour 
than ever before. A great many people miss the message of the bells. 
Your bells are democratic. They are rung for the King as well as 
the lowliest in the land. So, ring on, brothers, in spirit, if you can­
not ring the material bells. When victory comes you will ring in 
those years of peace which we hope will follow.5

The Master, Dr. P. T. Spencer Phillips, J.P., presided at the meet­
ing which followed in the Chapter House, and in his report said :
‘ Owing to the conditions under which we now live, this, the 62nd 
annual report, is not very encouraging, since the use of tower bells 
for the practice of our art has been prohibited. However, we still 
have handbells, and their use is very instructive and should be made 
more use of than is at present the custom.’

THE YEAR’S STATISTICS.
Membership for the year, he stated, showed a decrease of six, tli£re 

being 65 hon. members, 725 ringing members, and 281 non-resident 
members, and there are 102 towers in union. District meetings had 
been held at Earls Colne, Witham, Bocking, Broomfield, Great 
Baddow, Tendring, Kirby-le-Soken, Ardleigh, All Saints’ , Colchester, 
and Epping. The average attendance at all these meetings was 27, 
but at Epping an excellent attendance of 70 was attained and 20 new 
members were elected.

The following peals were rung during 1940: Bob Royal 1, Super­
lative Surprise Major 1, New Cambridge'Surprise Major 1, Cambridge 
Surprise Major 1, Double Norwich Major 1, Kent Treble Bob Major 1, 
Bob Major 1, Minor in 7 methods 1; on handbells, Bob Royal 1, Bob 
Major 2, Grandsire Doubles 4; the conductors being F. Lufkin 4, C. W. 
Woolley 4, P. Green 1, J. A. Bullock 2, J. Bullock 1, U. W. Wildney
1, L. W. Wiffen 1, with one peal of Grandsire Doubles non-conducted. 
One member rang his first peal and four their first in the method.

The Master regretted to record the death of the following mem­
bers : George Dent, of Harlow, many years Master of the North- 
Western District; R. Hutson, of Maldon; G. B. Lucas, of Waltham­
stow; S. Bingham and G. F. Smith, of Rayleigh; W. Coppin, of Hal­
stead; G. T. Bartram, J.P., of Braintree, an hon. life member ; Alfred 
Bowel 1, of Ipswich, a non-resident member well known for his work 
in rehanging various peals throughout the county; G. Perry, of 
Loughton: and J. Corney, of Woodford, who was killed in action in 
Africa while serving with the R.A.F. shortly after receiving the D.F.M.

The accounts continued to be satisfactory; there had been no grant 
during the year from the Bell Restoration Fund, which now had a 
balance of £89 2s. 8d.

Through the generosity of Mr. W. J. Nevard, a board had been 
erected and consecrated at Great Baddow Church to commemorate 
a peal of Double Norwich rung half-muffled in memory of the late 
Mr. C H. Howard.

The Master concluded by thanking the district masters and secre­
taries and the general secretary for all their work and the com­
mittee for their help.

On the general account there was a balance of £235 13s. 8d., 
£5 6s. 8d. less than in the previous year. The receipts had been 
£45 13s. 4d., of which £36 15s. 9d. was from the districts and £8 17s. 
7d. from interest. The expenses, which included £7 7s. Id. transferred 
to the Bell Restoration Fund, amounted to £51.

The report and accounts were adopted, and the following officers 
were elected; Master, Dr. P. T. Spencer Phillips, J .P .; secretary and 
treasurer, Mr. L. J. Clark; peal secretary, Mr. L. W. Wiffen ̂  trustees, 
Messrs. G. Green, E. J! Runter and H. W. Sliadrack; auditors, Messrs. 
R. C. Heazel and E. J. Butler; Central Council representatives, 
Messrs. J. Cornford, E. J. Butler and G. R. Pye and Miss H. G. 
Snowden.

Messrs. W. Spokes (Danbury), R. Sharpington (Galleywood) and J. 
French (Earls Colne) were elected life members of the association. 

INTEREST ON £600 FOR HARLOW RINGERS.
The Hon. Secretary referred to the will o f the late Mr. George Dent, 

of Harlow Common, under which the sum of £600 had been left in 
trust to pay the income to the ringers of St. Mary Magdalene’s 
Church, Potter Street, Harlow, according to their attendance and 
punctuality so long as they carried on the art of scientific change 
ringing at that church, but for no other kind of ringing or chiming 
whatever. Should the practice of scientific change ringing cease to 
b^ carried on at the said church, the income of the fund is to be 
paid to the Essex Association of Change Ringers.

Mr. Clark said that the £600 had already been paid over to the 
Chelmsford Diocesan Board of Finance and that the income from the 
fund would be from £18 to £20 a year. He expressed the hope that 
the Harlow Common ringers would continue for many years to practise 
the art., but the association should keep the matter in mind *so that 
if at some future time change ringing should be discontinued at 
Harlow Common they could see that the income was dealt with in 
accordance with the late Mr. Dent’s wishes.

(Continued in next column.)

D E A T H  O F  E X -S E R G T . J. W IL L IA M S
A WELL-KNOWN GLOUCESTERSHIRE RINGER.

We regret to announce the death of ex-Sergt. Joseph Williams, 
which took place at his residence, Oak Wood, Newent, Gloucestershire, 
on Tuesday, June 10th, at the age of 88. He leaves a son and three 
daughters to anourn their loss, his wife having predeceased him about 
two years ago after a married life of some 67 years.

Ex-Sergt Joseph Williams was born at Coin St. Alwyn’s, Gloucester­
shire, in the year 1852. At the age of 18 he joined the Gloucester­
shire Constabulary, and after serving in different parts of the county 
went to Newent as sergeant in charge of the Newent Petty Sessional 
Division in 1891, retaining this position until he retired in 1903, after 
serving 32 years in the force. On his retirement he Was presented

by the chairman o f the Bench 
with a testimonial and a purse 
of £50, which had been sub­
scribed by the townspeople of 
Newent. Up to the last he was 
affectionately known to many 
friends as ‘ The Sergeant.*

Mr. Williams after leaving the 
police was appointed school at­
tendance officer for the Newent 
district and held this post for 19 
years, retiring at the age of 70.

Although Mr. Williams did not 
take up ringing until he was 60 
years of age, he made rapid pro­
gress and soon mastered the 
standard methods. He rang 125- 
peals in all, consisting of Triples, 
Major, Caters and Cinques. His 
last peal was Bob Major at St. 
Lawrence's Church, Barnwood, 
on June 3rd, 1939, the average 
age of the ringers being 74J- years 
and Mr. Williams being in his 
87th year, a remarkable achieve­
ment of which he was very proud. 
It was no fault of his that he 
did not ring further peals.

Mr. Williams also took a great interest in tune ringing and was 
never happier than when with his old friend John Austin manipu­
lating four bells in hand to a tune or sitting back to back and tapping 
off a course of Grandsire Triples. He was a regular attendant at all 
district meetings, and his cheery countenance, his erect figure and his 
happy disposition will be sadiy missed by his many friends and 
colleagues.

Deep sympathy will be extended to his son and three daughters, 
one of whom (Mrs. Tyndall) was bereaved by the loss of her husband 
only a few days before the death of her father.

The funerai service was held at St. Mary’s Church, Newent, on 
Friday, and was conducted by the Vicar (the Rev. C. J. K. Burnell). 
The coffin was met at the entrance to the church by the Vicar and 
surpliced choir, of which Mr. Williams had been a member for nearly 
50 years, a processional hymn being sung as the cortege proceeded 
to the chancel, where handbells were rung for a few moments. During 
the service the anthem, ‘ O rest in the Lord,’ w'as sung, the solo being 
beautifully rendered by Mr. D. O’Shea, a member of the choir. At 
the conclusion of the service handbells were rung in the porch as the 
coffin and mourners passed through, and at the graveside a course 
of Grandsire Triples was rung by J. W. Jones 1-2, S. E. Romans 34, 
J. Austin 5-6, W. H. Harris 7-8.

In addition to the family mourners and friends, there were -present 
representing the Gloucester and Bristol Diocesan Association the Rev. 
N. Hope, Master; Ross and Hereford, Mr. J. Clark and Mr. W. Poston; 
Llandaff and Monmouth Diocesan Association, Mr. J. W. Jones; 
South Forest Branch, Lydney, of the Gloucester and Bristol Diocesan 
Association, Mr. J. Davis; Ancient Society of Crypt Youths, Messrs. 
J. Austin, H. Austin, W. H. Harris and S. E. Romans. Among the 
many floral tributes was a wreath from the Ancient Society of Crypt 
Youths, Gloucester.

(Continued from previous column.)
Votes of thanks were passed to the Master and general secretary 

for their work during the year, to the Provost for allowing the use 
of the Cathedral and Chapter House, and to Mr. F. R. Frye for his 
services at the organ.

Following the meeting, 43 members had tea at Cannon’s Restaurant. 
Handbells and eight silent tower bells were made good use of during 
the afternoon and evening.

BURBAGE, LEICESTERSHIRE. — On Sunday, June 8tli, at 58, 
Lychgate Lane, 504 Grandsire Triples : Pte. A. J. Adams, R.A.O.C. 
(conductor) 1-2, A. Ballard 3-4, F. K. Measures 5-6, W. J. Clough 7-8. 
Rung as a farewell to Pte. Adams after an attempt for a quarter- 
peal had been lost near the end. Practices are held on Wednesday 
evenings at 8 o’clock and on Sunday mornings at 11 a.m. at Stedman, 
128, Sketchley Road, Burbage.
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P E A L  C O M P O S IT IO N S .
DIFFICULTIES OF INCLUSION IN ASSOCIATION REPORTS.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—-As a general secretary with many years’ experience,

• may I be allowed to add to, and perhaps criticise, the very interest­
ing points brought out in Mr. Barton’s letter?

Solely from the point of view of keeping a. complete record, the 
insistence of the Yorkshire Association on publication in the annual 
reports of all compositions is to be commended. There are occasions 
when it is very unsatisfactory not to know what composition has 
been rung in a particular peal. As Mr. Barton states, no composer 
can be entirely trusted not to make a mistake, and when, as some­
times happens, a false composition is discovered, it is difficult, and 
perhaps impossible, for associations to be sure whether or not this 
particular peal has been rung and included in its records.

A few years ago, when the Middlesex Association’s rules were 
revised, a rule was adopted which provides that the composition of 
any peal rung must be forwarded to the secretary, unless it is 
apparent from the report of the peal in the ringing Press what the 
composition actually is. Several associations have a somewhat similar 
rule, and many endeavour to publish the compositions. But there are 
difficulties, and it is the realisation of these which doubtless is the 
reason why the officials of many associations, especially when rules do 
not cover the point, make no effort to collect the figures of peals rung.

Amongst these difficulties is the question of expense- Annual reports 
cost a great deal of money, and many associations cannot possibly 
afford the pages that would be necessary to publish the compositions 
of even a selection of the peals rung. Thus at once the record is 
incomplete. Another difficulty is the slackness of conductors, and I 
think I can speak with experience of this matter. A peal may be 
rung in the early part of the year covered by the annual report, and 
unless the official responsible for collecting compositions is continually 
011 the alert, it is quite possible that it is not until several months 
later that he finds the composition lias not been sent to him. On 
enquiry, the conductor has forgotten what composition he called, or 
has mislaid the figures. That is only one instance of many in con­
nection with the difficulty of collecting compositions.

Another difficulty, although not a very important one, is the ques­
tion of originality. It requires an expert to decide whether a par­
ticular composition is the work of ‘ B ,’ or previously of ‘ A ,’ and 
during my several years’ experience I have received many rather 
critical letters on this point.

The greatest difficulty of all, however, is the question of proof. Mr. 
Barton, at the end of his interesting letter, asks the following ques­
tion, ‘ How many associations could claim an unblemished peal list 
if all their records were checked ?’ I think the answer is that very 
few associations have been fortunate enough to avoid ringing false 
peals. But I would like to put this question, ‘ How many false 
compositions have been rung a second or a third time, or even on 
several occasions, through being published in an association report?’ 
I suggest that the answer to this question is an unknown quantity.

It should be remembered that an association report has a wide 
circulation, and many get into the hands of conductors who are quite 
likely to use the figures of peals published therein. I wonder how 
many times the compositions referred to by Mr. Barton have been 
rung1 through being published in his association’s reports, and rung 
not only for the Yorkshire Association. Even if the falseness is imme­
diately discovered and pointed out through the ringing Press or 
through a subsequent report, the figures in many copies of the original 
still remain uncorrected, and may easily be rung again and again.

The question is not only one of ‘ keeping a record.’ It is also one 
of seeing that the records are true, before publication. This is a. job 
for an expert, who is not always available. It has, however, during 
the last few years been tackled by the association of which I am 
secretary. I am quite aware of the difficulty, but it does appear to 
me that before an association publishes a composition it should be 
checked.

Before leaving this matter there is one more thought that comes 
to my mind. Some years ago I heard a well-known ringer-composer 
say that it was a great pity that the falseness of the Southwark Cathe­
dral long peal of Stedman Cinques was discovered, and, having heard 
most of that performance, I felt inclined to agree. There is an old 
saying, ‘ Where ignorance is bliss, etc.,' and perhaps this is the 
answer to Mr. Barton's final question, to which I have already re­
ferred. On the other hand, perhaps it is not, so I still feel that 
associations should face up to this matter, and, whilst making every 
endeavour to keep Yheir records complete, at the same time see that 
they are true. C. T. COLES,

Hon. Sec., Middlesex County Association.

D E A T H  O F C A N O N  G. H . R ID O U T .
HIS WTORK FOR RINGING IN SOUTH AFRICA.

Many of our readers, and particularly members of Cambridge 
University Guild, will regret to hear of the death in Johannesburg 
on May 5th of Canon G. H. Ridout, at the age of 69 years, after a 
comparatively short illness, which began with influenza and eventually 
developed into pneumonia.

Change ringing in South Africa has never flourished. Isolated 
efforts have been made occasionally in the few places where there are 
rings of bells to give it a foothold, with only fleeting success, but 
Canon Ridout, in a city without any peal of bells, continued his 
efforts to cultivate change ringing on handbells over a long period 
of years in face of many disappointments and almost insurmountable 
difficulties.

From time to time he has succeeded in getting a band together 
and some progress was made, only to see hopes dashed by the de­
parture of some member of the limited little company which he 
formed. He did, however, succeed in ringing three peals of Bob 
Minor on handbells at various times in South Africa.

A few years ago he enlisted the interest of two or three mission 
sisters and a promising advance was made for a time, but was not 
sustained. More lately the arrival in Johannesburg of Mr. C. 
Chambers led to a revival of handbell ringing. He came in contact 
with Canon G. H. and Miss Ridout, and Bob Minor was successfully 
practised, although Mr. Chambers had previously had little experience 
of handbells. Since then Canon Ridout, Miss Ridout, Mr. Chambers 
and his wife have been practising Grandsire Triples, and the death 
of the leader of the party is a severe blow, which threatens to put 
an end to the operations, although it is sincerely to be hoped that 
every effort will be made to carry on.

Canon Ridout was at Selwyn College, Cambridge, in the early 
nineties of last century and joined Cambridge University Guild, of 
which he was treasurer in 1893, the year in which the late Rev. 
C. W. O. Jenkyn was secretary. Canon Ridout had been in South 
Africa for about thirty years, but he visited England in 1929 and was 
able to join the members of the GuiM in their celebration of its 
jubilee and to meet many of his old friends of undergraduate days. 
He had been a regular reader of * The Ringing World ’ from the start 
of this paper, and although he was separated by thousands of miles 
from the old country, his interest in ringing was as great as if he 
had lived in England all his life.

D E A T H  O F A  W A T H  R IN G E R .
FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE BARNSLEY SOCIETY.

The death occurred on May 23rd of Mr. Charles Walsh at the age 
of 63 years. He was interred in Darfield Churchyard on May 27th.

Mr. Walsh was a native of Darfield and was one of the local ringers 
for a great number of years. Later, however, he joined the Wath 
company, with which he did the majority of his method and peal 
ringing in many Minor methods. He was a member of the Yorkshire 
Association, which he joined in 1907. He was also a member of the 
local societies within the Southern District of the Yorkshire Associa­
tion, but he was chiefly associated with the Barnsley and District 
Society, being one of the first ringers to join when it was founded 
in 1909.

He was elected vice-president in 1914 and became president in 1920. 
He rang in all 21 peals and conducted one. He was alwaj's at the 
heavy end, and this was a man’s job at Wath on the old six.

Deceased had not been seen in ringing circles for a long time, as 
he had suffered from an illness nine years ago, since when he had 
been an inmate of an institution.

At the funeral ringers were present from Rotherham Parish, Watli 
and Darfield. The only regret was that owing to working hours it 
was not possible to arrange for handbells to be rung in church.

F I R E S  A N D  B E L L  F R A M E S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In reply to A.F.S. asking about iron bell frames in times 
of fire, may I say that at Bromham, Bedfordshire, the old heavy 
six were put into an iron frame in 1903. On September 11th, 1906, 
after practice, a fire was discovered, and before it was put out the 
tower was gutted. Only the frame and bells remained. The frame 
was passed as fit and is still in use. The bells were recast, as water 
had cracked them. We had them in use again in April, 1907.

P. INSKIP.
38, King Street, Kempston, Beds.

TOW ER CLOCKS j. b. JOYCE & CO. LTD.
W e ig h t D r iv e n  o r  E le c t r ic ,  b y  th e  
W O R L D S  O L D E S T  M A K E R S  
E S T A B L IS H E D  O V E R  3 0 0  Y E A R S  
Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

W H IT C H U R C H ,  S A L O P .
We have experts visiting all parts of the British Isles, and shail be pleased 
to carry out restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tower Clook
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T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
TEN AND T W E L V E  BELL M ETHODS.

In our last article we said that, generally speaking, 
Surprise methods are very unsuitable for Royal and 
Maximus ringing. It is a statement which is pretty cer­
tain to be strongly contradicted and especially among 
those ten and twelve bell ringers whose experience) justly 
entitles them to have an opinion on the matter. They 
will point to the fact that almost all the development and 
improvement of ringing on the higher numbers have been 
in Surprise methods, and they will instance Cambridge 
and Yorkshire as two which have fully made good their 
position, and which are likely to advance rather than to 
recede in popularity.

All that we fully acknowledge. W e do not deny the 
popularity of those methods nor their usefulness; but it 
may be worth while to consider ten and twelve bell ring­
ing as a whole, and see if the best is really being made 
of it. In the first place, there is no doubt that the rea­
son why some methods are rung^ is because of the 
glamour which belongs to the word Surprise; especially 
w'hen it is coupled with the name of some method with 
a great reputation on eight bells. Peals of Superlative 
and London Surprise Royal have been rung, and in 
neither case would the method have been looked at if it 
had borne any other name. Cambridge and Yorkshire 
Royal have merits of their own not generally shared by 
the Surprise class.

A method should be judged by how far it provides in­
teresting work for the ringer and at the same time good 
music for the listener. The test of music is, as we have 
pointed out, not quite the same for the outside public as 
it is for the man who is ringing, and this is notably so 
in the case of Royal and Maximus. Most of the men 
who ring Cambridge Royal and Maximus are quite satis­
fied with the music, but we do not think the same satis­
faction is felt by the outside listener who is taking notice 
of the sound of the bells and is not interested in the 
method.

To obtain the best outside effects from Royal and 
Maximus, it is essential that a steady beat of the bells 
should be maintained. In Major a great and pleasing 
variety of rhythm can be used, but on ten bells, and still 
less on twelve bells, the ear does not easily adapt itself to 
complex rhythms. Sir John Stainer, the famous 
organist and composer, who took a great deal of interest 
in the ringing at St. Paul’s Cathedral, would not allow 
Treble Twelve to be rung there on Sundays. His ear 
called for the covering tenor to steady the beat. The 
music of Cambridge Maximus probably would have dis­
gusted him.

The only way in which a steady beat can be main­
tained in ten and twelve bell ringing is to keep the 
natural coursing order practically unbroken. Yorkshire 
very nearly succeeds in doing it, and that makes it 
musically much the best of the Surprise methods for the 
higher numbers. Cambridge keeps the natural coursing 
order above the treble; but as the bells, hunting down, 
come to the treble’s path, they pass it, one running 
through and the next making places. This alternate 
quick and slow makes an entirely different coursing order 
below the treble, which, though a regular one, does not 
produce a good musical rhythm. It is similar to what 

(Continued in next column.)

T H E  W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .
EXTRACTS FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT.

In the fifty-sixth report of the Worcestershire and Districts Associa­
tion, presented to the annual meeting on Whit Monday, deep regret 
was expressed at the death of the Rev. G. W. Webb, clerical secretary 
since 1957. His work for the success of the annual dinners was re­
called, but above all he would be best remembered by his Christian 
example, an infinite capacity for human understanding and a cheer­
fulness which endeared him to all with whom he came in contact.

The report went on to say that, with all the branch officers re­
elected, the committee remains the same as last year, with the excep­
tion that the office of clerical secretary had become vacant by deatn.

As was anticipated, the association income for the year had been 
considerably reduced, but comparisons had little real value in these 
days. The balance sheet revealed a loss of 101 in paid-up membership 
for 1940. ‘ This,’ says the report, ‘ is not all accounted for by mem­
bers joining the Forces. Even in normal times far too many members 
wait for a personal approach by the secretaries before paying the 
small subscription due to the association. To-day this personal contact 
is almost impossible—the secretaries themselves are busy men apart 
from their voluntary work for ringing—and we feel it should not be 
too much to ask these apathetic members to do their bit towards 
keeping the association going. That the General Fund shows a credit 
balance for the year of £3 11s. 7d. is due largely to the number of 
1939 subscriptions received early in the year and one numerically 
strong band having paid for 1941. The Belfry Repairs Fund has 
increased in value to £59 6s. 6d., and the total worth of the funds to 
£115 10s. Financially, the association is, of course, in a strong posi­
tion, but the normal annual expenditure does not allow of any falling 
off in subscriptions. Our policy should be one of maintaining our* 
balance and conserving our reserves against that period of reconstruc­
tion and reorganisation which will follow the cessation of hostilities.

‘ With the imposition of a complete ban on the ringing of church 
bells for their normal purposes, all associations and guilds are faced 
with a position without parallel in the history of bells and bellringing. 
No one regrets the necessity for this ban more than*the ringers them­
selves, and efforts have been made to induce the authorities to find 
an alternative warning method of attempted enemy invasion. Much 
has been written of the use of bells for this purpose, but until our 
leaders see fit to lift the ‘ban, surely we as loyal subjects should do 
nothing to hamper them in the war effort. In the meantime, the 
lack of tower bell ringing removes much of the attraction of meetings, 
and anv activities have to be carried on in a  very much modified 
form. We feel, however, that the branch meetings should be arranged 
as usual, as far as restrictions and the circumstances existing from 
time to time will permit—even with the reduced attendances which 
are insurmountable. The Northern Branch have instituted bi-quarterly 
meetings which have had good results, and while their success depends 
largely on facilities and enthusiasm for handbell ringing, we commend 
the idea to the other branches. A greater use of handbells and occa­
sional small gatherings of adjoining or isolated towers would do much 
to keep interest and enthusiasm alive.*

The report, which was signed by Mr. J. D. Johnson, the lay secre­
tary, concluded with congratulations to the Master, Mr. S. T. Holt, 
upon his recent marriage.

T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S
(Continued from previous column.) 

happens in Stedman Caters and Cinques, only there the 
covering tenor redeems the musical situation.

So far as the outside listener is concerned, Kent Treble 
Bob, and (to a lesser degree) Plain Bob, supply what is 
needed for ten and twelve bells when the tenor is turned 
in, but both of them fail to supply the amount of in­
terest in actual ringing which modern skilled bands look 
for. Are there methods which will give this interest, 
and at the same time produce the outside musical effect ?

Half a century ago Sir Arthur Heywood set himself 
to answer the question and, as a result, produced his 
Duffield. He said he was ‘ bold enough to believe that 
as in Stedman is found the perfection of odd-bell ring­
ing, so in this new method will be found the most 
musical and adaptable even-bell system possible of at­
tainment/ So far as the music of ten and twelve bell 
ringing is concerned his claim was a sound one, yet the 
method has proved a complete failure. W h y? The 
reason for eight bells no doubt is that it is' too monoton­
ous, but Duffield Royal and Maximus have scarcely had 
a fair chance. They lie outside the line of normal pro-

* gress.
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N O T IC E S .
ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U T H S.—  

The next meeting will be held on Saturday, June 21st, at 
the Bell Foundry, 32-34, Whitechapel Road, E .C .l, at 
3 p.m., by kind invitation of the treasurer, Mr. A. A. 
Hughes. Handbell ringing and a good adjournment spot 
afterwards.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

SURREY ASSOCIATION. —  A meeting will be 
held at Reigate on Saturday, June 21st. Mem­
bers and friends attending are requested to meet at the 
Village, Merstham, at 3 p.m. From there it is proposed 
to walk to Reigate via Gatton Park. Service at Reigate 
Church at 5 p.m. Following the service, Mr. M. A. 
Northover has very kindly offered to provide tea and his 
house and garden will be at the disposal of the associa­
tion for the purpose of the meeting.— E. G. Talbot, Hon. 
Sec., 53, Birchwood Avenue, Wallington.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TION (Northern Branch) AND DU DLEY AND DIS­
TRICT GUILD.— Joint meeting at Hagley (D .V.), 
Saturday, June 21st. Tower bells (8) available for 
‘ silent ’ practice from 3 p.m. Service 4.15 p.m., followed 
by tea. Business meeting, handbells and social evening. 
Reports should be obtained and subscriptions paid at this 
meeting. —  B. C. Ashford, 9, Bowling Green Road, 
Stourbridge.

YORKSH IRE ASSOCIATION.— Western Division. 
— The summer meeting will be held at Almondbury on 
Saturday, June 21st. An attractive ramble has been ar­
ranged for 3 o’clock, starting from Conservative Club 
(against church). Tea in Parish Room (Is. 8d.) at 5 
o ’clock. Business meeting after tea. Annual reports 
now available. All welcome. —  Frank Rayment, Dis. 
Sec., Bramley.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION. —  The annual joint 
meeting of Southern District, Barnsley and District and 
Doncaster and District Societies will be held at Wath- 
on-Dearne on Saturday, June 21st. Handbells available, 
Church House, 2.30 p.m. Tea Is. 6d. each, Warbur- 
ton’s Cate, 5 p.m., followed by business meeting, Church 
House, 6 p.m. Hoping for a good attendance.— S. F. 
Palmer, D. Smith and E. Cooper, Joint Hon. Secretaries.

NO RW ICH  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— A meet­
ing will be held at Bergh Apton on Saturday, June 21st. 
Six silent tower bells available from 2.15 p.m. Service 
4.15. Tea, 4.45 at the Rectory, followed by business 
meeting. Names for tea as soon as possible lo the Rev. 
A. St. J. Heard, The Rectory, Bergh Apton, Norwich.—  
A. G. G. Thurlow, Gen. Sec., 52, The Close, Norwich.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD. —  A 
meeting will be held at Hartfield on Saturday, June 21st. 
Come along and help support the Guild. Have you 
thought of that 1941 sub?— C. A. Bassett, Hon. Sec., 
3, Pendrill Place, Wadhurst, Tunbridge Wells.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— The 61st annual 
general meeting will be held at Gravesend ( d . v . )  on Sat­
urday, June 28th. Committee meeting at St. George’s 
Church at 3 p.m. Association service at 4, ccnducted by 
the Rector (Canon H. T. Southgate). Tea and business 
meeting at 5 at the Town Hall, by kind permission of 
His Worship the Mayor, who will preside. Tea (free) 
will be provided only for those members who notify me 
before Tuesday, June 24th, to allow arrangements to be

made with the Food Control Committee. Travelling 
allowance up to 2s. 6d. will be allowed to practising 
members notifying^and attending.— Fred M. Mitchell, 
Gen. Hon. Sec., 114, Sun Lane, Gravesend.

S H R O P SH IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N . —  A meeting at 
Shrewsbury will be held on June 28th. Assemble at 
St. Chad’s at 3 p.m. Please note change of address.—  
W . A. Farmer, 70, Oakfield Road, Shrewsbury.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Chertsey Dis­
trict.— A meeting will ( d . v . )  be held at Horsell on Sat­
urday, June 28th. Handbells from 3.30 p.m. Service
4.30 p.m., tea at 5 p.m. Owing to catering difficulties, 
will members let me know by Tuesday, 24th, and, if 
possible, bring sandwiches to be pooled ? The Vicar and 
his wife will supply tea and other niceties. Everybody 
welcome, but a p.c., please, will be of great assistance 
in making the arrangements.— F. E. Hawthorne, Hon. 
Dis. Sec., 39, Queen’s Road, Thames Ditton, Surrey.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Bushey. 
— Meeting, Saturday, June 28th, at the Studios, Fal­
coner Road, 3.30 p.m. Tea can be arranged. Hand­
bells available.— H. G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel Avenue, 
Watford.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCITY.— The next meet­
ing will be held at Batley on Saturday, June 28th. Hand­
bells in the tower 3 p.m. Business meeting 4.30 
p.m. —  H. Lofthouse, Hon. Sec., 8, Wortley Road, 
Leeds 12.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S A SSO C IA T IO N .— Hinckley 
District.— Next meeting at Thurlaston on Saturday, June 
28th. Meet at tower at 4 p.m. It is hoped to have 
silencers on the bells. Bring your own “  eats.” Handbells, 
etc., from 6 p.m. onwards.— W . A. Wood, Dis. Sec.

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION.— Western Division. —  A 
meeting will be held at Pulborough on Sunday, June 
29th; tower bells (front six ; silent) and handbells from
3.30. The Rector (Rev. E. Frost) has kindly offered to 
provide tea and buns for those sending names by previous 
Wednesday to E. Treagus, Acting Hon. Div. Sec., 
Queen’s Lane, Arundel. (Evensong 6.30.)

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Rochdale Branch. 
— The next meeting will be at Moorside on Saturday, 
July 5th. Tower bells and handbells available. All 
ringers and friends welcome. Business meeting at 6.30 
p.m.— Ivan Kav, 30, Grafton Street, Moorside, Oldham.

ST. M AR TIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF 
BIRMINGHAM. (Established 1755.) —  Quarterly 
meeting will be held on Saturday, July 5th, at head­
quarters, The Tamworth Arms, Moor Street, City, at
6.30 p.m., to be followed by handbell practice.— T. H. 
Reeves, Hon. Sec.

H A N D B E L L S  W A N T E D .
W A N TE D , good set of Handbells; medium size; price 

and particulars to Seneschal, 30, Burton Street, Gains­
borough, Lincs.

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 year*. ’Phone 205.

D A V I D  M A X O N .  ROPE WORKS, c r a n th a m



300 T H E  R IN G I N G  W O R L D . June 2 0 th , 1941.

The Central Council Publications
TO  BE O B T A IN E D  PO ST FREE  

fr o m  th e  
R ev. E. S . P O W E L L , S ta v e r to n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n try

d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble

Dominated Methods) .............................................................. 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section H. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) ..................................................................... 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B............................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND OSE OF

BELLS ... ... ... ... .......... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ..........  3

Cambridge Surprise Major .................  ‘2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major .................  ... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................  1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ...........................................................................................  2 O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

1 ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

* GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. 10d.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

* STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof ana composition.

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 page*.
* SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
Misa MARGARET E, SNOWDON 
W o o d la n d s , N ew b y  B rid g e , U lv e rsto n , L a n cs

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ and 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7^d. each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(8  copies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper oovers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6  copies for 6 / - ) .
O b ta in a b le  o n ly  p o s t  f r e e  f r o m  R ev.' E . S . P O W E L L , 

S t a v e r t o n  V lo a r a ^ s , n e a r  D a v e n tr y .

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
E a t. 1 8 2 0 T e l. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Lt d .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O r a e r  y o u r  B ell R o p e s  n o w , b e fo r e  p r ic e s  in c r e a s e ,  
p r e -w a r  q u a l ity , a n d  s e n d  u s  y o u r  o ld  B ell R o p e s  

f o r  r e p a ir s  w h ils t  n o t  in u s e .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M A T S  A N D  B EL L M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND g s t ,  in Solid Silver

Diameter 2}in 2iin, 3}in. 3}in, 4in. 4}in. sin. 5}in 
Price 1 8 /S  2 2 /S  2 8 /6  3 3 /S  4 2 / -  5 2 /8  8 7 /S  7 8  6
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B E L L S  A N D  W A R  R IS K S .
The loss of towers and bells, and particularly some 

of the famous London steeples and their contents, by 
enemy action is a subject for which no apology is needed 
if we return to it. It seriously concerns ringers, and it 
opens up rather disturbing thoughts for the future. In 
London it is not only the notable city bells that have 
been lost, but numerous other peals within the area of 
the Metropolis that have played, in their time, a con­
spicuous part in the activities of ringers, have gone 
down in ruin, and the first doubt that arises in the mind 
is whether many of them will ever be restored. It is 
almost certain that with the replanning of London a 
number of the churches, historic though they may have 
been for various reasons, will disappear. The adoption 
of the suggestion that towers not substantially damaged 
should be left, even if the rest of the site is cleared, will 
depend entirely upon the policy which will be followed 
by the redesigners of the capital. In view, however, of 
the attitude which some sections of the Church are 
known to take, in regard to what they have considered 
to be redundant churches, it is more than likely that 
London will be permanently depleted of quite a number 
of its bells, and it seems quite certain that unless gener­
ous financial help is forthcoming, damaged bells will 
not be replaced in many instances whatever happens to 
the churches. One reason is that while the Government 
have undertaken to replace the fabric of churches dam­
aged by raids, it is understood that the fittings, which, 
of course, include bells and organs, will be the responsi­
bility of the Church. This fact, indeed, is causing a 
good deal of concern to many church authorities, who 
are having to find heavy insurance premiums— as much 
as thirty shillings per cent, up to September next. Such 
things as bells, therefore, are being, in a number of 
cases, very much under insured.

These are some of the points which appear to be 
emerging from the present circumstances, and if the 
country suffers further and more extensive raiding, as 
we are warned may be the case, further losses of bells 
will inevitably be sustained where churches are de­
vastated, unless some prompt action is taken. Follow­
ing upon Mr. R. F. Deal’s letter last week, in which 
he pointed out the grave risks to bells, even when 
lowered from the tower, unless they are efficiently pro­
tected, a correspondent this week suggests that the Cen­
tral Council should circularise diocesan authorities call­
ing urgent attention to the steps that should be taken 
in this matter. If church authorities, particularly in 
what are regarded as ‘ safe ’ areas, like to take the risk 

(Continued on page 302.)
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and leave their bells hanging in the tower, that is their 
responsibility, but we think it is their duty to cover the 
bells by sufficient insurance. If this is not done and the 
bells are unfortunately lost, it is more than likely that 
replacement will fall far short of the present peals. This 
is a matter about which ringers can use their influence 
with Church Councils and endeavour to ensure that the 
bells are adequately covered.

There seems little question, however, that in vulner­
able areas other steps should be taken to safeguard the 
bells, and proper protection would seem possible only 
if they are removed from their frames. The base of 
the tower, suggests itself as a place as safe as any other 
for their keeping provided, as has often been pointed 
out, the bells themselves are sandbagged., Compared 
with the value of the property involved, this would cost 
a negligible sum. It is, of course, useless to remove 
the bells from one place of danger to another, adequate 
protection must be provided, and these facts ought to 
be brought home by every possible means to those 
responsible for their safety. It is strange that in many 
instances the intrinsic value of bells is entirely unrealised 
by those in whose care they are placed. If they had 
something worth a thousand pounds standing in the full 
view of everybody in the church they would not hesitate 
to take every step for its security; yet a peal oT bells, 
the least considered of church property, is often worth 
a thousand pounds or more. The responsibility of the 
authorities is equally as important where the bells are 
concerned as in the case, say, of the organ, and we hope 
that something may be done to induce a more active 
care of the bells under war risks than is apparent at the
present moment. --------------

T H E  L A S T  P E A L  A T  C O V E N T R Y .
WAS IT TRUE?

Tn the Editnr.
Dear Sir,—The note about the last peal at Coventry in your ‘ Belfry 

Gossip ’ recently prompts me to ask if the composition l ung then 
was a true one? The figures appeared in * The Bell News ’ of August 
4th, 1883, page 213, and although by the late Mr. Henry Johnson, I 
have always understood that, by some singular lapse, the composition 
was not a true one. I am quite unable to remember the source whence 
I gathered this impression, but most probably, if I aril right about 
its falseness, it Was a note in a subsequent issue of ‘ The Bell News.’ 
As it may well be called an historic performance, especially so in view 
of recent events, perhaps one of our composers will say if it is true 
or not. The figures are below. The 5,021 was rung at Warwick on 
September 25th, 1869, and the 5,063 at Coventry on June 9th. 1883.

Sheringliam, Norfolk. CHARLES E. BORRETT.
STEDMAN CATERS.
By Henry Johnson, 

5,021 or 5,063. 
123456 4 5 16

512463*
514362 2
413562 — 2
312564 — 3
214563 — 3
412365 — —
415362 S 3
513462 — 2
312465 — 3
215463 — 3
512364 — —

213456 — 2
314256 — 2
416253 — 3
613254 — 3
316254 — S
312456 2
214356 — 2
416352 — 3
612354 — 3
216453 — —

* Bobs at 2-4-6-8-10-12-16. The 5,021 round by bobs at 1-2-3-5-8. 
The 5,063 by bobs at 3-6-10-16. Both round at the fifth change.
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H A N D B E L L  P E A L S .
A LD E R SH O T, H A N TS.

T H E  G U IL D F O R D  D IO CESAN  G U IL D .

On Monday, May 26, 1941, in Two Hours and Forty-Four Minutes,
A t  106, L yn c h fo r d  R o a d , S o u th  F a r n b o r o u g h ,

A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  C A T E R S , 5007 C H A N G E S ;

•H a r o ld  S. H o b d b n ...........  1-2 I ’ P t e .  L . J. F o x, P . C ............. 5-6
S o t . J. F r e e m a n , R .A .M .C . 3-4 | I M au r ic e  H odgson  ...........  7-8

tWlLLIAM H . VlGGBRS........... g-IO
Com posed by S ir A. P. H ey w o o d . Conducted by John  F r e e m a n .

*  First ten-bell peal 1 in hand ’ and first in the method ‘ in hand.’ 
t  First ten-bell peal and first in the method. The conductor’s first

Seal of Caters ‘ in hand ’ and first peal of Stedman Caters as con- 
uctor.

B U S H E Y , H E R TFO R D SH IR E .

T H E  H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A SSO C IA T IO N .

On Wednesday, June 11, 1941, in Two Hours and Seventeen Minutes,
A t  t h e  R o y a l  M aso n ic  Junior  S c h o o l ,

A PEAL OF REVERSE BOB MAJOR, S0S6 CHANCES;

Tenor size 14 in D.

E dw in  A. B a r n e t t ...........  1-2 I ’ C h r ist o ph er  W . W o o l l e y  5-6
• E r n e s t  C . S. T u r n er  ... 3-4 | ‘ E dw in  Je n n in g s  ...........  7-8

Com posed b y J. W . P a r k e r . Conducted by E. C . S. T u r n e r .
*  First peal in the method.

N O R T H R E P P S, N O R FO LK .
T H E  N O R W IC H  D IO CESA N  ASSO CIATIO N .

On Saturday, June 14, 1941, in Two Hours and Eight Minutes,
A t  t h e  R e c t o r y ,

A P E A L  O F  B O B  M IN O R , 6040 C H A N G E S ;

Seven different extents. Tenor size 14 in E.

F . N o lan  G o l d e n  ...........  1-2 | ‘ R e v . E . W il lia m  B l y t h ... 3-4
C y r il  P o o l e y  ...................  5-6
Conducted by F . N o la n  G o l d e n .

*  First attem pt for a peal of Minor.

B U S H E Y , H ER TFO R D SH IR E .

T H E  H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A SSO C IA T IO N .

On Sunday, June 15, 1941, in Two Hours and Thiity-Five Minutes,
A t  t h e  R o y a l  M aso n ic  Jun io r  S c h o o l,

A  P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S , 5040 C H A N G E 8 )  

T h u r s ta n s ' F o u r -p a r t  (D exter’ s Variation). Tenor size 18.

E r n est  C . S . T u r n e r ...........  1-2 I H a r o ld  G . C ash m o rb  .. . 5-6
C l e m e n t  G l e n n ...................  3-4 | C h r isto ph er  W . W o o l l e y  7-8

Conducted b y H aro ld  G . C ash m o r e.

First handbell peal in the method as conductor.

B U S H E Y , H ER TFO R D SH IR E .

T H E  H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A SSO CIA T IO N .

On Tuesday, June 17, 1941, in Two Hours and Twenty-Two Minutis,
A t  t h e  R o y a l  M a so n ic  J un io r  S c h o o l ,

A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S IR E  T R I P L E S , 5040 C H A N G E S ;  

H o l t ’s O r ig in a l.  Tenor size 15 in C .

E dwin  Je n n i n g s ...................  1-2 I C h r isto ph er  W . W o o l l e y  5-6
E r n est  C . S . T u r n e r ...........  3-4 | F r ed er ic k  W . B r in klo w  ... 7-8

Conducted by E r n e s t  C . S. T ur n er .

B U SH E Y , H ER TFO R D SH IR E .

T H E  H E R T FO R D  C O U N T Y  A SSO CIA T IO N .

On Thursday, June 19, 1941, in Two Hours and Forty Minutes,
A t  t h e  R o y a l  M aso n ic  Jun io r  S c h o o l,

A P E A L  O F  B O B  M A JO R , 5050 C H A N G E 8 1  

Tenor size 15 in C.

E dwin Jr n n i n g s .................... 1-2 I C l e m e n t  G l b n n .................... 5-6
C h risto ph er  W . W o o l l e y  3-4 | L e o n a r d  L uck  ...................  5-8
Com posed b y Y ork G r e b n . Conducted b y C h r ist o ph e r  W . W o o l l e y  

B U SH E Y , H ER TFO R D SH IR E  

T H E  K E N T  C O U N T Y  A SSO CIA T IO N .

On Saturday. June 21, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-Five Minutes,
A t  t h e  R o y a l  M aso n ic  Junior  S ch o o l,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5088 CHANCES; 

Tenor size 15 in C.

C h risto ph er  W . W o o l l e y  1-2 I ’ E dwin  A . B a r n e t t ...........  5-6
E r n e s t  C . S . T u r n er  . . .  3-4 | E dw in  B a r n e t t ...................  7-8

Com posed b y  E . B a r n e t t , s b n . Conducted by E . A . B a r n e t t .

*  400th peal. • ^

ESSEX ASSOCIATION .
FIRST DISTRICT MEETING AT RAMSEY.

On Saturday week, a meeting of the North-Eastern Division of the 
Essex Association was held at Ramsey, and nineteen ringers attended 
from Harwich, Thorington, Mistley, Ipswich and Dedham. Handbells 
loaned by the Harwich company, were used from 2.30 until 4.30 p.m., 
when service was held in church, conducted by.the Vicar (the Rev. 
Norman E. Sturgeon). Owing to catering difficulties, the members 
had each to bring their own eatables for tea, and whilst these were 
being consumed the business meeting proceeded in order to enable 
some members to catch an early bus.

The Master (Mr. G. Waterman) presided, and silence was observed 
for three departed members, Mr. Woodward, of Harwich, an hon. 
member, Miss Edith M. Caton, of Mistley, and Mr. A. J. Smith, of 
Langham, ringing members. The Master paid a high tribute to these 
members for all they had done to help the association, and it was 
proposed that the secretary should write to the bereaved relatives 
conveying the sympathy of the members of the division.

The Rev. Norman E. Sturgeon was elected an hon. member, and it 
was decided to hold the next meeting at Bradfield some time in the 
middle of June.

Mr. Ellis proposed that the secretary should write to the Editor 
of ‘ The Ringing World ’ conveying their best wishes for a speedy 
recovery and their thanks for all he had done for the ringing com­
munity in general.

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the Vicar on the motion 
of the Master for allowing the meeting to be held at Ramsey. He 
said lie believed it was the first of its kind in the history of the 
village. Mr. Waterman also thanked the Vicar for the service and 
his address, the organist and his little blower, and the secretary’s 
wife for the tea they had drunk. He also offered a welcome to the 
visitor from Ipswich (Mr. J. W. Jennings).

The Vicar, m reply, said as a probationer ringer it gave him much 
pleasure indeed to have the association at Ramsey, and he gave a 
history of the five bells, which date back to the 16th and 17th 
centuries.

T H E  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .
Among those present at the meeting of the College Youths on Satur­

day were Mr. R. T. Hibbert, of Reading, Mr. W. Hibbert, Mr. C. W. 
Munday, of Basingstoke, Mr. T. Groombridge, of Chislehurst, Mr. T. 
Groombridge, jun., of Willesden Green, and Pte. Len Fox. One of 
the subjects discussed was reconstruction of bellringing after the war.

Special reference was made by the Master to the tragic death of 
that great friend of London ringers, the Rev. W. Pennington Bick­
ford, and the members stood in silence for a few' moments as a, tribute 
to his memory.

Four new members were elected: Messrs. Thomas N. Lanaglian, 
Peter E. M. Keervell, of Reading, Edgar R. Rapiey, of Horsham, and
F. Warrington, of Swavesey, Cambs.

After the business handbells were well in evidence, the ringing in­
cluding touches on the handbells brought by Mr. Taylor, of Watford,

The next meeting will be held on July 5tli.

W INCHCOM BE ABBEY AND ITS BELLS.
To the Editor.

Sir,—It may be of interest to some ringers, particularly of War­
wickshire, to note that the tower of Stoneleigh Church, near Stratford- 
on-Avon, contains two pre-Reformation bells which originally hung in 
the tower of the great and powerful Abbey of Winchcombe, Glos. 
They are inscribed as follows:—

2nd : * Michaele te Pulsante Wynchelcumbama Fetente Demone tu 
Libra. (O11 waist) R. K .’

4th : ‘ O Kenelme nos Defende ne Maligni Sentiamus.’
This latter bell was recast by Briant 1792. The initials on tile 2nd 

are those of Richard Kyderminster, Abbot o f Winclicombe 1488-1525.
These bells were probably cast at Nottingham, circa 1500, by 

Richard Mellor or his son Robert, and came to Stoneleigh at the 
Dissolution.

Winchcombe Abbey was founded in 787 by Offa the Great, King 
of Mercia, as a nunnery, but in 798 Kenwulf changed it into an estab­
lishment for 300 Benedictine monks, and in 819 Kenelm, the boy king 
and saint, was enshrined within its walls. The story of his murder 
in the woods on the Clent Hills is too well known to be related here.

The Abbey waxed rich and powerful, its abbots reached mitred 
rank and sat in the House of Lords as Peers of the Realm. Under 
Richard de Kidderminster (1488-1525) a man noted for his learning, 
the Abbey flourished * like another university.’ The ‘ Ordinances ’ of 
the Abbey, dating from the 13th century and ending with the last 
pathetic attempts of Abbot Kidderminster and Abbot Mounslow (1525- 
1539) to stave off Dissolution, make interesting reading.

The inevitable end came on December 3rd, 1539, when Abbot 
Mounslow and the monks walked out of their old home. Ruthless 
destruction followed. The ten bells were sold for £60 to one, William 
Farmer, the lead was torn from the roofs, stained glass smashed, the 
priceless library scattered and the buildings torn down. Now only a 
few grass grown stones mark the site. Thomas Cromwell’s men could 
well write on January 4th, .1540, ‘ We have despatched Hailes and 
Winchcombe and will go next fo Tewkesbury.’

So passed the ‘ magnificent ’ Abbey of Winchcombe.
Harborne. WILFRED E. BOX.
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T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL .
(Continued, from page 292.)

T H E  LE G ITIM A T E  M E TH O D S C O M M IT T E E .
H e n r y  L a w  J a m e s .

At first the Council did not appoint the conveners of 
the various committees. Each committee made its own 
arrangements, but almost always there was one mem­
ber, who by formal or tacit consent o f the rest, or 
through his own ambition, took, the lead. Law James 
had proposed the appointment of the Methods Commit­
tee, and it was only natural that he should assume the 
duties o f its chairman.

I came into very close relationship with b 'm during 
many years and I had a better opportunity than almost 
anybody else o f knowing and judging the w ork he did 
for the Council. For some reasons, which I cannot quite 
satisfactorily explain, he always reminded me strongly 
of Mr. Lloyd George. It was not the superficial simi­
larity o f names. It was not the comm on nationality. 
It was not that their views on politics and religion were 
alike (for in those things they were very diverse). It 
was, I think, because they had in common strongly 
marked characteristics which largely accounted for their 
successes and failures, strengths and limitations. Both 
were men o f action rather than o f intellect. Both were 
ambitious of leadership. Both had the quality of. 
strongly attracting and strongly repelling those they 
came into contact with. T o  both the only thing that 
mattered was the one which at the moment was engag­
ing their attention.

The stages they played on were vastly different in size 
and importance, and it seems almost ludicrous to mention 
together the Peace Conference at Versailles and the Cen­
tral Council m eetings; but human qualities and char­
acteristics do not depend on environment and outward 
circumstances, and may be very similar in kind though 
different in intensity.

Henry Law James was born on November 8th, 1868, 
at Gloucester, where his father was Minor Canon o f the 
Cathedral and Rector o f St. M ichael’s. His interest in 
bells dated from his early boyhood, and when in 1887 the 
ring o f six at St. M ichael’s was increased to eight he 
formed the Society o f St. M ichael’s Juniors, a company 
which in the follow ing years included several well-known 
ringers and scored a number o f notable peals.

In 1887 James went up to Cambridge, where he was 
at Caius College. He joined the University Guild, and 
in 1890 called its first peal— Bob Triples on handbells. 
Later he rang 5-6 and called the first peal of Double 
Norwich M ajor ever rung in hand.

After leaving Cambridge he was for a short while 
science master at Stamford Grammar School, and then 
took orders on being appointed curate at St. Martin’s, 
Stamford. In 1898 he became Vicar o f Surfleet in Lin­
colnshire, and there he remained until his death in 1932.

His predecessor at Surfleet was an old and, it would 
seem, a disappointed man, w ho during a long incum­
bency had allowed the church and parish life to fall into 
decay. The building was in a dilapidated condition, 
and the fittings were obsolete and inadequate. James 
was sent there as a young man to bring back life and 
activity. The conditions were a challenge to him, and 
he set about his task with thoroughness and enthusiasm. 
The church was restored and reseated, and a new organ, 
a new altar, and a chancel screen were provided. The 
old ring o f five bells in the steeple was restored and a

new treble added. Later James himself gave four bells 
to make what was then the lightest ring o f ten in the 
country.

It was not only the material things o f the church that 
engaged his attention; he was a devoted and hard w ork­
ing parish priest. He very much improved the services 
and the singing, and introduced a ritual based on pre- 
Reformation use which, though dignified and impressive 
up to a point, was really beyond the resources o f a small 
village choir. It was one of James’ characteristics, 
shown in this as well as in his peal ringing, that he 
often attempted more than he was able to do really well.

Law James speedily made his influence felt among 
Lincolnshire ringers, not only in his own parish, but 
throughout the county, and with permanent results. In 
1899 he induced the four existing societies to form into 
one Diocesan Guild, and at Surfleet peals were rung, 
first of Minor and then o f Royal, which have a definite 
place in the history o f the art. Lincoln Cathedral owes 
its ring o f twelve largely to his efforts, and the present 
advanced state of method ringing in the county is due 
in no small degree to his influence and example.

The whole Exercise owes a great debt to Law James; 
for though he was not the first man to think o f spliced 
ringing, he was the first to put it into practice. He 
arranged and called the first five thousand of Minor with 
more than one method in each 720, and by com posing a 
peal o f M ajor in the four standard Surprise methods, he 
made possible the great advance in spliced ringing of 
recent years.

I have said that Law James was a man o f action 
rather than o f intellect. That is true, even though a 
good  deal of his action in ringing matters was in his own 
study with a fountain pen in his hand. It explains 
much of his career, his successes, and his failures. So 
long as he had something to do, whether it was in 
organising, or in peal ringing, or in working out a com ­
position, his industry and thoroughness served him well 
and brought him many striking successes. But it was 
quite different when he attempted to deal with matters 
which belonged entirely to the realms o f thought. He 
had great ambitions to be a leader o f thought in the 
Exercise, and from time to time brought forward what 
he believed were new and profound truths. At the time 
they attracted a good  deal o f attention and caused a 
good  deal o f opposition, but now they are all forgotten. 
To-day no one remembers, or if he does remember does 
not care anything about, the Stedman controversy of 
thirty years ago, or the disputed extensions o f Superla­
tive Surprise. The truth is that Law James, though he 
provoked so many controversies and engaged in so many 
arguments, was altogether incapable of logical argu­
ment. Deductive reasoning is o f very little use in the 
majority o f the things o f life, but there are rare occa­
sions when nothing else can take its place. Mathe­
matics, for instance, cannot do without it, and it is 
equally essential in solving some (though not many) of 
the problems in the science o f change ringing. Law 
James was incapable o f deductive reasoning, yet he often 
claimed to settle dogmatically questions which could not 
be settled without it. Like so many more people, he 
reached his conclusions by experiments, by intuition, or 
by chance, and what he called arguments were only 
special pleading to induce other people to think as he 
did. He had taken third class honours in Natural 
Science at Cambridge, and, as stated above, had been a
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teacher o f natural science. He claimed that the same 
processes by which men discover the truths o f natural 
science would enable him to discover all the truths in 
the science o f change ringing. He was wrong.

He had no gifts as a writer and seldom attempted more 
than short letters, but as a speaker he was effective and 
convincing. His style was simple and direct, and his 
transparent sincerity and confidence in himself im­
pressed even those who did not agree with him. In his 
more controversial speeches, however, he often adopted 
a style o f dogm atic superiority which was intensely irri­
tating to the older people whose opinions he was chal­
lenging. This certainly caused some amount o f offence, 
and the opposition to him, shown by men like Heywood 
and Davies, was not altogether unmixed with persona) 
dislike. He had a habit, when a supposed flaw in his 
argument was pointed out, of meeting it with some 
startling statement which sc landed like a profound truth 
used as a crushing rejoinder, but really was only an 
irrelevance, or at best a half truth. A  good  example 
of this occurred at the Council meeting when the 
Methods Committee was appointed. He had produced 
his definition of a method and Nathan Pitstow pointed 
out quite properly that it did not cover Stedman. In­
stead o f saying, as he might quite reasonably have done, 
that it was not intended to cover Stedman and the few 
other methods like it, James retorted that Stedman 
was not a method at all, its author had never called it a 
m ethod ; it was a principle. The fact that he honestly 
thought he had answered Pitstow illustrates his limita­
tions, and goes a long way towards explaining why, 
with all his activity, he influenced thought in the Exer­
cise so little.

As ;the chairman o f the Methods Committee, Law

James was not a success. It never occurred to him that 
his job was to find out to the full what contribution every 
member had to make, and to combine the knowledge and 
skill o f the men who were supposed to be authorities on 
the matter in question. He had already prepared his 
definition and his only anxiety was that it should be 
adopted first by the committee and then by the Council. 
He was quite prepared to give explanations, but rather 
in the style of a schoolmaster instructing his class. There 
was no need for him to learn anything. He was indeed 
by no means free from the snobbishness, not uncommon 
in his class, that divided mankind into those who had 
been to Oxford or Cambridge and those who had not, 
and he hardly ever attempted to understand an argu­
ment by one who could not write B.A. after his name. 
He had the greatest contempt for the opinions of the 
average ringer. H e thinks he know s,’ he told me, 
‘ but he does not know really.’

It is hardly surprising therefore that he tried to run 
the Methods Committee as if it was his own personal 
and private affair, and he almost always spoke in its 
name without any pretence of consulting the members. 
All this sounds very bad, but actually it was inevitable 
in the committee system. Heywood dealt with the com ­
mittees on which he served in much the same fashion, 
but there was the important difference between the two 
men that H eyw ood ’s authority was admitted and James’ 
was not.

For years the w ork o f the Methods Committee was 
mainly a keen fight between James and the other mem­
bers. I naturally was in the thick o f it and found my­
self in opposition to him on almost every subject. He 
was often very irritating, for he had a trick o f answering 

(Continued on page 309.)
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B E L F R Y  G O S S IP .
Congratulations to Mr. Bob Pye, who will be 69 years old next 

Monday.
Mr. Clement Glenn’s many friends will notice with great pleasure 

that after an interval of more than twenty years his name once more 
appears in the peal reports. Since the last war Mr. Glenn had been 
living in France, and he came home in connection with his duties as 
an officer in the Royal Naval Reserve. He was recently living at 
Bushey for a short time and so made the acquaintance of the very 
talented handbell band there. Unfortunately, his stay was short. 
We are informed that he had not forgotten how to ring Stedman 
double-handed.

All who appreciate Christopher Wren’s genius will regret the loss 
of the beautiful little Church of St. Stephen, Walbrook, which was 
one of those destroyed in a recent air raid. It was one of the build­
ings which could be least spared. In the steeple was a bell by Robert 
Mot which had already been through the fire of 1666 and had sur­
vived. What has happened to it now we do not know.

The first peal on the ten bells at St. Mary’s, Taunton, was rung 
on June 25tli, 1885. It was one of Stedman Caters and during the 
ringing two bells shifted and were put right by a single. This led 
some years later to a controversy and the peal was withdrawn.

Elijah Roberts tapped 5,016 changes of Stedman Caters at Birming­
ham on June 30th, 1853.

Fifty years ago to-day eight peals were rung. They consisted of 
Oxford Bob Triples 1, Canterbury Pleasure Triples 1, Stedman Triples
2, Caters 1, Kent Treble Bob Major 1, Double Norwich Court Bob 
Major 1, and Minor 1.

T H E  L A T E  M R . W I L L I A M  B IB B Y .
HIS SERVICES TO RINGING AT FRODSHAM.

Cheshire in general and Frodsham in particular have lost through 
the death of Mr. William Bibby one of its most respected, popular 
and enthusiastic ringers. He commenced ringing when he was 18 at 
Frodsham Parish Church which then had a peal of six bells, call 
changes and Bob Minor Deing usually rung. Mr. Bibby had been a 
member of the Chester Diocesan Guild since its formation in 1887 and 
was elected a member of the Society of College Youths in 1912.

With the coming to Frodsham of Mr. E. H. Lewis, ringing interest 
and practice increased in this locality and many peals were scored. 
The local band, conducted by Mr. Lewis, rang a peal of Bob Minor 
in 1908. Many peals of Minor were followed by peals of Triples and 
Major when the trebles were added in 1912.

When, in 1915, Mr. Lewis left, Mr. Bibby was appointed head 
ringer. His two sons, Mr. J. E. and Mr. Francis Bibby, joined the 
Frodsham band, and later his daughter, Miss Norah Bibby, became 
an accomplished ringer. Mr. Bibby was proud that, through en­
couraging lady ringers, he was able to keep a band together through 
the last war.

With the arrival of Mr. Edward Jenkins, ringing in the neighbour­
hood made further advances. Mr. Bibby collected together a local 
band which passed from peals of Kent and Oxford Treble Bob to 
Cambridge, London and Bristol Surprise. Mr. Bibby’s peals numbered 
306 in all. in many methods, from Minor to Maximus.

Mr. Bibby always insisted on a high standard of ringing and was 
ever helpful to learners and beginners, with whom he took much 
trouble. He was a grand host at meetings and was always pleased 
to welcome visitors. His bells and ringing chamber were models. His 
ringers will ever remember not only the depth of his knowledge of 
ringing matters, but the reverence shown in all his ringing.

Mr Bibby took part in ringing for Queen Victoria’s Jubilee, King 
Edward’s Coronation, King George V. Coronation and Jubilee, King 
Edward’s Accession and King George VI. Coronation.

He was a regular churchworker* had held office twice as church­
warden and was for many years secretary of the Parochial Church 
Council. He was very proud of the fact tliat he and Bis son Francis 
were the churchwardens of his beloved church for 194-1. G. H. R.

N E W  T E R M S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Major Yorke, in his interesting letter, introduces two 
matters which call for consideration.

First he gives us something which is good for teaching beginners, 
viz., 20 changes containing two bobs o f  Bob Doubles. This is cer­
tainly better than teaching the plain course of Grandsire Doubles by 
heart, which is what most people really do. It is true they do not 
intend to leach by heart, and probabiy do not see what they are 
doing, for they carefully tell the oeginner he must not learn anything 
by heart. By the wav, how else is he to learn anything?

Secondly, what are we to call that variation of a method, by which 
a bob lead is substituted for a plain lead, and vice versa? Mv own 
suggestion would be that it should be willed a ‘ conversion.’ Major 
Yorke’s method then would be Converted Bob Doubles. I am not, 
however, proud of this suggestion* and would welcome something 
better. HERBERT DRAKE.

WToodbridge, Suffolk.
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C I T Y  O F  L O N D O N  C H U R C H E S .
ST. G E O R G E ’S -IN -T H E -E A S T .

Destroyed in A ir Raid.
Of all the loss of churches and bells in the savage air raids on 

London, none is more regrettable than that of St. George’s-in-tlie- 
East.

It was only three years ago that the bells were restored after a 
long silence, and since the church is in a rather unpopular and in­
accessible district, they are probably known to few of our readers, 
but they were a very fine ring of the older style. During one of the 
raids incendiary bombs fell on the church roof and the whole building 
was gutted by fire. The tower was completely burnt out and the 
bells crashed and were destroyed.

In the ninth year of Queen Anne an Act of Parliament was passed 
which provided for the erection of fifty new churches. It was to be 
a thaiiKoffering for the great victories won by the Duke of Marl­
borough over the French. Not all the fifty were actually built, but 
London owes several of her most famous churches to this Act. Three 
of them are in the ancient parish of Stepney—Limeliouse, Spitalfields

T H E  C H U R C H  O F S T . G E O R G E ’S -IN -T H E -E A S T .

and St. George’s—and all three are distinguished by massive and 
lofty bell towers. St. George’s was designed by Hawkesmoor and 
Gibbs, and is a fine s n a c io u s  building built regardless of cost. It was 
consecrated 011 June 29th, 1729.

No part of London has altered in character more than the surround­
ings of this church. When it was erected it stood in a good class 
neighbourhood, now it is in the middle of dockland. As late as the 
beginning of the nineteenth century the vestry could afford to spend 
£4*400 on improving the churchyard and an ^ ^ s u n i  on beautifying 
the church and altering the organ, and to vote £500 for stained glass
windows. • •

The bells were a heavy octave with a tenor of 30 cwt., cast in 1751 
at Whitechapel by Thomas Lester. The first peal on them was 5 <W) 
changes of Bob Major rung on August 4th, 1752, by the Eastern 
Scholars and conducted by George Meakins. In the following October, 
George Patrick called 5,152 of the same method for the Cumberlands 
and during the next eight years St. George s was a popular beltry 
with all the leading companies. T , v  -roe

In 1753 a new society, which called itself the London 
formed with its headquarters at The Three Goats Heads 111 White­
chapel and St. Mary Matfelon and St. George’s as its principal practice 
towers. Both rings have been destroyed in air raids.

The London Youths rang their first peal 011 January 21st, 1753. at 
St. George’s. The method was Bob Major and a month later they 
rang one of Bob Triple*. Both were conducted by Peter Bailey.

The Cumberlands rang the first peal of Treble Bob on the bells in 
1753 and the Eastern Scholars the first of Grandsire Triples. This 
was probably the first time that Holt’s Ten-Part was performed, 
though George Partrick is usually said to have called it for the first 
time four months later. .

The longest peal on the bells was 6,080 Oxford Treble Bob Major 
by the College Youths and called by Benjamin Annable, the last he 
conducted. • .

The only board in the belfry recorded a peal of Grandsire Triples 
called by the younger George Gross on March 11th, 1822, in which 
four fathers and four sons took part.

The sketch of the church is from ‘ The History of the College 
Youths.’ It was reproduced in ‘ The Times Literary Supplement ’ of 
January 22nd, 1938.

DESTRUCTION OF BELLS AND PEAL BOARDS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—So many historic peals of bells have been destroyed by 
fire in air raids that it is of some satisfaction to read tlie statement 
by Mr. A. A. Hughes at a recent meeting of the College Youths that 
another City ring of ten is being taken down for safety. It is to be 
hoped that in this case further precautions will be taken to ensure 
that the fate which overtook the bells at St. Clement Danes’ is not 
repeated. . .

You recently referred to a paragraph in * The Times which stated 
that the bells at St. Mary-le-Bow had been dismantled. Unfortunately 
that statement is incorrect. A further letter lias appeared in a recent 
issue of ‘ The Times ’ which mentions this subject, and also contains 
suggestions for minimising the chances of towers being so completely 
burned out as that of St. Mary-le-Bow. A paragraph in the London 
‘ Evening News ’ has since stated it is now disclosed that ten of 
the bells at St. Mary-le-Bow, ‘ including the tenor bell, which itself 
weighs 2£ tons, were shattered,’

The destruction of many historic peal boards is greatly to be de­
plored. Fortunately, the Central Council some time ago collected 
details of old peal boards, and possibly particulars of those since 
destroyed are amongst those collected, in which case it should be 
possible to replace the boards in the event of the churches being 
restored. Could not the work of replacement be undertaken by 
ringers, through the Central Council? *

I recently paid a visit to the Church of St. George-in-the-East, with 
which I was very intimately connected many years ago. I  was horri­
fied to find that it had been completely burned out. The tower is 
gutted and many of the beds are cracked and are l y i n g  broken 111 
the porch. The structure of the tower still stands, and it is to be 
hoped that it will be possible to so repair it that it  will long remain 
the familiar landmark to users of the River Thames not far away.

May I thank Mr. Deal for his very interesting letter. It is so diffi- 
cult to get information about London churches and bells; any further 
contribution from the same source will be welcomed.

---------------  C. T. COLES.
F I R E S  IN  C H U R C H  T O W E R S .

THE FATE OF ST. MARY-LE-BOW.
The following letter from Mr. W. A. Forsyth, the well-known 

London architect, appeared in ‘ The Times ’ :—
‘ Fires due to incendiary bombs invariably break out in the roofs 

of nave or aisles and enter the tower through the belfry louvres or 
other available openings. Falling timbers ignite the sittings and 
other woodwork so that a great neat is developed at the floor level. 
Church towers act as flues when heat enters them in such volume. 
The usual down draught is overpowered by a terrific upcast of heat 
and flame, which destroys wood, metal, stone and all else in its course.

‘ In many redfent fires the entire fabric has been destroyed. The 
risk of total destruction of remaining examples can be avoided if 
steps are taken to isolate the towers from the body of the buildings. 
This can be done in a number of ways. A brick vault, for instance, 
or a concrete floor should be inserted in the tower above the nave 
level. The usual aperture provided for the passage of the bells should 
have fireproof trap doors. A similar reinforced concrete floor should 
be set below the bell frame. Both these insertions will provide addi­
tional structural stability in resisting movement from future bell- 
ringing. At the same time all openings above the church, including 
those containing the belfry louvres, should be bricked up until the 
day returns for the ringing of the bells.

‘ Of the churches which have suffered total loss from fire, St. Mary- 
le-Bow is a tvpical example. Had the tower been isolated the famous 
bells would not have been destroyed. Your recent reference indicated 
that the bells had been previously removed. Unfortunately, that is 
not the case.’

J. A. 
TROLLOPE'S ‘COLLEGE YOUTHS’

A  H istory of the Society
5/6 (post free) from

‘ THE RINGING WORLD’ L O W E R  PYRFORD ROAD  
W O K IN G , SU R R E Y .
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S A F E G U A R D I N G  OF B E L L S .
CENTRAL COUNCIL SHOULD ADVISE.

To the Editor.
Sir,—May I be among those who will say * Thank you * to Mr. 

Richard Deal for his admirable letter in your last issue. As one who 
admires Wren’s towers, I have mixed feelings in regard to his verdict 
on Bow steeple. It is good to have Mr. Deal’s expert view that the 
‘ leaning ’ of the steeple is not a matter to be unduly worried about, 
as the tilt which it possesses was adopted long ago.

It is, however, very disturbing to learn that the safety of this and 
other well-known towers, despite the fact that they have resisted the 
bombing, may have been seriously jeopardised by fire.

There is one other point in Mr. Deal’s letter which deserves not only 
attention, but further action 011 somebody’s part. I refer to the 
safety of Southwark Cathedral’s fine peal of twelve bells. Cannot the 
Central Council, through its officers, take some immediate steps to 
bring the matter raised by Mr. Deal to the notice of the Cathedral 
authorities?

At the same time, the whole subject is one of urgent importance 
not only in London but throughout the country, and the Council 
should lose no time in directing the attention of all diocesan authori­
ties to the need of sandbagging bells when they have been lowered 
from the towers. The College Youths sent a communication to the 
‘ Church Times ’ a short time ago, but that does not seem to have 
been sufficient.

The bishops usually issue a monthly letter to the clergy and people 
in their respective dioceses, and the easiest way to bring the matter 
to the notice of clergv and church councils might, perhaps, be through 
this channel, with the bishops’ assistance. This or some other step 
ought to be taken to bring the matter home to the responsible 
authorities, and that quickly, for I believe that in quite a number of 
towns the lowering of the bells from the towers lias either been already 
done or is contemplated. To leave the bells unprotected on the floor 
of a church where they can be reached by fire or falling masonry is 
but spoiling the ship for a ha’porth of tar, for the cost and labour 
of getting the bells down may well be wasted, to say nothing of the 
loss of the bells themselves.

What is needed is action, and this is something which the Central 
Council, as the ‘ watchdog ’ of the Exercise, ought to take.

---------------  1 R .A.F.’
C H U R C H  D A M A G E .

DIOCESAN COMMITTEES TO SETTLE CLAIMS.
The Church Assembly last week gave general approval to the 

Diocesan Reorganisation Committees measure, which provides for the 
appointment of committees to treat with the War Damage Com­
mission.

It was pointed out that the fact that the Commission intended to 
act through the regional offices made it desirable that there should 
exist in every diocese a representative committee capable of settling 
claims by the Church.

There was a good deal of opposition to the measure on the ground 
that it put autocratic power into the hands of a few persons, and 
that the proposed committees were not responsible to any specified 
body. The Bishop of London (Dr. Fisher) said these objections would 
be met.

LONDON AND PROVIN CIAL CHURCHES,
A COMPARISON.

To the Editor.
Sir,—I am afraid Mr. James E. Bailey’s memory must serve him 

rather badly when he says he has never heard anyone describe Bow 
bells (either old or new) ‘ as a poor lot.’ I never had the pleasure of 
hearing the old Bow bells (only the recording), therefore I can only 
accept the views of those who have, which is generally to the effect 
that they were good. But I have both read and heard a totally 
different view expressed of the recast bells in ‘ The Ringing World.’ 
Drawing upon Mr. Bailey’s other points, ‘ that the typical English 
church one finds in towns and villages would in his opinion look 
ridiculous in London,’ I beg to differ. In many large towns and 
cities we have churches built upon street corners ‘ without a hallowed 
acre ’ (St. John’s, Leicester, for example), but here no one would 
ever have cause to ask, ‘ What’s that? There is no corn exchange 
appearance about it! In London, this church would look equally 
the same. The 9teeple is a typical church steeple and not a re­
semblance of ‘ a clock tower.' I have just been studying a picture 
in to-night’s local newspaper of the bombed Church of St. Stephen, 
Walbrook, after a London blitz, and here the same impression is 
given of the steeple—a mere clock tower like you see on any town 
hall; nothing to make one think it was a church.

In conclusion, let me remind Mr. Bailey that I am not writing this 
letter from Leicester and that town is not my home. I mention this 
because on occasions like these often one hears, ‘ Well, you’re bound 
to stick up for your own!’ I could name scores of churches outside 
Leicester similar to St. John’s, which, no matter where they were 
built, would be distinguished at first sight. I could also name several 
in other towns and villages (like those in London) where one would 
have to get right up to the building and go inside to make sure 
that it was a church, Daventry for example. These I claim are little 
better than the modern style of building.

‘ TOURIST.’

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
WESTERN DIVISION’S SUCCESSFUL SUMMER MEETING.

After a lapse of 15 years since the last visit, the Western Division 
of the Yorkshire Association were indeed fortunate to be able to hold 
their summer meeting at Almondbury in the Huddersfield district. 
This delightful little township, situated on the edge of the Colne 
Valley, was seen at its best, and the weather could scarcely have 
been better. Owing to the continued ban on the ringing of tower 
bells, an attractive ramble had been arranged, and upwards of 30 
members and friends climbed to the top of Castle Hill, one of the 
highest points of the district. The view from the summit was worth 
all the effort of the ascent, but in spite of longing glances, the doors 
of the inn remained closed. However, the party found the return 
journey much easier, and arrived at the school house in good form 
for the well prepared tea which was awaiting them.

At the tea table the company were joined by the Rev. A. F. 
Bellman, M.A., who gave the association a hearty welcome to Almond­
bury. _ He had been unable to accompany them on their ramble, owing 
to being engaged on more strenuous duties—the day being one of 
the church’s ‘ fatigue * days, when the church grounds are planted 
with the summer flowers. Though the ringing of tower bells was 
now prohibited, he was proud to see the association was still carrying 
011 its very useful work, so that when the time of victory arrived 
everyone would be ready to ring the glad tidings all over the country­
side.

The business meeting was held in the grounds of the School House, 
with the vice-president, Mr. P. J. Johnson, in the chair. The associa­
tion’s president. Canon Marshall, had unfortunately had to leave 
before the meeting owing to urgent business.

After the minutes of the previous meeting had been read and con­
firmed, the main item on the agenda—the ‘ next meeting ’—was dis­
cussed at length, and eventually it was decided to endeavour to 
arrange this at Heptonstall in September.

The secretary, in proposing a hearty vote of thanks to the local 
company, and especially to Mr. Dransfield, who had made all the 
splendid arrangements, pointed out that it was not an easy task to 
receive a party in these times. Catering was one of the main diffi­
culties, but it had been accomplished splendidly, and the association 
were really indebted to their good friends for receiving them and 
preparing for their comfort.

Mr W. E. Dransfield, in reply, assured the visitors that he had

GOOD STRIKING.—It is almost incredible what extremely small 
portions of tim,e are forced on the observation in change ringing. 
Assuming a quarter of a second to elapse between the striking of any 
two bells (which supposition is very near the truth), it will appear 
that an error of a quarter of that space too quick or too slow would 
be distinctly felt and heard by an experienced ringer, and hence the 
sixteenth part of a second becomes an appreciable quantity.—Henrv 
Hubbard.

been only too pleased to make the necessary arrangements and would 
do so again whenever the occasion arose.

A collection for the Bell Repairs Fund realised 6s. 2d., which was 
considered very satisfactory.

Mr. Sherwood proposed that a letter expressing regret for his illness 
and hopes for a speedy recovery be sent to Mr. J. S. Goldsmith, 
Editor of ‘The Ringing World,’ who had done and was doing such a 
great and valuable work for the Exercise.—This was carried unani­
mously.

After the meeting handbell ringing was enjoyed in the School House, 
whilst some sought the beauty of the countryside and others the 
peacefulness of the bowling green. Altogether it was a most enjoy­
able meeting.

During the day over 40 members were present from the following 
towers: Almondbury, Armley, Bradford Cathedral, Earlsheaton, Cal- 
verley, Halifax, Headingley (St. Chad’s and St. Michael’s), Hudders­
field, Lindley, Pudsey, Queensbury, and also Mr. V. Jarrett, of 
Chatham.

ON E B E L L .  O N E  M O N T H .
IRISHMAN SENT TO PRISON.

For having rung a bell once at a church in Chadderton, Lancs, an 
Irishman named James Stewart, a twenty-five-year-old labourer of 
Oldham, was sentenced to a month’s imprisonment by the Chadderton 
magistrates. The charge was brought under the Defence Regulations.

A police inspector said that Stewart was seen by the Rev. Peter 
Taylor coming down the steps leading from the belfry of the church 
after Mr. Taylor and others had heard the bell peal once. Stewart’s 
action, said the inspector, might have caused a good deal o f work 
among Civil Defence personnel, in addition to upsetting the morale 
of the public.

Stewart declared that he went into the church to look round, and 
he touched the bell without meaning to ring it.

One month for one stroke on a bell seems a pretty heavy sentence, 
and it does not say much for the morale of the people of Chadderton 
if one stroke on the church bell might upset it.

We shudder to think what is going to happen to the morale of the 
Chadderton people if and when the bell is really rung for the purpose 
for which it is now reserved.
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T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S
If ringers can rid themselves of the idea that there is 

some superfine quality attached to a Surprise method, 
and can realise that a Plain method may be a very high 
class and difficult method, they will have at their dis­
posal a group of ten and twelve bell methods which are 
not only very interesting to ring, but will satisfy all the 

requirements which are needed for producing outside effects.
A fortnight ago we described Double Coslany Court 

Major with its three Court shunts in each half lead. W e  
can apply similar constructions to Royal, and there (be­
cause we have more scope) we can have a greater variety 
of methods.

The shunt is made by the bell next in front of the 
treble in coursing order making a place, crossing the 
treble’s path and immediately making another place. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0  
2 1 4 3 6 5 8 7 0 9  
2 4 1 3 5 6 7 8 9 0  
4 2 3 1 6 5 8 7 0 9  
2 4 3 6 1 8 5 0 7 9  
4 2 6 3 8 1 0 5 9 7

This can be done either at handstroke or at back­
stroke, and anywhere during the treble’s journey from 
the front to the back (the second half-lead will, of course, 
have to balance the first half-lead).

If we use backstroke places only, we can have 4ths 
and 3rds; 6ths and 5ths; and 8ths and 7ths. In addi- 
tipn we can use either or both of the Extremes (2nds at 
the lead-end and 9ths at the half-lead-end).

It is a simple job to work out the combinations of 
these, and we shall then have a group of first class 
Royal methods, interesting to ring, not particularly diffi­
cult, and (since the natural coursing order is kept 
throughout) decidedly musical.

Isleworth B. Farnham B.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0  
2 1 4 3 6 5 8 7 0 9  2 1 4 3 6 5 8 7 0 9  
2 4 1 6 3 8 5 0 7 9  2 4 1 6 3 8 5 0 7 9  
4 2 6 1 8 3 0 5 9 7  4 2 6 1 8 3 0 5 9 7  
4 6 2 8 1 3 5 0 7 9  4 6 2 8 1 3 5 0 7 9
6 4 8 2 3 1 0 5 9 7  6 4 8 2 3 1 5 7 0 9  
4 6 2 8 3 0 1 9 5 7  4 6 2 8 3 5 1 7 9 0  
6 4 8 2 0 3 9 1 7 5  4 2 6 3 8 5 7 1 0 9  
6 8 4 0 2 9 3 7 1 5  2 4 3 6 5 8 7 0 1 9  
8 6 0 4 9 2 7  T5 5 1  4 2 6 3 8 5 0 7 9 1

6 8 4 0 2 9 3 7 5 1  4 6 2 8 3 0 5 9 7 1
8 6 0 4 9 2 7 3 1 5  6 4 8 2 0 3 9 5 1 7
8 0 6 9 4 7 2 1 3  5 4 6 2 8 3 0 9 1 5 7
0 8 9 6 7 4 1 2 5 3  4 2 6 3 8 0 1 9 7  5
8 0 6 9 7 1 4 5 2 3  2 4 3 6 8 1 0 9 5 7
0 8 9 6 1 7 5 4 3 2  4 2 6 3 1 8 0 5 9 7
0 9 8 1 6 7 4 5 2 3  4 6 2 1 3 8 5 0 7 9
9 0 1 8 7 6 5 4 3 2  6 4 1 2 8  3 0 5 9 7
9 1 0 7 8 5 6 3 4 2  6 1 4 8 2 0  3 9 5 7
1 9 7 0 5 8 3 6 2 4  1 6 8 4 0 2 9 3 7  5

1 9 0 7 8 5 6 3 4 2  1 6 4 8 2 0 3 9 5 7  
Two things, however, should be noted. When the total 

number of shunts within the lead is three or a multiple 
of three, a full course will not be produced; and when a 
large number of shunts is used the amount of dodging 
is apt to be excessive. This is particularly so in the 
case of Double Oxford which is produced by the maxi­

mum number of Court Shunts and Extremes. Double 
Norwich is produced by 4ths and 3rds and 8ths and 
7ths. Sixths and 5ths give a method rung in 1919 at 
Surfleet and claimed by Law James to be entitled to the 
name Double Court Royal without any qualification. 
Perhaps the best of the series is Isleworth Bob Royal 
which has 6th and 5th and the two Extremes.

A fortnight ago we saw that by adding the handstroke 
shunt between the two backstroke shunts of Double Nor­
wich we can produce Double Coslany, a far more difficult 
method to ring. Similarly in these Royal methods, 
wherever there are two backstroke shunts made to­
gether, we can insert a handstroke shunt and produce a 
ten bell method which, while maintaining the natural 
coursing order and the musical qualities, will tax the 
skill of the most expert band. Just before the war broke 
out an attempt for a peal in one of them by a first class 
band had been arranged. Whether they would have 
been successful is by no means certain.

On twelve bells similar constructions will give similar 
methods. There, because the scope is greater, the num­
ber of possible methods is larger. Double Norwich is 
the only one which has been rung so far and appended 
are two other excellent methods.

Plain Maximus Methods.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 E T 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 E T
2 1 4 3 6 5 8 7 0 9 T E 2 1 4 3 6 5 8 7 0 9 T E
2 4 1 6 3 8 5 0 7 T 9 E 2 4 1 3 5 6 7 8 9 0 E T
4 2 6 1 8 3 0 5 T 7 E 9 4 2 3 1 5 7 6 9 8 E 0 T
4 6 2 8 1 3 5 0 7 T 9 E » 2 4 3 5 1 7 9 6 E 8 T 0
6 4 8 2 3 1 0 5 T 7 E 9 2 3 4 5 7 1 6 9 8 E 0 T
4 6 2 8 3 0 1 T 5 E 7 9 3 2 5 4 7 6 1 8 9 0 E T
6 4 8 2 0 3 T 1 E 5 9 7 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 1 0 9 T E
6 8 4 0 2 T 3 E 1 5 7 9 2 4 3 6 5 8 7 0 1 9 E T
8 6 0 4 T 2 E 3 5 1 9 7 4 2 6 3 8 5 0 7 9 1 T E
6 8 4 0 2 T 3 E 5 9 1 7 2 4 3 6 5 8 7 0 9 T 1 E
8 6 0 4 T 2 E 3 9 5 7 1 4 2 6 3 8 5 0 7 T 9 E 1

8 0 6 T 4 E 2 9 3 7 5 1 4 6 2 8 3 0 5 T 7 E 9 1
0 8 T 6 E 4 9 2 7 3 1 5 6 4 8 2 0 3 T 5 E 7 1 9
8 0 6 T 4 E 2 9 7 1 3 5 4 6 2 8 3 0 5 T E 1 7 9
0 8 T 6 F. 4 9 2 1 7 5 3 6 4 8 2 0 3 T 5 1 E 9 7
0 T 8 E 6 9 4 1 2 7 3 5 6 8 4 0 2 T 3 1 5 E 7 9
T 0 E 8 9 6 1 4 7 2 5 3 8 6 0 4 T 2 1 3 E 5 9 7
0 T 8 E 9 1 6 7 4 5 2 3 6 8 4 0 T 1 2 E 3 9 5 7
T 0 E 8 1 9 7 6 5 4 3 2 6 4 8 0 1 T E 2 9 3 7 5
T E 0 1 8 9 6 7 4 5 2 3 4 6 8 1 0 T 2 E 3 9 5 7
E T 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 6 4 1 8 0 2 T 3 E 5 9 7
E 1 T 9 0 7 8 5 6 3 4 2 6 1 4 8 2 0 3 T 5 E 7 9
1 E 9 T 7 0 5 8 3 6 2 4 1 6 8 4 0 2 T 3 E 5 9 7

1 E T 9 0 7 8 5 6 3 4 2 1 6 4 8 2 0 3 T 5 E 7 9
T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL ,

(Continued from page 305.) 
some carefully thought out argument by scrawling the 
word ‘ rubbish ’ across the page almost before he had 
read it. This difference of opinion did hot prevent a 
large amount of very real friendship between us. I 
spent many holidays and week-ends at Surfleet and he 
came and stayed with me at Ealing. In the long run I 
benefited greatly by these controversies. They com­
pelled me to go very thoroughly into the fundamental 
problems of the science of ringing and whatever merit 
there may be in any of the articles I have written for 

The Ringing World ’ and elsewhere is almost entirely 
due to my struggles with Law James.
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C O N T R A R Y  M O T IO N .
REV. H. DRAKE’S REPLY TO MR. TROLLOPE.

Oh, no, Mr. Trollope, I will not walk into that parlour! No doubt 
you would like me to say that something is hunting backward, in 
order that (whatever it was) you could say that it was not.

Besides, I have taken up the line tlmt I do not know what it is. 
Nor does anyone else. Least of all does Mr. Trollope himself! If lie 
did he would never have made his famous reply at Liverpool, ‘ Hunt­
ing backward is—er—hunting backward,’ thus exposing himself, and 
all of us, to so much ridicule.

I did not make any of the errors of which ho speaks, nor did I 
even write wliat he says I did on two occasions.

Thus I said nothing about an odd number of places being made 
on an even number of bells. I said that one way of inverting the 
order of rows was by making an odd number of places, and I re­
ferred to the six on three bells. (Three, by the way, is not an even 
number.) After writing out the usual six changes, go on writing out 
changes, but make the treble lead a third time. You will then get, 
of course, the same rows as before, but in the inverse order. This 
proves what I said: You have an odd number of places made (in 
this case the treble has led three times). Therefore, the rows have 
been inverted. This is all I meant, and there is 110 error.

Incidentally, the first of these sixes is called quick and the other 
slow. Therefore, if that is all that is wanted, we have already got 
the terms to describe it.

Nor did I ever say that it was ‘ impossible for one bell to be 
hunting forward at the same time others are hunting backward.’ 
How could I ?  Neither I nor anyone else knows what these words 
mean. I was speaking of inversion, and I said that all the bells in 
the piece of ringing that was inverted were affected.

However, this gives an opportunity for yet another definition of 
these wonderful terms. Change ringing is caused, it seems, by one 
bell hunting forward, while ‘ others ’ hunt backward. What the re­
maining bells do is not stated. Perhaps they just look on at the 
wonderful gyrations of ‘ one * and ‘ others.’

Here we have a fifth definition, or is it a sixth? Well, it does not 
matter, they are all inconsistent with one another, and not one can 
be made to apply to Stedman.

Mr. Trollope says that some of my arguments are beside the point. 
Are they? Well, this is the point. We do not understand these 
absurd terms, and'we do not intend them to be used. If we cannot 
ring changes without being made fools of in this ridiculous way, we 
will give up ringing. But that will never be.

HERBERT DRAKE.
Woodbridge, Suffolk.

DEFINITIONS INDIFFERENTLY EXPRESSED.
To the Editor.

Sir,—The duel between Mr. Trollope and Rev. H. Drake is interest­
ing and may do something to settle for the future the accuracy or 
otherwise of the terms ‘ forward ’ and ‘ backward ’ as applied to 
hunting. But haven’ t' these words come into comparatively recent 
use through their application by some individual (I care not whom) 
who, at the moment he thought of them, used them because he could 
think of nothing better?

Ringing has been sprinkled through the ages with many terms 
which might have been better expressed. They have often been 
applied by people who have had little sense of the value of words, 
and have grown into recognition simply because no one bothered to 
challenge them, if, that is, they were ever thought worth disputing.

I have read words used by composers, who not so long since 
dominated the scene, which were obviously by no means the best that 
could have been selected for what it was intended to imply. With­
out casting any reflection upon them, it was doubtless due to the 
limits of their education, but the Exercise was given and accepted 
terms which might have been more aptly expressed. It was worse 
still, of course, in the more distant days when, for instance, the same 
word was sometimes used with different meanings.

Whether the terms ‘ forward ’ and ‘ backward ’ hunting are good 
definitions may be a matter of opinion, but by those who need to use 
them they are by now well understood. The man in the street, or, 
rather, the ringer at the rope-end, doesn’ t care two hoots about these 
particular terms and won’t until it becomes the practice—which I 
personally hope it never will—of conductors to give orders to erring 
ringers, ‘ Hunt forward ’ or ‘ Hunt backward,’ instead of 4 Go up ’ or
* Go down.* Wouldn’t there be some fun if the conductor called out 
imperiously, ‘ Hunt backward ’ to a ringer who was floundering about 
in the middle and didn’t know whether he was coming or going?

But, of course, people who compose, invent, manufacture, produce, 
quarry, mine or otherwise turn out methods, singly or in the mass, 
must have some means of describing the virtues or failings of their 
offspring (if I am not mixing the metaphor), and to me ‘ forward ’ 
and ‘ backward,’ to indicate which way the bells are coursing, are 
just as good, or bad, as any other words, because I can’t tell when 
I look at the figures of any method more complicated than, say, Plain 
Bob or Double Norwich, which way the bells are hunting; and as to 
whether the 3rd in Grandsire and the 3rd in London are hunting 
forward or backward when they start, I ’m beaten to a frazzle. But 
in any case it doesn’t much matter.

T. F. THOMAS.

N O T IC E S .
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1 / 6 .

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’  L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d ,  W o k i n g ,  S u r r e y .

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  
M ONDAY.

The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— The 61st annual 
general meeting will be held at Gravesend ( d . v . )  on Sat­
urday, June 28th. Committee meeting at St. George’s 
Church at 3 p.m. Association service at 4, ccnducted by 
the Rector (Canon H. T. Southgate). Tea and business 
meeting at 5 at the Town Hall, by kind permission of 
His Worship the Mayor, will preside. Travelling 
allowance up to 2s. 6d. will be allowed to practising 
members notifying- and attending.— Fred M. Mitchell, 
Gen. Hon. Sec., 114, Sun Lane, Gravesend.

SH R O P SH IR E  ASSO C IA T IO N . —  A meeting at 
Shrewsbury will be held on June 28th. Assemble at 

| St. Chad’s at 3 p.m. Please note change of address.—  
W . A. Farmer, 70, Oakfield Road, Shrewsbury.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Chertsey Dis­
trict.— A meeting will ( d . v . )  be held at Horsell on Sat­
urday, June 28th. Handbells from 3.30 p.m. Service
4.30 p.m., tea at 5 p.m. Visitors bring their own sand­
wiches to be pooled. The Vicar and his wife will 
supply tea and other niceties. Everybody welcome. —  
F. E. Hawthorne, Hon. Dis. Sec., 39, Queen’s Road, 
Thomas Ditton, Surrey.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Bushey. 
— Meeting, Saturday, June 28th, at the Studios, Fal­
coner Road, 3.30 p.m. Tea can be arranged. Hand­
bells available.— H. G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel Avenue, 
Watford.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCITY— The next meet­
ing will be held at Batley on Saturday, June 28th. Hand­
bells in the tower 3 p.m. Business meeting 4.30 
p.m. —  H. Lofthouse, Hon. Sec., 8, Wortlev Road, 
Leeds 12 .

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S ASSO C IA T IO N .— Hinckley 
District.— Next meeting at Thurlaston on Saturday, June 
28th. Meet at tower at 4 p.m. It is hoped to have 
silencers on the bells. Bring your own “  eats.” Handbells, 
etc., from 6 p.m. onwards.— W . A. Wood, Dis. Sec.

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION.— Western Division. —  A 
meeting will be held at Pulborough on Sunday, June 
29th; tower bells (front six ; silent) and handbells from
3.30.  ̂ The Rector (Rev. E. Frost) has kindly offered to 
provide tea and buns for those sending names by previous 
Wednesday to E. Treagus, Acting Hon. Div. Sec., 
Queen’s Lane, Arundel. (Evensong 6.30.)

LADIES’ GUILD.— Members are reminded that the 
subscription for 1941-42 becomes due on July 1st. To 
save district secretaries having to make personal applica­
tion, will members please forward this direct as early as 
possible ? Many members have not yet paid the cur­
rent year’s subscription. Please send this before June 
30th.— Edith K. Fletcher, Hon. Sec., 45, Walsingham 
Road, Enfield.
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ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U T H S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, July 5th, at 
the Bell Foundry, 32-34, Whitechapel Road, E .C .l, at
3 p.m., by kind invitation of the treasurer, Mr. A. A. 
Hughes. Handbell ringing and a good adjournment spot 
afterwards.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Rochdale Branch. 
— The next meeting will be at Moorside on Saturday, 
July 5th. Tower bells and handbells available. All 
ringers and friends welcome. Business meeting at 6.30 
p.m.—-Ivan Kay, 30, Grafton Street, Moorside, Oldham.

ST. M AR TIN ’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF 
BIRMINGHAM. (Established 1755.) —  Quarterly 
meeting will be held on Saturday, July 5th, at head­
quarters, The Tamworth Arms, Moor Street, City, at
6.30 p.m., to be followed by handbell practice.— T. H. 
Reeves, Hon. Sec.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. —  
The next meeting will be held at Stone on Saturday, 
July 5th. Handbells available from 3 p.m. W ill those 
who are staying to tea kindly notify Mr. A. Rowley, 
120a, Church Street, Stone, Staffs, on or before Mon­
day, June 30th. No card, no tea.— Andrew Thompson, 
Hon. Sec., 63, Whitehouse Road, Cross Heath, New- 
Ccistle Stciflfs

OXFO RD DIOCESAN GUILD.— V .W .H . Branch.
—  The annual meeting will be held at Faringdon on 
Saturday, July 5th. Service at 4.30. Tea at 5.15, at 
Swan Hotel, meeting and handbells after. Those re­
quiring tea must notify by Tuesday, July 1st.— R. Gill- 
ing, Hon. Sec., Fernham, Faringdon.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. —  Manchester and 
Bolton Branches.— A joint meeting will be held at St. 
Paul’s, Walkden, on Saturday, July 5th. Bells (silent) 
from 3 p.m. Bring sandwiches and sugar. —  Peter 
Crook and John H. Ridyard, Secs.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Eastern District —  
A meeting will be held at St. Mary’s, Maldon, on Satur­
day, July 12th. Service at 4.30. Tea and meeting 
afterwards. Will all those requiring tea please let me 
know by Tuesday, July 8th, so that the essential ar­
rangement may be made-? —  H. W . Shadrack, Hon. 
Dis. Sec., 48, Arbour Lane, Chelmsford.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Eastern District.—  
The summer meeting will be held at York on Saturday, 
July 12th, when handbells will be available at the Minster 
from 2.30 p.m. Evensong in the Minster at 4 o ’clock. Tea 
at Eastgate Cafe at 5 o ’clock, 2s. each. Please inform 
Air. G. Horner, 91, Clifton Green, York, by Thursday, 
July 10th. Business meeting after tea. Annual reports 
available. A good attendance is hoped for. —  H. S. 
Morley, Hon. Sec., 5, Ebor Street, Selby.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— Northern Division. —  A 
meeting of this division will be held at Halstead on Sat­
urday, July 12th. Handbells will be available in church 
from 2.30 onwards. Service at 4.30, followed by tea.

It is essential that all intending to be present should 
notify the secretary not later than Wednesday, July 9th, 
to make the necessary arrangements for tea.— Hilda G. 
Snowden, Hon. Dis.' Sec., 3, Belle Vue, Hedingham 
Road, Halstead, Essex.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. —  Burton 
District. —  This district will hold its next meeting at 
Ticknall on Sunday, July 13th. Handbell ringing at
2.15 p.m. Service 2.45 p.m. Refreshments in Welfare 
Hall at 4.15, followed by short business meeting. Tea 
and cake provided, but will members please take their 
own sandwiches and sugar? Derby District members 
and friends cordially invited.— J. W . Cotton, Hon. Spc., 
Overseal.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION. —  Southern 
Divisionv —  A meeting will be held on Saturday, July 
19th. Ringers welcome at 2.30. Tea, by kind invita­
tion of Mrs. F. I. Hairs, Restormel, James Lane, Bur­
gess Hill, where the meeting will be held, ONLY to 
those who notify the hostess by July 12th. Please be 
particular on this point. Handbells available. Nearest 
station, Wivelsfield, five minutes. —  S. E. Armstrong, 
Hon. Div. Sec.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION— A general meet­
ing at Cambridge on Saturday, July 19th. Ringing on 
the Seage apparatus at Great St. Mary’s from 3 p.m. 
Service 4.30. I will try to arrange tea for those who 
notify me by Monday, July 14th. —  K. Willers, Gen. 
Sec., Sweetbriars, Trumpington, Cambridge.

OXFO RD DIOCESAN GUILD.— The annual busi­
ness meeting will be held at Oxford in the Chapter 
House, Christ Church, at 3.15 p.m., on Saturday, July 
19th. A service will be held at St. Aldate’s Church at
4.30 p.m., at which a collection will be taken for the 
Guild Restoration Fund. It has been found impossible 
to arrange for any communal tea, owing to rationing 
difficulties. Day tickets are issued at a cheap rate from 
all stations L.M .S. and G .W .R . to Oxford. It is hoped 
to get a representative gathering of members to meet, 
and show that the Guild is still alive in despite of the 
troublous times in which we are living. —  Richard T. 
Hibbert, Gen. Sec., 69, York Road, Reading.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. —  Victor A. Jarrett (late 
Chatham) is now living at 14, Rothwell Mount, Halifax. 
He would be pleased to get into touch with Halifax 
ringers.

H A N D B E L L S  W A N T E D .
W A N T E D . Set of 9 to 12. Any key.— Write M. D. 

Peterson, Radley College, Abingdon, Berks.

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. POPE WORKS, WUMTHAM

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FOR N EW  C LO C K S, C H IM E  A D D ITIO N S , REPAIRS 
OR R EP A IN TIN G  O F DIALS.
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The Central Council Publications
TO  BE O B T A IN E D  P O ST FREE  

fr o m  th e  
R ev. E. S . P O W E L L , S ta v e r to n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n try

d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS-Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble

Dominated Methods) .............................................................. 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) .............................................................  ... 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section HI. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
COBRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B............................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ^
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ..........  3

Cambridge Surprise Major .................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Coijrt 3
Bristol Surprise Major .................  ... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................  1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ........................................................................................... 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ BOPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

1 STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Anniger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

* TREBLE BOB,* Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages. 
1 SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from 
M i a s  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N  
W o o d la n d s , N ew b y  B rid ge , U lv e rsto n , L a n cs

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
' GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6$d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M . Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7 $d. each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 /2  (6 copies for 6 /- ) .
O b ta in a b le  o n ly  p o s t  f r e e  f r o m  R ev . E. S . P O W E L L , 

S t a v e r t o n  V ic a r a g e , n ea p  D a v e n tr y .

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANOLINfi AND NON STRETCHING
E s t . 1 8 2 0  - =■ —  T e l. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

O r a e r  y o u r  B ell R o p e s  n o w , b e fo r e  p r ic e s  in c r e a s e ,  
p r e -w a r  q u a lity , a n d  s e n d  u s  y o u r  o ld  B ell R o p e s  

f o r  r e p a ir s  w h ils t  n o t  in u s e .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M A T S  A N D  B EL L M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IKKSTAND la Solid Silver

Diameter 2}in 2iin. 8iia. 3Jin, 4in. 4Hn. Sin. 5}in 
Price 1 8 /S  2 2 (8  2 8 /8  3 3 /8  4 2 / -  S 2 /8  8 7 /8  7 8  8

The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E . R U S S E L L  and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

J oh n  S m ith  &  S o n s , M id la n d  O lo c k  W o r k s ,  
D e r b y , L td .

H ea d  O ffice  a n d  W o r k s , Q u e e n  S t . ,  D e rb y
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P E A L  C O M P O S IT IO N S .
Recent letters in ‘ The Ringing World ’ have revealed 

some of the difficulties which have been apparent to 
association officials, and some other people, for a long 
time in regard to peal compositions. It is not necessary 
to go over again all the ground covered by Mr. W . 
Barton and Mr. C. T. Coles, but there is one direction 
in which we feel the Exercise has been lacking in fore­
sight, and that is in fixing some means by which peal 
compositions, whenever rung, can be accurately identi­
fied. Compositions like Parker’s Twelve-Part or 
Thurstans’ Four-Part identify themselves, and so does 
a peal of Cambridge Surprise Major ‘ composed by C. 
Middleton,’ but the number of peals in which the identity 
of the composition is thus conclusively established is very 
small. The vast majority remain absolutely unidenti­
fiable to all but the conductor.

Hitherto the general practice, when the report of a 
peal is published, has been to give the name of the com­
poser. That in itself, as experience has frequently 
shown, is not necessarily a guarantee of the truth of the 
composition, and it is far from being sufficient to identify 
it, either to the public who read the report at the time, 
or later on to anyone who may be officially interested in 
it. After a lapse of time many conductors are unable to 
say what particular composition they called, unless they 
have special reason for remembering it. In days gone 
by the publication of the name of the composer may 
have been sufficient— it was all that interested those 
who read the peal report, but in these more advanced 
times, when the knowledge of composition, like that of 
ringing itself, has remarkably extended and ringers are 
more critical, what matters most is not the name of the 
composer, but the figures of the composition that has 
been rung. Quite a number of people now take an in­
terest in these things, and some means of identifying all 
compositions would be an undoubted advantage. The 
late Mr. Arthur Knights adopted the very simple plan 
of numbering his compositions and such a helpful system 
might very well be followed by all composers; then, in 
case of any future question arising, it would be but little 
trouble to identify the figures of any peal performance.

It may be said by some people that it is too late to 
adopt such a scheme at this stage because of the diffi­
culty of collecting and indexing the compositions of men 
now dead and gone. W e  agree that this offers some­
thing of a problem, but we are not sure that it is beyond 
all possibility to index the peals of old composers which 
are still rung. Among the composers who are now with 
us, however, the scheme should be quite feasible. W e  

(Continued on page 314.)
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don’t know what Mr. Lindoff will say to this with the 
many thousands of peal compositions which he has got—  
those of London Surprise Major alone, we believe, run 
into six figures— but we imagine that a man who can 
evolve plans for the production of such a vast number of 
peals could fairly readily find some simple way of in­
dexing them.

A scheme, undertaken at this date, is, of course, bound 
to have many gaps in it, and it would almost certainly 
take a long while to complete, even to the extent that 
completion is‘ possible, but if the living composers would 
begin to use a numerical system of identification, such 
as Mr. Knights employed, conductors would gradually 
come to use. the information when recording the peals 
they call. There will doubtless be objections to such a 
scheme, chiefly on the ground of the task of getting it 
under way so that it may be put to practical use, but 
with the help of the composers— and there are not a large 
number whose output can be described as prolific— we be­
lieve the difficulties can be overcome. The details are 
matters that can be worked out later when ringing comes 
once again into its own and happier days are with us. 
There is no reason, however, why in the meantime asso­
ciation officials and other ringers who are interested in 
the matter should not give it serious thought.

It is not suggested, of course, that such a scheme is 
any solution of the situation created by the unwitting 
ringing of false compositions, some of which, as Mr. 
Barton’s work is now revealing, are coming to light after 
the lapse of years. Neither does it surmount the diffi­
culties pointed out by Mr. Coles that crop up when, be­
fore the falseness is discovered, the figures are published 
in an association report or circulated by any other means. 
Once the figures have got abroad they cannot be over­
taken, and we have no doubt that in the past false peals, 
withdrawn by the authors, have sometimes been called 
by conductors in complete ignorance. This side of the 
problem is truly a difficult one, but a system of identifica­
tion such as we have suggested would enable all such 
peals to be traced, even years later, because once a 
composition has been given an index number, the 
identification would be attached to every report of its 
performance.

H A N D B E L L  P E A L .
BUSHEY, HERTFORDSHIRE.

THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Monday, June 23, 1941, in Two Hours and Twenty Mtnutis,

A t  t h b  R o y a l  M a s o n ic  J u n io r  S c h o o l ,
A PEAL OF CAMBRIOCE COURT MAJOR, 5024 CHANCES ;

Tenor size 15 in C.
• E d w in  A. B a r n e t t ...............  1-2 I ’ E r n e s t  C. S. T u r n e r  . . .  5-6

C h r is t o p h e r  W .  W o o l l e y  3 -4  | ‘ F r e d e r ic k  W .  B r in k l o w  j -8  
Composed and Conducted by C h r i s t o p h e r  W .  W o o l l e y .

* First peal in the method. First peal in the method as conductor.

S O C IE T Y  OF S H E R W O O D  Y O U T H S .
The annual meeting of the Society of Sherwood Youths was held 

on June 21st at Vernon House, Nottingham. Naturally, owing to 
prevailing conditions, numbers were small, and the * campanological 
flights ’ were not very high, but in spite of difficulties those present 
had a very enjoyable time. Visitors were present from Burton, 
Derby and Leicester.

The chief business of the afternoon was the passing of accounts 
and the election of officers. These may both be considered satisfac­
tory, as the officers were all re-elected, and the treasurer reported 
an increase of 9s. 4d. on the previous balance.

It was decided to hold another meeting in a month’s time at the 
same place, due notice of which will be given in ‘ The Ringing 
World.’
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N O V E L  S I L E N T  A P P A R A T U S . ’
BUCKS RINGERS’ EXPERIMENT.

The Central Bucks Branch of the Oxford Diocesan Guild held its 
unnual meeting- in the parish of North Marston on Saturday, June 
14th. The ringers began to assemble at the Parish Church at 
2.30 p.m., and the bells (tongue-tied, alas!) were soon set going to 
Grandsire Doubles, Bob Minor and Double Court.

A novel experiment was tried with a new form of ‘ silent appara­
tu s / Each ringer was provided with a partner armed with a hand­
bell, who struck his bell as the man with the rope pulled off at hand 
and back stroke. A six-score of Doubles was rung in this way, but 
the Oxford Guild does not contemplate worrying the Central Council 
to sanction the ringing of peals by this method.

The bells of North Marston are & very musical ring of six, the old 
five having been recast and a treble added by Mears and Stainbank 
in 1926. The present tenor is 13 cwt. 2 qr. 27 lb. in F.

The service was conducted by the Vicar of the parish (the Rev.
G. R. Robertson), who also gave a helpful address on the duties 
of bellringers in time of war. Twenty-eight members and guests 
sat down to a tea which would have horrified Lord Woolton, so 
lavish was the butter and so varied and numerous the sandwiches 
and cakes.

The annual business meeting which followed was under the chair­
manship of the Rev. George Dixon (Rector of Waddesdon and Rural 
Dean). He was supported by Mr. Frank Gibbard, secretary of the 
branch, and by the Rev. C. Elliot Wigg, Deputy Master of the Guild.

The secretary made his report on the affairs of the branch during 
the past year, and read the statement of accounts, which showed a 
satisfactory balance.

The officers were all re-elected, with a vote of thanks to them for 
their able services in the past.

PRESENTATION TO REV. C. E. WIGG.
During the course of the meeting a presentation of candlesticks 

and table cruets was made to the Deputy Master as a token of the 
good wishes of the branch on the occasion of his recent marriage.— 
The Rev. C. E. Wigg replied, thanking the members for what was 
a totally unexpected and delightful gift.

A very hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the Vicar of North 
Marston for his kindly welcome to the ringers, and to the members 
of the Mothers’ Union who had provided such an excellent tea.

After the conclusion of the business meeting the members were 
greatly entertained by a lecture on the bells of the Oxford Diocese, 
given by Mr. F. Sharpe, o f Launton. The lecture was profusely 
illustrated with lantern slides, and Mr. Sharpe kept his audience 
amused with anecdotes drawn from his long experience as a prac­
tical ringer. Commenting on the fact that some members of the 
public do not relish the sound of protracted ringing as much as the 
ringers themselves, he related how a certain bellringer in an Oxford­
shire village was taken to task by one of the parishioners for the 
appalling noise that he had his fellows had made during the ring­
ing of a long peal. * It’s your ears that are wrong, not our bells,’ 
replied the ringer. ‘ You can’t expect a person with ears shaped 
like the devil’s to appreciate the sound of church bells.*

B O B  D O U B L E S .
To the Editor.

Sir,—Is it really necessary to find some other name for Bob Doubles 
when the bobbed leads are uncalled and the plain leads are termed 
‘ bobs ’ ? The suggestion of the Rev. Herbert Drake seems to me 
superfluous, for bobbed leads (whether called ‘ plain ’ or not) do 
not get you far without the use also of plain leads (whether called 
bobs or not).

Let us look at the method as we know it for the sake of sim­
plicity of understanding. Two bobbed leads bring the bells round. 
Alternate bobbed and plain leads run to 60 changes only. Bobbed 
leads followed by twro plain leads ‘ won’t go ’ ; it turns up false. 
Bobbed leads followed by three plain leads is, therefore, the only 
arrangement that will produce the extent, and that (whether you 
reverse the terms * bob ’ and * plain ’ or not) is just Bob Doubles— 
the Bob Doubles that have been known all down the ages.

By the way, I had a recollection of ringing, years ago, a peal of 
Minor which included College Single and Oxford Bob, and that, 
before starting, we were told that a plain lead of one was the bob 
lead in the other. I have tried to find out if my memory is correct 
by comparing College Single in an old edition of ‘ Standard Methods ’ 
with Oxford Bob in the latest C.C. Collection. Whether we rang 
the method as I have said, or whether I am mistaken, I cannot now 
say for certain, but I find that, while a plain lead of College Single 
/not the reverse method which appears in the Collection) is exactly 
the same as a bob lead of Oxford Bob, the College Single, with 4th’s 
place made at the treble’s lead, appears to require 6th’s place at the 
bob; and it may be that that is what we rang. But, in any event, 
the case is not quite the same as that of the Bob Doubles.

OWD BOB.

SURREY A SSO C IA TIO N .
PLEASANT MEETING AT REIGATE.

In perfect summer weather a meeting of the Surrey Association 
was held at Reigate on Saturday, June 21st. About 40 members and 
friends attended, and it proved a very enjoyable gathering. Preced­
ing the meeting, about half the company had a very attractive w'alk 
from Merstham to the top of Reigate Hill, where the excellent 
weather revealed the scenery at its best, and one of the finest views 
in the south-east of England was a fitting reward for those who 
made the climb. The walkers then proceeded by way of Wray Lane, 
where the overhanging foliage of the great trees afforded welcome 
shade, to Wray Common, and thence to the fine old Parish Church 
of Reigate.

Here the service was being held, conducted by the Vicar, the Rev. 
R. Talbot, and attended by members wTho had not undertaken the 
ramble.

The Vicar extended a hearty welcome to the association, and those 
present will agree with his remarks that the church was the coolest 
spot which they had visited that day. In his address he deprecated 
a spirit of pessimism which he had observed amongst some of his 
fellow-men to-day, and disagreed absolutely with the belief that the 
failure of Christianity was responsible for the present state of 
affairs. Christianity can only fail after it has been properly tried, 
he said. The trouble was that it had not been properly tried, and 
it w'as, therefore, our duty to work for a practical Christianity which 
would apply to our whole existence.

After the service, the party adjourned to the very fine garden 
of Mr. Northover, who very kindly provided the tea. In the desir­
able shade of some lime trees a very welcome and enjoyable meal 
was held, after which Mr. Northover invited all present to make 
use of the grounds, and a walk round the various paths proved most 
interesting. After the meal was completed, the members expressed 
hearty appreciation of Mr. Northover’s hospitality, and, in reply, he 
said that he would again like to welcome the association next year, 
provided the food question raised no difficulties.

No business was transacted, but those present stood a few moments 
in silence as a mark of respect to the late Mr. Fred iWoodriss.

The heat did not incite further activity, and members were con­
tent to talk over old times and other matters until the party finally 
dispersed about 8.30 p.m.

M I D D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C I A T I O N .
NORTH AND 'EAST DISTRICT AT MONKEN HADLEY.

Twenty-one ringers and friends, representing six affiliated towers, 
attended the North and East District meeting of the Middlesex 
County Association and London Diocesan Guild, held at Monken 
Hadley on Saturday, June 14th. Handbell ringing took place in 
the ringing chamber of St. Mary’s Church, and a short service was 
held, at which the Rector (the Rev. G. Richardson) officiated.
A welcome was extended to the association before an address by 

the Rector, who was glad to know that, despite present restric­
tions and the transfer of some ringers to other occupations, the art 
of ringing was still being maintained. The address was based on 
three thoughts—disappointment in the thought that restrictions pro­
hibited the sound of church bells; satisfaction in the fact that hand­
bell ringing was permissible under certain conditions, and that it 
was the accepted substitute for tower-bell ringing; hope in the future 
when we shall all be able to return to our cherished and mysterious 
art of campanology.

The business meeting wTas held in the church and was of  ̂ short 
duration, Mr. J. A. Trollope (vice-president) acting as chairman. 
Those present stood for a few seconds in silence as a mark of respect 
to a deceased member, the late Mr. E. F. Pike.

Arrangements were being made for the next district meeting to 
be held at Stanmore.

The meeting expressed pleasure in the knowledge that Mr. J. S. 
Goldsmith, editor of ‘ The Ringing World,’ had returned home from 
hospital, and was making continued and satisfactory progress to­
wards complete recovery.

Thanks w'ere accorded to the Rector, organist and Mr. H. S. Arbin, 
captain of the local band, for their parts towards the success of the 
meeting. .

More handbell ringing then took place until teatime, which was 
unavoidably later than advertised, but was worth waiting for. It 
was noticed that an unofficial Youth Movement had been created in 
the presence (at any rate at the tea table) of Master Peter^ Coles 
and Graham Lock, who may, by their pedigree, in a few years’ time 
be commencing their ringing careers by starting off with Spliced Sur­
prise and learning the intricacies of Grandsire and Stedman when 
they acquire the fruit of experience. The company dispersed after 
teatime, though this was a slow operation, as there was so much 
to talk about. ____________________

CROFT, LEICS.—On June 2nd, the thirteenth anniversary of the 
dedication of the bells, the usual peal was replaced by a quarter-peal 
of Grandsire Doubles on handbells : John H. Bailess 1-2, C. H. Wenb 
(conductor) 34, W. A. Wood (first quarter-peal ‘ in hand *) 5-6.
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T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL .
(Continued from page 309.)

THE M ETHODS REPORT.
Soon after the appointment of the Methods Committee 

Law James sent round a draft of a proposed report. It 
was practically identical with the definition of a method 
he had brought forward at Norwich. The actual word­
ing is now lost, but the original definition was as follows. 
A method is an arrangement of place-making and dodg­
ing upon an odd number of bells working about one or 
more trebles in one plain or treble bob hunt, so that 
at each treble lead-end the treble or trebles occupy a 
different position among the working bells; coming be­
tween each pair in turn; and provided also that the work­
ing bells are at each lead-end in their proper coursing 
order.

It was not the statement on methods that people were 
asking for, and it was very doubtful if it would be under­
stood by ordinary ringers. It was therefore received 
very coldly by the members of the committee, and after 
some discussion, I submitted an alternative draft based 
on Bulwer’s suggested rules. This was generally ap­
proved, but naturally James would not agree, and in the 
course of the discussion, the draft with its comments and 
criticisms got lost in the post or in some other way.

That really was a fortunate thing, for the draft was 
a poor affair and, if presented to the Council and 
adopted, would have done no good.

I had by this time begun to see that there was more 
truth behind James’ ideas than people at first thought. 
A long and keen controversy sprang up which spread 
beyond the committee and was waged partly by cor­
respondence and partly in the columns of ‘ The Bell 
News.’ After some years I drew up a statement of 
what I thought had been fairly generally, agreed on by 
those most competent to express an opinion, and I sent 
it in the form of a letter to ‘ The Bell News. ’ Bulwer 
warmly approved of it and suggested that it should be 
used as the report. The other members agreed, and 
Law James consented on condition that his amended 
definitions of a plain lead, a bob lead, and a single lead 
were included. I added some explanatory notes, and the 
whole was presented to the Council and adopted, five 
years after the committee had been first appointed.

The report was printed in the Council’s Rules and 
Decisions, and still stands as the official statement on 
a method. Looking at it now in the light of greatly in­
creased knowledge, I do not think it is anything like so 
good a statement on methods as could be made; but it 
served its purpose and it set the standard for methods 
which the Exercise has accepted. Some of its less im­
portant statements are rather open to question, but it 
finally decided the three main points which had been 
keenly debated, and on which the Exercise had been 
strongly divided. First it ruled that no bell may lie 
more than two consecutive blows in any position. That 
meant that methods like Bob Triples and Grandsire 
Major, which Bad for many years a measure of popu­
larity among ringers, were no longer to be allowed; and 
that things like Treble Bob Triples and Caters, and Sted­
man Major were put beyond the pale. It did not, how­
ever, forbid certain seven bell methods (not triple 
changes throughout) with six working bells, which 
some of the older men such as Davies, and probably 
Heywood, would have ruled out, and which were not 
covered by James’ original definition.

Treble Bob Triples and Stedman Major had always 
been looked on as more or less freaks, but Bob Triples 
for many years was a standard method, and Grandsire 
on even numbers was by some considered to be equal to 
Plain Bob. The Clavis claims that on twelve bells it is 
much superior. Bob Triples does not, perhaps, deserve 
the hard things which were said against it ; the objec­
tions to it were largely academic, and no harm would 
have been done if it had remained in practice; but a 
logical line had to be drawn and Bob Triples was on 
the wrong side of it.

The second important ruling of the Method Report 
was that each lead in a method must be symmetrical. 
Every place made in the first half lead must be balanced 
by a complementary place made in the second half lead. 
This was strongly challenged by some people, who saw 
in it no more than a mere fad, an attempt to make a 
method ‘ look pretty on paper. ’ The criticism gained 
most of its strength and point from Union Triples which 
is not symmetrical, and was therefore ruled out. Union 
Triples had enjoyed a certain amount of revived popu­
larity in the previous few years among peal ringers, and 
among a number of very clever composers like A. B. 
Carpenter, C. D. P. Davies and John Carter, who found 
in it a large scope for the exercise of their skill and in­
genuity. It is probable that its popularity among prac­
tical ringers would in any case have been short lived.

The discovery by J. J. Parker of the falseness of 
Yorkshire Court Minor, due to its lack of symmetry, 
did something towards changing men’s opinion, and the 
increasing interest taken in new Surprise and Treble Bob 
methods, with their problems of internal falseness, did more.

The keenest controversy centred round the third rule, 
that which said that a method must have what are called 
Bob Major Lead Ends. It was, and is, easy to criticise 
this rule. It was, and is, easy to recognise its value. 
But it is extraordinarily difficult to give any reasons for 
it which will satisfy anyone who is not himself convinced 
of its necessity. It led to the greatest amount of con­
troversy and the keenest of arguments, but most of it 
was very poor stuff.

The strongest point in favour of these rules, and the 
thing which really led to their being accepted by the 
Exercise, is that they are really inherent in the nature of 
change ringing. They were not new things, though 
people thought they were, and Heywood was ‘ patiently 
amused at the earnest endeavours to shackle composition 
into conformity with quite arbitrary and wholly ques­
tionably axiomatic rules.’ Others roundly declared that 
the Methods Committee was trying to dictate to ringers 
as to what they should ring, and they resented the dicta­
tion strongly. But these rules had been more or less 
observed by the Exercise throughout the ages, and con­
sciously so, for the most part, by the best composers. 
At any rate, only those methods which kept them had 
proved of abiding value.

Apart from the three rules there is nothing much of 
permanent value in the Method Report. The definitions 
of a plain lead, a bob lead, and a single lead, and the 
definitions of a single method, a reverse method, a 
double method and a compound method have just suffi­
cient amount of truth in them to obscure the whole truth; 
and the statement on the succession of the nature of the 
rows is a concession (quite unnecessary) to an opinion 
held at the time by leading men, but on insufficient 
grounds. The Methods Report was a halfway house be­



J u ly  4 th , 1941. T H E  R IN G T W G  W O R L D . 317

tween the merely opportunist code of rules asked for by 
Heywood and Bulwer and a really scientific explanation 
of methods. The latter, however, was not possible at 
the time, and it is doubtful if it is even now.

With all its defects and limitations the report served 
its purpose well enough, and it prepared the ground for 
the great expansion of Major methods. Controversy 
died down or was turned to other matters. But to that 
there was one exception. C. D. P. Davies had taken no 
part in the arguments, for they were outside his par­
ticular subjects. But one day in the year 1911 he visited 
John Carter to see his ringing machine, and he worked 
out and took with him a new Major method which he 
thought was typical of what a good Major method should 
be. It is sufficient to say that in the first lead of the 
plain course 8-2 dodge behind, with the 7th on the lead, 
and the lead end is 3462857. Afterwards he was told 
that it did not meet the requirements of the Methods Re­
port, and it seems that some contemptuous remarks by 
Law James about it and afeout Union Triples came to 
his ears.— That stung him into an almost fierce anta­
gonism not unmixed with personal feeling, and he set 
himself to the task of removing the Methods Report 
from the Council’s decisions. At the London meeting in 
1912 he brought the matter up, but was soundly beaten, 
for though he was genuinely working for what he 
thought were the best interests of the art and science of 
change ringing, his zeal was greater than his knowledge 
of this particular matter.

He had to wait until a new Council came into being, 
and then in 1915 in another attack, he made the longest 
speech ever delivered to the Council. Excessive wordi­
ness was always his greatest defect, but on this occasion

he spoke for an hour and forty minutes. The meeting, 
of course, was thoroughly sick and tired of the subject 
long before he had finished. James was not present, 
and I, as representing the Methods Committee, sat still 
and did not interrupt. It was a great test of Heywood’s 
chairmanship, and it did not stand it very well. Davies 
was the secretary of the Council, and Heywood doubt­
less felt a difficulty in pulling him up. He let him go 
on and on, and then when at last he did finish, he got 
up, closured the debate and directed the Council to pass 
Davies’ resolution. I had no intention of making the 
tactical mistake of prolonging the debate in such cir­
cumstances, but I did feel aggrieved that a resolution, 
which in effect reversed all the work we had done dur­
ing so many years, should have been passed without giv­
ing me the opportunity of even entering a protest. Of 
course, the resolution was a dead letter, but Heywood 
should either have rigorously curtailed Davies’ speech, 
or seen that the matter was held over. There was some 
excuse for Davies. He was so thoroughly in earnest 
that he did not realise how long he had been speaking.

A little later on he went to the trouble and expense of 
publishing a pamphlet of twenty-four closely printed 
pages, in which he attempted to justify his opposition 
to the Methods Committee and to give his own views 
on the matter.

One thing I think was made clear by these dead and 
now almost forgotten disputes. A dictum by an 
authority, or a formal resolution by the Central Council, 
passes almost unnoticed and has little effect; but a con­
troversial statement, hotly challenged, stimulates in­
terest, and by inducing people to think for themselves, 
helps progress in no small degree.

John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH

T H E

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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B E L F R Y  G O S S IP .
Members of the N.U.T.S. will be pleased to learn that Miss Edna 

Bedford, who is doing three years’ . training at King Edward VII. 
Hospital, Windsor, has been successful in passing the State pre­
liminary examination in general nursing.

The hon. secretary of the Kent County Association (Mr. F. M. 
Mitchell) and his family are to be congratulated upon escaping 
serious injury from enemy action. Raiders were recently over the 
area in which they live, and a bomb landed on a building about
15 yards from their residence. Mr. Mitchell, his wife and daughter 
were blown down the stairs by the blast, but happily sustained no 
broken bones, although they were bruised and shaken.

In our issue of May 30th we gave an account of the successive long 
lengths of Treble Bob Major. Mr. E. R. Martin points out that we 
mentioned all the composers except Mr. E. Timbrell, who was the 
first to beat Day’s 16,608. Mr. Timbrell’s performance was a very 
fine one, and we are sorry we did not mention it. He is still living 
at Chipping, near Preston.

The Birmingham St. Martin's Youths rang the first peal on the 
twelve bells at Exeter Cathedral on July 5th, 1924. The method was 
Stedman Cinques, and the conductor was Mr. Albert Walker.

On July 2nd, 1886, the Birmingham Amalgamated Society rang 
the first peal of Grandsire Cinques on handbells. John Carter rang 
3-4 and called the bobs. Mr. Tom Miller, who happily is still with 
us, rang 5-6. Three years earlier he had taken part in the first peal 
on Coventry bells, which afterwards proved to be false.

The first peal at All Saints’ , Poplar, was rung on July 3rd, 1823. 
These bells have so far escaped destruction at enemy hands.

Fifty years ago to-day three peals were rung. They consisted of 
Grandsire Triples, Bob Major and Kent Treble Bob Major.

W H O  W I L L  R IN G  T H E  B E L L S ?
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—One of the reasons why Mr. Churchill, in newspaper 
pictures, always seems to wear the ‘ Sphinx’s inscrutable smile ’ must 
be the enigma he and his Government have set us ringers by ban­
ning the ringing of church bells. As your ‘ leader ’ admits this 
w eek, questions have been asked for a whole year now as to :—

(a) Who is to ring the bells in case of invasion?
(b) What are they going to ring?
(c) How are the ringers, if unqualified, going to manage it?
First let us realise how these tilings will not be done.
(a) The ringers will not be change ringers, whether members of 

the Home Guard, the A.F.S. or any other defence force.
(b) The method will not be Double Court, Grandsire Triples or 

Norwich Caters.
(c) The striking will be by no means what it should. On the 

contrary:—
(a) The ringers will be German parachutists.
(b) The method will be ‘ Hitler Surprise.’
(c) The ringing and striking will be most unorthodox.
In support of theory (a), the Germans have accompanied their 

occupation of various countries with the ringing of church bells, 
the most notable instance being Vienna.

In support of theory (b), the Germans will not have the time or 
the amenities to learn the standard methods.

In support of (c), the Germans have done nothing orthodox in 
this war yet.

,, In the light of the above, let us re-read the Government’s injunc­
tion as set out in your * leader,’ and we^shall see that the ringing 
of any bells when the invasion begins will show us exactly where the 
Germans are. And that, surely, is what we shall want to know.

Perhaps our Government have been a bit cleverer in tha matter 
than we thought.

A. TROTMAN.

L O N D O N  C H U R C H E S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—‘ Tourist ’ has apparently made up his mind quite de­
finitely that London’s churches are nothing like churches, and that 
is that.

It is a great pity he did not reply to the letters from Mr. R. F. 
Deal and Mr. E. A. Young, instead of confining his reply entirely 
to my poor effort at defending London’s churches.

That ‘ Tourist * is entitled to his opinion no one will deny, but 
whether his experience of 900 churches entitles him to condemn with 
one sweep the work of a master of 250 years ago is quite another 
matter.

J. E. BAILEY
20, Swaisland Road,

Dartford, Kent.

WEARS & 
STAINBANK,

F o u n d ry  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 6 7 0

(12th year 
of reign of 

Elizabeth).

IB e ll fo u n d e rs  &
IB e l l h a n g  e r  s ,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

HANDBELLS
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BELL ROPES, MUFFLES, & c .

Telephone B i s h o p s g a t e  8 8 4 9

SH E R B O R N E  A B B E Y  R E C A ST  T EN O R . 
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ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD SOCIETY.

ANNUAL MEETING AT W OLVERHAM PTON.
M a n y  U n p a i d  S u b sc r ip t io n s .

The annual meeting o f the Stafford Archdeaconry Society was held 
at the George Hotel, W olverhampton, on Saturday, June 21st, when 
the following towers were represented: Bradley, Brewood, Cannock, 
Codsall, Coseley, Darlaston, Penn, Stafford, Tettenhall, Trysull, W al­
sall, W est Bromwich (All Saints’ ), Willenhall and Wolverhampton 
(St. Peter’s). Two welcome visitors were Staff-Sergt. B. G. Key and 
Lance-Corpl. James Fernley, o f Norbury. Mr. T. Benton, o f Can­
nock, attended on the 50th anniversary o f his election as a member.

Mr. R obert Pickering presided at the meeting at which the com­
mittee’s report was read and accepted. A fter some discussion, it 
was agreed that, in order to save paper, it  should be produced on 
a single sheet. The accounts, presented by the treasurer (the Rev. 
C. H. Barker), showed a balance o f £33 6s. 8d. on the right side. 
But it was pointed out that, while a m ajority of the members had 
paid their subscriptions, there were many who had not done so, and 
it was hoped they -would do their duty in order to keep the ship 
afloat.

Three new members had been enrolled during the year. The offi­
cers were re-elected en bloc. The committee recommended that the 
next meeting should be held at Codsall, and the suggestion was 
adopted. I t  will take place towards the end of August or early in 
September, whichever is most suitable to those concerned.

A vote o f thanks to the officers for their services during the past 
year was moved by Mr. A. E. Reed and carried unanimously. Hand­
bells were then brought into use, and a course o f Grandsire Triples 
was rung slowly (in lieu o f half-muffled ringing) as a last token o f 
respect to the late John Perry, by old friends o f his: R . Pickering 
1-2, Staff-Sergt. B. G. Key 3-4, H . Knight 5-6, and B. Horton 7-8.

Miss Merle Barker (daughter o f the lion, treasurer), gold medallist 
for elocution, delighted the company with several items o f clever 
acting.

THE COMMITTEE’S REPORT.
The last annual meeting was held at W olverhampton in August, and 

was well attended. A t the conclusion o f the business transaction hand­
bells were brought into use, and various touches were completed. 
St. Peter’s (W olverhampton) handbell quartette also played a 
variety o f tunes. Meetings during the winter were abandoned on 
account o f the black-out and the difficulty in transport. In April o f 
this year a meeting was held at W olverhampton, when a goodly 
number o f members attended and which proved to be a social success.

No peals have been rung during the period under review, but now 
is an opportunity for practice on handbells, with the outlook for 
attempts for  peals in the future. I t  is nevertheless realised that 
difficulties arise as to meeting for  practice on account o f so many 
members engaged on war work, both on munition production, A .R .P . 
work and for fire watching, etc. Twelve months have passed since 
tower bells were allowed to be used, and it is hoped that when the 
great day arrives for  them to ring out the joyful news o f victory 
members will be found at the rope-end ready to do their duty.

T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL ,
SOME QUESTIONS.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—W hat has happened to the Central Council—is it still 

alive? I admit I  have not read o f its death, but I  ask the question 
because no one has heard anything officially about it  for nearly, i f  
not quite, two years, and we are now reading from  week to week 
an interesting * obituary ’ notice o f this august body.

Seriously, however, ought not some kind o f action to be taken to 
continue the Council’s existence? The affiliated associations ought to 
be instructed as to their future action, i f  their membership is to be 
maintained, and as an association official I and, no doubt, every 
secretary and treasurer will be glad to know whether in these years, 
when no meetings are being held, associations are expected to pay 
their affiliation fees. I f  they have to do so, is it to be on the basis 
o f the last elected number o f representatives, although some associa­
tions have lost a lot o f members and perhaps are not now qualified 
to send as many delegates?

I f the Council is still functioning, what about the hon. members 
elected in 1937 and 1938 for three years? W ithout some kind o f 
covering action by the Council or the Standing Committee, which 
they have not yet taken, surely these are no longer m embers? And 
they include the president!

If the officials want to keep interest in the Council alive, why do 
we not occasionally get some communication from  them ? This 
silence points to complete inactivity. Associations are doing their 
best to keep their members interested; why can’t the Council through 
the officers try to do the sam e? W hat about publishing the peals 
analysis for last year for a start?

OBSERVER.

A TRIPLE MEETING.
THEEE YORKSH IRE ASSOCIATIONS UNITE.

Q u i c k  Business.
The annual joint meeting o f the Southern District o f the York­

shire Association, the Barnsley and District Society and the Doncas­
ter and District Society was held at W ath on Saturday, June 21st, 
when the following towers were represented: Arksey, Bolsterstone, 
Doncaster Parish, Eastwood, Eckington, Felkirk, Hoylandswaine, 
Pudsey, Rotherham Parish, Sandal, Sprotborough, Sheffield (Cathe­
dral and St. Marie’s), and the local company. Handbells were rung 
in the Church House during the afternoon until 5 p.m ., when the 
company adjourned for tea at W arburton’s Cafe. The business meet­
ing o f the three societies took place in the Church House, and the 
Vicar, the Rev. E. V. Evans, presided over them all. No time was 
wasted in long speeches, and the whole of the business was disposed 
o f in about 25 minutes.

The Vicar said how pleased he was to meet the ringers and to 
welcome them to W ath and to know that they were keeping to­
gether. He said it was something new to have a gathering o f ringers 
in his parish, as he had not been at W ath long, and this was the 
first parish he had had with a peal o f bells. He looked forward to the 
time when he could hear the tower bells ring.

Mr. G. Lewis, vice-president, Yorks Association, offered the best 
thanks to the V icar for the use o f Church House, for presiding at 
the meeting and for the welcome he had given, and to the local com­
pany for all the arrangements they had made. This was seconded 
by Mr. E. Brookes, Barnsley District president, supported by Mr. 
Staveley, Doncaster Society, and carried with applause.

It was decided to hold the next meeting o f the Barnsley and Dis­
trict Society at Penistone on Saturday, July 19th, and the next Don­
caster Societies’ meeting at Arksey on Saturday, July 26th.

A t the opening o f the business meeting the members stood in 
silence to the memory o f Mr. C. Walsh, a ringer of the local band, 
and a course o f Bob Minor was rung to his memory b y : H . Chant 
1-2, A. Nash 3-4, A. Gill 5-6, on behalf o f the Barnsley Society.

Very good use was made o f the handbells, both in the afternoon 
and evening, methods ranging from  Minor to Maximus as fo llow s: 
Minor, Plain and Treble Bob, Grandsire Triples, Bob M ajor, Little 
Bob M ajor, Plain, Little and Double Bob M ajor Spliced, Grandsire 
and Stedman Caters, Bob Royal, Grandsire Cinques, and Bob M axi­
mus, and also a course o f ‘ Clinker ’ Bob Minor.

A thirst among some o f the ringers developed by the heat o f the 
day had to be satisfied, and then, after a short social chat, a happy 
and successful meeting came to an end.

THE LATE REV. W  PENNINGTON.BICKFORD.
FUNERAL SERVICE AT ST. CLEMENT’S.

The funeral service o f the late Rector o f St. Clement Danes’ was 
held on June 22nd among the ruins o f the church he had served so 
devotedly for 37 years, one o f them as churchwarden, five as curate, 
and the rest as Rector.

The service, which was fully choral, was conducted by the Bishop 
o f Kensington, who gave a most impressive address. A  notable 
feature were hymns written by Mrs. Pennington-Bickford, and set 
to music by the deceased Rector. Before and after the service 
rounds on ten handbells were rung and after the opening anthem a 
course o f Grandsire Triples was rung. The ringers who took part, 
and who represented the Ancient Society o f College Youths and the 
London County Association, were E. Fenn, H. Langdon, A. A. 
Hughes, H. Miles, A. D. Barker, R. F. Deal, G. N. Price, T. Groom- 
bridge, jun., and J. E. Lewis Cockey. t

One o f the wreaths v.as from  the London County Association, * in 
fond memory o f our hon. chaplain.* I t  was in their colours, red and 
blue.

DORSET VILLAGE TRIBUTE.
The late Rector o f St. Clement Danes’ and Mrs. Pennington-Bick­

ford were no strangers to the Dorset village o f Kington Magna, 
where the Rev. F. LI. Edwards, hcAi. secretary o f the Salisbury D io­
cesan Guild, is Rector. *

On Monday, June 23rd, a simple tribute was paid to the memory 
o f one justly held in honour among ringers. The Union Jack flew 
at half-mast over the Rectory, and at 1 p.m. a group o f boys played 
‘ The Bells o f St. Clement’s ’ in the church on handbells, while the 
ancient ‘ Requiem jEternam * was recited by the Rector, the Rev. 
F. LI. Edwards. Melodies composed by Mr. Pennington-Bickford 
were also played on the organ and handbells at evensong on the 
previous Sunday and the Feasti o f St. John-the-Baptist.

MRS. PENNINGTON-BICKFORD’S THANKS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I am to-day in receipt o f a letter from  Mrs. Pennington- 
Bickford, in which she says, referring to the memorial service at St. 
Clement Danes’ , ‘ W ill you please thank all the ringers for me and 
express my deep gratitude.’ E. ALEX. YOUNG.
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N O R W IC H  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N .
PRESENTATION TO MR. NOLAN GOLDEN.

A most successful meeting of the Norwich Diocesan Asso­
ciation was held at Bergh Apton on Saturday, June 21st, 
Members were present from Attleborough, Aylsham, Beccles, 
Mulbarton, Norwich (St. Peter Mancroft), St. Giles’ and St. 
Miles’ ), Norton, Redenhall, Great Yarmouth, and the local tower. 
Various methods were practised during the afternoon on the six 
bells, with clappers tied. The good ‘ go ’ of the bells was com­
mented on, this being partly due to the fact that one, and often 
two, practices are held regularly each week, in spite of the ban. 
Handbells were also rung.

The Rector (the Rev. A. St. J. Heard) preached at the service, 
and later a tea reminiscent of the ‘ Golden ’ age of the association 
(when Nolan was general secretary and England was at peace) was 
taken on the Rectory lawn.

MR. NOLAN GOLDEN.

At the business meeting which followed, Mr. F. B. Freestone (who 
was thought to be almost the only person remaining in Bergh Apton 
not yet a member of the association) was elected a member.

In the much regretted but unavoidable absence of the president 
of the association (Canon R. Aubrey Aitken, of Yarmouth), Mr. 
W. L. Duffield, chairman of the South Norfolk Branch, presented 
to Mr. F. Nolan Golden a silver bell inkstand, as a token of thanks 
from the association for all he has done as general secretary since 
1937. Mr. Duffield recalled that for a number of years before be­
coming general secretary, Mr. Golden had been successively secretary 
of the South Norfolk and North Norfolk Branches. He hoped Mr. 
Golden would soon be with them again, when the war is over and the 
R.A.F. (which has unfortunately recognised Mr. Golden’s brilliance) 
is able to release him. Meanwhile they gave this gift as a token 
of thanks for what he had done for the association, both as a bril­
liant ringer and as a most energetic worker.

Mr. Golden expressed his thanks for the gift, and for the warm 
friendship and support which members of the association had given 
him. p e  recalled a similar occasion when, at the great crisis of his 
life, in 1936, members had expressed their sympathy with him in a 
most practical way.

The new general secretary and treasurer (the Rev. A. G. G. Thur- 
low) added some words of explanation. Referring to the difficulty 
of making such a presentation generally known, so that all would 
have an opportunity to subscribe, at such a time as this, he said 
that the balance left after paying for the inkstand would be presented 
to Mr. Golden in the form of War Savings certificates. He pre­
sented Mr. Golden with £2 15e. worth there and then, and said that 

(Continued on page 322.)

M R DRAKE AND B A C K W A R D  HUNTING.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I did not set a trap for Mr. Drake. I asked him a 
plain and straightforward question to find out definitely whether he 
knows what people are referring to when they speak of ‘ backward 
hunting.’ He says he does not know, and that confession shows he 
is not competent to express an opinion on whether the term is a 
correct one or not. He further says that no one else knows (which 
is not true); and that I know least of all (which is both untrue and 
rude).

I did not invent the expression ‘ backward hunting.’ It came into 
use spontaneously years ago, among the people who had occasion to 
speak of a definite feature in ringing for which there is no more 
convenient and natural name. Backward hunting is a real thing. 
As far back as 1667, Richard Duckworth, in the ‘ Tintinnalogia,’ 
drew attention to the difference between forward and backward hunt­
ing, though he did not use those actual terms.

The word ‘ backward ’ is used with the same precise and limited 
meaning as is used by Henry Hubbard in his ‘ Campanalogia,’ 1876 ;
C. A. W. Troyte in his ‘ Change Ringing,’ 1869; Woolmore Wigram 
in his ‘ Change Ringing Disentangled,’ 1871; Jasper Snowdon in 
‘ Ropesight,’ 1879; H. Earle Bulwer in ‘ The Glossary,’ 1903; Ernest 
Morris in ‘ History and Art of Change Ringing,’ 1937; and E. S. and 
M. Powell in * The Ringers’ Handbook.’

The ‘ Clavis * (1788), in its somewhat pompous style, uses the 
word ‘ retrograde,’ which is only the latinised form of backward 
moving. Slnpway (1816) copied the ‘ Clavis,’ and so did Benjamin 
Thackrali in ‘ The Art of Ringing,’ 1852, and William Banister in 
‘ The Art and Science of Change Ringing,’ 1874.

Three random quotations will illustrate the meaning of the word.
Dodging is nothing more than making a retrograde motion, or- 

moving a place backward.’—Henry Hubbard.
‘ In effect a dodge is one step of backward hunting.’—E. S. Powell.
‘ A dodge is nothing on earth but hunting backwards.’—Henry Law 

James at Liverpool, 1931.
Backward hunting is not an expression one uses or needs to use in 

actual ringing, but that does not prove that it is not a useful and 
necessary term in other circumstances. In all my experience I have 
never heard a conductor tell a ringer during a peal to complete a Q 
Set; but ‘ Q Set ’ is a good and proper ringing term. The opinions 
given in your last issue by Mr. T. F. Thomas (whoever he may be) 
are merely beside the point.

The modern use of the expression backward hunting is illustrated 
not only by its employment in the articles on Standard Methods, 
but by a quotation from a recent letter by Mr. C. W. Woolley to 
‘ The Ringing W orld ’ (February 14th, 1941). He writes that 
‘ Bristol, which has a rich mixture of snaps, leads right and wrong, 
and forward and backward ringing, is one of the finest o f methods.’

The word which Mr. Drake tells us is absurd and ridiculous has 
been used by almost everyone who has written about change ring­
ing. Mr. Drake says that the men who use the expression ‘ back­
ward hunting ’ have brought ridicule on change ringing. He is quite 
mistaken. The people who laughed, laughed at him, not at the term.

He has referred more than once to the Central Council meeting at 
Liverpool and to what I said there, which, characteristically, he has 
misquoted. What happened was this. He moved a resolution asking 
the Council to disapprove of the term * backward hunting.* Law' 
James tried (but in vain) to explain to him what it meant. When 
it came to my turn I said that every ringer knows what hunting 
is, and backward hunting is simply hunting backwards. The mem­
bers of the Council (all except Mr. Drake) saw my point and 
laughed. Even the reporters, who, poor souls, were wondering what 
to make of a Central Council debate—even they felt that a joke of 
sorts was knocking about, and so next morning the citizens of Liver­
pool read all about the incident in their newspapers.*

‘ We do not understand these absurd terms,’ writes Mr. Drake, 
‘ and we do not intend them to be used. I f  we cannot ring changes 
without being made fools of in this ridiculous way, we will give up 
ringing.’ That is splendid. It is good to know that, though he was 
laughed put of court at Liverpool, he has still authority and power 
enough to forbid us to use the terms we think proper. But, after 
all, the heroics are rather forced and unreal. The expression ‘ back­
ward hunting ’ does not really concern him, for no one uses it who 
has not advanced to some extent from the elementary stages of prac­
tical and theoretical ringing, and the only person who in this matter 
can make a fool of Mr. Drake is Mr. Drake himself.

Ealing. J. ARMIGER TROLLOPE.

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. 'Phone 203.

DAVID MAXONi ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM
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T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
HUNTS AND HUNTING.

The history of the origin and growth of the words we 
use, what they once meant, and how they have gained 
their present meaning, is a fascinating study. It is one 
of the chief means of tracing the development of human 
life and thought, to it have been devoted much study and 
learning, and about it many books have been written.

In this matter, as in several others, the Ring­
ing Exercise reproduces, on its small scale, the 
features of the general life around. W e, too, 
have our special words and terms, come down 
to us from the past, words which grew up to 
meet some particular needs, and which have often 
developed as ideas have expanded. They are so familiar, 
and they serve their purposes so well, that we never stop 
to think where they came from, nor why they have their 
present meanings; yet a study of them may give us a 
great deal of insight into the minds of the ringers of old 
time, and tell us much about the development of the art 
and science of change ringing. W hy, for instance, do 
we call the worsted part of a bell rope the ‘ sallie ’ ? 
Why is the act of writing down changes termed ‘ prick­
ing ’ ? W hat history lies behind the use of the word 
‘ scroof,’ so familiar to London ringers?

Not much has, as yet, been done towards the study 
of our terms, and to those who do make the attempt, it 
presents some pitfalls. What seems the obvious ex­
planation is not always the real one. Most people, 
when they come across the word ‘ belfry,’ would natur­
ally associate it with the world ‘ bell.’ That seems to 
have been in the mind of the compiler of the Glossary, 
and to have led him to define a belfry as ‘ the part of 
the tower in which the bells are placed ’ ; but etymolo- 
gically a belfry has nothing whatever to do with bells. 
The word originally meant a pent house and then a 
watch tower.

When once we realise that the fundamental idea which 
produced change ringing was that of movement, it is 
not, however, difficult to understand why most of the 
terms were adopted. But there is one of them, as 
familiar as any, which, when we stop to consider it, 
makes us wonder how it ever came into use. ‘ Hunt ’ 
and ‘ Hunting ’— the words are common and in every 
day speech, but what has the thing they signify to do 
with bells and bell ringing? ‘ Hunt ’ is an Anglo- 
Saxon word which has been used in this country for a 
thousand years, and all along with the same meaning. 
It signifies ‘ to go in pursuit of wild animals,’ and 
though the meaning has expanded somewhat, there is 
always the idea of the pursuit of something. Nothing 
could well be further from the objects of change ring­
ing.

W e can without difficulty see why the early ringers 
used the words ‘ dodge,’ or ‘ lead,’ or ‘ bob.’ They im­
ply, and very largely describe, different sorts of move­
ment. ‘ Hunting ’ also implies movement, but in its 
ordinary use it requires some object to be hunted. Now 
we say that a ringer dodges, or we say that a bell 
dodges; but we never say that a ringer dodges a bell. 
W e say that a ringer hunts, or a bell hunts; and we 
do say sometimes that a ringer hunts a bell. The ex­
pression is a very old one, handed down from the earliest 
times, and though its meaning has somewhat altered, it

lets a flood of light into what was in the minds of the 
men who first developed change ringing.

How during the great days of Queen Elizabeth’s reign 
the art of change ringing managed to grow up in the 
belfries of towns and villages we do not know. W e  
can speculate, and we can make guesses more or less 
accurate; but we have no contemporary information. 
But we do possess a book written just when the general 
characteristics of tTie art had been fixed and its future 
development determined. That book was by a man who 
had a clear grasp of his subject, and complete command 
of words to express his meaning. In the ‘ Tintinnalogia,’ 
Richard Duckworth gives us a description of ringing in 
the middle years of the seventeenth century just at the 
time when modern method ringing had become possible. 
It was possible because an earlier stage of development 
had been gone through. This early stage passed on to 
later years almost everything out of which our present 
day ringing was directly developed, but there was one 
very important difference. Instead of every man in the 
band having an equal share in the method and being 
always on the move, most of them had to remain just 
where they were, and only to alter their positions when 
they were directed to do so by the man who controlled 
the ringing and who probably was what we should now 
call the conductor. He moved the bells about one at a 
time much as a chess player moves the pieces on the 
board. One at a time; for though no bell can move 
unless another makes way for it, the position of the 
second bell, relative to the rest, remained the same.

One point is worth noting. Nowadays we associate 
hunting with a continuous path in which a step is made 
at every change, but originally a bell might make a step 
in hunting and then have to wait for a number of changes 
(it might be as many as thirty on six bells) before it 
made the next step. The exact, equivalent of this in 
modern ringing is the dodging in Plain Bob where each 
of the working bells takes one step backwards and then 
waits for a whole lead before it takes the next backward 
step. When the course is finished all the dodges to­
gether make one continuous backward path.

Superficially this ringing was like modern stoney, which 
indeed is the debased and degenerate survival of it, but 
with the important and vital distinction that the early 
movement was made according to scientific rules and 
with full regard to truth of changes.

When the conductor moved a bell by successive steps 
through the others up from the front to the back, or 
down from the back to the front, he was said to hunt 
the bell, and then by a transition, natural in English 
speech and inevitable in the circumstances, the bell which 
was moved or hunted was said itself to move or hunt. 
Not till later was the man who rang it said to hunt.

W e have said that the hunting was done at the 
direction of a conductor. That seems to have been so 
in the ordinary bands, but the more skilful companies 
had no conductor and each man had to look out for him­
self.

But why did the old ringers use the particular word 
‘ hunt ’ ? That we cannot say. There seems to have 
been no corresponding use in ordinary speech, but these 
men had an instinct for finding distinctive and suitable 
terms. Perhaps there was some idea in their minds 
similar to that which makes men talk about ‘ pursuing ’ 

(Continued on page 323.)
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D E A T H  O F M R . JO H N  P E R R Y .
WELL-KNOWN STAFFORDSHIRE RINGER.

The death is announced of Mr. John Perry, of Brewood, which 
took place on June 17tli, after an illness of three months caused 
by a seizure. The funeral was at Brewood on the 20th.

The deceased had been a prominent member of the Stafford Arch­
deaconry Society since 1900, and for the greater part of that period 
he was a member of the committee.

When he took over the control of the tower and bells of SS. Mary 
and Chad’s Church, Brewood, he immediately set about training a 
band of young men in the art of change ringing. Up to then 
4 Churchyard Bob ’ had been the rule. He encountered many ob­
stacles, but persevered until he got a band round him that could 
ring Grandsire and Stedman Triples, Plain Bob and Kent Treble 
Bob Major, and Double Norwich.

As is often the case in a village, one or another of the band left 
the district, with the result that his teaching capabilities were fre­
quently tested. He, however, succeeded in conducting a peal of 
Grandsire Triples rung by the local Sunday service ringers,

He rang 200 peals for the Archdeaconry of Stafford Society, in­
cluding Grandsire and Stedman Doubles, Triples, Caters and Cinques, 
Plain Bob Minor, Major and Royal, Cambridge Minor and Major, 
New Cambridge Major and Superlative Surprise. He took part in a 
strictly unconducted peal of Stedman Triples and one of Stedman 
Caters in hand. He conducted peals of Grandsire and Erin Triples, 
Stedman Doubles (on handbells), Triples, Caters and Cinques, and 
Plain Bob Minor and Major.

An outstanding performance was on February 3rd, 1902, when a 
peal of Grandsire Doubles was rung on handbells by John Perry, who 
rang 1-2-3 and conducted, and Thomas Perry, wTho rang 4-5-6. The 
conductor had the treble in his right hand and 2-3 in his left. 
His brother had 4-5 in his right hand and the tenor in his left. Mr. 
Perry was a painter and decorator by trade, but was better known 
as clerk, for 14 years, to the Brewood Parish Council, clerk and 
sexton of the Parish Church, secretary to the Dole Trustees, secre­
tary of the ‘ Royal Exchange ’ lodge, Ancient Order of Oddfellows 
and the Jubilee Hall Community Council. He was for many years 
secretary of the now defunct Brewood Horticultural Society.

At a meeting of the Cannock Rural Council, on Tuesday, the chair­
man (Mr. W. E. Hawthorne) referred to the death that morning of 
Mr. John Perry, of The Lowlands, Brewood, and it was agreed that 
a letter of sympathy be sent to his widow. The chairman and other 
members spoke highly of the keenness of Mr. Perry in his work and 
of his interest in the village.

He leaves a widow and daughter to mourn their loss.

W E D D IN G  O F S U R R E Y  R IN G E R .
PTE. R. V. FULLER AND MISS MARY FRY.

The wedding took place at Farnham Parish Church on Saturday, 
June 14th, of Miss Mary Fry, youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. Fry, of Farnham, and Mr. Richard Victor Fuller, Army Dental 
Corps, youngest son of Mrs. R. Fuller, of Walworth. The Rev. T. F. 
Griffith officiated, and Mr. G. C. Macklin, at the organ, accom­
panied the hymns, * Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost,’ and ‘ Lead us, 
Heavenly Father, lead us.’ The bride was given away by her father. 
She wore a gown of ivory figured satin, with a short train cut in one 
with the skirt. There were three bridesmaids, Miss E. Fry (sister of 
the bride) and the Misses Josie and Peggy Green. The bridegroom is 
a well-known ringer in the Guildford area, having started ringing 
at Reigate and continued later at Aldershot, Farnham and district.

NORW ICH  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION
(Continued from page 320.)

•the fund for more certificates would remain open for the benefit of 
those who had not yet had the opportunity to subscribe.

Members of the association should note that the Rev. A. G. G. 
Thurlow’s address is 52, The Close, Norwich.

Votes of thanks were proposed to the Rector for the use of the 
bells and for his address at the service, also for providing a bus 
free from Norwich for members’ convenience, and for wishing to 
give the tea (though the visitors wouldn’t hear of receiving it all 
for nothing, and promptly subscribed Is. each for church expenses); 
also to the organist and organ blower, those who had arranged the 
tea, and those who had saved up materials for it.

It was announced that Mr. Arthur J. E. Smalls, of Norwich, serv­
ing in His Majesty’s Forces, was reported missing.

It wTas decided to hold the next meeting, if possible, at Diss on 
September 13th.

After the business meeting, members rang handbells, played 
bowls, and inspected the Rector's lovely garden, which all agreed 
had been the setting of one of the most delightful meetings of the 
association for some time.

N O T IC E S .
NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  

M ONDAY.
All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  

O f f i c e  o f  ‘  T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’  L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d ,  W o k i n g ,  S u r r e y .

THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 
under this heading- is at the rate of 3d. per line (average
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of i / 6.

* The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, July 5th, at 
the Bell Foundry, 32-34, Whitechapel Road, E .C .l, at
3 p.m., by kind invitation of the treasurer, Mr. A. A. 
Hughes. Handbell ringing and a good adjournment spot 
afterwards.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Rochdale Branch. 
— The next meeting will be at Moorside on Saturday, 
July 5th. Tower bells and handbells available. All 
ringers and friends welcome. Business meeting at 6.30 
p.m.— Ivan Kay, 30, Grafton Street, Moorside, Oldham.

ST. M AR TIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF 
BIRMINGHAM. (Established 1755.) —  Quarterly 
meeting will be held on Saturday, July 5th, at head­
quarters, The Tamworth Arms, Moor Street, City, at
6.30 p.m., to be followed by handbell practice.— T. H. 
Reeves, Hon. Sec.

OXFO RD DIOCESAN GUILD.— V .W .H . Branch.
—  The annual meeting will be held at Faringdon on 
Saturday, July 5th. Service at 4.30. Tea at 5.15, at 
Swan Hotel, meeting and handbells after.— R. Gilling, 
Hon. Sec., Fernham, Faringdon.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. —  Manchester and 
Bolton Branches.— A joint meeting will be held at St. 
Paul’s, Walkden, on Saturday, July 5th. Bells (silent) 
from 3 p.m. Bring sandwiches and sugar. —  Peter 
Crook and John H. Ridyard, Secs.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Eastern District.—  
A meeting will be held at St. Mary’s, Maldon, on Satur- 
day, July 12th. Service at 4.30. Tea and meeting 
afterwards. Will all those requiring tea please let me 
know by Tuesday, July 8th, so that the essential ar­
rangement may be made? —  H. W . Shadrack, Hon. 
Dis. Sec., 48, Arbour Lane, Chelmsford.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Eastern District.—  
The summer meeting will be held at York on Saturday, 
July 12th, when handbells will be available at the Minster 
from 2.30 p.m. Evensong in the Minster at 4 o ’clock. Tea 
at Eastgate Cate at 5 o ’clock, 2s. each. Please inform 
Mr. G. Horner, 91, Clifton Green, York, by Thursday, 
July 10th. Business meeting after tea. Annual reports 
available. A good attendance is hoped for. —  H. S. 
Morley, Hon. Sec., 5, Ebor Street, Selby.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— Northern Division. —  A 
meeting of this division will be held at Halstead on Sat­
urday, July 12th. Handbells will be available in church 
from 2.30 onwards. Service at 4.30, followed by tea. 
It is essential that all intending to be present should 
notify the secretary not later than Wednesday, July 9th, 
to make the necessary arrangements for tea.— Hilda G. 
Snowden, Hon. Dis. Sec., 3, Belle Vue, Hedingham 
Road, Halstead, Essex.
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PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Ketter­
ing- Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Corby 
on Saturday, July 12th. Service at 6 p.m. No tea. 
Handbells before and after service. —  H. Baxter, 21, 
Charles Street, Rothwell, nr. Kettering.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIATION. —  
Swindon Branch.— Meeting at Rodbourne Cheney Sunday 
School on Saturday, July 12th, G p.m. onwards. Hand­
bells available.— W . B.'Kynaston, 37, Vicarage Road, 
Swindon, Wilts.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Leicester 
District.— A meeting will be held at Anstey on July 12th. 
Bells (8, silent) will be available from 3 p.m. Tea, 
Is. 6d., will be provided for those who notify Mr. A. 
Disney, 11, Dalby Road, Anstey, by Tuesday, July 8th. 
All ringers welcome.— H. W . Perkins, Hon. Dis. Sec.

LADIES’ GUILD.— Central District.— A meeting will 
be held at St. Peter’s Church, South Croydon, on Satur­
day, July 12th. Eight bells (silent) available from 3 
p.m. until black-out. Also handbells. Service 4.30. 
Tea to follow for all notifying Miss Pat Terry, 110, 
Brighton Road, South Croydon, by Wednesday, July 
9th. All welcome, but please remember— if you don’t 
send in your name you will get no tea.— Ivy R. Housden, 
Dis. Sec., 25, Southbourne Avenue, Wanstead, E .ll .

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Liverpool Branch. 
— The next meeting will be held at St. Nicholas’ Church 
tower on Saturday, July 12th. Tower will be open from
3 p.m. Handbells will be available, also front 8 (silent). 
Meeting at 5 p.m. Tea will be arranged for those who 
send word of their intention to be present. A good at­
tendance is requested.— G. R. Newton, Branch Sec., 
57, Ampthill Road, Liverpool 17.

G L O U C E S T E R  & B R IST O L  DIO CESAN  ASSO­
CIA TIO N__ Bristol City Branch.— The July monthly
meeting will be held at the Haymarket Hotel on Saturday, 
July 12th. Handbell ringing from 3 p.m. Tea and 
meeting will follow at 4.15  p.m. All ringers welcome.—  
A. Tyler, 5 , Addison Road, Bristol 3.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. —  Burton 
District. —  This district will hold its next meeting at 
Ticknall on Sunday, July 13th. Handbell ringing at
2.15 p.m. Service 2.45 p.m. Refreshments in Welfare 
Hall at 4.15, followed by short business meeting. Tea 
and cake provided, but will members please take their 
own sandwiches and sugar ? Derby District members 
and friends cordially invited.— J. W . Cotton, Hon. Sec., 
Overseal.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION. —  Southern 
Division.  ̂ —  A meeting will be held on Saturday, July 
19th. Ringers welcome at 2.30. Tea, by kind invita­
tion of Mrs. F. I. Hairs, Restormel, James Lane, Bur­
gess Hill, where the meeting will be held, ONLY to 
those who notify the hostess by July 12th. Please be 
particular on this point. Handbells available. Nearest 
station, Wivelsfield, five minutes. —  S. E. Armstrong, 
Hon. Div. Sec.

Ju ly  1941.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— A general meet­
ing at Cambridge on Saturday, July 19th. Ringing on 
the Seage apparatus at Great St. Mary’s from 3 p.m. 
Service 4.30. I will try to arrange tea for those who 
notify me by Monday, July 14th. —  K . Willers, Gen. 
Sec., Sweetbriars, Trumpington, Cambridge.

O XFO RD DIOCESAN GUILD.— The annual busi­
ness meeting will be held at Oxford in the Chapter 
House, Christ Church, at 3.15 p.m., on Saturday, July 
19th. A service will be held at St. Aldate’s Church at
4.30 p.m., at which a collection will be taken for the 
Guild Restoration Fund. It has been found impossible 
to arrange for any communal tea, owing to rationing 
difficulties. Day tickets are issued at a cheap rate from 
all stations L .M .S. and G .W .R . to Oxford. It is hoped 
to get a representative gathering of members to meet, 
and show that the Guild is still alive in despite of the 
troublous times in which we are living. —  Richard T. 
Hibbert, Gen. Sec., 69, York Road, Reading.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TION.— Southern Branch.— A meeting will be held at 
Little Comberton on Saturday, July 19th. Short service 
in Church at 5.30 p.m., followed by business meeting. 
The Schoolroom will be available from 4.30 p.m. and 
after the meeting for distribution of reports, payment of 
subscriptions, etc.-—J. E. Newman, Branch Sec., Hin- 
ton-on-the-Green, Evesham.

DEVONSHIRE GUILD. —  Aylesbeare Deanery 
Branch.— A meeting will be held at East Budleigh on 
Saturday, July 19th. Tower bells (6) available for silent 
practice from 3 p.m., also handbells. Service at 4.30 
p.m. Light refreshments at 5 p.m., followed by busi­
ness meeting. Those intending to be present kindly 
notify me not later than Monday, July 14th.— R. Brook, 
Hon. Sec., 3, Greatwood Terrace, Topsham.

J O IN T  M E E T IN G  A T  H A G L E Y
TEA IN THE PARK.

The joint meeting of the Dudley and Districts Guild and the 
Northern Branch of the Worcester Association, at Hagley on June 
21st, was held in glorious weather and was well attended. The 
church bells were available for silent practice, and good use was 
made of the handbells. Tea \*as served in the beautiful park sur­
rounding the church.

The Ringing Master of the Dudley Guild, Mr. C. H. Woodberry, 
presided over the quarterly meeting of that society. Another joint 
meeting was arranged for September 20th at Clent.

Thanks were given to Mr. E. M. Ashford, scoutmaster, of Hagley, 
and the Scouts, and to the Misses Parkes for serving the tea. Alto­
gether it was a most successful meeting.

T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S
(Continued from page 321.) 

a course or a path. The term was a good one. Think 
how much feebler it would have been if they had used 
the more obvious word ‘ move.’

W e have said that this hunting was done according 
to scientific rule. Not only was it so, but the system 
then worked out formed the plan on which all later com­
position was based, for a very long time. It is not 
obsolete to-day, though our modern composers usually 
work by natural courses and * Q ’ sets.

TOW ER CLOCKS
W eight D riven  o r  E le ctr ic , b y  the 
W O R L D 'S  O L D E S T  M A K E R S  
E S T A B L IS H E D  O V E R  3 0 0  Y E A R S  
Illustrated AKT CATALOGUE on request

J. B. JOYCE & CO. LTD.
W H IT C H U R C H ,  S A L O P .

We have experts visiting all parts of the British Isles, and shail be pleased 
to carry ont restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tower Clock
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E O B T A IN E D  P O ST  FREE  

fr o m  th e  
R ev. E. S . P O W E L L , S ta v e r to n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n try

d.
9

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble
Dominated Method*) ..............................................................

COLLECTION OF PEAUS—Section II. (Plain Bob and
Doable Oxford B o b ) .....................................................................

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section HI. (Double Norwich) ... 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ................................
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B.............................
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF 

BELLS see ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples

Cambridge Surprise Major .................
Double Norwich and Cambridge Co^rt
Bristol Surprise Major ...................... .

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New 

Edition) ...........................................................................................

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; ISO pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

'GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
* STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to II bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
• SURPRISE METHODS,' 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
Mias M A R G A R E T  E ,  SNOWDON 
W o o d la n d s , N ew b y  B rid g e , U lv e rsto n , L an ce

P U B L IC A T IO N S .
GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7|d. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
ot a bell to the ringing and conducting of peels of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 / - ) .
O b ta in a b le  o n ly  p o s t  f r e e  f r o m  R ev . E. 8 .  P O W E L L , 

S t a v e r t o n  V lo a r a j a ,  n ea p  D a v e n tr y .

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
E a t. 1 8 2 0 T e l. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Lt d ,
LOUGHBOROUGH

O r a e r  y o u r  B ell R o p e s  n o w , b e fo r e  p r lo e s  in c r e a s e ,  
p r e -w a r  q u a l ity , a n d  s e n d  ua y o u r  o ld  B ell R o p e e  

f o r  r e p a ir s  w tiila t n o t  in u s e .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M A T S  A N D  B EL L M U F F L E R S
-4

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND &  in Solid Silver

Diameter 2iin 21in, 3iia. 3iin, 4in. 4iin. Sin. 5)in 
Price 1 8 /e  2 2 /8  2 8 /6  3 3 /6  4 2 / -  5 2 /8  8 7 /8  7 8 6

The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E . R U S S E L L  and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

J o h n  S m ith  &  S o n a , M id la n d  C lo o k  W o r k s ,  
D e r b y , L td .

H e a d  O ffice  a n d  W o r k s , Q u e e n  S t . ,  D e rb y
T el. N o. D E R B Y  4 S 5 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild-
rd, and Publish J '— 11 ” -----^  * *’  ’ -------"  * ‘ 3 " — —*

Buildings, London
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 

, B.C.*.
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T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL .
It has been most unfortunate that the jubilee year of 

the Central Council has had to be passed over without 
a gathering- of the members to celebrate the event. In 
normal times we can imagine the proceedings of the 
Council might have been made noteworthy by some sort 
of special^commemoration, but anything of the kind has 
been out of the question in this second year of the war. 
There has, however, been a widespread interest in the 
series of articles which Mr. J. A. Trollope has been writ­
ing for our columns and which has given us something 
far more than a mere record of history of the Council. 
It has taken us behind the scenes, as it were, and we 
have had word pictures of some of the men who helped 
to make the Council. On this subject Mr. Trollope can 
speak with the authority of one who has, been a member 
since the very early days and has been in close contact 
with the moving spirits of the Counsil through the inter­
vening years. It is ’fortunate that the Exercise in these 
'days, when quite a new generation of ringers has grown 
up since the Council first came into being, has an historian 
who can put on record, not only facts obtainable from 
the printed reports, but can clothe these bare bones with 
the flesh drawn from personal knowledge. The publica­
tion of these articles may be the only thing which will 
mark the Council’s jubilee, but it is a not insignificant 
contribution to the history of the Exercise which future 
ringers will be glad to have.

The questions about the Central Council which were 
put in the letter by * Observer ’ ip 'our last issue were 
not without point and those on the twin subjects of the 
affiliation fees and the maintenance of membership by 
the associations are really pertinent. The Standing 
Committee would do well to issue an official statement as 
to the action which, should be taken by associations be­
fore the time, next year, when in ordinary circumstances 
a new Council should meet in London. Unless it is to 
fill a vacancy for a shorter time,- members are elected 
for three years, and the period of office of the existing 
Council will expire before the next meeting. Under the 
rules all affiliated associations have to elect their repre­
sentatives in time to notify the secretary of their ap­
pointment at least one month prior to the triennial meet­
ing in London, the next of which is due in 1942. Pre­
sumably these elections must take place during the pre­
sent Council year, or will there be a tacit understanding 
that where associations fail to do this their existing re­
presentatives will remain members ? The rules do not 
provide for such a contingency as now arises, and it 
would appear that the safest thing for all associations to 

(Continued on page 326.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).'

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most Important Clocks 

In the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R ESTO R ED .

‘THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

And a t  9 ,  A delphl C h a m b e r s , S h a k e sp e a r e  S t  , 
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 ,  C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h effie ld .

RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name o f  your A ssociation engraved 

—as Illustration. 
get. H A L L  M A R K E D  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M A R K E D  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G IL T  O R  W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/- 
Nam es or  Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, S S H "
Exact sue 6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest ph&Be of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in

• METHOD SPLICIN G ,’ price 1/3  (post free) 
from * The Ringing World ’ Office, 

LOW ER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINO.

__________ ___________________________________j _______
E S T A B L ISH E D  1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church B ell Rope a nd  Clock Rope 

M a n u fa c tu re r ,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERM OND SEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

THE

do is to elect their representatives as usual at their forth­
coming- annual meetings.

This leads to the further point, on which the Standing 
Committee ought, we think, to give some guidance. 
Many associations have had a loss of membership which 
in some cases may affect their representation; associa­
tions which before the war had just sufficient members to 
enable them to elect a certain number of representatives 
may find themselves with only sufficient strength to en­
title them to a lesser number. Are the special circum­
stances of the times to be taken into account and the 
associations allowed to elect the number who now repre­
sent them, in the hope later on, when ringing is again 
permitted, membership will return to its former propor­
tions, or must the associations adhere strictly to the rules 
and elect only the number of representatives to which 
they are entitled at the time ?

The question of the honorary members is also one 
upon which some decision should be given. Speaking 
strictly again, the term of office of members elected in 
1937 and 1938 has expired and unless a meeting is held 
next year all the rest of the honorary members also re­
tire. It is true that they can all be re-elected the first 
time the Council meets, but it would be better if the 
position were put upon a proper basis, otherwise the 
Council might conceivably be left without some of its 
most important officers. W e realise the difficulties which 
confront the Standing Committee in this matter, but on 
all the subjects which we have mentioned guidance would 
be welcome. Quite a number of associations are, we 
believe, still in doubt whether or not they should con- 
tinute to pay their affiliation fees so that on this, too, a 
clear decision ought to be given. If the fees are to be 
collected, associations whose funds are diminishing on 
account bf the present situation will not be pleased if 
later they are called on for two or three years’ arrears. 
They ought to know now where they stand.

T H E  L A S T  P E A L  A T  C O V K N T R Y .
To th f Editor. ,

Dear Sir,—With reference to Mr. C. E. Borrett’s interesting letter 
in a recent ‘ Ringing W orld,’ re the peal of Stedman Caters rung 
at St. Michael’s, Coventry, I should like to point out that, although 
this peal is true as a 5,021, it is false as a 5,063. If the figures are 
examined, it will be found that changes in the 13th six of the 40th 
tittum course, repeat with changes in the 11th six of the coming- 
round course. The figures of the actual sixes are as follows:—

40th tittum course. Coming-round course.
13th six from course-end 3P35S. 11th six.

825376419 258376419
285734691 528734691
258376419 582376419
528734891 852734691
582376419 825376419
852734691 285734691

It would be interesting, if it could be ascertained whether the 
5,063 was really Henry Johnson’s work, or whether it was a varia­
tion of the 5,021 by some other person. The late Henry Johnson 
was a brilliant Stedman composer, and it is very difficult to imagine 
that he would make a mistake of this kind.

CHARLES W. ROBERTS.
327, Fulham Palace Road, S.W .6
Letters from Mr. W. Barton, of Bradford, and from Mr. Harry 

Miles, of Kensington, subsequent to the above, point out the same 
facts

The peal rung at Coventry on June 9th, 1883, was the 5,063. The 
figures were published in ‘ The Bell News ’ of the following August 
4th, and apparently the falseness was soon afterwards pointed out.

The peal in both its forms was undoubtedly the composition of 
Henry Johnson, and was published oyer his name, but even the best 
of men make mistakes. Henry Bastable was the conductor, and no 
doubt received the figures from Johnson, who himself took part in 
the peal.
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H A N D B E L L  P E A L S .
ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX.

THE MIDDLESEX COONTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 
DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Monday, June 30, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-Two Minutes,
A t  24, S u f f o l k  R o a d .

A PEAL O F K E N T TR E B LE  BOB MAJOR, S120 CHANGE8| 
•M r s. J. T hom as ...........  1-2 I M b s. G . W . F l e t c h e r  .. . 5-6

John  T h om as .................... 3-4 | G e o r g e  W . F l e t c h e r  . . .  7-8

Composed by J. R e e v e s . Conducted bv J. T h om as.

* 100th peal, also first peal of Kent Major * in hand.’
BUSHEY, HERTFORDSHIRE.

THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Thursday, July 3 ,1941 , in Two Hours and Twenty-Two Minutes,

A t  t h e  R o y a l  M a so n ic  Jun io r  S c h o o l ,

A PEAL OF RICHMOND BOB MAJOR. 9104 CHANGE8 ;
Tenor size 15 in C.

•E d w in  A. B a r n e t t ...........  1-2 I " E r n e s t  C. S. T u r n e r  ... 5-®
C h risto pb rr  W . W o o l l e y  3-4 | ’ F r ed er ic k  W . B r in k lo w ... 7-8 

Conducted by E r n e s t  C . S. T d r n b r .

* First peal in the method.

BUSHEY, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 

DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, July 5 th ,1941, in Two Hours andThirty-Four Minutes, 

A t  t h e  R o y a l  M aso n ic  Ju n io r  S c h o o l,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT MAJOR, 5008 CHANCES; 
Tenor size 15 in C.

E r n e s t  C . S . T u r n er  ... 1-2 I E dw in  A . B a r n e t t  ...........  5-6
C h risto ph er  W . W o o l l e y  3-4 | E dw in  B a r n e t t .................... 7-8

Composed by F r an k  B e n n e t t . Conducted by E. A. B a r n e t t .

B ACKW AR D  H U N TIN G .
‘ ORIGIN OF THE EXPRESSION.’

To the Editor.
Sir,—I wonder how many people know the origin of the expression, 

m Hunting backwards.’
It was in the early eighties, I believe, when the Oxford men were 

starting to practise London. One day Charlie Hounslow set his bell 
and, when the others remonstrated, he said, ‘ I  have rung forward 
all my life, and I ’m not going to start ringing backward now.’

To understand the expression, one must first understand wljat 
hunting means. Here is a hunting course on four bells, and every 
bell in it is hunting and never doing anything else:—

1234

2143 
2413 
4231 
4321 
3412 
3142 
1324 
1234

l^ aIf you mart off:—
1234
1324

they will all be hunting backwards.
E. BANKES JAMES.

(Continued from next column.) 
stairs and negotiate several hair-raising passages, and you will find 
the bells 110ft. up.’

‘ St. J .; key of church (which is locked) is wrapped in paper and 
buried in gravel in angle of south-west buttress of south aisle.’

‘ St. H .; bottom of tower forms a mortuary, usually tenanted, as 
mortality in the hospital is high. Rope will be found in a dark and 
damp corner, usually sally resting on a coffin (or two), which may 
be empty—or not. You must shut yourself in, owing to black-out.’

‘ St. M .; tower must be climbed by perpendicular ladder. Board 
locked on 'to ladder must first be unlocked with key, which is kept 
at neighbouring post office.’

It would be nice if someone would send the above description to 
the person who thought of the ban on ringing; and nicer still if 
each night he were to dream of himself visiting the above churches 
and being compelled to go through with the job in each church.

A. G. G. T.

I N  C A S E  O F  IN V A S IO N .
A PO SER.

Trials  of a General Secretary.
Becoming general secretary of an association can be no joke at 

any time, especially if—as with so many folk to-day—one’s ragid 
promotion results from the war. Such an officer to-day seems to 
have some very odd jobs to do. This one had his equanimity dis­
turbed the other day by the message, ‘ There’s a constable waiting 
too see you outside the Cathedral, sir.’

What had he done? Had he walked in his sleep one night in the 
ringing chamber at Mncrft, where he regularly sleeps nowadays, and 
tried his skill at raising 41 cwt. unaided? Had he crossed the 
traffic lights once too often? A multitude of rules, regulations, in­
structions, compulsions, and the like, evaded, flashed through his 
mind. iWas the Cathedral to be dragged down into the dirt, with 
headlines in the papers? What could he do now? A miserable ^cist- 
ence might be possible for some time, hiding in the miles of secret 
passages in the Cathedral, but that was not to be thought- of. 
Better face the law.

But the law was nothing more terrifying than the foreman of 
one of the local towers, who has become a policeman, as he can’t 
ring any more now. His message, however, caused much head # 
scratching on the part of both bearer and recipient.

Tne Chief Constable wants to know how to ring all the bells in 
the city in the event of an invasion. If he thinks he has only to 
press an ecclesiastical button and they will all ring, he is going to 
be disillusioned. If we think we are going to givep him all the 
information he wants, quickly, we are going to be disillusioned, too.
For there are fifty churches -in this ancient city (thirty-three of 
which are mediseval, forming, with the Cathedral, a unique collec­
tion of churches of this date), and nearly all of them possess bells.

4 A BUSY MORNING.
Quickly a list of churches and incumbents was got together. 

While the constable spends the rest of the morning getting , a police 
car to use in the afternoon, the general secretary spends the morn­
ing phoning those incumbents who may be more difficult than others 0 
to reach by car. It proved an interesting psychological experiment, 
putting exactly the same questions to a number of different par­
sons: ‘ How many bells have you available for ringing now? W’here 
is the key of the church, if same is locked? and/or where is the key 
of ringing chamber? Are ropes in* order? . . . Police want to know.’ 

Some were slick at answering, some slack, some verbose. ‘ Oh 
yes, I have two churches, you know, one old and one new. • The 
new one has a little bell, you know, like a school; we haven’t a 
tower, you know (yes, I know'all right, I ’ve taken services there); 
I ’ve locked the vestry and hidden the rope, but I ’ll put it back 
again (all this thrice repeated, with slight variations). Yes, and 
my old ch,urch. Well, that has two bells, only they are different.
I mean, you might pull for some time and they wouldn’t sound- at 
all. You see, you have to learn how to do it. You have to hold a 
coloured thing. . . .  You see, these bells are the sort that make 
a noise more like Big Ben. I mean, they are bigger than the other 
one * (thrice repeated, with variations).

* Yes,’ I comment, ‘ 5 cwt. and 7 cwt.’
‘ Oh, I forgot; I ’m talking to an expert* (well, it’s nice to be 

described like that, occasionally).
And another, ‘ Oh, no one can ring my bell except me. You see,

I ’ve hidden the rope among the organ pipes to stop people pulling it ’ 
(bad for the organ if there’s an invasion, I comment).

Then in the afternoon a -nice little tour at the country’s expense.
By about 10 p.m. we have contacted nearly all of the 50 churches 
(not bad going, considering this was Ascension Day, and I had ser­
vices, of an average length of 55 minutes each at 7, 8, 10, 5 and
8 p.m.).

HOW TO RING THE BELLS.
Our report must have meant much scratching of constabulary 

heads. Read some extracts: ‘ St. P.M .; 13 bells. Should be rung 
by a change ringer, if possible. One sleeps in the church every 
night. Tenor weighs 41 cwt.’ (Horrors! How many Austin sevens or 
prisoners or handcuffs, or whatever te# is  Chief Constables think in, 
go to make that weight?)' •

‘ St. G .; key of tower in in verger’s box in right-hand back pew. 
Fifty-two stairs to ringing chamber.’ (Horrors! What a trial id 
the. eyes, 'and the heart, in the dark!) ^

‘ St* M .; key at neighbouring iron wTorks, with fire watchers.’
‘ The Cathedral; go upstairs in north transept (what’s that?), 

umpteenth door on left leads to the triforium (what’s tl^ t?) of the 
the presbytery (query as before). Chiming apparatus to be found 
here. Ropes must be at correct tension or 15th century bells will 
crack or not sound at all. Of the two people who can work the 
apparatus decently, one will be ringing the bell at the top of this 
list, the other is shipbuilding in Sndrlnd. If you can’t work the 
apparatus and want to hit the bells, you must climb three sets of 

(Continued in previous column.)
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T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL .
(Continued from page 317.)

CLASSIFICATION.
With the adoption of the Methods Report, the com­

mittee Jiad completed the work for which it was ap­
pointed and it asked to be discharged. But it wa£ kept 
in being to settle the further question of classification, 
which at the time was considered of some considerable 
importance. On the- one hand, there was that desipe to 
tidy up everything, which I have referred to, and, on the 
other hand, there was generally in the Exorcise a some­
what vague and indefinite feeTing that the comparative 
vimie and merit of peal performances could be ^ssessed 
if methods were properly divided into classes.

Everybody agreed that it was more meritorious to ring 
a peal of Treble Bob Major than a peal of Plain Bob 
Major; that a peal in a Dotible Method (which in effect 
meant Double Norwich) was more meritorious than a 
peal in a Single Method (which meant Grandsire Triples 
and Bob Major) ; and that a peal in a Surprise Method 
was most meritorious of all. The matter was discussed 
by the Council at several meetings, and between 1897 
iind 1900 a schedule of points for peals was formally 
adopted. All Plain Methods were given one point for 
each bell— Triples 7, Major 8 , Caters 9, and »o on. 
Double Methods had lb points for Major, 18 for Royal 

, and 20 for Maximus, with the exception that Double 
Norwich secured 28 points for Royal and 32 for Maxi­
mus. Stedman Triples and Caters each had 24 points, 
and Cinques 28 points. Treble Bob Major had 12 points, 
Royal 14, and Maximus 16. Cambridge and Superlative 
Surprise Major each had 30 points; and London and 
Bristol Surprise Major each 50.

This schedule is interesting as showing the compara­
tive merits attached to peals by the best opinion in the 
Exercise forty or fifty years ago'. Few would agree with 
it to-day and its anomalies are easy to point out. The 
men who said it is half as hard again to ring a peal of 
.Stedman Triples as it is to ring a peal of Oxford Treble 
Bob Maximjjs, had for the most part never even heard 
the latter, nor did they show much practical knowledge 
when they rated Stedman Cinques only four points 
higher than Stedman Caters. Still less did they know 
about the many methods they casually lumped together 
as ‘ All Plain Methods” or as “  Treble Bob Methods.’ 
In the end the scheme broke down, and after some years, 
points for peals were dropped; but while it lasted it added 
weight to the call for a proper classification of methods.

The first serious attempt was made by. Earle Bulwer 
in ‘ The Glossary.’ It wras a failure, as we have seen, 
because his definition of a Surprise method excluded 
London, but it was bound to fail because neither he nor 
anyone else knety enough about methods in the bulk to 
realise what were the <#fficulties in the way. Everybody 
assumed without much thought that methods can be 
grouped into mutually exclusive classes, and that the 
titles and sub-titles which ringers through the ages have 
given to them were an attempt at such classification. 
Actually methods have got their names in a variety of 
quite different ways, and no system of classification is 
possible" which will grade methods according to their 
characteristics and difficulty.

The task given to the Methods Committee was there­
fore an impossible one, and, of course, thev failed,1 • » ■ • ; r '

though it seemed af: first they had succeeded. I have 
pointed out elsewhere how the definition of a Surprise 
method, clever as it was, has proved a complete mis­
take and I need say no more about it now. There was 
also in the classification misreading and falsification of 
history. Court Bob originally was the name of a par­
ticular six-bell method, the same we now call Double 
Court Bob Minor. Norwich Court . Bob and London 
Court Bob were what the men in the two cities respec­
tively thought, was the same method applied to eight 
bells. They spoke simply of Court Bob Major. There 
was no warrant for applying the word Court to dozens of 
methods which have no connection with Court Minor,

The word “  Bob ”  was used in the first instance as 
roughly the equivalent of our word ‘ method.’ It was 
a mistake to confine it to those which have second’s place 
at the lead end. The sub-title “ 'Surprise ”  was used to 
indicate the kind .of method that was rung, but it was 
bad history to use the words ‘ Delight,’ ‘ Pleasure ’ and 
‘ Exercise,’ in the same way. London Scholars’ Pleasure 
and College Exercise meant that the words say— methods 
in which the London Scholars took pleasure and the 
College Youths exercised themselves— but College Bob 
IV. Delight and Evening Star Delight are really absurd.

I took little or no part in the preparation of the Report 
on Classification, but I agreed.with its conclusions; I 
spoke and wrote in support of it ; and I must bear my 
share of the responsibility for the mistakes.

In 1907 at the Exeter meeting the committee’s defini­
tion of a Surprise method was sharply challenged by 
William Snowdon. He was at the time engaged in revis­
ing his brother’s ‘ Standard Methods,’ and he was trying 
to find a better selection of Minor methods. Especially 
he wanted to include ‘ seven Surprise Minor Methods of 
as true a Surprise character as repeated researches point 
to as possible.’ For this reason he drew up a definition 
of a Surprise method which naturally differed from that 
of the Methods Committee, for while theirs was based 
on comprehension, his was based on exclusion.

This is his definition. I t . served his purpose well 
enough, but when we consider it as a general definition 
we can see how inferior it is to the one adopted, faulty 
as that may be. ‘ A'Surprise,Method has a Treble Bob 
hunt and demands the following places : (a) Places with 
the treble before and behind; (b) when she dodges; (c) 
when she moves from one dodging place to another. 
Further, these places shall cause at least four bells—  
taking a Minor example— to divide the work in front, 
there being no Slow Work. No bell shall be drained in 
the middle for a whole lead. At least four bells to take 
part in the Work behind between the visits of the treble. ’

The seven Surprise Minor,methods he picked .for
Standard Methods ’ on those lines make an excellent 

selection, and when recently I entirely re-wrote the book,
I sa\& no reason to alter it.

L E E D S  A N D  D I S T R IC T  S O C IE T Y .
JUNE MEETING AT BATLEY.

The society’s June meeting was held on June 28th at Batley. Hand­
bells were rung before the business meeting, which was held in the 
tower. The president, (Mr. J. R  Harvey) was chairman, and members 
were present from Armley, Bradford, Drighlington, Liversedge and 
the local company.

A vote of condolence to the relatives of the late Mr. J. W. Baxendale 
was passed by the members standing in silence.

Thanks were given to the curate-in-cliarge and the local company 
on the proposition of Mr. L. W. G. Morris, seconded by Mr. F. 
Hodgson.

The next meeting is to be held at Idle on Saturday, July 26th.
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SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
SUNDAY MEETING AT PULBOROUGH.

With the kind co-operation of church officials and the, local ringers, 
the meeting at Pulborough on Sunday, June 29th, of the Western 
Division of the Sussex Association attracted some 17 ringers from 
Arundel, Billingsliurst, Chichester, Lewes, Liss (Hants), Lyminster, 
Siorrington, West Grinstead and the local band.

Those arriving early lost no time in selecting an ideal spot in a 
meadow adjoining the churchyard, where two sets of handbells were 
soon ringing to various methods. The tower was later visited, and 
here rounds and methods to Cambridge were practised under the 
strange conditions of silent ringing.

Tea was the next item, in which direction Mr. Stilwell and his lady 
helpers scored an outstanding success, with no evidence of war-time 
rationing. Two new members w r e  elected at a brief business inter­
lude before the service.

A large percentage of' those present during the afternoon attended 
evensong, preceded by the ringing of handbells Ground the font. In 
the opening words of his sermon, the curate (the Rev. Mr. Jennings) 
mentioned that * a short while ago you were listening to the ringing 
of handbells by members of the Sussex Association of Change Ringers, 
whom we have been pleased to welcome this afternoon. They haye 
given you some of their music; they would, no doubt, have liked to 
ring the whole peal, but this must be kept in readiness for a call to 
defence. Before long we pray that the bells may soon be ringing 
the call to thanksgiving.’ He recalled his visit to the Croydon Bell 
Foundrv and described the various processes of casting and tuning, 
particularly* noting the care taken to make the bells ring out, ‘ like 
the call of God, clear and true.’ Continuing, he dwelt on the several 
calls of the bells, and concluded with the call to challenge.

Another visit was made to the. tower for further * ringing.’ Judging 
by the persistent requests for more meetings, the efforts of- those 
taking part in the arrangements were not in vain. The meeting came 
to an end at about nine o’clock.

B E L L S  B E F O R E  B U T T E R .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—We read a lot to-day of what the Government intend to 
do after the war. They will pay for damage to furniture and houses 
and will replace the fabric of churches. I suppose all this money 
will come from the pockets of the long-suffering taxpayer. Surely it 
is time the German people were made 'to realise that those who 
damage should pay? They should be told that, after this war, those 
who backed up the cry, ‘ Guns before butter,’ will be made to listen 
to other cries, among them being ‘ Churches and bells before butter.’

C. A. LEVETT.
Slough.

*
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T H E  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .
RECOLLECTIONS OF AN OLD PERFORMANCE.

At the meeting of the College Youths on Saturday, the Master 
presided and was supported by the hon. secretary, the hon. treasurer 
and other members, including Mr. R. F. Deal, Mr. Herbert Langdon, 
Mr. William Passmore, Mr. Harry Miles, Mr. ,F. Collins and Mr. J. 
Cripps. The Master welcomed Mr. McDougal, of Hornchurch, and 
Mr. J. A. Trollope, of Ealing, and another welcome figure was Gunner 
Herbert Thompson. Greetings were received from Mr. E. H. Lewis 
and Mr. H. Northover, o f Reigate.

A letter from Mr. J. W. Wilkins, of High Wycombe, was read. Mr. 
Wilkins stated that he was made a College Youth in 1879.

‘ Among the three or four hundred peals I have rung,’ continued 
the writer, ‘ the following is one I consider unique. It was a peal of 
Grandsire Major at All Saints’ Church, Boyne Hill, Maidenhead, some­
where about 1890. I was foreman of the belfry, and the band of 
College Youths incluaed F. G. Newman, Edward Rogers, E. F. Strange 
(who conducted it aft6r he and Newman had tossed a coin), J. M. 
Hayes, Sam Hayes, H. Rogers, A. W. Garraway and myself, who 
rang the tenor^ The last three were local men.

‘ To me it was notable because I came up from repairing a puuip 
at the Clergy House down a well 80ft. deep and within 100ft; of the 
tower straight up to the steeple to ring. I don’ t know if either of 
those London men are living, but Mr. E. F. Strange, I believe, was 
connected with a museum at Kensington.^

The sympathy of the meeting was expressed .with Mr. E. A. Young, 
who was suffering from a severe chill and unable to be present.

P E A L S  A T  C O V E N T R Y .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The record mentioned by Mr. Borrett brings to my mind 
the following extract I took from ‘ The Leicester Journal’ of February 
24tli,, 1809 :—

‘ On Sunday evening, the 12th'instant, was rung by the Society 
of Coventry Youths at St. Michael’ s, Coventry, a complete peal 
of Grandsfte Cators, containing 5,219 changes, in three hours and 
58 minutes*. The above peal being the full extent of changes 
that can be obtained with only four bells behind the 9th and 
tenor together. On Tuesday, the Coventry Youths rang a new 
peal called the Valentine, containing 5,075 changes, in three hours 
and 51 minutes.’

Can any reader tell us what the ‘ Valentine ’ peal was? Would it 
be an ordinary peal of Grandsire specially rung for St. Valentine’s 
Day? ’  ' ERNEST MORRIS.

Leicester. 4. j

T H E  R IN G I N G  W O R L D .

John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH

* ' *

* •.

T H E

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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WEARS & 
STAINBANK.

F o u n d ry  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12th year 
o f reign of 

' Elizabeth).

J B e llfo u n d e rs  &
IB e l l  h a n g e r s ,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LOHDOH, E.1.

%
Telephone B is h o p s g a t e  8 8 4 9

SH E R B O R N E  A B B E Y  R E C A ST  T EN O R .
4 6  c w t .  O qp . 5  lb .

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

HANDBELLS
in sets of any number.

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES, &c.

B E L F R Y  G O S S IP .
Mr. William J. Nevard’s many Friends will be glad to know that 

he is now fairly well after his recent illne6s. He has, however, 
experienced a fresh and severe misfortune. His house has been burnt, 
and much of its content® destroyed in addition to his workshop and 
all his tools. He is now living at Hare View, Thorington. He will 
have the sympathy of the whole Exercise.

Messrs. G. and Cope/of Nottingham, have in hand a new striking 
clock for Everton Church, Bawtry. They have also recently completed 
the* renovation of the old clock in Market Deeping Church, Lincoln­
shire, made in 1765, and have just received the order for overhauling 
the church clock at Crowle, Worcester.

On July 6th, 1832, the Norwich Scholars rang at St. Giles’ in that 
citv\the nrst peal of Double Oxford Bob Major. The method lias had 
a fair amount of practice, but its ewessive dodging prevents it being 
really popular.

John Holt sat in the belfry of St. Margaret’s, Westminster, and 
called from manuscript# the Original when it was rung for the first 
time on July 7th, 1751. / .

William Sottanstall, of Sowerbv, was born on July 9tli, 1800. He 
was the author of a book on change ringing for which not much 
good czln be said. Sottanstall composed some good peals of Treble 
Bob Major.

Carter’s Odd Bob peal of Stedman Triples was rung non-conducted 
by the College Youths on handbells on July 10th, 1917. A very fine 
performance.

Mr. W. H. Barber called the first peal of Erin Caters at North 
Shields on July 12th, 1909.

Fifty years ago to-day two peals were run<* One was seven 720’s 
of Minor at Hadley in Middlesex, the first peal on the bells; the other 
was Kent Treble Bob Major at Foxearth in Essex. Mr. W. J. Nevard 
rang the fifth. ---------------

B E L L S  A S  IN V A S IO N  W A R N IN G
SIRENS MAY BE SUBSTITUTED.

The Government are considering representations from a number of 
areas that the proposed church bells warning of invasion should be 
varied or supplemented by other methods.

‘ The Evening News * states that one suggestion under consideration 
is that sirens should be used, giving a five-minutes long signal.

Since the decision—taken last June—to reserve church bells for 
invasion warning, a number of bells have been dismantled and; re­
moved to places of safetj, and more than 1,000 churches have been 
destroyed in raids.

In some districts people are outside the range of hearing church 
bells however loudly they might ring.

An official announcement is expected shortly.
The leaflet giving instructions to the public in the event of invasion 

gives the present official statement on the subject:—
What does it mean when the church bells are rung? It is a warn­

ing to the local garrison that troop* have been seen landing from 
the air in the neighbourhood of the church in question. Church 
bells will not be rung all over the country as a general warning that 
invasion has taken place. The ringing of church bells in one place 
will not be taken up in neighbouring churches.

Many people, and some newspapers, evidently still think that church 
bells will be used as an invasion warning to the general public, but it 
is clear that there never was any sucn intention. The only people 
who are concerned are the military authorities; the general public 
must take no notice whatever. We should not be surprised, however, 
if the military authorities now realise what has been evident all along 
to ringers, that church bells would be a very inefficient means pi 
giving warning in the case of the landing by parachute or other air­
borne invaders. ---------------

A L L E G E D  L O O T IN G  OF C H U R C H  B E L L S .
MAN CHARGED AT BRISTOL.

The bells of a Bristol church destroyed by enemy action were the 
subject of a charge at Bristol Police Court on July 4th,

The bells, which belonged to St. Mary-le-Port, were valued at £750, 
and Edward Richard Pearce (60) was accused of receiving them at 
some date between March 25th and June 19th.

The owners of the bells were said to be St. Mary-le-Port Church 
Lands Charity.

Pearce was remanded for a week and was, granted bail on his own 
surety of £ 100, and a second surety of £ 100.

Asking for the £200 sureties, Insp. Stiles, of the C.I.D., said that 
there might be another charge preferred against Pearce, and that he 
had, since the receiving charge had been preferred, left his business 
address and gone to Worcester.

Mr. G. D. Wansbrough (for Pearce) asked that at least part of a 
sum of over £100 belonging to him, and now in the possession of 
the police, should be released for his use. .

Insp. Stiles said that the bells had been sold, and Pearce received 
a substantial sum in connection with the transaction. W h e t h e r #  this 
sum formed part of the money in the possession of the police he 
couTd not say. .

Insp. Stiles asked the magistrates to allow Pearce sufficient of Tns 
money for his defence, but that the remainder should remain with 
the police. This was granted. -

The bells at St. Mary-le-Port were a ring of eight with a tenor oi 
.19 cwt.
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KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
AN N U AL M EET IN G  AT G R A V ESEN D . 

Insurance of Church Bells.
It  proved a wise decision to postpone the annual general meeting 

until the longer days, as at Gravesend on Saturday, June 28th, nearly 
eighty put in an appearance for the 61st annual meeting o f the Kent 
County Association, and in spite o f no bells being available, a very 
pleasant and happy time was spent.

The presence o f youth, so noticeable a t  these meetings as a rule, 
was very limited—they have other work on hand, and are scattered 
all over the country and in the East doing their part to help speed 
the time when we can have the bells ringing again.

The committee met at Church House at 3 p.m. to consider various 
matters, and at 4 o ’ clock the whole assembly met in St. George’s 
Church for the association service.

The Rector (Canon H. T. Southgate) welcomed the members, con­
gratulated them on the splendid attendance, and expressed the sincere 
nope that they would soon be called to their belfries to ring the victory 
p ea lr

An address was given by Canon G. C. E. Ryley, o f Rochester Cathe­
dral, who is a member of the committee. He also read the lesson. 
Mr. F. E. Fletcher was organist.

A collection for  the Benevolent Fund amounted to £1 5s„ 7d.
After tea had been served at the Town Hall, the company was 

warmly welcomed to Gravesend by the Mayor (Councillor R. T. 
Lester, J.P .).

Everyone regretted, he said, that in the present circumstances they 
did not hear the church bells. He missed them very much and hoped 
the time was not far distant when the ringers would recommence 
what he from  personal experiment regarded as hard work.

Thanks were expressed to the Mayor for the loan o f the Town Hall.
The business meeting was held in the Council Chamber, the M ayor’s 

chair being occupied by the Rev. Canon G. C. E. Ryley, supported 
by Messrs G. H. Cross, G. H. Spice, T. Groombridge, jun., E. Barnett 
and F. M. Mitchell (hon. secretary).

EFFECTS OF THE BAN.
The past year, said the annual report, was one unparalleled in 

history, as, owing to war restrictions, all ringing has ceased. For 
enerations* the bells have been rung in cities, towns and hamlets 
eclaring the message to all, ‘ Peace on earth, goodwill to all men,' 

aim it is lamentable to think that all this has been changed, and the 
whole o f the ringing fraternity deprived o f following their art through 
the avarice o f one man.

In spite of the bell* being silent, the work of the association must 
go on, so that we shall all be ready when peace and victory come to 
take a stand in our accustomed places in the belfry. Many faces, 
alas, and perhaps towers, will be missed when that time comes, but 
we would urge all members that remain to meet whenever possible 
for friendly discourse and handbell ringing. One thing we would 
stress is that all in charge o f the bells should see that they are not 
neglected and are kept in ringing order.

As is generally known, church bells will be rung in any area if and 
when enemy troops might land, but no information has been issued 
as to who will do the ringing. In  the hands o f the incompetent much 
damage can be done to the bells, a fact well known to all ringers, 
but perhaps unknown to the authorities. Many attem pts have been 
made to have the ban lifted on Sunday ringing, but we are sorry to 
sav witfy negative results.

During the past nine months the affairs of the association as regards 
meetings have been suspended in the various districts, and some of 
the secretaries have come in for criticism for not arranging meetings. 
On the occasions when this was tried, results were very discouraging, 
the attendances being very poor, and it  is small wonder that the 
interest lagged. When one is apt to criticise the secretary, let us 
remember ne is not working for one or two individuals, but for the 
whole district and association, and poor response is not conducive 
to encouragement in his efforts. I t  is up to us all to keep the interest 
alive in our own particular tower and district. All of us are, in our 
spare time, doing our part to help beat ‘ the mad dog o f Europe,’ and 
when that is done there is no doubt we shall get into working order 
again, and we pray God that will come soon.

The postponement o f the annual general meeting o f the association, 
usually held at^Easter, until to-day was undoubtedly a wise decision, 
as this enables members coming from  a distance to travel in day­
light. Thirty-two towers are represented, and the attendance is 
greater than it  might have been had the meeting been held earlier.

Many members have joined H.M. Forces, and it is hoped a full list 
can be obtained for future reference. Very few names have so far 
been forwarded. To all, in whatever capacity they are serving, we 
wish ‘ godspeed and a safe return.’

ENCOURAGING MEMBERSHIP.
The war and the discontinuance o f ringing lias naturally affected 

the towers in union and the number o f ringers. All serving members 
are retained on the books, with non-payment o f  subscriptions, 60 it 
is a matter o f encouragement to report that subscriptions were re­
ceived from  638 members. Honorary members totalled 33.

W e hav* lost many members by death and to the relations o f al! 
we offer our sympathy. The following lost their lives through enemy 
action: Mrs. Hay (Chilham), hon. member; Messrs. G. R . Ambrose

(Milton-next-Gravesend) and H. Trinder (W alm er), practising mem­
bers; and Mr. S. H. W ood (Bristol) and A. E. Bacon (King’ s Lynn), 
non-resident life  njembers. The following have also been called to 
higher service : Mrs. Taylor (Bexley), the Rev. Canon E. F. Campbell- 
W ird  (Swanscombe), Mr. H. G. Dunn, hon. m embers; Messrs. R. 
Goldup (Ashford), E. Slingsby and F. Giles (Sturry), S. G. Twyman 
(St. Lawrence), E. Kendall (W ingham), R. Morgan (Dartford), J. L. 
Harris (Rochester), C. Goodburn Milton-next-Gravesend), E. J. Botten 
(Sittingbourne), F. Sharp (Marden), J. Shorter (Bearsted), E. F. Pike 
(Brockley), G. F. Lovelock (St. Mary Cray), and H. Reeve (Tonbridge, 
missing from  Dunkirk), practising m embers; Messrs. G. Copnell (New­
port), A. Bowell (Ipswicli), G. Dent (Harlow), G. B. Lucas (W altham­
stow), A. J. Pankliurst (E astbo^ne), non-resident life members.

The annual general meeting was held at Maidsjbone on Easter Mon­
day and 100 attended, which, considering the prevailing conditions, 
showed that the interest in the association was still alive. A t the 
time the ringing o f bells was not banned, which attracted more than 
might otherwise have attended. Very fe'w district meetings were held, 
and those held before the ban were fairly well attended.

W e regret that Mr. A. Richardson, who succeeded Mr. Latter as 
Tonbridge district secretary, has resigned from that position, and we 
are pleased to record his services rendered to the district and associa­
tion. No successor has so far been appointed. Here is an opportunity 
for a volunteer to carry' on the work.

A . course o f instruction was carried out at Boughton, but we fear 
that the ban on ringing has nullified the effort.

SATISFACTORY FIN AN C&
Ten peals were rung during the year, six on tower bells and four 

in liana. The peal o f outstanding merit was in four spliced Surprise 
methods at Crayford. Congratulations are offered to the Misses 
Richardson on ringing a quarter-peal on handbells during a raid, and 
to the Spice family on ringing a ‘ family quarter.’

The amount so far subscribed to the Helmore Memorial Fund is 
£1 9s. 6d., an d7this has been deposited in the Benevolent Fund account 
for the time being.

The income on the general account has dropped by £37, and the 
expenditure decreased correspondingly. On the year’s working there 
is an increased balance in hand to £72 9s. lOd. One grant of £5 had 
been paid from the Belfrv Repairs Fund to Bethersden, where the 
treble had been recast and the wliole rehung with new fittings. The 
income more than met that amount, and the fund shows an increased 
balance, viz., £158 7s. 6d. The income in the Benevolent Fund 
amounted to £27 Is. 5d., and as no applications for assistance during 
the year were received, the balance was increased by that amount to 
£335 Is. 10£d. W ith invested funds and various balances, the total 
worth o f the association now stands at £1,047 Is. Id., an increase of 
£37 Os. 7d on the previous year.

The report was unanimously adopted.
The balance sheets, which, revealed the healthy condition o f the 

association,.were presented by the hon. auditor, Mr. G. H. Cross, $nd 
unanimously adopted.

The president, vice-presidents and committee were re-elected.
The hon. secretary and treasurer (Mr. F. M. Mitchell) explained at 

length the whole position as regards the investments, and said that 
their interests were well safeguarded, but he and some of the other 
members thought they should be even n/ore strongly so. The oom- 
mittee had discussed the subject earlier in the day, and they recom­
mended tiiat all the investments should be in the name o f ‘ the 
treasurer for the time being ’ and three trustees elected to govern the 
funds, the power delegated to the two signees to remain as at present.

On the proposition o f Mr. E. A. G. Allen (Rochester), seconded by 
Mr. H. Hoskins (Greenwich), it was unanimously decided to adopt 
this course and that the hon. secretary and treasurer take immediate 
steps to carry this out.

Mr. F. W hite (Tunbridge Wells) and Mr. W . J. Jeffries (Petts W ood)/ 
were unanimously re-elected, and Mr. G. H. Spice (Sittingbourne) was 
elected the ^rird trustee.

The Chairman said he knew they could not do better than re-elect 
their present hon. secretary. They all knew the interest he took in 
the association.

Replying, Mr. Mitchell said he did not know whether this was lucky 
or unlucky—his 13tli year as hon. secretary. He considered it lucky, 
because if Jerry h&d been a few yards nearer three weeks ago they 
would have been electing a new secretary that day. He would still 
do his best for the association.

INSURANCE OF CHURCH BELLS.
A long discussion took place on the insurance o f church bells. Many 

members spoke of the measures being taken in their own particular 
towers. The general opinion pf the members was that the restoration 
o f bells damaged or lost through enemy action was a matter for the 
Government, and the following resolution was proposed by Mr. E. 
Barnett, seconded by Mr. T. Groombridge, jun., and unanimously 
agreed :—  N

‘ That the Kent County Association o f Change Ringers i* o f the 
opinion that as the Government has ordered church bells to be rung 
in any area where enemy troops may land, churches become military 
objectives, and the association considers that in the event o f any 
damage being done to beljs through enemy action the expense of 
restoring the same should be met by the Government.’

• (Continued on next page.)
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A  C O U N T R Y  C O U N C IL  M E E T IN G .
VILLAGE CRITICS VEN T THEIR GRIEVANCES. 

From  a Special Correspondent.
The following report has been sent to us, and as it is beyond 

editing, we present it exactly as it has reached us, except for 
the headings.

As there be no Central Council meeting this year what we could 
read about in our ‘ Ringing World ’ and talk about at our meetings, 
some of the ringers down this way thought it would be a good thing 
to have our own Council meeting. Us can’t talk so well as some of 
those as get sent to Central Council—leastwise, not so well as'it reads 
in the paper, all prim end proper like, but there’s some chaps down 
about here as fancies theirselves a bit when it comes to talking— 
Jim Blobb^, for instance, goes to the Oddfellows’ meetings—and they 
thought us could have some debates on things the Council has done 
and hasn’ t done during all these fifty years they’ve tried to tell we 
ringers what us ought to do and what us ought not to do in the belfry.

►So we held our meeting Whit Monday; a County Council 'Some' of 
'em called it, because there was ringers fcom all over our county— 
from four or five towers, that is, as well as ours. We didn’t invite 
you, Mr. Editer, because for one thing we knew you was ill and we 
didn’ t advertise it neither, because we didn’t want a lot of outsiders 
who% might want to have all the say. But the meeting asked me to 
send an account to the paper, thinking as it would be interesting to 
others, which I have tried my best to do, although I can’t take down 
speeches in that ’ere pothooks and hangers stuff that proper reporters 
use. P ’raps it was just as well, but it makes my report a bit sketchy 
like. Actually us talked about a lot more things than I am putting 
down here. I ’ve 'missed ’em out partly because J don’t think they 
matter anyhow, but mostly because now we are shorthanded every­
where in the village I ain’t got time. In fact, that’s the reason this 
report is a bit late.

A GRIEVANCE.
For instance, it’s no good walloping dead horses, so what was the 

good of raking up about the cheap railway fares that the Central 
Council got took away from us years ago. Tom Topper has always 
had a grudge against the Council for that, because these cheap tickets 
got stopped in the days when he was courting and it cost him another 
foiirpence a week afterwards to go and see his gal. He had cause to 
grumble, I suppose, because apparently 6he wasn’t worth if. Anyway, 
h e  didn’t marry that one, and it ain’ t so certain the one he has got 
would have been worth it either.

Then Fred Foreman wanted to introduce the subject of free beer 
for ringers when they ring on great occasions, the same as he had 
read used to be given to ’em in the old days, but I told him he 
shouldn’t talk about it in public, as it wasn’t a eddifying subject for 

•ringers to discuss. But there I ’m getting a bit before tne story.
Well, as I said, we had the meeting on Whit Monday and held it 

in our village, which we often call Mud-under-Foot, although that’s 
not its proper name, as you know, Mr. Editer. The landlord of the 
Hollytree let us use one of his rooms free, we ringers having always 
been pretty good customers. Those who got to the meeting before 
three o’clock were able to make suitable preparations, because drinks 
ain’ t rationed yet. The others had to start dry and it made a dif­
ference,*! can tell you, to how much they talked. I was one of those 
that got there early.

OFFICERS ELECTED.
When we started the meeting they elected me president • (it sounds 

better tharf chairman, I told ’em), and as soon as it was decided I 
should write the report for the paper they thought it  was best to 
make me secretary as well, because there was no need for two people 
to go messing about with the writing. -

Then ole Sam Sink proposed that I should be treasurer. He said 
it would be guite safe, because there wasn’ t going to be any funds 
unless we paid into a * kitty ’ for beer afterwards, and I shouldn’t 
hold that money anyway, as it was nothing to do with the meeting.

So, having elected the officers' we proceeded to business and as they 
all sat quiet at first, like a lot of stuffed dummies, I asked Sam Sink 
to lead off. Sam was one of them that had got to the Hollytree real 
early, and didn’t Sam lead off when I give him the chancel

Sam’s never blen in favour of the Central Council. When they’ve 
ejected our association delegates every now and again, he’s always 
said ’twas a waste of money and just to give ’ em a holiday, but m 
the presence of so many of the nobs, parsons And suchlike, Sam’s 
never been able to say all he thought, not till Whit Monday, and 
then, when he got going he said all he thought and a deal more 
besides. A lot of what he said couldn’t be writ here, but he bad his 
old grievance out first. What he wanted to know was what the 
Central Council had done for him or his tower? And then why 
couldn’t he ring what he liked and call it what he liked? His father 
and grandfather before him had rung what they liked and what was 
good enough for them was good enough for him. Why shouldn’t he 
ring Violet and Woodbine and Merchant’s Return, and even the old 
Eight and Forty if he wanted to? These ’ere Council people wanted 
to stop him doing that, so as he should ring a lot o f new fangled 
things what he didn’t want to ring and didn’t intend to ring. He 
wouldn’t be ordered about by any Council, he said, danged if he 
would. And the Council never did do any good anyway, leastwise not 

'to him or his tower. •

This wasn’t all he said by any manner of means; he talked about 
other things as well that don’ t matter much, but this is enough to 
show how Sam feels about the Central Council. He wanted to propose 
that we shouldn’t have anything to do with all these new methods 
what some committee of the Council had been getting out and wast­
ing their time on for years past, but George Adams, he’s a young 
chap from next village, lie ups and says if our meeting was to do 
that us would be as bad as the Council trying to tell other people 
what they should do and what they shouldn’t  do. If he wanted to 
ring one of these new methods nothing Sam Sink proposed would 
st£p him.

George is a spry chap and he got this one in on Sam because Sam 
always found some sort of excuse never to let him have the bells at 
Little Tiddlecombe—that’ s where Sam’s boSs'of the tower—for a peal. 
Sam says he don’t  believe in these boys riding roughshod over the 
old ’uns. He believes in keeping ’em in their place.

ANOTHER GRIEVANCE.
Well, when we’d settled Sam’s hash, Bill Nokes said he’d got a 

grievance against the Council — not our Council, but the one tliat 
jaunted all over the country and never seemed to dcr nothing except 
talk. This war, he said, had showed how neglectful they’d been. 
They’d let the government stop the bells altogether for one thing. 
Instead of getting tip and stepping the government stopping the bells 
and making asses of theirselves by saying that only a policeman or 
a sqldier could ring the bells and hang theirselves in the doing of it, 
they sat down and said nothing. Then there was that there com­
mittee what thought they knew all about towers and bells. They 
couldn’t have knowed very much, Bill said, otherwise they’d have had 
all the towers lined with that fireproof asworstus stuff and have put 
it all round the bell frames to stop ’em being burnt when these 
hincendery fire bombs 6et light to the churches.

I chipped in here and says, ‘ Don’t talk silly, Bill,’ only a bit 
stronger. I told him there weren’t enough of that asworstus stuff, 
as he called it, to go round, even if the Committee had got enough 
money to buy it all, and I didn’t think they was rich men—at least 
not very rich—and it was certain the Council couldn’t buy it. If they 
did it would come back on the associations and that was on the likes 
of him and me, and I asked him whether, with a wife and five kids, 
he could afford it?

With that Bill and me started arguing, not because of the Com­
mittee, but because I had told him not to talk silly. (Actually it 
wasn’t just that yrhat I said to him.)

Then, while we was arguing rather loud, we heard the landtord 
open the front door. Sam Sink slipped out to see what the right 
time was, and didn’t come back. Fred Foreman whispered to George 
Adams and they went out to see if the front door really wqs open, 
and they didn’t come back either. Then we heard the jingle of glasses 
and Tom Smithers and two or three of the others went to look for 
George and Fred. And they didn’t come back. '

By this time I thought we hadn’t got what I thinjc they call a 
‘ koram,’ and so I ruled Bill out of order and said it was no good 
going on with the meeting. I was thirsty myself and I was sure he 
was, so I asked him to come and have one. And he did.

I have just remembered we didn’t decide where us would meet next 
year. x

K E N T  ASSOCIATION (Continued from page 331.)
The lion, secretary was directed to forward copies of the lesolutiou 

to the president (the Archbishop of Canterbury), the Bishops, Arch­
deacons and Members of Parliament of the County of Kent.

Mr. E. Barnett proposed that Mr. T. Groombridge, sen., who had 
now completed 50 years* membership of the association, should be 
made an honorary life member. This was carried with acclamation.

Mr. Groombridge, in returning thanks, said that he had held office 
of some description during nearly the whole of that period.

The Chairman proposed that thanks be extended to the Mayor of 
Uravesend for the use of the hall, to the Rector (Canon H. T. 
Southgate) and the organist (Mr. Fletcher) for his services.

The hon. secretary and treasurer was thanked for his services during 
the past year on the proposition of Mr. G. H. Cross, seconded bv 
Mr. Allen.

Mr. W. Spice proposed and Mr. T. Saunders seconded that their 
best thanks be given to Canon Ryley for his excellent address at the 
service and his able conduct as chairman.

This was passed in Kentish style. * *
Canon Ryley said he felt honoured in presiding, as this was the 

first time in his life he1 had occupied a mayoral chair.
This concluded a very happy and harmonious war-time gathering, 

the Mayor remarking later on the large attendance and'said it showed 
the keenness of tlie members in attending in such numbers in spite of 
there being no attraction in the way of ringing.
,A n  hour’s handbell ringing was afterwards enjoyed in the .hall, 

many members taking part.
May next year’s meeting be held in peace was the wish of aN.

BRISTOL.—On Tuesday, June 17th, in St. James’ vestry, after an
unsuccessful—attempt for a peal, 756 Grandsire Triples (irom Holt’s
Original): Thomas S. Harris 1-2, A. M. Tyler 3-4, R. G. Brvant 5-6,
D. G. Clift (conductor) 7-8.
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T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
THE PLAIN CHANGES. .

According- to our best authority, changes were first 
rung- in England during the first decade of the seven­
teenth century. For at least two hundred years there 
had been many peals of three and five bells in town and 
village all over the country, all hung for ringing, and 
all very extensively used, not only for Church and civic 
matters, but for pleasure and recreation. But, says 
Richard Duckworth, writing in 1667, ‘ within these fifty 
or sixty years last past, changes were not known or 
thought possible to be rang-. Then were invented the 
Sixes.’ .>■

The Sixes, he tells us, are ‘ the very ground of a six- 
score. ’ They are, and they are more, for they are the 
‘ very ground ’ of all our modern method ringing and 

' peal composition; the germ from which the whole art 
has grown.

At first sight we ‘might think that there is nothing 
much in the Sixes and little to be learnt from them, yet 
the way in which they were originally rung definitely fixed 
the development of the art and science of change ring­
ing and ultimately gave us all our modern methods. All 
the bells in a sii actually work in the same manner, but 
the ancients did not ring it so : ‘ Every bell hunts in 
the six changes,** says Duckworth, ‘ yet ’tis commonly 
rang by observing a Hunt and two Extream Bells. The 
name of Hunt is properly given to it because of its con­
tinual motion up and down among the-other bells, which 
motion is called Hunting, and the other two are called 
Extream Bells, because when the Hunt is either before 
or behind them, that is at the extream or utmost place, 
there is a change then to be made between them called 
an Extream Change.’

Between the Sixes rung in this fashion and a modern 
peal of Spliced Surprise there is a continuous logical 
development, the first step of which was the Plain 
Changes.

In the early development of changes it was inevitable 
that there should be a good deal of experi­
menting. Duckworth gives two or three 1 2 3 4 5 
examples, 1 which,’ he says, ‘ though re- 2 1 3  4 5 
jected in thesef days, yet in former times were 2 3 1 4  5 
much in use, which for antiquity sake I here 2 3 4 1 5 
set down.’ In one of them, the Twenty All 2 3 4 5 1 
Over each bell is in turn hunted up fr.om the 3 2 4 5 1 
front to the back, beginning with the treble 3 4 2 5 1 
and ending with the tenor. It illustrates 3 4 5 2 1 
in its simplest form the idea of a hunt, that is 3 4 5 1 2 
one moving bell passing through other bells 4 3 5 1 2 
which remain passive. Duckworth says that etc. 
this peal was rejected in his time (1667), but 
it survived at Framlingfcam in Suffolk,-and probably in 
other places, down almost to livitig memory.

The disadvantage of these early ‘ peals ’ was that, 
though they did not contain repetitions, they only pro­
duced short lengths, and an elaborate system of hunts 
was evolved which is almost the most perfect method of 
producing the extent of the changes on any number of 
bells that-it is possible to get. By these Plain Changes, 
as they were called, the true extent of the changes on a 
million bells or a hundred million could be had as cer­
tainly as the extent on five or six. ,

The system is as follows. One bell (usually the treble, 
but it might be any other) was continually hunted up and

down from front to back and from back to front. It 
was called the Whole Hunt. Each time the Whole 
Hunt was leading or lying in front and behind a second 
bell called the Half Hunt was hunted one step. When 
the Whole Hunt and Half Hunt were together in the 
front or behind a third bell called the Quarter Hunt was 
hunted a step. And so on until all the bells but three 
had become hunts and they go the six.

Duckworth tells us that on six bells ‘ the 720 Plain 
Changes are to be rang or set down one thousand four 
hundred and forty several ways by altering the whole - 
hunt, half hunt, quarter hunt,~and extreme bells, but the 
course of each is the same.’ He understood the truth 
that a ’ peal can be the same thing though it exists in 
many forms. •

Plain Changes had not long reached their full develop­
ment before they were superseded by Cross P.eals, in 
which instead of one bell only moving in a change, the 
movement is shared by all the bells. It made a vast- 
difference in practical ringing, but the same system of 
hunts was used. Indeed, in varying ways~ hunts form 
the basis of the construction of nearly all peals and 
methods, for a hunt is not just a bell which has a simple 
and continuously repeated path; but is one which hag a 
cyclical movement through the coursing order of other 
bells. The slow work bell in Kent Treble Bob is a 
hunt.

The Plain Changes.
1 2  3 4 5 6 2 3 4 5 6 1  3 4 5 6 2 1

. 2  1 3 4 5 6  3 2 4 5 6 1  4 3 156 21
2 3 1 4 5 6  ----------------  ------------------
2 3 4 1 5 6  1 3 2 4 5 6  1 2 4 3 5  6
2 3 4 5 1 6  1 3 4 2 5 6  1 2 4  5 3  6
2 3 4 5 6 1, -----------------  ' ------------------  ,
-----------------  3 4 2 5 6 1

3 4 5 2 6 1

1 3  4 5 2 6
1 3  4 5 6 2

3 4 5 6 2 1
4 3 5 6 2 1

t

1 4  3 5 6 2  
1 4 3 5 2 6

/ 4 3 5 2 6 1
4 3 2 5 6 1

1 4  3 2 5 6 

1 4  2 3 5 6

4 2 3 5 6 1
2 4 3 5 6 1

* 1 2  4 3 5 6
1 2  4 5 3 6

Notice how the treble is made the Whole Hunt, the 
second the Hajf Hunt and the third the Quarter Hunt.

3 2 4 5 6 1 
3 2 4 5 1 6  
3 2 4 1 5  6 
3 2 1 4  5 6 

3 1 2  4 5 6 
1 3  2 4 5 6

1 3  4 2 5 6

4 5 3 6 2 1 
4 5 6 3 2 1

1 4  5 6 3 2 
1 4  5 6 2 3

etc.

SWINDON.—On Saturday, June 28tli, at 6, York Road, a quarter- 
peal of Grandsire Doubles (1,260 changes) in 35 minutes: Ivor Bell 
1-2, Malcolm Melville 3-4, and David Bell 5. The ringer of 5 is eight 
years and one month oM, and is no'w the proud possessor of a blister 
on his finger.
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SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
PLEASANT GATHERING ON THE LAWN.

On Saturday, June Zlst, the Dorchester Branch of the Salisbury 
Diocesan Guild held its summer meeting in glorious June weather in 
ideal surroundings on the Cottage Lawns, Bradford Peverell; by 
kind permission of Miss Clapcott.

The village is well off the main road, and some of the members 
arrived at 2.30 to practise on the handbells. Games such as bowls, 
croquet and darts were also indulged in. ' During the afternoon a 
good company of handbell ringers arrived, and Grandsire Triples 
were put on for the learners.

In the lovely surroundings under the beech trees everyone forgot 
there was a war on.

A course of Grandsire was rung in the church before the Guild 
office, which was conducted by the Rev. A. F. Godley, assisted by 
the chairman of the branch, Canon A. W . Markby. A full ladies’, 
choir led the singing. The Vicar gave the members a very warm 
welcome and a well-thought-out address. The members then ad­
journed to the lawns, where tea was awaiting them, for Miss Clap­
cott and her friends had got over the ration difficulty all right. The 
chairman presided, and thirty-six members and friends were pre­
sent. Canon Markby thanked the donor and friends for the kind 
hospitality, the Rev. A. F. Godley for arranging the service, the 
organist and the choir. He also gave the,jnembers one of his noted 
addresses, which was received with acclamation. The TR«v. R. P. 
Farrow agreed with the chairman, and said they gave their active 
hon. secretary thanks for making the arrangements and sending out 
such a pressing invitation. He hoped they would continue to keep 
the spirit of the Guild alive. Although he had to cyqle a good few 
miles on a hot summer day, he could not resist coming. The Rev. 
A. F. Godley returned thanks, and said he was glad the secretary 
was keeping the flag flying.

One new associate was enrolled.
The Rev. A. F. and Mrs. Godley (both ringers) invited 

the Guild to the Rectory gardens at Stratton in August. They were 
heartily thanked for their kindness.

After the meeting, the hon secretary had six children numbered, 
and illustrated some details in change ringing by going through two 
courses of Bob Minor, a d e m o n s t  rat ion which was quite enjoyed, and 
especially by the children themselves, some picking out their own 
places. Handbell ringing and games continued until the sun. was 
dipping down in the north-west. It was in every way a very happy 
gathering. Miss J. C. Chick, a good handbell ringer, who started 
her ringing career in the branch, cycled from Bournemouth in the 
heat of the day, altogether with the return journey riding 60 miles. 
The following towers were represented: Bradford Peverell, Dorches-

* ter, St. Peter’s, Fordington, Frampton, Maiden Newton, Stratton, 
Sydling, East Lulworth, Bournemouth and Wyke Regis.

WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
PLEASANT MEETING AT HAGLEY.

A very successful quarterly meeting was held at Hagley on June 
21st, when the Northern Branch was joined by the Dudley and District 
Guild. Excellent weather favoured the 6vent, and 68 members and 
visitors turned up to enjoy a few hours among the many beauty 
spots adjacent to the church.

The eight bells were available for * silent ’ practice and were kept 
busy during the afternoon and evening. The methods ranged from 
Grandsire and Stedman Triples to London Surprise and provided far 
greater variety than many had been able to enjoy since the ban. 
Down in the park surrounding the church the handbells were also 
kept, busy to Bob Major, Grandsire ancUStedman Triples and Caters.

Owing to a last minute difficulty the Rector was unable to be 
present and the usual service was dispensed with.

A plentiful tea was served picnic fashion by the Misses Parkes and 
the Hagley Boy Scouts, who received great praise and a hearty vote 
of thanks for the excellence of their arrangements.

A short business meeting followed, presided over by the Branch 
Master, Mr. John Lloyd, supported by Messrs. William Short, John 
Bass and Charles Woodberry, of the Branch Committee. Mr. F. 
Colclougli, o f Bilston, was elected a member, and it was decided to 
hold the next three meetings as follows (D .V .): Belbroughton, July 
19th; Chaddeslev Corbett, August 23rd; and Clent (quarterly meet­
ing), September 20tli. A vote of thanks to the Misses Parkes, Mr.
E. M Ashford, Scoutmaster, and his Scouts brought the meeting to 
a close, and a move was then made to the tower by some, for the 
handbells by others, while the remainder availed themselves of the 
opportunity to explore the beautiful park, so delightfully situated 
upon the lower slopes of the Clent Hills, until all felt the time liad 
come to adjourn to a p<fk>ular local rendezvous, where the handbells, 
reminiscences and refreshment rounded off the best meeting since 
the outbreak of war.

Members were present from the following towers ; Aston, Belbrough­
ton, Bilston, Birmingham, Brierley Hill, Clent, Coseley, Coventry, 
Cradley, Dudley, Hagley, Kidderminster, Smethwick, Stourbridge, 
Wollaston. Wolverley and Wombourne, and the members were very 
pleased to welcome Aircraftman Hunt, R.A.F., o f Reading, at present 
stationed somewhero in the Midlands.

N O T IC E S .
N O T IC E S must be received N O T LA TER  TH AN  

M ONDAY.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f  ‘  T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d ,  W o k in g ,  S u r r e y .

T H E  CH ARGE FO R  N O TICES of Meetings inserted 
under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1 /6.

• The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

YORKSH IRE ASSOCIATION.— Eastern District.—  
The summer meeting will be held at York on Saturday, 
July 12th, when handbells will be available at the Minster 
from 2.30 p.m. Evensong in the Minster at 4 o ’clock. Tea 
at Eastgate Cate at 5 o ’clock, 2s. each. Business meet­
ing after tea. Annual reports available. A good at­
tendance is hoped for.— H. S. Morley, Hon. Sec., 5, 
Ebor Street, Selby.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— Northern Division. —  A 
meeting of this division will be held at Halstead on Sat­
urday, July 12th. Handbells will be available in church 
from 2.30 onwards. Service at 4.30, followed by tea.
—  Hilda G. Snowden, Hon. Dis. Sec., 3, Belle Vue, 
Hedingham Road, Halstead, Essex.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Leicester 
District.— A meeting will be held at Anstey on July 12th. 
Bells (8, silent) will be available from 3 p.m. All 
ringers welcome.-—H. W . Perkins, Hon. Dis. Sec.

LADIES’ GUILD.— Central District.— A meeting will 
be held at St. Peter’s Church, South Croydon, on Satur­
day, July 12th. Eight bells (silent) available from 3 
p.m. until black-out. Also handbells. Service 4.30. 
— Ivy R. Housden, Dis. Sec., 25, Southboume Avenue, 
Wanstead, E .l l .

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Liverpool Branch. 
— The next meeting will be held at St. Nicholas’ Church 
tower on Saturday, July 12th. Tower will be open from
3 p.m. Handbells will be available, also front 8 (silent). 
Meeting at 5 p.m. A good attendance is requested.— G. 
R. Newton, Branch Sec., 57, Ampthill Road, Liverpool 
17. *

G L O U C E S T E R  & B R IS T O L  D IO C E S A N  A S S O ­
C IA T IO N .— Bristol City Branch.— The July monthly 
meeting will be held at the Haymarket Hotel on Saturday, 
July 12th. Handbell ringing from 3 p.m. Tea and 
meeting will follow at 4.15  p.m. All ringers welcome.—  
A. Tyler, 5 , Addison Road, Bristol 3.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Eastern District. —  
The meeting arranged for July*12th at Maldon has had 
to be cancelled owing to circumstances beyond our con­
trol.— H. W . Shadrack, Hon. Dis. Sec.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. —  Burton 
District. —  This district will hold its next meeting at 
Ticknall on Sunday, July 13th. Handbell ringing at
2.15 p.m. Service 2.45 p.m. Refreshments in Welfare 
Hall at 4.15, followed by short business meeting. Tea 
and cake provided, but will members please take their 
own sandwiches and sugar? Derby District members 
and friends cordially invited.— J. W . Cotton, Hon. Sec., 
Overseal. ■
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ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—
The next meeting' will be held on Saturday, July 19th, 
at the Bell Foundry, 32-34, Whitechapel' Road, E .C .l, 
at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Furness and Lake 
District Branch.— The branch annual meeting will be 
held in the Parish Church Hall, Ulverston, on Saturday, 
July 19th. Service in church at 3.30 p.m. Tea at 4 
p.m.,. meeting after tea. ,. Names for tea to N. M. 

Newby, 19, Union Place, Ulverston, by July 16th.
SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION. —  Southern 

Division.^ —  A meeting will be held on Saturday, July 
19th. Ringers welcome at 2.30. Tea, by kind invita­
tion of Mrs. F. I. Hairs, Restormel, James Lane, Bur­
gess Hill, where the meeting will be held, ONLY to 
those who notify the hostess by July 12th. Please be 
particular on this point. Handbells available. Nearest 
station, Wivelsfield, five minutes. —  S. E. Armstrong, 
Hon. Div. Sec.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— A general meet­
ing at Cambridge on Saturday, July 19th. Ringing on 
the Seage apparatus at Great St. Mary’s from 3 p.m. 
Service 4.30. I will try to arrange tea for those who 
notify me by Monday, July 14th. —  K. Willers, Gen. 
Sec., Sweetbriars, Trumpington, Cambridge.

OXFO RD  DIOCESAN GUILD.— The annual busi­
ness meeting will be held at Oxford in the Chapter 
House, Christ Church, at 3.15 p.m., on Saturday, July 
19th. A service will be held at St. Aldate’s Church at
4.30 p.m., at which a collection will be taken for the 
Guild Restoration Fund. It has been found impossible 
to arrange for any communal tea, owing to rationing 
difficulties. Day tickets are. issued at a Cheap rate from 
all stations L.M .S. and G .W .R . to Oxford. It is hoped 
to get a representative gathering of members to meet, 
and show that the Guild is still alive in despite of the 
troublous times in which we are living. —  Richard T. 
Hibbert, Gen. Sec., 69, -York Road, Reading.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TION.— Southern Branch.— A meeting will be held at 
Little Comberton on Saturday, July 19th. Short service 
in Church at 5.30 p.m., followed by business meeting. 
The Schoolroom will be available from 4.30 p.m. and 
after the meeting for distribution of reports, payment of 
sffbscriptions, etc.— J. E. Newman, Branch Sec., Hin- 
ton-on-the-Green, Evesham. .

DEVONSHIRE GUILD. —  Aylesbea're Deanery 
Branch:— A meeting will be held at East Budleigh on 
Saturday, July 19th. Tower bells (6) available for silent 
practice from 3 p.m., also handbells. Service at 4.30 
p.m. Light refreshments at 5 p.rrf., followed by busi­
ness meeting. Those intending to be present kindly 
notify me not later than Monday, July 14th.— R. Brook, 
Hon. Sec., 3, Greatwood Terrace, Topsham.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Penistone on Saturday,. July 19th.

A room will be reserved at Bridge Hotel. Handbells 3 
p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Business meeting 6 p.m.,* followed 
by handbell practice. Those requiring tea must notify 
Mr. E. Brookes, Hall Lane, Hoylandswaine, nr. Shef­
field, not later than July 16th. All are welcome. —  D. 
Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, Chapel Street, Shafton, near 
Barnsley.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TIO N .— Northern Branch. —  Meeting for practice at 
Belbroughton ( d . v . )  Saturday, July 19th. Tower bells 
available for silent practice from 3 p.m. Tea 5.15 p.m., 
handbells and usual evening arrangements.— Bernard C. 
Ashford, Sec., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. —  Lough­
borough District.— A meeting will be held at W ood- 
house Eaves on Saturday, July 19th. Handbells at 
church from 3 p.m. Other arrangements as usual. Mr. 
H. G. Haynes, 31, Main Street, Woodhouse Eaves, 
Loughborough, is trying to arrange tea for any who 
notify him by Wednesday previous. —  A. E. Rowley, 
Hon. Sec., Hyom, Penistone Street, Ibstock.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Tonbridge Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Tonbridge oh Satur­
day, July 26th. Serviee in church at 4 o ’clock. Tea 
at the Carlton Cafe, Is. 3d. each, at 5 o ’clock. All those 
requiring tea must let Mr. J. Medhurst, 251, Shipbourne 
Road, Tonbridge, know by Thursday, July 24th. Bus- 
ness meeting after tea. One very important item is to 
elect a new district secretary. Subscriptions for 1941 
can be paid at this meeting. —  T. Saunders, Peckham 
Bush, Paddock Wood, Kent.

H A N D B E L L S  W A N T E D .
W A N TE D , set of 9 to 12 ; any key.— Write, W . J. 

Chester, Hales Hall, Market Drayton, Salop.

S T . M A R Y -L E -B O W .
THE DESTROYED RING OF TWELVE.

Recently the ‘ Star ’ had the following paragraph oil Bow bells. 
The statement that they will be lighter should be received with re­
serve, for obviously many things in reconstruction will depend on 
circumstances which cannot now be foreseen.

‘ When Bow bells ring again their tone will not be the same. The 
bells will be smaller.

‘ Some of them were broken when they crashed from the church 
tower in Cheapside after a jecent City “  blitz.”

‘ Pieces of them are scattered at the foot of the tower. These arc 
to be salvaged and kept until the bells can be recast.

* Two of the treble bells, caught up in the tower-girders, are in­
tact.’

‘ Bow Church itself will have to be rebuilt. The tower, though in­
tact, will need a good deal of repair.’

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established ISO years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE W0RK8, CRANTHAM

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FOR N EW  CLO CK S, C H IM E  A D D ITIO N S , REPAIRS 
OR R EP A IN TIN G  O F DIAL8.
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The Central Council Publications
TO  B E O B T A IN E D  P O ST  FREE /  

fr o m  th e  
R ev. E. S . P O W E L L , S ta v e r to n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n try

d.
9

_ COLLECTION OF PEALS-Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble
Dominated Methods) ......................... ' ..................................

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and 
Double Oxford Bob) ... ... ...............................................

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section HI. (Double Norwich) ... 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the abore collection*
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ................................
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B............................
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF 

BELLS .................  ........................................ ..................
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ..........

Cambridge Surprise Major .................
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court
Bristol Surprise Major .........................

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEQINNER8 ............... ..
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ........................................
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New 

Edition) ................................  .................................................... ..

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ BOPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; ISO pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd. ■ second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

• STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STBDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touohes and peals, and proof and composition.

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; seoond edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
* SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by ths late Rev. O. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
Mils MARGARET E, SNOWDON
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B rid g e , U lv e rsto n , L an ce

P U B L IC A T IO N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ £)th thousand, 6|d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe 'and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE: MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7 jd . each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob..

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(8 oopies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 /2  (6 copies for 6 / - ) .
O b t a ln s b ls  o n ly  p o s t  f r e e  f r o m  R e v .’ I ,  s .  P O W E L L , 

I t a v w t o n  V I o a r M s ,  n e a r  D a v s n tr y .

I‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES
NOTED FOR EA8Y HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
E a t. 1 8 2 0  . ■ _ T e l. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD cropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

O * ™ *  y o u r  B ell R o p ea  n o w , b e f o r e  p H o s s  in o r e a s e ,  
P r e -w a r  q u a lity , a n d  s e n d  u s  y o u r  o ld  B ell R o p e s  

f o r  r e p a ir *  w h ils t  n o t  in u s e .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M A T S  A N D  B EL L M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL MKSTAKD la Solid Silver

Diameter 2}in 21tn. 3iia, 3iin , tin. <Jiii. ain. &Hn 
Price 1 8 /e  2 2 /8  28/8 3 3 /8  4 2 / -  8 2 /8  8 7 /8  78/C

The 5in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E . R U S S E L L  and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world./

J o h n  S m ith  &  S o n s , M id la n d  Cloofc W o r k s ,  
D e r b y , L td .

H e a d  O ffice  a n d  W o r k s , Q u e e n  S t . ,  D e rb y
T el. N o. D E R B Y  4 S S 8 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice F ret

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Pubhahed by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 

Buildings. London, 1.0.4.
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T H E  IN S U R A N C E  O F  B E L L S .
A resolution of considerable interest was passed at the 

recent annual meeting of the Kent County Association, 
which discussed the liability for the replacement of bells 
damaged or destroyed by enemy action. The motion put 
forward the view that, as the Government had ordered 
church bells to be rung in any area where enemy troops 
may land from the air, churches had become military 
objectives, and therefore any damage arising from the 
war should be made good by the Government. Copies 
of the resolution are to be sent to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and the Bishops, Archdeacons and members 
of Parliament in the county of Kent. By this means it 
will be brought to the notice of those who can make 
themselves heard in the councils of State, and an even 
wider influence might be exerted if other associations 
would follow upon the same lines.

There is a great deal to be said in favour of such ac- 
i  tion. As far as is at present known, the Government 

have undertaken only to restore the fabric of such 
churches as may be damaged by the enemy, leaving the 
churches to cover by insurance the loss of the furnishing 
and other contents, which, of course, includes the bells. 
This may, for the most part, be an equitable arrange­
ment, but the bells are on a different footing. They are 
reserved for a military purpose, as no other kind of 
church property is reserved, and as they have, so to 
speak, been acquired by the military, their replacement 
should be the responsibility of the Government if it' hap­
pens that they suffer at enemy hands. If the restoration 
of the fabric of the church, in the event of damage, is to 
be the business of the nation, the bells, which to all in­
tents and purposes are temporarily military property, 
ought also to be a charge on national funds. W e hope, 
therefore, that other associations will take the matter up 
with their Bishops and Members of Parliament.

Until the Government undertakes this responsibility, 
however, ringers in their respective parishes should make 
every effort to secure the proper insurance of the bells. 
There is increasing evidence that in many parishes a 
totally inadequate sum is provided for their replacement. 
W e know of one instance where a ring of twelve bells has 
been included in a policy at £ 200. It is true that the 
insurance rates are high, and that the parish in question 
is not a wealthy one, but to value the bells at such a 
figure is farcical; the amount will hardly provide one de­
cent sized bell at the price which is likely to rule after 
the war. W e  have heard of other cases almost on a par 
with this, and in every parish where there is a ring of 
bells it should be the business of ringers not only to in- 

<Continued on page 338.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most Important Clocks 

In the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

‘ THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie id  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

And a t  9 ,  A delph i C h a m b e r s , S h a k e sp e a r e  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 ,  C a rv e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h effie ld .

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name o f  your Association engraved 

— as Illustration.

?ct. H A L L  M A R K E D  G O L D  . .  45/- 
IA L L  M AR K E D  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G IL T  O R W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/- 

N am es or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 
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GEO. STACEY, S l,“  '-
Exact size 6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
‘ M ETHOD SPLICIN G ,’ price 1/3 (post free) 

from * The Ringing World ’ Office, 
LO W ER  PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

E ST A B L ISH E D  1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope a nd  Clock Rope 

M a nu fa cturer,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

quire into what has been done but to make the strongest 
representations to secure adequate insurance against a 
total loss, for it must not be forgotten that partial dam­
age will only be paid for proportionately.

Another point to be borne in mind, and one which is 
of no little importance, is that, if eventually the Govern­
ment can be persuaded to take over the restoration of 
enemy damaged bells, it is more than likely that they will 
limit their liability to the amount for which the bells are 
now covered by insurance, and they would be justified in 
basing the compensation upon a church’s own valuation 
of its property. Whether or not the Government takes 
over the responsibility of the bells, however, it is the 
business of church authorities to see that they are forth­
with sufficiently covered by insurance. It is easy to say 
that, taken by and large, the risk of damage to churches 
in all but target areas is small. Fortunately it is, but 
events have proved that even the most isolated places 
suffer with the rest, and incendiary bombs, blindly scat­
tered by an enemy aircraft, may do almost irreparable 
damage. Bells are among the things that can be re­
placed, but that will not happen, at any rate in full de­
gree, in those parishes where the church authorities have 
failed to include an adequate sum in their insurance 
policy. It is different, of course, where the bells have 
been dismantled and removed to a place of safety; in such 
cases it is logical to minimise the risk, but instances of 
this kind are comparatively rare. How many rings of 
bells have been damaged or destroyed we do not know, 
but there are still thousands of peals hanging in situ in 
the towers of this country. It is the duty of the church 
authorities to see that they are adequately insured, and 
ringers should do their utmost to see that this is done, 
because, as we have said, even if the Government does 
eventually take over the liability, it is almost certain to 
be on the basis of the current insured value.

H A N D B E L L  P E A L S .
BUSHEY, HERTFORDSHIRE.

THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
O h  Monday, July 7. 1941, in One Hour and Fifty-Nine Minutes,

A t  t h e  R o y a l  M a s o n ic  Ju n io r  S c h o o l ,
A P E A L  O F  M IN O R , 5040 C H A N G E S )

Being seven 720’s, one each of Single and Double Court, Reverse Bob 
and Double Bob, Kent and Oxford Treble Bob and Plain Bob. 

Tenor size 15 in C.
•E d w in  A . B a r n e t t  .............. 1-2 | ’ Joh n  E . S pice  .......................  3 .4

C h r is t o p h e r  W .  W o o l l b y  5-6
Conducted bY C h r i s t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y .

* First peal of Minor in seven methods. First peal on handbells by 
the ringer of 3-4, who was elected a member of the association before 
starting.

BUSHEY, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Friday, July 11th, 1941, in Two Hours and Twenty-Four M inutes, 
A t  t h b  R o y a l  M a s o n ic  J u n io r  S c h o o l ,

A PEAL O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  BOB MAJOR,  SOM C HA N GE S )  
Tenor size 15 in C.

C h r is t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  1-2 I E d w in  A. B a r n e t t  .............  5-6
•Jo h n  E . S pice  .......................  3-4 | E r n e s t  C . S . T u r n e r .............. 7-8
Composed by W . S. C o u r t .  Conducted by C h r is .  W . W o o l l e y .

* First handbell peal of Major.

A  ‘ M I N O R ’ S U C C E S S .
At 43, Grendon Gardens, Wembley Park, Middlesex, on Sunday 

evening, June 29th, a ‘ Minor ’ success was achieved by the following 
wild rang 720 Bob Minor in 20 minutes: R. G. Spears (first 720 ‘ in 
hand ’ ) 1-2, R. W. Darvill (first 720 ‘ in hand ’ ) 34, E. B. Hartley 
(first 720 ‘ in hand ’ as conductor) 5-6.
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T H E  G O O D  O L D  D A Y S .’
M O R E R E M IN ISC E N C E S.

Peal Attempts Recalled.
Like most ringers, I have had to live in the past for a full year, 

and occasionally there oocur to me some episodes which may be 
interesting both to those who shared them to recall, to remind them 
of happier days, and interesting perhaps to others as well.

I wonder if Jim Davis remembers the occasion at St. Magnus the 
Martyr when no steeplekeeper came to let us in, so Jim went to the 
churchwarden, who kept the public-house opposite, to see whether he 
had a key to the tower. He had not, but did we think we could 

ick the lock? We thought that would be possible, and one of the 
and, who came from North Shields, disappeared down a nearby 

alley, returning very soon with a crowbar. That peal was rung, out 
the steeplekeeper’s reactions are not known, for afterwards we all 
had urgent business elsewhere.

Jim may remember, too, an attempt at St. Stephen’s, Rochester 
Row. There the gas was turned off at the main, and as the evenings 
were drawing in we wasted some time endeavouring the find, where 
to turn it on. This being unavailing, we started for the peal. It 
grew darker and darker until all that could be seen through a kind 
of cage in the tower was the white shirt sleeves of the ringers opposite. 
This made little difference in Double Norwich and we duly reached 
the last course. Success was in sight—then someone missed his sally, 
and another peal joined the great majority.

In those days the only hope of completing a peal at Leeds in Kent 
was by a liberal application of lard and castor oil beforehand. This 
was not always easy to do, as the steeplekeeper viewed such pro­
ceedings with deep suspicion so that it was customary for some of 
the band to take him down to the ‘ George ’ while the work was in 
progress.

A PEAL INTERLUDE.
On one occasion 1 was assisting Jim and Fred Holden with the 

greasing when the latter called over, ‘ If the old so and so could see 
us now he would have a fit.’

Then came a voice from the doorway, ‘ Yes, the old so and so is 
looking at you.’ We had not been quick enough.

One Bank Holiday we were ringing a peal of Stedman Caters at 
Maidstone, where the ninth was particularly bad going.

At that time there was living in Maidstone a formerly very pro­
minent ringer who offered to come up to relieve Jim for a short time 
if necessary. He arrived about half-way through the peal, and as it 
was a warm morning and Jim, to quote his own words, ‘ didn’t believe 
in killing himself,’ gave over his rope and went down, Jack Cheesman 
saying as he passed, ‘ Don’t  be away long.1

Now the ringing was good, so what was more natural than that 
he should go a short distance away to listen. He found an ideal 
spot where, by good fortune, refreshment was also to be obtained, and 
so lingered awhile. Then in came a man evidently rather displeased 
with life, for said he, ‘ What they can see in kicking up that blank 
blank row since seven o’clock this morning I don’t know.’

Jim, therefore, considered it wise to return, and it was as well he 
did, for although he had been away for three courses only, his deputy 
was on the point of collapse. However, the peal was duly rung and 
we saw no more of our eleventh man, but he left a rather large bill 
for us to settle at the ‘ Globe * for beer which he had consumed.

When Jim Bennett was a sergeant-major in ihe Marines he arranged 
many peals at Chatham, where the church adjoins the barracks.

We came down after one of these and were met outside by a 
marine, who enquired for the head ringer. We felt that here was a 
situation that required diplomatic treatment and said that we were 
all visitors, but would pass any message on. He gave us the message,
* The Adjutant presents his compliments and asks if you will let him 
know when the next competition takes place.*

LOCKED IN A CATHEDRAL.
Diplomacy was in evidence, too, after a peal at Quex Park. It was 

customary after these events for the band to be shown round the 
museum at the house. Then the question would normally be asked,
* And what do you think of our little bells?’ which normally brought 
some complimentary reply. But on one occasion Joe Sykes was there, 
and he answered, ‘ They are the finest peal of twelve I have ever 
heard for their uceight.’ (Surfleet in those days was a peal of ten.)

A few years ago we rang a peal at Canterbury Cathedral. One of 
the local ringers was supposed to let us out after the peal — the 
Cathedral by that time being closed. However, he did not arrive and 
our train went without us. There was another—the last—an hour 
later, but as time went on our prospects of catching it grew less and 
less. It looked like spending the night in the Cathedral, but mean­
while someone had groped his way down the nave to the main door, 
and by knocking and rattling attracted the attention of the watchman 
on Christ’s Gate, who informed the vergeK We just caught our train, 
but three of the band were unable to get farther than London that 
night

About twenty years ago our bells were rehung, and when they were 
to be rededicated the then Rector insisted that he should be the first 
to sound them after the dedicatory prayers, after which we were to 
ring a short touch. In vain did we try to explain that if he were 

(Continued in next column.)

S T . M A R T IN  S G U IL D .
C O N T IN U IT Y  OF M E E T IN G S .

The Vacant Mastership.
A quarterly meeting of St. Martin’s Guild for the Diocese of 

Birmingham was held on Saturday, July 5th, at the Guild’s head­
quarters, The Tamworth Arms, Moor Street. As all visiting ringers 
to Birmingham well know, the Guild’s meeting room is ideal both 
from the business point of view and the social side which usually 
follows. But on a Saturday afternoon in perfect July weather much 
leasanter places in the lovely countryside around Birmingham would 
ave been preferred, such as, for instance, Solihull, Knowle, Hampton- 

in-Arden or Sutton Coldfield.
In normal times it would have been at one of these places that the 

meeting would have taken place and the bells would have pealed out 
over lull and dale. Later, tea, consisting of boiled ham and roast 
beef with green salad and all sorts of cakes, would have been par­
taken of, and, after further ringing, in all probability a convivial 
hour would have been enjoyed in the local hostelry before returning 
home. But these are not normal times, and so the meeting was in 
Birmingham, and The Tamworth Arms had to be specially opened for 
the purpose, otherwise it would have remained closed, for all forms of 
refreshment had been entirely 6old out. In spite of this, however, and 
the fact that there was no ringing on the tower bells, quite a good 
number attended the meeting, including several visitors from Coventry, 
Cheltenham, etc.

The short business meeting was presided over by the Ringing 
Master, Mr. Frank Haynes. Apologies were announced from Cclr.
A. Paddon Smith, Mr. Albert Walker and Mr. E. T. Allaway.

The election of a new Master to succeed the late Alderman J. S. 
Pritchett was discussed, and it was proposed by the chairman that 
this be left over until the annual meeting in January next.

In seconding the resolution, Mr. G. F. Swann suggested that the 
office of Master should be more or less on similar lines to that existing 
in the College Youths Society.

The resolution, on being put to the meeting, was carried unani­
mously.

There were no new members proposed, but before the party 
dispersed one of the visitors expressed a desire to be proposed at the 
next meeting.

A suggestion that the next quarterly meeting be dispensed with 
did not meet with favour, and Mr. G. F. Swann proposed that this 
be held as usual on the first Saturday in October at a tower within 
easy reach of the city, and that, if possible, a tea be arranged.

This was seconded by Mr. A. Morris and supported by Mr. G. E. 
Feam, who also made the point that it would be a pity to break 
the continuity of the quarterly meetings.

The Chairman also supported the resolution and stated that the 
present meeting proved the usefulness of these gatherings. He took 
the opportunity of thanking the visitors, Messrs. W. Williams and 
W. Yeend, of Cheltenham, H. E. Sibley, C. H. Webb and son, from 
Stoke-in-Coventry, for their presence.

Mr. John Jaggar reported that he had visited Mr. James George 
at Quinton Hall during the past week. He was not very well, as he 
was suffering from the effects of a fall. He, however, wished to be 
remembered to all his old friends of the St. Martin’s Guild.

The secretary (Mr. T. H. Reeves) announced that, with the approval 
of the officers of the Guild, Mr. Walker had removed to a place of 
safety in the country all the old peal books and records belonging 
to the Guild, and had made arrangements that by due notice these 
could be inspected if required. This action was approved and Mr. 
Walker thanked for his services.

This concluded the business. The handbells were then brought into 
service and several good touches were brought round, in which the 
visitors took part. Messrs. C. H. Webb and his son,- -w(ith Mr. E. 
Mansell, delighted the company with their tune ringing.

* T H E  GOOD O L D  D A Y S .'
(Continued from previous column.) 

co sound the bell it would have to be down, whereas when we rang it 
must be up. We found a solution. At that time the belfry was 
open to the church with a low iron screen for protection, the opening 
being covered by curtains. To the ironwork we tied an old rope, the 
end nanging down into the church. And at the appropriate moment 
the Rector tugged the rope, someone pulled the treole off for a couple 
of whole pulls; and then off we went into rounds. Thus everyone 
was satisfied.

The fact that the belfry was open to the church was not, however, 
always a blessing. Once we had rung over two hours for a peal of 
Norfolk, when the treble ringer suddenly set his bell, to the astonish­
ment of the rest of the band. The reason? Well, during the peal 
someone was effecting repairs in the church and making quite a lot 
of noise, and the treble ringer thought one particularly loud bang 
was the conductor calling ‘ Stand.* I do not remember what was 
said to the workman, but at all events the latter never completed the 
job. He went straight to the Rector, drew his wages and disappeared.
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T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL .
(Continued from page 328.)

TH E COLLECTION OF MINOR M ETHODS.
In 1907 the Methods Committee issued the first ‘ Col­

lection of Doubles, Minor and Triples Methods.’ On the 
whole, that book has had a greater influence on the 
development of the art of change ringing than any other 
publication of modern times. It directly led to the expan­
sion of six bell ringing, it made spliced ringing possible, 
and it indirectly led to the great advance in the Major 
methods. Nominally the work of the committee, it 
actually was entirely the work of Law James, and it re­
flects his characteristics both in its good qualities and its 
many deficiencies. The idea of publishing an exhaustive 
collection of all the Minor methods which conform to the 
new standards was his. He was not the first man to 
think of working them out by using a pre-arranged sys­
tem of places; the possibility of doing so had been men­
tioned long before by Heywood, but he was the first to 
turn a rather casual suggestion to practical use. Now 
that it is done it seems the obvious thing to do, but it 
was by no means obvious then, nor is it any serious 
reproach that other people discovered he had omitted 
a group of half a dozen methods. His proof reading, 
too, was excellent (if it was his) and there is not a single 
typographical mistake in the book.

But, beyond working out and arranging the methods, 
Law James had very little idea of what a good collection 
should be. He sent the figures to Davies to be printed 
without any preface or introduction, and had to supply 
one at the last minute.

I have said that the book was solely his work. In­
deed, he made no pretence of consulting the committee, 
and several features both of commission and omission 
gave a good deal of offence. He was at the time in­
terested in a particular extension of Superlative Major 
to Royal and Maximus, and, carrying out the idea, he 
introduced a mongrel six-bell method which he named 
Superlative Minor. That called forth a strong protest 
from John Carter, who threatened to refuse to allow the 
book to go forth with his name on the title page. In 
pursuance of another idea James excluded Reverse Bob.

Nothing was said about the proper bobs and singles 
to be used, and no compositions were given.

The methods were published without names except in 
the case of those which had already appeared in standard 
text books. In several instances the naming of these 
latter was inaccurate and occasionally perverse. It was, 
for instance, merely provoking unnecessary hostility to 
label new variations College Single and Canterbury 
Pleasure just for the sake of telling the people who rang 
the old variations that they were wrong.

W hy the bulk of the methods were not named I do 
not know. It may have been that it never occurred to 
James that they needed names, or it may have been a 
deliberate act on his part. The committee had no say 
in the matter. Had it been^ thoroughly discussed the 
Exercise might have been saved a good deal of trouble, 
inconvenience, and misunderstanding which lasted down 
to quite recent years. Perhaps it was as well that he did 
not attempt to do the naming, for his taste in such 
matters was not a very sound one. He tried to justify 
the omission afterwards by the assertion that the Exer­
cise recognised the exclusive right of the band who first 
rang a method to give it a name. No such right exists

or ever has existed. Any band or any person can call 
anything what he pleases^ but he cannot compel anyone 
else to accept his names. The names of methods have 
been given in a variety of ways, as the names of other 
things have been given, and there is no rule but that 
of convenience and common sense.

To support his opinion James appealed to a passage 
in Jasper Snowdon’s ‘ Treatise on Treble Bob,’ where, 
on the authority of the ‘ Clavis,’ he says that, when the 
Union Scholars had rung the first peal of Treble Bob 
Major in 1 718 , ‘ in accordance with a custom prevailing 
at the time the Society called the method after their own 
name— Union Treble Bob— as they considered themselves 
entitled to do by reason of their being the first company 
who accomplished a peal in the method.’

There can hardly have been a ‘ custom ’ in this matter 
for it was the only peal which, so far, had been rung in 
any method other than Grandsire and Plain Bob.

The actual words in the ‘ Clavis ’ are as follows: ‘ It 
is remarkable that when a new system is first broached, 
and several companies are contending for the first peal, 
the successful champions generally claim the privilege 
of giving it a name.’ The authors did not, however, 
accept the claim, for they go on to say, ‘ Allowing every 
set or body of men that merit which is their due, we may 
venture to affirm that whoever was in possession of a 
lead of treble bob on six could certainly be at no loss or 
find much difficulty in producing that on eight, ten or 
twelve bells.’

The number of instances in early days where com­
panies gave new names to methods after they had rung 
the first peal is actually very small, and the names have 
as a rule not been accepted by the Exercise generally.

Oxford Treble Bob Major was for a long time usually 
called Union Bob in London, but less frequently so in the 
country. The Cumberland Youths were the society who 
most claimed the supposed right. They rang Real 
Double Bob Major and called it Cumberland Bob, and 
Real Double Grandsire Cinques and called it Cumberland 
Cinques. Grandsire Major and Kent Treble Bob Major, 
Royal and Maximus, they also called after their own 
name; but in all cases the Exercise declined to accept 
their naming.

A better reason for leaving the Minor methods un­
named was that it would be an inducement to bands to 
practise them if the first to ring a 720 could call it what 
they pleased. That did some good, but in the event the 
plan of leaving the methods unnamed was proved to be 
a mistake.

So far as the ‘ Collections of Methods ’ are concerned 
there is only one thing that really matters, and that is 
the general convenience of the Exercise. The only use 
of a name is for purposes of identification. If it is 
necessary at all it is necessary in a book. The incon­
venience and trouble directly caused by the omission of 
the names from the first Minor collection were so great 
that the committee decided that they would never again 
be responsible for a similar thing and when the ‘ Collec­
tion of Plain Major Methods ’ appeared names were sup­
plied. It was received with general approval, or at least 
without the slightest adverse criticism.

HUGHENDEN.—On Tuesday, June 24th, a quarter-peal of Plain 
Bob Major (1,280 changes) in 40 minutes: H. fWingrove (conductor) 
1-2, Pte. R. Biggs (first quarter-peal in the method on handbells) 3-4, 
Miss D. R. Fletcher 5-6, R. Lee 7-8. Rung after an unsuccessful at­
tempt for a peal arranged for Pte. R. Biggs, who was home on 
leave.
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NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
THE INSURANCE OP BELLS.

A meeting of the North Staffordshire Association was held at Stone 
on Saturday week, when 25 ringers and friends from Hanley, Stoke- 
on-Trent, Stone and Newcastle-under-Lyme sat down to tea at the 
Falcon Hotel.

Although little time was given to handbell ringing, the meeting 
was very enjoyable. A vote of thanks to the Rector (the Rev. H. 
Lee) and the ringers for the very great welcome they had given to 
the visitors, and to Mr. H. Proctor, of the Falcon Hotel (also a 
ringer of Stone) for the use of rooms was proposed by Mr. C. H. 
Page and seconded by Mr. A. D. Steel.

The hon. secretary said that there was a balance in hand of 4s. Id. 
from the fourth annual dinner. This was very satisfactory, as only 
23 attended.

The secretary asked all towers in the association to let him know 
whether their church councils were insuring the bells against enemy 
action. In case they are not, he intends to write to their town 
councils to ask if they would do so, since the bells are closely attached 
to their civic functions.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.
DEATH OF A VICE-PRESIDENT.

A meeting of the East Grinstead and District Guild was held in the 
Church Room, Hartfield, on Saturday, June 21st, when members at­
tended from Hartfield, Coleman’s Hatch, Tunbridge Wells, Lamber- 
hurst, Uckfield and Wadhurst. Mr. A. Ryman presided over the 
business meeting, and referred to the Guild’s great loss in the death 
of the Rev. H. A. James, Rector of Hartfield. He was, said the 
chairman, one of the Guild’s most enthusiastic vice-presidents. He 
always took great interest in their activities and made all ringers 
welcome when they visited Hartfield.

The secretary (Mr. C. A. Bassett) was instructed to write a letter 
of condolence to Mrs. James. It was also unanimously decided that 
a donation of one guinea be made to the fund being raised to pro­
vide an annuity for Mrs. James.

The question of future meetings \*as discussed. The secretary said 
that he thought it was time members in the western part of the 
Guild’s area had a meeting arranged for them. Balcombe was 
therefore selected, the meeting to be arranged as soon as possible. 
It was also decided to try and fit in another meeting, probably at 
Wadhurst, before the end of August.

This concluded the business, and the rest of the time available 
was pleasantly spent in handbell ringing.

W E D D IN G  OF B E R G H  A P T O N  R IN G E R .
The marriage took place on Saturday, July 12th, at Rockland St. 

Mary’s Church, of Miss Winifred Ethel Jordan and Mr. Herbert 
Charles Boggis, of Bergh Apton, Norfolk. The Rev. A. St. J. Heard, 
Rector of Bergh Apton, officiated, assisted by the Rev. G. Dawson, 
Rector of Rockland St. Mary.

The Bergh Apton ringers rang touches on the handbells in church 
and afterwards at the reception in the Village Hall.

As the bride and bridegroom left the church 6ix of the bridegroom’s 
lady pupils formed a guard of honour with handbells. Mr. Boggis 
has been leader of the Bergh Apton company since its formation in 
1955, and it is largely due to his efforts and patience that Bergh 
Apton now has 21 members in the Norwich Diocesan Association.

Among the many presents was a suitably engraved silver bell ink­
stand from the Bergh Apton ringers. It was greatly regretted that 
the members serving with the Forces were unable to be present.

E A R L Y  M E M O R IE S .
A VILLAGE CURFEW.

I was strolling through the meadows one summer evening in a real 
glimmering landscape when the last rowing boats were returning to 
their hired mooring places and the pleasure steamer was gliding down 
the river on its last daily trip, when in the quietness of that evening 
a bell sounded out from the village church which nestled among the 
trees on the rising ground. For ten minutes it spoke and then ceased. 
The curfew, I thought, and after the clock struck eight first one and 
then each of the'other bells rang out for a minute or so and stopped. 
Then they all spoke out together, slowly, yet steadily, they seemed 
to strike, and clearly too. I counted them—six bells—and I observed 
there was a pause in the striking which seemed to give some effect. 
(How one does hate to hear bells leading without making the proper 
pause at hand stroke.)

I listened intently and was attracted by the changing order of their 
striking. 213465 was different to 123456; then 124365 was again dif­
ferent; and again they changed to 214365. The next change, I 
thought, must be made in some manner, but I could not follow it 
further; it was too much after the third change for me to pick up, 
but I still listened to the repeated permutations.

Since then I have rung in peals from Minor to Maximus and in 
methods up to London Surprise. I have rung with the best ringers 
in the country. I have even called peals; but my mind goes back to 
that village church where I saw the cattle grazing and where the 
countryman plodded his way home after his daily toil. And in the 
waning twilight those bells spoke messages which are more impressed 
on mv memory than all the elaborate methods I have rung in. H. D.

I
1

LOUGHBOROUGH

T H E

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS



‘J  342 T H E  R IN G I N G  W O R L D . J u ly  18th , 1941.

MEABS & 
8TAINBANK,

F o u n d ry  
E sta b lish e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12th year 
of reign of 

Elizabeth).

J B e llfo u n d e rs  &  
IB e l l  H a n g e r s ,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDOH, E.1.

Telephone B is h o p s g a te  8 8 4 9

B E L F R Y  G O S S IP .
We were pleased to notice lately that the damage caused by air 

raids to Wren’s beautiful little church of St. Stephen’s, Walbrook, 
though large, is not so bad as we feared at first. Repairs are being 
done and it is hoped that services can be resumed in the not far 
distant future. The bell in the steeple, which survived the great 
fire of 1666, is, we understand, safe.

The meeting of the Sherwood Youths, wThich had been arranged 
for July 26th at Vernon House, Friar Lane, Nottingham, has been 
postponed.

One of the earliest peals of Kent Treble Bob Royal was rung at 
Leeds in Yorkshire on July 15th, 1830. It was then called New 
Treble Bob Royal. The first peal in the method had been rung some 
years before at Leeds in Kent.

The opening peal on the twelve bells at St. Chad’s, Shrewsbury, 
was rung by the College Youths on July 18tli, 1798. An account of 
this appeared some months ago in our columns.

Next Sunday is the twenty-ninth anniversary of a performance 
which, though it was only Grandsire Triples, was one of the mile­
stones in the history of the Exercise. On July 20tli, 1912, eight ladies 
rang a peal o f Grandsire Triples at Christ Church, Cubitt Town, 
Poplar. The conductor was, of course, Mrs. Fletcher, Miss Edith K. 
Parker she was then. The Ladies’ Guild was not founded until the 
following October.

Fifty years ago to-day four peals were rung. One was Grandsire 
Triples, one Stedman Triples, one Stedman Caters, and one Kent 
Treble Bob Major.

SH E R B O R N E  A B B E Y  R E C A ST  T E N O R .
4 6  o w t .  O q r .  5  lb .

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

HANDBELLS
in sets of any number.

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES, &c.

T H E  L A T E  M R . G E O R G E  L A D D .
PROPOSED MEMORIAL AT PINCHBECK.

It lias been decided to provide in the Lincolnshire church of Pinch­
beck, with which he was connected all his life, a memorial to the 
late Mr. George Ladd. Committees of the Pinchbeck Parish Church 
Council and the Elloe Deaneries Branch of the Lincoln Diocesan Guild 
have jointly decided to furnish the side altar of Pinchbeck Church 
with brass altar furniture (cross, candlesticks and vases) and to place 
a mural bell metal tablet in the tower. Not only was Mr. Ladd secre­
tary of the Elloe Deaneries Branch for 30 years, but had a large circle 
of ringing, friends throughout the Lincoln Guild, of which he was 
one of the foundation members. His friends will be glad of the 
opportunity of providing a permanent memorial to one who did so 
much for ringing in the county and dioc^e. They should send their 
contributions either to Mr. Rupert Richardson (Master of the Guild), 
Glyn Garth, Surfleet, Spalding, or Mr. Allen Richardson (hon. secre­
tary of the Elloe Deaneries Branch), Glen Side, Pinchbeck, Spalding.

Mr. Ladd died suddenly on October 31st last, at the age of 74 years. 
He was born in Pinchbeck and had lived there all his life. He had 
been a ringer for 55 years and churchwarden for 20 years. He was 
one of the very few remaining members who attended the inaugural 
meeting in the Chapter House at Lincoln Cathedral in 1899 when 
the Lincoln Diocesan Guild was formed. During the 30 years that 
he so faithfully filled the office of secretary of the Elloe Deaneries 
Branch of the Guild he did not miss a single meeting. He was one 
of the prime movars in securing the augmentation of Pinchbeck bells 
from six to eight and was captain o f  Pinchbeck band for nearly 
40 years.

I S A A C  G E O R G E  S H A D E .
To-morrow is the fifteenth anniversary of the death of Isaac George 

Shade, who met his death in a tragic manner by being knocked down 
by a motor-car in the Blackheath Road on his way home from a ring­
ing practice at St. Botolph’s, Bishopsgate, on July 19th, 1926.

Isaac Shade was one of the best known ringers of his day, and at 
the time of his death had rung more peals than anyone else except 
William Pye. His total, 1,450, has since been exceeded by Messrs. 
George R. Pye, George Williams and Frank Bennett.

Isaac Shade’s peal list was remarkable not only for quantity but 
for quality too. For many years he was one of the band which 
centred round the leadership of William Pye, and he stood in many of 
the outstanding performances of that great ringer. Among them were 
the 18,027 Stedman Caters at Loughborough in 1909. the 15,072 Double 
Norwich Major at Erith in 1899, and the 15,264 Bristol Surprise 
at Hornchurch in 1912. Of his peals. 276 were Superlative Surprise 
Major, 133 London Surprise Major, 237 Stedman Triples, 88 Bristol 
Surprise Major and the same number of Stedman Cinques.

He was one pf those rare men to whom change ringing was more 
than a hobby or a recreation. It was the one passion of his life 
without which he could scarcely have existed. For many years he 
belonged to the band at St. Alphage’s, the Parish Church of Green­
wich, where his father had been a ringer before him. The service of 
the two covered a period not much short of a century. St. Alphage’s 
is one of the churches which have been practically destroyed in the 
air raids on London.

Isaac George Shade was 75 years old when he was killed.
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O X F O R D  U N I V E R S IT Y  S O C IE T Y .
A Y E A R  OF PR O G R ESS.

Ladies in Membership.
The academic year which has just ended, although the second of 

the war, and the first of a total ban on tower-bell ringing, has been 
one of the most successful yet experienced by the O.U.S.C.R. The 
reason for this is that up to last June, unlike the Cambridge Univer­
sity Guild, the society concentrated on tower-bell ringing. Now few 
men are at a university for more than three years (and then only 
for half each year), and there are so many distractions at Oxford 
that unless a member was very keen, or a ringer before coming up, 
it took the full three years before he was much good. Consequently, 
except for a few peak periods, the society was rarely able to manage 
more than Grandsire Doubles. With the imposition of the ban, the 
society had, perforce, to turn to handbells, which it liad before used 
only for teaching the rudiments of change ringing, and progress has 
been far more rapid in this direction.

Last October, about four active old members were still up, but of 
these, only one was a double-handed handbell ringer. Recruits were 
obtained and practices started; in these early stages, the assistance 
of Miss Cross, who has always been ready to help, and who has enter­
tained members of the society on many occasions, and of Gerry 
Bromley, a past member and a blind ringer, was invaluable. Gradually 
a system or teaching was evolved, the main principle of which is to 
make the beginner ring two handbells almost from the start. This 
system has been very successful; for instance, one beginner rang a 
course of Bob Major on 1-2 after only five practices, and understood 
what she was doing.

Some idea of the work done may be gleaned from the following 
facts. During the year, twenty to thirty undergraduates in all have 
been members at various times, and all of these could at least ring 
1-2 or 7-8 to courses of Grandsire Triples; many of these have dropped 
out, as always happens with would-be ringers, but at least they now 
know something about the Exercise. Some 15 of these advanced far 
enough to ring 1-2 or 7-8 to Bob Major, and at the end of the year 
the O.U.S.C.R. included seven reasonably competent handbell ringers 
among its members. The general level of performance is shown by 
the fact that several well-struck courses of Grandsire Cinques have 
been rung

Permission was obtained for the removal of the clappers at New 
College, at the beginning of the year, and all recruits have been 
taught to handle a bell. No great stress has been laid on silent tower- 
bell ringing, however, as it was considered that extensive practice 
would probably do more harm than good, as far as ringing on open 
bells was concerned. The city ringers have practised on these bells, 
and the O.U.S.C.R., Oxford Society and the local branch of the 
Diocesan Guild are jointly bearing the cost of an electric striking 
apparatus, now being experimented with.

For the last three Sundays of the summer term, handbells were rung 
before evensong at St. Mary’s, the University Church. Plain courses 
of Grandsire Caters on a heavy ten in fairly slow time were brought 
round, and the effect on the congregation is perhaps indicated by the 
fact that the organist gave up his voluntary on one occasion, so 
that there might be more ringing. The O.U.S.C.R. has lost no oppor­
tunity of interesting laymen in change ringing, several lectures on 
campanology having been given to various other societies in the 
university.

The salient point of the society’s policy has thus been to introduce 
as many people as possible to the art of change ringing, and very 
good work has certainly been done in this direction. For this reason 
opportunities for intensive practice by a single band with a view to 
peal attempts have been strictly limited. Nevertheless, several such 
attempts have been made, the most successful being one for Bob 
Minor, which came to grief in the fifth 720. Two quarter-peals of 
Grandsire Doubles were scored and have been reported in ‘ The Ring­
ing World.’ Also, a quarter-peal of Bob Major was rung at New 
CoHege on Tuesday, June 24th, by W. L. B. Leese 1-2, Miss G. Mossop 
(first quarter-peal) 34, J. E. Spice (conductor) 5-6, Miss W. Laws 7-8. 
Miss Laws and Miss Mossop knew nothing whatever about ringing 
before last October.

War conditions permitting, next year should be even more suc­
cessful. Unfortunately, four of the best ringers will no longer be up, 
but with the nucleus left and the experience which has been gained, 
it is expected that another strong band will be built up. J. E. S.

L O N D O N  A N D  P R O V IN C I A L  C H U R C H E S .
To the Editor.

Sir,—Mr. J. E. Bailey says I have apparently made up my mind 
quite definitely that London churches are nothing like churches. And 
by quoting comparisons (which even Mr. Bailey himself does not 
attempt to dispute) I consider I have sufficiently substantiated my 
remarks. I rather suspect that Mr. Bailey is moved more by senti­
mentalism than he is by fundamental facts. Would he or Mr. Young 
like to write and tell me that any one of the London churches I have 
referred to (or the Parish Church, Daventry, which is like them) is 
equal to that of, sav, Melton Mowbray or Whiston in Northants? 
These are just humble village and town churches, but whose design 
is typical o f a true English church, and I again repeat there is no 
town hall or corn exchange appearance about them; they are designs 
to be admired and to be copied for the future. ‘ TOURIST.’

F IR E S  I N  C H U R C H  T O W E R S .
SUGGESTIONS FOR PREVENTION.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—The following has been sent to ‘ The Times,’ but was 

crowded out:—
As a ringer, my advice has been asked about the letter which Mr. 

W. A. Forsyth wrote to you, and you may perhaps allow me to 
supplement it

Most of his suggestions are costly and could be undertaken by few 
churches in war time, but there is a good deal which we can do now 
that will cost only a few shillings, or even nothing at all.

He suggests a> brick vault or concrete floor above the nave level. 
But this could easily be by-passed by the flames, if a door in the 
tower stairs happened to have been left open. It would cost nothing 
to see that every door is always kept locked. The keys should be in 
a bunch in the lowest door, so that anyone could go up at once in 
case of need. The tower itself should be kept locked from the church.

It may cost a few shillings to make all doors fit closely and to glaze 
the small stair windows; these should be protected by wire netting 
outside and a sandbag inside. All small openings and windows in the 
tower itself may be closed in the same way.

We now come to the great difficulty—the large windows at the top 
of the tower. If these can be bricked up inside the louvres, it should 
be done, and this will be a permanent improvement. For it has 
been found that a small opening high up, and exactly the same on 
each of the four sides, is quite sufficient, and, indeed, gives an im­
provement to the sound of the bells. This opening can.be left at the 
top of each of the windows, and for the present filled with a sandbag.

If, however, these windows cannot be bricked up, sheets of asbestos, 
or even of some kind of roofing felt, may be nailed on the louvres to 
stop the draught.

Unless the tower has been cleaned this year, it should at once be 
cleaned from top to bottom. This ought to be done every spring 
before birds begin to build their nests. Examination should then be 
made to see that all holes are still effectually closed, and that all 
wire netting is sound. This should be the strongest procurable.

It is remarkable how many inflammable things will be found stored 
away for years in towers. At the present time there are in different 
towers to my knowledge heaps of old hassocks, old cassocks, books, 
papers, broken seats, odd boards and many similar hoarded rubbish 
dumps.

Some towers I know of are full of birds’ nests. Others, especially 
small towers and fleehes, act as traps for the birds, and have many 
Of their dead bodies. It is difficult to credit the amount of dried 
sticks a pair of jackdaws will bring into a tower in a few days. This 
will make a trail o f tinder that would cause the building to be a 
fiery furnace in a very few minutes.

Whatever work is done to the tower it should be remembered that 
the tower is there to hold the bell or bells, and that the ring of bells 
is probably the most costly article in the church. Although the bottom 
of the tower is probably the strongest place in the church, the bells 
should not be taken down unless they can be well sandbagged or 
otherwise really protected: they are very easily cracked. In St. 
Clement Danes’ the historic peal was lowered to the floor at a cost of 
£200. This alone was no protection, and many of the bells have been 
broken to pieces by the falling masonry. Had the money been spent 
on isolating the tower, both it and the bells would probably now be 
saved; while the fire in the church might have been kept more under 
control. In Coventry Cathedral, in spite of the raging inferno in the 
rest of the building, "the tower was untouched, and the clock continued 
striking. Here the tower is connected with the rest of the structure 
by two small wooden doors, at the ground and high up; but these 
were kept shut and no fire reached the tower.

Besides old rubbish, inflammable stores are sometimes kept in the 
tower. It is quite usual to find the supply of burning oil kept under 
the stairs, together with brushes, dusters and many other old cloths. 
Nothing could be better arranged to turn a small fire into a disastrous 
one. In some towers I have to clamber over the coals to reach a 
short ladder to the ringing chamber. I have pointed out to several 
incumbents that a small expenditure would make the excellent stone 
stairs available, but nothing has been done. The first thing that 
anyone called in to advise should insist on is that all oil end fuel 
should be kept outside the church as soon as possible, and until then 
it should be kept as far from the tower as may be.

TJfford Rectory. HERBERT DRAKE.

THE LONG PEAL AT MOTTRAM.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I notice you refer in your paper to the long peal, 
16,800 changes of Kent Treble Bob, rung at Mottram in 1906. The 
performance was challenged at the time on the grounds that the 
conductor missed a bob, that the bells were fired for twenty minutes 
without stopping, that the first course end of the fourth part never 
came up and that the peal was called from manuscript.

The conductor denied the missed bob and the firing, but admitted 
that he had a slip of paper with an occasional course end on, ‘ not 
for assistance,’ but to assure himself that all was right.

LESLIE W. BUNCE.
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S P L IC E D  S U R P R IS E  M A J O R .
COMPOSITION WITH FULL COURSES.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—It is rather late to refer to your editorial on spliced 

peals in the issue dated June 6th, but I have been busy with the 
possibilities of the two-part plan. This effort has resulted in a peal 
with two full courses each of the four standard Surprise Major 
methods. In fact, two more courses of London seem possible, but 
with these included, I have been unable to get more than 4,992 
changes. Perhaps one of our younger composers may do better.

So far my work has shown that the fifth method is indispensable. 
The value of Rutland in this connection is because of the difference 
from London in its relation to the other three methods. Its first and 
seventh leads not only do not repeat with either of the same leads 
of London, but while these leads of London may be false against other 
methods, those with the same course-head in Rutland are often true. 
Then sufficient true first and seventh leads of London or Rutland 
may be there, with the full courses, to complete a peal. I have not 
yet found, in any case, that enough of these two leads of London 
only remain true to join up full courses.

Then, if it be impossible to obtain a peal in the four standard 
methods alone, proof seems to be out of tne question. The falseness 
between the methods, say, London against the other three, is far 
from constant, and the varied number of changes of each method 
which would fulfil the condition further complicate the matter. It 
seems to me that a satisfactory proof of the non-existence of such 
a peal cannot be set out. And it may be said further that the pro­
duction of such a peal is likely to be the only proof of its possibility.

In thanking Messrs. Turner and Pitman for their congratulatory 
letters, I hope they will succeed in their efforts in this direction.

One of my correspondents says that the greater portion of my peals 
are made up of three lead courses, which is true. It may be thought 
that I have not acknowledged my indebtedness to the discoverer of 
that plan. The fact is that the late H. Law James sent his first 
peal on the plan to me to check his figures. At the time I paid 
tribute to his genius, and up to now have not found any way of 
including full courses of the four methods in a peal without the aid 
of his discovery.

I enclose the two-part peal and liope you can publish it. The two 
further full courses which it may be possible to include as London 
are headed by 52643 and 62534. JOSEPH W . PARKER.

THE PEAL.
A peal of Spliced Surprise Major in five methods, 5,120 changes, 

with two full courses each of London, Bristol, Cambridge and Super­
lative. Each course-liead is followed by leads of the various methods 
shown by letters on the right. L for London, B for Bristol, C for 
Cambridge, S for Superlative and R  for Rutland. Where X  is shown 
tSe lead may be rung as Cambridge or Superlative. Where no figure 
precede? the letter one lead is implied. The calling on the left pro­
duces the next course-head.

M W H 23456 L X  R
_ 42356 L C R— — 53624 L C L— 25634 R S R— — 63254 L X  R— 26354 7C— 32654 R X  R_ — — 45623 L C L— 24653 L X  L— — 36452 L X  L— 43652 7B 3S— — 65432 L X  L_ _ 24536 L S L_ _ — 63542 3S C R_ 53246 R X  R_ 42635 L S L_ 62534 L C L_ 52436 L X  L_ — — 63425 7L— 26435 L C R— — 43265 L C L
— 24365
Repeated.

Contains 1,984 changes of London, 704 of Rutland, 448 of Bristol 
and 1,984 of Cambridge and Superlative.

C O N V E R S IO N .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Perhaps I did not make myself quite clear. It was not 
so much the method as the process that I was thinking of. Maybe 
the two are not so very distinct. If the process (of exchanging bob 
and plain leads) is to be called conversion, the method will be * con­
verted.’ This would apply to all suitable methods, and not, as ‘ Owd 
Bob * seems to imply, to Plain Bob only.

HERBERT DRAKE.
Ufford Rectory, Woodbridge.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
FAMOUS RING TO BE TAKEN DOWN.

Before the meeting of the Lancashire Association at St. Nicholas’ , 
Liverpool, on Saturday last, touches were rung on the front eight- 
tower bells and on handbells. The tea was at the Prince Cafe. The 
meeting was presided over by the Rector of Liverpool, the Rev. D. 
Railton, who extended a very hearty welcome to the visitors and 
particularly to the members of His" Majesty’s Forces. Staff-Sergt.
B. G. Key, of Tettenhall, Wolverhampton, was elected an hon. life 
member of the association. Several letters were read by the hon. 
secretary, those of chief interest being from the Archdeacon of Liver­
pool, the Rev. D. N. Spafford, the Rev. G. T. Weston and the Rev.
D. P. Roberts.

The nominations for the association’s officers were as follows: Vice- 
president, P. W. Cave; ringing secretary, T. Wilson; hon. treasurer,
C. I. Davies; auditors, A. Barnes and E. C. Birkett; Central Council 
representatives, P. Crook, G. R. Newton, W. H. Shuker and T. B. 
Worsley. Branch officers were elected as follows: Bell adviser, J. 
Martin; Ringing Master, L. L. Gray; representative on committee, 
T. S. Horridge; branch secretary, G. R. Newton.

Two places were proposed for the next meeting, Huyton and St. 
Nicholas’ , Liverpool and, on being put to the vote, St. Nicholas’ was 
chosen, the date being fixed for August 16th.

As a token of respect to the late Mr. W. Bibby, of Frodsham, the 
meeting stood in silence.

Ringers were present from Standish, Southport, Wallasey, Rochdale, 
Milnrow, Oxton, Bebington, Chester, Accrington, Sefton, Tettenhall 
and St. Nicholas’ , Liverpool. The members of H.M. Forces were Lieut. 
L. W. Purdom, Staff-Sergt. B. G. Key and Staff-Sergt. W. Kennedy.

The Rector stated that St. Nicholas* bells would shortly be taken 
down and sent to a place of safety. He acknowledged his indebted­
ness to the Bishop and the Archdeacon of Liverpool for their efforts 
in making it possible.

A sum of £2 17s. 6d., the result of a collection organised by the 
local company, was given to the church restoration fund. Thu§ ended 
a meeting well worth while.

C H U R C H  B E L L S  O F  B E R K S H IR E .
MR. FREDERICK SHARPE’S NEW BOOK.

As will be seen from an advertisement in our notice columns, the 
fourth part of Mr. Frederick Sharpe's ‘ Church Bells of Berkshire ’ 
has been published and is now on sale.

It is a continuation of the parts already published and carries on 
the detailed account of the bells in the different parishes from Earley 
to Grove, covering 20 churches. These contain one ring of eight, four 
of six and one of five. Seven churches have two bells, and six have 
one; two churches have tubular bells.

The tubular bells of Earley St. Peter have a somewhat interesting 
history. Made by Harringtons, of Coventry, about 1887, they hung in 
the belfry of the College Anglais at Douai in France until 1903. when, 
owing to anti-clerical legislation, the community had to leave the 
country and came to England, where the new Douai Abbey has been 
built at Woolhampton, near Newbury. The tubes were not reliung, 
and after lying idle for some time, were bought in 1919 by the Vicar 
of Earley to supplement the one bell in his tower.

The makers of these tubes used to advertise them as ‘ richer in 
tone and decidedly more musical than ordinary bells,’ and the com­
paratively low cost attracted a  number of church authorities. Sets 
will be found here and there up and down the country, but we believe 
they have not been made for a number of years.

None of the rings is well known to ringers, and not many have 
any exceptional archaeological interest, but of the tenor at Fawley 
Mr. Sharpe remarks that it is an exceptionally interesting early 
fifteenth century bell from the Wokingham foundry. The tuning is 
of especial interest to campanologists, and this example from the 
Wokingham foundry would have delighted writers such as the latk 
Canon Simpson. The bell is fairly long waisted, with the hum note 
approximately an octave below the strike note and a minor third as 
the chief harmonic. Those who prefer the * old standard ’ tuning to 
mediaeval or * Simpson ’ tuning will note with satisfaction that the 
owners of the Wokingham foundry changed their style later in the 
fifteenth century to the flat seventh hum note and major third har­
monic; and, therefore, the change was a matter of choice, and not 
due to mechanioal reasons resulting from the introduction of change 
ringing in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries as it is so often 
stated to be. Numerous fifteenth century bells exist to prove this 
claim.*

The illustrations include a most interesting photograph of an 
original sixteenth century half wheel and sketches of four different 
types of baldricks showing the changes in the way clappers were hung 
in bells from mediaeval times to the nineteenth century.

To the compilation of such a work as Mr. Sharpe’s, an immense 
amount of time, skill and learning must be devoted, and everyone who 
is interested in bell archaeology should not fail to secure a copy.

BURBAGE, LEICESTERSHIRE.—On Wednesday, June 25th, at 
Stedman, Sketchley Road, a quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples: A. 
Jordon (first quarter-peal ‘ in hand *) 1-2, A. Ballard (first of Grand­
sire ‘ in hand *) 3-4, F. Measures (conductor) (first quarter-peal of 
Triples with an inside pair) 5-6, W. Clough (first quarter-peal of 
Triples ‘ in hand ’ ) 7-8.
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THE STANDARD METHODS
STEDMAN AND SOME OTHERS.

The system of hunts was explored and thoroughly 
worked out on mathematical and scientific lines in the 
Plain Changes, and when Cross Peals were introduced in 
which all the bells shared the movement, it still domi­
nated composition. It could hardly have done otherwise 
for, however they are produced, all changes other than 
the Hunting- Courses, must contain hunts in some form 
or other.

The early composers used hunts consciously and de­
liberately. The idea so familiar to us of treating a 
method as a plain course which can be extended by bobs 
at the will of the conductor, did not appear at first. At 
the beginning- each touch was a complete peal in itself, 
and what we now call plain leads and bobbed leads were 
equally parts of the ‘ peal.’ Grandsire Doubles, for in­
stance, was what we now know as the old six-score, and 
Grandsire Bob Minor what we now know as the standard 
720 of Bob Minor. Each was a system of hunts. Old 
Doubles and Trebles and Doubles on six bells were par­
ticular extents of what we now call Plain Bob.

It was inevitable, therefore, that when men began to 
develop methods they should do so round the whole hunt, 
and that is how we get our familiar style of method with 
a Plain or Treble Bob treble and working bells. No other 
plan could have been devised which would have served 
its purpose nearly so well.

But though the old composers deliberately used hunts 
and fully recognised their value, they did at times try to 
break away from them and to compose ‘ peals ’ in which 
every bell * has a course alike.’ They did not find it an 
easy job, and when Fabian Stedman produced his Prin­
ciple he was considered, and not without reason, to have 
accomplished a notable achievement.

From the first, Stedman Doubles had a great reputa­
tion, and seems to have been practised extensively by the 
more skilful bands, but on the higher numbers the method 
was slow to receive recognition, except by the Norwich 
Scholars, and it was not until after the famous visit of 
the ancient Society of College Youths to the East Anglian 
capital in 1785 that Stedman Caters and Cinques be­
came the most esteemed method in London, from whence 
it was taken to Birmingham and eventually to the rest of 
the country.

During the nineteenth century Stedman enjoyed a 
reputation on the whole greater than any other method, 
odd or even, and it still is one of the most popular. Yet 
to some extent it has proved a dead end. It has not led 
to any developments. It is not unlikely that the very 
small progress that has been made in odd bell methods 
compared with even bell methods is directly due to the 
popularity of Stedman.
- In view of the great reputation enjoyed by Stedman, it 

was inevitable that men should try to find some method 
which would be its equivalent for even-bell ringing. All 
such attempts have failed, but it is worth while having 
a look at one or two of them.

The first we know of is Shipway’s attempt to adapt the 
method directly to Major and Royal. The difficulty was, 
of course, that on eight or ten bells there is an odd num­
ber of bells above the Slow, so that when they pair off to 
do the double dodging one is left over. It could lie for 
six blows behind, but that would be deplorable, so Ship­

way got over the difficulty rather well by making each 
bell lie for three blows in fourths as it goes in and out 
of the Slow.

STEDMAN MAJOR.
12345678
21346587
23145678

32416587
23415678
24316587
42361857
43268175
34261857

43628175
46321857
64328175
63482715
36487251
346827x5

43867251
The effect is that the double dodging behind does 

not coincide with the Sixes in front, but that is no great 
matter. As we do not now allow a bell to lie for more 
than two blows in any one position, Stedman Major can­
not be admitted as a method, and, in addition, the alter­
nate quick and slow works break up the natural cours­
ing order and make any decent music impossible. On 
odd numbers of bells we get a similar effect on the cours­
ing order, but there the covering tenor redeems the 
situation.

Shipway gave nearly all the methods in his book with 
their reverse and double variations. In addition to Sted­
man Major and Royal he gave Reverse and Double 
Stedman Major and Royal. The double variations are 
curious and interesting.

DOUBLE STEDMAN.
Major. Royal.

i 2345678 1234567890

2 i435768 2143576980
124537s6 1245367908
14257368 1425639780
41275638 4126593870
42157683 4215639807
24I75863 2416593087
42715836 4261539078
47251386 4625193708
74253 l6 8 6425917380
72435186 6249571308
274538 l 6  . 2645917038
24735861 2469571083

42375681 ■ 4296517803
It will be seen that all the bells do the full quick and 

slow works both in front and behind, except the fifth, 
which never gets away from 4-5.

If there were no necessity to pay any attention to 
music these would be interesting methods to ring, but 
for practical purposes they are hopeless. Shipway did 
not tell us how he proposed to make bobs in the double

(Continued on next page.)
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
(Continued from  previous page.)

variations, and did not attempt to give any touches or 
peals, and probably they have never been rung even to 
plain courses, but the Birmngham men rang peals of the 
single variation of both Major and Royal and a 720 of 
Minor. W e  do not suppose anybody wants to ring 
another.

Stedman on even numbers is obviously a makeshift, 
and Shipvvay tried to get what would be the equivalent 
for Major and Royal rather than the direct extension. 
He called it by his own name.

SH IP W A Y  MAJOR.
12345678
21436587

12463857
14268375
41623857
46128375
64213857
62418375
26143857
21648375

12684735
21867453
28164735
82617453
86214735
68127453
61824735
16287453

61278543
This method is chiefly interesting as showing how un­

suitable Stedman is for adaptation to even numbers of 
bells. It has never been practised except that in 1900 
one peal of it was rung at Kidderminster, more as a 
curiosity than anything else.

B E L L S  B E F O R E  B U T T E R .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I am rather sorry to see the letter from  Mr. C. A. 
Levett in last week’s ‘ Ringing W orld ,’ and I  hope it does not repre­
sent the ideas o f many people.

L et us be quite sure about the matter. W hether we win the war 
or lose it (and I  am quite certain we are going to win it), but how­
ever it goes we shall not be able to make the Germans pay for the 
dam age they have done. W e tried to do so after the last war and 
the result was disastrous. An enormous bill was sent them, and in 
the end England and America had to lend them more money than 
they paid in reparation.

It  is not a case o f being soft-hearted. The truth is that there is 
no means by which a nation can extract great wealth from another 
nation without doing itself irreparable harm ; unless perhaps it  turns 
them into a nation o f  slaves with a permanent army o f occupation. 
Such a thing, for  us at any rate, is out o f the question. X .

B R I S T O L  S U R P R I S E .
THE PROBLEM OF EXTENSION.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,— In 4 The Ringing W orld  ’ o f  July 6th, 1954, there is a 

letter from  the Rev. E. Bankes James regarding Bristol M ajor, RoyaL 
and Maximus, together with an example o f a block o f eight changes 
of Bristol M ajor and one lead o f Bristol Maximus, arranged by the 
late Arthur Craven.

An examination o f the front four bell work in 1234 shows that 
Bristol is composed of three blocks of eight changes each :—

No. 1 No. 2 No. 3
1234 1234 1234
2143 2143 1324
1234 2413 3142
2143 4231 3412
2413 2413 4321
4231 2143 3412
2413 1234 3142
4231 1324 1324

The first eight rows are composed o f number one and tw o; the 
second eight is composed o f number three and one, which brings the 
treble to eighth place completing the whole method. The third block 
is composed o f number two and one, and the fourth block is composed 
of number one and three, which completes one lead and repeated 
seven times completes a  plain course.

W e must note the order o f the bells leading from  one to the six­
teenth change; the second part is the reverse o f the first part bringing 
the treble back to lead. W e must also note the order o f the places 
made a t each row.

All this ground work is necessary to enable us to extend the method 
to Royal and Maximus. The Bristol Surprise Royal arranged by the 
late Arthur Craven in 1922 does not keep the blocks o f eight changes 
intact.

In Royal, Mr. Craven uses No. 2 block for the work in 5-6-7-8 for 
the first eight rows, but in the second block the 7 and 4, and 9 and 2 
cross over at the 6th and. 8th row, which is certainly not Bristol. 
The 3rd block is even worse, where 2 and 9, 7 and 4, and 5 and 6 
cross over.

In Maximus, the 8th row in the first block in 5-6-7-8 should be 
5768, not 6587. That block should be No. 2, with the last row retain­
ing the 5th in 5th place. In the 2nd block 5 and 6, and 8 and 9 
cross oveM and the composition o f all three blocks are not Bristol.

To extend the method to Royal, the four bell work in front remains 
the same, and for the places in 5-6-7 and 8 we have the three blocks 
o f eight changes each. Using No. 2, and then No. 1, for the first
16 rows, brings up the row 678109, and the first row o f the 3rd block 
brings up 5870-19.

W e now require four rows to the half-way change with the treble 
in 10th place, and we must choose a block that does not make any 
places between the 4th and 5th rows, or repeat over the bell in 4tli 
place

ice bell No. 1 No. 2 No. 3
6 5870 5870 5870
3 8507 8507 5780
3 5870 8057 7508
2 8507 0875 7058

3 8057 0785 0785
No. 1 make places in 1 and 4, 8507, 8057; N o. 2, 8 and 8 repeats 

over 3 and 3 in the front work, leaving No. 3, which we find is correct: 
this brings up the row—6432-7058—91. The work now reverses from 
the half-way line, bringing up the row 4623-0785—91. The 9th remains 
with the treble, which is usual in many Surprise methods, and at the 
treble lead, second’s place is made.

To extend the method to Maximus we can use three blocks in full :— 
No. 1, No. 2 and No. 1 for the first 8 rows 
No. 3, No. 1 and No. 2 for the next 8 rows 
No. 2, No. 3 and No. 1 for the next 8 rows 

which bring the treble to 12th place.
For the next two rows, owing to the full lead o f the 2nd in front, 

we must reverse with a full lead o f the 3rd, which causes the 11th 
to remain with the treble in 11-12, the same as in the Royal, and at 
the treble lead second’s place is made.

E. W EATHERBY.
4511, South Raym ond Avenue, Los Angeles, California, U.S.A.

TROLLOPE’S ‘ COLLEGE YO U TH S’
A  History of the Society

5/6 (post free) from

■THE RINGING WORLD’ S3XSS>,PJ5£"°

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN  HEMP, OR ITA LIA N  FLAX. 
SOFT AN D PLIABLE IN  HAND. AL L  ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE P A ID  AN D ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. 'Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE W0RK8, CRANTHAM
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NOTICES.
NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  

M ONDAY.
All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  

O f f ic e  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g , S u r r e y .

THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 
under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

* The Ringing World ’ can be sei\t direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, July 19th, 
at the Bell Foundry, 32-34 , Whitechapel Road, E.C. I, 
at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Furness and Lake 
District Branch.— The branch annual meeting will be 
held in the Parish Church Hall, Ulverston, on Saturday, 
July 19th. Service in church at 3.30  p.m. Tea at 4 
p.m., meeting after tea.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION. —  Southern 
Division. —  A meeting will be held on Saturday, July 
19th, by kind invitation of Mrs. F. I. Hairs, Restormel, 

Janes Lane, Burgess Hill. Ringers welcome at 2 .30 . 
Nearest station, Wivelsfield, five minutes.— S. E. Arm­
strong, Hon. Div. Sec.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION— A general meet­
ing at Cambridge on Saturday, July 19th. Ringing on 
the Seage apparatus at Great St. Mary’s from 3 p.m. 
Service 4.30.— K. Willers, Gen. Sec., Sweetbriars, 
Trumpington, Cambridge.

OXFO RD DIOCESAN GUILD.— The annual busi­
ness meeting will be held at Oxford in the Chapter 
House, Christ Church, at 3.15  p.m., on Saturday, July 
19th. A service will be held at St. Aldate’s Church at 
4.30  p.m., at which a collection will be taken for the 
Guild Restoration Fund. It has been found impossible 
to arrange for any communal tea, owing to rationing 
difficulties. Day tickets are issued at a cheap rate from 
all stations L.M .S. and G .W .R . to Oxford. It is hoped 
to get a representative gathering of members to meet, 
and show that the Guild is still alive in despite of the 
troublous times in which we are living. —  Richard T. 
Hibbert, Gen. Sec., 69 , York Road, Reading.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TION.— Southern Branch.— A meeting will be held at 
Little Comberton on Saturday, July 19th. Short service 
in Church at 5.30  p.m., followed by business meeting. 
The Schoolroom will be available from 4.30  p.m. and 
after the meeting for distribution of reports, payment of 
subscriptions, etc.— J. E. Newman, Branch Sec., Hin- 
ton-on-the-Green, Evesham.

DEVONSHIRE GUILD. —  Aylesbeare Deanery 
Branch.— A meeting will be held at East Budleigh on 
Saturday, July 19th. Tower bells (6) available for silent 
practice from 3 p.m., also handbells. Service at 4.30 
p.m. Light refreshments at 5 p.m., followed by busi­
ness meeting.— R. Brook, Hon. Sec., 3, Greatwood Ter­
race, Topsham.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. —  Lough­
borough District.— A meeting will be held at W ood- 
house Eaves on Saturday, July 19th. Handbells at

church from 3 p.m. Other arrangements as usual. —  
A. E. Rowley, Hon. Sec., Hyom, Penistone Street, 
Ibstock.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Tonbridge Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Tonbridge on Satur­
day, July 26th. Service in church at 4 o ’clock. Tea 
at the Carlton Cafe, is. 3d. each, at 5 o ’clock. All those 
requiring tea must let Mr. J. Medhurst, 251 , Shipbourne 
Road, Tonbridge, know by Thursday, July 24th. Bus- 
ness meeting after tea. One very important item is to 
elect a new district secretary. Subscriptions for 1941 
can be paid at this meeting. —  T. Saunders, Peckham 
Bush, Paddock W ood, Kent.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Hinckley 
District.— A ringing meeting will be held at Sapcote on 
July 26th. Bells (silent) at 3.30 p.m. No tea. Hand­
bells during evening.— W . A. W ood, Dis. Sec.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Idle on Saturday, July 26th. 
Handbells in the tower from 3 p.m. Tea will be ar­
ranged for those who notify Mr. W . Feather, 41, Crag- 
hill Road, Thackley, by Thursday, July 24th.— H. Loft- 
house, Hon. Sec.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Preston Branch.—  
A ‘ silent’ practice meeting will be held at Whittle-le-Woods 
on Saturday, July 26th. Bells ready at 2.30. A cordial 
invitation is extended to all ringers who are at liberty to 
renew their acquaintance with this tower. W e regret that 
we cannot provide the usual repast, but will endeavour to 
supply tea if you can bring along your own sandwiches.—
F. G. Bradley, Chief Ringer.

O XFO R D  DIOCESAN GUILD.— Reading Branch. —  
A meeting will be held at Henley on Saturday, July 26th. 
Handbell ringing in the Chantry House, adjoining the 
church, from 3.30 p.m. Own arrangements must be made 
for tea.— E. G . Foster, Hon. Branch Sec.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Watford 
District.— Meeting at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey, 
Saturday, July 26th. Handbells from 3.3°  p.m. Tea 5 p.m. 
All ringers welcome.— H . G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel 
Avenue, Watford.

ACCRINGTON, LANCASHIRE.— A practice will be 
held at St. James’ Church on Saturday, July 26th. Tower 
bells (6, with silent apparatus) available from 2.30 p.m. 
Also sets of handbells. All welcome.— R. Leigh, New- 
stead, Willows Lane, Accrington.

SURREY ASSOCIATION (North-Western District) 
AND GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD (Leatherhead 
District).— A joint meeting will be held at Leatherhead 
on Monday, August 4th. Ringers may meet at Boxhill
S.R. station at 3.30, to ramble through Norbury Park to 
Leatherhead. Service in Leatherhead Church at 5 p.m. 
Tea at the Duke’s Head at 5.30 p.m. Eight bells 

/(silent) and handbells available at Leatherhead bel­
fry from 3 p.m. and after tea. Names for tea to Mr.
G. Marriner, 7, Poplar Avenue, Leatherhead, by W ed­
nesday, July 30th. All ringers heartily welcome.— G. W .  
Massey and A. H. Smith, Dis. Hon. Secs.

‘ THE CHURCH BELLS OF BERK SH IRE.’ Part 
IV. Reprinted from the Journal of the Berks Archaeo­
logical Society. To be obtained from the author, Mr. 
Frederick Sharpe, Derwen, Launton, Bicester, Oxford­
shire. Price one shilling. *
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T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E . S. and M . P O W E L L .

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and K en t Treble Boo.

Large selection of Compositions included.
P rice:—  Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /-).
O b tain able  on ly  p o st fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V lo arag e , n ear D aventry.

The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  * F R E E  

f r o m  t h e  
R e v . E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

i. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble

Dominated Methods) .................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section H . (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) ......................................................................... 9
1 COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section H I. (Double Norwich) ... 9  

OORRIGENDA LEAFLET iaroed free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE W ITH  S.P .A .B ............... ...........  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF 

BELLS ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ...........  3

Cambridge Surprise M ajor ..................  '2
Double Norwich and Cambridge C oiyt 3
Bristol Surprise M ajor ................... ... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ..................  2
V AR IATIO N  AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................... 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ................................................................................................  2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lO d.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. 10d.- second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

1 STAN D ARD  M ETHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Arnriger Trollope. 

Contains full instructions for  ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to  11 bells, with touohes and peals, and proof and composition.

‘ TREBLE BOB,’  Is. lO d .; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
• SURPRISE METHODS,' 2s. lOd. A  book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M .A., F .R .A .S . Contains a tabulated list o f  peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

A ll post free, on receipt o f postal order, from  
Miss MARGARET E, SNOWDON 
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s t o n ,  L a n c s

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6£d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND M AJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7id. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES*
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCM NC
Eat. 1 8 2 0  - .,■■■ *1 Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

• ------ — 11 ~ :
O raer y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p ric es  in cre a se , 
p re -w a r  q u ality , and send us y o u r old  Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst n o t in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M A T S  A N D  BELL M U F F L E R S 1

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IKKSTAND K , ,  in Solid Silver

Diameter 2iin 2Jin« 3iiii. 3iin , 4in. 4iin. 5in. !Hin 
Price 1 8 /6  2 2 /6  2 8 /6  3 3 /6  4 2 /-  5 2 /6  6 7 /6  7 8 ^

The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T C  n i T C C C I  V Jeweller 
, C ,  and Optician

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  &  S on s, M idland C lock W ork s, 

D erby, Ltd.
Head Office and  W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. N o. D E R B Y  4 5 5 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for  B ooklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the W ood bridge Press, L td ., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., L td ., Breams 

Buildingi, London, E.O.4.
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CROYDON

Founders of the 
H E A V IE S T  B ELLS

Cast in England

and Carillons of the 
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CANADA 

S. AFRICA 
NEW ZEALAND
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Telephone 
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

THE WISDOM OF SECOND THOUGHTS
Ringers, and particularly those who have entered the 

Exercise since this paper came into existence, will read 
with interest the article appearing this week in the Central 
Council series. It reveals the attitude of those who, at 
that time, ‘ governed ’ the Exercise towards ‘ The Ring­
ing World ’ when it was, so to speak, an infant in 
swaddling clothes. It was a robust child and was already 
showing signs of ousting the then decrepit ‘ Bell News,’ 
which came to an end not so very long afterwards. The 
question at issue at that meeting of the Council thirty 
years ago was whether the central body should gi^e the 
new paper the same official recognition as was given to 
the one which, at that period, was providing the Exercise 
with very indifferent service. Perhaps it was partly mis­
understanding, or it may have been personal feeling, 
which led to the motion being sidetracked; at this dis­
tance of time it.does not matter, but the then hon. secre- 

i tary (the late Rev, C. D. P. Davies), with greater vision 
than was shown by the president and others, saved the 
situation for the Council by acting on his own initiative 
during the succeeding year and putting the two papers on 
an equal footing in his official treatment of, them. Simi­
larly the members of the Analysis Committee, who at the 
meeting threatened to resign if called upon to make up 
the analysis for two papers, also realised that, if their 
tables were to have any value, the new journal could not 
be ignored for, as events proved, it published many more 

I peal reports than its rival. Thus, when it came to the 
next meeting of the Council there w'as a complete volte 
face, and ‘ The Ringing W orld,’ , which had more than 
justified its existence, w,as welcomed with open, arms, and 
those who had saved the Council from a serious tactical 
blunder were thanked— not because they had saved the 
Council, but because they had served the Exercise by the 
wisdom which came of second thoughts.

It will answer no useful purpose to discuss now what 
might have happened had the secretary and the Analysis 
Committee taken their cue from the action, or, if you 
prefer, the inaction, of the Council, but without any 
boastfulness we think w-e can claim tha^ but for the sup­
port which has been given to it by ‘ The Ringing W orld,’ 
the Council might well have ceased to exist. There were 
factors in the years which,followed that might easily have 
led to the collapse of the Council. ‘ The Bell News ’ 
failed and went out of publication; there wTas, rightly or 
wrongly, a strong current of opinion among the general 
body of ringers that the Council was a kind of mutual 
admiration society that served n£> practical purpose, and 
then came the war that put an end to its activities for 

t (Continued on page 350.)
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(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).’

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most important ClocKs 

In the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E ST O R E D .

‘ THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k fie ld  T e r ra c e , B u rle y , Leeds.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e r s , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER'S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith nanfe o f  your Association engraved 

—as Illustration, 
get. H A L L  M A R K E D  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M A R K E D  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G IL T  O R W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  41-  

N am es or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a % 
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Exact size

GEO. STACEY, S E t "
6/ PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase o f the Art  
and learn h o s  to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
‘ METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1/3 (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing World ’ Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD R0\D, WOKING.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincola, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick ’s, 

Manchester, Durban and W orcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

nearly three years. Nothing but the help of a ringing 
paper could have restored its fortunes*, and this support 
the Council received from ‘ The Ringing W orld,’ which 
has always held that the best interests of the art and the 
prosperity of the Exercise need the backing of a central 
and authoritative body, not to fhanage its affairs, but to 
guide its activities into right channels and focus its 
opinions. ‘ The Ringing World ’ has endeavoured, not 
without success, to mould opinion with regard to the 
Council. Its efforts, we make bold to say, have led to a 
broader representation of all classes of ringers, and to a 
progressive attitude totvards all those things which inti­
mately concern ringing. During the thirty years that 
have elapsed since the meeting a t. Leicester, which Mr. 
J. A. Trollope this week describes, much Has been accom­
plished, and while this journal has consistently stressed 
the important part which the Council must play in the 
organisation of the Exercise, it Ijas also been among the 
Council’s severest critics when criticism appeared to be 
necessary. When the time comes for the , Council to 
function again it will be found that our policy has not 
changed. A central body is necessary to the effective life 
and activity of the Exercise. That life and activity can 
be made all the more useful when it comes under the 
refreshing influence of honest criticism.

B E L L S  B E F O R E  B U T T E R .
M AKE THE GERM ANS P A T .

To the Editor.
Sir,—I f  Mr. X  could take a vote o f all the ordinary people in 

Britain he would find a great m ajority to agree with Mr. Lovett and 
make the Germans pay.

He says the reason we cannot do it is not because we are soft­
hearted, but that is the real reason. I f  the boot was on the other 
foot, would the Germans let us off paying? No. Slaves or not, we 
should have to pay. X  had better not rely on them being soft­
hearted, because they are not. Does he remember how the late Lord 
Northcliffe always said from  the start o f the last war we should win 
the war and lose the peace. The Hun would come with tears and 
howl he could not pay, and what was the result? -The present war. 
They could not pay their just debts, yet they could start building up 
their huge military equipment.

I t  may surprise him to hear I was told by a member o f our own 
battery in Belgium, who knew the Germans thoroughly, before even 
the last push of the last war started, two things— one we would never 
fight on the Rhine, they would agree to any terms sooner than have 
that or their towns damaged, as they never had been hurt by war 
and would not have i t ; the second that it  would be all right while 
the troops were in occupation, but as soon as they were gone the Hun 
would start building his army up again. One certainty was that they' 
would not pay.

Mr. X  makes the same mistake as some o f our leaders; they judge 
the Germans by  their own standards. But they are right outside 
any human race. Has he ever been to a ringers’ m eeting even in 
peace time and heard men boasting what they would do when they 
got into the capital o f some country?

To ehd on a pleasant subject, could not Rupert write o f some of 
his early trips round the Lincoln fens? sA. H . PULLING.

C O N V E R S IO N .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Is there any real ‘ conversion * o f the method, whatever 
it may be, whether Plain Bob or anything else-, if we like to delude 
ourselves into saying that a plain lead is a bob lead, and that a bob 
lead is a plain lead? I t  isn’t like ‘ reversal,* applied in cases where, 
for instance, the 2nd’s place when treble leads is transferred to 5tli’ s 
when the treble is behind. I t  is simply substituting (and quite wrongly 
I  contend) one description for another. I t  seems to me that instead 
o f * conversion * it is only confusion. I t  doesn’ t convert the m ethod: 
if it  converts anything- it  only converts, in m y opinion, the terms 
which are used to describe the particular form  of lead.

I f  it really does convert the method, which Mr. Drake says will 
happen in the process o f changing bob and plain leads, then Mr. 
Drake’s converted method will be ruled out o f  court, because they 
will contravene the now well recognised rules for methods laid down I 
by the Central Council. They will not, for  example, have Plain Bob 
lead heads in the plain course, and few, if any, methods would enable 
all the working bells to do all the work o f the method in the plain 
course.

But this apart, is it worth while adding complications by introducing 
unwanted term s? Some day we may want the word * conversion ’ for 
a far more im portant purpose. “ 4 OW D BOB.’
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HANDBELL PEALS.
BRISTOL.

T H E  G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R I S T O L  D I O C E S A N  A S S O C IA T I O N . 

( B r i s t o l  G ^ i l d  o f  H a n d b e l l  R i n g e r s .)

On Tuesday, July 8, 1941, in Two Hours and Tu/tnty-Seven Minutes,
I n t h e  R in g in g  C h a m b e r  o f  S t .  J o h n ’ s -o n -t h e - W a l l ,

A PEAL O F  G R A N D S IR E T R IP L E S ,  5044 C H A N C E S )  
P a r k e r ' s T w e l v e -p a r t  (7 th  o b s e r v a tio n ) . T e n o r  s iz e  15  in  C .

T h o m a s  S .  H a r r i s  ..............  1-2  I A l b e r t  M . T y l e r  . . .  ™  5-6
R o y s t o n  G .  B r y a n t  . . .  . . .  *3-4 | D o n a l d  G .  C l i f t  ..............  7-8

C o n d u c te d  b y  A l b e r t  M . T y l e r .

First peal ‘ in hand ’ by  all. First peal o f Triples as conductor. 
First peal rung by the Guild.

ENFIELD, M IDDLESEX.
T H E  M I D D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T I O N  A N D  L O N D O N  
,  D I O C E S A N  G U I L D .

On Sunday, July 13, 1940, in Two Hours and Forty-Two Minutes,
A t  45, W a l s i n g b a m  R o a d ,

A PEAL O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  BOB R O Y A L , 5000 C H A N G E S ; 
Tenor size 16i in B  flat.

E d it h  K . F l e t c h e r ..............  1-2  I “ E d w A i A .  B a r n e t t ............ . 5-6
• C h r is t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  3-4 | * E r n b s t  C .  S .  T u r n e r  . . .  7-8 

G e o r g e  W .  F l e t c h e r  . . .  9-10  

C o m p o s e d  b y  W . B o o t h . C o n d u c te d  b y  C h r is t o p h e r  W .  W o o l l e y

* First handbell peal of Treble Bob Royal.
BUSHEY, HERTFORDSH IRE.

T H E  H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T I O N .

On Tuesday, July 13, 1941, in Two Hours and Twenty-Six Minutes,
A t  t h e  R o y a l  M a s o n i c  J u n i o r  S c h o o l ,

A PEAL OF AVALON COURT BOB MAJOR, S088 CHANCES ;
Tenor size 15 in C.

E d w in  A .  B a r n e t t  .............. 1-2  I E r n e s t  C .  S .  T u r n e r .............. 5-6
C h r is t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  3-4  | F r e d e r i c k  W , B r i n k l o w  . . .  7-8 

C o m p o s e d  a n d  C o n d u c te d  b y  C h r i s t o p h e r  W .  W o o l l e y .

The first peal in the method.
BUSHEY, H ERTFORDSH IRE.

T H E  H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T I O N .

On Thursday, July 17, 1941, in Two Hours and Twenty Minutes,
A t  t h e  R o y a l  M a s o n i c  J u n io r  S c h o o l ,- 

A PEAL OF LAVENHAM COURT BOB MAJOR, 5056 CHANCES; 
Tenor size 15 in  C.

E d w in  A .  B a r n e t t  .............. 1-2  I J o h n  E .  S p i c e  ........................  5-6
C h r is t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  3-4 | E r n e s t  C .  S .  T u r n e r .............. 7-8

C o m p o s e d  b y  J. W . P a r k e r . C o n d u c te d  b y  E r n e s t  C .  S .  T u r n e r . 

The first peal in the method.
BUSHEY, HERTFORDSH IRE.

T H E  M I D D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T I O N  A N D  L O N D O N  
D I O C E S A N  G U I L D .

On Saturday, July 19, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-Three Minutes, 
A t  t h b  R o y a l  M a s o n i c  J u n io r  S c b o o l ,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5056 CHANCES) 
Tenor size 15 in C.

• C h r is t o p h e r  W .  W o o l l e y  1-2  I ' E d w in  A .  B a r n e t t .............. 5-6
E r n e s t  C .  S . T u r n e r  . . .  3-4 | E d w in  B a r n b t t ........................  7-8

C o m p o s e d  a n d  C o n d u c te d  b y  C h r is t o p h e r  W .  W o o l l e y .

* 50tli peal together. >.

T H E  L A D I E S ’ G U IL D .
MEETING AT CROYDON.

A most enjoyable meeting o f the Central District o f the Ladies’ 
Guild was held on Saturday, July 12th, at St. Peter’s, South Croydon. 
At this church there is an enthusiastic band o f ladies who are prac­
tising double-handed handbell ringing and tower-bell ringing, under 
the leadership o f Mr. Wills. Eight o f the bells are tied, and during 
the afternoon and evening touches o f Grandsire and Stedman Triples 
were rung, as well as courses o f London and Cambridge Surprise.

A 1 short service was held, conducted by the curate-in-cliarge, the 
Rev. G. H. Golding. Tea followed—and what a t e a f o r  war tim e! 
Mrs. Deal, the vice-president, thanked all who had Helped to make 
the meeting a success, especially Miss P. Terry and Mr. Wills, who 
had made all the arrangements, and the ladies who prepared tea.

Eight new members were elected and the vice-president welcomed 
them to the Guild and wished them success in their endeavours to 
be prepared when the bells again peal-out.

THE COLLEGE YOUTHS.
SAFETY OF THE SOCIETY’S PROPERTY.

The Master, Mr. Ernest Fenn, presided at the meeting o f the 
College Youths last Saturday, supported by the hon. secretary, Mr. 
Alfred B. Peck, and the treasurer, Mr. A. A. Hughes, and among 
those present were Messrs. H. Langdon, It. F. Deal, E. Murrell, H. 
Miles, J. A. G. Prior, R . Stannard and F. Collins. The Master also 
said, how pleased they were to see Mr. W . Claydon, o f Reigate, Mr.

, Charles H. Kippin, o f Beddington, Mr. Frank Darby, o f Carshalton, 
Mr. J. W . Chapman, o f Streatham, and Mr. E. A. Young, now 
happily recovered from  his recent indisposition. A very old member 
and welcome visitor was Mr. J. W . Wilkins, o f High Wycombe.

Mention was made o f the society’s property now in the crypt of 
St. Paul’s . ' In answer to enquiries, Mr. Hughes said it had been 
handed over to the Cathedral authorities, and an inventory had been 
made and a 'receipt given bv them. It was now in the strong room 
with the rest o f the Cathedral property. Unless the whole building 
was destroyed, i t  may be regarded as quite safe against any air raid 
or other enemy action.

Mr. Young called attention to the bust o f Mr. W . T. Cockerill and 
the bookcase placed in the belfry as a memorial to him. The belfry 
could be regarded as a reasonably safe place, but it might be weLL 
to move the case from the centre o f the room to the archway leading 
to the stairs.

Other speakers spoke about safeguarding the bust, and it was 
decided to take steps to do *what was possible.

Handbell ringing followed and the usual hour or two of social inter­
course. Some of the members who had come up from the suburbs 
then paid a visit to the ruins o f some of the City churches, and that 
despite the heavy rain. ----------------

M I D L A N D  C O U N T I E S  A S S O C I A T I O N .
NEW  L A D Y  MEMBERS.

The first Sunday meeting o f the Burton District was held at Ticknall 
on July 13th and was attended by upwards o f twenty members from 
Burton (St. Paul’s), Netherseale, Overseale, ^Melbourne, Derby and 
the local company. The members were pleased to welcome Lance- 
Corpl. W ilfred G. Wilson, o f Ealing, at present stationed in the county 
o f Derby.

Handbells in the church were kept busy before the Sunday School 
anniversary service, at which the members attended.

After the -service tea was served in the W elfare Hall, fo r  which 
thanks are especially due to Mr., Mrs. and Miss Marriott.

A  short business m eeting followed, over which the V icar (the Rev. 
J. G. Pope) presided. He welcomed the members to Ticknall and 
thanked them for the handbell selections before the service.

Tw o Ticknall lady ringers, Miss May Soar and Miss Kathleen Colonel, 
were elected members o f the association. I t  was decided to hofd the 
next meeting a t Measham on Saturday, August 16th.

The secretary proposed a hearty vote o f thanks to the V icar for  
presiding, and, in reply, the latter spoke o f the enforced silence o f 
the tower bells. He said it was the sacrifice ringers were making in 
the war effort, but he trusted that happier days would soon be here 
and the bells ring out loudly their message o f peace.

Methods and selections' on handbells concluded the meeting, which
was well worth while. ----------------

F O R W A R D  O R  B A C K W A R D ?
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In your issue o f July 11th the Rev. E. Bankes James 
gives us the origin o f th »  expression ‘ backward hunting,’ which is 
interesting, but then proceeds to give an illustration o f what is meant 
by the term, which seems to be quite wrong.

Surely the science o f change ringing is a number o f bells ‘ changing 
their positions in the order o f striking.’ Thi^ science, like others, 
has natural laws. Three o f these are that (a )*a  bell may change 
position with the bell that has followed it, (b) with the bell that has 
preceded it, and (c) may retain its position in the order o f striking.

It  may be argued that i f  (a) is a forward move, then (b) must be 
backward; however, it  is generally accepted that hunting only, as 
illustrated by Mr. James, is all forward movement. Then, 60 long 
as its meaning is understood, the expression ‘ backward hunting ’ may 
be used for  any retrograde * step or steps interrupting the forward 
movement. ‘ • *

I know Mr. James’ brilliance in matters of ohange ringing and 
thus fail to understand his present contention When bells are trans­
lated to figures for scientific purposes, all figures and rows have equal 
value. W hatever movement, touch or peal starts from 1234, exactly

* the same may start from  3421, or any t>ther row, odd or even. Then 
the figures given by Mr. James, with the addition o f two appropriate 
rows to the second set, are 1 and 2 following :—

(1) * (2) (3)
3142 2143 4132
1324 1234 1423
1234 ’  1324- 1243
2143 3142 213*

The third set is added to relieve any confusion o f the mind, caused 
by the second set having the same rows as the first, in backward 
order. It can be seen that the movement o f the bells is exactly the 
4ame in every set, yet Mr. James says that in the first they are 
hunting, but in the second are hunting backwards. This does not 
seem right to m e! JOSEPH W . PARKER.
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T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL .
(Continued, from page 340.)

TH E COUNCIL AND ‘ TH E RINGING W O R L D .’ -
„ A glance back through the years conjures up memories 

of many Central Council meetings held in different 
places and under diverse conditions. - Some of the meet­
ings were more successful than others, and some of the 
places were more interesting; but, as a whole, the 
memories are most pleasant ones. Occasionally, of 
course, there were incidents which might better haye 
been otherwise, but they were surprisingly few, and in 
only one case did the meeting leave a general feeling 
of failure. That was the session at Leicester in 1911.

For that there were‘several reasons. The meeting was 
generally a very dull one; the social conditions were de­
fective ; and there was one short and sharp incident of a 
very unpleasant nature.

In the days before the Great W ar the territorial asso­
ciations had not yet formed the excellent custom of pro­
viding entertainment for the members, outside the actual 
meeting, but naturally during the week-end, when so 
many friends and acquaintances were gathered together 
from all parts of the country,. there was much pleasant 
intercourse, and as much' ringing as could be had. All 
that was easier in smaller towns, where the visitors neces­
sarily stayed nearer to each other than in large towns 
like Leicester, where they were more or less lost in the 
crowd, and in the absence of an appointed headquarters 
had less chance of running across each other. Heywood 
always entertained a number of leading members, 
usually at the principal hotel in the place, but as Leices­
ter is no great distance from his home at Duffield, in that 
year he invited them there, and nothing was seen of 
them except at the actual meeting. Other members, too, 
were staying outside the town, and John W . Taylor, 
who was the natural leader of the local people, came 
backwards and forwards from Loughborough nine miles 
away.- A certain amount of peal ringing makes a very 
pleasant .addition to the amenities of a Council meeting, 
but a lot of it can easily split the visitors into a number 
of separate and unrelated parties, and that happened to 
a great extent at Leicester. There were four bands who 
attempted peals in the neighbourhood.. One, which in­
cluded George and Ernest Pye and Bertram Prewett, 
rang four peals of*Cambridge, Superlative and Stedman; 
another band, with Mr. Frank Bennett as conductor, 
rang one out of four arranged; another rang Double 
Norwich at Southwell Minster, with Law James as con­
ductor. This band was made up o f H. S. T. Richard­
son, H. Law James, A. T . Beeston, E. H. Lewis, J. W .  
Parker, Joseph Griffin, William Storey and C. W . O. 
Jenkvn. The fourth band included Miss Edith Parker 
(as she then was) and her father. None of the men in 
these peals met together until the morning of the 
meeting. ' >.

After the Council’s meeting nearly all the members 
went straight out of the town, and there were less than 
a dozen at the social gathering in the evening. Those 
dozen did not include any of the men who were usually 
considered as the most prominent members of the 
Council.

Apart from- the peals, there was little or no ringing at 
Leicester, and I did not hear a single bell in the town 
during the whole time.

"[he meeting, as I have said, was a very dull one. The 
principal debate was about a scheme which was presented 
by a committee who had been appointed'to revise the 
table of points for peals which the Council at that time 
officially recognised. The committee included several 
eminent ringers, and the formula they drew up was a 
cleyer one, but, though the majority of the members 
believed in a rather lukewarm fashion that points for 
peals were a good thing, the details bored them.

That and the exceptionally heft weather may have had 
something to do with the shortness of temper which was 
shown when the last item on the agenda was reached. It 
concerned the relationship of ‘ The Ringing World ’ to 
the Central Council.

‘ The Ringing World ’ had been founded three months 
before. For about thirty years the ringers’ newspaper 
had been ‘ The Bell News,’ which, taking the whole of 
the time together, had served the interests of the Exer~ 
cise well. But the merits of the paper had consisted 
almost entirely in two*1 things; it provided a record of the 
peals that were rung, and it supplied a medium by which 
ringers could communicate their ideas to their fellows. A 
large number of excellent articles had been written fou it 
from time 'to time, which still make its pages interesting 
reading. Harvey Reeves, the editor, had been a ringer 
and something of a composer, but he had long since 
ceased to take any interest in ringing matters. He was 
quite unknown personally, and he printed just what was 
sent to him. Then he died, and the people who suc­
ceeded him knew still less about ringing.

It is not surprising, therefore, that there was a grow­
ing feeling among ringers that a new and better paper 
was urgently needed. Two attempts had alrfeady been 
made, and both had been failures. When ‘ The Ringing 
W o rld ’ first appeared in 1911, it was received with en­
thusiasm by some, and with goodwill by the, majority, 
tempered by the fear lest the rivals should kill each other, 
and the attempt to give the Exercise two papers should 
result in it having noijie at all.

If the new paper was to prove its worth it must have 
a fair chance and equal treatment by the Council. To 
this end, notice was given of a resolution to be sub­
mitted at the Leicester meeting, which proposed ‘ that 
the Central Council give to “  The Ringing World ”  re­
cognition equal to that accorded to “  The Bell News.”  
for the publication of official reports and communica­
tions, and that any peals published exclusively in “  The' 
Ringing World ”  shall be counted in the Central Coun­
cil’s analysis.’

I do not know who was responsible for the drafting 
of this motion, but it was sent to the secretary signed 
by Mr. James Parker. He could not, however, move it 
and handed it over to Mr. Frank Bennett. Mr. Bennett 
had to return home before the meeting, and in his turn 
handed it over to me. I willingly undertook it, because 
I had no personal feeling other than the general good of 
the Exercise, and thought the resolution would have been 
adopted without question and without discussion. If I 
had anv bias, it was in favour of ‘ The Bell News,’ for, 
though I recognised its failures and shortcomings, I was 
a frequent contributor to its pages and, in fact, wrote 
the general summary of the meeting for it.

To my surprise, the resolution was opposed with mii’ch 
heat, first by the members of the Analysis Committee, 
who thought it_ would mean extra work for them, and 
then by the President. Heywood spoke hotly and with
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passion. He roundly declared that if the resolution were 
passed he would refuse to work it. In effect he told the 
Council to chose between himself and ‘ The Ringing 
W orld.’ The situation began to look very ugly. I, of 
course, never thought of withdrawing; most of the 
members were in favour of the resolution, but were be­
wildered at the turn things had taken. Ultimately the 
‘ previous question ’ was moved and carried, but onl^ by 
about twelve votes Yo six, the majority sitting still and 
doing nothing.

It is not easy to account for Heywood’s action, but 
undoubtedly it was partly due to his misunderstanding 
the word ‘ reports ’ in the resolution. The reports which 
were asked to be sent to ‘ The Ringing World ’ were the 
reports of committees, but he took it as meaning the re­
ports of the debates. For a long tme he had written up 
the reports of the meetings which appeared in ‘ The Bell 
News ’ from the very imperfect notes made by Benjamin 
Keeble. He thought he would have to do the job twice 
over, and he flatly refused. Actually, of course, the 
Editor of ‘  The Ringing World ’ is a skilled reporter and 
needed no such thing.

But probably Heywood’s real, if unconscious, griev­
ance was that he had not'been consulted on the matter. 
He had been so accustomed to control everything con­
nected with the Council that he resented any action 
affecting it which had not had his approval. And he 
genuinely did fear that the advent of the new paper 
would mean that both it and the old one*would become 
bankrupt and the Exercise left with none. It was sug­
gested that he was influenced by the fact that he had 
helped ‘ The Bell News ’ financially, and would lose his 
money; but such a thing is not in the least likely. He

was above such a motive. It was rather wounded pride 
than fear of financial loss that made him lose his temper.

It was a lame and impotent conclusion, and I made up 
my mind it should not end there. Heywood’s action was 
universally condemned in the Exercise, and Davies, as 
secretary, very wisely acted as if the resolution had been 
passed. Next year at the London meeting I moved ‘ that 
this Council, in extending its hearty welcome to “  The 
Ringing W orld,”  has heard with satisfaction from the 
hon. secretary that he has from the first appearance of 
the paper sent for publication in its columns all essential 
official notices and reports of the Council, and notes with 
pleasure that the analysis of peals for the past year has 
been compiled from and appeared in identical terms in _ 
both ringing papers alike.’ It was passed without op­
position.

In the interval a good deal of pressure was put on me 
not to do anything which would appear to reflect on Hey­
wood, and just before the meeting one prominent man 
came and begged me not to make a scene. I never had 
any intention of referring to Heywood’s action in any 
way, but I had a fixed intention not to give way one inch 
on the original question. '  j

The whole incident was a rather ridiculous one, and 
probably did far more good to ‘ The Ringing World ’ 
than it did harm. It is important in the history of the 
Council, for It formed the definite division between the 
earlier da^s when the Council was kept in leading strings 
by Heywood, who guided and controlled it in every way, 
and the later days when the control and influence passed 
into the hands of the younger generation (different in 
class and education from the earlier ringers), who now 
form the backbone of the Exercise.

V -I
it.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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BELFRY GOSSIP.
A  walk through the City o f London leaves many vivid and un­

forgettable impressions, and not the least is that o f the striking and 
unexpected views one gets of familiar towers and steeples seen from  
new and unfamiliar aspects across the ruins o f destroyed buildings.

As one walks along Eastcheap suddenly a gaping hole in the houses 
reveals W ren’ s tower and spire o f St. Dunstan s-in-the-East. There it 
stands amid the ruins o f the church and the warehouses which but 
lately almost entirely hid it, and it  is now fully revealed for the 
thing o f beauty it is. From top to bottom  it  has been gutted by fire. 
N ot a floor is left, only th§. bare shell o f stone, which, however, does 
not appear to be seriously damaged. On the ground beneath are 
several o f  the bells, some smashed, but one or two* we hope, still 
sound.

Our latest, information is that the bells of St. John’s, W aterloo 
Road, are undamaged. The church was almost destroyed by  a high 
explosive bomb in an early raid, but the fire did not reach the tower.'

The bells o f  another destroyed London church, St. Vedast’ s, Foster 
Lane, appear also to be all right, but it  is difficult to  find definite 
information.

Handbell peals in two new methods, and a couple o f other liandbell 
peals thrown in, is not a bad record for  one week in these war times. 
But we fear that the splendid Bushey handbell performances will 
not continue very much xonger. Still, while the sun shines perhaps 
a little more hay will be made.

A  further grant of probate, in respect o f settled land, valued at 
£427,145, has been issued in Ihe estate o f M ajor Percy Horace Gordon 
Powell-Cotton, Quex Park, Tlianet, the late owner o f ^Quex Park with 
its tower and twelve bells, who le ft unsettled estate' already valued 
at £94,153, making a total of £521,298.

F ifty  years ago to-day three peals were rung. One was Grandsire 
Triples, one Kent Treble Bob M ajor and one Stedman Triples. The 
last was on the heavy eight at Merton College, Oxford. Two men 
were at the-tenor, and W ashbrook, who conducted, rang the seventh.

On July 21st, 1923, a band o f the Chester Diocesan Guild rang at 
Over 17,280 changes o f Kent Treble Bob M ajor in ten hours. Mr. 
Robert Sperring conducted and Mr. James H . R iding rang the tenor. 
The composition was by Mr. J. W . Parker and the peal is the record 
for the method, b i t  four years later 17,824 changes of Oxford, com­
posed by Mr. T. B. W orsley, were rung at Heptonstall.

On St. James’ Day, July 25th, 1889, eight members o f the St. 
James’ Society each named James rang at St. James’ , Clerkenwell, a 
peal o f Grandsire Triples.

The Norwich Scholars rang the first peal o f Double Oxford Bob 
M ajor, 6,000 changes, at St. Giles’ , Norwich, on July 26th, 1832.

Oh the same date in 1872 the bells o f W aterford were  ̂ opened, and 
next day the College Youths rang the first peal—Grandsire Triples— 
in Ireland

James W . W ashbrook, perhaps the greatest all-round ringer who 
has ever lived, was born on July 27th, 1864.

SC ROOF.
To the Editor.

Sir,—W here did the word ‘ scroof * come from ? Can someone tell 
us? Your contributor, writing in the article on ‘ Standard Methods ’ 
on July 4th, asked ‘ W hat history lies behind the use o f the word, 
60* familiar to London ringers ? ’ I  believe ‘ scroof ’ has long been in 
the vocabulary o f ringers, but only in London. I t  will be interesting 
to know its origin and its early use in the Exercise.

. ‘ IN Q U IR E R .’

H A N D B E L L  R IN G IN G .
W H EN  D ID  IT  BEGIN ?

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,— Can you please furnish me with any information regard­

ing the use o f handbells? A t the m eeting at Halstead recently the 
Vicar wondered whether history was repeating itself. The ringers’ 
ja r  which we have in our belfry was made in the time o f the Reform a­
tion when the ringing o f church bells was forbidden, and the Vicar 
inquired whether handbells were run^ at this time.

I f  we can be furnished with any information regarding dates and 
uses o f handbells at this time we should be grateful.

HILDA G. SNOWDEN.

B E L L  H A N G I N G  2 2 0  Y E A R S  A G O
^ h e  ‘ W estern Flying Post* o f July 14th, 1760, had the following 

advertisem ent:—
There is lately Hung to Sally and set going by John BusK Bell- 

Hanger o f Chew-Stoke near Bristol in the County o f  Somerset, a 
large Peal o f Six Bells in the Town o f Yeovil in the said County; 
The Tennor consisting o f near 50 o-.wt; they are allowed to be the 
largest Peal o f Six that is in the Country, and required before new 
Hung 22 or 23 Men to ring the Six Bells; but since they are hung 
by th e ‘ said Bush the same has been rung for several Hours by 
7 Men only and 50 3 or 4 different Peals o f Changes; Consisting o f 
120 Grandsire Changes in each Peal.

N .B .—The said Bush has work’d in the Business upwards of 30 
Years, and is thought to ^e e  very experienced Man, and will be 
ready to serve any Parish, if required.
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the twelve Corinthian columns are well arranged. In this and in 
the other churches named there is much excellent woodwork and 
some carving, though generally not o f such a high order as that in 
the W ren churches. By the way, we must divest ourselvefc o f the 
idea that all the carved wood in the churches o f the W ren period is 
the work o f Grinling Gibbons— there is probably enough in St. Paul’s 
alone to have kept that, industrious man occupied for  the whole of 
his working lif^!

In my opinion Hawksmoor’s style appears at its best in the west 
front o f Limehouse Church. The porch with its detail on a big scale, 
and the great tower rising proudly above the mean buildings about 
it, form  a grand picture when seen either from  the Thames or at 
close quarters. Some artiste have ably recorded it.

Spitalfields is probably the largest o f these 61iurches and internally 
is very good. Here there are no galleries except at the west end. 
The church is o f great height and has a  fine plaster ceiling, deeply 
coffered, and arched over the aisles, making an effective contrast with 
the plain walls and shafts of the columns below. The west front o f 
Spitalfields is impressive, having a portico o f unusual design. The 
tower is given the appearance o f great breadth by buttre^-like 
projections at each side, which add greatly to its strength.

The grouping o f the massive tower and four-domed, turrets at St. 
George’s is picturesque. Hawksmoor was not so fortunate a t Blooms­
bury, though here he made good use o f his site. This church has a 
fine portico o f orthodox design and was one o f the first London 
churches in which this feature was introduced. The tower is rather 
insignificant, though strongly built. Its designer was criticised and 
the parishioners ridrculed for  terminating the steeple with a statue 
o f King George I. as expressed in the following lines :— 

t ‘ The King o f Great Britain was reckoned before,
* The head o f the Church, by all Protestant people;

His Bloomsbury subjects have made him still more,
For with them he now is the head o f the steeple.’

I t  is recorded that the statue was given by an ‘ eminent parishioner 
and vestryman,’ so it is unlikely that the architect was responsible 
for this absurdity.

Hawksmoor held several im portant offices, in some o f which he suc­
ceeded W ren. He was clerk o f works at Greenwich Hospital, deputy 
surveyor o f Chelsea College (or Hospital), ^surveyor o f Westminster 
A bbey and o f all new churches. A t Westminster he assisted W ren in 
the completion of the western towers. He was associated with an­
other famous man, Vanbrugh, in the erection o f the Palace of 
Blenheim, Oxfordshire, and carried out work at All Souls’ and Queen’s 
Colleges, Oxford. H e designed machinery for  restoring to the Per­
pendicular the west front of Beverley Minster.

Hawksmoor died on March 25th, 1736, aged 75. The churches briefly 
described are not all well known to ringers. St. George’s-in-the-East 
had a fine eight which unfortunately perished with the church, as 
already noted in these columns. Spitalfields has eight bells, which 
replaced a peal o f twelve lost many years ago by fire, of which 
accounts have also appeared. Limehouse and St. Mary W oolnoth 
each have three bells.

W e can admire^ these churches, not for  any romantic beauty such 
as we find in mediaeval buildings, but for their skilful planning and 
sometimes stately proportions, and for the excellence o f their con­
struction. W e can also with advantage study the wood and plaster 
work found in them, all no doubt originating in the brain of the 
architect, though in his day the individuality o f the craftsman would 
find more scope than has been allowed in later years. W e may hope 
that St. George’s will rise- again from  its ashes, and that its com­
panion chu rchy  will be spared and freed from  various disfigurements 
necessitated by ‘ A .R .P .,’ to preserve for  many years a phase of 
church architecture which is .typically English.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
. MEETING AT YO RK  MINSTER.

The summer meeting o f the Eastern District o f the Yorkshire 
Association was held at York on Saturday, July 12tli, and was 
attended by over 20 ringers from  Headingley (St. Michael’ s), Market 
W eigliton, ‘Nunburnholme, Ripon, Selby, Sherburn-in-Elmet and the 
local company.

Choral evensong was attended in the Minster, prior to which hand­
bell ringing took place in the belfry.

Tea was served in the Feasegate Cafe and was followed by the 
business meeting. Mr. F. Crver, the vice-president,. was in the chair, 
and he began by asking- those present to stand in silence in memory 
of Dr. Bate, Dean o f York, who had recently passed away.

A vote o f  thanks to the Minster authorities for permission to hold 
the meeting was proposed by Mr. F. Wilkinson, seconded by  Mr.
F. G. Sherwood, and was responded to by the Ven. Archdeacon 
England, who gave the association a most hearty welcome to York, 
saying that he hoped very soon the bells of the Minster would be 
ringing out once again for  peace and victory.

The Archdeacon had to leave early, as he had another meeting to 
attend, this being the fourth meeting he had attended during the day.

A vote o f thanks to the Minster ringers for the excellent arrange­
ments was passed, and Mr. Earnsliaw responded, welcoming those 
present. . ■

It  was decided to hold the next m eeting at Selby in September.
Further handbell ringing took place till 8 o ’ clock, which ended a 

very happy meeting on a really hot summer day.

NICHOLAS HAWKSMOOR.
A FAMOUS CHURCH ARCHITECT.

B y  R ic h a r d ' F . D e a l .
The destruction by enemy action o f a fine church in the east of 

London—St. George’s—brings to our notice the name o f the remark­
able man who was r^ponsible for the design o f this and- o f four 
other London*cliurches o f the same .character.

The*influence of# Sir Christopher W ren is seen to greater or less 
degree in the work o f many who followed him, but he appears to 
have handed down bis art by personal instruction to  very few. His 
only outstanding pupil was Nicholas Hawksmoor, o f whom we are 
told that he entered W ren’s household as ‘ scholar and domestic clerk ’ 
at the age of 18. I t  is not known whether W ren undertook to impart 
to the young man any other art than that o f architecture—he was, 
o f course, a  master o f other branches o f learning—but we may assume 
that he would direct his pupil’ s talents into the channel in which

C H R I S T  C H U R C H ,  S P I T A L F I E L D S .

his assistance would eventually be  o f the greatest value, for W ren at 
that time must have had a vast amount o f work in hand, including 
designs for the rebuilding o f St. Paul’s and about fifty churches in 
and about the City.

W ren was repaid by the devotion and assistance o f his former 
pupil, who was associated with him in all his most im portant work 
tor a period o f 30 years.

The churches designed by Hawksmoor are St. Mary W oolnoth, C ity ; 
St. Anne’ s, Limehouse; Christ Church, Spitalfielas; St. George’s, 
Bloomsbury, and St. George’s-in-the-East, o f which only the walls 
remain. In some cases he was more fortunate in his sites than was 
his master, and usually was not hampered by considerations o f 
economy. His style is heavier and less fanciful than that o f W ren— 
he obtained his effect by  contrasting big  masses o f plain stonework 
with bold projections and deeply recessed openings.

St. M ery W oolnoth is considered by some to be his best work. This 
is a small church, square on plan, and its designer made the best o f 
a confined site. Internally it is lofty and o f fine proportions, and
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LONDON CITY CHURCHES.
PRECAUTIONS AGAIN ST A IR  RAIDS.

The committee set up by the Bishop o f London to deal with war 
damage to the City churches has issued a memorandum on the work 
it  has so far accomplished.

The committee, states the memorandum, has devoted much time 
both to safeguarding, so far as possible, the contents o f  churches 
hitherto undamaged and to carrying out first-aid repairs and salvage 
when churches have suffered from  enemy action.

It  is out o f the question that any attempt* should be made at 
present to decide which churches ought ultimately to be reconstructed, 
but the committee has endeavoured to ensure that first-aid repairs 
and protection shall be given where any substantial remains o f  the 
church have survived, so as to kefep the way open for  reconstruction 
should it be desired to take this course. This has involved consider­
able cost, and has inevitably in some places proved useless owing to^ 
the results o f subsequent bombs—a risk which cannot be avoided.

As soon as the committee was constituted a tentative list o f typical 
examples o f  woodwork, monuments, fonts, bells and other furniture 
was formed, and the objects were removed from  the churches to 
places o f greater safety or were protected in situ. Sometimes it  was 
possible to construct brick chambers in the bases o f the towers (the 
great strength o f which architecturally has been amply proved), and 
church fittings placed in such chambers have survived widespread 
damage done to the church itself.

In other churches the furniture has been removed out o f  London 
or to crypts in the London area. In this way the committee set out 
to preserve at any rate a representative selection o f such woodwork . 
and other fittings; a course which was subsequently recommended 
by the president o f the Society of Antiquaries.

Later the list was extended and other works o f art, including some 
of considerable size like the screens in St. Peter upon Cornhill and 
St. Margaret Lothbury and the clock o f St. Magnus the Martyr, 
have been successfully rem oved; and thi§ work will be continued 
wherever practicable.

Altogether several thousand pounds have been expended from  church 
funds on tlfe City churclies alone. Some o f this expenditure will 
ultimately be repaid under the provisions o f the W ar Damage Act, 
but there will be no repayment o f the large sums expended in the 
precautionary work.

The following «Citv churches have been destroyed or so badly 
damaged that tlieyNcannot be used for divine service : All Hallows’ , 
Barking; Christ Church, Newgate Street; St. Andrew’s, H olborn; 
St. Andrew W ardrobe; SS. Anne and Agnes’ ; St. Bride’s ;  St. 
Dunsten-in-the-Easf; St. Giles', Cripplegate; St. Lawrence Jewry; 
St. M agnus-tlie-M artyr; St. Mary Abchurch; St. Mary Alderm anbury; 
St. M ary-le-Bow; St. M ildred’s, Bread S treet; St. Nicholas’ , Cole 
A bbey : St. Olave’ s, H art Street; St. Stephen’s, Coleman S treet; St. 
Stephen’s, W albrook, and St. Vedast’s, Foster Lane.

Three rings of twelve bells and 'six o f eight are known to have 
been destroyed.

I N S U R A N C E  OF B E L L S .
A STRICTLY U TILITA R IA N  POLICY.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,— Ycur arguments and inferences on this subject are per­

fectly correct, but there is one point not mentioned hitherto which 
has to be taken into account. It is this:—

The Government has taken on the responsibility for  the repair o f the 
fabric o f all bom bed churches and church schools, etc. It is the con­
sidered opinion ©f many people that when rebuilding has to be taken 
in  hand the Government will only pay th e  cost o f a building adequate 
(and no more) for holding a reasonable number o f worshippers. It 
does not follow  that a church which has previously had a tower with 
a ring o f bells will have a tower provided again. In other words, 
the policy will l$e strictly utilitarian, and will in some districts cer­
tainly be contingent upon the real need for a rebuilt church on the 
same site.

As you remark, the insurance rates are high, 30s. per £100 for six 
months only. I f  extended afr the same rate this will be £3 per cent, 
per annum. The plan adopted (by official advice) as the basis o f 
insurance is : W hat is the minimum sum necessary to provide chairs, 
a reading desk, soine books, church plate and the barest necessities 
to refurnish a church which has been completely destroyed?
N I t  is only too weir known that the great m ajority o f church con­
gregations have the utmost difficulty even now in making financial 
ends meet, especially in poor districts in towns and small country 
villages These latter often have large and beautiful churches. The 
official form  for insurance definitely classes insurable objects as 
follows: (a) Organ; (b) bells; (c) other furniture (under certain 
limitations). The present scheme is only valid till September 30th 
next, but it is presumed that it  will be extended for  six months at 
a time on the same terms. I am certain that wherever the money 
for the adequate insurance o f organs and bells is provided— money, 
not only ‘ strongest representations.’— church authorities will gladly 
take out the require*! policies. (Rev.) A. M. SAMSON.

St. Peter’ s Vicarage, Loughborough.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
v SUGGESTED REVISION OF SERVICE FORM.

A very enjoyable meeting o f  the Northern Division o f the Essex 
Association took place at Halstead on July 12th, when twelve ringers 
attended from  six parishes, viz., Halstead, Greenstead Green, Earls 
Colne, Braintree, Bocking and Dunmow.

Handbells were rung in church before the service, which was con­
ducted by Canon T. H . Curling (Vicar), assisted b y t h e  Rev. R 
Poston (assistant priest), with Mr. I. T. Chapman, A .lf.C .O ., at the 
organ. The service took placc in the chancel o f the church, and the 
Vicar, in the course o f his address, spoke o f the fellowship amongst 
the ringers. He hoped the time would not be far distant when the 
bells Would ring again for  victory.

Tea was partaken o f in the new Congregational Schoolroom, and 
was ably served by Mrs. A. Snowden.

The business m eeting followed, with the District Master (Mr. H. W . 
Smith) in the chair. I t  was proposed by Mr. H. W . Smith, seconded 
by Mr. L. W . Wiffen, that the secretary try and arrange the next 
meeting at Braintree some tifne in October,

A discussion followed upon the association’s form  o f service. Mr. 
L. W . Wiffen said it was a m atter he had wanted to discuss for 
some time. The Psalms were not pointed, and the li^ran tunes were 
in too high *a key and needed a great deal of effort in singing. Mr. 
Wiffen went on to say that he had enjoyed the service which had* 
taken place in the afternoon, the V icar hadj rightly chosen some 
different hymns from A. and M., and the ringers had had the privi­
lege o f using the psalters in the chancel.

Mr. 1. T'. Chapman explained all that was needed to put the service 
as it was wanted.

It  was decided to bring forward the suggestion kindly offered by 
the organist at the next committee meeting.

The District Master proposed a vote o f thanks to the Vicar for 
allowing the meeting to take place at Halstead, and also fo r  his 
excellent address, and to the organist* for his services. The service, 
he said, had been enjoyed by all, as they were very fortunate in 
having an organist able to transpose the tunes into a lower key.

The Vicar, in reply, said he was very pleased to see the association 
carrying on in spite of all the difficulties that prevailed at the present 
time.

The ringers then adjourned to the V icar’s lawn for further hand­
bell ringing. Methods rung included Grandsire Caters, Kent Treble 
Bob M ajor, Bqb M ajor and Grandsire Triples.

Donations were gratefully received from  Mrs. T. Ray and Mr. H. S. - 
Martin towards expenses for tea.

B R I S T O L ’S N E W  GUTLTV
H ANDBELL RIN GERS’ A CTIV ITY.

I11 order to maintain the interest o f as many ringers afe possible 
and to cultivate handbell ringing, a Guild has been formed in Bristol 
for the promotion o f handbell ringing alone.

The Guild was form ed under the title o f * The Bristol Guild of 
Handbell R ingers/ its activities being governed by* a set o f 15 rules 
compiled by the founders. The office o f Master o f the Guild is held 
by Mr. Donald G. Clift, form er Master o f the Llandaff and Monmouth 
Association, and that o f secretary by Mr. Albert M. Tyler, present 
secretary o f the Bristol City Branch o f the Gloucester and Bristol 
Association. Other ringers who helped in its form ation include Mr. 
Thomas S. Harris* present chairman of the Bristol City Branch of the 
Gloucester and Bristol Association, and Mr. Royston G. Bryant, 
member of the Executive Committee and Bristol Rural Branch of 
the Gloucester and Bristol Association.

A certificate o f membership is being prepared, and it is intended 
to issue these certificates to all members for  a nominal fee when 
completed

The present standard of the ringing includes Grandsire Triples, 
Bob. M ajor and Stedman Triples, the form er being almost at peal- 
ringing standard with some members.

A suggestion that a model be ll'fram e  should be constru&ed and 
made tne property o f  the Guild is receiving direct attention, and it 
is hoped to see this completed before the emi o f the year. The tenor 
is expected to weigh about 2 lb.

The Guild has been holding regular practices since its formation 
in November, but the departure o f Mr. S. H . Riches, o f St. W er- 
burgh’s, to the Forces gave a temporary setback to the progress that 
these practices were making.

The next business meeting will be held during August, the announce­
ment o f which will be made a t a later date. Ringers wishing to 
attend these practices will be gladly welcomed, and details o f mem­
bership, etc., may be obtained from the secretary, whose address is
5, Addison Road, V ictoria Park, Bristol 3.

Thanks are extended to ringers from  Bath and Cheltenham who 
have been able to help and to enjoy some o f the handbell ringing.

As will be seen elsewhere, the Guild has scored its first peal, the 
hon. secretary having called Parker’s Twelve-Part. *

BOB M AJOR LEAD ENDS.—Imperial was much practised in the 
City o f Norwich in the latter part o f .the last century (the 18th). 
Although full o f work, its formation is not such as to excite admira­
tion owing to the tenors being so much apart, and the change o f the 
treble lead not being legitimate as will be observed by  comparing it 
with other methods.— Henry Hubbard, 1845.
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THE STANDARD METHODS
DUFFIELD.

In the spring o f  the year 1887 Sir Arthur Heywood 
sent to ‘ The Bell News ’*a series of articles which he 
afterwards published in book form. In these he reviewed 
the state of Royal and Maximus ringing as it then 
existed, and went ton to recommend a new method which 
he had worked out, and named Duffield after the village 
\yhere he lived. His remarks are valuable and can be 
read to-day, half a century later, with interest, allowance 
having been made for the passage of the years.

I ain desirous (writes Heywood) of directing attention 
to the present state of the art in regard to ten and 
twelve-bell ringing. Eight-bell ringing has for many 
years received a large share of notice in the more ad­
vanced methods, until at the present time there ar^ 

several bands and very many individual ringers who can 
tap away in peals of Double Norwich and Superlative 
with as much ease and certainty as in Treble Bob. But 
when we turn to ten and twelve bells the same progress 
is by no means apparent: in fact, the proportion of peals 
pf Royal and Maximus to those of Major is much less 
than it was'in the last century. Doubtless one reason is 
because the advance in Major pinging has been chiefly 
effected by country companies, who, being confined to 
eight bells, have concentrated thereon their energies. 
Again the unprecedented and deserved popularity of Sted­
man Caters and Cinques, so# infinitely more interesting 
and convenient to ring than long and monotonous courses 
of Treble B.ob, has perhaps kept town companies from 
turning their tenors in so frequently as formerly.

But the question arises : W hy has ringing on ten and 
twelve bells been confined to Treble Bob? I make the 
statement under correction, but I believe it to be a fact 
that for seventy years no peal of Royal or Maximus had 
been rung in any other method, except perhaps an odd 
peal of Plain Bob, until the somewhat discreditable spell 
was lately broken by the energy of the Ipswich Society, 
whose peals of Double Norwich Royal indicate the possi­
bility of Double Norwich Maximus in the near future, a 
performance which, if achieved, will place that company 
on a pedestal of fame not second to the Norwich of the 
past. ,

The question admits of an answer in the extreme diffi­
culty of attempting new methods where there are a large 
number of ringers, and where, consequently, the practices 
of a special band would entail temporary exclusion on the 
rest. It may be argued that Plain Bob was learnt and 
rung in several variations, and subsequently Treble Bob; 
then why not other methods ? The reply to this is that all 
these were methods which could be equally well practised 
on eight bells, and of which the extension to ten and 
twelve involved no material alteration in the work; that is. 
to say, that anyone who could ring them on eight could 
ring them equally well on higher numbers when accus­
tomed to the.extra ropes. The rapid rise of Stedman 
from five to eleven bells was doubtless due to this valu­
able properly.

Now of the finer Major methods— except Double Ox­
ford, where the length of dodging would be excessive-— 
none can be extended to Royal or Maximus without en­
tailing alterations in the work so extensive as to leave 
the original hardly recognisable in its new form. Such 
a case is that of Double Norwich, in which the relation 
of Major to Royal and Maximus is. so slight as to make

them to all intents and purposes different methods. The 
same applies to Superlative which, though extended to 
ten bells by Shipway, has been little practised. The 
difficulties in the way of learning such methods with a 
band of so many as ten ringers appear too great to justify 
any hope that more than an occasional .attempt will be 
made in this direction. '1'he impediment seems absurd, 
but it none the less exists, and, taken together with his­
torical evidence, clearly points to the inference that no 
further general advance in ten and twelve-bell ringing 
can be expected until some more musical and interesting 
method than Treble Bob makes its appearance which, in 
addition to being fairly easily learnt, shall be capable of 
extension from Major to Royal and Maximus without 
any radical change in the work.

Before proceeding farther, let us glance briefly at the 
musical properties of the ten and twelve-bell methods now 
existing. Plain Bob we may dismiss as having had its 
day and no longer possessing any special attraction. 
Treble Bob, at present in general use, is in many ways 
very defective, as has been pretty clearly stated bv 
greater authorities than myself. The endless making of 
second’s place in front, together with the wide and fre­
quent parting of the heavy bells, causes the music to be, 
except near the course ends, very unsatisfactory.

With respect to Double Norwich Royal and Maximus, 
the music cannot for a moment be compared with'that of 
Double Norwich Major, for while the latter is one of the 
most perfect of methods, the former, in which the beauti­
ful double dodging is entirely done away, have little 
more to recommend them than that they keep the tenors 
well together— a most important point, however, for with 
ten and twelve bells the effectiveness of the beat is largely 
dependent on the regular and equidistant positions of the , 
heavy1 ones. On these grounds Superlative Royal, in 
which they are mercilessly knocked about, stands at once 
condemned. Double Oxford on the higher numbers 
would not be pleasing for, as the bells in front and be­
hind dodge till the treble parts them, what are only five- 
pull dodges in Major would be extended to seven and 
nine-pull dodges in Royal and Maximus; a length tedious 
alike to hand and ear.

Other ten-bell methods there are, but their virtues are 
few and their faults many, and there is no likelihood of 
their ever being practised. Shipway’s principle alone re­
mains to be noticed. It has four-bell work in front and 
triple dodging in all other places, the bells going in 
alternately quick and slow as in Stedman. Here, one 
would think, is just the desired method, as with simply 
the extra places to do^ge in, it runs the same on all even 
numbers.*" Unfortunately the alternating quick and slow , 
work parts the tenors so widely that, except at the 
course-en'ds, there is no regularity in the music, and there 
is the further objection that the slow work is complicated 
and the continuous -triple dodging tedious.

W e arrive, therefore, at the conelusion, not only that 
there is no ten or t\yelve-bell method in existence that 
can be said to produce the best of music, but also that 
of such methods ^ s  there are none but Plain Bob and 
Treble Bob are suitable for general practice— Grandsire 
I altogether ignore as being on even numbers a bastard 
system— and that therefore, as has been already stated, 
no general advance can be anticipated in the direction in­
dicated until some more harmonious method than these 

(Continued on next page.)
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
(Continued from  previous page.) 

is found which shall be equally capable of extension from 
Major to Royal and Maximus.

The required method must be :—
1. \ Capable of being practised on eight bells and of 

extension to' ten and twelve without material alteration 
in the work.

2. Regular -in its work, keeping the heavy bells well 
together, more especially when they come behind.

3. Not too lengthy in the course, thus admitting of 
handy touches.

4. Arranged to have as much double dodging as pos­
sible for the salje of the music.

With regard to this last condition, it is generally ad­
mitted that double dodging is the finest movement in 
change ringing. It brings out the full force of a musical 
position, but yet stops short of monotony, and occurs 
continually in every one of the more harmonious systems 
on seven and eight bells. For this reason no ten or 
twelve-bell method could without it be considered as 
entitled to a first rank.'

From this point, Heywood goes on to discuss the dif- 
.  ferent lines on which the required method might be 

formed, and ultimately arrived at Duffield as the only 
satisfactory solution of the problem. He worked it out 
on eight bells, and says that on pricking th6 course the 
method will be found to possess the following extra­
ordinary list of qualities :—

1. One false course-end only against the whole plain 
course so long as 7-8 are kept together, and none so 
long as as 6-7-8 are kept together even if singles are 
used. If the 6th is moved and singles are used, only two 
extra false course-ends occur.

2. Perfect in construction, quadruple and triple 
changes alternating with each other.

3. The tenors well together, except in the four-bell 
work, where the brief parting brings up the identical 
music for which Superlative is renowned.

4. Capable of producing an endless variety of peals 
in which the 6th may be kept at home throughout.

5. Very'convenient for short touches.
6. Avoiding any difficulty as to who shall ring the 

treble in a peal, all the bells working alike.
7. Easily. learnt by a good band and capable of ex­

tension to ten and twelve bells by simply dodging in the 
extra places as in Stedman, thus making the ringing of 
Royal and Maximus a mere question of opportunity.

8. Producing quickly recurring course-ends with the 
7th and all the bells about it dodging in the home posi­
tion.

Sir Arthur Heywood had no small reason to think he 
had solved the problem he set out to tackle, and if Duf­
field has. not turned out to be what he expected, one of 
the chief reasons is that it has never had a fair trial on 
ten and twelve bells. The method which actuallv did 
provide the means by which ringers broke away from the 
monotony of Treble Bob was Cambridge. In some re­
spects Cambridge is the method Heywood was searching 
for, but had he known of its capacity for extension it is 
pretty certain he would have rejected it, for he had little 
good to- say of it as a Major method.

SURFLEET, LINOS.— At Glvn Garth on July 11th, 720 Bob Minor 
on handbells : Mrs. R. Richardson 1-2. R. Richardson (conductor) 5-4. 
J . S. Goldsmith 5-6.

NOTICES.
NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  

M ONDAY.
All communications should* be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  

O f f i c e  o f  ‘  T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’  L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k i n g , S u r r e y .

' THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 
under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of i /6 .

‘ The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION— Tonbridge Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Tonbridge on Satur­
day, July 26th. Service in church at 4 o’clock. Busi­
ness meeting after tea. One very important item is to 
elect a new district secretary. Subscriptions for 1941 
can be paid at this meeting. —  T. Saunders, Peckham 
Bush, Paddock W ood, Kent.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Hinckley 
District.— A ringing meeting will be held at Sapcote on 
July 26th. Bells (silent) at 3.30 p.m. No tea. Hand­
bells during evening.— W . A. W ood, Dis. Sec.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Idle on Saturday, July 26th. 
Handbells in the tower from 3 p.m.— H. Lofthouse, Hon. 
Sec. . ' ,

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Preston Branch.—  
A ‘ silent’ practice meeting will beheld at Whittle-le-Woods 
on Saturday, July 26th. Bells ready at 2.30. A cordial 
invitation is extended to all ringers who are at liberty to 
renew their acquaintance with this tower. W e regret that 
we cannot provide the usual repast, but will endeavour to 
supply tea if you can bring along your own sandwiches.—
F. G. Bradley, Chief Ringer.

O XFO R D  DIOCESAN GUILD.— Reading Branch. —  
A meeting will be held at Henley on Saturday, July 26th. 
Handbell ringing in the Chantry House, adjoining the 
church, from 3.30 p.m. Own arrangements must be made 
for tea.— E. G. Foster, Hon. Branch Sec.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Watford 
District.— Meeting at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey, 
Saturday, July 26th. Handbells from 5.30 p.m.- Tea 5 p.m. 
All ringers welcome.— H . G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel 
Avenue, Watford.

.ACCRINGTON, LANCASHIRE.— A practice will be 
held at St. James’ Church on Saturday, July 26th. Tower 
bells (6, with silent apparatus) available from 2.30 p.m. 
Also sets of handbells. All welcome.— R. Leigh, New- 
stead, Willows Lane, Accrington.

BOURNEM OUTH AND DISTRICT.— A garden 
meeting will be held at The Chantry, Madeira Road, 
Bournemouth, by kind invitation of the Rev. R. L. C. 
Newhouse, on July 26th, St 2.30 p.m. Handbells, social 
and ringing chatter. Service in St. Peter’s 5.30. Tea 
6 p.m., and more handbells if desired. If wet meet at St. 
Peter’s Hall.— Arthur V . Davis.

DONCASTER AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The 
next meeting will be held at Arksey on Saturday, July 
26th, at 3 p.m. Handbells available. Tea can be pro­
vided for those.who notify me. Owing to rationing we 
cannot provide sugar. —  Ernest Cooper, Hon. Sec., 6, 
Grosvenor Crescent, Arksey, Doncaster.
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SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.— W est Dorset 
Branch.— A meeting will be held at Beaminster on Satur­
day, July 26th. Tower bells with Seage apparatus from 
3 p.m. Tea and meeting at 5.30. Please notify me for 
tea.— C. H. Lathey, Hon. Sec., Malmaison, Bradgole, 
Bridport.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U T H S.—
The next meeting will be held on Saturday August 2nd, 
at the Bell Foundry, 32-34, Whitechapel Road, E .i, 
at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. —  Biggleswade 
District.— A meeting will be held at Henlow on Saturday, 
August 2nd, also handbells. Please notify Mr. L. 
Bywater, 12, Newtown, Henlow, Beds, if requiring tea. 
Should like to meet our old friends. All will be wel­
comed.— C. J. Ball, 25, Tempsford Road, Sandy, Beds.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.— A 
meeting will be held in the belfry, at Balcombe on Satur­
day, August 2nd. Handbells and ringing* on six silent 
tower bells. Mr. A. Laker, 4, Barnfield Cottages, Bal­
combe, will try and arrange a cup for tea for those who 
notify him by July 31st., Preliminary notice.— Joint 
meeting with Sussex County and Hawkhurst Guild at 
Wadhurst, August 19th. Details later.— C. A. Bassett, 
Hon. Sec.

SURREY ASSOCIATION (North-Western District) 
AND GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD (Leatherhead 
District).— A joint meeting will be held at Leatherhead 
on Monday, August 4th. Ringers may meet at Boxhill
S.R . station at 3.30, to ramble through Norbury Park to 
Leatherhead. Service in Leatherhead Church at 5 p.m. 
Tea at the Duke’s Head at 5.30 p.m. Eight bells 
(silent) and handbells available' at Leatherhead bel­
fry from 3 p.m. and after tea. Names for tea to Mr.
G. Marriner, 7, Poplar Avenue, Leatherhead, by W ed­
nesday, July 30th. All ringers heartily welcome.— G. W .  
Massey and A. H. Smith, Dis. Hon. Secs.

M IDD LESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON­
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— North and East District.—  
A meeting will be held at Stanmore on Saturday, August 
9th. Handbells available at 3 p.m. Service at 4.30 p.m. 
Tea to follow, for which names must be sent to me by 
Tuesday, the 5th. By kind invitation of the Rector, the 
gardens will be open as usual.— T. J. Lock, Hon. Dis. 
See.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Guils- 
borough Branch.— A meeting will be held at Ravensthorpe 
on Saturday, August 9th. Bells (5, silent) will be avail­
able from 3.30 p.m. Tea will be provided, but will mem­
bers please bring their own sandwiches and sugar. Bus 
leaves Northampton (Derngate) at 3 p.m.— H. H- 
Shrives, Hon. Sec.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Western Division.—  
A meeting will be held at Loughton on Saturday, August 
9th. Service at 4.30 p.m. Business meeting to follow. 
Handbells available during afternoon and evening. De­

tails regarding tea in next week’s issue. All ringers 
heartily welcome.— J. H. Grampion, Hon. Sec., 14, W el­
lesley Road, Wanstead, E .n .

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. —  Lewisham Dis­
trict. —  A meeting will be held on Saturday, August 
16th. Place and other details announced next week. 
Please notify me of . any business to be placed 
upon the agenda. . Subscriptions can be paid at this 
meeting. —  A. G- Hill, Hon. Dis. Sec. Temporary 
address: 53 , Hengist Road/ Erith, Kent.

‘ THE CHURCH BELLS OF BER K SH IR E.’ Part 
IV . Reprinted from the Journal of the Berks Archaeo­
logical Society. To be obtained from the author, Mr. 
Frederick Sharpe, Derwen, Launton, Bicester, Oxford­
shire. Price one shilling.

H A N D B E L L S  W A N T E D .
W A N TE D , good set of handbells; medium size.— Price 

and particulars to Cross, 58, Fonthill Road, Hove, Sus-

S I L E N T  R I N G E R S  S H O U L D  K E E P  S I L E N T .
To the Editor.

Sir,—I am afraid that when we ringers speak o f ‘ ringing 'the 
bells silent,’ and association secretaries send reports o f such activities 
at their meetings to the local Press (as many do), far too many are 
apt to forget one thing— that working behind the scenes is a body 
arming to the teeth whose aim it is, not to silence the bells for the 
duration, but for  all time if they can.

Every action and every scrap o f information which favours their 
policy is likely to be made into propaganda by them for  the post-war 
years. This ‘ silent ringing ’ is lust the kind of thing that this body 
is looking for, and ringers should take a warning that unless we go 
very carefully about this business we may have it  thrown at us 
after the war— ‘ ringers got their pleasure during the war without 
annoyance to anyone, therefore there should be nothing to prevent 
them doing the same now .’ ^

I happen to know from  personal experience that those who favour 
this view have considerable influence on certain sections o f the Press, 
and can it be that their influence has already extended to parts of 
the ecclesiastical authorities and to the Ministry o f Hom e Security? 
This latter question, I contend, is not free from  doubt.

The Ministry of Home Security at the commencement o f the war 
pu,t out a circular, ‘ Don’t  use careless talk which may ^ive away 
vital secrets to the enemy.’ The ringing fraternity should make this 
m otto their own, since it is the only^thiiig o f any value offered to 
^-hem by the said Ministry.

Ringers need now to form  themselves into a ‘ Hom e Guard ’ .of 
their ow n ; after the war may be too late and find this * enemy * too 
firmly established with consequences which may be regrettable to 
the Exercise and all those other lovars o f bells. * A N TI-SILE N T.’

S I L E N T  A P P A R A T U S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—W as there any missing o f the point on my part? I 
asked a question—which, by the way, Mr. Post again asks—and I 
gave one exam ple; Mr. Maurice Clarke gives another.

May I  endorse as fully as possible what you say in your leader o f 
June 13th, that what we have really tp avoid is the lowering o f the 
standard o f striking by the use o f such apparatus.

W oodbridge, Suffolk : ______  HERBERT DRAKE.

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM  ITALIAN  HEM P. OR ITALIAN  FLAX. 
SOFT AN D PLIABLE IN  HAND. A L L  ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PA ID  AN D ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

D A V I D  M A X O N .  ROPE works, crantham

Gm & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FO R  N E W  C L O C K S , C H IM E  A D D IT IO N S , R EP A IR S  
OR R E P A IN TIN G  O F  D IA LS .
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T <> F R E E  

f r o m  th e  
R e v. E . S . P O W E L L , S t a v e r t o n  V ic a r a g e , D a v e n t r y

t. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-BeU Treble

^  Dominated Method*) > ................... ' ............................................
COLLECTION OP PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Doable Oxford B o b ) .........................................................................
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..................................
REPORT OF CONFERENCE W IT H  S .P .A .B ..............................
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN  THE CARE AND USE OF 

BELLS ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ...........

Cambridge Surprise M ajor ..................
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court
Bristol Surprise M ajor ..........................

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ..................
VARIATION  AND TRANSPOSITION ..........................................
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New 

Edition) ........... ... ................................. . ... .................. ' ...

9
9
9

O
6

1i
3
2
3
2
2
O

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES ’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
Eat. 1 8 2 0  _ ---------- .. - r r -=  Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p ric es  In crea se , 
p r e -w a r  q u a lity , and send  us y o u r  old  Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst n o t in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGH T,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lO d.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

•STANDARD M ETHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
• STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by  J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lO d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages. 
‘ SURPRISE M ETHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A  book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M .A., F .R .A .S. Contains a tabulated list o f peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post frde, on  receipt o f  postal order, from  
Miss MARGARET E, SNOWDON 
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s t o n ,  L a n c s

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6^d. each, or 5s. 9d., dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonefsh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7|d. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey. k \

2 o Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IRKSTAHD in Solid Silwr

Diameter 2jin  2iin. 3im. 3}m . 4in. 4iin. 6in. 5|in 
Price 1 8 /8  * 2 2 /8  2 8 /8  3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /8  8 7 /8  7 8 /8

The Bin. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E . R U S S E L L  and Optician
Telephone 270 ’W  O l i l i N  G

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POW ELL.

Containing full and complete instm ction from  the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting o f peels o f Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain B ob-and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection o f Compositions included.
P rice :— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2/9 
(6 copies for 15/*), 6 bell edition 6ewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for f> /-).
O b tain able  on ly  p o st fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL., 

S ta v e rto n  V lo arag e, n ear D aventry.

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many'famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  &  S o n s , M idland C lock W ork s, 

D erby, Ltd.
Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., D erby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the W oodbrid^e Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 

BuildinpB, London, E.C.4.
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Founders of the 
H E A V IE S T  B ELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE t
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■) ■ 

CANADA 
S. AFRICA 

n e w  Z e a l a n d
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Telephone 
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

INSURANCE & MAINTENANCE OF BELLS
The success of the annual meeting of the Oxford Dio­

cesan Guild, at which neither dinner, nor tea, nor bells 
were available" for the members, only plenty of rain, 
speaks volumes for the keenness which still remains 
among many ringers for the art which they cannot now 
practise. When one takes into account the war-time 
claims on the time of almost everyone, and the difficulties 
of transport in these days, an attendance of $ixty from 
fourteen of the fifteen branches which are spread over 
three counties, is more than gratifying, it is almost amaz­
ing,, and well may the Master (Canon Coleridge) have 
expressed his delight at having such a gathering to pre­
side over. The meeting was worth while in other re­
spects, for motions were discussed and adopted which will 
bring to the notice of all the incumbents in the diocese 
who possess rings of bells in their churches the import­
ance of giving them proper attentiorf,-so that they may be 

j maintained in efficient condition while they remain un­
rung; and also that they should be fully insured against 
war-time loss. Further, representations are to be made 
urging that the Government should be responsible for the 
restoration or replacement of bells damaged or destroyed 
by enemy action.

The importance of these matters has been 6onstantly 
emphasised by ‘ The Ringing W orld,’ and we are glad" 
to see that associations like the Kent and the Oxford 
Guild are taking the matter up- with determination. 
What is also needed is the backing of the Church authori­
ties, and it would be a good thing if the Bishops, either 
through the Diocesan Conferences or the Diocesan Ad­
visory Committees, could be induced to show a little more 
interest in the subject of the restoration of damaged 
bells. In seeking this, ringers are not actuated by selfish 
motives. Let us admit that we are anxious that, as soon 
as may be after the war, we want to see all the bells in 
action again, but there is another aspect of the question. 
W e repeat that very few Church officials stop to realise 
how valuable a piece df Church property a ring 'of bells 
is. In a great number of churches the bells are the most 
valuable thing in the building, but there is evidence that 
in many quarters they fall very low on the list in the 
estimation of those responsible for their safe keeping.

The Government a year ago made bells an instrument 
of war. Churches have proved to be among the * most 
vulnerable of buildings in air attacks; and if this latter 
point is admitted, as it seems to be by the Government’s 
undertaking tq restore the buildings, the bells, which they 
are retaining for their own use, ought also to be their 
responsibility. This, however, can only be brought home 

(Continued on page 362.)
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WM. POTTS a SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most important ClocKs 

in the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

‘THE GUILDFORD GLOGK WORKS,’
B a n k fie ld  T e r ra c e , B u rle y , Leeds.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h l C h a m b e r s , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER’S BADGE,7
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name o f  your A ssociation engraved 

—as Illustration, 
act. H A L L  M A R K E D  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M A R K E D  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G IL T  O R W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  41-

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a

small extra charge. ^

G EO.STACEY, S K S "
Exact sue 6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in
• METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1/3 (post free) 

from * The Ringing World ’ Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope And Clock Rope 

M anufacturer ,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker td St. Patti’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Im perial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Bocheeter, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, D u rb an a n d  W orcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

to the appropriate departments by a united effort, in which 
the Church ought to share. The decision of the Oxford 
Guild to send a copy of their resolution.to the Bishop and 
the Archdeacons of the diocese is a step in the right direc-* 
tlon. Incidentally, in connection with the protection of 
beHs from damage, it is not uninteresting to note that at 
Mayfield, in Sussex, it has been thought better to take 
the bells down than to insure them, and seven of the 
eight have been distributed among various residents on 
the ground that it is better to scatter them rather than 
store them, in one place. This, if one ignores the legal 
aspect of the dispersal of Church property, seems to us 
a very sensible action, for, unless bells are well protected, 
merely to lower them to the base of the tower has proved 
of little use if fire should rage through the building.

Another matter of importance which the Oxford Guild 
discussed was the maintenance of bells left in the towers. 
Nothing* more surely leads to neglect than disuse. In 
scores of belfries rings of bells have received no atten­
tion whatever since the ban fell, and yety if the fittings 
are to be saved from deterioration and the bells are to be 
ready for use when the ban is lifted, it is essential that 
they should receive periodical overhaul. The Oxford 
Guild is to call the attention of incumbents to the essen­
tial th.ings which should be done in the belfry as pointed 
out in an article by the head of the Whitechapel Foundry 
which was published in ‘ The Ringing World ’ just over 
a year ago. Briefly it is very necessary regularly to test' 
all bolts in the fittings and framework, particularly where 
beams and headstocks are of timber; bearings of all kinds 
should be kept well lubricated to keep them free from 
rust, and all ironwork should be painted before it begins 
to rust. W e hope the advice will be acted upon by the 
clergy; in any case ringers- who are left, not only in the 
diocese of Oxford but elsewhere, should have sufficient 
interest in the bells to secure the performance of such- 
tasks as prudence dictates should be carried out in the 
towers. It is they who will probably regret most any 
neglect that now creeps in. Nowhere more than in the 
belfry does'the old adage apply of 1 a stitch in time saves 
nine.’ For warlt of a little systematic attention many a 
peal of bells has gone to rack and ruin, and the result 
has been an ultimate cost, perhaps, of hundreds of 
pounds. Let this not happen during the war-time silence. 
The turn of a spanner, a spot of grease, a coat of paint 
now may save a costly overhaul in the future, to say 
nothing of heartburning and disappointment to the ringers 
when the great day comes.

« • _______
. LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.

V IS IT  TO IDLE.
The Leeds and District Society’s July meeting was held a t  Holy 

Trinity Church, Idle, on Saturday. Handbells were rung in tlie 
Church Schools from  3 p.m. until 5 p.m ., when tea, which had been 
supplied by members o f the local band, in spite o f food  rationing, Was 
enjoyed by all present.

At the business meeting after tea the president was in the chair, 
and members were present from  Armley, Bradford, Bramley, Farn- 
borough (Hants), Shipley and the lcfcal company. The ^president re­
ferred to the death o f Mr. F. W . Dixon, o f Guiseley, and it was agreed 
that the secretary should send to Mr. W illiam Dixon a message o f 
sympathy and condolence. The members stood in silence as a tribute. ,

One new member was elected, viz., Miss E. Briggs, o f Idle.
A vote o f tlianks to the V icar and churchwardens o f  Idle for allow­

ing the meeting to be held in the Schoolroom and to the local, com­
pany (especially Mr. W . Feather) for the other arrangements was 
proposed by Mr. E. J. Taylor and seconded by  Mr. S. Helliwell. Mr. 
Tom Hill acknowledged the vote o f thanks and said he hyped that 
when the society next visited the tower the bells would be open for 
ringing.

The next meeting is due to be held at East Ardsley on Saturday, 
August 30th.
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HANDBELL PEALS.
LONDON.

T H E 'M ID D L E S E X  COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 
DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sunday, July 20, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-Eight Minutei,
A t  21, S t o n a r d  R o a d ;

A PEAL O F  BOB M A JOR , BOM CHANGE8|
M r s . J. T h o m a s  . . .  .............. 1-2 I I sa a c  J . A t t w a ik r  .............. g-6
Jo h n  T h o m a s  .......................  3-4 | W a l t e r  J . B o w d e n  .............. 7 -8

C o m p o s e d  b y  F . B e n n e t t . C o n d u cte d  b y  J. T h o m a s .
Rung as a birthday compliment to Mrs. W . J . Bowden.

BUSHEY, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Friday, July 25, 1941, in Two Hours and Twtnty-Five Minutis,
A t  t h b  R o y a l  M a s o n ic  Jo n io r  S c h o o l ,

A PEAL OF HICHBURY BOB MAJOR, 50S6 CHANCES;
Tenor size IS in C.

E d w in  A . B a r n b t t  .............  1-2 I E r n e st  C . S . T o r n b r .............  3-6
Jo h n  E . S p ic e  .......................  3-4 | C h r is t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  7-8

C o m p o s e d  an d  C o n d u cte d  b y  E r n e s t  C . S . T u r n e r .
The first peal in the method.

TUNSTALL, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, July 26, 1941, in Two Hours and Twelve Mmutts,
In  t h e  R in s in g  C h a m b e r  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  J o h n - t h e -B a p t is t ,  

A PEAL O F  G R A N D S IR E  D O U B L E S ,  SOW CHANGE8|
Ten different callings. Tenor size 15 in C.
•fjAMES S . W e b b  .............  1-2 | fJoH N  E . S pice  .......................  3-4

{ W il l ia m  S p i c e .......................  3-6
C o n d u cte d  b y  Joh n  E . S p ic e .

* First handbell peal and first attempt, t  First peal o f DoVibles.
* First handbell peal, and at 80 years o f age. First peal as conductor.

WEST BRIDGFORD, NOTTINGHAM SHIRE.
THE M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

On Sunday, July 27, 1941, in Two Hours and One Minute,
A t  9 , P a t r ic k  R o a d ,

A PEAL O F  G R A N D S IR E  D O U B L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ; 
Being 42 extents.

B e r n a r d  B r o w n .............  . . .  1-2 | R a l p h  N a r b o r o d g h  ••• . . .  3-4
• K e n n e t h  J . G r a t io n  . . .  5-6 

C o n d u cte d  b y  B e r n a r d  B r o w n ,
* First peal. First peal as conductor. Rung a r 'a  birthday com­

pliment to Mi'- Ernest Morris, general secretary o f the Midland 
Counties Association.

G A R D E N  M E E T IN G  A T  B O U R N E M O U T H .
A very successful garden meeting was held in Bournemouth at the 

residence o f the Rev. R . L. C. Newhouge on Saturday last, when 
upwards o f twenty ringers and friends m e; on the lawns and listened 
to or indulged in handbell ringing. A very welcome visitor was Mr. 
John Jaggar from  Birmingham, who was in Bournemouth for a few 
days and took the opportunity to meet friends from  the Salisbury 
Guild and the Winchester and Portsmouth Guild.

The company attended eyensong at St. Peter’s at 5-3.0 and were 
addressed by the Rev. F . A . Sanders, who will shortly be instituted 
to the living at East Meon. The Vicar, Canon iled ley  Burrows, had 
been prevented from attending the service, but managed to get back 
to S t.-P eter’ s in time to see the ringers before they left the church.

A fter tea, Mr. A F. Martin Stewart, proposed a vote o f thanks to 
Mr. Arthur Davis' for arranging the meeting and expressed the 
pleasure it gave him to feel a continuity was being maintained against 
the time when the ringers could once again rin^ the tow er bells.

Mr. George Preston seconded the motion, which was carried, and 
Mr Davis, in response, suggested that the gratitude o f them all was 
really due to the Vicar o f St. Peter’s, who so kindly gave the handbell 
ringers a room  for weekly practice and was always ready to help, and 
also to the Revs. C. A. Phillips and R . L. C. Newhouse, w ho had made 
the organisation o f the meeting that day so easy. He promised to 
convey the thanks o f the party to those gentlemen. Handbell practice 
takes place every week a t St. Peter’ s Hall (Tuesdays from  6.30 to 
9.30), and all ringers are welcome.

Ringers were present from Poole, Christchurch, Bournemouth (St. 
Peter's and St. John’s) and Hampreston. Mr. W . Cheater cycled from 
Ringwood 15 miles away.

The Rev. C. A. Phillips offered to entertain the ringers at. ms house 
at the next, meeting, to be arranged some time in September.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
•PRESENTATION TO BRANCH SECRETARY.

The chief item o f interest at the annual meeting o f the Furness and 
Lake District Branch o f the Lancashire Association was a presenta­
tion to the secretary, Mr. N. M. Newby on the occasion o f his wedding.

The jneeting was held at Ulverston and was presided Over by the 
Rector, the Rev. Stuart Rimmer. A fter service in the lovely side 
chapel o f the church and tea in the^Parish'Room, the chairman made 
the presentation. It took the fo r m 'o f furnishings for his house and 
an engraved silver bell inkstand.

In an Appropriate speech, the chairman gave Mr. Newby the best 
wishes o f the assembled company for his future happiness. Mr. Byrles t 
also spoke o f his popularity and said that ringers from  all over 
Lancashire and beyond had desired, to associate themselves with the 
gift. . - .

Mr. Newby suitably responded, sounding an optimistic note in his 
ideas o f when ringing will start again.

Mr. Barrett from Dorset was a visitor. Handbells were tried, but 
everybody was out o f practice, even the one-handers.

Mr. Buries was elected, as Ringing Master for the ensuing year.

MEETING AT W HITTLE-LE-W OODS.
The first meeting by the Preston Branch ofr*tlie Lancashire Associa­

tion since the ban took 'place at W hittle-le-W oods on Saturday and 
was r'ery sucaessful from  all points o f view, considering the present 
conditions, for though the number present was not large, those who ' 
used to attend as well as those who did manage to attend are mostly 
engaged on war-time work.

Among those present wore the Rev*. A. Scott, president o f the 
association, Mr. T. B. W orsley, Mr. J. ‘Grounds, two members o f the 
Forces, Mr. E. K. Lewis, o f Marple, and Mr. R. Crampion, o f Ban­
stead, as well as members from  six or seven o f the branch towers.

The tower was open from  2.30 till about 8 o ’ clock, with a short 
interval for refreshments. The visitors mostly brought their own 
rations, and tea was provided by the Vicar and handed round by Mr. 
Bradley and his daughters.

During the day touches o f Double Norwich, Kent Treble Bob, 
Grandsire and courses o f Superlative and Cambridge Surprise were 
brought round on the tower bells, while touches and courses o f Plain 
Bob, Grandsire and Oxford were rung on the handbells. All things 
considered, those present overcame the enforced ringing conditions 
fairly well.

As there was no business meeting, the secretary would like to«thank 
on behalf o f those present the local authorities foi? the arrangements.

S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
To the Editor. .

Dear Sir,—The writer on the above subject, in referring t& Shipwav 
Major, points out that it has been little practised in the past and / 
that only one peal has been rung and that at Kidderminster in 1900. 
Our mutual friend, Mr. W . H. Barber, tells me he wa» practising with 
that, band, but had to leave before the peal was eventually rung.

However, when he came north to Newcastle-on-Tyne a few years 
later he set our men going to practise this interesting method, and a 
peal o f 5,002 changes was scored at All Saints’ , Gosfortli, Newcastle, 
on January 1st, 1908, composed by Gabriel Lindoff and conducted by 
W . H. Barber.

The same composition was rung again at Gateshead (St. Mary’ s) on 
April 27th, 1908, but since then it has been little practised by the 
Durham and Newcastle Association.

He, Mr. Barber, lias heard o f another peal being rung, but cannot 
remember when and where. However, it turned out to be a false 
composition. Perhaps Gay Lindoff can enlighten us on this point.

Yowcastlc-on-Tync. .  C-. L. ROUTLEDGE.

GLOUCESTER A N D  BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION
‘  SILENT ’ PRACTICE ON ST. JOH N ’S BELLS.

The monthly meeting o f .the Bristol City Branch o f the Gloucester 
and Bristol Diecesaii Association was held at the headquarters o f the 
branch, the Havmarket Hotel, on Saturday, July 12th. Once again 
visitors from Cheltenham, Swindon and Taunton were very welcome, 
and with their assistance some well-struck courses on handbells wefe 
heard before tea.

The business meeting was mainly routine in character, but the 
chairman was pleased to be able to inform members that, the peal of 
six at St. John’ s Church were now available for silent practices and 
that weekly gatherings had commenced on Wednesdays and were 
meeting with great siJCcess. At least six recruits were making very 
satisfactory progress, and method ringing now included Grandsire 
Doubles, Bob Minor, Stedman Doubles and attempts at Kent. W ith 
continued support it is expected that two practices will be hold to 
meet the need o f various ringers besides liandbell practiWs that arc 
held by the newly-formed Guild for handbell ringing.

The secretary (Mr.- A . M. Tyler) announced that the asswiation 
accounts were being sent to members, together with other circulars 
and announcements.

The date o f the next meeting was given as August 16th. 1
Some o f those present then adjourned to St. John’s, while others 

continued with handbell ringing until 6 p .m . '
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
(Continued from  page 355.)
W . H. THOM PSON.

The list of the members’ of the Central Council con­
tains the names of several men who, though they took no 
great part in the active work of the Council, have earned 
honourable places in the history of the Exercise. Some 
were mainly distinguished as practical ringers; some were 
men who had made good positions in other walks of life, 
and by their presence added to the dignity, and prestige 
of the Council; and a few were men who, though not 
themselves ringers, had by their writings served in no 
small degree the interests of ringing.

Of these latter the two most distinguished were Dr. J. 
J. Raven and W . H. Thompson. Thompson’s connec­
tion with the Exercise is something of an enigma. Until 
the year 1886, he was totally unknown to ringers even by 
name. Then he published a little book which not only 
definitely settled the problem that for a century and a half 
had, more than any other, puzzled7 the best brains in the 
Exercise, but also has indirectly influenced composition to 
a'greater extent than any book of modern times. He still 
continued to be for ringers little more than a name for, 
though he was made a member of the Ancient Society of 
College Youths, his membership was purely an honorary 
one, and though he was elected an honorary member of 
the Central Council in 1892, and remained a member until 
1913, he attended but one meeting. His personal contact 
with ringers seems to have been confined to some corre­
spondence with one or two leading men like C. D. P. 
Davifes, William Snowdon and Sir Arthur Heywood. 
Naturally there are but few details of his career to be 
told.

William Henry Thompson was born some time about 
1845. He was educated at Cambridge, where he was a 
scholar of Gonville and Caius College, and where he pro­
ceeded M .A. in 1869. Afterwards he was in the Bengal 
Civil Service. He published his ‘ Note on Grandsire 
Triples ’ in December, 1886. He assisted Heywood in his 
‘ Investigations into Stedman Triples.’ In 1893 he pub­
lished ‘ A Diagram of a System of Peals of Union 
Triples,’ and he made similar investigations into Grand­
sire Triples, which were incorporated in the second edi­
tion of ‘ Grandsire,’ published in 1905. He wrote one 
or two letters to ‘ The Bell News,’ the last abotit 1910, and 
after that his name disappears from ringing records; but 
we learn from the Cambridge University Calendar that 
he was still alive in June, 1938, when he must have at­
tained to a very venerable old age.

Thompson was never a ringer, and when he wrote his 
famous book it is quite evident that he knew little or 
nothing about change ringing and nothing about com­
position in general. The problem had been brought to his 
notice : Is it or is it not possible by means of plain leads 
and common bob leads only to form a complete peal of 
5,040 changes of Grandsire Triples? He was told just 
enough about Grandsire Triples and plain leads and com­
mon bobs to understand what the problem was, and that 
was all tlat was necessary for his purpose.

It has never been stated how he tame across this 
problem. It may be no more than a coincidence, but 
during the time he was in India there was another Cam­
bridge man in the Bengal Civil Service, somewhat senior 
to himself, who' was keenly interested in bells and bell-

ringing. Frederick W . J. Rees learnt to ring when he 
was at school at Shrewsbury, he maintained his love of 
the art through all the twenty-five years he wras in the 
East, and he resumed his ringing when he came home. 
He. was interested in the history of the art, but not much 
in composition, and was just the sort of man who would 
have been likely to give Thompson the bare facts of the 
problem without saying anything about composition. 
Thompson, who was essentially a mathematician, would 
find the problem after his own heart. But all this is only 
conjecture.

For his immediate purpose Thompson’s ignorance of 
ringing matters was a help rather than a hindrance. It 
freed the problem from all side issues and enabled him to 
tackle it without any prepossessions. What hampers men 
usually in solving problems in ringing matters is that they 
know so much about collateral things that they are unable 
tp isolate the essential problem.

It is interesting in this connection to compare Thomp­
son’s little book with C. D. P. Davies’ many and long 
articles on the same subject. But then Davies was trying 
to compose a peal and was exploring every available 
means to that end.

Thompson’s pamphlet consists of only seventeen pages. 
The problem is stated, the conditions are set down, .and 
the conclusion is reached in a few firm and logical steps. 
The whole is exceedingly clear and convincing. But while 
it is clear and convincing, the book is written throughout 
in the idiom of a mathematician. Thompson knew nothing 
of ringers’ modes of thought or ways of expressing them, 
and they on their part knew as little about his; and so 
to the average ringer his book is not much more intel­
ligible than if it had been written in French or Latin.

W e may imagine an average intelligent ringer opening 
the book. He is not ao expert in composition, and, like 
the vast mass of men, has tad no mathematical training. 
This is the first sentence he reads: ‘ A row of the first 11 
natural numbers arranged in ascending order of magni­
tude is said by bellringers to be “  in-course.”  A row of the 
same n natural numbers in any other order is said to be 
“  in-course ”  or “  out-of-course, ”  according as such order 
is producible from or, which comes to the same thing, 
reducible to ascending order t>f magnitude by an even or 
odd number of single transpositions of number with num­
ber.’ Having read s6: far, our reader would, as likely as 
not, shut the book and put it aside as beyond hirrv

If we were to translate the above into ringer’s language 
we could put it thus : Rounds is the fundamental row and 
is in-course. Any other row is in-course or out-of-course 
according as it can be produced from rounds or (which 
comes to the same thing) rounds can be produced from it , 
by transposing an even or an odd number of pairs of 
bells.

That sounds so'very much simpler and easier, but while 
the average ringer can understand my translation and can 
make nothing of Thompson’s statement, an ordinary 
mathematician would readily understand Thompson’s, 
but the other would convey nothing to him.

It is the same throughout, and the book must be trans­
lated into what is almost another language before the 
ringer realises how simple and yet how conclusive the 
argument is.

Thompson used very few terms familiar to the ringers 
of his time. He introduced several, some of which have 
been permanently adopted. The word ‘ change ’ never
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occurs in the body of the book; instead, we have ‘ per­
mutation,’ and ‘ row,’ both words being used with their 
ordinary Common meaning. ‘ Change ’ and ‘ permuta­
tion ’ have the same meaning, but, while a mathematician 
would naturally use the second because it is to him the 
more precise and definite, a ringer would naturally use the 
first because it means to him a special form of permuta­
tion. Thompson’s use of the word ‘ row'’ has made it for 
ringers a technical term, with a limited meaning. There 
is among some people a tendency to use it as synonymous? 
with ‘ change.’ That is wrong.

From Thompson we also get the very useful ‘ P Block ’ 
and ‘ B Block,’ and especially ‘ Q  Set.’ He not only uses 
the conventional signs of algebra in a way unfamiliar to 
ringers, but he uses expressions which might even mis­
lead if we did not understand how he uses them. When 
he says that a lead end, say 672534, is fobbed, he does 
not mean, as a ringer would, that it is brought up by a 
bob, but that the lead end which follows it is brought up 
by a bob. In a similar way he calls a Q Set the five lead 
ends in which the same bell is in fifths and.the others in 
the same coursing order; not, as we should, the five lead 
ends with the same bell Before.
•. These things show that Thompson’s ‘ Note ’ is not an 
easy book for a casual reader, and, in fact, the great effect 
it had on thought in the Exercise- was not direct, but 
through the very few who first understood it and then 
handed its conclusions on.

I have said that the ‘ Note on Grandsire ’ influenced 
composition to a greater extent than any other book of 
modern times. Of that there cannot be any doubt, but it 
is as well to make sure what changes .it actually did bring 
about. Davies says »in ‘ Grandsire ’ : ‘ While , former

t**-
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writers have treated the subject after the manner of 
Euclid, Thompson has resorted to arithmetic and algebra, 
the more modern and handier rivalsvof Euclid’s system.’ 
That is quite wpong and misses the whole point. Thomp­
son did indeed use the methods of algebra, but the 
methods of older men were not those of Euclid. Euclid’s 
system was J.O assume that one or two very elementary 
statements were true and on therh to build up a vast and 
complicated structure of abstract truth entirely by means 
of formal logic. Change ’ ringing and geometry' are 
sciences which, in their essence, are very similar, and it 
would be possible to do for the fundamental truths of 
change ringing what Euclid did for the fundamental truths 
of geometry, but it would need a man with most excep­
tional 'mental powers, and such a one has not yet ap­
peared in the Exercise.

The old composers worked by the means that mankind 
has all along used to find out truth— by experiment aided 
to a greater or less degree by deductive reasoning. That 
is how scientists work to-day. The old composers were 
not trained men, and their deductive reasoning was almost 
entirely subconscious. Later men, including Davies him­
self, used it more deliberately. Thompson introduced no 
new thing here, but he did by his example illustrate how 
a problem should first be set down clearly, free*from side 
issues and then worked out logically. It should be noted 
that an essential link in his argument is a table drawn up 
by an experimental process. ’ v

He also showed how useful formulas and conventional 
signs can be to a peal composer just as they are to arf 
algebraist. They may be useful when explaining to other 
people, but they are more likely to mystify the ordinary 
reader. '

»rI
)

John Taylor & Co.
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LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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MEARS & 
STAINBANK,

F o u n d ry  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12th year 
of reign of 
Elizabeth).

J B e llfo u n d e rs  St 
IB e l l  h a n g e r s ,

32 &  34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

'  t

Telephone B is h o p s g a t e  8 8 4 9

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
4 6  o w t. O qp. 5  lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E LLS
in sets of any number.

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES, &c.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
W e should like to remind our readers that much as we should like 

to do everything to bring members of the Services into touch with 
the ringers o f the districts where they are stationed, we are not able 
to publish the addresses o f any soldier or airman.

W e regret record the death o f Mr. Arthur Panther, o f Wath-on- 
Dearne, formerly treasurer and afterwards hon. secretary o f the 
Barnsley and District Society, who passed away on July 21st at the 
age o f 64 years.

The many friends o f Mr. Isaac Emery will be-'sorry to hear he has 
had to go into hospital for an internal trouble. Those wishing to 
write to him. should address Dewey W ard, The Cbttage Hospital, 
Bromley, Kent. W e wish him a speedy' recovery. \

Mr. Christopher W oolley lias received instructions to report 4o a 
R .F .A . depot somewhere in Wales, and this will, we fear, mean the 
break-up o f  the handbell band which has lately been doing so well 
at Bushey. A peal in another new method was a fitting climax to 
the extraordinary successes o f the last few weeks.

Mr. J. E. Spice, who took part in four or five o f the performances, 
would like to thank Mr. W oolley and the others for the peals they 
arranged for him while he was staying in Hertfordshire.

W e are pleased to see that Miss O. Haics has been elected a member 
o f the Sussex County Association and has begun double-handed ring­
ing. It was to her mother, then Miss Elsie Bennett, that Sir Arthur 
Heywood paid a very striking tribute on her handbell ringing. Miss 
Hairs’ father and grandfather, Mr. Frank Bennett, are, of course, 
well known to almost all ringers.

W e are pleased to hear from  Mr. James George that he has now 
quite recovered from the fall he had recently. He had a bad fall and 
seriously hurt his back, but fortunately he is now all right again.

The destruction o f some o f W ren’s churches has proved the great 
architect’s frequent use o f existing wall and foundations in his re­
building after the Great Fire o f London. This had long been 
suspected.

William Cooter, for many years one o f the most prominent o f 
London ringers, died on July 2Sth, 1912, at the age of 87.

Fifty years ago yesterday F -  E. Robinson rang the seventh at 
Duffieid to a peal o f London "Surprise. A. P. Heywood conducted from 
the third, and it was the first time a parson had rung a  peal in the 
method.

Fifty years ago to-dAy four peals were rung. They were Grandsire 
Triples 2, Stedman Triples 1, and Kent Treble Bob M ajor 1.

W A R  D A M A G E D  C H U R C H E S .
Last week in the House o f Lords the Bishop o f London moved a 

resolution for the presentation of the Diocesan Reorganisation Com­
mittee’ s Measure, 1941, which places on diocesan committees to be 
set up the responsibility o f the restoration and reorganisation of 
damaged churches.

The motion was carried after the Bishop had pointed out that before 
the war there were too many separate parishes and too many churches. 
W here there had been destruction, he thought, there -must be con­
sideration o f the areas as a whole and a considered policy adopted 
before rebuilding was begun.

In the House o f Commons on the same day it was agreed that.the 
Measure should be presented for the Royal Assent.

L I V E R P O O L  C A T H E D R A L .
TH E BUILDING GOES ON.

Another notable stage in the growth o f Liverpool Cathedral was 
reached on Sunday, when the old and new sections were used together 
for the first time, the temporary wall which so long divided them 
having been removed, and j t  was at last possible to appreciate the 
full grandeur o f the interior. Although appropriate ceremony could 
not mark this conclusion o f  16 years of unremitting labour, it is 
heartening that this creative work of Sir Giles Gilbert Scott should 
go on and this noble shrine o f the Christian faith should continue 
to grow in beauty and dignity.

The great central space is now at last finished and the choir assumes 
its proper relative position in the architect’s design. The central space 
measures 186ft. by 87ft. at its* greatest width, with an area o f just 
over 15,000 square feet. This may be compared with the area under 
tho dcm t o f St. Paul’s, approximately 10,000, and the similar feature 
at St. Peter’s, Rome, not quite 15,000 square feet. '

Equallv noteworthy is the height o f the under-tower vault, 176ft. 
This is 60ft. higher "than the choir vault, 74ft. higher than the navf 
o f Westminster Abbey, the highest mediaeval vault in England, and 
only 6ft. less than the Nelson column. The vault is octagonal, with 
four long and four short sides, the culminating point being a circular 
belltrap. Light there is in plenty from the triple lancets on either 
side, which, with the rose windows above them, are filled with bril­
liantly translucent stained glass. The lightness o f the under-tower is 
one o f its most striking features, though for the present, with many 
windows in the older portion boarded up because o f enemy action, thp 
choir appears unduly darlfc.

Above the new section rises the massive tower slowly nearing com- „ 
pletion, which will hold tfie heavy ring o f twelve bells already cast 
and the great bourdon TOII o f 14 tons. The frame is already in 
position.
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OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

THE ANNUAL MEETING.

Action on Care o f Silent Bells.
Despite war-ti,me conditions, some 60 members o f the Oxford 

Diocesan Guild, representing fourteen out o f the fifteen branches, 
assembled in Oxford on Saturday week for the annual general meeting. 
Although, as our correspondent puts it, there was ‘ no dinner, no 
tea, no ringing, but plenty o f rain,* the gathering was nevertheless 
an enjoyable one, bringing many old friends together again, and it 
was made noteworthy by a presentation to the Rev. C. E. and Mrs. 
W igg to mark their marriage and as a token of the^members’ appre­
ciation o f Mr. W igg ’s work as Deputy Master.

The meeting was held in the Chapter House at Christ Church in 
the afternoon, the Master (the Rev. Canon G. F. Coleridge) presiding. 
He was supported by the Rt. Rev. the Bishop o f Dorchester, the Rev. 
C. E W igg (Deputy Master), the lion, treasurer (Mr. A. D. Barker) 
and the general secretary (Mr. R. T. H ibbert). Letters o f apology 
were received from  several members, the difficulties o f transport or 
(lie stress o f war work being the reasons given for non-attendance.

The Annual Report o f the Guild, printed before the annual meeting 
011 Saturday week, was of necessity but a skeleton o f its former 
self and covered only eleven printed pages, which included four pages 
devoted to the peals rung before the ban fell on church bellringing 
in 1941.

OFFICERS’ REPORTS.
T he Master (the Rev. Canon G. F. Coleridge), in his report to the 

members, said : ‘ W ith so little to report at a time when all ringing 
o f bells is prohibited—when means of locomotion are most unreliable 
or eve*i 11011-existent—when lighting restrictions hinder movements 
and paper restricted, all we can do as a  Guild is to carry on*as best 
we may, looking to officials o f branches and foremen o f towers to do 
all they can in the difficulties which beset them. In this time of 
stress and upheaval wTe look to those who in the past have done so 
much for  the welfare o f th§ Guild, with deep thankfulness for their 
work and with certain assurance that their work will be continued 
so far as may be possible— that when ‘ this tyranny is overpast,’ our 
bells may once more ring out in peals o f victory, joy  and peace.’

The Deputy Master (the Rev. C. Elliot W igg) reported that during 
the first six months o f the year 1940 the Guild maintained a con­
siderable measure o f activity, having Regard to circumstances. Several 
peals were rung, and Sunday ringing and practices were kept going 
as far as possible. Even since the ban on open ringing came into 
force in June, the Guild had not lapsed entirely into a state of 
quiescence. Meetings had been held and a limited amount o f ringing, 
both on handbells and silent tower bells, had been carried out.

A feature o f especial interest and encouragement,’ he continued,
* has been the keen activity o f the Oxford University Society, now 
happily restored once more to affiliation witli the Guild. In ^ -o p e r a ­
tion witji the City ringers, the undergraduates are holding regular 
meetings at New College, where the clappers have been removed from 
the bells, and really good progress is being made, both in tower a n d ' 
handbell ringing.

‘ I have,’ he added, 4 personally attended seven annual and five 
quarterly branch meetings during the year. The restricted petrol 
allowance unfortunately prevented me from  attending several other 
meetings in more distant parts p f the Guild’ s territory, and this was 
natojrally a source o f great regret- to me. Sinc^ this report will find 
its way to many towers which I cannot hope to visit for the present,
I take this opportunity o f sending my warmest greetings to all Guild 
members with the sincere hope that the time m ay soon come when 
the restoration o f peace shall bring with i t  the renewal o f old friend­
ships and the happiness o f normal Guild activities.*

THE GU ILD ’S FINANCES.
The secretary (Mr. R . T. Hibbert) said in his report: ‘ The year 

1940, finished in a very sad way, as far as the activities o f our Guild 
are concerned, and it is no real com fort to know that all other guilds 
and associations are in the same predicament. So far our branches 
have held meetings whenever possible which keeps the social life of 
members alife. I was able to attend ten branch annual meetings and 
found a good spirit maintained everywhere, although one missed a 
great many o f the younger men.

 ̂ ‘ W e have decided not to print names o f members serving in H.M. 
Forces until we can get a full list in a full report; so I  beg all tower 
foremen and branch secretaries to do their utmost to keep this list 
up to date. The names o f units or corps should also be recorded. A 
list printed to the end o f 1940 would be  useless, as men are leaving 
towers now in greater numbers. W e must take our membership as 
being the same as at the end o f 1939, although our branch secretaries 
will not be able to collect subscriptions from  a ^reat many towers.
I do beg, however, that as many as possible will retain their mem­
bership in a  proper manner, and so help the Guild to« get “  on its 
legs ”  again as soon as a start can be made.

* A few peals were rung in the first few months of 1940, and we 
hope that some members in various parts o f the diocese may. become

proficient enough to ring handbell peals in the future. N o band 
would regret their efforts if once they became proficient. I  concludc 
with good wishes to all and may God grant us a happy and successful 
future with many more happy meetings in Berks, Bucks and Oxon.'

The general account of the Guild showed receipts amounting to 
,£68 14s. l id .,  including £21 Is. 3d. from  arrears o f 1939 subscriptions, 
£46'13s. 6d. from  subscriptions for 1940 and £1 0s. 2d. from  the sale 
of annual reports. The total expenditure was £100 11s. 8d., but this 
included £29 9s. Id. transferred to the Restoration Fund. The 
balance at the end o f the year was £49 Is. 8d., as against £80 18s. 5d. 
at the commencement. The reserve fund now has a balance o f 
£76 3s. 8d., and the restoration fund a  balance of £117 19s. Id.

In his report the hon. treasurer (Mr. A. D. Barker) pointed out 
that the general funds o f the Guild amount to £243 4s. 5d., o f which 
£117 19s. Id. is in the Restoration Fund. Several branches have again 
failed to send in their contributions before the accounts were closed.' 
I t  should be remembered that this reduces tjie amount o f interest in 
the Restoration Fund in the following year, also, as the bank balance 
is at a minimum, branch contributions are vitally necessary at the 
proper date.

On the advice of the Savings Bank, £50 was invested in 3£ per cent. 
W ar Loan, so that all the Guild’s assets are in the same kind o f 
stock, which makes it easier to dispose o f them should the necessity 
arise.

The officers were re-elected en bloc and were thanked by the meet­
ing for good work done under diflSttilt conditions.
. The four representatives o f the Central Council were also re-elected 

to serve again if and when the Council meet.
The recommendation from the General Committee that the annual 

festival or business meeting in 1942 shall be held at Oxford was ratified, 
and another recommendation asking all tower foremen t o ' keep a 
correct list o f m'embei;s serving in H.M. Forces and to keep their 
branch secretaries informed of such names with a view o f printing a 
full list when hostilities cease, was agreed to.

It  was decided to print the annual report in abridged form  if 
hostilities have not ceased.

The election o f 17 new members was confirmed.
PRESENTATION TO TH E REV. C. E. W IGG.

The Deputy Master (the Rev. C. E. W igg), who had taken to himself 
a wife earlier in the year, was presented with a cheque subscribed by 
the Guild as a wedding present. The g ift was handed to him, with a 
few happy sentences, by the Bishop o f Dorchester. <■

Owing to the abnormal times, Mr.' and Mrs. W igg ha€ been asked 
to get something to suit themselves, and their choice was a grand­
father clock with chimes. The Bishop, on behalf o f the Guild, wished, 
them a long and happy life and hoped Mr. W igg would long con­
tinue his activities for the good o f the Guild. \

The Deputy Master thanked the members o f the Guild throughout \ 
the diocese for their beautiful present, and said that as the»clock was 
too big to bring to O xford-for inspection, a photograph o f it, with 
the inscription plate, would be handed round.

Under ‘ Any other business,’ the Master submitted a motion for 
debate and, he hoped, approval, to be sent to the diocesan authorities 
asking their support, v iz .: ‘ That in view o f the fact that the Govern­
ment has taken over control o f the church towers and the ringing of 
the bells in our diocese during the duration o f war' the Oxford 
Diocesan Guild of Church Bellringers is o f opinion that any damage 
done to the b^lls or their fittings by enemv action should be made 
good by the Government up to their full value.’

The Master drew attention to the fact that in the event o f a church 
being destroyed by enemy action, the Government would pay most 
o f "the cost o f rebuilding, but not for the restoration o f the bell6, 
which, he urged, should be fully insured.

After discussion, the motion was carried and the hope expressed 
that the Lord Bishop o f Oxford and the three Archdeacons would give 
it their utmost support.

PRESERVATION OF TH E BELLS.
Capt. Poyntz asked if the Guild could not do, something to ensure 

that the rings of bell§ in the diocese should be carefully looked after' 
whilst hanging silent, so as to be ringable when the time came for 
them to ring again. He proposed that a  copy o f a letter printed in
* The Ringing W orld ’ some time ago from  the pen o f Mr. A. A. 
Hughes, o f tne Whitechapel Foundry, London, should be  sent to all 
incumbents whose churches possess a ring o f bells, asking them to 
see that suggestions in the letter are carried out. This was em­
phatically supported by Messrs. F. Sharpe, J. H. Shepherd, A. D. 
Barker, A. H. W ebb and other experienced ringers, who realise that, 
machinery deteriorates as much or more by neglect than by wear.

A clerical member asked what the military were going to do in the 
event o f invasion if the bells cannot be rung? * It  is a  m atter,’ he 
said, ‘ which should be referred to the Central Council, whose duty it 
should be to take the m atter up with the W ar Office.’

Capt. Poyntz’s proposal was adopted and the meeting was brought 
to a close with the Blessing, pronounced by the Bishop o f Dorchester, 
who, having another engagement, had then to leave.

The members afterwards went over to St. Aldate’s Parish Church, 
where the Guild service was conducted by the Master, and the Rector 
(the Rev. F. S. (Tragg) ffave the Guild a most sincere welcome and a 
very fine ‘ cha-t ’ from the pulpit.
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BELLS BEFORE BUTTER.
CAN W E  M AKE THE GERMANS P A Y ?

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,— I quite agree with Mr. Pulling that a great m ajority 

o f ordinary people would try to make the Germans pay. I understand 
and fully sympathise with their feeling. Lately I walked through the 
City o f4 London past the scarred walls o f the great cathedral and the 
ruins of so many beautiful churches, and the familiar words of the 
psalm, would keep ringing in my ears, ‘ Remember the children of 
Edom, O Lord, in the day of Jerusalem, how they said, Down with 
it, down with it, even to the ground. O daughter of Babylon, who 
art to b^ destroyed, happy shall he be that rewardeth thee as thou 
has served us. Blessed shall he be that taketh and dasheth thy little, 
ones against the stones.’

It is a natural feeling and to some extent a right one, but the 
point is not whether we ought to make the Germans pay, but whether 
we can luake them pay without doing irreparable injury to ourselves.

When t/ie war is over and the victory won, it will be possible to 
form  some estimate o f what it has cost us in damage and expenditure. 
W hat the amount will be I do not know, but let us say £20,000,000,000, 
which is not an extravagant estimate. W e can send a bill in to Ger­
many and demand payment, but how would they pay it?  In gold? 
There is not so« much gold in* the world, certainly not so much in 
Germ any.' If there were and we could get it all, what good would it 
do us? W e could put it in the vaults o f the Bank o f England, which 
would not lielp us m uch; or put ^t into circulation as money. That 
would mean inflation, the calamity we most dread. I f  not gold, what 
else? Raw m aterials? Germany has not a lot o f raw materials we 
want. W hat there is is mainly coal and iron. W e could make them 
dig coal and bring it there, so that our wharves and railway sidings 
were glutted with it. And as a result our own pits would have to 
close down and our miners go without wages.

The only other thing is manufactured goods. W e could take over 
all the factories in Germany and make them work for us. That 
would mean the ruin of our manufacturers and our people on the dole.

But, says Mr. Pulling, if we should lose the war tlie Germans would 
make us pay. It is quite true they would try to do so, and it is also 
true that they have a much better chance than we o f succeeding. 
For while they have very little we want even at a gift, we^liave a 
tremendous lot they badly covet—colonies, and coaling stations, and 
raw material, and ships, and empire and the rest. They would strip 
us o f all those things and perhaps benefit by so doing. W e can’t 
treat them in the same way, try we never so much.

But what Mr. Pulling feels is that it is not right the Germans 
should have committed this enormous wickedness and brought this 
misery on the world, and in the end not suffer for it. He need not 
worry. They will pay all right, though not in the way he wants. 
They will pay in blood, and agony, and degradation, and the deteriora­
tion o f national and individual character. Whatever happens they 
.will have a bitter cup to drain to the dregs. But we shall have to 
rebuild our churches and replace our bells ourselves. ‘ X . ’

H A N D B E L L  R IN G IN G .
W HEN DID  IT  BEGIN?

It is possible to give a reasonably definite answer to Miss Hilda 
Snowden’s enquiry about handbells. A t the time o f the Reformation 
(a period which roughly covers a century) the ringing o f church bells 
was not forbidden. Towards the end o f King Henry’s reign an injunc­
tion was is6ued forbidding the quasi-liturgical ringing during the pro­
cessions before High Mass, and several not altogether successful 
attempts were made over a long period to suppress ‘ superstitious’ 
ringing at funerals and 011 the eves o f saints’ days. But ringing for 
personal, civic and national purposes, and more especially for 
‘ pleasure ’ (i.e., sport), greatly increased and there probably was more 
bellringing in Queen Elizabeth’ s reign than has ever been before or 
since. Later, during the Commonwealth there was no cessation.

Handbells were used by the Church from the earliest days. In 
medifeval times they were used as sacring bells, at funerals, and when 
for any reason a priest carried the consecrated elements. These hand­
bells figure largely in the inventories o f 1552. They were single bells 
and practically all o f them were sold for scrap metal in the reign of 
King Edward V I. Of the thousands in use in England in the year 
1550 hardly one survives.

In the South Kensington Museum there is a case o f ancient hand­
bells collected by H. T. Ellacombe.

Handbells tuned in sets to the m ajor scale have been used by 
ringers since the beginning of the eighteenth century. The first de­
finite mention is in 1730.

These handbells did not originate with anything connected with the 
Church. Most likely they were originally converted sheep bells. The 
first sets were ctip bells and onevor two 6ets of them still survive from 
the 18th century. Some o f the members o f the Central Council rang 
changes on one of these sets in Mr. E. H. Lewis’ garden two years ago.

The occasional use o f handbells in church before the service, though 
rare, has not been unknown during the last fifty years.

Miss Snowden says that the ringers’ ja r  in Halstead belfry dates 
from  the time o f the Reformation. Is there any authentic information 
o f when this ja r  was m ade? I t  is more than likely that ringers’ 
jugs were in use as early as the sixteenth century, but it  is very 
doubtful if any o f the earthenware jugs still existing are as old.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
SOUTHERN DIVISION AL MEETING AT W IVELSF1ELD.

On Saturday, July 19th, by kind invitation o f Mr. and Mrs. F. I. 
Hairs, a meeting o f the Southern Division o f the Sussex Association 
was held at their residence at Wivelsfield, when a representative 
body of ringers was present from Shoreham, W est Grinstead, Hen- 
field, Lewes, Balcombe and the Brighton towers. Mr. C. Tyler, one 
o f the few remaining foundation members of the association, whose 
membership dates from  1885, was also present and brought with him 
his own peal o f handbells.

During the afternoon the bells were well employed in a variety of 
methods ranging from  Grandsire Triples to Cambridge M ajor and 
Stedman Caters, while in the evening a .well-struck course of Stedman 
Cinques was brought round. For those ringers and friends who were 
not too well advanced in handbell ringing— and for the overflow crowds 
who were awaiting their turn in the ringing room— darts were avail­
able. The results o f  the games provided an interesting sidelight on 
the activities o f some ringers during the black-out evenings, if the 
remarks o f the losers are to be believed.

Tea was provided by Mrs. Hairs, who m ade an excellent hostess, to 
whom the partakers of her hospitality are deeply grateful. By general 
assent it was the best meal ever set before a divisional meeting, not 
excluding' peace time, and even the appetites of some 24 who sat down 
were not equal to the task o f clearing the board. The meal was 
served in the garden, and as the siren refrained from  its dismal wail 
the illusion of pre-war conditions was complete.

Rain, which had been threatening all the afternoon, began in earnest 
just as tea finished and drove the business meeting indoors. Mrs. 
Hairs took the chair. One new member was elected, Miss O. Hairs, 
who has learnt to ring double-handed before mastering a tower bell. 
This is a result of the ban on tower-bell ringing, and we must expect 
it  to become more common as a method o f  starting new ringers. 
Mrs. Hairs, as Miss Elsie Bennett, scored quite a number of handbell 
peals before accomplishing one in the tower. The quick progress of 
the new member was a matter for remark, and it  would seem to be 
a fresh instance o f heredity in ringing.

It  was proposed that another meeting should be held at Southover, 
Lewes, on September 6th.

The meeting closed with a hearty vote o f thanks to the hostess for 
the accommodation and hospitality provided, and, in reply, Mrs. Hairs 
thanked the ringers for  their good response to the invitation, and 
hoped that -she had been able to do something to keep the interest 
in ringing alive in these difficult times.

P A R I S H I O N E R S  T A K E  C A R E  OF B E L L S .
REMOVAL BETTER .THAN INSURANCE.

In the parish of Mayfield, Sussex, the bells of St. Dunstan’s Church 
have been taken down and separately placed in the care o f local 
residents. In informing us of this,*Mr. W . Kitchenside writes:—

In view o f the leading article in ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ of June 27tli 
last on the care o f church bells, the following may be o f some interest 
to you. The Finance Committee o f the Parochial Church Council of 
St. Dunstan’s Church, Mayfield, Sussex, have decided to have the eight 
bells taken down for the duration o f the war rather than insure them. 
It  was felt that insurance would not be able to replace them if 
damaged by enemy action. They will be replaced after the war. The 
work o f taking down the bells was undertaken by Messrs. Gillett 
and Johnston, o f Croydon, with the help o f a local firm o f builders. 
The bells are distributed amongst local residents o f the parish with 
the exception o f the tenor, which is being left in the churchyard. 
Here are the inscriptions on the .bells :—

Treble.— Glory to God in the Highest. Taylor, Loughborough. 1913.
2.—On Earth Peace, Good W ill Toward Men. Taylor, 1913.
3.—The Gift of John Baker, Esq., J. W . Fecit. 1724.
4.— R .F ., J.M ., C .H .* John W aylett made me, 1724.
5.—T.G ., 1602.
6.—Brianus Eldridge m e fecit. W .W ., R .W ., 1629.
7.—Cast by John W arner and Sons, London, 1898. Mr. John Sands,

John Merchant (CH. Wardens). Peter Baker, D .D ., Vicar. 
R . Phelps made me 1712. Recast 1898. J. H . R . Kirby, 
Vicar. E. Coppard, J. B. Powell, CH. Wardens.

Tenor.—Brianus Eldridge me fecit. R .W . 1630. Gloria Deo ir» 
Excelsis.

The two trebles were added in 1913 to make up the octave as a 
memorial to the Rev. J. H. R. Kirby, for over 15 years Vicar o f 
Mayfield. There is some doubt as to who cast the fifth bell. In some 
old books concerning the history o f church bells, etc., the founder’s 
name is given as'Thom as Gil.es, in others as Thomas Gilbert. I have 
never been able to find out which is correct.

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN  HEMP, OR ITA LIA N  FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. A LL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE P A ID  AN D ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE works, crantham
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“ SCROOF.”
THE ORIGIN OF TH E W ORD.

To the Editor. 9
Dear Sir,—I spent some time and trouble trying to find out the 

origin of the word ‘ 6croof,’ and, without being dogmatic, I give the 
following as the most likely explanation.

‘ Scroof * is a word which has been used among London ringers for 
a  very long time, probably for more than a century and a half. It 
does not seem to have been known in the provinces, and in London 
I have only once found it in writing. That was in the Cumberlands’ 
name book, where a number o f men are described as the ‘ Islington 
Scroof.’

The word meant the paid band which was attached to a particular 
belfry. To-day it is practically confined to the paid band at St, 
Paulys Cathedral. It lias survived solely among the College Youths, 
but it never has been used by that society in any o f its official state­
ments. It  has, in fact, almost always been treated as a slang w ord; 
men talked of the ‘ scroof ’ 111 much the same way as they talked of 
‘ stoney,’ meaning call-clianges.

It  would seem that originally the word was used as a term of 
contempt and it is not hard to explain why. The different words 
which ringers use were not invented out of nothing. Originally they 
were words in common speech used in their common sense. Only 
gradually did they acquire special and local meanings. I have con­
sulted ths authorities and the only word from which ‘ scroof ’ can 
have come is the common old English word ‘ scruff,’ a term of con­
tem pt which has barely reached the level o f a literary word, but which 
for centuries has been used in different forms in common speech among 
the ordinary people. Among other things it meant a ‘ rabble ’ or ’ a 
set o f persons o f indifferent character.* Even to-day people sometimes 
talk about a  ‘ scruffy lo t.’

But why should such a "term have been applied to a bend o f ringers r 
To answer that we must turn back to the conditions o f the London 
Exercise in the eighteenth century. The character o f the ringers was 
extraordinarily varied. At the top there was the small, exclusive 
Society o f College Youths, and at the bottom a number of low class 
men Who had little or no interest or knowledge o f the art o f change 
ringing, but who hung round the belfries in the hope of picking up 
something out o f the paid ringing. Both Osborn and Ellacombe have 
told us something about them in the early nineteenth cefitury.

W e can- be sure that the College Youths looked on these men with 
contempt, and we know from the incident at York in 1789 that they 
resented the idea o f being thought to belong to the same class. So 
they contemptuously called them ‘ scroof.’

I t  is not at all unusual that a name originally given in contempt 
should by degrees become respectable. The word ‘ stoney,’ once con­
temptuous slang, is now a good technical tferm. In the case of 
‘ scroof ’ the change was helped by the changing social conditions of 
the ringers. The high class exclusive College Youths disappeared. 
The lower class men who took their places improved in character and 
status. WThen St. Paul’s bells were hung and an official band formed 
out o f the best numbers o f  the College Youths, paid ringing was put 
(at any rate in that one instance) on a far higher level. The ‘ scroof ’ 
were now the pick o f the society. But the old term survived, though 
not without something o f its old character as slang. J. A. T.

ANOTHER SUGGESTION.
Dear Sir, — ' Inquirer ’ raises one o f the several closely related 

questions as to the origins and meanings o f those, obviously, very 
old words used by the men who built up our art.

Mr. Trollope recently referred to the extraordinarily good work 
done by the Rev. Earl Bulwer in writing the ‘ Glossary.’ But I  see 
that he le ft the above word out, also several other o f our ancient 
words, though he givefe ‘ Exercise,’ ‘ Caters * and ‘ Cinques ’ and also
* soller,’

In regard to the word scroof, I feel sure that it  is derived from
* scroll.’ W e find such variants as escroll and scroie. It  is allied to 
roll, volume and book. Hence a man * enrolled ’ was naturally on the 
escroie, and, in an illiterate age, soon was on the * scroof.*

The'Nortliern dialects habitually dropped the ‘ 1.’ (They do to-day.)
E. ALEX. YOUNG.

Italian Villa, Elstree Hill, Bromley, Kent.

T H E  L O O T E D  B E L L S  OF B R I S T O L .
DEATH SENTENCES THREATENED. v 

Mr. Justice Charles declared, during a trial for looting, at W in­
chester Assizes last w eek: ‘ One o f these days I myself or one o f my 
brothers will exercise our undoubted right and pass a sentence of 
death for looting.’

Edward Richard Pearce and Gilbert Lovell were charged with steal­
ing nine bells from  a bomb-damaged church at Bristol, and were each 
sentenced to seven years’ penal servitude. Each said he wished to 
appeal:

Some o f the bells were stated to have been cast in 1749. and one, a 
sanctus bell, dated from 1623. When the church was damaged the 
bells fell from  the tower, and later it was found that they had been 
removed.

According to the prosecution Pearce was found to be selling bell 
metal, and Lovell was seen breaking up the bells with a hammer.

M I D L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C I A T I O N .
MR. ERNEST M ORRIS’ DISCOVERY.

A meeting o f the Leicester District o f the Midland Counties Associa­
tion was held at Anstey on July .12th in beautiful summer weather.

The bells were rung silent during the afternoon to a variety of 
methods, including Bob Minor, Grandsire and Stedman Triples, Cam­
bridge and London Major, and, in spite o f the handicap^ th# ringing 
was much enjoyed by all.

A t 5.30 p.m. the members, 29 in number, adjourned to a nearby 
cafe and partook o f  a tea which was highly satisfactory under the 
present circumstances.

A room had been taken at a local hotel and after tea a ineeting 
was held there. A violent thunderstorm raged throughout the whole 
o f the meeting, and at times it was difficult to hear the speakers. 
About half-way through the meeting the lights fused and the meeting 
was carried 6n in semi-darkness.

In the absence o f the local chairman, Mr. E. Morris was elected to 
the chair. He spoke of an article which he had very recently found 
in ‘ The Leicester Jou rn a lf o f September 27th, 1782. It was as 
follows : ‘ On Thursday last was rung at Anstey in this county, upon 
five bells, 5,280 Grandsire Bobs, in three hours ten minutes.* There 
was no mention of the names of the ringers, but this was the earliest 
record o f a peal of Doubles in the county.

The Chairman extended a hearty welcome to the visitors, who 
included Miss Thompson, hon. treasurer o f the association, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Salter, of Nottingham, Mr. and Mrs. Norman Bagworth, 
o f Lon/lon, and ringers from  Copt Oak and Great Dalby.

Some discussion then took place as to future meetings, and 
eventually it was decided to hold two more meetings this year. Mr. 
W . Clarice proposed and Mr. J. Grant seconded that the first meeting 
be held at Countesthorpe. This was carried unanimously.

It  was agreed to hold the # 6econd meeting at St. Margaret’ s, 
Leicester, on October 4th. This was proposed by Mr. A. Disney, 
seconded by Mr. G. Morris and carried unanimously.

In closing the meeting, the chairman spoke with regret o f the 
recent death o f the wife o f Mr. George Straw, a member o f the 
Leicester Cathedral ringers and of tjie M.C.A. It was decided that 
the district secretary should write a letter of condolence on behalf 
o f the ringers o f the Leicester District, and it was the wish o f the 
meeting that Mr. E. Morris should write on behalf o f the M.C.A.

During the rest o f the evening there was some handbell ringing 
and the company in general enjoyed themselves.

When the time cafrie to say good night the rain had ceased and 
another enjoyable day had come to a close.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C I A T I O N .
MEETING OF THE TONBRIDGE DISTRICT.

A meeting o f the Tonbridge District o f the Kent County Association 
was held at Tonbridge on Saturday, July 26th, and was attended by 
20 members from Brasted, Leigh, Sevenoaks, Tunbridge Wells, Ton­
bridge, East Peckliam and Sliipbourne. Mr. T. E. Sone, o f Paddock 
W ood, was also present. In the absence of the Vicar, who sent an 
apology, the curate conducted the service and gave a very interesting 
address upon the sefret service o f life  and his experiences years ago 
as a ringer.

A t 5 p.m. tea was served, at the Carlton Cafe, after which the 
business meeting followed, with Mr. W . Latter in the chah\ The 
first item was to elect a new district secretary, and Mr. D. Findlay 
proposed and Mr. E. J. Ladd seconded that as the year was well 
advanced, Mr. T . Saunders should act as secretary until the annual 
meeting o f the ‘district in October. This was agreed to.

It was decided that the annual meeting should be held at Tonbridge- 
on the fitst Saturday in October, and a by-meeting at Sevenoaks on 
the first Saturday in September.

Votes o f  thanks were passed to the Vicar, the organist, to Mr. J. 
Medhurst and Mr. T. Saunders for arranging the meeting, and to 
Mr. W . Latter for taking the chair.

During the afternoon and after the meeting several touches on 
handbells were rung by some o f the members and were enjoyed by all.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
MEETING AT PENISTONE.

A meeting o f the Barnsley and District Society was held at 
Penistone on July 19th, when members were present from Earlslieaton, 
Felkirk, Hovlandswaine. W ath and the local company.

A room was reserved at the Bridge Hotel, where handbells were rung 
in the afternoon until 5 p.m., when a splendid tea was served, which 
was much appreciated by all.

The business meeting followed, with the president, Mr. E. Brookes, 
in the chair. The members stood in silence as a tribute to the 
memory o f Mr. O. Greathead, of Conisbrough, who had passed away 
on July 13tli at the age o f 53. #

The business was soon disposed of, and after a vote o f  thanks to 
the local company for the arrangements and the tea there was more 
handbell ringing. Some o f the ringers tried their skill at a ‘ game 
o f cricket ’ on the dart board, with the result that the ‘ old crocks ’ 
beat- the * young uns.’

It was decided to hold the next meeting at Barnsley on Saturday, 
August 9th.
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THE STANDARD METHODS
FO R W A R D .

When Sir Arthur Heywood published Duffield he cer­
tainly had good' reason for thinking he had found not 
merely a new standard method but one which would be 
for even .beltringing what Stedman is for odd. Yet Duf­
field from the very first proved a complete failure.

The reason usually given is that the method is too 
monotonous. That is true, to a very great extent, on 
eight bells, and monotony was, and is, a sufficient reason 
for the method not being extensively practised. But it is 
a fact that Duffield has never had a fair chance. Most 
of the people who talk about its monotony have never 
rung it, and only repeat what others have said.

As a Major method there is not a great deal to be said 
for it, but a  ̂ Royal and Maximus (for which, as we re­
member, Heywood specially designed it) there is a lot to 
be said. For short touches at practice or service ringing 
it is better than almost every other ten and twelve-bell' 
method in use, and it deserves much more attention than 
it has received, though we doubt if it will ever receive it.

The reason is that it lies outside the main stream of 
the development of the art. From the first, change ring­
ing has progressed in a definite way from Plain Bob and 
Grandsire through Treble Bob to Double Norwich, and 
on to Surprise. Stedman, it is true, lies outside, but 
Stedman has often proved a dead end.

Ringers are an exceptionally conservative lot, partly 
because of the nature of their art, and partly because they 
remain in active service for so long. It is nothing much 
for a man to be a ringer for thirty or forty or more years, 
and at the end he is not so very different from what he was 
at the beginning.

There is, therefore, not much to be gained by consider­
ing the claims Qf other methods similar to Duffield to rank 
as standard methods. A large number of them h^ve ap­
peared from time to time, all more or less imitations of 
Duffield, and some which have tried to correct supposed 
defects in it. But we may be sure that Heywood had 
thoroughly explored the whole ground and that he 
selected the best.

There is, however, one which has had a certain amount 
of practice and deserves a short notice. This is Forward. 
Forward is usually said to be John Carter’s method, and 
it is his in the sense that he first introduced it to the Exer­
cise and called the first peal of it, but it is the simplest 
form of a group of methods which must be obvious to 
anyone who gives any thought to method construction.

The general plan of these methods is this. The divi­
sion heads and ends are the rows of th£ Plain hunting 
course. Between them is inserted a backward hunting 
course on a part of the bells and the rest dodge.

12345678 12345678
34 
43

21436587 21436587

24163857 24163857
In Forward the inserted backward hunting course is on 

two bells which is 12 
12
21
21 j and. this is put in 3-4, all the other 

bells dodging in pairs.

So far as construction goes, Forward can be had on 
any number of bells, and the inserted hunting course can 
be in -1-2, 3-4, 5-6 or anywhere else; but a little experi­
menting will soon show that some of these variations 
give features which we do not allow in practical ringing. 
For instance—

J234567 -12345678
2134657 12436587
1243567 21345678
2143657 21436587

24 i6375 24163857
Similarly we shall find that if the backward hunting 

course is on three bells it must be put in the front three 
or the last three positions, and is only suitable for odd 
numbers unless there are two of it.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

,  2143657 21436587
124 , 124 .578

/  M2 142 758
412 ' ■ 412 785
421 421 875
2416375 '24163857’ ' * v

«
4261735 42618375

These are Erin Triples and a double variation adapted 
to eight bells.

With the backward hunting course on four bells we get 
what Henry Dains called Barnsbury Major :—

-  12345678 
3546 
5364
5634

' 6543 
6453
4635

21436587

24163857
The plan can in theory be extended indefinitely on the 

higher numbers, but the extensions are of no practical 
value.

•

Further variations can be had by increasing the num­
ber of two-bell hunting courses tiius-: —

12345678
3465 
4365 
3456 
,4356

214 3658 7 ,

24163857
Anyone can amuse himself by working out other com­

binations and so producing other methods. There seems 
no reason why some of them should not be rung, but 
they are not likely to appeal to ringers. Forward itself 
was supposed to have all the good musical qualities of 
Treble Bob with none,of its defects. In practice it is 
found to be intolerably monotonous, both to ring and to 
listen to. It is not nearly the equal of Duffield, but as a 
Royal method is not altogether without some good 
qualities.
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NOTICES.
NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  

M ONDAY. «
All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  

O f f i c e  o f  ‘  T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g , S u r r e y .

THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 
under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

* The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U T H S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday August 2nd, 
at the Bell Foundry, 32-34, Whitechapel Road, E .i, 
at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon, Sec., Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. —  Biggleswade 
District.— A meeting will be held at Henlow on Saturday, 
August 2nd, also handbells. All' will be welcomed.—
C. J. Ball, 25, Tempsford Road, Sandy, Beds.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.— A 
meeting will be held in the belfry at Balcombe on Satur­
day, August 2nd. Handbells and ringing on six silent 
tower bells.— Joint meeting with Sussex County, and 
Hawkhurst Guild at Wadhurst, August 19th. Details 
later.— C. A. Bassett, Hon. Sec.

SURREY ASSOCIATION (North-Western District) 
AND GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD (Leatherhead 
District).— A joint meeting will be held at Leatherhead 
on Monday, August 4th. Ringers may meet at Boxhill
S.R . station at 3.30, to ramble through Norbury Park to 
Leatherhead. Service in Leatherhead Church at 5 p.m. 
Tea at the Duke’s Head "at 5.30 p.m. Eight bells 
(silent) and handbells available at Leatherhead bel­
fry from 3 p.m. and after tea. All ringers heartily wel­
come.— G. W . Massey and A. H. Smith, Dis. Hon. Secs.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON­
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— North and East District.—  
A meeting will be held at Stanmore on Saturday, August 
9th. Handbells available at 3 p.m. Service at 4.30 p.m. 
Tea to follow, for which names must be sent to me by 
Tuesday, the 5th. By kind invitation of the Rector, the 
gardens will be open as usual.—T\ J. Lock, Hon. Dis. 
Sec.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Western Division.—  
A meeting will be held at Loughton on Saturday, August 
gth. Service at 4.30 p.m. Business meeting to follow. 
Handbells available during afternoon and evening. De­
tails regarding tea in next week’s issue. All ringers 
heartily welcome.— J. H. Crampion, Hon. Sec., 14, W el­
lesley Road, Wanstead, E.n«.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.— Northern Branch. 
—*The half-yearly meeting wifi be held at Willingham-by- 
Stow on Saturday, August gth. Service 4 p.m. Business

meeting 6 p.m. Entertainment and light refreshment will 
be provided for those who inform Rev. S. Malkinson, 
Willingham-by-Stow, .Gainsborough, by the Thursday 
previous. Usual war-time ringing arrangements.—  J. 
Bray, Hon. Sec.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Royal Hotel, Barnsley, on Satur­
day, August 9th. Handbells available 2.30 p.m. Tea 5 
p.m., followed by usual business meeting and handbell 
practice. Those requiring tea must notify me not later 
than Thursday, August 7th.— D. Smith, Hon. Sqc., 28, 
Chapel Street, Shafton, near Barnsley.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Western Division.—  
A meeting will be held at Loughton on Saturday, August 
9th. Service at 4 p.m., followed by tea and business 
meeting. Handbells available during afternoon and even­
ing. All those requiring tea kindly let me know not later 
than August 6th. All ringers heartily welcome.— J. H. 
Crampion, Hon. Sec., 14, Wellesley Road, Wanstead, 
E .i 1. „

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Eastern Divi­
sion.— A joint meeting with the East Grinstead and 
Hawkhurst and District Guilds will be held at Wadhurst 
on Saturday, August 16th. Six silent bells and handbells 
available from 3 p.m. Tea for those who notify Mr. C. 
A. Bassett, 3, .Pendrill Place, Wadhurst, by August 13th. 
All ringers and friends welcome.— John Downing, Acting 
Hon. Sec., 2, Hughenden Road, Hastings. -

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Lewisham Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Bexley on Saiturday, 
August 16th., Service at 4.30 p.m. Tea at reasonable 
prices for members notifying me not later than Tuesday, 
August 12th. Subscriptions can be paid at this meeting. 
— A. G. Hill, Hon. Dis. Sec., temporary address, 53, 
Hengist Road, Erith, Kent.

DEVON GUILD.— Exeter Branch.— A meeting will 
be held at Tedburn St. Mary Rectory on August 16th, at 
3 p.Q), Service in the church 4.30. Tea 5.15 only to 
those who notify me by August 9th. Bus leaves Exeter
2.45, returning 7.23. Handbells available.— W . H. 
Howe, Hon. Sec., 8, Courtenay Road, Exeter.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TIO N .— Western Branch.— The next meeting will be held 
at St. Nicholas’ Church, Worcester, on August 23rd. 
Service at 3.30 p.m., followed by light refreshments (tea 
and biscuits) and business meeting in Trinity Hall. Num­
bers not later than Tuesday^ August 19th.— E. F. Cubber- 
ley, Hon. Sec., Park Cottages,. Kempsey, near Worces­
ter.

‘ THE CHURCH BELLS OF BER K SH IR E.’ Part 
IV. Reprinted from the Journal of the Berks Archaeo­
logical Society. To be obtained from the author, Mr. 
Frederick Sharpe, Derwen, Launton, Bicester, Oxford­
shire. Price one shilling.

TOWER CLOCKS j, b. JOYCE & CO. LTD.
W eight D riven  o r  E le ctr ic , b y  the 
W O R L D ’S O L D E S T  M A K E R S  
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 0  YEARS  
Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

WHITCHURCH, SALOP.
We have experts visiting all parts of the British Isles, and shall be pleased 
to carry oat restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tower Clock
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(Odd-Bell Treble 

(Plain Bob and

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section
Dominated Methods) ...................

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section
Double Oxford B o b ) ..........................

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section H I. (Double Norwich) ... 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..................................
REPORT OF CONFERENCE W IT H  S .P .A .B ............... ...........
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN  THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ... ... ... ... ... ........... ... ... ... ... ... . . .
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ... ...

Cambridge Surprise M ajor ..................
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court
Bristol Surprise M ajor ..........................

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ..................
VAR IATIO N  AND TRANSPOSITION ..........................................
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AN D M INOR METHODS (New 

Edition) ................... ................... ............................................... ..
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The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,* ,1s. lO d.; ninth edition ; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

4 GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. 10d.* second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STAN D ARD M ETHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
* STEDMAN,’ 2a. lOd. An entirely, new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to  11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lO d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages. 
‘ SURPRISE M ETHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A  book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F .R .A .S. Contains a tabulated list o f peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt o f postal order, from 
Miss MARGARET E, SNOWDON 
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s to n ,

Li " “

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6|d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd- 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.'

‘ CAMBRIDGE M INOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7|d.' each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POW ELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
o f a bell to the ringing and conducting o f peals o f Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection o f Compositions included.
P rice:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64-pp., 

1/2 (6 copies for 6 / - ) .
O btain able  only p o st fre e  fro m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  Vloaratfe, neap D aventry.

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
Eat. 1 8 2 0  > - - =  ..i.-isai' Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p ric es  in cre a se , 
p r e -w a r  q u ality , and sen d  u s y o u r  old Bell R opes  

fo r  rep a irs  w h ilst n o t  in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IHKSTAKD g g f o  in Solid Silver

D ia m e te r 2iin  2 iin . 3im . 3 iin , 4in . 4iin . 5in . M in 
P r ic e  18/S  2 2 /8  2 8 /8  3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /8  6 7 /8  78 6

T h e  6in. s ize  is  also m ad e to  h o ld  50 c ig a re tte s .

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  &  S on s, M idland C lock W ork s, 

D erby, Ltd.
Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 S 5 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor bv the W oodbridge P tpss. Ltd.. Gnild-
’  J —  by ^  ----------------------------------------------------------

S.C.4
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co.. Ltd., Breams 

Buildings. London, E.C.t.
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SHOULD PUBLICITY CEASE?
There are, no doubt, divergent views on the question, 

raised by our correspondent, ‘ Anti-Silent,’ a fortnight ago 
and supported this week by another writer, as to whether 
ringers should keep silent over their ‘ silent ’ bells. These 

-correspondents, to put it briefly, contend that it is likely 
to be a disservice to ringing to let the public know that 
practice is now carried out on ‘ dumb ’ bells, in case it 
adds' to the armoury of those who, when the war is over, 
will want the ban on bells continued. W e are among 
those who believe that tactful publicity is helpful to ring­
ing, and, while there is no point in saying anything which 
may encourage the folk whose deep-rooted objection to 
bells leads them to declare bells at all times to. be a 
nuisance, let us remember that these people are nearly 
always in a small minority in any area. Usually they 
are people who reside in close proximity to a church, and 
all they are concerned with is the noise, as they deem it 
to be, which emanates from the tower' near which they 
live. Their objection is seldom against bells in general 
as they affect other people, but to the particular bells 
which annoy them. •

These people make themselves appear to be an im­
portant section vof the public, because they are actively 
vocal in their opposition ; but the fact remains that, in 
the mass, the people of this country like to hear the bells 
and, if given the opportunity, would not allow them to 
be silenced in peace time. They love the bells, and one 
of the things which they have most regretted in the life 
of this England during the last twelve months has been 
the absence of church bells on Sunday. It is quite cer­
tain also that they are looking forward to hearing the 
bells once more when victory and peace are proclaimed. 
It seems unnecessary, therefore,' in preparing to greet 
that day, that ringers should in any way hide the fact 
that they are new endeavouring to keep themselves in 
practice, even though they are driven to the shift of 
having to use for the time being bells which are clapper- 
less. There is, we feel, nojgenpral risk that reasonable 
people will want to put an end to ringing just because, 
during the ban, ringers have found a means, unsatisfying 
though it be, of following the pursuit to which they are so 
much attached.

Nevertheless, there are certain towers about the coun­
try which are not all they should be in the modulation of 
sound. No one knows better than the ringers themselves 
how overpowering some peals of bells are when heard 
near the tower, and we have constantly advocated that in 
such instances every effort should be made to remove any 
possible cause of annoyance. Such to>vers exist still, 

(Continued on page 374.) •
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a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .
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METHOD SPLICING
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Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

• The System is fully explained in 
‘ METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1/3 (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing; World ’ Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.
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although the bells now are silent. There can, of course, 
be no opportunity at present of any constructional work 
which will remedy the trouble, but for the sake of ringing 
in these towers in the future the needs should not be 
lost sight of by those who will return to the belfry later 
on. To suggest, however, that if ringers make public 
the fact that they are at present using silent bells, they 
are providing the army of ‘ anti-noise ’ with material for 
a campaign later on, is to take a pessimistic view of the 
situation, which we think is hardly justified. There will 
always be, as there always have been, opponents of 
church bells who will not lose any opportunity of ventilat­
ing their objections, but they can always be met success­
fully, if those in authority will exercise firmness and tact 
and the ringers use discretion on the occasions when they 
ring and the amount of ringing, which they do. At the 
same time it will be well to be wary later on of any at­
tempt by the ‘ antis ’ to stifle ringing by an outcry far 
beyond their numefical strength and in which they may 
try to mislead any weak-kneed clergy or church councils 
by a volume of complaint out of all proportion to the real 
truth.

HANDBELL PEALS. .1

• P h i l i p  R b e d

W EST BRIDGFOT®, NOTTINGHAM SHIRE.
THE M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

On Monday, July 28, 1941, in One Hour and Fifty-Six Minutes,
A t  9 , P a t r ic k  H o a d ,

A PEAL O F  G R A N D S IR E D O U B L E S ,  5040 C H A N G ES ; 
Being 42 extents, 10 callings.

.................... 1-2 | R a l p h  N a r b o r o d c h  .............  3-4
B e r n a r d  B r o w n .......................  3-6

C o n d u cte d  b y  R a l p h  N a r b o r o u g h .
*  First peal. Rung as a birthday compliment to Mr. Ernest Morris,

SW INDON, W ILTS.
THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Friday, August 1, 194J, in Two Hours and Forty-Three Minutes,
A t  8 1 , C o u n t y  R o a d ,

A PEAL O F  BOB MAJOR, 5040 C H A N O E t|
Tenor size 15 in C.

•D b n n is  W .  S . S m o c t  . . .  r-2  I W .  B e r t r a m  K y n a s t o n  . . . .  5-6
Ja c k S . R o b e r t s  .............  3-4 | R e v . M . C . C . M e l v il l e  . . .  7-8

C o m p o s e d  b y  E . M . A t k in s , C o n d u cte d  b y  R e v . M . C . C .  M e l v il l e
* First peal, aged 14 (except for one handbell to a  peal o f Doubles). 

Rung in honour o f the visit o f  Her M ajesty Queen Mary to Swindon 
011 tips day.

PRESTON, LANCS.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sunday, August 3, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-Eight Minutes,
I n t h e  B e l f r y  o f  t h e  P a r is h  C h d r c h , 3

A PEAL O F  BOB MAJOR, BOM CHANGE8|
T enor size 15 in C.

E d w a rd  C o w p e r t h w a it k  ... 1-2 I L /c p l .  C . K . L e w is , R .A .P .C . 5-6
C y r il  C r o s s t h w a it e .............  3-4 | " P t e .J . H . C r a m p io n ,R .A .S .C . 7-8

C o m p o s e d  b y  J. R .  P r it c h a r d . C o n d u cte d  b y  C . K . L e w is .
* First peal ‘ in hand.’

IPSW ICH.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

• 9  (S t . M a r y - l e - T o w e r  S o c ie t y .)
On Sunday, August 3, 1941, in Two Hours and Twenty Minutes,

I n t h e  B e l f r y  o f  S t . M a r y - l e -T o w e r  C h d r c h ,
A PEAL O F  BOB MAJOR, 5056 CHANQE8|

* G e o r g s  A . F l e m in g  . . .  1-2 I C h a r l e s  J . S b d g l e y .............  5 -6
G e o r g e  E . S y m o n d s .............  3 -4  | W il l ia m  J . G . B r o w n  . . .  7-8

C om posed b y  F ra n k  B e n n e t t . C onducted b y  C h a r l e s  J. S b d g l e y  
W itn ess— W illia m  P . G a rfe tt .

* First peal on handbells. First peal on handbells as conductor.
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W ILLIAM  HENRY THOM PSON.

The solution of the Grandsire problem was an interest­
ing event in the development of composition; but, in 
itself, of no very great importance. Ringers had already 
satisfied themselves that a peal with common bobs only 
was not possible, if only for the reason that no one, not 
even the cleverest, had been able to achieve it, just as 
now we are convinced that a similar peal of Stedman 
Triples is not possible, though we have no mathematical 
proof.

Thompson’s real contribution to the science of change 
ringing was that he showed the supreme importance of 
Q  Sets in composition. He did not discover them. They 
were known to John Reeves, to Shipway, and, we may 
assume, to John Holt. But, while those great composers 
knew of them, their methods of working did not enable 
them to grasp their full significance. Nor for that matter 
did Thompson’s, beyond the purposes of the immediate 
problem he was engaged upon. But his use of them in 
Grandsire Triples showed other people how to use them 
in all methods, and that altered their outlook on the 
whole science.

Davies and Heywood' and Bulwer, who took the theory 
of Q Sets from Thompson, did not go on and investigate 
their real nature and relationship to the fundamentals of 
change ringing. If they had it might have saved a lot of 
controversy and explained among other.things what Bob 
Major leads ends really are.

W . H . Thompson’s claim to fame in the story of the 
Exercise rests on his “  Note on*Grandsire Triples.”  If 
he' had written no more than that, his place would still 
have been secure. But he went on further and applied 
himself to other problems. He was naturally attracted 
by those which followed on his first investigations, and 
they appealed to him more because they were such as* 
would interest a mathematician than because they were 
of importance to the Exercise. So it was that his next 
book, dealt with a subject which at no time had much in­
terest for ringers and now has none at all.

Eighty years before his time Shipway, like other men, 
had tried to get a peal of Grandsire Triples by splicing 
the second half of Holt’s Ten-part into the first by means 
of bobs. One plan he tried was to take one part of the 
.second half and to join it straight on to one part of the 
first half. The plan was, of course, not a success, but 
he did discover that if a fifth’s place bob (that is, a plain 
lead of Union) was added to each of these double parts, 
a true peal could be produced, consisting of triple changes 
throughout. It was an interesting discovery, but of no 
great practical importance for, though the peal was rung, 
the composition was looked on as something rather 
illegitimate, and it never came into general use.

The plan of it, however, appealed to Thompson, and 
he investigated it, not as Shipway had jlone by experi­
menting with Holt’s peal, but on mathematical lines. 
He, however, reversed Shipway’s problem, and instead 
of trying to compose peals of Grandsire by adding a 
minimum number of Union leads, he composed peals of 
Union by adding plain Grandsire leads. When he found 
that Davies’ Report on Calls had recognised the plain

lead of Grandsire as a legitimate call for Union he pub­
lished the result of his investigations in a pamphlet of 
fifty pages. It appeared in 1893.

As an example of how the problems of composition can 
be dealt with mathematically, the book has value, but the 
subject matter was unfortunate. Very few people wanted 
to ring Union Triples, and those that did would not use 
a peal with irregular calls however clever its composition. 
There were some men who valued Union as a method for 
composition, but they were very few;, and the method 
which had recently been dragged from obscurity soon 
after lapsed into oblivion.

Like all his writings, Thompson’s book is concise and 
clear, but the close reasoning and the enormous amount 
of detail make it very difficult to follow. To most readers 
the subject is not worth the effort.

The same may fairly be said of the very elaborate in­
vestigations he made into the composition of Grandsire 
Triples. William Snowdon included them in the second 
edition of ‘ Grandsire,’ and they are there for anyone to 
study, but I very much doubt if they are ever read. It 
is rather unfortunate that Grandsire, which in practical 
ringing is almost the simplest and most elementary of 
methods, should be in composition one of the most diffi­
cult and complex. It means that a text book on the 
method to be complete must be written half for the be­
ginner and half for the most advanced expert. >

When Arthur Heywood made his Investigations into 
Stedman Triples he sought the help of Thompson, not so 
much for the general work as to solve certain definite 
and limited problems which he set out and sent him. 
One of them was the question, Is it possible to write down 
the 5,040 rows of Triples in sixty complete and inde­
pendent natural courses? It was an extraordinarily diffi­
cult problem, for the factors are so very elusivfe. Thomp­
son supplied a proof which purported to show that twenty 
is the greatest number of true natural courses in the 
metbod. It was an ingenious proof, but there was.a flaw 
in it. ? Had he been conversant with composition in 
general and with Stedman Caters in particular, he would 
have seen that with fixed second’s, sixth’s' and seventh’s 
place bells twenty-four true courses are obviously pos­
sible, though the selection of those twenty-fouN would 
undoubtedly make further true courses impossible. It is 
rather strange that neither Heywood nor Bulwer, both 
of whom thoroughly understood Stedman Caters, missed 
the point and allowed the ‘ proof ’ to appear.

The matter was finally settled in the year 1908, when 
three men, Joseph J. Parker, Joseph W . Parker and John 
Carter, almost simultaneously produced forty true natural 
courses. Thompson then revised his proof and gave 
what he said was a really sound proof that forty is the 
limit. It is a-very complicated proof and very difficult 
to follow, but no one has been able to find a flaw in it. 
Thompson’s original problem, it should be remembered, 
was to settle whether the sixty, are possible, not how 
many true ones there are. I was in error when I wrote 
in my book on Stedman that the problem is still unsolved.

It is, of course, no reproach to Thompson that his first 
proof had a flaw in It, but in one instance his isolation 
from the general life of the Exercise led him into an error 
in a matter on which he might have been supposed to be 
almost the supreme authority, and which a lesser man 
would probably have escaped, since the pitfall was fairlv

(Continued on next page.)
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generally known. He published three peals of Grandsire 
Triples with common singles, and all were false at the 
handstrokes.

Apart from his use of Q Sets it is not unlikely that 
Thompson influenced the Exercise most through Joseph 
J. Parker, of Farnham Royal. I have very little direct 
evidence, but I think it probable that Parker’s work was 
largely based on *Thompson’s methods. At any rate, I 
gathered the impression, from what he told me and 
showed me.many years ago, that the two men worked on 
very similar lines, and on lines which at the time were 
quite unusual with ordinary composers.

That is a remarkable fact considering the differences 
between the two men. Thompson was a Cambridge 
mathematician; Parker, like John Holt, his great fore­
runner in Grandsire Triples, was-a shoemaker. He had 
few advantages in education, but as a composer he has 
hardly any equals in the history of change ringing. In 
his work and in the occasional letters and articles he con­
tributed to ‘ The Bell N ew s’ he showed a breadth of 
vision and a grasp of the essentials of composition far 
beyond the best of his contemporaries such as John Carter 
and Henry Dains. He had the true mathematician’s gift 
of looking at a peal objectively. It was a problem to be 
solved, not something he could ‘ make,’ and which would 
be his ‘ property.’ He did not publish masses of figures, 
as did so many others at the time, merely to pile up the 
number of his peals; and when, as often happened, other 
people put their names to obvious adaptations of his work 
he took little or no pains to' establish his rights. Few 
men would have liked to see ..another name persistently 
put to the simplest variation of his best-known work, 
and it is not fair to him now, when the original version 
of his twelve-part peal is termed ‘ Groves’ Variation.’ 
There is no analogy here with Reeves’ Variation, for 
Reeves did add something (if not much) to Holt’̂  com­
position.

Joseph J. Parker had few opportunities of distinguish­
ing himself as a practical ringer. During most of his 
career his own v tower had but six bells, but his is one of 
the greatest names in the Exercise, and it is pleasant to 
know that as long as the art lasts he will not be for­
gotten, for his twelve-part peal of-Grandsire Triples is 
one of the two or * three indispensable compositions. 
Middleton’s Cambridge and Thurstans’ Stedman Triples 
alone can rank with it. t

W . H. Thompson attended only ,orie meeting of the 
Central Council, the first at London after his election. 
He quite evidently looked on his membership as an 
honorary one conferred in recognition of what he had 
done for the science of ringing, and entailing no duties 
or obligations; and no doubt he was elected in that spirit. 
He was so little in touch with ringers and ringing that 
he could hardly have been of much service.

Much, but not quite the same thing, may be said of 
another early honorary member. Dr. J. J. Raven was 
well known "to many ringers by name and personally to 
some, but his interest in bells was archaeological, and he 
did not know very much about ringers or change ringing. | 
At the time the Council was founded he was beginning to 
get advanced in years and, though he had for six years j 
been the parson of a Suffolk village, and was the.presi-j 
dent of the Norwich Diocesan Association, the great part I

of .his active life had been spent as a schoolmaster. He 3 
was, in fact, essentially a scholar and an hntiquarian.

John James Raven was born on June 25th, 1833, at 
Boston, the eldest son of J. H. Raven, Rector of Worling- 
ton, in Suffolk. He was educated at Cambridge, where 
he graduated B.A. in 1857, M .A. in. i860, and D .D . in 
1872. He was appointed headmaster of Bungay Gram­
mar School in 1859, and from 1866 to 1885 he was head­
master of Yarmouth Grammar School. In the latter 
year he became Vicar of Fressingfield, which living he 
held with two other Suffolk benefices until his death in 
1906. He had few opportunities of coming into contact , 
with ringers until he had passed middle life, but his in­
terest in bells began when he was a boy. He was, in 
fact, one of the earliest and one of the most distinguished 
of those antiquarians who did so much during the second 
half of the last century to survey tjhe church bells of Eng­
land, and who brought to the task so much patience, 
learning and industry.

These men did a lot of good for the Exercise, but • 
almost entirely indirectly. They brought to the notice of 
churchpeople the value of the many bells which for so 
long had hung neglected and almost forgotten in the 
village steeples, and the interest they evoked helped very 
largely the reform movement among ringers.

This antiquarian interest, however, was quite inde­
pendent of change ringing and outside the Exercise. It 
is rather remarkable how little these campanologists, as 
they called themselves, knew about ringing. Ellacombe 
did get as far as Grandsire Doubles, and A. H. Cocks 
rang, I believe,, one or two peals -of Grandsire Triples; 
but to W . C. Lukis ringers were a degraded and de­
generate lot. Thomas North was an invalid who was 
not able to enter a tower, L ’Estrange and Stahlschmidt 
never referred to ringing, and Mr. H. B. Walters was 
one of the principal officials of the British Museum and 
dealt with bells in the same way and with the same 
authority as he dealt with Greek and Roman antiquities. 

rThe. result was that, though these men wrote of bells 
with knowledge and authority, the few references to 
change ringing in their books are inadequate and in­
accurate.

Raven was no exception, though towards the end of 
his life he was president of the Norwich Diocesan Asso­
ciation. His first published work was in 1869 on ‘ The 
Bells' of Cambridgeshire, a second edition of which ap­
peared in 1881. His best work was on ‘ The Church Bells 
of Suffolk,’ published in 1890. Probably he is chiefly 
known to ringers by his ‘ Bells of England ’ in the series v 
called the Antiquary’s Books, where he dealt with the 
whole subject of bells. It is rather unequal in quality and 
not altogether up to his best standard, for he had to in­
clude matters outside his particular province, and to 
borrbw from his contemporaries. In so doing he was 
not always accurate or well advised. This was particu­
larly so when he dealt with change ringing. The history 
he took from Ellacombe and the account of the art from 
the ‘ Tintinnalogia.’ As an explanation of change ring­
ing for the general public it is anything but adequate.

Dr. Raven, however, will always be remeipbered with 
gratitude by lovers of bells and bell lore. My personal 
recollection is of a kindly and courteous gentleman witb 
extraordinarily brilliant and sparkling eyes. Though 
elected an honorary member at the first meeting, he never 
attended the Central Council.

\
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S IN G L E  O X F O R D  BOrf M A J O R .
W HERE W AS THE FIRST PEAL RU N G ?

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—In the schedule o f first performances compiled by the 

late Rev. A. T . Beeston for the Central Council and reproduced by 
Mr. Morris in his ‘ History ’ it is stated that the first peal o f Single 
Oxford Bob M ajor was rung at Warnham by the Sussex County 
Association on January 10th, 1899. No record of this peaV appears 
in the contemporary ‘ Bell News ’ nor in the Analysis. W e should 
b^ glad  if anyone who has a copy o f the Sussex Association report for 
that year or any particulars o f the peal will send us details, as we 
are anxious to h ive  a correct record o f the first performances o f the 
methods given in the Collection o f Plain M ajor Methods. W e have 
110'definite account o f any peal in the method before May 7th, 1909, 
when Fred Holden called a peal o f it at Sittingbourne, and October 
20th in the same year, when Mr. E. H. Lewis called a peal o f ft at 
Pulford.

E. C. S. TURNER,
J, A. TROLLOPE,

The Methods Committee.

P R E P A R E F O R C E SF O R  H O S T I L E
To the Editor.

Sir,— ‘ A nti-S ilent’ is right— deadly right! W e ’ must build up 
machinery, and that quickly, wherewith to tap the silent, hostile 
forces now forming.

Our first task is to seek at once some learned-exponent o f Civil 
and Ecclesiastical Law to tell us exactly how we, as ringers, stand in 
relation to the public. Can a ringer for the State religion and being 
a servant o f it commit a campariological nuisance? Does such a 
privilege protect him when engaged hi pleasure ringing? Is one bell 
the legal limit for divine service or may a full-blooded ring count as 
un it? A host o f questions will need . clearing up before we get any­
where, and the sooner w e begin moving, as the #otlier side is moving 
—and, creeping, the better.

The next step is to ‘ cease ’ all news o f association activities in the 
public Press (‘ The Ringing W o r ld ’ excepted!). ‘ A nti-S ilent’ has 
already, and rightly, raised this point ana, for those who possibly 
missed his letter, gave, in so many words, the probable reaction o f 
the opposition to unthinking publicity: ‘ you have your bellringing in 
stlence and are apparently satisfied—continue, my friends, and so 
please everybody .,9

To it! with no half-armed guessing, but with fully equipped know­
ledge how to deal with Dora’s slick and silent paratroops.

‘ W IN D -U P.’

S T E D M A N N U M B E R S .ON E V E N
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Referring to the recent Standard Methods article 011 
‘ Stedman and some others,’ Shipway’s treatment of Stedman missed 
the fact that Stedman is purely an odd-bell principle, and if we seek 
to apply it  to an even number o f bells, only an odd number can do 
Stedman work, the extra bell being compelled to act differently. In 
Shipway’s Stedman Major he made each bell strike three blows in 
4t\i place; in Double Stedman the 5th never got away from 4-5 and 
returned to 5th at the end o f each division.

The fact that the alternate quick and slow work breaks up the 
natural coursing order and is redeemed on an odd number o f bells 
by the covering tenor is quite true.

Another method which might find a place for investigation or dis­
cussion in your very interesting articles is Extended-Stedman M ajor 
(published some time ago in * The Ringing W orld), which pivots round 
tlie treble, which is a plain hunt from lead to 6th place and is actually 
the quick-bell in each division, the other seven doing Stedman slow- 
work. FREDERICK E. PITM AN.

40, Tweedy Road, Bromley, Kent.

* “  S C R O O F ."
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. E. A .’ Young’s explanation is ingenious, but I am 
afraid it will not do. The objection is that the paid ringing in olden 
times was never done by Regularly appointed bands, and so the mem­
bers w’ere neyer ‘ enrolled ’ and never on the ‘ escroie.’ The steeple­
keeper or the parish clerk was responsible to the parochial authorities 
for the ringing and lie employed whom he would or whom he ccrnld 
get. Older London ringers still remember what some o f those men. 
were like fifty or sixty years ago. It  would not be insulting them 
to call them a ‘ scruffy * lot. J. A. T .

THE TERM  '* BOB.’—Some writers affirm that theAterm bob was 
adopted because it could be easily articulated. There are no doubt 
other monosyllables equally easy, thotigh perhaps not so applicable to 
the purpose, particularly if we may be allowed to imagine any analogy 
to exist between the construction o f a peal and that o f an edifice, 
the term will imply something o f much greater importance. In the 
latter the bob is used as an instrument o f ‘ adjustment ©r leveller; 
and in the former its judicious application has the effect o f levelling 
and adjusting as to make each bell strike an exact number o f times 
in each place, a condition 'that must o f necessity be complied with 
in obtaining the extent o f the changes in any m ethod.—Henry 
Hubbard, 1864.

John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH

T H E

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS

♦
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BELFRY GOSSIP.
Although the veteran ringer o f Ipswich, Mr. Robert H. Brundle, 

had a severe illness during last winter, his many friends throughout 
the country will be pleased to learn that he has made a good re­
covery «n d  often takes a two miles walk.

He will be 90 years o f age on September 18th, and in conversation 
with Mr. Charles Mee, wno is nearing four score years, suggested 
that they should eland in a peal o f Stedman Cinques together when 
peace is celebrated. • .

Mr. George Williams, Master of the Winchester and Portsmouth 
Diocesan Guild, must be almost if not quite the oldest member of 
the Royal Cumberland Youths. He is 85 years o f age and joined 
the society on August Bank Holiday, 1885. The occasion was a peal 
at Arundel, Sussex, in which, among others, Henry Dains and Hewitt 
rang. , '

It carries us a long way back, for Hewitt was a contemporary with 
Shipway and rang with him. Mr. Williams is the only one left of 
the band who rang a t Arundel on that day 56 years ago.

Harold Reed, of the North Stoneham band, has passed his examina­
tions and qualified as a sergeant-pilot in the Royal Air Force. Like 
other towers, North Stoneham has lost all its ‘ top-line ’ youngsters, 
who have gone on active service, but Mr. W illiams is "keeping a 
number of boys interested in ringing by handbell practices and prac­
tice on the tower bells with clapper stays. For 60 years George has 
never ceased 'to teach— either elementary or advanced ‘ classes.’

The Rev. A. G. G. Thurlow, hon. secretary o f the Norwich Diocesan 
Association, will be away from  home from August 6th to August 30tli, 
and letters will not be forwarded. ^ .

W e are asked to say that Rupert would like to comply with- the 
suggestion o f his old fridhd, Mr. A. H. Pulling, but just at the 
moment he is too busy growing food in the day time and watching 
for * Jerry * aeroplanes at night to write about his early trips round 
the Lincoln Fens, which, he says, if described by a  capable pen, 
might make very gpod reading.

The ring o f twelve bells cast by Samuel Knight for St. Saviour’ s, 
Southwark, was opened by the College Youths on August 3rd, *1735.

On August 4th, 1819, the twelve bells at Quex Park, Thanet, were 
opened by bands from  the Societies o f College Youths and Cumberland 
Youths. Next day the latter rane:'5,213 Grandsire Cinques, conducted 
by the younger George Gross. Sliipway rang the third. The other 
society did not attempt a  peal, but contented themselves with one %or 
two long touches. • ,

A new record for Maximus was set up on August 5th, 1929, when 
15,312 changes of Cambridge Surprise were rung at Ashton-under< 
Lyne. William Pye rang the tenor and conducted. His brother Bob 
rang the third and Mr. Tom €oles the fourth.

Five thousand and ninety-nine changes o f  Grandsire Royal were 
rung at Painswick on August 6th, 1815. This was not the first in 
the method, though it has sometimes been called so.

Fifty years ago to-day six peals were rung. Four were Grandsire 
Triples, one Oxford Bob Triples, one Stedmkn Caters, and one Minor. 
On the August Bank Holiday in 1891 only four peals were rung. 
Four of them were Grandsire Triples and one Kent Treble Bob Major.

D O U B L E  N O R W I C H  M A X I M U S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,— A few weeks ago in ‘ The Ringing W orld ] I noticed an 
account o f a peal o f Double Norwich Maximus rung in the city of 
Norwich about 100 years ago, and I wondered why 60 few peals of 
Double Norwich Maximus are rung. •

I f the music in Maximus is equal or superior to the M ajor it must 
be a treat to listen to it, for I consider the music in the M ajor 
superior to any other M ajor method. v 

I soon found a difficulty in extending the method to Royal, but 
using three blocks, that is places in 4-3, 6-5 and 8-7, :t  extends 
beautifully to Maximus. The places or blocks may be separated as 
No. 1, No. 2, No. 3 and No. 4. The lead ends are all the same, but 
the leads and places in 12tli’ s are different. None o f the variations 
give full work in front or full work behind. No. 1 has the 6th making 
full work in front when the treble is in 12th place, and when the 
treble is on the lead the 3rd makes a single dodge in the full work 
instead o f a double dodge in 11-12. The rules o f the method are 
much the same as in the Major.

In  extending the method to Royal we find that using three blocks 
produces rounds in three leads, but adding an extra 7tn place at the 
start will produce a plain course, but the lead ends are not Double 
Norwich. By using two blocks we get more success: Nos. 1, 2 and 3 
contain two blocks each, with the 7th making 9th place, with the 
treble in 10th place, and Nos. 4, 5 and 6 have Bo"b Royal treble leads, 
with the 10th making End place. Either one or the other produces 
the correct lead end and plain course. Personally, I  prefer the Bob 
Royal lead end, which allows the 6th to make full work in front.

E. W EATH ERBY. 
4511, South Raymond Avenue, Los Angeles, California.

B A C K W A R D  H U N T IN G .
To the Editor.

Sir,—I am afraid that I  did not make my meaning clear in my 
last letter. In hunting all the leads are at hand ana back stroke; 
ip hunting backwards thev are all at back and hand.

E. BANKES JAMES.

MEARS & 
STAINBANK,

F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12th year 
of reign of 
Elizabeth).

IB e ll fo u n d e rs  St 
IB e l l  h a n g e r s ,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
4 6  o w t. O qr. S lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E LLS t *
in sets of any number. 

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES, &c.

T elephone B i s h o p s g a t e  8 8 4 9

*
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THE COLLEGE YOUTHS.
DISCOVERY OF AN INTERESTING LETTER. 

Preparations fo r  the Feast o f 1784.
At the Whitechapel Foundry last week, during repairs 

made necessary by enemy action, Mr. A. A. Hughes dis­
covered among the rafters of the roof some objects which 
had probably lain hidden there for a century or more.

One was a hand-made glass wine bottle, empty, of 
course, and another was an autograph letter which throws 
some light on the story of the College Youths of bygone 
days. It was written on October nth, 1784, by John 
Lyford, a prominent member of the society, to William 
Mears, who was the Master for that year, and it relates 
to the coming annual feast. ‘This is what it says: —

No. 463, Strand, London. 11th October, 1784. 
Sir,— I was inform ’d by Mr. Monk that when I could procure 

a proper List o f the Stewards Names & transmitt them to you 
%. you would cause a Circular Letter to be wrote to each o f those 

Gentlemen appointing- a Meeting a t the Pauls head Tavern, 
hereunder you have a List which I have no doubt are responsible 
for the undertaking. Viz.

Messrs. Mears W m . Master
Green John Islington
H indm arfth  Spitl. Fields *
D a v is  f f  Whitechapel
Blarney Horslydowfc
Newberry Battersea
Pollard Do.

jr h e  Tickets are Ordered and will be Speedily produced at our 
d u b . every assistance will be given in our power to support you* 
on that D ay & I hope no Exertion on your part will be wanting. 
I call’d at your house on  ̂Thursday last but had not the pleasure 
of meeting you. I likewise call’d upon Mr. Hindmarsh and was 
told yt. lie would not be in Town Till Sunday, it would be well 
if yon  were to attend on that Gentleman. I also call’d on Mr. 
Green of Islington whose Complimts. attend you &c & that he 
accepts the Office o f Steward and will attend you when called 
upon. I  have nothing more to Add than Compliments from 
Brother W m. and self & remain &c John Lyford.

Although I  have not particulariz’d the Xtian Names o f the
Gentlemen yet Letters directed Mr. ------  will find their way they
being well known Characters.

To understand this letter we must remember that the 
annual feast was almost the most important event in the 
life of the old societies. With the College Youths it was 
an elaborate and costly affair. The price of the tickets 
w as fifteen shillings, fully the equivalent of double that 
amount to-day. The society was a small one, and the 
company at the dinner, which usually numbered between 
one and two hundred, had to be drawn from the outside 
mostly from without the Exercise. There was always a 
certain amount of financial risk, and to meet it stewards 
were appointed whose chief and perhaps only duty was 
to guarantee the payment of any loss that might be in­
curred. The following rule, which had been passed eight 
years before by the ancient Society of College Youths, 
explains how matters stood: —

That a general Meeting o f this Society be held at least Five 
Weeks before the Feast to take into Consideration and examine 
the Abilities o f the Master and Stewards, whether they be able 
and willing to bear the Expense attending such Feast'; and on 
the failure o f any One or more o f  the Stewards to provide accord­
ingly end so judiciously to conduct Matters that no Debts may 
be contracted to fall on the Society.

This was not the rule of the Society of College Youths 
we are talking about, but it was the general custom. 
There were, it will be remembered, two Societies of Col­
lege Youths at this time, the result of a split due to the 
quarrels which occurred at the time of the death of Ann- 
able. Some of the members formed themselves into a 
company for peal and practice ringing. They had, it 
would seem, no intention of founding a new society, and 
though they became quite separated from the ancient 
Society of College Youths it was long before they adopted

the regular forms of a society. They never had any formal 
rules, and probably their officers, all except the beadle, 
were appointed principally for the dinner. In the belfry 
the company carried on much as a modern band would 
do.

Evidently it was so in 1784, when they were at the very 
height of their prosperity. Earlier in the year they had 
beaten the Cumberlands in the contest at the opening of 
Horsleydown bells, and had set up a new twelve-bell 
record by ringing 7,008 changes of Oxford Treble Bob 
Maximus at Southwark, though their rivals, by the 
famous 12,000 of Royal, had taken the ten-bell record 
from them.

In these performances the Master had taken no part. 
William Mears was not a ringer, or at any rate not a 
ringer of the same class as the College Youths. After 
two years’ partnership with William Chapman he «had 
just come into sole ownership of the Whitechapel Foun­
dry, and had started the dynasty of bell founders which 
lasted for nearly a century.

Possibly his new responsibilities did not give him much 
opportunity for other activities, and if he had been a 
regular attendant at the society’s meetings and practices 
there would hardly have been any need for such a letter 
as the above. But he was just the sort of man to preside 
at the feast.

John Lyford, the writer of the letter, was for many 
years a prominent member of the society. Mr. Hughes’ 
suggestion is that he may have been the equivalent of the 
present-day secretary. It is possible, but hardly likely. 
There was then no secretary, and the executive officer 
was the beadle. John Povey held that office for many 
years. When he was appointed we do not for the minute 
know, but he was calling all the important peals rung at 
the time. The beadle’s office was not exactly a paid one, 
but he received fees. To some extent he was the servant 
of the company, and the members most endowed with 
worldly goods do not seem to have sought the office.

John Lyford and his brother William were well-to-do 
tradesmen. William was the elder, and it was from his 
house in the Strand that the letter was written. The 
family apparently came from Mortlake, where the name 
of Henry Lyford (possibly the other’s father) appears on 
a peal board, and where there are several family tomb­
stones in the churchyard. John Lyford lived either then 
or rather later at Whitechapel. He had begun his peal 
ringing with the College Youths in 1777, when he rang 
Fulham tenor to two peals of Grandsire Caters, one a 
seven-thousand. For some years his peals were all on 
the tenor, and some of his performances were notable 
ones. He was the first man to ring Cornhill tenor to a 
peal with only one to assist him, and he was on the box 
at York Minster when the College Youths rang the first 
peal on those heavy bells. William Doubleday Crofts and 
John Nixon strapped for him. He rang the ninth at Bow 
when the first peal was rung there by ten men only. As 
a ringer he was never the equal of his brother, who took 
part in all the great performances by the society during 
many years.

The Mr. Monk mentioned was Joseph Monk, who was 
the doyen of the society and had a long and distinguished 
ringing career behind him. He, too, had been a famous 
heavy bell ringer in his time. He edited the last edition 
of the J.D. and C.M . ‘ Campanalogia ’ which appeared in 
1766. ' -

(Continued on next page.)
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T H E  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .
(Continued from  previous page.)

Probably what had happened was this. At the society’s 
meeting, or club as they called it, three or four of the 
leading men talked about the coming feast and discussed 
ways and means. Monk was present, and William 
Lyford and. Povey and probably Winstanley Richardson 
and Joseph Holdsworth. They decided who would be the 
most likely men to undertake the office of steward, and 
then got John Lyford, the junior of the party to write to 
William Mears, the Master, asking him to issue the 
formal invitations.

The men invited were necessarily all men of some posi­
tion. None of them figures as a peal ringer. Possibly 
they were not ringers at all but men who, as church­
wardens or prominent parishioners, had some interest in 
beMs and had come into contact with the society. John 
Blarney (or Blame as the name is spelt) was one of the 
subscribers to the ‘ Clavis.’ He was then living at Bell 
Yard, Temple Bar. If they had bee*i regular members 
of the society, John Lyford would have known their 
Christian names.

T H E  S O C I E T Y ’S H E A D Q U A R T E R S .
THE K IN G ’S  HEAD, W INCHESTER STREET.

The efforts o f those College Youths who are within reach o f the 
City o f London to keep alive the traditions, by meeting regularly, 
led our representative in the issue o f Maly 2nd to refer to some o f  the 
houses at which in the past the Ancient Society has made its head­
quarters.

I t  was recalled that the Coffee Pot was not the only tavern asso­
ciated with the College Youths’ long history which has disappeared. 
There was The Goose and Gridiron. That fell to the house breakers 
40 years ago and so escaped the fate of The Coffee P ot which it  would 
have shared. There was The B irn , which stood where Trafalgar 
Square now is. There was the Jiarley Mow by St. Bride’s. There is 
a  tavern now on its site, but the name is changed, and i t  is but a 
small portion o f an immense office building. The Old Bell, where 
Annable, and Cundell, and Hardham sometimes had a drink, is still 
there, bow much rebuilt and changed we do not know. And what of 
the W hittington and Cat, as famous a tavern as any in the story of 
the Exercise, with so many memories o f  the London Y ouths and the 
College Youths, o f handbe'll peals, and M att. W ood, and Haley, and 
Cox, and Cooter? That, too, is gone.

After this paragraph had appeared in ‘ The Ringing, W orld ,’ Mr. 
Richard W oodley wrote to the society that the meeting house 
most frequented in the years from  1880 to 1890 was one in the Borough 
Market, under the shade o f St. Saviour's. But what the sign o f the 
house was he could not remember, and he suggested that Frank Da we 
or Bob Newton could supply the information.

A few days ago we visited Mr. Dawe to see what he could tell us 
about it. W e found him clear in his memory, although frail in body. 
He is in his eightieth year and has been in a physically enfeebled 
condition for some time, but he still follows with keen interest the 
activities o f the Ancient Society, o f which he was Master for five years, 
between 1888 and 1893.

The name o f the house which Mr. W oodley could not remember 
was, Mr. Dawe said, the King’s Head, Winchester Street, and he has 
good reason to  know, for  it was there, when Sam  Reeves, o f Birming­
ham, was Master, that he was elected a member o f the society in 
18T9 and where he later passed through the various offices to the chair.

The room  in which the society used to meet was specially reserved 
for them, and some o f their fram ed possessions adorned the walls. 
Many a happy evening the members spent there, until about 1893 
they moved to the Goose and Gridiron in St. Paul’s Churchyard. 
When this house was fu lled  down to make way for a b ig  commercial 
building the society transferred for a short time to Paternoster Square, 
but after only a few  weeks moved to The Coffee Pot.

Mr- Dawe said he did - not remember Tom Powell keeping the 
King’ s Head, as Mr. W oodley mentioned. The people who managed 
the hous? were named Roots. Powell, who originally ^ame from 
Birmingham, and was a good ringer, kept the Three Tuns at WTal£ham 
Abbey. ' „

v A  L I N K  W I T H  T H E  P A S T .
At tli® meeting o f the C o l l i e  Youths held on Saturday, August 

2nd, the Master, Mr. E. G. Fenn, was supported by the secretary 
and treasurer and bv Messrs. E. A. Young, G. N. Price, E. Murrell, 
R. Stannard, J. A. G. Prior, H . G. Miles, H. Hoskins, W . Madgwick. 
W ilfred W illiams (Cheltenham), James H. Shepherd (Swindon), 
Charles H. Kippen (Beddington) and Henry W . Kirton (Chelmsford).

(Continued in next column.) *

D E A T H  OF M R . A .  P A N T H E R .
TH E FUNERAL.

As we recorded in our last issue, the death occurred at his home, 
29, Avenue Road, Wath-on-Dearne, on Monday, July 21st, o f Mr. 
Arthur Panther, after a 'lon g  and painful illness. He had undergone 
an operation about 18 months before, from  which he seemed to rally 
and attended one or two meetings, but later he relapsed and passed 
peacefully away a t the a g e -o f 64 year?.

Mr. Panther was a member o f the Yorkshire Association, which lie 
joined in 1901, and served on the committee of the Southern District 
of the association for a number o f  years up to the time o f his death.

He had taken a very active part in the work o f the Barnsley and 
District Society and was one o f the first members, joining the society 
when it was founded in 1909. He was elected hon. treasurer in 1920, 
an office 'he  held until 1930, when he ,\vas elected hon. secretary. 
This position he held until 1937, when he resigned on account o f his 
failing health. He was presented with a clock by the members for 
his long and valuable services.

Mr. Panther was always o f the*same g en i^  nature and did much 
to encourage beginners. He will be sadly nrosed in the society.

He had rung aoout 140 peals, o f which he had conducted 26. Among 
these performances were many peals o f Minor, including one in 35 
methods spliced, and one non-conducted in seven methods. In Minor 
peal ringing he was always a ‘ solid rock.’

Mr. Pantner was a native o f W ath, the tower with which he was 
connected during the whole o f his ringing career. He was secretary 
o f the local company for many years.

The funeral took place on Thursday, July 24th, the service, which 
took place in the Parish Church, being conducted by the V icar (the 
Rev. E. V . Evans). The interment afterwards took place in W ath 
Cemetery. In addition to the widow and other family mourners, 
there were am ong those present Mr. S. F. Palmer, hon. treasurer 
o f t he Yorkshire Association, officially representing this association; 
Mr. E. Brookes (president), Mr. H . Chant (treasurer), Mr. D. Smith 
(hon. secretary), Barnsley and District §pcieW ; Mr. S. Wogdcock, 
Mi-. C. Bell, Mr. T . H ilton (Darfield), Mr. H .. S. B. ChamDerlain 
(Doncaster), Mr. S. Briggs (Eastwood), Mr. A. Nash (Rotherham), 
Mr. A. Champion (Penistone),' Mr. W . Moxon (Sandal, vice-president 
o f the Barnsley Society), Messrs. A. Gill, G. Lord, W . Green and L. 
Steele (W ath). The following ringers acted as bearers : Messrs. E. 
Brookes, H . Chant, W . Green, L. Steele, T. Hilton, W . Moxon, J. 
Champion and D. Smith.

After the service at the graveside 11 well-struck coursc^of Bob Major 
was rung by S. Briggs 1-2, H. Chant 3-4, A. Nash 5-6, A. Gill 7-8. 
All the ringers o f the Barnsley and District Society are members o f the 
Yorkshire Association, so that both societies were, well represented. 
Among the many floral tributes was a wreath from the members of 
the Barnsley and District Society.

T H E  B E L L S  OF P E N Z A N C E .
MEMORIES OF FORTY YEARS AGO.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—H. D .’ s early memories o f a village curfew published 

recently brought to ray mind a similar one nearly forty years ago.
I  was on my way to Bristol from  Loudon by steamer and we had 

called at Penzance. During the , evening I strolled towards St. 
Michael’s Mount, and when opposite I heard across the water from 
the Mount six bells being chimed in rounds and call changes, with 
occasional attempts at Grandsire Doubles which never survived more 
than the first lead.

I  cannot remember either seeing anything about these bells or 
hearing o f them from  anyone, but there is evidently a peal o f six 
in the castle. Perhaps some o f our Cornish friends could tell us 
about them. E. BARNETT.

10, K ing’ s Close, Crayford.

T H E  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S ^
(Continued from  previous column.)

A welcome visitor was Able Seaman Jack Millhouse, of Lincoln, 
who was on his way to rejoin his ship the same night. Greetings 
were received from Messrs. S. H . Hoare, P . A. Corby and E. Barnett.

Mr. A. A. Hughes said that when stripping the walls o f an attic 
damaged during a recent ail' raid an 'o ld  letter was discovered 
addressed to W illiam Mears, bellfounder, o f Whitechapel. The letter 
is an im portant discovery, as it reveals the name o f one o f the 
Masters between 1755 and 1822—the period for which there is- no 
record o f those who occupied the chair. Commenting on this interest­
ing discovery, Mr. Young said he himself had observed Thomas Lowe’ s 
naipe on the dinner ticket for that year included in the Osborn MSS. 
in the British Museum. Thus with the name o f W illiam Mears as 
Master in 1784 and W illiam Irons in 1788 they were gradually filling 
the gap.

The sympathy o f the meeting was expressed with Mr. F. E. Da-we 
in his present indisposition, and Mr. Young said he would be calling 
on Mr. Dawe and would acquaint him o f this.

The Master announced that the next meeting would be held 011 
August 16th at the Bell Foundry, Whitechapel.

After refreshments handbell ringing brought the meeting to a close.
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RINGING IN SOUTH AFRICA.
VISITORS’ EXPERIENCES AT WOODSTOCK.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,— ‘ I t ’s an ill wind that blows no fortune,’ says the old 

roverb, and this was amply proved by the vicissitudes o f the war 
nabling two members o f the N .U .T .6. to ring at St. M ary’s, W ood- 

stock, Cape Town, South Africa.
Myself, Signalman A. Patrick Cannon, Royal Corps of Signals, of 

Eastleigh, Hampshire, and Mechanist Cecil F. Guy, Royal Navy, of 
Portsmoutlr, Hampshire, were in the same convoy together, which 
called at Cape Town for a few days. -I had kriown o f tjie peal at 
Woodstock for a good many years, but it was not 'until I was well 
on mv journey that I learnt with great pleasure that this was a 
Miburn of Cape Town. I was imagining it somewhere near Johannes­
burg. Naturally I was determined to spare no pains to get a ring 
fixea up.

There are only two peals o f bells in the whole o f South A frica, St.' 
Mary’s, W oodstock, and St. Mary’s, Greyville, Durban, gnd both 
towers contain eight bells. ■ On the fo?mer the only peal rung in the 
continent w.as scored on Decentber 15th, 1904. This was Grandsire 
Triples—Taylor’s six-part— conducted by F. P . Powell. Mr. E. F. 
Behan, now. 1 believe, in Australia, who composed a peal «.f Grand­
sire, rang the 4th. A 720 o f Bob Minor was also rung in 1904, con­
ducted by J. F. Priest, and since then t.wo quart cr-peals o f Graijdsire 
Doubles liave been rung.

Obviously on this occasion speed in making the necessary arrange­
ments was the important factor and so on the first evening ashore— 
a Wednesday— I made straight for the church. A Confirmation ser­
vice was in progress, conducted by the Suffragan Bishop o f Cape 
Town, and at the conclusion o f this I  was introduced to the Vicar, 
the Rev. E. W . W ray. He readily gave his consent to any ringing, 
though he stressed the difficulty of getting a band together. How­
ever, Mr. J. Riley, one of the ringers, was in the Vicarage at th e ' 
time and kindly took me to the house o f the local captain, Mr. J. 
W ood, who in turn immediately inform ed two more, with the result 
that a meeting was fixed for the next evening, Thursday.

Next day I found Cecil Guy, and after the naturally enthusiastic 
greetings one would expect from  two Hnging friends, meeting 6,000‘ 
odd miles from home, I told him of the glad news o f a ring. Actually 
he was on duty, but got special permission to come ashore, and so 
at 7 p.m. we got the key early and made our way into the belfry.

The ringing chamber, reached by a short staircase from the base 
o f .the tower which forms a porch, is fai*ly small. I t  is lit by four 
small windows, with broken glass, and by electricity. The back six 
bells, except the 7th, which have not been rung since New Y ear’s 
Eve, were ‘ up ,’ the 2nd having no rope, and the treble rope being 
in such a condition that ringing it * up ’ would have been impossible. 
The 7th rope was hanging with its sally touching the ceiling, and on 
investigation it* was found that it had broken and was tied to the 
wheel. A splice being impossible, it was acct^dingly knotted together, 
and much to our surprise held together for the evening. Both o f us 
were very dirty after this inspection and were glad o f a wash at ftie 
Vicarage before the three local ringers arrived at 8 p.m.

W hile waiting the arrival o f Mr. J . W ood, the local captain, who • 
was delayed through business, we rang1 Grandsire Doubles on tlfe 
back’ five, leaving out the 7th to save the rope. TJie weight of the 
tenor is only 10 cwt., but neither o f us wanted to * turn it in ’ for 
longer than one 120! And it w’as the only,bell hung on ball bearings!

W hen Mr. W ood came we rang several mbre 120’s, but the 7th 
was nearly unringable, a state o f affairs probably made worse by 
the knot in the rope, which had to pass through the pulley block. 
The last touch was 240 Grandsire Douoles, rung by J . L. V . Riley 1, 
V. Meyer 2, A. Collins 3, J . S. W ood 4, Signalman A. P. Cannon 
(conductor) 5, Mechanist C. F. Guy 6. And this was about the extent 
that could be managed owing to the bad ‘ go ’ o f the 7th and tenor.

W ell, you can imagine our delight at being able to ring Grandsire 
Doubles at one o f the two towers in South Africa, where ringing is 
possible. Indeed, as neither o f us had touched a bell for 10 months, 
it was an added pleasure to be able to travel 5,000 miles to ‘ beat 
the ban.’ It was Cecil Guy’s 125th tower and my 954th. Afterwards 
the Rev. E. W . W ray, whose home was in Clevedon, Somerset, kindly 
gave us tea and biscuits in the Vicarage, and we enjoyed a chat on 
varying topics until 11 p.m.

I should be very interested to know o f any other ringers who have 
rung in South Africa within, say, the last 25 years or even more, and 
what they rang. While in St. George-’s Cathedral, Cape Town, I  met 
Mr. Carter, brother o f Mr. Philip Carter, who used to be a steward in 
the London County Association. He had learnt to ring at St. 
Stephen’s, Rochester Row, under the instructoiship o f Mr. A. D. 
Barker. T also learnt that Mr. F. G. May, the well-known Bristol 
conductor, wa« living somewhere in the city, but no one knew his 
address and he had not been seen for over a year. I am now hoping 
to ring at Vancouver, British Coluhibia and some towers in Australia 
and New Zealand, so that I can complete four continents!

In the meantime while stationed here in India (in boiling weather!)
I shall continue to read 4 The Ringing W orld ’ with great interest and 
long for the day when peace reigns once more and we can all return 
to our favourite hobby. My very best wishes to all my friends every­
where and happy remembrances o f  the pleasant times I have spent in 
the belfry all over the old country. I hope we shall all meet again 
soon, and may we all be spared to do so. A. PATRICK CANNON.

CONTRARY MOTION.
To the E d i t o r ,

Dear Sir,—First o f a ll 'le t  me assure Mr. Trollope that it is far 
from my wish to be rude to anyone, and lea st 'o f all to him. When 
a joke is not understood, it may appear that ^the words ere  rude. 
Perhaps Mr. Trollope thought that I meant that he did not know 
what he was talking about. But I did not mean this. I said that no 
one knows what backward hunting means. Now three people have 
written letters on this subject, and though what they ' said has not 
been lengthy, they have written enough to show that they do not* 
understand the words in the same sense as he does. And as there is
110 one to say which of these four kinds o f interpretation is right, 0 
3rour readers can see for themselves that there is no one to know 
what the words do mean.

Nor do Mr. Trollope’ s quotations help him. They are much more 
on my side than on his. I agree with them all as far as the terms 
used before 1931. His authorities mostly use the term ‘ retrograde,’ 
which is quite unobjectionable, and if lie will agree to use it, we 
shall all understand what he means .(now so. difficult), and this con­
troversy will end.

The only old authority I10 quotes, which, it seems, uses the term 
‘ backward,’ is Henry H ubbard; and while most o f us would have 
used some other word, we do see what lie means. He use'-; ‘ back­
ward ’ to explain roughly ‘ retrograde motion *; whereas Mr. Trollope 
uses other words to try—not very successfully— to, explain ‘ backward 
hunting.’ If Mr. Trollope does not see that Henry Hubbard is right 
and that he is wrong, I can only say that he does not understand; 
but I must assure him that I am not doing so in any rude cense.

Evidently Mr. Trollope thinks that his account o f the Liverpool 
debate is not so funny as mine. Well, it were a pity to undeceive 
him, so we will let it pass. But in one thing he is quite right. His 
friends did waste their time trying to explain to me the differing 
interpretations they each put on these words. Instead they ought 
to have, explained it to one another! As the Prime Minister said to 
his Cabirtet, it is better to hang together than to hang separately: 
so now those who use this ridiculous expression are hanging separately!

I f  we look at the next page to this letter (page 321), wo can read a 
long defence of the use o f the. word ‘ lnjnt.’ Clearly the writer does 
not see that ‘  hunt ’ is one of the most expressive and useful terms 
we have in ringing. It is like ‘ coursing ’ in this. But it  has a 
slightly ridiculous flavour, which 4 coursing ’ (a term in more general 
use) has not. When we use ‘ hunt ’ in the nsual way, or if we add 
4 up ’ or 4 down ’ to it, this flavour is not noticed. But add 4 for­
ward ’ to it, and you at once become the funny man. W hile if you 
want to become screamingly funny, you have only to talk o f 4 hunting 
backwards.’ Anyone who questipns this has only .to try it  on the 
next 11011-ringer he meets.

Mr. Bankes James writes to say that if you ring the eight changes 
011 four bells, starting with the last row, and ending with the first, 
not one but all the bells will be hunting backwards. Now when we 
were at Cambridge he taught me that backwards was 4321. There­
fore*, anything that has that term in it would^naturally depend on 
that row, e.g.. it might begin and end with it, instead o f with 
rounds. Even if  we do not agree that this is the only sense o f the 
words, we must admit that it might be so used, and therefore it is 
misleading to use it in any othfer sense.

I am not denying that backwards may be used conversationally 
in what I have shown to be the wrong sense. Thus tihere is a saying 
about not knowing if one stands on one’ s head or  one’ s heels. You 
tell beginner not to stand too much on his heels. One inclined to 
icrobatics might retort that he would ring on his head. * Anyone 
seeing him try to do so might say, r He is trying to ring backwards.’ 
W e might laugh and see what he meant. But if he had to write it 
down, I expect, he would attem pt to be more correct, and perhaps 
write, 4 He is ringing in the inverted  position.’

Seriously, i f  wo start at the end, and end at the beginning, whether 
we take (as I did) the quick and slow sixes o f Stedman or the ^iglit 
on four bells (as ^fr. James does), in either case the order o f the 
rows is 4 inverted.’ Everybody understands that word, and it cannot 
mean anything else, so why not stick to it, instead o f puzzling people 
by using such a dubious word as backwards?

One must remember that there are two ways in which these in­
verted changes may be rung. WTe do not see any difference as long 
as the changes are confined to the hunting course, and they are 
written dow n: but in the tower, or when a piece o f inverted changes 
are inserted, in a method, the lead may be either right or wrong. 
The meaningless term backwards cannot naturally distinguish between 
these. But if 4 hunting wrong * is used to mean hunting so that 
when the bell reaches the front it will lead wrong, we know at once 
what is meant, and there is nothing which may have two or more 
meanings like 4 backwards.’

The extract from  Mr. W oolley’ s letter helps to explain matters. 
The words 4 and forward and backward ringing,’ may be referring to 
what is the result- o f  4 snaps, leads right and wrong,* which he has 
alreadv mentioned. I f  so, he is wrong in giving them as something 
in addition. When I  first read the letter I took these word* to mean 
4 and other retrograde motions.’ But he may have meant something 
quite different. W hy use such doubtful' expressions when one can 
easily say what one does m ean? *

(Continued on page 383.) ^
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THE STANDARP METHODS
N E W  CUMBERLAND MAJOR.

In April, 1886, Henry Earle Bulwer published in ‘ The 
Bell News'’ a new method which is interesting, not only 
for its own great merits, but because it was the first of 
the modern Surprise Major methods, the early forerunner 
of the goodly array of thejast forty years.

Bulwer had been given (so he tells us) a verbal de­
scription of Hugh Wright’s Albion, and on returning 
home sat down to reconstruct what he had been told. He 
did riot succeed, but he did discover a method which 
seemed to him to have exceptional merits. Here it is.

New Cumberland Major. A Variation.
■ 2345678 
21435687 
12346578 
21436587

12345678
21346587
•2435678
21436587

24163857 24163578
42618375 42615387
24168357 24165378
42613875 42613587

2463>857 46231857
42368175 64328175
24361857 46321857
42638175 64238175

46283715 46283715
64287351 64823751
46823715 46287315
64827351 64827351

68472531 68472531
86475213 86742513
68742531 68475231
86745213 86745213

87654I23 68754123
78561432 86571432
87564123 68574123
78651432 86751432

87615423 87615342
78164532 78163524
87614523 - 87613542
78165432 78165324

71856342 71856342
•7586324 17853624
71853642 71586342
•7583624 •7583624

15738264 •5738264
When we examine New Cumberland we find it has 

many good qualities. Its form is a simple one. The 
method is a perfectly double one. Kent Places are made 
in 5-6 in the first section, and in 3-4 in the fourth section. 
Oxford places are made in 5-6 in the second section and 
in 3-4 in the third section. Thirds and fifths are made at 
the second cross-section.

The work is easy and the bells move freely. Musically 
the method ranks very high. The natural coursing order 
is maintained throughout with just enough alteration to 
give sufficient variety of rhythm. The bells always come

to the front and behind in their natural coursing order, 
and the dodging is single and three-pull. The method 
has a clear proof scale, and so has sixty full natural 
courses available for composition. It is difficult to point 
to a Surprise Major method which is its equal in these 
respects. Cornwall perhaps is on the whole its superior, 
for the Kent places in 5-6, though not very objectionable, 
do rather take from the merits of New Cumberland.

It is significant that Bulwer, writing in 1886, put 
among the method’s good qualities that it has the ‘ accus­
tomed ’ (i.e., Bob Major) lead-ends.

Bulwer used a fourth’s place bdt> which introduced an 
entirel\*fciew style of composition with a capacity for ex­
pansion that even now has largely been left unexplored.

At the bob there is only three-pull dodging and not the 
excessive five-pull dodging which occurs in so many 
eighth’s place Surprise methods.

A sixth’s place bob could be used, but that would mean 
four consecutive blows in sixth’s and some rather awk­
ward work.

In New Cumberland no internal places are made at the 
first and third cross sections, and so it does not technically 
rank as Surprise. The neglect of the method is largely 
due to this, and here is another condemnation of the 
Surprise definition. The first peal was rung on May 31st, 
1886, by the famous Burton-on-Trent company, with 
William Wakley as conductor. Three of the band are 
still alive— Mr. John Jagger, the composer, Mr. Joseph 
Griffin, and Mr.- John Austin. Other peals were rung at 
Brighton, Crawley, the London district, and elsewhere; 
and then the method fell quite undeservedly into disuse.

Constructionally New Cumberland is a very interesting 
method. W e have seen that in many Major methods 
(Double Norwich and Bristol, for instance) the lead-end is 
produced by shunts made by the bell coursing in front of 
the treble, making places round it, and so changing posi­
tions with it in coursing order. A more complex form of 
this shunt occurs in New7 Cumberland, where the bell 
coursing in front of the treble makes sixths and thirds 
(the Duffield work, as it has been called), and follows’ it 
up behind. W e get a similar shunt in Brighton and Ash- 
tead, which are more or less variations of New Cumber­
land.

This shunt could be made in the first and second sec­
tions instead of in the second and third. It would give
us: —

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  

21436587 
>2435678 
21346587

23145678
32416587
32145678
23416587

24361857
Not so good, but still useful to form methods.
Several fairly close variations of New Cumberland are 

possible, and we have given one as an illustration. At 
first sight it seems almost as good as the original, but a 
closer inspection will show how superior the latter is. In 
New Cumberland the Oxford and Kent places are made 
by bells widely separated in coursing order. In the varia-

(Continued on next ptffe.)
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NOTICES.
M IDD LESEX.COU NTY ASSOCIATION AND LON­

DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— North and East District.—  
A meeting will be held at Stanmore on Saturday, August 
9th. Handbells available at 3 p.m. Service at 4.30 p.m. 
Tea to follow. By kind invitation of the Rector, the 
gardens -rtrill be open as usual.— T. J. Lock, Hon. Dis. 
s ec#

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.— Northern Branch. 
— The half-yearly meeting wifi be held at Willingham-by- 
Stow on Saturday, August gth. Service 4 p.m. Business 
meeting 6 p.m. Usual war-time ringing arrangements. 
— J. Bray, Hon. Sec.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Royal Hotel, Barnsley, on Satur­
day, August 9th. Handbells available 2.30 p.m. Tea 5 
p.m., followed by usual business meeting and handbell 
practice.— D. Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, Chapel Street, 
Shafton, near JJarnsley.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Western Division.—  
A meeting will be held at Loughton on Saturday, August 
gth. Service at 4 p.m., followed by tea and business 
meeting. Handbells available during afternoon and even­
ing. All ringers heartily welcome.— J. H. Crampion, 
Hon. Sec., 14, Wellesley Road, Wanstead, E .n .

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, August 16th, 
at the Bell Foundry, 32-34, Whitechapel Road, E .i, 
at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Eastern Divi­
sion.— A joint meeting with the East Grinstead and 
Hawkhurst and District Guilds will be held at Wadhurst 
on Saturday,-August 16th. Six silent bells and handbells 
available from 3 p.m. Tea for those, who notify Mr. C. 
A. Bassett, 3, Pendrill Place, Wadhurst, by August 13th. 
All ringers and friends welcome.— John Downing, Acting 
Hon. Sec., 2, Hughenden Road, Hastings.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Lewisham Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Bexley on Saturday, 
August 16th. Service at 4.30 p.m. Tea at reasonable 
prices for members notifying me not later than Tuesday, 
August 12th. Subscriptions can be paid at this meeting. 
— A. G. Hill, Hon. Dis. Sec., temporary address, 53, 
Hengist Road, Erith, Kent.

DEVON GUILD.— Exeter Branch.— A meeting will 
be held at Tedburn St. Mary Rectory on August 16th, at
3 p.m. Service in the church 4.30. Tea 5.15 only to 
those who notify me by August gth. - Bus leaves Exeter
2.45, returning 7.23. Handbells available.— W . H. 
Howe', Hon. Sec., 8, Courtenay Road, Exeter.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.— Daventry 
Branch.— A meeting will be held at Weedon (6 silent) on 
Saturday, August 16th. Tea for those who notify me, 
and don’t forget your sugar. Frequent bus service from 
Northampton and Daventry.— W . C. Moore, 5, Williams 
Terrace, Daventry, Northants.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.— Elloe Deaneries 
Branch.— Quarterly meeting will be held at Fleet on 
Saturday, August i6,th. Service 4 p.m. Tea 4.30. Bring 
your own food and sugar; tea and milk will be provided. 
Handbells, bowls, etc., on Rectory lawn after meeting. 
Will those intending to come please let me know by 
Tuesday/I August 12th?— W . A. Richardson, Hon. Sec., 
Glenside, Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Liverpool Branch. 
— A meeting will be held at St. Nicholas’ Church Tower 
on Saturday, Aug. 16th. Handbells will be available at 
3p.m. Tea and meeting at 5 p.m. A cordial invitation 
is extended to all interested. —  G. R. Newton, Branch 
Sec., 57, Ampthill Road, Liverpool 17.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TION.— Western Branch.— The next meeting will be held 
at St. Nicholas’ Church, Worcester, on August 23rd. 
Service at 3.30 p.m., followed by light refreshments (tea 
and biscuits) and business meeting in Trinity Hall. Num­
bers not later than Tuesday, August jgth.— E. F. Cubber- 
ley, Hon. Sec., Park Cottages, Kempsey, near Worces­
ter.

‘ THE CHURCH BELLS OF BERKSH IRE.’ Part 
IV . Reprinted from the Journal of the Berks Archaeo­
logical Society. To be obtained from the author, Mr. 
Frederick Sharpe, Derwen, Launton, Bicester, Oxford­
shire. Price one shilling. *

C O N T R A R Y  M O T IO N .—C o n tin u e d  fro m  p a g e  3 8 1.

In the quotation from  Mr. Law James, the word ‘ hunting ’ must 
have slipped in through some error. For by the universal use o f the 
word by ringers in the twentieth century (whatever it  was in the 
seventeenth), hunting must be either up or down. One blow is not 
enough to show what it is. It may be, as Mr. Powell well says, ‘ one 
step, but unless there is a  second step hunting has not begun!

Ufford Rectory. H . DRAKE.

NEW CUMBERLAND MAJOR—C o n tin u e d  fro m  p r e v io u s  p a g e , 

tion the Oxford places are made by coursing bells (5-3 and 
3-2), which gives the false course end B24365; and the 
Kent places are made by bells next but one to each other 
in coursing order, which gives the two false course ends 
A32546 and D46253. The only advantages are the 
parallel dodging in 5-6 and the possibility of using a 
sixth’s place bob.

New Cumberland is a method well worthy of being 
practised and of taking a place as a standard method. 
But there is some difficulty about the name. Surprise we 
may not call it. Pleasure, we think we will not call it. 
Perhaps the best thing is to call it simply New Cumber­
land Major, as we have done, unless we add Treble Bob.

BELL. ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN  HEMP, OR ITALIAN  FLAX. 
SOFT AN D PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE P A ID  AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 yean. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FO R  N E W  C L O C K S , C H IM E  A D D IT IO N S , 
O R  R E P A IN TIN G  O F  D IA L8 .

R EP A IR 8
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  F R E E  

f r o m  th e
R e v. E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble "
Dominated Methods) .........................................................  9

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and
Doable Oxford B ob )................................................................ 9

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section HI. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with ths above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS .............................. 1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B..........................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .... .... ... ... ^
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples .........  3

Cambridge Surprise Major ................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Co^rt 3
Bristol Surprise Major .......................  2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ..................................... 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Bdition) ....................................................................................  2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

1 BOP E-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three belk. ' ,

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. 10d.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope. 

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
• SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from 
M i s s  M A R G A R E T  E .  S N O W D O N  

W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s to o i  L a n c e

P U B L IC A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6£d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7id. each, 
6s. 9d._ dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Woner4 h, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 /-) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper oovers, 64pp., 

1 /2  (6 copies for 6 /-) .
O M a in a b ls  on ly  p o st f r s s  fro m  Rev. E. 8 . POWELL, 

VIm p s ^ s , n ssp  D sv sn try .

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STKE^CHINC
E st. 1 8 2 0  i... 1. -------- Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOU GH BOROU GH

O raer yo u r Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rices  in cre a se , 
p r e -w a r  q u ality , and send us y o u r  old  Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst n ot in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
W edding G ift

Correctly Modelled BELL IHKSTAKD &  m Solid Silver

Diameter 2jin 2iin, 3iim. 3iin, 4in. 4iin. Bin. 5iin  
Price 18/8 22/8 28/8 33 /8  42 /- 52 /8 87/8 78  6

Th e  6in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T C  O I  T C C C I  I Jeweller 
.  C ,  K U O O C r J U L *  and Optician

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and ̂  Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers ofl many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  &  S on s, M idland C lock W ork s, 

D erby, Ltd.
Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., D srby
T el. No. D E R B Y  45589  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
-------  ~ l, *.0.4.Buildings, London,
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BELL TOWERS OF THE FUTURE.
YVhile we are wondering what is to happen in the future 

to replace the bells that have been damaged and destroyed 
in the war, we ought not to lose sight of the question of 
the rebuilding of steeples as well as the construction of 
towers in the new churches, which will inevitably spring 
up in fresh districts when the replanning of some of our 
cities takes place. There is always the possibility that, 
in the reconstruction, sacrifices, on the ground of ex­
pense, may be made, and the fine old towers of the past, 
now severely damaged, will not be rebuilt in all their 
earlier strength, to carry the bells which were once their 
•proud possession. In some cities there is already a sug­
gestion that redundant churches which have suffered in 
the raids should not be re-erected, but should be trans­
ferred to more spiritually necessitous districts. Much as 
the loss of the old churches would be regretted, the 
ecclesiastical authorities have to face the facts, and from 

| that standpoint the mere loss of a peal of bells cannot 
be weighed against the pressing demands upon the 
Church for extended activity in the newly-populated areas. 
In some cases in the past the bells have been transferred 
and re-erected with the building, as was the case of St. 
Andrew’s, Wells Street, which was removed to Kings­
bury and rebuilt in all its did completeness. In con­
trast, when All Hallows’ , Lombard Street, was de­
molished and a new church built at Twickenham and 
equipped with the fittings from the city, only the stone 
exterior of the tower was transplanted, and it stands to­
day a mere ornamental shell. The bells are to find a home 
elsewhere. In the rebuildings that must come after the 
war, other such instances as that of All Hallows’ may be 
threatened, and there are likely to be cases where, though 
the tower remains, the bells are lost and no effort will be 
made to replace them. The only hope is that there will 
be some body of sufficient influence to cause the subject 
to be given full consideration, so that the loss of the 
bells does not go by default.

Similarly, we have to face the danger of an increasing 
number of churches being erected with towers merely 
for embellishment instekd of for use. There was a grow­
ing tendency to this before the war, and the Central 
Council a few years ago passed a resolution condemning 
the practice. The utilitarian age which will follow the 
war is bound to- lead to an increasing number of such 
structures, to which there is the risk of the added 
‘ make-believe ’ of ‘ canned ’ bells. A correspondent this 
week urges that every effort shall he made to counter 
what he considers a definite trend on the part of certain 
sections of the Church to use this situation to stifle bells.

(Continued on page 386.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S TA B L IS H E D  18331.1

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MAMOFACTURERS
Mabera of many of the largest and most Important Clocks 

in the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R ESTO R ED .

'THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,'
B a n k fie ld  T e r ra c e , B u rle y , Leeds.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h l C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t  , 
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

TH E  R IN G E R ’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration, 

get. H A L L  M ARKED G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M A RKE D  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G I L T  OR W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  41-  

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
b e ' engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STAGEY, ENGRAVER, * 
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
•METHOD SPLICINd,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from * The Rinsing; World ' Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 8 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, flag  Lines, etc., etc.

While we have seen no definite evidenpe of this, it is more 
than likely that when the war is Over there will be a 
tendency, where church building is undertaken, to provide 
only the bare necessities. What we want to try to avoid 
are the sham towers, and it would be a good thing if some 
approach could be made both to diocesan authorities and 
ecclesiastical architects, urging that towers, if included in 
church designs, should be of such a character that they 
can serve the purpose for which towers have been built 
through the ages, that of carrying a peal of bells which 
can be rung. As was urged in the. discussion which took 
place .at the Central Council meeting, if money is the con­
sideration it would be far better, and more in keeping 
with the ideal of putting only the best into the House 
of God, to delay the building of the tower until funds per­
mit the erection of a structure substantial enough to be 
used for the bells. Had the builders of old followed the 
modern trend^and built for appearances only, few of the 
towers which still stand proudly erect over the ruins of 
bombed churches would have remained, like the stately 
piles of Bow and St. Bride’s, on the war-scarred face of 
London. Above the sites of demolished churches, these 
and similar towers in cities like' Bristol, Coventry and 
Southampton, to mention but a few, still point heaven­
ward, a symbol of our faith and a testimony to their 
builders. ---------------

HANDBELL PEAL.
W  ATH-ON-DEARNE, YORKSHIRE.
THE YO RK SH IRE ASSOCIATION.

2 ( B a r n s l e y  a n d  D i s t r i c t  S o c i e t y . )  ,
On Monday, August 4, 1941, in Two Hours and Forty-Feur Minutes,

I n t b a R in s in g  C h a m b e r  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o r  A l l  S a in t s ,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, SOM CHANQES|

S id n e y  B r ig g s  .....................  i-a  I A l b e r t  N a s h  .....................  5-6
H a r o l d  C h a n t  .......................  3 -4  | 'A r t h u r  G il l  ....................... • 7-8

C om posed b y  J. R . P r it c h a r d . Conducted b y  H a r o l d  C h a n t .
* First peal ‘ in hand.’ Rung in memory o f Arthur Panther, for 

40 years rmger at the above church and one time treasurer and after­
wards secretary o f  the Barnsley and District Society, who died on 
July 21st, 1941.

NEW CUMBERLAND AND BRIGHTON SURPRISE.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In last week’s ‘ R inging W o r ld ’ you write, * W e get a 
similar shunt in “  Brighton ”  and Ashtead,”  which are m ore or 
less variations o f  “  New Cumberland.”  ’

According to arbitrary definition, ‘ Brighton ’ and ‘ Ashtead ’ are 
Surprise methods, whereas ‘ New Cumberland ’ according to arbitrary 
definition is merely an ‘ Exercise ’ method. For this reason only they 
could not possibly be variations o f one another, as places in ‘ New 
Cumberland ’ are made at only one cross section out o f three.

Evidently round blocks and transpositions in methods are beyond 
your mental capacity, but there is something *more simple, the actual 
lead-heads o f the hunting courses which contain the rows o f ‘ Brighton ’ 
and ‘ New Cumberland,’ and when I  point out that there are onljr 
four  lead-lieads in ‘ Brighton ’ that correspond with the leads that 
contain the rows o f  ‘ New Cumberland,’ perhaps you will realise you 
have made one more big blunder.

GEORGE BAKER.
2, North Street Quadrant, Brighton 1.
P.S.— I shall be very surprised if  you publish this.

■--------------------  .  <

FIRST PEAL OF OXFORD BOB MAJOR.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I see in this week’s ‘  R inging W orld  ’ a request from 
the Methods Committee for particulars o f the supposed first peal of 
Oxford Bob M ajor. I have looked up the Sussex Association reports 
and I  find it in the 1889 report, not 1899 :—

‘ Warnham, January 10th, 1889, a peal o f Oxford Bob M ajor, 5,040 
changes, in 2 hours and 52 minutes, by the W arnham Branch: G. 
W oodman treble, W . Charman 2, G. Charman 3, T . Andrews 4, W . 
Short 5, H  Cook 6, H. Burstow 7, H . H. Chandler tenor. Conducted 
by H. H. Chandler. This peal is supposed to be  the first ever rung 
in the m ethod.’ C. TYLER.

Henfield, Sussex.
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MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
N O R T H  A N D  EA ST  M E E T IN G  AT  STAN M ORE  

Government’s Responsibility fo r  Enemy Damage.
4 Many pleasant meetings have been held at Stanmore, a residential 

district in North-West Middlesex, which still retains some of its old- 
world aspect, and in the happy days of peace and bells which could 
be rung there was always a aesire at these meetings to be in two 
places at once. The reason for this was due to the fact that tlie 
beautiful % rectory grounds were usually placed at the disposal of 
members, so that it was only the most enthusiastic ringers and, of 
course, the ringing master who spent all their time in the belfry.

On Saturday last, however, the belfry remained empty, and every­
body present was able to enjoy the gardens, opened for use by the 
genial Rector (the Rev. W . A. Hewett), who did not forget to wel­
come his visitors in person. Handbells were, o f course, jn evidence 
and many touches were rung (or perhaps we should say ‘ many were 
attempted, some were rung ’ ).

Divine service was held at 4.30, conducted by the Rector, who spoke 
o f the many happy meetings o f the past, and whilst he regretted that 
on this occasion the bells could not be rung, he was full o f hope 
that it would not be long before peace reigned once again and we 
could return to our ringing. •

Tea was a squeeze, due to the fact that the secretary could not 
correctly gu£ss how many ttienibers, and others, had forgotten to 
advise him that they intended to<be present. Despite this, the 
management did well, and ultimately all were served—quite a miracle 
for war time. There is a moral, however, which is especially applic­
able in these days o f food rationing.

At the business meeting, in the absence o f the district secretary 
(Mr. T. J. Lock), the services o f the general secretary were called 
upon, and Mr. C. T. Coles once again found himself in the position 
he occupied for some 28 years. Mr. G. W . ^Fletcher (vice-president) 
was also unavoidably absent on Home Guard duties, and Mr. J. A. 
Trollope took the chair in his stead. Before the minutes o f the 
previous meeting were read, the company stood in silence for a  few 
moments in respect to the memory of Mr. P. Buckell, o f the local 
band, who was accidentally killed whilst undergoing training in the 
Army. By his death the Stanm ore' band lost an enthusiastic and 
promising member.

There were no new members for election, and the chairman took 
occasion to remind leaders o f towers to make every effort to keep 
their bands up to strength during the present difficult times.

As regards the next meeting, it was decided to hold this at St. 
Matthew’s, Upper Clapton, about the middle o f September, if possible. 

M ILITAR Y OBJECTIVES?
Mr. C. T . Coles referred to resolutions recently passed by two 

associations as to the r e s p o n s ib ly  o f replacing bells destroyed by 
enemy action. He $aid there was a growing feeling that, in view o f 
the fact that bells could now be rung only as a warning o f invasion, 
both the bells and the towers had become military objectives, and 
the Government should, therefore, accept responsibility for damage 
done. He asked members carefully to think about this matter, so 
that a resolution, if put before the annual general meeting, would 
receive proper consideration.

Ultimately it was decided that the general secretary should take 
such action as he thought fit to get this matter considered by the 
committee and by the association.

The Chairman proposed a vote o f thanks to the Rector for his 
address at the service, and for  the use o f his garden for recreation 
and handbell ringing; to Mr. Ê . J. Leversuch for making Arrange­
ments for the m eeting; and to Mr. Barker, the organist. This was 
carried with acclamation.

Mr. C. T . Colee welcomed the many visitors present, especially 
mentioning Mr. C. Bailey (Leiston), whom they all hoped to see when 
it was possible to rin^ tne bells again ; Mr. P. A. CorDy, who was up 
on a visit from  Nottingham ; and Messrs. C. Kippen and D. Cooper, 
o f Croydon, whom they were delighted to see once more.

This concluded a very happy .meeting, which was attended by about 
40 members and friends, most o f whom afterwards spent some time 
in the rectory grounds ringing handbells or talking, which seems to 
be the most popular pastime at meetings now adays.

The handbell ringing included Grandsire Triples, Caters and 
Cinques; Treble Bob 'M ajor, Royal and Maximus; Double Norwich 
and London M ajor; and Stedman Triples, Caters and Cinques. The 
last, however, started well, but did not reach its appointed end.

W INCHESTER.—On August 4th at 6, Cathedral View, on hand­
bells, in honour o f H.M. the Queen’s birthday, 720 Grandsire Doubles, 
six different callings : Miss Noice 1-2, G. Noice (conductor) S4-5-6..

BELL. ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone ,203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, CRAHTHAM

A  H A N D B E L L  M E E T IN G .
V ISIT  TO A SURREY VILLAGE.

A few members o f ^he Guildford Diocesan Guild tried an experi­
ment on Saturday, when an 4 invitation ’ meeting for handbell ring­
ing was held at Chiddingfold. It was a development o f a local activity 
at Guildford, where for some time a party lias been meeting weekly 
for practice on Saturdays. Chiddingfold provided not only a change 
o f scene, but Urought a renewal o f  interest, which it  is hoped will 
have further results among some o f the Chiddingfold band. It> was 
an entirely successful little party.

There were ringers from  five towers and ihey began very tentatively 
with Grandsire Triples, but before the day was out Bob M ajor, Sted­
man Triples, Grandsire' Caters and Stedman Caters had been rung, 
the ‘ beginners’ had improved and the old stagers had rubbed off a 
bit of the rust which has accumulated through tlie years. The success 
o f the ringing was due chiefly to the guidance o f that master o f tjie 
art, Mr. Alfred Pulling. W ithout his aid it is certain that a number 
o f touches would have failed to materialise; his conducting saved 
many a threatened collapse.

But the ringing was not all that made the gathering worth while. 
It provided a rare opportunity for old friends to meet in one o f the 
most charming villages o f Surrey, and to get away, as it were, for a 
few hours from  the drive o f the war. In addition, the ringers were 
able to give pleasure to one o f the oldest members o f the Guild, Mr. 
Tom Attwell, who is now 84 years o f age, and has a long record of 
service with Chiddingfold bells. He lives hard by the church, so the 
handbells were taken to his house after tea and some touches rung 
which gave him and his wife great pleasure. They are the oldest 
married couple in the village, Mrs. Attwell being now 82.

The remainder o f the ringing was done in the ringing chamber of 
the church, and the ringers were visited by the Rector, the Rev. 
Michael Bruce, who welcomed them and expressed his regret that the 
church bells could not be rung. M r, Bruce has been Rector o f Chid­
dingfold for nearly a year, and, apart from the dock  chimes, 
has never yet heard the sound o f his bells.

E S S E X  M E E T IN G  A T  L O U G H T O N .
NEED FOR ACTION STRESSED.

A most successful meeting o f the South-Western Division of the 
Essex Association was held at Loughton on Saturday, August 9th, 
when about 20 members were present from  Leytonstone, Brentwood, 
South W eald, Wanstead and the local band. Touches on the handbells 
were rung until 4 p.m., when the Rev. M. N. Lake, the Rector o f 
Loughton, conducted a most inspiring service in the church.

The party then proceeded to the Cnurch Hall for an excellent tea. 
The business meeting followed, the Rev. M. N. Lake taking the chair 
and being elected an honorary member. It  was proposed that the 
next meeting, which would the annual district meeting, should be 
held at Rom ford in January next. The District Master, Mr. J . Chalk, 
said how pleased he was to see that their secretary, Mr. J. H. 
Cram piA . had rung his first handbell peal at Preston, and he wished 
on behalf o f  all present to congratulate him.

Mr. J. Rann expressed the hope o f the local band that after the 
war the District Master would see that help is given to teach the 
younger generation. They were getting on in years and it  was only 
right that someone else should carry on the work. Mr. R . Heazel, 
replying, said we had to look ahead. Wherever there was a peal o f 
bells they should not be allowed to stand idte for the want o f a band 
to ring them, and it was up to all ringers to give their help. He 
further stated that service ringing should be first and foremost and 
peal ringing sliou>d take a second place. A

The meeting concluded with a hearty vote o f thanks to the Rev. 
M. N. Lake for conducting: the service, to the organist for accom-

f>anying the hymns, to the ladies for  providing the tea, and to the 
ocal band and verger for having everything in readiness. Various 

touches on handbells were rung during the evening. ,

O L D  F R I E N D S  R E U N I T E .
On Thursday, July 31st., at 20, Swaisland Road, Dartford, Kent, 

old ringing friends met to wish * good luck and a safe return ’ to 
Derek M. Sharp, who reported for training as a sergeant pilot in the 
R .A .F . on August Monda/y. Those present were A. Hall, A. Williams,
H. Hoverd, N. Summerhayes and J. E. Bailey, and, o f course, the 
life and soul o f the party, Derek Sharp. Hanabells were in evidence 
and touches were brought round in various methods from Doubles to 
Maximus.

On Thursday, August 7th, another gathering welcomed two visitors, 
George Butcher, o f Northlleet, now serving with the Royal Navy, and 
J. M. Bailey, o f Leiston, Suffolk. Others present were H ..E . Audsley,
H. Hoverd, A. Hall, A. Williams, Mrs. J. E. Bailey and J. E. Bailey. 
A pleasant evening was spent with the handbells, interspersed with 
memories o f 4 before the war.*

Any ringer in the Forces whose duties bring him to the Darfford 
district is invited to call a t the above address, particularly on Thurs­
day evenings, when there is usually a muster for handbell ringing.

CLENT.—On Sunday, Julv 20th, in St. Leonard’s belfry. 720 Bob 
Minor: John W alter (first 720) 1-2, William Short 3-4. B. C\ A^hfor^ 
(conductor) 5-6.
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JHE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
(Continued from  page 376.)

SOME EARLY M EMBERS.
I11 the attendance lists of the early meetings of the 

Council there is no more interesting name than that of 
Leonard Proctor. It sounds like an echo fasm the dim 
past. No doubt many of the names— Heywood and Blo­
wer, and Dains and others— strike the present genera­
tion much in the same way, but Proctor belonged to the 
remote period when there were no railway trains and 
when soldiers went into battle with muzzle-loading 

^veapons. The illusion of remoteness is increased by the 
fact that, though he lived entirely in the nineteenth cen­
tury, he was in a real sense a belated representative of 
the eighteenth century, just as some of the others were 
early forerunners of the twentieth.

Few particulars of Proctor’s life and career seem to 
have been preserved, and it was characteristic of the way 
‘ The Bell News ’ was conducted that no mention of his 
death and no obituary notice appeared in the paper.

He was born some time about the date of the battle 
of Waterloo, he belonged by class to the small country 
gentlemen,' and he was educated at Cambridge, where 
he joined the Cambridge Youths as an undergraduate in 
1835. His home was at Benington in Hertfordshire, 
where he increased the ring of six to eight in 1838, and 
where he formed one of the most famous bands in the 
history of the Exercise.

Proctor’s first peal apparently was one of Grandsire 
Triples by the Cumberland Youths, when the new octave 
was opened. To that he rang the tenor, but he set about 
the task of getting together a good local band, and with 
such success that eventually they became the best method- 
ringing company in the country. Among their perform­
ances were Double Norwich Major in 1849, Rent Treble 
Bob Major in 1851, Superlative Surprise in 1855, 6,048 
Superlative and Stedman Triples in 1865, 6,048 London 
in 1870, and 5,600 Cambridge in 1873. These were at 
the time the longest peals in each of the Surprise methods,, 
and the Cambridge (Middleton’s full composition) was the 
first true peal in the method. The Benington men were 
the first band to accomplish a peal in the three standard 
Surprise methods.

A list like that does not seem very remarkable to-day, 
when more Js done in a week’s ringing, but any compari­
son is futile. This was the only band then making pro­
gress. Everywhere else the art of change ringing was 
declining, and in many places had practically died out. 
The old active societies which the enthusiasm of the 
eighteenth century bequeathed to the nineteenth, had 
mostly lapsed, and even in the big towns, where there 
were still societies with long traditions, there was stagna­
tion where there was not actual decay. Before the year 
1870 the famous old Norwich Scholars were practically a 
thing of the past, the St. Martin’s Youths, of Birming­
ham, had lost much of the enthusiasm they showed in 
the great days of Thurstans and Lates, and in London 
the Cumberlands and the College Youths rang Stedman 
Cinques and looked down with lofty contempt on all 
others and anything else.

Proctor’s band was made up of villagers, men who 
worked on the land, and the majority of them could 
neither read nor write. Proctor himself seems to have 
been a modest, unassuming man, a typical countryman to 
judge by his portrait. Though he was, of course, the un­
disputed leader of the band, he left the conducting to

others, except that he always called the bells into 
changes.

Besides peals and touches in separate methods, the 
Benington band rang on several occasions long lengths 
made up of many methods. In 1873 they rang at Galley- 
wood, by Chelmsford, 5,060 changes, consisting of 336 
Grandsire Triples, 420 Stedman Triples, 336 Bob Major, 
336 Double London Court, 1,008 Double Norwich Court, 
576 Oxford Treble Bob, 704 Kent Treble Bob, 448 Super­
lative Surprise, 448, Cambridge Surprise and 448 Lon­
don Surprise. This was not spliced ringing, but con­
sisted of separate touches. It was, however, a most re­
markable performance at the time, and included every 
method then generally known. No other band could 
have achieved it.

One of these touches in January, 1872, consisted of 
three courses of each of the three Surprise Major methods, 
and a report of it appeared in ‘ Church Bells.’ A corre­
spondent wrote to the paper to congratulate the band, 
and said that in his opinion ‘ it was more to be com­
mended than long peals in plain methods, which at the 
most are only an evidence of unusual physical endurance, 
while such ringing as that at Benington is a special dis­
play of consummate skill, acquired by intense study, 
diligent practice and steady perseverance.’

This provoked a characteristic letter from George Mus- 
kett, the then secretary of the Society of College Youths. 
After talking about what that society had done through­
out the ages, he went on : ‘ What have the Benington 
gentlemen or any other gentlemen done to make void 
what is already recorded on tablets in church belfries and- 
College Youths’ books? I can only say the College 
Youths can hold their own against any company in Eng­
land. The bare idea of comparing 2,000 changes of Sur­
prise ringing on a light peal <*f eight to a good 5,000 of 
Stedman Cinques or Treble Bob Maximus, tenor averag­
ing from 36 to 50 cwt., is simply absurd. Therefore, I 
hope, or rather we College Youths hope, we shall hear 
no more such comparisons.’

This is good evidence of the generalnopinion of ringers 
towards progress in method ringing.

When the Council was founded,,Leonard Proctor was 
an old man with his life’s work behind him. His pre­
sence added to its authority, but naturally he took no 
part in its actual work.

I met him shortly before his death, but the great gap 
between us in years and importance prevented me from 
gaining any personal impressions of him.

I have already mentioned Frederick W . J. Rees as the 
man who very likely brought the problems of change 
ringing to the nqtice of William Henry Thompson. He 
too was one of the earliest members of the Council, re­
presenting the Winchester Diocesan Guild until 1894, 
and being an honorary member from 1896 until his death.

Rees began to ring when he was at school at Shrews­
bury and continued as an undergraduate of St. John’s 
College, Cambridge. During his twenty-five years in the 
Bengal Civil Service, to which he was appointed in 1862, 
he occasionally sent letters on ringing matters to ‘ Church 
Bells,’ the only journal apart from ‘ Bells Life,’ the sport­
ing paper that then published anything about the art. 
When he came home he lived at Guildford for a time, 
and afterwards, I believe, at Stoke-by-Nayland in Suf­
folk. He gave the two trebles to S. Nicolas’ , Guildford, 
to complete the ten, and, while he was connected with

(Continued on next page.)
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the belfry, he rang a few peals of Grandsire Triples and 
Caters, Bob Major and Kent Treble Bob Major.

Rees took a good deal of interest in the history of 
change ringing, and compiled and published in ‘ The Bell 
News ’ a chronology from the earliest tim^s. It was, of 
course, not nearly so full as more recent research has 
made possible, but it was an excellent and accurate piece 
of work. I found it very useful when writing early 
articles.

He also attempted, and to some extent carried out, a 
survey of the rings of bells throughout the country, and 
the methods that were rung on them. This he published 
in 1885. Frederick Rees died on November 5th, 1903.

A most distinguished member of the Central Council 
was Thomas Leslie Papillon.' He was born on April 
12th, 1841, and educated at Marlborough, whence he 
went to Oxford as a scholar of Balliol College. His 
University career was a distinguished one. He took a 
first-class in classics and was elected Fellow of Merton 
and also of New College. After a year as assistant 
master at Rugby, he returned to Oxford as tutor and 
dean of New College. From 1884 until'1909 he was 
Vicar of Writtle, near Chelmsford, and from 1909 
Honorary Canon of St. Albans Cathedral.

While at Oxford he learned to handle a bell, and when 
he was appointed to Writtle and found there eight bells 
and’  no ringers, h£ determined to form a band and to 
make one himself. He was sucQessful in getting together 
a company to ring the bells on Sundays and good enough 
to score ppals without outside help. Papillon himself 
rang three or four peals of Grandsire Caters, and some

of Grandsire Triples and Bob Major. He did good work 
as the hon. secretary of the Essex Association.

Papillon enjoyed a reputation outside ringing and 
clerical circles. He was a leader writer for ‘ The Times ’ 
and a recognised authority on education. .He was the 
author of a commentary on Virgil arid a frequent contri­
butor to ‘ The Guardian ’ and suchlike periodicals. 
Through the medium of ‘ The Guardian ’ he did his best 
to interest the clergy in their ringers and, though results 
in such a thing are difficult to assess, it is almost certain 
he did much good in that way. .

His most lasting work was the article on Bells, 
Change Ringing and Bell Literature in the eleventh edi­
tion of the ‘ Encyclopaedia Britannica,’ which has been 
reproduced in all the subsequent editions. It replaced 
the very unsatisfactory article by H. R. Haweis, who 
could see no good in, English bells and ringing, and led 
a crusade in favour of the introduction of Belgian bells 
and carillons. It was through his influence that the Bel­
gian bells at Kilburn, Boston, Cattistock, Lower Beed- 
ing and some other places were put up.

Papillon*s article is a sound arc! thoroughly authorita­
tive one. The history df the London societies needs 
some revision in the light of recent research, but that 
was only to be expected.

Canon P^pillon died in 1926.

QUARTER-PEALS AT READING.
The following quarter-peals have been rung recently at Reading: 

On July l lth , 1,260 Grandsire Triples at St. Laurence’s Church : A. 
Wiggins 1-2, R. T. H ibbert 3-4, A. Diserens 5-6, T. Lanaghan (first as 
conductor) 7-8. At 18, Manchester Road on July 8th, 1,260 Grandsire 
Triples: Cyril Burgess (first quarter-peal on handbells) 1-2, A. W iggins 
3-4, A. Diserens (conductor) 5-6, T. Lanaghan 7-8. On August 5fh,
1,260 Grandsire Triples : C. Burgess 1-2, A. W iggins 3-4, A. Diserens 
(conductor) 5-6, Miss W inifred Hunt (first quarter-peal) 7-8.

John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH

. THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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MEARS & 
STAINBANK,

F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12th year 
of reign of 
Elizabeth).

B e l l fo u n d e r s  &  
J B e l l h a n g e r  s,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

*
Telephone B is h o p s g a t e  8 B 4 9

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
4 6  o w t. O qr. 5 lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E LLS
in sets of any number.

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES, &c.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
Congratulations and good wishes to Mr. William Willson, of 

Leicester, who reached his 73rd birthday last Tuesday.
The many friends o f  Mr. Thomas Hurd will be sorry to hear that 

he has had to go to the North Staffordshire Royal Infirmary for 
treatment for internal trouble. They will wisli him a speedy recovery.

Official figures have been given o f churches injured in Devon by 
enemy action. Fifty-six have suffered in all. Of these 14 have been 
destroyed, three are unfit for use but repairable, and 39 are damaged 
in more or less degree. Most o f  this damage is in the Plym outh area 
and includes Charles Church with its ring o f ten bells. Nearly a 
year ago the village church o f Clyst St. George in East Devon was 
destroyed. This was the home for  many years of H ; T. Ellacombe, 
the famous bell archaeologist, and in recent years the Rev. E. S. 
Powell held the living for a time.

Mr. Isaac Emery successfully underwent an operation in Bromley 
Hospital last week. He wishes to be remembered to all his many 
ringing friends.

William Pye was born August 14th, 1870.
On August 12th, 1749, John H olt called at St. M artin’s-in-tlie-Fields 

a peal o f Bob Triples for the Society o f Union Scholars.
On August 15th, 1908, James M otts called at Ipswich the first peal 

o f Cambridge Maximus. The three brothers Pye and Bertram 
Prewett took part. *

Ten thousand changes o f Double Norwich M ajor were rung at 
Henley in Suffolk on August 16tli, 1902.

F ifty years ago to-d^y two peals were rung. Both were Grandsire 
Triples. ,

B L O C K IN G  T O W E R  W IN D O W S .
To the Editor.

Dear S ir,—W ith what you say about publicity and complaints about 
ringing I quite agree; but I  cannot agree that there is no oppor­
tunity at present o f any constructional work. Not- only is such work 
being done in this church a t the present time, but there are enough 
bricks and money in the country for every church tower to be properly 
blocked now, if we try in the right way.

If we try to get the sound o f the bells properly modulated, wt 
shall find after the war, just as before it, that the Church authorities 
are apathetic or worse. But if  we ask for the draught to be stopped 
in case o f fire, as a war-time precaution, both Church and State will 
eagerly listen to us. The cost will soon be forthcoming from the 
very people who object to spending a penny towards hearing the bells 
better.

When the windows are once blocked, the large ones with bricks or 
I roofing felt, and the small ones in the staircase with glass, we can 

take care how they are uncovered, and we must manage things badly 
if we do not get the work so done as to make the bells sound better 
thar. at present.

Now here is work we ringers can do at once. Impress on every in­
cumbent, every churchwarden, and everyone we meet, the importance 
o f blocking the draught in towers at once. For a change, we shall 
be listened to. Few people know much about towers themselves, but 
at least they know that we do.

HERBERT DRAKE.
Ufford Rectory, W oodbridge.

R E C O N S T R U C T I O N .
NEED FOR ACTION.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,— W e have read in the daily Press recently many sugges­

tions regarding what the country is going to do after the war.
I  consider it  is time that the members o f  the Ringing Exercise took 

stock o f the situation in their sphere.
Nobody knows when the war will finish. I t  may be in a few weeks, 

it may be next year; the fact remains that it will be much more 
difficult to restart ringing than it  was to stop.

Therefore, we ought to take such opportunities as are available to 
us in the training o f beginners, such' as teaching recruits on silenced 
bells, and by teaching them the first elements o f change ringing on 
handbells.

To obtain such recruits I  would suggest that ringing masters and 
instructors should get in touch with local youth organisations, such 
as Boy Scouts or Church Lads’ Brigades.

I  would like to have other ringers’ opinions on this subject.
R . SUCKLING.

11, Alice Cottages, Booking Church Street, Braintree.

ST. MICHAEL S MOUNT.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,— I was very much interested to read Mr. Barnett’s letter 
about the bells o f St.' Michael’s Mount. A  few months ago I was 
stationed on St. Michael’s Mount and was very pleased to find that 
there were six bells in the church.

I was told that the biggest was about 10 or 12 cwt., but they were 
not hung for ringing as the tower is  not strong enough. I met the 
man who chimed them and he said that hymns were chimed regularly 
in peace time every Sunday morning. F. H. HICKS.

Hailsliam. Sussex.
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ANCIENT- TOWERS AND THE VALUE OF TRADITION.
TH E STABILITY OF W R E N ’S STEEPLES.

B y  E. A l e x a n d e r  Y o u n g , A . R . I .B .A . ,  F.S.I.
W e all regret the damage to and loss of hundreds of churches and towers throughout the country, and Lon­

doners especially deplore the destruction of their city churches. W e ringers feel acutely the loss of our famous 
‘ Bow ’ and ‘ Bride’s .’

In view of the damage which has been sustained, the following extract from a .chapter which I contributed 
to Sir Arthur Heywood’s book on ‘ Bell -Towers and Bell Hanging,’ may be of interest to your readers. The 
illustrations are reproduced by kind consent of Sir Banister Fletcher, P.P., R .I.B .A ., from his

Architecture ’ (9th edition), 
and of his publishers,
Messrs. B. T. Batsford,
Ltd.

“  A well-known civil 
engineer, in addressing the 
members of his institute, 
once said that when he 
was called upon to design 
an important public struc­
ture, he fi»st drew out 
what his practical' experi­
ence demanded and what 
his eye told him was right.
He then investigated the 
principles involved, and if 
theory demanded more 
strength than practice, he 
gave it ; but if, on the other 
hand, it assented to less, 
he still allowed his original 
design to stand. So that if 
the buildings of those who 
have gone before us have 
stood the tests of time and 
use, our experience based 
upon them is our first 
asset, and is, further, most 
valuable to us in consider­
ing the design of any simi­
lar structure which may 
have to fulfil the same pur­
pose or use. The archi­
tect has to make himself 
familiar with the steeples 
of mediaeval >and renais­
sance times, which have 
been fitted with bells for 
ringing as they are rung 
to-day, and these buildings 
will be his best guide.
Among them, not’ the least 
important are those erected 
by that great architect,
Wren, whose steeples have 
withstood every test dur­
ing the past 200 years.
So, too, have many of our 
towers and steeples which 
have come down to us from 
Gothic times; but, of 
course, many of these are 
characterised by their mas­

sive proportions, which are
JSPLAN 
A T  C
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BOW AND ST. BRIDE’S STEEPLES.
(Continued from previous page.)

rather beyond present-day work and, indeed, hardly 
called for. One finds in our old church towers walls 
whose thickness is one-fifth or more of the tower breadth, 
thus giving a ratio of solid to void of almost three to one. 
When these towers are of no great height, they have an 
enormous reserve of strength, even though built of flint 
or random rubble.

Taking the English mediaeval steeples— i.e ., a tower 
with its surmounting spire— these were generally built 
for the use of bells, and are an obvious prototype for the 
revived gothic of to-day. It is much to be feared, how­
ever, that the first gothic revivalists of the early nine­
teenth century copied far more the outward form than 
they did the interior strength, and are responsible for the 
just complaint that many of their towers are unsuitable 
for a ‘ ring ’ of bells of even moderate weight.

•An interesting table might be given of the proportions 
and areas of some of the principal gothic and renaissance 
steeples; a general proportion, however, of height and 
breadth would seem to be about 8 to 1, with the spire 
springing at about half the height.

Returning to the gothic steeples, an interesting plate, 
showing the section of that at St. Andrew’s, Heckington, 
Lincolnshire, is given in Fletcher’s Handbook, and the 
building described as a typical English church. The 
tower here has a height of 175ft. and a breadth of 25ft., 
or a ratio of about 7 to 1. The walls of this tower are 
some 4ft. 6in. thick, and equal the breadth divided by 
5.5. There are, of course, many well-known steeples of 
greater hight, notably St. James’ , Louth, and St. 
Michael’s-, Coventry, both having ratios of about 11 to 1. 
It is interesting to compare,; coming to rather later times, 
the' two famous London steeples of St. Mary-le-Bow and 
St. Bride’s, both erected by Wren in the English renais­
sance style at the close of the seventeenth century.

Wren, owing to his remarkable gifts, had been able to 
take the gothic tower and spire and clothe them in the 
garb of the new style, then, as we know, lately arrived 
from the Continent, and here, too, he achieved some of 
his happiest results, ^rtist as Wren certainly was, he is, 
of course, yet more famous as a scientist. He may, in­
deed, as a skilled mathematician himself, have had his 
interest awakened in the new branch of the science of 
permutation, which had in his time recently come promi­
nently before the public. Be this as it may, there is no 
doubt that both these towers of W ren’s are eminently 
fitted for their purpose, and approximate very closely to 
each other in proportion. Each contains a ‘ ring ’ of 12 
bells, hung at a height of about 80ft., which is about two- 
fifths of the total height of some 220ft.

An examination of the plans and sections of the two 
last quoted churches shows that the ratio, at St. Mary-le- 
Bow is about 6.6 to 1, whilst the'walls are in thickness 
about the breadth divided by 4.4. At St. Bride’s, the 
steeple being loftier, the ratio is about 7 .6 ; the walls, 
however, remain ^bout the same, viz., 4.3. It is worthy 
of note that St. Bride’s has always had a lighter peal 
than ‘ Bow,’ and was probably intended for 8 or 10 bells 
only. Contrasting these with the mediaeval steeples we, 
of course, miss the massive buttresses of the latter ; but 
this is compensated for in W ren’s typical ones by more 
massive proportions, thicker walls, and, as a rule, fewer 
openings.

It should be observed, too, that the sixteenth century 
ashlar masonry was usually better built than the coursed 
rubble of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The mor­
tar was probably much the same in both, as Wren’s 
masons farried on the practical traditions of the previous 
age. As regards mortar and cement, modern work has 
undeniably a very great and important advantage over the 
old, especially in its use of Portland cement.

All the old steeples were laced together very liberally 
with heavy beams, generally of oak, at frequent intervals, 
the walls thus not being weakened by lofty chambers. 
The lower part was often vaulted, a valuable addition to 
the tower both for adornment and strength. Openings 
and voids were sparingly used, the chief of these beiqg 
the four great windows immediately above the bells; the 
latter an eminently logical conclusion,, for there the tower 
no longer requires that strength of cross-section which is 
necessary from the bell-frame downwards. On the 
aesthetic side, too, the louvred windows proclaim to the 
onlooker the purpose of the structure, and their beauty 
and lightness emphasise and contrast the ‘ reserve of 
strength declared by the plainer wall surface below.’

The illustrations here produced of Bow and St. Bride’s 
give the elevation and section of each side by side. They 
are of interest to all, and especially to-day to ringers.. 
Architects are struck by the recognition, on W ren’s part, 
of the importance of foreshortening (he probably designed 
in true perspective first). Ringefs ponder on the position 
of the bells, whether they will ever be replaced, and,' if 
so, .how much lower -down the towers, so as to minimise 
the stresses. The towers are there and not beyond repair !

WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
JAMES GEORGE AN D TOM M ILLER VISITED.

The Northern Branch of the Worcestershire and District® Associa­
tion held a  well-attended practice meeting at Belbroughton on July 
19th. Six bells were available for ‘ silent ’ practice and were made 
good use o f during the afternoon and evening, the methods ranging 
from  Plain Bob to Cambridge Surprise. An excellent tea was pro­
vided by mine host o f the ‘ Shoes,’ after which handbells were well 
to' the fore. Members were present from  Belbroughton, Brierley Hill, 
Bromsgrove, Clent, Cradley, Hagley, Kidderminster, Stourbridge, 
Wollaston and W olverley, and their best thanks were tendered to Mr. 
E. Calcutt, the local leader, for having everything in readiness.

On Wednesday, July 30th, a few members o f  the Worcestershire 
and Districts Association kept a ‘ date ’ which had been on the boards 
for some little time. The party consisted o f Messrs. W illiam Short, 
W illiam  H. Barber, John Bass, John W alton and Bernard Ashford, 
and the occasion was a visit to. Messrs. James George and Thomas 
Miller, at present staying at Quinton Hall, near Birmingham. A 
set o f handbells (including some semi-tones to  give Tom Miller a 
chance o f finding a peal with a tenor which pleased him) accompanied 
the party, and the proceedings opened with a well-struck course of 
Grandsire Caters by John Bass 1-2, W illiam Short 3-4, William H. 
Barber 5-6, Thomas Miller 7-8, James George 9-10. The ages o f these 
ringers are 61, 73, 65, 83 and 88 respectively, and it  is interesting to 
recall the following performances by  St. Martin’ s Guild in which the 
four last named took part together over 42 years ago ~—

On Saturday, M ay 20th, 1899, at Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin, 
a peal o f  Stedman Caters, 5,017 changes: George Salter treble, 
Gabriel Lindoff 2, W illiam Short 3, Thomas J. Salter 4, William H. 
Barber 5, R . R . Cherry, Q.C. 6 , James George 7, Thomas Miller 8, 
John Barber 9, John Buffery tenor. Composed by G. Lindoff and 
conducted by  William H. Barber.

On'Sunday, May 22nd, 1899, at the Church o f  SS. Augustine and 
John, Dublin, a peal o f B<»b Royal, 5,040 changes: George Salter 
treble, W . F. Hartshorne 2, W illiam H. Barber 3, Thomas Miller 4, 
Thomas J. Salter 5, W illiam  Short 6, John Buffery 7, James George 8 , 
Gabriel Lindoff 9, John Barber tenor. Composed by G. Lindoff and 
conducted by W illiam  Short.

A fter chatting over old times, a few tunes were rung. Then more 
reminiscences were followed by another course o f Grandsire Caters by 
the same band, the proceedings eventually finishing up with two 
courses o f  Bob M ajor by  John Bass 1-2, William H. Barber 3-4, Thomas 
Miller 5-6, Bernard C. Ashford (conductor) 7-8.

Messrs. George and Miller will be very pleased to see any old 
friends who are able to look them up. Visitors should °’o by Birming­
ham Corporation bus to Quinton (Service No. 8), as tnis service has 
its terminus at the gates o f  Quinton Hall.
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EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.
A SUCCESSFUL MEETING.

ANTI BELL ADVOCATES.
u t i l i t a r i a n ' c h u r c h e s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e .

To the Editor.
Sir,—Anyone who read the Rev. A. M» Samson’s letter in ‘ The 

Ringing W o r ld ’ o f July 25th could, scarcely fail to have noticed 
that the first part\of the question which I asked, very strangely in 
the same issue,* is as good as answered. The question was, ‘ Can it 
be that the influence o f those who dislike ther-sound o f bells has 
spread to sections of the ecclesiastical authorities and to the Ministry 
of Home Security ? ’ Under the disguise that the new or rebuilt 
churclies after the war will have to be ‘ strictly utilitarian,’ it is 
fairly evident that these people intend to use this as one o f  their 
‘ front line weapons ’ in order to gain their own way.

Is the ringing fraternity alive to this ‘ bogey ’ ? I f  the Exercise 
is to come back after the war it  must be the duty and business of 
every ringer now to break this utilitarian policy. Let the words o f 
that well-known hymn ring in every ringer’s ears, ‘ Soldiers of Christ, 
arjpe, and'put your armour on .’ Recent years has seen the utilitarian 
church spring up in many places, the principle o f which seems to be 
to spend a lot o f money first o f all upon a mission church, to be 
followed by a permanent ‘ jerrybuilt ’ structure in red brick which 
will be slums in less than a hundred years, whilst many o f our old 
Saxon, Norman and early English churches will be still retaining their 
solid stately appearance and true utility, that is—serving every branch 
o f  religion and shutting God out from none, not even the man in 
the street who fails to enter the church to hear the Gospel message.
‘ The word o f God is sharper than any two-edged sword,’ yet it is 
remarkable that in times like these, when many o f our religious 
leaders are preaching to everybody that these are days o f opportunity 
for the Church, the same people are quite willing to shut this word 
or* thought o f God out from  our belfries in-order to satisfy a  few and, 
as I  see it, to cheapen religion.

Ask these same individuals to buy a cheap, shoddy suit or pair of 
shoes and they would very promptly reply, ‘ Oh, no, I  must have 
something lasting.’ Tell them that the cash they wished to tender 
was insufficient and they would soon reply, ‘ I ’ ll wait until I ’ ve gafc 
enough.’ Y et it is remarkable in a land where thousands of pounds 
can be found in a few minutes for war weapons (and by these very 
same people) how they will use ‘ the lack o f finance argument ’ to 
put up cheap, shoddy churches everywhere.

Mr. Samson says, ‘ It is only too well known that the great m ajority 
of our churches have the utmost difficulty in making financial ends 
yieet.’ I am, sir, in full sympathy with what was said recently in a 
certain Midland town, at a great gathering o f Anglicans, Free Church­
men and Roman Catholics all meeting under one roof, by Dr. Berry, 
Deputy Mediator of the Free Church, ‘ that too often in the past the 
watchword o f many o f our ministers and church leaders has been 
“  G o !”  rather than “ C om e!”  ’ ; that the churches are to blame for 

.their own failure. Another speaker expressed similar views by saying 
that the cause o f empty churches 'to-day was not external but in­
ternal ; that where things were right internally a great work was still 
being done despite all the difficulties.

W e are told that after the war a greater sense o f community will 
have to be realised, and this, to my mind, applies in no small measure 
to many o f our present-day clergy and is one o f the primary causes 
o f empty churches and lack o f finance, which Mr. Samson complains 
of. Too many o f our parsons to-day try tp run the church on their 
own, but be it remembered that no vicar or  one person constitutes a 
parish. In many cases the Parochial Church Council is looked upon 
as an outside interfering body. W hat is wanted is not a weakening of 
the parochial system but the reverse, and a body who will influence the 
Church Assembly and Parliament to introduce a measure whereby a 
parson who is found acting in a way detrimental to the spiritual 
welfare o f the parish should be removed. Not only bellringers, but 
all who have the Church and the cause o f  religion at heart should 
unite and rise to the occasion.

The verger has often been blamed when he has failed to get the 
church com fortably warm, but there has been little energetic com­
plaint when the spiritual atmosphere has been so low that growth 
is absolutely impossible. Some o f the finest Christians I  ever met 
are those whose eyes twinkle merrily. The world needs to-day a glad, 
hearty, cheering message, and the Church is #he only organisation 
which can satisfactorily give it. I  ask Mr. Samson and those o f your 
readers t-» recall the first davs o f the ban upon the bells and what 
Sunday without them felt like. There are thousands in our land 
to-day suffering from ‘ spiritual dyspepsia ’— this ultimately must 
mean ruin for  the Christian Church : ‘ preachers are cold and anaemic.’

Bishop Theodore Woods, in 1920, when Bishop o f Peterborough, said, 
‘ I f  people won’t  go to church, the church must go to them, both in 
thought and deed, and it is in the form er where the value o f our 
bells comes in.’ T o shut them out (as our utilitarian friends advo­
cate) is, in ’ my opinion, a crime upoi) religion equal to that o f the 
4 fifth columnist ’ in the present national struggle. W riting in ‘ The 
Chelmsford Diocesan Chronicle * on July 21st, the Bishop o f Chelms­
ford said, * I  could shake hands with a non-praying Stalin, but I 
should beg to be excused from doing so with a Petain, Darlan, 
Mussolini or W eygand who can go happily to Mass with selfishness, 
trickery and dishonour in their hearts. I t  is more religious to re­
pudiate openly all religion than to manipulate it or fashion it to 

(Continued in next column.)
•

The East Grinstead and District Guild held a very enjoyable meet­
ing at Balcombe on Saturday, August 2nd, when members attended 
from  Crawley, Hartfield, Uckfield, Wadlmrst, \^est Grinstead and 
the local iDand. Mr. Amos Clark (Croydon) and two other welcome 
visitors from the London a*ea, who did not divulge their identity, 
were also present.

Six silent tower bells were available and proved the biggest attrac- 
' tion o f the day. Everyone found that they had not lost their touch 
and methods up to Cambricfge Minor were rung. The experiment o f 
another ringer striking a handbell as the rope wfts pulled did not 
meet with much success; opinions varied as to when the handbell 
should be struck.

It  was suggested that someone should take a look at the bells, and 
instead o f the usual one or two the whole company clambered up 
into the tower, not only to see the bells, but to give them a tap. *

When enough could be persuaded to leave the ropes the handbells 
were brought into use, and as there were several experts present the 
striking wa* excellent. Doubles, Minor, Triples and M ajor were 
brought round successfully. Just before tea two enthusiasts started 
tune ringing with four bells each, but it was le ft to Amos Clark and 
Reg Johnson to polish things off with an excellent rendering o f 4 The 
Blue Bells o f Scotland,’ in harmony too.

After tea a business meeting was held, when those present heard 
with much regret o f the death o f two old  members, Mr. Charles 
Holman, of Balcombe, and Mr. Arthur Cansley, o f Buxted. Both 
were regular ringers at their respective parish churches, and were 
always to be seen at guild meetings. The funeral o f Mr. Holman had 
taken place just previous to the m eeting that day, when the local 
band rang a course o f Grandsire Doubles on handbells as a mark o f 
respect. Mr. Cansley had been sub-postmaster at Buxted for the 
past 40 years and will- b^ greatly missed in that village^ .

The business being concluded, the company again repaired to the 
tower for more ringing, silent and otherwise, and before the gathering 
broke up a hearty vote o f thanks was accorded to Mr. A. Laker for 
the excellent arrangements, especially the tea. It was truly the 
Guild’ s best meeting o f the year.

f XFORD GUILD S LOSS.
TH OF V .W .H . BRANCH CHAIRM AN.

The chairman o f the Vale o f W hite Horse Branch o f the Oxford 
Diocesan Guild (the Rev. A. J. de D. Denne) died suddenly from 
heart failure on Saturday, August 2nd. He was buried on August 
5th- at Brimpsfield, Glos, Parish Church.

Mr. Denne was chairman o f the branch for nine years and vice- 
chairman for two years previous and took a great interest in the if 
branch.

A memorial service was heid in his Parish Church at Shellingford, 
Berks, on Saturday last, when members o f  the branch were present.

LIGHT PEALS IN LIGHT TOWERS.
(Continued from  previous column.) 

one’s own liking.’ This is what' our utilitarian anti-bell advocates 
are doing, and there is no question about it.

The Exercise lias been ‘ disarmed,’ and it is now that our ‘ enemies ’ 
are likely* to strike their hardest blows—like all dictators, they will 
go for the weakest first. Propaganda is now becoming a 4 weapon ’ 
of first rate importance. Can the Exercise do better than to quote 
the large number o f churches everywhere, where bell restorations and 
augmentations have been carried out and willingness with w hiclgihe 
people have given P Two years ago I had the task o f making a ItWse- 
to-house collection towards a bell fund in a parish o f 600 houses, out 
o f which 301 gave,'and  the Free Church and Roman Catholic claim  ̂
a bi£ proportion o f the inhabitants. This is propaganda in itself, I 
consider, to our utilitarian anti-bell advocates.

W here the. utilitarian church. o f a permanent character with 
tower has sprung up, or is likely to, there is another line o f attitude 
the Exercise can take. I  have heard it said that the late Rev. C. W .
O. Jenkyn was a staunch advocate where such towers were to be 
found, o f light peals such as will be found at St. Ebbe’s, Oxford 
(8, tenor 4f* cwc.), Tetsworth, Bucks (6, tenor ,4£ cwt.), Bidston, 
Cheshire (6, tenor 5| cwt.), Bosley, Cheshire (6, tenor 5£ cwt.), More- 
ton, Derbyshire (6, tenor 4 f cwt.), or even peals like the Foundry 
Campanile at Loughborough, in preference to one bell. There are 
not many o f these utilitarian. churches whose towers will not take a 
peal o f such dimensions or even the last six or five o f this number. 
Much as we deplore the idea o f such light pefTls and tell people that 
they are not worth while, they are better than one bell. W e cannot 
have it  both ways, where^the church is determined upon such towers 
being built. W e must remember that these peals are an answer to 
our utilitarian friends, who will constantly make the excuse * tlfat 
the tower won’ t stand a peal ’ or that there is insufficient rqpm. I 
invite some o f these people to go to W oodston, near Peterborough, 
and see the tiny tower there, in which is hung a ringing peal o f six 
(tenor 8 cwt.), and they are hun«* w itlf every safety. From outside 
the tower does not look big enougn to hold two bells.

4 ANTI-SILENT.’
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\ JOINT MEETING AT LEAIHERHEAD.
HANDBELLS AND SILENT TOW ER BELLS.

T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D .
$--------

August 15th, 1941.

A  join t meeting o f the Leatherhead District of the Guildford 
Diocesan Guild and the North-Western District %of the Surrey. Associa­
tion was held at Leatherhead on August Bank Holiday, at which 
about 35 members and friends attended. The programme should have 
started with a ramble from Box Hill Statipn through Norbury Park 
to Leatherhead, but owing to the unsetned state of the weatlier the 
ringers went direct to Leatherhead, where handbells and eight silent 
bells were available at the Parish Church.

A  short service was held at 5 o ’clock, fallowed by tea at the Duke’s 
Head, when a hearty vote o f thanks was accorded to all those who 
had combined to ^ a k e  the meeting a success.

The tower was again visited in the evening for more silent ringing 
and handbells. A  good many o f the ringers present had the first 
opportunity o f handling a bell since the ban was imposed, and it was 
a pleasant surprise to some o f them that they could still manage a 
bell and remember the methods.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
The August meeting o f the Barnsley and District Society was held 

''a t the Royal Hotel, Barnsley, on Saturday. August 9th, when members 
were present from  Cawthorne, Eastwood, Felkirk, Hoylandswaine, 
Rotherham Parish Church, Sandal, Sheffield (St. Marie’s) and W ath.

Handbell ringing began at 3 p.m. and continued until 5.30 p.m ., 
when tea was served. The business meeting followed, with the presi­
dent, Mr. E. Brookes, in the chair. The members tood in silence as a 
tribute to the memory of Mr. A. Panther, whose death had been 
reported in ‘ The Ringing W orld.’ Best thanks were given to the 
secretary for  making the arrangements and were accepted gratefully.

I t  was agreed to hold the next meeting at Cawthorne on Saturday, 
September 13th.

More handbell ringing followed until about 9 p.m., The methods 
practised during the afternoon and evening panged from  Minor to 
Royal, and included a lapping course and rounds on twelve.

THE BELLS OF MAYFIELD.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,-—I see in ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ there is some doubt as 
to who cast the 5th bell at Mayfield, Sussex.

On looking through Amherst Daniel-Tyssen’s^ 4 Church Bells o f 
Sussex,’ page 23, 1864 edition, I see he mentioi4rWhis bell, with two 
others, as cast by Thomas Giles, one at Mayfield, 1002, one a t Oving, 
1613, and one at South Bersted, 1614. C. TYLER.

High Street, Henfield, Sussex.

T H E  O L D E S T  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H .
MR. N E VA RD ’S CLAIM.

To the Editor. \
Dear Sir,— I see in * The Ringing W orld ’ that Mr. G. W illiams i6 

called the oldest member o f the Royal Cumberland Youths, being 
elected on August Bank Holiday, 1885. I was elected in February, 
1885, at Long M elford, Suffolk, on the occasion o f a peal o f Bob 
M ajor arranged for my birthday by S. Slater, o f Glemsford. The 
band was John Slater treble, Zachariah Slater 2, Oliver Garwood 3, 
Samuel Slater 4, Frederick Pitstow 5, Percy Charles S. Scott b, 
William J. Nevard 7, Ernest A. Pitstow tenor. Composed by S, Slater 
and conducted by F. Pitstow. It  was my first peal. Only E. A. 
Pitstow and myself are still living.

I am in m y 8Gth year. I had a serious illness this year, but I am 
very well again now, I  am glad to say. W . J. NEVARD.

Hall View; Thorington. ̂ __________

© C A M B R I D G E  C O U R T  M A J O R .
BY CHRISTOPHER W . W OOLLEY.

5,004.
23456 O H P I
34256 _
62453 -- --
38*56 S
24356 --
43256 --
62354 -- —
62435 -- --
23465 —

34265 _
52463 -- —
45326 --
32564 -- — —
25364 --
53264 -- ttt
42365 -- '—
42536 --  --
23546 —

A  23654 \
Repeated.

Rung on handbells at the Royal Masonic Junior School, Bu*hey, on 
June 23rd, 1941, conducted by the composer.

R E M I N I S C E N C E S .
BY ONE NOT TOO TOUGH.

One o f the first things I remember was the five bells o f St. M ary’s 
Church, Brome, Suffolk, standing in the churchyard in 1886. A tall 
man from  Norfolk came to work in the village. He picked up a 
hurdle stake and placed it in the cannons o f the treble, lifting it 
from  the ground; then he did the same thing to the 2nd, 3rd and 
4th. On attem pting to lift  the tenor, the hurdle stake broke, and 
he would not try again.

As soon as the bells were opened at Christmas in 1886, I began to 
ring on them. The draught o f rope ^as so short that the sallies 
went on to the wheel a t back-stroke. A  neighbouring parish, Stuston, 
with four bells had only hall wheels about this time, and bells chimed 
only frame high. Once at Oakley four o f the bells were lowered and 
tenor left up. N ot enough ringers turned up to ring for service, so 
they decided to chime two each. A  hefty man put his foot in the 
tenor rope and started, as he thought, to chim e; luckily his foot 
slipped out just in time to save any disastrous results. f

111 1896 I was ringing in London and conversing with many notable 
men such as M att.; Wood, J. Rogers, Mansfield and others. I was 
sitting in St. Martin’ s-in-the-Fields one practice night when John 
Rogers was calling over 700 changes o f Grandsire Cinques. Another 
ringer near me said he could hear the bob begin to rumble low in 
Mr. Rogers’ chest when the treble was in 5th place coming down and 
gradually crescendoed in 4th, finally developing into a grand call in 
the proper place.

John Nelms composed Several good peals o f Stedman Caters on the 
back o f sandpaper in his workshop. He had a seizure in St. Martin’s- 
in-the-Fields whilst passing the death bell for Mr. Gladstone, and died 
in hospital.

I also remember the original scruff band at St. Paul’s Cathedral. I 
understand that in one year Mr. James Pettitt conducted 52 different 
three-course Stedman Cinques on Sunday afternoons.

When ringing H olt’ s Original silent at St. John’s, W aterloo Road, 
as we were about 700 changes from  the end there was a loud bang 
on the door. Mr. Fred Perrin, the umpire, shouted, ‘ W e shan’t  be 
long.’ About 300 changes further on came bang, bang again, and 
he said, ‘ I t  is nearly finished.’ On the final single he called, 4 That’s 
all.’ H e also called 4 Go * at the start and 4 Stand ’ at the end; 
these were the only words spoken. Mr. Perrin always left us with a 
reminder, 4 Don’ t forget W alworth Sunday morning.'

One Sunday morning, a quarter-peal o f % Grandsire Triples was in 
progress at St. Peter’ s, W alworth. The weather was not top good 
and some o f the ringers felt a bit seedy. When the young man on 
the treble (now a member o f St. Paul’s band) accidentally let the tail 
end o f the rope out of his hands, and, o f course, missed the sally, 
it put 4 paid ’ to that attempt, whereupon one ringer offered him 
sixpence.

About this time practices of Superlative M ajor were held at St. 
John’s, Vassal Roaa, on the silent apparatus which we have lately 
heard much about.

Two attempts for a peal o f Bob M ajor at St. Albans Cathedral 
occupying six hours resulted in no peal. A t the first attem pt the 
clapper fell out o f the tenor as it was making second’s for tne last 
time after 3£ hours; and at the second attem pt the 7th rope slipped 
the wheel after about 2| hours’ ringing.

In 1900 I was back in the country again. On New Y ear’s Eve hand­
bell ringing by the aid of a  hurricane lantern was performed around 
the village. A t the Hall lived a wealthy South 'African merchant, 
and we were there regaled with cake and beer. When the time came 
t o  go, Mr. John Taylor wished us all a Happy New Century, where­
upon one o f our company, Ted Youngs, exclaimed, 4 Same to you, 
sir, and many o f ’ em .’ This Mr. Taylor rehung the bells at Thornnam 
Magna and added a new treble, making them a peal o f six. I  called 
the first peal on them in 1901.

Mr. George Day, o f Eye, and six others were trying a course of 
Plain Bob 14-in at Norwich 011 handbells. A slight trip occurred, and 
Mr. Day, looking at the offender, blurted out, 4 Dodge thatrin fortin ' 
(thirteen, fourteen).

About half-way through a peal o f Cambridge Maximus there were 
three consecutive homes t o  call; as I  was about to call the first, the 
fifth to be called ud. I noticed, had le ft the slow with the inter­
mediate bell. A fter sorting them out, I  found it  was too late to call 
a b o b ; what was I  to cfo ? The ringing had been good and the ringers 
had settled down again. In my mind I  had to call 4 Stand ‘ or carry 
on. As there were no M in the next course, I  called three in plac'e 
o f the 3 H  omitted, and chanced it ;  and then continued with the 
proper calling. The peal pame into rounds. I  at once sat down to 
see if  what I had called was false. To the delight o f everyone con­
cerned it was true; thus turning what looked like bad luck into good 
luck, as some had come a long distance.

Years ago my father and mother were walking to church. The five 
bells were ringing for the service. 4 W hat are they ringing ? ’ asked 
my mother. 4 Doubles,* answered m y father, to  which m y mother 
replied, 41  thought 30; there are two bells continually striking to­
gether.’

Old Bill had shaved his beard off and was met outside St. M ar­
garet’ s by younger Bill, who remarked to Old Bill, 4 You look 20 
years’ younger than you did the last time I  saw you.* Old Bill 
w ondered .if this compliment was meant or not, and replied, ‘ W hat 
sort o ’ beer dew yew drink?* Q. S .
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NOTICES.
NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN 

MONDAY.
All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  

O f f i c e  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  . W o r l d , ’  L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k i n g , S u r r e y .

THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 
under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8  words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of i /6 .

* The Ringing W orld ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. —  A 
meeting will be held at Cheddleton to-morrow (Satur­
day), August 16th. Handbells available from 3 p.m.—  
Andrew Thompson, Hon. Sec.
“ ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, August 16th, 
at the Bell Foundry, 32-34, Whitechapel Road, E .i, 
at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Eastern Divi­
sion.— A joint meeting with the East Grinstead and 
Hawkhurst and District Guilds will be held at Wadhurst 
on Saturday, August 16th. Six silent bells and handbells 
available from 3 p.m. All ringers and friends welcome. 
— John Downing, Acting Hon. Sec., 2, Hughenden 
Road, Hastings.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Lewisham Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Bexley on Saturday, 
August 16th. Service at 4.30 p.m. Subscriptions can be 
paid at this meeting.—-A. G. Hill, Hon. Dis. Sec., tem­
porary address, 53, Hengist Road, Erith, Kent.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.— Elloe Deaneries 
Branch.— Quarterly meeting will be held at Fleet on 
Saturday, August 16th. Service 4 p.m. Tea 4.30. Bring 
your own food and sugar; tea and milk will be provided. 
Handbells, bowls, etc., on Rectory lawn after meeting. 
— W . A. Richardson, Hon. Sec., Glenside, Pinchbeck, 
Spalding, Lincs.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Liverpool Branch. 
— A meeting will be held at St. Nicholas’ Church Tower 

.on Saturday, Aug. 16th. Handbells will be available at
3 p.m. Tea and meeting at 5 p.m. A cordial invitation 
is extended to all iriterested. —  G. R. Newton, Branch 
Sec., 57, Ampthill Road, Liverpool 17.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— The monthly meeting 
will be Held at the Haymarket Hotel on Saturday, August 
16th. Handbells and St. John’s (6) available from 3 p.m. 
Tea and' meeting to follow.— A. Tyler, Hon. Sec., 5, 
Addison Road, Victoria Park, Bristol 3.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. —  Burton 
District.— A meeting will be held at Measham to-morrow, 
Saturday, August 16th. Handbells available in belfry at 
3.30. Short service at 4.30. Tea and meeting in Church

Room at 5 p.m. Tea and cakes provided, but do not for­
get your sandwiches and sugar. Loughborough district® 
members especially invited.— J. W . Cotton, Overseale.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Dorchester 
Branch.— A meeting will (D .V.) be held* t>y kind per­
mission of the Rector, at the Rectory Gardens at 
Stratton, on Saturday, August 23rd. Handbells and 
games from 3 p.m. Service at 4.30. Address by Canon
D . F. Slemeck, to be followed by tea, handbells and 
social gathering. Kindly notify for tea by Tuesday, 
August 19th.— C. H. Jennings, Hon. Sec., 59, Portland 
Road, Wyke Regis, Weymouth.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TIO N .— Western Branch.— The next meeting vyill be held 
at St. Nicholas’ Church, Worcester, on August 23rd. 
Service at 3.30 p.m., followed by light refreshments (tea 
and biscuits) and business meeting in Trinity Hall. Num­
bers not later than Tuesday, August 19th.— E. F. Cubber- 
ley, Hon. Sec., Park Cottages, Kempsey, near Worces­
ter. 1

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TIO N .— Northern Branch.— Meeting for practice at 
Chaddesley Corbett (D .V.) on Saturday, August 30th 
(not August 23rd). Eight bells available for silent prac­
tice 3 p.m. Tea 5.15 p.m. Handbells and usual even­
ing arrangements at the Swan (Tim’s).— B. C. Ashford, 
S^c., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

YORKSH IRE ASSOCIATION.— Eastern District.—  
The next meeting will be held at Selby Abbey on Satur­
day, August 30th. Handbells and ringing on the back 
eight tower bells (silent). The Vicar, Canon Solloway, 

'will conduct those present round the Abbey at 2.30 p.m. 
Service at 4 o ’clock. Tea can be obtained at Olde Cross 
Cafe, near Abbey. Business meeting at 6 o ’clock, at 
which all outstanding annual subscriptions should be 
paid.— H. S. Morley, Hon. Sec., 5, Ebor Street, Selby. ,

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— A meeting 
will be held in the belfry of Southover, Lewes, on Satur­
day, September 6th. Tower open 3 p.m. Tea, by kind 
invitation, only to those who notify Mr. G. P. Elphick, 
66, Priory Street, Lewes, by previous Saturday.— S. E. 
Armstrong, Hon. Div. Sec.

‘ THE CHURCH BELLS OF BER K SH IR E.’ Part 
IV . Reprinted from the Journal of the Berks Archaeo­
logical Society. To be obtained from the author, Mr. 
Frederick Sharpe, Derwen, Launton, Bicester, Oxford­
shire. Price one shilling.

TROLLOPE'S ‘ COLLEGE YO U TH S9 I
A  H is to ry  o f  th e  S ociety

5/6 (post-free) from

‘ THE RINGING WORLD’ ^ nV sS ^ . BOAD

Gm & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FO R  N E W  C L O C K S , C H IM E  A D D IT IO N S , R EPAIR S 
O R  R E P A IN T IN G  O F  D IA LS .
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T 'F R E E  

f r o m  t h e  
R e v . E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

s. d.
COLLBCTION OF PEALS—Section I . (Odd-BeU Treble

Dominated Methods) .......................  - ............................ 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Doable Orford B ob ).......................  .........  .......................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section HI. (Double Norwich) ... 9 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS .............................. 1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B. ... ................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ..................................................................................... 11
METHOD SHEETS.—Stednjan and Grandsire Triples ........... 3

Cambridge Surprise Major .............. 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ................  ... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ..................................... 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ................  ....................... ' .....................................  2 O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ HOP E-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; ISO pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 2M pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

•STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
* STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope. 

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages. 
■ SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from 
M i s s  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N  
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s t o n ,  L a n c s

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR A N D  MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7fd. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E . S. and M . P O W E L L .

Containing full and oomplete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Priae:— .Com plete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 130pp., 2 7 9  
(* copies for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper oovers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /-).

Obta in a b le  on ly  p o st fre e  fr o m  Rev.’ E. S . POWELL, 
B ta v e rto n  V lo arag e , neap D aven try .

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANOLING AND NON STRETCHING
E st. 1 8 2 0  ■ ------ 1 Tel. 2400

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

Orcter yo u r Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rices  in cre a se , 
p r e -w a r  q u ality , and send  us y o u r  old  Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst n o t in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IKKSTAKD (&  in Solid Silver

Diameter 2iin 2fin< 3ii». 3}in. 4in. 4}in. 5in. 5iin  
Price 1 8 /6  22/6 28/8 3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /8  6 7 /8  78/6

The 5in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E . R U S S E L L  and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers o f many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  A  S o n s , M idland C lock  W o rk s , 

D erby, Ltd.
Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

the Proprietor by the Woodbradee Press, Ltd., Guiid- 
bahed by the Rous House PnbBshnie Co., Ltd.. Breams
Jon. T .C .t .

Printed far 
ford, and Pabhahed 

if*. London.
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Founders of the 
H E A V IE S T  B ELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

in
CANADA 

S. AFRICA 
NEW ZEALAND

Telephone 
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

T H E  P R E S E R V A T IO N  O F  B E L L S .
W e are glad to learn that associations in many parts 

of the country are taking up seriou|ly the question of the* 
preservation of <;hurch bells during the ban upon ring­
ing. W e understand that among the associations which 
contemplate immediately circularising the clergy is .the 
Yorkshire Association, in whose extensive area there are 
hundreds of rings of bells. Oxford and Kent are already 
taking action and others are moving in the matter. 
Those associations which have not already done so 
would be well advised to remind the responsible church 
authorities that their bells may suffer unless they take 
precautions, and in this connection it is important that 
it, is not only the clergy who have the care of bells in 
towers where there are association members who should 
fee approached, but also those who have bells and no 
ringers and those whose bells have been seldom rung. 
Indeed, it is even more important that these latter towers 
should receive attention because- they are almost certain 
to have suffered from earlier neglect, whereas where 
thefe are ringers and the bells were (ung up to the time 
of the ban there is unlikely to be the preliminary handi­
cap of previous cumulative neglect.'

Expert advice on what to do to preserve our church 
bells was given *0 our readers by the head of one of 
the leading firms of bell founders a little mor^ than a 
year ago, and, for the-benefit of those who did not take 
that advice to heart, we are reproducing the article in 
this issue, in the hope that it will be of further use. In 
concise language it deals with the best method of treat­
ing the bells and their fittings, and, if followed, the bells 
will be ready for immediate use when the time comes 
that they can be rung again.

To one point in the advice we would like to call special 
attention, in case there should be any misconception. Be­
cause bells, which happen to be hung in ball bearings, 
were expected to run for years with a minimum of atten­
tion— and in that way may, incidentally, have helped to 
make a certain number of lazy% steeplekeepers— it must 
not be assumed they now need no'attention because they 
are not being used. The very fact that they have re­
mained so long unmoved may render the bearings liable 
to deterioration through the breaking of the protective 
film o f ‘grease. It is not for lubrication that ball bear­
ings are packed in grease, but for the prevention of rust, 
and those bells which had not received attention for 
some time before the ban ought to get some attention 
without delay, if only as a matter of precaution. The 
painting of metal bell frames is also an important 
matter. Under normal conditions this is a thing which 

(C o n tin u e d  on  p a g e  398.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MAMUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most important Clocks 

in the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

‘ THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B ankfield  T e rra c e , B urley, Leeds.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e , 

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER'S BADGE,
'Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration, 

get. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45 /- 
H A L L  M A R KE D  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G IL T  O R W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/-

, Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, JEWELt“  *ND|ENGRAVER, 
Exact su e  6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in
• METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing World ’ Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKING.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

M a k e r to  S t . P a u l ’s  C a th e d r a l, W e stm in ste r  A b b e y , Im p e r ia l In s t i­
tu te , C a n te r b u r y , E d in b u rg h , S t .  A lb a n s , L in c o ln , D u rh a m , P e t e r ­
b o ro u g h , M elb o u rn e  (A u s tr a lia ) , B o c h e s te r , D u b lin , S t .  P a tr ic k 's , 

M a n ch ester, D u r b a n  a n d  W o rc e s te r  C a th e d ra ls , e tc ., e tc .

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

is frequently neglected. Nowadays when towerkeepers 
seldom, if ever, visit the bells it is likely to be the thing 
which least of all will receive attention. Steel and 
wrought iron frames are specially liable to rust and long 
neglect leads to certaifi trouble.

One other matter needs to be stressed, and that is the 
importance of getting the advice which may be proffered 
acted upon. It is an easy thing to send a circular; it is 
not so easy to ensure that it receives attention. Issued 
by an association, it goes out with the stamp of authority, 
but for lack of interest or, maybe, in ignorance, some 
clergy may not attach to it the importance it merits. In 
these things the help of the diocesan authorities should, 
if possible, be enlisted, and if Bishops or Archdeacons 
can be induced to call attention to the subject in the 
official monthly diocesan publications clergy who might 
otherwise pass ovej the matter in indifference, may be 
brought to realise that this is one thing in the care of 
church property that ought not to be neglected even in 
these times. The ringing associations in the past have 
not made all the use of the diocesan authorities and 
publications that they might have done; here is a case 
where very valuable aid might be secured.

W E S T  C O R N W A L L  B E L L S
To the Editor.

D e a r  S ir ,— T h e  to w e r in  th e  C a s t le  o f  S t . M ic h a e l’ s M o u n t, n e a r  
P e n za n ce , co n ta in s  s ix  o r  r a th e r  th e  re m a in s  o f  s ix  b e lls , o f  w h ich  
o n ly  on e, th e  te n o r  b y  J o h n  P e n n in g to n , 1640, is  h u n g  in  a  fra m e  fo r  
th e  clock t o  s tr ik e  on, a l l th e  o th e rs  ly in g  o n  th e  floor, th e  secon d  
a n d  th ir d  b ro k en . T h e ir  in scr ip tio n s  a re  :—

1. O E D O  P R O T E S T A T U U M .
(CO > M E A W A Y  M A K E  N O  D E L A Y  1785.
C H A R L E S  & J O H N  R U D H A L L  F E (C E R U N T ). 
S P I R I T U S  S A N C T U S  E S T  D E U S .
G A B R I E L  S A N O T F . P A U L E , O R A  P R O  N O B IS .
C R D O  V I R T U T U M  M A R I A .
F I L I U S  E S T  D E U S .
R A P H A E L  O R D O  A R C H A N G E L O R U M ,
•S A N C T A  M A R G A R E T A  O R A  P R O  N O B I S .

6. S U L I  D E O  D E T U R  G L O R I A  1640 I .P .

iT h e  o r ig in a l te n o r  w a s  in scr ib e d  ‘ P a t e r  E st 
5eus ’ an d  p ro b a b ly  th e  n a m e  ‘  M ic h a e l ’ a lso  

a p p e a re d  on it .)
I t  is, th e re fo re , im p o ssib le  w ith in  th e  p a s t  se v e n ty  y e a rs  to  h ave  

h e a rd  th e  s ix  b e lls  r u n g  in  p eal.
I t  is  p ro b a b le  t h a t  th e  six  b e lls  h e a rd  b y  y o u r  corresp o n d en t w e re  

th o se  o f L u d g v a n , ly in g  a b o u t  tw o  m iles  n o rth  o f  th e  M o u n t, fro m  
w h en ce  ‘ s to n e y  ’ or c a ll ch a n g es  m a y  b e  lia a rd , b u t  n o t  even  six  
ch a n g e s  o f  G ra n d sire  D o u b les. ‘  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H .’

S im ila r  in fo rm a tio n  a s  to  S t . M ic h a e l’s  b e lls  h a s  b een  s e n t to  us 
b y  th e  R e v . C . J . S tu rto n  fro m  an  a c co u n t co m piled  b y  his u n cle , th e  
la te  M r .  J .  R . J e rra m , o f  S a lisb u r y , w ho d u rin g  h is  life tim e  con ­
tr ib u te d  m a n y  a r tic le s  on th e  h is to ry  o f fa m o u s r in g s  o f b e lls  to  ‘ T h e  
R in g in g  W o r ld .’

T H E  S I L E N T  T O W E R .
F o r r a b u r y , a n o th e r  C o rn ish  co a st c h u r c h , h a s  w h a t  is lo c a lly  k n o w n  

as  ‘  T h e 1 S ile n t  T o w e r .’ I t s  o n e  b e ll, h a n g in g  in a  m assive  to w er 
th a t  'a lm o st d w a r fs  th e  l i t t le  ch u rch , co n ta in s  one b e ll, 17 3 in ches in  
d ia m e te r , in scrib ed  ‘ J o h n  T in k , 1812.’

H e re  is th e  le g e n d  o f  th e  to w e r as  re c o rd e d  b y  M r. J e r r a m  :—
* F o r  som e y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  ch u rch  w a s  b u ilt  th e r e  w e re  no b ells  in 

th e  to w e r. In  p rocess o f  tim e  th e  p eop le  b ecam e d issatisfied  w ith  th is  
s ta te  o f  tilin g s . A c c o rd in g ly  m on ey w a s co lle cte d  a n d  a fin e p eal o f 
b e lls  w a s  o rd ered  fro m  a m ediaeval L o n d o n  fo u n d er.

* In  d u e  tim e  th e  b e lls  w ere  c a s t  a n d  sh ip p ed  to  F o r r a b u r y . A f t e r  
a m o st p rosp ero u s v o y a g e  th e  sh ip  a r r iv e d  in  s ig h t o f  la n d . T h e  
p eop le  on shore w a tc h e d  i t  m a k in g  it s  w a y  in to  th e  b a y .

‘ O n b o a rd , h o w ever, a n  u p ro a r  w a s ta k in g  p la c e . T h e  p ilo t, a 
d e v o u t m a n , l i f t e d  his h a t  a n d  th a n k e d  G o d  fo r  th e  s a fe  a n d  p ros­
p erou s v o y a g e . B u t  th e  c a p ta in , a  b p m b a stic  in fid e l, re v ile d  th e  p ilo t, 
a n d  sa id  t h a t  i t  w a s  o n ly  liis  ow n s k il l  as  a  n a v ig a to r  a n d  th e  
effic ien cy o f th e  crew  t h a t  th e y  h a d  t o  th a n k  fo r  th e ir  s a fe  a r r iv a l in  
s ig h t o f  la n d . T h e  p ilo t  r e b u k e d  th e  c a p ta in , b u t  h e  o n ly  re p e a te d  
h is  b o a s tfu l assertio n  w ith  b lasp h em o u s o a th s  an d  cu rses.

‘ A t  th is  m om en t clo u d s  s u d d e n ly  g a th e re d , a n d  th e  w in d  rose  to  
a  g a le , an d  an  im m en se se a  sw a m p e d  th e  sh ip . T o  t h e  h o rro r  o f  th e  
p eop le  on sh ore she w e n t dow n in  an  in s ta n t. O f  a l l  th e  cre w  th e  
p ilo t o n ly  w a s  sa v ed .

‘ T h e  b e lls  w e re  n e v e r  re c o v e re d  a n d  t o  th is  d a y  F o r r a b u r y  to w e r 
o n ly  possesses one sm a ll b e ll, w ith  th e  a p p r o p r ia te  in scr ip tio n , Jo h n  
T in k , 18 12.’

2.
3.
4.

5.
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H A N D B E L L  P E A L S .
F E L S T E A D , E S S E X .

T H E  E S S E X  A S S O C IA T I O N .

On Sunday, August 10, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty Minutes,
A t  S a c k f o r d s , M o l e h i l l  G r e e n ,

A  P E A L  O F  B O B  M A J O R , 8024 C H A N G E S ;
T e n o r s iz e  14  in  D .

• A l b e r t  C a t t b r w e l l  . . .  1-2  I L e w i s  W . W i f f e n  ..............  5-6
C h r i s t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  3-4 | f M i s s  H i l d a  G . S n o w d e n  7-8 

C o m p o s e d  b y  S . H .  W o o d .  C o n d u c te d  b y  C .  W .  W o o l l e y .
*  F ir s t  p e a l o f  M a jo r  a w a y  fr o m  th e  te n o rs . + F ir s t  p e a l o ir h a n d -  

b e lls . 100t h  p e a l as co n d u cto r.

S U R F L E E T , L I N C O L N S H I R E .
T H E  L I N C O L N  D I O C E S A N  G U I L D .

On Sunday, August 10, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty Minutes,
A t  G l y n  G a r t h ,

A  P E A L  O F  B O B  M A J O R , 5040 C H A N G E * j  
T e n o r  s ize  14  in  E .

M r s .  J a c i ^ B r a y  . . .  . . .  . . .  1-2 I J a c k  B r a y ...................... . . . .  5-6
R u p e r t  R i c h a r d s o n ..............  3-4 | * P .  M i c h a e l  F r e e m a n  . . .  7-8

C o m p o s e d  b y  F .  A . H o l d e n . C o n d u c te d  b y  R d p e r t  R ic h a r d s o n .
*  F ir s t  p e a l a w a y  fro m  th e  tr e b le s .

B O O K I N G , E S S E X .
T H E  E S S E X  A S S O C IA T I O N .

On Monday, August 11, 1941, in Two Hours and Forty-Nine Minutes, 
A t  1 1 , A l i c e  C o t t a g e s ,

A  P E A L  O F  B O B  R O Y A L ,  5040 C H A N G E S !
T e n o r s ize  18 in  G .

R o n a l d  S u c k l i n g  .............. 1-2 I C h r i s t o p h e r  W .  W o o l l e y  5-6
B a s i l  R e d g w b l l ........................ 3-4 | L e w i s  W . W i f f k n  ..............  7-8

A l b e r t  W i f f e n ........................9-10
A r r a n g e d  a n d  C o n d u c te d  b y  C ,  W .  W o o l l e y .

B R I S T O L .
T H E  G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R I S T O L  D I O C E S A N  A S S O C IA T I O N . 

( B r i s t o l  G u i l d  o f  H a n d b e l l  R i n g e r s .)

On Tuesday, August 12, 1941, T*i Two Hours and Eight Minutes,
I n t h e  R in g in g  C h a m b e r  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . J o h n -o n -t h e - W a l l  

A  P E A L  O F  D O U B L E S ,  6040 C H A N G E S ;
C o m p ris in g  12  six-scores o f  P la in  B o b  a n d  30 o f  G ra n d sire , w ith  14 
d iffe re n t c a llin g s . T e n o r  s ize  1 5  in  C .

T h o m a s  H a r r i s ........................  1-2  | A l b e r t  M . T y l e r  ..............  3-4
D o n a l d  G .  C l i f t  . . .  .* . . .  5-6 

C o n d u c te d  b y  D o n a l d  G . C l i f t .
F ir s t  p e a l o f D o u b le s  ‘ in  h a n d  ’ b y  a ll, b y  t h e  G u ild , a n d / first p e a l 

‘ in  h a n d  ’ a s  oon ductor.

E N F I E L D , M I D D L E S E X .
T H E  M I D D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T I O N  A N D  L O N D O N  

,  D I O C E S A N  G U I L D .

On Tuesday, August 12,1941, in Two Hours and Nineteen Minutes, * 
A t  24 , S u f f o l k  R o a d .

A  P E A L  O F  B O B  M A J O R , 6050 C H A N G E S ;

M r s .  J . T h o m a s ........................ 1-2  I M r s .  G . W . F l e t c h e r  . . .  5-6
J o h n  T h o m a s  ........................ 3-4 | I s a a c  J . A t t w a t e r  ..............  7-8

C o m p o s e d  b y  F .  B e n n e t t . -  C o n d u c te d  b y  Jo h n  T h o m a s . 
R u n g  a s  a  b ir th d a y  p e a l to  M rs. J .  T h o m a s.

S W I N D O N , W I L T S .
T H E  G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R I S T O L  D I O C E S A N  A S S O C IA T I O N .

, ( H i g h c l i f f b  S o c i e t y .)

On Saturday, August 16, 1941, in Two Hours and Forty-Two Minutes, 
A t  H i g h c l i f f e ,  8 1 , C o u n t y  R o a d ,

A  P E A L  O P  B O B  M A J O R , 6040 C H A N G E S ;
T e n o r size  14 in  C .

D e n n is  W . S .  S m o u t ..............  1-2  I I v o r  C .  N . B e l l . . . . . . .  . . .  j -6
J a c k  S .  R o b e r t s ........................ 3-4 | R e v .  M . C .  C .  M e l v i l l e  . . .  7-8
C o m p o s e d  b y  E .  M . A t k i n s . C o n d u c te d  b y  R b v .M .  C .  C .  M b l v i l l e  

F irst p e a l b y  th e  s o c ie ty .

R A D L E Y , B E R K S H I R E .
T H E  O X F O R D  D IO O E S A N  G U I L D .

• On Sunday, August 17, 1941, in Two Hours andTwenty-Nine Minutes,
A t  t h e  S c h o o l  H o u s e ,

A  P E A L  O F  B O B  M A J O R , 6040 C H A N G E S ;
T e n o r s ize  14  in  D .

• W i l l i a m  L .  B .  L b e s b  . . .  1-2 I R . G o r d o n  C r o s s  ..............  5-6
t M i s s  M a r i e  R ,  C r o s s  . . .  3-4 | ’ M r s .  R .  G .  C r o s s  ..............  7-8

C o m p o s e d  b y  H .  H o w l e t t . C o n d u c te d  b y  R . G .  C r o s s .
*  F ir s t  p e a l, t  F i r s t  p e a l o f  M a jo r  ‘ in  h a n d .’ F ir s t  Ijan dbell p eal 

as  co n d u cto r.
(C o n tin u e d  in  n e x t  co lum n .)

T H E  D E V O N  G U IL D .
M E E T I N G  A T  T E D B U R N  S T , M A R Y ,

T h o se  w ho h a v e  m oto red  fro m  E x e te r  to  O k e h a m p to n  m u st h a v e  
b een  im p ressed  b y  th e  v ie w  o f  T e d b u m ’s  t a l l  to w e r, on th e  n o r th  sid e 
o f  a  n a rro w  v a lle y  a n d  s ta n d in g  a m id  a  p a n o ra m a  o f  n e a t ly  h ed ge- 
ro w ed  fields.

T h e  sa n d sto n e  to w e r, o f  th e  D e c o ra te d  p e rio d , co n ta in s  s ix  b e lls  
w h ic h  h a v e  n o t b een  ru n g  fo r  70 y e a rs . T h e  ch u rch  is  a s  fin e  a s  a n y  
v illa g e  ch u rch  a n d  in  th e  v a le  b e lo w  n e stle s  one o f  th e  m o st d e lig h t fu l 
o ld , b ig  re c to rie s , w ith  s ta b le  acco m m od a tio n  fo r  h a lf  a  d o zen  
horses. T h e  ch a rm  o f th e  g a rd e n s  a n d  la w n s  is  im p ressiv e . A t  th is  
p la c e , th e  hom e o f th e  h o nou red  a n d  e s te e m e d  p re s id e n t o f t h e  G u ild  
o f  D e vo n sh ire  R in g e r s , th e  R e v . P r e b e n d a r y  E . V .  C o x, th e  E x e te r  
B r a n c h  h e ld  th e ir  su m m er m e e tin g , a n d  e v e ry  m e m b e r p re s e n t w a s 
im p ressed  a n d  p lea sed .

T h e  co m p a n y  to o k  p a r t  in  h a n d b e ll p ra c tic e  a n d  clo ck  g o lf  b e fo re  
th e  serv ice , a t ' ’w h ic h  P r e b . C o x  o fficiated . A  to u c h  o f G ra n d sir e  
T r ip le s  an d  a  re c o rd  o f a  course o f G ra n d sire  C a te r s  in  t h e  to w e r 
com m en ced  th e  p roceed in g s. I n  h is  ad d ress  P r e b . C o x  r e fe r r e d  to  th e  
u n r in g a b l6 b e lls  an d  sa id  tw o  w e re  c a s t  b y  W o r th , tw o  b y  P e n n in g to n  
a n d  tw o  b y  M e a rs . T h e  te n o r  h a s  o n ly  a  h a lf-w h e e l. H e  r e fe r r e d  
also to  a  fr o n ta l c lo th , w h ic h  w a s  a  co p y  o f p a r t  o f a  cope d isco v ered  
som e 70 y e a r s  ag o  b y  a  fo rm e r recto r.” T h e  o r ig in a l is  n o w  in  th e  
k e e p in g  o f th e  S o u th  K e n s in g to n  M u seu m . T h e  th e m e  o f h is  address 
w a s  lo y a lty  to  o u r K in g , lo v e  o f  o u r  C h u rc h  a n d  h o n e sty .

M rs. C o x  a n d  h er s ta ff  p ro v id e d  a n  a m p le  te a , p a stie s , h o n e y  a n d  
w h a t n o t. H e r  cook m u st b e  a n  a d e p t  in  h e r  c r a f t ,  o verco m in g  a l l 
ra t io n in g  d ifficu lties, a n d  e v e ry  h u n g r y  r in g e r  w a s  satisfied .

C h a irm a n  E . J .  R y le  a c te d  as s e c r e ta r y  in  th e  u n a v o id a b le  ab sence 
o f  W illia m  H . H ow e. M essrs. C h a r le s  E . L i l le y , J im  a n d  M rs. L ille y , 
C h a r le y  G la ss, T o m  L a v e r , B i l l  R ic h a rd so n  and. F . H . G a r d n e r  w ere  
in  th e  co m p a n y . T h e r e  w e re  to o  fe w  o f  th e  y o u n g  b r ig a d e  a n d  fo r 
t h a t  w e  m u st b la m e  th e  w a r . M r. W . S .'L e tJ ib r id jje , o f S t . D a v id ’s, 
E x e te r , w a s  re -e le c te d  as a m em b er, an d  i t  w a s  d ecid ed  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  
m e e tin g  sh ou ld  t a k e  p la c e  a t  S t . S id w e ll’s, E x e te r , on D ece m b e r 6tli.

M r. L a v e r  re a d  a  le t te r  h e  h a d  re c e iv e d  fro m  M r. J . H . G o d fre y , 
se c r e ta r y  o f  th e  E a s t D evo n  B r a n c h . T h e r e - w a s  a  g e n e r a l expression  
o f  p le a su re  t h a t  M r. G o d fr e y  w a s  b e t te r .  M r. A .  E . S e a r le  se n t 
ap o lo g ie s  fo r  h is  ab sence.

H e a r t y  v o te  o f  th a n k s  w ere  g iv e n  th e  o r g a n is t  a n d  ch o ir, w h o, 
th o u g h  fe w  in  n u m b e r, co n tr ib u te d  so m u ch  to  th e  d e lig h t fu l serv ice . 
T h e  P r e b e n d a r y  a n d  M rs. C o x  w e re  th a n k e d  fo r  th e ir  k in d  h o sp ita lity  
a n d  th e  serv ice . M o re  h a n d b e ll p ra c tic e  en d ed  a  m ost e n jo y a b le  
a fte rn o o n . *  • F . C . S .

V A R I A T I O N  A N D  T R A N S P O S IT IO N .
,  To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— O nce up on  a  tim e , in  th e  y e a r  1936 to  b e  e x a c t, a  p ro lific  
w r ite r , a t  th e  ex p en se  o f th e  C e n tr a l C o u n cil o f  C h u rc h  B e llrra g e rs , 
w ro td  a  b o o k le t, th e  t i t le  o f  w h ic h  is  th e  h e a d in g  o f  th is  p a p e r . In  
th is  b o o k le t t h e  w r ite r  g iv e s  tw o  p e a ls :  (1) A  p e a l  o f  D o u b le  N o rw ic h  
C o u rt B o b  M a jo r  b y  th e  la t e  N . J .  P it s to w ;  (2J a  p e a l o f B o b  M a jo r  
(s lig h tly  a lte re d ) b y  G a b rie l L in d o ff. O f th e s e  tw o  p e a ls  th e  w r ite r  
( I  a m  q u o tin g  fro m  th e  b o o k let) s a y s :  ‘ T h e s e  tw o  com position s look 
q u ite  d iffe r e n t ;  a c tu a lly  th e y  a r e  th e  sa m e  ancj th e y  co n ta in  e x a c tly  
th e  sa m e  lea d -en ds, b u t  in  a  d iffe re n t o r d e r .’

I f  th e  w r ite r  o f  th e  b o o k le t h a d  k n o w n  a n y th in g  o f  ro u n d  b lo c k s  
a n d  tra n sp o sitio n s  in p e a l co m po sition s he w o u ld  n o t h a v e  m ad e th is  

' f a ls e  s ta te m e n t.
T fcere  a r e  p ro b a b ly  m a n y  p e a ls  t h a t  c o n ta in  th e  sam e Q  4 e ts , th e  

sam e cou rse-h ead s, th e  sam e le a d -h e a d s  a s  in  th e  tw o  p e a ls  g iv e n , 
b u t  t h a t  does n o t m a k e  th e m  ‘ a c tu a lly  th e  sa m e  “ as s ta te d  b y  th e  
w r ite r . ,  '

B y  ro u n d  b lo c k s  a n d  tra n sp o s itio n s  in  p e a l co m po sition s i t  is  p ossible  
to  p r o v e  w h e th e r  o r  n o  a n y  tw o  p e a ls  a t e  a c tu a lly  th e  sam e.

G E O R G E  B A K E R .
B r ig h to n  *

H A N D B E L L  P E A L S
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p revio u s  co lum n .)

B R I S T O L . -1-  

T H E  G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R I S T O L  D I O C E S A N  A S S O C IA T I O N . 

On Sunday, August 17, 1941, in Tw o H ours and T h irty Minutes,
A t 2 1 , W athen  R oad , S t . A nd r e w ’ s ,

A PEAL OF G R A N D S IR E  T R I P L E S ,  6040 C H A N G E S l
P arker ’ s T w e l v e -part  (7 th  o b s e r v a tio n ) . T e n o r  s iz e  15 in  C . 

A lbbrt M . T ylbr  . . .  . . .  1-2  I L / c  F .  C .  S horter , R . A . S . C .  5-6
• W i l f r e d  W i l l i a m s .............. 3-4 | D o n a ld  G. C l i f t  ............  7.8

C o n d u c te d  b y  W ilfred  W il lia m s .
*  F ir s t  peal- in  th e  m e th o d  on h a n d b e lls  a n d  f ir s t  h a n d b e ll p e a l as 

co n d u c to r. A r r a n g e d  an d  ru n g  a s  a  b ir th d a y  co m p lim en t to  th e  r in g e r  
o f  7-8. T h e  b a n d  w ish  to  a sso cia te  th e  n a m e s o f  M r. T . H a r r is  a n d  
M r. R . G , B r y a n t  w ith  th is  p e a l, t h e y  k in d ly  s ta n d in g  dow n fo r  th e  
v is ito rs .
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T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL .
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p a g e  389.)

BIBLIOGRAPHY.
Of all the early members of the Council none seemed 

more likely to take a leading part in its activities than 
Edward F. Strange. He was of a rather better class and 
education than the ordinary ringers, he was ambitious 
and he had marked ability. He held a position in the 
National Art Library of the South Kensington Museum, 
and lived in one or the southern or south-western suburbs. 
Where he learned to ring I do not kn6w, but early he 
mixed with the London ringers, and he joined the Society 
of College Youths. At the time there was 'much in the 
metropolitan societies, and in London ringing generally, 
which would strike a young and grdent man as undesir­
able, and he set himself the task of improving matters. 
In 1884 he published anonymously a series of short 
articles in ‘ The Bell News,’ which he called Thumbnail 
Sketches, and which were intended to satirise the foibles 
and eccentricities of some of the characters to be met in 
London steeples.

He professed to be dealing with types, not with indi­
viduals, but his shafts went home in many instances; 
and since he was anxious to keep on good terms with the 
College Youths and his anonymity was difficult to main­
tain, after a time he thought it prudent to drop the 
series.

One of his complaints was that there was little chance 
of a young newcomer getting *into the inner circle unless 
he was prepared to do a great deal of toadying and treat­
ing at the meeting place. He himself rang some peals of 
Grandsire Triples with more( outlying bands, but except 
on one or two occasions he never had a chance of a teh- 
bell peal, and ten-bell ringing was his ambition.

It is impossible to say how far he was a competent 
practical ringer, but he evidently did not succeed in 
getting a place in the inner circle, and that probably had 
something to do with the renewal of his hostile criticism. 
He published a very unfavourable account of ringing in 
the metropolitan steeples. There was no change rjnging 
at all at Bow, St. Bride’s, or Cripplegate; an occasional 
practice at Cornhill and St. Paul’s ; and at St. Saviour’s 
thirty or forty members in the meeting room, and only 
five or six of the youngest outside the tower, * who wait 
about on the bare chance of some extraordinary circum­
stance procuring them a touch on twelve.’

Things in the ten-bell towers were no better. 4 Out 
of thirteen there-were only two in which a pupil could 
make sure of a touch oh ten.

From criticising the ringing, Strange went on to criti­
cise the way the Society of College Youths was con­
ducted, and as he was supported by a few more malcon­
tents, the older members were compelled to take action. 
Strange dropped his anonymity ̂ and admitted his respon­
sibility for all the letters and articles; he was therefore 
summoned under rule ten to appear before the society 
and answer for his conduct.

The result was a foregone conclusion. Nominally 
Strange was on trial; actually he was the accuser, and the 
accused were the men who would give the verdict and 
pronounce the sentence. He was expelled from the 
society.

When the Cefitral Council was founded, Strange was 
elected to represent the Surrey Association. He was one 
of the candidates for the office of secretary, tjut, as 
already mentioned, he was rejected. He owed his defeat

undoubtedly to the opposition of the College Youths, and 
in the long run it was a good thing, for the failure of the 
man who was appointed cleared the way for the election 
at the second meeting of Earle Bulwer, who was not only 
a thoroughly competent man, but was the most likely per­
son to work in harmony and understanding with Hey­
ward.

Strange moved the resolution defining a peal on seven 
bells which led to the most important debate at the first 
meeting. For the second meeting he gave notice of a 
motion,  ̂That it is expedient to publish a bibliography or 
catalogue of books relating to bells and ringing, and that 
a committee be instructed to confer and report as to how 
this can best be done.’

This motion was carried at Birmngham with the 
amendment that the matter should be left to th» Stand­
ing Committee on the understanding that Strange him­
self would undertake the work. He had said that his 
‘ position in the National Art Library gave him facilities 
for undertaking a work of the nature, which were prob­
ably possessed by few others.’

The preparation and publishing of a catalogue of books 
on bells and ringing would seem at first sight a fairly 
simple and straightforward matter, but directly the job 
is undertaken difficulties appear. To be of any real use, 
the catalogue must be a full and fairly exhaustive one. 
It is easy enough to make a list of the well-known books, 
but to deal with the rare and little-known ones entails a 
lot of research work and the expenditure of much time 
and patience. It is not time that can be taken from odd 
leisure hours, for it must be spent in great libraries and 
in places that are not usually readily accessible to the 
worker. ^

Strange started well. In April, 1895 , he published in 
‘ The Bell News ’ a list of seventy books on bells and 
ringing which are included in the National Art Library 
at South Kensington. But then he had practically ex­
hausted all his opportunities for gathering information, 
and the work flagged. His enthusiasm died dotvn, he 
began to lose interest in ringing, and after 1900 he ceased 
t^ be a member of the Council. Beyond the published 
list, his work on bibliography was lost to the Exercise.

After a while, R. A. Daniell undertook to carry on the 
work with the help of Henry Dains. His experience was 
much the same as Strange’s, except .that he worked at 
the British Museum library. There is, of course, no 
place like it in the kingdom, but the great number of books 
and the size and complexity of the catalogues make any 
research work there a job for an expert or, at any rate, 
for one who is prepared to spend a vast amount of time 
and patience.

Daniell published a short list of books on ringing to be 
found at Bloomsbury, and then nothing mj -̂e was heard 
about the matter.

In more recent years I was able to complete to some 
extent these men’s work, and, chiefly because I did not 
set out with the deliberate intention of forming a cata­
logue of bell literature. When I started tA write a his­
tory of London bells and ringers, the subject was as yet 
untouched. I had to gather all my material from a very 
large number of sources, and that meant much research 
work among little-known books and periodicals. I spent 
many hours at the British Museum, and, as I kept a care­
ful accQunt of all the books I consulted, I got together a ' 
list of several hundreds which contain more or less re­
ferences.to bells and ringing, or gave some particulars

(C o n tin u e d  on n e s t  p&g«.)
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R . A .  D A N I E L L 'S  W O R K  F O R  T H E  C O U N C I L .

(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p re v io u s  p a g e .)
of the lives of ringers of bygone years. I calendared 
these books with short note^ of what they contain, and, 
having bound the sheets, I gave them to the Central 
Council library.

Something more could be done to improve my cata­
logue, but it is a fairly full and comprehensive guide to 
all the books and magazine articles which have been pub­
lished and relate to bells and bellringing. It is available 
for the use of afiyone who needs such a guide.

Robert A rtlw  Daniell was an outstanding example of 
the fact that imerest in bells and ringing is not confined 
to one class of man or to those who are practical ringers. 
His knowledge of both the art and the science of change 
ringing was but small, y e t  he was for many year's an 
active member of ,the London Exercise; he took a leading 
part in the Central Council; and he earned a distinguished 
place in the history of ringing as a^writer. -

He was a Cambridge University man and a solicitor by 
profession. He early became connected with the belfry 
of St. Mary Abbot’s, Kensington, when the band there 
rang nothing but stoney.

Daniell afterwards took up change ringing, but he did 
not progress very far. He rang the seventh to one peal 
of Bob Major at St. Andrew’s, Cambridge, with the Uni­
versity Guild. It was not, it would seem, a very good 
peal. .

The social life of the London societies attracted him 
strongly, and he was for Jong a leading man among the 
Cumberlands and for a time in the St. James’ Society.

It was this interest that supplied the motive for his 
main activities. He made himself the champion of the 
old societies against those (and especally Arthur T. King)

who wished to reorganise the London Exercise on the 
lines of the great provincial associations, and against 
those who said that ringers of past days were a drunken 
and disorderly lot. ^

This led him to study the history of the Exercise, and 
here he did good and original work. Ot;her men had 
written well and learnedly about the history of bells. A 
few, notably Jasper Snowdon, had written about the his­
tory of change ringing. But no one had tried to give an 
account of the old ringers as men, or to describe them in 
relationship to the times they lived in.

It was a subject well worth study, and Daniell deserves 
praise for having undertaken it ; but his work is marred 
by the fact that he wrote to support the opinions he had 
already formed. He went to the past to find justification 
for his views on the present. ' He had not the true his­
torian’s gift of looking at events and men objectively; 
he was too often intent on controverting some other 
writer’s opinion; and he was much.too rambling and 
diffuse in his writing.

His most ambitious work wag an attempt to show that 
chapge ringing is and always has been essentially a 
secular affair and should remain* so. Much of his con­
tention was perfectly sound, but he missed the real causes 
which led to the conditions he described.

For several years he was a frequent contributor to the 
pages of ‘ The Bell News.’ Some of his articles con­
tained an excessive amount of padding, but many of them 
were good and valuable additions to an important and 
much neglected side of the history of the Exercise.

R. A. Daniell represented the Society of Cumberland 
Youths on the Central Council from 1900 to 1911 , and 
was an honorary member from 1912 to 1923 . He died in 
1938 .

LOUGHBOROUGH

T H E

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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MEARS & 
STAINBANK,

'  F o u n d r y _  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 6 7 0

(12 th  y e a r  
o f  r e ig n  o f  

E l iz a b e t h ) .  5

IB e llfo u n d e rs  St 
IB e l l  h a n g e r s ,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

T e le p h o n e  B is h o p s g a te  8 8 4 9

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
4 8  o w t. O qr. 5  lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E LLS
in sets of any number.

------------- +
BELL ROPES, MUFFLES, &c.

B E L F R Y  G O S S IP .
F o r  th e  firs t  t im e  in  h is to ry  so f a r  a s  w e  k n o w  a  m e e tin g  is  to  b e  

held  a t  C ro w th o rn e , B e rk s , on S a tu r d a y , A u g u s t  30th. C ro w th o rn e  
C h u rc h  h a s  o n ly  on e b ell, b u t  i t s  Y ic a r  is  on e o f  th e  m o st p o p u la r 
a n d  re v e re d  fig u re s  in  th e  E xerc ise— C a n o n  G . F .  C o le rid g e . W e  hope 
th e  M a s te r  o f  th e  O x fo rd  G u ild  w ill h a v e  a  b u m p e r m e e tin g .

W e  h a v e  re c e iv e d  a  le t te r  fro m  M r . . P e t e r  L a flin  w h ic h  confirm s 
w h a t  M r. T y le r  sa id  la s t  w e e k  a b o u t S in g le  O x fo rd  B o b  M a jo r . T h e  
la te  M r. A . T . B e e sto n  m a d e  a  m ista k e  in  th e  y e a r .

T h e  H ig h cliffe  S o c ie ty , w h ich  w a s  fo rm e d  la s t  F eb ru a ry^  h a v e  ru n g  
th e ir  firs t  p e a l, a n d  re v e a le d  th e  id e n ti ty  o f  som e o f  th e ir  m em b ers. 
M essrs. S m o u t a n d  B e l l  a r e  14  a n d  16 y e a r s  old  re s p e c tiv e ly . T h ese  
an d  o th e r  m em b ers  o f th e  so c ie ty  h a v e  ru n g  a  la r g e  v a r ie t y  o f 
m eth o d s, in c lu d in g  S e x tu p le s  a n d  S p lic e d  S u rp rise  M a jo r .

O n A u g u s t  5th , 1882, H o lt ’s  O r ig in a l w a s  c a l M  a t  C h r is t  C h u rch , 
E a lin g , b y  W illia m  B a ro n . I t  w a s  th e  first p e a l Hy th e  W e s t  M id d lesex  
A sso cia tio n , w h ich  la te r  on w a s  a b so rb e d  in to  th e  M id d lesex  A sso cia ­
tio n . I t  w a s  M r. W . H . F u s s e ll’s  f irs t  p e a l a n d  th e  firs t  b y  J o h n  
B a sd e n  a n d  F . G . G o d d a rd , b o th  a fte r w a r d s  w ell-k n o w n  r in g e r?  in  
th e  d is tr ic t . J .  J .  P a r k e r  r a n g  th e  secon d.

O n  A u g u s t  1 7 th , 1812, a  p e a l o f 5,000 ch a n g es  o f  ̂ O x fo rd  T r e b le  
B o b  R o y a l w a s  ru n g  a t  S t .  M ic h a e l’s, C o v e n try , ‘ to  c e le b r a te  th e

t lorio u s v ic to r y  \ o b ta in e d  b y  L o rd  W e llin g to n  o ver th e  French^ at 
a la m a n c a .’ J o se p h  K e e n e  c a lle d  i t  a n d  som e o f  th e  b a n d  ca m e fro m  

B irm in g h a m .
A  t a b le t  in  th e  b e l fr y  o f  K e ig h le y  C h u rch , Y o r k s h ir e , sa y s  t h a t  on 

A u g u s t 18th , 18 11, e ig h t  r in g e rs  o f th e  to w n  r a n g  ‘ 5,376 c h a n g e s  of 
t h a t  m ost in tr ic a te  p e a l C a m b r id g e  S u rp rise , b e in g  th e  f ir s t  tr u e  p e a l 
in  t h a t  m eth o d  e v e r  r u n g  in  th e  N o r th  o f  E n g la n d .’ I t  w a s, h o w ever, 
fa lse .
* A  n e w  r in g  o f  th e  b e lls  c a s t  b y  L e s te r  a n d  P a c k , o f W h ite c h a p e l, 
fo r  Y o r k  M in ster, *w as open ed  o n  A u g u s t 19th , 1765, b y  t h e  N o r w ic h , 
S c h o la rs , w ho h a d  m a d e  th e  lo n g  jo u r n e y  to  th e  N o r th  fo r  th e  p u r-

g jse . T h e y  d id  n o t  a t te m p t a  p e a l, b u t  r a n g  a  lo n g  to u c h  o f  P la in  
ob R o y a l. S a m u e l T u r n e r  w a s  th e  b e llh a n g e r . H e  w a s  o n e  o f  a 

fa^ nily w h o  w o rk e d  M r m a n y  y e a r s  in  co n ju n ctio n  w ith  t h e  W h ite ­
ch a p el F o u n d r y  an d  m a d e  m a n y  go od  fra m e s .

T o -d a y  is  th e  189th a n n iv e rs a ry  o f  th e  f irs t  tim e  H o lt ’s  O r ig in a l w a s  
ca lle d  b y  a m an  w ho also  to o k  p a r t  in  th e  r in g in g . I t  w a s  a t  S t . 
M ic h a e l’s, C o sla n y , N o rw ich .

T h e  second p e a l o f  S te d m a n  C a te rs  ever ru n g  w a s  co n d u c ted  a t  
S t . L e o n a r d ’s, S h o re d itch , b y  J o h n  R e e v e s  w ith  a  b a n d  o f C u m b e rla n d  
Y o u th s  on A u g u s t  23rd, 1788.

F i f t y  y e a r s  a g o  to -d a y  th r e e  p e a ls  w e re  r u n g . T h e y  co n sisted  o f 
on e ea ch  o f  G ra n d sire  T r ip le s , S te d m a n  T r ip le s  a n d  B o b  M a jo r .

T H E  T E R M  ‘ B O B .’
H O W  D ID  I T  O R I G I N A T E ?

To the E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— M r. H e n ry  H u b b a r d ’s d efin itio n  o f  th e  te r m  ‘ B o b ,’ 

in  y o u r  issue o f A u g u s t  8th , a lth o u g h  w r itt e n  in  p e r fe c t  l i t e r a r y  s ty le , 
m issesfc  p o in t, in  m v  opin ion , a b o u t th e  firs t uses o f  th e  w o rd . W h en  
I  w a s  v e r y  y o u n g  I  w e n t fish in g  w ith  a  b e n t p in  a n d  a  co rk  fo r  a  
flo a t, w h ic h  w o u ld  bob w h en  th e r e  w a s  a b ite , a lso  w h en  p la y in g  sn o w ­
b a ll I  w o u ld  b o b  m y  h e a d  to  p re v e n t b e in g  h it  in  th e  fa c e .

T h is  is  ju s t  w h a t  h a p p e n s to  th e  lin e  d ra w n  o f  a  w o rk in g  b e l l  in , 
sa y , B o b  M a jo r .

I b e lie ve  w hen  ch a n g e  r in g in g  b e g a n  th e  r in g e r  o f  th e  tr e b le  w o u ld  
c a ll, w h en  he ca m e  to  le a d , ‘ N o w  b o b ,’  m e a n in g , o f  cou rse, ‘ N o w  
d o d g e .’

So  ‘ B o b  ’ a n d  ‘ D o d g e  ’ a t  on e tim e  h a d  th e  sam e m e a n in g .
G . E . S Y M O N D S .

Ip sw ich . •

T H E  F I R S T  P E A L  O F  H E R E W A R D  B O B  M A J O R .
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— A s  on e w ho h a s  su p p o rte d  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r ld  ’ sin ce 
it s  f ir s t  n u m b e r, a llo w  m e to  c o n g r a tu la te  y o u  o n  th e  in te r e s tin g  
item s y o u  co n tin u e  to  b r in g  fo r w a r d  to  fill i t s  co lu m n s w e e k  b y  w eek .

I  r e g r e t  th e  S to c k p o r t h a n d b e ll b a n d  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a b le  fo r  v a rio u s  
rea so n s to  fo r w a r d  y o u  a n y  p e a ls  fo r  in se rtio n , b u t , se e in g  y o u r  p ith y  
‘ p a rs  ’ w eek  b y  w e e k , I  th o u g h t  p e rh a p s  y o u  co u ld  m en tio n  th e  r e ­
co rd in g  o f  th e  firs t  p e a l o f  H e r e w a r d  Bod M a jo r , r u n g  a t  R e d d ish  
on T h u rs d a y , A u g u s t  20th, 1914. T h e  com p osition , a  5,040 b y  H . W . 
W ild e , w a s  co n d u cted  b y  th e  la t e  R e v . A . T . B e e sto n . I t  w a s  firs t 
p u b lish e d  a s  ‘ R e d d ish  C o u r t  B o b  M a jo r .’  I t  is  r e a lly  a  co m b in a tio n  
o f O x fo rd  B o b  a b o v e  th e  tr e b le  a n d  D o u b le  N o rw ic h  b e low .

A L F R E D  B A R N E S .
3, L o n g fo r d  R o a d , N o r th  R e d d ish , S to c k p o r t.

T H E  O L D E S T  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H .
To the Editor. .  .

D e a r  S ir ,— I  see  in  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r ld  ’ on e o r  tw o  n am es m en ­
tio n e d  as  th e  o ld e st R o y a l  C u m b e rla n d  Y o u th s  n o w  'liv in g .

I  m a k e  no c la im  to  b e  th e  o ld e st, b u t  in  th e  b o o k  o f ru le s  a n d  
re g u la t io n s  I  re c e iv e d  w h e n  e le c te d , m y  e le c tio n  is  e n te r e d  as  on  
N o v e m b e r 2 1st, 1884. C . T Y L E R .

H ig h  S t r e e t ,  H e n fie ld , S u ssex .
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T H E  C A R E  O F  C H U R C H  B E L L S .
W H A T  TO  DO DURING THE BAN.

At the request of the secretaries of two or three asso­
ciations we are reproducing the article written by Mr. 
A. A. Hughes, of the Whitchapel Bell Foundry, on the 
‘ Care of Church Bells,’ which appeared ip our issue of 
July 5th, 1940.

It is just as important that church bells should now 
receive the same regular attention that they ought to 
have had when in full use.

In a very large number of towers one sees printed 
cards of instruction hanging in the ringing chamber, and 
these instructions ought practically all to be carried out 
i^gularly, even though the bells are not in use. The 
most important items are:—

Frames. T h e  r e g u la r  te s t in g  o f  a l l b o lts  in  th e  fittin g s , fra m e w o rk  
an d  su p p o rtin g  b ea m s, a n d  th is  is  o f  p a r t ic u la r  im p o rta n c e  in  
cases w h e re  th e  b e ll  fr a m e , b e a m s a n d  h e a d sto c k s  a r e  o f  tim b e r.

Gun-metai bearings.— S e e  t h a t  th e y  a r e  .well c h a rg e d  w ith  a  s u it­
a b le  lu b r ic a n t, su ch  a s  a  m ix tu r e  o f  ta llo w  a n d  c a s to r  o il.

Ball bearings.— T h e se  w ill ru n  fo r  a  n u m b e r o f  y e a r s  b e fo re  r e ­
c h a r g in g  b ecom es n e ce ssa ry , b u t  in  cases o f  d o u b t, e rr  on  th e  
r ig h t  s id e  an d  see t h a t  th e y  a r e  filled , B U T  O N L Y  W I T H  A  
B A L L - B E A R I N G  G R E A S E .

Ball-bearing pulleys.— S e e  t h a t  th e  g re a se  ca p s a r e  ch a rg e d  and 
t h a t  su ffic ien t is  fo rced  in to  th e  b a ll  ra ce s  in  o rd e r  to  o b v ia te  
a n y  r is k  o f  ru s t.

Plain-bearing pulleys.— S e e 't h a t  th e  sp in d les a r e  w e ll grea sed .

Clapper "joints.— W h e re  g re a se rs  a r e  f it te d , see t h a t  th e y  are  
ch a rg e d  a n d  screw ed  u p . In  th e  case  o f th e  o ld  ‘ b a w d ric k  ’ 
ty p e , see  t h a t  th e  le a th e r  lin e rs  a re  th ic k ly  g re a se d . I t  w ill 
b e  n ecessa ry  to  rem o ve  th e  c la p p e rs  fo r  th is  p u rp o se , b u t  
A L W A Y S  r e p la c e  s p r in g  w a sh ers , c o t te r  p in s  o r  w ire  fa s t e n ­
in g s  i f  y o u  d o  n o t w ish  to  ru n  th e  r is k  o f  a  c la p p e r  fa l lin g  
o u t.

All ironwork.— D o n o t w a it  u n ti l i t  is  co rrod ed  w i th  r u s t  b e fo re  
h a v in g  i t  p a in te d . S te e l an d  w r o u g h t  iro n  r e q u ir e  m u ch  m ore 
fr e q u e n t  p a in t in g  th a n  c a s t  iro n .

Tightening headstock bolts.— I t  o u g h t b y  n ow  to  b e  w e ll k n o w n  
t h a t  th e se  b o lts  o r  s tra p s  sh ou ld  b e  screw ed  u p  m e th o d ic a lly . 

A l l  sh o u ld  b e  tig h te n e d  e v e n ly , i .e ., n u ts  sh ou ld  b e  g iv e n  
h a lf  a  tu r n  a t  a  t im e  u n ti l a l l a r e  t ig h t . W h e re  lo c k  n u ts  are  
fit te d , th e  lo c k  n u t  m u st b e  loosened  b e fo re  th e  lo w e r on e is 
tig h te n e d . T h e  lo c k  n u ts  sh o u ld  th e n  b e  screw  ed  d ow n  t ig h t ,  
th e  under n u ts  b e in g  h eld  w ith  a n o th e r  sp a n n er to  e n su re  a 
p e r fe c t  lo c k . /

Clappe'r-staple centre bolts a r e  fr e q u e n t ly  fit te d  w ith  a  c a s tle  n u t 
a n d  c o t te r  p in . T h e  c o tte r  p in  m u s t f irs t  b e  rem o ved , an d  
replaced a f t e r  th e  tig h te n in g .

Belfry.— H a v e  t h e  floor c le a n e d  u p  p e r io d ic a lly , e sp e c ia lly  b etw een  
th e  b o tto m  t im b e rs  a n d  th e  w a lls .

Additional attention advisable fit all times.— G iv e  y o u r  b e lfr y  a
* sp r in g  c le a n  ’ once a  y e a r , i .e ., c le a n  d o w n  th e  fra m e w o rk  
an d  fit t in g s , an d  do n o t a llo w  g re a se  fr o m  th e  b e a r in g s  to  a c­
cu m u la te  on th e  so u n d b ow  o f  th e  b e lls . A n  a n n u a l ‘ w ire ­
b ru sh  u p  ’ w ill p re v e n t b e lls  fro m  co rrod in g .

D E A T H  O F  L I N C O L N S H I R E  R IN G E R .
S U R F L E E T  T O W E R ’S  S A D  L O S S .

W e  rfegret to  a n n o u n ce  t h a t  a f t e r  b e in g  p r e v io u s ly  re p o rte d  m issin g, 
b e lie ve d  to  b e  p riso n er o f  w a r, L .-C p l. E r n e s t  T . K in g , o f  th e  S u r fle e t  
to w e r, h a s  n o w  b een  re jto rte d  k il le d  in  a c tio n  o n  J u n e  9 th  in  th e  
M id d le  E a st.

L .-C p l. K in g  io in e d  th e  L in c o ln sh ire  T e r r ito r ia l R e g im e n t ju s t  p re ­
viou s to  th e  o u tb r e a k  o f  w a ir a n d  w a s c a lle d  u p  a t  t h e  co m m en cem en t 
o f  h o stilit ie s . H e  w e n t w ith  h is  u n it  t o  F r a n c e  a n d  to o k  p a r t  in 
m a n y  ep isodes th e re , in c lu d in g  D u n k irk . O n re tu r n in g  to  E n g la n d  he 
ca m e u n d e r  th e  S c o tt is h  C o m m a n d  an d  w a s  se n t o u t to  th e  M id d le  
E a s t, fro m  w h e re  l i t t l e  w a s  h e a r d  o f  h im  u n til th e  n ew s o f  h is  d e a th .

Y o u n g  E r n ie , as  h e  w a s  a lw a y s  k n o w n  to  h is  fe llo w  r in g e rs , w a s 
one o f th e  m ost p ro m isin g  y o u n g s te rs  th e  S u r fle e t  b a n d  h a v e  h ad . 
H e jo in e d  th e  co m p a n y  a t  a  v e r y  e a r ly  a g e  a n d  r a n g  his firs t  p eal 
a t  S u r fle e t  on  D e ce m b e r 17 th , 1935, a t  th e  a^ e o f  14  y e a rs . S in ce  
th e n  Jie h a d  r u n g  a  to ta l o f 12  p e a ls , o f  w h ic h  h e  co n d u c te d  tw o . 
A lw a y s  o f  a  j o l l y  d isp o sition , h e  w a s  lik e d  b y  a ll w ith  w h o m  h e  ca m e 
in  c o n ta c t, f i e  'was a  m o st r e g u la r  a tte n d e r  in  th e  b e lfr y  a n d  show ed 
g r e a t k een n ess. H is  p la c e  w ill b e  h a r d  to  fill.

H e  w a s  th e  o n ly  son  o f M r. N o rm a n  T . K in g , also  a  r in g e r  a t  th e  
above church, for whom much sympathy is felt. E. E.

T H E  C L E R G Y  A N D  R E S T O R A T IO N S .
I N S U R A N C E  O P  C H U R C H E S .

To th e  E ditor. *
S ir ,— * A n t i-S ile n t ’ ta k e s  u p  m u ch  sp a ce  in  y o u r  c u r r e n t issu e  in  

m a k in g  ch ea p  sn eers a t  th e  c le r g y 1 a n d  th e  C h u rc h  (o f w h ic h  he is  a  
u n it) w h ic h  h a v e  n o th in g  to  do w ith  th e  m a tte r s  I  ra ise d , a n d  a r e  
n o t  l ik e ly  to  p ro m o te  th e  C h ris tia n  g o o d  fe llo w sh ip  w h ic h  I  h o p e  h e  
d esires, in  s p ite  o f his le t te r .  S o  f a r  a s  I  am  co n cern ed  th e y  w i ll  b e  
ig n o re d . B u t  m a y  I  s a y  t h a t  i f  h e  th in k s  I  a m  a  p a rso n  w h o  d islik es 
th e  so u n d  o f  b e lls  h e  is  g r e a t ly  m is ta k e n . F r o m  m y  e a r lie s t  y o u th  I  
h a v e  liv e d  n e a r  th e m  a n d  lo ved  th em .

I  do n o t  k n o w  h o w  w id esp rea d  is  th e  o b je c t io n  to  th e  so u n d  o f 
b e l ls ; I  h a v e  n o t m e t  i t  a m o n g st a n y  c le r g y  o f  m y  a c q u a in ta n c e , 
th o u g h  I  h a v e  am o n g  so m e o f th e  la i t y .  T h is  p o in t n e v e r  e n te r e d  m y  
m in d  w h en  I  w r o te  m y  p re v io u s  le t te r . T h a t  le t te r  w a s  w r itte n  b y  
a n  in c u m b e n t w ho w ith  his C h u rc h  C o u n cils  (k in d ly  n o te , M r. A n t i-  
S ile n t)  h a s  b een  a n d  is  resp on sib le  fo r  th e  w a r  d a m a g e  in su ra n c e  of- 
tw o  ch u rch es. In  tlifs connection, I  g a v e  p la in  fa c ts , a n d  I  m a d e  th e  
re a so n a b le  C on jectu re  th a t ,  fro m  th e  n a tu r e  o f th e  case, th e  G o ve rn ­
m e n t w i ll  n o t b e  a b le  to  p ro v id e  th e  m o n ey  fo r  a n y t h in g  m ore th a n  a 
u t i li t a r ia n  b u ild in g  in  th e  cases w h e re  ch u rch es h a v e  b een  u t t e r ly  
ru in e d . A n y th in g  m o re  th a n  th is  w ill, I  im a g in e , h a v e  to  b e  ra ise d  
fro m  o th e r sources, a n d  n o d o u b t w ill b e  ra is e d . I  h op ed  t h a t  w h a t
I  sa id  w o u ld  rem o ve som e m isco n cep tio n s a n d  o p en  th e  ey es  o f  r in g e rs  
a n d  o th ers  to  th e  n eed  o f  m o n eta ry  su pp ort  i f  in su ra n c e s  a re  to  be 
e ffe c te d  fo r  m o re  th a n  th e  b a r e s t  m in im u m .

S t . P e t e r ’s V ic a r a g e , L o u g h b o ro u g h . (Rev.) A . M . S A M S O N .

‘ S C A R E D  B Y  H I S  O W N  B O G E Y .’
D e a r  S ir ,— W h a t  is  th e  o b je c t  o f  ‘ A n t i-S ile n t ’s  ’ t ir a d e  a g a in s t  th e  

c le r g y ?  I s  th is  a  t im e  to  a t te m p t t o  c r e a te  fe e lin g  a g a in s t  th e m ?  
S u r e ly  th o se  w ho h a v e  lo s t th e ir  ch u rch es, a n d  w ith  th e m  th e  b ells , 
a r e  e n tit le d  to  our fu ll  s y m p a th y  an d  o u g h t n o t  to  b e  m ad e an  o b je c t  
o f  su sp icion . W h e re , I  ask , h a s  ‘  A n t i-S ile n t ’ fo u n d  a n y  in d ic a tio n  
th a t ,  u n d e r  th e  d isg u ise  th a t  th e  n e w  or r e b u i lt  ch u rch es a f t e r  th e  
w a r  w ill h a v e  to  b e  s tr ic t ly  u t i lita r ia n , i t  is  fa ir ly  e v id e n t t h a t  th e se  
p eop le in te n d  to  u se  th is  as  on e o f th e  fr o n t  lin e  w ea p on s in  o rd er 
to  g a in  th e ir  ow n  w a y  ’ ?

I f  ‘ A n ti-S ile n t ’ w e re  b o m b ed  o u t o f h is  ow n hom e, h is  house 
b r o u g h t to  th e  g ro u n d  in  ru in s a n d  a ll h is  b e lo n g in g s  d e stro y e d , in ­
c lu d in g  h is  g ra n d  p ia n o , a n d  i f  he h a d  o n ly  a  lim ite d  su p p ly  o f  m o n ey  
fo r  re p la ce m e n ts , he w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  b e  o n ly  to o  g la d  to  g e t  a n o th e r  
ro o f o ver h is  h ead , h o w ev er m od est th e  b u ild in g , a n d  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly , 
also, b e  co n te n t w ith  th e  b a r e s t  n ecessities  6f  hou seh old  fu rn ish in g s  
u n t i l  h e  co u ld  la te r  o n  a c cu m u la te  fu n d s  to  re -e sta b lish  h is  h o m e on 
i t s  fo rm e r sca le . I  im a g in e  th e  re p la c e m e n t o f h is  g ra n d  p ia n o  w o u ld  
b e  one o f th e  la s t  th in g s  he w o u ld  b e  a b le  to  find th e  m o n ey  fo r —  
u n less, o f  course, he h a p p e n s  to  b e  on e o f th o se  in d iv id u a ls  w ho m u s t 
h a v e  m u sic b e fo re  n ecessa ries.

Is  n o t th e  p ositio n  in  r e g a r d  to  a  b o m b ed  o u t ch u rch  m u ch  th e  
s a m e ?  I t  is  th e  s p ir itu a l h o m e o f  th e  p a r is h ; th e  ro o f, h o w ev er 
h u m b le , a n d  th e  fu r n itu r e  to  m e e t im m e d ia te  needs m u st com e first. 
T h e  ‘ g ra n d  p ia n o ,’ w h ic h  m a y  b e  re p re se n te d  b y  th e  b e lls , m u st w a it  
u n ti l la te r .

C a n  ‘  A n ti-S ile n t ’ te ll u s  o f  a n y  s in g le  case in  w h ich  th e  to w e r a n d  
b e lls  h a v e  b een  d e stro y e d  w h ere  th e re  is  p ro o f th a t ,  i f  th e  ch u rch  is 
re sto re d , th e  p arson , w h om  he se e k s  m o stly  to  b la m e  a s  t h e  a r c h ­
c o n sp ira to r , h a §  sh ow n  a n y  in d ic a tio n  t h a t  h e  w a n ts  to  p r e v e n t also  
th e  re s to ra tio n  o f th e  b e lls ?  I  d o u b t i f  h e  can  p o in t to  one.

T h e r e  m a y  b e  cases, a s  y o u , s ir , p o in te d  o u t in  y o u r  la s t  le a d in g  
a r tic le , w h e re  b e lls  m a y  n o t n o w  b e  r e in s ta te d  b ec a u se  th e  ch u rch es 
th em selv es  on th e  sa m e  s ite  w o u ld  b e  re d u n d a n t. W h e re , h o w ever, 
th e r e  w a s  fo r m e r ly  a  r in g  o f  b e lls -a n d  th e  ch u rch es a r e  r e b u ilt  I  fe e l 
q u ite  co n vin ced  t h a t  e v e n tu a lly  a  p e a l o f  b e lls  w ill a g a in  h a n g  in  th e  
to w e rs , fo r  i t  is  w e ll k n o w n  th a t ,  even  in  th e  o v e r-b litz e d  c itie s , th e  
ch u rch  tow er;? h ave  in  n e a r ly  e v e r y  ca se  com e th ro u g h  th e  o rd e a l an d  
n o w  s ta n d  s ile n t se n tin e ls  o v e r  th e  ru in ed  ch u rch es, to  b e  u sed  a g a in  
a s  soon a s  c ircu m sta n ces  p e rm it.

T h e  ‘  b o g e y  ’ to  w h ic h  * A n t i-S ile n t  ’ r e fe r s  is, I  fe e l, o f  h is  ow n 
m a k in g , a n d  it  is, in  h is  s ig h t, so fe a rso m e  t h a t  h e  h a s  fr ig h te n e d  
h im se lf w ith  i t .  In s te a d  o f  c a s tin g  sto n es  a t  th e  c le r g y  a n d  th e  
C h u rc h , le t  h im  seek  th e  m o te  in  h is  ow n  e y e . I f  h is  ow n p a r is h  ch u rch  
sh o u ld  h a p p en  to  b e  th e  n e x t  to  su ffer, le t  h im  b e  th a n k fu l fo r  a n y  
b u ild in g , w h e th e r  m ission  h a l l  o r  o th erw ise , w h ic h  w ill en a b le  th e  
C h u rc h  in  h is  p a rish  to  g e t  to  w o r k  a g a in  o n  its  p r in c ip a l ta s k  o f 
p ro v id in g  a  sp ir itu a l hom e, h o w ever te m p o r a ry , fo r  th e  p eop le . 
S t a t e ly  b u ild in g s, b e a u tifu l fu rn ish in g s  a n d  r in g s  o f  b e lls  w ill com e in  
tim e  to  r e p la c e  th e  ra v a g e s  o^ w a r. I t  sh ou ld  n o t  b e  fo r g o tte n  t h a t  
ev en  th e  b u ild in g s  w h ic h  w e  n o w  so m u ch  a d m ire , a n d  th e ir  co n ten ts, 
n o t  a lw a y s  St> a d m ira b le  b u t  n e v e rth e le ss  ch erish ed , w e r e  n o t p ro v id e d  
in  a  d a y . T h e y  g re w  in  th e  p a s t  g r a d u a lly , as  th e  re s to re d  ch u rch es 
m u st g r o w  in  th e  fu tu r e .

T o  s a y  t h a t  a  section  o f  th e  c le r g y  a r e  o u t to  b u ild  * s tr ic t ly  
u t i lit a r ia n  * ch u rch es b ecau se  t h e y  * d is lik e  th e  sound o f  bells, ’ is  
in d e e d  a  b o g e y  t h a t  w i ll  sca re  no on e b u t  th e  c r e a to r  o f  i t .

---------------  F . H . S M IT H .

T R E B L E  B O B  F O U R T E E N  IN.
A t  Ip sw ich  on S u n d a y , A u g u s t  1 7 th ; in  th e  b e l f r y  o f  S t . M a ry-le- 

T o w e r  C h u rc h , a p la in  cou rse  o f  K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  fo u rte e n -in  : G" A . 
F le m in g  1-2, H . E . S m ith  3 4 ,  C . J .  S e d g le y  5-6, G . E . S y m o n d s 7-8, 
W . P , G a r r e t t  9-10, W . J .  0 .  B r o w n  11-12 , P .  J. T i l le t t  13-14.
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S P L IC E D  S U R P R IS E  M A J O R .
A N E W  P L A N .

Composition in Five-Lead Courses.
A f t e r  t h e  w a r  is  en d ed  i t  w ill in e v ita b ly  b e  som e tim e  b e fo re  th e  

E x erc ise  ca n  a g a in  resu m e it s  n o rm a l life . T h e re  w i ll  b e  m u ch  r e ­
co n stru ctio n  to  b e  done. B a n d s  w ill b e  b ro k e n  u p  o r  d e p le te d . Som e 
r in g e rs  w ill h a v e  lo s t m u ch  o f  th e ir  o ld  en th u sia sm , m o re  w ill h a v e  
,lost som e o f  th e ir  sk ill, a n d  a l l  w ill b e  o ld e r. \

W e  m u st n o t, th e re fo re , e x p e c t t h a t  i t  w ill b e  p ossib le  a t  once to  
resu m e th e  p ra c tic e  o f  th e  h ig h e r  m eth od s, a n d  p e rh a p s i t  w i ll  b e  
w e ll i f  th e  a t te m p t  is  n o t  g e n e r a lly  m ad e. T h e re  are  m ore im p o r ta n t 
th in g s . E sp e cia lly  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f s tr ik in g  m u st b e  k e p t  u p  a n d  w e 
o u g h t n o t  to  r is k  lo w e rin g  i t  in  th e  q u e st fo r  p e a ls  in  m a n y  a n a  com plex  
m eth o d s. B e t te r  a t  firs t to  co n c e n tra te  on  th e  e a s ie r  a n d  w ell-p roven  
m eth o d s. T h e  o th e rs  w ill th e n  com e n a t u r a l ly .

B u t  p ro g ress  is  b ou n d  to  com e, a n d  n o w h ere  d oes a m ore fr u it fu l 
fie ld  seem  to  b e  open  th a n  in  sp liced  r in g in g . N o t  so v e r y  lon»  ago 
i t  w a s  a c u rio sity  an d  th en  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  a  fe w  sp e c ia lly  b r i llia n t  
b fin d s to  sh ow  th e ir  s k i l l ; b u t  w h en  w a r  b ro k e  o u t i t  w a s  b eg in n in g  
to  ta k e  a recogn ised  a n d  u se fu l p lace  in  th e  r in g e rs ’ re p e rto ire .

A t  firs t i t  w a s  tie d  d o w n , a t  le a s t  so fa r  as  th e  S u r p r is e  M a jo r  
m eth o d s a re  con cern ed , to  a v e ry  r ig id  p la n . L a w  J a m e s ’ p e a l con ­
s is te d  o f th re e -le a d  cou rses ea c h  w ith  tw o  le a d s  o f  L o n d o n  a n d  on e 
o f  S u p e r la tiv e  o r  C a m b r id g e  a n d  o cca sio n a l b o b b ed  le a d s  o f B r is to l. 
T h is  p la n  seem ed  to  be n e ce ss ita te d  b y  th e  g r e a t  lia b il i ty  to  in te r n a l 
fa lsen ess w h en  tw o  o r  m ore m e th o d s  a r e  jo in e d  to g e th e r , a n d  i t  le d  
to  som e a d v e rse  cr itic ism . S o m e  p e o p le  o b je c te d  t l i a t  th e  _ ten o rs  
n e v e r  r in g  th e  w h o le  o f th e  w o rk  o f  th e  m e th o d s. O th e rs  sa id  th a t  
s in ce  o n ly  th re e  lea d s  o f th e  cou rse  a re  r u n g  (th e  M id d le , th e  W ro n g  
a n d  th e  H om e), sp lice d  r in g in g  is n o t  n e a r ly  so d ifficu lt as is  c la im ed .

T h ese  la t t e r  cr it ic s  w e re  p e rh a p s m o stly  fo u n d  o u ts id e  th e  r a n k s  o f 
th o se  w ho h a d  a c tu a lly  ru n g  th e  n ew  s ty le  p e a ls , b u t  th e r e  is  som e 
t r u th  in  th e  co n ten tio n  't h a t  th e  r ig id  p la n  o f L a w  J a m e s ’ p e a l does 
in  som e d e g re e s  lessen  it s  d ifficu lty .

B u t  com p osers d id  n o t in te n d  to  b e  confined  to  th e  p la n , i f  th e re  
w e re  a n y  m ean s o f  b re a k in g  a w a y  .fr o m ,it .  H e re  M r. A .  J .  P itm a n  
sh ow ed  h im self a  p ion eer, n o t m e re ly  in  th e  n u m b e r o f m eth o d s he 
U sed, b u t also  in  th e  w a y  he sp lic e d  th e m  to g e th e r .

H e  w a s  th e  firs t  to  use p la in  le a d s  o f  B r is to l in s te a d  o f  b o b b ed  
lea d s. I t  seem s a sm all c h a n g e , b u t  i t  m e a n t a go o d  d e a l in  a c tu a l 
r in g in g . H e  w a s  th e  first , to o , to  in tro d u c e  fu ll co u rses o f som e o f 
th e  m eth o d s, a n d  on e o f  h is  p e a ls  w ith  f u ll  cou rses o f  L o n d o n , B r is to l 
a n d  S u p e r la tiv e , in te rsp e rse d  w ith  th e  3-lead  cou rses, w a s  c a lle d  a t  
W ille sd e n  a fe w  y e a rs  ag o  b y  M r. E r n e s t C . S . T u rn e r .

O n e o b je c t  o f  com posers h a s  b e e n  to  o b ta in  p e a ls  w ith  a p p r o x i­
m a te ly  th e  sam e n u m b e r o f ch a n g e s  in  ea ch  m eth o d . H e r e  M r. 
T u r n e r  h as b een  v e r y  su cc essfu l. O u r re a d e rs  w ill re m e m b e r th e  v e ry  
c le ve r  p ea ls  b y  M r. J .  W . P a r k e r  p u b lish e d  in  o u r  co lu m n s som e 
w e e k s  ago.

M R . A . J .  P I T M A N ’S  P E A L .
23456 B  M W  H

42356 
35426 
35264 —  
32654
24653 -  
43652 —  
23564 ,  —  
62534
45236 , —  
24536
62345 2
63425
64235
52436 —  
52364 —  
65324
43526 —  
54326 
54263 —  
32465 —  
43265 
24365
53468 —
45362
34562
25463 —  
42563 
64523

—  S  S  C  X  L
—  —  S  S  C  X  L

S  S  S  S  •
—  2 L  X  L  B

2 B  B  X  L  B
2 B  B  X  L  B

2  —  B B X B C S S
—  3  L  X  L  B  B

—  L  X  L
—  S  S  C  X  L

—  2  S S C B X B B B
—  2  L  X  B  B  B
—  2  L  X  B  B  B

—  L  X  L
— s  s  s  s

—  3 L X L B B  ^
—  L  X  L
—  S S C X L
—  S  S  S  S
—  L  X  O  S  S
—  L  X  C  S  S
—  L  X  C  S  S
—  , L  X  C  S  S
—  L  X  C  S  S
—  L  X  C  S  S
—  L  X  C  S  S  

L  X  C  S  S
—  3  L  X  L  B  B

32546 —  —  —  L  X  L  
53246 .  —  S S C X L
25346 — S S C X L  •
34256 —  —  S S C X L

- 23456 —  S S C X L
X  C a m b r id g e  or S u p e r la tiv e . C o n ta in s  1,536 S u p e r la tiv e , 576 C a m ­

b rid g e , 960 C a m b r id g e  o r  S u p e r la tiv e , 832 B r is to l, 1 ,15 2  L o n d o n .
W e  h a v e  now  a p e a l b y  M r. P itm a n  on a d is tin c t  p la n . In s te a d  

o f  a 3-lead  cou rse  h e  uses a  5-lead  course." A  g r e a t  a d v a n ta g e  is t h a t  
(Continued in next column.)

T H E  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .
T H E  M A S T E B S  O F  T H E  P A S T .

A  re p re s e n ta tiv e  g a th e r in g  su p p o rted  th e  M a ste r  a n d  officers o f th e  
A n c ie n t S o c ie ty  o f C o lle g e  Y o u th s  on S a tu r d a y  la s t. A m o n »  th e  
m em b ers p re s e n t w e re  M essrs. D a n  C o op er (C ro yd o n ), C . H . Kippin 
(B ed d in g to n ) a n d  J . E . L e w is  C o c k e y  (E a lin g ). T h e  v is ito rs  w ere  
M essrs. E . W a lla c e , N e w c a s t le  C a th e d ra l, an d  A r th u r  H u g h es, T o o tin g .

T h e  s e c r e ta r y  b r o u g h t g re e t in g s  fro m  M r. G eo rg e  P u llin g e r , o f 
B ish o p sto k e , H a n ts .

M r. E . M u rre ll ra ise d  a n  in te r e s tin g  d iscussion  a s  to  th e  lik e lih o o d  
o f  fillin g  g a p s  b y  fu r th e r  d isco v ery  o f th e  n am es o f p a s t  M asters. 
W o u ld  som e S a m u e l P e p y s  com e to  lig h t  b y  fu r t h e r  re se a rch  in  th e  
l ib ra r ie s ?

M r. Y o u n g  th o u g h t th a t  th e se  h a d  been  p r e t t y  w ell g le a n e d  b y 
M essrs. D a n ie ll, M o rris  a n d  T ro llo p e , e sp e c ia lly  th e  la t t e r ,  a t  th e  
B r it is h  M u seu m  a n d  th e  R ecord s O ffice. U n d o u b te d ly  fu r th e r  fa c ts  
w ou ld  com e to  lig h t . T h e re  w ere  th o u san d s o f p a p e rs  a n d  le tte rs  
a w a itin g  search  an d  p u b lic a t io n  in  th e  o ld  records a n d  le t te r s  o f th e  
co u n ty  fa m ilie s  a n d  m a n y  y e a rs  o f ‘ B e lls  L i fe  ’ s till a w a ite d  g le a n in g . 
M uch  h a s  a lr e a d y  b een  o b ta in e d  fro m  th e se  files a n d  o th e r  o ld  n ew s­
p a p ers . H e (M r. Y o u n g ) p a id  tr ib u te  to  P a s t  M a ste r J .  S . H a w k in s, 
w ho on b eh alf- o f th e  R u le  B o o k  R e v is io n  C o m m itte e  o f 1928 w en t all 
th ro u g h  th e  e x ta n t  P e n c e  a n d  M in u te  books an d  so o b ta in e d  th e  n am es 
o f e v e ry  M a s te r  fro m  1822 o n w a rd s, b u t  fo r  w h ic h ’ m ost o f th e  n am es 
w o u ld  b e  u n k n o w n  to -d a y  a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  p e rish e d  w ith  T h e  Coffee 
P o t . »

T h e  n e x t m e e tin g  w ill b e  h e ld  a t  3 p .m . on  A u g u s t  30th a t  th e  
W h ite c h a p e l B e ll  F o u n d ry .

D E A T H  OF M R . W I L L I A M  L A M B E L L .
W e  rfegret to  a n n o u n ce th e  su d d en  d e a th  o f M r. W illia m  L a m b e ll 

a t  h is  hom e a t  E a s t  H a g b o u rn e  on A u g u s t 14tli a t  th e  e a r ly  a g e  of 
33 y e a r s  a f t e r  o n ly  on e d a y ’s illn ess.

M r. L a m b e ll h ad  b een  a r in g e r  a n d  m em b er o f  fh e  O x fo rd  D iocesan  
G u ild  sin ce he w as 16 y e a r s  o ld  a n d  h a d  b een  s e c r e ta r y  to  th e  H a g ­
b o u rn e  b a n d  fo r  th e  la s t  fiv e  or s ix  y e a rs . H e  w as, firs t o f a ll, a  
s ta u n ch  S u n d a y  serv ice  r in g e r  a n d  h a d  ru n g  se ve ra l p ea ls  o f  G ra n d sire , 
S te d m a n  a n d  P la in  B o b  in  th e  d is tr ic t a n d  w ith  n e ig h b o u rin g  b a n d s.

T h e  fu n e r a l to o k  p la c e  a t  E a s t  H a g b o u rn e  o n  A u g u s t  16th , a n d  his 
fa llo w  r in g e rs  a c te d  a s  b e a re rs  a n d  r a n g  th e  h a n d b e lls  a t  th e  g r a v e ­
side.

M u ch  s y m p a th y  is ex te n d e d  to  h is  re la t iv e s  an d  fian cee, m ore so as 
h is w e d d in g  w a s  to  h a v e  ta k e n  p la c e  s h o r tly .

*  G E R M A N  V A N D A L I S M
N O R W E G I A N  B E L L S  C O N F I S C A T E D .

T h e  S to c k h o lm  co rresp o n d en t o f ‘ T h e  D a i ly  T e le g r a p h  ’ re p o rte d  
t h a t  la s t  M o n d a y  S w e d ish  p a p e rs  p u b lish ed  an  o rd er issued  b v  
T e rb o v e n , N a z i G o ve rn o r o f N o rw a y , a c co rd in g  to  w h ich  a ll ch u rch  
b e lls  in  N o r w a y  m u st b e  d ism a n tle d  a n d  h a n d e d  o v e r  to  th e  G erm an  
a u th o r itie s . M a n y  b e lls  h a v e  a lr e a d y  b een  ta k e n  d o w n  a n d  se n t to  
G e rm a n y  to  b e  m e lte d  dow n . *

T o  g iv e  a th in  v en e er o f le g a lit y  to  th is  v a n d a lism  T e rb o v e n  d eclares 
t h a t  i t  is  ‘ fo r  v ita l p u rp o ses o f  th e  c o u n try ’s  d e fe n c e .’ H e  a d d s  th a t 
th e  G e rm a n s w ill re p la ce  th e  b ells w ith  n ew  ones ‘ w h en  circu m sta n ces 
p e rm it.’

F o r  som e m on th s N a z i  o fficials h a v e  been  b u sy  co m p ilin g  a  lis t  of 
b e lls  th ro u g h o u t N o rw a y , w ith  d e ta ils  o f th e ir  w e ig h t a n d  th e  q u a n tity  
o f  co p p er th e y  c o n ta in . P r o te s ts  b y  lo cal ch u rch  a u th o r itie s  h a v e  
b een  d isre g a rd e d .

T h is  la te s t  a c t  o f p ro v o ca tio n  h as ro u sed  m u ch  in d ig n a tio n , p a r ­
t ic u la r ly  am o n g  th e  d e e p ly  re lig io u s  p e a s a n t fo lk . S o m e o f th e ir  b ells  
a r^ n m d re d s^ > ^ y e a rs^ o jd ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ ^ _ ^ _ _ _ ^ ^ _

S P L IC E D  S U R P R I S E  M A J O R
(C o n tin u e d  fr o m  p re v io u s  co lum n .) 

th e  ten o rs h a v e  a la r g e r  sh a re  o f th e  w o rk  o f  C a m b r id g e  a n d  S u p e r­
la t iv e , w^iile a d is a d v a n ta g e  is  t h a t  p e a ls  o f  th is  s o r t  seem  b o u n d  to 
b e  o n e-p a rt, an d  so d ifficu lt to  c a ll.

M r. T u r n e r  te lls  u s  t h a t  h e  m a d e  som e in v e s tig a tio n s  in to  a s im ila r  
p la n  som e tim e  since an d  h a s  p e a ls  in  5 -le a d  cou rses w ith  C a m b rid g e , 
S u p e r la tiv e , R u t la n d  a n d  Y o r k s h ir e . T h f r e  is  s t il l  m u ch  sco p e For 
th e  c le ve r  com poser in  sp liced  p e a ls .

O n e  o th e r  p o in t is  w o rth  co n sid erin g . W h ic h  is th e  b e s t  w a y  to  
g iv e  th e se  co m p o sition s o f S p lic e d  S u r p rise  on  p a p e r  ? C om p osers 
h a v e  d iffe re d  a  good  d eal a n d  som e co n fu sio n  h a s  b een  ca u se d  in  th e  
m in d s o f  co n d u cto rs a n d  re a d e rs . S o m e  p e a ls  h a v e  b een  g iv e n  b y  th e  
le a d  ends M r. P a r k e r , i t  w ill b e  rem e m b e re d , a d o p te d  a  p la n  in  
w h ich  th e  c a llin g  is p u t b e fo re  th e  cou rse  en<L p ro d u ced  b y  i t ,  and  
th e  m eth o d s show n a f t e r  th e  co u rse  en d  a re  tiiose  o f th e  fo llo w in g  
cou rse.

W h en  h e  s e n t us h is  p e a l M r. P itm a n  a d o p te d  th e  sam e p la n , b u t  
a f t e r  h a v in g  co n su lted  som e co n d u cto rs  m o st ex p e rie n c e d  in  spliced  
rin g in g , w e h a v e  a lte r e d  th e  a r r a n g e m e n t a s  a b o v e . T h is  a r r a n g e ­
m e n t fo llo w s m ost c lo se ly  th e  tr a d it io n a l p ra c tic e  o f  th e  E x erc ise . 
F ir s t  w e  h a v e  th e  cou rse  en d, th en  th e  c a llin g  w h ich  p rod u ces i t ,  a n d  
th e n  th e  m eth o d s w h ic h  a re  ru n g  in  i t .  W e  s u g g e s t t h a t  th is  should  
b e  th e  s ta n d a rd  w a y  o f g iv in g  sp lic e d  p e a ls  as  th e  b e st to  a v o id  con­
fu sio n  ; b u t  w e w elcom e any com m en ts on the matter.
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T h o m a s  M ea rs  w a s  n o t lik e ly  to  g iv e  a n y th in g  b u t  h is  v e r y  b e s t  to  
so w e a lth y  an d  in flu e n tia l a  p a tr o n  as  S q u ire  P o w e ll.

I f - y o u  e x am in e  th e  b ells  c r it ic a l ly  y o u  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  fin d  t h a t  th e  
s tr ik e  n o te s  o f  th e  tw e lv e  a r e  q u ite  su ffic ien tly  in  tu n e . T h e  b a ck  
e ig h t a r e  a  good  e ig h t, th e  b a ck  te n  ju s t  p a ssa b le , th e  fr o n t  fiv e  n o t  a  
b a d  lit t le  r in g  a n d  th e  m id d le  s ix  go od . B u t  th e  tw e lv e  as  a  w h o le  a r e  
a  th in g  to la u g h  -at. T h e y  do n o t so u n d  lik e  tw e lv e  b e lls  a t  a ll. I  
su pp ose th e  e x p la n a tio n  (an d , o f  cou rse, th e re  is  a n  ex p la n a tio n ) w ill 
be fo u n d  in  th e  o ve rto n e s  a n d  u n d e rto n e s  e n d  th e ir  r e la t iv e  p ro ­
m in en ce.

O u t o f  th e  m em o ries o f th e  th in g s  w h ic h  h ave  h a p p e n e d  to  m e a t  
Q u ex P a r k  an d  w h ich  could  h a v e  h a p p en ed  n o w h ere  e lse *there is  one 
w h ich  I  w ill te ll, becau se i t  is  o f no im p o rta n c e , b u t  w a s  r a th e r  
a m u sin g  a t  th e  tim e.

S o m e  y e a rs  ag o  I  w as ask ed  b y  J a c k  C h eegem an  to  m a k e  o n e  o f  a  
b a n d  to  a t te m p t a n u m b er o f  p e a ls  d u rin g  th e  A u g u s t B a n k  H o lid a y  
w eek -en d  in  th e  M a r g a te  a n d  C a n te r b u r y  d is tr ic t . W e  w e re  to  m e e t 
on  th e  S a tu r d a y  a t  Q u ex, r in g  th re e  p e a ls  th e re  a n d  th e n  go  oh to  
R a m s g a te  a n d  C a n te rb u ry . I t  w a s  an  am b itio u s  p ro g ra m m e  a n d  th e  
b a n d  w a s  r a th e r  a  m ixed  one.

W e  m et a t  B irc h in g to n  on th e  S a tu r d a y , and  sin ce a l l  th e  m en  h ad  
n o t y e t  tu r n e d  u p , s ta r te d  fo r  C a m b rid g e  011 th e  b a c k  e ig h t, b u t  h a d  
no lu c k . W a lk in g  th ro u g h  th e  p a r k  a fte r w a r d s , J a c k  s a id  to  m e, 
‘ W e  h a d  b e t te r  go  dow n  to th e  ♦own an d  g e t  som e lo d g in g s .’ I  sa id , 
‘ I  th o u g h t  yo u  h a d  done a l l  t h a t .  W e  s h a n ’ t  g e t  in  a n y w h e re  th is  
tim e  o f  n te h t in  B irc h in g to n  on th e  eve  o f  a B a n k  H olid ay.*  ‘ Y e s , ’ 
h e  sa id , ‘ I  d id  m a k e  th e  a rra n g e m e n ts , b u t  th e re  a re  tw o  ch a p s  
co m in g  b y  th e  la s t  tr a in  an d  w ill h a v e  to  b e  p u t u p .’

I  su g g e ste d  t h a t  w e sh ou ld  g iv e  th e m  our b ed s a n d  go  a n d  sleep  
in  th e  to w e r, b u t he d id  n o t  lik e  th e  id ea , so w e  w e n t h u n tin g  fo r 
lo d g in g s. f

O f cou rse, w e  h a d  no lu c k . E v e ry  b a th ro o m  an d  ^ very  co a l c e lla r  
in  th e  p la c e  w a s  ta k e n , so w ith  m u ch  m isg iv in g  he a g re e d  to  m y  
su g g e stio n .

W e  w e n t  b a ck  to  th e  p a rk  a n d  th e n  fo u n d  t h a t  th e  m an  w h o  k e p t  
th e  to w e r k e y  h ad  g o n e  to  M a r g a te  a n d  w ou ld  n o t b e  b a ck  t i l l  a f t e r  
e lev en . W e  w a ite d  fo r  h im , a n d  w h e n  h e  tu r n e d  u p , to ld  o u r ta le  
a n d  in d u ced  h im  to  le t  us h a v e  th e  k e y .

A  S L E E P L E S S -  N I G H T .
T o  g e t  to  th e  to w e r a t  Q u ex  y o u  go  a lo n g  th e  d riv e  th ro u g h  a n  iron  

g a te  an d  across th e  p a rk  in to  a w ood w h ich  su rro u n d s th e  to w e r. 
A  w a y  e a s y  en ou gh  to  find w h en  yo u  k n o w  it  as w e d id.

B u t  i t  w a s a d a r k  n ig h t  a n d  th e  d riv e  is  b o rd e re d  b y  th ic k  u n d e r­
g ro w th  an d  bu sh es, an d , se a rc h  a s  w e  m ig h t, w e  cou ld  n o t  fin d  th e  
p a th  th ro u g h . A t  la s t  in  d esp era tio n  w e  w e n t u p  to  th e  h o u se, c u t 
acro ss th e  o rn a m e n ta l flow er b ed s  a n d  clim b ed  th e  fe n ce  in to  th e  
p a r k  t h a t  w a y , n o t w ith o u t fe a r  th a t  w e  m ig h t ru n  across a k e e p e r 
or su d d e n ly  fin d  a  b ig  dog w ith  h is  te e th  in  th e  s e a t  o f o u r tro u se rs . -

W h en  w e  g o t in to  th e  p a r k  w e co u ld  see th e  dark# m ass o f tre e s  
w h ich  su rro u n d s th e  to w er, b u t w e h a d  com e to  i t  fro m  a n  u n fa m ilia r  
a n g le  an d  w e h a d  to  sea rch  ro u n d  t h a t  b lessed  w ood tw o  or th re e  
tim es b e fo re  w e  co u ld  find th e  g a te . A n d  th en  w h e n  w e  d id  rea ch  
th e  to w e r th e  k e y  w o u ld  n o t open  th e  lo ck .

H e  tr ie d  a n d  I  tr ie d . I  tr ie d  an d  he tr ie d . W e  h am m ered  011 th e  
d o or, b u t  i t  w a s  no use. T h e  lo c k  w a s a go od  lo ck  a n d  th e  d oor fit te d  
p ro p e rly . H e  sw o re an d  I  sw o re, b u t even  th a t  d id  no g o o d ; a n d  a t  
la s t  w e g a v e  i t  u p  as  a b ad  jo b  an d  b e g a n  to  w o n d e r w h a t  w e  sh ou ld  
do. I t  is  e a s y  to  ta lk  a b o u t s leep in g  in  th e  open  on ^an A u g u st n ig h t  
in  E n g la n d . H a v e  yo u  tr ie d  i t ?  I  h a v e , a n d  I  k n o w . A n d  th en  
fo r  no reason  a t  a l l  th e  d o or open ed a lm ost b e fo re  he h a d  p u t  th e  
k e y  in to  th e  lo ck  fo r  a  final a tte m p t.

W e h a p p en ed  b o th  o f  u s  to  h a v e  som e san d w ich es, an d  so a ft e r  
lig h t in g  th e  ca n d le s  a n d  h a v in g  a  sm ok e  w e p re p a re d  fo r  th e  n ig h t.
‘ T a k e  y o u r  c lo th es off, J a c k ,’ I  to ld  h im , ‘ an d  e sp e c ia lly  y o u r b o o ts .’
‘ I  sh a ll b e  cold  i f  I  d o ,’ h e  o b je c te d . 4 Y o u ’ll b e  co ld  i f  yo u  d on ’ t , ’ 
I  sa id , fo r  I  h a d  n o t lon g s in ce  w orn  th e  K in g ’ s u n ifo rm  an d  w a s  a 
v e te ra n  ca m p a ig n e r. B u t he w ou ld  n ot heed.

N e x t m orn in g  I  w o k e  u p  w e ll re fre sh e d , b u t  poor o ld  J a c k  b ad  n ot 
s le p t a  w in k , w a s  a lo v e ly  m o rn in g , an d  i f  w e  could  h a v e  h ad  
a w ash  a ll w ould  Tiave been h e a v e n ly . A  ru b b e r  sp on ge m oisten ed  w ith  
d e w  fro m  th e  g ra s s  w a s  n o t a r e a lly  effic ien t s u b s titu te . B u t  w hen  
w e w e n t to  th e  to w n  and sa w  th e  s tu ffy  room * w h ere  th e  o th e rs  h ad  
b een  s le e p in g  I  th o u g h t w e  h a d  n ot done so v e r y  b a d ly  a f t e r  a ll.

B u t  J a c k  w a s  n o t u p  to  p e a l r in g in g  th a t  m orn in g, so w e  ra n g  
T r e b le  T e n . In  th e  a ftern o o n  w e  s ta r te d  fo i^ S te d m a n  C in q u es, b u t 
you  d on ’ t  alw Jfys g e t  th e  p e a ls  y o u  s t a r t  fo r  a t  Q u ex , a n d  w e  did  n ot.

N e x t m o rn in g  w e  r a n g  a n o th e r  p e a l o f  T r e b le  T e n  a t  R a m s g a te  and  
th en  w e n t on to  C a n te r b u r y . A n o th e r  a t te m p t fo r  S te d m a n  C in q u es  
w a s to  b e  m ad e th e re , b u t on e o f  th e  lo cal m en w a s  la t e  in  tu r n in g  
u p . I  could  n o t  afford  to  m iss th e  la s t  tr a in , an d  so a f t e r  w a it in g  
t i l l  th e  la s t  m om en t I  g a v e  u p  m y  ro p e  a n d  w e n t o u ts id e  an d  lis ten ed  
w h ile  th e  re s t s ta r te d  fo r a n o th e r  p e a l o f  T re b le  T e n . T h e y  finished 
th e ir  jo b , b u t ju s t  b e fo re  th e  end th e  c la p p e r  o f th e  te n th  fe ll  o u t 
a n d  th e  la s t  few  ch a n g es  w ere  ru n g  w ith  o n ly  n in e b e lls  sp e a k in g .

S o m e  p eop le w ifi rem em b er th e  in c id e n t an d  th e  en su in g  co n troversy  
w h ich  led  in  th e  en d  to th e  p e a l b e in g  w ith d ra w n .

W O O D D I T T O N , N E A R  N E W M A R K E T .— On S u n d a y , A u g u s t  17 th . 
a t  S u n n y  V ie w , on h an d b ells , a  q u a rte r-p e a l o f  B o b  M a jo r  (1,280 
ch a n ges) : R . H e a th  1-2, A . E . A u stin  (con ductor) 3-4, R . C . S h a rp e  
5-6, J .  A c re s  7-8. »

M E M O R IE S  O F  Q U E X  P A R K .
A  T A L E  O F  T W O  S T R A N D E D  R I N G E R S , 

f  B Y  A  T O U G H  V E T E R A N .
In  his rem in iscen ces E . B . m en tion s Q u ex  P a r k , a n d  it  w o u ld  b e  

s tra n g e  i f  a  K e n t  r in g e r  h a d  n o t  h ad  so m eth in g  to  s a y  a b o u t it . I t  
is  ju s t  th e  p la c e  to  e x c ite  m em ories, fo r  e v e r y th in g  a b o u t i t  is so u n ­
u su a l. A  r in g  o f tw e lv e  b ells p r iv a te ly  ow n ed , h u n g  in  a  to w er w h ich  
sta n d s  in  th e  m id d le  o f a la rg e  p a rk  a m ile or so fro m  th e  sea  a n d  
fa r  a w a y  fro m  a n y  h ou ses; an  id e a l p la c e  fo r  a h o lid a y  w eek -en d 
w h ere  yo u  ca n  r in g  to  y o u r  h e a r t ’s c o n te n t w ith  no m ore re s tr ic tio n  
th a n  y o u  m u st be s ile n t d u rin g  se rv ice  tim e  on S u n d a y  m orn in g— in 
su ch  co n d ition s yo u  e x p e c t so m eth in g  to  ta lk  a b o u t a fte r w a r d s  and  
yo u  u su a lly  g e t  it .

• T H E  Q U A IN T  TO W ER  OF Q U EX .
[P h o to  b y  F . E . D a w e .

M ost r in g e rs  k n o w  th e  s to r y  o f th e  to w e r  an d  its  b u ild e r , J o h n  
P o w e ll P o w e ll, an d  I  am  n o t g o in g  to  r e p e a t  i t  n ow . T h e r e  is, 
h ow ever, th e  q u estion  o f  th e  q u a lit y  o f th e  b e lls  w h ic h  I  h a v e  n e ve r 
h e a rd  s a t is fa c to r ily  ex p la in e d . M o st v is ito rs  p erh a p s  p u t  th em  dow n 
a s  a fa i lu r e ;  a  p o o r lo t , t d r e a d fu lly  o u t  o f  tu n e , a n d  le a v e  i t  a t  th a t . 
B u t  i t  w ill h a rd ly  do. T h e y  ca m e as a p e a l fro m  th e  W h ite c h a p e l 
fo u n d ry  a t  a  tim e  wliten som e r e a lly  go od  Dells w ere  b e in g  c a s t  th e re , 
th o u g h  th o se  w ho can  see no g o o d  in  a n y  o ld  b e lls  m a y  n o t  a d m it it .
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T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S
TH E CAMBRIDGE GROUP.

One of the conditions laid down By Sir Arthur Heywood 
as essential in a standard method for Royal and Maximus 
was that it must be capable of being practised on eight 
bells and of extension to ten and twelve without material 
alteration in the work. It is a condition which obtains in 
the more simply constructed methods, such as Plain Bob, 
Grandsire, Oxford and Kent Treble Bob, and Stedman, 
but becomes impossible as soon as any degree of com­
plexity is introduced into the construction.

In the simpler methods it is possible to describe the 
movement of the .bells in a short and simple statement 
which will apply to every number alike. For instanceL we 
can say that in Plain Bob all the bells hunt forward until 

•> the treble leads, when second’s place is made and the 
bells above dodge. W e can say that ip Kent all the bells 
hunt forward Treble Bob. fashion except that the bell left 
on the lead by the treble leads and makes seconds until it 
returns again, and that certain fourths and thirds, and 
thirds and fourths are made before and after a bell goes 
in and out of the Slow. Stedman and prandsire and For­
ward and Duffield we can describe in similarly short and 
comprehensive sentences. ^

But, as soon as we get away from this elementary 
group we find it difficult, and usually impossible, to draw 
up any general statement which will describe the work of 
a particular method on all numbers of bells. It is very 
difficult, for instance, to give a description of the move­
ment of the bells in Double Norwich which would apply 
equally to Major, Royal and Maximus; and it is qUite im­
possible to do so in the cases of Superlative, Bristol and 
London.

The natural conclusion is that, while the former group 
of methods • will extend satisfactorily, for the latter 
methods no real extensions do or can exist. W e may call 
methods Double- Norwich Royal, Superlative Royal, 
Bristol Royal or London Royal, and we may produce a lot 
of arguments to justify our doing so, but actually those 

•methods do not exist on the higher numbers in the sense 
that Plain Bob or Kent exist equally well on six and on 
twelve.,

All this raises the question of the extension of methods, 
a very important and interesting subject, which for the 
moment we do not intend to discuss. Our object is to 
call attention to an exception to the general rule that the 
more complex' methods are practically confined to one 
number of bells. The exception is Cambridge and one or 
two other methods which are closely related to it.

At first sight Cambridge might seem to be‘ very similar 
to Superlative, and, indeed, the latter is usually considered 
to have been prpduced by an attempt to improve Cam­
bridge, which was looked upon by Heywood and the 
leading men of his generation as crude and imperfect in 
construction, and interesting only on account of its 
antiquity- Really it is one of the very few methods of 
which the work on all numbers can be described-in a 
short comprehensive statement, and therefore, if physical 
conditions allowed, it could be rung on a hundred bells 
or a thousand, with no more knowledge than can be 
gathered from eight or ten. That can be said of Plain 
Bob or Kent; it cannot be said of Superlative or London.

Here is the method thus comprehensively stated. The 
treble has a forward Treble Bob movement. All the other 
bells have also a forward Treble Bob movement, but

when the treble dodges they hunt forward ; and when the
treble hunts forward they dodge.

1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0
o 1 0 3 0 0 0 0  
1 0 0 0 3 0 0  o' 
o 1 00 0 3 0 0

0 0 1 0 3 0 0 0  
0 0 0 1 0 3 0 0  
0 0 1 Q 0 0 3  o 
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 3

Now when there are two bells each moving in a regu­
lar path, if the movements are dissimilar it is evident 
tfiat it will not be long before they will clash. So long 
as the treble and the third in the above illustration are 
apart, each can keep to its particular path, but when they 
come together they will get in each other’s road and, un­
less one gives way to the other, there will be confusion 
and disaster. The treble is the fixed bell and has the 
right of the road, therefore the other must temporarily 
adapt its movement to that of the treble. It does so in 
this manner. When hunting up or down, it will reach the 
treble’s path in one or two ways: either before it has 
dodged or after it has dodged. If it comes there before 
rt has dodged, it will omit that dodge and the dodge in 
the next position thus v

1 0 0 0 0 3 0 0  0 0 1 0 0 0 0 3  ■*
0 1 0 0 3 0 0 0  0 0 0 1 0 0 3 0  /
1 0 0 3 0 0 0 0  0 0 1 0 0 3 0 0
0 1 3 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 1 3 0 0 0

0 3 1 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 3 1 0 0 0
3 0 0 1 0 0 0 0  ' 0 0 3 0 0 1 0 0
3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0  0 3 0 0 1 0 0 0
0 3 0 1 0 0 0 0  3 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

But if the bell meets tfte treble after it has dodged it 
must make a couple of places, dodge with the treble, 
and make a couple more places, before it can resume its 
treble bob hunting.

0 0 0 0 0 3  0 I 0 1 0 0 3 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 3 0 0  I 0 0 1 0 0 3 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 3  I 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 3 0  I 0 0 1 0 3 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 3 0 0

0 0 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 0
/ O 0 0 0 I 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 IOO
0 0 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 0
0 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 0

»I 0 0 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 1 0
0 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 1
0 0 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 0
0 0 1 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0  I

All this can be tested practically; not now, of course, 
in the steeple, but in this manner.

Take a large sheet of square ruled paper and on it 
trace the path of a Treble Bob hunting treble on twelve 
or fourteen bells. Then trace the path of another bell 
causing it to hunt within the sections and dodge at the 
cross-sections. When it reaches the treble’s path let it 
cross it either by running through or by place making, 
as explained above. When you have completed the 
course you will have the work, of a bell in Cambridge on 
twelve or fourteen bells.
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N O T IC E S .
SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Dorchester 

Branch.— A meeting will" (D .V .) be held, by kind per­
mission of the Rector, at the Rectory Gardens at 
Stratton, on Saturday, August 23rd. Handbells and 
games from 3 p.m. Service at 4.30. Address by Canon 
D. F. Slemeck, to be followed, by tea, handbells and 
social gathering.— C. H. Jennings, Hon. Sec., 59, Port­
land Road, Wyke Regis, Weymouth.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND-DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TIO N .— Western Branch.— The next meeting will be held 
at St. Nicholas’ Church, Worcester, on August 23rd. 
Service at 3.30 p.m., followed by light refreshments (tea 
and biscuits) and business meeting in Trinity Hall.— E . F. 
Cubberley, Hon. Seci, Park Cottages, Kempsey, near 
Worcester.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. —  Hinckley 
District. —  Next ringing meeting at Stoney Stanton, 
Saturday, Aug. 23rd. Bells (silenced and oiled) at 4.30. 
No tea. Handbells.— W . A. Wood, Dis. Sec.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, August 30th, 
at the Bell Foundry, 32-34, Whitechapel Road, E .i, 
at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, E v e »  
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

W ORCESTERSH IRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
T IO N .— Northern Branch.— Meeting for practice at 
Chaddesley Corbett (D .V .) on Saturday, August 30th 
(not August 23rd). Eight bells available for silent prac- 
tice 3 p.m. Tea 5.15 p.m. Handbells, and usual even­
ing arrangements at the Swan (Tim’s).— B. C. Ashford, 
Sfec., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

YORKSH IRE ASSOCIATION.— Eastern District.—  
The next meeting will be held at Selby Abbey on Satur­
day, August 30th. Handbells and ringing on the back 
eight tower bells (silent). The Vicar, Canon Solloway, 
will conduct those present round the Abbey at 2.30 p.m. 
Service at 4 o ’clock. Tea can be obtained at Olde Cross 
Cafe, near Abbey. Business meeting at 6 o’clock, at 
which all outstanding annual subscriptions should be 
paid.— H. S. Morley, Hon. Sec., 5, Ebor Street, Selby.

DONCASTER AND DISTRICT SOCIETY. —  The 
next meeting will be held in the Church Hall, Barnby 
Don, on Saturday, Aug. 30th, at 3 p.m. Handbells 
will be available. Buses start from Christ Church, Don­
caster. Tea will be arr^iged for those who notify me 
by Wednesday, Aug. 27th.— Ernest Cooper, Hon. Sec., 
6, Grosvenor Crescent, Arksey, Doncaster.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. —  Bolton and Man­
chester Branches.— A joint meeting will be held at St. 
Mary’s, Prestwick, on Saturday, Aug. 30th, to start at
3.30 p.m. Bells (silent). Tea can be obtained at the 
Co-op Cafe until 6 p.m. There are still many 1939-40 
annual reports on hand.— Peter Crook and Joseph H. 
Ridyard, Branch Secs.

O XFO RD DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Sonning Deanery 
Branch. —  A meeting will be held at Crowthorne on 
Saturday, Aug. 30th. Service in Parish Church at 3.45 
p.m., followed by handbell ringing at the Vicarage and 
a cup of tea for those who inform me by Aug. 26th.—  
W . J.Paice, Hon. Sec., Merrel, California, Wokingham, 
Berks.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held on Saturday, Aug. 30th, at East 
Ardsley. Handbells from 3 p.m. Tea for drinking will ]

be provided. Members are requested to bring their own 
food. Business meeting in the Schools.— H. Lofthouse, 
Hon. Sec., 8, Wortley Road, Leeds 12.

M IDLAND .COUNTIES ASSOCIATION— Leicester 
District.— A meeting will be held at Countesthorpe on 
Aug. 30th. Ringing (silent) at about 3 p.m. (Six bells). 
Tea, about 5 p.m., at the King William IV ., is. 3d. 
each, for those only who notify Mr. W . Root, 19, 
Leicester Road, Countesthorpe, not later than Aug. 26th. 
— H i .  W . Perkins, Hon. Sec.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— A meeting 
will be held in the belfry of Southover, Lewes, on Satur­
day, Sept. 6th. Tower open 3 p.m. Six tower bells 
available for silent ringing. Tea, by kind invitation, 
only to those who notify Mr. G. P. Elphick, 66, Priory 
Street, Lewes, by previous Saturday.— S. E. Armstrong, 
Hon. Div. Sec.

W IN C H ESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN  
GUILD.— The annual general meeting will be held at 
Winchester on Saturday, Sept. 6th. Further particulars 
later. —  F. W . Rogers, Hon. Gen. Sec., 183, Chats- 
worth Avenue, Cosham, Hants.

■ O XFO RD  DIOCESAN GUILD. —  North Bucks 
Branch!— A quarterly meeting will be held at Newport 
Pagnell on Saturday, Sept. 6th. Handbells 3 p.m. Ser­
vice 3.30. Tea and meeting in Church House. Those 
requiring tea please notify me by Aug. 30th. All ringers 
welcome.— R. H. Howson, Hon. Sec., 19, Greeenfield 
Road, Newport Pagnell, Bletchley.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION; —  Tonbridge Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Sevenoaks on Saturday, 
Sept. 6th. Service at 4 p.m. Subscriptions can be paid 
at this meeting.— T. Saunders, Peckham Bush, Paddock 
Wood.

BATH AND W ELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 
— Chew Deanery Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be 
held at Yatton on Saturday, Sept. 6th. Bells (with silent 
apparatus) available 3 o ’clock. Divine service 4.30 p.m. 
Tea and business meeting 5 o ’clock. Tea for those who 
notify Mr. L. Pullin, High Street, Yatton, by Thursday,. 
Sept. 4th.— Percy G. Yeo, Hon. Sec., Long Ashton.

FOR SALE.— 800 copies ‘ Ringing W orld,’ 1921 to 
1940. What offers?— Box X ., j Ringing World ’ Office^ 
Woking.

‘ THE CHURCH BELLS OF BERK SH IRE.’ Part 
IV. Reprinted from the Journal of the Berks Archaeo­
logical Society. To be obtained from the author, Mr. 

"Frederick Sharpe, Derwen, Launton, Bicester, Oxford­
shire. Price one shilling.

F A L S E  A L A R M  A T  N O T T I N G H A M .

N o ttin g h a m  p eop le  cou ld  h a rd ly  b e lie v e  th e ir  e a r s  w h en  th e  b e ll o f  
T r in ity  C h u rch , in  th e  c i ty  ce n tre , r a n g  on  S u n d a y  a fte rn o o n . P o lic e  
fo u n d  a  C a n a d ia n , S g t .- A ir  G u n n e r  R ic h a r d  D e r r y , in  th e  b a lc o n y , 
n e a r th e  b e ll ro p e . H e  6a id  to  th em , * I  w a n t  th e  p a d r e .’ A t  N o t­
tin g h a m  on M o n d a y  D e r r y  p lea d ed  g u il ty  to  b e in g  d ru n k  an d  d is­
o r d e r ly  b u t  h e  w a s  g iv en  a go o d  c h a ra c te r  b y  h is  com im in d in g officer, 
a n d  t h e V a s e  w a s  d ism issed . * * '

BELL. ROPES
M A D E  F R O M  I T A L I A N  H E M P . O R  I T A L I A N  F L A X . 
S O F T  A N D  P L I A B L E  I N  H A N D . ALT, R O P E S  S E N T  

C A R R I A G E  P A I D  A N D  O N  A P P R O V A L .
C h e a p  Q u o ta tio n s. E sta b lish e d  ISO y e a n .  'P h o n e  203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, CRAMKAM
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The Central Council Publications
T O *  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T - F R E E  

f r o m  t h e  
R e v. E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

d.
9

C O L L E C T I O N  O F  P E A I £ — S e c tio n  I . (O dd-B eU  T re b le
D o m in a te d  M eth od s) .........................................................................

C O L L E C T I O N  <>F P E A L S — S ectio n  I I . (P la in  B o b  an d
D o a b le  O x fo rd  B o b ) ..................................................................................

C O L L E C T I O N  O F  P E A L S — S ectio n  H I . (D o a b le  N o rw ich ) .. .  . 

C O R R I G E N D A  L E A F L E T  issued  fre e  w ith  th e  ab o v e  co llectio n s

C O L L E C T I O N  O F  T R I P L E S  M E T H O D S  ......................................
R E P O R T  O F  C O N F E R E N C E  W I T H  S . P .A .B ..................................

C A R D  O F  I N S T R U C T IO N S  I N  T H E  C A R E  A N D  U S E  O F
B E L L S  .. .  ............  .. .  . . .  .. . ... . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .

M E T H O D  S H E E T S .— S te d m a n  a n d  Q ra n d sire  T r ip le s  ............
C a m b r id g e  S u r p rise  M a jo r  .....................
D o u b le  N o rw ich  a n d  C a m b r id g e  C o u rt
B r is to l S u r p rise  M a jo r  ............................

H I N T S  T O  I N S T R U C T O R S  A N D  B E G I N N E R S  .....................
V A R I A T I O N  A N D  T R A N S P O S I T I O N  .. .  ......................................
C O L L E C T I O N  O F  D O U B L E S  A N D  M IN O R  M E T H O D S  (N ew  

E d itio n ) .................................................................................................. .

The Jasper Snowdon Series
R E V I S E D  P R I C E S .

‘ B O P E - S I G H T ,’ I s . lO d .; n in th  e d it io n ; 150 p a g e s ;  tr e a ts  P la in  B o b  
co m m en cin g  on th re e  b ells .

' G R A N D S I R E ,’ 2s. lO d .• secon d  e d itio n ; 204 p a g e s , co m m en cin g  on 
fiv e  b e lls , co m p le te  w ith  th e  T h o m p so n  C h a r ts , e tc .

* S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S ,’ n in th  e d itio n , 2s. lO d.
‘ S T E D M A N ,’ 2s. lO d. A n  e n tir e ly  n e w  book b y  J . A rm ig e r  T ro llop e .

C o n ta in s  f u ll  in stru ctio n s  fo r  r in g in g  an d  co n d u c tin g  th e  m eth od  
on  5  to  1 1  b alls, w ith  to u ch es  a n d  p ea ls , a n d  p ro o f a n d  com p osition . 

‘  T R E B L E  B O B ,’ Is . lO d .; secon d e d itio n ; w ith  a p p e n d ix ; 100 p a g es. 
‘  S U R P R I S E  M E T H O D S .’ 2s. lOd. A  b o o k  b y  th e  la t e  R e v . 0 . D . P .  

D a v ie s , M .A ., F .R .A .8 . C o n ta in s  a  ta b u la te d  b e t o f  p e a ls , 10 
d ia g ra m s , 126 p a g e s . / _

A ll  p o s t fr e e , o n  le o e ip t o f  p o s ta l o rd e r, fro m  

Mias MARGARET E, SNOWDON 
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s t o n , L a n c e

P U B L IC A T IO N S '
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand .̂ 6Jd. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
*post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7|d. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
b y  E . S . a n d  M . P O W E L L .

C o n ta in in g  fu ll  an d  co m p le te  in stru c tio n  fro m  th e  firs t h a n d lin g  
o f  a b e ll  to  th e  r in g in g  a n d  c o n d u c tin g  o f  p e a ls  o f  G ra n d sire , 
S te d m e n , P la in  B o b  a n d  K e n t  T r e b le  B o b .

L a r g e  se le c tio n  o f  C o m p o sitio n s in c lu d ed .
P r ic e : —  C o m p le te  e d itio n , to  8 b e lls , c lo th , 120pp., 2_/9 
(6 co p ies fo r  1 5 / - ) ,  6 b e l l  e d itio n  sew n , p a p e r  covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 cop ies fo r  6 / - ) .

O b tainable on ly  p o st f m  fr o m  Rev.1 E. 8 . POWELL* 
( t a v s r t o n  V loarajto, neap O avsn try ,

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
E st. 1 8 2 0 Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) L td .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O roer youp Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rices  in cre a se , 
p r e -w a r  q u ality , and send ua yo u r old  Bell Ropee  

fo r  rep airs w h ilst n ot In use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
W edding G ift

wrrectly Modelled BELL IKKSTAKD &  in Solid Silver

D ia m e te r 2|in 2iixL 8iim. 3} in , t in . 4iin. 5in . 5 iin  
P rice  1 8 /6  2 2 /8  2 8 /6  3 3 /6  4 2 /-  5 2 /6  6 7 /6  7 8  6

T h e  6in . s ize is  also m ade to  h o ld  50 c ig a re tte s .

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T c  D V T C C P I  I  Jeweller 
, C ,  K U S D D L i L  and Optician

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of, 'many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  St S on s, M idland C lock W o rk s , 

□epby, Ltd.
Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 6 S  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y  >

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

P r in te d  fo r th e  P r o p r ie to r  b y  th e  W o o d b rid g e  P re ss , L t d .,  G u ild  
fo rd , a n d  P u b lish e d  b y  th e  R o lls  H ou se  P u b lish in g  C o ., L t d .,  B r e a m  

B u ild in g s , L on d on , B.C.4.
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GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON L td
CROYDON

Founders of the ^  
H E A V IE S T  B ELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

in
CANADA 

S. AFRICA 
NEW ZEALAND

♦
Telephone 

Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

W A R  T I M E  M E E T IN G S .
The continuance of the ban on the ringing of church 

bells is having an increasingly serious effect, not only on 
the art but also on the existence of the ringing associa­
tions themselves. It is, perhaps, to be expected and much 
of it is unavoidable, but it is none the less regrettable. 
Those whose chief interest was in their Sunday service 
ringing have nothing to hold them together; others who 
took a wider interest and enjoyed the social attraction of 
meetings as well as the practice such gatherings provided, 
have few inducements. Soundless bells are a poor sub­
stitute for the lovely voices we all so much enjoyed; and 
somehow «there usually seems only a half-hearted atmos­
phere about meetings deprived of tjpe church bells.

It may be for these reasons that in many districts ring­
ing meetings appear to have been entirely abandoned, 
but, despite all the drawbacks, the ringers who are left 
ought not to resort to what amounts to a policy of 
despair. Even small gatherings are worth while, if only 
to preserve the life of the organisations and contact be­
tween members who remain at home, and, while the 
meetings must of necessity be of a- restricted nature, 
their complete abandonment is to be greatly deplored. 
The example of the Ancient Society of College Youths, 
who are still maintaining their traditions by meeting fort­
nightly, despite having been bombed out of their official 
home, is one on, which other associations might 
ponder and from which they may take heart. The gather­
ings are small, but the few who meet are faithful, and 
when better times come and ringing is once more re- 
stored; the College Youths will have added to their 
prestige by the continuity of their activities and their 
determination that even in these disturbed times they will 
not break faith with the past.

W e do not, of course, know what may be in store, but 
while there is opportunity associations should do their 
utmost to keep in touch with the members still left. If 
they do not do so they cannot complain later that the 
members have left them, although we repeat that those 
>vho remain ought, in loyalty, to continue to support their 
associations and not let their membership lapse through 
the non-payment of subscriptions because they imagine 
they are getting nothing in return. Nevertheless associa­
tions in their turn have a duty to the members, and in 
many cases much more could be done than is at present 
apparent to retain interest. Even the smallest meeting 
is not without its value, fey, if nothing else, it is a sign 
of life. At the same time there should be an effort to pro­
vide some kind of attraction, and this ought not to be 
difficult where the officials are men, or women, of initiative.

{C o n tin u ed  on  p a g e  410.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).'

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most Important Clocks 

In the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E ST O R E S .

'THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B ankfield  Te rra c e , B urley, Leeds.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER'S BADGE,
a  Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole,
I) Brooch or Pendant

UgJ W ith name of your Association engraved
— as Illustration, 

get. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M ARKED  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G I L T  OR W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/- 

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can ISS be en8rave  ̂ on the reverse side at a
Irafl HE small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, S B S t  “ D
C DADIf S T  '  U lU E U E & n  SOM EBSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
‘ METHOD SPLICINQ,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from 1 The Ringing World ’ Office, 
LOWER PYRPORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

M a k e r t o  S t . P a u l ’s  C a th e d r a l, W e stm in ste r  A b b e y , Im p e r ia l In s t i­
tu te , C a n te r b u r y , E d in b u rg h , S t .  A lb a n s , L in c o ln , D u rh a m , P e t e r ­
b o ro u g h , M elb o u rn e  (A u str a lia ) , R o c h e ste r , D u b lin , B t. P a t r ic k ’s, 

M a n ch ester, D u r b a n  a n d  W o rc e s te r  C a th e d ra ls , e tc ., e tc .

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

For instance, now that no one is in a hurry to get back 
to the belfry, which used formerly to be the excuse for 
cutting short the business meetings, talks and discussions 
on the many-sided interests of ringing might be arranged 
and in this way post-war plans might be usefully de­
veloped, as well as much instructive material of various 
kinds disseminated and ideas ventilated. This might 
eventually encourage more members to take a hand in the 
affairs of the association, because they will have derived 
an extended interest and will be ready, when the time 
comes, to throw themselves with greater enthusiasm into 
putting their own bands, their own associations and the 
Exercise into top gear again.

W e must not imagine that, when the war finishes, 
ringing will be able to start again exactly where it left 
off. A good deal will have- been lost, and there will be 
much leeway to make up. Bands have got to be rebuilt, 
and where there are, as inevitably there must be, gaps to 
be filled, a great deal of time will have to be spent in the 
recovery. It may not be possible at the moment to stay 
the adverse current, but it should be the business of all 
who remain at home to prepare for the brighter days. In 
the 'towns it must rest with the individual  ̂ ringers, the 
faithful few; but they are entitled to the help which asso­
ciations can give by bringing them together as often as 
possible for mutual encouragement and an exchange of 
ideas. The pessimistic secretaries #?ho fail to hold meet­
ings for fear of small attendances need * gingering up. ’ 
Pessimism breeds despair, and where this creeps in, jthe 
effort required to re-establish ringing later on will be 
all the greater and the difficulties all the more formidable.

A  P E A L  OF H I G H B U R Y  B O B  M A J O R .
5,056 C H A N G E S .

B y  E . 
23456

C. S . T U R N E R . 
0  H  F  I

34856
25346 --- —
53246 ---
32546 ---
54326 --- —
42356 —

42635 __
26435 —
43265 --- —
32465 ---
24365
36245 --- / —
623*5 —  .
62534- _, _
53264 s —
32564 1k"~~
25364 {t _
36254 — —
62354 —
23654 —

65234 '_ _
23546 —  • _ _
54236 — —
23465 — —  —

R e p e a te d .
R un g' on h a n d b ells  a t  B u s h e y  on J u ly  25th, 1941, th e  firs t in  th« 

m eth o d . C a n  b e  u sed  fo r  a n y  P la in  m eth o d  w ith  J  lead -en ds.
T h e  m eth o d  is N o. 6 in  th e  C e n tr a l C o u n cil’s  C o llectio n  o f  P la in  

M a jo r  M eth od s.

BELL. ROPES
M A D E  F R O M  I T A L I A N  H E M P , O R  I T A L I A N  F L A X . 
S O F T  A N D  P L I A B L E  I N  H A N D . A L L  R O P E S  S E N T  

C A R R I A G E  P A I D  A N D  O N  A P P R O V A L .
C h eap  Q u o ta tio n s. E sta b lish e d  150 y e a r s . ’P h o n e  203.

D A V I D  M A X O N .  ROPE WORKS, UUNTHAV
...............................  - —  - - - ----- ■ - -
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H A N D B E L L  P E A L S .
T U N S T A L L , K E N T .

T H E  K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .
On Sunday, August 17, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty Minutes,

I n t h b  R in s in g  C h a m b e r  o f  t h b  C h u r c h  o f  S t . Jo h n - t h e -B a p t is t , 
A PEAL O F  G R A N D S IR E  T R IP L E S ,  8040 C H A N G E S ; 

P a r k e r ’ s T w e l v e - p a r t . T e n o r  s ize  15 in C .
• G e o r g e  H . S pice  .............  1-2 I Jo h n  E . S pic e  .............. . . .  5-6
t B e t t y  S pic e  . . .  . . .  . . .  3-4 | { W il l ia m  S p i o e .......................  7-8

C o n d u cte d  b y  J oh n  E . S p ic e .
~ F ir s t  p e a l ‘  in  h a n d .’ t  F ir s t  p e a l. } F ir s t  p e a l ‘ in  h a n d  ’ on 

e ig h t  b ells . F ir s t  p e a l on e ig h t  b e lls  as co n d u cto r.

W E S T  B R ID G F O R D , N O T T S .

T H E  M I D L A N D  C O U N T I E S  A S S O C IA T I O N .

On Monday, August 18, 1941, in One Hour and Fifty-Five Minutes,
A t  9 , P a t r ic k  R o a d ,

A PEAL O F  G R A N D S IR E  D O U B L E S ,  6040 CHANGES|
R e v . R . D . S t . J. S m ith  . . .  i -a  | R a l p h  N a r b o r o o g h  .............  3-4

B e r n a r d  B r o w n .......................  5-6
C o n d u cte d  b y  R a l p h  N a r b o r o o g h .

B R I S T O L .
T H E  G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R I S T O L  D I O C E S A N  A S S O C IA T I O N .

On Monday, August 18, 1941, in Two Hours and Twenty-Five Minutes,
I n t h e  R in g in g  C h a m b e r  of  t h b  C h d r c h  of  S t . Jo h n - o n -t h e -W a l l  

A PEAL O F  G R A N D 8IRE T R IP L E S ,  B040 C H A N Q E 81
P a r k e r 's  T w e l v e - p a 1! t  (7th  o b s e r v a tio n ) . T e n o r  s iz e  15 in  C .

T hom as H a r r is  .......................  1-2 I A l b e r t  M . T y l e r  .... . . .  5-6
R o y s t o n  G . B r y a n t  . . .  . . .  3-4 | ‘ G e o r g e  H . S m it h  .............  7-8

C o n d u c te d  b y  A l b e r t  M . T y l e r .
W it n e s s e d  b y  D o n a ld  G . C l i f t .

*  F ir s t  p e a l o f  T rip le s . R u n g  as  a  b ir th d a y  co m p lim en t to  R o y sto n  
G . B r y a n t .

B R IS T O L .
T H E  G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R I S T O L  D I O C E S A N  A S S O C IA T I O N . 

( B r is t o l  G u il d  o f  H a n d b e l l  R in g b r s . )
Oh Friday, August 22, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-Six Minutes,

A t  21, W a t h e n  R o a d , S t . A n d r e w ’ s ,
H o u r 's  O r ig in a l . T e n o r  s iz e  18 in  G  fla t.

T h o m a s  H a r r i s .......................  1-2  I R o y s t o n  G . B r y a n t .............. 5-6
A l b e r t  M . T y l e r  .............  3-4 | D o n a l d  G . C l if t  .............. 7-8

C o n d u c te d  b y  D o n a l d  G . C l i f t .
F ir s t  p e a l in  th e  m e th o d  o n  h a n d b e lls  co n d u cto r. A  b ir th d a y  

co m p lim en t to  th e  r in g e r  o f 1-2. F ir s t  p e a l o n  th is ' b e a u tifu l s e t  o f 
bells.

.  L A N C A S H I R E  A S S O C I A T I O N .
M E E T I N G  A T  S T . N I C H O L A S ’ , L I V E R P O O L .

O w in g  m o st l ik e ly  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  b e lls  o f  S t .  N ic h o la s ’ , L iv e r ­
p ool, h a v e  b een  ta k e n  dow n  fro m  th e  ste e p le , th e r e  w a s  n o t su ch  a 
go od  a tte n d a n c e  as p re v io u s ly  a t  th e  m e e tin g  o f  th e  L iv e rp o o l B ra n ch  
o f  th e  L a n c a s h ire  A sso cia tio n , h e ld  on  A u g u s t  16 th  in  th e  b e lfr y . In  
ad d itio n  to  th e  lo c a l co m p a n y , m em b ers w e re  p re s e n t fro m  B o o tle , 
W e^ t D e r b y , W o o lto n  an d  W a lla s e y . A  w elco m e v is ito r  w a s  M r. 
G . W . M a sse y , of. C la y g a te , S u r r e y , w h o  w a s  e le c te d  a n o n -resid en t 
life  m em b er o f  th e  asso ciation .

T h e  R e c to r  o f  L iv e rp o o l, th e  R e v . D . R a ilto n , p re s id e d  a t  th e  m eet­
in g . A f t e r  r e fe r r in g  to  th e  re m o v a l o f  S t .  N ic h o la s ’ b e lls  to  a p la c e  
o f s a fe ty , h e  stre sse d  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  r in g e rs  b e in g  r e a d y  to  p la y  
th e ir  p a r t  in  th e  w o rk  w h ic h  w i ll  b e  n e ce ssa ry  a f t e r  th e  w a r  is  over. 
S o m e o f  th e  d e stro y e d  ch u rch es w i ll  b e  r e b u i lt ;  h e  h o p e d  th e y  w ou ld  
He m a n y  a n d  in c lu d e  S t .  N ic h o la s ’ . H e  h o p e d  t h a t  th o se  w h o se b e lls  
h a d  b een  d e stro y e d  w o u ld  h a v e  th e m  re p la c e d  so t h a t  th e y  cou ld  a g a in  
b e  u sed  fo r  th e  p u rp o se fo r  w h ic h  t h e y  w e re  ca st.

I t  w a s d ecid ed  to  h o ld  a n o th e r  m e e tin g  on  S a tu r d a y , S e p te m b e r 
13th . W e s t  D e r b y  w a s  p rop o sed, an d , fa i l in g  th a t ,  S t . F r a n c is  X a v ie r , 
L iv e rp o o l. I t  is  h o p ed  t h a t  p e rm issio n  w ill b e  o b ta in e d  t o  u se  th e  
to w e l' b e lls  fo r  s ile n t r in g in g  a s  ai*  a d d itio n  to  h a n d b e ll r in g in g .

TROLLOPE’S ' COLLEGE YOUTHS9 I
A  History of the Society

5/6 (post free) from

‘ THE RINGING WORLD’ ROAD

M E M O R A B L E  P E A L  R E C A L L E D .
N e x t  S u n d a y  is th e  a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  th e  lo n g e s t  h a n d b e ll p e a l on 

record , 19,738 o f  S te d m a n  C a te rs , r u n g  in  th e  b e lfry  a t  H o ly  T r in ity  
C h u rch , G u ild fo rd , 011 A u g u s t  3 1st, 1912, b y  A r th u r  E . S h e p h e rd , 
A lfr e d  H . P u llin g , W illia m  S h ep h erd , J a m e s  H u n t a n d  F r a n k  B lo n d e ll.

I t  w a s  a  g r e a t  p e rfo r m a n c e , b u t  fe l l  sh o rt o f th e  o r ig in a l in te n tio n  
o f  th e  b a n d . T h e  ‘ p r iz e  ’ w a s  to  h a v e  b een  th e  ‘ fiv e  tw o s  ’— 22,222, 
b u t i t  w a s  c u t  ju s t  sh o rt o f  tw e n ty  th o u sa n d . T h e  a r ra n g e m e n ts  fo r  
th e  p e a l p ro v id e d  fo r  a  s t a r t  a t  "12 noon, b u t  in  th e  m o rn in g  o n e  o f  
th e  b a n d  s e n t to  s a y  he cou ld  n o t a r r iv e  u n ti l 1  p .m ., w h ic h  a c tu a lly  
tu r n e d  o u t to  b e  n e a r ly  tw o  o ’clock.

A t  1 1 .1 5  p .m ., w h en  u su a lly  a l l  th e  b a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  b een  in bed, 
th e re  w a s  s till  n e a r ly  th re e  th o u sa n d  ch a n g e s  to  r in g , a n d  th e  con ­
d u cto r a sk e d  i f  th e y  a ll a g re e d  to  go  on, b u t  k n o w in g  th e  t im e  an d  
b e in g  tire d , som e th o u g h t th e y  h ad  b e t te r  fin ish . T h e  la s t  b o b  a t  4 
p u t  th e  b ells  in to  th e  h a n d -stro k e  p la in  cou rse, a n d  th e  b e lls  w ere  
a llo w e d  to  co m e hom e w ith  19,728 ch a n g es  in  9 h o u rs 32 m in u te s . H a d  
th e y  g o n e  on  fo r  th e  fu ll  le n g th  th e  r in g in g  w o u ld  h a v e  en d ed  a t  
a b o u t a  q u a r te r  to  one.

T h is  is  w h a t  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ sa id  a b o u t th e .p e a l  in  th e  fo l­
lo w in g  issu e :—

‘ I t  w a s  n o t u n ti l 1 .5 5  p .m . t h a t  th e  b e lls  g o t  a w a y  to  a  go o d  s ta r t  
a f t e r  tw o  a t te m p ts  a t  th e  go in g-o ff course. T h e  s tr ik in g  w a s  s p le n d id ' 
a n d  th e  h a lf  o f  th e  tw e n ty -tw o  th o u sa n d  ra n  u p  in  5  h ou rs 23 m in u tes . 
T h e  tu r n in g  cou rse  w a g  p e r fe c t ly  ru n g  a n d  th e  ta p p in g  w ith  th e  b e lls  
in  th e  h a n d str o k e  p o sitio n  w a s a s  g o o d  as i t  h a d  been in  th e  t ittu m s . 
C o u rse  a f t e r  co u rse  ro lled  fa u ltle ss ly  a w a y , b u t  i t  w a s  o b viou s t h a t  
th e  p e a l w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  cu rta ile d .

‘ I t  w a s r e a lly  a  w o n d e rfu l p e rfo rm a n ce  a n d  co n stitu te s  a  w o r ld ’s 
d o u b le  re c o rd , in a sm u ch  as  i t  is n o t o n ly  b y  fa r  th e  lo n g e s t le n g th  
y e t  ru n g  011 h an d b ells , b u t i t  is  a lso  th e  g r e a te s t  n u m b er o f  ch a n g e s  
e v e r  ru n g  b y  on e s e t  o f  m en.

‘ I n c id e n ta lly  i t  w a s  A lfr e d  P u l lin g ’s 300tli p e a l, o f  w h ich  127 h ad  
b een  on h a n d b ells . H e  h ad  co n d u cted  240 o f th e  to t a l,  in c lu d in g  a ll 
th e  58 p e a ls  o f S te d m a n  C a te r s  w h ic h  he h a d  ru n g  on  h a n d b ells .

‘ A  n u m b er o f u m p ires, in c lu d in g  th e  E d ito r  o f  “ T h e  R in g in g  
W o r ld ,”  a ss is te d  in  ch e c k in g  th e  p e a l, b u t  on ty  on e s ta y e d  fro m  b e ­
ginning! to  end. T h is  w a s  M r. A . H . W in c h , w h o, a s  h e  h a d  to  b e  
b a ck  in  L e a th e r h e a d  on S u n d a y  m orn in g, w a lk e d  hom e, a  d is ta n ce  o f 
12  m iles, a f t e r  th e  p e a l ! ’

H e re  a r e  som e co m m en ts 011 th e  p e a l w h ic h  w e re  m a d e  in  ‘  T h e  
R in g in g  W o rld  ’ a  w eek  la te r  : * T h e  m o re  o n e  th in k s  a b o u t  th §  record  
p e a l th e  m ore w o n d e rfu l i t  a p p e a rs . T o  r in g  Steclm an  C a te r s  “  d o u b le  
h a n d ed  ”  fo r  9 h o u rs  32 m in u te s  w ith o u t  a  p au se is  a  t r u ly  r e m a r k ­
a b le  p e r fo r m a n c e . T h e  m ere  co n c e n tra tio n  o f  m in d  n e ce ssa ry  fo r  su ch  
a  le n g th  o f  t im e  is  in  its e lf  a  w o n d e rfu l f e a t .  W e  le a rn  t h a t  th e  
o n ly  re a l tr ip  w a s  a b o u t tw e lv e  co u rses fro m  hom e, b u t  cool h ead s 
an d  s m a r t  co n d u c tin g  sa v e d  th e  s itu a tio n . I t  also h a d  th e  e ffect o f 
w a k in g  th e  r in g e rs  u p  a n d  a f t e r  th e  tr ip  th e  b e lls  ra n  o u t w ith o u t a 
m isb lo w  to  a  b r i llia n t  finish.*

T h e  speed  a t  w h ich  th e  v a r io u s  p o rtio n s  o f  th e  p e a l w ere  ru n g  is 
in te r e s tin g . T h e  a v e r a g e  p a c e  w a s  34 .̂5 ch a n g e s  a  m in u te , a n d  th e  
fo llo w in g  fig u re s  co m p iled  fr o m  n o tes m a d e  b y  on e o f th e  u m p ires a s  
th e  r in g in g  p ro ^ r^ se d  sh o w  h ow  lit t le  th e  p a c e  v a r ie d . T h e  p e a l w a s  
d iv id ed  a p p ro x im a te ly  in to  24-course b lo c k s  o f  2,592 ch a n g es  each , 
e x c e p t w h en  th e  2nd w a s  5 th ’e  p la c e  b e ll, a n d  th en  th e  b lo c k  con sisted  
o f seven  cou rses o n ly .

T H E  H A N D B E L L  RECORD.

A c tu a l T im e T im e  O c cu p ie d  C h a n g e s
Start- 1 .5 5  p .m .

24 C ourses 3. 8 „ 73 m ins. 35.6
24 4.22 „ 74 „ ' 35.1

7 +■44 „ . 22 „ 34.3
24 6. 4 „ 8 0 ., „ 32.5
24 7.18  „ 74 „ 35.1
24 8.34 „ 76 „ 34.2
24 9.46 „ 72 „ 36.1

7 10. 8 „ 22 „ 34.3
24 11.2 7 „ 79 „ 32.9

H e r e  is a n o th e r  n o te  o f in te r e st a b o u t th e  p e a l-  O ne o f th e  r in g e rs  
w a s  so se a te d  th a t  he cou ld  see  th e  b elfry*  c lo ck  b y  tu r n in g  his h ead . 
T h e  firs t tim e  h e  lo o k ed  a t  i t  w a s w h en  th e  b e lls  s ta r te d  a t  1.55 p .m . 
T h e  n e x t t im e  w a s  a t  10.5 p .m .! H e  w a s  to o  en grossed  in  h is  jot) to  
w o rry  a b o u t h ow  th e  h o u rs w ere  p assin g , o r  else it  w a s  t h a t  h« rea lised  
he h ad  a lo n g  w a y  to  go  a n d  i t  w a s  no go o d  lo o k in g  to o  soon.

S H O U L D  P U B L I C I T Y  C E A S E  ?
* To th e E ditor.

D e a r S ir ,— Y o u r  le a d in g  a r tic le  o f A u g u s t 8th  c a lle d  a t te n tio n  to  
th e  m a tte r  th a t  a ll r in g e rs  sh ou ld  w a tc h  c a r e fu lly .

I t  has b een  m y  e x p erien ce , a n d  no d o u b t y o u rs , t h a t  i t  is th e  
m in o r ity  w ho ta k e  an  a c t iv e  an d  o fte n  a d v e rs e  in te r e st in  m ost 
m a tte rs . B e lls  an d  th e ir  noise a re  n o  ex cep tio n . T h e  vo ice  o f th is  
m in o r ity  is  u su a lly  h e a rd  th e  lo u d est, th e  rea so n  b e in g  th a t  th e  
m a jo r ity  do n o t ta k e  a n y  a c tio n  u n til i;h e ir  in te r e sts  a r e  d efin ite ly  
th re a te n e d .

W h ile  a g r e e in g  w ith  y o u r a r tic le , i t  w ou ld  b e  w ell, I  th in k , to  b e a r  
th is  in  m in d . F R E D E R I C K  E , P I T M A N

40, T w e e d y  R o a d , B ro m le y , K e n t .
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T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL .
(C o n tin u ed  fro m  p a g e  401.)

T R U T H  IN P E A L  R IN G IN G .
It will be remembered that one of the resolutions, pro­

posed by Arthur Heywood and adopted at the Jo'hnson 
dinner in 1889, declared that it was ‘ eminently desir­
able that there should be some authoritative definition 
as to the extent of departure from absolute correctness 
of ringing which may be permitted in a true peal.’ Hey­
wood evidently intended this to be one of the matters 
for the proposed Central Council; he mentioned it at 
one or two of the early meetings ; and it was debated 
at Bristol in 1898.

It, is a question which has interested ringers in one’ 
form or another from the earliest days of change ring­
ing, and it will no doubt continue to interest them as 
long as the art is practised.

In theory, when we ring a peal we claim not only 
to have struck a certain number of .changes without re­
petition of any one, but also to have performed a given 
amount of work without any mistake whatever. That 
is th» theory. But the practice is not quite the same, 
and of very few peals indeed is it literally true. One 
missed dodge, one faulty blow is enough to invalidate 
the claim ; and we are compelled to accept as a true peal 
something which only approximately fulfils the required 
conditions. -

The question therefore which ringers have always had, 
consciously or unconsciously, to face is this: Since per­
fection can hardly be hoped for how far are we justified 

^n ignoring any lapses from it?
It is an extraordinarily difficult question, and the 

answers that ringers have given by their action as well 
as by their words are very diverse.

W e  may say quite definitely that the number of men 
who would , consent to the publication of a false peal is 
very small. There are some who for the sake of scoring 
a peal will do things which they know are not qujte 
right and which they would be ashamed ,to own up to, 
but they are very few. The vast majority act up to 
what they think is the required standard, but the diffi­
culty is that the standard is sometimes lower than it 
ought to be.

Many years ago) after over two hours’ quite good 
ringing I was asked why I stopped the bells. I 
answered, ‘ Because the third and fourth had shifted.’
‘ But why did you stop the bells? W e could easily 
have put them right again.’ The men who said that 
were quite honest and would not have wittingly done 
anything they thought was wrong. On the other hand, 
there is a story, of a well-known Suffolk ringer who was 

'one of a band that was trying to ring a peal of. Treble 
Bob Rflyal on handbells at a time when peals of Treble 
Bob Royal on handbells were rare. They had been 
ringing for a long time without any trips and with mosf 
excellent striking when he put his bells aown. Asked 
why he did so, he replied, 1 When we ring the peal, 
we’ll ring a true one.’ His bells had been crossing in 
3-4 and should have made places, but he dodged them 
and did not realise the mistake until he had made it.

These incidents show how very diverse are the 
opinions of ringers, and there is tin addition all that is 
involved in the not uncommon cases where during a peal 
a trip degenerates into a muddle in which half the band 
have lost therhselves and the other half who know what

they should do cannot find where to do it. Then the 
conductor or another in the band straightens out things 
and saves the peal. As an exhibition of skill and 
knowledge such a thing often is admirable, but how far 
can it be said to be compatible with true peal ringing ? 
Often there is no guarantee that the bells were not 
already wrong before the muddle began, or t̂ hat the 
change where they are brought out of the muddle is the 
one they would be at if there had been no muddle.

At Bristol the Council was invited to discuss how far 
and under what conditions any departure from the true 
and clear ringing of every change is permissible in the 
performance of a peal. F. »E. Robinson was entrusted 
with the opening of the debate. Heywood probably 
asked him because he was eminently distinguished as a 
peal ringer, but his speech was inconclusive and disap­
pointing, and neither he nor the Council as a whole rose 
to the occasion. What was needed was a plain and 
straightforward declaration that though absolute perfec­
tion is unattainable, yet every conductor and every 
ringer should aim at it. Men should be induced to feel 
that truth in peal ringing is not only a point of honour, 
but also a matter of self interest. When that is done 
the question of fjow far lapses are allowable can safely 
be left to the individual. But many people thought, and 
Heywood among them, that a definite line could be 
drawn between merely faulty ringing and false ringing.

Robinson said that he thought the time had come when 
the Council might undertake to say how far a departure 
from a true peal should be permitted. In former times 
the standard was a low one. He remembered a con­
ductor wha used to say, ‘ I don’t trouble about the little 
bells so long as the big’uns keep smartish,’ and another 
who would say if there was a hitch, ‘ Now then! give 
one good fire and do what I tell you. ’

I rather doubt the last tale. It does not sbund quite 
true. It used to be told about Washbrook, and prob­
ably was invented by someone who was trying to satirise 
his extraordinary skill as a conductor. Unless, indeed, 
it is one of those traditional tales which have come' down 
from the remote past and have been applied from time 
to time to many people. Likt the other one of the man 
who never made but one good blow in a peal, and that 
was vvherf-he missed his sally.

Probably in the past there was a good deal of laxity 
in some places, but there is no evidence that it was 
general. The standard of good striking and true ring­
ing was a very high, one in Norwich and the Eastern 
Counties generally, and so it was in London among the 
College Youths. John Cox was accused of having done 
some rather shkdy things in peal ringing; but his 
accuser had a reason for discrediting him, and the 

“Charge would hardly have been madg if the practices 
were at all common.

Robinson went on to point out that in Triples a peal 
runs to the full extent of the changes, any lapse would 
almost certainly cause repetition, and therefore Triples 
should be rung on more rigid lines than other numbers.

He was here referring to a fallacy by which many 
ringers have sought to excuse their lapses. Suppose 
you are ringing a peal of Stedman, Caters df the sort 
then usual without singles. If there is a shift of course 
and the two bells are afterwards put right, there will 
still be no repetition o f changes. W hy cannot you count 
it as a true peal ? I objected that it would not be Sted-,
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man Caters. Heywood said, ‘ What you mean is, I 
suppose, that it would not be the peal they started for.’
‘ No, I don’t , ’ I said. ‘ What I mean, is that in a true 
peal of Stedman Caters, you can’t have a shift and a 
single, any more than you can in Stedman Triples,' and 
the fact that there has been no repetition of changes has 
nothing to do with it.’

Robinson was here hampered by the memory of what 
had happened not so long before at Taunton. On June 
25th, 1885, he called a peal of Stedman Caters in that 
town with a band that included Washbrook and Davies. 
It was reported in ‘ The Bell News ’ in the usual way, 
but some time afterwards rumours began to get about 
that the ringing had been false. What had happened 
was this : a shift had occurred and to get the bells round 
a single was called. I rather imagine from what was 
said that it was Washbrook who put the single in. When 
the peal was finished there was a discussion in the belfry 
and though Robinson was uneasy about the matter, he 
did not object when the report was sent (by. another 
man) to ‘ The Bell News.’ When in 1892 the peal 
was publicly challenged he admitted it was false, but 
rather glossed over the matter. A week or two later-, 
however, he wrote again and made what he called a 
lenten confession, when he fully admitted his mistake 
and took the responsibility. It was an honourable thing 
to do; and’ can hardly have been an easy one for a man 
in his position, but it shed a rather unfavourable light on 
the standard of peal ringing current in some quarters.

An incident, not unlike the Taunton one, happened as 
far back as 1796 at Christ Church, Spitalfields. A band 
of the Junior Society of Cumberland Youths, with W il­
liam Williams as conductor and John Noonan at the

fourth, rang 7,001 changes of Grandsire Caters. A 
footnote to the record in the peal book (which was, not 
written until several years later) states that ‘ the third 
and fifth were out of course five courses about the middle 
of the peal, after which they took their right course again 
to the end of the peal.’ The composition was an in­
course one, but we are left in doubt as ‘to whether the 
peal was considered a true one or not. *

The debate at Bristol did ^iot produce any striking 
speeches. The Council appeared to be rather afraid of 
the subject, and 'Heywood declared at the beginning of 
the debate that ‘ there was not a member present who 
would dare to move a resolution upon it even if they dis­
cussed it.’ At the close he said that when a man was 
conducting, his motives were excellent, and so they were 
when the peal was finished, but when he got into a fix 
there was no telling what he would not do. He had him­
self rung a great many peals, some in which things had 
happened which, if he related them, would make their 
hair stand on end. One rather wonders where he had 
met with these alarming experiences. The^great majority 
of his peals were rung in his own tower with himself as 
conductor, or with the Burton-on-Trent band, or at 
Birmingham. He also missed the real point. No one can 
complain when a conductor does everything he can think 
of to save a peal. The real test is whether the saved peal 
should afterwards be considered up to the standard neces­
sary for it to rank as a true peal. In the event the only 
resolution passed by the Council on the subject in 1902 
declared that any shift or error ii) ringing must be imme­
diately corrected. The Exercise has alwj^s recognised 
this rule, and few would care to admit they had ever 
willingly broken it.

...... ..  . . . I . - I  111 — . . . »  . . . . .  »
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MEARS & 
STAINBANK.

IB e llfo u ttd e rs  St 
IB e l l  h a n g e r s ,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.I.

T e le p h o n e  B is h o p s g a te  8 8 4 9

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR..
4 8  o w t. O q r. S lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E LLS
in sets of any number. 

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES, &c.

F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12 th  y e a r  
o f  r e ig n  o f  

E l iz a b e t h ) .

B E L F R Y  G O S S IP .
T h e  m e e tin g  o f  th e  H e r tfo r d  C o u n ty  A sso ciation  a t  B u sh e y , w h ich  

w a s to  h a v e  b een  h e ld  to -m orrow , h a s  b e e n  ca n ce llc d . M e e tin g s  w ill 
b e  resu m ed  on th e  la s t  S a tu r d a y  in  S e p te m b e r .

C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  M r. R . T . W o o d le y , on e o f  th e  o ld e st m em b ers 
o f  th e  A n c ie n t  S o c ie ty  o f C o lle g e  Y o u th s , w ho re a ch e s  h is  82nd tfirth - 
d a y  to -d a y .

S u n d a y  is t h e  tw e n ty -th ir d  a n n iv e rsa ry  o f  th e  d e a th  o f B e r tr a m  
P r e w e tt , w ho w a s  k il le d  on  a c tiv e  se rv ic e  in  F ra n c e .

S e r g t. H . P . R e e d , w h o  re c e n tly  w a s  serio u sly  w o u n d ed  w h ile  on 
a c tiv e  s e rv ice , is  n o w  in  th e  R .A .F .  H o sp ita l, E ly , C a m b s. A n y  le t te r s  
w o u ld  b e  v e r y  w elcom e, th o u g h  i t  w ill b e  so m e tim e  b e fo re  h e  can  
r e p ly  to  th e m . S e r g t. R e e d  w a s  o n e  o f  M r. G e o rg e  W illia m s ’ b a n d  
a t  N o r th  S to n eh a m .

A  co rresp o n d en t a sk s us i f  a n y th in g  h a s  b een  d o n e to  s a fe g u a r d  th e  
C a r te r  r in g in g  m ach in e. I t  is  in  th e  cu sto d y  o f th e  S c ien ce  M useum , 
w h o, o f  course, h a v e  th e  c h a r g e  o f th o u sa n d s o f fa r  m o re  v a lu a b le  
e x h ib its , a n d  th e  s a fe t y  o f th e  m a ch in e  m u st b e  le f t  to  th e m .

J o h n  L y fo r d , w ho w r o te  th e  le t te r  re c e n tly  d isco v e re d  b y  M r. A . A . 
H u g h e s, d ie d  on O c to b e r  14th , 1826, a g e d  69. H e  w o u ld , th e re fo re ,, be 
a  y o u n g  m an  o f  27 w h en  th e  le t te r  w a s  w r itte n . H is  b ro th e r  W illia m  
w a s  five  y e a r s  o ld e r.

O fficial fig u re s  h a v e  .been issu ed  o f th e  d a m a g e  to  ch u rch  p ro p e r ty  
in  L iv e rp o o l th ro u g h  en em y a c tio n . N in e te e n  ch u rch es, fiv e  v ic a ra g e s  
a n d  seven  ch u rch  h a lls  h a v e  b een  t o t a lly  d e stro y e d . T h e  C a th e d ra l 
a n d  83 o th e r  ch u rch es h a v e  b een  m ore  or. less  serio u sly  d a m a g e d .

H e n ry  H u b b a rd , o n e  o f  th e  fa m o u s N o rw ic h  S c h o la rs  a n d  th e  a u th o r  
o f  th e  t e x t  book on  ch a n g e  r in g in g  w h ic h  w e n t th ro u g h  fo u r  ed ition s 
b e tw e e n  1845 a n d  1876, w a s  b orn  on  A u g u s t  25th , 1807.

T h e  f ir s t  tr u e  p e a l  o f  G ra n d sire  T r ip le s  w a s  r u n g  a t  S t . P e t e r ’s, 
M a n c ro ft, N o rw ich , b y  th e  N o rw ic h  S c h o la rs  on  A u g u s t  26th, 1718. 
O n th e  sam e d a te  in  1776 th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  r a n g  10,640 c h a n g e s  o f 
B o b  M a jo r  a t  M o rtla k e .

M a tth e w  A . W o o d , fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  a  v e r y  p ro m in e n t m em b er o f th e  
L o n d o n  Exercise,^ d ie d  on A u g u s t  27th, 1912, a g e d  87.

T h e  sp len d id  r in g  o f  tw e lv e  b e lls  a t  Y o r k  M in ste r w e re  d e d ica te d  on 
A u g u s t  29th, 1926.

S ir  H e n r y  T u lse , so m etim e L o r d  M a y o r o f L on d on  an d  M a ste r  o f 
th e  S o c ie ty  o f C o lle g e  Y o u th s , d ied  on A u g u s t  3 1st, 1689.

F i f t y  y e a rs  ago  to -d a y  five  p e a ls  w e re  ru n g . T h e y  w e re  o n e  each  
o f  G ra n d sir e  an d  S te d m a n  T rip le s , B o b  M a jo r  a n d  O x fo rd  T r e b le  B o b  
M a jo r , a n d  7 M in o r m eth od s.

L E O N A R D  P R O C T O R .
To the E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— L e o n a r d  P r o c to r ’s , p o r t r a it  a n d  sh o rt ‘ In  M em o ria m  ’ 
n o tice  a p p e a re d  in  ‘ .C hurch  B e lls  ’ fo r  M a rc h  22nd, 1895.

I t  sa y s  h e  w a s  b orn  in  J a n u a r y , 1816, ̂ n d  h is fa m ily  h a d  b een  
se a te d  a t  B e n in g to n  fo r  th re e  ce n tu rie s . H e w e n t to  E to n  in  1829, 
w h e re  he ra n g  th e  b e ll a t  th e  d e a th  o f G e o rg e  I V .,  an d  to  T r in ity  
C o lleg e , C a m b rid g e , in  1834, w h ere  h e  g r a d u a te d  in  J a n u a r y , 1838.

In  th e  la s t  p a r a g r a p h  i t  sa ys , ‘ T h e  B e n in g to n  b a n d  w e r e  a lm o st 
e n tir e ly  h is  ow n se rv a n ts  a n d  d e p e n d a n ts  a n d  th e  S q u ire  a n d  his m en 
g re w  o ld  to g e th e r . H e  h a d  fe w  p u rsu its  o u ts id e  a n d  seld om  le f t  th e  
v illa g e . L a t t e r ly  he liv e d  a lm o st e n tir e ly  alon e, a n d  b e c a m e  m ore 
an d  m ore fe e b le , a lth o u g h  a d h e rin g  p r e t t y  m u ch  to  th e  o ld  ro u tin e  
o f life . H e  w a s  o u t of* doors w ith in  tw o  d a y s  o f h is  d e a th . H e 
p assed  a w a y  so q u ie t ly  t h a t  even  in tim a te  fr ie n d s  a n d  n e ig h b o u rs  
n e v e r  h e a rd  o f  his b e in g  ill  u n ti l th e y  w ere  to ld  o f  h is  fu n e r a l. ’

C H A R L E S  E . B O R R E T T .
S h e rin g h a m .

T E D B U R N  S T . M A R Y .
O L D -T IM E  R I N G E R S .

T o the E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— I w a s^ v ery  in te r e s te d  to  r e a d  th e  re p o r t  o f  th e  D evo n  

G u ild ’s m e e tin g  a t  T e d b u r n  S t . M a ry  in  y o u r issue o f  A u g u s t  22nd 
a n d  e sp e c ia lly  th e  s ta te m e n t t h a t  th e  b e lls  h a d  n o t b een  ru n g  fo r  
70 y e a rs .
"~M y g r a n d fa th e r , W . H . W e d la k e , w ho d ie d  in  1930 a t  th e  a g e  o f 
78, w a s  a  r in g e r  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  a t  D u n sfo rd , a  v i lla g e  a b o u t five  m iles  
fro m  T e d b u rn , an d  I  w e ll rem em b er h im  te l lin g  m e o f an  occasion  in  
his y o u n g e r  d a y s  w h en  th e  D u n sfo r d  r in g e r s  p a id  a v is it  to  T e a b u rn  
to  r in g . T h e y  w e re  m e t b y  th e  T e d b u r n  b a n d , an d , a f t e r  th e  r in g in g , 
a ll a d jo u rn e d  to  th e  v illa g e  p u b , w h e re  a n  a r g u m e n t s ta r te d  (no d o u b t 
a s  to  w ho w e re  th e  b e s t  r in g e r s !) , a n d  i t  en d ed  in  th e  D u n sfo rd  
b a n d  b e in g  d riv e n  o u t o f  ;th e  v i lla g e !  T h is , h o w e v e r, d id  n o t s u it  m y  
g r a n d fa th e r , w h o , I  do n o t d o u b t, w a s  a  f a i r lv  h e f t y  cu sto m er in  
th o se  d a y s , a n d  he re tu rn e d  to  th e  p u b  a lo n e . W h e th e r  th e  T e d b u rn  
r in g e rs  a d m ired  h im  fo r h a v in g  th e  sa u c e  to  com e b a c k  I  do n o t  k n o w , 
b u t a n y w a y  h e  w a s  w elcom ed , an d  on ce o r  tw ic e  a fte r w a r d s  he w e n t 
to  T e d b u rn  a lo n e  to  r in g  w ith  th e  locals.

I  h a v e  sp e n t m a n y  h a p p y  h o u rs w ith  th e  p re s e n t D u n sfo r d  b a n d , 
w ho s t il l  r in g  c a ll  ch a n ges, a n d  a  fe w  y e a r s  ag o  I  h a p p e n e d  to  ta k e  
p a r t  in  th e  m u ffle d  r in g in g  fo r  H e n r y  P o o k , le a d e r  o f  th e  b a n d  in  
m y  g r a n d fa th e r ’ s tim e , a n a  w ho, q u ite  p ossib ly , w a s  p re s e n t o n  th e  
e x p ed itio n  m en tio n ed  ab ove . L .  C . W . H U N T E R .

S h a lfo rd , S u r re y .
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B R O M L E Y  P A R IS H  C H U R C H .
A N O T H E R  V IC TIM  O F T H E  RAIDS.

Proposed Rebuilding.
A  fe w  w eek s a g o  w e  m en tio n ed  a m o n g  th e  b u ild in g s  d a m a g e d  b y  

a ir  ra id s  a  ch u rc h  in  a  so u th -e a st su b u rb . W e  a re  n o w  p e rm itte d  to  
g iv e  it s  n am e. I t  w a s  S S . P e t e r  a n d  P a u l, B r o m le y  in  K e n t , a n d  
w a s  a lm o st c o m p le te ly  d e stro y e d  w ith  its  r in g  o f e ig h t  b ells . W e 
le a rn  fro m  ‘ T h e  T im e s  ’ t h a t  c le a ra n ce  o f  th e  s ite  h a s  b eg u n . F irs t-  
a id  re p a ir s  a re  to  b e  m a d e  to  th e  to w e r  (w h ich  w a s  b u ilt  a b o u t th e  
y e a r  1400, a n d  is th e  o ld e s t r e m a in in g  p a r t  o f  th e  ch u rch ) p e n d in g  
a  decision  w h e th e r  i t  can b e  fu lly  re s to re d . T h e  v iew  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  
fo r  th e  P ro te c tio n  o f A n c ie n t B u ild in g s  is  t h a t  fu ll re s to ra tio n  is 
p ossib le. I t  is  h o ped  to  rec o v er th e  b e ll  m e ta l fo r  e v e n tu a l use in  
c a s tin g  n e w  b ells . A s m u ch  o f th e  m a so n ry  a s  p ossib le  w ill b e  sa v e d  
in  th e  h o p e o f  u s in g  i t  in  b u ild in g  a  n e w  ch u rch  a f t e r  th e  w a r . A s 
sopn as  circu m sta n ces  p e r m it a  te m p o r a ry  ch u rc h  w ill b e  p u t  u p .

SS. PETER  AND P A U L ’S C H U R C H , BROM LEY,

T h e  b e lls  w ere  a  r in g  o f  e ig h t su p p lied  in  1773 b y  T h o m a s  J a n n a w a y . 
H e  d id  n o t  c a s t m a n y  b e lls . T h e  m o st im p o r ta n t o f  his s t i l l  re m a in ­
in g  a r e  th e  e ig h t  a t  B a tte r s e a  a n d  m o st o f  th o se  a t  S t . M a r y  A b b o t ’s, 
K e n s in g to n , w h e re  h e  h u n g  a n  o c ta v e  a fte r w a r d s  in c re a se d  to  te n  b y  
W a rn e rs , w ho a d d e d  a  te n o r  a n d  r e c a s t  o n e  o r  tw o  o th ers.

In  th e  la t e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  B r o m le y  h a d  a n  e n e rg e tic  an d  success­
f u l  co m p a n y  of* r in g e rs , w ho c a lle d  th em selv es  th $  B r o m le y  Y o u th s . 
T h e y  w e re  tra d esm en  o f th e  to w n , shoem X kers, ca rp e n te rs , b reech es- 
m a k ers, b r ic k la y e r s  a n d  th e  lik e . I n  S e p te m b e r, 1774, th e y  r a n g  a  
p e a l o f  B o b  M a jo r  a n d  in  th e  n e x t  y e a r  10,080 ch a n g es  in  th e  sam e 
m eth o d . T h e y  fo llo w e d  w ith  m a n y  o th e r  p ea ls , som e in  th e ir  hom e 
b e lfr y  a n d  som e a t  n e ig h b o u rin g  to w ers . T h e ir  m o st n o ta b le  p e r­
fo rm a n ce  w a s 5,520 R e a l D o u b le  B o b  M a jo r  in  1789. I t  w a s  Joh n  
R e e v e s ’ com position  fr o m  th e  * C la v is  ’ a n d  w a s  th e  firs t  p e a l e v e r  
r u n g  w ith  th e  bo b s in  p a ir s  on e b eh in d  a n d  on e in  fr o n t  a n d  b o th  in  
th e  sam e lea d .

F o r  lo n g  W illia m  C h a p m a n  w a s  th e ir  c h ie f bob  c a lle r , a n d  w h en  he 
d ie d  in  1817 th e  co m p a n y r a n g  to  h is  m em o ry  th e  first m u ffled  five  
th o u sa n d  e v e r  ach ie v e d . T h e  so c ie ty  also  scored  th e  f ir s t  ‘ J o h n  ’ p ea l, 
o n e  o f G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  in  1828.

L ik e  th e  m a jo r ity  o f s im ila r  co m p a n ies th e  so cie ty  d eclin ed  soon 
a ft e r  th e  firs t q u a rte r  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  ce n tu ry . T h e  p e a l b o o k  in  
w h ich  t h e y  re c o rd e d  th e ir  p e rfo rm a n ce s  w a s  p re se rve d , an d  h as, w e 
u n d e rsta n d , su rv iv e d  th e  la te s t  c a ta s tro p h e .

F U t U R E  O F  D A M A G E D  C H U R C H E S .
T H E  P R A C T I C E  O P  C E N T U R IE S .

To th e E ditor.
S ir ,— I  fu lly  a g re e  w ith  y o u r  co rresp o n d en t, F . H . S m ith , w h en  h e  

sa y s  t h a t  ‘ A n t i-S ile n t  ’ h a s  c r e a te d  a  b o g e y  w ith  w h ich  he h a s  sca red  
h im self s tiff. T h e r e  is  no p ro o f y e t  t h a t  a n y w h e re  in  th e  C h u rc h  th e  
c le r g y  o r  an y o n e  e lse  a r e  m a k in g  a n  excu se o f  th e  w a r  d a m a g e  to 
s to p  b e llr in g in g  b y  p ro v id in g  o n ly  u t i lit a r ia n  re p la ce m e n ts . S u c h  
n e ce ss ity  as  th e r e  m a y  b e  fo r  th is  ty p e  o f b u ild in g  lia s  lo n g  b een  w ith  
us, an d , as  f a r  as  th e  p rov isio n  o f  b ells  is  con cern ed , u n q u e stio n a b ly  
fro m  th e  b e g in n in g .

T h e r e  h a s  a lw a y s  b een  a  v e r y  la r g e  p ro p o rtio n  o f ch u rch es, b o th  
o ld  an d  n ew , w h e re in  th e  ere c tio n  o f a  r in g in g  p e a l w a s  n e v e r  con ­
te m p la te d . W ith in  a  sh o rt ra d iu s  o f  m y  ow n p a r is h  th e re  a r e  th re e  
tw e lf t h  c e n tu ry  ch u rch es w h ic h  h a v e  n e v e r  h a d  a n y th in g  b u t  a  b e ll 
tu r r e t , a n d  th e re  a re  s ix  o th e r  p a rish  ch u rch es b u ilt  w ith in  th e  la s t  
70 y e a r s  w h ich  a r e  s im ila r ly  w ith o u t to w ers .

T h e  e a r ly  ch u rch es a r e  b u ilt  w ith  a l l  th e  p ro u d  a n d  s ta te ly  sim ­
p lic ity  o f th e  a g e ;  th e  ‘ n ew  ’ ch u rch es m a y  w e ll b e  c a lle d  ‘ u t i l i t a r ia n .’ 
T h e y  v a r y  in  w h a t  som e p e o p le  te r m  ‘ b e a u ty  ’ o r  la c k  o f  i t ,  w h ic h e ve r  
y o u  p re fe r , fro m  a b r ic k  b u il t  ‘ b a rn  ’ to  a  s to n e  f a c e d #stru c tu r e , 
b u t  a ll o f  th e m  a r e  ch u rch es w h ic h  se rv e  t h e  p a rish io n e rs  in  a l l  th e ir  
s p ir itu a l n eed s. T h e y  n e v e r  h a v e  h a d  n o r a r e  th e y  l ik e ly  e v e r  to  h a v e  
a  r in g  o f b ells , b u t  no on e ca n  co m p lain  t h a t  t h a t  is  d u e  to  a n y  
p re ju d ice  a g a in s t  th em .

A n d  so i t  h a s  b een , I  im a g in e , a l l  d o w n  th e  a g e s, a n d  i f  n ew  
ch u rch es go  up* w ith o u t p rov isio n  fo r  b e lls— w ell, m uch as w e  r in g e rs  
m a y  r e g r e t  it , i t  w ill n o t b e  a  d isg u ise d  a t t a c k  up on  o u r a r t .  I t  
m a y  w e ll b e  th e  n eed  fo r  r ig id  econ o m y. W h e re  th e r e  a r e  d a m a g e d  
o r  d e stro y e d  ch u rch es w h ich  fo rm e rly  h a d  to w ers , even  i f  th e  to w ers  
a r e  dow n  w ith  th e  r e s t  o f t h e  b u ild in g s, w e  m a y 'h o p e  to  see th em  
rise  a g a in  a n d  to  b ecom e a s  b e a u t ifu l a n d  a s  co m p lete  as b e fo re  th e  
w a r.

T h o se  w ho v is ite d  B e lg iu m  a n d  th e  a re a s  s tr ic k e n  in  th e  la s t  w a r  
w ill p ro b a b ly  h a v e  n o tic e d  h ow  th e  s p ir it  o f  th e  C h u rc h  th e r e  re a cte d  
w h en  p e a c e  p e rm itte d  re c o n stru ctio n . T h e  C a th e d r a l a t Y p r e s , fo r  
in sta n ce , w a s  re d u c e d  b y  b o m b a rd m e n t to  a  h e a p  o f  ru b b le , b u t  th e  
b u ild in g  ro se  a g a in  in  th e  y e a rs  t h a t  fo llo w e d . I ts  fu rn ish in g s  w ere  
f irs t  o f  an  e x tre m e ly  * u t i li t a r ia n  ’  c h a ra c te r , b u t  p iou s m en  an d  
w om en  g r a d u a lly  b e g a n  to  re s to re  th e  in te r io r  to  so m e th in g  o f  its  
o ld  g ra n d e u r  b y  th e ir  g ifts , an d  p e rm a n e n t fit t in g s  co m m en su ra te  w ith  
th e  im p o rta n c e  a n d  d ig n ity  o f  th e  b u ild in g  soon b e g a n  to  ta k e  th e

Fla c e  o f  th e  p la in  fu r n itu r e  t h a t  sufficed  a t  th e  o u tse t. So  i t  w ill b e , 
am  su re, w ith  o u r  ch u rch es h e re  in  E n g la n d . W h e re  th e  ch u rch es 

a r e  r e b u i lt  th e  b e lls  w ill, som e d a y , com e a g a in  to  th e  to w ers.
N ew  ch u rch es in  n e w  d is tr ic ts  m a y  b e  a  d iffe re n t m a tte r , b u t  le t  u s  

re m e m b e r w h a t  I  sa id  b e fo re  t h a t  b y  no m ean s a l l th e  ch u rch es B u ilt 
d ow n  th e , ce n tu rie s  h a v e  been  d esig n ed  to  h o ld  r in g s  o f b e lls .

T . P A R K I N S O N .

A N T I -B E L L  A D V O C A T E S .
To the E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— Y o u r  co rre sp o n d e n t ‘ A n t i-S ile n t  ’ seem s to  b e  a d on  
h a n d  in  in v e n tin g  b o g ies . D oes h e  or a n y o n e  e lse r e a lly  b e lie v e  t h a t  
th e re  is  a n y  o rg a n ise d  op p ositio n  to  th e  u se  o f  ch u rch  b e lls  o r t h a t  
th e  in flu en ce o f  th o se  w h o  d is lik e  th e  so u n d  o f th e m  h a s  sp re a d  to  
sectio n s o f *the e c c le s ia s tic a l a u th o r itie s  o r  to  th e  M in is try  o f H om e 
S e c u r ity  ? T h e r e  a r e  p eop le  w h o  do n o t lik e  th e  b e lls  o f th e  ch u rch  
n e x t  d oor to  w h e re  t h e y  liv e  a n d  th e y  h a v e  a  r ig h t  to  th e ir  lik e s  a n d  
d is lik e s . B u t  th e y  d o n ’t  c a re  tw o p e n c e  al^out th e  b e lls  in  th e  n e x t 
p a rish .

* A n t i-S ile n t  ’ ta lk s  b ig  en o u g h , b u t  I  w o n d er w h a t  s o r t  o f  a  C h u rc h  
i t  w o u ld  b e  i f  he h a d  th e  o r d e r in g  o f  i t .

_  L E S L I E  W . B U N C E .

C O N D U C T O R S .— C o n d u cto rs  in  m y  e a r ly  r in g in g  d a y s  so m etim es 
in d u lg e d  in  la x i ty  t h a t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  to le r a te d  now . O n e  u sed  to  sa y  
t h a t  ‘ he d id  n o t  tr o u b le  a b o u t th e  l i t t le  b e lls  so lo n g  as th e  b ig  
ones k e p t  r ig h t . ’ T h e  fo llo w in g  co n v e rsa tio n  is re p o rte d  to  h a v e  
ta k e n  p la c e  d u rin g  a p e a l o f  G ra n d s ir e  T r i p le s : * W h a t ’s  th e  m a tte r  
w ith  y o u ? ’ q u o th  o n e  o f  th e  b a n d  to  th e  co n d u c to r, w h o  re p lie d , 
‘ W e ’r e  in  th e  last- p a r t  o f  th e  p e a l, b u t  I  c a n ’ t  g e t  th e  b e lls  ro u n d  ’ ; 
to  w h ic h  th e  o th e r  re jo in e d , ‘ A h , w e ’v e  b een  m  h e  a  s m a r t  m a n y  
tim e s; le t  m e ca ll ’ em  round.*— F . E . R ob in son .

S I N G L E S .— Som e r in g e rs  h a v e  th o u g h t  t h a t  s in g le s  sh ou ld  n o t  b e  
u sed  u n less th e  o b je c t  c a n n o t o th e rw is e  b e  a t ta in e d  : b u t  I  d iffer  in 
o p in io n : as  th e y  n o t o n ly  afford  a  p le a s in g  v a r ie t y , b u t  a lso  an  o p p o r­
t u n ity  o f  in tr o d u c in g  a  g r e a te r  n u m b e r o f  m u sica l ch a n g es. W e  
h a v e  m a n y  in sta n ce s  o f th e ir  b e in g  u sed  w h en  n o t a b s o lu te ly  n eces­
s a r y  as  in  one p e a l o f  G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  w ith  50 sin g les , e tc . T h e y  
a r e  in d eed  in d isp e n sa b le  in  som e m e th o d s as in  G ra n d sir e  C a t« rs : fo r  
w ith o u t th em  n o t on e c h a n g e  in  181,440 co u ld  b e  o b ta in e d .— S h ip w a y .

Have ‘ The Ringing W o rld ’ sent to your ringing 
friends abroad; 4s. 4d. per quarter from * The 
Ringing World ’ Office, Lower Pyrford Road, 
Woking.
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S P L IC E D  S U R P R IS E  M A J O R .
T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  C O M P O S IT IO N .

To the E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— T h e  com position  p u b lish ed  th is  w e e k  m a rk s  a n o th e r  im ­

p o r ta n t  s ta g e  in  th e  h is to ry  o f S p lic e d  S u r p r is e  M a jo r . I t  w a s  o ver 
17  y e a rs  ag o , on  M a y  14th , 1924, to  b e  p recise , w h en  th e  firs t p e a l o f 
S p lic e d  S u r p r is e  M a jo r  w a s  ru n g  a t  W h it le y  B a y . T h is  w a s  a  p e a l 
o f C a m b r id g e  a n d  S u p e r la tiv e , w ith  2,528 ch a n g es  in  e a c h  m eth o d . I t  
is  s tra n g e  t h a t  no o th e r  b a n d  in  th e  c o u n try  to o k  u p  th is  fo rm  o f 
r in g in g , a lth o u g h  th e re  w ere  se v e ra l a t  t h a t  t im e  q u ite  c a p a b le  o f 
d o in g  so, a n d  i t  ca n  o n ly  b e  a ssu m ed  t h a t  th e  ‘ t im e  w a s  n o t r ip e .’

I t  is  in te r e s tin g  to  n o te , h o w e v e r, e sp e c ia lly  in  th e  l ig h t  o f  'Criticism s 
m a d e  d u rin g  a  c o n tro v e rsy  w h ic h  to o k  p la c e  m a n y  y e a rs  la te r , th a t  
th is  co m p o sition  fu lfille d  m u ch  t h a t  h a s  sin ce b een  so u g h t a f t e r  by  
com posers. I t  n o t o n ly  co n ta in e d  fu ll  courses, b u t  th e re  w a s e x a c tly  
th e  sam e n u m b er o f  ch a n g es  in  each  m eth o d , a n d  a l l  th e  b e lls  d id  all 
th e  w o rk  o f  th e  tw o  m eth o d s rrn ig . T h is  la s t  q u a lity  w a s  o n ly  ju s t  
a t ta in e d , a n d  an  e x a m in a tio n  o f th e  co m p o sition  sh ow s t h a t  som e o f 
th e  w o rk  w a s  done b y  th e  ten o rs  once o n ly  th ro u g h o u t th e  p e a l. 
T h e re  a p p e a rs  to  b e  no d o u b t t h a t  th e  com poser, M r. J .  W . P a r k e r , 
h a d  som e d iffic u lty  in  f it t in g  in  som e o f  th e  lea d s  w ith o u t in tro d u c in g  
fa lsen ess. *

I f  th is  is  so, i t  is n o t su rp r is in g  t h a t  a  fo u r  m eth o d  p e a l w a s 
im p o ssib la  to  fin d  w ith  fu ll  cou rses, b u t  th e  in g en io u s  p la n  in tro d u c ed  
in  1927 b y  th e  la te  R e v . H . L a w  J a m es g a v e  th e  E x erc ise  a p e a l in 
th e  fo u r  s ta n d a rd  m eth o d s, L o n d o n , B r is to l, C a m b r id g e  an d  S u p e r­
la tiv e . T h is  p e a l w a s  ru n g  soon a f t e r  p u b lic a tio n  b y  b a n d s  led  b y  
M r. A . H . P u llin g , M r. W illia m  P y e  an d  M r. H . Bf. P a ssm o re , th e  
la t t e r  b e in g  th e  firs t  to  c a ll th e  p e a l fro m  a  b e ll d o in g  a ll th e  w o rk . 
L a te r , o th e r m eth o d s w e re  in tro d u c e d , L in c o ln sh ire  in  one p eal in 
w h ich  a  th ir d  le a d  o f  L o n d o n  w a s  also  ru n g , a n d  P u d se y  a n d  R u tla n d  
in  a n o th e r.

T h e n  M r. P itm a n  p rod u ced  a  v a r ie t y  o f  p ea ls  in  a ll n u m b ers  o f 
m eth o d s u p  to  16. S e v e r a l o f  th ese  w ere  ru n g , th e  g r e a te s t  n u m b er 
o f m eth o d s in tro d u c e d  in to  a n y  on e o f th e  su cc essfu l p e rfo rm a n ce s  
b e in g  tw e lv e . A l l  th e se  com p osition s, h o w ever, w ere  on th e  sh o rt 
cou rse  p la n , a n d , g e n e ra lly  s p e a k in g , th e  o n ly  co u rses c o n ta in in g  m ore 
th a n  th re e  le a d s  w e re  th o se  in  w h ich  su ch  m eth o d s as B r is to l a n d  N e w  
G lo u c e ste r , b o b b ed , w e re  in tro d u c e d . A t  th e  sa m e  tim e, i t  w a s  q u ite  
e v id e n t to  th o se  r in g e rs  w h o  to o k  an  in te llig e n t  in te r e s t  in  th e  m a tte r  
t h a t  th e  m ore m eth o d s in  th e  p e a ls , th e  g r e a te r  th e  l ia b il i ty  to  fa ls e ­
ness, an d  th e  g r e a te r  th e  d iffic u lty  o f  g e t t in g  a w a y  fro m  L a w  J a m e s ’ 
p la n , w h ic h  w a s  in tr o d u c e d  as th e  o n ly  w a y  to  av o id  fa lsen ess. I t  
w a s, th e re fo re , s u rp ris in g  to  find o pp osition  to  th is  p la n , w h ic h  show ed 
its e lf  on m ore th a n  on e occasion .

A  s u b tle  a t ta c k  w a s  m a d e  b y  a n  a sso cia tio n  w h o se m em b ers, n one o f  
w hom  h a d  a p p a r e n t ly  h ad  a n y  p r a c tic a l e x p e rie n c e  o f  S p lic e d  S u r p r ise  
r in g in g , p a ssed  a  reso lu tio n  to  th e  e ffect t h a t  ‘ th e  sp lic in g  o f  m etn o d s 
is th e o re tic a lly  u n so u n d .’ N o  rea so n s w e re  g iv e n  fo r  th is  e x tr a o r d in a r y  
reso lu tio n , a n d  en q u iries  a s  tp  w h a t  w e re  th e  rea so n s w h ic h  led  u p  
to  th e  reso lu tio n  b e in g  p u t  to  th e  m e e tin g  b r o u g h t  o n ly  a n  e v asive  
r e p ly . -

L a te r , som e cr it ic s  o b je c te d  to  th e  w h o le  p la n  on th e  g ro u n d s th a t  
in  sp liced  p e a ls  a l l th e  b e lls  sh o u ld  do a l l th e  w o rk  o f  a l l  th e  m eth ods, 
a n d  t h a t  th e  sa m e  n u m b er, o r v e r y  n e a r ly  th e  sa m e  n u m b e r, o f  
ch a n g e s  o f each  m eth o d  sh ou ld  b e  r u n g ; th e  cr it ic s  q u ite  fo r g e tt in g  
o r  p e rh a p s  nfever even  b e in g  a w a r e  or th e  d ifficu lties  in v o lv e d , an d  
c e r ta in ly  h a v in g  no id e a  a t  all how  su ch  a d e s ira b le  s ta te  o f a ffa irs  
co u ld  b e  ach ieved .

T o -d a y  w e  see  M r. P it m a n ’s la te s t  p e a l, w h ic h  g iv e s  th e  ten o rs  a 
m u ch  la r g e r  sh a re  o f  th e  w o rk . A  fe w  w e e k s  a g o  w e  sa w  ,Mr. J . W . 
P a r k e r ’ s la te s t  v e r y  fine com position s, w h ic h  a c tu a lly , b u t  o n ly  ju s t, 
in tro d u c e d  a ll th e  w o rk  o f  a l l th e  n ie th o d s fo r  a l l  th e  b e lls , a n d  one 
is  e n tit le d  to  a sk  w h e th e r  su ch  p e a ls  w o u ld  h a v e  b een  d isco vered  h ad  
th e  cr itic s  o f a  fe w  y e a rs  ag o  h a d  th e ir  w a y  a n d  su cceed ed  in  g e t t in g  
th e  sh o r t  cou rse  p la n  ru le d  o u t as  u n sou n d .

O ne th in g  is  q u ite  ce rta in , th e  fin e ach ie v e m e n ts  o f  th e  B u sh e y  
h a n d b e ll b a n d  w o u ld  n o t n ow  b e lo o k ed  b a c k  u p on  w ith  p rid e— nor 
co u ld  w e  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  th e  d a y s  w h en  som e o f  o u r y o u n g e r  com ­
p osers a n d  co n d u cto rs w ill m a k e  s till  fu r t h e r  a d v a n c e s  in  th is  b ra n ch  
o f o u r  a r t .

I  h a v e  in  m y  possession a  com position  b v  M r. P itm a n , co n sistin g  o f 
5,120 ch a n g es  o f  S u p e r la tiv e , C a m b r id g e , L in c o ln sh ire , Y o r k s h ir e  and 
P u d s e y  S u r p rise  M a jo r , in  fo u r  le a d  courses, ea ch  cou rse  c o n ta in in g  a 
b o b  * before.*  I  do n o t k n o w  i f  i t  h a s  b een  p u b lish e d , b u t  p erh a p s  
M r. P itm a n  ca n  sa y . I t  is  a n  e x tre m e ly  in te r e s tin g  com position , an d  
i t  ljia y  b e  ru n g  in  five, fo u r, th re e  or tw o  m eth o d s.

O n e o th e r  p o in t ra ise d  th is  w eek  is  w o r th y  o f  co m m en t. T h e  p lan  
a d o p ted  b y  M r. P a r k e r  o f  p la c in g  th e  c a llin g  o f  th e  m eth o d s a g a in s t 
th e  p re v io u s  cou rse-en d  seem s to  m e to  b e  l ik e ly  to  ca u se  co n fu sio n . 
A s  a  m a tte r  o f fa c t ,  w h e n  I  s a w  h is  firs t  p e a l so show n  I  w o n d ered  
w h a t  i t  w a s  a ll a b o u t, as  it  d id  n o t seem  to  f it  to g e th e r  u n ti l I  re a lise d  
w h a t  h a d  b een  d one. I ,  fo r  one, fa v o u r  th e  p la n  a d o p te d  b y  th e  
E d ito r  in  th is  w e e k ’s  p a p e r, w h ic h  u p  to  n o w  h a s  a p p e a re d  q u ite  
s a t is fa c to r y . C . T . C O L E S .

H O W  T O  G I V E  T H E  F I G U R E S .
D e a r  S ir ,— M en tio n  la s t  w e e k  w a s  m a d e  as t o  th e  b e s t  w a y  to  g iv e  

com p osition s o f  sp liced  p ea ls  on p a p e r, an d  th e  a r ra n g e m e n t o f  M r. 
P it m a n ’s p e a l th e r e  g iv e n  c e r ta in ly  fo llo w s  th e  1 tr a d it io n a l ’ p ra c tic e , 
b u t  is  i t  p e r fe c t ly  c le a r  P

(C o n tin u ed  in  next eotam n .)

A  F A M IL Y  P E A L .
M R . W . S P I C E ’S  A C H I E V E M E N T  A T  E I G H T Y .

R in g in g  is on e o f th e  m ost r e m a r k a b le  o f a l l p a stim e s  in  t h a t  th e re  
is  p r a c t ic a lly  n o  a g e  lim it . O n e seem s n e v e r  to o  y o u n g  or too  o ld  to  
b e g in , a n d  even  th o se  w ho h a v e  g ro w n  u p  in  i t  c a n  la u n c h  o u t  a fre sh  
in  a n o th e r  d ire c tio n  a t  a n y  a g e .

F o r  in sta n ce , a t  e ig h t y  M r. W illia m  S p ice, o f  T u n s ta ll, K e n t , h as 
iu s t  ru n g  his firs t p e a l ‘ in  h a n d  ’ on e ig h t  D e lls— a n d  i t  is  n o t  th a t  
he k n e w  a ll a b o u t i t  b e fo re  a n d  h a d  o n ly  b o th e re d  a b o u t i t  n ow . N o , 
h e h a s  b een  p ra c tis in g  w ith  a  fa m ily  b a n d  w h o  s ta r te d  to  te a c h  th e m ­
se lves h a n d b e ll r in g in g  w h en  w a r  b ro k e  o u t ;  in  f a c t ,  th e  f ir s t  p ra c tic e  
to o k  p la c e  on th e  d a y  w a r  w a s  d e cla re d — b u t t h a t  w a s, p e rh a p s, a 
co in cid en ce.

I t  has a lw a y s  been  M r. W illia m  S p ic e ’s  a m b itio n  to  r in g  a1 * S p ic e  * 
p e a l a n d  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  th e re  h a v e  b een  en o u gh  r in g e rs  in  th e  fa m ily  
to  m a k e  u p  a  b a n d , b u t, w h a t  w ith  o n e  th in g  a n d  a n o th e r , o n ly  tw o 
a t te m p ts  fo r  a  to w e r-b e ll p e a l o f  G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  h a v e  e v e r  been 
m ad e. W it h  th e  o u tb r e a k  o f th e  w a r, fo llo w e d  b y  th e  im p o sition  o f 
th e  b a n , i t  seem ed  t h a t  th e  p e r fo rm a n ce  w o u ld  n e v e r  b e  acco m p lish ed .

W h en  h an d b e ll p r a c t ic e  w a s  s ta r te d  n o n e  o f th e  b a n d  co u ld  m a n a g e  
m ore th a n  a  p la in  cou rse  o f  G ra n d s ir e  T rip le s , a n d  th e  d ifficu lties 
w e re  n o t m a d e  less b y  th e  a b sen ce  fro m  h o m e fo r  h a lf  th e  y e a r  o f 
th e  m o st e n th u s ia s tic  m em b er o f th e  co m p a n y.

H o w ev er, a  h a n d b e ll p e a l o f G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  h a s  n o w  b een  ru n g  
a f t e r  fo u r  o r five  a t te m p ts , a n d  G r a n d fa th e r  S p ic e  h as a c h ie v e d  one 
o f  h is  g r e a t  a m b itio n s. A n d  he w ill b e  c o n g r a tu la te d , to o , fo r  i t  is  
no m ean  fe a t  fo r  a  m an  to  s t a r t  r in g in g  h a n d b e ll p e a ls , ev en  i f  o n ly  
on  7-8, a t  th e  a g e  o f e ig h ty . M r. S p ice  is  a lr e a d y  ta lk in g  o f  t r y in g  fo r 
a  fa m ily  p e a l o f C a te rs !

F ro m  th e  re c o rd  o f th e  p e a l i t  w ill b e  o b serv ed  t h a t  a l l th e  r in g e rs  
d id  so m e th in g  n ew . B e t t y  S p ic e  r a n g  h er firs t  p e a l, G e o rg e  Sp ice  
r a n g  hig f irs t  p e a l ‘ in  h a n d ,’ W illia m  S p ic e  r a n g  his firs t  p e a l ‘ in  
h a n d  ’ on  e ig h t b ells , a n d  J o h n  S p ic e  c a lle a  h is  firs t  p e a l on e ig h t b ells .

T h e  ‘ S p ic e  * p e a l re c a lls  o th e r  fa m ily  a c h iev em en ts  o f  a  s im ila r  
k in d . T h e  b ro th e rs  B a ile y , o f  L e isto n , r a n g  m a n y  p e a ls  on h a n d b e lls  
fro m  T r ip le s  to  M a xim u s, th e  m eth o d s in c lu d in g  P la in  B o b , D o u b le  
N o rw ich , K e n t  a n d  O x fo rd  T re b le  B o b  a n d  S te d m a n . T h e  b ro th e rs  
P y e  r a n g  p e a ls  w h ic h  re a ch e d  S u rp rise  M a jo r . T h e  la te  J o h n  D . 
M a tth e w s  w h en  M a ste r  o f th e  R o y a l C u m b e rla n d s  c a lle d  a  fa m ily  p eal 
o f B o b  M a jo r . T h e re  h a v e  b een  o th e rs , o f  cou rse, se v e r a l o f  th e m  on 
six  b ells , on e as  lo n g  a g o  a s  1897 b y  th re e  T im b re lls , o f C h ip p in g , 
L an cs.

A lth o u g h  w e do n o t re m e m b e r t h a t  th e  ta le n te d  W a sh b ro o k  fa m ily  
e v e r  r a n g  a  h a n d b e ll p e a l, th e y  d id  som e r e m a r k a b le  th in g s  a n d  used  
to  r in g  cou rses o f G ra n d sir e  C in q u e s  w ith  th e  g r e a t  J .  W ., sen ., r in g ­
in g  fo u r  b e lls . ----------------

T H E  O L D E S T  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H .
To the E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— T h e  q u e ry  in  y o u r  B e l f r y  G ossip  fo r  A u g u s t  8th  la s t  has 
b r o u g h t a n  in te r e s tin g  le t t e r  o r  tw o  in  re p ly .

On p e ru s in g  B e l f r y  G o ssip  th is  w e e k  I  find a  n o te  s a y in g  M r. W . H . 
F u sse ll r a n g  h is  f ir s t  p e a l on  A u g u s t 5 th , 1882, co n d u c ted  b v  W illia m  
B a ro n . I  n a t u r a l ly  th o u g h t  th is  m a y  h a v e  b een  a  C u m b e rla n d  p e a l, 
as  p e a ls  a t  th a t  t im e  w e re  so m etim es h e a d e d  b y  tw o  o r  m ore societies. 
H o w ev er, i t  w a s  n o t so, b u t  on th e  sam e p a g e  (149), 4 T h e  B e l l  N e w s,’ 
A u g u s t 12 th , 1882, I  find H e n r y  H o p k in s  r in g in g  in  a  C u m b e rla n d  p e a l 
o f K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  M a io r  a t  S a ffro n  W a ld e n , E ssex. T h e re fo re , M r. 
H o p k in s is  a  m u ch  o ld er m em b er th a n  th o se  m en tio n ed . L o o k in g  
fu r th e r  on I  fin d  on p a g e  294 fo r  S e p te m b e r 22nd, 1883, M r. W . EL. 
F u sse ll ta k in g  p a r t  in  a  C u m b e rla n d  p e a l o f G ra n d sire  T rip le s , con ­
d u cted  b y  A r th u r  H . G ard om .

T h e se  d a te s  a r e  b o th  p rio r  to  th o se  a lr e a d y  g iv en .
1 , C h e stn u t A ve n u e , E a s tle ig h , H a n ts . G E O R G E  W I L L IA M S .

O T H E R  C A N D I D A T E S .
D e a r  S ir ,— M r. F u sse ll a n d  m y  fa t h e r  jo in e d  th is  so c ie ty  w ith in  a 

few  m on th s o f each  o th e r, a n d  th e ir  50 y e a r s ’ m em b ersh ip  w a s  ce le ­
b ra te d  a t  S h o re d itch  in  1931 w ith  a  p e a l o f  S te d m a n  C in q u es, in w h ich  
th e y  b o th  to o k  p a r t .  M r. J .  F . P r ie s t , o f W o o d sto c k , S o u th  A fr ic a , 
w ho re c e n tly  w r o te  to  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r ld ,’ a lso  b e c a ta e  a m em b er 
a b o u t th e  sam e tim e . T h e  R e v . W . C . P e a rso n , o f  H e n le y , Ip sw ich , 
w ho fo u n d ed  th e  C a m b r id g e  U n iv e r s i ty  G u ild  in  1879, is  also  a C u m b e r­
la n d  Y o u th . W h e n  h e  b ec a m e a  ^member I  a m  u n a b le  to  sa y .

C r a y fo r d . _________________________________E . B A R N E T T .

S P L IC E D  S U R P R I S E  M A J O R
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p re v io u s  co lum n .)

T h e  n o vice  re a d s  fro m  le f t  to  r ig h t  an d  fr o m  to p  to  b o tto m  o f  a  
co lu m n  o r  p a g e , an d , g la n c in g  a t  th e  p e a l, on e sees: 23456 B M W H . 
th en  u n d er a lin e  42356 S S C X I , w h ich , i f  c a lle d  as  show n , ’W ould 
p ro d u c e  34256 a n d  n o t 35426, th e r e  b e in g  n o th in g  w h a te v e r  to  show  
how 4235o is a r r iv e d  a t .  A g a in  a t  th e  en d  o f th e  p e a l, a f t e r  rou n d s 
it  w o u ld  a p p e a r  th e re  w a^ s tili  S S C X L  to  b e  r u n g  w ith  a b o b  a t  hom e.

T h ese  re m a r k s  a p p ly  to  a n y  co m po sition , a n d  i f  th e  com poser p r e fe r s  
h is  c a llin g  on  th e  r ig h t  o f  th e  courses, sh ou ld  i t  n o t b e  show n  one 
step  h ig h e r  th a n  is  a lw a y s  p r in te d , o r, a l te r n a t iv e ly , im m e d ia te ly  to  
th e  le f t  o f  th e  cou rse  th e  p a r t ic u la r  c a llin g  p ro d u c es?

M r. P a r k e r ’s a r r a n g e m e n t o f  h is p e a l co u ld  b e  e a s ily  fo llo w e d , and  
M r. P itm a n  a p p a r e n t ly  a g re e s , in a sm u ch  as  h e  p re se n te d  his com posi­
tio n  fo r  p u b lic a tio n  in  a  s im ila r  ord er.

40, F u c h s ia  Lane, Ip«wich. W . J. G. BROWN.
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T H E  K I N G S  H E A D .
A  F O R M E R  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S ’ H E A D Q U A R T E R S .

M e n tio n  h a s  r e c e n tly  b e e n  m a d e  o f  th e  K in g ’s H e a d  in  W in c h e ste r  
S tr e e t , S o u th w a r k , W here fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  C o lle g e  
Y o u th s  j i a d  i t s  h e a d q u a rte r s . T h e y  w e n t  th e r e  in  1849, w h e n  t h e y  
le f t  S t . M a rtin -in -th e -F ie ld s  a n d  T h e  B a r n  in  S t . M a r tin ’ s L a n e , an d  
th e y  re m a in e d  th e r e  u n t i l  a f t e r  S t .  P a u l ’s  C a th e d r a l b e lls  w e r e  open ed  
a n d  th e y  crossed  th e  r iv e r  to  T h e  G oose a n d  G rid iro n . F e w  r in g e rs  
n o w  k n o w  th e  K in g ’s  H e a d . I t  s ta n d s  in  t h e  s tr e e t  w h ic h  ru n s  w e s t­
w a rd s  fro m  S t .  S a v io u r ’s, a n d  as  i t  ho ld s a  sp e c ia l m a r k e t  licen ce, i t  

^  sh u ts u p , w e  b e lie ve , a t  e ig h t  o ’ c lo ck  e v e r y  n ig h t.
A  d escrip tio n  o f th e  K in g ’s H e a d  an d  a  m e e tin g  o f th e  C o lleg e  

Y o u th s  th e r e  w a s  p r in te d  in  ‘ A l l  th e  Y e a r  R o u n d  ’ fo r  F e b r u a r y  
2 7th , 1869. C h a r le s  D ic k e n s  th e n  o w n ed  a n d  e d ite d  t h a t  jo u rn a l, a n d  
he is u s u a lly  su p p o sed  to  h a v e  p a id  a  p e rso n a l v is it  to  th e  r in g e rs  
a n d  to  h a v e  w r itt e n  th e  a r t ic le  h im se lf. I t  is  p ossib le , fo r  h e  k n ew  
a n d  lo v e d  th e  b y -p a th s  o f  L o n d o n , b u t  p e rh a p s  n o t  v e r y  lik e ly . T h e re  
is n o th in g  in  th e  a r tic le  t h a t  a n y  a v e r a g e  re p o r te r  in  se a rc h  o f cop y 
cou ld  n o t h a v e  w r itte n . T h is  is  w h a t  is  sa id  a b o u t th e  K in g ’s H e a d  
a n d  th e  m e e tin g  th e re . I t  is  p a r t  o f a  .lon g a c c o u n t w h ic h  describ es 
a  v is it  to  S t .  S a v io u r ’ s b e l fr y  a n d  a  sh o r t  h is to ry  o f  th e  so c ie ty , th e  
la t t e r  a  m ere  p a ra p h ra se  o f  th e  a c co u n t in  th e  o ld  r u le  book.

T H E  M E E T I N G  R O O M .
‘ T h e  h e a d q u a rte r s  o f  c h a n g e  r in g in g  a r e  in  a  lo n g  r a th e r  low  

ro o m  o n  th e  f irs t  floor o f th e  K in g ’s  H e a d  in  W in c h e ste r  S t r e e t  in  
th e  b o ro u g h  o f S o u th w a rk . R e c o rd s  o f  d is tin g u ish e d  p e a ls  in  fra m e s  
o f  a l l so rts  a n d  v a rio u s  s izes  ad o rn  th e  w a lls , a n d  a n  iro n  s a fe  is 
fixed  in  a  co rn er. H e r e  th e  b u sin ess o f  th e  v e n e ra b le  S o c ie ty  is  
tr a n s a c te d , h e re  it s  rec o rd s  a n d  p r o p e r ty  a r e  k e p t, a n d  h e re  is  p r e ­
se n tly  to  b e  h e ld  a  m e e tin g  a t  w h ic h  i t  w ill b e  o u r h ig h  p r iv i le g e  to  
a ssist. A  la r g e  th ic k ly  b o u n d  b o o k  w ith  s tr o n g  b ra z e n  clasp s, a n d  a

?e n e ra l a p p e a ra n c e  o f  h a v in g  b een  m a d e  to  s ta n d  c o n sta n t re fe re n c e  
or m a n y  y e a r s  lie s  on  th e  ta b le . T h is  is  th e  secon d v o lu m e  o f  th e  

p e a l book a n d  w a s  p re se n te d  to  th e  S o c ie ty  b y  an  e n th u s ia s tic  a m a te u r . 
H e r e  a r e  e n te r e d  a ll th e  p e a ls  r u n g  b y  th e  m em b ers in  re c o rd s  w r itte n  
b y  p ro fe ssio n a l h an d s, in  a  m o st o rn a te  s ty le  a n d  in  v a r io u s  b r ig h t  
colours. T h e r e  a r e  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  fe w  e n trie s  in  th e  b o o k  as  y e t ,  fo r  
i t  h a s  b u t  r e c e n tly  com m enced . B y  th e  t im e  w e  h a v e  tu r n e d  o ver 
its  p a g e s  a  su ffic ien t m u s te r  o f  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  h a s  com e to g e th e r , 
a n d  a n  a d jo u rn m e n t is  m a d e  to  t h e  ch u r c h .’

A f t e r  a  lo n g  a c co u n t o f t h e  r in g in g  th e  w r ite r  r e tu rn s  to  th e  K in g ’s 
H e a d .

* T h e  firs t  th in g  t h a t  s tr ik e s  th e  v is ito r  o n  o p e n in g  th e  d o or is  t h a t  
th e  A n c ie n t C o lle g e  Y o u th s  a r e  go od  a n d  s te a d y  sm ok ers. T h e  sm ok e 
is so d en se  t h a t  fo r  so m e  tim e  i t  is  d iffic u lt to  m a k e  o u t  th e  su rro u n d ­
in g  o b je c ts ;  t h e  o n ly  w a y  to  a v o id  in co n v en ien ce  is  to  l ig h t  u p  
o n ese lf, w h ich , a c c o rd in g ly , e v e ry  n e w c o m e r does w ith o u t  lo ss  o f  tim e .

1 O n lo o k in g  dow n  th e  ta b le  a n d  dow n  th e  room , i t  becom es e v id e n t 
t h a t  th e  b u lk  o f  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  p re s e n t a re  o f  th e  w o rk in g  class. 
O u r in tro d u c e r  is  a  C a m b r id g e  g r a d u a te  an d  d e stin e d  fo r  th e  C h u rch , 
so i t  w ill b e  seen  t h a t  th e  com position  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  is  v e r y  ca th o lic . 
I t  b ecom es soon p le a s a n tly  a p p a r e n t t h a t  ch a n g e  r in g in g  is  b y  no 
m ea n s m e re ly  a n  excu se fo r  b e e r. T h e r e  is  a n  e x c e lle n t r u le  s tr ic t ly  
en fo rce d  t j j a t  no  re fre sh m e n ts  a r e  a llo w e d  in  th e  b e l f r y ; a n d  m o d e ra ­
tio n  is  c le a r ly  th e  cu stom  in  th e  clu b-room .

‘ T h e  iro n  s a fe  is  o p en ed  a n d  th e  p r o p e r ty  a n d  a r c h iv e s  o f  th e  
co m p a n y  a r e  d is p la y e d  o n  th e  ta b le  b e fo re  th e  m a ste r , w h o  fills  th e  
ch a ir . W e  a r e  sh ow n  a  cu rio u s o ld  s ilv e r  b e ll, fix ed  o n  a  silver- 
m ou n ted  sta ff, w h ic h t in  o ld  d a y s  w a s  c a rr ie d  b e fo re  th e  m em b ers o f 
th e  S o c ie ty  w h e n  th e y  w e n t o n  th e  5 th  o f N o v e m b e r a s  w a s  th e ir  
a n n u a l cu stom  to  S t .  M a ry -le-B o w  to  a tte n d  D iv in e  S e rv ic e . T h is  is 
lo o k ed  on as  th e  p a lla d iu m  o f th e  S o c ie ty . T h e  co m p a n y  also  b o a st 
a n  o ld -fa sh io n e d  tw o -h a n d le d  cu p  w on  in  fa ir  f ig h t as  its  in scrip tio n  
record s

D I C K E N S  A N D  T H E  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .
‘ A m o n g  th e  a rc h iv e s  a r e  th e  n am e-b o o k  w h ich  c o n ta in s  th e  n am es 

o f  th e  m em b ers  fro m  t h e  r e m o te st t im e ;  th e  p e a l b o o k  to  w h ich  
a llu s io n  h as been  m a d e  co n ta in s  th e ir  p erfo rm a n ces.

‘ A  su g g e stio n  t h a t  th e  so c ie ty  m a y  lik e  to  h e a r  a  to u c h  on th e  
h a n d b ells  b e in g  re c e iv e d  w ith  g r e a t  fa v o u r  th e  lia ijd b e lls  a r e  p ro ­
d u ced , a n d  h a lf  a  d o zen  C o lle g e  Y o u tb s  ta k in g  e a c h  tw o  b e lls , an d  
d ra w in g  th e ir  c h a irs  in to  a  c irc le  a w a y  fro m  th e  ta b le , p la y  u p  m a n ­
fu lly . I f - i t  is  d ifficu lt to  re m e m b e r a n d  e x e c u te  th e  p a r t  o n e  b e ll 
lia s  to  ta k e  in  a  p e a l, i t  m u st b e  m a d d e n in g  to  h a v e  c h a rg e  o f  tw o  
b ells . O f  cou rse, th e  ab sen ce o f  th e  m e ch a n ica l la b o u r  is  in  fa v o u r  
o f  th e  h a n d b e ll rin ger*

‘ T h e  p recisio n  o f  th e se  r in g e rs  w a s  m a rv e llo u s. W e  co u ld  n o t h a v e  
su p p o sed  i t  p ossib le  t h a t  su ch  s w e e t so u nd s an d  such  m u sica l com - 

. b in a tio n s  cou ld  h a v e  b een  p ro d u ced  b y  a  dozen  handbells', a n d  th e  
m em b ers o f  th e  so c ie ty  p re se n t, ex p e rts  b e  j t  re m a r k e d , a p p e a re d  as 
p le a se d  as  th e  ig n o ra n t v is ito rs . T h e  r in g e r s  w e r e  a l l  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  
o f  lo n g  ex p e rie n c e  a n d  v a s t  le a rn in g , b u t  w e re  n e v e rth e le ss  n o t  in ­
sen sib le  to  th e  a d m ira tio n  a n d  a p p la u s e  w h ic h  g re e te d  th e  te r m in a tio n  
o f  t h e  to u c h .’

W e  c a n n o t b e lie v e  t h a t  th e  a b o y e  w a s  w r itte n  b y  C h a r le s  D ic k en s. 
I t  is  a  good , h o n est, s tr a ig h tfo r w a r d  p iece  o f  w o rk  b y  a  r e a so n a b ly  
c o m p e te n t re p o r te r , b u t  th e re  is  a b s o lu te ly  n o th in g  t o  s lio w  a m a s te r ’s 
h a n d . T h e  w r i t e a  sa w  no m ore  th a n  a  n u m b e r o f  m en  s it t in g  a t  a 
lo n g  ta b le  a n d  sm o k in g . A ll  h e  n o tic e d  w a s  t h a t  th e y  b e lo n g e d  to  
th e  w o rk in g  class. D id  he e x p e c t a  g a th e r in g  o f  a r t is ts  o r la w y e r s  in  

,  (C o n tin u e d  in  n e x t  co lum n .)

R IN G IN G  IN S O U T H  A F R I C A .
H A P P Y  R E C O L L E C T I O N S .

To th e E d itor.
D e a r  S ir ,— M r. P a t  C a n n o n ’s l e t t e r . a w a k e n s  h a p p y  m em o ries. I , 

too, 011 a r r iv in g  a t  C a p e to w n  in  1930 soon m a d e  th e  a c q u a in ta n c e  o f 
th e  V ic a r  o f  W o o d sto c k  a n d  su ch  o f h is  r in g e rs  w ho th e n  m a in ta in e d  
a  ten u o u s in te r e s t  in  th e  b e lls . A m o n g s t th e m  w a s  F . G . 'M a y ,  fo r ­
m e rly  o f  B isto l, a n d  a n  o ld  v e te ra n  (w hose n a m e  I  fo r g e t) , a  su rv iv o r  
o f  th e  1904 p e a l, o f  w h ic h  th e r e  w a s  a  b o a r d  on  th e  w a ll.

A s  C a n o n  R id o u t  h a p p en ed  also  to  b e  th e n  on a  v is it  d o w n  to  C a p e ­
to w n , th e re  w a s  a  f lu t te r  a t  th e  p ro s p e c t o f a t  la s t  bringin g- o ff  a  
to u ch  o f G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s . I n  th is , h o w ever, w e  w e r e  s a d ly  d is ­
a p p o in te d . fo r  I  th in k  w e  o n ly  r a n g  a p la in  cou rse, a n d  t h a t  w ith  
m u ch  d iffic u lty . T h o u g h  I  h a d  r u n g  ‘ P a u l ’s ’ te n o r  o fte n  a n d  in  
c o m fo rt, t h a t  o f  W o o d sto c k  soon b e a t  m e, a n d  w h e n  I  s h ifte d  to  th e  
o th e r  e n d  th e  tr e b le  w a n te d  a s  m u ch  co a x in g  a s  a  h a l f  brolcen-in  co lt. 
I t  w a s  m id -D ecem b er a n d  v e r y  h o t. >

O n e o f  th e  a s p ira n ts  w a s  in  a n  e n g in e e rin g  w o rk sh o p  a n d  o ffered  
to  o v e rh a u l th e  b e a rin g s, a n d  a  fo r tn ig h t  o r  so l a t e r , , on  C h ris tm a s  
m orn in g, w e  w e re  a b le  to  r in g ,  th e  e ig h t  to  som e f a i r  ‘ s to n e y ,’ and  
I  w a s  v e r y  p lea sed .

T h re e  m on th s la te r  a t  D u rb a n  I  v is ite d  th e  to w e rs  o f G r e y v ille  a n d  
th e  C a th e d r a l (th e re  a r e  th ree  ‘  r in g s  ’ in  S o u th  A fr ic a ) ,  b u t 'h a d n ’ t 
tim e  to  r in g  a t  e ith e r  o r  fo r  m ore th a n  a  p le a s a n t  c h a t.

O n a g a in  v is it in g  D u rb a n  tw o  y e a r s  ag o , th e  h e a d  r in g e r  a t  th e  
C a th e d ra l to ld  m e  t h a t  th e y  h a d  th e  o n ly  r e a l b a n d  in  S o u th  A fr ic a . 
T h e y  r a n g  e v e r y  S u n d a y  e v e n in g  th ro u g h o u t th e  y e a r , th e  m orn in g  
h e a t  b e in g  too  m uch fo r  th e m ! A n d  t h a t  e v e n in g  I  h a d  th e  p le a su re  
o f lis te n in g  to  som e p a r t ic u la r ly  w e ll s tr u c k  ca ll-c lia n g es , th e  w a k in g  
s ta r s  o f a  tr o p ic a l s k y  tw in k lin g  a p p ro v a l. E . A L E X . Y O U N G .

B r o m le y . ---------- r—
O U T P O S T S  O F  T H E  E X E R C I S E .

D e a r  S ir ,— F o r  th e  in fo rm a tio n  o f S ig n a lm a n  A . P .  C a n n o n  a n d  
o th e r  m em b ers o f  th e  N .U .T .S .  w h o  m a y  h a v e  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  v is it  
th em , th e r e  a r e  to  m y  k n o w le d g e  th r e e  p e a ls  o f b e lls  in  S o u th  A fr ic a , 
S t .  M a r y ’s, W o o d sto c k , S t .  M a r y ’s, G r e y v ille , a n d  S t . P a u l ’s, D u rb a n .

S t . M a r y ’s, G r e y v ille , a  s u b u rb  o f  D u rb a n , h a s  a  p e a l o f  te n  b e lls  
(ten o r 18 cw t. 25 Jb.) I  sp e n t a  v e r y  p le a s a n t S u n d a y  th e r e  in  A u g u s t, 
1930f c o n d u c tin g  a  120 o f  G ra n d s ir e  D o u b le s  on th e  b a c k  s ix  fo r  m prn- 
in g  serv ice . I  d on ’t  re m e m b e r th e  n am es o f  th e  b a n d  e x c e p t M r. 
C la rk so n , th e  h e a d  r in g e r , w h o  k in d ly  e n te r ta in e d  m e t h a t  d a y  a n d  
th e  p re v io u s  d a y  w h en  I  firs t  m a d e  c o n ta c t  -with h im .

O n a n  e a r lie r  v is it  to  D u rb a n  in  1929 I  r a n g  a t  S t . P a u l ’s, w h e re  a 
y o u n g  b a n d  w ere  r in g in g  c a ll  ch a n g e s  o n  a  h a n d y  p e a l o f  e ig h t.

B o th  p e a ls  o f b e lls  w e r e  in e x c e lle n t co n d ition , a lth o u g h  th e  tw o  
b a n d s  o f  r in g e rs  a p p e a re d / to  h a v e  no con n ection  w ith  on e a n o th er.

I  v is ite d  S t .  M a r y ’s, W o o d sto c k , in  1931, b u t  w a s  u n a b le  to  a r r a n g e  
a n y  r in g in g  o w in g  to  th e  sh ortn ess  o f m y  s ta y  a t  C a p e to w n .

I  h a v e  a lso  v is ite d  M elb o u rn e , S y d n e y  a n d  B a l la r a t  in  A u s tr a lia , 
H o b a rt , T a s m a n ia , an d  C h ris tc h u rc h , N e w  Z e a la n d , b e tw e e n  1929 and 
1934. A t  a l l th ese  o u tp o sts  o f th e  E x e rc ise  I  w a s m a d e  v e r y  w elcom e 
b y  th e  lo c a l r in g e rs , J f  a n y  o f  th e m  s t il l  t a k e  ‘  T h e  R in g in g  W o r ld  ’ 
I "  send th e m  g re e tin g s  a n d  th a n k s  fo r  th e  p le a s a n t h ou rs I  sp e n t in 
th e ir  co m p a n y .

A n y  r in g e r  w h o  h a s  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  v is it in g  th e se  d is ta n t  ce n tre s  
o f o u r  a r t  sh o u ld  n o t n e g le c t  to  d o  so. I t  is  a n  ex p erien ce  n o t to  b e  
fo rg o tte n

S o  ‘ go od  lu c k  ’ to  th o se  w ho ca n  b e a t  th e  b a n  an d  r in g  in  o th e r  
co n tin en ts. , _ F . H . C R A W L E Y .

51, L a b u rn u m  C rescen t, B a rro w -in -F u rn ess .

• A N O T H E R  E N G L I S H  R I N G E R  I N  S O U T H  A F R I C A .
D e a r  S ir ,— W h ile  on sh ore  le a v e  a b ro a d , I  w a s  fo r tu n a te  en o u g h  to  

r in g  on a  l ig h t  p e a l o f  e ig h t  a t  W o o d sto c k , S o u th  A fr ic a , 600 G r a n d ­
sire  D o u b les. T h e  r in g e rs  w e re  : J .  R ile y  1 , V .  M e v e r  2, A . C o llin s  3,
F . H op g o o d  4, J . G . W o o d  5, H . M e y e r  te n o r . A  q u a rte r-p e a l w a s  
a r r a n g e d  fo r  th e  fo llo w in g  S u n d a y  e v e n in g  se rv ice , b u t  as  th e  co n voy  
sa ile d  th e  sam e m o rn in g , th is  w a s  im p o ssib le . I  w o u ld  b e  g la d  to  h e a r  
fro m  a n y  o f  m y  fe llo w -rin g e rs . F R A N K  H O P G O O D .

W im b led o n . ,

T H E  K IN G 'S  H E A D —C o n tin u e d  fr o m  p r e v io u s  c o lu m n . 
W in chester1 S t r e e t ,  S o u th w a r k ?  C h a r le s  D ic k e n s  s u r e ly  w o u ld  h a v e  
seen  in d iv id u a ls— D w ig h t , th e  b la c k sm ith , a n d  M a tt . W o o d , th e  
w e a v e r, T e d  L a n sd e ll fr o m  th e  H o p  M a r k e t , a n d  M a sh , w h o m , a s  th e  
s te e p le k e e p e r  o f  th e  to w e r  w h e n c e  h e  h a d  com e, h e  tn u s t h a v e  sp o k en  
to . H e  w o u ld  h a v e  to ld  u s w h a t  th e se  m en  s a id  a n d  w h a t  th e y  w e re . 
H e  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  g o n e  on  as th e  w r ite r  d id  t o  fill u p  h is  p a g e s  w ith  
a  lo n g  acco u n t o f  w h a t  th e  so cie ty  h a d  d o n e  in  th e  p a s t, o r  r a th e r  
w h a t  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  to ld  h im  t h e y  h a d  d one. W e  do n o t  q u ite  
see  C h a r le s  D ic k e n s  w r it in g  o f  h is  p e rso n a l v is it  to  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  
a n d  fil lin g  u p  h is  sp a ce  b y  tr a n s c r ib in g  th e  a c c o u n t fro m  th e  so c ie ty ’s 
r u le  book.

A t  t h e  beginnings o f  th e  y e a r  1869 D ic k e n s  w a s  e n g a g e d  on  a  le c tu re  
to u r  th ro u g h o u t E n g la n d . H e  w a s  in  fa i l in g  h e a lth , a n d  in  F e b r u a r y  
lie  h a d  a  serio u s b re a k d o w n . H e  d ied  on  J u n e  9th , 1870. H is  la s t  
c o n trib u tio n  to  ‘ A l l  th e  Y e a r  R o u n d  ’ w a s  on J u n e  5 th , 1869. I t  m a y  
b e  p ossib le  w h e n  th e  so u rces o f  in fo rm a tio n  a r e  o n ce  m ore  open  to  
s e t t le  th e  m a tte r  d e fin ite ly , b u t  w e  f e a r  t h a t  th e  t a le  a b o u t C h a r le s  
D ic k e n s ’ vTsit to  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  m u st b e  in c lu d e d  a m o n g  th e  
m a n y  b a se less  fa b le s  w h ic h  a r e  so com m on  in  th e  « to ry  o f  th e  E xerc ise .
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T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S
THE CAMBRIDGE GROUP.

All the places  ̂in Cambridge are made next the treble’s 
path, and consequently the bells above the treble keep the 
same coursing order among themselves; and the bells 
below the treble keep the same coursing order among 
themselves.. Above the treble the bells are in the natural 
coursing order of the' course, but as they pass the treble 
they do $0 alternately, one running through and the next 
place making; and this alternate quick and slow gives 
an entirely different coursing order below the treble. 
When the bells hunt up they pass the treble in the oppo­
site way from that they passed it going down. Those 
that went down quick go up slow; and those that went 
down slow go up quick. x By this means the natural 
coursing order is regained.

It is quite similar to what happens in Stedman, only 
there it takes a whole course, but in Cambridge only a 
lead.

But while the natural coursing order is regained within 
the lead there is this difference that the treble is in a dif­
ferent position. That must happen in every method with 
a treble and working bells, and is caused by one or more 
shunts^(or Q sets) which may or may not include the whole 
of the work. In -Cambridge it is caused by the places 
made next the treble when it leads or lies full. These 
are the constructional places of Double Bob and Cam­
bridge is based ultimately on Double Bob.

In the group of methods we are now considering we must 
take the positions of the constructional places as being 
definitely fixed on all numbers. Seconds is always made 
when the treble leads full, and when the treble lies full, 
the place immediately next it is always made. W e have 
to consider what variations are implied in the nature of 
the work represented by the other places.

The first thing to notice is that in Cambridge all the 
work above the treble forms a 'complete unit in itself, 
and all the work below the treble forms another complete 
unit in itself. By this we mean that if above the treble 
the bells hunted ordinary Treble Bob fashion instead of 
in the Cambridge fashion (as explained last week), we 
should still get the same lead-end. W e should have re­
petition of changes, but the ultimate effect on the cours­
ing order would be the same. The work above the treble, 
taken as a whole, has a similar effect to the 3-4 places in 
Kent, and the same is true of the work below the treble, 
taken as a whole.

The arrangement of the places below the treble in 
Cambridge is very symmetrical. All are at backstroke, 
and they consist of alternately two made at the middle 
change of a section and one at a cross-section. The ar­
rangement is as follows: ists and 2nds; 3rds; ists and 
4ths; Sths; ists and 6ths ; 7ths; ists and 8ths;9ths; ists 
and loths. And so on in a regular progression, the ex­
tent of which is limited by the number of sections avail­
able on any particular number of bells. At the half-lead- 
end the process is reversed. The arrangement of the 
places may be said to be triangular in form and to fit into 
the triangle formed by the path of the treble and the half- 
lead-end.

In Cambridge the places form a triangle which fills up 
the full available space in any number of bells, but we 
can easily find by experiment that, so far as the ultimate

effect on the coursing order is concerned, the size of the 
triangle does not matter so long as its base is the half- 
lead-end.

On ten bells, for instance, we can have three alterna­
tives. One is the arrangement of Cambridge Royal; the 
other two are as follows, one in which the triangle is the 
same size as that in Cambridge, Major, and the other in 
which it is the same size as that in Cambridge Minor.

2614385079 2614385079
6241830597 6241830597
2614803957 2614803957
6241089375 6241089375

6420183957 6420183957
4602819375 4602819375
4620189735 6420189735
6402817953 _. 4602817953

4608271935 4068271935
6480729153 0486729153
6840271935 0468271935
8604729153 4086729153

6840792513 0487692513
8604975231 4078965231
8069472513 . 4708692513
0896745231 7480965231

8069472531 4708692531
On six bells there is only one possible arrangement; 

on eight there are two;. on ten there are three; and the 
number increases in a regular progression as the number 
of the bells increases.

The arrangement of the places above the treble is very 
similar. Again we have a triangular form, the triangle 
in the first half-lead' being based on the lead-head, and the 
triangle in the second half-lead being based on the lead- 
end. The triangles expand in a regular progression in 
size, and number according to the space provided by the 
increasing number of bells. In form they are similar to 
those below the treble, except that places are never made 
together in the two hindmost positions.

When we have set down the full number of these 
triangles possible on any number of bells, both below and 
above the treble, we can work out the combinations of 
them, and that will give us a group of .closely related 
methods; which, by reason of their peculiar construction, 
have a capacity for 'true extension not possessed in simi­
lar degree by any other than the simpler methods such as 
Plain Bob, Oxford, Kent, Grandsire and Stedman.

But not all of these methods are, as they stand, of any 
practical use, for unless the triangles are large enough to 
cover between them all the sections there will be repeti­
tion of rows. This could be remedied by the use of Kent 
places. _

Of thfe four possible variations on eight bells, two in 
addition to Cambridge are good methods. One of them 
is Yorkshire, which has the Cambridge Major triangle 
above the treble and the Cambridge Minor triangle below 
the treble. The other is Pudsey,, which has the Cam­
bridge Minor triangle above the treble and the Cambridge 
Major below the treble. The fourth method has the Cam­
bridge Minor triangle both above and- beftnv the treble. 
As it stands it contains repetition of rows.



August 29th, 1941. THE RINGING W O R LD . 4*9

N O T IC E S .
ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—

The next meeting will be held on Saturday, August 30th, 
at the Bell Foundry, 32-34, Whitechapel Road, E .i, 
at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TIO N .— Northern Branch.— Meeting for practice at 
Chaddesley Corbett (D .V.) on Saturday, August 30th 
(not August 23rd). Eight bells available for silent prac­
tice 3 p.m. Tea 5.15 p.m. Handbells and usual even­
ing arrangements at the Swan (Tim’s).— B. C. Ashford, 
Sec., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

YORKSH IRE ASSOCIATION.— Eastern District.—  
The next meeting will be held at Selby Abbey on Satur­
day, August 30th. Handbells and ringing on the back 
eight tower bells (silent). The Vicar, Canon Solloway, 
will conduct those present round the Abbey at 2.30 p.-m. 
Service at 4 o ’clock. Tea can be obtained at Olde Cross 
Cafe, near Abbey. Business meeting at 6 o’clock, at 
which all outstanding annual subscriptions should be 
paid.— H. S. Morley, Hon. Sec., 5, Ebor Street, Selby.

DONCASTER AND DISTRICT SOCIETY. —  The 
next meeting will be held in the Church Hall, Barnby 
Don, on Saturday, Aug. 30th, at 3 p.m. Handbells 
will be available. Buses start from 'Christ Church, Don­
caster.— Ernest Cooper, Hon. Sec., 6, Grosvenor Cres­
cent, Arksey, Doncaster.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. —  Bolton and Man­
chester Branches.— A joint meeting will be held at "St. 
Mary’s, Prestwick, on Saturday, Aug. 30th, to start at
3.30 p.m. Bells (silent). Tea can be obtained at the 
Co-op Cafe until 6 p.m. There are still many 1939-40 
annual reports on hand.— Peter Crook and Joseph H. 
Ridyard, Branch Secs.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Sonning Deanery 
Branch. —  A meeting wil^be held at Crowthorne on 
Saturday, Aug. 30th. Service in Parish Church at 3.45 
p.m., followed by handbell ringing at the Vicarage.—  
W . J. Paice, Hon. Sec., Merrel, California, Wokingnam, 
Berks.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held on Saturday, Aug. 30th, at East 
Ardsley. Handbells from 3 p.m. 'Pea for drinking will 
be provided. Members are requested to bring their own 
food. Business meeting in the Schools.— H. Lofthouse, 
Hon. Sec., 8, Wortley Road, Leeds 12.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION— Leicester 
District.— A meeting will be held at Countefthorpe on 
Aug. 30th. Ringing (silent) at about 3 p.m. (Six bells). 
— H. W . Perkins, Hon. Sec.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— A meeting 
will be held in the belfry of Southover, Lewes, on Satur­
day, Sept. 6th. Tower open 3 p.nf. Six tower bells" 
available for silent ringing.— S. E. Armstrong, Hon. 
Div. Sec.

OXFO RD DIOCESAN GUILD. —  North Bucks 
Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Newport 
Pagnell ori Saturday, Sept. 6th. Handbells 3 p.m. Ser­
vice 3.30. Tea and meeting in Church House. Those 
requiring tea please notify me by Aug. 30th. All ringers 
welcome.— R. H. Howson, Hon. Sec., _ 19, Greeenfield 
Road, Newport Pagnell, Bletchley.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. —  Tonbridge Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Sevenoaks on Saturday, 
Sept. 6th. Service at 4 p.m. Tea if possible is being 
arranged. Will all members attending please let Miss
D. Colgate, 38, Buckhurst Avenue, Sevenoaks, know' not 
later than Tuesday, September 2nd. Subscriptions can 
be paid at this meeting.— T. Saunders, Peckham Bush, 
Paddock Wood.

BATH AND W ELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 
— Chew Deanery Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be 
held at Yatton on Saturday, Sept. 6th. Bells (with silent 
apparatus) available 3 o’clock. Divine service 4-30 p.m. 
Tea and business meeting 5 o ’clock. Tea for those who 
notify Mr. L. Pullin, High Street, Yatton, By Thursday, 
Sept. 4th.— Percy G. Yeo, Hon. Sec., Long Ashton.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— The deferred an­
nual general meeting will be held at Cambridge, Sat., 
Sept. 6th. Ringing on Seage apparatus at Great St. 
Mary’s from 3 p.m. Please come, if possible, to elect a 
general secretary. I am unable to carry on.— K. Willers, 
Sweetbriars, Trumpington, Cambridge.

W IN C H ESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN  
GUILD.— The annual general meeting will be held at 
Winchester on Saturday, September 6th. Central com­
mittee meet at 2 p.m. General meeting 3 p.m., followed 
by tea (all at Dumper’s Restaurant, High Street). Ser­
vice in Cathedral 5.15, followed by handbell ringing. 
Will those requiring tea please inform me by Wednes­
day, 3rd? All ringers welcome.— F. W . Rogers, Hon. 
Gen. Sec., 183, Chatsworth Avenue, Cosham, Hants.

SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAF­
FORD.— Next meeting will be held at Codsall, 6n Satur- 
ckiy, September 13th. Meet in the belfry at 3 o’clock for 
nandbell practice. Service in church at 4.45, with address 
by the Vicar. Cups of tea will be provided in the Parish 
Hall at 5.30. Bring your own victuals and sugar. Buses 
leave Queen Square, Wolverhajnpton, at 2 p.m. and 
every 20 minutes.— H. Knight. • •

SOCIETY OF ROYAL CUMBERLAND YOUTH S. 
— The annual general meeting will be held on September 
13th at 4 p.m. in the Vestry Hall at St. Martin-in-the- 
Fields. No provision for tea is being made this year. It 
is hoped as many members as possible will attend, as the 
new Vicar has promised to be present. Handbells will 
be available after completion of business.— G. W . Steere, 
Hon. Sec.

FOR SALE.— 800 copies ‘ Ringing W orld,' 1921 to 
1940. What offers?— Box X ., ‘ Ringing World ’ Office, 
Woking.

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER QLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FO R  N E W  C L O C K S , C H IM E  A D D IT IO N S , R EP A IR S  
O R  R E P A IN TIN G  O F  D IA LS . «  ■



430 THE RINGING W O R LD . August 29th, 1941.

The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  ^ O B T A I N E D  P O S T -  F R E E ; 

f r o m  th e  
R w r. E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V io a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

». d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-BelJ Trsfale

Dominated Methods) ..........................  .** ... ................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain B ob and

Doable Oxford B o b ) .................................................. ................... 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the a  bore collection*
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..................................  1 0
REPORT OF CONFERENCE W IT H  S.P .A .B ......................  ... 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN  TH E CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ........... ................................................................................. I t
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandaire Triples ........... 3

Cambridge Surprise M ajor ................... 2
Double Norwich and Oambridfe Coqrt 3

_______ • Bristol Surprise M ajor ...............................  ... 2
HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ..................  2
VARIATIO N  AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................... 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AN D MINOR METHODS (New

id i t i o n ) ' ................................................................................................  2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

' ROPE-SIGHT,’ la. lO d.; ninth edition ; 150 pages; tarssts Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2b. lO d.• second edition; 801 pages, commencing on 
fire balls, complete with the Thompson Chart*, etc.

' STAN D ARD  M ETHODS,’ ninth edition, 2a. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2a. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope. 

Contains full inatructiona for  ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touehea and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lO d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
‘  SURPRISE M ETHODS,’ 2a. lOd. A  book by the late R bt. 0 . D . P. 

Da rise, M .A., F R A .S .  Contains a tabulated fiat o f peals, 10 
126 pages.

A ll post free, on Moeipt o f postal order, from 
M iss M A R G A R E T  E, SN O W D O N  
Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulverston, Lancs

P U B L IC A T IO N S '
i GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AN D TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6|d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7ld . each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POW ELL.

Costaiaing fu ll and complete instruction from  the first handling 
at a  ball to the ringing and conducting o f peals o f Graadeire, 
Stedman, Plain B ob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection o f  Compositions included.
P ries:—  Complete edition, to 8 bells, doth , 120pp., 279 
(V cppt is for  1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper eorers, 84pp., 

1 / 2  (6 <»pi«s for 6 /-).
O M a ln sM a  o n iv  p o st fpee fr o m  R sv .' I ,  S . POWELL, 

v is s s s ito , m s f  P ava n try ,

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLR0PE81
N 0 T H  FOR EASY HANDLINC
E st. 1 8 2 0  » ■ — — ■

NON STRETCHING 

Tel. 8 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) L td .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O roar y o u r Bell Ropee n ow , b e fo re  prioea in orease , 
p re -w a r  q u ality , and send us yo u r o ld  Bell Ropee  

fo r  re p a irs  w hllyt n o t in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN Q IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL DRSTAKD D w f i i r o ) in Solid Silver

Diameter 2iin  2Jin, 81i*. 3iin. 4in. 4iin. 51n. 6Hn 
Price 1 8 /0  2 8 /8  * 8 / 8  3 3 / 8  * 8 / -  5 8 /8  8 7 /0  T t W  

The 6in. size is also m lds to hold 69 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E . R U S S E L L  and Optician

Telephone 876 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of^many famouai (clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John Sm ith  & S on s, M idland C lock  W ork s, 

Derby, Ltd.
H ead Offloe and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
Tel. No. D E R B Y  4 S S 8 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimate* and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the W oodhridfe Press, Ltd.,
i  by the Reds House P a b U n c  0s ., Ltd., !fo rd , a n d  P u b lish e d  

Buil<ta*i, Londoe, > .6 .4 .
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GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON L td-
CROYDON

Founders of the 
H E A V IE S T  B ELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons of the * 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

in
CANADA 

S. AFRICA 
NEW ZEALAND

i

Telephone 
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

N O W  A N D  A F T E R .
After just two years of war and more 'than twelve 

months under the ‘ ban,’ which has completely silenced 
the bells in all our churches, the Exercise is still trying- 
to carry on, and, like many other organisations, hoping 
for the dawn of the day when it can once more go ahead. 
Never in history has there been such a complete cessa­
tion of ringing. Even in the last great war the ban 
was imposed only from nightfall and ringers were-free 
to exercise their art until sunset. Now, stern necessity 
decrees that both in daylight and darkness the bells shall 
be silent, unless the enemy dares to attempt a landing 
from the air. Then, of course, they will clang over the 
countryside; but until the danger of invasion is past there 
will be no church bell ringing.

W e still do not see the real need for the restriction, 
because we feel that there are other and better means of 
achieving the end in view, and with far less possibilities 
of creating panic. But while this silence is ordained, it 
is useless to kick against it and ringers must make the 
best of a bad job. There is no other pastime of which 
we know that has been put so completely out of com­
mission, and the faithful among ringers can take credit 
for the way they are endeavouring to keep the flag fly­
ing. . This is not an easy matter without bells, or where 
there are no opportunities for handbell practice, and it 
will only continue where, as we pointed out last week, 
arrangements can be made for ringers, at any rate in 
neighbouring towers, to keepv in touch with one another 
for mutual encouragement. Association officials ought 
not to relax their organising efforts in this direction; 
even small meetings will keep interest alive, and there is 
no need for a spirit of pessimism if the response does not 
come up to expectations.

If the task of the associations is difficult', that which 
confronts this journal is far hardet~and the work of main­
taining its publication, with the lengthening days of the 
ban, does not diminish. It is only by the almost super­
human efforts of a valued coadjutor that ‘ The Ringing 
World ’ has continued publication through these 
troublous times, and it has been gratifying to be assured 
from many quarters that ‘ The Ringing World ’ was 
never more interesting than it is now, but we again 
appeal to our readers to help us maintain this standard 
by making what contributions they can to our columns. 
There are a variety of subjects which could still be dis­
cussed with advantage, and there are doubtless many 
matters in ringers’ minds which could be ventilated with 
interest. Until the day arrives when the bells begin to 
speak again and there is more ringing news, a good deal 

(C o n tin u ed  on  p a g e  422.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).--;

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most important ClocKs 

in the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E ST O R E D .

'THE GUILDFORD CLOGK WORKS,’
B a n k fie ld  Te rra c e , B urley, Leeds.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e r s , S h a k e s p e a re  S t .,  
N e w o a s t le -o n -T y n e , 

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld ,

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration.

get. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M ARKE D  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G I L T  OR W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/- 

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY,
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
‘ METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing World ' Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKING.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

M a k e r to  S t .  P a u l ’s  C a th e d r a l, W e stm in ste r  A b b e y , Im p e r ia l In s ti­
tu te , C a n te r b u r y , E d in b u rg h , S t .  A lb a n s , L in c o ln , D u rh a m , P e te r ­
b o ro u gh , M e lb o u rn e  (A u stra lia ) , R o ch e ste r , D u b lin , S t .  P a t r ic k ’s, 

M a n ch ester, D u r b a n  a n d  W o rc e ste r  C a th e d ra ls , e tc ., e tc .

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

depends upon the ringers themselves to keep up a flow 
of topics for discussion.

At the same time, of course, the future of ‘ The Ring­
ing World ’ also depends upon the support which is given 
to its circulation. It is admitted that the Exercise would 
have great difficulty in surviving without the paper and 
the task of reorganisation after the war would be, if not 
insurmountable, at least a slow and formidable one. 
What is required, therefore, is wholehearted support 
from those ringers who are still left and their further 
help which might find an outlet by purchasing another 
copy to send to a serving member of the Forces. Even 
associations might assist in this way. Where there are 
funds available it might be money well spent to use this 
means of keeping absent members interested in the art. 
The associations will need all the support they can get, 
when they are able to reorganise, and so will the towers; 
and how better can they lay the foundation than by keep" 
ing alive the interest of those whom they hope to wel­
come back ?

In the meantime there is work to be done to try to 
fill the gaps against the day when the bells may not only 
ring again but will be wanted, to play their part, as they 
have through centuries of history, in proclaiming the vic­
tory and in bringing back to the people the joyous sounds 
which so many sadly miss both in towns and villages 
on Sundays. Happily there are quite a number of places 
where ringers are ‘ carrying on,1' and practising, as best 
they may, with 1 silent ’ tower bells and with handbells. 
W e can only hope that this method— the best available—  
of keeping alive the art and encouraging beginners will 
expand until everywhere where bells are left in the 
towers, men #nd women will be ready to ring as soon as 
opportunity offers.

H A N D B E L L  P E A L .
B R I S T O L .

THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
( B r is t o l  G u il d  o f  H a n d b e l l  R i n g s r s . )

On Sunday, August 3 f ,  1941, in Tw o H ours and T h irty-E ight Minutes, 

A t  21 , W a t h k n  R o a d , S t . A n d r e w ’ s ,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, SMS CHANGES)

Tenor size 15 in C.
T h o m a s  H a r r i s .......................  1-2 I A l b e r t  M . T y l e r  . . .  , . . .  5-6
R o ys t o n  G . B r y a n t .............  3-4 | D o n a l d  G . C l if t  .............. 7-8

0  C o m p o s e d  b y  C . W . R o b e r t s .
A rra n g e d  and  C o n d u cte d  b y  D .  G . C l i f t .

F ir s t  p e a l o f  M a jo r  ‘  in  h a n d  ’ b y  a l l a n d  b y  th e  G u ild . B e lie v e d  
to  b e  th e  f ir s t  p e a l o f  B o b  M a jo r  on  h a n d b e lls  ru n g  i i j  th e  c i ty  o f 
B r is to l. R u n g  on th e  w e d d in g  a n n iv e rs a ry  o f th e  r in g e r  o f 3-4.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
J O I N T  M E E T IN G  A T  W A D H T J R S T .

A  v e r y  su ccessfu l jo in t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  E a ste rn  D iv is io n  o f  th e  S u ssex  
C o u n ty  A sso cia tio n  a n d  th e  E a s t G r in s te a d  a n d  H a w k h u r s t  a n d  
D is tr ic t  G u ild  w a s  h e ld  a t  W a d h u r s t  on  A u g u s t  16 th , w h e n  21 r in g e rs  
a t te n d e d  fro m  H a w k h u r s t, B en en d en , L a m b e rh u rs t, T u n b r id g e  W e lls , 
H a stin g s , H a ils lia m , E te h in g h a m , P a d d o c k  W o o d  an d  U ck fie ld . M r. 
C . A . L e v e tt  p a id  a v e r y  w elcom e v is it  fro m  S lo u g h .

R in g iifg  on  six  s ile n t b e lls  b e g a n  a t  3 .15  in  m eth o d s fro m  D o u b les  
to  C a m b r id g e  S u r p r is e  M in o r. R in g in g  w a s  also  e n jo y e d  on  a  tu n e fu l 
o c ta v e  o f  h a n d b e lls , le n t b y  M r. L e v e t t .  A  co u rse  o f G ra n d sire  C a te rs  
w a s  also  ru n g  on a s e t  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  W a d h u r s t  r in g e rs .

T e a  w a s  a t  a  n e a r b y  h o te l, fo llo w e d  b y  th e  busin ess m e e tin g  o f  th e  
E a ste rn  D iv is io n , a t  w h ich  M r. W . H a ig h  w a s  in  th e  ch a ir .

M r. E . L a d d , on  b e h a lf  o f  th e  E k s t  G r in s te a d  G u ild , w elco m ed  
th e  co -o p era tion  o f  th e  S u ssex  A sso cia tio n  a n d  th e  H a w k h u r s t  a n d  
D is tr ic t  G u ild  a n d  exp ressed  th e  h o p e  t h a t  fu r th e r  jo in t  m e e tin g s  
m ig h t b e  a r ra n g e d . >

T h e  th a n k s  o f th e  m e e tin g  w e r e  ex te n d e d  to  th e  V ic a r  fo r  th e  u se  
o f  th e  b e lls  a n d  M r. C . A . B a s s e tt  fo r  s ilen cin g  th e  b e lls  a n d  m a k in g  
th e  a rra n g e m e n ts .

T h e  r in g e rs  th e n  re tu rn e d  to  th e  ch u rch  a n d  r in g in g  co n tin u ed  
u n t i l  8 p .m .
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T H E  B E L L S  O F  S T . M IC H A E L  S M O U N T .
To the E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— T h e  co rresp o n d en ce in  re c e n t issues o f y o u r  p a p e r  h as 
b r o u g h t  to  l ig h t  in te r e s tin g  fa c ts  w ith  r e g a r d  to  th e  b e lls  o f S t . 
M ic h a e l’ s M o u n t. W e  a r e  in d e b te d  to  ‘ C o lle g e  Y o u th  ’ fo r  th e  in ­
s c r ip tio n s  an d  d a te s , b u t th e re  is  ev id en ce  en o u gh  to  sh ow  t h a t  th e  
six  b e lls  a re  h u n g  fo r  ch im in g , b u t  n o t fo r  r in g in g . M r. E d w in  
B a r n e tt  h e a rd  th e m  b e in g  chim ed, n e a r ly  fo r t y  y e a rs  a g o , a n d  m y  
w ife  h as h e a rd  th e m  m u ch  m ore re c e n tly  th a n  th a t .  M r. H ick s  h a s  
sp oken  to  th e  m an  w ho h a s  ch im ed  th e m  r e g u la r ly . I  h ave  been  in 
to u ch  w ith  M r. C liv e  M a rr io tt , L o rd  S t . L e v a n ’s a g e n t, a n d  he te lls  
m e t h a t  th e  b e lls  ca n  b e  ch im ed , b u t  n o t ru n g , as th e  to w e r is  n o t 
s a fe . O n e o f  m y  p a rish io n ers  w a s  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  th e  o rg a n is t  a t  
T h e  M o u n t, a n d  sh e to ld  m e w h en  I  v is ite d  h er in  h o sp ita l re c e n tly  
(w h e re  u n fo r tu n a te ly  sh e  is  a t  p resen t) t h a t  th e  b e lls  w e re  a t  one 
tim e  ly in g  o n  th e  to w e r floor —  th is  con firm s ‘ C o lle g e  Y o u t h ’s \  
m em ories— b u t  to  co m m em o ra te  th e  d ia m o n d  w e d d in g  o f  th e  p a re n ts  
o f  th e  la te  L o r d  S t . L e v a n  (w h o d ie d  th is  y e a r)  th e  b e lls  w ere  h u n g  
fo r  ch im in g . T h e  ch im in g  ro p es com e dow n in to  th e  ch a p e l an d  a 
ta b le t  b eh in d  th e m  re a d s, ‘ T h e ir  so u n d  is go n e  o u t  jn to  a l l la n d s  : 
an d  th e ir  w o rd s in to  th e  en d s o f  th e  w o r ld .’

B y  w a y  o f  in te r e st I  w ill q u o te  a t  fu ll  fro m  M . A . C o u r tn e y ’s
* C o rn ish  F e a s ts  a n d  F o lk -L o re  ’ : * . . . . S t .  K e y n e  n o t o n ly  th u s  
en d o w ed  her. w e ll, b u t  d u rin g  h er s ta y  a t  S t .  M ic h a e l’s  M o u n t she 
g a v e  th e  sam e v ir tu e  to  S t .  M ic h a e l’s C h a ir . T h is  c h a ir  is  th e  rem a in s  
o f  an  o ld  la n te rn  on th e  so u th -w e st a n g le  o f th e  to w e r, a t  a  h e ig h t 
o f  u p w a rd s  o f  250 f e e t  fro m  lo w  w a te r . I t  is  fa b le d  to  h a v e  b een  a 
fa v o u r ite  s e a t  o f  S t .  M ich a el. W h itt a k e r , in h is  su p p le m e n t to  
£ o lw h e le ’s “  H is to ry  o f C o r n w a ll,’ sa y s , “  I t  w a s  fo r  su ch  p ilg r im s  
as h ad  s tro n g e r  h ea d s  a n d  b o ld e r  sp ir its  to  co m p le te  th e ir  d e votion s 
a t  th e  M o u n t b y  s it t in g  in  th is  S t .  M ic h a e l’s  C h a ir  a n d  sh o w in g  th e m ­
selves a s  p ilg r im s  to  t h e  c o u n try  ro u n d  ” ; b u t  i t  m ost p r o b a b ly  served  
as  a  b ea co n  fo r  sh ip s  a t  sea T o  g e t  in to  i t  y o u  m u s t c lim b  on ^o 
th e  p a ra p e t , a n d  y o u  s i t  w ith  y o u r  fe e t  d a n g lin g  o v e r  a  sh eer d escen t 
o f  a t  le a s t  70 f e e t ;  b u t  to  g e t  o u t o f i t  is  m u ch  m ore d ifficu lt, as  th e  
s it te r  is  o b lig e d  to  tu rn  ro u n d  in  h is se a t . N o tw ith s ta n d in g  th is  an d  
th e  d a n g e r  o f a  fa l l  th ro u g h  g id d in ess, w h ich , o f course, w o u ld  b e  
c e rta in  d e a th , fo r  th e r e  is  n o t th e  s lig h te s t  p ro te ctio n , I  h a v e  seen 
la d ie s  p e rfo rm  th e  fe a t .  C u rio u s ly  en ou gh , S o u th e y  h a s  also w r itte n  
a b a lla d  on S t .  M ic h a e l’s C h a ir , b u t  i t  is  n o t as  p o p u la r  as th e  one 
b e fo re  q u o te d ;  i t  is  a b o u t “ R ic h a r d  P e n la k e  a n d  R e b e c c a  h is  w i fe ,”  
“  a  te r r ib le  s h re w  w a s  sl\e.”  In  p u rsu a n ce  o f  a  vo w  m a d e  w hen  
R ic h a r d  {e fe l l  sick  ”  th e y  w e n t on a p ilg r im a g e  to  th e  M o u n t, and  
w h ils t  he w a s  in  th e  c h a p e l------

S h e  le f t  h im  to  p r a y , a n d  s to le  a w a y  
T o  s it  in  S t . M ic h a e l’s  C h a ir .

U p  th e  to w e r R e b e c c a  ra n ,
R o u n d  a n d  ro u n d  a n d  ro u n d ;
’T w a s  a  g id d y  s ig h t  to  s ta n d  ato p  
A nd^ look. up on  th e  g ro u n d .

“  A  cu rse  on  th e  r in g e rs  fo r  ro c k in g  
T h e  t o w e r !”  R e b e c c a  cried ,
A s  o v e r  th e  ch u rch  b a tt le m e n ts  *
S h e  s tro d e  w ith  a  lo n g  str id e .

“  A  b le ss in g  on S t . M ic h a e l’s  C h a ir ! ”
S h e  sa id  a s  sh e  s a t  dow n  :
M e rr ily , m e rr ily  ru n g  th e  b ells ,
A n d  o u t R e b e c ca  S v a s  th ro w n .

T id in g s  to  R ic h a r d  P e n la k e  w ere  b ro u g h t 
T h a t  J i is  g o o d  w ife  w a s  d e a d !
“ N o w  sh a ll w e  to ll fo r  h e r  p oor soul 
T h e  g r e a t  ch u rch  b e l l? ”  t h e y  said .

“  T o ll a t  h er b u r y in g ,”  q u o th  R ic h a r d  P e n la k e ,
“  T o ll a t  h e r  b u r y in g ,”  q u o th  h e ;
“  B u t  d on ’t  d is tu r b  th e  r in g e rs  now  
In  co m p lim en t to  m e .”  *

• R ic h a r d  P e n la k e  m u s t h a v e  k n o w n  so m e th in g  a b o u t  r in g in g , an d  
w a s  c o n sid e ra te  en o u g h  to  w a n t  th e  r in g e rs  to  sco re  th e  p e a l!  A t  
a n y  r a te , le t u s h ope t h a t  th e  b e lls  o f  Sit. M ic h a e l’s  M o u n t w ill som e 
d a v  a g a in  ro ck  th e  to w e r a n d  so a n sw er th e  o th e r  b e lls  in  th a t  p a r ­
t ic u la r  p a r t  o f  W e s t  C o rn w a ll— th o se  o f L u d g v a n ^ G u lv a l, S t . M a r y ’s, 
P e n za n ce , an d  M a d ron . '■*

A R T H U R  S . R O B E R T S .

T h e  P a rs o n a g e , C a rb is  B a y .

T H E  B E L L S  R E S T O R E D .

D e a r  S ir ,— I  th a n k  ‘ C o lle g e  Y o u th  ’ fo r  h is  r e p ly  co n cern in g  th e  
b e lls  on S t . M ic h a e l’s M o u n t.

I f  he w ill re a d  m y  le t te r  a g a if l h e  w ill fin d  t h a t  I  d id  n o t s u g g e s t 
th e y  w e re  ru n g  w h en  I  h e a rd  th e m . I  d is tin c tly  sa id  th e y  w ere  
ch im ed . ~—

H e also  s ta te s  t h a t  i t  w a s im p o ssib le  fo r  a n y o n e  to  h a v e  h e a rd  
th e m  fo r th e  p a st 70 y e a rs , b u t  i t  is  e v id e n t t h a t  th e y  w e re  p u t  in  
o rd e r  b e tw e e n  th e  tim e  he s ta te s , an d  1904 o r 5  w h en  I  w a s  th e re . 

T h a t  th e y  a r e  s t i l l  in  o rd e r  *is b o rn e  o u t b y  M r. H ic k s  in  h is  r e p ly  
(Continued in next column.)

L E E D S  A N D  D I S T R I C T  S O C I E T Y .
E X - P R E S I D E N T  S A F E  A N D  W E L L .

T h e  A u g u s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  L e e d s  a n d  D is tr ic t  S o c ie ty  w a s  h e ld  a t  
S t . M ic h a e l’s, E a s t  A r d s le y , on S a tu r d a y .

T h e  a tte n d a n c e  w a s  n o t  a l l t h a t  co u ld  b e  d esired , a n d  th e  officers 
w ou ld  lik e  m em b ers to  g iv e  a  l i t t le  m o re  tim e  to  th e  s o c ie ty ’s m eet­
in g s . H a n d b e lls  w ere  ru n g  in  th e  sch oolroom  d u rin g  th e  a fte rn o o n  
a n d  even in g. T h e  V ic a r  o f E a s t  A rd s le y  .a rr iv e d  soon a f t e r  th e  te a  
in te r v a l an d  con versed  ip  g e n e ra l w ith  th e  m em b ers p re se n t.

A t  th e  bu sin ess m e e tin g  th e  p re s id e n t w a s  in  th e  ch a ir , a n d  m em ­
b ers w e re  p re se n t fro m  A rm le y , B r a d fo r d  C a th e d r a l, D r ig h lin g to n , 
R o th w e ll, S h ip le y  an d  th e  lo c a l co m p a n y . A f t e r  a  v o te  o f  th a n k s  to  
th e  V ic a r  a n d  to  M r. E . W a tso n , o f  th e  lo c a l co m p a n y , p rop o sed  b y  
M r. L . W . G . M o rris  a n d  secon d ed  b y  M r. T . W . S tr a n g e w a y , th e  
s e c r e ta r y  re p o r te d  t h a t  Tie h a d  re c e iv e d  a  le t te r  fro m  th e  R e v . J . H .
B . A n d re w s (ex -p resid en t o f  th e  so ciety) sa y in g  h e  w a s  a liv e  a n d  w ell 
an d  b a ck  in  E n g la n d  a f t e r  h a v in g  b een  in  m a n y  a c tio n s  w h ile  se rv in g  
as a  ch a p la in  in  H is M a je s ty ’ s N a v y , d u rin g  w h ic h  h is  ow n  sh ip  h ad  
b een  su n k.

I t  w a s  p rop osed  a n d  secon d ed  t h a t  th e  n e x t m e e tin g  Should b e  h eld  
i f  p ossib le a t  S t .  C h a d ’s, H e a d in g le y , on S a tu r d a y , S e p te m b e r 27t-li.

T h e  business m eetin g  th e n  closed  an d  fu r t h e r  h a n d b e ll r in g in g  to o k  
p la c e . m

D E A T H  OF M R  H E N R Y  GO LDIN G.
F I F T Y - N I N E  Y E A R S  A  R I N G E R .

W e  r e g r e t  to  an n ou n ce th e  d e a th , a t  th e  a g e  o f 73, a f t e r  a r a th e r  
sh o rt illn ess, o f  H e n ry  G o ld in g , o f  10, A lm a  R o a d , H ertiel H e m p ste a d .

A  n a tiv e  o f th e  b o ro u gh , h e  h ad  b een  a  r in g e r  a t  th e  P a r is h  C h u rc h  
fo r  59 y e a rs , first in  th e  s to n e y  b a n d  a n d  la te r  in  th e  c h a n g e  r in g in g  
b a n d . E v e n tu a lly  he b e c a m e  le a d e r  a n d  re m a in e d  so u n ti l h is  d e a th . 
In  1932 he w a s  p re se n te d  w ith  a  g ra m o p h o n e  a n d  re c o rd s  b y  th e  
ch u rch w a rd en s an d  p a rish io n e rs  to  co m m em o ra te  50 y e a r s ’ fa i th fu l  
service .

H e jo in e d  th e  H e rts  C o u n ty  A sso cia tio n  on  J u ly  24th, 1897, a n d  
w a s  e le c te d  as  p re s id e n t fo r  th e  y e a r  1929. H e  w a s  also  a  m em b er 
o f  th e  C o lleg e  Y o u th s .

M r. G o ld in g  w as n o t a g r e a t  p e a l r in g e r ;  h e  r a n g  h is  first, B o b  
M in o r, on S e p te m b e r 24th, 1898, th e  firs t  p e a l on th e  b e lls  o f  S t . 
M a r y ’s an<M.he first b y  a ll th e  b a n d . H is  la s t  p e a l w a s  a t  th e  en d  o f 
O cto b er, 1 9 & , an d  a lto g e th e r  h e  r a n g  a b o u t 50 p e a ls , in c lu d in g  M in o r, 
G ra n d sir e  T rip le s , B o b  M a jo r  (one o f  w h ich  he co n d u cted ), K e n t  an d  
O x fo rd , L i t t le  B o b  M a jo r , O x fo rd  B o b  M a jo r  a n d  W e llin g to n  L i t t le  
C o u rt.

T h e  fu n e r a l to o k  p la c e  a t  H em el H e m p s te a d ; th e  V ic a r  (th e  R e v . 
A . F . R obson ) officiated . A t  th e  clo se  a  p la in  cou rse  o f  G ra n d sir e  
D o u b le s  w a s  rung^ o ver th e  g r a v e  b y  R . S . C o ok 1-2, W . A y r e  3-4, and  
W . C . H u g h e s  5-6.

O n  th e  fo llo w in g  S u n d a y  th e  V ic a r  b a s e d  h is  serm on  o n  th e  fa i th fu l  
serv ice  a n d  s tr ic t  d evotion  to  d u ty  o f H e n r y  G o ld in g , a n d  a t  th e  close 
o f th e  ad d ress th e * c o n g r e g a tio n  sto o d  w h ile  a cou rse  o f  G ra n d sir e  
T r ip le s  w a s  ru n g  u n d e r  th e  to w e r  b y  R . S . C o ok 1-2, W . A y r e  3-4, 
W . J .  R a n d a ll 5-6, a n d  W . C . H u g h e s  7-8.

A  m ore d ev o ted  s e r v a n t to  a  to w e r  could  n o t b e  fo u n d , a n d  his 
s m ilin g  fa c e  w ill b e  s a d ly  m issed  w h en  th e  b e lls  o n ce  a g a in  resu m e 
th e ir  m essa ge  o f  p eace  a n d  g o o d w ill. W . A .

T H E  B E L L S  OF S T .  M I C H A E L S  M O U N T
(C o n tin u ed  fr o m  p re v io u s  co lum n .) 

la s t  w eek , wlTen h e  s a y s  t h a t  in  th e  p a s t  fe w  m o n th s  h e  m e t  th e  m an 
w ho ch im ed  th e m  r e g u la r ly  in  p e a c e  t im e  e v e ry  S u n d a y  m orn in g.

In  a  le t te r  I  re c e ive d  fro m  th e  R e v . A r th u r  R o b e rts  a  fe w  d a y s  
ag o  he also  says, * H o w e v e r, I  do k n o w  t h a t  th e re  a r e  s ix  b e lls  on 
th e  M o u n t, a n d  t h a t  t h e y  a re  o n ly  ch im ed . . I  do n o t th in k  a n y . o f 
th e m  a re  h u n g  fo r  r in g in g . T h e  ro p e s  com e d o w n  in to  th e  ch a p e l 
close to  a w all.*  '  *

E . B A R N E T T .
10, K in g s  C lose, C r a y fo r d .

S in c e  w r itin g  th e  a b o v e  I  h a v e  re c e ive d  a n o th e r  le t t e r  fro m  th e  
R e v . A . S . R o b e rts  w h ich  se tt le s  b eyo n d  a l l  d o u b t .t h a t  th e  b e lls  on 
S t . M ic h a e l’ s M o u n t w e re  re s to re d  m a n y  y e a r s  a g o . T h is  is  w h a t  he 
s a y s :—

* T h e  la te  o rg a n is t a t  th e  M o u n t is  on e o f m y  p a rish io n e rs  a n d  is 
a t  p re s e n t in  h o sp ita l. I  w e n t to  see h er y e s te r d a y , h a v in g  s e n t on 
in  a d v a n c e  w ith  h er h u sb a n d  th e  tw o  “  R in g in g  W o rld s  ”  w ith  v o u r  
le t te r  a n d  th e  r e p ly . T h e se  ca u se d  h e r  g r e a t  in te r e s t, in  fa c t ,  ju b ila ­
tion , a s  sh e  lo ves th e  M o u n t. S h e  co u ld  te l l  m e t h a t  th e  b e lls  w e re  
in  a  b a tT  co n d ition  a n d  som e w e re  on th e  to w e r  floor, b u t  th e y  w ere  
re sto re d  on th e  occasion  o f  th e  d ia m o n d  w e d d in g  o f th e  fa t h e r  an d  
m o th e r  o f  th e  L o rd  S t . L e v a n , w h o  d ied  a fe w  m on th s a g o . I t  w a s 
sa id  a t  th e  tim e  t h a t  th e  to w e r w a s  too  w e a k  fo r  th e m  to  b e  h u n g  
fo r  rin g in g , so th e y  w e re  h u n g  d e a d .’

I f ,  a s  I  su sp ect, ‘ C o lle g e  Y o u t h  * is  a lo c a l m an , h e  m a y  b e  a b le  to  
re m e m b e r th e  y e a r  in  w h ic h  th e  d ia m o n d  w e d d in g  w a s  c e le b ra te d , 
an d  so fix th e  d a te  o f th e  re s to ra tio n . H a d  h e  b een  a w a r e  o f  th is  a t  
th e  tim e , I  fe e l su re  h is  in flu en ce  w o u ld , in  a ll p r o b a b ility , h a v e  gon e 
a lo n g  w a y  to w a rd s  g e t t in g  th em  h u n g  fo r  r in g in g .
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T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL .
(C o n tin u e d  fr o m  p a g e  413.)

T H E  A N A L Y S IS .
The Analysis is older than the Central Council. It was 

started as far back as the year 1896 by George F. Attree, 
who was at the time the secretary of the Sussex County' 
Association. Attree was largely instrumental in the 
formation of the very fine band which existed at St. 
Peter’s, Brighton, during the closing years of the nine­
teenth century. He was the principal of a leading firm 
of auctioneers and undertakers, and he employed the 
greater part' of the company. That naturally gave him a 
commanding position in the belfry, though the two most 
skilful ringers, Mr. George Williams and Mr. Keith Hart, 
were independent.of him.

The Analysis at first gave the number of peals rung by 
each of the leading associations, an(j the total number 
of peals in the various methods. The tables appeared 
monthly with the associations arranged according to the 
number of peals they had rung. Throughout the year the 
Midland Counties Association easily kept the lead and 
finished up with a total of 65. The next three places 
were held in varying order by the Oxford Diocesan Guild, 
the Ancient Society of College Youths and the Yorkshire 
Association, but in the final list the Lancashire Associa­
tion displaced the last. The Oxford Diocesan Guild’s 
score was 36, and the others’ 35, 35, and 33.

The prominent position of the Midland Counties Guild 
was due mainly to the Burton-on-Trent band and to the 
activity of Arthur Percival Heywood, who callcl 18 peals 
during the year. Washbrook headed 4he list of conduc­
tors with 28 peals, and John Carter shared the second 
place with Heywood. The total number of peals was 556.

Among the methods rung were Cambridge Major i, 
Superlative 10,• Double Norwich 11 and Double Oxford 
9. There were seven 12-bell peals— Grandsire Cinques 
2, Stedman Cinques 4, and Treble Bob Maximus 1, 
Grandsire Triples numbered 192, but Stedman Triples 
only 47. Treble Bob Major numbered 122, and there 
were two unusual peals. One was Kent Treble Bob 
Caters at St. Peter’s, Liverpool, and the other 5,080 
changes, made up of 1,280 Kent Treble Bob Major, 1,280 
Bob Major, 1,260 Stedman Triples and 1,260 Grandsire 
Triples. This was rung at Perry Barr, Staffordshire, by 
the Birmingham men, with Henry Bastable as conductor. 
It was not, of course, spliced ringing, and did not escape 
adverse criticism.

In the year 1887 the number of peals increased to 646. 
The Sussex County Association now1 took the lead with 
70 peals, followed closely by the Ancient Society of Col­
lege Youths (67 peals), the Yorkshire Association (63 
peals) and the Oxford Diocesan Guild 51. The Midland 
Counties Association’s total dropped to 44 and the Lanca­
shire Association’s to 34. Washbrook again headed the 
conductors with 46 peals. Mr. Charles Tyler was second 
with 16 and Heywood dropped to 13.

In 1888 the total number of peals increased to 759, and 
there was' a great advance in method ringing. The 
Surprise Major methods included four of London, twelve 
of Superlative, nine of Cambridge and one of New Cum­
berland. ■ Stedman Cinques numbered five, Stedman 
Caters twenty-eight, Treble Bob Maximus three, and 
Plain Bob Maximus one. Grandsire Triples with 275 
peals was the most widely rung seven-bell method, and

Treble Bob Major, with 113 peals, the most widely rung 
eight-bell method. There were eight peals of over 10,000 
changes, includihg 12,041 and 15,041 Stedman Caters at 
Appleton, and 13,054 in the same method at Cheltenham, 
besides 13,265 Grandsire Caters at Appleton.

The head of the table was occupied by the Ancient 
Society of College Youths, who rang 96 peals. Next 
to them were the Sussex County Association (78 peals), 
the Midland Counties Association (72 peals), the Oxford 
Diocesan Guild (66 peals) and the Essex Association (55 
peals).

These figures were rather deceptive, for it was often 
the custom of bands to put two or even three names at 
the head of their peals so that they could be booked by 
more than one association. A large number by provin­
cial bands were recorded as College Youths’ peals. Hey­
wood drew attention to this' practice in one of the resolu­
tions passed at the Johnson dinner in 1889. It declared 
that ‘ the registration of any performance in the name of 
more than one association is destructive of fair compari­
son.’ In 1893 the Cefitral Council formally condemned 
the custom. In 1888 no fewer than 84 peals were pub­
lished under the names of more than one association.

Washbrook, who was then at the zenith of his career, 
easily topped the list of conductors. His score was 60, 
and the next man, H. H. Chandler, of Warnham, had 
only 17, with James Motts (15) and George Newson (14) 
in the thitd and fourth places. Heywood, who had called 
eleven peals, was still well up in the list.

The year 1889 saw a further advance, though not so 
great relatively as that of the previous year. The total 
number of peals was 797. Only eleven were Surprise, but 

_Stedman Cinques increased to ten and Stedman Triples 
to 92. Treble Bob Major dropped to 97, and Grandsire 
Triples remained almost stationary at 262. One peal of 
Bob Caters, 25 of Bob Triples, four of Grandsire Major 
and ten of Union Triples were rung.

The same five associations headed the table, but the 
Sussex County Association (98 peals) displaced the Col­
lege Youths (84 peals), and the Oxford Diocesan Guild 
(80 peals) displaced the Midland Counties Association (57 
peals). The Essex Association (49 peals) was again fifth.

Washbrook, yet again top of the conductors, called 88 
peals. He was followed by Charles Hills, of Angmering, 
Sussex (22 peals), and Henry Chandler (21 peals). Mr. 
George Williams’ score for the year was 17. Heywood 
called ten.

Three peals exceeded 10,000 changes, the longest 
being 15,227 changes of Grandsire Caters at Cheltenham 
on April 22'nd. x

In 1890 the number of peals dropped to 699, but in 
1891 they passed all previous totals with 878. In 1892 
802 were rung; in 1893, 705 ; and in 1894, 859. In 1896 
the number dropped to 791, but the Jubilee year, 1897, 
gaw another record, 905; and in 1898 the thousand mark 
was reached.

These figures and the details of the various methods 
rung give valuable information of the progress being 
made by the Exercise, but that was not, for most readers, 
the main purpose of the Analysis. To them its chief in­
terest lay in the fact that it ministered to the sporting 
element in change ringing.

To understand the history of the Exercise we must 
never forget that change ringing began as a sport, was
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developed as a sport and, despite the later recognition of 
other things in it, to a large degree remains a sport.

Now an essential condition of sport is competition; we 
can hardly imagine any sport in which it does not enter 
in some form or other. Sometimes it is the direct and 
simple competition between two persons or two teams 
who contend for the mastery in a set match. W e  get 
that kind of competition in boxing, cricket, football and 
chess. Then there is the competition which consists of 
a man or a team striving to beat some record already 
made by others. W e get that when liners try to cross 
the Atlantic in a shorter time than it has ever been done 
before; in tlje flights of aircraft or the racing of motor­
cars. And we get it, too, when football or cricket teams 
strive for the championship or the top of the league. And 
then we have the more complex , form of competition 
where a man sets himself to overcome the obstacles of 
nature or the inherent difficulties in his self-imposed task.

All these forms of competition have existed in the 
ringing Exercise, and they have supplied the most 
potent of the influences which have kept the art alive.

Direct competition between bands was common every­
where in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. In 
the nineteenth century it became practically confined to 
the North and the W est, but it survived there down to 
living memory, and even now is not altogether extinct. 
It was in the course of time associated with grave scan­
dals and became discredited, so that the best elements 
in the Exercise resolutely set their faces against it.

But the competition between bands who try to break 
each other’s records remained in full force, and fifty 
years ago was looked upon as a natural and healthy thing

which ought to be fostered rather than discouraged, 
though it had a bad side which showed itself in jealousy 
and ill-feeling between rival societies.

It was this kind of competition that the Analysis served., 
for it was looked upon much in the same way as football 
league tables are. It will be remembered that it appeared 
nearly every month.

I do not suppose that any bands did actually arrange 
and ring their peals with the idea of helping their asso­
ciation towards the top of the Analysis; but just as thou­
sands of men are keenly interested in the position of a 
football team in the league tables, though they take no 
part in the matches, so ringers did take an interest in 
the positions of the associations" in the Analysis.

But in all good sport the competition must be perfectly 
fair, and it very soon became clear that the Analysis as 
originally given was not fair. There was the fact, al­
ready referred to, that many peals were credited to more 
than one association. Even Heywood, as we have seen, 
pointed out strongly that it was not fair, and in 1893 
the Central Council passed a formal resolution condemn­
ing the practice. The feeling on the matter was so strong 
that a second resolution was passed in 1904. In the end 
the Analysis Committee were instructed to take notice 
only of the first of any given names of associations^ and 
the associations themselves only booked the peals when 
their own names stood first. That finally settled the 
matter.

There was, of course, really nothing unfair in the at­
tempt of bands to get their peals booked {>y more than one 
association, apart from the competition implied in the 
analysis. It was only a natural and harmless attempt to 
get tha fullest publicity for their performances. 1

LOUGHBOROUGH

T H E

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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WEARS & 
STAINBANK,

F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12th year 
o f reign o f 

. E lizabeth ).

IB e lK o u n d e rs  St
B e l l h a n g e r s ,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.I.

T elephone B is h o p s g a te  8 S 4 B

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
4 6  o w t. O qp. S lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for.

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E LLS*
in sets of any number.

B E L F R Y  G O S S IP .
M essrs. M ea rs a n d  S t a in b a n k  have^ re m o ve d  th e  re m a in in g  b e lls  

fro m  th e  b u r n t  o u t s te e p le  o f S t . M a ry -le-B o w . T h e y  h a v e  ta k e n  th e  
six  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  b e lls  fro m  S t .  A n d r e w ’s, U n d e r s h a ft, th e  five  p re- 
R e fo rm a tio n  b e lls  fro m  S t . B a rth o lo m e w -tlie -G re a t a n d  th e  tw o  6t i l l  
o ld e r b e lls  fro m  S t . B a rth o lo m e w -th e -L e ss  to  a  p la c e  o f  s a fe t y  som e­
w h ere  in  S o m e rse t. T h e y  h a v e  in  h a n d  th e  re s to ra tio n  o f th e  b e lls  a t  
C ra n fo rd , M id d lesex , w h ic h  a re  to  b e  h u n g  in  a  n ew  fr a m e  an d , a f t e r
th e  w a r , a u g m e n te d  to  ^  r in g  o f  five. 

I t  w o u ld  b e  in te r e s tin g  to  di*

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES, &c.

_______ ____________ o J iscover h o w  m a n y  la d y  r in g e rs  a r e  now
se rv in g  H is  M a je s ty  in  th e  a u x il ia r y  serv ices. I f  th e ir  n am es, th e  
n am es o f th e ir  to w e rs  a n d  th e  p a r t ic u la r s  o f  th e  fo rc e s  in  w h ic h  th e y  
a re  se rv in g  a re  se n t to  us, w e sh a ll b e  p lea sed  to  p u b lish  a lis t .

In  la s t  w e e k ’ s issue, o w in g  to  a  p r in te r ’s e rro r , th e  n a m e  o f th e  
m eth o d  w a s  o m itte d  fro m  th e  re p o r t  o f th e  p e a l o f  G ra n d s ir e  T r ip le s  
ru n g  a t  B r is to l on  A u g u s t 22nd. T h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  co m po sition  w a s 
H o lt ’s O r ig in a l w a s, h o w ever, a  p r e t t y  go od  in d ic a tio n  o f  th e  m eth o d .

O n S e p te m b e r  2nd, 1820, th e  f irs t  p e a l on th e  te n  b e lls  a t  B ish o p ’s 
S t o r t fo r d  w a s  ru n g  b y  th e  J u n io r  S o c ie ty  o f  C o lle g e  Y o u th s . I t  w a s  
5,039 ch a n g es  o f G ra n d sire  C a te rs , th e  f ir s t  p e a l b y  th e  so cie ty , an d  
w a s  co n d u cted  b y  H e n ry  S ym o n d so n .

T h e  C o v e n try  Y o u th s  on  S u n d a y  m o rn in g , S e p te m b e r  6th , le0 7, 
r a n g  ‘ on t h a t  h arm o n io u s P e a l o f  B e lls  a t  S t . M ic h a e l’s,* 6,140 ch a n g es  
o f  T it tu m  B o b  R o y a l, a n d  on th e  sam e d a t e  in  1908 th e  M id la n d  
C o u n tie s  A sso cia tio n  r a n g  10,192 ch a n g e s  o f  B o b  M a jo r  a t  A n s te y  in  
L e ice ste rsh ire .

T h e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  ra n g  6,144 ch a n g es  o f O x fo r d  T r e b le  B o b  M a jo r  
a t  S t .  P e t e r ’s, W a lw o r th , on  S e p te m b e r 7th , 1830. T h o m a s  T o lla a a y  
w a s  in  th e  b a n d .

F i f t y  y e a r s  ag o  to -d a y  th re e  p e a ls  o f K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  M a jo r  w e re  
ru n g .

R I N G E R S '  D U T Y  T O  T H E  C H U R C H i
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— Y o u r  p a s t fe w  issues h a v e  co n ta in e d  a n u m b er o f v e ry
* w in d y  ’ le t te r s  u p on  th e  a n tic ip a te d  h o s t ility  to  open  r in g in g  w h en  
th e  b a n  is  lif te d .

I f  th is  h o s t ility  does m a te r ia lis e , m y  o p in io n  is t h a t  w e  m a y  o u rse lves 
b e  p a r t ly  to  b la m e  fo r  it .

N o w , s ir , b e fo re  th e  w a r  one u sed  to  see p e r io d ic a lly  in  y o u r 
co lu m n s op in io n s exp ressed  b y  n o n -r in g in g  c le rg y  a b o u t th o se  r in g e rs  
w ho ra n g  fo r  serv ices an d  tn e n  d e p a rte d  th e  m om en t d iv in e  serv ice  
com m enced.

I t  is  a la m e n ta b le  fa c t  t h a t  s in ce  th e  en fo rced  silen ce  o f  th e  ch u rch  
b ells  p ia n y  o f  th e se  sam e c le rg y m e n  h a v e  n e v e r  seen  som e o f  th e ir  
r in g e rs  in sid e  th e  ch u rch  doors. S u r e ly , s ir , h e re in  lies  a  g r e a t  
d a n g e r  fo r  th e  fu tu r e  o f th e  E x erc ise .

‘ W in d  U p  ’ su g g e sts  t h a t  w e sh ou ld  m ob ilise  o u r fo rce s  a g a in s t  
th o se  o f th e  * s ile n t ’ m ovem en t.
.  I  su g g e st, in  a n sw e r to  th is , t h a t  w e  sh o u ld  f irs t  g e t  o u r ow n fo rce s  
p u rg e d , fo r , w h a te v e r  he m a y  sa y , th e  r in g e r  w h o  h a s  e n tir e ly  fo r ­
sa k en  his ch u rch  d u r in g  th e |e  d a r k  d a y s  is  a  ‘ f if th  co lu m n ist ’ p la y in g  
r ig h t  in to  th e  h an d s o f th o se  w h o  w o u ld  see o u r b e lls  re m a in  fo r e v e r  
s ile n t , w h ils t  th o se  w ho p a j  even  an  o cc a sio n a l v is it  to  th e ir  o ld  ch u rch  
a r e  th e  r e a l fo rc e s  w h o  w ill b e  in  a r e a l p o sitio n  to  see  t h a t  th e  b ells  
sh a ll once m ore r in g  o u t. R I C H A R D  A . P O S T .

H e a d in g to n , O x fo rd .

T H E  P E A L  A T  T A U N T O N .
T H E  L O C A L  V E B S I O N .

To th e  E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— A f t e r  r e a d in g  in  * T h e  R in g in g  W o r ld  ’ la s t  w e e k  a b o u t 

th e  p e a l a t  S t .  M a r y ’s on J u n e  25th , 1885, I  th o u g h t  I  w o u ld  g iv e  
y o u r  re a d e rs  th e  lo c a l vers io n .

A  n ew  fra m e  h a d  been  ere c te d , th e  p e a l o f te n  re h u n g  a n d  fo u r  
sem i-ton es ad d e d  h u n g  d e a d  to  fo rm  a  ca r illo n . T h e  O x fo rd  G u ild  
o f  R in g e r s  w e re  in v ite d  to  open  th e  b e lls , a n d  i t  w a s  a r ra n g e d  t h a t  
th e  b a n d  sh o u ld  b e  p a id  a  c e r ta in  sum  p e r  h e a d , p ro v id e d  th ey  rang  
a peal. T h is  th e y  n e a r ly  su cceed ed  in  d o in g .

T h e  la te  M r. T . D o b le , th e  b e llh a n g e r , s a t  in  th e  to w e r th ro u g h o u t 
a n d  h e a rd  th e  en d  o f  th e  p e a l. W a sn b ro o k  s e w  so m e th in g  (w h e th e r 
a m issed  b o b  o r  a s h i f t  co u rse  w a s  n e v e r  k n o w n ), b u t  n e  sa id  to  
M r. R o b in so n , * B o b  h ere , s ir , ’ a n d  a c c o rd in g  to  M r. D o b le  h e  fin ish ed  
th e  p e a l in  th is  m a n n e r, ‘ B o b  h ere , s ir  ’— a t  th e  r e m a in in g  n e ce ssa ry  
c a lls  to  g e t  jth e  b e lls  ro u n d . Its a p p e a r s  t h a t  o n e  o f  th e  b a n d  se n t 
th e  p e a l to  ‘T 'h e  B e ll  N e w s.’ T h e  rea so n  th e  b a n d  d id  th is  w a s  th e y  
th o u g h t th e y  w ou ld  n o t  g e t  a n y t h in g  fo r  expen ses, se e in g  t h e y  h a d  
a g re e d  to  r in g  a  p e a l. M r. R o b in so n  w a s  b la m e d , b u t  to  m e h e  a c te d  
on b e h a lf  o f th e  m en ’s  p o c k ets .

O n N o v e m b e r 4 th , 1891, a  p eal o f  S te d m a n  C a te rs  w a s  r u n g  on 
W e lls  C a th e d r a l b ells , M r. R o b in so n  a n d  M r. W a sh b r o o k  ta k in g  p a r t . 
T h e  p e a l w a s  co n d u cted  b y  M r. W a sh b r o o k , w h o  r a n g  th e  te n o r. 
T h is  w a s  p u b lish ed  as th e  f ir s t  p e a l o f S te d m a n  C a te r s  j n  th e  co u n ty . 
M r. R o b in so n , w h en  ch a lle n g e d , a d m itte d  th e  T a u n to n  jo b  w a s  no 
g ood . \

T h e  a b ove  m a y  in te r e st y o u r  re a d e rs .
J A M E S  H U N T .

P .S .— A ft e r  th e  W e lls  p e a l th e  R e v . F . E . R ofainson a s  a p e n a n ce  
r e fr a in e d  from r in g in g  peals d u rin g  the Lenten season.
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O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .
SONNING DEANERY BRANCH.

Meeting at a One-Bell Church.
A lth o u g h  th e  P a r is h  C h u rc h  o f  S t .  J o h n  th e  B a p t is t , C ro w th o rn e , 

p ossesses o n ly  a  s in g le  b e ll, i t  is  co m p e n sa te d  b y  th e  fa c t  t h a t  fo r  
m ore th a n  40 y e a rs  th e  liv in g  h a s  been  h e ld  b y  a  g r e a t  r in g e r , C anon
G . F . C o le rid g e , M a ste r  o f  th e  O x fo rd  G u ild  a n d  c h a irm a n  o f  th e  
S o n n in g  D e a n e ry  B r a n c h .

O n S a tu r d a y  la s t som e tw o  dozen  .rin gers a n d  fr ie n d s  w e re  p re se n t 
fro m  E a sth a m p ste a d , B in fie ld , F in c h a m p ste a d , H u rs t, S a n d h u r st and  
W o k in g h a m , as w ell a s  v is ito rs  fro m  B a g s h o t, B r a m le y  (H a n ts), R e a d ­
in g  a n d  W in d so r. M r. A . H . P u llin g  a n d  M r. J .  C o r b e tt, o f  th e  
G u ild fo rd  G u ild , a n d  M r. R . T . H ib b e r t, th e  s e c r e ta r y  o f th e  G u ild , 
w e r e  also p re se n t. E x c e lle n t to u c h e s  o f  G ra n d sir e  a n d  S te d m a n  
T r ip le s  w e re  ru n g  in  th e  v e s tr y  on  h a n d b e lls  b e fo re  th e  se rv ice , w h ich  
w a s co n d u cted  b y  C a n o n  C o le rid g e . M r. G o o d b a n d  p re s id e d  a t  th e  
o rg a n , a n d  th e  r in g e rs ’ h ym n , ‘ U n c h a n g in g  G o d ,’ w a s  im p re ss iv e ly  
su n g.

In  th e  co u rse  o f  a  sh o r t  ad d ress, C a n o n  C o le rid g e  g a v e  a  h e a r ty  
w elco m e to  a ll th o se  p re se n t a n d  b a sed  a  fe w  e a r n e st  re m a r k s  on 
th e  w o rd s  o f  S t .  P a u l to  th e  C o rin th ia n s , ‘ C a s t  d o w n , b u t  n o t  d e ­
stro yed .*  H e  s a id  t h a t  i t  m u st b e  u n iq u e  fo r  a  co m p a n y o f  r in g e rs  
to  m e e t to g e th e r  in  a  p a rish  w h e re  th e re  w a s  no r in g  o f  b ells , b u t  i t  
w a s  go o d  to  com e to g e th e r  i f  o n ly  fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  th e  so c ia l s id e  o f  
th e ir  w o rk . G r e a t  w e re  th e  d ifficu lties  o f  th e  r in g e rs  to -d a y , a n d  
th e ir  a r t  w a s  in  g r a v e  d a n g e r , b u t  i t  w a s  in sp ir in g  to  k n o w  t h a t  
th e re  w e re  so m e w ho w e r e  d e te rm in e d  to  c a r r y  on  a n d  k e e p  th in g s  
g o in g . W e  w e re  c a s t  d o w n  b y  rea so n  o f  re s tr ic tio n s  a n d  b e c a u se  o f 
m a n y  d ifficu lties, b u t  w e  w ei;e n o t d e stro y e d , a n d  w e  lo o k e d  fo rw a rd  
to  th e  d a y  w h en  th e  b e lls  w ill r in g  a g a in  fo r  v ic to r y  a n d  p ea ce .

T h e  p a r t y  assem b led  a t  th e  V ic a r a g e  a n d  B a t dow n  to  a  te a  k in d ly  
p ro v id e d  b y  th e  V ic a r , to  w h ic h , i t  n eed  n o t  be a d d ed , f u ll  ju s tic e  
w a s  done. T h e re  w a s  no fo rm a l busin ess, b u t  th e  b ra n c h  s e c r e ta r y  
exp ressed  th e  th a n k s  o f  a l l p re s e n t to  C a n o n  C o le rid g e  fo r  his w a rm  
w elco m e a n d  h o sp ita litv , a n d  sa id  th e y  w e r e  g la d  to  m e e t a t  C ro w ­
th o rn e  i f  o n ly  to  s a v e  tn e  C a n o n  a  jo u r n e y  fro m  hom e in  th e se  d ifficu lt 
d a y s  o f  t r a v e llin g , b ecau se  he* ( th e  C a n o n ) a lw a y s  lik e d  to  a t te n d  
th e ir  m e e tin g s  an d  w a s d is a p p o in te d  i f  h e  co u ld  n o t. T h e  s e c r e ta r y  
co u p led  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  o rg a n is t  w ith  th e  v o te  o f th a n k s .

C a n o n  C o le r id g e  re p lie d  a n d  sa id  w h a t  a  r e a l p le a su re  i t  w a s  to  
h a v e  th e  r in g e rs  th e r e  a n d  to  see som e o ld  fr ie n d s  w h o m  h e  h a d  n o t 
m e t fo r  a  lo n g  tim e .

H A P P Y  A S S O C IA T I O N  W I T H  C A N O N  C O L E R I D G E .
M r. A . H . P u llin g  s a id  w h en  he r e a d  t h e 'n o t ic e  in  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  

W o rld  * h e  f e l t  he m u st com e to  C ro w th o rn e  a n d  see  th e  C a n o n  on ce 
a g a in . H e  re c a lle d  som e o f  th e  p e a ls  h e  h a d  r u n g  w ith  h im  in  y e a rs  
g o n e  p a s t, n o ta b ly  a  7,000 o f D o u b le  N o rw ic h  a t  C h id d in g fo ld  o ver 
30 y e a r s  a g o . M r. P u llin g  sp o k e  o f  th e  p le a su re  o f  se e in g  som e th e re  
w h o  w ere  p ro g re ssin g  w ith  h a n d b e ll r in g in g  a n d  u r g e d  th e m  to  
co n tin u e .

M r. H . G o o d y e r , o f  T ile h u r s t, ^ ip p o rte d  th e  v o te  o f  th a n k s , a n d  
sp o k e  o f  M r. J .  M a rtin  R o u tli, w ho w a s  s t i l l  l iv in g  a t  T ile h u rs t. H e 
th o u g h t  he m u st b e  th e  o ld est m em b er o f  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s , as  h e  
w a s  o ver 90 y e a r s  o f a g e . M r. N y e , B a g s h o t, also sp o k e  o f h is p le a su re  
a t  b e in g  p re se n t, a n d  s a id  t h a t  h e  h a d  a lw a y s  e n jo y e d  a tte n d in g  
m e e tin g s  o f th e  S o n n in g  D e a n e r y  B r a n c h .

M r. R . T . H ib b e r t, g e n e r a l s e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  G u ild , sp o k e  o f  his 
m a n y  y e a r s ’ h a p p y  asso cia tion  w ith  C a n o n  C o le r id g e  a n d  th e  p e a ls  
h e  h ad  ru n g  w itn  h im  f if t y  a n d  m o re  y e a r s  a g o . H e  a p p e a le d  to  
e v e ry o n e  p re s e n t to  co n tin u e  to  s u p p o rt th e  G u ild  a n d  stre sse d  th e  
v a lu e  o f  m e e tin g s  su ch  as th e y  w e re  h o ld in g  t h a t  d a y .

M r. W . J .  P a ic e , b ra n ch  s e c r e ta r y , a sk e d  t h a t  m o r e  m em b ers o f 
th e  G u ild  m ig h t ta k e  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r ld .’ In  th e se  d a y s  o f  in ­
cre a se d  co st o f p o sta g e  i t  m e a n t q u ite  a  lo t  o f m o n ey  to  sen d  n otices 
o f  m e e tin g s  to  ev eryo n e, b u t  i f  m ore  su p p o rte d  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ 
in d iv id u a l n o tices w o u ld  n o t  b e  so n e ce ssa ry . In  m a n y  re sp e c ts  he 
co n sid ered  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ m ore in te r e s t in g  th a n  b e fo r e  th e  
w a r . M r. P a ic e  also  s p o k e  o f th e  re sp o n sib ility  o f  s te e p le k e e p e rs  a n d  
o th ers  to r  th e  ca re  o f  ch u rch  b e lls  d u r in g  th is  t im e  o f  in a c t iv it y , a 
s u b je c t  b r o u g h t  fo r w a r d  a t  th e  G u ild  a n n u a l fe s t iv a l.

H a n d b e ll r in g in g  co n tin u ed  u n ti l  a f t e r  7 o ’ c lo ck . T h e  m eth od s 
in c lu d e d  G ra n d sire  a n d  S te d m a n  T r ip le s , G ra n d s ir e  C a te r s  a n d  B o b  
M a jo r . S o m e  to u ch es o f  S te d m a n  T r ip le s  w e r e  p a r t ic u la r ly  go o d  a n d  
som e m em b ers r a n g  th e ir  firs t d o u b le-h a n d ed  to u ch .

T h u s  en d ed  a  h a p p y  a n d  m e m o ra b le  m e e tin g  a n d  o n e  t h a t  w ill liv e  
lo n g  in  th e  m in d s o f  th o se  w h o  w e r e  p r iv ile g e d  to  b e  p re se n t.

BELL. ROPES
M ADE FROM ITALIA N  HEMP, O R IT A LIA N  F L A X . 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN  HAND. A L L  ROPES SENT 

C ARRIAGE P A ID  AN D ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Q u o ta tio n s. Established ISO y ea n . ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM

S A L IS B U R Y  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .
D O R C H E S T E R  B R A N C H .

O n S a tu r d a y , A u g u s t  23rd, th e  D o rch e ste r  B r a n c h  o f  th e  S a lisb u ry  
D io cesa n  G u ild  h eld  a m e e tin g  a t  S t r a t to n . I t  w as th e  end o f th e  
40 d a y s  o f S t .  S w itl iu n ’s a n d  w a s  d re n ch in g  ra in  th ro u g h o u t, b u t 
even  t h a t  d id  n o t d am p  th e  en th u sia sm  o f a go od  a tte n d a n c e . T h e 
m e e tin g  w a s to  h a v e  b een  h e ld  in  th e  R e c to r y  g a rd en s, b y  k in d  p e r ­
m ission  o f  th e  R e c to r  a n d  M rs. A . F . G o d le y , and* sp ecia l p re p a ra tio n s  
h a d  b een  m a d e , b u t  i t  w a s tr a n s fe r r e d  to  th e  I n s titu te , w h ic h  w as 
m a d e  v e r y  c o m fo rta b le  a n d  in v itin g . A  go od  n u m b er a r r iv e d  by
3 o ’ clock  b y  tr a in  a n d  ca rs. P r a c t ic e  in  cu a n g e  r in g in g  a n d  tu n e s  
w a s  in d u lg e d  in  on th e  h an d b ells , w h ile  som e tr ie d  th e ir  h an d  a t  
ta b le  ten n is, d a r ts , etc .

A  to u c h  w a s  ru n g  on th e  h a n d b ells  in  th e  ch u rch  p reviou s to  th e  
se rv ice . T h e  s in g in g  o f w ell-k n o w n  h yln n s a n d  p sa lm  w a s  w e ll r e n ­
d e re d  b y  th e  ch o ir a n d  co n g re g a tio n , a n d  th e  ad d ress  w a s  g iv e n  by 
C a n o n  D . F . S le m e c k , v ice-ch a irm an  o f  th e  b ra n ch . H e  r e fe rr e d  to 
th e  en fo rced  s ilen ce  o f th e  bells , a n d  sa id  th e y  lin k ed  togethter p r a y e r  
a n d  p ra ise , * a n d  G o d  g r a n t  i t  m a y  b e  soon w h en  o u r b ells  r in g  a g a in .’ 

F o llo w in g  th e  serv ice , th e  m em b ers a g a in  assem bled  a t  th e  In s titu te , 
w h e re  th e y  w e re  in v ite d  to  te a  b y  th e  R e c to r  a n d  M rs. G o d ley , a n d  
g r e a t  c re d it is  due to  th em  th e  w a y  th e y  g o t  o ver th e  ra tio n in g  
d ifficu lties. A lth o u g h  th e re  w e r e  a b o u t 30 p resen t, th e re  w a s  p le n ty  
to  sp a re . H a d  i t  b e e n  fin e th e  n u m b e r p ro b a b ly  w o u ld  h a v e  been 
a b o u t 50.

In  th e  ab sence o f  th e  c h a irm a n  (ow in g to  th e  w e a th e r), th e  ch a ir 
a t  th e  m e e tin g  w a s  ta k e n  b y  th e  v ice-ch a irm an . T h e  h on. se c r e ta r y  
r e a d  s e v e ra l a p o lo g ie s  fo r  ab sence. A  v o te  o f  s y m p a th y  w a s  p assed  
to  th e  fa m ily  o f M r. J .  O rc h a rd , o f W e s t  L u lw o rth , w ho d ied  on 
A u g u s t 10th. H e  h a d  beeft a  m e m b e r o f  th e  G u ild  fo r  40 y e a rs  a n d  
w a s  th e  m a in s ta y  o f h is  to w e r. T h e  m em b ers stood  in  s ilen ce  a s  a 
m a r k  o f  re sp e ct. T h e  b ra n ch  w a s re p re se n te d  a t  th e  fu n e ra l b y  th e  
W o o l r in g e rs .

A n  in te r e s tin g  discussion  to o k  p la c e  on th e  a d v is a b ility  o f h o ld in g  
a n o th e r  m eetin g , a n d  th e  m em b ers w ere  u n an im o u s t h a t  o w in g  to  th e  
m a n y  d ifficu lties w h ic h  a t  p re se n t e x iste d , i t  w a s  n o t a d v isa b le  to  
h o ld  a n o th e r m e e tin g  b e fo re  th e  a n n u a l m eetin g , a lth o u g h  th e  c h a ir­
m an  sa id  i f  th e re  h a d  b een  a h a ll a v a ila b le  in  his p a r ish  o f  M aiden  
N e w to n  ho w o u ld  h a v e  in v ite d  th e m  th e re .

T h e  C h a irm a n  sa id  h o w  g la d  th e y  a ll w ere  to  see th e ir  lion , secre­
ta r y  p resen t a f t e r  his illn ess. H e  h a d  com e to  th e  m e e tin g  ag a in st 
d o c to r ’s o rd ers, a n d  th e y  h op ed  h e  w o u ld  co n tin u e in  b e t te r  h e a lth . 
I t  w a s  p rop o sed  fro m  th e  c h a ir  t h a t  th e  b e s t th a n k s  o f  th e  n je e tin g  
sh ou ld  b e  g iv e n  to  th e  R e v . a n d  M rs. A . F . G o d le y  fo r  th e ir  k in d  
h o sp ita lity  a n d  to  th e ir  h elp ers. T h is  w a s  rece ived  w ith  ac c la m a tio n .

T h e  R e c to r  s u ita b ly  rep lied . T h e  ch a irm an  also th a n k e d  th e  
o r g a n is t  a n d  ch o ir fo r  th e ir  serv ices, a n d  th a n k s  w e re  g iv e n  to  th ose 
w h o  k in d ly  p la c e d  th e ir  ca rs  a t  th e  d ispo sal o f th e  m em b ers.

A t  th e  con clu sion  o f  th e  m e e tin g  fu r t h e r  h an d b ell p ra c tic e  and 
am es w ere  e n jo y e d  u n til a b o u t  8 p .m ., everyo n e  v o tin g  i t  an o th er 
a p p y  g a th e r in g  d e sp ite  th e  w e a th e r .
T h e  fo llo w in g  to w ers  w e re  re p re se n te d ; B r a d fo r d  P e v e re ll, S t. 

P e t e r ’s, D o rch e ste r , F ra m p to n , M a id en  N e w to n , S tr a t to n , S y d lin g  
a n d  W y k e  R e g is .

‘ T H E  C A M B R I D G E  GROUP.'
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— In  th is  w e e k ’s  ‘ R in g in g  W o rld  ’ yo u  w r ite , ‘ O f th e  fo u r  
p ossib le  v a r ia tio n s  o n  e ig h t b e lls , one is  “  Y o r k s h ir e ,”  a n o th e r  is

P u d s e y .”  ’
E x a c t ly  th r e e  m on th s a g o  to -d a y  I  se n t yo u  a ta b le  o f  cou rsin g 

o rd er o f  v a rio u s  T re b le  B o b , 1 E x e rc ise ,’ ‘ D e l i g h t ’ an d  S u rp rise  
m eth od s, 54 in  a ll, w h ich  o u g h t to  h a v e  been  sufficien t to  con vin ce you 
t h a t  th e  re la tio n sh ip  b etw een  th e se  th re e  m eth o d s is n e x t to  n o th in g .

T h e  le a d  h e a d s  o f H u n tin g  C o u r s e s p r o v e  t h a t  in  th e  firs t  le a d  th ere  
a r e  o n ly  12 ro w s com m on to  b o th  ‘ Y o rk sh ire  ’ an d  ‘ C a m b r id g e ,’ th e  
firs t s ix  ro w s an d  th e  la s t  s ix  ro w s o f  th e  lea d .

‘ P u d se y  ’  liafc o n ly  fo u r  ro w s in  com m on w ith  ‘ Y o rk s h ire  ’ and 
‘ C a m b r id g e ,’ th e  f ir s t  tw o  a n d  th e  la s t  tw o  row s o f th e  lea d .

T h e se  fa c ts  a r e  also  p ro v e d  b y  R o u n d  B lock s  a n d  T ra n sp o sitio n s o f 
th e  th re e  m eth od s.

W h a t  is  th e  u se  o f  p re te n d in g  t h a t  so m eth in g  is  w h a t  i t  is  n o t?

G E O R G E  B A K E R .
P .S .— W ill y o u  never, le a rn  ?

T H E  L A T E  R O B E R T  A . D A N I E L L .
To the E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— M a y  I  p o in t o u t t h a t  th e  la te  R . A . D a n ie ll to o k  p a r t  
in  a n o th e r p e a l b esid es th e  on e m en tio n ed  in  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ o f 
A u g u s t 22nd? H e  r a n g  th e  tr e b le  to  5,003 G ra n d sire  C a te rs  a t  S t . 
M a ry  A b b o t ’s. K e n s in g to n , on D ecem b er 3rd , 1897. T h e  b a n d  w ere 
C u m b e rla n d  Y o u th s , a n d  in c lu d ed  W illia m  B a ro n , A r th u r  J a co b . 
G e o rg e  N ew son  a n d  H e n ry  D a in s , w ith  John R o g e rs  as com poser and 
co n d u cto r. D a n ie ll w a s a t  th e  t im e  th e  ca p ta in  o f  th e  K en sin g ton  
b a n d  an d  h e  a r ra n g e d  th e  p e a l, w h ic h  w as th e  second on th e  ten .

D a n ie ll d ied  on D ecem b er 20th, 1935, a t  th e  a g e  o f 79, n o t in  1938 
as stated. HENRY G. MILES.

I Hammersmith.
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T H E  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .
M A I N T A I N I N G  T R A D I T I O N S .

T h e  s tr e n g th  o f  th e  tr a d it io n  b e h in d  th e  A n c ie n t S o c ie ty  o f C o lle g e  
Y o u th s  h as n e v e r  b een  b e tte r  sh ow n  th ro u g h o u t a l l  it s  h is to ry  th a n  
b y  it s  a c t iv it ie s  to -d a y , w h e n  u n d e r  th e  stre ss  o f  su ch  w a r-tim e  con ­
d itio n s  a s  w e re  n e v e r  b e fo re  k n o w n  or even  v isu a lise d , w h en  a l l  th e ir  
ch erish ed  h a u n ts  a r e  e ith e r  d e stro y e d  o r  d en ied  to  th e m , t h e y  con ­
t in u e  to  m e e t, to  d isc h a rg e  th e ir  fo rm a l b u sin ess a n d  to  e n jo y  t h a t  
so c ia l in te rco u rse  w h ic h  so lo n g  h a s  b een  th e  ^ ch ara cteristic  seq u el to  
a l l  th e ir  m e e tin g s . »

T h e ir  official m e e tin g  p la ces  th r o u g h  th e  ce n tu rie s  h a v e  a lw a y s  b een  
su ch  t h a t  th e  liq u id  re fre sh m e n t a sso c ia te d  in  th e  p u b lic  m in d  w ith  
b e llr in g in g  (an d  w h ich  ‘ s o ft  im p e a c h m e n t ’ r in g e rs  w i ll  be th e  la st 
to  d en y) l ia s  b een  a v a ila b le  e ith e r  to  q u en ch  th e  fires  a r is in g  fro m  
h e a te d  d e b a te  o r  fu r t h e r  to  se a l th e  b o n d  o f b ro th e r ly  lo v e  b etw een  
th e  m em b ers. E v e n  in  liv in g  m em o ry  th e re  h a v e  b een  occasion s w hen  
e rs tw h ile  bosom  fr ie n d s, w ith  a  g r ie v a n c e , r e a l or im a g in a r y , ra n k lin g  
in  th e ir  h e a rts  w o u ld  s it  th r o u g h  session  a f t e r  session  o f  p ost-b u sin ess 
c o n v iv ia lity  w ith o u t  so m u ch  a s  a  w o rd , b u t  soon er or la te r  b u rn in g  
p assio n s b e n e a th  a n  a p p a r e n t ly  ice-b ou p d  e x te r io r  w o u ld  succum b 
to  th e  m e llo w in g  in flu en ce  o f  th e  a tm o sp h ere  oC t h e - m e e tin g  room  
a n d  th e  ic e  w o u ld  b e  b ro k e n  b y  B i l l  a sk in g  T o m  to  ‘ ta k e  th e  to p  o ff ’ 
h is  p in t.

T h e s e  th in g s  a r e  no^ir d im  reco llectio n s, b u t  th e r e  is  ca u se  fo r  r e g r e t  
t h a t  th is  w a r  h as e n fo rce d  a  b r e a k  in  th e  tr a d it io n s  o f  th r e e  ce n tu rie s . 
P r o b a b ly  n o t  evpn a f t e r  th e  G r e a t  F ir e  o f  L o n d o n  w e r e  th e  so cie ty  
so h om eless, in  th e  o fficial ‘ sen se, a s  th e y  a re  now , w h en  th e y  h a v e  
lo s t  n o t  o n ly  T h e  C o ffee  P o t ,  b u t  m a n y  o f  th e ir  rec o rd s  a n d  ch erish ed  
p ossessions. ,

B u t  s t il l  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  c a r r y  o n ,' a n d  th e y  m e e t a m id  th e  
ru in s  a t  W h ite c h a p e l in  o n e  o f th e  b u ild in g s  w h ic h  t h e  enemy has 
fa i le d  to  d e stro y . O f  cou rse, th e r e  a r e  o th e r  p laces, b u t  w e  can  
h a rd ly  im a g in e  a n y  m ore a p p ro p ria te  th a n  th e  Foundry, w h ic h  w a s  
e s ta b lish e d  ev en  b e fo re  th e  A n c ie n t  S o c ie ty  it s e lf  w a s  founded an d  h as 
p ro d u c e d  so m a n y  o f  th e  b e lls  on w h ic h  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  h a v e  b een  
d e lig h te d  to  r in g . T h e  fa c t  t h a t  th e se  p rem ises  a r e  u n lic e n se d  is  b u t 
a  te m p o r a r y  d ra w b a c k , b u t  th e  h o s p ita lity  w h ic h  c h a ra c te r ise s  th e  
w elco m e a t  th is  e s ta b lish m e n t m ore th a n  co m p en sa tes  'fo r  a n y  o th e r 
in con ven ien ce— a n d  ‘ a  p la c e  w ith in  th e  m e a n in g  o f  th e  A c t  ’ is, a fte r  
a l l , n o t  so fa r  a w a y , w h e n  th e  busin ess is  co m p leted , t h e  h a n d b ells  
d o n e w ith  a n d  p u t  asid e, a n d  m em b ers a r e  s t i l l  lo th  to  se p a ra te  
w ith o u t  c o m p le tin g  w h a t  h a s  in  e ffe c t b ecom e p a r t  of th e  r itu a l.

A n d  so once a g a in  on  S a tu r d a y  the C o lle g e  Youths, re p re se n te d  b y  
t h e  fa i th fu l fe w , m e t a t  th e  W h ite c h a p e l F o u n d r y . T h e  M a s te r  p re ­
sid ed , a n d  w a s  su p p o rte d  b y  th e  tr e a s u re r  a n d  s e c r e ta r y  a n d  M essrs. 
E . M u rre ll, G . N . P r ic e , J . H . S h e p h e rd , C . W . R o b e rts , H . G . M iles, 
R a p le y , H . L a n g d o n , R .  F . D e a l, T o n y  P r ic e , F e lth a m , a n d  G u a rd sm a n  
M u n d a y , o f  B a s in g sto k e . T h e  v is ito rs  w e re  A b le  S e a m a n  M illh o u se, 
L in c o ln , a n d  the S c r ib e  fr o m  E a lin g .

N o m in a tio n s  fo r  tw o  n ew  m em b ers w e re  g iv e n  in . B u sin ess w a s 
soon o ver a n d  go o d  u se  w a s  m a d e  o f  th e  h a n d b e lls . R em in iscen ces 
o f  th e  p a s t  a n d  fr ie n d ly  discussion  b r o u g h t  th e  m e e tin g  to  e  close.

T h e  n e x t m e e tin g  w i l l .b e  on  S e p te m b e r  13 th  a t  th e  B e l l  F o u n d r y .

T H E  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S  IN 1869.
A  V I S I T  T O  S T . S A V I O U R ’S , S O U T H W A R D .

I n  resp on se to  a  re q u e s t fro m  a  co rresp o n d en t, w e  g iv e  fu r th e r  
e x tra a ts  fro m  th e  a c co u n t o f  a  v is it  to  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  w h ich  
a p p e a re d  in  ‘ A l l  th e  Y e a r  R o u n d  ’ o f  F e b r u a r y  2 7th , 1869.

F o r  som e y e a r s  (sa y s  th e  w r ite r)  a  s tro n g  d e s ire  to  m a k e  a  p erson a l 
a c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  th e  A n c ie n t Y o u th s  possessed  o u r m in d . W e  w ere  
n o t sa tisfied  w ith  th e  o ccasio n al in te llig e n c e  re sp e c tin g  th em  t o  be 
g le a n e d  fro m  th e  sp o rt in g  p a p e r  .w h ich  u s u a lly  re c o rd e d  th e ir  d o in gs, 
a n d  w h ich  w a s  in v a r ia b ly  to  th e  e ffe c t t h a t  th e  fo llo w in g  m em b ers 
o f th e  so c ie ty  ascen d ed  th e  to w e r  o f  S t . S o m e b o d y ’s ;  t h a t  a t r u e  and  
c o m p lete  p e a l o f  G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  w a s  ru n ^  in  su ch  a n d  su ch  a 
s u r p r is in g ly  sh o rt t im e ;  t h a t  th e  p e a l w a s  com posed  a n d  co n d u cted  
b y  M r. S o -a n d -S o ; a n d  t h a t  th e  te n o r  w e ig h e d  so m u ch . W e  b ecam e 
an x io u s  to  se e  w ith  o u r  ow n ey es  w h a t  m a n n e r  o f m en  th e se  m ig h t 
b e  w h o  w e re  in  th e  h a b it  o f  d e v o t in g  lo n g  h ours to  th is  v o lu n ta r y  
h a rd  la b o u r, a n d  ev en  i f  w e  f e l t  a  s a d  p re s e n tim e n t t h a t  a G ra n d sir e  
T r ip le s  m ig h t p ro v e  to o  m u ch  fo r  o u r fe e b le  co m p reh en sio n , a  lin g e r­
in g  h o p e  re m a in e d  t h a t  w e  m ig h t  fin d  th e  k e y  to  a t  le a s t  som e p a r t  
o f  th e  m y s te ry . A  v e r y  d a r k  a n d  cold  e v e n in g  in  J a n u a r y  fo u n d  us 
cro ssin g  L o n d o n  B r id g e  b e llw a rd  b o u n d . ,

T h e  p o rtio n  o f th e  ch u rch  w e  h a v e  to  p a ss  th r o u g h  is  d im  en o u gh  
b y  w h a t  l i t t le  l ig h t  com es fro m  .th e  o rg a n  l o f t  w h e re  th e  o r g a n is t  is 
p r a c tis in g . T h e  la n te r n  w e  h a v e  w ith  u s  is  r a th e r  m o r e  u s e fu l, h o w ­
e v er, w h en  w e  re a ch  th e  n a r ro w  w in d in g  s ta irc a s e  t h a t  le a d s  to  th e  
b e l fr y , w h ic h  is  d a r k  in d e e d  a n d  v e r y  lo n g  a n d  v e r y  ste e p . W h en  
w e  r e a c h  th e  firs t h a lt in g  p la c e  w e  fe e l b u t  w e a k  a b o u t th e  kn ees 
a n d  g id d y  a b o u t th e  h e a d , a n d  a r e  g la d  to  cross a lo n g  th e  le v e l 
f lo o rin g  o f  th e  lo ft .

‘ W e  n e a r ly  h a d  a n  a c c id e n t h e re  th e  o th e r  d a y . S o m e o f th e  b o ys 
w e r e  o n  in  fr o n t  a n d  w e re  g o in g  to  cross in  th e  d a r k . F o r tu n a te ly  I  
c a lle d  on  th e m  to  w a i t  u n ti l  I  b r o u g h t th e  la n te rn , th in k in g  i t  ju s t  
p ossib le  som e o f  th e  tr a p s  w e re  open . S u r e  en o u gh  th e y  w e re  an d  
so m eb o d y  m u st h a v e  g o n e .r ig h t  dow n to  th e  floor o f  th e  ch u rch  i f  I  
h a d n ’ t  su n g  o u t in  t im e .’ T h u s  o u r  co n d u c to r, to  th e  d e ra n g e m e n t 

(Continued is  next column.)

B O O K IN G  C H U R C H  A N D  I T S  B E L L S .
T o th e E d itor.

D e a r  S ir ,— I  th o u g h t  p e rh a p s  y o u r  re a d e rs  w o u ld  lik e  to  kn ow  
so m e th in g  o f th e  h is to r y  o f  o u r  a n c ie n t d e a n e ry  ch u rch  a n d  it s  b e lls .

T h e  ch u rch  w a s  fo u n d e d  iu  th e  y e a r  995 b y  R o y a l C h a r te r  u n d er 
th e  d ire c tio n  o f  E lfr ic  th e  A rch b ish o p , t h e  fre e h o ld  la n d s  a t  B o o k ­
in g  a n d  M e rse g a , n o w  k n o w n  as ‘ M e rse a  I s la n d ,’ b e in g  g iv e n  b y  
E d w in  an d  L u ffw in e , h is  w ife,- a s  a n  en d o w m en t to  a  p r io r y  to  b e  
k n o w n  a s  th e  G r a n d  P r io r y  o f  C h ris tc h u rc h , a  S u b -P r io ry  o f  C a n te r ­
b u ry .

I n  th e  e a r ly  13 th  c e n tu r y  th e  firs t  b e ll  w a s  g iv e n  to  th e  P n o r y  to  
b e  u se d  as  a  sa c r in g  b e ll, a n d  th is  b e ll re m a in s  in  t h e  t u r r e t  u n to  
th is  d a y . T h e  in scrip tio n  rea d s  a s  fo llo w s  ro u n d  th e  crow n , “ S a n ctu s, 
S a n ctu s, S a n c tu s ,’  a n d  a n  e ffigy  o f  a  k n ig h t  in  a rm o u r w ith  th e  d a te  
1237. U n d e rn e a th , th e  L a t in  in scr ip tio n  re a d s, ‘ I f  y o u  w a n t  to  k n o w  
m y  n am e, n a m e  is R ic h a r d .’

At*, th e  d isso lu tio n  o f  th e  m o n a steries  th e  P r io r y  C h u rc h  b ed a m e a 
p e c u lia r  ch u rch  o f C a n te r b u r y , a n d  t h e  G ra n d  P r io r  b e c a m e  D e a n  
O rd in a ry  a n d  R e c to r .

I t  is  n o t  k n o w n  w h e th e r  th e r e  w e r e  b e lls  o th e r  th a n  th e  o n e  m en ­
tio n e d  b e fo r e  th e  C o m m o n w ea lth . O f  th e  p re s e n t p e a l o f  e ig h t , tw o  
o f th e  b e lls  a r e  d a te d  1670 a n d  tw o  o th e rs  1684. T h e  tw o  te n o rs , o f 
w h ic h  w e  h a v e  no re c o rd  re g a r d in g  t h e ir  p re v io u s  a g e , w e r e  r e c a s t  in  
1895 b y  M ea rs  a n d  S t a in b a n k , o f  W h it e c h a p e l.. T h e  tw o  tr e b le s  w ere  
p re se n te d  b y  M rs. C a r r in g to n  a n d  th e  C o u n tess  D e  M a rtin in g o  to  
co m m em o ra te  th e  60th y e a r  o f H e n r y  C a rr in g to n  a s  D e a n  a n d  R e c to r , 
a n d  b e a r  th e  n a m es o f  th e  r in g e rs  o f  t h a t  d a y , w h ic h  a r e  a s  fo llo w s : 
H e n ry  H a m m o n d , C h a r le s  B e a rm a n , W illia m  B e a rm a n , F re d e r ic k  
W a rre n , W illia m  M oore; F re d e r ic k  R a d le y , W illia m  G rim w a d e  an d  
E z ra  C a r te r . O n ly  tw o  o f  th e se  a re  s t i l l  liv in g , n a m e ly , H e n r y  H a m ­
m on d a n d  F re d e r ic k  R a d le y . T h e s e  tw o  b e lls  w e r e  d e d ic a te d  m  1904-. 
T h e  tw o  o ld est b e lls  w e re  c a s t  b y  J o h n  D a r b ie  a n d  th e  o th e r  tw o  b y  
B a r t le t t .

U n t il  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  20th c e n tu ry  a  d o g -ra p p e r  w a s  p a id  to  
k e e p  d ogs o u t  o f th e  ch u rch , n o isy  b o y s  in  o rd e r  a n d  th e  c o n g re g a tio n  
a w a k e  d u rin g  serm on s. H e  c a r r ie d  a  sta ff, on  o n e  en d  o f  T^hich w a s  
a fe a th e r , w h ic h  he u se d  to  t ic k le  th e  la d ie s  u n d e r  th e ir  nose to  
ro u se  th e m , a n d  w ith  th e  o th e r  en d  h e  p o k e d  th e  g e n tle m e n  in  th e  
rib s. T h is  s ta ff  ca n  b e  seen  in  th e  ch u rch  a t  th e  p re s e n t tim e .

.R O N A L D  S U C K L E Y .

T H E  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p re v io u s  oolum n.) \ 

o f  o u r  n ervou s sy stem , fo r  th e  floor a p p e a rs  to  b e  a l l tr a p j a n d  th e  
fa s te n in g s  m a y  or m a y  n o t  b e  a l l  secu re . \ 1

A n o th e r  sp e ll o f  s te e p  w in d in g  s ta irc a se  a n d  w e  e m e rg e  b re a th le ss  
in  th e  r in g e rs ’ room .

L a r g e  a n d  lo f t y  is  th e  r in g e r s ’ ro o m , lig h te d  b y  a g a s  a p p a ra tu s  
r a th e r  l ik e  th e  h oop  t h a t  se rv e s  fo r  a  c h a n d e lie r  in  a  tr a v e llin g  
circu s. T h e  w a lls  a r e  a d o rn e d  b y  la r g e  b la c k  a n d  g o ld  fr a m e s  lo o k in g  
a t  f ir s t  s ig h t lik e  m o n u m e n ta l ta b le t s  to  th e  m em o ry  o f  d e p a rte d  
r in g e rs , b u t  p ro v in g  o n  fu r t h e r  e x a m in a tio n  to  r e fe r , l ik e  th e  re c o rd s  
in  th e  c lu b  ro o m , o u t on  a  largelr sca le , to  th e  p e rfo r m a n c e s  o f  th e  
so c ie ty . P e a ls  o f  a ll k in d s  a p p e a r  to  h a v e  b een  r u n g  on  th e s e  b e lls ;  
b u t  on one occasion  i t  seem s t h a t  th e  co m p a n y a c h ie v e d  a  tr u e  p e a l 
o f K e n t  T re b le  B o b  M a xim u s. B o b  M a jo r  w e  h a v e  h e a r d  o f, b u t  B o b  
M a x im u s! W ill  th e y  in tro d u c e  u s  to  B o b  M a xim u s to -n ig h t?

T h e  ro p e s  o f  th e  tw e lv e  b e lls  p ass th ro u g h  holes in  th e  ce ilin g  a n d  
r e a c h  th e  floor. U n d e r  e a c h  is  a  l i t t le  ra is e d  p la t fo r m  fo r  th e  r in g e r  
to  s ta n d  on, w ith  a  s tr a p  fo r  h is  fo o t  to  h e lp  h im  in  g e t t in g  good ' 
p u rch a se , a n d  ea c h  ro p e  h a lf-w a y  u p  is co v ered  fo r  som e 4 ft. b y  a  flu ffy  
w o o lly-lo o k in g  co v e rin g , te c h n ic a lly  c a lle d  a  ‘ s a l ly , ’ a n d  in te n d e d  to  
a ffo rd  a  go od  h o ld  to  th e  r in g e r  as  h e  ch ec k s  h is  b e ll  in  th e  p u ll 
dow n.

C o a ts  a r e  t a k e n  off, sleeves a re  tu r n e d  u p  a n d  b u sin ess is  e v id e n tly  
a b o u t to  b e g in . B u t  n o th in g  co n n ected , h o w ev er re m o te ly , w ith  m u sic 
ca n  b e  done w ith o u t  a  q u a n tity  o f tu n in g , o r  o th e r  p r e lim in a r y  p e r ­
fo rm an ces, a n d  ch a n g e  r in g in g  is n o  ex ce p tio n  to  th is  ru le . B e fo re  
th e  r in g in g  ca n  b eg in , i t  is  n e c e ssa ry  to  ‘ s e t  ’ th e  b e lls ;  to  s e t  a b e ll 
is  to  g e t  i t  on  th e  r ig h t  b a la n c e  m o u th  u p w a rd s. S o m e  o f  th e  b e lls  
a r e  se t a lr e a d y , som e co n sen t to  b e  s e t  w ith  l i t t le  tr o u b le , b u t  th e  
te n o r, a  s m a ll p la y t h in g  o f f ifty -tw o  h u n d re d w e ig h t, o r th e re a b o u ts , 
is  o b s tin a te  to -n ig h t. T h r e e  y o u th s  t a k e  h im  in  h a n d  a n d  p re s e n tly  
h is  d eep  n o te  boom s o u t so n o ro u sly , b u t  h e  a b s o lu te ly  d eclin es to  
assu m e th e  re q u ire d  p osition . W e  t a k e  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  a n d  g o  up ,, 
p re ce d e d  b y  o u r fr ie n d  w ith  th e  la n te r n , in to  th e  b e l f r y  a n d  a m o n g  
th e  b e lls .

A s  w e  go  th e  te n o r ’s v o ic e  b ecom es lo u d e r  a n d  lo u d e r, a n d  th e  
la d d e r  an d  w a lls  sh a k e  m ore a n d  m ore , u n ti l  a t  la s t  a s  w e  a re  g o in g  
to  s te p  on to  th e  p la t fo r m  o f  th e  b e lls  w e  sh rin k  b a c k  a s  fro m  a  
b low  fro m  th e  s tu n n in g  c r a sh  o f  so u n d  w ith  w h ic h  h e  g r e e ts  u s . H e  
is r a th e r  a n  a la r m in g  o b je c t  .to  b e h o ld  sw in g in g  v io le n tly  to  a n d  
fro  clo se  to  u s, a n d  w e  d eclin e  th e  in v ita tio n  to  s te p  p a s t  h im  o n  to  
th e  s ta g in g  b eyo n d . O u r co n d u cto r does n o t  d is tu r b  h im se lf in  th e  
le a st, b u t  is  p r e s e n t ly  b u s y  a m o n g  th e  b e lls  w ith  h is  la n te r n , su b lim e ly  
in d iffe re n t to  th e  c la n g in g  m on ster so c lo se  to  h im . A l l  a t  on ce 
a la r m in g  te n o r  com es u p  s lo w ly , h o vers, p o ises fo r  a  m o m e n t as th o u g h  
h e s ita t in g  an d  s e t s ; h is  g r e a t  "m outh five  f e e t  o r  so in  d ia m e te r  tu r n e d  
a t  la s t  th e  r ig h t  w a y . A ll  h is  companions h a v e  been in th is  position 
for some time an d  now the ringing can begin.
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L O N D O N  S U R P R IS E  M A J O R .
A N  A N A L Y S I S  O F  I T S  C O N S T R U C T I O N .

B y  W . T A Y L Q R .
In  e l l  T r e b le  B o b  m ethodfs som e o f  th e  in te r n a l p laces p la y  a  p a r t  

in  fix in g  th e  firs t le a d  h ead  o f  a  m eth o d , w h ils t  o th e rs  h a v e  no e ffect 
on  th e  le a d  h ea d , b u t  serv e  to  p re v e n t re p e tit io n  o f  ro w s w h ic h  w o u ld  
o th e rw ise  occur.

T h e  f irs t  n am ed  or th o se  w h ich  se rv e  to  d e te rm in e  th e  le a d  h ead  
a r e  u s u a lly  m a d e  b y  th e  b e ll w h ich  is co u rsin g  im m e d ia te ly  in  fro n t 
o f th e  tr e b le  m a k in g  a p la c e , crossin g  th e  tr e b le  a n d  m a k in g  a n o th e r 
p lace, w h ich  ca u ses i t  to  a g a in  cou rse  th e  tr e b le , b u t a f t e r  i t  in ste a d  
o f b e fo re . I t  does n o t  m a tte r  w h e re  th e  p i ace  m a k in g  occu rs, w h e th e r  
in te r n a lly  o r  a t  th e  E x trem es, th e  r e s u lt  o f  th e  o p e ra tio n  is  th e  sam e, 
v iz ., to  ch a n g e  th e  p a ir  o f  b ells  con cern ed  in  th e ir  c o u rsin g  o rd e r. 
F o r  exam p les, ex a m in e  th e  w o rk  o f th e  tr e b le  a n d  th e  3rd  in  row s
2  to  5  in c lu siv e  o f D o u b le  N o rw ich , w h e re  th e  o p e ra tio n  is in te r n a l;  
or th e  la y in g  in  2 n d ’ s p la c e  o f th e  3 rd  a t  th e  f irs t  le a d  en d  o f  B o b  
M a jo r  w h e re  th e  o p e ra tio n  is a t  th e  E x tre m e .

T h e  e ffe c t 0Y  r e s u lt  o f th e  co m p le te  o p e ra tio n  is a lw a y s  th e  sam e, 
w h e th e r  i t  is m a d e  b y  th e  tr e b le  a n d  a  c e ll co u rsin g  b e fo re  it , or b y  
a n y  p a ir  o f  co u rsin g  b ells . I t  a lw a y s  m a k e s  th e  cou rse  b ells  e x ch a n g e  
p la ces  in co u rsin g  o rd er. I f  t h e  o p e ra tio n  is m a d e  b v  a  b e ll a n d  th e  
tr e b le  i t  ca u ses t l ie  tr e b le  to  m ove o n e  s te p  b a c k w a r d  in  th e  co u rsin g  
o r d e r ;  th u s  th e  co u rsin g  o rd e r  o f ro u n d s 246875312 a ft e r  th e  o p e ra tio n  
h as b een  co m p leted  once b ecom es 246875132 wheife i t  w ill b e  seen  1 
an d  3 h a v e  e x ch a n g e d  p laces, an d  th e  re s u lt in g  le a d  h e a d  b e in g  
13527486.

N o w  in  D o u b le  N o rw ich  th e  o p e ra tio n  is p e rfo r m e d  fo u r  tim e s  in  
th e  f ir s t  lea d , v iz ., w ith  th e  3 rd , th en  th e  5th , th e n  th e  7 th  a n d  th en  
th e  8th , so t h a t  th e  tr e b le  is  m oved  to  513, 715, 817 a n d  618 in  
succession, w h ich  la s t  is  p a r t  o f  th e  co u rsin g  o rd e r  246187532, and  
co rresp o n d s to  th e  le a d  h e a d  18674523, w h ic h  is  th e  firs t le a d  h e a d  o f 
D o u b le  N o rw ich .

T h is  o p e ra tio n  h as b een  g iv e n  th e  n a m e  * A  C o u r t  S h u n t * w h en  i t  
occurs in te r n a lly  an d  ‘ A n  E x tr e m e  ’ w h en  i t  o ccu rs a t  th e  E x tre m itie s ,

b y  th e  in it ia l le t te r s  C .S . T h e r e  a re  som e w ho o b je c t  to  th e  te rm  
‘ C o u r t  S h u n t * b ecau se  th e y  th in k  i t  a t te m p ts  to  co m p a re  r in g in g  
w ith  r a i lw a y  sh u n tin g . T h o se  w h o  d is lik e  th e  te rm  ca n  s u b stitu te  
a n y  o th e r  w o rd  or w o rd s  w h ic h  th e y  th in k  m o re  n e a r ly  corresp on ds 
w ith  th e  d is tu rb a n c e  to  n o rm a l p la in  h u n tin g  o f  th e  b e lls  con cern ed , 
e .g ., ‘ M ove,* ‘ E x c h a n g e ,’ ‘ S id e  tr a c k in g ,’ e tc ., b u t  ju s t  as  th e  n am e 
g iv e n  to  th e  rose h a s  n o th in g  to  do w ith  th e  scen t, so th e  n a m e  g iven  
to  th is  o p e ra tio n  has n o th in g  to  do w ith  th e  re s u lt . V erb . sap.

I  h a v e  ex p la in e d  w h a t  a C .S ; is a n d  w h a t  i t  does. I t  h a s  a b s o lu te ly  
no effect on th e  co u rsin g  o rd er o f th e  o th e r  bells , a lth o u g h  i t  m a y  
c a u se  th e m  to  d o d ge o r  do o th e r  th in g s  a n d  te m p o r a r ily  d is tu rb  th em  
w h ile  i t  is  b e in g  c a rr ie d  o u t. A f t e r  a  C .S . o rig in a l co u rsin g  o rd e r  
(h e re a fte r  co u rsin g  o rd e r  w ill b e  C .O .)  ca n  b e  re s to re d  in  o n e  o r  tw o  
w a y s  o n ly — (a) b y  a n o th e r  C .S . on  th e  sa m e  p a ir  o f b e lls , b u t  th e  
p la c e m a k in g  b e ll b e in g  th e  on e w h ic h  c o n tin u e d 1 p la in  h u n tin g  in  th e  
first C .S ., a n d  (b) th e  p la c e m a k in g  b e ll m a k in g  a  C .S . w ith  ea ch  o f 
th e  o th e r  b e lls  in  tu rn  so t h a t  i t  lia s  m a d e  a  C .S . w ith  a ll. T h is  la t t e r  
is ca lle d  a  p la in e d  Q  se t. C a se  (a) m a y  b e  c a lle d  a  re v e rse  Q  se t.

T h e  p la c e s  o f  a  C .S . a r e  n o t  n e ce ssa rily  m a d e  in  fo u r  co n secu tive  
row s, b e tw e e n  th e  p la ces , th e  co u rse  b e lls  ta k in g  p a r t  in  th e  C .S . 
m a y  d o d g e  o r even  s e p a r a te  fo r  s e v e r a l ro w s as  o ccu rs in  S in g le  C o u rt 
M in or w h e re  th e  3 rd  m a k e s  a  p la c e  a b o v e  th e  tr e b le  a t  ro w s 2 a n d  3, 
th e  o th e r  p la c e  b e in g  d e fe rre d  t i l l  n e a r  th e  end o f th e  le a d  a t  row s 
10 a n d  1 1 , b u t  th e  fin a l r e s u lt  is  e x a c t ly  th e  sam e as  w h en  m a d e  in
4 ro w s, v iz ., i t  m oves th e  tr e b le  on e p la c e  b a c k w a r d  o r  ex ch a n g es  
t h e  tw o  in  C .O .

A d jo in in g  p la c e s  on a  p a ir  o f  n o w  c o u rsin g  b e lls  h a v e  th e  sam e 
e ffe c t as a  C .S . h a s  on co u rsin g  bells , v iz ., th e  p a ir  o f  b e lls  concerned  
e x c h a n g e  p la c e s  in  C .O . E x a m in e  th e  3.4 p la c e s  in  O x fo rd  T re b le  
B o b  w h en  th e  tr e b le  is  in  1.2 . T h e  C .O . is  ch a n g e d  fro m  246875312 
to  256875412, w h ich  p a ir  is  a g a in  re v e rse d  w hen tn e  tr e b le  is in  1.2  
dow n. S o  yo u  se e  tn e se  p la c e s  serv e  to  p r e v e n t re p e tit io n  o f  row s, 
b u t  h a v e  n o  e ffe c t  w h a tso e v e r  on th e  f ir s t  le a d  h e a d  o f O x fo rd  T re b le  
B o b . ^

C o u r t  S h u n ts  a n d  a d jo in in g  p la c e s  a r e  tw o  b e ll sh u n ts  b ec a u se  th e y  
a ffe ct tw o  b e lls  o n ly . W e  ca n  h a v e  th re $  b e ll sh u n ts  o p e ra tin g ' on 
th re e  b e lls  c o u rsin g  on e a n o th e r. T h e y  a r e  m ore  co m p lica ted  arid 
h a v e  m ore v a r ia t io n s  th a n  C .S . ’s. A  th r e e  b e ll s h u n t  d istu rb s  th e
C .O . o f  th r e e  co u rse  b e lls  in  e x a c t ly  th e  sa m e  w a y  a s  a bob does. 
F o r  th is  rea so n  I  c a ll  th e m  B o b  S h u n ts  o r  s h o r t ly  B . S . ’ s. A  B .S .

(C o n tin u e d  in  n e x t  co lum n .)

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .
M E E T I N G  A T  B E X L E Y .

T h e  L e w ish a m  D is tr ic t  o f  th e  K e n t  C o u n ty  A sso cia tio n  h e ld  a  v e r y  
su ccessfu l m e e tin g  a t  B e x le y  on  S a tu r d a y , A u g u s t  16th , a t  w h ich  20 
m em b ers a tte n d e d  fro m  C r a y fo r d , D a r tfo r d , E r ith , L e w ish a m , C hels- 
field , B a r n e h u r s t a n d  th e  lo c a l b an d.

T o u ch es  o f D o u b le  N o rw ich , T r e b le  B o b , P la in  B o b  a n d  S te d m a n  
on h a n d b ells  b e g u ile d  th e  a ll too  sh o rt tim e  a v a ila b le  fo r  p e rfo rm e rs  
a n d  lis te n e rs  a lik e . T h a t  som e w ere  lis te n e rs  o n ly  w a s  e n tir e ly  due 
to  th e  d iffid en ce o f  th e  fe w  p eop le  con cern ed , fo r  n e v e r  w e r e  exp o n en ts 
o f  a n  a r t  m ore e a g e r  to  in it ia te  th e  u n in fo rm e d  th a n  w e r e  M essrs. 
B a r n e tt , C ross, H o v e rd , A u d s le y  an d  th e ir  fe llow s.

S e rv ic e  w a s  h eld  in S t . M a r y ’s C h u rc h , a t  w h ich  th e  a sso cia tio n ’s 
fo rm  w a s u sed  an d  th e  R e v . A . D . T a lb o t (cu rate-in -ch arg e) o fficiated . 
M r. E . B a r n e tt  re a d  th e  lesson, a n d  th e  s in g in g  w a s  le d  b y  th e  
o rg a n is t, M r. S . C . G a r la n d .*  T h e  a d d ress w h ic h  th e  co n g re g a tio n  
fo u n d  v e r y  in te r e s tin g  an d  en co u ra g in g , in c lu d ed  an  a p o lo g y  fo r  th e  
V ic a r 's  a b se n c e  a n d  a w a rm  w elco m e to  B e x le y . A  co llectio n  w a s  
m ad e fo r  th e  C h u rc h  E xp en ses F u n d .

A ft e r  serv ice , a  p le a s a n t m ea l w a s  d e sp a tc h e d  ( a t  th e  C ra y s id e  C a fe) 
to  a h a p p y  ac co m p a n im en t o f  a n ec d o te  a n d  rem in iscen ce. P re ssu re  
o f o th e r a u tie s  n e ce ss ita te d  th e  d e p a rtu re  o f th e  c u r a te  w h en  te a  w a s  
o ver.

T h e  bu sin ess m e e tin g  w a s h eld  in  th e  C h u rch  I n s t itu te , *Mr. J .  E . 
B a ile y  (D a r tfo rd )  b e in g  e le c te d  to  th e  ch a ir .

R e fe re n c e  in  th e  m in u tes  o f  th e  la s t m e e tin g  to  M r. G . H . L o v e lo ck , 
o f  S t .  M a ry  C r a y , s in ce d ecea sed , led  M r. E . B a r n e t t  to  p a y  a tr ib u te  
to  his m e m o ry ; also  to  th e  la t e  M r. E . F . P ik e , o f  C ro fto n  P a r k , 
an u n a tta c h e d  m em b er o f th e  asso ciation . T h e  m e e tin g  sign ified  its  
rjtepect fo r  th ese  g e n tle m e n ’s m em o ry  in  th e  tim e-h o n ou red  m an n er.

“ Ir . D en n is  S h e p p a rd , B e x le y , w a s  e le c te d  a m em b er o f  th e  associa­
tion.

I t  w a s  reso lved  to  lio jd  th e  a n n u a l d is tr ic t  m e e tin g  in  O cto b er a t  
C h is le h u rst i f  a r ra n g e m e n ts  ca n  b e  m a d e . C r a y fo r d  w a s  chosen  as 
th e  a lte rn a tiv e .

M r . 'E . B a r n e tt  g a v e  a  re p o r t  o f tr a n sa c tio n s  a t  th e  co m m itte e  m e e t­
in g  p re ce d in g  th e  g en era l m e e tin g  a t  G ra v e se n d  la s t  J u ly .

T h e -m e e tin g  w a s  in fo rm e d  t h a t  M r. I s a a c  E m e ry , o f  B r o m le y , w a s 
u n d e rg o in g  s u rg ic a l tr e a tm e n t in  h o sp ita l, a n d  w a s  g r e a t ly  a p p re ­
c ia t iv e  o f  th e  s y m p a th y  a n d  in te r e s t  o f  h is  jn a n y  r in g in g  frien d s, 
exem p lified  b y  th e  re c e n t v is it  p a id  to  h im  b y  M r. E . B a r n e tt .

T h e  d is tr ic t  s e c r e ta r y  w a s  in s tru c te d  to  w r ite  to  M r. E m e r y  a n d  
c o n v e y  th e  m e e tin g ’s good  w ish es an d  so lic itu d e .

T h e  d is tr ic t  re p re s e n ta tiv e s  an d  s e c r e ta r y , g ra tifie d  a t  th e  success­
fu l r e s u lt  o f  th e ir  a p p lic a tio n  to  M r. H old en  to  a r ra n g e  th e  m e e tin g , 
to o k  g r e a t  ^pleasure in  m o v in g  a v o te  o f th a n k s  fo r  a ll t h a t  he h ad  
d one, an  a p p re cia tio n  en d orsed  in  no u n c e r ta in  m a n n e r b y  a l l  p re se n t.

F u r th e r  h a n d b e ll r in g in g  fo llo w ed , b r in g in g  to  an  en d  a su ccessfu l 
a fte rn o o n  a n d  ev en in g .__________

L O N D O N  S U R P R IS E  M A J O R .
(C o n tin u ed  fro m  p re v io u s  co lum n .) 

is m a d e  b y  th e  firs t  c*f th re e  c o u rsin g  b e lls  m a k in g  a  p la c e , w h ich  
causes i t  to  cross th e  o th e r  tw o , a s  soon a s  th is  occu rs a n o th e r  p la c e  
is m ad$ an d  th e  p la c e m a k in g  b e ll cou rses a f t e r  its  tw o  com p an ion s 
in ste a d  o f  b e fo re . In  a  C .S . th e  p la c e m a k in g  b e ll crosses one b e ll 
and  in  a  B .S . i t  crosses tw o  b e lls , so t h a t  i f  w h en  4.6.8 a r e  co u rsin g  
to g e th e r  a n d  4 m ak es  a  B .S . w ith  6.8, th e  C .O . w ill b e  ch a n g e d  to  
684, or i f  th e  o th e r  b e lls  a r e  re p re se n te d  b y  0 ’s, th e  C .O . is  ch a n g ed  
fro m  04680000 to  06840000, a l l th e  o th e r  b e lls  b e in g  u n d is tu rb e d  in  C .O .

B .S . m a y  b e  m a d e  e ith e r  in te r n a lly  
sk e le to n  d ia g ra m s

o r  e x te r n a lly as  exem p lified  in  th e

r A B C D
00001068 00004068 40608000- 00040608
00040608 00040608 46080000 00004068
00046080 00406080 64800000 00000486
00064800 00460800 68400000’ 00000468
00608300 00648000 86400000 00004086
06080400 06084000 .84600000 00040806
60804000 60804000 48060000 00408060

(T o  b e  co n tin u ed .)

Have ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ sent to your ringing 
friends abroad; 4s. 4d. per quarter from ‘ The 
Ringing W o rld ’ Office, Lower Pyrford Road 
Woking.

TOWER CLOCKS
W eight D riven  o r  E le ctr ic , b y  the 
W O R L D S  O L D E S T  M A K E R S  
ESTABLISHED OVER 300 YEARS 
Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

J. B. JOYCE a? CO. LTD.*
W H IT C H U R C H ,  S A L O P .

9 e  have experts visiting all parts of the British Isles, and shall be pleased 
to carry oat restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tower Clock
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T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
YORKSH IRE SURPRISE.

Of all the new methods which have been practised dur­
ing the last twenty-five years, Yorkshire Surprise seems 
to have the best chance of making a secure position 
among the select group of the Standard Methods, and 
when everything is taken into consideration, no other 
seems to have such good claims to the honour. It is 
interesting and fairly easy to ring; it can produce good 
music; it has an extensive range of peal compositions; 
it lies in the direct line of development in method ring­
ing taken by the Exercise throughout the ages; it ex­
tends perfectly, so that it can be rung on ten and twelve 
bells by the same rules as on eight; and it has a first- 
class name.

Yorkshire t Pudsey 5
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
2 1 4 3 6 5 8 7 2 1 4 3 '6 5 8 7
1 2 4 6 3 8 5 7 1 2 3 4 6 8 5 7
2 1 6 4 8 3 7 5 2 1 4 3 8 6 7 5

2 6 1 4 3 8 5 7 2 4 1 8 3 6 5 /
6 2 4 1 8 3 / 5 4 2 8 1 6 3 7 5
2 6 1 4 8 7 3 5 4 2 1 8 3 6 5 7
6 2 4 1 7 8 5 3 2 4 8 1 6 3 7 5

6 4 2 7 1 8 3 5 4 2 8 6 1 7 3 5
4 6 7 2 8 1 5 3 2 4 6 8 7 1 5 3
4 6 2 7 1 8 3 5 2 6 4 8 1 7 3 5
6 4 7 2 8 1 5 3 6 2 8 4 7 1 5 3

4 6 7 8 2 S 1 3' 2 6 4 8 7 5 1 3
6 4 8 7 5 2 3 1 6 2 8 4 5 7 3 1
6 8 4 7 2 5 1 3 6 8 2 5 4 7 1 3
8 6 7 4 5 2 3 1 8 6 5 2 7 4 3 1

6 8 4 7 2 5 3 1 6 8 2 5 4 17/ 3 1
8 6 7 4 5 2 1 3 8 6 5 2 7 4 1 3
8 7 6 4 2 5 3 1 8 5 6 7 2 4 3 i
7 8 4 6 5 2 1 3 5 8 7 6 4 2 1 3

8 7 4 5 6 1 2 3 8 5 6 7 4 1 2 3
7 8 5 4 1 6 3 2 5 8 7 6 1 4 3 2
7 8 4 5 6 1 2 3 5 7 8 6 4 1 2 3
8 7 5 4 1 6 3 2 7 5 6 8 1 4 3 2

8 5 7 1 4 6 2 3 5 7 6 1 8 3 4 2
5 8 1 7 6 4 3 2 7 5 1 6 3 8 2 4
8 5 7 1 6 3 4 2 ' 7 5 6 1 8 3 4 2
5 8 1 7 3 6 2 4 • 5 7 1 6 3 8 2 4

S 1 8 7 6 3 4 2 S 1 7 3 6 8 4 2
1 5 7 8 3 6 2 4 r 5 3 7 8 6 2 4
5 1 7 3 8 2 6 4 5 1 7 3 8 2 6 4
1 5 3 7 2 8 4 6 1 5 3 7 2 8 4 6

1 5 7 3 8 2 6 4 1 5 7 3 8 2 6 4
Last week we gave an explanation of the construction 

of* the Cambridge group of methods. W e  said that 
Yorkshire is produced by the Cambridge Major triangle 
of plages above the treble, and the Cambridge Minor tri­
angle of places below the treble; and Pudsey is produced 
by the Cambridge Minor triangle of places above the 
treble, and the Cambridge Major triangle of places below 
the treble. If the reader will mark with a pen the places

in the above two leads, this point will be quite clear to 
him. <

A fortnight ago we described the general plan ' on 
which Cambridge is based, and which enables it to ex­
tend so well. Yorkshire is based on the same general 
plan, but with the exception that while the bell coursing 
behind the treble as it goes up, and the bell coursing in 
front of the treble as it goes down, have an ordinary 
Treble Bob hunting which is strictly parallel to that of 
the treble, the other bells have a Treble Bob hunting 
which, as in Cambridge, dodges when the treble hunts, 
and hunts when the treble dodges (see illustration in 
‘ The Ringing World ’■ for August 22nd., page 406).

The means whereby these two huntings are recon­
ciled are the same ^s in Cambridge. The bells, as they 
meet the treble, pass it either by place-making or by run- 
throughs; but in Yorkshire, as there are two bells to 
pass, half the place-making is followed by a run-through 
of half the length of the Cambridge run-through, and a 
half run-through is followed by half the Cambridge 
places'.

The man who practises Yorkshire will almost certainly 
be familiar with Cambridge, and ,he will do well to ring 
the former as a variation of the latter by adapting its 
rules.

Above the treble the work of Yorkshire is pure Cam­
bridge. As you hunt down and meet the treble the 
guiding rule is the same as in that method. If you meet 
the treble before you have dodged, you omit the dodge. 
If you meet the treble after you have dodged, you make 
places. After having passed the treble by a run-through 
you do not omit the next dodging position, but make 
half a set of places to enable you to pass the bell cours­
ing after the treble, and, if you have passed the treble 
after a half set of Cambridge places, you pass the next 
bell with a run-through.

Similarly, when going up you run-through or make 
places accordingly as you meet the bclj coursing in front 
of the treble.' If you pass that bell by place-making, you 
run-through the treble"; and if you pass the first bell by 
a run-through, you pass the treble by place-making.

To take the work of a bell in detail. When you are 
the bell wh'ich courses down in front of the treble you do 
ordinary Treble Bob hunting down and up, except that 
you make second’s place over the treble when it is lead­
ing full. When you ge^ up into 5-6 you do a three-pull 
dodge there before passing the treble into 7-8. You are 
now in the position of the ‘ intermediate bell ’ of Cam­
bridge, and you do a double and a single dodge behind. 
You hunt down, and as you meet the treble in 3-4 before 
you have dodged, you run past it to the lead. There you 
do what is the equivalent of half the Treble Work Be­
fore of Cambridge; only you do it, not with the treble, 
but with the bell next it in coursing order. It consists 
of a dodge in 1-2 down, a whole pull on the front and 
second’s place, followed by full Treble Bob work on the 
front.

When you get into 3-4, you omit the dodge and go up 
into 5-6, where you dodge with the treble, do the second 
half of the Cambridge places, and go to 7-8.

You are now ringing Cambridge Major again and on 
your way down, after dodging in 7-8, you meet the treble 
before you have dodged irf 5-6. You therefore omit the 
dodge, pass the treble and go to 3-4, where you dodge, 

(Continaed on next page.)
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N O T IC E S .
NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN 

MONDAY.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— A meeting 
will be held in the belfry of Southover, Lewes, on Satur­
day, Sept. 6th. Tower open 3 p.m. Six tower bells 
available for silent ringing.— S. E. Armstrong, Hon. 
Div. Sec. *

O XFO RD  DIOCESAN GUILD. —  North Bucks 
Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Newport 
Pagnell on Saturday, Sept. 6th. Handbells 3 p.m. Ser­
vice 3.30. Tea and meeting in Church House. All 
ringers welcome. —  R. H. Howson, Hon. Sec., 19, 
Greenfield Road, Newport Pagnell, Bletchley.

« KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. —  Tonbridge Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Sevenoaks on Saturday, 
Sept. 6th. Service at 4 p.m. Tea if possible is being 
arranged. Subscriptions can be paid at this meeting.—  
T. Saunders, Peckham Bush, Paddock Wood.

BATH AND W ELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 
— Chew Deanery Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be 
held at Yatton on Saturday, Sept. 6th. Bells (with silent 
apparatus) available 3 o ’clock. Divine service 4.30 p.m. 
Tea and business meeting 5 o’clock. —  Percy G. Yeo, 
Horn Sec., Lonig Ashton.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— The deferred an­
nual general meeting will be held at Cambridge, Sat., 
Sept. 6th. Ringing on Seage apparatus at Great Si. 
Mary’s from 3 p.m. Please come, if possible, to elect a 
general secretary. I am unable to carry on.— K. Willers, 
Sweetbriars, 'Trumpington, Cambridge.

W IN C H ESTER  AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN  
GUILD.— The annual general meeting will be held at 
Winchester on Saturday, September 6th. Central com­
mittee meet at 2 p.m. General meeting 3 p.m., followed 
by tea (all at Dumper’s Restaurant, High Street). Ser­
vice in Cathedral 5.15, followed by handbell ringing. 
All ringers welcome.— F. W . Rogers, Hon. Gen. Sec., 
183, Chatsworth Avenue, Cosham, Hants.

SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAF­
FORD.— Next meeting will be held at Codsall, on Satur­
day, September 13th. Meet in the belfry at 3 o’clock for 
handbell practice. Service in church at 4.45, with address 
by the Vicar. Cups of tea will be provided in the Parish 
Hall at 5.30. Bring your own victuals and sugar. Buses 
leave Queen Square, Wolverhampton, at* 2 p.m. and 
every 20 minutes.— H. Knight.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, Sept. 13th, 
at the Bell Foundry, 32-34, Whitechapel Road, E .i ,  
at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey. •

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. —  Burton 
District.— The next meeting of tfiis district will be held 
at Newhall on Saturday, Sept. 1 3th. Handbells in tower 
at 3.30. Service at 4.15 p.m. Tea at 5 p.m. A full tea 
M AY be provided, at a moderate cost, but please take 
own sugar. Everyone cordially invited.— J. W . Cotton, 
Overseal, Burton-on-Trent.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Rochdale Branch. 
— Next meeting to be held at St. James’ Church, Miln- 
row, on Saturday, Sept. 13th. Tower and handbells will 
be available from 3 p.m. A good attendasbe requested. 
— Ivan Kay, Hon. Branch Sec.

SOCIETY OF ROYAL CUMBERLAND YOUTHS. 
— The annual general meeting will be held on September 
13th at 4 p.m. in the Vestry Hall at St. Martin-in-the- 
Fields. No provision for tea is being made this yekr. It 
is hoped as many members as possible wilk attend, as the 
new Vicar has promised to be present. Handbells will 
be available after completion of business.— G. W . Steere, 
Hon. Sec.

SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Meeting at Coal- 
brookdale, Saturday, September 13th. Tower bells (silent) 
and handbells. Bring sandwiches.—W. A. Farmer, Hon. 
Sec.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Cawthorne on Saturday, Sept. 
13th. Handbells available in Parish Room 3 p.m. Tea 
at 5 p.m. Those requiring tea must notify Mr. H. 
Rusby, Hill Top, Cawthorne, near Barnsley, not later 
than Sept. 10th. All are welcome.— D. Smith, Hon. 
Sec., 28, Chapel Street, Shafton, near Barnsley.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Chertsey Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be field at Chertsey on Saturday, 
Sept. 20th. Handbells from 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Tea in the Churchroom 5 p.m. Tea can be provided on 
receipt of a p.c. by Tuesday, Sept. 16th. The larger the 
attendance the more the officers will be pleased.— F. E. 
Hawthorne, Hon. Sec., 39, Queen’s Road, Thames 
Ditton.

YORKSH IRE A SSO C IA T IO N .— Western Division. 
— The quarterly meeting of the Western Division will be 
held at Heptonstall on Saturday, Sept. 20th. Hand­
bells will be available during the afternoon and evening, 
and a tea will be arranged. Further particulars see later 
announcement.— F. Rayment, Bramley.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Guils- 
borough Branch. —  A meeting will be held at Long 
Buckby on Saturday, Sept. 20th. Bells (5) will be rung 
silent. Tea provided for those who notify me by Sept. 
16th.— C. Green, Hon. Sec., Murcatt, Long Buckby.

NO RW ICH  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— A meet­
ing will be held at Diss on Saturday, September 27th. 
Towfer bells (silent), if possible, 2.15 p.m. Service 4 p.m. 
Tea at the Coffee Tavern 4.45 p.m. Please note change 
of date of meeting. Please write Albert G. Harrison, 10, 
Mount Pleasant, Diss, about numbers for tea.— Rev. A. 
G. G. Thurlow, Gen. Sec., ge, The Close, Norwich.

S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
(Continued from  previous page.)

make third’s and fourth’s places, dodge again, and go 
to the front.

On the front you dodge before leading, but «mit the 
dodge after, and go up to 3-4, where you dodge with the 
treble and do the second half of Cambridge Places, after 
which you hunt up to treble work behind exactly as in 
Cambridge.

The second half of the work is the same as the first, 
but in reverse order, the Turning Places of the method 
being seconds over the treble when it is leading, and 
sevenths under the treble when it is lying behind. The 
order of the work is 3-4 places down, lead and dodge, 
3-4 places up, omit 5-6 dodge, 5-6 places down, omit 3-4, 
long front work, omit 3-4, single and double behind, 
three-pull dodge in 5-6, treble work before.

To follow these rules it is well to examine the figures 
given above and to draw a skeleton course of the method.
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  F R E E §  1 

' f r o m  t h e  1 

R w r. E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D av owt r y
d.

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble
Dominated Methods) ' ....................................................... 9

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and
Double Oxford B o b ) .........................................................................

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section H I. (Double Norwich) ... 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ........... ................... 1
REPO RT OF CONFERENCE W IT H  S .P .A .B ............... ...........
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN  THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ............................................................... . ..........................
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ...........

Cambridge Surprise M ajor ..................
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court
Bristol Surprise M ajor ..........................

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ..................
VAR IATIO N  AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................... 1
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New 

Sditioa) ... ..........................  .........................................................  2

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

1 BOPE-SIQHT,’ Is. lO d.; ninth edition ; ISO pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

'G R A N D S IR E ,’ 2s. lOd. ■ second edition; 804 pages, commencing on 
fire belle, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

'ST A N D A R D  M ETHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,' 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
en 5 to 11 bells, with touohes and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’  Is. lO d .; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
• SURPRISE METHODS.1 2s. lGd. A  book by the late Rev. 0 . D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F .R .A .S. Contains a tabulated list o f  peals, 10 
diagsam a, 126 pages.

All poet free, on teoeipt o f postal order, from  
M i s a  M A R G A R E T  E, SN O W D O N  
W o o d la n d * , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s t o n ,  L a n c s

P U B L IC A T IO N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6£d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price aad 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7jd . each, 
6s. 9d. Vozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POW ELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from  the first handling 
o f a  bell to  the ringing and conducting o f  peals o f Graadsire, 
S te d m a n , Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bod.

Large selection o f Compositions included.
Met:—  Complete edition, to B bells, cloth, 120pp., 279 
(• otp»«s for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper o o v e n , 64pp., 

1/2  (8 copies for  6 /- ) .  '
O M a ln a b ls  o n lv  p o st fre e  fr o m  Rev.' E. S . POWELL, 

■ r s w f t f w  V to s r s ts , n s s r  D a v sn tfy .

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLR0PE8*
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
E st. 1 8 2 0 Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) L td .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O rn «r  y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rices  in o rease , 
p re -w a r  q u ality , and send us y o u r  old Bell Ropee  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst n o t in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND in Solid Silver

Diameter 2jin  2Jin, SJln. 31in, 4in. 4iin. sin. 5Kn 
Price 18/S  2 2 /e  2 8 /e  3 3 /6  4 2 /-  5 2 /6  S7/S  78/8

The bin. size is also made to hold 60 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E . R U S S E L L  and Optioian

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers ofjjmany famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  & S on s, M idland Olook W ork s, 

D erby, Ltd.
H ead Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Dertoy
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 S 6 9  Grains. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the W oodbridge Pri 
rd, and Published "  ~  ^  ~  „

B nildinfi, L on d on , B
ford, and Published b j  the Rods House Publishing Co., Ltd.,

Ltd., GviU-
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GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON L td-
CROYDON

Founders of the 
H E A V IE S T  B ELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE

in
C A N A D A  

S. A F R I C A  
N E W  Z E A L A N D

♦
Telephone 

Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

T H E  W IN C H E S T E R  G U IL D 'S  D E C IS IO N
In the area of the Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan 

Guild it has been thought desirable to suspend all activi­
ties while the ban on the ringing of church bells lasts 
and the danger of air-raids remains.. The organisation of 
the Guild will, of course, remain in being, and there is 
to be an annual meeting called next year. The decision 
was arrived at by the members at the general meeting 
last Saturday, although the resolution only formally re­
cognised what had actually been the state of affairs for 
a year or more. At first sight it seems a pity that the 
Guild which covers so wide an area should decide upon 
what looks like a policy of surrender to conditions which 
other associations are cheerfully endeavouring to over­
come. Admittedly the season is now approaching, with 
long nights and early black-out, when there is little possi­
bility of holding meetings, but we believe this is the first 
instance of an association officially abandoning all ac­
tivity and putting up the shutters so completely.

Some excuse may be found for the Guild, apart from 
the loss of members which it shares in common with all 
other ringing organisations. Part of the area the Guild 
covers is one of the most vulnerable in the country, and 
the centre of its past activities has been in that strip of 
Hampshire which has suffered most at enemy hands. 
The risks of holding a gathering in that part of the county 
are therefore greater than in some other places, and win­
ter meetings may be considered impossible. On the other 
hand, in the territory farther removed from the sea, en­
thusiasm has long been less marked, and cannot, we sup­
pose, be expected to rise to fresh heights wh*en there are 
no bells to ring. Between risks in one part ancf indiffer­
ence in the other, the Guild has decided there is little hope 
of carrying on, and it is going into hibernation until, some 
time next year, the members will be asked to come to­
gether again to transact the- business of the annual meet­
ing required by the rules.’

So completely are the Guild activities to be put aside 
that not only is there to be no annual report or balance 
sheet printed until after the war, but the rule requiring 
the payment of subscriptions by December 31st is to be 
suspended. This, of course, will keep the names on the 
roll, and a Guild with funds of over £ 2 0 0  and few, if any, 
expenses, can be expected to carry on in name for a long 
time, but on the face of it the whole policy looks very 
much like a defeatist attitude. And yet there are indica­
tions that the Guild still has life. An attendance of sixty, 
drawn from a wide area, at last 'week’s meeting shows 
that the Guild is by no means dead, and that, in all prob­
ability, a few optimists might keep the spark of life in 

(C o n tin u e d  on  p a g e  434.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833). ;

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most important Clocks 

in the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

‘ THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
Bankfie ld  Te rra c e , B urley, Leeds.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e , 

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , She'ffleld.

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
|\ Supplied as 5tud for Buttonhole,
|] 1 Brooch or Pendant

( Wi t h name o f  your A ssociation engraved 
—as Illustration, 

get. H A L L  M AR K E D  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M A R K E D  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G IL T  O R W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/- 

^  Names or Presentation Inscriptions oan
/jffiy be engraved on the reverse 9ide at a
I Ha Jm  {JO  small extra charge.

GEO. STACEV, S l, V HD
e  d a d v  s t  u i i i B u c s n  s o u e p s e t

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn hoar to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
•METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from * The Ringing World ’ Office, 
.LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINCJ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope arCd Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BEPMQNDSEY and PECKHAM.

M a k er to  S t . P a u l ’s  C a th e d ra l, W e stm in ste r  A b b e y , Im p e r ia l In s t i­
tu te , C a n te r b u r y , E d in b u rg h , S t . A lb a n s , L inooln , D u rh a m , P e t e r ­
bo ro u gh , M elb o u rn e  (A u stra lia ) , R o c h e ste r , D u b lin , S t .  P a t r ic k ’s, 

M a n ch ester, D u r b a n  a n d  W o rc e s te r  C a th e d ra l* , e tc ., e tc .

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

being, but on last Saturday’s decision how will they 
answer if in days to come they are asked, 4 What did 
you do to keep the flag of ringing flying?’ At the 
moment the flag has been struck, and how long it will 
be before it goes up to the masthead again no one can 
say. It will not be yet, unless some miracle happens. 
In reply to a letter forwarded from the Doncaster and 
District Society the Minister of Home Security (Mr. Her­
bert Morrison) has said, ‘ Unfortunately the threat of in­
vasion remains, and as the circumstances are the same 
as a year ago when the Church Bell Order1 was made, I 
cannot recommend any amendment of th« Order.’

But one ray of hope stands out. The veteran Master 
of the Guild has set an example to other towers. Most 
of the older members of his band are dispersed, but he 
has gathered round him a group qf youngsters who meet 
Sunday by Sunday, ‘ bells or no bells, ’ and have a weekly 
handbell practice. That is the spirit to keep the art 
alive. North Stoneham is in the vulnerable part of the 
area, and if this sort of thing is possible there it ought 
to be possible elsewhere where the towers are left stand­
ing. The recommendations of the executive committee, 
which were accepted by last Saturday’s meeting, were 
passed last November, when the Battle of Britain had 
only just been fought, and the onslaught" on our coastal 
areas was at its height. The outlook then was different, 
and doubtless had its influence on the committee in com­
ing to their decision. It is true there are still risks, but 
i,t was a pity officially to discourage the maintenance of 
life in those areas where something might even in these 
days have been done to keep up the interest of the 
members. --------------

H A N D B E L L  P E A L S .
'  P R E S T O N , L A N C S .

T H E  L A N C A S H I R E  A S S O C IA T I O N .

Oh Sunday, August 31, 1941, in Two Hours and Forty Uinutu,
I n  thb B elfry  of tb k  P arish  C h urc b ,

A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, SIM CHANQES|
T e n o r size  15  in  C .

C y r il  C r o s s t h w a it b  . . .  1-2 I C . K e n n e t h  L e w is  .............  5-6
E d w a r d  C o w p b r t b w a it e  3-4 | E . R o g e r  M a r t in  .............  7-8
C o m p o s e d  b y  J. R .  P r it c b a r d . C o m p o s e d  b y  C y r il  C r o s s t h w a it b  

F ir s t  p e a l as co n d u c to r in  th e  m e th o d  a n d  ‘ in  h a n d ,’

S U R F L E E T , L I N C O L N S H I R E .

T H E  L I N C O L N  D I O C E S A N  G U I L D .

On Friday, September 5, 1941, in One H ow  and Fifty Minutes,
A t  G l y n  G a r t h ,

A P E A L  OF BOB M INOR, SMO CHAMOIS;
T e n o r size  13  in  E .

M r s . R . R ic h a r d s o n .............  1-2 | R u p e r t  R i c b a r d s o n .............. 3-4
C a d e t  A. J. B r ia n  W a y m a n  5-6 

C o n d u cte d  b y  R o p e r t  R ic h a r d s o n .
W itn esses : M iss E . M . R ich a rd so n  an d  M ies P a u lin e  L e y .

‘ S C R O O F
To th e E ditor.

■ D e a r  S ir ,— S c ro o f is a form , cu rre n t fro m  th e  16th to  tile  18tli 
ce n tu ries , b u t  now  p r a c t ic a l ly  o b so le te , o f  th e  w o rd  scru ff, w h ich  is 
its e lf  a n o th e r  form  o f scu rf. A c co rd in g  to  th e  d ic tio n a ry , on e m e a n ­
in g  o f  th is  la s t w o rd  is ‘ a c o n te m p tib le  p e rso n ,’ a n d  a n o th e r, ~but 
r a re r , m e a n in g  ' th e  scu m  o f th e  p o p u la tio n .’ ‘ S . ’

BELL ROPES
M A D E  F R O M  I T A L I A N  H E M P , O R  I T A L I A N  F L A X . 
S O F T  A N D  P L I A B L E  I N  H A N D . A L L  R O P E S  S E N T  

C A R R I A G E  P A I D  A N D  O N  A P P R O V A L .
Oheap Quotations. Established ISO yean . ’Phone 2QS.

DAVID MAXON. MPE WORM, GRANTHAM
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T H E  B A N  O N  C H U R C H  B E L L S .
LETTER FROM M INISTER OF HOME SECURITY. 

No Change Yet-
T h e  fo llo w in g  le t te r  w a s  sen t b y  M r. H e r b e r t  M orrison  (M in ister o f 

H om e S e c u r ity )  on A u g u st 6th  to  M r. E . W a lk e r , M .P . fo r  D o n c a s t e r : 
1 am  w r itin g  fu r th e r  in  r e p ly  to  y o u r ' le t te r  d a te d  th e  3 1 s t  u ltim o , 
w ith  w h ich  yo u  fo rw a rd e d  a  le t t e r  yo u  h a d  re c e iv e d  fro m  th e  se cre ­
ta r y  o f  th e  D o n c a ste r  D is tr ic t  S o c ie ty  o f C h a n g e  R in g e r s  a b o u t th e  
use o f ch u rch  b e lls  as a w a rn in g  o f en em y tro o p s  la n d in g  b y  a ir .

U n fo r tu n a te ly , th e  th r e a t  o f in vasio n  rem a in s, a n d  as  th e  c ircu m ­
sta n ce s  a r e  th e  sam e a s  a y e a r  a g o  w h en  th e  ch u rch  b e lls  o rd er w a s  
m ad e, I  c a n n o t recom m en d  a n y  a m e n d m e n t o f  th e  o rd e r.

T h e  siren s a r e  n o t c a p a b le  o f  m uch v a r ie t y  o f  s ig n a ls  an d  th e re  is 
a d a n g e r  t h a t  a  sp e c ia l s ig n a l m ig h t be m isu n d ersto od , b u t  th e  m ain  
o b je ctio n  to  th e ir  use fo r  th e  p u rp o se  fo r  w h ic h  ch u rch  b e lls  a re  now  
to  b e  u sed  is t h a t  s iren s  h ave  o n ly  b een  in s ta lle d  in  u rb a n  area s . 
T h e re  a r e  n one in  r u r a l d is tr ic ts  a n d  i t  is  in  r u r a l d is tr ic ts  th a t  en em y 
p a ra c h u tis ts  a r e  m ost lik e ly  to  b e  d ro p p ed .

A d m itte d ly  ch u rch es in  u rb a n  a r e a s  h a v e  su ffered  serio u sly  fro m  
e n e m y  a c tio n , b u t  i t  h as b een  in  th e  co u rse  o f an  in d iscr im in a te  
a t ta c k , a n d  <ipes jjo t  in d ic a te  t h a t  th e y  h a v e  becom e m ilit a r y  o b ­
je c tiv e s  b ec a u se  th e ir  b e lls  m ig h t b e  used  fo r g iv in g  a s ig n a l.

T h e  le t te r  w a s re a d  a t  a  m e e tin g  o f  th e  D o n c a ste r  a n d  D is tr ic t  
S o c ie ty , h eld  a t B a r n b y  D on  o n  S a tu r d a y  w eek .

T h e  a tte n d a n c e  w as v e r y  p oor an d  in  v ie w  o f th is  i t  w as d ecid ed  
to  h o ld  o v e r  th e  m e e tin g s  fo r th e  w in te r  m on th s.

T h e  co rresp o n den ce w ith  th e  lo cal M .P . d id  n o t ra is e  a n y  g r e a t  
h opes in  th e  h e a rts  o f  r in g e rs  o f  th e  li f t in g  o f  th e  b a n .

H a n d b e lls  w e re  p u t  to  go o d  use a n d  som e u s e fu l w o rk  w a s  clone on 
s ix  a n d  e ig h t b ells . R in g e r s  a tte n d e d  fro m  A r k s e y , D o n c a ste r , F e lk ir k  
an d  th e  lo c a l co m p a n y . '

D E A T H  OF F R E D E R I C K  W I L L I A M  D IX O N .
v A  P R O M I N E N T  Y O R K S H I R E  R I N G E R . **

Y o r k s h ir e  r in g e rs  h ave  le a r n t  w ith  r e g r e t  o f th e  p assin g  o f F re d e r ic k  
W illia m  D ix on , o f G u ise le y , on J u ly  15 th , in  h is 7 1 s t  y e a r , a r in g e r  
a n d  ch u rch m an  fo r  o ver f if t y  y e a rs .

H e  w a s  e sp e c ia lly  w ell k n o w n  in  th e  W e s t  R id in g  as a first-class 
co n d u cto r, a n d  h is a b ilit y  in th is  d ire c tio n  w a s a p p re c ia te d  b y  a ll w ho 
ra n g  p ea ls  w ith  h im , fo r  he w a s  v e r y  d efin ite  in  h is co n d u c tin g , b o th  
a s  re g a rd s  a c cu ra c y  a n d  s tr ik in g .

B o rn  a t  G u ise le y , h e  b e g a n  to  r in g  in 1887 at th e  a g e  o f 17 an d  
w a s  one o f th e  ea r lie s t m em b ers o f th e  Y o r k s h ir e  A sso cia tio n . H e 
ra n g  h is  firs t p e a l, on e o f  K e n t  T re b le  B o b  M a jo r , in  1889. H is  to ta l 
n u m b er o f  p ea ls  w a s  u p w a rd s  o f 200, o f w h ich  he co n d u cted  a b o u t 130. 
T h e y  in c lu d ed  K e n t  a n d  O x fo rd  T r e b le  B o b  M a jo r  a n d  R o y a l, G r a n d ­
sire , B o b  M a jo r  (in c lu d in g  one o f 10,400), S te d m a n  T r ip le s  a n d  C a te rs , 
Lon don  a n d  S u p e r la tiv e  S u rp rise , D o u b le  N o rw ich  L i t t le  B o b  M a jo r  
a n d  R o y a l, an d  se ve ra l h a n d b e ll p ea ls , on e o f  w h ic h  w a s  th e  first p eal 
o f  O x fo rd  T re b le  B o b  M a jo r  ru n g  b y  th e  Y o r k s h ir e  A sso ciation .

H e w’a s  a  to w e r o f s tr e n g th  to  his fe llo w  r in g e rs  a t  G u is e le y  d u rin g  
th e  whol3 o f  h is  r in g in g  ca re e r  a n d  h is  p la c e  w ill be very h a rd  to fill, 
fo r  his w h ole  h e a rt w a s in  h is  r in g in g  an d  ch u rch m a n sh ip  at the 
P a ris h  C h u rc h , w h e re  h e  w a s an  h o n o ra ry  sid esm an .

T h e  fu n e ra l s e rv ic e  w a s  a t  th e  ch u rch  w h ere  he h ad  w o rsh ip p ed  
a ll h is life  a n d  w a s  c o n d u c te d  b y  th e  R e c to r  a n d  C a n o n  M a rsh a ll, 
p re sid e n t o f  th e  Y o r k s h ir e  A sso cia tio n . A  p la in  cou rse  o f B o b  M a jo r  
w as r u n g  on h a n d b ells  b y  J . A m b le r , P . J .  Joh n son , J . M cG len n  and 
T . M . T h o m so n  (th e  la t t e r  h a v in g  been  a sso ciated  w ith  him  as a r in g e r  
fo r  o v e r  f i f t y  ye a rs).

M a n y  r in g e rs  w ere  p re se n t a t  th e  service,, in c lu d in g  a la rg e  n u m b er 
o f o ld  fr ie n d s  a n d  m em b ers o f th e  Y o r k s h ir e  A sso ciation  E x e cu tiv e  
C o m m itte e  to  p a y  th e ir  re sp e ct to  a  d e p a rte d  fr ie n d  a n d  r in g e r. 
C a n o n  M a rsh a ll g a v e  a  sh ort a d d ress a n d  p a id  tr ib u te  to  F re d e r ic k  
W illia m  D ix o n ’s r e p u ta tio n  b y  d e c la r in g  him  tr u ly  a m an  o f  s te r lin g  
c h a ra c te r

T H E  L A T E  M R  A R T H U R  P A N T H E R .
L I S T  O F  H I S  P E A L S .

T h e  la te  M r. A r th u r  P a n th e r , o f  W a th -o n -D e a rn e , r a n g  in  a l l 145 
p ea ls , o f  w h ich  he co n d u cted  26. T h ir t y - e ig h t  w ere  on e ig h t b e lls  as 
fo llo w s: C a m b r id g e  S u r p r ise  M a jo r  R u t la n d  1, Y o r k s h ir e  3, K il la -  
m arsh  1 , S u p e r la t iv e  1, T re b le  B o b  14, S p lic e d  T r e b le  B o b  3, D o u b le  
N o rw ich  9, P la in  B o b  3, G ra n d sire  T r ip le s  1 . H is  s ix -b ell p e a ls  in ­
clu d ed  on e in  each  o f  14, 16 an d  35 S p lic e d  m e th o d s : tw o  o f  20 Sp liced  
m e th o d s; o n e  o f e a c h  10 a n d  15 S u r p r is e  E x te n ts , a n d  9 an d  10 
T r e b le  B o b  E x te n ts ;  fifte e n  in 7 S u r p rise  E x te n ts ;  e ig h ty -tw o  in  7 
m eth o d s; a n d  one in  3 m eth od s. O n e h u n d re d  a n d  fo r ty -tw o  w ere  
ru n g  fo r  th e  Y o rk s h ire  A sso cia tio n , on e fo r  th e  B a r n s le y  D is tr ic t , one 
fo r  th e  G u ild fo rd  a n d  one fo r  th e  M id d lesex  A sso ciation s.

T h e  m ost o u ts ta n d in g  p eals  a r e  th e  10 an d  15 S u r p r is e  M in or E x te n ts , 
th e  spliced  p ea ls  ra n g in g  from  14 to  35 m eth od s, and  th e  non-conducted  
p e a l o f  M in or in  seven  T r e b le  B o b  m eth ods.

T H E  O L D E S T  C U M B E R L A N D .
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— M y C u m b e rla n d  ce rtific a te  s ta te s  t h a t  I w a s  ‘ d u ly  e lected  
' a m em b er o f th is  so c ie ty  on th e  1 s t  d a y  o f  N o ve m b e r, 1878.’

H e n le y , Ip sw ich . W I L L I A M  C . P E A R S O N -

T H E  Y O R K S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N
CANON SO L LO W A Y ’S DEPARTURE  

FROM  S E L B Y .
President’s Tribute.

T h e  q u a r te r ly  m e e tin g  o f th e  E a ste rn  D is tr ic t  o f th e  Y o rk s h ire  
A sso cia tio n  Was h eld  a t  S e lb y  on S a tu r d a y , A u g u s t  30th, an d  w a s  
a t te n d e d  b y  o v e r  20 r in g e rs  fro m  B r a d fo rd , C a m p sa ll, H e a d in g le y  (S t. 
C h a d ’s), H essle , H ow d en , P u d se y , S h e rb u rn -in -E lm e t, Y o r k  an d  th e  
lo cal co m p a n y.

D u rin g  th e  a fte rn o o n  th e  V ic a r , th e  R e v . C a n o n  S o llo w a y , D .D ., 
a c te d  as g u id e  to th e  p a r t y  on a to u r  o f th e  A b b e y , a n d  la te r  co n ­
d u cte d  sh o rte n e d  even so n g, a t  w h ich  th e  s in g in g  w a s  led  b y  th e  
ch o irb oys.

A f t e r  tea. th e  bu sin ess m e e tin g  w as h eld  in  th e  S a c r is ty , o v e r  w h ich  
th e  p re s id e n t o f  th e  asso cia tio n , th e  R e v . C a n o n  C . C . M a rsh a ll, p r e ­
sid ed . I t  w a s  d ecided  no* to  h o ld  th e  D ecem b er m e e tin g  o w in g  to 
th e  ‘ b la c k -o u t,’ an d  th e  d a te  a n d  p la c e  o f  th e  n e x t a n n u a l m eetin g  
w a s  le f t  to  th e  s e c r e ta r y  to  a r ra n g e .

T h e  p rin c ip a l ite m  on th e  a g e n d a  w a s  a v o te  o f  th a n k s  to  th e  V ic a r  
o f S e lb y  (C anon  S o llo w a y ) fo r  his m a n y  k in d n esses to  th e  association  
d u rin g  his 31 y e a r s ’ s ta y  a t  S e lb y . H e  is  r e t ir in g  a t  th e  end o f S e p ­
te m b e r a n d  is g o in g  to  liv e  a t  S c a rb o ro u g h , w h ere  he sp e n t som e few  
y e a r s  as  c u ra te  at S t .  M a r y ’s C h u rc h  in  th e  e a r ly  d a y s  o f liis  m in is try .

C a n o n  M a rsh a ll, in  p rop o sin g  th e  reso lu tio n , sa id  how so rry  th e y  
a ll fe lt  a t  th e  im p e n d in g  r e t ire m e n t o f  C a n o n  S o llo w a y , w ho had 
a lw a y s  b een  so c o n sid e ra te  o f th e ir  w e lfa r e  w h en ev er th e y  v isited  
S e lb y . B e llr in g e r s  desired  a n d  lo o k ed  fo r th e  h e lp  an d  sy m p a th y  o f 
th e  c le rg y , w ho h a d  b e lls  u n d er th e ir  ch a rg e , a n d  one th in g  w a s  c e r­
ta in , th e y  a lw a y s  g o t i t  in  con n ection  w ith  C anon  S o llo w a y . T h e  S ^ lby 
r in g e rs  k n ew  th a t  w a s  th e  case, an d  t h a t  he a lw a y s  looked  upon 
r in g e rs  as a  rea l p a r t  o f ch u rch  life . A s  a n  asso ciation , th e y  a lw a y s  
k n e w  th a t  w h en ev er th e y  w a n te d  an y o n e  to  h elp  th em  th e y  h ad  on ly  
to  tu rn  to  C a n o n  S o llo w a y  a n d  he h ad  a lw a y s  been  m ost w illin g  to  
assist. T h a t  h a d  been  C anon  S o llo w a y ’s g r e a t  c h a r a c te r is tic  s in ce 
th e ir  a sso ciation  w ith  h im . H e ad d ed  t h a t  th e y  w o u ld  look  b a c k  
w ith  p le a su re  on th e  m a p v  occasions th e  C a n o n  h a d  k in d ly  co n d u cted  
p a rt ie s  rou n d  th e  A b b e y , a n d  how  he m ad e th e m  a p p re c ia te  n ot on ly  
th e  A b b e y , 4 b u t e v e ry  o th e r  g r e a t  ch u rch  th e y  v is ite d , b y  his m in u te  
e x a m in a tio n  an d  his e x p la n a tio n  o f th e  v a r y in g  s ty le s  o f a r c h ite c tu r e  
fro m  th e  N o rm a n  p erio d  to  th e  p re se n t d a y , o f w h ic h  th e  A b b e y  is so 
rich . C a n o n  M a rsh a ll con clu d ed  b y  w ish in g  C a n o n  S o llo w a y  m a n y  
y e a rs  o f  h a p p y  r e t ir e m e n t; th e y  w ere  s o r r y  to  p a r t  w ith  h im , but 
th e y  k n e w  he w ould  re ta in  his in te re st in th e  b e lls  a n d  o f th e  A b b e y  
w h e re  he h ad  sp en t so m a n y  y e a rs  as  V ic a r .

M r. F . C r v e r , th e  v ice-p resid en t, secon d ed  th e  v o te  o f  th a n k s , and  
said  he h ad  n e ve r h ad  a w ro n g  w ord  w ith  C a n o n  S o llo w a y  or w ith  
a n y  o f his th re e  p red ecessors d u rin g  th e  w h o le  o f  h is  r in g in g  c a re e r  at 
S e ib y , w h ic h  w e n t b a ck  n e a r ly  70 y e a rs . H e sa id  C a n o n  S o llo w a y  
cam e $o S e lb y  fro m  Y o r k  31 y e a r s  ag o  to  h ave  a re s t, a n d  he h a d  been  
w o rk in g  h a rd  e v e r  since he cam e. H e w a s so rry  C a n o n  S o llo w a y  
co u ld  n o t s ta y  a n o th e r  20 y e a rs  w ith  th em .

T h e  reso lu tion  w a s c a rr ie d  w ith  a p p la u se , an d , in  r e p ly , C anon 
S o llo w a y  s a id  how  g r a te fu l he w a s  fo r  th e ir  k in d  w o rd s. M a n y  o f th e  
th in g s  sa id  w ere  u n d eserved , b u t he h ad  a lw a y s  b een  k e e n ly  in te re ste d  
in  th e ir  w o rk , a n d  e v e r y th in g  th a t  h ad  p assed  b etw een  th e m  had 
been  p e r fe c t ly  a m ic a b le . H e o n ly  w ish ed  he could  h a v e  h e a rd  th e  
b e lls  a g a in  a t  th is  p a r t ic u la r  t im e  o f his life  r in g in g  as  th e y  usecl 
to  r in g . H e w a s n o t  g o in g  fa r  a w a y , an d  i f  h e  k n ew  a t  a n y  tim e 
w hen th e y  w ere  g o in g  to  r in g  a p e a l he w o u ld  t r y  a n d  com e o v e r  to 
h e a r  them  once a g a in . H e h ad  been  in  S e lb y  a lo n g  w h ile , he ad d ed , 
a n d  f e l t  th e  tim e h ad  com e w hen he sh ou ld  m a k e  room  fo r  a y o u n g e r  
m ail. H e th a n k e d  G o d  he w a s in go od  h e a lth  a n d  he w ish ed  th em  
e v e ry  su ccess in  th e ir  good  w o rk  a n d  h oped  th e y  w o u ld  soon b e  r in g in g  
th e  b e lls  a g a in  in honour o f  p eace  a n d  v icto ry .

H a n d b a ll r in g in g  to o k  p la c e  t ill  a f t e r  8 o ’c lo ck , w h en  an  e n jo y a b le  
m eetin g  te r m in a te d .

C A R T E R  R IN G IN G  M A C H IN E .
To the E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— In  re p ly  to  th e  e n q u iry  a s  to  th e  C a r te r  R in g in g  M a ch in e , 
I  am  g la d  to  s a y  t h a t  i t  is  k e p t  re a so n a b ly  secu re .

M r. W . S h a rm a n , one o f th e  tw o  d em o n stra to rs , tr ie d  th e  m ach in e 
e a r ly  th is  y e a r . U n fo r tu n a te ly , n e ith e r  m y  fe llo w  tr u ste e  (M r. A . A . 
H u gh es) nor m y se lf  cou ld  a t te n d  on th e  d a y  he w a s  th e re . M r. 
S h a rm a n  la te r  c a lle d  up on m e a n d  sa id  th a t  th e  m ach in e  w a s  b ro u g h t 
u p  fro m  th e  v a u lts  a n d  th a t he m ad e a s a t is fa c to r y  te st, w h ereu p o n  
he u n d ersto o d  t h a t  i t  w ou ld  b e  a g a in  p laced  in  s a fe ty . H e  ad d ed  
t h a t  p r a c tic a lly  a ll th e  o th e r e x h ib its  a p p e a r e d  to  h a v e  b een  lik ew ise  
rem oved .

I t  w ou ld  b e  in te r e s tin g  fo r us to  k n o w  a b o u t M r. W o o d h o u se ’s 
m ach in e  a n d  w h e th e r  it  is a lso  in  a fa i r lv  s a fe  p lace.

E . A L E X R . Y O U N G  (T ru s te e). 
s = ^ = = =  ■' .................... ■ —  —  ■' - r . -------- -■

L Y M E  R E G IS , D O R S E T .— On T h u rs d a y , A u g u s t 28th, a t  th e  
V ic a r a g e , 720 B o b  M in o r: H e n ry  G . K e e le y  1-2, R e v . C . C a re w  Cox 
3-4 (con d u ctor), M rs. C . W . P o w e ll 5-6. F irs t 720 on h a n d b ells  b y  a ll 
an d  ru n g  as  a com p lim en t to  M r. an d  M rs. C . W . P o w e ll fo r  th e  first 
a n n iv e rsa ry  o f  th e ir  w ed d in g .
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T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL .
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p a g e  425.)

POINTS FOR PEALS.
Apart from the duplication of the names of associa­

tions, there was another thing in the original Analysis 
which struck people as unfair. The only thing that 
counted was the number of peals; their quality went for 
nothing. One association might come out at the top 
whose performances consisted almost entirely of Grand­
sire Triples and Plain Bob or Treble Bob Major, while 
another association which rang London or Superlative 
Surprise and Stedman Cinques might be well down the 
table. It was ,felt that something ought to be done to 
correct such a state of affairs, and that led to the adop­
tion of points for peals.

I am not quite sure what was the ultimate origin of 
[joints for peals, but I believe it came out of a practice 
of the Sussex County Association. They had a scheme 
by which, whenever a peal was rung, so many points 
were allotted to each individual ringer and were credited 
to his home tqwer. For instance, if a peal of Treble 
Bob was rung at Steyning, and five of the band came 
from St. Peter’s, Brighton, two from Eastbourne, and 
one from Southover, Brighton would have ten points, 
Eastbourne four, and Southover two. The list of towers 
was given in the annual report with the aggregate num­
ber of points gained, and the one with the biggest num­
ber was. the champion for the year.

At the time, when comparatively few methods were 
rung, and in a county like Sussex, where there was n6 
ring of twelve bells and but one of ten, and no tenor 
above 25 cwt. in weight, the scheme worked quite well 
and fairly, and was a pretty good test of the peal-ringing 
capacity of the various companies. '

George F. Attree, who compiled the Analysis, was the 
secretary of the Sussex Association, and so, when it 
became clear that there was a call for some better plan 
than merely arranging the associations according to the 
number of the peals they had rung, it was only natural 
that he should adopt the scheme which had proved suc­
cessful ift his own association; and when the Analysis for 
1891 was published the number of points earned by each 
association was stated, though the names were still given 
according to the number of peals.

The schedule of points was as follows:— Triples in all 
plain methods, 1 point for each ringer. Major, in all 
plain methods, i i  points. Oxford and Kent Treble Bob 
and Forward, 2 points. Double Methods twice the num­
ber of points as the single of the same method. Duffield, 
3 points.' Stedman Triples, 4 points. Superlative, 5 
points. Cambridge 6 points. London, 8 points. Peals 
of Minor received from 1 to 6 points, according to the 
number of methods rung.

The positions of the various associatiohs in the table 
according to the number of points they had earned did 
not differ very much from the positions according to th^ 
number of peals rung.

As applied to the whole country the scheme was not 
so successful as when applied to Sussex only. People 
begap to point out what they thought were anomalies, 
the matter came before the Council at the Sheffield meet­
ing in 1895, and a committee was appointed to deal with 
the subject. It was a very strong committee and con­
sisted of Attree, Dr. Carpenter, Henry Dains, James W . 
Washbrook, John Carter, E. B. James and A. P. 
Heywood.
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In the discussion some people thought weight of metal 
and number of changes should be taken into account, 
and some asked why Cambridge should be rated so much 
highef than Superlative. William Wakley, speaking 
for the Burton men, said that if London were given 50 
points then Cambridge, Superlative, and New Cumberland 
were each worth 30 points. Attree’s opinion was that 
Cambridge is more difficult'than Superlative. It was 

.easier to get a band for the latter and men were safer 
in it than in the former.

In 1897 ,the Council adopted the following scheme. 
All plain methods, Triples, 7 ; Major, 8 ; Caters, 9 ;  
Royal, 10; Cinques, 11; Maximus, 12. All double 
methods, Double Norwich, Oxford Bob, Duffield, etc., 
Major 16, Royal 18, Maximus 20.- Stedman Triples, 24; 
Stedman Caters, 24 ; Stedman Cinques, 28. Treble 
Bob methods, Major, 12; Royal, 14; Maximus, 16. Lon" 
don Surprise Major, 50; Cambridge, 40; Superlative, 30.

These figures show the great respect people then had 
for Stedman Triples, which indeed was for the majority 
the height of a ringer’s ambition. There was a. great 
deal of ignorance and prejudice against anything outside 
the very beaten track. When Law James asked Attree 
why he had omitted Double Norwich Caters, the laftter 
said he did not think methods of that sort ought to be 
rung. When it was urged that it was a perfectly £ood 
method, he rejoined that it mightibe so, but Double Nor­
wich ought to be rung on even numbers only. He was 
not the only man who hejd that opinion, and some years 
later Sir Arthur Heywood confessed to me in a letter 
that the relationship between the Major and the Caters 
which I h^l pointed out was quite new to him.

In 1898 and the following fourteen years the names of 
the associations were arranged in the Analysis according 
to the number of points they had earned.

Attree had begun the Analysis, and for several years 
he carried it on, but in the course of time it became 
more complicated and not unnaturally the labour began 
to get irksome. For a while much of the routine work' 
was done by people in his employment, and from 1898 to. 
1904 Mr. George Baker’s name was added to his own. 
In 1905 at the Canterbury meeting a proplosal was made 
that an annual grant of five guineas should be made to 
pay for the work, but the Council has necessarily to de­
pend on voluntary-service, and when the motion was puf 
to the meeting no one voted for it. For three years no 
Analysis appeared and it seemed as if it had lapsed 
entirely.

Its revival was due to Mr,- Charles E. Borrett, who 
then and for many years represented the Norwich Dio­
cesan Association. He gave notice of a motion to ap­
point a committee to deal with the matter. As he could 
not attend the London meeting in 1906, he asked me to 
move for him, and a committee was appointed, consist­
ing of himself, Mr. Joseph Griffin, Mr. Arthur T. King 
anil myself. I remained on the committee until 1910, 
but, so far as I remember, I did not do very much 
of the work. The others,- however, worked hard. 
The overdue tables for 1904 and 1905 were published in 
1906, and by 1907 the arrears had been brought up to 
date. Since then the Analysis has appeared annually. ,

The interest taken in points for peals is shown by the 
fact that for a long time there was hardly a meeting of 
the Council at which they were not debated in some form 
or other. The Peal Values Committee was kept' in
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being- for more than ten years, and then was discharged 
only because its functions were taken over by the 
Analysis Committee. Heywood summed up the general 
opinion when he said at Manchester in 1910 that there, 
was no longer much ringing for money, but Englishmen 
would have competition in some form, and the Analysis, 
with its points for peals, was the only way in which the 
Exercise could, and did, compete. It was a healthy sub­
stitute for the ringing of church bells for money prizes, 
and was a vast improvement upon the old state of affairs.

There was, however, all along a considerable amount 
of opinion which objected strongly to points. Some 
people thought that they ‘ degraded ’ change ringing, 
and Law James never lost an opportunity of saying so. 
Others complained that they were unfair, and in many 
cases their complaint was based on some lopal circum­
stances not unconnected with rivalry between individuals 
and bands. In 1907 an incident brought this feeling to 
the front. In October in that year the three brothers 
Pye and Mr. William Keeble rang on handbells in the 
belfry of Romford Church a peal of Bristol Surprise 

.Major, which, with its points, was credited to the Middle­
sex County Association. This brought to ‘ The Bell 
News ’ a letter of protest from Benjamin Keeble. After 
saying that a peal on tower bells should not be classed 
with sport of any kind, and that * those who cannot prac­
tise the science without peal ringing, should have a 
higher and more noble object than that of football, golf, 
or any other athletic profession (which was a little bit 
Pharisaical)., he came to his main point, ‘ the injustice of 
the whole thing.’ The peal had been rung by Essex 
men in an Essex tower affiliated to the Essex Association 
from the day it was founded, and upon handbells be­

longing to the tower; yet another association got the 
credit of the points.- ‘ Is it not time,’ he said, ‘ that 
points for peals were abolished?’

This letter started a long correspondence, in which 
Edwin Barnett, Canon Papillon, Arthur T. King, Edward 
O ’Meara, Jphn R. Sharman, George Williams and others 
took part. R. A. Daniell, in his role as the advocate for 
the old London societies, contributed a long article, in 
which he directly challenged the Middlesex Association.
At the time the relations between the old societies and 
that association werfe somewhat strained. The rights 
and wrongs of the dispute do not matter much for our 
present subject, for, after all, it was 'only the sort of . 
thing that has been common in the London Exercise from 
the earliest days. Once the rivalry was between the 
College Youths and the London Scholars, then between 
the College Youths and the Eastern Scholars, later be­
tween the College Youths and the Cumberlands, and 
now between the College Youths and the ^liddlesex 
Association. A good deal of heat was generated and 
some bad feeling, but an impartial observer would prob­
ably conclude that on the whole thei old London societies 
benefited, by the rivalry of their younger opponents.

(T o  b e  con tin u ed .)

S P L IC E D  S U R P R I S E  M A J O R .
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— T h e  com position  o f S u p e r la t iv e , C a m b r id g e ,# L in co ln sh ire , 
Y o rk s h ire  e n d  P u d s e y  S u r p r ise  M a jo r  m en tio n ed  b y  M r. C . T . C o les 
in  his in te r e s tin g  an d  a b le  le t te r  co n cern in g  S p lic e d  S u rp rise  M a jo r  
w as p u b lish e d  in ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ o f A u g u s t  12th , 1932. T h e  
fig u re s  o f th e  p e a l c a lle d  b y  M r. E . C . S . T u rn e r , in  w h ich  a ll th e  
b e lls  r in g  ftll th e  w o rk  in th e  cou rse  o f L o n d o n , B r is to l a n d  S u p e r ­
la tiv e , w ere  p u b lish ed  in  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ o f  J u n e  14th , 1935. 
T h e  s tu d y  o f  S p lic e d  S u r p rise  M a jo r  is  e x tre m e ly  in te r e s tin g  an d  
th e re  is  s t il l  p le n ty  o f  scope fo r  fu r t h e r  in v e s tig a tio n . *

A . J . P I T M A N .

LOUGHBOROUGH

T H E

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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MEARS & 
8TAINBANK,

B e llfo u n d e rs  St 
B e l l  h a n g e r  s ,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

T e le p h o n e  B is h o p s g a te  8 8 4 9

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST t £ n OR.
4 6  q w t. O .qr. 5 lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E LLS
in sets of any number. 

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES, &c.

B E L F R Y  G O S S IP .
H is fr ie n d s  w ill lea rn  w ith  p le a su re  t h a t  M r. G e o rg e  W illia m s, 

M a ste r  o f th e  W in c h e ste r  a n d  P o rts m o u th  D io cesa n  G u ild , n o w  84 
y e a rs  o ld , is s til l  a c tiv e . ‘ H a le  a n d  h e a r t y  * is th e  w a y  to  d escribe 
h im , an d  he is  s t il l  te a c h in g  r in g in g . H e  h as a  n ew  co m p a n y  o f  
y o u th s , w ho m eet r e g u la r ly  fo r h a n d b e ll p r a c t ic e  a t  N o r th  S ton eh a m .

M r. W illia m s  p resid ed  o ver th e  G u ild  a n n u a l m e e tin g  a n d  con ­
d u cte d  th e  bu sin ess w ith  th e  a p lo m b  o f one a t  leafet 20 y e a rs  y o u n g e r.

T h e  hon. s e c r e ta r y  (M r. F . W . R o g ers) h ad  re tu rn e d  fro m  th e 
O rk n e y  Is la n d s  ju s t  in  tim e to  m a k e  th e  a r ra n g e m e n ts  fo r  th e  m e e t­
in g , an d  am on g th e  ** v is ito rs  ’ w a s  M r. A lf  G reen w o o d , fo rm e rly  
P o rtsm o u th  D is tr ic t  s e c r e ta r y , w h o  w a s  hom e on a  h o lid a y  fro m  
N e w ca stle-o n -T y n e.

T h e  nTany fr ie n d s  o f M r. I s a a c  E m e ry  w ill b e  g la d  to  h e a r  th a t  he 
is m a k in g  a go od  re c o v e ry  a f t e r  h is  o p e ra tio n , a n d  h opes to  be d is­
c h a r g e d  fro m  h o sp ita l th is  w eek .

E ig h te e n  y e a r s  a g o  la s t  M o n d ay  th e  f irs t  tw e lv e -b e ll p e a l in  H a m p ­
sh ire  w as ru n g  a t  W in c h e ste r  C a th e d ra l. T h e  m e th o d  w a s  S ted m a n  
C in q u es an d  th e  co n d u c to r  w a s  M r. F . E . D a w e .

On S e p te m b e r 10th, 1741, th e  C ro w fie ld  S o c ie ty  ra n g  a t  C o d d enh am  
in S u ffo lk  J o h n  G a r th o n ’ s p e e l  o f  G ra n d sir e  T rip le s . I t  w a s  co n d u c ted  
b y  J o h n  F o ste r , w h o m  T h e o d o re  E cclesto n , tu e  d o n o r o f  th e  bells, 
h ad  g o t  fro m  N o rw ic h  to  h elp  to  m a k e  u p  a good  co m p a n y .

N in e ty -se v e n  y e a rs  a g o  to -d a y  C h a r le s  H e n ry  H a t te r s le y  w a s  born 
a t  S h effield , a n d  85 y e a r s  ag o  to -d a y  C h a r le s  D . P . D a v ie s  w a s  born 
a t  T e w k e sb u ry .

O n S e p te m b e r  13 th , 1802, th e  C u m b e rla n d s ra n g  5,040 ch a n g e s  o f 
Im p e ria l P la c e  M a jo r  a t  I s lin g to n . T h e  m eth o d , b y  S h ip w a y , w a 6 
co n stru c te d  w ith o u t a  d od ge. •

C harles* M id d leto n , th e  com p oser o f  th e  w ell-kn o w n  p eal o f C a m ­
b rid g e  S u rp rise  M a jo r , d ied  a t  N o rw ich  on S e p te m b e r  14th , 1886.

O n th e  sam e d a te  in  1934, th e  A u str a lia n  to u r b e g a n . N e x t T u e sd a y  
M r. W . H . F u sse ll, w ho o rg a n ise d  th e  to u r, w ill ce le b ra te  his 80th 
b ir th d a y . F i f t y  v e e r s  ag o  la s t  W e d n e sd a y , W a sh b ro o k  r a n g  th e  ten or 
a n d  c a lle d  th e  first p e e l o f K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  M a jo r  a t  C h ris t C h u rch , 
O x fo rd . In  th o se  d a y s  th e  b e ll w as a lw a y s  s te te d  to  b e  40 cw t.

F i f t y  y e a r s  ag o  to -d a y  th re e  p ea ls  w ere  r u n g . T w o  w ere  B o b  M a jo r  
an d  one D o u b le  N o rw ich . T h e  le t te r  w a s  a t  C r a w le y , th e  firs t  p eal 
in  th e  m eth o d  on th e  b ells  a n d  b y  M r. J a m e s  P a r k e r . I t  w as com ­
posed an d  c a lle d  b y  M r. G e o rg e  W illia m s.

R e v is itin g  W in c h e ste r  C a th e d ra l on S a tu r d a y , w r ite s  a co rresp o n d en t, 
I n o ticed  in o n e  o f  th e  s ta lls  in  th e  ch o ir  a cu sh ion , w ith  a re m a r k a b le  
em b ro id ered  p o r t r a i t  o f  th e  la te  M r. J .  W . E lk in s, fo r  so m an y  
y e a rs  D e a n ’s V e r g e r  a n d  a life  m em b er o f  th e  W in c h e ste r  G u ild , w ho 
w a s  so w e ll k n o w n  to  r in g e rs . T h is  su re ly  is  a  u n iq u e  m em o ria l to 
fin d  in  a  C a th e d ra l. B u t  th e n , J .  W . E lk in s  w a s in  m a n y  re sp ects  a 
r e m a r k a b le  m an .

R e c e n t re fe re n c e s  to  Q u ex  P a r k  rem in d  u s o f  a  r a th e r  re m a r k a b le  
record  m ed e  b y  M r. J .  R . S h a rm a n . H e w e n t to  B ir c h in g to n  on 
fo u r  E a s te rs  a n d  w a s su ccessfu l in  r in g in g  th re e  p e e ls  on each  v is it. 
O n ea c h  occasion  lie 'r a n g  a d ifferen t b e ll, a n d  e x c e p t on  th e  la st v is it  
b y  ch a n ce  a n d  n o t b y  d esign , so in  tw e lv e  a t te m p ts  he h a d  ru n g  all 
tw e lv e  b e lls  to  a  p e a l. - vT lie  p e a ls  w e re  on e l l  n u m b ers fro m  M a jo r  to  
M a xim u s.

P R I S O N E R  OF W A R .
N e w s has been re c e ive d  b y  h is  p a re n ts  a t  T o lw o rth , S u r r e y , th a t 

M r. C y r il C . R a y n e r , one o f  th e  r in g e rs  a t K in g sto n -o n -T h a m es, S u r re y , 
P e r is h  C h u rc h , w ho h a s  b een  m issin g  s in ce  A p ril, is now  a  p rison er 
o f  w a r  in  G e rm a n y . H e w a s se rv in g  w ith  th e  R o y a l C o rp s  o f S ig n a ls  
in  th e  M id d le  E a st a t  th e  t im e  o f  h is  cap ture*

C y r il  R a y n e r  le a r n t h is r in g in g  a t^ S e lb y  A b b e y , Y o rk s h ire , w h ere  
he w a s  a lw a y s  v e r y  p o p u la r, b o th  w ith  tn e  S e lb y  r in g e rs  and those 
o f H e m in g b ro u g h  an d  S h e rb u rn -in -E lm e t, w h ich  to w ers he o ften  
v is ited  on p r a c tic e  n ig h ts  w h ils t  liv in g  a t  S e lb y .

H is r in g in g  fr ie n d s  a ll w ish  h im  a s a fe  a n d  sp e e d y  re tu rn  hom e.

P R O T E C T IO N  OF C H U R C H  B E L L S  F R O M  F IR E .
In th e  lig h t o f re c e n t h a p p e n in g s , th e  fo llo w in g  le t te r  w h ich  a p ­

p e a re d  in ‘ T h e  B ell N e w s  ’ as f a r  b a ck  a s  J a n u a r y  26tli, 1907, w ill 
ne r e a d  w ith  in te r e s t  :— r

‘ In  v ie w  o f . t h e  s e v e r a l ch u rch  fires w h ic h  h a v e  o ccu rred  la te ly  a t  
S e lb y  a n d  e lsew h ere, in  w h ich  b e lls  h a v e  been  d e stro y e d , I su g g est 
to  th ose b u ild in g  or re s to r in g  ch u rch es  t h a t  th e  first floor o f  th e  tow er 
(an d , i f  a  lo w  on e, th e  ro o f also) b e  o f  s te e l a n d  co n crete  co n stru c­
t io n ; th a t th e  lo u v re  o p en in g s b e  f it te d  w ith  in te r v a l fire-p ro of s lid in g  
doors, so h u n g  as to  close a u to m a tic a lly  w ith  excessive  h e a t, e n d  th a t 
w in dow s a b u tt in g  on  ro o fs  b e  g la z e d  w ith  w ire d  g la ss . W ith  these 
p re ca u tio n s, th e  o u rn in g  o f  a ch u rch  n eed  n o t in v o lve  th e  d estru ctio n  
o f  th e  b e lls  an d  clo ck , o fte n  th e  m ost v a lu a b le  co n ten ts  o f  th e  
b u ild in g .—-R ich ard  F . D eel.*

F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12th  year 
o f  re ign  o f  

E liz a b e th ) .
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W IN C H ESTER  AND PORTSMOUTH GUILD-
ACTIVITIES TO BE SUSPENDED.

E ffact o f Ban and Air Raid Dangar.
A  fa t e fu l  decision  w as ta k e n  a t  th e  a n n u a l m e e tin g  o f th e  W in ­

ch e ste r an d  P o rtsm o u th  D io cesa n  G u ild  on  S a tu r d a y , w hen  it  w as 
reso lved  to  a p p ro v e  v a rio u s  recom m en d ation s o f th e  E x e cu tiv e  C om ­
m itte e  su sp en d in g  th e  a c tiv it ie s  o f th e  G u ild  in  a l l  th e  d is tr ic ts . T h e  
recom m en d ation s  w ere  d ra w n  u p  la st N o ve m b e r, and, as fa r  as th e y  
a ffected  th e  con duct o f th e  G u ild ’s a ffa irs , h ad  been  a c te d  upon sin ce. 
T h e  m e e tin g  la s t  w eek  a t  W in c h e ste r  con firm ed  th is  cou rse  o f  a ctio n .

T h e  M a ste r o f  th e  G u ild  (M r. G e o rg e  W illia m s) p resid ed  o ver an 
a tte n d a n c e  o f  som e 60 m em b ers fro m  all p a rts  o f  th e  diocese, fro m  
C h ris tc h u rc h  in  th e  w e st to  P e te rs fie ld  in  th e  e a st, fro m  B a s in g sto k e  
in  th e  n o rth  to  th e  Is le  o f W ig h t in  th e  so u th . T h e  ch a irm a n  w as 
su p p o rte d  b y  th e  hon. s e c r e ta r y  (M r. F . W * R o g ers) a n d  th e  a c tin g  
tr e a s u re r  (M r. W . L in te r) .

L O W E R  M E M B E R S H IP , B U T  I N C R E A S E D  B A L A N C E .
T h e  m e e tin g  re so lv e d  to  sen d  a  c o n g r a tu la to r y  le t te r  to  M r. G .\ H . 

C oom b es, o f  R y d e , th e  o ld est m em b er o f  th e  G u ild , w ho a t  th e  ag e  
o f 96 is s t i l l  h a le  a n d  h e a rty .

A m o n g  th e  ap o lo g ies  re c e ive d  w a s  one fro m  th e  R e v . N . C . W oods, 
ch a irm a n  o f  th e  W in c h e ste r  D is tr ic t , an d  now  a t  S t . J o h n ’s V ic a r a g e , 
L a d b ro o k e  G ro v e , L on d on , w ho se n t liis g re e t in g s  an d  good w ishes.

M r. W . L in te r , a c tin g  lion, tr e a su re r , p re se n te d  th e  b a la n c e  sh eet 
a n d  s ta te m e n t o f a c co u n ts  fo r th e  y e a r  1940. I t  sh ow ed  th a t th e  y e a r  
b e g a n  w ith  a b a la n c e  in  h an d  o f £219 5s. 5d ., in c lu d in g  £93 Is . Id . 
re ta in e d  b y  th e  d is tr ic ts . T h e  re c e ip ts  in c lu d ed  su b scr ip tio n s  fro m  
92 h o n o ra ry  m em b ers a m o u n tin g  to  £24 11s ., a n d  from  420 r in g in g  
m em b ers £_4l'’4s., one n ew  life  m em b er £2 2s., a n d  a n  a r r e a r  o f 2s. ; 
£4 2s. w a s re c e iv e d  in  in te r e st fro m  th e  P o st Office S a v in g s  B a n k  fo r 
1939 an d  1940, th e  to ta l re c e ip ts  b e in g  £73 18s. 7d. A m o n g  th e  item s 
o f e x p e n d itu re  w a s  £ 17  14s. fo r  p r in tin g  th e  p re v io u s  y e a r ’ s re p o rt. 
T h e  b a la n c e  in  h a n d  h ad  risen  to  £237 9 s., in c lu d in g  £80 fro m  th e  
d is tr ic t 'b a la n c e s  w h ic h  h ad  been in v e ste d  in  W a r  S a v in g s ;  th e  n et 
in crease  on th e  y e a r  b e in g  £18 3s. 7d.

M r. L in te r , in  g iv in g  som e co m p a ra tiv e  fig u res  o f m em b ersh ip , said  
in  1939 th e y  h ad  139 h o n o ra ry  m em b ers, b u t  in  1940 o n ly  92. T h e y  
h ad  686 fu ll r in g in g  m em b ers in 1939, b u t  o n ly  420 ih  19W . In  1939 
th e y  e lec ted  39 co m p o u n d in g  m em b ers, b u t in  1940 o n ly  e ig h t.

T h e  b a la n c e  sh eet w a s  a d o p ted  on th e  m otio n  o f M r. R . B row n , 
w ho c o n g ra tu la te d  th e  G u ild  on th e  re su lt in  a v e ry  d ifficu lt y e a r .

T h e  H on . S e c r e ta r y  th a n k e d  M r. L in te r  fo r  his serv ices  in  con n ec­
t i o n  W ith ' th e  a c co u n ts . O w in g  to  th e  d e a th  o f th e  la te  tre a su re r , 
M r. H . B a rto n , th e y  w ere  so m ew h a t a t  ‘ sixes an d  se ve n s,’ an d  th e y  
w o n d ered  how th e y  cou ld  g e t  h o ld  o f  som eon e to  u n d e rta k e  to  v is it  
M r. B a r t o n ’s e x ecu to rs  a t V e n tn o r. T h e  G u ild  w%s in d eb ted  to  M r. 
L in te r  fo r s te p p in g  in to  th e  b re a ch  a n d  e x tr ic a t in g  th e  G u ild ’s fin ances 
in th e  w a y  h e  h ad  done.

L a t e r  a  v o te  o f  th a n k s  w as p assed  to  M r. L in te r  fo r  h is  services.
T h e  re p o r t o f  th e  P e a l R e c o rd e r  (M r. R . A . R e e d , now  in th e  

R o y a l A ir  F o rce) w a s  re a d  b y  th e  hon. s e c r e ta r y . S e v e n  p eals  ,were 
rm i£  b e fo r e 'th e  b a n  p u t an en d  to  ch u rch  b e ll r in g in g , th re e  o f them  
h a v in g  been  b y  th e  yo u n g  b a n d  a t  S t .  M ic h a e l’ s, B a s in g sto k e . 

A C T I V I T I E S  S U S P E N D E D .
T h e  H on. S e c r e ta r y  r e p o r te d  t h a t  th e  fu tu r e  o f  th e  G u ild ’s  a c tiv it ie s  

w as discussed  a t  a sp ecia l m eetin g  o f  th e  E x e cu tiv e  C o m m itte e  on 
N o vem b er 9th , a n d  it  w a s  d ecid ed  t o  ask th e  g e n e ra l m e e tin g  to  sa y  
w h e th e r  th e y  sh ou ld  c a r r y  on u n d er w a r-tim e  co n d ition s. T h e  fe e lin g  
o f  th e  co m m ittee  w a s  th a t ,  a t  le a s t  u n ti l th e  b a n  w a s l i f t e d  a n d  th e  
risk  o f a ir  r a id s  less seriou s, th e y  co u h j n o t a d v ise  th e  resu m p tio n  
o f  d is tr ic t m eetin g s. F ifte e n  m em b ers o f  th e  co m m itte e  w ere  p resen t, 
re p re se n tin g  six m it o f th e  e ig h t  d is tr ic ts , a n d  th e  co m m ittee  m ad e 
th e  fo llo w in g  r e p o r t :—

T h e  v a rio u s  a sp e c ts  o f th e  G u ild ’s a c tiv it ie s  w ere  discussed, in th e  
lig h t  o f w a r  co n d ition s, an d  th e  fo llo w in g  d ecision s w ere  rea ch ed , 
w ith  a reco m m en d a tio n  to  th e  d is tr ic ts  fo r th e ir  a d o p tio n  ; —

1. G u ild  m e e tin g s .— U n til th e  b a n  is l if te d  on ch u rch  b e ll r in g in g , 
an d  th e  d a n g e r  o f  a ir  ra id s  less  serio u s, th e  co m m itte e  does n o t see 
how  to  recom m en d  th e  resu m p tio n  o f  a n y  d is tr ic t  m e e tin g s .

2. D is tr ic t  a c co u n ts .— (a) T h a t  th e  d is tr ic t  acco u n ts b e  b a la n c e d  u p  
fo r  1940, a n d  a n n u a lly  fo r  th e  d u ra tio n  o f  th e  w a r , a n d  ad d ed  to  a n y  
b a la n c e  th a t  m a y  b e  in  th e  h an d s o f th e  re sp e ctiv e  se c r e ta r ie s , a f t e r  
w h ich  th re e -q u a rte rs  (75 p e r  ce n t.)  o f  th ese  am o u n ts  b e  d ep o sited  in 
th e  g e n e ra l tr e a s u r e r ’s  acco u n t on d e p o s it a t  th e  P o s t  O ffice. T h ese  
m on eys w ill rem ain  in  th is  a c co u n t u n til su ch  tim e s  as  th e  d is tr ic t 
se c r e ta r ie s  m a y  re q u ire  th em  a g a in . T h is  w ill n o t o n ly  h e lp  th e  4 w a r  
e ffo rt.’ b u t  w ill b e  s a fe ly  in v e ste d , (b) T h a t  in  v iew  o f th e  fa c t  i t  is 
co n sid ered  im p r a c tic a b le  to  hold  a n y  d is tr ic t  m e e tin g s , th e  E x e cu tiv e  
C o m m itte e  d ire c ts  th a t  th e  d is tr ic t  se c r e ta r ie s  b a la n c e  th e ir  a cco u n ts  
fo r 1940, an d  a n n u a lly  fo r  th e  d u ra tio n  o f  th e  w a r, h a v e  th em  d u ly  
a u d ite d  an d  sign ed  b y  th e  d is tr ic t a u d ito r  a n d  r e p re se n ta tiv e (s)  w ith ­
o u t subm ission  to  th e  u su a l a n n u a l d is tr ic t m e e tin g , an d  th en  fo r ­
w a rd  th e  a p p ro p ria te  b a la n c e  to  th e  g e n e ra l tr e a s u re r  n o t la te r  th a n  
F e b r u a r y  14th  o f each  fo llo w in g  v e a r .

A  R U L E  S U S P E N D E D .
3. M em b ersh ip .— I t  w a s  fe lt  b v  th e  co m m ittee  t h a t  m a n y  m em b ers, 

b o th  h o n o ra ry  a ijd  r in g in g , could  n o t see th e ir  w a y  c le a r  "to co n tin u e 
th e ir  fin a n cia l su p p o rt, an d  in  o rd er to  r e ta in  tfie ir  m em b ersh ip  i t  
was decided that, fo r  the duration o f the war, Rule 6, Paragraph 4,

b e su sp en d ed . I t  is  hoped, h o w ever, t h a t  th o se  m ore fo r tu n a te ly  
p laced  w ill c o n tin u e  to  g iv e  th e ir  fin a n c ia l su p p o rt.

In  m a k in g  th ese  recom m en d ation s, w h ich , th e  c o m m itte e  fe e l, is to  
th e  b e st a d v a n t a g e  o f th e  G u ild , i t  is  h oped  t h a t  i f  a n d  w hen  th e  
s itu a tio n  p e rm its , a  re tu rn  ca n  b e  m a d e  to  n o rm a l co n d itio n s  in  th e  
d is tr ic ts . •

R u le  6, P a r a g r a p h  4, r e fe rr e d  to  in  th e  re p o r t, p rov id es  th a t  a 
m em b er w ho fa i ls  to  p a y  h is  su b scrip tio n  fo r  a n y  y e a r  b y  D ecem b er 
3 1s t 6h a ll be deem ed  to h a v e  w ith d ra w n  fro m  th e  G u ild .

T h e  H on . S e c r e ta r y  p o in te d  o u t t h a t  th e  1940 a c co u n ts  w ere  d ra w n  
u p  u n d e r  th e  a lte re d  ru le .

T h e  m eetin g ’ co n firm ed  th e  c o m m itte e ’s  recom m en d ation .
O n th e  m otion  o f  M r. W ilfr e d  A n d re w s, secon d ed  b y  M r. W . T u c k e r, 

th e  M a ste r  (M r. G . W illia m s), th e  hon. s e c r e ta r y  (M r. F .  W . R o gers) 
a n d  th e  p e a ls  rec o rd er (M r. R . A . R eed ) w e re  re -e lec ted , a n d  M r. W . 
L in te r  w a 3 e lec ted  hon. tr e a su re r .

In  a c k n o w le d g in g  h is  e lectio n , M r. R o g e rs , as i t  is  n o t p ossib le to 
hold  d is tr ic t  m eetin g s , a p p e a le d  to  th e  m em b ers to  co n tin u e  th e ir  
su p p o rt o f th e  G u ild . A s  th e re  is no rin g in g , he sa id , th e r e  is  n o  
in c e n tiv e  to  do a n y th in g , b u t th e y  sh ou ld  re a lis e  th a t  th e  ^ a r  w ill 
end som e tim e  a n d  th e y  w ou ld  b e  a b le  to  resu m e th e ir  a c tiv it ie s . H e 
ask ed  th e  m em b ers to  co n tin u e  to  g iv e  th e ir  s u p p o rt to  th e  G u ild  
a n d  r a lly  ro u n d  th e  officers so t h a t  w h en  th e  tim e ca m e th e y  could  
g e t  to g e th e r  a g a in . t

I t  w a s  d ecid ed  to  e le c t  th e  fo iir  re p re s e n ta tiv e s  to  th e  C e n tr a l 
C o u n cil to  w h ich  th e  G u ild  is  e n tit le d , an d  th e  fo llo w in g  w ere  a p ­
p oin ted  : M essrs. G . W illia m s , F . W . R o g e rs  a n d  G . P u llin g e r  (re­
a p p o in ted ) a n d  W . A n d re w s (to  fill th e  v a c a n c y  ca u sed  b y  th e  d e a th  
o f M r. H  B a rto n ).

On th e  q u estion  o f  th e  p la c e  a n d  d a te  o f th e  n e xt a n n u a l m eetin g , 
M r. P u llin ffe r  m oved  t h a t  i t  be le f t  to  th e  M a ste r , hon. tr e a s u re r  and  
hon. s e c r e ta r y  to  d ecid e. I t  w a s u seless, h e  sa id , to  d ecid e  a t  t h a t  
m e e tin g  so m eth in g  w h ich  th e y  m te h t n e x t  y e a r  find i t  im p ossib le  t o  
c a r r y  o u t.— M r. R . B ro w n  secon d ed .

M r. W . T u c k e r  m oved  an  a m e n d m e n t t h a t  th e  m e e tin g  be held  
a t  W in c h e ste r , w h a te v e r  h ap p en ed . ‘ I  am  n o t a *p essim ist,’ he ad d ed . 
— M r. J .  W . F a ith fu ll  seconded.

T h e  a m e n d m e n t w a s  ca rrie d , b u t th e  d a te  o f th e  m e e tin g  w as le f t  
to  th e  officers to  decide.

N O  ‘ A N N U A L  R E P O R T .’
M f . P u llin g e r  b r o u g h t fo rw a rd  th e  q u estion  o f p r in tin g  an a n n u a l 

re p o r t fo r  1940, a n d  m oved  * T h a t  th e  re p o rts  fo r  1940 an d  su b seq u en t 
w a r  y e a rs  b e  n o t p rin te d , b u t  t h a t  th e  a cco u n ts  a n d  rec o rd s  be ca re ­
fu lly  p reserved , a n d  as soon as p ossib le a f t e r  th e  en d  o f  th e  w a r  be p u b ­
lish ed  u n d e r  on e c o v e r ; t h a t  fo u r  co p ies o f  th e se  re c o rd s  b e  m a d e  an d  
d is tr ib u te d  in  d iffe re n t p a r t s  o f  th e  c o u n ty  fo r  s a fe t y  fro m  en em y 
a c tio n .’ A p a r t  fro m  th e  sh o r ta g e  o f p a p e r, he sa id , th e re  w a s  th e  
d iffic u lty  o f  d is tr ib u tio n . I f  th e y  d id n ’t  p r in t  on e co p y  fo r  each  m em ­
b er, th e  m em b ers w ho d id  n o t g e t  th e m  m ig h t fe e l a g g r ie v e d ;  i f  th e y  
d id  p rin t th em , th e re  w as th e  d iffic u lty  o f fin d in g  th e  m em b ers, m an y  
o f w hom  w ere  in th e  F o rc e s ; o th e rs  h ad  been  sc a tte re d  th ro u g h  
e v a c u a tio n  an d  o th e r  cau ses an d  t h e y  w ere  o u t o f to u c h  w ith  th em . 
I f  th e  re p o rts  w e re  le f t  to  th e  en d  o f  th e  w a r  th e y  w ould  n o t lose 
a n y th in g , b u t  a f t e r  th e  w a r  th e  co m b in ed  re p o rts  w o u ld  g iv e  th em  
so m eth in g  fro m  w h ich  to  m a k e  a  fre sh  s ta r t .

M r. W . M e lville  secon ded an d  th e  m otion  w a s su p p o rte d  b y  M r. 
F a ith fu ll , w ho sa id  t h a t  th e  re p o rts  cou ld  o n ly  rem ain  in  th e  "to w er 
se c r e ta r ie s ’ h an d s. In  h is  ow n ca se  he d id  n o t k n o w  w h e re  a ll his 
m em b ers w ere, a n d  i t  w a s im p o ssib le  to  m e e t, as th e  to w e r  w e n t u p  
in* sm ok e a n d  th e y  lo st e v e ry th in g .

T h e  M a ste r  o pp osed  M r. P u llin g e r ’s m otion . H e th o u g h t th e  records 
o f th e  G u ild  sh ou ld  b e  k e p t  u p  a n d  a  re p o r t in an  a b r id g e d  fo rm  
p u b lish e d  e v e r y  y e a r , as i t  w a s  in  th e  la s t w a r. A t  t h a t  tim e  lie 
w a s  hon. s e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  G u ild  a n d  th e y  p rin te d  a p a m p h le t o f  a  
fe w  p a g e s  w ith  th e  b a la n c e  s h e e t a n d  th e  n am es o f  -th e se cre ta r ie s  
o f th e  to w ers . H e th o u g h t fo r  a w e a lth y  so c ie ty  lik e  th e ir s  not to  
p rin t a  re p o r t w o u ld  m alce th em  lo o k  v e r y  sm a ll.

M r. M elv ille  sa id  th e  c ircu m sta n ce s  o f  th e  la s t  w a r  a n d  o f th is  w ere  
v e ry  d iffe re n t. In  th e  la s t  w a r  th e  to w ers  w ere  still open  an d  a m e e t­
in g  p la c e  fo r  th e  r in g e rs  e v e ry  S u n d a y . N o w , th e y  d id n ’t  m eet at 
a ll an d  th e y  cou ld  n ot g e t  th e  re p o rts  in to  th e  hands' o f  th e  m em b ers.

T h e  M a ste r  sa id  in h is  ow n to w e r (N o rth  S to n e h a m ) th e y  m e t 
n e a r ly  e v e ry  S u n d a y , b e lls  or n o b e lls . I t  w a s tr u e  th a t  m a n y  of 
th em  w ere  y o u n ?  r in g e rs , b u t th e y  h ad  h an d b e ll p ra c tic e  in  m ost 
w eek s. H e  h oped  th e y  w o u ld  n o t le t  th e  report® la p se. .

T h e  H on . S e c r e ta r y  sa id  he s y m p a th ise d  w ith  b o th  sid es. H e  d id  
n o t w a n t to  se e  th e  re p o r ts  d ro p p ed , b u t  th e y  h a d  to  re a lis e  th a t , 
p erh a p s, 75 p e r  ce n t, w o u ld  b e  le f t  in  to w e r  s e c r e ta r ie s ’ h an d s a n d  
m a n y  w o u ld  n e v e r  re a ch  th e  m em b ers.

T h e  H on . T r e a s u re r  su p p o rte d  th e^ M aster’ s v iew . H e  th o u g h t th e re  
o u g h t to  b e  an  a n n u a l re p o r t on th e ir  fin ances, e sp e c ia lly  fo r th e  hon. 
m em b ers. I f  th e y  d id  n o t g iv e  th e m  a n y  re p o r t fo r fo u r or five  y e a rs  
th e y  w o u ld  b egin  to  w o n d er w h ere  th e ir  m on ey  w a s g o in g  to . H e 
th o u g h t th e y  sh ou ld  t r y  to  keep  in  to u c h  w ith  th e ir  m em b ers, w a r  o r  
no w a r.

M r. P u llin g e r , in  r e p ly in g  to  th e  discussion , sa id  he w a s as an x io u s 
as an yo n e  to  k e e p  th in g s  to g e th e r , a n d  h e  fe lt  t h a t  i f ,  a s  soon as 
p eace  cam e, th e  c o m m itte e  lik ed  to  go  fo rw a rtl an d  p u b lish  a  re p o r t 
i t  w ou ld  b e  a s ta r t  fo r th em  r ig h t  a w a y , an d  th e  re p o r ts  w o u ld  # et 
in to  th e  h an d s o f th o se  w hom  th e y  w a n te d  to  h a v e  th em . H e a is- 

(Continued on page 441.)
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L O N D O N  S U R P R IS E  M A J O R .
A N A L Y S I S  O F  I T S  C O N S T R U C T I O N .

B y  W . T A Y L O R .
C o n tin u e d  fro m  p a g e  429.)

U n less  th e  £reble is  o n e  o f th e  th r e e  b e lls  co n cern ed  or w h en  it  is  
co u rsin g  im m e d ia te ly  b e fo re  o r  a f t e r  th e  th re e  co u rsin g  b ells , th e
B .S . has no e ffe c t on th e  p ositio n  o f th e  tr e b le  a t  th e  le a d  en d  or 
h ead . T h e  p la in  co u rse  o f  G ra n d sire  is  d e te rm in e d  b y  th e  B .S . ’s  
w ith  th e  tr e b le  a n d  b e ll  in  th e  h u n t  r e m a in in g  c o n sta n t a n d  ea ch  o f 
th e  o th e r  b e lls  m a k in g  3 rd ’s p la c e  in  tu r n  lik e  e x a m p le  C  ab ove . 
E x a m p le  D  m a y  be c a lle d  th e  in v e rse  fo rm  o f  th e  B . S . ; it s  e ffe c t or 
fin al r e s u lt  is  e x a c t ly  th e  sam e a s  th e  o th e r  exam p les. T h e  bobs o f 
D o u b le  N o rw ic h  a r e  lik e  e x a m p le  D . In  T r e b le  B o b  th e r e  is  a 
p e cu lia r  ca se  o f th e  B .S . w h e re  a  sn a p  b low  has th e  effect o f  a p la c e , 
i .e ., i t  ch a n g e s  th e  d ire c tio n  in w h ic h  th e  b e ll h u n ts. I t  is  e x em p lified  
in  th e  f irs t  five  ro w s o f L o n d o n  S u rp rise  M a jo r . I  w ill g iv e  th e  w o rk  
o f 3 .5.7  in  sk e le to n  fo rm . I t  w ill r e a d ily  6e seen h o w  th e  3rd  crosses 
th e  tr a c k s  o f 5 th  a n d  7 th  an d  fin a lly  cou rses a f t e r  th em  in ste a d  o f 
b e fo re  (e sp e c ia lly  so i f  lin es  a r e  d ra w n  a lo n g  th e  p a th s  o f  3 .5.7).
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fro m  h ere  th e  effect w ill b e  even  m ore a p p a r e n t . I t  w ill b e  seen th a t  
b o th  th e  5 th  an d  7 th  sto p  to  m a k e  a p lace , b u t , in ste a d  o f re v e rs in g  as 
th e  3 rd  does, th e y  co n tin u e  in  o r ig in a l d ire c tio n . I t  I s  as  i f  th e  5 th  a n d  
7 th  tu r n  s lig h t ly  as id e  to  a v o id  b u m p in g  som eon e (th e  tr e b le  a n d / o r  th e  
2nd). A fte r  a B .S . o r ig in a l C .O . c a n  b e  re s to re d  in  s e v e ra l w a y s. I  h a v e  
a lr e a d y  m en tio n ed  how  i t  is  d o n e in  G ra n d sire . I t  ca n  also  b e  re sto re d  
b y  tw o  o th e r  B .S . ’s  on  th e  sa m e  th r e e  b e lls , in  on e o f  w h ic h  (in our 
ex a m p le  on 468) t h e  6th  m ak es  th e  p la c e s  a n d  in  th e  o th e r  th e  8th . 
T h e se  th re e  B .S . ’ s . c o n s titu te  a  B o b b e d  Q  s e t  a n d  a re  e x a c tly  s im ila r  
to  th r e e  B o b s  w ro n g  o r  th r e e  m id d les o r  th re e  hom es. A n o th e r  w a y  
is b y  th e  in te r p la y  o f  p o rtio n s  o f tw o  Q  se ts  w h e re  fo u r  co u rsin g  
b e lls  a r e  in v o lv e d  as in  th e  B o b  M a jo r  to u c h  W .H . r e p e a te d  w h e re  
e a c h  o f th e  fo u r  cou rse  b e lls  5.3.2.4- m ak es  one o f th e  B o b s. T h e  tw o  
B o b b e d  Q  sets  a r e  on 532 a n d  324 re s p e c tiv e ly . I t  w ill, b e  n o ticed  
t h a t  tw o  o f th e  c o u rsin g  bells , v iz . , '  3  a n d  2, a re  com m on to  b o th  
Q  sets. T h e r e  a re  o th e r  w a y s  o f re s to r in g  o r ig in a l C .O . a f t e r  a  B .S . 
w h ic h  I  n eed  n o t go  in to  h ere . I  e x p la in e d  th e  on e m a d e  u se  o f  in 
S u p e r la tiv e  m a n y  y e a r s  a g o . W it h  r e g a r d  to  th e  p la c e s  o r sh u n ts 
w h ich  ta k e  no p a r t  in  fix in g  th e  firs t le a d  h e a d  o f a  m eth o d , i t  is  
n e ce ssa ry  t h a t  th e y  sh ou ld  b e  n e u tr a lise d  o r  re v e rse d  in  th e  le a d  itse lf , 
in  o th e r  w o rd s th e y  m u st o b e y  th e  Q  s e t  la w s  co rresp o n d in g  to  th e  
w a y  th e  Q  s e t  la w s a re  o b e y e d  in  com posin g to u ch es  a n d  p ea ls . W ith  
r e g a r d  to  th e  sh u n ts  w h ich  fix  th e  firs t  le a d  h ead , t h e y  a r e  m a d e  u p  
o f  p o rtio n s  o n ly  o f a  P la in e d  Q  se t. I f  a  co m p le te  P la in e d  Q  se t 
w e re  u sed , th e n  ro u n d s w o u ld  o cc u r a t  th e  firs t le a d  h e a d . In  th e  
P la in  cou rse  o f a  m e th o d  th e  to t a l  n u m b er o f P la in e d  Q  se ts  is  th e  
sam e m u ltip le  o f  on e Q  s e t  as th e r e  a r e  m em b ers o f th e  Q  set in  one 
le a d  M a n y  y e a r s  a g o , I  sh ow ed  b y  im p lic a tio n  h ow  th is  is tr u e  »n 
th e  ca ses o f K e n t  a n d  O x fo rd  T r e b le  B o b ,.'C a m b r id g e , S u p e r la tiv e , 
Y o rk s h ire , th e  B r is to l g ro u p , e tc . L o n d o n  S u rp rise  M a jo r  b a ffle d  all 
m y  a t te m p ts  to  s e p a r a te  th o se  p la c e s  w h ic h  fix  th e  f ir s t  le a d  h ead  
fro m  th o se  w h ic h  p re v e n t re p e tit io n  o f ro w s, t h a t  i s : to  s e p a ra te  
th o se  p la ces  w h ic h  fo rm  th e  p a r t ia l  p la in e d  Q  se ts  fix in g  th e  first 
le a d  h e a d  fro m  th o se  p la ces  w h ic h  h a v e  to  o b e y  th e  s im ila r  Q set 
la w s  o f  com p osition , th e se  Q  sets  a re , h o w e v e r, jn o re  v a r ie d  th a n  
th o se  o f  com p osition . I  h a v e  n ow  so lved  th is  m ost d iffic u lt o f m eth od  
co n stru ctio n  p rob lem s, a n d  w ith  th e  a id  o f  th e  fo re g o in g  e x p la n a to r y  
n o tes a n d  th e  E d ito r ’s  p erm ission , propose to  g iv e  y o u  th e  re su lt 
an d  how  i t  is a r r iv e d  a t . I  m u st p re m ise  t h a t  C .O . is  co n tin u ou s and 
m a y  b e  w r itte n  fo rw a rd s  o r  b a c k w a r d s . I t  m a y  b e  te r m e d  * fo r w a r d  ’ 
w h en  th e  even b ells  com e to  le a d  in  d ire c t o rd e r  a n d  th e  odds in 
in verse  o rd e r, th u s :  2468753124687531. C .O . ca n  b e  com m enced  a t  a n y  
co n ven ien t p o in t, i t  is  c y c lic . W it h  fo r w a r d  o rd e r  th e  b e lls  n o rm a lly  
le a d  h a » d stro k e  an d  b a c k s tro k e , b u t  n o t n e ce ssa rily  so, as show n 
la te r . B a c k w a r d  C .O . is , o f  cou rse, o b ta in e d  b y  r e v e rs in g  th e  ab ove 
o rd e r, th u s  : 1357864213, e tc . T h is  u s u a lly  o ccu rs w h e n  th e  b e lls  lea d  
b a c k stro k e  a n d  h a n d stro k e . A s  a g e n e ra l ru le  I  w i ll  g iv e  th e  C .O . 
o f  a  g iv e n  ro w , com m encin g a n d  en d in g  w ith  th e  sa m e  b e ll. O th er 
ro w s m a y  sh ow  C .O . co m m en cin g  w i t h . d iffe re n t b e lls . O cca sion a lly , 
to  b r in g  o u t som e e sp ecia l p o in t, m ore o r  fe w e r  o f  th e  C .O . b ells w ill 
I)© sliow n • *

T h e  b ig g e s t  d iffic u lty  in  so rtin g  o u t th e  sh u n ts  o f  L o n d o n  S u r p rise  
a r ise s  fro m  th e  fa c t  t h a t  th e  C .O . is  so m etim es fo rw a rd , som etim es 
b a ck w a rd , b u t  m a in ly  p a r t  fo r w a r d  a n d  p a r t  b a c k w a r d .

(T o  b e  co n tin u ed.)

W ORCESTERSHIRE AN D  D ISTR ICTS ASSO CIATIO N. *
A  su ccessfu l m e e tin g  o f th e  N o rth e rn  B r a n c h  o f th e  W o rce ste rsh ire  

an d  D is tr ic ts  A sso ciation  w a s  h e ld  a t  C h a d d e sle v  C o r b e tt  on A u g u s t 
30tli, w hen 34 m em b ers a n d  fr ie n d s  a tte n d e d . T h e  e ig h t  to w e r b e lls  
w ere  a v a ila b le  fo r  s ile n t p ra c tic e  a n d  th e  m eth o d s r a n g e d  fro m  G ra n d ­
s ire  T r ip le s  to  C a m b r id g e  an d  L o n d o n  S u rp rise  M a jo r . A f t e r  te a  th e  
h a n d b e lls  w ere  k e p t  b u sy , th e  h ig h  sp o ts  b e in g  to u ch es  o f  B o b  M a jo r  
a n d  G ra n d sire  an d  S te d m a n  O a te n , in te r sp e rse d  w ith  tu n es.

U T I L IT A R IA N  C H U R C H E S .
B E L L S  A R E  N O T  L U X U R I E S .

T o the E ditor.
S ir ,— I  am  so rry  y o u r co rresp o n d en ts , F . H . S m ith  a n d  th e  R e v . 

A . M . S am son , find ttiem selves u n a b le  to  ju d g e  b e tw e e n  v ilific a tio n  
an d  critic ism , a n d  i f  M r. S a m s o n 're a d s  m y  second le t te r  a g a in  he w ill 
see t h a t  w h a t  he ca lls  '"ch eap  sn eers a t  th e  .c le rg y  * a re  t h e  exp ressed  
v iew s o f  p eop le  h ig h e r  u p  in  re lig io u s  life  th a n  e ith e r  m y s e lf  or he. 
T h e y  a r e  w o rd s  w h ich  re c e iv e d  th e  trem en d o u s o va tio n  o f a  c o n g re g a ­
tio n  (m em b ers o f th e  th re e  p r in c ip a l re lig io u s  bodies) w h ic h  p a c k e d  a  
la r g e  ch u rc h  in  th e  c e n tre  o f on e o f  o u r c h ie f in d u s tr ia l to w n s as  I 
h ave  n e v e r  seen  a n y  ch u rc h  p a c k e d  b e fo re , w jiich  p roves  t h a t  th e y  
a r e  n o t ju s t  iso la te d  op in io n s. I t  is  a s  w e ll th a t  som e o f o u r  re lig io u s  
lea d ers , 110 less th a n  p e o p le  o f o th e r  d en o m in a tio n s, sh ou ld  b e  sh ak en  
o u t  o f  th e ir  co m p lacen cy , an d  a l l w ho a t te n d e d  t h a t  g r e a t  g a th e r in g  
w ere  satisfied  t h a t  th e  w o rd s  o f  ea ch  o f  th e  sp e a k e rs  (an d  p a r t ic u la r ly  
D r. B e r ry )  d id  m uch to  a c h ie v e  t h a t  end.

‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ a n d  o th e r  p e rso n a lit ie s  h a v e  m a n y  tim e s 
p o in te d  o u t  in  v e r y  a b le  m a n n er t h a t  D e lls  a re  no m ore lu x u rie s  th a n  
a r e  ex p en siv e  o rg a n s, p u lp its , ch o ir rob es, h u ge cru cifixes, s a in t ly  
im ages, s ta in e d  g la ss  w in d o w s o r p e w s ;  y e t  i t  is  r e m a r k a b le  o f recen t 
y e a rs  (a n d  e sp e c ia lly  s in ce  th is  q u estion  o f w a r  d a m a g e  in su ra n c e  h as 
cro p p ed  up) now m a n y  o f  o u r c le rg y  c la s s ify  th em  as lu x u rie s  an d  
among* th e  la s t th in g s  w h ich  sh ou ld  b e  in su red . T h e  P e te rb o ro u g h  
D io cesa n  le a fle t  r e c e n tly  c irc u la rise d  a l l in cu m b en ts  a n d  p a ro c h ia l 
co u n cils  to  th e  e ffe c t t h a t  b ells  (an d  th e y  also in c lu d e d  o rg an s) w ere  
co n sid ered  lu x u rie s  a n d  sh o u ld  n o t b e  in su red ; A s  to  w h a t  a re  
lu x u ries  a n d  w h a t  a re  n ecessities  is a  m a tte r , I  m a in ta in , w h ic h  sh ou ld  
n o t b e  d ecid ed  or in flu en ced  b y  iu s t  th e  c le r g y , n e ith e r  is  i t  a  m a tte r  
w h ich  (as M r. S m ith  seem s to  th in k ) a ffe c ts  iu s t  b o m b ed  ch u rch es or 
even  th e  w a r  p erio d . I t  is a  m a tte r  w h e re  a l l sh ou ld  h a v e  an  e y e  to  

-the fu tu r e . I t  is im p o r ta n t t h a t  th e re  sh ou ld  b e  a  c o n s ta n t w a tc h . 
R in g e rs  sh ou ld  be re p re se n te d  w h e re  decision s h a v e  to  b e  m ad e, an d  
i t  is  as  w ell t h a t  th e y  sh ou ld  n o t b u r y  th e ir  h e a d s  o s tr ic h -lik e  in  san d . 
I 11 e v e ry  p a rish  th e y  sh ou ld  be p re p a re d  to  re s is t  a n y  a t te m p t to  rush  
ill-co n sid ered  m ea su res  (be th e y  p a ro c h ia l, d io cesa n , c iv ic  or p a r l ia ­
m e n ta ry ) t h a t  m ig h t m en ace  th e  v e ry  e x iste n ce  o f  th e  a r t  i t s e lf , w h ic h  
th is  u t i li t a r ia n  p o licy  does.

Som e y e a r s  ag o  * T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  * sa id , * T h e  a g ita t io n  a g a in st 
b e lls  is  n o t v e ry  voc ifero u s, b u t i t  m a y  r ise  in  a crescen d o  a t  a n y  
tim e. T h a t  tim e  is, I  con sid er, now  n ere , w if li  th e  a g ita t io n  fo r  
‘ n on-b ell ch u rch es ’ a n d  ‘ no w a r  d a m a g e  in su ra n c e  * fo r  e x istin g  
b ells . S o  w h e th e r  o r  n o t i t  is a  ‘ b o g e y  ’ o f  ‘ A n t i-S ile n t ’s  * own 
m a k in g , a n d  in  his s ig h t  so fe a rso m e  t h a t  h e  h as fr ig h te n e d  h im self 
w ith  it , a s  M r. S m ith  a sserts, i t  is  n e v e rth e le ss  an  a c co m p lish ed  fa c t .  
S o  w h en  M r. S m ith  sees th e se  p a rso n s  a g ita t in g  fo r  n o n -in su ra n ce 
a n d  n o n -b ell ch u rch es a n d  a s k s , * Is  th is  a  tim e  to  a t te m p t  te  c r e a te  
fe e lin g  a g a in s t  them ?-’ th e  a n sw er is  d efin ite ly , ‘ Y e s . ’ M r. S m ith  
ca n n o t h a v e  i t  b o th  w a y s , b u t  th e  m ore I  r e a d  in to  h is  le t te r  th e  
m ore I  th in k  t h a t  ‘ he n e v e r  o u g h t to  h a v e  been  a  ca m p a n o lo g ist j h e  
o u g h t to  h a v e  been  a d u m b -b ell r in g e r , o r  a  tin -w h is tle  p la y e r /  lik e  a 
w e a lth y  b o o t m a n u fa c tu r e r  w h o  s a t  on a  lo c a l to w n  c o u n c i  a 
S o c ia lis t  a n d  on ce co n tested  a s e a t  fo r  P a r lia m e n t  in  th e  a W F ?  in ­
te r e sts  a n d  w a s once v e r y  p e r tin e n t ly  to ld  t h a t  h e  w a s  ‘ in 
th e  w ro n g  c a m p .’ M r. S m ith , I  su p p ose, w ill w a n t  to  t e l l \ i t f  t h a t  
b ells  do serv e  as  a s p ir itu a l re m in d e r  to  th o se  p eop le  o u ts id e  th e  
C h u rch , t h a t  th e y  a r e  a  fo llo w -o n  to  b o y s  le a v in g  th e  ch o ir, as a 
m ean s o f k e e p in g  m em b ers o f  b o y s ’ b r ig a d e s , sco u ts  an d  r in g e rs  in ­
te re ste d  in  th e  C h u rc h , a s  a m ea n s o f p ro v id in g  so cia l fe llo w sh ip  to  
r in g e rs . Y e s , he w ill w a n t  to  a g r e e  to  a l l th a t ,  a n d  a t  th e  sam e tim e  
he i s 'r e a d y  to  s u p p o rt th o se  p e o p le  w h o  w ill c la s s ify  b e lls  ‘ lu x u r ie s .’

I f  w e t r e a t  b e lls  in  th e ir  tr u e st sen se  th e y  co n fo rm  less  to  th e  te rm  
‘ lu x u r y  * th a n  th e  p u lp it, w h ic h  h a s  b een  recom m en d ed  fo r  in su ra n c e  
as a  g r e a t  n e ce ss ity . T h e  p a rso n  r e a d s  th e  W o rd  o f  G od  fro m  
th e  le c te rn , y e t  h is  ow n w o rd  (w h ich  is  v e r y  o fte n  w r itte n )  m u st (sa y  
th e  e c c le s ia stic a l a u th o r itie s)  b e  r e a d  o r  p re a c h e d  fro m  a n  e la b o ra te , 
exp en sive  p u lp it. C u t t in g  o u t  a l l  th e  show  a n d  fo r m a li ty  (w h ich  
u ti lita r ia n is ts  te ll u s  is  p a r t  o f th e ir  p o licy ), co n sisten cy  sh ou ld  te ll 
us th a t  i f  th e  B ib le  ca n  b e  r e a d  fro m  th e  g ro u n d , so ca n  th e  p a rs o n ’s 
ow n w ord s. T h e  ch o ir  co u ld  also  s in g  (as m y  o w n ,-d id  fo r  y e a rs)  
w ith o u t  ro b e s ;  in  fa c t  to  b e  s tr ic t ly  u t i l i t a r ia n  a  ch u rch  w o u ld  b e , as
I  sa id  in m y  la s t  le t te r , l ik e  som e o f  o u r p re a c h e rs— ‘ co ld  an d  a n » m ic .’

E v e n  i f  n o th ijig  b u t b a re  n e ce ssitie s  a r e  w ith in  th e  p re ssin g  d em an d s 
w h ich  a r e  la id  up on  th e  e c c le s ia s tic a l b od ies a t  p re se n t, th is  sh ou ld  n o t  
p reclu d e  lo o k in g  to  th e  fu tu r e . I t  costs no m o re  a t  th e  o u ts e t  to  
a d a p t a* design  to  in c lu d e  a  to w e r  fo r  a  r in g in g  p e a l a t  som e la te r  
d a te  th a n  i t  does to  p ro d u c e  p la n s  w h ic h  m ore o r  less  irre v o c a b ly  
p reclu d e  th e  a d d itio n  o f a to w e r i f  a n d  w h en  o p p o r tu n ity  occu rs, b u t 
a ll o r  n e a r ly  a ll o f  th ese  u t i lit a r ia n  ch u rch es a r e  b u i l t  co m p lete  fro m  
th e  b e g in n in g  a n d  w ith  no id e a  o f m a k in g  a n y  p rov isio n — even  i f  th e  
m on ey iras fo r th c o m in g ; th e re fo re , im m e d ia te  fin a n c ia l n eed s is n ot  
a lw a y s  th e  rea so n  fo r  n o  b e lls . I t  is, I  a g a in  re p e a t , m ore o fte n  th a n  
n o t th e  excu se, an d  p ro m p te d  b y  p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  a  d is lik e  o f b e lls . 
So m e y e a r s  ag o  S a lis b u r y  T o w n  C o u n cil d e c id e d  to  s e ll to  i t 6 B ish o p  
a  s ite  fo r  a ch u rch , an d  a fe w  m em b ers o f  its  C o u n cil tr ie d  to  in se rt 
a co n d ition  t h a t  th e r e  sh ou ld  b e  no b e lls . H e re , s ir , is  w h e re  a 
m in o r ity  i f  th e y  g e t  on su ch  b o d ies  as th e se  ca n  d o  a  lo t  o f  h a rm . 
B u r e a u c r a c y  h a s  sw a y e d  m u ch  in  n a tio n a l l i f e ;  p r a y  th a t  i t  is n eve r 
a llo w ed  to  clo §0 in  re lig io n . O th e r  exa m p les  s im ila r  to  S a lis b u r y  h a v e  

(Continued on page 443.)
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' W A R - T IM E  M E E T IN G S .
A  S O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  P R O B L E M .

To th e E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— W h e n  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ a r r iv e s  (u su a lly , b»it n o t 

a lw a y s)  on F r id a y  m o rn in g , fo rce  o f h a b it  m a k e s  m e tu rn  to  th e  
n o tices p a g e  to  see w h a t  m e e tin g s  a r e  an n o u n ced . In  fo rm e r d a ys  
th is  w a s  in v a r ia b ly  fo llC w ed  b y  a  se a rc h  o f  th e  m a p  to  see i f  a  p a r ­
tic u la r  p la c e  w a s  w ith in  c y c lin g  d ista n ce , in o rd er t h a t  th e  to w er 
m ig h t b e  b a g g e d !  N o w a d a y s  t h is 's e a r c h  is ju s t  a m a tte r  o f  fo rm , to  
se e  ju s t  how  m a n y  a sso cia tio n s  a n d  so cie ties  a r e  k e e p in g  th e ir  m e e t­
in g s  a liv e .

G e n e ra lly  sp e a k in g , t i le  H o m e  C o u n tie s  seem  to  h a v e  p u t  u p  th e  
s h u tte rs  fo r  th e  d u ra tio n , w ith  a  fe w  v e r y  n o ta b le  ex cep tio n s. O ne 
L o n d o n  s o c ie ty  c a rr ie s  on  it s  m e e tin g s  re g u la r ly , a n d  as  t im e  go es  on 
i t  w o u ld  n o t b e  a  su rp rise  to  m e i f  t n a t  so c ie ty ’s  m e e tin g s  b ec a m e the 
m e e tin g  p la c e  fo r  L o n d o n  a n d  d is tr ic t  r in g e rs . A t  th e  p re s e n t tim e 
i t  is th e  o n ly  p la c e  w h e re  r in g e rs  ca n  m e e t a n d  s a y  a fte r w a r d s , ‘ S e e  
y o u  on  th e  . . . • ~

W e , in  th is  p a r t  o f M id d lesex , ca n  g e t  to  B u s h e y  q u ite  e a s ily  an d  
w e do so w ith  a la c r ity . I f  a sso ciation s p u rsu e  a  p u r e ly  n e g a tiv e  
p o lic y , a n d  m a n y  seem  to  be d o in g  so, th e y  m u st n o t  co m p la in  if  
m em b ersh ip  fa i ls  off. I  h a v e  no p a r t ic u la r  a sso cia tio n  in  m in d , b u t 
th is  seem s to  be th e  p o lic y  o f  m a n y  : (1) A s  fe w  m e e tin g s  a s  possible 
— th e  a n n u a l d is tr ic t  a n d  th e  a n n u a l g e n e r a l u s u a lly  b e in g  h eld  if  
p ossib le  on a n y  S a tu r d a y  b u t th e  ones p re scrib e d  b y  th e  r u le s .. (2) 
A n  a p o lo g e tic  re p o r t  b y  th e  s e c r e ta r y , e x p la in in g  th e  d iffic u lty  o f 
a r r a n g in g  w a r-tim e  m eetin g s  an d  o fte n  sa y in g  how  u n d e s ira b le  i t  is 
to  h o ld  th em  a t  a l l ! T h is  is  fo llo w e d  b y  th e  s ta te m e n t t h a t  ‘ m em b ers 
w ill u n d e rs ta n d ,’ e tc . (3) T h e  a n n u a l re p o r t  is, o f  cou rse, n o t p u b ­
lish ed , on a c co u n t o f  th e  co st in v o lv e d . M em b ers a r e  p rom ised  a  
| b u m p er om n ib us re p o r t  ’ c o v e r in g  th e  w h o le  p erio d — w h en  th e  w a r  
is  o ve r . (4) L a s t ly , th e  s e c r e ta r y  announce^ t h a t  th e re  a r e  m a n y  
u n p a id  su b scrip tio n s  an d  t h a t  lie  h as th e  r e c e ip t book w ith  h im . 
M em b ers a r e  to ld  th a t  i t  is  im p o r ta n t  fo r  th e m  to  co n tin u e  th e ir  
su b scrip tio n s  an d  a lso , i f  p ossib le , p a y  th o se  o f  se rv in g  m em b ers o f  
th e ir  to w e r!

F r a n k ly , i t  seem s to  m e a s  th o u g h  th e  a sso ciation s, lik e  th e  sm all 
b o y , w a n t * ca k e  a n d  h a lfp e n n y .’

T h e  so lu tio n  o f  th e  p ro b lem  seem s to  b e  q u ite  s im p le. F r o m  a ll 
to w n s th e r e  a r e  tr a n s p o rt se rv ice s  r a d ia t in g  in to  th e  su rro u n d in g  
a rea s . T h is  is  a n  o b vio u s  f a c t  a n d  co u ld  b e  used  to  a d v a n ta g e  w hen  
m e e tin g s  a re  a r ra n g e d . T h e  p ea c e-tim e p o licy  o f  h a v in g  a d ifferen t 
m e e tin g  p la c e  ea c h  tim e  a m e e tin g  is  h e ld  q u ite  o fte n  m ean s a n  
a w k w a rd  ‘ cross-co u n try  ’ jo u r n e y  o r  e lse a  lo n g  jo u r n e y  to  th e  tow n  
a n d  o u t a g a in  to  th e  s e le c te d  sp o t. N o w  i f  a ll d is tr ic ts  o f a ll asso cia­
tion s w ere  to  se le c t th e ir  lo c a l ‘ b ig  t o w n ’ a n d ‘ a r r a n g e  w i t h ,  som e 
ch u rc h  to  r e n t or u se  th e ir  ch u rch  h a ll on ce  a m on th , a l l th e ir  
tro u b le s  w o u ld  b e  o ve r. T h e  s e c r e ta r y ’s  d iffic u lty  in  fin d in g  a  p la c e  
each  m o n th  w o u ld  be o ve r. ” <

T h e  n o t  so e n th u s ia s tic  m em b er w h o  sa y s , * I  c a n ’ t  go  a l l t h a t  w a y  
an d  com e h om e in  th e  b la c k -o u t,’ loses h is  excu se. T h e  m a n  w ho 
says, ‘ I  ca n ’ t  le a v e  th e  w i fe , ’ n e e d  n o t— h e  ca n  b r in g  h er a lon g , 
th e r e ’s a lw a y s  p le n ty  "to  do in  a  to w n  even  n o w a d a y s. E ven  i f  th e - 
g en tlem e n  d escrib ed  a b ove  c a n n o t b e  en ticed  in  sp ite  o f e v e ry th in g  
b e in g  m a d e  e a sy  fo r  th e m , th e re  is  th e  la s t  ty p e  o f  r in g e r , th e  o ft  
d espised  en th u s ia s t. H e  w ill b e  th e re , w e t  o r  fin e, b l itz  o r  no b l itz ;  
th e r e  is  n o  n eed  to  w o rry  a b o u t  h im  o n ly  on one score.

I n  L o n d o n  (w h ere n o rm a lly  fo u r  so cie ties  v ie d  w ith  each  o th e r  fo r 
m em b ers’ su p p o rt), s e c r e ta r ie s  a n d  o fficials sh ou ld  b e a r  in  m in d  t h a t  
e n th u s ia s tic  r in g e rs  .w ill g o  to  w h a te v e r  m e e tin g s  a r e  b e in g  h e ld  an d  
m a y b e  se ve r th e ir  co n n ectio n  w ith  th o se  so cie ties  w h ich  do n o t h ave  
r e g u la r  m e e tin g s . I t  seem s im p e r a tiv e  to ih o ld  m e e tin g s , h o w e v e r few  
a tte n d , fo r  o th e rw ise  h ow  is o n e  to  k n o w  th a t  an  a sso ciation  is a liv e ?

E R IC  B . H A R T L E Y .
W e m b le y  P a r k , M id d lesex.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  G U IL D .
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p a g e  439.) 

a g re e d  w ith  th e  M a ste r  t h a t  th e y  w o u ld  * look  sm all ’ i f  th e y  d id  
n o t p u b lish  th e  re p o rt w h ile  th e  w a r  w a s  on. I f  th e y  p u t th e  m on ey 
in to  W a r  L o a n  in s te a d  o f  sp e n d in g  i t  th e y  w o u ld  b e  lo o k ed  upon a s  
h eroes. I f  th e y  w ish ed  to  do so th e y  could  h a v e  a ty p e d  co p y 
o f  th e  a c co u n ts  a n d  record s p la c e d  in  th e  h an d s o f  ea c h  d is tr ic t  se cre ­
ta r y . I t  w o u ld  be an  a d d itio n a l sa fe g u a r d  an d  th e  se cre ta r ie s  w o u ld  
h ave th e  d ocu m en ts to  r e fe r  to  a t .a n y  tim e  if  n ecessa ry .

T h e  m otion  .w a s  c a rr ie d  b y  35 vo te s  to  15.

A lfr e d  P ic k n e ll, one o f  th e  M a s te r ’s y o u n g  p u p ils  a t  N o rth  S to n e ­
h am , w a s  e lec ted  a  m em b er o f th e  G u ild .

T h is  con clu d ed  th e  business, a n d  te a  w a s serv ed  in th e  m e e tin "  
room .

A fte r w a r d s  th e  m em b ers a tte n d e d  ev en so n g  in  th e  C h o ir o f  th e  
C a th e d ra l a t  th e  sp o t w h ere  m a n y  S a x o n  k in g s  w ere  crow n ed . T h e 
h vm ns w ere  ‘ A ll  p eop le  t h a t  on  e a r th  do d w ell ’ an d  ‘ W e  lo ve  th e  
p lace. O  G o d .I  T h e  p re a c h e r  w a s C a n o n  B r a b a n t, w ho to o k  fo r  his 
te y t N u m b ers  x ., 7  a n d  8, a n d  sp o k e  o f th e  re lig io u s  a n d  n a tio n a l 
uses o f  bells, th e ir  c a ll to  th e  p eop le  an d  th e  o b lig a tio n s  o f  rin g ers.

S u b se q u e n tly  m a n y  o f  th e  r in g e rs  re tu rn e d  to  th e  m e e tin g  room  
and in d u lg e d  in  h a n d b e ll r in g in g , or w a tc h e d  i t  w ith  in te re st.

T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
YORKSH IRE AND PUDSEY.

Yorkshire Surprise retains the natural coursing order 
in the interior of the lead better than Cambridge does, 
since, as the bells hunt from back to front one has a run- 
through, followed by place-making, and the next place- 
making followed by a run-through, they reach the front 
in their proper order. This is more noticeable on the 
higher numbers, and m^kes Yorkshire Royal and Maxi­
mus better methods than Cambridge Royal and 
Maximus.

Yorkshire 5>. Pudsey S.
i 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 i 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
2 I 4 3 6 5 8 7 2 i 4 3 6 5 8 7
I 2 4 6 3 8 5 7 I 2 3 4 6 8 5 7
2 I 6 4 8i 3 7 5 -  2 I 4 3 8 6 7 5

2 6 i 4 3 8 5 7 2 4 1 8 3 6 5 7
6 2 4 i) 8 3 7 5 4 2 8 1 6 3 7 5
2 6 i 4 8 7 3 S 4 2 1 8 3 6 5 /
6 2 4 i 7 8 5 3 2 4 8 1 6 3 7 5

6 4 2 7 i 8 3 5 4 2 8 6 . 7 3 ■5
4 6 7 2 8 i 5 3 2 4 6 8 7 1 5 3
4 6 2 7 i 8 3 5 2 6 4 8 1 7 3 5
6 4 7 2 8 i 5 3 6 2 8 4 7 1 5 3

4 6 7 8 2 5 i 3 2 6 4 8 7 5 1 3
6 4 8 7 5 .2 3 i 6 2 8 4 5 7 3 1
6 8 4 *7 2 5 i 3 6 8 2 5 4 7 i 3
8 6 7 4 5 2 3 i 8 6 5 2 7 4 3 1

6 8 4 7 2 5 3 i 6 8 2 5 4 7 3 1
8 6 7 4 5 2 i 3 8 6 5 2 7 4 1 3
8 7 6 4 2 5 3 i * 8 5 6 7 2 4 3 1

7 8 4 6 5 2 i 3 5 8 7 6*4 2 1 3

8 7 4 5 6 I 2 3 8 5 6 7 4 1 2 3
7 8 5 4 i 6 3 2 5 8 7 6 1  4 3' 2
7 8 4 5 6 I 2 3 , 5 7 8 6 4 1 2 3
8 7 5 4 J 6 3 2 7 5 6 8 1 4 3 2

8 5 7 i 4 6 2 3 5 7 6 1 8 3 4 2
5 8 i 7 6 4 3 2 7 5 1 6 3 8 2 4
8 5 7 i 6 3 4 2 7 5 6 1 8 3 4 2
5 8 i 7 3 6 2 4 S / 1 6 3 8 2 4

5 i 8 7 6 3 4 2 5 I 7 3 6 8 4 2
i S' 7 8 3 6 2 H i 5 3 7 8 6 2 4
5 i 7 3 8 2 6 4 5 i 7 3 8 2 6 4
i 5 3 7 2 8 4 6 i 5 3 7 2 8 4 6.

i 5 7 3 8 2 6 4 i s 7 3 8 2 6 4
It will be seen by examination thftt, owing to the 

alternation of run-through and place-making a bell 
makes Court places round its after bell, and then imme­
diately the after bell makes Court places round the first. 
The-two bells are thus for a few .blows reversed in cours­
ing order. For instance, in the first half-lead above, the 
8th makes places round the 7th, and then the 7th makes 
places round the 8th. Earlier the 4th makes places round 
the 6th, and then the 6th makes second’s place over the 
4th.

In Yorkshire ̂ fajor you always work behind with your 
course bell and your after bell, never with any other.

(C o n tin u ed  on  n e x t  p a g e .)
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T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S
(C o n tin u ed  fro m  p re v io u s  p a g e .)

Two bells' come to the front temporarily reversed in 
coursing' order, but they lie still and regain their natural 
positions. From that point to the corresponding point in 
the second half-iead, the bells on the front are in natural 
coursing order.

Yorkshire has but one false course end, B .24365. The 
first section, which is the same as Cambridge, gives the 
same false course end, the sixth lead of one course being 
false against the fifth of the other, and the third lead 
false against the second. In the third section two cours­
ing bells lie still in 1-2, and that inevitably gives the 
same B false course end, the incidence of the falseness 
being 7-1. The second and fourth sections, where in 
Cambridge the falseness which causes so much trouble 
lies, have in Yorkshire a clear proof scale.

Thirty full natural courses are available for composi­
tion in Yorkshire, and there is a good deal of latitude 
as to which thirty may be used. So long as the bells 
in 5-6^ are not reversed there will be no internal false­
ness, and it is also possible to use many courses where 
those bells are reversed. If 23456 is used 24365 may 
not be included ; but there is no cause to exclude 32465 
if 34256 is not used or 43265 if 42356 is not used. 
Twenty-seven full courses are available without either 
the second or third in sixth’s place at a course end. As 
in Cambridge, the lead between the Middle and the 
Wrong from false courses may be used without fear of 
internal repetition.

In construction, Pudsey is very similar to Yorkshire, 
but in practice it is not nearly so good a method. It is 
useful for an occasional peal, but has no real claims to 
rank as a standard method. Below the treble it is 
exactly the same as Cambridge; above the treble it has 
the Cambridge Minor triangle of places.

The general plan is the same as Cambridge and York­
shire. All the bells have the Cambridge Treble Bob 
hunting (dodging when the treble hunts and hunting 
when the treble dodges), with the exception that the bell 
which courses in front of the treble as it goes up, and 
courses behind the treble as it goes down, has aq ordin­
ary Treble Bob hunting which is strictly parallel to that 
of the treble. Pudsey deviates from Cambridge above 
the treble as Yorkshire deviates from it below the treble.

The two kinds of hunting (the ordinary Treble Bob 
and the Cambridge Treble Bob) are reconciled in 
exactly the same way as in Yorkshire, with the excep­
tion that the two bells to be passed are met in reverse 
order. When a bell hunting down meets the bell in 
front of the treble before it has dodged, it has a run- 
through and then passes the • treble by making half a 
set of Cambridge places. When it meets the bell in 
front of the treble after it has dodged, it makes half a 
set of Cambridge places and then runs past the treble.

Hunting up a bellpasses the treble as in Cambridge, but 
half- a set of Cambridge-places is followed by a run-through 
and a run-through is followed by hatf a set of places. 
These rules should be compared with those of Yorkshire, 
and in both methods they are more easily seen and more 
practically useful on the higher numbers than on eight.

The work of Pudsey Major in detail is as follows. The 
bell next in front of the treble (the third in the first lead 
of the plain course) hunts up in ordinary Treble Bob

(C o n tin u ed  in  n e x t co lum n .)

N O T IC E S .
SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAF­

FORD.— Next meeting will be held at Codsall, on Satur­
day, September 13th. Meet in the belfry at 3 o’clock for 
handbell practice. Service in church at 4:45, with address 
by the Vicar: Cups of tea will be provided in the Parish 
Hall at 5.30. Bring your own victuals and sugar. Buses 
leave Queen Square, Wolverhampton, at 2 p.m. and 
every 20 minutes.— H. Knight.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, Sept. 13th, 
at the Bell Foundry, 32-34, Whitechapel Road, E .i, 
at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. —  Burton 
District.— The next meeting of this district will be held 
at Newhall on Saturday, Sept. 13th. Handbells in tower 
at 3.30. Service at 4.15 p.m. Tea at 5 p.m. A full tea 
M AY be provided at a moderate cost, but please take 
own sugar. Everyone cordially invited.— J. W . Cotton, 
Overseal, Burton-on-Trent.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Rochdale Branch. 
— Next meeting to be held at St. James’ Church, Miln- 
row, on Saturday, Sept. 13th. Tower and handbells will 
be available from 3 p.m. A good attendance requested. 
— Ivan Kay, Hon. Branch Sec.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Cawthorne on Saturday, Sept. 
13th. Handbells available in Parish Room 3 p.m. Tea 
at 5 p.m. All are welcome.— D. Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, 
Chapel Street, Shafton, near Barnsley.

SH R O P S H IR E  ASSOCI ATI O N .— Meeting at Coal- 
brookdale, Saturday, September 13th. Tower bells (silent) 
and handbells. Bring sandwiches.— W . A. Farmer, Hon. 
Sec.

G L O U C E S T E R  & B R ISTO L  D IO CESAN  ASSO ­
C IA TIO N .— Bristol City Branch.— The quarterly meeting 
will be held at the Haymarket Hotel on Saturday, Septem­
ber 13th. St. John’s peal of six (silent) and handbells 
available from 3 p.m. Tea and business meeting at 4.15. 
All welcome.—A. Tyler, Hon. Sec.?

OXFO RD  DIOCESAN GUILD.— Central Bucks 
Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Winslow 
on Saturday, September 13th. Silent bells and handbells 
from 2.45 p.m. Tea and meeting. All ringers welcome. 
— F. Gibbard, Hon. Sfec., 30, Horn Street, Winslow, 
Bletchley, Bucks.

S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
(C o n tin u e d  from p re v io u s  co lu m n .) 

fashion, makes sevenths under the treble when it lies 
behind, and then courses it down. It makes a 3-pull 
dodge in 3-4, and goes to the front. It is now doing 
the ‘ intermediate ’ work of Cambridge, and goes up to 
places in 5-6. It makes half a set of places (sixths and 
fifths and dodge with the treble) and then goes behind 
to a double and a single dodge. Hunting down, it runs 
past the bell in front of the treble, and makes places in 
3-4. It is again ringing Cambridge, and after Treble 
Bob work on the front runs past the treble in 4-5, and 
makes 5-6 places round the following bell. Behind it 
does a double and a single dodge, and comes down to 
the ordinary Treble Work Before of Cambridge. After 
making second’s place over the treble, it repeats the work 
in reverse order.

(T o  b e  co n tin u ed .) $
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SOCIETY OF ROYAL CUMBERLAND YOUTHS. 

— The annual general meeting will be held on September 
13th at 4 p.m. in the Vestry Hall at St. Martin-in-the- 
Fields. No provision for tea is being made this year. It 
is hoped as many members as possible will attend, as the 
new Vicar has promised to be present. Handbells will 
be available after completion of business.— G. W . Steer«, 
Hon. Sec. •

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Chertsey Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Chertsey on Saturday, 
Sept. 20th. Handbells from 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Tea in the Churchroom 5 p.m. Tea can be provided on 
receipt of a p.c. by Tuesday, Sept. 16th. The larger the 
attendance the more the officers will be pleased.— F. E. 
Hawthorne, Hon. Sec., 39, Queen’s Road, Thames 
Ditton.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON­
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— North and East District. 
-—Next meeting will be held at St. Matthew’s, Upper 
Clapton, on Saturday, September 20th. Handbells avail­
able 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Bring ypur 
own sugar. How many do you think will require tea, 
which will be held in the Mission Hall, Harrington Hill, 
Mount Pleasant Lane, E .5 .?— T. J. Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— The 
next meeting will be held at Uttoxetervon Saturday, Sep­
tember 20th, at 3 p.m. Handbells available. Short ser­
vice at 5 p.m. Will those requiring tea kindly notify Mr.
E. Roberts, 46, Ashbourne Road, Uttoxeter, Staffs, on 
or before September 16th.— Andrew Thompson, 63, 
Whitehouse Road, Cross Heath, Newcastle, Staffs.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AN D DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
T IO N .— Northern Branch.— Annual meeting at Clent 
(D .V.), Saturday, September 20th. Bells (8) available for 
silent practice from 3 p.m. Short service 4.45 p.m. Tea
5.30 p.m. Business meeting fpr election of officers, etc., 
to follow,‘ and usual evening arrangements. Outstanding 
subscriptions should be paid and reports obtained at this 
meeting.— Bernard C. Ashford, £ec., 9, Bowling Grefen 
Road, Stourbridge.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION— Fylde Branch.— A 
meeting will be held at St. Anne’s Parish Church on 
Saturday, September 20th. Business: Appointment of 
branch secretary in place of Mr. Sharpies, who is remov­
ing back to Oswaldtwistle in the near future. A good 
attendance is desired.— C. Sharpies, 35, Berwick Road, 
Blackpool.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Western Division. 
— The quarterly meeting will be held at Heptonstall on 
Saturday, September 20th. Ramblers meet at Hebden 
Bridge Trackless Terminus at 3 o ’clock for walk to Hep- 
tQnstall. Tea at Co-operative Cafe, Town Gate, at 4.30 
(2s. 3d.). Business meeting in schools at 5.30. Hand­
bells during the afternoon and evening. Subscriptions 
now due. All names for tea to reach me by Friday, 
September 19th,— Frank Rayment, GreenHill Road, 
Bramley, Leeds.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Guils- 
borough Branch. —  A meeting will be held at Long 
Buckby on Saturday, Sept. 20th. Bells (5) will be rung 
silent. Tea provided for those who notify me by Sept. 
16th.— C. Green, Hon. Sec., Murcatt, Long Buckby.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Annual meeting at 
Preston, Saturday, September 27th. Handbells in vestry 
and ringing room. Service at 4 p.m. Tea in school after 
at is-, gd. each to those only who send in their names to 
Mr. C. Crossthwaite, 114, Oxford Street, Preston, not 
later than Wednesday, the 24th. Meeting in the same 
school afterwards. W e hope as many as possible will 
try to attend.— W . H. Shuker and T. Wilson, Hon. Secs.

HERTFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Eastern Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Broxborne (8 bells, 
silent) on Saturday, September 27th, at 3 p.m. Handbells 
available. Tea at the Welcome Cafe, near, church. All 
are welcome. Please come.— A. Laurence, 6, W est Gold­
ings, Hatfield.

M IDDLESEX CO UNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON­
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— -South and West District. 
— A meeting will be held at Heston on Saturday, Septem­
ber 27th. Tea at the Westbrook Memorial Hall, is. 8d. 
per head, for which notice must be sent to Mr. H. C. 
Chandler, 44, New Heston Road, Hounslow, not lat^r 
than September 25th. Handbells available. Reports 
ready. Subscriptions due. A good attendance is hoped 
for.— J. E. Lewis Cockey, Hon. Dis. Sec., 16, St. 
Stephen’s Road, Ealing, W . 13.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— North-Eastern Division.—  
A district meeting will be held at Bradfield on Saturday, 
September 27th. Handbells available at 2.30 p.m., most 
probably in the Village Hall. Service at 4 p.m. Tea and 
business meeting in' the Village Hall. Owing, to catering 
difficulties, those intending to be present must bring their 
own teas for all meetings while the war lasts. This 
parish is clear of the defence =area, provided people travel 
via the Harwich Road from Colchester and enter Mistley 
end of the village. There is a good bus and rdll service. 
— Leslie Wright, Hon. Dis. See.

NO RW ICH  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— A meet­
ing will be held at Diss on Saturday, September 27th. 
Tower bells (silent), if possible, 2.15 p.m. Service 4 p.m. 
Tea at the Coffee Tavern 4.45 p.m. Please note change 
of date of meeting. Please write Albert G.. Harrison, 10, 
Mount Pleasant, Diss, about numbers for tea.— Rev. A. 
G. G. Thurlow, Gen. Sec., 52, The Close, Norwich.

U T I L I T A R I A N  C H U R C H E S
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p a g e  440.) 

been k n o w n , a n d  a t  P e te rb o ro u g h  th e re  is  a ch u rch  w h ich  is n o t  
allo w ed  to  h a v e  b ells  o w in g  to  a co n d ition  a tta c h e d  to  a le g a c y  a 
la d y  le ft . F in a lly , I  w a rn  th e  E x e rc ise  a g a in s t  a n o th e r  * s tu n t ’ w hich  
th e  e c cles ia stic a l a u th o r itie s  a re  l ik e ly  to  go  fo r , th a t  is th e  w e a k  
to w e r w ith  a s ta t io n a r y  h u n g  p ea l. N o t  o n ly  is th is  l ik e ly  to -b e  tr ie d  
in  n ew  to w ers, b u t i f  n o t ch eck ed  m a y  le a d ' to  som e o f o u r  o ld  p e a ls  
b e in g  h u n g  in th is  w a y . H ym n  tu n e s  p la y e d  on b e lls  a r e  m ore a n d  
m ore fin d in g  s y m p a th y  w ith  th e  p u b lic  ( I  m ust claim  a sn e a k in g  
lik in g  fo r th em  m y se lf), b u t th e  s ta t io n a r y  p e a l is n o t th e  o n ly  o n e  
w h ich , as th e  p u b lic  should  b e  e d u c a te d  to  k n o w , can  b e  used  fo r  th is  
p u rpose. B e fo re  th e  w a r  I  u sed  to  g o  to  th r e e  ch u rch es w ith  tu n e  
p la y in g  a p p a r a tu s  to  p ra c tise , b u t  th is  w a s o n ly  a sid e lin e , l ik e  h a n d ­
b ell tu n e  p la y in g . '  ‘ A N T I - S I L E N T .’

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FO R  N E W  C L O C K S , C H IM E  A D D IT IO N S , R EPAIR S  
O R  R E P A IN TIN G  O F  D IA LS .
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The Central Council Publications
T O f B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T < iF R E E e  

f r o m  t h e  ' 
Rew. E . S . P O W E L L , S t a v e r t o n  V lo a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

a. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble

Dominated Method*) ..................................  ..........................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and .

Double Oxford B o b ) .................................................................  ... 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS— Section H I. (Double Norwich) ... 9 
CORRIGENDAXEAFLET issued free with the above collection!
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS .................................. 1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE W IT H  S.P .A .B . ... ..................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN TH E CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ........... ................................................................................. 1*
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ........... 3

Cambridge Surprise M ajor ..................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Coqrt 3
Bristol Surprise M ajor .........../ ............  2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ..................  2
VARIATION  AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................... 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ................................................................................................ 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

' BOP E-SIGHT,’ It. lO d.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
oommencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2>. lO d.: second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
fire bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

' STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 8s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains -full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to  11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 

' T R E B L E  BOB,' Is. lO d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
• SURPRISE M ETHODS.' 2a. lOd. A  book by  the late Rev. 0 . D . P. 

Davies, M .A ., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list o f peals, 10 
diagrams, 186 pages.

All post free, on receipt o f postal order, from 
M i s s  M AR G A R E T E, SN O W D O N  
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s to n , La n o e

P U B L IC A T IO N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6£d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free.’ By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7Ad. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
at  a bell to the ringing and conducting o f  peals o f  Grandsire, 
Sted^aan, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection o f Compositions included.
Pries:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(t copiss for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper oovers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 / - ) .
O b tainable on ly  p o st frss fro m  Rev. E. S . POWELL, 

S tav erto n  V loapa£a, n ear Davantry.

‘THE WORLD'S BEST 6ELLR0PES *
NOTED FOR EAST HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
E st. 1 8 2 0  ■-■- ■-------a  Tel, * 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) L td .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O ra sr  y o u r  Ball R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rioes in crease , 
p re -w a r  q u a lity , and send  us y o u r  old  Bell Ropee  

fo r  rep a irs  w h ilst n ot in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND g 3 & ,  in Solid Silver

Diameter 2*in 2iin. 8*im. 3*in. 4in. 4*in. ^
P rioe  1 8 / e  .2 2 /6  2 8 /6  3 8 /8  4 2 /- 5 2 /6  8 7 /6  7 8 / 6

The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E .  R U S S E L L  and Optician

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of^many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  & S on s, M idland Clook W o rk s ,

« Derby, Ltd.
H ead Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

P r in te d  fo r  th e  P ro p r ie to r  b y  th e  W o o d b rid g e  P ress , L t d .,  G u ild ­
fo rd , an d  P u b lish e d  b y  th e  R o lls  H ou se P u b lis h in g  C o ., L t d .,  B ream s 
B u ild in g s , L o n d o n , E .C .4 .
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GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON L «
CROYDON

Founders of the 
H E A V IE S T  B ELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

in ‘
CANADA 

S. AFRICA 
NEW ZEALAND

r§>

Telephone  
T h o rn to n  Heath  3221-2-3  and 3120

L O N D O N  S O C IE T IE S .
Two meetings, each with its own special interest, took 

place iir London on Saturday. One was the annual 
meeting of the Royal Cumberland Youths and the other 
the fortnightly meeting of the Ancient Society of College 
Youths. These two old societies have subsisted side by 
side for something like two hundred years and have 
maintained a rivalry not always entirely friendly, but 
they carried on their activities through the days when 
ringing was gradually struggling upwards and they made 
London what it always has been, a centre in which the 
art has never flickered out— which can be said of very 
few other cities through the first half of last century. 
The two societies still hold to thg reciprocal hostility of 
wiping out from their rolls any member who 'is taken 
into the rival camp, which to us savours of the kind of 
spirit which prompts jealous children to say to their 
friends that if they join in with the boys next door, ‘ you 

j shan’t come and play in our yard.’ Both societies say 
it in their rules, so both are alike in this respect; but, in 
these days, as we have often said, we feel that the tradi­
tional ‘ enmity ’ which the rule indicates could well be 
eliminated- It never has kept apart members of good 
will, for they have found ways and means of ringing to­
gether despite the implied embargo. Nearly a hundred 
and twenty years ago St. James’ Society was founded 
for, it is said, the express purpose of encouraging ,the 
members of the two societies to ring peals together, and 
in the last fifty years, of course, they have rung tor 
gether in a couple of score of different associations and 
guilds. Neither society can claim all the talents, nor 
needs to, but the barrier which remains in the 'sacred 
name of tradition prevents them both at any rate from 
sharing any reflected glory which might come from the 
enrolment of many an honoured name.

Last Saturday one of the best known ringers ‘ crossed 
the Rubicon.’ He honours the College Youths by join­
ing their ranks, for he has done the Ancient Society a 
great and lasting service. "  Under- the existing rules, 
however, he is lost to the Royal Cumberlands, of which 
he was previously a member, apd in which he was hel̂ l 
in the highest esteem. Let it be granted that the return 
to the College Youths was made entirely voluntarily, this 
instance seems to us to provide an outstanding example 
of the inanity of the rule. If by reason of disagreement, 
a man desires to cut his connection with his society and 
go to' the opposite camp he can quite easily resign from. 
his original allegiance, but to compel a man to do so 
has never seemed to us to add anything to the prestige 
of the society which receives him. One could better 

(C o n tin u e d  on p a g e  446.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833). ;

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Mailers of many of the largest and most important Clocks 

in the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

‘ THE GUILDFORD GLOGK WORKS,’
B ankfield  Te rra c e , B urley, Leeds.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e r s , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e , 

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGERS BADGE,
Supplied as Stud 

Brooch or
for Buttonhole, 
Pendant

W ith name of your Association engraved 
— as Illustration, 

get. H A L L  M ARKED G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M A RKE D  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G IL T  O R W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/- 

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, S H U * "
Exact size 6 . P A R K  S T -> MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
■METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from * The Ringing World ’ Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

M a k e r to  St.. P a u l ’s  C a th e d ra l, W e stm in ste r  A b b e y , Im p e r ia l In s t i­
tu te , C a n te r b u r y , E d in b u rg h , S t .  A lb a n s , L in c o ln , D u rh a m , P e te r -  
bo i'ou gh , M elb o u rn e  (A u stra lia ), R o ch e ste r , D u b lin , S t .  P a t r ic k ’s, 

M a n ch ester, D u rb a n  a n d  W o rc e ste r  C a th e d ra ls , e tc ., etc .

understand the position if the rule laid it down that no 
man should be elected to one society if he had once been 
a member of the other, but even that would be a restric­
tion to be deprecated.

It is not unnatural that Mr. Trollope should feel he 
would like to be a member of the society for which he 
has done so "much. It is true that he has in the past 
been a critic of some of the society’s traditions and for 
that he has not been entirely forgiven in some quarters. 
But his criticism has been constructive and, as one 
speaker at the meeting at which he was elected put it, 
if he has knocked down some of the skittles in the 
Society’s alley he has put them up again on a surer 
foundation. -It would, however, have been a far finer 
compliment to Mr. Trollope* if he could have been elected 
to the College-Youths without being automatically thrust 
out of the other old society. The spirit that requires it 
is all wrong. To the historians of ringing no society 
owes so much as do the College Youths to Mr. Trollope. 
His book on the history .of the society was the result 
of years of painstaking research, but his work would 
probably never have seen publication except for the in­
cidence of the Society’s Tercentenary in 1937 . He has 
the material for an equally interesting volume on the 
Royal Cumberlands, for which they would be likewise 
indebted to him if it were published. But because of 
the rules in their books wTitch says that a member join­
ing the College Youths automatically ceases to remain 
a Cumberland he can no longer retain that membership. 
Why is such a rule necessary? W e have never yet 
heard the answer except on the ground of 1 tradition.’ 
Traditions, it is said, die hard. Mr. Trollope, in his 
book on the College Youths, killed a good many. It is 
time someone killed this one.

H A N D B E L L  P E A L S .
P U D S E Y , Y O R K S H I R E .

T H E  Y O R K S H I R E  A S S O C IA T I O N .

Oh Wednesday, September 10, 1941, in  Tw o H ours and Twelve M inutes,
A t  9 , P b m b r o k b  R o a d ,

A PEAL O F  BOB M AJOR, 5066 C H A N G E t|
L ie u t . M iss  L .  K .  B o w l in g , W il l ia m  B a r t o n  . . .  . . .  5-6

M .T .S ........................................... 1-2 ‘ D r iv e r  E d w in  A . C r a c k n e l l ,
P e r c y  J. J o h n s o n  .............  3-4 R .A .S .C .....................................  7-8

C om posed b y  J. R . P r i t c h a r d .  C onducted b y  W i l l i a m  B a r t o n .  
Attested b y  John A m b le r .

*  F ir s t  p e a l on h a n d b ells . S p e c ia lly  a r ra n g e d  fo r th e  r in g e r  o f 7-8, 
w h o  h a ils  fro m  B u x h a ll, S u ffo lk .

S I T T I N G B O U R N E , K E N T .
T H E  K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T I O N .

Oh Thursday, September 11, 1941 , in T w o H ours and T h irty Minutes,
A t  35 , W o o d stoc k  R o a d ,

A PEAL O F  G R A N D S IR E  T R I P L E S ,  SOM C H A N G E Si 
P a r k e r ’ s T w e l v b - p a r t  (7th observation). Tenor size 16 in B  flat.

•Jam e s  S . W e b b .......................  1-2 I Jo h n  E . S p ic e  .......................  5 ^
B e t t y  S p icb  .......................  3-4 | fW ALTBR H . D o b b i e .............. 7< %

Conducted b y  W . H . D o b b ib .
*  F ir s t  p e a l on e ig h t  b e lls , t  F ir s t  p e a l on h a n d b ells .

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

A  P E A L  IN  T A P E S T R Y .
T h e re  w a s  e x h ib ite d  a t  th e  m e e tin g  o f th e  R o y a l C u m b e rla n d  Y o u th s  

oh S a tu r d a y  a p iece  o f ta p e s tr y  w o rk  w h ich  m u s t b e  u n iq u e . I t  re p re ­
sen ted  a  co m p le te  p e a l o f G ra n d sire  T r ip le s  w o rk e d  in  co lo u red  w ools, 
a  d iffe re n t co lou r fo r  e a c h  b e ll, th e  tr e b le  fo llo w in g  th e  e x a m p le  o f  
‘ S ta n d a r d  M e th o d s ,’ b e in g  in  red .

I t  is  so m e th in g  o v e r  seven  fe e t  lo n g  a n d  ea ch  o f  th e  tw e lv e  p a rts  
fo rm e d  a m ed le y  o f  colou r ru n n in g  fro m  en d  to  en d , w ith  a  n e u tr a l 
b a n d  to  fo rm  a  b o rd er a n d  d iv id e  i t  fro m  th e  n e x t  p a r t . T h e  course 
o f  a n y  b e ll ca n  b e  tr a c e d  w ith  a c c u r a c y  a n d  d istin c tn e ss , a n d  -the 
w h o le  p ie ce  o f  w o rk  is  a m o n u m en t o f c a re  a n d  p a tien ce .

A t  th e  sam e tim e  w ere  show n s im ila r ly  co lo u red  d ia g ra m s  o f  o th e r 
m e th o d s  in  p la in  courses, in c lu d in g  on e in  a S u r p rise  m eth o d . T h e  
ta p e s tr y  is the work o f Mr. Henderson and wa6 much admired.
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M R . W .  H .  F U S S E L L .
R E C O L L E C T IO N S  O F A LO N G  L IF E .

L a s t  T u e s d a y , M r. W illia m  H . F u sse ll, o f  S lo u g h , c e le b ra te d  his 
e ig h t ie th  b ir th d a y , a n d  re c e iv e d  th e  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  o f m a n y  o f  his 
fr ien d s.

N o  n a m e  is b e t te r  k n o w n  in  th e  E x e rc ise  th a n  t h a t  o f  M r. F u sse ll, 
w hose r in g in g  ca re e r  e x te n d s  o ver so m e th in g  lik e  65 y e a rs . In d eed, 
h e w a s  e le c te d  a  m em b er o f  th e  R o y a l C u m b e rla n d  Y o u th s  on th e  
d a y  a f t e r  h is  tw e n tie th  b ir th d a y , w h en  an  a t te m p t  w a s  m a d e  fo r  a 
b ir th d a y  p e a l in  his honou r a t  S t . G ile s ’ -in-the-I^ elds, b u t  w a s lost 
a f t e r  tw o  hours.

M r. F u sse ll is  o n e  o f th e  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  fe w  r in g e rs  w h o  lm ve scored  
o v e r  1,000 p ea ls . H e  re a c h e d  fo u r  figu res ju s t  b e fo re  his se ve n ty - 
th ird  b ir th d a y , w h ich  he 
sp e n t a t  sea , on th e  th ird  
d a y  o f th e  m em o ra b le  
jo u rn e v  to  A u s tr a lia . T h is  
w a s  th e  g r e a te s t  o f  th e  
n u m erou s to u rs  w h ich  he 
h as o rg a n ise d , fo r he h as 
‘  co n d u cted  ’ p a r t ie s  on 
v is its  to  a lm o st e v e r y  c o r : 
n e r  o f  th e  c o u n try . In  th is  
co n n ectio n  i t  m a y  be 
a d d e d  t h a t  M r. F u sse ll is 
th e  o n ly  m a n  w ho has 
ru n g  a p e a l in  e v e ry  
c o u n ty  in  E n g la n d  and 
W a les . H e  h as been  asso­
c ia te d  w ith  m a n y  fam o u s 
r in g e rs  d u rin g  his lo n g  
b e l fr y  c a re e r  a n d  a t  our 
re q u e st he h as p en n ed  th e  
fo llo w in g  rec o lle c tio n s  o f 
h is e a r ly  r in g in g  d ays..

T h e  n am e o f  th e  a n c ie n t 
S o u th  B u c k s  p a rish  in 
w h ic h  I  w a s born , he 
w rite s , no lo n g e r ex ists .
I t  h as b een  sw a llo w ed  
u p  w ith  a la r g e  s lice  o f 
som e h alf-d o zen  a d jo in in g  
p arish es  b y  th e  B o ro u g h  o f 
S lo u g h , re c e n tly  g ra n te d  
its  C h a r te r  o f In c o rp o ra ­
tio n . I  s til l  fe e l a n  a ffec­
tio n  fo r  m y  lo s t p a rish  of 
U p to n -c u m -C h a lv e y .

S a in t  M a r y ’s C h u rch , 
e re c te d  in  1857, w a s d e d i­
c a te d  b y  th e  B ish op  o f  MR. W. H. FUSSELL.
L in c o ln , in  w h ich  d iocese
w e w e re  th e n  in c lu d e d . I t  w a s  m y ‘ h a p p y  hom e ’ as  soon as  I  could 
io d d le , a n d  w as b u ilt  to  p e rm it th e  V ic to r ia n  v a n d a ls  o f a ce n tu ry  
ag o  to  re m o ve  th e  m o th e r  ch u rch  o f  S t .  L a w re n c e , th en  in  ru iiis , and  
its  se t o f fo u r  o ld  b ells .

M y a c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  th e  b e lfr y  b e g a n  in  th e  e a r ly  w in te r  o f 1875, 
w h en  w ith  fo u r  o th e r  U p to n  sch o o lb o ys w e  w ere  ‘ p ic k in g  u p  sid es * 
fo r  o u r b la c k -o u t sp o rts  in  C h u rc h  S tr e e t— th e re  w as no p u b lic  lig h tin g  
in th e  to w n  a t  t h a t  tim e . M y b ro th e r  an d  th e  fo re m a n  o f  th e  to w er, 
Mr-. W . L e a d e r , w ere  p a ss in g  to w a rd s  tlie  ch u rch , i t  b e in g  T h u rsd a y , 
th e  u su a l p ra c tic e  n ig lit . W e b o y s  w ere  ask ed  if  w e w o u ld  lik e  io  
w a te h  th e  .r in g e rs . F o u r  o f  us ac ce p te d  th e  in v ita tio n  an d  b ec a m e 
re g u la r  ‘ ch im ers ’ a f t e r  m uch ‘ w a tc h in g .’ T h e  local tea m  w ere  a ll 
h a rd -w o rk in g  resid en ts , v e r y  p u n c tu a l a t  p r a c tic e  a n d  r e g u la r  in  th e ir  
ca ll-ch a n g es, b u t b y  1878 I w as th e  o n ly  su rv ivo r  o f th e  fo u r  la d s  a n d  
h ad  th en  b ecom e a  fu ll  m em b er o f  th e  4 s c r o o f.’ I  h a v e  h elp ed  w ith  
m u ffled  p e a ls  fo r  all th e  o ld  h an d s dow n to  1886, w h en  th e  six  bells 
w ere  in c re a se d  to  e ig h t , a n d  th e re  is a  sh o rt p erson a l h is to ry  a tta c h e d  
to  each  m an  m ore s u ita b le  fo r  a C h ris tm a s  issue.

T h e  y e a r  1875 o n w a rd s  sa w  a  lo n g  s tr u g g le  b etw een  th e  a d v o ca te s  
o f  se t-c h a n g e s  'a n d  h a lf-p u ll r in g in g . T h e  S lo u g h  m en h ad  m ad e a 
re p u ta tio n  am o n g  t4ie n e ig h b o u rin g  to w ers, such as L a n g le y , W ra y s- 
b u ry , H o rto n , B u rn h a m  a n d  C le w e r w ith  five  b e lls  each , an d  H u rst, 
W a r g r a v e , B ea co n sfie ld , S to k e  P o g es, B r a y , C o ok h am , E g h a m  and Old 
W in d so r,' s ix  b ells  each . T h e  S lo u g h  m en  h ad  th e  honou r o f  b e in g  
ask ed  to  open  th e  F a r n h a m  R o y a l b ells  a t  W h itsu n , 1877.

O u r fo rem a n  used to c a r r y  a ro ll o f  s to u t p a p e r  w ith  th e  co u rse  o f 
G ra n d sire  in la r g e  fig u res  on it . T h is  w a s p laced  o v e f  th e  b a ck  o f a 
ch a ir  w hen  he c a lle d  each  ch a n g e  r in g in g  tn e  tr e b le . B y  th is  m ean s 
he q u ic k ly  le a r n t to  h u n t th e  tr e b le  in  D o u b le  a n d  M in o r. S e v e ra l 
o th ers  th en  fo llo w ed  s u it, h e lp ed  b y  J o h n  S te e l, o f L a n g le y , w ho h ad  
tr ie d  a  li t t le  a t  Is le w o rth , a n d  R . F la x m a n  fro m  F a r n h a m  R o y a l, w ho 
cam e to  resid e  in  S lou g h .

T h e, W e s t  M id d lesex  A sso cia tio n  w a s  fo u n d ed  in  1874. I  g a v e  them  
th e  ce rtific a te  o f  m em b ersh ip , a co p y o f w h ich  is n o w  in Is lew o rtli

# b e lfr y . B a ro n , fro m  W a te r lo o  R o a d , L on d on , w as th e  in stru c to r  to  
th e  a ffilia ted  to w ers— H illin g d o n , A cto n , E a lin g , S lo u g h  and Is le w o rth  
in 1879-82. I t  w as e n tir e ly  d u e to  th e  effo rts  o f  th e  R e v . C . M a y o , o f 

(C o n tin u ed  in  n e x t  co lum n .)

S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .
L E W E S  T O W E R  N O W  F I R E - W A T C H I N G  H E A D Q U A R T E R S .

T h e  b e lfr y  o f  S o u th o v e r, L ew es, w a s  s e le c te d  fo r  la s t  S a tu r d a y ’ s 
m e e tin g  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  D iv is io n  o f th e  S u ssex  C o u n ty  A sso ciation , 
an d  a v e ry  g r e a t  w elco m e w a s re c e ive d  fro m  th e  R e c to r"a n d  th e  local * 
r in g e rs , w ho h a d  done e v e r y th in g  p ossib le  to  m a k e  th e  g a th e r in g  a 
success. T h e  to w e rk e e p e r, M r. G . P . E lp h ic k , h ad  go n e to  co n sid era b le  
tro u b le  in re m o vin g  th e  c la p p e rs  o f  th e  fr o n t  six  oells  an d  in sta llin g  
an  e x p e rim e n ta l s ile n t a p p a ra tu s . T h e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  h a n d lin g  a bell- 
ro p e  once m ore w a s  g r e a t ly  a p p re c ia te d , d e sp ite  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  
c u sto m a ry  sou nd  o f th e  to w e r b e lls  w a s  la c k in g . A f t e r  18 m onths, 
p ra c tic e  on r in g in g  b e lls  ca m e as  a  d is tin c t n o v e lty , b u t i t  w a s a p ­
p a r e n t t h a t  th e  a r t  h a d  ‘n o t  su ffered  g r e a t ly  in  th e  in te r v a l.

A n o th e r  c ircu m sta n ce  w h ich  re m in d e d  o n e  o f  ch a n g in g  tim e s w a? 
th e  u n u su a l to w e r ^furnishings, w h ic h  in c lu d e d  a rm c h a irs  a n d  a t le a s t 
one b ed . A t first i t  seem ed t h a t  th e  L e w e s r in g e rs  h a d  s e tt le d  dow n 
in co m fo rt to  a w a it  th e  li f t in g  o f  th e  b a n  w itli w h a t p a tie n ce  th e y  
co u ld  co m m an d , b u t  th e  m ore p ro sa ic  e x p la n a tio n  is t h a t  th e  b e lfr y  
is used  as  th e  ftre w a tch in g  h e a d q u a rte rs , a n d  th e  p egs w h ich  in  h a p p ie r 
d a y s  h a d  acco m m od a ted  th e  co a ts  o f fa m o u s p eal r in s e r s  n o w  c a rry  an 
im p ressive  a r r a y  o f s te e l h elm ets. O ne in n o va tio n  w h ich  m a y  w eil be 
re ta in e d  is  th e  te lep h o n e, so t h a t  w h en  th e  n e x t  p e a l is ru n g  a n y  
e x p e r t  a u d ito r  m a y  ca ll up  th e  co n d u c to r a n d  p oint o u t  t h a t  ‘ 3-4 -  
h ave  ju s t  c h a n g e d  co u rse, so w h a t a b o u t  i t ? ’

R in g in g  on th e  to w er b e lls  ra n g e d  fro m  G ra n d sir e  D o u b les  to  C a m ­
b rid g e  M in or, a n d  on th e  h a n d b e lls  u p  to  S te d m a n  C a te rs . T w e n ty  
r in g e rs  w ere  p resen t fro m  S t . P e t e r ’ s an d  th e  G o o d  S h ep h erd , 
B r ig h to n , C h id d in g ly , L e w e s ; a n d  A ll  Sain ts*, O x fo rd , w as rep resen ted  
b y  M iss M a rie  C ross.

A n ex ce lle n t te a  w a s  p rov id ed  b y  th e  in v ita tio n  o f an  an o n ym ou s 
d onor, a n d  th e  r in g e rs  a r e  in d e b te d  b oth  fo r  th is  g e n e ro s ity  an d  to  
th e  la d ies  w h o  g a v e  th e ir  se rv ice s  in  w a it in g  a t  th e  ta b le s . A  h e a r ty  
v o te  o f th a n k s  w a s  g iv e n  to  th e m , and  a lso  to  th e  R e c to r  fo r his 
k in d n ess  in g i t in g  th e  r in g e rs  th e  use o f th e  b ells .

V e r y  li t t le  bu sin ess h a d  to  He tr a n sa c te d , th e  m ain  item  b ein g  th e  
tim e an d  p la c e  o f  th e  n e x t m e e tin g . A fte r  discussion i t  w a s  decided, 
o w in g  to  th e  co m in g  d a r k  even in gs, n o t to  h o ld  a n o th e r  m e e tin g  u n til 
th e  second w eek  in  F e b r u a r y , le a v in g  th e  p la c e  to  b e  a rra n g e d  b v  th e  
s e c r e ta r y  acco rd in g  to  circu m sta n ces .

L O S S E S  A N D  G A IN S .
(C o n tin u e d  from  p re v io u s  co lu m n .)

S t . A n d re w ’s , H illin g d o n , in 1875-6 t h a t  S lo u g h  jo in e d  th e  asso ciation , 
som e o f  o u r  m en g o in g  ‘ up  lin e  * to  th o se  to w ers  fo r  p ra c tic e . In  
th is  co n n ectio n  I w ould  lik e  to m en tio n  t h a t  th e  p e a l a t  E a lin g  in 
A u g u s t, 1882, w a s  n o t m y first, b u t  th e  first b y  M essrs. P a r k e r  and 
B a sd en , fo r  w hom  it  w a s  a r ra n g e d .

A t W h itsu n , 1877, th e re  w a s  g r e a t  re jo ic in g s  a t  F a r n h a m  R o y a l 
a f t e r  th e  to w e r h ad  been  re b u ilt  and  th e  six  b ells  p a r t ly  re c a st. A  
la r g e  m arq u e e  w a s  e re c te d  in an  a d jo in in g  m ead o w  a n d  a  g r e a t  
lu n ch eon  sp re a d  fo r  a l l g u e sts  a f t e r  a  sp e c ia l serv ice  in  th e  ch u rch . 
C le r g y  a n d  r in g e rs  fro m  B o y n e  H ill, B u r n h a m , H illin g d o n , A m er- 
s lia m , S to k e  P o g e s  an d  S lo u g h  a tte n d e d .

S p eech es  r e fe rr e d  to  m a tte rs  a p p e a r in g  in  ‘ C h u rch  B e lls  ’ : w o rk s 
on c h a n g e  r in g in g  b y  B a n is te r , T r o y te , volu m es on th e  archaeology 
o f  b e lls  b y  E lla co m b e , L e s tr a n g e  a n d  D r . R a v e n  h ad  becom e k n o w n : 
th e  co u n ties  o f L a n c a sh ire  an d  D evo n  h ad  fo rm e d  asso cia tio n s  o f 
b e llr in g e rs . T iie  V ic to r ia n  re fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  c le r g y  an d  th e  C h u rch  
w as s p re a d in g  fro m  th e  ch a n cel to  th e  to w er.

Jo sep h  P a r k e r  had le a rn e d  to  r in g  a b e ll a t  his n a t iv e  ch u rch , 
H o rto n , w h en  h e  se tt le d  in  F a r n h a m  th e  b e lls  h ad  n o t b een  ru n g  
fo r y e a rs . R e c to r  M a rsh a ll en co u ra g e d  h im  to  tr a in  y o u n g e r  m en, as 
m ost o f  th e  o ld  h an d s h ad  lo st to u c h .

A t  M a id en h ea d , M r. E d w in  R o g e rs  w a s th e  s e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  A sso cia ­
tion  fo r  Berk's a n d  B u c k s  to w ers, in s titu te d  a t  - W n itsu n tid e , 1878.
H e re c e ive d  en co u ra g e m e n t fro m  th e  R e v . D ru m m o n d  an d  M r. R . 
S m ith , fo rm e rly  o f  th e  D o c k y a rd  b an d  a t  P ly m o u th . O u r lis t o f  
m em b ers w a s  w r itte n  on a  sh e e t o f  fo o lsca p  a n d  h u n g  in  th e  b e lfry , 
th e  fe e  o f 2s. a  y e a r  b e in g  m a rk e d  op p osite  each  n a m e  w h en  p a id .
T h e  first a n n u a l m e e tin g  w a s  "held at A ll S a in ts ’ , B o y n e  H ill, 1879, 
w hen  ru les w e re  ad o p te d , a s e c r e ta r y  an d  tr e a s u re r  a p p o in te d , a n d  a 
sm a rt p r in te d  c irc u la r  d ra w n  u p  fo r  c ircu la tio n  th ro u g h  th is  p a r t  o f 
th e  tw o  co u n ties— E a st B e r k s  a n d  S o u th  B u c k s . T h e  R e v . F . E . 
R obin son  w a s  p resen t an d  g a v e  th e  m e e tin g  an d  th e  a sso ciation  his 
b lessin g . I  s til l  possess m y  r e c e ip t o f  m em b ersh ip .

S ix t y  y e a rs  a g o  la s t J a n u a r y  th e  O x fo rd  D iocesan  G u ild  w a s fo u n d ed , 
a n d , so fa r , no  re fe re n c e  has been  m ad e in  y o u r  co lu m n s to  rem in d  
th e  G u ild . I  r e g r e t  I  cou ld  not v is it  C a n o n  C o ie rid g e  a t  C ro w th o rn e  
re c e n tly  an d  p rod u ce m y  o rig in a l re c e ip t s ign ed  b y  h im . M y first p e a l 
w a s  N o . 5  b y  th e  G u ild , ru n g  a t  B ic e ste r  a t E a s te r , 1882, a f t e r  w a lk ­
in g  fro m  R e a d in g  to O x fo rd . M y »ju b ile e  o f  th is  p e rfo rm a n ce  w as 
r u n g  in  th e  sam e to w e r— L on d on  S u rp rise  M a jo r— b u t th e  o ld  e ig h t 
belffe h ad  been  re p la ce d  b y  n ew  ones.

S in c e  s ta r t in g  th is  effusion I  h ave  been  m ad e a w a r e  o f se v e ra l losses, 
th e  sure, p e n a lty  o f a d v a n c in g  y e a rs . I  h a v e  lo st m y n a tiv e  p a rish  
and  g a in e d  a b o ro u gh . L o st m y  o ld  p a rish  ch u rch  an d  been  p re ­
se n te d  w ith  a  n ew  on e. L o st m y  r in g  o f  six  b e lls  a n d  g iv e n  a n ew  
o cta v e . L o s t  th e  o ld  m en o f  th e  b e lfr y  an d  g iv e n  a n ew  g e n e ra tio n .
M y  e a r lie s t r in g in g  so cieties  h ave  been  sw a llo w ed  u p  b y ’ co u n ty  and 
d iocesan  g u ild s. W h a t is  to  b e  th e  n ext lo ss?

N
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T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL .
(C o n tin u e d  fr o m  p a g e  437.)

POINTS FOR PEALS,
In his article in “  The Bell News ”  on points for peals 

R. A. Daniell had quite a good debating case, though he 
largely spoilt it by overstatement. In the previous year, 
1906, the Middlesex Association headed the table with 
2,198  points, the'College Youths were eleventh with 590 
points, the Cumberlands eighteenth, with 450 points, 
and the London County Association twentieth with 407 
points. Did these figures in any way show a fair com­
parison between the state of ringing in London and in 
the towns and villages of Middlesex outside the London 
boundary? The position of the Middlesex Association 
was entirely due to one very active and highly skilled 
band, most of the members of which were not Middlesex 
men. William Pye had put that association at the top 
of the Analysis in 1906 ; in another year he could, if the 
£ancy took him*. put any other society at the top. ‘ I 
conceive it to be no part of the objects for which 
the Middlesex Association exists to encourage exotic 
persons to ring peals for it in the towers of another 
county and diocese, in selfish disregard of the feelings of 
the resident change ringers, and I think points so gained 
are a most- discreditable acquisition. A position so 
gained amounts to a scandal. The common sense and 
dignity of the ^Exercise demand the utter abolition of 
this wretched system.’

In more temperate language Canon Papillon, Edwin 
Barnett, Joseph J. Parker, and others, mentioned the 
objections to points, and one or two defended them.

This correspondence did a lot to undermine the regard 
for points for peals, though country ringers were very 
much inclined to discount opinions which quite obviously 
had their origin in local rivalries and disputes. For a 
long time the feeling was that attempts should be made 
to remove anomalies rather than that the whole system 
should be scrapped. Every now and then proposals 
were made to amend the points allotted. The Yorkshire- 
men, led by George Bolland, wanted to have fuller recog­
nition of the merits of six-bell methods with what were 
called * broken leads.’ It was because these demands 
could not be met fairly that the whole thing ultimately 
broke down. Several attempts were made. In 1911 the 
Peal Values Committee, then consisting of Dr. Carpen­
ter, John Carter, Henry Dains and C. D. P. Davies, pro­
duced a very carefully thought-out schedule, which was 
debated at Leicester, and not givhig universal satisfac- 

, tion, was referred back for further consideration. At 
the next meeting the work of the committee was trans­
ferred to the Analysis Committee. They did their best 
to deal with the very difficult question, but in 1913 they 
reported that points, and especially points for Minor 
methods, had got beyond them, and therefore they were 
printing the Analysis alphabetically. That really ended 
the whole thing,*for points which did not give prece­
dence were meaningless. v ■ 

The Great W ar altered men’s opinions on most sub­
jects, and, the'increase in the number of methods rung 
made any comparison between them increasingly diffi­
cult. Points were still occasionally debated at Council 
meetings, but interest in them almost entirely died out.

* At Chester in 1925, when some question affecting them 
came up, Law James, who throughout had been con­
sistent in his opposition, rather abruptly got up and

% y

moved that the whole thing should be dropped. Mr. C.
T. Coles seconded, and it; was carried by a large majority 
and an evident feeling of relief that a troublesome and 
useless matter was at last got rid of.

It is quite clear to us now that no system of points for 
peals could be a success, and any suggestion of intro­
ducing such a thing would be laughed at as preposterous; 
but the attempt to do so was an interesting and instruc­
tive phase in the history of the Exercise. It was an at­
tempt to systematise the sporting elements in change ring­
ing in the same way that contemporary cricket and foot­
ball were being systematised by the formation of leagues 
with their tables. The criticism which talked about 
‘ lowering ’ ringing to the level of a sport was hollow and 
to some extent insincere; the real difficulty was that com­
petition in peal ringing is not directly between two 
equally matched bands, as it is in cricket and football, 
and no perfectly fair system of points could be found.

Such a thing would have been possible in London in 
the eighteenth century when societies were small and ex­
clusive bodies consisting of one band only, when all had 
roughly the same opportunities, and when few methods 
were rung. It would have been possible in the nine­
teenth century, under the conditions which obtained at 
prize-ringing meetings. It was possible sixty years ago 
in Sussex. But the constitution of the great territorial 
associations, the very diverse conditions under which 
peals are rung, and the great increase in the number of 
methods introduced complications which make any fair 
comparison of the peal-ringing activities of the associa­
tions impossible.

Two of the original members of the Analysis Commit­
tee, Mr. Charles E. Borrett and Mr. Joseph jGriffin, in 
addition to myself, are happily still alive. The fourth,
A. T. King, died in 1922.

Arthur T. King was born on September 30th, 1845, in 
the Cathedral Close at Salisbury," where his father was a 
canon of the Cathedral. He was educated at Winchester, 
and in 1864 joined the Civil Service in the National 
Debt.Office, in which he occupied positions of increasing 1 
importance until he became chief clerk. In 1903 he' was 
made a Companion of the Imperial Service Order, and in 
1910 he retired.

He learned to handle a bell as a boy, and gained some 
acquaintance with ringing at Worstead in Norfolk, where 
his uncle, Canon King, was vicar; but not until 1893 
did he really take an active interest in bell ringing. In 
that year the bells at Chipping Barnet, where he lived, 
were recast, and he became a member of the local band.

Arthur King very quickly became one of. the most in­
fluential men in the Middlesex Exercise, and in judging 
him and the things he tried to do, it is important to 
realise what were the main springs of his action. He 
was first and last a great Churchman. His devotion to 
the interests of the Church was the ultimate cause and. 
justification for what he did in ringing, though as an 
Englishman and a layman he did not wear his heart upon 
his sleeve nor parade his religious convictions.

In all, he rang about 130 peals, but he had no par­
ticular pretensions to be an expert ringer. Neither did 
he take much interest in the theoretic side of the art.
It was to the organisation of the Exercise that he de­
voted his time and his talents, and there he did much 
good, though he did not realise his full"hopes, and his • 
action and intentions met with a good deal of misunder­
standing and misrepresentation.
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In many ways he was a very big man— big in stature, 

and big in vision and in his aims. In his younger days 
he had distinguished himself as an athlete ard a swimmer.

Soon after he became actively connected with 'ringers, 
he set himself the task of doing something to improve 
the general state of the art in the metropolitan area. 
Throughout the country the Exercise had in compara­
tively recent years been organised into diocesan and 
county associations which had abundantly proved their 
value in bettering the status of ringers, the art of change 
ringing, and the relations between ringers and the clergy. 
Only in London was there no such organisation, and 
King’s object was to form one. As a beginning, in 1897 
he founded the Middlesex County Association by amalga­
mating the two small societies which had divided between 
them the county outside the London boundaries; and to 
foster the art of change ringing, and to enable the new 
association to take its place On terms of equality with 
older societies, he formed, with the assistance of William 
Pye, a peal ringing band, which for some years was the 
most active and successful in the country.

In these activities it was inevitable that he should en­
counter1 opposition and come into conflict with vested in­
terests ; for while he represented the new spirit and the 
new ideas which had done so much for the Exercise, on 
the other side there were the traditions which had come 
down from the past, and the ideas which had not only 
created the art of change ringing, but had developed it 
and preserved it through a critical period.
, Thp most active and voluble of King’s opponents was 

R. A. Daniell, who induced the St. James’ Society to 
alter its name and to claim the status of a territorial 
'association, not because he thought a territorial associa­
tion was a good or a workable thing for London, but so 

_________

it might act as a barrier against ‘ encroachments ’ on 
the rights of the two old societies. Daniell was largely 
actuated by a shallow sentimentality, and in breadth of 
vision and in ability was a lesser man than King.

To the man who studies the history of ringing and is 
not influenced by personal factors, the whole episode is 
an interesting and instructive stage in the development of 
the London Exercise, but as it does not immediately con­
cern the story of the Central Council, I may not enlarge 
on it now. I was, however, the ignorant means of 
bringing before the Council one of the things which 
caused the greatest amount of dispute and ill-feeling.

It was part of Sir Arthur Heywood’s policy to have 
debates on various matters of general interest, and at 
one early session he decided that steeple-keepers would 
be a good subject to talk about. He asked me to open 
the debate. I knew very little about the matter and con­
fined myself to raising a few points on which I thought 
the members .would express opinions. One was whether 
visiting bands should pay a fee and what ’the amount 
should be. There had been for long (in London) a cus­
tom of paying twopence a ^head, and there had been at­
tempts to Extend the custom to the country which had 
been strongly resented. The assertions had been made 
that King secured access to belfries for peal ringing' by 
paying more money to the steeple-keepers than ordinary 
bands could afford, and so unfairly securing preferential 
treatment. He, not unnaturally in the circumstances, 
thought I was speaking as the mouthpiece of the Cpllege 
Youths, and criticising him and his association, and he 
strongly and warmly justified what he had done.

Arthur T . King represented the Middlesex County 
Association on the Council from 1900 to 1920, and was 
an honorary member from 1921 until his death.

LOUGHBOROUGH

T H E

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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B E L F R Y  G O S S IP .
W e  u n d e rsta n d  th a t  M r. F re d  W . B r in k lo w  h a s  h a d  to  go  in to  

h o sp ita l fo r  a n  o p e ra tio n  to  his eyes. M r. B r in k lo w  is  on e o f  tlie  
b a n d  wlfo m a d e  h isto ry  a t  B u sh e y  b y  r in g in g  p e a ls  o f  S p lic e d  S u rp rise  
M a jo r.

T h e  d e a th  h as o ccu rred  a t  G re e n  P o in t, S o u th  A fr ic a , o f  M r. L . 
G re e n . M r. G reen  le f t  E n g la n d  52 y e a r s  ag o , b u t  w a s  so in te r e s te d  in  
r in g in g  t h a t  th ro u g h o u t th e  w h o le  o f  t h a t  t im e  h e  fo llo w e d  th e  
a c tiv it ie s  o f th e  E x erc ise  th ro u g h  th e  r in g in g  p a p e rs . H e  w a s  a lw a y s  
p lea sed  to  re a d  o f th e  do in gs o f  his o ld  fr ie n d s. M r. G reen  le a v e s  a  
w id ow  to  m ou rn  h er loss.

A n  in te r e s tin g  in c id e n t in  th e  la te  M r. H . J . T u c k e r ’s e a r ly  r in g in g  
c a re e r  w a s  th e  fa c t  t h a t  he to o k  p a r t  in  th e  la te  J o sep h  J .  P a r k e r ’s 
first p e a l, w h ich  w as G ra n d s ir e  T rip le s , ru n g  a t  W a lth a m s to w  011 
O cto b er 1st, 1881. I t  w a s  co n d u cted  b y  H a r v e y  R e e v e s , th e  e d ito r  of 
‘ B e ll N e w s .’

C o n g ra tu la tio n s  an d  go od  w ish es to  M r. W . H . F u sse ll, w ho w as 
b orn  80 y e a r s  ag o  la s t  T u e sd a y , an d  to  M r. W . J . N e v a r d , w h o  also  
c e le b ra te d , h is  b ir th d a y  on th e  sa m e  d a y .

Y e s te r d a y  th e  G ra n d  O ld  M a n  o f  th e  E x e rc ise , M r. R o b e rt  H . 
B ru n d le , re a ch e d  liis  n in e tie th  b ir th d a y .

O n S e p te m b e r 16th , 1755, th e  firs t re c o rd e d  p e a l b y  th e  S t . M a r tin ’s 
Y q u th s  o f B irm in g h a m  w a s ru n g  a t  S t .  P h il ip ’s in  t h a f  c i ty . T h e  
m eth o d  w a s  B o b  M a jo r .

J a m e s  W . W a sh b ro o k  co n d u c ted  11,328 ch a n g e s  o f  L o n d o n  S u rp rise  
M a jo r  a t  D r a y to n  ,on S e p te m b e r  17 th , 1896. I t  w a s  th e  e x te n t  o f  th e  
m eth o d , w ith  c a l l s 'a t  In  a n d  F i f t h ’ s a n d  th e  lo n g e st le n g th  ru n g  a t  
t h a t  tim e.

F i f t y  y e a r s  ag o  to -d a y  s ix  p e a ls  w ere  ru n g . T w o  w e re  G ra n d sir e  
T r ip le s  a n d  th e  re s t co n sisted  o f on e ea c h  o f  S te d m a n  T rip le s , P la in  
an d  K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  M a jo r  a n d  th r e e  m eth o d s on s ix  b ells .

T H E  A N A L Y S I S  A N D  I T S  H I S T O R Y .
To the E ditor.

D e a r S ir ,— T h e  a r tic le s  in  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ fo r  th e  la s t  tw o 
w eek s re  th e  ab ove h ave  been  m ost in te r e s tin g ’ to  one w ho h as been 
a c q u a in te d  w ith  i t  fro m  its  b ir th , w h ich  w a s  m u ch  e a r lie r  th a n  1896.

T h e  S u ssex  C o u n ty  A sso cia tio n  ca m e  in to  b e in g  in  1885, th re e  y e a rs  
a f t e r  th e  n ew  r in g  o f e ig h t  b ells  w ere  in s ta lle d  a t  S t . P e t e r ’s, B r ig h to n . 
A  sm a ll m od el b e ll, p re se n te d  b y  th e  fo u n d ers, e v id e n tly  w a s  ca lle d  
th e  C h a lle n g e  B e ll, an d  a f t e r  th e  S u ssex  A sso cia tio n  w a s  in  b e in g , w as 
p u t u p  to  co m p e titio n  b y  b a n d s  fo r  p e a l rin g in g .

O n  M a y  l l t l i ,  1889, a m e e tin g  w a s c a lle d  a t  B r ig h to n  to  discuss th is  
p rob lem , a n d  d e le g a te s  w e re  p re se n t fro m  th e  p e a l r in g in g  b ra n ch es  
o f  th e  a sso cia tio n , w h ic h  h ad  th e n  been  in  ex isten ce  a b o u t fo u r  y e a rs . 
W h y  I  w a s  in v ite d  I  n e v e r  kn ew , b u t  p ro b a b ly  b ecau se  w e  h ad  a  v e r y  
e n th u s ia s tic  b a n d  a t  M id h u rst, w h e re  I  w a s fo r  tw o  y e a r s  (1887-89), 
a n d  o u r  b a n d  Wad ru n g  se v e r a l p ea ls  o f M in o r, etc .

A s  f a r  as I  co u ld  g a th e r , th is  C h a lle n g e  B e l l  h a d  b een  co m p eted  fo r  
y e a r ly  a n d  been  h e ld  b y  th e  co m p a n y  sco rin g  th e  ‘ g r e a te s t  n u m b e r ’ 
o f  p e a ls , b u t  th e  p la n  d id  n o t p ro v e  s a t is fa c to r y  to  a l l con cern ed , a s  
p eals  g a lo re  co u ld  be a t te m p te d  a t  som e to w e rs  in  th e  c o u n try , w h ile  
o th e rs , l ik e  S t . P e t e r ’ s, B r ig h to n , w ere  s e v e r e ly  lim ite d , an d  i t  w a s  
a t  th is  la t t e r  to w e r  t h a t  p ro g ress  w a s b e in g  m a d e  to w a rd s  th e  h ig h e r  

-m eth ods. H e n ce  th e  c a llin g  o f a  co m m itte e  m e e tin g  to  discuss w a y s  
an d  m ean s to  g e t  o ver th is  d iffic u lty . #

T h e re fo re , on  M a y  1 1 th , 1889, I  jo u rn e y e d  to  B r ig h to n  a n d  m et 
d e le g a te s  fro m  a  n u m b e r o f  to w e rs  a t  th e  C e n tr a l Schools, C h u rc h  
S t r e e t ,  a n d  I  h a d  th e  honou r o f b e in g  a sk e d  to  p re sid e .

T h e  q u estio n  w as * p o in ts  fo r  p e a ls ,’ to  b e  a l lo c a te d  a c co rd in g  to  
‘ s im p lic ity  o r d ifficu lty  ’ o f  th e  m e th o d  r u n g , a n d  a  s ta n d a rd  o f  
p oin ts  w a s  se t u p  fo r  p eal r in g in g  in th e  S u ssex  C o u n ty  A sso ciation  
fo r  co m p etitio n  fo r th e  C h a lle n g e  B e ll. T h is , I  th in k , w a s  r e a lly  th e  
b ir th  o f ‘ p o in ts  fo r  p e a ls .’ r

M a n y  ch a n g es  h a v e  sin ce ta k e n  p la c e  on th is  s u b je c t, a n d  w h e th e r  
i t  w a s  a l l w o rth  w h ile  o r  n o t I  a n j n o t  p re p a re d  to  ju d g e , b u t  p e r­
so n a lly  I  ca n  s a y  th e  y e a r s  t h a t  I  sp e n t on th e  A n a ly s is  C o m m itte e  
in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  la te  A r th u r  T . K in g , R e v s . A .  T . B eesto n  
an d  E . W . C a rp e n te r , e tc ., a f t e r  i t  w a s  ta k e n  o ver b y  th e  C e n tr a l 
C o u n cil, w e re  a m o n g st th e  h a p p ie st in  m y  lo n g  r in g in g  c a re e r .

C h e stn u t A v e n u e , E a s tle ig h . G E O R G E  W I L L IA M S .
P .S .— I  seem  to  h a v e  lo s t  a l l re m e m b ra n c e  o f th o se  a t  th is  com ­

m itte e  m e e tin g  b e y o n d  th e  la t e  G . F . A ttr e e . P o ss ib ly  th e  n am es 
m a y  b e  g iv e n  in  th e  asso cia tion  m in u te  b o o k  o f t h a t  .period.

B O O K IN G  A N D  I T S  D E A N S .
T o the E ditor.

D e a r S ir ,— M r. S u c k lin g ’s le t te r  a b o u t B o c k in g  C h u rc h  a n d  b ells  
w as v e r y  in te r e stin g . O ne u n iq u e  p o in t h e  m issed  w a s  t h a t  th e r e  are  
tw o  D e a n s  o f B o c k in g , th e  second b e in g  th e  R e c to r  o f  H a d le ig h , 
S u ffo lk . %

B o c k in g  is k n o w n  a s  a  * P e c u lia r , ’ a n d  is  on e o f  th re e . T h e  o th e r 
tw o  a r e  W e stm in ste r  A b b e y  a n d  B a tt le ,  S u sse x . T h e se , h o w ever, o n ly  
h a v e  one D e a n . w

I  do n o t k n o w  e x a c tly  w h a t  a  P e c u lia r  is , b u t  J  b e lie v e  t h a t  in 
som e w a y  o r  o th e r  i t  is  o u ts id e  th e  ju r is d ic tio n  o f  th e  B ish o p  o f  th e  
d iocese. I  h a v e  b een  to ld  t h a t  in  a c co rd a n ce  w ith  a n c ie n t cu stom , 
w h en ev er th e  B ish o p  o f  L o n d o n  goes to  th e  A b b e y , he is  m e t b y  th e  
D e a n , w ho p ro te s ts  a g a in s t  h is  v is it. E . B A R N E T T .

C r a y fo r d .

WEARS & 
8TAINBANK,

“ F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12th year 
of reign of 

Elizabeth).

JBellfounders & 
IBel l  h a n g e r s ,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

Telephone B is h o p s g a te  8 8 4 9

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
4 8  o w t. O qp. 5  lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E LLS
V- . 9

in sets of any number. 

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES. &c.



September 19th, 1941. T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D . 451

THE COLLEGE YOUTHS.
SOCIETY’S HISTORIAN ELECTED A MEMBER.

The usual fortnightly meeting of the Ancient Society of College 
Youths was held on Saturday at Whitechapel Foundry and attracted 
an even larger gathering than usual, over 20 members being present. 
The Master (Mr. E. G. Fenn) presided, supported by the hon. treasurer 
(Mr. A. A. Hughes), the hon. secretary (Mr. A. B. Peck) and the 
senior steward (Mr. G. W. Cecil).

Among those present were Messrs. E. A. Young, H. G. Miles, H. 
Hoskins, H. Langdon, W. H. Pasmore, R. F. Deal, C. H. Kippin, G. 
Murrell, W . Simmonds, E. Rapley,,Aubrey L. Bennett (Buckfastleigh, 
Devon), G. M. Kilby (Ruislip) and H. Golding (Hemel Hempstead). 
Visitors ireluded Mr. E. Barnett, Cpl. E. A. Barnett, R.A.F., Mr. B. 
Wayman, Mr. J. S. Goldsmith, etc.

' The Hon Secretary reported the receipt of a communication from 
the Clerk of Works at St. Paul’s Cathedral with regard to the safety 
of some of the society’s property in the ringing chamber there. The 
bust of the late Mr. W. T. Cockerill had now been put into a place 
of comparative safety in the Crypt, and the memorial bookcase and 
its contents would also be stored tliere if arrangements could be made 
to open the bookcase to facilitate removal.

Mr. Peck said he sent the key to the Clerk of Works and he hoped 
by this time the bookcase had been removed.

The hon. secretary’s action was confirmed.
There were two members for election and their names were added 

to the roll. They were Mr. Eric B. Hartley and Mr. J. Armiger 
Trollope.

In proposing Mr. Trollope’s election, the Hon. Treasurer said they 
all knew what he had done for ringing in general, both practically 
and theoretically, and most of them enjoyed his writings. He no 
doubt occupied a unique position in the ringing Exercise as an his­
torian of ringing matters and ringers.—Mr. H. Hoskins seconded.

Mr. E. Alex. Young, in supporting the election, said he had rubbed 
shoulders with Mr. Trollope for many years past, and fit was* with 
great pleasure he heard he had been nominated for membership. Mi 
Trollope had spent years in delving into the history of ringing and 
of their society, winnowing and collating the results. It had involved 
a tremendous amount of work, and'the few grains of new material 
which he had discovered had helped to put tne‘ society in what was 
an unassailable position. Very few of them realised how much of their 
history, which they took so glibly and confidently, was only based on 
tradition. It was the same with all their old institutions, even of 
the City of London itself. It did not do to trust too implicitly to 
tales which were handed down and it was up to the historians who 
had the bent and time to go into it and find out what the facts 
were. Mr. Trollope had spent much valuable time in going into ring­
ing history, and if he had knocked down one or two of their illusions 
he had strengthened other traditions. He was not, perhaps, the dog­
matic historian he was twelve or fifteen years ago, he had mellowed, 
and those who had read his book on the College Youths and tried to 
pick out the important points would find that it reflected his great 
admiration for their Ancient Society. If he had knocked down some 
of the skittles in their alley, he had helped to put them up again oft 
a surer foundation. In that respect he had oeen a friend of the 
society.

A letter was read from Mr. E. P. Duffield, a former Master, in the 
course of which he said Mr. Trollope would go down to posterity as 
the outstanding historian of the Exercise. Mr. Duffield conveyed his 
greeting to the members and referred to the debt which they owed to 
Mr. and Mrs. Hughes for their hospitality on the occasion of the 
society’s meetings. •

Mr. Arthur B. Wiffin was nominated as a member of the society.
Mr. E. Alex. Young referred to the recent death of Mrs. Pennington 

Bickford, widow of the late Rector of St. Clement Danes’ . She was 
not, of course, a member of the society, but she was a great friend 
to them and to anything connected with bells and bellringing. It was 
with great regret and sadness that he called attention to their loss 
and said it would be nice if they could record on their minutes that 
in her death as well as the death of her husband the society had lost 
two friends. She had been associated with St. Clement Danes’ from 
her girlhood and had been active in-all the parochial activities. Not 
only was she the wife of the Rector, but for something like 19 years 
was churchwarden—one of the first lady ’ churchwardens of London^ 
The church bells of St. Clement’s were always near her heart.

Mr. H. G. Miles reported the death at Chichester of an old member, 
Mr. Henry J. Tucker, formerly of Bishop’s Stortford. He was 83 years 
old and was buried at Bishop’s Stortford on the preceding Wednesday.

Greetings were extended to Mr. J. S. Goldsmith after his long 
illness. *

After the meeting the members were entertained to tea by Mr. and 
Mrs. Hughes and handbell ringing took place.

P U D S E Y  S U R P R I S E
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I disagree with you entirely. If there is anything at 
all in Plain Bob Coursing Order, then Pudsey is a better method than 
Cambridge, both structurally and in its coursing order, furthermore 
it has only one false course-end to the five of Cambridge.

Jji the table of coursing order that I sent you three months ago 
Yorkshire was 12th from the top, Pudsey 35th from the top and 
Cambridge 47tt>. GEORGE BAKER.

2, North Street Quadrant, Brighton.

WINCHESTER GUILD S DECISION.
THE SECRETARY’S EXPLANATION.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Your leader of last week reviewing the decision of the 

annual general meeting to suspend district meetings during the pre­
sent emergency calls for, I think, both comment and explanation.

The Guild, I am sure, would regret to create the impression that 
it ha* submitted to * a policy of surrender to conditions which other 
associations are cheerfully endeavouring to overcome ’ and ‘ abandon­
ing all activity and putting up the shutters so completely.’ The 
decision of the executive to report to the .meeting that it did not see 
how to recommend the resumption of any district meetings was regret­
fully made after the views of six represented districts out of the 
eight at its meeting were heard and would be perhaps more accurately 
described as ‘ a policy of suspension due to conditions which other 
associations, etc., etc.’

To suggest that we have officially ‘ abandoned all activity,’ etc.,’ is 
slightly erroneous, as we are fully aware that in many towers bojh 
silent tower-bell practice and handDell ringing is still the order between 
neighbouring towers (as you instanced in the case of North Stoneham), 
and we are most grateful to those who are striving to maintain this. 
The only activity we reluctantly considered that should be suspended 
is the district meetings. Perhaps a few explanations would not be 
considered out of place.

(1) As you pointed out, a large area of this Guild covers one of the 
most vulnerable parts of the country, and the holding of meetings 
in these districts is still a great risk.

(2) A large number of ringers who were resident in these areas are 
either evacuated or have been obliged to leave, .unfortunately, due to 
enemy action.

(3) The personnel in many *of the towers is employed on vital work 
of national importance, etc., in some cases 60-70 hours per week and 
seven days a week, and, therefore, as much as they would wish, can­
not support district meetings.

(4) That taking into consideration (2) and (3), many tower secre­
taries, i f  they have not removed, are out of touch with many mem­
bers of their tower and consequently the difficulties of bringing to 
their notice the fact that a district meeting was to be held would 
mean that members would not be notified.

I do not suggest that many other associations similarly placed are 
not endeavouring to surmount such difficulties, and the thanks of the 
Exercise are due to them even if they attain only a measure of 
success, but I am sure that our decision to suspend meetings was 
taken after careful consideration of the situation in so far as it 
affects us, and we should be most happy if we could recommend to 
our members, even before our next annual meeting, tliat^the earliest 
resumption of district meetings was desirable.

In conclusion, I am sure we, as a Guild, would wish (from behind 
our ‘ shutters *) success to all societies who fortunately can still 
maintain restricted activities and trust that the time is not too far 
distant when we can all emerge and pull our weight to put the 
Exercise on its feet again and march to higher activities.

F. W. ROGERS, Hon. Gen. Sec.,
Portsmouth. Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild.

THE NORTH HANTS AREA.
Sir,—I have read with interest your leading article dealing with 

the action taken at the annual meeting of the Winchester and Ports­
mouth Diocesan Guild, and although I agree with your remarks on 
the whole. I should like to take exception to your statement concern­
ing the ‘ indifference ’ and ‘ lack of interest * in the north of the 
county.

You will perceive from the peal recorder’s report that three of the 
seven peals rung by the Guild during the early part of 1940 were rung 
by the young Dand at Basingstoke, a band which was capable of 
ringing a course of Cambridge as well as Stedman Cinques on hand­
bells. Almost all the members of this band are at present serving in 
H.M. Forces and ringing in Basingstoke is now suffering as in many 
other parts of the country. Before the war the attendance at Basing­
stoke district meetings was almost double that of the other districts 
in .the Guild, and although the standard of ringing has not been up 
to that of the south, this can be accounted for by the fact that there 
are only four or five rings of eight in the whole of the north of the 
county and that travelling facilities are not at all good. Consequently 
the members have not been able to meet as frequently as they would 
like.

However, I do agree that the action taken at Winchester was rather 
drastic, and I feel that some effort should be made to hold meetings 
such as the one I yesterday had the pleasure of attending here in the 
Midlands. C. W. MUNDAY.

D E A T H  OF W E L L  K N O W N  IP S W IC H  R IN G E R .
As we go to press we regret to hear of the death of Mr. Albert

E. Durrant, of Ipswich, who died on September 8th last.

Have ‘ The Ringing World ’ sent to your ringing 
friends abroad ; 4s. 4d. per quarter from * The 
Ringing W orld ’ Office, Lower Pyrford Road, 
Woking.
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ROYAL CUMBERLAND YOUTHS.
THE ANNUAL MEETING.
Search for Oldest M em ber.

The famous Church of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, in Trafalgar Square, 
still stands proudly and practically unscarred after the many raids 
on London^ but it has had narrow escapes. The great religious and 
social work which was being done under the late Vicar, tlife Rev. 
Pat McCormick, and his predecessor, ‘ Dick ’ Sheppard, is being con­
tinued with unabated vigour, and a visit to the Crypt last Saturday 
revealed how much the devoted seryice of the band of voluntary 
workers is appreciated by the wayfarers, including large numbers of 
Service men, who seek rest and refreshment there.

St. Martin’s, as ringers well know, has long been the official home 
of the Society of Royal Cumberland Youths, and they met there on 
Saturday for their delayed annual meeting. Over fifty members were 
present, many of them having come from considerable distances, 
among them Mr. W. H. Fussell of Slough, who joined the society 
exactly 60 years ago.

The meeting was held in the Vestry Hall and was presided over by 
the Master (Mr. G. H. Cross), who, in opening the proceedings, ex­
pressed his pleasure at seeing so large a gathering.

The hon. secretary and treasurer (Mr. G. W. Steere) presented the 
financial statement, which showed that the balance in hand had been 
increased from £19 19s. 6d. to £25 3s. 8d.

The Treasurer stated that the subscription to the Central Council 
for 1940 had not yet been paid and he asked for the instructions of 
the meeting. When the Council last met in London in 1939 the 
society was asked to contribute to an entertainment fund and did so. 
Afterwards he was informed that there was a balance to be returned, 
but the last he heard of this was in January, 1940.

It was pointed out that the entertainment fund had nothing to do 
with the Council, as such, but was a separate fund raised by London 
societies and adjoining associations for the entertainment of the 
visitors. The view was expressed that the society was under an obliga­
tion to keep the Central Council alive, and the payment of the sub­
scription ~f or 1940 was authorised.

The balance sheet was adopted.
THE LATE REV. PAT McCORMICK

The hon. secretary’s report referred to the death of the Rev. Pat 
McCormick and said the members would remember him, as the late 
Vicar would wish to be remembered, as the staunch supporter of 
their society and of bellringers throughout the country. In h id  the 
Church had lost one of its noblest servants, while the society mourned 
him as a true friend. The secretary also recorded the passing of one 
of the oldest members in the person of Mr. George Lucas. He joined 
the society in 1884 and throughout his long association with the Cum- 
berlands could always be relied upon to help those in need of instruc­
tion and assistance.

The members stood in silence to the memory of the Vicar and Mr. 
Lucas and all other ringers who had died since the last meeting.

The secretary went on to say that there was little to report in 
regard to ringing itself. The ban on church bells had kept them 
quiet for over a year, but he trusted they would soon be allowed to 
carry on the good work. Three weeks ago he wrote to the Minister 
of Home Security, asking if there were any possibility of the ban 
being lifted in the near future and urging that permission might at 
any rate be granted for the bells to be rung tor Sunday services 
during the hours of daylight. He had received a reply saying that 
there was no likelihood of the ban on the ringing of church bells being 
lifted in the near future. *

During last year, the report added, one peal was rung, at Burnham, 
under the leadership of Mr. George Gilbert. Combined practices were 
held in the early part of the year at Bishopsgate and Shoreditch with 
good results, but a quarterly meeting at Bexley in June last year had 
to be abandoned, as was also a proposed joint meeting with the 
Middlesex Association. The sympathy of the society was offered to 
Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Davis on the damage sustained in raids at St. 
John’s, Waterloo Road, where they had done so much to get a band 
together. A handsome peal board had been presented by the Mayor 
of High Wycombe to the Parish Church there, to commemorate a 
peal rung by the society in the tower on Empire Day,' 1939. As far 
as possible' all the records of the society, which were kept in the 
ringing chamber at St. Martin’s, had been removed to the Crypt for 
greater safety, and their thanks were due to the Vicar and church­
wardens for making this possible, also to Messrs. Bevan, Hardy and 
Matthews, who difl the work.

THE OLDEST MEMBER.
The Secretary read a letter from Mr. W. Keeble, sending his greet­

in gs and good wishes. He would be glad, he said, to see any ringers 
who could visit him at Severalls Hospital on Sunday or Thursday 
afternoons. He added that lie had recently seen Mr. W. J. Nevard, 
who had lost his home and many of his belongings in a fire.

The report was adopted and the following officers re-elected: Master, 
Mr. G. H. Cross; lion, treasurer and secretary, Mr. G. W. Steere; 
senior steward, Mr. T. Bevin; junior steward, Mr. R. Heazel; trustees, 
Messrs. A. Hardy and C. J. Matthews; auditors, Messrs. F. J. Symonds 
and C. A. Hughes. The society’s representatives on the Central 
Council were re-elected, viz., the Master, and Messrs. James Parker, 
G. W. Steere and G. Gilbert.

Seven young ladies, now under instruction in Burnham tower, under 
Mr. G. Gilbert, were elected members, viz., Freda Minchett (aged 12), 
Jean M. Broomfield (11), Joyce Hearn (11), Mary Pemberton (11), 
Edna Hearn (13), Elizabeth Jewitt (13) and Mildred I. Crouch (14).

The Hon. Secretary offered the congratulations of the society to Mr. 
W. H. Fussell, who was 80 years old on Tuesday and had been a 
member for 60 years, and it was decided also to send congratulations 
to Mr. W. J. Nevard, whose birthday was on the same day, and who 
joined the society in 1885.

Incidentally, there was much searching of the records to endeavour to 
settle the question recently raised in * The Ringing World ’ as to who 
is now the oldest member of the society. Eventually it was decided 
that, if he is still ‘ in the land of the living,’ Mr. Harry A. Hopkins, 
of Whitstable, has the honour, for he was elected on November 25th, 
1870.

As the members had been invited to tea, free, in the Crypt of St. 
Martin’s, one guinea was voted from the fund for the Soldiers’ , Sailors’ 
and Airmen’s Canteen Fund.

It was decided that while the war lasted the annual meeting should 
be held about the middle of the year instead of, as formerly, in 
January.

Mr. j .  E. Bailey, in welcoming the Editor of 1 The Ringing World ’ 
after his illness and congratulating him on his recovery, said ‘ The 
Ringing W orld ’ was one of the few things to which they, as ringers, 
could now cling, and he hoped the paper would be able to continue 
through these difficult times and flourish as strongly after as it did 
before the war.

The good wishes offered to Mr. Goldsmith were endorsed by the 
Master and warmly supported by the meeting, and Mr. Goldsmith 
thanked the members. He told t’hem that he had found his name in 
the records that afternoon and discovered that he joined the society
47 years ago.

There was some discussion as to arranging practices for handbell 
ringing, but it was felt that it would be impossible to do this with 
any cnaoce of success until after the dark evenings had passed. 

(Continued on next page.)
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DEATH OF MR. H. J. TUCKER.
VETERAN "RINGER AND COMPOSER. *

We regret to record the death of / Mr. Henry James Tucker, who 
passed away at Chicljpster, Sussex, on Saturday, September 6th, at 
the age of 83 years. He had resided at Chichester for the last 16 
years with his daughter (Mrs. Ide), but had spent his earlier years at 
Bishop’s Stortford, where at St. Michael’s Church he was sexton and 
ringing instructor.

He was an excellent ringer and conductor, and was also the author 
of several well-known compositions. When he removed to Chichester 
he took a leading part in the ringing at the Cathedral, and his cordial 
welcome to visitors in the tower and his cheerful disposition will long 
be remembered by those who made his acquaintance.

He rang his iirst peal over 60 years ago, and as a young man was 
one*of the progressive spirits in ringing. He took part with the 
College Youths in London in the early eighties in some of the first 
peals of Double Norwich. His last peal was rung at Chichester 
Cathedral just before his eightieth birthday.

Altogether Mr. Tucker rang 260 peals from Minor to Maximus, and 
of these he conducted 108. He was a member of many societies and 
rang peak for the following, among /others: The College Youths, St. 
James’ Society, Hertford Coilege Youths, All Saints’ Society, Fulhafn, 
the Herefordshire , Association, Essex Association, Gloucester and 
Bristol Diocesan Association and the Lancashire Association.

The funeral took place at Bishop’s Stortford on Wednesday week, 
the Vicar of St. Michael’s (th^ Rev. McCarthy) conducting the service. 
In a brief address the Vicar spoke of Mr. Tucker's wonderful service 
to the church and bells which he loved.
• The mourners were Mr. and Mrs. Ide, Mr. and Mrs. Morrison (sons- 
in-law and daughters), Mr. and Mrs. H. Tucker (son and daughter-in- 
law). There is another daughter in Canada. Many ringers were 
present, including Miss Wacey, Messrs. W. Bird, W. T. Prior, H. M. 
White, W. Wilkinson and T. Ward, from St. Michael’s” Church; W. 
Prior and F. Thorby, Stairsted; S. Clark, Porter Street, and W. 
Tarling, Sawbridgeworth.

A list of peals rung by Mr. Tucker will appear inc our next issue.

P R O T E C T I O N  O F  C H U R C H  B E L L S  F R O M  F IR E
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I note you have resurrected a letter I wrote in the 
enthusiasm of youth to the old ‘ Bell News * in 1907. The suggestion? 
I then made were, I think, quite sound, but I don’t know an instance 
in which they have been acted upon! Perhaps you will allow me to 
elaborate upon them.

The sliding, or rolling, internal door (not ‘ interval door,’ Mr. 
Printer) I had in view is of a type well known to people interested 
in fire protection. I t  consists of three layers of boards nailed to­
gether, completely covered with sheets of tin interlocked so that air 
is excluded from the wood core, wliich consequently will not burn or 
become distorted when exposed to great heat. The door would nor­
mally ba held open by a light wire rope, in which is inserted one or 
more ‘ fusible links.’ The parts of these links separate when exposed 
to abnormal heat, releasing the door, which closes by its own weight. 
The makers of the doors usually undertake the. fixing and arrangte 
the frames and accessories.* Very large openings could be partly 
bricked up inside the louvres if necessary to reduce the size of the 
door and to provide space for its open position.

My suggestions could be carried out very easily in a new tower; 
admittedly to apply them to some old ones would call for ingenuity 
on the part of the architect. The necessary lifting hole in the concrete 
floor might provide a minor problfeifl, but as it would be used only on 
rare occasions, it could be nlled in with a light reinforced concrete 
or artificial stone slab let into an angle iron frame.

In conclusion, I would like to mention Selby Abbey again. I have 
been in this church but once, and did not see it before the disastrous 
fire, which I well remember. I was struck by the noble proportions 
of the building and the delicacy of. many of its details, and I am 
led to hope that^some of our own older London churches, such as St. 
Giles’ , Cripplegate, may come through their recent ordeal with added 
beauty, as perhaps Selby did. RICHARD F. DEAL.

10, Kimberley Avenue, E.6.

R O Y A L  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H S .
(Continued from previous page.)

Mr. Gilbert suggested they could make better use of their time by 
getting youngsters together, as he had done, and teaching them to 
handle * silent ’ bells, with change ringing on handbells. They would 
then be ready to ring the church bells when wanted.

Thanks were accorded to the Church authorities for the use of the 
Vestry Hall, and the Master expressed regret that, after all, the-Vicar 
had been unable to attend the meeting.

Mr. W. H. Fussell expressed pleasure and surprise at seeing such 
a large gathering, which showed that the old society was still alive 
and facing the war. If they kept together and held tlien^elves ready 
for the peace there would still be a few of them able to ring the 
bells. He felt he had not had a wasted journey that afternoon, 
althbugh at his time of life he did not like travelling. One reason he 
came that afternoon was that there were no stairs to climb (laughter). 
He was pleased to see so many of his friends there and wished the 
society every prosperity. — After tea in the Crypt, some members 
indulged in^handbell ringing.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
THE POSTPONED ANNUAL MEETING.  

Difficulty of Keeping Interest A live .
Deferred from Easter Monday, the annual meeting of the Ely 

Diocesan Association was held on Saturday week at Cambridge. In 
the interim there had been ,a meeting at Great St. Mary’s in July, 
when members and friends came from considerable distances and all 
were happy to see so many familiar face's again.

Various methods were rung on the Seage apparatus, and service 
was conducted by the Vicar (Rev. E. C. Essex), who gave an address.

There was an informal business meeting/ at which members criticised, 
and rightly, the general secretary’s apparent slackness in not arrange 
ing the annual general meeting on Easter Monday as usual.

The Hon. ^pcretary (Miss K. Willers) said she thought the ban on 
bells changed everything, and had, therefore, arranged no meeting.

There seemed a strong desire for some action to prevent the associa­
tion from going to sleep ‘ for the duration,’ therefore it was decided 
to hold another meeting on Septetnber 6th.

The business concluded with a heirty vote of thanks to the Vicar 
for conducting service and presiding over the business, also to Mr. 
Quinney for playing the organ ana having everything ready.—The 
Vicar replied, reminding his listeners that in the end justice and 
truth would win, although the present days might be dark.

The deferred annual general meeting was attended by a small com­
pany of members, who rang on the Seage apparatus at St. Mary’s 
until 4.30 p.m., when service was conducted by the Rev. E. Lunt, 
who gave a most inspiring address, emphasising the great need for lay 
people to witness for Christ.

At the business meeting, which followed the service, the balance 
sheet, showing a balance in the bank of £21 3s. 9d., was adopted.

The Secretary said she could not undertake much work for the 
association at the present time.

After a short discussion it was suggested that the-* annual meet­
ing might suffice to keep alive interest during the troublous days 
of war, and Miss Willers was, therefore, re-elected g e n ia l secretary 
and treasurer, with Mr. T. R. Dennis as auditor.

The committee were re-elected en bloc as follows: Messrs. A. J. 
Abrams (Chatteris), A. T, Chenery ^Cambridge), R. W. Crofts (Elm), 
C. Cousins (Terrington St. John), H. Fields (St. Neots), E. G. Hibbins 
(Cambridge), F. W. Lack (Great Staughton), W. Seekings (Chatteris). 
Messrs. Cook and Worrington were re-elected representatives to the 
Central Council.

It was decided to send £3 3s. as usual to ‘ The Ringing World ’ to 
pay for notices, and to show, in a small way, the association’s appre­
ciation of the journal, which is of such untold value to the Exercise.

Some members wanted to make a formal protest against the ban 
on ringing, and the hon. secretary was asked to write to Mr. Fletcher, 4 
hon. secretary of the Central Council, urging him to gp on pleading 
for its removal. Votes of thanks brought a happy conclave to an end.

A  W A N D E R E R  A B R O A D .
MORE RINGERS VISIT DtJRBAN.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—On leaving the mother country I felt a little sad about 

our bells and bellringing. War had brought about silence, association 
ljieetings were heavily curtailed, and of necessity, therefore, we felt 
that the curtail* was rung down until our victory peals echo through­
out the land.

I was quite resigned to all this, and determined to just keep the 
theory in my head if that should prove possible.

On my first visit to the Cathedral Church in Freetown, Sierra 
Leone, I met the Bishop, who told me that the only * bell ’ is a long 
iron tube, which is struck with monotonous regularity on all'occasions. 
A scheme was mooted in 1939 for the provision of bells, but owing to 
the war this proved abortive. I observed several small bells hanging 
outside places of worship, and Bishop Horstead told me that some of 
these were from the old slave ships, which were only too plentiful in 
West Africa.

Later on I was inspecting the Parish Church of St. Paul at Durban 
and to my joy found a peal of eight bells by Taylors, of Loughborough 
(tenor 14 cwt. in F). They were hung in 1921. I went along on 
Sunday evening and was welcomed in the very sincere South African 
way by the captain, Mr. J. S. McNeil. We proceeded to ring call 
changes under tlie watchful eye of Mr. G. E. Haupt, and, in addition 
to myself, Mr. J. Hart, o f Burton-oh-Trent, took part.

Mr. McNeil tells me that they cannot keep a band together long 
enough to learn a method, as the war and movements of population 
cause many changes of personnel. But the present ringers are all 
young and keen, and if they only persevere they will so^n have a 
good band.

Time did not permit an inspection of the bells, but from the * go ’ 
of them and from the spotless cleanliness of the ringing chamber it 
is obvious that they are in capable hands.

Another point impressed me. The service for belfry use was re­
verently read before pulling off. Wouldn’t it be a good thing to follow 
this example in more of our home towers?

We stayed to evensong, at which His Grace the Archbishop of Cape 
Town preached an impressive sermon. i

(Continued on next page.)
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LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR.
'ANALYSIS OF ITS CONSTRUCTION.

By W. TAYLOR.
(Continued from page 440.)

I now give the plain lead of London Surprise Major, and for easy 
reference I have numbered the rows 1 to 16 in the first half-load and 
16R to 1R in the second half-lead. The R denoting reverse. The 
method splits up into five divisions or sections and these are marked 
A, B, C, BR, AR.

1 12345678
2 21354768
3 12537486
4 21573846
5 25178364
6 52713846
7 52178364
8 25713846
9 52731486

10 57234168

11 75321486
12 73524168
13 37254618
14 32745681

15 23476518
16 24367581
16R 42637851
15R 46273815

14R 64728351

AR

BR 13R 67482315 
12R 76842135 
H R 78641253

10R 87462135
9R 84761253
8R 48716523
7R 84175632
6R  84716523
5R 48175632
4R 41876523
3R 14867253
2R 41682735
1R 14628375

14263857 .
In Section A in rows 1 to 5 inclusive (hereafter inclusive is under­

stood) 3 makes the peculiar case of B.S. with 5 and 7, i.e., 3rd's 
place, then snap in 6th’s, changing the C.O. of these three bells from 
357 to 573 as seen at the 10th row. In rows 3 to 7, the 5th makes a 
C.S. with treble. In rows 4 to 9 thd 7th makes a C.S. with treble 
with a dodge between places. In rows 5 to 10 the 3rd makes a rather 
more'obscure C.S. with treble. The snap blow in 6th’s of row 5, as 
stated previously, has the same effect as making 5th at rows 5 and 6 
(substitute the "tenor making 5tli’s at these rows), then we have the 
dodge of the T.B. hunt and finally 4th’s under treble at rows 9 and 10.

With row 10 is completed the first section of the work. This has 
been a B.S. on 357 and C.S. with treble by 5,723 all taking place at 
more or less the same time, so that the result is not seen until row 10. 
The C.S.’s are made in the order 5-7-3 becajise the B.S. being made 
first upset the normal order 3-5-7. Now look at the C.O. of row 10 
and compare with the C.O. 'o f  rounds. You will see that 213578642 
lias become 257318642. You will notice (a) that the C.O. of 8642 
remains unchanged: (b) that the treble has moved three steps in 
C.O., viz., to the third lead head after rounds of Bob Major 17856342: 
(c) that the 3rd has crossed over the 5th and 7th in C.O., i.e., it has 
made a B.S. (To be continued.)______________________

A  W A N D E R E R  A B R O A D .
(Continued from previous page.)

So ‘ Thank you,’ Mr. McNeil, and ‘ Thank you,’ Yicar, for allowing 
us to practise «>ur ancient art with you.

Before closing, one word about the people of Durban. They are 
wonderful and most kind to us all. Everybody is loyal and patriotic 
and they are eager for news of the mother country. We say ‘ Thank 
you ’ to them for a wonderful time.

Greetings to all readers of ‘ The Ringing World,’ and especially to 
mv colleagues at St. Mary’s, Kelvedon, and All Saints’ , Feering.

Let us hope we shall all soon be able to hear that peal which we 
are all so anxious to hear. R. W. PYE.

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM

THE STANDARD METHODS
“ THE CAMBRIDGE GROUP.

\ Although the methods of the Cambridge group share 
general characteristics, they differ co^iderably in their 
individual qualities. Cambridge is more markedly sym­
metrical than either Yorkshire or Pudsey, but does not 
retain the natural coursing order in the interior of the 
lead, and is far more liable to internal falseness. For 
peal ringing it is the least musical of the three.

Yorkshire S. 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
2 1 4 3 6 5 8 7
1 2 4 6 3 8 5 7  
2 1 6 4 8 3 7 5

2 6 1 4 3 8 5 7
6 2 4 1 8 3 7 5
2 6 1 4 8 7 3 5
6 2 4 1 7 8 5 3

6 4 2 7 1 8 3 5
4 6 7 2 8 1 5 3
4 6 2 7 1 8 3 5
6 4 7 2 8 1 5 3 ,

4 6 7 . 8 2  5 1 3 

6 4 8 7 5 2 3 1 
6 8 4 7 2 5 1 3  
8 6 7 4 5 2 3  1

6 8 4 7 2 5 3 1
8 6 7 4 5 2 1 3

' 8 7 6 4 2 5 3 1
7 8 4 6 5 2 1 3

8 7 4 5 6 1 2 3 
7 8 5 4 1 6 3 2  
7 8 4 5 6 1 2 3  
8 7 5 4 1 6 3 2

8 5 7 1 4 6 2 3 
5 8 1 7 6 4 3 2  

8 5 7 1 6 3 4 2 
5 8 1 7 3 6 2 4

5 1 8 7 6 3 4 2  

1 5 7 8*3 6 2 4  
5 1 7 3 8 2 6 4  
1 5 3 7 2 8 4 6

1 5 7 3 8 2 6 4

Pudsey S. 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  
2 1 4 3 6 5 8 7  
1 2 3 4 6 8 5 7
2 1 4 3 8 6 7 5

2 4 1 8 3 6 5 7
4 2 8 1 6 3 7 5
4 2 1 8 3 6 5 7
2 4 8 1 6 3 7 5

4 2 8 6 1 7 3 5
2 4 6 8 7 1 5 3
2 6 4 8 1 7 3 5
6 2 8 4 7 1 5 3

2 6 4 8 7 5 1 3
6 2 8 4 5 7 3 1
6 8 2 5 4 7 1 3
8 6 5 2 7 4 3 1

6 8 2 5 4 7 3 1
8 6 5 2 7 4 1 3
8 5 6 7 2 4 3 1
5 8 7 6 4 2 1 3

8 5 6 7 4 1 2 3
5 8 7 6 1 4 3 2
5 7 8 6 4 1 2 3
7 5 6 8 1 4 3 2

5 7 6 1 8 3 4 2
7 5 1 6 3 8 2 4
7 5 6 1 8 3 4 2
5 7 1 6 3 8 2 4

5 1 7 3 6 8 4 2
1 5 3 7 8 6 2 4
5 1 7 3 8 2 6 4
1 5 3 7 2 8 4 6

1 5 7 3 8 2 6 4
Pudsey is inferior to Yorkshire because, while in the 

latter the natural coursing order of the bells  ̂ is not 
broken above the treble, in the former it is retained for 
only a portion of the time. Below the treble, the natural 
coursing order is kept better than in Cambridge, but 
not so well as in Yorkshire.

Pudsey is comparatively free from internal falseness, 
more so than Yorkshire, and much more so than Cam­
bridge. The first, third and fourth sections give a clear 
proof scale, but in the second two coursing bells make 
places together in 1-2. That produces the false course 
end B24365, with the incidence of the falseness in the 
third and fifth leads. For ordinary purposes the method 
has the same capacity for producing peals as Yorkshire, 
and compositions with the tenors together will apply to 
both alike. (To be continued.)
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N O T IC E S .
GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Chertsey Dis­

trict.— A  meeting will be held at Chertsey on Saturday, 
Sept. 20th. Handbells from-3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Tea in the Churchroom 5 p.m. The larger the attend­
ance the more the officers will be pleased.— F. E. Haw­
thorne, Hon. Sec., 39 , Queen’s Road, Thames Ditton.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON­
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— North and East District. 
— Next meeting will be held at St. Matthew’s, Upper 
Clapton, on Saturday, September 20th. Handbells avail­
able 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Bring your 
own sugar.— T. J. Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— The 
next meeting will be held at Uttoxeter on Saturday, Sep­
tember 20th, at 3 p.m. Handbells available. Short ser­
vice at 5 p.m. —  Andrew Thompson, 63 , Whitehouse 
Road, Cross Heath, Newcastle, Staffs.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TIO N .— Northern Branch.— Annual meeting ,at Clent 
(D.V.),-Saturday, September 20th. Bells (8) available for 
silent practice from 3 p.m. Short service 4.45 p.m. Tea
5.30 p.m. Business meeting for election of officers, etc., 
to follow, and usual evening arrangements. Outstanding 
subscriptions should be paid and reports obtained at this 
meeting.— Bernard C. Ashford, Sec., 9, Bowling Green 
Road, Stourbridge.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Fylde Branch.— A 
meeting will be held at St. Anne’s Parish Church on 
Saturday, September 20th. Business : Appointment of 
branch secretary in place of Mr. Sharpies, who is remov­
ing back to Oswaldtwistle in the near future. A good 
attendance is desired.— C. Sharpies, 35, Berwick Road, 
Blackpool.

YORKSH IRE ASSOCIATION.— Western Division. 
— The quarterly meeting will be held at Heptonstall on 
Saturday, September 20th. Ramblers meet at Hebden 
Bridge Trackless Terminus at 3 o ’clock for walk to Hep­
tonstall. Tea at Co-operative Cafe, Town Gate, at 4.30 
(as. 3d.). Business meeting in schools at 5.30. Hand­
bells during the afternoon and evening. Subscriptions 
now due.— Frank Rayment, Greenhill Road, Bramley, 
Leeds.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Guils- 
borough Branch. —  A meeting will be held at Long 
Buckby on Saturday, Sept. 20th. Bells (5) will be rung 
silent.— C. Green, Hon. Sec., Murcatt, Long Buckby.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, Sept. 27th, 
at the Bell Foundry, 32-34, Whitechapel Road, E .i, 
at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Annual meeting at 
Preston, Saturday, September 27th. Handbells in vestry 
and ringing room. Service at 4 p.m. Tea in school after 
at is. gd. each to those only who send in their names to 
Mr. C. Crossthwaite, 114, Oxford Street, Preston, not 
later than Wednesday, the 24th. Meeting in the same 
school afterwards. W e hope as many as possible will 
try to attend.— W . H. Shuker and T. Wilson, Hon. Secs.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON­
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— South and W est District.
•— A meeting will be held at Heston on Saturday, Septem­
ber 27th. Tea at the Westbrook Memorial Hall, is. 8d. 
per head. Hall available from 2 p.m. As it has been

necessary to guarantee an attendance of 20 for tea, it is 
very much hoped the attendance will be a good one. 
Notice for tea must be sent to Mr. H. C. Chandler, 
44 , New Heston Road, Hounslow, not later than Sept 
25th. Handbells available. Reports ready. Subscrip­
tions due. —  J. E. Lewis Cockey, Hon. Dis. Sec., 16 , 
St. Stephen’s Road, Ealing, W .13.

HERTFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Eastern Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Broxborne (8 bells, 
silent) on Saturday, September 27th, at 3 p3n. Handbells 
available. Tea at the Welcome Cafe, near church. All 
are welcome. Please come.— A. Laurence, 6, W est Gold­
ings, Hatfield.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— North-Eastern Division.—  
A district meeting will be held at Bradfield on Saturday, 
September 27th. Handbells available at 2.30 p.m., most 
probably in the Village Hall. Service at 4 p.m. .Tea and 
business meeting in the Village Hall. Owing to catering 
difficulties, those intending to be present must bring their 
own teas for all meetings while the war lasts. This 
parish is clear of the defence area, provided people travel 
via the Harwich Road from Colchester and enter Mistley 
end of the village. There is a good bus and rail service. 
— Leslie Wright, Hon. Dis. Sec.

NO RW ICH  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— A meet­
ing will be held at Diss on Saturday, September 27th. 
Tower bells (silent), if possible, 2.15 p.m. Service 4 p.m. 
Tea at the Coffee Tavern 4.45 p.m. Please note change 
of date of meeting. Please.write Albert G. Harrison, 10, 
Mount Pleasant, Diss, about numbers for tea.— Rev. A. 
G. G. Thurlow, Gen. Sec., 52, The Close, Norwich.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY— The next 
meeting will be held at St. Chad’s, Headingley,-on Satur­
day, Sept. 27th. Handbells from 3 p.m. in the Parish 
Room (Vicarage, side entrance). Business meeting
4.30 p.m. Tea can be obtained near the church. A 
good muster is desired.— H. Lofthouse, Hon. Sec., 8, 
Wortley Road, Leeds, 12.

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A SSO C IA T IO N .— Meeting 
at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey, Saturday, Sept. 
27th. Handbells from 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. All welcome. 
— H. G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel Avenue, Watford.

ST. M AR TIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF 
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755). —  Quarterly meet­
ing will be held at the Parish, Church, Edgbaston, Birm­
ingham, on Saturday, Oct. 4th. Silent practice on tower 
bells from 3.30  to 4 .3 0 ; short service 4 .3 0 ; tea 5 . 15 . 
Business meeting and handbell ringing to follow. All re­
quiring tea must notify by Oct. 1st at latest. —  T. H. 
Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136, Newton Road, Sparkhill, Birm­
ingham, 11.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Tonbridge Dis­
trict.— The annual meeting will be held at Tonbridge on 
Saturday, Oct. 4th. Further announcement next week. 
— T. Saunders, Peckham Bush, Paddock Wood.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S A SSO C IA T IO N . —  A 
special general meeting will be held at St. Margaret’s, 
Leicester, on Saturday, October 4th, in conjunction with 
local meeting. All committee members who can are 
urgently requested to attend. Financial matters will be 
discussed. Meet in Church Vestry 4 p.m.— Ernest Morris, 
Gen. Hon. Sec., 24, Coventry Street, Leicester.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS, j— The address of Mr. 
Albert G. Harrison is now 10, Mount Pleasant, Diss, 
Norfolk.
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The Central Council Publications
TO P I B E  ^ O B T A I N  E D  POST>> iF R E E 'i  

f r o m  th e  
R e v. E . S . P O W E L L , S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

». d.
OOLLBOTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-BsU Treble

Dominated Methods) .................................................................  9
COLLECTION O F ’ PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford Bob) ... .................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..........................  ... 1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE W^TH S.P.A.B..............................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ................................................................................................  U
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ........... 3

Cambridge Surprise Major ...........'  ... 2
. Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3

Bristol Surprise Major ..........................  2
HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ........... 2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................... 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ... ... ................................................. % ...........................  2  O
-- -------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------■ ■ •

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

' ROPE-SIGHT,’ It. lOd.; ninth edition; ISO pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
fire bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
' 8TEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope. 

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to H  bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
‘ SURPRISE METHODS.' 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. O. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from 
M i B B  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N  
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s to n , L a n c e

P U B L IC A T IO N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or Bs. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I* Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7Jd. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

_

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(6 copies for 1 5  /-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper coders, 64pp.,

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /-). ^
O b tainable only p o st free  fro m  Rev. E. 8 . POWELL, 

8 ta v er to n  V loarage, near Daventry,

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCtUNC
E a t. 1 8 * 0  -■ - - . - l—  Tal> M O O

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes)  Ltd .
LOUGHBOROUGH

------- • .
O raar y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rices In crea se , 
p r e -w a r  q u ality , and sen d  us y o u r  old Bell Ropea  

to r  rep airs w h ilst n o t in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND g s & ,  la  Solid Silver

Diameter 2*in 2iin, Slim. 3iin. tin. <|in. 6in. 5tfn 
Prioe 1 8 /8  2 2 /6  2 8 /8  3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /8  8 7 /8  7 8 /8

The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optioian
Telephone 276 A V O K I N C i

SMITH of DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers ofjmany famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  & S on s, M idland Clook W ork s, 

D erby, Ltd.
H ead Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 8 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice F ret

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published bv the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildings/ London, E.C.4.

»



No. 1,592. Yol. XXXVI. FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th, 1941. Price 3d.

GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON Ltd-
CROYDON

\ *

Founders of the
H EA V IEST BELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

in
C A N A D A  

S. A F R I C A  
N E W  Z E A L A N D

Telephone  
T h o rn to n  Heath  3221-2-3  and 3120

AGE.
Ringers are said to be long-lived folk, but whether 

there is any justification for so sweeping a claim or not, 
there is plenty of evidence just now that quite a number 
of ringers are enjoying the' honours of that ‘ old age 
which, though despised, is coveted by all.’ The Exercise 
will join in congratulating those members of it who in 
recent days have reached particularly memorable milestones 
along life’s road. Especially will they congratulate Mr. 
Robert Brundle who, a few days ago, passed his ninetieth 
birthday. Robert Brundle has been a remarkable man, 
for his active ringing, which ceased only with the ban, 
has been spread over nearly sixty-five years, and has in­
cluded some remarkable achievements, among them peals 
in new Surprise Maximus methods after he was' eighty 
and a peal of Cambridge Surprise Maximus at eighty- 
seven, to say nothing of the numerous long peals which 
he rang iri his younger days. Indeed, he achieved fame 

| fifty years ago when he took part in the record peal of 
Oxford Treble Bob at Debenham in 1892 . He is the kind 
of man who through good times and bad is not only a 
buttress of his own company, but forms the salt of the 
Exercise. He is honoured to-day by all his friends, those 
who have known him in St. Mary-le-Tower belfry and those 
who know him only by name.

But there are others who occur to us as having greatly 
served the Exercise in their day and generation, of whom 
it can be said, ‘ old age has crept upon them unperceived. ’ 
Last week Mr. W . H. Fussell, a great enthusiast, joined 
the.band of octogenarians whose careers have n^arked a 
trail through the history of ringing for more than half a 
century. Names like those of Canon Coleridge, George 
Williams, James George, the Rev. William C. Pearson, 
W . J. Nevard and Tom Miller occur to one, and there are 
doubtless others, now in the eighties, w,hose birthdays 
are not just yet. These men in their different ways have 
contributed their share to the maintenance of our art, and 
we delight to think they are still with us and able to re­
tain the interest which has inspired them through their 
long life. W e value them also in another directioh. To 
many of us they form a living link 'with a past' which be­
longs to a different age in ringing matters.

They have seen the evolution of ringing from a com­
paratively modest standard of accomplishment to the high 
level which it has now reached as a science, and they have 
watched the development of ringers from an unorganised 
collection of companies with few aspirations to the care­
fully planned body which has been welded into half a 
hundred associations and guilds united under one central 
organisation. This has all taken place in the lives of 

(Continued on page 458 i
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  J83 3 ). ;

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CL0C| MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most important ClocKs 

in the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

‘ THE GUILDFORD CLOGK WORKS,’
B ankfield  Te rra c e , B urley, Leeds.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e rs , S h a ke sfoe are  S t .,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld ,

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved

Illustration,

get. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45/-
H A L L  M A RKE D  S IL V E R  . .  7/6
G IL T  OR W H IT E  M E T A L  *.. 4/-. 

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

Exact size

GEO. STACEY, S v V ND
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

M E T H O D  S P L IC IN G
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in .

‘ METHOD SPLIC IN G ,’ price 1/3  (post free) 
from ‘ The Ringing: World ’ Office, 

LOW ER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKING.

X
ESTABLISHED 1 7 8 0

JOHN NIC0LL,
Church Bell Rope, and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERM OND SEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

these men, and from their standpoint as ringers these 
years have been worth living through;' What is more, 
some of them, like Canon Coleridge, Master of the Ox­
ford Diocesan Guild} and George Williams, Master of the 
Winchester and Portsmouth Guild, are still actively 
identifying themselves with the organisation of ringing 
affairs and taking their share in the work. In this spirit 
they are carrying on in these difficult days an example to 
many who seem so easily to become depressed because 
ringing at the moment is under a cloud. They at least' 
are not among the pessimists.

And behind this group of octogenarians there marches 
another larger band, the men in their seventies, who but 
for the enforced silence of the bells would be giving a 
lead in the towers of the land. It is amazing when one 
casts a look around to see how many ringers there are 
in the septuagenarian stage who are, as it were, ‘ fighting 
fit ’ for the belfry,.and, to mix the metaphor, straining at 
the leash. Age is one of the things which is no bar to 
ringing and, as has so often been said, there seems no 
limit at either end of the scale. Youth and age can blend 
in the tower, and youth does not necessarily rob age of 
the honours to be gained at the rope end. Ringing is 
one of the things that keeps a man young in spirit, and 
it is that spirit which wards off the chilling hand of the 
passing years. Let us then salute age when we meet it in 
the belfry and honour those among us who have done so 
much to raise the standard of our art,

D E A T H  O F  I P S W I C H  R I N G E R .
ME. ALBERT DURRANT’S HANDBELL PERFORMANCES.

It is with deep regret that we record the death of Mr. Albert
E. Durrant, an old and respected member of St. Mary-le-Tower 
Society, Ipswich, which took place on September 8th After a long 
illness.

He was at one time a very noted double-handed handbell ringer, 
and took .part in, among other performances, the following first peals 
on handbells by the Norwich Diocesan Association: March 12tli, 1888, 
7-8 to Bob Maximus at Ipswich: April 14th, 1888, 5-6 to Grandsire 
Triples at Sproughton; March 8th, 1889, 5-6 to Grandsire Caters at 
Ipswich; December 25th, 1895, 3-4 to Double Norwich Court Bob Major 
at the residence of Mr. F. J. Tillett, the conducting being shared 
between Mr. Charles Mee and the late Mr. James Motts.

During the present century Mr. Durrant did not do much peal 
ringing, but was an extraordinarily neat handler of the rope and a 
good striker. His peal records in tne N.D.A. report'show 62 on tower 
bells and 13 on handbells. In later years he took great interest in 
listening tp peals rung on St. Mary-le-Tower bells and enjoyed hear­
ing Forward Maximus more than the ringers did.

After he had left handbell practice fbr about 20 years the writer 
saw him ring 3-4 to Double Norwich Major in his own good style. 
Thus passes to his rest another of the fine old ringers. G. E. S.

SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD.
JANUARY MEETING ABANDONED.

Members and friends of the Society for the Archdeaconry of Stafford 
met at Codsall‘ on Saturday, September 13tli, in beautiful weather. 
The number of 22 included a welcome visitor from Banstead, Surrey, 
in the person of Pte. A. J. Adams. R.A.O.C. Apologies were received 
from StafF-Sergt. B. G. Key, R.A.O.C., Mr. Fred Bennett, who has 
recently joined the Tank Corps, Messrs. W. Walker, H. Butler and
B. Horton.

Handbells were made use of up to the time of the service, when the 
Rev. C. H. Barker read <he prayers and the Rev. M. Spinney, Vicar, 
who gave an address, also accompanied the singing on the organ.

After welcoming the company to Codsall, the Vicar said how sorry 
he was that the bells could not be used. He hoped the time was Hot 
far distant when they might meet under happier conditions.

Adjournment was then made to the Parish H^ll, where a nice tea, 
provided by local friends, had been prepared, including tomatoes, 
lettuce, sugar, etc. The Vicar presided over the business.

On the proposition of Mr. R. Pickering, seconded by Mr. I. Evans, 
it was agreed to give the sum of one guinea'to the 4 John Perry 
Memorial FundT’

Mr. C. Wallater proposed and Mr. W. f*isher seconded that the 
next meeting be held in April, and that the one usually held in 
January be omitted.—This was agreed to.

A vote of thanks to the Vicar for his address, etc., and to Mr. A. G. 
Richards ancl his lady helpers for providing and serving tea, concluded 
the business.
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flANDBELL PEALS.
,  ROCHESTER, KENT

THE OXFOgD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.
On Saturday, September 13, 1941, in Two Hours and One Minute, 

Ai^St. P b ib r’s V icarage,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE DO U BLES, 5040 CH ANGES;

Ten different callings. Tenor size 15 in C.
•W illiam L . B. L bese I John E . Spice (New College) 3-4

(St.John’s) . . .  ............  1-2 I Rb v . John Shepheard-W alwyn
(Oriel) ..................... . . .  5-6

Conducted by John E . Spice.
* First peal of Doubles. First peal on handbells by the ringer of 

5-6, who is totally blind. This is t ie  first handbell peal to be rung 
by the society.

TUNSTALiL, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Monday, September 13, 1941, in Two Hours,
I n the R inging C hamber of the C hurch of St . John-the-B a p tisi, 

A PEAL OF BOB M IN OR, 5S40 CH ANGES;
Seven different callings. Tenor size 15 in C.
•James S. W e b b ..................... 1-2 | John E. S pice .....................  3 - 4

fW illia m  L. B. Lbese .. .  5-6 
Conducted by John E. Spicb.

* First peal of Minor ‘ in hand.’ t  First peal of Minor.. First peal 
of Minor as conductor. The ringer of 5-6 was elected a member of 
the association prior to starting.

LONDON.
THE SOCIETY OF ROYAL CUMBERLAND YOUTHS.

On Saturday, September 20, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-Four Minutes, 
I n the C rypt of S t . M artin 's-in-the-F ields,

A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5024 CH ANGE8)
Tenor size 14 in D.

G eorge W . Stbbrb . . .  . . .  1-2 I George H. Cross ............ 5-6
A lfred H . Polling . . .  . . .  3 - 4  | John S. Goldsmith .................  7-8

Composed and Conducted by G eorge H . C ross.
Umpire— William J. Robinson.

Rung in honour of the 80th birthday of William H. Fussell, of 
Slough, and of his completion of 60 years’ membership of the society. 

RADLEY, BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOOESAN GUILD.

On Sunday, Septimber 21, 1941, in Two Hours and Four Minutes,
A t the School H odsEj 

A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CH ANGE8;
Seven different callings. Tenor 14 in D.
•Gerald B romley ............ 1-2 | John E. S picb ....................  3-4

M iss M arie R. C ross . . .  5-6 
Conducted by Miss M arie R . C ross.

*. First peal ‘ in hand.’ First peal as conductor. Mr. G. Bromley 
iff- totally blind..

BURGESS HILL, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOOIATION.

On Sunday, September 21, 1941, in Two Hours and Twenty-Nine Minutes, 
A t R estormel, Janes L ane ,

A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5040 CH ANGES;
•Miss O. D . H airs ............  1-2 I E . A . B arnett .....................  5-6

Frank I . H a ir s .....................  3-4 | M rs. F. I. H airs.....................  7-8
Conducted by F rank I. H airs.

* First peal.

R E M A R K A B L E  P E R F O R M A N C E S .
PEALS BY TWO BLIND MEN.

A very remarkable and interesting feature of the handbell records 
this week is that in two of the peals one of the performers was totally 
blind. •

Mr. Bromley learnt to ring with the O.U.S.C.R. and later with the 
All Saints’ band and the Llandudno band. Mr. John Shepheard- 
Walwyn was fired by his example, and learnt to handle a bell at New 
College, and to ring changes at St. Nicholas’ , Abingdon. Both have 
rung peals on tower bells — Mr. 'Bromley, Bob Major, and Mr. 
Shepheard-Walwyn, Minor and Grandsire Triples. Men who have 
rung' with them have often been surprised to learn that they are blind.

The Ujiiversity peal of Doubles was arranged because one of the 
band happened to be staying in. Kent, where the Rev. Shepheard- 
Walwyn has a curacy ten miles from the conductor’s home. The Bob 
Minor was arranged quite by chance. Mr. Bromley happened to be 
in- Oxford for the week-end and wanted some ringing, so it was 
decided to start for a peal. Only after the event was it realised that 
both had scored their first ‘ in hand ’ within eight days of each other.

LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR.
(Continued from page 464-.)

If the previous statement shows what has taken place, *111611 you 
ought to be able to produce the 10th row of London 57234168 by 
making the 3rd B.S. with the 5th and 7th in the first lead of Bob 
Major ancj, carrying on Bob Major work to the point where the treble 
strikes 6th in the lead commencing 13876542, which would have been 
17856342 in the absence of the B.S. if you tir  this you ’will find the 
2nd’s places at the lead end are' made in order by the 5th, the 7th 
and the 3rd as in London Surprise. If you wish, you could have taken 
J3ob Major in the ordinary way to the lead head 17856342, then made 
a ‘B.S. on 357 at first opportunity and continued until the treble 
strikes fti 6th place. This time I will show you how it is done. Later 
examples you may be able to work out yourself.

12345678 or commencing*'* at
21436587 * the third lead head
24163857 of Bob Major
426183751 R 17856342
46281357 /  71583624
64823175 75138264
68432715 75312846 » ^  -

and Bob Major, on ^  57321486/
to lead heads. 57234168

15723486 
17358264 
13876542 

Now continue this
lead until treble „

strikes in 6th.
31785624
37158264
73512846
75321486
57234168

So you see that the 10th row of London Surprise is really the result 
of making a B.S. on 357 and added C.S.’s on 5, 7 and 3. Indeed, 
there is only one other way of producing the row 57234168 and that is 
by working in the opposite direction by successive C.S.’s on 2.4.6.8 
with the treble and introducing at any convenient point a B.S. on 
3, 5, 7. Q set laws carinot be broken.
'  At this point if you are smart you will say, ‘ A h! Hav§ you for­
gotten the C.S. that 2 and 5 make in the Extreme position at rows 
6 and 7?’ No, it is not forgotten. Look more closely. It is only 
apparently a C.S. and not one in reality. Write down rows 3 to 8 
as follows and you will see that the London way has the same result 
at row 8. Tfie London way obscures the C.S. blows of 5, but it is 
necessary to prevent repetition of rows in tne treble bob hunt.
3 12537486
4 21573846 Here it will be seen clearly how 5 makes the C.S. with
5 25178364 the treble, but it cannot be allowed in this form because
6 25713846 (a) the 2nd lies on lead three consecutive blows, and
7 52178364 (b) row & is a repetition of row 6.
8 25713846

So you see 2 and 5 have not made a C.S. If they had you could 
not have produced the row 57234168 after the lead head 17856342 in 
the way shown above. This is one of the traps you have to guard 
against. Now let us proceed to Section B. In this section 3, 5, 7 
leave the picture jm d the work is taken up by the even bells 2, 4, 6, 
as shown in the skeleton lead. You will observe that the 2nd, 4th 
and 6th make place^ in quick succession. The 2nd makes the place 
in rows 11 and 12. The 4th in rows 12 and 13, and the 6tli in rows 
13 and 14. The 2nd plaim hunts up to the treble and returns to lead, 
whilst the 4th .and 6th each cross the treble before making the place 
and continuing in the same direction. In fact, they appear to behave 
somewhat similar to 3.5.7 in Section A where the 3rd turned back; 
whilst 5 and 7 proceeded onwards after the place. In Section B the 
results are quite different and much more surprising. Although at a 
casual glance the treble appears to have been moved three steps in 
C.O., in reality it lias only moved one step as a careful examination 
of row 14 will show and as I have indicated by the Bob Major lead 
head 18674523. As I have just said, the effect of these three places 
in Section B is surprising. It may even be responsible for the term
* Surprise ’ which this method carries in its name. In the first of 
these places of Section B, rows 11 and 12, the 2nd is moved in C.t). 
from after the 4th to after the 3rd. In the second, rows 12 and 13, 
the 4th is moved in C.O. from after the 6tli to after the 2nd, and 
in the third, rows 13 and 14, the 6th is moved in C.O. from after the 
8tli to after the 6th, so that the combined effect of the three places, 
neglecting for the moment the treble, is to change backward coursing 
order of 38642'to  forward C.O. 32468! Although these bells are in 
forward CjO. they make their whole pulls at lead backstroke and 
liandstroke contrary to the general rule.

To malce hese results a little clearer, compare the C.O. of row 14 
with rows 10 and 1 and with forward C.O. of rounds, thus:—
• Backward row 1 864213578

„  10 864257318 .
- „  14 246185732 

Forward row 1 246875312 
(To be continued.)
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
(Cogtinued from page 449.)

RECORDS AND NOM ENCLATURE.
In 1932 the Analysis Committee, which in 1912 had 

taken over the work of the Peal Values Committee, ab­
sorbed another committee which had done good and last­
ing work. At Northampton, following a resolution by- 
Mr. Edwin H. Lewis, a committee was appointed to 
compile a record of the first and longest peals rung in* 
various methods, and A. T. Beeston, Law James and 
Hervey Beams were entrusted with the work. As a re­
sult they prepared a schedule of the first peals in the 
various methods on all\ numbers and of progressive 
lengths of Major, Caters, Royal, Cinques and Maximus. 
This schedule is printed in Mr. Morris’ ‘ History.’ It 
was a job which entailed a veryi large amount of patient 
research work and was excellently done. Inevitably 
there are a few additions and corrections that need to be 
made, Jjut they are surprisingly few.

Outsiders can never be quite certain who really does 
the work for which a committee is nominally responsible, 
but in this case it is fair to give almost the entire credit 
to Beeston.

A. T. Beeston stands very high among the parson 
ringer^ and as a practical and method ringer probably 
has no superior among them. He was born at Wirks- 
worth in Derbyshire on December 2nd, 1861, and was 
at first intended for a commercial career, but he took 
orders in 1890 and spent the best part of his life as 
curate-in-charge of New Mills in Derbyshire. He 
learned to ring at a very early age, but did not take 
much active interest in change ringing until 1895 . His 
first peal was Bob Triples in March, 1898, and his 
second 8,288  Kent Treble in the following May. Alto­
gether he rang over 400 peals, many of them of out­
standing merit, including spliced Minor and the first in 
several Surprise Major methods. For, twenty years he 
was the secretary of the Chester Diocesan Guild, which 
he represented on the Central Council from 1911 until 
1926. HeNwas made an honorary member in 1927, but 
three years later his health began to fail, and he retired. 
He died on June 30th, 1933, at the age of 71 .

During the last ten years the schedule of records has 
been kept up to date, mainly by Mrs. Fletcher, who 
joined the Analysis Committee in 1932 . Whenever a 
peal in a new method, or a longer length in. an old one, 
is rung, the full particulars of method, composition, and 

. performance, are type and added to a loose-leaved book 
which thus affords an authoritative account of the record 
peals.

When I left the committee in 1910 my place was taken 
by the Rev. E. W . Carpenter. Mr. George P. Burton 
had replaced Mr. Borrett some time before, and shortly 
afterwards Mr. George Williams was added.

Edward Westall Carpenter was one of two brothers, 
both of whom were original members of the Council and 
did good work for it. They were the sons of a Croydon 
doctor, and the elder brother, Arthur, followed iy his 
father’s profession. I have already mentioned him in 
connection with the Peal Collections Committee. He was 
a graduate of Oxford University. The younger brother* 
who was born in 1855, went to Cambridge and, after 
taking orders, was curate at Milton-next-Sittingbourne, 
in Kent. In 1883 he was appointed Vicar'of Bobbing,

and as his church had six bells he turned his attention 
to ringing, which was not difficult, since his elder brother 
had already taken up the art with enthusiasm. Edward 
learned most of his ringing at Croydon, and his first peal, 
one of Bob Major at Carshalton in 1887, was conducted 
by Arthur. In 1890, Edward becarrte the secretary of 
the Kent County Association. He spent the last years of 
his life as the Rector of Boothby Pagnall in Lincolnshire. 
From 1891 to 1902 he represented the Kent County Asso­
ciation on the Central Council, and from 1903 to 1932 he 
was an honorary member. He was a most attractive 
person, both to look at and to deal with.

When change ringing began to revive after the Great 
W ar, the influence of the first- edition of the Minor 
Methods Collection began to be widely felt. Many bands 
were practising the new methods in the book, and were 
giving them names, as they were invited to do. • Up to 
a point things went according to plan, but it, was not 
long before difficulties appeared. The bands were 
expected to publish the names in ‘"The Ringing W orld,’ 
and, generally speaking, they did so, but the information 
was widely scattered over many copies of the paper, and 
at any.given time it was almost impossible to say which 
methods had been named and which not. Many people 
did write the names as they appeared above the figures 
in their own copies of the book, but that was not much 
use to the general public, and some official action was 
necessary. C. W . O. Jenkyn, the Council’s librarian, 
undertook to get the information up to date and to pub­
lish lists from time to time. . That helped matters, but 
still there was a lot of confusion and many methods were 
given different names by separate bands, and some three 
or more.

The Analysis Committee naturally experienced the in­
convenience more than anyone else, and they began to 
call for some action to settle the matter definitely. In 
1921 at Westminster, A. T . Beeston asked the Council 
to give them authority to supply names to the many 
methods still unnamed as the only way out of the muddle. 
It was, in so many words, an assertion that the plan of 
leaving the naming to the bands which first rang the 
methods had proved a failure. Law James proposed that 
for six weeks people should still be allowed to supply 
names, atid after that the Analysis * Committee shpuld 
take the work in hand. On my suggestion the time was 
extended to six months so as to give everybody a reason­
able chance, and the Council agreed.

The Analysis Committee published their proposals in 
‘ The Ringing World ’ of May 26th, 1922- They had 
gone carefully into the matter and tried to do the nam­
ing according to a consistent *plan. Plain Methods were 
called after lakes. Treble Bob method after flowers, 
fourth’s place Delight methods after abbeys, and third’s 
place Delight methods after castles. - •

These proposals were not well received in the Exercise 
generally. Six-bell ringers objected to the words ‘ castle ’ 
and ‘ abbey ’ in the titles, and especially to the floral 
names. There has seldom been, such unanimity in the 
Exercise as there was in the condemnation of the floral 
names. The committee were rather taken by surprise, 
and evidently thought the criticism was largely artificial 
and insincere. Tulip and Primrose had been familiar to 
ringers as names of methods for scores of years ; what ob­
jection could there Be to Hyacinth and Geranium? E. W .  
Carpenter, who had given much thought to the matter,



Fortunately they played into my hands, for, instead of 
recommending a conservative revision of the disputed Minor 
methods names, they advocated a root-and-branch re­
formation of all the names and sub-titles which had come 
down from the ages. Many of those names carried his­
tory with them, such as London Scholars’ Pleasure and 
Double Norwich Court Bob, and some were really good 
poetical names like Morning Star and Evening Star. 
The committee’s plea was utility, but utility is not 
everything, and we cannot afford to sever the links with 
the past history of the Exercise. I set myself to thwart 
their scheme and, having secured the rejection of their 
report at Ipswich, in the next year I induced the Council 
to give back the control of the names to the Methods 
Committee.

But that was not the end of the controversies* on 
naming. I had to justify my action and publish for 
criticism the final list of names as they were to appear 
in the second edition of the Minor Collection. I had 
sense enough to try to give what ringers wanted, and to 
leave untouched the good work others had done; and 
so the matter went through all right.

Meanwhile I persuaded Law James to agree to the 
naming of the Plain Major methods and the Alliance 
Minor methods without making any fuss or doing any­
thing which might provoke controversy, and when the 
books appeared they were accepted by all without com­
ment.

I hoped it would have been the same with the Surprise 
Major methods, but as will be remembered, the old con­
troversies flared up again, and incidentally were the 
cause of the book not being already in print.
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declared himself unrepentant; and Beeston sought to con­
solidate the position by getting his own band to ring the 
methods and so claim a further right to name them.

But the feeling in the Exercise.was a real one, even if 
it was not altogether logical, and when the matter came 
before the Council at Westminster in 1924 a proposal to 
appoint a committee to deal with the whole question of 
nomenclature met with .approval and was agreed to.

Mr. George P. Burton was the prime mover in the 
matter, and he took the lead in the new committee. The 
others were all estimable persons, but their known quali­
fications were not such as would create any great con­
fidence in their ability to deal with a subject which was 
partly historical, partly literary, and partly aesthetic.

I did not begin the agitation against the floral names 
(the Editor of ‘ The Ringing World ’ was almost the first 
there), but after a while I tosk a hand, because I had in 
my mind that a second edition of the Minor Collection 
would shortly have to be prepared, as well as collections 
of Triples, Plain Major and ultimately Surprise Major 
methods. I wanted the matter settled before the new 
publications appeared, and I also wanted to get the. 
control of everything connected with the books, includ­
ing the naming, baA: into the hands of the Methods Com­
mittee, who, I felt should never have let it slip.

Long experience has convinced me that if you want to 
produce a good book on any subject you must not have 
too many cooks all claiming equal authority to mix the 
broth. A committee very often is bad enough, and we 
were faced with a worse prospect, for here was a second 
committee, very ‘active and self-reliant, who would claim 
(and have a right to claim) an overriding authority on 
what was after all an essential part of the new books.
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BELFRY GOSSIP.
Among the many churches damaged in the German attacks on 

London last October was St. Matthew’s,?Upper Clapton. The roof 
and windows were shattered, the building rendered unusable, and 
at one time it was feared the tower and eight bells had suffered. 
Last • Saturday the Vicar asked two of the officers of the Middlesex 
Association to have a look at the bells and say what they thought. 
They disclaimed any expert qualifications, but so far as they could 
see the bells have suffered no damage whatever. Some of the wheels 
have been smashed by • woodwork blown down from the windows, 
and the presence of pigeons has made a lot of cleaning and over­
hauling necessary before the bells can be rung. But if peace comes 
suddenly there seems to be no reason why these bells should not play 
their proper part.

We are pleased to report that Mr. Thomas Hurd is now at home 
and is well on the way to recovery.

Matthew A. Wood, for many years one of the leading ringers in 
London, was born at Church Row, Bethnal Green, on September 22nd, 
1826. He died in 1912.

William Shipway primed Double Norwich Caters in his ‘ Cam- 
panalogia,* but it was not until September 22nd, 1894-, that the first 
peal was rung at St. Stephen’s, Bristol. Even now the method has 
not received the attention its great merits warrant. ~

The first peal of Major on the sea was rung on the Mediterranean 
on board the S.S. ‘ Barrabool ’ seven years ago last Wednesday. The 
method was Bob Major, Mr. Rupert Richardson rang 3-4 and con­
ducted, and the rest of the band was: Mrs. Richardson 1-2, Rev. E. B. 
James 5-6, and J. S. Goldsmith 7-8.

T̂ohn Cox was the first man to compose a peal of Stedman Caters 
with the sixty in-course tittum course-ends. He called it at St. 
Tames’ , Bermondsey, on September 25th, 184J.

The first peal of Dublin Court Major was conducted at Gosforth 
by Mr. W. H. Barber on September 27th, 1913; and on the same 
date in 1924 the first peal of London Surprise Major in Scotland was 
rung at St. Cuthbert’s, Edinburgh.

The first course of Grandsire Triples in Natal was rung on Sunday, 
September 9th, 1923.

Fifty years ago to-day two peals were rung, one was Bob Major, 
the other Grandsire Triples. The latter was Holt’s Original at South- 
over, Lewes, conducted by Mr. George Williams, and was Mr. A. J. 
Turner’s first peal in the method.

Eighteen years ago to-day Mrs. Frank Hairs rang 1-2 to a peal of 
Superlative and thus became the first lady to achieve a peal in a 
Surprise method on handbells.

Mrs. Hairs felt very proud last Sunday when her daughter, follow­
ing in her footsteps, rang lier first peal on handbells. Miss Hairs 
did not start ringing until last May, so she has done very well indeed. 
She is a night nurse in Hove and her time for practice is very limited. 
Was this the first time that father, mother and daughter have rung 
a handbell peal together?

Mr. Spice writes to say that his colleague, Mr. I. Emery, is still 
detained in hospital owing to a very painful complication, but is 
improving and now hopes to be home shortly. He sends his kind 
regards to all ringing friends.

L O N D O N  S O C IE T IE S .
To the Editor.

Sir,—Your headline, ‘ London Societies,’ surely should be ‘ National 
Societies.’ Years ago they were London, but now you will see peals 
rung right up in the North by resident College Youths, and in Bucks 
my own association has a local Cumberland band, thanks to one 
member.

With regard to the rule in question, will it affedfr our main duty 
(let us never forget that)—Sunday ringing? No, the two main towers, 
St. Paul’s and St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields, would still have their own 
bands and quite right. It simply boils down to peals, and surely 
when it comes to pleasure, some other arrangement can be made than 
scrapping an age-old rule and tradition.

One of mv pleasant memories is ringing a handbell peal with three 
stalwart College Youths, Messrs. Cockerill, Winney and Bert Langdon. 
As soon as we met they suggested my own Guildford Guild.' I thanked 
them, but said, ‘ No,’ and suggested a guild which was a friend to all 
of us, the Oxford,.and it was rung for that. Personally, I ring peals 
entirely for pleasure, and the name of the guild it is run^ under is 
immaterial. Surely if a mixed band of both societies met in London 
for a p£al there are plenty of societies right outside London they 
could ring it under to avoid jealousy.

I am quite willing to admit that these old societies, like old build­
ings, have their inconveniences. I have personal experience of one 
such building, but with all its faults I  would not have it altered and 
I would say to both societies, ‘ Hands off that rule.’

In your last paragraph you suggest killing tradition. It will be a 
bad day for all of us when tradition is killed in our national life. 
Where should we be but for the Navy, and they live and thrive on it

A. H. PULLING.
The Royal Grammar School, Guildford.
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THE ‘ GRAND OLD MAN ’ OF RINGING.
MR. ROBERT BRUNDLE CELEBRATES HIS 90th 

BIRTHDAY.
Events in Ipswich Veteran’s Career Recalled.

Oil Thursday week, Mr. Robert Brundle, whose home is at 5, Wel­
lington Street, Ipswich, celebrated his 90th birthday. He is in 
excellent health, witfi all his faculties unimpaired, for his hearing is 
perfect and he can find papers and notes without glasses. Tl^ Exer­
cise will join in congratulations to this ‘ Grand Old Man ’ of ringing, 
for he has had a long and, as a ringer, an eventful life. His peal 
ringing, for instance, began in 1878 and ended, at any rate tem­
porarily, only in October, 1938, when he took part in a peal of Cam­
bridge Surprise Maximus—yes, Cambridge Maximus—in honour of his 
eighty-seventh birthday.

Bob Brundle lias been a great ringer, as witness the fact that he 
has taken part in numerous historical performances and in the later 
years of the Ipswich Society’s progress shared in the first peals in a 
number of twelve-bell Sur­
prise methods. But, like most 
great ringers, Mr. Brundle is 
loth to talk about himself.
At last, however, through the 
good offices of Mr. George 
Symonds, we are able to give 
our readers some of the facts 
from his long career in the 
belfry. He prepared the 
notes with his own hand and 
himself searched the ringing 
papers for his facts. It must 
nave been a laborious task, 
because he has not got a com­
plete record of his peals.

Mr. Brundle, a joiner by 
trade, has visited many parts 
of the country in pursuit of 
his work, which was particu­
larly connected with the 
building and equipping of 
flour mills. Thus, having 
learned to ring at St.
Matthew’s Church, Ipswich, 
he travelled at different times 
as far north as Dundee and 
Edinburgh, south to various 
places on the coast, and west 
to Bristol. Always he rang 
on Jhe bells of every church 
available.

At one time he lived in 
London, near ,S t. Peter’s,
Walworth, and married his 
first wife at Holy Trinity Church in the Borough. He has numerous 
great-grandchildren, scattered in various parts of the country and 
some in East Africa.

Mr. Brundle has, of course, seen much of the social and mechanical 
revolutions of this age, but one thing can be recalled with special 
interest. He saw the birth of the pedal cycle. He made his own 
wooden bicycle shod with a flat iron tyre. His inventive mind soon 
told him that a round tyre would be better in contact with the stones 
of the rough roads of that day, and he applied it to his own machine. 
One of his home-made ‘ bone-shakers ’ is now in the museum at 
Lowestoft.

Mr. Brundle’s membership of*the College Youths goes back nearly 
63 years. His certificate is dated October 22nd, 1878, and is signed 
by George Dorrington, Master; George A. Muskett, Hon. Secretary; 
Samuel Reeves and William Cecil, Stewards. In the course of his long 
career he has rung between eighty and ninety peals of Maximus and 
is the oldest man ever to ring a peal of Maximus. He was always 
blessed with considerable physical strength, and up to quite late in 
life was usually found at tne heavy end in any peal in which he took 
part, especially if the going was bad. His friends tell an amusing 
tale of him on one occasion when he took on a bad-going tenor. 
He instructed his wife to sew buttons on his shirt in order to hold up 
his trousers, but the buttons broke away from the shirt through his 
exertions and—well, the trousers failed to stop where they should have 
done and the peal failed in laughter.

But let Mr. Brundle tell his own story as he has compiled it. It 
was written by his own hand, and in order that it may be preserved 
the manuscript has found a*place in the library of the St. Mary-le- 
Tower Society, o f which he is so honoured a member :—

Some of my ringing friends desire me to send a record of my ring­
ing to .our worthy paper, ‘ The Ringing World,’ to which I have been 
a subscriber from the first to the last publication. The leading articles 
are always interesting with fair comment; the articles from great 
men of the Exercise, the correspondence, Belfry Gossip, etc.', are 1̂1 
very interesting. The time and goodwill of clever men given to 
educate some who are living and those to follow on are most instructive 
and helpful to all who wish to become bellringers. Looking at the

records of soi^e of those past and gone and some living, I did not 
think my record of sufficient importance to find a place in ‘ The Ring­
ing World,’ but I feel I must comply with my good friends’ wishes.

If spared till Thursday, the 18th of this month September (this was 
written earlier in the month), I shall be 90 years of age, for which 
I thank God. Not long ago I passed through a serious illness and 
lost my dear good wife on April 30th, 1939,. so I must be like your 
correspondent who signed himself ‘ Not Too Tough,’ although I find 
him looking well,, just as clever, just as genial, as tough as ever, 
with the best of interest in the old society of St. Mary-le-Tower at 
heart. 1

My trade as a joiner took me long distances from home and gave 
me the opportunity of visiting many fine churches and some cathedrals 
in which I am much interested, and the opportunity of a nice touch 
or a peal.

In reference to my peal ringing, I find recorded in Norwich Diocesan 
and Suffolk Guild Reports about 350 in all, rung mainly at St. Mary- 
le-Tower and St. Margaret’s Churches, Ipswich, under those dis­
tinguished conductors the late Mr. James Motts, Messrs. George 
Symonds, Charles Sedgley and William Brown.

ST. MARY-LE-TOWER, IPSWICH,
where Mr. Brundle achieved many of his best 

performances.

The peals of Maximus include Plain Bob, Kent and Oxford Treble 
Bob, Old and New Cambridge, Superlative, Duffield, Yorkshire, 
Pudsey, Little Albion, Forward and Double Norwich Court Bob. 'The 
Cinques and Caters are Grandsire and Stedman, and the Royal consist 
of Plain Bob, Kent, Oxford and Double Norwich Court Bob. In 
connection with the Caters, I  find that on October 22nd, 1878, 5,021 
Giiindsire Caters in 3 hours and 26 minutes, the first peal on the 
present St. Mary-le-Tower bells, was rung, and this was also my first 
peal. It was composed by John Cox and conducted by Daniel Prentice.

I have rung peals of Major in Plain Bob, Kent, Oxford, Double 
Norwich, etc., including Marven’s 6,000 Plain Bob at St. Margaret’s, 

(Continued on next page.)
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WAR-TIME MEETINGS.*
SECRETARIES’ THANKLESS TASK.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Yonr correspondent, Mr. Eric B. Hartley, lias indulged 

in a general attack on associations’ war-time activities which makes 
a reply imperative. '

He complains that associations hold as few meetings as possible, and 
then not on the dates prescribed in the rules. Surely the officials 
have no choice but to hold meetings, many or few, as the members 
demand, and if there is no demand to be answered there will be no 
meetings. The time of officials is no less valuable than that of any 
other individual, and to-day may be better spent in aiding the national 
effort than on aiding the disgruntled ringer whose forte is destructive 
criticism. Moreover, if the rules demand a meeting on Saturday, the 
16th, is the secretary expected to desert from his post as warden or 
Home Guard to satisfy regulations which were drafted in peace time?

Naturally a secretary will apologise for the shortcomings which are 
inevitable in war-time meetings and explain the difficulties of arrang­
ing them. Anyone who has had that thankless task will know that it 
was difficult in normal days and is a thousand times worse now. In 
my association, successful meetings have been held, helped in no small 
measure by one or two enthusiasts who have gone to considerable 
expense and trouble in taking over arrangements on the spot. We 
also issue an annual report and balance sheet in an abbreviated form, 
and all ringers who were members in 1939 remain so for the rest of 
the war, irrespective of whether subscriptions are paid or not. They 
are also qualified for application to the Benvolent Fund, and those 
advantages are only due to the policy of wise finance carried out oyer 
a number of years with the idea of preparing for a rainy day—which 
has now arrived. Dujriifg the last year the customary allowance of 
rail fares to meetings has been suspended as a temporary measure 
uhtil complete stock has been taken of financial workings under the 
new order.

Your correspondent’s suggestion of holding monthly meetings at a 
particular place is excellent, but he does not realise the fact that 
meetings are for practice with those not so well advanced in ringing, 
and are often deliberately arranged in out-of-the-way places as a 
missionary measure, not as a social gathering of jolly old pals, nor 
yet to ring Surprise for the first time on the bells.

I have a grave suspicion, Mr. Editor, that your correspondent has 
never held office as secretary in an association long enough to realise 
the difficulties involved. Rather do I gather from his first parc^raph, 
when he speaks of ‘ bagging * towers, that he is what is known in 
official circles as the secretary’s curse. These gentlemen arrive at 
meetings unheralded by the customary postcard 20 minutes before 
tea, hold up operations while they take off the inscriptions of the 
bells (if allowed), modestly admit they can ‘ ring anything except 
Grandsire * (thus ensuring there will be no duds in their touch) and 
patronise the locals. • •

I presume the idea is to ensure a good obituary notice in ‘ The 
Ringing World ‘ Mr. Thingummy had rung at one, or two, or three 
thousand and odd towers, and exasperated one, two or three hundred 
and odd secretaries.’ These campanological parasites then eat a hearty 
and sustaining tea, boast of their feats of athleticism in cycling to 
meetings, and lastly depart cheerily among the exacerbations of those 
assembled.

S. E. ARMSTRONG, Hon. Gen Sec., 
Sussex County Association.

Brighton.

SOME QUESTIONS TO BE ASKED.
Dear Sir, — Before people find fault with association secretaries 

because they do not arrange enough meetings, they ought to consider 
one, or two things and ask themselves some questions.

The questions are what have the people who complain done to 
help and what are they doing now? It was very nice in the days 
before the war for these people to turn to their ‘ Ringing World 
and decidj where they would go every Saturday, but do they think 
that those meetings were arranged for them or that they were doing 
anybody any good by going to them? Some people when they talk 
about ‘ supporting ’ an association mean getting out of it as much as 
they can in return for nothing.

In the dark winter nights coming it will not be possible to have 
meetings in many places and not right to have them. If the blitz 
starts again people away from home except on urgent business will 
be a nuisance. Besides it has been announced that travelling facilities 
are to be cut down. Most secretaries are trying1 to do what they can, 
and little thanks and support they get for it. 1

LOCAL ^ C R E T A R Y .

S U C C E S S F U L  S H R O P S H I R E  M E E T IN G .
VISITORS AT COALBROOKDALE.

The Shropshire Association meeting at Coalbrookdale on Saturday 
week was a great success. Visitors began to arrive about three o ’clock 
from EardiMand, Hereford, Prees, Market Drayton, Wellington, 
Malinslee, Stockton and Dawley. The ten bells, silenced by the use of 
stretchers, were kept going to Grandsire and Stedman Caters, Bob 
Major, Kent Treble Bob Major and Grandsire and Stedman Triples, 
as well as rounds on the ten for the learners.

The Elev. T. Eland (Vicar) welcomed the visitors, who enjoyed a 
very good war-time tea turned out of various pockets and parcels, 
while the local ringers had arranged ample tea, sugar and milk.

The Vicar presided at tea and took the chair at the short business 
meeting which followed.

It was proposed to try and hold a meeting at Wellington on Satur­
day, November 1st, an$ the annual meeting at Shrewsbury one Satur­
day in January, 1942.

Some fine handbell ringing took place in the tea room, also at the 
tower, especially the Grandsire Caters on the largest ten (tenor size 
22 in C). This was the first timê  all the tower bells had been swing­
ing since the ban was put on ringing. All the ringers taking part 
were delighted with the go of the bells, and naturally wished they 
had been sounding aloud. The bells were kept going until well after
8 p.m.

Sevv; al of the visitors went up to see the bells actually working and 
swinging The tower inside* is only about 14ft. llin . square, and the 
ten bells are all hung on one level, and one visitor exclaimed, ‘ Gosh, 
aren’t they a picture!* It was agreed that every effort should be 
made to arrange more meetings at other churches in the county.

M R. R O B E R T  H B R U N D L E .
(Continued from previous page.)

Ipswich, 6,608 Double Norwich at Debenham, 8,064 at Leiston, 10,080 
at Henley. Suffolk. There are many peals of Grandsire Triples and 
one attempt by the Edinburgh Cathedral Society at the Old Steeple, 
Dundee. Uf the Stedman Triples there was notably the veterans’ • 
peal at St. Olave’s, Hart Street, London, conducted by that wonderful 
gentleman of our art, the late Mr. Challis Winney. On October 19th, 
1889, there was a peal of Kent Treble Bob Maximus at St. Martin’s- 
in-the-Fields, London, and in 1893 three twelve-bell peals in a week : 
Octobe: 26tli, 5,014 Stedman Cinques in 3 hours 47 minutes at St. 
Mary-le-Tower; October 28th, 5,040 Kent Treble Bob Maximus, in
3 hours 46 minutes, at St. Mary’s, Cambridge; October 31st, 5,082 
Grandsire Cinques, in 3 hours 40 minutes, at St. Mary-le-Tower.

Among other peals outside Ipswich w ere: September 24th, 1888, 
5,120 Kent Treble Bob Royal, in 3 hours 44 minutes, at Manchester 
Cathedral; December 23rd, 1901, 5,024 Double Norwich, in 13 hours
10 minutes, at All Saints’ , Newcastle; May 19th, 1902, 5,079 Stedman 
Caters, in 2 hours 59 minutes, at Christ Church, Bristol. In addition 
to the peals above mentioned, my other peals above 6,000 are two 
of 7,000, one of 8,000, two of 10,000 to the 16,608 of Oxford Treble 
Bob Major on those harmonious bells at Debenham, Suffolk, in 10 hours 
and 32 minutes, on June 6th, 1892. Three of the band are still living, 
Messrs. F. Tillett, W. Crickmer and myself. Those who have passed 
on are ever remembered with pleasant memories, as are also the good 
old folk of Debenham for their hearty cheer.

Oil January 13th, 1912, I was invited to take part in a peal of 
Stednjan Cinques on the famous Bow Bells, Cheapside, London. A 
good peal was accomplished in 3 hours 52 minutes : Edwin Horrex 1, 
Samuel E. Joyce 2, Challis Winney 3, Herbert Langdon 4, Alfred B. 
Peck ;5, Archibald P. Harris 6, Robert H. Brundle 7, Ernest G. 
Stibbcns 8, William E. Garrard 9, James R. Mackman 10, Richard 
T. Hibbert 11, Thomas Groombridge, sen. 12. Composed by C. H. 
Hattersley, conducted by W. E. Garrard. This peal had the 6th 
24 courses at home and was the first published with these qualities.
I also rang in two peals of Maximus, one of Kent, one of Oxford and 
one of Stedman Cinques on those famous bells at St. Peter Mancroft, 
Norwich, in one of Maximus at Yarmouth Parish Church, Cambridge 
Maximus and Stedman Cinques at Chelmsford and the septuagenarians’ 
peal of Oxford Treble Bob Maior at Piilham Market, Norfolk.

My last peal on Saturday, October 15th* 1938, in 3 hours and 48 
minutes, at the Church of St. Mary-le-Tower, composed and conducted 
bv George E. Symonds, was rung as a birthday compliment for my 
87th year of age.

I wish to return my grateful thanks to Messrs. George E. Symonds, 
Charles J. Sedgley, William Brown and all my comrades at St. Mary- 
le-Tower for their good wishes and kind regard for me.

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FO R  N E W  C L O C K S , C H IM E  A D D IT IO N S , R EP A IR S
OR R E P A IN TIN G  O F  D IA LS .
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ST. MARTIN’S, BIRMINGHAM. .
TEMPORARY REPAIRS TO FAMOUS CHURCH.

On ^Sunday week a thanksgiving service, in conjunction with the • 
harvest festival, was held at St. Martin’s Church, Birmingham, to 
mark the completion of the work of temporary repair. Happily, in 
the raids there was no substantial damage to the tower or bells, but 
nearly all the fine stained glass windows were blown out. The church 
is now glazed with plain glass, which has this advantage, that in 
daylight the beauty of the interior is shown up better than ever 
before.

The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress represented the city, and 
among others present was Alderman S. J. Grey (Deputy Regional 
Commissioner). Prebendary J. H. Carpenter (Vicar of Walsall) 
preached the sermon.

Although the pillars and walls still carry the scars left by the Easter
* blitz,’ the church is ‘ wind and water proof.’ Through the kindness 
of th# Feeney Trustees, the effigies of the Lords of the Manor of 
Birmingham have been removed from the nave" and are safely housed 
at Warwick. The Burne-Jones window has also been removed to 
safety.'

At the thanksgiving service, the Rector, Canon Guy Rogers, ex­
pressed gratitude to the Lord Mayor and the City Surveyor for 
enabling the work of repair to be undertaken immediately. He 
added: ‘ We are indebted to two citizens (Alderman Pritchett and 
Alderman Cadbury), who have most generously, aided by other friends, 
raised £1,000 towards the rqpair fund. The congregation has raised 
some £600.’

A letter of congratulation and good wishes has been sent to St. 
Martin’s by the members of Carrs Lane Congregational Church. 
Carrs Lane contributed officially to the restoration fund.

Alderman T. B. Pritchett is a nephew of the late Alderman J. S.
. Pritchett, who was for many years Master of the £>t. Martin’s Guild 

for the. Diocese of Birmingham.

D A M A G E  T O  C H U R C H E S .
A DISTURBING FEATURE.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Whilst apparently we must resign ourselves to the con­

tinuance of the ban on church bell ringing, the letter sent' by the 
Minister of Home §ecurity to the M.P. for Doncaster, as published in 
‘ The Ringing World ’ d^ted September 12th, has at least one disturb­
ing feature.

The following is stated : ‘ Admittedly churches in urban areas have 
suffered seriously from enemy action, but it has been in the course 

^of an indiscriminate attack, and does not indicate that they have 
become military objectives because their bells might be used for giving 
a signal.’ .

Is this quotation an indication of official ‘ wriggling ’ as to liability 
of restoring damaged or destroyed churcjies, including their, bells, over 
the whole country, or ip it confined to churches in urban areas which 
have been subject to an indiscriminate attack? I suggest the former, 
because if one church with its bells does not become 'a military ob­
jective, no church will no matter where its situation.

It has appeared in the columns of ‘ The Ringing World ’ before 
that, in view of the fact that bells can now be rung only as a warn­
ing of invasion, following instructions from the local military authority 
or chief of police, both the bells* and the tower at least must become 
military objectives.

Firstly, could not the hon. secretary of the Doncaster and District 
Society make further representations, to his local M.P. and to the 
Ministry of Jfome Security to keep the ‘ ball rolling,’ and, secondly, 
could not the Central Council manage to meet next year in order to 
consider this most important matter and protect the interests of bell- 
ringers? T. J. LOCK.

North Mimms. --------------- /
K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C I A T I O N .

GOOD ATTENDANCE AT SEVENOAKS MEETING.
A bi-meeting of the Tonbridge District of the Kent County Associa­

tion was held at Sevenoaks on Saturday, September 12th, when there 
was a good attendance of member's of the district.* Mr. and Mrs. E. 
Barnett, of Crayford, Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Housden, Miss H. Oakshett 
and Mr. H. E. Audsley were also present. Tlie bells (silent) were 
made good use of during the afternoon, various touches in different 
methods being brought round. A pause was made at 4 o’clock to 
attend a short service, conducted by the Rector, who in an address 
extended a welcome to all present and went on to speak of the great 
service the ringers had given to the Church in the past, and how 
that service would be more appreciated when the ban on ringing was 
lifted.

At the conclusion of the service the organist played Purcell’s 
Trumpet Voluntary, which was much enjoyed by those present.

Further ‘ ringing ’ followed until 6 o’clock, when tea was served. 
An apology was received from the acting district hon. secretary, and 
Mr. A. Batten (Tunbridge Wells) moved a vote of thanks to the 
Rector for conducting the service and for the use of the bells; to the 
organist, especially for his rendering of the Trumpet Voluntary; and 
to the local hon. secretary (Miss D. Colgate) for making all the 
arrangements.

Mr. E. Ladd (District Master) reminded those present of the annual 
meeting, to be held at Tonbridge on the first Saturday in October.

M I D D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C I A T I O N .  ,
MEETING AT CLAPTON.

Twenty members and friends were present at Upper Clapton on 
Saturday* last at a meeting of the North and East District of the 
Middlesex County Association and London Diocesan Guild. Weather 
conditions were favourable and the programme commenced with hand­
bell ringing. At 4.30 p.m. a short evensong, with organ and choir, 
was conducted by the Vicar (the Rev. H. W. Thompson), who also 
gave an informal address. In this he extended a* hearty welcome to 
the members *f the association and remarked that, in general, ringers 
nowadays must feel very sad at the restriction imposed on bellringing, 
also very sad at the thought that so many churches and peals of 
bells have been destroyed or damaged by enemy airmen. He hoped 
that so long as'the Restriction of Noise Order is still operative it 
may please God that we shall never hear the church bells ring, but 
expressed an earnest desire that we may soon be in a position to 
return to our rebuilt churches and. restored peals of bells as part of 
a normal and peaceful existence.

A very enjoyable tea was provided, after which the business meet­
ing took place. Mr. G. W. Fletcher (vice-president) was welcomed 
back to the ^hair. The death of the Rev. A. H. Lloyd, St. Giles’ -in- 
the-Fields, an honorary life member, was reported, and the meeting 
stood in silence for a few moments as a mark of respect. Tl^e minutes 
of the last meeting were read, and arising out of them there was a 
discussion, with some ventilation of views, concerning bells and tower-s 
as military objectives, but there was no resolution.

More than one tower was mentioned as the place for the next meet­
ing, but it was decided to leave this in the hands of the secretary.

Thanks were accorded to the Rev. Thompson and Mr. D. E. Campbell 
and other helpers for their part in ensuring a successful meeting.

Further handbell ringing took place, and methods were rung in­
cluding Grandsire and Stedman Triples, Plain Bob, Treble Bob, St. 
Clement’s Bob, Double Norwich Court Bob Major, Stedman Caters 
and Cinques, the latter with tenor size 22 in C.

The visitors included Mr. P. A. Corby and the Rev. Malcolm Melville, 
and everyone was especially glad to meet Mr. Bob Pye, whose health 
has not been too good lately.

M R . W . H. t f U S S E L L  S 80th  B I R T H D A Y .
A HANDBELL CELEBRATION.

Had there been no ban on church bells it is quite certain there 
would have been much ringing last week in Buckinghamshire and 
maybe elsewhere to celebrate the eightieth birthday of Mr. W. H. 
Fussell, of Slough, which, as our readers ar3 aware, took place on 
September 16th.

It was felt, however, that the event could not be allowed to pass 
without some attempt to honour it, and a handbell peal, specially 
arranged^ for the purpose, was happily rung last Saturday at St. 
Martin’s-in-the-Fields Church Trafalgar Square, the headquarters of 
the Society of Royal Cumberland Youths, of which Mr. Fussell is one 
of the oldest members. He completed sixty years as a member on the 
day after his birthday, so that the peal was a double commemora­
tion. It was, of course, rung by Cumberlands, and the Master and- 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer were in the company, the peal, a 5,024 
of Bob Major, being composed as well as conducted by the Master.

Incidentally, the peal served also as a compliment to two other 
participants in the proceedings, for Mr. A. H. Pulling (61) and the 
umpire, Mr. W. J. Robinson (60) celebrated their birthdays during 
the same week.

Afterwards congratulations and good wishes were expressed to Mr. 
Fussell, who \̂ as absent, and the others.

The peal was rung in the choir vestry, wliich is situated in the 
crypt of the church, and was not entirely free from interruption. 
Although the door fad, by permission, been locked, it was fortunate 
there was an umpire in the room to open it when there came a loud 
and imperious knocking. A gentleman, carrying tools, marched 
through, and banged the door at the other end of the room, then 
repeated the process when he came back. And every door-bang in 
that underground apartment sounded like a bomb explosion. How­
ever, this and sundry other distracting noises were survived, and the 
peal came round in just over two and a half hours. It is to be hoped 
that Mr. Fussell’ s next birthday may be celebrated on tower bells.

156342
624153
165243
521643
613524
256431
263514*
516432*
246351*
314526*
241653*
315246*

T H E  C A M B R I D G E  G R O U P .’
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—What is the sens* of talking about the ‘ Cam­
bridge ’ Group? Here are the first 12 Round Blocks of 
Camnridge Minor. The first six Round Blocks, are the same 
in both methods * Cambridge ’ and ‘ Yorkshire.’ I suggest 
that you add 7r8 to the starred rows and then compare them 
witli the corresponding rows of ‘ Yorkshire * Major Round 
Blocks and see what sort of a mathematical progression 
you get. I have tried it so I  know what I am talking about. 

OTou can find space for Mr. W. Taylor’s twaddle, but I shall 
be very much surprised if you find space for these mathe 
matieal truths. GEORGE BAKER,

2, North Street Quadrant, Brighton.
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
The methods we have called the* Cambridge group are 

not merely a number allied in construction; they are 
closely related in the actual practical work of the belfry, 
and the man who rings them will get a good deal of help 
and interest if he understands what the relationship is.

In all of them the normal work of a bell is Treble Bob 
hunting, which (apart from the places always made above 
the treble on the lead and below the treble at the back) is 
only varied by two items of work, or rather by one opera­
tion which is shared by two bells.

These bells are always two which, at the time, are next 
each other in coursing order, and the operation consists 
of the first one making places round the second which 
rung through it. The result is that the two are reversed 
in coursing order. The work can be done ^either when 
the bells*are hunting up or when they are hunting down, 
and always, after one of these operations has reversed 
two bells in coursing order, another similar operation is 
made, later in the lead, on the same two bells, to restore 
them to their original positions in coursing order.

The operation is exactly similar to what takes place in 
Double Court Minor when the bell which is turned from 
the front or from behind by the treble makes places 
round it, and courses after it instead of in front of it. 

000608 608000
006080 060800

. 006800 006800
008600 008600
080600 008060
806000 000806 ,

In the first of these examples the 6th is hunting down in 
front of the 8th, but stops to make places round it; the 
8th runs through the 6th and the two bells are reversed 
in coursing order. In the-second example the 8th is hunt­
ing up in front of the 6th, but stops to make places round 
it; the 6th runs through the 8th, and the two bells regain 
their original positions in coursing order.

The man who knows where these places and these run- 
throughs have to be made can at once go and ring Cam­
bridge, or Yorkshire, or Pudsey, or any other of the kin­
dred methods on any number of bells, not merely on 
eight, or ten, or twelve, but also on fifty, or a hundred, 
if it were physically possible.

W e  do not suppose that men will ring these methods 
so ; at any rate not entirely so, especially on eight bells; 
for every ringer finds many and varied bints to make up 
the rules he uses, and no two men, perhaps, ring any 
method in exactly the same way; but the more a man 
knows and understands the work of a method, the easier 
and the more interesting it becomes, and a knowledge 
of the relationship of'the works of all these methods on 
all numbers of bells cannot fail to be of u$e to him.

As we have already indicated; the positions of the 
operations are decided by the treble, for they are the 
means by which paths of the working bells are adapted 
to the path of the treble.

In Cambridge a bell always makes a double set of 
places— two before meeting the treble and two after pass­
ing it. And it always makes a double run-through— be­
fore it reaches the treble, through its course bell, and 
after it has passed the treble, through the bell which at 
the time is next in coursing order. The two bells it 
works with on its way down are the same two that • it 
works with on its way up, but it comes to them in reverse

order. If, going down, it makes places first round its 
after bell A and then round B, when it goes up it will 
first run through B and then through A. Similarly if, 
going down, it runs through its course bell A and then 
through B when it goes up it will first make places round 
B and then round A.

Now, since there is a definite relationship between these 
operations and the bells which make them, it is obvfous 
that the man who knows what the relationship is will be 
able to find his way and pick out his bells very much 
easier than if he did not ’know. He will also be able to 
say with certainty what bells should be working with^him. 
Knowledge of this sort is very useful on the higher num­
bers.

In Cambridge, after a bell has made second’s place at 
the lead-end, all the run-throughs are made hunting down 
and all the place-making is done hunting up, until at the 
half-lead-end the place is made beneath the treble. Then, 
during the second half of the course, all the run-throughs 
are made hunting up and all the place-making is done 
hunting down until second’s place again is made over the 
treble at the lead-end.

The catch phrase for the order in which the place- 
making and run-throughs are done is ‘ furthest .first. ’ 
When you are place-making from the front you make 
those in 9-10 (on twelve bells) first, then those in 7-8, then 
in 5-6, and then in 3-4. Alternately with this place- 
making from the front, from the back you run through 
3-4 and 1-2; then through 5-6 and 3-4; then through 7-8 
and 5-6, and so on according to the number of bells. 
When you begin the place-making from the back (after 
you have made the place under the treble at the half-lead- 
end) you first make the places in 3-4, then those in 5-6, 
then those in 7-8 and so on; while the run-throughs from 
the front are made in the reverse order, first through the 
highest positions. On twelve bells you run through 7-8 
and 9-10; then through 5-6 and 7-8; then through 3-4 and 
5-6; and then through 1-2 and 3-4.

In Yorkshire the place-making land run-throughs come 
in just as regular a manner. There directly after a bell 
has made places in any one position it runs thrbugh the 
next, or if the run-through comes first the place-making 
follows in the next position. For instance, directly after 
you have made places in 7-8 down, you run through 5-6, 
and directly after you have run through '3-4 up you make 
places in 5-6. As already explained, place-making and 
run-throughs are done with the same bell. „

After seconds is made at the lead-end, and until the 
place is made under the treble at the half-lead-end, the 
run-throughs precede the place-making, and the bell al­
ways works wfth its course bell. After the place is"made 
under the treble at the half-lead-end and until seconds is 
made at the lead-end, the place-making precedes the run- 
throughs and the bell always works with its after bell.

As the number of bells increases, so does the number of 
methods in the Cambridge group. Constructionally they 
are all interesting, but for practical purposes none except 
Cambridge, Yorkshire and Pudsey is of any particular 
value, and of those three Yorkshire is by far the best.

(To be continued.)

Have ‘ The Ringing W o rld ’ sent to your ringing 
friends abroad; 4s. 4d. per quarter from * The 
Ringing W o rld ’ Office, Lower Pyrford Road 
Woking.
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NOTICES.
ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.-r-

The next-rneeting will be held on Saturday, Sept. 27th, 
at the Bell Foundry, 32-34, Whitechapel Road, E .i, 
at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., -Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Annual meeting at 
Preston, Saturday, September 27th. Handbells in vestry 
and ringing room. Service at 4 p.m. Tea in school after. 
Meeting in the same school afterwards^ W e hope as 
many as possible will try to attend.— W . H. Shuker and 
T. Wilson, Hon. Secs.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON­
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— South and W est District. 
— A meeting will be held at Heston on Saturday, Septem­
ber 27th. Tea at the Westbrook Memorial Hall, is. 8d. 
per head. Hall available from 2 p.m. As it has been 
necessary to guarantee an attendance of 20 for tea, it is 
very much hoped the attendance will be a good one. 
Handbells available. Reports ready. Subscriptions due. 
— J. E. Lewis Cockey, Hon. Dis. Sec., 16 , St. Stephen’s 
Road, Ealing, W .13 .

HERTFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Eastern Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Broxborne (8 bells, 
silent) on Saturday, September 27th, at 3 p.m. Handbells 
available. Tea at the \^lcome Cafe, near church. % All 
are welcome. Please come.— A. Laurence, 6, West Gold­
ings, Hatfield.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— North-Eastern Division.—  
A district meeting will be held at Bradfield on Saturday, 
September 27th. Handbells available at 2.30 p.m., most 
probably in the Village Hall. Service at 4 p.m. Tea and 
business meeting in the Village Hall. Owing to catering 
difficulties, those intending to be present must bring their 
own teas for all meetings while the war lasts. This 
parish is clear of the defence area, provided people travel 
via the Harwich Road from Colchester and enter Mistley 
end of the village. There is a good bus and rail service. 
— Leslie Wright, Hon. Dis. Sec.

NORW ICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— A meet- 
ing will be held at Diss on Saturday, September 27th. 
Tower bells (silent), if possible, 2.15 p.m. Service 4 p.m. 
Tea at the Coffee Tavern 4.45 p.m. Please note change 
of date of meeting.— Rev. A. G. G. Thurlow, Gen. Sec., 
52 , The Close, Norwich.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY— The next 
meeting will be held at St. Chad’s, Headingley, on Satur­
day, Sept. 27th. Handbells from 3 p.m. in the Parish 
Room (Vicarage, side entrance). Business meeting
4.30 p.m. Tea can be obtained near the church. A 
good muster is desired.— H. Lafthouse, Hon. Sec., 8, 
Wortley Road, Leeds, 12.

H E R T FO R D  C O U N T Y  A SSO C IA T IO N .— Meeting 
at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey, Saturday, Sept. 
27th. Handbells from 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. All welcome. 
— H. G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel Avenue, Watford.

BOURNEMOUTH AND DISTRICT.— A meeting 
will be held at Chailey, 36 , Dean Park Road, Bourne­
mouth (by invitation of Rev. C. A. Phillips) on Saturday, 
September 27th. Handbells from 2.30  to 5 . Service at 
St. Peter’s Church 5 .30 . Tea at Parsons’ Restaurant 
6 .15 .

ST. MARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF 
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755). —  Quarterly meet­
ing will be held at the Parish Church, Edgbaston, Birm-1

ingham, on Saturday, Oct. 4th. Silent practice on tower 
bells from 3.30  to 4 .3 0 ; short service 4 .3 0 ; tea 5 . 15 . 
Business meeting and feandbell ringing to follow. All re­
quiring tea must notify by Oct. 1st at latest. —  T. H. 
Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136, Newton Road, Sparkhill, Birm- 
mgham, 11.

KENT COtJNTY ASSOCIATION.— Tonbridge Dis- 
' trict.— The annual meeting will be ’held at Tonbridge on /  

Saturday, Oct. 4th. Service in' church at 4 p.m. Tea 
at the Carlton Cafe at 4.45  (free). W ill all members 
coming to tea let Mr. J. Medhurst, 251 , Shipbourne Road, 
Tonbridge, know not later than Wednesday, October 1st. 
— T. Saunders, Peckham Bush, Paddock Wood.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S ASSO C IA T IO N . —  A 
special general meeting will be held at St. Margaret’s, 
Leicester,.on Saturday, October 4th, in conjunction with 
local meeting. All committee members who can are 
urgently requested to attend. Financial matters will be 
discussed. Meet in Church Vestry 4 p.m.—rErnest Morris, 
Gen. Hon. Sec., 24, Coventry Street, Leicester.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— The 
next meeting will be held at Tunstall on Saturday, Octo­
ber 4th, at 3 p.m. Handbells available. Short service 
at 5 p.m. Will those requiring tea kindly notify the Rev.
S. F. Linsley, The Vicarage, Stanley Street, Tunstall, 
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs, on or before September 30th?—  
Andrew Thompson, Whitehouse Road, Cross Heath, 
Newcastle, Staffs.'

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Leicester 
District.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Leicester 
on October 4th. Ringing at St. Margaret’s. Bells 
(silent) from 3 p.m. till 5 p.m. Tea (2s. 6d.) and meeting 
at George Hotel (near Clack Tower) 5.15  p.m. Social 
evening and entertainment at the George Hotel, 7  to 9 
p.m. Only those who notify me by October 1st will be 
provided with tea.— H. W . Perkins, 53 , Landseer Road, 
Lciccstcr

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. —  Northern Divisiort.— A 
meeting will be held at Braintree on Saturday, October 
11th. Handbells available from 2 .30 . Service 4.30  p.m., 
followed by tea and business meeting. It is essential that 
all intending to be present should notify me not later than 
Wednesday, October 8th. Please come and make this 
meeting a real success. A good bus service from all 
parts.— Hilda G. Snowden, Hon. Dis. Sec., 3 , Belle 
Vue, Hedingham Road, Halstead, Essex.

O XFO R D  U N IVER SITY SOCIETY.— Any ringers 
who may be coming up next term are asked to communi­
cate with J. E. Spice (Master) at New College, or W . L.
B. Leese (secretary) at St. John’s.

W IN C H ESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN  
GUILD.— Isle of Wight District.— The secretary of this 
district is now Mrs. C. Guy, Merrie Meade, Watergate 
Road, Newport, Isle of Wight.

C H A N G E  OF A D D R E SS .— Mr. A. B.Wiffen’s address 
is now No. 1, Hauteville Court Gardens, Stamford Brook, 
London, W .6 .

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN, HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

D A V I D  M A X O N .  ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM
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The Central Council Publications
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f r o m  th e  
R e v. E . S . P O W E L L , S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-BeU Treble 
Dominated Methods) .................................................................

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and
Double Oxford Bob) ... ........... ................. . ... ...................

COLLECTION OF PEALS— Section HI. (Double Norwich) ... 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS .................................
REPORT OF CONFERENCE W ITH S.P.A.B..............................
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF 

BELLS ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...j ... ... ... ...
METHOD AH RETS.— Stedman and Qrandsire Triples ...........

Cambridge Surprise Major ..................
Double Norwich and Cambridge Coqrt
Bristol Surprise Major ..........................

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ..................
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ..........................................
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New 

Edition) ............................................................................ 1.
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The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

1 BOPE-8 IGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; ISO pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. 10d.; second edition- 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

' STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. 10d£.
* 8 TBDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
• SURPRISE METHODS.' 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Darias, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on ssoeipt of postal order, from
M i a s  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N  
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s to n , L a n c e

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6£d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7|d. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Prios:—  Complete edition, to 8 jDells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(• copies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper oovers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /-).
O btainable only p ost fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

I ta v e r to n  V ls a r s is ,  near Daventry.

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
Eat. 1 8 1 0  -  .............— To*. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raer y o u r Bell Ropee n ow , b e fo re  p ric es  in crease , 
p r e -w a r  q u a lity , and send us yo u r old  Bell R opes  

fo r  rep airs  w h ilst n o t in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IHKSTAXD DeHian) in  Solid S ilw r

Diameter 2Jin 21in. 8Un. 3iin. tin. 4Jin. 5in. 5tfn 
Price 18/0 22 /e  28/6 3 3 /6  4 2 /-  S2/8 87 /8  T 8 «

The 5in. size ifi also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and O ptician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SMITH of DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  di S on s, M idland C lock  W ork s, 

D erby, Ltd.
Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advict Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams
Buildings, London, E.C.4.
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GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON l*
CROYDON

Founders of the 
H EAVIEST BELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

i n

C A N A D A  
S. A F R I C A  

N E W  Z E A L A N D

Telephone 
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

HOME RINGING CIRCLES.
The other day a well-known ringer remarked, apropos 

the attempts which are being made to keep life in the 
ringing organisations, ‘ Whatever we do we shan’t be 
able to start again after the war just where we left off.’ 
That, unfortunately, applies to most, if not all, things. 
The war has cut right across everything, even our mode 
of life, and nothing, we imagine, will restart just where 
we laid it down when this nation took up arms. It will 
take a long time to bring order out of chaos, and ring- 
ing, like many other pleasurable pursuits of man now 
surrendered in the common cause, will require a long and 
steady effort to put it on its feet again. W e have been 
warned that we have not seen the worst in this country, 
so that it is useless to speculate upon what the position is 
likely to be when peace once more returns to* the stricken 
lands of Europe. The ultimate prospects for the survival 
of our art may be immeasurably worse than they appear 
at present, although everyone devoutly prays that may 
not be the case. Is it not, therefore, desirable that re­
doubled efforts should be made, even in the face of pre­
sent discouragements, to prepare for the day when the 
bells may once more be rung throughout the land?

There seems to be considerable divergence of opinion 
as to whether it is worth while doing any recruiting at 
this stage. But in. this we do not agree with the pessi­
mists. W e believe that now is the time to seek to widen 
the interest in the art, wherever it is at all possible, and 
one way in which this can be done is in the homes of the 
ringers, among their* neighbours. It is amazing what 
interest can be created with a set of handbells and a 
modicum of patience. An instructor does not necessarily 
have to be an accomplished * double handed ’ ringer to 
impart knowledge to his pupils. If he knows anything 
about change ringing, teaching by means of ‘ single- 
handed ’ ringing would, we are sure, lead to good results. 
There is a strange fascination about change ringing for 
the novice as well as for the finished ringer, and we sug­
gest that there is great scope in the coming long even-, 
ings for these ‘ home circles ’ of ringing, not only for the 
entertainment they will provide, but for the possibilities 
they open up of bringing in ringers to the belfry later on. 
Indeed, when they get interested in the art on handbells 
it is almost certain these newcomers will be equally keen 
on learning how to ring a church bell, and there will be 
at least the opportunity of teaching them how to handle 
one. Ringers might therefore persuade their neighbours 
to come in one evening and let them have ‘ a turn on the 
handbells.’ Not every ringer, of course, has got a set .of 

(Continued on page 470.)
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WM. POTTS ft SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833). *

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most Important Clocks 

In the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R ESTO R ED .

‘ THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h l C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w o a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER'S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name o f  your Association engraved 

—as Illustration.
get. H A L L  M A R K E D  G O L D  . .  4 5 /- 
H A L L  M A R K E D  S IL V E R  . .  7 / 6  
G IL T  O R W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4 / -  
N am es or  Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY,
Exact sue 6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

M E T H O D  S P L IC IN G
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in
• METHOD SPLICIN G ,’ price 1/3 (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing World * Office, 
LOW ER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

E S T A B L I S H E D  1 7 8 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERM ONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

handbells, but there is generally one belonging to the 
belfry which might be borrowed.

The fading interest of the members of the local com­
pany— such as are left of them— might also be revived by 
the institution of handbell practices at home where they 
do not already exist. Single-handed handbell ringing 
may be thought ’by some to be a poor substitute for the 
double-handed variety, but it can lead on to greater 
things, and double-handed ringing should always be the 
goal before the company. Even if all the band are new 
to the ‘ game,’ given a good working knowledge of a 
plain method, a little study and perseverance will quickly 
overcome the initial difficulties, and a great deal of enjoy­
ment will be got out of the puisuit, even if the results do 
not reach peal standards. There ought really to be much 
more double-handed ringing done than there is. Unfor­
tunately many ringers have got the idea that it is too 
much for them. It is a mistaken notion to imagine that 
only super-ringers can manage a pair of bells. Properly 
approached and given concentration and regular practice, 
such difficulties as there are soon fade away. May we, 
therefore, borrow a popular slogan and say to all who 
haven’t yet tried double-handed ringing, ‘ Go to i t ’ ?

SPLICED SURPRISE MAJOR.
ANOTHER ACHIEVEMENT.

By using five-lead courses, Mr. E. C. S. Turner lias produced the 
following peel o f Spliced Cambridge, Rutland, Superlative and York­
shire Surprise Major, in which there are 1,280 changes of each method. 
Although a cne-part composition, the arrangement of the bobs is 
fairly simple, and a conductor who studies tne arrangement of the 
methods will iind many hints as to how to memorise their order. The 
peal is not strictly 011 the five-lead course plan; four courses with 
bobs Before each contain four leads, and eight courses each with two 
leads of Rutland are on the older three-lead course plan.

THE PEAL.
5,120.

23456 B M W R . Methods

25564 — ___ C Y Y C
52364 — R X S Y C
35264. — R X  S Y C
26354 — — R X S Y  C
32654 — C Y S Q R
63254 — R Q S Y C
45236 — — — C Y  S X  R
24536 — C Y S X  R
24365 — - — C Y Y  C
32465 — R X  S Y  C
43265 — R X  S Y C
26435 — — R X S  Y C

*» 42635 
*• 64235

___ C Y S Q R
— R 0  S Y C

52436 — — C Y S Q R ,
43526 — — C Y S X  R
54326 — C Y S X  R
62345 — — — C Y S Q R
53246 — — R X  R
25346 — C Y S X  R
32546 — C Y S Q R
64523 — — — C Y S Q R
35426 — — R  X  R
42356 — — C Y S X  R

. 42563 — — C Y Y C
54263 — R X  S .Y  C
25463 — R X S Y C
46253 — — R X  R
24653 » — R Q R
62453 — R 0  R
34256 — — R X R
34562 — — C Y  Y C
53462 — ' R 0  S Y C
45362 — ‘ R X S Y C

■ 64352 — R O R
23456 — R X R 

ERNEST C. S. TURNER
X  = Cambridge, Sunerlative, or Yorkshire.
Q^Cambridge or Superlative.

Tf Yorkshire is used for 8 of the leads marked X, Superlative for 
16 of those marked X  or Q, and Cambridge for 8 of those marked 
X or Q, the peal will contain 1,280 changes of each method.
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HANDBELL PEALS.
ENFIEU),

THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 
DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Saturday, September 13, 1941, in Two Hours and Fifty-Five Minutes, 
A t 24, Suffolk R oad,

A PEAL OF BOB ROYAL, 5040 CHANGES;
•M rs. ] .  T homas.....................  1-2 I John T homas .....................  5-6

M rs. d . W . Fletcher . . .  3-4 | Isaac At t w a t b r .....................  7-8
JHarold H owson ............ g-10

Composed by J. C arter. Conducted by John T homas,
* First peal of Bob Royal ‘ in hand.’ t  First peal on ten bells.

ENFIELD.
THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 

DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sunday, September 21, 1941, in Two Hours and Fifty-Two Minutes, 

At 45, W alsingham R oad,
A PEAL OF QRAND8IRE CATERS, 50S7 CHANGES;

M rs. J . T h o m a s .....................  1-2 I John Thomas . . .  ............  5-6
M rs.G .  W . F letcher . . .  3-4 | *R hv . M . C . C. M elville  7-8 

E rnest C. S. T crner . . .  9-10 
Composed by E . G cise , Conducted by John T homas.
* First peal ‘ in hand ’ on ten bells and first peal of Caters, com­

pleting peals on all numbers from Doubles to Maximus.
FELKIRK, YORKS.

THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
AND BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.

On Sunday, September 21, 1941, in Two Hours and Eleven Minutes,
In the R inging C hamber of the C hcrch of St . Peter ,

A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 8*40 CHANGES;
D anibl Smith .....................  1-2 I Pbter W oodward ............ 5-6
H arold Chant .....................  3-4 | ‘ R aymond Fo r d ............  ... 7-8
Composed by John C arter (C .C . Coll. 98). Conducted by H . Chant

*  First peal. First peal of Major ‘ in hand ’ by all except the 
conductor.

RADLEY, BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Tuesday, September 23,1941, in Two Hours and Fourteen Minutes,
A t the School H oose,

A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Seven different oallings. Tenor size 14 in D.
•Rev. J. Shepheard-W alw yn 1-2 \ fJoHN E. Spice .....................  3-4

M iss M arie R . C ross............  5-6
Conducted by Miss M arie R. C ross.

* First peal of Minor ‘ in hand.’ t  Twenty-fifth peal.
ENFIELD. /*

THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 
DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Wednesday, September 24. 1941, in Two Hours and Forty-Eight Afinut$s 
At 45, W alsingham R oad.

A PEAL OF BOB ROYAL, 5040 CHANGES;
M rs. J. T homas .....................  1-2 I John T homas .....................  5-6
M rs. G. W . F letcher . . .  3-4 | G borge W . F letcher . . .  7-8 

R ev . M. C . C. M elville . . .  9-10 
Composed by E. M . Atkins. Conducted by R ev . M. C. C. Melville 

F irst peal ‘ in hand ’ on ten bells as, conductor.

W E L S H  C L E R I C A L  R IN G E R  B E C O M E S  D E A N .
The Vicar of St. Peter’s, Carmarthen, the Rev. J. T. Davies, M.A. 

(Examining Chaplain to the Lord Bishop of St. David’s), lias been 
offered ana accepted the appointment of Dean of Bangor, and left at 
the end of September.

He was keenly interested in ringing and learnt to handle a bell rope 
in his first curacy at Talgarth, Brecon. He made good progress in 
the art, for a board in the belfry at that tower records that he took 
part in a peal of Grandsire Doubles. He was a member of the band 
of ringers of his church at Carmarthen, and always joined them in 
their outings, etc., and took a rope in the tower if the band was short.

LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR.
ANALYSIS OF ITS CONSTRUCTION.

(Continued from page 459.)
A critical examination of the three C.O.’s given in our last issue 

shows (a) the treble has been moved four steps in C.O., i.e., to the 
Bob Major lead head 18674523. (b) The backward C.O. of row 1 has 
been changed to the forward C.O. of rovt 14 with the exception of
5 and.7. (c) The B.S. on 357 of row 10 has been reduced to a C.S. 
on 57 at row 14. We can, therefore, describe row 14 as the combined 
result of 3.5.7.8 making C.S.’s with the treble and an added C.S. on 57.

As at row 10, this can be proved by making a court shunt on 57 
in the first lead of Bob Major (which, if made by adjoining places 
in 78, wTill cause the treble to dodge in 34), then proceeding as Bob 
Major until the treble strikes its second blow behind a £ter the 
lead head 18654723 (which is 18674523 with 57 reversed). As at row 10 
the C.S. on 57 could have been made after the lead head 18674523 and 
you will arrive just the same at the 14th row of London 32745681 at 
the second blow of the treble’s whole pull behind. I don’ t think I 
need waste space by showing the figures here. No one should have 
any difficulty in writing them out. Now we come to Section C. This 
section acts somewhat similar to a turning course in Stedman Caters. 
It plays on the two course bells (5 and 8) of the 7th together with 
the treble and leaves the C.O. of 3246 undisturbed. The three course 
bells each make a place in the order 5.7.8. (Notice how each section 
plays on three course bells: Section A, 357, Section B, 246, and now 
Section G, 578.) The combined' effect of the three places is to change 
the C.O. (leaving out 2 and 4) from 618573 at row 15 to 678513 at 
row 15R.

On examination it will be found that the result is twofold, (a) The 
treble has been moved three steps forward in C.O., i.e., from the C.O. 
corresponding to the Bob Major lead head 18674523 to that correspond­
ing to the lead head 13527486. (b) At row 15 the C.O. is direct with 
the exception of 5 and 7; at row 15R it is direct with the exception 
of 7 and 8, i.e., the C.S. on 57 has been exchanged to one on 78. As 
at row 10 and row 14 you can show that row 15R 46273815 can be 
produced by making 78 court shunt in the first lead of Bob >?ajor 
and continue the second lead (from 13528476) until the treble is in 7th’s.

(To be continued.)

B E L L S  A S  ‘ L U X U R IE S .’
NORTHANTS CLERGYMAN’S OUTSPOKEN COMMENT, 

v % % To the Editor.
Sir,—You may be interested to hear that at least one clergyman 

has found himself in complete disagreement with the announcement 
of the Peterborough Diocesan War Damage Committee, that church 
bells and church organs are considered ‘ luxuries ’ and should *not be 
insured under the Government scheme.

Bells, said the committee’s statement, are ‘ luxuries,’ provided by 
the generosity of churchpeople in the past, and, if destroyed, should 
be replaced by similar generosity in the future; they should not be 
insured against war damage. Organs should, the committee goes on 
to say, be treated in the same way as bells. . #

Writing in his parish magazine, this is what the Rev. A. A. Liney, 
Rector of Church Brampton And Rural Dean of Haddon Second 
Deanery, has to say on the subject:—

‘ So bells and organs are “ luxuries” ? Relatively it is to be sup­
posed, since it is possible to hold services without either just as it is 
possible to sleep elsewThere than on a bed, and to produce music by 
means of a comb and a piece of thin paper. The quarrel,’ he says, 
‘ is not with ttie question as to whether bells and organs should or 
should not be insured; it is with tlmt word “ luxuries”  as applied to 
them. In regard to organs, it can be affirmed confidently that all 
the plainsong in the world can never supplant the accompanied har- 
ijiony beloved by English people, and the organ never found its way 
into our churches, ousting the old scraped fiddle in the gallery, or 
bells replacing trumpets to be dubbed “  luxuries ”  in the estimation 
of the English temperament and character. After all they are the 
kings of all instruments invented for the worship of God and the 
pleasure of man; totally unlike the bastard contraptions to be found 
in cinemas and similar places.’ .

Church Brampton in the county of Northants has but a ring of four 
bells, tenor 10 cwt., in a minor key. v

In view of these facts, will Messrs. Smith, Parkinson, Bunce, etc., 
still say there is no organised or other opposition ? These statements, 
I contend, completely knock the bottom out of their argument.

‘ ANTI-SILENT.’

TOWER CLOCKS
W eight D riven  o r  E le ctr ic , b y  the 
W O R L D 'S  O L D E S T  M A K E R S  
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 0  YEARS  
Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

J. B. JOYCE & CO. LTD.
WHITCHURCH, SALOP.

We have experts visiting all parts of the British Iiles, and shail be pleased 
to carry oat restorations or give report* regarding any make of Tower Clock
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A COLLEGE YOUTHS MANUSCRIPT.
VALUABLE HISTORICAL DOCUM ENT.

B y J . A r m ig e r  T r o l l o p e .
Among- the books and papers belonging to the Ancient 

Society of College Youths which were destroyed or badly 
damaged in the fire raid on London in December, 1940, 
was a manuscript book which contained an account of 
the early history of ringing. This account was of con­
siderable interest, for it supplied the material from which 
most of the description of the society given in the official 
handbook was taken. It has never been printed in full, 
but fortunately Mr. E. Alexander Young had made a 
transcript of it which we now produce. It reads as fol­
lows :—

An Historical Account. The most authentic records 
extant prove that the College Youths are the oldest 
Society of Ringers in existence; they began to be a Com­
pany November 5th, 1637 (in the Reign of Charles the 
1st), and met to ring on a peal of six at St. Martin’s, 
Vintry, on College Hill, London, and so took the name 
of College Youths.

For a short time they rang nothing but rounds and set 
changes, but at length attained to ring a plain six-score 
on five bells; and it is thought to be about 96 years ago 
since changes were first attempted to be rung, which was 
in 1642 . About 1667 they began to practise Double 
Changes on five and six bells, for in that year there was 
published a book by Fabian -Steadman which contains 
many five-bell peals and Grandsire bob on Six— which 
we call Plain Bob.— In 1671 that book was again re­
printed by Steadman, with many more peals added, and 
we have an account that Steadman’s principle was first 
rung at St. Bennett’s, in Cambridge, b)' the College 
Youths, March 30th,» 1671.

Thus they went on .for many years practising on five 
and Six bells, and the first great performance we Ijave 
any account of was at St. Mary Overys on the six largest 
bells as follows— November 18th, 1684, the College 
Youths rung three 720 ’s, being the first time that ever 
so much was rung without standing; the peals were Ox­
ford Treble Bob, College Single and Oxford Single— Ine 
whole number of changes were 2 ,160 . In those days 
when they rung 8 bells they used to ring six-bell peals 
and keep the 4th and 8th behind, or sometimes dodge 
the 7th and 8th behind, and when they rang 10 they like­
wise rung six-bell peals and kept 1, 2 , 3 , 10 behind.

The first account we have of Triples being rung was 
at St. Sepulchre’s-without-Newgate, London, March 4 th, 
1684-5 . The College Youths rung two eighteen scores 
of Grandsire Triples, and two days after that 700 Triples 
at the same place. On January 7th, 1689-90 , the whole 
peal of Plain Bob Triples was rung at St. Sepulchre’s- 
without-Newgate, London, in 3 hours and forty-five 
minutes (and the first trial), being the first 5,040  that ever 
was rung.

Soon after the ringing of this peal they began to prac­
tise Grandsire Cators, but we have no account of any 
long peal of Cators till the London Scholars rang 5,040  at 
St. Bride’s in Fleet Street on January 11th, 1716-17. 
(There was a frame for this peal containing the per­
formers’ names, etc., in St. Bride’s steeple which was 
taken [down] and destroyed when the Church and Belfry 
was repaired in the year 1796 to the great regret of all 
lovers of the exerfcise.)

The first peal of 5,060  Cinques was rung by the Col­
lege Youths at St. Bride’s, January 19th, 1724-25 .

The first peal 5,200  Bob Maximus or all 12 in, in plain 
method, was rung by the College Youths February 26th, 
1725-6 , in 4 hours and 4 minutes at St. Bride’s. There 
were twelve bells at Bow in Cheapside before the fire of 
London, but they did not use to ring above six pr eight 
and chime the others.

St. Bride’s in Fleet Street had two trebles added to 
make Twelve in 1719 and cast by Abraham Ruddall who 
also cast the 10 largest in 1710 . (These two trebles were 
the gift of the College Youths and London Scholars as 
appears by a board fixed in the church.)

St. Martin’s in the fields, London, was made a geal 
of twelve in 1727 , the two trebles cast by Abel Ruddall.

The first time of ringing the 12 bells at St. Michael’s, 
Cornhill, cast by Richard Phelps in Whitechapel, vfcs on 
December 4th, 1728, ‘the same evening that Prince 
Frederick came to England to St. James’ .

The first time of ringing the 12 bells of St. Mary 
Overy’s, Southwark, was August 2nd, 1735 , cast 
by Samuel Knight and hung by Robert Catlin.

This account was taken from the Oxford Ringers! 
Register Book and communicated by Mr. Scarsbrook, 
1796.

*  *  *

From internal evidence it is clear that this account was 
compiled by joining together statements from different 
sources, the editor adding here and there a few words 
and comments of his own. The date is almost the middle 
of the nineteenth century, certainly not before 1840 . The 
writer is unknown, and it is difficult to hazard a guess 
at his identity, but one name suggests itself as not un­
likely. Samuel Austin was a solicitors’ clerk and pre­
sumably rather better educated than his fellows. He was 
an excellent penman, and some of his work is still to be 
found in the pe,al books of the time. For some time he 
was secretary of the Society of College Youths. Some 
of hts letters are extant, and show that he had a very 
high idea of the dignity and importance of the College 
Youths, but no great sense of historical values.

The account preserves some genuine traditions of the 
College Youths. The statement that they became a com­
pany on November 5th, 1637, did not come from any 
outside source: The society had long forgotten the 
names of. its early members and who they were, for the 
old name book was still undiscovered in the West of 
England; but this was remembered, and no doubt had 
been kept alive by the annually recurring feast.

The references' to, College Hill and St. Martin’s Vintry 
come from Shipway and Osborn. The account of the 
London Scholars’ peal of Caters probably from Osborn, 
for his words are closely followed, or there may have 
been a source common to both'. The editor’s comments 
can easily be recognised— ‘ in the reign of Charles the 
1 st’ ; ‘ which we call Plain B ob ’ ; ‘ to the great, regret 
of all lovers of the exercise ’ ; and the like.

But the greater part of the account consists of extracts 
from the Oxford Ringers’ book, made by George Scars­
brook, a prominent London ringer in the second half of 
the eighteenth century. The original is lost, but it evi­
dently was written in the year 1738 by a man who had, 
or professed to have, intimate knowledge of the College 
Youths, and who was a University man, not a towns­
man. W e come to the latter conclusion from the fact



October 3rd, 1941. THE RINGING W O R LD . 473

that the dates are given with the double style, old and 
new. In 1738 the Oxford ringers used the old style, as 
did the College Youths and the generality of people ; but the 
more educated, such as University men, were either 
using the new style, although the law had not yet been 
altered, or else were using both.

The writer of the manuscript, whoever he was, clearly 
was interested in the doings of the College Youths. It 
was not Hearne, for he seems to have known nothing 
about London ringers apart from Annable’s visit in 1733 ; 
but fhough ringing had largely disappeared in Oxford 
as an undergraauate sport, there were still some Uni­
versity men who took a great interest in the art. Such 
a one was John Sacheveral, a gentleman who lived at 
Cumnor. He was a member of the Society of College 
Youths, and had been steward in 1702. Ht had a great 
reputation in Oxford as an authority on bells, and may 
well have been the author Or inspirer of the manuscript.

It is the extracts from the early manuscript that make 
the later copy valuable. The writer first of all gives 
what was more or less tradition, but as he comes to 
events within the personal knowledge of people to whom 
he had talked, -he writes \yith more certitude and gives 
fuller details. Here he' may be taken as a first-rate

• authority.
The statement that ‘ there were twelve bells at Bow in 

Cheapside before the fire, but they did 4iot .use to ring 
above six. or eight and chime the others ’ shows some 
confusion in the mind either of the original writer or his 
copyist.' It reads as though the ringing and chiming 
were done at the same time, but actually there was a 
ringing peal of ten and two others, probably saunce 
bells. W e have here most likely a misreading of Peter

Munday’s manuscript (an Oxford manuscript be it noted) 
in which there is a reference to ‘ the 10 "bells in St. 
MichaelPs in (jjprnehill— 2 were tolled the rest rung ’ ; 
and to the ‘ 12 bells of bow whereof 10 bee rung and 2 
toll’d .’

The statement that the College Youths ‘ at length at­
tained to ring a plain six score on five bells ’ in 1642 is 
usually taken to mean that in that year they rang the 
first 120 of Plain Bob' Doubles. It probably was so, but 
that is not what the words actually say. A plain six- 
score is not a 120 of Plain Bob, but of Plain Changes, a 
very different thing; and whatever the original tradition 
or authority was, the Oxford writer meant Plain Changes. 
He thought that ‘ double changes on fivf and six bells ’ 
were introduced by the publication of the ‘ Tintinna- 
logia,’ and there, as we know, he was wrong.

Very interesting is the statement that Stedman’s Prin­
ciple ‘ was first rung at St. Benet’s in Cambridge by the 
College Youths on March 30th, 1671 . ’ Shipway, we re­
member, says it was rung there ‘ in the summer of 1657. ’ 
Both dates cannot, of course, be correct, and of the two, 
1671 is much the more likely; but even that probably is 
too early; and we have another’ example, and a good 
one, of the futility of blindly accepting any statement or 
any date that may occur in old books and manuscripts

The College Youths’ manuscript, if properly under 
stood and used, is a valuable arid reliable source of in 
formation, but it can be, and has been, very misleading

COALBROOKDALE.—On Sunday, Aug”. 24tli, at the Technical Insti 
tute, 1,200 changes of Doubles ‘ in hand,’ being five six-scores of 
Stedman and five of Grandsire, each called differently : W. Saunders 
1-2, T. R. Butler (conductor) 3-4, T. Butler, sen. 5-6. Arranged for 
Messrs. Butler, from Liverpool and Ellesmere respectively, who were 
visiting ‘ the Dale * on * Bellringers’ Sunday.*

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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BELFRY GOSSIP.
The Rev. John Shepheard-Walwyn, who, as most of our readers 

know, is blind, rang another peal last week—his first pe*l of Minor 
‘ in hand’ It was also a test for the other two ringers, for the last 
two and a half 720’s were rung in the dark. .

Another example of the excellent work that can be done by handbell 
tuition domes from Barnsley, where Raymond Ford has rung the tenor£ 
to a pea! of Bob Major—his first peal. Before taking up handbell 
ringing he had only rung the treble to the plain hunt on tower bells.

William Shipway was bom in the city of Bath on September 29th, 
1760. ‘ The circumstance,’ he tells us, ‘ which introduced him to a 
knowledge of the Art of Ringing was his being apprentice to a Mr. 
Handcock, cabinet maker in that city, who, having been appointed 
sexton of the A b b e y th e  author gained access to the steeple. He 
then formed an acquaintance with the ringers an£ soon became much 
attached to the Art itself.’

In the late eighteenth century there was a very energetic band at 
Oldham, who rang some long peals of Bob Major, and among them 
10,080 changes on September 30tli, 1785. 1

The first peal of Bristol Surprise Major on handbells was rung on 
October 1st, 1907, at Romford, by the three, brothers Pye and Mr. 
William" Keeble.

On October 1st, 1793, the Aston men rang 15,360 changes of Bob 
Major, at the time the longest peal by one set of men. Joshua Short, 
a farmer, of Witton, rang the tenor, and as it weighed over a ton, 
it was a very fine heavy bell feat. The length was not exceeded in 
the method ^ntil 1933, when 18,144 changes were rung at Benington 
in Hertfordshire.

The Eastern Scholars rang the first peal (one of Bob Major) on the 
new beHs at St. Mary’s, Rotherhithe, on October 1st, 1749. The 
church stands by the river in the dock area, but so far as our informa­
tion goes it has escaped damage in the ftir raids.

Henry Bagley, a famous seventeenth century bell founder and one 
of a numerous family who cast many bells, was baptised at Chacombe' 
on October 2nd, 1608.

The first silent-tpeal of Kent Treble Bob Major on record was rung 
at Liversedge on Ooiober 3rd, 1863.

On the same date in 1934 the Australian tourists rang a peal of Bob 
Major pn handbells on the Arabian Sea.

Thomas Hattersley was bom on October 5th, 1839.
Fifty years ago to-day four peals were rung. Two were Grandsire 

Triples, one Grandsire Caters and one Bob Major.

T H E  C A R E  O F  B E L L  R O P E S .
INFORMATION SOUGHT.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Could you give me any information regarding the care 

of bell ropes? During these months of non-usage are they likely to 
deteriorate? An article in ‘ The Ringing W orld’ would be greatly 
.appreciated on this subject.

A ringer from a neighbouring tower found his ropes were beginning 
to have just a slight touch of dry-rot, so they have taken them down, 
bees-waxed and then stored in a place with the same tempera­
ture. He has put on an old rope for the tenor, as the Home Guard 
have only made arrangements for this bell to be tolled, if it is ever 
needed.

I think this arT-angement of tolling just one bell for invasion is 
pretty well general around, hê pe, so if it is detrimental to ropes hang­
ing over a long period without use, it seems worth while to take 
tnem down, leaving, of course, the adequate means for the Home 
Guard if needed.

I would greatly appreciate an answer to this from someone who can 
speak with expert knowledge. HILDA G. SNOWDEN.

Halstead, Essex. .
-------- ------ \

P E C U L I A R  !
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Your correspondent, Mr. E. Barnett, may be interested 
to know that St. Margaret’s Church, Leicester (where I have the 
honour of being verger) was a ‘ Peculiar.’ In our instance it is a 
Prebendal one, and is founded in the Cathedral Church of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in Lincoln and extends ovfir the parish of St. Margaret’s 
and its chapelry of Knighton. The dignity this church sustained in 
Leicester was an Episcopal See, and it was exempt from the j ur T̂ 
diction of the Archdeacon of Leicester,,and its parish entirely governed  ̂
by d Prependary as Ordinary.

A ‘ Peculiar ’ is a church and parish which was exempt from the 
jurisdiction of ihe Bishop and Archdeacon of the diocese and ar£jjT 
deaconry in which it stood. In former times there were nearly 300
* Peculiars * in this country and they were of some importance, but 
modern Acts of Parliament have deprived them of almost all their 
jurisdiction.

St. Margaret’s, Leicester, also still retains its ‘ select vestry ’—one of 
the very lew still remaining—and thfe present writer is vestry clerk 
to the governors, who are selected annually by/the Justices at a special 
sitting for the purpose. At one time a former Leicester ringer 
Lawrence Staines—held the position. _ My work in thi6 connection 
consists in disbursing the income from many ancient charities, amount­
ing to roughly £ 1,000 yearly, and also the care of the inmates 
former ancient ‘ Cock Muck Hill ’ Almshouses. ERNEST MORRJS.

F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A ,D . 1 5 7 0

(12th yeaj* 
of reign of 
Elizabeth).
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. LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
M ANY UNPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS.

The annual meeting of the Lancashire Association was held at 
Preston on Saturday last. There were two sets of handbells avail­
able, one in the vestry and the other in the ringing chamber, and 
both were well used until 4 p.m., when'service was held in one of 
the chapels. The service was conducted by the Rev. I. G. Jones, M.A., 
curate* and the address was given by the president of the association 
(the Rev. A. Scott, M.A.).

Tea followed in the schools, presided over by Mr. Scott, supported 
by the Rev. D. Railton, Rector of Liverpool, and the Rev. I. G. Jones.

At the business meeting which followed the president occupied the 
chair. There y/ere about 50 ringers present, representing 20 towers 
and a few visitors.

The committee’s 'report was read and showed that there were 78 
lion, members, 337 non-resident members, and 936 ringing members. 
Only 334 had, however, paid their subscriptions. Of the unpaid 86 were 
three years in arrears, 68 two* years. The death roll was 20. Among 
those were 10 life ringing members, including Mr. J. H. Banks, the 
leader of the Surprise band at Helmshore, who was also branch 
secretary for three years, vice-president two years, ringing secretary 
18 years and a representative on the Central Council 15 years. There 
are over 60 members serving in the Forces.

The balance sheet showed a loss of £18, but as three branches had 
not sent in their returns in time, the loss was not quite as bad as 
appeared on the surface.

Two nominations were received for the office of vice-president, and 
Mr. J. Ridyard, Southport, was re-elected. Out of three names sub­
mitted for two auditors, Mr. F. R. Williams was elected for two 
years and Mr. A. Barnes for one year.

The choice of place for next year’s annual meeting was left to the 
committee.

The election before a peal attempt of Mr. J. H. Crampion was con­
firmed. y  

*'• The Rev. D. Railton feelingly spoke of the ban on ringing and sug-
f'ested that a note be sent from the meeting suggesting that it be 
ifted for Sunday service ringing during daylight hours.

As no interest on the moneys in the bank was shown on the balante 
sheet, it was decided to transfer some of it to the Post Office account.

A vote of thanks was accorded to the Rector of Preston (Canon 
Wallis), the Rev. I. G. Jones and the local ringers.

T W O  G U IL D S  C O -O P E R A T I N G
ACTIVITIES OF BOURNEMOUTH AND DISTRICT RINGERS.
A combined meeting of the Christchurch Branch of the Winchester 

and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild and the Wimborne Branch of the 
Salisbury Diocesan Guild, held on Saturday in the garden of the Rev.
C. A. Phillips’ house at Bournemouth, proved to be very successful.

The ringers began to arrive shortly after 2.30, and the handbells 
were soon going to Grandsire and Stedman Triples, Bob Major, etc., 
as well as to ‘ Crazy ’ Doubles. The Methods Committee need not get 
alarmed, as this latter is merely a Morris* 240, the new name being 
the idea of one of the participants after a rather rapid performance.

Cooling drinks were provided by Mr. Phillips and much appreciated 
by the company, who afterwards attended evensong at St. Peter’s. 
The service was conducted by the Rev. Nevil Tucker, who gave the 
ringers a short address of encouragement.

During tea the party were cheered' at the news that the annual 
meeting at Poole would take place, all being well, towards the end 
of November.

Mr. George Preston mentioned the question of subscriptions to the 
Winchester Guild, and it was decided to ask members to continue to 
pav them as usual. ,

The ponversation that took place at the gathering revealed a deter­
mination to keep going, and one detected much disappointment at the 
decision made by the Winchester and Portsmouth Guild. The Exercise 
is very much alive in the district, and the co-operation between the 
two neighbouring Diocesan Guilds is doing much to keep it so. A 
weekly practice on handbells takes place at St. Peter’s Hall and is 
well attended, much, progress having been made. The combined meet­
ings take place quarterly and are well attended by all ringers in the 
district from Ringwood and Christchurch to Poole.

The handbell ringers hope before long to record a performance or 
two. Attempts have been made, but have been so far unsuccessful.

B O O K IN G  A N D  IT S  D E A N S .
r To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I must apologise to your readers for missing the point 
Mr. Barnett brought up in his letter.

In some ways it is true that there are two Deans of Bocking, 
although in fact this is not really the case. A definition woul$ be to 
state that there are two parsons, but only one Dean.

Under the patent of the deanery, if the Rector of Hadleigh resigns 
or dies, the Rector of Bocking ceases to be a Dean and loses all nis 
rights and privileges as such, and the same thing applies to the Rector 
of Hadleigh if the Rector of Bocking dies or resigns, until a* new 
Rector is elected.

Mr. Barnett is right in his statement that a Peculiar is outside the 
jurisdiction of the diocese. RONALD SUCKLING.

11, Alice Cottages, Bocking Church Street, Braintree.

TRADITION.
ITS VALUE AND PITFALLS.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I am supposed to have upset m&ny old traditions, but I 

do not think I have done so really. As an historian, I am interested 
in traditions, and value them, if they are genuine and not baseless 
legends masquerading as traditions.

A genuine tradition is knowledge of some event, some custom, or 
some belief which has been handed down by word of mouth without 
a break from the time it happened. The spurious traditions are inven­
tions of a much later date and usually have arisen in guesses, more 
or less plausible, by people to account for things they only partially 
understood. We may be sure that there is always some truth in a 
genuine tradition, and nearly always some distortion of truth. A 
spurious tradition may sometimes be true, but it has no historical 
value, apart from any contemporary corroboration.

The statement that the College Youths got their name because they 
rang at a church on Gollege Hill is not a tradition of the society. It 
came from Parnell, a Sheffield man, through Shipway, a Cumberland 
Youth, and did not appear until nearly two hundred years after the 
event. It is contradicted by what we learn from contemporary sources.

The statement that the College Youths rang the first five thousand 
ever accomplished at St. Sepulchre’s in 1690 is not a tradition. It is 
an historical statement, which has come down through the written 
word, not the oral, from almost contemporary times. It is inherently 
probable, and may be accepted as true.

Rather curiously the first of these has been widely accepted and 
the second almost universally rejected.

The rule which says that any member of the Cumberlands who 
joins the College Youths ceases to be a member (and vice versa) is 
not a tradition. It was a new rule passed about one hundred years 
ago, first (it would appear) by the Cumberlands, and afterwards 
adopted by the College Youths. But it was based on an old tradition 
of the whole Exercise. That tradftion was thkt no man, anywhere, 
could, at the same time, be a member of two societies. Even to-day 
we expect a man to be loyal to one band, and in those days a society 
was a band. But the rule was much more stringent then, and if the 
tradition still survived I, as a Middlesex afcan, would be barred from 
both College Youths and Cumberlands, and London County Association 
as well.

The tradition had begun to be outworn when the disputed rule was 
passed, and was no4 doubt an attempt to maintain it.

The position of the St. James’ Society has been very much mis­
represented.’ It was not founded as a neutral ground on which the 
members of the two old societies could meet in friendly social inter­
course; nor did it ever serve that end, though it suited some of the 
more energetic members, wb^ wanted to ring peals together, to use it 
for the purpose of dodging the rule.

It is all right to rely on tradition, but let us be 6ure that it is 
tradition ana tradition worth following. Not everything that has 
come down from the past is good. Some things were always bad and 
some have become outworn and useless. True progress means keeping 
contact with the past, but adapting it to the needs of the present. 

Ealing. J. ARMIGER TROLLOPE.

D E A T H  OF M R . H O R A C E  W H IT E H E A D .
WELL-KNOWN DOVER RINGER.

It is with regret we record the death of Mr. Horace Whitehead, o f  
Dover, at the age of 55 years. He passed awfay at his residence on 
Sunday, September 21st, after an illness lasting nearly' six months.

He commenced his ringing when a lad at Bredgar Church, Sitting- 
bourne, and for a time was at Canterbury, where he rang at the 
Cathedral Some 25 years ago he moved to Dover.

He served in t ho' Royal Artillery in the last war and on returning 
he travelled Kent and Sussex for the Pearl Insurance Company and 
became well known to ringers in the two counties. He had taken 
part in many peals’

Ten years ago he was elected representative for the Canterbury 
District on the committee of the Kent Association.

The funeral took place at St. Mary’s Cemetery on Thursday, Sep­
tember 25th. There were many relatives and friends present at the 
graveside, and Messrs. H. J. Saunders, T. Robinson and C. Turner 
represented the bellringers. Among the many beautiful floral tributes 
was a wreath from the St. Mary’s bellringers, Dover.

T H E  P E A L  IN  T A P E S T R Y .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—As the ‘ composer ’ (or should I say ‘ compositor ’ p) of 
the ‘ Peal in Tapestry ’ Referred to in your issue of September 19tli 
of ‘ The Ringing World,’ I am naturally gratified by the kind remarks 
made about it. At the same time, I would like to point out that 
my name js not Henderson!

I may add that I  have worked diagrams of plain courses of more 
than one Surprise method, including London, Cambridge and Ipswich.

D. F. FERGUSON (lately of Repton).
Royal Naval College, Dartmouth.

The Editor regrets that by a slip of the pen, Mr. Ferguson’s name 
was wrongly given. This also answers the letter on ,the same subject 
from Mr. T. M. Roderick, of Newton, Porthcawl.
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ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
MEETING AT BRADFIELD.

A district meeting of the North-Eastern Division of the .Essex Asso­
ciation took place on Saturday at Bradfield. Seventeen ringers 
attended from eight towers, viz., Great Bentley, Harwich, Mistley, 
Tliorington, Manningtree, Ipswich* and Dedham. Handbells were 
loaned by the Harwich and Mistley companies and were rung in the 
Scouts’ Hall preceding the service in church. This was conducted by 
the Vicar (the Rev. — Johnson). The service was choral, the robed 
choir being in attendance as well as quite a good muster of church 
folk who had been invited by the Vicar to attend to help with the 
singing. They thus had. the privilege of hearing Grandsire Triples 
rung 111 Bradfield Church for the first time in history, both before 
and after the service.

The ringers afterwards returned to the hall for tea and the business 
meeting and, later, further ringing, which was kept going well after 
the black-out. «*

The business meeting was presided over by the District Master (Mr.
G. Waterman), who was supported by the district secretary (Mr. L. 
Wright). A few moments’ silence was observed for a departed brother 
in the person of Mr. G. Jennings, late ef Tendring.

For the next meeting, which Will be the annual meeting of. the 
district, an invitation from the Vicar of St. Peter’s, Colchester, was 
accepted with pleasure, and it was decided to hold it some time in 
January, it being left to the secretary to fix a date.

The present tea arrangements were discussed and it was agreed to 
continue on the same lines for the duration of the war, that is that 
everyone attending further meetings must bring their own eatables.

One or two members asked the reason why the names of the two 
life members from Mistley (Messrs. A. Fuller and W. Honeywood), 
who were elected at the annual general meeting, were not mentioned 
in ‘ Th6 Ringing World ’ report of the meeting, and why the death 
of an honorary member from Harwich (Mr. Woodward) was not 
mentioned.

Mr. C. A. Ellis spoke strongly against such omissions and thought 
that those responsible for the report should exercise more care. These 
three gentlemen, he said, had been great supporters of the art for 
many years, and it was only right and fitting that their names should 
be recorded in the columns of their treasured weekly' paper.

The District Secretary sat'd he would see what he could do in the 
matter. Although this was not his work, it concerned his district.

This concluded the business, and the Master proposed a hearty vote 
of thanks to the Vicar for allowing the meeting to take place in his 
parish, for the lovely service and the address lie had given; also to 
the organist and blower and the members of the choir.

Later in the evening the Vicar returned to the hall, and, having 
replied to the vote of thanks, spent quite a while chatting with the 
members.

An outstanding example of loyalty to the cause was shown by a 
visiting ringer from Ipswich, who cycled 15 miles each way with only 
24 hours’ notice of the meeting. Best wishes were seiit to Miss Frost, 
who is now serving in the A.T.S. ‘ somewhere in England.’

BARNSLEY A N D  DISTRICT SOCIETY.
The September meeting was held at Cawthorne. Members attended 

from Eastwood, Felkirk, Hoylandswaine, Sandal, Wath and the local 
company. The Parish Room was placed at the disposal of the ringers 
Muring the afternoon and evening and good use was made of handbells.

The business meeting was held after tea, the Vicar (the Rev. F. 
Greenwood) presiding.

Three new members were elected,’ viz, B. Burkitt and E. Cooper, 
of Arksey, and J. Wardle, of Barnby Dun.

Mr. W. Moxon offered the best thanks of the members to the'Vicar 
for the use of the room and for presiding, and said they appreciated 
the time he had 6pent with the ringers. He also thanked the local 
company for all the? arrangements they had made.

The Vicar, in reply, welcomed the society once more and said he 
was pleased to know the work of the society was being carried on. 
He felt it was his duty as Vicar to attend these meetings.

Further handbell ringing followed, in which the Vicar took keen 
interest. The methods rung during the afternoon and evening in­
cluded Grandsire and Stedman Doubles, Plain and Treble Bob Minor, 
Grandsire Triples, Bob Major, Little Bob Major and Plain and Double 
Bob Major Spliced.

It is hoped to arrange the next meeting at Monk Bretton on October 
11th.

T H E  A N A L Y S I S  A N D  IT S  H IS T O R Y
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. Trollope has been giving us the interesting story of 
the Analysis in your last three numbers, and Mr. George Williams 
writes on the same subject in your current issue. In the opening para­
graph of the first article (page 424, September 5th) Mr. Trollope is 
made to say, * It was started as far back as the year 1896.* I think 
the date is a misprint and should have been 1886. This squares with 
the rest of his contribution, as Mr. Trollope mentions the tables for 
1886 onwards, and this is endorsed by Mi’ . Williams this week.

CHARLES E. BORRETT.
Sheringham.

T H E  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .
COMMEMORATIVE LUNCHEON TO BE HELD.

At the meeting at the Whitechapel Foundry on Saturday last the 
attendance was well maintained, and the Master had the pleasure 
of welcoming several well-known ringers from the provinces, viz., 
Messrs. J. W. Jones (Newport), A. Prince (Bath), J. H. Sh.epherd 
(Swindon), P. Cross (Bowden, Cheshire) and J. Thomas (Edmonton).

Five new members were elected, viz., Mr. A. B. Wiffen, of Stamford 
Brook, London, Mr. A. W. Heath, of Cardiff, and the three sons of 
Mr. James Bullock. The election of the last three was rather unique 
owing to their youth, James being 17, Thomas 14 and Leonard 12 
years of age. James and Thomas,. together with their father, rang 
an excellent touch of 360 Bob Minor and also took part in two courses 
of Bob Major. v

A well-preserved copy of the ‘ Clavis ’ was presented by Major 
J. H. B. Hesse to the society to replace that lost in the fire at the 
Coffee Pot. A vote of thanks was accorded to Major Hesse for his 
generous gift.

Mr. R. Stannard stated that he had the good luck to call on Mr. 
R. H. Brundle,.of Ipswich, on the eve of his 90th birthday and had 
conveyed to Mr. Brundle the good wishes of the members.

Mr. E. A. Young formally moved that a luncheon be held to com­
memorate the 304th anniversary on Saturday, November 8th, and 
the treasurer offered to make preliminary enquiries.

The members stood in silence as a mark of respect to tlie memory 
of Mr. Albert Durant, whose death occurred recently.

A nomination for inembership and further handbell riuging brought 
another happy meeting 4o an end.

W E L L -K N O W N  R IN G E R S  M A R R IE D .
Q M S. HAROLD ROGERS AND MISS OLIVE ASHBROOK.

At Halesworth, Suffolk, on Saturday evening, to celebrate the wed­
ding of Armt. Q.M.S. Harold Rogers, R.A.O.C., of Cliediston, Hales­
worth, and Miss Olive Ashbrook, of Islewortli, both well-known ringers 
hi London and Halesworth, and also as a welcome home to .Sergt. J. 
Jennings, R.A.S.C., a member of the local company, the Halesworth 
ringers rang on handbells many courses and short touches of Bob 
Major and Triples, also Whittington’s, Queens, Tittums and rounds 
on the 12 bells. The following took p a rt : Mrs. Melville Hocken, Sergt. 
J. Jennings, Messrs. F. C. Lambert (conductor), A. Foster, W. Barber, 
J. Jolly and W. Kemp.

A plain course of Grandsire Caters was rung on handbells as the 
bride entered the church, and Mendelssohn’s ‘ Wedding March ’ was 
played on the organ as the bridal couple left. '

The band all join in wishing the newly-married couple a long and 
happy wedded life. Miss Ashbrook is acting secretary of the London 
County Association and is tower secretary at Isleworth, of which tower 
Q.M.S. Rogfers is also a member.

P U D S E Y  S U R P R IS E .
To the Editor.

Sir,—Your contributor is not qyite accurate in saying that Pudsey 
‘ has the same capacity for producing peals as Yorkshire, and com­
positions with the tenors together will apply to both alike.’ Actually 
any such peal of Pudsey will not necessarily go to Yorkshire, and an 
example of this, a composition of the writer’6, was published in 4 The 
Ringing World * of August 25tli, 1939.

About 6even years ago, as far as my knowledge permitted, I examined 
Pudsey with a view to composing the extent with the tenors together, 
which, speaking from memory, is, I believe, 10,336, and though I never 
obtained such a peal (Mr. A. G. Driver afterwards pointed out how 
one could be obtained from the Rev. H. L. James’ extent of Cam­
bridge Royal), I fievertheless put together several* long lengths, of 
which the following is an example. E. A. BARNETT.

9,600 PUDSEY SURPRISE.
23456 B M W H

43526 2 —

32465 —
26354 —
65243 —
65432 — —
65324 — — •

j 52643 —
,24536 — -
43065 —
36452 ^  3
36524 — —

35264 — 2
25463 —
56234 —
23564; — .

Twice repeated.
The exact wording of our article w as: ‘ for ordinary purposes 

Pudsey has the same capacity for producing peals as Yorkshire.’ The 
reference was to peals in full natural courses and the intention (badly 
expressed) was to exclude compositions like Mr. Barnett’s.—Editor,
* Ringing World.’
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YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
WESTERN DIVISION DECEMBER MEETING CANCELLED.

Members of the Western Division of the Yorkshire Association met 
on Saturday week at Hebden Bridge and walked up to Heptonstall. 
Those who were not acquainted with the district had an agreeable 
surprise aild could well understand why it is called the * Yorkshire 
Switzerland.’ Fortunately the weather was fine and not too warm, 
for the ascent is extremely steep in parts. As the official guide failed 
to turn up. the party were fortunate in having amongst their number 
ringers from nearby towers. Though at times there appeared to be 
a doubt about the best way, everyone arrived quite safely. Some 
thought that the vice-president, and other members who were built 
more for comfort than speed, might be lost on the way, but they 
turned up perhaps fresher than some of the younger ones.

A vote of thanks to the Vicar, the Rev. A. T. Wellesley-Greaves, 
was moved by Mr. J. F. Harvey and seconded by Mr. L. W. G. Morris, 
who spoke of the great hospitality which they always enjoyed at 
Heptonstall. Although the Vicarage was very near to the bells, the 
Vicar never refused permissiorf for the bells to be rung.

The Vicar, replying, said that he was always pleased to welcome 
ringers, as he always felt that the bells were there to be rung, and a 
nice peal of bells could only be for the good of the Church. He felt 
that the ban on ringing was sheer nonsense and a great mistake. He 
valued the efforts of the association to carry on in spite of difficulties, 
he would always welcome ringers who are carrying on the work of 
the Church and he hoped that the association would come again in 
happier times and help them to obtain new interest and new ringers.

Miss L. K. Bowling was elected to fill the vacancy on the district

J f  ̂  "  HEPSTONSTALL’S TWO

All were ready for te-a and were able to do full justice to a spread 
which would h«ve delighted our eyes in times of peace. One can only 
wonder at the kind of a table which would be in evidence if times 
were normal. The church commands an excellent new of the whole 
valley, and it was a pity that the .bells, which are reputed to be 
among the finest in Ihe county, could not be enjoyed.

At the business meeting in the Church Schools, the chairman (Mr. 
P. J. Johnson) referred to the great loss the society had sustained 
by the death of Mr. F. W . Dixon, of Guiseley, and paid tribute to the 
work lie had done for the association. An outstanding ringer, a very 
able conductor and above --all a man of sterling character, his place 
would be very hard to fill.

It was decided that in view of the difficult travelling conditions in 
December the next meeting should be left until March. This would 
be the annual meeting of the cjistrict, and it Is hoped that a joint 
meeting will be held with the Leeds and District Society at Christ 
Church, Upper Armley, Leeds. x

LEEDS A N D  DISTRICT SO C IETY.
MONTHLY MEETINGS TO CONTINUE.

The Leeds and District Society’s September meeting was held on 
Saturday last at St. Chad’s, Headingley. Handbells were rung from 
soon after 3 p.m. until 4.30 p.m.*, when tea was partaken of at a nearby 
cafe, by the kind invitation of Canon C / C. Marshall.

Afterwards the business meeting was held in the Parish Room. The 
president (Mr. J. F. Harvey) occupied the chair, and members were 
present from Armley, Bradford, Bramley and the local company.

A vote of thanks to Canon Marshall for so generously paying for 
tea and for the use of the room, also to the local company for the 
other arrangements was carried on the motion of Mr. L. W. G. Morris, 
seconded*by Mr. Sam Helliwell.—Canon Marshall acknowledged the 
vote of thanks.

A short discussion on the question of continuing to hold the meetings 
was quickly disposed of, and the unanimous answer was ‘ We shall 
carry on.* '

The next meeting is due to be held at Shipley, and although the 
society has made one visit this year, it was agreed that, if arrange­
ments can be completed, the next meeting snail be held there, to 
enable the members to ‘ have a go ’ on the clapperless bells.

Further handbell ringing was afterwards enjoyed. •

CHURCH TOWERS.

committee, and Mr. W. H. Senior was elected to a seat on the General 
Committee of the association. After a course 011 the handbells, the 
party visited one of the beauty spots and then returned to Hebden 
Bridge via the ‘ Bank.’. During the day members were present from 
Armley, Bradford, Bramley, IJalifax, Headingley (St. Michael’s), 
Shipley and Sowerby, as well as very welcome friends from Cross 
Stone and Todm#rden. ‘ .

It was at Heptonstall on Easter Monday, April 18tli, 1927, that a 
record peal of Oxford Treble Bob Major was rung by well-known 
members of the Lancashire Association. The previous Treble Bob 
record had been made in 1923, when 17,280 of Kent was rung at Over, 
Cheshire. The Heptonstall peal was 17,824 and occupied 10 hours
51 minutes, as against the ten hours at Over, the tenor at Heptonstall 
being 4 cwt. heavier at 18 cwt. 1 qr. The peal was rung by Ernest 
Cutsforth, Thomas B. Worsley (the composer), Peter Laflin, Joseph 
Leatherbarrow, Edward Jenkins (conductor), Titus Barlow, Gabriel 
Lindoff and Arthur E. Pegler.

A R T H U R  T . KING.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. Trollope’s account of Mr. King recalls an occasion 
when a few of us were together and he related an incident which had 
happened a few days before which is worth repeating.

He was, as Mr. Trollope says, a great churchman, and many of the 
leading clexgy had been at Winchester with him. He was walking 
along with one of these* who was a suffragan tjishop, when Harry 
Handers came along.

Harry was a rough diamond. He was a typical Cockney and a 
carman. He drove a van which collected grease and offal for a firm 
of soap manufacturers where ■ he was employed, and" Harry’s van 
could be smelt for miles.

When he saw Mr. King he pulled up his horses and called down 
from his seat, as only a Cockney can, ‘ Watcher, Mr. King. How 
are yer?’ He got down, they talked for a few minutes, and each 
went their respective ways.

These were not the democratic days we now live in, and when Mr. 
King rejoined his friend he was asked, ‘ One of your friends, King?’ 
Mr. King told us he did not like the tone of the question, and replied.
* Yes, that is one of my dearest friends, and I think as much, if not 
more, of him as I do of yeu.’ E. B.
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
' V A R IA T IO N .

*VVhen we talk about two things being- variations of. 
each other, we assume that, on the one hand, there are 
some definite features -which are common to both, and, 
on the other, there are some definite features which are 
peculiar and individual to each ; and the larger the pro­
portion of the common features the closer we say the 
variation is. It follows, therefore, that variation is an 
indefinite thing, a matter of more or less, and so long 
as there is some common feature, nQ line can be drawn 
between what is a variation and wh>t is not.

That is ho\tf we use the word in ordinary speech ; but 
in change ringing there has been for many years a ten­
dency to use it in a much more restricted sense. One of 
the ambitions of ringers was to be known as composers, 
and to produce peals which they could claim as their 
very own. It was necessary that these should be 
‘ original ’ and that the. composer should get the credit 
of having produced something which was quite inde­
pendent of anything other people had done. Naturally,

. therefore, men shut their eyes to the features which were 
common to peals or methods, and stressed the features 
which were individual and peculiar. This was the easier 
because composers deliberately neglected to investigate 
the general mathematical laws which control change 
ringing, and concentrated on solving particular problems.

When we turn to the correspondence columns of ‘ The 
Bell News ’ of forty or fifty years ago, we find many con­
troversies between men who argued whether such-and- 
such a peal was or was not a variation of another, but 
the point at issue was always whether the ‘ rights ’ of 
one of the contestants had been infringed.' In order to 
decide such controversies many attempts were made to 
define straitly what is a variation and what is not. In 
his ‘ Treatise on Treble Bob ’ (1878) Jasper Snowdon 
finally convinced the Exercise that reversal and transposi­
tion do not.affect the essential nature of a composition 
and no ‘ originality ’ belongs to any peal so produced. 
In 1898 the Central Council issued a pronouncement 
which attempted to settle the question on broad lines.

Consciously or unconsciously, these were all attempts 
to safeguard the ‘ rights ’ of composers, and to say how 
far a man might go when he put his name to a peal. 
The things which differentiated peals were the important 
ones, not the things which linked them ; and, to be fair 
to the composers of the time, we must remember that 
they did almost always try to produce their peals inde­
pendently of what others had done. They felt it was not 
playing the game to take another man’s work and 
deliberately use it for their own purposes.

During the last quarter of a century a great change 
has taken place, or rather is taking place, in the views 
of composers. The more advanced of the younger men 
no longer look on peals as isolated independent things; 
and they are much more inclined to study and understand 
the general laws of composition, and the ways in which 
peals are related. For them originality no longer means 
what it did to their predecessors*. In peâ  composition 
the change of opinion is, so far, only partial; but in 
method building it is almost complete, and it is not

* possible now for a man to look on a method, even a new, 
method, as something he has himself made and which is 
his.

Opinions once widely and strongly held naturally die 
slowly, and here and there among older men there is still 
the feeling that the methods they worked out are theirs, 
and just as John Carter resolutely refused to admit the 
connection between Darlaston Triples and College Single 
Minor, so they* refuse to see any relationship between 
their methods and others. A not unnatural attitude, 
but of no interest to outsiders.

A correspondent recently told us that in saying that 
Brighton Surprise is more or less a variation of New 
Cumberland we had made ‘ one more big blunder ’ ; and 
in saying that Cambridge, Yorkshire and Pudsey are 
variations of each other we were pretending that ‘ some­
thing is what it is not.’ There are (so we were informed) 
some mysterious things called Round Blocks and 
Transpositions (things ‘ evidently beyond our mental 
capacity ’) which conclusively proved our critic’s case. 
W e are not greatly disturbed, for since by the same 
‘ proof ’ Oxford and Kent Treble Bob would appear to 
have nothing to do with each other, we are inclined to 
suspect that ‘ Round Blocks and Transpositions ’ are 
largely tosh,' especially as they further “  prove ” that two 
peals which contain the same Q Sets, the same course 
ends, and the same lead ends are not the- same com­
position.

What concerns us for our present purpose is not the 
differences in methods, but the things they have in com­
mon ; for if we study and understand the inter-relations 
between methods we shall not only know a good deal 
more about the science of change ringing, but We‘ shall 
be greatly assisted in our actual practice in the belfry.

At one time it used to be the custom to treat every 
method as a separate thing for the purposes of ringing, 
and to learn its rules without any reference to those of 
any other method.' No doubt it often is so still, but the 
great development of method ringing in recent years has 
shown many men that it is very helpful to consider 
methods as variations of each other and to adapt the 
rules of one to another. If the development is to con­
tinue still further and to become more general it will be 
largely because o f  a wider understanding of the relation­
ship between methods. How this can be done we have 
given several indications in these articles and most re­
cently in the cases of Carpbridge, Yorkshire, and Pud­
sey. A study of variation cannot fail to be of practical 
value.

While we should recognise that variation is a some­
what yague thifig— a question of more or less— we ought 
not to ignore the attempts made from time to time to de­
fine strictly some forms of it, so long as we avoid the 
mistake of thinking that these strictly defined forms are 
all the variation there is.

That has been the tendency in the past. The opinion 
was that a method exists on various numbers of bells, 
and in three distinct forms— single, reverse and double. 
All these variations must be called by the same 'name, 
and when it is settled according to rule what are the cor­
rect reverse and double variations of a method, and its 
proper extension to the higher numbers, the whole sys­
tem has been worked out, and anything beyond is not a 
variation.

Shipway was mainly responsible for this opinion. In 
many ways he was in advance of his time, and he did 
good by thus pointing out the relationship between 

(Continued on next page.)
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NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

NOTICES must be received NOT- LATER THAN  
MONDAY.

ST. M ARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF 
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755), —  Quarterly meet- 
ing \̂ jll be held at the Parish Church, Edgbaston, Birm­
ingham, on Saturday, Oct. 4th. Silent practice on tower 
bells from 3.30  to 4 .3 0 ; short service 4 .3 0 ; tei 5 . 15. 
Business meeting and handbell ringing to follow.— T. H. 
Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136 , Newton Road, Spafkhill, Birm­
ingham, 11.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Tonbridge Dis­
trict.— The annual meeting will be'held at Tonbridge on 
Saturday, Oct. 4th. Service in church at 4 p.m. Tea 
at the Carlton Cafe at 4.45  (free).— T. Saunders, Peck- 
ham Bush, Paddock Wood.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— The 
next meeting will be held at Tunstall on Saturday, Octo­
ber 4th, at 3 p.m. Handbells available. Short service 
at 5 p.m.— Andrew Thompson, Whitehouse Road, Cross 
Heath, Newcastle, Staffs.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S ASSO C IA T IO N . —  A 
special general meeting will be held at St. Margaret’s, 
Leicester, on Saturday, October 4th, in conjunction with 
local meeting. All committee members who can are 
urgently requested to attend. Financial matters will be 
discussed. Meet in Church Vestry 4 p.m.— Ernest Morris, 
Gen. Hon. Sec., 24, Coventry Street, Leicester.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Leicester 
District.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Leicester 
on October 4th. Ringing at St. Margaret’s. Bells 
(silent) from 3 p.m. till 5 p.m. Tea (2s: 6d.) and meeting 
at George Hotel (near Clock Tower) 5.15  p.m. Social 
evening and entertainment at the George Hotel, 7  to 9 
p.m.— H. W . Perkins, 53 , Landseer Road, Leicester.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The next meeting will be held at the Bell Foundry, White­
chapel, on Saturday, October nth , at 3 p.m. A luncheon 
to commemorate the 304th anniversary will be held on 
Saturday, November 8th. Furfher details will be given at a 
later date— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, 1, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
(Continued from previous page.) 

methods. Leading men of the last generation, notably 
Law James, adopted his views, and they find a place in 
the Methods Report of 1904 . The drawback was that 
other and equally important variations were ignored. On 
the whole, perhaps, it would have been better if Single 
and Double Norwich Court Bob Major and Double Nor­
wich Royal and Maximus had all been given different 
names.

One practical advantage of knowing the strictly de­
fined variations of a method is that it enables us to refer 
to them without having to give them in full. This is a 
great advantage in a printed text book where space is 
limited, and it has been used in the new Surprise Major 
collection. In the book 150 methods are set out in full, 
and a considerable number more are clearly indicated by 
saying that such-and-such methods can be varied in such- 
and-such ways.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. —  Northern Division.— A 
meeting will be held at Braintree on Saturday, October 
11th. Handbells available from 2 .30 . Service 4.30  p.Ai., 
followed by tea and business meeting. It is essential that 
all intending to be present should notify me not later than 
Wednesday, October 8th. Please come and make this 
meeting a real success. A good bus service from all 
parts.j-Hilda G. Snowden, Hon. Dis.' Sec., 3 , Belle 
Vue, Hedingham Road, Halstead, Essex.

BATH AND W ELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 
— Crewkerne Deanery Branch.— A meeting will be held 
at Ilminster on October 11th. Handbells and tower bells 
(silent) available from 3 .15 . Owing to rationing difficul­
ties the usual tea cannot be arranged. Bring your own 
food; a cup of tea will be provided for {hose who send 
names to D. G. Taylor, Braeside, Ilminster.
. M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Hinckley 
District.— The next silent ringing meeting will be at 
Barwell on Saturday, October 11th. Bells 4 .30-7 .30 . No 
tea. Handbells, etc.— W . A. W ood, Dis. Sec.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Monk Bretton on Saturday, Oc­
tober 11th. Handbells available Church Hall at 3  p.m. 
Tea will be provided at. 5 p.m. for all who notify me not 
later than Wednesday, October 8th. All will be wel­
come.— D. Smith, Hon. Sec., 28 , Chapel Street, Shafton, 
near Barnsley, Yorks.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Burton 
District.— The autumn meeting of this'district will be 
held at St. Paul’s, Burton, on Saturday, October 11th. 
Handbells in tower at 3 p.m. Service at 3 .30 . Tea at 
4 p.m. Business meeting at 5 p.m. in tower. Special 
business, so may we have a good attendance? Derby 
district • members especially invited.—J. W . Cotton, 
Overseal. s

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Lewisham Dis­
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at the 
Church of the Annunciation, Chislehurst, on Saturday, 
October 25th. Tower open for handbell ringing from
3 p.m. Service at 3.45  p.m., followed by tea and busi­
ness meeting. Tea, by kind invitation of the Vicar (Rev. 
Canon R. S. Greaves) only for those who send their 
names to Mr. T. Groombridge, 35 , Albany Road, Chisle­
hurst, not later than Tuesday, October 21st. Business 
includes election of officers.— A. G. Hill, Hon. Dis. Sec.

O XFO R D  U N IVER SITY SOCIETY.— Any ringers 
who may be coming up next term are asked to communi­
cate with J. E_ Spice (Master) at New College, or W . L.
B. Leese (secretary) at St. John’s.

W IN C H ESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN  
GUILD.— Isle of Wight District.— The secretary of this 
district is now Mrs. C. Guy, Merrie Meade, Watergate 
Road, Newport, Isle of Wight.

SITUATION V A C A N T .
SECOND GARDENER wanted, change ringer; cot­

tage with electric light, etc.— E. C. Lambert, Church 
Cottages, Cosgrove, Bletchley, Bucks.

BELL. ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. 'Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. rope works, grantham
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  F R E E  

f r o m  th e  
R e v . E . S . P O W E L L , S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

i. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble

Dominated Methods) ................................................................q  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Doable Oxford B o b )......................................................... ... 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS— Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9  

CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE W ITH S.P.A.B. ... ..................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ................................................................................................
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ... ... 3

Cambridge Surprise Major .................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Co^rt 3
Bristol Surprise Major ...................... . 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ..................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................... 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

■dition) ................................................................................................ 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

* ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ QRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.: second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
fire bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc. *

1 STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
* STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

1 TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
* SURPRISE METHOD6 .' 2g. lOd. A book by the late Rev. 0. D. P. 

Darias, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
Miss M A R G A R E T  E , SNOWDON  
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s t o n ,  L a n c e

P U B L IC A T IO N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6|d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

; CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7£d. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instructiop from the first handling 
of a ball to the ringing and conducting of peels of Grandsire, 
Stedmen, Plain Bob and Kent Treble B o d .

Large aelection of Compositions included.
Prioe:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(• copies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6 beE edition sewn, paper oovers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /-).
O b tain able  on ly  p o st fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V IoaraAe, n ear D aven try .

' ---------- --------------------------------------------

'THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRET6HINC
E st. 1 8 2 0  x i Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd .
LOUGHBOROUGH
' - - 1 

O raer y o u r Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rioes in cre a se , 
p re -w a r  q u ality , and send us y o u r  old  Bell Ropee  

fo r  rep airs  w h ilst n o t in use .

0 Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S
V

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

C orrectly Modelled BELL INKSTAND Design) in  Solid Silver

Diameter 2iin 2|in, 3iim. 3iin, 4in. 4$in. Sin. Biin 
Price 1 8 /6  2 2 /8  28/6 3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /6  8 7 /8

The 5in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T C  n I  I C C C I  I  Jeweller 
,  t i ,  f y  U  t }  L -*  L  and Optioian

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SMITH of DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, I  ondon, 

and throughout the world.

John S m ith  & S on s, M idland C lock W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

H ead Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., D erby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor bv the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
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THE VALUE OF TEXT BOOKS.
Our article last week has brought to light an excellent 

example of what can be done in a home ringing circle. 
Elsewhere we give some details that have been sent to 
us of the achievement of a youthful band formed at Sun- 
dridge, Kent, by the daughter of the late Rev. H. S. T. 
Richardson, wbo, during his lifetime, was one of the 
leading ringers among the clergy. Miss Brenda Richard­
son and her sisters had made some progress in ringing 
before their father’s lamented death, and their interest, 
thus stimulated, has now resulted in putting in some ex­
cellent spadework among their youthful neighbours. This 
report bears out what we said last week about the possi­
bilities of awaking a wider interest in our art. More­
over, what can be done'among young people can also be 
done among older men and women, and there are, we 
believe, gratifying prospects for the future of ringing in 
those places .where home circles can be started.

In this connection, too, we would recommend those 
who start such little companies to give some thought to 
employing text books to helf> them and to give their 
pupils something to study in their spare time when they 
are not actually practising with the handbells. There 
are several elementary treatises in which beginner^ can 
take an intelligent interest and which can be relied upon 
to add to their store of learning. For instance, there are 
the publications of the Snowdon series which have been 
the standard text books of instruction now for two 
generations. ‘ Rope-sight ’ has been the ‘ vade mecum ’ 
of thousands of ringers. The greatness of the service 
which this book has rendered to the promotion of change 
ringing will never be known and its usefulness is as 
great now as it was when first written by Jasper Snow­
don more than sixty years ago. Elementary change 
ringing has never been better explained than jn this 
volume, and it is always safe to turn a would-be ringer 
loose among its pages. Snpwdon had an extraordinary 
gift of exposition and ‘ Rope-sight ’ is something of a 
classic among books of instruction. This volume at 
least should be in every beginner’s possession.

There are other books which can be confidently recom­
mended as * instructors ’ for those just setting out to 
explore the art of ringing. 4 The Ringers’ Handbook ’ 
(by E. S. and M. Powell) is one of these. It covers a 
wider field than *. Rope-sight,’ and deals most admirably 
with the four ‘ standard ’ methods. It is not to be ex­
pected, of course, that as purely a beginner the young, 
or even the not-so-young, ringer will require at first to 
know how to ring more than one method, but there may 
well come a time, not too long delayed, when curiosity 
will prompt him to turn over the pages to discover 

(Continued on page 462.)
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‘ what comes next.’ At this stage interest is definitely 
established, drudgery, if any there haS been, is for­
gotten, and the new ringer is well on the way to that 
stage from which, given encouragement, there will be no 
going back. That is one of the advantages of using a 
book which goes beyond a single method, and, as it 
were, opens the next door.

Here we can go back to the Snowdon series and point 
to the value of ‘ Standard Methods ’ as a text book for 
this purpose when once the beginner has some mastery 
of the common language of ringing. Another of the 
great advantages of ‘ Standard Methods ’ is that it in­
troduces by its diagrams a different way of learning to 
ring changes, a way in which advanced ringers all 
eventually digest the mgst complicated methods. With 
these three books, supplemented perhaps, by Roe and 
Broome’s pamphlet on ‘ Grdndsire Doubles and Triples,’ 
the beginner has in his possession a series that will take 
him far into the realms of change ringing. But if these 
home circles are to be successful, ‘ book ’ learning, in­
dispensable as it is’, is not in itself sufficient. The ‘ in­
structor ’ must be ready to ‘ instruct ’ and to give help 
and encouragement. It is the personal element in the 
teaching that counts. Nothing educates so much as the 
direct question and answer, but the beginner can enlarge 
his knowledge and expand his questions if he takes the 
opportunity which the ringing text books offer of further­
ing his studies.

A S S O C IA T IO N  M E E T IN G S .
To the. Editor

Dear Sir,—If Mr. Armstrong will read my letter again lie will not 
find anything which can be described as destructive criticism, but will 
discover that it can be conveniently divided into three parts : (1) A 
review of tilings as they-are; (2) a practical position; (5) a warning.

It is significant that Mr. Armstrong did not (or could not) deny the 
substantial truth of part one, gave qualified approval to part two, 
and entirely ignored part three. His notes on the activities of the 
Sussex County Association are very interesting, but hardly relevant, 
since my letter was intended for those associations who do not hold • 
meetings.. From the tone of his letter .one must assume that they 
were included to forestall any suggestion of the ‘ cap fitting.’

The rest of his letter, to quote another Brighton correspondent, is 
' twaddle.’ ERIC B. HARTLEY.

Wembley. Park, Middlesex.

5 ,1 2 0  D O U B L E  N O R W IC H  M A J O R .
By CHABLES W. ROBERTS.

23456 1 4 5 6

32654
36254

—
S

65234 —
53264 —
23465
34265

— —
—

35248 — —

42536
25436
54236

---

M
M

43256 —
32546 — s

Three times repeated, calling bobs for single in 2nd course of 2nd 
and 4th parts. This peal has the 6th 12 times wrong and 24 times 
right with 4.5.6 only in 6th’s.

AN IMPOBTANT NOTICE.—The following notice is said to have 
been posted on the church door of a rural parish: This is to give 
notice that no person is to be buried in ihe churchyard but those 
living in the parish. Those who wish to be buried here are desired 
to apply to me.—J.B., Parish Clerk.
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HANDBELL PEALS.
SURFLEET, LINCOLNSHIRE.

THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sunday, September 28, 1941, in Two Hours and Eight Minutes 

A t  G l y n  G a r t h ,
A PEAL OP B O B  M A JO R , 6040 C H A N G E S ;

Tenor size 13 in E.
M rs. R . R ic h a r d s o n ............  1-2 I H a r o ld  J. P o o le  ............
R u p b rt  R ic h a r d s o n ............  3-4 | C a d e t  A. J. B rya n  W aym an

Composed by F. A. H o ld e n . Conducted b y  R c p b r t  R ich a rd son . 
Umpire— C. T . Coles.

5-6
7-8

DAGENHAM, ESSEX.
THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.

On Sunday, September 28, 1941, in Two Hours and Seven Minutes,
A t  106, G ay G arden s ,

A P E A L  O F  B O B  M I N O R ,  50*0 C H A N G E S }
L . W . B o l l o c k .....................  1-2  | J. B ullock ..............................  "3-4

T . H . B ullock .....................  5-6
Conducted by J. B ullock .

» Umpire— J. A. Bullock.
Rung as a birthday compliment to G. L. Newman.

SWINDON, WILTS.
THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.

On Friday, Octtber 3, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-1 hree Minutes,
A t H ig h c liffe , 8 1 , C ounty  R oad ,

A P E A L  O F  B O B  M A J O R ,  5M0 C H A N G E S )
I vor C. N . B e l l .....................  1-2  I W . B ertram  K ynaston  . . .  5.6
Jack S. R o b e r t s .....................  3-4  | R e v . M . C. C. M e lv ill e  . . .  ;-8

Composed by E . M . A t k in s . Conducted by R e v . M . C. C. M e lv ille  
Umpire— H . W . Bishop.

RADLEY, BERKSHIRE.
. THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

Oh Saturday, October 4, 1941, in Two Hours and Forty-Two Minutes, 
A t th b  School H ouse ,

A  P E A L  O F  B O B  M A J O R ,  SMS C H A N G E S )
Tenor size 14 in D.

W illia m  L .B .  L e b s b ............  1-2 I John E . S pice .....................  5-6
M iss M arie  R . C ross . . .  3-4  | 'W illiam  C. P o r t e r ............  7-8

Composed by E . M . A tkins , Conducted by J. E. S pice .
* First attempt for a peal on handbells. First peal of Major as 

conductor. A birthday compliment to the Rev. M.,C. C. Melville and 
to the Rev. J. Shepheard-WalwyB.

WEST GRINSTEAD, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, October 4, 1941, in Two Hours and Seventeen Minutes,
At  9 2 , B u tcher ’ s R o w ,

A P E A L  O F  B O B  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Tenor size 15 in C.

•George W . M assb y ............  1-2  | E dgar R . R a pl e y  ............  3-4
C ecil  R . L o n g h u rs t ............  5-6

Conducted by E . R . R a p l e y .
* First peal * in hand.’ The ringer of 1-2 was elected a member 

before starting for the peal.

A N  O X F O R D  U N I V E R S I T Y  G U IL D  P E A L .
The peal of Grandsire Doubles by the Oxford University Society 

rung at Rochester on September 13th should be credited in the 
Analysis to the Oxford Diocesan Guild to which the other society is 
affiliated. The University Society is not at present affiliated to the 
Central Council.

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. 'Phone 803.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE w o r k s , c r a n t h a n

. LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR.
ANALYSIS OF ITS CONSTRUCTION.

(Continued from page 471.)
I don’ t think’that the second half lead need be described in detail. 

In the Section BR 324 act reverse to 246 of Section B, changing for­
ward C.O. 51524 at row 14R to backward C.O. 42361 at row HR, at 
the same time moving the treble one step back in C.O. to correspond 
with the Bob Major lead head 15738264 at row 11R and increasing the 
C.S. on 78 of Section BR to a B.S. on 678 at Section AR, row 10R. 
In Section AR, 6, 7, 8 C.S. with the treble moving the treble three 
more steps backward and the B.S. on 678 completed at row 1R com­
pletely restores backward C.O. with the treble between 6 and 4 cor­
responding to the Bob Major lead head 16482735, finally thfc C.S. of
4 and treble at the lead end moves the treble still one more step Back 
in C.O. and produces the first Jead head 14263857. m

Thus every single place of London Surprise plays its part in pro­
ducing the first lead head of the method and each is part of the 
partial plained Q set of the lead. Sections A and B move the treble 
step by step to the 4th lead head of Bob Major 1867, etc. Section C 
moves the treble back to the first lead head 1352, etc. Sections BR 
and AR move the treble step by step to the 5th lead head 1648, etc., 
and 2nd’s place at the lead end moves the treble one more step to 
14263857. Strictly speaking, there are no Q sets of composition, but 
the Bob shunt on 357, the places of 578 in Section C and the B.S. on 
876 are made up of three interlockipg Bobbed Q sets on the five course 
bells 35786 somewhat similar to the two interlocking Bobbed Q sets on 
the four course bells 5324 in the Bob Major touch W. H. repeated, 
but not exactly so.

I hope I have been able to make this analysis of London Surprise 
Major clear, intelligible and interesting to some at least of those who 
read it. T know many will find it dry and condemn it as a waste of 
valuable space and energy. Those who are interested in composition 
will see why the false course ends affect Section A of one lead and 
Section AR of another lead and that similar relations couple Section B 
of one lead with Section BR of another lead. Now a proolem for the 
student : Is London Surprise Major an extension of London Surprise 
Minor? You can solve it by tryijig to analyse the Minor as I nave 
analysed the Major. If you decide they are the same, it will follow 
that London Royal and Maximus are impossible. Why this is so I 
cannot discuss now. If you decide they are not the same method 
you can attempt to extend London Major to Royal and Maximus.

B E L L S  A S  ‘ L U X U R I E S . ’
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I quite fail to see what point there is in the remarks 
of your correspondent who calls himself ‘ Anti-Silent.’ Whether bells 
and organs are luxuries or not depends on what people mean by 
luxuries, but any sensible person must agree that bells are not a* 
necessity for church life, and big and costly organs are not a necessity 
either. Wherever it is possible to do it, bells and organs 'should, of 
course, be insured against enemy action, but anyone who knows any­
thing about the finance of an average church knows that it is not 
usually possible, because there is not the money1 to do it ; and after 
all'there have not been many bells destroyed considering the number 
there are. The risk is worth taking.

If a parish is so unfortunate as to lose its bells, what must be done 
is to hope thai/'after the war some generous person will come forward 
and find the money to replace them. There can be little doubt that 
in most cases it would be done. It would be just the sort of thing to 
appeal to the sympathy of tlie same class of people who found the 
money in the first instance. This is the view taken by the diocesan 
authorities in the ‘ Peterborough and other diocesesy and . it. is a 
thoroughly sensible view.

‘ Anti-Silent ’ quotes what a Northamptonshire clergyman wrote in 
his parish magazine. We can sympathise fully with that clergymaii’s 
feelings, but what he savs is not very convincing. You can get all 
the musical accompaniment you need with far smaller and less costly 
organs than are usually found in churches, though everyone would 
prefer the luxury of the full instrument.

And the same with bells. We ringers naturally like peals of eight, 
or ten when we can get them, but for country churches three are 
sufficient for ordinary purposes, and for town churches one bell is 
sufficient or even none at all. By a[l means let us have luxuries when 
we can afford them, but they are luxuries and not necessities.

The Rev. A. A. Linev was {^together wrong when he talked about, 
bells replacing trumpets. Trumpets were never used in the service of 
the Church. And he was wrong when he talked about organs ‘ ousting 
the old scraped fiddle in the gallery.’ Organs were used in some 
churches long before the village orchestra, and what, replaced the 
latter was the barrel organ turned by a handle and grinding out only 
half a dozen tunes. It was a pitv the village orchestra did disappear. 
If it had survived it might have done much for music and church life 
in the country parishes, but the hand of the reformer was heavy. ' 
The old musicians and the old ringers were very much alike and many 
clergymen tried their best to get rid of all of them.

‘ Anti-Silent ’ keeps talking about organised opposition to church 
bells. There is no such organised opposition outside his fancv. Some 
people don’ t lifte church bells near them, and sometimes they have 
good reason ; but there are not, I am sure, half a score of people in the 
country who have any intention of doing anything to stop or even 
curtail the general use of church bells. LESLIE W. BUNCE.
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
(Continued from page 461.)
THE SOCIAL SIDE.

Now that half a century has passed since the Central 
Council was founded it is almost inevitable that we 
should' have to face the same question (but with a dif­
ference) as was asked fifty years ago. Then it foas: 
What good will it do? Now it is: W hat good has it 
done ?

No one can deny that in almost every way there has 
been improvement in the Exercise since 1 8 9 1 ; improve­
ment in the art of change ringing, in the condition of 
bells and belfries, in the status of ringers, and in their 
relationship with the Church and the clergy. Would 
that improvement have taken place in like measure had 
there been no Council ? The question Is impossible to 
answer, and probably is a futile one. The correct way 
is not to look on the Council as an independent body, 
blit as representative of the whole Exercise, the key­
stone and apex of its organisation. And if that be so, 
then its real value lies not so much in what it has done 
as in its actual existence. ,It  is, in fact, a visible sign 
and reminder that the Exercise is one; that ringers are 
joined together in a bond of fellowship, and common in­
terest, and that even more than with ordinary people is 
it true that none of us liveth or can live to himself.

All this may sound very much like a platitude, but if 
we study carefully the history of the Exercise we shall 
find that it has been kept alive by two main influences 
(apart from the fascination of change ringing as a 
sport). Both of these influences are social, but while 
one is exclusive the other is inclusive.

When ringing first began as a secular athletic sport 
in the sixteenth century the ringers (or at any rate those 
of the better class) formed themselves into companies 
not merely for the purpose of ringing, but as social clubs, 
and for a couple of centuries the social life was at least 
as important as the activity^ in the belfry.

These clubs in their Organisation, their spirit, and their 
outlook were exactly similar to the many other clubs 
formed for various purposes which were a very marked 
and very important feature of the general social life of 
the times. One feature was common to all— they were 
small and they were exclusive. Inside the club there 
was (in theory at any rate) equality, and the members 
in turn and in proper order filled the various offices up to 
that of Master. Admission to the club was jealously 
guarded. Every member’s loyalty was due to his own 
club, but did not (for the immediate purposes) extend 
beyond, or to other clubs; and in the case of ringers, 
did not entail any obligations to the Church or to any 
outside body.

That was the way in which the best of the Exercise 
was organised in the seventeenth and eighteenth cen­
turies ; and the leading societies of the time— in London 
the College Youths, the Esquire Youths, the London 
Scholars, and the rest; and in the provinces many more, 
such as the Union Society of Shrewsbury, the St. 
Stephen’s Company of Bristol, the Hertford College 
Youths and ‘others— kept alive and developed change- 
ringing. '  Between the members of the various clubs 
there was little intercourse, and outside was perhaps the 
majority of ringers, lower in social status, lower in tech­
nical skill, and including not a few of thc^e who in all 
ages earned for ringers a very bad name among ordinary 
people,

Such organisations served their purpose well enough
in the eighteenth century, but in the nineteenth, follow­
ing the industrial revolution and the Napoleonic wars, 
a great change came over the people of England. There 
were alterations in social conditions and one minor re­
sult of them was the disappearance of the ringing clubs. 
In some cases, notably the College Yotiths, the forms 
survived, but taking the country as a \yhole, the forces 
and influences which had created the Exercise and kept 
it alive had largely worked themseves out and become 
bankrupt. It is quite certain that change ringing as a 
sport was doomed unless some new vivifying influence 
could be found.

But where was it to come from ? Not from the old 
societies or what was left of them. They had an im­
portant part to play, which was to maintain what had 
come down from the past; without them change ringing 
could hardly have survived, and if it had di6d out it 
would never have been revived. But left to themselves 
the societies could have done nothing to arrest the 
general decay. Salvation came from those few men 
who had the courage and the devotion which made the 
great territorial associations possible, from the work and 
books of men like Jasper Snowdon, from ‘ The Bell 
News ’ and ‘ Church Bells,’ and from all those influences 
which gave ringers a common outlook and a sense of 

.common interest. And of those influences the Central 
Council fs the apex and the focus.

Some people may, perhaps, doubt whether change 
ringing was in such jeopardy as I have said. They will 
point to the steady succession of peals through the cen  ̂
tury, to the presence of skilled bands in London, Birm­
ingham, Sheffield, and elsewhere. Nevertheless, there 
was a steady decline. Things move very slowly in the 
ringing Exercise, but they do move, and for many years 
during the mid-nineteenth century, it was a move down­
wards. It was very fortunate that those years were 
years of peace and ^social stability, for change ringing 
would hardly have survived such a cataclysm as we have 
twice experienced during the last twenty-five years.

Since, then, the value of the Council consists largely 
in its being the focus of the forces that unite ringers, its 
social side cannot fail to be of the utmost importance. 
By the social side I do not mean merely the very pleasant 
outings and' entertainments which for some years past 
have been provided by the associations whose cities and 
towns have been visited, though they have a far greater 
value than the pleasure they immediately give. I mean 
the opportunities that men from all parts of the country 
have of meeting together and enjoying each other.’s 
society on terms of equality for the time being.

Looking back over the fifty years it i# very noticeable 
how great an advance has been made in this thing. It 
is not, of course, all due to the Council. Much is due 
to the ■ changes in the general social life of the people 
at large, to the widening of education and the disappear­
ance of class distinctions.

The boast is often made that in England there has 
never been the chasm between the great people and the 
common people that there was in most Continental coun­
tries. In the sense that Englishmen have never been 
divided into people who belonged to the nobility and 
those who did not, that is true; but it is also true that 
society here was divided into a considerable number of 
classes, each of which had its own class feeling and pre­
judices, and did not mix with those below it.
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These class distinctions were reflected in the ringing 
Exercise. W e cannot imagine the College Youths of 
the seventeenth century meeting or associating with ordi­
nary ringers. Nor can we imagine the College Youths 
of the eighteenth century treating the average ringers 
as their equals*. In the nineteenth century it so hap­
pened that ringers were, as a whole, of the lowest class 
socially. The men who started the reform movement 
and founded the territorial associations did not belong 
to the same class as the rank and file, nor to the class 
just above them. There was a clear break, which, with 
all the goodwill in the world, prevented full under­
standing and sympathy.

Fifty years ago the gap was not filled up. Ringers as 
a body belonged to the working class, and many of their 
leaders belonged to the university class. The lower 
middle class was not very well represented. In the peal 
records of ‘ The Bell News ’ we often come across a 
man’s name with ‘ Esquire ’ tacked on to it— a signi­
ficant sign of class distinction and snobbery.

To an older member of the Council, perhaps the most 
significant change which has taken place is the disap­
pearance of class distinction. It would be wrong to say 
that it was obtrusive or 'objectionable in the old days, 
but it did exist, and it is all to the good that it exists no 
longer. The leading men to-day are no better, probably 
they are not so good, as the leading men of forty years 
ago, but the average members in education and intelli­
gence show a distinct advance.

H A N D B E L L S  B E F O R E  S E R V IC E .
At Thorington, Essex, on Sunday, September 21st, at the Church of 

St. Mary Magdalene, for matins," 720 Bob Minor: Alan R. Andrews 
(conductor) 1-2, William J. Nevard 3-4, George A. Andrews 5-6.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .
FUTURE MEETINGS IN SOUTH AND WEST DISTRICT.

A pleasant and successful meeting of the South and West District 
of the Middlesex County Association and London Diocesan Guild was 
held on Saturday, September 27th, at Heston. A beautiful afternoon 
and a free aerobatic display by members of the Royal Air Force added 
to the enjoyment and interest of those present, even' though the 
proceedings were at times practically washed put by ear-splitting 
roars as numbers of the above-mentioned gentlemen engaged in games 
of leapfrog over the Westrock Hall and nearby dwellings.

Twenty-one members and friends attended from Ealing (Christ 
Church, St. Mary’s and St. Stephen’s), Heston, Hillingdon (St. John’s), 
Ruislip and Twickenham, welcome visitors being Messrs. W- .G- Wilson 
(assistant secretary) and F. W. Garner, of Ealing, both arriving from 
tlieir depots and looking very fit and smart in khaki. Ladies present 
included Miss I .1 Hastie, o f Ealing, Miss Brenda Richardson from 
Sundridge, and Mrs. Kilby from Ruislip. |

Two sets of handbells were available, and some good (and bad) 
ringing was accomplished in Grandsire and Stedman Triples and Plain 
and Kent Treble Bob Major.

Tea was presided over by the Vicar (the Rev. G. Craggs). Grace 
was preceded By a well-struck course of Grandsire Triples.

A short business meeting followed. The Vicar was welcomed by 
the vice-president (Mr. J. A. Trollope) and suitably responded.

A  considerable discussion ensued on policy regarding future meet­
ings. A kindly offer was made by the Vicar to the local company 
and any others who could join in to allow a weekly handbell practice 
at the Vicarage; and there was a suggestion by Mr. W. H. Coles for 
a meeting at Hayes, which he thought might be arranged.

Mr. .T. Herbert was strongly of the opinion that meetings should 
be held.

In the end it was decided, in view of the coming dark evenings, to 
leave the matter in the hands of the secretary, who promised to 
co-operate if any definite suggestions should come forward.

The secretary (Mr. J. E. L. C^ckey), after extending a special 
welcome to Mr. W. G. Wilson, made the usual appeal for the pay­
ment of subscriptions, and again urged tower secretaries to keep him 
posted with the latest information, especially in such matters as names 
of those serving in H.M. Forces and any other happenings.

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the local company and 
especially to Mr. H, C. Chandler for the excellent arrangements made, 
and to Mrs. Pocock for a very enjoyable tea.

Further handbell ringing followed and an enjoyable meeting closed 
just before black-out.

 ̂- ; - . — ) 
John Taylor & Co.

LOUGHBOROUGH r
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SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
4 8  o w t. O qp. 5 lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E LLS
in sets of any number.

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES, &c.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
The various text books referred to in our leading article this week 

will be found advertised 011 the back page of this issue.
The first peal of Stedman Cinques was rung by the College Youths 

at St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields on October 6tli, 1788. The band 'included 
some of the most famous of the eighteenth century London ringers, 
among them being John Povey, Christopher Wells, John Inville, 
William Lyford, Samuel Lawrence and Thornes Blakemore. The com­
position is lost, but the number of changes, 6,204, show that it evi­
dently was a peal of 5,076 Caters applied to eleven bells, and very * 
likely one of those in the * Clavis.’ The board which records the per­
formance is now in the crypt at St. Martin’s.

William Booth, a leading Sheffield ringer and grandfather of Charles 
and Thomas Hattersley, died on October 6th, 1849.

On the same date in 1902 the first peal at Exeter Cathedral was 
rung. The bells were then a, ring of ten and the method was Grand­
sire Caters. Mr. George Williams conducted, Canon. Coleridge rang 
the tenor with the 4ielp of a strapper, Mr. Richard T. Hibbert rang 
the ninth, and the band included Mr. A. W. Brighton, Mr. C. R . ' 
Lilley, Mr. W. W. Gifford, the Rev. F. E. Robinson and the Rev.
H. A. Cockey.

The Australian tourists rang Bob Major in hand on the Indian 
Oc*ean# on Sund*fy, October 7th, 1934. It was Mr. George Martin’s 
first handbell peal, and the first double-handed peal in the Southern 
Hemisphere.

Henry Hubbard, the author of a text book on. change ringing which 
went through four editions, died on October 9th, 1881.

To-morrow is the thirty-first anniversary of the first clerical peal 
on ten bells. The method was Stedman Caters and it was rung at St. 
Mary’s, Warwick. C. D. P. Davies was the conductor.

The Society of Cumberland Youths, with George Partrick as con­
ductor, rang Holt’s Ten-Part peal of Grandsire Triples at Shoreditch 
on October 12th, 1754. This is usually said to be the first perform­
ance of this celebrated composition, but it is more than doubtful if 
it were so. *

Fifty years ago to-day nine peals were rung. Two were Grandsire 
Triples, two Grandsire Caters, two Stedman Triples, and one each of 
Bob Triples, Darlaston Triples and Canterbury Major. The Darlaston 
was the first rung in the method, which was introduced by John 
Carter and consisted of the old College Single Minor with a bell in 
the hunt. .

A  S U R F L E E T  R I N G E R S  D E A T H .
GALLANT ACTION IN SYRIA.

Some weeks ago we reported the death of L.-Cpl. Ernest T. King, 
one of the band of ringers at Surfleet, Lincolnshire. We understand 
that he was serving in the same unit as Lawrence W. Dean, the son 
of Mr. Charles Dean, for so many years the secretary of the Surrey 
Association and member of the Central Council. Rifleman Dean was 
wounded at the same time, but is progressing favourably.

T4ie action, we believe, was the one for which Acting Lt.-Col. 
Geoffrey Charles Tasker Keyes, son of Admiral of the Fleet Sir Roger 
Keyes, M.P., has been awarded the Military Cross, the storming of a 
strong fortified line on the River Litani, which the French had been 
ordered to defend ‘ to the last man and the last shell/ m

The French had blown up the bridges across the swift-flowing river 
and the Imperial troops were held up by a withering fire. Col. Keyes, 
with men of his unit, crossed the river in a boat, and although suffer­
ing a number of casualties from mortar and machine-gun fire, held 
the position on the north bank.

Ernest King and Lawrence Dean had met and knew each othet.

T H E  L O N D O N  S O C IE T I E S .
To the Editor.

Sir,—Mr Trollope’s letters are always interesting, but he has not 
advanced any reason to scrap the rule excluding from one of the old 
London societies any member who joins the other. At the present 
time it is not advisable to scrap anything which belongs to the past. 
It may be before this war is over we shall not have anything left 
but tradition. Everyone regrets the loss of the College Youths’ posses­
sions, because while you can rebuild you cannot replace. I agree 
that if it would improve ringing and friendship the rule might _be 
cut out, but would it? College Youths and Cumberlands—all receive 
a hearty welcome at each other’s meetings. We ring with each other, 
go to the dinner or luncheon, and I hope, if health and Hitler permits, 
to go this year and shall enjoy the friendliness of the College Youths 
gathering.

I admit the College Youths have a strong draw with a young 
ambitious ringer with the possibility of St. Paul’s for a peal, but by 
the look of the neighbourhood the authorities will nave to be 
thoroughly satisfied before a peat is rung there again. May I say 
here that the frfiest gesture we have seen was when St. Paul’6 ringers 
gave up their peal attempt to the country ringers.

No one wishes modern societies to build their rules on the old style 
any more than modern buildings are built like the old, though thev 
could improve on the outside of some modern ones. Those two old 
societies are the only ones to have that rule, so leave it alone.

A. H. PULLING.
Guildford.
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ST. M ARtfN’S GUILD.
JOHNSON COMMEMORATION TO BE HELD.

The quarterly meeting of the St. Martin’s Guild for the Diocese 
of Birmingham, held on Saturday last at the Parish Church, Edg- 
baston, fully justified the proposal to attempt a meeting away from 
the Guild’s headquarters, and, if possible, to arrange* a tea. The 
attendance was good, 28 sitting down to a good tea, consisting of 
meat sandwiches, all kinds of cakes, and sCigar. No one bothered to 
ask how it was done, but all thoroughly enjoyed it. It even did one 
good to see ringers gossiping in the church porch when they ought to 
be in their places in church for the service, which usually is a source 
of some little irritation to the secretary, and to the Ringing Master 
who would rather have them in the ringing chamber.

The bells were rung silent before the service, Cambridge, Stedman 
and even rounds and the cross change being practised. The Vicar 
Canon Blofeld, a vice-president of the Guild, conducted the short 
service, and in his address spoke on the subject of stimulants, remark­
ing that we all hated the Germans like .poison, and the more were 
dlled the better we liked it. That was a stimulant in the war effort 
for more tanks and munitions of all kinds; all kinds of sport were a 
a stimulant to keep up the morale of the people; alcohol was a stimu­
lant at least for a time, but we all knew if taken in excess was very 
detrimental to health and wellbeing; and so if the peace we were all 
longing and hoping for was to be just and lasting, then it would have 
to be worked for and Christian principles applied to it.

After tea. the secretary proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the 
Vicar and churchwardens, who had kindly provided the tea; to the 
ever jovial and obliging beadle, Sydney Freemantle, for having every­
thing ready, and to his good wife and helpers for arranging and 
serving tea. This was seconded by Mr. Albert Walker and carried 
with acclamation.

The Vicar responded and in the course of his remarks stated that he 
now had one son in Iceland and another a prisoner of war in Ger­
many He was pleased to see the happy spirit and fellowship which 
had brought them together, although the bells could not be rung 
open. Whilst the silent ringing had been in progress he had walked 
round the church and had distinctly heard the sound of each bell 
(which would be the sound of the stay coming in contact with the 
slider), and if tears had not come into his eyes he had felt a decided 
gulp in his thrbat.

Mr. Vice-President A. Walker presided over the short business meet­
ing. The secretary apologised for the absence from the meeting of 
Vice-President Councillor Paddon Smith, who, although present earlier 
in the afternoon, had to leave before the meeting owing to another 
engagement. He also announced an apology from Mr. W. C. Dowding, 
who sent 'best wishes to all his old friends. Two new life members 
were duly elected : Messrs. Bernard C. Ashford, of Stourbridge, and 
Walter Yeend, of Cheltenham. >

It was proposed by Mr. Fred Price, seconded by Mr. F. W. Perrens 
and agreed ‘ That the Henry Johnson Commemoration be held on 
the first Saturday in March, 1942, on similar lines to that held in 
March last.’ It was also agreed that the next meeting, being the 
annual, should be held at headquarters, the Tanuvorth Arms.

Mr. John Jaggar announced that he had recently visited Messrs. 
James George and Tom Miller and had found them very well. They 
sent kind regards to all their old friends of the Guild and would be 
pleased to see them whenever they could visit them.

The handbells were then brought out and several good touches were 
brought round, including a course of Stedman Cinques. Later a move 
was made to headquarters, where the visitors were further entertained.

G U IL D F O R D  D I O C E S A N  G U IL D .
HANDBELL RINGING FOR CHRISTMAS D A T?

A meeting of the Chertsey District of the Guildford Diocesan Guild 
was held at Chertsey on September 20th, and commenced soon after
3 p.m. with the ringing of handbells Aider the tower. The methods 
were only Grandsire and Stedman, but a good amount of practice was 
put, in until the service at 4.30 p.m., which was conducted by the 
Vicar, who afterwards accompanied the ringers to tea.

Previous to the service the Vicar inquired of Mr. J. B. Hessey, one 
of the local ringers and Ringing Master of the district, whether it 
would be possible to ring handbells at the church for matins on 
Christmas Day. I f  it is found possible to get a band together, this 
will be attempted.

The attendance at the meeting was good considering the fact that 
only handbells were possible and that handbell ringing is not much 
practised in the district. About twenty ringers put in an appearance 
during the afternoon, including visitors from Guildford, Slough and 
Haslemere. Another old friend also turned up and was welcomed in 
the person of Mr. W. Sheppard. He promised to make one for hand­
bell ringing at Chertsey on Christmas Day.

The business meeting after tea was very brief. The hon. secretary 
(Mr. F. Hawthorne) was instructed to endeavour to hold a meeting 
at Chobham on November 1st.

Mr. Simmonds (Hershaml raised a question in connection with a 
statement made by the general hon. secretary, and the district secre­
tary was instructed to look in to  the matter and report at next 
meeting.

The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the Vicar, the organist 
and all who had by their presence made the meeting a success. 
Further handbell ringing took place in the Church Room afterwards.

SUSSEX PEAL COMPETITIONS
A CHALLENGE BELL AND THE QUESTION OF PFAT POTVT« 

B y  t h e  H o n .  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  
The history of the rise and decline of the comnetitions f n r  

Challenge Bell of Sussex gives an interesting sidelight 011 a branch of 
ringing which once commanded an important place in the ««nri»tmn 
activities, and influenced in no small measure the policv o f  *!,■>
Council with regard to point scoring for the, analysis venirai

The association was founded on January 24th, 1885 m« inlv the 
instigation of Mr. George F. Attree, of Brighton, and ’a representative 
gathering of the county clergy whose churches possessed bells At 
the time only some five or six towers-in the county uractised pliam>e 
ringing, and it was for the extension of the art and belfrv reform 
that the first meeting was called. elt y retorm

In 1882 a new peal of eight had been erected at St P eW ’s 
Brighton, by Warner, replacing the three bells which had done duty 
for 50 years, and it was to this tower that Mr. Attree was attar-ho/ 
By 1885 the band was able to ring Grandsire, Kent Treble Bob Oxford 
Smgle, Plain Bob and Stedman, being with Warnham about eauallv 
advanced in the art. 4

Two years after the foundation of the association a discussion took 
place to find some means of stimulating change ringine bv conroeti 
tion, and the firm of Warner were approached on t l  L H  l f  
supplying the trophy. Tins eventually took the form of a model bell 
and was presented to the band ringing the greatest number of peals 
in each year. For the first four years country towers won the bell bv 
large numbers of peals in inamly plain methods, and bv the mi 
restricted use they were able to make of their bells ’ obtained an 
apparently unfair advantage over the town towers ’ I n  1R8R f n r  

instance, out of a total of 98 peals-rung, Warnham scored no f e w e r  
than- 33, followed by the Angmenng branch with 20, and Brighton (two 
towers) 8. Obviously something had to be done in order tTev?n out 
the chances or the town towers, winch had to consider the population, 
and were, in general, practising the more difficult methods, might 
never come witlnn reach of the trophy. ’ 5

A TABLE OF POINTS.
•In April 1889, at the annual general meeting a resolution was passed 

for the setting up of a sub-committee to make out a table nf . 
values relative to the complexity of the method rung. As a resiflt in 
May of that year the sub-committee .met in Brighton T+ 
posed as follows: F. Luxford, Arundel; C. Hill. Anemerin- 7 
Gasson, Balcombe; J. Newnham, Crawley; W. Gibson 't t
Weston, St. Peter’s, Brighton; J. Searle, St. N f c f f i  B r ie h W  T 
Hart, St. Mary’s, Eastbourne; T. M. Smith, Christ Church T w l
bourne; H. Burstow, Horsham; G. Williams’ Midhurst 
Steyning: H. H. Chandler, Wamliam; and F. W. Rice ’ Worth the 
chair being taken by Mr. G. Williams. ’ ’

In view of the results of the competition under the points valuation 
the place of meeting and the composition of the. sub-committee might 
wen have been viewed with suspicion by those unacquainted 4 t h  
the facts. The sub-committee, however, was quite fairly renresenta 
tive of the peal ringing bands then in the county, and the dace of the 
meeting an obvious one from the point of view of convenience The 
railway services radiate from the town, and it is eonalW 
from all directions. Whatever system that was decided unon for the 
allocation of points was an undoubted success in evening out the 
handicap of the town towers in one instance, for St Petor’o 
took1 the trophy for the next five years, with no near rival In tw i 
respect the sub-committee had overlooked the advantages which St 
Peter’s possessed by scoring points for complexity of method Mr 
Attree was a churchwarden and a man of considerable :
town, so could use the bells when he liked with considerable latitude 
Also, among his employes were most of the best change '
town, and thus the band was not so independent it nfV,orJ;.,o 
might have been. rwise

The competition continued on this footing until in 1RQR , r, _ , 
to be no possibility of any other tower seriously c h a l W w f i , 8T ” ! ?  
tion, and, no doubt a good deal of discontent growing ud St ’
offered not to compete the following year. In 1900 Heene’ (W orthing 
secured the bell by a margin of two points, and the question nf the 
bell not being held for two years in succession by the s a m e  „ ,1 
settled by a resolution at the annual general meeting 
1908 the competition (if it may be so called) swun? to fxrsx-grzntfss'js." '**• W AS t
he Could have the pleasure of presenting the bell to some other w » r  
than St. Peter’s and Heene. Whethlr as a re*ih  “ f  this r l f W  
pointed remark or for some other reason, Heene announced in 1007 
that although they would continue to ring peals, they would no longer 
compete for the bell, and the contests*5 settled d ^  once m o r fto  
Alternate years St. Peter s and another tower, usually Christ r w i  
Eastbourne. Heene however, did again enter the competition win 
ning the bell m 1914. and then finally withdrew. ’

The,war which followed this date did not help on the declining 
fortunes of the contest, and the trophy does not seem tn i , „ , ?  
revived until 1919, when it was won by Salehurst. een

That the point system was at fault was at length recognised in the 
next year, when a resolution was carried restricting the point* score 

(Continued on next page.) *
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A  V IL L A G E  R IN G IN G  ‘ C IR C L E .’
GUILD OF YOUNG RINGERS AT SUNDRIDGE.

To the Bditor. >
Dear Sir,—Here in Sundridge, Kent, a band of ringers has grown 

up despite the ban, and, strange to say, there has been more ringing 
ill the village and more keenness shown recently than there ever was 
before the ban or even before the outbreak of war.

In February I started teaching several bqys and girls to ring hand­
bells, and we have now formed ourselves into the Sundridge' Guild 
of Young Ringers. The members are Heather Cliatfield (11 years), 
Peter Chatfield (13 years), John Finch (12 years), Joyce Mumford 
(14 years) and my three sisters, Dorothy (15 years), Christine (12 
years) »nd Monica (15 years).

We are able to ring handbells every Sunday for about half an hour 
before the morning and evening services. Our tower is situated at 
the west end of the church so that the congregation pass under it as 
they enter the building. There is a small lancet window in the west 
wall o f the ringing room, and opposite a low door opens oy to a 
narrow ledge which is completely open to the church. Our handbells 
can, therefore, be heard Doth inside and outside the church, and 
although we do not ring any advanced methods, the ripging is very 
much appreciated.

Every week we hold a handbell meeting, practising Bob Minor, and 
recently we have tried Bob Major. We also ring rounds and call 
changes as practice for good striking.

We have taken out the clappers of the second and third, bells, and 
all the band can now handle a tower bell. Under the existing circum­
stances they cannot go further than this, but being able to vary the 
handbell practices with the tower bells serves to maintain interest, 
and provides valuable ground wofk in preparation for the time when 
they will be able to learn change ringing on tower bells, which, I  trust, 
will be very soon.

Any ringers who find themselves in the vicinity will be welcome at 
Beechcroft. on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. and on Fridays at Sundridge 
Church at the same time. We hope to continue these practices all 
through the winter. BRENDA M. RICHARDSON..

D E A T H  OF M R . A . G. D R IV E R .
We deeply regret to announce that Mr. A. G. Driver, of Belvedere, 

Kent, passed away very suddenly on September 29th and was buried 
on the following Thursday.

Mr. Driver was not a practical ringer, but he had a deep knowledge 
of the science and especially of some branches in which he specialised. 
Few, if any, knew as much as he did about the composition of Minor 
methods, both as extents of separate methods and as extents of many 
methods spliced together. He also made investigations into the com­
position of Surprise Major methods and Spliced Surprise Major peals. 
In the past he was a fairly frequent contributor to our columns.

D U D L E Y  A N D  D I S T R IC T  G U IL D .
A HINT TO ..MEMBERS IN ARREARS.

The quarterly meeting of the Dudley and District Guild was held 
jointly with the Northern Bwnch of the Worcestershire Association 
at Clent and was very well attended. The ringers made good use of 
the ! silent ’ tower bells, which were at the disposal of the members 
from 3 p.m., touches in various methtjds being rung as well as rounds 
for a few learners. Tea was served in the Parish Hall and afterwards 
a brief business meeting was held, over which Mr. C. H. Woodberry 
presided.

It was decided to include in this report a request that the secret 
taries of the towers which have not paid their subscriptions should 
get in touch with their memburs and see what they can do to get 
them sent to the hon. secretary.

It was proposed to hold the next meeting at Sedgley in December, 
subject to the usual permission being given. Failing Sedgley, Bilston 
was suggested as an alternative.

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded the ladies who so kindly 
prepared and served the excellent tea, also to Mr. W. Short for having 
the bells in such good going order and making all the arrangements 
for meetings and tea. , _____________________ ___________________

SU SSEX PEAL COMPETITIONS
(Continued from previous page.) 

to one for any method. The reform was too late. Enthusiasm 
was not to be revived, and in 1921 the bell was won for the last time 
by St. Peter’s. Two years later it was decided finally to end the 
contest and offer the bell to Brighton Museum, but unfortunately the 
museum was no more anxious to acquire it than the association was 
to hold it, so the relic remains, unhonoured and almost forgotten in 
the tower which won it so often.

Lastlv, a word about the trophy may not be out of place. It has 
been described as ‘ a small model bell,’ “which is true so far as it goes. 
The bell itself is actually of quite massive proportions, some 13 inches 
diameter, mounted in a wood frame, with wheel, fittings and rope, 
with few pretensions to correct scale. The whole weighs probably 
half a hundredweight, and is calculated to prove more of a source of 
embarrassment than one of pride to any band confronted with this 
formidable piece of ironmongery and the problem of it* transportation.

D A R L A S T O N  B O B  T R IP L E S .
THE JUBILEE OF A METHOD.

Fifty years ago to-day, namely, on Saturday, October 10th, 1891, 
John Carter called at Darlaston in Staffordshire the first peal in a 
seven-bell method, which lie named Darlaston Bob Triple/

1234567 Bob
3564721

2143576 3657412
2415367 6375142 
4251376 • 6731524
4523167 -----------
5432617 7613542
5346271 7165324 
3564721
3657412 Single
6375142 3564721
6731524 3657412
7613254 6375142
7162345 6731524 
1726354
1273645 # 7613524

A few peals have been rung since, here and there, but, apart from 
Grandsire and Stedman, Triples ringing has received little attention 
of late years, and even such good methods as Oxford Bob and Court 
Bob are seldom practised.

Darlaston is not so good as those are, but if ever there is a demand 
for simple seven bell methods it might serve a purpose.

It is not given in the * Collection of Triples Methods,’ published 
by the Central Council, for it has not got the correct Bob Major Lead 
Ends and is not, strictly speaking, a regular method. The defect, 
however, is not of any great consequence, since Bob Major Lead Ends 
have not the same value for seven-bell methods as they have for eight 
or even'six-bell methods.

As given, the plain course is the old College Single Minor with a 
bell in the hunt.

As a composition there are several interesting things about the 
method. The single John Carter used, as shown above, can only be 
used with,peals on the 3-lead-coi0"se plan similar to the Bob and 
Single peals of Grandsire. In those peals the real plain course is the 
B block, when the method is College Single Triples with a treble and 
six working bells. If the bob in that* course is made by moving fifth’s 
to third’s at the lead end the methjd becomes Oxford Bob, with plain 
lead for bobbed lead and vice versa.

In peals of Darlaston other than those in the 3-lead-course plan it 
is necessary to have in-course singles in which the bells in 4-5 and 6-7 
lie still.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .
ELECTION OF TONBRIDGE DISTRICT OFFICERS.

The annual meeting of the Tonbridge District of the Kent County 
Association was held at Tonbridge on Saturday and was attended by 
over 30 members from the following towers T Brasted, Leigh, East 
Peckham, Penshurst, Tonbridge, Tunbridge Wells, Sevenoaks, Ship- 
bourne and Sundridge, with T. E. Sone, Paddock Wood, and Mr. and 
Mrs. F. Housden from St. John’s, Leytonstone.

A short service was held and a most interesting address was given 
by the Vicar, who extended a very hearty welcome to the ringers. 
He said he was going to call them ‘ the silent party,’ but he could 
not do that after the way they had sung the last hymn.

A collection was taken after the service for the association’s 
Benevolent Fund and amounted to 7s. 4d.

Tea was served at the Carlton Cafe, after which the business meet­
ing was held. The Vicar, being unable to stay to the meeting, wished 
the Tonbridge District ‘ good luck ’ and said, ‘ Come again. ‘

Mr. W. Latter was then voted to the chair.
In connection with the elwtion of the district officers, Mr. T. 

Saunders was asked if he would carry on as district secretary if he 
was elected. To this he agreed and the motion was carried unani­
mously.

Mr. J. Medhurst and Mr. W. Batten were elected as district repre­
sentatives on the committee and Mr. E. Ladd as Ringing Master.

Four new members were elected from Sundridge, which brings a 
fresh tower to the district and the association.

Tunbridge Wells was selected for the next meeting place, where 
eight ‘ silent ’ bejls will be available.

Votes of thanks were proposed to the Vicar for his most interesting 
address, to the organist, and to Mr. J. Medhurst for making all the 
arrangements.

During the afternoon and after the meeting some members enjoyed 
ringing touches on handbells.

CHURCH BELLS AND HUMAN LIFE.—We need not be surprised 
at the affection for bells and their music, for not only do th'ey summon 
all—as well the denizens of the crowded city as the scattered in­
habitants of the rural hamlet—to the House of Prayer; iftt only are 
they heralds of the Festivals of the Church’s year with their joyous 
and heart-stirring music, but they are also connected with every 
marked epoch of human life; the birth in some instances, the marriage 
in more, the death in all, are marked by the joyorus peal or the solemn 
toll of our church belli.—Thomas North.
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THE COLLEGE YOUTHS IN 1869.
A VISIT TO ST. SAVIOUR’S, SOUTHWARK.

. Here is a further extract from the article in ‘ All the Year Round,’ 
of which we have already given portions::—

We descend to the floor below, where we find ten ringers ready. A 
glance round from the conductor, who with his two assistants rings 
the tenor; ‘ go ’ ; and they start. The tower rocks, the bells clash, 
tenor booms at appointed intervals. After some little time one gets 
used to the noise, which is not so great as might be expected, and 
begins to pick out the rhythm of the chime. The ringers all have 
an earnest fixed expression; attention is written on every face. Occa­
sionally a slight wandering look betokens that the ringer is a little 
vague as to his place in the change, but he soon seems to pick it up 
and come right again. The work is severe, especially on the arms 
and muscles of the back, but it is done with an ease derived from long 
practice. The rope is pulled down at the sally, and falls to a loop 
on the floor; as it begins to fly up again the ringer checks it, the bell 
is balanced against a wooden stay .that prevents its falling over, and 
the clapper falls; then he lets it run up, round goes the wheel above 
and with it the bell, and presently the bell’s mouth comes up on the 
other side, and the clapper sounds again. It is a delicate operation, 
checking tht^bell on the poise; if done too late, the bell breaks away 
the restraining stay, the rope flies up and probably disappears through 
the hole in the ceiling, drawn up round the revolving wheel, and 
disgrace is the portion of that youth. Disgrace and pecuniary penalty 
for a fine is inflicted for a broken stay.

We are informed that a touch is being rung, and find on enquiry 
that anything short of a peal is called a touch. In a touch the 
changes are simply rung according to the recognised forms, and when 
the order of bells comes round to that of the first round, the touch 
6tops. Comparatively few changes can be rung in this way, but 
there are many ways of introducing a fresh change, by which the 
ringers, instead of pursuing and completing the system in which they 
began, take up some other aombination of bells. The signal for such 
a change is given by the conductor, who calls 1 Bob ’ or ‘ Single ’ 
upon which the desired change is made and the touch lengthened. 
The conductor must necessarily have the whole science of change ring­
ing at his fingers’ ends, and must know exactly how to work his bells. 
Bobs or singles in the wrong place would upset the whole arrange­
ment, and the bells would get so clubbed that they would probably 
never get round to their proper order again; and as no good ringer 
ever thinks of leaving oft until that state of things occurs, it is 
difficult to imagine what would happen. A peal consists of not less 
than five thousand changes, though many more can be rung, and the 
arranger of a given combination is said to have composed or invented 
it. He may or may not conduct and call the changes; if he does not 
the conductor has to learn the peal, of course.

Until the time of one Fabian Stedman, who flourished as printer 
and bellringer at Cambridge about sixteen hundred and eighty, change 
ringing was in its infancy. Stedman greatly extended, and indeed 
revolutionised, the art, and his system, though far more complicated 
anrf intricate than the old method, is generally adopted by practised 
ringers. The old style is called the Grandsire method, whether frojn 
its antiquity or no does not appear, and is tolerably simple. On eight 
bells, under either system, the ordinary changes are five thousand 
and forty, but/ Stedman arrives at this result by much the more 
tortuous path. 'Although it is easy enough to see that the peal is 
made by altering at stated and understood intervals, the order in 
which the bells follow each other, and that these alterations are 
ruled by fixed laws, it is impossible to understand the scientific prin­
ciples of change ringing without practical teaching and illustration— 
as impossible as it would be to attempt to explain in the same way 
the science of music. Enormous handbooks on the subject exist, it 
is true, but thp endless rows of figure with which they are filled are, 
to the novice, bewildering in the extreme. Patient application and 
constant practice are tl\e only means by which safe and steady change 
ringers are made. Besides the difficult task of learning to follow the 
windings of a peal, the technical terms are many and curious. We 
are told in explanation of some of them, that Doubles are rung on 
six bells, Triples on eight, Caters (or Cators—there seems to be some 
doubt about the spelling) on ten and Cinques on twelve.

The touch comes to an end. Two of the ringers leave their ropes 
and two novices take their places. Two older ringers stand behind 
them to prompt and keep them straight ; but the conductor, who this 
time has left the weighty tenor and taken a bell easier to handle, 
lias his work cut out for him, and may be heard occasionally admonish­
ing the neophytes in gruff tones.

Half a dozen boys have found their way up into the tower, and gaze 
at the performers with eager eves, probably looking forward to the 
happv davs when they too will be ringers. The audience has also 
gradually increased by the advent, of stray Collegians until the room 
is now pretty full.

We find that change ringing is not without its dangers. We are 
told of a man who the other day in a country church caught his foot 
in the loop made by the falling rope and was presently taken up by 
it and pitched across the room ; we hear awful whispers of another 
victim who was caught by the neck and hung by his bell; but the 
date and place of this latter tragedy are not forthcoming. It is, 
however, a legend much in favour among frequenters of steeples, 
partly perhaps because of a wild statement witn which it concludes 

(Continued in next column.)

N O R W I C H  D I O C E S A N  A S S O C I A T I O N .
MEETING AT DISS.

At the meeting (*f the Norwich Diocesan Association, held at Diss 
on Saturday, September 27th, Plain Bob, Double Norwich, Superlative, 
etc., were rung during the afternoon on the fine eight with clappers 
tied, while handbells were rung in the church.

The new Rector (the Rev. J. A. Appleton) and the Rev. A. G. G. 
Thurlow (general secretary of the association) shared the conducting 
of the service, the Rector preaching the sermon. A good tea, with 
lots of jam, followed at the Coffee Tavern, and afterwards the business 
meeting, presided over by the chairman of tlie South Norfolk Branch, 
Mr. W. L. Duffield. Owing to present conditions, this was looked on 
as both a general and a branch meeting, so the chairman had to 
splice twosets of agendas together, and tne meeting liad to hear two 
sets of minutes. Correspondence included an interesting letter from 
the late general secretary, Mr. Nolan Golden, now in the R.A.F.

The Rev. A. St. J. Heard, late Rector of Bergh Apton, could not 
be present, but Bergh Apton was nevertheless well represented. Other 
towers represented were Attleborough, Botisdale, Dickleburgh, Forn- 
cett, Garboldisham, Hitchin, Mulbarton, Norwich, Palgrave, Shel- 
fanger, Long Stratton, Winfarthing and Wymondham, and of course, 
Diss. It was decided that the next meeting should be held at Norwicti 
011 Saturday, January 10th, 1942. The new Rector of Diss was elected 
an honorary member.

Votes of thanks were passed to the Rector for the use of the bells 
and for giving the address at the service; to the organist, Mr. Mar­
shall; to the verjger, Mr. W. H. Harrison; to the branch secretary, Mr. 
Albert G. Harrison, for the energetic way in which lie had tackled 
war-time difficulties to produce such a good meeting; and to the branch 
chairman, Mr. W. L. Duffield. Further ringing on tower and hand­
bells brought a very successful and well-attended meeting to a close.

Handbell ringing is being done for service on Sundays at Diss, and 
has just been started for Sunday services at’ St. Peter Mancroft, 
Norwich, to- which visitors are welcomed. Visitors are also welcomed 
at 52, The Close, by the Rev. A. G. G. Tluulow, general secretary of 
the association.

P E A L S  IN  T H E  O X F O R D  D IOCESE.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I am compiling, with the sponsorship of the Oxford 
Diocesan Guild, an inventory of the bells of the diocese, including an 
analysis of all peals known to have been rung in the various towers. 
May I, through your columns, make an appeal to the secretaries and 
officials of other guilds and associations to supply me, of their charity, 
with details of any peals rung in the counties of Oxon, Berks and 
Bucks by their respective associations? I need only the date, tower 
and method in each case.

When completed this inventory will contain details of all the rings 
of* five bells and upwards in the three counties, in addition to a list 
of the peals rung on them, and after publication it will be available 
to anyons who wishes for a copy, at a reasonable price.
Chearsley Vicarage, Aylesbury, Bucks. C. ELLIOT WIGG.

T H E  L A T E  M R  L. G R E E N .
To the Editor.

Dear ’ Sir,—Seeing in a recent issue of ‘ The Ringing World ’ a 
paragraph noting the death of "Mr. L. Green, of Green Point, Capo 
Town, South Africa, I would like to state that it was through Mr. 
Green’s endeavours that the only peal ever rung in South Africa was 
accomplished at Woodstock, Cape Town. Mr. Green came to live at 
Caversham in 1907 to give a delicate child a chance to grow up, and 
returned to ■South Africa in 1910 or 1911. During his stay at Caver­
sham he rang about 30 peals, comprising Grandsire and Stedman 
Triples, Plain Bob, Double Norwich, Kent Treble Bob and Cambridge 
Surprise Major. These peals were rung for the St. Peters Societv, 
the Oxford Guild and the Ancient Society of College Youths, he having 
become a member of the A.S.C.Y. before he left London’ for South 
Africa. He was a good striker and a good companion.

R. T. HIBBERT.

M R. R O B E R T  B R U N D L E S  T H A N K S
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—On arriving home from a few days’ holiday in the 
country, I found my ‘ Ringing World,’ September 26th and October 
3rd, with numerous letters ;uid greetings frqm manv brother ringers 
and friends from far and near with kind congratulations on my 90th 
birthday. Will they kindly accept this intimation for the present, as 
I hope to reply to all individually in the near future? Thanking all 
for their kindness and good wishes. R. H. BRUNDLE.

(Continued from previous column’.) 
that government claimed but without success the manslaughtering 
bell. Excoriated hands are very common and violent jerks and strains 
not unknown; but on the whole it seems safe enough.

The second touch being brought to a harmonious conclusion, the 
two smallest bells hitherto#dle are brought into plav, and a third 
and last touch is rung with great spirit. Then we file down the cork­
screw stairs, not without an uncomfortable feeling that if we were 
to slip or stumble an avalanche of College Youths is behind certain 

to be precipitated on to our prostrate body. , »
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
V A R IA T IO N .

The new book on Surprise Major Methods contains a 
short chapter on variation. A good deal of what Is said 
in it we have referred to in these articles, but it may be 
well to give the chapter as it stands so that our readers 
may see, and (if they think fit) criticise, the line taken 
in the book.

No method (whether we consider it as a means of 
ringing church bells or as the mathematical production 
of rows) stands by itself alone; it is related to other 
methods in many ways. The Exercise has been slow to 
recognise this. A composer likes to think that the 
figures he has written cfown are original and his very' 
own; and both when they are dealing with the composi­
tion of a method and at practice in the belfry ringers 
seldom realise that the problems of ringing are much the 
same in all methods. Shipway tried to reduce methods 
to a system. Every Plain method in his book has its 
odd and even bell variation, and each of them is sub­
divided into single, reverse, and double variations. Up 
to a point that was a good thing, but not altogether so, 
for it stabilised and limited the idea. Men did recognise 
that there were variations, but they assumed that any­
thing outside the single reverse and double versions 
wiis not a variation. They admitted that Single Nor­
wich Court was a variation of Double Norwich Court, 
but Double Oxford Bob they treated as an independent 
and original method. Yet, actually, both in its construc­
tion and in its practice, Double Oxford is an even closer 
variation of Double Norwich than Single Norwich is.

The Surprise Major Collection contains many methods 
which ̂ are variations of each other. As the ways in 
which they are related differ, the variations could not 
well be grouped together, and i t 1 has not been thought 
necessary or advisable to give the same name to methods 
which happen to be (say) the reverse of each other.

Many variations are not given because they can be 
got readily from the figures given in the book by more 
or less mechanical processes.

Every method has two variations; one with second’s 
place at the lead end, the other with eighth’s place. Some 
of these variations are of no practical value, for they 
either bring the bells round at the first lead end (&.g. 
Bristol with second’s), or they have a bell lying still for 
more than two blows in one position (e.g. London with 
eighth’s place). The actual rows are the same in both 
variations, but the lead-ends come in a different order. 
The liability to falseness is exactly the same, and the 
False Course Ends are the same, but the incidence of the 
falseness is different. Often one of the two variations is 
distinctly superior to the other, for one may produce 
excessive dodging and stagnation (cf. Norfolk and Im­
perial) or one may produce too little dodging (cf. Cam­
bridge and Primrose). Sometimes there is little to choose.

Where the working bells are in the same coursing order 
at the half-lead-end as at the lead-end, the method has 
two variationsone with first’s, the other with seventh’s 
(cf. Bristol and Premier). The same is true in a few 
instances where the working bells are in a different 
coursing order at lead-en<4 and half-lead-ends. The con­
ditions and practical limitations stated in the last para­
graph apply equally to these variations.

In many methods, sixth’s plac£ is made at the second 
cross-section and seventh’s at the half-lead-end. When 
the same three bells are In 6-7-8  in the first instance and 
in 5-6-7  in the second, eighth’s place may be substituted

for sixth’s at the cross-section and fifth’s for seventh’s 
at the half-lead-end. Usually this improves the method 
by reducing excessive dodging in ■ 7 -8 ; but sometimes it 
results in a bell lying still for more than two blows be­
hind, and it may remove the method from the Surprise 
class. The alteration has no effect on the False Course 
Ends,' and the incidence of the falseness is the same. An 
example of this style of variation was given in ‘ The 
Ringing World ’ of April 18th last.

Wiltshire S. Pembroke S.
1 2 3 4 ^ 6 7 8  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
2 1 3 5 4 7 6 8  ' 2 1 3 5 4 7 6 8„
1 2 5 3 7 4 8 6  1 2 5 3 7 4 8  6
2 1 5  7 3 8 4 6  2 1 5 7 3 8 4 6

2 5 1 3 7 8 6 4  2 5 1 3 7 8 6 4
5 2 3 1 8 7 4 6  5 2 3 1 8 7 4 6
2 5 1 3 8 7 6 4  2 5 1 3 8 7 6 4
5 2 3 1 7 8 4 6  5 2 3 1 7 8 4 6

2 5 3 7 1 4 8 6  2 5 3 7 1 4 8 6
2 3 5 7 4 1 6 8  2 3 5 7 4 1 6 8
3 2 7 5 1 4 8 6  3 2 7 5 1 4 8  6
3 7 2 5 4  1 6 8  3 7 2 5 4  1 6 8

7 3 5 2 4 6 1 8  7 3 5 2 4 6 1 8
3 7 2 5 6 4 8 1  7 5 3 4 2 6 8 1
3 2 7 6 5 4 1 8  5 7 4 3 6 2  1 8
2 3 6 7 4 5 8  1 5 4 7 6 3 2 8  1

3 2 * 7 6 5 4 8 1  4 5 6 7  2 3  8 1
2 3 6 7 4 5 1 8  4 6 5 2 7 3 1 8
2 6 3 4 7 5 8 1  6 4 2 5 3 7 8 1
6 2 4 3 5 7 1 8  6 2 4 3 5 7 1 8

2 6 3 4 5 1 7 8  2 6 3 4 5 1 7 8
2 3 &4  1 5 8 7 2 3 6 4 1 5 8 7
3 2 4 6 5 1 7 8  3 2 4 6 5 1 7 8
3 4 2 6 1 5 8 7  3 4 2 6 1 5 8 7

4 3 2 1 6 8 5 7  4 3 2 1 6 8 5 7
3 4 1 2 8 6 7 5  3 4 1 2 8 6 7 5
4 3 2 1 8 6 5 7  4 3 2 1 8 6 5 7
3 4 1 2 6 8 7 5  3 4 1 2 6 8 7 5

3 1 4 6 2 8 5 7  3 1 4 6 2 8 5 7
1 3 4 2 6 5 8 7  1 3 4 2 6 5 8 7
3 1 2 4 5 6 7 8  3 1 2 4 5 6 7 8
1 3 2 5 4 7 6 8  1 3 2 5 4 7 6 8

1 3 5 2 7 4 8 6  1 3 5 2 7 4 8 6
When seventh’s place is made at the half-lead-end and 

backstroke first’s and sixth’s are made in the fourth sec­
tion, handstroke first’s and sixth’s (twice) may be sub­
stituted for the latter giving sometimes a more difficult 
method. The lead ends, False Course Ends, and the in­
cidence of the falseness are the same in both variations.

Yoxford and Londonthorpe (both of which have been 
rung to peals) are examples of this kind of variation, 
and we give another example. Wiltshire and Pembroke 
are both good methods with plenty of varied and difficult 
work. The bells always come up behind in the natural 
coursing order and the methods will produce reasonably 
good music, but the natural coursing order is not well 
maintained in the interior of the lead. There is but one 
False Course End B 24365 with the incidence at 4-3 , 5 -4 , 
and 1-7 . Cambridge can be varied in this manner.
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NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading- is at the rate of 3d, per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  
M ONDAY.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d it o r ia l  
O f f ic e  o f  ‘  T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g , Su r r e y .

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U T H S.—  
The next meeting will be held at the Bell Foundry, White­
chapel, on Saturday, October n th , at 3 p.m. A luncheon 
to commemorate the 304th anniversary will be held on 
Saturday, November 8th. Further details will be given at a 
later date.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, 1, Evers- 
fielci Road, Reigate, Surrey.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. —  Northern Division.— A 
meeting will be held at Braintree dn Saturday, October 
11th. Handbells available from 2 .30 . Service 4.30  p.m., 
followed by tea and business meeting. Please come and 
make this meeting a real success. A good bus service 
from all parts.— Hilda G. Snowden, Hon. Dis. Sec., 3 , 
Belle Vue, Hedingham Road, Halstead, Essex.

BATH AND W ELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 
— Crewkerne Deanery Branch.— A meeting will be held 
at Ilminster on October 11th. Handbells and tower bells 
(silent) available from 3 .15 . Owing to rationing difficul­
ties the usual tea cannot be arranged. Bring your own 
food; a cup of tea will be provided for those who send 
names to D. G. Taylor, Braeside, Ilminster.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Hinckley 
District.— The next silent ringing meeting will be at 
Barwell on Saturday, October 11th. Bells 4 .30-7 .30 . No 
tea. Handbells, etc.— W . A. W ood, Dis. Sec.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Monk Bretton on Saturday, Oc­
tober 11th. Handbells available Church Hall at 3 p.m. 
All will be welcome.— D. Smith, Hon. Sec., 28 , Chapel 
Street, Shafton, near Barnslev, Yorks.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ' ASSOCIATION.— Burton 
District.— The autumn meeting of this district will be 
held at St. Paul’s, Burton, on Saturday, October Uth. 
Handbells in tower at 3 p.m' Service at 3 .30 . Tea at
4 p.m. Business meeting at 5 p.m. in tower. Special 
business, so may we have a good attendance? Derby 
district members especially invited.— J. W . Cotton, 
Overseal.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— The monthly meeting 
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 11th, at the Haymarket 
Hotel. Handbells from 3 p.m. Tea and^meeting to 
follow, 4.15  p.m. St. John’s also available*—A. Tyler, 
Hon. Sec.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Rochdale Branch. 
— All members and friends are invited to attend a ring­
ing practice and meeting to be held at Friezland on

Saturday, Oct. 18th. Tower bells, with ringing appara­
tus, will be available from 3 p.m. Don’t miss this treat. 
Bus or train to Greenfield Station. —  Ivan Kay, Hon. 
Sec.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.— Daventry 
Branch.— A meeting will be held at Daventry, Saturday, 
Oct. 18th. Handbell ringing. W ill those requiring tea 
please notify me by Tuesday, Oct. 14th?— W . C. Moore, 
5 , Williams Terrace, Daventry. Northants.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Lewisham Dis­
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at the 
Church of the Amjjjnciation, Chislehurst, on Saturday, 
October 25th. Tower open for handbell ringing from 
3 p.m. Service at 3 .45 . p.m., followed by tea and busi­
ness meeting. Tea, by kind invitation of the Vicar (Rev. 
Canon R. S. Greaves) only for those who send their 
names to Mr. T. Groombydge, 35 , Albany Road, Chisle­
hurst, not later than Tuesday, October 21st. Business 
includes election of officers.— A. G. Hill, Hon. Dis. Sec.

SLTRREY ASSOCIATION.— North-Western District. 
— A meeting will be held at Ewell on Saturday, Oct. 
25th, at which nominations for district officers for 1942 
will be received. Full details next week. —  G. W .  
Massey, Hon. Dis. Sec., 173, Coverts Road, Claygate.

O XFO R D  UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.— Any ringers 
who may be coming up next term are asked to communi­
cate with J. E. Spice (Master) at New College, or W . L. 
B? Leese (secretary) at St. John’s.

W INCH ESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN  
GUILD.^-Isle of Wight District.— The secretary of this 
district is now Mrs. C. Guy, Merrie Meade, Watergate 
Road, Newport, Isle of Wight.

S I T U A T I O N  V A C A N T .
SECOND GARDENER wanted, change ringer; cot­

tage with electric light, etc.— E. C. Lambert, Church 
Cottages, Cosgrove, Bletchley, Bucks.

R O U N D  B L O C K S  A N D  T R A N S P O S I T I O N S .
OXFORD AND KENT TREBLE BOB.

To the Editor.
Sir,—In the table of coursing order I sent you four months ago 

Kent Treble Bob Major was fourth from the top, Oxford Treble 
Bob Major was thirtieth from the top. From this fa it you ought to 
have realised there was a big difference between the two methods, in 
spit^i of the fact that the constructional moves are almost but not 
quite identical, as there are ten moves in ‘ Kent,’ but only eight in
4 Oxford.’ GEORGE BAKER.

2, North Street Quadrant, Brighton.
To prove his contentions, Mr. Baker has sent us a great mass of 

figures. They are too voluminous to print.—Editor ‘ Ringing World.’

noiiopE’s ' COLLEGE YOUTHS9
A  History of the Society

5/6 (post free) from

‘ THE RINGING WORLD’ s S  r ° re y . ROAD

G. & F. COPE &  CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FO R  N E W  C L O C K S , C H IM E  A D D IT IO N S , R EP A IR 8 
OR R E P A IN TIN G  O F  D IA LS .
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  iP R E E ^  — I 

f r o m  t h e  
R e v . E . S . P O W E L L , S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

». d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bdl Treble

Dominated Method*) .................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b )..................  ,.. ..........................................  ,  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the^bove collection*
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE W ITH S.P.A.B..............................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ................................................................................................  11
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandeire Triples ........... 3

Cambridge Surprise Major ..................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ..................  2

HINTS TO INSTBUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ..................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................... 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) .................  ...................................................................... .. 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ BOPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; ISO pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

1 GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd. - second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,' ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ W SD U A N ,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
en 5 to 11 bell*, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 

1 ntE B LE  BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
* SURPRISE METHODS.’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. 0 . D. P. 

Darias, M.A., F.E.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 186 pages.

AH post free, on seoeipt of postal order, from 
Mlsa MARGARET E, SNOWDON  
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U I v e r s t  o n , L a n c e

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
* GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M . Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7jd . each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
at a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Graadstre, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Pries:—  Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(t  csyiss for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (8 copies for 6 /-).
OtatahiaMe o n %  p eat fre e  fr o m  Rev.1 E. S . POWKIA* 

S ta v e rto n  V lo ara^ e , neap Dmven t f y .

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED P M  EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
Eat. 18X 0  ’ To*. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raes y o u r  Bell R opes now , b e fo re  prtoes In crease , 
p r e -w a r  q u a lity , and send u s y o u r  old  Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst n o t in use .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U P F L E R 9

Suitable for Presentation or
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IHKSTAKD &  is  Solid Silver

Diameter 2ita Siin, 8tfa. 3iin. <in. 4Jin. Sin. SHn 
Prioe 18/S  Z2|8 28<6 3 3 IB 4 2 /-  5 2 /6  * 7 /6  7 8 ,6

The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optioian
Telephone 276 * W O K I N G

SMITH of DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of m any famous clocks, in­
cluding S t. Paul’s Cathedral, I  ondon, 

and throughout the world.

John S m ith  & S on s, M idland Cloofc W ork s, 
D erby. Ltd.

H ead Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T e l. No. D E R B Y  4 5 6 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the \Voodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Bolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildings, London, E.0.4.
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TWO LOSSES.
W e record to-day a brief summary of the careers of 

two men who, we regret, have quite recently passed 
from among us— two men whose services to the Exercise 
have been on completely different lines, but to both of 
whom much is due. James Hunt was the practical 
ringer who, through a long life, devoted much of his 
time to instructing others, and furthering the improve­
ment of rings of bells by advice born of a lengthy ex­
perience, not only in the belfry but in a bell foundry. 
A. G. Driver’s'services, to ringing were in a different 
category. He had never become a practical ringer but 
had devoted his talents to composition, particularly in 
the difficult field of method splicing. Through every 
generation, the Exercise has had the benefit of the brains 
of clever men in solving some of its problems, or ex­
panding its knowledge, but with the possible-exception of 

-JW. H. Thompson, whose exploration of Grandsire 
Triples nearly sixty years ago finally proved that a peal 
of Triples could not be obtained without the use of 
singles, no non-ringer has contributed so much to the 
advancement as Mr. Driver.

Attracted by the mathematical field offered by our art, 
Mr. Driver not only worked on the production of Sur­
prise methods and peals on eight bells, but turned his 
attention to the complex problem of splicing Minor 
methods into true extents, and it was largely due to his 
efforts that the present record of a hundred or more 
methods was brought within the limits of seven true 
720 ’s. He was painstaking in all he did, and at one­
time was helping first one band and then another to raise 
the number of methods rung. Through it all he had but 
restricted opportunities for this kind of work, for his 
employment kept him from home often during very late 
hours. Figures, however, became a Fascination with 
him, as they have become with many others, but com­
paratively few have turned them to so much advantage. 
The fact that he was never a practical ringer made his 
interest in the mathematics of ringing all the more re­
markable, but it took possession of him to such an extent 
that it became his one and only hobby, if we except his 
experiments in the production of a ringing machine.

James Hunt, as we have said, served the Exercise in 
a totally , different direction; indeed he served it in 
many ways, not least of which had been his constant 
readiness to instil the art of ringing into beginners. In 
Guildford, London, and afterwards in Somerset, Mr. 
Hunt spent much of his spare time in teaching. Particu­
larly in Somerset he rendered great service to the Dio­
cesan Association by acting for over twenty years as 

(Continued on page 494.)

GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON Ltd-
CROYDON

Founders of the 
H EA V IEST BELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

in
C A N A D A  

S. A F R I C A  
N E W  Z E A L A N D

Telephone * 
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120 1
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most important Clocks 

In the World.
CL9CK S REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

’THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h l C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGERS BADGE,
Supplied as 5tud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration.

get. H A L L  M ARKED G O L D  . .  45/- 
. H A L L  M A RKE D  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 

G IL T  OR W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/- 
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

Exact size

GEO. STAGEY, ENGRAVER,
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

M E T H O D  S P L IC IN G
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
‘ METHOD SPLICIN G ,’ price 1/3 (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing World ' Office, 
LOW ER PYRFORD ROAD, W OKINQ.'

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL, .
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERM ONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Ihirban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

Ringing Master of Taunton Deanery Branch. His prac­
tical experience gained in a London bell foundry, as well 
as his knowledge won at the end of a bell rope, made 
him invaluable as an adviser on bell restorations, arid in 
this capacity he served on the Advisory Committee of the 
Bath and Wells Diocese and the Towers and Belfries 
Committee of the Central Council. There was some­
thing about James Hunt, which endeared him to all who 
knew him intimately. The Central" Council meetings 
were the fresher for his genial presence and for his 
speeches. Not that everyone always agreed with all he 
said, but of the sincerity of the opinions which he ex­
pressed no one had the least doubt. He was a man 
without the slightest malice in thought or deed, and we 
have known him to be- the first to congratulate an op­
ponent who had beaten him on a vote after a debate. 
Men like James Hunt are the salt of the Exercise, they 
can ill be spared, but Time is inexorable; they pass 
across the stage and make their exits. W e miss them 
and hope that the Fates will provide worthy successors 
— and yet wonder, whence they are to come. Driver and 
Hunt, each has made a name which will always find a 
place in the history of ringing in the first half of the 
twentieth century. Each in his own sphere served the» 
Exercise truly and well, and we mourn their deaths.

HANDBELL PEAL.
CHISLEHURST, KENT.

THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, October 11, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-Five Minutes,

At  35, A lbany R oad ,
A P E A L  O F  B O B  M A J O R , SOM C H A N G E S ]

H e r b e r t  A. H o l d e n ............. ' 1-2 I G e o r g e  H , C r o s s  ...............  5-6
T homas G room bridge , jo n . 3-4 | T homas G room bridgb , sen . 7-8 
Composed by C. H . M a r t in . Conducted by T. G roombridge , jd n .

Arranged as a birthday compliment to T. Groombridge, sen., who 
celebrated his 74th two days previously, and received the congratula­
tions and good wishes of the band for ‘ more to follow.’ H. A. 
Holden’s (first attempt ‘ in hand.’

A  Q U A R T E R - P E A L  O F  BOB M A J O R .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I enclose a quarter-peal of Bob Major which may be of 
interest to some of the handbell bands now practising the method.

In constructing it I had simplicity rather than musical quality fore­
most in mind, but I think a glance will show it exhibits a little of 
both properties. There are five courses with 5.6 at home, one course 
in the tittums and the 2nd is only once above 4th’s place at 4 course 
end. -

I expect the figures have been obtained by others before Uow, but 
I should like to bring them to the notice of those who, like myself, 
are in the elementary stages of handbell ringing.

K. ARTHUR.
' 1,280 . ;

23456 W B M H >

64523 3
52643 — —
65243 —

• 62543 S
56243 —
45263 —
32456 — — —
43256 —
42356 S
34256 —
23456 —
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BELLS AS LUXURIES.
RINGERS MUST BE PREPARED.

To the Editor
Dear Sir,—Mr. Bunce has certainly made a point that bells are 

luxuries. Any sensible person will agree that they are not a necessity, 
or organs either, but why stop there when the same sensible person 
will also agree that churches, as we know them, are also a luxury.

Any doubt on this issue can soon be settled by a very brief run 
over the history of the Christian Church. Back kitchens, outhouses, 
barns or any skelter from the elements (and the eyes of would-be 
persecutors) served the purpose. It might also be found that the 
spirit of Christianity was tnen more virile than now, at least, no 
sensible person will fail to agree that the Church was getting a grip 
in those dajfs despite highly organised opposition, whereas to-day, 
when Sunday opening of cinemas is under discussion, the big question 
is, ‘ Is the Church losing its grip?’

Now to carry our luxury argument a bit farther, we are agreed 
, that bells are a luxury, so, I think we will also agree, are Pullman 

coaches and other modern railway innovations. The powers that be 
have takSn these over for the duration, and while I am no business 
expert, I do think that I read at the time that railway shares jumped 
at the news.

It is just possible that this same attitude will be adopted to luxuries 
in the railway world, that the companies will be required to replace 
their luxuries themselves, after they have been worn out or destroyed 
by enemy action, and that our usually astute investors have over­
looked this point. Miss Eliza Doolittle alone can answer that question 
adequately.

I would, therefore, offer this point for consideration, whether bells 
are a luxury or not, they have been taken over (perhaps confiscated 
would be a better term) for ‘ the duration,’ made a bona-fide military 
objective for enemy aircraft, all for the ‘ national good ’ ! Therefore, 
the responsibility of restoration likewise lies with the nation at large 
and not with some impoverished parish that just happens* to be un­
lucky.

One more word with Mr. Bunce if you can spare the space. ‘ There 
is no organised opposition outside his fancy.’ I was always given to 
understand that it was the prerogative of the ostrich to bury his 
head in the sandi .The history of St. Bride’s, Fleet Street, may, of 
course, be excused bn business grounds, but I  have in the past known 
of deputations to the incumbent in country villages to stop peal 
ringing, and if a clique combine to stop peal ringing, what is this but 
organised opposition? This, however, is mild compared to the opposi­
tion one meets when a new peal is opened, especially in an expanding 
district where one meets a number of budding landowners on the 
basis of £30 down, balance as rent. I would like to ask an old col­
league, I. Emery, if he rertembers any incidents of St. Luke’s, Bromley 
Common. Mr. Bunce would 110 doubt be enlightened could he be 
shown the local paper after the new bells were opened at the Church 
of the Annunciation, Chislehurst (and tlie'se are a model job as far 
as outside interference is concerned). How is it that Dartford, which 
were noisy, enjoyed the monthly peal without any quibble up till 
about 10 years ago, yet now are restricted to.mid-week peals, despite 
the fact that the locals doctored the louvres with real good effect, 
and no doubt others can multiply these instances by scores.

There is yet another aspect to consider. Bells are now in theirs 
second year of enforced silence, and when we do attempt to re-start 
is there no danger that these objectors, who have had their own 
sweet way for a period, will be any quieter than they were in pre­
war days ?

To sum up, all ringers have a duty, to keep the Exercise alive during 
these dark days, and to be prepared for a successful reopening when 
the boys return to the towers; therefore, do not ask, but demand, as 
any business concern would, that luxuries taken by the nation for 
the nation shall be replaced by the nation at large after the cessa­
tion of hostilities, and still further be prepared to meet the further 
hostilities of those who would rejoice to see the ban on ringing be­
come a permanent institution. T. GROOMBRIDGE, Jun. *

,  THE DUTY OP THE GOVERNMENT.
Dear Sir,—Apart .from the opinion as to bells (in peace time) being 

luxuries or not, the fact is that at the present time they are instru­
ments of war under the jurisdiction of the Government for the sole 
use of the* armed forces, the Home Guard. Our church bells were 
commandeered or forcibly loaned to the Government for the specific 
purpose of notifying the Home Guard in the event of air invasion. 
Being commandeered by the Government for use of the armed forces 
of the Crown as an*alarm (not to the public, but the Home Guard) 
therefore they become a charge on the Government for upkeep, pre­
servation and ultimate return in good condition to the Church 
authorities, or alternatively, if damaged or destroyed, should be re­
placed in equal condition as they were prior to being taken over, or 
adequate compensation should be paid to replace them by bells of 
equal weightfifsize and number as before".

This question of compensation also applies to church bell towers 
and frames with their fittings and other contents, as these are the 
structures in which these instruments, loaned temporarily to the 
Government, are fixed or housed. FREDERICK E. PITMAN.

40, Tweedy Road, Bromley, Kent.
(Continued in next column.)

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
A VISIT TO MR. W. KEEBLE.

A meeting of the Northern Division of the Essex Association was 
held at Braintree on Saturday last, when only a very disappointing 
number of members attended. The visitors included Mr. A. Everitt 
and Mr. J. Ward.

A service in church was conducted by the Rev. H. Brook, with Mr. 
T. T. Chapman at the organ. As so few members were present it 
was decided to dispense with the business meeting, and the company 
indulged in handbell ringing, while others enjoyed a social chat. It 
was decided to hold the next meeting (which will be the annual 
district meeting) at Bocking early in January.

Mr. L. W. Wiffen, Mr. R. Suckling and Miss H. G. Snowden went 
to Colchester last Sunday to see Mr. W. Keeble at Severalls, and 
took some handbells with them. By permission of the medical 
superintendent (Dr. A. Duncan), they were able to ring a 720 of Bob 
Major : R. Suckling 1-2, W. Keeble (conductor) 34, L. W. Wiffen 5-6, 
Miss H. G. Snowden 7-8.

Mr. Keeble at once settled into his stride in the way all know him 
and displayed great ability as* a conductor. That ‘ grand old man,’ 
Mr. W. Nevard, was there and took part in a course of. Bob Major,, 
and Mr. W. Burgess, who is also a patient, joined in the gathering.

H A R R Y  F L A N D E R S .
WHAT HAPPENED TO A PEAL.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I was much interested in 4 E. B.’s ’ account of the inci­

dent related by the late Mr. King of his meeting with the late Harry 
Flanders. I had the privilege of knowing both these gentlemen and 
rang many times with Harry Flanders when living in the South almost 
forty years ago.

I recall an occasion when I was privileged to take part in an 
attempt for a peal of Kent Treble Bob Major at Greenwich “'which 
Harry was to conduct. He had not called a peal before. Included in 
the band were the late Isaac G. Shade and F. W. Thornton, and the 
composition was a well-known three-part, the figures of which several 
of the band knew. All went well for‘ three hours and twenty minutes, 
and it looked as though success was a foregone conclusion. However, 
when we got to the two bobs W. in the last course three were called 
and made and the peal never -came round. This was a biff disappoint­
ment to Harry Flanders, and to my knowledge, althougn he rang a 
great many more peals, he never called one.

‘ E. B.’ says Harry Flanders was a typical Cockney, with which 
description I agree. Whenever I hear Sid Walker on the wireless I 
always think of Harry Flanders. GEORGE R. NEWTTON. \

Liverpool. ^  v

T H E  L A T E  M R  H. J. T U C K E R  S  P E A L S .
The following is a list of the late Mr. H. J. Tucker’s peals: Kent T.B. 

Maximus 1, Stedman Cinques 1, Kent Treble Bob Royal 7 (conducted 3), 
Oxford Treble Bob Royal 1, Plain Bob Royal 4 (1), Grandsire Qaters 
15 (14), Grandsire Triples 50 (36), Stedman Caters 15 (1), Stedman 
Triples 28, Grandsire Major (6,384) 1 (1), Oxford Bob Triples 6 (6), 
Darlaston Bob Triples 3 (3), Bob Major 18 {13), Kent Treble Bob 
Major 29 (14), Oxford Treble Bob Major 6 (3), Double Norwich Court 
27 (4), Cambridge Surprise Major 10, New Cambridge Surprise 3, 
Superlative Surprise Major 27 (7), New Cumberland Surprise 2, Can­
terbury Pleasure Major 1 (1), Duffield Major 1, London Surprise Major
3, seyen Surprise Minor'methods 1,. seven methods on six bells 1 (1), 
total 260 (conducted 108).

L U X U R I E S  A N D  N E C E S S I T I E S .
(Continued from previous column.)

Dear Sir,—Some of your correspondents, and perhaps Mr. Bunce 
among them, seem to think you can divide all thing into necessities 
and luxuries, and what does n&t belong*to one class must belong to 
the other. But that is not 3o. Tfiere are many tilings, perhaps most 
things which are not necessities, but which certainly are not luxuries. 
I could drink beer out of an ehipty salmon tin, and tea out of a 
jam jar. To that extent glasses and tea cups are not necessities, but 
I refuse to admit that they are luxuries. Empire tobacco can hardly 
be called a necessity, but I will go to 'the stake before I will admit 
that is a luxury—twice already I have had to leave off writing this 
letter to light the beastly stuff.

So wifeh church bells. Quite a lot of cliurcTies and people manage 
to get tljrough this world, and a few will even go to heaven without 
their a id : but for many more, and especially- for ringers, they really 
are a part of thejr ordinary life to the extent that they do contribute 
something vital. Much more can this be said of the general life*of 
the people and the Church than of the individual. We must not 
admit. tnat church bells are luxuries even if we admit they are not 
bare necessities.

I call luxuries such things as Rolls-Royce motor-cars, champagne, 
Havana cigars. Spliced Surprise, deer forests, onions, and bread 
(crusty) and Cheddar cheese after a peal. I could do without all or 
any of these things, though no doubt it would be a privation.

F. H. SMITH.
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
(Continued from page 435.)

SOME EARLY ACTIVITIES, #
When the early critics of the Central Council asked 

the question, W hat good will it do? they had for the 
most part in their minds (unconsciously, no doubt) the 
idea, What good will it do me and my band immediately, 
and in terms that I can understand and appreciate ? For 
them ‘ good ’ meant things like more and easier peal 
ringing or better financial conditions. They did not 
understand or value the abstruse parts of the science of 
change ringing, and if they had been told that future 
generations of ringers would benefit by investigating 
and discussing such things they would . probably have 
asked what future generations had done for them that 
they should bother about their good. It was quite 
natural, therefore, that these people should look with 
contempt on much of the work of the Council. As one 
of them sarcastically observed, ‘ What use are Bob 
Major lead-ends when a rope breaks in a peal attempt?’ 
And another asked, in what he probably would have 
called trenchant language, ‘ W ho but a fool would 
waste his time o ’er the pedantic bores who make the an­
nual meetings of the Central Council a dumping ground 
for their theoretical fads and an exhaust valve for their 
superfluous oratory?’

To-day we are reaping no little benefit from the 
‘ theoretical fads ’ of those same ‘ pedantic bores,’ or 
rather we were before the war put a temporary stop to 
practical ringing.

But it must not be supposed'that, because theoretical 
questions formed an ipiportant part of the discussions in 
the early meetings that the Council did not interest it­
self in simpler matters, or try to devise means of im­
proving the lot of the ordinary average ringers. For 
that neither the wish nor the effort was wanting. The 
difficulty was that people expected, or said they expected, 
the Council to do things which the Council could not do, 
and. for which it was not founded.

One of the things it attempted to do was to persuade 
the railway companies to grant cheap travelling tickets 
to ringers. Every effort was made, but in the end more 
harm was done than good, for it led to the withdrawal 
of the privilege by the one or two companies which had 
already granted It.

In those days there were many railway companies in 
England, and each had its own regulations. Nearly all 
of them granted cheap tickets to any body or organisa­
tion which would guarantee a certain number of travel­
lers, the usual stipulation being that at least eight should 
travel together.

The Kent County Association had got very good terms 
from the London, Chatham and Dover and the South- 
Eastern Companies, and the Sussex County Association 
from the London, Brighton and South Coast Railway. 
A member of these ass6ciations who was going to a 
ringing meeting was given a return ticket for the price 
of a fare and a quarter if he presented a paper at the 
ticket office showing that he was a member and stating 
where he was going. Other companies, such as the 
Great Western and the Midland, refused to do more 
than allow the usual pleasure party tickets to eight people.

The matter was brought before the Council by Herbert
A. Cockey at the Oxford meeting in 1893 , . and a com­
mittee, consisting of R. S. Storey, Joseph Griffin and 
Cockey, was appointed.

Next year, at London, Cockey reported that what was 
wanted had not yet been obtained, but the intention was 
to collect information as to the number of members of 
each association and the number of meetings, and put 
the whole before the authorities of the Railway Clearing 
House. It was intended to ask for return tickets at 
single fares to those who could produce their receipt and 
show that they were travelling in connection with the 
association to which they belonged. Fishihg clubs were 
granted these privileges, and the committee saw no rea­
son why the same should not be granted to ringers.

The railway companies, of course, looked at the mat­
ter from a purely business point of view. They had no 
intention of doing anything for the benefit of ringers, 
and would only grant the concession if it led to so many 
more ringers travelling as would more than cover the 
difference in the price of the tickets. Return journeys 
at .single fares they flatly refused to consider. The com­
mittee, however, stuck to their job, and they promoted 
petitions from the various associations to the different 
railway companies. In all, sixtyrthree petitions, with 
6,817  names, were sent to nine companies. That from 
the Oxford Diocesan Association to the Great Western 
Railway measured about nine yards long.

The companies, however, refused the concession. The 
Great Eastern Railway remarked that if they went on 
granting reduced fares, the time would com^ when no 
traveller would pay his full fare. Those companies 
which had already granted cheap rates to ringers with­
drew the concession, so as to fall into line with the other 
companies.

The Council failed in this attempt, but it had shown 
that it did seek the good of average ringers. In later 
years the rtiatter was settled in another way, for the 
railways have learnt that it pays them to give to the 
general public the concessions then sought by ringers, 
and cheap day return tickets, are almost universal.

Many men thought that the Council ought to adopt a 
scheme for the formation of a general benevolent fund 
for ringers, or form itself into a General Ringers’ Bene­
fit Society, and behind the- thought was a very real and 
pressing need. In those days there was no National 
Insurance scheme for all, worked and guaranteed by 
the Government, and the spectre of sickness and unem­
ployment was never far from the minds of members of 
the working class, especially of those who had wives 
and children dependent on them. It hung like a dark 
shadow over the lives of many of them, and there were 
thousands who were—

Like one, that on a lonesome road 
Doth walk in fear and dread,

And having once turn’d round, walks on 
And turns no more his head ;

Because he knows a frightful fiend •
Doth close behind him tread.

Anything that could remove or mitigate so gnawing and 
so widespread an anxiety would be a blessing Indeed.

The idea that ringers should help their less fortunate 
comrades was not a new one. It was largely implicit in 
the constitution of the old societies, and some of them 
were active in that way. The Norwich Scalars in the 
early eighteenth century were organised as a ‘ purse 
club ’ or benefit society, and continued so very successfully 
for a century and a half, on fhe same lines as were many 
other benefit clubs' in various sections of contemporary 
society. 0
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But these activities were limited in their scope. They 
only benefited a few, ’and outside were the mass of the 
ringers. When the new ideas began to spread and the 
Exercise began to be looked on as one body, it was.a  
natural and an admirable thought that something should 
be done for ringers as a whole. It was natural, too, that 
the good to be reaped appeared more clearly tO’ some 
people than the difficulties to be overcome.

This is well illustrated by a scheme which was put 
forward in 1906 in the columns of ‘ The Bell News.’ 
The writer assumed that there were 20,000  ringers, and 
if each paid only one penny a year there would be £83  
annually for distribution if needed, and since no one was 
to benefit at the outset, it would be possible to form a 
reserve fund of nearly j£100 to start with.

It sounded grand, but does anyone believe that it 
would be possible to run a benevolent fund on such 
lines ? Eighty-three pounds would not go very far in 
relieving the distress among 20,000 people; and far 
more dissatisfaction would have Iteen caused among 
those whose wants were not satisfied than gratification 
among those whose needs were very partially met. Nor 
would the cheerful assumption of the writer that the 
Council could carry on the administration efficiently and 
cheaply be at all likely to be realised.

The Council had not been so negligent in the matter 
as the writer professed to believe. Heywood had fully 
considered that side of the question before .he proposed 
its foundation. He came of a family of bankers, and he 
knew what financial difficulties would be encountered. 
Indeed, anyone else must have known who stopped for 
a minute to think the matter over. When a benefit 
society was confined to a few people who met together

regularly, the administration and supervision could be 
carried out by voluntary workers and at little cost, but 
if it were extended to the whole country the cost of col­
lection would absorb the whole of the revenue; and 
supervision, which would be necessary to prevent fraud, 
would be impossible. Even the great national benefit 
societies like the Oddfellows and the Foresters worked 
through local and semi-independent lodges.

So before Heywood launched his scheme he got the 
representative gathering of ringers at the Henry John­
son dinner at Birmingham to pass a resolution declaring 
that ‘ this meeting is of opinion that the advantages at­
tending the establishment of a General Ringers’ Benefit 
Society would not be great enough to oiltweigh the im­
mense difficulty of collecting and administering the funds 
in a satisfactory manner.’

For that reason the question was not brought forward 
at the earliest meetings of the Council. It was, how­
ever, discussed at London in 1894 , and at Sheffield in 
1895. Nobody seemed to wish to speak against any pro­
posal, but nobody thought any scheme was practicable, 
and nothing was or could be done.

In 1906 at Exeter the question of the establishment of 
a labour bureau for the benefit of members of the Exer­
cise was debated. The difficulties as well as the advan­
tages were stressed, and R. A. Daniell, who was a solici­
tor in practice in Bucklersbury in the City of London, 
offered to receive at his office the names of either 
Employers wanting employes or of ringers wanting em­
ployment, and to bring suitable persons into touch with 
each other. At the next meeting he reported that he 
had received half a dozen applications for employment, 
but not one for an employe. So the scheme died a 
natural and expected death. \

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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BELFRY GOSSIP.
We regret to say that Mr. Gabriel Lindoff & now in Dublin Hos­

pital in a very weak condition following a short illness." Mr. Lindoff, 
who is 72 years of age, has been hon. secretary of the Irish Associa­
tion of Change Ringers for over 43 years.

We have received an airgraph letter from Sergt. John Freeman^ of 
Lincoln, who is serving with the Forces in the Middle East. His ring­
ing friends will be glad to know that when this letter was written he 
was ‘ keeping pretty fit up to the time of going to press,’ and had
* no complaints,’ except that there was no ringing. He was then on s 
detachment away from ihe unit living under canvas in what mighj 
be described as a desert camp.

Mr. Isaac Emery, who has now been in hospital for nearly three 
months, underwent a further operation last Saturday. His many 
"friends wish him a speedy recovery.

The wedding of Q.M.S. Harold Rogers and Miss Olive Ashbrook, 
reported in our issue of October 3rd, took place at Islewortli, not at 
Haleswortli as the report seemed to suggest.

On October 14th, 1854, the Birmingham men, with Henry Johnson 
as composer and conductor, rang 7,020 changes of Stedman Caters at 
Aston. It was not the longest length that had been rung in the 
method; but it was probably the longest true length, though the 
ringers did not know it, and though it was beaten a month or two 
later.

The history of Stedman Cater peals is a rather curious one. In 
1805 the Cumberlands rang 6,129 changes at St. Leonard’s, Shore­
ditch, composed and conducted by George Gross. This remained the 
longest length for nearly forty years, for it was not until 1842 that 
it was beaten by 8,105, which was rung at Painswick, composed and 
conducted by William Estcourt. This peal was found to be false, and 
an 8,081 of Grandsire Caters rung on the same day at the neighbouring 
town of Stroud was also false.

Meanwhile in 1844 the'Cumberlands had rung 7,025 at Poplar, not 
as a record length, but as containing the full 60 courses (between 
singles) with the big bells in the tittums.

In its particular quality this was beaten in 1845 by John Cox and 
the College youths, who rang 6,701 at Bermondsey with the 60 course 
ends and no singles. Then in 1854 came the Aston peal mentioned 
above, and in the same year 7,023 by the Cumberlands at St. Clement 
Danes’ .

The Birmingham men in 1859 settled the matter for 25 years by 
ringing 10,047 changes at Aston.

The Birmingham Amalgamated Society i;ang on October 16th, 1883, 
on handbells, 10,176 Grandsire Major, composed and conducted by 
John Carter. It remained the record length in hand until 1894, when 
Mr. C. E. Borrett called 11,200 Bob Major at Norwich.

On October 17th, 1726, the College Youths rang the first peal at 
St. Martin-in-the-Fields. It was Grandsire Caters and evidently the 
founders had not yet succeeded in casting two satisfactory trebles.

Fifty years a^o to-day six peals’ were rung. Two were Grandsire 
Triples, one B od Major, one Kent Treble Bob Major, one Stedman 
Caters, and one in four Minor methods. .

A DEVON C H A N T R Y  T O W E R .
INFORMATION SOUGHT.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Serving in H.\M. Forces has brought me from my home 

in Kent to ‘ Sunny Devon,’ and in my travels through this county I 
have seen some picturesque and interesting towers and churches. 
There is one, however, situated in, Slapton, which seems to me a little 
bit out of the ordinary, and I cannot find any sound evidence of what 
the tower was in actual fact. Since Mr. Barnett’s query with regard 
to St. Michael’s Mount brought out something of interest to ringers,
I send my poser on in hope that something more of interest about 
Slapton tower may appear in your columns.

The remains of this old tower stand in the village, which is about 
midway between Dartmouth and Kingsbridge, and as far as I can 
gather from inhabitants it is part of the remains of a college or 
college church. It is described as the Chantry Tower and is still 
fairly intact, with the stonework in a good state of preservation.

Only the coping at the top of the tower has crumbled and the 
upper third of the spiral staircase. The latter has been replaced bv 
iron ladders. It can also be s6en that two floors at one time existed 
above what might have been the ‘ nave,’ an£ it is this factor that 
prompts me to write to you.

I wonder if any readers can give any details of the original build­
ing and any characteristics relating to this tower. I am sure that 
whatever comes out will be of interest not only to Devon ringjers, but 
also to ‘ tourists,’ as no doubt many have passed through this corner 
of Devon.

I receive * The Ringing World ’ every week through the generosity 
o f a ringing friend at home, and although my movements amongst 
ringers are, of course, very few, I  am glad to keep in touch with 
ringing generally through th* medium of the paper. I  have found it  ̂
very interesting of late, and 1 hope to continue to do so. I take this 
opportunity o f  wishing you and ‘ Tlje Ringing World * a 6afe and 
sound journey through tne present trouble to a happy conclusion.

R. G. RAYFIELD.
Greenhithe, Kent.
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DEATH OF MR. JAMES HUNT.
INTERESTING RINGING CAREER.

Fam ous H andbell Performances.
His many friends throughout the country will learn with surprise 

and deep regret of the death of Mr. James Hunt, of Taunton. He 
passed away last week after an unfortunate accident. For some 
little time he had suffered from a weak heart, and on his doctor’s- 
advice had remained in bed. Then, on Monday week, he got up about
11 p.m., put on some clothes and went out, to be knocked down by 
a motor-car. He was taken to hospital with head injuries and suc­
cumbed during the night of Thursday. He was 70 years of age, 
having been born at Tiverton, Devon, on May 29th, 1871, an<f during 
his long ringing career had rendered yeoman service to the art in 
many directions.

He began ringing at St. Mary’s, Taunton. Later, when living in 
Guildford, he became leader of the band at S. Nicolas’ Church and 
was one of the handbell company which 30 years ago made ringing 
history in the Surrey town. Always an enthusiast, Mr. Hunt joined 
with Charles Willsliire, Alfred Pulling and others in building up the 
band which went on to ring double-handed peals by the score. His 
first peal in hand was in 
April, 1909. It was Grand­
sire Triples and A. H.
Pulling’s first handbell 
peal as conductor. Even­
tually n^w double-handed 
record lengths we*e rung 
which still remain un­
beaten.

Before doing this, how­
ever, they had made an­
other record, o f which 
James Hunt, we are told, 
was the instigator. In 
October, 1911, Messrs.

« Pulling, Willshire, Blon- 
.dell, Smither and Hunt set 
out to ring a peal of Sted­
man Caters every evening 
for a week—and they rang 
them all, in a different 
place, on a different set of 
handbells and with a dif­
ferent composition each 
night. They did not make 
two bites at any one of the 
peals, until the last, when, 
presumably for want ' of 
practice, or maybe some 
other reason, they had to 
have more than one try at 
the going off course. Later 
in the same year peals of 
Stedman Triples, Caters 
and Cinques were rung all 
in one week. .

In 1912 it was decided to 
attempt a record length of 

Stedman Caters, and the outcome was first a peal of 14,031, rung on 
June 1st, and on August 31st a peal of 19,738. As we have recently 
recalled, this latter was an attempt for 22,222, but owing to a late 
start the peal was curtailed shortly before midnight. The band that 
rang these two peals comprised Arthur Shepherd, Alfred Pulling, 
William Shepherd, James Hunt and Frank Blondell. At one tifne Mr. 
Hunt rang 61 handbell peals in succession without a tower bell peal 
intervening Altogether he rang 158 peals on handbells.

After living in Guildford for many years Mr. Hunt removed to 
London, where for a time he was employed by Messrs. Warner and 
Sons at the Spitalfields Bell Foundry. He rang peals with the Royal 
Cumberland Youths and on one or two occasions took part in a peal 
rung by a foundry band.

Eventually Mr. Hunt returned to Taunton and became associated 
with St. James’ tower, where he was instrumental in building up an 
excellent band. For 21 years he was Ringing Master of the Taunton 
Deanery Branch of /  the Bath and Wells Diocesan Association, and 
during all this time he did his utmost to cultivate change ringing 
and to encourage young conductors. As an example of what he 
achieved it may be mentioned that between 1919 and 1939 thirty-seven 
peals were rung at St. James’ , Taunton, by Deanery men. Ten con­
ducted peals, each conductor having, curiously, called some method 
he had never called before, while 73 ringers rang something they had 
never rung before. That is a mark of the progress made by Mr. 
Hunt’s help and encouragement.

When he retired from the office of Deanery Ringing Master Mr. 
Hunt was presented with a silver bell inkstand by the members in 
appreciation of his long and devoted service.

Among the many, interesting peals in which Mr. Hunt took part 
were the first peal of Stedman Caters by a resident band of the old 
Winchester Diocesan Guild, a * grandfather’s * peal of Stedman Caters 
by members of the Royal - Cumberland Youths, the first peals of 

(Continued in next column.)

A KENT VETERAN.
FIFTY YEARS AS CAPTAIN. AT ONE TO W ER . 

M r. Philip H o d g k in ’s Record.
Mr. Philip Hodgkin, of Headcorn, has a record of which any ringer 

might be proud.
Born at Aldington, the home of ^he late Mr. Charles Slingsby, on 

April 11th, 1863, he started his ringing career at the tower in that 
village in June, 1877, at the age of 14, and was soon ringing 720’s of 
Minor. He was present at the foundation meeting of the Kent 
County Association, held in the Chapter House at Canterbury on June 
18th, 1880, and is now one of the two surviving foundation members, 
Mr. E. S. Ruck, of Willesborough, being the other.

Mr. Hodgkin removed to Headcorn in 1891 and immediately started 
to teach change ringing to the company at that tower. He was ap­
pointed captain of the band, a position he still holds, and has thus 
completed half a century’s work m that office.

Mr. Hodgkin has rung 65 peals in all,, on eight and ten bells. One 
outstanding peal was that of Bob Major at Tenterden on April 8th, 
1912, in three hours and fifteen minutes, ^wlien he rang the tenor of 
30̂ , cwt., this being the first time the tenor had been ‘ turned' in * to 
a peal. At this time the bells were not ,going too well, and many 
ringers, including the late Mr. William Pye, had attempted th$ task, 
but without success. Mr. Hodgkin is proud to recall the performance, 
more especially as he walked nine miles from his home to ring, and 
then had to walk the same distance back after the peal.

In those days this journeying of long distances on foot was taken 
in the ordinary course of events, and to digress from the subject of 
this article for a moment it may be mentioned that another Kent 
stalwart once went to London to ring a peal on a Saturday evening, 
lost the last train and walked home, a distance of 22 miles. He had 
breakfast and walked about another six miles to take his usual place 
at Sunday morning, ringing at Gillingham. Gabriel Lindoff and 
William Haigh will perhaps remember this feat of the late Charles 
Waterman.

But to return to Mr. Hodgkin, it is worthy to record that up to 
the present he has not yet had to resort to artificial aid—in the way 
of ‘ specs ’—to read ‘ The Ringing World ’ regularly every week, nor 
when he is writing. He has oeen a vegetarian all his life, and in 
this respect the writer remembers an amusing remark passed on one 
occasion when arranging the dinner at the annual meeting of the 
association. He asked the caterer to provide a meal for a life­
long vegetarian. On seeing Mr. Hodgkin, the man remarked, ‘ How­
ever has he growed up to such a fine man *on grub like this?’

Mr. Hodgkin still enjoys good health and does a ‘ bit of work ’ as 
he terms it. He is looking for peace to come so that he can take 
his usual place in the belfry where he has so faithfully served.

Well done, Philip ! May you*long be spared to serve the association 
of which you are justly proud, and hearty congratulations on com­
pleting the half-century as captain at Headcorn. F. M. M.

D E A T H  O F  A  B E E N H A M  R IN G E R .
It is with great regret that we record the death of a Beenham 

ringer, Mr. Edward W. Richardson, who passed away very suddenly 
at his work on Friday, October 3rd, at the age of 57.

He had been a ringer for over forty years and rang regularly for 
the Sunday services at Beenham. He attended many meetings in 
the district and had rung in many peals. He spent 22 years of his 
life in the Navy.

He was buried at Beenham on Wednesday, the Rev. W. Hunt con­
ducting the service. The coffin was led out of the church by members 
of the Newbury Branch of the Royal Naval Old Comrades’ Associa­
tion, with banner and bugler, who sounded the Last Post and Reveille 
at the graveside.

(Continued from previous column.)
Double Norwich Major and of seven Surprise Minor methods for the 
Bath and Wells Association, the first peal of Cambridge Surprise* 
Major by a resident band west of Bristol, and the first peal of Bristoi 
Surprise Major by a band resident in Somerset. Altogether he had 
rung something over 550 peals.

James Hunt took a good deal of interest in matters connected with 
the theoretic side of ringing, and although he had no pretensions to 
be a composer of the first rank, he produced several peals, especially 
of Doubb Norwich, which had distinct merits. We recently published 
one of them. Their merits wtere such as would be appreciated by the 
practical peal ringer. Mr. Hunt also had usually definite and decided 
opinons on the controversial questions of composition which came 
before the Central Council, and most of the members, while not 
always agreeing with what he said, always listened to him gladly and 
with interest and respect.

Mr. Hunt was elected in 1920 to represent the Bath and Wells 
Association on the Central Council, which made use of his practical 
experience in connection with bell hanging by appointing him one of 
the members of the Towers and Belfries Committee. His knowledge 
in this direction was also taken advantage of in his own diocese, 
where he served on the Diocesan Advisory Committee. Thus Mr. 
Hunt, whose enthusiasm for ringing was unsurpassed, gave his talents 
ungrudgingly for the benefit of the art, and he served his church as 
a sideeman and a member of the Parochial Church Council for manv 
year*.

T H E  L A T E  
MR.  J A M E S  H U N T .
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THE LATE MR. A. G. DRIVER.
COMPOSER BUT NOT A RINGER.

A  Gifted in ve stig a to r.
Mr. A. G. Driver, whose death was briefly referred to in our last 

issue, was an almost uniqye example of a composer who was not a 
ringer. He was born at Lewisham 52 years ago aild was educated at 
St. Dunstan’s College, Catford, where he won a scholarship at an 
early age.

On September 28th he complained of feeling unwell, and, despite 
medical aid, passed away in tire early hours of the next day from 
cerebral haemorrhage.

Mr. Driver’s interest in bells began in his youth, not as a ringer, 
but as an antiquarian, and he spent much of his time in copying 
inscriptions and taking rubbings. His introduction to ringing was in 
1915, when a new peal of bells was dedicated at Christ Church, Erith. 
The late Mr. E. Barnett, sen., who was endeavouring to instruct a 
band there, made one or two attempts to teach him to handle a bell, 
but without success. The theoretical side of ringing, however, 
fascinated him, and for the remainder of his life this was almost his 
only hobby. Unfortunately, circumstances prevented him from de­
moting very much time to it. Ha was a tram driver and he often said 
that it was not until the early litmrs of the morning that he could 
settle down to uninterrupted work. His output was, therefore, not 
what more favourable conditions would have allowed, but what he 
did do was enough to ensure that his name will live.

It was in Minor ringing that his chief interest lay, and he supplied 
much of the material for the bands under Mr. Albert Relfe, at Lam- 
lDerliurst, Kent, for the Spliced Surprise Minor record, and those 
under Messrs. Vernon Taylor, in Lincolnshire, and C. K. Lewis, in 
Cheshire, who included in peals numbers of methods formerly thought 
impossible. ‘ The Ringing World ’ of September 11th, 1936, speaking 
of one of these, in which Mr. Driver had increased an extent from 
ten to twelve methods, said, ‘ The bare announcement of it is 
“  Arranged by A. G. D r iv e r a n d  to Mr. Driver ara due several 
other or these extents which contain a large number of methods. 
Many people may reasonably ask, “  Who is Mr. A. G. Driver?”  His 
name never appears in peal reports: in the past when he has entered 
into print on any question relating to methods, he has done so under 
a nom-de-plume (“ The Mad H atter” ). Thus he has never sought 
the limelight, but the work which he has done has put six-bell ringing 
on an entirely different footing. . . . Mr. Driver’s genius has carried 
Minor Splicing far beyond^ the bounds of anything that was conceived 
possible a few years ago. In him we have a rare phenomenon: almost 
a non-ringer who has'carried a branch o f 1 composition far beyond 
anything that expert ringers have done. It is, we imagine, the 
fascination of figures and a mathematical mind which are responsible 
Tor all the work he has done in the interest of ringers. . . . Mr. 
Driver’s work deserves to rank with anything done by great composers 
of the past.’

All his work, however, was not concerned with Minor ringing. He 
was the first to produce a system of splicing Kent and Oxford Treble 
Bob at the lead ends, and thus rendering the previous unsatisfactory 
systems of interchanging Kent and Oxford places entirely obsolete. 
The first peal on this plan was rung at Willesden in July, 1935, and 
one differing only slightly at Crayford a montIT later. For Mr. Alan 
Pink’s band he supplied a number of methods and more compositions, 
and for him also a peal of Spliced Painswick, Pudsey, Yorkshire and 
Superlative Surprise in seven lead courses. For a band in Leicester­
shire he produced a peal of Spliced Surprise in seven methods, also 
in seven lead courses—one lead of every method in each course. It is 
not unreasonable to suppose, therefore, that had he been able to 
devote the necessary time to the task he could have made  ̂valuable 
contributions to the current problems of Surprise Major Splicing which 
are occupying the attention of many other leading composers of 
to-day.

He was most unselfish, and the writer remembers with gratitude 
the interest and help given by Mr. Driver to his son when the latter 
first became interested in composition as a boy. It was with equal
fratitude, therefore, that he learned from Mrs. Driver that her 

usband had expressed the wish that ‘ little Teddy ’ should have his 
manuscripts. . . . .

Apart from composition, Mr. Driver had one other ringing interest 
and that was,in ringing machines. During a long period of unem­
ployment after the last war he had designed one, but family and 
fin\ncial treasons prevented him from ever constructing it, but a 
number of his ideas found expression in one of Mr. G. F. Wodehouse’s 
later machines after the two had corresponded as a result of Mr. 
Driver having received Mr. Wodehouse’s booklet describing his own 
first machine. Later Mr. Driver was appointed by the Central Council 
as one of the demonstrators o f the Carter Ringing Machine.

One thing more must be said ; it is sad that the foregoing lias had 
to be Mr. Driver’s obituary, for it had long been the writer’s inten­
tion to try and persuade him to write his ringing life—a difficult job, 
for no one disliked publicity more than he did—or alternatively to 
supply the material for me to try and do so.

Nothing now remains but to take leave o f a  quiet, clever, unassum­
ing man, whose passing leaves us all the poorer, and to express the 
deepest sympathy with the bereaved. E. B.

A N C I E N T  S O C IE T Y  O F C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .
EDWIN BARNETT BECOMES A MEMBER.

The meeting o f the Ancient Society of College Youths on Saturday 
last was again well supported and two new members were elected, 
Edwin Barnett, of Crayford, and Ivor C. N. Bell, of Swindon, the 
latter being a ratification of his election previous to ringing a peal 
of Bob Major , at Swindon on October 3rd.

The provincial members present were the Rev. LI. Edwards, Kington 
Magna; B. P. Morris, Kettering; H. V. Young, Leatherhead; H. 
Casnmore and E. Jennings, W atford; and F. G. Cole, Cheltenham.  ̂

Sympathy was expressed with Mr. E. Murrell, one of the society’s 
staunchest supporters, in his indisposition, and all present hoped that 
he would soon be able to get about again.

Mr. G. M. Kilby’s collection of reports of notable peals rung by 
famous bands during the last 40 years caused much interest among 
the t)lder members.

The Treasurer stated that he had booked Slater’s Restaurant, 
Basingliall Street, for the commemoration luncheon on November 8th 
at 1.30 p.m. \

One of the branches of H.M. Forces is generally represented at the 
College Youths’ meetings, and last week it was L.-Corpl. Frank 
Shorter, who was cordially welcomed. Greetings were received from 
Mr. T. Myers, of Plymouth, who is now back in civilian life.

The Master thanked the members for their continued support and 
closed the business meeting until October 25th.

Refreshments and handbell ringing then followed, ringing by mem­
bers from Watford and Beddington being much appreciated.

B E L L S  A S  D E O D A N D S .
AN ANCIENT LAW.

The legend referred to by the writer in ‘ All the Year Round,’ and 
which was mentioned in the article on the College Youths in our last 
issue, is not so improbable nor so wild as lie supposed. He said he had 
heard ‘ awful whispers ’ of a victim ‘ caught by the neck and hung by 
his bell,’ and that ‘ the government claimed, but without success, the 
manslaughtering bell.’

That at some time and» in some place in the course of the ages a 
ringer has been killed by his rope catching round his neck is not un­
likely nor improbable; neither need any. particulars beyond a vague 
tradition have survived. And if such a thing happened it is almost ( 
certain that the question of the confiscation of the bell and the rope 
did arise.

It was the law and the custom of England throughout the ages that 
if the death of any man or woman was caused by a personal chattel, 
then that chattel must be considered as devoted to the service of 
God, and must be taken over by the authorities and sold for the 
benefit of the poor. Anything so confiscated was called a deodand.

In the course of time quite a complicated amount of law grew up 
about deodands. For instance, if a man was killed by a horse and 
cart, whether both of them, and under what conditions, were liable 
to forfeiture. The usual thing was that the chattel was redeemed by 
the owner by paying a fine fixed by the coroner’s jury, and in course 
of time the amount of the fine became a nominal one, generally not 
more than a few pence. In the old elaborate indictments when a 
man was charged with murder, the value of the weapon with which 
he did the deed was always stated.

Only those things could be deodands which were * chattels,’ that is 
personal movable property. If a tree was blown down and killed 
a man, that was not a deodand; in law it was reckoned as an ‘ act 
of God.’ A pinnacle falling from a church tower would not be a 
deodand.

We can easily see that if a bell did cause a man’s death a nice point 
of law would arise. Was a bell a ‘ chattel ’ and therefore a deodand? 
And v>e can easily see what the answer of the coroner’s jury would 
be; for it is not likely that the question ever went beyond them. 
They would be parishioners and ratepayers, and therefore the owners 
of the bell. They would not have much difficulty in deciding that a 
church bell is not in law a ‘ chattel.’

Deodands were abolished little more than one hundred years ago.

TOWERS WITHOUT BELLS.—The love of. bells is still so universal 
in this country that if after admiring a church tower of goodly pro­
portions, fair design, and which carries its glorious spire tapering 
heavenwards, we are told it contains no bells, a feeling of disappoint­
ment is mixed with our admiration, and we are tempted to exclaim, 
‘ How sad that a case so magnificent is without its music!—that a 
structure so grand and imposing is without the usual means of pro­
claiming the passing events of human life by means of its iron- 
tongued melody..’—Thomas North.

BUY AN EXTRA COPY
OF

‘ THE RINGING WORLD ’ 
and send it to a Serving Member of your Tower
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MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
SUCCESSFUL M EETING AT LEICESTER.

M r. W illia m  W illso n  H onoured.
On Saturday, October 4th, a special general meeting of the Midland 

Counties Association took place at St. Margaret’s, Leicester. It was 
held in conjunction with the local quarterly meeting, and proved to 
be a great success, both from a ringing and social point of view. 
The front eight bells were rung clapperless to a variety of methods, 
starting off with a nice musical touch of Stedman Triples, called by 
Joe Fenton, jun., the 567’s rolling up in silent majesty! A course of 
Cambridge Surprise only needed a £ Fidler ’ to bring it successfully 
round! During the afternoon a variety of touches and courses were 
rung mQre or less complete by ringers representing the following

ST.  M A R G A R E T ’S C H U R C H ,  L E I C E S T E R .

towers: Ashby, Burton, BeJgrave, Burbage, Broughton Astley, Croft, 
Derby, Chesterfield, Leicester, Loughborough, Melton Mowbray, Not­
tingham, Overseal, and Handsworth, Birmingham.

The general meeting of the association was held in the choir vestry 
of the church, and in the absence of the president, the Rev. Canon 
R. F. Wilkinson, who sent a letter of apology and greetings, the vice- 
president, Mr. Colin Harrison, took the chair. He was supported 
by the hon. treasurer, Miss I. B. Thompson, and the general secre­
tary, Mr. Ernest Morris.

In opening the meeting, Mr. Harrison explained that although it 
was decided at the last general annual meeting not to hold any 
general meetings until the next annual meeting, a position had arisen 
in connection with a vacancy in the trusteeship of the association’s, 
invested funds, which the hon. secretary and treasurer thought ad­
visable to be filled by calling a special general meeting for the purpose 
at the earliest possible date.

Seven new ringing members were duly* elected, end a matter of 
advertising in the ‘ Leicester Diocesan Calendar ’ was left to the 
secretary to deal with.

_ A letter from Mr. William Willson, one of the trustees of the asso­
ciation, was read, in which he stated that, owing to continued ill- 
healtli, he felt unable to carry on in the position and asked the 
association to accept Uis resignation. Mr. Willson sent his greetings 
and expression of goodwill for the association’s continued prosperity 
in the days to come when things return to normal again.

(Continued in next column.)

P E C U L IA R  !
BY THE EDITOR.

We shall have to be more careful in future. In printing, a fort­
night ago, Mr.** Ernest Morris’ letter on the subject of ‘ Peculiars,’ 
we turned an ‘ i ’ into an ‘ e ’ and made him a verger instead of a 
‘ virger,’ and we have been ‘ told off ’ accordingly, but in very kindly 
language.

Mr. Morris reminds us that he carries the ‘ virge ’ or staff of office 
and is a member of the London Virgers’ Guild. Of course, we meant 
110 slight upon Mr. Morris’ ancient and honourable calling, but we 
shall have to tell the compilers of' our office dictionary about it too, 
for they have, we find, ignored- the ancient spelling ana given us only 
‘ verger,’ defined as ‘ official in a church who shows persons to their 
seats; officer who bears staff before bishop.’ -Even the staff itself is 
spelt ‘ verge * in our dictionary — and it’s an authentic one, too, 
emanating from a great seat of learning. We shall' also have to tell 
our Vicar, for on oiir parish church notice board he or someone 
slipped up and spelt the multiple offices of his factotum thus, ‘ Parish 
clerk, verger, sexton and gravedigger.’ r

We can only assume that time in this, as in other things in a 
degenerate age, has wrought changes which are not for the better. 
For instance, quite casually the other day \ve came across this in 
some documents relating to the year 1570̂ —it doesn’t quite .conform 
to the modern spelling—‘ Paid to the Ryngars the ferst daye of ye 
cliaunge of the qvenes Rayne,’ and in 1571, ‘ Ryngars at the qvens 
comyng at her ferst goyng in to bare feld ijs ; second time when her 
bott came by xixd.’

So if we, in our innocence, misspelt the ancient ‘ virger,’ may we be 
forgiven ---------------

A S S O C IA T I O N  M E E T IN G S .
REPLY TO MR. E. B. HARTLEY.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—My letter in reply to Mr. Hartley on the above subject 

was designed with two objects, and I  am much gratified by the results.
The first object was to ascertain whether your correspondent held, 

or had held for any appreciable time, association office. *The charge 
was passed by default, and I am not Unsatisfied. Secondly, as a 
general challenge had been made against the organisation of war-time 
meetings, I gave a reply so far as it concerned by own association. 
I am no more qualified to give a general answer than your cor­
respondent is to make a general accusation.

Now Mr Hartley makes an amazing volte face by saying that his 
fetter was addressed to those who do not hold meetings. So lie was 
not criticising the secretaries who apologise for the shortcomings of 
their meetings, point out the difficulties of their arrangement and 
liaye the temerity to ask for subscriptions. Then why mention them?

Whether I answered his letter point by point is a matter of opinion. 
His last paragraph is just a matter of "bad taste. A quotation from 
what appears to be a private letter written to him by ‘ a Brighton 
correspondent ’ would carry more weight if accompanied by the 
author’s name, and dispel the unfortunate impression of an attempt 
at mischief making. . S. E. ARMSTRONG.

Brighton

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
(Continued from previous column.)

Mr. William E. White, of Cotgrave (late hon. treasurer), senior 
trustee (although he had recently passed through a very severe and 
critical illness and had made afciarvellous recovery), expressed a wish 
to carry on. It was, tlierefofW  unanimously decided that Mr. John 
Oldham, of Loughborough (wlK) is already a trustee of part of the 
association’s funds), should be elected as joint trustee with Mr. W. E. 
White.

At the subsequent local meeting Mr. Willson was proposed an 
honorary life member of the association, and the secretary was asked 
to convey to him the members’ thanks for his past greai services “to 
the association,. and good wishes for better health than he had enjoyed 
of late.

Mr. Willson, who is now 73 years of age, has held various offices 
in the association, including those of hon. treasurer, vice-president and 
representative on the Central Council, as well as trustee.

A long discussion on a point in the president’s letter with regard 
to the formation of diocesan guilds within the area of the association’s 
activities closed the meeting.

The company then adjourned to the George Hotel for tea, which 
was followed by t lie local quarterly meetings Mr. George Walker, of 
Syston, the district chairman, presiding. In the unavoidable absence 
of the district secretary (Mr. H. W. Perkins), the general secretary, 
Mr. Ernest Morris, read the minutes of the last two meetings, which 
had been successfully carried through in spite of the ban on ringing.

St. John’s, Leicester, was chosen as the place for the district annual 
meeting, to be held in January at a date to be decided later.

This concluded the business, but there followed a social evening, 
which was enjoyed by all present. There was handbell ringing on a 
large number of bells performed by the ‘ Merry Optimists,’ ablv 
conducted by Police-Inspector H. J. Poole (Harold to most of his 
ringing friends, ‘ Pooley ’ to the R.S.M.). A conjuring performance 
was given by Mr. Len Styles (who, by the way, is a respected member 
of St. Margaret’s choir), and various touches of change ringing were 
brought round on handbells and concluded a most successful ‘ double 
event.* e . M.
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
VARIATION.

(Continued from, page 490.)
> In quite a large number of Treble Bob and Surprise 
methods there are what are known as Kent places. These 
are made within a section and. consist of two handstroke< 
places made together followed immediately by two others 
on the same two bells. The most familiar example is in 
Kent Treble Bob, whence comes the name.

12345678 1234567.8
21346587 21435687
12435678 12346578
21436587 21436587

Wherever these places are made they serve one pur­
pose only, which is to prevent the repetition which would 
occur if all the bells did the normal' Treble Bob hunting 
of the principle. They affect one section only, and when 
they have been made the bells are in the same positions 
as they would have been had they all hunted Treble Bob 
fashion and there been no place making at all.

It follows that in any section in any method whenever 
two bells dpdge together Kent places may be substituted 
for «the dodging without causing any alteration in the 
work of the method apart from the actual section, and so 
we get a simple form of variation by moving the position 
of the Kent places within the section. .

W e could if we wished ring Kent Treble Bob with the 
place-making in 5-6 instead of in 3-4 , and theip is no 
reason why we should not do so once in a ^hile as a 
novelty.

The method which perhaps best illustrates the nature 
and use of Kent places is Albion Treble Bob.

In construction, Albion is one of the simplest of 
methods. W e first write out a lead of Plain Bob and 
then turn it into a Treble Bob method by repeating every 
pair of rows thus

12345678
21436587
12345678
21436587

Then to get rid of the falseness we make Kent places 
in 5-6 in the first two sections, and in 3-4  in the third and 
fourth sections. iV

Albion was first produced hWHugh Wright, of Leeds, 
and appeared in the 1845 edition of Hubbard’s ‘ Cam- 
panalogia,’ the author of that work declaring it to be 
‘ the most even and regular of any Treble Bob method 
extant.’ It is a perfectly double method, the natural 
coursing order is maintained throughout the lead prac­
tically unbroken, and there are no false course ends with 
the tenors together.

It would appear, therefore, to be one of the very best 
of methods, but, though it has been before the Exercise for 
so long and has been well spoken of by many, it has 
never become popular, and only a few peals of it have 
been rung.

The cause undoubtedly lies in the way the places are 
made. The handstroke thirds and fourths, or fourths 
and thirds, in Kent Treble Bob are not particularly objec­
tionable because they come at comparatively long inter­
vals ; but in Albion we get sixths and fifths and fourths 
and thirds, on the way down, followed immediately by 
thirds and fourths and fifths and sixths on the way up. 
W e never go from front to back or back to front without 
making at least one pair of Kent places, and four times

within a course we make two pairs. It is too much. It 
is difficult to see why it should be so, but undoubtedly a 
succession of backstroke places such as we get in Superla­
tive or Cambridge, or even in the slow work of Kent 
Treble Bob, is nicer and more interesting to make than 
a succession of handstroke places as in Albion. Hand­
stroke places to be interesting should come irregularly as 
in London, or be mixed with backstroke places as in 
Bristol.

Albion T.B. X  a Variation.
12345678 12345678
21435687 21346587
12346578 12435678 ,
21436587 21436587

24163857 24163857
42613875 42613875
24168357 24168357
42618375 42618375 '

46281735 46281735
64287153 64287153
46821735 46821735
64827153 64827153

68472513 68472513
86475231 86742531
68742513 68475213
86745231 86745231

87654321 87654321
78653412 78564312
87564321 87653421
78563412 78563412

75836142 . 75836142
57831624 57831624
75386142 75386142
57381624 57381624

53718264 53718264
35178246 35178246
53712864 53712864
35172846 35172846

31527486 31527486
13257468 13524768
31524786 * 31257486
13254768 13254768

13527486 << 13527486
Several variations of Albion are obvious. In every section 

there must be one set of Kent places, but so far as getting 
rid of repetition is concerned, it does not much matter 
where, within the section, we make it. W e should not 
choosb 7-8 , for that would turn the tenors up the wrong 
way, and we must not choose 1-2', for that would cause a 
bell to lead for three consecutive blows. There are many 
methods where in the fourth section Kent places may be 
made either in 1-2 , 3-4 , or 5-6 .

W e give one variation of Albion with the Kent places 
of the first section in 3-4  instead of in 5-6 , and in the 
fourth section in 5-6 instead of in 3-4. Two. other varia­
tions can be had— one above the treble as Albion, and 

(Continued on next page.)



October 17th, 1941. THE RINGING W O R LD . 503

NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average
8 words) per insertion, &ith the minimum charge of 1/6.

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  
M ONDAY.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d it o r ia l  
O f f ic e  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g , S u r r e y .

* The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Rochdale .Branch. 
— All members and friends are invited to attend a ring­
ing practice and meeting to be held at Friezland on 
Saturday, Oct. 18th. Tower bells, with ringing appara­
tus, will be available from 3 p.m. Don’t miss this treat. 
Bus or train to Greenfield Station. —  Ivan Kay, Hon. 
Sec.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.— Daventry 
Branch.— A meeting will be held at Daventry, Saturday, 
Oct. 18th. Handbell ringing.— W . C. Moore, 5 , W il­
liams Terrace, Daventry, Northants.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Lewisham Dis­
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at the 
Church of the Annunciation, Chislehurst, on Saturday, 
October 25th. Tower open for handbell ringing from
3 p.m. Service at 3.45  p.m., followed by tea and busi­
ness meeting. Tea, by kind invitation of the Vicar (Rev. 
Canon R. S. Greaves) only for those who send their 
names to Mr. T. Groombridge, 35 , Albany Road, Chisle­
hurst, not later than Tuesday, October 21st. Business 
includes election of officers.— A. G. Hill, Hon. Dis. Sec.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Shipley on Saturday, October 
25th. Bells (clappers removed) available from 3 p.m. 
Tea can bfe obtained near the church. Business meeting 
in the tower.— H. Lofthouse, Hon. Sec., 8, Wortley 
Road, Leeds 12 .

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.— A 
meeting will be held at St. Peter’s, Tunbridge Wells2 on 
Saturday, October 25th. Tower open 3 p.m. Handbells 
and eight silent bells. Tea for those who notify Mr. E. 
J. Ladd, 4 , William Street, Tunbridge Wells, by Tues­
day, October 21st. Come along and make this a good 
meeting. There is a good train and bus service.— C. A. 
Bassett, Hon. Sec. ,,

S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
(Continued from previous page.) 

below the treble as X ; the oth<*r above the treble as X , 
and below the treble as Albion.

The forms of variation we described last week made 
no difference to the internal falseness of the method; the 
variations have the same false course ends as the 
originals. But that is not so with the variations produced 
by altering the positions of Kent places. When they are 
made in 3-4 in the first Section of any method the two 
false course ends A 32546 and D 46253 are always pro­
duced ; but when they are made in 5-6 there is (so far) 
a clear-proof scale.

Similarly, moving Kent places in the third or fourth 
sections may increase or diminish the number of false 
course ends.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Meeting 
at The Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey, on Saturday, 
October 25th. Handbells from 3 p.m. Tea 5 .30 . All 
welcome.— H. G. Cashmore, 24 , Muriel Avenue, W at­
ford.

SURREY ASSOCIATION.— A meeting will be held 
at Ewell on Saturday, October 25th. Handbells avail­
able in the toVver from 3 p.m. and after meeting. Service
4 p.m., followed by tea (4 .45) and business meeting. 
Names for tea to Mr. C. E. Read, 58 , High Street, Ewell, 
by Wednesday, October 22nd. All ringers heartily wel­
come.— E. G. Talbot, Hon. Sec. ; G. W . Massey and
A. T. Shelton, Dis. Secs.

ANCIENT . SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The next meeting will be held at the Bell Foundry, White­
chapel, on Saturday, October 25th, at 3 p.m.— The 304th 
anniversary luncheon will be held at Slater’s Restaurant, 
Basinghall Street, E .C., on Saturday, November 8th, at
1.30 p.m. Tickets 6s. 6d. Latest date for application 
Tuesday, November 4th.— A. B. Peck, Branksome, 1, 
Eversfield Road, Reigate, Surrey.

O XFO R D  UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.— Any ringers 
who may be coming tip, next term are asked to communi­
cate with J. E. Spice (Master) at New College, or W . L.
B. Leese (secretary) at St. John’s.

W INCH ESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN
GUILD.— Isle of Wight District.— The secretary of this 
district is now Mrs. C. Guy, Merrie Meade, Watergate 
Road, Newpor.t, Isle of Wight.

H A N D B E L L S  W A N T E D
HANDBELLS W A N T E D .— Set, any number, bigger 

the better.— Send particulars, including maker’s name, 
T. R. Boys, 3 , W est Street, Weedon, Northampton.

S I T U A T I O N  V A C A N T .
SECOND GARDENER wanted, change ringer; cot­

tage with electric light, etc.— E. C. Lambert, Church 
Cottages, Cosgrove, Bletchley, Bucks.

‘THE COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A  History o f  the Society 

by J.  A R M I G E R  T R O L L O P E
This is one of the very few books I have read which seem to 

me might, with advantage, have been considerably longer.’—The 
Dean of St. Paul'*.

‘ Mr. Trollope has achieved more than his immediate purpose 
of writing a history of the Society of College Youths. So closely 
has the guild been identified with English change ringing that its 
history is to a very large extent an account of the ancient sport of 
ringing developed into an elaborate art. . . .

* Throughout his book Mr. Trollope takes his readers into a 
strange and fascinating world whose traditions so peculiarly 
English deserve far more popular attention than they usually 
receive.’—The Guardian, v

5 l£Z  I N C L U D I N G  p a c k i n g  a n d  
/ O  P O S T A G E

D ire ct fro m  'T h e  R in ging  W o r ld ’ 
L o w e r P yrfo rd  Road, W o k in g , S u rre y
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  F R E E  

f r o m  th e  
R e v. E . S . P O W E L L , S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-B«tl Treble

Dominated Methods) .............................................................. 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford Bob) .......... i ..........................  ;........................ 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET ismied free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ................................ 1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B............................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ... ... ... ................ ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ..........  3

Cambridge Surprise Major .................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ... .................  2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................  1 0
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Bdition) ... , ...................... i ......................................................... 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES. x

' ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; ISO pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

1 STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touohes and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
* SURPRISE METHODS.’ 2*. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on leoeipt of postal order, from 
M i s s  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N  
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  .B r id g e ,  U lv e r s t o n , L a n c s

P U B L IC A T IO N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M . Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. .  Samje price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7fd. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Graadsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble B o d .

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  

copies for 1 5  /-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper oovers, 64pp., 
1 / 2  (6 copiee for 6 /-).

O b tain able  only p o st fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. 8 . POWELL, 
S ta v e rto n  Vi o a ra g e , n ear D aventry.

H f

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING iblD NON STRETCHING
E st. 1 8 2 0  —  — Tel .  2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rices  in cre a se , 
p re -w a r  q u aiity , and send us y o u r  old Bell R opes  

fo r  rep airs w h ilst n o t in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

C orrectly Modelled BELL IKKSTAKD &  in Solid Silver

Diameter 2}in 2jin, 3 tin. 3iin. 4in. 4iin. Sin. 5iin 
Price 18/S  2 2 IB 2 8 /6  3 3 /6  4 2 /-  5 2 /6  r 6 7 /8  7 8  6

The bin. size is also made to hold 60 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T C  n i T C C C f l  I  Jeweller 
• C .  and Optician

Telephone 276 W O K t N G

SMITH of DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, I  ondon, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  & S on s, M idland C lock W ork s, 

D erby, Ltd.
Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor bv the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild- 
sd by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 

Buildings, London, E.C.4.
ford, and Published
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PRESERVATION OF MSS.
The statement that the manuscript work of the late Mr. 

A. G. Driver is saved for future reference is gratifying 
news, for there is, we gather, much useful matter among 
the papers which, in days to come, may be turned to ad­
vantage for the benefit of change ringing.* The import­
ance of preserving anything of value in this direction can­
not be overstressed, and in this connection it need hardly 
be pointed out the risk of losing manuscripts is even 
greater than that of losing printed books. The latter 
have a chance of survival, even in ̂ he hands of those who 

'do not know their real value, but manuscripts are more 
than likely to go into the fire, or the waste-paper basket 
when a clearing-up takes place, after the death of the 
owner for instance. They are treated as just so many 
‘ old bits of paper ’ that have been hoarded up and now 
need to be disposed of and disposed of quickly. In this 
way, doubtless, many a manuscript which might have 
proved a valuable contribution to ringing knowledge has 
gone up in flames or been thrown out as rubbish.

Not every ringer, of course, has manuscripts worth 
preserving; indeed, the number' of those who have any­
thing of real value must be comparatively few, while even 

. among those who posses^ something which may be ‘ a 
contribution to knowledge, probably only a small portion 
of their MSS. is worth preserving. Nevertheless, the fact 
remains that there are here and there manuscripts whfch 
it would be in the interests of the art to save from 
destruction. In years to c«me they would be cherished, 
if not for the use which could be made of them, at least 
for the light they would shed on the development of ring­
ing in these days. W hat, for instance, would we not give 
now for some of the original manuscripts of Stedman or 
Holt, Reeves or Shipway ? W e  know how valuable and 
interesting, from the historical angle, is Annable’s note­
book, which is in the British Museum, and how important 
are the Osborn M SS., which are also in safe keeping 
there. The latter are perhaps the best and most valuable 
collection of ringing papers which we have, and it is upon 
them largely that we have to rely for the early history of 
the Exercise. There are, too, some other important 
MSS. similarly preserved, such as the manuscript books 
of the Scholars of Cheapside, dating from the early sevens 
teenth century, of the Union Scholars and the Eastern 
Scholars, as well as of the Cpllege Youths, and the rules 
of that now obscure society, the Esquire Youths, which 
were discovered by Mr. J. A. Trollope written in the back 
of a book evidently borrowed, to put it mildly, from the 
library of King Charles II. These are some few instances 
of manuscripts saved from destruction in the past which, 

(Continued on page 506.)
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Cast in England 
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833). ;

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most Important CIocKs 

In the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E ST O R E D .

'THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a nJcfie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration, 

get. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M A RKE D  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G I L T  OR W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/- 
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, SSZ.tm
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

M E T H O D  S P L IC IN G
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in

* METHOD SPLICIN G ,’ price 1/3  (post free) 
from 1 The Ringing World ’ Office, 

LOW ER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer ,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERM OND SEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick's, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

in their several ways, have helped to build up a picture of 
the Exercise in other centuries and to indicate the growth 
of the art in days now long since past.

In the same way the original work of writers in these 
later years may prove of considerable importance in time 
to come, not particularly in the near future, perhaps, al­
though in the case of Mr. Driver’s MSS. there may prove 
to be something of immediate value. But fifty or a hun­
dred years hence, some of the products of to-day may 
prove a useful indication to the ringers of future genera­
tions of the standards reached in the first half of the 
twentieth century. In addition to general manuscripts, 
what are also, of course, of value are the individual peal 
records of ringers. These, in days to come, will be full 
of historic interest, not because of the particular ringers’ 
performances, excellent as they may be, but because they 
may be linked up with others and together show the 
trend and expansion of the art, from the practical aspect, 
just as the other documents will indicate the development 
of the scientific side. W hat fnatters at the moment, 
therefore, is that those who know of the existence of such 
MSS. and documents should take steps tq see that they 
are preserved by bringing home their importance to the 
existing owners, or to those who may have the handling 
of them when the present owners are gone. This is one 
way in which the records’ of our times may be safeguarded 
for the* benefit of those who will follow.

HANDBELL PEALS.
ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX.

THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION* AND LONDON 
DIOCESAN GUILD.

0« Sunday, October 12, 1941, in Two Hours and Forty-Seven Minutes,
A t 2 4 , Sdpfolk Road,

A P E A L  O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  B O B  M A J O R , 5120 C H A N G E S ;
M rs. J. T h o m a s .....................  1-2  I ‘ Isaac J, A tte w a te r ............  5-6
John Thomas .....................  3-4  | {H a ro ld  Howson ............  7-8

Composed by J. R bbves. Conducted by John T homas.
* First peal of Kent ‘ in hand.’ t  First peal of Treble Bob Major.

TAUNTON, SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, October 18, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty Minutes,
In the B elfry of the C hurch of S t. James,

A P E A L  O F  G R A N O S I R E  T R I P L E S ,  SOW C H A N G E S ;  
Parker’s T w elve-part (7 th observation).

*R. W . Hayward ............  1-2  I W . H. L loyd  .....................  5-6
•A. H . R eed .............................  3-4 | *W . G . G ig g ...% .....................  7-8

Conducted by W . H . L loyd.
* First peal ‘ in hand.’ Rung to the memory of James Hunt, who 

was always present to guide and help at the practices.
WEST GRINSTEAD, SUSSEX.

THE SUSSEX COUNTS’ ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, October 18, 1941, in Two Hours and Five Minutes,

At the R ectorV,
A P E A L  O F  B O B  M I N O R ,  6040 C H A N G E 8 ;

Tenor size 15 in C.
G eorge W . Massey ... 1-2  | Edgar R . R apley ............  3-4

*  C ecil R . Longhdrst .. .  . . .  5-6 
Conducted by E . R, Raplby.

Witness— Rev. Cecil J. Wood.
Rung as a birthday compliment to Edwin A. Barnett.

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX.
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established ISO yean. 'Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. h o p e  w o r k s , c r m t h a n

THE

Exact size
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
(Continued from page 497.)

DEBATES ABOUT MANY MATTERS.
In the early years the Council used to debate matters 

affecting- ringers and ringing without passing any reso­
lution or attempting- to reach any definite decision. The 
idea was to ventilate opinion and give the Exercise the 
benefit of the experience of leading; men. It was quite 
a g-ood plan, though there were seldom any very striking 
speeches made, and the debates did not create anything 
like the amount of interest as was taken in those subjects

T H E  L A T E  REV.  C. W.  0.  J E N K Y N ,
Many Years Librarian of the Council.

which in- some quarters were supposed to be the mono­
poly of the faddists and the bores. Among- the subjects 
discussed were such as the best way to teach learners, 
the need, for more than one conductor in a band, steeple- 
keepers, truth in peal ringing and the like.

Sunday peal ringing was also debated, and as nineteenth 
century Sabbatarian ideas were still strong, there were 
members who desired the Council to condemn the prac­
tice. It was discussed at London in 1897, at Bristol in 
1898, and again at Worcester, but opinion was very 
much divided, and no formal resolution was passed. On 
one occasion the Council shirked the issue by passing to 
the ‘ previous question.’

In 1904, at York, William Snowdon moved that, 
‘ while the Council did not desire to encourage single- 
handed peals on handbells, it offered no objection when 
they were rung under special circumstances.’ This led 
to an expression of strong opinion from Heywood. He 
said he did not think they should be encouraged. He had 
himself done single-handed ringing in teaching a young

band, although he was not sure that it was a good mode 
of instructing. The reason why he did not like it was 
because you could fumble on after a breakdown. That 
could hot easily be done double handed or in the tower. 
Single-handed handbell peals were miserable perform­
ances. The Council, however, decided to give4 hem as 
many points as tower bell peals.

At the same meeting F. E. Robinson moved a resolu­
tion declaring that ‘ in the opinion of the Council it is de­
sirable that promising ringers should be given the oppor­
tunity of learning- how to conduct.’ »

T H E  L A T E  MR.  fR0 B E R T  S T O R E Y ,  OF N E W C A S T L E ,
' - An Active -Member Forty Years Ago.

It was a someVhat platitudinous motion, and the object 
(which was really Heywood’s). was rather to have some­
thing round which opinion could be expressed, than 
to lay down any novel or startling proposition. It seemed 
there was a feeling that there was a good deal of 
selfishness among older men, who kept the conducting to 
themselves and did not allow younger men a chance.

C. D. P. Davies said a great change had taken place 
during thirty years. There had been a time when there 
never was more than one conductor in a tower. Conduct­
ing was a sort of masonic secret which only occasionally 
leaked out, and young men had to thrust through ob­
stacles in order to make any progress. But such a thing 
had come to an end, and it was then rare to find a com­
pany with only one conductor. When he was conducting 
he was thankful to have someone taking part who could • 
give assistance in the case of a late call, and so perhaps 
save the_peal.

Robinson said it was desirable to have more than one 
conductor, but as to how many it was desirable to have
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in peal, that was another matter. He considered there 
should be only one. When he went into a strange tower 
and was asked to call, he consented to do so if other 
people kept quiet. That was very characteristic of 
Robinson.

W illi^p Wakley said he always felt more certain of a 
peal when he was calling with half a dozen men in the 
band equally as capable as himself. He would like to see 
every member Jin a band capable of calling a touch. Call­
ing peals was another matter, but the comrades of a 
young man,who had shown he was sufficiently advanced 
would not hesitate to start for a peal under his conductor- 
ship.

E. W . Carpenter came perhaps nearest reality when 
he said that if an attempt was made to teach the whole 
band conducting, the work would not be so well done as 
if it were confined to one or two. There was a danger of 
reducing it to a low level. It was better to select those 
with talent and to make the most of them.

It was not a debate which threw much lighfc on the mat­
ter, but the subject was worth discussing.

‘ Is too much stress laid upon peal ringing by ringers 
of the present day ? ’ was a question the Council was 
asked to consider by H. J. Elsee at the Exetet meeting 
in 1907 . It was â matter on which people could say a 
great deal, but not very much that was definite. All 
agreed that service ringing had the first claims on ringers, 
and A. T . King said that if the bells were not rung for 
divine service they ought not to be rung at all. Most 
lyngers to-day will agree, and carry out the idea in 
practice, but it was an opinion that an earlier generation 
did not share. H. T. Ellacombe strongly objected to ring­
ing on Sundays, and held that the proper thing to do was 
to chime for services and keep ringing for festivities, 
celebrations, weddings and sport. That was the tradi­
tional English custom everywhere except in the North.

Heywood agreed with Elsee that too much stress was 
laid upon peal ringing, yet he had himself for a few 
years been ̂  one of the most active peal ringers in the 
country. He complained of the way in which many so- 
called peals were rung. Some, he said, were undoubtedly 
so badly struck that those who rang in them ought to be 
thoroughly ashamed to call the performance a peal. 
What justification he had for so sweeping a charge I do 
not know, though, of course, he was aoing good by call­
ing attention to the need for good striking.

Good striking was debated at Cambridge in 1908. The 
item on the agenda invited the Council ‘ to discuss the 
question whether the present fashion of ringing a large 
variety of methods is responsible for  ̂decreased attention 
to accurate strikifig and, if so, whther any steps can be 
taken to 'encourage greater pride in this respect.’

Herbert A. Cockey was entrusted with the opening of 
the debate, but Heywood was really responsible for the 
matter being brought forward. He said he had done so 
because a large majority of peals were badly struck. 
People overlooked the fact that perfect striking was per­
fect pleasure in ringing. He was afraid that a great deal 
of the old pride in having good striking had died out, 
whether it was in advanced methpds or not. He attached 
great importance to good striking, just as many of the 
old ringers of the past day did, who were very severe on 
bad striking. There was not then much chance for the 
beginner if he did not quickly show signs of progress in 
the art of striking.

Charles Henry Hattersley did not consider the striking 
then was as good as it had been formerly. Good striking 
was of far more importance than the number of methods. 
Bad striking had not only a bad effect on the general pub­
lic, but it led to dishonesty. Some of the peals recorded 
were a fraud on the Exercise. He quoted with approval 
what the president had said at Exeter: ‘ If many who 
took part in peals would have the honesty inside the tower 
that they had when outside listening to other ringers 
there would be a great improvement and not so many 
unworthy peals recorded.’

C. W . O. Jenkyn said one cause of bad striking was 
that the same man did not always ring the same bell. 
Where that was done the striking usually was' better. 
This was rather a startling opinion coming from such h 
source.

George F. Attree did not agree that striking generally 
was worse thari it had been, pointing out quite fairly that 
there wete then fifty bands where in the older times there 
had been but one. Several members expressed the opinion 
that theadvanced methods could not be rung unless they were 
well struck which, of course, is a complete fallacy, though 
many people still hold it.

In the end a resolution was passed declaring ‘ that the 
Council desires to call the attention of the associations 
generally, and of conductors in particular, to the desir­
ability of encouraging the greatest possible accuracy in 
striking. ’

Anything to encourage good striking was, ©f course, 
well worth while, and not only the Council but everybody 
connected with the Exercise should lose no opportunity of 
stressing the point, but one rather wonders whether the 
striking in old times was generally so very excellent. , 
Some of it was certainly, and there was a greater tendency 
among the leading bands to be stern and 6ven savage 
with the beginner who failed to come up to their standard. 
But there was a lot of bad ringing, too, iniplaces. There was 
more stoney rung, which can be struck fairly decently by 
inexperienced men, and not so many bands tryiqg to ring 
changes before they had learnt to ring rounds. But tak­
ing the country as a whole, the average striking of change 
ringers is probably as good as it ever has been, perhaps 
better. Not that there is no room for improvement.

H A T IN G  T H E  G E R M A N S .
. A DANGEROUS STIMULATION.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I am reported in your issue of October 10th as saying 

at a meeting of St. Martin’s Guild that ‘ we all hated the Germinis 
like poison and the more we killed the bettef we liked it.’

I need only say that I spoke of the danger of giving way to 6uoh 
feelings and deriving our stimulation from them.

Edgbaston.* (Canon) STUART BLOFELD.
---------- 9—

D E A T H  OF M R . J E S S E  J. .M O S S .
We regret to record the death of Mr. Jesse J. Moss, of Bolsover, 

who passed away in his sleep during Sunday night, October 12th, 
without any previous illness. He l^d taken part in handbell ringing 
with some of the Bolsover band in the belfry of the Parish Churcn 
the same evening.

Mr. Moss, who was a farmer, was a  native of Thornham in Suffolk, 
where probably he learnt to ring. Thirty-six years ago he went to 
Bolsover ‘ and helped a very progressive band in many ways. He 
was regular in his attendance at service ringing and on ^tactice 
nights. Mr. Moss rang about 200 peals, including many in about 
nine different Surprise methods. When he rang his 100th peal he 
had scoped peals tyith 100 ringers.

He was laid to rest in the Parish Churchyard on Thursday, the 
16th, after lying in his beloved belfry during Wednesday and Thurs­
day. He was borne to his last resting place by his brother ringers, 
and many others attended from Treeton, Chesterfield, Staveley and 
Ec^ingtdn. He was 57 years of age.
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F E L K I R K  D.F.M. R I N G E R  M IS S IN G
Sergt. John Copley, R.A.F., a Felkirk ringer, has been reported 

missing. He belonged to the Stirling Bomber Squadron and had taken 
part in a great number of raids over enemy territory. He was 
awarded the D.F.M. on December 15th, 1959, for his skill and bravery 
as a rear gunner during a raid on enemy ships off Heligoland on 
December 3rd, 1959. A peal of Minor was rung at Felkirk on January 
1st, 1940, in honour of this award.

Sergt. Copley joined the R.A.F. before the war as a mechanic and 
later became a rear gunner and instructor, after which he became 

% flight engineer. He was a member of the Felkirk Parish Church 
company of ringers and a member of the Barnsley District Society 
and the Yorkshire Association.

Hopes are still held that news may come in the near future that 
he has been spared and is alive and well.

A I*B IO N  T R E B L E  B O B .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—We do not usually call a false peal a variation »f a 
true peal, why, then, call a false method a variation of a true 
method? A better plan would be to call X  Variation Albion Treble 
Bob Spoiled.

I have always looked on Albion Treble Bob as. a single method, 
but we were told in last week’s ‘ Ringing World * that it is a ‘ perfectly 
double method.’

It is nearly seventeen years since I first disclosed the fact that 
Round Blocks and Transpositions exist in methods, principles, and 
systems; and five years since in peal. compositions also.

GEORGE BAKER.
Brighton.

[It was wrong, of course, to call Albion a perfectly double method. 
It is double only so far as the interior of the lead is cpncerned.— 
Editor, ‘ The Ringing World.]

A  D U B L IN  Q U A R T E R - P E A L .
A (juarter-peal o f Grandsire Doubles (1,260 changes) was rung in

49 minutes on the bells of St. George’s Parish Church, Dublin, before 
the evening harvest thanksgiving service on Sunday, October 5th : 
Arthur Worrell 1 , Fred E. Dukea (conductor) 2, Miss Ada C. Dukes 3, 
William E. Hall 4, Mrs. Fred E. Dukes 5, Ernest Davidson 6, William 
McGregor 7, Mathew Doolan 8. The ringers of the treble and fifth 
scored their first quarter-peal, which was rung on the front five bells, % 
with 7.6.8 covering.

W O R C E S T E R S H I R E  A S S O C I A T I O N .
ANNUAL MEETING.

The annual meeting of the Northern Branch of the Worcester and 
Districts Association was held at Clent on Saturday, September 20th, 
when 61 members and friends were present. The tower bells were 
available for silent practice from 3 pvm., and were kept fully occupied 
with Grandsire Triples, Stedman Triples, Bob Major, Bristol, London 
and Cambridge Surprise, and Spliced Surprise.

At the business meeting after tea, the officers were re-elected en bloc, 
viz., Mr. John Lloyd, Master; Mr. B. C. Ashford, secretary; and 
Messrs. William Short, John Bass and Charles Woodberry, Central 
Committee representatives. Mr. George Smith, of Cheltenham, was 
elected a performing member, and a vote of thanks to Miss F. 
Thatcher, of the local band, and her helpers for serving the tea 
brought the proceedings to a close, wjaen some of the members made 
tracks for the tower, while others indulged m handbell ringing.

Later an adjournment was made to a place well known to visiting 
ringers for a social evening, which, as usual, included change ringing 
and tune playing on the handbells, interspersed with refreshments 
and many reminiscences.

Members were prese*#- from Bilston, Birmingham, Brierley Hill, 
Bromsgrove, Cheltenham, Clent, Coalljrookdale, Coventry Cradley, 
Dudley, Kidderminster, Stourbridge, Upton-on-Severn, Wollaston and 
Wolverley.

V E R G E R S  O R  V I R G E R S  ?
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I am afraid the London Virgers’ Guild (and Mr. Morris) 
are more pedantic than accurate. It is true that ‘ verge’ and 
‘ verger ’ come originally from the Latin ‘ virga,* but—they come by 
|ray of the French word ‘ verge,* the change from * i * to ‘ e ’ taking 
place in Merovingian Latin a thousand or more years ago. (One of 
many similar examples is ‘ verdant * through the French ‘ verdoyant ’ 
from Latin * viridans *)•

So that^in fact, ‘ verge’ and ‘ verger’ are the original English 
spellings: ‘ virge ’ and virger ’ only appeared many years later, 
and according to the Oxford English Dictionary are merely ‘ obsolete 
variants.’ H. T. WISDOM.

43, Hampstead Road, Brighton.
Mr. Ernest Morris writes: ‘ Virger ’ is not the old way of spelling 

'like * rynger ’ or ‘ vyrger,* but it is the correct Latin way. But 
‘ verger ’ is also O.K.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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THE 
W H I T E C H A P E L  
BELL FOUNDRY

E S T A B L IS H E D  1570

MEARS & 
S TAINBA NK

AT

34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD 
LONDON 

E.1
T e lep h o n e  B IShopsgate ‘ 2599

Founders of the new ring 
of twelve for 

Liverpool Cathedral 
Tenor 82 cwt.

H A N D B E LLS, B E L L ROPES, 
M UFFLES, 

Etc.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
The ringer6 who rang the handbell peal at West Grinstead on 

Saturday would like to thank the Rev. and Mrs. Wood for their 
kindness in inviting them to ring at the Rectory, for the interest 
they took in the ringing, and for the refreshments they provided 
afterwards.

The N.U.T.S. will doubtless be interested to know that Mr. R. A. 
Reed, of Eastleigh, a member of North Stoneliam band, is shortly 
to be married to Miss Alice M. Scott. The wedding will take place 
at Bishopstoke on November 1st.

The Bromley Youths rang the first John peal, one of Grandsire 
Triples, at SS. Peter and Paul’s, Bromley, on October 15th, 1828.4

Thomas Tolladay died on October 18th, 1843, and a muffled peal for 
him was rung at St. Clement Danes’ in the following January.

The College Youths rang 6,000 changes of Oxford Treble Bob Royal 
at Shoreditch on October 19th, 1766. The composition probably was 
false. ▲

On Monday, October 20th, 1794, the Society of Cumberland Youths 
rang on the old ring of bells at St. Giles’ , Camberwell, John Reeves’ 
peal of Oxford Treble Bob, containing 6,720 changes and with the 
120 course ends. George Gross conducted, and Shipway, who was in 
the band, says it was the first time a peal of Treble Bob containing 
the 120 course ends had been rung, but there is good reason to think 
that the College Youths had already rung the same peal at Ken­
sington.

The first and only peal of Stedman Royal was rung at Aston Parish 
Church by the St. Martin’s Youths of Birmingham on October 21st, 
1876. It was composed and conducted by Henry Johnson. The figures 
of the method were given in a recent issue of ‘ The Ringing World.’

Charles Henry Ha^ttersley died on October 21st, 1915.
On October 21st, 1891, a peal of Kent Treble Bob Major was rung 

at Saffron Walden, the first by the ancient Saffron Walden Society 
since 1817. Four members of the famous Pitstow family took part 
as well as John F. Penning, well known as a composer of Granasire 
Triples.

The veterans’ peal of. Stedman Triples was rung at St. Olave’s, 
Hart Street, on October 21st, 1953. The' total age of the ban<J was 
612 years. Four members, Messrs. H. W. Smith, R. H. Brundle,
F. E. Da we and James George, happily, are still alive.

On the same date in 1911 the first peal by eight brothers was rung 
by the Bailey family at Leiston.

On Sunday, October 23rd, 1791, Janies Bartlett with a band of 
the College Youths mostly belonging to St. Mary Abbot’s, Kensing­
ton, rang Holt’s Original at St. Giles’ in-the-Fields. Bartlett was for 
long supposed to be the first man to call the peal and ring at the 
same time, but the feat had already been performed three or four 
times, including a performance at St. Giles’ , Norwich, exactly 39 years 
before. The College Youths rang the peal non-conducted for the first 
time on the anniversary in 1884.

The first peal of Little Albion Treble Bob Major was rung at Pulford 
in Cheshire on October 24th, 1913; and on the same date in 1934 the 
Australian tourists rang at St. Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne, the first 
peal of Bob Royal outside the British Isles.

The first peal of Stedman Triples was rung at St. Peter Mancroft, 
Norwich, on October 25th, 1731, and on the same date in 1790 the 
Birmingham men rang at St. Philip’s in that town the first peal of 
Stedman Caters outsiae London.

The first peal of Cambridge Surprise Rdyal was rung at All Saints', 
Wakefield, on October 26tli, 1822. The composition w'as true.

On the 6ame date in 1837 the St. James’ Society rang 7,325 changes 
of Grandsire Cinques at St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields; and in 1867 the 
Liversidge band rang 6,240 changes of Cumberland Exercise Major.

Fifty years ago to-day four peals were rung. Two were Grandsire 
Triples, one Double Norwicli Court Bob Major, and one Kent Treble 
Bob Major. One of the peals of Grandsire was by the Society of 
Cumberland Youths at tlie Curfew Tower, Windsor Castle. George 
Newson called Holt’s Original, Arthur Jacob rang the .tenor, and 
Mr. W. H Fussell rang the fifth.

P H IL IP  H O D G K IN .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The account by F.M.M. of Mr. Philip Hodgkin’s record 
was very interesting, especially to myself, who have known him all 
my ringing life.

Unless I am very much mistaken (and I do not think I am), after 
the peal of Bob Major mentioned was published as the first peal of 
Major on the bells at Tenterden, a record of one rung there in 1771 
by James Barham was found and published in ‘ The.Ringing World.’

In fairness to the late Mr. W. Pye, it should have been stated that 
when he rang the bell it was hung in roller bearings, and when, after 
ringing it for two hours to Superlative, he gave up, it was found 
that three out of four rollers were crushed.

E. BARNETT.

TENTERDEN TENOR.
Dear Sir,—The reason why the late Mr. William Pye did not ring 

Tenterden 4enor was just bad luck. She was then hung with roller 
bearings, the rollers broke and that caused the failure. R. D.
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THE LATE MR. JAMES HUNT.
F U N E R A L  A T  T A U N T O N .

His Peal Record.

H IN G IN G  IN  N O R T H  H A M P S H I R E .
B A S I N G S T O K E ’S  B R I G H T  S P O T .

Mr. James Hunt, of Taunton, whose death was reported in our 
last issue, was buried on Wednesday, October 15th, the coffin having 
rested overnight in the belfry of St. James’ Church.

The funeral service was conducted by the Vicar, the Rev. Walter 
Green, and Mr. Philpott was at the organ. The hymns sung were 
' Jesu, lover of my soul ’ and * Abide with me,’ and as the cortege 
left the church the organist played the Dead March. The service 
was largely attended, and many of deceased’s ,friends also gathered 
at St. Mary’s Cemetery, where the burial toolf place.

The family mourners were Sergt. C. J. Hunt, R.A. (son) and Miss 
V. Hunt (daughter), Mr. and Mrs. T. Hunt (brother and sister-in- 
law), Mr. and Mrs. J. Clarke (brother-in-law and sister-in-law), Mr. 
S. Clarke (brother-in-law) and Mrs. L. Snow (niece).

Ringers from many parts of the Taunton Deanery were present 
and also representatives of the Diocesan Association, including Mr. 
T. Taffender (London) and Mr. D. G.^Taylor (Ilminster).

Messrs. W. Gigg, S. Jarman, F. Morris, W. Priddle and J. Roy, 
St. James’ ringers, and H. Churchill, Trull, acted as bearers, and 
after the coffin had been lowered into the grave a course of Grand­
sire Triples was rung on Mr. Hunt’s own handbells, those on which 
the record peal of Stedman Caters was rung: R. W. Hayward 
(Wilton) 1-2, A. H. Reed (St. James’) 34, A. H. Lloyd (St. Mary’s) 
5-6, and W. Gigg (St. James’ ) 7-8.

It will be remembered that Mr. Hunt died in Taunton Hospital 
after having been knocked down by a motor-car. He had been in 
bed, by the doctor’s orders, since October 2nd, but on the night of 
October 6th got up, put on his coat and trousers over his pyjamas, 
and went out into the street. When taken to hospital it was found 
that he had sustained bruises on the scalp and forehead, but the 
skull was not fractured.

A verdict of ‘ l)eath from natural causes ’ was returned at the 
inquest, the post-mortem examination having revealed that^ death 
was due to a leakage of blood from the aorta and cerebral haemorrhage, 
both caused by degeneration of the heart muscle, and a clot of blood 
from the heart extending to the lungs.

The Coroner stated that even if the accident had not occurred Mr. 
Hunt would have died within two hours.

Among those who sent wreaths were the Taunton Deanery Branch’ 
of the Bath and Wells Diocesan Association; St. James’ Guild, Taun-. 
ton ; bellringing friends at Ashbrittle; the ringers of Trull; his ringing 
boys; St. James’ Parochial Church Council; and the children of 
Bishop’s Hull School (where Mr. Hunt did duty every day in giving 
them safe conduct across the road).

Mr. Hunt’s peals, which numbered 554- and were rung for 18 asso­
ciations, were as follow :—

Tower bells Handbells
Runsr Conducted Rune Conducted

Grandsire Doubles ................. 3 2
Stedman Doubles ................. 2 1
Bob Minor ................* ........... 5 3
Two to seven methods .......... 9 5
Combined Kent and Oxford

Minor ................. , ........... 1 1
Cambridge Surprise Minor ... 1 1
Seven Surprise Minor Methods 1 1
Grandsire Triples ................. 57 24 13 1
Stedman Triples ................. 97 6 32
Bob T r ip le s ................ , .......... 1 1
Bob Major ................................ 42 19 7
Kent Treble Bob M a jo r .......... 20 3 4
Oxford Treble Bob Major 2 2
Combined Kent and Oxford

Treble Bob M a jo r ................. 1 1
Double Norwich ................. 38 9
Norfolk Surprise ................. 1
Superlative Surprise .......... 32 2
Cambridge Surprise .......... 9 1
New Cambridge Surprise 1
Bristol Surprise ................ / .  ... 7 1
London Surprise ..........  ... 2
Grandsire Caters ................. 13 5 ‘ 4
Stedman Caters ................. 34 5 79
Bob Royal ................................ 2 1 5 1 '
Kent ^Treble Bob Royal .......... 5 2
Cambridge Surprise Royal * 1
Stedman. Cinques ................. 9 12

✓ 396 94 158 2

Tdlal rung. 554; conducted 96.

OLD COLLEAGUE’S APPRECIATION.
To the Editor.

Sir,—I should like to express my appreciation of my late friend 
James Hunt, whose death all who knew him will greatly deplore. 
Forty years ago there were two men, Charles Willshire, now in 

(C o n tin u ed  in  n e x t  co lum n .)

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I have, unfortunately, only lately had the September 

19th copy of ‘ The Ringing World ’ in my possession, but better late 
than never. I would like to support Mr. C. W. Munday in his defence 
of the northern districts of the Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan 
Guild.

I challenge your statement that ‘ in the territory farther removed 
from the sea enthusiasm has long* been less marked,’ for it is indeed 
a fallacy. To the contrary, I suggest that enthusiasm in the Basing­
stoke District was, at the outbreak of war, at a much higher level 
than any other district. My reason for saying this is that I am, I 
believe, the only ‘ outsider,’ apart from, perhaps, Mr. L. A. Tremeer, 
who knows to the full what efforts the young ringers of that district 
are putting, forth for the advancement of campanology. They are 
mostly young men, of an average age of about 22, and, apart from 
attending every meeting within their range, they cycle everywhere, 
because, as Mr. Munday says, travelling facilities are bad.

They also attempt peals at every opportunity. In 1939 I started to 
keep a record of all peals lost, and it opened my eyes to the real 
activity o f these ringers. Every time I met Mr. Munday or one of 
his fellow ringers I was handed a list of lost peals. It must be 
remembered that they have no G. Williams or F. W. Rogers to en­
courage them and guide them through their first peals, as we, in the 
south, have"had! A peal of Bob Major by the Basingstoke band is, 
I feel, o f far greater value than a peal of London by the North 
Stoneham or Portsmouth band, both to the ringers and the Exercise. 
I remember inviting Mr. F. A. Munday, of Basingstoke, to stand in 
a peal o f Cambridge Major .at Romsey in 1939. He rang it with 
scarcely a trip and told me afterwards that he had rung only one 
course ever before and had never made a bob! They are all as keen 
as that, but their keenness is not generally recognj^ed—because they 
do not have peals published every other week or so.

I hope I have made it clear that ĵie ‘ indifference * and * lack of 
interest * in that district are purely mythical, and that, with so many 
young and enthusiastic ringers in our Guild, the spirit of ringing 
cannot be dead, and it will be we young ones who will raise the flag 
after the war. R. A. REED.

FEW ACTIVE CENTRES.
This testimony by Mr. Reed to the activity of the Basingstoke band 

is heartening, but, splendid as has been the enthusiasm of this young 
band, may we quote the old adage to point out that ‘ one swallow 
does not make a summer ’ ? The Basingstoke band are a^great asset 
to the Diocesan Guild and will, we hope, become more so in the 
future, but we referred in our article generally to the large area of 
North Hampshire. Draw a line across the county, say, from Romsey 
in the west to Petersfield in :̂he eaat, and, with the exception of 
Basingstoke and just one or two other scattered places, where has 
there been any real enthusiasm shown in recent years? It is a good 
tiling for the Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild that there 
are these one or two bright spots, otherwise the outlook might be 
poor indeed, but, speaking generally, we still feel our comment was 
justified.—Editor, ‘ Ringing World.’

T H E  L A T E  M R . J A M E S  H U N T .
(Continued from previous column.)

Canada, and James Hunt, who were really the means through which 
we others in Guildford had our enthusiasm stirred and from whom 
we received so much assistance. Jim Hunt did all the arranging and 
.a favourite visitor was the late Rev. F. E. Robiiison, who. came to 
the towers round this neighbourhood. »Then we started handbell 
ringing, and I think it was the practice we put in while travelling in 
trams that developed the quick ringing. Jiip used to 6ay as we 
started, ‘ Now we have so long, so shove them along and see how 
much we can ring.’ When we used to go-straight from work and 
had no bells, we had to use our thumbs. We often laughed and won­
dered what other passengers thought of us.

My own tower of Holy Trinity succeeded in getting a Surprise 
band together, .and Jim Hunt, who was leader at S. Nicolas’ , was 
big enough always to meet us outside the tower to congratulate the 
band on all- our first peals. I may add that he was always in the 
next peal in the method.

It was always his wish to ring the * four fives,’ ‘ four sevens,’ * four 
eights’ and ‘ four nines’ of Stedman Caters, but all this did not 
materialise, as he moved to London. As you have recorded, we rang 
the 14 thousand, and after that it was the ‘ five twos ’ we wanted 
to ring. It was only bad luck in one of the band being kept at work 
on the railway that the peal was not rung. *

To see and hear Jim Hunt ring 7-8 was a treat. He had a flair for 
that pair once they were turned into the handstroke position, and 
he swung them along as if they were tower bells.

The older members of the Winchester Guild will recollect those two 
enthusiasts, Charles Willshire and James Hunt, and th& annual meet­
ings at Winchester or the meetings of our own district were always 
interesting when they were present. All will admit that their ideas 
were always of progress.

White memory lasts Jim Hunt will always be remembered by
A. H. PULLING. "
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BELLS AS “ LUXURIES.”
“ T H E Y  B E L O N G  T O  E N G L A N D .”

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Mr. F. H. Sinith is pleased to be witty, but he does not 

add anything to the discussion, and I  need not waste any time trying 
to reply to his letter.

Mr. T. Groombridge and Mr. F. E. Pitman talk more sense, but I 
think both of them are largely wrong.

The question is : Should parishes treat bells as ‘ necessities ’ and 
insure them against enemy action? or should they treat them as 
‘ luxuries ’ and trust to good fortune? Diocesan authorities seem in 
most cases to recommend the second course, and I  think they are 
right. ,

Of course, where there is plenty of money it is the proper thing 
to insure everything to the full, but there are not many parishes 
where they have not a great difficulty to make ends meet, and usually 
if the money is to be found for insurances, something else must go 
short. After all, considering the number of bells there are in the 
country, the number that have been damaged or destroyed is small, 
and though we must expect further raids when Hitler thinks he has 
got a freer hand' in Russia, the number is not likely to be so very 
large. In many of the cases where the bells do suffer we can con­
fidently expect that the same spirit and the same generosity that 
supplied the bells in the first inst ance'will in due time replace them, 
though there are a lot of other things that will have to come first.

But Mr. Pitman and Mr. Groombridge say that the Government 
have confiscated the bells and turned them into military objects; 
and, therefore, if they are damaged or destroyed, the Government 
should replace them with others equal in size and quality. %

I think that is a wrong way of looking at the matter. The Govern­
ment have not confiscated or even commandeered the bells. They 
have reserved the use of them to act as warnings in the case of 
invasion, and they have a perfect right to do so. The bells are not 
private property. In a sense they do .not belong to the local church 
authorities except as trustees.* They certainly do not belong to us 
ringers. They belong to England, and if England has need of them 
in her hour of danger, she has every right to use them, asking no 
man’s leave. One of the reasons for which some of them were 
originally put up was to sound the alarm in time of danger. We 
ringers must not complain if our personal wishes and conveniences 
have to stand by in the national interests, and much as we regret the 
ban we do not complain. What we do point out is that bells are 
not in the least likely to fulfil the purpose the Government intend. 
With our experience we know that they would be largely ineffectual. 
It is a pity the military authorities did not realise that before they 
imposed the ban, but in fairness there are one or two things to 
remember. We know now, though we did not at the time, how very 
serious was the danger of invasion in June, 1940, after the collapse 
of France and the loss of alL the equipment of our expeditionary 
force. We know something or the effort that had to be made to 
prepare the country for defence. And we need not -wonder that the 
authorities turned'to the only means of giving an alarm that lay to 
their hands—the ancient one of church bells. Probably they thought 
it might not be a good one, but there was nothing else. They were 
not, I imagine, thinking of towns and places where news would 
spread faster than men could get up into the steeples, but the 
remoter country districts where air borne invaders might be expected 
to be dropped. I doubt if, now, they attach much importance to 
the warning by church bells.

When the war is over every effort should be made, and no doubt 
will be made, to replace damage done by enemy action, but church 
bells have no particular claim to priority because they have been set 
apart to act,as warnings. We hear a lot of talk about military 
objectives, but much of it i# meaningless. The Government order has 
not increased in the slightest the risk of bells being damaged. We may 
be perfectly sure that not one German bomb has ever been dropped 
with the actual intention of damaging a church tower and its bells 
because they are military objectives. In totalitarian war every thing 

’ and every civilian, man, woman or child, is a military objective, if 
the Germans think they can get their way by -bombing them. They 
are not at war with the English army and air force only, they are 
at war with England and the English people.

I did not sav that there is no opposition to church bells. I was 
contradicting the assertion made by a correspondent in your paper 
that there is an organised body of persons with influence in Govern­
ment circles and high places who are trying and intend to try to- 
prohibit or curtail the general use of church bells. Opposition to some 
bells there is, always has been and probably always will be ; but the 
opposition is always local and temporary. A man often objects to 
ringing from a tower close to his Ktrnse and sometimes fee objects very 
loudly indeed. But'when that is stopped he does not care twopence 
what happens in the next village. Often enough when he is on 
holiday end hears bells in different circumstances he is quite charmed 
wjth them. ,

Very often he is quite a reasonable person, for some bells, hung as 
some bells are hung, and rung as some ringers ring, can easily be 
without much stretch of imagination a  nuisance to the people who 
live near. Generallv speaking in residential neighbourhoods bells 
are out of place unless their sound is properly regulated, and the 
ringing is good and at the proper t im e s. _  „  ,

C h u rc h  b e lls  h a v e  n o t y e t  lo s t  th e ir  a p p e a l to  t h e  o rd in a ry  E n glish- 
man LESLIE W. BllNCEi

T H E  “ Q U I S L I N G S ”  O F  T H E  E X E R C I S E .
DANGERS OF CARELESS TALK.

Sir,—Mr. Leslie W. Bunce says he fails to see what point there 
is in any of the remarks contained in my previous letters, to which 
I would ask—Does he want to «ee? It is no exaggeration to say 
that some people see no point in anything except what they write 
themselves, and’ Leslie W. Bunce strikes me as being one among 
these, as his remarks also about the Rev. A. A. Liney go to prove. 
Would anything or anyone convince your correspondent? I doubt it!

A careful survey of his last letter scarcely reveals two sentences 
which go together, and I imagine some of your readers must have 
had a good laugh from certain passages. For instance, he says, ‘ You 
can get all the musical accompaniment you need with smaller and 
less costly organs than are usually found in churches, though everyone 
would prefer the luxury of the full instrument,’ and he goes on to 
say, ‘ And the same with bells.’ Perhaps Mr. Bunce will tell the 
Exercise how to get all the campanological methods it needs on three 
bells which he advocates putting in village churches and one bell for 
town churches, or even how to play all the hymn tunes one requires 
to get on the same numbers (even if stationary hung, and I am no 
advocate of this type of bell)? Whether with wheels and ropes or 
hung 4 dead,’ I am afraid the majority of people would soon get 
4 fed up ’ with hearing 4 Three blind m ice/ or a monotonous ding, 
ding, ding, for very long at a stretch. It is not (as commonsense 
tells us) a question of preferring the 4 luxury ’ or full instrument as 
the fact that you must have it to get all the musical accompaniment 
you need. The only alternative is to lay down our 4 arms,’ so to 
speak.’ and refuse to 6ee the expansion of our art to newly-built 
churches or those reconstructed in blitzed areas altogether.

I m aware that there are 4 Quislings ’ in everything, and those 
members of the Exercise who favour this system I am afraid I can 
refer to them in no better terms. Mr. Groombridge rightly says 4 All 
ringers have a duty to keep the Exercise alive during these dark 
days,’ to which I would add * and to act as missionaries to the newly- 
constructed areas in the post-war years,* but many Smiths, Parkinsons 
and Bunces will do neither. Careless talk which is likely to give 
secrets to the 4 enemy ’ is a typical description of these three indi­
viduals’ letters. To talk about 4 what must be done is to hope that 
after the war some generous person will come forward/and find the 
money to replace them ’ is sheer careless talk and just the kind of 
remark to put some church councils off from insuring their bells 
against war damage. And to talk of three bells being sufficient for 
village churches and one bell for town churches is just as careless 
and a remark^ which any loyal campanologist ought to be wholly 
ashamed of.

There are two things which the Christian Church stands for— 
spiritual administration and the social uplifting of the people; and 
anything which goes to further either one or both of these things 
must be a necessity and certainly not a luxury. Thirty years ago 
bells might have been looked upon as luxuries more than to-day, for 
in those times people needed nothing to remind them of the prayers 
of the Church—they worshipped as a matter of duty. Any one thing 
which to-day can bring to the minds of the people the thought of 
the Church and all it stands for is surely serving a spiritual purpose : 
better still if  it can entice them inside, as the fascination of cam­
panology does—and%io single bell or ring of three, Mr. Bunce, can do 
this! I  like Mr. Groomoridge’s retaliatory remark, 4 if a clique 
combine to 6top ringing, what is this but organised opposition ?’ 
It should give Mr. Bunce something- to think about, but I don’t 
suppose even that would convince him. Finally, here is something 
which M r.. Bunce cannot deny. He says trumpets were never used 
in the service of the Church/ Either he made the remark in ignor­
ance, or he is not very conversant with his Bible, for in several 
places mention is made of trumpets for calling the people to solemn 
assembly—for instance, Joel, chapter ii, verse 15: 4 Blow the trumpet 
in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly.* Again in Numbers, 
chapter x, verses 1-2: 4 And the Lord spake unto Moses saying— 
Make thee two trumpets of silver, of a whole piece shalt thou make 
them, that thou mayest use th^m for the calling of the assembly.* 
If Mr. Bunce and others of his tvpe want to see the financial side of 
the Church righted, I suggest they bear in mind the words of Dr. 
Berry which I sj>oke of in one of my previous letters—that where 
things are right internally a great work is still' being done despite 
all tne difficulties : that the wq^chword of many of our present-day 
Church leaders has been 4 G o!’ rather than 4 Comelj I personally 
believe there to be as much religion in minds of men and women 
to-day as ever. But that flower of religion needs the right soil and 
atmosphere in which to grow and flourish. 4 ANTI-SILENT.’

EFFORTS TO STOP BELLS.
Dear Sir,—I was astonished to read a ringer’s letter patronising the 

idea that bells are 4 luxuries.’ Surely no ringer with a genuine love 
of bells and bellringing can hold such views, or, if he does, would be 
foolish enough to express them for all to read.

While I am inclined to agree that there is no organised opposition 
to bells, to say there are only half a score of people who have any 
intention of trying to stop the bells is sheer nonsense. I oan quote 
several instances where, definite efforts were made to stop the Dells 
being rung in various places, and no doubt there are many ringers 
with much wider experience than myself who can quote very many 
more cases.

(Continued on next page.)
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THE LATE MR. A. G. DRIVER.
AN APPRECIATION.

Mr. Alan R. Pink, of ’Oxford, who is now serving in the Royal 
Navy, writes expressing his great regret at the lamented death of Mr. 
A. G. Driver. He says: As you know, I ranked him among my 
greatest friends and benefactors in the Exercise, and I feel that, 
although I am not in a position to collate aU the evidence of his 
genius, I must pay tribute to his memory by giving you a short 
summary of how his influence has touched me. In this way, and 
perhaps with others doing the same, we can arrive at some idea of 
his contribution to the art.

I have been in correspondence with him over a period of years, and 
I value it so highly that I have kept it all, and indexed it for future 
reference. It includes, I am certain, ideas of his which are not 
generally known, among them a full exposition of his system of proof, 
which is much simpler and shorter than that recently published in 
‘ The Ringing World.’ There are also many methods not rung, com­
positions, and ideas for developing methods. If considered necessary, 
I would lend it to a responsible person, in order that the Exercise 
should benefit permanently, but I should want it all back, as it was 
given to me through our friendship.

In our series of successes at Windsor we have him largely to thank 
for his help and advice. I find that I called a peal of Spliced Double 
Oxford, Plain Bob and Double Norwich, 5,008 changes, of his arrange­
ment at Warfield, and the first peal of Belvedere Surprise Major at 
Staines. This was his method, as was also the composition. The 
footnote to the peal is typical of the man when it says that he did 
not wish to claim it as his own. I remember this peal as being one 
of the best I ever rang, and we ran^ it at the ,first attempt without 
practice. If it were possible we would ring it again, half-muffled, to 
his memory.

I have called several of his compositions of Aslitead Surprise. An­
other outstanding achievement was the peal of Spliced Painswick, 
Yorkshire, Superlative and Cambridge at Old Windsor, the only one 
rung. This plan of splicing in separate leads was his. Cranbourne 
Surprise Major was worked out by him and also the composition.

His exploits in the splicing of Minor methods are better known to 
others,, and I will leave that to those who have rung them. He was 
in his lifetime a man of modesty, who never wished for the lime­
light, but I feel that now he is gone the least we can do is to make 
the Exercise aware of the magnitude of their loss.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
SMALL MEETING, BUT GOOD PRACTICE.

The October meeting of the Barnsley and District Society was held 
at Monk Bretton on the 11th instant, when members attended from 
Eastwood, Felkirk, Wath and the local company. The Church Hall 
was placed at the disposal of the ringers during the afternoon and 
evening, and handbells were made good use of. A splendid tea was 
very much appreciated and thoroughly enjoyed by all.

At the business meeting the Vicar (the Rev. G. Hodgshon) presided, 
and was elected an honorary member of the society. •

The Vicar said how pleased he was to meet the ringers once more. 
The best thanks of the society were given to the Vicar for the use of 
the hall and for all he had done in connection with the ‘meeting, and 
to the ladies for providing the tea.

Further handbell ringing followed in Minor, Triples and Major 
methods. Although the attendance was rather small, some very good 
ringing was enjoyed. «

It was decided to hold the next meeting at Wath-on-Dearne on 
Saturday, November 8th.

B E L L S  A S  ‘ L U X U R I E S . ’4»
(Continued from previous page.)

* If we accept the fact that there are ^ ch  people about, surely it 
is up to us to do all we can to see th a t" hey do not get away with 
the ‘ luxury ’ story as a means of preventing bells from being re­
placed. After all, the bulk of the public are * neutral ’ when it comes 
to bells and bells in existence they take for granted.

A few agitators, talking about money wasted on ‘ luxuries,’ would 
almost certainly rouse some of the ‘ neutral ’ public to support them.

I hope no one will start saying I am being chased by the now 
famous ‘ bogey,* because I am not a bit frightened that the anti-bell 
agitators will get their own way, but let us never patronise any idea 
which is against bells or bellringing. J. E. BAILEY.

WINCHESTER &  PORTSMOUTH GUILD.
ANNUAL REPORT. *

War time conditions made impossible the issue of the usual report 
of the Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild, and instead what 
is termed an unofficial pamphlet has been circulated to the members 
by the Master (Mr. George Williams) and the hon. general secretary 
(Mr. F. W. Rogers). /

In his introductory remarks Mr. Williams says: At their annual 
meeting at Winchester on Saturday, September 6th, the Guild decided 
not to print an annual report for 1940 owing to war conditions. Hence 
this small pamphlet is issued (unofficially) by myself, with the whole­
hearted support of our hon. treasurer and hon. general secretary. 
My reason for so doing was that, having the first fifty years’ reports 
bound up in two volumes, and the remaining years to 1939 intact, to 
make sure of getting some kind of 1940 record; this was my only 
alternative of keeping a record of the Guild’s continuity.

On getting an estimate as to costs of an eight-page pamphlet-, 1 
found little difference as to cost up to 200 copies. ^Therefore I hope 
to have enough to go round so that each affiliated tower can receive 
a copy, hoping my action will be appreciated not only by those who 
were at the annual meetirfg, but by the much larger number who were 
unable to attend.

This being an unofficial report, I make no comment on the year’s 
activities, beyond regrets at there being no official reporis for 1940, 
and an appeal to all members of the various towers to support the 
Guild under most trying circumstances (no ringing, meetings, etc.) 
by co-operating locally for silent tower or handbell ringing if possible. 
With these few remarks I have the hon. general secretary’s approval 
for his name to be associated in the usual way.—George Williams, 
Master; Fredk. W. Rogers, Hon. Gen. Sec.

A list of the affiliated towers is given with the tower secretaries, 
and the reports of the seven peals rung by the association in the 
early months of 1940. These consisted of 2 Cambridge Surprise Major, 
1 Double Norwich Court Bob Major, 1 Bob Major, 2 Bob Minor, and 
1 in three Minor methods.

Concerning these performances the Recorder of Peals wriies : Little 
comment is needed on the seven peals rung during the first five months 
of 1940, before the ban on open ringing was ifnposed; but a glance 
at the statistics will show that, although the peais were few and far 
between—due, presumably, to transport ana other war-time diffi­
culties—they were most encouraging, with a good variety of methods, 
and that the majority of the participants are resident members of 
the Guild. The young band from St. Michael’s, Basingstoke played 
a very prominent part, being responsible for three of the jieals. This 
band, however, like most others, nas now lost some of its members to 
H.M. Forces and other necessary war work, but we must all try to 
keep touch with the intricacies of our art, as far as possible, in order 
to be ready for the ultimate peals of victory.—Reginald A. Reed. 

Home Forces, July, 1941.

„ B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  A S S O C I A T I O N .
USEFUL MEETING AT ILMINSTER.

A meeting was held at Ilminster on Saturday, October 11th, when 
ringers came from Taunton (St. Mary’s, St. James’ and Wilton 
towers), also from Yeovil, Drayton, Martock, Lyme Regis (including 
the ringing Vicar, the Rev. C. Carew Cox) and Ilminster. The tower 
bells were kept going, silently, of course, to Grandsire and Stedman 
Triples, Cambridge Surprise and Superlative Surprise and Double 
Norwich Major until about five o’clock when a move was made to the 
communal kitchen (a war-time institution where evacuee children 
have their meals while their foster parents are at work) to consume 
the eatables the ringers had been asked to bring with them owing to 
rationing^ difficulties. They were, however, supplied with cups of tea 
gratis. The tea arrangements were in the hands of the Misses Wigzell 
and Taylor.

Mr. T. H. Taffender, of London, now living in the neighbourhood, 
was really the moving spirit in getting the meeting arranged, so the 
local captain (Mr. D. G. Taylor) installed him as ringing master for 
the occasion, a post which, with his long experience as Master of the 
London County Association, he carried out exceedingly well.

Though there was no business to transact, various ringers got on 
their ‘ nind legs’ and did a bit of talking. The Vicar, the Rev.
G. G. Hi,ckman, welcomed the visitors and expressed his appreciation 
of the good work done by the association in the cause of ringing.

A sad note was struck when it was announced that MJr. James Hunt, 
the well-known Taunton ringer, had passed away the day before as 
a result of being involved in a motor accident on the previous Mon­
day. The meeting stood in silence for a moment as a mark of respect 
to his memory.

Q. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T I M A T E S  S U B M I T T E D  FOR N E W  C L O C K S , C H IM E  A D D IT IO N S ,  t REPAIRS 
OR R E P A IN T IN G  O F  D IALS .
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
(Continued from page 503.)

' GLOUCESTER AND N E W  GLOUCESTER  
SURPRISE.

In their nature and uses in method construction, Oxford 
Places are Very similar to Kerit Places. Sometimes the 
two sets are interchangeable, and this is useful in form­
ing- variations, but there are definite limitations to so 
doing;. A good'example of the use of these places isjjiven 
by Gloucester Surprise.

Gloucester S. New Gloucester
12345678 12345678
21436587 21435687
12435678 12346578
81346587 21436587

23145678 24135678
32416587 42316587
23146857 24136857
32418675 42318675

23481657 24381657
32846175 42836175
32481657 42381657
23846175 24836175

32486715 42386715
23847651 24837651
32846715 42836715
23487651 24387651

24378561 , 23478561
42735816 32745816
24738561 23748561
42375816 32475816 /
24735186 23745186
42371568 32471568
42735186 32745186

-  24371568 23471568

42317586 32417586
24135768 23145768
42315678 32415678
24136587 23146587

21435678 \ 21345678
12346587 12435687
21345678 21346578
12436587 > 12436587

14263857 14263857
Gloucester, which was first published by Mr. E. Bankes 

James in 1897, was one of the earliest Attempts to pro­
duce a new Surprise method on sound lines and, indeed, 
except for Bulwer’s New Cumberland, it was the firs't 
of the modern Major methods. It was designed to give 
all those qualities which men like Sir Arthur 'fleywood 
had decided were necessary for a good and musical 
method, and to a very large extent it fulfilled its author’s 
intentions. . •

Perhaps the principal quality aimed at was double 
dodging in front and behind on bells in their natural 
coursing order.* Heywood had laid it down that double 
dodging is the finest movement in change ringing, and

there is much to be said for that opinion, which finds 
confirmation in Double Norwich Major and Stedman 
Triples and Caters. But in method construction it is a 
general rule that we cannot have one good quality with­
out paying for it by the loss of other good qualities; and 
in methods on the Treble Bob Principle a rather exces­
sive price has usually to be paid for double dodging. 
Single dodging is natural to the principle, and three-pull 
and five-pull dodging; but to get double dodging the 
natural coursing order of the bells in the interior of the 
lead .usually has to be very much broken.

Gloucester, however, strikes as good a compromise 
between the rival tendencies as is possible, and though 
it cannot be ranked with the best of the Surprise methods 
comes well up in the second class.

The construction of the method is rather a compli­
cated one, but is easily understandable with a little 
trouble and thought. By ‘ construction ’ we mean the 
different shunts or Q Sets which break and regain the 
natural coursing order.

The method has in each lea'd three distinct shunts or 
operations which affect the position of the treble in cours­
ing order and produce the lead-end.

The first is the Court Shunt made at the first • and 
second cross-sections, in which the bell next in front of 
the treble makes fourths and thirds round it, with the 
result that the two bells change positions in coursing 
order. This shunt by itself would produce the lead-end 
3527486. >

The second is a slow work, similar to the slow work 
of Oxford and Kent Treble Bob, but made by three bells. 
The three bells immediately behind the treble in coursing 
order are retained on the front until it returns, when they 
take tjp the positions in coursing order in front of the 
treble. This shunt by itself would produce the lead-end 
8674523. '

The third is the Court Shunt in the second half-lead 
complementary to that in the first half-lead. /  

3527486, transposed by 8674523, transposed by 
3527486, gives 4263857, which is the actual lead-end of 
the method.

All the rest of the work in the method consists of 
operations on some of the working bells which break 
their coursing order and regain it within the lead. Of 
these operations the simplest and most easily under­
standable is the Oxford places'in 3-4 in the first section.

The work these places do is obvious. It is simply to 
prevent repetition of rows in the first section. Last week 
we saw that the Kent places in Albion serve a>like pur­
pose ; but there is this difference that, whereas Kent 
places break and regain natural coursing order within 
the section, Oxford places leave the two bells reversed in 
coursing order, and it is necessary to make another pair 
of them, later in the lead, to restore it. In Gloucester, 
as in Oxford Treble Bob, this is done in the last section. 
The natural coursing order is regained, but for nearly 
the whole lead 3,4, are doing each other’s work.

In the fourth and fifth sections of Gloucester we get 
two bells making places side by side. These look like 
Oxford places, but really they are not so ; they are caused 
by the three-bell slow work. ’ ,

Gloucester Surprise has many good qualities, but it also 
has serious defects. The lead-end is the same as Kent 
Treble Bob, the false course-ends are the same, and a 
fourth’s place bob with lengthening lead can be used.

(Continued on next page.)
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NOTICES.
KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Lewisham Dis­

trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at the 
Church of the Annunciation, Chislehur^t, on Saturday, 
October?.25th. Tower open for handbell ringing from
3 p.m. Service at 3.45 p.m., followed by tea and busi­
ness meeting.— A. G. Hill, Hon. Dis. Sec.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.— A 
meeting will be held at St. Peter’s, Tunbridge Wells, on 
Saturday, October 25th. Tower open 3 p.m. Handbells 
and eight silent bells. Come along and make ttfis a 
good meeting. ■ There is a good train and bus service.—  
C. A. Bassett, Hon. Sec.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Meeting 
at The Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey, on Saturday, 
October 25th. Handbells from 3 p.m. Tea 5.30. All 
welcome.— H. G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel Avenue, W at­
ford.

SURREY ASSOCIATION.— A meeting will be held 
at. Ewell on Saturday^ October 25th. Handbells avail­
able in the tower from 3 p.m. and after meeting. Service
4 p.m., followed by tea (4.45) and busirfess meeting. 
All ringers heartily welcome.— E. Q. Talbot, Hon. Sec. ;
G. W . Massey and A. T. Shelton, Dis. Secs.

A N C IE N T' SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The next meeting will be held at the Bell Foundry, White­
chapel, on Saturday, October 25th, at 3 p.m.— The 304th 
anniversary luncheon will be held at Slater’s Restaurant, 
Basinghall Street, E .C., on Saturday, November 8th, at
1.30 p.m. Tickets 6s. 6d. Latest date for application 
Tuesday, November 4th.— A. B. Peck, Branksome, 1, 
Eversfield Road, Reigate, Surrey.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA­
TIO N .— Northern Branch.— Meeting at Brierley Hill 
(D .V .), Saturday, October'25th. Tower bells 3 p.m. 
Tea 5.30 p.m. Social evening, handbells, etc., to follow. 
— Bernard C. Ashford, 9, Bowling Green Road, Stour­
bridge, Worcs.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— The 
annual committee meeting will be held at Hanley on 
Saturday, November 1st, at 3.30 p.m. A cup of tea will 
be provided, but members are requested to bring their 
own Sandwiches.' W ill those attending kindly notify 
T. W . G. Jones, 46, Harley Street, Hanley, Stoke-orr- 
Trent, Staffs? All towers are requested to send a repre­
sentative.— Andrew Thompson, 63, Whitehouse Road, 
Cross Heath, Newcastle, Staffs.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Elloe Deaneries 
Branch.— Quarterly meeting will be held at Donington 
on Saturday, November 1st. Service 3.30 p.m. Tea in 
the Dial Hall at 4.30 p.m. Will all those intending to 
come please let me know by Tuesday, October 28th?—  
W . A. Richardson, Glenside, Pinchbeck, Spalding.

OXFO RD DIOCESAN GLULD.— Reading Branch.—  
A meeting will be held at Tilehurst on Saturday, Novem­
ber 1st. Tower open at 3 p.m. for handbells. Service 
at 5 p.m. Tea at old National Schools, 6 p.m., at Is. 
per head. Please let me know by the 29th inst. how 
many for tea.— E. G. Foster, 401, London Road, Read­
ing.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Chertsey Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Chobham on Saturday, 
November 1st. Handbells ready 2.30 p.m. Time of 
meeting will be arranged to fit in with local requirements, j

Nominations for officers for 1942 at this meeting. Sub­
scriptions for 1941 are now overdue.— F. E. Hawthorne, 
Hon. Sec., 39, Queen’s Road, Thames Ditton.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Maidstone Dis­
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at Linton 
on Saturday, November 8th. Handbells available from 
3 p.m. Service at 4, followed by tea (by kind invitation 

1 of the Vicar) and business meeting. Please send your 
names in by Wednesday, November 5th.— C. H. Sone, 
Linton, Maidstone, Kent.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.— W . H. Shuker, general 
secretary of the Lancashire Association, has removed to 
36, Colwyn Avenue, Kingswood Estate, Fallowfield,
Manchester. --------------

H A N D B E L L S  W A N T E D  
W A N T E D .— A set of 12 (or more) handbells (Mears 

for preference), in good condition.— Send particulars, in­
cluding size, maker’s name, etc., to J. S. Roherts, 134, 
Croft Road,*.Swindon, Wilts. •

S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S .
(Continued from previous page.)

But few peals of Kent will run true to Gloucester; for the 
incidence of the falseness is different in the two methods. 
In Kent there is no liability to internal falseness in the 
Middle, Wrong and Home leads, but there is in Glouces­
ter. That very much restricts composition and makes the 
use of a sixth’s place bob almost a necessity. Can this 
defect be, removed by some more or less simple variation ?

The Oxford places in the first section could be made in 
5-6 instead of in 3-4, but as that would result in the bells 
coming up behind out of their natural coursing order, it 
would ruin the musical qualities of the method.

Kent places instead of Oxford places in 3-4 would get 
rid of the liability to internal falseness in the Middle, 
Wrong and Home leads and make all peals of Kent 
Treble Bob with the tenors together available; butt un­
fortunately, since fourths must be made, at the first cross- 
section, a bell would strike three consecutive blows in 
that position, and that, of course, is not allowed.

W e have another alternative. In the first section we 
can maki^ Kent places in 5-6 instead of Oxford places in 
3-4. That will give a clear-proof scale for the first sec­
tion and also for the fourth section where the worst of 
the trouble lay. The only section now liable to internal 
falseness is the third, where two bells, next each other in 
natural coursing order, make places side by side in 1- 2. 
This gives the false course-end B24365; but otherwise 
the variation has a clear-proof scale.

This amended version was published by Mr. Bankes 
James and called by him New Gloucester. Perhaps it 
would have been better if it had been given a distinct 
name so long as its relationship to the original Gloucester 
was pointed out and acknowledged. That, however, is 
no great matter.

For the purposes of composition, New Gloucester is a 
great improvement on old Gloucester, but it is not so 
comfortable a method to ring. Our experience of it is 
confined to leads included in spliced peals, but we found, 
as did the whole band, the place making in 5-6 awkward 
and uncomfortable, though, not particularly difficult.

The first peal of Gloucester was rung at St. Michael’s, 
Gloucester, in 1897, with Mr. John Austin as conductor; 
the first peal of New Gloucester was rung at All Saints’, 
Edmonton, in 1926, with Mr. James Parker as conductor.
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Cast in England 
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BRITISH EMPIRE

\

in
CANADA 

S. AFRICA 
NEW ZEALAND

Telephone 
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

FUTUKL OF LONDON BEL S.
During the pause which we have been enjoying from 

widespread air attack on this country, it- has been pos­
sible to take some stock of the damage which has been 
suffered by churches and of the losses among the bells. 
It is a sorry list, but the most amazing'"thing about it is 
that, while churches have proved one of the most vulner­
able targets for indiscriminate bombing, the actual loss 
of bells, sad as it is, is comparatively small. In many 
cases the churches have been destroyed, but the towers, 
presumably because of their extra strength, have with­
stood the shock and, except where fire has eaten up the 
contents, the bells have remained intact.

Unfortunately London city churches suffered badly 
in this respect, and the fires which have resulted from 
air raids nave robbed us of many noted peals, among them 
thre^ famous rings of twelve. Whether they will all 
eventually be restored to their former glory remains to 
be seen, and everyone will hope that when the time comes 
for the rebuilding of the churches the bells will arise from 
the ashes and devastation shorn of nothing of their earlier 
completeness. There is, however, some reason to doubt 
whether, for instance, the twelve bells of Bow will be 
replaced either in number or weight. The fabric of the 
church is in ruins, and the beautiful spire is apparently 
shaken by its ordeal. Its preservation is already being 
taken in hand, but whether it can safely carry again a 
ringing peal of twelve with a tenor of more than fifty 
hundredweights is a matter for experts to decide. Its 
structure has always provided something of a problem 
for bellhangers, and it may be that the architects will find 
that the effects of the bombing will make necessary a 
reduction in the swinging weight of the.bells when their 
future is considered. One thing that ought to be care­
fully watched is that no attempt should escape unchal­
lenged if it is sought to reduce Bow Bells to the status 
of a carillon or chime. W e  have not yet heard this sug­
gested ; it is the kind of thing which might be put forward 
as a solution of an architectural problem, and should be 
carefully watched. Better a lighter ring of bells than that 
Bow should be overtaken by the fate of Coventry Cathe­
dral.

Similarly we hope that the future of other bells will not 
be left to chance. There have been reports that St. 
Bride’s are to be restored to their former state by the 
newspaper men of Fleet Street, whose ‘ Parish Church ’ 
this is. If this proves to be true, as we hope it may be, 
St. Bride’s will be saved, and perhaps become more 
readily available for ringing than in recent years, when 
the strain of work in this nerve centre of the world of 

(Continued on page 518.)
i
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METHOD SPLICING
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and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in
• METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from • The Ringing World ’ Office, 
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JOHN NICOLL,
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Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.
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journalism was the reason given for the enforced and 
almost complete silence of the bells. Let us hope that 
the gift of the newspaper men, if it materialises, will 
provide a desire "for the ringing of the bells in proper 
times and seasons. What will happen in those other 
London churches where the bells, so seldom rung in re­
cent years, have now crashed into an inferno  ̂ is on the 
laps of the gods. Some, we fear, will never be restored. 
It is not being pessimistic to face facts. /  Can we> for in­
stance, expect that the long silent ring of ten at Horsley- 
down, or the eight at Coleman Street, will be replaced? 
If they are, we shall all rejoice, but ringers will have 
small cause to complain if they are not, for these, and 
many other peals of bells in the heart of London, have 
long remained neglected.

Naturally, ringers will look anxiously to see that the 
famous bells which have been in regular use are restored 
eventually, even though their replacement may be de­
layed, and we have no doubt that the London ringing 
societies will make it their special charge to keep in touch 
with all that goes on in this direction. W e feel, however, 
that their position will be a weak one unless they can 
support their advocacy with some kind of undertaking 
that the bells will be put to their proper use. No one can 
foretell what the future has in store, and there may be 
further damage to our cherished churches and bells be­
fore the war is over. What we would like to see, there­
fore, is collaboration between all the societies operating 
in the London area in using their combined influence 
with Church authorities to ensure the replacement of 
such bells as fall to enemy action. It is not too soon for 
consideration of the problem, so that some settled joint 
policy can be arrived at. In this matter none can afford 
to ignore the rest, and co-operation is the only method 
likely to carry any weight.

B E L L S  IN  T H E  I S L E  OF M A N .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Some time ago a correspondent enquired about bells in 
the Isle of Man, mentioning in particular the peal at St. Thomas', 
Douglas. As J  have recently had occasion to visit the island, I was 
able to obtain details of these bells, which are now a chime of eight 
by Taylor, the tenor weighing 12 cwt. 3 qr. 7 lb. An inscription on 
the tenor records that the original- six bells, installed in 1852, were 
destroyed by fire in February, 1912. They were recast in that year 
as a peal of six, but hung ‘ dead ’ in a steel frame and fitted with 
an Ellacombe chiming apparatus. Two trebles to complete the octave 
were added in 1926.

The eight bells at Peel are hung for ringing, but it would now be 
impossible' to swing the back six owing to the position of the outside 
hammers—two to each bell—of the carillon machine. My recollection 
of these bells, which I saw three years ago, is that they would other­
wise have been ringable, but as the wooden frame is of light con­
struction and six of the' bells swing the same way, there would 
probably be considerable movement. In any case I  observed a.'distinct 
hostility to any suggestion of ever ringing these bells again.

There are now five bells at the Government Chapel on Tynwald 
Hill, which also serves as the Parish Church for the village of St. 
John’s, but only the largest is hung for ringing. The other four 
bells, whiclj were added two years ago, are for the Westminster 
quarter chimes.

The Parish Church of Ramsey, the second largest town on the 
island, has only two bells, while the most imposing tower on the 
island, that of King William’s College, contains three bells by Taylor 
for use in connection with the clock. R. H. DOVE.

Leeds.

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

D A V ID  M A X O N . ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM
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HANDBELL PEALS.
BRENTWOOD, ESSEX.

THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
Oh Saturday, October 18, 1941, in Two Hours and Seventeen Minutes,

In t h e  B e l f r y  of  t h e  C h o r c h  o f  S i. T h o iia s -t h e .M a r t y r ,
A P E A L  O F  D O U B L E S ,  60M C H A N G E S ;

Being 1,440 Plain Bob and 3,600 Grandsire. Tenor size 16.
R o b e r t  C. H e a z b l  .............  1-2 | P i e . H. T c r n e r  (Essex Regt.) 3-4

E d w a r d  T . Sitcb ............  5-6

Conducted by H . T urner.
Witness— William T. Forrester.

First peal on handbells by all.
LEICESTER. •

THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
Oh Sunday, October 19, 1941, in Three Hours and Ten Minutes,

A t  T h e  W a y s id b , N a r b o r o u g h  R oad  S o o t h .
A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  C IN Q U E S ,  5006 C H A N G E S ;

Tenor size 15 in C.
A l f r e d  B a l l a r d  .............  1-2
P e r c y  L. H a r r i s o n  .............  3-4
G b o r g e  S. M o r r is  .............  5-6
Composed by F r e d k . H , D e x t e r .

H a r o l d  J. P o o l e ....................... 7-8
F r b d b r ic k  E . W ilson  . . .  9-10
Jo siah  M o r r is  .......................11-12

Conducted b y  H a r o l d  J. P o ole

3-4

Especially arranged and rung as a cttapliment to Mr. and Mrs 
J. P. Milner, of Kirklington, on the tenth anniversary of their mar­
riage. It was also a birthday compliment to the conductor.

SURFLEET, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD

(E l l o b  D e a n e r ie s  B r a n c h .) ,
On Sunday, October 19, 1941, in Two Hours and Four Minutes,

A t  G l y n  G a b t h ,
A P E A L  O F  B O B  M IN O R ,  6040 C H A N G E S ;

Tenor size 13 in E.
•E n id  M. R ich a rd so n  . . .  1-2 | R u pe r t  R ich a rd so n

I M r s . R .  R ich a rd so n .............  5-6
C o n d u cte d  b y  R o f e r t  R ic h a r d s o n .

Witness— Mrs. D . L? Tomlinson.
* First peal ‘ in hand.’ t  First peal of Minor ‘ in hand ’ away from 

the trebles.
SWINDON, WILTS.

THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
( H ig h c l if f b  S o c ie t y .)

On Friday, October 24, 1941, in Three Hours and Seven Minutes,
A t  H ig h c l if f e . 81, C o u n t y  R o a d ,

A  P E A L  O F  B O B  R O Y A L ,  S040 C H A N G E S ;
Tenor size 17 in B flat.

• D r n n is  W . S . S m o o t  .. .  1-2 I fW . B k r tr a m  K y n a s io n
tjACK S . R o b e r t s  .............  3-4 [ ‘ I vor  C . N. B e l l

R b v . M a l c o l m  C . C . M b l v il l b  . . .  9-10 
C o m p o se d  b y  E . M . A t k in s . C o n d u cte d  b y  R e v . M . C . C . M e l v il l e

* First attempt for a peal on ten bells. + First peal of Royal 
‘ in hand.’

5-6
7-8

M R . J. J M O S S  P E A L S .
Mr. Jesse J. Moss, of Bolsover, whose death we recorded last week, 

had rung 183 peals, many o f them in a variety of Surprise methods. 
The following is the list: Minor, in one method 1, in three methods 1, 
in five methods 1, Grandsire Triples 2, Bob Major 12, on handbells 2, 
Bob Royal 1, on handbells 1, Kent Treblo Bob Major 19, on. hand­
bells 2, Kent Treble Bob Royal 5, on handbells 1, Oxford Treble Bob 
Royal 1, Double Norwich Major 37, on handbells 2, Forward Major 1, 
Forward Royal 1, Little Bob Major 1, Little Bob Royal 1.

Surprise methods : Superlative 37, Cambridge 4, New Cambridge 5, 
London 9, Bristol 1, Norfolk 14, Yorkshire 16, Rutland 2, Pudsey 3.

■ - ■ — ----------- - X -  ■ .

STEDMAN’S PRINCIPLE.—When this system was first produced 
it is highly probable that the author of it was unacquainted with its 
merits farther than five bells, for in the old ‘ Campanalogia,’ in which 
it was first introduced to the Exercise, there is nothing farther con­
cerning it than the original on five. It seems have been most 
practised on seven in the»«ity of Norwich, where the art of ringing 
appears to have flourished ut an early period by boards and frames 
of peals in the steeple of St. Peter’s, Mancroft. Latterly the system 
has been practised to a great extent in the metropolis on seven, nine 
and eleven bells: being‘ much admired for the amusement it affords 
the ringer and the music it produces; but as it is too intricate,.for 
common practice it is confined to a few select performers.—William 
Shipway.

THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
. (Continued from page 508.)
LO N D O N  S U R P R ISE  R O Y A L .

The debates which created the greatest interest were 
not those on general and somewhat academic subjects, 
such as I referred to last week, but those which arose out 
of some discussion or dispute among ringers at the time. 
O f these debates an, outstanding example is that on Lon­
don Surprise Royal at Cambridge in 1908.

W hen the development o f method ringing began to ex­
tend to Royal, soon after the opening o f the century, it 
was natural that ringers should first turn their attention 
to the ten-bell variations o f the methods which were most 
esteemed, on eight bells, and especially Double Norwich 
and Cambridge, Superlative and London Surprise.

For the first two there were already acknowledged ex­
tensions. Cambridge was satisfactory in every w a y ; 
Double Norwich was not nearly so good  from a practical 
point o f view, but none better was to be had. For Super­
lative, Shipway had produced an extension to ten bells, 
and the first peal o f it was rung at W akefield in 1826. 
Law James revived the method and called one or two 
peals of it. He was very insistent that it was the only 
true Superlative Royal, and tried to induce the Council to 
say so and to refuse to recognise any rivals. I was not 
impressed by his arguments, and, judging from my ex­
perience in two abortive peal attempts, each over three 
hours in length, I think it very poor stuff indeed.

For London, no ten-bell extension had come down from 
the past, but London M ajor held the highest place in the 
estimation of ringers, and it was natural that, as soon as 
there were bands capable o f attempting a peal o f Lon­
don Royal, they should set themselves the task.

At least three bands made the attempt, but only one 
had any success; and on Novem ber 11th, 1907, a band of 
the College Youths rang at St. Dunstan’s, Stepney, 
5,040 changes o f a method which was published as Lon­
don Surprise Royal. Mr. George Price conducted, and 
about half the band came from his belfry o f Oxhey.

The figures o f the method, which was produced by Mr. 
Gabriel Lindoff, were published in due course, and a l­
most at once a strong controversy began in the pages 
o f ‘ The Bell N ew s.’ One thing was qhite evident. 
Though everybody seemed to have a general idea 
o f what London Surprise Royal should be, no one 
could prick such a method on paper. /All they 
could do was to get as near to it as possible, and since 
each man thought his own version was the nearest, there 
was not much chance o f any agreement, or o f any sound 
conclusion com ing out o f the controversy.

The men who took part were all clever and experi­
enced composers, but not one o f them knew anything 
about the mathematical laws/which control extensions o f 
methods. It was a matter which had never been ex­
plored. Men worked entirely by experiment, and their 
arguments were only attempts to justify the figures they 
had produced. I took part, though I did not put for­
ward a version of my own. I wrote one or two letters 
and a fairly long article, but though I was rather more 
impartial and detached than some o f the others (having 
no axe to grind) I did not then understand the nature of 
the problem of extension, for I accepted the theory that 
‘ places are the m ethod,’ which I have since found to be 
unsound. My most sensible contribution to the discus­
sion was to point out that since by common consent
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an exact London Royal did not exist, if we had to choose 
between those that were somewhat near, then the method 
which had been rung and which was in possession had 
the best title to the name. But that view pleased no­
body.

The battle was really for the possession of the name. 
Not one of the rival methods would have attracted much 
attention apart from its claim to be London Royal, nor 
did anyone contend that they had any particular merits in 
actual practice. It was another illustration of the fact 
that ringers have always been influenced by names. Call 
a method ‘ Surprise ’ and they think it must be worth 
ringing. Call a method ‘ Plain ’ and they hardly deign 
to give it a thought. London Surprise Major is the pre­
mier eight-bell method; London Surprise Royal must be 
the premier ten-bell method. In this they do not differ 
very much from ordinary people. Shakespeare, we re­
member, made Juliet ask, * W hat’s in a name?’ and go 
on to say, ‘ That which we call a rose by any other name 
would smell as sweet.’ But Juliet was an inexperienced 
girl, fourteen years old, and very much in love. She can 
hardly be taken as an authority on the matter, and very 
few of the thousands who quote her realise that almost 
the whole of her tragedy was due) to the fact that there 
was very much indeed in a name.

Law James, John Carter, Henry Dains, William 
Snowdon, Gabriel Lindoff, and others took part in the 
newspaper controversy. Of course, it settled nothing, 
and proved no more than that each thought he was right 
and the others wrong, which is the way of such contro­
versies.

Then the subject came before the Central Council. It 
was' raised by Frederick G. May, of Bristol, who had 
started the correspondence in ‘ The Bell News.’ His ac­
tion in the matter was due to the fact that he had received 
some years before an extension of London Surprise to 
ten bells from Mr. Bankes James, and his band had prac­
tised it -though without being able to ring a peal. He 
was, therefore, an interested party in much the same way 
as most of the other contestants were.

The debate was a long and keen one, but it did not add 
much to the general knowledge of the question. Law 
James, W . L. Catchpole, W . T . Cockerill, William 
Snowdon, Joseph Griffin, the president, and others took 
part, and in the end a resolution, moved by G. F. Attree 
and seconded by J. S. Pritchett, was passed which de­
clared that ‘ the Council declines to recognise any method 
hitherto rung or published as being entitled to the de­
signation of London Surprise Royal.’

In the circumstances it was the only course to take. 
The subject was so highly technical that the Council 
would hardly have been able to form a definite opinion 
even if the so-called experts had really understood it, and 
that, as I have said, they did not.

The one conclusion-which did>,clearly come 6ut of the 
whole controversy was that the London Surprise Royal 
ringers were wanting, and looking for, does not, and 
cannot, exist. With increased knowledge we can, now 
say why that is so ; and we can say what are the possi­
bilities and the limitations in the extension of the method. 
That, however, is outside my present subject.

At Canterbury in 1905 the Council debated the ques­
tion of Bob Triples and Grandsire Major. It arose out 
of the Methods Report which had condemned them as 
‘ illegitimate. ’ This had led to some feeling in the Exer­
cise, for there were a number of persons who thought

these methods useful for teaching and as steps in progress 
towards better things. At least two associations, the 
Chester and the Essex, had passed resolutions objecting 
to them being ruled out; and other people thought that 
the Methods Committee were attempting to dictate to 
ringers what they should practise, and they resented the 
dictation. (The committee really had only carried out 
the work entrusted to them by the Council.)

MR. F R ED  G. MAY
who was a member of the Council from 1900' 
to 1908 and at that time a.leading- conductor.

Afterwards lie went to South Africa.

To bring the matter to a head, and to give everybody 
an opportunity of expressing his opinion, I moved that 
‘ Bob Triples and Grandsire Major, not being legitimate 
methods, are not worthy of being practised, and that 
peals in them should not be booked.’

In doing so I referred to the contention that the Council 
had no right to say what ringers should ring and what 
they should not, and said I agreed with it, but I did main­
tain that the Council had undertaken to try to raise the 
standard of ringing, and if it thought these methods 
should not be rung, it should say so. There were scores 
of better methods, and there Was no real necessity for 
these for purposes of teaching. The adoption of the reso­
lution would help to raise the standard of ringing.

Heywood was always anxious that the Council should 
confine itself to advice and should avoid anything like
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an attempt to give directions, especially to the associa­
tions as to how they should act; and he suggested that 
the reference to. booking thd peals should be struck out. 
I was quite prepared for that, and agreed at once.

C. D. P. Davies strongly supported me, though his 
reasons probably differed a good deal from mine. T . L. 
Papillon and W . W . C. Baker urged the necessity for 
considering the needs of beginners, as did one or two 
others, though all of them expressed themselves as de­
sirous of discountenancing the methods. To Law James 
the resolution was not strong enough. He wanted to 
substitute ‘ all methods not legitimate ’ for ‘ Bob Triples 
and Grandsire Major,’ but the Council would not agree, 
and my resolution without the final sentence was carried 
without dissent.

Since then Bob Triples and Grandsire Major as- peal- 
ringing methods have died out. Not one peal has been 
rung of the latter and only one (or perhaps two) of the 
former. Perhaps I am getting more tolerant in my old 
age, but I do not think much harm would be done if an 
occasional peal of Bob Triples were rung now and then. 
I used to be rather proud of one I called on the back eight 
at Mancroft.

A matter on which many rfhgers have from time to 
time expressed strong opinions is the question of um­
pires for handbell peals. Some still think that no such 
peal should be accepted unless its truth is vouched for by 
an independent witness. The Council debated the ques­
tion on one or two occasions, and in 1895 decided that 
‘ where practicable there should be an umpire to every 
handbell peal. ’

It was a very tame and non-committal decision, but 
time and custom have settled the matter outside the

—S-----------------------------=---—--------- :--- ----—------ — --- -----------------
Council. Of course, it is quite possible for a band to say 
they have rung a peal on handbells when, as a matter of 
fact, they have done nothing of the sort. So far, the 
advocates of compulsory umpires are justified. But why 
should people make false claims of that sort? They 
gain nothing by it, for the only reward of ringing a peal 
is the satisfaction of knowing you have done it. There 
are a few people, perhaps, whose standards in the matter 
of truth in peal ringing are not too high, but they exist 
(so far as they do exist) among tower bell ringers as 
much or more as among handbell ringers. From ordinary 
bands, if they say they have rung a peal, we accept their 
word. If Mrs. Fletcher or Ernest Turner told me they 
had rung a peal on handbells I should believe them, and 
the sworn testimony of a dozen witnesses would add 
nothing to my belief. I see no particular reason why I 
should not have like confidence in other bands.

S T E D M A N  C I N Q U E S  IN C H U R C H .
On Oct. 19th at St. 'Margaret’s Prebendal Church at Leicester, a 

service for the nursing profession was held, and at the commencement 
a st>eci|l touch of Stedraan Cinques was rung on handbells by Alfred 
Ballard 1-2, George S. Morris 3-4, Percy L. Harrison 5-6, Ernest Morris 
(virger) 7-8, Inspector H.' J. Poole (conductor) 9-10, Josiali Morris 
11-12. The sermon was preached by Canon H. E. Fitzherbert, late 
president of the Midland Counties Association.

J \ M F S  H 1 T V T .
STERLING QUALITIES.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—May I  pay a small tribute to the memory of James 

Hunt? He was a man of honest and independent mind, and sterling 
worth and character. At Central Council meetings I could almost 
always depend on him being in opposition to me. He usually spoke 
and voted against me, but the more he opposed me the more I 
learnt to like and respect him, and 1 am hannv to know the feeling 
was reciprocated. J. ARMIGER TROLLOPE.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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THE 
W H I T E C H A P E L  
BELL FOUNDRY

E S T A B L IS H E D  1570

MEARS &  
S TAINBANK

• AT

34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD 
LONDON 

E.l
Te lep h o n e  B IShopsgate 2599

Founders of the new ring 
of twelve for

\

Liverpool Cathedral 
Tenor 82 cwt.

H AN D BELLS, B E L L ROPES, 
MUFFLES, 

Etc.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
It will be remembered that after the destruction* of the Church of 

St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol, thieves carted off the broken bell metal, and 
eventually received long terms of imprisonment for their pains. We 
are now informed that practically all the metal lias been recovered 
and restored to the churchwardens to be recast into bells when the 
war is over.

The death of Stephen Wood, during a raid on Bristol, is sadly 
recalled by the announcement that his brother, serving in the R.A.F., 
was recently killed in action. «

It .is interesting to note that a peal of Stedman Cinques has been 
rung on handbells at Leicester. We hope it is the precursor of many 
more performances of a similar kind. The peal was a wedding anni­
versary compliment to Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Milner, and also a birthday 
Compliment to Police Inspector Harold Poole, the conductor, whose 
many friends will be glad to see him back in the role in which in 
the past he has so greatly distinguished himself.

Another peal of interest is also recorded this week—Bob Minor at 
Surfleet, Lines, rung by Mr. and Mrs. Rupert Richardson and their 
daughter Enid. The latter had rung one peal on tower bells before 
the war began, but this was her first peal on handbells, and the family 
will be congratulated upon adding inis performance to their ringing 
achievements.

Enid, then only ten years of age, was the youngest member of the 
party who made the trip to Australia in 1954, but her limited ringing 
experience at that time did not permit of her taking any part in the 
performances. Since her return home, . however, she has been a 
regular member of Surfleet band.

In the ‘ Do you know?’ column of this week’s ‘ Sunday Tim es’ is 
the question, ‘ "What is campanology?’ Do any of our readers know?

On October 28th, 1876, a very ̂ interesting peal of Kent Treble Bob 
was rung at St. Matthew’s, Holbeck, Leeds. For many years John 
Reeves’ peal, 8,448 changes, was considered to be the extent with the 
tenors together. Then John Thorpe produced 8,864, and William 
{larrison 8,896. These are still unbeaten in the ordinary way, but 
James Lockwood, of Leeds, composed a 9,120, which came round with 
a single. It was rung in 1876 as stated above.

Eight members of the Norwich Diocesan Association, all of them 
over 70 years in age, rang at Pulham Market, on October 28th, 1922. 
a peal of Oxford Treble Bob Major.

On the same date in 1827, Henry Hubbard, the author of one of 
the text books on ringing, rang his first peal.

Henry Dains was born on October 29th, 1837.
The first peal of Oxford Treble Bob Maximus on handbells was 

rung at Sheffield on October 30th, 1811.
On October 31st, 1791, the Cambridge Youths rang 7,002 changes 

of Grandsire Quaters in 4 hours and three quarters.
Fifty years ago to-day 14 peals were rung. They consisted of Grand- 

sire Triples 3, Caters 1, Bob Triples 1, Oxford Bob Triples 1, Stedman 
Triples 2, Bob Major 1, Kent Treble Bob Major 3, Oxford Treble 
Maior 1, Double Norwich Court Bob Major 1.

The last was the first peal in the method at St. John’s, Waterloo 
Road, a steeple which before the last w'ar was very much associated 
with the method, when Mr. James E. Davis called some dozens of 
peals of it there.

Fifty years a»o next Monday a peal of Woodbine Treble Bob Major 
at St. John’s, Newcastle-on-Tyne, was ‘ the first rung under the electric 
light in the northern counties.*

I N V A L I D S .
Mr. William WillPon„ of Leicester, is, we regret to say, in Faire 

Hospital, Countess Street, Leicester, where he has to undergo an 
operation for the removal of an internal obstruction. Everyone will 
hope for his speedy recovery. He would appreciate letters from old 
friends.

Mr. Gabriel Lindoff, of Dublin, is still in a very weak condition. 
He has been removed from hospital to a Home of Rest in the city, 
where he will remain for the present, and, we hope, regain his strength.

Mr. W’illiam Seeley, an old member of the Bushey, Herts, band, is, 
we regret to say, in University College Hospital, London, where he 
is undergoing treatment for cancer of the tongue. He will be very 
pleased to see any of his old friends, who will find him in Ward B2. 
Visiting hours are Sundays, 3 to 4 p.m., and Tuesdays and Fridays,
4 to 5 p.m. Mr. Seeley, who was for some time captain of the belfry 
at Folkestone, joined the Bushey band in 1909 and shared in many of 
their former ringing successes.

• Another invalid is Mr. John Burford, of Bristol, who has been on 
the ‘ sick list ’ for some time.

M E L B O U R N E  R I & G E R  S D E A T H .
The death has occurred at the age of 73 years of Mr. William H. V. 

Preston, of Melbourne, Australia, where he was a member of St. Paul’s 
pathedral band for many years. He was senior technical assistant 
m the School o f Anatomy at Melbourne University, where he had 
been employed for 45 years, after having been a dresser at the Royal 
Melbourne Hospital. His whole time spent at the University had 
been ia the anatomy echool and he was known by everr medical man 
who had passed through the university during th«t 46 years.
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ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL BELLS.
ANNIVERSARY OP THE OPENING.

To-morrow is the sixty-third anniversary of the opening of the 
peal of twelvp bells at St. Paul’s Cathedral, which were rung for the 
first time on All Saints’ Day, 1878.

Up till then St. Paul’s had never possessed a ringing peal, which 
was rather > strange considering that London was proud of its bells 
and had many. In the old Cathedral thece was a ring of five in the 
centre tower, but they probably were lost in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, when the wood and lead spire, the'loftiest in Europe, over 

' 500ft. high, was struck by lightning and destroyed by fire. Near the 
Cathedral was a detached tower with some heavy bells, but they 
belonged to the Jesus Chapel, a separate corporation -which used the 
crypt of the main building.

T HE BELL TOWER OF ST. PA U L’S CATHEDRAL
[Photo by F. E. Dawe.

The tale goes that Henry VIII. staked the Jesus bells on a cast of 
dice with a man named Partridge and lost. Partridge broke up the 
bells and sold them. Afterwards (as Sir Henry Spelman relates with 
satisfaction in his ‘ History of Sacrilege ’ ) he came- to a bad end.

For a hundred years, old St. Paul’s had no bells of note, and when 
it was burnt in 1666, although Sir Christopher Wren provided two 
splendid bell towers to the new Cathedral, the only bells hung were 
the five-ton clock bell with its two ‘ jacks,’ in the southern tower, 
and a service bell in the northern tower.

Towards the end of the nineteenth century there was a great revival 
of life and activity at St. Pahl’s, brought about by several eminent 
and devoted men, including Dean Church, Dean Gregory, Canon 
Liddle and Sir John Stainer, the organist. Among the many im* 
provements were first a splendid ringing peal of twelve bells, and 
then- later the 17-ton bourdon bell.

The design of the ringing peal was largely entrusted to Sir Edmund 
Beckett, afterwards Lord Gnmtliorpe, who at the time was the recog- 

(Continued in cert column.)

WORCESTERSHIRE RINGER HONOURED.
MR. JAMES HEMMING TO BE NEXT MAYOR OF EVESHAM.
By the unanimous choice of the Town Council, Alderman James 

Hemming is to be the next Mayor of Evesham, Worcestershire. This 
honour has come to him after many years of devoted public service, 
which began as long ago as 1904, when he was first elected to Hampton 
Parish Council. He was elected chairman in 1917 and held the office 
until 1933, when the parish was absorbed into the borough of Evesham. 
He was then elected alderman for the newly-formed ward. He was 
appointed a Justice of the Peace in 1935.

Mr. Hemming was a member of Hampton Parochial Church Council 
from its. formation until two years ago, when h e . resigned, and he 
has served On other semi-public bodies.

He has had a long connection with church bellringing, and in 1911, 
on the formation of the Southern Branch of^the Worcestershire Asso­
ciation, was elected hon. secretary and treasurer Of the branch. He 
held the office for 25 years, and on his retirement was presented with 
a grandfather clock, with Westminster chimes, in appreciation of his 
long and, valued service. Throughout the 25 years and right up to the 
present time he lias served the association on the committee. He has 
rung 194 peals for the Worcestershire Association, conducting 58, and 
has also rung a number for the Gloucester and Bristol Diocesan 
Association

Ringers will join in congratulating Mr. Hemming on this crowning 
honour of his civic career and wish him and Mrs. Hemming a happy 
and successful year of office as Mayor and Mayoress of Evpshani. 
We hope it may be signalised by bells of victory and peace and that 
‘ Mr. Mayor ’ may be able to take his part in the ringing.

T H E  L A T E  M R  A .  G  D R I V E R .
MR, C. K. LEWIS’ TRIBUTE.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—May 1 add a few words to the eloquent tribute to Mr. 

A. G. Driver published in your issue of October 17tli. I  never had 
the privilege of meeting him, but we had corresponded for some years.

When I first became interested in the splicing of Minor methods, 
Mr. J. Wath put me into touch with Mr. 1 Driver, who provided me 
with tables, explanations and criticism, always kindly and constructive, 
of my efforts. He was quite unselfish and would explain the con­
struction of his extents, laying bare their s«crets, and he was the first 
man, I believe, to construct an extent with only eight bobs and also 
one with 27 bobs.

If any new idea was submitted to him or a new splice discovered 
he was the first to congratulate the discoverer. His whole attitude 
seemed to be that whatever knowledge he had acquired through hours 
of patient study and research should be passed on to those interested 
in the. clear and concise style of which he was a master. His ideals 
as regards the standards _ required in splicing were very high, but 
nevertheless were such as would allow ample scope while yet main­
taining a standard which would stand up to any criticism. No extent, 
however ingenious, would be admitted to his collection unless it con­
formed to the standards he had laid down.

The writer acknowledges with gratitude his debt to Mr. Driver and 
trusts he may be able to carry on, along with others more capable, 
the work and ideals of our late friend. C. KENNETH LEWIS.

P.S.—It should be pointed out that the extents in the 104-method
Seal conducted by Mr. G. E. Feirn were largely the work of Mr.

'river. ---------------
WIDOW’S THANKS.

To the Editor. ,
Sir,—May I (Mrs. A .; G. Driver), through ‘ The Ringing World,’ 

take this opportunity of expressing my thanks to all those kind 
friends who have written to me in my sad bereavement. -

60, Coleman Road, Belvedere, Kent. D. M. DRIVER.

ST.  P A U L ’S C A T H E D R A L  B E L L S
(Continued from previous column.)

nised authority on clocks and bells. Much of Grimtliorpe’s ideas are 
now discredited, but at St. Paul’s he apparently had not quite a free 
hand, and the Ijplls, cast by Taylors, of Loughborough, turned out 
to be an exceptionally noble' ring. They are not the style of bell now 
aimed at by founders, but, taking them as a whole, they have no 
superior in the country. The tenor is 62 cwt.

The cost of the bells was a little over £2,800, and another £1,300 
or £1,400 was spent on preparing the tower and belfry. To-day these 
figures would be about doubled.

The ringing was entrusted to the Ancient Society of College Youths, 
who then stood as the unchallenged leaders of the Exercise, not only 
in London, but throughout the countrv. Since then they had not 
failed to ring twice on Sundays until, at the start of the present war. 
the Cathedral authorities decided to Suspend ringing until peace 
returns. By common consent the standard of ringing his always 
been worthy of the Cathedral and the great city it adorns. The 
method rung is invariably Stedman Cinques, for Sir John Stainer, 
who took a great interest in the bells, forbade the tenor being turned 
in’ on Sundays.

The band'which rang the opening touch on November 1st. 1878. stood 
as follows: H. W. Haley, sen. 1, H. C. Haley, jun. 2, W. Cooter 3, 
J. Pettit 4, G. Mash 5, J. R. Haworth 6, G. Ferris 7, J. Dwight 8 
E. Horrex 9, G. A. Muskett 10, M. A. Wood 11, J. M. Haves and S 
Reeves tenor.
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CHURCH BELLS AND AIR RAIDS.
ENGLAND’ S' LOSS.

ANCIENT OAK BEAMS.
Although anything like complete information is still 

unavailable, it is now possible to form some estimate of 
the damage to church bells caused by the air raids of last 
autumn and winter. The worst, like the worst of the 
destruction- in general, was in London, where many 
iamous rings have been lost, as well as a_ number of 
single bells.

During a short walk through the City recently we 
noticed that steps are being taken to render safe the 
steeples of sgme of the destroyed churches. Both St. 
Mary-le-Bow and St. Augustine’s have scaffolding to the 
top. Extensive repairs are going on at St. Bride’s, afid 
the sound windows are being filled in with what looks 
like solid and permanent stone work. This probably is 
to strengthen the structure, but will prove a good thing 
when the new bells are hung. It seems likely that no 
attempt will be made to replace the destroyed bells of 
Bow with a similarly heavy ring.

In the provinces Bristol has suffered most, and the loss 
of the fine Rudhall ten at St. Nicholas’ is particularly re­
grettable. W e must be thankful that a large number of 
prominent and well-known Hngs are safe, although the 
churches to which they belong have been destroyed or 
damaged. These include St. Nicholas’ , Liverpool; St. 
Andrew’s, Plymouth, St. Martin’s, Birmingham; St. 
John’s, Waterloo Road, London', and others.

Here is a list of the hells we know to be destroyed. It 
is probably incomplete, and we shall be glad to hear any
definite information of other rings.
London:

St. Mary-le-Bow ... ... 12
St. Giles’ , Cripplegate ... ... ••• 12
St. Bride’s, Fleet Street ... ... ... 12
St. John’s, Horsleydown ... ... 10

* St. Clement Danes’ ... ... ••• ••• 10
St. Stephen’s, Coleman Street ... 8
St. Lawrence Jewry ... ... ... 8
St. Andrew’s, Holborn. ... ... ... 8
St. Dunstan’s-in-the-East ... ... 8
All Hallows’ , Barking ... ... 8
St. Mary’s, Bow, Stratford ... ... ... 8 
St. Mary’s, Matfelon, Whitechapel . ... 8
Christ Church, Blackfriars Road ... / 8 

Bromley:
SS. Peter and Paul’s ... ’ ... ••• 8 

Bristol:
St. Nicholas’ ... ... ... ••• 10
St. Mary-le-Port ... ... ■••• ••• ,8
St. Peter’s ... ... ••• ••• • ••• 8
St. Andrew’s, Clifton ... ... ... 8 

Liverpool:
St. Luke’s ... ... . ... ••• 8 

Plymouth:
Charles Church ... .., ... ... 10
“Stonehouse ... ... ... ... ... 8 

Southampton :
St. Mary’s ... ••• 10 

Swansea:
St. Mary’s ... ... ... ••• ... . 8 

Dibden (Hants) :
All Saints’ .............................  ................  8

Clyst (Devon) : St. George’s ... ..................  6
Also an Essex 5-bell tower.

WHERE DID THEY GROW?
• To the Editor.

Sir,—Some time ago a series of articles appeared in ‘ The Ringing 
World * on the development and construction of early bell frames.

Being interested (sentimentally) in English timber, especially oak, 
I hoped that someone would have described one of the really big jobs 
carried out in this, and tell us especially how the frames were carried 
in big towers, such as the great central towers of cathedrals, which 
are used as belfries.

Are these tcwecs spanned squarely by oak beams, and, if so, where 
did they grow?

We know that foreign and colonial timber can now be obtained 
which would easily span any tower. I have seen baulks of presumably 
Oregon pine enter our local works which required eignt railway 
wagons to take the length, but this w|ts not available for the old 
cathedrals and churches.

One afternoon recently I was looking at some of the churches, and 
especially towers in Herefordshire and Gloucestershire, among them 
Ledbury and Tewkesbury. I took no measurements, but from some 
pacing I did in the nave at Tewkesbury L concluded that the tower 
would be about 45ft. square, and, allowing for more than usually 
massive walls, would be probably 35ft. internally. I have never seen 
oak beams which would span this, an# there are doubtless bigger 
towers.

A few years ago H.M. Office of Works carried out some restoration 
work at Tretower Court, an old fortified farmhouse mansion near 
Crickhowell in Breconshire. I paid several visits while the work was 
proceeding. One feature was tne repair of a balcony on one side of 
a quadrangle, which, I believe, had received no attention for centuries, 
probably 400 years. The old timbers were scarfed in many places, 
but two new beams were used. They were splendid pieces of oak, 
33ft. long and 15£in. square.

Perhaps some reader familiar with big towers, or any ancient con­
struction work, will be good enough to say if these beams are excep­
tional and what manner of timber was used, or by what means frames 
with heavy rings of bells were supported in towers such as I have 
mentioned.

I have spotted several big oaks in my rambles. I have a snap of 
one here which would, I think, cut seven, perhaps nine, beams such 
as I have mentioned up to, say, 22ft. in length, but not one of 33ft.

R. ALSOP.
Ebbw Vale, Mon.

R IN G IN G  IN N O R T H  H A M P S H IR E .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In quoting another centre of activity amongst ringers in
* the Northern District of the Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan 

Guild, I suggest, sir, when making your comment that ‘ enthusiasm 
has long been less marked * in this area you were not fully aware 
of all the facts. If your remarks referred only to peal ringing or 
reports reaching your office for publication I agree with you, but if 
it was a general reference I do not agree.

Church bells were hung primarily to be rung on Sundays and 
festival days, and I suggest that there were but very few churches 
with peals ©f bells in this area,which were silent on such occasions.

One of the most northern villages of the diocese is named Woolton 
Hill, and what an example it would set to some other bands, in the 
South of England at any rate. The light peal of six was rung By a 
young band twice every Sunday and on every other available occasion; 
the ringers were enthusiastic and punctual. District meetings have 
been held there, but it is not an ideal place, as the tower is 6mall 
and it is ‘ in the wilds.’ I might add, too, that they were supporters 
of ‘ The Ringing World.’

Some years ago the local band rang a peal of Bob Minor, and when 
it was published in your paper enquiry was made as'to whether they 
were the youngest * locals ’ to ring a peal, but, I understand, no 
reply was given. In my opinion they are entitled to hoid such a 
claim.

This is but a ‘ second swallow,’ and I do not doubt that if a report 
was submitted from each tower in North Hampshire there would 
be enough to make a ‘ summer.’ T. J. LOCK.

57, Holloway’s Lane, North Mimms, Herts.

D E A T H  OF A N  I P S W I C H  R IN G E R .
The death took place on October 22nd at his residence in Sprin" 

Road, Ipswich, of Mr. James Smith, a well-known local ringer, ana 
a member of St. Margaret’s company, where he had been secretary 
of the band for many years. Although not a great peal ringer, he 
was very regular at the services and on practice nights. He was 
always willing to meet any visiting bands. He had reached the good 
old age of 81 years and had been ringing up till the time of the baft.

* His end was rather unexpected, as he was out as usual a few days 
before. His peal list did not exceed 10 and included a few of Bob 
Triples at Debenham over 40 years ago.

The funeral took place in Ipswich Cemetery on Saturday,' October 
25th, after a service at St. Margaret’s Church.
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OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.
SATISFACTORY RECRUITING CAMPAIGN.

At the beginning of term the Master and secretary of the society 
were in doubt as to whether many new members would be forth­
coming this year, and as a result of vigorous recruiting campaign 
was made by poster and personal contact through the colleges and 
laboratories of the university. In addition, on the first Sunday of 
term the society contmifgd its custom of ringing handbells before the 
undergraduate service at the Church of St; Mary the Virgin.

The general meeting was held on the following Tuesday evening 
October 14th, at 8 p.m., in Mr. J. E. Spice’s room, New College. As 
zero hour approached, the results of the propaganda drive became 
apparent. A room built to accommodate one was soon seating 28 
people, 20 of whom had never touched a bell in their lives Among 
the others were the president (the Rev. C. E. Wigg), the vice-president 
(Mr. H. Miles), the Master, the secretary and the treasurer.

After coffee had been served, the meeting opened, and the treasurer’s 
announcement of a very satisfactory balance in the bank was received 
with enthusiasm. '

The Master then reported the society’s activities during the past 
account of which has already appeared in ‘ The Ringing 

World ’—and he added the good news that during the long vacation 
the society had achieved its first handbell peal.

The' president welcomed the prospective members with a special word 
for one from Cambridge. He -congratulated the old members of the 
society on the way they had kept things going during the last year, 
and, on behalf c f  all members, he thanked Miss M. R. Cross for the 
help sher had given the society.

The Master spoke of the mental and physical potentialities of ring- 
ing and of its glamour. There was in change ringing something to 
suit most tastes.

Notice was given of the weekly meetings, Wednesdays, 8 p.m. in 
New College belfry, Saturdays at 5 p.m., and Sundays at 10 a.m. 
ior handbells in J. E. Spice’s room, New College. After a course of 
Grandsire Triples had been rung, the Master explained the workings 
9* 3 bell, using a model made by a former member of the society, 
Mr W. S. Gibbons. The meeting then adjourned to New College 
belfry, and for nearly an hour beginners were instructed in the 
mysteries of managing a bell.

It is said that if 10 per cent, o f beginners continue after the first 
one or two practices, the Ringing Master is satisfied. At each of the 
four following practices at least three-quarters of the beginners turned 
up, and the teachers were hard put to it to keep so large a number 
occupied all the time. But good progress has been made, and the 
society has every reason to look forward to a prosperous year. W. L.

A N C I E N T  S O C I E T Y  OF  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .
Like the majority of other associations, the. Ancient Society of 

College Youths have found it advisable to make no change in the 
officers during the war, and at the meeting last Saturday the Master 
(Mr. E. G. Fenn), the hon. secretary (Mr. A. B. Peck) and the 
treasurer were nominated to fill another year’s office. They will come 
up for election in a fortnight’s time.

The Master was supported by the treasurer, secretary and Messrs.
H. C. Alford, E. Lewis-Cockey, H. Hoskins, H. Langdon, R. F. Deal,
G. M. Mever, H. G. Miles, F. C. Newman, G. N. Price, J. A. G. 
Prior, R, Stannard, J. A. Trollope, E. A. Young, Gunner T. Fox and 
Pte. L. Fox.

Messrs. E. Lewis-Cockev and H. Hoskins were elected auditors.
Expressions of sympathy were expressed with Mr. W. H. Shuker, 

of Manchester, who has been bombed out of his home, and with Mr. 
Gabriel Lindoflf, of Dublin, in his indisposition.

The next meeting will be held at Slater’s Restaurant, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., on Saturday, November 8th, immediately after the 
luncheon.

L E E D S  A N D  D I S T R I C T  S O C I E T Y .
SILENT RINGING AT SHIPLEY.

At the October meeting of the Leeds and District Amalgamated 
Society, held at Shipley on Saturday, October 25th, handbells occupied 
the early part of the afternoon, and then the tower bells (from wliich 
the clappers had been removed) were tried in various methods until 
the business meeting, which was held in the tower.

The president was in the chair, and members were present from 
Armley, Bradford Cathedral, Headingley (St. Chad’s), Idle and the* 

4ocal company.
The President referred to the need of new members, as two had 

been lost by death since the last meeting. Their names were Joseph 
Bennett, of Headingley (St. Michael’s), and Frank Renton, of Leeds 
Parish Church.^ As a token of resDect the members stood in silence.

The next meeting is due to be held at Birstall on Saturday, Novem­
ber 29th.

After the business meeting further tower-bell ringing took place 
until * black-out * time.

Members will be pleased to know that Mr. George Titterington has 
almost recovered from hig accident. He had been thrown from a 
trolly-bus while assisting some person in difficulty to get on the bus, 
which had been started suddenly.

V A R I A T I O N .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I have been very interested in your articles on the 
Standard Methods, especially perhaps in what you have to say \vith 
regard to variation. In a seqse, I suppose all methods are variations 
of plain hunting, but for the purpose of reducing them to something 
like order a line mukt be drawn somewhere, otherwise we might find 
ourselves in the positioli of a man who, having realised the unity of 
the universe, lost all sense of distinction and so became blind, deaf 
and dumb. The difficulty is to know where to draw the line.

Here is a method you would probably be correct in saying is a 
variation of Albion Treble Bob, but its work seems a combination of 
Kent, Double Norwich and Duffleld. What do you think of it? It 
seems interesting in its wofrk and the music is good.

JAMES F. HARVEY.
17, Station Road, Baildon, Yorks.

12345678 68472531
21346587 86742513
12435678 - 68475231
21436587 86745213

24163857 87654123
42618375 78561432
24168357 87564123
42613875 78651432

24631857 , 87615423
42368175 78164532
24361857 87614523
42638175 78165432

46283715 71856342
64823751 17853624
46287315 71586342
64827351 17583624

15738264
[This is an excellent method. It should be compared with Earle 

Bulwer’s New Cumberland.—rEditor, ‘ The Ringing World.]

R O U N D  B L O C K S  A N D  T R A N S P O S I T I O N S .
To the Editor.

Sir,—The fact that Round Blocks and Transpositions are indisput­
ably established is sufficient proof that every Single Move is part and 
parcel of the construction oi any Method, Principle or System, and 
it is pure nonsense to pretend that the only function of some Moves 
is to remove the falseness from the Treble Bob Principle. The Single 
Moves and Transpositions of ‘ Gloucester ’ and ‘ New Gloucester ’ give 
the lie to that false theory. GEORGE BAKER.

'xl r North Street Quadrant, Brighton.

A  D E V O N  C H A N T R Y  T O W E R .
To the Editor. ,

Dear Sir,—In reply to Mr. Rayfield’s letter in your last issue, the 
following information occurs in ‘ Kelly’s Directory of Devonshire ’ : 
‘ Slapton is a parish and village on the shore of Start Bay . . . .  the 
church was restored in 1905 and was anciently attached to a monastic 
coiiege, founded here in 1350 by Sir Guy de Brian, knight, standard 
bearer to Edward the Third and one of the first holders of the Order 
of the Garter; the gateway tower, 80ft. in height, remains.* It is 
probable that more details would be forthcoming in the records of 
the Devonshire Association for the Advancement of Science, Literature 
and Art. If I or any other reader can lay hands on them, your 
correspondent will, I am sure, be welcome to them.

E. V. COX.
Tedburn St. Mary Rectory, Exeter.

TOWER WfAS PART OF COLLEGE.
Dear Sir,—WTith reference to Mr. R. G. Rayfield’s enquiry concern-' 

ing the tower at Slapton, Devon, this tower is the relic of a monastic 
college or chantry, which was founded by Sir Guy-de-Brian, who 
carried the standard of Edward III. at the siege of fcalais in 1346. 
The college was a celebrated seat of learning, and was suppressed by 
order of Henry VIII. It afterwards fell into ruins, but the shape of 
the original building may be traced.

The tower did not contain any bells, but was used as a part of the 
college, and this no doubt accounts for the two floors* which Mr. 
Ravfield refers to.* ' *

Sir Guy-de-Brian is frequently mentioned in history, and was the 
founder of the Ancient Corporation of the Township of Lansrharne, 
which is reputed to be the only one in this country. Langliarne is 
about 15 miles from Carmarthen on the coast line, and the great 
novelist. Richard Hughes, resides in the ancient castle. The Corpora­
tion holds meetings everv fortnight, and these are presided over by 
the Portreeve. There is also a foreman of the Grand Jury, a Recorder 
and two Common Attorneys. All the land in the village is owned by 
the Corporation, and they grant leases, etc. A great dav is ‘ Portreeve 
Sunday,* when the Portreeve entertains the Corporation.

Carmarthen. EDWARD J. THOMAS.
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GRANDSIRE CATERS.
THE DEVELOPM ENT OF COMPOSITION.

By E d g a r  C. S h e p h e r d .
The history of composition is the story of the develop­

ment of art forms. These art forms may be considered 
under two headings, the mathematical and the musical. 
The mathematical is of prime importance, securing truth, 
which is the first great essential in change ringing. It 
also comprises symmetry, the extent to which the bobs 
and singles are distributed in a graceful and systematic 
manner. Truth is indispensable, symmetry is an asset. 
Composition on numbers of bells up to and including- 
seven, concentrates, - of necessity, on the mathematical 
aspect. In touches, efforts are made to secure the 
greatest number of mtisical rows, but where extents are 
desired all rows, musical and unmusical, must be in­
cluded, so, beyond ensuring that 5-6 are the right way 
in Minor, little attention' can be paid to any musical plan. 
The merits of these extents are determined by the sym­
metry of the various plans of the? different composers., 

From Major upwards the musical aspect becomes of 
greater importance. Here the process is selective; one 
may choose the musical and to some extent reject the un­
musical. Truth is still indispensable; symmetry is still 
an asset; but the musical scope is greater. It has been 
found possible to marry the musical to the mathematical 
by adherence to the principle of fixing the heavy bells ; 
and for the establishment of this principle, the basis of 

all ringing on the higher numbers, the ring- 
5,670. ing Exercise is indebted to Benjamin
-------  Annable, who was born in 1702 and died

23456789 in 1756.
_________  The Rev. C. D ..P . Davies, in “  Sted-
53274968 7 man,’ wrote: 1 In the very infancy of 
73592846 7 Cater ringing it was soon found ^hat to 
93785624 7 leave the back bells in their coursing order 
83967452 7 rounds was intolerable,”  from which it 
63839275. 7 might be inferred that "before Annable’s 
43628597 7 time this was the plan on which Grandsire 
97485623 3 Caters was rung. But an examination of 

Six times this composition, given in ‘ Campana- 
repeated. logia,’ 1702, seems to show otherwise.

Here the 4th is the Half Hunt, and is 
brought home at each part-end. The disposition of the 
back bells is left entirely to chance.

THe same little book gives the follow-
11,340. ing 11,340, in which the 6th is the Half

----------- Hunt, coming home every 1,620 changes.
23456789 This seems to have been the plan on which
------ --------  * early touches and peals were composed, to
53274968 7 make the little bells the Half Hunts, bring- 
73592846 7 ing them home at part-ends, and leaving 
93785624 7 the heavy bells to take their chance. So, 
83967452 7 as Mr. Trollope in “  Stedman ”  points 
63849275 7 out, it is not generally understood in what 
38649275* 6 Annable’s improvement consisted. Trol- 
86349275 6 lope says: ‘ He (Annable) did not adopt 
46823597 7 the tittum position as an improvement on 
56458739 7 the handstrokp, or round at backstroke, or 
56274983 7 similar positions, for they were not prac- 
76592348 7 tised or known in his time. He used tit- 
96735824 7 turns in place of the original style in which 
36987452 7 the small bells were the half and quarter 
48326597 1 hunts, or the fixed bells, and the order of 

the large bells left mainly to chance.’ The

‘ Clavis,’ commenting on Annable’s improvements, says: 
‘ He saw no necessity for parting the tenors in a peal of 
either five or six thousand. He made the six perform 
her proper revolution in five courses, and five-six come 
home together every fifteen. This was- undoubtedly a 
very great addition to Bob Major, for those who did not 
admire the music of it before now confessed that it was 
considerably improved. Caters and Cinques, which he 
found in a rude and jumbled state, he threw into the har­
monious tittums where they still continue, and most likely
ever will remain.’ 

v 5076.
%

• 23456789 , ' « 1

43627589 1.4. * Four times re­

52493867 1
peated from the 
line, omitting the

43526978 78 last part, pro­
35426 78 duces 62453.
45623 89
65324 8 9 , Round with
53624 78 bobs at 3.8.10.17.
36524 78
56423 89
46325 89 B. Annable.
35467289 89

A comparison of Annable’s 5,076, given here, with the
two peals above, reveals very clearly how order was es­
tablished out of the ‘ rude and jumbled state.’ The peal 
falls into five fairly regular parts, each part having one 
bell fixed behind the 9th. The pairs of long courses with 
their calls on 78 and 89 alternately, form a feature of all 
the early peals. The plan provided in the simplest way 
for a fairly long block of changes, and it complied with 
the convention that ordained as few calls as possible. A 
good many years had to pass before the short-course 
plan was received into favour.

Annable had, as. we can see, an acute sense of form, 
and the advantages of_his innovation were threefold. The 
musical gain was such that It has never been surpassed; 
composition was simplified and given the means of ex­
pansion and development; and the actual ringing must 
have improved considerably in quality, the regular paths 
of the great bells leading to better listening and conse­
quently better striking.

In 1756, two years before he joined the 
5,076. College Youths, John Holt called his
-------  5,076 of Grandsire Caters for the Society

23456789 of Union Scholars at St. Sepulchre’s,
--------------  Snow Hill, London. The composition,
43627589 1.4. given here, is upon Annable’s original
--------------  plan, and shows n° marked advance.

1 The solid block of long courses still forms 
78 the basis of the peal. Each part has 
78 been lengthened by two courses so that 
89 the peal becomes a four-part composi- 
89 tion. This peal contains no courses with 
78 the 5th behind the 9th, whereas Annable’s 
78 5,076 has eight such courses. The musi- 
89 cal advantage may therefore be said to 
89 rest with the older peal.
78 One or two special points regarding 
78 these early peals are worth noting. The 
89 plan of calling pairs of courses alternately

52493867
,43526978
35426978
45623
65324
53624
36524
56423
46325
63425
34625
65347289



October 31st, 1941. T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D . 527

Three times 89 and 78 fixed a bell behind the 9th for 
repeated a long period, but no particular attention 

from the line seems to have been given to the musical 
across gives value of that bell. The Tittum Position 

42657389 itself was satisfying enough, and the 
Round with value of the 6th behind the 9th was not 
bobs at 1.3. greatly heeded. Later iri' the century, 

8.13.14.15. John Martin, as we shall see, realised the 
value of the 6th and stressed it.

John Holt. Secondly, the method of changing the 
bell behind the 9th should be observed. 

The calling of a bob after the 89 lead, a call that cut out 
the course-end, is characteristic of the period. Lastly, 
the means of returning to rounds was a very clumsy pro­
cess, and was the only blot upon the beauty of the Tit­
tum Position. The big bells had to be split up, and one 
of them was obliged to remain in the hunt for as many 
as five leads. The two homing courses given here reveal 
how cumbersome the process was. Each of them takes 
306 changes, and each of them scatters the heavy bells.

Annable. Holt.
62453978 42657389

78638452 3 35492867 1 
69785324 5 ' 78369254 2 
436?8597 2 39785642 5 
23456789 7 75394826 5 

89765234 1 
26849375 1 
23456789 2 (P)

Other ways of bringing the bells round at backstroke 
were used by later composers, among them the plan of 
calling the 8th and 9th before, starting from 23456978. 
This brought, rounds in 12 leads (168 changes). But 
none of these methods compares with the beauty and 
simplicity of the Round-at-Handstroke plan.

This great discovery is credited to Francis Roberts. 
Roberts was apparently the leader of the Fulham band 
and a member of the Ancient Society pf College Youths. 
Very little is known of him, and none of his compositions 
seems to have survived. Nevertheless his name will al­
ways be remembered in connection with the important 
discovery that was destined to alter the whole future of 
ringing on nine and eleven bells. ‘ New Campanalogia ’ 
says: ‘ Mr. Francis Rob«rts first made this discovery, 
but the first peal was called by *Mr. George Patrick, at 
All Saints’ , Fulham, in'the county of Middlesex, about 
the year 1770.’ Too much importance should not be 
paid to this statement. * New Campanalogia ’ contains 
a great deal of loose information, and. Mr. Trollope points 
out that George Partrick (not George Patrick!) rang no 
peals after 1766.

(To be continued.)

A  D U B L I N  P E A L  OF T E N . |
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I  have iust been looking at Shipway’s ‘ Campanalogia,’ 
published in 1830, ana I see that he says there * is in Dublin a peal of 
ten, in a small tower erected by a private gentleman, 011 which 
change ringing is said to be practised; tenoT 7 cwt.’ Do any of your 
readers know anything about these bells? It would be interesting 
to know what became of them if they ever existed and who the 
gentlemar was. ‘ ENQUIRER.’

A  P R IS O N E R  O F  W A R
The wife of Sergt. J. Copley, R.A.F., of Barnsley, who was reported 

missing, has now received a telegram to say that he is alive and a 
prisoner of war.

NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with th« minitaiura charge of 1 / 6.

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  
MONDAY.

All communications should be sent'to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g ,  S u r r e y .  >.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— The 
annual committee meeting will be held at Hanley on 
Saturday, November 1st, at 3.30 p.iri. A cup of tea will 
be provided, but members are requested to bring their 
own sandwiches. All towers are requested to send a re­
presentative.— Andrew Thompson, 63, Whitehouse Road, 
Cross Heath, Newcastle, Staffs.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Elloe Deaneries 
Branch.— Quarterly meeting will be held at Donington 
on Saturday, November 1st. Service 3.30 p.m. Tea in 
the Dial Hall at 4.30 p.m.— W . A. Richardson, Glenside, 
Pinchbeck, Spalding.
* OXFO RD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Reading Branch.—  
A meeting will be held at Tilehurst on Saturday, Novem­
ber 1st. Tower open at 3 p.m. for handbells. Service 
at 5 p.m. Tea kt old National Schools, 6 p.m.— E. G. 
Foster, 401, London Road, Reading.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Chertsey Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Chobham on Saturday, 
November 1st. Handbells ready 2.3,0 p.m. Time of 
meeting will be arranged to fit in with local requirements. 
Nominations for officers for 1942 at this meeting. Sub­
scriptions for 1941'are now overdue.— F. E. Hawthorne, 
Hon. Sec., 39, Queen’s Road, Thames Ditton.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Maidstone Dis­
trict.— The anuual district meeting will be held at Linton 
on Saturday, November 8th. Handbells available from
3 p.m. Service at 4, followed by tea (by kind invitation 
of the Vicar) and business mee.ti'ng. Please send your 
names in by Wednesday, November 5th.— C. H. Sone, 
Linton, Maidstone,, Kent.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE Y O U T H S—  
The 304th anniversary luncheon will be held at Slater’s 
Restaurant, Basinghall Street, E .C., - on Saturday, 
November 8th, at 1.30 p.m. Tickets 6s. 6d. Latest date 
for application Tuesday, November 4th. Business meet­
ing and election of officers afterwards.— A. B. Peck, 
Branksome, 1, Eversfield Road, Reigate, Surrev.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Wath-on-Dearne on Saturday, 
November 8th. Handbells available Church House at
2.30 p.m. Tea, Is. ,6d. each, 5 p.m., Warburton’s Cafe. 
Those requiring tea must notify Mr. A. Gill, 84, Doncas­
ter Road, Wath-on-Dearne, near Rotherham. All are 
welcome.— D. Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, Chapel Street, 
Shafton, near Barnsley.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—;W . H. Shuker, general 
secretary of the Lancashire Association, has removed to 
36, Colwyn Avenue, Kingswood Estate, Fallowfield,
Manchester. --------------

H A N D B E I  L S  W  * NTET) .
W A N T E D .— A set of 12' (or more) handbells (Mears 

for preference), in good condition.— Send particulars, in­
cluding size, maker’s name, etc., to J. S. Roberts, 134, 
Croft Road, Swindon, Wilts.
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■ R O P E - S I G H T ,’ 1». lO d .; n in th  e d it io n ;  150 p a g e s ;  t r e a ts  P la in  B o b  
co m m en cin g  on th re e  b e l ls . '

‘ G R A N D S I R E ,’ 2s. lO d .: second e d itio n ; 204 p a g es, co m m en cin g  on 
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-* GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6£d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
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4 BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For .Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
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JOHN P R I T C H A R D  (Ropes) Ltd. 
LOUGHBOROUGH
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H ea d  O ffic e  a n d  W o r k s , Q u e e n  S t .,  D e rb y
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LONDON CITY CHURCHES.
The future of London’s bombed churches is a matter 

which concerns churchmen generally, and those who are 
lovers of those historic buildings will learn with some 
alarm that the Deputy Director of the National Buildings 
Record has suggested that some, including even the most 
notable among them, should not be replaced. Mr. John 
Summerson’s official position in this institution gives his 
views, which were expressed before the Architectural As­
sociation at a meeting in London, an importance which 
cannot be ignored. It is the business of the institution to 
supplement the existing graphic, photographic and other 
records of buildings of merit, which have been damaged 
or are in danger of damage by warfare, by adequate sur­
veys, as well as to make a record of damage to buildings 
and of evidence of history or construction which such 
damage often discloses. The urgency and importance of 
the task has been recognised by the Government, and the 
Minister of Works and Buildings has promised the full 
co-operation of his department. That fact alone will give 
weight to any proposals which may emanate from th6 
officials of the National Buildings Record, and the'sug­
gestion that the resjoration of any of W ren’s churches, 
except for museupi purposes, should not be undertaken, is, 
a disturbing one to -those who have regarded these build­
ings as part and parcel of London itself.

How far the opinions expressed are Mr. Summerson’s 
own, or represent the views of the organisation in which 
he holds so important a position, is uncertain, but it 
would, we think, be.a tragedy if these churches, hallowed 
by centuries of Christian usage, should be allowed lightly 
to pass out of existence.'' To lose W ren’s original build­
ings by the devastation of war is bad enough, to make 
this the excuse never to replace them savours of the pagan 
attitude to religion, which we condemn in our enemies.

When Wren undertook the rebiifilding of London 
churches after the Great Fire, he beautified the city not 
merely with the vision of an artist but with a practical 
realisation of the conditions he had to deal with. Where 
the church was open to the public gaze, such as St. Lau ­
rence Jewry, the whole structure w^| adorned; where the 
building was hidden from view he concentrated his skill . 
on the design of the tower, as in the case of St. Mary-le- 
Bow, or on the interior, as in the case of St. Stephen’s, 
Walbrook, and often on both, as at St. Bride’s, Fleet 
Street. He rebuilt'partly with the material that remained, 
but the vital fact not to be lost sight of is that he also re­
built on the sites dedicated for hundreds of years to the 
Christian faith. For this alone it would be a real disaster 
to our national life to make the present conditions an ex- 

(Continued on̂  page 530.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
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*
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in the World*
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'THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
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—as Illustration.
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GEO. STACEY, S S S k "
6, PARK ST., MINEHIAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

.
Study this latest ph&Be o f  the Art 
and learn h o w  to  practise  it.

The System is fully explained in 
‘ METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing World ' Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh. St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
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Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

cuse for destroying, except here and there as a museum, 
the age-old centres of London’s religious life.

It is true that some of the churches have been, in these 
later years, considerably denuded of worshippers, but that 
is not necessarily a proof that in the future the people will 
not return to the churches in these London parishes, or 
that to commercialise the sites now might not be a matter 
for perpetual regret in the years to come. London would 
not be any better for the wiping away pf these churches, 
and spiritually would be far worse off, for even their silent 
witness cannot be without effect. It may, of course, 
prove necessary in some few instances to sacrifice what 
has been regarded as a precious part of London’s heritage, 
its glorious city churches, but lightly to suggest that there 
is little or no point in restoring the buildings of W ren’s 
creation seems to us to savour of sacrilege. Once let. 
the idea get abroad in influential quarters that these 
churches are not needed and that, therefore, there is no 
necessity to reconstruct them, and a great tie with Lon­
don’s past, its people, its history and its religion may be 
lost. Once they have gone, gone also will be the cherished 
bells, which have marked the lives of untold generations 
of citizens by their pealing. Lovers of London churches 
will, we hope, watch carefully the trend of events and 
take appropriate action if any threatened abandonment of 
these historic buildings shows itself.

T H E  L A T E  M R . A .  G. D R I V E R .
MR. G. F. WOODHOUSE?S . TRIBUTE.

To the Editor;
Dear Sir,—I should like to add my tribute to the late Mr. A. G. 

Driver. After I had made a ringing machine and published a 
pamphlet about it, I got a postcard from him, ‘ Very nice, but it 
won’t splice.’

Splicing had not even occurred to me, and the machine had to be 
entirely redesigned so that it was possible to change the method 
while the machine was running. This took about three years to 
accomplish, during which time we had a long and interesting cor­
respondence, in which lie made many very valuable suggestions. I 
think we discussed every possible mechanism that could be used.

I  cannot be too grateful to him ior his encouragement and interest, 
in fact but for him the machine would never have been altered. I 
had the great pleasure of calling on him at Belvedere and getting to 
know this modest, kindly genius.

G. F. WGODHOUSE.
Sedbergh.

T H E  D E V I L  A M O N G  T H E  B E L L S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I remember reading an article in your paper some time 
ago, * The Devil Among the Bells.’ In my youth I lived at Hindhead, 
where the devil was mentioned a lot. The place was named the 
Devil’s Punch Bowl, and I must say I was scared a bit in going past 
it when I went to Bramsliott and Haslemere to ring.
" Here at Buxton I have come across a book at the publi library 
called * Herod’s Peal or Devil Among the Bells,’ which is remarkable 
for its history of the incidents referring to various towers about the 
country.

I think ringers would like to read the book. It is a volume of over 
300 pages, written by Russel Tliorndyke and published by Rich and 
Cowan, Solio Square, London, W .l.

I may say Grandsirc Bob Major, St. James’ Change and Herod’s 
Peal always excite the devil and cause him to do acts of violence, 
hence the sub-title, ‘ Devil Among the Bells.’

JESSE PUPLETT.
18, Victoria Park Road, Buxton.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

BELL. ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 yean. ’Phone 203.

D A V ID  M A X O N . ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM
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THE COLLEGE YOUTHS.
ANOTHER HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPT.

Besides the account of the College Youths described it) 
‘ The Kinging World ’ recently, the manuscript book 
damaged in the fire raid contained another account by a 
different writer and rather later in date. As history it is 
quite worthless, but it is interesting as showing how 
legends grow up and on what insubstantial grounds so 
many of the so-called historical statements about ringing 
are based.

It was written in 1849, soon after the society had come 
into possession of the copy of the original name and 
peal book, by a man named Francis Marshall, of whom I 
know nothing. The account reads as follows:—

An Epitome of the Art of Ringing, compiled from un­
impeachable sources of information, by Mr. Francis Mar­
shall, a Member, in 1849.

The First Company established for the promotion of 
the Art of Ringing were the College Youths. They were 
instituted November 5th, 1637, by a number of wealthy 
and influential individuals, a fact fully corroborated by 
the books containing the names of the members and trans­
actions of this society. Lord Brereton was the first Mas- 
’ter; he was succeeded by Sir Cliff Clifton, Knight, who in 
his turn was succeeded by persons of the first distinction.

W h o the inventor of the Art of Ringing was can only 
be conjectured, but there is every reason to ascribe the 
honour to-Mr. Fabian Steadman, who was born in the 
town of Cambridge in 1631 ; he afterwards became a mem­
ber of this Society, he composed various peals on five and 
six bells; being a printer by profession, he transferred his 
compositions to paper and distributed round the Country. 
It is but reasonable to infer that the company which he 
belonged to would be the first to avail themselves of his 
discoveries, and they must have made great .progress, as 
they were enabled to ring (on the occasion of a visit paid 
to Mr. Steadman) on March 30th, 1671, at St. Bennett’s, 
Cambridge, for the first time the beautiful production 
Since known after its author. In 1662 Mr. .Steadman pub­
lished a book styled Campanalogia, or the Art of Ring­
ing, which went through three editions previous to 1680. 
Before the extension of the Art to 8 or 10 bells, the 
ringers placed the 4th and 8th behind; on 10 bells 1, 2, 3, 
10 behind, or which others might be preferred, a plan 
even practised to the present Day and styled Mock 
Triples, Caters and Cinques.

On January 7th, 1689, the whole peal of Plain Bob 
Triples, containing 5,040 changes, with two singles, was 
rung at St. Sepulchre’s, Snow Hill, in 3 hours and 45 
minutes, composed by Mr. Anable, who also composed 
the first peal of Grandsire Triples, which, though false, 
was held in great repute until Mr. Holt’s peal was pro­
duced. At this time there were two other Companies 
established for the practice of the art, viz., The London 
Scholars, and the Union Scholars of whom we cannot ob­
tain any account; they do not appear to have existed long.

On Saturday, February 26th, 1726, the first peal of 
Bob Maximus containing 5,280 changes was rung at St. 
Bride’s, in which a Young Gentleman (Mr. Francis 
Geary) assisted; he was a Naval Officer and rose to the 
rank of Admiral, he commanded the Grand Fleet in 1789, 
and rang several other peals with the company; fre­
quently he met them in after life to amuse himself with 
the pastime of his early youth.

There was another distinguished member whom wc 
must not forget, viz., Mr. Benjamin Anable, to him we 
are indebted for the improvements in Cators and Cinques 
by throwing them into the tittum position (he died in 
1755, between 70 and 80 years of age).

The Company appear to have been in great repute up 
to 1800 being supported by the most wealthy and influen­
tial persons in the kingdom ; at one time they held their 
meetings at the Paul’s Head Tavern in the City, and on 
the anniversary day the members walked in procession to 
Bow Church to hear Divine Service; on this occasion the 
Company were preceded by their Beadle, dressed in a, 
Blue Great Coat &nd cocked hat trimmed with broad gold 
lace, carrying a splendid staff surmounted by a silver bell 
suspended in a massive frame of embossed silver, repre­
senting St. Bride’s and St. Martin’s Steeples. After 
divine service they returned in the same state to their 
Club House, and dined together in company with the 
Aldermen and other civil authorities. »

There was also at this time a branch of the Company 
called the Hertford College Youths, the members of which 
met and dined at fhe Town Hall, Hertford, annually, the 
chair being usually taken by the Marquis of Salisbury 
(who was a great patron of the art of ringing) supported 
by the Nobility and Gentry of the County.

In the year 1787 the company visited the City of York 
and rung in the Cathedral, on the ten bells, a peal of 
Grandsire Cators, and was the first peal ever rung in the 
North of England; on this occasion they were received 
with marked distinction and Hospitality, entertained by 
the Archbishop of York, the Bishops of Norwich, Oxford, 
Shrewsbury, and indeed most of the principal Gentry of 
the County.

The Company have been patronised by the most emi­
nent men, among whom will be found Dean Aldrich, Sir 
Matthew Hale, S. Blackwell, M .P ., Admiral Gearey, 
Lord Dysart, the late Marquis of Salisbury, the late S. 
Whitbread and his son, F. Powell, Esq., Judge Park, 
Lord Brereton, Lord Fitzroy Somerset, etc.

The Company have now a continuous record of all the 
peals rung by them from their first foundatipn to the 
present time, and is well worth the perusal of the Cam­
panologist.

The first three Peals of Minor were rung at St. 
Saviour’s, Southwark, on November 18th, 1684. The 
methods were Oxford Treble Bob, College Single, and 
Oxford Single, total 2,160 changes.
■» St. Sepulchre’s, Snow Hill,

On January 7th, 1689,
The Company rang the first Peal on eight bells; the 
method was Plain Bob Triples (containing 5,040 changes) 
with' two singles; it was accomplished in three hours and 
fifty-five minutes. Composed and conducted by Mr. Ben­
jamin Anable.

It is quite easy to see where the writer got his informa­
tion from. Most of it came from tfhe earlier manuscript 
and from the ‘ Clavis ’ ; the rest directly or indirectly 
from Shipway and Osborn, and the more or less vague 
memories of what old ringers like Wrilliam Lyford had 
talked about; while many of the statements are only 
guesses and glosses by the writer to enhance, as he sup­
posed, the fame and dignity of the society.

He says, for instance, that the founders were a num­
ber of wealthy and influential individuals, but he knew
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nothing whatever about them beyond the fact that the 
first two men in the list had titles. He calls the second 
Master Sir Cliff Clifton, as did all the writers who fol­
lowed him, but Clifton’s Christian name' actually was 
Clifford, and he did not receive his knighthood until 1661, 
twenty-three years after he held the office of Master of 
the College Youths.

That mistake is understandable and pardonable, but 
generally the writer uses his material very badly. He 
mixed up. the account of the 1690 peal of Triples from the 
earlier manuscript, with the reference to the 1730 peal 
of Bob Triples at Southwark in the ‘ Clavis.’

He sayS (following the ‘ Clavis ’ ) that Annable died 
in 1755, between 70 and 80 years of age; and a little later 
that he composed and conducted the peal at St. 
Sepulchre’s, when he would have been something between 
five and fifteen years old. Actually he was born in 1703 
and died in 1756.

This statement has do.ne perhaps more than anything 
else to discredit the claim of the College Youths to have 
rung the first five-thousand ever accomplished; but I 
think the evidence for it is sufficient, and there is good 
reason for believing it to have been a true peal, though 
it was not ‘ with two singles,’ and, of course, Annable 
had nothing to do with it. Strictly speaking, it was not 
fc’lain Bob Triples.

The statement that Annable composed ‘ the first peal 
of Grandsire Triples which though false was held in great 
repute until Mr. Holt’s peal was produced,’ is based on 
a misreading of what the authors of the ‘ Clavis ’ say. 
They did hot know very much about the matter, but the 
false peal they were referring to was the composition in 
‘ The Campanalogia ’ of 1702. It is there given as a 
half-peal and is true, but was often rung doubled by 
singles when it is false. Annable’s peal is true.. It is a 
bob-and-single peal somewhat older than Holt’s, and 
there seems to be no record of, it ever having been rung.

The statement that Stedman printed his peals on paper 
and distributed them throughout the country was made by 
Shipway on the authority of Parnell. Thpre is no reason 
to think it was more than a guess, and it is not very prob­
able. There was but one edition of Stedman’s ‘ Cam­
panalogia.’ The Society of Hertford College Youths was 
not a branch of the London society, though it borrowed 
the name,, and the chair at the annual dinner was never 
once taken by the Marquis of Salisbury, though on one 
occasion, when he was still only an earl, he was present. 
Lord Dacre then presided.

All through the manuscript the writer gives rein to 
his imagination when he thinks he can magnify the im­
portance of the society by bringing in the names of big 
people, and nowhere more so than in his account of the 
visit to York in 1787. Osborn tells us what actually hap­
pened, and he evidently derived his information directly 
or at secondhand from William Lyford, John Inville and 
Joseph Holdsworth, who were in the band.

A new ring of bells was hung, in the Parish Church of 
Halifax, and the College Youths ijiade the long journey 
down to the north to the opening. They rang a peal of 
Treble Bob on October 10th, and then went on to York 
where, two days later, they accomplished a peal of 
Grandsire Caters at the Minster. The visit attracted some 
attention in the city and came to the notice of the Arch­
bishop, Dr. William Markham, who sent them a couple 
of guineas to drink his health. The College Youths ac­

knowledged his generosity, but refused the money, be­
cause they considered themselves above that sort of thing 
and did not wish to be classed with the men who rang for 
what they could get out of it. It was characteristic of 
them, and the story rings true, but Marshall turns it into 
a tale of ‘ marked distinction and hospitality by the Arch-

T H E  T O W E R  OF ST.  S E P U L C H R E ’S C H U R C H ,  S N O W  H I L L  
Where the first peal was rung.

bishop of York, the Bishops of Norwich, Oxford and 
Shrewsbury and most of the principal gentry of the 
county.’ One rather wonders where he got all those pre­
lates from, especially as there was not, and never had 
been, a Bishop of Shrewsbury. Perhaps the explanation 
is that about this time the College Youths paid visits to 
the towns named, and the writer, or his informants, 
muddled up the accounts.

Most of the men who are said to have 1 patronised 
the society apparently had little or nothing to do with it.
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• Sir Matthew Hale’s name does not appear among the 
members, but it is not impossible that in his young days 
he may have belonged to it. Dean Aldrich almost cer­
tainly had nothing to do with it ; Francis Marshall evi­
dently included his name because the words Of his catch, 
The Bonny Christchurch Bells, are given in the appen­
dix to the ’  Clavis.’ ‘ F, Powell ’ was Joho Powell 
Powell, of Quex Park who, after being a Cumberland 
Youth for almost all his ringing career, joined the College 
Youths towards its close; as did William Shipway.

Lord Fitzroy Somerset was a soldier, who served on 
Wellington’s staff throughout the Peninsula W ar, and 
lost an arm at Waterloo. He commanded the English 
army in the Crimea and died there in 1855. Judge Park 
was Sir James Alan Park, a celebrated high court judge 
in the early years of the nineteenth century. W hat con­
nection these two latter had with the society cannot be 
said, but it must have been slight.

Mr. Justice Park was ‘ a lawyer of the old school, with 
•prejudices of the oldest.’ * He was singularly like His 
Majesty King George III., a fact of which he was proud. 
He was well versed in the more abstruse branches of the 
profession, and was generally respected by the public and 
the bar.’ Deeply, but narrowly religious, hot-tempered, 
irritable and rather old-womanish, with much self-com- 
placency, he was sometimes led by, his failings into ludi­
crous positions. A good tale is told to illustrate this side 
of his character. In one of the cases before him a little 
girl was called as a witness. It was his duty, before al­
lowing her to give evidence, to make sure that she under­
stood the nature of an oath, and, following the usual 
custom, he began to question her about religion and 

(Continued in next column.)

E A S T  G R T N S T E A D  & D I S T R I C T  G U IL D .
MEETING AT TUNBRIDGE WELLS.

On Saturday, October 25th, the East Grinstead and District Guild 
held a meeting in the belfry of St. Peter’s, Tunbridge Wells, and 
although the attendance was rather poor, some good practice was 
obtained on both handbells and the eight silent tower bells. The 
main attraction was an octave of miniature handbells belonging to 
Mr. E. J. Ladd.

Tea was partaken of in St. Peter’s Parish Hall, and although a 
rather large party had been catered for, those present soon showed 
themselves capable of eating double rations.

The main item of business was th6 appointment of a new treasurer 
in the place of Mr. R. D. Divall, who is being called up for military 
duties. After some discussion Mr. E. J. Oliver was appointed for the 
duration of war, and the moneys in the P.O. Savings. Bank were 
transferred to the joint care of Messrs. E. J. Oliver and A. L. Ryman.

A vote of thanks was passed to the Vicar for the use of the bells, 
to Mr. E. J. Ladd and Mr. B. Collison for §ilencing the bells, and 
to .the St. Peter’s ringers for defraying part cost' of teas. Further 
ringing in the tower brought the meeting to a close. The following 
towers were 'represented: East Grinstead, Hartfield, Penshurst^ Lam- 
berhurst, Wadhurst and the local company.

B E L L S  A S  D E O D A N D S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—With reference to the article in your issue of October 
17th, Ellacombe’s ‘ Church Bells of Devon * states that at * Axminster 
in 1662 John Brocas, 'while ringing the present (1864) fifth bell was 
strangled by the rope. The King claimed the bell as a deodand. The 
judges differed in opinion, and the bell remained in the church.’

In 1898 when t̂ ie remaining bells were recast by Mears the old fifth 
was spared from the furnace and hung above the new octave. Doubt­
less some of my fellow Devonians can confirm whether it still there.

Shipley, Yorks. E. <T. TAYLOR.

T H E  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .
(Continued from previous column.) 

whether she said her prayers. ‘ What do you do, my 
little maid,"’ he asked kindly, beaming at her with all the 
animation of his lively countenance, ‘ just before you 
get into bed?’ The Court tittered and the child blushed 
red with confusion, but the judge in his simplicity noticed 
nothing and repeated the question. Then he got his 
answer, but it was not the one he was expecting.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS



534 TH E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D . November 7th, 1941.

THE 
W H I T E C H A P E L  
BELL FOUNDRY
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E.l
T e lep h o n e  B IShopsgate 2599

Founders of the new ring 
of twelve for 

Liverpool Cathedral 
Tenor 82 cwt.

H AN D BELLS, B E L L ROPES, 
MUFFLES, 
i Etc.

BELFRY GOSSIP.
Congratulations to Mr. W . H. Barber, who reached his sixty-fifth 

birthday last Tuesday.
On November 1st, 1831, the Norwich Scholars rang 6,160 changes of 

Double Norwich Court Bob Major at St. Michael’s, Coslany, in that 
city. It was for long supposed to be-the longest length in the me! hod, 
but 60 years earlier 6,720 changes had been rung on the same bells.

Tile first peal by the Middlesex Association was rung on November 
1st, 1889. This was one of the two societies which united to form the 
present Middlesex County Association and London DiocesMi Guild.

The first peal of Kent Treble Bob Major in the Southern Hemisphere 
was rung on Nov. 2nd, 1934, at Holy Trinity Church, Hobart, Tas­
mania. A previous attempt had been lost after nearly three hours 
owing to the treble slipi)ing wheel. The Rector, Archdeacon Blackwood, 
was surprised that it did not count, since .the bells were going for a 
longer time than in the previous completed peal.

The first name peal on ten bells was rung by eleven Williams be­
longing to the Cumberland Youths at St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch, on 
November 3rd, 1796. William Shipway conducted.

The first peal of Superlative Surprise Major was rung on November 
5th, 1821, at St. Peter’s, Huddersfield. On the same date 34 years 
earlier 6,048 changes of Cambridge had been rung at Sheffield. That 
peal was false.

The Australian tourists rang another peal at Hobart (Bob Major 
this time) on November 6tli, 1934.

Fifty years ago to-day 13 peals were rung. They consisted of Bob 
Triples 1, Union Triples 1, Grandsire Triples 3, Grandsire Caters 2, 
Stedman Triples 2, Kent Treble Bob Major 3, and Oxford Treble Bob 
Major 1.

One of the Grandsire Caters was at St. Giles', Camberwell, and was 
Mr. James E. Davis’ first peal on ten bells.

The first peal on the heavy ring at Wells Cathedral was rung fifty 
years ago last Tuesday.

M R. I S A A C  E M E R Y .  •
The many friends of Mr. Isaac Emery will be pleased to hear that 

a letter was read at the Kent County Association meeting at Chislc- 
hurst on October 25th, in which he said that he was leaving hospital 
that day, though lie would not be able to come to the meeting. Mr. 
Emery has had a long spell in hospital, but we hope he will be per­
manently better for his recent severe operation.

J O I N T  M E M B E R S H I P  O F  L O N D O N  S O C IE T IE S .
A ROLL OF HONOUR.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—As opinion is divided with regard to the deletion of the 

rule banning joint membership of the Ancient Society of College 
Youths and the Royal Cumberland Youths, could not a scheihe t- 
devised whereby this* ban could be overcome in respect of distinguished 
ringers who have done well by the Exercise?

I would suggest that membership might be offered to noteworthy 
ringers of either society without the penalty of resigning or being 
struck off the other society’s books.

Such persons as might be invited to join in this way could be 
regardec&as forming a roll of honour ’ among ringers, and the invita­
tion be looked on as some slight recognition of their services.

Should a scheme of this nature be formulated, perhaps the lltiuies 
of persons so elected could be published at the Central Council meet­
ings annually. G. W. STEERE,

Sutton, Surrey. Hon. Sec., Royal Cumberlanc^Youtbs.

T H E  P A R S O N 'S  JOB.
‘ NOTHING LIKE IT.’

How would you like a country parson’s job? It ’s a busy life what­
ever we may think of it. Services, sermons, christenings, weddings 
funerals—they are only part of his work. The villagers bring their 
troubles to him, he has to be something of a Solomon in judgment, 
he has a finger in nearly every activity in the parish, and he is at it 
often from morning to night, seven days a week.

What do the parsons themselves think of it? One of them at a 
recent ringers’ meeting in his parish said in the course of conversa­
tion, when a reference had been made to his multifarious duties and 
the calls upon his time, ‘ Well, it’s exacting and strenuous and I  feel 
there is nothing like it, but sometimes, on the other hand—well, 1 
still feel tlfere’s nothing like it.'

A  C A N D I D A T E  F O R  C O N V O C A T I O N
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—While parliamentary elections are having a quiet time, 
the clergy of the Salisbury Diocese have the excitement of a keenlv 
contested election, no less than five candidates competing for a seat 
in Convocation. Needless to say, each has issued a circular stating

innovation and wifi commend itself to one pr two of your recent
correspondents. We mav well say, ‘ Other candidates f o r  C o n v o c a ­

tion, please copy.’ F. LI. EDWARDS. 
Kington Magna Rectory.
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I N F O R M A T I O N  W A N T E D .
To the Editor.

•Sir,—Can any reader supply the answers to the following questions :
1. Is there a peal of six anywhere lighter than the six at Tetsworth, 

Bucks, tenor 4 cwt. 2 qr. 25 lb .; if so, where, and weight of tenor? 
It should "be a ringing peal and not a chime or hung ‘ dead.s

2. Which are the heaviest five and which are the lightest 'five hung 
for ringing; weights of tenors? #

3. Which is the smallest tower in the country in which a ringing 
peal is hung, the number of bells contained, weight of tenor, the 
interior measurements of the bell chamber, the thickness of its walls 
and, if known, its height? I have heard say it is in Devon or 
Cornwall.

4. Which is the largest tower, number of bells contained and in­
terior measurements of bell chamber.

5. If another cliurcli exists in England besides that at Bromliam, 
Beds, which is dedicated to St. Owen, and, if so, where?

f ENQUIRER.’

IP S W IC H  R I N G E R S  WED.
The wedding took place at All Saints’ Church, Ipswich, on Satur­

day, October 25th. of Sergt. Ernest A. Hardman, R.A., and Corpl. 
Bertha Reeve, A.T.S., of Chingford, Essex. The bride is well known as 
a member of the St. Matthew’s Church company and S»t. Mary-le- 
Tower Society. Another well-known member of the Ipswich com­
panies of St. Clement’s and St. Mary-le-Tower, Corpl. Herbert 
Shemming, of the Suffolk Regt., was also recently married.

S T . P A U L S  C A T H E D R A L ,  M E L B O U R N E .
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY.

The annual meeting of the Melbourne St. Paul’s Cathedral Society 
was held in the vestry of the Cathedral on Tuesday evening, Aug. 5th.

The Precentor, the Rev.'H . 0. Hole, occupied the chair, and the 
following members were present : Messrs. J. W. Spencer, W. Hall, F. 
Broughton, A. Reeder, W. Waghom, E. Behan, T. Trottef, A. Hur- 
ford, J. Trotter and E. Knott.

The balance sheet showed a balance of £10 12s. Id.
The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : Captain, 

Mr. J. W. Spencer; vice-captain, Mr. A. Reeder; lion, secretary, Mr. 
W. Waghorn; steeplekeeper, Mr. T. Trotter; committee, Mr. E. Knott, 
Mr. F. Broughton and Mr. H. Ross.

It was agreed to make Mr. W. H. Preston, an old member of the 
society, a life member.

It was mentioned at the meeting that Mr. J. Murray would be
80 years of age on February 12th next, and the members decided to 
celebrate the ^vent, as Mr. Murray is still an active member.

The members were pleased to hear of the recovery of Mr. J. S. 
Goldsmith, a life member of 'this society, after his operation, and 
honed he will permanently be restored to'health.

The members of the society wisli to convey their best wishes to 
life members in England.

Since the annual meeting the passing away has been announced of 
Mr. W. H. Preston, one of the oldest ringers, who had been ringing 
at St. Paul’s Cathedral for the past 40 years, aged 73 years. Mr. 
W. H. Preston, came from Chatham, Kent, England.

WELLS CATHEDRAL.
A N O B L E  P E A L  OF B E L L S .

Last Tuesday was the fiftieth anniversary of the opening of the bells 
at Wells Cathedral after they had been reliung and augmented to ten. 
For many years previously they had been the heaviest octave in Eng­
land, the teiiQ*' weighing 56| cwt. Some of them were cast by Thomas 
Purdue in 1673, two were by Abel Rudhall in 1757, and the two tenors 
were by Taylors, of Loughborough, in 1877.

In 1891 the bells had become unringable and i,lie job of restoration 
was entrusted to Blackbourn and Greenleikf, of Salisbury, who supplied 
a cast-iroa frame. The two new trebles were by Mears and Stain bank.

A special band belonging to the Oxford Diocesan Guild was engaged 
for the opening, and after the dedication a peal of Stedman Caters 
was started for, with James W. Waslibrook as conductor. He called 
his own composition and he attempted to ring the heavy tenor single- 
handed.

The rest of the band was : Fred White 1, G. H. Philott 2, Charles 
Hounslow 3, the Rev. H. A. Cockey 4, the Rev. F. E. Robiuson 5, 
William W. Gifford 6, James Hinton 7, and Richard T. Hibbert 9.

The band was a picked one, drawn from several towers. Hounslow 
and Waslibrook came from Oxford, White from Appleton, Blackbourn 
and Gifford from Salisbury, Hinton from Bristol, Hibbert from Read­
ing, Philott from Cheltenham, and Robinson from Drayton. Each 
was a leading man in his home belfry.

Washbrook rang the tenor single-handed for three and a quarter 
hours, and then turned her over to William Greenleaf. It was  ̂
magnificent heavy bell performance, for with the old style of plain 
bearings it was very rare indeed for a bell to go well until it had 
been rung for some time. Four years later Washbrook completely 
eclipsed this feat and actually turned the bell single-handed in to a 
peal of Treble Bob Royal. This has often been stated to be the finest 
heavy bell performance on record.

The day following the Stednian Caters at the Cathedral \Vashbrook 
rang the 28 cwt. 'tenor at St. Cuthbert’s to Double Norwich Major. 
Robinson was at the sixth and Mr. Tom Hibbert at the seventh. On 
the next  ̂day Stedman Triples was rung at Prestbury, and another 
peal of Stednian Caters at Cheltenham in the evening. All the peals 
during thi visit were composed and called by Washbrook.

Only a very few peals have been rung since at Wells Cathedral, 
all of them Caters.

T H E  F I N E  W E S T  F R O N T  OF W E L L S  C A T H E D R A L .  T H E  B E L L S  A R E  IN T H E  R I G H T - H A N D  T O W E R .
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A VILLAGE MEETING.
DIFFICULTIES OVERCOME.
Bells as W arn ing  100 Ye&rs Ago.

A handful of members of tlife Guildford Ditocesan Guild met in the 
village of Chobham, Surrey, on Saturday, and, small though the

• gathering was, they did not regret their trouble. Chobham is in the 
Chertsey District''and. is not an easy place'to get at (for it lias no 
railway station), unless, of course, you have a car and petrol, a bicycle, 
a good pair of legs or a lot of patience to wait for the bus. Even 
the planning of the meeting was not easy and Mr. Frank Hawthqrne, 
the district secretary, had his arrangements nearly knocked on the 
head at the last moment. The ringing ‘ room,’ which is a gallery 
overlooking the interior of the church, was not available for handbell 
practice owing to two weddings, so last minute resort was had to a 
school classroom, where, in the interests of economy, there was no 
fire. But it served, although two of the early visitors quickly decided 
they had had enough and went home. They vanished on a bus just 
as another contingent arrived. The newcqmers might have done the 
same thing, for the change of venue was unknown, and after inquiring 
at the church and the neighbouring inn without result, they found 
the secretary scouring the village street for stray ringers. Then an­
other useful hour in handbell ringing was put in.

While this was in progress the secretary visited the four village 
‘ pubs ’ in turn before at length persuading the landlady of one tc 
provide a tea, which in duo course she did, and did well.

The little party attended, a special service, which the Vicar (the 
Rev. F. T. Robinson) kindly added to his numerous engagement* 
for the afternoon. He used a shortened form of the Guild’s service, 
pitched the note for the two hymns (which the congregation of eight 
ringers sang unaccompanied with great success), and then gave a short 
address from the chancel step. That service was typical of the spirit 
which animated the little gathering—sincerity and determination.

The Vicar referred to the fact that the bells had been stopped by 
the necessities of war and the activities o f the bellringers throughout 
the country had been almost entirely suspended. It was, therefore, 
a fine thing to find the Guild were doing -their best to keep the art 
and the Exercise going by means of handbells and maintaining interest. 
The abandonment of ringing was one of the sacrifices which we were 
having to make, and everyone was looking forward eagerly to the 
time when, ptfease God, the'bells would ring out for victory iind p<*ce 
and resume their place in interpreting the people’s joys and sorrows.

After the service the ringers liad their hastily provided tea at the 
King’s Arms, being generously entertained by the Guild lion, treasurer 
(Mr. J. Corbett), who presided over a brief business meeting, at which 
the retiring district officers were renominated en bloc. The election 
will take place at the annual meeting in the new year.

Mr. Corbett was also cordially thanked for his kindness.
During the visit of the ringers, it was discovered that in Chobham, 

at any rate, history was repeating itself. An old minute book has 
revealed that in the troublous days of 1830 a resolution w h s  passed 
by the ‘ Chobham Association for Detecting and Prosecuting Rioters 
and Incendiaries ’ appointing ‘ fire watchers ’ (fire raising being one 
of the weapons of those who were in rebellion against the existing 
order of tilings) and forming a body of men to go in search of the 
criminals. This ‘ Home Guard ’ was to be called out by ‘ ringing the 
bells of the parish church confusedly.’

Chobham, like other parishes, has once more got its wardens, its 
fire watchers and its Home Guard, with the bells ready to give a 
warning if need be.

The resolution of the Chobham Association was worded as follows:
‘ That if any tumultuous or riotous assembling of the people should 
take place alarm be forthwith given by ringing confusedly the parish 
bells and messengers be dispatched to give mformatiop to the repre­
sentative leaders. . . •

The -Vicar who presided over the vestry meeting m 1830, when that 
resolution was passed, was Charles J. jerram, who had been Vicar 
since 1810. He was followed by his son Thomas in 1834, who in turn 
was succeeded in 1854 by another member of the family, S. J. Jerram, 
who was incumbent until 1880. The latter’s son, Sir Martin Jerram, 
who was bom  in Chobham, commanded the second battle squadron 
at the Battle of Jutland, and flew his flag in the King George V. 
He was made G.C.M.G. for his services, and his banner of the Order 
hangs at the entrance to the chancel in Chobham Church. The 
portraits of all these hang in the vestry. . . . .

There is still a link of more than four hundred years in history in 
Chobham steeple, for in the present ring of eight-is a bell cast by 
William Culverden, brazier, of London, who died in 1522. It bears 
his shield, which embodies a bell and a rebus of his name, and an 
inscription in large crowned capitals, * Saneta Mergereta Ora Pro 
Nobis.’ There are also two bells by Richard Eldridge from the Wok­
ingham foundry dated 1597 and another cast in 1610, while, when the 
foundry-bad moved to Chertsey, William Eldridge, His grandson, e«st 
a further bell in 1684, all these, o f course, being replacements, for 
in the Edward VI. inventory there were already f?ur bells ‘ whereof 
the best waies ix. c. and the rest one under anoither according to 
the rate ’ The 1597 bells are inscribed, ‘ Oure hope is in the lorde, 
and the 1610 bell, 4 In trouble and adversitie the lord god heare thee. 
The pre-Reformation bell is now the sixth in the octave, an additional 
bell having been put in in 1«84 and the three trebles added within 
the last fifty years or so.

1 WREN S CHURCHES.
REBUILDING CONDEMNED.

St. Bride’s as a Museum?
Should Wren’s city churches, now in ruins as the result of enemy 

action, be rebuilt? Challenging views on the restoration of these 
and other historic buildings were, says ‘ The Daily Telegraph,’ ex­
pressed by Mr. John Summerson, deputy director (Jf the National 
Buildings Record, at a meeting of the Architectural Association in 
London. •

He thought f that the City churches, about half of which had now 
been destroyed by enemy action, shoifld not, generally speaking, ue 
rebuilt except in the few cases wlierev a substantial part of the old 
structure and fittings had survived.
,’ * The qualify of Wren’s churches varies enormously,' he said. ‘ Some 

were probably merely given a shape by him and the execution left to  ̂
someone else. The whole world admires St. Stephen’s, Walbrook, * 
but I doubt if anybody has seen much to admire in St. Mary Alder- 
mary or St. Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe.’

St. Bride’s, Fleet Street, or Christ Church, Greyfriars, might be 
rebuilt as a Wren museum. Models of all the other churche's, vanished 
or still existing, could be placed there, and the body of the church 
used as a concert hall.

There was sure to be a great drive from some quarters after the 
war for rebuilding Wren churches as they were, but ‘ we must keep 
in front of our minds the element, of futility this would involve.’

Mr. Summerson was not enthusiastic for the preservation of houses 
in which great men had been born or lived. Birthplaces were usually 
the least significant structures in a man’s life.

C H U R C H  B E L L S  A N D  A I R  R A I D S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Li your list of churches whose bells were destroyed during 
air raids no mention is made of the peal of six at St. Mary’s, Walton- 
on-the-Hill, Iiverpool. This church was completely devastated by 
fire, only the walls and tower being left standing. They were a peal 
by Rudhall with a tenor of 9 cwt. and for many years were rung by 
a very excellent local company. They were cast, I believe, in 1736 
and sent from Gloucester to Liverpool by canal. The first 5.040 i 
seven methods in Lancashire was rung on the bells on January 20tli, 
1891. GEORGE R. NEWTON.

57, Amptliill Road, Liverpool 17.

LONDON’S LOSS.
Dear Sir,—In your list of bells destroyed in air raids you omit two 

London pej*ls which you have already told us have been destroyed. 
They are St. George’s-in-the-East and St. John the Divine, Kenning- 
ton. Many of your readers would, I am sure, like to know what 
has happened to the bells at St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green; St. 
Mary’s, Islington; St. Vedast’s, Foster Lane; and St. Alphagcj’s, 
Greenwich, all of which churches have been at different times re­
ported as being destroyed. Can you or anyone else give us any 
information about these bells?

There are also other churches and bells in London that we should 
be relieved to know are safe. Has anything happened to St. James’ , 
Bermondsey; St. Paul’s, Sha dwell; All Saints’ , Poplar; Christ Church, 
Isle of Dogs; Holy Trinity, Newington; St. Mary’s, Rotherliitlie; St.

/Nicholas’ , Deptford: and St. George’s and St. Giles', Camberwell? 
If any ringers could let us know that all o j any of these churches 
with their bells are safe we should be very much relieved.

‘ LONDON COUNTY.’

B I C E N T E N A R Y  OF A  C A T L I N  P E A L .
The bells in the Parish Church of Horsell, Surrey, will shortly reach 

their 200th birthday. But unless something happens quickly—which 
is not likely — they will not ring to celebrate this auspicious 
anniversary. ^

At the time of the Edwardian inventory there were three bells in 
the steeple, 4 the best bie extymacion,’ 14v cwt. In addition, there 
was a saunce bell and* two sacring bells. Latei* the three were in­
creased to four, which in turn were taken down oh October 23rd, 
1741, and replaced by six new ones, which were rung for the first 
time on December 14th, 1741. They were cast by Robert Catlin and 
are now the only complete ^ix by this founder in Surrey. They all 
bear Catlin’s name or initials. The tenor has the names of the church­
wardens, but the name of the Vicar does not appear on either of 
them.

Typical of the style of inscriptions of those days are those on the 
3rd and 4th; ‘ Prosperity to the parish of Horsell,* 'Health and 
prosperity to all our benefactors.’

HANDLING A BELL.—It lias been justly observed that an awkward 
and ungraceful method of ringing is frequently acquired by attempt­
ing to ring rounds and claansres before the practitioner js capable oi 
properly managing a bell. It would be well for young practitioners 
to notice such ringers as have an easy and agreeable pull with th^m. 
and imitate their example.—William Shipway.
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BELLS AS NECESSITIES.
WHAT ARE RINGERS DOING ABOUT IT?

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—We are hearing a lot in these days about bells as luxuries, 

or otherwise, but the arguments which we are getting do not seem to 
lead us anywhere. The discussion seems to give your correspondent 
‘ Anti-Silent * opportunity for belabouring his opponents with a big 
stick and of flinging at them accusations like * Quislings of the Exer­
cise/ which are cheap but not very effective. I believe * Anti-Silent ’ 
began this discussion, and ho ought Hot to become so annoyed, as he 
apparently is, with those who disagree with him. (I suppose I shall 
now come in for castigation.) But doesn’t the whole thing boil down 
to this: One side lboks at the question, ‘ Are bells luxuries?’ from 
the aspect of ringers, the other side is looking at it from the immediate 
position of the Church?

To ringers the necessity for bells is as important-as the bat and 
ball to the cricketer or his clubs to the golfer. It is heresy to suggest 
to ringers that bells are luxuries, and I must admit that personally I 
am surprised that any ringer has the temerity to suggest that they 
are. It is the Church authorities, however, who are primarily re­
sponsible for this attitude of looking upon bells as luxuries, and it is 
those and most of all the ringers who do not share this view who 
should try and convince them otherwise.

But what are ringers doing about it? As far as I can see, very 
little. Some of them are moaning over the seeming indifference of 
churchmen in the matter, but in how many cases, I wonder, have 
serious representations been madp to the parochial councils on the 
subject of the insurance of the bells? How many associations have 
taken any action to support their local branches in this matter, and 
what has the Central Council done about it? The Coyncil, surely, 
as the central authority of the Exercise, ought long ago to have taken 
this question up through the channels which are open to them. They 
are in a position to approach the highest ecclesiastical quarters, where, 
if their representations have any weight at all, they could make their 
voice heard.

Ringers, associations. Central Council, what have they done? And 
echo answers, ‘ What?* ‘ PLAIN HUNT.’

S U R R E Y  A S S O C I A T I O N .
A meeting of the Surrey Association was held at Ewell on Saturday, 

October 25th. Handbells were put to good use in the tower in the 
afternoon, and courses and touches of Grandsire and Stedman Doubles 
and Triples and Bob Minor and Major were rung.

After a short service, conducted by the Vicar, the Rev. C. G. 
Holland, 25 ringers representing Banstead, 'Beddington, Croydon (St. 
John’s and St. Peter’s), Epsom (Christ Church), Ewell, Kingston and 
Leatherhead in the North-Western District, Bletclnngley, Merstham 
and Reigate in the Southern District, and West Grinstead, sat down 
to an enjoyable meal despite somewhat crowded accommodation.

Following tea a short business meeting of the North-Western 
District was held, presided over by the District Master, Mr. D. Cooper.

Before commencing the business those present stood for a few 
moments as a token of respect to the memory of Mr. F. G. Woodiss, 
who had passed away since the last meeting.

Messrs. J. Prior, of London, and H. Jones, of Croydon, were elected 
ringing members, and Mr. Edgar R. Rapley, of West Grinstead, was 
elected a compounding member of the association.

The following nominations were received for district officers for 
1942: Master, Mr. D. Cooper; treasurer, Mr. H. W. Simmons; secre­
tary, Mr. G. JW. Massey; auditor, Mr. H. N. Pitstow; committee, 
Mrs. C. H. Kippiii, Messrs. C. Potliecary, F. E. Collins, W. Massey 
and H. V. Young.

It was proposed that Mr. D. Cooper should act as secretary when 
the present district secretary joins 'H is Majesty’s Forces. Those 
present ^xtended to the secretary their best wishes for a safe and 
spee.dy return.

It was decided to hold the annual district'meeting at Leatherhead, 
probably during March. Croydon was chosen as an alternative place.

The subject of the revision of the association’s service forms was 
discussed, and the committee was asked to consider the matter further, 
particularly regarding the selection of hymns and tunes.

Thc#meeting closed with votes of thanks to the Vicar for conducting 
the service and for welcoming the association to the parish, to Mrs. 
J. Beams for the loan of her late husband’s handbells, to Mrs. 
Sycamore for the excellent catering arrangements, and to Mr. C. E. 
Read for making all other arrangements.

Handbells were again utilised until about 8.30 in methods up to 
Bob Major and Grandsire Caters.

A N C I E N T  O A K  B E A M S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Here are two passages which may provide Mr. Alsop 
vitli an answer to his enquiry.

‘ On the Blackmoor estate there is a small wood called Losel’s, of 
t few acres, that was lately furnished with a set of oaks of a peculiar 
growth and great value; they were tall and tapered like firs, but, stand­
ing near together, had very small heads, only a little brush without 
my large limbs. About 20 years ago the bridge near Hampton Court 
being much decayed, some trees were wanted for the repairs that 
.vere 50ft. long without bough and would measure 12in. diameter at' 
tfie little end. Twenty such trees did a purveyor find in this little 
vood, with this advantage, that many of them answered the descrip­
tion at 60ft. These trees were sold for £20 apiece.’—‘ Natural History 
}f Selborne,’ Penguin Edition, 1941, pp. 16-17.

‘ . . . . the Gelenos oak . . . .  stood about four miles from Newport, 
Monmouthshire, cut down in 1810; yielded 2,426 cubic feet of sound 
timber and six tons of bark, which realised about £600. The timber 
md bark from this one tree were about equal to the average produce 
>f three acres of oak coppice after 15 years’ growth.’— ‘ Observer’ s 
Book of Trees and Shrubs,’ Warne.

Oaks, of course, may take a matter of centuries to produce tijjiber 
of any great value, 'and the maximum height of these trees is only 
attained in woodland-forest conditions. Oaks growing in the open 
spread branches laterally and developed thick short boles. The dis­
appearance of the originally extensive oak forests in Britain appears 
to date back to pre-Roman limes, since evidence of iron smelting in 
the weald of Kent at this period indicates the use of wood in charcoal 
Suming. Ever since this early period increasing demands for timber 
have greatly reduced the woodland areas, until to-day very few’
‘ natural ’ woodlands exist, nearly all being plantation.

If planted-for timber, the tendency would be to fell much earlier 
than in natural forest, and hence a decrease in the number of ‘ out­
size ’ -oaks.

An interesting account of the history of British vegetation — 
especially woodland—occurs in ‘ The British Islands and Their Vege­
tation,’ A. G. Tansley, Cambs. Univ. Press, 1939.

D. G. BROWN.
24, Edward Street, Warwick.

D E A T H  OF M A N C H E S T E R  R IN G E R .
LEADER AT BROOKFIELD UNITARIAN CHURCH. -

Many bellringers in Lancashire and Cheshire will learn with regret 
of the death of Mr. Charlies Oilier, at the age of 77 years, at the 
home of his son, 26, Marland Crescent, Reddish, Lancashire, on 
October 25th.

The funeral service was held at Brookfield Church, Gorton, 
Manchester, on October 28th, prior to the interment at the Gorton 
Cemetery. The service was conducted by the Rev. Fred Cottier, who 
recalled the fact that Mr. O’ lier, well-known in bellringing circles, 
was a member of the Brookfield Church band for over forty years, 
and up to the time when the war emergency silenced the bells was 
acting leader of the band.

Mr. Oilier began ringing at the early age of 15'years at the village 
church of Church-Lawton in tlie Potteries, where he was born, a*nd 
was a well-known figure in most of the belfries in the district as a 
freauent and .welcome ringing visitor.

His business brought him to Manchester in the year 1900, and he 
lost no time in becoming a member of ihe band at Brookfield Unitarian 
Church, Gorton. In all he had taken an active part in over sixty 
peals, one of which was rung on the occasion of the death of Queen 
Victpria. He was an interested member of the Lancashire A ssociate  
and Chester Diocesan Guild.

Mr. Oilier was held in high esteem and respect by all who came in 
contact with him as a tactful leader and proficient ringer. At his 
funeral it was, of course, impossible for the church bells to be rung, 
but three of his belfry colleagues, with Mr. A. Barnes, rang rounds 
on handbells in the church as a token and tribute to a loyal, steadfast 
and excellent ringer and friend. F. C.

Mr. Ollier’s peals were rung for the Stoke Arcliidiaconal Association, 
.the Chester Diocesan Guild and the Lancashire Association, and were 
as follows . Minor in three methods 1, Grandsire Triples 16 (conducted 
2), Bob Triples 1, Oxford Bob Triples 1 (1), Stedman Triples 6. Bob 
Maior 9 (1). Kent Treble Bob Major 21 (1), Oxford Treble Bob Major
3. Double Norwich Major 6 (1), Spliced Kent and Oxford Treble Bob 
Major 1, Grandsire Caters 2, Bob Royal 1, Kent Treble Bob Royal 1, 
total 69, conducted 6.

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T I M A T E S  S U B M I T T E D  FOR N E W  C L O C K S , C H IM E  A D D IT IO N S ,  R EPAIRS 
OR  R E P A IN T IN G  O F  D IA LS .
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GRANDSIRE CATERS.
By E d g a r  C. S h e p h e r d .

THE DEVELOPM ENT OF COMPOSITION.
(Continued from page 527.)

Francis Roberts’ discovery of the plan of bringing 
Grandsire Caters round at hand is of great importance, 
and great credit is due to the inventor. To be able to 
bring the bells round in five leads was an immense im­
provement. The bells could remain in the Tittums until 
the very last few leads, the clumsy unmusical homing 
course was avoided, and the peal could roll home with 
dignity and grace.

The method of bringing the bells round at handstroke 
used by Roberts we do not know, but the following plans 
are to be found in common use in the works of George 
Gross, John Reeves and John Martin. The first of these 
is the’ familiar ‘ Round by 9th in and out at 2 ,’ from 
42563978, and the other is ‘ Round at hand from 62354978 
by bobs at 2,9.10.’

The three composers mentioned above, the suave John 
Reeves, stout old John Martin, of Leicester, and that 
gVand ringer and composer, George Gross, all flourished 
towards the end of the 18th century, and have left among 
their works evidence of their labours on Grandsire Caters. 
John Reeves was part author of the ‘ Clavis ’ (1788), and 
that work contains specimens of his compositions. His 
well-known 5,040 follows the plan of Annable and Holt, 
falls into five parts, and comes round from 42356978 by 
bobs at 3 .9 .II. More noteworthy, if not so regular, is his 
5,003, being Jhe first evidence of a peal of Caters of the 
minimum length.

The number of changes is 5,003. The peal is in four 
parts. The first, consisting of 13 courses, starts with 
bobs at 1 .4.5 , and then has two 78’s and two 89’s altern­
ately, and ends with the lead-end 24637589.

The second part has a bob at 1 ; and then eleven courses 
with two 89’s and two 78’s alternately and finishing with 
three 89’s.

The third part, consisting of ten courses, is called as 
the first ten of the first part, except that it starts wih a 
bob at 1 .

The fourth part is as the first, except that the first 
course has a bob at 7 only. The part-end is 42563978, 
and from it the bells are brought round by calling the 9th 
in and out at 2.

Some apology was deemed necessary at the publication 
of a peal of less than 5,040, for a footnote to the aboye is 
given as follows -

‘ It was a maxim formerly, not to constitute any num­
ber of changes of a peal, that is under 5,040, the extent 
that seven bells will produce, no practitioner would think 
of ringing a less number than the whole, for a peal of 
Triples; but it is no reason whv it should be the standard 
for a greater number of bells, for if 5,600 changes are 
rung, it is only deemed by the Exercise a five thousand ; 
therefore, why not as near fitfe thousand as possible; this

certainly is reason sufficient to constitute 5,000 changes a 
peal, and is as worthy of record as 5,040.’

Comforted by this reflection, Reeves goes on to give a 
5,021, a 5,039, and several longer lengths all* round at 

hand, including a 5,165, in which the horn- 
24365978 ing course is as given here.

Verv little advance is made from the old
64293857 7 plan. The alternate two-course method is 
89674523 1 still followed, the bell behind the 9th re- 
79856342 7 garded as of very little importance, and 
35729486 1 real use of the i>th still not apprehended.

The following comment on the 5,003 shows
this clearly:—

‘ It may be observed .in the above peal there are only 
four bells behind the ninth, viz., first the fifth, nex.t the 
third, then the fourth, and lastly the sixth; so that the 
second is omitted ; therefore, as it is unnecessary to use 
any more in peals of five thousand, we shall vary them, 
as some prefer the music of one bell behind the ninth, and 
some another.’

George Gross was a prominent member of the Cumber­
land Youths. He was distinguished as a composer and 
conductor in all the standard methods on 8, 10 and 12 
bells, and rang 142 peals. To the record of his last peal 
is added the following tribute:—

‘ On the third of May died Mr. George Gross, sen., who 
served the Society as Warner for twenty years, and by his 
abilities as Composer and hob-caller caused ‘the fame of 
this Society to be extended-through these kingdoms. His 
compositions in this Art are held in the highest estimation 
by all admirers of this Exercise: But more especially for 
his productions in Treble Bob, in which he surpassed all 
his contemporaries, and which will ever remain a lasting 
monument to his skill.’

Alas I his Treble Bob compositions have not remained 
as a monument. They are lost, a regrettable state of 
affairs, which Jasper Snowdon deeply deplored.

Gross left, nevertheless, a fine peal of Grandsire Caters, 
a 7,001, which he conducted at St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch, 
on November 13th, 1773.

7,001.
23456789 26543978 1.4.
--------------  56342 89
34256789 89 35642 9-3 The last twelve 
24653 97 65243 89 courses four times re- 
46253 89 25346 * 89 peated, calling the 
56472938 38 32546 ' 9-3 first course 8-3, pro- 
64572938 38 52643 89 ducing 42563.
52643 89 62345 89 Round as usual. 
26543 89 36245 9-3 
65243 89 23645 9-3 George Gross. 

63542 89 
53246 89

It will be seen at a glance that this peal breaks new 
ground. The use of short courses is the precursor of the 
modern plan, and the old method of placing a new bell 
behind the 9th by calling the 7th to dodge in 89 up (and

TOWER CLOCKS
W eight D riven  o r  E le ctr ic , b y  the 
W O R L D S  O L D E S T  M A K E R S  
ESTABLISHED O VER 30 0  YEARS  
Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

J. B. JOYCE & CO. LTD.
WHITCHURCH, SALOP.

Ve have experts visiting all parts of the British Isles, and shail be pleased 
to carry oat restorations or give reports' regarding any make of Tower Clock
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so cutting out the course-end) has given place to the more 
graceful 8-3 course. The peal contains the 60 eight-nines 
and the 60 nine-seven-eights.

The Tittum position was so excellent and' so much ad­
mired that it was deeply regretted that not more than some ; 
6,000 changes could be obtained with 789 undisturbed. 
The only way in which longer lengths could be secured 
was by introducing sections of non-Tittum ‘ music. 
Reeves and Gross tacked the extra portions* on to the 
front of the peal (as will be seen in the 7,(J01). John 
Martin, as we shall see, adopted a plan all his own.

Martin was composer to the Leicester Scholars at the 
height of their fame towards the end of the 18th century. 
He composed the 6,012 of Grandsire Caters rung*in 1776 
and the famous 10,080, rung in 1777. ■. His manuscript 
book is a most interesting piece of work, not only on 
account of the compositions, but also for the accompany­
ing comments, which give a clear insight of the com­
poser’s m!nd. He gives two leads of the plain course 
with the following comment:—

‘ I have hear prick’d two leads in (full?) length that it 
may be adapted to the Method, the Remainder of ye 
course I have prick’d the Back Stroke Leads of ye Treble, 
as above. ’

A bob block (four leads) is thus labelled :—
‘ These four leads are to Shoe ye Nature of a bob and 

how It is to Be Made according to the Method.’ *
His touches are built on a mixture of the long-course 

and short-course plans, and he uses 8-2 for placing a new 
bell behind the 9th; but his peals follow the traditional 
long-course plan.

A 5,040 by Martin starts with a course called 1,4 bring­
ing up the course-end 43627589. Then follow five equal 
parts all of eight courses and all called alike, except that 
the first course of the first has bobs at 1,5 and the others 
at 7,11. The remainder of the courses are produced by 
one 8.9 and then two 78’s and two 89’s alternatelv.

5,039.
23456789 56234978

43627589 1.4. 52364 7.12.
23564 78

43526978 1 .6. 53462 89
35426 78 43265 89
45623 89 32465 78

* 65324 89 24365 78
53624 78 34562 89
36524 78 45362 78
56423 * 89 35264 89
46325 89 25463 89
63425 78 54263 78
34625 78 42563 78

. Repeat the last Round by 9th in
10 courses twice, and out at 2.
calling the first
course 7,12 to pro­ John Martin, 1779.
duce 56234. •

This 5,039 contains what Martin calls ‘ the Long 
Twelve Hundred Course with the 6th behind ye'Ninth.’ 

This particular block of courses, to which frequent re­
ference is made in the composer’s book, was in his esti­
mation, the,very quintessence of Tittum ringing, and, as 
such, was very much to be desired. John Martin was the 
first composer to say quite plainly that he considered the 

(Continued in next column.)

NOTXES.
. THE CHARGE FOR NO'l ICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1 / 6.

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  
MONDAY.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Maidstone Dis­
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at Linton 
on Saturday, November 8th. Handbells available from 
■3 p.m. Service at 4, followed by tea (by kind invitation 
of the Vicar) and business meeting.— C. H. Sone, 
Linton, Maidstone, Kent.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The 304th anniversary luncheon will be held at Slater’s 
Restaurant, Basinghall Street, E .C., on Saturday, 
November 8th, at 1.30 p.m. Tickets 6s. 6d. Business 
meeting and election of officers afterwards.— A. B. Peck, 
Branksomej 1, Eversfield Road, Reigate, Surrey.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
’meeting will be held at Wath-on-Dearne on Saturday, 
November 8th. Handbells available Church House at
2.30 p.m. Tea, Is. 6d. each, 5 p.m., Warburton’s Cafe. 
Those requiring tea must notify Mr. A. Gill, 84, Doncas­
ter Road, Wath-on-Dearne, near Rotherham. All are 
welcome.— D. Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, Chapel Street, 
Shafton, near Barnsley.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Hinckley 
District.— Next silent ringing meeting is at Earl Shilton 
on Saturday, November 15th. Bells at 4.30 p.m. Hand­
bells, etc., at the Plough during the evening. All wel­
come.— W . A. Wood, Dis. Sec.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Watford 
District.— Annual district meeting, Saturday, November 
29th, at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey. Handbells 
from 3 p.m. Tea and business meeting 5 p.m. Names 
for tea to Mr. E. Jennings, 50, Rudolph Road, Bushey, 
by November 26th.— H. . G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel 
Avenue, Watford. »

B IR T H .
POST.— At the Radcliffe Maternity Home, Oxford, on 

Tuesday, October 28th, to Dorothy Elizabeth, wife of 
Richard A. Post, a daughter (Valerie Joan).

H A N D B E L L S  W A N T E D .
W A N T E D .— A set of 12 (or more) handbells (Mears 

for preference), in good condition.— Send particulars, in­
cluding size, maker’s name, etc., to J. S. Roberts,, 134, 
Croft Road, Swindon, Wilts. v

G R A N D S I R E  C A T E R S
(Continued from previous column.) 

music of his peals and touches to be o£ great importance. 
As a true child of the 18th century he reverenced Form, 
but at the same time his sensitive ear demanded the best 
music, and the latter consideration influenced him most. 
He loved the music of the Til turns, particularly with the 
6th behind the 9th, and it grieved him to feel that only 
a limited amount of pure Tittum music was possible. He 
knew that lengths exceeding some 6,000 changes must 
be patched up with non-Tittum music, and he sought by 
a means of his own to split up this inferior music and 
distribute it as regularly as possible among the more 

[ desirable portions of the peal.
(To be continued.)
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COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section n .  (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford Bob) ... ........................................................... . 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the abovs collection*
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ................................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B............................. 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF
* BELLS ..........  ..........  .............................................................. 1i

METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandaire Triples ..........  3
Cambridge Surprise Major .................  '2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ......................... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................  1 D
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New
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The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES

1 BOPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treat* Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

* GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 804 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete witn the Thompson Charts, etc.

STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope. 

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method
• on 5 to 11 bells, with touohes and peals, and proof ana composition. 
‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
‘ SURPRISE METHODS.' 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P.

Davies, M.A., F R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
Mies MARGARET E, SNOWDON
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s t o n ,  L a n c s

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6£d. each,’ or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I> Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

* BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and

pc shn vp
‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 

about to begin more advanced methods. 7$d. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a ball to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob ana Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:—  Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 /9  
(t copies for 15/-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 / - ) .
O b tainable on ly  p o st f r s s  fro m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V lo s e a is , n ear D aventry.

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
N 0TI0  FOR EAST HAWOUNC AND NON STRSTCNIHC 
Eat. 1 8 2 0  j n - . - . i . - j  Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raor y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  prloea In crease , 
p r e -w a r  q u ality , and send ua y o u r  old Bell Ropea  

fo r  rep airs  w hilat n ot In uae.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T 8  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S  *

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IXKSTAND In Solid Silver

Diam eter 2}in 2jin, 81i». 3Un. 4in. 4iin. 5in. Min 
Prioe IB /S 2 2 /a  2S /6  3 3 /6  4 2 /-  B2/8 8 7 /«  7 8  S

The Mn. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SMITH of DERBY
fo r C hurch  and T u rre t  Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, I  ondon, 

and throughout the world.
John Sm ith  & Sona, M idland C lock W ork s, 

D erby, Ltd.
H ead Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 4 S 5 6 9  Grams. CLOCKS, DhRBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams
Buildings, London, E.C.4.
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THE COLLEGE YOUTHS.
If there are among us any who are inclined to look de­

spondently on the present state of the Exercise and to 
despair of its future when the war is over, they would 
have done well to have been present last Saturday at the 
anniversary luncheon of the Society of College Youths. 
The function by its very existence is a source of inspira­
tion, fo/- it carries the mind back in unbroken sequence for 
more than three hundred ye&rs, and seems to give an 
assurance that so long as ringers are true to their calling 
their art will not fail. The days are dark and uncertain , 
now, but there have been days just as dark. To 
the men of those times it must often have seemed that the 
best of change ringing was over. Yet the storms were 
weathered and the Exercise came otit in the end stronger 
than ever. It would be idle to pretend that the silence of 
the bells, now for more than a year, will not seriously 
affect' ringing. It would be foolish to pretend that when 
peace comes we shall be able to pick up the threads just 
where we dropped them. Some ringers will be found to 
have lost their enthusiasm, and some will enter the bel­
fries no more. Some, alas, have gone abroad who will 
never return. Bands will be depleted and all of us will be 
older.

These things we must face, and we must face them, not 
in a ■spirit of pessimism, but as part of the price we are 
called on to pay for England and for freedom. W e are 
prepared to pay that price, but we must not stop there. 
W e must make up our minds that we are not merely 
going to put up with difficulties, but that we are going to 
overcome them, and we shall best do that by keeping our 
heads high, holding fast to our art, and maintaining con­
tact with our past history and our present friends.

That is where the Ancient Society of College Youths 
has deserved well of the Exercise. W e look to it as the 
symbol and embodiment of our history and traditions. 
W e look to it to maintain our connection with the great 
ringers of the past to whom we owe so much. And we 
are thankful to say it has not failed us. By bolding its 
fortnightly meeting without a break and under very diffi­
cult conditions it has done good service not only to the 
few who are able to attend but also the many who, de­
barred themselves from meeting other ringers, can yet 
feel that the life of the London Exercise is still flowing. 
For this no small praise is due to the officers, Mr. Fenn 
the Master, Mr. Peck the hon. secretary, and not least 
to Mr. A. A. Hughes the. treasurer.

And here we rrfake a suggestion. W hy should not the 
members of other associations, who are themselves by 
force of circumstances unable to hold as many meetings 

(Continued on page 542.)

GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON Ltd-
• CROYDON

Founders of the 
H E A V IE S T  BELLS

Cast in England

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE

in

CANADA 
• S. AFRICA 
NEW ZEALAND

Telephone 

Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120 ,
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(ESTABLISH ED 1833). I

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
MaKers of many of the largest and most important Clocks 

In the World.
CLOCKS R E PA IR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

‘ THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h l C h a m b e r s , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e , 

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGERS BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved 

—as Illustration, 
get. H ALL MARKED GOLD 45/-
H ALL MARKED SILVER . .  7/6 
G IL T  OR W H ITE M ETAL . .  4/- 
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, f S , ™
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how' to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
•METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing World ’ Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKING.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh. St. Albans, Linooln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

as they would like— why should not they make a point of 
visiting now and then their friends of the College Youths? 
W e know they would be welcomed, and perhaps a small 
seed might be sown which would lead after the war to 
closer co-operation among London ringers and a federa­
tion in which, while all the societies kept their own in­
dividualities and traditions intact, they would unite for 
closer friendship and the common weal. Gone, and we 
hope gone for ever, are the days when one society con­
sidered it could prosper only at the expense of others. 
When the war is over, London ringing will need all the 
co-operation that is possible, and it can best come about 
if the other societies are willing (and why should they 
not be willing?) to work together under the primacy of 
honour of the senior society, the College Youths.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .
MEETING AT CHISLEHURST.

The annual meeting of the Lewisham District .of the Kent County 
Association was held at the Church of the Annunciation, Chislehurst, 
on Saturday, October 25th, when about 30 members and friends from 
Bromley, Crayford, Chislehurst, Dartford, Eritli and Lewisham 
attended. *

This date being the dedication festival of the "church, the members 
attended the special evensong, at which the Vicar (the Rev. Canon 
R. S. Greaves) officiated.

Afterwards the Vicar entertained the members to tea and gave 
them a very warm welcome to Chislehurst. He also presided at the 
business meeting which followed.

Mr. T. Groombridge, sen., referred to the loss sustained by the 
local band by the recent death of its secretary, the late Mr. F. O. 
Earney.

The Chairman paid tribute to Mr. Earner's memory and asked the 
meeting to signify its esteem in the traditional manner.

Mr. *E. Barnett read a letter from Mr. Isaacs Emery saying he was 
leaving hospital that day, and thanking the members^ individually 
and collectively, for the kind messages he had received while under­
going treatment; also a message from Mr. ‘ Pat* Murphy, who is 
serving with His Majesty’s Forces abroad.

It was decided that the district secretary should write on behalf 
of the meeting to both Mr. Emery and Mr. Murphy.
—News, without definite addresses, was passed on about other serving 
members in various parts of the Empire, and training in America, 
and these also were remembered gratefully.. •

Mr. A. G. Hill (district secretary), Mr. T. Groombridge, jun., and 
Mr. E. Barnett (district representatives) and Mr. T. Groombridge, 
sen. (Ringing Master) were re-elected without other nominations being 
made. In tne case of Mr. Groombridge, sen., this reappointment 
continues an uninterrupted occupation of office in the district begin­
ning as long ago as 1903.

The niext meeting, to be held in January, was left to be arranged 
as circumstances allow, no definite place being selected. Mr. Wheadon 
undertook to try to arrange a visit to Dartford, and the chairman 
assured the -meeting that Chislehurst would be available if desired.

Mr. T. Groombridge, jun., expressed the opinion that the decision 
that church bells must be regarded as luxuries when the time comes 
to consider what rebuilding should be undertaken at the close of the 
war was deplorable. He was quickly aware- that he enjoyed the back­
ing of the meeting. After hearing a lucid explanation of the diffi­
culties surrounding this'question, given by the Vicar, who had attended 
the proceedings of the body appointed to consider its various aspects, 
there was a discussion, and it was decided that the district secretary 
and representatives in collaboration with the secretary of the associa­
tion should take the necessary steps to register regret and disapproval 
of the finding.

A vote of thanks to the Vicar for the use of the belfry, for his 
generous hospitality and for presiding at; the meeting, and to the 
ladies for their help at tea, was carried enthusiastically. The Vicar 
responded and declared the meeting closed. •

Ihirther handbell ringing filled the time until 7 p.m., when the 
member^ dispersed, after thanking Mr. E. Barnett for bringing his 
handbells for their use and entertainment.

BELL. ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL 
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

D A V ID  M A X O N . ROPE W0RK8, CRAHTHAM

/
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HANDBELL PEALS.
LIVERSEDGE, YORKSHIRE'

THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sunday, November 2, 1941, in Two Hours and Fourteen Minutes,

A t A .R .P . Post, 82, G reen  Bank,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, SOM CHANGES)

Tenor size 12 in F.
• H arold  S en ior ............ 1-2 I Fred Hodgson ....................  5-6

L e s lie  W . G. M orris .. .  3-4 | E rn est B. B b t is ....................  7-8
Composed by H. J. T ucker. Conducted by L eslie W . G. M orris.

* First peal on handbells. First peal on handbells as conductor.
OXFORD.

THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sunday, November 2, 1941, in Two Hours and 1 hirty Minutes, 

a t  N ew  C o lle g e ,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5840 CHANGES;

\ Tenor size 15 in C.
•B etty  Spice ....................  1-2 I John E. Spice ....................  5-6
fWiLLiAM L. B. L eese  ...  3-4 | {E le a n o r  J, M acnair ... 7-8 

Composed by E. M. Atkins. Conducted by J. E . Spice.
Witnesses— Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Spice.

* First peal of Major, f  First peal on an ‘ inside pair.’ 1 First 
attempt for a peal. The average age of this b ind is 19 years and 
8 months. T ie  ringer of 7-8 was elected a member of the association 
before starting.

_  CAMBRIDGE.
THE CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY GUILD.
On Tuesday, November 4, 1941, in Two Hoyrs,

At Sblwyn C ollege,
A PEAL OF BOB M INOR, 5040 CHANGE8 ;

Seven different extents. • Tenor size 17 in A.
•Rev. A. C. B ly th  (Selwyn) 1-2 | R og er  L eig b  (St. Cath’s)... 3-4 

fKENNETH S. B. C r o f t  (St. John’s) 5-6 
\ Conducted by R oger L eigh .

* First peal o f Minor ‘ in hand.’ + First peal on six bells. The 
conductor’s first peal and first attempt.

LONDON. ______
THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.

On Soturday, November 8, 1941, in Two Houfsand Thirty-Five Minutes, 
A t th e  B e l l  Fodndry, W h itech ap el,

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 6040 CHANGES) 
H o l t ’s O rig in a l. Tenor size 17 in A.

E rn est C. S. T u rn er ............ 1-2 I John Thomas ....................  5-6
W il fr e d  W illiam s ............ 3-4 | D onald  G. C l i f t  ............ 7-8

Non-Conducted.
Umpire— Charles W . Roberts.

LEICESTER.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

On Sunday, November 9. 1041, in Two Hours and Thir(y-Eight Minutes, 
A t 202, Fosse Road Sodth ,

A PEAL OF STEDMAN CATERS, 5065 CHANGES)
H a ro ld  J. P o o le  ............ 1-2 I Percy L. H arrison  ............ 5-6
G. Stedman M orris  ..............3-4 | A l f r e d  B a lla r d ......................  7-8

Josiah M orris ....................9-10
Composed by F. W . P errens. Conducted by H a ro ld  J. P o o le . 

Witness—C .  W . H. Powell,

SHAFTON, NEAR BARNSLEY, YORKS.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
(B arnsley and D istrict Society.)

On Sunday, November 9, 1941, in One Hour and Fifty-Six Minutes,
4 A t 28, C hapel S tr e e t ,

A PEAL OF BOB M INOR, 5040 CHANGE8 )
,  Being seven different extents.

D an ie l Smith ....................  1-2 f H a r o ld  C hant . ..  ... ... 3-4
‘ Sidney B r ig g s .......... . . . .  5-6
Conducted by H arold C hant.

Witness— Arthur Gill.
* First peal of Minor ‘ in hand.’ Arranged specially and rung as a 

birthday compliment to Mr. D. Smith, whose birthday fell on the 
previous day ..

DEATH OF MR. WILLIAM WILLSON.
A DISTINGUISHED LEICESTER RINGER.

A great loss has been sustained by the Midland Counties Associa­
tion, and by the Exercise in general, by the death on Thursday week 
of Mr. William Willson, of Leicester, at the age of 73 years. Mr. 
Willson had been in failing health for some time, but it was only 
recently that his condition gave rise to grave anxiety.

In the councils of the Midland Counties Association William Willson 
was for long a great force, and years ago his energies accounted for 
much of its activity in Leicestershire. He had been a notable ringer, 
composer and conductor, and had shared in many distinguished per­
formances, both in the tower and on handbells.

He was born on August 12th, 1868, and began ringing at the early 
age of ten years, and in his long career he rang about 350 peals. 
His contribution to the Exercise has, however, by no means been 
confined to his activities in the belfry. Mr. Willsdh acted as editor 
of the short-lived periodical, ‘ The Bellringer,* and he contributed 
frequently to other ringing papers, including ‘ The Ringing World.* 
He wielded a trenchant pen and was a doughty fighter. He could 
take as well as give hard knocks, and when he entered a controversy 

>the sparks usually began to fly. He was no respecter of persons and 
in the early days he was looked upon as a stormy petrel in ringing 

olitics. His letters and articles were always entertaining, even if 
is views were not always acceptable, and he had a highly developed, 

sense of humour which enabled, him, when occasion arose, to write 
purely in lighter vein. He could, too, turn a neat verse, and some 
of his poetry in later years in serious mood has touched a high level. 

NOTABLE PERFORMANCES.
Mr. Willson also turned his attention to composition and was the 

author of a number of peals of considerable merit, including Stedman 
and Grandsire Caters, and Double Norwich Major. He was the cam-, 
poser and conductor of the longest peal ever rung in this method. 
In 1899 a 17,024 was rung at Kidlington which aroused heated dis­
cussion. Ill 1904 Mr. Willson took a band to South Wigston with the 
intention of r  aging if possible a 21,024, which he hoped in length 
of time as well as in number of changes would exceed the Kidlington 
performance. Owing to the illness of one of the band, however, the 
bells were brought round at 17,104— a longer length than the previous 
record, but rung in 10 hours 35 minutes against the Kidlington peal’s
11 hours 12 minutes.

In 1909 Mr. Willson w ai one of the band w*ho for the first time in 
history single handed ‘ rang the clock round.’ This was the cele­
brated 18,027 Stedman Caters at Loughborough, which occupied
12 hours 18 minutes, conducted from the tenor by Mr. William Pye 
and in which Mr. Willson rang the 7th. Other long lengths which 
Mr. Willson had rung, and some of which he conducted, were 7,001 
Grandsire Caters, 10,176 Kent Treble Bob Major, 10,192 Bob Major 
and 11,008 Double Norwich Major.

He was also one of a Leicester company which made handbell ring­
ing history. The band rang ‘ silent * peals of Stedman Triples ‘ in 
hand * in 1896 and 1898; in 1900 the first silent peal of Stedman Caters 
on handbell^ and capped the performance in 1903 by ringing the 
first silent peal on twelve bells, a peal of Stedman Cinques. The 
band who rang in the peal of Cinques consisted of J. O. Lancashire 
1-2, G. Cleal 3-4, S. Cotton 5-£, William Willson 7-8, J. Buttery 9-10, 
Alfred Miller 11-12. Now Mr. Lancashire is the sole survivor of the 
party.

MANY ACTIVITIES.
He conducted the first seven-method peal for the Midland Counties 

Association and took part in the first peals of Double Norwich, Super­
lative, Cambridge and London Surprise in Leicester. He was Ringing 
Master at the Church of St. John the Divine, to which tower he 
generously gave two trebles to make a ring of ten bells.

Mr. Willson served during the war 1914-18 as an air mechanic and 
he organised the memorable pilgrimage of ringers to the Menin Gate, 
Ypres, in 1931, when in the presence of many hundreds of reverent 
strangers a short and impressive serviA was conducted beneath the 
shadows of the Gate by the late Rev. C. W. O. Jenkyn, handbells 
were rung and a memorial wreath deposited. It was during this visit 
that the first peals (on handbells) were rung in Belgium and a peal 
was also rung on French soil.

Mr. Willson served the Midland Counties Association in Tarious 
capacities, having been honorary treasurer and afterwards one of the 
vice-presidents. He also at one time served as a representative on 
the Central Council, where his outspoken utterances were always 
listened to with interest. He held strong views on the six-bell peal 
questions and condemned departure from the old orthodox forms in 
no unmeasured terms. But William Willson’s bark was worse than 
his bite, and often he would criticise with his tongue in his cheek. 
In his young days he held extreme views on some subjects, but he 
mellowed with the years and on some vital questions his opinions 
changed considerably. He was always a delightful companion on 
any expedition, and ringing in the Midlands owes not a little to his 
endeavours in years gone by.

He leaves two daughters (Mrs. Lilian Hardy and Mrs. Hilda 
Jacques), both of whom are ringers who have distinguished them­
selves among the ladies of the Exercise.
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
(Continued from page 521.)

t THE LADIES’ GUILD.
One of the most striking changes in the social life of 

the Exercise during modern times has been the advent of 
lady ringers. Fifty years ago they did not exist; to-day 
they number several hundreds. The break with the old 
traditions and ideas of the belfry was a profound one, 
and was a small by-product of a great development which 
was going on in the general social life of the people of 
England.

In mid^Victorian times the life of the working and 
lower middle classes was based on the family and on a 
general agreement that the man’s duty was to work all 
day to provide the means of keeping the home goingt and 
the woman’s duty was to work all day looking after the 
house and the swarm of young children that usually were 
found there. For neither husband nor wife was there 
much time or opportunity for recreation or amusement, 
nor as a rule did they seek it.

The spread of education, the reduction in the size of 
families and the steady, if slow, raising of the standard 
of living, led to a demand for shorter hours of work and

• more recreation; and here it was inevitable that the men 
should benefit first. . The marked improvement in the 
quality of ringers which began to be noticeable soon after
1890, may be attributed in no small degree to this. A 
class of men now began to appear in the belfries who a 
few years before would have had to devote their whole 
time and energy to work and the home. The mid-Vic- 
torian ringers (with, of course, notable exceptions) were 
not the class of men who were looked on as model citizens 
and family men.

The movement, begun among the men, spread in due 
course and, after a fairly long interval, to the women. 
They, too, began to' seek some escape from, the hardships 
of the Victorian family life; for it had hardships, though 
they were sweetened by many blessings. And so,- as the 
nineteenth century drew to its close, girls, instead of 
setting themselves to get married as soon as they reached 
the age of eighteen (as their mothers had done), were 
everywhere taking up sports and recreations in the same 
way their brothers did.

It was a natural development, and probably would have 
attracted little attention, but it was complicated by 
another movement among a very smalj, but vocal, number 
of women who .began to make a demand for what they 
called the emancipation- of women and sex equality. 
These women were all of the middle class and the pro­
ducts of the higher education which had been introduced. 
What they wanted was freedom to enter the so-called 
learned professions, the law, and medicine and the like; 
and because they found obstacles and vested interests in 
the way they turned to a demand for political equality and 
votes for women. The Women’s Social and' Political 
Union was formed in 1903, and for the next ten years a 
small number of very~ earnest and devoted young women 
made themselves an increasing nuisance in their demands 
for the vote., There were scarcely any limits to which 
they were not prepared go, and their exploits included 
such things as assaulting Cabinet ministers, damaging j 
famous pictures, breaking windows, burning down houses ■ 
and churches, and the like. They had many supporters, 
but the mass of the nation, both male and female, and 
especially the older people, resented the whole thing, and

looked with disfavour and displeasure on attempts by 
women to force themselves into spheres of life hitherto re­
served for men.

What has all this, it may be asked, to do with the 
Ladies’ Guild of Ringers ? W ell, it is necessary to under­
stand it before we can appreciate the attitude of the Exer­
cise to the advent of lady ringers, and the Central Coun­
cil’s reaction to the formation of the Ladies’ Guild.

As we look back now we can see that lady ringers were 
inevitable, and had it not been for the strident suffra­
gists they probably would have slipped into the belfries 
without much comment though their advent did run 
Counter to the tradition and prejudices of the older men. 
There were complications, too, caused by the objections 
of clergymen to women taking an active part in church;

MISS E. K. P A R K E R ,
Principal Founder of the Ladies’ Guild, 1914.

objections based 'an 'age-long ecclesiastical custom, and 
going back to St. Paul. 'At St. Saviour’s, Southwark, 
and elsewhere, there was a rule which forbade women to 
enter the belfry whether they rang or not. - Some parsons, 
and Law James among them, while they tolerated women 
ringers, insisted on their wearing l^ts. Whether James 
was always able to enforce this rule I do not know.

The first lady to score a peal was Mrs. Williams, wife 
of Mr. George Williams, who rang the trebles to Grand­
sire Triples on handbells in 1892. The first to score a 
tower-bell peal was Miss Alice White, who fang the treble 
to Holt’s Original in February, 1896, when she was fif­
teen years old. She afterwards took part in about twenty 
peals.

Soon after the beginning of the present century lady 
ringers began to be fairly numerous. The attitude of the 
men was for the most part unfavourable. They feared, 
or said they feared, it would lead to the lowering of the 
standards of ringing and striking, and the relaxing 
of the discipline of the belfry, and they resented (though 
a good many of them would not have admitted it) the in­
trusion of women into a sphere they considerefl belonged 
to themselves.

But where the ladies scored was this: though nearly all 
the men objected to women ringers in the bulk, they did 
not usually object to the individual women fingers they
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met. I imagine very few, iLany, of these early lady 
ringers ever knew the general feeling of the Exercise 
about them. This general feeling did not matter in the 
least, for it was only a passive one, and where a lady did 
become a ringer it was alrnqet always because she had the 
active support of the captain of the band, who not infre­
quently was her father.

The Ladies’ Guild was formed in October, 1912, and in 
1914 was affiliated to the Central Council. The whole 
thing went through apparently quite smoothly, and as a 
matter of course, but behind the scenes, there was no 
little amount of opposition and conflict of opinion. In 
the end the ladies scored an overwhelming victory over 
the feelings and prejudices of the great majority of the 
members of the Council, a victory so overwhelming and 
jo  complete that I doubt if they ever knew there was any 
opposition at all.

For their victory the ladies had only one person to 
thank— Miss Edith K. Parker, the founder and secretary 
of their Guild and its mainstay ever since. I said that Sir 
Arthur Heywood was the only man who could have 
founded the Central Council. It is equally certain that 
Miss Parker was the only person who could have given 
the Ladies’ Guild its standing and position. She had not 
long been before the Exercise, but she had already proved 
herself able to take her place on terms of equality in any 
band. As ringer, conductor, and organiser, she could 
bear comparison with any man. Even as a heavy bell 
ringer, she largely made up by skill for lack of physical 
strength. She was in herself a flat contradiction to the 
widely held opinion that women would never be any good 
in a belfry. The new Guild sponsored by her could not be 
treated with good-natured contempt.

Miss Edith K. Parker was born on November 12th,
1891, at Crawley, in Sussex, where her father, Mr. James 
Parker, was leader of a very skilful band which rang 
many Surprise peals and among them the then record 
length of Superlative, 9,312 changes, in 1894. Mr. 
Parker had more than one exceptionally clever child, but 
the brothers did not take to ringing. They left that to 
their sister.

Miss Parker learnt to ring in 1908 at Edmonton, 
whither her family had removed, and she made such rapid 
progress, under the fostering care of her father, that she 
rang her first peal, one of Superlative Surprise Major* on 
May 1st, 1909. A year later, on June 11th, 1910, she 
called her first peal, one of Stedman Triples, from a non- 
observation bell. After that she went on to.call Super­
lative and London Major. The present generation, who 
know her as Mrs. George Fletcher, do not need to be told 
of the position she holds in the Exercise to-day. Her full 
record is outside my present subject, but I must mention 

-two of her performances so exceptional for a lady ringer. 
She rang tht^24 cwt! tenor at Lincoln Cathedral to a peal 
of Stedman Cinques, and the 30 cwt. tenor at Wedmore, 
in Somerset, to a peal of Stedman Triples.

(To be continued.)

D E A T H  OF A  W A L K D E N  R I N G E R .
The death took place on October 31st at his residence in Hodge 

Road, Walkden, of Mr. Matthew Berry, a well-known local ringer and 
a member of the Parish Church company.

Although not a great peal ringer, he was very regular in service 
ringing and in attending branch meetings. On the day before he 
died he was working and was taken ill after coming home.

The funeral was at St. Paul’s Peel, Little Hulton, on November 3rd, 
and before leaving the house a plain course of Grandsire Triples was 
rung On handbells by Miss A. Potter 1-2, J. Potter 3-4, P. Crook, sen. 
5-6, T. Jones 7-8.

Among the many floral tributes was one sent by the ringers in the 
shape of a bell. Deceased had rung 24 peals in the standard methods.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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BELFRY GOSSIP.
The whole Exercise will join us in congratulating Canon Coleridge, 

who reached his eighty-fourth birthday last Monday.
Three other prominent ringers also celebrate their birthdays this 

week—Mrs G. W. Fletcher and Mr. Harry Chapman on Wednesday, 
and Mr. George Cross, the Master of the Society of Royal Cumber­
land Youths, last Sunday.

Both Universities, Oxford and Cambridge, saw peals scored last 
week. At Selwvn College, Cambridge, a peal of Bob Minor, referred 
to elsewhere, was rung by the University Guild, and at New College, 
Oxford, a peal of Bob Major was scored for the Kent County Asso­
ciation.

In connection with the latter, it is noteworthy that Miss Macnair, 
th6 ringer of 7-8, knew nothing at all about ringing when fhe joined 
the Oxford University Society last March. As she has had no practice 
in vacations, she has only actually had 13 weeks of ringing.

Another handbell peal recorded this week was rung at an A.R.P. 
post in Liversedge, Yorkshire.

Capt. Wilfred Hooton, the hon. librarian of the Central Council, 
has recently undergone an operation in an Aberdeen hospital. We 
are pleased to state he is now making satisfactory progress.

In our list of bells destroyed by enemy action, we omitted St. 
Olave’s, Hart Street, London. This was one of the most regrettable 
of the disasters, for the ring was a very handy one and was often 
available for peal ringing.

The Cambridge Youths rang on November 5th, 1725, at Great St. 
Mary’s, a ‘ complete ’ peal of Grandsire Triples. Where the word 
‘ complete ’ is used in these early performances we may conclude that 
the composition was the one from the ‘ J.D. and C.M. Campanalogia,* 
which is false, as a^5,040. The next peal at Cambridge was disenbed 
as a * true ’ peal.

The famous Burton-on-Trent band rang 6,720 changes of London 
Surprise, the extent with the'tenors together, on November 8th, E388.

Six thousand and three changes of Stedman Caters were rung at 
Christ Church, Sj>italfields, on November 13th, 1797, and on the same 
date in 1820, 10,(580 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major at Huddersfield.

Jasper Snowdon, author and historian of change ringing, died on 
November 16th, 1885, at the early age of 41.

Samuel Thurston called 7,360 Oxford Treble Bob Major at St. 
Andrew’s, Norwich*, on November 16th, 1837.

D E A T H  OF MR.  G A B R I E L  L I N D O F F .
As we go to pr^s we learn with deep regret of the death of Mr. 

Gabriel Lindoff, or Dublin. Mr. Lindoff was one of the foremost 
men in the Exercise and was distinguished alike as a ringer and a
composer. ---------------

A N C I E N T  O A K  B E A M S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I notice in this week’s ‘ Ringing World ’ an inquiry 
about oak beams and how bell frames are supported in large towers.

When our ancient cathedrals and churches were built there would 
be much more woodlands in England than at the present day, there­
fore a much wider choice. v

The eight corner f>osts forming the lantern over the octagon tower 
at Ely Cathedral are 63ft. long,v and, according to the guide book, 
probably came from Chicksand in Bedfordshire.  ̂ %

With regard to how bell frames were supported in large towers, I 
give Ormskirk Parish Church as an instance. This church has the 
unique feature of having both a tower and spire. The local legend is 
that the  church was built by two old maids named Orm. As one 
wanted a tower and the other a spire, they got over the difficulty 
by building both side by side.

The tower is 26ft. square inside and contains a ring of eight, tenor 
25| cwt. The main beams carrying the bell frame are supported by 
oak struts lOin. square. There are seven on both sides. I do not 
think this has been done to get the thrust‘ lower down the tower, as 
the walls are about 7ft. thick at the base.

S. FLINT.
Sefton Lume, Maghull, Lancs.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
MEETING AT WATH-ON-DEARNE.

At the November meeting of the Barnsley and District Society, held 
at Wath-on-Dearne on Saturday, members were present from East­
wood, Eckington, Felkirk and the local company. Touches were rung 
on handbells in the afternoon until 5 p.m., when the ringers adjourned 
to a nearby cafe for tea. # #

The business meeting was held in the ringing chamber, at which 
Mr. S. Briggs'presided. An apology for absence was read from the 
president, who was busy at work. Best thanks were'extended to the 
local company for the "arrangements made, and 'it was arranged to 
hold a committee meeting at Barnsley on Saturday, December 13th, 
to make arrangements for the annual meeting.*

The methods rung on handbells were Treble Bob Minor, Grandsire 
Triples, Bob Maior, Spliced Major, Bob Royal,and a course of Bob 
and Gainsborough Royal spliced.
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ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOOTHS
SUCCESSFUL AN NIVERSARY GATHERING. 

Extraordinary War-Tima Activity.
Despite the handicap of war-time conditions in London, the 304th 

anniversary of the Ancient Society of College Youths, celebrated on 
Saturday, was, an outstanding success. Eighty members and friends 
gathered, not only from the London area, but from many distant 

laces as well. Luncheon was served at Slater’s Restaurant, Basing- 
all Street, and was presided over by the Master, Mr. E. G. Fenn, 

who was supported by Mr. E. H. Lewis (president of the Central 
Council), Canon G. F. Coleridge, Mr. A. B. Feck (hon. secretary), Mr. 
IL A. Young, Mr. J. S. Goldsmith, Mr. G. W. Fletcher (hon. secretary 
of the Central Council), Mr. C. T. Coles (hon. secretary, Middlesex 
County Association)^ Mr. R. Richardson (Master, Lincoln Diocesan 
Guild), Mr. E. P. Duffield (Colchester), Mr. J. A. Trollope and Mr.
G. N. Price.

The h)n. treasurer (Mr. A. A. Hughes) occupied the vice-chair, and 
others present included Messrs. G. W. Cecil (Junior steward), H. R. 
Newton and H. G. Miles (Trustees), J. W. Jones (hon. secretary, 
Llandaff and Monmouth Association), F. W. Rogers (hon. secretary, 
Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild), G. H. Cross (Master) 
and G. W. Steert (hon. secretary, Royal Cumberland Youths), R. T. 
Hibbert (hon. secretary, Oxford Diocesan Guild), J. Lewis Cockey 
and E. C. S. Turner (Ealing), H. Hoskins (Greenwich), C. M. Meyer 
(Rochester Row), R. Stannard and H. R. Crick (Barking), F. C. 
Newman (East Ham), W. Claydon and H. Jordan (Reigate), C. 
Dean, D. Wright, D. Cooper, F. E| Collins and H. J. Skelt (Croydon),

'  C. H. Kippin (Beddington), R. Bunen (Ely), C. E. Smith (Godalming), 
E. J. Taylor (Bradford, Yorks), E. R. Rapley and C. Longhurst (West 
Grinstead), G. E. Fearn (Birmingham), C. H. Dobbie (Teddington), 
L. R. G. Taylor (Bromley), F. Dench (Saffron Walden), B. P. Morris 
(Kettering), W. R. Melville (Kings Worthy), W. T. Elson (Fulham), 
A. H. Pulling (Guildford), A. W. Heath (Cardiff), W. Yeend, C. W. 
Martin, W. Williams and D. Clift (Cheltenham), W. Hibbert and F. 
Munday (Basingstoke), Henry Hodgetts (Oxhey), J. Hoyle (Ashtead), 
J. D. Macdougal (Hornchurch), R. Post (Ojfrord), W. H. Coles (Hayes, 
Middlesex), H. Pitstow (Banstead), W. S. B. Northover (Brldport), 
W. A. Hushes, H. Reynolds, E. Owen, R. Wilson, H. Markwick, F. 
Shorter, W. Allen and R. Allen (St. Lawrence Jewry), J. Thomas 
(Enfield), G. Skeef (Spalding), L. Fox (Stepney), M. Atkins, R. F. 
Deal, J. Rumley. W. H. Pasmore and C. W. Roberts.

Durijjg the lunch the Master ‘ took wine * with the oldest member 
of the society present (Canon Coleridge), the members of over 50 
years' standing (Canon Coleridge, Messrs. E. A. Young, R. T. Hibbert,
H. R. Newton, R. Stannard and G. Skeef), the president of the 
Central Council, the Master of the Cumberland Youths and St. Law­
rence Jewry band, who, although they have lost their tower and bells, 
still cling together. All were present at the luncheon save one.

After lunch, the toast of ‘ The K in g ’ was*drunk with real 
enthusiasm.

SOCIETY’S LOSSES IN AIR RAIDS.
Mr. J. S. Goldsmith proposed the toa§t of * The Ancient Society of 

College Youths.’ He first conveyed to the gathering greetings from 
Mr. Frank Dawe, of Woking, who is now nearing his 80th birthday. 
The large gathering of the society, which had- met under such un­
usual conditions, was not only a tribute to the heritage which had 
come down to them, but was also a tribute of admiration to their 
courage in holding on to their traditions during the past two years. 
They*, had severely suffered by air raids, but the old oak, planted in 
1637, had stood up to the shocks of war very bravely, and though it 
had been blistered and scorched, it had only been toughened in its 
fibre. The society had lost many 9f  the peals of bells on which they 
were wont to practise, their headquarters had gone down in the 
flames which swept over London and with it many of their cherished 
records. But in the face of great adversity they had never wavered, 
they had met regularly amid the ruins. He remembered attending 
one of their meetings, when in the nearby streets firemen were still 
turning their hoses upon the flames. All ringers must admire the 
tenacity of tfie old society and their devotion to the cause in the face 
of almost unsurmountable obstacles. A society which could carry on 
in such conditions need have no fear of the future. The College 
Youths would go on, and he was sure that when the war was over 
they would take their part in the reconstruction of the Exercise which 
must inevitably be undertaken. Pride in their past, steadfastness in 
the present and confidence in the future would ensure their continued 
success and prosperity.

The Hon. Secretary responded to the toast. He said that they 
had carried on under great difficulties, but he hoped that before long 
they would be ringing the bells again. Unfortunately, many of the 
bells on which they used to ring had been destroyed, and the fact 
that they had been able to hold their meetings regularly was due mostly 
to two things: the help they had received from their treasurer, Mr. 
Hughes, and from * The Ringing World.* He thanked Mr. Hughes for 
his great kindness in coming forward when they had been bombed out 
of two places and really did not know where to turn for a new home. 
Mr. Hughes offered them his hospitality, in which Mrs. Hughes 
joined. When they returned to normal conditions again he thought 
perhaps they would not /want to change. He thanked * The Ringing 
World ’ for the way in which the meetings had been reported, and

he said they would not have been able to carry on without the aid 
of the paper because it would have been quite impossible to keep in 
touch with the members.

During the past ye&r, continued the secretary, they had only rung 
two peals, both on handbells, and these by their provincial members. 
One was by a band in Swindon and the other was Bob Minor by Mr. 
Bullock and his two sons. In addition to the annual meeting, they 
had held 25 meetings during the year, three at The Coffee Pot—de­
stroyed on Sunday December 29th—-four at Holborn Buffet and six at 
Mr. Herbert Langdon’s office, which was destroyed on the night of 
May 10th after a meeting there, and 12 at the foundry. At these I 
25 meetings the secretary had been present 25 times, the treasurer 24. 
the Master 23. Mr. E. A. Young had also attended 23 times and Mr.
H. G. Miles 20. Altogether 77 members had attended the meetings, 
which he thought was a very good record. Mr. Peck went on to read 
a telegram from the Barking ringers wishing the gathering success, 
and letters from Mr. A. Prince (Bath), Mr. E. Murrell (St. Lawrence 
Jewry), who had met with an accident, Mr. W. J. Nevard (Essex), 
Mr. Roland Fenn (brother of the Master), Major J. H. B. Hesse, and 
one on behalf of' Mr. Gabriel Lindoff, who was seriously ill. 

PROVINCIAL SOCIETIES.
Mr. Nevard, in sending his good wishes, said he regretted not to 

be able to be present because of a slight accident to one of his fingers. 
He had just been looking-, through his attendances to the annual 
gathering, and he believed that the first was at the Bridge House 
Hotel, London Bridge, in 1899; he still had the programme of that 
gathering. There could be but few left now who had been present 
on that occasion. He had in his possessidn also 28 other programmes 
of anniversary gatherings he had attended since.

The Secretary also read a letter from Mr. Harold W^rboys, who is 
serving with the Middle East Forces, conveying his good wishes and 
Christmas greeting# to the Master and members of the society, 
especially those who had so staunchly supported the meetings through 
this troublesome period. It was very heartening to the members in 
the Forces to read of the meetings in * The Ringing World.’ He was 
pleased to report that he was well and as comfortable as desert life 
would allow. He had Aot met any other members out in the Middle 
East so far, and added, ‘ May our thoughts, prayers and efforts be 
directed towards our motto, " Vivamus Unanimeter. May we soon 
assemble at the rope’s end again.’

The Secretary concluded by reading a list of ringers who had died 
during the past year, among them 15 who were memoers of the society, 
and the company stood in silence for a few moments as a mark of 
respect.

Mr. H. R. Newton brought a message of apology and greetings 
from Mr. R. T. Woodley, of Lowestoft, a former secretary of the 
society, who had just celebrated his 82nd birthday and his golden 
wedding.

The company then drank to the health of Canon G. F. Coleridge, 
the oldest member of the ̂ society present, in anticipation of his birth­
day on the following Monday.

The Master next proposed a toast to th e ' * Provincial Ringing 
Societies,’ and mentioned that in that gathering societies were repre-, 
sented from as far North as Yorkshire and as far West as South Wales. 
He thought such a representative company showed the spirit of good- * 
will and fellowship which existed among ringers everywhere. He 
referred to the loss of the bells in the City of London, and he said 
he felt quite sure that when it was possible to ring church bells again 
some of the provincial societies who had not suffered quite so badly 
as the College Youths would be ready to lend them their bells, so 
that the College Youths could carry on their practices (applause).

THE BAN ON CHURCH BELLS.
Mr. G. W. Fletcher, hon. secretary of the Central Council, responded 

to the tOast. He would, he said, have preferred the president, who 
was present, to have replied to it because, as president, he could 
speak for all the societies, but since it was left to him he thanked 
the society for honouring the toast. He assured them that the Council 
was endeavouring to do what they could to get church bells ringing 
again. Those, however, who were in the Services knew perfectly well 
that when the heads o f  the Services made up their minds to do a 
thing they did it and it did not matter what anyone else said. He 
thought it was now well known that the responsibility for imposing 
the ban on church bells ringing rested with Mr. Anthony Eden. Mr. 
Eden thought about it and thought it would be a very good thing. 
Mr. Fletcher did not know whether Mr. Eden discussed the matter 
with his departments: his information was that he did not discuss it 
with the Minister of Home Security, and when the ban was made it 
was too late to do anything more about it. There was* he believed, 
tinder consideration another method of giving warning in the event of 
airborne invasion. He did not know whether it would eventually be 
used in every district, but he was hoping that if it was adopted it 
might be possible to ring the bells again in some places. He said he 
wanted to clear up one or two things connected with the difficulties 
which seemed to have been created. It had been stated that the 
public did not know what to do when they heard the church bells 
ring. That was perfectly true, but they were not supposed ib know. 
The warning was for the Services, and the Services knew what they 
had to do if they heard the bells. Then again it had been said that 
the use of bells would prove most unsatisfactory. The responsibility 
of deciding whether they would be satisfactory or not for giving a 
warning rested with the Minister of War. Apart from that, liow- 

^ontinued on next page.)
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ever, he believed there was some doubt whether they would allow 
bells to be used, because the ringing o f the bells might interfere with 
certain listening services. He A as quite sure everyone would agree 
if there was any doubt about this they would be the first to say, ‘ We 
will do without our bells.’

Continuing, Mr. Fletcher said they all knew perfectly well that the 
College Youths had suffered very heavily in the loss of bells in the 
raids, and, speaking for the eight or nine societies in and around 
London, when the time came that they could get back to the belfries 
they would see that the College Youths’ organisation and activities 
could go on until such time as their own towers were in a state when 
they could be used again (hear, hear). When that time came lie 
hoped that as far as London ringers were concerned they would all 
meet together and be ‘ good boys ’ so that they could meet in all 
the towers whilst still retaining tlieir own identity. He felt perfectly 
sure that this would lead to a revival of ringing as far as London was 
concerned. He suggested that it might be possible to set up some sort 
of organisation in this connection so that ringers coming to London 
from the provinces could be directed to the towers where they could 
get the type of ringing to which they were used instead of, for 
example, the six-bell man going to St. Paul’s Cathedral and coming 
away disgruntled because he was not asked to ring, which, of course, 
he should not be. The provincial societies on their part would, he 
assured the College Youths, do their utmqst to help them over their 
present difficulties with regard to bells (applause).

ABSENT FRIENDS.
The Master next propose? a toast to ‘ Absent Friends.’ He saiid he 

knew that, though they were absent in body, they were present in. 
heart and spirit, and from that meeting the society sent their greetings 
and good wishes.

The Master proposed ‘ The Ringing World.’ He said that Mr. 
Goldsmith had a very difficult job in carrying on his work, but he 
had succeeded marvellously well.i How he found the material, let 
alone the paper, passed- his comprehension. It was, said the Master, 
very pleasing to see Mr. Goldsmith among them again in good health, 
and he hoped he would be spared to carry on ‘ The Ringing World ’ 
for many years to come. He appealed to all the members of the 
society, and indeed to all ringers, to support the paper by purchasing 
a oopy every week. >

Mr. Goldsmith (the Editor) in replying, said there were a great 
many difficulties in producing the paper every week, especially in view 
of the fact that there was practically no ringing being done. How­
ever, with the help of his friend, Mr. Trollope, they had up to the 
present time been able to produce a readable paper every week. He 
paid a public tribute to the service which Mr. Trollope had rendered, 
not only to' ‘ The Ringing World,’ but to the Exercise at large, in 
carrying on during the early months • of _ this year. But for Mr. 
Trollope’s services during his (the Editor’s) illness there would have 
been no ‘ Ringing World ’ and the Exercise would by this time prob-. 
ablv have been without any paper to hold it together.

MASTERS OF CENTURIES AGO.
Mr. E. A. Young next submitted a toast to the Masters of the 

Society of 100, 200 and 300 years ago. This toast, he said, had been 
introduced since they celebrated their tercentenary, and’ he hoped the 
sentimerrt that prompted it would go on until they were able to 
include the Master of 400 years ago. Mr. Young proceeded that the 
Master of a century ago was Thomas Britten, and some of those 
present that day had been acquainted with members of the society 
who knew Thomas Britten. He was a contemporary of that famous 
historian Osborn and was elected to the society in the same year as 
Richard Mills, who did so much to set the society going after it had 
been through one of its periods of low water. Thomas Britten rang 
several peals and was in the peal of Treble Bob for which Mills him­
self gave eight silver medals, one or two of which were still extant. 
One of these medals was worn as" the 'badge of the Master up to the 
tercentenary and was now worn by the Immediate Past Master.

Going baak to the eighteenth century, tli*y found that m 1741 
the Master was Thomas Overbury. They could not say much about 
him, but he had left them a memory. He was elected in 1718. in 
which year a dozen members were elected. Eleven of those members 
became quite famous, and four of them, including Overbury, occupied 
the Master’s chair, while five of them were stewards. One was 
Matthew East, who called the first peal at St. Bride’s in 1724. Over-* 
bury was not famous as a peal ringer, but then very few peals were 
rung. He must, however, have been very interested and have been 
a great deal amongst the members that they should honour him by 
putting him in the chair.

When they made another leap back of 100 years, shortly after the 
society was founded, the Master was Thomas Joyce. He was one of 
the founders of the society and in the name book his name appeared 
fourth in the sequence of members. That made h im 'lthe speaker) 
rather suspect that the name book which came down to them was in 
its early-days a survival of the record of the Masters of the society. 
The original records were lost, but it might be in more leisured times 
they would be able to find out more about this interesting point. 
Although thev did not know what these men were endea'vouring to do 
by way of ringing bells, they did know they were laving the founda­
tions of the Exercise.

The toast was drunk in silence.

GIFTS TO THE LIBRARY.
This concluded the toast list and the business meeting of the society 

was then held, with the Master in the chair. The secretary informed 
the meeting that he had received a letter from Mr. Ernest Morris, of 
Leicester, with which he had forwarded the ringing books he had 
promised to the society to replace some of those which they had lost 
in the fire. If by any chance any of the books were duplicated, Mr. 
Morris said he would be glad to have them returned to him so that 
he might place them in St. Margaret’s belfry, Leicester. Mr. Morris 
asked the secretary to convey to the members his greetings and 
sincere good wishes and express the hope that when better times pre­
vailed he would be able to meet them all again.

The Master proposed a very sincere vote of thanks to Mr. Morris 
for his kindly act towards the society. They were very keen to replace 
their library which was lost, and they appreciate!} more fully than 
he could express Mr. Morris’ generosity.

Mr. A. A. Hughes, in seconding, said they owed a debt of great 
gratitude to Mr. Morris. He, Mr. Hughes, had the books in his 
possession now.

The following is the list of books sent by Mr. Morris:—
‘ Clavis Camg^nalogia,’ 1788 edition.
‘ Key to the Art of Ringing,’ William Jones, John Reeves and 

Thomas Blakemore.
‘ Art and Science of Change Ringing,’ William Banister, 1874, with 

the Rev. H. T. Ellacombe’s book plate on cover.
‘ Change Ringers’ Guide to the Steeples of England,’ Troyte, 1879.
Reprint of Stedman’s ‘ Tintinfialogia.’
Troyte’s ‘ Change Ringing,’ .two editions.
‘ Elements of Campanology,’ /William Sottanstall,' 1867, two volumes.
Shipway’s ‘ Campalogia ’ reprint.
The following were nominated for election as members: Messrs. 

Ernest C. S. Turner and G. J. Strickland.
OFFICERS RE-ELECTED.

Mr. E. H. Lewis then occupied the chair for the election of officers 
for the ensuing year. He said he was sorry he had not been able to 
attend many meetings in the last two years, but he had been with 
them in his thoughts quite a lot. The reason for his absence was 
thai'lie had been away from London. For a time he was in Scotland, 
during which his house was taken over by the War Office, and since 
then he had been l iv in g  in Buckinghamshire, which brought him 
within Canon Coleridge’s district. Moreover, he had not been able to 
give much time to ringing, as he thought everyone should be giving 
everything possible to get on with the war job first. I f  they had any 
spare time after that, ringing naturally came next and everything 
else a long way behind. Mr. Lewis then submitted the names of the 
officers nominated for the year, namely: Messrs. E, G. Fenn, Master; 
A. B. Peck, secretary; A. A. Hughes, treasurer; J. A. Waugh, senior 
steward; G. W. Cecil, junior steward; H. R. Newton and H. G. 
Miles, trustees.-

Their election was carried unanimously and was acknowledged by 
Mr. Fenn, who said he would continue to do his best in the office and 
to carry out the traditions of the Ancient Society.

Mr. Lewis proposed a vote of thanks to the retiring officers for 
I what they had done in the past year and said the list of attendances 
I was perfectly marvellous in the conditions under which they had met. 

The best way the members could show their ’ gratitude was not only 
by re-electing tjiem, but by giving them all the support that was 
possible during their next year of office.

Mr. R. T. Hibbert also added thanks to the officers and urged the 
members to back them up in the forthcoming year. Although he 
could not attend every fortnight, lie came up to London as often as 
he could and was always pleased to meet his friends, whether of the 
College Youths or any other society. He did not care what society 
they belonged to as long -as they proved themselves men. What he 
asked them to do between now and the next gathering was loyally 
to back up the officers and enable (them to carry on as efficiently as 
in the past. *,

Mr. G. E. Steere (hon. secretary, Royal Cumberland Youths), speak­
ing on behalf o f the visitors, thanked the society for permitting non­
members to remain for the business meeting.

The Master said they were always pleased to see members of any 
society at their meetings and they were always welcome.

This concluded the business and handbell ringing was then indulged 
in.

Holt’s Original non-conducted on handbells is always a formidable 
job to undertake, and it must be fourfold so immediately after the 
excitement of an annual dinner. Nevertheless, as our peal column 
shows, four members of the'society achieved the task last Saturday. 
They had one false start, which lasted about 35 minutes. After that 
all was plain sailing. Mr. C. H. Roberts was the umpire and Mr. 
W. H. Coles heard a good deal of the ringing. Two or three others 
arrived at the foundry in time to hear, the finish and congratulate 
the band.

HISTORY.—Between us and the old English there lies a gulf of 
mystery which the prose of the historian will never adequately bridge. 
Only among the aisles of the cathedral, only as we gaze upon their 
silent figures sleeping in their tombs, some faint conceptions float 
before us of what these men were when they were alive; and perhaps 
in the sound of church bells that peculiar creation of mediaeval age, 
which falls upon the ear like the echo of a vanished world.—James 
Anthony Fronde.
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ANNIVERSARY OF MEMORABLE PEAL.
LONG LINK IN AUSTRALIAN RINGING.

Last Tuesday was the seventh anniversary of one of the most 
memorable peals in the annals of change ringing; at least it will 
always appear so to those who took part in it. On Armistice Day, 
Sunday, November 11th, 1934, the first twelve-bell jteal ever rung out­
side the British Isles was accomplished at St. Paul’s Cathedral, Mel­
bourne, Australia. It was the principal goal of all that long journey 
made from the Motherland by nine English ringers, and it was a 
tremendous achievement to score the peal in face of numerous diffir 
culties and some previous disappointments.

On the day that the peal was rung, the Duke of Gloucester had 
opened the magnificent Shrine of Remembrance erected to the memory 
of the 18,000 Victorians who went out in the Great War and did not 
return. The peal was the 
main object of the tour, 
but it was found on reach­
ing Australia that there 
would be difficulties in the 
way of fitting it in with 
the services of the Cathe­
dral and the other celebra­
tions. Two attempts were 
therefore made prior to 
Armistice Day, one of 
which was lost through 
|ome interested spectators 
coming into the belfry, 
and the other because the 
clapper of the 11th broke.
It was fortunate, as events 
proved, that these at­
tempts were made, other­
wise it is almost certain 
that the 11th clapper 
would have gone on the 
vital occasion.

The band was made up 
of six Australian ringers 
(who until the arrival of 
the visitors from England 
had never before rung 
more than a plain course \ 
on twelve bells) and six 
English ringers. Saint 
Paul’s Cathedral bells are 
a really magnificent peal, 
and the ringing was fully 
worthy of them. There 
was never one really 
seriously anxious moment MR. J A M E S  L. M U R R A Y ,
until the last course, when
unexpectedly there was a trip among the big bells and the whole 
thing was in jeopardy. However, the peal was saved with not more 
than one lead of bad ringing, and never was the conductor more 
thrilled than when he called ‘ This iB all ’ at the end of three 'hours 
and thirty-nine minutes’ ringing. Only one of the band, the leader 
of the party, Mr. W. H. Fussell, had ever rung a peal of Grandsire 
Cinques before, seven of them had never rung a peal on twelve bells, 
and the Australian lady, Miss Frey Shimmin, had never rung a peal 
of any sort. /

There was another memorable feature about the band, and that 
was that Mr. James L. Murray took part in the peal nearly 45 years 
after having called the first peal ever rung in Australia. . It is 
interesting also to know that Mr. ^Murray still puts in a frequent 
appearance for ringing at St. Pair’s Cathedral despite his great age; 
he is now about 80 years old.

Mr. Murray tells an interesting story about that first peal, which 
was rung at St. Philip’s Church, Sydney. "Seven of the Melbourne 
men went up to Sydney for a holiday and travelled by sea. They 
rang at SI. Pliilip’s Church on Sunday, and, on coming out of the 
church, saw a man standing outside looking at the tower. Harry 
Adams, an old Kidderminster man, asked him if he was a ringer, and 
to everyone’s surprise he said he was. He was Jabez Horton, an old 
Cumberland Youth. His services were at once enlisted, a peal of 
Grandsire Triples was fixed up, and Mr. Murray had the distinction 
of calling the first peal in Australia.

F E L K I R K  R I N G E R  M A R R I F D .
The wedding took place at Felkirk on Saturday, October 18th, of 

Corpl. Cyril Cook, R.E., son of Mr. and Mrs. W. Cook, of Ryhill, 
and Miss Elsie C. Dixon, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. Dixon, of 
Birkenhead. The Rev. Canon H. R. H. Coney, Vicar of Thornhill, 
officiated. The bride was given away by her father. The service 
was fyllv choral and the organist was Mr. C. Butterwood.

Immediately after the ceremony handbells were rung in church by 
Messrs. D. Smith. H. Chant, P. Woodward and R. Ford, four mem­
bers of the local company. Mr. A. Gill, of Wath-on-Dearne, was 
present.

A reception was held at the Wesleyan Hall, Ryhill, and many gifts 
were received.

LONDON CITY CHURCHES.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Your leader of the 7tli inst. has brought to mind only 
too acutely what has been in the thoughts of many of us for some 
time past. Mr. Summerson has virtually asked the question, ‘ Why 
should the bombed parish churches be restored?’

From the purely materialistic viewpoint the answer must be There 
is no reason to restore them and a very good one for their non­
restoration.’ Should this view prevail with the authorities the whole 
of the City churches would be scrapped as opportunity offered and their 
sites sold for considerable sums of money. This sounds ridiculous to 
the average Britoii, but not so much so to anyone who has been 
in Church circles in the City for any length of time. We have seen 
the continual ‘ nibbling ’ away of one after another on doubtful 
pretexts, the last being All Hallows’ , Lombard Street. Besides there 
remains still green in our memory the attempt to get rid of 19 of 
them at one swoop. Great sums of money would be realised for their 
sites. No doubt this is a very potent argument with the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners, and what a fine opportunity the present situation is 
for carrying it out. That this is no vision may be gathered from the 
fact that a site like St. Lawrence Jewry is worth probably £70 to 
£100 per square foot, or round about £250,000.

Let us now consider what evidence we can find to justify restoration 
from the utilitarian point of view. I am afraid there is very little. 
Without doubt there are far too many for the resident population, 
which has gradually dwindled as large modern buildings replace the 
old houses with their resident ‘ housekeepers.’ Iri addition, the City 
is no exception to the general decline in churchgoing. Beside • the 
residents there is also a number of outsiders who become attached to 
a certain church or .parson, but come from a distance. Their allegiance 
is doubtful and they go as fancy* dictates., mainly. They are not a 
great number^ and it will be found that if the congregation of St. 
Michael’s goes up by tSTi, then that at St. Peter’s has gone down 
by about the same.

I will go so far as to assert that the total Sunday congregation of 
the Citv churches could be ieasily accommodated in fit. Michael-upon- 
Cornhill alone. The same thing applies to the weekday services by 
which the churches endeavour, to justify their continuance. The same 
petople who <£o at 1.15 p.m. to St. Stephen’s, Coleman, will bq prob­
ably found the next day at St. Margaret’s, Lothbury, or St. Stephen’s, 
Walbrook. There is a class of habitual churchgoers which varies little 
in number, but certainly not large enough to justify all the churches 
being fully .maintained.

There is still a third point of view, i.e., the aesthetic. He would be 
a bold man who would dare to dogmatise as regards the aesthetic 
value of the churches generally. However, the average man would 
not be seriously perturbed'at the.disappearance of certain of them. 
It would be quite another thing if St^ Mary-le-Bow, St. Bride’s and 
others went, however. Why, they are London, or at any rate * an 
essential characteristic of it. Unfortunately this viewpoint usually 
gets last consideration, and historic claims also are brushed aside for 
the sake of expediency.

But what has all this to do with bells and bellringers? In the first 
place if there are no towers there can be no bells. Not that all the 
churches in the City had bells, or even if they had could ring them.. 
In fact/ the church bells in the City, apart from three or four bright 
spots, have been scandalously neglected for years past—the excuse 
being th j usual one: no money. It is quite obvious we carinot go 
back to the days of Annable and Holt when it seems all bells, or 
nearly all, were ringable, but if the old societies like the College 
Youths and Cumberlands are to flourish there must be facilities for 
practice apart from headquarters. In this respect 4he College Youths 
have suffered severely in the loss of so many towers where the bells 
were ringable.

Finally, would it not be wise for ringers and ringing societies to 
‘ go ’ moderately and not be found in the camp of either of the 
extreme viewpoints? In other words, let us try to obtain restoration 
of some churches and bells. E. MURRELL.

Stanmore, Middlesex.

T H E  F I R S T  P E A L  R U N G .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—As peal ringing takes a prominent part in the activities 
of most ringers, it would be interesting to know with some degree 
of certainty when the ‘ first ever ’ was accomplished.

The interesting article on the early days of the College Youths 
makes the claim that the first peal was rung in 1690 at St. Sepulchre’s, 
Snow Hill. Most ringers have, I believe, been under the impression 
that the first peal was rujig at Norwich some 20 years later thtn 
that dafe. %

Mr. Trollope is probably the onlv person who can put the facts 
before us to judge, and presumably the claim that the 1690 peal 
was the 4 first ever * is backed by further facts not printed, since the 
facts which are given are not very convincing.

Perhaps we can have further light shed on the subject so that we 
can settle when and where* the first peal was rung.

J. E. BAILEY.
20, Swaisland Road, Dartford.

[We think we can promise an article on the lines asked for by Mr. 
Bailey.—Editor ‘ The Ringing World.*]
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C H U R C H  B E L L S  A R E  N E C E S S I T I E S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. Leslie W. Bunce says the question is, ‘ Should 
parishes treat bells as necessities and insure them against enemy 
action or should they treat them as luxuries and trust to good for­
tune ?’ The answer is obvious. The Government have for the past 
16 months considered bells as definite necessities, even to the extent 
of ‘ reserving ’ them for their prior use. Mr. Bunce prefers the 
word * reserved.’ so a little enlightenment' on this cherished word may 
serve to clear his mind on the entire subject. My dictionary informs 
me that ‘ reserve * means ‘ to retain,’ or * keep in store,’ and
* retain ’ indicates to * keep in possession.’ All bells hung in qhurch 
towers for ringing are reserved, i.e., in possession of the Government, 
and, therefore, a charge on the State, as are all other Government 
possessions. If, as Mr. Bunce states, the number* of bells damaged 
or destroyed is small, then the amount of compensation due from 
the Government is correspondingly small.

Mr. Bunce says we can expect that the same spirit and generosity 
that supplied the bells will replace them, yet he affirms in his next 
paragraph that they are not private property, but belong to England. 
This, in my opinion, should be construed as ‘ the property of the 
Church of England ’ (which unfortunately, or otherwise, does not 
embrace the whole of the English people), and are, therefore, private 
property, held under the trusteeship of the Church.

As to church towers becoming ‘ military objectives ’ and the opinion 
of Mr. Bunce ‘ that no German bomb has been dropped with the 
intention of damaging a church tower,’ I presume that this opinion 
is also extended to cover railway stations, yards, bridges, docks, 
warehouses, power stations, oil drums and gasometers, etc. If this 
applies, it is a very poor opinion of ‘ German thoroughness.’

Finally, I would like to draw Mr. Bunce’s attention to a resolution 
on this subject, passed unanimously by the annual meeting of the 
Kent Cbunty Association, held at "Gravesend on June 29th (which 
I attended), and printed in * The Ringing World * on July 11 tn this 
year, and which was to be circulated to all Kent Members of Parlia­
ment, the president of the K.C.A. (the Archbishop of Canterbury) 
and the diocesan authorities.

In conclusion, may I take the opportunity o f  tnanking ‘ Anti-Silent * 
and Mr. Bunce for bringing this matter to thtf notice of the Exercise, 
and trust that the discussion has clarified any doubts as to luxuries, 
necessities and liabilities. #

FREDK. E. PITMAN.
Bromley.

T H E  S M A L L E S T  B E L L  T O W E R .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In answer to question No. 3 by your correspondent
* Enquirer ’ in this week’s ‘ Ringing World,’ from a long professional 
experience of bells and towers, the smallest tower to contain a ringing 
peal o f bells that I know of is at St. Ewe, near Mevagissey, Cornwall.

The dimensions are as follows; Height, approximately 40ft.; Avails 
at base, 8ft. thick.

The inside dimensions are: Belfry, 6ft. 6in. x 6ft. 6in. x 7ft. high: 
ground floor to belfry level, 5ft. lOin. x 5ft. lOin. x approximately 30ft 
high.

The bells are a ringing peal of six, tenor 7 cwt. 16 lb., ca§t at Croy- 
don, 1926. The frame, an iron one, is in three tiers, the top tier 
being in the* belfry proper, and the middle and bottom tiers in th€ 
5ft. lOin spans.

The ringing is done from the ground floor, the ropes being in a 
4ft. 6in. diameter circle. It has surprised many that in so small a 
space the ringing is comfortable. It is an easy matter to get among 
the bells, and there is an eqyal balance of sound of all the bells, botn 
inside and outside the tower.

I think this must be the tower your correspondent has heard of.
SYDNEY R. ROPER.

Croydon.

A  L I G H T  R IN G  O F  S IX .
To the Editor.

Sir,—In reply to * Enquirer ’ in your issue of November 7th,. may* I 
say that at the Church of St. Nicholas, Brockenhurst, Hampshire, 
there is a ring of six bells, tenor 4 cwt. 1 qr, 12 lb. They are rung 
for ringing and several peals have been scored there.*

GEORGE PULLINGER.
Bishopstoke, Hants.

H A N D B E L L  R IN G IN G  A T  B O U R N E M O U T H .
On Saturday, November 8th, at St. Peter’s Hall, Bournemouth, a 

quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples, 1,344 changes : Herbert Mitchell 1-2, 
Mrs. F. J. Marshallsay 3-4, Arthur V. Davis (conductor) 5-6, Miss 
Faith Childs 7-8. The ringing was an * au revoir ’ to Harold Roberts, 
of the Bournemouth St. Peter’s band, and also a compliment to Mr. 
and Mrs. R. A. Reed, of Eastleigh.

The band was disappointed not to record ‘the * quarter * on Reg. 
Reed’s wedding day, November 1st, but that attempt broke down 
after a thousand changes had been rung. Miss Mary Davis witnessed 
the performance.

W E L L S  C A T H E D R A L .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In reply to * Enquirer,* there is a very light ring of five 
at Tibberton in this county, all cast by Warners, 1877. The diameter 
of the tenor is 29 inches, and I estimate the weight as about 5 cwt., 
though a friend of mine who also' saw it said he did not think it 
weighed that mufch. It is a very narrow tower and the bells are 
difficult of^access. I do not say they are the lightest five, but they 
must be jJfetty close.

There are one or two heavy fives in Somerset with tenors close on 
25 cwt.

Your article on the bells of Wells Cathedral is very interesting, but 
seems to imply that, apart from the Treble Ten and a very few peals 
of Stedman Caters, nothing else lias been rung. In the Rev. F. E. 
Robinson’s book, ‘ Among th§ Bells,’ page 223, there is an account 
of a peal of Grandsire Caters. Washbrook rang the tenor and called 
tke peal, and this was the first time this ponderous bell had been 
rung to a peal single handed. . He went there again later and turned 
her in to Treble Ten, a wonderful feat. A few years ago Mr. Walter 
Farley called a peal of Grandsire Triples on the back eight, and 
if I remember correctly the footnote stated they were the heaviest 
eight rung to a peal.

With reference to the first peal rung there (Stedman Caters), I 
once heard an old hand say that he could never understand why 
Washbrook turned the tenor over to Greenleaf, as he was not done 
up at all. He just handed his rope over and stood by the tenor box 
and finished the calling of the peal.

The actual weight or Wells Cathedral tenor is 56 cwt. 1 qr. 14 lb.
E. V. RODENHURST.

Prees Green, Prees, Salop.

OTHER PEALS.
Dear Sir,—There was a slight mistake in your account of Wells 

Cathedral. I have had the pleasure of ringing both Caters and Triples 
there. The eight are a noble ring. A. H. PULLING.

The Royal Grammar School, Guildford.

C H U R C H  B E L L S  A N D  'A I R  R A I D S .
THE SOUTHAMPTON RINGS.

To the Editor. '
Dear Sir,—I was very interested ki your list of destroyed rings, and 

was surprised and sorry to see that St. Mary’s, Southampton, bells 
are gone

I4 went over *to Southampton last week to see what had happened 
to all the rings of bells in the town, and noticed at St. Mary’s that 
although the church was completely burnt out, the tower appeared to 
be untouched, as the louvres were still in the belfry windows and 
the glass in the ringing chamber windows was intact. I, therefore, 
concluded, apparently wrongly, that the bells were safe.

Of the other rings in the ’town, that of Holy Rood Church, in the 
High Street, has unfortunately been completely destroyed, I believe, 
together with the restored 14th century church. These bells were a 
ring of eight, tenor 14£ cwt., and were cast at various times between 
1742 and 1847. The dates were : Treble, 2, 4 and 6, 1742 by Thomas 
Lester; 3, 5 and tenor, by Thomas Mears in 1843; and 7 by C. and G. 
Mears in 1847.

The remaining church in the town with a ring of bells, St. Michael’s, 
has been miraculously preserved, though the surrounding area has 
been devastated. , The bells are a ring of eight, tenor 17£ cwt., which 
have, I believe, been silent for several years owing to lack of ringers.

P. N. BOND.

H A M P S H I R E  R I N G E R S  W E D D IN G .
The marriage took place on November 1st at St. Mary’s Church, 

Bishopstoke, Hants, between Gunper Reginald A. Reed, R.A., and 
Miss Alice M. Scott. Both are members of the North Stoneham Band 
of ringers and well known in Hampshire, the bridegroom being the 
Recorder of Peals for the Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild.

It was intended that the wedding should be celebrated at North 
Stoneham Church, but owing to war-time restrictions it had to take 
place at Bishopstoke, in which parish the bride resided.

The service was fully choral. The bride* was given away by her 
father, who is a petty officer in the Royal Navy. She was attended 
by five bridesmaids—one adult and four small girls, who looked very 
sweet in red velvet dresses.

The best man was Pilot-Sergt. Harold P. Reed, R.A.F. (brother of 
the bridegroom), who was recently severely wounded diying air opera­
tions over enemy country, but happily is making good progress towards 
recovery. Like his brother, he is a ringer belonging to North Stone­
ham band

A large congregation was present in the church and included a 
number of local ringers, amongst those present being Mr. G. Williams 
(Master of the Guild), A.C. Leslie Treemer, R .A.F., and Mr. George 
Pullinger (district secretary).

The reception was held at the Anchor Inn, Bishopstoke. and during 
the evening Mr. and Mrs. Reed left for London, where the honeymoon 
was spent

Mr. and Mrs. Reed will take up temporary residence at Appledore, 
Kent.
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A  R I N G E R ' S  L I F E  A T  S E A ,
JOHN FREEMAN’S VOYAGE TO SOMEWHERE.

A letter from Sgt. John Freeman, of Lincoln, now in the Middle 
East, has just reached a friend in the Army ‘ somewhere in England.’ 
It describes his life at sea on the long journey and was written while 
anchored in sight of land when nearing the end of the trip. He was 
looking forward to landing and said, 4 I shall be very thankful when 
we do this, because I am reasonably fed up at the moment* Not that 
the sea voyage ha§ been unpleasant—far from it—but we have done 
practically nothing at all. That is all right for a week or two, but, 
after that, time drags somewhat. I shall be glad to get on shore 
again if only to do a little work.

4 We chaiiged ships at the last port of call. Both have been quite 
comfortable as far as we have been concerned, and the .bunk was the 
most comfortable bed I have had since being in the Army; we even 
had sheets. The food was pretty good and we had such luxuries as 
cheese and pickled onions. We were able to buy any amount of fruit 
and chocolate at the canteen.

* Our journey has been uneventful, the most noteworthy times being 
when we have put into port. At our first port of call we were not 
allowed to go ashore, but it was auite interesting nevertheless. Every 
day natives used to come alongside in small boats, some selling fruit, 
baskets, etc., and others diving for pennies. We were not allowed to 
trade with them. For one day I* was on police picquet to enforce this 
provision. When the traders grew too attentive the hoses were turned 
on them and they soon sheered off.

‘ At the next port we were granted shore leave and this was not 
unwelcome after several weeks on the water. . . . The place was a 
seaside resort and that made it very pleasant. Our time was spent 
in bathing, eating and drinking and visiting places of interest. The 
white people were very good to the troops aud ftm e of the fellows 
were adopted for the period of their shore leave and taken all over 
the place. •

4 On the first boat I met several chaps from home, including one 
who knows my brother quite well, and another who is the nephew 
of one of the ringers at home. I also met a ringer from-Wisbech* 
with tfhom I had rung one peal. Needless to say, we had plenty to 
44 jaw ** about.’

John Freeman is now somewhere in some desert in 6ome distant 
land. His many ringing friends will wish him 4 the best of luck.'

C A M B R I D G E  U N I V E R S I T Y  GU IL D.
Members of Cambridge University v uild meet weekly for practice 

at Great St. Mary’s on Wednesdays, making use of both the Seage 
apparatus and the handbells for teaching beginnfers.

At Selwyn College last week three members scored a Jiandbell peal 
o f Bob Minor. The peal was a perspnal triumph for Roger Reigli, 
the conductor, for it was his first peal, and he called it extremely well.

The Guild lias a band for practising Major, and before the univer­
sity year is over next June we hope to attempt a peal, as well as a 
peal of Minor in more than one method. This is a very gratifying 
prospect.

The members are grateful to the Rev. Blyth, the president, whose 
interest in ringing allows* him to find opportunity in his already 
well-filled time-table to ring with them.

A  C E L E B R A T I O N .
In St. Nicholas’ Church tower, Liverpool, on Sunday morning, 

November 2nd, a quarter-peal o f Stedman Triples, 1,260 'changes 
(Dexter’s ): P. W. Cave 1-2, T. W. Hammond 3-4, T. R. Butler (con­
ductor) 5-6, G. R. Newton 7-8. Also touches of Grandsire Triples, 
conducted by G. R. Newton. The ringing took place to celebrate the 
birth of a son to Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Hammond (son and daughter- 
in-law of Mr. T. W. Hammond).

C R O Y D O N  R I N G E R S  V I S I T  I S L E W O R T H .
Ten members from the St. Peter’s, Croydon, band visited All Saints*, 

Isleworth, on Sunday afternoon, November 9th, to ring handbells with 
the local band for evensong.

Ringing was enjoyed for about three-quarters of an hour, the 
mfethods being Rounds and Queens on twelve, Grandsire Triples and 
Caters and Bob Major. Then both bands attended evensong, and the 
visitors received a special welcome from the Vicar, the Rev. P. W. 
Shepherd-Smith, before he began his address.

After the service, tea* and further ringing were enjoyed by all in 
the Mission Hall until black-out time.

The St. Peter’s band are to be congratulated, as they are all be­
ginners and are carrying on by themselves in the absence of Mr. 
Wills, their very able captain.

WATFORD. HERTS.—On Friday, November 7th, at the Parish 
Church, 720 Bob Minor: Dennis Laud 1-2, Charles N. Leman 3-4, 
Richard G. Bell (conductor) 5-6. First double-handed by D. Laud. 
First as conductor. A compliment to C. N. Leman on the birth of a 
granddaughter.

NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line' (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1 / 6.

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  
M ONDAY.

MIDLAND CO UNTIES* ASSOCIATION.— Hinckley 
District.— Next silent ringing meeting is at Earl Shilton 
on Saturday, November 15th. Bells at 4.30 p.m. Hand­
bells, etc., at the Plough during the evening. All wel­
come.— W . A. Wood, Dis. Sec.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.;—The monthly meeting 
will t*e held on Saturday, November 15th, at the Hay- 
market Hotel. HandbelR will be available from 3 p.m. 
Tea and meeting will follow at 4.15 p.m. All ringers'are 
welcome.— A. M. Tyler, Hon. Sec., 5, Addison Road, 
Bristol 3. •

O XFO R D  DIOCESAN GUILD.— Newbury Branch.. 
— The annual meeting will be held at Newbury on Satur­
day, November 22nd. Service 4.30 p.m., Parish Church, 
followed by tea and business meeting. W ill those re­
quiring tea please notify Mr. H. W . Curtis, Church 
Road, Shaw, Newbury, by Wednesday, November 19th?
— T. J. Fisher, Hon. Sec., Manor Lane, Newbury.

W ORCESTERSH IRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA- . 
TIO N .— Northern Branch.— Meeting for practice at 
Cradley (D .V.) on Saturday, November 22nd, 3 p.m. 
Tower bells available"(‘ silent’). Tea 5.15 p.m. Hand­
bells and usual evening arrangements.— Bernard C. Ash­
ford, Sec., 9 , Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Leatherhead 
District.— A district meeting will be held at Leatherhead 
on Saturday, November 29th. Bells (8, clapperless, 
tower) or handbells available from 3 o ’clock. Service
4.30. Tea at the Duke’s Head 5 . 15, followed by busi­
ness meeting. Everybody is welcome, but if you require 
tea please send numbers to Mr. G. Marriner, 7 , Poplar 

' Avenue, Leatherhead, as early as possible.— A. H. 
Smith, Hon. Sec.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Watford 
District.— Annual district meeting, Saturday, November 
29tfy at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey. Handbells 
from 3 p.m. Tea and business meeting 5 p.m. Names 
for tea to Mr. E. Jennings, 50, Rudolph Road, Bushey, 
by November 26th.— H. G. Cashmore, 24v Muriel 
Avenue, Watford.

ST. M AR Y’S CATHEDRAL (GLASGOW) SOCIETY.
— Regular practice meetings on the tower bells (10) with 
the apparatus will now be held on the first and third 
Saturdays of each month at 3 p.m., followed by hand­
bells. All welcome.— E. A. Stafford, Hon. Sec. 1

H A N D B E L L S  F O R  S A L E .
SET OF HANDBELLS, 16 (chromatic), size 18 or 19 

(maker, J. Shaw, Son and Co., Bradford). Perfect con­
dition. In strong wooden box.— Apply Miss A. M. 
Fulcher, The Castle, Winchester, Hants.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f  ‘  T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k in g ,  S u r r e y .

* The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

*
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  F R E E  

f r o m  t h e  
R e v . E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

». d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford Bob) . j  ... ...............................................  ... 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS .......... ' ............ ... 1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B. ... .................  6
CARD *OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ..........  .................. ......................................................  1i
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ..........  3

Cambridge Surprise Major .................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ......................... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ... ... ... 2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ........................................ 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ..................................................................... .................. 2  O
_____ ____________ «_____________________

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

' ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s . lOd.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc. , _

•STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
* STEDMAN,' 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope. 

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages. 
‘ SURPRISE METHODS.’ 2s. lOd A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pa&ea.

All post free, on reoeipt of postal order, from 
M i s s  M A R G A R E T  E .  S N O W D O N  
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s t o n ,  L a n c e

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
* GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’- 9th thousand, 6£d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ .for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7id. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

'THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
N0TCD FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
E st. 18 20  -<«••»- * Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) L td .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O roer y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p H oes in cre a se , 
p re -w a r  Q uality, and send us y o u r  old  Bell R opes  

fo r  rep a irs  w tiilst n ot in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  Q E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Redding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IKKSTAKD &  in  Solid Silver

Diameter 2}in 2iin. 8ii». 3iin. tin. 4iin. 5in. 5Hn 
Price 1 8 /8  22J8 8 8 /6  3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /8  6 7 /8  T 8 6

The Sin. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optioian
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2/9 
(• copies for 1 5 /- ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper oovers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /-).
O b tain able  on ly  p o st fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  Vloaraite. neap D aventry.

SMITH of DERBY
fo r C hurch  and T u r re t  Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers o f . many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, I ondon, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  4  S o n s , M idland C lock W ork s, 

D erby, Ltd.
Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 4 5 5 8 9  Grams. CLOCKS, DKRBY

Send"for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams

Buildings, London, E.C.4.
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GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON Ltd-
CROYDON

Founders of the 
H E A V IE S T  BELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

in

CANADA 
S. AFRICA 

MEW ZEALAND

Telephone 

Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

TWO NOTABLE RINGERS.
Last week it was our sad duty to record the passing of 

two men whose names have for many years been familiar 
to all our readers, and few ringers will have heard the 
news without some expression of=real regret. In these 
days happily the Exercise is so closely “knit together and 
the sense of brotherhood is so genuine that even those 
who never came into personal contact with William 'Will­
son <4r Gabriel Lindoff cannot altogether escape the feel­
ing of personal loss. And it is a loss, though of both 
men it can be truly said that their life’s work was done, 
and they -departed full of years and honour.

Lindoff and Willson were men who differed widely in 
almost every way. Lindoff “was pre-eminently a com­
poser, a man who spent much of his available time work­
ing out peals for others to ring, and perhaps no other 
composer had a gift equal to him for producing just those 
peals which best suited ringers’ needs. How much that 
has contributed to the advance and development of peal 
ringing is not easy to estimate. But he was not merely a 
man of figures, though his long sojourn in Ireland de­
barred him largely from peal ringing; he was eminently 
a practical ringer; he had made an excellent record before 
he went to Dublin; he lost no opportunities of holiday 
peal ringing; and as a ringer of long lengths he had few 
equals. It was this happy combination of the practical 
and the theoretical which probably made him the outstand­
ing success as a composer that he was. In the best sense 
of the word his work was utilitarian. He took, little in­
terest in some of the more abstruse discussions which 
from time to time have exercised the minds of composers, 
and he seldom engaged in controversy, though in his 
younger days he had more than one strenuous tussle with 
Henry Dains and Gharles H. Hattersley over questions 
arising out of Treble Bob and Superlative. Even in these 
it may be said that the fight was not of his making but 

■ was forced oh him. He was essentially of a modest and 
tolerant spirit.

William Willson was just the opposite. Equally free 
from malice and bad feeling, he was a bonny fighter, who 
especially in his younger days delighted in controversy 
and dealt his slashing blows right and left with rare 
gusto. When he had something to say he said it without 
mincing of words, and it would not be altogether unjust to 
hint that he sometimes stirred up a row just for the fun 
of the thing. But it is just as certain that no one enjoyed 
the fun more than those who caught his heaviest blows, 
especially when they could give back as good as they got.

Do not let us imagine that all this was mere fooling. 
There was method in it, and good came out of it, too.

(Continued on page 554.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
/ESTABLISHED 1833). I

CATHEDRAL, CHORCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many* of the largest and most important Clocks 

In the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E STO R E D .

‘ THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h l C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE R IN G E R SB A D G E ,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved 

—as Illustration.
get. H ALL MARKED GOLD . .  45/- 
H ALL MARKED SILVER . .  7/6 
G ILT OR W H ITE M ETAL . .  41-  
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

Exact size

GEO. STACEY, S K S "
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
‘ METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing World ’ Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

According to the proverb it takes all sorts of men to' 
make a worlfl, and it takes all sorts of ringers to make an 
Exercise. Some of the sorts perhaps we could very well 
dispense with, but we should be much the poorer without 
men of the types of Lindoff and Willson. Both of them 
belonged to the generation which did its chief work in 
the years before the last war, years which seem now so- 
remote. But they were important and fruitful years, and 
years when seed was sown of which the later generation 
reaped no small benefit. W e  ringers are what \ye are 
mainly because of what those men did who went before 
us. W e benefit by their work, and it should be an in­
centive and encouragement to us to go and do likewise. 
Among those men who served their own generation and 
whose work remains for the benefit of them that follow, 
we do not hesitate to give honourable places to Gabriel 
Lindoff and William Willson.

5-6
7-8

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM. ’

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc. i

Mufflers. Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

HANDBELL PEALS. ,
EVESHAM, WORCESTERSHIRE.

THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
On Monday, October 13, 1941, in Two Hours and Forty-One Mmutts.

A t  t h e  R e s id e n c e  o f  M r. A. W . L l o y d ,  *
a  p e a l  o f  G r a n d s i r e  t r i p l e s ,  sow c h a n g e s ;

P a r k e r ' s  T w e l v e - p a r t  (7th observation). Tenor size 18 in G.
•A u b r e y  W , L l o y d  .............  1-2 I G e o f f r e y  J. H e m m in g  . . .  5-6

J osep h  D. J oh n so n  .............  3-4 | T b o m a s  W . L e w is , R.A.F. 7-8
Conducted by G. J. H b m m in g , .

Umpire—James Hemming.
* First peal. Arranged for A.C.l T. W. Lewis, R.A.F., when home 

on leave
LEICESTER.

THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
Monday, November 10. 1941, in Two Hours and Forty-One Minutes,

A t  t h e  C b u r c h  o f  S t . Jo h n ,
A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  C A T E R S ,  S067 C H A N G E S }  

H a r o l d  J. P o o l e  . . .  , . .  1-2 I P ercy  L. H a r r is o n  v . .
G. S t e d m a n  M o r r is  .............  3-4 | E r n e s t  M o r r i s ....................

J o sia h  M o r r is  ........................g -10
C o n d u cte d  b y  H a r o l d  J P o o l e .

Withesses— Frederick E. W ilson and Mrs. H . J. Poole.
Rung to the respected memory of its composer, Mr. William Willson, 

immediately after the funeral service and during the interment* The 
handbells were half-muffled by Mr. Harry Wayne.

NOTTINGHAM.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

On Tuesday, November 11, 1941, in Two Hours and Three Minutes,
A t  V e r n o n  H o u s e , F r ia r  L a n r , ,

A P E A L  O F  B O B  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E 8 ;
Seven extent®.

' B e r n a r d  B r o w n  . . .  1-2 | K e v . R. D . S t . J. S m it h  . . .  3-4
R a l p h  N a r b o r o d g h .............  g-6

Conducted by R ev. R. D. St. J. S m ith .
* First peal o f Bob Minor.

EVESHAM, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION. 

(S o o t b e r n  B r a n c h .)
Oh Wednesday, November 12, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-Five Minutes, 

A t  t h e  R e s id e n c e  o f  M r . J . H e m m in g ,
A  P E A L  O F  B O B  M A J O R , 6152 C H A N G E S ;

Tenor size 18 in G.
*M issK a t h l e e n  M. Jo h n so n  1-2 f G e o f f r e y  J. H b m m in g  . . .  5-6
J o se p h  D. J o h n s o n  .............. 3-4 | ’ A u b r e y  W . L l o y d  .............. 7-8

Composed and Conduted b j  J o se p h  D . J o h n s o n .
Witnesses— Alderman J. and Mrs. Hemming.

* First peal of Major. Specially arranged and rung as a compli­
ment to Alderman James Hemming upon his election as Mayor of the 
Borough of Evesham and to Mrs. Hemming.
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PUDSEY, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Wednesday, November 12, 1941, in I wo Hours and One Minute,
A t  9 , P e m b r o k e  R o a d ,

A P E A L  O F  B O B  M A J O R , SOM C H A N G E 8 |
M is s  L .  K . B o w l i n g .............. 1-2 I P e r c y  J . J o h n so n  .............  5-6
W il l ia m  B a r t o n .......................  3-4 | Joh n  A m b l e r  .................... ..  7-8

C o m p o s e d  b y  Y o r k  G r e e n . C o n d u cte d  b y  P e r c y  J. Jo h n s o n .

BURBAGE, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

( H in c k l e y  D is t r ic t .)
On Sunday, November 16, 1941, in Two Hours and Nine Miihtes,

A t  S t e d m a n , S k b t c h l b y  R o a d ,
A P E A L  O F  B O B  M I N O R ,  5M0 C H A N G E S ;

Seven different extents. Tenor size 15 in' C.
•A l f r e d  Jo r d o n .......................  1-2 | fALFRED B a l l a r d  .............  3 - 4

fFRANK K. M e a s u r e s ............ 5-6
Conducted b y  F . K. M e a s o r e s .

* First peal of Minor, f  First peal of Minor on handbells. First 
peal of Minor on liandbells by the Hinckley District.

WEST GRINSTEAD, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

'On Sunday, November 16, 1941, in One Hour and Fifty-Six Minutes,
A t 92, B o tch e r ’s Row, /

A P E A L  O F  B O B  M IN O R , 5040 C H A N G E S )
Tenor size 15 in C.

G e o r g e  W .  M a s s e y  ............ 1-2 | E d g a r  R .  R a p l e y  ............ 3-4 -
C e c il  R. L o n g h o r s t ............ 5-6
C o n d u cte d  b y  E d g a r  R .  R a p l e y .

Rung as a birthday compliment to Dennis Brock, of Sunbury-on- 
Thames, who is now serving with H.M. Forces in the Middle East.

S T .  M I C H A E L ’S M O U N T .
ITS BELLS AND ITS ‘ CHAIR.’

In his book on Saint Michael’s Mount,* published in 1932, Canon T. 
Taylor gives a full description of the cnurcji and the bells, from 
which we take the following extracts. In view of recent cor­
respondence they will be read with interest.

The present church (writes Canon 'I'” .’ lor) was built some time during 
the fourteenth century, probably towards the end of it. The ring 
of bells was cast for the tower between the years 1385 and 1408, and 
in 1433 Sir John Arundell bequeathed a sum of money towards the 
construction of the rood screen, which was removed early in the' 
eighteenth century.

The same Sir John Arundell bequeathed a similar sum of money 
towards the maintenance of the ‘ light of St. Michael,’ the beacon on 
the church tower. A bequest for the 6ame purpose is found in the 
will of Peter Bevill, Esq., which was proved in 1515. The lantern, 
octagonal in shape, of very hard stone, is situated at the south­
western- angle of the embattled parapet of the tower, and, being no 
longer required as a receptacle of the beacon light, has become asso­
ciated with the good or evil fortune of newly-married couples, the 
first, bride or bridegroom, to reach it and to be seated in it after 
the marriage ceremony, acquires henceforth supreme control of 
domestic affairs. The real St. Michael’s Chair is a craggy tor in the 
west part of the island, and is described by Norden as ‘ somewhat 
dangerous for access.’

Of the six bells, five were procured for the tower towards the close 
of the fourteenth century and dedicated in the usual manner. The 
names given to them were chosen from the heavenly hierarchy and 
commemorate those five orders of angels which in the Liturgy are 
found in the daily Preface to the Sgnctus, wherein the worshipper 
is invited to unite with them in his tribute of praise to God. The 
five orders are Angels, Dominations, Powers, Virtues and Seraphin. 
When naming the Dells the prior appears to have reckoned Michael 
among the thrones one of the highest o f the hierarchy.

De Borlase fortunately preserved an account of the bells as he found 
them in the eighteenth century. They were then five in number, and 
of them the fifth, or tenor, had been recast in 1640 and bore coin 
impressions of that date. In 1785 the second bell was broken up and 
two others (now the second and third) substituted for it. The original 
inscription on this bell was, ‘ Sancte Nicholse : Ora pro nobfs; Ordo 
Principatuum.’ ' The third and fourth (now the fourth and fifth' bear 
the cross of William Ffounder, who has been identified with William 
Dawe, a London founder (1385-1408). The capital letters are Lom- 
bardic. As already stated, the tenor bell has been recast. There 
can be little doubt that it originally bore the name of St. Michael, 
the patron of the church.

St. Nicholas, whose name was invoked on the second bell, is the 
patron of Bailors.

THE LATE MR. WILLIAM WILLSON.
M UFFLED HANDBELLS AT LEICESTER  

FUNERAL.
The funeral took place on Monday, November 10th, at the Church 

of St. John the Divine. The service was fully choral and was con­
ducted by the Rev. A. E. Harris, Yicar of St. John’s, and the Rev. 
J. Axford, Vicar of the Church of the Holy Apostles, in which parish 
Mr. Willson had resided for many years.

As the cortege entered the church the organist played ‘ O rest in 
the Lord.' The hymnst ‘ On the resurrection morning * and ‘ How 
bright these glorious spirits shine,* were sung, and during the service 
a solemn half-muffled handbell course of Grandsire Caters was rung 
by Frederick E. Wilson 1-2, George S. Morris 3-4, Ernest Morris 5-6,
H. J. Poole 7-8, J. Morris 9-10. One may in all sincerity and reverence 
here repeat the beautiful words written by Mr. Willson himself:—

‘ The bells in cadence sweet, «
Pour muffled music down;

Their dirge a message oft repeat,
“  After the Cross—the Crown.”  ’

Five of Mr. Willson’s fellow ringers acted as bearers, viz., Edward 
Norman, Frank Howe, Ralph Hubbard, of St. John’s, Frederick H. 
Dexter, of Leicester Cathedral, and Colin Harrison, of Loughborough 
Bell Foundry.

Among the many beautiful floral tributes were a wreath from St. 
John|s Society, of which the late Mr. Willson was for so many years 
Ringing Master, and one in the shape of a standing bell from the 
members of the Midland Counties Association.

Among the congregation were'representatives of many towers, in­
cluding Messrs. A. H. Ward (Derby), R. H. Bartram (Melton 
Mowbray), R. Mount (Waltham), Fred Kilborn (Desborough), J. Pole 
and R. Barrow (Belgrave), C. Bird (Broughton Astley), A. Bailey 
(Knighton) and others. The Ladies’ Guild was represented by Mrs.
H. J. Poole, and the Midland Counties Association by Miss I. B. 
Thompson (hon. treasurer), Mr. A. J. Harris (Central Council repre­
sentative), the secretary and vice-president, who took part in the 
service as mentioned above. Owing to illness Mr. W. E. White 
(trustee) ajid Mr. J. H. Swinfield (Central Council representative) 
could not attend, but sent letters of sympathy and condolence. Among 
the many local ringers present, ’in addition to those named, were 
Messrs. W. H. Clarke, W. Aldridge, J. Smith, J. Hill, of St. John’s, 
and S. Cotton, T. Taylor, E. Rawson, J. Grant, of the Cathedral.

The deepest sympathy goes out to the relatives, especially Mr. 
Willson’s four daughters, Lilian A., Hilda, Winnie and Muriel, nil 
of whom were taught to ring bells, the first two having rung many 
peals. Immediately after the service a half-muffled handbell peal 
was rung in the church, the composi.tion of the late Mr. Willson, the 
account of which will be found in the peal columns.

T H E  M A Y O R  OF D U N S T A B L E ,
ALDERMAN A. E. SHARMAN RE-ELECTED.

By a unanimous vote, Dunstable Town Council re-elected Alderman 
Arthur E. Sharman as Mayor on Nov. 10th. He was described as an 
ideal war-time Mayor, but the hope was e*pressed that, as a reward 
for good service, he might end his term of office on a note of peace 
and victory.

Alderman F. G. Keep, in proposing Alderman Sharman’s re-election* 
said : ‘ It is a fitting tribute to a year’s work well and truly per­
formed. When he accepted office he put service before self, and now 
successful he has been in that direction can best be judged by the 
fact§.’

Alderman Sharman had put Dunstable’s rightful claims to the 
forefront, and in the committee room he had sought to attain the 
maximum results with the minimum delay of time. His chairmanship 
had been scrupulously fair and not in the least dictatorial.

‘ His attitude had always been one of calm determination and con­
fidence in the future, and such virtues make him an ideal war-time 
Mayor.’

Recalling the Mayor’s words on his election last year, ‘ My wife and 
I promise to place ourselves at the service of all that is good in the 
town, without distinction of class or creed,’ Councillor Parrott said 
the promise had been fulfilled with conspicuous success, and he 
asserted that the co-operation and enthusiasm of the townspeople 
would be with them in the coming year.

Councillor Parrott added that the untiring efforts and self-sacrifice 
of the Mayor and Mayoress had won the heartfelt thanks and appre­
ciation of the townspeople, who wished them success and happiness 
during the coming year.

Seconding, Councillor F. Kenworthy said Alderman Sharman was 
not an old man in Council years, but from the very first the Council 
had recognised that in him they had a man who possessed a mind 
capable of dealing effectively with the many problems, and that not 
only had he a mind that was capable of dealing with them, but he 
had revealed a heart capable of dealing with them also.

The Mayor spoke of the changes war had brought. * It would be 
a brave man who dared to predict what the future holds, and I 
am not going to attempt it,* said the Mayor. * The testing time 
may come in the next year, and if it does, Dunstable people will 
face it with the great courage I know they possess, vet it is my 
greatest wish that before November, 1942, the world will be at peace.’
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
THE LADIES’ GUILD.

(Continued from page 545.)
W h 6n Miss Edith Parker founded the Ladies’ Guild 

in October, 1912, she intended it to take its place among 
the other societies and associatiqns on terms of equality. 
For that two things at least were necessary. One was 
to show that the hew guild could ring peals unaided; 
the other was to secure recognition by the Central Coun­
cil.

The first presented no great difficulty. Three months 
before the guild was founded the first peal entirely by 
ladies had been rung at Christ Church, Cubitt Town, 
with Miss Parker as conductor.

Against the fulfilment of the second object there were 
obstacles which Miss Parker did not. realise, but she 
took the best course possible to overcome them by speak­
ing to Sir Arthur Heywood at the Council’s meeting in 
London in 1912, and asking his advice.

That put Heywood into a great dilemma. The whole 
idea of women as church bell ringers was distasteful to 
him. He thought them entirely oijt of place in the bel­
fry. Mixed bands of men and 'women would in his opinion 
be most objectionable, and his prejudices rather resented 
the intrusion of women into what he considered was a 
sphere belonging exclusively to men. I do not doubt he 
was influenced not a little by the suffrage agitation which 
ran contra to his whole ideas of social order. In one of 
his speeches he obscurely hinted at it. No one could tell, 
he said, where the women would not push themselves, 
but he did hope they would leave the belfries to the men. 
In judging him, we must remember that in his class and 
in his time there was a general convention that men 
should always give way to women; and women should al­
ways allow to men a nominal primacy and Certain re­
served spheres of activity. The demand for sex equality 
was a denial of a most important social convention. m

If the question had come to a head four or five years 
earlier, and if it had been raised by a man, there is little 
doubt, that Heywood would have taken a decided line and 
discouraged the whole thing. As he said himself, he was 
a man of strong opinions, and he usually let the Council 
know w'hat they were. But when Miss Parker spoke to 
him in 1912 he was taken at a disadvantage, and for 
probably the first and last time during the many years he 
was president he, was not sure of himself and failed to 
give the Council a firm lead.

For one thing he was a gentleman, and it was a lady 
who asked his advice. Whatever his opinions might be, 
he could not but treat her with kindness and courtesy. 
And he felt, as did so many more, the difficulty of object­
ing to an individual lady ringer, though it was easy 
enough to object to lady ringers as a whole.

There was another thing which consciously or uncon­
sciously influenced him. At that meeting the Council, by 
its resolution welcoming ‘ The Ringing. W orld,’ had 
shown, him that his personal opinions and prejudices must 
not prevail against the general wishes of the Exercise. 
He had been taught a lesson and he showed he had not 
forgotten it. So he gave Miss Parker a kindly and cour­
teous, but non-committal answer, and promised that her 
request for the recognition of the new guild and its repre­
sentation would be considered by the Council.

There appeared to be one difficulty. The minimum 
number of members necessary for representation was I

seventy-five,*and the guild had not yet reached that. 
Would it be possible, asked Miss Parker, to waive the 
rule for once? In the event the difficulty did not arise, 
for membership increased at such a rate that Miss Parser 
withdrew her suggestion and decided to wait until the 
full qualification was reached.

The matter came before the Council at Newcastle in 
1913. Mr. G. F . Coleridge was entrusted with the duty 
of opening the debate, but Heywood, in accordance with 
his usual custom, made a preliminary statement. He 
told thf Council that Miss Parker had spoken to him and 
ksked his 'advice. He had pointed out the difficulty 
about the membership qualification, and she had since 
agreed to wait until their numbers reached seventy-five. 
There was therefore no definite proposal before the Coun­
cil, and what they had better do was to discuss the mat­
ter and ventilate it without passing any resolution. It 
was a matter on which a large number of ringers 
thought strongly one way or the other, and he did not 
think the representatives then present should take upon 
themselves to express a definite Opinion as to what the 
association they represented thought about it. They 
might open up the question, and then go back to their 
associations and find out their feeling, so that -later they 
could come to a definite decision.

• It was wise advice, but not just the sort that he 
usually gave to the Council when a'tiy important matter 
had to be decided.

The debate was not a very illuminating one, for the 
majority of the members were in very much the same 
position as Heywood. They did not like the idea of 
women ringers (it cut across all their traditions and pre­
judices), yet they could not put their objections into any 
terms that looked reasonable. Their attitude could have 
very well been summed up in Lord Melbourne’s famous 
saying, W hy can’t you leave it alone?

Mr. Coleridge pointed out that ladies were already 
members of existing associations, and there was nothing 
to prevent one of them being elected as a representative 
member of the Council. Others argued that women ringers 
were already represented on the Council through the 
territorial associations, and did not need any special re­
presentation through the Ladies’ Guild. That sounded 
like a good argument, but was not so really for, of course, 
the object of the Ladies’ Guild was to secure the special 
recognition of women ringers.

M r., George P. Burton came forward as the uncom­
promising opponent of women ringers ’ in any and every 
way. His opinion was that it would be best if they were 
kept out of the belfries altogether. He said that his own 
tower of Mancroft had been threatened with their intru­
sion, but he was glad to say it had been saved from such 
an awkward predicament. So far as the Ladies’ Guild 
T,vas concerned, it was far too soon to think about giving 
them representation on the Council. They were said to 
have rung a peal, and that had made a few hot-headed 
people lose their heads.

C. E. Matthews spoke up for the ladies and mentioned 
Miss Alice White and others who were doing useful work 
in his association. C. W . O. Jenkyn took a similar line. 
Canon Elsee agreed with Mr. Burton to a large extent, 
and did not like the idea of mixed bands, but no one 
could say what the future had in store, and the time 
might come when women would serve on some of the 
most important councils of the Church.
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Summing up, Hey wood repeated that very few repre­
sentatives would* be prepared to vote without finding out 
what their associations thought. To vote for represen­
tation, he said, did not necessarily imply that they were 
in favour of mixed bands, and he tried to make a distinc­
tion between lady handbell ringers and lady tower-bell 
ringers. He had always been in favour of the former, 
and seemed to think it would be possible in that way to 
satisfy the ambitions of those ladies who were attracted 
by change ringing. But whether a guild which consisted 
mainly of handbell ringers should be represented on the 
Council was a question which required careful thought.

By the year 1914 the membership of the guild had ex­
ceeded eighty, and as the ladies wished for representation 
a formal application was made. It came before the Coun­
cil at the Winchester meeting.

The old prejudices were still very much alive, and when 
a number of the Council members talked the matter.over 
between themselves and said what they thought without 
restraint, they all declared that they intended to oppose 
the application., •

On the day of the meeting I was standing in a group 
in the street outside the meeting place when Heywood 
joined us. ‘ What are we going to do af>out the ladies?’ 
he said. ‘ I suppose we shall have to let them in.’ That 
really decided the matter, but the forms had to be gone 
through, and in due time Heywood called for a definite 
vote. Whereupon- Mr. Joseph Griffifi moved that the 
Ladies’ Guild shcjuld be admitted upon the same terms as 
any other association. Canon Baker seconded, mention­
ing that his own association, the Bedford, had just elected 
a lady as a vice-president.

The feeling ik favour was evidently more marked than

at Newcastle, and those who spoke, including C. E. 
Matthews, C. W . O. Jenkyn, and A. T. King, generally 
supported the ladies. Not so Mr. Burton—

•Among the faithless faithful only he;
Among innumerable false unmoved,
Nor number, nor example with him wrought 
To swerve from truth or change his constant mind.

Fortified by the opinion of the committee of his asso­
ciation, he entered his protest against the admission of 
the Ladies’ Guild to the Council. So far as he was 
aware they had not yet rung a peal, and he asked if they 
were suitable creatures to come and sit with men. The 
day before they .had burnt down a church.

Paradoxically this speech clinched the whole matter 
and turned a certain victory for the ladies into an over­
whelming triumph. The members who had been sitting 
on the fence slid down quietly on the women’s side, and 
those who had been trying to screw up their courage to 
oppose, when they heard their side of the case put so 
nakedly and so brutally, stole over to the enemy. A 
solid mass of hands was h^ld up when the question was 
put to the vote, with Mr. Burton as the solitary dissident. 
I looked round curiously to see what had become of those 
who the night before had pledged themselves to opposi­
tion. One and all they voted for the ladies.

C A M P A N O L O G Y .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—You ask (quoting ‘ The Sunday Times ’ ), ‘ What is Cam­
panology?’ The answer is that Campanology is a vile, pretentious, 
bastard word, which should never be used by any self-respecting 
member of the Exercise. People who call our art Campanology, and 
themselves Campanologists, should be rigorously excluded from the 
society of all decent ringers.

The same applies to men who call bell towers * campaniles.’ T.

I *

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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THE 
W H I T E C H A P E L  
BELL FOUNDRY

E S T A B L IS H E D  1570

MEARS & 
S T A I N B A N K

AT

34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD 
LONDON 

E.l
T e lep h o n e  B IShopsgate 2599

Founders of the new ring 
of twelve for 

Liverpool Cathedral 
Tenor 82 cwt.

H AN D BELLS, B E L L ROPES, 
MUFFLES, 

Etc.* .

BELFRY GOSSIP.
Congratulations to Mr. John Austin, who was born 78 years ago 

last Wednesday.
We are pleased to hear that besides Mr. J. O. Lancashire another 

member of the band who rang the first gilent peal of Stedman Cinques, 
Mr. Samuel Cotton, is still alive.

The first peal of Imperial the Third Major was rung at St. Giles’ , 
Norwich, on November 17th, 1760. At the conclusion John Webster, 
the ringer of the sixth, after ceasing his bell, fell dead. The tragedy 
is recorded in verse on a stone tablet in the belfry. Webster was a 
prominent man among the early Norwich Scholars. A letter from him 
to Dr. Charles Mason, of Cambridge, misled Jasper Snowdon into 
thinking that Benjamin Annable^disapproved of the Singles in Holt’s 
peals of Grandsire Triples. What Annable ‘ did not approve o£ * was 
the scheme for publishing Holt’s peals by subscriptions. There were 
reasons for his attitude.

The Norwich Scholars rang the first peal of London Surprise Major 
at St. Andrew’s in that city on November 17th, 1835, and on Novem­
ber 18th, 1824, they rang at St. Michael’s, Coslany, 8,448 changes of 
Oxford Treble Bob Major.

The Burton-on-Trent men, wifh Jasper Snowdon, rang 7,200 Double 
Norwich Court Bob Major at Beeston in Notts on November 18th, 
1882. At the time it was the longest length in the method.

The first silent peal o f Stedman Triples was rung at St. Paul’s, 
Burton-on-Trent, on November 20th, 1886.

The Australian tourists rang Kent Treble Bob at the Roman 
Catholic Cathedral, Sydney, seven years ago yesterday, and two days 
later they rang Stedman Triples at Darling Point.

Fifty years ago to-day eleven peals were rung. They consisted of 
Grandsire Triples 4, Caters 1, Stedman Triples 1, Kent Treble Bob 
Major 1, Royal. 1, Oxford Treble Bob Major 1, and Minor 2. The 
Grandsire Caters was at All Saints’ , Fulham, and was Mr. Frank 
Bennett’s first peal on ten bells.

MR. JAMES GEORGE.
VETERAN’S 88th BIRTHDAY.

On© of the most remarkable men in the Exercise is Mr. James 
George, not only for what he has done, but for what he is doing 
now and threatens to do in the future.

Next Thursday he will be 88, and despite all he nas gone through 
in the last 18 months, including the amputation of nis left leg, 
maintains his characteristically cheerful outlook on life, and says he 
is looking forward to ringing further tower bell peals when the war 
is over. That’s the spirit, and it has pulled Mr. George successfully 
through his recent ordeals.

Mr. George, who now resides at Quinton Hall, Quinton, Birming­
ham, would like his ringing friends to know that he is making' good 
progress, and he thanks all those who have sent'him kind messages 
of sympathy.

His peal ringing career has been almost phenomenal, for in 50 years 
he ran up a total of 1,280. It began at St. George’s Church, Camber­
well, oh February 16th, 1889, and ended—for the time being—at 
Leicester on November 30th, 1939, with Stedman Triples on handbells 
for his 86th birthday.

In between he did all sorts of wonderful things; the bigger and 
rougher the better lje liked it. And there is one thing he seems to 
have made a practice o f ; he has a habit o f being the last survivor of 
certain notable performances. He’s the only one left, for example, 
of those who rang in his first peal. In 1896 he rang in three peals 
of Royal on the old bells of St. Philip’s, Birmingham—notorious 
chest crackers some of them—and rang the eighth to one and the 
tenor to the other two. He is the last survivor of these peals. And 
there’s lots o f others. When his one thousandth peal was celebrated 
at Wolverhampton, he reeled off quite a list of peals and reminded 
the party after each that he was the only one left of the band. 
Well, I have rung some interesting peals with Mr. James George. 
He’s nearly 25 years older than I and—and I don’t like i^* But let 
J.hat pass. ¥

One of the troubles about James George is that the longer he has 
lived the worse he lias seemed to get. Years ago he rang in three 
peals of Stedman Cinques in 24 hours at Que* Park; in 1911, when 
he was 57, he rang the tenor at Ashton-under-Lyne to the 12,240 of 
Kent Treble Bob Maximus in 8 hours 39 minutes. Ten years later he 
rang the 42 owt. tenor at Cornhill to a birthday peal o f Stedman 
Cinques and promised to come back in 50 years for another. Well, 
who knows! And then on November 28th, 1925, the day after his 
72nd birthday, he rang the old 53 cwt. tenor at Bow, Cheapside, to 
a lialf-muffled peal o f Treble Bob Maximus, in 4 hours 7 minutes, 
for the funeral of Queen Alexandra.

One might add to the exploits of James George, but this will suffice 
to show the manner of man he was and is. I f  it is possible to 
triumph over handicap he’ll do it, and his friends everywhere look 
forward to the time when his health—and the war—will enable him 
to get back to the belfry. J. S. G.
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DEATH OF GABRIEL LINDOFF.
A G R E A T  COM POSER.

His Work for the Irish Association.
Gabriel Lindoff is dead and the Exercise has lost one of its greatest 

figures of all time—great in knowledge, great in achievement, great* 
in personal charm. He passed away on Friday, November 7th, in a 
Dublin Home, whither he had been removed from hospital a week or 

1 two before when it was realised that recovery after a collapse was 
practically impossible. For a fortnight before his death he was seldom 
conscious ,

Gabriel Lindoff’s name has been a household word among ringers 
for more than fifty years, and whilst, most members of the Exercise 
know him chiefly for the vast contribution which he has made to 
the science of ringing, those more intimately acquainted with him 
can best appreciate his painstaking devotion to the art, the extra­
ordinarily vast explorations he undertook into the scientific aspect of 
ringing and the developments which were the outcome of his labours.

In this connection it should be remembered that the beginnings of 
his work took place in the days when men knew little of the produc­
tion of methods and composi­
tions by formulae. Everything 
they did was done largely by 
trial and error, and Lindoff 
himself was one of the first 
to prove that much of the 
work could be reduced to 
mathematical form and pro­
gression.

Apart, however, from all 
this mass of investigation, car­
ried on within the quietude of 
his own home, Lindoff did a 
wonderful work for practical 
ringing in Ireland.

He was born in Lsiston,
Suffolk, on November 19th,
1868, so that had he lived 
until this week he would have 
been 73 years of age. He
i’ oined the Royal Engineers in
lis youth, and after his term 

of service went to live in Lin­
coln, until a great opportunity 
came to him.

When Lord Iveagh gave the 
majestic ring of ten bells to 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral in 
1897, Lindoff went to Dublin 
as instructor of the band at 
the Cathedral, and he had 
made Ireland his home ever 
since. Not only did he build 
up the band at the Cathedral 
very quickly, but he early on 
promoted the [rish Associa­
tion, of which he was elected 
the first secretary 45 years 
ever since, as guido, counsellor T H E  L A T E  MR.  G A B R I E L  
and friend. Naturally in a L i N D O F F .
land where change ringing was
little known ana towers for the most part sparsely scattered, the diffi­
culties were great, but slowly, yet none the less‘surely, Lindoff built 
up the organisation, which now extends from Londonderry to Limerick.

His sojourn in Ireland robbed him very largely of peal ringing 
opportunities, yet he had taken part in many historic performances 
and travelled to this country to do so. For a man of such restricted 
peal ringing opportunity he had probably shared in more record per­
formances than any other, and in this sphere his capabilities were 
thought of very highly by William Pye with whom he rang a num­
ber of long^ lengths, For instance, Gaoriel Lindoff had never rung 
a Pea  ̂ ° f  Cambridge Surprise Maximus, but William Pye, one oi 
tnfe best judges of a ringer’s ability, without hesitation put him in 
the record peal of 15,312 at Ashton-under-Lyne in 1929.

But then had they not shared in the earlier glories of the 11,111 
Stedman Cinques at Birmingham in 1901, the 11,328 of London 
Surprise Major at King’s Norton in 1903, the 18,027 Stedman Caters 
at Loughborough in 1907 and had not Lindoff kept up his flair for 
long peals by taking part in the 11,232 of Superlative Surprise Major 
at Bolton in 1927 and the 17,824 of Oxford Treble Bob at Heptonstall 
about three months later? William Pye knew his man and Gabriel 
Lindoff did not let him down.

In addition to the long peals already mentioned, Mr. Lindoff was 
m two abortive attempts, one in 1923 when he took part in an 18.240 
Kent Treble Bob Major in 11 hours 13 minutes at Mottram, which 
turned out to be false. In 1928 he took part in an attempt for 22,096 
Double Norwich Major, which ended after 18,360 changes had been 
rung in 10 hours 52 minutes.

Lindoff organised many toufs for English ringers in Ireland, which 
those who took part in them remember with pleasure, and he or­
ganised them with a genius .that always spelled success. The principal 
part of his own peal ringing in higher methods was done on these 
and similar ringing tours in this country under the leadership of 
Pye and others.

Mr. Lindoff had been a member of the Central Council since 1920, 
as one of the representatives of the Irish Association. Previously the 
association had been represented by the Rt. Hon. R. R. Cherry only 
from 1903 to 1912, but in 1920 they became affiliated once more and 
elected two members, of whom Lindoff was one, and he continued as 
one of the members up, to his death. When the activities of the Peals 
Collection Committee were revived a few years ago, to get together a 

-collection of compositions suitable for general use, Mr. Lindoff was 
made thte * convener.* The work was practically completed just before 
the war broke out, but, of course, has not yet been published.

Gabriel Lindoff bore a name outstanding in more than one respect. 
Every ringer knows him as a great composer, every conductor as a 
painstaking and reliable producer. But his very name itself had 
an appeal in it seldom found in English nomenclature. It was a 
unique and striking combination which created a fascinating impres­
sion, whether spoken or read—Gabriel Lindoff.

To ringers of long experience what a wealth of talent, what a flood 
of memories the name brings back.

M R. L IN D O F F  AS A CO M PO SER.
His Wonderful Versatility.

To, the majority of our readers Mr. Lindoff will best be known, 
through his compositions, and it is as a composer that his name will 
most be familiar to future generations. There his fame is secure, for 
though he has not to his credit any one outstandingly popular peal 
like J. J. Parker’s Grandsire Triples,. Thomas Thurstans’ Stedman 
Triples, or John Pritchard’s Bob Major, more compositions by him 
have probably been rung than byiany other man dead or alive. His 
interest in composition began when he was still a lad at Leiston, and 
the first peal he called was his own composition.

The interest begun so early never flagged for more than half a 
century, and probably received a great stimulus from his long exile 
in Dublin, since he was cut off active participation in peal ringing 
in the higher methods except when he could pay a visit to England 
or welcome a touring party in Ireland. Patience and thoroughness, 
added to natural, gifts, enabled him to explore in.turn most o f the 
methods in ordinary practice and to provide just that sort of peal 
best suited for the conductor’s use.

His first compositions were in Bob Major, for that was the Method 
rung by the band he learnt with. Here one of his peals, a 5,376 in 
six parts reducible to 5,152, had some measure of popularity with 
other hands.

From Bob Major, Mr. Lindoff turned his attention to Treble Bob 
Major, and at, for him, a fortunate time. The method was then 
more extensively practfced than any other, on eight bells and for long 
had been a favourite one with composers. The wide scope and variety, 
and the enormous number of possible peals, together with the diffi­
culties created by internal falseness, made the method a fascinating 
study for scores of composers whose work is so well and so clearly 
set out in Jasper Snowdon’s Treatise on Treble Bob. Indeed, so 
many men had been working fn this field that 50 years ago it was 
commonly said that everything possible had been done and nothing 
was left for newcomers.

But it so happened that the standards set by John Beeves, when 
in the eighteenth century he first put composition in the method on 
a sound basis, had altered very* little. His idea was to get the largest 
number of changes in the fewest number of courses and to make the 
sixth, and if possible the fifth, work the extent both right and wrong. 
The men who followed adopted and developed these ideas, and 
gradually the extent with the tenors togather and peals with the 
sixth the extent in all conceivable ways were produced.

Then in the early eighties a three-part peal by Earle Bulwer 
appeared almost casually. It broke away from and reversed the old 
musical standards. Instead of trying to keep the most musical bells 
their extent in sixth’s at the course end, he tried to keep the most 
unmusical bell, the second, out of that pesition. That set a new 
ideal which in time was followed more or less by all composers, and 
peals were produced not, as before, to have the sixth the extent 
right and wrong, but to have the second and third never in sixth’s
place. ___

A NEW FIELD IN TREBLE BOB.
A whole new field was opened up in Treble Bob composition, and 

of it * Gabriel Lindoff took full advantage. There was keen competi­
tion to produce the first peal with the second and third never in 
sixth’s, for at the time it was not an easy job. Mr. Lindoff was the 
first to succeed, but as his earliest peal started with bobs at Home, 
there was an outcry from his older rivals that it was not playing the 
game. The Central Council, however, formally decided that the plan 
was perfectly valid.

Mr. Lindoff then went further and produced some of the three-parts 
with 2-3 part-ends which now became the popular peals with con­
ductors.

(Continued on next page.)
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THE LATE MR. GABRIEL LINDOFF.
(Continued from previous page.)

The increasing popularity of Superlative Surprise gave Mr. Lindoff 
another opportunity, and here he produced a large number which 
were rung. So he did in London Surprise, where he took full advan­
tage of the discovery by Mr. F. Dench that the method has a clear 
proof scale if bobs at In and Fifths are called in every course. James 
W. Washbrook was the first to turn this to full account, and he used 
it to compose the 11,328 which was rung at Drayton in 1896.

London composition with continuous In and Fifths is practically 
restricted Bob Major composition, and 5,184 changes are the only 
handy length possible; but Mr. Lindoff introduced one or two full 
courses. That gives some risk of internal falseness, but makes a very 
large number of peals possible. WilJiam Pye was very partial to this 
style of composition and he called dozens of Mr. Lindoff’s peals.

Gabriel Lindoff has the distinction of composing the longest peal of 
London yet rung, 14,112 changes, and he himself 4ook part in the 
performance. The amount of true material in the method is strictly 
limited, and the way it can be put together is strictly limited too; 
it was, therefore, not surprising that Law James in his independent 
investigations should have discovered what is essentially the same 
peal, only when James put it together he was able to include one lead 
more.

Composition in Bristol Surprise Major so long as the tenors are not 
parted is the same as composition in Treble Bob without any fear- of 
internal falseness.' Here Mr. Lindoff did good work and many of 
his peals have been rung. Here, too, the longest length as yet rung 
was by him. As a composition it has been beaten by many changed.

Just as the development in Treble Bob composition gjave Mr. Lindofl^ 
his first great opportunity, so the increasing popularity of the half- 
and-half peals of Stedman Caters and Cinques opened another great 
field for him, of which he did not fail to take full advantage. He 
composed the 18,027 of Caters rung at Loughborough in 1909, and the
11,111 of Cinques rung at Birmingham in 1901, as well as the 19,738 
Caters rung on handbells at Guildford in 1912. The latter was a  
reduction of a 22,222; and to get this length, and yet have the second 
half of the peal in the handstroke position, the changes were started 
at backstroke.

Grandsire Triples was for many years Considered almost the most 
difficult method for composition and few men ventured to tackle it, 
but here Mr. Lindoff produced more than one excellent peal, though 
for the most part conductors never look further than Parker’s 12-part 
and Holt’s Original.

The above ^description by no means covers all Mr. Lindoff’s work 
as a composer. He has some fine compositions in Double Norwich, 
including one with the 60 course ends and a longer length (in-course) 
than had previously bfeen obtained; and we must not forget the 
service he rendered to those bands who were seeking for new Surprise 
methods to practise. A very large proportion * of the methods rung 
by the "talented Suffolk bands at Leiston and Helmingham were 
worked out by him, and other bands have also benefited by his work 
in this field.

When we remember how important good compositions are to peal 
ringers wo can begin to form some estimate of xne debt the Exercise 
owes to Gabriel Lindoff.

F O U N D E R  O F  T H E  I R I S H  A S S O C I A T I O N .
'FORTY-THREE YEARS 4S  SECRETARY.

Gabriel Lindoff, as is recorded above, was born at Leiston, Suffolk, 
where he spent his childhood's days. When in his ’teens his interest 
in bellringing was aroused while daily watching the work on the 
hanging of the local peal of bells, and he determined to teach himself 
how to ring a bell. This he did when about 17 years old at St. Mar­
garet’s, Leiston, where, unknown to lockl ringers, he taught himself 
how to control a bell, and when he first appeared in the presence of 
a team he created much amazement by his capabilities.

Iji 1886, the year of his first peal of 5,000 Bob Major at Leiston, he 
joined the Royal Engineers, in which later he became an Army 
schoolmaster, and was stationed near Gillingham, Kent, where he in­
structed the local band of ringers. His progress in change ringing 
was rapid and he was soon conducting peals of 5,000 changes: In 
the meantime he was for a time stationed at •Aldershot and put in 
some spade work at Farnham nearby, where he called peals with the 
local men.

In 1896 he left the Army and took up a position in Lincoln, and 
there connected himself with the local ringing circles. His stay, how­
ever, was short, for in 1897 he left England and became instructor 
to the ringers at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin, where a new peal 
of ten bells (tenor 45 cwt.) had recently been presented by the late 
Lord Iveagh, K.P.

The founding of the Irish Association was due to his initiative. In 
1898 he circularised five local ringing societies with a view to founding 
a national organisation.' The response was encouraging, and on Satur­
day, October 22nd, about 25 ringers from Dublin and district, nearly 
all of whom knew very little of change ringing, met in St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral Grammar School, Dublin, to give birth to the Irish Asso­
ciation. At this meeting Mr. R. R. Cherry (Lord Justice Richard 
Cherry as he afterwards became) was elected president and Gabriel 
Lindoff was elected hon. secretary, a position which he held through­
out his lifetime. The office is now vacant for the .first time.

The first peal of 5,000 for the Irish Association was rung on hand-^ 
bells in 1899. This was followed by a peal on tower bells in 1900 and 
from that time progress in change ringing and peal ringing was rajnd. 
Eventually almost every ringing society in the country joined the 
association, making a membership at present of about 300 ringers.

Through his efforts the ten at St. Patrick’s, Dublin, were augmented 
to twelve in 1909. The two trebles were presented by Lord Justice 
Cherry and a semitone was hung for ringing.

During the war years (1915-1918) no meetings were held bv the 
Irish Association, as so many of its members were in the Army, 
while local trouble also made travelling long distances uncertain. 
Nevertheless, Mr. Lindoff kept the interest alive, and in 1919 the 
association once again met, but only for two years, for in 1921 trouble 
again occurred and the association did not meet until 1925. I t  has 
not, however, failed in its meetings since.

St. George’s Society, Dublin, elected Mr. Lindoff their vice-president 
in 1930, and since that time this society has progressed in change 
ringing and now have, two peals to their credit unassisted.

After a number of attempts at meetings of the association to elect 
Mr. Lindoff president, he was eventually elected to that office in 1934, 
but only on the condition that he held the office of hon. secretary at 
the same time. The chairman of the meeting on one occasion refused 
Mr. Lindoff’s name as a candidate for president, adding that 4 we 
want Mr. Lindoff for a more important office.*

As most of the ringeffe in the British Isles already know, a pre­
sentation, to which subscriptions came from almost every association 
affiliated to the Central Council of Church Bellringers, of which he 
was a member, was made to Gabriel Lindoff in 1938, in the form of a 
gold watch suitably inscribed and an illuminated address to mark 
the completion of 40 years as hon. secretary for the Irish Association.

He had over 400 peals to his credit, rung for almost every associa­
tion, of which he was a member. He conducted 39 of his 65 peals 
rung for .the Irish Association.

He was 4 at home ’ when teaching recruits and never spared himself 
in his efforts to produce good rihgers. He .was much loved bjr the 
ambitious learner, with whom he would spend hours in explaining 
matters. *

He was active up to the end of 1940. when his health commenced 
to fail, but this did not deter him from his activities until last March, 
when he was confined to bed for a few weeks and was absent for 
the first time from an Irish Association meeting. He recovered suffi­
ciently to enable him to return to regular Sunday service ringing until 
about two months ago, when he became suddenly seriously ill.

His much lamented death occurred on Friday, November 7th, at a 
Dublin Home of Rest.' His loss will be keenly felt by the Irish Asso­
ciation and in ringing circles in general.

He was laid to rest on Monday, November 10th, in Mount Jerome 
Cemetery, Dublin, the Rev. J. L. P. Atkinson, M.A., Dean’s Vicar, 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin, officiating at the service. The coffiA 
was borne to the grave by a party of bellringers, and about forty 
bellringers from Dublin and district attended the funeral, which took 
place in very inclement weather.
„ Mr. Lindoff is survived by one son—.Gabriel George Lindoff.

AN A P P R E C IA T IO N .
By C. T. COLES.

The hand of death has taken from us another great ringer in the 
person of Gabriel Lindoff. To many present-day ringers he was little 
known personally, but in days before the war a week seldom passed 
without his name appearing in the peal columns of 4 The Ringing 
^Vorld.’ For years hte has been known as one of the leading and most 
reliable composers of peals. His collection of compositions of Stedman 
Caters and Cinques is surpassed in numbers only by the late John 
Carter’s broadsheets, and his London Surprise peals number scores of 
thousands In other methods, notably Superlative Surprise, he has 
given the Exercise many excellent compositions, whilst he has also 
been the composer of many long peals, including the London and 
Bristol Surprise records, and the 18,027 Stedman Caters rung at 
Loughborough in 1909, to which peal he rang the ninth.

My first recollection of meeting him was during a ringing tour in 
Hampshire in September, 1928, when I was invited to join the tourists 
in a peal of Stedman Cinques at Winchester Cathedral. Gabriel was, 
of course, his usual modest self, and this meeting with him proved 
to be one of many such delightful happenings. Less than a year 
later he rang in what turned out to be his first peal of Cambridge 
Surprise Maximus, the 15,312 at Asliton-under-Lyne. It was owing to 
Gabriel’s good efforts, and quite possibly due to his great friendship 
with the Asliton-under-Lyne ringers, that this peal was arranged at 
that tower As an old campaigner and ringer of long peals Gabriel 
was abl? to stay the course in spite of his anxiety, expressed after­
wards, to do his best in his 4 first peal in the method.’

A year or two later 4 Gay,’ as he was affectionately called, joined 
the 4 Pye * party on its annual tour, and he was a regular member 
of that party u n tilth e  outbreak of war stopped ringing. One of 
these tours, a most memorable one in Eire and Northern Ireland, 
was arranged by him in 1936, and his great efforts on that occasion, 
resulted in a successful tour and a delightful week’s holiday. He was 
one of that type of ringer dear to the heart of the leader of a tourist 
band, always ready to stand in a peal, or to stand out of a peal.

(Continued on next page.)
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A  P E A L  O F  T R I P L E S  A T  W E L L S .  •
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The peal o f Stednian Triples riAg at Wells Cathedral, 
and mentioned by Mr. A. H. Pulling in your issue of November 14th, 
was a very fine performance. It was intended to ring Stedman Caters, 

,but the band turned up one short and Triples was substituted.
The peal was rung during one of the tours arranged by Mr. Pulling. 

I have not the details by me, but I believe it was on August 11th, 
1925, and the band was Major J. H. B. Hesse, Messrs. A. H. Pulling, 
G. Williams, E. P. Duffield, J. A. Cole, C. H. Dobbie, W. T. Beeson,
G. Steere and O. Sippetts. %

I heard the whole of the peal and it w,as the finest ringing that I 
have had the pleasure of listening to.

The striking was so good that it may have appeared monotonous 
to some people, because I remember that a lady who noticed I was 
interested in the ringing enquired of me if the bells were being rung 
by ; machinery.’ GEORGE PULLINGER.

Bishopstoke, Hants.

Y O R K S H I R E  R I N G E R S  T R A G I C  D E A T H
A verdict of ‘ Accidental death ’ was returned by the Craven Coroner 

on Mr. George Cecil Wallace, railway clerk, of Brackenley Lane, 
Embsay, who met his death on Monday week on his way to work 
after colliding with a G.P.O. mail van. The driver was exonerated 
from blame at the inquest.

The funeral took place at the Embsay Parish Church. Mr. Walla6e 
was held in high esteem, as was shown by the number of colleagues 
who attended the funeral to pay their last respects. The service was 
conducted by the Vicar £the Rev. W. M. Lister).

Mr. Wallace was born at Derby and came to Skipton some years 
ago as a clerk on the L.M.S. Railway, where he worked for many 
years, being sent later to Leeds, and was engaged there up to the 
time of his death. He had lived at Embsay for some years, and was 
a member of the local Home Guard.

Up to the beginning of the war he was an active bellringer at the 
Skipton Parish Church, a duty which he had carried out for many 
years. He was also keenly interested in ambulance work in connec­
tion with the L.M.S. ambulance unit. He leaves a widow and three 
ohijdren. ---------------

S P L I C E D  S U R P R I S E  M A J O R .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The enclosed plain courses will, I think, be of interest 
to those who are interested in Spliced Surprise Major.

Might I again express my admiration of the way in which you are 
keeping ‘ The Ringing W orld ' as interesting as ever despite the 
scarcity of news? C. KENNETH LEWIS.

c /o  23, Grimshaw Street, Presto®.
False Course Ends.

2345678 A.denham 65432 (7) 32546 6
5738264 Superlative 43265 (2) 53624 (7) 24365 (4)
8674523 London
7856342 Yorkshire 24365 (2)
6452735 Belgrave
4263857 Cambridge" 32546 (1)
3527486 Rutland 65432 (1) 53624 (2)

A n  A 1 T r\ r n  o j i v o

2345678 Aldenham 65432 (7) 32546 (6)
5738264 Pudsey
8674523 London
7856342 Yorkshire
6482735 Belgrave
4263857 Cambridge 32546 (1)
3527436 Rutland 65432 (1)

For peals with the first of these courses it would appear that 
Middleton’s peal of Cambridge is true, but no other. The variations 
with bobs Before cannot be used.

T H E  L A T E  M R  G A B R I E L  L I N D O F F .
(Continued from previous page.).

Only on one occasion can I recollect him expressing a desire to stand 
in a particular peal attempt, and this was on the Irish tour already 
referred to, when he cdlled the first peal of Cambridge Royal in 
Ireland, at the Cathedral at Enniskillen.

Gabriel Lindoff was. too, a delightful companion in the hours * off 
duty,’ and his store of anecdotes passed many an hour away. Many 
ringers will mourn him, and more than one tourist party will miss 
him. When our bells are rung once more, the sound of them will 
alwaya bring back pleasant memories of a great fcnd true English 
gentleman. ,

L O N D O N  C I T Y  C H U R C H E S .
COMMERCIAL INTERESTS MAY OPPOSE RESTORATION.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I am sure that the views of Mr. John Summerson, ex­

pressed in his address to the Architectural Association, do not repre­
sent the views of the majority of members of that body, which has 
in a number of ways shown its appreciation of Wren’s work. Most 
architects, I believe, would be glad to see a complete restoration of 
Wren’s churches were this possible, but while we may, in view of 
Mr. Summerson’s position, deplore his materialistic opinions, we must 
admit the futility of rebuilding in some of the cases where congrega­
tions are almost non-existent. •

I hope and believe that we shall see the reconstruction of the more 
important churches, such as St. Bride’s, Bow and St. Lawrence Jewry, 
with the I5est of their original features reproduced. In cases where 
a complete restoration is not possible, public opinion will probably 
ensure the retention of the towers (if they are of artistic value, as 
at St. Vedast’s, Foster Lane). We must, however, anticipate opposi­
tion from the big banks and other commercial interests, who have 
for long coveted the best of the sites. It will be remembered that 
a few years ago some of our own * vandals ’ made a determined 
onslaught on no less than 19 City churches! This was defeated (with 
the loss only of All Hallows’ , Lombard Street) largely through the 
opposition of the Corporation and the architectural and archaeological 
societies.

The steeple of Bow will certainly be put in order; but whether its 
condition will allow of a ringing peal equal in weight to the old 
remains to be seen. It is a fact that in many of these buildings 
(even St. Paul’s) the internal work is very inferior to the excellent 
masonry we see outside, so that they are highly susceptible to  the 
action of fire or explosives. We can’t altogether blame our fore­
fathers for this; they deserve our respect and admiration for their 
achievement in rebuilding about fifty parish fchurches (besides com­
mencing a new St. Paul’s) within a few years of the Great Fire, which 
must have sadly impoverished the City. We must admit that the 
bells of Bow rather overloaded the tower (though a modern frame 
would have overcome this to some extent), and I am prepared to 
see in the future a lighter peal than we have been accustomed to. 
After all, we can get a  very good effect with a tenor of 35 or 40 cwt. 
should a reduction in weight be unavoidable.

It will be the duty of the London rjnging societies, with the aid 
of the Central Council, to raise their voices in no uncertain manner 
at the proper time to ensure that the new Bow bells are worthy of 
the tower and its ringing history.

I think, by the way, that Mr. Summerson confused St. Mary Alder- 
mary with St. Mary Aldermanbury. The former church is quite a 
good one, and has a fine tower; it is interesting as being one of 
Wren’s incursions into Gothic. I hope that at some future time the 
stone finials on the tower pinnacles will be replaced; they have been 
missing for several years. St. Mary Aldermanbui*y was not one of 
the best examples of Wren’s work.
rA correspondent seeks information about my old Parish Church of 

St. Mary, Islington. The church is practically destroyed, but I am 
happy to say the steeple and bells have survived. The tower was 
never very strong, and I fear it will have been further weakened by 
its ordeal; it dates from 1754 and was the design of a joiner, Lancelot 
Dowbiggin. In my young days I used to sit below his monument, 
which bore a sculptured representation of his compasses, tee-square, 
etc. We were rather proud of the mahogany pulpit with its great 
sounding board carried on finely carved Corinthian columns. This 
had been for many years diverted from its proper purpose to serve 
as a table top in the workhouse. We have lost several excellent 
examples of this item of church furniture, not only in the recent 
troubled period, but in * restorations * of former years. I believe all 
the other bells mentioned by your correspondent are intact, though 
some of the churches have suffered severely by enemy dction.

R. F. DEAL.
Since writing the above I find I have been too optimistic regarding 

St. Vedast’s, Foster Lane. After m«nv attempts I  have succeeded in 
getting into the church, and find th$t the tower, though outwardly 
showing no sign of damage, is internally in rather a bad state. The 
base is blocked by â  mass of charred debris, in the midst of which 
one or two bells can he seen. Of course, it is impossible to tell what 
condition they are in.

The Rector is taking all necessary steps for the preservation of 
the bells ancl other remaining objects of interest. St. Vedast’s bells 
were, I  believe, the heaviest six in London (tefoor about 16 cwt.) and 
the txnver is considered one o f the best of the smaller ones hv Wren.

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T I M A T E S  S U B M I T T E D  FOR N E W  C L O C K S ,  C H IM E  A D D IT IO N S ,  R EPAIRS 
OR R E P A IN T IN G  O F  D IA LS .
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GRANDSIRE CATERS.
B y  E d g a r  C . S h e p h e r d .

THE DEVELOPM ENT OF COMPOSITION.
(Continued from page 539.) •

The device used by John Martin to extend the available 
courses in the Tittums was what he designated ‘ Calling 
the 7th down out of the Tittums.’ He calls the 7th Be­

fore, In and Out at 6 with a Double. The 
64235978 Tittum .position /is broken up for 198
--------------  changes, and is then re-established, the
57628493 4 total result being the same as if a 78 has 
76528493 6 been called. The bell behind the 9th is un- 
65728493 6 disturbed so that if the 6th is in that position 
42635978 1 the music is tolerable. In other cases it is 

very poor stuff. Martin knew this quite 
well, and felt that he was only making the best of a bad 
job.

Below his 10,080 he writes: ‘ 10,080 as is hear prick’d, 
and has got all the Musick in it as caa be Thrown into it, 
and by filling up five of the Blanks it W ill make a peal 
of 11 ,070, and by Filling up the Other five Blanks it will 
make a peal of 12,060, and the Greater Lengths you Run 
the More Deficient the Music in some parts must be. But 
preserve and get all the good Music you can.’

Martin set out his peals and touches by" the 
52637489 Bob leads, indicating by dotted lines in red 
26537489 ink the places where the 7th might be ‘ called
................  down.’ The example given here shows how
................  they appear in the composer’s book, and. the
................... reference to filling up the blanks will be readily
36245978 understood. From 2653489 one may call 

a bob at 7 , and so arrive at 36245978 in seven 
leads; or one may, from 26537489, call the 7th down, in­
sert 198 changes, and still arrive at 36245978.

The famous 10,080 is given here as it appears in Ship- 
way’s book.

23456789

75 29 3 8 4 6  J  
46738295 3

35426978 1 
46357289 5

36524978 1 
54367289 5

52493867 
( 67538492

j  75638492 
C 56738492

43 5 26978
(67458392

7465S392

46758392

3 
6 
6 
1

4 
6 
6

63457289
•47638592

76438592

6 4 7 38 5 9 2
53624978
47568392
75468392
54768392

43567289 

:  57438692 
] 74538692
(. 45738692

63425978 
(57648392 
-< 76548392
'65748392 

34625978
‘ The bobs from 46738295 four times repeated produce 

42356978, when three bobs, viz., 8th and 9th before, with 
one at home, complete the peal. By omitting those bobs 
which are included in the six braces, the following num­
bers will be produced: omitting five of them, out of 
either part, will produce the 11 ,070 ; out of two parts, the 
10,080; out of three, the 9 ,090; out of four, the 8, 100; 
out of five, the 7 , 11 0 ; and omitting the whole of the' 
bobs braced will reduce it to 6 , 120. By coming round 
from 42563 in the fourth part, with five of the braced 
bobs •mitted out of the four parts, the number will be 
5 ,309; and omitting another brace will reduce it to 5 , 11 1 . 
J. Martin, Leicester.’

For his 10,080 Martin omitted the braced bobs in parts 
1 and 2, where the 2nd and 4th are behind the 9th, and

lengthened out the blocks where the 3rd, 5th and 6th were 
fifth’s place bells.. For him the music was more important 
than the symntetry. This is what he writes of his 
7,002 :—

‘ 7,002 is more compleat when each bourse is 
Lengthen’d Equal, that is Each Course having the 7th 
Down Once In It, it may to the Eye Look more com­
pleat to see Each course equal, and that is the Reason I 
wrote it so— But was I to call it I would call all the course 
the same as the 6,012, Except the Course with the 6th 
Behind ye 9th and In that Course I would Through the 
whol^ 990— By Calling 7th Down five times in that course 
— or Otherwise would call three of them in the Course of 
6 behind 9th and Two of them in the Course of third be­
hind 9th. the Ear and Not the eye is to be considered, 
what think you Brother String of This method?’

W as there ever a more categorical statement of musi­
cal policy? And to the query at the end, surely each 
Brother String must reply, ‘ It is well said, John Martin.’

The plan of splicing non-Tittum blocks into Tittum 
peals is found also in the works of William Doubleday 
Crofts, Martin’s friend and rival. Crofts was born about 
1740 and died in 1809, and his ringing M SS., which for­
tunately are preserved in very good condition, show that 
he was a very able composer.

Mr. J. W . Parker, of Sunderland, examined the MSS. 
very carefully some years ago, and wrote as follows :
‘ The whole of the papers are extremely interesting and, 
considering the time they were written, reveal the writer v 
as a wonderful man. At that time there could have been 
little or no chance of learning from an outside source, and 
yet the contents of the MSS. show Crofts to have the 
knowledge of and a keen insight into many things which 
would put him to the forefront, even to-day. . . . The 
most interesting is the writer’s proof of Treble Bob 
methods by the lead ends.’

Reference to Croft’s work on Treble Bob will be found 
in Snowdon’s ‘ Treatise on Treble Bob,’ where two of 
the old composer’s compositions are reproduced.

The portion of Crofts’ papers devoted to Grandsire 
Caters gives nearly 100 touches, all on the long course 
plan, all having the 6th behind the gth, and all round at 
hand from 42563978. In opening courses, the composer 
uses' 8-2 for placing the 6th behind the 9th. There are 
two peal compositions, 6,065, ar>d the 10,260 rung at 
Nottingham in 1778. A copy of John Martin’s 8,046 is 
carefully set out. It is unsigned, and there is no acknow­
ledgment of the authorship.

Crofts, as is mentioned elsewhere, was a Nottingham 
attorney-at-law, and the setting out of his MSS has some­
thing of the precision and formality usually associated 
with law processes. The pages are beautifully, written 
and carefully tabulated. They have not, however, the 
warmth and intimacy of Martin’s book.

Thomas Sibson’s name first appears in a peal of Oxford 
Treble Bob conducted by John Martin at Leicester in 
1786. In 1709 Sibson called a date touch of Grandsire 
Caters in which Martin rang the 7th, and this is the last 
recorded touch in which the older composer rang.

•Martin died in the October of that year, and Sibson 
seems to have assumed the post of composer and con­
ductor to the Leicester Scholars. His peals of Grandsire 
Caters show no advance on those of his predecessors, and 
hfere and there he uses Martin’s device of calling the 7th 
down. (To be continued.)
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NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meeting's inserted 

under this heading- is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1 / 6.

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  
M ONDAY.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f 4 ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d ,  W o k in g ,  S u r r e y .

The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

O X FO R D  DIOCESAN GUILD.— Newbury Branch. 
— The annual meeting will be held at Newbury on Satur­
day, November 22nd. Service 4.30 p.m., Parish Church, 
followed by tea and. business meeting.— T . J. Fisher, 
Hon. Sec., Manor Lane, Newbury.

W OR CESTER SH IRE AND DISTRICTS A S S O C I^  
TIO N .— Northern Branch.— Meetings for practice IS 
Cradley (D .V.) on Saturday, November 22nd, 3 p.m. 
Tower bells available (‘ silent ’). Tea 5.15 p.m. Hand­
bells and usual evening arrangements..—Bernard C. Ash­
ford, Sec., 9 , Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U T H S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, November 
22nd, at the Bell Foundry, Whitechapel Road, E .l , at 
3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., 1, Efversfield Road, 
Reigate.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Leatherhead 
District.— A district meeting will be held -at Leatherhead 
on Saturday, November 29th. Bells (8, clapperless, 
tower) or handbells available from 3 o ’clock. Service
4.30. Tea at the Duke’s llead 5 . 15, followed by busi­
ness meeting. Everybody is welcome, but if you require 
tea please send numbers to Mr. G. Marriner, 7 , Poplar 
Avenue, Leatherhead, as early as possible.— A. H. 
Smith, Hon. Sec.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Watford 
District.— Annual district meeting, Saturday, November 
29th, at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey. Handbells 
from 3 p.m. Tea and business meeting 5 p.m. Names 
for tea to Mr. E. Jenni^ngs, 50, Rudolph Road, Bushey, 
by November 26th.— H. G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel 
Avenue, Watford.

M IDD LESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON­
DON DIOC^ESAN GUILD.— North and East District.—  
Meeting at St. Botolph’s, Bishopsgate, on Saturday, 
Nov. 29th. Handbells in the Parish Room adjoining from
3 p.m. Short service 4 p.m. Tea 4.30 p.m. Bring your 
own sugar. Business and more handbell ringing.— T. J. 
Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT S O C IE T Y .— The next 
meeting will be held in the Church School at Birstall on 
Saturday, November 29th. Handbells from 3 p.m. Busi­
ness meeting 4.30 p.m. A good muster is requested.—
H. Lofthouse, Hon. Sec., 8, Wortley Road, Leeds, 12.

HERTFORD CO UNTY ASSOCIATION.— Western 
District.— A meeting will be held "at the Woodbarners 
Cafe, Apsley End, on Saturday, November 29th, at 4 
p.m. Handbells will be available. I shall try to arrange 
for tea to be available.— W . Ayre.

GUILD OF DEVONSH IRE RINGERS— Exeter 
Branch.— Annual meeting will be held at St. Sidwell’s, 
Exeter, on Saturday, December 6th. Service 4 o ’clock.

Tea in the Institute 4.45. Handbells available. Will 
those requiring tea please notify me by December 1st (not 
later)?"—W . H. Howe, Hon. Sec., 8, Courtenay Road, 
Exeter.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Tonbridge Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Tunbridge Wells on 
Saturday, December 6th, when the accounts and balance 
sheet for 1941 will be presented. Service at St. Peter’s at
4 p.m. Tea (free) at 4.45 in the Parish Room. All those 
requiring tea must let Mr. E. J. Ludd, 4, William Street, 
Tunbridge Wells, know not later than Wednesday, De­
cember 3rd. Eight silent bells will be available. There 
are a few more subscriptions owing, which the hon. dis­
trict secretary would be glad to receive before the meet­
ing.— T. Saunders, Hon. Dis. Sec., Peckham Bush, Pad­
dock Wood.

O XFO R D  DIOCESAN GUILD. — North Bucks 
Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Stony Strat­
ford on Saturday, December 6th. Handbells 3 p.m. Ser­
vice 3.30. Those requiring tea please notify me by De­
cember 1st. All welcome.— R. H. Howson, Hon. Sec., 
19, Greenfield Road, Newport Pagnell, Bletchley.

ST. M A R Y ’S CATHEDRAL (GLASGOW) SOCIETY. 
— Regular practice meetings on the tower bells (10) with 
the apparatus will now be held on the first and third 
Saturdays of each month at 3 p.m., followed by hand­
bells. All welcome.— E. A. Stafford, Hon. Sec.

H A N D B E L L S  F O R  S A L E .
SET OF HANDBELLS, 16 (chromatic), size 18 or 19 

(maker, J. Shaw, Son and Co., Bradford). Perfect con­
dition. In strong wooden box.— Apply Miss A. M. 
Fulcher, The Castle, Winchester', Hants.

T W O  L O S T  F R IE N D S .
To the Editor.

Sir,—It is with deep regret that I read of the passing of two old 
ringing friends, Mr. W. H. Preston, of Melbourne, and Mr. Gabriel 
Lindoff.

The former was a member pf the Gillingham band formed by my 
brother, A. Haigh, about 1885, and after struggling along, trying to 
ring Grandsire Triples, hp managed to ring one peal on December 
7th, 1889. He left shortly afterwards for Melbourne and we had not 
heard mucl^ about him since.

I had been in touch with Mr. Lindoff ever since he joined the Royal 
Engineers about 1886. He joined the Gillingham band and remained 
a most valuable member until he left us, to our regret, for Lincoln. 
It is not possible for me ty  pay tribute to such a valuable friend 
and comrade. He was a most unassuming man. We rang many peals 
together, the Grandsire Triples at Aylesford in 1887 and the first 
peals of Oxford Treble Bob Major, Superlative and Cambridge for 
the Kent County Association. I know of no ringer who has done 
more for the Exercise, and his work will live long after we have gone.

W. HAIGH.
Etchingham, Sussex.

PEALS IN’ REGULAR PARTS. — Whenever it is possible, peals 
should be divided into equal parts, to be repeated at regular intervals. 
The propriety of such a division is obvions, as the bob-caller can 
more easily retain the peal in his mind, can better select the musical 
positions, and in conducting the peal can more readily ascertain the 
truth of the changes as they proceed by observing the last change of 
each part, which is termed the part-end.—William Shipway.

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 Tears. 'Phone 203.

D A V ID  M AXO IM . *ope w orks, crantham
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The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  O B T A I N E D  P O S T  F R E E  

f r o m  t h e
R e v . E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V ic a r a g e ,.D a v e n t r y

a. d.
COLLECTION OP PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) ................. , .................................................. 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collection*
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ................................  1 - 0
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B. ... .................. 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ..........  ..I ..........  •... ........................................ ... 1i
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman Sind Grandsire Triple* ..........  3

Cambridge Surprise Major .................. '2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major .........................  2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ..........  ........................  1 O
OOLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ................................................................................... . . . i  ............... . . .  2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

1 BOP E-SIGHT,' Is. lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

1 GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
• STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
• SURPRISE METHODS.' 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P.

Davies, M.A., F R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
Miss M ARGARET E, SNOWDON
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e ,  U lv e r s t o n ,  L a n c s

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or Bs. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7Jd. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price-— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2/9 
(% copies for 1 5 /- ) .  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /-).
O b tain able  on ly  p o st fre e  fro m  Rev. E. S. POWELL,

8 1 a v ert on V ica ra g e , n ear D aven try .

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES ’
K0TID  FOR EASY HAND LI NC AND NON STRETCHING
Eat. 1 8 2 0  ■ * Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) L td .
LOUGHBOROUGH;

O roer y o u r  Bell Ropea n ow , b e fo re  p rioes ip c r e a s e , 
p re -w a r  q u ality , and aend us y o u r  old  Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst n o t in uae.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
W edding G ift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND g f t . ,  in  Solid S ilw r

Diameter 2}m 2$in. 3 Jin. 3}in. <in. <Hn. 6in. 5Jin 
Price 1 8/S  2 2 /S  28/6 3 3 /6  4 2 /-  52 /S  8 7 /S  7 8 6

The 6in. size is also made to hold 80 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SMITH of DERBY
fo r C hurch  and T u r re t  Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

t and throughout the world.
John S m ith  & S on s, M idland C lock  W ork s, 

D erby, Ltd.
H ead Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 4 5 5 6 9  Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

• Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams

Buildings, London, E.C.4.
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V ISITO R S .
At the anniversary luncheon of the College Youths, the 

hon. secretary of the Central Council referred to the diffi­
culties which will have to be faced when the war is over, 
and expressed a hope that all the London societies will 
co-operate in the work of reconstruction which will be 
necessary. He mentioned the problem of the visiting 
ringer, and suggested that some sort of organisation 
should be formed by means of which a provincial man com­
ing up to London might be directed to the belfry where he 
could get the type of ringing which best suited him. Mr. 
Fletcher’s suggestion was made in the interest of the 
visitor, but it seems to have been misunderstood, and to­
day we print a letter of protest from Mr. A. V . Davis, of 
Bournemouth, who tells us that it smacks of ringing snob­
bery and would be a blow to ‘individual progress. The 
visitor to London towers goes, he says, with the specific 
object of ringing at a particular church or to practise cer­
tain methods, and expects welcome and assistance.

Mr. Davis has, we think, missed the, whole point of 
Mr. Fletcher’s suggestion. The idea is not to restrict or 
discourage the visitor, but to do what can be done for 
him. But let us face the facts. It is a laudable ambition 
for a ringer to aim at ringing at some famous church or 
to attempt some higher method, but it is not always pos­
sible to oblige him, nor should he expect it. Take the 
case which is often quoted, and whieh both Mr. FJetcher 
and Mr. Davis mention, St. Paul’s Cathedral. W e say 
quite definitely that not only has no visi'tor, not even the 
most skilful, the right to be asked to ring there, but, 
strictly speaking, the band have no right on Sundays to 
ask him to ring. The bells are not rung fojr the sake of 
visitors. The ringing is a part of the services of the 
Cathedral, and the Cathedral authorities appoint a band 
to ring them in the best possible way. In this there is no 
distinction between the ringers and the choir, and would 
anyone suggest that a visitor should be allowed to take 
part in the choir singing just because he had a fancy to 
do so, although he might possess a voice as fine as any 
and be a thoroughly qualified musician? Even on prac­
tice nights, when more latitude can be allowed, only those 
men who are competent twelve-bell ringers should expect 
to ring at St. Paul’s. It is not an easy place to ring' at, 
and with the weight of metal and draught of rope is cer­
tainly not the place to learn to ring Stedman Cmques. One 
inexperienced and incompetent man ‘can easily upset the 
ringing and spoil the enjoyment of the whole band.

The same thing applies, though in varying degree, to 
every tower. Service ringers must first consider their 
duty to their church and see to it that the ringing is good.

(Continued on page 566.)

GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON Ld
CROYDON

*

Founders of the 
H E A V IE S T  BELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

in
Q

CANADA 
S. AFRICA 

NEW ZEALAND

Telephone •» 

Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120
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WM. POTTS ft SONS LTD.
(ESTABLISH ED 1S33). ;

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND fOW ER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most Important Clocks 

In the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E ST O R E D .

‘ THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Le e d s.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h l C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w o a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved 

—as Illustration, 
get. H ALL MARKED GOLD . .  45/- 
H ALL MARKED SILVER . .  7/6 
G IL T  OR W HITE M ETAL . .  41-  
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

Exact size

GEO. STAGEY, S K £ *
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAO, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
•METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing World ’ Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKING.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Oathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

If that is safeguarded they can meet the wishes of 
visitors. ^

Fortunately the spirit of brotherhood in the Exercise is 
so widespread that it is very rare that even the most 
exacting of visitors has any excuse to complain. Is there 
any other sport or anything else comparable to ringing in 
which a man can go into the society of persons totally 
unknown to him and expect them to welcome him and 
treat him as one of themselves? Yet the fact that a man 
is a ringer almost invariably ensures him a welcome in a 
strange tower.

This is one of the finest things in the Exercise and one 
which we should always prize and cherish. But do not 
let us forget that it is a privilege, not a right. Every 
time a man goes into a belfry not his own, and rings 
with the local men, he is receiving a kindness and. a 
courtesy at their hands. But the thing is so common 
that too often the courtesy is taken for granted and the 
kindness not acknowledged. Visitors, however, are not 
the only people who have rights. The local men have 
some, too, and it may not always suit them to put aside 
their own pbjects just because some stranger has a wish 
to ring a particular method.

The aim of Mr. Fletcher’s suggestion was to meet 
these difficulties and to ensure, as far as it is possible", 
that visitors should have the full benefit of all such facili­
ties as are available in London steeples.*

HANDBELL PEAL.
CRAYFORD, KENT 

'  THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
• Oh Sunday, November 16, 1941, in Two Hours and lhitty Minutest

A t i o ,  K i n g ’ s  C l o s e ,
A P E A L  O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  B O B  M A J O R , 5024 C H A N G E S ;

E d w in  A. B a r n e t t  .............  1-2 ! G e o r g e  H. C ro ss  .............. 5-6
E r n e s t  C. S. T d r n e r  . . .  3-4 | ‘ E d w in  B a r n e t t ....................... i-S

Composed by G. L i n d o f f .  Conducted by G. H. C r o s s .
* First peal of Treble Bobv1 in hand.’

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

T H E  L A T E  MR. W.  W IL L SO N .
HIS ASSOCIATION WITH • THE BELLRINGER. ’

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I very much regret to read of the death of my friend, 

Mr. William. Willson, who was a most untiring helper during our 
association in the publication of ‘ The Bellringer,’ which is now but a 
faint history.

I had not been able to keep in touch with him lately owing to 
pressure of business, and perhaps to my inactivities in ringing affairs. 
As co-editor of ‘ The Bellringer,’ Mr. Willson was most useful in his 
advice and spent much time in connection with the publication. His 
leaders were most interesting.

We had also some other good contributors; to name one or two : 
The Rev. A. T. Beeston, Samuel Slater and a lady who is famous for 
literature and some knowledge of bells.

I have not hitherto touched upon the whys and wherefores of the 
ceasing of the publication. Mr. Willson and I did our bfcst to con­
tinue the good work, but there are many intricacies in connection 
with details for the ringing Press which are often times quite foreign 
to the ayerage. consumers of printer’s ink. Owing to this defect in 
our working we failed to meet smooth waters, and reluctantly had 
to call ‘ Stand.’ y

I would like to pay my deep respects to a departed friend and 
extend my deep sympathy to those nearest and dearest to him who 
are left in bereavement. W. C. HUNT.

Beeston, Notts.

I T A L I A N  A N D  G E R M A N  B E L L  BOOKS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I have in my possession a book on bells and bellringing 
(in Italian) by the famous Italian bellringer, Augusto Bonacini (Prate 
Albaro); also two or three German books on the same subject. It' 
there is any member of the Exercise who would be willing to translate 
portions of these books would they kindly communicate with

ERNEST MORRIS.
24, Coventry Street, Leicester."
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T H E  F I R S T  T R U E  P E A L .
THE CLAIMS OF NO R W ICH  AND LONDON.

During the last two and a half centuries something 
like one hundred thousand peals have been accomplished. 
Many of. them are famous and mark important stages .in 
the history of the art, but none is quite equal in interest 
to that which begins the series, the first true peal ever 
rung. When, however, we try to decide which perform­
ance is entitled to the distinction we are faced with a 
problem to which there is no absolutely definite solution, 
though some reasonable conclusions can be reached.

W e know without any doubt whatever that on Au£:.*26th, 
1718, the Norwich Scholars rang at St. Peter Mancroft 
a true peal of Grandsire Triples. As evidence we have 
the contemporary peal board and we have the figures of 

,the composition. It has never been claimed that this was 
the first true peal, for there are accounts of earlier ones, 
but for them the evidence is not so conclusive, and we 
have to decide between rival claims.

About one hundred years ago Edward John Osborn in­
vestigated the matter and decided that the oldest record 
on to. board is that of the Grandsire Bob Triples rung at 
Mancrdft on May 2nd, 1715, and the oldest record in 
writing is that in the peal book of the Union Scholars of 
a peal of Hick Triples^ rung at St. Dunstan’s-in-the-East, 
on September 12th, 1718. The first board put up in a Lon­
don belfry was at St. Bride’s to record Grandsire Caters, 
by the London Scholars on January 11th, 1717. Norwich 

would therefore seem to have beaten London by two -years.
Jasper Snowdon agreed with Osborn. He mentioned 

that the College Youths in their rule book claimed to have 
rung Grandsire Triples at St. Sepulchre’s-by-Newgate in 
1689 or 1690; blit without definitely denying the claim he 
made it clear that he did not accept it, and the Exercise 
generally has followed, him and given the honour to Nor­
wich.

Neither Osborn nor Snowdon is quite accurate in what 
he says. The Mancroft- board is indeed the oldest in 
existence. It is still in the belfry, and, though it has in 
more recent years been restored and repainted, it may be 
taken as sound contemporary evidence. But the entry in 
the Union Scholars’ book, though it records a perform­
ance earlier than any in other books, was not written until 
many years later. The oldest written record of a peal is 
the first one in the Eastern Scholars’ book; but as James 
Albion, when he wrote up the Union Scholars’ records 
about 1750, evidently used earlier and contemporary 
manuscripts, the peal book, as we have it now, is good 
and sufficient authority. I may point out here that on 
one, rather important point Jasper Snowdon was led 
astray. He mentioned that John Holt’s name in the list 
of members, instead of being in ordinary old English 
characters like the others, is highly ornamented, and he 
concluded that Holt must have been thought a great ac­
quisition to the society. But the list of names was not 
written until after Holt Had been several years with the 
company and made his reputation. When he joined in 
1745 he was a young and unknown manj and it was more 
than two years before he rang his first peal.

Jasper Snowdon was wrong when he said the College 
Youths claimed to have rung Grandsire Triples in 1689. 
If they had we could decide the matter, for we know that 
no true peal in that method had been composed so early. 
The claim was for Plain Bob Triples and, as we shall see

presently, it is by no means certain that there was no 
true peal they could have rung.

The peal of Grandsire Bob Triples at Mancroft in 1715 
is the earliest of which we have full particulars. As I said 
just now, the board still exists, and the definite cldim is 
made that it was the third whole peal the Norwich 
Scholars had rung, ‘ but the first whole peal that ever was 
rung to the truth by any ringers whatever.’ The admis­
sion is made that there ‘had been other peals, but they 
all (it is asserted) were false, not through faulty ringing, 
but because, though the composition ‘ had been studied 
by the most acute ringers in England ever since triple 
changes were first rung,’ it was all to no effect, and ‘ now 
at last it’s found out to the truth by John Garthon.’

That is the claim, but the question still remains: W as 
Garthon’s peal itself true? W e do not know definitely, for 
the figures are lost, but I have given some close attention 
to j the matter, and I think we may be reasonably sure it 
was. I dealt fully with the problem in ‘ The Ringing 
World ’ of August 2nd, 1940.

I should very much like to know whether there are any 
references to Plain Bob Triples in W . D.- Crofts’ manu­
script. Crofts was in some way'related to Garthon and 
inherited some of his papers on copies of them, including 
the Grandsire Triples rung in 1718. . If any of our Not­
tingham friends could throw light on this matter I should 
be much obliged.

So much for the Norwich claim ̂  And now let us con­
sider the College Youths claim to have rung Bob Triples 

-at St. Sepulchre’s twenty-five years earlier.^
The evidence depends entirely on the older of the two 

manuscript accounts destroyed or badly damaged in the 
air raid on London last December. This manuscript was 
printed in full in ‘ The Ringing World ’ of October 3rd 

.last, and I gave a full description of it. The essential 
part is the quotation made in 1796 by George Scarsbrook 
from the Oxford Ringers’ Register book, consisting of a 
short account of the College Youths written in 1738 by 
some man unknown but who was well acquainted with 
London ringers. The evidence is not contemporary, for it 
has been copied at least twice, but we may Safely say that 
we have the testimony of a man who wrote forty-eight 
years after the event that a peal of Bob Triples was rung 
at St. Sepulchre’s in 1690. Forty-eight years is a long 
time, so long that unless we can find some means of 
bridging it the evidence is robbed of most of its value.

A satisfactory bridge can, I think, be found in the per­
son of John Sacheveral, who had joined the College 
Youths in the closing years of the seventeenth century 
•and held the office of steward in 1702. Thirty years later 
he was living at Cumnor, near Oxford, and he had re­
tained his interest in bells and ringing to such an extent 
that he was then generally recognised as the greatest 
authority on the subject in the university town. When 
Dr. Shippen, the \Tic.e-Chancellor, had the idea of aug­
menting the six bells at the University Church of St. 
Mary, he would do nothing until he had consulted 
Sacheveral, and because the latter merely sent a message 
and did not follow it up, the project failed. Sacheveral 
must havte known of the peal at St. Sepulchre’s if it had ' 
been rung, and' can hardly have failed to be acquainted 
with those who took part; and if, as is most likely, he 
directly or indirectly supplied the information on which 
the account of 1738 is based, then we have an unbroken 
chain of evidence reaching from the time the peal is stated 
to have been accomplished.

(C o n tin u e d  o v e rle a f.)



568 T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D . November 28th, 194 1 .

But there are seripus difficulties to face. The first is 
this : if this peal was rung in 1690, how is it that all 
memory of it seems to have been lost in the Society of 
College Youths, and only came back to them as late as 
1796? ’ Benjamin Annable and his fellows evidently knew 
nothing of it, or if they had heard vague rumours did not 
believe them. When in 1731 Annable called a peal of 
Grandsire Caters at St. Sepulchre’s, it was booked as 
‘ the first that was rung in that steeple.’ This may only 
have meant the first of Grandsire Caters, but when In 1730 
the company rang 5,040 changes of Bob Triples at South­
wark they definitely claimed it as ‘ the first that was per­
formed in this method.’ There is also the fact that Peter 
Bradshaw, who was a leading College Youth in 1690, and 
who was one of those who acted for the society when they 
undertook to recast the ninth in 1695, was elected Master 
in 1,723, a little more than a year before Annable and his 
band rang their 5,060 of Grandsire Cinques. He prob­
ably would have been in the 1690 peal, and in any case 
would have known the truth. How is it that he did not 
tell the others about it? Here probably is our greatest 
difficulty in believing the report* yet I do not think it is 
so great as appears at first sieht. There are unmis­
takable signs that soon after 1720 the Society of College 
Youths went through a crisis not unlike that of just over 
a hundred years later. The older high-class members 
were dying out, and the society, as it had been for nearly 
a century, had practically come to an end. It easily 
might have lapsed altogether, but its existence was saved 
by the influx of a number of young men, quite different in 
type and social status to those who had gone before them. 
Between the old members and the new there was little 
sympathy or intercourse, and most probably there was a 
distinct break in tradition. In any case Annable and his 
fellows were concerned about .the present and were look­
ing towards the future. They.knew little and cared less 
about what the society had done in the past. No books or 
manuscripts seem to have survived this crisis, beyond a 
bare list of the names of members. It is evident from 
Laughton’s manuscript that the aristocratic mernbers 
whose names appear in the list down to 1710 and later had 
ceased to take any active part long befor'e 1730. When 
we consider how little a young and active ringer to-day 
usually knows of what was done thirty or forty years ago, 
we need not wonder that Annable, who had no books or 
records to consult, was ignorant of the 1690 peal.

The next difficulty lies in the early date of the perform­
ance. W e have no definite account of any peal having 
been rung before 1715, but from then onwards there is 
a steady succession of records. If the College Youths 
rang a peal in 1690, is it likely, we may ask, that so long 
a time as twenty-five years would have elapsed before the 
next? That argument rests on a misunderstanding. The 
Norwich peal in 1715 was not (as we have seen) claimed 
as the first rung. On the 1718 board in the same belfry 
it is stated that ‘ the extent of this peal, being 5,040 
changes, have oftentimes been rung with changes alike,’ 
and the ‘ Campanalogia ’ of 1702 distinctly states that 
before then peals of Grandsire Triples had been rung, but 

’ ‘ the only way that hath been practised is by making of a 
double change at the end of the half-peal ’ (given in the 
book), and repeating the calling. The result was a false 
five-thousand. Doleman, the author of the book, and 
John Patrick, who gave him assistance, both knew it was 
false, but many ringers did not know; and the peal was 
extensively rung throughout the country down to the time

that Holt’s peals appeared. The St. Sepulchre’s perform­
ance, though the first, was not an isolated one, and its 
early date need not create any particular difficulty.

When we look for positive evidence there are several 
things which make the record seen likely. W e know 
that in 1690 the College Youths were practising at St. 
Sepulchre’s, for on two occasions they recast bells there 
at their own expense, and we have ample evidence that 
the art was advanced sufficiently to bring the extent of 
Triples within the ambition of a keen and skilful band. 
Peal ringing as a normal thing in a ringer’s career was 
still a long way ahead, but the men of 1690 might quite 
well Jiave attempted a five-thousand in the same’ spirit as 
a band to-day might attempt a fifteen-thousand.

The fact that the exact date of the performance and the 
time taken are given spems to lend corroboration, though 
too much should not be made of that. Yet if the time had 
been a guess of a later man he would hardly have put it 
at three hours and three-quarters. Annable’s band took 
three and a half hours to ring Caters on the same bells, 
and probably would have rung Triples in a quarter of an 
hour less time. But in older times the bells were rung 
with two or more men to each of the big bells, and were 
rung right up. The time given may easily be correct.

Finally, there is the question : W as the peal a true 
one? That we cannot say, and so far the Norwich claim 
must stand. But there is, a composition which the Col­
lege Youths might quite well have rung and which,’ with 
some hesitation, I am of the opinion they did ring. It is 
true. At the beginning of his manuscript book now in the 
British Museum, Benjamin Annable copied out a peal 
on seven bells which he calls Restoration Triples. It is 
quite different in style to anything else in the book, and 
is on a plan which was obsolete before Annable began to 
ring. Its name shows that it dates from as far back as 
the reign of Charles II., and Annable, who was nothing 
if not up to date, would hardly have attached any im­
portance to it unless it had been in some way or other, a 
traditional composition w hich he had got from the older 
College Youths.

The plan of the peal is a very simple and effective one. 
Throughout the bells rung full courses of Plain Bob 
Triples. There are no bobs or singles, but the courses 
are joined together in this way: At the first course-end, 

instead of the bells running round the second 
243657 and fourth lie still, the others plain hunting. At 
246375 the second course-end the second and sixth lie
----------- still; at the third the second and seventh; and
26473a so on, until the fifth course-end where,, if the 
267453 second and third only lay still, the bells would
----------  run round. Instead 2,3,5 lie still and a dodge
276543 is made. The whole is then repeated three times 
275634 until at the twentieth course-end 2,3,4 ,6 lie still.
----------  That produces 234675, the first .part-end of a
257364 t)iree-part jjeal.
253746 It is the plan of the old Plain Changes. The
----------- treble is the whole hiAit, the second the half-
235476 hunt, the third the quarter-hunt, ai.d the fourth 
235746 the half-quarter hunt. The second rings Plain 

Bob Triples undisturbed throughout.
This composition I am very much inclined to believe is 

the one rung by the College Youths at St. Sepulchre’s on 
January 7th, 1690, and if so they have the credit of ring­
ing the first true peal. But no definite conclusion is 
possible. *
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B t L L S  A F T E R  T H E  W A R .
U N I T E D  F R O N T  N E E D E U  

To th e E ditor.
S ir ,— Y o u r  co rresp o n d en t, ‘ PJain H u n t,’ e v id e n tly  d oesn ’t  lik e  p la in  

sp e a k in g , b u t  I  w a rn  h im  th a t  th is  is no tim e  fo r  h a lf-h e a rte d n e ss , 
sm oo th , w ord s or a p p e a se m e n t. In  v e r y  m a n y  w a y s  th is  m a tte r  can 
b e  p a ra lle le d  w ith  th e  n a tio n a l s itu a tio n  fo r  w h ich  w e  a r e  a t  w a r—  
d efin ite  issu es a re  a t  s ta k e . T h e  * en e m y  * h as th ro w n  o u t a  d ir e c t  
c h a lle n g e  or * d e c la re d  open  w a r  ’ on th e  fu tu r e  expa n sion  o f  th e  a r t ;  
in fa c t ,  w e  ca n  s a y  it s  fu tu r e  s e c u r ity  in  som e p la c e s ; th e re fo re , w e 
n eed  th e  n e ce ssa ry  m a te r ia l to  m e e t h im . T h a n k s  to  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  
W o rld  ’ t h a t  th is  is  m a d e  p ossib le . W h e n  y o u r  co rresp en d en t says, 
‘ T h e  a r g u m e n ts  seem  to  b e  le a d in g  u s n o w h e re .’ I f  h e  w ill look 
th ro u g h  th e  re p o r t  o f  th e  K e n t  C o u n ty  A sso cia tio n  m e e tin g  a t  .C h isle­
h u rst, p u b lish ed  in  y o u r  issue o f  N o vem b er 14th , a n d  fo llo w  th e  le t te r  
o f M r. F . E . P itm a n  a s  w e ll a s  th o se  o f  o th e r  co rresp o n d en ts besides 
m yse lf, h e  w ill see d iffe re n t— in d eed , w h a t  is  th e  p u rp o se  o f his ow n 
le i te r  i f  i t  is  n o t  to  s t ir  p u b lic  o p in io n ?

‘ P la in  H unt. ’ sa y s  ‘ he b e lie ve s  “  A n t i-S ile n t  ”  b e g a n  th is  d is­
cu ssion  a n d  h e  o u g h t n o t to  be so a n n o y e d , a s  he a p p a r e n t ly  is w ith  
th o se  w h o  d isa g re e  w ith  h im .' I  w ill re m in d  y o u r  co rresp o n d en t th a t  
w e a r e  n o t d e a lin g  w ith  a n y  ‘ h im s,’ w e  a r e  d e a lin g  w ith  fu n d a m e n ta ls  
a b o u t w h ich  th e re  m u st b e  u n iv e rsa l a g re e m e n t i f  th e  f r a te r n it y  is 
to  w in  th ro u g h  th is  u t i lit a r ia n  ra m p  a n d  nonsense. I t  is  in sufficien t 
to  co n clu d e  b y  sa y in g , ‘ I  th an k. M r. So  a n d  S o  fo r  b r in g in g  th is  
m a tte r  to  th e  n o tice  o f  th e  E x e rc ise ,’ a n d  p e rh a p s  le t t in g  our case 
r e s t  th e r e ;  o r  b y  a n  odd asso cia tio n  re g is te r in g  r e g r e t  a n d  d isa p p ro v a l 
w ith  th e  fo u n d e rs  o f  th is  ra m p  or p o lic y ;  b y  a n  o cca sio n a l le t te r  to  
th e  P re ss , M em b ers o f  P a r lia m e n t or even  th e  P r im a te ;  b y  r e g is te r ­
in g  r e g r e t  fro m  ju s t  a  e a m p a n o lo g ic a l p o in t o f  v ie w . W e  m u st tigh t 
th e  ‘ en em y ’ in  te rm s t h a t  he w ifi b e st u n d e rsta n d  w ith  th e  ‘ sw ord  
o f th e  s p ir it , ’ h o ld in g  h im  a t  b a y  w ith  th e  p re s e n t-a a y  sp ir itu a l v a lu e  
o f  th e  b e lls  as w e ll as  th e  so cia l, as ex p la in e d  in  m y p re v io u s  le tte rs .

T h e  ‘ e n e m y ’ ca n  ta lk , r ig id  econ om y, u ti lita r ia n is m , la c k  o f  fin ance 
o r  w h a te v e r  e lse h e  lik e s— a ll th e se  a r e  b u t e a r th ly  th in g s  or reason s 
a g a in s t  th e  e rectio n  o f fu r th e r  4 w a y s id e  p u lp its  * (as  w e  r in g e rs  o ften  
ca ll o u r  b e lfries) in  th e  n e w ly -co n stru c te d  a r e a s  w h ich  a re  b ou n d  to  
s p r in g  u p  a f t e r  th e  w a r. ‘ L e t  no m an  d ece ive  y o u  w ith  v a in  w o rd s; 
bo  y e  n o t p a r t a k e r s  w ith  th e m ,’ w e  a r e  to ld . W it h  th e se  w o rd s o f 
h o ly  w r it  r in g in g  in  o u r  e a rs, o u r c^se m u st b e  fo r  e v e r  k e p t  in  th e  
fr o n t  lin e . T h e r e  ca n  b e  no ‘ p u tt in g  u p  th e  s h u tte r s ,’ ‘ 110 s la c k in g ,’

# ‘ no a p p e a se m e n t.’ L ik e  o u r Drave R u ssia n  A llie s , w e  m u st b e  fo r 
e v e r  b r in g in g  th e  ‘ en em y * to grip#, n o t o n ly  a t  asso cia tion  m eetin g s , 
b u t  w h e re v e r  e lse he m a y  b e  fo u n d .

T h e re  a r e  m a n y  a m o n g  u s w h o  a r e  c a p a b le  o f  g iv in g  a ta lk  or 
la n te r n  le c tu r e  in  a i$  o f  th e  R e d  C ross, S t .  J o h n  A m b u la n c e  B r ig a d e ,

p a rc e ls  fo r  p rison ers o f  w a r , r e l ie f  a m o n g  th o se  re n d e re d  hom eless 
oy a ir  ra id s , th e  w o rk  o f  th e  B r it is h  a n d  F o re ig n  B ib le  S o c ie ty , P o lic e  
C o u r t  M issions, P riso n e rs ’ A id  S o c ie ty  a n d  a la r g e  n u m b er o f  o th e r  
fu n d s  on e cou ld  th in k  o f. H o w  m a n y  am o n g  us h a v e  th o u g h t o f 
b r in g in g  th e  ‘ en em y ’ to  g r ip s  in  th is  w a y  ? I  s a y  i t  w ith o u t fe a r  o f 
co n tra d ic tio n — t h a t  now  is  th e  t im e . L e t  i t  n eve r b e  sa id  o f  a n y  on e 
o f  u s  t h a t  w e  w ere  ‘ too  l a t e ’  ̂ In  a ca u se  so v a lu a b le  as lh e  m a in ­
te n a n ce  o f  a n d  ere c tio n  o f o u r  ‘ w a y s id e  p u lp its  ’ a n d  th e  b r in g in g  o f  
m a n y  a y o u n g  man- or w o m an  b y  th e  fa sc in a tio n  o f  ca m p a n o lo g y  in to  
th e  C h u rc h , th e re  ca n  b e  no room  fo r  ‘ Q u is lin g s  ’— a n d  th is  is  th e  
tr u e  d e scrip tio n  o f  th ese  p eop le , w h e th e r  * P la in  H u n t ’ lik e s  i t  or 
n ot, e ith e r  am o n g  o u r ow n ra n k s  o r  th o se  o f  th e  e c c le s ia s tic a l a u th o r i­
tie s. U n ite d  w e  s ta n d , d iv id e d  w e  fa l l .  W h e re  th in g s  a re  r ig h t  
in te r n a lly  a  g r e a t  w o rk  is s t i l l  b e in g  done, d e sp ite  a l l th e  d ifficu lties. 
W h e re  th e r e  is  d isu n ity  a n d  w ro n g  le a d e rsh ip , w h e re  m on ey  is  p u l  
b e fo re  a ll else, w e can  e x p e c t to  find th in g s  go  dow n.

In  con clu sion , I  m u st s a y  t h a t  w h a t  is w a n te d  to -d a y  is  th e  sp ir it  
o f  t h a t  w o r th y  b u lw a rk  w ho h a s  ju s t  p assed  fro m  o u r ra n k s , ‘ H e 
w a s  no re s p e c te r  o f p erson s,’ w e  a r e  to ld , * a n d  w a s  lo o k ed  u p on  by 
som e as  a  s to rm y  p e tre l in  r in g in g  p o litics. H e w a s  a d o u g h ty  fig h te r  
w ho co u ld  t a k e  h a rd  k n o ck s a s  w e ll as  g iv e  th e m , an d  w h en  he en ­
te r e d  a  c o n tro v e rsy  th e  sp a rk s  u s u a lly  b e g a n  to f ly .’ O h, i f  th e re  
w e re  o n ly  m ore a m o n g  th e  E x erc ise  to -d a y  o f  t h a t  ty p e !  A r e  th e y  
in  th e  end re sp e c te d ?  Y e s !  as w a s  sa id  o f  a n o th e r  o n ly  a  w e e k  or 
tw o  a g o , ‘ th e  m o re  he opp osed  m e, th e  m ore  I  le a rn e d  to  lik e  h im ! ’ 
W h a t  b e t te r  p ro o f do w e w a n t?  A r e  n o t m a n v  o f th o se  sp o k en  o f 
in th e  B ib le  m en  o f  th is  t y p e ?  I  supp ose I  sh a ll h a v e  m y  op p on en ts 
te l l  m e— b u t th e y  n e v e r  c a lle d  p eop le ‘ Q u is lin g s  *! H o w  o fte n  did 
o u r  L o r d  sa y , ‘ T h o u  h y p o c rite  ? P e rh a p s  som e o f m y op p on en ts 
w ill te l l  m e w h a t  is th e  d ifferen ce . * ‘ A N T I - S I L E N T .’

T H E  L I G H T E S T  R IN G  OF B E L L S .
To th e E ditor.

S ir ,— -F airfield  C h u rch  w a s  p u lle d  dow n a n d  re b u ilt  in  1913, a n d  as 
I  w as a  r e g u la r  a t te n d a n t  th e re  a t  t h a t  tim e  I  w a s  a sk ed  b y  th e  
la t e  V ic a r  to  le a r n  to  r in g  one o f  th e se  th re e  lig h t  b e lls . T h e  te n o r 
is  3 c w t. 1 1  lb . B e fo r e  I  coulcj m a n a g e  on e o f  th em  I  w a s  in v ite d  
to  r in g  a t  o th e r  ch u rch es, a n d  soon I  w a s  m ad e h on. s e c r e ta r y  an d  
tr e a s u re r  o f  th e  R o m n ey  M a rsh  and D is tr ic t  G u ild , w h ic h  office I  held  
fo r  10 y e a rs . I  w a s o fte n  a sk ed  th e  w e ig h t, so I  w r o te  to  th e  b ell 
fo u n d ry .

I  ca n n o t te l l  ‘ E n q u ire r  ’ a n y  m ore a b o u t F a irfie ld  C h u rch , b u t  i f  
he ca re s  to  fin d  m e in  A p p le a o re  I  w ill ta k e  h im  to  F a ir fie ld  and  
h e lp  h im  to  h a v e  a m e a su re  u p , b u t  he h ad  b e t te r  com e b e fo re  w e 
g e t  th e  h e a v y  ra in s , a s  th e  ch u rch  is o fte n  su rro u n d ed  w ith  w a te r  in 
th e  w in te r  a n d  l i f  m ig h t w a n t  h is  w a d ers . H . B A L C O M B .

H ig h  S tr e e t , A p p le d o re .

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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> B E L F R Y  G O SSIP.
W ill ‘ C o lle g e  Y o u th ,’ o f  B a th , S o m erset, w ho h a s  s e n t us a  le tte r  

co m p la in in g  o f o u r  r e p o r t  o f th e  s ile n t H o lt ’ s O r ig in a l ru n g  on 
N o v e m b e r 8th , b e  k in d  en o u gh  to  sen d  u s h is  n am e, w h ic h  w a s  o m itte d  
from , his le t te r .

W e  u n d e rsta n d  th a t  o w in g  to  sp ecia l a l l- d a y  in tercessio n  services 
in  L e a th e rh e a d  C h u rc h  to -m orrow  (S a tu r d a y )  t h e r e 'w i l l  p ro b a b ly  be 
no r in g in g  u n til a f t e r  th e  te a . M r. A . H . S m ith  te l ls  u s  t h a t  o w in g  
to  th e  a b se n c e  o f  th e  V ic a r , h e  d id  h o t  k n o w  o f  th e  a r ra n g e m e n t 
u n ti l  i t  w a s  too la te  to  p o stp o n e  th e  m e e tin g . A f t e r  te a  a l l w ill be 
c le a r  a n d  th e r e  sh ou ld  b e  a  m oon.

A l l  co rresp o n d en ce  re g a r d in g  m a tte rs  co n cern in g  th e  Ir ish  A ssocia-, 
, tio n  sh ou ld  be d ire c te d  to  M r. F . E . D u k es, th e  a s s is ta n t s e c r e ta r y , 

23, S k re e n  R o a d , C o b ra , D u b lin , p e n d in g  th e  e lectio n  o f a  successor 
to  th e  la te  M r. G a b r ie l L in d o ff. '  9

In  con n ection  w ith  th e  p e a l o f K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  M a jo r  ru n g  fo r  the 
K e n t  C o u n ty  A sso cia tio n  a t  C r a y fo r d  la s t  S u n d a y  w eek , i t  is  in terest*  
in g  to  n o te  t h a t  th e  p re v io u s  p e a l in  th e  m eth o d  ‘ in  h a n d  ’ fo r  th e  
asso cia tion  w a s  c a lle d  b y  th e  la te  M r. A lfr e d  G rim e s  28 y e a r s  ag o .

T h e  n a m e  o f  A lfr e d  G rim e s is n o t so w e ll k n o w n , p e rh a p s, to  rin g e rs  
o f  to -d a y , u n less th e ir  r in g in g  m em o ries  g o  b a c k  to  th e  d a y s  b efo re  
th e  la s t  w a r . A l f  G rim es, fo r  a  p erio d , seem ed  to  sp en d  n e a r ly  all 
h is  tim e  in  p e a l r in g in g , a n d  is th e  o n ly  m an  w ho e v e r  r a n g  250 p ea ls  
in  th e  sp a ce  o f tw o  y e a rs . T h is  lie  d id  b e tw e e n  J a n u a r y  1st, 1912', 
a n d  D e ce m b e r 3 1st, 1913. In  th e  firs t  y e a r  he r a n g  114  /&nd in  t h e . 
secon d  136. /

A t  th e  tim e  he wras l iv in g  a t  H a g g e r s to n , L o n d o n , a n d  ra n g  p eals  
a t  th e  w eek -en d s w ith  th e  P y e  b a n d  # n d  in  th e  m id -w eek a t  W a te rlo o  
R o a d , w ith  lo ts  o f h a n d b e ll p e a ls  a n d  odd to w e r-b e ll p e a ls  sp rin k led  
a m o n g  th e  re s t, to  s a y  n o th in g  o f th e  su n d ry  ‘ to u rs  \  d u rin g  th e  
a u tu m n . A n  a v e r a g e  o f n e a r ly  five  p e a ls  a  fo r tn ig h t  k e p t  u p  o ver 
tw o  w h o le  y e a r s  w a s  a n  a m a z in g  p e rfo rm a itc e .

L t .-C o l 0 . F . J e rra m , R .M ., C .M .G ., now  o f  H e lsto n , C o rn w a ll, is 
a m e m b e r o f th e  fa m ily  w litf w ere  fo r  th re e  g e n e ra tio n s  V ic a r s  o f 
C h o b lia m , S u r r e y , a n d  p la y e d  a le a d in g  p a r t  in  th e  life  o f  th e  v illa g e  
r e fe rr e d  to  in  o u r issue o f N o v e m b e r 7th .

O n N o v e m b e r 23rd, 1775, th e  firs t p e a l on th e  fam o u s tw e lv e  b ells 
a t  S t . P e t e r  J Ia n c ro ft, N o rw ich , w a s  ru n g . T h e  m eth o d  w a s  G ra u d - 
sire  C in q u es.

O n th e  sam e d a te  in  1732 th e  C it y  S c h o la rs  ra n g  6,012 G ra n d sire  
C a te rs  a t  S t . G ile s ’ , C r ip p le g a te . I t  w a s  th e  lo n g est le n g th  in  th e  
m eth o d  a t  th e  tim e .

T h e  firs t p e a l o f  O x fo rd  T r e b le  B o b  M a xim u s on h a n d b e lls  w a s ru n g  
a t  Sh effie ld  on N o vem b er 24lh , 18 l6 ; an d  on N o ve m b e r 24th, 1843, th e  
N o rw ich  S c h o la rs  r a n g  S te d m a n  C a te r s  a t  S t . A n d re w ’ s in t h a t  c ity .

-  A  v e ry  fin e h e a v y  b e ll f e a t  w a s p e rfo r m e d  b y  P h ile m o n  M a in w a rin g  
on N o v e m b e r 25th, 1737, w h e n  h e  tu r n e d  th e  28 c w t. te n o r  a t  West- 
H a m  in  to  15,120 ch a n g e s  o f B o b  M a jo r .

T h e  U n io n  S o c ie ty  o f S lire w s b u ry  r a n g  6,006 G ra n d sire  C in q u es on 
th e  o ld  tw e lv e  a t  S t . C h a d ’s on N o v e m b e r 25th, 1799, a n d  on N o vem b er 
26th, 17Q£, th e y  r a n g  5,040 B o b  M a jo r  a t  S t .  M a r y ’s.

T h e  L o n d o n  S c h o la rs  r a n g  6,204 G ra n d sir e  C in q u es  a t  S t . M ic h a e l’s, 
C o rn h ill, on N o ve m b e r 27th , 1729.

O ne h u n d red  a n d  tw e lv e  y e a rs  a g o  th e  firs t p e a l w a s  ru n g  a t  S i. 
J a ln e s ’ , B erm o n d sey .

W illia m  D o u b le d a y  C r o fts  d ie d  on N o ve m b e r 29th , 1809.
A n  e a r ly  p eal o f G ra n d s ir e  T r ip le s  w a s  ru n g  a t  W y e  in  K e n t  on 

N o ve m b e r 30tli, 1738. ,
F i f t y  y e a r s  a g o  to -d a y  14  p ea ls  wTere  ru n g . T h e y  con sisted  of 

G ra n d sire  T r ip le s  5, O x fo rd  B o b  T r ip le s  1 , S te d m a n  T r ip le s  2, B o b  
M a jo r  1 , K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  M a jo r  3, C a m b r id g e  S u rp rise  M a jo r  1, 
an d  M in o r 1.

A  L A N C A S H I R E  V E T E R A N .
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S i* ,— Joh n  H a rriso n , A sh to n ’s o ld e st r in g e r , i f  sp a re d  to  th e  
28th, w ill a t ta in  h is 90th b ir th d a y . B o rn  a t  C h e lfo rd  in  1851, he first 
learne*d to  p u ll a  b e ll a t  M a rp le , in  C h esh ire , a n d  sco red  h is  firs t p eal 
a t  S t .  P e t e r ’s, A sh to n , in  1886, an d  his la s t  a t  th e  a g e  o f  79 a t  M ossley 
in  1930. S in ce  th e n  his lo n g e st le n g th  w a s  81 le a d s  o f  B o b  M a jo r  on 
his 8 1st b ir th d a y .

I  sa w  h im  re c e n tly  a n d  lie  fe e ls  h e  co u ld  s till r in g  a  500. M r. 
H a rr iso n  m e t w ith  an  a c c id e n t a n d  b ro k e  se v e r a l r ib s  sh o r tly  a fte r  
h is  8 1st b ir th d a y . H e r a n g  u p  to  th e  b a n  on  rin g in g .

I h a v e  r e a d  w ith  i t t e r e s t  (sad  th o u g h ) o f  th e  lis t  o f  lo s t London 
churches. P e rh a p s  a t  som e tim e  yo u  m a y  b e  a b le  to  give* th e  d a tes  
w h en  th e  ch u rch es w ith  d e stro y e d  b ells  m e t th e ir  fa t e .

W . W . W O L S T E N C R O F T .
103, V ic to r ia  R o a d , A sh to n -u n d er-L y n e.

D E A T H  O F  M R . J W . S H A R P .
C A P T A I N  O F  T O W C E S T E R  B A N D .

R in g iu g  in th e  T o w c e ste r  d is tr ic t  h as su sta in e d  a  loss b y  th e  d ea lh  
o f  M r. J .  W . S h a rp , th e  le a d e r  a t  th e  P a r is h  C h u rc h .

At-» th e  fu n e ra l, w h ich  to o k  p la c e  on N o v e m b e r 1 1 th , M essrs. C. 
Joh n son , J .  G a r lie k , V .  B u r t  a n d  A . Joh n son  a c te d  a* b e a re rs , and 
th e  o th e r  r in g e rs  p r e s e n t in c lu d e d  th e  R e v . H . S . V in n in g  an d  M essrs >
E . C . L a m b e rt, G '  M a n sfie ld  a n d  A . M an sfield . A m o n g  th e  largp  
n u m b e r o f  w r e a th s  w e r e  o n e  fro m  th e  G re e n ’ s N o rto n  r in g e rs  and 
one fro m  th e  T o w c e ste r  b a u d . M r. S h a r p  h a d  done a  lo t  o f  te a ch in g  
in th e  d is tr ic t  a n d  h a d  ru n g  se v e r a l p ea ls .
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V IS IT O R S  T O  L O N D O N .
B I N G I N G  F A C I L I T I E S .

To th e E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— I t  w a s  c e r ta in ly  m ost e n c o u ra g in g  to  r e a d  th e  a c co u n t 

o f  th e  A n c ie n t  S o c ie ty ’s  v e r y  su ccessfu l a n n iv e rs a ry  m e e tin g , a n d  no 
d o u b t m a n y  p ro v in c ia l m em b ers lik e  m y s e lf  f e e l . g r a te fu l  to  those 

.  w h o  a r e  c a r r y in g  on  th e  so c ie ty ’ s a ffa irs  so w e ll a n d  a r e  th u s  m ore 
co n fid en t o f  th e  fu tu r e  o f  ch u rch  b e ll r in g in g .

T h e  speech es w e re  e x c e lle n t a n d  c o n stru ctiv e , b u t  I  f e l t 'n o t  a li t t le  
d is tu r b e d  a t  one su g g e stio n  m a d e  b y  M r. F le tc h e r  t h a t  a n  o rg a n is a ­
tio n  sh ou ld  b e  s e t  u p  jn  L o n d o n  so t h a t  a  v is itin g  r in g e r  co u ld  Ge se n t 
‘ to  a  to w e r  w h e re  h e  w ill g e t  th e  ty p e  o f r in g in g  to  w h ic h  he lias 
b een  u se d :’ N o w  sir , I  su b m it t h a t  th is  w ill n o t do a t  a l l ;  i t  sm acks 
o f  ‘ r in g in g  sn o b o e ry  ’ a n d  seem s to  m o to  b e  a  b lo w  a t  in d iv id u a l 
p rog ress, a n d  i f  in d iv id u a l p ro g re ss  b e  h a m p e re d  th e n  tliQ E x erc ise  in  
g e n e ra l m u st su ffer.

W h e n  I  en te re d  m y  to w e r to  le a rn  to  r in g  th e  b a n d  in d u lg e d  m  
v n o th in g  b u t  T r ip le s  a n d  h a d  su ch  a n  o rg a n is a tio n  as  s u g g e s te d  b y  

M r. F le tc h e r  ex iste d  in  th e  o th e r  d is tr ic ts  ro u n d  a b o u t I  sh o u ld  n eve r 
h a v e  r u n g  a n y th in g  b u t T rip le s . S im ila r ly  i t  is  e a s y  to  v isu a lise  a 
s ix -b e ll r in g e r  b e in g  a  six -b ell r in g e r  a l l  h is life , i t  b e in g  ‘ th e  ty p e  
o f  r in g in g  to  w h ic h  he h a s  b een  used.*

T h e  v is ito r  to  L o n d o n ’s to w e rs  g e n e r a lly  go es  w ith  a  specific  o b je c t  
in  v iew , b e  i t  to  g e t  a  a*ing on  a  c e rta in  p e a l o r  to  p r a c t is e  a n q th e r 
m e th o d , an d , r ig h t ly , I  th in k , h e  lo o k s fo r  a  w elco m e a n d  assistan ce  
fro m  th e  re s id e n t r in g e rs .

T h e  o rg a n isa tio n  su g g e ste d  w o u ld  b e  a  d a n g e ro u s  on e, i t  is  e a sy  to 
im a g in e  th e  re su lt— a ll th e  c r a c k  r in g e rs  e n jo y in g  th e m se lv e s  in  one 
to w e r a n d  a l l  th e  le a rn e rs  b a n g in g  a b o u t in  a n o th er.

I f  a  r in g e r  g o e s  to  S t . P a u l ’s  on  a  p r a c tic e  n ig h t  I  su b m it t h a t  he 
sh o u ld  b e  g iv e n  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  r in g , t h a t  is  w h a t  h e  n as go n e  fo r  

v a n d  th e  officers th e r e  sh ou ld  assum e he is  co m p e te n t to  r in jj u n til 
i t  is  obviou s he is  n o t. M y  exp erien ce , in  a  to w e r w h ic h  in  th e  p a s t 
y e a r  o r  tw o  h a s  a t tr a c t e d  h u n d red s  o f  v is ito rs , h a s  been  t h a t  w ith  
ta c t fu l  com m onsense p re v a ilin g  th e  r in g in g  o f a ll m eth o d s ca n  b e  
k e p t  a t  a  v e ry  d e ce n t le v e l a n d  a l l  v is ito rs  a llo w e d  an  o p p o r tu n ity  
a c co rd in g  to  a n d  so m etim es a  l i t t le  a b o v e  th e ir  ca p a b ilitie s .

I  tr u s t  n o th in g  w ill b e  done in  L o n d o n  to w n  to  h a m p e r  th e  n o vice  
a f t e r  th e  w a r , fo r  w e  s h a ll b e  g la d  o f a l l th e  r e c ru its  w e  ca n  m u ste r.

116 , A lm a  R e a d , B o u rn e m o u th . A R T H U R  V . D A V I S .

D E A T H  OF MR. J. M A R T I N .
A  L I V E R P O O L  L E A D E R . •

B y  th e  d e a th  o f  M r. J a m e s  M a rtin , L iv e rp o o l h a s  su sta in e d  a v e r y  
/ r e g r e t ta b le  loss. H e d ied  in  h o sp ita l a f t e r  a  fo r tn ig h t ’ s illn ess on  

N o v e m b e r  13 th  a t  th e  a g e  o f 75 y e a rs . M r. M a r t in  w a s  born  in  th e  
v illa g e  o f  M u c k leto n , n e a r  N o rto n -in -H a les , S ta ffo rd sh ire , a n d  th e re  
le a r n t  to  p u ll a  b e ll. H e  w e n t to  L iv e rp o o l in  1888, th e n  jo in e d  th e  
L a n c a sh ire  A sso cia tio n , a n d  w h en  h e  d ied  th e  asso cia tio n  lo s t one o f 
its  m ost a b le  a n d  c a p a b le  m em b ers.

In  th e  y e a r s  1919 a n d  1920 M r. M a r tin  w a s  v ice -p re s id e n t o f  th e  
L a n c a s h ire  A sso cia tio n . J le  Was also  b e ll a d v is e r  to  th e  L iv e rp o o l 
b ra n ch .

F o r  m a n y  y e a rs  M r. M a rtin  w a s  th e  m a in s ta y  o f th e  r in g in g  a t  
S t .  M a r y ’s, W a lto n -o n -th e -H ill, th e  b e lls  o f  w h ich  h a v e  n o w  b een  
d e stro y e d  b y  en em y a ir  ra id s . A m o n g  th e  m a n y  fin e  a c h iev em en ts  
in  w h ic h ,h e  to o k  p a r t  a t  W a lto n  w a s  a 5,040 in  seven  S u rp rise  M in o r 
m eth o d s, n on-cond u cted , in  1913.

A f t e r  th e  la s t  w a r  M r. M a rtin  jo in e d  S t . N ic h o la s ’ , L iv e rp o o l, 
co m p a n y, a n d  r a n g  in  m a n y  n o ta b le  p e rfo r m a n c e s . H e  w a s  one o f  
th e  b a n d  t h a t  ra n g  in  p ea ls  o£ C a m b r id g e  S u r p rise  M in o r, M a jo r, 
R o y a l a n d  M a xim u s in  th e  sam e to w e r.

M r. M a rtin  com posed  m a n y  p e a ls  in  a  v a r ie t y  o f  m eth o d s a n d  also  
co n d u c ted  a  la r g e  n u m b er, in c lu d in g  a  p e a l o f  S te d m a n  C a te r s  a t  S t. 
N ic h o la s ’ , w h ic h  w a s  th e  firs t  b y  a l l th e  b a n d , th e  firs t  p eal o f  D o u b le  
N o rw ich  b y  th e  L ive rp o o l B r a n c h  o f  th e  L a n c a s h ire  A sso cia tio n , an d  
th e  f irs t  p e a l o f  S u p e r la t iv e  S u r p r is e  b y  t h a t  b ra n ch . T h e  D o u b le  
N o rw ic h  w as a t  P o r t  S u n lig h t in  1906 a n d  th e  S u p e r la t iv e  a t  B e b in g - 
to n  in  1914. M r. M a rtin  r a n g  13 9  p e a ls  fo r  th e  L a n c a s h ire  A sso ciation  
a n d  h a d  ru n g  v e r y  m a n y  fo r  th e  C h e s te r  D io ce sa n  G u ild .

In  h is  la te r  y e a rs  he r a n g  a t  C h r is t  C h u rc h , B o o tle , w h e re  h e  a n d  
his co m p a n y m ad e th e  m ost o f  th e ir  s ix  b ells .

M r. M a rtin  w ill b e  g r e a t ly  m issed. H e  w a s  a n  e x ce lle n t r in g e r  on 
a ll n u m b ers o f  b ells , a  g r e a t  te a c h e r  a n d  fr ie n d  to  a l l y o u n g  i*ingers, 
an d  w a s  a lw a y s  p leased  to  h e lp  th e m . H e  w a s  la id  to  re s t in  B o o tle  
C e m e te r y  on  N o v e m b e r 1 7 th , a n d  a m o n ^  th e  m a n y  flo ra l tr ib u te s  
w e r e  w r e a th s  fro m  h is  fe llo w -rin g e rs  a t  B o o tle  a n d  h is  fo rm e r co l­
le a g u e s  o f  S t . N ic h o la s ’ . T h e  d e e p e st s y m p a th y  is  e x ten d ed  t o  his 
fa m ily  in th e ir  sa d  b e re a v e m e n t.

A  L I G H T  R I N G  A T  D U B L I N ?
To th e E ditor.

D e a r S ir ,— In  re p lv  to  th e  le t te r  o f ‘ E n q u ire r  ’ in  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  
W o rld  ’ o f  O cto b er 3 l s t  aVxrnt a  lig h t  p e a l o f te n  in  a p r iv a te  house 
in D u b lin , m y  fa t h e r  tr ie d  to  fin d  o u t  a b o u t th e m  w h e n  h e  firs t  ca m e 
to  D u b lin  in  1897, b u t  h e  co u ld  fin d  no tr a c e . H e even  a d v e rt is e d  in  
th e  n ew sp ap ers, b u t  w ith  no success.

W h e th e r  th e y  e v e r  d id  e x is t w e  do n o t k n o w .
G E O R G E  G . L I X D O F F .

90, .E lford  T e rr a c e , D u b lin .

T H E  L A T E  M R . G A B R I E L  L I N D O F F .
A  F R I E N D S H I P  O F  O V E R  F I F T Y  Y E A R S .

A s  a  v e r y  o ld  fr ie n d  o f M r. G a b r ie l L in d o ff— o u r fr ie n d sh ip  e x ten d ed  
w e ll o ver f i f t y  y e a rs — I  w o u ld  lik e  to  a d d  a fe w  w o rd s to  y o u r  le a d in g  
a r t ic le  a n d  o th e r  a p p re c ia tio n s  in y o u r  la s t  issue.

A s  M r. C o les  re m a rk s , M r. L in d o ff w a s  li t t le  k n o w n  to  m a n y  p resent- 
d a y  r in g e rs , b u t  I  f irs t  m e t G a b r ie l L in d o ff w h en  he w a s  s ta tio n e d  a t  
A ld e rs h o t, s e rv in g  in  th e  R o y a l E n g in e e rs , in  th e  la te  e ig h tie s  o f  
la s t  c e n tu ry . In  th o se  d a y s  he v is ite d  G e o rg e  H . B a r n e tt , o f  F a rn - 
h am , S u r re y , an d  th ro u g h  h im  w e  ra n g  a  p e a l o f  G ra n d sire  T rip les, 
to g e th e r  a t  F a r n h a m  on N o v e m b e r 8th , 1888, w ith  th e  lo c a l b a n d  o f 
t h a t  tim e. T h o se  w e re  h a p p y  lim e s  fo r  r in g e rs  v is it in g  F a r n h a m , an d  
t h e y  w e r e  m ad e so b y  th e  w elcom e a lw a y s  g iv e n  to  th e m  b y  M r . 
B a r n e tt , w h o se  e a r ly  d e a th  w a s  a g r e a t  b low  to  th e  W in c h e ste r  G u ild  
a n d  to  F a r n h a m  to w e r in  p a r t ic u la r .

Som e y e a rs  e la p sed  b e fo re  I  a g a in  m e t G a b rie l L in d o ff, fo r  I  
m ig r a te d  to  B r ig h to n  in  1889, b u t  w e n e v e r  lo s t to u c h  in  co rresp o n d ­
en ce. In  1899 L in d o ff a n d  W . H . B a r b e r  ca m e to  B r ig h to n  on  h o lid a y . 
G a b r ie l w a s fu ll  o f h is  p e rso n a l ch a rm  as  d escrib ed  b y  on e o f  y o u r  
cp rresp on d en ts. W e  r a n g  th re e  p e a ls  d u rin g  th e ir  sh o rt s ta y , v iz ., 
S te d m a n  T r ip le s  a t  U ck n e ld  o n  on e d a y  a n d  S u p e r la tiv e  * it H a v a n t  
an d  C h ic h e ste r  on  th e  fo llo w in g  d a y . I  h a v e  n o d o u b t o u r  o ld  fr ie n d  
W . H . B . w i l l ’re m e m b e r i t .

In  1906 w e  m e t in  D u b lin , w h e re  w e  m a d e  tw o  u n su ccessfu l a t te m p ts  
fo r  S te d m a n  C a te rs . T h is  toas a f t e r  v is it in g  A r k lo w , w h e re  w e  h a d  
ru n g  tw o  p e a ls  o f D o u b le  N o rw ich , J . W . W a sh b ro o k  co m in g  on w ith  
u s to  fin ish  th e  w e e k  in  D u b lin . L in d o ff h a d  fixed  u s u p  w ith  e x ­
c e lle n t h o te l ac co m m o d a tio n  a n d  jo in e d  u s  as m u ch  as  p ossib le an d  
sh o w in g  u s th e  s ig h ts  o f D u b lin , n o t th e  le a s t  in te r e s tin g  o f w h ic h , 
w a s  th e  tr ip  o ver G u in n ess ’ B r e w e r y , w h e re  M r. L in d o ff w a s  th en  
em p loyed .

S in c e  t h a t  d a te , a n d  e sp e c ia lly  d u r in g  th e  lastv20  y e a rs , I  h a v e  m e t 
d a b r ie l  L in d o ff a lm o st y e a r ly  a n d  w e  h a v e  ru n g  m a n y  good  p eals 
to g e th e r  fro m  M a jo r  to  M a xim u s in  m a n y  co u n ties. H e  w a s  a lw a y s  
th e  sam e q u ie t  u n a ssu m in g  fr ie n d  a n d  co u n sellor, a lw a y s  w i llin g  to  
g iv e  a n y  lit t le  tip s a s  to  m eth o d s m n d co m po sition . O f our la s t  to u r  
to g e th e r  in  L iv e rp o o l d is tr ic t  in  1939 I  h a v e  v e r y  p le a s a n t re c o lle c ­
tion s, as I  th in k  lie  a n d  I  w e re  a b o u t th e  la s t  to  ‘ tu r n  in  ’ a t  n ig h t  
d u r in g  th e  five  n ig h ts  I  w a s in  L ive rp o o l. O u r la s t  p e a l to g e th e r  w a s 
a t  R u n c o rn  on th e  m o rn in g  o f  A u g u s t  26th, a f t e r  w h ich  I  w ish ed  him  
‘ G o od -b ye  * fo r  th e  la s t  tim e . I  fin ish  th e se  fe w  lin es  b y  q u o tin g  
h is o w n  w o rd s  to  m e on  th e  d e a th  o f m y  d e a r  w ife  s ix  y e a rs  ag o ,
4 N o t  d e a d , b u t  go n e b e fo r e .’ G E O R G E  W I L L I A M S .

H I S  H E L P  T O  H E L M J N G H A M  R I N G E R S .
To the E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— I  w a s g r ie v e d  to  re a d  o f  th e  d e a th  o f  M r. G a b r ie l L in d o ff 
a n d  w o u ld  lik e  to  p a y  a  sm all tr ib u te  to  his m em o ry  fo r  liis J tin d n e ss  
a n d  h e lp  to  o u r  co m p a n y  a t  H e lm in g lia m  d u rin g  th e  la s t  row  y e a rs  
w h en  w e  w e re  lo o k in g  fo r  n ew  m eth o d s to  r in g . H e  w a s  a lw a y s  k in d  
a n d  o b lig in g  a n d  sp a red  no effp rts  in  p ro v id in g  u s w ith  w h a t  w e  
w a n te d . W ith o u t su ch  m en  as h im  w e  sho'uld n^ ver h a v e  g o t  as  fa r  
a s  w e  h a v e  in  o u r S u r p rise  r in g in g  a t  H e lm in g h a m , a n d  I  fe e l t h a t  
m ore c r e d it  is  d u e 'to  h im  th a n  to  o u r  ow n efforts' in  w h a t  l i t t le  
p ro g re ss  w e  m ad e.

I  o n ly  m e t  h im  once, ju s t  fo r  a  h a n d sh a k e , w h en  th e  r in g e r s ’ r a lly  
w a s  h e ld  a t  C ro yd o n . A lth o u g h  h e  h a d  ex p ressed  his in te n tio n  o f 
co m in g  t o  H e lm in g h a m  fo r  a  p e a l w ith  u s  on  som e fu tu r e  occasion , 
u n fo r tu n a te ly  the- w a r  p re v e n te d  th e  fu lfilm e n t o f  th is  w ish , m u ch  
to  th e  r e g r e t  o f  us a ll. W e  sh a ll a lw a y s  fe e l g r a te fu l  to  h is  m em o ry  
a n d  fe e l t h a t  th e  w o rld  is  a  b e t te r  p la c e  fo r  his p a ss in g  th ro u g h  i t  
a n d  le a v in g  his m a rk . T . W . L A S T .

E V E R  W I L L I N G  T O  H E L P .
D e a r  S ir ,— I t  w a s  w ith  g r e a t  r e g r e t  I  r e a d  o f  th e  d e a th  o f  M r. 

G a b r ie l L in d o ff. A lth o u g h  i t  h a d  o n ly  b een  m y  p r iv i le g e  to  k n o w  
h im  fo r  a  sh o r t  tim e — ju s t  o v e r  s ix  y e a r s  to  b e  e x a c t— 1 re a lise  th e  
E x erc ise  lia s  lo st a  g r e a t  r in g e r  a n d  fr ie n d .

H e  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  m en  o f w h o m  fe w  a r e  to  b e  fo u n d , fo r  h e  w a s  
e v e r  w illin g  to  h elp  th e  b e g in n e r, w h e th e r  i t  w a s  in  m eth o d  r in g in g  
o r  co m p o sin g  o r  co n d u c tin g . I  am  su re  t h e  h e a r t  o f  th e  E x e rc ise  goes 
o u t to  th ose w ho m ou rn  h is  d e a th . E . W . P Y E .

T H E  L A T E  T .  J E L T O N .  *
D E D I C A T IO N  O F  M E M O R IA L .

B e fo re  even so n g  on S u n d a y , N o v e m b e r 23rd, a  sh o rt b u t im p ressive  
ce rem o n y  w a s  co n d u cted  b y  th e  V ic a r  o f W a ls a ll (th e  R e v . P re b . 
H . J . C a r p e n te r 1) in  th e  b e lfr y  o f S t . M a tth e w ’s C tiu rch , w h en  he 
d e d ica te d  a  p eal ta b le t  to  th e  m em o ry  o f  M r. T .  J .  E lto n , fo r  38 yearp  
a  r in g e r  an d  c h o ris te r  a t  S t .  M a tth e w ’s.

T h e  d ed ica tio n  to o k  p la c e  in th e  p resen ce o f a re p re s e n ta tiv e  g a th e r ­
in g  o f  r in g e rs  fro m  th e  A rch d ca co n ry^ o f S ta ffo rd , r e la tiv e s  a n d  frien d s.

B e tw e e n  th e  tw o  serv ices a  cou rse  o f G ra n d sire  T r ip le s  w a s  ru n g  
on h a n d b ells  in  slow  tim e  h y  th e  fo llo w in g : J .  E a stw o o d  1-2, H . 
K n ig h t ,3-4, F . B r o th e rto n  5-6, G . E . O liv e r  7-8.

T h e  V ic a r  r e fe r r e d  to  M r. E lto n ’s w o rk  in  th e  b e lfr y  an d  ch o ir  and  
to  th e  d e a th  on a c t iv e  se rv ic e  o f  h is son, M r. S .  E lto n , w ho w a s  a 
r in g e r  a t  S t .  M a tth e w ’s b e fo re  m o v in g  to  G u ild fo rd .

T h e  t a b le t  o f b ro n ze w ith  w h ite  le t te r in g  record s a h alf-m u ffled  
p eal o f S te d m a n  C in q u es.
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A L B E R T  G E O R G E  D R IV ER .
S O M E  O F  H I S  W O R K , A S  R E M E M B E R E D  B y  ‘ M I N O R M A N I A .’

I  supp ose t h a t  th e  L e y to n sto n e  b a n d  h a d  m ore  to  do w ith  th e  
in tro d u c tio n  o f B e r t  D r iv e r ’ s w o rk  to  th e  E x erc ise  th a n  a n y  o th ers, 
a lth o u g h  o'thers w e n t m u ch  fa r th e r  w ith  i t  e v e n tu a lly . H e o fte n  used  
to  s a y  to  m e, in  la te r  y e a rs , th a t  h e  w o n d ered  ju s t  h o w  m u ch  o f i t  
w o u ld  h a v e  b een  k n o w n  b u t  fo r  th e  lu c k y  ch a n ce  o f  his le t te r  to  m y 
o ld  fr ie n d , G e o rg e  D aw son , h o n . s e c r e ta r y  o f th e  L e y to n sto n e - b an d, 
a n d  to  G e o rg e ’s go od -h u m o u red  la zin ess . -S in ce  i t  w a s  jn y  p erso n a l 
good  fo r tu n e  to  e n te r  v e r y  fu lly  in to  D r iv e r ’ s e a r lie r  w o rk , p erh ap s 
I m a y  b e  a llo w ed  to  a d d  to  th o se  tr ib u te s  so ju s t ly  p a id  to  th is  
g r e a t  a n d  g e n tle  m a n . I t  is  a. lo n g  w h ile  ag o , I  w r ite  m a in ly  fro m  
m em o ry , a n d  b e g  to  b e  ex cu sed  a n y  m ista k e s  o f  f a c t ;  b u t  i t  goes 
so m eth in g  lik e  th is .

A  dozen  or so y e a rs  a g o , D aw son  w r o te  to  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  
a b o u t an  eleven-surprise 720 su pp o sed  to  h a v e  b een  Tung elsew h ere, 
an d  he re c e ive d  fro m  D r iv e r  a  d iffid en t, r e t ir in g  s o rt o f le t te r ,  a g r e e ­
in g  t h a t  th e  720 w a s  n o t p ossib le , b u t  n o t  fqr th e  rea so n  D aw son  
g a v e . E n clo sed  w ere  som e h g u re s , sh o w in g  a le a d  o f  a  m eth o d  w ith  
r e d  in k  lin e s  ru le d  a m o n g st th e m . N e x t  p r a c t ic e  n ig h t  G e o rg e  tossed  
th is  le t te r  o ver to  m e, sa y in g , ‘ . . . H e re , y o u ’v e  le t  m e in  fo r  som e­
t h in g ;  n ow  jo lly  w e ll g e t  m e o u t o f i t .  . . . ’

W e  w e r e  to  c u t  a lo n g  th e  r e d  lin es , in s e rt  th is  fo r  th a t ,  and, 
b e h o ld , w h e re  C a r lis le  .Surprise h a d  b een  w e  n o w  fo u n d  C u n e ca stre . 
T h is  w a s  ty p ic a l o f th e  m an — sim p le  v is u a l ex am p les , no m a t te r  how 
m u ch  tro u b le . T h u s w e  ra n g  th e  f irs t  720 w h ich  sp lice d  m eth o d s w ith  
d iffe re n t ‘ s ta r ts . ’ H e h a d  o ffered  m o re  n ew  ty p e s , fo r  w h ic h  I  b e g g e d , 
a n d  b a c k  ca m e his ‘ m a ste r p ie c e ,’ as h e  lik e d  to  ca ll it , a n d  o f  w h ich  
h e  w a s  v e r y  p ro u d — ju s t ly  so. I t  w a s  so m u ch  w h o lly  h is  ow n, an d  
so v e r y  in g en io u s  t h a t  I  m a k e  n o  a p o lo g y  fo r  o fferin g  a  sh o rt d escrip ­
tio n  o f  it .

T h e  five  le a d s  o f  th e  p la in  cou rse  o f  C a m b r id g e  M in o r, w h en  c u t in 
h a lve s  w h ere  th e  tre b le  lie s  b eh in d , g iv e  ten  h a lf-lea d s, w h ich  can 
b e  so re jo in e d  t h a t  a  p la in  cou rse  o f  Ip sw ich  re s u lts  (th e  w ell-kn o w n  
sp lice  b y  courses). B u t  i f  th e  to p  h a lv e s  o f  th is  le a d  a n d  th a t  be 
jo in e d  to  th e  b o tto m  h a lv e s  o f  so a n d  so ,-w e  h a v e  tw o  co m p lete  lea d s 
e a c h  o f C a m b r id g e  an d  Ip sw ich ,, le a v in g  tw o  h a lve s  which cannot be 
jo in ed  a t m id-lead. T h is  ‘ u n jo in a b le  ’  p a ir , i f  jo in e d , w o u ld  ca u se  
th e  fo u r th  b e ll to  p iv o t  (o r m a k e  th e  p la ce) a t  m id -lead , in s te a d  o f 
t h e .3 rd  (as C a m b rid g e ) o r th e  5 th  (a s  Ip sw ich ), a n d  B o u rn e  S u r p rise  
is  a  4 th  p iv o tin g  m eth o d . M o r e o v e r  t h e  d ia g ra m  o f  th e  4 th  bell, 
b o th  in  B o u rn e  a n d  th e  u n jo in a b le , .is  th e  sam e, a n d  th e  n a tu r e  o f 
th e  ro w s is a lik e  in  each . T h u s  Six c o m p le m e n ta ry  le a d s  o f B o u rn e  
p rod u ce th e  sa m e  ro w s a s  s ix  o f  th e  u n jo in a b le s , an d  w e  r a n g  th e  
firs t 720 on th e  com posite-cou rse p la n , as w e ll as  m a n y  o th e r  ty p e s  
also.

M ea n tim e, w ith  th e  o b je c t  o f s a v in g  D riv d r tro u b le , I  su g g e ste d  
t h a t  Jie lo o k ed  u p  an  a r t ic le  o f m in e on  M in o r sp lic in g , so t h a t  lie  
m ig h t ju d g e  h ow  lit t le  v isu a l e x a m p le  w a s  n ecessa ry . T h is  he did, 
a n d  (as he p u t  it), ‘ to  h is  h o rro r ,’ he fo u n d  th e re  o n e  or tw o  exam p les 
w h ich  w e re  n o t in , h is ta b le s  (L o n d o n -C u n ec a stre  w a s  on e, I th in k ). 
H e  w o u ld  s t a r t  a ll o ver a g a in , h e  sa id , a n d  e x p lo re  ev ery  a v e u u e  th is  
t im e !  I  a sk ed  to  jo in  h n n , a n d  h e  g la d ly  a g re e d . T h u s  b e g a n  a 
co rresp o n d en ce o f som e y e a rs , p le a s a n t to  b o th  I  h ope, a n d  e x tre m e ly  
in te r e s tin g  a n d  in s tru c tiv e  to  m y se lf. I  sh a ll a lw a y s  b e  g r a te fu l  fo r 
th e  o p p o r tu n ity . .

T l i3 fie ld  w a s  a  la r g e  one— th e  co rresp o n d en ce  vo lu m in o u s. U u r 
le t te r s  tr a v e lle d  b o th  w a y s — w h a t w e  w r o te  ca m e b a c k  a g a in  w ith  
m a rg in a l r e p ly  i f  p ossib le , 01* th e  p o in t c a rr ie d  fo rw a rd  to  a n o th e r 
le t te r ,  c a r e fu lly  re fe re n c e d . A n y  d a t a  to  b e  re ta in e d  w a s cop ied  off, 
to  sa v e  \ h e  o th e r  tr o u b le . O n e p o in t— o n e  p a r a g r a p h , w ith  its  r e ­
fe re n c e  n u m b er. O n e or tw o  le t te r s  ea c h  w e e k ;  flim sy fo o lsca p  p a p e r  
to  sa v e  th e  (d ou ble) w e ig h t. H u n d re d s  o f sh eets, an d  e v e ry  sin gle  
o n e w e ll w o rth  w h ile . I  k e p t  v e r y  l i t t le  o f  his— th e y  a ll tr a v e lle d  b a ck  
to  h im , b u t  I  d id  g a in  k n o w le d g e . M y  p a r i ,  w a s  to  ch eck , cr itic ise  
an d  s u g g e s t (h e  c a lle d  m y  su g g e stio n s  4 . . . . flash es in  th e  p an  
w h ich  o fte n  s e t  th e  h o u se  a fire  . . . H is  p a r t  to  cr e a te , and 
p rod u ce in  tr u e  m ass-p ro d u ctio n  s ty le .
;  W e  ta ck le d  th e  T re b le  B o b  m eth o d s first. T h e  book w a s ign ored  
(as som e m oth od s w ere  m issin g  fro m  th e  ed itio n  he h ad ), an d  ev e ry  
p ossib le m eth o d  w a s  p ro d u c e d  b y  form ulae a n d  sectio n -d ia g ra m s (I 
s t il l  h a v e  th ese  a n d  th e  ta b le s  o f e lim in a tio n ). S te p  b y  step  the 
diaginm s  (n o t th e  figu res) w ere  a n a ly se d , s o rte d  an d  s ifte d , fo r  all 
co m b in a tio n s  o f  lea d , 3-lead , 6- lea d , co u rse, com p osite-cou rse, and 
m ixed -p la ce  sp licers  ( I  w ish  1 co u ld  show  h o w  sc ie n tific a lly  h e  ta c k le d  
th is  jo b ). C o m p lete  ta b le s  re su lte d , sh ow in g  th o se  m eth o d s w hich 
w o u ld  sp lice  w ith  w h ich , ii> a l l so rts  o f  w a y s . I  s a y  4 co m p le te ,’ b u t 
it  is  tv p ic a l t h a t  h e  w ou ld  n o t b o th e r  w ith  th e  on e o r  tw o odd ones 
w h ich  4 o u g h t ’ to  go , th e  splice b e in g  th e re  b u t th e  com p osition  n ot. 
I t  w a s  th e  p rin cip le  w h ich  *fascin a ted  h im . th e  o th e rs  w ere  r.ot w o rth  
th e  tro u b le . S o  th o ro u g h ly  an d  c a r e fu lly  h a d  w e w o rk e d  tlm t I  
w a n ted  to  >av ‘ c o m p le tio n !’ b u t he w ould  n o t a d m it o f  it, a n d  some 
v e a rs  la te r  he e n jo y e d  his 4 I to ld  yo u  so ’ w h en  K e n n e th  L e w is  cam e 
a lo n g  w ith  (a t least) on e ty p e  w h ich  h ad  been  m issed. I t  w as the 
cam e w ith  h is  s ix -su rp rise  720. W e  th o u g h t t h a t  h is  a n d  T. W  
P a r k e r 's  w ere  th e  o n ly  tw o , b u t  he said  ‘ C a u t io n ’ ’ S u r e  en ough 
A lb e r t  R e lfe  p rod u ced  th e  th ird .

C o m b in a tio n s  o f  k ey-com p ositio n s w ere  p rod u ced , u se fu l an d  useless 
— th e y  m u sf all b e  th e re  fa  s a t is fy  h im . T o  p lea se  m e, th e  p ra c tic a l

r in g e r , he a n a ly se d  (a g a in ) th e d iagram s , s te p  b y  ste p , to  p rod u ce 
co m p le te  ta b le s  o f m etn o d s w ith  lik e  w o rk  * a b o v e  ’ th e  tr e b le , and  
w ith  l ik 6 w o rk  * b elow  * th e  tr e b le , sh ow in g, sa y , a l l  m eth o d s w ith  
‘ C a m b r id g e  w o rk  a b o v e  *; a n d  a ll, sa y , w ith  ‘ L o n d o n  w o rk  b e lo w .’ 
N o  w o n d er th a t , a t  one tim e , I  cou ld  r in g  scores o f  T re b le  B o b  
m eth o d s w ith o u t lo o k in g  th e m  u p . T h en  w e  g a v e  m ass-p ro d u ctio n  a 
m iss fo r  a  w h ile , a n d  (fo r  r e la x a tio n !)  d iscu ssed  p la n s  fo r  co m p o si­
tion s, q-sets, 65’s a n d  w h a t  n o t.

T h e  w a y  h e  p ro v e d  h is e x te n ts  is  ty p ic a l. I w a s  co n scien tio u s in 
m y  ch e c k in g , a n d  once c a u g h t h im  n a p p in g  w ith  a d ud 720 (a ‘ ru sh  
jo b  ’ ). H 2 a sk e d  m e w h a t  system  I  u sed , a n d  ch a ffed  m e 110 en d  
w hen I  to ld  h im . H e  u sed  a  p ro o f-sca le  o f  s ix  co lu m n s, th e  f irs t  b e in g  
30 lea d -h ea d s, d iv id e d  in to  six  P . r in g s  ( i.e ., p la in  cou rses), p rick e d  
fro m  th e  th re e  n o rm a l p a rt-e n d s, an d  also  fro m  th e  th re e  first-w ron g- 
bo b s in  ea ch  p a r t .  T h e se  ro w s lie  ca lle d  th e  ‘ h e a d s ,’ th e  o th e r  five 
co lu m n s -the 4 ta i ls . ’ C o l. 2 w e r e  th e  t h ir t y  lia n d stro k e s , o b ta in e d  
fro m  Col- 1  b y  tra n sp o s in g  by  h a n d stro k e  124365. C o lu m n s 3, 4, 5 , 6 
w ere  th e  ro w s o f  C ol. 1  tra n sp o se d  b y  132546, 146253, 153624 and 
165432 re s p e c tiv e ly — ea ch  tra n sp o sitio n  ‘ in  lin e  ’ w ith  its  m a te  in 
C o l. 1 . T h e  lea d " en d s o f  a  720 could* th e n  b e  m a rk e d  w ith  th e  P . 
r in g  n u m b e r (1 , 2, 3, 4 , 5, 6), a n d , n a tu r a lly , no lin e  acro ss t h e  p roo f- 
sca le  co u ld  b e  v is ite d  tw ic e . I f  lin e  1  o f  C o l. 1 w a s  used, lin e  1 o f 
a l l o th e r  co lu m n s m u st b e  a vo id ed , a n d  so 011. So  th a t , no m a tte r  
w h a t ‘ h a n d stro k e  ’ th e  m eth o d  b r o u g h t in  as a  ‘ le a d -e n d ,’ a n d  110 

'm a t t e r  w h ic h  w a y  * u p  ’ th e  le a d s  w ere , th e r e  w a s  no fe a r  o f  r e p e t i­
tion . M o reo ver, 110 m a tte r  w h e re  (in th e  720) th e y  ca m e, ea c h  le a d  
w a s  id e n tifie d  w ith  its  P .  r in g  b y  th e  n u m b e r, so u se fu l w h en  su b ­
s t itu t in g  on e m eth o d  fo r  a n o th e r  fro m  th e  ta b le s .

F o r  c e r ta in  rea so n s I  h ad  to  le a v e  h im  to  do th e  p la in  m ethods 
a lon e. H e  w ou ld  n o t to u c h  M a jo r  u n til h e  h a d  ex h a u ste d  th e  M in or 
p rob lem s, a n d  i t  w a s  n o t u n ti l  som e lo n g  tim e  a fte r w a r d s  t h a t  w e  r e ­
s ta r te d , on  w h a t  w a s  to  -fee o u r la s t  re a l jo b  o f w ork* to g e th e r— th e  
re -sh a p in g  o f m y  system  o f  M a jo r  p ro o f, th e  vers io n  o f  w h ic h  is th e  
one (I  su spect) m en tio n ed  la te ly  b y  M r. A la n  P in k . H e re  I  e n jo y e d  
som e l i t t le  ‘ s t a r t , ’ as he h a d  p r a c t ic a l ly  n e v e r  lo o k ed  a t  M a jo r  at 
a l l ;  b u t  h e  soon le ft  m e b eh in d , b ecau se  I  w a s  fo rce d  to  h is  p o in ts  
o f v iew  b y  u n s h a k a b le  lo g ic . W h ile  he w a s  a  n o n -rin g er, I  th in k  
th a t  i t  is  n o t tru e  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  he co u ld  n o t h a n d le  a  b e ll. I 
se e iy  to  rem em b er t h a t  w e  p ersu a d ed  him  to  r in g  th e  te n o r b eh in d  
w h en  h e  ca m e  to  L e y to n sto n e  to  see u s  r in g  his m a ste rp ie c e . B u t  
hft was a  * n o n -r in g e r/  an d , a lth o u g h  h e  m ello w ed  la te r  on, a t  t h a t  
tim e  he w a s  in to le r a n t  o f th e  il lo g ic a l p ra c tic e s  to  w n ich  th e  
‘ p r a c tic a l ’ r in g e r  is so p ron e. H is  u n fa ilin g  go od  h u m ou r a lon e 
sa v e d  m a n y  a sq u a b b le , w h en  I  fo u g h t  fo r  th e  p ra c tic a l v iew , a g a in s t  
his e n tir e ly  n e w  a n g le  o f  a p p ro a c h . F o r  in sta n ce , a t  on e tim e  w e 
to y e d  w ith  th e  id ea  o f  p u b lish in g  o u r  ( jo in t) sy ste m  o f  p roo f. I 
w a n te d  to  show  th e  id ea s ‘ p r a c t ic a l ly , ’ b u t  he re fu s e d  to  a llo w  th em  
to  b e  ‘ tw is te d  a b o u t ’— fo r  exarq p le , y e a r s  in  th e  b e l fr y  h a d  in g ra in e d  
in  m e th e  c o u rsin g  o rd er o f 2468753— I  h a d  seen  th e  b e lls  com e down 
lik e  th a t ,  th e  8 b e fo re  th e  7, a n d  so o n . B u t  D r iv e r  in siste d  th a t , 
s in ce  p ro o f w a s  b a sed  so le ly  on th e  p ositio n  o f  th e  ten o rs  7-8 (7-8 m ark  
yo u , n o t 8-7), w h y  re v e rse  th em  a n d  a ll th e  o th e r  c o u rsin g  p a irs , 
seven  o f th em , ju s t  to  k e e p  co u rs in g  o rd e r  ‘ p ra c tic a l* ’ ; e v e ry b o d y  
w a n ts  th e  te n o rs  r ig h t , so k e e p  th e m  a ll th e  r ig h t  w a y , an d  a lso , as 
7-8 a r e  th e  p iv o t o f  a l l p ro o f, sh ow  th e  c o u rsin g  o rd e r  th u s, 786^235. 
T h is  w a s  one o f  m a n y  p oin ts, a n d  th e  u p sh o t w a s  t h a t  I  w e n t o ver 
to  h im  lo ck , s to ck  an d  b a rre l, a n d  p u t  th e  co m b in ed  system  into 
ty p e . O n e co p y  w e n t to  D r iv e r  (I h o p e  4 y o u n g  TeddyN* finds it) , one^ 
I k e p t, a n d  on e tr a v e lle d  a b ou t— it  is  n o w  in  L in c o ln sh ire , I  b elieve.

I a m  v e r y  g la d  to  k n o w  th a t  4 y o u n g  T e d d y  ’ is  to  h ave  D r iv e r ’ s 
M S S ., as 1  k n o w  th a t  D r iv e r  th o u g h t a  lo t  o f  h im , b u t i t  w ill b e  a  
h e a v y  re sp o n sib ility  i f  D r iv e r  k e p i  a  t i th e  o f  w h a t  I  sa w  —  M S ., 
d ia g ra m s, form ulae, c a rd  in d exed  m eth o d s, p ro o f sca les , com position s 
an d  w h a t  n o t. I  kn ow  t h a t  one o f  D r iv e r  s f ir s t  m a jo r-jo b s  w a s  to  
p ro d u ce  a ll o f  th e  h a n d -b a ck  S u r p r is e  m eth o d s a n d  record  th em  (in 
form ulae, o f course). I  can  o n ly  rem em b er on e jo b  a g a in s tJw h ich  he 
v io le n tly  sh ied . I  tr ie d  to  p e rsu a d e  h im  to  p rod u ce a 4 zero  ’ p roof- 
sca le , a g a in s t  w h ich  th e  p ro o f o f a n y  m e th o d  co u ld  b e  c la m p ed — a 
co lossal jo b , even  i f  p ossib le . I  h a v e  o fte n  w o n d ered  w h e th e r  he g a v e  
th is  4 . . . flash  in  th e  p a n  . . .* a n y  m ore th o u g h t. H e  w a s  q u ite  
ca p a b le  o f i t !

O n e fin al w ord . H e  w a s a  tr a m  d r iv e r  o n ly  b y  fo rce  o f  c ircu m ­
sta n ce . J o h n  C ross, o f  H orn ch u rch , a cco m p a n ied  m e on a v is it to  
D riv e r , one S a tu r d a y  a fte rn o o n , to  see  a  W o od h ou se r in g in g  m ach in e, 
a n d  I  sp e n t an  u n u s u a lly  s ile n t akiiernoon ( fo r  m e) lis te n in g  to  th e  
tico  e n g in eers  d eep  in co n stru ctiv e  te c h n ica lit ie s . D r iv e r  w a s  e x ­
tre m e ly  u n lu c k y , a n d  even  in  h is  h o b b y  w a s  in c lin ed  to  b e 'o v e r lo o k e d . 
T h e  C e n tr a l C o u n cil d id  him  th e  h o n o u r (!) to  a p p o in t him  assistant 
d e m o n stra to r  o f  th e  C a r te r  r in g in g  m ach in e, and  I  well* rem em b er 
how  he lo o k ed  fo rw a rd  to  th is  o p p o r tu n ity , o n ly  to  b e  b it te r ly  d is­

a p p o in t e d  b y  th e  re str ic tio n s."  I t  is  ty p ic a l o f  th e 'C o u n c il  th a t no 
o th e r  use w a s  fo u n d  fo r  his u n d o u b ted  gen iu s, w h ich , i f  em p loyed , 
w ould liaVe ra n k e d  h igh  w ith  th e  b est— it m ust hf\£t been Inotcn  to 
m any m em bers. I  supp ose that, k iss in g  goes b y  fa v o u r , a n d  D riv e r  
n eve r so u g h t fa v o u r . A s  a te a c h e r  • (aty$, p o te n tia l w r ite r  o f text 
books> h e  w a s  su p re m e , an d  t h a t  goes fo r  all o f  th ose  I  h a v e  read  
h igh  re g a rd  th o u g h  I h a v e  fp r  th ev n am es o f J a sp e r  S n o w d o n . J 
T ro llo p e  an d  o th e r  w r ite rs . «

W e ll —  G od  r e s t  h is  soul. T h e  E xerc ise  h as lo st a g r e a t ca m ­
p a n o lo g ist, a n d  I  h ave  lost a g r e a t frien d .
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W H A T  O F  T H E  F U T U R E ?
A  N A T I O N A L  A S S O C IA T I O N  N E E D E D .

To the E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— W o rld  e v e n ts  h a v e  r e a c h e d  su ch  a n  im p o r ta n t s ta g e  th a t  

th e  q u estion  o f  th e  fu tu r e  o f  b e llr in g in g  • as w e k n o w  i t  m a y  seem  
u n im p o rta n t a t  th e  p re s e n t tim e , y e t  I  w p u ld  v e n tu r e  to  s u g g e s t th a t  
now  is  th e  t im e  to  in a u g u r a te  a  sound co n stru ctiv e  p o lic y  in  p r e p a r a ­
tion  fo r  th e  d a y  o f  v ic to r y  w h ic h  w ill su re ly  com e.

W h a t  is  b e in g  done in  th e  m e a n tim e ?  A c tu a lly  v e r y  li t t le ,  i f  w e  
a r e  h o n est w i th  o u rse lv e s  an d  r e v ie w  th e  m a tte r ' c a r e fu lly . D is tr ic t  
a n d  o th e r  m e e tin g s  h a v e  been  h eld  in a l l p a r t s  o f  th e  c o u n try  b y  th e  
s ta lw a r ts  o f  c a m p a n o lo g y  ( I  lik e  th e  w ord ) u n d er e x tre m e ly  ad verse  
con d ition s, som e e x ce lle n t a r tic le s  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  in ‘ T h e. R in g in g  
W o r ld ,’ d iscussions h a v e  ta k e n  p la c e , b u t  li t t le  h a s  been  done o f  a  
co n stru ctive  n a tu re  in  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  th e  e v e n ts  o f  to -m orrow .

I t  is  d ifficu lt a t  th e  p re se n t t im e  to  e s tim a te  th e  w o rk  o f  th ose 
tw o  o u ts ta n d in g  m en , J .  S . G o ld sm ith  a n d  J .  A . T ro llo p e , b u t  I  h ave  
no d o u b t w h a te v e r  t h a t  th e ir  e ffo rts  Will go  dow n in  h is to ry  a s  one 
o f th e  m ost o u ts ta n d in g  e v e n ts  o f  th e  E x e rc ise . I t  w o u ld  b e  foolish  
to  p resu m e t h a t  a f t e r  th e  ce ssa tio n  o f  h o st ilit ie s  r in g in g  w ill fo llo w  in  
th e  fo o ts te p s  o f  1939 a n d  t h a t  a l l w e  h a v e  to  do is  to  e n te r  th e  b e lfr y  
a n d  a ll w ill b e  w ell.

D ra s t ic  ch a n g es  w ill ta k e  p la c e , th e  e x te n t  o f  w h ic h  w e  ca n n o t 
fo resee , a n d  i t  is  w o rth  n o tic in g  t h a t  bu sin ess a sso ciation s h a v e  re c o g ­
n ised  th is  a n d  a r e  m a k in g  p re p a ra tio n  a c co rd in g ly . C a n  w e  do th e  
s a m e ?  *

Y e s , I  th in k  w e  ca n . A  n a tio n a l a sso cia tio n  sh ou ld  b e  fo rm e d  im m e­
d ia te ly  to  co n ta in  a ll so cie ties  in  on e b o d y , c a s tin g  a s id e , fo r  th e  
fu tu r e  o f  th e  E x erc ise , a l l asso cia tion  w ith  th e  p a st. T h is  m a y  seem  
r a th e r  d ra st ic  to  som e m em b ers, b u t  on reflection  th e  issues a t  s ta k e  
co u ld  n o t b e  su cc e ss fu lly  d e a lt  w ith  b y  th e  d is jo in te d  m a c h in e ry  w e 
h ave  a t  th e  p re se n t tim e .

I  s u g g e s t t h a t  a fu ll-tim e  s e c r e ta r y  b e  a p p o in te d  an d  a n  e x e cu tiv e  
b o d y  b e  e le c te d  to  re p re se n t th e  E xercise .

I  v isu a lise  that, fro m  th is  w o u ld  em e rg e  a b o d y  p o w e rfu l en o u g h  to 
c a r r y  th ro u g h  th e  g r e a t  w-ork w h ich  w o u ld  b e  thrust, up on  th e m  in  
th e  t im e  to  com e. * F . W . H O U S D E N .

W a n ste a d .
«  ---------------

A N C I E N T  S O C I E T Y  OF C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .
A n o th e r  v e r y  p le a s a n t a n d  su ccessfu l m e e tin g  w a s  h e ld  la s t  S a t u r ­

d a y  a t  th e  W h ite c h a p e l F o u n d r y  b y  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s . T h e  M a ster, 
M r. E . G . F e n n , w a s  in  th e  ch a ir , a n d  w a s  su p p o rte d  b y  th e  hon. 
s e c r e ta r y  (M r. A . B . P e c k ) , th e  hon. tr e a s u r e r  (M r. A . A . H u gh es), 
M r. E . A . Y o u n g , M r. H . M iles, M r. G . P r ic e , M r. H . R . N e w to n  a n d  
o th e rs . M r. J . S h e p h e rd  tu rn e d  u p  fro m  S w in d o n , M r. C . H . K ip p in  
fro m  B e d d in g to n  a n d  M r. G . M . K ilb y  fro m  R u is lip .

W a r r a n t  M e ch an ic ian  C . F .  G u y , o f  H .M .S . ‘ V ic to r io u s ,’ w r o te  con ­
g r a tu la t in g  th e  s o c ie ty  a n d  its  officers on  th e  w o rk  th e y  a re  d o in g 
to k e e p  th e  o ld  o rd e r  in  e x isten ce  a n d  ex p ressin g  h is  go od  w ish es fo r 
th e  fu tu r e . H e  w a s  so rry  h e  co u ld  n o t  b e  a t  th e  a n n u a l lu n c h  a s  he 
h a d  in ten d ed .

M r. W illia m  K e e b le  also w r o te  g iv in g  h is  b e st w ish es a n d  con ­
g ra tu la tio n s .

M r. E r n e s t C . S . T u r n e r , w h o  h a d  been  n o m in a ted  a t  th e  lu n ch eon , 
w a s  d u ly  e le c te d  a  m em b er, as  w ere  M r. C e c il C . M a y n e , o f H a rro w , 
an d  M r. C h ris to p h e r  P . H e a th , P e n a r th , G la m o rg a n .

T h e  loss s u sta in e d  to  th e  E x e rc ise  b y  th e  d e a th s  o f  M r. W illia m  
W illso n  a n d  M r. G a b r ie l L in d o ff w a s  'm ention ed, a n d  th e  m em b ers 
sto o d  in  s ilen ce  as  a  tr ib u te  to  th e ir  m em o ry.

A ll  ^ e r e  p lea sed  to  h e a r  fro m  th e  M a s te r  t h a t  h is  son, w ho h as 
b een  s e rv in g  in  th e  ‘ A r k  R o y a l , ’ is  sa fe .

T h e  fin e co llectio n  o f r in g in g  books g iv e n  to  th e  so cie ty  b y  M r. 
E r n e s t M o rris  w a s  on v iew , a n d  h is  g e n e ro s ity  w a s  m uch a p p re c ia te d .

A f t e r  th e  bu sin ess m e e tin g  th e re  w a s  som e h a n d b e ll r in g in g , and, 
a m o n g  o th e r  th in g s , co u rses o f  L on d on  S u r p r is e  M a jo r  a n d  D o u b le  
N o rw ich  w ere  ru n g .

L O N D O N  C I T Y  C H U R C H E S .
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— T h e  tw o  le tte rs  b y  M r. M u rre ll an d  M r. D e a l a re  m ost 
v a lu a b le  a n d  sen sib le  co n trib u tio n s  to  th e ^ v e ry  d ifficu lt q u estion  o f 
th e  L o n d o n  C it y  ch u rch es a n d  th e ir  fu tu r e .

M r. D e a l h a s  a  k n o w le d g e  an d  u n d e rsta n d in g  -of th ese  b u ild in g s  
^ h ic h  is t r u ly  a d m ira b le , b u t I  hope he w ill n o t m in d  m y d isa g re e in g  
w ith  him  a b o u t S t .  M a ry , A ld e rm a ry . T h a t  ch u rch  s t il l  sta n d s, b u t 
i f  i t  h ad  been  d e stro y e d  w e co u ld  h a v e  sp a red  it  fa r  b e t te r  th a n  som e 
th a t  h a v e  go n e. T o  m y  m in d , it  is  ch ie fly  in te r e s tin g  as sh ow in g  how 
fa r  W re n  w a s  o u t o f  h is  e lem en t w hen he tr ie d  to  b u ild  in  th e  G o th ic  
s ty le . I t  h a s  an  e la b o ra te  ce ilin g  w h ic h  looks lik e  a G o th ic  v a u lt  
a n d  is  q u ite  e ffe c tiv e , b u t is  in  p la s te r :  an d  th e  ta l l  to w e r w ith  its  
r ig id  v e r t ic a l lin es is  a p oor a f fa ir  co m p a red  to  scores o f  reaJly G o th ic  
steep les. I t  is  sa id  th a t  th e  p a rish io n ers  in siste d  th a t W re n  should 
co p y  a s  n e a r ly  as p ossib le th e ir  o ld  to w e r. I  do n ot th in k  it  w ould  
be  m uch go o d  a s  a b e ll to w e r.

I  should  b e  so rry  to  see it  p u lled  dow n, fo r  i t  is  a fa m ilia r  la n d ­
m a rk  in  th e  C it y  o f  L o n d o n , b u t  how  m uch b e t te r  i t  w ou ld  h ave  been  
if  S t . D u n sta n ’ s-in -th e-E ast sp ire , or S t .  M a g n u s ', Lon don  B r id g e , 
stood  in  th a t  p ro m in e n t p osition . * X . ’

S T . P A U L ’S C A T H E D R A L  B E L L S .
H O W  THE PROJECT W A S LAUNCHED.

t To th e E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— T o u r  re fe re n c e  t o 'S t .  P a u l ’s C a th e d r a l b e lls  a n d  th e  fine 

p h o to g ra p h  o f  th e  n o rth -w e st to w e r  h a v e  b r o u g h t b a c k  h a p p y  
m em ories o f  th e  t im e  I  sp e n t In L o n d o n  a n d  o f th e  k in d ly  w elco m e I 
rec e ived , ev en  to  th e  e x te n t o f  b e in g  a llo w e d  to  r in g  th e  62 c w t. ten o r, 
fro m  th e  A p c ie n t. S o c ie ty  o f  C o lle g e 'Y o u th s . I  a m  ap p e n d in g  a cop y 
o f  th e  re p o r t  o f  th e  first m e e tin g  h e ld  in  con n ection  w ith  th e  S t . 
P a u l’s C a th e d ra l b e ll schem e, w h ic h  a p p e a re d  in  ‘ C h u rc h  B e lls  ’ o f 
N o v e m b e r 6th , 1875. T h is  re p o r t  w ill p ro b a b ly  b e  o f in te r e s t  to  y o u r 
re a d e rs , 'e sp e c ia lly  as i t  re fe rs  to  r in g s  o f  b e lls  d escrib ed  a s  exce llen t, 
b u t  w h ich , d u rin g  th e  p a s t fe w  y e a rs , h a v e  b een  re p la c e d  b y  som e­
th in g  b e tte r— a t  lea st a c co rd in g  to  m ost r in g e rs ’ ju d g m e n t.

T h e  P a rso n a g e , C a r b is  B a y , C o rn w a ll. A . S . R O B E R T S .
A P P E A L  B Y  T H E  L O R D  M A Y O R .

O n T u e s d a y  a fte rn o o n  a m e e tin g  w a s h eld  a t  th e  M an sion  H ou se 
in in a u g u ra tio n  o f  a  fu n d  fo r  th e  fu rn ish in g  o f S t .  P a u l ’s C a th e d ra l 
w ith  a  r in g  o f  b ells  a n d  ch im es fo r  s tr ik in g  th e  q u a rte r-h o u rs . T h e 
L o r d  M a y o r  to o k  th e  ch a ir , a n d  w a s  su p p o rted  b y  th e  D e a n  o f S t. 
P a u l’s, th e  R e v . C a n o n  G re g o ry , S ir  E . B e c k e tt  D en ison , Q .C ., M r. 
P h ilip  C a zen o v e , D r . S ta in e r , M r. F . C . P en ro se , th e  R e v . J .  E rsk in e 
C la rk e , V ic a r  o f  B a tte r s e a , a n d  o th ers.

T h e  L o r d  M a y o r , in  o p e n in g  th e  p roceed in gs, re m a r k e d  th a t  i t  had 
a lw a y s  s tru c k  h im  as a cu rio u s  a n o m a ly  t h a t  w h ile  m a n y  o f th e  
la r g e r  C it y  ch u rch es, su ch  as  B o w  C h u rc h , C r ip p le g a te  C h u rc h , S t. 
B o to lp h ’s B ish o p sg a te , S t . S e p u lc h re ’s, S t .  B r id e ’s, an d  S t . D u n s ta n ’s, 
h ad  e x ce lle n t, r in g s  o f bells, th e  la r g e s t  C a th e d r a l in  th is  c o u n try —  
S t . P a u l ’s— h a d  b u t one b ell. H e  h a d  h e a rd  i t  s ta te d  t h a t  th e  c itize n s 
a n d  th o se  a t  w o rk  in  t h f  C it y  w o u ld  b e  d is tr a c te d  in  th e ir  o ccu pa tio n  
b y  t h t  so u n d  o f ch u rch  bells , b u t  h e  r e a lly  b e lie ve d  v e r y  fe w  p eop le  
w ere  o f t h a t  o p in io n . H e  h a d  b een  e sp e c ia lly  s tr u c k  w ith  th e  w a n t 
o f  a r in g  o f  b e lls  fo r  S t .  P a u l’ s w h en  re c e n tly  he esco rted  th e  fo re ig n  
an d  p ro v in c ia l m a y o rs  a n d  m a g is tr a te s  to  d iv in e  serv ice  in  th a t  C a th e ­
d ra l. / I n s t e a d  o f th e  b e a u tifu l ch im es an d  ca rillo n s  w h ic h  th e y  listen ed  
to  a b ro a d  w ith  so m u ch  in te r e s t, th e y  o n ly  h e a rd  one s o lita r y , d ism al 
b e ll. H e  tr u ste d  t h a t  th e  w e a lth y  c itiz e n s  o f Lon d on  w o u ld  ta k e  th is  
m a tte r  in to  th e ir  co n sid era tio n . T h e  steep les  w ere  re a d y  to  rece ive  
th e  b e lls , a n d  i t  o n ly  re q u ir e d  a c o m p a ra tiv e ly  sm a ll sum  o f  m on ey 
to  g iv e  S t .  P a u l ’s a r in g  o f  b e lls  a n d  ch im es w h ich  m a n y  p ro v in cia l 
a n d  e n te r p r is in g  to w n s h a d  r e a d ily  co n trib u te d  fo r  th e ir  ow n  p arish  
ch u rch es.

T h e  D e a n  o f  S t . P a u l ’s  sa id  th e  w a n t  o f  a r in g  o f  b ells  fo r  th e  
C a th e d ra l h a d  s tru c k  a lm o st e v e ry b o d y . S t .  P a u l ’s w a s  u n iq u e  in  its  
a r c h ite c tu r e ;  in  its  n a m e  i t  w a s u n iq u e  am o n g c a th e d r a ls ;  an d  u n ique 
also  in  th is , t h a t  th e re  w a s  no ch u rch  o f  its  ra n k  on th is  sid e o f th e  
A lp s  w h ic h  w a s  so d efic ien t in  b e lls . On -T h a n k sg iv in g  D a y  th e  C ity  
w a s  g a i ly  d eck ed , a y d  th e  C a th e d r a l w a s  fu ll w ith in  a n d  w ith o u t, 
b u t e x ce p tin g  th e  ch eers o f  th e  p op u la ce  th e re  w as 110 m u sic  t o  greet 
H e r  M a je s ty  o n  h er a p p ro a ch  to  th e  C a th e d ra l u n til she e n te r e d  th e  
w estern  door, w h en  th e  o rg a n  sp o k e  b o th  w ise ly  a n d  w e ll. T o  a ll 
in te n ts  a n d  p u rp o ses th e  fa b r ic  o f  S t .  P a u l ’s w as d u m b  on th a t  o cc a ­
sion. H e  th o u g h t  i t  w a s  th e ir  d u ty  to  b r in g  th e  m a t te r  b e fo re  the 
citize n s  o f  L o n d o n , e n d  he b e lieved  th e y  h ad  o n ly  to  m en tio n  I h eir 
need  to  h a v e  i t  su p p lied . S t . P a u l ’ s o n ly  desired  to  b e  p u t  u p on  an 
e q u a lity  w ith  W o rc e ste r  C a th e d ra l, w h ich  h ad  a sp len d id  n e w . r in g .

S T . P A U L ’ S  D E S T I T U T E  O F  B E L L S .
S ir  E . B e c k e t t  D en ison , Q .C . ( la te r  L o rd  G rim th o rp e ), in  m ovin g  

t h a t  i t  w a s  d e s ira b le  t h a t  a  r in g  o f  b e lls  sh ou ld  b e  su p p lied  to  S t. 
P a u l ’ s C a th e d r a l a n d , ill a d d itio n , a  se t o f  ch illies, co n ten d ed  th a t 
w h ile  so m a n y  o f th e  la r g e  to w n s o f  th e  k in gd o m  w e re  p ro v id in g —  
som e o f  th em  even  o u t o f th e  r a te s — b e a u tifu l r in g s  o f  b e lls  fo r  th e ir  
p a rish  ch u rch es, i t  w a s  h a r d ly  c r e d ita b le  to  th e  re s id e n ts  in  L on d on  
t h a t  S t . P a u l ’s  C a th e d r a l w a s  to  th is  m om en t a b s o lu te ly  d e stitu te * in  
t h a t  re sp e ct. H e .c ite d , as  in sta n ce s , B r a d fo rd , R o ch d a le , M a n ch ester, 
D o n c a ste r , E x e te r  a n d  W o rce ste r , d e scrib in g  th e  r in g  in  th e  la t t e r  
C a th e d ra l as  th e  fin est in  E n g la n d . H e  co m b a ted  th e  im p ression  th a t 
b e lls  fo r  ch u rch es cou ld  b e  fo u n d e d  b e t te r  ab ro a d  th a n  in  th is  co u n try .

M r. P . C a ze n o v e  secon ded th e  reso lu tio n  a n d  i t  w a s  c a rr ie d  u n a n i­
m o u sly . v

D r . S ta in e r , o rg a n is t o f  S t .  P a u l ’s,’ w h o  e n tered  in to  som e d eta ils , 
su g g e ste d  t h a t  th e y  sh ou ld  h a v e  first a good  E n g lish  r in g  o f  bells, 
w h ich  w o u ld  co st a b o u t £3,500 a n d  w ith  ch im in g  a p p a r a tu s  £500 
a d d it io n a l, a n d  n e x t, i f  m o n ey  w e re  fo rth c o m in g , t h a t  t h e y  could 
h a v e  a  r in g  o f  B e lg ia n  b e lls  w ith  ch im es, a t  a fu r th e r  co st o f  betw een  
£5,000 an d  £4,000 m ore. T h e  p ro je c ts , h ow ever, w e re  e n tir e lv  
s e p a r a te ;  a n d  fo r^ liim self h e  sh ou ld  b e  g la d , in  th e  firs t p la c e , to  g et 
th e  r in g s  w ith o u t th e  chim es.

T h e  R e v . J . E rsk in e  C la r k e  m oved  t h a t  D r. S t a in e r ’ s p rop o sal for 
a r in g  o f  b e lls  a n d  th e  a r ra n g e m e n ts  o f  chim es b e  g e n e r a lly  ap p roved  
an d  su g g e ste d  th a t  th e  r in g in g  so cie ties  o f  L o n d o n  —  th e  A n c ie n t 
S o c ie ty  o f C o lle g e  Y o u th s , th e  R o y a l C u m b erla n d s, th e  W a te rlo o  
S o c ie ty — sh ou ld  b e  in te r e s te d  in  th e  p ro p o sa l, a s  he h a d  g r e a t  fa ith  
in  th e  en th u sia sm  o f  r in g e rs , w h e th e r  r ic h  m en o r  p o o r m en. T h is  
w a s  secon ded b y  M r. P en ro se , s u rv e y o r  to  S t .  P a u l ’s C a th e d ra l, w ho 
s ta te d  th a t  th e  s te e p le s  a n d  b e lfr ie s  w ere, a d m ira b ly  su ite d  fo r  the 
proposed  p u rp o se ; a n d  i t  w a s  a d o p te d .

C a n o n  G r e g o r y  m oved  th a t  a c o m m itte e  b e  a t  once fo rm ed  "to 
p ro m o te  th e  w o rk  a n d  to  c o lle ct su b scrip tio n s, an d  th e  m e e tin g  closed 
w ith  a h e a r ty  v o te  o f  th a n k s  to  th e  L o rd  M a yor fo r  p resid in g .



574 T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D . November 28th, 1941.

G R A N D S IR E  C A T E R S .
THE DEVELOPM ENT OF COMPOSITION.

By E d g a r  C. S h e p h e r d .
*  ' (C o n tin u ed  fro m  p a g e  562.)

Thomas Sibson succeeded John Martin as composer 
and conductor to the Leicester Scholars.

He strove hard to produce short musi- 
1 , 133. cal touches, and tfie 1,133  given here is
-------  interesting because it shows the modern

23456789 - short;Course plan quite clearly com ing
--------------  into favour. Other touches given in his
23456978 1 .4.5 reveal mild efforts to use other
65324 8-2 positions besides the Tittums, but these 
52364 8-3 bits of work are quite^undistinguished. 
35264 9-3 So the 18th century drew to its close. 
23564 9-3 It was an interesting era, in which ex- 
53462 89 periment led to convention and conven- 
45362 9-3 tion to revolt. In literature, form and 
34362 9-3 style were predominant. Bach and Han- 
54263 89 del established the shape and style of the 
25463 9-3 Oratorio. Haydn completed the crea- 
42563 9-3 tion of symphonic form and gave the 

orchestra a life and importance of its 
Round as usual, own. In social life there was much wit 

and much artificiality, much loose living 
and much rigid conforming to convention. Towards the 
end of the century these things were giving way to new 
forces. The classical rigidity of Pope was broken by the 
romanticism of Blake, Wordsworth and Coleridge. The 
young Beethoven was looming up to take the symphonic 
form of Haydn and make it the vehicle for the expression 
of intense human emotion. The writings of Voltaire and 
Rousseau were heralding a return to a more primitive 
life; and the century ended with the dreadful volcanic up­
roar of the French Revolution.

In such an age large things and small followed the 
general trend, and change ringing was no exception 
Cater ringing was, as has been shown, almost entirely in 
the Tittums, and the conventional long-course plan was 
for the most part adhered to. The use of the Single was 
not merely prohibited | it was not mentioned or even con­
sidered in any way necessary. Annable’s views on Holt’s 
peals of Grandsire Triples show that the Single was re­
garded as a rather disreputable ally, and one to exploit 
only when peals could not be obtained without its aid. 
Its possibilities were known even as far back as the be­
ginning of the century, for ‘ Campanalogia Improved ’ 
(1702), when introducing Grandsire Caters, remarks: —  

‘ By making of bobs it will go to 181440, and then by 
making a Triple Change, it will double the Peal to 
362880. ’ Tlje ‘ Clavis,’ too, demonstrates to its own 
satisfaction the impossibility of bringing Triples and 
Cinques round at hand : ‘ If we could obtain a single 
change . . .  it would be full as easy to obtain -a triple 
or quintriple change . . . but the system of odd num­
bers is so inimical to the nature of the thigg, as renders 
it totally impossible.’ •

The theory of odd and even rows, therefore, was well 
understood; it was seen quite clearly what a Single could 
do;*and yet so remote was the thought of employing it 
that the * Clavis ’ suggests the augmentation of a per­
fectly good Tittum, 6,660 to 12 ,312 , by running the whole 
of the second half in the plain course position !

This ostracism tof what is now a perfectly legitimate 
call is not easy to understand. It may be that the old

prejudice of Annable’s day was as strong as ever; it may­
be that Treble Bob, about which there was so much ex­
citement at this time, needed no such call. The fact re­
mains that no composer would sell his soul to His 
Satanic Majesty the Single in return for an enrichment of 
his music.

Shipway, in his ‘ Art of Ringing,’ 1816 , was the first to 
champion the cause of the Single. His views are given 
quite clearly in Part 2 (page 3) :  ‘ Some ringers have 
thought that singles should not be used unless the object 
cannot otherwise be attained : blit I differ in opinion; as 
they not only afford a plea'Sant variety but also an oppor­
tunity of introducing a greater number of musical 
changes.’ In Part 3 (page 66) he explains the conven­
tional long-course plan and then adds: ‘ Thus, by means 
of the five bob bells, the peal may be extended to up­
wards of 6,000 changes; and with two singles, any true 
number may be doubled, if called the same after as before 
the first single, without any danger of its becoming false, 
except by the operation of the bobs, £fs before explained, 
which turning^the backstroke changes to the hand, should 
"be observed.’ ~ V 1

He demonstrates his point by the 
828. touch given here, which seems to be

-------  the earliest recorded touch in which
23456789 singles are used.
--------------  The argument ,is clinched by the
32456978 1 .4 .5S publication of a 5 , 147, a peal with four 
24356 78 singles.
432^6 78 Of this composition Shipwav re-
23456 78S marks : ‘ The first of the following peals 
34256 78 is round at hand on the foregoing plan 
42356 78 in which (whilst in the tittum position) 
Round by calling the 5th and 6th are the only bells'be- 

8 and 9  before, hind the 9th, being their extent in both 
courses. TEis is, probably, the first 
peal ever composed with only two 

bells behind the 9th, which alone sufficiently proves the 
utility of singles.’

Another departure from the old order is revealed in the 
peal hy Joseph Tebbs, of Leeds, published in Shipway.

Here a bell is fixed in froiU of the "jth for twelve courses 
at a time, a plafi impossible under the old long-course 
system. The short-course plan has here been definitely 
adopted, and the new sixth’s place bell is put into«-posi­
tion by an 89. This splendid peal contains sixty 89 ’s and 
sixty 978 ’s.

5 .°°3-
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
--------------  Thrice repeated, call-
42356978 1.4  ing the first course 8- 3 , 
34256 9-3 produces:—

'  23456 9-3 23564978

4 3 6 5 2  8 9  -----------------
63254 89 32564879 1.3.4

26354 9*3 52463 9s
32654 9-3 42365 98
62453 89 34265 8-3

46253 9*3 34265 8-3
24653 9-3 •
64352 89 Henry Cooper.
36452 9-3 

This peal composition, by Henry Cooper, «f Birming­
ham, is dated 1816 , and is very interesting. For the first 

(Continued on next page.)
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N O T I C E S .
TH E CH ARGE FO R  N O TICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading-is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of i / 6.

N O TICES must be received N OT LATER  THAN  
MONDAY.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f  ‘ T h e  R i n g i n g  W o r l d , ’  L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d ,  W o k i n g ,  S u r r e y .K. _______

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Leatherhead 
District.— A district meeting will be held at Leatherhead 
on Saturday, November 29th. Bells (8 , clapperless, 
tower) or handbells available after tea. Service 
4.30- Tea at the Duke’s Head 5 . 15 , followed by busi­
ness meeting. Everybody is welcome.— A. H. Smith, 
Hon. Sec.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Watford 
District.-r-Annual district meeting, Saturday, November 
29th, at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey. Handbells 
from 3 p.m. Tea and business meeting 5 p.m.— H. G. 
Cashmore, 24, Muriel Avenue, Watford.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON­
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— North and East District.—  
Meeting at St. Botolpli’s, Bishopsgate, on Saturday, 
Nov. 29th. Handbells in the Parish Room adjoining from 
3 p.m. Short service 4 p.m. Tea 4.30 p.-m. Bring your 
own sugar. Business and more handbell ringing.— T. J. 
Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Western 
District.— A meeting will be held at the Woodbarners 
Cafe; Ap-Jey End, on Saturday, November 29th, at 4 
p.m. Handbells will be available. I shall try to arrange 
for tea to be available.— W . Ayre. . ^

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, December 
6th, at the Bell Foundry, Whitechapel Road, E .l, at
3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec.,- 1, Eversfield Road, 
Reigate.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Tonbridge Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Tunbridge Wells on 
Saturday, December 6th, when the accounts and balance 
sheet for 1941 will be presented. Service at St. Peter’s at
4 p.m. Tea (free) at 4.45 in the Parish Room. All those 
requiring tea must let Mr. E.'J. Ludd, 4, William Street, 
Tunbridge Wells, know not later than Wednesday, De-

G R .A N D S IR E  C A T E R S
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p re v io u s  p a g e .) 

time a composer incorporates a block of changes in the 
Handstroke Home position.

Both Tebbs’ peal and Cooper’s peaLwill strike the ob­
server by- reason o f  the modernity of the plans. Away 
back in the 1890’s, Mr. J. A. Trollope, in an article on 
‘ Variation,’ drew attention to the debt owing to the early 
composers, and pointed out how little fresh material has 
been provided in the standard methods. The plans of the 
pioneers have been taken, used, and adapted, and credit 
has not always been given to the giants of old for all 
their weary labours. A study o f old compositions reveals 
in startling fashion how much these old stahfarts knew, 
and how up to date they were in so much of their work. 
It is right that their knowledge should be put to good use 
in the light of modern ideas, but the debt should be freelv 
acknowledged.

(T o  ke continued.)

cember 3rd. Eight silent bells will be available. There 
are a few more subscriptions owing, which the hon. dis­
trict secretary would be glad to receive before the meet­
ing.— T. Saunders, Hon. Dis. Sec., Peckham Bush, Pad­
dock Wood.

O XFO R D  DIOCESAN G U IL D .— North Bucks 
Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Stony Strat­
ford on Saturday, December 6th. Handbells 3 p.m. Ser­
vice 3.30. Those requiring tea please notify me by De­
cember 1st. All welcome.— R. H. Howson, Hon. Sec., 
19, Greenfield Road, Newport Pagnell, Bletchley.

BATH AND W ELLS DIOCESAN. ASSOCIATION. 
— Chew Deanery Branch.— The annual meeting will be 
held at Long Ashton on Saturday, December 6th. Bells 
(with silent apparatus) available 3 o’clock. Divine service
4.30. Tea at 5 o ’clock for those who notify me by W ed­
nesday, December 3rd. Business meeting to follow.— 
Percy G. Yeo, Hon. Local Sec.' Long Ashton.

DUDLEY AND DISTRICT GUILD.— The next meet­
ing will be held at Sedgley on Saturday, December 6th. 
Bells available for ‘ silent ’ practice 3 p.m. Service 4.15. 
Business meeting after.— J. Goodman, Hon., Sec., 45, 
Holcroft Street, Burnt Tree, Tipton.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— The 
annual meeting will be held at Stoke-on-Trent on Satur­
day, December 13th, at 3 p.m. Tea at 5.30. Will those 
requiring tea kindly notify Mr. S.. Churton, 1, Birks 
Street, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs, not »later than December 
9tJ). All members and ringers welcome.— Andrew 
Thompson, 63, Whitehouse Road, Cross Heath, New­
castle, Staffs.

G L O U C E S T E R  & B R IS T O L  D IO C E S A N  ASSO­
C IA T IO N .— Bristol City Branch.— The annual meeting 
of the Branch will be held on Saturday; December 13th, at 
the Haymarket Hotel (opposite St. James’). The business 
will include the election of officers for the ensuing year, 
presentation of annual accounts and ‘ Shall the Branch 
continue to hold its monthly meetings ? ’ Handbells 
available from 3 p.m. Tea and meeting to follow.— A. M. 
Tyler, Branch Hon. Sec.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.— The address of Mr. J. E. 
Lewis Cockey, hon. secretary of the South and West 
District of the Middlesex Association, is now Listoke, 1, 
Edgehill Road, Ealing, W .13.

F O R  S A L E .
‘ RINGING W O R L D S ,’ unbound, 1915-1941.— Offers

to Mrs. D. M. Drivfer, 60, Coleman Road, Belvedere, 
Kent.
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The Central Council Publications
TO  BE O B T A IN E D  P O ST  FREE  

fr o m  th e
R ev. E. 8 .  P O W E L L , S ta v e r to n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n try

■. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS— Section II. (Plain Bob and

D o u b le  O x fo rd  B o b ) ...............................................  '.............................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS— Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collection!
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..............................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH 3.P.A.B...........................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS .......... ........................................................................  1 i  
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples .......... 3

C a m b rid g e  S u rp rise  M a jo r  ..................... 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court* 3
Bristol Surprise Major ........................ 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .....................................  1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Bdition) ... ... ........................................................................  2 O

T h e  Jasper S now don Series
REVISED PRICES.

'ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; ISO pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.: second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

' STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to II bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; seoond edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
• SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. 0 . D. P. 

D av ies, M.A., F  R.A.S. Contains a  tabulated lis t  of p eals , 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on »eoeipt of postal order, from 
m i s s  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N  
W o o d la n d s , N ew b y  B r id g e , UI v e r s t  o n , L a n cs

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLFS AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6£d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7id. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 / 9  
(i copies for 1 5  /-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper oovers, 64pp., 

- 1 / 2  (6 oopiea for 6 / - ) .
O btainable only p o st free  fro m  Rev. E. S. POWELL. 

I ta v s r t o n  V loaraSe, near Daventry.

'THE WORLD'S BEST BELLR0PE8’
NOTED Ft)R EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHIN6
Eat. 1 8 2 0  Tel. * 4 0 0

- JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O fa s r  yo u r Bell Ropee n ow . b e fo re  p rices in o fe s s e , 
p r e -w a r  q u ality , and send us yo u r old  Bell R opes  

fo r  rep airs wtiil'st n o t in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M A T S  AN D  BELL M U FFLE R S
^  II i m m  1 ^ 1 1 ^  trnmumt n —  i s i  m \

S u ita b le  fo r  P re s e n ta tio n  o r  
W e d d in g  G if t

Correctly Modelled BELL IKKSTAND (&  In Solid Silver

Diameter 2iin 3Jin, Stin. 3tin, 4ln. 4Jin. 6to. Win 
Prioe 1 8 /e  22 IB 28(e  3 8 /8  4 * i -  8 2 /8  8 7 /8  7 8  8

The Mn. size is also nlade to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and optician

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SMITH of DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding S t. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

John Sm ith  & S on s, Midland C lock W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

Head Office and W o rk s, Queen S t., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 4 5 5 6 9  Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates anti Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the W oodb ridge Press, Ltd., Guild- #
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams

Buildings, London, E.C.4.



GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON Ltd-
CROYDON

Founders of the 
H EA V IES T BELLS

Cast in England 

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE.

in
C A N A D A  

S. A F R I C A  
N E W  Z E A L A N D

Telephone 
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

>■ »  i“ ‘  vear ® TE D M A N - 
doing honour to th Slnce t l̂e r>nging' Exercise united in 
storing the to\ver e memory of Fabian Stedman by re­
bridge, with which l 136118 of St- Benets Church, Cam- 
days when he was was so closely associated in the 
development of cha play*n& a leading part in. the early 
to have been born ■n '̂e r*n&*nlj- Stedman was reputed 
marked his great o and until 1931 no memorial
lived through the ° nt-*‘bution to the art. His'name had 
the method of Whi^,(' n.tur'es because of its application to 
there was nothing- u- Was the author, but beyond that 
the early founders "  f * 1 s*n&led him out above other of 
to-day.’ change ringing as we know it

In 1931 the bells 
bridge were hanp-in which Stedman rang at Cam- 
which was there ev^  1,riore or êss derelict*in the frame 
tower was cracked th ore Stedman’s days; the Saxon 

' generally the condit' rou&̂ * shrinkage of the subsoil, and 
neglect. The idea, 'th1 re*at*n£  to the bells was one of 
be marked by a c at Stedman’s tercentenary should 
bells was seized ud0 -te restoration of the tower and 
only of the British rn)w*t:h enthusiasm, and ringers, not 
lands, readily joined *>ut also t*lose living in distant 
the w w k. Never b f'n Pr0v^ in& the funds to carry out 
universally and So n ° re ^ad the Exercise subscribed so 
this scheme. erally to any project as it did to

Ten eventful years 1 
the memorial. R es 13ve Passed since the setting up of 
certain new facts ah rc have led to the discovery of 
is that he was not the°Ut ^tedman- The m°st significant 
‘ Tintinnalogia,’ the fiautllor> as was so long supposed, of 
Buffhe sponsored-its rSt ^nown book on change ringing, 
ket,’ and in that \vav Pub,,cation and ‘ put it on the mar- 
Oxford University Work of Richard Duckworth, an
ringers of that day 3{lv,was brought to the tiotice of the 
print without Stedma , ether !t would have appeared in 
Stedman, ^th^u^.], j1°  s .help *t is idle to speculate, but 
was responsible f0r ; e dld not actually write the book, 
placed the ringers 0f S,u Ppearance> and that aloqe he 

His contribution t Period in his debt, 
further than that. Xe tlle art’ however, went much 
logia,’ which incorporat ;jCars 'ater he wrofe ‘ Campano- 
during the interval anri • *^e advances in methods made 
his name appeared f0r fi!n which the method which bears 
ing back over the ee ^rst time’ 11  is curious> look- 
come and gone since neLat‘ons composers who have 
tinguished by the auth >n’ that no other method dis* 
acid test of practice °j S. name has really survived the 
lived because of ;ts * 11 >s not chance. ’ Stedman has

(Conu^ ,1 and’ as an odd-bell method, 
mued on page 578.)
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WM. POTTS ft SONS LTD.
(ESTABLISH ED. 1833). ;

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most Important Clocks 

In the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  RESTO RED .!

‘THE GUILDFORD GLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k fie ld  T e r ra c e , B u rle y , Leeds.?

A nd a t  9 ,  A delphl C h a m b e r s , S h a k e sp e a r e  St.', 
/  N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 ,  C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h effield .

TH E R IN G E R ’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud lor Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved 

—as Illustration, 
oct. H ALL MARKED GOLD . .  45/- 
HALL MARKED SILVER . .  7/6 
G ILT OR W H ITE M ETAL . .  4/- 
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, { = “ '
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of  the Art  
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in

■ METHOD SPLICIN G ,’ price 1/3 (post free) 

from • The Ringing; World ' Office, 

LOW ER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer, *
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERM ONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

will retain its popularity as long as ringing lasts. It was, 
of course, only as a five-bell method that it was practised 
in Stedman’s time, and it is a coincidence that the first 
two peals of Triples, both in Norwich, were rung jusf one 
hundred years after his birth— in 1731. The 210th anni­
versary of the second of the peals is on this very day. 
It was rung at St. Michael Coslany on December 5th, the 
first having been rung, and hotly disputed, at St. Peter 
Mancroft five weeks before. There is no definite proof 
that either of these were true, although there is little 
likelihood that they were, and th% first peal of Stedman 
Triples known to be true was rung by the College Youths 
on December 4th, 1803. Long before that date, however, 
the method had been extended to nine and eleven bells, 
and peals of Caters and Cinques had been rung.

There is a certain amount of speculation as to Sted- 
man’s association with ringing after his term of office as 
Master of the College Youths in 1682. One can hardly 
imagine that it was the end of his ringing career, but as 
far as research has gone his name does not appear again 
in connection with the art. But Stedman left his mark 
upon ringing as few other men have done. What would 
we not give in these days for some personal details about 
him? What manner of man was he? W e can all con­
jure up visions to fit our own conjectures, but that is as 
far as we can go. Stedman, however, remains a_very in­
timate figure in ringing, picture him how we will, and 
now at the moment of so many anniversaries of the man 
and his method, it is Well to recall something of what is 
owed to him by the thousands to whom tfiis method has 
given so much pleasure to ring.

H A N D B E L L  P E A L S .
G R E A T  B A D D O W , E S S E X .

T H E  E SS E X  A SS O C IA T IO N .
On Wednesday, November 19, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-Six Minutes, 

A t  3, B e l l  S t r e e t ,
A P E A L  O F  B O B  M A J O R , 50St C H A N G E S '

• H i r z b l l  E d w a r d s  .............  1-2 I A r t h u r  H . E v e r e t t .............. 5-6
•A r n o l d  B r u n to n  .............. 3-4 | G e o r g e  G r e e n  .......................  y-8

C o m p o s e d  b y  J. R .  P r it c h a r d . C o n d u cte d  b y  A . H . E v e r e t t .
*  F ir s t  p e a l on  lia n d b e lls .

E N F I E L D , M I D D L E S E X .
T H E  M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A SS O C IA T IO N  A N D  L O N D O N  

D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .
On Sunday, November 23, 1941, in Two Hours and Forty Minutes,

A t  24, S u f f o l k  R o a d .
A P E A L  O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  B O B  M A J O R ,  5120 C H A N C E S ;

M r s . J . T h o u  a s ........................ 1-2 I I sa ac  J. A t t w a t b r  ..............  5-6
Joh n  T h o m a s  ....................... 3-4 | ‘ F r e d e r ic k  G . S y m o n s  . . .  7-8

C o m p o se d  b y  J. R e e v e s .. C on d u cted  b y  John  T h o m a s .
*  F ir s t  p e a l o f  T re b le  B o b  ‘  in  h a n d .’ T h e  50th p eal ru n g  to g e th e r  

b y  M r. an d  M rs. J . T h o m a s.

V _ "  O X F O R D .
T H E  O X F O R D  U N IV E R S IT Y  SO C IE T Y .

On Saturday, November 29, 1941, in One Hour and Fifty-Seven Minutes. 
A t  N e w  C o l l b g b ,

A  P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  B040 C H A N G E S ;
B e in g  one e x te n t  each  o f  R e v e rs e  a n d  D o u b le  B o b , a n d  five o f  P la in  
B o b . T e n o r  s ize  15  in  C.
’ E le a n o r  J. M cN a ir  I W il l ia m  L . B . L e e sb

(S om erv ille ) .......................  1-2 | (S t. J o h n ’ s i .......................  3-4
J o h n  E . S p ic e  (N e w  C o lle g e )  5 -6  '  -• 

C o n d u cte d  b y  Jo h n  E . S p ic e .
*  F ir s t  p e a l o f  M in o r. T h is  is  th e  first h a n d b e ll p e a l o f  M in o r and  

th e  first p e a l in  m ore th a n  on e m eth o d  fo r  th e  s o c ie ty ;  a l l  th e  band 
are  R esident, ju n io r  m em b ers o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity . A lso  th e  first u n iv e r­
s ity  p e a l in  w n ich  a  la d y  lia s  ta k e n  p a r t .
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P R E S T O N , L A N C S .
T H E  L A N C A S H I R E  A S S O C IA T I O N ,

O h Saturday, Novem ber 29, 1941 , in Tw o H ours and Ten Minutes, ~  
In  t h e  B e l f r y  o f  t h e  P a r i s h  C h u r c h ,

A PEAL OF SPLICED TREBLE BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANCES; 
B e in g  seven  e x te n ts  in  seven  m eth o d s, v iz . : (1) D u k e  o f  N o rfo lk  an d  
C o lle g e  E x erc ise  [T reb le  B o b ; (2) C o lle g e  E x e rc ise  a n d  N o r b u r y  T r e b le  
B o b ; (3) S a n d a l, L o n d o n  S e n d e r s ’ P le a s u re , K in g s to n  an d  O x fo rd  
T re b le  B o b ;  (4) S a n d a l an d  O x fo rd  T re b le  B o b ;  (5) L on d on  S c h o la rs ’ 
P le a s u re  a n d  K in g s to n  T r e b le  B o b ;  (6) K in g s to n  a n d  O x fo rd  T r e b le  

B o b ;  (7) L o n d o n  S c h o la rs ’ P le a s u r e  and_ O x fo rd  T r e b le  B o b .

E d w a r d  C o w p e r t h w a i t b  .. . 1 - 2  | C . K e n n e t h  L e w i s  .............. 3-4
C y r i l  C r o s s t h w a i t e .............. 3-6

C o n d u c te d  b y  C .  K .  L e w i s .
T h e r e  w e re  44 ch a n g e s  o f  m eth o d . F ir s t  p e a l o f S p lic e d  T r e b le  B o b  

M in o r b y  th e  asso ciation . F ir s t  p e a l o f  S p lic e d  T r e b le  B o b  M in o r b y  
a l l th e  b a n d  ‘  in  h a n d .’ R u n g  a f t e r  m e e tin g  sh o r t  fo r  M a jo r . 

B I R M IN G H A M .
T H E  S T . M A R T I N 'S  G U I L D  F O R  T H E  D IO C E S E  O F  

B I R M IN G H A M .

On Saturday, Novem ber 29 , 1941, in Tw o H ours and T h irty -F ou r Minutes, 
A t  T h e  T a m w o r t h  A r m s , M oor  S t r r b t , C i t y ,

A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  C A T E R S ,  5017 C H A N G E 8 |
T e n o r  size  19  in  A .

F r a n k  E . P e r v i n ........................ 1-2  I A l b e r t  W a l k e r ........................  5.6
F r a n k  W . P k r r b n s  .............. 3-4 | G e o r g e  F . S w a n n  .............. 7-8

‘ G e o r g e  E . F b a r n  ..............9 1 0
C o m p o s e d  b y  G a b r i b l  L in d o f f . C o n d u c te d  b y  A l b e r t  W a l k e r .

R e f e r e e — B e r n a r d  C .  A s h fo r d .
*  F ir s t  p e a l o f  S te d m a n  on  h a n d b ells . R u n g  in  h o n o u r o f M r. 

J a m e s  G eoFge’s 88t h  b ir th d a y . T h e  b a n d  th a n k  h im  fo r  h is  k in d  
h o sp ita lity  a f t e r  th e  p e a l, w h ic h  sh ou ld  h a v e  b een  S te d m a n  C in q u es, 
b u t th e y  m e t on e sh o rt.

A Y L S H A M , N O R F O L K .
T H E  N O R W IC H  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T I O N .

On Sunday, N ovem ber 3 0 , 1941, in Tw o H ours and S ix  Minutes,
A t  4, F a ir l b ig h  T e r r a c b ,

A P E A L  O F  B O B  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
B e in g  seven  d iffe re n t e x te n ts .

J a c k  N .  A .  P d m p h r b y  . . .  1-2 | A l b e r t  R o c g h t ........................  3-4
W a l t e r  C .  M b d l e r .............. 5-6

C o n d u c te d  b y  W a l t e r  C .  M e d l e r .
E N F I E L D , M I D D L E S E X .

T H E  M I D D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T I O N  A N D  L O N D O N  
D I O C E S A N  G U I L D .

On Sunday, November 30 , 1941, in Tw o H ours and T hirty Minutes,
A t  24, S u f f o l k  R o a d , ■>

A  P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  T R I P L E S ,  SOW C H A N Q E 81 
H o l t ’ s O r ig in a l .

M r s .  J . T h o m a s  ........................ 1-2 I I s a a c  J. A t t w a t b r  ............ .. 5-6
J o h n  T h o m a s  ........................  3-4 I ‘ H a r o l d  H o w s o n  ..............  7-8

C o n d u c te d  b j  J o h n  T h o m a s .
*  F ir s t  p e a l o f  T rip le s .

C E L E B R A T IN G  F A T H E R 'S  B IR T H D A Y .
T h e  th re e  sm all sons o f M r. D a v id  V in c e n t, o f  H a le , C h esh ire , s to le  

a  m a rc h  o n  th e ir  fa th e r , a n d  w h ile  h e  w a s  a w a y  a t  bu sin ess e v e ry  
d a y  ta u g h t  th em selves to  r in g  ch a n g es  on h a n d b ells . T h e v  also  in ­
d u ce d  th e ir  m o th er to  jo in  in , a n d  w h en  th e y  ‘ b ro k e  th e  n e w s  ’  to  
fa t h e r  a  fe w  m on th s a g o  th e y  w ere  a b le  to  r in g  co u rse s  o f  B o b  M a jo r .

I t  h a s  n o t, h o w ev er, b e e n -q u ite  so e a s y  to  k e e p  th e m  g o in g , school 
h o m ew ork  a n d  o th e r  d iv ers io n s  m a k in g  i t  d ifficu lt to  c a tc h  th e m  all 
in  th e  r ig h t  m ood a t  th e  sam e tim e . B u t  th e  b o y s  c e le b ra te d  fa t h e r ’s 
b ir th d a y  on N o ve m b e r 2 1st, w h en  th e  fo llo w in g  w e re  r u n g

A  co u rse  o f B o b  M a jo r  : P . D a v id  1-2, G ordon  G . 3-4, J o h n  J . 5-6, 
M rs. V in c e n t 7-8; a cou rse  o f  G ra h d s ire  C a te r s :  P . D . 1-2, G . G . 3-4t 
J . J .  5-6, fa t h e r  7-8, M rs. V in c e n t 9-10; 108 B o b  M a jo r :  P . D . 1-2, 
G . G . 3-4, fa t h e r  (con d u ctor) 5 -6 : 240 B o b  ty a jo r  : F a t h e r  (con ductor) 
1-2, G . G . 3-4, J .  J .  5-6, M rs. V in c e n t  7-8. P .  D a v id  is  a g e d  8 y e a rs
6 m on th s, J o h n  J . 1 1  y e a rs  10 m on th s, a n d  G o rd on  G . 14 y e a r s
3 m on th s.

W e  sh a ll lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  h e a r in g  o f  a p e a l a t t e m p t  b e fo re  lo n g.

-----------— --------------- * --------------------------------------------- :--------------- -------------------------—--------------------------------- ---------- -— -----------------

M E M O R I E S  O F  W E L L S .
SOME PEALS RECALLED.

\ To th e E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— I  e n jo y e d  r e a d in g  y o u r  a r t ic le  o n  th e  p e a l a t  W e lls  

C a th e d r a l 50 y e a r s  a g o , also  t h e  le t te r s  y o u  h a v e  p u b lish ed . T h e y  
b r o u g h t b a ck  to "me a lo t o f  p le a s a n t m em o ries  o f th e  tim e  I  res id ed  
th ere . T h a t  w a s  a  sp len d id  p h o to  o f th e  w e st fr o n t ;  th e  p h o to g ra p h e r , 
w h o e v e r it  w a s, m a d e  a  go o d  p ic tu re  o f  i t , sh o w in g  u p  t h e  to w e r 
w h ere in  I  co n sid er is* th e  fin est , a n d  h e a v ie s t p e a l o f  te n  in  E n g la n d .

In  1913 th e  la te  M r. C . F . W in n e y  sp e n t C h ris tm a s  w ith  m e, a n d  I 
w e ll re m e m b e r w e  o n ly  h a d  six  fo r  e a r ly  r in g in g . I  r a n g  th e  te n o r  o f  
th e  b a ck  s ix  a n d  c a lle d  tw o  six-scores o f G ra n d sire  D o u b les . T h a t  
w a s  W in n e y ’s in tro d u c tio n  to  W e lls  bells.

T h e y  w ere  n o t a lw a y s  "hung as  th e y  a r e  now . T h e  te n o r  w a s  on  th e  
le f t  ju s t  in s id e  th e  r in g in g  ch a m b e r door. T h e  u s u a l te n o r  m an  w a s  a 
p o w e rfu l m a n , a  b la c k sm ith , b y  n a m e  S te v e  S la d e . H e  u su a lly  h a d  
th re e  to  h e lp  h im . I t  is  sa id  t h a t  a h o llow  p la c e  w a s  c u t  o u t  o f  th e  
w a ll  b eh in d  th e  b o x  to  g iv e  h im  ro o m  to  b en d . I t  m a y  b e  tru e , th e  
h o llo w  p la c e  is  s till th e re .

I  ca n  re m e m b e r w h en  th e  b e lls  w e re  b e in g  re h u n g , a n d  se e in g  th e m  
h a u le d  a ro u n d  th e  c i ty  o n  lo rrie s  b e fo re  b e in g  ta k e n  u p  in to  th e  
to w e r . A  p h o to g ra p h  o f th e  b e lls  o n  th e  lo rries, a n d  o f  tn e  r in g e rs , 
t a k e n  a t  th e  w e st fr o n t  d o o r a ft e r  th e  p rocession , is  s til l h u n g  in  th e  
p ra c tic e  'room .

I  b e g a n  to  b e  in te r e s te d  ifl r in g in g  a b o u t th e  t im e  th e  f ir s t  p e a l 
w a s  ru n g  o n  th e m . A  p in t  b o tt le  o f o il w ith  th e  co rk s  c u t  to  allo w  
th e  o il to  d rop  on  th e  b e a r in g s  w a s  h u n g  oti ea ch  s id e  o f  th e  ten o r. 
I t  w a s  a l l  go n e  b y  th e  tim e  th e  p e a l w a s  fin ish ed . W a sh b ro o k  w a s  
a fte r w a r d s  e n g a g e d  as  in stru c to r . H e  u sed  to  ta k e  th e  stu d e n ts  a t  
th e  T h e o lo g ic a l C o lle g e  in  th e  a fte rn o o n  a n d  th e  lo cal r in g e rs  in  th e  
even in g, a n d  t h a t  w a s  h ow  c h a n g e  r in g in g  w a s  in tro d u c e d  in to  W ell? .

Som e tim e  la te r  W a sh b ro o k  ca m e to  W e lls  a n d  r a n g  a  p e a l o f  D o u b le  
N o rw ic h  M a jo r  a t  S t . C u th b e r t ’ s. D u rin g  his s t a y  som e o f  th e  lo c a l 
r in g e rs  g o t  th e ir  first p e a l o f G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s , a f t e r  w h ich  th e y  
w ere  in v ite d  to  ju p p e r  a t  h is  h ou se b y  o u r le a d e r,' th e  R e v . A . C ood e, 
a n d  w e  h ad  th e  p le a su re  o f  se e in g  W a sh b ro o k  t a p  off som e c h a n g e  
r in g in g  on  th e  p ian o . H e  g a v e  u s som e T r ip le s  a n d  C a te rs , an d  
fin ish ed  w ith  a to u c h  o f D o u b le  N o rw ich .

A s  to  th e  n u m b er o f p e a ls  ru n g  on th e  b e lls , th e re  h a v e  n o t b een  
a lo t I e x p e c t I  h ave  ru n g  more, th a n  an yo n e  e lse . I  h a v e  h ad  th e  
p le a su re  o f  ta k in g  p a r t  in  seven , s ix  o f C a te rs  a n d  o n e  o f  T r ip le s  ru n g  
on  th e  b a c k  e ig h t  in  3 h ou rs 28 m in u tes, c o n d u c te d  b y  m y se lf. T h e  
p e a ls  o f  C a te rs  w e re  co n d u cted  b y  su ch  w ell-k n o w n  r in g e rs  as  A . 
W a lk e r  (B irm in g h a m ), W . C a v e  a n d  J .  B u r fo r d  (B r is to l) , F . E . D a w e  
(L on d on ), a n d  J . T . D y k e  (C h ilco m p to n ).

O n e in c id e n t s ta n d s  o u t c le a r ly  in  m y  m em o ry  a f t e r  a p e a l o f  G ra n d ­
sire  C a te rs  on M a y  8th , 1920. I t  w a s  a sp len d id  p e a l fro m  s t a r t  to  
fin ish . T h re e  o f  u s lo c a ls  w e r e  in  it . I  h a d  a r r a n g e d  i t  to  com ­
m e m o ra te  th e  ju b ile e  a s  B ish o p  o f  th e  R ig h t R e v . W . H . S t ir lin g , D .D .

J u s t b e fo re  s ta r t in g  M r. C a v e  to ld  m e t h a t  M r. J .  C a r te r  h a d  co m ­
p osed  th e  p e a l sp e c ia lly  / o r  W e lls  C a th e d ra l b e lls . I t  is  a  v e r y  m u sica l 
com p osition  o f  5,039 ch a n g e s. A f t e r  th e  p e a l tw o  o f  u s  m issed  th e  
re s t  w ith  th e  r e s u lt  t h a t  w e  w e n t t o  on e p la c e , th e  r e s t  to  a n o th e r. 
A s we. w e n t in to  th e  room  a  g e n tle m a n  w a s ta lk in g  a n d  th is  w a s 
w h a t  h e  sa id , ‘ I  w a s  m o to r in g  in to  W e lls  fro m  B r is to l. *O n  re a c h in g  
th e  to p  o f  th a  M e n d ip s le a d in g  dow n  in to  W e lls  I  h e a rd  y o u r  b ells . 
I t  w a s  a  lo v e ly  e v e n in g  so I  sto p p ed  th e  c a r  a n d  lis te n e d  to  th e m  
u n ti l th e y  sto p p ed , w h ic h  w a s  ju s t  o ver a n  h o u r. I  k n o w  n o th in g  
a b o u t b e lls  or b e llr in g in g , b u t  I  h a v e  n e v e r  lis te n e d  t o  a n y th in g  so 
b e a u tifu l b e fo re . H a d  th e  r in g in g  co n tin u ed  I  sh ou ld  h a v e  s till  
s ta y e d  a n d  lis te n e d .’

H e  m u st h a v e  h e a rd  th e  la s t  p a r t  o f th e  p e a l. W e  th a n k e d  him  
fo r  h is  k in d  re m a rk s, h a d  a  ‘ cu p  o f  te a  ’ w ith  h im  a n d  le f t .

34, U n io n  S t r e e t ,  S to u r b r id g e , W o rcs . W .  F A R L E Y

W E S T  H A M  T E N O R .
T o th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— I  h a v e  seen p e a l re p o r ts  g iv in g  th e  W e s t H a m  te n o r as 
26 c w t., b u t  I  h a v e  b een  in fo rm ed  on  one occasion , I  b e lie ve  -by th e  
la te  W illia m  P y e , t h a t  w h en  th e  15,120 B o b  M a jo r  w a s  ru n g  in  1737 
th e  te n o r  w a s  n o t th e  p re se n t one, b u t  m u ch  lig h te r . I s  th is  co rre ct ?

W it h  r e fe re n c e  to  th e  la te  M r. D r iv e r  r in g in g  th e  te n o r a t  L e y to n - 
ston e, i f  m y  m em o ry  se rv e s  m e, h e  ra n g  th e  tr e b le  to  a cou rse  o f 
D o u b les  w ith  ‘  M in o rm a n ia  ’ s ta n d in g  b eh in d  h im . A . P R I O R .

12, W a llw o o d  R o a d , L e y to n sto n e .
[T h e  o r ig in a l te n o r  b y  S a m u e l K n ig h t  a t  W e s t H a m  w as re c a s t b y  

M ea rs, b u t th e  w e ig h t  w a s  a p p ro x im a te ly  th e  sam e. I t  is  u su a lly  
g iv e n  as  28 cw t.— E d ito r , ‘  T h e  R in g in g  W o r ld .’]

TOW ER CLOCKS j. 5 . JOYCE & CO. LTD.
Weight Driven or Electric, by the 
W O R L D ’S O L D E ST  M A K E R S  
ESTABLISHED OVER 300 YEARS 
Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

W H I T C H U R C H , S A LO P .

Ve have experts visiting all parts of the British Iiien, and shall be pleased 
to carry oat restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tower Clock
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‘ C L A V I S  C A M P A N O L O G I A .’
A KEY TO TH E ART OF RINGING.

The Exercise owes mugh to the men who have written 
about the art of ringing. From the publication of the 
‘ Tintinnalogia ’ in 1668 down to the time of Jasper Snow­
don and the work of men still living, there has been a 
steady succession of books which have preserved and 
spread a wide knowledge of change ringing throughout 
the belfries of the country. In quality as well as in style 
these books differ considerably; same are far more valu­
able than others, but among those which have proved 
most useful and which have had the greatest influence, a 
very high place must be given to the “• Clavis.’

■ Clavis Campanalogia, or a Key to the i\rt of Ring­
ing,’ was published in the year 1788. It was written dur­
ing the eventful years when men’s rivalries and the clash 
of personal ambition had largely regrouped the leading 
London companies, and had led to the dissolution first of 
the Society of London Youths, and then'of the ‘ ancient ’ 
Society of College Youths; and it appeared almost exactly 
at the time when the division of the London Exercise be­
tween the two societies of Cumberland and College 
Youths, with one or two lesser and subsidiary companies, 
had been stabilised in the form it was to keep for over a 
century.

Towards these changes the book itself was an im-- 
portant, if indirect, contributory cause. William Jones, 
the chief author, had been more active than perhaps any 
other man in the formation of bands got together from 
different sources with the consequent frequent migrations 
of leading ringers from one company to another, and we 
can hardly doubt that his activity was largely in the hope 
of promoting the interests of the book. The famous 
visit to Norwich in 1785 had its inception in the idea of 
gaining new material and new support and subscribers to 
the venture; the visit led directly to the practice of Sted­
man in the metropolis; and the practice of Stedman led 
directly to the dissolution of the ancient Society.of College 
Youths. The rivalries and q’uarrels of the two other 
authors of the book— John Reeves and Thomas Blake- 
more— \fere the immediate cause of that dissolution.

William Jones at the time held a prominent and, to a 
large extent, unique position in the London Exercise. 
He was a man of some standing and education, but, un­
fortunately, apart from his ringing career and his book, 
nothing is known of him. He probably lived at Kensing­
ton o p  in one of the villages in the neighbourhood, and it 
is not unlikely that the opening of the new ring of eight 
at St. Mary Abbot’s first brought him into contact with 
ringing; for though a William Jones was elected a mem­
ber of the Cumberland Youths in the year 1754 and again 

» in 1767, it is unlikely that it was the same person. A 
man of the name lived in Newgate Street and was a ringer 
though apparently he took part in no peals. He may 
have been a relative.

The first notice we have of William Jones is when he 
set himself to awaken the ancient Society of College 
Youths into renewed activity. Since the schism.in 1756 
it had led a more or less quiet and uneventful life. It 
held its meetings and its annual feast with dignity, and 
it numbered good ringers among its members; but they 
had few amibitions as peal ringers, though in 1771 they 
accomplished the first peal of Real Double Bob Maximus, 
the composition of which seems to have been false.

Jones joined them in 1775 with some other enthusiastic 
young men, and in the next year the society was recon-

1 structed. A new peal book and a name book were pro­
cured and a new and revised set of rules drawn up. A 
finely printed copy of these rules is extant and now in the 
British Museum.

During the years 1775 and 1776 seven peals were rung, 
three of them at Mortlake, two at Kensington, and one 
each at Bermondsey and St. Sepulchre’s, Snow Hill. 
Jones rang in four and called two. Then apparently there 
happened one of those quarrels which were so frequent in 
the old societies, and the band -broke up. Jones left the 
College Youths.

At that time there was another band in the eastern part 
of the town which was active in peal ringing. It con­
tained several first-class ringers whose names figure 
prominently in the records of the time, among them being 
Christopher Wells, George Scarsbrook and John Reeves; 
and it was to them that William Jones now turned. Per­
haps it was through his influence that they were able to 
move their headquarters to St. Bride’s, Fleet Street, al­
though the belfry was already the practice place of the 
1 junior ’ SocietyApf College Youths. William Jones was 
young and energetic, he liked to be the leading man 
among his fellows, and in addition he had another and 
higher ambition. He wanted to write a good book on 
ringing, and for that he had many qualifications. He 
could write good English in the somewhat grandiloquent 
style of the time, he knew a good deal about the practical 
side of the art, and he had some pretensions to be a com­
poser.

But he realised that if his book was to be a success he 
needed something more. Christopher W ells’ recent dis­
covery of the liability of Treble Bob to internal falseness 
had thrown all ideas of composition and proof into the 
melting pot. A few peals stood secure— Annable’s Bob 
Major, John Holt’s Grandsire Triples, Baldwin’s Treble 
Bob— but most of the others were suspect and not with­
out reason. To have printed what had been rung up till 
then would have been to court disaster. Practically the 
whole of the ground had to be surveyed and new com­
positions ‘worked out for every method. It was a task 
beyond his individual capacity, and would have taxed the 
ability of any of the leading composers throughout the 
history of the art. Fortunately there was a man at hand 
capable of doing the job, and so John Reeves got his op­
portunity. «

Reeves had already Shown something of the stuff that 
was in him, but as yet he had not fully grasped the laws 
of composition and proof. Of his early peals some at 
any rate were false, and, since the figures of others are 
lost, we may reasonably suspect their truth. But now 
there was a chance of getting his work published in a per­
manent form, he devoted all his energies and skill towards 
composition- and with brilliant results.

How early William Jones formed the intention of writ­
ing the ‘ Clavis ’ we cannot of course know. Probably 
the idea gradually shaped itself, and in any case it must 
have been several years before he could gather together 
the necessary material. He was in an entirely different 
position from every other man who has attempted to com­
pile a text book on ringing. When Shipwav, or Hubbard, 
or Sottanstafl set out to write his bopk he had at his dis­
posal a mass of material which needed revision and ar­
ranging and supplementing. But in 1780 there were 
practically no compositions which had been printed, and 
of those in manuscript very few could be accepted as true. 
Nor were men at-all willing to part with their figures, for
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the risk of them being found out to be false was too, 
great.

At the time there was a great need for a new text book, 
and the reason why it had not already appeared was not 
because there was no demand for it, but because there had 
been no one capable of writing it. The J.D. and C.M.
‘ Campanalogia ’ was an excellent book when it first ap­
peared in 1702, but during the following eighty years 
ringing advanced by leaps and bounds, and in 1780 the 
book was about as much use to a competent band as a 
treatise on bows and arrows would be to a modern artil­
lery officer. Yet booksellers found it worth their while to 
issue reprints, which, in default of something better, 
found a reafty sale, and as late as 1766 the fifth edition 
appeared, with Joseph Monk as editor. A few perfunc­
tory attempts were made to bring the book more up to 
date, but the attempt was hopeless, ^nd nothing short of 
complete rewriting would really have been of any use.

For his new book William Jones needed all the in­
formation and all the support he could get, and he now 
turned to the Cumberlands. He joined, that society on 
February 4th, 1778, and five days later rang a peal with 
them. Normally, if a man left one company and joined 
another, he had to break with his old associates, but in 
this case Jones remained on friendly terms with the Lon­
don Youths.

Among the Cumberlands, no doubt, he talked with 
Partrick and George Gross and tried to find out what 
peals they had composed and rung; but the jnan who 
promised  ̂ to be of the greatest assistance was Thomas 
Blakemore, who, besides being a clever ringer with some 
knowledge of composition, was *a Piccadilly bookseller. 
His trade experience would be invaluable in making the 

(C o n tin u ed  in  n e x t  co lu m n .)

T H E  L A T E  M R . L IN D O F F .
To th e E d itor .

D e a r  S ir ,— M a y  I  b e  a llo w ed  to  a d d  m y  r e g r e t  a t  th e  p a ssin g  o f 
M r. G a b r ie l L in d o ff. Y o u r  e d ito r ia l o f  N o v e m b e r 2 1 s t  d oes no m ore 
th a n  ju s t ic e  to  th is  in g en io u s  ex p o n en t o f o u r  n o b le  a r t .  H is  n a m e  
w ill  g o  d o w n  to  fu tu r e  g e n e ra tio n s  a s  a  m a ste r  am o n g  m en , fo r  as  
te a c h e r , com poser a n d  co n d u c to r h e  h a d  fe w  i f  a n y  eq u a ls, y e t  w ith a l 
h e  was* m o st u n assu m in g  a n d  m o d est.

I  b e lie v e  I  f ir s t  m e t h im  w hen w e  m a d e  th e  f ir s t  a t te m p t a t  H a le ­
sow en , a t  C h ris tm a s , 1902, fo r  th e  14 ,112  L o n d o n , w h ic h  fa i le d  a f t e r
5 h o u rs 20 m in u tes  th ro u g h  a  s h if t  cou rse. I  h a d  s in ce  m e t h im  on 
s e v e ra l to u rs  in  E n g la n d , Ire la n d , S c o tla n d  a n d  W a le s , a n d  a t  v a r io u s  
tim e s  h a d  h a d  som e co rresp o n den ce w ith  h im  on th e  s u b je c t  o f 
com p osition s. '

H e  o n ce  se n t m e som e p e a ls  o f L on d on , in  a l l  a b o u t 1,700. I  sh ou ld  
lik e  to  a sk  o u r  I r is h  fr ie n d s , p a r t ic u la r ly  th o s e .o f  S t . P a t r ic k ’s C a th e ­
d ra l, D u b lin , i f  th e y  can. g iv e  u s  a n y  p a r t ic u la r s  o f M r. L in d o ff’ s 
b ooks a n d  m a n u scr ip ts ; p ro b a b ly  M r. E . M u rp h y  cou ld  e n lig h te n  th e  
E x e rc ise  o n  th is  p o in t.

M r. L in d o ff, w h ile  o n ce  on a  to u r  in  C h esh ire , b e fo re  s ta r t in g  fo r  a 
p e a l o f  S u p e r la tiv e , a sk ed  m e to  lo o k  th r o u g h  th e  co m p o sition  (he 
w a s  co n d u ctin g ). I  ask ed , ‘ W h y ? ’ H e  l-eplie^, ‘ J u s t  to  m a k e  su re, 
B i ll .  Y o u  a r e  a  co n d u cto r. I  do n o t c la im  to  b e  o n e .’ T h a t  lit t le  
incident- w a s  ty p ic a l o f  ‘ G a y , ’ a n d  w h ile  liv in g  m e m o ry  la s ts  w ill 
n e v e r  b e  fo rg o tte n  b y  W I L L I A M  K B E B L E .

T H E  L A R G E S T  T O W E R
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— In  a n sw e r to  ‘ E n q u ire r ,’ w h ile  n o t c la im in g  S t . M a r y ’ s 
C a th e d ra l, E d in b u rg h , to  be th e  la r g e s t  to w er, i t  is p erh ap s w o rth  
m en tio n in g . T h e  r in g in g  ch a m b e r is  30 ft. s q u a re  b y  3 3 ft. h ig h , w ith  
ro p e  g u id e  1 5 ft . fro m  floor. I t  is  w ell fu rn ish e d  w ith  in te r e s tin g  
p ictu re s , d ia g ra m s, e tc ., o h  th e  w a lls , a n d  p la s te r  r e p r o d u c tio n 'o f  pre- 
R e fo rm a tio n  bells o n  tu r n -ta b le  p e d e sta ls  ro u n d  th e  room . T h e  b e lls  
(ten) a re  b y  T a y lo r . T h e  te n o r w as 42 cw t. 2 q r . b e fo re  i t  w a s  re- 
tu n e d . T h e y  are  h u n g  in 'o a k  fra m e . . J .  M .

‘ C L A V I S  C A MP A N O L O G I A . ’
new book, and so Jones enlisted his services and sent him 
to the London Youths to join [Reeves. Presently Jones 
rejoined that society, and soon afterwards the whole 
company, including Reeves, Jones, Blakemore and Chris­
topher Wells went over to the ancient Society of College 
Youths. (T o  b e  co n tin u ed .)

________ I.______

LOUGHBOROUGH

T H E

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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B E L F R Y  G O SSIP.
T h e  m a n y  fr ie n d s  o f  M r. J o h n  W . Jon es, o f  N e w p o rt, w ill jo in  us 

.in c o n g r a tu la t in g  h im  on h is  76th  b ir th d a y , w h ic h  ta ils  to -d a y . M r. 
J o n es  lia s  re n d e re d  lo n g  a n d  in v a lu a b le  se rv ice  to  th e  LlandafT  and 
M o n m ou th  D io cesa n  A sso cia tio n , a n d  now  ra n k s  w ith  M r. G . W . 
C a rtm e l, o f  th e  H e r tfo r d  C o u n ty  A sso cia tio n , a s  th e  a sso ciation  se cre ­
t a r y  w ith  th e  lo n g e s t serv ice .

M a n y  r in g e rs  w ill le a rn  w ith  re a l r e g r e t  t h a t  M r. C la u d e  I .  D a v ie s , 
fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  tr e a s u re r  o f  th e  L a n c a s h ire  A sso cia tio n , i6 ly in g  v e ry  
serio u sly  ill in  h o sp ita l. I t  w ill, u n fo r tu n a te ly , b e  m a n y  m on th s b efo re  
h e  h a s  reco v ered . W e  w ish  h im  v e r y  s in c e r e ly  a  sou nd  a n d  su re  
re c o v e ry .

A  w ell-k n o V n  sch o o lm aster r in g e r  w ho r e c e n tly  jo in e d  th e  F o rces 
h as h a d  to  a t te n d  som e classes fo r  in stru c tio n . W e  h e a r  t h a t  on  one 
occasion  lie  w a s  sen t o u t  o f  th e  room  fo r  in a tte n tio n . S e rv e d  h im  
r ig h t  too.

O n D ecem b er 1st, 1732 th e  S o c ie ty  o f K e n t is h  Y o u th s  r a n g  a p e a l 
o f 5,040 G ra n d sire  T rip p le s  in th e  e ig h th  m on th  o f  t h e ir  p ra c tic e .

T e n  y e a r s  a g o  la s t  M o n d a y  W illia m  P y e  c a lle d  a t  W ille sd e n  th e  
first p e a l o f S p lic e d  S u p prise M a jo r  in  n in e  m eth o d s. I t  w a s  also  th e  
first w h ich  co n ta in e d  th e  e x te n t  on  th e  3-lead  cou rse  p la n .

T h e  firs t  p e a l o f  O x fo rd  T r e b le  B o b  R o y a l on  h a n d b e lls  w a s ru n g  
a t  S h effie ld  on D e ce m b e r l l t l i ,  1811.

T h e  f ir s t  p e a l o f  S te d m a n  T r ip le s  w liich  w e  d e fin ite ly  k n o w  to  h a v e  
b een  tr u e  w a s  ru n g  b y  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  a t  S t . M a r y  A b b o t ’6, 
K e n s in g to n , o n  D e ce m b e r 4th , 1803, a n d  o n  th e  sam e d a te  in 1919 
th e  f irs t  p e a l b y  F re e m a so n s w a s  ru n g  a t  S t .  C le m e n t D a n e s ’ .

S ix  y e a r s  ag o  to -d a y  tlip  firs t p e a l o f  M elb o u rn e  S u r p r is e  M a jo r  w a s  
ru n g . •

T w o  h u n d re d  a n d  te n  y e a r s  ag o  to -m orrow  th e  N o rw ic h  S c h o la rs  
r a n g  a t  S t . M ic h a e l’s, C o s la n y , th e  second o f  th e  f irs t  tw o  p e a ls  o f 
S te d m a n  T rip le s .

F i f t y  y e a rs  a g o  to -d a y  e leven  p ea ls  w ere  ru n g . T h e y  con sisted  o f 
G ra n d sire  T r ip le s  3. B o b  T r ip le s  1 , O x fo rd  B o b  T r ip le s  1 , S ted m a n  
T r ip le s  2, K e n t  T re b le  B o b  M a jo r  2, R o y a l 1 , M in o r 1.

T e n  y e a rs  agfo 36 p e a ls  w ere  ru n g . T h e y  con sisted  o f  Stedm an , 
D o u b les 4, T r ip le s  14, C a te rs  3, C in q u es  3 ;  G ra n d sire  D o u b les  1 , T r ip le s
3, B o b  M a jo r  1 ; K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  M a jo r  1 , O x fo rd  1 ;  D o u jfle  N o rw ic h  
C o u r t  B o b  M a jo r  1 ;  C a m b r id g e  M a jo r  1 ;  N o rfo lk  S u r p rise  M a jo r  1 ;  
a n d  p ea ls  o f  M in or 2.

' LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
R E S I G N A T I O N  O F  T H E  P R E S I D E N T .

♦ T h e  R e v . A r th u r  S c o tt, M .A ., p re sid e n t o f th e  L a n c a s h ire  A sso cia­
tio n  sin ce 1936, h a s  res ig n ed  fro m  th a t  p ositio n  on  h is a p p o in tm e n t 
b y  Q u e e n ’s C o lle g e , C a m b rid g e , to  th e  benefice o f  O a k in g to n , n e a r  k 
C a m b rid g e , in  th e  'd iocese o f  E ly .

M r. S c o tt, w ho is a n a t iv e  o f  H u ll, w a s  ed u ca ted  a t  Q u e e n ’ s C o lleg e , 
C a m b rid g e , a n d  R id le y  H a ll, C a m b r id g e . T h e  B ish o p  o f M a n ch ester 
o rd a in e d  him  in  1930, a n d  h is f irs t  c u ra c y  w a s  a t  C h r is t  C h u rch , 
H a rp u rh e y . In  1934 M r. S c o tt  w a s  a p p o in te d  le c tu re r  o f B o lto n  a n d  
sen ior c u ra te  o f B o lto n  P a r is h  C liu rc li, a n d  w h ils t th e re  w a s  e lected  
p re s id e n t in  1936 in  succession  to  th e  la te  C a n o n  H . J . E lsee, M .A .

Iu  1938 th e  B ish o p  o f M a n ch ester a p p o in te d  h im  to  b e  R e c to r  of 
S t .  L u k e ’s, M iles  P la t t in g , a la r g e  in d u str ia l p a rish  in  th e  c i ty  o f 
M a n ch ester. M r. S c o tt  w ill p rea c h  h is  fa r e w e ll  serm on a t  S t .  L u k e ’s, 
M iles  P la t t in g , on S u n d a y , D ecem b er 14th , a t  3.30 p .m .

M E E T I N G S  IN B R I S T O L .
M O R E  S U P P O R T  N E E D E D .

To th e E ditor.
S ir ,— A t  th e  a n n u a l m e e tin g  o f  th e  B r is to l C it y  B r a n c h  o f th i 

G lo u c e ste r a n d  B r is to l A sso cia tio n , to  b e  h eld  on D ecem b ^ - 13 th , a 
d ecision  is to  b e  ta k e n  w h e th e r  to  co n tin u e  h o ld in g  m o n th ly  m eetin g s  
o r  n o t.

I f  th e  m eetin g s  a re  to  co n tin u e  i t  w ill d ep en d  la r g e ly  on  th e  su p p o rt 
th e  b ra n ch  is to  h ave  fro m  th e  o ld e r m em b ers o f th e  r in g in g  fr a te r n it y  
in  B r is to l.

F o r  tw o  y e a rs , a t  le a st, th e  b ra n ch  h a s  been  c a rr ie d  on  b y  th e  
y o u n g e r  m em b ers an d  v is ito rs , w ho h a v e  o fte n  been  h a lf  o f  th e  to ta l 
g a th e r in g s .

C o n tr a r y  to  th e  g e n e ra l b e lie f, th e  b ra n ch  does n o t even  h a v e  th e  
su p p o rt o f  th e  asso ciation  o fficials liv in g  in o r  n e a r  th e  c ity .
, C o n sid erin g  th e  a m o u n t o f w o rk  p u t in  b y  th e  s e c r e ta r y  in  m a k in g  

a r ra n g e m e n ts  fo r  th e  m eetin g s  a n d  p ro v id in g  te a s , th e  su p p o rt he 
h a s  h a d  fro m  th e  ‘ b ra ss h a ts  ’ is  d ep lo ra b le .

A s  th e  c ity  is  fo r  th e  t im e  b e in g  lo sin g  th e  serv ices  o f  a  fe w  o f  it s  
sm all n u m b er o f  su p p o rters , i t  w ill b e  u p  to  th e  o ld e r m em b ers to  
com e alon g.

A t  th e  la st m e e tin g  co m m en t w a s  m ad e on* th e  o u ts ta n d in g  success 
a tta in e d  b y  tlie  C o lle g e  Y o u th s , an d  i f  L o u d o n  (w h ich  lia s  h ad  th e  
w orst o f  en em y a tta c k s)  ca n  s e t  su ch  a  sp len d id  ex a m p le  to  th e  r e ­
m a in d e r o f th e  p ro v in ces, w h y  is i t  t h a t  a  c i ty  lik e  B r is to l, w ith  
a p p ro x im a te ly  90 r in g in g  m em b ers, ca n  o n ly  see  fo u r  o r  s ix  m em b ers 
a t  its  m e e tin g s ?  , _ -

T h e re fo re , i f  th e  fla g  o f th e  b ra n c h  is to  b e  k e p t  f ly in g  th e  b ra n ch  
o fficials m u st h a v e  m ore a c tiv e  su p p o rt.

- T . H A R R IS .
D . G. C L I F T .
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M I D D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .
M E E T I N G  A T  B I S H O P S G A T E .

T h e  m e e tin g  o f  th e  N o rth  a n d  E a st D iv ision  o f th e  M id d lesex  C o u n ty  
A sso cia tio n  la s t  S a tu r d a y  w a s  n o t h eld  e x a c tly  am o n g th e  ru in s  o f 
th e  C it y  o f  L o n d o n , fo r  S t .  B o to lp h ’s, IB ish o p sg a te , a n d  th e  su rro u n d ­
in g  d is tr ic t  s t il l  b e a r  m u ch  o f  th e ir  ac cu sto m e d  a sp ects, th o u g h  th e re  
a r e  w a r  sca rs  h ere  an d  th e re , a n d  th e  ch u rch  h a s  h ad  m ore th a n  one 
in c e n d ia ry  bom b th ro u g h  th e  ro o f, h a p p ily  w ith o u t d o in g  a n y  p e r ­
m a n e n t d a m a g e . O ne h a s  to  ta k e  a  fa i r ly  lo n g  w a lk  w e stw a rd s  b efo re  
c o m in g  a b r u p t ly  in to  a  v a s t  d is tr ic t  w h ich  looks lik e  a  n ig h tm a re  o r 
a  p a r t  o f  th e  S a h a r a  d e se rt. P o o r  o ld  C r ip p le g a te  ste e p le  s ta n d s u p  
fo rlo rn  a b o v e  t l ie  sk e le to n  o f  th e  fine o ld  ch u rch , y e t  n o t w ith o u t 
g iv in g  hopes t h a t  i t  m a y  a g a in  b e  re sto re d  to  so m e th in g  lik e  w h a t 
i t  w as.

A t  S t .  B o to lp h 's  a re p re s e n ta tiv e  g a th e r in g  ca m e to g e th e r , n u m b e r­
in g  so m e th in g  o v e r  th ir ty , a n d  in c lu d in g  M r. C . T . C oles, th e  g e n e ra l 
s e c r e ta r y , M r., H a r r y  K ilb y , th e  R in g in g  M a ste r , w hose office, a la s , 
in  th ese  d a y s  is  a  sin ecu re , M r. E r n e s t T u rn e r , M r. W . H . H e w e tt, 
M r. O ra m , M r. J a m e s  B e n n e tt, M r. G . M . K ilb y , M r. W . N u d d s, and  
w elco m ed  fr ie n d s  fro m  fu r t h e r  afie ld , am o n g th e m  M essrs. Eclwin- 
B a r n e tt ,  C o rp l. B a r n e tt , S . D aw son , A u d s le y , C o rb y , B a g w o r th  and 
A r th u r  H a rd y .

T h e  R e v . D en n is  O ld a cre , cu ra te -in -c h a rg e , h a d  p laced  th e  p a rish  
ro o m  a t  th e  d isp o sal o f th e  m em b ers a n d  w a s  p re se n t to  w elcom e 
th e m . M r. J a m e s  E . D a v is  a n d  h is con sort m ad e a ll th e  n e ce ssa ry  
a r ra n g e m e n ts  a n d  p ro v id ed  th e  te a .

A f t e r  som e h a n d b e ll r in g in g  a sh o r t  serv ice  w a s  co n d u cted  in  th e  
. c h u rch  by" M r. O ld a c re , w h o  g a v e  an  a p p r o p r ia te  a d d re ss .-  T e a  fo l­

lo w ed  a n d  th en  a  sh o r t busin ess m e e tin g , p resid ed  o v e r  b y  M r. C . T . 
C o les, a ss iste d  b y  M r. T . J .  L o c k , th e  h on. s e c r e ta r y . A  p rop o sal 
h a d  b een  m a d e  t o # h o ld  th e  .business m e e tin g  e a r ly  in  th e  a ftern o o n  
in s te a d  o f  a f t e r  th e  te a , b u t  t h a t  d id  n o t fin d  fa v o u r . T h e  a r r a n g e ­
m e n ts  fo r  th e  n e x t  a n d  a n n u a l m e e tin g  w ere  le f t  in  th e  h an d s o f th e  
s e c r e ta r y . M r. C o les  r e fe r r e d  fe e lin g ly  to  th e  loss th e  E xerc ise  h ad  
su sta in e d  b y  th e  d e a th s  o f J a m e s  H u n t, W illia m  W illso n  an d  G a b rie l 
L in d o ff, a l l l i f e  m em b ers o f  th e  a sso cia tio n . M r. H e w e tt  ask ed  fo r 
in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e  d e stro y e d  b e lls  o f th e  C ity , a n d  M r. J . A . 
T ro llo p e  s ta te d  b rie fly  w h a t  w a s  k n o w n  a b o u t th em .

* M r. C o les  p rop osed  a v o te  o f  th a n k s  to  M r. D en n is  O ld a c re , M r. an d  
M rs. D a v is  an &  th e  la d y  w ho a cco m p a n ied  th e  s in g in g  in  th e  ch u rch  
fo r  a l l  th e ir  k in d n ess a n d  h o sp ita lity . M r. O ld a c re , w ho rem a in ed  
t i l l  th e  en d, rep lied , an d  sa id  he w o u ld  a lw a y s  w elco m e th e  M id d lesex  
A sso cia tio n  to  S t .  B o to lp h ’s.

T h e  h a n d b e ll r in g in g  d u rin g  th e  ev e n in g  in c lu d ed  to u ch es of B ob 
M a jo r  a n d  D o u b le  N o rw ich , "G ran dsire T r ip le s  an d  C a te rs , an d  S t e d ­
m an  T r ip le s  an d  C a te rs . '  

S T . B O T O L P H ’S  B E L L S .
S t .  B o to lp h ’si B is lio p sg a te , w a s  b u ilt  b etw een  th e  y e a r s  1725 and 

1729 fro m  th e  d esign s o f  J a m e s  G old . A r c h ite c tu r a lly  i t  does n o t ra n k  
v e ry  h ig h  am o n g th e  C it y  ch u rch es, b e in g  r a th e r  p re te n tio u s  an d  
s v e f la id  w ith  d e ta il. T h e  to w e r  is p la c e d  a t  th e  e a s t  en d  o ver th e  
ch a n ce l, th e  id ea  (a p e r fe c t ly  sou nd  one) b e in g  to  g iv e  i t  g r e a te r  p ro ­
m in en ce fro m  th e  s tr e e t . B u t  to  p re se rve ' th e  in te r io r  e ffect o f th e  
ch u rch  th e  w h ole  o f th e  b o tto m  p a r t  o f  th e  w e s t w a ll o f  th e  steep le  
h ad  to  b e  o m itte d , an d  th e  s tru c tu r e  is  n o t r ig id  en o u gh  to  c a r r y  a 
r in g in g  p e a l o f  b e lls  p ro p e rly .

T h e  r in g  o f  e ig h t w a s  c a s t  in 1783 fro m  an  o ld e r  six , w ith  .the 
Addition o f  new  m e ta l. R o b e r t  P a tr ic k  w a s  g iv e n  th e  o rd e r, out* as 
he a p p a r e n t ly  h ad  no fa c ilit ie s  fo r  c a s tin g  b e lls  ̂ h im self, he took 
T h om as O sborn , o f D o w n h am  M a rk e t , in to  p a rtn e rs h ip  fo r  th e  jo b . 
O sborn  w a s  a n  e x c e lle n t c r a ftsm a n  an d  th e  o c ta v e  is  q u ite  a g o o d  one.

T h e  o rig in a l six  h a d  a  go od  re p u ta tio n  in  th e ir  tim e . S tr y p e  m en ­
tion s * th e  b e a u tifu l g i f t  o f  M r. W illia m  H o b b y , c itize n  a n d  a le -b re w e r 
o f  L o n d o n , v iz ., th e  te n o r b e ll in  th e  ste e p le , b e a r in g  h is  ow n n am e 
a n d  c a lle d  H o b b y , w h ic h  h e  cau sed  to  b e  fo u n d ed  a t  his ow n  co st an d  
c h a rg e s , an d  a fte r w a r d s  to  b e  re c a s t tw o  se v e ra l tim e s o n ly  to  m a k e  
i t  tu n e a b le  w ith  th e  o th e r  belfe in  th e  ste e p le , w h ich  w a s  p e rfo rm e d  
a c co rd in g ly , a n d  th e y  a r e  n o w  as  p e r fe c t  a n d  p le a s in g  a  r in g  o f b e lls  
as can  b e  w ish ed . W h e n  he g a v e  th e  b e ll to  th e  p a rish  h e  en jo yn ed  
tliis  co n d itio n  th a t  a t  w h a t tim e  soever a n y  m an  d ecea sed  t h a t 'h a d  
b o rn e  a n y  p la c e  o f  em in en ce an d  office in th is  p a rish  an d  a fte r w a r d s  
h a p p e n e d  (b y  a n y  cross o r  m isa d v en tu re) to  fa l l  in to  d e c a y , t h a t  y e t  
h e  sh ou ld  h a v e  th e  b en efit o f  th e  b e ll ’ s  se rv ice  fr e e ly  b esto w ed  on him  
a t  his b u r ia l n o t p a y in g  a n y  costs o r  d u tie s  th e r e o f  to  th e  ch u rch . 
N o  d o u b t th is  m an  h a d  an  h o n est m e a n in g  a n d  m ost c h a r ita b le  m in d .’

A n o th e r  b e n e fa c to r  to  th e  b e l fr y  w a s  R ic h a r d  M u rn fo rd , a t  one tim e  
sexto n  o f  th e  p a rish , w ho in  1678 g a v e  a tr e b le  b e ll w ith  its  fra m e  
an d  h a n g in g s  a n d  a  n ew  r in g in g  floor. W e  m a y  suppose, th o u g h  w e 
a re  n o t to la  so. t h a t  h e  w a s  a  r in g e r  an d  th a t  nis g i f t  w a s  p ro m p te d  
b y  h is  lo v e  o f  th &  a r t . E v id e n tly  fo r  a sexto n  he w a s  a w ell-to-do 
m an , a n d  w h en  he d ied  in  1685 h e  le f t  £100 to th e  W e a v e r s ’ C o m p an y 
to  c lo th e  fo u r  p o o r m en a n n u a lly  fo r  ever.

W illia m  L a u g h to n  a n d  th e  R a m b le rs  ra n g  P la in  B o b  e n d  C a m b rid g e  
S u r p rise  o n  tlie  b e lls  in  *1734. H is  o p in io n  w a s  th a t  th e y  w ere  ‘ as 
" o o a  a s  e|er w as cast.*  T h is  is  th e  f irs t  a c c o u n t w e h a v e  o f  a n y  C a m ­
b rid g e  b e in g  ru n » , th o u g h  p r o b a b ly  i t  w a s  a lr e a d y  a  p o p u la r  m eth od  
w ith  th e  m ost s k ilfu l b a n d s.

On th e  d a y  th e  n e w  o c ta v e  w a s  open ed, F e b r u a r y  7 th , 1783, th re e  
p ea ls  w e r e  ru n g , one b y  ea c h  o f  th e  th en  le a d in g  so cie ties . F ir s t  th e  
C o lle g e  Y o u th s  r a n g  5,120 O x fo rd  T r e b le  B o b , tn e n  th e  C u m b erla n d *  

(C o n tin u ed  in  n e x t colum n.)

T H E  F IR S T  T R U E  P E A L .
T H E  E V I D E N C E  I N  M S S .

To the E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— W e  h a v e  re c e n tly  h ad  y o u r  le a d in g  a r t ic le  up on  ‘ p r e ­

s e rv a tio n  o f M S S .’ a n d  n ow  th e  v e r y  in te r e s tin g  su m m a ry  o f o u r 
p re s e n t k n o w le d g e  as  to  th e  e a r lie s t p e a ls . M r. T ro llo p e  is  h ere  a t  
h is  b est, a n d  w e  a r e  m u ch  in d e b te d  to  y o u  b o th .

In  to -d a y ’s co n trib u tio n  M r, T ro llo p e  (on e a lm ost sees him  go w n ed  
a n d  b ew igged ) s its  on th e  B e n c h  a n d  g iv e s  us, im p a r tia lly , h is 
‘ su m m in g -u p .’ M a n y  o f  u s a r e  on th e  ju r y  a n d  th e  v e rd ic t  w i ll  be 
‘ p ro m u lg a te d  in  due c o u rse .’ I ,  fo r  on e, h a v e  a lr e a d y  m a d e  u p  m y 
m ind.

A s  m y  n am e h a s  b een  m en tio n ed  in  co n n ectio n  w ith  tHe fo r tu n a te  
re se rv a tio n  o f  th e  w o rd in g  o f th e  tw o  lo st M S S ., a fe w  re m a rk s  m ay  
e  o f  in te r e st. L o n g  b e fo re  I  w a s  ask ed  to  r e w rite  th e  h isto ric a l 

fo re w o rd  o f th e  C o lle g e  Y o u tiis  ru le  book in  1928, I h a d  m ad e m y se lf  
fa m il ia r  w ith  a ll th e  o ld ' bo o k s o f  th e  so c ie ty . I  th en  th o u g h t i t  
n ecessa ry  to  in sp ect th e  O sb orn  M S S . T h is  I  d id  an d , a t  th e  in s t ig a ­
tio n  o f M r. A . A . H u g h e s, th e  so cie ty  a c q u ire d  a  ty p e d  co p y  o f th e  
sectio n  d e a lin g  w ith  o u r  ow n h is to ry , b u t  t h a t ,  too, h a s  n o w  gon e, 
th o u g h  I s til l possess m y  o w n  ca rb o n  cop y.

A s  w ill b e  r e a d ily  sy rm ised , I  w a s  a t  once s tru c k  w ith  th e  v a lu e  o f  
th e  tw o  acco u n ts  en te re d  on  th e  o p e n in g  p a g e s  o f  ‘ P e a l  R e c o rd  B o o k , 
N o . 1  ’ (see in v e n to ry  in  ru le  b ook). I  ju d g e d  b o th  to  h a v e  been  
w r itte n  b y  th e  sam e h an d , fo r  th e re  w a s  a  close re sem b la n ce , so , i f  
I  am  r ig h t , M r. F ra n c is  M a rsh a ll, in  a d d itio n  to  co m p ilin g  th e  second 
on e, w r o te  th em  b o th . T h e  s ty le  a n d  w o rd in g  a r e  q u ite  d is tin c t, fo r  
he is flo w ery  a n d  v erb o se. M r. T ro llo p e  sa y s  th a t  he k n o w s n o th in g  
o f h im . I  ca n  o n ly  a d d  t h a t  M r. M a rsh a ll, d escrib ed  a s  ‘ o f  W e s t­
m in ste r ,’ w a s  e le c te d  in 1833. T h e re  w ere  o n ly  n in e  p e a ls  ru n g  in  
t h a t  d eca d e , a n d  his n am e does n o t a p p e a r  in th o se  v e r y  lea n  y e a rs  
o f a  c e n tu ry  ag o .

I n  1931 M r. T ro llo p e ’s firs t artic le^  on th e  o ld  so cie ties  b e g a n  to 
a p p e a r, a n d  I  d re w  his a tte n tio n  to  o u r M S S ., u lt im a te ly  g iv in g  him  
co p ies a n d  p ro c u re d  h im  a n  in v ita tio n  to  v is it  T h e  C o ffee  P o t  an d  
in sp e c t o u r  bo o ks. I  fe lt  th a t  th e .m o re  he k n ew  o f  u s th e  b e t te r , an d  
m y  o p tim ism  is now  ju stifie d .

In  th e  m e a n tim e  I  m a d e  a se a rc h  fo r * T h e  O x fo rd  K in g e r s ’ R e g is te r ,’  
a n d  fo r  th e  S c a rsb ro o k s, o f w hom  th e  sa id  G e o rg e  w'as, I  fo u n d , 
e lec ted  to  th e  so cie ty  in  1777 (w ith  Sam u el-" M u g g e r id g e , b o th  o f 
g o u tliw a r k ) , b u t a  v is it  to  O x fo rd  fo u n d  no tr a c e  o f  th e  so m u ch  
desired  re g is te r . I  d id , h ow ever, find th e  S ca rsb roo k s  in  th e  records 
o f th e  O x fo rd  S o c ie ty .

I f  bo o k s w ere  o n ly  v ocal, w h a t  a  title  th e y  co u ld  te l). ‘ P e a l  R e c o rd  
B o o k  N o . 1  ’ w a s a m ost h an d so m e v o lu m e in  its  tim e, fo r  i t  h ad  
h a d  g r e a t  a m b itio n s , b e in g  su m p tu o u sly  bou n d  in  c a lf  w ith  g re e n  
m orocco p an els, fr o n t aud b a ck , a n d  d e lig h t fu lly  to o led  an d  en rich ed  
in g o ld , i t s  size, la r g e  4to . T h e  fr o n t  p a n e l re a d  (six  lin es), ‘ T h e  
A n c ie n t  S o c ie ty  o f  C o lleg e  Y o u th s , 1776 ’ (o f th is  a n d  th e  to o lin g  I  
h ave  a ru b b in g). T h e  b a ck  p a n e l, I  b e lie ve , h a d  ‘ G e o rg e  H e a th  
S t e w a r d .’ T h e  book seem s to s a y , ‘ I  w a s m a d e  as a p e a l book fo r  
th e  A n c ie n t S o c ie ty  on th e  occasion  o f  t h e  e lectio n  o f  M r. H e a t h  as 
S te w a r d , he h av in g - com e o v e r  fro m  th e  J u n io r  S o c ie ty  o f  C o lleg e  
Y o u th s , o f  w h ich  h e  w a s  in  1756 a fo u n d a tio n  m em b er, an d , h op in g 
to  b e  M a ste r , g a v e  m e as a  to k e n  o f  g o o d w ill to  h is  o ld  r iv a ls . ’

T h e  b o o k  re m a in e d  u n o p en ed  a n d  u n u sed . W e  c a n n o t s a y  w h e th e r  
H e a th  ca m e  to  th e  M a s te rs h ip ; th ese  a re  th e  b la n k  y e a rs . H e  ra n g  
p ea ls  w ith  n e ith e r  so cie ty  d u r in g  a l l  th e  y e a rs  u n til, as  d escrib ed  in  
M r. T ro llo p e ’s H is to ry , in 1791 lie  ca m e  in to  th e  lim e lig h t p a g e  76. 
( ‘ O h ! H a v e  y o u  n o t h e a rd  o f  th e  J o lly  Y o u n g  W a te r m a n ?  )

T n e n  i t  w as (ro m an ticism  b e i n g , i n  th e  a ir) t h a t  o ld  S c a rsb ro o k  
p ro b a b ly  m en tio n ed  a b o u t th e  re g is te r  dow n  a t  O x fo rd . H is  b ro th e r  
w o u ld  sen d  him  a  tr a n s c r ip t , w h ich  e v e n tu a lly  fo u n d  its  w a y  "into 
G e o rg e  H e a t h ’s book. I t  w a s  th en  c a lle d  ‘ C o p y  P e a l B o o k ,’ a n d  P e a l 
N o. 1  w a s  th a t ,  n o w  u n d e r d e b a te , on ‘ J a n u a r y  7 th , 1669-90,’ ru n g  
a t  ‘ S t . S e p u lc lire ’ s-w ith o u t-N e w g a te , L o n d o n .’

E ls tre e  H ill, B r o m le y . E . A L E X A N D E R  Y O U N G .

‘ C A M P A N O L O G Y . ’
T o th e  E d itor

D e a r  S ir ,— W h ils t  a g re e in g  w ith  ‘ T  ’ in  his d e n u n c ia tio n  o f  th e  
w ord s ‘  c a m p a n o lo g y  ’ an d  ‘ c a m p a n o lo g ist,’ ‘ C h a m b e rs ’ T w e n tie th  
C e n tu r y  D ic tio n a r y  ’ co n ta in s  th e  fo l lo w in g :—

‘ C a m p a n o lo g y  ’— ‘ th e  su b je c t  o r  scien ce o f  b e lls  o r  b e llr in g in g .’
‘  C a m p a n o lo g is t ’— * one sk ille d  in  th e  sa m e .’
T h e re fo re  ‘ T  ’ m u st a l lo w  t h a t  th e  u se  of* th e se  w o rd s  is  co rre ct 

w hen, a llu d in g  to  b o th  <Jur a r t  a n d  o u rse lves. H . R U M E N S .
U p p e r  W a lth a m s to w .

M I D D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C I A T I O N
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p re v io u s  co lum n .) 

r a n g  5,040 G ra n d sir e  T riples,- a n d  th en  th e  ‘ a n c ie n t ’ C o lleg e  Y o u th s  
r a n g  5,216 O x fo rd  T reb le^  B o b . T h e  la s t  w a s  co n d u cted  b y  John 
R e e v e s . E v id e n tly  i t  w a s  th e  p eal g iv e n  in  th e  '  C la v is  ’ a n d  p ro b a b ly  
w a s  th e  g r e a te s t  n u m b e r o f  ch a n g es  t h a t  lia d  th e n  b e e n  g o t  in to  
13 courses

F o r  se v e r a l y e a rs  b e fo re  t h e  w a r  th e  b e l fr y  h as b een  in  th e  ca rr 
o f  M r. J a m e s  E . D a v is ,  an d  th e  co m p a n y  he g o t to g e th e r  p roved  
th e m se lv e s  on e o f  th e  b e s t  p e a l r in g in g  b a n d s in  tllp  c o u n try . T h e 
fre q u e n t p e a ls  w ere  m a d e  p ossib le  b y  th e  ad o p tio n  o f  M r. D a v is ' 
silen cers, w h ich , first tr ie d  h ere , h a v e  sin ce been  in sta lle d  in  m an y  
towers.
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B E L L S  A S  ‘ L U X U R IE S .’
A  C O U N T R Y  R E C T O R ’S  V I E W S .

To th e E ditor.
S ir,-*-I a p o lo g ise  fo r  re fe r r in g  to som e co rresp o n d en ce in 4 T h e  R in g- 

in g  W o rld  ’ o f  n e a r ly  tw o  m on th s afro, b u t m y  a tte n tio n  h as been  
d ra w n  to  a le t te r  u 11 d e c  th e  a b ove  h e a d in g  in  y o u r  issue o f O cto b er 
10th  la s t.

I  a m  a w a r e  o f  th e  fa c t  t h a t  o rg a n s  su ch  .a s  a r e  in  use to -d a y  in 
o u r ch u rch es  w ere  o fte n  p re ce d e d  b y  an  1 o rc h e stra  ’ an d  'c r y  o fte n  
b y  t h e  b a r r e l o rg a n  w ith  its  lim ite d  re p e r to ir e ;  I  h a d  one 111 m y 
p revio u s  p a r is h  w h ich  h ad  b een  ‘ co n v e rte d  ’ fo r  th e  sum  o f i/50 or so, 
a n d  w h ic h  is s til l  d o in g  y eo m a n  se rv ice . M r. L e s lie  W . B u n c e  sa y s  
t h a t  I  a m  q u ite  w ron g  in  s ta t in g  t h a t  b e lls  re p la ce d  tru m p e ts . I f  I 
h a d  s a id  so, I  w o u ld  a t  on ce  a g re e , b u t  I  enclose a  cop y o f  th e  
m a g a zin e , w ith  th e  a r tic le  in  q u estion , fro m  w h ich  yo u  w ill ob serve  
t h a t  I  d id  n o t m a k e  a n y  su ch  s ta te m e n t. T ru m p e ts , a r e  n o t m en ­
tio n ed  a t  a l l .

I  th in k  t h e  m isu n d e rsta n d in g  m ig h t n ot h a v e  arisen  i f  i t  h ad  been 
re a lise d  c le a r ly  t h a t  I  w a s  w r it in g  o f th e  a v e ra g e  cou ntry  ch u rch  
o rg a n  an d  b e lls  n or a r e  w e  g o in g  to  b e  d ra g g e d  a w a y  fro m  o u r old 
love— th e  ch u rc h  b e lls  o f th e  co u n try sid e  ’ ). I  w r ite  fro m  a co u n try  
p a r is h  an d  th e  w h o le  te n o r  o f th e  a r tic le  iji q u estion  is th e  o rg a n  an d  
b e lls  o f  th e  c o u n try  ch u rch . T h e  o rg a n s , p a r t ic u la r ly , in  m ost c o u n try  
ch u rch es, a s  h ere, a r e  n o t o f th e  e la b o ra te  a n d  v e ry  ex p en siv e  ty p e ,
i.e  ‘  lu x u rie s  ’ ; even  so, I  m a in ta in  t h a t  i t  is  g o in g  to  b e  e x tre m e ly  
d ifficu lt to  find donors to  re p la ce  a n y  d e stro y e d  a n d  n o t in su red , 
s in ce , to  q u o te  fu r th e r , ‘ w e a r e  a l l n o w  in  th e  sam e b o a t a n d  w ill 
co n tin u e  to  b e  so fo r  a co n sid e ra b le  t im e  a f t e r  th e  w a r.

I  h a v e  110 k n o w le d g e  o f  a n y  m y ste rio u s  co n sp ira c y  to  silen ce ch u rch  
b e lls  I  d id  s ta te  m y  co n v ictio n , h o w e v e r, th a t  th e  co m p u lsory  
s ile n c in g  o f c o u n try  c h u rch  b e lls  d u r in g  th e  w a r  is  an  u n fo rtu n a te  
m ista k e  fro m  a p sy c h o lo g ica l s ta n d p o in t. A . A . L I N E Y .

B r a m p to n  R e c to r y , N o rth a m p to n .

T h e  fo llo w in g  is  th e  a r tic le  r e fe rr e d  to  b y  M r. L iije y . I t  exp resses 
a  v ie w  o f a d ifficu lt s u b je c t  w h ic h  w ill m o st c e r ta in ly  com m end  it s e l f  
to  a l l  o u r  re a d e rs . W h a te v e r  w e m a y  th in k  a b o u t th e  p o ss ib ility  o f 
in su rin g  b e lls  an d  o rg an s, w e sh a ll a g re e  th a t  ‘ lu x u r ie s  is a n  u n for- 
tu n a te  w o rd  to  a p p ly  to  th e m , even  th o u g h  i t  h a s  .several sh a d e s  o f 
m e a n in g :—

T h e  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  D io cesa n  W a r  D a m a g e  C o m m itte e  p u b lish ed  
in  la s t  m o n th ’s ‘ D io cesa n  L e a f le t ,’ d is tr ib u te d  w ith  o u r m a g a zin e , 
g a v e  a  lis t  o f  fix tu re s  re g a rd e d  as p a r t  o f  th e  ch u rch  fa b r ic  a n d  w h ich , 
th e re fo re , n eed  ifot be in su red  u n d e r  th e  G o v e rn m e n t schem e. ‘ B e l ls , ’ 
c o n tin u e d  th e  s ta te m e n t, ‘ a r e  lu x u rie s , p ro v id e d  b y  th e  g e n e ro s ity  
o f  ch u rch  p eop le  in  th e  p a s t, a n d , i f  d e stro y e d , sh o u ld  b e  rep la ced  
b y  s im ila r  g e n e ro s ity  in  th e  fu tu r e . T h e y  sh ou ld  n o t b e  in su re d  
a g a in s t  w a r  d a m a g e . O rg a n s  sh o u ld  b e  tr e a te d  in  th e  sam e w a y  as 
b e lls ;  th e y  sh o u ld  n o t b e  in s u re d .’

So  b e lls  a n d  o rg a n s  a r e  ‘ lu x u r ie s .’ R e la t iv e ly , i t  is  to  b e  supp osed, 
s in ce  i t  is  p ossib le  fo r  se rv ice  to  b e  h e ld  V i t h o u t  e ith e r ;  ^just as  i t  is 
p ossib le to  sleep  e lsew h ere  th a n  on a  b ed , a n d  to  p rod u ce ‘ m u sic ’ 
b y  m ean s o f  a  com b an d  a  p iece  o f  th in  p a p e r . T h e  q u a rre l is  n o t 
w ith  th e  q u estion  a s  to  w h e th e r  b e lls  a n d  o rg a n s  sh ou ld , •>r should  
n o t, b e  in su re d ; i t  is  w ith  t h a t  w o rd  ‘ lu x u r ie s ’ as  a p p lie d  to  th em . 
I 11 r e g a id  to  o rg a n s, i t  ca n  b e  affirm ed co n fid e n tly  t h a t  a l l  th e  p lain - 
so n g  in  th e  w o rld  ca n  n e v e r  su p p la n t th e  acco m p a n ied  h a rm o n y  
b e lo v e d  b y  E n g lish  p eop le , a n d  th e  o rg a n  n e v e r  fo u n d  its  w a y  in to  
o u r  ch u rcn es, o u s tin g  th e  o ld  sc r a p e d  fid d le, e tc ., in  th e  g a lle r y , to  
b e  d u b b ed  a  ‘ lu x u r y  ’ in  th e  e s tim a tio n  o f th e  E n g lish  te m p e ra m e n t 
an d  c h a r a c te r . A f t e r  a l l  i t  is an  o rg a n  a n d  th e  k in g  o f a ll in s tru ­
m en ts in v e n te d  fo r  th e  w o rsh ip  o f  G o d  a n d  th e  p le a su re  o f m a n ; 
t o t a l ly  u n lik e  th e  b a s ta r d  c o n tra p tio n  to  b e  fo u n d  in  cin em as.

A n d  w h a t  a b o u t o u r  lu x u rio u s  b e lls ?  A n d  w h o , s in ce  w e  a ll a re  
n o w  ‘ in  th e  sam e b o a t , ’ i s  g o in g  to  b e  in  a  p o sitio n  to  re p la ce  ch u rch  
b e lls  a f t e r  th e  w a r ?  I f  w e  a r e  u n w illin g  t o  con cede th a t  a n  o rg a n  
is a  lu x u r y , n o r a r e  w e  g o in g  to  b e  d r a g g e d  a w a y  fr o m  o u r o ld  lo ve  
— th e  ch u rch  b e lls  o f  th e  co u n try sid e . C o n d em n ed  to  p e r p e tu a l silen ce, 
e x ce p t a s  a  w a r n in g  o f  th e  a d v e n t o f  ‘ p a ra tro o p s , t h e y  a r e  sa d ly  
m issed, a n d  i t  is  a  th o u s a n d 'p it ie s  t h a t  som e o th e r  m ea n s r f  g iv in g  
w a rn in g  h a v e  n o t b een  d ev ised . T h e  s ilen cin g  o f  th e  b e lls  w o u ld  seem- 
to  b e  a  p sy c h o lo g ica l m is ta k e  o f tl ie  firs t  m a g n itu d e . T h e se  ‘ lu x u rie s  ’ 
re p re s e n t n o t w a r  b u t p e a c e ;  t h e y  a r e  sym b o lic  o f  t h e  m essa ge  o f 
fa i t h  a n d  v ic to r y , o f  th e  lo v e  o f  G od  a n d  o f th e  c a ll  to  resp on d  to  
t h a t  lo v a  in  H is  w o rsh ip  w h en  ‘ ’t is  th e  b lessed  h o u r o f  p r a y e r . ’

M A K E  T H E  B E S T  O F  T H I N G S  A S  T H E Y  A R E .
T o th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— I  tr u st  ntfne o f  y o u r  re a d e rs  w ill b e  le d  a s t r a y  b y  th e  
fr o th y  ro d o m o n ta d e  o f  y o u r  corresp o n d en t w ho c a lls  h im se lf ‘  A n ti-  
S i le n t . ’ I f  w e  w ere  to  fo llo w  his a d v ice  w e  sh ou ld  s im p ly  m a k e  fools 
o f ou rselves. F o a m in g  at th e  m ou th , ta lk in g  a b ou t ‘ en em ies ’ w ho 
h a v e  ‘ d e c la re d  open  w a r ,’ c a llin g  o th e r  p eop le  o ffen sive n am es, and  
q u o tin g  th e  B ib le , w o n ’t  do u s a n y  go od . W h a t  w e m u st do is to  
ta k e  th in g s  a s  t h e y  a r e  a n d  m a k e  th e  b e s t o f  th e m , to  re c o g n ise  th a t  
ju s t  now  th e re  are  m a tte rs  o f  m ore im m e d ia te  im p o rta n c e  th a n  b ell- 
r in g in g , to  h o ld  fa s t  to  o u r  a r t  a n d  o u r frien d sh ip s, to  k e e p  o u r  h e a rts  
h ig h  a n d  to  w a it  fo r  th e  b e t te r  tim e s  th a t  w ill su re ly  com e.

L E S L I E  W . B U N C E .

B E L L S  A F T E R  T H E  W A R .
A N  O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R  * A N T I -S I L E N T .

To th e E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— D id n ’ t I  s a y  so? A lth o u g h  b y  m y le t te r  in  y o u r issue of 

N o ve m b e r 7 th  I  tr ie d  to  sh ow  t h a t  I  am  a s  k e e n  a s  a n y o n e  in  th e  
view  t h a t  b e lls  a re  n ecessities  an d  n o t lu x u ries , an d  to  t h a t  e x te n t 
su p p o rte d  h is  v iew , I  h a d  tjic  te m e r ity  to  te l l  ‘ A n t i-S ile n t  * t h a t  lie 
w a s  u sin g th e  discussion  to  b e la b o u r his o p p o n en ts  b y  flin g in g  ch ea p  
a n d  not v e r y  effec tiv e  e p ith e ts  a t  th em , su ch  as * Q u is lin g s  o f  th e  
E x e rc is e ,’ a n d  d id n ’ t 1  s a y  I su p p o sed  I  should  now  com e in  fo r  
c a s t ig a t io n ?  W e ll, he’s tr ie d  i t  011.

1 said  in m y first le t te r  t h a t  th e  a r g u m e n ts  w e  are  g e t t in g  do n o t 
seem  to le a d  us a n y w h e re . A n d  I  ask  ‘ A n ti-S ile n t ’ how  f a r  h is  
a rg u m e n t th a t  th ose w h o  h a v e  s ta te d  t h a t  b e lls  a r e  lu x u rie s  a r e  
Q u is lin g s  o f th e  E xerc ise  h as g o t  u s ?  1 wras  g o in g  to  s a y  ‘ e ith e r  him  
o r  u s ,’ b u t he te lls  us th e re  a re  116 ‘ liim s ’ in  th is  business. I f  he 
w o u ld  Lake h is  ow n  a d v ic e  to  h e a rt a n d  d ro p  p e rso n a lit ie s  i t  m ig h t 
h elp  him .

B y  tlie  w a y , I lik e  his h igh  so u n d in g  p h ra se , ‘ W e  a r e  d e a lin g  w ith  
fu n d a m e n ta ls  a b o u t w h ich  th e re  m u st b e  u n iv e rsa l a g re e m e n t i f  th e  
fr a te r n it y  is  to  w in  th ro u g h  th is  u t i lita r ia n  r a m p  a n a  n onsen se.' I t  
looks good to  m e. I  v isu a lise  G e o rg e  g o in g  o u t to  s la y  th e  d ra g o n —  
an d , b e in g  u n a b le  to  fin d  a  d ra g o n , tr y in g  to  k il l  h is n e ig h b o u r ’s c a t.

W h en  I a s k  h ow  m a n y  asso ciation s h a v e  ta k e n  ac tio n  in  th is  m a tte r ,
‘ A n ti-S ile n t ’ p o in ts  o n ly  to  one w h ich  seem s to  h a v e  m a d e  a n y  re a l 
m ove. W h a t  n as been  done b y  h is  ow n a sso cia tio n  (if i t  is n o t th e  
K e n t)  lie  d oesn ’t  te l l  us. W h y  doesn ’ t  he d e v o te  som e o f h is e n e rg y  
to "m o vin g  th e  asso ciation  ( if  an y ) to  w h ich  he ow es a lle g ia n c e ?

T h e  id e a  o f g iv in g  la n te rn  le c tu re s  (p re su m a b ly  on b ells  a n d  th e ir  
re la tio n  to  th e  C h u rc h , a lth o u g h  he d oesn ’ t  s a y  so) in  a id  o f  som e 
c h a r ita b le  o b je c t  m a y  b e  a  go od  one—-if y o u  ca n  g e t  th e  r ig h t  
a u d ien ce. B u t  does ‘ A n ti-S ile n t ’ im a g in e  t h a t  in  a  p a rish  w h ere, 
i f  w e a r e  to  b e lieve  h im , w e h ave  to  fa c e  t h is ’ ‘ u t i lit a r ia n  ra m p  and 
n onsense ’ he or a n y o n e  else w o u ld  g e t  even  his nose in to  a le c tu re  
h a ll, le t  a lo n e  g iv e  a  le c tu re , as an  in tro d u c tio n  to  a ‘ fig h t w ith  th e  
sw ord  o f  th e  s p ir it . ’ T u t , tut-, M r. E d ito r , i f  th is  is  th e  b e st ‘ A n ti-  
S ile n t ’ ca n  p u t u p  I ’ m  so rry  fo r  his cause.

T o  do a n y  good , lie  m ust* as he sa ys , c a r r y  th e  Avar in to  th e  en e m y ’ s 
ca m p , b u t  la n te rn  le c tu re s  w o n ’ t  g e t  him  f a r ;  h e  w o n ’ t  g e t  h o ld  o f 
th e  p eop le w h o  m a tte r . T h e  p eop le  he m u st la y  h o ld  o f  a r e  th e  
p arso n s a n d  th e  m em b ers o f  th e  C h u rc h  C o u n cils  in  th o se  p la c e s  w h ere  
th e  ‘ u t i lit a r ia n  ra m p  a n d  nonsen se ’ is  supp osed  to  ‘ ra m p  and n o n se .’ 
I ’ m  all fo r  th a t .  G e t r ig h t  in  on th e m ; la y  a b o u t lu s t ily  an d  te ll 
th em  how  to  g e t  to w ers  an d  b e lls  w ith o u t m on ey.

T h e  en th u sia sm  a n d  e loq u en ce .of ‘ A n ti-S ile n t ’ o u g h t  n o t to  b e  
w a ste d  in  tr y in g  to  s a y  n a s ty  th in g s  in  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ to  th e  
one c r  tw o  co rresp o n d en ts  w ho do n o t h a p p en  to  a g re e  w ith  h im . 
L e t  him  s e t  u p  th e  fie ry  cross a n d  Jead th e  cru sad e  in to  th e  p a rish e s  
w h ere  he k n o w s ( if  he r e a lly  does k n o w  a n y) th is  u t i lit a r ia n  ra m p  

•and nonsense is  g o in g  on. A p a r t  fro m  w r it in g  le tte rs  to  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  
W o rld  ’ ( le t te r s  w h ic h  a r e  a b u sive  or e n te r ta in in g  a c co rd in g  to  th e  
w a y  you  look a t  th em ), w h a t  h a s  he  d o n e ?  P L A I N  H U N T .’

W H A T  OF T H E  F U T U R E ?
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— T h e  su g g estio n  o f  «Mr. H ou sd en  in  y o u r  la s t  issue th a t 
one w a y  o f  fe c o n s tr u c tin g  th e  E x erc ise  a f t e r  th e  w a r  w o u ld  b e  b y  
ifo rm in g  a  n a tio n a l a sso cia tio n  is  on e w o rth  c o n s id e r in g ,* b u t th e re  
are  m a n y  o b je ctio n s  to  such  a course.

A  N a tio n a l A sso cia tio n  h as se ve ra l tim es been  su g g e ste d  111 t l . i

f>ast, b u t th e  id£ a lias n e ve r ta k e n  w ell. A  N a tio n a l A sso cia tio n , i f  i t  
ed  to  n a tio n a l u n ity  o f  a c tio n , w o u ld , p e rh a p s, h elp  th e  E x e rc ise  to  

g e t  on its  fe e t  a g a in , b u t o ld  a lle g ia n ce s  d ie  h a rd , an d  i t  m a y  b e  
d ifficu lt to  p e rsu a d e  r in g e rs  to  scra p  th e ir  co u n ty  a n d  d iocesan  
o rg a n isa tio n s .

I f  i£ is  su g g e ste d  th a t  th e y  b e  re ta in e d  a n d  a ffilia te d  to  a N a tio n a l 
A sso cia tio n , i t  m ig h t b e  a r g u e d  th a t  th e  C e n tr a l C ou n cil a lr e a d y  
sta n d s  in  th e  p ositio n  as th e  u n ify in g  b o d y . A n y h o w , M r. H o u sd en ’s 
su g g e stio n  op en s u p  a su b je c t w h ich  I  h op e w e m a y  see v e n tila te d  
a n d  d iscu ssed  in y o u r  co lu m n s. F . T . W I L L IA M S .

V I S I T O R S .
To the E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— W h ile  n o t d is a g re e in g  w ith  M r. A . V . D a v is ’ re m a rk s, 
w h ic h  to  a g r e a t  e x te n t  I  en d orse, w e  m u st n o t  lose s ig h t  o f  M r. 
F le tc h e r ’s a im , a s  y o u  so a b ly  p u t  i t  in  y o u r  le a d e r, w h ich  w a s  to  be 
o f  a ss ista n ce  to  th e  p ro v in c ia l v is ito r  to  L o n d o n  a n d  his d esire  to  
‘ t r y  ’ one o f  th e  L o n d o n  ch u rch es.

T h is  a im , in  itse lf , is  a  la u d a b le  one, b u t  i t  a lso  sm a c k s  o f  con­
serv a tism  in th e  L on d on  to w ers, a n d  M r. D a v is  g o e s  a s te p  fu r th e r  
an d  ca lls  i t  ‘ r in g in g  s n o b b e ry .’

P e rso n a lly , I  th in k  i t  is  (lie  ca re  o f th e  s ta n d a rd  o f  r in g in g  an d  
th e  tra d it io n s  w h ich  h a v e  been h an d ed  dow n th e  Lon don  ch u rch es 
w h ich  p rom p t th is  v iew .

O 11 th e  o th e r  h an d , th e  n e ce ssity  fo r  a  v is it in g  r in g e r  to  lia^ve to 
o b ta in  a  4 v is a  * o r  b e  d ire c te d  b y  a  se le c t  b o d y  o f  L o n d o n  r in g e rs  
seem s o u t o f  p la c e  in  th e  d e m o c ra c y  o f  r in g in g , w h ic h  h as becom e 
su ch  a  m a rk e d  fe a tu r e  o f  th e  E x erc ise .

F R E D E R I C K  E . P I T M A N .
40, T w e e d y  R o a d , B ro m le y , K e n t .
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B R O M L E Y  P A R IS H  C H U R C H .
L O S S  O P  T H E  O L D  P E A L  B O O K .

W e  are  v e r y  so rry  to  h e a r  t h a t  th e  o ld  p e a l b o o k  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  
B r o m le y  r in g e rs , w h ich  w a s re p o rte d  to  b e  sa fe  w h en  th e  ch u rch  w a s  
d e stro y e d  in  a n  a ir  l a id , is  d a m a g e d  b ey o n d  re p a ir .

W h en  th e  f e a r  o f a ir  ra id s  b ec a m e im m in en t th e  r in g e rs  to o k  p re ­
ca u tio n s  fo r  s a f e g u a r d in g  th e ir  p ro p e rty . T h e  h an d b ells  w ere  r e ­
m oved  to a p r iv a te  h ou se a n d  th e y  a re  safe . F o r  th e  f a r  m ore 
v a lu a b le  p e a l book p erm ission  w a s  so u g h t to  h a v e  it p la c e d  in  th e  
ch u rch  sa fe , w h ich  w a s  g ra n te d . B u t th e  church  official to  w hom  il  
w a s  g iv e n , in s te a d  o f p u tt in g  it  in sid e  th e  sa fe , ju s t  la id  i t  on the 
to p , a n d  w hen  th e  ch u rch  w a s  b low n  to  b its  b y  a b o m b  110 th o u g h t 
w a s  g iv e n  to  it . I t  w a s le ft  e x p o sed  to  th e  w e a th e r  a n d  h as been  
ru in ed  b y  ra in  w a te r .

T h e  book d a te d  fro m  th e  la t t e r  y e a r s  of th e  e ig h te e n th  ce n tu ry  
an d  record ed  th e  p e rfo rm a n ce s  o f  th e  B ro m ley  Y o u th s , a  s k ilfu l an d  
e n e rg e tic  co m p a n y  w ho fro m  th e  y e a r  1773, in w h ic h  th e y  com m enced, 
u n ti l w ell in to  th e  fo llo w in g  c e n tu r y  w e re  a c tiv e  p e a l r in g e rs . T h e ir  
first p eal w a s  5,040 B o b  M a jo r  on  S e p te m b e r 22nd, 1774, ,.n d  th e y  
fo llo w ed  i t  u p  w ith  m a n y  m ore in  th e  sam e m e th o d  a n d  o f  G ra n d sire  
a n d  U n io n  T r ip le s  an d  O x fo rd  T re b le  B o b  M a jo r , ru n g  n ot o n ly  in 
th e ir  ow n s te e p le , b u t in m a n y  o th e r  p laces, one so f a r  a fie ld  a s  H e r t­
fo rd . A m o n g  th e ir  m ost n o ta b le  a ch ievem en ts w ere  12,672 B o b  M a jo r  
in 1783, th e  -first p e a l o f R e a l D o u b le  B o b  M a jo r  w ith  tw o  bobs h\ a 
lea d , th e  first m u ffled  five-th o u sa n d , a n d  th e  f ir s t  ‘ J o h n  ' p ea l.

F o r  m a n y  y e a rs  W illia m  C h a p m a n  w a s th e ir  le a d e r  and  co n d u cto r. 
H e w a s  a c a rp e n te r  b y  tr a d e  an d  i t  w a s  fo r  h im  th a t  th e  m uffled  
p e a l w a s  ru n g .

O u tsid e  th e  L o n d o n  so cie ties  th e re  w ere  verv  fe w  o r ig in a l p e a l bo o k s 
w h ich  cou ld  co m p a re  w ith  th is  in h isto ric a l in te re st a n d  v a lu e , an d  
i t s  loss is v e r y  m uch to b e  re g re tte d .

T h e  in c id en t an d  th e  d e stru c tio n  o f th e  bells a t  S t .  C lem en t D a n e s ’ 
show  t h a t  i t  is  n o t en o u g h  to  ta k e  p reca u tio n s. R in g e r s  m u st see  th at 
th e  p re ca u tio n s  are< effic ien t ones.

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C I A T I O N .
M E E T IN G  A T  A P S L E Y .

A  sm a ll b u t v e r y  e n jo y a b le  m e e tin g  o f  the W e ste rn  D is tr ic t  o f the 
H e r tfo r d  C o u n ty  A sso cia tio n  w a s h eld  a t  A p s le y  on S a tu r d a y .

T h e  m em b ers m et a t  th e  W o o d b a rn e rs  O a f e a t  4 o ’ clock  a n d  d is­
cu ssed  co n d ition s in  th e  d is tr ic f, m a d e  in q u ir ies  ab o u t o th e r  m em b ers 
an d  re c a lle d  o th e r s ifn ila r  occasion s.

M r F . J .  R e e v e , o f  T r in g , p resid ed  o v e r  th e  v e r y  in fo rm a l 
fo rm a litie s .

T h e  m em b ers stood  m  silen ce  a s  a  t r ib u te  to  th e  m em o ry  o f  th e  la te  
p re sid e n t, M r. C . H . H o rto n , a n d  o f  M r. H e n ry  G o ld in g .

T h e  s e c r e ta r y  w as a s k e d  to  co n tin u e  his efforts to  o b ta in  use o f  th e  
bells  at S t .  M a r y ’s, H em el H e m p ste a d , fo r  silent p ra c tic e . T h e  V ic a r  
has a lr e a d y  g ivefi p erm ission  fo r  th e  ton gu es o f  th e  b a ck  s ix  to  be 
ta k e n  o u t, but th e  H om e G u a rd  re fu se  to  h a n d  o v e r  th e  k e y s , as
* th e y  a re  in  c h a rg e  o f th e  to w e r .’

A ll hough fu ll e x p la n a tio n  has been  g iven  b v  th e  d is tr ic t se c r e ta r y  
o f  th e  in te n tio n s, an d  th e  re sp o n sib ility  accep ted  fo r  th e re  b e in g  no 
re s u lta n t sound, th e  H om e G u a rd  rem ain  a d a m a n t. F a ilin g  a n y  s a t is ­
fa c to r y  a g re e m e n t, th e  s e c r e ta r y  w a s  ask ed  to  o b ta in  .in fo r m a tio n  
fro m  h ig h er a u th o r ity .

A  reso lu tio n  w a s  p assed  fo r  sub m issio n  to  th e  G e n e ra l C o m m itte e  
th a t in v ie w  o f  th e  fin a n cia l position  o f  the a sso ciation  an d  also  o f 
th e  s c a r c ity  o f  p a p e r, th e  a n n u a l re p o r t  shall n o t1 be p rin te d  u n til th e  
en d  o f h o st ilit ie s .’

T h e  c a r e  o f  b ells  an d  ro p es w as discussed, m em b ers b e in g  u r« ed  to 
g iv e  b o th  r e g u la r  a tte n tio n .

A  lis t o f  18 d is tr ic t m em b ers se rv in g  w ith  th e  F o rces  w a s  com piled
T h e  m em b ers w ere  d e lig h te d  to' h a v e  w ith , th em  S a p p e r  F  J 

T o m p k in s, R .E ., o f  th e  A p s le y  b a n d , on lea ve  fro m  ‘ so m ew h ere  in 
S c o tla n d .

T e a  w a s  th e  n e xt ite m — sa u sa g e  a n d  m ash— v e ry  w ell served  an d  
re c e ive d  d u e a tte n tio n .

T h e  lia n d b ells  w ere  th en  b ro u g h t in to  use u n til 6.30, w hen  th e  com ­
p a n y  a d jo u rn e d . T h e  c a fe  p ro p r ie to r  h a d  kep t open d u rin g  th e  a f t e r ­
noon fo r  th e  b en efit o f  th e ' m em b ers, a n d  w as co rd ia lly  th a n k e d

A n o th e r  m e e tin g  w ill be a r ra n g e d  in  th e  N e w  Y e a r .

W A R K T O N  B E L L R I N G E R S  W E D D IN G
• On S a tu r d a y , N o v e m b e r 15th , a t  A ll  S a in ts ’ C h u rch , S to n e y c ro ft  
L ive rp o o l, M r. A rc h ib a ld  S ta n le y  T o se la n d  w as m a rr ie d  to  M iss M a r­
g a re t D odd , o f  G o rto n  R o a d , L ive rp o o l. T h e b rid eg ro o m , w ho is  th e  
y o u n g e st son  o f  M r. a n d  M rs. G . T o se la n d , o f W a r k to n , is a  m em b er 
o f th e  local co m p a n y  o f  r in g e rs , an d  also  o f th e  local H om e G u a rd  
T h e  b rid e  is  t^ie o n ly  d a u g h te r  o f M rs. and  th e  la te  M r. E d w a rd  D odd  

T h e  ce re m o n y  w a s  p e rfo r m e d  b y  th e  R e v ' E . B . W h it le y  a n d  tw o 
h ym n s, ‘ O  p e rfe c t  lo v e  ’ a n d  ‘ F o r  th e  b e a u ty  o f  th e  e a r th ,’ ‘ w ere  s u n "  

T h e  b rid e  w a s  g iv e n  a w a y  b y  h e r  b ro th er, M r. P a u l D o d d , a n d  th e  
b rid esm a id  w a s  M iss E liz a b e th  W r ig h t , her cou sin . M r N o rm a n  
F e rr is  (a fr ie n d  o f th e  b rid eg ro o m ), o f  K e tte r in g , w a s b e st m an 

A f t e r  th e  rec ep tio n  th e  h a p p y  co u p le  le ft fo r  R h os-on -Sea fo r  th e  
honeym oon. 4

A m o n g st th e  p re se n ts  rece ived  w a s a n  electric ta b le  la m p  fro m  th e  
R e c to r  a n d  r in g e rs  o f  S t .  E d m u n d ’s, W a rk to n .

S T E D M A N S  B E L L S .
TER CENTEN AR Y CELEBRATION RECALLED.
T o -d a y  is  th e  te n th  a n n iv e rs a ry  o f  th e  te r c e n te n a ry  c e le b ra tio n  a t 

C a m b r id g e  o f  th e  b ir th  o f  F a  m an S te d m a n . T h e  ev e n t aroused  
u n iv e rsa l in te r e s t  th ro u gh o u t th e  E xerc ise  an d  w a s m a rk e d  in m an y 
p a r ts  o f th e  c o u n try  b y  th e  r in g in g  o f  p ea ls  o f  S te d m a n  D o u b les, 
T rip le s , C a te fs  a n d  .C in q u e s.

In  C a m b r id g e  itse lf  o ver th re e  h u n d red  r in g e rs  g a th e re d  re p re ­
s e n tin g  n e a r ly  a l l  th e  a sso ciation s to  do h o n o u r to  th e  m em o ry o f  th e  
g re a t p ion eer, th e  c e n tra l p a rt o f  'th e  ce le b ra tio n  b e in g  a serv ice  at 
S t . B e l i e f s ’C h u rc h , w h e r e  th e  bells w ere  re d e d ic a te d  a f t e r  ren o va tio n .

A t  th e  sole cost o f r in g e rs  th ro u g h o u t th e  le n g th  and  b re a d th  o f 
th e  la n d  a n d  oversea s, th e  a n c ie n t S a x o n  to w e r h ad  been resto red , 
an d  th e  six  b ells , five o f  w h ich  w ere  th e r e  in  S te d m a n ’s tim e , re h u n g

ST. BENET ’S SAXON TOWER.

in  th e  m assive  o ld  o a k  fra m e  w h ich , fo r  th e  p ro te ctio n  o f  th e  to w er, 
w a s  b ro u g h t m a n y  fe e t lo w e r dow n a n d  q u a rte r  tu rn e d .

I t  w as on th e se  b e lls  th a t S te d m a n  h im se lf h ad  p ra c tise d  ch a n g e  
r in g in g , an d  th e  ta b le t  011 th e  w a ll o f th e  to w e r w h ich  co m m em o ra tes 
th e  te r c e n te n a ry  b e e rs  th e  fo llo w in g  in s c r ip t io n :—

T O  T H E  G L O R Y  O F  G O D  
A N D  T O  C O M M E M O R A T E  T H E  T E R C E N T E N A R Y  O F  T H E  
B I R T H  O F  F A B I A N  S T E D M A N  O F  C A M B R I D G E  A  R I N G E R  
A T  T H I S  C H U R C H  W H O  B Y  H I S  L A B O U R S  L A I D  T H E  
F O U N D A T IO N  O F  T H E  A R T  O F  C H A N G E  R IN G IN G  T H E  
B E L L S  I N  T H I S  T O W E R  W E R E  R E S T O R E D  B Y  T H E  
R I N G E R S  O F  G R E A T  B R I T A I N  I R E L A N D  A N D  O V E R ­
S E A S .

D E C E M B E R  1951
T h e  serv ice  w a s  co n d u cted  b y  th e  V ic a r  (th e  R e v . W . G reen w oo d ), 

th e  -dedication  p erform ed  b y  th e  R u ra l D e a n  (C anon  A d a m s) in th e  
a b sen ce  o f  th e  A rch d e a c o n  o f E ly , a n d  th e  serm on  p rea c h ed  b y  C anon
G . F . C o lerid g e .

T h e  r in g in g  w h ich  fo llo w e d  w a s  first done b y  re p re se n ta tiv e  b an ds, 
a n d  a fte r w a r d s  e v ery o n e  w ho w ish ed  h ad  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  tr y in g  
o u t  th e  b ells , w h ich  th e  V ie a r  sa id  not o n ly  b e lo n g ed  to  th e  p arish , 
but w o u ld  b e  held  in tru st fo r  th e  w h ole  w o rld  o f  rin g ers .

F u r th e r  re fe re n c e  to  F a b ia n  S ted m a n  w ill b e  fo u n d  in  o u r le a d in g  
article.
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W H E N  T H E  C H U R C H  B E L L  R A N G .
A  V I L L A G E  IN C I D E N T .

A  co rresp o n d en t ii\ ‘ T h e  C h u rc h  T i m e s ’ te lls  a t a le  o f  w h a t h a p ­
p en ed  r e c e n tly  in  a  c o u n try  v illa g e , as  an  illu s tra tio n  o f  th e  v a lu e  of 
ch u rch  b ells  fo r  g iv in g  a n  a la rm .

T h e  a le rtn e ss  o f  th e  H om e G u a r d  d e ta ch m e n t in  a v illa g e  j u s f  o u t­
sid e  N o rth a m p to n  re c e ive d  an  u n re h e a rse d  te s t  w h en  th e  v e rg e r  w as 
a c c id e n ta lly  lo ck ed  in  th e  ch u rch . T h e  v e rg e r  h a d  go n e u p  th e  to w er
io  a t te n d  to  th e  c lo ck , u n n o tic ed  b y  th e  p a rish  p rie st, w ho w a s sa y in g  
E ven son g  b y  h im self in  th e  ch o ir. T h e  p orch  jja te s  a re  fitte d  w ith  
b lack -ou t s h u tte rs  as a  lig h t  lock  fo r  th e  o n ly  d o or o f  th e  ch u rch  in  
use, a n d  th ese  th e  R e c to r  d u ly  p ad lo ck e d  b eh in d  him  as  u su al at 
t l ie  conclusion  o f th e  se rv ice . 'W h e n  th e  lu ck less v e rg e r  in tu rn  tr ie d  
to  le a v e  th e  b u ild in g  h e  fo u n d  h im self a p riso n er.

T h e  o n ly  p eop le  to  p ass th ro u g h  th e  c h u r c h y a r d  d u rin g  th e  n e x t 
h a lf-h o u r w e re  som e ch ild ren , w ho p ro m p tly  to o k  to  th e ir  h ee ls  w h en  
th e  v e r g e r  c a lle d  o u t to  th e m , e v id e n tly  ‘ th in k in g  th ie v e s  w ere  in  
th e  house o f  p r a y e r . ’ I t  w a s  b y  n o w  n e a r ly  d a r k  an d , r a th e r  th a n  
r is k  a  com fortless" n ig h t  in  th e  ch u rch , th e  v e rg e r  th o u g h t h is  p re d ic a ­
m e n t ju s tifie d  him  in  r in g in g  a fe w  stro k e s  011 on e o f th e  b e lls .

T h e re  w as an  im m e d ia te  resp on se. H om e G u a rd sm e n  ca m e a t  th e  
d o u b le  fro m  fie ld  a n d  a l lo t m e n t , . n ig h t  W orkers w a it in g  * fo r  th e  
N o rth a m p to n  bus sw elled  th e  p a ra d e  an d , fro m  a n e a r b y  C ottage, 
th e  h o u sew ife  b ro u g h t u p  th e  re a r  w ith  a  s tir r u p  p u m p . T h e  on ly  
m an  in  th e  v illa g e  u n a w a re  o f  w h a t w a s  ta k in g  p la c e  u n til th e  n e x t 
d a y  w a s  th e  u n w ittin g  ca u se  o f  th e  bu sin ess— th e p a rish  p rie st.

A n y  d o u b ts  a s  to  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  ch u rch  b e ll as  a w a rn in g  s ig n a l 
h a v e  c e r ta in ly  b een  d isp e lle d  b y  th e  in c id e n t an d , th o u g h  th e  v e r g e r  
w a s p erh a p s g u il ty  o f a  te c h n ica l o ffen ce, th e  H om e G u a rd  C o m m a n d er 
an d  his m en r ig h t ly  r e g a r d  i t  as a  p ro o f o f  th e ir  p re p a re d n e ss  i f  th e  
a la rm  h as to  be g iv e n  fo r  even  m o re  seriou s purposes.

H A N D L I N G  A  B E L L .
S L O V E N L Y  R I N G I N G  A N D  B A D  S T R I K I N G .

To th e E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— In  th e  issu e o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ fo r  N o ve m b e r 7 tli 

a r e  a few  lin es q u o ted  fro m  W illia m  S h ip w a y  re fe r r in g  to  th e  h a n d lin g  
o f  a  b e ll. I t  h a s  b een  m y  exp erien ce  to  n o tice  th e  a w k w a r d  s ty le s  
o f  m a n y  y o u n g  r in g e rs  in  th is  e sse n tia l d e t a i l ,  an d  I  h a v e  on severa l 
occasio n s spoken  to  th e  in d iv id u a l co n cern ed . I n  on e or tw o  in sta n ces  
th e y  h a v e  a p p re c ia te d  m y  k in d ly  a p p e a l to  th e m  to  a lte r  th e ir  s ty le , 
a l l to  th e ir  o w n  ben efit.

I  fa i l  to  see  how , fo r  in sta n ce , w ith  a  s ta n ce  w ith  b o th  fe e t  v e ry  
close  to g e th e r , a n d  s ta n d in g  u p r ig h t, m ore lik e  a  to y , w ith  no m o v e ­
m e n t o f  th e  b o d y  a t  a ll, th e y  ca n  h a n d le  th e ir  b e ll as i t  sh ou ld  be. 
T h is  s ty le  o f  r in g in g , in  m y  o p in io n , h as a  te n d e n c y  to  ca u se  b a d  
s tr ik in g . N o vices  sh ou ld  not b e  a llo w ed  to  r in g  ch a n g es  u n til th e y  
ca n  h a n d le  th e  rope a n d  com m an d  th e  b e ll p ro p e r ly . I  h a v e  even  
seen  S u r p r is e  r in g e rs  w h o  w o u ld  do w e ll to  a lte r  th e ir  s ty le  an d  
show  a l i t t le  m ore g ra ce fu ln e ss  in  h a n d lin g  a b e ll. T h e  so ld ipr on  th e  
p a r a d e  g ro u n d  h a s  o n ly  on e w a y  o f  d o in g  h is  d rills , a n d  t h a t ’s th e  
r ig h t  w a y , on th e  w o rd  o f  com m an d  a n d  th e  m ovem en t d o n e p e rfe c t ly . 
Y o u  w ill h e a r  th e  se rg e a n t b a w l o u t, A s yo u  w e r e ,’ a n d  th e  m ove­
m e n t h a s ^ o  be done a g a in ;  b u t n o t so th e  r in g e r , he h a s  th e  id ea  
t h a t  he w ill do i t  as he lik es, r ig h t  o r  w ro n g , g r a c e fu lly  o r  n ot.

I  w as ta u g h t  to  k e e p  m y h an d s close to g e th e r  a t  h a n d  an d  b a ck , 
fe e t  a  fe w  in ch es a p a r t ,  w ith  on e fo o t s lig h t ly  in  a d v a n c e  o f  th e  o th e r 
to  r e ta in  m y  b a la n c e , a n d  to  rea ch  u p  re a so n a b ly  h ig li w ith  m y  h an ds 
to  le t  m y  b e ll go  j u s t  o v e r  th e  b a la n c e  a n d  k e e p  h er u p  w hen  th e  
occasion  arose. I  d on ’ t c la im  to  b e  in fa llib le , b u t I  th in k  th e  w ords 
o f  S h ip w a y  m ig h t w e ll b e  re a d  a n d  d ig e ste d , an d  t h a t  s lo ve n ly  r in g ­
in g  b e  d isco u ra g e d .. * O N C E  A  N O V IC E .*

H E A V Y  R IN G  OF F IV E .
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— In  re p ly  to  ‘ E n q u ire r ,’ F e lm e rsh a m , B ed s, h a s  a h eavy 
r in g  o f five , te n o r  26} c w t. W e  r a p g  1,200 ch a n g e s  on th em  ab ou t
12  y e a rs  a g o , an d  I  b e lie v e  t h a t  w a s  th e  lo n g e st to u ch .

B lu m h a m , B ed s, h as five, te n o r  221 c w t., an d  a p e a l h a s  been  ru n g  
■there. B rcm h a m  C h u rc h , B ed s, is  tlie  o n ly  o n e  n a m e d  S t .  O w en  in 
E n g la n d  as f a r  as w e k n o w . A n o th e r  ch u rch  n am ed  S t .  O w en is in 
R o u en . I  h a v e  been to ld  t h a t  th e y  a re  th e  o n ly  tw o  ch u rch es know n 
o f  t h a t  n am e. T . I N S K I P .

38, K in g  S t r e e t ,  K e m p sto n , B ed s.

/ .

BELL ROPES
M A D E  F R O M  I T A L I A N  H E M P , O R  I T A L I A N  F L A X . 
S O F T  A N D  P L I A B L E  I N  H A N D . A L L  R O P E S  S E N T  

C A R R I A G E ' P A I D  A N D  O N  A P P R O V A L .
C h ea p  Q u o ta tio n *. E sta b lish e d  150 y e a rs . ’P h o n e  203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE works, crantham

G R A N D S IR E  C A T E R S .
THE DEVELOPM ENT OF COMPOSITION.

B y  E d g a r  C .  S h e p h e r d .
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p a g e  575.)

In Part 2 of Shipway’s ‘ Art of Ringing,’ the following 
touch of 900 is given by the bob leads. It is not, per­
haps, a very distinguished piece of work, but it is in­
teresting; for it is the earliest recorded touch of the In­

verted Tittums.' This placing of 789 
900. is not comparable to the Tittum posi- .
— —  tion, but it has been used with grand

23456789 effect in muffled ringing, and one feels
--------------  that Mr. Trollope is hardly fair when
53426798 2.4.5 he calls it very poor stuff.
34526 98 The Tittum Position and the Hand-
54623 87 stroke Home Position have never lost
64325 s87 their places as the supreme favourites 
36425 7-3 among Cater ringers. Nevertheless, 
62435 8-3 from the middle of the 19th century 
42536 87 composers experimented with other
54236 7-3 placings of the back bells. One of the 

earliest examples is found in Hubbard’s 
‘ Art of Ringing,’ 1876. The figures are No. 94 in the 
Central Council Collection of Peals. In a perfect three- 
part composition Hubbard uses in each part the positions 
798, 879, 987, 978, 897 and 789, with the 6th at home 
throughout. As a musical production it is perhaps not 
very striking, but it is interesting as an attempt to break 
away from the Annable tradition, and it probably pointed 
the waf to further and more successful experiments.

At the end of the century there was a veritable epi­
demic of Grandsire Cater compositions, and most of the 
possibilities of the Tittum Position were exhausted. Be­
tween 1892 and 1900, for instance, nearly one hundred 
c6mpositions were published, most of them aiming at the 
extent of the 6th at home or behind the 9th (or both), or 
else at securing these qualities in the smallest number of 
changes. *

In ‘ The Bell News ’ oT September 24th, 1898, ‘ Plain 
Speaker ’ wrote: ‘ W e iare getting a surfeit of composi­
tions of Grandsire Caters. To me they all seegi the same 
thing over and over again, and a knowing blade in this 
part of the science thinks so too.’ Despite this criticism 
it cannot be denied that some fine compositions were pro­
duced at this time. Indeed, as far as Tittum and Hand- 
stroke compositions are concerned one needs nothing 
better than these. ,

Composers of -the period took their work very seriously, 
and were fierce in the defence of their progeny. Thus, it 
is unfortunate that the correspondence columns of ‘ The 
Bell News ’ of the time-are disfigured by frequent contro­
versies and quarrels, often expressed in very inelegant 
terms, and conducted with acrimony vthat would not be 
tolerated to-day. Some good, of course, emerged from 
these heated arguments. In the first place public criti­
cism was keen and outspoken, and the standard of com­
position had to be high in order to avoid attack and ridi­
cule. Secondly, the desire to get ahead of rivals led to 
search for musical forms away from the Tittum and 
Handstroke Home positions. The results of this re­
search can be studied in ‘ The Bells News ’ and in the 
Central Council Collections of Peals, Part 1.

This peal collection was published in 1903. In ‘ The 
Ringing W orld ’ of June 6th, 1941, Mr. J. A, Trollope 

(C o n tin u e d  on n e x t  p a g e .)
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N O T I C E S .
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading- is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8  words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

*

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, December 
6th, at the Bell Foundry, Whitechapel Road, E . l ,a t
3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., 1, Eversfield Road, 
Reigate.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Tonbridge Dis­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Tunbridge Wells on 
Saturday, December 6th, when the accounts and balance’ 
sheet for 1941 will be presented. Service at St. Peter’s at

• 4 p.m. Tea (free) at 4.45 in the Parish Room. Eight 
silent bells will be available. There are a few more -sub-

■ scriptions owing, which the hon. district secretary would 
be glad to receive before the meeting.— T. Saunders, 
Hon. Dis. Sec., Peckham Bush, Paddock Wood.

O XFO R D  DIOCESAN G U IL D .— North Bucks 
Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Stony Strat­
ford on Saturday, December 6th. Handbells 3 p.m. Ser­
vice 3.30.— R. H. Howson, Hon. Sec., 19, Greenfield 
Road, Newport Pagnell, Bletchley.

BATH AND W ELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 
— Chew Deanery Branch.— The annual meeting will be 
held at Long Ashton on Saturday, December 6th. Bells 
(with silent apparatus) available 3 o’clock. Divine service
4.30.— Percy G. Yeo, Hon. Local Sec., Long Ashton. '

DUDLEY AND DISTRICT GUILD.— The next meet­
ing will be held at Sedgley on Saturday, December'6th. 
Bells available for ‘ silent ’ practice 3 p.m. Service 4.15.' 
Business meeting after.— J. Goodman, Hon. Sec., 45, 
Holcroft Street, Burnt Tree, Tipton.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— The 
annual meeting will be held at Stoke-on-Trent on Satur- 

__ day, December 13th, at 3 p.m. Tea at 5.30. Will those 
requiring tea kindly notify Mr. S. Churton, 1, Birks 
Street, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs, not later than December 
9th. All members and ringers welcome.— Andrew 
Thompson, 63, Whitehouse Road, Cross Heath, New- 
cystic Staffs

G L O U C E ST E R  & B R IS T O L  D IO CESA N  ASSO­
C IA T IO N .— Bristol City Branch.— The annual meeting 
of the Branch will be held on Saturday, December 13th, at 
the Haymarket Hotel (opposite St. James’). The business 
will include the election of officers for the ensuing year, 
presentation of annual accounts and ‘ Shall the Branch 
continue to hold its monthly meetings ? ’ Handbells 
available from 3 p.m. Tea and meeting to follow.— A. M. 
Tyler, Branch Hon/Sec.

GLOUCESTER A N £  BRISTOL ASSOCIATION.—  
Swindon Branch.— Annual branch meeting at Rodbourne 
Cheney Sunday School on Saturday, December 13th, at 
6 p.m. Handbells available.— W . B. Kynaston, 37, 
Vicarage Road, Swindon, Wilts.

O X F O R D  D IO CESA N  G U IL D . —  Central Bucks 
Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Waddesdon 
on Saturday, December 13th. Handbells from 3 p m . 
Tea 4 30 p.m. Service 6 p.m. All welcome.— F. Gibbard, 
30 Horn Street, Winslow, Bucks.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.— The address of Mr. J. E. 
Lewis Cockey, hon. secretary of the South and W est 
District of the Middlesex Association, is now Listoke, 1, 
Edgehill Road, Ealing, W .13.

F O R  S A L E .
‘ RINGING W O R L D S ,’ unbound, 1915-1941.— Offers

to Mrs. D. M. Driver, 60 ,'Coleman Road, Belvedere, 
Kept.

G R A N D S I R E  C A T E R S .
(C o n tin u ed  fro m  p re v io u s  p a g e .)  

discusses the book, ar)d of the Caters and Cinques sec­
tions he writes.' ‘ The peals of Grandsire Caters and 
Cinques had been collected by Arthur Knights, and evi­
dently were printed just as he sent them in. Davis and 
Carpenter had carefully corrected the proofs of their own 
figures, but apparently they never troubled whether 
Knights’ were corrected or not, or (as is most likely), 
they left the job to Dains. The result was 39 bad mis­
takes in the figures of 114 peals. That rendered the 
whole thing valueless for, of course, unless a conductor 
can have absolute confidence that the figures are accurate 
and true no collection is of any use to him.

4 The figures are given without any particular arrange­
ment, and in any case there is a sameness about peals of 
Grandsire Caters which makes a collection of them very 
uninteresting to the average ringer.’

This seems rather hard on the collection. It is true 
that the book contains many errors, and the student 
should take care to obtain the corrigenda leaflet 
now issued with each copy. Nevertheless the 100 peals 
of Grandsire Caters printed form a basis for much in­
teresting study; and their diversity of plans and musical 
arrangements (unequalled, perhaps, in any other method) 
is sufficient refutation of Mr. Trollope’s concluding re­
marks.

(T o  b e  co n tin u ed .)

B E L L S  IN  T H E  I S L E  O F  M A N .
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— T h e  to w e r  a t  P e e l w a s  ta k e n  d o w n  a n d  r e b u i lt  in  1911 
a n d  th e  sam e fra m e  w a s  p u t  b a c k . T h e  b e lls  w e re  c a s t  b y  W a rn e rs  
a n d  th e  te n o r  is  a b o u t 8 c w t. I  h a v e  h a d  a  t a lk  w ith  M r. Y o u n g , 
th e  fo rm e r le a d e r  o f  th e  b a n d , w h o  is  a n  o ld  m a n  n ow , a n d  he to ld  
m e th e  b e lls  w ere  p e a la b le , a n d  s a id  i f  I  w a n te d  th e m  fo r  a p eal 
a f t e r  th e  w a r  I  co u ld  h a v e  th em . T h e re  is  a  te n o r  b e ll h a n g in g  in  
th e  C h u rc h  o f  S t .  M in ia n ’s, D o u g la s . A  v e r y  im p o sin g  to w e r  o v e r­
lo o k in g  th e  b a y , th e  b e ll w a s  c a s t  b y  M e a rs  a n d  S ta in b a n k . T h e re  
is  no  o n e  in  th e  p a rish  w h o  ca n  r in g  i t ,  b u t  .t h e  g e n tle m a n  w h o  I  
m e t th e re  ta k e s  a  b ig  in te r e s t  in  b e lls  a n d  h e  h opes fo r  a p e a l o f  s ix  
som e d a y . H e  sa id  he w o u ld  lik e  to  h e a r  i t  ru n g  u p .

T h e re  is  also  a  p e a l o f  e ig h t  in  th e  n ew  ch u rch  a t  K ir k  B r a d d e n  
h u n g  d ead , a n d  I  am  to ld  th e re  is  a p e a l o f  five  a t  L e z a ry e s . T h e re  
a r e  som e rec o rd s  in  th e  m u seu m  a t  D o u g la s, b u t I  h a v e  n o t h a d  th e  
t im e  to  lo o k  th ro u g h  th e m . W . F A R R I M O N D .

C la r k e  S tr e e t , D o u g la s .

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T I M A T E S  S U B M I T T E D  FOR N E W  C L O C K S , C H IM E  A D D IT IO N S ,  R EPAIRS 
OR R E P A IN T IN G  O F  D IALS .



588 T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D . December 5th, 1941.

The Central Council Publications
T O  BE O B T A IN E D  P O ST FREE  

fr o m  th e  
R ev. E . S . P O W E L L , S ta v e r to n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n try

( . d .

C O L L E C T IO N  O F  P E A L S — S e c tio n  I I .  (P la in  B o b  and
D o a b le  O x fo rd  B ob)

C O L L E C T IO N  O F  P E A L S — S e c tio n  I I I .  (D o u b le  N o rw ich ) ... 

C O R R I G E N D A  L E A F L E T  issu ed  fr e e  w ith  th e  a b o v e  co llectio n s

C O L L E C T I O N  O F  T R I P L E 6  M E T H O D S  ......................................

R E P O R T  O F  C O N F E R E N C E  W I T H  S . P .A .B ..................................

C A R D  O F  I N S T R U C T I O N S  I N  T H E  C A R E  A N D  U S E  O F  
B E L L S  .. .  .. .  .. . ^ .. .. . . . .  . . .  . . .  .. . .. . . . .  . . . '  .. . 

M E T H O D  S H E E T S .— S te d m a n  a n d  G ra n d sire  T r ip le s  . . .  .. .
C a m b r id g e  S u r p rise  M a jo r  .....................
D o u b le  N o rw ich  an d  C a m b rid g e  C o v t
B r is to l S u rp ris e  M a jo r ..............................

H I N T S  T O  I N S T R U C T O R S  A N D  B E G I N N E R S  .....................
V A R I A T I O N  A N D  T R A N S P O S I T I O N  ............  .............................
C O L L E C T I O N  O F  D O U B L E S  A N D  M IN O R  M E T H O D S  (N ew  

E d itio n ) ............................................................................................................

9
9

O

6

•1 *
3
2
3
2
2
O

T h e  Jasper S now don  Series
REVISED PRICES.

1 BOPE-SIGHT,’ Is . lOd.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
oommencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ SCTSDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touohes and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages. 
‘ SURPRISE METHODS.’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F R A .S . Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All poet free, on »eceipt of postal order, from 
M i s s  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N  
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B rid g e , U lv e rsto n , L a n c s

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6|d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7|d. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

H A N D B O O K
POWELL.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’
by E. S. and M,

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Priee:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 /9  
(* copies for 15 /-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper oovers, 64-pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 / - ) .
O b tain able  on ly  p o st fre e  fro m  Rev. E. S. POWELL,

8 1 a  ve rt on V lo a r a je , n ear D aventry.

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLR0PE8’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
E at. 1 8 2 0  .. _ j .  ■*■■■ .. Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (hopes> Ltd .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O roar yo u r Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rices incre 
p re -w a r  q u a lity , and sen d  us y o u r old Bell R opes  

fo r  re p a irs  w h ilst n o t in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M A T S  A N D  BELL M U F F L E R S

S u ita b le  fo r  P re s e n ta t io n  o r  
W e d d in g  G if t

Correctly Modelled BELL IXKSTAND g a t ,  in Solid Silver

Diameter 2|in 2jin, 3»m. 3iin. 4in. 4iin. Sin. 5tfn  
Price iai}« 2 2 ys 2 8 / 6  3 3 /8  42/■ 5 2 /8  8 7 /8  7 i «

The 5in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optician

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SMITH of DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, I  ondon, 

and throughout the world.

John Sm ith  & S on s, M idland C lock  W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. No, D E R B Y  4 5 5 6 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the W oodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams
Buildings, London, E.C.4.
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HEAVIEST BELLS
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in
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S. AFRICA 
NEW ZEALAND
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Telephone 

Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

H E R T F O R D S H I R E  R E S O L U T IO N S
• The activity of the Watford District has been one of 

the most encouraging signs of life in the Hertford County 
Association during .the depression caused by the war. The 
district has met with considerable regularity and, while 
it has offered excellent opportunities for handbell practice 
by reason of the talented members who reside in the area, 
there must be something beyond this in its virility to con­
tinue to draw suCh excellent attendances at its meetings.
On the last occasion that the district met it developed 
discussions on more than more subject; at least some 
formal resolutions were adopted. One expressed a de­
sire for the publication in ‘ The Ringing World ’ of Dr. 
Slack’s two-part peal of Stedman Triples, as marking an 
important development in the history of the method. 
While agreeing that this peal is something new in com­
position, its ‘ importance ’ as a development of Stedman 
Triples is not, we think, so obvious. Let us not be mis­
understood. Dr. Slack’s peal is the outcpme of genius 
and skill, but it is not a development in composition which 
can have the effect, for instance, of the discovery of the 
twin-bob principle, or even of the application of odd-bob 
courses to peal construction. That, however, is not the 
reason why hitherto the figures of the peal have not ap- • 
peared in our columns. W e have felt that it would serve 
little if any useful purpose. To the ordinary reader, in­
deed even to the average conductor the mere printing of 
the figures would convey very little except the idea of an 
indigestible mass of six-ends. The peal has been called 
once, and few, if any, conductors, are likely to undertake 
it, again, except maybe to add it to their records as some­
thing of a freak performance. Those who want to call it 
for this purpose can always obtain the figures from manu­
script, and the composition might quite appropriately find 
a place in the Central Council library.

Another resolution of the meeting, and one which was 
carried unanimously, was an instruction to the district re­
presentatives on the association’s committee to oppose 
the payment of the next subscription to the Central Coun­
cil in view of the ‘ torpidity ’ of that body. It is true that 
the Council’s activities have been almost, if not entirely, 
suspended owing ta the war, but so have those of a good 
many associations, and it hardly seems loyal in days of 
stress to deny the. Council support merely because the war 
has made it impossible to hold the customary meetings. ’ 
After all, the subscription to the Council is little more 
than a ‘ token ’ contribution at any time, and while they 
complain of the ordinary members who make excuses in 
these days for not paying their dues, the associations 
themselves should set an example and meet their moral 

,  (C o n tin u e d  on- p a g e  590.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D ,1833). I

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Mahers of many of the largest and most Important Clocks 

in the World.
CLOCKS R EPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  RESTO RED .!

'THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k fle ld  T e r ra c e , B u rle y , Leeds.*

A nd a t  9 ,  A delphi C h a m b e r s , S h a k e sp e a r e  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 ,  C a rv e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o r h e a d , S h effie ld .

TH E  R IN G E R ’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
W ith name of your Association engraved 

— as Illustration, 

oct. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M ARKED  S IL V E R  ► . .  7/6 
G I L T  OR W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  41- 

Namfes or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, S E S V "
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of  the Art  
and learn how to practise it.

/ --------------------- --------------------------------------- — ----—  *

The System is fully explained in 

‘ METHOD SPLICIN G ,’ price 1/3 (post free) 
from * The Ringing: World ’ Office, 

LO W ER  PYR F0R D ROAD, W 0KINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of B E R M O N D S E Y  and PECK HAM .

M a k e r to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tu te , Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. ill bans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
b o ro u g h , Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

responsibilities. It will be all the easier to get going 
again after the war if the Central Council can function as 
a fully organised body immediately the opportunity oc­
curs. But if there are secessions now, time will be re­
quired to bring the Council back to its full representative 
strength at a moment when we may require it urgently to 
act as the mouthpiece of the Exercise in the days of recon­
struction. The attitude of the Watford District is, we 
feel, particularly regrettable in that it sets a bad example 
not only in Hertfordshire, but to members of other 
associations who may be thinking of the present rather 
than the future.

Having said this, we must add that we do feel that 
ringers generally would welcome some greater signs of 
life than the executive of the Council has shown. It is 
not so much evidence of persistent activity that is re­
quired, because that is rendered impossible by the de­
mands upon the members by the war effort, but it would 
be encouraging^from time to time to learn what "is going 
on quietly behmd the scenes, for we do know that the in­
terests of the Exercise have not been entirely neglected. 
If the Council as a body does not meet, it is only because 
it is felt that it would be wasted effort to try to call to­
gether a hundred or more members whose energies are 
bent on war work and who therefore could not give a 
couple of days each 'for such a purpose. That does not 
make it any the less desirably that the Exercise should 
know what the executive is doing to keep the organisa­
tion in being and in touch with the affairs which may 
have a serious influence on ringing in the future.

H A N D B E L L  P E A L S .
B U R G E S S  H I L L , S U S S E X .

T H E  S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T I O N .

On Sunday, November 30, 1941, in T w o H ours and Nineteen Minutes,
A t  R e s t o r m b i ,  1« n e s  L a n B j 

A P E A L  O F  BOB M A JO R , 5040 C H A N Q E 8 ;
M r s . F . I .  H a i r s .......................  1-2 I R . G o rd on  C r o ss  .............. 5-6
F r a n k  I .  H a ir s  ........................ 3-4 | M r s . R . G .  C ross  ..............  7-8

C o n d u cte d  b y  F ra n k  I .  H a ir s .,
.  B R I S T O L .

T H E  G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R I S T O L  D I O C E S A N  A S S O C IA T I O N .

( B r is t o l  G u il d  o f  H a n d b e l l  R in g e r s . )
On Tuesday, December 2, 1941, in Two H ours and F orty-O ne Minutes,

A t  2 1 , W a t h b n  R o a d , S t . A n d r e w ’ s ,
A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S '

P a r k e r ’ s T w e l v e -p a r t  (7th  ob se rv a tio n ). T e n o r  s ize  17 in  A .
R o y sto n  G . B r y a n t .............  1-2 I A l b e r t  M , T y l e r  .............. 5-6

• T h om as H a r r i s ....................... 3-4 | D o n a id  G . C l i f t ......................  7-8
C o n d u cte d  b y  A l b r r t  M . T y l e r .

*  F ir s t  h a n d b e ll p e a l a w a y  fro m  1-2. R u n g  to  co m m em o ra te  th e  
fo rm in g  o f  th e  G u ild  in  N o ve m b e r, 1940.

B U R G E S S  H I L L . S U S S E X .
T H E  S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T I O N .

On F tiday, December 5 , 1941, in T w o H ours and Sixteen Minutes,
A t  R k 'T O R M e l , J a n e s  L a n e ,

A P E A L  O F  B O B  M A JO R , SOM C H A N G E S )
T e n o r s ize  15  in  C .

E d w in  A . B a r n e t t  .............  1-2 I R . G o r d o n  C ro ss  .............. 5-6
F r a n k  I .  H a ir s  . . . ' .............  3-4 | M r s . F . I . H a i r s .......................  7-8

C on d u cted  b y  R . G o r t o n  C ro ss .

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN . FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established ISO years. 'Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM



December 12th, 1941. T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D . 591

• ‘ C L A V I S  C A M P A N O L O G I A .’
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p a g e  581.) 1

THE NAMES ON TH E TITLE PAGE.
William Jones cherished two great ambitions. One 

was to issue a really good book on ringing; the other 
was to be the most important and prominent man among 
London ringers. These two ambitions merged into each 
other and contributed to each other.

The leadership he aimed at was not the sort that Ben­
jamin Annable or George ,̂ Partrick had exercised. An- 

•nable was leader of the London Exercise by virtue of 
being the most skilful ringer, the best conductor, and the 
most outstanding composer. When he spoke men 
listened because they recognised him as an authority. 
Jones had no such qualifications. He was a good ringer, 
a competent conductor, and he knew something about 
composition, but there were several other men who far 
surpassed him in these things. He was no heavy-bell 
ringer, and he did not take part in any of the peals of 
outstanding merit, such as the Cambridge Surprise at St. 
Giles’-in-the-Fields, or the Stedman Caters at Horsley- 
down. What he aimed at was to be the patron of other 
ringers, to gefr together the most skilful band possible and 
to share vicariously in the glory of their achievements.

In this ambition he had no small degree (of success. 
Rather pompous and superior in manner and dictatorial 
in temper, for a time he dominated a large and important 
number of first-class ringers. There is nothing elsewhere 
like the record of fulsome flattery which the peal board at 
Horsleydown paid him— he at the time still living and a 
comparatively young man. ‘ May this panel (so it read) 
transmit their names (those of the men who rang in the 
peal) to posterity with that of the ingenious Mr. W . Jones 
(who did not take part) on whose abilities his inimitable 
commentaries so happily concludes with : Here the Cynic 
and the Panegyrist stop and join in eulogies to such dis­
tinguished merit.’

But the position was a radically unsound one. The 
leading London rirjgers were far too independent and in­
dividualistic and the traditions of the old companies, es­
pecially of the College Youths, far too strong for a patron 
to be permanently possible, and when the crisis came 
Jones’ ambitions and dreams of domination crumbled 
into nothing.

The character and personality of John Reeves are one 
of the enigmas of the history of London ringing. His 
record shows that he was a keen and skilful ringer j  we 
know that he had a first-class mathematical brain; and 
he ranks as one of the foremost composers of all time. 
But of the man himself we know almost nothing. He 
was born about 1740, and he died about 1820. He lived 
at Whitechapel or nearby; he joined the Cumberlands in 
1761; and from then until the time of his death he was 
one of the best-known ringers in the metropolis.

But what sort of a man he was, what his station in 
life, what his trade or occupation, what degree of educa­
tion he possessed— these things we do not know. There 
are no tales told about him, no traditions, no letters or 
manuscripts of his survive. At one time or another he 
held the foremost place in each of the leading companies 
except the ‘ junior’ Society of College Youths; but he 
never held that position for long, and the last ten years 
and more of his ringing career were spent in obscurity, 
only relieved by two performances of outstanding interest.

W e are rather compelled to suspect some defect or

, deficiency in the man’s make-up. It may have been a 
j  domineering or quarrelsome nature; or a bitter or sar- 
| castic tongue; or just merely coldness and lack of sym­
pathy which failed to attract men, and gave to his rivals 
a decisive advantage. It is significant that, though his 
peals v^ere widely know and widely rung, yet ringers in 
general seem to have been chary of allowing him any 
credit for them; his name is never mentioned as the com­
poser, except on one or two occasions when he himself 
called the bobs; and it was not until his old age that Ship- 
way in his book generously acknowledged his outstand­
ing merits.

Though the evidence is so very weak, I am inclined to 
think that Reeves belonged to the lower orders, that, like 
John Holt, he was without any particular education, and 
that his success was due to his natural abilities and to his 
industry.

To give an account of his ringing career would be to 
tell the tale of London ringing during the last fifty years 
of the eighteenth century, and that is outside my present 
subject. Nor do I propose to deal in any detail with his 
compositions which, however, will amply repay careful 
study. His first peal as composer and conductor was 
rung as early as 1764, and wa# one of Bob Major in three 
parts with sixty-six bobs only. This, we may reasonably 
conclude, was identical with one John Holt had called 
several years before, but it was the forerunner of a bril­
liant series of compositions.

Two years later tHfe London Youths rang a 6,608 in 
the same method, conducted by Thomas Harrison, and 
containing ‘ the full extent of changes with bobs on five 
bells.’ Reeves did not take part, nor was his name men­
tioned, but he was the composer. It was a very fine 
achievement, not only to produce such a peal at that early 
date, but especially to have proved that it was the extent. 
In merit the composition ranks with Holt’s Original. 
This wras only one of a very excellent group of Bob Major 
peals.

In the year 1767 Thomas Harrison called for the Lon­
don Youths at Lewisham a very interesting peal of Treble 
Bob Major. The length was 5,120, but it was a reduction 
of a five-part composition containing 6,400 changes and 
the sixty course-ends. The lead-ends are true, but men 
had not yet realised the necessity for proving the interior 
rows, and the peal is false. But only just so. By using 
the alternative calling in the last course of each part the 
repetitions can be avoided, and this will give John 
Reeves’ well-known five-part composition with 6,720 
changes and the sixty course-ends.

The peal is interesting for another thing. In its 
original 'form, though false for Major, it supplies the 
familiar four courses which have been usecPtime and 
again to produce the twelve course-ends with the sixth at 
home in Royal and Maximus. Ignorance of the liability 
to internal falseness no doubt spoilt most of Reeves’ early 
peals of Treble Bob, but later on he was to master the 
proof of the method with the tenors together, and to pro­
duce a splendid series covering practically the whoW range 
of composition in the method'as understood in his day.

For the making of a good book on change ringing, 
William Jones and John Reeves formed an almost perfect 
combination. Jones had literary ability, but it would have 
been futile without technical knowledge. Reeves had 
technical knowledge far beyond any other man of his 
time, but it would have been sterile without literary skill.

(C o n tin u e d  o n  n e x t  p a c e .)
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‘ C L A V I S  C A M P A N O L O G I A .’
JOHN REEVES AND THOMAS BLAKEMORE.

(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p re v io u s  p a g e .)

Where the one was most deficient, there the other was 
best equipped, and this fact not only clearly detoed their 
several roles, but ruled out any causes of d ilu te  and 
jealousy between the two.

The part played by Thomas Blakemore was a subordin­
ate one. A Piccadilly stationer and bookseller, he be­
longed to the lower middle classes, and necessarily had 
some education and knowledge of books. He was the 
publisher of the * Clavis,’ and his value to the combina­
tion lay in the fact that he understood the technique of 
putting a book together, of dealing with ihe printers, of 
proof reading and of securing subscribers.

But it may well be doubted whether he was content 
with his subordinate position. He was just as ambitious 
as the other two to be the leading ringer of the day. He 
probably looked on Reeves as his inferior, as people of 
the lower middle class did on people of the lower class, 
and he probably was not disposed to treat Jones as his 
superior as Reeves was. He was a composer and a con­
ductor, and in both roles his ambitions clashed with those 
of John Reeves. 0

Thomas Blakemore was the disruptive force among the 
authors of the ‘ Clavis.’ For five or six* years the three 
men worked together on the book and within, first the 
Society of London Youths, and then the ancient Society 
of College Youths. W e can imagine the growing jealousy 
and rivalry between Reeves and Blakemore, kept within 
bounds for long by the influence of William Jones, and 
then coming to a crisis after the Norwich visit, and end­
ing finally in a hot dispute and the break-up of the ancient 
Society of College Youths.

And now that the book was finished and on the mar­
ket, the three men parted company and went each his own 
way. All. three had yet many years to live as ringers, but 
they never again associated together, and probably never 
again so much as met. Reeves joined the Cumberland 
Youths, Blakemore became the leader of the reunited 
Society of College Youths. /

For William Jones these changes meant the end of his 
ambition to be the leading man in the London Exercise," 
and he accepted the situation completely and finally. He 
continued to be an active ringer for twenty years more, 
and rang several peals; but, except for a short time when 
he was a member of the Society of Cumberland Youths, 
he confined himself to the belfries of the western suburbs, 
and chiefly to Kensington, where apparently he lived. It 
is perhaps significant that, although both he and Reeves 
called peals for the Cumberlands in 1789 and 1791, the 
two did nwt take part together in any performance.

No doubt William Jones found compensation for his 
disappointments in the ‘ Clavis Campanalogia.’ The man 
who sees in print for the first time the book on which he 
has been working for years has a sense of pride and satis­
faction which is all his own, and which amply repays him 
for hiŝ  troubles and his set-backs. Here, Jones may well 
have thought, was his real claim to fame. Far better 
than any board at Horsleydown, the book would ‘ trans­
mit his name to posterity.’ But in this, too, he has been 
singularly unfortunate. The ‘ Clavis ’ was the most 
famous of all books on ringing, and was known to almost 
every member of the Exercise. The author was almost 
entirely forgotten.

For this there were two main reasons. Jones asso­
ciated two, other names v îth his own on the title page. 
The impression was created that the book was the work 
of a committee, and the idea of a committee suggests 
something impersonal. W e cannot, of course, say defi­
nitely what share and what responsibility each of the three 
men had in the book, but if Jones had followed modarn 
usage he probably would have put his own name on the 
title page as author, put Reeves’ name at the foot of the 
compositions, and acknowledged Blakemore’s help in the 
preface.

The second reason was that, while Jones ehose an ex­
traordinarily fine name for the book, one which appealed 
to the imagination of the Exercise, his own name ,was 
prosaic and commonplace to the last degree. W hy there 
should be something distinctive about such a name as 
Adam Smith or Samuel Johnson, and nothing at all about 
such a name as William Jones is hard to see; but so it 
is, and ringers always refer to the book as the ‘ Clavis,’ 
never as Jones’ book. Yet they, talk about Shipway’s 
book and Hubbard’s and Troyte’s ; and perhaps never 
know what titles those books actually possess.

As I have said, we cannot definitely sa^ how far the 
responsibility for the ‘ Clavis ’ as a whole is shared by 
the three authors, but the main contribution of each is 
clearly marked. Tradition has credited John Reeves with 
the authorship of all the compositions to which a name 
is not put. The book itself does not say so. What it 
does say is that ‘ {here will not be wanting those who 
may lay claim to some of our productions and charge us 
with plagiarism ; but should even that be the case, we do 
assure the candid and impartial public that whatever oc­
casion we have had of introducing anything not our own, 
we have always introduced its author, except the matter 
was too old to do it with tolerable certainty.’

The reference seems to be to the fact that other men 
had conducted as their own composition peals which are 
jisualiy considered to be by Reeves; and especially perhaps 
to the elder George Gross. Elsewhere in the book there 
is an oblique reference to a peal o f1 Grandsire Triples 
which Gross claimed to have been composed by him, but 
which, it is hinted, was only a simple variation of Holt’s 
ten-part.
*In the Cumberlands’ peal book the 12,000 of Treble 

Bob Royal rung at Shoreditch in 1784 is said to have 
been composed and called by Gross, and that probably 
was only one of several instances where Gross used 
Reeves’ work for his own purposes without ̂ acknowledg­
ment. Here, no doubt, is the cause of the jealousy and 
rivalry which undoubtedly existed between the'two men.

W e have not got Gross’ version of the matter, and as 
all but one or two of his compositions have perished we 
cannot give any definite opinion of his merits as a com­
poser ; but it is significant that Shipway who, though a 
younger man, was contemporaneous with Reeves and 
Gross and knew them both, ascribed in his book all the 
disputed peals to the former. I have, however, a sus­
picion that Gross, who was an ignorant and unlettered 
man, had snubbed Shipway when, as a novice, he asked 
him about composition.

B O U R N E M O U T H .— A t  S t . P e t e r ’ s H a ll on  N o v e m b e r  25tli, 501 
G ra n d s ir e  T r ip le s  : H . R . M itch e ll 1-2, M rs. F . J .  M a rsh a llsa y  (con­
d u cto r) 3-4, E . G . L . C o w a rd  5-6, F . S . W ilso n  7-8. O n D ece m b e r 2nd, 
a q u a rte r-p e a l o f  G ra n d sir e  D o u b le s : M rs. F . J . M a rsh a llsa y  1-2, 

\ E . G . L . C o w a rd  (con d u ctor) 3-4, F . S . W ilso n  5-6.
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S T Y L E  IN  R IN G IN G .
T o th e  E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— ‘ O n ce a  N o v ic e  ’ a p p e a rs  to  co n sid er t h a t  a  r in g e r , w h ose 
s ta n c e  ox s ty le  is  n o t  q u it e  as  th e  b o o k  p re scrib e s, is  a  s lo v e n ly  r in g e r  
a n d  a d v o c a te s  t h a t  a l l  r in g e rs  sh o u ld  r in g  th e ir  'b e lls  w i th  m ilita ry  
p recis io n .

W h ils t  a g re e in g  t h a t  s lo v e n ly  r in g in g  w h ic h  p ro d u c es  b a d  s tr ik in g  
is  to  b e  d isco u ra g e d , m y  ow n  v ie w  is  t h a t  th e  o n ly  t i lin g  t h a t  m a tte r s  
is  w h e th e r  th e  m an  a t  th e  r o p e ’s  en d  c a n  c o n tro l h is  b e l l  in  su c h  a  
w a y  t h a t  he ca n  s tr ik e  i t  p e r fe c t ly .

I f  b y  d e p a r t in g  fr o m  th e  te x t-b o o k  h e  c a n  r in g  m ore  c o m fo rta b ly  
fo r  lo n g  p e rio d s  a n d  .s tr ik e  h is  b e ll p e r fe c t ly  w h ils t  d o in g  so, I  see 
no rea so n  w h y  h e  sh o u ld  b e  c a lle d  a  s lo ve n ly  r in g e r .

T h e  illu s tr a t io n  o f th e  so ld ie r  a n d  h is  d rills  is  h a r d ly  f a i r  com ­
p a riso n  to  a p p ly  to  r in g e rs , s in ce  I  th in k  i t  is  g e n e r a lly  a c ce p te d  t h a t  
m ilit a r y  d isc ip lin e  is  fo u n d e d  o n  fe a r , a n d  I  fe e l su re  t h a t  n o  r in g e r  
w o u ld  a d v o c a te  b u lly in g  a  n o v ic e  in to  sh ap e.

M y  ow n  v ie w  is  t h a t  e a c h  r in g e r  m u st fo rm  h is  o w n  in d iv id u a l s ty le  
o f  h a n d lin g  a  b e ll, b u t t h a t  a l l 'm u s t  a d h e re  to  th e  so u n d  a d v ic e  g iv e n  
to  m e, ‘  H a v e  one e a r  u p  to p  a n d  o n e  d o w n  h e r e ,’ a n d  b e  a b le  to  
a c t  o n  w h a t  th e y  h e a r. J .  E . B A I L E Y .

D a r tfo r d .

H A N D B E L L S .
T o th e E d itor.

D e a r  S ir ,— N o w  t h a t  h a n d b e ll r in g in g  h a s  com e so m u ch  to  th e  
fo re , co u ld  w e  n o t h a v e  an  a r t ic le  o r  series  o f  a r tic le s  o n  th e  m a k ers  
o f  h a n d b e lls?  I  im a g in e  th e re  m u st h a v e  b een  m a n y  fa m o u s m a k e rs  
in  th e  p a s t. I  h a v e  a p e a l o f  28 m y s e lf  m ad e b y  on e o f  th e  S ym o n d - 
sons, a n d  I  a m  to ld  th e y  m u st b e  a t  le a s t  100 y e a r s  old.

T h e r e  m u st b e  m a n y  p e a ls  as  o ld  o r  o ld e r  a b o u t, a n d  m u ch  cou ld  
s u r e ly  b e  w r itte n  o f  th e m  w h ic h  w o u ld  in te r e s t  u s r in g e rs . In  clo sin g  
m a y  I  o ffe r  m y  h u m b le  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  on y o u r  effo rts  to  k e e p  ‘ T h e  
K in g in g  W o rld  ' so in te r e stin g .

H . J .  S A N G E R .
T h e  d iffic u lty  o f co m p ly in g  w ith  o u r  co rre sp o n d e n t’ s re q u e s t is  

t h a t  m a k e rs  o f  h a n d b e lls  h a v e  n o t le f t  th e ir  m a rk  u p on  th e  p ro d u c t 
o f  th e ir  h a n d ic r a ft  to  th e  sa m e  d e g re e  a s  th e  fo u n d e rs  o f  ch u rch  
b e lls , n e ith e r  h a v e  th e  b e lls  th e m se lv e s  s u rv iv e d  to  a n y th in g  l ik e  th e  
sa m e  e x te n t. T h e  co llectio n  o f  m a te r ia l fo r  a n  a r tic le  w o u ld  th u s  
b e  a  so m e w h a t d ifficu lt ta s k . I f ,  h o w e v e r, a n y  o f  o u r  re a d e rs  can  
co m p ly  w ith  M r. S a n g e r ’ s su g g e stio n  w e sh a ll b e  p le a se d  to  p u b lish  
i t .  P e rh a p s  som e o f  th e  p ossessors o f a n c ie n t p e a ls  o f  h a n d b e lls  
co u ld  sen d  u s d e ta ils  o f th e  b e lls  a n d  th e ir  m a k e r s .— E d ito r , ‘ R in g in g  
W o r ld .’

L E A V I N G  B E L L S  UP.
D O E S  I T  D O  H A R M ?

# '  T o th e  E ditor.
S ir ,— S o m e  o f  u s h a d  a- d iscussion  a  fe w  d a y s  ag o  a b o u t th e  b e lls  

a n d  w e r e  w o n d e rin g  i f  i t  d ifl a n y  in ju r y  to  le a v e  th e m  u p  fro m  
S u n d a y  to  S u n d a y  (a n y  o f  th e m  t h a t  w e r  " n o t  re q u ire d  fo r  th e  c lo ck  
o r a n y  o th e r  p u rp o se).

S o m e  o f  us d ecided  i t  w o u ld  in ju r e  th e  b e lls , a n d  se ve ra l s a id  t h a t  
i t  w o u ld  n o t. T h e re fo re , w e  w o u ld  b e  v e r y  gliuJ i f  y o u  w o u ld  le t  us 
h a v e  y o u r  o p in io n  on th e  m a tte r , also  w e  w o u ld  lik e  to  see y o u  p u b lish  
sam e ih  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r ld .’ J O H N  J O H N S T O N .

B r id g e  V ie w  H ou se, C lia p e lg o d , D u b lin .

D E A T H  O F  M R S .  F. W . J. R E E S .
‘ T h e  D a i ly  T e le g r a p h  ’ o f  D e ce m b e r 3 rd  an n o u n ced  th e  d e a th  on  

N o v e m b e r  30th, a t  S w a n a g e , o f  A lic e  H a w th o rn  R e e s, a t  th e  ag e  o f 98. 
M rs. R e e s  w a s  t h e  w id o w  o f F re d e r ic k  W . J . R ees, w ho 50 v e a rs  ago 
w a s  a  p ro m in e n t m e m b e r o f  th e  E x e rc ise . H e  h a d 'le a r n e d  to  r in g  
as  a  sch o o lb o y, a n d  a f t e r  25 y e a r s ’ se rv ic e  irt In d ia  re su m ed  his 
p r a c t ic e  o f  th e  a r t  on h is  r e tu r n  hom e.

H e  w a s  on e o f th e  e a r lie s t  m em b ers o f  th e  C e n tr a l C o u n cil, re p re ­
s e n tin g  th e  W in c h e s te r  D io cesa n  G u ild  u n ti l  1894 a n d  b e in g  an  
h o n o ra ry  m em b er fro m  1896 u n ti l  h is  d e a th  in  1903. H e  d id  m u ch  
o f  h is  r in g in g  a t  G u ild fo rd , w h e re  h e  g a v e  tw o  tr e b le s  to  S . N ic o la s ’ 
to  m a k e  a  p e a l o f  te n .

B A S I N G S T O K E  B O Y S  A T  H O M E .
O n S u n d a y , N o v e m b e r 30th, G u a rd sm a n  F .  M u n d a y , G .G ., P te . 

C . J .  M u n d a y , R .A .O .C .,  a n d  A .C . R on  K in g h a m , R .A .F . ,  fo u n d  
th e m se lv e s  h o m e fo r  a  fe w  h o u rs ’ le a v e  a t  th e  sam e tim e ,’ a n d  a 
h a n d b e ll p ra o tic e  w a s  q u ic k ly  iriadr- a g r e a t  o b je c t iv e . A  r a id  w a s  
m a d e  o n  th e  S e rg e a n t-M a jo r , H o m e  G u a rd , a n d  W . H ib b e r t  w a s  
t o m  a w a y  fr o m  h is  firesid e. A  go od  p r a c tic e  w a s  th e n  e n jo y e d , w ith  
to u c h e s , o f  S te d m a n  an d  G ra n d s ir e  T r ip le s  an d  B o b  M a jo r.’ T h e  
re u n io n  w a s  v e r y  e n jo y a b le .

A  w e e k  e a r lie r  C o rp l. E . G o w e r, R .E .,  w a s  h o m e  fo r  seven  d a y s , an d  
as  n o  h a n d b e ll r in g in g  w a s  a v a ila b le  in  B a s in g sto k e , h e  a n d  M iss 
J o y c e  C o ttr e ll  m a d e  th e  jo u r n e y  to  R e a d in g  a n d  to o k  p a r t  in  S te d m a n  
a n d  G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  th ere .

S e r g t .-P i lo t  D . N a sh , R .A .F . ,  is  n o w  d u e  h o m e fo r  seven  days? le a ve , 
a n d  th e  h o p e  o f  . a l l th e se  r in g e rs  o f  N o rth  H a m p sh ir e  is  to  fee a b le  
to  g e t  to g e th e r  a g a in  in  m ore s e tt le d  tim e s a n d  e n jo y  S ted m a n  C a te r s  
an d  C in q u e s  ‘  in  h an d  ’ a s  in  th e  d a y s  o f y o re . •

LOUGHBOROUGH

T H E

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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B E L F R Y  G O SSIP.
T h e  R t .  R e v . B e r tr a m  S im p son , S u ffr a g a n  B ish o p  o f  K e n s in g to n  

a n d  R e c to r  o f  S t . B o to lp h ’s, B ish o p sg a te , h as b een  n o m in a te d  to  th e  
S e e  o f  S o u th w a r k . D r . S im p son , w ho w a s  a t  on e tim e  R e c to r  o f  
S te p n e y , is  w e ll k n o w n  to  L o n d o n  r in g e rs . H e  is a  v ice -p re sid e n t o f  
th e  M id d lesex  C o u n ty  A sso cia tio n  a n d  h a s  m ore th a n  on ce p rea c h ed  a t  
th e ir  a n n u a l rfieetin gs.

T e n  y e a r s  ag o  to -d a y  th e  N o rw ic h  D io cesa n  A sso cia tio n  r a n g  11,264 
ch a n g e s  o f  D o u b le  N o rw ic h  C o u r t  B o b  M a jo r  a t  S a x lin g h a m  N eth e r-  
g a te . T h e  p e a l w a s  com posed  a n d  co n d u c te d  b y  M r. N o la n  G o ld en .

F i f t y  y e a r s  a g o  to -d a y  n in e  p e a ls  w e re  ru n g , on e in  ea c h  o f th e  
fo llo w in g  . B o b  T r ip le s , G ra n d s ir e  T r ip le s  S te d m a n  T rip le s , D a r la s to n  
B o b  T rip le s , B o b  M a jo r , K e n t  T r e b le  B od  M a jo r , O x fo rd  T r e b le  B o b  
M a jo r , D o u b le  N o rw ic h  M a jo r  a n d  K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  M a xim u s.

O n D e ce m b e r 8th , 1883, th e  C o lle g e  .Y o u th s  r a n g  a t  A ll  S a in ts ’ , 
F u lh a m , 1 1 ,1 1 1  ch a n g e s  o f  S te d m a n  Ce£ers, a t  th e  t im e  t h e  lo n g e st 
le n g th  in  th e  m e th o d . J a m e s  P e t t i t  co n d u cted ^  a n d  M r. F . E . D a w e ; 
th e  o n ly  su rv iv o r  .of th e  b a n d , r a n g  th e  second.

T h e  firs t  p e a l o£ E d in b u rg h  S u r p r ise  M a jo r  w a s  ru n g  b y  th e  S u ffo lk  
G u ild  a t  L e isto n  on D e ce m b e r 8th , 1923.

J o h n  C ox, fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  on e o f  th e  m ost p ro m in e n t m em b ers o f 
fh e  L o n d o n  E x ercise , w a s  b o rn  on D e c e m b e r 9 th , 1813.

O n  th e  sam e -d ate in  1833 th e  P a in sw ic k  b a n d  r a n g  th e  th e n  re c o rd  
le n g th  o f K e n t  T re b le  B o b  M a xim u s, 10,224 ch a n g es.

T h e  f irs t  p e a l a t  S t . P a u l ’s C a th e d r a l w a s ru n g  on D e ce m b e r 10th, 
1881. T h e  firs t  p e a l o f  R e a l D o u b le  G ra n d s ir e  C a te r s  w a s  r u n g  a t  
S t . M a g n u s ’ , L o n d o n  B r id g e , on  D e ce m b e r 10 th , 1770, a n d  on  th e  
sam e d a te  in  1934 th e  A u s tr a lia n  to u r is ts  ra n g  B o b  M a jo r  on  th e  
S o u th  In d ia n  O cean .

O n e  h u n d red  y e a rs  ag o  y e s te r d a y , th e  S o c ie ty  o f  C u m b e rla n d  Y o u th s  
ra n g  5,136 O x fo rd  T r e b le  B o b  M a xim u s a t  S t .  B r id e ’ s, F le e t  S tr e e t , 
th e  la s t  p e a l in  th e  m e th o d  in  th e  s te e p le . W h e n , w e  w o n d er, w ill 
th e  n e x t  b e  ru n g  th e r e ?

T o -d a y  is th e  n in e ty -th ird  a n n iv e rs a ry  o f  th e  lo n g  p e a l o f  S te d m a n  
C in q u es a t  B irm in g h a m , th e  firs t o u ts id e  L o n d o n .

T h e  s e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  B r is to l C it y  B r a n c h  o f  th e  G lo u c e ste r  a n d  
B r is to l A sso cia tio n  in ten d s to  re s ig n  a t  th e  a n n u a l m e e tin g  to-m orrow  
a n d  w ill th e re fo re  b e  g la d  to  re c e iv e  n o m in a tio n s  fo r  t h e  office.

H O L T S  O R I G I N A L  N O N -C O N D U C T E D .
C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  F R O M  O N E  O F  B A N D  O F  55 Y E A R S  A G O .

T o the E d itor.
D e a r  S ir ,— I  a m  m ost in te r e s te d  to  r e a d  in  y o u r  issu e o f 14 th  N o v e m ­

b er t h a t  a t  lo n g  la s t  H o lt ’s  O r ig in a l h a s  a g a in  b een  r u n g  on h a n d b e lls  
‘ non-con d u c te d ,' a n d  I  w ou ld  l ik e t i f  y o u  w ill so k in d ly  a llo w  m e th e  
h o s p ita lity  o f  y o u r  co lu m q s, p u b lic ly  to  o ffer h e a r ty  co n g ra tu la t io n s  
to  th e  r in g e rs , M essrs. T u rh e r , W illia m s , T h o m a s a n d  C li f t ,  on th e ir  
success.

I  u n d e rsta n d  fro m  M r. H u g h e s  t h a t  n o t o n ly  w a s  th e  p e a l acco m ­
p lish e d  w ith o u t a  s lip , b u t  th a t ,  w h a t  is  also v e r y  im p o rta n t, th e  
bells w ere  w e ll ru n g .

O n M a rch  1 1 th  n e x t  i t  w ill b e  55 y e a r s  s in ce  M essrs. W in n e y , 
M c L a u g h lin , B u c k in g h a m  an d  I  r a n g  th e  p e a l, a n d  i t  re m a in s  w ith  
m e a p rou d  m em o ry  as th e  b e s t  p e a l I  e v e r  r a n g , a n d  I  t r u s t  i t  m a y  
lo n g  so re m a in  w ith  th e  p re s e n t b an d. J O H N  C  ̂ M I T C H E L L .

126, C a n te r b u r y  G ro v e , S .E .2 7 .

B R O M L E Y  P A R I S H  C H U R C H .
T H E  L O S T  P E A L  B O O K .

To th e E ditor.
S ir ,— I  n o tice  y o u r  re m a r k s  co n c e rn in g  B r o m le y  P a r is h  C h u rc h , its  

b e lls  a n d  p e a l books. A s  I  w r ite  I  h a v e  b e fo re  m e th e  sa d  sp e c ta c le  
o f th e  rem a in s  o f  th e  h isto ric  p eal b o o k  c o n ta in in g  th e  re c o rd s  o f  p eals  
ru n g  s in ce  1773. O u r ch u rch  a u th o r itie s  h a v e  k in d ly  c a lle d  in  an  
e x p e r t to  in s p e c t a n d  r e p o r t  on  th e  d a m a g e  ca u se d  b y  w a te r  and  
exp o su re. T h e  co st o f th e  b e s t  tr e a tm e n t fo r  th ese  h is to ric a l p a g e s  
w o u ld  b e  h ig h  (a b o u t £150)* an d  w o u ld  o n ly  b e  g u a r a n te e d  fo r  a  p e n o d  
o f  a b o u t fiv e  y e a rs . O u r  ch u rch  a n d  b e lls  h a v e  b een  d e stro y e d  an d  
w e r in g e rs  re a lise  t h a t  w e  sh a ll r e t a in  th e se  re m n a n ts  o n ly  fo r  a 
sh o rt w h ile , b u t  b e fo re  th e  ‘ la s t  rites* ’ ce rem o n y  I  sh all' e n d e a v o u r to  
se cu re  cop ies o f  th e  p e a ls  (w h ere  possib le) w h ic h  t h e  b o o k  co n ta in s .

P .  S P IC E ,
S e c r e ta r y , S o c ie ty  o f  B r o m le y  Y o u th s .

W . D. C R O F T S  M A N U S C R I P T S .
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— I n  a n sw e r to  th e  q u e stio n  o f  P la in  B o b  T r ip le s  r u n g  b y  
W . D . C ro fts , th e  m eth o d  Is n o t  m e n tio n e d  in  his m a n u scr ip t, b u t 
th e re  is  a  m e th o d  n am ed  D o u b le  B o b  T rip le s , w ith  m e th o d ,. tou ches 
a n d  a  5,040.

A lso  th e re  is  a  m e th o d  c a lle d  G a th e rn s  T rip p le s , com posed  in  17 17  
a n d  ru n g  a t  N o rw ic h  in  1718, th e  firs t o f  it s  k in d  e v e r  ru n g  w ith  tw o  
D o u b le s . R u n g  in  L o n d o n  1719 . I s  th is  t h e  m eth o d  a n d  p e a l in  
q u e stio n ?  I f  so, th e  fig u re s  o f  th e  5,040 a r e  a l l  in  th e  m a n u scr ip t.

I  sh a ll b e  p le a se d  to  b e  o f  a n y  se rv ic e  I  can .
F R E D E R I C K  A . S A L T E R .

110, N o e l S t r e e t ,  N o tt in g h a m .
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L O N D O N  C I T Y  C H U R C H E S .
G O T H I C  A R C H I T E C T U R E .

To th e E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— In  r e p ly  to  y o u r c o rre sp o n d e n t ‘ X , ’ m a y  I  s a y  t h a t  m y  

re m a r k s  r e  S t .  ]£ a ry  A ld e r m a r y  w e re  in te n d e d  to  a p p ly  to  th e  e x te r io r  
o f  th e  ch u rch . I  h ave  n o t b een  in sid e  fo r  som e y e a rs , a n d  do n o t 
r e c o lle c t  th e  d e ta ils . I  d o  110£ a t te m p t to  d e fe n d  la th  a n d  p la s te r  
v a u lt in g , o r  to  s u g g e s t t h a t  W r e n ’s  G o th ic  is  co m p a ra b le  w i th  th e  
b e s t  o f  th e  anfcient ex am p les .

W r e n ’s G o th ic  to w e rs  a r e  u s u a lly  o f  g o o d  o u tlin e  a n d  p rop o rtio n s, 
b u t  so m etim es d is p la y  in con g ru o u s d e ta il, a s  a t  W e s tm in s te r  A b b e y , 
w h e re  I t a l ia n  fe a tu r e s  c r e p t  in . A d m it te d ly  th e  to w e r  o f S t .  M a ry  
A ld e r m a r y  is r a th e r  m on oton ou s in  d esig n , a n d  m ig h t  h a v e  b een  
im p r o v e d  b y  e x te rn a l o ffsets, w h ic h  w o u ld  a t  le a s t  h a v e  g iv e n  th e  
a p p e a ra n c e  o f  s tr e n g th . A s  I  h a v e  a lr e a d y  m en tio n ed , i t  h as su ffered  
b y  th e  loss o f  th e  te r m in a ls  o f  th e  p in n a cle s , w h ic h  w e r e  o f n o  g r e a t  
b e a u ty  in  th em selv es , b u t  g a v e  a  k in d  o f  ‘ fin ish  ’ t o  th e  co m p o sition .

I  am  n o t  so su re  t h a t  th is  to w e r  w o u ld  b e  u n s u ita b le  fo r  b e lls  a t  
le a s t  o f  m o d e ra te  w e ig h t ;  i t  p r o b a b ly  co m p a res fa v o u r a b ly  in  s tr e n g th  
w ith  th e  to w e r  o f S t .  D u n s ta n ’s-in -th e -E a st, w h ic h  is  v e r y  l ig h t ly  
b u ilt , y e t  a c co m m o d a te d  a  p e a l w ith  a  24- c w t. te n o r  w ith  re m a r k a b ly  
l i t t l e  o sc illa tio n .

T h e  s ite  o f  S t . M a ry  A ld e r m a r y  w a s s p o ilt  m a n y  y^ a rs a g o  b y  th e  
e re c tio n  on  th e  c h u r c h y a r d  o f  a n  u n s ig h tly  office b u ild in g , w h ic h  
p re v e n ts  a  p ro p e r  v ie w  o f  th e  ch u rch  a n d  to w e r  fr o m  a n y  p o in t. 
T h e  o r ig in a l a p p e a ra n c e  is  fo r tu n a te ly  re c o rd e d  b y  o ld  p h o to g r a p h s ; I  
b e lie v e  o n e  c a n  s till  b e  seen  in  a  p la c e  o f  r e fr e s h m e n t e n te r e d  fro m  
B o w  Lane., im m e d ia te ly  o p p o s ite  th e  to w e r . T h is  g iv e s  a m u ch  b e t te r  
im p ressio n  th a n  w e  g e t  a t  th e  p re se n t d a y . I  d o n ’t  a g r e e  w ith  ‘ X  ’ 
t h a t  e ith e r  S t .  D u n s ta n ’s o r  S t . M agnus* w o u ld  h a v e  b een  m ore 
s u ita b le  fo r  th e  p ositio n .

S u c h  ch u rch es a s  S t . M a r y  A ld e r m a r y  sh o w  t h a t  o u r lo v e  o f  p o in ted  
a r c h ite c tu r e  h as n e v e r  q u ite  d ie d  o u t, th e u g h  fo r  a  p e rio d  th e  
‘ G o th ic  ’ w a s  lo o k e d  u p on  a s  b a r b a r ic : th is  w a s  so to  som e e x te n t  'in 
W r e n ’s d a y  ( th o u g h  W r e n  a p p re c ia te d  th e  co n stru ctio n a l in g e n u ity  
o f  th e  a n c ie n t b u ild ers). E v e n  su ch  ch u rch es as  S t . D u n s ta n ’s-in-the- 
W e s t  $nd S t .  L u k e ’s, C h elsea , b u il t  w h e n  ch u rch  a r c h ite c tu r e  w a s  in  
v e r y  lo w  .w a te r , a r e  in te r e s t in g  as  co n n e ctin g  lin k s  b e tw e e n  th e  
G o th ic , w h ic h  e x p ire d  in  th e  15 tn  c e n tu ry , a n d  th e  * G o th ic  R e v iv a l ’ . 
o f  th e  1870’s, w h ic h  p ro d u c e d  m a n y  fin e  ch u rch es a n d , i t  m u st b e  
a d m itte d , a  v a s t  a m o u n t o f co m m on p la ce  w o rk .*  R . F . D E A L .

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .
S U C C E S S F U L  M E E T I N G  A T  L E A T H E R H E A D .

A  v e r y  su ccessfu l m e e tin g  o f th e  G u ild fo rd  D io cesa n  G u ild  w a s  h e ld  
a t  L e a th e rh e a d  on S a tu r d a y , N o v e m b e r 29th, tw e n ty  m em b ers a n d  
fr ie n d s  (in c lu d in g  th e  g e n e ra l s e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  G u ild ) b e in g  p resen t.

T h e  u su a l se rv ice  fo rm s  h a v in g  been  m isla id , th e  R e v . A . E . 
C h a p m a n  co n d u cted  a  sh o rte n e d  fo rm  o f even so n g, w ith  M rs. A rn o ld  
a t  th e  o rg a n .

A  go od  te a  w a s  e n jo y e d  a t  th e  D u k e ’s H e a d , b u t  a n o th e r  e n g a g e ­
m e n t p re v e n te d  th e  R e v . A . E . C h a p m a n  fro m  p re s id in g  o v e r  t h a t  
fu n ctio n . H o w ev er, he a r r iv e d  in  t im e  to  t a k e  th e  c h a ir  fp r  th e  
busin ess m e e tin g  w h ich  fo llo w e d .

T h e  m e e tin g  f irs t  sto o d  in  s ile n c e  in  m em o ry  o f  tw o  o ld  fr ie n d s  
a n d  m em b ers  w h o  h a d  4 p a sse d  on ’ sin ce th e  la s t  m e e tin g , M r. A r th u r  
D e a n , o f L e a th e r h e a d , a n d  M r. F . G . W ood iss, o f  b u t t o n .

'fh e  r e t ir in g  d is tr ic t  officers w e re  re -n o m in a te d  fo r  1942, a n d  i t  
w a s  d ecid ed  to  h o ld  th e  a n n u a l d is tr ic t  m e e tin g  a t  L e a th e rh e a d  on 
F e b r u a r y  2 1st.

T h e  V ic a r ’s  (th e  R e v . G . H . B . C o le rid g e ) ab sen ce  w a s  m u ch  r e ­
g r e t te d . M a n y  p re se n t le a r n e d  fo r  th e  first t im e  o f  h is  se rio u s  illn ess, 
a n d  th e  s e c r e ta r y  w a s  a sk e d  to  co n v e y  to  him  th e  m e e tin g ’s  s y m p a th y  
a n d  b e s t  w ish es fo r  a  sp e e d y  a n d  co m p lete  re c o v e ry .

T h e  m e e tin g  co n clu d ed  w ith  v o te s  o f  th a n k s  t o  th e  R e v . A . E . 
C h a p m a n  fo r  h is serv ices, e s p e c ia lly  as h e  h ad  b een  ca lled  on a t  th e  
la s t  m om en t, th e  o r ig in a l p re a c h e r, th e  R e v . H ic k o x  (p riest-in -cliarge) 
h a v in g  su ccu m b ed  to  a  b a d  th r o a t. T h e  o rg a n is t  \ras also th a n k e d .

S o m e o f  th o se  p re s e n t th e n  w e n t on  to  th e  to w e r  fo r  ‘  s ile n t * r in g ­
in g , w h ile  o th e rs  s ta y e d  fo r  h a n d b e lls  b e fo re  jo in in g  th em .

T h e  s e c r e ta r y  w o u ld  l ik e  to  m en tio n  th e  v sp o n ta n eou s a p p re cia tio n  
g iv e n  b y  th e  n o n -r in g in g  o cc u p a n ts  o f  th e  v e s tr y  on h e a r in g  th e  
s e rv ic e  r in g in g  co m in g  fro m  u n d e r th e  to w e r, w h ic h  in c lin es h im  to  
b e lie v e  t h a t  o n e  o f o u r  re c e n t co rresp o n d en ts  ‘ is  m a k in g  m ole-hills  
in to  m oun tain s.*

B E L L S  A S  L U X U R I E S .
To th e  E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— I  w a s p le a se d  to  see  th e  le t t e r  in * T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  * 
fr o m  th e  R e v . A . A . L in e v , a n d  th o u g h  h e  w r o te  to  c o n tra d ic t  som e­
th in g  I  sa id  on O c to b e r  10 th , I  a g r e e  e n tir e ly  w ith  h im . M y  excu se 
is t h a t  I  w a s  n o t  q u o tin g  fro m  his p a rish  m a g a z in e , b u t  fro m  w h a t  
y o u r  co rresp o n d en t, w h o  ca lls  h im se lf ‘ A n t i-S ile n t ,’ sa id  w a s  in  th a t  
a r tic le . I t  w a s  ‘ A n ti-S ile n t ’ w h o  a d d e d  to  M r. L in e v ’s w o rd s th e  
r id ic u lo u s  s ta te m e n t t h a t  b e lls  re p la c e d  tr u m p e ts  in  ch u rch es a n d  w ho 
cla im e d  as su p p o rtin g  h is  e x tr a v a g a n t  id ea s w h a t  is  r e a lly  a  sound 
a n d  re a so n a b le  v iew  o f  a r a th e r  d iffic u lt q u estion .

L E S L I E  W . B U N C E .
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‘ B R IN G  B A C K  T H E  B E L L S .’
A  S T I R R I N G  C A L L .

A . P .  H e r b e r t ’s  co lu m n  in  th e  la s t  issu e  o f ‘ T h e  S u n d a y  G ra p h ic  ’ 
c o n ta in s  a  s tir r in g  c a ll  b y  th is  g r e a t  w r ite r  to  * B r in g  B a c k  th e  B e l ls . ’ 
I t  b e g in s  th u s :—

B r in g  b a c k  th e  b ell?. T h e  b e lls  a r e  d u m b  
U n til  th e  p a ra c h u te r s  com e :
A n d  ev en  H u n s m a y  b e  excu sed  
F o r  b o m b in g  b e lfr ie s  so ab u sed.
B r in g  b a c k  th e  b e lls  : fo r  th e r e  rem a in s  
N o  m u sic b u t  th e  a e r o p la n e ’s 
T o  m a k e  u s c o n te m p la te  t h e  s k y  
A n d  w o n d er w h a t  is  w h a t  a n d  w h y .
L e t  th e r e  b e  s te e l in  A a r o n ’s  ro d ,
A n d  fig h te rs  in  th e  ra n k s  o f  G o d ;
B u t  le a v e  th e  l i t t le  ch u rch  in  p e a c e  
W h ile  w e  h a v e  so ld iers  a n d  p o lice .

A n d  th e n , a f t e r  c a ll in g  fo r  o th e r  m e a n s o f w a rn in g ,
‘ W it h o u t  in v it in g  H u n s  to  se a rc h  

F o r  t a r g e t s  in  t h e  p a r is h  c h u r c h ,’ 
co n clu d es w ith  th e  a p p e a l,

B r in g  b a c k  th e  b e lls ;  fo r  C h ris tm a s  sp ells 
So  m a n y  th in g s  t h a t  sou nd  lik e  b e lls .

Q U E S T I O N  I N  P A R L I A M E N T .
N o tic e  h as b een  g iv e n  b y  R e a r-A d m ira l B e a m ish , M .P . fo r  th e  L e w e s  

D iv is io n  o f  S u ssex , to  a sk  th e  P r im e  M in is te r  w h e th e r  in  v ie w  o f  th e  
h ig h  s ta n d a r d  o f  th e  H om e G u a rd  a n d  th e  g e n e r a l p re p a re d n e ss  in  
t h e  c o u n try , ch u rch  b e lls  m a y  n o t  r in g  a g a in . H e  s u g g e s ts  C h ristm a s 
D a y  a s  a  s u ita b le  occasion .

B E L L S  A N D  I N V A S I O N .
T h e  fo llo w in g  le t t e r  w a s  p r in te d  la s t  w e e k  b y  * T h e  T im e s ’ in  a  

p ro m in e n t p o sitio n  on  it s  le a d e r  p a g e . I t  is  go od  ev id e n ce  o f  a  w id e ­
s p r e a d  fe e lin g  a m o n g  in flu e n tia l p e o p le  t h a t  th e  u se  o f  ch u rc h  b e lls  
sh o u ld  b e  re s to re d  i f  i t  ca n  b e  done co n so n a n t w ith  p u b lic  s a fe t y .

‘ D e a r  S ir ,— N o w  t h a t  th e  H o m e  G u a r d  is w e ll e s ta b lish e d  o v e r  a ll 
th e  co u n try , w o u ld  i t  n o t  b e  w e ll to  p ro v id e  e v e r y  m a n  c-n w a tc h  
w ith  a  w h is t le  so t h a t  h e  m a y  g iv e  w a r n in g  o f th e  a p p ro a c h  o f  
p a r a tr o o p s ?  T h e  w a rn in g  w o u ld  b e  q u ic k ly  sp re a d  fr o m  on e H om e 
G u a rd  to  a n o th e r  even  w h ile  th e  e ilem y is  m  th e  a ir .  W h e n  m in u te s  
a n d  even  seconds m a y  d ecid e th e  su ccess o r  fa i lu r e  o f  su ch  a t ta c k s  
fro m  th e  a ir , ca n  w e  a ffo rd  tim e  t o  ru n  to  a  ch u rch  a n d  r in g  th e  b e l l?

‘ A g a in , th e  so u n d  o f  a  b e ll does n o t  t r a v e l f a r  a g a in s t  th e  w in d , 
a n d  th e  k n o w le d g e  t h a t  b e llr in g in g  is  a t  p re s e n t o u r  o n ly  p rov isio n  
fo r  w a r n in g  th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d  w ill m a k e  e v e ry  ch u rch  to w e r in th e  
c o u n tr y  a  t a r g e t  fo r  b om b s, w i th  a  loss to  E n g la n d  t h a t  w o u ld  b e  
p e rm a n e n t fin d  g r e a te r  th a n  w e  th in k .

‘ M a y  n o t t h e  ch u rch  b e lls  b e  re s to re d  to  th e ir  p ro p e r  u se, b e g in n in g  
p e rh a p s  on  C h ris tm a s  m o r n in g ?  T h e  c o u n try  h a s  lo s t  m u ch  b y  th e ir  
s ilen ce  a n d  i t  w o u ld  g iv e  u s  n e w 'h e a r t  to  h e a r  th e m  r in g in g  o v e r  a ll 
o u r  la n d  a g a in . H U G H  L E W E N .

H o v e .’

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C I A T I O N .
M E E T I N G  A T  T U N B R I D G E  W E L L S .

A  su cc essfu l m e e tin g  o f th e  T o n b rid g e  D is tr ic t  o f  th e  K e n t  C o u n ty  
A sso c ia tio n  w a s  h e ld  a t  T u n b r id g e  W e lls  o n  S a tu r d a y , D e c e m b e r 6th , 
w h e n  m e m b e rs  a t te n d e d  fr o m  S e v e n o a k s, S u n d rid g e , S h ip b o u rn e , 
L e ig h , E a s t  P e c k h a m , L a m b e rh u rs t, W a d h u rs t , P a d d o c k  W o o d , C h is le ­
h u rs t  a n d  D a r tfo r d . A m o n g  th o se  p re sg n t w e r e  M essrs. T . E . S o n e, 
T . G ro o m b rid g e , sen ., J .  W h e a d o n  a n d  R . H . D o ve .

T h e  to w e r w a s  open  a t  3 p .m . a n d  th e  b e lls , a lth o u g h  s ile n t , w e re  
m a d e  go od  use o f  u n til 4 o ’c lo ck , w h en  a  se rv ic e  w a s  h e ld  a n d  a n  
a d d re ss  g iv e n  b y  th e  R e v . E . F .  Y o r k e , V ic a r  o f  T u n b r id g e  W e lls , 
w h o  g a v e  th e  m em b ers a h e a r t y  w elco m e a n d  s a id  h e  w a s  p ro u d  to  
m e e t t h e  m em b ers o f  th e  asso ciation .

T e a  w a s  se rv e d  in  th e  P a r is h  R o o m , 25 d o in g  a m p le  ju s t ic e  t o  sam e 
T h e  V ic a r , b e in g  u n a h le  to  s t a y  to  th e  m e e tin g , w a s  e le c te d  an  
h o n o ra ry  m em b er o f  th e  asso cia tion  b e fo r e  th e  bu sin ess m e e tin g  M r 
W . L a t t e r  w a s  u n a n im o u sly  v o te d  t o  th e  ch a ir . T h e  a c co u n ts  a n d  
b a la n c e  s h e e t fo r  1941 u p  to  d a t e  sh ow ed  th e  re c e ip ts  w e re  £10 Is . lO d. 
a n d  th e  exp en ses £ 2  13s. 10d., le a v in g  a  b a la n c e  in  th e  s e c r e ta r y 's  
h an d s o f  £ 7 8s.

M r. T  G ro o m b rid g e  s a id  th is  m e e tin g  b r o u g h t  a m e m o ry  b a c k  to  
h im  o f  50 y e a r s  a g o , w h e n  M r. W . L a t t e r  ta u g h t  h im  to  h a n d le  a 
b e ll ro p e  a n d  m  th e  sam e y e a r  h e  r a n g  h is  f ir s t  p e a l on  C h ris tm a s  E v e

M r. W . L a t t e r  sa id  h e  jo in e d  th e  asso cia tion  58 y e a r s  a g o . H e  did  
n o t k n o w  h ow  m a n y  p u p ils  h e  h a d  h ad , b u t  h e  g a v e  M r. G room brid°-e 
th e  p re fe re n c e  o f  b e in g  th e  b e s t  on e o f  a ll.

P e n sh u rst w a s  s e le c te d  fo r  th e  n e x t ' m e e tin g , to  b e  h e ld  som e tim e 
m  M a rch .

P,roP ° se(i a  v e r y  h e a r t y  w elco m e to  th e  v is ito rs  a n d  
s a id  b e  d id  lik e  to  h e a r  a  m a n  g iv e  h is  a p p re cia tio n  fo r  w h a t  h a d  been  
d o n e fo r  h im  y e a rs  a g o . H e  th a n k e d  M r. B . C o lliso n  fo r  a r r a n g in g  
th e  te a , a n d  M r. C o llijo n  re p lie d , s a y in g  w h a t  he h a d  d o n e  w a s  a  
p lea su re .

T o u ch es  o n  h a n d b e lls  w e r e  r u n g  b e fo re  a n d  a f t e r  th e  m e e tin g  som e 
m em b ers re tu r n in g  to  th e  to w e r, an d  th e  b e lls  w e re  k e p t  g o in g  u n til
7  o clock, w h en  a go o d  a n d  su ccessfu l m e e tin g  w a s  b r o u g h t  to  a  close.

T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D .
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B E L L S  J U B I L E E  A T  D A R L I N G T O N .
FIFTY YEARS OF CHANGE RINGING AT HOLY  

TR IN ITY CHURCH.
I t  w ill b e  f if t y  y e a r s  on  D e ce m b e r 15 th  sin ce  th e  r in g  o f s ix  b e lls  

o f  H o ly  T r in i ty  C h u rc h , D a r lin g to n , w e re  op en ed  b y  th e  r in g in g  o f  an  
e x te n t  o f  B o b  M in o r, a n d  a lth o u g h  th e  to w e r h as n o t b een  on e o f th e  
le a d in g  to w e rs  o f  th e  E xerc ise , in  th e  b ro a d e r  sense o f  th e  te rm , 
p e rh a p s  a  fe w  n o te s  on th e  a c t iv it ie s  le a d in g  to  th e  in s ta lla tio n  o f 
th e  b e lls  a n d  s in ce  m ig h t b e  p e rm itte d .

T h e  ch u rch  w a s  o p en ed  in  1838, a n d  o n e  b e ll, w e ig h in g  a b o u t  6 c w t., 
fro m  th e  W h ite c h a p e l F o u n d r y , d id  d u ty  fro m  t h a t  t im e  u n t i l  th e  
p re se n t r in g  o f  s ix  w a s  in s ta lle d  in ' 1891. E ffo rts  w e r e  m a d e  b y  
r in g e rs  in  th e  to w n  to  r e t a in  th e  b e ll a s  on e o f  th e  r in g , b u t  th e y  
w e r e  to ld  b y  th e  V ic a r  t h a t  th e  m a t te r  w a s  in  th e  h a n d s o f  a ca p a b le  
b e ll  co m m itte e , c o n sistin g  o f th e  o r g a n is t  a n d  som e o f th e  le a d in g  
lig h ts  o f  th e  p a r is h , w ho h a d  a p p a r e n t ly  co n v in ced  th e  V ic a r  t h a t  th e ir  
k n o w le d g e  o f bells w a s, to  s a y  th e  le a s t, p ro fo u n d . In  a n y  e v e n t, 
a l l  e ffo rts  to  r e t a in  th e  b e ll w e re  o f no  a v a il.

T h e  m o n ey  fo r  th e  n ew  r in g  w a s  b e q u e a th e d  m a n y  y e a r s  b e fo re  
th e  b e lls  w e r e  a c tu a lly  in s ta lle d , b iit  th e r e  w a s  m u ch  o p p ositio n  to 
th e  p la c in g  o f b e lls  in  th e  to w e r , b y  le a d in g  re s id e n ts  in  th e  v ic in ity  
o f th e  ch u rch , a n d  o th e rs  w h o  d id  n o t th in k  th e  d onor a  s u ita b le  
p erso n  to  m a k e  su ch  a b eq u est. T h e  r e s u lt  o f  th e  op p ositio n  w a s  
t h a t  th e  m on ey  e v e n tu a lly  g o t  in to  ch a n c e ry , a n d  b y  th e  tim e  i t  w a s  
re le a se d  a b o u t o n e -th ird  o f  th e  a m o u n t h a d  b een  lo st. H a d  th e  w h o le  
o f  th e  b e q u e st b een  a v a ila b le  th e re  w o u ld  h a v e  been sufficien t to  in s ta l 
a  l ig h t  o cta v e  in s te a d  o f  a  lig h t  r in g  o f s ix  w i th  a  7J c w t. te n o r  
w h ic h  m a te r ia lis e d .

M essrs. J o h n  W a r n e r  a n d  So n s w e r e  e n tru ste d  w ith  th e  o rd e r  fo r  
th e  b e lls , a n d  o w in g  to  th e  loss o f  so m u ch  o f  th e  m o n ey  i t  "was 
th o u g h t ’ th a t  n o th in g  b u t  a  ch ea p  jo b  w o u ld  b e  th e  re s u lt . H o w ev er, 
th e  g e n e r a l op in ion  is t h a t  a n  e x ce lle n t jo b  w a s  d o n e an d  a  r e a lly  
n ic e  to n ed  an d  w ell-b a la n c e d  r in g  p ro v id e d . I t  is  w o rth y  o f n o te  th a t  
in  th e  w h o le  o f th e  f i f t y  y e a r s  d u r in g  w h ic h  th «  b e lls  h a v e  b een  m  
th e  to w e r  i t  h a s  n o t  on ce  b een  n e ce ssa ry  to  c a ll  in  th e  b e l lh a n g e r ; th e  
o n ly  ‘ seriou s ’ d a m a g e  b e in g  a  b ro k e n  s ta y  m a n v  y e a r s  a g o . O f 
co u rse, th e y  h a v e  b een  c a r e fu l ly  lo o k ed  a f t e r  a n d  o ile d  r e g u la r ly , b u t 
i t  is  sa fe , to  s a y  t h a t  o v e r  a s im ila r  p e rio d  th e r e  is  n o t a  r in g  of 
b e lls  w ith in  a  ra d iu s  o f m a n y  m iles  y h ic h  h a v e  b een  ru n g  so re g u la r ly  
fo r  serv ices, p ra c tic e s  a n d  p e a ls .

S O L E  S U R V I V O R .
O f  th e  r in g e rs  w h o  s ta r te d  a s  a  b a n d , M r. G . W . P a r k  is th e  sole 

su rv iv o r  a n d  he te l ls  m a n y  am u sin g  sto ries  o f  th e  e a r ly  d a y s. O ne 
co n cern s th e  o ld  g e n tle m a n  w h o  w a s  d esiro u s o f b eco m in g  a r in g e r  
a n d  w h o  in sisted  on  r in g in g  a  t ie d  b e ll, co m p lete  w ith  h is  to p  h a t  
an d  fr o c k  c o a t ;  a l l a r g u m e n ts  d esig n ed  to  p e rsu a d e  h im  to  rem o ve  
th e se  a r t ic le s  o f c lo th in g  fo r  h is  ow n c o m fo rt  a n d  s a fe ty  W ere u n ­
a v a ilin g . H is  a sp ira tio n s  to w a rd s  r in g in g  en d ed  so m e w h a t a b r u p t ly  
w h en  b y  som e m ean s or o th e r  th e  ry p e  b e c a m e  e n ta n g le d  in  his c lo th ­
in g  a n d  h? w a s  lif te d  to th e  c e ilin g  a n d  d e p o sited  r a th e r  h e a v ily  on 
th e  floor. H e  th o u g h t i t  w a s  m u ch  to o  d a n g e ro u s  a  p a stim e .

T h e n  th e re  is  th e  s to r y  o f  th e  e n th u s ia s ts  w h o  o b ta in e d  t h e  b e l fr y  
k e y  fro m  th e  V ic a r  an d  to o k  th e  to w e r b y  sto rm  on a  T u e s d a y  n ig h t. 
T h e y  c r e a te d  su ch  a  h o rrib le  d is tu r b a n c e  t h a t  tw o  r in g e rs  o f  S t. 
C u th b e r t ’s b e lfr y , w ho h e a rd  th e  com m otion, p ro c eed ed  to  th e  to w e r 
a n d  w e r e  a la rm e d  to  fin d  t h a t  th e r e  w a s  no on e p re s e n t w h o  h ad  
p re v io u s ly  h a n d le d  a b e ll. T h e ir  d e scrip tio n  o f  th e  scen e  w h ic h  m e t 
th e ir  ey es  w a s  so m e w h a t rem in iscen t o f p ictu re s  o f  c o n tin e n ta l r in g e rs  
sw in g in g  on th e  ropes in  co m ica l p ostu res. W h e n  th e y  en q u ire d  th e  
o b je c t  o f th e  p e rfo r m a n c e  th e y  w ere  to ld  q u ite  se rio u sly  t h a t  i t  \yas 
a  p ra c tic e  to  e n a b le  th e  r in g e rs  to  b ecom e su ffic ie n tly  p ro ficien t to  
r in g  th e  b ells  fo r  C h ris tm a s , w h ic h  w a s  som e fo u r  d a y s  h e n c e ! T h e re  
h a v e  been  m a n y  sto rie s  to ld  o f  r a p id  a d v a n c e m e n t in  th e  a r t ,  b u t  
su re ly  th is  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  th e  re c o rd .

E v e n tu a lly  th o se  w hose in te n tio n  i t  w a s to  ta k e  serio u sly  to  ch a n g e  
r in g in g  w e re  fo rm ed  in to  a n  o rg a n ise d  b a n d , a n d  th e  o th e rs  w ho 
re g a rd e d  th e  w h o le  th in g  a s  a  n o v e lty  w e re  in fo rm e d  t h a t  th e ir  p re ­
sen ce  w a s  n o lo n g e r  d e s ira b le . T h e  n e w ly -fo rm e d  b a n d  p ra c tis e d  
ass id u o u sly -u n d e i-  th e  g u id a n c e  o f  a co m p e te n t in s tru c to r  on b o th  
h a n d b e lls  an d  to w e r  b e lls  a n d  g e n e r a lly  m a d e  r a p id  p ro g ress, r in g in g  
th e ir  first e x te n t as a  b a n d , a  720 o f  B o b  M in o r, co n d u cted  b y  M r.
G . W . P a r k , on A d v e n t S u n d a y , N o ve m b e r 27th , 1892. a lth o u g h  in d i­
v id u a ls  h a d  ru n g  e x te n ts  e lsew h ere  p r io r  to  th is . V a r io u s  o f th e  
s ta n d a rd  m eth o d s w e re  ru n g  r e g u la r ly , b u t  i t  w a s  n o t u n ti l J a n u a r y , 
1896, t h a t  t h e y  r a n g  th e ir  first p e a l. T h is  w a s  n o t r u n g  a t  H o ly  
T r in ity ,  b u t a t th e  n e a r b y  v illa g e  o f  H e ig h in g to n . an d  w a s  a 5,040 
in  seven  d iffe re n t m eth o d s, co n d u cted  b y  M r. G . W . P a r k .

A s  tim e  e la p sed  th e  b a n d  w e re  n o t  co n te n t to  r in g  th e  p la in  and 
T r e b le  B o b  m eth o d s th en  g e n e r a lly  ru n g  a n d  p roceed ed  to  p ra c tise  
S u r p rise  m eth o d s, b e in g  on e o f  th e  first to w e rs  in  th e  N o rth  to r in g  
S u r p r is e  M in o r r e g u la r ly . T h e  to w e r w a s  th e  f irs t  w in n e r  o f  th e  
o r ig in a l S u n d a y  S e rv ic e  R in g in g  C e rt ific a te  a w a rd e d  b y  th e  D u rh a m  
a n d  N e w c a s t le  D io ce sa n  A sso cia tio n  a g a in s t  su ch  d o u g h ty  co m p etition  
as  th a t  p ro v id ed  b y  th e  G o fto n s  o f  W h it le y  B a y . T h is  ce rtific a te  w a s 
w o n  w ith  a  score o f  p o in ts  n e v e r  sin ce  e q u a lle d  in th e  srfiem e, and  
i t  h a s  an h o nou red  p la c e  in  th e  a rch iv e s . M a n y  c e rtific a te s  h a v e  b een  
w o n  sin ce w h ic h  t e s t ify  to  th e  r in g in g  d one fo r  serv ices , b u t  ‘ N o . 1  ’ 
h o ld s  p rid e  o f  p la c e .

O n e o f  th e  m ost su ccessfu l p erio d s in  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  to w e r u n til 
(C o n tin u e d  in  n e x t  co lu m n .) •

S U R P R IS E  E X T E N T  IN  S IX  M E T H O D S .
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— In  ‘ M in o rm a n ia  'e  ’ tr ib u te  to  th e  la te  M r. A . G . D r iv e r  
h e  m en tio n s  t h a t  I  h a d  p ro d u c e d  a  720 in  six  S u r p r is e  m eth o d s. A s  
i t  h as n eve r y e t  b een  p u b lish ed  I  th o u g h t som e o f y o u r  re a d e rs  m ig h t 
lik e  to  see  i t .  I t  w a s  com p osed  in  1936. •

A lth o u g h  I  p ro d u c e d  i t ,  th e  m a in  c r e d it  sh o u ld  g o  to  M r. D r iv e r , 
a s  he w a s  a lw a y s  r e a d y  to  sh ow  m e th e  w a y  w h en  I  g o t  in to  d ifficu l­
ties. B u t  fo r  h is  re a d y  h e lp  a n d  e n co u ra g e m e n t m y  in te r e s t  in  spliced  
M in o r w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  g o n e  b e y o n d  o u r 21-m ethod  p e a l ru n g  in  1930,

L a m b e rh u rs t.

23456 H o rto n
— 56423 H a n le y
— 56234 H a n le y
— 56342 H o rto n
■— 42356 H a n le y
— 42563 M ilto n

54326 M ilto n
— 63542 H a n le y
— 63425 C h e d d le to n
— 46325 H a n le y
— 46253 H o rto n
— 53246 H a n le y

34562 A lle n d a le
— 34625 W e stm in ste r
— 34256 W e stm in ste r

45362 H a n le y  
I n  th e  C o lle c tio n  o f  M in o r M eth od s

N o . 45, H a n le y  N o . 44, M ilto n  N o . 46, 
N o. 18 and. W e stm in ste r  N o . 26.

A . R E L F E .

- 4 5 6 2 3 C h ed d leto n
— 64523 H o rto n

C h e d a le to n— 23564
— 52364 H a n le y
— 52643 H a n le y
— 52436 C h ed d leto n
— 45236 M ilto n
-« 2 » 5 3 H a n le y
— 62534 H a n le y
— 62345 M ilto n
— 53624 H o rto n
— 24653 M ilto n
— 36245 C h e d d le to n
— 23645 H a n le y

— 23456
(S u rp rise  S e c tio n ), H o rto n  is
C h e d d le to n  N o . 43, A lla n d a le

T H E  L A T E  M R . D R I V E R .
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— I  th in k  b o th  M r. J o y c e  a n d  M r. P r io r  m u st b e  m ista k e n  
w ith  r e g a r d  to  M r. D r iv e r  a s  a  p r a c t ic a l r in g e r . M y  fa th e r , w h e n e v e r  
M r. D r iv e r ’s a b il it y  w a s m en tio n ed , a lw a y s  r e m a r k e d , ‘ H e  is th e  o n ly  
m a n  I  n e v e r  su cceed ed  in  te a c h in g  to  h a n d le  a b e ll. ’  H e  w a s  a  
fr e q u e n t  v is ito r  on  p r a c t ic e  n ig h ts  a t  lo c a l to w e rs , a n d  a lm o s t th e  
la s t  he a t te n d e d  a t  C r a y fo r d  d u r in g  fa t h e r ’s life t im e  w a s  th e  o n ly  
occasion  t h a t  a n y o n e  ro u n d  h e re  sa w  h im  w ith  a  ro p e  in  iiis h an d . 
T h is  'w a s  o n ly  fo r  a  w h o le  p u ll, a n d  o u r  te n o r  s ta y  s t i l l  b e a rs  w itn e ss  
o f  th is  a t te m p t. .

I  w e ll rem em b er on e o f  h is  v is its  w h en  h e  g o t  u s  to  r in g  G ra n d sire  
T r ip le s  w ith  th e  h u n t b e ll b e fo re  th e  T re b le . H e  c a lle d  i t  ‘ G ra n d ­
m o th e r  T r ip le s .’ I t  w a s  su b se q u e n tly  fo u n d  t h a t  Jo h n  C a r te r  h ad  
r u n g  p e a ls  o f  i t  as  ‘ N e w  G r a n d s ir e .’

O n a n o th e r  occasion  h e  g o t  us o n 't o  R e v e rse  S te d m a n . T h e re  w a s  
som e d ifferen c e  o f  op in ion  a s  to  w h ic h  w a s  th e  c o r r e c t  re v e rs a l, a n d  
I  w e ll re m e m b e r h is  ‘ s im p le  v is u a l e x a m p le  ’ o f  th e  c o rr e c t  w a y , by 
h o ld in g  th e  co u rse  in  * S t a n d a r d  M eth od s ’ in  fr o n t  o f th e  b e lfr y  
m irro r. E . B A R N E T T .

C r a y fo r d .

D A R L I N G T O N  B E L L S  J U B IL E E .
(C o n tin u e d  fr o m  p re v io u s  co lum n .) 

re c e n t y e a rs  w a s  d u r in g  1907-8, w h en  th e  la te  R e v . H . S .  T . R ic h a rd so n  
w a s  c u r a t e  o f th e  p a r is h .’ R a p id  s tr id e s  w e r e  m a d e  in  S u rp rise  r in g in g  
an d  th s  f ir s t  p e a l b y  th e  a sso ciation  in  seven  le g it im a te  S u rp rise  
m e th o d s  w a s  ru n g . S in ce  th e n  e v e r y  e ffo rt h a s  been  m a d e  to  m a in ­
ta in  th e  S u r p r ise  m eth o d s o s th e  m a in  fo r te  o f th e  to w e r , a n d  p rio r  
to  th e  o u tb r e a k  o f w a r  a  p e a l in  seven  S u r p r ise  M in o r m eth o d s w a s 
ru n g  on h a n d b ells , b e in g  th e  f irs t  o f  i t s  k in d  b y  th e  a sso cia tio n . 
S p lic e d  S u r p r is e  r in g in g  w a s  e n g a g in g  th e  a tte n tio n  o f  th e  b a n d  an d  
tw o  p ea ls  in tw e lv e  m eth o d s h ad  b een  acco m p lish ed  w ith  th e  h o p e  • f  
m ore  to  fo llo w  w h en  ‘ S ta n d  ’ h a d  to  b e  ca lle d  u n ti l m ore  p ro p itio u s  
tim es.

A N  A S S O C IA T I O N  S T R O N G H O L D .
T h e  to w e r h a s  h a d  a n  u n b ro k e n  p e rio d  o f  m em b ersh ip  o f  t h e  D u rh a m  

a n d  N e w c a s t le  D io cesa n  A sso cia tio n  s in ce  1892 a n d  lia s  a lw a y s  b een  a 
s tro n g h o ld  o f th e  a sso cia tio n , h a v in g  p ro v id ed  d u r in g  th is  t im e  a  p r e s i­
d e n t, tw o  g e n e r a l h o n o ra ry  s e cre ta r ie s , a n  h o n o ra ry  tr e a s u r e r , fo u r  
v ice -p re sid e n ts  a n d  tw o  d is tr ic t  s e c r e ta r ie s . M r. G . W. P a r k  has b een  
th e  g u id in g  in flu en ce  in  th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f th e  to w e r  s in ce  th e  e a r ly  
d a y s  an d  i t  is  d u e  in  no s m a ll m ea su re  to  h im  t h a t  su ch  a  co n sisten t 
re c o rd  o f  r in g in g  h as b een  m a in ta in e d . H e  a lw a y s  e n d e a v o u re d  to  
m a in ta in  a h ig h  s ta n d a rd  o f  s tr ik in g  a n d  h is  m o tto  a lw a y s  h a s  b een  
q u a lit y  b e fo re  q u a n tity . A lto g e th e r  fo r t y  fo a l s  h a v e  b een  ru n g  on 
th e  b e lls , a n d  M r. P a r k  h as th e  u n iq u e  d istin c tio n  o f  h a v in g  ta k e n  
p a r t  in  th em  a ll.

U n fo r tu n a te ly , a v is ito rs ’ b o o k  h a s  n o t b een  k e p t, b u t  h a d  th e r e  
b een  on e m a n y  n am es fa m o u s in  th e  E x e rc ise  w o u ld  h a v e  a p p e a re d  
th e re in . .

T h e  p u b lish e d  p e rfo rm a n ce s  o f  th e  to w e r  m a y  n o t  h a v e  b een  h e a d ­
lin ers  ’  w h en  co m p a red  w ith  o th ers , b u t  th e  record s sh ow  a n  u p h ill 
f ig h t  a g a in s t  r in g e rs  le a v in g , o th ers  p a ssin g  a w a y  an d , o f  course, 
th ose a ff lic te d  b v  a p a t h y , b u t , g e n e r a lly  s p e a k in g , th e r e  h a s  b een  a 
d ev o tio n  to  th e  m ain  o b je c t  o f r in g in g  fo r  serv ices. A n d , ta k e n  a ll 
rou n d , th e  f i f t v  v e a rs  h ave  p ro d u ced  a n o t  in v a lu a b le  co n trib u tio n  
to w a rd s  th e  m a in te n a n ce  an d  a d v a n c e m e n t o f th e  a r t in  th e  n o rth  
c o u n try . R - *  •



D ecem b e r 1 2 th , 1941. T H E  R IN G I N G  W O R L D , 597

P O IN T S  F O R  P E A L S .
C O N T R O L  I N  T H E  F U T U R E .

To th e E ditor.
S ir ,— T h e  in tro d u c tio n  o f p o in ts  in to  th e  n a tio n a l r a tio n in g  schem e 

h a s  se t m e th in k in g  w h e th e r  i t  m a y  n o t  be w ell, la t e r  on, to  a p p ly  
so m e th in g  o f  th e  sam e k in d  o f th in g  to  p e a l r in g in g . N o t  t h a t  p oin ts  
a r e  n ew  to  p e a l r in g in g . T h e y  w e re  s y s te m a tic a lly  a p p lie d  to  p ea ls  
in  m y  yo u n g  d a y s  a n d  w e h a v e  re a d  a ll a b o u t th e m  a g a in  re c e n tly  
in  th e  re v ie w  o f  th e  f irs t  f i f t y  y e a rs  o f  th e  C e n tr a l C o u n cil. B u t  i t  
is  n o t q u ite  t h a t  k in d  o f  p o in t re c k o n in g  I  h a v e  n o w  in m in d . In  
th e  p a s t th e  m ore p e a ls  y o u  r a n g  th e  m ore p o in ts  y o u  g o t ;  b u t m y 
id e a  is t h a t  p e a l r in g e rs  sh ou ld  n ow  b e ra tio n e d .

B e fo r e  th e  w a r  th e y  w ere  ru n n in g  a w a y  w ith  th em selves a n d  fillin g  
y o u r  co lu m n s u n d u ly . M o reo ver, n o t a l l p e a l r in g e rs  h a d  sufficient 
r e g a r d  fo r  b e g in n e rs . I  w ould  lik e  to  see som e co n tro l ex ercised . In  
o rd e r  to  d o  th is  I  w o u ld  s u g g e s t t h a t  r in g e rs  sh om d  ea ch  b e  a llo w ed , 
s a y , a  h u n d red  p o in ts , re p re se n te d  b y  coup on s, w ith  w h ich  to  6t a r t  
o ff th e  y e a r , a n d  w h e n  th e  points- a re  e x h a u ste d — -well, th e re  w o u ld  
b e  no m ore p e a l r in g in g  fo r  th e m  t h a t  y e a r .

P e a ls , o f  cou rse, w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  classified . B o r  in sta n ce , a  p e a l 
o f  B o b  M a jo r  m ig h t b e  p u t on  th e  b a sis  o f a t in  o f  ca n n ed  b ea n s  
a n d  c a ll  fo r  th e  s u rre n d e r  o f fo u r  p o in ts ;  w h ile  a  p e a l o f S u rp rise  
M a jo r  o u g h t, on  t h a t  b asis, to  b e  w o r th  a t  a n y  r a t e  th e  sam e as a 
L e a se  a n d  L e n d  tin  o f  ‘ S p a m ’ a n d  m ean  g iv in g  u p  tw e lv e  poin ts, 
w h ile  a  sp liced  p e a l o u g h t  to  b e  e q u a l to  t h e  24 p o in ts  o f a  l£ lb . 
t in  o f  ‘ P o r k  S a u s a g e  in its  n a tu r a l ju ic e s , ’ th e  n a t u r a l ju ic e s , a s  I 
h a v e  fo u n d  frd m  e x p erien ce , b e in g  ju s t  la rd , a n d  p le n ty  o f  i t .  I n c i­
d e n ta lly , th is  h a s  ta u g h t  u s t h a t  la r d  is th e  j trice o f  th e  p ig .

O f cou rse, th e re  w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  so m e th in g  done fo r  b eg in n ers. 
W e  m ig h t t r e a t  th em  lik e  m in ers, a g r ic u ltu r a l w o rk e rs , § p g in e  d riv e rs  
a n d  su ch lik e , w ho g e t  e x tr a  cheese, a n d  g iv e  th e m  a n «a d d itio n a l 
allo w a n ce , sa y , first p e a ls  coup on f r e e ; f irs t  p e a ls  in  th e  m eth o d , or 
f irs t  as  co n d u cto r, h a lf  p o in ts, a lth o u g h  I  sh o u ld n ’ t  g iv e  a n y  e x tr a  
p o in ts  to  th o se  w h o  do l it t le  e lse b u t  r in g  firs t  p e a ls  in  th e  m eth o d . 
I t ’s  to o  e a s y  fo r  th e m .

S o m eon e  else m a y  p erh a p s b e  a b le  to  w o rk  th e  sch em e o u t  in  
g r e a te r  d e ta il, b u t  w h e re  th e r e  is  a  s h o r ta g e  o f  b e lls , p a r t ic u la r ly  in/ 
L o n d o n , so m e th in g  o u g h t to  b e  d o n e to  m a k e  th e  o p p o rtu n itie s  go 
ro u n d .

I t  w o u ld , I  im a g in e , b e  on e o f  th e  d u tie s  o f a n y  fu tu r e  n a tio n a l 
a sso cia tio n  to  issu e th e  ooupons, an d , o f cou rse, i t  w o u ld  be th e  
o b lig a tio n  o f  th e  ste e p le k e e p e r  to  c o lle ct th e  cou p on s fro m  th e  r in g e rs  
a t  th e  end o f a n y  p e a l in h is  to w er.

S o m e p e o p le  w ill, o f  co u rse, s a y  t h a t  su ch  a p la n  w d u ld  r e s tr ic t  
r in g in g  a t  a  t im e  w h e n  e v e r y th in g  o u g h t to  b e  d o n e to  en co u ra g e  it .
I  h a d  th o u g h t  o f th a t .  F o r  in sta n ce , I  h a v e  s u g g e s te d  fr e e  p o in ts  
fo r  p ea ls  fo r  b e g in n e rs , b u t I  w o u ld  go  fu r th e r . I  w o u ld  g iv e  a n  
a d d itio n a l tw o  p o in ts  to  e v e r y  r in g e r  fo r  e v e r y  t im e  h e  p u t in  a fu ll 
a tte n d a n c e  a t  S u n d a y  serv ice  r in g in g . T h a t  w o u ld  en co u ra g e  som e 
o f  th e  p e a l r in g e rs  to  do .a  l i t t le  m ore  fo r  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f th e  
busin ess.

O n e  th in g  w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  c a r e fu lly  w a tc h e d  a n d  t h a t - i s  th a t  
th e r e  sh ou ld  b e  no ‘ b la c k  m a r k e t  ’ in  coup ons. H e a v y  p e n a ltie s  
w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  in flic te d  i f  i l l ic i t  tr a d in g  w a s  discovered.' P u rc h a s in g  
h a lf  a d ozen  co u p on s fo r  a p in t o f  o ld  a n d  m ild  a t  th e  B lu e  B o a r , 
fo r  in s ta n ce , m u st b e  m a d e  d e fin ite ly  n o t  w o rth  w h ile .

I  m a k e  a  fr e e  g i f t  o f  th is  sch em e to  th e  o rg a n ise rs  o f  p e a l r in g in g  
in  th e  fu tu r e , s u b je c t  to / a n  a r r a n g e m e n t b y  w h ic h  I  m a y  h a v e  a 
d o u b le  issu e o f cou p on s e v e ry  y e a r  in e x ch a n g e  fo r  th e  c o p y r ig h t.

‘ A  P O I N T E R .’

BERG H  A P T O N , NO RFOLK
F A R E W E L L  P R E S E N T A T I O N  T O  T H E  R E C T O R . —

O n W e d n e sd a y  e v e n in g , D ece m b e r 3 rd , m a n y  o f  th e  B e r g h  A p to n  
r in g e rs  m et a t  th e  S ch oo l H ou se to  p a y  a  fa r e w e ll  tr ib u te  to  th e  R e v . 
a n d  M rs. A . J . H e a rd  on th e ir  le a v in g  th e  p a rish .

T h e  m em b ers ( in c lu d in g  th o se  in  H .M . F o rces) g a v e  th em  a  s ilv e r  
b e ll- in k sta n d , s u ita b ly  in scrib ed , a n d  a  book to k e n , an d , in  m a k in g  
th e  p re s e n ta tio n , Mr.~ H . C . B o g g is  sp o k e  o f th e ir  g r e a t  k in d n ess  an d  
fr ie n d sh ip  d u r in g  th e  five y e a rs  th e y  h ad  been  a t  B e r g h  A p to n . T h e y  
h a d  ta k e n  a  v e r y  k e e n  in te r e s t  in  th e  r in g e rs , e n te r ta in in g  th e m  a t  
th e  R e c to r y  w e e k ly  fo r  h a n d b e ll p r a c tic e  sin ce th e  b a n  o n  to w e r 
r in g in g . M r. H e a rd , w ho is le a r n in g  th e  a r t ,  a lw a y s  acco m p a n ied  
th e  n n g e r s  to  th e  m e e tin g s  o f th e  N o rw ich  D io cesa n  A sso cia tio n , and  
w a s  a  m em b er o f  th e  S t a n d in g  C o m m ittee .

A lth o u g h  he r e g r e t te d  t h a t  th e  B e r g h  A p to n  r in g e rs  h a d  su sta in ed  
a  g r e a t  loss b y  th e ir  d e p a rtu re , M r. B o g g is  w a s  v e r y  p le a se d  to  s a y  
th e y  w o u ld  s till b e  liv in g  in  th e  d is tr ic t , a n d  he h oped to  see th em  
fro m  tim e  to  tim e .

In  r e tu rn in g  th a iik s  fo r  th e  g i f t ,  M r. H e a rd  said  h e  w a s  d eep ly  
to u c h e d  b y  w h a t }4r. B o g g is  h a d  sa id , a n d  w o u ld  a lw a y s  rem em b er 
th e  h a p p y  tim es  he h ad  s p e n t  w ith  th e  B e r g h  A p to n  r in g e rs . H e 
lo o k ed  fo rw a rd  to  see in g  th e m  a t  fu tu r e  asso ciation  m e e tin g s.

I t  w a s  r e g r e t te d  th a t  th e  m em b ers w ith  th e  F o rces  co u ld  n o t b e  
p re se n t, b u t  a l l h op ed  t h a t  h a p p ie r  tim e s w ere  n o t f a r  d is ta n t w h en  
th e y  w o u ld  b e  to g e th e r  a g a in .

T h e  e v e n in g  co n clu d ed  w ith  to u ch es on th e  h a n d b ells , w h ic h  w ere  
g iv e n  to  th e  co m p a n y  b y  th e  R e c to r  in  1938.

M r. an d  M rs. A m e s  w ere  th a n k e d  fo r  th e ir  k in d  h o sp ita lity .

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .
A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  O F  W A T F O K D  D I S T R I C T .

A t th e  a n n u a l m e e tin g  o f th e  W a tfo r d  D is tr ic t  o f th e  H e r tfo r d  
C o u n ty  A sso cia tio n , h eld  a t  B u s h e y  on  N o v e m b e r 2 9 th ,.M r . C . C . 
M a y n e  w a s  in  th e  ch a ir , a n d  w a s su p p o rte d  b y  th e  s e c r e ta r y  (M r.
H . G . C a sh m o re) a n d  25 m em b ers. ‘

T h e  s e c r e ta r y  re p o r te d  t h a t  te n  m e e tin g s  h a d  b een  h e ld  d u rin g  th e  
y e a r  w ith  an  a v e r a g e  a tte n d a n c e  o f fifte e n , h a n d b e ll r in g in g  a t  these 
m e e tin g s  ra n g in g  fr o m  B o b  M a jo r  to  S p lic e d  S u r p rise  a n d  G ra n d sire  
C in q u es.

I t  w a s  also re p o r te d  t h a t  th e  e ig h t b e lls  a t  S t . M a r y ’ s, W a tfo r d , 
h a d  been  ta k e n  o u t o f  th e  to w e r  fo r  s a fe t y , a n d  t h a t  th e  b e lls  o f  S t . 
J a m e s ’ , B u s h e y , h a d  b een  in su re d  a g a in s t  d a m a g e  b v  en em y a c tio n .

T h e  m em b ers  p re s e n t stood  as  a  m a rk  o f  re sp e ct 'to  th e  la te  M r. 
P .  B u c k e ll, a  m e m b e r o f  th e  S ta n m o r e  b a n d , r e p o r te d  k il le d  in  actio n .

T h e  s e c r e ta r y  a n d  co m m ittee  w e re  u n a n im o u sly  re -e lec ted .
M r. C . W . T a y lo r  sf>oke on  th e  d e s ir a b ility  o f  sen d in g  a  re p o r t  o f 

th e  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  d is tr ic t  to  ‘ T h e  R in g in g ' W<Jrld ’ fo r  p u b lic a tio n , 
an d  i t  w a s  a g re e d  t h a t  th is  sh ou ld  b e  done.

M r. E . J e n n in g s  p rop o sed  th e  fo llo w in g  re so lu tio n  a n d  M rs. M a y n e  
seco n d ed  :—

‘ T h a t  th is  m e e tin g  is  o f th e  o p in io n  t h a t  D r . G . W . S la c k ’ s tw o - 
p a r t  com p osition  o f S te d m a n  T rip le ?  m a rk s  an im p o r ta n t  d e v e lo p m e n t 
in  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  m eth o d , an d  su g g e sts  t h a t  th e  fig u res  b e  p u b ­
lish e d  in  “  T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ”  a s  soon a s  p o ssib le .’

T h e  re so lu tio n  w a s  c a rr ie d  w ith ou t, d issen t.
T h e  fo llo w in g  re so lu tio n , p rop osed  b y  M r. E . J e n n in g s  a n d  seconded 

b y  M r. L . L u c k , w a s  also  c a rr ie d  u n a n im o u s ly :—
‘ T h a t  in  v ie w  o f  th e  to r p id ity  o f  th e  C e n tr a l C o u n cil o f C h u rc h  

B ellrm g er^  s in ce  th e  com m en cem en t o f  th e  p re se n t w a r, th e  re p re ­
s e n ta tiv e s  o f  th e  d is tr ic t  on  th e  C o u n tv  C o m m itte e  b e  in s tru c te d  to  
o pp ose  th e  p a y m e n t o f  th e  n e x t  su b scr ip tio n  to  th e  sa id  C e n tr a l 
Council.*

B e fo r e  an d  a ft e r  th e  m e e tin g  h a n d b e lls  w ere  p u t  to  go od  u se  a n d  a 
v e r y  e n jo y a b le  tim e  w a s sp en t.

B R IS T O L  H A N D B E L L  GUILD.
A N N U A L  M E E T IN G .

T h e  firs t  a n n u a l m e e tin g  o f th e  B r is to l G u ild  o f  H a n d b e ll R in g e r s  
w a s  h eld  on S u n d a y  m orn in g, N o ve m b e r 30th.

T h e  s e c r e ta r y  r e a d  h is  a n n u a l re p o r t  a n d  p re se n te d  th e  y e a r ’s 
acco u n ts , w h ic h  w e r e  ad o p te d . M r. T . H a r r is  sa id  t h a t  m em b ers h a d  
rea so n  to  be ’p ro u d  o f  th e  p ro g ress  m a d e, a s  a b o u t seven  p e a ls  h ad  
b een  ru n g  sin ce th e  G u ild  w a s  fo rm ed .

I t  w a s  a g re e d  to  co m p ile  a  m odified  re p o r t  to ' b e  issu ed  to  m em b ers.
T h e  q u estio n  o f  a  m em b ersh ip  ce rtific a te  w a s  d iscu ssed , a n d  i t  w a s  

d ecid ed  to  issue o n e . a t  a  n o m in a l sum  w h en  p r in te d . •
T h e  M a ste r , M r. D . G . C lift , re s ig n e d , a n d  M r. J i .  B r y a n t  w a s  

e le c te d  fo r  th e  e n su in g  y e a r . T h e  s e c r e ta r y  w a s  re-e lected .'
M r. R . B r y a n t  k in d ly  a g r e e d  to  ass ist th e  s e c r e ta r y  b y  .ta k in g  o ver 

th e  G u ild  p e a l b o o k , a n d  to  co m p lete  th e  w r it in g  o f  th e  p ea ls  ru n g  
b y  th e  G u ild .

T h e  S e c r e ta r y  s a id  t h a t  h e  h ad  re c e iv e d  a  le t te r  fro m  M r. S . R ich es, 
w ho a p p a r e n t ly  is  s ta tio n e d  in  th e  M id d le  E a s t. H e  exp ressed  a  w ish  
to  be n o m in a te d  as on e o f  th e  G u ild ’s first m em b ers, a n d  th o se  p re se n t 
u n a n im o u sly  a g re e d  to  e le c t  h im  ajid  to  w a iv e  his su b scrip tio n s  u n til 
he r e tu r n e d  to  B r is to l. H e  said  lie  w a s  re c e iv in g  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r ld ,’ 
a n d  so, th ro u g h  th e  m ed iu m  o f th e  r in g e rs ’ jo u rn a l, m em b ers an d  
r in g e rs  fro m  B r is to l sen d  b e st w ish es fo r  a  -safe re tu rn .

A  p e a l o f G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  w as ru n g  to  co m m e m o ra te  th e  fo u n d in g  
o f th e  G u ild  in  N o ve m b e r, 1940.

D E A T H  OF A N  OLD W A L K D E N  R IN G ER .
W e  r e g r e t  to  a n n o u n ce th e  d eath  o f  M r. A lfr e d  P o tt e r  on N o ve m b e r 

26th a s  th e  r e s u lt  o f a n  accid en t.
H e  w a s  co m in g  d o w n sta irs  a n d  w h en  a b o u t fo u r  s ta ir s  fro m  th e  

b o tto m  co llap sed . W h e n  p ick ed  u p  he w a s  fo u n d  to  be d ead . A t  th e  
in q u e st a  v e r d ic t  o f  n a t u r a l pauses w a s  re p o rte d .

D e ce a se d  jo in e d  th e  L a n ca sh ire  A sso cia tio n  in  1884 a n d  ^vas a  m em ­
b e r  o f  th e  W a lk d e n  b a n d  sy ic e  th e n . H e  w a s  la id  t o  r e s t  in  th e  
P a r is h  C h u r c h y a r d  on  N o vem b er 29tli. B e fo r e  le a v in g  th e  house a  
co u rse  o f  G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  w as r u n g  on h a n d b e lls  b v  M iss A . P o tt e r  
1-2, P . H . D e rb y s h ire  (W o rsley) 3-4, J .  H . R id y a r d  '(W orsley) 5-6 , T . '  
Jo n es  7-8. H e  w a s  c a r r ie d  j o  h is la s t  re s tin g  p la c e , b y  h is  b ro th e r  
rin g e rs , J a m e s  D e n n e r, J o h n  D en n er, A . B u r to n , J .  L e e , P . H . D e r b y ­
sh ire , J .  H . R id y a r d , T . Jon es a n d  F .  C r itc h le y .

T h e  serv ice  in  ch u rc h  w a s co n d u cted  b y  th e  V ic a r , th e  R e v . H  
L a w to n , a n d  th e  o rg a n is t , M r. F . A in sc o u g h , p la y e d  ‘ O  re s t in  th e  
L o r d  ’ a n d  ‘  I  k n o w  t h a t  m y  R ed eem er, l iv e t h . ’ D e ce a se d ’s fa v o u r it e s  
h y m n , * A b id e  w ith  m e ,’ w as also  su n g. H e w a s  78 v e a rs  o f  a g e .

M r. P o t t e r  h a d  r u n g  in  th e  fo llo w in g  110  p e a ls  fo r  th e  L a n c a s h ire  
A sso c ia tio n : S e v e n  M in o r m ethods 2, fo u r  M in or m eth o d s 1 , B o b  
T r ip le s  2, D a r la s to n  B o b  T rip le s  2,- D u ffie ld  M a jo r  3. D o u b le  N o rw ic h
4, S u p e r la t iv e  4, B o b  M a jo r  5, K e n t  T re b le  B o b  20, O x fo rd  T r e b le  
B o b  2. G ra n d sire  T r ip le s  16, S te d m a n  C a te rs  1 , S te d m a n  T r ip le s  48 
to t a l  110 . P

W I N N E R S H , B E R K S .— O n D e ce m b e r 6th  a t  T h e  B r ia r s , W e stfie ld s  
R o a d , 720 B o b  M in o r on h an d b ells  : M rs. B . C . C a st le  (con d u ctor) 1-2
B . C . C a st le  3-4, T . D a v ie s  5-6. T h e  first 720 b v  r in g e rs  o f  1-2 a n d  
5-6. F ir s t  in  h a n d  b y  3 4 .
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A  N A T IO N A L  A S S O C IA T IO N .
To th e E d itor.

D e a r  Sir*— I  se e  o n e  o f  y o u r  co rresp o n d en ts  h a s  a g a in  ra is e d  th e  
q u estion  o f a  N a tio n a l A sso cia tio n . -W e h a v e  h e a rd  a b o u t th is  th in g  
s e v e r a l ' tim e s  b e fo re , b u t  n o b o d y  e v e r  does a n y th in g . S u r e ty  th e  
b en efits  m u s t b e  a p p a r e n t  to  e v e ry o n e , a l l  w e  w a n t  is  so m eb o d y  to  
ta k e  th e  th in g  in  h a n d  a n d  c a r r y  i t  th ro u g h . . .

I t  is  n o  g o od , I  th in k , w a it in g  fo r  t h e . o ld  m em b ers o f  th e  E x erc ise  
to  a c t, th e y  a r e  to o  m u ch  s e t  in  th e ir  o ld  w a y s  a n d  sa tis fie d  w ith  
th in g s  as th e y  axe. N o w  is  th e  t im e  fo r  th e  y o u n g e r  m en  to  com e 
fo xw a x d  a n d  ta k e  the. le a d . T h e  o x g a n isa t io n  o f  th e  E x e rc ise  sh ou ld  
b e  xefoxm ed fro m  to p  to  b o tto m , t h e  p ro p e r  p erson s p u t in  ch a rg e , 
a n d  i f  i t  m ea n s s c r a p p in g  som e o f  th e  o ld  fo g ie s  w e  ca n ’ t  h e lp  t h a t .

W h o  is th e re  t h a t  w i ll  g iv e  u s  a  le a d ?

‘ L O O K I N G  F O R W A R D .'

W E S T  H A M  T E N O R .
W e  a r e  in fo rm e d  b y  M r. A lb e r t  A . H u g h e s , o f  'the W h ite c h a p e l 

F o u n d r y , t h a t  th e  o ld  te n o r  a t  W e s t  H a m  b y  S a m u e l K n ig h t  w e ig h e d  
25 cw t. 22 lb ., a n d  t h a t  th a  b e ll  w a s  r e c a s t  in  1847 b y  M e a rs  a n d  
n o w  w eig h s  26 cw t. 2  q r . 5  lb .

W A R K T O N  B E L L R IN G E R S  W ED DING .
O n S a tu r d a y , N o v e m b e r 15 th , a t  A ll  S a in ts ’ C h u rc h , S to n e y c ro ft , 

L iv e rp o o l, M r. A rc h ib a ld  S t a n le y  T o s e la n d  w a s  m a rr ie d  to  M iss 
M a rg a x e t D o d d , o f  G o rto n  R o a d , L iv e rp o o l. T h e  b rid e g ro o m , w h o  is  
th e  y o u n g e s t so n  o f M r. a n d  M rs. G . T o se la n d , o f  W a r k to n , is  a 
m e m b e r o f  th e  lo c a l c o m p a n y  o f  r in g e rs  a n d  also  o f  t h e  lo c a l H om e 
G u a rd . T h e  b rid e  is  th e  o n ly  d a u g h te r  o f  M rs. a n d  th e  la t e  M r. 
E d w a r d  D o d d .

T h e  ce rem o n y  w a s  p e rfo rm e d  b y  th e  R e v . E . B . W h it le y , a n d  tw o  
h ym n s, ‘  O  p e r fe c t  lo v e  ’  a n d  ‘ F o r  th e  b e a u ty  o f th e  e a x th ,’ w exe su n g.

T h e  b r id e  w a s  g iv e n  a w a y  b y  h e r  b ro th e r , M r. P a u l  D o d d , a n d  th e  
b rid e sm a id  w a s  M iss E liz a b e th  W r ig h t , h e r  cou sin . M r. N o rm a n  
F e r r is  (a  fr ie n d  o f  th e  b rid eg ro o m ), o f  K e t te r in g , w a s  b e s t  m an .

A f t e r  th e  re c e p tio n  th e  h a p p y  co u p le  le f t  fo x  R h o s-o n -S ea  fo x  th e  
ho n eym o o h.

A m o n g s t th e  p x e se n ts  x ece ived  w a s  a n  e le c tx ic  ta b le  la m p  fro m  th e  
R e c to r  a n d  r in g e rs  o f  S t . E d m u n d ’s, W a r k to n .

P E A L S  A T  BID D EN D EN .
To th e E dftor.

D e a r  S ir ,— I n  a  co rn er o f  B id d e n d e n  b e l f r y  th e re  is  a  p e a l b o a rd  
re c o r d in g  fo u r  p e a ls  ru n g  b v  th e  B id d e n d e n  Y o u th s  in  th e  y e a rs  
1786 a n d  1787. T w o  w e re  5,(m)’s o f  B o b  M a jo r , on e 6,720 B o b  M a jo r , 
a n d  o n e  5,376 K e n tis h  T r e b le  B o b . I t  d oes n o t s a y  w h o  co m p o sed  th e  
p ea ls , o r  w h o  co n d u c te d  th e m , th e  o n ly  d is tin c tio n  b e in g  t h a t  th e  
te n o r  r in g e r ’s n a m e  is in  p r in te d  le tte rs .

I  sh ou ld  th in k  th is  b a n d  m u st h a v e  r u n g  p e a ls  in  o th e r  to w e rs , b u t 
I  h a v e  n o t  b een  a b le  to  t r a c e  a n y . P e r h a p s  som eone e lse ca n  do 
b e t te r .  R . E D W A R D S .

W e s t  H ou se, T e n te rd e n .

‘THE COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A  History o f  the Society 

bx J. ARMIGER T R O L L O P E
* T h is  is  o n e  o f  th e  v e r y  fe w  b o o k s  I  h a v e  re a d  w h ic h  seem  to  

m e m ig h t, w ith  a d v a n ta g e , h a v e  b een  c o n s id e ra b ly  lo n g e r .’— The 
D ea n  o f  St. Paul's.

* M r. T ro llo p e  h a s  a c h ie v e d  m ore th a n  h is  im m e d ia te  p u rp ose  
o f w r it in g  a  h is to ry  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  o f C o lle g e  Y o u th s . S o  closely 
h a s  th e  g u ild  been  id e n tifie d  w ith  E n g lish  ch a n g e  r in g in g  t h a t  it s  
h is to ry  is  to  a  v e ry  la r g e  e x te n t  an  a c c o u n t o f  th e  a n c ie n t ffport o f 
r in g in g  d e v e lo p e d  in to  an  elabcw ate a r t .  . . .

1 T h r o u g h o u t h is  b o o k  M r. T ro llo p e  ta k e s  h is  re a d e rs  in to  a 
s tr a n g e  a n d  fa s c in a t in g  w o rld  w h o se tr a d it io n s  60 p e cu lia r ly  
E n g lish  d e se rv e  fa r  m ore p o p u la r  a tte n tio n  th a n  t h e y  u su a lly  

r e c e iv e . ’— T h e Guardian.

INCLUD IN G PACKING AND 
POSTAGE 

D ire c t  f ro m  ‘ T h e  Ringing World* 
L o w e r  Pyrford  Road, W o k in g , S u rre y

G R A N D S IR E  C A T E R S .
THE DEVELOPM ENT OF COMPOSITION.

B y  E d g a r  C .  S h e p h e r d .

(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p a g e  587.)

The collection of peals of Grandsire Caters published by 
the Central Council in 1903 forms a basis for much in- 
teresting- study of the diversity of plans and musical 
arrangements.

Broadly speaking, there are six plans of composition 
given in the book, and each of these plans offers a great 
Variety of treatment. To print them, all would not be 
possible, but for the benefit of the student- it is proposed 
here to tabulate them and to • show where outstanding 
examples of each may be found.\ The numbers refer to 
the numbers of the compositions in the Collection.

1. The old Classical plan. Nos. 1 to 8 . The peals by 
Annable, Holt and Reeves have already been discussed. 
Some 19th century composers turned back to this plan, 
and their compositions will be found here and in Nos. 25 
to 31.

2. Tittum Plan Short Courses. Of these there is a 
large selection, and the best of them exploit the 6th and 
the 5th. Hubbard’s 5039 (No. 33) and Johnson’s 5003 
(No. 37) are good examples of the 5th and 6th the extent 
in 5th’s place. In both compositions the arrangement of 
the main blocks is very symmetrical, but Johnson’s peal 
suffers from a clumsy opening course. Carter’s 5,003 
(No. 60) and Johnson’s 5,003 (No. 61) are both splendid 
examples of the 6th her extent Wrong and Right. In 
No. 60 the extra courses needed to.make up the five thou­
sand form a little block in the middle of the peal. In 
No. 61 Johnson makes up his number by running three 
course in the Handstroke Home position. Note that in 
this peal there is no call on 89 or on 978.

3. Tittums and H andstroke H om e. The most satis­
factory Handstroke Home music is- produced when the 
6th is behind the 8th. There are 24 such courses, nearly 
enough for half a peal. A popular form of"composition, 
therefore, is the ‘ half-and-half ’ peal, where rather more 
than half the 5,000 is in the Tittums and the remainder in 
the Hfindstroke Home. Carter’s 5,039 (No. 53) has the 
6th twenty-four courses behind the 9th in the Tittums, 
followed by the standard 24 Hancfetroke Home courses. 
Six courses at the beginning, with 5th in 5th’s place, make 
up the required number. Hattersley’s 5,021 (No. 54) has 
the same Tittum and Handstroke Home properties, but 
by turning the bells into the Inverted Tittums for five 
courses in the middle of the peal the composer preserves 
the 6th in 5th’s place throughout. Both these composi­
tions haye clumsy opening courses.

4. Inverted Tittums. James George’s 5,003 (No. 75) - 
is a very good example of neat construction. The com­
poser gives the extent of the 6th, Right and Wrong, and 
concludes with six courses in the Handstroke Home. 
The peal is in short courses throughout, and it would be 
rather difficult to find a better Inverted Tittum plan. In i 
‘ The Bell News ’ of December 14th, 1895, Mr. William 
Willson published an excellent 5,075 in the Inverted Tit­
tums and Handstroke Home, with a footnote, ‘ Specially 
suitable for a muffled peal.’

These are the two chief plans for Inverted Tittums 
peals, but the more popular is the second one, the ‘ half- 
and-half ’ plan.
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5. Tittums and Handstroke H om e alternately. This 
is a very beautiful plan, and one that attracted that fine 
composer, Arthur Knights. In the Central Council Cpl- 
lection No. 55 is the only example of Mr. Knights’ work 
on this plan. Here the bells are turned almost every 
course. His usual plan, however, was to run a short 
block of courses in the Tittums followed by a block of the 
same size in the Handstroke Home. * The Bell News ’ 
of March 4th, 1899, published a splendid 5,021 by W il­
liam Kent in which the bells are turned every six courses. 
A deservedly popular 5,057 by William Mickelwright is 
on the same lines.

Thfe best compositions of this type aim, of course, at 
keeping the 6th in 5th’s place throughout and as there 
are not enough courses of this type to make up a 5,000, 
the odd courses are usually woven into the beginning of 
the peal.

6 . Other positions o f 789. The best of these contain 
the 7968 position. W . T . Elson’s 5,021 (No. 98) is an 
outstanding composition. Twelve opening courses in the 
7968 position lead to twelve Tittum courses with the 6th 
at home. Six transition courses follow, and then the 6th 
is behind the 9th for twelve courses. The last twelve 
courses are in the Handstroke Home. George Cleal’s 
5,021 (No. 96) ha% alternate 7968 and 6978 courses, and 
after the first six preliminary courses has calls at 2^3.4 
•in each course.

Nos. 72, 83, 85, 90, 92 and 9^ reveal some interesting 
experiments in the use of the six positions of 789. Un­
fortunately some of thes'e positions are of little musical 
value, and the merit of such compositions lies chiefly in 
the ingenuity of their construction.

A study of the Central Council Collection will perhaps, 
produce the impression that the possibilities of Grandsire 
Caters were exhausted by the end of the 19th century. A 
study of subsequent compositions, however, will correct 
this impression, and will clearly indicate that the Collec­
tion needs revising, rearranging and augmenting. The 
work of the later composers concentrates on the exploita­
tion of musical positions like 7968 and 7896. Among 
these composers may be mentioned Frederick Dexter and 
Ernest Morris. In 1911 Dexter produced a splendid 
5,039, a regular production in two halves, the first half 
running in alternate 6978 and 7968 courses, and the 
second half having 7896 and 7698 alternately. Ernest 
Morris' 5,022, also published in 1911, is in three regular 
parts, using 7968, 7689, and 6789, and'having the front 
bells in the same position in each part. The same com­
poser’s 5,021, published in 1913, opens with seven courses 
in the 7968 position, and then proceeds to run the extent 
of the 7896 and 7698 positions.

Of recent years, experiments have been made in the use 
of the inverted forms of 7896 and 7968 for the purpose of 
muffled ringing; and as late as 1935 George W . Deben- 
ham composed and .conducted two very interesting ̂ com-

(C o n tin u e d  in  n e x t  co lu m n .)

N O T I C E S .
N O TIC ES must be received N O T LA TE R  TH AN  

M ONDAY.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— The 
annual meeting will be held at Stoke-on-Trent on Satur­
day, December 13th, at 3 p.m. Tea at 5.30. All 
members and ringers welcome.— Andrew Thompson, 63, 
Whitehouse Road, Cross Heath, Newcastle, Staffs.

G L O U C E S T E R  & B R IS T O L  DIO CESAN  ASSO­
C IA T IO N .— Bristol City Branch.—-The annual meeting 
of the Branch will be held on Saturday, December 13th, at 
the Haymarket Hotel (opposite St. james’). The business 
will include the election of officers for the ensuing year, 
presentation of annual accounts and ‘ Shall the Branch 
continue to hold its monthly meetings ? ’ Handbells 
available from 3 p.m. Tea and meeting to follow.— A. M . 
Tyler, Branch Hon. Sec.

GLOUCESTER AN D B R ISTO t ASSOCIATION.—  
Swindon Branch.— Annual branch meeting at Rodbourne 
Cheney Sunday School on Saturday, December 13th, at 
6 p.m. Handbells available.-—W . B. Kynaston, 37, 
Vicarage Road, Swindon, Wilts.

O X F O R D  DIO CESAN  G U IL D .— Central Bucks 
Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Waddesdon 
on Saturday, December 13th. Handbells from 3 p.m. 
Tea 4 30 p.m. Service 6 p.m. All welcome.— F . Gibbard, 
30 Horn Street, Winslow, Bucks.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, December 
20th, at the Bell Foundry, Whitechapel Road, E .l , at 
3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., 1, Eversfield Road, 
Reigate.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Meeting 
at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey, ‘ Saturday, De­
cember 27th. Handbells from 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. All 
welcome.— H. G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel Avenue, W at­
ford.

G R A N D S IR E  C A T E R S
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p re v io u s  co lu m n .)

positions in which he used the extents of 57968 and 97568 
course ends.

I have attempted to survey the development of com­
position in Grandsire Caters from the first establishment 
of a musical form, and have, I hope, shown how more 
and more interesting and complex the compositions have 
become. Far from being the ‘ same thing over and over 
again ’ (as ‘ Plain Speaker ’ wrote in 1898), or ‘ very unin­
teresting- to the average ringer ’ (as Mr. Trollope wrote 
in 1941), peals of Grandsire Caters, considered musically 
and construction ally, seem to offer a wider and more 
varied field for study ■ than peals in any other method. 
The {k>ssibilities of Tittum and Handstroke Home 
compositions are probably (though not certainly) ex­
hausted, but the use and combinations of other platings 
of 6789 still provide the composer with a wealth of musi­
cal material.

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T I M A T E S  S U B M I T T E D  FOR N E W  C L O C K S , C H IM E  A D D IT IO N S ,  R EPAIRS  
OR R E P A IN T IN G  C F  D IALS .

—  -  ' ■ -
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The Central Council Publications
* TO  BE O B T A IN E D  PO ST FREE '«•  

fr o m  th e  
R ev. E. S . P O W E L L , S ta v e r to n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n try

I. d.
C O L L E C T I O N  O F  P E A L S — S e c tio n  I I .  (P la in  B o b  and

D o u b le  O x fo rd  B ob) ............ ........................... ... ... 9
C O L L E C T I O N  O F  P E A L S — Sectio n  I I I .  (D o u b le  N o rw ich ) ... 9
C O R R I G E N D A  L E A F L E T  issued fr e e  w ith  th e  a b o v e  collection s

C O L L E C T I O N  O F  T R I P L E S  M E T H O D S  ......................................  1 O
R E P O R T  O F  C O N F E R E N C E  W I T H  S .P .A .B ..................................  6

C A R D  O F  I N S T R U C T IO N S  I N  T H E  C A R E  A N D  U S E  O F  
B E L L S  ... ... .... .. . ... .. . ... ... .. . ...

M E T H O D  S H E E T S .— S ted m a n  an d  G ra n d sire  T rip le s  ............ 3
C a m b rid g e  S u rp rise  M a jo r ....................  '2
D o u b le  N o rw ich  an d  C a m b rid g e  C o u rt 3
B r is to l S u r p rise  M a jo r  ........... ........... 2

H I N T S  T O  I N S T R U C T O R S  A N D  B E G I N N E R S  ..................... 2
V A R I A T I O N  A N D  T R A N S P O S I T I O N  ............................................... 1  O
C O L L E C T I O N  O F  D O U B L E S  A N D  M IN O R  M E T H O D S  (N ew

S d itio n ) ................................................................  ......................................  2  0

T h e  Jasper S now don  Series
R E V I S E D  P R I C E S

* R O P E - S I G H T ,* Is . lO d .; n in th  e d itio n ; 150 p a g e s ;  t r e a ts  P la in  B o b  
co m m en cin g  on th re e  bells.

‘ G R A N D S I R E ,’ * 2s. lO d .; second e d itio n ; 204 p ages, co m m en cin g  on 
five  bells, co m p lete  w ith  th e  T h om p son  C h a rts , e tc . •

* S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S /  n in th  e d itio n , 2s. lOd.
* S T E D M A N ,’ 2s. lO d. A n  e n tir e ly  new  book b y  J . A rm ig e r  T ro llop e .

C o n ta in s  fu ll in s tru ctio n s  fo r r in g in g  and  co n d u c tin g  th e  m eth od
oo 5 to  11  b e lls , w ith  to u ch es and p eals, and p roo f a n d  com position .

‘ T R E B L E  B O B ,*  Is. lO d .j second e d itio n ; w ith  a p p e n d ix ;  100 p ages.
‘ S U R P R I S E  M E T H O D S .’ 2s. lOd A book b y  th e  la te  R ev . C  D . P  

D a v ie s , M .A ., F  R .A .S . C o n ta in s  a  ta b u la te d  lis t  o f  p ea ls , 10 
d ia g ra m s, 126 p ages.

A ll  p o st fr e e , on feo erp t o f  p o s ta l ord er, from

Mias MARGARET E, SNOWDON

W o o d la n d s , N ew b y  B rid g e , U lv e rsto n , L a n cs

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLFS AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchard^, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7|d. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
b y  E . S . a n d  M . P O W E L L .

C o n ta in in g  fu ll an d  co m p le te  in stru ctio n  fro m  th e  first h a n d lin g  
o f  a  b e ll to  th e  r in g in g  and  co n d u c tin g  o f  p ea ls  o f G ra n d sire , 
S te d m a n , P la in  B o b  a n d  K e n t  T re b le  B o b .

L a r g e  se lectio n  o f  C om p osition s in c lu d ed .
P r ic e  —  C o m p le te  ed ition , to  8 b e lls , c lo th , 120pp., 2 / 9  

co p ies fo r  1 5 / - ) ,  6 b ell ed ition  sew n , p a p e r  oovers, 64pp., 
1 / 2  (6 cop ies fo r  6 /-)-

O b tainable on ly  p o st fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 
S tav erto n  Vi oa ra g e . near D aventry.

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’ -
N O TED  FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STR ETCH IN G

Eat. 1 8 2 0  ■ i Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rices in cre a se , 
p r e -w a r  q u ality , and sen d  us y o u r  old  Bell R opes  

fo r  rep a irs  w h ilst n ot in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M A T S  A N D  B EL L M U F F L E R S
^  ll^  11̂  II

S u ita b le  fo r  P re s e n ta t io n  o r  
W e d d in g  G if t

Correctly Modelled BELL IKKSTAKD In Solid Silver.

Diameter 2Jin 2Jin, a#n.. 3iin. 4in. 4iin. 5in. SHn 
Price 1 8 /8  2 2 /8  2 8 /6  3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /8  6 7 /6  7 8 ,6

The 5iii. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optician

Telephone 276 " W O K I I N G -

SMITH of DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, I  ondon, 

and throughout the world.

John S m ith  & S on s, M idland C lock  W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 4 5 5 6 9  Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the W ood bridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford, arid Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams
Buildings, London, E.C.4. ^
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GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON L*d-
CROYDON

*

Founders of the 
HEAVIEST BELLS

Cast in England

and Carillons of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE

in
CANADA 

S. AFRICA 
NEW ZEALAND

*  «• 

Telephone 

Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

T H E  B A N  R E M A IN S .
It was hardly to be expected that, coming at such a 

moment as it did, when Japan had just entered the war 
against us with such momentous possibilities, the ques­
tion raised in Parliament, suggesting the lifting of the 
ban on bells, should have led to any alteration in the posi­
tion. It is doubtful if, under any circumstances, a favour­
able reply would have been given, but no time could have 
been more unfortunate or unpropitious than within a few 
hours of a new enemy treacherously entering the field. 
That there was a fairly widespread desire that the ban 
should be lifted by Christmas was obvious frorft the views 
which had been expressed in a number of the great 
national newspapers, and there may have been some hope 
that at long last the bells could safely be used for their 
normal purpo^, but the authorities are of opinion that 
there is no alteration in the-position, or of the possible 
need for the use of the bells since the matter was raised 
in the House of Commons a year ago. For every reason 
we regret it, but most of all for the fact that the enforced . 
silence of our towers robs the people of this land of the 
heritage of a thousand years— the cheerful, comforting, 
inspiring sound of the bells.

What advantage, exactly, the ringing of the bells will 
give in the event of airborne invasion we must leave the 
Army authorities to decide, but if it is to call out the 
Home Guard it is, in itself,' a very doubtful expedient, if 
speed is the essence of the alarm. As Mr. A. P. Herbert 
so well put it in his recently published trenchant verse, 
there are other and quicker means in these days of call­
ing men to arms. If the ringing of the bells were to be 
a warning to the public to stay indoors there might be 
some justification for their use, but it has been officially 
stated that the sounding of the bells in no way concerns 
the ordinary public.

However, futile as it may seem to us ringers as an 
effective warning, the ringing of the bells for this pur­
pose is still to be retained as an emergency measure, and 
we all have to bow to -the decree which keeps the bells 
hanging in silence. For eighteen months now the ban has 
been imposed, and it would seem that there will have to 
be a vast change in the situation before there is the least 
likelihood of its being lifted. It has been, of course, a 
staggering blow to the art of ringing, and when the war 
is over let no one imagine that we in the Exercise can 
return to the ropes and start again where we laid them 
down. There has been a hiatus from which it will take, 
perhaps, a long time t® recover, but the speed of recovery 
will largely depend upon the effort that is made now by 

(Continued on page 602.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(ESTABLISHED,1833). ; '

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Mahers of many of the largest and most important Clocks  

in the World.
CLOCKS REPAIRED) A N D  D IA L S  RESTORED.I

‘THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k fie ld  T e r ra c e , B u rle y , Leeds.”

And a t  8 ,  A delphl C h a m b e r s , S h a k e sp e a r e  S t . ,  
N e w o a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

an d  9 6 ,  C a rv e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .so

THE- R IN G E R ’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved 

—as Illustration.
act. HALL MARKED GOLD 
HALL MARKED SILVER 
GILT OR WHITE METAL

. .  45/- 

. .  7/6 
, .  4/-

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

Exact sice

GEO. STACEY,
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

M ETHOD SPLICIN G
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

'  Study this latest phase of the Art  
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 

■METHOD SPLICIN G ,’ price 1/3 (post free) 
from * The Ringing World ’ Office, 

LOW ER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer ,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of 0EPM O N D SEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh. St. A!b«ns, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s. 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

those still left at home to retain interest and to keep alive 
the practice of change ringing.

It can be done and is being done in many places, per­
haps more than is generally known, but there are, we fear, 
far, too many centres where, when the ban is eventually 
lifted, and the war ends, there will be the greatest diffi­
culty in restarting. It is the associations’ duty to keep 
a watchful eye on all these spots and, even if nothing can 
be done with them under present circumstances, plans 
should be prepared so that these towers cah be brought 
again into activity with the least possible delay. W e  are 
still in the midst of the war, but that is no reason why we 
should not look ahead; indeed we must, if we are not to 
sacrifice years of progress. There are some districts in 
which the associations are doing excellent work, but there 
are others where, we are afraid, serious effort is lacking. 
The discouragement of the ban is admittedly great, and 
for the present there is no prospect of its being removed. 
W e would, however, 'like to see some of our organisations 
rising to greater heights to surmount the difficulties now 
before them. There will be no harvest to garner after the 
war unless spade work is put in now.

H A N D B E L L  P E A L S .
N O T T I N G H A M .

T H E  M I D L A N D  C O U N T I E S  A S S O C IA T I O N .

On Thursday, December 11, 1941, in One H our and T h irty -F ive Minutes, 
A t  V e r n o n  H o u s e , F r ia r  L a n b ,

A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  D O U B L E 8 ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
F o rty -tw o  e x te n ts .

P h il ip  R e e d ................................  1-2 | R a l p h  N a r b o r o d g h  .............. 3-4
B e r n a r d  B r o w n .......................  3-6
Conducted b y  B b r n a r d  B r o w n .

H A V E R C R O F T , W A K E F I E L D , Y O R K S H I R E .
T H E  Y O R K S H I R E  A S S O C IA T I O N .

( B a r n s l e y  a n d  D is t r ic t  S o c ie t y .)
On F tid ay, December 12, 1941, in Tw o H ours and Eighteen Minutes,

A t  36, B r ia r  L a n e ,
A PEAL OF SPLICED PLAIN AND CAINSBOROUCH L IT T L E  BOB 

M AJOR, 5 0 16  CHANCE8 j 

T e n o r  s iz e  14 in  D .

D a n ie l  S m ith  .......................  1.2 I P b t r r  W o o d w a r d  .............. 5-6
H a r o l d  C h a n t  .......................  3-4 | R a y m o n d  F o r d  .......................  7-8
Composer of peal unknown. Arranged from Peal 41 C.C. Collection 

Conducted b y  H a r o l d  C h a n t .
F ir s t  p e a l o f  S p lic e d  M a jo r  ‘ in  h a n d  ’ b y  a l l  th e  b a n d . E a ch  course 

ru n g  P .P .G .P .P .

H I N O K L E Y , L E I C E S T E R S H I R E .

T H E  M I D L A N D  C O U N T I E S  A S S O C IA T I O N .

On F tiday, December 12, 1941, in One H ou r and F ifty  Minutes,
A t  74, C l a r e n d o n  R o a d ,

A  P E A L  O F  D O U B L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
B e in g  720 e a c h  o f  S t .  S im o n ’ s, M o rn in g  S t a r , L o n d o n , P la in  B ob, 

A p r il  D a y , C a n te r b u r y  a n d . G ra n d sire .

A l f r e d  Jo r d o n  .......................  1-2 | A l f r e d  B a l l a r d .......................  3-4
I L e s l i e  H .  T r b m e b r ..............  5-6

Conducted b y  A l f r e d  B a l l a r d .
A r r a n g e d  fo r  th e  r in g e r  o f  5-6, b e in g  his f irs t  p e a l in  seven  m eth od s 

a n d  f irs t  a t te m p t fo r  a  h a n d b e ll p e a l. H e w a s  e le c te d  a  m em b er o f 
th e  M .C .A . b e fo re  s ta r t in g . A lso  ru n g  as  a  b ir th d a y  co m p lim en t to  
M rs. F . K .  M e a su re s  a n d  t o  th e  co n d u cto r.

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established ISO years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM
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B I C E N T E N A R Y  O F  H O R S E L L  B E L L S .
A SURREY COMMEMORATION.

T w o  h u n d red  y e a rs  ag o  la s t  S u n d a y  th e  six  b ells  s t il l  h a n g in g  in  
th e  N o rm a n  to w e r o f th e  P a r is h  C h u rc h  o f  H orse ll, S u r r e y , w ere  ru n g  
fo r  th e  f irs t  tim e . T h e y  h a d  b een  r e c a s t  fro m  fo u r  e a r lie r  ones by 
R o b e r t  C a tlin , w ho h a d  a b o u t tw o  y e a rs  e a r lie r  su cceed ed  to  th e  
bu sin ess in  H olb o rn  o f  S a m u e l K n ig h t . C a tlin  c a s t  a  co n sid era b le  
n u m b er o f  b ells  f<jr S u r r e y  b e tw e e n  1740 and 1751, b u t  H o rse ll re ta in s  
th e  o n ly  co m p lete  six  b y  h im  in  th e  co ifn ty .

T w o  h u n d red  y e a rs  ago th e re  w ere  a lm ost c e rta in ly  g r e a t  c e le b ra ­
tion s in  th e  v illa g e  o f  H o rse ll w h en  th e  new  b ells  w ere  rui\g fo r  th e  
first tim e, fo r  h a d  th e y  n ot been  p ro v id ed  fo r  th e  ‘ p a rish  ’ ? ‘ H e a lth  
an d  p ro sp e rity  to  a l l o u r b e n e fa c to rs ,’ sa y s  th e  in scrip tio n  oA o n e ; 
‘ P r o s p e r ity  to  th e  P a r is h  o f H o rse ll * is  th e  w ish  reco rd ed  on a n o th er.

L a st S u n d a y  w ou ld  d o u b tle ss  h a v e  w itn essed  th e  s u ita b le  c e le b ra ­
tion  o f  th e  b ic e n te n a ry , in  w h ich  th e  b e lls  th em selv es  w o u ld  h a v e  
p la y e d  th e ir  p a r t  h a d  th e re  b een  no b a n  on r in g in g . B u t  th e  e v e n t 
w a s  n o t a llo w ed  to  p ass u n m a rk e d . E ven son g, now  h eld  in  t h e  a f t e r ­
n oon  b ecau se  o f  b la c k -o u t d iffic u lt ie s ,'w a s  sp e c ia lly  a d a p te d  a s  a  co m ­
m em o ra tio n , a n d  fo r  a  w ild , w e t  D e ce m b e r d a y  th e re  w a s  q u ite  a 
la r g e  co n g re g a tio n , w ho w ere  ‘ ru n g  in  ’ b y  six  or th e  lo c a l r in g e rs  
w ith  cou rses o f  G ra n d sir e  D o u b les on h an d b ells .

T h e  serv ice  w a s  co n d u cted  b^ th e  V ic a r  (th e  R e v . F . A . W o o d a rd ), 
a n d  th e  P sa lm s (in c lu d in g  th e  150th), th e  lessons a n d  th e  h y m n s h ad  
b een  a p p ro p ria te ly  chosen. S p e c ia l p ra y e rs  w ere  o ffered  fo r  th o se  
w ho, in  tim es o f p e a c e , r in g  c h u rch  b ells  a n d  th o se  w h o  a r e  ca lled  
b y  th e ir  sound.

T H E  P U R P O S E  O F  T H E  B E L L S .
P r e a c h in g  fr o m  E xo d u s x x v iii. ,  35, o rd e rin g  g o ld en  b e lls  to  b e  p laced  

on th e  ro b e o f th e  H ig h  P r ie s t , th e  V ic a r  sa id  i t  w a s  v e r y  n o tic e a b le  
how  m uch a t te n t io n  w a s  p a id  in  th e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t to  th e  r it u a l o f  
w o rsh ip , its  o rd erlin ess, it s  d ig n ity , it s  b e a u ty . G od  w o u ld  h a v e  th em  

iv e  o n ly  th e ir  v e r y  b e s t to  H im . F o r  in sta n c e  th e  b e lls  on th e  
o tto m  o f A a r o n ’s ro b e w ere  to  b e  o f  g o ld ; a n d  tn e y  w e r e  r e a l b e lls  

b ecau se  th e y  w ere  fo r  a  p u rpose. T h e  b e lls  o f H o rse ll C h u rc h  h a d  a 
s im ila r  p u rp o se, to  le t  th e  p eop le  k n o w  w h en  th e  serv ice  w a s  a b ou t 
to  s t a r t  a n d  w hen i t  w a s  g o in g  to  end. A n d  n o t o n ly  d id  th e  b ells  
do th is , b u t th e y  also, am o n g  o th e r  th in g s , ta u g h t  u s rev eren ce .

A s  th e y  kr.ew , co n tin u ed  th e  V ic a r , t h a t  d a y  w a s  th e  200th a n n i­
v e rs a ry  o f th e  firs t r in g in g  o f  th e  p re s e n t b e lls  in  H o rse ll C h u rch  
to w e r. O r ig in a lly  th e r e  w ere  o n ly  fo u r  b ells  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  ta k e n  
d o w n  on O c to b e r  23rd, 1741, an d  re p la c e d  b y  six  n ew  bells , th e  b ells 
tfh ic h  w ere  th e re  to -d a y , an d  th e y  w ere  ru n g  fo r  th e  firs t  t im e  on 
D ecem b er 14th , 1741. E ven  a t  su ch  a  tim e  as th e  p re s e n t i t  seem ed 
to  h im  th e y  should  n o t le t  su ch  an  occasion  p ass w ith o u t th o u g h ts  o f 
th a n k fu ln e ss  fo r  th e ir  ybells, fo r  th o se  w h o  p u t th e m  th e r e  an d  fo r 
th o se  w ho h a d  served  an d  w orsh ip p ed  in  t h a t  ch u rch  th ro u g h  th ese  
m a n y  y e a re .

A n  occasion  such  as t h a t  w a s bou n d  to  sen d  th e ir  thought®  b a c k  to 
those w ho in e a r lie r  g e n e ra tio n s  h a d  h e a rd  th e  sound o f  H o rse ll b ells  
in  th e ir  jo y s  a n d  sorro w s— h a d  h e a rd  th em  r in g in g  o u t on S u n d a y s  
a n d  on  w e e k d a y s  c a llin g  th em  to  sh a re  in th e  g r e a t  fe s tiv a ls  o f th e  
C h u rc h . T h e y  h a d  h e a rd  th e m  p ro c la im in g  a n d  g iv in g  th a n k s  for 
g r e a t  n a tio n a l even ts, fo r  co ro n a tio n s  a n d  ju b ile e s , v ic to r ie s , a rm istices  
a n d  p eace. T h e y  h ad  h e a rd  th em  c e le b ra tin g ' im p o r ta n t  p r iv a te  
e v e n ts ;  th e y  h a d  h e a rd  th em  a s  w e d d in g  b e lls  an d  th e y  h a d  h eard  
th e  p assin g  b ell a n d  fu n e ra l k n e ll.

T H E  S I L E N C E  O F  T H E  B E L L S .
M a n y  o f us, co n tin u ed  th e  V ic a r , fe e l t h a t  i t  is  a p it y  i t  h a s  been  

co n sid ered  n e ce ssa ry  a t  th is  tim e  to  s ilen ce  th e  b e lls  so t h a t  th e y  
sh ou ld  b e  k e p t o n ly  to' b e  r u n g  a s  a w a rn in g , b e c a u se  ch u rch  b ells  
h ave  a n  in flu en ce a ll th e ir  ow n , fa r  g r e a te r  th a n  m a n y  p e o p le  rea lise , 
an  e n co u ra g in g , u p lift in g , c o m fo rtin g  in flu en ce an d , I  th in k , a  r e ­
s tr a in in g  in flu en ce. C e r ta in ly  th e y  n ave  an  in flu en ce fo r  re v e re n ce  
fo r  G od  a n d  fo r  th e  h o ly  th in g s . A  g r e a t  sc ie n tis t w ho b e g a n  l i f e  as 
a sh ep h erd  an d  w ho used  to  h e a r  th e  sound o f  th e  v i lla g e  b e lls  flo a t­
in g  across th e  v a lle y , an d  w ho la te r  stu d ied  th e  g r e a t  m y ste rie s  o f 
lig h t  a n d  sound, d e c la re d  th a t  lig h t  a n d  sound w ere  lik e  th e  vesp er 
bells— m essen gers o f  G o d  c a ll in g  u s to  H im  th a t  w e  m a y  p ra is e  H is 
e v e r la s t in g  g lo r y . M a y  o u r  H o rse ll b e lls  soon r in g  o u t  a g a in  to  do 
th a t se rv ice  fo r  a ll w ho h e a r  th em , c a llin g  th e m  to  H im  t h a t  th e y  
m a y  p ra ise  H is  e v e r la s t in g  g lo ry .  ̂ -

In  som e to w ers , co n tin u ed  th e  V ic a r , th e  in scr ip tio n s  o n  ch u rch  b ells  
w ere  in stru c tiv e . T h e  in scr ip tio n s  on H o rse ll b e lls  m ig h t b e  in fo rm a ­
tive , b u t  th e y  w ere  n o t v^ ry e d ify in g . H e  p re fe rre d  th e  in scrip tio n s  
on th e  b e lls  in  a  ch u rch  n e a r L in c o ln . O n  th e  first w a s  * G lo ry  to 
G o d .’ H ow  r ig h t  th a t  w a s. T h e  b e lls  w ere  to  sou nd  n o t1 fo r  th e  
c r e d it  o f th e  p eop le  o f  th e  p a r is h  o r  th e  m a k e r  o f th e  b e lls , b u t to  
th e  g lo r y  o f  G o a . T h a t  sh o u ld  b e  th e  n o te  o f a l l th e ir  liVes as 
C h ris tia n s  an d  o f all th e ir  w o rsh ip . O n th e  next b e ll w e re  th e  w ord s
* P e a c e  on E a r th  ’— th e  o ld  so n g  o f  th e  a n g e ls  on t h a t  g r e a te s t  o f  a ll 
n ig h ts  in  th e  w o rld ’s h is to ry . w h ich  th e y  w ou ld  b e  c e le b ra tin g  n e x t 
w eek . O ne fo llo w e d  up on th e  o th e r . G lo ry  to  G od — i f  th e y  h a d  t h a t  
in  th e ir  life  th e y  w o u ld  h ave  p eace . W h en  th e  w o rld  g a v e  g lo r y  to  
G o d  th e re  w o u ld  be a re tu rn  to  p ea ce . B y  th e  g ra c e  o f G o d  he h oped 
H orse ll b e lls  w ou ld  soon be. r in g in g  out t h a t  m essa ge  once ■again—  
p eace on e a r th . T h e  th ir d  b e ll in  th e  p eal he w as re fe r r in g  to  w a s 
in scrib ed . ‘ T h e  liv in g  I  c a l l , ’ s u g g e s tiv e  o f  th e  g lo rio u s  E a s te r  lessons 
a n d  o f th e  o n ly  tr u e  life — ' th e  liv in g  I  ca ll ’ to  th e  l i f e  in  C h rist. 
T h ese , ad d ed  th e  p re a c h e r, w ere  som e o f  th e  th in g s  fo r  w hjph th e  

(C o n tin u ed  in  n e x t  co lu m n .)

O X F O R D  U N I V E R S I T Y  S O C I E T Y .
P R O M I S E  O F  A  S U C C E S S F U L  F U T U R E .

T h e  O x fo rd  U n iv e r s ity  S o c ie ty  has ju s t  e n jo y e d  a  te r m  w h ich  a u g u rs  
e x tre m e ly  w ell fo r  th e  future.- A t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  te rm  o n ly  
tliree  co m p e te n t r in g e rs  w ere , le f t  to  th e  so cie ty , b u t  a v ig o ro u s  r e ­
c r u itin g  ca m p a ig n  w a s  in it ia te d , w ith ^ th e  r e s u lt  t h a t  a b o u t 20 new  
m em b ers w ere  secu red — th re e -q u a rte rs  o f th em  la d ies .

P r a c t ic e s  h ave  been  h eld  in  N e w  C o lle g e  b e lfr y  e v e ry  W e d n e sd a y  
even in g, w h en  th e  b e g in n e rs  h a v e  b een  in s tru c te d  in  th e  h a n d lin g  o f 
a Dell, a n d  in  h an d b ell r in g in g — h a lf-w a y  th ro u g h  th e  te r m , th e  clock 
room , ju s t  ab ove , w a s  also  b la c k e d  o u t, so  t h a t  tw o  b a n d s cou ld  
p ra c tis e  h a n d b ells  s im u lta n e o u sly . T h e  h e lp  o f M iss C ro ss an d  M r. 
W . C . P o r te r  in th e  e a r ly  s ta g e s , w h en  b e g in n e rs  o u tn u m b e re d  ‘ o ld  
h an ds ’ b y  a b o u t five  to  one, w as a b s o lu te ly  in v a lu a b le . T h e  p ra ctib es  
on S a tu r d a y  e v e n in g s  h a v e  b een  d e v o te d  e x c lu s iv e ly  to  h a n d b e lls , as 
usu al, an d  h ere ' a g a in  i t  h as a lw a y s  b een  p ossib le  to  h a v e  tw o  sets  
go in g1 a t  th e  sam e tim e . O th e r  p r a c t ic e s  hfcve also  b een  h eld  fo r  th e  
nore a d v a n c e d  rin g e rs .

T h e  system  o f  te a c h in g  w h ic h  h as been  a d o p te d  m a y  b e  o f in te r e st. 
B eg in n ers  h a v e  been  m a d e  to  r in g  tw o  h a n d b e lls  fro m  th e  v e r y  first 
p ra c tic e . T h e y  co u ld  soon r in g  1-2, 2-3 an d  3-4 to  p la in -h u n tin g  
•ourses on six, an d  w ere  th e n  p u t  s t r a ig h t  on to  1-2 fo r  B o b  M in or. 
\ t  th e  end o f th e  te rm , te n  b eg in n ers, none o f  w h om  k n ew  a n y th in g  
ib o u t  r in g in g  w hen th e y  jo in e d  th e  so cie ty , co u ld  r in g  1-2 a n d  7-43 
to cou rses o f B o b  M a jo r , a n d  fiv e  m ore w e re  a t  hom e on 1-2 fo r 
courses o f G ra n d sire . T w o  o f th e se  b e g in n e rs  —  b o th  la d ie s  —  h ave  
show n esp ecia l a p titu d e . In  seven  w eek s, s ta r t in g  fro m  sc r a tc h , th e y  
b o th  re a ch e d  p e a l-r in g in g  s ta n d a rd  on 7-8 fo r  B o b  M a jo r , a n d  h a v e  
r u n g  s e v e r a l n e a r ly  p e r fe c t  co u rses o f  B o b  R o y a l, on  1-2 a n d  9-10 
re sp e c tiv e ly , as w e ll a s  r a th e r  m o re  s h a k y  cou rses o f  B o b  M a xim u s 
a n a  G ra n d sire  C in q u es.

S e v e ra l p e a l a tte m p ts  h a v e  b een  m ad e, a n d  one w a s  su ccessfu l. 
T h e o rig in a l in te n tio n  w a s  to  r in g  B o b  M in o r b u t  a s  su ch  a p e a l h a d  
been ru n g  b y  th e  C a m b r id g e  U n iv e r s ity  G u ild , it  w a s d ecid ed  to  go 
one b e tte r , a n d  a n  e x te n t ea c h  o f  R e v e rse  a n d  D o u b le  B o b  w a s  ad d ed . 
A n  a tte m p t fo r  B o b  M a jo r  h ad  to  b e  ab an d o n ed  b ec a u se  -ot p ressu re  
o f w o rk . N e x t  term  a  p e a l o f R o y a l, as  w e ll as  M a jo r , is  n o t o u t  o f 
th e  qu estion .

T o  look  fu r th e r  a h ea d , i f  co n d ition s rem ain  a s  th e y  are , m o st o f  th e  
oresen t m em b ers a r e  good fo r  a n o th e r  tw o  y e a rs  o r  m ore a t  O x fo rd ; 
in p a r t ic u la r , th e  fiv e  m o st co m p e te n t w ill a l l b e  u p  fo r  a n o th e r five  
term s a t  a n y  r a te , so th e  fu tu r e  sh ou ld  see som e go od  p e rfo rm a n ce s  
b y  th e  so cie ty .

O n e rea so n  is t h a t  th e  so cie ty  is  now  la r g e ly  com posed  o f la d ie s . I t  
is ra th e r  a  p ity  t h a t  th e y  a re  in  su ch  a m a jo r ity , b u t  i t  is  r e a lly  
u n a v o id a b le  in  th e se  d a y s . C e r ta in ly , m ost h a v e  ta k e n  to  h an d b ells  
lik e  d u ck s  to  w a te r . S u c h  is th e ir  en th u sia sm  t h a t  th e y  a r e  n o t 
c o n te n t w ith  p ra c tis in g  a t  so c ie ty  m e e tin g s , b u t  b o rro w  th e  h a n d b e lls  
an d  p ra c tis e  b y  th em selves in  th e ir  ow n co lleges. T h e  m em b ers fro m  
S t . H ild a ’ s a n d  S t . H u g h ’s— a ll b e g in n e rs— a c tu a lly  r a n g  cou rses o f 
B o b  M in o r a t  th e ir  re sp e ctiv e  ca ro l co n c erts  a t  th e  en d  o f te rm .

T h e  la s t  W e d n e s d a y  m e e tin g  o f  th e  te r m  w a s  h eld  in  th e  M a s te r ’s 
room s i »  N e w  C o lleg e , w h en  v e r y  l i t t le  serio u s h a n d b e ll r in g in g  w a s  
done, a p a r t  fro m  on e o r  tw o  ‘ e x h ib itio n  ’ courses o f  B o b  R o y a l. 
In ste a d , m em b ers w ere  in tro d u c e d  to  la p p in g , an d  v a rio u s  o th e r  bell- 
r in g in g  g a m e s  w ere  in d u lg e d  in . T h e  R e v . R . M ilfo rd , a v ice -p re sid e n t 
o f  th e  so c ie ty  an d  V ic a r  o f  S t .  M a r y ’ s, th e  U n iv e r s ity  C h u rc h , a t  
w h ich  th e  so cie ty  r in g s  fo r  ev en so n g  e v e ry  S u n d a y , w a s  p re se n t d u rin g  
th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f th e  ev en in g , a n d  la te r  M r. D . R . B o u lt, th e  D e a n  o f 
N ew  C o lleg e , w a s  in d u ce d  to  com e a lon g . H e  d e cla re d  h im s e lf  ex- 
tr e m e ly  in te r e ste d  b y  w h a t  he saw , an d  sa id  he w o u ld  lik e  to  le a rn . 
A  p r a c t ic e  w a s  a r ra n g e d  fo r h im  th e  n e x t  d a y , a n d  h e  sh ow ed  con­
s id e ra b le  p rom ise.

T h e  o u tlo o k  fo r  th e  fu tu r e  is  th u s  v e r y  h o p e fu l, a n d  w e  fe e l w e m a y  
be p rou d  o f th e  p a r t  th e  O .U .S .C .R . is  p la y in g  in  k e e p in g  th e  E x e r­
cise a liv e  in  th ese  tr o u b le d  tim es. I J .  E . S .

B A N  ON FR EN CH  B E L L S.
A cco rd in g  to  ‘ T h e  U n iv e r se ,’ B ish o p  P ig u it ,  o f  C le r m o n t F e r r a n d  in  

U n occu p ied  F ra n c e , h as fo rb id d e n  th e  r in g in g  o f  b e lls  in  a l l th e  
ch u rch es an d  ch a p els  in  th e  d iocese b etw een  8.30 a t  n ig h t  a n d  5  in  
th e  m orn in g. C o m m u n itie s  w h ich  h old  sp ir itu a l exercises d u rin g  th ese  
hou rs a r e  p e rm itte d  t o  use b e lls  w h ich  w ill n o t b e  a u d ib le  o u ts id e  th e  
b u ild in g .

T h e  B ish o p  h as im p osed  th is  b a n  in  v ie w  o f  p re se n t co n d ition s and 
d ifficu lties  o ^ s le e p , n o ise  a n d h e a lth . '___________________________

B IC E N T E N A R Y  C E L E B R A T IO N .
(C o n tin u ed  fro m  p revio u s colum n.) 

b ells  stood— rev eren ce, th a n k fu l m em ories, g lo ry  to G od, p eace  on 
e a r th  an d  th e  4 l iv in g  I  c a ll . ’ .•

Im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  th e  serm on a to u ch  o f  G re n d sire  T rip le s  w a s run<? 
on h an d b ells  b y  J . S . G o ld sm ith , A . H . P u llin g , A . C . H a z e ld e n  and 
M rs. H a ze ld en , an d  a t  th e  clo se  o f th e  se rv ice  a n o th e r  to u ch . F o r 
th is  a la rg e  n u m b er o f  th e  co n g reg a tio n  g a th e re d  ro u n d  an d  w a tc h e d  
th e  r in g in g  w ith  k een  an d  a p p re c ia tiv e  in te re st. T h e  lo ca l m en w ho 
sh ared  in  th e  r in g in g  b e fo re  th e  serv ice  w ere  M essrs. C . J a rm a n , E . 
an d  G . O liver , W .'T u c k e r ,  S p iers  an d  B o y le tt.

i T h e  ce le b ra tio n  b y  th e  b e lls  th em selves is  to  b e d e fe rre d  u n til a f t e r  
th e  w a r, b u t  i t  w ill n o t  b e  fo rg o tte n .
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C L A V I S  C A M P A N O L O G I A . ’
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p a g e  592.)

THE BOOK AS LITERATURE.
If we accept the claim of the authors that all the un­

named compositions in the ‘ Clavis ’ were their own pro­
duction, there is still the question whether they were all 
the work of John' Reeves, as tradition asserts. Both 
Jones and Blakemore had composed peals, and though 
the former took the matter rather lightly, the other was 
quite ambitious to be known as a leading composer, and 
frequently called his own peals. W e should have ex­
pected that some at least of his work would* be included 
in the book, and indeed the 5,088 of Treble Bob that he 
composed and called at Halifax in 1787 was said to be 
the three-part given on page 128, though the description* 

'does not quite tally. Agaiij, he ^claimed to have com­
posed the Stedman Cinques rung by the College Youths 
in 1788, and it seems more than probable it was one of 
the peals of Caters given in the book. There are other 
and similar instances. Most likely there was some col­
laboration between the three men, and both Jones and 
Blakemore made suggestions which Reeves adopted.

But whether or no all the compositions in the book- 
were by John Reeves, it is quite certain that substantially 
the technical part of the work was his, and it was his in­
vestigations into composition which rendered the book 
possible. As a whole the peals form a striking monu­
ment to his skill, and they give him a place ambng the 
very best of composers. In the eighteenth century he 
stands head and shoulders above all the rest, except John 
Garthon and John Holt; and he easily outstripped both 
of them in quantity and variety of his work.

The literary part of the book was the work of William 
Jones, which means that, in the ordinarily'accepted mean­
ing of the word, he was the author. For this view there 
is no definite statement in the book itself, nor has there 
been any tradition in the Exercise about the matter. But 
the fact is hardly open to question. The style the book is 
written in is sufficiently distinctive and marked to show it 
was the work of one man, and that man obviously was 
he whose name appears first on the title page. Besides, 
the style of the writing fits in with the little we know of 
the character of William Jones.

In judging the ‘ Cl avis ’ as literature, we have the fact 
that it was the only book written on ringing during the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries by a man who was 
consciously and deliberately using words as a literary 
artist. Most men, when they have anything to say, say 
it in the form that comes naturally and unthinkingly to 
them, and they are satisfied if it expresses clearly their 
meaning. Many people who write, and the majority of 
people who read, imagine that writing is done in much 
the same way. But for good writing much more is re­
quired. The writer must choose his words not merely for 
their meaning, but also for their sound, and must frame 
his sentences not merely in accordance with the rules of 

^grammar, but with regard to rhythm and cadence. There 
is a technique of writing as difficult and as complicated 
as the technique of any other art, and no one can be a 
great writer, or even a good writer, unless he is a master 
of that technique, although to some few this mastery 
comes almost instinctively, and the technique is most 
effective when it is least in evidence.

Very few of the books on ringing can be said to be 
\vell written from a literary point of view; but that can

be said of the ‘ Tintinnalogia.’ Richard Duckworth, as 
a university man, understood the value of words, and 
the style he adopted, which seems so simple and easy, 
was by far the best to convey the meaning he intended. 
Fabian Stedman, though good, was decidedly inferior; 
and so, too, was the J. D. and C.M . ‘ Campanalogia.’ 
Shipway’s style is commonplace, and the other authors 
of the nineteenth century can hardly be said to have had 
any style at all, their letterpress consisting mainly of 
short remarks to introduce the figures in which really the 
whole value of their books lies. The incompetence of 
Thackrah, Sottanstall, Hubbard and Banister as writers 
is shown directly they attempt to explain something like, 
for instance, the In and Out of Course of the changes. 
They know what they are talking about. They know what 
they mean to say. But they are quite unable to say it. Jas­
per Snowdon, could say what he meant and say it clearly; 
but he had no very keen ear for words, and his sentences 
sometimes are untidy and slipshod.

Against all these books the ‘ Clavis ’ stands in sharp 
contrast, Whatever defects and limitations William 
Jones may have had as a writer, they-did not arise be­
cause he did not understand that there is such a thing as 
good writing, or failed to set himself a high standard. 
To a modern reader his language may seem rather pom­
pous and stilted, and lacking in ease; but we must re­
member that the standard of literary English in the 
eighteenth century was considerably different from what 
it is to-day. Dignity was the quality most aimed at. 
Dr. Samuel Johnson’s writings set a standard which 
lesser men aimed at, and among them we may include 
William Jones. *

As an example of Jones’ style we cannot do better 
than take the familiar passage on John Holt and the whole 
peal of Grandsire Tripples: ‘ Ever since Grandsire 
Tripples hath been discovered or practised 5,040 changes 
manifestly appeared to view; but to reach the lofty sum­
mit of this grand climax was a difficulty that many had 
encountered, though none succeeded, and those great 
names (viz.), Hardham, Condell, Anable, etc., who are 
now recorded on the ancient rolls of farrfe, had each ex­
hausted all their skill and patience in this grand pursuit 
to no other purpose than that of being convinced that 
either the task'itself was an utter impossibility, or 
(otherwise) that all their united efforts were unequal to 
it, and it is possible that, had it not been for the author 
(of whom we are about to speak) that this valuable piece 
of treasure would at this day have been fast locked up in 
the barren womb of sterile obscurity ! Not but they had 
a peal to be sure which they rung, but what credit or 
satisffiction can arise from repeatedly practising a false 
peal, when so many true ones present themselves in other 
methods? However, 'thus it was, till a poor unlettered 
youth appeared; no sooner did he approach this great 
pile, but as if by magic power, he varied it into whatever 
form he pleased, and made it at once subservient to his 
will. After* paying this small, though just, tribute to the 
memory of this ingenious composer, the Exercise in 
general can scarcely be at a loss with respect to his name, 
nor once doubt but that we mean Mr. John Holt, whose 
extraordinary abilities, aided by his surpassing natural 
gifts, were such as much ever excite the astonishment 
and admiration of all professors of this art, whether 
novices or adepts.’
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It is, of course, easy to find fault with this style of 
writing, and many will be inclined with Jasper Snowdon 
to dismiss it rather contemptuously as ‘ flowery’ ; yet it 
is certain that no other writer on ringing matters could 
have written it. A more serious objection to the style is 
that it is not the best medium for telling thp exact and 
literal truth.

It is this literary quality which specially distinguishes 
the ‘ Clavis,’ but, judged as a text book on change ring­
ing, it is entitled to a very high degree of praise.' Jones 
and his fellows were in a different case from all subse­
quent writers. The ground they had to cover was unex­
plored and almost untouched. How well they did their 

^work is shown by the fact that the ‘ Clavis’ was the 
model on which all the later books were founded, and 
down to the time of Jasper Snowdon there was not one 
which did not derive more or less directly from the older 
work.

In their preface the authors state the aims they had in 
view— ‘ first, plain and methodical rules and instructions 
for the true attainment of the practical part of the science, 
from the setting of a bell itself to the perfect knowledge 
of the most difficult peals now in practice; the next thing 
that necessarily follows is the method of calling bobs for 
any practicable number of changes, and in every method 
now in practice; to which is subjoined infallible methods 
for proving and detecting false peals in general; this we 
conceive to be a matter of the highest importance to the 
Exercise in general, the want of 'which has been severely 
felt by the country gentleman in particular. . . . 
Throughout the whole it has been our endeavour to steer 
a middle course, viz., not so prolix as to be thought tire­
some, nor yet so compendious as not to be understood.’

The authors declare that they are ‘ not guilty of so

much vanity as to pretend their work perfect,’ but they 
profess a confidence that ‘ the work will bear us out in 
declaring that for the matter contained and method of 
performance it comes not behind, but exceeds whatever 
hath been attempted for the Sons of this Art.’

They were fully justified in their confidence. The 
descriptive matter is generally good, and but for one 
thing the book (within its own limits) would be quite up 
to date now. That thing is the way in which peals and 
touches are given. The plan of printing peals by the 
course-ends with dashes under the letters M, W  and H, 
to show the bobs, was then unknown. The compositions 
are given either by the bob changes or by the course-ends 
only, or by a mixture of both. Where the course-ends 
only are given the reader must find out for himself from 
the scale of bob changes what bobs are used. This 
makes the book appear rather difficult and unintelligible. 
Shipway probably was the first person to use the modern 
notation, and this, more perhaps than anything else, 
maizes his book for practical purposes superior to the 
‘ Clavis.’ In his preface he says, ‘ I have placed dashes 
under letters and figures denoting the place where the 
bobs are made in each course; the want of which has been 
so much felt by persons having the “  Clavis ”  who were 
not thoroughly acquainted with course-ends.’

The weakness of the plan of giving peals by the course- 
ends only lies in the fact that the same course-end may 
sometimes be produced by two different callings, one of 
which gives true changes, but the other repetitions. 
Usually the ‘ Clavis ’ meets this difficulty by giving the 
actual rows when there are Bobs Before, or at least in­
dicating those bobs with a star; but in one instance at 
least it requires considerable expert knowledge to tell 
whether the course is called W , B, or B, R.

LOUGHBOROUGH

T H E

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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The Editor extends cordial greetings for Christ­
mas and the New Year to all readers of ‘ The 
Ringing W orld.’

B E L F R Y  GO SSIP.
O n D e ce m b e r 15th , 1735, th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  r a n g  8,008 ch a n g es  of 

G ra n d sire  C in q u es  at S t .  S a v io u r 's , S o u th w a r k . I t  w a s  th e  first p eal 
on th e  tw e lv e  bells a n d  th e  lo n g e st a t  th e  tim e in  th e  m eth o d .

O u th e  sam e d a te  in 1806 th e  J u n io r  S o c ie ty  o f  C u m b e rla n d  Y o u th s  
ra n g  5,086 ch a n g es  o f S te d m a n  C in q u es  a t  C h r is t  C h u rc h , S p ita lfie ld s . 
F iv e  d a y s  la te r  th e  sen ior so c ie ty  o f C u m b e rla n d  Y o u th s  r a n g  6,334 
ch a n g es  o f  th e  sam e m eth o d  in  th e  sam e ste e p le .

T h e  first p e a l in  S o u th  A fr ic a , o n e  o f  G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s , w a s  ru n g  
a t  W o od stock  on D ece m b e r 15 th , 1904.

O il D ecem b er 16th , 1819, th e  B irm in g h a m  m en f a n g  th e  f ir s t  720 
o f S te d m a n  M in or.

T h e  first p eal o f C a n te r b u r y  P le a s u re  M a jo r  w as r u n g  a t  W a rn lia m  
in  S u ssex  on. D e ce m b e r 17 th , 1888. T h e  m eth o d , which w a s  o fte n  
r e fe r r e d  to  a s  ‘ B o b  M a jo r  s p o ilt ,’  h a d  a t  o n e  tim e  a  co n sid era b le  
a m o u n t o f p o p u la rity .

T o -d a y  is th e  88th  a n n iv e rsa ry  o f a  p e a l w h ic h  ca u sed  a  lo t  o f 
c o n tro v e rsy . T h e  C u m b e rla n d s  ra n g  S te d m a n  T r ip le s  on h an d b ells , 
w ith  J o h n  C o x  1-2, T h o m a s  P o w e ll 3-4, H e n ry  W . H a le y  5-6, an d  
T h o m a s B r itte n  7-8. A fte r w a r d s  W illia m  C o o te r, w h o  h e a rd  th e  p eal, 
a sse rte d  t h a t  C o x  h a d  s h ifte d  h is  b e lls  a n d  p u t  th e m  r ig h t  ju s t  b e fo re  
th e  course-end. A s  i t  seem s t h a t  his asse rtio n  w a s  w e ll fo u n d ed , th e  
honou r o f' scoring" th e  firs t  p e a l in  th e  m eth o d  in  h a n d  b e lo n g s  to  th e  
C o lleg e  Y o u th s .

T h o m a s  B r itte n , th e  r in g e r  o f 7-8, w a s  M a ste r  o f  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  
100 y e a r s  a g o . H e  w a s la n d lo rd  o f a  ta v e r n  a t  W a lth a m  A b b e y  and 
w a s su cceed ed  in  th e  house b y  T h o m a s  P o w e ll, th e  r in g e r  o f  3-4.

The”  firs t p eal o f  S te d n ia n  C a te r s  a t  S t .  S a v io u r 's , S o u th w a r k , w a s  
ru n g  b y  th e  ju n io r-S o c ie ty  o f  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  on "D ecem ber 20tli, 1836.

F i f t y  y e a rs  a g o  to -d a y  te n  p ea ls  w e re  ru n g . T w o  w e re  M in o r, tw o 
B o b  M a jo r , an d  one each  G ra n d sire  T r ip le s , C a n te r b u r y  P le a s u re  
M a jo r , K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  M a jo r , D o u b le  N o rw ic h  C o u r t  B o b  M a jo r , 
S u p e r la tiv e  S u r p rise  M a jo r  an d  G ra n d s ir e  C in q u es.

T h e  D o u b le  N o rw ic h  w a s  th e  f irs t  p e a l in  th e  p r e s e n t  to w e r  a t  
H a m m e rsm ith . T h e  b ells , on  w h ic h  s e v e r a l p ea ls  h a d  b e e n  ru n g , 
liu n g  fo rm e rly  in  th e  o ld  steep le .

B A N  ON B E L L S  TO  R E M A IN .
• P O S I T I O N  S T I L L  T H E  S A M E .’

T h e re  is  to  b e  no l i f t in g  o f  th e  b a n  o n  ch u rch  b ells .
O n  T u e s d a y  in  la s t  w e e k  R e a r-A d m ira l B e a m ish  (M .P . fo r  L ew es 

D ivision ) a sk ed  th e  P rim e  M in is te r  w h e th e r  h e  is  sa tis fied  t h a t  th e  
h ig h  s ta n d a rd  b e in g  a tta in e d  b y  th e  H om e G u a r d  a n d  th e  g e n e ra l 
p re p a re d n e ss  o f  th e  c o u n try  n o w  ju s t i f y  th e  re s to ra tio n  o f ch u rch  
b e lls  to  th e ir  n o rm a l fu n ctio n s, a n d  w ill he co n sid e r C h ris tm a s  D a y  
as a  su ita b le  occasion  fo r  a  ch a n g e .

T h e  L o r d  P r iv y  S e a l (M r. A ttle e ) , in  a  w r itte n  r e p ly , sa id  : I  w o u ld  
r e fe r  m y  hon. a n d  g a lla n t  F r ie n d  to  th e  r e p ly  w h ic h  m y  r t .  hon. 
F r ie n d  th e  P r im e  M in ister g a v e  on  5 th  D e ce m b e r la s t  je a j-  in  an sw er 
to  a  Q u estion  o n  th e  s u b je c t, a  co p y  o f  w h ic h  I  a m  sen d in g  h im . 
T h e  p ositio n  is s t il l  th e  sam e as s ta te d  in  t h a t  r e p ly .

H O L T 'S  O R IG IN A L  N O N -C O N D U CTED .
T o th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— K in d ly  allow' m e, th ro u g h  y o u r  co lu m n s, to  o ffer m y 
s in cere  an d  h e a r ty  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  to  th o se  fo u r  * Y o u th s  ’  w ho accom ­
p lish ed  th e  ' O r ig in a l ’ n on-cond u cted . ' C o m p lim en ts  o f th e  season .

F . W . R I C H A R D S O N .
16, H a re fie ld  R o a d , B r o c k le y , S .E .4 .

L E A V IN G  B E L L S  UP.
To th e  E ditor.

S ir ,— F ro m  m y  ow n ex p e rie n c e  I  am  o f  th e  opin ion  i t  is  m uch w iser 
to  le a v e  b e lls  dow n  fo r  th e  fo llo w in g  re a so n s:—

1 . W h e n  a  b e ll is  u p  a n d  i f  she sets  d eep  a n d  is  a  can n on -h ea ded  
b e ll h u n g  on a w ood  s to ck  th e  b e ll is  a p t  to  g e t  o d d  s tru c k  o r  fa lse  
o w in g  to  th e  sm a ll a m o u n t o f  b e a r in g  s u rfa c e  o r  co n ta c t t j ie  can n on s 
h a v e  to  th e  w ood sto ck , an d  sh o u ld  th e  b e ll b e  a t  a l l loose on th e  
sto ck  th is  tro u b le  w o u ld  b e  a c c e n tu a te d  a n d  lea n  o ver fu r t h e r  in  th e  
d irectio n  she is le a n in g  a lr e a d y . -

2. T h is  tro u b le  w o u ld  n o t b e  so lik e ly  to  h a p p en  i f  th e  b e ll is  a 
f la t-h e a d e d  on e, becau se th e  b e a r in g  s u r fa c e  o f a fla t-liea d ed  b e ll to  
th e  sto ck  is g r e a te r  th a n  a  can n on -h ea d ed  b e ll.

3. T h e  a b ove  tr o u b le s  w o u ld  b e  fu r t h e r  re d u c e d  w h en  th e  b e lls  a re  
fit te d  to  ca st-iro n  lie a d sto ck s, w h ic h  is  fa i r ly  u n iv e rsa l p r a c tic e  to -d a y , 
b u t  I  th in k  i t  is  w iser to  le a v e  b e lle  dow n .

J O H N  H . B . H E S S E .
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D E A T H  OF M R . C L A U D E  D A V I E S .
T R E A S U R E R  O F  T H E  L A N C A S H I R E  A S S O C IA T I O N .

I t  is  w ith  s in cere  r e g r e t  t h a t  w e  h a v e  to  re c o rd  th e  d e a th  o f M r. 
C la u d e  I . D a v ie s , th e  hon. tr e a s u r e r  o f  th e  L a n c a s h ire  A sso cia tio n , 
w ho p assed  a w a y  on S u n d a y , D e ce m b e r 7 th , M  th e  a g e  o f 50 y e a rs . 
H e h ad  been  in  h o sp ita l fo r  se v e r a l w e e k s  fo llo w in g  a  se izu re  w h ile  
c a r r y in g  o u t his d u tie s  as  sch o o lm aster a t  N o rris  G reen  C o u n cil Sch ool. 
A t  f irs t  i t  w a s  h op ed  he w o u ld  re c o v e r, a n d  fo r  a  tim e  h e  show ed 
s ig n s o f im p ro v em en t, b u t  i t  w a s  n o t to  b e , an d  L a n c a sh ire  r in g in g  
circles  a r e  le f t  th e  p o o rer b y  h is  p assin g .

C la u d e  I v o r  D a v ie s  w a s b o m  a t  C a e rle o n , S o u th  W a le s , on A p ril 
25th , 1891, an d  w a s  ta u g h t  to  r in g  b y  h is  fa t h e r , th e  la t e  M r. E v a n  
D a v ie s , w h o  fo r m e r ly  assisted  M r. J .  W . Jon es, th e  p re se n t hon. 
s e c r e ta r y  o f th e  L la n d a ff A sso cia tio n . T h e  d ecea sed  serv ed  in  th e  la s t  
w a r  as  se rg e a n t in  one o f th e  W elsh  R e g im e n ts , an d  a ft e r  d e m o b ilisa ­
tio n  w en t to  L iv e rp o o l in  p u r s u it  o f  h is  p rofessio n  a n d  m a rrie d  h is 
cousin , E th e l, d a u g h te r  o f th e  la t e  M r. W illia m  D a v ie s , th u s  b ecom in g  
h is  son-in-law  a s  w e l l 'a s  n ep h ew . H e  s ta r te d  h is . r in g in g  ca re e r  in  
L iv e rp o o l by  rin g in g , w ith  M r. E rn e st B o u m p h re y , th e  te n o r b eh in d  
to  a  p e a l o f G ra n d sire  C a te rs  a t  S t .  N ic h o la s ’ on D e ce m b e r 26th, 1919. 
S in c e  t h e n .h e  h a d  r u n g  in  63 p e a ls  fo r  th e 'L a n c a s h ir e  A sso cia tio n  as 
w e ll as  m a n y  fo r  th e  C h e s te r  G u ild .

M r. D a v ie s  acted  as hon. s e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  L iv e rp o o l B r a n c h  o f  th e  
L a n c a s h ire  A sso ciation  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs . I t  -w as d u rin g  his te n u r e  o f 
th a t  office th a t  th e  C e n tr a l C ou n cil v is ite d  L iv e rp o o l, a n d  i t  w a s  due 
la r g e ly  to  his ex ce lle n t w o rk  in  m a k in g  th e  a r ra n g e m e n ts  th a t  th e  
v is it, a t  le a s t  so c ia lly , w a s a g r e a t  success. C la u d e  D a v ie s  w a s  a lw a y s  
h a p p y  in  d o in g  th is  p a r t ic u la r  k in d  o f w o rk , an d  it  wras due to  his 
ze a l a n d  en th u sia sm  th a t  th e  L a n c a s h ire  A sso ciation  d in n ers w ere  
in a u g u ra te d  an d  c a r r ie d  th ro u g h  so su cc essfu lly .

F o r  th e  p a st fe w  y e a rs  M r. D a v ie s  h a d  c a rr ie d  o u t  th e  d u tie s  of 
hon. tr e a s u re r  o f th e  a sso ciation  to  th e  e n tir e  sa t is fa c tio n  o f  i t s  officers 
a n d  m em b ers. T h e  asso cia tio n  is  in d e b te d  to  him  fo r  th e  w o rk  he 

u t in  in  con n ection  w ith  th e  affilia tio n  schem e. T h is  h ad  th e  stro n g  
a c k in g  o f th e  la te  C a n o n  E lse e  an d  stre n g th e n e d  m a te r ia l ly  th e  

a sso c ia tio n ’s fin a n cia l p osition .
M r. D a v ie s  w a s a F reem aso n  an d  w a s  sen ior w a rd en  o f his lo d ge . 

H e  w a s  la r g e ly  resp on sib le  fo r  th e  r in g in g  o f  th e  second M a son ic p e a l, 
w h ich  w a s -th e  first in flie  p rov in ces, a p e a l o f K e n t  T re b le  B o b  M a jo r  
at G a r sto n  in  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f 1929. *

T H E  F U N E R A L .
T h e  fu n e r a l serv ice  took p lace  a t  S t .  D u n s ta n ’s, E d g e  H ill, fo llo w ed  

b y  th e  in te rm e n t a t  C h ila w a ll  C h u rc h y a rd . T h e  serv ice  in qhurch 
w as co n d u c ted  b y  th e  V ic a r  (th e  R e v . E . A . C . B u c k m a ste j') , assisted  
b y  th e  R e v . G . L . T id e y  (cu rate) a n d  th e  R e v . Joh n  D a v ie s  (C h a p la in  
o f W a lto n  H o sp ita l) , a  p erson a l fr ie n d  o f th e  d eceased . A s  th e  
co rte g e  le f t  th e  church  th e  o rg a n is t  p la y e d  ‘ I  k n o w  th a t  m y  R ed eem er 
l i v e t n ’ a n d  v a r ia tio n s  o f th e  w ell-k n o w n  W elsh  h ym tl tu n e  ‘ A b e ry s t-  
w i th ,’ a  v e r y  fit t in g  tr ib u te  to  M r. D a v ie s ’ W elsh  asso ciation s.

A t  th e  g ra v e s id e  th e  R e v . E . A . C . B u c k m a s te r  a n d  th e  R e v . J . 
D a v ie s  o fficiated , and  th e y  w e re  jo in e d  b y  th e  R e v . R . M . H u n te r , 
V ic a r  a n d  R u ra l D e a n  o f  C h ild w a ll. T h e  R e v . P a r k e r  Jo h n so n  (V ic a r  
o f S t .  M a tth e w ’s, H ig h fie ld , W ig a n )  w a s  also p resen t. H e  h ad  b een  
a sso cia ted  w ith  M r. D a v ie s  a t  W a lto n  a n d  S t . M a r y ’s, W alto n -on -th e- 
H ill , as  w e ll as in  M a son ic c ircles . T h e  fa m ily  m ou rn ers w e r e  th e  
w id o w  a n d  M iss G la d y s  D a v ie s  (d a u g h te r) . T n e  la r g e  co n g re g a tio n  
in c lu d e d  m a n y  re p re s e n ta tiv e s  o f  th e  M ason ic O rd e r and sch o la stic  
a n d  o th e r fr ie n d s  o f th e  d eceased . A f t e r  th e  co m m itta l a p la in  course 
o f G ra n d sire  T r ip le s  w as ru n g  ovfer th e  g r a v e  b y  M essrs. E . C . B ir k e tt ,
F . V a r t y , T . B . W o rs le y  an d  G . R . N e w to n . O th e r  r in g e rs  p resen t 
w e re  th e  R e v . D . P . R o b e rts  an d  M essrs. J . M eld ru m , T . W . H a m ­
m ond a n d  H . H u d son .

M r D a v ie s  w ill b e  m uch m issed  in  L a n c a s h ire , p a r t ic u la r ly  in 
L iv e rp o o l. S in c e r e  s y q ip a th y  is ex te n d e d  to  th e  w id ow  a n d  d a u g h te r  
in  th e ir  b e re a v e m e n t.

D E A T H  OF A  W A L K D E N  R IN G ER .
B A N D ’S  T H I R D  L O S S  I N  S I X  W E E K S .

W e  re g r e t  to  a n n o u n ce th e  d e a th  o f  M r. R o b e r t  D e n n e r, o f W a lk d e n  
in L a n ca sh ire , w h o  p assed  a w a y  o n  D e ce m b e r 10th  a t  th e  a g e  o f 
65 y e a rs .
* M r. D e n n e r  h a d  b een  in  fa i l in g  h e a lth  6in ce la s t  M a y , w h en  he 

r e t ir e d  fro m  his p ositio n  in  th e  w e ig h ts  a n d  m easu res d e p a rtm e n t. 
H e w a s  th e n  p re se n te d  w ith  a  g o ld  w a tc h  in  to k e n  o f  th e  serv ices he 
h a d  ren d ered .

H e  jo in e d  th e  lo c a l b a n d  in  1917 an d  h a d  been  a n  a c tiv e  r in g e r  up 
to  th e  b a n  on  th e  u se  o f  ch u rch  b e lls . H e w a s  n o t a  g r e a t  p e a l 
r in g e r , b u t h a d  ta k e n  p a r t  in  e ig h t fo r th e  L a n c a sh ire  A sso ciation , 
a ll o n ‘ th e  ten o r.

H e w a s  la id  to  re st in  th e  p a rish  ch u rc h y a rd  on D ecem b er 13th . 
B e fo r e  th e  fu n e ra l le f t  th e  house a  cou rse  o f  G ra n d sire  T r ip le s  w a s  
r u n g  on h a n d b ells  b y  M iss A . P o tt e r  1-2, P . H . D e rb y sh ire  3-4, J .  H . 
R id y a r d  5^6, an d  T . Jo n es 7-8. T h e  se rv ice  in  ch u rch  w a s  co n d u cted  
b y  th e  V ic a r , th e  R e v . H . L a w to n , a n d  th e  h ym n , ‘ I  h e a rd  th e  
V o ic e  o f J esu s  s a y ,’ w a s  su n g. T h e  d ecea sed  le a v e s  a  w id ow  a n d  son 
to  m ou rn  th e ir  loss.

A m o n g  th e  m a n y  flo ra l tr ib u te s  w a s  one fro m  th e  r in g e rs  in  th e  
fo rm  o f  a bell. This is the third Walkden ringer who has passed 
away within six weeks.

A  N A T I O N A L  O R G A N I S A T I O N .
W H A T  T H E  -A S S O C IA T IO N S  H A V E  D O N E .

To th e  E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— A n  an o n ym ou s co rresp o n d en t th is  w e e k  sh o u ld  do a b it 

o f  lo o k in g  b a c k w a r d . A r e  th e  b en efits  o f a  N a tio n a l A sso cia tio n  so 
o b v io u s ?  A p p a r e n t ly  n o t so, o r su re ly  th e  m a tte r  w o u ld  h a v e  been 
ta k e n  in  h a n d  lo n g  ag o .

T h e  20 y e a rs  b etw een  th e  close  o f  th e  firs t  g r e a t  w a r  a n d  th e  b e­
g in n in g  o f  th e  p re s e n t s tr i fe  w a s, I  v e n tu re  to  s ta te , a  p e rio d  of 
g r e a t  p rog ress in  th e  E x erc ise . In  e v e r y  sp h e re  o f  r in g in g  a d van ce­
m en t w a s  m ad e. N e a r ly  a ll o u r a sso ciation s sh ow ed  la r g e  increases 
in  m e m b e rs h ip ; in  a l l p a rts  o f  th e  c o u n try  n ew  b e lls  w e re  in s ta lle d , 
b o th  b y  a d d itio n s  to  e x is tin g  p ea ls  a n d  b y  e n tir e ly  n ew  p e a ls  bein g 
h u n g . T h e  n u m b e r o f  tw e lv e -b e ll p ea ls  in  th e  c o u n try  w a s  v e ry  con­
s id e ra b ly  a u g m en ted .

A s re g a rd s  r in g in g  itse lf , n ew  m eth od s, b o th  e a s y  an d  difficult, 
w ere  ru n g  b y  th e  score, and  even  a  ca su a l g la n c e  a t  th e  co lu m n s of
* T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ w o u ld  sh ow  r e g u la r  n ew com ers to  th e  lis t  of 
p e a l r in g e rs . W h o w a s  resp on sib le  fo r  a l l th is  b u t  th o se  o ld  fo g ies 
w h om  y o u r  co rresp o n d en t so ro u n d ly  ch a stise s?  W h a t  is  m ore, this 
re c o rd  o f  p ro g ress  w^s m a d e  u n d e r  a n  o rg a n isa tio n  o f s e p a r a te  asso­
cia tio n s, g o v e r n e d  b y  t h a t  m u ch  ab u sed  b o d y  k n o w n  as th e  C en tral 
C o u n cil.

I f  y o u r  co rre sp o n d e n t is  o f  th e  op in ion  t h a t  a N a tio n a l A ssociation  
w ou ld  b e  b e tte r  fo r th e  E x erc ise , w h a t  is  h e  (o r she) g o in g  to  do ■sbout 
i t ?  W h y  sh o u t fo r  so m eb o d y e lse to  do th e  jo b ?  T h e re  a re  p len ty  
o f  th e  so-called  o ld  fo g ie s  w ho w o u ld  b e  p r e p a r e d  to  g iv e  w a y  to 
y o u n g e r  m en  i f  th e  m em b ers o f tlip ir  asso cia tio n s  w o u ld  a llo w  them  
to  do so. I  h a v e  a lw a y s  u n d ersto o d  t h a t  i f  a  t i lin g  is  w o r th  doing 
a t  a l l i t  is  b e s t  to  d o  i t  y o u rs e lf, i f  y o u  a r e  c a p a b le  o f i t .  I f  in ­
c a p a b le , i t  is  h a r d ly  f a i r  to  ab u se  o th e rs  fo r  n o t d o in g  w h a t  you 
c a n n o t do y o u rs e lf. So  I  a sk  y o u r  c o rre sp o n d e n t w h o  s ig n s h im self 
(or h erself) ‘ L o o k in g  F o r w a r d  ’ to  g e t  on w ith  th e  jo b . F u r th e r , if 
he (or she) m u st h a v e  so m eb o d y to  g iv e  h im  (or h er) a  le a d , please 
le t  th e  le a d e r  k n o w  w h o  i t  is  t h a t  is  so an x io u s  to  b e  led .

H ig h a m s P a r k . • C . T . C O L E S .

A  S L U R  O N  T H E  O L D E R  M E M B E R S .
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— I  w a s  in te r e s te d  in  th e  le t te r  fro m  ‘ L o o k in g  F o rw a rd  ’ 
in  y o u r  issu e o f  D ece m b e r 12 tli, 19+1, a b o u t a N a tio n a l A ssociation . 
H e sa ys , ‘ A ll  w e w a n t  is  so m eb o d y  to  ta k e  th e  th in g  in  h a n d .’ I 
e x p e c t h e  kn o w s th e  o ld  sa y in g , ‘  I f  yo u  w a n t  a n y th in g  done w e ll do 
i t  y o u r s e lf .’

H is  second p a r a g r a p h  is , j n  m y  o pin io n , a  s lu r  on  th e  o ld e r m em ­
b e rs  o f  th e  E x erc ise , fo r  th e y , w ith  th e ir  lo n g  e x p erien ce , k n o w  th a t  
tim e does n o t s ta n d  s till a n d  a re  m ore re a d y  fo r  n ew  ex ig en cies  than  
s tu b b o rn  a n d  h e a d s tro n g  yo u n g ste rs .

A lth o u g h  I  am  ju s t  c e le b r a tin g  m y  55 th  a n n iv e rsa ry  o f com m encing 
to  r in g , I  a m  a  g r e a t  b e lie v e r  in  w h a t  ‘ L o o k in g  F o rw a rd  ’ sa ys , ‘ the 
E x e rc ise  sh ou ld  b e  re fo r m e d .’

I t  w illt n o t b e  su ch  a v e r y  lo n g  tim e  b e fo re  he becom es an  o ld  fo g y  
h im se lf. T em p u s fu g it .  , G . E . S Y M O N D S .

Ip sw ich . ---------------

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .
L O S S  F R O M  T H E  L I B R A R Y .

W e  h e a r  th a t  th e  co p y  o f S te d m a n ’s ‘ C a m p a n a lo g ia  ’ w h ic h  b elon gs 
to  th e  H e r tfo r d  C o u n ty  A sso cia tio n  is m iss in g  fro m  th e  lib r a r y  a t  S t. 
A lb a n s . T h e re  seem s to  b e  no tr a c e  o f  i t  h a v in g  b een  le n t to  anyone, 
an d  i f  a n y  m em b er has  ̂ b o rro w e d  th e  b o o k  or k n o w s a n y th in g  ab ou t 
i t  th e  a sso cia tio n ’s o fficials w ill b e  g la d  i f  h e  w ill co m m u n ica te  w ith  
th em  T h e  book, w h ic h  is  bo u n d  in  its  o r ig in a l le a th e r  case, is  a 
v a lu a b le  p a r t  o f  th e  Fibrary, a n d  e v e ry  e ffo rt  sh ou ld  b e  m a d e  to  secure 
its  re tu rn .

B A T H  6  W E L L S  D IO CESAN  A S S O C IA T IO N .
C H E W  D E A N E R Y  B R A N C H  R E -E L E C T  O F F I C E R S .

T h e  a n n u a l m e e tin g  o f  C h ew  D e a n e ry  B r a n c h  o f  th e  B a t h  a n d  W ells  
D io cesa n  A sso cia tio n  w a s  h e ld  a t  L o n g  A sh to n  on S a tu r d a y , D ecem b er 
6th . T h e  to w ers  rep rese ifted  w e re  L o n g  A sh to n , N a ils e a , B a rro w  
G u rn e y , W n n g to n , Y a t to n , C h u rc h ill a n d  C o n g re sb u ry , w ith  v isitors 
fro m  B r is to l. R in g in g  co m m en ced  soon a ft e r  3 p .m . w ith  th e  use o f 
th e  s ile n t a p p a ra tu s . G r e a t  c r e d it  is  d u e to  M r. N o rm a n  Y e o , one 
o f  th e  lo cal r in g e rs , a n d  a fr ie n d  fo r  th e  v e r y  s a t is fa c to r y  w a y  th ey  
h a v e  fixed  u p  th is  a p p a ra tu s . F .reryon e  w a s  d e lig h te d  a t  th e  splen did  
w a y  i t  w o rk e d . I t  w a s  e n tir e ly  lo c a lly  m ade.

T h e  serv ice  w as co n d u cted  b y  th e  V ic a r , th e  R e v . H u g h  K n a p m a n , 
a n d  th e  a d d ress w a s g iv e n  b y  th e  c u ra te  (th e  R e v . A . W ig r a m ). T e a  
w a s  a fte r w a r d s  p ro v id e d  in - th e  C h u rc h  H ou se.

A t  th e  m e e tin g  w h ic h . fo llo w ed  th e  c h a ir  w a s  ta k e n  b v  th e  V ic a r . 
A ll th e  officers w e re  re-e lected , n a m e ly , M r. H . W . K n ig l it ,  ch a irm an  
a n d  R in g in g  M a s te r ;  M essrs. L . D e rr ic k  a n d  H . W in d so r, vice- 
c h a irm a n ; M r. P e r c y  G . Y e o , hon. s e c r e ta r y  an d  tr e a s u r e r ;  a n d  M r.
G . Y e o . re p re s e n ta tiv e  on th e  G e n e ra l C o m m ittee .

M r. R . L u k in s , o f  Y a t to n , w a s  e le c te d  a  m e m b e r o f  th e  association .
I t  w a s  d ecided  to  h o ld  t h e  n e x t q u a r te r ly  m e e tin g  a t  Y a t t o n  in  

A p r il , a n d  a  p ra c tic e  m e e tin g  a t  L o n g  A sh to n  in  F e b ru a ry .
A  v o te  of th a n k s  w a s p assed  to  th e  V ic a r  fo r  th e  use o f  th e  bells, 

to  M r. A . W a ite , th e  o rg a n is t , an d  to  M rs. P e r c y  Y e o  and fr ie n d  fo r  
their kind attention at tea.
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H E R T F O R D S H I R E  R E S O L U T IO N S .
T H E  T W O -P A R T  P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S .

To th e E ditor.
S ir ,— M a y  I  c r a v e  th e  fa v o u r  o f y o u r  sp a ce  a n d  th e  in d u lg e n c e  o f  

y o u r  re a d e rs  to  r e p ly  to  y o u r le a d in g  a r tic le  in  y o u r  c u rre n t issue, 
ap rop os th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  th e  fig u re s  o f th e  a b ove  p e a l.

In  y o u r le a d e r  y o u  s ta te  t h a t  in  y o u r  v ie w  ‘ th e  p u b lic a t io n  w o u ld  
serve  l i t t le  i f  a n y  u se fu l p u rp ose  an d  to  th e  o r d in a r y  re a d e r, 
in d eed , even  to  th e  a v e r a g e  co n d u cto r, th e  m e re  p r in tin g  o f  th ft 
figu res w o u ld  co n v ey  v e r y  l i t t le  e x ce p t th e  id e a  o f a n  in d ig e stib le  
m ass o f s ix  e n d s.’

T h e  fo re g o in g  a p p e a rs  to  m e to  b e  (ipso fa c to )  n o th in g  b u t ljubbish 
a n d  le a v e s  m e w o n d e rin g  i f  y o u  h a v e  e v e r  s tu d ie d  th e  fig u re s  w h ich  
w ere  se n t yo u  b y  th e  co n d u cto r.

M r. M . F . R . H ib b e r t  a r ra n g e d  th e  p e a l fo r  p u b lic a tio n  in  35 courses 
fo r  e a c h  lia lf-p e a l, ea c h  cou rse  co n sistin g  o f tw e lv e  sixes, a n d  fro m  
th ese  fig u re s  o f  M r. H ib b e r t ’s  one fa i ls  to  fin d  th a t  in d ig e stib le  
m ass o f  six  ends.

T h e re  is  a n o th e r  p o in t to  w h ic h  I s tr o n g ly  o b je c t , a n d  th a t  is  your 
r e m a rk  o f  a  fr e a k  p e rfo r m a n c e : S la c k ’s p e a l is  b ey o n d  d o u b t a n  
o r ig in a l co m po sition , on e w h ich  p rio r  to  1938 w a s  co n sid ered  to  be 
im p o ssib le . I t  c o n ta in s  n o th in g  b u t o r d in a r y  S te d m a n  ca lls, and, 
th e re fo re , ca n n o t irt- a n y  circu m sta n ces  b e  classified  in  th e  c a te g o ry  
o f a fr e a k  p e a l. E D W I N  J E N N IN G S .

B u s b e y .
Y e s , w e  h a v e  stu d ie d  th e  co n d u c to r’s a r ra n g e m e n t o f  th e  p e a l, and  

to  th e  a v e r a g e  co n d u cto r i t  is  a lm o s t as in d ig e s t ib le  a s  th e  p e a l show n 
b y  its  six-en ds. T h e  com p osition  is  c u t in to  s tr ip s  o f  tw e lv e  sixes 
each , n e a r ly  a ll o f  th e m  b e in g  d iv id e d  in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  bob-sets 
a n d  n e a r ly  e v e ry  s tr ip  h a v in g  a d iffe re n t ca llin g . In  w h ic h e ve r  fo rm  
it  is  g iv e n  w e "ad h ere  to  th e  op in ion  t h a t  th e  co m p o sition  is ‘ in ­
d ig e stib le  ’ fo r th e  a v e r a g e  co n d u cto r. N o  one d o u b ts  th e  b r illia n c e  
o f°M r. H ib b e r t ’s  fea t, in  c a llin g  th e  p e a l, b u t h as an yo n e  e lse  w a n te d  
to  ca ll i t  o r been  d en ied  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  b ec a u se  i t  h a s  n o t been  
p r in te d ?  A s  to  o u r s ta te m e n t  th a t th e  p e a l is  a  fr e a k , w e  th in k  
w e  n eed  o n ly  p o in t to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  co n ta in s  600 ca lls  in  840 
sixes, a la r g e  p ro p o rtio n  b e in g  in  th a t  lo n g  d iscre d ite d  fo rm  o f  six- 
b o b  sets, o f  w h ich  th e re  a r e  so m eth in g  lik e  50 in th e  p e a l.— E d ito r,
‘ R in g in g  W o r ld .’ ------------ -

A  D E E P E R  IS S U E .
D e a r  S ir ,— A s one w h o  w a s  a t  B u sh e y  op N o v e m b e r 29th an d  w he 

h as ju s t  r e a d  th is  w e e k ’ s issue o f ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ I  c a n ’ t  h elp  
a sk in g , ‘ W h a t  h as h a p p e n e d  to  th e  w r ite r  o f  th e  le a d in g  a r tic le  this 
w e e k ? ’ I  am  no p u rv e y o r  o f  s o ft  so ap , b u t  I  u su a lly  lo o k  fo r  som e­
th in g  in  th is  a r t ic le  a n d  am  r a r e ly  d isa p p o in te d , b u t , s ir, w ho h as 
d e p u tise d  th is  w e e k ?  .

F ir s t ly ,  yo u  t r y  to  j u s t i f y  th e  n o n -a p p ea ra n ce  o f th e  figu res ot D r. 
S la c k ’s tw o -p a rt p eal o f  S te d m a n  T r ip le s  b y  s a y in g  in  e ffe c t t h a t  i t .  
is  n o t o f g e n e ra l in te r e s t  a n d  t h a t  an y o n e  w h o  w ish es to  c a ll  i t  can 
g e t  th e  fig u res  th e  b e s t  w a y  th e y  can .

T h is  w a s n ot y o u r  a t t itu d e  to  th e  la te - R e v . H . L a w  J a m e s  seven- 
p a r t  p e a l, n o r to th e  la t e  S .  H . W o o d ’ s p e a l o f  S te d m a n  C a te rs , f h e s e  
m a y  or m a y  n ot h a v e  serv ed  a n y  rea l, p u rp o se , I  do n o t seem  to  h ave  
n o ticed  a n y  d ev e lo p m en t a lo n g  th ese  lin es, b u t  th e y  w ere  c e rta in ly  
m o re  in te r e s tin g  th a n  som e o f  th e  m a te r ia l w h ic h  fills  y o u r  p a g e s  
som etim es. .

T h e re  is  a  d eep er issu e in v o lve d  n o w  th o u g h , fo r  I  h eard  i t  w h isp ered  
at! B u s h e y  t h a t  th e  fig u res  o f th is  p e a l w o u ld  n o t  b e  p u b lish ed , a s  
on e p rom in en t w r ite r  h a d  p re v io u sly  s ta te d  t h a t  su ch  a p e a l could  
h o t b e  o b ta in e d . In  m y  o pin io n , a lo n g  w ith  t h a t  o f  m a n y  o th ers, 
t h a t  in d iv id u a l now  can  c la im  th a t  his v ie w  is su b s ta n tia te d .

N o w  fo r  th e  C e n tr a l C o u n cil. Y o u  a d m it t h a t  th e  W a tfo r d  D is tr ic t  
h a v e  g iv e n  a  le a d  in  asso ciation  a c t iv i t y  in  w a r  tim e , an d  a s  one w ho 
h a s  o cc a sio n a lly  h a d  th e  p r iv ile g e  o f a t te n d in g  th e se  m e e tin g s, I  h an d 
o u t no b o u q u ets  fo r  th a t  ad m ission , fo r  y o u  cou ld  n o t h a v e  done 
o th e rw ise . H a v in g  g r a n te d  W a tfo r d  D is tr ic t  th is  m u ch , I  a sk — w ho 
is in  a  b e t te r  p ositio n  to  cr itic ise  th e  in a c t iv it y  o f  th e  C e n tr a l C o u n cil 
th a n  a b o d y  w h o  is sh o w in g  th e  w a y ?

Y o u  s a y  t h a t  th e  su b scrip tio n  to  th e  C e n tr a l C o u n cil is l i t t le  m ore 
th a n  a ‘ to k e n  ’ p a y m e n t. B e  t h a t  as i t  m a y , h a v e  w e  h a d  even  a 
to k e n  in  re tu rn  in  th e  fo rm  o f a m e e tin g * e v e n  o f  a  co m m ittee , an d , 
i f  so, h a s  an yo n e  h e a r d  o f  i t ?

I  q u ite  re a lise  t h a t  a fu ll  C o u n cil m e e tin g  w o u ld  b e  im p ossib le a t  
th e  p re se n t, b u t  I  do con sid er t h a t  a b r ig h t e r  le a d  co u ld  b e  g iv e n  b y 
som e o f th e  o fficial e lem en t, a n d  if  i t  o n ly  le d  to  som e o f th e  asso cia ­
tio n s  s it t in g  u p  a n d  ta k in g  n o tic e  I  don ’ t  th in k  th e  W a tfo r d  D is tr ic t  
w ould  b e  ad verse  to  p a y in g  d o u b le  su b scrip tio n s.

T o  su m  u p , sir, y o u r  le a d e r  w r ite r  o f  la s t  w e e k  m a y  h ave  done h is  
b e s t  u n d e r  d ifficu lt con d ition s, b u t as a  w h ite -w a sh e r  h e ’s a w a sh -ou t.

T . G R O O M B R ID G E , J u n .
O u r co rresp o n d en t re q u o te s  o u r rea so n s w h y  w e h a v e  n o t p u b lish ed  

D r . S la c k ’ s p e a l, b u t  he h as a d v a n c e d  no a r g u m e n t, ex cep t in ferred  
co m p a riso n , w h y  w e  sh ou ld  h a v e  done so. O u r p o in t is  t h a t  th e  com

fiosition, c le v e r  as i t  is, is o f  e x tre m e ly  lim ite d  in te r e s t. W e  a g re e  
h at o th e r  th in g s  w h ich  h a v e  a p p e a re d  in ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ m a y  

h a v e  p ro v e d  o f  lim ite d  in te r e st also, b u t in  th is  ca se  th e  fig u res  b y  
th e m se lv e s  co n v ey  v e r y  l i t t l e  to  th e  g e n e ra l re a d e r, an d  th e  fa c t  t h a t  
th e y  are  a v a ila b le  in  m a n u sc r ip t sh ou ld  m e e t a l l th e  n eed s o f th o se  
w h o  d e s ire  to  c a ll th e  p e a l. T h e  f a c t  t h a t  an y o n e  h a d  s ta te d  t h a t  
uuch a  p e a l cou ld  n o t b e  o b ta in e d  d id  n ot in  a n y  w a y  e n te r  in to  th e  
E d ito r ’s  d ecision , a n d  th o se  w h o  m a y  h o ld  th is  v ie w  w o u ld  do w e ll to  
d isab u se  t lie ir  m in d s o f th e  id e a .— E d ito r , ‘ R in g in g  W o rld .

T H E  S T O R Y  OF T H E  L A D IE S ' GUILD.
L A Y  A U D I E N C E  E N J O Y  ‘ R I N G I N G  W O R L D  ’ A R T I C L E .

To th e E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— R e c e n tly  I  h a d  th e  p le a su re  o f in tro d u c in g  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  

W o rld  ' to  a  la y  a u d ien ce  w ith  con sp icu ou s success. I t  w a s  th e  a r tic le  
on th e  L a d ie s ’ G u ild  a n d  its  a c h ie v e m e n t o f re c o g n itio n  b y  th e  C e n tr a l 
C o u n cil w h ich  g a v e  m e th e  o p p o r tu n ity . . . .

A  fe w  d a y s  e a r lie r  a d iscu ssion  gro u p  to w h ich  I  b e lo n g  h a d  con ­
sid e re d  a  p a p e r  b y  a  la d y  m em b er on  th e  su b je c t  o f  ‘ w om en  a fte r  
th e  w a r .’ So  a d v a n c e d  in  th o u g h t h ad  th is  p a p e r  been  t h a t  even  th e  
o th e r  la d ies  h a d  o p p osed  its  m ain  id e a . T h e  n e x t w e e k  I  w a s  d u e to 
e n te r ta in  th e  g ro u p  m y se lf, a n d  i t  o c c u rre d  to  m e t h a t  th e  s to ry  of 
th e  la d y  r in g e rs  w o u ld  b e  o f  in te r e s t. On m y  ev e n in g  I  in v ite d  the 
co m p a n y to  lis te n  to  a tr u e  s to ry , a n d  w h en , a t  th e  en d  o f  th e  dis­
cu ssion, th e  m o m en t ca m e to  r e a d  i t  I  fa c e d  an  e a g e r  a u d ien ce.

N e v e r  w a s  a s to ry  so m u ch  e n jo y e d . S e v e r a l tim e s  I  co u ld  n o t re a d  
fo r la u g h in g , b u t as e v e ry o n e  e lse  w a s  la u g h in g  too  i t  d id  n o t m a tte r . 
M r. B u r to n  w as p ro c la im e d  a ch a m p io n  o f  ch a m p io n s b y  th e  m en , a n d  
b y  som e o f  th e  la d ie s  to o . T h ose  r in g e rs  w ho s lid  off th e  fe n ce  q u ie t ly  
on th e  w o m en ’s  sid e  fo u n d  fa v o u r  in  th e  ey es  o f a t  le a s t  one o f m y 
lis te n e rs . B u t  th e  fo u n d e r o f th e  L a d ie s ’ G u ild  ca p tu re d  th e  a d m ira ­
tio n  o f a ll

W h en  th e  e x c ite m e n t h a d  su b sid ed  su ffic ien tly  I- fo u n d  m y se lf 
an sw erin g  m a n y  q u estio n s  a b o u t b e lls  a n d  r in g in g , a n d  th a t ,  I  fe lt , 
w a s th e  b e st re w a rd  I  c o u ld ,h a v e  w ish ed  fo r.

E . S . J .  H A T C H E R .
D itto n , M a id sto n e.

D E A T H  OF M R. JOHN H O LLOW S
O L D  M ID D L E T O N  R I N G E R .

O n D ecem b er 3rd  la s t th e  d e a th  to o k  p la c e  at his hou se in  H u n te r  
S tr e e t, M id d leto n , L a n c a s h ire , o f  M r. J o h n  H ollo w s. H e  w a s  85 y e a rs  
o ld  a n d  h a d  b een  a  m em b er o f th e  lo c a l co m p a n y  s in ce  h e  w a s  19. 
H e jo in e d  th e  L a n c a sh ire  A sso cia tio n  in  1897. H e  w a s  v e r y  r e g u la r  
in his a tte n d a n ce s  at*  serv ice  a n d  p ra c tic e  m e e tin g s  a n d  h ad  ru n g  
43 p eals  o f G ra n d sire  T rip le s , B o b  M*ajor a n d  K e n t  T re b le  B o b  M a jo r .

T h e  fu n e r a l to o k  p la c e  on D e ce m b e r 8t h  a t  th e  M id d leto n  C e m e te ry  
a ft e r  a  serv ice  in  th e  P a r is h  C h u fc h , an d  th e  L a n c a sh ire  A sso cia tio n  
w a s  re p re se n te d  b y  M essrs. W . H . S h u k e r , J*  S m ith , W . B e r r y  an d  
J . H . B a rs to w . T lie  se rv ic e  w a s  co n d u c ted  b y  th e  R e c to r , th e  B ish op  
o f H u lm e, w ho g a v e  a sh o r t  ad d ress. M em bers o f th e  fa m ily  w ere  
p re se n t, a n d  som e o f h is  o ld  a sso ciates w ho w ere  in  th e  h a b it  o f  m e e t­
in g  in  th e  p a r k  to  discuss m a tte r s  a n d  in d u lg e  in  ga m es.

H a n d b e lls  h ad  b een  p rov id ed ,, b u t  t i le  p olice  b a rre d  th e  rin g in g .

T H E  F IR S T  T R U E  PEAL.
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— I  s*bculd lik e  to  th a n k  M r. F . A . S a lt e r  fo r  re p ly in g  so 
p ro m p tly  to  m y  e n q u iry  a b o u t W . D . C r o fts ’ m an u scrip ts .

I  d id  n o t e x p e c t to  h ear th e y  co n ta in e d  a n y  re fe re n c e s  to  P la in  B o b  
T rip le s , b u t  i t  w a s  a s  w e ll to  m a k e  su re , a n d  now  I  th in k  w e  h a v e  
a l l  th e  evid en ce w e  a r e  e v e r  l ik e ly  to  g e t  a b o u t th e  com p osition  ru n g  
a t  N o rw ic h  in  1715 . T h e  G ra n d sire  T r ip le s  o f 1718 rem a in s  th e  firs t 
p e a l t h a t  w e  can  b e  su re  w a s  ru n g  a n d  w a s a tru e , co m po sition . T h e  
1715  B o b  T r ip le s  w e  m a y  b e  re a so n a b ly  su re  w a s  tru e , b u t  w e  h a v e  
no d efin ite  p roo f. T h e  1690 p e a l b y  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  a t  S t .  
S e p u lc h re ’s is  m u ch  m ore u n c e r ta in , b u t  is  m ore  lik e ly  to  h a v e  been 
tr u e  th a n  o n ce  w a s  su p p osed.

W h ic h  so cie ty  h a d  th e  h o n o u r o f  r in g in g  th e  firs t  tr u e  p e a l m u st 
re m a in  an  in so lu b le  p ro b le m . M r. E . A . Y o u n g  to ld  u s  t h a t  th e  
v e r d ic t  w ill b e  p ro m u lg a te d  in  d u e  course, a n d  t h a t  fo r  h im se lf he 
h a d  a lr e a d y  m ad e u p  his m ind: B u t  I  am  a fr a id  i t  w ill h a v e  to  be 
an open v e rd ic t . ■

TljjEplnethod and peal in  C r o fts - M S . c a lle d  G a th e r n ’s  T r ip p le s  and  
r e fe rr e d  to  b y  M r. S a lt e r  a r e  w h a t  w a s  ru n g  a t  N o rw ic h  in  1718 as 
G ra n d sire  T rip le s . J .  A R M I G E R  T R O L L O P E .

T H E  B E L L S  OF LONDON.
T h e  fo llo w in g  p a s s a g e  fro m  J a m e s  A n th o n y  F ro u d e ’s ‘ H is to ry  o f 

E n g la n d  ’ rea d s  so m e w h a t lik e  w e  m a y  hope fo r  w hen  b y  th e  g ra c e  o f 
G od  in  th e  n o t to o  d is ta n t fu tu r e  v ic to r y  an d  p e a c e  com e on ce m o re;

‘ T h e  g la d  n ew s sp re a d  lik e  lig h tn in g  th ro u g h  L o n d o n , an d  th e  
p en t-u p  h e a rts  o f  th e  c itize n s  p o u red  th em selves o u t in  a to rre n t of 
e x u lta tio n . A b o v e  th e  h u m an  cries th e  lo n g  s ile n t ch u rch  b e lls  clash ed  
a g a in  in to  l i f e ;  first b e g a n  S t .  P a u l ’ s, w h e re  h a p p y  ch a n ce  h a d  saved  
th e m  fro m  d e stru c tio n , th e n  one b y  o n e  e v e ry  p e a l w h ich  h a d  been  
sp a red  c a u g h t u p  th e  sound, a n d  th ro u g h  th e  su m m er n ig h t  a n d  all 
n e x t d a y  th e  m e ta l to n g u e s  fro m  to w e r an d  ste e p le  g a v e  v o ic e  to  
E n g la n d ’s g la d n e ss .’ ,
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T H E  U T IL IT A R IA N S .
T H E  O B J E C T IO N S  T O  S I N G L E  B E L L S .

To the E ditor.
S ir ,— ‘ P la in  H u n t,’ lik e  M essrs. S m ith , P a rk in so n  a n d  B u n c e , e v i­

d e n tly  th in k s  h e  can  p la y  th e  p a r t  o f b o w le r  a n d  w ic k e tk e e p e r  a t  
b o th  ends. I t  c a n ’ t be d o n e ! C e rta in  p a ssa g e s  in  his first le t te r  lea d  
m e * to  p u t o u t fe e le r s  ’ whet-hep y o u r  co rresp o n d en t w a s  a  w h o le­
h e a rte d  su p p o rte r  o f  th e  E xercis^  or w h e th e r  he w as ju s t  d o in g  a 
li t t le  cre e p in g  or reco n n a issa n ce  w o rk , so to  sp ea k , fo r  th e  opp osition  
in  a llie d  u n ifo rm ?  H is  la st le t te r  le a ve s  j i o  d o u b ts in  m y  m ind a s  to  
th e  issue. T h e re  is  o n ly  one w a y  to  tr e a t h im , an d  th a t is  in  th e  
w a y  o u r  G o ve rn m e n t h a v e  so u gh t o ver th e  p a s t  fe w  d a y s  to  tr e a t th e  
S ta te s  o f  F in la n d , H u n g a r y  an d  R u m a n ia — a too l in  th e  h an d s o f  th e  
‘ e n e m y .’

In  one o f  m y  e a r ly  le t te r s  I  q u o ted  a re m a r k  m a d e  b y  th e  B ish op  
o f C h elm sfo rd . W e re  th is  B ish o p  to re a d  y o u r  c o rre sp o n d e n t’ s tw o  
le t te r s  I  am  co n vin ced  lie  w o u ld  sa y , ‘ H e re  is  a  p a r a lle l c a s e ! ’ Y o u r  
co rre sp o n d e n t ca n  ca ll th is  ca s tig a tio n  o r  w h a te v e r  e lse he lik es, tw o 
tilin g s  a re  o u ts ta n d in g — first, a r in g e r  does n o t w r ite  in  a n e g a tiv e  
to n e or p ass a d v e rse  co m m en t u p on  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l p rin cip les  u n d e r­
lin in g  th e  s e c u r ity  a n d  fu tu r e  expa n sion  o f th e  a r t  i f  he is  a 100 p e r  
ce n t, s u p p o rte r  ; tfnd, seco n d ly , to  co u rt oi* su p p o rt th e  u t i lit a r ia n is t  
is  to  s u p p o rt th e  ‘ e n e m y .’ *

W e  a r e  liv in g  in  d a y s  w hen  it  seem s th e  fa sh io n  to  ca ll w ork hou ses 
‘ h o sp ita ls .’ com m on m ead ow s ‘ p a r k s ,’  p rison s ‘ hom es o f  co rrection  ’ 
a n d  so o n ; a n d  b y , re n a m in g  th in g s  le a d  (or t r y  to  lea d ) e v e ry o n e  to  
b e lie ve  th e y  m ean  so m e th in g  to t a lly  d iffe re n t. T h is  is  e q u a lly  so o f 
th e  ‘ no  m ore b e ll or b e lt1 slle'hcer a d v o c a te s ,’ w ho h a v e  used  th e  w o rd s  
u ti lita r ia n is m  a n d  r ig id  econ o m y fo r  a d e fin ite  p u rp o se— to stifle  i l i e  
E x erc ise  a n d  to  g a in  th e ir  ow n  en d s! Is  th e ir  u t i li t a r ia n is t  p o licy  or 
p re a c h in g  to  se rv e  a s p ir itu a l p u rp o se ?  N o !— i t  is a t  tlie  b o tto m  o f 
th in g s  to  s a t is fy  th e ir  ow n  d esires, an d , th e re fo re , I  con sid er th e  
E x erc ise  and  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ is p e r fe c t ly  ju s tifie d  in  ‘ p u ttin g  
th e  s e a rc h lig h t up on  i t . ’

M y  ex p e rie n c e  is th e  to w e r  o r  tu r r e t  w ith  on e b e ll is  m ore  open to  
co m p la in t fro m  o u tsid e  th a n  th e  to w e r w ith  a p e a l. E ven  if  a  m in o r ity  
a re  to  b e  fo u n d  w ho d is lik e  to  h e a r  ch a n g e  r in g in g  o r  h ym n  tu n e s  to 
b e  sou nd ed  upon b ells , th e r e  is  so m eth in g  so oth in g  an d  sp ir itu a l a b o u t 
th e ir  p u rp ose  to th e  m a jo r ity , w h ic h  is tr u e  u ti lita r ia n is m . I  h ave  
h e a rd  one y e t  s a y  th a t  th e re  is a n y th in g  so oth in g  a b o u t th e  sound 
o f  o n e  b e ll. O f course, w e  k n o w  th e  on e-b e ll to w e r  o r  tu r r e t  cu ts  
r ig h t across th e  re sp o n sib ility  o f  th e  u t i lia r ia n is ts  an d  r ig id  econ om ists 
in  th e  ch u rch es o f h a v in g  "to  rais^ m on ey  n o w  a n d  a g a in . W e  a re  
w a rn e d  b}  ̂ m a n y  o f  o u r S t a t e  le a d e rs  th a t  th is  is a s  m u ch  a sp ir itu a l 
w a r  as it  is  a  p o litic a l o n e ; th e re fo re , to  q u o te  th e  m a te r ia l s id e  o n ly  
a s  L e s lie  W . B u n c e  does in  y o u r  issue o f  D e ce m b e r 5 th  is to  v iew  
th e  issue w ith  one e j’e a n d  b u t  a s q u in t in  t h a t ;  but- I  tr u st  th a t 
none o f  y o u r  re a d e rs  (to  b o rro w  his ow n p h rase) w ill b e  le d  a s tra y  
b y  his a d v ic e , a n d  e s p e c ia lly  w hen  i t  com es ‘ to  p u ttin g  u p  one b ell 
in to w n  ch u rch es an d  th re e  b e lls  in  c o u n try  p a r is h e s .’ W h en  th e  w a r  
is  fin ish ed  an d  w e g e t  b a ck  to  r in g in g  I hope to  send M r. B u n c e  an 
in v ita tio n  to  com e dow n h ere  an d  r iiig  a p e a l, b u t he m u stn ’ t b e  
su rp rise d  i f  w hen  he g e ts  h ere  h e  finds it  is  a t  a on e-b ell to w e r  and  
th e re  is  110 o n e  th e re  to  m e e t h im . Y e s , I  m ig h t even  th in k  o f 
a r r a n g in g  i t  one- A p r il  1st.

T o  P la in  H u n t ’ I  m ust s a y  w h a t I  sa id  e a r lie r  on to  M r. Smit^i—
‘ I  am  so rry  fo r  h is  in a b ility  to  ju d g e  b e tw e e n  v ilific a tio n  and  
cr itic ism  ’ w h e n  he ta lk s  a b o u t d ro p p in g  p e rso n a lit ie s . B u t i f  he, lik e  
M r. L e s lie  W . B u n ce , th in k s  w e  sh ou ld  a ll s it  b a ck  w ith  s h u t m ou th s 
a n d  ‘ ta k e  m a tte rs  as th e y  a r e  ly in g  d o w n ,’ lie  h a d  b e t te r  h ave  a n ­
o th e r  th in k . I ’ ll re m in d  th em  b o th , or a n y 'o t h e r s  w h o  m a y  th in k  
th a t w a y , th a t  th e  r ig h t  to  cr itic ise  is  on e o f th ose p recio u s tilin g s  w e 
a re  f ig h tin g  to  p re s e rv e  a n d  fo r  w h ich  w e a r e  a t  w a r.

Y o u r  corresp o n d en t ask s, * W h y  d on ’ t I d e v o te  som e o f  m y  en ergies 
to  m o v in g  th e  a sso ciation  ( i f 'a n y )  to  w h ich  I  ow e a l le g ia n c e ? ’ I w ill 
rem in d  h im  t h a t  I  ow e*m y a llie g ia n c e  to  tlie  E x erc ise  as  a w hole— th a t  
th is  is  not an  in d iv id u a l a sso ciation  q u estion . I  th o u g h t I  m ad e th a t 
c le a r  in  m y la st le t te r  w hen I sa id , ‘ I t  is  in su ffic ien t fo r  a n y  on e 
a sso ciation  to  send a le t te r  o f  d isa p p ro v a l a n d  r e g r e t  in  th e  e c c le ­
s ia s tica l a u th o r itie s ’ s u p p o rt o f ,  th is  u t i lita r ia n  ra m p  or p o licy , and  
fo r  th a t  rea so n  I su p p o rt th e  le t te r  o f  M r. H ou sd en .

T h e  m a c h in e ry  w h ich  to -d a y  ru n s th e  E x erc ise  is lik e  ab ou t 50 u n ­
co u p led  tr u c k s  011 a r a ilw a y  lin e  w ith  a n  u n co u p led  e n g in e  a c tin g  as 
th e  C e n tr a l C o u n cil tr y in g  to  ta k e  com m an d  o f  th em  at on e end. W e  
all k n o w  th a t  su ch  an  en gin e  is n ot w h o lly  in  com m an d  o f  th e  p o s itio n , 
— it can  o n ly  d riv e  in  th e  on e d irectio n .

T h e  id ea  o f g iv in g  la n te rn  le c tu re s  upon b e lls  and  th e ir  re la tio n  to 
th e  C h u rc h , sa y s  ‘ P la in  H u n t,’ m a y  be a good  on e i f  yo u  can g e t  
th e  r ig h t  a u d ie n c e . H r s  he e v e r  tr ie d  i t ?  I  d o u b t v e ry  m uch i f  he 
has. I t  is  now  e ig h t  y e a rs  s in ce I  g a v e  m y  first ta lk  upon th e  su b je c t 
w h ilst s ta y in g  a t  a co n v a le sc e n t hom e. V e r y  q u ic k ly  th e  su ggestion  
to o k  w ith  th o se  in  c h a rg e  o f  th e  l\ome a n d  th e  p a tie n ts  n u m b e rin g  48. 
T h e  m a tro n  s t ip u la te d  t h a t  a n y  w ho d id  n o t w a n t to  listen  n eed  be 
u n d er no o b lig a tio n  to  do- so. O n ly  t wo re fu se d . I h ad  th e  s a t is fa c ­
tion  o f  h e a r in g  som e tim e  la te r  o f thr^ e o f  m y  au d ien ce  ta k in g  up 
c h a n g e  r in g in g . S in ce  th e n  I  m ig h t s a y  I  h a v e  g iv en  15 s im ila r  ta lk s, 
som e w ith  th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  la n te r n  an d  slid es, co u p led  also w ith  
tu n es yr>on h a n d b e lls , a n d  h a v e  b een  a sk ed  a fte r w a r d s , ‘ H ow  soon 
ca n  w e h a v e  a n o th e r ? ’ A  fr ie n d  o f  m in e a t  L e ice s te r , w ho is w ell 
k n o w n  to  th e  E x erc ise , I  k n o w  h a s  fo u n d  m uch th e  sam e re su lt . On .

(C o n tin u ed  in n e x t co lum n .)

GU ILD OF D E V O N S H IR E  R IN G E R S.
'A N N U A L  M E E T IN G  O F  T H E  E X E T E R  B R A N C H . %

‘ W e  h o p e soon to  r e v iv e  a n d  m a in ta in  th e  r in g in g  o f  o u r  b e a u tifu l 
bells. M e c h a n ic a l r in g in g  ca n  n e v e r  b e  an  a c t  o f w o rsh ip . O u r bells 
a re  o n e  o f  th e  a c h iev em en ts  o f  th e  M id d le  A g e s .’ • T h u s  sa id  th e  

> R e c to r  o f S t . S id w e ll’s (th e  R e v . M . V .  N a r r a c o tt)  w hen he ad d ressed  
th e  .a ssem b la g e  o f  r in g e rs  to  th e  E x e te r  B ra n ch  on D ece m b e r 6t1\.

T e a  w a s serv ed  in S t . S id w e ll ’s P a r is h  R o o m  a n d  som e 25 s a t  dow n, 
am on g th em  b ein g  M essrs. E d w in  S h e p h e rd , W . R ic h a rd so n , C . G la ss, 
W . D r a k e , T o m  L a v e r , T e w  B iffin , J .  H a rr is , C . L i lle y  an d  oth er 
ve te ra n s. L a t e r  th e  R e c to r  jo in e d  th e  co m p a n y.

T h e  s e c r e ta r y , M r. W . H . H ow e, re p o rte d  t h a t  th re e  m e e tin g s  h ad  
been h e ld  d u rin g  th e  y e a r . T h e  b a la n c e  sheet w a s  held  over.

T h e  officers, M essrs. E . J . R y le  (ch a irm an ), W . H . H ow e (se c r e ta r y  
and  tre a su re r), W . R ich a rd so n  (R in g in g  M a ste r), E . B iffin , H . J .  R ow e 
an d  T . H  P o o k  (re p re se n ta tiv e s  to  th e  G e n e ra l G u ild . C o m m ittee), 
w ere  th a n k e d  an d  a l l  re-e lected . S e r g t .  C . J . H osgood , w h om  a ll w ere  
p leased  to  see, w a s  re-e lected  as th e  a ss is ta n t s e c r e ta r y .

E x e te r  w a s d ecided  up on  fo r  th e  n e x t m e e tin g  011 A p r il 1 1 t h , 1942.
M r. E . H il l  (S t. T h o m a s ’ ) w a s  e le c te d  as  a n ew  m em b er. T h e re  

w a s an  exp ressio n  o f op in ion  th a t  th e  p re se n t le v y  to  th e  C e n tr a l G u ild  
F u n d s sh ou ld  b e  red u ced  b y  3d. p e r  c a p ita .

A  h e a r t y  v ote  o f th a n k s  w as ia ccord ed  th e  R e c to r  a n d  th e  o rg a n is t 
fo r  tlie  p a r ts  th e y  u n d erto o k  in  th e  serv ice . T h e  R e c to r  re p lie d  and 
o ffered  th e  use o f  S t . S id w e ll’ s b e lls  fo r  s ile n t p ra c tic e .

O nce a g a in  frie n d sh ip s  w ere  re v iv e d , a n d  th o u g h  th e  b ig  b ells  w ere  
silen t m eth od s w ere  p ra c tise d  011 th e  h a n d b ells . H ow  soon -may* w e 
hope fo r b e t te r  t im e s?

H A N D B E L L S .
To the E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— R e fe r r in g  to  M r. H . J . S a n g e r ’ s le t te r  in  y o u r  issue o f 
D ecem b er 12 th , 1941, I  possess a p e a l o f ten  o ld  h a n d b e lls  in  r e m a r k ­
a b ly  go o d  tu n e . S o m e h a v e  th e  le t te r s  R .W . in sid e, w h ilst o n e  h as 
W .R . in sid e. T h e se  b e lls  a p p e a r  to  h a v e  b een  c a st b e fo re  th e re  w ere  
fa c ilit ie s  fo r  tu r n in g  th em  u p  sm oo th ly  in sid e, a s  th e y  a re  le f t  ro u g h  
th ere . T h e  o u tsid es a r e  m ore or less O .K . 9

U p o n  m a k in g  in q u ir ies , I  h ave  been  to ld  t h a t  th ese  h a n d b e lls  w ere  
ca st b y  a R o b e rt W e lls , w ho liv e d  n e a r  M ild en h a ll in  W e s t S u ffo lk . 
T h e  one w ith  W .R . is  acco u n ted  fo r  b y  th e  le t te r s  b e in g  w ro n g ly  
in se rte d  in  th e  m ou ld .

I p u rch a se d  th em  fro m  th e  e x ecu to rs  o f  th e  la te  R . C h r is tia n , a 
r in g e r  a t  G r e a t  Y a rm o u th .

I f  an y o n e  cou ld  te l l  m e i f  th e y  a r e  a b o u t 150 y e a rs  o ld  I  sh a ll be 
g r a te fu l . ‘ G . E . S Y M O N D S .

57 , M o rn in gton  A ve n u e , Ip sw ich . .

S P L IC E D  S U R P R I S E  M IN O R .
A  * E W  E X T E N T .

To th e E d itor.
D e a r  S ir ,— T h e  fo llo w in g  e x te n t o f T re b le  B o b  M in or w ill p ro b a b ly  

p rove in te r e s tin g  to  th o se  b a n d s w ho a re  on th e  look out fo r som e­
th in g  o u ts id e  th e  s ta n d a rd  e x te n ts . I t  co n ta in s  a n u m b er o f  bobs (21) 
w h ich  h a s  n o t, h ith e rto , been  ru p g  in  an  e x te n t fo r  th is  g ro u p  o f 
m ethods.

S P L I C E D  O X F O R D  A N D  S A N D A L  T R E B L E  B O B .
720 —25346 O x —63542 S

23456 —32546 S —42563 O x------ —4653E O x —54263 O x
56342 s —54632 Ox —25463 s

—42?56 s 65243 O x —63425 O x
56234 s 26354 Ok —46325 O x
34625 s —32654 O x 34562 O x

—25634 O x —63254 O x —53462 O x
62453 O x 26435 O x -45362 O x

—46253 s —42635 s 34256 O x
—53246 Ox —35642 O x —23456 O x

C. K. LEWIS (P reston ).
r u n g  a t P reston 011 N o vem b er 19th on h a n d b e lls  b y  E . E o g i

M a rtin  1-2, C . K e n n e th  L e w is  (con d u ctor) 3-4, C . C ro ssth w a ite  5-6.

T H E  U T I L I T A R I A N S .
(C o n tin u ed  from  p revio u s  co lum n .)

tw o occasion s I h ave  seen m y effo rts  cro w n ed  w ith  n ew  b e lls , and  a 
fu n d  fo r b e lls  b e in g  s ta r te d  as th e  r e s u lt ;  so w hen ‘ P la in  H u n t ’ 
TOAkes th e  a b su rd  s ta te m e n t, does an yo n e  b e lie ve  i t  p ossib le  to  get- a 
nose in to  a le c tu re  h a ll, le t  a lon e g iv e  a le c tu re , I  sa y  he ju s t  d oesn ’ t 
’enow th e  p ositio n . T h e  sam e a p p lies  to  h is  o th e r  q u estion , w h at 
h ave  /  d o n e ?  F u rth e r m o re . T w ill r e fe r  h im  to  m y  le t t e r  o f  A u g u st 
15 th  i f  he w a n ts  to  k n o w  w h a t  / a m  d o in g. I  n o tice  he d oesn ’ t te ll 
us w h a t he  is  d o in g . I  am  w o n d e rin g  w h e th e r  h e  is  one o f  th o se  w h o  

. w a n ts  b ells , b u t d oesn ’ t  w a n t th e  tr o u b le  o f  h e lp in g  to  g e t th e  m on ey  
ro r  th em , a n d  w h e th e r  th a t  is th e  rea so n  fo r  h is  ta lk  ab o u t la y in g  
hold o f  th e  p arso n s a n d  tefl th em  h o w  to  g e t  to w ers  an d  b e lls  w ith o u t 
m o n e y ?  S u c h  a  re m a r k  is  c e r ta in ly  \io t th e  k in d  o f  re m a r k  w e m ig h t 
exp ect fro m  a h u n d red  p er ce n t, su p p o rte r  o f  th e  E x erc ise . I t  is  ju s t  
th e  s o r t- o f  th in g  w e  m ig h t e x p e c t fr o m  th o se  p re a c h in g  th e  p o licy  o f 
u tilita r ia n is m  o r  r ig id  econ om y. ‘ A N T I - S I L E N T .’

W e  r e g r e t  w e  h a v e  h a d  to  c u r ta il  ‘  A n ti-S ile n t’s  ’ le t te r  so m ew h at. 
W e  w ou ld  ask  co rresp o sd en ts to  k e e p  th e ir  le t te r s  w ith in  re a so n a b le  
lim its .— E d ito r  1 R in g in g  W & rld .’

D ecem ber 19th , 1941. T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D . 609
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G R A N D S IR E  C A T E R S .
THE HISTORY OF THE M ETHOD.

B y  E d g a r  C. S h e p h e r d .
(C o n tin u ed  fr o m  p a g e  599.)

The parliest evidence of the ringing of Grandsire 
Caters is provided by the activities of the College Youths 
towards the end of the 17th century. At that time the 
Society was practising the method at St. Sepulchre’s, 
Holborn, and in 1695 bore the cost of having the 9th bell 
recast and rehung. It was the rival society, the London 
Scholars, however, that rang the first known peal of 
Grandsire Caters. This was at St. Bride’s, Fleet Street, 
on January 11th, 1717. All records of the London 

. Scholars have perished, and there is no trace of the men 
who rang or of the composition. The number of 
changes, 5,040, suggests a composition very different 
from the peals given in ‘ Campanalogia ’ (1702), and it 
is much to be deplored that this valuable piece of ring­
ing history is lost. All that is known of the perform­
ance is given in the following extract from the Osborn 
MSS.

‘ The first known peal of the London Scholars was a 
peal of 5,040 Grandsire Caters at St. Bride’s, in Fleet 
Street, Friday, January 11th-, 1716-17. The frame put 
up was taken down and destroyed when the church was 
repaired in 1796. This was supposed to be the only peal 
of Caters to be rung whilst St. Bride’s contained ten 
bells, and was said to be the first known peal of Caters 
ever completed by any company in the kingdom, which 
was probably the case, as no other peal upon ten bells 
appears upon record to precede this performance.'

On January 25th, 1725, the College Youths rang their 
first peal, 5,060 Grandsire Cinques, at St. Bride’s, and 
in this peal the second bell was rung by Benjamin Ann- 
able, then a young man of 2 1 . ' l^ss than a month later 
this young man took the lead and conducted a peal of 
Grandsire Caters at St. Magnus-the-Martyr. This is the 
second peal of Grandsire Caters to be rung, and fortun­
ately there is a complete record of the band and the com­
position.

‘ St. Magnus-the-Martyr in London. Monday, Febru­
ary 15^h, 1724. This Company rang a peal of 5,058 
Grandsire Caters, being the first that was done in that 
Steeple. Mr. William Wood woe Treble, Mr. Robert 
Catlin 2, Mr. Edmund Chadwell 3, Mr. John Ward 4, 
Mr. John Pearson 5, Mr. Peter Merrygarts 6 , Mr. W il­
liam Loughton 7, Mr. William Thompson 8, Mr. Ben­
jamin Annable 9, Mr.’ Matthew East Tenor. Composed 
and called by Mr. Benjn. Annable.’

‘ The 8 biggest bells were made in the year 17 and the
2 trebles in the year 17 by Mr. Richards Phelps in White 
Chappell. The two Trebles were given to the Parish by 
the Eastern Youths and the British Scholars.’

The above account is copied from a pocket book for­
merly belonging to Mr. Osborn (the historian), and 
afterwards, through the Banks family, to the late Coun­
cillor Fenton, J.P., of Heston, Middlesex, and given by 
him to Mr. E. Alex Young, late hon. secretary of the 
Central Council of Church Bellringers. Ajid so to the 
archives of the Ancient Society of College Youths.

Mr. Young, who kindly sent the copy to Mr. Ernest 
Morris in January, 1940, remarks : ‘ Note.— This is very 
neatly and centrally written by Osborn (as is his usual 
style) and just fills the page 6in. by 4in. The spelling,

etc., is reproduced. There is little punctuation. The 
date is 1724.’

It will be noted that the date is given in the old style 
and that here and there there are some discrepancies in 
the spelling of names. The ringer of the treble was W il­
liam Woodruff; of the 3rd Edward Chadwell; of the 7th 
William Laughton.

On March 17th, 1726, Annable conducted 5,094 Grand­
sire Caters at St. Giles’ , Cripplegate. Two men rang the 
tenor, one of w7hom was John Cundell. This was the 
first time that a bell was rung double-handed to a peal 
of 5,000. In the same year the Church of St. Martin-in- 
the-Fields was completed, and the College Youths scored 
the first peal on the new bells, 5,076 Grandsire Caters.* 
[n 1727 the Society visited Cambridge, and on May 25th 
Annable and his men rang 5,040 At the tower of Great 
St. Mary. f

In 1732 the City Scholars rang the second peal on the 
bells of St. Giles’ ,' Cripplegate, and this 6,012 Grandsire 
Caters was the record length for the method. Three men 
were needed for the tenor. A copy- of the tablet is given 
by Snowdon.

‘ Tablet in St. Giles’ , Cripplegate (Surmounted by the 
City Arms). Thursday, November 23rd, 1732. The 
Society of City Scholars rang in this steeple a compleat 
Peal of six thousand and twelve Cators. Jno. Arnold 1, 
Jpna Keate 2, Robt. Mobbs 3, Thos. Nash 4, G. Elton 
Hill 5, Jos. Griffiths 6 , 'Sal Thompson 7, W m . Hilliar 8 , 
Jno. Box 9, Ed. Nodes, Hy. Macfarland, Darn Newbolt 
10.

‘ Mr. John Mabiatt, M r ., Robert Wyrill, Mr. John 
Robson, Mr. Thomas Sayers, Churchwardens.’

In 1733 the College Youths visited Oxford and at­
tempted four peals, Grandsire Caters at Christ Church 
and New College, and another, which was probably Bob 
Major, at Magdalen. Bad luck attended them. At 
Christ Church the tenor fell into the pit after 3,200 
changes; at Magdalen broken ropes limited the ringing 
to about half an hour; and the two attempts at New 
College failed for the same reason.

Interesting light is thrown upon this visit by the re­
marks, of Thomas Hearne, the Oxford antiquarian and 
diarist. His writings show that he knew a great deal 
about ringing, and he listened to and recorded critically 
all the ringing in the town. Of the College Youths he 
writes: —

‘ 1733, May 24th, Thursday.— On Whit Sunday last 
(May 13th) came to Oxford on foot fifteen ringers from 
London, and the da_v before came on horseback, one Mr. 
Skelton, about fourteen or fifteen years a Commoner of 
Queen’s College, Oxford, and an excellent ringer, and at 
this time Register to the Bishop of London (Gibson) 
and a proctor in the Arches. The next day being Mon­
day, -May 14th, the Oxford ringers gave them a short 
peal at Magdalen College, as they did in the evening a 
short one at Christ Church, the Londoners laying still 
that day that they might refresh themselves after the 
fatigue of their journey. The day aftf -̂ (being Tuesday,- 
May 15th) the Londoners rang: a peal admirably Well at 
New College, of about 1,500 changes, from a little be­
fore eleven o ’clock in the morning till twelve, and in the 
evening they.did the same at Christ Church. On W ed­
nesday, 16th, they (the Londoner^) began to ring at 
Christ Church in the morning a quarter or more before 

(C o n tin u e d  on n e x t page.)
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N O T IC E S .
ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  

The next meeting will be held on Saturday, December 
20th, at the Bell Foundry, Whitechapel Road, E .l, at
3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., 1, Eversfield Road, 
Reigate.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Meeting 
at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey, Saturday, De­
cember 27th. Handbells from 3 p.m.' Tea 5 p.m. All 
welcome.— H. G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel Avenue, W at­
ford.

"Owing to the Christmas Holidays, all Notices 
intended for publication in next w eek's issue 
must be received not later than the First Post 
on Monday morning.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— North-Eastern Division.—  
The annual district meeting will be held at St. Peter’s, 
Colchester, on Saturday, January 3rd. Handbells avail­
able 2.30 p.m. Service in church at 4 p.m. Tea you 
must £̂11 bring with you, as at previous meetings. Will 
members please note that subscriptions for 1942 will be due 
at this meeting. May I appeal to everyone, including our 
friends over the border in the Northern Division, to come 
and make this meeting a great success, and show the new 
Vicar of St. Peter’s that the North-Eastern Division is 
very much alive?— Leslie Wright,, Lower Barn Farm, 
Dedham.

ST. M AR TIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF 
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755).— Annual meeting 
will be held at the Tamworth Arms, Moor Street, Birm­
ingham, on Saturday, January 3rd, commencing at 6.15 
p.m. prompt.—-T. H. Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136, Newton 
Road, Sparkhill, Birmingham, LI.

N O RW ICH  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— A meet­
ing will be held at St. Giles’ , Norwich, on Saturday, 
January 10th. Bells (silent) 2.30. Service 3.45. Tea in 
St. Giles’ Parish .Hall, Cow Hill, 4.30, followed by busi­
ness meeting and handbells. Numbers for tea by January 
3rd, please.— A. G. G. Thurlow, Gen. Sec., 52, The Close, 
Norwich.

G R E E T I N G S .
Greetings and best wishes for Christmas and for a 

, peaceful New Year to all ringing friends at home and 
abroad.— W . T. Elson, 59, Pursers Cross Road, London,
S .W .6 .

Christmas and New Year greetings to all ringing 
friends at home and overseas from Mr.'and Mrs. A. H. 
Pulling, Grammar School, Guildford, Surrey.

I wish all ringing friends, both far and near, a happy 
Christmas and a victorious New Year,— C. T. Coles, 
Highams Park, E.4.

The Methods Committee send greetings to fellow- 
members of the Central Council and all friends in the'ring­
ing Exercise.— Ernest C. S. Turner, J. Armiger Trollope.

A friendly gree% g at this glad season of Chrisfmas to 
all ringing friends and peace and joy in the New Year.—  
Mr. and Mrs. F. I. Hairs and Olive, Restormel, Janes 
Lane, Burgess Hill, Sussex.

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Davis send the season’s greet­
ings and good wishes for the New Year to all ringing 
friends— 118, Sarsfeld Road, Balham, S .W .12 .

Christnjas and New Year greetings to all ringing 
friends from Harold S.- Hobden, Aldershot {late East­
bourne).

To all my friends. Best wishes for your health and 
happiness this Christmas, and always.— Fred Price, 273, 
Albert Road, Aston, Birmingham.

To all ringing friends far and' near, best wishes for 
1 Christmas and the coming year from F. E. Dawe, Allen­
dale, Kingsway, Woking.

BOURNEMOUTH AND DISTRICT RINGERS send 
hearty greetings and good wishes for a Happy Christ­
mas and a brighter New Year to all friends in the Exer­
cise.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— North-Eastern Division.—  
The District Master and secretary would like to take this 
opportunity of wishing all members at home and abroad 
best wishes and the'best of luck throughout this Christ­
mas and the coming New Year.

SW ANSEA AND BRECON. DIOCESAN GUILD.—  
Southern District.— To all members and ringing friends 
my best wishes for a merry Christmas and a happy New 
Year, and may peace come soon.— E. Stitch, 21, Cam­
brian Place, Port Talbot, Glam.

PE R SO N A L.
MR. ARTHUR DAVIS, of Bournemouth, would be 

grateful to -receive a line from, or the address of, MR. 
FRANCIS S. BEAUMONT.

G R A N D SIR E  C A T E R S .
(C o n tin u ed  fro m  p re v io u s  p a g e .)  

twelve, and they rang till two most incomparably well, 
when the gudgeons being bad, the biggest bell (that is 
the tenth) fell down, but not through the loft, otherwise 
they proposed to have rung 5,040 changes. In the even­
ing they rang the eight bells at Magdalen College, but 
two or three ropes breaking, they could not proceed 
above half an hour. On Thursday, May 17th, they began 
to ring at New College, proposing to ring the said num­
ber of changes, viz., 5,040 there. Thay began a little 
before twelve, and rang for about three-quarters of an 
hour, when one of the ropes broke, and so they were 
stopped. Afterwards they dined at the Weers beyond 
Friar Bacon’s Study, and some (if not all) of them step­
ping over to Iffley they rang the six bells there (viz., 700 
changes upon them).

‘ The next day being Friday, May 18th, they were re­
solved to ring the above-mentioned number of 5,040 
changes upon New College ten bells as they had begun 
before to do. Accordingly they began a little before 
twelve, and rang full two hours in the morning wanting 
two minutes, when one of the ropes broke and put a stop 
to the peal, for which they were all very sorry, as they 
were at the fall of the great bell at Christ Church. For 
their ringing at both places, as well as elsewhere, was 
most surprisingly fine, without the least fault from be­
ginning to end, such as never was before in Oxford, and 
’tis a scandal that the bells should not be in good order. 
Saturday, May 19th, they went out of town. On Tues­
day, May 22nd, the great bell at Christ Church was got 
up again, and in the evening the Oxford men rang all 
ten and endeavoured to imitate the Londoners, but they 
were soon olit, and made poor work of it in comparison 
of the others.’

(T o  b e  con tin u ed .)
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A  G L O O M Y  Y E A R  F O R  R IN G IN G .
On the face of thing's there is little that is encourag­

ing to be got out of a survey of ringing in the year that 
is just closing. Not a church bell has been rung any­
where throughout the length and breadth of the land, 
and the ban, as we learned last week, is to continue. 
Ringers from the towers have been called away to serve 
their country either under arms or in other capacities, 
and'this, coupled with the fact that the bells themselves 
are completely idle and interest In ringing has in many 
places almost fallen to vanishing point, has reduced 
many associations to a condition in which they are un­
able to do little but hold on for the better times that we 
all believe lie somewhere ahead. Never surely in the 
history of the last two hundred years, at any rate, has 
ringing passed through such a gloomy time of inactivity. 
Never before have the bells of our land been compelled 
to observe so complete a silence and that is the real test 
of our loss. It is not that we are debarred from ring­
ing peals; indeed there are m anf who think that peal 
ringing for any but the most exceptional reason would 
be entirely out of place under present circumstances. The 
absence of peal ringing in a time of world war is no 
hardship, but what we have lost and what matters most 
is the ringing of the bells on Sundays. The bells have 
always counted for something in the life of the people, 
more perhaps than is generally realised, and the loss has 
been keenly felt even if it has now been blunted a little 
by the passage of'time. No good purpose will be served 
by labouring the argument that .the ban is a clumsy pre­
liminary to meet the -end the authorities have in view, 
but it remains the most stunning blow that has ever 
been delivered at the art of ringing. It not only robs 
the land of the cheerful and encouraging sounds of the 
Sunday service bells, but its ultimate effect will be that 
ringing may lose, through this inactivity, no small pro­
portion of,its erstwhile devotees. That falling away of 
man power from the belfries seems to us one of the in­
evitable and most serious consequences likely to arise 
from the present position.

These- are the things which first and most naturally 
strike one in a review of the year, but there is some­
thing to be placed on the other side of the account; 
things that may quite well give us ground, if not.for 
optimism, at least for hope. There are still, in marry 
places and districts, depleted bands of loyal and devoted 
ringers endeavouring by every means in their power to 
‘ keep the flag flying, ’ from the company that meets every 
week for handbell practice amid the ruins created by the 
enemy in the City of Birmingham to the little bands' who 

(O on tin u ed  on p a g e  614.)
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gather from time to time in country villages for district 
meetings and have little to encourage them but the 
pleasure of a friendly handclasp, a chat over a cup of 
tea, and joining in a service. These men are doing a 
greater work for ringing than perhaps they realise.' It 
is they who later on will be in a position to set the 
wheels moving again in belfry and' associations, and 
upon whom mudi of the future will depend. W e hope 
that they will not let disappointment creep in to stay 
theif efforts because they are n<3t getting all the support 
they think should be forthcoming from some who used 
to give their aid when times were more propitious. W e  
hope they will hold on undeterred by lack of numbe(ft 
until the bells may be rung again, for then their help 
will be more than ever needed, for the leeway to be 
made up will be enormous. Many who have left the 
belfry may never return ; many who could do so may not 
because their interest in ringing will be completely dead. 
These little meetings, whether in town or country, car­
ried on Jdv the stalwarts amid discouraging circum­
stances, <ire one of the most hopeful signs for the future.

There is a field which might be made more of, and 
that is handbell ringing. Quite a number of bands have 
tried their hand at it with marked success, to their own 
encouragement and entertainment. It is one of the 
things which, where all are beginners, requires a deal 
of patience as well as regular pfactice, but it can be 
mastered and it opens the door to no end of interest. 
Throughout the past year our columns have recorded 
the successes which have come to those whb have per­
severed, and we would like to hear that handbell ring­
ing had penetrated into a far greater number of centres.
It might often prove the one means of keeping the rem­
nants of a company together, as well as laying the foun­
dation of a wider field of interest in the future, and it 
is to the future that we must all turn our eyes. The 
present is dark for ringing, although, as we have in­
dicated, here and there the flame is kept burning, if with 
diminished light. A heavy responsibility rests upon all 
those who are left at home to carry on in the extremely 
limited manner that circumstances now permit, and we 
trust that, despite all discouragements and handicaps, 
men will not lose heart or interest, but continue to make » 
the best of the existing conditions till the day comes when 
the bells will be sought by everyone to ring for victory 
and peace.

H A N D B E L L  P E A L .
P R E S T O N , L A N C S .
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SOME EXTRACTS.
F ix in g  the Standard Methods.

The selection of methods in the 1 Clavis ’ is excellent. 
Ignoring all the merely fancy methods that had been 
rung from time to time, such as Fulham, Middlesex and 

i College Triples, Titchborne’s Invention, 'Cumberland 
Pleasure, Cumberland Fancy and the like, and the un- 
symmetrical Eastern Bob and Double Eastern Bob, the 
authors printed those old systems whose worth had been 
fully tried and proved, and added several new ones— new 
at any rate to London and the majority of ringers— which 
were to become equally useful. These latter included 
Kent Treble Bob, Double Norwich Court Bob Major, 
Stedman on seven bells and upwards, and Superlative 
Surprise Major. In fact, the ‘ Clavis ’ may be said to 
have fixed the standard methods. Hitherto ringers in 
different parts of the country often had their own 
methods ; henceforth there was one standard for the whole 
country. The book also had the effect (not so happy a 
o&e) that it practically put a stop to ringers pxperiment- 
ing with new methods and new styles .of peals. There 
was in it so much more than the average band could ever 
hope to accomplish that men ceased to look for anything 
outside its scope. Shipway introduced several new sys­
tems, but not one of them has been practised. He him­
self called peals of his Place Triples and Place Major, 
but no other band rang them. No band practised his 
Court Bob, or his Double Court Bob, nor, except on 
two fairly recent occasions, 'was the method he called 
Shipway’s Principle ever rung to a peal.

As an indication of the development of ringing which 
accompanied the appearance of the ‘ Clavis ’ it is in­
teresting to notice that the first peal of Double Norwich 
Court* Bob Major rung in London was in 1786; the first 
peal of Cambridge Surprise ever rung was in 1780; the 
first pe^l of Stedman Caters in 1787 ; and the first peal of 
Stedman Cinques in 1788. All these, except the last, wetje 
actually before the book appeared, but they were in­
timately connected with its preparation. Among the 
subscribers to the book were men who had taken part 
in the first peal of Treble Bob Maximus only 31 years 
before.

Much of the interest in the ‘ Clavis ’ lies in the many 
remarks, scattered throughout the book, which thr6w 
light on the customs and opinions of the ringers of the 
time. A description is given of the correct way to 
handle a bell and the ‘ young practitioner ’ is told that 
‘ he must observe first to place his right foot in the 
strap ’ and that he must have his right hand uppermost 
both at the sally and backstroke.

Footstraps have almost entirely disappeared now, even 
for use in ringing very heavy bells, but in this passage 
we learn that then they were universally used even for 
ringing light bells. Laughton tells us much the same 
thing, and it is evidence of how very much more pulling 
bells needed in olden times than they do at present.

The London custom was, and is, to hold the tail end 
in the left hand, but at Norwich it was traditional to 
hold it in the right.

Raising and ceasing in peal is mentioned, and here we 
have an echo of Stedman’s Campanalogia— ‘ It is re­
quisite that the bells be raised as fast as conveniently can 
be, and not to strike till the second sway.’ * Raiding

and ceasing in peal when properly executed is un­
doubtedly very pleasant and melodious; but melodious as 
it is, the adepts of the art in this city of London very 
seldom choosing to put themselves to the pains of it, is 
now chiefly practised by the country gentlemen.’ All 
writers on ringing from Stedman onwards lamented that 
raising ai?d ceasing in peal is a lost art in London, and 
to this day it is comparatively seldom practised by 
metropolitan ringers.

‘ Many people run away with a notion that anyone 
may be put to a treble, especially if a plain hunt, ‘ but,’ 
says our authors, ‘ we repeat this admonition {hat the 
treble be rung by an able and experienced practitioner.’ 
So far as peal ringing at least is concerned, the London 
ringers acted in accordance with this advice. * In their 
performances the treble ringer was almost always one of 
the leading members of the band, and not seldom it was 
the'conductor. For a long time in the College Youths’ 
peals Winstanley Richardson rang the treble as if by 
right.

Later writers, however, while they copy or adapt the 
rules, of the ‘ Clavis ’ for instructing beginners, disagree 
with them here. Hubbard says that there are good rea­
sons for putting the learner to the treble, and he pro­
ceeds to give them.

On Holt’s Original there is the following comment—r 
‘ W e have placed this first, nor need we hesitate to 
affirm that it stands foremost in point of merit of all 
Mr. Holt’s .compositions, the dividing of it into parts or 
courses for the purpose of retaining it in memory for 
calling, is a matter that has totally baffled all the skill 
and penetration of the present age, and the author him­
self (we are told) could not retain it sufficiently so as to 
call without book; and though he composed several 
peals of grandsire tripples, yet we have great reason to 
believe that this was his first because it was the first that 
was rung, which was at St. Margaret’s, Westminster, 
on Sunday, the 7th of July, 1751.’

That the Original was the first peal of Grandsire 
Triples composed by Holt is almost certainly true, but 
in point of merit as a composition it is far surpassed by 
the Ten-part. A clever man with some knowledge of 
the law of Q Sets could no doubt by dint of perseverance 
and much experimenting discover the first. He could 
hardly have discovered the other without a great deal of 
knowledge of the mathematical laws of Grandsire com­
position.

William Jones did not know when he wrote that the 
Original had already been called by two men who took 
part in the ringing. If the London men had heard any­
thing about it they did not believe it. Three years 
after the ‘ Clavis ’ appeared, James Bartlett rang the 
seventh at St. Giles’-in-the-Fields and called the peal 
(with William Jones at the fourth), ‘ and thus gained 
the honour (which he really did not deserve) of being 
the first man to conduct the peal and take part in the 
ringing.

In calling Grandsire Triples we are told ‘ it is usual 
in most parts of the kingdom for the bob caller to ring 
the observation ’ and call by the position of his own bell,
’ a method which we can by no means approve.’ The 
plan recommended is to call by the bells before. ‘ The 
former is too much like a lesson or ballard which is 
learned by rote, and we trust will be looked on by every 

(Continued on next p a g e .)
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judicious person in the art as too absurd and unscientific 
to outweigh against the other.’

One of the outstanding compositions in the book is 
John Reeves’ peal of Bob Major with the 120 course 
ends, and this is made the occasion for one or two very 
interesting remarks. It is pointed out that the first time 
5-6 come home together at a course end the lead end is 
plained; but at the second time it is bobbed; ‘ which is 
the grand reason you cannot come round at the sixty 
courses, which has been so long the wonder and study 
Of the curious; for if they could be either all called or all 
omitted, the thing would soon be done. ’ Here we have 
in effect an anticipation of Thompson’s proof that a peal 
of Grandsire Triples with common bobs only is not 
possible. ' .

The composition is the only peal of Major into which 
singles are introduced, and an explanation is given. ‘ W e  
don’t altogether approve of singles where the number 
can be obtained without; yet as this is the full extent 
without parting 7-8, we think and recommend it as a 
good peal for those who wish to ring a greater length 
than ever has been done by one set of men.’

The general opinion of the best authorities in the Exer­
cise, then, and for long before and after, was that the 
natural and normal call for any method is the bob. 
Anything else should be introduced only when absolutely 
necessary, and usually only because the extent of the 
changes cannot otherwise be got.

What sort of alterations were used depended on what 
they were required to do. Singles were not needed in 
Grandsire Caters and Cinques, and so were barred, but 
soon after the ‘ Clavis ’ appeared it became the custom 
to start Cinques by laying 7-8 still. That put the bells 
at once into the tittums with the 8th after the 11 th, and 
made an easy and graceful home-coming possible. The 
device was justified by the results it gave, and was 
tolerated by people who saw no necessity for singles.

During the eighfeenth century and most of the nine­
teenth, practically all the peals of Bob Major rung were 
in-course, even when they were ten-thousands. The 
general feeling was that the gain in music when singles 
are used was not sufficient justification for breaking a 
sound rule, though no doubt there were men like the 
authors of the * Clavis ’ who recognised that rules were 
made for change ringing and not change ringing for 
rules.

The first man who boldly used singles in the modern 
manner was Edward Taylor, whose peals, with the sixth 
24 times right and wrong, were rung in the early years 
of the nineteenth century. Shipway, who knew Taylor, 
adopted the plan and applied it to Grandsire Caters; 
though Joseph Ladley, who called the peal, claimed that 
he had composed it himself. John Lates, of Oxford, 
afterwards so well known as a Stedman composer, pro­
duced peals similar to Taylor’s. But though the work 
of these men ultimately influenced the Exercise, the more 
conservative views expressed by the ‘ Clavis ’ persisted 
until the close of the nineteenth century.

When William Jones wrote that Reeves’ extent of 
Bob Major was •* a greater length than ever has been 
done by one set of men,’ he did not forget some claims 
that had been made. ‘ There is a frame at West Ham 
for upwards of 15,000, but it is well-known by the time 
mentioned and the weight of the bells they could scarcely

ring thirteen.’ ‘ To be sure the extent of Bob Major, 
40,320 changes, is recorded in a frame at Leeds in 
Kent as being performed by thirteen men in 27 hours- 
and some minutes, one man having rung eleven hours, 
-another nine, & c.; but those of the performers who have 
been spoke with on the subject give such unsatisfactory 
accounts that it is very little thought of, and it is gener­
ally believed, that if they did keep the bells going the 
length of time, the truth or regularity of the changes 
was very little attended to.”  |

The last reference is to James Barham’s performance, 
the other to Philemon Mainwaring’s feat.

Throughout the eighteenth century Double Bob was a 
favourite method with the more skilful bands, especially 
in London; and for some years before the publication 
of the ‘ Clavis ’ it -was the custom to call the bobs in 
pairs, one when the treble was behind, the next when 
it was on the lead. This was termed Real Double to 
Sistinguish it from the older plan (which is also the 
present day plan) of calling the b'obs1 only when the 
treble is leading.

But a dispute had arisen as to what is correct Real 
Double, and the ‘ Clavis ’ describes fully the rival views 
The "first system ‘ is to have the first bob when the 
treble is behind and the second perhaps at a distance of 
half a lead from the first, or perhaps one lead and a 
half, or two and a half &c. at pleasure, the object being 
only to have one behind and one before alternately. The 
other system is thus: Whenever there is a bob behind 
the bob before immediately succeeds so there must be 
infallibly two bobs in a lead.’ The reasons for both are 
given, but the authors decline to express an opinion on 
the dispute.

The account of Oxford Treble Bob Major has a refer­
ence to the supposed right of the band that rings the 
first peal in any method to give it a name, a question 
which still interests ringers— 1 It is remarkable that 
when a new system is first broached and several cpm- 
panies are each* contending for the first peal, the suc­
cessful champions generally claim the privilege of giv­
ing it a name; this is exactly the case in the present in­
stance ; for according to the most authentic intelligence 
we have been able to collect, the first performance of 
this kind is recorded by a society then called the Union 
Scholars, who gave it the name of Union treble bob.- 
But ‘ allowing every sett or body of men that merit 
which is their due, we venture to affirm that whoever 
was in possession of a lead of treble bob on six, could 
certajnly be at no loss, or find much difficulty in pro­
ducing that on eight, ten, or twelve bells.’

This passage is of no great value as historical evi­
dence. Jones knew no more about the matter than 
what could be learnt from the peal board at St. Dun- 
stan’s-in-the-East and the fact that the London ringers 
generally called the method Union Bob. There always 
had been men who denied the right of the Union 
Scholars to give it their .name, and the more correct title 
gradually prevailed. The ‘ junior ’ Society of College 
Youths seem always to have used the name Treble Bob, 
and sometimes, but not always, they added the word 
Oxford. The ancient Society of College Youths in their 
records call the method Union Bob until 1760. In the 
Cumberlands’ peal book the method is called Union 
Treble Bob until 1785, though as early as 1763 the title 
Oxford Treble Bob is used. William Jones, it is quite 
evident, had no doubt as to which was the correct name.



December 26th, 1941. T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D . 617

T H E  L A T E  C A N O N  G. H . R ID O U T.
R E C O L L E C T I O N S  O F  H I S  A C T I V I T I E S  I N  S O U T H  A F R I C A . 
R e c e n tly  I  re a d  in ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ o f  t h e  p a ssin g  o f  C anon  

G eo rg e  H . R id o u t, a t  J o h a n n e sb u rg , S o u th  A fr ic a . F o r  n in e  y e a rs  I  
k n e w  h im  in tim a te ly . H e  w a s  a  tr u e  a n d  fa i th fu l s e r v a n t o f  our 
M a ste r  e n d  o f  his p a rish io n ers  in  th e  p a rish  o f F e rre ir a s , J o h a n n es­
b u rg . D e lib e r a te ly  he chose to  w o rk  i i j  a slu m  a re a  th ro u g h o u t th e  
35 odd y e a r s  he liv e d  in  t h a t  g r e a t  g o ld  c ity . H is  co n g re g a tio n  
co n sisted  o f  co lo u red  p e o p le  e n d  a  fe w  ‘ p o o r w hites.* R e p e a te d ly  h e  
d eclin ed  p re fe rm e n t an d , i f  I  rem em b er a r ig h t , a  B ish o p ric . H e w as 
e v e r  a  lm p p y m a n — h a p p y  in  his w o rk  an d  h a p p y  in  h is life — true* 
an d  fa i t h fu l  to  G o d  a n d  m an . ^

H e  w a s  a  m an  o f w id e  k n o w led g e— o f a r t  in  p a in tin g s  a n d  scu lp tu re , 
o f lite r a tu r e , a r c h ite c tu r e  a n d  m u sic. T o  b e  h is g u e s t a t  d in n er w as 
so m e th in g  to  lo o k  fo r w a r d  to , fo r  h is  co n v e rsa tio n  on th e  ab ove 
su b je c ts , p a r t ic u la r ly  th e  m u sic o f  H a n d e l, M o za rt, H a y d n  an d  th e  
m ig h ty  B e e th o v e n , w erei o f  in te n se  in te r e s t  to  m e.

A p a r t  fro m  th ese  th in g s , h is  k n o w le d g e  a n d  in te r e s t  in  ch a n ge 
r in g in g  w ere  v e r y  g r e a t .  I t  w a s  th ro u g h  th e  la t t e r  w e  b ecam e 
a c q u a in te d  O n a  c e rta in  S u n d a y  ev e n in g  a t  St* M a r y ’ s P a r is h  C h u rch  
I  w a s  su rp rise d  an d  d e lig h te d  to  h e a r  a  co u rse  o f  G ra n d s ir e  T rip le s  
ru n g  on  h a n d b ells , ju s t  b e fo re  th e  se rv ice  com m enced . T h e  fo llo w in g  
w e e k  th is  w a s  r e p e a te d . I  h a d  b een  re s id e n t th e re  fo r  tw o  y e a rs  and  
h a d  n e v e r  h e a rd  b e lls  r u n g  in  ch a n g es. I  k n e w  o f  n o  b ells .

E n q u iry  fro m  th e  V ic a r  led  to  an  in tro d u c tio n  to  C a n o n  R id o u t 
( th o u g h  he w a s  n o t th e n  a  C a n o n ). W e  d in ed  to g e th e r  an d  on m y 
c o n g r a tu la t in g  h im  on th e  p e r fe c t  ch a n g e s  I  h a d  h e a rd , he la u g h ed  
lo u d ly , a d m ittin g  th e  b ells  w ere  n o t re ta in e d  in  h a n d — p le a d in g g u i l t y  
in  h is  o w n  q u ie t w a y  to  p e r p e tr a t in g  a  ‘ p iou s f r a u d .* ' T h is  le d  to  
th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  a  ‘ te a m  ’ o f th re e — m y s e lf  on  1-2, C a n o n  R id o u t on 
3-4 a n d  C o lin  K e a r n s  5-6. In  a  few  w e e k s  w e  h a d  g o t  th e  first 720 o f 
B o b  M in o r r u n g  d o u b le-h an d ed  in  S o u th  A fr ic a . T h e  C a n o n  w a s v e ry  
p lea sed  a n d  p re se n te d  b o th  K e a r n s  a n d  m y s e lf  w ith  a  co p y  o f F . E . 
R o b in so n ’s book, ‘ A m o n g  th e  B ells.*

C irc u m sta n c es  th en  co m p elled  th e  w ith d r a w a l o f K e a r n s , b u t r a th e r  
fo r tu n a te ly  a n o th e r  r in g e r  a r r iv e d  in  th e  G o ld e n  C it y , F . P . P o w ell, 
w ho h a d  c a lle d  th e  firs t  p e a l in  S o u th  A fr ic a  a b o u t a y e a r  p rev io u sly . 
I  jo u rn e y e d  fro m  J o h a n n e sb u rg , 1,050 m iles, to  r in g  in  t h a t  p eal. I t  
w a s  w ell s tru c k  an d  su ccessfu l a n d  th e  secon d  a t te m p t. M r. P o w ell 
ca lle d  on m e a t  th e  b a n k  (m y p la c e  o f  em p lo y m en t), an d  I  a t  once 
to o k  h im  o ff to  th e  C a n o n . P o w e ll to o k  th e  p la c e  re n d e re d  v a c a n t b y  
M r. K e a rn s  b e in g  co m p elled  to  w ith d ra w , an d  o ff w e  s ta rte d  a g a in . 
W ith in  six  m on th s w e h a d  ru n g  G ra n d sir e  a n d  S te d m a n  D ou bles, 
G ra n d sire . P la in  B o b , O x fo rd  a n d  K e n t  T re b le  B oti, a n d  w ere  w re stlin g  
w ith  a n o th e r  m eth o d  (D o u b le  C o u rt, I  b e lieve) w nen P o w e ll su d d en ly

a n d  m y ste rio u s ly  d isa p p e a re d — h e  le f t  J o h a n n e sb u rg . T h u s  o u r  a m b i­
tio n  o f  sco rin g  th e  first 5,040 in  seven  d iffe re n t M in or m eth o d s w a s 
cra sh ed  to  th e  g ro u n d . P o ssib ly — I  m ig h t alm ost s a y  p ro b a b ly — w e 
co u ld  h a v e  r u n g  a  5,040 in  a n y  on e o f  th e  fo u r  g iv e n  ab ove , b u t  w e 
p re fe rre d  th em  ‘ a l l d iffe re n t.’ So  w a s  lo s t o u r  (R id o u t’s a n d  m y 
ow n) a m b itio n .

N eed less to  sa y , w e  w ere  g rie v o u s ly  d isa p p o in te d  an d , fo r  m y se lf, 
r a th e r  cross. S ix  m on th s a f t e r  thi^ I  le f t  on  a  f iv e  mont>hs* h o lid a y  
to  A u s tr a lia , p r e fe r r in g  our b r ig h t a n d  su n n y  c lim a te  to  th e  d o u r an d  
g lo o m y  d ra b  a n d  cold  E n g lish  w a te r . I  h a v e  o fte n  r e g r e t te d  i t  an d  
th o u g h t I  chose u n w ise ly  in  n o t ‘ r isk in g  ’ one w in te r  in  E n g la n d  
w h en , p o ssib ly , I  co u ld  h a v e  sto o d  in  a  few # p ea ls  o f  S te d m a n , K e n t  
a n d  O x fo rd  T r e b le  B o b  a n d  D o u b le  N o rw ic h  M a jo r . R id o u t u se d  to 
‘ con so le * m e in  h is q u a in t a n d  in im ita b le  w a y , b y  p o in tin g  o u t t h a t  
even  a  5,040 o f  G ra n d sire , th e  firs t  in  S o u th  A fr ic a , w a s  so m eth in g,
* a n d  a b o u t a b o u t o u r first 720’s o f  M in o r ? ’ , a t  w h ich  w e  b o th  la u g h e d . 
H ow  m a n y  p ea ls  h e  to o k  p a r t  in  I  n e v e r  k n ew . I  n e v e r  ra n g  w ith  
h im  o n  to w e r b ells .

C a n o n  R id o u t w a s  d e e p ly  in te re ste d  in  co m po sition , and  w h en  in  
th e  m ood d id  m u ch  w o rk  th e r e a t . I  h a v e  tw o  or th re e  o f h is  p ea ls  
o f  G ra n d sire  T rip le s . I  d o  n o t th in k  lie  e v e r  p u b lish ed  a n y , b u t  som e 
o f  th e m , p a r t ic u la r ly  o n e  in  five  p a rts , I  v e n tu re  to  th in k , w ere  
‘ w o rth y  ’ com position s. H is  o b je ctio n s  to  p u b lish  a n y th in g  w e re , if  
I  re m e m b e r a r ig h t , p u r e ly  * a c a d e m ic a l.’ H e  w a s  a b e lie v e r  in  
‘ u n ifo r m ity  ’ an d , so fa r  as  p ossible, in  * s y m m e tric a l ’ c a llin g . D o u b t­
less, h o w ev er, he h a s  sh ow n  som e o f his w o rk  to  o th e rs  m ore co m p e te n t 
to  ju d g e  o f th e ir  m e rit o r  d e m e rits  th a n  I  am .

H e  lo o k ed  fo rw a rd  to  jo in in g  th e  to u r is ts  fro m  E n g la n d  to -A u str a lia , 
ju s t  seven  y e a r s  a g o , b u t  a t  t h e  e le v e n th  h o u r e v e n ts  o cc u rre d  w h ich  
p reclu d ed  h im  m a k in g  one o f th e  p a r t y . In  a  le t te r  to  m e h e  e x ­
p ressed  h is  r e g r e t ,  an d , n eed less to  s ta te , i t  w a s  a g r e a t  d isa p p o in t­
m e n t to  m e. H a d  M elb o u rn e , o r  in  a  b ro a d e r  v ie w  A u s tr a lia , been  
‘ b lessed  ’ w ith  a r in g in g  c le r ic  such  a s  C a n o n  R id o u t  (an d  v e r y  m a n y  
o th e rs  in  E n g la n d  w h om  I  n eed  n o t m en tio n ), th e  h is to ry  a n d  p ro g ress  
o f  o u r  b e lo v e d  science in  th is  fa i r  la n d  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  C ross w o u ld , 
I  v e n tu re  to  a sse rt, b een  v a s t ly  d iffe re n t to -d a y . A n d , p o ssib ly , th e  
sound o f  b e lls  ru n g  in  ch a n g es  w o u l(T h a v e  Been as d e a r  to  o u r  p eop le  
a s  i t  is  to  th o se  o f  o u r M o th e r C o u n try .

V a le !  C a n o n  R id o u t. E R N E S T  F . B E H A ^ f.
M elb o u rn e .

R E A D I N G .— A t  18, M a n ch e ste r R o a d  on  N o v e m b e r 13 th , a q u a rte r-  
p e a l o f B o b  M a jo r  (1,280 ch an ges) : C y r il  B u r g e s s  1-2, W a lte r  H u n t 
3-4, A lb e r t  D iseren s (con ductor) 5-6, T lio m a s  N , L a n a g h a n  7-8. R u n g  
a ft e r  a n  u n su ccessfu l a t te m p t fo r  a  p e a l.

LOUGHBOROUGH

T H E '

LEADING BELI, FOUNDERS
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B E L F R Y  G O SSIP.
T h e  L a n c a sh ire  A sso ciation  r a n g  its  first p e a l (on e o f G ra n d sire  

T r ip le s )  a t  B o lto n  on  D ecem b er 22nd, 1877. U p  to  th e  e n d  o f J u ly , 
1959, i t  h ad  ru n g  a to ta l o f 3,966 p eals.

F e w e r  p ea ls  h a v e  p ro b a b ly  been  * u n g  on D ecem b er 25th  th a n  oil 
a n y  o th e r d a te  in  th e  c a le n d a r, o r, a t  a n y  r a te , i t  ru n s  a close ra ce  
w ith  F e b r u a r y  29th, b u t o i^  o u ts ta n d in g  p e rfo rm a n ce  w a s  ach ieved  
on C h ris tm a s  D a y , 1754, w hen  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  Y o u n g  R in g e r s  o f  S a ffro n  
W a ld e n  ‘ d id  r in g  th e  tr u e  p e a l o f  G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  com prised  o f 
148 bobs w ith  tw o  s in g le s ,’ ‘ to  th e  no s m a ll m o rtific a tio n  o f th e ir  
a n ta g o n is ts  (som e o f  th e  old  so cie ty ), w h o 'g a v e  th em  a ll th e  o b stru c ­
tion  in  th e ir  p o w e r .’

T h is  a p p a r e n t ly  w a s  th e  th ird  occasion  on w h ich  th e  O rig in a l h ad  
b een  c a lle d  b y  a m an  w ho to o k  p a r t  in  th e  ringing.^ W h e th e r  he h ad  
a n y  ‘ v isib le  aid s to  m em o ry ’ is  n o t  s ta te d .

A  v e r y  lo n g  lis t o f  a n n iv e rsa rie s  fa l l  on th e  th re e  d a y s  a f t e r  C h r is t­
m as, a n d  w e can  m en tio n  o n ly  a  fe w  o f th em  : D e ce m b e r 27th , 1760, 
th e  first p e a l o f C o lle g e  E x erc ise , b y  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  a t  H a c k n e y ; 
1831, 15,168 K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  M a jo r  a t  E lla n d  in  Y o r k s h ir e ;  1885, 
8,064 D o u b le  N o rw ich  C o u rt B o b  M a jo r  a t  L e is t o n ; 1894, 9,312 S u p e r­
la tiv e  S u rp rise  M a jo r  at C r a w le y ;  1901, 1 1 ,1 1 1  S te d m a n  C in q u es  a t  
B ir m in g h a m ; 1910, 9,728 S u p e r la tiv e  S u r p r is e  M a jo r  a t  C le n t ; 1923, 
10,440 C a m b rid g e  S u rp rise  R o y a l a t  W a lth a m sto w .

 ̂ On D e c e m b e r 27th, 1718, t h e  first p e a l o f M a jo r  (5,120 O x fo rd  
T re b le  B o b ) b y  th e  U n io n  S c h o la rs  a t  S t .  D u n s ta n ’ s - in -th e -E a s t; 1904, 
17,104- D o u b le  N o rw ic h  C o u rt B o b  M a jo r  a t  S o u th  W ig s to n ;  1909, 
10,176<iD o u b le  O x fo rd  B o b  M a jo r  at B r ie r le y  H ill.

O n ^D ecem ber 28th, 1749, 6,000 B o b  M a jo r  a t  T w ic k e n h a m ; 1820, 
6,600 S te d m a n  C in q u es a t  S t .  M a r tin ’ s, B irm in g h a m ; 1872, 16,608 
K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  M a jo r  a t  E a rlsh e a to n  in  Y o r k s h ir e . T h is  la s t  a p ­
p a r e n t ly  w a s  fa ls e  in  th e  r in g in g .

S ir  A r th u r  P e r c iv a l H eyw o o d  w a s  b orn  on C h ris tm a s  D a y , 1849. 
A s fo u n d e r an d  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  p re s id e n t o f th e  C e n tr a l C o u n cil, he 
occu p ied  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  a fo rem o st p la c e  in  th e  E xerc ise . A  c h a ra c te r  
sk etch  of- him  an d  an  a c co u n t o f m u ch  o f  h is  a c tiv it ie s  h a v e  been  
g iv e n  in  re c e n t a r tic le s  in  Our p ages.-,

T w e n ty  p eals  w ere  ru n g  50 y e a rs  a g o  to -d a y . T h e y  w ere  G ra n d sire  
T r ip le s  8, C a te rs  1 , S te d m a n  T r ip le s  4, C a te rs  1, K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  
M a jo r  5, R o y a l X. O n e o f  th e  S te d m a n  T r ip le s  w a s  T e b b s ’ com posi­
tion , a n d  tw o  w ere  cabled b y  M r. G e o rg e  W illia m s, one o f  th e m  a t 
C h ristc h u rc h , th e  o th e r  at R in g \ foo d . O n e o f  th e  G ra n d sire  T rip le s  
w as on h a n d b ells . H . L . J a m e s, E . B . J a m e s  an d  J . A u stin  to o k  p a rt .

T h e  tw o  tr e b le  b e lls  g iv en  b y  M r. G e o rg e  W illia m s  to  S to n e h a m  
to  m a k e  a r in g  o f ten  w ere d e d ica te d  te n  y e a rs  ag o  la s t  S a tu r d a y .

F if t y , y e a r s  ag o  to -d a y  (B o x in g  D a y )  th e  first, p e a ls  o f  S te d m a n  
T r ip le s  on th e  b e lls  a t  C h r is tc h u rc h  P r io r y  a n d  R in g w o o d , H a n ts, 
w ere  ru n g , a n d  a p e a l o f G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  a t  S t .  P e t e r ’ s, B o u rn e ­
m ou th . T h e  la t t e r  w a s  co n d u c ted  b y  the" la te  J o h n  W . W h itin g . 
G e o rg e  P re sto n , w e b e lie ve , is th e  o n ly  o n e  liv in g  o f  t h a t  b a n d . O f 
th e  co m p a n y w ho ra n g  th e  p ea ls  o f S te d m a n  a t  C h r is t  C h u rc h , R in g - 
w ood, G e o rg e  W illia m s, G e o rg e  B a k e r , J a m e s  . G e o rg e  an d  A . P . 
G o d d a rd  are  s till liv in g . T h e  o th e rs  w e re  M essrs. T . B la c k b o u rn , 
R . W . J . G o llop , W . H . G e o rg e  a n d  p . M e r r itt .

P e a ls  w ere  s till p ea ls  in  th o se  d a y s , an d  w h a t a b o u t e n th u s ia s m ! 
W e  a r e  to ld  th a t  fo r th e  p ea ls  o f S te d m a n , G e o rg e  W illia m s, now  
M a ste r  o f th e  W in c h e ste r  an d  P o rts m o u th  D io cesa n  G u ild , h ad  to 
g e t  u p  a t  4 a .m . an d  w a lk  seven  m iles  to  th e  r a ilw a y  s ta tio n  to  
ca tc h  th e  tra in  tha^ w ould  ta k e  h im  to  C h ristc h u rc h .

M ELB O U R N E C A T H E D R A L  L O SSE S.
T h e  b a n d  a t  S t . P a u l’ s C a th e d ra l, M elb o u rn e , h as a g a in  been 

ro b b ed  b y  d e a th  o f a v a lu e d  m em b er, th e  th ir d  w ith in  tw o  y e a rs .
T h e  la te s t  loss is  M r. J .  T . T r o t te r , an  A u s t r a l ia n  b orn  r in g e r , one 

o f  th e  o ld est m em b ers o f th e  so c ie ty , w ho fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  w a s tow er- 
k eep er. H e to o k  g r e a t  p rid e  in  th e  b ells , a n d  th e  E n g lish  r ip g e rs  
w ho v is ite d  M elb o u rn e seven  y e a r s  a^o ca n  te s t ify  to  th e  ca re  w ith  
w h ich  he ten d ed  his c h a rg e s . T h e  b ells  w e n t p e r fe c t ly .

S t .  P a u l ’s C a th e d ra l S o c ie ty  is  su fferin g  also fro m  som e la c k  o f 
in te r e s t, w e are, in fo rm ed . U s u a lly  now  th e re  a re  n ot m ore th a n  
h a lf  a  dozen ' r in g e rs  p re se n t fo r  serv ice  o r  p ra c tic e , but am o n g th em  
is M r. J a m e s M u rr a y , w ho c a lle d  th e  first p e a l in  A u s tr a lia  o ver 
50 y e a rs  a g o . T h e  o th e r m ost r e g u la r  m eniD ers o f th e  b a n d  are  
M essrs. J .  S p en cer an d  E d g a r  K n o tt , w ho w ith  M r. M u rr a y  took 
p a rt in  th e  p e a l o f G ra n d sire  C in q u es in  1934, a n d  M essrs. R eed er, 
W . G . W a g h o rn  a n d  E . F . B e h a n . T h e  laSt n a m ed  h a s  r e c e n tly  r e ­
c o vered  fro m  a serio u s a c c id e n t su sta in ed  in  th e  B u sh  in  Q ueen sla n d , 
w h ic h  k e p t  h im  m a n y  m on th s in  h o sp ita l in  B r is b a n e  an d  M elb o u rn e.

FORM ER N O R W ICH  R IN G ER  IN JE R S E Y .
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— M r. C h a r le s  E . L o v e tt , w ho now  liv e s  a t  S t .  S a v io u r ’ s, 
J e rs e y , aftd w a s a t  on e tim e  a m em b er o f  S t . P e t e r  M a n c ro ft com ­
p a n y 'o f  rin g e rs , w e n t to  J e r s e y  a  fe w  y e a r s  a g o . H e a n d  his 
fa m ily  w ere  th e re  a t  th e  tim e  o f  th e  G e rm a n  o cc u p a tio n  in  1940. A t  
f h a t  tim e h is  p a re n ts  re c e ive d  a c a b le g ra m  s ta t in g  th a t  th e y  w ere  
co m in g  to  E n g la n d . H o w e v e r, th e y  w e re  le f t  b eh in d  a n d  n o t u n til 
J u n e  th is  y e a r  w as a n y  fu r t h e r  n ew s rec e ived . A ll w ill b e  p lea sed  to  
k n o w  th e y  w ere  w ell, b u t an x io u s  to  re c e iv e  n ew s fro m  hom e. M a n y 
le t te r s  h a v e  been  sen t, b u t a p p a r e n t ly  n o t rece ived .

A . E . C O L E M A N .
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N E W  Y E A R S  E V E .
W H A T  IT MEANS W IT H O U T  BELLS.
‘ O f a l l  sou nd  o f  a ll b e lls  (b ells— th e  m u sic n ig h e st b o rd e rin g  

u p on  h eaven ) m ost solem n  a n d  to u c h in g  is  th e  p e a l w h ich  r in g s  
o u t  th e  O ld  Y e a r . '— L a m b .

What memories are stirred by the words! Once 
more the event is upon us, but stripped of its most in­
spiriting accompaniment.

New Year without bells! W hy, in normal times one 
would as leave have gone without Christmas dinner. It 
is now many months since the voice of the bells was 
heard. Little enough time, measured as time goes, 
maybe, but a great gap to the bell-lover.

One may say, ‘ W ho minds?’ As well ask the ques­
tion, ‘ W ho cares if no song were ever heard?’ The 
nation would doubtless survive without singing, but 
would have lost one means of recreation and spiritual 
‘ uplift. ’

The case is somewhat different with bells, which have 
been the music of the common folk for centuries past. 
Do we not read how in former times thousands would 
gather to hear a peal rung ? All down the years the 
bells have played a dignified and pleasantly agreeable 
part in our lives.

If this ‘ goes ’ for the ordinary man, how much more 
intensely so for the ringer,, the man who loves his bell 
and his art. This awful hiatus to him must be as bad 
as a prison sentence. That this î  no overstatehient may 
easily be gathered from a perusal of ringers’ doings. A 
new method is evolved ! Immediately a band to ring it 
is found. A longer or more difficult peal is composed! 
The enthusiasts are ready, to tackle it. One band rings 
a 6 ,000 ; their friends and rivals quickly aspire to a 
7,000 or more; and the distances they will travel! W e  
learn that before modern means of transport were 
thought of, a band walked from London to Oxford, to 
attempt a peal.

It is not beyond bounds of belief that, other means 
failing, their successors would do it to-day for the same 
reason. What can this reason be, this magnetic force in 
the appe,al ? Certainly not material gain, for there is 
little money in ringing. No ringers seem able to explain 
it, not even veterans of 60 or? 70 years at the end of the 
rope. Perhaps it cannot be expressed in mere words.

But the devotees of St. Cecilia are a race apart, en­
joying and revelling in another world from which all but 
fellow ringers are excluded. Maybe it is the physical 
satisfaction in the ability to control the movement of a 
body many times one’s" own weight, or the mental 
pleasure afforded by a successful journey through the in­
tricacies of a peal, or perhaps a combination of both. 
Whatever this elusive quality may be, all depends 
eventually on the bells themselves.

Bells and their message, be it joy or sorrow, have be­
come one of the amenities, without which w e should all 
be spiritually the poorer. There is nothing can ever be 
quite like bells ringing— not the miserable ting-tang of 
still bells chimed, ‘ but the full-throated clangour of 
swinging bells. W hy, they become live things!

WEiJt human effort could ever hope to emulate the 
‘ chorus of the giants ’ of the Cathedral or even their 
smaller brothers of the village church. Meanwhile, St. 
Cecilia' weeps!

But her tears may soon be dried, and when the word 
goes out her children will again spring to life. Perhaps 

(C o n tin u ed  in  n e x t  co lum n .)

I T E B B S ’ P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R IP L E S .
T H E  F I R S T  P E R F O R M A N C E .

F ro m  ‘ T h e  T im e s .’ o f D e ce m b e r 22nd, 18 2 8 :—
‘ O n T h u rs d a y , th e  18 tli in s t., e ig h t  m em b ers o f th e  J u n io r  C o lleg e  

S o c ie ty , r in g e rs  o f S t . S a v io u r ’s, S o u th w a rk , an d  T r in i ty  Church,. 
N e w in g to n , ra n g  on th e  b£lls a t  th e  la t t e r  p la c e  a  tr u e  an d  ex ce lle n t 
p e a l o f g ra n d sire  tr ip le s  on  S te a d m a n ’s p rin cip le , c o n ta in in g  5,040 
ch a n ges, w h ich  w a s co m p leted  in  th r e e  h ou rs a n d  fo u r  m in u tes, and  
is  th e  g r e a te s t  p e rfo rm a n ce  e v e r  a ch ieved  up on a n y  p e a l o f b ells  in 
(h e  K in g d o m . T h e  a b o v e  p e a l co n ta in s  598 bobs a n d  122 s in g les  t n d  
is  th e  m o st p e r fe c t o f th e  k in d  e v e r  p rod u ced , b u t  has n e v e r  been  
ru n g  u n til th e  p resen t occasion , w h en  e v e ry  bob a n d  sin gle  w a s  r e g u ­
la r ly  c a lle d  a n d  m ad e. T w o  y e a rs  h a v e  e la p sed  s in ce  th e  so cie ty  h rs t  
a tte m p te d  to  r in g  th is  p e a l, d u rin g  w h ich  tim e  th e y  h a v e  assem bled  
e v e r y  T h u rs d a y  ev e n in g  to  p e r fo r m  it , a n d  in  th e  v a rio u s  u n su ccessfu l 
a tte m p ts  w h ic h  h a v e  been  m ad e th e y  h a v e  ru n g  u p w a rd s  o f 200,000 
ch a n g es  in  th is  m o st d ifficu lt o f  a l l  th e  system s in  th e  a r t  o f r in g in g . 
T h is  sy ste m  o f r in g in g  w a s  in v e n te d  b y  M r. F a b ia n  S te a d m a n , a 
n a t iv e  o f C a m b rid g e , a b o u t th e  m id d le  o f th e  1 7 th  c e n t u r y .’

I t  is  ev id en ce  o f  th e  d eclin e  in  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f  L o n d o n  r in g in g  th a t  
w h a t  w a s p ro b a b ly  a s  go od  a  b a n d  as  th e n  ex isted  in  th e  m etro p olis  
sh ou ld  h a v e  ta k e n  tw o  y e a r s  to  r in g  a  p e a l o f  S te d m a n  T rip le s , a n d  
th e n  sh ou ld  h a v e  cla im ed  i t  as ‘ th e  m o st d ifficu lt o f a ll th e  system s 
in  th e  a r t  o f  r in g in g .’ T h e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  h a d  a lr e a d y , in  1803 ru n g  
a p e a l o f  S te d m a n  T r ip le s  a t  K e n sin g to n .

J o se p ii L a d le y  ca lle d  th e  N e w in g to n  p e a l, a n d  in  th e  b a n d  w ere  such  
w ell-k n o w n  r in g e rs  a s  S a m u e l A u stin , J a m e s  M a sh  a n d  E d w a rd  
L a n sd e ll.

T h e  com position  b y  Jo sep h  T e b b s, o f  L eeds* is  in  ten  r e g u la r  p a rts , 
ea ch  p a r t  co n sistin g  o f six  courses. In  e v e r y  cou rse  th e re  are  bobs 
a t  3, 5, 7, 8, 9 , 10, 1 1 , 12, 13 a n d  14, an d , in  ad d itio n , in  th e  la s t  six  
o f th e  first tw o  courses o f  e a c h  p a r t  th e re  is  an  in -co u rse  s in gle , 
m a d e  b y  th e  fo u r  b e lls  in  4-5 an d  6-7 ly in g  s til l.  A n o th e r  s im ila r 
s in g le  is  m a d e  a t  th e  h a lf-w a v  a n d  en d. I t  is  a  v e r y  r e g u la r  an d , in  
m a n y  w a y s, e x ce lle n t com p osition , b u t is sp o ilt fo r  p r a c tic a l p u rposes 
b y  th e  excessive  n u m b er o f bobs. I t  h a s  been  ru n g  m a n y  tim es, and  
fo r t y  y e a r s  or so ag o  F re d e r ic k  N e w m a n  c a lle d  it  s e v e ra l tim es at 
d iffe re n t p la ces  in  L on d on  an d  K e n t .

T h e  r in g  o f  e ig h t  b e lls  a t  H o ly  T r in ity , N e w in g to n , h a v e  n o t been 
ru n g  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs , a n d  th e  n u m b e r o f  r in g e rs  w ho h a v e  h e a rd  
th e m  m u st b e  v e r y  sm all.

A N  E N G L ISH  B E L L .
‘ I  re m e m b e r,’ w r o te  E a r l B a ld w in  in  h is  b o o k  o f  e s s a y ^ - 'C n  E n g ­

la n d ,’ ‘ m a n y  y e a rs  ag o  s ta n d in g  on th e  terrafce o f  a b e a u tifu l v illa  
n e a r F lo re n ce . I t  w a s a  S e p te m b e r ev en in g , a n d  th e  v a lle y  b e lo w  
w a s tr a n sfig u re d  in  th e  lo n g  h o rizo n ta l r a y s  o f th e  d eclin in g  sun. 
A n d  th e n  I  h e a rd  a b ell, su ch  a b e ll as n e ve r w a s  on la n d  an d  sea, 
a  b e ll w hose e v e r y  v ib ra tio n  fo u n d  a n  echo in  m y  in n erm o st h ea rt- 
I  sa id  to  m y  hostess, “  T h a t  is  th e  m ost b e a u tifu l b e ll I  h a v e  ever 
h e a r d .”  “  Y e s ,”  she re p lie d , “  i t  is  an  E n g lish  b e l l .”  A n d  so i t  w as. 
F o r  g e n e ra tio n s  its  sou nd  h ad  g o n e  o u t o ver E n g lish  fields, g iv in g  th e  
h ou rs o f  w o rk  a n d  p r a y e r  to  E n g lish  fo lk  fro m  th e  to w e r o f an  E n g lish  
a b b e y , a n d  th en  ca m e th e  R e fo rm a tio n , a n d  som e w ise I ta lia n  b o u g h t 
th e  b e ll w hose w o rk  a t  hom e w as d one a n d  se n t i t  to  th e  V a l le y  o f th e  
A rn o , w h e re  a ft e r  fo u r  ce n tu rie s  i t  s t ir re d  th e  h e a rt  o f a w a n d e rin g  
E n g lish m a n  a n d  m ad e him  sick  fo r  h o m e.’

R e g a r d in g  th is  L t .-C o l. G e ra ld  T h o rp  w r o te  to  ‘ N o te s  a n d  Q u eries  *:
‘ I  h a v e  k n o w n  F lo re n ce  in tim a te ly  s in ce  m y  ch ild h ood , b u t I  n e v e r  
h eacd  th e  s to ry  b e fo re . I  re c o lle c t, h o w e v e r, b e in g  to ld  t h a t  m a n y  
o f th e  ch u rch  b e lls  in  th e  N o rth  o f  I t a ly  a b o u t th e  I ta lia n  la k e s  w e re  
o f  E n g lish  o r ig in .’

E d w a rd  Iro n sid es , in  his ‘ H is to ry  an d  A n tiq u it ie s  o f  T w ic k e n h a m ,’ 
p u b lish ed  in  1797, s a y s :  ‘ T h e  fa m ily  o f  C o rsin i in  I t a ly ,  I  h ave  som e­
w h e re  re a d , ra ised  th em selves b y  p u rch a sin g  b e lls  a t  th e  d em olitio n  
o f  re lig io u s  houses in  E n g la n d .’

T H L  T U N IN G  O F  B E L L S .— I  k n o w  w e ll b y  ex p e rie n c e  t h a t  n o t one 
r m g e r  am o n g a th o u sa n d  r ig h t ly  u n d e rsta n d s  th e  sca le  o f  m u sick ; 
w h ich  i f  h e  did, he cou ld  im m e d ia te ly  te l l  i f  a  p e a l o f  b e lls  w e re  in  
r ig h t  tu n e  o r  n o t. I  a p p e a l to  a ll g e n tle m e n , m a ste r s  o f b e ll fo u n d in g , 
w h e th e r  it  is  n o t cu sto m a ry  w ith  th em  a lw a y s  t o  tu n e  th e ir  p ea ls  in  
th e  sh arp  a n d  ch e a rfu l kfey? T o  w h ich  th e y  w ill a n sw er— I t  r e a lly  is 
(unless d e sir ’ d to  th e  c o n tr a r y  b y  som e v e r y  w h im sic a l p ersons) fro m  
w h ich  i t  is  c le a r ly  th a t  ten o r, lo w est, o r  g r e a te s t  b e ll m u st a lw a y s  
b e  C  (w h e th e r in  co n cert p itc h  o r  n o t), a l l th e  le sse r b e lls  a b o v e  t h a t  
b e in g  in  a r e g u la r , d ia to n ic  o rd e r.— W illia m  T a n ’su r, * A  M u sical 
G r a m m a r ,’ 1829.

(C o n tin u ed  fro m  p re v io u s  co lu m n .) 

the long silence will enhance the joy of once more hear­
ing- their grand diapason. Many, alas, will not respond 
to the call!

When that call comes let not the Ringers be found 
wanting. May it be soon !

E. M.
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H A N D B E L L  R IN G IN G .
A  S U I T A B L E  P E A L  C O M P O S IT IO N .

B y  t h e  R e v . M .  ,C. C . M e l v x l l e .
In  thesfe d a y s  o f  r e s tr ic te d  to w e r b e ll r in g in g , m a n y  r in g e rs  h a v e  

d isco vered  a fr e s h , a n d  m a n y  m ore fo r  th e  firs t tim e , th e  fa sc in a tio n  
to  be fo u n d  in  h a n d b e ll r in g in g . I t  m u st b e  th e  a m b itio n  o f e v e ry  
Such li t t le  co m p a n y  to  r in g  a p ea l, n o t o n ly  fo r  th e ir  ow n  sa t is fa c tio n , 
b u t  also to  m a rk  th e ir  p ro g ress  in a  co n c re te  w a y , a n d  in  a  good 
m a n y  ca ses t h a t  firs t p e a l is on e o f B o b  M a jo r . J u d g in g  fro m  m y 

ex p erien ce  m a n y  n ew  co n d u cto rs a re  a t  a loss to  k n o w  th e  m ost 
su ita b le  com position  to  ca ll fo r su ch  a  p e a l, e n d  I  tr u s t  t h a t  th e  h in ts  
w h ic h  fo llo w  w ill b e  o f  v a lu e  to  a t  le a s t  som e o f  y o u r  re a d e rs .

I n  h a n d b e ll r in g in g  i t  is  im p o r ta n t to  re m e m b e r th a t  ea ch  r in g e r  
l ia s  tw o  b e lls  to  r in g , a n d  th e r e fo r e  a n y  com p osition  w h ic h  k eep s  
ea c h  p a ir  o f  b e lls , e sp e c ia lly  3-4 a n d  5-6, in te rco n n e cte d , is  m u ch  
e a s ie r  to  r in g  tlia n  o n e  w h ich  h as, sa y , th e  s ix th  fixed  fo r  se ve ra l 
cou rses a n d  a t  th e  sam e tim e  a llo w s th e  fif th — i.e ., th e  o th e r  b e ll th e  
r in g e r  o f th e  s ix th  is r in g in g — to  a lte r  i t s  p ositio n  r e la t iv e  to  th e  
s ix th  in  ea ch  cou rse.

A  p e a l w h ic h  is e a s y  b o th  to  co n d u ct a n d  r in g  is  a  5,040 b y  M r. E. 
M a u ric e  A tk in s . T h is  p e a l h a s  5-6 a t  hom e, e ith e r  r ig h t  w a y  or 
w ro n g  w a y  ro u n d , a t  th e  en d  o f e v e ry  fo u r  c o u r s e s ; a n d  th e  b asis o f  
th e  p e a l is  a  rou n d  b lock  o f  fo u r  cou rses ru n g  tw e lv e  tim e s  :—

23456 W  M  H

42635 —  —
56234 —  —  ,
35264 —
42356 —  —

A p a r t  fro m  s ix  s in g les  c a lle d  in ste a d  o f  bobs— tw o  h a lf-w a y  a n d  
fo u r  q u a rte r-w a v — th e se  fo u r  cou rses a re  a ll th e  co n d u cto r h a s  to  
lea rn  in  o rd er to  c a ll th e  p e a l. N o tic e  how  th e  ca lls  a ffe ct th e  b ells 
in th is  ro u n d  b lo ck . In  th e  f ir s t  co u rse  5-6 a r e  b ro u g h t .to g e th e r  by 
th e  tw o  b o b s  a t  W  a n d  M , w h e re  th e  f if t h  m a k e s  b o th  b o b s a n d  so 
com es to  cou rse  im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  th e  s ix th . F o r  a w h o le  co u rse  
5-6 a r e  to g e th e r  u n ti l th e y  com e to  th e ir  p a r te d  le a d — i.e ., w h e re  th e  
tr e b le  is  co u rsin g  b e tw e e n  th e m — a n d  th e n  a t  th e  th re e  successive 
bo b s a t  M , H  a n d  W , th e se  tw o  b e lls  a r e  m a d e  to  ru n  in  a n d  o u t. 
In  o th e r w o rd s, 5-6, in s te a d  o f c o u rsin g  im m e d ia te ly  b e fo re  th e  ten ors, 
as  th e y  h a d  b een  d o in g , n o w  fin d  th em selv es  co u rsin g  im m e d ia te ly  
a f t e r  th e  ten o rs. F o r  a n o th e r  w h o le  cou rse  5-6 re m a in  to g e th e r  in 
co u rsin g  o rd e r, w h en , in  th e  la s t cou rse  o f th e  b lock  o f  fo u r, th e  ca lls  
a t  W  and. M  once m ore p u t  th e m  in to  th e ir  p la in  course p o sitio n  b y 
ca u sin g  th e  s ix th  to  m a k e  th e  tw o  bobs.

A n d  n o w  a  w o rd  a b o u t th e  p ositio n s o f th e  six- s in g les. F o u r  of 
th e  s in gles  a r e  u sed  to  re v e rse  5-6 in  e v e ry  q u a rte r , i .e ., in  th e  first, 
fo u r th , se v e n th  a n d  te n th  p a r t s  o f th e  p e a l;  a n d  th e  o all is ^ n a d e  
in ste a d  o f  o n e  o f th e  th re e  su ccessive  b o b s w h en  5-6 a re  ru n n in g  in  
a n d  o u t. I t  can  b e  c a lle d  a t  a n y  o f th e  th re e  bobs, p ro v id e d  i t  is 
in  th e  sam e p la c e  in  e a c h  q u a rte r . T h e  u s u a l p la c e  to  m a k e  th e  ca ll 
is  a t  th e  M id d le  in  th e  secon d  cou rse, i .e ., th e  firs t  o f  th e  th r e e  bobs. 
T h e  o th e r  tw o  s in g les  a r e  u tilis e d  to  re v e rse  tw o  o f  t h e  s m a ll bells, 
a n d  M r. A tk in s  re v e rse s  2-3 b y  c a llin g  th e  s in g les  a t  th e  W ro n g  of 
th e  firs t cou rse  in  th e  firs t  a n d  se v e n th  p a r ts . T h e s e  s in g le s  are 
c a lle d  a f t e r  th e  p a rt-e n d , in  w h ich  4-5-6 a r e  a ll a t  H om e, n a m e ly , 
23456 (a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f th e  p eal) a n d  32456 ( a t  h a lf-w a y ) . T h ese  
p a r t s  w ith  th e  h a lf-w a y  s in g les  also  h a v e  th e  s in g le s  a t  M id d le  to  
re v e rse  5^6; th e  o th e r  tw o  s in g le s  a t  M id d le  b e in g  c a lle d  a f t e r  th e  
p a rt-e n d s  32465 an d  23465. In  o th e r  w o rd s, th e  fo u r  s in g le s  a t  M id d le  
a r e  ca lle d  a f t e r  th e  p a rt-e n d s  in  w h ic h  th e  fo u r th  h as m ad e th e  bob.

In  o rd e r  to  c a ll  a  p e a l i t  is  n o t  su ffic ien t to  k n o w  th e  p o sitio n s  o f 
a l l  th e  b o b s  a n d  sin g les , o all th e m  c o rr e c tly ,, a n d  tr u s t  to  lu c k  t h a t  
e v e r y th in g  w ill go  a c co rd in g  to  p la n . T h e  co n d u c to r m u st k n o w  
w h e th e r  o r  n o t th e  b e lls  a r e  in  th e ir  c o rr e c t p laces, a n d  i f  th e y  do 
g e t  w ro n g , to  c o rre ct th e m  im m e d ia te ly . S o m e co n d u cto rs m a k e  a 
p r a c tic e  o f le a rn in g  o ff c e r ta in  cou rse  o r  p a r t  en d s in  o rd e r  to  ch eck 
th e  r in g in g  as i t  p roceed s, b u t  i t  is  f a r  m o re  s a t is fa c to r y  to  kn ow  
all th e  tim e  w h e th e r  o r  n o t th e  b e lls  a r e  r ig h t , a n d  th e  o n ly  w a y  th is  
ca n  b e  d o n e  is  to  k n o w  th e  co u rsifig  o rd e r  o f  th e  b e lls , a n d  h o w  t h a t  
o rd e r  is  a ffe cte d  b y  ea ch  su ccessive  ca ll. A t  firs t  s ig h t th is  m ig h t 
seem  r a th e r  a  to u g h  p ro p o sitio n  to  th e  in e x p e rie n c e d  co n d u cto r, b u t 
w ith  a  l i t t l e  p r a c tic e  a n d  p re p a ra tio n  i t  sh o u ld  n o t  p re se n t m uch 
d iffic u lty . T h e re  is  o n e  b ig  d ifferen ce  b e tw e e n  le a r n in g  c e r ta in  p a rt-  
en d s o f  a  p e a l  a n d  k n o w in g  th e  co u rsin g  o rd e r  o f  th e  b e lls :  w h e re a s  
th e  fo rm e r h a v e  to  b e  le a r n t  o ff l ik e  a  s tr in g  o f n u m b ers, th e  la t t e r  
ca n  b e  w orked  ou t  as th e  p e a l p rog resses. N a t u r a lly  a l l th e  co u rsin g  
o rd e rs  in  th e  w o rld  w ill n o t  s tr a ig h te n  o u t  a  p e a l o f  S u r p rise , b u t  
o w in g  to  th e  s im p le  s tru o tu re  o f B o b  M a jo r , t lr i  co u rsin g  o rd e r  in  
t h a t  m e th o d  is f a r  m ore v a lu a b le  th a n  a  k n o w le d g e  o f  co u rse  or 
p a r t  ends. ,  r  /

M r. A tk in s ' p e a l o f B o b  M a jo r  is  v e r y  s u ita b le  fo r  th e  b e g in n e r  
w ho w ish es  t9 w o rk  o u t h is  co u rsin g  o rd ers  as h e  goes a lo n g  b ecau se  

• th e y  a r e  so r e g u l a r : T h e  b e lls  2-3-4 k e e p  th e  sa m e  o rd e r  am on g 
th em selves fo r  th e  w h o le  o f ea ch  p a r t , a n d  5-6 w o rk  q u ite  s im p ly  in  
b e tw e e n  th em .

N o w  a  w o rd  on  h o w  th is  co u rs in g  o rd e r  m a y  b e  w o rk e d  f u t .  I f  
w e lo o k  a t  th e  fig u re s  o f  a  p la in  cou rse  o f  B o b  M a jo r  a n d  w r ite  dow n 
th e  b e lls  w h ic h  le a d  in  each  ro w  w e sh a ll g e t  th e  fo llo w in g :—

F ir s t  le a d  : • 24-6-8-7-5-3-1 b r in g in g  u p  th e  W ro n g  p ositio p  
S e c o n d  le a d  : 3-2-4-6-8-7-5-1 

T h ir d  le a d  : 5-3-24-6-8-7-1 
F o u r th  le a d  : 7-5-3-2-4-6-8-1 b r in g in g  u p  th e  B e fo re  p osition  

F i f t h  l e a d : 8-7-5-3-24-6-1 ,
S ix th  le a d  : 6-8-7-5-3-2-4-1 b r in g in g  u p  th e  M id d le  p osition  

S e v e n th  le a d  : 4-6-8-7-5-3-2-1 b rin g in g  u p  th e  H om e p ositio n  
N o w  th e se  ro w s o f  fig u re s  re p re s e n t th e  co u rsin g  o rd e r  o f th e  bells, 
an d , a p a r t  fro m  th e  p ositio n  o f th e  tr e b le , th e  co u rsin g  o rd e r  is th e  
sam e th ro u g h o u t th e  p la in  cou rse. T h e  tr e b le  h u n ts  th ro u g h  th e  
o th e r  b e lls , b e in g  one p lace  e a r lie r  ea ch  lea d . I f  t l ie  co n d u cto r is 
r in g in g  th e  te n o rs  he ca n  te ll fro m  w h e re  he m e e ts  th e  tr e b le  w h ich  
o f th e  seven  le a d s  is  b e in g  ru n g , a n d  w h ic h  c a llin g  p ositio n  he is 
com in g to  w h en  th e  tr e b le  n e x t lea d s. F o r e x a m p le , i f  t h e tcon d u ctor 
is  r in g in g  th e  ten o rs  a n d  in  th e  p la in  course p asses tw o  b e lls  (n am ely, 
5  a n d  3) w h en  h u n tin g  u p  b e fo re  m e e tin g  th e  tr e b le , a n d  th re e / b e lls  
(2, 4 a n d  6) a f t e r  p a ssin g  i t ,  he is  com in g to  th e  W ro n g . S im ila r ly , 
if  he p asses fo u r  b e lls  b e fo re  m eetong th e  tr e b le  a n d  on e a ft e r , th e  
n e x t lea d -en d  w ill b e  a t  M id d le ; w h ile  th r e e  b e fo r e  a n d  tw o  a fte r  
6how s t h a t  th e  H om e is co m in g  u p . A rm e d  w ith  th is  k n o w le d g e  th e  
co n d u cto r is  n o t o n ly  a b le  to  m a k e  c e rta in  t h a t  lie  is  p u tt in g  th e  ca lls 
in  th e  r ig h t  p laces, b u t ca n  also k e e p  th e  tr e b le  r ig h t  sh ou ld  i t  s tr a y .

E x c e p t fo r  th e  p ositio n  o f th e  tr e b le , th e  co u rsin g  o rd e r  o f  th e  seven  
w o rk in g  b e lls  n e v e r  v a rie s  u n less a  c a ll is  m a d e ; a n d  as  th e  ten o rs  a re  
v e r y  r a r e ly  p a r te d  i t  is  o n ly  n e ce ssa ry  to  k e e p  in  m ii:d xt he cou rsin g  
o rd e r  o f five  b ells , n a m e ly , 2-34-5-6. In  th e  p la in  course, as w e h ave 
a lre a d y  seen, t h a t  o rd er is  (8-7)-5-3-24-6-(8-7), th e  te n o rs  cou rsin g  
b e fo re  th e  f i f th  a n d  a f t e r  th e  s ix th  : b u t a l l  w e  n eed  to  re m e m b e r is 
5-3-24^6. A  b o b  a t  W ro n g  a ffe cts  th e  firs t th r e e  b e lls , n a m e ly , 5-3-2, 
a n d  th e ir  co u rsin g  o rd e r  becom es 3-2-5, w ith  th e  te n o rs  now  cou rsin g  
b e fo re  th e  th ir d  in ste a d  o f  b e fo re  th e  f ifth . A  b o b  a t  H om e a lte rs  
th e  m id d le  th re e  b ells , 3-2-4 b ecom in g  2-4-3; a n d  a bob a t  M id d le  
th e  la s t  th re e , 2-4-6 b ecom in g  4-6-2. E x a m in e  th e  b o b  a t  W ro n g , 
5-3-2 b ecom in g  3-2-5. T h e  b e ll w h ich  m a k e s  th e  bob is th e  b e ll w h ich  
is p la c e d  tw o  b ells  la t e r  in  th e  co u rsin g  o rd er, i .e .,  th e  5 t h ;  th e  o th e r  
tw o  b e lls  ru n  in  a n d  o u t, 3  r u n s .o u t, an d  2 ru n s  in . I f ,  h o w ever, a 
6in g le  is  c a lle d  in ste a d  o f , a b o b , th e  tw o  b e lls  t h a t  ru n  in  a n d  o u t 
c h a n g e  p la c e s  in th e ir  co u rsin g  o r d e r : in s te a d  o f 5-3-2 b eco m in g  3-2-5 
a s  a t  a  bob, i t  b ecom es 2-3-5 a t  a  s in g le .

N o w  le t  u s t a k e  th e  firs t  p a r t  o f M r. A tk in s ’ p e a l a n d  see  w h a t  
co u rsin g  o rd e r  is  p rod u ced  b y  e a c h  c a ll. W e  s t a r t  fro m  ro u n d s an d  
a  co u rs in g  o rd e r  o f  5-3-2-4-6. T h e  firs t  ca ll is  a  s in g le  a t  W ro n g , and  
so w e a re  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  th re e  b e lls  5-3-2. M e n ta lly  tra n sp o se  th e  
5th  a f t e r  th e  o th e r  tw o  b e lls  (re v e rse d  b ecau se  th e  c a ll is  a s in g le) 
a n d  w e  a r r iv e  a t  o u r n ew  co u rsin g  o rd e r, w h ic h  is  2-3-5-4-6. T h e  n e x t 
ca ll is  a t  M id d le , tltin k  o f 5 4 -6 , m a k e  th e  tr a n sp o sitio n , a n d  w e  a r r iv e  
a t  2-34-6-5. A f t e r  a  w hole, cou rse  th e r e  a re  th re e  ca lls  in  succession, 
a n d  e a c h  c a ll  ad v a n c es  5-6 in  I he co u rsin g  o rd e r, th e  o th e r  th re e  b e lls  
m a k in g  ea c h  b o b  in  tu r n . T h u s  s in g le  a t  M id d le , tra n sp o se  th e  la s t  
th r e e  b e lls , a n d  w e  a r r iv e  a t  2-3-5-64. B o b  a t  H om e, tra n sp o se  th e  
m id d le  th re e , a n d  w e  h a v e  2-5-6-34. F in a lly  b o b  a t  w ro n g , tr a n s­
p osin g  th e  fr o n t  th ree , prod u ces 5-6-2-34. T h e  n e xt tw o  ca lls  a r e  a t  
W ro n g  a n d  M id d le  a n d  th e  sfim e b e ll m a k e s  th e  b o b  on  b o th  occasions. 
I f  5-6 h a v e  b een  tu r n e d  b y  a  s in g le , th e n  5  is  b r o u g h t  to  co u rse  
im m e d ia te ly  b e fo re  th e  ten o rs, b r in g in g  u p  th e  p a rt-e n d  x  x x 6 5 ;  
i f  5-6 a r e  n o t tu rn e d , th e n  th e  b o b  b e ll is  6 b r in g in g  u p  th e  p a rt-e n d  
x  x  x  5  6 . In  th e  first p a r t  o f o u r  p e a l u n d er co n sid era tio n , 5-6 h a v e  
been  tu r n e d  a n d  so th e  bob b e ll is  5 ;  th e  bob a t  W ro n g  c h a n g in g  
th e  co u rsin g  o rd e r  fro m  5-6-2-34 to  6-2-5-34, a n d  th e  b o b  a t  M id d le  
fu r th e r  ch a n g in g  i t  to  6-2-34-5. F in a l ly ,  a t  th e  en d  o f th e  p a rt , 
th e r e  is  th e  b o b  a t H om e, a ffe ctin g  th e  m id d le  th re e  b e lls  : 6-2-54-5 
b e c o m in g  6-34-2-5.

W e  ca n  n o w  s e t  o u t  th e s e  co u rsin g  o rd ers in  th e  fo rm  o f  a  ta b le , 
sh o w in g  th e  n ew  co u rsin g  o rd e r  a f t e r  ea c h  c a ll. F o r  th e  firs t th re e  
p a r t s  o f  o u r  p e a l th e y  a re  a s  fo llo w s :—

w C a llin g  C o u rs in g  o rd er

C o u rse  en d  W  M  H  W r o n g  M id d le  H om e

43625
65324
26354
43265

24536
65432
36452
24365

S  —
S  —

23546

56234
62534

34625

56342
63542

42635

23465
23564

62345

34256
34562

63425

25634

63425

35642

64235

32546 —  —  42635 42356
65243 —  —  42563 45623
46253 —  56423
32465 —  —  —  61523 64235 62345

T h e  co n d u cto r sh ou ld  p ra c tise  th e se  tr a n sp o sitio n s  m e n ta lly  u n til he 
ca n  c a r r y  th e m  o u t p r a c t ic a lly  w ith o u t th in k in g  a b o u t th em , a n d  then  
h e  w ill h a v e  no d iffic u lty  in  d o in g  th em  w h ile  th e  p e a l is  in  p ro g ress. 
I t  w ill b e  n o tic e d  t h a t  th e  co u rsin g  o rd e r  o f  th e  l i t t le  be]ls. is  2 -3 4  
fro m  th e  f ir s t  s in g le  u p  to  th e  bob a t  th e  p a rt-e n d , w h en  i t  becom es 
3 4 -2  fo r  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  secon d  p a r t , an d  4-2-3 fo r  th e  th ir d  p a rt .

(C o n tin u ed  on n e x t p a g e .)
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0  B E L F R Y  B R A IN S  B U S T .
A BROADCAST FORUM.

Professors at V arian ce.
D id  a n y  re a d e rs  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r ld ,’ th e  o th e r  n ig h t, h e a r  th e  

b ro a d c a s t o f #th e  e x ch a n g e  o f  id ea s b y  th e  ‘ B e l f r y  B r a in s  B u s t  ’ ? I 
d o u b t  i t ,  b ecau se  i f  th e y  h a d  I fe e l su re  th e re  w o u ld  h a v e  been  m a n y  
le t te r s  to  th e  E d ito r  on  th e  su b je c t  a n d  n one h a s  y e t  a p p e a re d . O ne 
n ig h t  I  w a s, as  1 o fte n  am , m u ch  to  th e  d isg u st o f  o th e r  m em b ers o f 
th e  househ old , tw id d lin g  th e  k n o b s  o f m y  re c e ive r , w h en  m y  a tte n tio n  
w a s  su d d e n ly  a r re s te d  b y th e  A n n o u n ce r  sa y in g , ‘ T h is  is  th e  H om e 
a n d  F o rce s  p ro g ra m m e . W e  a r e  n o w  g o in g  o v e r  to  th e  b a r  p a rlo u r 
o f  th e  D o g  a n d  P a r tr id g e , so m ew h ere  o u t in  th e  c o u n try , w h e re  w e 
s h a ll h e a r th e  B e l f r y  B r a in s  B u s t  d iscu ssin g  to p ics  o f  g r e a t  in te re st. 
T h e  discussions a re  ta k in g  p la c e  o u t in  th e  c o u n try  so t h a t  th e  en em y 
sh a ll n o t h e a r  th e m  a n d  p ro fit b y  th e . an sw ers w h ic h  m a y  b e  g iv e n .’ 

N a t u r a lly  I  p r ic k e d  u p  m y  ea rs. A  * B e l f r y  B r a in s  B u s t  ’— I  h a d  
n e v e r  h e a rd  o f i t .  E ven  th e  E d ito r  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  WTo rld  ’ could  
n o t  h a v e  h e a rd  o f  i t ,  o th e rw ise  he m u st, su re ly , h a v e  to ld  us som e­
th in g  a b o u t i t .  T h e re  w a s  no tim e  fo r  fu r th e r  th o u g h t, h o w ever, fo r 
th e  A n n o u n ce r  6aid  in  'th a t ca su a l w a y  an n o u n cers h a v e , ‘ O v e r  to  th e  
D o g  an d  P a r t r id g e , ’ a s  i f  he w a s in  th e  h a b it  o f g o in g  o v e r  to  th e  
D o g  a n d  P a r tr id g e , or its  c o u n te rp a rt, a t  a l l so rts  o f  tim es in  b etw een  
h is  an n o u n cin g .

A n d  th e n  ca m e a n o th e r  V o ic e , ‘ T h is  is  th e  b a r  p a r lo u r  o f  th e  D o g  
an d  P a r t r id g e . ’ O f cou rse, th is  w a s a lm o s t su p erflu ou s a f t e r  w h a t 
th e  A n n o u n cer h a d  sa id , b u t  p re su m a b ly  i t  w a s  a  n ecessa ry  p re ­
lim in a ry  in  o rd e r  t h a t  a l l th e  w o rld  m ig h t k n o w  t h a t  i t  was th e  b a r 
p a r lo u r  o f  th e  D o g  a n d  P a r tr id g e . A n d  th e n  th e  V o ic e  w e n t o n :—

‘ W e  h a v e  s e t  u p  h ere  a n e w  F o ru m  to  d eal w ith  q u estion s r e la tin g  
to  th e  B e l f r y , w h e re  o n ce  up on  a  t im e  b e lls  u sed  to  r in g  a n d  th e  
r in g e rs  p ra c tis e d  w h a t  p rom ises to  b ecom e, i f  th e  w a r  la s ts  lo n g  
en o u gh , a  lo s t a r t .  T h e  B .B .C . h a s  b een  fo r tu n a te  en o u g h  to  o b ta in  
th e  serv ices  o f  p ro m in e n t p ro fesso rs  to  a n sw e r th e  q u estion s w h ich  
h a v e  Keen se n t in  to  u s. I  m a y  s a y  t h a t  s in ce  w e  in v ite d  th ese  
q u estion s th e y  h a v e  d escen d ed  up on  u s as th ic k ly  as fla k es  in  a  sn ow ­
sto rm  o r  a s  le a ve s  iiv  V a llo m b r o s ia .’

1  supp ose th e  V o ic e  th o u g h t  w e  cou ld  choose w h ich  w e lik e d , 
th e  fla k e s  o r  th e  le a ve s , a lth o u g h  I  am  su re  h e  w a s  ly in g  a n y  w a y  
a s  to  h o w  th ic k  th e y  w e re . B u t  he w e n t  o n , k n o w in g  fu ll  w e ll no' 
on e cou ld  c o n tra d ic t  h im  :—

* W e  h a v e  ch riste n e d  th is  F o ru m  th e  “  B e l f r y  B r a in s  B u s t ,”  n o t 
b ecau se  w e  th in k  th e ir  b ra in s  w ill b u st, b u t  fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  a l li t e r a ­
tio n , w h ich  a lw a y s  m ak es  a  t i t le  sn a p p y , a n d  so w e  h a v e  th e  B .B .B . 
o f  th e  B .B .C .*

T h e r e  w ere  sou n d s o f m u ffle d  la u g h te r  fro m  b e h in d  th e  m icrop h on e 
a t  th is  p ie c e  o f  s p a r k lin g  w it .

A n d  tn e n  th e  V o ic e  w e n t on : ‘ T h e  B e l f r y  B r a in s  B u s t con sists o f
P ro fe sso r  O . K .  P is to r , P ro fe sso r  E . E . L in g  “a n d  D r . N . B . G------ ; on
a c co u n t o f  p ro fe ssio n a l e tiq u e tte , I  ca n n o t g iv e  y o u  his n a m e. A n d  
to  o b ta in  th e  o p in io n s o f the m an  in  th e  b e lfr y , so to  sp e a k , w e 
h a v e  a lso  g o t w ith  us in  th e  S tu d io , w h ic h  a t  th e  .m o m en t is  th e  b a r 
p a rlo u r, M r. B o b  B e llro p e , w ho h a s  b een  th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  h e llr in g e rs  
in  th is  v i lla g e  fo r  o v e r  s e v e n ty  y e a rs . Y o u  w ill a g re e  t h a t  w ith  his 
v a s t  e x p erien ce  M r. B e llro p e  sh ou ld  b e  a b le  to  th ro w  m u ch  lig h t  on 
th e  p rob lem s w e  sh a ll h a v e  to  d iscu ss .’

A t  t h a t  i t  sou nd ed  to  m e as  i f  a  c r o a k in g  v o ic e  so m ew h ere  n e a r 
th e  ‘ m ik a  ’ b r o k e  in  to  sa y , ‘ H e a r , h e a r. I  c a n  t h a t . ’

A n d  th e n  th e  com p ere, o r  th e  m a ste r  o f cerem on ies, o r  w h a te v e r  
th e y  c a ll  th e  m an  w ho bosses th e  sjiow , w e n t o n : ‘ W e  w o n ’ t  w a ste  
a n y  m ore tim e , b u t w e ’ ll com e to  th e  firs t q u estion , w h ich  is, “  W h y  
do flies go  t o  th e  b e lfr y  in  w in te r  t im e ? ”  T h a t ,  I  th in k , is  a question  
w h ich  y o u  o u g h t to  b e  a b le  to  a n sw e r, d o c to r .’

D r . N . B . G------  c le a re d  h is  th r o a t  an d  sa id  he su pp o sed  flies
w e n t to  th e  b e lfr ie s  in  w in te r  tim e  b ecau se  th e y  h a d  no b e t te r  p lace  
to  g o . H e  a d m itte d  i t  w a s so m etim es cold  a n d  so m etim es d r a u g h ty , 
b u t th e r e  m ig h t b e  w o rse  p laces. A t  a n y  r a te , th e  flies  w ere  o u t of 
th e  w a y  o f  sm a ll b o ys  w h o  m ig h t w a n t  to  p u ll o ff th e ir  le g s  and 
w in g s. H e  u n d ersto o d  th e r e  w a s  on re c o rd  a  co n v ersa tio n  b etw een  
tw o  flies w ho h a d  ta k e n  to  a  cr a n n y  in  a  to w e r w a ll. T h e  la d y  to ld  
h er h u sb a n d  sh e w a s  co ld  a n d  t h a t  th e ir  a b o d e  w a s  n o t e x a c tly  th e  
k in d  o f  w in te r  hom e she h a d  e x p e c te d  to  b e  b ro u g h t to . H e  w a s  ru d e 
a n d  h a d  e v id e n tly  t ir e d  o f  h er, so, in  th e  la n g u a g e  o f O ld  B ill, 
m a d e  fa m o u s b y  B r u c e  B a ir n s fa t lie r , h e  to ld  h er a b r u p t ly , ‘ I f  you  
k n o w  a  b e t te r  ’o le , g o  to  i t . ’ A n d  th e n  he w e n t to  s le e p  a g a in .

T h en  B o b  B e llro p e  w a s  a sk ed  fo r  h is  e x p erien ce  a b o u t flies in  th e  
b e lfr y . * I  d on ’ t  k n o w  w h y  th e y  gp  th e re , d a rn  ’ e m ,’ h e  sa id , ‘ b u t 
th e y  b e  a b lessed  n u isan ce  w h en  th e y  s ta r ts  w a k in g  u p  in  th e  sp r in g  
tim e . T h e y  c r a w l a ll o v e r  th e  p la c e  a n d  so m etim es th e y  d rop  down 
in s id e  m y  s h ir t  co lla r , d r a t  ’ em . A n d  th e n  I  h a v e  to  ta k e  o ff m e sh irt 
to  g e t  r id  o f  em .’

‘ W ell now , th e  n e x t  question,* s a id  th e  V o ice , an x io u s  a p p a re n tly  
to  av o id  fu r th e r  p erson a l d e ta ils , ‘ is  : “  W’ h a t  h a v e  ch a n g e s  to  do 
w ith  c h a n g e  r in g in g ? ”  *

B o th  th e  P ro fe sso rs  s ta r te d  to g e th e r  to  an sw er th is  a n d  b o th  
sto p p ed . T h e n , ‘ A f t e r  y o u  ’ th e y  p o lite ly  sa id  in  u n ison , so th e  
V o ic e  ca m e to  th e  rescu e, ‘ S u p p o se  w e  h a v e  P ro fe s s o r  L in g  f ir s t .’
‘ A s  y o u  w i ll , ’ sa id  P ro fe sso r  P is to r  w ith  a to u c h , i t  seem ed  to  m e, 
o f  in d ig n a tio n .

*
‘ W e ll , ’ sa id  P ro fe sso r  L in g , * ch a n g e s  h a v e  a  lo t  to  do w ith  c h a n g e  

r in g in g . A s  a m a tte r  o f  fa c t ,  t h e y  a r e  its  essence, i t s  w h o le  b e in g , 
th e  th in g -o ’-m e-bob o f  th e  w h a tV ite -n a m e !*

‘ Y e s , b u t  th e r e ’s o th e r  6o rts  o f  c h a n g e s ,’ b ro k e  in  M r. B e jlro p e .
* L o o k  a t  m e, look a t  th e  ch a n g es  in  m e. R in g in g  m a k e s  a  lo t o f 
ch a n ges, a n d  so does b e e r. I  u sed  to  h a v e  a  go o d  co m p lexion  once, 
n ow  lo o k  a t  m y  fa c e , b u t  1 w o u ld n ’ t  g iv e  i t  u p  fo r  w o r ld s; no, I  
w o u ld n ’ t  g iv e  u p  m e b e e r. A n d  th e n  look  a t  m y  w ife . O nce on  a 
tim e w h en  I  w en t hom e a ft e r  r in g in g  a n d  ju s t  one a t  th e  C row n , 
sh e  u sed  to  c a ll o u t fro m  h er bed , “ I s  th a t  y o u , d a r lin ’ ? I ’ m g la d  
y o u ’ ve  com e h o m e.”  N o w  sh e ’ ^  ch a n g e d , a n d  w h a t does sh e sh ou t 
w hen I g e t  i a c k  a f t e r  r in g in g  an d  h a v in g  on e a t  th e  C ro w n , an d  
one a t  th e  G e o rg e  a n d  p e rh a p s  a  co u p le  h ere  a t  th e  P a r tr id g e ?  S h e 
sa ys , “  So  y o u ’ ve  com e liom e a g a in , y o u  o ld  re p ro b a te , h a v e  y o u ?  I 
sh ou ld n ’ t  h ave  th o u g h t i t  w o rth  y o u r  w h ile , t h e y ’ ll  b e  open  a g a in  in 
th e  m o r n in g .”  ’

‘ P e rh a p s  w e h ad  b e t te r  n o t e n te r  in to  th a t ,  M r. B e llr o p e ,’ b ro k e  
in  th e  V o ic e , * a lth o u g h  I  m u st s a y  i t  r a th e r  le a d s  u p  to  th e  n e x t 
q u estion , “  W h y  d on ’ t  r in g e rs  d rin k  as m u ch  b e e r  as  th e ir  fa th e r s  
u sed  t o ? ”

‘ T h a t ’s a  lie , th e y  d o ,’ h o tly  r e to rte d  Mr* B e llro p e , ‘ le a s tw ise  a ll
I  k n o w  do. A n d  look a t  m e, do I  look  a s  i f  I  don t  d r in k  as m uch 
as m y  fa t h e r  c o u ld ? ’

* W e ll, w e ll, p e rh a p s  y o u  d o , an d  w e  w ill t a k e  i t  as th e  a n sw er to  
th e  q u e stio n ,’ sa id  th e  v o ic e . ‘ N o w  h ere  is  a  poser fo r  th e  pro/essors, 
“ W h a t  a re  ro u n d  b lock s an d  tr a n s p o s itio n s ? ”  T h a t, I  th in k , is  one 
fo r  yo u  to  ta c k le , P is t o r . ’

* Y e s , th a t ls  a  q u estion  w h ich  I  th in k  I  ca n  answ er,? sa id  th e  
P ro fe sso r . ‘ A t  le a s t I  th in k  I  o u g h t to  b e  a b le  to , se e in g  t h a t  I  
in v e n te d  th em , o r  a t  le a s t  red u c ed  th e m  to  la w  a n d  o rd e r. W h a t  are  
ro u n d  b locks an d  tr a n sp o s itio n s?  O b vio u sly  in  t h a  firs t p la c e  th e re  
m u st b e  ro u n d  b lo c k s  an d , seco n d ly , th e re  m u st b e  tra n sp o sitio n s, 
o th erw ise , o f  course, yo u  cou ld  n o t h a v e  th in g s  c a lle d  ro u n d  b locks 
a n d  tra n sp o sitio n s. W h y  th e  b locks a re  ro u n d  needs no e x p la n a tio n . 
T h in g s  t h a t  a re  ro u n d  are— w e ll, ro u n d . N o w  tra n sp o sitio n  m eans 
s o m e th in g  t o t a lly  d iffe re n t. I t  c a n n o t b e  a  tra n sp o sitio n  u n less i t  
h as b een  tra n sp o sed , so t h a t  w hen  yo u  h a v e  so m e th in g  w h ic h  is ca lle d  
a  tra n sp o sitio n  i t  is  so m eth in g  w h ich  h as b e e n .tra n s p o se d  e ith e r  by 
th is  o r  x>y th a t .  I f  i t  h a s  b een  tra n sp o sed  b y  th is  i t  is, in  a  sense, 
this, tr a n sp o s itio n ; i f  it  is  tra n sp o sed  b y  t h a t  i t  is t h a t  tra n sp o sitio n . 
I ts  m e a n in g  is, I  th in k , th e re fo re , q u ite  c le a r . ’

‘ B u t  te l l  m e, P is t o r , ’ b ro k e  in  L in g , ‘ ‘W hat is  th e  use o f ro u n d  
b lock s e n d  tr a n sp o s itio n s?  Y o u  te ll u s  a ro u n d  b lo c k  is  so m eth in g  
rou n d  a n d  a  tra n sp o sitio n  is so m eth in g  tra n sp o sed . B u t  w h a t  use can 
y o u  m a k e  o f t l ie in f ’

‘ M y  d e a r  L in g , ’ s a id  P is to r , * t h a t  is  w h e re  y o u  sh ow  ab y sm a l 
ig n o ra n c e . D o n ’t  yo u  k n o w  t h a t  tra n sp o s itio n s  co u p led  to  rou n d  
b lock s ca n  b e  m a d e  to  p ro v e  a n y t h in g ?  Y o u  ca n  p ro v e  t h a t  th e  
e q u a to r  ru n s fro m  th e  N o rth  to  th e  S o u th  P o le  an d  u p  th e  o th e r  
sid e o f th e  w o r ld ; t h a t  th e  A t la n t ic  is a sw im m in g  p ool in  th e  m id d le  
o f th e  P a c ific ;  t h a t  th e  sun  is  r e a lly  th e  m oon an d  th e  m oon is th e  
su n . A ll  yo u  n eed  is to  tu rn  e ith e r  o f  th ese  tliWigs in to  a  ro u n d  block  
a n d  tra n sp o se  i t .  *

‘ T o s h ,’ m u tte re d  L in g  u n d e r  h is  b re a th , b u t  i t  w a s  a u d ib le  o ver 
th e  a ir .  »

T h e n  th e  d o cto r b u tte d  in . .* B u t , P ro fe sso r , su re ly  th e re  is  som e 
fu r th e r  e x p la n a tio n  n eed ed . W h e re , fo r  in sta n ce , do yo u  g e t  y o u r 
rou n d  b locks an d  tra n sp o sitio n s  fr o m ? ’

‘ T h a t , ’ sa id  P is to r , ‘ is  r e a lly  a secret, w h ich , in  th e  in te r e sts  o f  th e  
co u n try , i t  w o u ld  n o t b e  a d v isa b le  to  d isclose h ere  in  case  i t  m ig h t 
b e  o f a d v a n ta g e  to  th e  en em y. B u t  I  w ill a d d  th a t  m y  fr ie n d  L in g  
c a n ’t  d isp rove i t . ’

T h e  V o ice  b ro k e  in , ‘ I  a m  a fr a id  w e h a v e  n o t tim e tp  go  into  
t h a t  to -n ig h t.’

* H e a r , h e a r ,’ sa id  B e llro p e . o b liv io u s  o f th e  f a c t  t h a t  he w a s  s till 
on th e  a ir . ‘ L a n d lo rd , b r in g  m e a n o th e r  p in t. P ro fe sso r  h ere  h as 
tra n sp o se d  th e  la s t  on e w ith  h is  e m p ty  g la s s .’

T h e  V o ic e , h u rr ie d ly  : * W e  a r e  n o w  re tu r n in g  yo u  to  th e  S tu d io  fo r 
th e  n e x t p a r t  o f  th e  p ro g ra m m e .’

W e ll*  t h a t  is w h a t I  h eard  on  th e  w ire less  th e  o th e r  n ig h t— or 1 
m ig h t n o t h ave  done. O .P .Q .

T H E  C E N T R A L  CO UNCIL.
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— D o those p eop le  w h o  h a v e  b een  so lo u d  in  th e ir  cr itic ism s 
k n o w  a n y th in g  o f  w h a t  lia s  b een  done b y  th e  hon. s e c r e ta r y  o f th e  
C e n tr a l C o u n cil to  g e t  th e  b a n  on r in g in g  rem o ved  or m odified,, or 
d o . th e y  w ilfu lly  s h u t th e ir  eyes a n d  fin d  fa u lt  fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  fin d in g  * 
f a u lt ? _____________________________________________ A  M E M B E R .

H A N D B E L L  R IN G IN G
(C o n tin u ed  fro m  p re v io u s  p a g e .)

In th e  secon d h a lf  o f  th e  p e a l, w h en  2-3 h a v e  once m ore been  re v ersed  
b y  th e  s in g le , th e  c o u rsin g  ord ers fo r  th e se  th re e  b ells  a re  3 -2 4 , 2-4-3, 
a n d  4-3-2.

O ne fin al w ord  a b o u t  M r. A tk in s ’ p e a l. k I f  i t  is  ru n g  in  fu ll as 
tw e lv e  p a r ts  o f  fo u r  cp urses each , th e re  w o u ld  b e  43 cou rses o r  5,376 
ch a n g es. T h e  la s t p a r t  is  th e re fo re  r u n g  as  one co u rse  o n ly  w ith  a  
b o b  a t  H om e, th u s  c u tt in g  o u t th re e  courses an d  re d u c in g  th e  p e a l to  
5,040 ch a n ges.
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G R A N D S IR E  C A T E R S .
THE HISTORY OF THE M ETHOD.

B y E dgar C. S h eph erd . '
(C o n tin u ed  fro m  p a g e  6 11.)

After the visit of the College Youths the Oxford men 
seem to have practised hard, and in the following Janu­
ary felt confident enough to accept a challenge to ring a 
peal. Hearne -writes :—

‘ 1734, January 2nd. Wednesday, 4 noon. Christ 
Church bells being now in very good order, yesterday 
some select Oxford ringers rung them all for a wager. 
They were every mail of them townsmen, but had re­
ceived some considerable instructions from Mr. Stone, * 
M .A., a man in orders, a good ringer himself, fellow 
of Wadham College. The wager was that they^could not 
ring the five thousand and forty changes, quater or 
cater changes upon tljem. They were to have six tryals, 
and if upon the sixth tryal they did not do it, they were 
to loose. Yesterday they began (being the first tryal) 
just at twelve o ’clock, and finished the whole twenty- 
seven minutes after three o’clock. This is the first time 
that this numtfer of changes was ever rung in Oxford.
. . . The Oxford ringers yesterday made many mistakes, 
so that ’twas expected they must have given over several 
times.

‘ I did not hear them till they had been at it three- 
quarters of an hour, but .afterwards I heard them quite 
out until they had done, and I observed fifty-two faults 
in the ringing, nine of which were very considerable 
ones. However, take it altogether, ’twas excellent ring­
ing, and they may glory-in it.

‘ The most considerable fault was occasioned by -Dr. 
Gregory, Regius Professor of Modern History and 
Student of Christ Church, who yesterday broke in upon 
the ringers, to their great disturbance.’

Hearne reported and commented on all the ringing in 
Oxford as assidutftsly and impartially as any modern 
music critic. His remarks on bad ringing were scathing, 
but he always |fave credit for a good performance. __ 

The band that rang the above 5,040 is given as fol­
lows: I. Hearn, a Taylor, 2, Vicars,‘second Butler of 
New College, 3, George, a Taylor, 4, Guy Terry, a Pot­
ash maker in St. Clement’s, 5, Yates, cook of Magdalen 
College, 6 , John Broughton, Barber, 7, Richard Smith, 
Glover, 8 , Barnes, second cook, Christ Church, 9, Arthur 
Lloyd, of Holywell, Carpenter, 10, Nicholas Benwell, 
who shows Great Tom.

Benwell was sexton of Christ Church, and Great Tom, 
it will be recalled, is the subject of Lawes’ fine old round,
‘ Great Tom is Cast.’

Enthusiasm reached a great height after the success 
recorded, and in the March of 1735 the same band rang
6,876 Grandsire Caters. They Had had three previous at­
tempts. O f the first attempt Hearne speaks well. Of 
the second attempt he has caustic comments to make.

‘ They had so many gross faults that ’tis not worth

while to particularise them all, only thus much may be 
noted, that a bob was missed being called before tl£y 
had got to two hundred, and that they .strangely blun­
dered a little after they had rung 600, and so again a 
little after they had rang 1,100 and so after 1,400 and 
1,900; and at length when they had rang 2,714 (which 
wa/its 4,162 of the whole) they were quite out, it being 
then three-quarters after one. . . . Had thejf finished 
the peal and done it well I should have taken care to 
transmit to print (in one of my books that I print at the 
theater) the names of the several" ringers to posterity,
6,876 changes having never as yet at one time being rung 
in Oxford. But as'the performance was bad (considering 
the character each ringer bore for his skill in the art of 
riaging) as it will not be for their credit to have their 
names mentioned, so neither will it be for the honour of 
William of Wickham to discover who the persons were 
that perform’d so lamely on the day he died, which day 
ought to be observed with all possible decorum, and the 
ringing shovfld be then as clean and true as can bê  for 
which reason I shall pass over which might be further 
observed in silence.’

Illness prevented Hearne from hearing the third at­
tempt and the final success, but he was careful to in­
quire fully into the quality of the ringing.

‘ March 22nd, Saturday. On Thursday last the Ox­
ford ringers began to ring at New College at three- 
quarters after twelve o ’clock, an[J rang completely what 
they had attempted several times before, 6,876 cator 
changes, finishing the peal about three-quarters of an 
hour after four o'clock. ’ Tis the first time such a num­
ber of cator changes was ever rung in Oxford upon ten 
bells. I did not hear the ringing myself for the same 
reason I have specyfied above under March 12th inst., 
but I have heard from good,judges, that, take it alto­
gether, ’twas a glorious performance. For though there 
were two very great blunders and some other bad ring- 
ing, yet considering the length of the peal, it was admir­
able ringing, such as can hardly be mended, unless^it be 
by the Londoners, it being a thing as it were next to 
impossible to go through such a long tedious work with­
out faults.’

The band was the same as the one that rang the 5,040 
in'January, 1734, and Hearne .concludes by telling how 
the ringers ‘ were much caressed when they had done, 
and were handsomely treated or entertained at New Col­
lege.’

The Society of Painswick Youths, established in 1686, 
has many fine ringing performances • to its credit. A 
tablet in Painswick Church records three peals of Triples 
in 1731 and 1733, and the following achievements in 
Grandsire Caters: 8,064 in 1734, 10,080 in 1735, and 
12,006 in 1737.

These were the longest lengths of caters up till that 
time; but, as Snowdon points out, since it was cus­
tomary for ropes to change hands during long lengths, 

(C o n tin u ed  on  n e x t  p ag e .)

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T I M A T E S  S U B M I T T E D  FOR N E W  C L O C K S , C H IM E  A D D IT IO N S ,  REPAIRS 
OR R E P A IN T IN G  O F  D IALS .

-
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5 ,120  C O R N W A L L  S U R P R IS E  M AJOR .
B Y  C H A R L E S  W . R O B E R T S .

23456 O  H  I  F

34256 —
42356 -
42635 — x 
23645 —
62534 x
25634 —
63254 — —
32654 —
32465 — x
32546 — x
25346 —
53246 —
62345 — —
24365 —
43265 —
52364 —
23564 —
35264 —
35426 — x
54326 — .
43526 —
52456 — —
24536 —
45236 —
23456 — —

T h is  p e a l h a s  th e  6th  h er course-end e x te n t  r ig h t , an d  a ll th e  64 
ajid  65 course-ends.

G R A N D SIR E  C A T E R S . '
(C o n tin u ed  fro m  p r e v io u s ’ p a g e .) 

it is probable that these were not single-handed per­
formances.

Meanwhile, in 1735 the Eastern Scholars had rung 
6,012 at Southwark, and in 1737 the Norwich Scholars 
exceeded the Painswick 12,006.

The grand old church of St. Peter Mancroft had 
already seen some historic performances. In 1715 the 
first complete peal ever rung (Bob Triples) was per­
formed there; in 1718 the first 5,040 of Grandsire 
Triples; and in 1731 the first, peal of Stedman Triples. 
In 1736 the bells were augmented to ten, and in the fol­
lowing year the famous 12,600 was rung. The follow­
ing is a copy of the tablet:—

‘ On March 8th, 1737, was rung a peal of Grandsire 
Gators, which for excelency. of its ringers. Harmonious 
changes, and ye number of them, was certainly superior 
to anything of its kind ever done in the World ; and to 
Remove all doubt of the truth of the performance several 
ingenious Ringers were abroad the whole time with pro­
per rules to prove the certainty of ye same. Thus was 
the great peal perfectly compleated to the' entire satis­
faction, surprise and amazement of thousands of hearers 
in the space of 8 hrs. 15 mins. The number of changes 
were 12,600, rung by 9 men of the company then be­
longing to the qompany. The tenor singly, by a young 
finger 8000, then a second ringer rung her to the end 
of the peal. The persons’ names and the bells they rung 
as follows V

Tho. Melchior, 1 ; W m . Pettingall, 2 ; John Gar­
diner, 3 ; Tho. Barrett, 4 ; Robert Crane, 5 ; W m . 
Porter, 6 ; Tho. Blofield, 7 ; Edwd. Crane, 8 ; Christr. 
Booty, 9 ; James Jerrom, Robt. Liddamon, Tenor.’ 

There is no trace of the composition. Mr. C. E. 
Borrett says that the peal is referred to locally as the 

Hundred Courses.’ It certainly is the same length as 
one hundred plain courses, but there does not seem to 
be any way in which a composition of this length can 
be obtained in full courses by the use of ordinary bobs. 
Nevertheless, it was a fine performance, and well in 
keeping with the grand traditions of the Norwich 
ringers. • (To be continued.)

N O T I C E S .
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1 / 6 .

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  
MONDAY.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  

O f f i c e  o f  * T h e  R i n g i n g  W o r l d , ’  L o w e r  P y r f o r d  

R o a d , W o k i n g ,  S u r r e y .

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Meeting 
at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey, Saturday, De­
cember 27th. Handbells from 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. All 
welcome.— H. G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel” Avenue, W at­
ford.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— North-Eastern Division.—  
The annual district meeting will be held at St. Peter’s, 
Colchester, on Saturday, January 3rd. Handbells avail­
able 2.30 p.m. Service in church at 4 p.m. Tea you 
must all bring with you, as at previous meetings. Will 
members plfease note that subscriptions for 1942 will be due 
at this meeting. May I appeal'to everyone, including our 
friends over the border in the Northern Division, to come 
and make this meeting a great success, and show the new 
Vicar of St. Peter’s that the North-Eastern Division is 
very much alive?— Leslie Wright, Lower Barn Farm, 
Dedhdm.

ST. M ARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF 
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755).— Annual meeting 
will be held at the Tamworth Arms, Moor Street, Birm­
ingham, on Saturday, January 3rd, commencing at 6.15 
p.m p ro m p t-T . H. Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136, Newton 
Road, Sparkhill, Birmingham, 11.

NORW ICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— A meet­
ing will be held at St. Giles’ , Worwich, on Saturday, 
January 10th. Bells (sileu) 2.30. Service 3.45. Tea in 
St. Giles’ Parish Hall, Cojv Hill, 4^0 , followed by busi­
ness meeting and handbells. lV,mbers for tea by January 
3rd, please.— A. G. G. Thurlow, C~n. Sec., 52, The Close, 
Norwich.

BATH AND W ELLS ASSOCIATION.__Axbridge
Deanery Branch.— A meeting will be held at Yatton on 
Saturday, Jan. 3rd, 1942. Bells with rin ;̂ng apparatus 
available 2.30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Service 3 -j.m. Tea 
and business meeting 4 p.m. Names for tea v> Mr L
Pullin, High Street, Yatton, by Dec. 31st. __ £  j
Avery, Hon. Local Sec., Sandford.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— Northern Division.— ^ ,e 
annual district meeting will be held at Bocking on Sat* 
urday, Jan. 10th, 1942. It is hoped all the members 
who are able will make a special effort to attend. Six 
‘ silent ’ bells available, also handbell ringing. Service 
and business meeting.— Hilda G. Snowden, Hon. Dis.
Sec. --------------

G R EETIN G S.
The compliments of the season to all ringing friends 

from all at Glyn Garth, Surfleet. “
Season's greetings to all brother bellringers from W . 

H. Fussell, Slough.

S W IN D O N .— O n T u e sd a y , D e ce m b e r 2n d, in  th e  v e s t r y  o f  C h r is t  
C h u rc h , a p la in  cou rse  o f  G ra n d sire  S e x tu p le s  on h a n d b e l ls : G . 
T o w n sen d  1-2, C . J .  G a r d in e r  3-4, W . B . K v n a s to n  5-6, J . S . R o b e rts  
7-8, M . C . C . M e lville  9-10. I . C . N . B e ll 11-12 , D . W . S . S m o u t 13-14. 
T h is  is  th e  f irs t  co u rse  o f  S e x tu p le s  r u n g  in  S w in d on , an d  e v e r y  r in g e r  
is  a re s id e n t in  th e  to w n .
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The Central Council Publications
T O  BE O B T A IN E D  P O ST  FREE  

fr o m  th e  
R ev. E. S . P O W E L L , S ta v e r to n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n try

•  d .
C O L L E C T I O N  O F  T R I P L E S  M E T H O D S  ......................................  1 O
R E P O R T  O F  C O N F E R E N C E  W I T H  8 .P .A . B ..................................  6
C A R D  O F  I N S T R U C T I O N S  I N  T H E  C A R E  A N D  U S E  O F

B E L L S  ............................................................................................................  1 J

M E T H O D  S H E E T S .— C a m b rid g e  S u rp rise  M a jo r  ..................... 2

D o u b le  N o rw ich  an d  C a m b rid g e  C o ^ rt 3
B r is to l S u rp rise  M a jo r .............................. 2

H I N T S  T O  I N S T R U C T O R S  A N D  B E G I N N E R S  ..................... 2

V A R I A T I O N  A N D  T R A N S P O S I T I O N  ............  ............................  1  O

C O L L E C T I O N  O F  D O U B L E S  A N D  M IN O R  M E T H O D S  (N ew
Edition) ................................................................................................... 2  O

T h e  Jasper S now don  .Series
R E V I S E D  P R I C E S .

' R O P E - S I G H T ,’ Is. lO d .; n in th  e d itio n ; 150 p a g e s ;  tr e a ts  P la in  B ob 
co m m en cin g  on th re e  bells .

‘ G R A N D S I R E ,' 2s. lO d .; second e d itio n ; 20+ p a g es, co m m en cin g  on 
fir e  b ells , co m p lete  w ith  th e  T h o m p so n  C h a rts , etc .

‘ S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S ,’ n in th  ed ition , 8s. lOd.

‘ S T E D M A N ,’ 2s. lO d. A n  e n tir e ly  n ew  book b y  J . A r m ig e r  T ro llop e .
C o n ta in s  fu ll  in stru ctio n s  fo r  r in g in g  an d  co n d u c tin g  th e  m eth od  

oo  5  to  1 1  b e lls , w ith  tou ches a n d  p eals, an d  p ro o f a n d  com position .

‘ T R E B L E  B O B ,’  Is . lO d .; second e d it io n ; w ith  a p p e n d ix ; 100 p ag es .

* S U R P R I S E  M E T H O D S ,’ 2s. lOd. A  book b y  th e  la te  R e v . C . D . P . 
D a v ie s , M .A ., F R A . S .  C o n ta in s  a  ta b u la te d  lis t  o f  p eals, 10 
d ia g ra m s, 126 p age* .

A l l  p o st fr e e , o j  r e c e ip t o f p o sta l o rd e r, fro m  

M i a s  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N  
W o o d la n d s , N eW by B rid ge , U lv e rsto n , L a n cs

PU BLICATIONS.
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained, ’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7jd. each, 
6 s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.
1 I ■ ■ 3 = a ^ J B = 3 C =

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
b j  E . S . a n d  M . P O W E L L .

C ontaim ing fu ll and  co m p lete  in stru ctio n  fro m  th e  first h an d lin g  
o(  a  b e ll to  th e  r in g in g  and  co n d u c tin g  o f  p e a ls  o f  G r a a d s ir e , ' 
S te d m a n , P la in  B o b  a n d  K e n t  T re b le  B ob.

L a r g e  selectio n  o f  C om p osition s in c lu d ed .
Price:—  C o m p le te  ed ition , to  8 b ells , c lo th , 120pp., 2 / 9  
(•  copies fo r 1 5 / - ) ,  6 b ell ed ition  sew n , p a p e r  eovers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies fo r  6 / - ) .
O b tainable on ly  p o st fre e  fro m  R sv, E. S. POWELL, 

S tavertow  V tn s r s je , n ear D avan tfy .

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND MON STR ETCH IN G

Eat. 1 8 2 0  ■■ 1—L. Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raar y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p ric es  H ioresse, 
p r e -w a r  q u ality , and send us y o u r  o ld  Bell R opes  

fo r  rep airs  w h ilst n o t in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M A T S  A N D  BELL M U F F L E R S
j'wm mm,  i .  i . .  i . » „ ^ ^  .4

S u ita b le  fo r  P re s e n ta t io n  o r  
W e d d in g  G if t

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAHD g j & i  in Solid Silver

Diameter 2iin 2iin, 8iim. 3iin. 4in. 4iin. 6in. fttfn 
P rice  1 8 /6  2 2 /8  28/6 3 3 /6  4 2 /-  62/6 6 7 /6  7 6 6

The bio,, size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optician

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SMITH of DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in­
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

John S m ith  &  S on s, M idland C lock  W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 4 5 5 6 9  Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for BoQklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

P rinted for the Proprietor b y  the W oodbridge Press, L td ., G uild­
ford, and Published by the Roll* House Publishing Co., Ltd., Bream s
Buildings, London, B.C.4. *
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