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LONDON S LOSSES—AND THE FUTURE

Londoners who love the churches of the city, and the
millions of others who hold those hallowed places in
reverent respect, even though they may never have entered
their portals, have learned with horror of the unforgivable
vandalism of the Germans who, in their hate and prob-
ably despair of bringing England to her knees, en-
deavoured to fire the city, and in that endeavour brought
destruction upon at least nine of the city churches.-Next
to the loss of life and the destruction of hospitals, the
devastation of churches probably strikes at the hearts
and raises the wrath of the people more than anything
else, and in no previous raid over the metropolis, as far
as we know, has so much damage been done to those
sacred buildings as was done on Sunday. It is indeed a
sad tale of loss. Two of the churches, St. Lawrence
Jewry and St. Bride’s, Fleet Street, are world famous,
and by all ringers are held in an honoured place among
the churches of London.

This wanton destruction is part of the price we have
to pay in the fight for freedom against tyranny, part of
the price which is involved in saving the very faith for
which the churches have stood as witness for hundreds
of years. But the churches will rise againj the barbarian
has never stamped out the faith born nineteen hundred
and forty years ago, nor will he to-day. The faith wftl
never die, and all his vandalism will come to i\ought, for
the undying spirit of the British people will only be stirred
to greater effort by this vicious attempt to fire the city
and with it the treasures handed down to us through
the centuries. The fury of the Germans in their dis-
appointment will avail them nothing. Britain, with Lon-
don at its core, stands steady as a rock, and the mpointless
and indiscriminate murder and destruction which are
being perpetrated will some day bring their retribution.

The new year upon which we have just entered may,
indeed probably will, inflict upon us all even grimmer
trials, and as ringers we still have to forego our own
particular service to the Church and the practice of our
art. The Archbishop of Canterbury, it is learned, made
strong representations to the Secretary of War for the
shifting of the ban for Christmas and the Sunday ser-
vices, but the reply has been that there are still military
reasons for its maintenance. In view of this, there is no
immediate prospect of the sounding of the church bells,
except in the face of a national danger, and all who love
the sound of bells must endeavour to possess their souls
in patience. In the meantime ringers in the towers are
gradually diminishing in numbers; the call to arms is

taking away the younger men. Those who remain, how-
(Continued on page 2.)
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ever, need not abandon hope. There is a task to bedone
in the coming year. Everywhere there should h an
effort made to teach new ringers. They can be tught
how to handle a rope, on a clapperless bell; they c*i be
instructed in change ringing by the use of handells.
Whatever happens, we ought to make sure that we \ave
enough men and women, boys or girls, in our towes to
ring the bells when victory is assured, and if the >re-
sent enforced silence is not conducive to teaching the
young idea how to strike— well, we think the people il
be so glad to hear the bells again that at first it will lot
matter very much. This may seem heresy to some, M
in our view the most important thing that lies befor
ringers at the moment is to ensure sufficient personnel &
ring with tolerable efficiency when the time comes ftc
let the clappers loose again. The finer arts of striking
can be taken in hand as soon as our ears once more comt
into play.

Actually there is no need for idleness in the belfry.
This training of beginners should go on as far as the
present restrictions permit. It may not be very interest-
ing to the instructors, but even a wearying task may be]
well worth while in the end. And then, too, much more
might be made of handbell practice than seems at pre-
sent to be done. It is not at all essential that handbells j
should always be rung double-handed, even though it
should be the ultimate aim of the ringers. But single-
handed ringing can be a valuable help, both in keeping
method ringing fresh and extending the scope of the
band. New methods can be mastered against the day
when tower bells once more come into their own, and
when it will require all our endeavours to reinstate both
the art and the Exercise in the position it occupied before
the war. The year 1941 calls for a supreme effort in
every direction; it calls equally upon ringers to put their
best into building up their bands against losses, and pre-
paring for the brighter days ahead. Let our endeavours
be directed to saving the art so that it may be restored
rapidly after the war. We cannot afford to neglect such
effort now; we must continue with unflagging energy to
‘go to it e

USE OF CHURCH BELLS
AT DEATHS AND BURIALS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The use of church bells in .connection with deaths and
burials still seems of interest. In my early days, some 65 years
back, after | had learnt to manage a bell, Mr. Gatland would some-
times ask me to do duty for him.

The custom at Steynmg was to use two bells, one called the little
knell (the 4th) for those up to 14 years of age, and the big knell
(the tenor) for those over that age.

The bell was chimed on the swing for the three times three for the
male, and three times two for the female, and then raised to a set
pull. The bell was pulled off one stroke, at intervals of about three
minutes (a little extra set being given to make more sure of the bell
being set each stroke). This was rung for one hour, the bell then
lowered and the same number of strokes chimed as at the beginning.
A fee of one shilling was paid. The same procedure was adopted at
the committal, but the bell was not raised. C. TYLER.

ROBERTS' ARTICLE.

A CORRECTION.
To the Editor.

Sir,—I should be glad if you would correct two small misprints in
my article on Stedman Caters, for which my writing may be respon-
sible. In the last sentence in paragraph 3 the word dominates *
should 'be ‘eliminates,’ and the number of changes in peal No. 4
should be 5,031.

Should this article prove sufficiently interesting to the Exercise, |
will follow it up with others, describing other little-known plans of
composition.

Wishing you a happy and, | hope, a victorious New Year.

CHARLES W. ROBERTS.

MR. C. W.
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DOWN THE AGES.

ANNIVERSARIES IN NINETEEN HUNDRED AND
FORTY-ONE.

By J. Armiger Trollope.

Three hundred years ago the Exercise was already a
century old, perhaps more, though as yet ringers were a
long way off looking on themselves as members of a body
with common aims and common interests, and the art
of change ringing was a comparatively new thing which
was practised only in the more advanced and select
circles.

At Cambridge, at Oxford, and in London, the young
men of the Universities and the Inns of Court looked on
ringing much as their successors to-day look on football
and cricket, and it was among them that the new style
of changes was introduced in place of the older raising,
round ringing and ceasing. So much advance had al-
ready been made that about 1641 the first six-score of
Doubles was rung.

The leading society in London for many years had been
the Schollers of Cheapside, but they had passed their
prime, and the state of their records for the year 1641
shows that there was not much life left in them.

At the other end of the town the new Society of Col-
lege Youths, which had been founded four years earlier,
had already taken its place as the leading company of
the Exercise. What they were then doing we do not
know. The man who held the office of Master for the
greater part of the year, Mathias Burnaby, is to us no
more than a name, and all we know of his successor,
Thomas Joyce, is that he was the son of a gentleman
who lived at Sturminster in Dorset, and that a few years
before he had matriculated at Exeter College, Oxford,
at the age of 17.

We pass over a hundred years, and when we come to
1741 the Exercise had already taken the form it showed
until about fifty or sixty years ago, and the art and
science of change ringing were full grown. In London,
at any rate, peal ringing was recognised as a'normal
thing in a ringer’'s life, though naturally neither the
number of peals nor the number of methods was any-
thing like what it has since become.

The most active company was the Eastern Scholars,
who had been founded in 1733, and numbered several
clever ringers among their members. Their first peal in
the year was 5,040 changes of Double Bob Major at St.
Leonard’s, Shoreditch, on the new ring which not long
before had been supplied by the Whitechapel foundry to
the rebuilt church. John Sharpe called the bobs. He is
one of the men whose names were quite forgotten in
after years, but in his own time he was an important
person in London belfries. Philemon Mainwaring rang
the tenor. He was another who did much for London
ringing, and as a tenor man has earned a place among
the greatest. John Blake, who rang the sixth, and
Thomas Bennett, who rang the seventh, were also lead-
ing ringers, and at one time or another both belonged to
almost every one of the great societies.

The Eastern Scholars’ next performance was one of
outstanding interest and merit, for it was the first peal
of Oxford Treble Bob Royal ever rung. It was at St.
Sepulchre’s, Snow Hill, on April 7th. Mainwaring
called the bobs from the ninth, and the other men we
have mentioned were in the band with Robert Windle-
borough as tenor man. The number of changes was
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5,200, but' the figures of the composition have not sur-
vived, and we do not know what it was like.

The College Youths were having a very quiet time so
far as peal ringing was concerned, and they scored only
one during, the whole year. This slackness was prob-
ably the result of the quarrels and jealousies which were
so frequent in the old companies, and which had divided
the College Youths into Annable’s party and John Cun-
dell’'s party, with a number of more or less neutral men
who had no objection to ringing with either.

Slack as they were at the time, the College Youths
could hardly take the Eastern Scholars’ peal of Royal as
otherwise than a challenge to their supremacy, and since
they could not ring the first they determined to show that
at least they could equal it, so on May 30th they, too,
rang 5,000 changes of Treble Bob Royal and in the same
steeple.

Both companies erected boards to commemorate their
performances, and sixty years ago both boards still
existed. Now that of the College Youths only remains.
It does not give the names of the performers, but it has
a rhyming couplet which has given rise to some specula-
tion :—

When merit's justly due a little praise then serveth.
A good peal needs jio frame, a bad one none deserveth.

It has been suggested, and even definitely stated, that
this couplet is proof that the first peal was false, or at
any rate a bad one. The assumption is quite unwar-
ranted, for no claim was made either on the board or in
the peal book, that the College Youths’ performance was
the first true peal in the method, and the sentiment ex-
pressed by the couplet is, after all, pretty trite and com-
monplace.

Annable composed the peal and rang in it, but for
once he did not call the bobs. Richard Spicer was the
conductor, and so he was in the next peal the society
rang, which was at St. Margaret’'s, Westminster, in
the following year.

It was at this time, and also at St. Sepulchre’s, that
the College Youths rang Court Bob Royal for the first
time. The method was an extension by Annable of the
London Court Bob Major, which was practised by the
metropolitan ringers and afterwards by some of the pro-
vincial bands. It was decidedly inferior to Norwich
Court Bob Royal, and the London men evidently did not
think it was worth while ringing a peal of it. Norwich
Court Bob Major had not yet reached London, but was
already being rung in the city of its birth, and Edward
Crane called the first peal at St. Michael's Coslany in
the following year. (The date in ‘* The Norwich Gazette ’
is March 9th, 1741. But that would be in ‘ old style,
in which the year began and ended on March 21st.)

The Eastern Scholars rang four more peals in 1741.
They were 5,040 Bob Major (the first in the method) at
St. Nicholas’, Deptford; 6,160 Bob Major at St. John'’s,
Hillingdon; 5,120 Oxford Treble Bob at All Saints’, Ful-
ham; and the first peal of Bob Major at St. Mary'’s,
Mortlake. John Sharpe called the first three and John
Bradshaw the other one.

The only other London society to ring a peal in 1841
was the Union Scholars, who rang 5,040 Bob Major on
November 23rd at Fulham. The band was made up
largely by men who had seceded from the Eastern
Scholars on account of one of the quarrels which were
so frequent at the time. It included Sharpe, who prob-

ably conducted.
(Continued on next page.)
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RINGING IN THE PROVINCES.

TWO HUNDRED YEARS AGO.
(Continued from previous page.)

Very little information has come down to us about
ringing in the provinces, and the only peal during the
year of which we have any record was one of Grandsire
Triples at Coddenham in Suffolk. Theodore Eccleston, a
wealthy young man, who lived at Mortlake and was a
member of the Society of Eastern Scholars, had inherited
an estate in Suffolk, and he gave a ring of eight bells to
Coddenham Church, and another of ten to Stonham
Aspal. He got together a band of ringers, and induced
leading men to go and live in the country to act as in-
structors and conductors. John Sharpe went down there
a few years later, and William Walker from Richmond,
and Andrew Field, a College Youth.

The first man to act as conductor was John Foster,
whom we have already met as the landlord of the Eight
Bells tavern at Norwich, and the ringer of the sixth to
the first peal of Stedman Triples at Mancroft in 1731.
He called John Garthon’s composition, and the peal
board records it as ‘ Caterines Triples.” Afterwards he
went to Lincoln and called the peal again at St. Peter
Arches in that city.

The year 1741 was not a very eventful one, and the
number of peals rung was, even for the time, small.

PEALS IN 1841.

Neither was the year 1841 one of any particular im-
portance in the history of the Exercise, and especially so
in London. The College Youths rang but three peals—
Oxford Treble Bob Major at Lewisham, Grandsire Caters
at Leeds in Kent, and Oxford Treble Bob Royal at St.
James’, Bermondsey. They were at a turning point in
their history, when old conditions were passing away,
and the younger and more vigorous men who were to re-
establish the ascendency of the society on a different
basis had not yet obtained control.

| regret | cannot give full particulars of the peals o

the year, for the war has shut up my sources of informa-
tion other than those already in my possession, and my
detailed research work has not yet covered the middle
of the nineteenth century.

In the provinces the leading companies were at Nor-
wich, where the Norwich Scholars still maintained their
high reputation, though they rang very few peals; at
Birmingham, where such famous ringers as Thomas
Thurstans, lIsaac John Lates, Thomas Day and Henry
Johnson were in their prime; and at Sheffield, where dur-
ing the year Thomas Hudson called a peal of. Stedman
Caters. There was also a good band at Leeds, and the
first peal of Cinques in Yorkshire was rung on the new
bells of the Parish Church.

THE ART ON THE DOWN GRADE.

Taking the country at large, the Exercise and the art
of change ringing were on the down grade, and the
decline continued until it reached bottom level ten years
or so later. Then, after an interval of about twenty
years, began a slow but steady revival which at length
has given us the Exercise we know to-day.

Half a century later the year 1891 brings us into the
period which fairly belongs to the modern history of
change ringing. The Exercise was then completely or-
ganised, and the year saw the first meeting of the Cen-
tral Council, which took place at the Inns of Court Hotel,
in Lincoln’s Inn Fields on Easter Tuesday.
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That, of course, was an outstanding event, but other-
wise nothing happened during the year of any marked
importance. Peal ringing had increased enormously
during the half-centurv' and that year’s total reached
878. The methods most rung were Grandsire Triples
269, Treble Bob Major 138, Stedman Triples 103, Bob
Major 64, and Double Norwich Court Bob Major 40.
Only two peals of London Surprise were rung, and both
were at Duffield and were conducted by Sir Arthur Hev-
wood. Peals of Cambridge Surprise Major numbered
only 3, and Superlative only 5.

TRIPLES METHODS.

There was considerably greater variety in seven-bell
methods than in more recent years. Union Triples was
enjoying a temporary popularity, and 15 peals of it were
rung, as were 15 peals of Oxford Bob Triples and two
of Court Bob. John Carter introduced during the year a
method which he called Darlaston Bob Triples, but which
was really College Single Triples. Four peals of it were
rung, and the popularity of Plain Bob Triples was shown
by as many as 29 peals. Methods which now are con-
sidered irregular and obsolete were Violet Treble Bob
Major 1 .peal, Woodbine Treble Bob Major 1, Canter-
bury Pleasure Triples 3, and Canterbury Pleasure Major
13.

On the higher numbers was the first peal of Duffield
Maximus rung at Birmingham and conducted by Hey-
wood, as well as peals of Grandsire Cinques 2, Stedman
Cinques 5, and Treble Bob Maximus 4. Two peals of
over 10,000 were rung and the Suffolk men got out after
ringing 12,320 changes in an attempt for Day’s 16,608 of
Oxford Treble Bob Major.

In composition, the chief event was the publication by
Heywood of his articles on peals of Stedman Caters.

The chief controversy which divided the opinions of
ringers was whether seven-bell peals might be rung with-
out a covering tenor.

f The most outstanding ringers who passed away during
the year were James Lockwood the composer, Captain
A. P. Moore, a leading ringer and a bell founder, and
Henry Hubbard, the son of the famous Norwich author
and composer.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.

The December meeting of the Barnsley and District Society was
held at Rotherham on Saturday, Dec. 14th. Members were present
from Eastwood, Felkirk, Handsworth and Wath.

A room was provided at the Wheatsheaf Hotel for the use of the
ringers, and handbells were rung in the afternoon until tea and the
usual business meeting. Mr. J. E. Turley, of Handsworth, who had
survived the blitz air raid on Sheffield on the previous Thursday, and
although he had encountered some inconvenience in transport had
made a determined effort to attend, was elected chairman. Mr. Chant
proposed and Mr. Gill seconded a vote of thanks to Mr. S. Briggs
for the arrangements he had made. The meeting was rather small.
Nevertheless, it was a happy gathering.

Further handbell ringing followed, the methods rung during the
afternoon and evening being Plain and Double Bob Minor, Treble Bob
Minor and touches of Bob Major. A.G.M. at Barnsley, Jan. 11th.

JOHN CHAMBERLIN.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. Charles E. Borrett’'s accounts of the old Norwich
ringers and especially of John Chamberlin is most interesting. Can
he tell us anything of the old Norwich men and what became of their
peal books and property? | suppose they had some, for it was the
usual thing with these old companies. And how does he reconcile
the statement that the Norwich men rang the first peal of Court Bob
Royal at St. Peter’s Mancroft in 1769 with the entry in James
Barham’s peal book, which savs that 6,720 changes of Court Bob
Ten In were rung on January 25th, 1765. at Leeds in Kent?

It would seem that a good many of the claims made for the first
peals in different methods in olden times were made in ignorance of
what other people had done, and will not really stand a severe test.

Still, there may be some explanation. L. W. BUNCE.
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SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
NORTH DORSET BRANCH MEETING.

The annual meeting of the North Dorset Branch was held at
Kington Magna on the King’'s birthday. The Guild office was con-
ducted in All Saints’ Church by the blanch secretary (the Rev. W.
Uphill), and an address appropriate to the Advent season was given
by the Rev. Canon Hellins, D.D. The Rector (the Rev. F. LI
Edwards, hon secretary of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild) was at the
organ, and after the Magnificat a sacred melody was played on hand-
bells by four boys, who also assisted in the accompaniment of
Psalm cl. The service was notable for the effective singing of the
score or so of male voices, which rose to a grand climax in ‘' God
save the King.'

Tea was enjoyed at the School, and there were no symptoms of
rationing!

The business meeting followed, Dr. Hellins presiding.

The branch secretary submitted an interim statement of accounts,
showing a credit balance of £20 10s. Id.

The Rev. Dr. Hellins was re-elected chairman, the Rev. F. LI
Edwards deputy chairman, the Rev. W. Uphill secretary.

Mr. E. Coward stated that he was soon due to be called up, and
on his proposal Messrs. W. Shute and L. Perrett were elected joint
Ringing Masters.

Messrs. M. Brown and g. Braddick were appointed members of
committee.

Mr. F. Fowler, of Stourton, was elected member, and- another Mr.
F. Fowler, who is stationed at Mere on military service, a life member.

The Rev. W. Uphill reported that he had represented the branch
at the funeral of the late Mr. Walter Jackson, of Childe Okeford,
whose death after a short illness inflicted a severe loss both on the
Guild and on the parish, where he had done invaluable work in train-
ing young ringers and had exercised a strong influence for good on
the lads of the village.

Mr. W. Hinks, a member of the Stour and Avon Catchment Board,
who as churchwarden was present at the meeting, also testified to
Mr. Jackson’s sterling qualities as an employe of that body and the
deep regret felt by the members of the Board at his decease.

All those present stood in silence as a tribute of respect to Iris
memory. *

A vote of thanks to Dr. Hellins for his address, to the Rector ana
to the ladies kindly undertaking the arrangements for tea, was pro-
posed by the secretary and carried with applause.

Although the day was one of incessant rain, six towers were repre-
sented, Gillingham, Mere, Stourton, Zeals, Hazelbury Bryan and
Kington Magna, and one enthusiast cycled over twenty miles to attend.
Methods practised on handbells included Grandsire, Stedman and
Plain Bob.
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HANDBELLS IN CHURCH.
THE REV. A. S. ROBERTS' EXPERIENCE.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I gladly tell 4Nemo * of the introduction of handbell
ringing here. Some weeks ago | introduced handbells at a meeting
of our Fellowship of Youth, and, being favourably impressed, | told
the members that we would look forward to ringing them in church
at Christmas. Handbell practice became a feature of our weekly
gatherings, and the Sunday week before Christmas, when announcing
the services for the festival, | said what was to be done, and that
we hoped to ring handbells before certain services.

The church being blacked out, we rang before the Midnight Mass
and again before the ordinary morning service on Christmas Day. We
have received no requests to repeat ou# performances because | had
announced also that the ringing would continue each Sunday morning
and evening afterwards,” but we have had many words of appreciation.

The arrangements for ringing are as follows : The tower here is at
the north-east corner of the church, and the handbells are arranged
in pairs in a circle on a soft rug under the tower arch, which is
actually between the high altar and ladv chapel altar. About
a quarter of an hour before the beginning of the service 1 go to the
choir vestry to fetch the young men who are either in the choir or
servers, and, each wearing his cassock, we go into the fchurcli. We
begin with a short collect, standing in front of the” separate pairs
of handbells, and then ring for approximately four minutes, we then
stop for two minutes, and those who have duties to do leave, whilst
others, some being young women, take over the bells. A further four
minutes’ ringing, and the organist commences playing immediately,
which is roughly five minutes before the service is due to begin.

At Christmas we rang rounds and *Queens * very creditably on our
ring of twelve (tenor size 20 in E flat). Of course, it will be a long
time before we advance beyond this on twelve, but I hope we shall
do more on lesser numbers.

At a practice | listened with others to the ringing from various
parts of the church, but the best effect was when one entered the
porch and door, for to be greeted by the sound of bells was most
inspiring and realistic. An interest and keenness has been created by
our innovation. 1 recommend that the ringers are towards the east
end of the church so that they can be seen, for this will prevent much
turning of heads amongst the assembling congregation in an effort to
see what is being done.

To change the subject, may | say that | hope that all the records
of peals rung at St. Nicholas’, Bristol, have Hot been lost. | remem-
ber the late Mr. Uriah Braven showing me the peal books belonging
to this tower when | was at his house several years ago; they were
in his keeping. A. S. ROBERTS.

Carbis Bay, Cornwall.

ohn Taylor & Gs

LOUGHBOROUGH.
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BELFRY GOSSIP.

At a recent meeting of the Blandford Clerical Club a paper was
read by the Rev. F. LI. Edwards on 4The care of our silent bells.” A
number of questions were asked and an interesting discussion ensued.
Among those present was the Bishop of Sherborne.

Fifty years ago to-day three peals were rung.
Triples at Bethnal Green by the College Youths. James Pettit called
Holt's Original and the band included Matthew Wood, Edward
Wallage, Walter Prime and Arthur Hughes. Frederick G. Newman
called Brooks' Variation of Thurstans' peal of Stedman Triples at
Sevenoaks, and the Cumberlands rang Stedman Caters at St. Giles’,
Camberwell, with George Newson as composer and conductor.

Mr. James George, who is still happily making progress, and sends
his greetings for tne New Year to all his friends, reminds us, in con-
nection with recent events at Coventry, that he is the last survivor
of the band ithat rang Coventry Cathedral bells for the last time.
That was on June 28th, 1885. At that period he was living in
Coventry and used to ring with the Coventry ringers.

On December 28th, 1820, the St. Martin's Youths of Birmingham
rang the then longest length of Stedman Cinques, 6,600 changes.

On the same date in 1872 a band was supposed to have rung at
Earlsheaton, in Yorkshire, Thomas Day’s 16,608 of Kent Treble Bob
Major, but it was afterwards admitted that the bells were jumped
into rounds at the end.

James W. Washbrook called two long, and at the time record, peals
on the last day of the year. One was 12,096 changes of Double
Norwich at Maidenhead in 1892, tlie other was 15,041 changes of
Stedman Caters at Appleton in 1888.

New Year's Day was the anniversary of several notable peals. In
1733 the Oxford men rang the first peal in the city. In 1754 the
Saffron Walden band ran** Holt's Original, the conductor taking a
rope. In 1793 James Barham rang his 100th peal, and in 1795 the
men_of Soham one of the first pfals of Double Norwich Court Bob
outside Norwich.

On January 4th, 1784, the Oldham men rang 14,480 changes of
Bob Major, composed and conducted by Thomas'Kay.

One was Grandsire

A MERSEYSIDE LOSS.

In one of the recent heavy air attacks on Merseyside a church with
a well-known ring of twelve bells was almost totally destroyed by
fire—but once again the tower withstood the ravages of the flames.

The loss of the church is a sad blow to the community, but the
tower may still be found strong enough to enable the bells to be
rung for the day of victory.

And later, doubtless, the church itself will rise again, for there has
been a church on this site for many centuries.

WHAT IS A GOOD METHOD ?
QUALITIES WHICH ARE NECESSARY.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Your correspondent, Mr. Harvey, writing on ‘What is
a good method ?' has certainly provided us with a number of ideals
which good methods should fulfil as far as possible. 1 am gjad he
quoted the remarks of the Rev. E. Bankes James with regard to
music; to get the bells coming up behind in the proper coursing
order, and to keep the coursing bells as near together as possible
seem to be the primary requirements for good music.

Cambridge has gained for itself the position which is occupied
by no other Surprise method, for it is undoubtedly the most widely
practised of all methods of this class. Why this should be so, 1
cannot say, for its false course ends allow of only one peal with the
tenors together, and, unless my counting has gone astray, there are
90 rows (and not 64 to 72) in the plain course with more than one
bell between the tenors. Points in its favour are (1) it allows of
pure extension to Royal and Maximus; (2) the bells come up behind
in their proper coursingi(order; and (3) all leading and place-making
is made hand and back.’

On looking through my collection of Surprise Major Methods, |
find one method which stands out above all the others in fulfilling
the requirements suggested in Mr. Harvey's letter. This method is
Bedford Surprise, composed by Mr. F. Dench and published in 4The
Ringing World *of March IOtii, 1939. The method lias, in my opinion,
the following good points: (1) It has only one false course end, 24365:
(2) the bells come up behind in their proper coursing order; (3) there
are only 54 rows in the plain course with more than one bell between
the tenors; (4) the longest period a bell occupies the same set of
places is for 14 rows in 3-4; (5) no pair of bells makes more than a
double dodge together; (6) it allows of pure extension to Royal and
Maximus.

| have never heard the metliod myself, and so | should be interested
to hear the opinion of someone who has rung it, for that, and that
alone, is the real test of 4What is a good method ?’

. . i MALCOLM MELVILLE.
Highcliffe, 81, County Road, Swindon.
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FAMOUS LONDON CHURCHES DESTROYED

ST. LAWRENCE JEWRY AND ST. BRIDE'S
AMONG THEM.

Renowned Rings of Bells.

The pitiful tale of famous London churches and other
historical buildings destroyed or damaged by enemy
action was seriously added to last Sunday night when the
Nazi aircraft dropped thousands of incendiary bombs in
the city and started numerous fires, in what was de-
scribed as a wanton and indiscriminate attack upon non-
military objectives.

THE CHURCH OF ST. LAWRENCE JEWRY AS
RINGERS KNEW IT.

The famous Guildhall and eight Wren churches were
gutted by fire. The churches were St. Bride’'s, Fleet
Street; St. Lawrence Jewry; St. Stephen’s, Coleman
Street; St. Vedast's, Foster Lane; St. Mary’s, Alder-
manbury; St. Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe; St. Anne and
St. Agnes, Gresham Street; and Christ Church, New-
gate Street, as well as St. Mary Woolnoth and St. Mary
Matfelon.

The Guildhall has been so completely destroyed that
only the shell remains, and with it must have gone many
of its treasures. At the beginning of the raid several in-
cendiary bombs fell on the roof, and efforts to extinguish
them seemed likely to be successful until the fire at the
nearby Church of St. Lawrence Jewry spread to the
Guildhall, and the conflagration got beyond control.
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Three of the lost churches are of outstanding interest
in the history of change ringing, and a fourth possessed
one of the three rings of six in the metropolis. Full par-
ticulars of the damage to the bells is not yet available,
but we fear it will prove to be serious. It is already
known, however, that the rings at St. Lawrence and St.
Bride’'s have been destroyed.

St. Lawrence Jewry, which stands in Gresham Street,
and from which the blaze spread to the Guildhall, was
rebuilt by Sir Christopher Wren after the Great Fire of
1666, and was the most expensive of all those designed
by him, if we except the steeple at St. Mary-le-Bow. It
was especially noted for the plaster work of its ceilings
and its wood carvings, the latter being the work of
Grinling Gibbons.

THE BELLS OF JEWRY.

The bells were a noble ring of eight, with a tenor of
32 cwt., and in the opinion of many people they ranked
among the very best in the country, some going so far
as to give them the first place.

They were cast at Whitechapel by James Bartlet in
1679, the tenor being recast by the same founder in 1687,
the treble by Pack and Chapman in 1775, and the second
by Richard Phelps in 1770. In recent years they had
been restored by Mears and Stainbank, and notwith-
standing a very long draught of rope the ‘ go ' was as
near perfection as possible.

Not many peals have been rung in the steeple, but it
was here that on May 17th, 1735, a band of College
Youths rang the first peal of Court Bob Major, with
Richard Spicer as conductor. The method was that
which later was known as Double London Court Bob,
though Jasper Snowdon formed the opinion that it was
an unknown variation of that method.

No other peal seems to have been rung on the bells
until the Jubilee of Queen Victoria in 1887, when a peal
of Grandsire Triples was accomplished, also by the Col-
lege Youths. One other we believe has since been rung.

Though the church itself was not very well known, the
striking steeple of St. Vedast, Foster Lane, was one of
the most familiar sights to the thousands who passed
along Newgate Street towards Cheapside. The bells, six
in number, were by John Darbie, of Ipswich, and had a
tenor of about 18 cwt. They had not been rung for many
years.

For some years, under the leadership of Mr. Albert A.
Hughes, there has been a regular and enthusiastic band
of ringers connected with St. Lawrence. Formed mainly
from choirmen and church keepers, they rang the bells
regularly every Sunday.

ST. STEPHEN’'S, COLEMAN STREET.

The ring at St. Lawrence was the oldest in London,
and the next oldest was at St. Stephen’s, Coleman Street.
That church is also among those destroyed. The bells
were cast in 1693 by James Bartlet, with a tenor of 14
cwt. The original treble, second, third, fifth and sixth
were still in the tower, but the tenor had been recast by
Mears in 1833 and the others by John Waylett in 1772.

In 1733 the College Youths rang the first peal in the
steeple, one of Bob Triples, with William Laughton as
conductor. The next peal was Bob Major by the Eastern
Scholars, and an account of that performance was cut in
the lead roof of the church, a unique record which has

almost certainly now been destroyed.
(Continued on next page.)
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(Continued from previous page.)

The Eastern Scholars rang- another peal of Bob Major
in 1747, and after that there are no known performances
until the early years of the nineteenth century.

On April 2nd, 1827, the reconstructed St. James’
Society rang their first peal at St. Stephen’s, and it was
followed by several others.

Of late years there has been very little ringing at the
church, but two interesting performances took place
there. One was the first peal of London Surprise Major
in the City of London, which was rung on January 14th,
1890, by a band from Brighton; the other was the first
peal by the Irish Association outside Ireland. It was Bob
Major on St. Patrick’'s Day, 1905.

ST. BRIDE'S BELLS LOST.

Deeply as the loss of St. Lawrence’s and St. Stephen’s
bells will be felt, there are many who will regret even
more the destruction of Rudhall's fine ring of twelve at
St. Bride’s, which now lie smashed and destroyed at the
base of the famous steeple. The tenor was the first to
crash, and it now lies broken into three pieces among
the charred remains of the old oak frame.

The roof of the church has gone, the gallery organ
and pews are a mass of charred woodwork, and only the
stone walls, the tower and the spire remain.

Few, if any, bells have played a greater part in the
history of our art. On them was rung the first peal of
Caters and the first peal of Cinques, the first peal of Bob
Major, the first of Royal and the first of Maximus. For
many years the belfry was a stronghold of the College
Youths, at the time when Benjamin Annable was their
leader, and beneath its shadow at the Barley Mow they
held their meetings. Annable himself sleeps within the
tower where he was laid in 1756. A full account of the
bells and the ringing on them will be found in our issue
of May 10th last and the following weeks.

OTHER DAMAGED CHURCHES

St. Mary Woolnoth stands at the junction of Lombard
Street and King William Street on one of the most
prominent building sites in the whole world. The church
was designed by Hawkesmoor, and has a facade with
twin towers, which contain two bells.

St. Anne and St. Agnes is a Wren church of no great
artistic or historical value. An early ring of five was
destroyed by fire as far back as the end of the sixteenth
century, since when the church has never had more than
two bells.

The two other city churches which have suffered badly
are St. Mary’s, Aldermanbury, and St. Andrew-by-the-
Wardrobe. Both are Wren churches.

Three bells from Avenbury Church in Herefordshire,
which was pulled down, were hung in the steeple of St.
Andrew’s. One of them, dating from the fifteenth cen-
tury, was credited with curious powers, for it was said
to have tolled of its own accord on the deaths of the last
two vicars of Avenbury.

St. Mary’s is largely associated with Henry Condall,
one of Shakespeare’'s companions, and one of the men
who collected and published the great poet’'s works. He
was, there is reason to suppose, the ancestor of John
Cundall, who at one time was so prominent a member of
the Society of College Youths.

Christ Church, Newgate Street, was originally the

church of the Grey Friars, who came to England in 1224.
(Continued in next column.)
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THE FIRST PEAL IN SOUTH AFRICA.

To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Your mention of the peal at Woodstock, South Africa,
is interesting to' myself, as indirectly my father was concerned in its
success.

In the year 1882, shortly after my father commenced ringing he
changed his lodgings, going to live at Wanstead with Mrs. Priest,
mother of Mr. James Priest, one of the band which rang the peal at
Woodstock. James Priest and my father were of the same age and
became fast friends, and James nreded little persuasion to take up
ringing. He was an apt pupil and between the years 1882-1890, when
he went to South Africa, rang many peals.

When my father left London for a few years to be closer to his
home, James followed him and took part in the first peal on Mon-
mouth bells, which was my father's first as conductor. Soon after-
wards they both returned to London.

One of my earliest recollections is coming from Wanstead to Ley-
tonstone, where we lived, with Mr. Priest, who was my godfather,
and my father after Sunday morning ringing. | also remember his
visit to Crayford to say good-bye before sailing.

Mr. Priest was a Cumberland Youth and with this society he rang
his last peal before leaving. It was at St. Mary Abbot’s, Kensington,
and was his first peal on ten bells.

There are at least two ringers living who will remember Mr. Priest,
Mr. Ranli, of Loughton, and Mr. Harry Brown, of Newport, late of
Monmouth It is quite possible Mr. Fussell may also recollect him.

Shortly before 1890, two good ringers also left Wanstead for South
Africa, Lewis Green and Arthur H. Gardom. The latter was also a
clever conductor, and it was to the former that Mr. Priest went. T
rather fancy Mr. Green retired and returned to England a few years
ago, and I am almost certain that he, too, was in the Woodstock peal.

Some five years ago the late Mr. Alfred Pye spent a holiday in
South Africa and visited Mr Priest. He gave me his address and |
wrote to him. He replied, but, unfortunately, in moving about, I
have lost his letter and have been unable to write since.

E. BARNETT.

THE DESTRUCTION IN LONDON.
(Continued from previous column.)
The building was destroyed in 1666 and rebuilt by Wren.
It has a fine tower, but neither in the old church nor in
the later one were there more than two bells.

For hours on Sunday night St. Paul’'s was surrounded
by a veritable sea of fire, but we are thankful to say that
the noble cathedral came out of the ordeal unscathed.

Other London churches badly damaged in recent raids,
which may now be mentioned by name, are St. John'’s,
Horsleydown, where the first peal of Stedman Caters was
rung, St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green, where for so many
years Matthew A. Wood was steeplekeeper, and St.
John’s, Waterloo Road, where before the last war many
Surprise Major peals were rung.

A MIRACULOUS ESCAPE.

Almost surrounded at o.ne time on Sunday evening by
a blazing inferno, the famous oTd Bell Foundry, known
to ringers for nearly five centuries, still stands amid a
scene of desolation, and we are very glad to be able to
say that, despite a terrifying experience, Mr. and Mrs.
A. A. Hughes are safe. Buildings all around them went
up in flames, burning cinders and sparks, falling like a
snowstorm, twice set fire to the temporary roof of one
of the workshops, and swept through the broken win-
dows of the carpenters’ shop, but always providentially
failed to get any hold. Mr. and Mrs. Hughes and their
son stood by, helpless. St. Mary Matfelon Church
nearby was ablaze, the bells fell from the tower with a
crash that sounded like a bomb and long after the
‘ raiders past ' signal had been given the dangerous and
awe inspiring spectacle went on. Then, when the imme-
diate risk to their own home had passed, Mr. and Mrs.
Hughes busied themselves with supplying refreshments
to firemen who were working heroically to extinguish
the fires all about them.
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ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

MEETING AT COLCHESTER.
The Year Reviewed.

The annual meeting of the North-Eastern Division of the Essex
Association was held on December 7th at All Saints’ Parish Church,
Colchester, 21 ringers attending from eleven towers, viz., Colghester,
Halstead, Thorrington, Tendring, Mistley, Barking, Great Bentley,
Braintree, Groton, Harwich and Dedham. Handbell ringing was not
indulged in to any great extent, but members seemed content to
exchange greetings and talk on the past and present day topics.
However, the proceedings, which started at 2 p.m., continued until
9 o’clock.

A service was held in the church at 4 p.m. conducted by the Vicar
(the Rev. R. H. Jack), who gave the members a hearty welcome. He
said they were the most enthusiastic of bellringers, otherwise they
would not be there. He said how sorry he was for them in not being
able to ring the bells owing to the ban. He hoped the day would
soon come when they should be ringing the bells again, not for the
days of peril, but for peace and great joy in all the world. ‘ Retain
your enthusiasm,” he went on, ‘tor | tear that when the great day
of victory ccmes, many of our men and the ladies as well will have
found new attractions" and occupations; strive on and be ready to
take your places in the belfries to call people to worship.’

The ringers then returned to the hall for tea, which was followed by
the business meeting, with the Master, Mr. G. Waterman, in the
chair.

SECRETARY'S REPORT.

The report of the district secretary (Mr. L. Wright) was read. It
was with much regret that in making his first report he was not
able to record any great achievements. That, as they knew, was not
his fault. During the month of June, campanology for the first time
in the history of the art had its activities banned by the Ministry of
Home Security. Since then several attempts have been made to get
the ban lifted, but so far with no success. The report of the district
must not, therefore, be considered too discouraging. During the year
one peal was rung, viz., Bob Minor in seven methods, conducted by
Urban W. Wildney. Meetings were held at Tendring, Kirby-le-Soken,
Ardleigh and All Saints’, Colchester, with an average attendance of
20. One honorary and eleven ringing members were elected. The
towers in union with the association showed a decrease of one.
Ardleigh was rejoining, but Wivenhoe was waiting until after the
war before rejoining. Owing to enemy action, one of their churches
with its little peal of five no longer existed. TIif£ honorary members
in the division now numbered seven and ringing members 94. As
far as was known, 14 members were now serving in H.M. Forces. If
to these names anyone could add others he would be thankful: Noel
Foakes and Alfred Osborne, from Mistley; Roger Cadamy, Colchester-
Fred Orriss, Great Holland; Victor Morley, Great Tey; Wilfred
Gusterson and Jack Edwards, Little Horkesley; Urban Wildney,
Kirby-le-Soken; Albert Hales, Tendring; Ernest J. Durrant, Thorpe;
Jack-Stone, Thorington; B. Leggett and V. B. Leggett, Wormingford;
S. Moss, Mistley. Many hours had been spent with the aid of var“ms
tower secretaries in trying to bring the news of the district up to
date in the report, and if by chance there were still some mistakes
that needed rectifying, he hoped someone will bring them to his notice.
Lastly, the secretary thanked all the members, and specially the
tower secretaries, for giving him their support and help during a
very trying year.

The members expressed their pleasure at this new innovation of a
secretary’s report for the North-Eastern Division.

DISTRICT OFFICERS.

Mr. G. Waterman was re-elected to serve as District Master for the
ensuing year, and Mr. L. Wright as district secretary.

A new item on the agenda (under Rule 1) was the election of two
members to serve on the General Committee, and Mr. Alan R. Andrews
and Mr. C. A. Ellis were elected.

It was decided to hold the next meeting at Little Clacton some
time in March.

Mr. R. W. Stannard conveyed greetings and good wishes from the
Master of the College Youths (Mr. E. G. Fenn), who remarked that
it gave him much pleasure to see that they were carrying on. He
wished the meeting every success.

The Master then proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the Vicar for
allowing the meeting to take place in his parish and for his warm
welcome and address; also to the organist and the blower for their
services.—Mr. C. A. Ellis supported the motion and added a word of
praise to the district secretary for his services and the very line report
which he had compiled.

The Master, before closing, expressed his pleasure at the presence
at the meeting of Miss Hilda G. Snowdon, lion, district secretary of
the Northern Division, and Mr. L. W. Wiffen, of Braintree.

The Vicar then added further words of welcome. It gave him great
pleasure to have the ringers at his church and parish, and hoped he
would again be with them in happier days.

Handbells were lent by St. Peter’s ringers and Mr. W. Chalk.
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THE BAN ON CHURCH BELLS.
ARCHBISHOP'S REGRET.

That the people of this country missed the sound of the church
bells at Christmas is to be found in evidence forthcoming from every
part of the land, but the bells were not forgotten.

In addition to the sound of the bells of Bethlehem heard over the
wireless on Christmas Eve, the B.B.C. put mention of the bells in
the forefront of their Christmas announcements in the 9 o’clock news
on Christmas morning, and expressed the widespread regret that this
age old feature of the festival had for the first time for more than a
thousand years to be lost to us.

MILITARY NECESSITY.

The Archbishop of Canterbury made an effort to'get the ban on
church bells lifted for Christmas Day and Sunday services, but with-
out success. The following statement was issued by the Archbishop
a day or two before Christmas :(—

The Archbishop of Canterbury has made strong representations to
the Government urging that the time has now come when the existing
Order forbidding any ringing of church bells except for the purpose
of giving warning in the event of any threatened invasion by the
enemy might be modified so as to permit the ringing of the bells on
Christmas Day and thereafter on Sundays only immediately before the
accustomed hours of morning and evening prayer.

The Secretary of State for War received these representations with
full understanding and sympathy. But he has now informed the Arch-
bishop that the highest military authorities are unable to advise that
any change in the existing Order should be made and that he feels
bound to accept this decision. The Archbishop greatly regrets it and
believes that it will cause much disappointment throughout the
country.

Many church services were, however, not entirely without bells,
for, acting on the suggestion made in ‘ The Ringing World,” handbells
were rung in many places immediately before the services on Christ-
mas Dav.

EXPLANATION NEEDED.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—It seems -to me that the problem of the ban on bells
would be simplified, even if not solved, if only the authorities would
give us their reason for the ban, and | am not aware that this has
been done up to the present. Has it ever been asked for?

The Englishman is a reasonable person,'but it is against his nature
to be driven blindly, and | feel that if we were given an adequate
motive for the ban we should all willingly agree, and the matter
would drop.

If, however, the reason given appeared to be inadequate, then it
would be up to us ringers to suggest a better alternative, as criticism
should be constructive as well as destructive; for example, if the
idea is to reserve the beils solely for use as an alarm in the case of
invasion, then this would seem a very inadequate reason, as a bugler
going round on a bicycle or in a car would be much more effective.
The bugle is a very powerful and penetrating apparatus; it only
needs one man to perform on it, and he can go round about with it,
whereas the audibility of bells in a fixed position depends on the
direction of the wind and the distance you live away from them.
Qur air raid siren has the same defect, and the wardens’ whistles
going round seem to be more useful.

If, on the other hand, there is some secret reason for the ban,
which would be of value to the enemy if divulged, then we should be
told so plainly, and argument would cease.

Could the Central Council be asked to obtain the reason and publish
the correspondence in ' The Ringing World'?

i J. BRUCE WILLIAMSON.
Southcliff, Ventnor, I.W.

MISSED BELLS AT CHRISTMAS.

How much the public missed the bells at Christmas is vividly indi-
cated by the following extract from a private letter from a non-
ringing lady at Mayfield, Sussex, to a non-ringing friend. She wrote:

‘Wasn't it a nice, quiet Christmas? No bombs or planes for two
nights. One could almost forget there was a war but for the bells
not ringing out to greet the feast. We did miss them. There were
plenty of small carol singers about, but one wanted the peals of the
villages round.’

BELL ROPES

MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX.
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT
CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.

Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. 'Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM
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CHRISTMAS BELLS.
WHERE HANDBELLS WERE RUNG.

At Nuneaton Parish Church, Grandsire Triples was rung on hand
bells from the chancel steps on Christmas Day by four members of
the Warwickshire Guild, Mr. T. Chapman, of Nuneaton, and Mr. E.
Stone and his two sons, Percy and Fred, now of Coventry and late of
Nuneaton.

It was greatly appreciated by the members of the congregation.
Mr. Chapman and Fred Stone (14) are respectively the oldest and
youngest active members of the Warwickshire Guild

At Coalbrookdale, Salop, on Christmas Dav, before and after the
11 a.m. service, the local ringers rang handbells from the chancel
steps, including well-struck rounds ana set changes on twelve bells,
also several plain courses of Grandsire Triples. The ringing was very
much enjoyed and appreciated by a large congregation, and arrange-
mments will be made In future, whenever possible, to ring handbells
before morning and evening services.

Handbells were rung before idivine service Ol Christmas Day at
Guildford, both at the Cathedral and at S. Nicolas’ Church.

At Donington, Lincolnshire, for morning service on Christmas Day,
courses of Grandsire Triples were rung by G. Short 1-2, P. Markham
3-4, C. Warder 56, S. V. Woods 7-8.

At Tunstall, on handbells, for divine services, a quarter-peal of
Grandsire Triples, 1,260 changes, was rung by G. H. Spice 1-2, Miss
Betty Spice 3-4, John E. Spice 5-6, and W. Spice, sen. 7-8. Conducted
by W. fepice and rung in the belfry, which is on the around floor of
the church. Also touches of Grandsire Triples and plain courses of
Stedman Triples and Grandsire Caters with the following other mem-
bers of the Tunstall band taking part: Mrs. G. H. Spice, W. Spice,
jun., and J. Webb

A HALESWORTH COMMENT.

Touches of Grandsire Doubles and Plain Bob were rung on hand-
bells at Halesworth Parish Church before the morning service on
Christmas Day. ‘ The Halesworth Times ' had the following comment:

The church bells are silent. If they ring it would not be a peaceful
summons to worship but a call to arms. They would be proclaiming
warning of an enemy invasion.

It would not be the Sirst time in our history that church bells have
been used as an urgent summons to men to protect their homes.
The old prayers of the church are full of phrases reflecting days of
danger and assault in words that have come alive again in these last
months. Our fathers won our liberties for us at a great price of
vigilance and sacrifice.

Whether or not we are to hear the church bells ring the tocsin
before this war is over, let their very silence remind us of our debt
to the past and our responsmlllty in the present. We must watch
and work, for our land is in peril and with it the liberties of mankind.

If we are faithful, one day the church bells will rock the steeples
to celebrate victory and we shall reap in joy what we have sown in
tears.

IN LIGHTER VEIN.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The following is ah account of an alleged peal which
appeared in *The Bell News ' some 40 years ago, which some of your
readers may remember, and which was produced, | suppose, partly
in fun and partly in satire on those who delight in ringing peals
with some uncommon feature, such as ‘ Johns* or ‘James’ or even
colours of surnames. Here it is :—

BALD-HEADED PEAL.
On the 1st day of April 18—
At the Church of St. Mudstan,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5,040 CHANGES.
Holt's Ten-Part. Tenor 350th size in B sharp
*John Keteh Lowes Moore

fCitron Peel........ 2 Jno. McArony 6
Shore Ditch, Esq.. 3 Merry Vale 7
*Guy Fawkes 4 JTitus Oates.. Tenor

Conducted by Jno. McArony, who marked off every lead as it was
rung. All the above band were bald-headed. Some difficulty was
experienced in getting a company together having this peculiarity,
which was surmounted by those marked * having their heads shaved
off (i.e., their hair) previous to starting for the peal, t First peal
inside, t First peal outside. Great credit is due to the ringers of
the above as the weather being very warm at the time, the flies
were very troublesome. J. R. B.

TOWER CLOCKS . b.

Weight Driven or Electric, by the
WORLD'S OLDEST MAKERS
ESTABLISHED OVER 300 VYEARS

Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request
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JOHN BOWTELL, OF CAMBRIDGE.

To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Ringing in Cambridge during the last hundred years has
never reached a very high standard, but there was a time when the
town had a good twelve bell band, and ‘on Monday, January 21st,
1788, was rung, in the Tower of St. Mary-the-Great a true and
exquisite peal, consisting of 6,600 changes of Bob Maximus, in 5 hours
and 5 minutes, tenor 28 cwt., without a false change, by the under-
mentioned Cambridge Youths: J. Smith, first; W. Bland; second;
R. Laughton, third; J. Lawson, fourth; J. Coe, fifth; T. Steers, sixth;
T. Jones, seventh; P. Gould, elghth C. Day, nlnth W. Young, tenth-
J. Hazard eleventh J. Bowtell tenor. Bobs by C. Day.’

It will be-153 years ago next January since this peal was rung, and
as far as | know this length of Bob Maximus still stands as the record
in the method. It may well be the longest time any peal has stood
as a record.

John Bowtell, who rang the tenor, was a bookseller. 1 have before
me a half-length portrait of him reproduced from the original which
hangs in the board room of Addenbrook’'s Hospital, Cambridge.

He was born in the parish of Holy Trinity on August 1st, 1753. On
October 21st, 1773, he was elected a member of the Society of Cam-
bridge Youths and resigned on September 6th, 1810. Why he re-
signed at the early age of 57 | do not know. Probably an explanation
may be found in his will, in which he left considerable sums of money
to St. Michael's and Holy Trinity Churches, but none to St. Mary's,
the headquarters of the Cambridge Youths. Something may have
happened to displease him.

His marriage took place at St. Edward’'s Church in October, 1786
and he lived from 1791 to 1813 at the red brick Georgian house,
32, Trinity Street. This house still remains, the ground floor now
being used as a clothier’s shop.

Bowtell also rang the tenor at St. Mary-the-Great to 6,000 Oxford
Treble Bob Royal on February 16th, 1790, and to 7,002 Grandsire
Caters on October 31st, 1791. He died on December 1st, 1813, and
was buried in the east end of St. Michael's Church beside his wife

Cambridge. E. E. HIBBINS.

LONG STANDING RECORDS.

In his account of John Bowtell, of Cambridge, Mr. Ernest HiEbins
mentions the peal of Bob Maximus, 6,600 changes, rung at Great St.
Mary’s in 1788, which, after 152 years, still remains the longest length
n tlhe method, and he asks whether any other record has ever stood
so long.

The answer is that there are some others which have stood even
‘onger, but obviously only records in more or less standard methods
can be compared to this one. The 10,080 of Double Bob Major at
Harrietsham (1746) has stood as the record for 194 years, and the
8,100 of Bob Royal at Leeds in Kent (1751) for 189 years. The 12000
of Oxford Treble Bob Royal by the Cumberland Youths at Shoreditch
in 1784 has stood unbeaten for 156 years. The College Youths held
for 152 years the Grandsire Cinque? record, which they gained by
ringing 8,008 changes at Southwark in 1735, and the Norwich Scholars
held tli3 Grandsire Caters record with 12,600 changes from 1737 till
1888, 151 years. Oiie of these two latter equals the Cambridge record
the “ ther is one year less. The Cumberlands have held the record
for Oxford Treble Bob Maximus since 1802, 138 years.

BELLS OF VICTORY.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In olden times we rang the bells when the news came
of great victories like Blenheim and Trafalgar and Waterloo, and it
is natural for men to ask why we should be forbidden to ring for
the good news from Egypt. But the cases are not alike.

The old victories were the culmination of the campaigns. They
were fought within very narrow fields and between sunrise and sunset
and the results were décisive.

The most striking successes in modern warfare are usually only the
preliminaries to operations which extend over scores and perhaps
hundreds of miles and may take weeks and even months. They are
not victories, though they may lead on to victories. Too often they
lead to disappointment and disillusionment. We remember the first
day of the Somme, that loudly proclaimed victory with its thousands
of prisoners and hundreds of captured guns. We know now that it
was no victory and but a qualified success.

Once only during the last war did we ring our bells. That was
for Cambrai in 1917, a resounding success followed within a week or
so with a disastrous setback. There is only one victory for which
we need really ring our bells and that is the last one. Meanwhile
we must hope and work and endure. SPE

JOYCE & CO. LTD.

WHITCHURCH, SALOP.

We have experts visiting all parts of the British liles, and shall be pleased
to carry out restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tover Clock
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ST. MARTIN’'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755). — Annual meeting
will be held at the Tamworth Arms, Moor Street, Birm-
ingham, on Saturday, Jan. 4th, 1941, at 4 p.m. prompt;
followed by tea. Handbell practice and social evening to
follow.—T. H. Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136, Newton Road,
Sparkhill, Birmingham 11.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. — Burton
District.— Annual meeting at Ashby Parish Church on
Saturday, Jan. 4th, 1941. Handbells available at 3 p.m.,
followed by business meeting at 4 p.m. in Vestry. It is
hoped to arrange tea afterwards. Please make an effort
to attend.—J. W . Cotton, Overseal, Burton-on-Trent.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Western District.—
The annual district meeting will be held at Wanstead
on January 4th, in the Schoolroom, at 3 o’clock. Hand-
bells will be available. Outstanding subscriptions will be
gratefully received at this meeting.—J. H. Crampion,
Hon. Sec., 7, Cedar Avenue, Chadwell Heath.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Lough-
borough District.— The annual meeting will be held at
Hugglescote on Saturday, January 4th. Handbells in
Schoolroom (near church) from 2.30. Meeting and con-
vivial at Castle Inn 6 p.m. Business to include election
of district officers for 1941, etc. Owing to catering diffi-
culties, tea cannot be arranged, but it is hoped to obtain
light refreshments afterwards. Will all towers please see
that they are represented at this meeting. Other ringers
cordially invited.—A. E. Rowley, Hon. Sec.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.—
Next meeting will be held at the Coffee Pot, Warwick

Lane, E.C., on Saturday, January 4th, 1941, at 3 p.m.
Handbell ringing afterwards.—A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec.,
Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

ST. MARY'S CATHEDRAL (GLASGOW)
SOCIETY.— The annual meeting will be held in the

Synod Hall, Holyrood, Quadrant, W.3, on Saturday,
January 11th, at 3 p.m. Tea 4 p.m., followed by tower
bells (10). All ringers welcome. We extend the com-

pliments of the season to all.— E. Stafford, Hon. Sec.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.—The next
meeting will be held at Pudsey on Saturday, January
11th. Handbells in the Park Hotel from 2.30 p.m., other
arrangements as usual. A good attendance is desired.—
H. Lofthouse, 8, Wortley Road, Leeds, 12.

G & F. COPE & CO.,
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NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—A
meeting will be held at Newcastle-under-Lyme, on Satur-
day, Jan. 11th. Tower open at 3 p.m. Bells (6) without
clappers and handbells available. Will those requiring
tea kindly notify me before Wednesday. Fourth annual
dinner February 22nd.— Andrew Thompson, 63, White-
house Road, Cross Heath, Newcastle, Staffs.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— General
quarterly meeting at Derby on Saturday, January 11th.
Committee meet. 3 p.m. General meeting 4 p.m., in
St. Peter’'s Parish Hall (adjoining church). Tea at
nearby cafe. Handbells will be available, and it is hoped
a good muster of members and friends will attend.—
Ernest Morris, Gen. Hon. Sec., 24, Coventry Street,
Leicester.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO-
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— The annual meeting,
which was not held on December 14th, has been re-
arranged for Saturday, January 11th, at'the Haymarket
Hotel (opposite St. James’ Church in the Horsefair).
Handbells from 2.45 p.m. Tea and meeting to follow.
The meeting will be over by 5 o’clock for those who wish
to get away.— A. M. Tyler, Hon. Sec.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.—The an-
nual meeting will be held at Barnsley on Saturday,
January 11th. Handbell contest at Rectory Rooms at
3.30 p.m., followed by the general meeting. Tea at
Royal Hotel at 5.30 p.m., followed by social evening and
handbell ringing. . Those requiring teas must notify me
not later than January 10th. All are welcome.— D.
Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, Chapel Street, Shafton, near
Barnsley.

HERTS ASSOCIATION.—Watford District.— Meet-
ing at Guides’ Studio, Falconer Road, Bushey, Saturday,
January 18th. Open from 2.30. Handbell practice and
social chats. Tea arranged. All who are interested in
ringing are welcome.— C. H. Horton, 53, Aldenham
Road, Bushey (City 4270).

HANDELLS WANTED.
WANTED.—Set of 12 HANDBELLS by Shaw in B
flat, with extra semitone if possible— Box 33, *‘ The
Ringing World.’

GREETINGS.
To all my friends.— Many thanks for Christmas good
wishes. Best of luck to you all for 1941.— Fred Price,
273, Albert Road, Aston Manor, Birmingham, 6.

JiZrs 'COLLEGE YOUTHS’

A History of the Society
5/6 (post free) from

‘THE RINGING WORLD' rrey. ROAD
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The Central Council Publications

TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE*
from the
Rev. E. S. POWELL, Staverton Vicarage, Daventry
d
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section [I. (Odd-Bell Treble
Dominated Methods) .o s
COLLECTION OF PEALS Section H. (Plain Bob and
Double Oxford Bob) ... * .. 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS Section HI. (Double NorW|ch) 9
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS 1 0
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF
BELLS .. .. n
METHOD SHEETS. Stedman and Grandswe Trlple* 3
Cambridge Surprise Major  ......cceeee. 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ... 2
HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS .......... 2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .o 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New
EdITiON)  wovoceceeieeeceeeieecee et es sttt et 2 0

The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.

'ROPE-SIGHT, Is. 10d.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.

*GRANDSIRE, 2s. 10d. = second edition; 204 pages, commencing on
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘' STANDARD METHODS, ninth edition, 2s. 10d.

‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. 10d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof ana composition.

1TREBLE BOB,* Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.

*SURPRISE METHODS, 2s. 10d. A book by the late Rev. C. D P.
Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
M lbs M ARGARET E, SNOWDON
Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulverston, Lancs

PUBLICATIONS.

‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply
Explained,” 9th thousand, 6$d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen,
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd

thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR, for those
about to begin more advanced methods. each,

6s. gd. dozen, post free.
Wonersh, Surrey.

From M. Broome, Orchards,

THE RINGERS' HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL.
Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire,
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.
Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2/9
(6 copies for 15/-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp.,
1/2 (6 copies for 6 /-).

Obtainable only poet free from Rev. E. 8.
Staverton'Vioarage, near Daventry.

POWELL,

January 3rd, 1941.

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES*

NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON 8TRETCHJINC
Eat. 1820 Tel. 2400

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

Oraer your Bell Ropes now, before prices increase,
pre-war quality, and send us your old Bell Ropes
for repairs whilst not in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING MATS AND BELL MUFFLERS

Suitable for Presentation or
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IKKSTMD K , in Solid Silver
Diameter 2%$in 2lin, 3im. 3iin, 4in. 4jin. Bin. 5Hn.
Prioe 18/8 22/8 28/8 33/8 42/- 52/8 87/8 788

The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E.RUSSELL

Telephone 276

and Optician
W O K IN G

SMITH of DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven

Makers of many famous clocks, in-
cluding St. Paul’'s Cathedral, London,
and throughout the world.

John Smith & Sons, Midland Clook Works,
Derby, Ltd.

Head Office and Works, Queen St., Derby

Tel. No. DERBY 4SS69 Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Guild-

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd.,
the Rolls House Publiahmg Co., Ltd., Bream.
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THE PROTECTION OF TOWERS.

The recent destructive fires which have occurred, as the
result of enemy action, in London and other cities, bring-
ing' about the loss of churches among other valuable
buildings, have led to an overhaul of the methods to com-
bat the menace which the dropping of incendiary bombs
creates. New measures are to be taken, and we hope
that they will include provision for the watching of
churches as well as other structures. Had this practice
been insisted upon in the past it is likely that we should
have had to regret the loss of fewer churches than we do
to-day. It has been proved that, when promptly at-
tacked, fire bombs can often be extinguished before real
destruction of property takes place, and it is as essential
to preserve our churches as it is buildings of other types.
The damage which has occurred among churches has
shown that, so far as the structure is concerned, the
tower has best withstood the fire, but, unfortunately, the
contents, including the bells, have in most cases been
destroyed. This is not surprising, because, once the
blaze, sweeping through the church itself, reaches the
tower, the latter tends to act as a shaft, and the fire roars
up it as through a chimney flue. How far this can be
guarded against must depend upon the circumstances of
each building and the practicable steps that are open to
those responsible.

Mr. E. A. Young, a member of the Towers and Bel-
fries Committee of the Central Council, and himself an
architect with a vast experience of fire protection in Lon-
don buildings, writes in this issue on the subject and
makes suggestions which ringers might well bring to the
notice of their Church Councils. There may be many in-
stances where it will be impossible to take any effective
steps, on the ground of lack of the essential materials
or labour, or for other reasons, but there will be other
cases where protection may well be possible. No build-
ing wherever situated is now safe from enemy action,
although, of course, some places are more liable to attack
than others, but the more vulnerable the position the more
important it is that steps should be taken for the safety
of the towers and their contents. It is sometimes over-
looked that the bells are among the most valuable and
often the most historic possessions in the church, and
where it is possible to protect them by blocking up with
fire-resisting material any openings leading from the
church into the tower, such action ought assuredly to be
taken. Where the tower opens into the church with an
arch or even a.doorway, the problem is, of course, a much
more difficult one, but the protection of the underside of
the first floor should receive consideration. There may

(Continued on page 14.)
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(ESTABLISHED 1833).
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In the World.
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Bankfield Terrace, Burley, Leeds.
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Study this latest phase of the Art
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The System is fully explained in
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be many places where this matter has never even been
given thought, and ringers may be doing a great service
by calling attention to risks which might be averted.

Next to protecting the interior of the tower itself is the
safeguarding of the contents. The general removal of
bells would be a prodigious task which, we imagine, is
out of the question, and at this stage even the removal
of historic bells appears almost an impossibility. Bells,
therefore, seem destined to be left to their fate unless they
can be safeguarded where they hang. There are, how-
ever, minor possessions which might well be removed, and
we particularly refer to peal boards and any interesting
books which may be in the towers. Some historic boards
have been lost in the last week or two, including the re-
cord of the first peal ever rung by the College Youths,
which was also the first peal on twelve bells. This has
been destroyed at St. Bride’s, in London. The question,
of course, at once arises as to whether it is safer to leave
such things in a church or take them away, but if they
can be taken to fireproof protection we feel that recent
experience points to removal with, of course, the official
approval of responsible church authorities. Merely to
take them from the tower to a private house, when one
is as likely to be bombed as the other, would be of no
advantage; if anything is done it should be to store
these treasures in places of increased safety. An example
of this may be seen in the wise action taken by the Col-
lege Youths when they placed their most valuable pro-
perty in the strong room at St. Paul's'Cathedral. The
chances of losing it in its customary keeping were at one
time not very great; but fire fell upon the headquarters
premises of the society on Sunday week and, but for the
foresight exercised, many valuable and irreplaceable re-
cords might have been lost. It may be that in some
places it will be felt that the church tower is still the
safest spot in which to keep these old boards. That is
a matter which the ringers, in conjunction with the church
authorities, must decide, but whatever is or is not done,
where there are boards of any interest and value they
should be carefully copied, so that at any rate future
generations may have precise details of what these ancient
records had to tell us.

DEATH OF MR. WILLIAM BOLTON.
FORMER MASTER OF LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH
ASSOCIATION.

The death took place on Sunday, December 29th, of Mr. William
Bolton, of Cardiff. He had been ill for a long time and had taken no
actual part in ringing for the last few years. Previous to his going
to South Wales Mr. Bolton was a ringer at Bradford, Yorkshire. He
joined the Llandaff and Monmouth Diocesan Association on July 2nd,
1910. at Bridgend, prior to the ringing of a peal of Grandsire Triples.
He soon became a useful and helpful member and did his Sunday
service ringing at Cardiff and Llandaff Cathedral. In 1918 Mr. Bolton
was elected Master. In 1925 he was one of the representatives of
the association on the Central Council, which he attended at Chester.
On this occasion he rang a peal of Stedman Triples, conducted by
Mr. Harold J. Poole. He rang many peals in the four standard
methods from Triples to Royal and was always to be found on the
heavy end.

His profession as a clerk of works for several years took him to
many parts of the country, where he made many friends.

The funeral took place on Friday, January 3rd,"” at Marshfield, near
Cardiff, two of his oldest peal ringing colleagues being present, namely,
Mr. G. Large and Mr. J. W. Jones (hon. secretary of the association).
A contingent of the 5th Battalion South Wales Borderers stationed
at Marshfield also attended. He was buried close to the tower where
he had rung several peals.

HIGHWEEK, DEVON.—At Perry Farm on handbells on December
15th, 120 each of London Doubles, Morning Star, Hudebras, College
Doubles and April Day. Also 180 Bob Minor. On December 22nd,
360 Bob Minor: J. E. Lilley 1-2, C. R. Lilley (conductor) 3-4, E. W.
Beckworth 5-6.
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HANDBELL PEALS.

LONDON.

THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON
DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sunday, December 22, 1940. in | wo Hours and 7hirty-Threc Minutes,
Ai 21 Stonar Road, Pai msis Gbkbn, N.13,
A PEAL OF URANDS8IRE TRIPLES, 6040 CHANGES;
Groves' T ransposition of Parkbr's Twelve-part.
1-2 llsaac J Attwater
3-4 | Walter J. Bowden
Conducted by John T homas.
* First peal of Triples. W. J. Bowden’s 100th peal.

mJohn C. Nash
John T homas

STONEY STANTON, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
(Hinckley District.)
On Saturday, December 28, 1940, in One Hour and Fifty-Eight Minutes,
At Brooklyn Cottage, Hinckley Road.
A PEAL OF DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;

Consisting of 1,440 Canterbury, 2,160 Plain Bob and 1,440 Grandsire.
Tenor size 15 in C.
Alfred Jordon 1-2 |Alfred Ballard..............

W alter J. Clocgh .. b5-6
Conducted by A. Ballard.

Rung on the occasion of the wedding of Mr. J. H. Bailess, of Croft,
and Miss 1. Jervis, of Stoney Stanton. The bridegroom is a very
active member of the Hinckley District of the M.C.A.

3-4

LONDON.
THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON
DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sunday, December 29, 1940, in Two Hours and Thirty-Two Minutes,
At 21, Stonard Road, Palmrrs Green, N.13.
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 6040 CHANGES;
Grovbs' T ransposition of Parker's Twelvb-part.
Mrs. J, Thomas
John T homas...

1-2 I1saac J. Attwater
3-4 |Walter J. Bowden

Conducted by John T homas.

HIGHWEEK, DEVON.
THE GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS AND
THE INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODDFELLOWS,
MANCHESTER UNITY.

On Tuesday, December 31, 1940, in Two Hours and Fourteen Mmutis,
At Perry Farm,
A PEAL OF DOUBLES, 6040 CHANGES;

Being one six-score each of Morning Star and London Doubles and
40 of Grandsire (10 callings).

Jambs E. Littey, Earl of Mount Edgcombe Lodge 1-2
Chartes R. Littey, P.G.M. Hearts of Oak Lodge 3-4
=Brian Pjdgbon, Sir Walter Raleigh Lodge . j-6

Conducted by Charibs R. Lillky, P.G.M.
Umpire—Herbert Till.
also first in three methods.

* First handbell peal, Also first Odd-

fellows’ handbell peal.

BRAINTREE, $SSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, January 4, 1941, in Two Hours and Twenty Minutes,

At 19, Howard Road,

A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5640 CHANGES)
Tenor sixe 15 in C.

1-2 ILewis W. W iffen 5-6
3-4 |Albert Wiffen . 7-8
Conducted by C. W. W ocolley

B asil Redgwell
Chris. W. Woolley. .
Composed by Cornelius Charge.

BELL. ROPES

MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX.
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT
CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.

Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. 'Phone 203.

DAVID MAXONIi ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM
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SAMUEL THURSTON.
APPRECIATION OF FAMOUS NORWICH RINGER.

By Charles E. Borrett.

Oue hundred years ago yesterday died Samuel Thurston, a famous
Norwich ringer, whose name crops up even in these days of ‘The
Ringing World.’

Ringing in his time was in a more leisurely way than now, but
although his score of peals amounted to only 36 and his peal ringing
career (1809 to 1839) barely 30 years, he crowded in some meritorious
performances.

These are well known—the first peals of Court Bob Twelve, Double
Oxford Major and London Surprise, the second of Superlative and
various lengths of Double Norwich and Treble Bob Major and others.

But his individuality concerns me more, as it is so great a contrast
to that of John Chamberlin, who flourished 40 years earlier, and of
whom | have recently written. The latter was clearly a man of
lovable character, but Samuel Thurston must have been an ‘ awkward’
man in any ringing band. We know that frequently ‘star’ per-
formers, in any line, can be very trying, and | fear Thurston’s
brother ringers were well aware of the fact. While no steeple-
boards proclaim the deeds of Chamberlin, Thurston evidently saw to
it that most of his peals, even down to Holt's Ten-Part, snould be
perpetuated in the belfry, and always in the extravagant language
of the times in which he lived.

He rang 17 peals in Norwich churches and 15 of them are so
recorded, and in the county of Norfolk the same thing occurs. He
was a great man for publicity and took pains that no bushel was
big enough to hide his light. Even tapping three courses of Bob
Major on handbells was described in most of the Norwich papers as
‘' most nobly brought round in 14 minutes, being the greatest per-
formance in the art in the British Dominions.'

He had two presentations made him—one for the peal of Court
Twelve, and the other for a quarter-peal of Stedman Triples double-
handed, rung in 1822, and, | tnink, the first on record. | have never
understood the delay in making the first of these presentations *for
his eminent services in composing the peal of 5,016 of Norwich Court
Twelve in, and ringing the tenor in a superior style.’ The peal was
rung in 1817 and the presentation was made in 1825, by which time
the conductor of the peal and two others in the band were dead.
Sometimes presentations are' organised by the recipient, and this
may well have been an instance.

The two following announcements in the newspapers of the day
are typical of the man, and make amusing reading :—

‘' Bell-hanging. April 16th, 1825.—A short time since the tenor of
St. Peter's Mancroft was rehung and repaired by Mr. Samuel Thurston
of this city. Formerly the strength of three men were necessary tt
raise the bell, from its great weight, but by Mr. Thurston's altera-
tion it is now raised with great ease by one man with a single hand.’

April 23rd, 1825.—Mr. Hurry lias called upon us and requested us
to state that the paragraph concerning St. Peter’s tenor bell was
totally incorrect, Mr. Hurry having repaired the bell four years ago,
since which period it has never been altered by any other person.’

I like the idea of raising Mancroft tenor ‘with "Teat ease with a
single hand.” And—recent writers please note—in plain bearings too!

No. Thurston would have publicity, and | think his celebrated
‘ challenge,” which appeared in your issue of September 20th last, was
simply for that purpose. It was all too silly and bombastic to be
taken seriously. The stars of Hollywood were not first in the field in
this line of business.

The registers of the Church of St. Martin at Oak, Norwich, show
that Thurston’s mother was Frances Thurston and unmarried, and it
is evident her son was a boastful and arrogant type of man, and not
at all an easy bed-fellow in a band of ringers.

He must have -been 111 and out of the company at Mancroft more
than once, for it is significant, that in 30 years he rang only two
peals there, the Court Twelve and Oxford Royal, which latter he
conducted. Except for the years from 1830 to 1835, he did not appear
to command the help of the same men for long at a time, and in
short appears to have been the exact opposite of John Chamberlin in
every way.

He died very suddeulv land was buried near the belfry door at
Mancroft. His obituary notice is all in keeping with the man:—

' 1841. O Saturday, January 9th, died suddenly in the 52nd year
of his age. Mr. Samuel Thurston, who was for more than 30 years
one of St. Peter Mancroft ringers. As a practical ringer and theorist
combined, the Art has lost one of its brightest ornaments, but though
dead, .the tablets erected in different parishes throughout the City and
Countv will yet live to record his fame as a ringer, and those who
best knew him can testify that the best ringers our City can boast
of are indebted to this great artist in the profession for the know-
ledge they possess in the Art of Ringing, Norwich being able to
compete with any other band of ringers.

I am glad Thurston's ‘ publicity agent’ was spared to write this
eulogy!
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RESURGAM.
THE RUINED CITY CHURCHES.

Two and a half centuries ago a little group of men
were standing in an open space on the summit of the hill
that marks the centre of the city of London. An open
space then, but ground which for untold centuries had
been dedicated to the service of religion, and where a
few short years before had stood one of the largest and
most magnificent churches in the world. Now it was all
gone, and only heaps of broken stones here and there
were left, while all around, far and wide, were the signs
of the most famous fire that had ever devastated a great
city. Hundreds of houses, scores of churches, and all
the public buildings, had been ruinated.

The leatler of the party was Christopher Wren, and the great
architect was givinginstructions for the beginning of a new Cathedral.
He wanted to mark a spot, and called for a piece of stone. When
the workmen brought it to him, it proved to be a broken part of a
memorial, and on it was carved the word Resurgam—I shall rise
again. It was an omen, a promise of hope, and a prophecy which
was abundantly fulfilled; for on that open space not many years later
stood the glorious Church of St. Paul we know so well to-day.

I could not help thinking of this scene when just now | walked
up the same hill from Ludgate amid scenes which have not been
paralleled in London since 1666.

But between then and now, while in both cases the damage was
immense, there is this difference : then the fire swept in one steady
stream right across the City, destroying everything that lay in its
path, now the destruction is in patches, and one continually passes
from a burnt out area, through streets which appear to be untouched,
and then into another burnt area. So it happens fortunately that
heavy and grievous as has been the loss of famous churches, there
are many more that stand unharmed.

This is especially the case with the great Cathedral. How St. Paul’s
escaped is a marvel. All around, even within a few feet, are great
buildings entirely gutted. Those who watched the fires from a
distance or who saw the red glow in the sky can imagine something
of what that Sunday night was like, but to those who had to be on
the spot it must have been awesome.

The object of my visit was to see, if possible, what had happened
to the steeples and bells which are so famous in the story of the
Exercise. St. Andrew’s, Holborn, and St. Sepulchre’'s hard by, are
untouched, though the Central Criminal Court is said to have been

damaged. In the distance St. Bride’s steeple seems to stand up as it
always has done, though the white stone appears to be smoke
blackened. Or is it fancy? A nearer view shows gaping holes where

the belfry louvrfes were, and we know, alas, that the fine ring of bells
is destroyed with all that was in the church.

Of St. Lawrence Je”ry nothing is left but the bare, walls of
churcli and tower. All the fittings, all the woodwork, are utterly
destroyed, and not even a trace of the bells can be seen amid the
ruins.  Yet, strange to say, the stark walls struck me with a sense
of nobility and an admiration for the genius of the architect which
I never felt when | saw the unburnt church.

The bells of St. Stephen’s, Coleman Street, are gone, and so, | fear,
are those of St. Vedast's. That steeple stands as it ever did, but anv
close inspection is impossible.

St. Michael’s, Cornhill, is untouched, and St. Mary Woolnoth, which
was one of those reported to be burnt, does not appear to have
suffered much damage. Nor does St. Magnus’, though there are signs
of earlier raids. The graceful spire of St. Dunstan’s-in-the-East still
stands above the narrow and dirty lanes of Billingsgate, though masses
of broken masonry block the streets that lead to it. A little further
on another famous church and a ring of eight bells at All Hallows’
Barking, have been destroyed. This was a pre-Reformation building
which escaped the great fire of 1666 with nothing worse than a burnt
clock face St. Olave's, Hart Street, another pre-Reformation church
with eight bells, is safe.

St. Botolph s, Aldgate, stands, as of old, sentinel to the eastern
approaches of the City, and as one looks down the Whitechapel Road
the lofty spire of St. Mary’'s appears the same as ever. But as we
draw nearer we can see that all that is left is the brick walls of
the church and steeple The famous old bell foundry had a miraculous
escape. It is hemmed in by buildings and these on three sides were
destroyed. Even the roof caught alight and there was no means to
put the fire out. Fortunately it burnt out without doing much
damage

The whole area between St. Paul's and Newgate Street has been
gutted, and here stood The Coffee Pot, where for so many years the
Society of College Youths have held their meetings. Here they kept
their property, which is of no small value, not only to the society,
but to the Exercise at large. It was contained in two fireproof safes’
one other safe, three boxes of handbells, and a box of books. At

January 10th, 1941.

present all lie buried in a mass of ruins, and it is impossible even
to get near the place. We may trust that the two safes will be
salved, but there is little hope for the others. Very fortunately the
irreplaceable peal and name books, the silver bell and other trophies,
and the engraved plate by Bartolozzi, were removed to a place of
safety some time ago.

Loudon will be built up again.
be restored, St. Bride's <uid St. Lawrence certainly, we hope.

Some at least of the churches will
Once

WREN'S STEEPLE AT ST. BRIDE'S.

again a peal of bells will ring out from St. Lawrence's steeple, but
St. Bride's bells had already fulfilled their mission and were of very
little use where they hung. We cannot expect, nor should we par-
ticularly wish, that they will be replaced. If all the other ruined
churches are not rebuilt in their old positions, there are many places
in new districts where new churches, built by money provided by the
sale of their sites and bearing their names, will still carry on the
work they have performed for a thousand years. For them and for
London as a whole the promise given to old St. Paul's still stands,
Resurgam. j. AT,

Since the above was written, the churchwarden of St. Lawrence
Jewry, in a broadcast speech, has promised that the metal from the
bells will .be recast into a new peal at the foundrv whence they
originally came.
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DEATH OF DEAN OF HOBART.

INSTALLED BELLS IN ST. DAVID'S CATHEDRAL.

The death took place at Hobart, Tasmania, on November 1st, of the
Very Rev. A. R. Rivers, Dean of Hobart since 1920. Dean Rivers,
who was born at Teignmouth, Devon, went to Australia in 1884 as
precentor and choirmaster of St. Andrew’s (Cathedral, Sydney, and
later became Archdeacon of Wide Bay and Burnett in Queensland, and
afterwards of Toowoomba.

Since his appointment as Dean of Hobart, St. David’'s Cathedral
has been his life’'s work. When the English ringers visited Tasmania
in 1934 he was about to begin the erection of the tower and the pro-
vision of bells. The Dean’s desire was for a carillon, but as a result
of the contact with the English ringers it was decided to have eight
of the bells hung for ringing.

The Dean was a brilliant scholar, accomplished musician alnd
painter, and a cultured linguist. He studied at St. John’s College,
Oxford, and proceeded to M.A. in 1884. He was ordained deacon
in 1882 and priest in 1883 in Gloucester Cathedral. He had composed
many beautiful carols and hymns and was the author of many books,
including * A History of the Church of England.’

FOR THE BENEFIT OF SECRETARIES

MOONLIGHT NIGHTS IN 1941
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I append a lunar calendar for the benefit of secretaries
and others arranging ringers’ meetings and handbell practices which
may be found useful if you will kindly publish it, as you did last
January.

Moonlight nights are from the period between the end of the first

quarter to the beginning of the last quarter of the moon. These
periods for 1941, with date of full moon, are as follow :(—

Moonlight Full Moon Moonlight Full Moon
Jan. 5 to 20 Jan. 13 July 2to 16 ... July 8
Feb. 4 to 12 .. Feb. 12 July 31 to Aug. 15 ... Aug. 7
Mar. 6 to 20 .. .. Mar. 13 Aug. 29 to Sept. 13 ... Sept. 5
April 5 to 18 .. . April 11 Sept. 27 to Oct. 13 ... Oct. 5
May 4 to 18 .. May 11 Oct. 27 to Nov. 12 ... Nov. 4
June 4 to 16 . June 9 Nov. 25 to Dec. 11 ... Dec. 3

Wishing you all prosperity, an early peace and a restoration of our
tower activities. C. L. ROUTLEDGE.
62, Jesmond Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 2.

>
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SEAGE'S APPARATUS.
To the Editor.

Sir,—In reply to Mr. Sargent's inquiry as to apparatus for dumb
practice, we have one fixed to eight bells at Devizes, Wiltshire. It
was put in about 45 years ago, made by Messrs. Seage, of Exeter,
and, as nearly as | can remember, the cost was about £2 a bell
complete without fixing.

It is a good job; nothing to get out of order after fixed. If any
ringer would like more details aoout it | would be pleased to give it.

When the apparatus was first erected it was on a wood frame, but
when our bells were rehung it was fitted to the iron frame by Messrs.
Taylor and Co.

About 35 years ago | fitted the same apparatus to the bells at St.
Mary’s, Abergavenny, Mon.

I don’t know whether the firm that made it still exists or not.

S. HILLIER.
26, Southbroom, Devizes, Wilts.

INSTALLATION AT CAMBRIDGE.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In reply to Mr. Leslie Evans’ enquiry re apparatus for
tower bells, | presume he refers to Seage's apparatus, such as is in-
stalled at Great St. Mary’s, Cambridge, and St. Mary’s, Ely.

If Mr. Evans is anticipating installation of such an apparatus and
cares to communicate with me, | could furnish him with necessary
illustrations which it would be difficult for the Press to show.

HAROLD J. HAZELL.

15, King’'s Hill Avenue, St. Albans.

RINGING IN OLDEN TIMES.
To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Mr. Trollope is very good at getting past history for us
bellringers. He is very interesting to read. At a sale recently 1|
bought some old books, and among them is one of 1838, which records

a passage of bells being rung in Oxford for King Henry Il. about
1149. This, | presume, would be his accession to the throne. Perhaps
someone can get the dates in Oxford. Later mention is made of
London bells being rung to notify of an invasion. Perhaps Mr.
Trollope can help here. Best wishes to you and all.

FRANK WARRINGTON.
Swavesey, Cambs.

LOUGHBOROUGH.

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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Foundry
Established
A.D. 1570
(12th year

of reign of
Elizabeth).

MEARS &
STAINBANK,

IBellfounders &
FBell hanger s,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD,
LONDON, E1

Telephone Bishopsgate 8849

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
48 owt. Oqgp. 5 Ib.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED

for
Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

HANDBELLS

in sets of any number.

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.
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BELFRY GOSSIP.

Broadcasting on Monday evening upon the capture of Bardia, the
Minister of Information (Mr. Duff Cooper) said it was a victory of
the first order, and added, ‘' If it were not for the good reason against
it, of which you know, we might well be ringing our church bells.’

The Duke of Kent visited Fleet Street on Monday, and, referring
to the result of a recent raid, said he very much regretted the damage
done to St. Bride's, ‘ the Cathedral of Fleet Street.’

Next Wednesday, Mr. and Mrs. Frank I. Hairs will celebrate their
silver wedding. Congratulations of their many ringing friends will be
extended to them.

A handbell practice is held each week at Mr. and Mrs. Hairs' home,
Restormel, Janes Lane, Burgess Hill, Sussex. If any ringers who
may be stationed in the neighbourhood will communicate with Mr.
Hairs, he will be pleased to welcome them at the practice.

The loss by fire of the carillon at Cattistock, which we announced
last September, was not due to enemy action.

Alfred W. Grimes died on January 5th, 1917. In his time he was
one of the best known and most active of ringers, and his record of
250 peals rung in two years has never been equalled. Among his
performances were the 15264- Bristol Surprise Major at Hornchurch,
the first peal of Waterloo Major, and the first peal of Brighton Sur-
prise Major.

On the same date in 1912, Tom Reynolds, of Birmingham, died.

The St. Martin's Youths of Birmingham rang in that city on
January 7th, 1817, the first and only peal of Oxford Treble Bob Caters.
It was composed and conducted by Thomas Thurstans.

Henry Johnson, who holds an honoured place in the history of the
E>;]ercise both as a ringer and a composer, died at Aston on January
7th, 1809.

To-day is the 224-th anniversary of the first peal on the famous bells
of St. Bride’s, Fleet Street, which perished in the recent great fire
raid. The method was Grandsire Caters, and it was rung by the
London Scholars.

Fifty years a”o to-day five peals were rung, One was Bob Triples,
two were Grandsire Triples, and two were Kent Treble Bob Major.

A very fine heavy bell feat was performed on January 11th, 1911
when Mr. Henry R. Newton turned the old tenor at St. Mary-le-Bow
in to 5,088 changes of London Surprise Major. No other bell of equal
weight has ever been rung single handed to a peal of Major.

GOOD REASON FOR BAN.
To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I regret no less than other of your correspondents the
ban on the use of church bells and the loss which it means to us. T
happen to know, on excellent authority, however, that there is a

very good reason for the complete silence of the bells at the present
time. J. H. B. HESSE.

Olivers', Haslemere.

RINGING NOT AN ACT OF WORSHIP.

To the Editor.

Sir,—The dictionary definition of worship is ‘ The act of paying
divine™ honours to the Supreme Being,” ana for Mr. Elphick to say
that 'we are all agreed that ringing of church bells is an act of
worship * is pure imagination. Why not include the organ blower,
the church cleaner ana others? If the ‘ State has forbidden ringers
to worship God in the way that they feel best able ' (i.e., ringing),
I suggest it is a poor compliment to the spiritual lives of ringers.
But it is not so, for there is no worship in ringing, it is simply a
cheerful and fascinating recreative hobby, to many, and to others, a
duty as a church worker. To state that by ‘ one stroke of the pen *
the State has destroyed our *most precious freedom of worship * is
rubbish. It has stopped ringing, certainly, and that is all, for no
power on earth, not even the devil liimselfj can take away the blood-
bought freedom that Jesus Christ has bestowed upon ilis Church.
Ringers and churchpeople regret the stoppage, and think it a grave
injustice; but with the war many injustices have accumulated. The
Archbishop of Canterbury has failed to get the ban removed, and it
is not right to suggest that the ringers should strive to impede the
work of those responsible for the present war effort.

ASSOCIATION SECRETARY

RINGERS HOMES BLITZED.

Owing to air raid damage to their houses, Mr. C. A. Hughes, of 92,
Stanley Road, Woodford, has now removed to 21, Malford Court,
South Woodford, E.18, and Mr. A. Prior (late Master, S.W. District,
Essex Association) to 12, Walwood Roa(j, Leytonstone, E.IIl.

Mr. G. Dawson, of the Leytonstone band, has also suffered air raid
damage, but is able to continue at 143, Norman Road, Leytonstone
They «end greetings for 1941 to all ringing friends.
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THE ‘COFFEE POT’ HAS GONE.
COLLEGE YOUTHS’ HEADQUARTERS
DESTROYED.

Society Meets in Fire Area.

The ' Coffee Pot * has gone.

It went down in fire and ruin when many more famous buildings
gerished in the German attack on London on the night of the last

unday of the year.

And with the ‘ Coffee Pot' have gone, it is feared, some of the
epossessions of <sthe Ancient Society of College Youths. Nothing but
debris remains on the site where stood this house, so well known, by
name at any rate, to the present generation of ringers and so inti-
mately associated with the College Youths for more than forty years.

Under this debris are the safes which the society owns. It is hoped
their contents will be found intact, but in boxes were the society’s
three sets of handbells and cup bells, and minute books going ba™k
for something like a hundred years, as well as pictures, books and
other things. It is feared that these may be lost.

Happily the most valuable of the society’s property is deposited for
safe keeping in the strong room at St. Paul’s Cathedral. This includes
four peal books, three name books, the silver mace, the silver cups,
the Wellington candlesticks, the Master's badge, and the Bartilozzi
engraved plate used for the membership certificate. The present
happening shows how wise was the precaution taken to safeguard
these irreplaceable possessions.

Last Saturday the society should have held its fortnightly meeting
at the *Coffee Pot,” which has been the headquarters since Septem-
ber, 1897. Formerly, of course, these meetings were on Tuesday
evenings after practice at St. Paul's Cathedral or some other famous
city church, but war-time conditions had made that impossible. The
continuity of the meetings, however, was maintained by holding them
during daylight hours on Saturday afternoons.

A DARING PROCEDURE.

The demolition of the ‘ Coffee Pot * presented a sudden difficulty
this week, but hasty arrangements were made to hold Saturday's
meeting at the Holborn Viaduct Station Buffet, where, it will be
remembered, one of the social gatherings was staged when last the
Central Council .met in London. As many as possible of the ‘ regulars ’
were notified by telephone or post that ‘ owing to enemy action ' the
venue of the meeting had been changed.

It was, in a way, a daring procedure—not the changing of the venue,
which was imperative if a meeting was to be held, but to hold the
meeting at all, and those responsible are to be congratulated upon
their action. For well over forty years the business of the society
had been transacted, at the ‘ Coffee Pot,” until, last November, the
annual meeting followed the anniversary Iluncheon at Slater’s
Restaurant in Basinghall Street. That, of course, broke away from
precedent.

Saturday’'s meeting, however, was something different. It was held
in a city that, less than a week before, had gone through an ordeal
of fire such as 10 city had ever suffered from the air. The Ancient
Society, which in its early days had witnessed many of London’s
churches perish in the Great Fire of 1666, has again seen some of
the most cherished city churches swallowed up in names, and it held
its meeting almost among the ruins, determined, with’'the rest of
that which constitutes what is best expressed as ' the life of the city,’
to show its proud spirit and its unshakable resolution to ‘carry on.

In this respect the meeting was a memorable one and one which 1
determined, if possible, not to miss. To keep an appointment in town
in these days is something of a gamble, witn trains arriving late and
Unexpected traffic diversions in many places, and | found in this
case that what should have been a short walk from the Underground
station needed a considerable detour, but it provided a glimpse of
some of the terrific damage done in the city. The walk through St.
Paul's Churchyard revealed the miraculous escape which this shrine
liad from the inferno that blazed around it. Incidentally | arrived
half an hour late, but well in time for the meeting.

The party of College Youths that assembled to ‘ keep the flag flying ’
was not a large one—the marvel is that there was a party at all.
They sat at one of the round tables in the buffet and transacted
their business, what time other customers came in and sat about
consuming refreshment.

THE SOCIETY'S PROPERTY.

The Master (Mr. Ernest Fenn) presided, but it was not in the
atmosphere we were wont to see him.. He wore no badge of office, no
silver adorned the table, there was no ceremony of lighting the candles
in those famous candlesticks which the Duke of Wellington used in
his Peninsular campaign. In fact, the onlooker would not have known
who was chairman, so informal were the proceedings. The others
present were the hon. secretary (Mr. A. B. Peck), the hon. treasurer
(Mr. A. A. Hughes), Mr. E. Alex. Young, Mr. H. Langdon, Mr. R. F
Deal, Mr. E. Murrell and Mr. H. Belcher.

At the outset, the Master congratulated Mr. Hughes upon his
escape in the air raid of the previous Sunday night. Knowing a
little of what happened on that occasion, he said, they were very
pleased to see the hon. treasurer with them.

Mr. Hughes thanked the Master and said it was an experience he
hoped he would never have to go through again.

The secretary then read the minutes of the last meeting.
the items, routine matters at the time, had a new significance.

Two of
One
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was £that the rent of the meeting room be paid’'; the other was,
4Notice was given that the next meeting will be held at the Coffee
Pot on January 4th at 3 p.m.’

The Hon. Treasurer 6aid that on the day after the raid he went to
the City and found the Coffee Pot no longer there. He wanted to
see what the position was with regard to their property, and was
told by the police to get a permit. After waiting an hour in a queue
and with the prospect of waiting another hour and a half he gave
up the idea and communicated with the owners of the premises, to
whom he had supplied information as to the society’s property left
at the Coffee Pot. He had also informed the insurance company.
The brewers had promised to do their best to salvage everything that
was possible.  Whatever was recovered from the ruins he would
arrange to take possession of for the time being.

<Mr. Hughes was thanked for his prompt action, and the meeting
confirmed the steps he had taken.

CONTINUITY OF MEETINGS.

Mr. Hughes said there was another question about which he felt
strongly, and that was that, although they had lost their headquarters,
they ought not to let any dirty Germans upset the continuity of their
meetings. They should keep the meetings going as long as they
could, and he suggested that under the circumstances there was no
better place to meet than where they were then assembled. Until
the longer days came they could not expect to get a much larger
attendance.

Other members expressed similar views, and the proposal was agreed
to, but Mr. Langdon suggested they mlght consider the possibility of
migrating to some safer district for their meetings.

The Whitechapel Foundry was suggested as a last resource, and
Mr. Hughes said that if it came to a last extremity the society would
be welcome there.

A letter from Mr. Albert Walker, of Birmingham, enclosing a con-
tribution to the *‘ Challis Winney Memorial Fund,’ conveyed his greet-
ings to the members and referred to some of Birmingham's recent
experiences.

Mr. T. Groombridge, sen., also sent his good wishes in a letter
apologising for his absence from the meetings in these days, and
greetings were also received from Major J. H. B. Hesse (Haslemere),
Mr. Roland Fenn (Cheltenham) and Mr. A. W. Davis (Hereford).

It was resolved to meet again — blitz permitting — on Saturday,
January 18th.

And so the informal ‘ formalities’ ended. The College Youths had
met and discharged their business under the grimmest conditions of
their long history.

The members lingered awhile to discuss experiences, as people will
do in these momentous times, and once or twice loud explosions re-
minded them of the work of demolition going on near at hand.

The ' Coffee Pot ' has gone, but not the memories of many interest-
ing meetings of the College Youths held there and the notable ringers
who have spent happy evenings in the meeting room.

The %Coffee Pot ' has gone, but the College Youths carry on.

J.S. G

A SUSSEX CHURCH SOLD.
MODEL OF DURHAM CATHEDRAL.

It is a rare thing to find a church offered for sale by public auction,
yet this has been the fate of a very beautiful little building, the
Church of St. Richard de Wych, standing in Ashdown Forest. A
model of Durham Cathedral, it was built in 1886 by Thomas Charles
Thompson and his wife, of Ashdown Park and Sherburn Hall, Durham,
in memory of their two sons.

At one time services were regularly held there, but a dwindling
population in the area resulted in its beingf used ~nly seldom. There
has been no incumbent for over a year. The church was never con-
secrated, and after being privately owned for some time it passed to
the Chichester Diocesan Board, but became a considerable liability.

At first, attempts were made to dispose of the building privately,
but the offers were so small that it was decided to put it up to
public auction. The sale took place at the Dorset Arms Hotel, East
Grinstead, and the bidding, which began at £200, rose by sums of
£50 and £25 to £1,275, at which figure the church and its contents,
which includes six bells became the property of Mr. Stephen Easten,
a well-known Sussex Iandowner chairman of the Worthing Rural
Council and a member of the Shoreham Urban District Council. It
is understood that he proposes to have the church dismantled and
removed to a parish which is in need of one, but the actual work
will not be undertaken until after the war.

Conditions of the sale were that the purchaser might retain the
church in its present condition with the memorials and fittings, but.
if it should be sold for demolition, provision was made for the removal
of the memorials.

A tablet in the church records that the building is *Sacred to the
dear memory of Thomas Charles Thompson, of Sherburn Hall, Dur-
ham, and Ashdown Park, Sussex, by whom, and his wife, Marianne
Thompson, this church was built, 1886, as a memorial to their two
sons, Thomas Moore and Harold. He died September 26th, 1892. This
tablet was erected by George Carnac Fisher, Bishop of Ipswich (son-
in-law), and Mary Penelope Gwendoline, his wife, and their children.’

From the ringers’ point of view, the strange thing seems to be
that they were not aware of the existence of the ring of six bells in
the tower, although at Coleman’s Hatch, in which parish the church
is situated, there is a peal of eight put up not many years ago.
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LOSS OF CHURCH BELLS.
SUGGESTED PRECAUTIONS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—From your pages and from otlier sources of information
the Exercise is learning of the great losses which it is now sustaining
by enemy action.

It is generally known that we in London have lost rings of out-
standing interest, and there are others elsewhere. These bells cannot
be replaced; it is true that their fragments could be collected and
recast with further metal, but their identity, linked with the men
who made them and the ringers who rang them, is gone for ever.

The time is come when ringers should take every possible action.
For instance, we can urge our clergy and the Church authority to
have the bells isolated, fire partitioned, asbestos jacketed, etc., all
inflammable linings, peal boards, etc., temporarily taken down and
the remaining carcase timber made more fire-resisting. Then, in
regard to the towers, the unnecessary openings into the church, or
those overlooking roofs, should be completely sealed and the others
fitted with fire-resisting curtains or screens. Isolate the tower, for at
sne period of the fire it will become its own blow-pipe generating
mormous heat!

Again, we ringers can offer with others of the parishioners to form
i (ire-wateh and become properly trained. (I myself joined that at
St. Paul's Cathedral 1915-18, where | was allotted to the Thursdays
and various Saturdays and Sundays during those years.)

| observe that much of the most valuable stained glass has been
removed for safety, as has other property of the Church. Is it not
time for us to urge that outstanding lings of bells should also be
saved? They could be soon lowered to the churchyard and protected
by sandbags.

| should be glad to hear, as a beginning, that St. Michael's, Corn-
hill, the Abbey, Southwark, Fulham, St. Clement's, St. Magnus’, St.
Martin’s, and the Holborn, Aldgate and Smithfield (2) rings are
saved. Of the newer ones, St. Paul’s should come first.

The country would soon follow London’s lead.

E. ALEX. YOUNG, A.R.I.B.A., F.S.I. (retd.).

THE FIRE RAID ON LONDON.
FURTHER PARTICULARS OF DAMAGED CHURCHES.

In addition to the churches mentioned in our last issue, St. Alban'’s,
Wood Street, was destroyed recently by enemy .action.

At the time of King Edward VI. there were ‘' in the Belfry, a Chime
and a Clocke, v belles and one small belle called a saintes bell.’

In 1633 the' old church had become so dilapidated that it was in
danger of falling down and people were afraid to enter it. A Com-
mission reported that it was beyond repair, and it was pulled down
and rebuilt by Inigo Jones. It was partly destroyed by the fire of
1666 and afterwards restored.by Wren at a cost of £3,165. Wren
built the very striking Gothic tower, which contained two bells, one
of them by I.P. dated 1704.

The old Church of St. Andrew-by-tlie-Wardrobe had in 1552 °iii
bells in the Steple and a vestry bell.” The latter was an unusual
name; probably it was the sanctus which hung at the east end of
the church in a cot over the vestry, instead of, as was usual in
London churches, with the ringing peal in the steeple. After the fire
of 1666 Wren rebuilt the church and only one bell was hung in the
tower.

The tower of the Churcli of St. Anne and St. Agnes does not appear
to have been destr#red. It, contains only one bell, not two as stated
last week.

The old church had ‘v greate belles in the steple and a lyttle
bell,” but about 1560 the building was destroyed by fire ‘as far as
it was combustible,” and there is no evidence of any bells later.

St. Mary Aldermanbury possessed in 1552 ‘v bells in the steple
one greater than another and a litle sanctus bell—vj belles greate
and small.’

St. Mary's was burnt in the fire of 1666. The vestry paid £8 2s. 6d.
for removing stones and rubbish and gathering up the lead and bell
metal. Instead of keeping the latter as some parishes did with the
idea of having new bells, they sold it for £41 10s.

The new church was designed by Sir Christopher Wren, and on
April 30th, 1673, *twenty guineas were paid to Dr. Professor Wren
and ten to Mr. Hooke tliat they may be encouraged to assist in the
perfecting the building.’

In 1675 a bell was hung in the new tower and there was

paid for ye treble bell 3710 0

paid ye bell hangars 318 0
The small bell hung in the lantern was by Mears and Son and was
dated 1809.

Though badly damaged, the church is not completely destroyed,
and the tower, which largely survived the fire of 1666, still stands.
But the bell turret at the top is gone and it looks as if the steeple
has been gutted.

St. Mary Woolnoth, which has not been destroyed, had in Edward
VI1.’s reign *in the Steple fyve greatt bells and a littill bell wt. a
clock and a chyme and ropes to the same.” There are now three bells,
all by William Eldridge, the treble and tenor dated 1670 and the
second 1672.
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ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH, LIVERPOOL.
DESTROYED BY ENEMY ACTION.

Bells Safe.

The Ministry of Information has released the news that St. Nicholas’,
the old Parish Church of Liverpool, was destroyed in a recent air
raid. We understand, however, that the tower iIs standing and the
bells are safe.

In the eighteenth century a new spire was added to the old tower,
which was raised in height. It was completed in 1750 and stood for
@years, but Ol Sunday morning, February 11th, 1810, ‘ a few minutes*
before the commencement of divine service, while the bells were ring-
ing the second peal, the whole structure collapsed, and falling on the
church killed 25 people, including 18 children.’

ST. NICHOLAS’® TOWER HAS DEFIED THE FIRE.

The present tower was begun in 1810 and finished in 1815.

William Dobson, of Downham Market, in Norfolk, was given an
order for a new ring of twelve, and his instructions were to make a
replica of the bells at St. Peter, Mancroft, Norwich, which had the
reputation of being the best in England. Dobson is said to have
taken careful measurements of the Norwich bells, but he did not
succeed in reproducing their peculiar qualities.

The tenor, which weighed 41 cwt. 14 Ib., was recast by Warners in
1911 and now weighs 39 cwt. 3 gr. 10 Ib.

The new bells were opened on June 4th, 1814, ‘ when a numerous
assemblage of amateurs were invited,” and a beautiful silver cup of
the value of 20 guineas was presented by the town for the best per-
formance of the day.

The prize was won by a band who rang under the auspices of the
St. Martin’s Society of Birmingham; but it included such famous
ringers as James Dovey from Stourbridge, William Hudson and
William Booth from Sheffield, and Samuel Lawrence from Shifnal.

The touch was 3,000 changes of Grandsire Cinques, and 14 men
took part, two to each of the big bells, which looks as if the ‘go *
was not of the best.

Henry Cooper, who rang the seventh and probably conducted, was
afterwards entrusted with the custody of the cup. He was a silver
plater by trade, and as the cup disappeared in a mysterious manner,
nasty things were said and Cooper's reputation suffered.

On the day after the opening, the St. Martin’s Youths rang a peal
of Grandsire Cinque.

X (Continued «n next p.igO
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NEW YEARS EVE.

RINGING AT THE LYCH GATE.

As Christmas, in the past most astonishing and eventful year—now
lwppily past—could not be welcomed in by the ringing of church
tower bells, so that year could not be rung out, or the New Year rung
in, in the immemorial and time honoured way.

Yet there were some who determined hopefully not to be quite
beaten by the ban on tower bells and thought that possibly a sub-
stitute—though of necessity only a poor one—might be found in hand-
bells, rung out of doors by the church lych-gate. Such ringing could
not, of course, be done on large bells, which might have been heard
at some distance away; but fortunately the parish in which the above
mentioned *some ’ live, but which must remain unnamed, possesses a
ring of ten handbells in G; and also, fortunately, the Hector saw tlie
possibility and gave his sanction and encouragement.

The first step was taken by obtaining leave of the local military
authority, readily granted on the assurance that these bells would not
be heard above a distance of 200 yards. Due thanks for this permis-
sion have been gratefully given to this authority.

So in the evening of the last day of the old year, in the home of
one of the ringers, a band of five assembled, including one of the
most experienced ringers in England to conduct, and a ooy who had
never rung a handbell before. After some two hours’ practice, it was
found possible to ring, rounds and certain call changes, including
tittums, the plain course of Original Doubles (each ringer ringing his
two bells, one after the other, as one), and a carol, *The First Noel.’

The hour of midnight was struck by * firing,” and the ten bells bro! e
out into rounds.

At 11.50 p.m. ringing at the lych-gate began, and there was only
time to ring these changes and the carol a few times each beforo
midnight. The changes were repeated after midnight, when some half-
dozen people from nearby cottages came out of doors to listen and
welcome the ringers; though several more, who live farther away,
said afterwards that they wished that they had heard them, as they
would have come and joined in the welcome.

So ‘ somewhere in England,” in a country parish in a safe area, the
old year of 1940 was rung—Ilimpingly—out, and the new year of 1941
was rung—mor- hopefully—in.

HOBART RINGERS ASSOCIATION.
CHANGE IN MASTERSHIP.

At the annual meeting of the Holy Trinity Bell Ringers’ Associa-
tion, Hobart, Tasmania, Mr. J Quarmby resigned the Mastership,
after many years in that office. Mr. Smith, a native of Suffolk, who
went to Hobart a few years ago, succeeds him, and under him the
society hope to make further progress. Mr. R. A. Wilson was re-
elected hon. secretary.

The membership of the association
show a balance in hand of £8 13s. Id.

It was decided to have the bell frame inspected and, where neces-
sary, renew the timbers.

The bell frame was put in when the bells were sent out from the
Whitechapel Foundry in 1847. Before the visit of the English ringers
in 1934 only two peals had been rung on them, both Grandsire Triples,
by Melbourne ringers, on December 29th and December 31st. 1890.
The English ringers rang two peals, Kent Treble Bob and Bob Major,
and failed in two other attempts—Treble Bob lost near the end
through a rope slipping wheel, and Grandsire Triples, in which Mr.
Quarmby was ringing the tenor.

The Hobart ringers send their greetings to all ringers in this country.

is now eleven and the funds

PEALS AT LIVERPOOL.
(Continued from previous page.)

Between 1815 and 1850 five peals of Grandsire Cinques and one of
Stedman Cinques were rung in the steeple, and in every case two men
were needed for each of the two big bells.

For some years St. Nicholas’ has had a skilled and energetic band,
and their performances included peals of Bob Major, Royal and
Maximus, Oxford and Kent Treble Bob Major, Royal and Maximus,
Stedman and Grandsire Triples, Caters and Cinques, and Cambridge
Surprise Minor, Major, Royal and Maximus.

Mr. George R. Newton is the enthusiastic and popular leader of the
company.

G & F. COPE & CO.,

TOWER CLOCK

ESB8TIMATES SUBMITTED FOR NEW CLOCKS, CHIME ADDITIONS,
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A SOMERSET MEETING.

ENJOYABLE GATHERING AT WATCHET.

The quarterly meeting of the Dunster Deanery Branch of the Bath
and Wells Diocesan Association was held in December at St.
Decuman’s, Watchet. The six bells (tenor 18f cwt.) had been ren-
dered mute by boarding the clappers in the centre, and these were
raised at about 3 p.m. and rung to touches of Grandsire and Stedman.
Service was held at 3.30 p.m., and those present soon raised the
echoes of the old church with the well-known hymns and psalms.

An excellent address was given by the Rev. W. Cottrell, wiio took
as his text the words, ‘ How shall we sing the Lord'’s song in a 6trange
land?’ He said he wanted to see handbells brought into the services
of the church instead of being rung only beforehand, and suggested
that they might be introduced into the Communion service to the
greater glory of God. Dwelling upon his own reminiscences of the
sound of church bells, he said that it was indeed a poor compliment
from the State to the ringers of this country that no differentiation
was to be made between the careful ringing of bells as practised by
a band of ringers, and the harsh tocsin when they were clashed in
alarm. ‘ How shall we sing the Lord's song in a 6trange land?
Truly, a strange land of war, in which there was never so much need
of the bells as now.

Tea, provided by the Vicar and local band, was ready in the
Church Room, and a touch of colour was provided by fresh flowers on
the tables and flags on the walls. About thirty sat down to a repast
which would not be frowned upon in peace time, and did justice to
farmhouse butter, tea with sugar in it, and all the other mysteriously-
present items. It was a most regrettable fact that cream was unavail-
able, as otherwise this commodity, so popular at ringers’' teas in this
part of the country, would have been present, as it was at the
Hawkridge meeting.

After tea the business meeting was opened by the Rev. Newman,
of Timbersccmbe, in the absence of the president, the Rev.
Etherington, who was prevented by weather and lack of petrol from
leaving his eyrie in the hills. (It was rumoured that he was busily
engaged in the Withypool Winter Sports, but this story was found to
be no more reliable than the one about the ‘ Ark Royal’). Mr.
George Stacey/ the hon. secretary, enlivened the meeting, as usual,
with an inexhaustible store of jokes at the expense of those present;
his accomplice, Mr. Jack Pugsley, assisting, while, contriving (some-
how) to assume an innocent expression.

On the proposition of Mr. W. E. Challice, seconded by Mr. H. J.
Prole, Miss S. B. Chidgey (St. Decuman’s) was elected a performing
member. Cutcombe was selected for the annual meeting, to be held
in March, whether Hitler permits or not.

Messrs. Stacey and Pugsley approached the Vicar of St. Decuman’s
(Canon R. J. Pearce) with regard to the augmenting of St. Decuman’s
bells from six to eight for the years of peace which are soon to come.

The Vicar said he would certainly do his best to secure the neces-
sary precious metal for the purchase of two new trebles at as early
date as possible, but mentioned that there was still a pound or two
owing on the organ restoration fund.

Touches and courses of Grandsire, Stedman and Plain Bob on hand-
bells followed, ending with rounds and Queens on the twelve. A
very enjoyable meeting then terminated with a cordial invitation, from
Canon R. J. Pearce to the ringers, to come to Watchet at any time
they liked, ' the sooner the better.*

General dispersal followed, some going in the direction of the
bus-stop, some dart-wards, and others to sundry places of refresh-
ment Just at this time Mr. Stacey forgot where he had put his bag,
and an immediate search of all the neighbouring hostelnes was con-
templated when one member produced it from beneath his arm. Fare-
wells were said, hands shaken, and away they all went until the
spring meeting.

W. E. C.

CHRISTMAS BELLS.

. On Christmas morning, touches of Grandsire Doubles were rung in
the nave of St. Leonard’s Church, Eynsham, Oxon : Cecil Calcutt 1-2,
Harry Floyd 3-4, Thomas W. Bond 56. The ringing was much
appreciated by members of the congregation.

At the Parish Church, Selston, Nottingham, handbells were rung for
the early Communion service and also at 11 a.m. The ringers were
warmly thanked for their services by the Vicar and members of the
congregation, who hope for a repetition.

NOTTINGHAM

MANUFACTURERS.
REPAIRS

OR REPAINTING OF DIALS.
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STEDMAN TRIPLES.

THURSTANS' FOUR-PART REVERSED.

To get an absolute reversal of Thurstans' Four-Part peal of Stedruan
Triples we should take the original composition as it stands. We
should start at backstroke in the middle of a quick Six, rounds being
a handstroke row and 1525476 the first backstroke row. We should
then ring or prick out the rows in exactly the reverse order of the
original, beginning at the end and ending at the beginning.

Everything, rows, bobs, course-ends, observation bells, and the rest,
would be exactly as in the original version except only in the order
they appear. That would be an absolute reversal.

But we object, and with good reason, to any start other than at
handstroke, and though we allow (also with good reason) various
starts in Stedman Caters, we do not like to begin Stedman Triples
except m the traditional manner.

For that reason an absolute reversal of Thurstans’ composition has
little mor- than an academic interest for us, but with a very slight
variation it can be turned into a very good and useful peal.

'Take the absolute reversal, and instead of starting at backstroke,
start in the usual way. Put rounds where 1325476 comes in the
absolute reversal and ring or prick the peal in exactly the same
manner

The treble will do throughout the same work, in the same order,
as in Thurstans’' original composition. The Sixth will do the same
work as the Seventh, and so be the observation bell. The Seventh
will do the same work as the Sixth and be the sub-observation bell.
Two and Three will interchange their work; and Four and Five. All
as in the original, but, of course, backwards.

When we study this peal we shall find that it is not just a curiosity.
It is a very useful composition, quite as good in every way as the
original, and is fully worthy of the Stedman conductor's notice.
The calling positions are fixed by the work of the Sixth and are
similar to those when the Seventh is the observation bell,. but, of
course, they come at different Sixes in the course. The course-end is
when the Sixth is dodging in 6-7 down, and therefore Q, S, H and L
come at 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 p.nd 11-12. The Singles are made after Slow
instead of after Quick; the Fifth makes the first and the Sixth the
second, the Seventh lying behind at both.

A comparison of this variation with the original will 6liow several
very interesting features. Actually the .quarter-peal on which
Thurstans’ four-part is based reverses to the same composition, which
is the reason why the out-of-course half of the peal is called in the
same way (except for the omits) as the in-course half. This gives the
result that the reversal of the whole peal is much the same thing
as the variation produced by altering the observation bell. We shall
notice that in the standard calling (which is marked A), the order
of the bobs is just the same as in the original.

The figures as we now give them are the only composition which
has the right to be called Thurstans’ Four-Part reversed, without
any qualification.

2314567 Q S H L Q S H L
3457261 (a) 4351267 A
4572361  x X X
3612467 X X (3457261) X <)
3217564 X
A 5317462 X 2175364 x X X
3174562  x. X X 3145267 X X
5124367 X X
B 5247361 X X
C 1527364 X 2473561  x X X
5273164  x X X 5413267 X X
5342167 x
41325 A
34215 A 13254 A
42153 A 32541 A
21534 A 25413 A
15342 A 14523 B
12435 C 45231 A
24351 A 52314 A
(a) Single VI. at 1. 23145 A

(b) Single V. at 13.

HENRY JOHNSON'S REVERSAL.

Mr. Albert Walker, of Birmingham, sends us the following figures
of Thurstans’ peal as reversed bv Henry Johnson, at the request of
one of the St. Martin’s ringers of that day, who wished to call the
neal from the light end and wanted also t« ring an observation bell.
It will be observed that 1-2 take the place of 7% in the original, and

(Continued on next paeej

WATH RINGER MARRIED

On Boxing Day at Huddersfield Parish Church, Mr. W. Brambam,
, of Wath, was married. Mr. Bramham has been a ringer at Wath-
on-Dearne, Yorks, for a number of years, and is a member of the
= Yorkshire Association and of the smaller societies within the Southern
District of Yorks. His new abode will be at Huddersfield.

To celebrate the happy event, 720 of Bob Minor was rung on the
same date at 28. Chapel Street, Shafton, near Barnsley, bv Daniel
Smith 1-2, Harold Chant (conductor) 3-4, Arthur Gill 5-6.
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ROBERT PERRY.

A RINGER WHO TURNED OUT ROGUE.

Mr. Theodore Slater, of Glemsford, has supplied us with further
notes taken from his father’'s notebooks concerning old Suffolk ringers.
Here is the story of one ringer who, while he had his good qualities,
turned rogue and presumably left the country for his country's good.
He must, however, have been thought something of in London, for
when news of his death came from America, a muffled peal was rung.

This man was Robert Perry, who rang a peal at St. Giles’, Cripple-
gate. He was a native of Long Melford, and, as a boy, went to
work at Churchyard's hair factory and rose to be manager of the
factory. When he got this position he soon betrayed the trust put
in him and was dismissed for dishonest practices. After this he
went to Glemsford end obtained work at a horse hair factory, and
again rose to be manager, but he was soon at his tricks again and
was dismissed for dishonesty. Then he went to London and there
found work in a gas works. What he did in London is not really
known, but the old ringers who knew him used to say that when
things got *too hot' he emigrated and went to Boston, U.S.A., and
there worked in a gas works for Gome time.

He was found dead in the stokehole, suffocated, while working
on a night shift. The news of his death did not reach London for
some time, but when it did the St. James’ Society rang a muffled
peal for him at St. Clement Danes. Perry knew every process in
the manufacture of horse hair.

Ho called, from the 4th, a peal of Bob Major on Long Melford
bells and rang the 3rd in a peal of Oxford Treble Bob Major at
Lavenham in 1853.

When Perry went to Glemsford many men were working on the
land as agricultural labourers; single men for 7s. 6d. a week and
married men for 8s. 6d. a week, the week’s work being 60 hours.
Perry took pity on these men and taught some of them various
rocesses in the manufacture of horse hair, thereby reducing their
ours of labour and doubling their wages. Perry thus had some good
characteristics in his make-up.

The peal ofxBob Major that Perry called at Melford is described
on a tablet in Melford steeple as being the composition of Mr. H.
Haley. Some time before his death Samuel Slater had a pocket book
lent him by Hirham Ambrose, and the calling of the peal was copied
by Samuel Slater. It proves to be one of Annable's in three parts.

On looking over an old note book Mr. Theodore Slater has found
that Perry died at Boston in America on November 27th, 1874, at
the age of 56 years, and the muffled peal for him was rung at St.
Clement Danes, January 11th, 1875, by the St. James’ "Society.

Here are notes about other Suffolk ringers who figured later in
London peal ringing:—

William Brett, who rang the tenor at Clerkenwell in 1840 to a peal
of Double Norwich, was born at Somerton, Suffolk, in 1808, and
learned to ring on the four bells at Somerton, the five bells at
Hartest, the six bells at Glemsford, and eight and ten bells at Bury
St. Edmunds.

In 1835 an attempt was made to ring a peal of Bob Royal on the
Norman Tower bells, Bury St. Edmunds, but the attempt failed
after ringing 3 hours and 35 minutes. Brett acted as conductor and
rang the 9th bell. He is described by those who have €en him to
have been a fine well-built man, dark complexion and a pork butcher.
His sister died at Hartest in 1902. Her name was Clarke. She was
then a widow.

Augustus George Frost, who rang- the tenor at St. Mary-le-Bow to
a peal of Royal, was a painter, signwriter and house decorator by
trade. He was a native of Bury St. Edmunds and a member of the
Norman Tower band before migrating to London.

James Marlton, who rang the tenor at St. Mary-le-Bow to another
peal of Royal, is said to have belonged to East Anglia. At one time
there was a James Marlton a ringer at Redenhall, Norfolk, and it
has been wondered if they were one and the sanje man.

We are able to add that James Marlton’s feats included ringing
the tenors at Southwark and Spitalfields to 7,101 changes of Treble
Bob Maximus and Bow tenor to 5,200 Treble Bob Royal.

*COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A History of the Society
5/6 (post free) from
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NOTICES.

THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted
under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

All communications should be sent to The Editorial

O ffice of ' The Ringing W orld,” Lower Pyrford
Road, W oking, Surrey.
ST. MARY'S CATHEDRAL (GLASGOW)

SOCIETY.— The annual meeting will be held in the
Synod Hall, Holyrood, Quadrant, W.3, on Saturday,
January 11th, at 3 p.m. Tea 4 p.m., followed by tower
bells (10). All ringers welcome. We extend the com-
pliments of the season to all.— E. Stafford, Hon. Sec.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.—The next
meeting will be held at Pudsey on Saturday, January
11th. Handbells in the Park Hotel from 2.30 p.m., other
arrangements as usual. A good attendance is desired.—
H. Lofthouse, 8, Wortley Road, Leeds, 12.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—A
meeting will be held at Newcastle-under-Lyme, on Satur-
day, Jan. 11th. Tower open at 3 p.m. Bells (6) without
clappers and handbells available. Fourth annual dinner
February 22nd.— Andrew Thompson, 63, Whitehouse
Road, Cross Heath, Newcastle, Staffs.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— General
quarterly rgeeting at Derby on Saturday, January 11th.
Committee meet 3 p.m. General meeting 4 p.m., in
St. Peter’'s Parish Hall (adjoining church). Tea at
nearby cafe. Handbells will be available, and it is hoped
a good muster of members and friends will attend.—
Ernest Morris, Gen. Hon. Sec., 24, Coventry Street,
Leicester.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO-
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— The annual meeting,
which was not held on December 14th, has been re-
arranged for Saturday, January 11th, at the Haymarket
Hotel (opposite St. James’ Church in the Horsefair).
Handbells from 2.45 p.m. Tea and meeting to follow.
The meeting will be over by 5 o’clock for those who wish
to get away.— A. M. Tyler, Hon. Sec.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.—The an-
nual meeting will be held at Barnsley on Saturday,
January 11th. Handbell contest at Rectory Rooms at

STEDMAN TRIPLES
(Continued from previous page.)

it follows closely the plan of the original in that the extras are in
the 4th and 9th parts and the omits in the 13th and 15th parts.

2314567 Q S H L 4356721 S H L Q
4675321 1 4(S) A 3647521
A 6735421
A 4526371
5643271 C 4725631
6543721 7546231
5746321
A 5367421
A 3754621 A 7653421
A 6374521
B 3427651 A 3465721
4736251 A 4537621
5634721 C 7564321
A 5473621
A 6457321
A 4763521 5324671
A 7345621 2314567
A 3576421 4356721 x 14(8) 17.18
B 7436521
7624531

6475231
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3.30 p.m., followed by the general meeting. Tea at
Royal Hotel at 5.30 p.m., followed by social evening and
handbell ringing. All are welcome.— D. Smith, Hon.
Sec., 28, Chapel Street, Shafton, near Barnsley.

HERTS ASSOCIATION.—Watford District.— Meet-
ing at Guides’ Studio, Falconer Road, Bushey, Saturday,
January 18th. Open from 2.30. Handbell practice and
social chats. Tea arranged. AH who are interested in
ringing are welcome.— C. H. Horton, 53, Aldenham
Road, Bushey.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.— Northern Branch,
Gainsborough District.— The annual meeting will be held
at Lea in the Institute on Saturday, January 18th. Busi-
ness meeting at 6 p.m., followed by whist drive at 7 p.m.
Refreshments, but bring your own sugar. Please come
and bring your friends.— Geo. L. A. Lunn, Hon. Sec.

DONCASTER AND DISTRICT SOCIETY— The an-
nual general meeting will be held in the Clergy House,
Doncaster, on Saturday, January 18th, at 3 p.m. Hand-
bells available. Refreshments can be obtained from the
canteen in the Memorial Hall.— Ernest Cooper, Hon.
Sec., 6, Grosvenor Crescent, Arksey, Doncaster.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. — Derby
District.— The annual meeting will be held at St. Luke’s,
Derby, on Saturday, January 18th. Handbells available
3 p.m. Business meeting for election of officers 4 p.m.
Will all towers please send representatives? All ringers
welcome.—Wm. Lancaster, 83, Albert Road, Chaddes-
den, Derby.

WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA-
TION.— Northern Branch.— Quarterly meeting at Stour-
bridge St. Thomas (D.V.), 3 p.m., Saturday, January
18th. Service 4.15 p.m., followed by tea, business meet-
ing, handbell practice and social evening. Numbers for
tea by Wednesday, January 15th, if possible, please.—
Bernard C. Ashford, Sec., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stour-
bridge.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Leicester
District.— The annual meeting will be held in Leicester on
January 18th. Silept ringing on Cathedral bells if re-
quired, from 3.30 p.m. Tea and meeting at the Globe
opposite the cathedral at 5 p.m. Those intending to be
present for tea must notify me not later than Wednes-
day, January 16th.— H. W. Perkins, Hon. Dis. Sec., 53,
Landseer Road, Leicester.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—Two meetings
of the Guildford District will be held at the Royal Gram-
mar School, Guildford, at 2 p.m., on Saturday, January
25th. The first a district meeting to receive nominations
for officers; secondly, the annual district meeting.
Neither service nor tea has yet been arranged. These
arrangements depend entirely on the number and prompt-
ness of notifications, which are requested by January
16th.— G. L. Grover, Acting Hon. Sec., East Clandon,
near Guildford.

DEATH.

WILLSON.—On January 3rd, Ada, the beloved wife of
William Willson, 3, Winchester Avenue, Leicester, aged
71 years, the devoted mother of Lily, Hilda, Muriel and
Winnie. ‘ Underneath are the everlasting arms.’

HANDELLS WANTED.
WANTED.—Set of 12 HANDBELLS by Shaw in B
flat, with extra semitone if possible— Box 33, *The
Ringing World.’

~
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TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE*
from the

Rev. E. S. POWELL, Staverton Vicarage, Daventry
= d

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section 1. (Odd-Bell Treble
Dominated Method®)  .cci i 9

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section Il. (Plain Bob and
Double OXford B OD) ..o e e 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section Il11. (Double Norwich) ... 9

CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS 1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.AB. .. 6

CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF
BELLS ... .. . n
METHOD SHEETS —Stedman and Grandswe Tr|ples 3
Cambridge Surprise Major ..o 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ... 2
HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS 2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION 1 O

COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New
EdITION) o 2 O

The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.

‘" ROPE-SIGHT, Is. 10d.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.

' GRANDSIRE, 2s. 10d. = second edition; 204 pages, commencing on
five bells, complete witn the Thompson Charts, etc.

*STANDARD METHODS," ninth edition, 2s. 10d.

‘ STEDMAN," 2s. 10d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof end composition.

‘TREBLE BOB,’ Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
‘SURPRISE METHODS, 2s. 10d. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P.
Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams, 126 pages.
All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
Miss MARGARET E, SNOWDON

Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulverston, Lancs

PUBLICATION s.

‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply
Explained,” 9th thousand, 6%d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen,
post free. By 1. Roc and M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd

thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,” for those
about to begin more advanced methods. 7™d. each,

6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards,

Wonersh, Surrey.

THE RINGERS® HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL.
Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire,
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.
Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 279
(6 copies for 15/-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp.,
1/2 (6 copies for 6 /-)=

Obtainable only poet free from Rev. E. 8. POWELL,
Staverton’Vicarage, near Daventry.
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‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’

NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
Eat. 1820 Tel. *400

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

Oraer your Bell Ropes now, before prices increase,
pre-war quality, and send us your old Bell Ropes
for repairs whilst not in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING MATS AND BELL MUFFLERS
v

Suitable for Presentation or
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND gsé&, in Solid Silver
Diameter aiin 2iin, 3im. 3iin, 4in. 4tfn. 5in. Min.
Prioe 18/8 22/8 28/8 33/8 42/- 52/8 87/8 78-6

The Bin. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E RUSSELL

Telephone 276

and Optician
W O KIN G

SMITH of DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven

Makers of many famous clocks, in-
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London,
and throughout the world.

John Smith & Sons, Midland Clock Works,
Derby, Ltd.

Head Office and Works, Queen St., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 45569 Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild-
ford, and Published by the Bolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams
Buildings, London, 1.0.4.
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GILLETT &
JOHNSTON L

CROYDON

Founders of the
HEAVIEST BELLS
Cast in England
and the recast BOW BELLS

Just Completed—
ST. MARGARET’S, WESTMINSTER

A.R.P. HANDBELLS
WARNING and FIRE BELLS

for Works, Schools, Institutions

ELECTRIC MECHANISM
For a Tower Bell
as AIR RAID WARNING

Tel. Thornton Heath 3221

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17tb, 1941.

[*Sen”~.S~"g~r!] Price 3d

THE COMING YEAR.

Had the times been normal, the coming weeks would
have been full of activity among the ringing associa-
tions, for it has been the habit of many of them to hold
the annual meetings of districts in the early part of the
year. Circumstances, however, compel a vastly modi-
fied programme. It is not only the present restraint on
all ringing of church bells that enforces the abandon-
ment of meetings, but the stern demands made upon the
members which prevent so many of them coming to-
gether. True, the imposition of the ban has led to a

.considerable falling off in the number of ringers’ gather-

ings, for much of the attraction is lost by the silence of
the bells, but a good deal may, we think, also be rightly
attributed to the preoccupation of men in connection with
the war, either in the services, or in the front line at
home. Coupled with this there has been, of course, the
difficulties of transport in the black-out, which have
added to the obstacles besetting those who are respon-
sible for organising meetings. All the same, there is
good reason why the associations should endeavour to
keep up the continuity of their meetings. They have be-
fore them the splendid example set by the Ancient So-
ciety of College Youths, which, driven from its old home
by enemy action, has grimly determined to carry on in
the very centre of the bombed city. The College Youths
meet not once in three months, as is the habit of many
of the associations in regard to their districts, but once
a fortnight. Moreover, in order to attend the meetings
many of the members have to travel a good deal further
than provincial ringers. The decision of the old Society
should be an inspiration to the faint-hearts, who hesitate
to embark on meetings from fear either of difficulties or
failure.

We are approaching now the longer hours of daylight
and, with the lengthening days, association officials
should lay plans to enable their members to meet at any
rate with reasonable frequency, without, of course, ex-
pecting more than moderate attendances. It is not
members that count now, it is the importance of ‘ keep-
ing the flag flying ’ in these discouraging days of ring-
ing. There are associations in which little effort has been
made in the last few months to keep alive the organisa-
tion. Where this has happened, we hope some more
energetic action can be taken this year. It is so very
easy to let things slide, and to wait upon events. It is
impossible to forecast how long the present situation
may last; there may be even grimmer days before us,
but there is no reason why any ringing organisation

(Continued on page 26.)
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WM. POTTS ft SONS LTD.

(ESTABLISHED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS

Makers of many of the largest and most Important ClocKs
in the World.

CLOCKS REPAIRED AND DIALS RESTORED.

‘THE GUILDFORD GLOGK WORKS,’

Bankfield Terrace, Burley, Leeds.
And at 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare St-,
Newcastle-on-Tyne,
and 96, Carver Street, Moorhead,

THE RINGER’'S BADGE,

Sheffield.

Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole,
Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved
—as lllustration,
get. HALL MARKED GOLD 45/-
HALL MARKED SILVER 7/6
GILT OR WHITE METAL 41-

can
at a

Names or Presentation Inscriptions
be engraved on the reverse side
small extra charge.

GEQ. STACEY,

PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

Exact size 6.

METHOD SPLICING

The Newest and Most Interesting
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in
*METHOD SPLICING, price 1/3 (post free)
from «The Ringing World ' Office,
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL,

Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope
Manufacturer,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BEPMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti-
tute, Canterbury," Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter-
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s,

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.
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should be allowed to die of inanition. Officials owe a
duty to their members to give them the opportunity to
meet; members owe a duty to the officials to give them
the support their efforts deserveV With a reciprocal
response meetings can be .made quite worth while; and
as the days lengthen so will the attendances grow. But
what is needed in the first place is courage to make and
carry out plans. To hold back for fear of unpredictable
happenings is a defeatist attitude inconsistent with the
spirit which is required to-day and which in other walks
of life is being so magnificently shown.

As with the associations, so with |he Central Council.
That body has good reason for planning a meeting for
this year, for it is the jubilee of its foundation. The
first meeting of the elected Council was held on Easter
Tuesday, 1891, and it would be unfortunate if this aus-
picious anniversary had to be passed over without a
meeting, be it ever so modest. Even if it is not possible
to hold a business meeting of the customary full-day
type, a gathering of those members able to attend would
be a gratifying recognition of a notable milestone in the
history of the Council. There would, we feel sure, be
enough members present to make the assembly wprth
while, even though only a minimum of business was
transacted, for all who could would surely be anxious to
join in-the celebration. The venue of such a meeting
.would be a matter for careful thought; and while London
might be out of the question, there are other places not
far a\vav from the Metropolis that might well serve. At
any rate, in view of the fact that this is the jubilee year of
the Council, some effort should be made to call it to-
gether. Even if the worst came to the worst the meet-
ing could be postponed at the last moment, but it would
be a pity if the occasion were allowed to pass without
any attempt to mark it

RINGERS' FEASTS.
WHAT THEY ATE AND DEANK AT NORWICH.
Now that rationing is very much with us, an old ‘ feast bill * may

be of interest.

The ‘Purse Club’' or Benefit Society connected with St. Peter
Mancroft ringers was governed by a set of rules, or articles, dated
December 22nd, 1716, and part of rule 8 reads : ‘ The Feast Makers,
with consent of the Headsman, shall have power to appoint the place
for the yearly feast, wiliicli shall be kept upon Whitsun Monday, at
which feast every person belonging to this Society shall pay unto the
Feast Makers one shilling and sixpence for their entertainment upon
that day.’

The earliest account for this feast day appearing in th# books is
for*tile year 1740, and is as follows:—

Beef, 48 lb.......cue... w1
Mutton, 15 Ib

Veal, 8 Ib.
Bacon and Suet
Butter, 1 quart
Bread ...
Pickles and Pepper
Porteridge
Tobacco
Pipes
Servants
Vinegar

NER PNRPERENOIWw?

0OS WNONOT 0oL

*
>

£1 19 O

In 1742, 58 Ib. of beef is entered at 3id. per Ib., and 1J Ib. of
tobacco was bought for Is. 6d. The costliest feast was in 1762, when
they had 70 Ib. of beef, 38 Ib. of mutton and 78 Ib. of veal, the
total cost, including drink, amounting to £7 8. 2d. At this time
there were 40 members of the society! As years went on more atten-
tion was apparently paid to liquid refreshment, for in 1827 * 108 Quarts
of ale and porter, £2 14s.* is one of the items in the bill. What
would these old heroes think of present-day rationing?
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CHURCH BELLS OF LONDON.
ST. MARTIN’S-IN-TH E-FIELDS.

By J. Armiger Trollope.
St. Martin’'s was made a separate parish in 1542 by
letters patent of Henry VII1I., and the tradition was that

it was done because the king objected to funeral pro-
cessions passing down Whitehall through the palace pre-
cincts on their way to St. Margaret’'s, Westminster, the
mother church.

[Photo by F. E. Dawe.
ST. MARTIN'S-IN-THE-FIELDS.

e do well, however, to mistrust such traditions.
There had been a Chapel of St. Martin from early times,
and it was only natural that, as the district developed, it
should become a parish church.

There were then three bells besides the sanctus bell
a»d the sacring bell. The latter is referred to as the
niass bell and it was hung in the chancel within the
church, either on the screen or on the wall.

In 1530, John Brook'was paid for two days’ work
fussing the great bell at the rate of eightpence a day.
Ilhat will give us some idea of the money earned by
'vorkmen at the time. Brook was, of course, a skilled
artisan, and probably would have to pay the labourer
"ho helped him.
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m Trussing the bell was tightening it up on the stock.
In those days there were no such things as bolts and
nuts, for there was no means of cutting a thread. The
bell was"hung by straps of iron called stirrups, which
were passed through the canons and fastened to the sides
of the stock with dogs or large iron nails. Such an ar-
rangement was bound to work loose in course of time,
and to be affected by the shrinkage of the wood caused
by changes of weather. OIld churchwardens’ accounts
usually contain frequent items of charges for trussing.

The church was rebuilt about 1544, and three or four
years before that the bells were recast and hung in a new
frame, the cost being partly defrayed by gifts from the
parishioners. John Young, the saddler, who regularly
supplied the baldricks, made a gift of three for the new
bells. About the same time a parishioner gave a new
saunce or sanctus bell.

The baldricks were leather straps, by which the clapper
was hung, and were passed through the crown staple and
a loop at the top of the clapper shank. They very quickly
wore out, and their renewal was a very considerable
charge on the parish revenue.

Some time after the bells were hung the stock of the
tenor began to shrink, and this necessitated ‘ winding up
the great bell ' and shutting (i.e. welding) the stirrup by
which it was hung.

11 1544 a new treble was added by a fpunder'whose

foundry was at Hounsditch, but who cannot be identified.
In 1572 the third was recast, and in 1581 the tenor was
recast by Hugh Walker. The first time he did the work
it was unsatisfactory, and the bell had to be recast a
second time.

In 1584 the whole ring was recast by Robert Mot, of
Whitechapel, the cost being defrayed by public subscrip-
tion. The list of 67 names includes those of Sir Thomas
Bromley, the Lord Chancellor of England, the Earl of
Rutland, and Sir Francis Knowles.

In 1586 Hugh Walker recast Mot’'s treble and added
another bell to increase the number of the ring to five.
A good deal of work was done to the bells at the same
time, the total cost being ~17 9s. lid. 1So, say the
churchwardens, ‘ we have laid out more than we received
49s. lid .’

Only six years later Lawrence Wright recast the tenor
at a cost of and a year later still the fourth at a cost
of £8. These charges were met by public subscription,
and as ninety persons contributed it is evident that the
bells were very popular.

The payments for ringing were similar to those in other
churches, but, as at St. Margaret’s, a large proportion
of them were for occasions when royalty passed. The
earliest on record was a payment of fourpence when
Henry VIII. passed by in 1538. Tenpence was paid
when Queen Mary came to Whitehall, and sixteenpence
when Mary and Philip of Spain arrived in London. When
Mary died, eightpence was paid for ringing her knell,
and the same amount to welcome her successor.

All through Elizabeth’s reign there was ringing when-
ever the queen came to or left Whitehall or St. James’
Palace, until January 21st, 1602, when she removed to
Richmond, where she died.

Two months later the bells were rung ‘ at the pro-
claiming of our king,” and as the large amount of two
shillings and eightpence was paid, there was probably
a full day’s ringing.

(Continued on next page.)
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ST. MARTIN’'S-IN-THE-FIELDS.

LEGEND OF NELL GWYNN.
(Continued from previous page.)

There is no record of any payment when the Spanish
Armada was defeated, but, as at all the other London
churches, the bells were rung- when the Spaniards beat
the Turks at the battle of Lepanto, and for the execu-
tion of Mary, Queen of Scots. t

In 1663 the tower of St. Martin’s was rebuilt. The
weather vane at the top was in the form of a ship and
marked some traditional connection between the church
and the Board of Admiralty. It was long the custom,
and perhaps still is, for the latter to supply the flag that
is flown on festivals. All through the seventeenth cen-
tury there was a ring of five in the steeple, and in after
years a tradition grew up that Nell Gwynn, Duchess of
St. Albans and mistress of Charles Il., had left in her
will money to provide the ringers with a weekly leg of
mutton supper. The editor of Thomas Betterton’s ‘ His-
tory of the English Stage,” published in 1741, says that
‘ among her donations was a sum of money for a weekly
entertainment of the ringers of St. Martin’s which they
enjoy to this day.” A writer in ‘' The Champion ' of
June 3rd, 1742, referring to the fraudulent practices of
parish vestries, and particularly that of St. Martin’s,
says, ‘ | cannot forbear mentioning one action more laid
to the charge of these honest men. Nell Gwynn, player,
left a handsome income yearly to St. Martin’s on condi-
tion that on every Thursday evening in the year there
should be six men employed for the space of one hour in
ringing, for which they were to have a roasted shoulder
of mutton and ten shillings for beer, but the legacy
is of late diverted, and no such allowance is now given.’

Actually no such legacy ever was left by Nell Gwynn
or by anyone else. One explanation given of the fable is
that it was the custom of the ringers after their practice
to adjourn to the ‘ Nell Gwynn ' public-house near the
Adelphi Theatre, where the landlord reserved a private
room and provided a hot leg of mutton supper at an in-
clusive charge of one shilling per head for the bell-
ringers and any friends belonging to the different
societies of ringers that used to attend the weekly prac-
tice. Whether there is any more truth in this explana-
tion than in the original legend may perhaps be doubted.

St. Martin’s was not the only parish at which there
was supposed to be endowment for providing the ringers
with a leg of mutton supper. There was a similar tradi-
tion at Fulham and several other places.

As at St. Martin’s, most of these traditions were
probably baseless fables. It is true that during some
centuries a good many bequests were left in different
places by various men, in order that bells might be rung,
but very few of them were primarily for the benefit of
the ringers. Usually it was to mark the anniversary of
the testator’s death. He provided money for the ringing
of the bells, but so long as they were rung it mattered
not at all who rang them. There was, however, a legacy
at Chertsey, Surrey, of one pound yearly for ‘ young men
to ring and make merry with ' on August 6th, and a
similar legacy at East Molesey. In the year 1841 the
Charity Commission reported that these legacies had not
been paid for some years, but the authorities evidently
had been brought to book and promised to renew the
payment.
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At Harlington, in Middlesex, there was a genuine
legacy for a leg of pork supper for the ringers. It was
a charge on a piece of land and was paid regularly. To
this day the ringers annually have their leg of pork,
served at the local inn, but this is the only instance in
the country of an ancient endowment for such a supper.

In the early years of the eighteenth century, St. Mar-
tin’s Church had become altogether inadequate for the
needs of the parish, and in the reign of George |. an Act
of Parliament was obtained to enable the parishioners
to rebuild. The design was supplied by James Gibbs, the
first stone was laid on March 19th, 1721, and the new
building was consecrated on October 24th, 1726, by Dr.
Edmund Gibson, Bishop of London. A rate was levied
on the parish, but money poured in so liberally that a
gift of jE500 towards the enrichment of the altar was
declined. i

It was decided to recast the old six bells. On Novem-
ber 3rd, 1724, eight new bells were ordered to be hung;
on the following December 8th it was resolved that two
be added to the number agreed on, and in the next year
it was decided to have a full ring of twelve.

The order was given to Abraham Rudhall, of Glouces-
ter, then at the height of his career, and the cost, includ-
ing old and new metal, was 1,264 18s. 3d.

Rudhall apparently had some difficulty in casting the
trebles, and they were not ready at -first, for when the
College Youths rang the first peal in the steeple, three
days before the church was consecrated, it was one of
Grandsire Caters. When the trebles were supplied they
were not a success, and in 1728 they were replaced by
two new hnes. The old bells some time after went to Ail
Saints’, Fulham, and one of them is there still, where it
blends perfectly with the rest of the ring.

The College Youths’ peal was conducted by Benjamin
Annable, and the band included such famous ringers as
Robert Catlin, Peter Merrygarts, William Laughton and
Matthew East.

In 1728, after the two trebles had been hung, a match
was arranged to take place at St. Martin’'s between the
London Scholars and the College Youths. Whether it
was the result of a challenge or by invitation of the parish
authorities we do not know, but probably it was the
latter. And we do not kno* what the terms of the con-
test were, but most likely there were none. Almost cer-
tainly there was no prize or stake money, though there
may have been a dinner for the winners. The *London
Scholars were asked to ring first, and they gave their

best; the College Youths followed and tried to do better.
(To be continued.)

DEATH Or MR. ROBERT SPALDING.
VETERAN RINGER DIES AT BECCLES.

Many ringers in East Anglia, particularly of the older generation,
will be sorry to hear of the passing of Mr. Robert Spalding, on
January 6tli, at the age of 90 years. ‘ Old Bob,’” as he was known to
the majority of his friends, spent most of his life at Thorpe-next-
Haddiscoe, where he was parish clerk for over 25 years, and most
of his ringing was then done on the five bells at Haddiscoe, with
occasional visits to Beccles and Yarmouth districts.

After the death of his wife about 20 years ago he went to live
with his son, also a ringer, near Beccles, and then he commenced
ringing seriously, and he was the most regular attendant at Beccles
belfry, rarely missing a Sunday service or practice until failing health
compelled him to %ive up.. Even then he took a keen interest in ring-
ing matters and always listened for the bells.

He had taken part in four peals, the last being his first peal of
Major at Lowestoft when in his 80th year. His devotion to the art
and regularity in attendance were an example to all, and the memory
of him will be cherished by all who knew him. * E. R. G.
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HANDBELLS IN CHURCH.

APPRECIATED BY CONGREGATIONS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—'Nemo ' in your issue of December 27tli asked those
who have tried handbells in church to report on how the bells ap-
pealed to the congregation.

Here, in Diss, we have a large parish church and | decided to fix
up my handbell frame in the chancel for Christmas. Our Rector was
very enthusiastic about it when I mentioned this to him. | ‘ tapped’
ten' bells for five minutes before the 7 and 8 a.m. Holy Communion
services by the aid of a torch in the almost dark church, and 1 was
told the effect was simply grand. Again before the 11 a.m. service
the organist played until five minutes before service, then | came in
with the bells. 1t was so appreciated by all the congregation that |
continued on the following Sunday for the morning and afternoon
services.

Our Rector afterwards said it was simply surprising the number of
people who told him how much they appreciated the bells and many
had asked, ' Why cannot we have the handbells every Sunday? 1
have been asked the same question by many people. So now | hope
to continue the five minutes before each service until we can have
our tower bells again.

If * Nemo ' could come to Diss he might make up his mind whether
he likes handbells in church or not. I, for one, would like to hear
a few more of his reasons against it.

ALBERT G. HARRISON.

Diss, Norfolk.

PROGRESS AT ACCRINGTON.

Dear Sir,—Perhaps ‘ Nemo ' would be interested to know we have
rung handbells in church QOll several occasions since the ban on tower
bells The Vicar voiced his appreciation: the verger reported to us
that numerous members of the congregation expressed pleasure with
our performance and would like us to repeat it. The organist also
was very friendly towards us.

The following is a copy from the ‘' Padiham Advertiser ' of October
13th, 1940:—

* Before the evening service some of the Parish Church bellringers,
assisted by friends from Accrington, rang short touches on handbells
inside the church—a beautiful innovation.'

A summary of our activities may encourage others. We have
steadily practised for the last 18 months and now include Plain Bob,

Double Bob, Reverse Bob and St. Clement's as regular ringing
methods. We are progressing very nicely with Oxford and Kent
H
n
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Treble Bob. We adopted Westminster Surprise for practice, but it
was too much of a surprise for me. Two of us rang Stedman Triples
double-handed at Bolton gn the occasion of the last Lancashire Asso-
ciation meeting, the only touch of Stedman my friend has ever rung,
and my only attempt on handbells.

From our interest in the art has sprung another infant society.
The boys at Accrington Grammar School have contributed and
acquired a set of twelve handbells, since augmented to thirteen, to
provide two minor ringfs. The thirteenth, | think, they made from
an old relic someone had at home, but it is correct pitch. We are
working all out to get them going, but the future only can give us
the results we so earnestly wish for.

CHARLES W. BLAKEY.

Accrington.

MORE WANTED.

At All Saints’ Church, Rettendon, Essex, on Christmas Day, hand-
bells were rung in church for 15 minutes before the 9 a.m. Holy
Communion service and the 11 a.m. morning service. Several plain
courses of Grandsire Triples were rung on each occasion, those taking
part being Charles W. Jay, Frank S. Jay, Roy Wheston, Gerald
Frost and Frank C. May.

During the course of 'the morning service the Rector, on behalf of
the churchwardens and the congregation, thanked the ringers for all
that they had done, and expressed the hope that they would continue
to ring the handbells week by week for all the Sunday services.

On Sunday, January 5tli, for evensong at 3.30 p.m., courses of
Grandsire Triples were again rung for 15 minutes before the service
by Charles W. Jay, Frank S. Jay, Pte.. Harry Jay and Frank C. May.
The Rector again thanked the ringers for what they haH done, and
delayed the start of the service for a few minutes so that he might
sit in church with the congregation and listen to what he called the
beautiful music of the handbells.

BEARINGS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—For a long time now | have waited to see the real
reason why ‘ plain bearings ' are preferred to ball bearings. If any-
one, like myself, who attend to the #going,’ they might say ball
bearings are better. Should one try to ring a bell without a stay to
a peal as | have done several times, then ' plain bearings' are un-
doubtedly to be preferred. With regard to ringing heavy bells, my
experience is that you can ring a 30 cwt. bell easier at Saffron Walden
than at Cambridge. No stones cast at anyone.

RANK WARRINGTCSN.

Swavesey, Cambs.

LOUQHBOROUGH.

THE
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MEARS &
STAINBANK,

IBellfounders St
IBell hangers,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD,
LONDON, E1

Telephone Bishopsgate 8849

Foundry
Established
A.D. 1570

(12th year
of reign of
Elizabeth).

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
46 cwt. Oqgr. 5 Ib.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED

for
Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

HANDBELLS

in sets of any number.

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.
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BELFRY GOSSIP.

Mr. C. H. Jennings, the hon. secretary of the Dorchester Branch
of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild, was recently installed Worshipful
Master of the United Service (Dorset) Masonic Mark Lodge.

In reply to enquiries, we are pleased to say that St. Peter Mancroft
Church and its famous bells, with the other churches of Norwich,
have not sustained any damage by enemy action.

We regret to announce the death, which occurred last Saturday, of
Mrs. C. D. Potter, widow of the late president of the Bajnsley and
District Society.

On January 13th, 1772, the Norwich Scholars rang at St. Michael's,
Coslany, 6,048 changes of Imperial the Third Major. The method,
which has irregular lead ends and is now obsolete, was composed by
William Porter, the author of Double Norwich Court I130b. It was
much practised by-the Norwich Scholars during the eighteenth century
and is a difficult method, but though it was given in the ‘ Clavis’
and by Shipway, only one peal was rung away from the city of its
birth. Christopher Lindsey composed the Coslany peal, and John
Chamberlin, of whom Mr. C. E. Borrett recently gave us an account,
called the bobs.

On the same date in 1903, the St. Martin’s Youths rang at Birming-
ham the first peal of Forward Maximus. This method, which was
introduced by John Carter, has some good qualities, but is almost
intolerably monotonous for peal ringing.

The band from St. Peter’s, Brighton, rang the first peal of London
Surprise Major in the city of London on January 14tli, 1899. It was
on the bells of St. Stephen’s, Coleman Street, which were destroyed
in the recent air raid.

James Barham died on January 14th, 1818, at the age of 93.

Fifty years ago to-day six peals were rung. They consisted of two
Kent Treble Bob Major, and one each of Grandsire Triples and Caters,
Union Triples and Stedman Triples.

Mr. George Williams, the doyen of conductors, who, we are pleased
to say, is hale and hearty despite the enemy’s close attention, rang
his first peal 57 years ago to-day. It was one of Grandsire Triples
at Soberton in Hampshire.

The Mancroft record peal of 7,126 Stedman Cinques was rung on
January 18th, 1844.

Next Sunday, is the 216th. anniversary of the first peal by the
College Youths. It was also the first peal on twelve bells and was
rung at St. Bride’s, Fleet Street.

Henry Bastable, for many years the leading conductor in Birming-
ham, and the Ringing Master of the St. Martin's Society, died on
January 19th, 1899, at the age of 50.

‘RINGING NOT AN ACT OF WORSHIP.-
To the Editor.

Sir,—It is not my usual practice to reply to folk sheltering under
anonymity. No doubt our friend the ‘ Association Secretary ' is con-
vinced that he lias reasons justifying his doing so. So in reply 1
would say that we seem to agree tliat when we worship God we
honour Him. If he does not honour God in his ringing, oy making
it a testimony of his esteem for all that God lias done for him, 1
would respectfully suggest that lie ought to. When we praise God
we worship Him. We praise God in various ways, as, for instance,
Psalm 150 will show. Once one accepts the fact that they can (and
should) worship God by their ringing, my other points will hold true.

. G. P. ELPHICK.

Priory Street, Lewes.

SOUVENIRS OF OLD NORWICH RINGERS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In reply to the letter from Mr. L. W. Bunce in your
current issue—the C?urt Royal at Leeds in 1765 was the London
variation. The Norwich peal in 1709 was the Norwich variation, and,
H]]_erefore, the first in the latter method. All authorities agree upon

is.

As to the old Norwich ringers and the property their *Purse Society *
acquired, 1 would refer him to your issue of September 1st, 1939,
where he will find his question answered by Mr. Trollope in one of a
series of articles he has so ably contributed on this and other most
interesting matters. '

The property was divided amongst the members when the Purse
Society—it was a small benefit society—was dissolved. | was able to
purchase two pieces of the pewter set, a quart flagon and a half-pint
mug. The former is engraved, ‘ The Society of Ringers, July 19th,
1821, Peckover Hill, Headsman, and the mug similarly, save the
omission of the Headsman's name. | have also several pieces of the
pewter *token money.* They are about the sifce of a five-shilling
piece, and engraved round the edge, ‘St. Peter’6 Mancroft Ringers.'

I have spent a good many delightful Old Years' Nights in the com-
pany of these, pewter drinking vessels and token money, and am
sorry such convivial days are a thing of the past.

The number and variety of the peals we rang on each of these
nights, w*ith our tongues, after the pewters had been filled with
4hot-pot * from the great stone jug, and handed round bv the stewards
a few times, was prodigious, and 10 p.m. was not the closing hour in
those days! CHARLES E. BORRETT.

Sheringham, Norfolk.
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THE OXFORD SOCIETY.

successful new year's party.

The Oxford Society had planned to go to Nottingham, Leicester and
Loughborough for their annual outing last Whitsuntide, but for
obvious reasons it had to be cancelled at the last moment. This year
a precedent was set when a New Year’'s party was held on Sunday,
January 5th, at the Oriel Restaurant.

The weather, although dry, was very cold, but the ringers were
shown into a warm and comfortable room, where the heavily laden
tables were a sight for sore eyes. The shortage of meat offered no
problem to th*j proprietor, as/turkey held pride of place on the menu.

The society was honoured with the presence of the Mayor (Mr. C.
Bellamy) and others present included the president (Alderman Brown)
and Mrs. Brown, Mr. V. Bennett (secretary) and Mr. R. Post (Ringing
Master). The ringers and their wives and friends totalled about 30.

The president proposed the toast of His Majesty the King. In

=these difficult times, he saud, they were fortunate to be able to have

such a happy gathering. He and his wife had done a little arith-
metic, and it might interest the Mayor to know that here were 27
rings and 172 bells within the environs of Oxford. He hoped that
good care would be taken of them, as it would be a tragedy if their
victory peals came to an untimely end through faulty bearings or
ropes.

Mr. W. Collett proposed the toast of the Mayor and Corporation.
He expressed the society’s pleasure in having His Worship with them
that day. Although they had not met under those conditions before,
the Mayor had been in the belfry of Christ Church more than once.
Besides, added Mr. Collett, the Mayor has a very good press, and
it will help get the society more publicity.

Since ringing has ceased, continued Mr. Collett, he had been looking
for some other diversion, as his wife thought he should have one. He
used to get a good deal of pleasure from playing tennis, although he
had never got beyond the ‘rabbit’ class, so he thought he would
take it up again. Unfortunately, when he got his flannels out he
found that they would not go round any more. His wife was still
insistent and entered him as a member of a bowls club. He thought
before one could become a bowls player one must be a similar shape
as a wood. Whilst playing in the park last summer he overheard
two ladies* talking. One suggested that they should stop and watch
the game for a while. The other protested and said it was an old
man’s game. ‘But that man over there is not very old,’ said the
other (meaning me, | hope, said Mr. Collett). ‘' Come on,’” said the
second lady, ‘there must oe something the matter with him.” Need-
less to say, he added, 1 am still looking for a diversion.

THE* MAYOR AND THE BELLS.

Replying, the Mayor said how happy he was to be with them that
day. Mrs. Bellamy had been looking forward to it also, but regretted
that only a few hours before she had found it impossible to be present.
He had much enjoyed listening to the handbells, and he thought the
music was beautiful; it stirred something inside him when he first
heard them. As for the other 172 bells, he continued, he was afraid
he could not do anything about them, as his time was fully occupied
in keeping his @ councillors in order, but he hoped that the bells
would be looked after and it was the ringers’ duty to the public.
His knowledge of ringing was not very much, and he had to go to
the ringers’ archives to find out what he should speak about. He
went on to speak of the many peals that had been rung in the city
in the early days. He noticed that in one peal there was a potash
maker, a cork-cutter, a tailor, a schoolmaster, butler and two college
servants. Surely ringers were as democratic as England herself,
and he hoped it would always be so. The enthusiasm of those College
Youths who walked from London to Oxford, a distance of 54 miles,
must have been tremendous.

Continuing, His Worship said that one old Oxford ringer, Jonathan
Pavier, who was "a blacksmith by trade, lived in a small cottage in
Gloucester Green. When he was 80 years of age, he approached a
well-known Oxford solicitor and offered him his cottage if he would
pay him £1 a week, for the rest of his life. The solicitor, thinking he
was on a good thing, readily agreed, but it didn’t turn out so good,
as old Jonathan lived to be over 100.

Mr. R. Post said he was speaking for all the ringers present when
he said how much he missed the draw of the belfry. Handbells were
a very pleasant hobby, but they were a poor substitute for the
tower bells. He hoped it would not be long oefore they could mount
the familiar steps to ring for victory.

Mr. V. Bennett then proposed that all present should stand for a
minute in memory of Charles Eustace, a member of the society, who
was killed at Dunkirk. He was trying to get in touch with Alec
Gammon, who was a prisoner of war in Poland, and he went on to
read letters of good wishes and thanks for the presents which were
sent to six members now in the Services.

Mr. T. Trollope said that much greater effort was needed to get
more beginners to take up ringing. He felt there was no dearth of
talent about, and the ringers would endeavour to get the public
acquainted with the art, not only amongst men, but ladies as well.

He went on to pay tribute to the good work Miss Marie Cross was
doing as secretary to the City brancn of the Diocesan Guild and to
%Qvevegreat help she was to beginners on handbells as well as in the

= i 2 handbells were frequently in use during the afternoon and
included in the methods -was a ‘rery -well-struck course of Sfcedman
(Continued in next column.)
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ST. MARTIN'S GUILD, BIRMINGHAM.

JOHNSON COMMEMORATION TO BE HELD.

The annual meeting of St. Martin's Guild for the Diocese of
Birmingham was held at the Tamworth Arms, Moor Street, Birming-
ham, on Saturday, January 4th.

In the absence of the Master (Alderman J. S. Pritchett), Councillor
A. Paddon Smith occupied the chair. The attendance of members,
although not up to the usual number for an annual meeting, was
quite satisfactory and showed that, although there could be no ringing
on the tower bells, the interest in the Guild’'s business was still very
much alive.

The Master wrote regretting his inability to attend and the oppor-
tunity of shaking hands with old friends. Unfortunately, his house
had been bombed and- he was much upset, but luckily no one was
injured. He sincerely hoped we were entering upon a happier year
and that 1941 would bring peace and happiness. He hoped to be 86
on January 8th. The secretary was instructed to convey the sym-
pathy of the Guild with him in his misfortune, and their hearty
congratulations and best wishes on his birthday and throughout the

ear. X
Y The treasurer presented tEe*annual accounts, which showed a small
loss on the year caused by the increased cost of the Henry Johnson
Commemoration Dinner. The auditors having given their report, the
accounts were unanimously adopted.

The secretary reported the receipt of a letter from Mr. James
George, now of Wolverton, thanking him and the members of the
Guild for their letters of sympathy and good wishes during his very
dangerous illness and serious operation. He enclosed cheque in settle-
ment of his subscription for the current year and also a donation of
£1 5s. towards the Guild's funds as a mark of appreciation. It was
proposed by the chairman and unanimously agreed *that a letter T
sent Mr. George thanking him for his kindly thought and donation
and wishing him continued good health and that in time he would
overcome the disadvantage of the loss of his leg.

Mr. W. C. Dowding, now of Martley, Worcestershire, wrote apologis-
ing for his absence. He enclosed his subscription and sent best wishes
to all the members and expressed the hope that it would not be long
before the bells could be rung as usual.

Confidence was expressed in the officers of the Guild and all were
unanimously re-elected as follows: Master, Alderman J. S. Pritchett;
Ringing Master, F. E. Haynes; trustees, Councillor A. Paddon Smith
and E. T. Allaway; auditors, F. Price and G. E. Fearn; librarian,
G. F. Swann; hon. secretary and treasurer, T. H. Reeves.

After some discussion it was unanimously agreed not to let the
Henry Johnson Commemoration drop, but on account of present
conditions it would not be possible to hold it in the evening
or on the same scale as hitherto. It was proposed by Councillor
Paddon Smith, seconded by Mr. Albert Walker and agreed that the
commemoration this year be held on Saturday, March 1st, *nd take
the form of a midday lunch at 1.30 p.m., and that the speeches be
curtailed so that everyone can get home before black-out time. Should
the Master not be able to preside, it was unanimously agreed that
Councillor Paddon Smith be chairman.

Mr. G. F. Swann reminded those present that Mr. John Jaggar was
celebrating his 80tli birthday on that day. He moved that the hearty
congratulations of the Guild should be accorded him: This was carried
unanimously and Mr. Jaggar suitably responded. Unfortunately tea
could not be provided at the Tamworth Arms, so after some handbell
practice and social intercourse the proceedings terminated.

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE ASSOCIATION S LOSS.
DEATH OF MR. JAMES CLIFF, BLAYDON-ON-TYNE.
Captain of the belfry of St. Cuthbert's, Blaydon, for many years,
Mr. James CIiff passed away at the age of 67 years on Tuesday,
January 7th, after only a fortnight's illness. He was a tower of
strength to the Durham and Newcastle Diocesan Association, whose
ranks he joined in 1898. Although he had only rung in two peals,
one of Bob Major and one of Minor methods, he had done a good
work in instruction in his belfry and in those in the Western District

of the association.

One of his sons, Herbert P. CIiff, is a prominent and popular mem-
ber of the Newcastle Cathedral Guild, while one of his daughters, also
a ringer, is married to a well-known ringer of Croydon, Mr. Fred
Collins.

The interment took place at Blaydon Cemetery on Friday, January
10th A service was held in the Parish Church previously, and amongst
the tokens laid on his grave was a wreath from the president and

Imembers of the association.

Mr. CIiff was of a happy, genial nature and his presence will be
sincerely missed at future meetings. He leaves a widow, three sons
and two daughters to mourn their loss.

THE OXFORD SOCIETY.
(Continued from previous column.)
Cinques. Some carols and other well-known tune6 played by Mr.
R. A. Post and his wife were greatly appreciated by all.
It was suggested that these parties should become an annual affair
for the duration. This brought many varied opinions as to how long
the war would last, which only ceased when there was a genera!

ldispersal of the party at 4.30 p.m.
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PEALS OF STEDMAN.
A FALLACY IN TRIPLES.

We rather expected that some of our experts would have replied to
Mr. G. E. Symonds’ enquiry which appeared in our issue of December
27th last

Mr. Symonds said he had been told of a peal of Stedman Triples,
called by James W. Washbrook, in which the treble was a quick bell
throughout. He rather doubted the report, but said the figures would
be highly interesting.

If such a peal was ever claimed to be rung, which is~inconceivable.
it would have been false. Washbrook did many fine and many re-
markable things, but this is beyond anyone’s powers. In any peal of
Triples each bell must strike an equal number of times in every
position. Now if the treble is always to be a quick bell it must be
bobbed in 6-7, either up or down, every time it goes out behind.
That means that in each journey from the lead to the back and down
again it will strike twice in each firsts, seconds and thirds places,
six times in each fourths and fifths, and nine times in sixths and
sevenths.

From this we get 40 as the full number of possible courses and
therefore 1,440 changes as the extent on the plan, the number of
changes in each course being 36.

But what is possible is to have a peal of.Stedman Caters in which
one bell always goes in quick, for the number of changes on nine
bells is so great that it is no longer necessary for an individual bell to
fall an equal number of times into every position.

Peals of this sort have been composed and rung. It is said that
when Henry Hubbard went from Norwich to Leeds he tried to induce
the local men to ring Stedman Caters, but there was the stumbling-
block that one of them could not, or would not, learn the slow work.
To get over the difficulty Hubbard composed touches and a peal in
which one bell always went in quick. They rang the touches, but
not the peal.

Henry Johnson composed peals with the sixth always a quick bell.
They were on the short course plan with alternate 7689 and 6789
course ends. One of these compositions was rung at Christ Church,
Dublin, on May 25th, 1901, by a band which consisted of W. H.
Barber, J. S. Goldsmith. G. R. P$e, P. W. Davies, I. G. Shade, W.
Short, E. Pye, J. George, W. Pye and J. Buffery.

Mr. Barber called the bobs and it was the first time such a com-
position had been called from a non-observation bell.

IPSWICH RINGERS.

ST. MARY-LE-TOWER SOCIETY MEETS WEEKLY.

The annual meeting of St. Mary-le-Tower Society was held on
Sunday morning, January 5th, when all the officers "for the ensuing
year were re-elefited en bloc.

Two members were prevented from being present by illness, the
veteran Mr. Robert H. Brundle and Mr. Charles A. Catchpole, who
had contracted influenza. Hope was expressed for their speedy
recovery.

After the meeting .880 changes of Kent Treble Bob Royal were rung
by G. A. Fleming 1-2, H. E. Smith 34, C. J. Sedgley 56, G. E.
Symonds 7-8, W. P. Garrett 9-10.

The society is keeping alive by meeting every Sunday morning for
handbell practice. On two recent occasions over 1,000 Bob Major
were rung, also touches of Grandsire Cinques, Kent Treble Bob
Maximus, etc.

THE BELLS OF ST. BRIDE S, FLEET STREET.
To the Editor. -

Dear Sir,—Now that the bells of St. Bride's, Fleet Street, will never
ring again, | am sure there are many who, like myself, would like
to say a word of thanks to those gentlemen who opened up the tower
in recent years, thus enabling many to make their first acquaintance
or renew old acquaintances with those historic bells.

For many years the bells were only allowed to be rung once or
twice a year on special occasions, and the ‘ go * of the bells and the
condition of the ropes can be better imagined than described. The
ringing was undertaken by the Cumberlands, and through the efforts
of the Master of the society, Mr. G. H. Cross, a new set of ropes was
obtained, and eventually permission was granted for the bells to be
rung for Sunday evening services, when a band could be arranged.
He also obtained permission for the bells to be rung on Whit Monday,
1936, when the Central Council met in London. On that occasion
there must have been numerous ringers who rang for the first time
on St. Bride’s bells.

The late Mr. Frank Smith and Mr. T. Bevan, the present senior
steward of the society, also deserve our thanks for their efforts to
make the bells go a little better. Those of us who have been in the
negg(lected bell chamber of a city church realise the nature of their
task.

Although the efforts of these gentlemen may seem to have been
frustrated by the destruction of the bells, I, for one, will always
remember the gloomy ringing chamber, with its circular windows
and big ancient peal boards, and be grateful for the chance to ring
in such an historic tower. J. E. BAILEY.

Dartford, Kent.
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WHAT IS A GOOD SURPRISE METHOD?

ARE PRACTICAL RINGERS THE BEST JUDGES?
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. Melville’s letter is interesting. He is correct in
saying that, in Cambridge, the tenors are divided by more than two
places in 90 rows in the course. | quoted the Rev. E. Bankes James
without checking his figures. This is another drawback to an attrac-
tive but very faulty method. It seems certain that it would never
have attained its present-day popularity had more perfect methods
been available, or, at least, better known. The fact that it extends
so well to Royal and Maximus does not, in my opinion, make up for
its deficiencies.

I am not acquainted with Bedford Surprise, but it sounds good; one
false course.end, correct coursing order, variety, good music and easy
extension are first class qualities. Perhaps you would be kind enough
to repeat the publication of a lead, so that your readers may have*
an opportunity of judging if, amongst all these, it has any faults.

Whether practical ringers are always the best judges of the qualities
of a method I'm not so sure. Just as a good musician can judge
the qualities of a piece of music without playing it, so is it possible
to assess the qualities of a method, both theoretically and musically,
without ringing it. The great majority of ringers, | should say, con-
sider interest first, and then music, and, unless they happen to be
composers, rarely go beyond these. Just to have a little aig at my
good Yorkshire friends, capable ringers may spoil excellent methods,
as they have been doing, for many years past, with their ‘cart-
wheel ' Minor. * JAMES F. HARVEY.

Baildon, Yorks.
BEDFORD SURPRISE.

Bedford Surprise Major, by Mr. Frederick Dench, was first pub-
lished in ‘ 'I"ie Ringing World ' on April 7th, 1911. It has a perfect
extension to Royal and Maximus. It has only one false course end
in Major. 24365, and therefore all peals of Treble Bob on all numbers
can be used with the bob made in 4tli's. If the bob is made on the
Eh_reed back bells, peals with the 6tli its extent in 6th’'s can be ob-
ained.

Below is a lead of Major and a half lead of Royal and Maximus

12345678 1234567890 1234567890et
21436587 2143658709 214365870&TE
12463857 1246385079 124638507t9e
21648375 2164830597 21648305t7€9
26143857 2614385079 261438507t9e
62413857 6241380597 62413805t 79
26148357 2614835079 26148350719
62418375 6241830597 62418305t 7€9
26481735 2648103957 2648103t5e79
62847153 6284019375 62840113597
68241735 6824103957 6824103t5e79
86427153 8642019375 864201t3e597
68472513 6840291735 68402113957
86745231 8604927153 86041219375
87654213 8069421735 80614213957
78562431 0896247153 08t624e19375
87652341 8069274513 80612e481735
78563214 0896725431 08162947153
75836241 0987624513 Ot8e62491735
57382614 9078265431 10e826947153
75328164 0987256341 01t8e29674513
57231846 i0e892765431
52738164 1.243658709 10982674513
25371846 et9028765431
1426385079

52317486 te 0927856341
25137468
52314786 1243658709te
25134768

1426385079x
21557486
12354768
21345678
12436587
14263857

DEATH OF MRS. LAURA SNOWDON.

We much regret to announce the death of Mrs. Laura Suowdor.
who passed away on January 6th at the advanced age of 91 years ai
her home at Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulverston. Lancashire.

Mrs. Snowdon was the widow of the late Mr. William Snowdon, to
whom she was married in 1883. She was buried in a grave next to
her husband at Cartmel, Lancs, on January 9th.

The deepest sympathy of the Exercise will go out to her devoted
daughter, Miss MargaretSnowdon. <
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MORE ABOUT RINGERS’' TALES.

BY A TOUGH VETERAN.

When a man has reached a certain age and has fallen, or is about
to fall, into what Shakespeare picturesquely calls the sere and yellow
leaf, there are two grave faults to which he is very prone. One is
the habit of giving good advice to younger people; the other is telling
tales of what he did when he was a young man.

According to a witty* Frenchman, old men give good advice because
they can 10 longer set bad examples. Whether that is so I will not
now seek to determine, but | must and will say it is a fault from
which 1 myself am singularly free. 1 have lived a long and not
uneventful life, spent in many places and under diverse conditions.
I have had my faults arid made my mistakes. | have missed bobs I
should have called. | have gone in quick when | ought to have gone
in slow. 1 iiave lost myself at the crucial time in a peal. These
things | have done, but no one, no, not my most candid friend, can
sav that | give good advice.

Unfortunately, it seems to be a law that if in one thing a man is
blameless, then he must make up for it by a superfluity of naughti-
ness in another thing, and when | turn to the other “rave fault |
confess my conscience makes me tremble. Here, alas, | have great
cause to beat the breast, and to cry out in a loud and lamentable
voice, Mea culpa! Mea maxima culpa! Set me on my Sunday morn-
ing wa?{ with mine own familiar friend; put me in a saloon bar with
three or four ringers after a peal or practice meeting—and the urge
to talk is well nigh irresistible. Ask those members of the Central
Council what happens in the hotel lounge long after midnight has
chimed. Ask them, but don’'t forget to remind them *that | am not
the only offender, nor yet the worst.

It has been held by authorities that faults and offences lose half
their badness when they are performed elegantly and gracefully. Be
that as it may, | think we may admit that much talking (in itself
an offence) can be made tolerable if done in the right way. In the
puritanical circles wherein | was born and nurtured it ustd to be said
that idle talk was a sin, and perhaps no good talker can be wholly
a righteous man. He must be a bit of a liar, something of an egotist,
and he needs a suspicion of malice, and a reasonable amount of
naughtiness.

Thinking these things over, | wondered whether | could reproduce
for the benefit of the readers of ‘' The Ringing World ' some of the

ood tales | have heard and told; but, alas, a tale good to tell or to
ear, nearly always turns out a poor feeble thing when it is set down
in print. You shall iudge. Here is what | call quite a good yarn.

Many years ago | had to go to the East End of London, and after
I had finished my business | went into a public-house to get a drink.
There were a number of men in the bar and among them a big,
hulking bully of a fellow, who was throwing his weight about, insult-
ing people and generally making himself a nuisance. The rest of the
company were getting pretty well fed up with him, and, remembering
that bullies are generally cowards at heart, were hoping that someone
would stand up to him and slosh him across the jaw. But each waited
for tjie other to begin and so no one acted.

There was, however, one man who was sitting by himself quietly
drinking his glass of beer. He was a rather small man not quite of
middle age, and as one looked at his face one could see that he was
a man of force of character, who would not readily enter into a
quarrel, but once in would not be a quitter.

Well, he sat there quietly, and as | watched him | could notice,
the anger and disgust that were mounting in his mind.

Presently the bully went across to where a small man was sitting
on a stool, pushed him off it rudely and sat down himself.

That decided the quiet man. He got up, walked over to the bully,
and said calmly but sternly, ‘ Let that man have his stool again!

The bully put his pint pot down and half turned with a look of
blank surprise and amazement on his face.

“Eh?" he said.

‘ Get off that stool, I tell you, and get off it quick!” ordered the
quiet man, and | noticed that his right arm was taut and his right
fist was clenched.

The bully put his feet slowly to the ground and stood up, and the
t\_/\I/o men stood facing each other while the company looked on in tense
silence.

For a few seconds they faced each other, then the bully stretched
out his two great paws. Grasping the other’'s collar with one hand
and the seat of his trousers with the other, he tossed him through
the open door into the street, and, having done so, he climbed on to
the stool again and -finished his beer.

Properly told, that is quite a good tale. 1 got it out of a book,
and | did my utmost to turn it into a ringing tale, but, try as |
would, | could not.

Now here are two other tales which happen to be true, and you
Wj! h°w inferior they are to the first.

During the last war when | was in France | was sent to Divisional
Headquarters on a signalling course. It was supposed to be a refresher
course for men who were already “signallers, but actually | knew
nothing about it, and | suspect it was a bit of favouritism on the
part of my company commander to give me five or six weeks out of
the trenches, which | appreciated accordingly. But that's neither
here nor there.

* was wa*king across the field which served as a football
.ela and parade ground, and at the other en3 there was a party
(Continued in next column.)
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THE BAN ON RINGING,
QUESTIONING M.P.'s.
To the Editor.

Sir,—Mr. Smith’s letter in ‘' The Ringing World ' of December 20tli
reads like a 4Haw Haw ' broadcast talk—it is abusive without being
constructive and written by a person who does not care to put his
address. In it (as in the letter underneath it) the presence of argu-
ment is negligible.

If 1 made a guess, | don't think | should be far wrong in saying
that what Mr. Smith does not like about my letter is that it bears
the wrong ' identity card,’” and was a case of ‘sour grapes.” There
is no doubt by writing such a ‘ blitz’ to your columns Mr. Smith
thinks he has delivered a ‘ knock-out' blow, but the next time he
tries such a move I'll advise him to fill his ‘ bombs ' with something
a little bit- different to wind.

I couid write at considerable length on his *letter,” but there are
one or two points | wish to make a few observations upon. One is,
is Mr. Smith in favour of the ban or is lie against it? If lie is in
favour of it, then he lias no case and it is simply another instance
of abusing the opposing attorney.

If he is, against it, he should know perfectly well that to write
such a letter is just the way to create an impression that there is a
split among the rank and file of the fraternity, and this is just what
those in favour of the ban are looking for. After all, how does he
know but that the Government and military authorities may come up
against his letter, and perhaps even file it for reference to support
their case at some future date! | have heard of this being done
more than once.

Perhaps Mr. Smith takes the attitude that because it is. the Govern-
ment it is no use putting up a fight, but exactly the opposite should
be thfe case if Mr. Smith respects the freedom we are supposed to
be fighting for. Let me remind him that it is this attitude which
lias led to the stalemate in politics which lias given the Government
many of the dictatorial powers which they now possess. Laziness and
indifference to the things of life which matter most is the true descrip-
tion of this principle. If Mr. Smith resents going into action he
should not (if he disagrees with the ban) adopt a ‘ dog in the manger '
attitude towards others doing so. After all, the vote is a precious
thing, which our forefathers sacrificed many things to secure, and it
should be used whenever possible. Far from resenting questions, |
find a great many M.P.’s and others welcome them, and often express
the wish that more people would take the trouble of using the oppor-
tunity when it is afforded. Personally, | fail to see what it matters
whether the question is put collectively or personally so long as it is
put to the fountain head (which is Parliament itself) and not.to any
agents, and is supported by written views of a majority (as was
done in .this case with material from *‘The Ringing World '), and
that a strong case is made out.

A little initiative is worth more than all the officialdom in the
world—and this latter phrase | would ask Mr. Smith and your other

correspondent *to go to bed and sleep on it.’ P. AMOS.
Northampton.
MORE ABOUT RINGERS' TALES.

(Continued from previous column.)
practising sending flag messages in morse. 1 stopped to take down the
message, and there in the village of Sailly Labourse, which, as every-
body knows, is on the high road between Bethune and Lens, | read
to my surprise that someone (I forget his name) had pulled up Bow
tenor in so many minutes.

Away in the distance one of Jerry's balloons was up, and | should
like to know what his observers, who certainly read that message,
made of it. No doubt it was referred to the intelligence department
as a new code which had to foe solved.

The explanation, of course, was simple and even tame. | had had
*The Ringing World ' sent out to me and dropped a copy, which the
sergeant instructor picked up and used for his test message.

The other tale concerns something that happened not so long ago.
I was walking on a Sunday morning with a very well known and
distinguished ringer in a suburb of London where there are no bells.
Presently | stopped and said, *1 heard bells, but my companion
said it was only a distant train and my imagination. So we walked
on. | stopped again and said, ‘1 heard bells,, but my companion
said it was only somebody’s gramophone playing jazz dance music.

So we walked on. Again | stopped and this time we both thought
we heard bells. *Somebody has got a gramophone and St. Mar-
garet’'s, Westminster, record,* said my companion, and we walked
across the road to listen near the house rtvhere the sound seemed to
come from; but it was not there.

We walked down a couple of roads still hearing the noise and we
turned a comer and then there was no doubt about it. It was bells
all right and not only bells but change ringing, and not only change
ringing but Stedman tinques, Stedman Cinques rung with a three ton
tenor and rung as Stedman Cinques should be rung. And 'by all the
laws of man and nature 110 Stedman Cinques should have been within
miles of that place.

We followed the sound through several streets as it got louder and
louder, and at last it led us to a small Roman Catholic church with a
turret hardly big enough to hold a decent sized handbell. 1 should
not say anything if they had rung Grandsire Doubles with a six
hundredweight tenor, but Stedman Cinques from such a place! Now,
I ask you, is it playing the game?
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DOUBLE LONDON COURT BOB.

AN OBSOLETE METHOD.

In records of early ringing we often come across accounts of peals
of Court Bob Major and occasionally of Court Bob Royal, and doubts
sometimes arise as to what method was actually rung. It is generally
recognised that the peal of Royal rung at Norwich in 1769 was what
we now call Double Norwich Court Bob, but as our correspondent,
Mr. L. W. Bunce, pointed out, Barham’s band had already in 1765
rung 6,720 changes of Court Bob Royal at Leeds. If that was Double
Norwich, how could the Mancroft peal be the first in the method?

The explanation is as Mr. Borrett points out, that the two peals
were not rung in the same method.

Double Court Bob Minor, or, as it was at first called, Court Bob
Minor, was one of the earliest and most popular of six-bell methods.
It deserved to be and it was natural that men should try and»extend
it first to eight bells and -then to ten, as they had already done to
Plain Bob and Oxford Treble Bob.

But then a difficulty arose. In theory there may be more than one
correct way of extending either Plain and Treble Bob, but there is
only one way which satisfies the practical requirements of the belfrv.
That does not apply to Court Bod, and the men who tried to extend
it to eight anS ten bells took different views of what are the essential
things In the method.

William Porter and the Norwich men said in effect: The one im-
portant thing in Court Bob Minor js that the bell which the treble
turns from the lead makes fourth’s and third’s places round the treble,
and the bell which the treble turns from the back similarly makes
the fourth’s and the third's places counted from behind. We will
reproduce this feature on the higher numbers and let the other bells
fit their work to it. The London men took a different view. '

MAJOR. ROYAL
12345678 1234567890
21436587 214,3658709
24163857 2416385790
42618375 4261837509
24681357 2468173059
42863175 4286710395
48236715 4827601359
84327651 8472063185
48372561 4870236915
84735216 8407329651
87453126 8043792561
78541362 - 0834975216
87514326 8039457126
78153462 0893541762
71835642 0985314726 -
17386524 9058137462
13768542 0951873642

9015786324
910 7568342
1970653824
1796035284

They said that the principal feature of Court Bob is that every bell
dodges on the lead and behind, before and after leading and lying
full, except when the treble intervenes; the bell that the treble turns
from the front or from behind makes third’'s place counted from the
back and third’'s place counted from the front continually, until it
follows the treble to the front or to the back; elsewhere all the work
is plain hunting.

Either of these plans will give an extension which appears to satisfy
the requirements of the belfry, and we are not surprised that both
had their advocates who maintained that their extension was the
correct one. t

But the proof of the pudding is in the eating, and while the Norwich
extension shewed itself to be one of the very best and most musical
of methods, the London extension, although quite easy to ring, breaks
up the tenors and makes it very difficult to get anything like a
decent peal composition. It also has irregular lead ends, but the
old ringers, though they preferred to have Bob Major lead ends, would
not have condemned London Court because it lacks them if it had
any compensating good qualities.

MEMORIAL FUND.

Amount previously acknowledged, £18. Further donations have been
received from G. W. Cartmell, St. Albans. 10s.; W. H. Shuker, Man-
chester, 3s.; J. E. Davis, London, 2s. 6d.: J. Bullock, Dagenham.
2s. 6d.; A. Walker, Birmingham. 5s.: J. Emery, Bromley, 2s.: F.
Smith, Bushey, 2s. 6d.; J. S. Goldsmith. Woking, 5s.; to "whom the
thanks of the committee are tendered.—A. B. Peck.

BNMNLL ROPFEFS

MADE FROM ITALIAN HFMP. OR ITALIAN FLAX
SOFT AND PT,TABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT
CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 year*. 'Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM
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TRANSPOSITION.

‘MINORMANIA ' EXPLAINS HOW IT IS DONE.

The letters from two correspondents, asking about transposition,
have reminded me of the difficulty of an experienced ringer and con-
ductor with whom, years ago, | was discussing Minor ‘ splicing.’

He would rattle off lead ends and course ends galore, for quicker
than 1, but when the treble was no longer at lead, he went to pieces
for some reason. He just could not see it.

One thing he did, with which | ~disagree, was to ignore the treble,
and | think that this was his main trouble. | have noticed that the
articles on proof, published recently, do this—not only when the treble
is at lead, but also internally in the rows, and 1 think that the
practice is most confusing. And, having scanned all of the articles, 1|
am more convinced than ever of the necessity to example everything
fully, as one goes along, if the matter is to be digested properly by
those who really need it at all. Any subsequent enlargement is most
likely never to be read, or, if read, to remain unconhected with the
original problem of the reader.

However, that ringer and | got down to ‘ examples,' and the upshot
was the publication of an article on transposition, with cards for the
job, which might be worth repetition. It cannot be the same, since |
write from memory while resting in a dug-out somewhere in a ! target
area.’

When row (a) is ‘ transposed by ' row (b), it means this: The num-
bers in row (a) are read as bells, while those of row (b) are read as
positions, and positions in two ivays. First, the positions visually
obvious by tire numbers you read; and second, the positions they hold
in the row, from left to right. Thus, row (a) 24316587 transposed by
row (b) 47263581 means that 24316587 are bells in the (understood)
positions of 1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc., respectively, while 47263581 each denote
a position to which you look in row (a); and in that position you
will find a bell™ (in a), which must now go down to another order
(from left to right) which is (again understood) 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th,
5th, 6th, 7th, 8tli (in b). In other words, the ‘ understood ' positions
are ‘' rounds order,” while the positions (denoted by b) for which you
look (in a) are not in rounds order.

If you work strictly from left to right (from b) you will write
(naturally, from left to right) what you find (in a) from the given
positions (in b); thus: 24316587 x 47263581 = 18453672

Put down one black set in *rounds order ’
—12345678. Cover it up with the red set (a)
24316587. Put row (b) under, in black, 47263581.
Now uncover the black above, one at a time and in no particular
order, and cover the black below, but in strict order from left to
right there, with the red cards. Take no notice of the numbers on
the red cards until the job is completed. What you want to do is to
uncftver the black *4 ' above (which you cannot see) and bring down
the red tard on to the black ‘4’ below. Then uncover the hidden
‘7' above, taking the red card to the ‘7’ below. And so on. You
cannot see the black hidden cards, but the point is that you know
where to find them, because they are in ‘rounds order,’ hidden be-
neath row (a).

When you transpose ‘ backwards,’
course ends from two rows, it means this: You couple together the
bells appearing one above another in two rows. You then pick the
coupled pairs up (together), and put them down again in any order
you may want.

When looking for false course ends, from the articles, you require
to put the coupled pairs down in rounds order, either from the top
row, the bottom row, or from both. Thus, from the top, using (a)
and (b) again :—

243165871 , }1.2.3.45.6.7.8

4.7.26.358.1 | becomes f64.2.75.3.1.8
When the top row (a) bells are written in rounds order, each bell has
carried its ‘ mate ' along with it, and you get 64275318. This tells
you that if 24316587 comes from 12345678, then 47263681 will come
from 64275318. (I have, purposely, not exampled a lead end here, in
order to show the general application of the principle.)

If you prick rounds from the bottom row, similarly, vou get this —
2.4.3.1.65.8.7> [ 7.3.6.25.1.4.8
47.26.3581f becomes 11.2.3.456.7.8

Which means a similar result to the above.

In other words, you ‘read’ rounds (in one row) and, ‘' find' (in
the other row), as vou go along, those bells which are coupled to the
rounds you are reading. And that's all there is in ‘ backward ' trans-
position’.

If you cail transpose *forwards '

7. of red.

The Rector, in Miss Sayers’ story, ‘The Nine
4=1 Tailors,” did not do it from left to right, but he
7= learnt his business from Troyte!
2= And that is all there is in *forward ' transposi-
6= .5 .. tion. i.e., any row (a) by any row (b). But if it
3= .3 ... is not clear, get three sets of cards numbered
5= 6 .. from ‘1’ to ‘8'; two sets of black and one set
8
1

= v 2

as you do when finding the false

by any row you like (as, of course,
vou can do), it follows that you can transpose ‘' back * to what vou
like. In the articles on proof you transpose back to rounds. But
vou can. if you wish, halve the job by transposing back to 1243™"87
by reversing certain of the instructions, as | said when originally 1
criticised the articles.

(Continued on next p&ge”
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HERTS ASSOCIATION.—Watford District.— Meet-
ing at Guides’ Studio, Falconer Road, Bushey, Saturday,
January 18th. Open from 2.30. Handbell practice and
social chats. Tea arranged. All who are interested in
ringing are welcome.—C. H. Horton, 53, Aldenham
Road, Bushey.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.— Northern Branch,
Gainsborough District.— The annual meeting will be held
at Lea in the Institute on Saturday, January 18th. Busi-
ness meeting at' 6 p.m., followed by whist drive at 7 p.m.
Refreshments, but bring your own sugar. Please come
and bring your friends.— Geo. L. A. Lunn, Hon. Sec.

DONCASTER AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.—The an-
nual general meeting will be held in the Clergy House,

Doncaster, on Saturday, January 18th, at 3 p.m. Hand-
bells available. Refreshments can be obtained from the
canteen in the Memorial Hall.— Ernest Cooper, Hon.
Sec., 6, Grosvenor Crescent, Arksey, Doncaster.

'MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. — Derby

District— The annual meeting will be held at St. Luke’s,
Derby, on Saturday, January 18th. Handbells available
3 p.m. Business meeting for election of officers 4 p.m.
Will all towers please send representatives? All ringers
welcome.—Wm. Lancaster, 83, Albert Road, Chaddes-
den, Derby.

TRANSPOSITION.
(Continued from previous page.)

In the article of October 4th there were given some examples, where
Uvo rows of opposite nature produced four different course ends. |
do not think that the explanation was very clear as to how the
‘ other two ' come, but no matter. | am using them again to instance
1backward ' transposition to something other than rounds.

Two rows were used (c), and, following the instruction, by trans-

posing lead heads by one, then lead ends by the other,

(©) we get two rows (d). If we then transpose back to
21354768— rounds, by ‘reading’ rounds in the top row, we ‘find ’
21573468+ in the bottom row, 16234578. And if we ‘read’ rounds
in the bottom' row, we ‘ find’ in the .top row 13456278

(d) That is, the course ends Q and P, which are quoted-
81647253 Now transpose ends by the one, and heads by the
81537642 other of the rows (c), and we get two other rows with
the tenors in similar places (e). Transposing back to

(e) rounds (down and up), we get 15436378 and 14632578—

71538264 the course ends E and S quoted.
71648532 Now alter the given rules thus: When rows are
opposite nature; transpose heads by both; when like
(f) nature, transpose heads by one and ends by the other
81647253 (just the opposite to the instructions of the articles).
<1648532 You will arrive at one row from (d), and one row from

(e), with tenors in like but opposite places (f). Then
transpose back to 12436587 by ‘reading’ that row in the top and
you ' find,” in the bottom, 15426378. Next read in the bottom, and
tind, in the top, 13456278, and you have course ends R and P quoted
in the article. If you are proving a peal only, you need go no
farther, because S and Q are merely *reflections’ of R and P. But,
“ you do want them for some reason, you can obtain them (and any
“"hers similarly) by a sort of ‘ double transposition ' thus: Read in R
*154263) the position* occupied therein by rounds (123456). They are
1-46.3.2.5, which is course end S. Read in P (134562) the positions

rounds' therein. They are 1.6.2.3.4.5, which is course end Q.
If there are mistakes, | apologise. Conditions are difficult and 1
an' n°t able to take the usual care.

Here's ' good transposing ' to all! " MINORMANIA.
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WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA-
TION.— Northern Branch.— Quarterly meeting at Stour-
bridge St. Thomas (D.V.), 3 p.m., Saturday, January
18th. Service 4.15 p.m., followed by tea, business meet-
ing, handbell practice and social evening.— Bernard C.
Ashford, Sec., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Leicester
District.— The annual meeting will be held in Leicester on
January 18th. Silent ringing on Cathedral bells if re-
quired, from 3.30 p.m. Tea and meeting at the Globe
opposite the cathedral at 5 p.m.— H. W* Perkins, Hon.
Dis. Sec., 53, Landseer Road, Leicester.

ANCIENT SOCIETY ' OF COLLEGE YOUTHS
(Established 1637). — The next meeting will be held at
Holborn Viaduct Station Buffet on Saturday, Jan. 18th,
at 2.30 p.m. — A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., 1, Eversfield
Road, Reigate.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—Two meetings
of the Guildford District will be held at the Royal Gram-
mar School, Guildford, at 3 p.m., on Saturday, January
25th. The first a district meeting to receive nominations
for officers; secondly, the annual district meeting.
Neither service nor tea has yet been arranged. These
arrangements depend entirely on the number and prompt-
ness of notifications.— G. L. Grover, Acting Hon. Sec,,
East Clandon, near Guildford.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Eastern District. —
The annual district meeting will be held at Chelmsford

on Saturday, Jan. 25th. Full details later. — H. W.
Shadrack, Hon. Dis. Sec., 48, Arbour Lane, Chelms-
ford.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. — North-

ampton Branch.— The annual meeting will be held) at St.
Peter’'s on Saturday, Jan. 25th. Handbell ringing in
the belfry from 3 p.m. Service 3.45 p.m., followred by
tea and business meeting in Parish Room at 4.30 p.m.
Names for tea by the 18th.—J. C. Dean, 4, Court Road,

Northampton.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD. — Dorchester
Branch. — The annual meeting will be held at Dor-
chester on Saturday, Jan. 25th. Handbells in St.

Peter’s belfry from 3 p.m. Service at 4.30, followed by
tea and meeting, at the cafe (opposite the church).
Kindly inform me of the number for tea by Tuesday,
21st inst.—C. H. Jennings, 59, Portland Road, Wyke-

Regis, Weymouth.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—The annual general
meeting of the association will be held at the
Leeds and County Conservative Club, South Parade,
Leeds, on Saturday, Jan. 25th, at 3:30 p.m. A sub-

stantial meat tea will be served at 5 p.m., followed by a
social evening, including handbell ringing until 8.30
p.m., at an inclusive charge of 2s. 6d. per head. Names
for tea must reach me not later than the first post on
Tuesday, Jan. 21st. Reports will be available at this
meeting.— L. W. G. Morris, Gen. Sec., 65, Lilycroft
Road, Heaton, Bradford.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.—Welling-
borough Branch.— The annual meeting will be held (a .v .)
at Irthlingborough on Saturday, Feb. 8th. Mr. R.
Richardson will, if possible, be presejit with films. Please
bring wives and sweethearts, but send names for tea to
A. Bigley, Hon. Branch Sec., 30, Allen Road, Irth-
lingborough.
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The Central Council Publications THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES'

TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE, NOTED ran EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING

from the
Rev. E. S. POWELL, Staverton Vicarage, Daventry Eat. 1820 Tel. 2400

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bel Treble 8 2’ JOHN PRlTCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
- LOUGHBOROUGH

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section

Double Oxford Bob).....ccovvvvenenen. 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I1l. (Double Norwich) ... 9 Oraer your Bell Ropes now, before prices Increase,
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections pre-war quality, and send us your old Bell Ropes
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS 1 O for repairs whilst not in use.
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B. 6 s
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND Clock and Chiming Ropes
BELLS la Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs
METHOD SHEETS —Stedman and Grandswe Tr|ples 3
Cambridge Surprise Major ... 2 RINGING MATS AND BELL MUFFLERS
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ... 2
HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS 2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION 1 O

“Olition) .or DOUBLES AND MINOR METORE T 2 o Suitable for Presentation or

: Wedding Gift
The Jasper Snowdon Seri€s ey wodelled BELL INKSTAND gs&, to Solid Silver

REVISED PRICES.

*ROPE-SIGHT," 1s. 10d.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.

' GRANDSIRE," 2s. 10d.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS, ninth edition, 2s. 10d.

‘ STEDMAN," 2s. 10d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

‘TREBLE BOB,* Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
‘SURPRISE METHODS," 2s. 10d. A book by the late Rev. C. D P.
Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals 10
diagrams, 126 pages.
All post free, on receipt of postal order, from Diameter 2iin 2iin, 8iia. 3iin.  4in. 43in. 51n. Win.
Miss MARGARET | =8 SNOWDORN Prloe 18/8 22/8 28/8 33/8 42]/- 52/8 87/8 78,8

Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulverston, Lanos N The5|n.s.lze-lsalsomadetohold 60 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

PUBLICATIONS. _ T.E.RUSSELL .uv Optician

‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply
Explained,” 9th thousand, 6|d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, Telephone 276 W O K IN G
post free. By 1. Roc and M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.
‘' BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
address as above. S M I T H Of D E R B Y
‘* CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,” for those
about to begin more advanced methods.  7$d. each, for Church and Turret Clocks
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, Electric or Weight Driven
Wonersh, Surrey.
Makers of many famous clocks, in-
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London,

’ and throughout the world.
THE RINGERS’® HANDBOOK )
John Smith & Sons, Midland Clock Works,
by E. S. and M. POWELL. Derby, Ltd.
Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling Head Office and Works, Queen St., Derby
of a bell to the ringing and conductmgb of peals of Grandsire. Tel. No. DERBY 45589 Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bo Send f Booklet Estimat d Advi =
Large selection of Compositions included. end for Bookiet. stimates an vice Free
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 279
(6 copies for 15/-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64dp.,
t/2 (6 copies for 6 /-).
Obtainable only post free from Rev. E. S. POWELL, Printed for the Proprietor bv the Woodbridee Press, Ltd., Guild-
Etaverton'Vloarage, neap Daventry. ford, and Published by the Rolla House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams

Buildisfs, London, 1.0.4.
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THE NAME OF SNOWDON.

There are in every generation names which stand out
in the Exercise in striking relief, names which will live
in the history of ringing and hold an abiding place be-

G I L L ETT & cause of the contribution which in life these men made to

the progress of the art. This applies equally to those of

a generation still remembered by ringers of to-day as to

the famous men of other centuries. Names of this kind

\] O H N STO N L-U are recalled from time to time by some passing event,

and we are reminded to-day of the name of Snowdon by

CROYDON the death of the last of her generation, Mrs. Laura
Snowdon, widow of one who served the Yorkshire Asso-

ciation and the Exercise at large in a measure which

few men have done. He carried on the work of which

Founders Of the his brother Jasper had so securely laid the foundations,

and behind the scenes was helped by his wife, who not

H E AV | E S T B E L L S only a_bly assisted him_as a .’ proof reader’ wr!en new
or revised books were in the press, but after his death

. continued the publication of the Snowdon series— books

CaSt In England which have had, for over sixty years, an important share

in popularising and developing scientific change ringing.

and the recast BOW B ELLS The part which has been played by the men who have
substantially contributed to the advancement of ringing,

by the books they have written and published, is perhaps

_ not always fully appreciated. Beginning with Richard
Just Completed Duckworth, who wrote °‘ Tintinnalogia,” published by
ST. MARGARET’S, WESTMINSTER Stedman in 1668, there have appeared men who were

ready to impart their knowledge to the Exercise through
the printed word. During nearly three centuries these
courageous men, inspired by a love of the art, have de-
voted their time and talents to preparing and publishing

AR.P HANDBELLS textbooks which have brought the art along, stage by
o stage, to its present high level. They were courageous

WARNING and FIRE BELLS because they had to risk financial loss. In the early days

f Work School Instituti this risk must have been considerable, for the field of
or Orks, choals, nstitutions circulation was extremely limited, but as each succeeding

author has come upon the scene, he has found encourage-

ELECTRIC MECHANISM ment through the grouni being better prepared and his

public larger than his predecessor’s.

For a Tower Bell It was Jasper Snowdon, however, who really popu-
larised the ringing textbook, and he did it by a new
as AIR RAID WARNING principle. Up to his time all ringing books had tried to

cover the entire field of at least the most practised
methods, and some of them printed as much as could be
compressed into one volume about all that was known.
Snowdon broke away from this tradition, and the scheme
which he conceived was for a series of books, each deal-
Tel. Thornton Heath 3221 ing exclusively with one method. He only departed from
this in that very popular book, ‘ Standard Methods,’ in
(Continued Ol p«ge 38.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.

fESTABLrSHED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS

Mahers of many of the largest and most important Clocks
in the World.

CLOCKS REPAIRED AND DIALS RESTORED.

mTHE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS/’

Bankfield Terrace, Burley, Leeds.
And at 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare St.,
Newcastle-on-Tyne,
and 96, Carver Street, Moorhe&d,

THE RINGER’'S BADGE,

Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole,

Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved
—as lllustration.
45/-

get. HALL MARKED GOLD
HALL MARKED SILVER 7/6
GILT OR WHITE METAL 41-

can

Names or Presentation Inscriptions
be engraved on the reverse side at a
small extra charge.

GEQ. STACEY, SK £ *°

6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

Sheffield.

Exact sue

METHOD SPLICING

The Newest and Most Interesting
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art
and learn how to practise it.

*

The System is fully explained in
«METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1/3 (post free)
from * The Ringing World ’ Office,
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKING.

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL,

Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope
Manufacturer,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti-
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh. St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter-
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Eochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s,

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing- Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.
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which, however, he made another innovation by including
diagrams. And here, by the way, he introduced a plan
which has served the Exercise better than he knew.
These diagrams were included to illustrate his letter-
press. To-day, at any rate among advanced ringers,
the letterpress, and even the figures, have become un-
necessary. The diagram is all that matters to the man
who wants to learn a method just sufficiently to ring it
Snowdon’s work, in a way,"'was a revolution in ringing
textbooks, both in style and in instructional value and,
as far as they go, they may still be considered the
standard works.

But Jasper Snowdon did not live to complete the task
he set himself. His comparatively early death left a
large part of his work undone. That were tragedy
enough, but it might have ended with his passing. For-
tunately, however, for the good of ringing, his brother
William was prompted to take up the task, and with the
help of the Rev. C. D. P. Davies he finished what Jasper
had begun. He undertook responsibility for the pub-
lication of the concluding books of the series, revised and
issued new editions as they became necessary, and for
thirty years provided the Exercise with its greatest need
in the way of instructional literature. The broad founda-
tions of modern ringing knowledge can be said to lie in
the books of the Snowdon series, and they still form the
vade-mecum of the average ringer. The extent to which
the Exercise is indebted to the family of Snowdon is im-
measurable, and in the gentle, lady who has now passed
to her rest the last member of the’ family of that genera-
tion has gone from us, and a link has been broken with
the days when the first appearance of these then novel
textbooks was something of a sensation among ringers.
But the work of that generation remains and will go on
in the future providing young ringers with the best and
surest material upon which to base their practical know-
ledge of the art. The Snowdon books have always
moved with the times. Every new edition has been revised,
and now, to meet the modern trend, some of them have
been entirely rewritten. But they bear the stamp of the
house of Snowdon, a hall-mark that makes them still the
most useful and valuable aid to his education that the
young ringer can possess.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
AN ACCOUNTS DIFFICULTY IN S.W. DIVISION.

The South-Western Division of the Essex Association held its annual
meeting at Wanstead on Saturday, January 4th. Unfortunately,
owing to the difficulties of travelling and the black-out, only a few
members attended.

The meeting was presided over by Mr. J. Chalk, who was re-elected
District Master for the coming year.

Owing to the secretary, Mr. J. H. Crampion, being in H.M Forces,
Ins wife was elected secretary pro tem.

Unfortunately, no accounts could be submitted at the meeting
owing to the fact that the books and accounts had not been returned
from the auditors, who had had them since January of last year in
spite of repeated requests for their return.

It was proposed that the secretary should write a letter of protest
to the secretary of the association with regard to this matter.

A vote of thanks was given to Mr. J. Chalk for the work he had
done during the year, and also to Mr. J. H. Crampion for having
made it a record year as regards new members. It was hoped that
he would return safely to carry on the good work.

It was proposed that Mr. A. Prior and Mr. G. Dawson be elected
to attend the committee meeting of the association for the coming
year on behalf of the district.

The Master said that since the last meeting two most loyal mem-
bers of the district, Mr. G. Lucas, of Walthamstow, and Mr S.
Bingham, of Rayleigh, had passed away.

The _meetindg was brought to a close with one or two touches of
Grandsire and Plain Bob rung on handbells.
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ST. PETER MANCROFT, NORWICH.

CONCERNING TWO TENORS.
BY CHARLES E. BORRETT.

The order given by the churchwardens of St. Peter Mancroft,
Norwich, to Messrs. Pack and Chapman, of Whitechapel, in the year ,
1775, for a new ring of twelve, specified the tenor was to be 38 cwt.,
but she came out of the mould 41 cwt. 4 Ib. This is the weight given
in the church records, and there is little doubt of its correctness, for
when th<? bells were delivered at the church the tenor was hauled to
the Hay House on Hey Hill, adjoining the south side of the church-
yard, and weighed.

For this job the churchwardens stood sixteen shillings wotfth of ale
to the ringers and carters, and as the month was May, it is probable
the spring of 1775 was warm and dry!

The bells were conveyed from the Thames to Great Yarmouth by
water, and were then transhipped to a ‘wherry ' (a Norfolk river
trading vessel) for the -journey up the river to Norwich, and were
finally unloaded under the tower on May 25th.

The tenor was broken early in 1814 through the clapper wearing
loose, the flight catching the frame and knocking off the lip a piece
of metal the size of a man’s hand, causing a crack in her side
18 inches long.

Thomas Mears was now at the Whitechapel foundry, and on July
30th, 1814, we read he had ‘contracted with St. Peter's parish to
take their fractured great bell in exchange, and to send down a new
tenor for £110, exclusive of carriage and hanging.’

THE NEW BELL.

The new bell arrived in December, and for some unaccountable

reason her weight was put at precisely the same as the broken one—

41 cwt. 4 Ib. It is hardly credible that both should be the same to
a pound, but, at any rate, it passed muster for 90 years. In 1904,
however, a packet- of letters, from Thomas Mears to the church-

wardens, were found in an old vestment chest in the treasury room
beneath the sacristy, and they rather upset previous calculations.
They tell us the new bell was not recast from the metal of the old
one, and they describe some of the difficulties of transport in the
*good old days,” and lastly they give the weight as 43 cwt. 1 gr. 18 Ib.,
and in another letter appears, ‘' Freight, 43 cwt. at 2s. per cwt.’

In passing, | may say that when she was weighed at Loughborough
in 1924, her weight was 40 cwt. 2 gr. 21 Ib. before tuning and removal
of cannons. So she had evidently practised ‘ slimming "!

I think these letters written by Thomas Mears 127 years ago may
be of interest to some, and so here they are :—

November 10th, 1814.

*You have no doubt- been in expectation of hearing of the Bell
which has been ready since last week, the reason of the delay is that
none of the Yarmouth Vessells that | have been able to find have
a hatchway wide enough to talce it in, and they are not willing to
take it on Deck, therefore I am at present at a loss to know” wliat
to do to forward it, but | have been to Mr. Marsh, of the Four
Swans, who says he will take it down at 8 shillings p. cwt., which
will not exceed a great deal, the Wharfage, Freight, loading at
Yarmouth and Insurance, but you are no doubt acquainted with Mr.
Marsh, and probably may be able to>make a better agreement with
him than | can. 1 have been calculating as near as | can the
expense by water, which from what | can learn will be nearly as
follows: Cartage and wharfage in London, it being a heavy article
they will charge more than for the usual sort of goods, £1 10s.,
Freight I am informed to Yarmouth, 43 cwt. at 2s. per cwt., £4 6s.,
Insurance £5 5s. The expense of unloading at Yarmouth and loading
in the Norwich Vessel!, with again unloading at Norwich and con-
veyance to the church, | am at a loss to state, but probably will
amount to the difference between the before-stated expense and land
carriage. You will please to favour me with a line to give me your
wishes and directions in this busmess which shall be attended to

|mmed|ateﬁ(1 #
e old bell may be broken and put into casks so that it
may come by water to save expense.’
A HITCH IN SHIPMENT.
November, 1814.

“In reply to your favour, I went to Svmon's Wharf on receipt
of your letter, and they had not a vessel that could fake it till this
day. It was sent in order to be ship’d on Board the Thames, Captn.
Nicholls, when it arrived at the wharf'the wharfinger said he could
not permit him to take it, tho* he had previously fix'd with my
man to take it in, but during: the time | was talking with him an-
other captn of a Yarmouth Vessell came and said he would take it
if he would allow it to be taken out of the waggon and put on a
truck so that it might stand by till he loaded his vessell, which he
consented to, in doing of which an accident happened, their chain
of the crane broke after it raised the bell about 6 inches, and fell
into the wageon, but fortunately without doing the bell* any damage,
he then would not permit of another crane to dc tried and compelled
me to bring it back to Whitechapel, as he would not take any charge
of it, it is now safe in my yard. | have now no other chance than
to try the Custom House vessells which hitherto have not been able
to take it down their Hatchways, or send it by the waggon. | shall
wait till 1 have tried all means of sending it by water.*

(Continued in next column.)
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CHECKING A PEAL OUTSIDE THE TOWER.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The following is a copy of an .entry taken from the
original Manuscript Book of the late John Alfred Parnell, the noted
Gothic Traveller of Sheffield:—

Tuesday June 25th, 1811, the Society of Saint Peters Inde-
pendent Youths of Sheffield was Invited to the Opening of the
two new Treble Bells, added to the old Peal of Six to make them
a Ring of Eight at Saiiit John's Church, village of Staveley in
Derbyshire, when they performed on them a Musical true and
Intricate Peal of Oxford Treble Bob Major — containing 5,280
Changes—which was Boldly Struck and nobly brought Round in
3 Hours and 10 Minutes by the 8 undermentioned Change Ringing
Artists  viz. i—

Treble Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

James Dovey, of Stourbridge in Worcestershire.
Thomas Arrundell, pf_.Rotherham, Yorkshire,
Joseph Grayson, of Sheffield, Yorkshire,
William Hudson, of Sheffield, Yorkshire.
William Booth, of Sheffield, Yorkshire.
Samuel Shirt, from Sheffield, Yorkshire.
William Rowin, of Sheffield in Yorkshire.
Tenor Mr. Samuel Lawrence of Shifnall, Shropshire.
The Conductor of the Peal—Mr. Samuel Lawrence of Shifnall.
Weight of the Tenor, 30 cwt. net Bell Metal in the Key of F.
On Monday the 24th June 1811, was the first Opening Day and
the Joint Band of Wakefield and Leeds joint Company Rung a
Peal of Oxford Treble Bob Major composed of 5,184 changes.
The Sheffield Youths took down their Peal when Ringing and
do pronounce it to be a false one.’

Here is evidence that even as long as 129 years ago some ringers
were able to take down a peal outside the tower.

Apparently there was some friendly local rivalry at this time, and
the Sheffield Independent Youths by their gift of checking the peal
on the actual opening day and pronouncing it false, were able to 6core
the first true peal on the following day. SIDNEY F. PALMER,

Sheffield.

N WwWN

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
ENJOY PUDSEY HOSPITALITY.

In order to avoid clashing with the general meeting of the York,
shire Association, the January meeting of the Leeds and District
Society was held on the 11th instead of, as usual, on the last Satur-
day of the month.

room was reserved at the Pudsey headquarters and handbells
were kept going from 2.30 to 4.30 p.m., when tea was served with
the usual Pudsey generosity. , At the business meeting, owing to the
absence of the president, Canon Marshall was voted to the chair.

The vote of thanks to the Pudsey company was proposed by Mr.
L. W. G. Morris and seconded by Miss L. K. Bowling. In putting
tlie vote to the meeting, the Chairman said that it was amazing how
the Pudsey company managed to live up to their reputation with
such generous hospitality, and he would like to know how it was done.

Mr. Barton, acknowledging the vote, said that no answer would be
given to Canon Marshall's question, and, continuing, he compared
the present meeting with some before the war, when the tower had
been full by 3.30 p.m. In conclusion, he reminded those present of
the Pudsey motto, *The more the merrier,” and hoped that next year
would see the old conditions prevailing.

The next meeting will be held at Liversedge on February 22nd, and
due notice will be given in ' The Ringing World.’

ST, PETER MANCROFT TENORS.
(Continued from previous column.)

December 3rd, 1814.

11 beg to inform you that the bell was this day shipp'd on board
the Hannah (Capt. Butcher) for Yarmouth, which I hope will arrive
safe and give satisfaction. My man will be with you next week to
hane it. 1 have insured it according to Mr. Back’s directions.’

e January 18th, 1815.

* Your favour came duly to hand, and | should have answered by
return of post, but was from home. In reply to yours, I am quite
ready to sanction the estimate for re-hanging the eleven bells accord-
ing* to the particulars given by Ansell, and also the money v.u have
been so kind to advance, with any future sum you should please to
let him have, shall be placed to the credit of the account. The new
tenor weighed 43 cwt. 1 gqr. 18 Ibs. The old metal | received this
morning, which is not unpacked. 1 hope the bell Vill give satisfaction.’

The new tenor was ‘opened’' on Saturday, February 25th, 1815,
and to round off the story, there was another little item for ale
supplied to Ansell, the bellhanger, and Mr. Trowse, a ringer, who
helped him, which the churchwardens duly settled.

BUY AN EXTRA COPY

‘THE RINGING WORLD’
and send it to a Serving Member of your Tower
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CHURCH BELLS OF LONDON.

EIGHTEENTH CENTURY PEALS AT
ST. MARTIN’S-IN-TH E-FI ELDS.
By J. Armiger Trollope.

On Thursday, March yth, on the twelve bells at
St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields, the London Scholars ac-
complished * the first compleat peal of Six Thousand
Cinques.” They started at one o’clock and finished at
6.30, which, if the times are correct, was slow ringing,
at a rate of nearly four hours and a half for a five-thou-
sand. Probably the timing was only approximate; the
board says nothing about it.

Next day the College Youths ‘ held it 5 hours and a
quarter.” They rang 6,314 changes of Cinques, the
longest that had been rung at the time, and as ‘ it was
allowed to be the finest yet known of that nature,’” pre-
sumably they won the match. But the others were well
satisfied with themselves, and erected a large and costly
frame in the belfry to commemorate their performance.
They seem to have had more money than their rivals for
that sort of thing.

The board still exists and is one of the very scanty
sources of information about the London Scholars. Of
the band only one is more than just a name. William
Underwood, the ringer of the second, was one of the
most prominent of London ringers, ant he Ifcft a son
called by the same name, who afterwards was for a time
the leading man among the College Youths.

The College Youths’ peal was conducted by Benjamin
Annable, and the band included Robert Catlin, William
Laughton, Peter Merrygarts and John Trenell.

Both companies had to put two men to the tenor, and
six months later one of the gudgeons broke during the
ringing and the bell came down with a crash. The
scared ringers left their flying ropes and ran to the win-
dows, but the bell lodged in the pit, and no further
damage was done.

The first peal of Maximus in the steeple was one
of Plain Bob, consisting of, 5280 changes, rung on
May 8th, 1731, by the College Youths. Annable did
not conduct, and was not even in the band. John Cun-
dell called the bobs, and the party included some who
were, like Cundell himself, rather jealous of Annable’s
supremacy in the society, or were offended by his sharp
tongue and dictatorial manner. William Jackson, who
composed the first peal the College Youths had ever
achieved, but had been far overshadowed as a composer
by Annable and had since stood out of every peal band,
rang the seventh to the Maximus. Robert Catlin rang
the second, and he did not again stand in a peal with
Annable. William Laughton and John Hayward were
also included.

The Eastern Scholars rang 5,600 changes of Grand-
sire Caters in 1734, with Philemon Mainwaring as con-
ductor, and the Union Scholars 5,040 changes of Bob
Royal with John Denmead as conductor.

A fortnight after this last performance a very interest-
ing peal was rung in the steeple, on the front eight bells.
This was ‘the first Compleat Peal of 5,040 Grandsr
Trebles. Prickt and call, by Jn. -Denmead.’

The figures of the composition are not given in the
peal book and we cannot be sure what was rung, but
there was a very old traditional peal on the Bob and
Single plan which was printed in the 4Clavis ' and was
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sometimes ascribed to John Holt. It was not by Holt,
but it very likely came from the Union Scholars, of
which society both Holt and-Denmead were members.
There is at least a likelihood that this was the peal rung
at St. Martin’s, and, if so, with the possible exception of
one at Cambridge in 1734, it would be the first true peal
of Grandsire Triples rung with ordinary bobs and singles.

Two years later, John Denmead °‘ prickt and call'd’
another seven-bell peal, and the Union Scholars again
rang it on the front eight. This was *‘ 5,040 Bob Major
Trebles, containing the Treble Leads and Bobs of ye
compleat Peal of 40,320 Bob Major Eight-in.’

If we take an extent of Bob Major and write out the
back and hand changes when the treble is leading we
shall have the 5,040 changes on 2345678 in such a form
that they can be rung to a peal. Nowadays it would be
called a peal of Original Triples, but the bobs were made
on the front three bells.

John Holt called three peals for the Union Scholars at
St. Martin’s— Bob Major in 1748, Bob Triples in 1749,
and Grandsire Caters in 1751. The first two, like the
other eight-bell peals, were rung on the small octave,
which shows that the hanging of the bells was not too
good.

When the Society of College Youths split into two
companies after the death of Annable in 1756, the older
branch left St. Bride’'s and the meeting place at ‘ The
Barley Mow ' and betook themselves to St. Martin’s.
They held their meetings at ‘* The Barn ' in St. Martin’s
Lane, a house which was pulled down when Trafalgar
Square was laid out. They did little peal ringing, and
St. Martin’s does not again figure in the records until
1771, when a peal of Real Double Bob Maximus was
rung ‘ with as many bobs before as behind.” It was tl?e
first of its kind, but there is little doubt from what is
said in the * Clavis ' that it was false.

It was thirteen years before the next peal was rung in
the steeple. This was 5,080 changes of Grandsire
Cinques on November 13th, 1784, by the ‘ junior’
Society of College Youths.

Following the example of Edward Osborn, | call them
the ‘ junior ’ society to distinguish them from the ancient
Society of College Youths, but they called themselves
and everybody at the time knew them as the Society of
College Youths without qualification of any kind. The
word ‘ ancient ' as applied to the older branch was not a
part of the title, but only an ordinary adjective meaning
‘old.’

Robert Pye Donkin was the conductor of the Grandsire
Cinques, and the band was made up of some of the best
and most famous men in the history of the London ring-
ing Exercise— Winstanley Richardson, William Lyford,
Robert Pye Donkin, William Wilson, James Worster,
Israel Johnson, George Scarsbrook, Stapley Blandford,
Thomas Verren, John Povey, John Lyford and Philip
Pilgrim.

At that time the ancient society was enjoying a brief
period of activity and brilliance before its final dissolu-
tion three years later, and two months after their rivals’
Cinques on January 6th, 1785, the company rang the
first peal of Oxford Treble Bob Maximus on the bells.

The band was equal in all respects to the other, and
included in it are such famous names as John Reeves,
Christopher' Wells, Thomas Blakemore, Richard Moore,
John Inville, Nathaniel Williamson and George Harris.
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Blakemore was the conductor, and he and Reeves at
the time were assisting William Jones with the compila-
tion of the ‘ Clavis.” Wells, by his investigations into
the proof of peals of Treble Bob Major, did the whole
Exercise a lasting service. George Harris was one of
the very select number of men who turned a 50 cwt.
tenor into more than six thousand changes of Maximus.

The number of changes as given in the peal book was
5,113, but that we may be pretty sure was the writer’s
error.

The dissolution of the ancient society was mainly due
to a quarrel between John Reefes and Thomas Blake-
more over the calling of the first peal of Stedman Caters.
The upshot was that Reeves went to the Cumberlands
and Blakemore and the majority of the other members
threw in their lot with the * junior’ company. The
latter now left St. Bride's and ‘ The Barley Mow ' in
Salisbury Court and migrated to St. Martin’'s and ‘ The
Barn,” which remained the headquarters of the Society
of College Youths for nearly forty years, when it was
transferred to ‘ The King’'s Head ' at Southwark.

The reunited society practised Stedman Cinques which,
until a few years before, had been rung nowhere except
in Norwich.

On October 6th, 1788, at St. Martin’s, Thomas Blake-
more called the first peal ever ;achieved in the method.
The number of changes was 6,206. Jasper Snowdon, in
his account of the method, suggested that this number
was chosen because it would take a lot of beating and so
stand as the record for a long time. "This seemed a good
reason, and in my book on Stedman | reproduced the
statement. It was only after the book was printed that
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I noticed the real truth of the matter. 6,206 changes of
Cinques is the same composition as 5,184 changes of
Caters. Not much was known at the time about Sted-
man composition, and Blakemore evidently played for
safety by calling one of the peals of Caters from the
‘ Clavis.’

The band, in addition to Blakemore,
the most skilful men from both the old companies—
Donkin,- Povey, Wells, Worster, Inville, Williamson,
William Lyford, Edmund Sylvester, and Philip Pilgrim.
Two were comparatively new men, James Hammett, who
lived in Hungerford Market, and Samuel Lawrence, from
Shifnal, in Shropshire.

When Lawrence returned home, he took Stedman with
him and introduced it to the Birmingham men who, ever
since, have been almost the leading exponents of the
method.

At St. Martin’s in 1792, Blakemore called another peal
of Stedmain Cinques for the College Youths, this time
5,088 changes, and in 1797 he called the first peal of
Grandsire Cinques ever brought round at hand. The
plan adopted was to let 89 lie still at the go-off and to
use the traditional Cater way of bringing the bells round.

There was a good deal to be said in favour of this
plan. It put the bells at once into the tittums with the
8th behind the nth, and it saved the long and risky
coming home course. The departure from the strict
method was, in the eyes of the men of the time, no worse
than the use of a single.

The last peal on the bells during the eighteenth century
was also Grandsire Cinques. John Noonan called it, and
the band belonged to the Junior Society of Cumberland
Youths.

included some of
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BELFRY GOSSIP.

We understand that the bells of St. Mary*6, Southampton, which
was gutted in a recent raid, have been destroyed and the sixth melted
in the fire.

Fofty-five churches in the Liverpool Diocese have been damaged by
enemy action, and it is reported that part of the east end of the
Cathedral will have to be rebuilt.

On January 20th, 1854, William Cooter rang 3-4, and called the
first true double-handed peal of Stedman Triples. The honour thus
went to the College Youths, for the previous peal by the Cumberlands
was false through Cox changing his hands for part of a course.

On Sunday morning, January 12th, at Kington Magna Church,
thanksgiving was offered for the victory of the British forces in
Libya. At the conclusion of the National Anthem handbells were
rung in rounds and get- changes with eight blows of firing.

The Guildford District of ihe Guildford Diocesan Guild is to hold
two meetings toynorrow. Tras is to put in order the proceedings of
the annual district meeting, which has, under the rules, to be pre-
ceded by a meeting at which the nomination of officers has to take
place. Only a legal mind would have thought of this.

The first peal of Double Norwich Court Bob Maximus was rung at
St. Peter’'s, Mancroft, Nonvich, on January 20th, 1817. Mr. C. E.
Borrett has referred to this in his recent interesting articles.

The Cambridge Youths ran”™ 6,600 changes of Bob Maximus on
January 21st, 1788. This remains the record for the method.

An unusual peai was performed at Shifnal in Worcestershire on
January 23rd, 1844, when the local men rang 5,040 changes of Treble
Bob Triples To get a true composition, the two variations, Oxford
and Kent, were mixed.

Two long peals, both false in composition, were rung on January
25th, 1842. One was 8,105 Stedman Caters at Painswick, the other
8,081 Grandsire Caters at Stroud.

Elijah Roberts, who distinguished himself by tapping some extra-
ordinary peals on handbells, committed suicide at Liverpool on
January 26th, 1865. Among his performances were 7,536 Kent Treble
Bob Maximus, 5,016 Stedman Cinques, and 19,440 Treble Twelve.
Most of his peals were rung in the presence of competent witnesses.

An early long peal, 10,080 changes of Bob Major, was rung at
Fulham on January 26th, 1735, by the Fulhapa Youths.

Fifty years ago to-day nine peals were rung. They consisted of
Grandsire Triples 1, Caters 1, Stedman Triples 1, Bob Major 3, Kent
Treble Bob Major 2, and Oxford Treble Bob Major 1.

THE FUNERAL BELL.
A WEST COUNTRY USAGE.
To the Editor.

Sir,—In the very interesting discussion on the subject of the death
knell that occupied your columns for many weeks, | do not think
that any of your correspondents mentioned one usage traditional in
some parishes, namely, that of chiming each of the bells in turn at
a fixed hour in the morning, when a funeral is to take place later
in the day. It has never been the custom in my own village of
Kington Magna, but in the neighbouring parish of Marnhull—Hardy’s
* Marlott*—the practice is still maintained.

The Rector interprets it as welcoming home the deceased to his
parish church for the last time. | surmise that it originated in the
Requiem Mass held before a burial. 1 have heard the same done at
Wedmore. and in the island of Cyprus a similar practice obtains both
in the Latin and Eastern Orthodox Churches, each bell being chimed
three strokes at a time. Mr. Trollope's researches may throw some
further light on this tradition. F. LI. EDWARDS.

P.S.—Now that even the Archbishop has failed to obtain leave for
ringing, it may interest you to know that | made ineffectual appeals
to the Prime Minister, Mr. Duff Cooper, the Ministry of Home
Security and the War Officel The Ministry of Home Security did
take the trouble to forward my letter to the War Office, but that
authority proved obdurate.

NORTH STAFFS ASSOCIATION.
CLAPPERLESS BELLS PROVIDE PRACTICE.

A meeting of the North Staffordshire Association was held at
Newcastle-under-Lyme on Saturday, January 11th, a few members
being present from Stoke, Burslem, Longton, Hanley and Newcastle.
Handbells were used and also the tower bells (six without the clap-
pers). Stedman Doubles and Bob Minor were practised in the
afternoon.

A splendid tea was kindly provided bv the Newcastle ringers, and
a vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. N. Sargeant (Hanley) to the
Reotor of Newcastle for the use of the bells and for the welcome
extended to the visiting ringers.—This was seconded by Mr. E. Steele
(Longton). -

After tea, handbells were again used, and on the tower bells 720
B;ob Minor was brought round and brought a happy gathering to a
close.

The next meeting will be held on February 1st at Longton, where
there will be seven bells for use without clappers.
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THE COLLEGE YOUTHS.
PROPERTY LOST IN LONDON FIRE.

Damaged Books Salvaged.

The College Youths now know the worst about the property which
was deposited at The Coffee Pot on the night that the fire raid was
made on London. A number of things have been irretrievably lost
and the rest damaged, for even the contents of the safes did not
escape. The details of the loss were given to the members at a meet-
ing held on Saturday at the Holborn Viaduct Station Restaurant.
The hon. treasurer (Mr. A. A. Hughes) had spent much time in the
work of salvage and visited the site three times. On the second
occasion, in company with Messrs. Charrington’s representative, he
salvaged the contents of the small old safe, which was not fireproof.
The greater part of the contents had been destroyed. A few scorched
minute books were saved, but all the rest was useless. The safe,
falling from the first floor into the cellar, had been burst open.

On the third visit the smaller fireproof safe was removed and had
to be cut open. The greater part of the contents had been destroyed.
The larger safe was opened after much trouble, and all the property
inside was found to be much damaged.

Of the property saved, the ‘pence box ' was found only slightly
scorched. It contained £1 6s. 5d. in coins that were much discoloured.

The mace stand and gavel were scorched, but repairable. The silver
cup, presented by Mr. E. H. Lewis on the occasion of the tercentenary,
was quite sound, but will need cleaning and regildinff.

The two tercentenary record books were both badly damaged and
the covers and binding ruined. The pages, however, can be cleaned
and re-bound. The letter book was not much damaged, and the old
name book, restored by Mr. E. A. Young, had the cover damaged,
but the book is readable. The framed print of Canon Ellacombe
needs reglazing, and the late M. A. Wooa’'s peal book was found in
fair condition with cover damaged.

Composition book, ‘ Campanalogia,” and five minute books all had
covers badly damaged, but the printing is quite readable.

The small peal book, containing a list of bills and inventory 1755-
1792, had the cover damaged, and the covers of the two photo albums
have been rendered useless. The audit book was scorched but read-
able, although the cover is useless, while the pages of the Pettit testi-
monial were intact, but the cover useless.

The three sets of handbells, the cup bells, muffles, gramophone
records, older minute books, membership certificates, ancient vase and
all other books were destroyed

This, of course, is a sorry tale, but it is gratifying that some at
least of the property can be restored. Such as was salved is now
stored in a vaulted cellar at the Whitechapel Foundry.

The nine members ~present at the meeting expressed their apprecia-
tion and gratitude to the hon. treasurer for the great pains lie had
taken over the salvage of the property. A letter from the proprietress
of the Coffee Pot was read, in which it was stated that the brewers
liad promised her a house in the vicinity of St. Paul's and expressing
the hope that the society will again make its home there when she
reopens.

A message of sympathy and good wishes was brought by Mr. Fred
Collins from Mr. W. H. Barber and the rest of the Newcastle ringers.

Steps to find a temporary meeting room where members can ring
handbells, etc., were discussed.

An interesting letter from Mr. L. Fox, one of the younger members
of the society serving with the Forces, was read, in which, in sending
his good wishes, he wrote: ‘ In common with every other member of
the society, the passing of the Coffee Pot was a sad blow. Directly
I heard about it I began thinking of the happy times | had spent
there. As a matter.of fact, they were all happy times, except, of
course, when we learned of the passing of members.

‘What struck me when reading “ The Ringing World ” was the
fact that the faithful- few were—with one possible exception—among
those who kept the society going during the last war. The future
generations of Collejge Youths will undoubtedly have cause to remem-
ber them with gratitude. When we have won this World War No. 2
I hope _that their services will not go by unnoticed by the present
generation.’

Nine was a very good muster for the meeting considering that a
violent snowstorm was raging all the morning. As usual, a warning
jent during the meeting, the first in the City since the previous
Sunday.

DEATH OF MR. H. J MEE.

_ A WELL-KNOWN SUFFOLK RINGER.

We regret to record the death of Mr. H. J. Mee, of Sproughton,

iif Passed away on Saturday, December 28th, at the age of 70.

The funeral service, which took place at Sproughton Parish Church
on New Year's Day, was choral, special hymns being sung. After the
committal prayers a course of Grandsire Triples was rung over the
grave by C F Mee (nephew) 1-2, C. Mee (brother) 3-4, C. Rivers S6,
and F. ROIfe

The deceased was a member of the Parochial Church Council and
had been a ringer at the Parish Church for many years. He had
taken part in over 100 peals, and his last wish was to have his peal
cards buried with him. One of his greatest delights was to teach
oeginners to ring.
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MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

PENDING RESIGNATION OF'THE HON. TREASURER.

The various calls of national service, transport difficulties and illness
of some members were no doubt causes responsible for the very meagre
attendance at the Midland Counties Association meeting at Derby on
Saturday, January 11th. Of 32 committee members, only nine were
present, and of ordinary members numbering several hundreds, two
turned up. Pte. Barnabas Key, of Wolverhampton, who is stationed
in the vicinity, was a welcome non-resident member, and the tot&l
of 13 was made up by Miss White, of Cotgrave, who kindly brought
some correspondence from her father, Mr. W. E. White, the associa-
tion’s hon. treasurer, who was ill with cardiac-asthma. Owing to
other duties, neither the president (Canon Fitzherbert), nor the
general hon. secretary (Mr. E. Morris) could be present, so the chair
was taken by the vice-president, Mr. Colin Harrison.

The committee meeting began at 3 p.m. in St. Peter’'s Church Room
and the discussions 'were so protracted that it was nearly 5 p.m. when
the business finished. As only two ordinary members were present
at 4 p.m. when the general meeting was scheduled to commence, these
latter sat throughout the remainder oi, the meeting and no general
meeting was held.

After much deliberation, it was decided to publish a report for
1940, and, with a view to making this as accurate as possible, mem-
bers are asked to notify the general hon. secretary of any alterations,
detail™ of members serving in the Forces, etc., before the end of this
month.

The election of two auditors presented something of a problem, as
neither of th6 ordinary members present could undertake this duty.
The secretary will, =therefore, communicate with two suitable mem-
bers, named at the meeting, to ask for their co-operation in this
matter.

Owing to the uncertainty as to whether Easter Monday will be a
Bank Holiday, it was decided that the annual meeting, to be held
at Nottingham, should be on the Saturday before Easter Sunday,
i.e., during the afternoon of April 12th, the arrangements being left
in the hands of Mr. Salter, secretary for Nottingham District.

Owing to ill-health and advancing jrears, Mr. W. E. White wrote to
say that he would be unable to continue as hon. treasurer after the
annual meeting, and, much as the committee regretted it, they felt
it would be an injustice to Mr. White if they refused his resignation.

Nominations for a new treasurer and for the other official posts of
the association are, therefore, solicited, and these should be in the
general hon. secretary’s hands by March 12th.

DEATH OF MR. CHARLES A. CATCHPOLE.
SOME NOTABLE PEALS AT IPSWICH.

The company of St. Mary-le-Tower, Ipswich, has sustained*a great
loss by the death of Mr. Charles A. Catclipole, which took place on
January 10th in his sixty-fourth year.

The funeral, on the following Thursday, was at All Saints’ Church,
Ipswich, and among the mourners were his widow, sons, daughters,
sons-in-law and daughters-in-law.>. Mr. W. P. Garrett and Mr. George
E. Symouds represented the St. Mary-le-Tower Society. There were
numerous wreaths, including one from the ringers.

Mr. Catchpole will be greatly missed by his many friends, to whom
he was endeared by a genial nature and his almost unlimited store
of anecdotes. As a member of the talented band at St. Mary's, he
had taken part in many meritorious performances. They included
the first peals ever rung of Superlative Maximus, Yorkshire Maximus,
Pudsey Maximus, Rochester Maximus, Little Albion Treble Bob
Maximus and York Maximus, as well as peals of Forward, Duffield,
Cambridge and New Cambridge Maximus. He rang 11-12 to a peal
of Grandsire Cinques on handbells, and 9-10 to one of Caters. In
all he rang 100 peals on twelve bells, about half being Cinques and
half Maximus.

His total list of peals was 293, of which 118 were rung for the
Norwich Diocesan Association and 175 for the Suffolk Guild. He
called one peal, Kent Treble Bob Maior at Henley in Suffolk.

Mr. Catchpole’s connection with the St. Mary-le-Tower company
lasted for upwards of 34 years, and he bore a name which was asso-
ciated with the belfry for a much longer time still, for his father,
William L. Catchpole, was one of the two men who more than anyone
else put .Ipswich In a unique place among twelve-bell bands. He and
James Motts, both of them excellent composers and conductors, worked
together in perfect harmony for many years without jealousy and
without friction, and they had their reward in the establishment of
a band which in method ringing stands entirely by itself among
twelve-bell bands. Motts died on January 21st, 1923.

TkKaod <COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A History of the Society
5/6 (post free) from
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THE DEATH OF MRS. SNOWDON.

THE FAMILY'S WORK FOR RINGING.

As we briefly recorded in our last issue, the death occurred on
January 6th of Mrs. Laura Snowdon, widow of the late Mr. William
Snowdon,, who died in 1915. Had she lived until May, Mrs. Snowdon
would have been 92 years of age. She had been in failing health
for a good many years, devotedly nursed by .her daughter, Miss
Margaret Snowdon. Seven years ago she became blind and for the
past three years was a complete invalid.

As Miss Archer, of Stockton-on-Tees, she married Mr. William
Snowdon in 1883, when he was practising as a civil and consulting
engineer in Leeds. They retired to Cartmel in 1913, but Mr. Snowdon
lived only two years to enjoy the well-earned rest after a life of
great activity.

Although Mrs. Snowdon was little known to ringers, she was a
great help to her husband when new ringing books or editions were
being published in the Snowdon series, as she was a most accurate
proof reader.

The funeral of Mrs. Snowdon took place on the 9th inst., the service
being held in the Priory Church at Cartmel, where for so many years,
before she removed to Newby Bridge she was a regular worshipper.
The interment took place in the churchyard in a grave next to that
of her husband, the Rev. Laurence Dykes, Vicar of Cartmel, officiat-
ing. It is a coincidence worth recording that William Snowdon’s
father, the Rev. John Snowdon, Vicar of llkley, Yorks, for 63 years,
laid to rest in llkley Churchyard some of a past generation of Dykes,
and now, three generations on in this family, the Vicar of Cartmel
should lay to rest the last of her generation of Snowdons.

WILLIAM SNOWDON'S CONTRIBUTION.

No one family has done such great service to the Exercise over so
long a period of time as have the Snowdons. Everyone recognises
the value of Jasper’s work, though perhaps younger generations do
not fully know all they owe to what he did sixty years ago. It was
his supreme excellence that he not only knew a great deal about the
practical side of ringing, but he was able to teach, and his books are
still the standard works for the simpler methods.

But Jasper Snowdon’s work, with all its excellence, would not have
been fully available to later generations had it not been for other
members of his family. He died at a comparatively early age, and
before he had published all he had written. It well might have been
that much of what he had prepared would never have seen the light
of day and that the books he did publish would, when the first
editions had been sold out, have become rarities in the hands of
older men.

This is where his brother William performed his greatest service
to the Jixercise. The book on Grandsire which Jasper had left un-
finished he completed with the efficient help of C. D. P. Davies, and
he saw to it that when the earlier editions of his brother’s books
were sold out they were reprinted, so that a steady supply has always
been available for each succeeding generation.

To this there was but one exception. ‘ Double Norwich * was never
reprinted, probably because there was not sufficient demand for it to
warrant the cost. In a sense this was a pity, for no other text Book
had dealt with any one method so completely and withal so clearly
from the point of the average ringer. It formed the model on which
Sir Arthur Heywood based his excellent book on Duffield.

William Snowdon did not content himself with merely reproducing
his brother’'s work, though he was always thoroughly loyal to the
tradition the other had left. When the time came that ' Standard
Methods ' had become somewhat out of date, he gave it a thorough
revision, altered the selection of methods, and brought the book up
to the needs of the time. He did more. He employed Davies to
write the book on Stedman, which Jasper had projected but had left
in only a fragmentary state.

William Snowdon served the Exercise in other ways, and some of
them were ways in which only a man like him could act. The Central
Council and associations like the Yorkshire Association have benefited
enormously from the very fact that they have had as leaders men
of the character and personality of William Snowdon.

THE GOOD WORK GOES ON.

In the year 1915 he died, but the good work wrought by his family
did not cease.

The gracious lady who has just passed to her rest full of years
and of honour carried on the work. Not only were the books still
kept on sale, but a project which William had formed before his
death was carried out, and C. D. P. Davies was commissioned to
incorporate Jasper’s fragments in the Surprise Major methods in a
book which appeared in 1927.

Still later, when increasing years compelled Mrs. Snowdon to re-
linquish active work, the tradition was carried on by Miss Margaret
Snowdon, who had already been her mother’'s capable and enthusiastic
helper. She, as much as her father and mother, fostered the sale of
the books, and as editions were exhausted, saw to it that they were
reprinted.

When Davies' Stedman was sold out and the impossibility of re-
issuing the book at the same price had to be faced, instead of resigning
herself to allowing the book to lapse, she arranged for an entirely
new book to be written, and courageously faced the very heavy outlay
of capital involved. The same thing has happened with regard to

(Continued in next oolunm.)
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BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
A HANDBELL CONTEST.
Prize Goes to Sheffield Air Raid Distress Fund.

The annual meeting of the Barnsley and District Society was held
at Barnsley on Saturday, January 11th, when the following towers
were represented: Cawthorne, Eastwood, Earlsheaton, Felkirk, Hoy-
landswaine, Sandal and Wath.

A handbell contest was held in the afternoon. It had been arranged
with the hope of inducing more of the members to take up this form
of ringing. Two bands, Eastwood and Felkirk, competed. A big
entry had not been expected, but it is hoped that this will be the
foundation of something greater.

At the general meeting which followed, Canon W. E. Wilkinson
hon. president) occupied the chair and was supported by the presi-
ent (Mr. E. Brookes).

Before commencing the business the Chairman announced that Mrs.
C. D. Potter, the widow of tho late president and one of the founders
of the society (Mr. C. D. Potter), had passed peacefully away that
morning, and the members stood while prayer was offered by the
chairman.

PAyzﬁlogies for absence were received from Mr. H. Potter and Mr. A.
anther.

The auditor's report on the balance sheet showed a loss on the
year's working of 15s., this being due to the non-payment of subscrip-
tions, which had fallen 50 per cent, in 1940 compared with 1939. This,
the report said, is no doubt, due chiefly to the ban on tower-bell
ringing and with it the cancelling of the annual shield contest, whi6h
used to bring a large number of members into touch 'with the
treasurer and a consequent substantial increase in receipts. There is
no doubt, however, that as soon as the officers can get into touch
with these members this matter will be put right.

The report of the hon. secretary (Mr. D. Smith) showed that twelve
meetings had been held during 1940 apart from the annual meeting.
The average attendance before the ban on ringing was 17; the average
attendance after the ban was nine. This, considering all the diffi-
culties, was really as much as could be expected. Seven new members
were elected during the year and three had been lost by death, viz.,
Mr. A. Walker, Pontefract; Mr. T. Dunbircli, South Kirkby, and Mr.
F. Mortemore, Ecclesfield.

FUNDS TO BE INVESTED IN WAR SAVINGS.

The officers were all re-elected. The result of the handbell contest
was then announced by the judge, Mr. C. Robinson (Cawthorne).
Felkirk got through with 61 faults and Eastwood with 65 faults.

The prize for the competition was provided by the president (Mr.
E. Brookes) and took the form of a £1 note, tlje condition, to which
everyone agreed, being that the winning team should forward it to
the Sheffield Air Raid Distress Fund.

This, with the help of the Rector and the judge, and a collection
taken among the members, enabled a sum of £2 10s. to be handed
over to the chairman to be forwarded to the fund.

The question of the society’'s account with Barclays Bank was dis-
cussed, and it was unanimously agreed to withdraw the whole of
the balance and invest it in the war savings to help the war effort.
It was also agreed that, as this would mean the closing of the account
with this bank, the treasurer should open a new account for any
further deposits with the Yorkshire Penny Bank, as this was deemed
to be more convenient.

It was decided to arrange the next meeting at Silkstone on Satur-
day, February 8tli.

Mr. Moxon (Sandal) proposed that the heartiest thanks be accorded
to the Rector for all he had done for the members' comfort, for the
help he had given in allowing them to use the Rectory Room free of
charge and for conducting the meeting.

The Rector, in reply, said he was always pleased to welcome ringers
and to help them in every way he could. It was a good thing to
think that the work of the society had been carried on and that
twelve meetings had been held in a year when the ringing of church
bells had been banned entirely. He wished the society every success
in the future.

This concluded the business and the party then adjourned to the
Royal Hotel, where a good pieal was partaken of, after which the
rest of the evening was spent in handbell ringing and social inter-
course.

The methods practised during the evening were Grandsire Doubles
and Triples, Bob Minor and Major and Oxford Treble Bob Minor.
The test piece rung by both bands in the competition was 300 changes
of Bob Minor.

OVER FORTY THOUSAND COPIES SOLD.
(Continued from previous column.)
‘Standard Methods.” Since the present war started a new edition
has been printed, which is an entirely new book, in which the Exercise
has been given the advantage of the great alteration which has taken
place in recent years in method ringing, and of the modern ways of
learning and ringing methods.

Over forty thousand copies of books in the Jasper Snowdon Change
Ringing Series have been sold. That fact alone will show something
of the influence they have had in spreading a knowledge of ringing,
and what ringers owe to the family of Snowdon.
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FIRST SET OF BELLS EVER HUNG.

«THE RECORD OP CROWLAND ABBEY.

PARNELL'S VISITS TO CROWLAND.
To the Editor.

Deaf Sir,—The first set of bells ever hung in England is supposed
to be at CA)wland Abbey. In support of this supposition | beg to
give a copy of an entry taken from the original Manuscript Book of
the late John Alfred Parnell, of Sheffield.

' The first Set of Tuneable Bells in England was put up (say
hung up) in the Tower of Crowland Abbey, iA Lincolnshire (near
Holbeach and Spalding), which was a Musical Peal of five about
the year 900—or a little before that time or period of the
Christian Aera.

I, (John Alfred Parnell) paid this once large Gothic Building—
now most of it in Ruins except the North Aisle which is Patched
up or rather say slightly Built up for Crowland Abbey Parish
Church—a walking visit in October 1814—and found only 5 Bells.
When | descended the very low West End Gothic Tower on
Examining it | say very minutely and the old Inhabitants In-
formed me (the Grandsire Ringers also) there were never any
more than 5 Bells at one lime. These 5 Bells were not the
Originals—some of them cast as late as 1783 and one in 1788 by
Mr. Arnold of the Town of Leicester.

I have paid the Ruins of this once large Abbey 3 Walking
Visits—in 1809, in'1812, and 1814.

The Town is a very small one situated in a very flat part of
the County of Lincoln and has an old Gothic Bridge — Built
Triangular—with three entrances on to it from three different
Streets, and suppose it was Built in 600 or 700 of the Christian
Aera—its like is not in Great Britain says the Gothic Traveller

John Alfred Parnell.’

SIDNEY F. PALMER.
Sheffield.

BELL ROPES

MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX.
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT
CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. 'Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. rope works, crantham
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THE REVERSAL OF COMPOSITIONS.
THEORY AND PRACTICE.

In a recent letter to * The Ringing World,” Mr. Edwin
Barnett clrew attention to a peal of Stedman Triples which
James W . Washbrook used to call and which he de-
scribed as Thurstans’ Reversed. It had a single at 2,
and Mr. Barnett asked if, and how, such a peal was
possible.

He has been answered by two men, Mr. Lindoff and
Mr. Powell, both of them competent experts, and we
need add nothing to what they say. The general sub-
ject of reversal is, however, an interesting one and may
be worth a few minutes’ study.

The composition Washbrook actually called seems not
to be known, but in justice to him it should be pointed
out that he really did know a grejit deal about Thurstans’
peal and twin-bob composition generally, and when he
wrote that he had called so many variations of Thur-
stans’ peal that he could not remember which he actually
called on that particular occasion, he no doubt was stat-
ing the literal truth.

To begin at the very beginning, we must be clear that,
reversal means starting from the end and going back to
the beginning in reverse order, and a true and complete
reverse variation is that and nothing else.

But the term, like all similar terms, is used in a rather
wider sense, and is legitimately so used, provided the
main underlying principle is there. What we will do
now is to see what that underlying principle is. To fol-
low what we are going to say, it is most helpful to do
experimental pricking and to test by examples every
point as we come to it

First let us take any one of the standard Major
methods, say Double Norwich,, and examine the full
plain course. If we follow the changes or the work of
the bells either singly or collectively from the first row
to the last, and then turn to the last row and similarly
follow the work backwards to the first row, we shall find
that both are exactly similar. In other words, if we
start from 13254768 and prick out a full course we get
exactly the same result as in the plain course, the only
difference being that the order in which the rows come
is reversed. That is an example of a full true reversal.

This reversal must not be confused with another sort
of reversal, which is implied when we speak of a Re-
verse method, such as, for instance, Reverse Bob; for
methods have two dimensions, breadth as well as length,
and the work and the rows can be reversed from front
and back as well as from beginning and end. This
second sort of reversal does not concern us at present.

Double Norwich Major we find, nvhen reversed, gives
the same method as in the original version, and the same
thing happens in every method on any number of bells,
which has one hunt only, and is nowadays considered as
‘ regular.’” But it does not happen in ‘ regular ' methods
which have two hunts, or, as the ordinary saying Iis,
have a treble and a bell-in-the-hunt. Test a plain course
of Grandsire Triples as we. just did the plain course of
Double Norwich Major. If we start with 1325476 and
write out a full course we shall not get the same rows as
in the plain course, but something quite different. It
follows from this that no reverse variation of any touch
or peal of Grandsire can ever be quite as true and com-
plete a reversal as can one in Plain Bob or Double Nor-

wich Major. It is true that, if we select the appropriate
(Continued on next pegs.)
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HOW REVERSAL WORKS.

CONTRAST BETWEEN GRANDSIRE AND DOUBLE NORWICH.
(Continued from previous page.)

point to reverse from, a course of Grandsire Triples does
reverse true, but that avails nothing- when bobs are made.

Next let us examine a touch of Double Norwich made
up by bobbed and plained leads.

This touch is produced by bobs which 2345678
come at the first, sixth, eighth and thir- 8674235 —
teenth lead ends. If we turn to the end of 5237486
the touch and count the position of the 6483752
bobs backwards we shall find that from 2758364
that direction also they come at the first, 4365827
sixth, eighth and thirteenth leads, and if 7826435 —
we start with 13254768 and ring the same 5432678'
touch we shall have the same rows but in 8673542 —
the reverse order. X 2547386

A touch or a peal in which this sort of 6384725
thing happens is said to reverse to the 5728463
same thing, and it is due to the symmetri- 3462857
cal positions of the bobs. But this sort 7856342 —
of thing does not always happen. Some- 2345678

times the positions of the bobs counted

from the end to the beginning are different from those
counted from the beginning to the'end. For instancfe,
in a well-known touch the bobs counted from the begin-
ning are at the first, fifth and ninth leads; but counted
from the end are at the third, seventh and eleventh leads.

A touch starting from rounds with bobs at the third,
seventh and eleventh leads would be the reverse of the
original touch, but it would not contain the same rows
as our first examples did.

It would also part the tenors and so not be of much
practical value, but this is met by making the term
‘ reverse ' cover some variation from the strict counting
from the end as from the beginning.

All the touches and peals with which we are at pre-
sent dealing are round blocks, and they can be illus-
trated by the face of a clock. We will suppose rounds to
be at 12 and the touch to follow the movement of the
minute hand round to 12 again. The various hours will
stand for the bpbs, only they will not be all at the same
distance apart.

If we start again at twelve o’clock and go round the
face, but this time in anti-clock fashion (that is, though,
11, 10, 9, 8, etc.), until we once more reach twelve
o’clock, we shall have the reverse variation. But wg
can start from a different point. We can start, say, from
nine o’clock, and go round to nine o’clock again, and if
we go anti-clockwise we still have what we reckon as
a reverse variation of the original composition.

We have, therefore, four degrees of reversal. First
we have a reversal which not only repeats the work of
the method and the order of the bobs, but also the actual
rows in the opposite order. Then we have a reversal
which repeats the work of the method and the bobs in the
opposite order, but does not repeat the actual rows. Then
we have a reversal which repeats the bobs in the oppo-
site order, but does not repeat either the method or the
rows in the.opposite order (reversals of Grandsire are
examples of this). And finally we have a reversal which
repeats the bobs only, in the opposite order, but which
starts from a different point.

All this applies to Stedman Triples, but there are two
peculiar features in that method which rather complicate
matters.
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The first is that the usually. accepted division of the
course into alternate Sixes, although convenient for most
purposes, is not really the scientific division. The Six is
not the equivalent of the lead in other methods, nor are
two Sixes, one quick and the other slow, following each
other. The real division is the first twelve changes, from
the middle of the whole pull when one bell leads quick,
until the middle of the whole pull when the next bell leads
quick.

The question has often been debated why Stedman
originally began his Principle in the middle of a Six in-
stead of having first a whole quick Six and then a whole
slow Six. So clever a man as C. D. P. Davies thought
it was more or less a piece of eccentricity, and ringers
for many years have reckoned their peals from 2314567,
and not from 1234567. ,

But Stedman knew what he was about, and the com-
posers who followed him knew too, as we can see from
what Thomas Melchior, the Norwich man, wrote. They
instinctively recognised the first twelve changes as the
correct unit of the method. It would have been better
in almost all ways if the fourth row of the quick Six had
been taken as the equivalent of the lead end.

The second thing is that the wrong change is taken
as the course end. Custom has decided that the course
end should be the last row of the Six when the seventh
is dodging in 6-7 up after having been in quick. It
should have been when the observation bell is striking its
second blow on the lead when leading full as a quick bell.

Everybody who has rung any of the more complex
methods, and many, of those who have only rung the
simpler methods', will have noticed that in the plain
course (and so in every other natural course) there is a
place where the work reverses arid where the ringer pro-
ceeds to do again what he has already done, but in the
opposite order. There is one of these ‘ turning ' places
at every lead end made by a different bell each/time.

If we want to get a true reversal of a composition we
must reverse from one of these * turning ' places; and if
we do not want to change our observation bell we must
reverse from the change where that bell is making its
turning place. In the case of ordinary peals of Stedman
Triples, that means that we must reverse from the
change in which the Seventh is leading its whole pull as
a quick "bell. All that part of the composition which is
included between two Singles must be reversed from that
point. The course which contains exactly the same rows
as the plain course, but in the opposite order, is 5643127.

ST BRIDE S, FLEET STREET.
‘HONOUR TO WHOM HONOUR IS DUE.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. J. E. Bailey’s letter gives the impression that the
reopening of St. Bride's tower to ringers was entirely due to Mr.
Cross and Mr. Bevan. This is not so. For nearly 20 years after that
unfortunate peal by the Bristol men, following so closely on one rung
there by the late Mr. W. Pye, Mr. Arthur Hardy tried all he knew
to induce the then Rector to remove the ban, but with no success.

When the present Rector was appointed soon after the last war, in
company with the late Mr. J. D. Matthews, he renewed his efforts,
this time with success. .It is to these gentlemen that the credit
belongs. Sunday ringing and practices were resumed and the Rector
became a member of the Cumberlands. He also took an interest in
ringing generally, preaching on one occasion at a ringers’ service at
Shoreditch. 1 believe he also gave permission for a peal attempt,
which was unsuccessful owing to the bad go of the tenor (Mr. Walter
Ayre will correct me if I am wrong).

I would not for one moment attempt to belittle the efforts of Mr.
Cross and Mr. Bevan in carrying on the good work. We are grateful
to them for it.

Mr. Bailey’s experience of St. Bride’s and ringing there is consider-
ably less than ten years, and his letter is one of those instances where
‘ little knowledge is a dangerous thing." E. BARNETT.
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NOTICES.

THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted
under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

All communications should be sent to The Editorial
O ffice of ‘' The Ringing W orld,’ Pyrford
Road, Woking, Surrey.

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN
MONDAY.

*The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

Lower

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—Two meetings
of the Guildford District will be held at the Royal Gram-
mar School, Guildford, at 3 p.m., on Saturday, January
25th. The first a district meeting to receive nominations
for officers; secondly, the annual district meeting.
Neither service nor tea has yet been arranged. These
arrangements depend entirely on the number, and prompt-
ness of notifications— G. L. Grover, Acting Hon. Sec,,
East Clandon, near Guildford.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. North-
ampton Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at St.
Peter's on Saturday, Jan. 25th. Handbell ringing in
the belfry from 3 p.m. Service 3.45 p.m., followed by
tea and business meeting in Parish Room at 4.30 p.m.
—J. C. Dean, 4, Court Road, Northampton.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD. — Dorchester
Branch. — The annual meeting will be held at Dor-
chester on Saturday, Jan. 25th. Handbells in St.

Peter's belfry from 3 p.m.
tea and meeting,
—C. H. Jennings,
Weymouth.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— The annual general
meeting of the association will be held at the
Leeds and County Conservative Club, ,South Parade,
Leeds, on Saturday, Jan. 25th, at 3.30 p.m. A sub-
stantial meat tea will be served at 5 p.m., followed by a
social evening, including handbell ringing until 8.30
p.m., at an inclusive charge of 2s. 6d. per head. Reports
will be available at this meeting— L. W. G. Morris,
Gen. Sec., 65, Lilycroft Road, Heaton, Bradford.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Eastern District.—
Il he annual general meeting will be held at Chelmsford
on Saturday, January 25th. Service in Cathedral at 3.15,
meeting and tea at the Lion and Lamb afterwards.— H.
W . Shadrack, Hon. Dis. Sec., 48, Arbour Lane, Spring-
field, Chelmsford.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Liverpool Branch.
—The next meeting will be held at the Chufch House,
South John Street, Liverpool, on Saturday, February
1st, at 4.30 p.m. Handbells will be available from 2.30.
A good attendance is hoped for.—G. R. Newton, 57,
Ampthill Road, Liverpool, 17.

G F .

Service at 4.30, followed by
at the cafe (opposite the church).
59, Portland Road, Wyke-Regis,

TOWER CLOCK

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED FOR NEW CLOCKS, CHIME ADDITIONS,
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ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.—
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, February 1st,
at Holborrr Viaduct Station Buffet, at 2.30 a.m.—A. B.
Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Notting-
ham District.— The annual meeting will be held at St.
Peter's, Nottingham, on Saturday, February lst. Hand-
bells available from 2.30. Business meeting for election
of officers 3.30. Will members please make an effort to
attend. All ringers welcome. Own arrangements for
tea.— F. A. Salter, Dis. Sec., no, Noel Street, Notting-
ham.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—A
meeting will be held at Longton on Saturday, February
1st. Bells (7), without clappers, and handbells available
from 3 p.m. Will those requiring tea kindly notify Mr.
E. Steele, Hawthorne, Caverswall Wood, Meir, Long-
ton, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs, before January 29th. The
fourth annual dinner will be held at the George Hotel,
Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent, on Saturday, February 22nd,
at 550 p.m. Tickets, 4s. each, may be obtained from
me on or before February 10th. Please apply early for
tickets.— Andrew- Thompson, 63, Whitehouse Road,
Cross Heath, Newcastle, Staffs.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Hinckley
District.— The next meeting, at Burbage, will be held at
the Chequers Inn, Lutterworth Road, on Saturday,
February 1st, at 6 p.m. Good bus service. Handbells
and cheerful company. All welcome—W. A. Wood,
Fosseway, Croft, Leicestershire.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.—Welling-
borough Branch.— The annual meeting will beheld (d.v.)
at Irthlingborough on Saturday, Feb. 8th. Mr. R.
Richardson will, if possible, be present with films. Please
bring wives and sweethearts, but send names for tea to
A. Bigley, Hon. Branch Sec., 30, Allen Road, Irth-
lingborough.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO-
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— Please note that in
future meetings of the branch will be hel4 on the second
Saturday in every month at the Haymarket Hotel (oppo-
site St. James-in-the-Horsefair). The next meeting is on
February 8th, from 2.45 p.m. Handbells, tea and meet-
ing—A. M. Tyler, Sec.

DEATH OF MRS. C. D. POTTER.

As briefly announced in our last issue, the death occurred on Satur-
day, January lltli, at her residence at 55, Huddersfield Road,
Barnsley, of Mrs. C. D. Potter. Deceased was 80 years of tge.
Although she was not very well known to ringers generally, all who
had the pleasure of her acquaintance will miss her happy smile, for
she was of a cheery disposition.

Mrs. Potter was the widow of Mr. C. D. Potior, late president of
the Barnsley and District Society and founder of the society. He
died about 18 months ago.

* Mrs. Potter had not been well for a lon”™ time, but it was not until

after Christmas that she became seriously ill.

NOTTINGHAM

MANUFACTURERS.
REPAIRS

OR REPAINTINO OF DIALS.
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The Central Council Publications

TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE',
from the
Rev. E. S. POWELL, Stavepton Vicarage, Daventry

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section |I.
Dominated Methods)

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section IlI.
Double Oxford BOD)....ccooeirrnnrccncnciniens 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section TTl. (Double Norwich) ... 9
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF
BELLS
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples
Cambridge Surprise Major

Double Norwich and Cambridge Co”rt

Bristol Surprise Major

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New
Edition)

(Odd-BeU  Treble

ONNWN®

N
Qo

The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.
*ROPE-SIGHT,* Is. 10d.; ninth edition; 150 pagee; treats Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.

*GRANDSJRE, 2s. 10d.: second edition; 204 pages, commencing on
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

' STANDARD METHODS," ninth edition, 2s. 10d.

*STEDMAN,* 2s. 10d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method

on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

*TREBLE BOB,' Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.

*SURPRISE METHODS, 2s. 10d. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P.
Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
M ils M ARGARET E , SNOWDON

Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulverston, Lancs

PUBLICATIONS
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply
Explained,” 9th thousand, 6°d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen,
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,” 2nd

thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR," for those
about to begin more advanced methods. 7jd. each,

6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards,

Wonersh, Surrey.

THE RINGERS® HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL.
Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire,
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.
Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2J9
(6 copies for 15/-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64-pp.,
1/2 (6 copies for 6 /-).

Obtainable only post free from Rev. E. 8. POWELL,
etaverton’ Vloaratfe, near Daventry.
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‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES'

NOTED FOR EASY HANDLINC AND NON 8TRETCHINC
Eat. 1820 Tel. 2400

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

Oraer your Bell Rope, now, before priaes increase,
pre-war quality, and send us your old Bell Ropes
for repairs whilst not In use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINQING MATS AND BELL MUFFLERS

Suitable for Presentation or

Wedding Gift
Carectly MocHed BAL  IKKSTAKD ffisfc, in Sdlid  Siver

Bin.
67/8

Diameter
Price

2jin 2jin. 3iin. 3iin,  4in. 4$in.
18/6  22/8 28/8 33/6 42/- 52/6
The Bin. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL . optician
Telephone 276 W O K IN G

SMITH ot DERBY

for Church and Turret Clocks
Electric or Weight Driven

Makers of many famous clocks, in-
cluding St. Paul’'s Cathedral, London,
and throughout the world.

John Smith & Sons, Midland Clock Works,
Derby, Ltd.

Head Office and Works, Queen St., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 45S69 Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridse Press, Ltd., Guild-
ford, and Published by the Bolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams
Buildings, London, 1.0.4.
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THE LAGGARDS.

The balance sheets of associations now being made up
for 1940 are revealing the fact that an unduly large pro-
portion of members failed to pay their subscriptions dur-
ing the year. For instance, one district of the Guildford
Diocesan Guild had no fewer than fifty-four defaulters
out of a total of 176, while reports from other parts of
the country show an unfortunate falling-off in contribu-
tions. By no means all of this is due to men joining
H.M. Forces, who in most ringing societies are relieved
of their subscriptions. It is, we are afraid, one symp-
tom of what is happening through the ban. Ringers are
losing touch with each other and with their associations,
because there is no ringing and few meetings. Worse
still, many of them seem to be losing their interest and
in their apathy they have become lax in their subscrip-
tions.

Those ringers who are in this category would probably
deny that their slackness in paying is due to anything
more than the pressure of work in the present abnormal
conditions, and they will probably say that they would
have paid if they had been asked. They should not for-
get, however, that association secretaries are also busy
folk, that their activities have increased like other
people’s, that they have not time to run after defaulting
members, and that whatever they do for the associations
is all done voluntarily. It is not that the non-payment
of subscriptions is due to any intention to secede from
the societies, and most of these ringers would doubtless
protest their anxiety to ensure the continuity of the asso-
ciations through these difficult times. Yet by thought-
lessness they are doing the very thing that can leaa to
collapse. Of course, there may be a certain number of
selfish people who have deliberately given up subscrib-
ing because they imagine that, as there is no ringing,
they are getting nothing for their money. These ringers,
however, are in a minority. The others should realise
that the maintenance of ringing organisations depends as
much upon them as upon those who, with a greater sense
of responsibility, faithfully discharge their obligations,
and should realise also that without these associations
the task of getting ringing going again when the ban is
lifted will be greatly increased.

There is yet another angle from which the question
should be considered. In nearly every case the principal
charge upon the funds of the territorial associations is
the publication of an annual report. Where this is sus-
pended for the period of the war, and the expenditure is
correspondingly reduced, it might be possible to reduce

the amount of the annual subscription— there was a sug-
(Continued on page 50.)
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WM. POTTS ft SONS LTD.

(ESTABLISHED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS

MaKers of many of the largest and most Important Clocks
in the World.

CLOCKS REPAIRED AND DIALS RESTORED.

‘THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS/’

Bankfield Terrace, Burley, Leeds.
And at 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare St.,
Newcastle-on-Tyne,
and 96, Carver Street, Moorhead,

THE RINGER’'S BADGE,

Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole,

Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved
—as |llustration.

get. HALL MARKED GOLD 45/-
HALL MARKED SILVER .. - 7/6
GILT OR WHITE METAL .. 4/-

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can
be engraved on the reverse side at a
small extra charge.

GEQ. STACEY, S K ) f

6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

Sheffield.

Exact sue

METHOD SPLICING

The Newest and Most Interesting
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in
‘METHOD SPLICING, price 1/3 (post free)
from ‘ The Ringing: World ’ Office,
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL,

Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope
Manufacturer,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti-

tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albens, Lincoln, Durham, Peter-

borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s,
Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.
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gestion on these lines at a recent district meeting of the
Lincoln Diocesan Guild. But a reduction can only be
made if the whole of the members continue to give their
support. If half of them drop out, then the loyal section
will have to continue to pay on the full basis; and
one may well ask will it be quite fair that those wha now
escape their due liability should come back again on the
same terms after the war to gain the advantages which
others, who discharge their responsibilities, have retained
for them? Perhaps they have nQt looked at the question
quite in this light, but it is an aspect they ought not to
lose sight of. It is difficult enough, in all conscience,
for association officials to keep their organisations going;
it is too much to ask them to call round for the sub-
scriptions of laggard payers. We hope that those who,
for whatever reason, are in default, will lose no time in
making good their omission, not for what they are get-
ting out of ringing now— which is admittedly very little
indeed, although there are still ways in which they can
maintain interest—but for what they hope to get out of
it in the future.

The associations will have an important part to play
when once again the bells are heard over the land.
There will be many gaps to fill, many bands that will
want help to become re-established. All the effort that
can be recruited will be needed, and it is through the con-
tacts that the associations can make that this can best
be secured. It is to the future that we must all look and
for which we must all work. Unless the members of
associations do their share now, the outlook will be a sorry
one, and it is not enough to leave everything to others.
There are restrictions upon ringing and the time which
ringers can devote to those things connected with the art
that are still open to us; but these are no excuses for the
failure of those who have not been called into the ser-
vices to pay their small share towards ‘ keeping the flag
flying” e #

HANDBFLL PEAL.
HIGHWEEK, DEVON.
THE DEVONSHIRE GUILD.
On Wednesday, January 22, 1941, in Two Hours,
At Pbrry Farm,
A PEAL OF DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;
In seven methods, being 1 six-score each of College Pleasure, College
Doubles, Dream, Hudibras, Morning Star and London Doubles, and
36 six-scores of Grandsire Doubles, 10 different callings.

Jambs E. Lillby .. 1-2 |Chartes R. Lillby ... 3-4
Hbnry G. Lbwis... ... b-6
Conducted by Charibs R. Litiby.
Umpire—E. H. Lilley.
Rung as a birthday compliment to Mr. J. E. Lilley.

ST. PETER MANCROFT TENOR.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. Charles E. Borrett, quoting a contemporary news-
paper, says that the old tenor at Mancroft was broken by the clapper
wearing loose. The flight caught the frame and a crack 18 inches long
was made in the bell.

Among the printed letters written by Dr. Samuel Parr is one which
gives a different account. He said that the bell was cracked when
being tolled for a death. Parr, who was generally accounted the
most learned man of his generation, had been a ringer in his young
days and kept- up his interest in the art and in bells throughout his
life. At one time he was Master of Norwich Grammar School and he
knew Mancroft bells well.

Which is the correct account? Would it be possible for a clapper
to work loose in such a way that it would Toul the frame and so break

the bell? Especially a bell which would be tucked up to some degree
at any rate in the stock. It hardly seems likely, but strange accidents
do happen.

On the other hand, if the bell was broken by faulty clocking, would
not the sexton have a motive for concealing the fact, especially if, as
is likely, he harl deputed the job to some incompetent person, instead
of doing it himself? *T*
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GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
WAR-TIME LOSS OF MEMBERSHIP.

Successful Guildford District Meeting.

When the Guildford District of the Guildford Diocesan Guild met
on Saturday it was disclosed that out of 176 subscribing members in
1939, only 112 paid their subscriptions last year, and that six towers
were among those who failed to collect and forward subscriptions to
the treasurer. Apart from this, the district has stood up very well
to the difficult times, and the annual meeting was attended by over
thirty members of the Guild. Through the good offices of Mr. A. H.
Pulling, the meeting was held at the Royal Grammar School, Mr.
Walter Harrison (vice-president) presiding, supported by the Guild
hon. secretary (Mr. G. L. Grover), who has also been acting as district
secretary. Among those also present were Mr. J. Corbett (hon.
treasurer), Mr. C. E. Smith (District Ringing Master) and ringers from
Guildford Cathedral and S. Nicolas’, Guildford, Albury, Godalming,
Witley, Shalford, Haslemere, Worplesdon, A'dershot, Leatherhead,
«tc. Sgt. J. Freeman (Lincoln) and Mr. H. S. Hobden (Eastbourne)
were welcome, visitors. An apology was received from the Guild
Master (Major J. H. B. Hesse), who was indisposed.

Actually two meetings were held, first the meeting at which, under
the rules, the nomination of district officers had to be made. The
nominations were : District Ringing Master, Mr. C. E. Smith; hon.
secretary, Mr. A. C. Hazelden; member on Executive Committee, Mr.
H. Cherryman and Mr. S. Petter; auditor, Mr. L. C. Hunter.

Mr. Hazelden, on accoant of pressure of war work, was only re-
luctantly persuaded to accept nomination to fill the place of Mr. W.
F. J. Cope, who has removed from the district, but it was felt that
it was hardly worth while electing a secretary liable for military
service

At the annual meeting, which followed |mmed|ately, the nominated
officers were elected, and a ballot resulted in the election of Mr. S.
Petter to serve for three years on the Executive Committee.

The balance sheet showed an increase of £3 5s. 6d. in hand, despite
the drop in members* subscriptions. Hon. members contributed
£2 17s. 6d. and ringing members £12 3s., which included 14 members
arrears from 1939. Of the subscriptions, 50 per cent., viz., £7 10s. 3d.,
had been paid to the Guild general fund. The district balance is
now £27 7s. 7d.—The accounts were adopted, subject to audit.

DIFFICULTIES TO FACE IN THE FUTURE.

The Ringing Master, in his report, said that for obvious reasons
there was little to record of ringing events in the district for 1940.
What little there was, concerned the first five or six months of the
year before the ban. During those few months, what ringing activities
there were were conducted under difficulties. Here and there practices
were regularly held, notably at S. Nicolas’, Guildfdrd, Witley and
Godalming, where quite good work was being put in, but the absence
of ringers on active service began to be felt, and, he was sure, was
the reason that practices were abandoned at a number of towers. At
most towers Sunday service ringing was maintained, often with de-
pleted bands, until the time of the ban.

* Since June,” continued the report, ‘ all ringing has ceased, as well
as meetings and social activities, and I am afraid™ members will, to «
large extent, have lost touch with each other. With the continuation
of the ban | can foresee great difficulties at some future date when
the ban is lifted. However, that is a matter we shall have to face
when the occasion arises. | have no doubt that great efforts will then
be made to restore our great art to its pre-war strength.

As regards meetings during the ban, I do not think it practicable
to hold them here without the attraction of the tower bells, for hand-
bell ringers are not many or enthusiastic. Perhaps ill the summer,
with lighter evenings, aii experimental meeting may be tried at a
fairlv accessible spot.

Before the bail, the report added, two meetings were held in the
district and four peals rung, while after the ban one handbell peal
was rung.

A TWO-FOLD BLOW.

The general secretary, under the heading of ‘' Secretary's Report,’
stated : As there is now no district secretary, there can hardly be a
secretary’s report, and I do not propose to endeavour to submit one.
I cannot, however, let this meeting pass without putting on record
the two-fold blow which the Guildford District has sustained this year.
First in the total ban on ringing and, secondly, in the loss of Mr.
Cope’s services as secretary on his departure from the district.

‘Bill* Cope was secretary for a comparatively short period, but
while in office he put his whole heart and energy into the job, with
the result that when the thunderbolt of the ban fell the Guildford
District had never been in a more united and prosperous state.

Evidence of Mr. Cope’s popularity and wholehearted enthusiasm is
reflected in the fact that during 1939 the district's membership roll
touched a new high record, the district meetings throughout his
period of office seemed to gather new life and brightness, and peals
were rung at towers where hitherto the Guild had not been unduly
welcomed.

The late secretary could have told you, had he been presenting a
report, of his gratification at the fact that the district members were
permitted during his secretaryship to make peal attempts at, among
other places, Dunsfold. Bramley, Albury, Old Woking, Shere and
Ewliurst. It need hardly be a secret, that some of these attempts 1
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were made as the result of very tactful approaches to the local ringers
and some real hard work in helping the local practices. Mr. Cope
has now left the district and there is very little likelihood of his
duties bringing him back to us. | am sure all members would like
me to place on record the very sincere and grateful thanks of the
district to Mr. Cope for his labours on its behalf.

As was to be expected, oUr numbers have dropped considerably this
year, but | regret to say that the decrease .does not appear to have
been caused by the fact that many of our members have joined the
Services, but appears chiefly to be the result of apathy in certain
centres. Doubtless many of our members are now serving with the
Forces, but my appeal for particulars of these members has not been
complied with except by very few towers.

The paid up membership is 112, against 176 in 1939.

The reports were adopted, and, in a short discussion on future
meetings, it was pointed out that in about two months’ time the
annual meeting of the Guild would be held in Guildford, and the
possibility of summer meetings could then be reviewed in the light
of prevailing conditions. In the meantime, the matter would be left
in_the hands of the district officers.

The general officers of the Guild were all renominated.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ‘ THE RINGING WORLD.

The Ringing Master said he would like the meeting to record its
appreciation of the way in which Mr. J. S. Goldsmith was carrying
on ‘The Ringing World ' under the most difficult conditions. The
marvellous way in which he had been able to provide an interesting
paper, despite the ban and the absence of ringing, deserved their
thanks. He (Mr. Smith) used to think at one time that only peals
were interesting, but he had found that there were many other things
to interest ringers.

Mr. A. C. Hazelden, in endorsing Mr. Smith’s remarks, said that
in many respects *The Ringing World ’ had grown in interest, and he
thought everyone had appreciated the historical articles contributed by
Mr. Trollope.

The Hon. Secretary said there was one practlcal way by which
members could show their appreciation of what Mr. Goldsmith was
doing, and that was by subscribing to the paper.

It was decided to record on the minutes the appreciation of the
members, and, in acknowledging this action, Mr. Goldsmith paid a
tribute to the assistance he received from Mr. Trollope. He pointed
out the difficulty in providing the necessary material every week, and
emphasised how necessary it was that all who could do so should lend
a hand by contributing what they were able.

The thanks of the meeting were expressed by Mr. A. C. Hazelden
to the chairman, whom everyone was pleased to see present again,
and to Mr. G. L. Grover, who, in the absence of Mr. Cope, had
shouldered the work of the district secretary as well as'the general
secretaryshi (f

Afterwards there was handbell ringing, and a number of members
took part in Grandsire Triples, Stedman Caters and Bob Major. Later
most of those who attended formed a jolly tea party at the AbTiot's
Kitchen—there were two tables, each with 13! Although there had
been doubts about the possibility of holding future district meetings,
this one at least was a success and should be an inducement to hold
others when the black-out hours are shorter.

GLOUCESTER & BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BRISTOL CITY BRANCH.
The annual meeting of the Bristol City Branch of the Gloucester
and Bristol Association was held on Saturday, January 11th, at the
Haymarket Hotel. Since the formation of the branch the meeting
had always been held at the church and parish hall of St. Peter’s,
but the church unfortunately was one of those badly damaged in the

recent air raids on the city.

A blazing fire offered a warm welcome to the early arrivals, and

. the handbells were soon set going to Grandsire and Stedman Trlples
"to which Caters was added on the arrival of Mr. Wilfred Williams
and Mr. Frank Shorter, of St. Lawrence Jewry.

After tea, to which a dozen members sat down, a short business
meeting was held. The secretary, Mr. A. M. Tyler, in presenting the
balance sheet, said that many members had not yet paid their sub-
scriptions for the year 1940, but he hoped they would do so before the
final accounts were handed over to the treasurer.

The retiring officers were re-elected en bloc. Mr. T. Harris pointed
out that he would probably be called to the .Forces, and suggested
that another chairman should be elected in his stead, but he was

’1asked to continue in office as long as possible.

In a review of the past year the secretary drew attention to the
areat loss which the whole'Exercise had sustained by the deaths of
Mr. William A. Cave and Mr. Stephen H. Wood. Mr. Cave had done
much in his earlier davs to advance the standard of ringing in the
citv. and had helped many a young ringer through his first peal.

The traffic death of Mr. Stephen Wood in an air raid was a severe
blow to the future of the young band he was teaching at Clifton
Parish Church, and to ringing as a whole.

All present stood in silence as a mark of respect.

The Chairman voiced the thanks of the meeting to the secretary
for his continued efforts and expressed the hope that he would receive
the suﬂport he deserved.

Further handbell ringing concluded a quiet, successful meeting.
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CHURCH BELLS OF LONDON.

ST. MARTIN’'S-IN-THE-FIELDS IN THE
19th CENTURY.
By J. Armiger Trollope.

The first peal of the nineteenth century was one of
Oxford Treble Bob Maximus rung on January 4th, 1801,
by the College Youths at St. Martin’s. John Povey con-
ducted, and the band was made up of John Lyford, Win-
stanley Richardson, William Brooke, William Wilson,
William Lyford, Daniel Jenkins, John Inville, Charles
Barber, William Lowndes, Edward Bartell and Philip
Pilgrim.

All these details suggest a typical late eighteenth cen-
tury performance and, indeed the method, the society,
the tower, the band— everything except the date— belong
to the period that was passing away and not to the period
that was dawning. The Society of College Youths was
then enjoying a reputation as high as at any time in its
long history. Its members not only inherited the great
prestige of their predecessors, but had themselves, one
and all, long and distinguished ringing careers behind
them. Their enthusiasm had not cooled, and if some of
them were less energetic in peal ringing than they once
had been, advancing years had brought them.authority
and the respect of younger men. It was from this period
in its history that the later traditions of 'the society’s
dignity and importance were directly derived.

An outstanding feature of these men was their extra-
ordinary vitality. Many of them had already been active

ringers for a long time, and they continued still to be.

active ringers for a long time, with the result that, after
some years, the company consisted for the most part of
elderly men. This was a source of strength to the society
up to a point, but it ultimately had the result that the
band became not much more than a belated survival
from a bygone age. So long as they all lived, they did
not welcome younger recruits, and when the time came
that death and old age began to thin their ranks, there
were ifo outsiders of their own class from which to fill
up their numbers. For the times were changing. The
belfry was ceasing to attract the kind of men which had
formed the great ringing societies of the eighteenth cen-
tury, and all over the country companies like the Union
Society of Shrewsbury, the College Youths of Hertford,
and many a lesser known body were fading away. It
was a fate which the College Youths escaped, but they
did so narrowly; and, by a process not unlike what hap-
pened a century earlier when Benjamin Annable and his
companions appeared on the scene, the society was re-
established by the influx of a body of younger men, on
lines which in many important ways were a breach with
the past.

It took several years to bring this about, and we do
not see the full results before 1830. For some years the
men of St. Mary Abbots, Kensington, kept the College
Youths among peal-ringing societies, and the company
at headquarters usually attempted at least one peal every
year, in addition to those they rang on visits to open new
bells in the provinces. Charles Barber was the most
active conductor.

In March, 1802, Barber called a peal of Treble Bob
Maximus at St. Martin’s for the Society, and on that
occasion Samuel Laurence, of Shifnal, came up to town
and rang the tenor.
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For ten years no further peal was rung in the belfry,
but on February 8th, 1812, the Society of Cumberland
Youths rang there 5,424 changes of Oxford Treble
Twelve. The younger George Gross composed and called
the peal, Shipway rang the fifth, Henry Symondson the
ninth, and Philip Pilgrim, who had left his old friends,
rang the tenor.

This was the first peal by the Cumberlands on the bells.
They were then visitors, and their close connection with
the belfry did not begin until several years later.

The last peal rung by the old College Youths on the
twelve bells was on March nth, 1820. It was 5,055
changes of Grandsire Cinques, and was by a band who
may justly be. described by that much abused word

‘ veterans.” John Povey conducted, and included in the
band were William Lyford, Charles Barber, Joseph
Holdsworth, Peter Ashley and Edward Bartell. The

tenth was rung by John Cooper, a younger man, from
Shrewsbury, who did his best to maintain the waning
fortunes of the society, and.nine years later he was able
to conduct 5,040 changes of Oxford Treble Bob Maximus-
in the steeple.

By this time all the old familiar name's had dropped out
of the peal band. Charles Barber died in 1823, John
Povey in 1825, and William Lyford in 1830. Inville
lived until 1837, and Holdsworth until 1838. Inville was
87 when he died, William Lyford was 78, and Povey and
Holdsworth much the same age.

Death and retirement had now so thinned the company
at St. Martin’s that there were scarcely enough ringers
to man the ropes, and in 1820 an entirely separate com-
pany was formed by Henry Symondson, which was called
the Junior Society of College Youths, and rang the bells
on alternate weeks. It consisted of a number of younger
men who were for the most part excellent ringers; but
they were not of the same class as the old College
Youths, who could not bring themselves to admit them
on a footing of equality.

In 1830, however, the membership of the society was
so reduced that a proposal was made to unite the junior
society with it, and on July 30th the two companies were
formally made- one. But the arrangement was not a
success. Between the two sets of men there was no sort
of sympathy; the older looked down on the younger as
their social inferiors, and the younger had no respect
or liking for the older. So after a couple of years’ un-
easy fellowship the union was dissolved.

These events left the Society of College Youths in a
very weak state. As the older men fell out of the com-
pany, the members of the junior society began to trickle
back in ones and twos, and ultimately they became the
majority. They then took control, and moved the
society’s headquarters across the river to the King’s
Head in Southwark, where it remained for many years.

St. Martin’s was abandoned as the regular practice
meeting place, and the long connection between the
society and the belfry came to an end.

Some time after this the Society of Cumberland Youths,
whose headquarters had been at St. Leonard’s, Shore-
ditch, since the year 1747, left their old home and moved
to St. Martin’s.

Meanwhile, on October 26th, 1737, a band of the St.
James’ Society had rung the longest peal on the bells.
This was one of Grandsire Cinques, 7,352 changes, con-
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ducted by Thomas Tolladay, and was at the time the
longest single-handed peal in the method. It was beaten
in 1887 by a peal of 9,020 changes at Birmingham.
The Cumberlands rang 5,151 Stedman Cinques in 1854,
with John Cox as conductor, and 5,050 Stedman Caters
in 1862, composed and- conducted by John Nelms.

Nelms, who at the time was the leading man among the.

Cumberlands, called 5,019 Stedman Cinques in 1865,
and 5,103 Grandsire Cinques in 1867. John Cox in 1870
called the first peal of Kent Treble Bob Maximus on the
bells with a band which included George Newson, James
Hewitt, Robert Haworth, William Baron and John
Rogers, all of whom will be remembered by persons still
living.

As we might have expected, St. Martin’s has several
ancient and valuable peal boards, though here, as at most
of the London towers, there seems to have been some
that have been destroyed.

The two most valuable and interesting are not in the
belfry, but have been removed to the crypt, which was
once a place of sepulchre, but now has been opened up
and is used partly as a chapel, partly as a night refuge
for destitute people, and, now in these troubled times,
as an air-raid shelter.

At one time these two boards hung on the staircase
leading to the church gallery. One of them records the
long peal of Grandsire Cinques by the London Scholars
in 1728, the other the 6,240 of Stedman Cinques by the
College* Youths in 1788. Both are in good condition.

In the belfry is a board which, through dirt and the
discoloration of the varnish, has become unreadable.

It probably records the Stedman Cinques of 1792.
(Continued in next column.)
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WHY IS IT IMPOSSIBLE?
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In trying to produce a new Doubles method | hit on

the idea of reducing Erin Triples. The ‘Plain Course * runs to 30
changes, as follows :(—
12345 45231 31524
21435 54321 13254
12453 45312 31245
14235 43521 32154
41253 34512 23145
42135 35421 21354
24153 53412 12345
42513 35142
24531 53124
25413 51342
52431 15324
54213 13542
45231 31524

Why is it impossible to obtain the extent from this ‘ method,” and
vet it runs true for Triples? | suggest a reply to this in ‘ The Ring-
ing World ' would interest quite a few ringers.

* *PUZZLED.'

(Continued from previous column.)

There is a small tablet, elaborately carved and written,
which records the 5,184 of Stedman Caters rung at St.
Leonard’s, Shoreditch, by the Cumberlands in 1788. It
has been restored and rewritten, and is néw in excellent
condition. It.was brought from Shoreditch when the
Cumberlands moved their headquarters. Another board,
almost unreadable, also came from Shoreditch.

Of the later boards, the most notable is the one re-
cording the long peal of Grandsire Cinques by the St.
James Society. This is in fair condition but needs
Cleaning.

John Taylor & Co.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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MEARS &
STAINBANK,

IBellfounders St
Bellhangers,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD,
LONDON, i.1.

Telephone Bishopsgate 8849

.D. 1570
(12th year

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
46 owt. Oqgr. 5 Ib.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED

for '
Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

HANDBELLS

in sets of any number.

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

January 31st, 1941.

BELFRY GOSSIP.

A correspondent seeks information as to gramophone records of
chang’)e ringing. Will any ringer who can forward details kindly
0 s07

At the funeral of the late Charles A. Catchpole, of Ipswich, the St.
Margaret's ringers were represented by Mr. James Smith and Mr.
James Rose.

Fifty years ago to-day a peal of Kent Treble Bob Royal was rung
at Bradford to celebrate the coming of age of Mr. Joe Hardcastlej
whose birthday falls on February 2nd. He rang the treble.

The first peal of Cambridge Maximus in London was rung by the
College Youths on January 28th, 1911, at St. Michael's, CornBill.

Two of the most prominent members of the London Exercise in the
nineteenth century died on January 29tli, John Cox in 1885, and
Henry Haley in the following year. They were lifelong rivals, and
usually when one was a College Youth the other belonged to the
Cumberlands, though they took part together in some famous peals
for the St. James’ Society.

The record length of Superlative Surprise Major, 11,252 changes,
was rung by the Lancashire Association at Bolton on January 29tli,
1927. Mr Edward Jenkins conducted, and the composition was bv
Mr. T. B. Worsley.

Benjamin Annable died on February 1st, 1857, and was buried al
St. Bride’s, Fleet Street.

On the same date in 1832, the Birmingham men rang the first and
only peal of Kent Treble Bob Cinques.

The Cambridge University Guild, which has given many excellent
ringers to the Exercise, was founded on February 4th, 1879.

Charles Douglas Percy Davies died on February 5th, 1931, aged 74.

Fifty years ago thirteen peals were rung. They were: Grandsire
Doubles 1, Triples 1, Caters 2, Bob Minor 1, Triples 1, Major 2, Royal
1, IIKent Treble Bob Major 1, Royal 2 and one in 2 methods on six
ells. 7 e

DEATH OF RECTOR AND WIFE.
REV. R. C. AND MRS. THURSFIELD KILLED IN MOTOR CRASH.

The Rector of Cranford, the Rev. Richard Cecil Tliursfield, and
Mrs. Thursfield lost their lives last week in a tragic manner through
an accident caused by their car colliding with a motor bus. Mrs.
Thursfield was killed instantly and the Rector died later in Kettering
Hospital

Mr. Thursfield, who was a leading figure in the civic life of
Northamptonshire, had been Rector of St. Andrew’s with St. John's,
Cranford, since 1903. He was Rural Dean of Weldon, and vice-
president of the Peterborough Diocesan Guild. His daughter, Miss
Sylvia Thursfield, is the well-known secretary of the Northampton
District of the Ladies’ Guild. The sympathy of the whole Exercise
will be extended to her in her double bereavement.

THE NECESSITY FOR THE BAN.
To the Editor.

Sir,—I1 should not have butted in on Mr. Amos’ letter but for one
word he used. He says *the freedom we are fighting for or are
supposed to be.” One absolute fact we do know and there is no sup-
position about it. You only have to talk to schoolboy visitors to
Germany to hear about their freedom. It would have been more to
the point if, when Mr. Amos visited his M.P., he had impressed on
hin|1 the need for the Government to give orders and not so much
‘ please.’

Just imagine a peal of Stedman in danger of being lost and the
conductor saying to one of the band, * Will you please volunteer to do
your last whole turn?’ No, he gives a shout to do it. Mr. Amos will
query that as an order, but when we are ringing we take it as such,
and do not argue, but do as we are told. Now that the nation is in
danger it is more important for us to lose our freedom for a time
and have definite orders given.

Mr. Amos asks are you in fa-vour of bells being stopped? Well, the
general public as well as ringers, especially those of us who have been
used to ringing on Sundays tor over forty years, are not in favour of
it any more than of having our tea rationed; at least I am not, but
all of us are prepared to put up with it for a time if our leaders
think it ia the best thing to help the war. After all, they should
know more than we ordinary people or Mr. Amos. There is one
thing certain; under Hitler he would not have paid another visit to
his M.P. or have written letters. A. H. PULLING.

Guildford Grammar School.

HANDBELLS IN CHURCH.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I have been reading with interest the letters which have
appeared in your paper bn handbell ringing for church services, and
I would like to state that we at All Saint«*, Islewortli, have been
ringing handbells regularly twice on a Sunday ever since the tower
bells were silenced.

The church authorities and members of the congregation have on
manjr occasions expressed their appreciation. They think it is a splen-
did idea to ring handbells while the ban on church bells exists.
*N.emo \ may be interested to read this.

Besides rounds and Queens on 12 bells, we ring courses of Grandsire
Triples and Caters ana Bob Major. 0. L. ASHBROOK.
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DEATH OF ALD. J. S. PRITCHETT.
MASTER OF ST. MARTIN’S GUILD.

Close of a Long and Active Life.

W e deeply regret to record the death of Alderman John
Suckling Pritchett, Master of St. Martin’s Guild, Birm-
ingham, who passed away at the advanced age of 86
years on January 18th, and was buried at King’s Norton
Church on Thursday of last week. He had spent a life
of great activity and public usefulness, and was held in
great esteem in the legal profession which he adorned, in
the civic life of Birmingham to which he made a long
and valued contribution, in the craft of Freemasonry in
which he rose to a distinguished position, as well as in
the ringing Exercise, in which he was held in high
regard.

Educated at Birmingham and Oxford, Mr. Pritchett early showed
signs of brilliant attainments, and in 1869 was first in all England in
the Oxford (Junior) Local Examination. An exhibitioner to Balliol
College in 1873, he took a first class in mathematics in 1877, proceeded
M.A. in 1880 and B.C.L. in 1886. In 1881 he was called to the Bar
from the Inner Temple and gained a wide practice. For some years
past he had been Recorder of Lincoln and had frequently acted as
Deputy Stipendarv for the City of Birmingham. Mr. Pritchett was a
great linguist, and among his accomplishments in this direction was
a mastery of the Welsh, Spanish and Finnish languages.

Formerly a member of the Worcestershire County Council, he became
an Alderman of the City of Birmingham, when King's Norton was
absorbed by the city in 1911. His chief civic interest was in educa-
tion. On this important committee he did much good work and
became a governor of King Edward’'s High School, where as a boy he
received part of his education.

In Freemasonry he held many and exalted positions, and was one
.of the very few to attain the 33rd degree. Some twelve months ago,
on the death of Col. Wyley, Provincial Grand Master of Warwick-
shire. he became Deputy Provincial Grand Master in Charge.

It is, however, with Mr. Pritchett’'s connection with ringing that we
are here principally concerned. As a boy he learned to ring wijtli his
three brothers at King's Norton, and he maintained the closest
interest in the art throughout his long life. While at Oxford he was
an active member of the then newly-formed University Society, and
he had been a member of St. Martin’s Guild since 1874 and of the
College Youths since 1875.

He was a vice-president of the Worcestershire Association, for which
he rang and conducted a number of peals, and in 1902 was elected
Presiding Ringing Master of St. Martin’s Guild, an office which after-
wards became that bf Master. This he held up to the time of his
death, having been re-elected as recently as January 4th /(last. He
endeared himself to all the members, for his interest in the Guild
never flagged and his speeches at the annual Henry Johnson Dinner,
in which he reviewed the work of the Guild, were always a feature of
the proceedings.

Mr. Pritchett had been a member of the Central Council since 1894.
when he was elected to represent the Worcestershire Association, which
he continued to do until 1899. after which he was made an honorary
member and had so continued ever since.

In Tiis younger days at King's Norton Mr. Pritchett was an en-
thusiastic leader of a talented company, which eventually reached
the Surprise standard—a rare distinction for a local band in those
days. He conducted peals of Superlative, Cambridge and London at
King's Norton, his three brothers also taking part. For over fifty
years Mr. Pritchett rang regularly for morning service at his Parish
Church. One of his last peals was rung for his birthday about eight
years ago. Unfortunately, he did not keep a record of his peal per-
formances, but the number he rang was between 100 and 200.

The funeral service took place at King's Norton with full Masonic
honours, and in the presence of a distinguished gathering of citizens,
headed by the Lord Mayor of Birmingham, who assembled despite a
day of fog and snow. The Bishop of Birmingham, Canon Dunn (Vicar
of King’s Norton), Canon Blofeld (Vicar of Edgbaston) and the Rev.
R. ,:\ Haysom (Rector of Northfield and P. Asst. Grand Chaplain) took
part.

The family mourners were Messrs. C. J. S. Pritchett and V. E. C.
Pritchett (sons), and Alderman T. B. Pritchett (Deputy Mayor of
Birmingham) and Mr. W. B. Pritchett (nephews).

The nail bearers were Freemasons : Messrs. C. F. MCnk. P.A.G. Reg.,
Asst. Prov. Grand Master in charge of the Province of Warwickshire,
Mathew H Clarke, P.Q.Treas., Prov. Grand Master, Thomas Burman,
P.G.D., Grand Superintendent (R.A.), and S. Guise, P.A.G.D.C.. Pro-
vincial Grand Se -etary. The Ven. H. McGowan, Vicar of Aston,
Provincial Grand Chaplain, was also present, and would liave taken
part in the service had he not been delayed by transport difficulties.

St. Martin’s Guird were represented by Councillor A. Paddon Smith
(vice-president). M . T. H. Reeves (hon. secretary), Mr. F. B. Yates
and Mr. E. T Allaway.

THE RINGING WORLD.

55

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
LEICESTER DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETING.
Cathedral Bells Rung Without Clappers.

The annual meeting of the Leicester District of the Midland Counties
Association was held on Saturday, January 18th, in Leicester. In
spite of very bad weather, visitors were present from Kettering, Anstey,
Burbage and Groby. Miss Betty Rayneld, of Eastbourne, who is for
the time being living in Leicester, was also present.

The clappers had been taken from the bells at the Cathedral, and
a ring (although silent) was very much enjoyed by those present.
Two ringers present had their first attempt at Stedman Cinques, ancf
whilst they were handicapped by the number of ropes and the ring-
ing being silent, this was in some measure counterbalanced by advice
of ‘ Dodge in 6-7 with the old gentleman with the grey moustache,* or
‘ Dodge in 8-9 wdth the fat man on the box.” This caused no small
amusement. A course of London was attempted, but apparently *Ole
Joe ' was the only one who knew the method and he had never learned

it.

Following the ringing a move was made to a nearby hostelry ‘ some-
where on the Globe '—we must be careful, *somewhere in England’
is much too precise. Here a very nice tea was ready, and here also
was observed a fine example of the old adage, ' Wheels ~within wheels.’
There was a *Belgrave Barrow ' (not on wheels), tiut very much
staying put on ‘fire watching * duty in a comfortable seat, and a
tea in front of him which woifld have done good to the eyes of any
food controller. The appalling feature was that he was too engrossed
either watching the fire or the tea that he did not hear the efforts
of the hungry outside waiting to come in.

After tea the handbells were set in motion to some Stedman Caters.
One course of Grandsire Triples was rung by the Morris *crowd,
three of the famous Leicester family with a ‘ Burley ' fellow to make
up the band.

A real scare followed, when at 7.10 p.m. someone came in the room
and asked if any Cathedral ringers were present. Apparently the
clock hammer was still * doing its stuff ' on the tenor for the striking
of seven o’clock. A telephone communication had already been made
to the Provost asking if the Home Guard should be called out. Bert
and Harry went to the rescue, much to the relief of listeners, in-
cluding a worried looking policeman.

THE BUSINESS MEETING.

A business meeting was held during the evening. In the absence
of the chairman (Mr. G. T. H. Walker), the chair was occupied by
Mr. H. J. Poole,

The hon. secretary, in reading the minutes of the last meeting, said
that the two meetings proposed on that occasion had been cancelled
owing to the ban on ringing and other difficulties.

The following officers were re-elected: Mr. G. T. H. Walker, chair-
man; Mr A. W. Perkins, hon. secretary; Mr. R. Barrows to the
committee. Mr. H. Wayne was elected to fill the other vacancy on
the committee caused by Mr. S. H. Harrison having joined the Forces.

The Chairman moved a vote of thanks to Mr. S. H. Harrison for
the able way in which he had carried out his duties while a member
of the local committee, and expressed the hope that he would soon
be with them again.—This was endorsed by all present.

When the question was discussed as to whether a quarterly meeting
should be held, it was ascertained that there was a possibility of
being able to ring silent on the bells of Belgrave Church. Conse-
quently it was unanimously decided that a meeting be held at Bel-
grave on April 5th.

At the close the chairman made reference to the recent death by
enemy action of a promising young member of the Leicester district,
Mr. E. TVump. .The company stood in silence for two minutes as a
mark of respect, and the secretary was instructed to send a message
of sympathy to his widow.

THE BELLS OF STAVELEY, DERBYSHIRE.
To the Editor.

Sir,—In connection with the interesting extract relative to Staveley,
given in your last issue by Mr. S. F. Palmer, the following notice Iin
the * Leicester Journal ' may prove of interest:—

*July 5th, 1782. On Thursday the 27th of June a new Peal of six
bells cast by Mr. Arnold of St. Neots in Huntingdonshire was opened
at Staveley near Chesterfield, by three Companies of Ringers, viz.,
Dronfield, Eckington and Beighton, and to the credit of Mr. Arnold,
are universally allowed to be the best Peal of Six Bells in that neigh-
bourhood.

*The many excellent Peals of Bells cast by Mr. Arnold do great
credit to his abilities in his profession, and the dispatch he used
upon the above occasion in recasting the five old Bells and a new
Tenor will do him equal credit for attention *to business—The wagon
with the five old Bells left Staveley on Monday, June the 10th. arrived
at St. Neots just a hundred miles distant on Thursday the 13th—the
five bells were new cast and a new Tenor wt. 18c.-3-22 pitch F was
cast the next day Friday the 14th. On Mondav the 17th they were
taken up, tuned and placed in the wagon on Wednesday evening the
19tli,—which arrived at Staveley on Saturday the 22nd—and on the
27th of June the new peal was opened.’

ERNEST MORRIS.

Leicerter.
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WHAT IS A GOOD SURPRISE METHOD?

A CRITICISM OF BEDFORD SURPRISE.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—We are all indebted to you for the re-publishing of the
figures of Bedford Surprise, and | hope that some of our experts will
"ive us the benefit of their views. The method has several excellent
features, but as your object was to invite possible criticism, I would
say thpt, in my opinion, it has several shortcomings; but so, too, has
that *prince * of methods, Superlative. | know of no perfect method,
unless it be Double Norwich, but here we are not dealing with plain
methods.

In/Bedford, the coursing order is, at the back, nearly, but not
quite, correct. The bell which should follow the treble behind (in
the first lead the 2) is missing. Then at the front there are three
bells out of order. This also Is important, as we see in Cambridge,
where, in spite of the fact that the coursing order is correct, there
is the lar*e number of 92 unmusical rows in the course, due to the
fact that the coursing order at the front is all wrong.

In the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 6th and 7th leads of Bedford, the number of
rows with two or more bells between the tenors is only four or five.
If'all leads were as good, there would be only 30 in the whole course.
This would approach perfection. But in the 4th and 5th leads the
tenors occupy the positions where they are parted, and the number of
bad rows jumps up to 15 in each. Still, in the aggregate, the total
number is only 53, and this is very good, being, in fact, only one
more than in Bristol.

In the latter, the music is good, apart from the fact that there are
many back-handers. No bell is separated from its course bell either
at the front or back, although they sometimes come up in the reverse
order. But when 78 occupy the same positions as 3,5 or 4,6, as they
do in the 3rd and 6t|i leads, we have 14 bad rows in each Iead. This
is caused by the fact that (as in the 1st lead) the bell which courses
the 3rd or the 4th only comes to lead for a snap and then deserts
its course bell, in the one case going behind while the course bell
returns to lead, and in the other vice versa. From this it is obvious
that the correct coursing order in the front is also very important.

We come to the place-making in Bedford. In the work in 3-4, three
places are made consecutively. The structure of the method makes
this inevitable, but more than two consecutive places are to be avoided
if possible. These, however, are hand and back, which is to the good.

A further three consecutive places are made in 5-6 when the treble
is behind, and these are more serious; for in the extension to Royal
they are increased to seven, and in Maximus to no less than eleven
consecutive places. The much maligned Cambridge has Bedford
soundly beaten here, as its extension merely involves the insertion of
sundry extra single dodges.

There is further work, id 5-6, and here we are suddenly faced with
a snap followed by a pair of contiguous places, back and hand, re-
peated on the reverse. Now in Bristol and London, snaps and back-
handers are characteristic of the methods. We may or may not like
them, but they are true to type, and are to be expected. Bedford,

however, is in the main a regular method, and these are exceptions
to its general character. They have, consequently, an air ol the
incongruoys. | think that such features, in an otherwise regular

method, are out of place, and must reduce somewhat the marks for
construction.

We now come to that debatable question on the cross sections.
There are eight- of them. A method with an inside place st two of
them is called an ‘ Exercise,” at four of them a *Delight.* There are
still six and eight to be filled, and we have only one term left,
*Surprise.* Does this stand for six, seven or eight, or does it cover
all three? Far be it from me to attempt to lay down the law where
Jasper Snowden failed, but the fact remains that so-called ‘ Surprise *
methods may, apparently, have either six, seven or eight inside places
at the cross-sections. The lawyers would say that the classification
fails for lack of definition. What | propose to do, in my summing up,
is to deduct five points for each cross-section above six which remains
unfilled, in this case one, and to leave it to the experts to be more
precise in their classification.

To conclude, if I were judging Bedford Surprise | should award and
deduct marks as_follows (possible marks for eac”™” u”jJ”,jJo0) -—

FOR

Composition. 3 consecutive places in 3-4 ./
One false course end 95 ~ The same in 5-6 (more
Music. SEFIOUS)  eeeveeeirieeieeiee e 15
Rows where tenors are Pair of back-handed and
vdivided 53 ..., 95 contiguous places  .........
Construction and interest ... 90 One cross-section unfilled ... 5
280
Less 40 40

240 or 80 per cent.

Baildon, Yorks JAMES F. HARVEY.
DEATH OF MR W. B SAMPSON.

We regret to announce the death of Mr. W. B. Sampson, who had
been president of the Scottish Association since its foundation in 1932.
He did most of his ringing at St. Mary's Cathedral, Edinburgh, where
he was conductor for many years. In all he was associated with ring-
ing for close on fifty years.
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LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

ANNUAL MEETING OF GAINSBOROUGH DISTRICT.

In spite of the ban on the ringing of bells, the Gainsborough District
of the Lincoln Diocesan Guild held their annual meeting on Saturday,
January 18th. In previous years the annual meeting has been held
in Gainsborough, but this year it was thought the Institute, Lea,
would be a good spot.

A fair number of ringers,
present for the meeting at
presided.

The officers were re-elected en bloc.

A statement on the finances of the Belfry Repair Fund was ap-
proved as satisfactory. No collection was taken, as it was thought
that members had more pressing claims on their money in these days.

Under the heading of ‘any other business,’ the secretary (Mr.
George L. A. Lunn) made some observations on the future of the Guild.

It seems,’ he said, ‘' quite impossible to do much of a practical
nature at present, and all that could be done was to keep the business
side going and replace the actual ringing with social events, as, for
instance, the whist drive that was to follow that night. It was re-
gretable, he said, that the 1939 report was still not published, but it
was no doubt due to some good reason. With regard to the 1940 issue,
it is improbable that it will be printed, he thought, and if not it
might be wise to reduce the subscription.

Votes of thanks concluded the meeting.

The whist.drive was due to start at'seven o’clock, but owing to the
terrible weather not many had turned up by that time, but after
waiting half an hour and ‘ scouting round * the village, several more
were persuaded to brave the storm. Five tables were made up, and
with Miss M. E. Lunn as M.C., things went with a swing. One
noticed, however, that the well worn ringing phrase, ‘ Lead so and so,’
is not confined to ringing alone.

Twenty-one hands only were played owing to the late start, refresh-
ments were served (wherever did they come from? everybody wanted
to know), and prizes distributed. The winners were : Ladies, 1 Mrs. E.
Batters, 2 Mrs. Iredale, 3 Mr. Bingham ; g’\nts 1M Smlth 2 Lance-
Corpl. Bundell, 3 Gunner Clieeseman.

Mrs. Batters was warmly applauded for winning the home-made
pork pie, which she very kindly gave to the soldiers.

ST, BRIDE'S, FLEET STREET.

‘ HONOUR TO WHOM HONOUR IS DUE.*
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In spite of all Mr. E. Barnett has to say about St. Bride's
gells, 1 am still grateful to Mr. G. H. Cross and the rest of the officers
of the Cumberlands for the chance to ring on them.

-Mr. Barnett left the society about the time the bells were opened in
recent years, and | am sure he is not aware of the difficulties which
were encountered.

I have re-read my letter, and | can only see one mistake, and that
was signing my name. A nom-de-plume would have served quite as
well, and I'doubt if Mr. Barnett would have troubled to make any
comment. The columns of ' The Ringing World * should be kept free
to carry on the great task of keeping ringing going. A task for which
it deserves our thanks and fullest support. With all good wishes.

J- E- bailey.

representing most of the towers, were
6 p.m. Canon Fookes (Rector of Lea)

™
20, Swaisland Road, Dartford.

MEN WHO DID MUCH IN ST. BRIDE'S.

Dear Sir,—I have very great pleasure m supporting the letter ol
Mr. J. E. Bailey's, also extend my sincere thanks to the three gentle-
men he refers to in his letter and who have done so much in the
past year or two in getting St. Bride’'s bells on the go as often as was
possible. 1, for one, had had the privilege of ringing on all the bells
round as far as No. 9, and | always found the go of these was what
I should term ‘ fairly good.* As for the other three bells, | leave
that to those who have handled them, but whatever improvement was
effected was all due to those three men who had spent hours of hard
and dirty work on the bells. It is a great pity that their labours have
«nded in vain under such tragic circumstances. Their work was the
meaps of scores of ringers having a pull on these famous bells.

St. Bride's was the first twelve-bell tower | ever visited. It was
on the occasion of a practice meeting arranged by the late Mr. J. D.
Matthews somewhere about 30 years ago. | travelled from Brox-
bourne to London in full of hope that the Cumberlands would, turn
up in great numbers. In the end we mustered only six ringers, in-
cluding myself, and | well remember the late Master saying, *I am
afraid we shall have to give it up as a bad job, unless anyone wants
Fartlcularly to ring.* | mustered up courage enough to sav | would

ke a pull; as it was St. Bride’s.

I think everyone who knew the late Master will agree with me that
he never let anyone go away disappointed if he could help it, so he
immediately said, *Up with the back six.* It was something to be
half-way towards ringing on twelve.

I should like to add that we are still trying to keen our heads above
water at Broxboume by silent practice. | myself fnd it verv useful
and' interesting. Our next practice is fixed for Saturdav, Februarv
1st, 2.30 to 4.30 p.m. If any ringers care to par vs a visit on that
date | can assure them a cordial welcome. <« G. RADLEY.

Broxbourne.
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STEDMAN TRIPLES.
ODD BOB PEALS.

Garter’s and its Relation to Thurstans’ Four-Part.
To the Editor.

Sir,—May | express my appreciation of the excellent standard main-
tained by your paper during these past trying months and the debt
that the ringers of the future will owe to you for the excellent series
of articles which, in my own mind, have more than counter-balanced
the temporary loss of the peal columns.

It is not often that a misstatement appears in your columns, but I
would call your attention to one appearing on page 513 of your issue
of October 25th, wherein it is stated that:—

' Thurstans’' peal and the majority of peals which have been rung
in the past years are based on Hudson's course ends, but composers
have always been trying to find some other set of course ends which
would enable peals to be composed on different plans. John Carter’s
odd bob peal is an example. It is based intentionally or uninten-
tionally on the plan of Thomas Edwards’’ composition, the earliest
which we definitell)q/ know to be true.’

References in the following paragraphs are tq the 1903 edition of
‘ Stedman ' in the ' Snowdon ' change ringing series.

Whilst no objection can be made to the first part of the quotation,
I would point out that Carter’'s odd bob peal is based on Hudson's
course ends. The ‘odd bob ' is shown on page 68, and if it is set
out by the sixty course ends, it will be seen that forty-five appea$
in Table A on page 183. The'remaining fifteen course ends are the
*out of course ' course ends occurring between the two singles, but if
these fifteen are converted to their Yin course ' form by transposing
by the factor 425163, it-will be seen that the sixty ‘in course ' course
ends of the ‘ odd bob ' are identical with Hudson’6 sixty course ends.

If twelve round blocks absorbing Hudson’s 60 course ends each block
of five courses, with each course called 3.6.10.12.14 are written out
and the repetitions tabulated, it will be found that 5,040 true changes
are obtained with the exception that the fourth six of each course
repeats with the eighth six of another course and conversely the eighth
six of each course repeats with the fourth six of another course. Upon
further investigation, it will be found that repetitions are eliminated
if pairs of bobs are called at 4-5 in each course or alternatively at 7-8
in each course. In the first instance, 30 round blocks each of two
courses (168 changes), in the second case 20 round blocks each of
*three courses (252 changes) are formed. In each set of round blocks,
5,040 true changes are obtained and so a base for peal composition
is obtained. *

It thus would appear that John Carter WoAed upon the plan of
obtaining a peal with *the observation bell subject to bobs in each
course, but brought home at the course ends, and although the use
of Hudson's course ends may not have been part of the original
scheme, I am inclined to think that they were forced on the composer
by the exigencies of the method.

The absence of any analysis of the ‘odd bob ' in the new edition
of Stedman prepared by Mr. Trollope leads me to state an opinion
which | have held for a long time, and that is that the 4odd bob ' is
but a variation of Thurstans’ four-part. Most practical ringers will
be inclined to question the 6Ganity of the writer, but if the two peals
deprived of singles, extras and emits are competed, it will be seen
that they have many points in common.

1. Nature of peal.

2. Nature of quar-
ter peals.

3. Composition of
quarter peals.

Union of quarter-
peals.

THURSTANS'
FOUR-PART.
Consists of 4 quarter

peals, A.B.C.D.

Three course block
four times repeated.

Quarter* peals A and
B called alike.
Quarter peals C and
D called alike.

A and B united into
one half peal by two
pairs of bobs.

C and D united into
one half peal by
omission of two pairs
of bobs, i.e., form-
ing two round blocks
each of 30 courses.

CARTER'S ODD-
BOB.
Consists of 4 quarter

peals, E.F.G.BL.

Three course block
four times repeated.

Quarter peals E and
F called alike.
Quarter peals G and
H called alike.

E, G and H are
united by two addi-
tional pairs of bobs
and the omission of
two other pairs of

bobs, to form one
round block of 45
courses. F remains

as a separate round
block.

In each peal the two round blocks, obtained by bobs only, are united
by two common singles.

When one round block is united to another by the use of singles,
from the practical point of view the calling is changed, and in the
case of twin bob peals, pairs of bobs at 3-4 become bobs at 7-8 and
vice versa By the greatest stroke of good fortune in the case of
Thurstans’ peal, the revised calling of the half peal inserted between
singles becomes (with the exception of the omits and extras) the same
as the calling of the first half peal. In the case of Carter’'s, how-
ever, the whole nature of the calling is altered and bobs at
2.6.8.9.10.12.14 become bobs at 1.3.5.7.8.9.11.
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From the foregoing, it will be seen that odd bob composition is the
brother of twin bob composition, insomuch as both have Hudson's
course ends as a parent and that instead of the odd bob being an
isolated peal, it is but one peal composed on a separate system.
Some readers may enquire as to the possibility of further peals Ol
this system and | enclose three which possess a certain interest.

1. A one part peal with only three courses between singles, the first
single occurring at the ninth six of the opening course. Several
hundred variations of this peal can be obtained with ease.

2. An irregular two part (or ten part) peal, with 120 six-sevens at
back stroke.

3. A regular five part peal with 90 six-sevens at back stroke. This

I contains no Q sets, all unions of round blocks being accomplished
singles From the conductor’s point of view, there are only four
ways of calling a course to be memorised.

1 do not know if these three peals can be considered original com-
positions, but | leave it to your readers’ judgment.

Ther6 is one other point concerning Stedman Triples to which 1
would call attention,, and that is J. J. B. *Lates’ peal sho'wn on
page 129 of ‘ Stedman.” This peal comprises 50 courses in ten blocks
of five courses each called alike (but for the addition of an extra
pair of bobs at 12.13 in two blocks) and would undoubtedly be con-
sidered a fine composition but for (ihe use of two doubles to insert
the remaining round block of ten courses. It will be found impossible
to insert these ten courses between ordinary singles called after quick,
but it is a simple matter to do sq by the use of singles after slow.
Readers may ask why this lias not been noticed before—well, it lias,
and if they will but turn to page 65, this peal will be found as the
original compcsitibn of the late John Carter without the slightest
acknowledgment to Lates for what is really a fine peal. | realise
that this statement will raise the ire of angry correspondents, but
if they will but turn to pages 65 and 129, it will be seen that the last
47 courses of each peal are identical call for call.

I would add that | have in draft an article on odd bob composition
on the lines of the ‘ Investigations’ in the form of an additional
chapter to ‘' Stedman,” and if any readers signify that they would like
a copy, | am quite ready to have a few copies prepared and forwarded
to anv place in the United Kingdom for distribution.

B. H. SWINSON.

c/o Caribbean Petroleum Co., Maracaibo, Venezuela.

AN ODD BOB IRREGULAR TEN PART—ALL 6-7’'s AT BACK
STROKE.

123456 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
A 643125 — - —
C 534126 _ = — - — - —_
D ' 634215 — — —_ — - —
F 423561 — ;] — - S - — —
G 563125 — — — —_ = — - — —
H 514623 — — — - = — —
I 245136 — — — S —
231456
431562 F
621435 G
364521 H
235164 H
645231 G 435216
362145 H
614325 | 652341 D
314256 F 352416 F
125346 | 541326 |
| 325461 F 341265 F
| 634125 H 632541 H
1261435 H 465132 H
W i 653214 w 613452 |
1 253146 r 413526 F
\ 514236 | 152436 |
1624513 A 642153 A
J 524136 F e 142536 F
X (213546 | X 453126 |
513462 <F 153264 F
,654213 H 612453 H
1 521643 | 145623 |
| 316254 D 356412 D
] 462135 D < 264531 D
Y " 162354 F Y ] 564312 F
635124 | 631542 |
135346 F 531426 F
\ 324156 | 342516 |
, 124563 F , 542163 F
(615324 H 651342 H
263415 H 463251 H
W S 641235 | w 625431 |
241356 F 425316 F
\ 435216 | i. 231456 |
B. H. Swinson, Bogota, Colombia, South America. Oct. 16th

(Continued on next page.)
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OTHER ODD BOB PEALS

(Continued from previous page.)

AN ODD BOB FIVE PART (90 OF 6-7's AT BACK STROKE).
123456 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

D .634215 — — — - —

F 423561 — —. - S — — —

H 514623 —

I 245136 — _ S — — —
231456 125346 514236 453126 342516
431562 F 325461 214365 153264 542163
645231 H 634125 623514 612453 651342
423651 | 312645 '251634 145623 534612
136245 D 526134 416523 356412 246351
236451 F 126345 516234 456123 346512
524136 H 413526 352416 241356 135246
351624 H 245613 134652 523641 412635
562314 1 461253 365142 264531 163425
362145 F 261534 165423 564312 463251
614325 | 653214 642153 631542 625431
314256 F 253146 142536 531426 425316
125346 1 514236 453126 342516 231456

B. H. Swinson, Bogota, Colombia, South America. Oct. 16th, 1938.
AN ODD BOB ONE PART.

Rung at St. James’, Bushey, December 9th, 1937,
Carter’s Odd Bob. Conducted by M. F. R. Hibbert.

as a variation of

123456 2. 45. 6. 89. 10. 12. 14.

A 643125 — _ - —

B 543216 — x — - — —

C 534126 - «x — X — — __

D 634125 — — X e

N.B.—x equals pair of bobs.
231456
421653 Bobis 2. 4. 5. 6 8.S9. 10. 11. 13
546321 1. 3.5 7 8 9 11
253146 1. 3 5 7 8 9 11
514236 1. 3. 5.7 810 12
324156 461253 A 451362

642153 D 541326 C 312645 D 613452 C
321465 D 213546 C 526134 D 534612 C
641235 11 453126 B 416523 A 246351 D
521643 A 631542 D 365142 D 136245 A
316254 D 215364 D 415632 B 562314 D
462135 D 435216 A 356412 C 432561 A
512463 A 652341 D 164352 C 125346 D
624513 C 132654 A 243615 D 653214 D
354621 A 426315 D 536421 D 423651 A
146532 D 563241 D 264531 C 163425 A
265413 D 123564 A 145623 D 234165 C
345261 A 635124 C 256143 C 614325 B
152436 D 251634 C 361524 D 543162 D
324156 C 461253 A 451362 A 231456 D

H. Swinson, Hurgliada, Egypt. April 25th, 1937.

VETERAN SHEFFIELD RINGER S DEATH.
MR. J. A. DIXON'S LONG SERVICE AT ST. MARIE'S.

St. Marie’'s company, Norfolk Row, Sheffield, regret to announce the
death of an old and valued member in Mr. James Alfred Dixon, who
has passed away at the age of 81 years. As steeplekeeper and ringer
lie had a connection with the tower of over 60 years’ service,' and in
1924 was the guest at a dinner given in his honour and the recipient
of a gold bell memento suitably inscribed from his many friend” and
colleagues.

He had taken part in 58 peals and was also a clever handbell ringer.
Hbq was always ready to give his services at concerts in aid of charitable
objects.

He was one of the oldest members of the Ancient Society of College
Youths, the Yorkshire Association and the Sheffield and District
Society.

A sheet iron worker by trade, lie was in the service of the Sheffield
Gas Company for over 50 years and had the distinction of being
presented to H.R.H. the Duke of Kent on a recent .visit to Sheffield.

Taken ill whilst at work, «lie was removed home, where he finally
succumbed and was buried at Norton Cemetery on Thursdav, January
16th, the funeral being attended by various officials of the Gas Com-
pany and representatives of the ringing companies in the district.
Tower bell ringing being forbidden under war restrictions, a course of
Grandsire Triples was rung at his home before the cortege left on O
miniature peal of bells that his brother, the late Tom Dixon, took
with him to India in the * eighties.’

Mr. Dixon leaves a widow, son and daughter to mourn his death,
the son having been resident in Australia for many years.
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THE WEIGHTS OF TENORS.

HOW BELLS ‘' GROW.*

The letters between Thomas Mears and the churchwardens of St.
Peter Mancroft raised a question which has always interested ringers,
for there are very few of them who have not at one time or another
been engaged in an argument about the correct weight of a tenor.

We are all familiar with village steeples, where the bells have not
been weighed for centuries, and where the tenor has a reputed and
traditional weight, usually at least half as much as the correct one.
That sort of thing is natural and understandable. The local sexton
is proud of his bells and likes to think they are better and heavier
than those in a neighbouring and rival village. The local ringers are
sure the bell must be at least a ton—' You can tell that by the way
she goes.” The visitor to the Curfew Tower at Windsor Castle is
usually told by the custodian that the tenor weighs two tons, and
any doubts on the point are treated with scorn. Actually she weighs,
we believe, a little less than 30 cwt.

But sextons and village ringers are not the only people who are
prone to exaggerate in this way. Even the most modest of ringers,
after he has rung to a peal a tenor of which the definite weight is
not known, is inclined to give himself the benefit of the doubt, and
to think that if there must be a margin of error it had better be
on the large side. Then perhaps someone, who thinks he knows all
about it, writes to contradict him.

When the long peal of Kent Treble Bob, 16,608 changes, was rung
at Mottram in 1883, the tenor was given as 14 cwt., the same weight
as that at Bethnal Green, where the previous longest peal had been
rung, but the partisans of the London band were very anxious to
show that the Mottram tenor was really no more than 12 cwt.

The weights of several heavy and famous bells have been at times
disputed. The old tenor at St. Mary, Redcliffe, Bristol, was always
given as cwt., and on the strength of thdt some fine heavy bell
feats were claimed. When she was weighed before being recast, she
proved to be less than two tons. This exaggeration did in one instance
lead to a misunderstanding. The local men rang a peal of Cinques
in about three and a half hours’ time, and when they published the
record, some person wrote to ‘The Bell News'’' and declared the
fjeal was false. His only reason for saying so was that nonnan could
iave rung a bell of that weight to a peal in the time.

AN OXFORD CONTROVERSY.

The tenor at Christ Church, Oxford, was always said to be 40 cwt.,
and when Washbrook, then a young man, rang it to a peal on the =
hack eight, it was claimed as an outstanding heavy bell performance,
as no doubt it was. The weight was challenged, but the Oxford men
stuck to their opinion ~nd the controversy lasted for some years. At
length F. E. Robinson had the bell weighed, when it turned out to
be a little ove- 30 cwt.

We are not quite clear about the details of this, and do not know
how it was managed, or how the net weight of the bell, apart from
the stock and clapper, was arrived at. Perhaps some of our Oxford
friends may be able to enlighten us.

Tn the case of many of the best known rings, lists of weights
supplied by the founders exist, and it is common enough to find them
framed and hung up in belfries. These weights are generally taken
to be authoritative and final, and, with modern rings, so they are.

But it is remarkable how many of the older founders’ weights have
Droved inaccurate when the bells have been weighed in recent years.
Mancroft tenor is a case in point. Thomas Mears said the bell
weighed 43 cwt. 1 gr. 18 Ib., and that, of coui®e, was what he was
paid for; but when she was weighed at Loughborough she only scaled
40 cwt. 2 gr. 21 Ib.

Southwark old tenor, which in Knights’ list was over 50 cwt., turned
out to be something over 49 cwt. And there are other instances.*

What is the reason? We have heard it said that the old founders
used to weigh the. clappers with the bells, but we hardly think that
is likely. The churchwardens in olden times were very businesslike
people and would not have been taken in by such a dodge. We
must remember that it was usual to pay for bells on the actual
weight of metal supplied, not. as at present, a lump sum which the
founder quotes to cover everything. Now the parish accepts the bells
without questioning the weights. In olden times bells .were alwavs
carefully weighed before they were handed over to the founder to be
recast, a bond was taken from him to cover the churchwardens
against any fraud on his part, and the bells were weighed before
thev were accepted.

This weighing had to be done at public weigh bridges, which were
to be found in all large towns and in most market towns.

There could, therefore, be no dispute as to what should be taken
as the correct weight for which the parish had to pay. Nevertheless,
it seems certain that the weights often were wrong. Very likely the
weigh bridges were not accurate, or has the standard ton slightly 1
altered in the course of vears?

BUY AN EXTRA COPY
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and send it to a Serving Member of your Tower



January 31st, 1941.

NOTICES.

THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted
under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

All communications should be sent to The Editorial

O ffice of ' The Ringing W orid,” Lower Pyrford
Road, W oking, Surrey.
LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Liverpool Branch.

— The next meeting will be held at the Church House,
South John Street, Liverpool, on Saturday, February
1st, at 4.30 p.m. Handbells will be available from 2.30.
A good attendance is hoped for.—G. R. Newton, 57,
Ampthill Road, Liverpool, 17.*

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.—
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, February ist,
at Holborn Viaduct Station Buffet, at 2.30 a.m.—A. B.
Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Notting-
ham District.— The annual meeting will be held at St.
Peter's, Nottingham, on Saturday, February ist. Hand-
bells available from 2.30. Business meeting for election
of officers 3.30. Will members please make an effort to
attend. AIll ringers welcome. Own arrangements for
tea.— F. A. Salter, Dis. Sec., 110, Noel Street, Notting-
ham.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE .ASSOCIATION.—A
meeting will be held at Longton on Saturday, February
ist. Bells (7), without clappers, and handbells available
from 3 p.m. The fourth annual dinner will be held at
the George Hotel, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent, on Satur-
day, February 22nd, at 5.50 p.m. Tickets, 4s. each, may
be obtained from me on or before February 10th. Please
apply early for tickets.— Andrew Thompson, 63, White-
house Road, Cross Heath, Newcastle, Staffs.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Hinckley
District.— The next meeting, at Burbage, will be held at
the Chequers Inn, Lutterworth Road, on Saturday,
February ist, at 6 p.m. Good bus service. Handbells
and cheerful company. All welcome—W. A. Wood,
Fosseway, Croft, Leicestershire.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.—Welling-
borough Branch.— The annual meeting will be held (da.v .)
at Irthlingborough on Saturday, Feb. 8th. Mr. R.
Richardson will, if possible, be present wjth films. Please
bring wives and sweethearts, but send names for tea to
A. Bigley, Hon. Branch Sec., 30, Allen Road, Irth-
lingborough.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.—The next
meeting will be held at Silkstone on Saturday, February
8th, at the Ring of Bells. Handbells 3 p.m. Tea 4.30
p.m., followed by business meeting. Those requiring
tea must notify Mr. H. Mann, Fox and Hounds Yard,
Silkstone, near Barnsley, not later than February 5th.
All are'welcome.— D. Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, Chapel
Street, Shafton, near Barnsley.

G & F. COPE & CO.,

TOWER CLOCK

ES8TIMATES SUBMITTED FOR NEW CLOCKS, CHIME ADDITIONS,
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GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO-
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— Please note that in
future meetings of the branch will be held on the second
Saturday in every month at the Haymarket Hotel (oppo-
site St. Jafnes-in-the-Horsefair). The next meeting is on
February 8th, from 2.45 p.m. Handbells, tea and meet-
ing— A. M. Tyler, Sec.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— St. Albans
District.— Next meeting at St. Peter’'s, St. Albans, on
Saturday, February 8th, at 3 p.m. Arrangements will
be made for tea nearby. All the practice you want on
handbells and ‘ silent’ tower bells. Start the new year
well with a good meeting.— Harold J. Hazell, Dis. Sec.,
15, King’s Hill Avenue, St. Albans.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Rochdale Branch.
— Next meeting will be held at Todmorden on Saturday,
February 15th. Handbells available at 47, Cambridge
Street, from 3 p.m. Meeting at 6.30 p.m.— lvan Kay,
Hon. Sec.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Next
meeting at Bushey' Guides’ Studio, Falconer Road, on
Saturday, February 22nd. Meeting time 3.45. Excellent
opportunity to practice method ringing on handbells. Com-
fortable room, social chat. Tea arranged. All interested
in the hobby of change ringing are welcome.—C. H.

NOTTINGHAM

MANUFACTURERS.
REPAIRS

OR REPAINTING OF DIALS.
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‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES'

NOTED FOR EA8Y HANDLING AND NON 8TRETCHING
Eat. 1820 Tel. 2400

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

Orasr youp Bell Ropes now, before ppices increase,
ppe-wap quality, and send us youp old Bell Ropes
fop pepairs whilst not in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING MATS AND BELL MUFFLERS

TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE'
fpom the
Rev. E.S. POWELL, Staverton Vicarage, Daventry
d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS-Section 1. (Odd-Bell Treble
Dominated Methods) ,
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section 1l. (Plain Bob and
Double Oxford Bob).......c.cc..... (et 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section m . (Double Norwich) ... 9
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS 1 0
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B 6
CARD OFS INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND DSE OF
BELL
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples 3
Cambridge Surprise Major  ........c.c.. 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major 2
HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS 2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ., .o 1 0
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New
Edition) o o 2 O

The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.

‘ROPE-SIGHT, Is. 10d.; ninth edition; 150 page*; treat* Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.

4GRANDSIRE," 2s. 10d.= second edition; 204 pages, commencing on
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘STANDARD METHODS," ninth edition, 2s. 10d.
*STEDMAN," 2s. I0d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.
‘TREBLE BOB,’ Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
*SURPRISE METHODS," 2s. I0d. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P.
Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams, 126 pages.
All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
Miss MARGARET E, SNOWDON

Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulvenston, Lancs

PUBLICATIONS*

‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply
Explained,” 9th thousand, 6%d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen,
post free. By |I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

4 BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,” 2nd
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
address as above.

4 CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR/
about to begin more advanced methods. 7%d. each,
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

THE RINGERS® HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL.
Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire,
Stedman, Plain Boland Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2J9
(6 copies for 15/-), 6 bell edition 6ewn, paper covers, 64pp.,

1/2 (6 copies for 6/-).
Obtainable only post Iras from Rev. E. S. POWELL,
-tavepton’ Vioaratfe, neap Daventpy.

Diameter

Telephone 276

Suitable for Presentation or
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IKKSTAND in Solid Silver

5in.
87/8

2iin 2iin, 3jia. 3iin. 4in. 43in.
18/0 22/8 28/8 33/8 42/- 52/8
The 6in. size is also made to hold 60 cigarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E.RUSSELL

(flin.

Prioe 78.6

and Optician

W O K IN G

SMITH of DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven

for those

Makers of many famous clocks, in-
cluding St. Paul’'s Cathedral, London,
and throughout the world.

John Smith 4> Sons, Midland Clock Wopks,
Derby, Ltd.

Head Office and Wopks, Queen St., Depby
Tel. No. DERBY 45589 Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Pres*, Ltd., Guild-
ford, and Published by the Roll* House Publishing Co., Ltd., Bream*
Buildings, London, 1.0.4.
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CANADA
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Telephone
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BELL FRAMES.

The history of church bells and the archaeological
study which they present have had an increasing interest
for ringers, large numbers of whom now realise that
this side of campanology can provide a subject of con-
siderable educational value. In the past, ringers con-
cerned themselves very little with the history of the bells
they rang, and even to-day there are many who have no
interest in bells except as instruments in their hands.
They will criticise their tonal qualities, their defects and
their merits, but beyond this the bells receive scant con-
sideration. But there is gradually spreading an interest
in the antiquarian aspect of bells, an aspect which the
labours of writers like North and Walters have opened
to a wider circle of the public. By their investigations
among the church bells in the towers of many counties,
there is now available material for a very fascinating
study, and it is a matter for regret that the county bell
histories are not more generally available. They have,
however, usually been published by subscription or
through archaeological societies, with the result that only
a limited edition has come from the press, and in these
days the possessor of anything like ,a complete collec-
tion of the books is a fortunate individual. From these
volumes it is possible to trace the art and craft of the
bell founder and the development of the bell itself.

Amid all that we can learn about bells, however, there
has been, strangely enough, very little written about the
frames that carry them. Perhaps antiquarians have
thought them of little interest, yet the development of
the bell cage and the bell fittings have played no unim-
portant part in the development of the art of ringing.
Or should it be put the other way? Did men adapt their
bell cages to suit the (expanding desires of the ringers, or
did the development of the bell frame to carry the in-
creasing weight of metal which founders put into their
bells encourage ringers to further efforts with their flying
ropes, and did it make possible that bell control by which
alone change ringing can successfully be done? That is
a question which we leave ringers to answer for them-
selves, but the fact remains that very little attention has
been paid among ringers to the manner in which the bell
frame of to-day took its form. The cage which is found
supporting a modern ring of bells fashioned of timbers or
metal, but built on engineering lines to take the strains
and stresses from the walls of the towers and give that
ease of ringing which ringers now expect, is an im-
portant structural unit. It has not always been of the
design that is installed to-day. It has been gradually

evolved from a simple beam, and the changes down the
(Continued on page 62.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.

(ESTABLISHED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS

Makers of many of the largest and most important ClocKs
in the World.

CLbCKS REPAIRED AND DIALS RESTORED.

‘THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS/’

Bankfield Terrace, Burley, Leeds.
And at 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare St-,
Newcastle-on-Tyne,
and 96, Carver Street, Moorhead,

THE RINGER’'S BADGE,

Sheffield.

Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole,
Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved
—as lllustration.
gct. HALL MARKED GOLD 45/-
HALL MARKED SILVER 716
GILT OR WHITE METAL 41-

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can
be engraved on the reverse side at a
small extra charge.

GEQ. STAGEY, 440

Exact size 6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING

The Newest and Most Interesting
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art
and learn how to practise it

The System is fully explained in
METHOD SPLICING,” price 1/3 (post free)
from ‘ The Pinging: World ’ Office,
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL,

Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope
Manufacturer,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti-

tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh. St. Albans, Liilcoln, Durham, Peter-

borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s,
Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

THE RINGING WORLD.

February 7th, J941.

centuries have been dictated by the slow development of
scientific knowledge.

W e publish in this issue the first part of a highly interesting
illustrated article on this matter. As far as we are aware
it is the first time that the subject has been so completely
dealt with in a bellringing journal, and it throws an in-
structive light upon a hitherto neglected feature of our
belfries. Ringers are indebted to Mr. G. P. Elphick,
hon. secretary of the Southern Guild of Ringers, Lewes,
for this article, which has been provided largely from the
material discovered from personal inspection of Sussex
towers, and obtained only by much patient labour. It is
this first-hand investigation which adds so much to the
value of work of this kind, for it should be remembered
that the results set down in a page or two of ‘ The Ring-
ing World ' have provided a task which has taken
months if not years to complete in leisure hours, albeit
it has been a congenial occupation.

REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED.
THE STORY OF A SIX-BELL PEAL.

It was ell fixed up in a hurry. Somehow peals like that go off
well and have a happy ending. The conductor came over on Thurs-
day, in search of four more for a peal of Minor on Saturday. He
got his band, including a lady who had never started for a peal.

The venue of the peal was a small village some miles away, and the
five *youngsters ' and one not so young arranged to meet at the bus
stop in a nearby town at an appointed hour. This was all to the good
and saved having to wait for the ‘odd one ™ to turn up at the
church. En route to the bus, some of the party bumped into a
prominent association official, himself off to attempt a peal.

‘ Where are you off to?* he enquired.

On being told, he said, ‘' Oh! you will find they are a lively lot.
You will be lucky if you ring a peal at the first attempt. Anyway,
I wish you luck.’

A local call change ringer was ready to welcome the baud on
arrival. After assisting with rope adjustments he departed, asking
how long they would be.

*About two hours and three-quarters’ ply.

The ringing chamber, on the first floor, was very small both in
length, breadth and height. In fact, the ropes only iust appeared
through the holes when the bells were set at backhand. The ringer
of the fifth had to operate with his back hard against the door, which
opened inwards.

«The ringers found the *official * knew what he was talking about,
and the first 720 was not without 'incident. It finally came to grief
by a shift near the end. The menfolk were game for a fresh start,
but questioned whether thejlady would find it too much of a good
thing at the first attempt. She waved all such talk on one side and
the peal was recommenced. The 720 ‘ practice* madeyall the dif-
ference and all went well until about half-way.

Suddenly tho ringer of the fifth shot forward and it seemed all was
lost. Recovering his balance, he planted his 14 stone back against
the door, telling the intruder to go away. After one or two vain
?ttelmpts to open the door, the unwelcome visitor departed, but not
or long.

The. peal was almost *<n the bag’ when the heavyweight on the
fifth received a nasty jolt from the door. He managed to hold the
fort, however, and ringing continued without mishap until the peal
was finished.

Long before the eiid the conductor and the ringer of the fifth had
decided what they would say to the intruder. Their words melted
in their mouths when a youth appeared in the doorway carrying a
tray complete with tea, sugar, milk and biscuits.

‘ Father is sorty he is not able to see you., but told me to bring
this over after you had been ringing about two hours and three-
quarters. | waited a long time and you didn’'t stop, so | thought |
had better come over in case you didn't know the time!” Well, it was
no use explaining a lost 720, and after all they had rung the peal.

The refreshments were very welcome and everyone was satisfied,
particularly the young lady, who had rung her first peal. As | said
at the beginning, it was all fixed up in a hurry and somehow peals
like that go off all right. . E.

BELL ROPES

MATTE FROM ITALTAN HEMP. OR TTALTAN FLAX.
SOFT ANT) PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT
CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. "Phone’ 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM

came the repl
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CROWLAND BELLS.

THE FIRST PEAL.
To the Editor.

gir—It was very interesting to read about Crowland Abbey bells,
the first ringing peal. 1 should like to state that 1 had the honour
of ringing in the first peal rung on the bells 45 veers ago. It was
ray third peal. It was rung by the South Lincolnshire Association on
Saturday, November 28th, 1896, in 2 hours 48 minutes, and consisted
of 5,040 changes in four methods on tower bells, viz., four six-scores
of Canterbury, four six-scores of Bob Doubles, 24 six-scores of St.
Dunstan’s and 10 six-scores of Grandsire, all called differently. The
ringers were P. Cherrington (first peal) treble, W. Ambrose 2, R.
Wyche 3, Rev. H. Law James 4. C. R. Lilley tenor. Conducted by the
Rev. H. Law James.

It was duly recorded as ‘ the first neal on this historic ring of bells,
there having been a ring of five bells in Crowland Abbey for nearly
1.300 years.*

The five bells are dedicated to five different saints and were rehung
by Taylor and Co. in a new frame about 50 years ago. The ringers
of 1, 2 and 3 were Crowland men, the 4th then of St. Martin’'s, Stam-
ford, and the 5th of Peterborough.

All have passed away except the tenor man. Since the peal was
rung the bells have been increased to six, and | think a peal of Minor
was rung there a few years ago.

If my memory serves me right, they had a band for Grandsire at
Crowland at that time, as Mr. Wyche, a solicitor, was living in
Stamford, but used to go to Crowland most week-ends.

I well remember our seven miles’ drive in a trap. It was a bitterly
cold day with the wind blowing from the Fen country.

Ringing in Lincolnshire at that time was at a very low ebb until
the Rev H. Law James came along. | have watched the progress
since with great pleasure, for we used to have to cycle 14 miles to
get a touch of Triples. | wonder if the young generation of to-day
would do it? Surfleet bells had not been rung for years until Mr.
James went there. What a difference now! C. R. LILLEY.

BELLS RECAST.

Mr. Lilley is in error in thinking that the five bells upon which he
rang are dedicated to five saints. Only the teAor is a pre-Reformation
bell, the others of the five are 17th and 18th century; the treble cast
by Thomas Norris in 1654, the 2nd and 3rd by Edward Arnold, of
Leicester, in 1788, and the 4th at the same foundry in 1797.

The original bells, however, are said to have been named after
saints, as were another ring afterwards. The great bell of the first
ring, cast by Turketyl, the sixth Abbot (A.D. 946-975), was named
Guthlac. Egelric, his nephew and successor (A.D. 975-984), added six
more bells, * namely, two large ones named Bartholomew and Betelm,
two middb ones named Turketyl and Tatwyn, and two lesser ones
named Pega and Bega.’

The bells were destroyed in the fire' of 1091 which engulfed the
church. Later the bells were replaced, but again, in 1171, the church
was destroyed by fire. Whether the bells suffered, however, is not
known.

Abbot Ralph Merske (1253-1281) erected a campanile at the east end
of the churcn, which was known as the *outward belfry.” There are
records of large bells hanging in this belfry, so that at that time thp
Abbev possessed two rings of bells.

In 1405 there were *four sweetly sounding bells,’ hanging ‘m the
tower beyond the choir,” which is generally understood to be the central
tower. What became of the bells in the ‘ outer belfry* at the Dis-
solution is not now known, but, says North in his ‘' Church Bells of
Lincolnshire,” *at Moulton there is a tradition that the church bells
there came originally from Crowland Abbey, and there is a similar
tradition at East Pinchbeck, the bells being said to have been sent
there because there was no other, tower in the neighbourhood large
enough for them X . A

In ™ 1465 Abbot John Lytlyngton, ‘in order that nothing might
remain undone which is considered to tend to the increase of the
praise of God. caused five fine and choice bells to be cast at London
and substituted for the three old ones, to send forth their sweet
sounds with their harmonious chimes. The cost of these, together
with the expense of the carriage thereof to Croyland by land ®pd
water, amounting in all to one hundred and sixty pounds, was de-
frayed entlrely by himself.’

Apparently oné of the four older bells in the central tower had
gone since 1405. Before the new bells w'ere hung they were solemnly
consecrated and dedicated to the patron saints whose names had been
inscribed on them : Guthlac, Bartholomew’, Michael, Mary and Trinity.
Two of the live probably remained until after 1783, and were those
recast of Edward,. Arnold in 1788.

TOWER CLOCKS J. B.

Weight Driven or Electric, by the
WORLDS OLDEST MAKERS
ESTABLISHED OVER 300 YEARS

Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request
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ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.

At the meeting on Saturday, February 1st, at the Holborn Viaduct
Station Buffet, nine members were present.

Kind letters of sympathy and good wishes were received from Mr.
C. T. Coles, general secretary of the Middlesex Association, and from
Mr. F. J. Rumens, of Chicago, U.S.A.

Some difficulty had been experienced in finding suitable accommoda-
tion for meeting on Saturday afternoons, and Mr. H. Langdon kindly
offered a room at 15 Farringdon Avenue. The offer was readily
accepted by the members.

Respect was paid to the memory of Alderman J. S. Pritchett, of
King's Norton, and Mr. C. Catclipole, of Ip&wich. Mr. J. S. Hawkins
had deposited the peal of handbells (presented to the society by Lady
Heywood and loaned to the St. Andrew’s. Holborn, ringers) in a ' safe
deposit ' strongroom in Holborn for safe keeping. Mr. A. A. Hughes
ana Mr. E. Murrell had been appointed assessors of the damaged
property and were making good progress.

HE HAD HIS FIVE POUNDS* WORTH.

A well-known ringer, who shall be nameless, on Monday realised
the ambition of his life. Ever since he was a boy, and that is a long
time ago, he has wanted to pull the communication cord in a railway
train. That notice ‘Penalty for improper, use £5,” always deterred
him.

But on Monday, travelling to ‘ The Ringing World ' Office, he found
himself on arrival at the usual station, a prisoner in the compart-
ment. Despite all his struggles and that of four hefty fellow pas-
sengers, including* part of the British Navy, he was unable to open
the door into the corridor, which was on the platform side of the
train. y
There was nothing for it but to pull the communication cord or be
carried on to some other station. So he had his five pounds’ worth.

At that moment another passenger, entering the corridor from the
platform, put his hand on tne door latch and, heigh presto, it opened
as easily as the stone to the robbers’ cave when Aladdin shouted

‘ Gertcher ' or some other such cryptic word. **
The gentleman whose destination was *The Ringing World ' office
spent a good deal of time explaining to railway officials. TUiey know

his name and address; he is now wondering whether he. Really has
had his five pounds’ worth.

CHECKING A PEAL OUTSIDE THE TOWER,
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—A peal of Major was attempted at St. Michael's Church,
Framlfngham, Suffolk, several years ago, and the bells duly came into
rounds. The late Rev. J. Holme Pilkington, well known as a copiposer
of Bob Major, sat in his Rectory, which adjoins the churchyard, and
listened to the ringing, as he usually did, always being interested.

He met the ringers as they came out of the tower and said to the

conductor, ' You are not goin”™ to publish that peal, are you?" ' Yes,
why not?' the conductor replied. He then explained where the peal
was false, and it was not published G. E. SYMONDS

Ipswich.
BEDFORD SURPRISE.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I wish to thank Mr. Melville and Mr. Harvey for their
remarks on Bedford Surprisie. It was an attempt to produce a method
where all the bells were in possible progressive coursing order. From
previous attempts | thought this the most musical way. My state-
ment that all peals of Treble Bob would go to J3edford did not mean
that these were the only peals possible. The proof of Bedford is much
simpler than Treble Bob. The false course end 24365 is false only
in the 4th and 5th leads, not together; that is the 4th lead is false
with the 4th; also 5th lead, with the 5th. Therefore, the boh Before
will separate the two leads as the illustrations will show.

23456 32546
35264 B 24365 B

Here are three peals of 5,088 of Bedford Surprise, but they are

false to Treble Bob. Probably they have already been used for Bristol.

23456 M B W H 23456 M B W H 23456 M B WH
52364 — 2 32654 2 2 62534 2 1 8
32654 21 62534 21 65324 1
62534 21 65324 1 2 62453 — 2 1
65324 1 — 22 46253 — 22 26354 2 2
24536 1 2 2 23564 1 1 2 23564 12
Each twice repeated.
Saffron Walden. * F. DENCH

JOYCE & CO. LTD.

WHITCHURCH, SALOP.

We have experts visiting all parts of the British Ifles, and shall be pleased
to carry ont restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tower Clock
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE BELL-CAGE.
WOOD FRAMES THROUGH THE CENTURIES.
By G. P. Elphick.

During' the last few months ringers have had quite a
lot to say about methods of bell-hanging— ball versus
plain bearings. There is .one important factor that
seems to have escaped their notice— the stability of the
tower and bell-cage. Most of us have rung in towers
where the bells do not run well, in spite of the fact that
they are on ball bearings. We blame the bell-hanger,
an easy thing to do, and leave it at that.

I have a vivid recollection of examining a cage when
the bells, which had the reputation of going ° like
houses,” were being rung. The cage was behaving like
a ship in a storm at sea; rising and falling at least an
inch, at the same time moving sideways about two
inches and battering the tower walls. It was the bear-
ings that were getting the blame in the ringing chamber;
the real cause had to be seen to be believed. This is a
bad example of what will happen through neglect, for a
cage that has been well looked after is one of the most
rigid pieces of timber framing we have.

Now the question arises how has the modern cage
been evolved that it is so rigid? Strange to say, this
question has riever been answered; even the various
archaeological societies have not paid any attention to it
While our knowledge of mediaeval bells is considerable,
our knowledge of the cages is practically nil. So far as
I know, Sussex is the only county of which a survey of
its bell-cages has been made. It is to the frames in the
towers in this county to which | shall generally refer.

In trying to place the period in which a cage \Vas con-
structed, we are confronted with a problem much more
complex than that of dating mediaeval bells. No dated
cages appear to be known before the seventeenth cen-
tury. For earlier cages we have to rely on the evidence
of the age of the tower and the bells it contains.

If the cage timbers are built into the tower walls, we
can be fairly sure that they are of the same date. The
position and roping of the bells may give a clue, as well
might a cage that has been altered to fit the tower. All
we can do is to obtain a period in which the particular
type with which we are dealing was in vogue, relying
on the bells to give us a better approximation of the date.

We must also bear in mind the fact that the mediaeval
smith and carpenter were the bell-hangers of their day
and would use principles of construction with which they
were familiar. The carpenter, for example, would use the
principles of the roof truss for the trusses of a bell-cage.
Another point to consider is that in an obviously recon-
structed cage the village carpenter would generally use
the previous type as a copy, on which to base his idea
of proportion and sizes of timber required. Where cages
are moulded, help in placing them can be obtained from
mouldings in vogue at variou's periods on beams, door-
frames and the general joinery of the time. It must also
be borne in mind that most of the types that I shall men-
tion overlap each other by considerable periods.

Belfries did not become part of church structure until
the seventh or eighth century. In the latter period men-
tion is made of them by the monk, of S. Gall and
Amalarius. There is a record of one being built in 770
a.d. by Pope Stephen 11l., or by his successor two
years later. In 926, Athelstan causfed a law to be passed
~conferring the right to sit at the town-gate on any

February 7th, 1941.

thane who possessed a belfry on his estate. There are
remaining to-day Saxon towers which obviously were
built co contain bells of considerable size. Earl's Bar-
ton is a notable example.

We are all familiar
with the bell-gable,
where the bells are
hung between brick
or stone piers above
the level of the
church roof, gener-
ally at the west%nd,
but there are many
examples where the
chancel arch has

been continued above the roof to form a bell-gable. It
seems quite reasonable to assume that this was one of
the earliest methods of hanging a small bell; it being
chimed by a lever. Man, being the creature he is,
wanted larger and more bells, and so he had to build a
tower to contain them; what was more natural than to
hang them between beams, the beams taking the place
of stone piers? (Fig. 1).

The earliest example of this method known to me is
at Lynchmere. There is a cage for two, which | con-
sider coeval with the thirteenth century bell it contains.
The plates, on which the beams rest, are at present built
into the walls of the present seventeenth century tower;
they are exposed where they pass across the louvre win-
dow openings. On closer examination the timber which
is buried in the walls proves to have the marks of pro-
longed exposure to the same degree as the beams which

support the Dbells,
proving that it was
in that condition be-

fore the present
tower was built. The
central beam is of
much larger section
than the others,

showing that the car-

penter realised that

it had to carry twice

the load that was im-

posed on each of the
end beams. It is also interesting to note that the end
beam of the treble pit<is laid flat, showing that the car-
penter considered it strong enough for the treble but not
for the tenor, as the tenor and beam is on edge, although
it is of the same section as that used for the treble.

It was soon found that, with the long beams neces-
sary to span large towers, it was essential to stiffen the
beams, as it was impossible to obtain sections of sufficient
size to be rigid. The method used to stiffen the beams,
or ‘ Heads,” as they will be called, branched into two
different types of cages. Either they could be braced to
the. walls by means of a piece of timber, one end fixed
near the centre of the beam and the lower end embedded
in the wall of the tower, or by placing a post under the
centre of the beam.

The most natural development seems to have'been to
brace the beam as men braced their roof trusses; and it
is as well to notice how much bell-cages and roof trusses
have in common. They both have to carry forces acting
from the vertical to the horizontal direction.
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At East Chiltington there are the remains of a cage of
this type, as old as the mid-twelfth century tower in
which it is built. /It is a seven inch tree trunk, with one
brace remaining in the tower wall. The bell was hung
in the centre, apparently not in alignment with the beam,
for there is a groove cut on one side to give clearance for
the bell to swing frame high.

There is another example of this type (Fig. 2), show-
ing some improvements in the twelfth century tower at
Newhaven. The beams show two advances, for not
only are they cambered, but the bells were hung close to
the walls to lessen the strain on the beams. Another
improvement was that the beams were nearer together
than the diameter of the bell’s mouth. The carpenters
had found out that a short stock was more efficient than
a long one; so they cut grooves in the sides of the beams
to enable the bell to swing clear, and at the same time
keep the beams ms close as possible. There are many
examples of this form of cage generally to be found in

the timber  spires
that adorn so many
of our ancient
towers. A further
development in this
type was to have
Wall posts fixed to

the lower end of the
brace and the beam
at the top, to distri-
bute the thrust over
the wall to a greater
degree.

The other direc-
tion led to the bell-
cage as we know it
to-day. | only know of two examples of this type of

P 3.
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cage (Fig. 3). At Cold Waltham is a fine example in
a thirteenth century tower. It'is a cage for three, con-
taining two bells probably of fourteenth century date.
There are several improvements over the previous types
that we have examined. The heads, or beams, are wider
in the centre where the bell is hung, and cut down where
the lip passes, remaining at this width to the ends. The
carpenters had found that once a vertical groove is cut in
a beam, the timber between it and the nearest wall was

: taking no strain; in fact it was a liability of extra weight

and the beam was stronger without it. They also had
discovered that beams or the joists of a floor need not be
so strong if they had a beam supporting them in the
centre. In the case of a bell-cage the beam had to be
lowered to enable the bell to swing clear, so it was con-
nected' to the heads by posts. These were braced to the
head to make it more rigid, and the result is a roof-truss
upside down. Yet this type of cage grew out of the ex-
perience men had gathered from making floors, the
braces being the only part borrowed from a roof truss.
(To be continued.)

THE FUNERAL BELL.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—With reference to the Rev. F. LIl. Edwards' letter as
to chiming each of the bells in turn the morning before a funeral,.
I have several times heard it done at Hodnet (Bishop Heber’'s Church),
Salop. If I remember correctly, they start with the treble and finish
with the tenor for a man, and start with the tenor and finish with
the treble for a woman.

At Stanton-on-Hine-Heath, the 5th is raised, rung a few minutes
and lowered again in the morning, the tenor being clocked at inter-
vals prior to the funeral, finishing with three sharp strokes as the
cortege arrives at the lych gate.* Here, according to legend, the ghost
of one Madam Brown, of Sowbatch, was ‘ read down by twelve parsons
at midnight’ in the year 1777. Singularly enough, when the church
was restored in 1891 a leather bottle was found under the stone floor-
ing beneath the Sowbatch pew. | understand the men threw it in the
river. E. V. RODENHURST.

Frees, Salop.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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BELFRY GOSSIP.

Mr. George Popnell, of 3, Pant-v-Cefn Road, Markham, Mon., has,
we regret to say, been laid up for the past two months. He was
bombed out of Bristol General Hospital, where he went for treat-
ment, and is now waiting for a bed in Newport Hospital. Mr. Popnell
has many friends in ringing circles and they will wish him a speedy
recovery.

We are glad to be able to report that Mr. P. C. Williams, lion,
treasurer of the Bristol United Guilds, has now fully recovered from
his recent serious operations arid hopes to resume work shortly.

Mr. R. Overy, serving in one of the technical branches of the Army,
and whose present address is 275, Hornby Street, Bury, Lancs, would
like to get into touch with handbell ringers in the district.

To-day is the one hundred and ftfty-eightli anniversary of the open-
ing of the bells at St. Botolph'g, Bishopsgate. Three complete peal?
were rung, one by each of the leading London societies.

It is also the sixteenth anniversary of the only peal of Cambridge
Maximus rung at St. Paul's Cathedral.

Fifty years ago to-day a peal of Stedcndn Cinques was rung at St.
Bride's, Fleet Street, by a band of bachelors belonging to the Ancient
Society of College Youths. It was composed and conducted by Mr.
F. E. Daw'e. .

John Carter called at St. Martin’s, Birmingham, the first peal of
Forward Maximus on February 8th, 1889.

The first true peal of Surprise Major in London, one of Superlative,
was rung at St. Matthew's, Bethnal Green, on February 9th, 1850, by
the St. James’ Society.

Four years later on February 10th the same society rang the first
double-handed peal of Stedman Cinques.

The first true peal of Cambridge Surprise was rung\at Bennington
in Hertford by the local company on February 11th, 1873.

Fifty years ago to-day 13 peals were rung. They consisted of Grand-
sire Doubles 2, Triples 3, Union Triples 1, Canterbury Pleasure Triples
1, Stedman Triples 1, Caters 1, Cinques 1, Bob Major 1. and Kent
Treble Bob »Major 2.

REVERSAL.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I was interested by the account of reversing, but cannot
agree with the statement tliat Grandsire does not reverse like Double
Norwich. When | reverse Grandsire | make the hunt bell go in front
of the treble thus:—

2135476
1234567
1325476
3152746
\ # etc.

They rang Holt's Ten-Part on this plan in Cheshire some time ago
with the ordinary Grandsire single.

E. BANKES JAMES.

HANDBELLS IN CHURCH.

To the Editor.

Sir,—Ou the Sunday afternoon before Christmas a verv interesting
candle and carol service was held in the ancient-Parish Church of St
Mary Magdalen, Woolwich. At the start of the service the church was
in darkness, no sound was heard but the ringing of the handbells
from the crypt, symbolising the bells of JJethlehem. While these were
playing the choir found their way into the church and the service
began with the singing by the choir of *Silent night, Holy night.’
The Yule candle was lit during the singing of the last verse represent-
ing our Lord Jesus Christ, the Light, entering the world on the first
Christmas eve.

The Gospel for Christmas Day was then read and the choir sang
the carol, Away in,a manger.* 'During this carol the light was passed
from lantern to lantern, reminding us of our Lord’'s commission to
‘ pass the Light on, to make disciples of all nations.* At the con-
clusion of the carol the bells were again rung calling us to Bethlehem.
While the coi gregation listened to the bells, the clergy and choir
passed to the crypt for the blessing of the crib, at the conclusion of
which the choir sang, down in the crypt, ‘ Sleep, Holy Babe.*

The rest of the service took place in the church itself and consisted
of carols and readings from the scriptures. The part played By the
handbells was very greatly appreciated by everybody.

In addition to this service, a choir of some 30 to 40 voices from the
Parish Church and from the nearby Methodist Church visited 16
public air raid shelters and sang carols there. On several occasions
this was preceded by carols played on handbells. Increasingly here
in Woolwich we are seeing the possibilities in the use of handbells.

CUTHBERT BARDSLEY, Rector of Woolwich.
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DEATH OF THE REV. R. C. THDRSFIELD.

A LOSS TO PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

The tragic death of the Rev. Richard Cecil Thursfield end Mrs. M. A.
Thursfield, which we briefly recorded in our last issue, has deprived
the Peterborough Diocesan Guild of one of its best known clerical
members, and removed a leading figure in the civic life of Northamp-
tonshire. They died as a result of a motor crash in their own parish
of Cranford, within a mile or so of their home.

Mr. and Mrs. Thursfield were travelling from Kettering in their
car, the Rector driving, when it was involved in < violent head-on
collision with a motor dus. Mrs. Thursfield was killed instantly, and
Mr. Thursfield was terribly injured. He passed away early on Satur-
day morning, January 25tli. in Kettering General Hospital.

The Rev. R. C. Thursfield, who had been Rector of Cranford St.
Andrew and St. John since 1903, was 75 years of age, and was Rural
Dean of Weldon Second
Deanery, chairman of Ketter-
ing Rural District Council
and of several committees,
member of Kettering Guar-
dians’ Committee and the
Public Assistance Committee.
He was also a member of
Corby and District Town
Planning Committee as well
as Kettering Joint Hospital
Board.

He had been a member of
the Peterborough Diocesan
=Guild and its predecessor, the
Central Nortnants Associa-
tion, for almost the whole of
his tenure at Cranford, and
since 1923 had been president
of the Kettering Branch of
the Guild, to the affairs of
which he had devoted much
attention and enthusiasm,
and by the members of which
he will be sorely missed. He
was seldom absent from a
meeting; his genial presence
and encouragement were an
inspiration, and his help and
advice of _great value.

Mrs. Thursfield was also
associated with public life as
well as carrying out a great
deal of parochial work. She
was a member of the Ladies’ Guild, and, with her husband, always
gave a welcome to ringers at Cranford.

There is a family of four, with whom the deepest sympathy is felt
in their sudden bereavement. Mr. Rupert Thursfield is in Burma,
Mr. Christopher Thursfield, of the Berkshire Yeomanry, is in the
Near East, Mrs. Thompson (daughter) is now resideut in Portsmouth,
and Miss Sylvia Thuraield now a Regional Organiser for the W.V.S.
Before taking up war duties Miss Thursfield was secretary of the
Northants Branch of the Ladies’ Guild.

At the inquest on Mr. and Mrs. Thursfield a verdict of ‘ Accidental
death ' was returned, and the driver of the bus was exonerated from
blame. Evidence was given that there was bad visibility at the time
of the accident and that Mr. Thursfield did not appear to see the bus
and came across into the middle of the road.

The funeral took place at St. John's Church, Cranford, on Wed-
nesday, January 29tn, amid signs of mourning and regret from the
humblest villagers to the most prominent figures in the county of
Northants. The Bishop of Peterborough conducted the service, while
the Assistant Bishop (Dr. Norman Lang), the Rector of Kettering
(the Rev. G. Holborow) and the Rev. I*. H. Lethbridge, an old friend
of the deceased, also took part.

The church was filled to capacity with mourners, and the coffins,
which had been lying in the church, were carried to the grave by
the Cranford ringers. Many robed clergy were in attendance, and
other mourners, representing every phase of county life, included Lord
Brooke of Oakley (chairman, Northants County Council), Mr. Mclntyre
(representing the Rural Councils* Association of England and Wales),
Alderman Haynes (Mayor of Kettering), etc. Ringers were repre-
sented by the Rev. E. S. Powell (Master), Mr. R. G. Black (general
secretary), the Upv. A. T. Seggar (president, Northampton Branch)
and Mr. H. Baxter (secretary, Kettering Branch), of the Peterborough
Diocesan Guild, and Mrs. F. Boulton (district president) and Mrs.
E. S. Powell (Ladies’ Guild).

Lord Brooke of Oakley, at Kettering Petty Sessions, paid tribute to
the memory of the late Mr. Thursfield, typical of many at the meet-
ings of public authorities in the district. ~Lord Brooke alluded to the
great loss sustained by the death under tragic circumstances of the
Rev. R. C. Thursfield, and expressed deep sympathy with the mem-
bers of the family. They mourned, he said, the loss of a valued
colleague. Although the end was sudden, perhaps it had a happy
side, as it found Mr. Thursfield alert in body and mind, and it found
a devoted husband and wife undivided when they walked through
the valley of the shadovz of death.

THE REV. R. C. THURSFIELD.
By courtesy of the Northampton
Printing and Publishing Co.
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SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.

ANNUAL MEETING OF DORCHESTER BRANCH.

Though their towers stand silent, members of Dorchester Branch of
the Salisbury Diocesan Guild are seeing to it that the tradition of
their ancient English art is well maintained in South Dorset. The
zeal which animates the branch was in evidence at the annual meet-
ing at Dorchester on Saturday, January 25th, when it was reported
that despite all difficulties the membership had kept well up to the
average.

Handbell ringing started at 3 o'clock, the Rector having very
thoughtfully placed a table in a comfortable and warm part of tho
church to place the bells on. Some had their first try out, and cer-
tainly bepame very interested.

The service was conducted by the chairman, assisted by the vice-
chairman. About 50 were present, and it was good to hear the sing-
ing, showing that many ringers are also members of choirs.

Tea was served at Mrs. Major's Cafe, followed by the annual meet-
ing. It was good in these anxious times to see how the members
turned up from the countryside. Forty-three were present, the towers
represented being Bradford Peverell, Ch”rminster, Dorchester St.
Peter’s, Fordington St. George, Maiden Newton, Preston St. Andrew,
Puddletown, Stratton, Sydling St. Nicholas, Upwey, West Lulworth,
Wool and Wyke Regis, and thene were also visitors from Wimbome
and Shroton.” Apologies for absence were received from the Rev. F.
Llewellyn Edwards and others.

The Master of the Diocesan Guild, the Rev. C. Carew Cox, of Lyme
Regis, wrote: ‘Interest in ringing must necessarily be rather_a
struggle to sustain while our bells have to submit to the silencing
authority, but if members of the branches can meet occasionally, the
brotherhood will function and hopes will be kept alive. . . . We can

ive more attention to handbell practice these days and | hope your

ranch will do something towards encouraging that. | hope every
tower will keep bells, ropes and fittings regularly overhauled. | could
say a lot about the “ban,” but no purpose would be gained. We
just have to be loyal to what many of us beUeve was a mistaken and
little thought-out policy. Anyway we know our people are only wait-
ing for the glorious day when they will hear our beloved bells again
sounding forth the notes of victory and the promised peace. God
grant that may be this year.’

The hon. secretary (Mr. C. H. Jennings) gave his annual report for
1940. Altogether seven meetings were arranged, but six had to be
abandoned owing to the military authorities havijjg taken the halls.
One excellent meeting was held at Charminster before the ban, at
which 40 were present.

Congratulations were giveii to the chairman on his preferment to
a Canonry in Salisbury Cathedral.

On Armistice Day a wreath had been placed on the branch memorial
to the brethren whe fell in the last Great War. Regret was expressed
at the loss by fire of Cattistock tower with the bells and carillon. It
was hoped that when the carillon was replaced it would again contain
a good octave for ringing. Membership had been well maintained,
although there were many serving in H.M. Forces.

The balance sheet showed receipts for £33 7s. 6d. and expenditure
£16 5s. 5d., leaving a balance of £17 2s. Id. All money was now

.banked with the Post Office Savings Bank as soon as received, and, in

addition, the reserve fund of eight Saving Certificates was now worth
£8 12s.

Mr. Jennings said : *We regret especially the ban on Sunday ring-
ing. Various efforts have been made to get the decision altered with-
out success, but I am giyen to understand “hat there is good reason
for the enforcement of the complete silence. The past year has been
a disastrous one for ringing—it was the first time for more than a
thousand years that Christmas and the New Tear were not heralded
by the bells. | ask yoil where possible to practise on the handbells.
We must meet again this coming summer. We must keep to it and
not wait until something turps up. We must keep the flag flying in
these discouraging days and be ready when the time comes to ring
the bells for victory.’ <

The importance of keeping a watch on the’ ropes was emphasised by
a member It would be very unfortunate, he commented, if the ropes
broke when they started to ring them for victory!

Discussion followed for the purpose of arranging meetings during
1941, and it was left in the hands of the hon. secretary to make what
arrangements he possibly could. He said he hoped to arrange two or
three meetings during the summer, where perhaps they would need
no hall or room.

The officers of the branch were re-elected as follows: Chairman.
Canon Markby; vice-chairman, Canon Slemeck; hon. secretary and
treasurer. Mr. Jennings; Ringing Master, Mr. C. Smart; Deputy Ring-
ing Master, Mr. P. Tocock.

The hon. secretary read a paper on fire watching in churches.
Some in Dorset have already started this scheme. He appealed for a
larger support for ‘' The Ringing World.’

Mr. Jennings was congratulated on his son, a flight-sergeant in the
RA.F. and a ringer before joining the R.A.F., being mentioned for
the second time in despatches. The chairman was asked to write a
letter of congratulation ?nd thanks to him.

A very happy meeting concluded with votes of thanks to the chair-
man for taking the service and the use of the church, and to Mr.
J. W. Smith for making the excellent local arrangements. The mem-
bers then adjourned to St. Peter’'s Church and practised on the
handbells.
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
SOME QUESTIONS WORTH DISCUSSING.

In a recent letter to ‘ The Ringing World,” Mr. James
F. Harvey, the president of the Leeds and District
Society, referred to the new and as yet unpublished book
on the Surprise Major methods, and asked whether,
when it does appear, ‘ any guide will be given as to the
order in which it is desirable that these should be prac-
tised, in order that the number generally known and re-
latively widely practised may be extended by common
consent.” He goes on to suggest that some scheme
should be devised ‘ whereby the same further half-dozen
or so new methods are indicated as being of the highest
quality and worthy to rank as Standard Methods.’

Several interesting points are raised here, either
directly or indirectly, all of them important, and all of
them more or less controversial. There is the question of
how a ringing text book should be written and what it
should contain. There is the question of how to over-
come' the difficulties, financial and otherwise, of publish-
ing such a text book. There is the question of what con-
stitutes a standard method, and what are the qualities
which should be sought for and encouraged. And there
is the question whether the Exercise has not already as
many good methods as it needs for the present, and
whether it would not be well to make the most of what
we have before seeking new ones.

These are, as we said, all controversial questions, and
not one of them admits of any definite and clear-cut an-
swer. Even the last, which to some will sound like
merely, stupid opposition to progress, has something to
be said for it.

We can well imagine many ringers with conservative
ideas arguing like the following, or if they do not actually
put their ideas into words, this is pretty much what they
think and upon which they would like to act.

The object of ringing (so they hold) is to sound the
bells in such a way that they give pleasure to the people
who are listening outside, as well as to the ringers in
the belfry. That is all that really matters, and the value
of a method depend”™ ultimately on it and on nothing
else. To give pleasure we must have methods which)
produce good music, and however good a method is it
will not give pleasure unless it is well struck. Two cen-
turies of practical ringing have abundantly shown that
those methods are most musical in which the bells have
a sustained beat, which means the methods which are
simplest in construction. No Surprise method can ever
produce the musical effect that Plain Bob or Treble Bob
does. Some would even go further and say for the sake
of music Triples and Caters should be encouraged, and
Major and Royal, if not actually discouraged, given a
relatively less important place in the ringers’ repertoire.

Furthermore (these advocates go on to say) no band
can properly strike any method unless they know it
thoroughly and have practised it often. In olden times
when the best bands rang only one or two methods (it
might be Treble Bob or it might be Stedman and Grand-
sire)' they devoted their full attention to good striking,
now they are so occupied in learning and attempting
new and complex methods that they miss the finer points
in striking altogether, and are content with a lower
standard than they should be. It is a common thing to
find beginners taking d rope in Cambridge or Double
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Norwich before they have learnt to ring rounds as it
should be done.

A concrete case may be cited in this connection. Year
in and year out at St. Paul’'s Cathedral the custom has
all along been, twice on Sundays, to ring three courses
of Stedman Cinques. By general consent, St. Paul’'s
bells are rung 4s they should be, and in a manner worthy
of the great church and of the great city it adorns.
Would the ringing have been of the same high quality
if the band had tried to ring courses of half a dozen Sur-
prise Maximus methods? And if it is desirable to in-
troduce variety into twelve-bell ringing, where is there a
belfry in which the conditions necessary for doing so
seem to be more favourable?

The very low quality of the striking which almost
always obtains at ringing meetings is due to the fact that
pieople will attempt to ring methods which are beyond
their present capacity, and so they not only ruin other
people’s pleasure, but themselves miss what should be
the ringer's own greatest delight—to take part in a
really well-struck touch, be the method what it may.

Let us then get back to the old simple musical methods
which we can strike well if we really try, and let us Jeave
the rarer and more difficult methods for the occasional
use of special bands.

We can well imagine with what scorn these opinions
will be received in some quarters. They are scarcely
likely to be popular with young and ambitious ringers,
and we should not care to have them taken as our own
opinion. But there is more truth in them than appears
at first sight.

The simpler methods are the most musical. Good
striking is the first essential. Too many beginners do
strive after much method ringing to the detriment of
their striking. A good touch of Treble Bob is better and
far more enjoyable to take part in than a rough course of
Superlative or London. But there is a law of nature
which ordains that in such a thing as the ringing Exer-
cise there can be no standing still in the old paths.
I There must be progress*or there will be decay. The tales
of the marvellous striking of the bands of olden times
are largely myths. Not wholly so, for there were bands
,then, as there are now, who did strike well, but there
was also much bad Grandsire rung. The prize
ringing of Yorkshire and the West did produce excellent
striking, of methods in one case and rounds in the other,
but a price had to be paid for it which no one would

Lwillingly pay now.
' Generally speaking, history teaches us that when the
life of the Exercise has been healthiest there have been
' 'most new methods rung, and we shall do well to encour-
Iage method ringing as much as we can provided we
- keep a proper sense of proportion and remember tha't to
l'ring peals in the new Surprise methods is not the only
thing nor the most important thing. The old standard
methods are still the best, and should n#t be despised
or neglected, but it will be worth our while to see why
they are standard methods and whether there are any
others which may, as Mr. Harvey suggests, prove
worthy to take a place alongside them.

There is, however, one pitfall which we must try to
avoid. It is so easy when discussing a matter of this
sort to mistake our personal preferences for general laws

and to assume that, because a method on paper appears
(Continued on next page.)



.February 7th, 1941.

LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL.

DAMAGED IN AIR RAID.

Llandaff Cathedral was among the buildings damaged during a raid
on Cardiff. The whole of the nave on the south side was unroofed
from end to end and all the windows, including the fine west window,
were blown out. The interior of the Cathedral suffered severely and
the roof of the chapter house was destroyed.

The spire suffered some damage, but, happily, the towers «and the
ring of ten bells are uninjured. Some valuable stained glass had also
been removed to a place of safety.

ST. PETER MANCROFT TENOR.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—111 reply to the letter of *T.” in your current issue, |
should like to say the bells were being ceased in peal when the
accident happened”to the tenor. There is some considerable evidence
of the truth of this, in spite of Dr. Parr’s statement to the contrary.

CHARLES E. BORRETT.
Sheringham, Norfolk.

THE STANDARD METHODS.
(Continued from previous page.)

to us to be all that a method should be, it will prove to be
equally valuable in actual practice. Many writers and
eminent men have told us in the past what should be
good methods and what should be bad ones. Many have
prophesied the advent of some new method which was
to take its place among the standard ones, and almost
always the event has confounded the prophet. There is
but one safe test, and. that is the general experience and
tradition of the Exercise throughout the centuries. Not
what ringers have written and said, but what they have'
done and what has resulted from it. Trial and error, the
rough and ready test of humanity is here better than all
the logically worked out ideas of experts.. But we must
have eyes to see, and common sense to use them. The
proof of the pudding is in the eating.
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LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. »

MEETING OF THE LIVERPOOL BRANCH.

All things considered, the attendance of members at the meeting
of the Liverpool Branch of the Lancashire Association, held last
Saturday, at the Church House, was most encouraging. The towers
represented were Bootle, Oxton, Bebington, Woolton, St. Luke’s,
Liverpool, and the Parish Church. Mr. Philip A. Corby, of London,
and Mr. R. A. Saulby,lof Wrexham, were also present.

Handbells were rung before the meeting, at which the Rev. D. P.
Roberts presided until the arrival of the Rector, the Rev. D. Railton.

Tributes of respect were paid to the memories of Messrs, E. Caunce
and J. Wilkinson, and the hon. secretary was instructed to convey
the meeting’s sympathies to the relatives of the deceased gentlemen.

It was decided to hold the next meeting on Saturday, March 8th.
at the Parish Church, St. Helens, if the necessary permission can
'je_obtained,

The meeting congratulated the band who rang the peal of Stedman
Caters on handbells in St. Nicholas’ tower last October. It was, -as
will be remembered, the first of Stedman rung in hand in Liverpool.

The Rector read the reply he had received from the Prime Minister
in answer to a request for the removal of the ban on ringing. It
was very similar to those received by Mr. Llewellyn Edwards and
other persons.

After a most successful and encouraging meeting,
were entertained to tea by the St. Nicholas’ ringers.

OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.
MEETINGS DURING TERM.

A general meeting of the Oxford University Society was held at
New College Oll Wednesday evening, January 22nd. In the absence
if the president (the Rev." C. E. Wigg), the vice-president (Mr. H.
Miles) took the chair.

Reports were presented by the treasurer and the Master, the latter
expressing the pleasure of the society in welcoming Mr. Miles back
again after his illness of the previous term,

The Master. Mr. J. E. Spice (New College), announced that an extra
set of handbells was available from St. Peter's Hall so that members
may have more opportunities of ringing at handbell practices.

A .motion that the silent tower-bell practice at New College should
be changed from Wednesday in view of other attractions of tiiat night
was not carried.

Meetings during term at New College were arranged as follows:
Tower bells, Wednesdays, 8 p.m.; handbells, Saturdays, 5 to 7 p.m.,
and Sundays, 10 to 11 a.m.

It was unanimously agreed that, in spite of the war, the custom of
an annual lunch should be revived this term, and a sub-committee
was appointed to arrange details.

Looking ahead, the Master foresaw the possibility of not more than
five members being in Oxford next Michaelmas, and urged all mem-
bers to a vigorous recruiting campaign. He also announced that an
unsuccessful peal attempt had been made last term. However, the
band was undaunted and on the very first evening of term a quarter-
peal of Grandsire Doubles was rung. There were ten different callings
and the band consisted of W. L. B. Leese 1-2, J. E. Spice (conductor)
34, W. F. Gibbons 5S.

Pressure of work caused the secretary, Mr. W. L. B. Leese (St.
John's College) reluctantly to resign his seal of office, and Mr. W. F.
Gibbons (Keble College) was elected to the post.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. The
evening was then concluded with a plain course of Grandsire Caters.
It was pleasing to note that, of the five ringers, four had had no
previous experience of double-handed ringing before October last, the
fifth being the Master, who had exercised such excellent patience* in
teaching them.

BELLRINGER FOR OVER HALF A CENTURY.
DEATH OF MR. H. WALKER, OF LUTON.

We regret to record the death of Mr. Harry Walker, of Luton, a
member of the Beds and Herts Associations, who died rather sud-
denly on January 15th at the age of 68 years. He had not been in
the best of health lately, but was out and about on the day before
his_death. '

One of the oldest beltringers in the county, he was a member of the
Luton Parish Church band, and was a service rather than a peal
ringer. He had rung only 18 peals, viz.,, Bob Minor 3, Bob Major 3,
Grandsire Triples 5, Stedman Triples 3, and one each of Double
Norwich, Oxford Treble Bob Major, Superlative Surprise and Cam-
bridge Surgrise Major.

He first became a ringer at the age of 16 at St. Albans. He joined
the Luton band in February, 1909, and continued without a break
right up to the outbreak of the present war. For many years he
was employed by the Vauxhall Motors, Ltd., retiring last year. He
leaves three sons and two daughters in bereavement.

Following a choral service at the Parish Church on January 20th,
conducted by the senior curate, the Rev. G. B. Garrisli, with Mr.
Fred Gostelow at the organ, deceased was interred at the Church
Cemetery. The following ringers attended : Messrs. A. King, F. Hunt,
J. Herbert, D Newman and A. J. Smith. Mr. U. Norris represented
the Vauxhall Motors, Ltd.

A wreath was sent by the Luton band.

the members
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REMINISCENCES.

BY A TOUGH VETERAN.

The question has ofteji been asked, ‘ How soon should a man begin
to write his reminiscences? But before that is answered there is this
other question. Why should a man write his reminiscences at all?
Surely younger people are not in the least bit interested in what some
old fogey did and thought fifty or sixty years ago.

And yet it is a fact that autobiographies and reminiscences are
among the most popular forms of literature. If someone who, during
a long life, has mixed freely with ribgers and ringing, would tell us
all about it, we should gladly welcome what he has to say. Only he
must be someone with wide and varied experiences, he must be able
to write good and attractive English, and he must have kept a diary
so that his facts may be correct. We shall not, | fear, ever find such
a combination in the Exercise.

I am not going to write my reminiscences. | could not if I tried.
But | have often wondered idly, at odd moments, whafc. brought me
into touch with bells and bellringers. Most ringers, | suppose, have
a definite reason. They knew someone who was a ringer, or they
were connected with a church where there were bells. With me there
was 10 such reason. My people were chapel folk of the straitest
kind. | did not live near any church with bells. | never came into
contact with anybody who knew the remotest thing about, ringing.
And | did not meet a real ringer until after 1 had got to know quite
a lot about bells and ringing.

And yet, from my earliest infancy, church bells seem in some in-
definite and'mysterious manner to have had an influence over me.

It is most wonderful how some quite trivial things of long, long, ago
remain vivid in the memory and keep recurring from time to time
for no particular reason, while other and far more important things
are forgotten almost as soon as they happen. Ask me what | did
last Thursday and | cannot tell you, but | can remember, as if it
were Yyesterday, things which happened in mv childhood, and the
curious thing is that some of the most vivid of them are more or less
connected with bells.

BELLS AND BOILED SWEETS.

When | was about three or four years old I went with my grand-
mother on some business of hers to' the parish clerk of the country
town where she lived. The man’s name was Philo, and it struck me
even then as a peculiar name so that | remembered it. Since then |
have never anywhere come across the name, except that | believe
there was an ancient person so called, but recently | noticed, in
turning over the leaves of Mr. Morris’ book, that a James Philo,
evidently my man’s great-grandfather, rang a peal of Bob Major in 1756.

One day, when | was about ten years old, I happened to go to a
cupboard in my first and very elementary school, and then | picked
up a book which | opened and read. It contained an account of a
visit to a country church. What it was all about | forgot, but | did
remember that the visitor was advised to take the rubbings of the
bells, only he must be careful in doing so or ‘ten hundredweight of
metal will crush you against the frame.” What it all meant | did
not know, and | don't quite know now, but I do know that | could
at this minute go into that schoolroom, open that cupboard and pick
up that same book.

To reach the school I had a long walk backwards and forwards
twice a day. It led me through the market place, and | can remember
stopping underneath the massive church tower and gazing fascinated
at the dark shadow of the great bell that slowly swung backwards
and forwards behind the louvres. You can stand to-day where | stood
and you will see no moving shadow, but it was not imagination, nor
was the smell of the boiled sweets which came up from the cellar
underneath Sullivan’s shop in Red Lion Street, which (goodness knows
why) is always associated with it in my mind. | can 6mell them
now as | write.

A RUDIMENTARY BOOK.

I have said tliat my people were chapel folk. Thev were, and of
the strictest Puritan type. Sunday was Sunday in those days, and
you had no cause to forget it. Twice in the day -we went to chapel
and once at least to Sunday School. So far as | remember we never
found it any hardship, and | have no reason to regret it, but that is
neither here nor there. It was the custom then for the chapel people
to begin their services half an hour earlier than those at the churches.
So | used to hear, in the intervals between the singing, the bells from
a nearby steeple. They were a minor three, swing chimed. Perhaps
they were those of St. Clement's or of St. George’s, Colegate, both of
which were close. Very lovely they sounded, and -to this day | think
that a ring of three, swing chimed, is a beautiful sound.

It was some time after this that | began to take a conscious interest
in bells, but how it came about I am totally at a loss to know. |
and my friend Jack used to go for walks in the country, and when
we came to a church, we would try and climb up the steeple, so as to
get a good view of the surrounding district. Perhaps that led to us
taking an interest in the bells, but I miss the connection. What did.
however, introduce us to change ringing was a book by a man called
Benjamin Lomax, who, after a popular account of church bells, gave
a very rudimentary description of ringing. It was not a verv good
book, but it gave me the foundations of all 1 know about the art.
Jack end | used to sit next each other (we were, of course, the two
top boys of the school), and | have still Latin and mathematical text
books with changes written wherever there was a blank space. For
we began to work out changes experimentally before ever we had
met a real living ringer.
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In thoss days the curfew was still rung occasionally at one of the
churches, and there we learnt to handle a bell. There was little or
no ringing in that steeple, so it did not bring us in touch with any
ringers, but there was another tower which had five bells, and there
we used to go and practise pulling up and ringing the bells singly.
About the same time Jack’s elder brother came home from school And
we roped him in, so that we had a fully competent three-bell band.
We used to go to this five-bell tower—Mountergate it was—at any odd
time and practise changes on three bells.

We had no connection with the church and knew nothing about the
parson or the churchwardens, neither did they know anything about
us. How did'we managext? We just knocked at Mrs. Harrow's door
and asked for the key. She told me, not once nor twice, that we
were a nuisance and what did we want to come bothering people for,
and causing an annoyance with all that row, but she always let me
have the key. | suppose | must have had a way.with me.

At the same time we started to make a set- of handbells for our-
selves. The first attempt was a weird lot of contraptions with two
hammers one Ol each side of a metal plate. Jack and | started for
a 5,000 of Bob Singles on them, but we gave it up as altogether too
monotonous and not worth while. Ultimately we manufactured a
quite decent set out of door bells, reasonably in tune, and we cast
the fittings out of zinc after wood had proved a failure. By means
of them we got quite a lot of useful double-handed practice, and in
the end we rang seven 720's of Bob Minor ott them, the first peal
by all and my first as conductor.

INTRODUCTION TO A TOWER.

Before this we had increased our band to five by the addition of
Charlie and Alfred. They were both senior to us, and already had
rung with the real ringers. It was through Charlie that | was brought
in touch with them. He arranged to introduce me to the captain of
the band, and on the allotted day | went into the Efelfry, a very
famous one, but not one where the traditions welcojned voung
beginners.

I was received kindly. The captain had written out a full course
of Bob Major on a large sheet of paper and distinctively marked the
treble. He explained to me what hunting was, and asked if | under-
stood. | said | thought I did. Did | think I could ring the treble
single-handed on the handbells to a course? | said | would try and
I did so, the other bells being rung double-handed. 1 was warmly
congratulated on my performance and then | asked if I might ir.v
1-2. That somewhat surprised them, but they let me try, and | rang
it all right. .

There was, of course, nothing in it really, because though I had not
met any ringers before |1 did know quite a lot about ringing. Nobody
then or since has ever suggested that I am anything more than a
very average ringer. He would be wrong if he did, though | have
had the luck during my lifetime to come in contact with more than
one really good band, and so take part in a few good performances.
But to this day | can ring 1-2 to Bob Major; even my two boys will
not denv that.

Well, | suppose by that time | had become a ringer. For two or
three years we made quite decent progress. Jack called a five-
thousand in seven methods for us at Mountergate. Charlie madje up
our handbell*band, and we rang several peals of Triples, Major, Caters
and Royal. One of them was the record length at the time, and I
will say that | have never rung a better struck peal than that was.
There were no trips, for a trip would (since we knew nothing about
conducting) have broken us up. Charlie called this peal, for we let
the conducting go round.

STEDMAN TRIPLES.
A REVERSAL OF THURSTANS' PEAL.

A correspondent sends us the following figures which were given
him by someone in Birmingham (he does not remember who) as a
reversal of Thurstans’ Four-part by Henry Johnson. These figures
differ from those which we published recently as Johnson's reversal.

2314567 S H L Q 467i325 S H L Q

4675321 1 4S 7413256-
---------- C 7416523
3415726 x X 2613475
A 2516437 x X X e
7615243 X 2716354
4513267 A 4617235
6317254 A D 6417325
---------- 2715463
6314527
2417365 X X X 2617534 C
7516234 X X 2316745 C
2413657 - C
3614257 A 2514376 C
5417263 A 2517643 D
6713245 A 2415736 C
4315276 A e
5714236 B 6514273 X
3416275 A 6513724
1234567 x x and 12 onlv
4671325 S2 (2 Sixes only)

All course ends are at a six-end when treble goes in quick.
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NOTICES.

THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted
under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of i/6.

All communications should be sent to The Editorial
O ffice of ' The Ringing W orid,’ Pyrford
Road, W oking, Surrey.

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN
MONDAY.

Lower

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.—Welling-
borough Branch.— The annual meeting will be held (da.v .)
at Irthlingborough on Saturday, Feb. 8th. Mr. R.
Richardson will, if possible, be present with films. Please
bring wives and sweethearts.— A. Bigley, Hon. Branch
Sec., 30, Allen Road, Irthlingborough.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.—The next
meeting will be held at Silkstone on Saturday, February
8th, at the Ring of Bells. Handbells 3 p.m. Tea 4.30
p.m., followed by business meeting. All are welcome.—
D. Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, Chapel Street, Shafton, near
Barnsley.

CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD. — Macclesfield
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held on Saturday,
February 8th; at Christ Church Institute, Macclesfield.
Tea 4.30 p.m., meeting after. Handbells and billiards
for all who wait. Owing to the hon. secretary being in
H.M. Forces, all names for tea to J. Worth, The Clock,
Broken Cross, Macclesfield.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—St. Albans
District.— Next meeting at St. Peter’'s, St. Albans, on
Saturday, February 8th, at 3 p.m. Arrangements will
be made for tea nearby. All the practice you want on
handbells and ‘ silent’ tower bells. Start the new year
well with a good meeting.— Harold J. Hazell, Dis. Sec.,
15> King’s Hill Avenue, St. Albans. *

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO-
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— Please note that in
future meetings of the branch will be held on the second
Saturday in every month at the Haymarket Hotel (oppo-
site St. James-in-the-Horsefair). The next meeting is on
February 8th, from 2.45 p.m. Handbells, tea and meet-
ing—A. M. Tyler, Sec.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— RocTidale Branch.
— Next meeting will be held at Todmorden on Saturday,
February 15th. Handbells available at 47, Cambridge
Street, from 3 p.m. Meeting at 6.30 p.m.— Ivan Kay,
Hon. Sec.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.—
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, February
15th. Members will meet at Holborn Viaduct Station
Buffet at 2.30 p.m. By kind invitation of Mr. H. Lang-
don, the business meeting with handbell ringing will
take place at 15, Farringdon Avenue, E.C .4, at 3 p.m.—
A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Eversfield Road,
Reigate.

a & F. COPE & CO.,

TOWER nLr CK

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED FOR NEW CLOCKS, CHIME ADDITIONS,
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PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.— Kettering
Branch.— The branch annual meeting will be held at
Kettering on Saturday, February 15th. Service 4.15
p.m. Tea and meeting to follow. Please notify me if
you require tea.— H. Baxter, 21, Charles Street, Roth-
well.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN
District.— The annual district meeting will be held at
Le~therhead on Saturday, February 15th. Service 3.30
in Parish Church. Tea at the Duke’s Head at 4.30, fol-
lowed by the usual business meeting. Handbells avail-
able for the rest of the evening. Please remember cater-
ing difficulties and notify Mr. A. Dean, 24, Church
Walk, Leatherhead, as soon'as possible, if you require
tea.—A. H. Smith, Hon. Sec.

PETERBOROUGH' DIOCESAN GUILD.— Daventry
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at the Abbey
Buildings, Daventry, on Saturday, February 15th. Chair
to be taken at 5.30 p.m. Will members kindly make an

GUILD.— Leatherhead

.effort to attend?— W . C. Moore, 5, Williams Terrace,

Daventry, Northants. )

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Next
meeting at Bushey,* Guides’ Studio, Falconer Road, on
Saturday,,February 22nd. .Meeting time 3.45. Excellent
opportunity to practice method ringing on handbells. Com-
fortable room, social chat. Tea arranged. All interested
in the hobby of change ringing are welcome.—C. H.
Horton, 53, Aldenham Road, Bushey.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.—The
annual meeting will be held in the Church Room, Hart-
field, on Saturday, February 22nd, at 3 p.m. Business
meeting at 3.30. No arrangements for tea. Come along
and meet old friends and have a social afternoon to-
gether. Handbells available—C. A. Bassett, Assist.
Sec., 3, Pendrill Place, Wadhurst, Tunbridge Wells.

ST. MARTIN’'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755).—The 53rd annual
Henry Johnson Commemoration will be held at the Im-
perial Hotel, Temple Street, Birmingham, on Saturday,
March 1st. Owing to prevailing conditions this will be
a luncheon to commence at 1.30 p.m. prompt, Vice-Presi-
dent Councillor A. Paddon Smith in the chair. Tickets
will be issued to fully paid-up members at is. each; to
other members and friends at 5s. 6d. each. All applica-
tions for tickets must be received by Saturday, February
22nd. Apply T. H. Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136, Newton
Road, Sparkhill, Birmingham, ix.

»,LZks ‘COLLEGE YOUTHS'’

A History of the Society
5/6 (port free) from

‘THE RINGING WORLD’ WOKH?GP*US&EY.ROAD

NOTTINGHAM

MANUFACTURERS.
REPAIRS

OR REPAINTING OF DIALS.
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The Central Council Publications

TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE!
from the

Rev. E. <X POWELL, Staverton Vicarage, Daventry
s. d.

COLLECTION OF PEALS-Section 1. (Odd-Bell Treble
Dominated Methods) ..o 9

COLLECTION OF PEAU3—Section Il. (PUin Bob and
Double OXford B 0D ) ..o s 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section Ill. (Double Norwich) ... 9

CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ... .. R 1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.AB..cccoiiiiiiiiiiiee 6

CARD OP INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triplea .......... 3
Cambridge Surprise Major  ............... 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ; 2
HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS 2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ... 1 O

COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New
FATTION) e e s e 2 O

The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.

‘* ROPE-SIGH'", Is. 10d.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE, 2s. 10d.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘STANDARD METHODS, ninth edition, 2s. 10d.

‘* STEDMAN,’ 2s. 10d. An entirely new book \&y J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

*TREBLE BOB,* Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
*SURPRISE METHODS," 2s. I0d. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P.
Davies, M.A.,, F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams, 126 pages.
All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
Mis> MARGARET E, SNOWDON

Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulverston, Lanos

PUBLICATIONS.

‘ QRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply
Explained,” 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. gd. dozen,
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘' BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained, 2nd
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR, for those
about to begin more advanced methods. 7$d. each,
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

THE RINGERS® HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL.
Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire,
Stedmen, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.
Large selection of Compositions included.

Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2/9
(6 copies for 15/-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp.,
1/2 (6 copies for 6 /-).

Obtainable only post free from Row. E. S. POWELL,
mtavsrton Vloarais, nstr Osvontry.
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‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES*

NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
Eat. 1820 Tel. 8400

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

Oraer your Bell Ropes now, before prioea Increase,
pre-war quality, and send us your old Bell Ropes
for repairs whilst not in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING MAT8 AND BELL MUFFLERS

Suitable for Presentation or
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND & in Solid Silver
Diametet 2iin 2jin, 3iin. 3Jin.  tin. 4}in. Bin. 5}in.
Prioe 18/S 22/s 28/6 33/8 42/- S2/6 87/18 7*6

The 6in. size is also made to hold SO cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E.RUSSELL

Telephone 276

and Optician
W O K IN G

SMITH of DERBY

for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven

Makers of many famous clocks, in-
cluding St. Paul’'s Cathedral, London,
and throughout the world.

John Smith 4t Sons, Midland Clock Works,
Derby, Ltd.

Head Office and Works, Queen St., Derby
Tel. No, DERBY 4SS69 Grams. CLOCKS, DB.RBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild-
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Bream*
Buildings, London, B.0.4.
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THE CHOICE OF SURPRISE METHODS

The roots of our art were planted so far back in the
centuries that it is hardly realised by the majority of
present-day ringers that Surprise Major ringing has be-
come,a common practice only within living memory. Yet
so it is. We are reminded of the fact by the mention
elsewhere of the anniversary of the birth of William
Wakley, the man who was leader of the band at Burton-
on-Trent in the eighties which put Surprise ringing on
a new plane. Before those days, there had been solitary
peals rung in various parts of the country, but it was at
Burton-on-Trent that Surprise mringing first gained a per-
manent hold upon the Exercise. Up to that time, and
even for a while afterwards, Surprise methods were re-
garded as ‘crank’ productions by those who looked
askance at anything outside the standard methods, but
Wakley and his band, who were followed by Washbrook
and his Oxford Guild company, with the St. Peter’s,
Brighton, ringers close after them, showed that Surprise
ringing was no freak and that the methods— Superlative,
Cambridge and London— had no terrors for those bold
enough to tackle them. Thereafter the practice of Sur-
prise methods spread to different parts of thfe country,
and there was quite a keen rivalry between certain well-
known bands. Although from lack of material little was
done to break away from the old methods, the Burton
ringers were again the first to take the initiative with
New Cumberland.

What has followed since in the development of Surprise
ringing has happened with increasing velocity. All over
the country local companies which could muster Surprise
bands grew up. New methods were sought and rung,
until to-day well over a hundred of them have been placed
on the records in peal performances, and there is waiting
to be published a ‘ Collection ’ which will provide hun-
dreds more. The volume contains but a selection from a
much larger number of methods that have been worked
out in detail, but the extent of the Surprise Major
methods, good, bad and indifferent, is nearly two hun-
dred million— to be exact, according to one of the leading
mathematicians of the Exercise, 188,655,880. This is a
staggering total, leaving more than ample scope for those
ringers who take methods in their stride and are for ever
seeking pastures new. It is a good thing that the Cen-
tral Council, have an expert committee to sift the grain
from the chaff. In the Collection that is awaiting a more
appropriate time to make its appearance, every care has
been taken to give what is considered the best of the
various types of method, and the selection should be wide

enough to satisfy the most ambitious ringer.
(Continued Ol pege 74.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.

(ESTABLISHED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS

Makars of many of the largest and most Important Clocks
in the World.

* CLOCKS REPAIRED AND DIALS RESTORED.

‘THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’

Bankfield Terrace, Burley, Leeds.

And at 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare St.,
Newcastle-on-Tyne,

and 96, Carver Street, Moorhead,

THE RINGER'S BADGE,

Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole,

Brooch or Pendant

With name of your Association engraved
—as llustration.

Sheffield.

oct. HALL MARKED GOLD 457-
HALL MARKED SILVER 7/6
GILT OR WHITE METAL 4/-

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can
te engraved on the reverse side at a
small extra charge.

GEQ. STACEY, S E U

6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING

The Newest and Most Interesting
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in
*METHOD SPLICING, price 1/3 (post free)
from ' The Ringing World ’ Office,
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL,

Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope
Manufacturer,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey,

tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter-

borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s,
Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Imperial Insti-

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.
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That there is now a wide interest in the Surprise
methods as a class cannot be denied. There are other and
equally difficult methods to be found in other classes, but
Surprise ringing seems to have an attraction of its own.
On the foundation laid by the pioneers of fifty or sixty
years ago others have built and reaped the benefit. Last
century a Surprise peal was something to be proud of
and to talk about; it came only after careful study and
painstaking practice. Modern Surprise ringing is no less
praiseworthy, but does not offer a tithe of the difficulties
that appeared to present themselves to the ringers of a
generation ago. It has been the same, of course, through
the ages; the simpler methods in the early days offered
difficulties which seemed to evaporate with the years.
Leaving aside the complications added by °‘ splicing,’
scores of Surprise methods were being rung before the
war, many of them just once and then forgptten.

There is this difference in the way in which such
methods were rung in the early period, and the manner
in which they have been rung in later times. Wakley
and those who came in the immediately succeeding years
tackled a method with the intention of remembering it;
most of the new methods rung in the I~st fifteen or
twenty years have been ‘' crammed ' for the purpose of
ringing a peal or two and then cast aside. And yet there
are few ringers even to-day who, when approaching the
three old methods which have formed the basis of Sur-
prise ringing, have not mastered them with sufficient
thoroughness to remember them for the rest of their
lives. A few ringers there are who carry one or two
other methods in their heads, methods which have grown
in popularky like Bristol and Yorkshire, but this cannot
be said of any large number.

There is, we feel, a good deal to be said for the plea
recently made in these columns that a selection of the best
of the Surprise methods should be popularised. Per-
haps, in course of time, when ringing is resumed and
bands are once more built up, encouragement will be
given on these lines, and the ringer of the future will have
a repertoire of a dozen or more Surprise Major methods
to which he can turn as readily as he does now to Super-
lative or Cambridge. These methods have stood the test
of time; it may be because when Surprise ringing began
there was nothing else to practise, and they became in-
grained, as it were, in the ringer's method make-up. Be
that as it may, whatever else comes to take their place or
supplement them, it will have to be able to stand the
same test. Let its merits be what they may on paper, it
is the trial in the tower that counts, and while we may
look for guidance from those best able to advise us,
ringers will make their own choice ultimately. But the
progress of the art can be served if the best that is avail-
able can be laid bare tochoose from, with a frank exposi-
tion of the merits and demerits of what is given us.

BILLINGSHURST, SUSSEX.—On Monday, January 27th, at Nye-
wood, Station Road, 720 Bob Minor: Harold.Wood 1-2, Pte. E. Rapley
(conductor) 3-4, Cecil Longhurst 5-6.

BELL ROPES

MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX.
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT
CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. 'Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM
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HANDBELL PEALS.

ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX,

THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON
DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Friday,January 31, 1941, in Two Hours and Five Minutes,
At 24, Suffolk Road,
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 6040 CHANGES)
Seven 720's each called differently.
Mrs.J. ThOM @S oo, 1-2 | John Thomas
*Harold Howson

Conducted by John Thomas,

5-6

* First peal.
HIGHWEEK, DEVON.
THE DEVONSHIRE GUILD.
On Monday, February 3,1941, in Two Hours and Fourteen Minutes,
At Pbrry Farm,
A PEAL OF DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;

Being one six-score each of St. Dunstan’s, Dream, Morning Star,

College Pleasure, College Doubles, London Doubles, Primrose, April

Day and Old Doubles four six-scores of Bob Doubles and 29 of Grand-
sire Doubles (10 callings).

34

Jambs E. LilIB y e 12 1 charles R. Lilley
Henry G. LeWiS i 5-6
Conducted by charles R. Lilley.
The conductor has now rung a peal on every day in the year.

BUSHEY, HERTS.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Wednesday, February 5, 1940, in OneHour and Fifty-One Minutes,
At 50, Rudolph Road,
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 6040 CHANGES;
Seven 720's, with seven different callings. Tenor size 15 in C.
eLeonard Luck 1-2 | Chris. W. W oolley
Edwin Jbnmings. ...t j-6
Conducted by C. W. w oolley.
Witness: Mrs. Jennings.
* First peal of Minor on handbells.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

FARNHAM DISTRICT MAINTAINS FINANCIAL POSITION.

The Farnham District of the Guildford Diocesan Guild will not hold
an annual meeting this year, but a report and balance sheet has been
issued to the members. Financially the district has maintained its
position despite the war. Subscriptions amounted to £13, of which
£6 10s. was remitted to the general treasurer. The expenditure was
£6 4s. 5d. and 'the balance in hand is £13 12s. Id., against £13 6s. 6d.
at the end of the previous year.

The report, presented by Miss E. C. Soutliby, the acting hon. secre-
tary, says:—

Apart from the annual general meeting, the district lias had no
activity during the past year, although two attempts were made to
arrange meetings. Hawley had various reasons why a meeting could
not be held there, and at Crondall arrangements were cancelled the
day before the fixed date, owing to a military circular being received
by the Vicar to the effect that bells should cease to be rung.

Combined practices were held at Seale, Bentley and Frensham
during the earlier part of the year with very satisfactory results.

The membership has not dropped very much below average, how-
ever, and now stands at 125, twenty-two less than last year. We have
105 ringing members and 20 honorary members. Expenses have not
been high, and the balance in hand of £13 13s. Id. is an increase of
only 6s. 7d. in 1939. This comparatively small increased balance is
due to the fact that we have lost 22 members—a good number of whom
have joined the fighting forces.

Tower contributions to the Benevolent, Cathedral Bells and Sanctus
Bell Funds amount to £1 7s. They are as follows: Aldershot, Sanctus
Bell £1: Frensham, Cathedral Bells 3s. 6d., and Benevolent Fund
3s. 6d. | shall be pleased to receive any amount, however small, for
the above funds.

Two of our oldest and most loyal members, Mr. H. Prior, of
Farnham, and Mr. George Andrews, of Ash, have passed to their
rest.. Tliev were most staunch supporters at district and other Guild
meetings. ' We have lost by death two of our lady supporters, Mrs.
Dimes, wife of the captain of the Crondall band, and Mrs. Rowsell,
wife of the Vicar of Aldershot, and mother of a young: Aldershot
ringer. We offer our deepest sympathy to relatives left in bereave-

ment.

Handbell practices have been held regularly each week under
arrangements made by Mr. W. H. Viggers, of 37, Highfield Gardens,
Aldershot, who will be very pleased to hear from any ringers in-
terested in this branch of the art.
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FAMOUS NORWICH RINGERS.

By Charles E. Borrett.
1.—ROBERT CHESNUTT.

Robert Chesnutt, an old Norwich ringer, may be recalled by some
as the conductor of the Double Norwich Maximus rung in 1817, which
stood as the ' first and only * until the Ipswich men broke the ice
again 79 years later.

He also conducted a 6,272 Oxford Treble Bob Major, with 6th’'s
place bobs, in 1813, a 5,040 Double Norwich Major in 1815 at St. Giles’
and St. Michael's, Norwich, respectively, and the first on the bells
at’Helmingham, Suffolk, a 5,376 of Oxford Treble Bob Major, in 1816.
This, in all probability, is not a complete list, but no more have come
under my notice.

~Chesnutt was a hairdresser, and married Mary Brown at St.
Gregory’s Church, Norwich, on March 27th, 1799. He was buried at
St. Giles’ in May, 1821, in his 53rd year, and four others of his
family were buried in the same churchyard between the years 1797
and 1839. One of the latter, John, an older brother, was also a
hairdresser, and a wig maker to the Stock Company at the Theatre
Royal. He also appeared on the boards occasionally. lie was de-
scribed as ‘ the very best representative of the Apothecary in “ Romeo
and Juliet,” and tne Friar in “ The Duenna” that ever graced a
6tage.” 1 do not think this John was a ringer, for his duties would
give him little leisure in the evenin%(s.

The obituary notice in the ‘ Norfolk Chronicle *of the ringer Robert
is a very striking one, and portrays him as a most lovable man and
one worth his weight in gold in any band of ringers :—

‘' On Friday morning, May the 18th, 1821, the muffled bell of St.
Peter’s, Mancroft, announced the mournful” tidings of the death of
Mr. Robert Chesnutt in the 53rd year of his age. He was a useful
member of St. Peter’'s Ringers, of Which he might with propriety be
termed “ the leader of the band,” as it was principally owing to his
judicious instructions the company arrived to that degree of science,
and we may say, perfection, for which they are so justly and
eminently entitled. As it frequently happens that amongst the sons
of harmony the most grating discord will prevail, yet by his mild
and persuasive manner he could restore friendship and promote a re-
conciliation amongst the most violent and contentious spirits, so
that ‘ he made even his enemies to be at peace with him.* In every
sense of the word he was a lover of harmony and endeared every
heart in his favour.’

Another newspaper says he w”s ‘well
ringer and r.ot less respected for quiet,
manners in the intercourse of life.*

These notices show that his leadership *was not alwavs in fair
weather, and | have a notion that amongst the ‘-most violent and
contentious spirits * would usually be found the composer and tenor
ringer of the peal of Court Twelve—Samuel Thurston!

2.—ELIJAH MASON.

This name will convey little to the average reader of this paper,
but, nevertheless, Elijah Mason was an able and accomplished ringer
and a very versatile man.

He took part in some great and historical peals, and though the
total was small, the variety, for the days in which he lived, was
unmatched outside Norwich. 1 do not suppose it is a complete list,
but I have come across the following :(—

1822.—5,120 Oxford Treble Bob Major,

1823.—6,400 Oxford Treble Bob Major,

1824.—8,448 Oxford Treble Bob Major,

1824.—5,040 Grandsire Triples, at St. Andrew’s,.Norwich.

1827.—5,120 Oxford Treble Bob Maior, on handbells.

1827.—5,376 Double Norwich Court Bob Major, at St. Giles’*Norwich.

known for his skill as a
inoffensive and obliging

at Kenninghall.
at Hingham.
at St. Michael’s™ Norwich.

1831.—6,160 Double Norwich Court Bob Major, at St. Michael’s,
Norwich.

1832.—6,000 Double Oxford Bob Major, at St. Giles’, Norwich.

1835.—5,376 Superlative Surprise Major, at St. Giles’, Norwich.

1835.—5.280 London Surprise Major, at St. Andrew’s, Norwich.

1844.—7,126 Stedman Cinques, at St. Peter’'s, Norwich.

It may be noted that the Double Norwich in 1831 and Stedman
Cinques in 1844 were record lengths at the time, the Double Oxford
and London Surprise were the first ever rung, and the Superlative
the second one rung in the method. The handbell peal in 1827 he
conducted, ringing the treble. It was arranged *to oblige Elijah
Mason, who wished to call a peal, and was not a double-hanaed
ringer. He joined the Cumberlands in 1820.

Besides his ringing skill he must have possessed great character
and spirit, and this is well pointed out in the following extract from
a memoir | have recently come across:—

‘ Elijah Mason was a linen weaver and a native of North Lopham,
near Diss, in the south of Norfolk. He came to Norwich twice a
year to sell his goods, and eventually settled in the city and became
a small manufacturer of paramattas and bombazines. These he took
to London in spring and autumn to sell to wholesalers. About 1842
he became bankrupt through the failure of a London firm, and was
only able to pay 2s. 3d. in the £.

‘'He then took to making telescopes and microscopes, and travelled
the country with them—his sole means of livelihood during the last
two or three years of his life. He was a Chartist, and a very gentle-
manly man. He died at Worcester on January 3rd, 1845 and wa9
about 47 years of age.’
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THE CAMBRIDGE YOUTHS.

A DISTINGUISHED EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
SOCIETY.
By J. Armiger Trollgpe.

No place is more associated with the rise and early
development of change ringing than Cambridge ; it shares
with Oxford and London the distinction of being the
places at which we know the' earliest ‘ peals ' were com-
posed and first practised. In one of these places, per-
haps simultaneously in all three, the Sixes first appeared
soon after the death of Queen Elizabeth, and they were
followed by the ‘' Twenty and the Twenty-four, with
several other Changes. But,’ says Richard Duckworth,
‘ Cambridge Forty-eight, for many years, was the
greatest Peal that was rang or invented.’

It was a five-bell method in which one, bell led for a
number of changes and another lay behind,, while the
three middle bells rang the Six. Neither the treble nor
the second ever went behind; and the fourth and fifth
never went to the lead.

All through the seventeenth century change ringing
was practised at the University. Many of the ringers
went on to the Inns of Court, and they formed a steady
supply of recruits to the College Youths and the other
leading London societies.

Compared with Oxford, Cambridge never had many
bells. Great St. Mary’s from the first was the principal
tower, the University church, and the place where most of
the ringing was done. In 1478 the present building was
begun on the site of an older church, and in 1519 it was
finished; but the tower was riot completed until,1608. In
1595 there were four bells, which were increased to five
in 1611, and to eight'in 1667, the year in which the Tin-
tinnalogia was completed)

Holy Trinity had four pre-Reformation bells, St. An-
drew’s had five, St. Edward-the-Confessor. six in 1669,
and the mixed lot at.St. Benedict's were increased from
five to,six in 1663.

lhe ring of six at St. Benet’'s is of especial interest to
ringers, for it was there that, in 1931, the memorial to
Fabian Stedman was placed. The scheme, promoted and
carried through by the Editor of ‘ The Ringing World,’
and supported by the whole Exercise, consisted of a
thorough restoration and rehanging of the bells, and the
strengthening of the ancient Saxon tower to hold them.
The amount raised was between £500 and £ 600. ]

St. Benet's was chosen as the place of the memorial
because it is the church which traditionally has been most
associated with Fabian Stedman, and no* better or more
fitting memorial could have been found. It was here that,
according to Parnell, the College Youths first rang the
Principle, and the tale is likely enough except for the date
he gives.

I find it difficult, however, to believe that Stedman’s
own ringing was at St. Benet's more than at any other
church in the town. It was quite contrary to the usual
custom of the time for' a band to be confined to one tower,
and since the belfry at St. Benet's was then a dark incon-
venient place reached by a ladder, while St. Mary’s was
the most important tower and had eight bells, it is surely
more than probable that Stedman’s ringing was chiefly at
the latter tower and not at the former.

The definite statement, however, has been made that
Stedman was parish clerk at St. Benet's. If it were so,
that would, of course, give him a special connection with
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the belfry, but | do not think the statement is correct.
1 he only evidence for it is in a book called * Memorials
of Cambridge,” by C. H. Cooper* published in 1880. The
passage reads, ‘ Fabian Stedman, clerk of this parish
about 1650, invented the art of change-ringing. Sted-
man’s Principle, Stedman Slow Course, Stedman Triples
and Stedman Caters are well known, as also is the Cam-
bridge Surprise. His Campanalogia, or the Art of Ring-
ing improved, was published umo. 1677.’

THE SAXON TOWER OF ST. BENET'S, CAMBRIDGE.

‘ About 1650 ' is very vague, and shows that Cooper
was not relying on any contemporary evidence he had
discovered, but upon some other writer, and | suspect
that his only authority was Ellacombe, and Ellacombe
misunderstood.

The legend that Stedman was the inventor of change
ringing and the Father of the Art was widely believed in
for many years, but has now been shown to be untenable.
Change ringing was practised before he was born, and
there were other clever composers who preceded him or
,were his contemporaries. We know the names and we
have some of the.work of three of them. Robert Roan,
the composer of Grandsire Doubles and the standard 720
of Bob Minor, and John Tendring, the composer of
several five-bell methods, were members of the Society of
College Youths. Samuel Scattergood was a Cambridge
University man, and afterwards a clergyman and preacher
of some considerable note. He was a composer of five-
bell methods, and, although none of them is now rung,
they are interesting stages in the development of the art.
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In the early years of the eighteenth century change
ringing ceased to be a popular sport at the two Univer-
sities, and at Cambridge all that was left was a tradition,
supported by some ancient and fragmentary manuscripts,
of a society which dated from the time of Queen Eliza-
beth and consisted chiefly of undergraduates.

In 1724, the year which marks the beginnings of im-
portant activity in the Society of College Youths, there
was a renaissance of the art in Cambridge, and on August
3rd the Society of Cambridge Youths was established. It
was symptomatic of the changing social status of the
leading members of the Exercise that it was composed of
townsmen and not of University men, though, like the
leading London societies, it included a sprinkling of them
during the century.

The new company showed their skill by ringing at St.
Mary’s on November 5th a peal of Grandsire Triples.
Two men, Henry Mulliner and William Anderson, the
ringers of the treble and the seventh, were gentlemen.
The others were Thomas Scare, a cabinet maker, Hewes
Carter, a watchmaker, John Tuck, a bricklayer, John
White, verger of Trinity College, Robert Barber, and
Thomas Cornwall, a sawyer. Anderson was the leading
man in the company and probably the bob caller. What
composition they rang is doubtful, but most likely it was
Doleman’s false peal.

Another man who did not take part in this performance,
but who afterw'ards became the most distinguished mem-
ber of the society, was Charles Mason. He was born at
Prees, in Shropshire, in 1699, the son of Charles Mason.
He went to school at Wem, and at the age of 19 entered
Trinity College as a pensioner. He matriculated in 1718,
was scholar in 1720, and he graduated B.A. in 1723 and
M.A. in 1726.

THE RINGING WORLD. 7

In 1727 the College Youths visited Cambridge. They
took their best company, and, according to their wont,
spent a day or two ringing at the various towers. Their
main performance and the central object of their visit was
a peal of Grandsire Caters, 5,040 changes on the new
ring of ten which had just been supplied by the White-
chapel foundry to Great St. Mary’s. The peal was rung
on May 25th, and the band was made up of William
Woodruff, John Ward, John Hardham, the famous tobac-
conist, Samuel Jeacock, James Richardson, John Dear-
more, William Laughton, Peter Merrygarts, Benjamin
Annable and Matthew" East. Annable called the bobs.

The band, and especially Annable, left a good impres-
sion behind them when they went home, and Charles
Mason and Henry Mulliner joined the Society of College
Youths.

Nine years later the Cambridge Youths rang another
five-thousand of Grandsire Triples, with Charles Mason
at the seventh. It was described as a ‘ true’ peal (the
other was a ‘ complete ' peal), and | suspect that Mason,
who took a great interest in composition, had found out
that the first peal was false, and had substituted this time
Vicar’'s six-part bob and single composition, which we
know from his manuscripts he had proved. He probably
was the conductor.

'"COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A History of the Society
5/6 (post free) from
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BELFRY GOSSIP.

We referred last week to the fact that Mr. G. P. Elphick collected
the information tor the article Ol Bell Cages by personal inspection.
11l the course of the last five years, we learn, he has visited 347 Sussex
churches in his research work dealing with bells and cages.

Handbell practices are held every Tuesday and Friday at 18, Man-
chester Road, Reading, at 7.30 p.m., and any ringers interested in
handbell ringing will be made welcome.

On February 12th, 1821, 14,016 changes of Kent Treble Bob were
rung in the old Church of St. Mary’s, Oldham. The peal was by
William Eversfield and was at the time the longest either composed
or rung.

The Birmingham men rang the first peal of Kent Treble Bob Cater6
at Aston on February 13th, 1848.

To-day is the anniversary of two long peals of Graudsire Cinques
The College Youths rang 7,018 changes at St. Michael's, Cornhill, in
1731, and the Painswick men rang 13,001 changes in 1920. The latter
still stands as the record length in the method, as the 17,000 after-
wards rung in the same tower unfortunately turned out to be false.

Joseph Tebbs, of Leeds, a noted comjyoser of the early nineteenth
century and the author of a very meritorious peal of Stedman Triples,
died QU February 14th, 1836, aged 68.

A peal of Grandsire Major, 9,999 changes, was rung at Oldham Q1
February 15th, 1825.

John Holt called a peal of the now obsolete method, Double London
Court Bob Major, at. St. Margaret’'s, Westminster, on February 16th,
1752.

Ol the same day of the month four long peals were rung—14,224
Bob Major at Aston in 1789, 6,000 Oxford Treble Bob Royal at Cam-
bridge in 1790, 8,448 Oxford Treble Bob Major by the Cumberlands
Qll the bells of All Hallows', Barking, recently destroyed in an air
raid, in 1818, and 8,448 Stedman Cinques at Painswick in 1858.

The only peal of Imperial the Third Major ever rung away from
Norwich was accomplished on February 17th, 1800, at the village of
Soham, in Cambridge, where there was a very skilful band largely
made up of one family of the name of Tebbit.

Christ Church, Spitalfields, with its ring of twelve bells, was de-
stroyed by fire on February 17th, 1836, as related in a recent article
in *The Ringing World,” and on the same date in 1856 the Birming-
ham men rang a peal of Stedman Major.

Fifty years ago to-day eight peals were rung. They were Grand-
sire Triples 1, Bob Major 2, Royal 1, Stedman Triples 1, Caters 2,
and Violet Major 1. The last was one of William Sottanstall’s methods
and was rung at Liversedge in Yorkshire. The Grandsire Triples was
at Wombourn, Staffordshire, and the ringer of the fourth was Ben-
jamin Gough, of whose recent death we iiave just received notice.

BELLS ON GRAMOPHONE RECORDS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—111 reply to your request, His Master's Voice Company
have the following records of change ringing:—

C.2098.—St. Margaret’'s, Westminster, London :
Grandsire Caters.

B.4090.—St. Margaret’'s, Westminster : Easter music with I"ells and
choir and organ.

B.3120.—St. Margaret's,
and choir and organ.

B.2691.—York Minster bells: Changes on the peal of 12 bells (intro-
ducing ‘ Great Peter,* the 10" ton tenor). York Minster Society of
Change Ringers.

Novelty records.—B.2853 : Nightingales and Church Bells.
O1l same lines with choir and organ.

Stedman Caters and

Westminster: Wedding music with bells

B.3345 :

EDWARD J. THOMAS.
Similar information is also supplied by Mr. F. W. Woodman, of
Boreham.

‘ MOANING MINNIE ' STOPS A PEAL,

Oji Monday evening, February 3rd, in the choir vestry of St. Mar-
garet’s, Leicester, six members of the Midland Counties Association
went for a peal of Stedman Cinques. All went smoothly and the
striking was very good. The turning course came and went, and the
baild were just settling down to the ‘' home-at-hand * position when
1Ixx!!l off went *Moaning Minnie ' with her dismal wail—after 1 hour
50 minutes’ excellent ringing. As the policemen of the band were
on siren duty, stand was called, and so ended what would have been
a good peal. The band were Alfred Ballard 1-2, Harold J. Poole 3-4,
Percy Harrison 5-6, Ernest Morris 7-8, Fred J. Wilson 9-10, Josiah
Morris 11-12. Umpire: G. Stedman Morris.

BUY AN EXTRA COPY

*THE RINGING WORLD"
and send it to a Serving Member of your Tower
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WHAT IS A GOOD SURPRISE METHOD ?

MERITS AND DEFECTS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I am interested in this correspondence, having listened
to quite a number of new Surprise methods being rung. | think one
essential of a good method, wnich your correspondents seem to have
missed, is that coursing pairs of bells should remain at the back
together for a reasonable time, so that the musical effect produced
can be appreciated. The greatest defect of London is that no pair
stays longer than a dodge and a half at any time, and generally not
even for a single dodge. The whole movement is much too rapid.
I would suggest, too,,that in Royal and Maximus methods the tenors
should come together behind elsewhere than just at the course-end;
the back bells ought to come home more often than once in a quarter
of an hour.

Mr. Harvey's system of assessing methods is commendable, but |
think his likes and dislikes require amending in certain partlculars
The tenors in any row should not be counted as separated unless
three or more bfelfs come between them. If Mr. Harvey will do this
he will find that the figure for Bedford is 30, which is good; he will
also obtain the figure 60 for Cambridge. If the method is to contain
second's place at the lead-end, which he seems to desire, and the
places are all made right, rows with the tenors separated by two
bells are bound to occur. It seems hardly fair on any method to
stipulate that it shall contain a certain internal place, and then
penalise it for containing certain rows which such a place inevitably
produces. And if we are going to object to parting of the tenors,
then we must put a black mark against Superlative for containing
the Queen’s change in the plain course.

I have heard quite a number of ringers condemn methods for con-
taining contiguous places; yet the majority can only have heard
such places in Treble Bob. | have always considered these a very
pleasing feature, especially when they occur in 5-6; and the more so
V\ihen one or both bells concerned remain in 5-6 and make further
places.

It was surely decided some years ago that the whole pulls during
which the treole leads or lies do not constitute cross-sections; but,
whatever the opinion about that point, it is a mistake to insist that
internal places in these rows will always make for improvement. In

*plain methods, Double Norwich is a better methoa than Double
Oxford, or those two mixtures which have one or other place. In
Surprise, Cambridge and Superlative are certainly improved by having
second’'s and seventh's; but put these places into Bristol and a very
inferior method results.

In assessing Bedford, Mr. Harvey misses what seems to me a very
strong recommendation, that is, that it is a method on the *lengthen-
ing lead * plan. That is one of the great features of Bristol, and
about the only redeeming one of TreDle Bob. 1 should add about
50 points, but Mr. Harvey deducts five because the method has not
second’s, a place, incidentally, which would bring it round at the first
lead-end.

The idea that snaps on the front and so-called ‘ backhanders *
(dreadful word!), which are merely leads at back and hand, should
constitute a defect is surely out of date. It originated, | believe, in
the book *Surprise Methods,” by the Rev. C. D. P. Davies. The
author, on his own admission, strongly disliked all evei~bell methods
of ringing, and many of his views on the subject are not acceptable.
Possibly it was considered that a lead which commenced at back could
not be struck correctly; but we cannot blame a method for the short-
comings of the ringers, and such an idea would certainly not be
accepted now. Bristol, which has a rich mixture of snaps, leads right
and wrong, and forward and backward ringing, is one of the finest—
if not the finest—of methods in any class.

Finally, although the subject is one of interest, 1 doubt if any
method, however good, will ever take its place as a standard method
along with the well-known four. One of the great drawbacks to
Surprise ringing—the lack of touches 6hort enough for service or
practice ringing—has now been overcome by the introduction of
spliced. The old idea that a method required years of practice to
learn properly is fast disappearing, and | believe that in the future
we shall see many more methods rung to peals as more ringers realise
how really easy it is to learn new ones; but I cannot see any of these
new methods, however good, taking the place of the established four.

C. W. WOOLLEY.

Bushey.

REVERSAL.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. Bankes James says that when he reverses Grandsire
he makes the hunt go in front of the treble. Surely what he gets is
neither Reverse Grandsire nor ordinary Grandsire, though it may be
a legitimate variation. When it was rung it was, | believe, called
‘ New T Grandsire. X

WINNERSH, BERKS.—On Saturday, February 8th, at The Briars,
Westfields Road, a quarter-peal of Doubles in three methods—360
Reverse Canterbury, 480 Plain Bob, 420 Grandsire (eight different
callings): Mrs. B. C. Castle 1-2, B. C. Castle (conductor) 3-4, T. Davies
5> First quarter-peal by ringers of 1-2 and 5-6, and first *in hand’
by the conductor. The result of a weekly practice since September.
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BELLS FOR NEW CATHEDRAL.

RING OF TEN FROM CITY CHURCH OFFERED TO GUILDFORD.

it has been announced that the bells of AIll Hallows’, Lombard
Street, London, which were taken down before the church was de-
molished, have been offered as a gift for the new Guildford Cathedral

The building of the Cathedral is*still progressing, but the comple-
tion of the tower may be delayed for a long time. If the bells are
accepted they will, therefore, be hung ‘dead * in the upper part of
the building for the time being.

The architect’'s plans for the Cathedral, include the provision of a
ring of ten, but it is hardly likely that the peal from All Hallows’
will eventually satisfy the dignity of the new Cathedral, acceptable
though they may be as a temporary measure.

If these bells find a place at Guildford it will be their third home.
They were originally cast for the Church of St. Diouis Backchurcli,
which stood in Fencliurch Street at the corner of Lime Street. They re-
placed an earlier ring of six installed on the rebuilding of the church
after the great fire. Richard Phelps, of Whitechapel, cast them in
1727, and in 1732 recast the treble, which had been broken. In 1750,
the fourth and fifth, having also been cracked, were cast by Thomas
Lester.

The first peal on the bells was rung on%O ctober 10th, 1729, by the
College Youths. It was a peal of Grandsire Caters, which Benjamin
Annable conducted from the treble. Seven years later the Eastern
Scholars rang there a peal of 6,210 Grandsire Caters. John Holt also
called a peal of Grandsire Caters there while he was a member of the
College Youths. The first recorded peal of Royal on the bells was
5,040 Double Bob by the same society in 1760, and the first peal of
Treble Bob Royal on them was rung by the ancient Society of College
Youths in 1785.

There is no other record of a peal on the bells until, in 1850, the
Cumberlands rang 5,079 Stedman Caters and the College Youths rang
a similar length in the same method in 1852.

When, early in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, an Act
for Union of Benefices was passed to enable certain city churches to
be pulled down and the money from the sale of sites devoted to build-
ing new churches in the populous suburbs, St. Dionis’ was one of
the first to go, biit the Order in Council stipulated that the bells
were to be presented to the church of the united parishes.

Thus it was that the bells of St. Dionis’ went to All Hallows’,
Lombard Street. Now, in turn, All Hallows’ has come by the same
fate. The church has been pulled down and its fittings, including

the very fine carved woodwork, has been transferred to a new church
at Twickenham, bearing the same dedication. The tower has been
built of the stone from the tower in Lombard Street, but the bells
had to be refused because of a condition made in the purchase of
the site that no bells should be placed in the church.

Before the tower in the city was demolished, the bells were re-
moved to the Whitechapel Foundry, where they still are.

A HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS AGO.

- LONDON AND NORWICH RIVALRY.

Here is an extract from ‘ The Norfolk Chronicle ' of June 6th, 1789 :
* A company of ringers from the Metropolis arrived in Norwich at the
beginning of this week on a visit to Measirurs*the St. Peter’s ringers.
It has been reported that the strangers came with a view to contest
the claim to superiority in their art with the Norwichians, but this
report has been strenuously contradicted by a correspondent, who
asserts that the sole inducement of the Londoners for making the
journey was to enjoy the pleasure of ringing so unrivalled and much
admired peal of belfs as tnat of St. Peter’s.

‘ However, be that as it may, it seems that a fracas took place
between the rival sons of the clapper, and the strangers departed in
disgust. Our correspondent appears to be shocked at the impolite
treatment of our rustics to their town brethren, and that the har-
mony of their bells should be contrasted by such discordant behaviour.
In vindication of the treatment of the Londoners, our correspondent
requested us to insert the following paragraph from “ The London
General Advertiser ” of October 8th, 1788

‘ Monday last the Society of College Youths rang on the peal of
twelve bells at the Church of St. Martin-in-the-Fields a true and
complete peal of 6,204 Stedman Principle in 4 hours and 47 minutes,
being the greatest number of changes of that Peal ever rung in
England. This very curious and intricate composition was invented
in the last century, but was by the conneisseurs of the present day
deemed impracticable to be achieved until these darling sons of dis-
tinguisliment have by this in addition to many other performances
shewn to their contemporaries that industry and resolution united
will ever get through the most arduous task.’

READING.—On January 24tli, at 18, Manchester Road, 1,260 Grand-
sire Triples : Gunner Harold V. Frost, R.A. 1-2, Pte. Rowland Biggs.
Royal Berkshires 54, Albert Diserens (conductor) 545 Thomas N.
Lanaghan 7-8. On January 28th, 1,260 Grandsire Triples: Stanley
C. Davis 1-2, Rowland.Biggs 3-4, Albert Diserens (conductor) 5-6, Peter
Kearvell 7-8. This was Mr. Peter Kearvell's first quarter-peal.
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE BELL-CAGE.
WOOD FRAMES THROUGH THE CENTURIES
By G. P. Elphick.

(Continued from page 65.)

The next step in the development of the bell frame
came when men had mastered the principles of the king-
post roof truss. When they found that by straining the
king or centre post into tension, the braces or principal
rafters were thrown into compression, this had the effect

of moving the load
from the centre of
the beam to its
ends; enabling the

size and weight of
the beam to be re-
duced.

The earliest type
where these trusses

are used to carry
bells is shown in
Fig. 4. There is a

cage of this type at

Tarring Neville. This
cage for three shows one great advantage over the earlier
types. The- cage sills are supported at their ends by
plates, these being fixed to the beams forming the floor
on which they rest. The centre posts are.similar to the
heads of the Cold Waltham cage, the whole truss being
fastened together with draw-bore pins. The date of the
tower is about 1220 a.d.; no doubt that is also the date
of the cage.

There is another example of this type, rather more
primitive in construction, at Southease, containing a bell
cast about 1280 a.d. It is a cage for two and the tie
beams of the spire are used for the sills of the trusses.
The centre-post of the spire taking the place of the cen-
tral truss has the brasses let in either side; a most un-

usual method of dis-

pensing w i.th a
truss.
It will be noticed

that the braces in the
first example are of
circular sweep. The
early carpenters
wanted to direct the
horizontal thrust of
the swinging bell
into a vertical thrust
at the ends of the

sills. They appar-
ently thought that it would travel round the brace.
This is not so; although the conception of direct-
ing forces by curved pieces of timber continued
well into the middle of the seventeenth century.

It was also found that the brasses housed into endgrain
were more difficult to fasten in place than if they were
ljoused into the long grain; so the next step was to add
a short head'(Fig. 5).

The cage for three at Birdham is a good example of
this type. The tower is fourteenth century and one of
the bells it contains was cast between 1320-30 a.d. There
seems no reason to doubt that this is also the age of the
cage. The advantages of the head have already been
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pointed out. The other great improvement was brace
ties; corresponding to the purlin on a roof truss. These
horizontal timbers are cogged and pinned to the braces
to prevent lateral

movement of the

trusses. It did not

prove sufficient in

this ~case, for struts

were built into the

walls to wedge the

end trusses. Alas!

men knew of that

bad habit many years

ago, and still con-

tinue to wedge

rickety cages against

the walls of a tower.

The braces are

housed into the heads; a joint that proved unsatisfactory
because the grain across the centre-post shrank more
than that of the head. _

It is interesting to notice that here the original half
wheels are over six feet in diameter for a bell weighing
about three and a
half cwt., a testi-
mony to the quality
of the bearings in
those early days ; one
trembles at the
thought of the wheel
required for a tenor
of a ton in weight.

The next step was
to lower the braces,
generally between
two and four inches
from the head (Fig.
6). An example of this is at Chalvington. The next
problem to solve was to prevent the head from working
loose. 'Jhis was done by two small struts (Fig. 7) be-
tween the heads and the braces. These struts later be-
came the jack braces of the eighteenth century cages.
The cages up to the
present type have an

average height of
four feet three
inches.

As the cages be-
came more elabor-
ate, so man's ambi-
tion soared. He

hung his bells high

off the floor and as

high in the spire as

he could. In some

cases, he’ nearly lost - ru’ 8-

his sense of propor-

tion to the degree that some of our late Victorian archi
tects, who became bell-hangers, did.

West Wittering is an example of the next type. It
is five feet ten inches high. Two improvements are
noticeable. The sill is cambered to place the. centre-post
in greater tension, and the brace ties are strutted from
the sills and braced ;in fact the whole cage is rather com-
plex (Fig. 7).

(To be continued.)
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MR. C. R. LILLEY'S ACHIEVEMENT.

A PEAL ON EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR.

By ringing a handbell peel of Doubles on February 3rd, Mr. Charles'

R. Lilley has joined the select number of those who have scored a
peal on every day in the year, including February 29th and Christ*
inas Day.

Mr. Lilley was born on April 8th, 1874, at Candlesby, Lincolnshire,
where his father was for many years a churchwarden. He inherited
his love of ringing, however, from his great-grandfather, William
Fant, of Freiston, and still possesses his ancestor’'s ringing books. Mr.
Lilley learnt to ring in
Lincolnshire and his first
peal was in 12 methods
of Doubles at Wrangle in
1894. He ran" his first
peal as conductor on
August 7th, 1897, at Ben-
nington, Lines, where he
called seven 720's of Bob
Minor. In 1897 he moved
to Bedford, where he was
associated,with Mr. Charles
Clarke, who, as Mr. Lilley
describes it, put the finish-
ing touches on him. About

this time the bells at
St. Paul’s, Bedford, were
made into ten, and he

took part in some of the

first peals on this aug-
mented ring, including
the first peals of Kent

Treble Bob Royal and Bob
Royal, as well as Superla-
tive Major for the Beds

Association. Afterwards
Mr. Lilley moved to
various places, including

Oxfordshire, where he took
part in the famous 17,024
of Double Norwich Major,
rung at Kidlington in 11
hours 12 minutes on May
22nd, 1899, conducted by
James Washbrook.

He went to Shrewsbury in 1913, where he conducted the first peal
of Stedman Triples in the town at St. Alkmund’s and was afterwards
appointed Ringing Master and Towerkeeper at St. Chad’s. The bells
there were then in bad order, and Mr. Lilley urged their restoration,
which was eventually carried out by Messrs. Taylor and Co.r who
recast the bells into what Mr. Lilley considers the finest twelve in
England. He”™conducted a number of first peals on these bells, in-
cluding Granasire and Stedman Cinques and Plain and Treble Bob
Maximus, and was possibly the first ringer to conduct peals in the
four standard methods on twelve bells in his own tower. In this
tower he brought along a young band until they could ring Cam-
bridge, and he also served for some years as a sidesman in the
church. On one occasion at Wem in Shropshire he conducted a peal
of Gra»dsire Triples, ringing the fifth in the first half and the seventh
to the second half. The seventh was going badly and the change
over was made to relieve the man who had started on her.

After he went to Devon Mr. Lilley devoted much time to teaching,
and among- other performances has called the first peal cf Oxford
Treble Bob Major in the West, the first peal of Triples at Truro
Cathedral and the first peal of Double Norwich eMajor by resident
Devonshire ringers.

Mr. Lilley represented the Shropshire Association on the Central
Council from 1924 to 1926, and has been chairman of the Exeter
Branch of the Devon Guild.

MR. C. R. LILLEY.

NORTH STAFFS ASSOCIATION.

A meeting of the North Staffordshire and District Association was
held at Longton on February 1st, when the following towers were
represented: Stoke, Hanley, Leek, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Burslem,
Uttoxeter and Longton. Ringing, on handbells, of touches of Grand-
sire Triples and Bob Minor were well struck. The seven bells without
clappers also were set going and the following methods were practised
before and after tea: Stedman Triples, Granasire Triples and Doubles
and Bob Minor were rung, and rounds for the young; members.

Fourteen members were present at tea, and the Kector (the Rev.
T. H Brooks) gave the visitors a hearty welcome.

Mr. A. Thompson, of Newecastle, proposed a vote of thanks to the
Kector for his welcome and the use of bells and also to the ringers
for the splendid tea they had provided.—Mr. N. Sargeant, of Hanley,
seconded. ;

As the association had a few days earlier lost one of its old men?
bers, Mr. J. Pointon, of Brown Edge, the members stood in silenc*
for one minute as a mark of respect.

Although the attendance was not large, the members spent a happi
afternoon and evening.
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WILLIAM WAKLEY, OF BURTON-ON-TRENT

AND HIS BAND.

Last Wednesday was the eighty-eighth anniversary of the birth of
William Wakley, a man who holds an honoured position in the story
of change ringing, for he was the captain of the earliest band who
were method ringers in the modern sense of the term.

By birth he was a Devon man, but in 1874 he went to Burton-on-
Trent, where he lived until his death in April, 1906. Burton is well
known as the town of breweries, and there Michael Thomas Bass, the
head of the world-famous firm, built and endowed a church, not
sparing f$r expense. The building was designed by Lord Grimthorpe.
a man of extraordinary intellectual powers, who not only made an
immense fortune as a lawyer, but proved himself no mean expert in
other things, such as clo<*kmaking, church building and bell designing.

The views he held were very pronounced and not always altogether
sound. At St. Paul's, Burton-on-Trent, he had a free hand, and those
who remember the eight bells Taylor's hung (here from his designs
have some idea of wliat he thought bells should be like.

These were the bells on which William Wakley and his men per-
formed their great feats, for great feats they were, though the level
of method ringing has been raised so much since.

The first memorable thing they did was to make Double Norwich
Court Bob a standard method. It is hard to realise that before the
Burton men rang their first peal in 1882, only 16 peals had been rung
in the method by other bands than the Norwich Scholars; harder still
to realise that two of the men who rang in the 1882 peal, Mr. Joseph
Griffin and Mr. John Jaggar, are still alive and hale and hearty.
The Burton men then went on to the Surprise Major methods, and
in turn Superlative, Cambridge and London became standard methods
instead of bein”™ very occasionally rung by selected companies, because
Wakley and his band showed the Exercise that the thing could be
done. Theirs was the eighth peal of Superlative, the second true peal
of Cambridge and the fourth peal of London. They did not, like the
older companies, ring one peal, and then drop the method. They
rang many and "o set a new standard for the Exercise.

One other method, New Cumberland Surprise Major, which they
rang for the first time, was by Henry Earle Bulwer. It has many
merits, and is well worth the attention of any first-cfass modern band.

It is difficult perhaps to say why it should be so, but the fact that
one man or one band has done a thing makes it much easier for
others to do the same. There is nothing very much nowadays in
ringing a peal of Cambridge or of Superlative. Once, and not 60 long
ago, both were really difficult methods. The fact that they have
become th“ common property of the average skilled rirtger is entirely
due to the example set by the Burton men fifty or sixty years ago.

ERIN DOUBLES.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In reply to your correspondent, 1 forward an exteilt
which | obtained some two years ago, and which may be of some
interest to him.

There are two calls both having the effect of a single (i.e., to turn
the course of the rows), 'which I nave named- 4Bob ' and ‘ Single ' to
avoid confusion. As will be seen, there are 20 variations of this extent.

May | express mv appreciation of your splendid efforts to keep
‘ The Ringing World ' as interesting as ever, and | feel sure that the
whole Exercise is grateful to you for your work to maintain interest
in these difficult times. C. KENNETH LEWIS.

An extent by the first and last rows of the sixes.

12345 15243 i

Continued 34512
21435 + 51423 + 35214 + 43152 +
24153 54132 32541 n 41325
42513 +e 45132 — 23451 + 14325 —
45231 41523 24315 13452

B .
54231 — 14253 — 42315 — 31542 —
52413 12435 43251 35124
25143 — 21345 — 34521 — 35142 +
21534 23154 g 35412 31524
12534 + 32514 — 35421 + 13254 +
15243 35241 34512 - 12345

Snm
35214 +

Twenty variations may be obtained by starting from each of the
twenty sixes.
For the benefit of those who do not know Erin, here is the method
and the Bobs and Singles shown :
12345

12345 1235
21435 21435
12453 12453
14235 14235
21253 41253
42135 42135
24153 , 24153
42513 42153 24135
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THE STANDARD METHODS.

AND SOMETHING ABOUT THE SURPRISE MAJOR
BOOK.

We often hear and read about the Standard Methods,
and sometimes the question is asked, What are these
Standard Methods? What is it that particularly dis-
tinguishes them, and why should they be confined to a
small and limited number?

The answer given in the latest textbook to be printed is
that ‘ so far as eight-bell ringing goes, the standard
methods are those which a competent and well-equipped
ringer may at any time need when he goes to a ringing
meeting or into a strange belfry.’

This may serve as a good general definition, but it still
leaves open the question why there should be this par-
ticular group, and it may be worth our while to spend a
few minutes looking at the subject.

The standard methods include one or two which have
been practised ever since the art was, and which, we need
not doubt, will always be practised; but the group as a
whole has changed, though slowly, from time to time, and
will continue to change. In the eighteenth century the
standard methods were Plain Bob, on all even numbers
as well as on seven, Grandsire on all odd numbers,
Double Bob, and Oxford Treble Bob. Soon after 1800
=Stedman and Kent Treble Bob were added, but Double
Bob was dropped. The great revival of ringing toward
the end of the century added Double Norwich, and the
three Surprise Methods— Cambridge Superlative and Lon-
don—all of which had been known for long, but had not
been taken into general use. Early in the present cen-
tury Bristol Surprise took its place among the number.
= To-day the group is not quite the same. Oxford Treble
Bob, for so many years the most popular of all Major
methods, has become almost obsolete and is seldom ever
rung even in its last home, the Eastern Counties. Bob
Triples has fallen under the ban of the Central Council
and is not now.considered ‘ regular.” On the other hand
there are one or two which may fairly be called standard
methods. Little Bob is frequently rung and probably has
come to stay. Rutland Surprise, perhaps, and Yorkshire
Surprise, certainly, must be included in the group, and
there are a few others which seem as if they are likely to
join the select circle.

But no one can say definitely. This is a case where
the prophets are usually confounded by the event. Duf-
field, which was to have revolutionised ten and twelve-
bell ringing, and which was introduced to the Exercise
by one of the very best textbooks we possess, has proved
a complete failure; Double Oxford Major, which is given
by nearly every book on ringing, is seldom practised;
Albion Treble Bob, ‘ the most even and regular of any
Treble Bob method,” is not looked at; and Norfolk Sur-
prise, which five and twenty years ago began to be ex-
tensively practised, is now forgotten. On the other hand
Cambridge, which to the experts of forty or fifty years
ago was almost everything a method should not be, has
become the most popular of all Surprise methods, sup-
planting Superlative, which to those same experts was the
queen of Major methods.

Between the two great wars, and due, we believe,
largely to the change in men’s outlook caused by those
great events, there was a notable advance in many
matters connected with change ringing, and very notably
in the number of new methods which were rung. A large
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proportion of them were Surprise Major methods, and to
meet the demand for such the new book on Surprise
Major was prepared, and would have been published by
now had the times been normal. To the compilation of
that book a very large amount of care, thought and ex-
perience was devoted and particularly in making the
selection of methods. The number is large, though it is
but a tiny fraction of the total possible number. It does
not include all, or anything like all, the methods that are
fit for ringing, though perhaps as a representative collec-
tion it may hold its own against any adverse criticism.

Bands wanting new methods to ring will still, no doubt,
seek what they require outside its pages, and, no doubt,
they will find what they require. At the same time, the
very large number given leaves the Exercise in doubt as
to what methods, if any, are most worthy of being prac-
tised and of being received into the select group of the
standard methods. This is the point recently raised by
Mr. James Harvey. Can it be satisfactorily met?

It may be worth while to describe how the selection
was made. After a very large amount of investigation,
extending over many years, into the general laws of
method construction, a collection of several thousands of
Surprise Major methods was worked out, and to it were
added not only the many methods which at times had
been published in the ringing 'papers, but also the much
larger number produced by well-known composers which
existed in manuscript.

From them a preliminary selection was made consisting
of over eight hundred methods. These were arranged in
proper order, their false course ends worked out, and a
skeleton course of each drawn.

The size of the final selection was settled roughly by
the space available in the printed book, which in its turn
was settled by the cost of printing. It was decided to
give 150 methods in full, and to add directions by which
some hundreds more could be obtained by more or less
mechanical means from the 150 given.

Then the various classes of methods were examined
and a due proportion allotted to each, such a number to
the easiest, such a number to the most difficult, and so
on. As each method was passed in review its claims were
decided, first by its skeleton course, then by the way it
brought coursing bells together on the leads and at the
back and then by the number and nature of its false
course ends.

Some considerable thought was given as to the best
order in which to arrange the methods. There were
several alternative ways, and all of them with their ad-
vantages. It would have been an excellent thing to have
started with the simplest and easiest, to have followed
them by those of Increasing difficulty, and so work up to
the most complex of all. It would have been a good thing
to have adopted the plan used in the Minor Methods col-
lection, in which a knowledge of the place making enables
a person to find any particular method with the minimum
of trouble. The plan actually adopted groups together
all those methods which have peal compositions in com-
mon. It was the only way in which satisfactory cross
references could be made between the leads of the
methods and the full selection of suitable peals which is
given elsewhere in the book.

The result, however, is that easy and difficult methods
are mixed without any order, and the reader has largely

(Continued on next page.)



February 14th, 1941.

NOTICES.

THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted
under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of /6.
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LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Rochdale Branch.
m-Next meeting will be held at Todmorden on Saturday,
February 15th. Handbells available at 47, Cambridge
Street, from 3 p.m. Meeting at 6.30 p.m.— lvan Kay,
Hon. Sec.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.—
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, February
15th. Members will meet at Holborn Viaduct Station
Buffet at 2.30 p.m. By kind invitation of Mr. H. Lang-
don, the business meeting with handbell ringing will
take place at 15, Farringdon Avenue, E.C.4, at 3 p.m.—
A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Eversfield Road,
Reigate.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.— Kettering
Branch.— The branch annual meeting will be held at
Kettering on Saturday, February 15th. Service 4.15
p.m. Tea and meeting to follow. Please notify me if
you require tea.— H. Baxter, 21, Charles Street, Roth-
well.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Leatherhead
District.— The annual district meeting will be held at
Leatherhead on Saturday, February 15th. Service 3.30
in Parish Church. Tea at the Duke’s Head at 4.30, fol-
lowed by the usual business meeting. Handbells avail-
able for the rest of the evening.— A. H. Smith, Hon. Sec.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.— Daventry
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at the Abbey
Buildings, Daventry, on Saturday, February 15th. Chair
to be taken at 5.30 p.m. Will members kindly make an
effort to attend?—W . C. Moore, 5, Williams Terrace,
Daventry, Northants.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Next
meeting at Bushey, Guides’ Studio, Falconer Road, on
Saturday, February 22nd. Meeting time 3.45. Excellent

THE STANDARD METHODS.
(Continued from previous page.)
to find out for himself what sort of thing any particular
method will prove in actual practice.

The difficulty is partially met by marking a certain
number of the simplest by one star and a few of the most
difficult by two stars, those of intermediate difficulty
being left unmarked. The point, however, raised by Mr.
Harvey cannot be said to have been met, and it is not
quite easy to see how it can be within the limits imposed
by* the cost of the published book. But the point is cer-
tainly worthy of further consideration.

Let us see, if we can, what exactly we do want in a
method worthy to rank as a standard method, and let us
examine the claims of a few candidates for the honour.
If our investigations give any satisfactory results, per-
haps space may be found for them in the Surprise Major
book befoPe it finally goes to the printer.
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opportunity to practise method ringing on handbells. Com-
fortable room, social chat. Tea arranged. All interested
in the hobby of change ringing are welcome.—C. H.
Horton, 53, Aldenham Road, Bushey.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.—The
annual meeting will be held in the Church Room, Hart-
field, on Saturday, February 22nd, at 3 p.m. Business
meeting at 3.30. No arrangements for tea. Come along
and meet old friends and have a social afternoon to-
Handbells available—C. A. Bassett, Assist.
Sec., 3, Pendrill Place, Wadhurst, Tunbridge Wells.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.—Elloe Deaneries
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at Spalding
on Saturday, February 22nd. Service 3.30. Tea 4.30
at the Lincoln Arms Hotel (near High Bridge), followed
by meeting and social evening. Bring your wives and
sweethearts. Those requiring tea must let me know
before February 18th.—W . A. Richardson, Hon. Sec.,
Glenside, Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs.

DEVON GUILD.— Exeter Branch.— The annual meet-
ing will'be held on Saturday, February 22nd, at Deller’s
Cafe, High Street, Exeter. Tea 4.30, free to members.
Business meeting to follow. Will those requiring tea
please notify me by February 19th?— W . H. Howe, Hon.
Sec., 8, Courtenay Road, Exeter.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next meet-
ing will be held at Liversedge on Saturday, Feb. 22nd.
Handbells from 3 p.m., in the Old Oak Inn, Bradford
Road. Business meeting 4.30 p.m. A good muster is
requested.— H. Lofthouse, Hon. Sec., 8, Wortley Road,
Leeds, 12.

ST. MARTIN’'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755).—The 53rd annual
Henry Johnson Commemoration will be held at the Im-
perial Hotel, Temple Street, Birmingham, on Saturday,
March 1st. Owing to prevailing conditions this will be
a luncheon to commence at 1.30 p.m. prompt, Vice-Presi-
dent Councillor A. Paddon Smith in the chair. Tickets
will be issued to fully paid-up members at is. each; to
other members and friends at 5s. 6d. each. All applica-
tions for tickets must be received by Saturday, February
22nd. Apply T. H. Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136, Newton
Road, Sparkhill, Birmingham, 11.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—North Bucks
Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Hanslope
on Saturday, March 1st. Handbells 3 p.m. Service 3.30,
followed by tea and meeting. Will those requiring tea

please notify me by Monday, February 24th? A good
attendance desired—R. H. Howson, Hon. Sec., 19,
Greenfield Road, Newport Pagnell, Bletchley.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — Northern Division.-r—A

meeting of this division will be held at Bocking on Satur-
day, March 1st. Six ‘ silent’ bells available from 2 p.m.
Service at 4 p.m., followed by tea and business meeting.
Handbells also available. It is necessary to elect two
members for the general committee, so members please
make an effort to be present. Please see that we have a
better attendance than at the annual meeting. Names for
tea should be sent no later than Wednesday, February
26th, to Hilda G. Snowden, Hon. Dis. Sec., 3, Bell Vue,
Hedingham Road, Halstead, Essex.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS—The address of Mr. C. H.
Kippin, Hon. Treasurer of the Surrey Association, is now
117a, The Broadway, Beddington, Croydon.
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TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE!
from the

Rev. E. S. POWELL, Staverton Vicarage, Daventry
d.

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section |. (Odd-Bell Treble
Dominated Methods) .o 9

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section Il. (PUin Bob and
Double Oxford BOD) ... oo 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS-Section HI. (Double Norwich) . 9

CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collectlons
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ... 1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B.... 6

CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF
BELLS it e 11
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ......... 3
Cambridge Surprise Major ... St
Double Norwich and Cambridge Coqrt 3
Bristol Surprise Major 2
HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS 2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION 1 0O

COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New
Edition) ..o 2 0

The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.

‘" ROPE-SIGHT," Is. 10d.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE, 2s. 10d.: second edition; 204 pages, commencing on
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘STANDARD METHODS, ninth edition, 2s. 10d.

‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. 10d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method

on 5 to 11 bells, with touohes and peals, and proof and composition.

‘TREBLE BOB,’ Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.

‘ SURPRISE METHODS, 2s. I0d. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P.
Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
M ils M ARGARET E . SNOWDON

Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulverston, Lancs

PUBLICATIONS-
' *GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply
Explained,” 9th thousand, 6$d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen,
post free. By |I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained, 2nd
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR, for those
about to begin more advanced methods. 7%$d. each,
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

THE RINGERS’ HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL.
Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire,
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.
Large selection of Compositions included.

Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 279
(6 copies for 15/-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp.,
1/2 (6 copies for 6/-).

Obtainable only post free from Rev."l. S. POWELL,
Staverton'Vloarage, near Daventry.
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‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’

NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
Eet. 1820 Tel. 2400

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

Oraer your Bell Ropes now, before prices increase,
pre-war quality, and send us your old Bell Ropes
for repairs whilst not in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING MATS AND BELL MUFFLERS
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T.E.RUSSELL

Telephone 276

and Optician

"W O KING

SMITH of DERBY

for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven

Makers of many famous clocks, in-
cluding St. Paul’'s Cathedral, London,

and throughout the world.
John Smith & Sons, Midland Clock Works,
Derby, Ltd.
Head Office and Works, Queen St., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 4S569 Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Guild-
Breams

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd.,
ford. and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co.,»Ltd.,
Buildings, Loudon, E.C4-.
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THE EDITOR.

When we wrote on another page that all readers of
‘ The Ringing World ' will learn with regret of the
serious illness of the Editor, we were not just using the
journalistic formula which is usual on such occasions.
Mr. Goldsmith has, during a ringing career which is ap-
proaching the half-century, created for himself a position
which is unique in the Exercise, and is based not only
on his proprietorship of this'journal, but on the personal
esteem and friendship of hundreds of ringers throughout
the country.

It is one of the fine traditions of English journalism
that an editor, while he has to praise and write much
of the good work other people do, must never allude to
what he himself has done, and this is the first opportunity
which has occurred of pointing out to ringers something
of what they owe to ‘' The Ringing World ' and to its
Editor. There are, no doubt, hundreds who need no such
pointing out, but there is always a tendency for people
to take their blessings for granted and not to appreciate
them fully until they lose them.

How much the prosperity of the Exercise and the ring-
ing associations during these last thirty years is directly
due to ‘ The Ringing World ’ is difficult to say, but this
at least is certain : that the Exercise as it is at present or-
ganised could not function without the help of a weekly
paper. There was a time when it seemed very doubtful
if such a paper could exist. For many years ‘ The Bell
News ' had supplied ringers’ needs, but it was carried
on largely by the financial support of Sir Arthur Hey-
wood, and when the man who was its editor died, and
the paper passed into other hands, its days were num-
bered.

A-new journal was needed, but the difficulties in the
way were enormou's,’ and it is quite safe to say that in
the whole Exercise there was but one man who had the
necessary qualifications to surmount them. The situation
called for a man who was not only a skilled ringer, but
also a trained journalist and competent reporter, one who
thoroughly understood the technical side of making up a
paper, and, above all, one who had faith in himself and
his work, and was prepared to face the financial uncer-
tainty. For the very great good of the Exercise, Mr.
Goldsmith rose to the occasion.

The first number was published on March 24th, 1911,
and except for the few months when he was on the
memorable visit to Australia and a different series of
articles was substituted, this is the first week in
which he has not himself written the leading article. That,

in itself is no mean achievement. It needs a very wide
(Continued on page 86.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.

(ESTABLISHED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS

Makers of many of the largest and most Important Clocks
in the World.

CLOCKS REPAIRED AND DIALS RESTORED.

mTHE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS;,’

Bankfield Terrace, Burley, Leeds.

And at 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare St ,
Newcastle-on-Tyne,

and 96, Carver Street, Moorhead,

THE RINGER’S BADGE,

Sheffield.

Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole,
Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved
—as lllustration,
oct. HALL MARKED GOLD 45/-
HALL MARKED SILVER 716
GILT OR WHITE METAL 4/-

Names or Presentation Inscriptions
be engraved on the reverse
small extra charge.

GEQ. STACEY, S |V w

6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING

The Newest and Most Interesting
Development of Change Ringing

can
side at a

Study this latest phase of the Art
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in
*METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1/3 (post free)
from ‘ The Ringing: World ' Office,
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOK1NQ.

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL,

Church Bell Rope, and Clock Rope
Manufacturer,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, SW.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey,

tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh. St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter-

borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s,
Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Imperial Insti-

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.
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and varied knowledge of ringers and ringing Jo write
week by week, year in and year out, something which
will give ringers at least one thought to help them to
carry on with their work or to stimulate them to further
advance. This the Editor has done.

Since the beginning of the war, Mr. Goldsmith has
done his share in the national effort, and as food con-
troller for the Woking district has fully employed his
time and abilities in an important sphere outside the ring-
ing Exercise. His present enforced inactivity will neces-
sarily last for some weeks,- but we have full trust anti
faith that before long he will be enabled to resume his
activity to ours and the Exercise’s great content and
benefit.

HANDBELL PEALS.
LEICESTER.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
On Tuesday, February 11, 1941, in Two Hours and Forty-Five Minutes,
In the Belfry of tbb Chorch of St. Marsarbt,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CATERS8, 5065 CHANBES]
Tenor size 15 in C.

1-2 IPbkev L. Harrison

3-4 |Ernest Morris

Josiah Morris . 9-10

Composed by F. W .Pbkrens. Conducted by Harold J. Poole.
Specially arranged and rung for S. Harrison, of the 7th Leicesters.
who was home on leave. This is his first handbell peal, and he is to
be congratulated tm the way he rang his bells throughout, having had
little practice. Mrs. Poole heard the last portion of the peal.
READING, BERKS.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
O*Sunday, February 16, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty Minutes,
At 14, Upper Redlands Road,
A PEAL OF QRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 6040 CHANGES]|

Parker’'s Twelve-part (7th observation).

Sidney Harrison
Harold J. Pools

1-2 1 Albert Diserens

3-4 | Thomas N. Lanaghan
Conducted by A. Diserbns.
Umpire: Richard T. Hibbert.

First peal on handbells by all.

Arthur W iggins
W alter Hunt

GUILDFORD RINGER A PRISONER OF WAIR.

Official notification was received last week by Mr. and Mrs. W. Jl.
Bristow, of Camelot, Old Farm Road, Guildford, that their son, Sergt.
Donald Eric Bristow, R.A.F. i(V.R.), was missing. On Tuesday tlie
German radio announced that lie was a prisoner of war. Sgt. Bristow,
aged 20, is a wireless operator and machine {pinner. He was the
most promising of the young ringers of Holy Trinity Cathedral Church.
Guildiord, under the conductorsliip of Mr. A. H. Pulling, ajid rang
his first peal about three years ago with his pal, Mr. Victor Elliott,
who is also a sergeant in tile R.A.F. (V.R.), and is engaged Ol similar
duties. Last November Sergt. Bristow had a narrow escape from
death when he wab wounded in the leg. He resumed duty a month
ago.

ILLNESS OF MR. J. P. HYETT.

The many ringing friends of Mr. J. P. Hyett, of 2, Dulas Terrace,
Hay, Hereford, win learn with regret that he has beeq confined to
bed for over thoee months until heart trouble.

Mr. Hyett represents the Hereford Diocesan Guild OLl the Central
Council, lie is assistant secretary to the Hereford Diocesan Guild, lion
secretary of the Northern Branch of the Swansea and Brecon Guild
and peal recorder to both guilds.

He has done a lot of spade-work for ringing, teaching and helping
young ringers through their first peals. He himself has rung about
270 peals, and in pursuit of ringing has cycled thousands of miles.

BUY AN EXTRA COPY

*THE RINGING WORLD -

and send it to a Serving Member of your Tower
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DOUBLE NORWICH ON HANDBELLS.
A NOTABLE ANNIVERSARY.

Next Sunday is the fiftieth anniversary of a peal which forms an
important landmark in the development of double-handed handbell
ringing, for on Monday, February 23rd, 1891, at Trinity College, the
Cambridge University Guild scored the first peal of Double Norwich
Court Bob in hand. The band was made up of the Rev. A. H. F.
Boughey, who rang 1-2, E. Bankes James 34, Henry Law James 5-6,
and Charles A. Clements 7-8. The same four had previously rung Bob
Major in November, 1890, and three of them had taken part in the
first peal by the Guild, Bob Triples, six months earlier.

Law James called the Double Norwich, and the composition, by his
brother, was the earliest of a type of peal which has always been
popular with the Cambridge University men. Throughout 5-6 are
always either in their home positions.or are coursing.

Double-handed handbell ringing was a rather late development in
change ringing. It was not until the opening years of the nineteenth
century that it was a generally recognised branch of the art. As
early as 1754, the Cumberlands rang a course of Oxford Treble Ten,
and two years iater a course of Treble Twelve, but it was not until
1811 that the Sheffield men rang the first peal, one of Oxford Treble
Bob Major. The Norwich men rang early peals of Bob Major, and
the London men rang Grandsire Triples in 1840 and Stedman Triples,
Caters and Cinques m 1854.

By that time any advance in method ringing had practically ceased,
even on tower bells, so it is not to be wondered at that men’'s ambi-
tions in handbell ringing were centred in Stedman and did not reach
to any other even-bell methods than Plain Bob and Treble Bob.

It is to the credit of the Cambridge men that they were the first to
break fresh ground. Other bands followed in time. The College
Youths were the first to ring Superlative Surprise, and the brothers
Pye with Mr. W. Keeble rang Bristol and London. The fine per-
formances of the Bushey band in Spliced Surprise Major will be
remembered by all.

LONDON AND NORWICH RIVALRY.
A FOOTNOTE TO THE HISTORY OF STEDMAN.

The extract from the ‘ Norfolk Chronicle ' of June 6th, 1789, which
was sent us by Mr. C. E. Borrett, and which we printed last week,
supplies a very interesting footnote to the early history of Stedman’s
Principle.

Readers of the *History of the College Youths ' will remember that
in 1785 a band of that company visited Norwich to attempt a peal in
which they were not successful. After the failure the local men went
up into the belfry, and, to show their skill, rang a touch of Stedman
Cinques. It was a new method to the Londoners and greatly took
their fancy, so that when they got home they began at once to
practise it, and in 1787 they rang the first peal of Caters. In the
next year, after the two companies into which for some time the
original society had been divided, had become reunited, they rang
at St. Martin’'s-in-tlie-Fields the first peal of Cinques.

The leading men among the visitors in 1785 were the three authors
of the *Clavis,” which was then in preparation, and after the rest had
gone home, one of them, Thomas Blakemore, stayed behind to gather
material fbr the new book. He stayed with Christopher Lindsey, one
of the Norwich Scholars, and was supposed to have copied surrepti-
tiously papers which his host had prepared for a book the Norwich
men intended to write themselves.

Whether true or false, the tale was believed, and caused much ill-
feeling in Norwich, so that when the Clavis did appear, the Norwich
Scholars were almost the only one of the leadyig provincial companies
that did not support it.

It would seem from the latest piece of information that the London
men, flushed with pride at the success of their long peal of Cinques,
determined to go to Norwich and ring another, so as to show off
before the men who had introduced Stedman Cinques, but had never
rung a peal of it.

The Norwich men always considered that they were at least as
good as any Londoners, and this challenge and the earlier incident
excited their strong resentment, so that, when the College Youths
arrived in the city, their reception was so unfriendly that a ‘ fracas’
took place between the rival parties and the College Youths returned
home in disgust.

It is a little strange that no memory should have survived of this
visit among the strong traditions preserved by Osborn of the ill-feeling
caused by the earlier visit, but the evidence of the contemporary
newspaper is quite good enough and certainly there was at least one
man ig Norwich who thought that the Londoners had not been fairlv
treated.

FIRE GUARDS FOR CITY CHURCHES.

The special committee recently set up by the Bishop of London,
~r- G. F. Fisher, for carrying on the work of the bombed City
churches is also to see that fire watchers are provided for churches
not already destroyed.

In some cases the staff of the church will assume the responsibility;
m others members of the regular congregation may take on the duty.
There remain a number for which It may be necessary to engage
Daid watchers. City church finances are, however, difficult, despite
éheldf_act that some vicarages have been converted and let as office
uildings.
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DSE OF CHURCH BELLS AS A WARNING.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS IN PARLIAMENT.

The widespread doubt which exists throughout the country as to
what part church bells are expected to play as warnings in the event
of a hostile invasion is shown by questions asked last week in the
House of Commons.

Mr Wedgwood (Soc.) asked what exactly was to be the alarm
signal for invasion, if anything was to precede the church bells,
especially in London, and if those in the Services or civilians were to
receive any general advice as to action or inaction, whether by day
or night, at work or at home.

Mr. Churchill: Mr. Wedgwood may be sure that these matters are
not neglected, but | hardly think they are conveniently dealt with
at this moment by question™ and answer in the House.

Mr. Wedgwood . The Prime Minister will realise, 1 hope, that it is
urgently important that the people of this country, civilians as well
as military people, should know what to do and what the signal should
be that starts the balloon going up (laughter).

Mr. Churchill : Exactly—and at the proper moment the information
will be imparted.

Mr. Thorne (Soc.) : Will the Prime Minister consider the advisability
of broadcasting as scon as he knows that invasion is coming?

Mr. Churchill : 1 have no doubt that some public comment will be
made (laughter).

The majority of people appear to think that if the enemy attempts
to land in this country all the church bells, wherever they are, will at
once be rung. This opinion seems to be shared not only by church
parsons and officials, but also by some of thfe civil and military
authorities.

This, howeven, was not the original intention as shown by the word-
ing of the order. It was to give notice to those concerned that enemy
forces had been landed or were being landed, by aeroplane or para-
chute from the air. Obviously it was to give a local and immediate
warning.

The exact wording of the Order is as follows :—

1. No person shall, in any area in Great Britain, sound any church
bell or cause or permit any church bell to be sounded, except for the
purpose of making a signal, in accordance with directions given by
a commissioned officer of His Majesty’s forces or the chief officer of
police for the area, to indicate that members of an enemy force are
landing or attempting to land or have landed from the air.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.
SUCCESSFUL MEETING AT IRTHLINGBOROUGH.

A most encouraging and satisfactory meeting of the Wfllingborough
Branch of the Peterborough Diocesan Guild was held at Irthling-
borough on Saturday* February 8th, when ringers and friends were
present from Finedon, Wellingborough, Higham Ferrers, Irchester,
Wilby, Mears Ashby, Easton Maudit, Wollaston, Bozeat, Earls Barton,
Burton Latimer, Warkton, Keystone, Addington and Surfleet, besides
members of the local band.

In the absence, through illness, of the Rector, the service was con-
ducted by the Rev. E. G. Elcock, curate at Finedon Parish Church,
who gave an interesting address. After referring to the Rector’s
illness, he said how pleased he was to see such a fine gathering,
despite present conditions, and went on to discuss the comparison of
our liees with those of the bells.

The organist was Mr. E. J. Holloway (Wollaston), and the collection
for belfrjr repairs amounted to 13s. 3d.

Tea was provided in the Co-operative Hall and 53 members sat down
to it, a much larger number than had been expected. The wives of
four of the local ringers worked hard for the comfort of the visitors.

At the business meeting which followed, the chair was taken by
the president, the Rev. J. H. Marlow.

As a token of respect to the late Rev. E. C. Thursfield and Mrs.
Thursfield, the members stood for a minute in silence, and sym-
pathetic reference was made to the illness of Mix A. H. Martin, of
Higham Ferrers.

For the next meeting it was decided to await an invitation to
Irchester, where Mr. C. Payne is trying to get the bells fitted with
silencers. 4

The secretary’'s report and balance sheet, which showed a balance
of £1 11s. 2d., were accepted. The membership now stood at four
honorary life, 11 honorary and 146 ringing members.

The officers were all re-elected as follows : President, the Rev. J. H.
Marlow: secretary, Mr. A. Biglev: Ringing Master, Mr. J. R. Main;
Branch Committee, Messrs. A. Y. Tyler, C. Payne and A. Boddington;
Central Committee, Messrs. G. Basford and A. Plowman. The auditor,
whose work was appreciated, was Mr. E. W. Johnson.

On the proposition of the president, it whs decided to form a com-
mittep to see that the bells, in towers vhere it was needed, could be
looked over occasionally, and Messrs. F. Barber, G. D. Deighton and
A. Bigley were appointed. Mr. Marlow suggested that it was ad-
visable to include particulars of peal boards in the church inventories.

After a vote of thanks, proposed by Mr. J. Mawby and seconded bv
Mr. F. Barber, to all concerned, had been passed, the climax of the
evening was the cinema display bv Mr. R. Richardson, of Surfleet.
The Australian tour and films of famous ringers were shown, and,
thanks to the friends from Glvn Garth, an instructive and very
interesting evening was spent. Handbells were used by some of the
visitors when time and opportunity permitted.
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THE CAMBRIDGE YOUTHS.
DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY.
By J. Armiger Trollope.

Some of the men who had rung in the first peal of
Grandsire Triples at Great St. Mary’s in 1724 took part in
the second in 1734; there were also John Ball, a gardener,
John Saville, a baker, and Samuel Roe, who rang the
tenor. Roe was a Master of Arts and Fellow Of Trinity.
He was afterwards Vicar of Stotfold, in Bedfordshire,
and the author of a controversial book written against
John Wesley and the Methodists, ‘ as the most probable
Means to banish corrupt Notions out of our Thoughts by
suppressing the wild and impure Torrent of Enthusiasm.’
He told the famous preacher and evangelist that ‘ your
principles, wherever you borrowed them from, are very
erronious and wicked.” Like all such books on dead and
gone religious controversies, it is exceedingly dry and
arid and totally unreadable.

Charles Mason attained to a position of considerable
dignity in college and university. He became Fellow of
Trinity in 1736, Doctor of Divinity in 1749, and Wood-
wardian Professor of Geology from 1734 to 1762. From
1760 to 1762 he was senior dean of Trinity, an office
which in later years was held by another distinguished
member of the Exercise, the Rev. A. H. Boughey, some-
time president of the Central Council.

Dr. Mason'’s interests were scientific rather than classic
when such a mental attitude was comparatively rare in
the English universities, and it was said of him that,
‘owing to his devotion to mechanical art generally, and
in particular in ringing, he sacrificed to Vulcan much
more than to the Graces.’

In the belfry of Downing College there are three manu-
script volumes which contain his notes and investigations
into change ringing. There is also a manuscript by him
in the British Museum, but it has no reference to ringing.
He died on December 18th, 1770, in his seventy-second
year. Henry Mulliner died on October 29th, 1785, in his
eighty-sixth year.

Another very distinguished member of the Cambridge
Youths was Richard Dawes who joined the society on
April 1st, 1931. He was 9 Leicestershire man bowi in
1708, near Market Bosworth. He matriculated at Em-
manuel College in 1726, and in due course graduated
B.A., became Fellow of his college and proceeded M.A.
He became a candidate for the office of Esquire Beadle
but was not elected, the reason being thus given by his
biographer. ‘When care for his health compelled him to
rouse himself out of the state of bodily inactivity* into
which his leisure and studies had brought him, he chose
bellringing as an exercise, and being of an athletic frame
of body and impelled in everything he engaged by such a
genius as could not stop at mediocrity, he quickly be-
came leader of the band, and carried the art to the highest
perfection.” But our author goes on to tell us that Mar-
garet, daughter and heir of John, Duke of Somerset,
grandson of John of Gaunt, was said to have bequeathed
a certain allowance of ale to the ringers of Great St.
Mary’s, *in which Dawes made no scruple of indulging
after a long lesson in campanology, and on such occa-
sions he seasoned the nut brown draughts with a spicing
of wit and humour in which he was rich and overflowing
when his spirits were high enough to bring him into the
kind of company in which he delighted.’

Dr. Paley’s father is cited as the authority for this
statement, and the writer goes on to say that this ‘ asso-
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ciating with companions unsuited to a gownsman, and
amusing them with humour and opinions which became
the subject of conversations and were at variance with
the prevailing opinions of the University led to his being
rejected when he offered himself for the office of Esquire
Beadle.’

This was written in 1828, and the author was judging
the early Cambridge Youths by the ringers and standards
of his own time. Dawes’ companions in the belfry in-
cluded Dr. Mason, the Reverend Samuel Roe, and the
Reverend Mr. Windle, besides a number of worthy and
respectable townsmen, but evidently he had strong and
not very complimentary opinions about some of the great
men in the University and was not gver particular as to
who should know it.

Dawes left Cambridge and became master of the Gram-
mar School at Newtastle-on-Tyne, but he was not a suc-
cess there, and his life was not a happy one. He ulti-
mately retired to Haworth, where he died in 1766 prac-
tically insane. He kept his love of ringing until his death,
though he took part in no peal. His claim to fame rests
on the fact that he was one of the greatest Greek scholars
England has ever produced. He joined the College
Youths in 1735.

Richard Dawes was one of those rare men who, both
in greatness and in weakness, stand outside ordinary
society, and cannot be judged by ordinary standards.

Readers of Jasper Snowdon’s history of Grandsire
Triples will perhaps remember that he quotes a letter
from John Webster, of Norwich, to Dr. Mason, in which
the writer says he had sent to the Rev. Mr. Windhall
‘an infallible rule how to make any proper peal on all
numbers that go with a quick hunt” The Mr. Windhall
referred to was William Windle, who was the son of a
grazier at Hadleigh, in Suffolk, and was admitted to
Caius College, Caimbridge, in the year 1724. He took
orders and held some preferments in the Church. He
was a man of considerable intellectual capacity, and wrote
a book entitled ‘* An Enquiry into the Immateriality of
Thinking Substance,” a philosophical and theological
treatise and a contribution to the deist controversy which
at the time was exercising the minds of thinking men.

Windle was among the subscribers to John Holt's
broadsheet, and was himself a composer. He was not the
least distinguished of the Cambridge Youths.

Throughout the eighteenth century the Society of Cam-
bridge Youths remained an active and flourishing com-
pany. It consisted mainly of tradesmen of the town,
with a number of professional men and some few Univer-
sity men.

Among Its members were James Griffiths, who was
Mayor of Cambridge, John Hazzard and John Robines,
members of the town council, Humphrey Argent, an
organ builder, and James Bennett, James Crowther, John
Hewitt, and William Robson, musicians and singers con-
nected with the choirs of the colleges and the parish
churches. Richard York was an attorney-at-law, and
John Bowman a parish clerk. Others were gardeners,
whitesmiths, leather cutters, ironmongers and members
of suchlike trades. One was a cook at King's College,
and another a baker at Trinity. Two or three were
undergraduates.

After the Grandsire Triples in 1734, the company had
little ambition in peal ringing, but in 1769 a misfortune
befel them which, in the end, stirred them to greater
activity.
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AN EARLY TWELVE BELL BAND

In that year the tenor at Great St. Mary’s was broken,
and Charles Day and a Mr. Paffs exerted themselves to
collect money for its restoration with such success that,
not only was the bell recast in September, but in the fol-
lowing year two trebles were added by Pack and Chap-
man to complete the full ring of twelve.

Cambridge was thus the .third provincial town to
possess a ring of twelve bells. The earliest, at York
Minster, was not suitable for change ringing, and had
already been replaced by a ring of ten.

Charles Day, who had joined the Society on May 31st,
1750, and was a surveyor of taxes, and a man of position,
now took the lead in the company. The band was already
a skilful one, and, not many months after the new bells
were hung, by ringing 5,610 changes of Grandsire Cinques
on Christmas Eve in the year 1770, they gained the
honour of being the first provincial company to score a
twelve-bell peal. It was rung six days after the death
of Charles Mason.

Charles Day rang the eleventh and called the bobs.
The other ringers were William Young, who was a
farrier, John Laughton, the Yeoman Beadle of the Uni-
versity, John Sanders, an ironmonger, John Incarsole,
William Robson, who was an organist, Joseph Gee, a
bookbinder .and stationer, Thomas Jones, a weaver, John
Hinkin, who is described as a gentleman, William
Greaves, a cabinet maker, Joseph Crowther, one of the
choirmen at Trinity and St. John’s Colleges, and Richard
Widnell, the cook of King’'s College.

John Incarsole was totally blind, but notwithstanding
‘' was remarkable for his extensive knowledge of the art-
of ringing and other musical professions.’
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BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
MEETING AT SILKSTONE.

Members of the Barnsley and District Society were present at the
meeting held on February 8tli at Silkstone from Cawthorne, Felkirk,
Hoylandswaine, Wath and the local company.

Handbells were rung in the afternoon and tea was followed by the
usual business meeting, with the president, Mr. E. Brookes, in the
chair. Mr. Chant moved the best thanks to the local secretary for the
splendid arrangements he had made and for arranging the splendid
tea which all had enjoyed so much.

The rest of the evening was spent in handbell ringing and social
intercourse. The methods practised were Grandsire Doubles, Plain,
Double and Treble Bob Minor, Grandsire Triples, Bob Major and
Plain and Gainsborough Major spliced.

It is hoped to arrange the next meeting at Darfield on Saturday,
March 8th. This will be announced in *The Binging World * in due
course.

GOOD STRIKING.
To the Editor.

Sir,—Reference has occasionally been made in *The Ringing World ’
to the excellent striking of St. Paul's Cathedral bells to Stedman
Cinques on Sundays, and | have not heard elsewhere anything to
equal it. \

Credit is due to the band for such fine performances, but it should
be noted that only Stedman is rung year m and year out.

The St. Mary-le-Tower, Ipswich, company, however, never knew
what was to be rung for the Sunday services until the bells were
raised, and a course of the Surprise Maximus method then decided
upon would be tapped off remarkably well.

If time permitted, a touch of Stedman or Grandsire Cinques would
immediately follow, but the striking of this, | must admit, was inferior
to that previously accomplished. W. J. G. BROWN.

40, Fuchsia Lane, Ipswich.
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MR. J. S. GOLDSMITH.

SERIOUS ILLNESS OF THE EDITOR.

J\Il readers of ‘ The*Ringing World ' will learn with
regret that the Editor, Mr. J. S. Goldsmith, was taken
seriously ill on Wednesday night in last week and had to
be moved at once to hospital.

A preliminary operation was successfully performed
during the early hours of the morning, and a major
operation will be necessary in the course of about 18 days.

Fortunately the trouble was tackled without any delay
and, although the matter is serious, no undue complica-
tions are feared.

The latest report as we go to press is that Mr. Gold-
smith’s condition is very satisfactory. Will any friends
who wish to enquire 'by telephone ring up Byfleet 370
after 7 p.m.?

BELFRY GOSSIP.

The Rev. C. E. Wieg, Vicar of Chearslev, and Deputy Master of
the Oxford Diocesan Guild, is to be married at Hayes Parish Church
on February 24th. The good wishes of his many friends in the Exer-
cise and particularly in the Oxford Diocesan Guild will go out to him
on that aay.

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Hough, whose wedding is announced on an-
other page, have both been ringers at Knutsford for about ten years.

After the haiidbell peal at Reading, the band were entertained to
tea by Mr. and Mrs. Wiggins, and touches of Stedman Triples and
Bob Major were rung. The umpire, Mr. R. T. Hibbert, tells us that
he was very pleased with the quality of the striking.

The ' Mad Bend ' reciprocates the good wishes of Paymaster Lieut.
C. Glenn, R.N.V.R., and expresses earnest hope for an early reunion.

If sufficient funds are available it is intended to take down the
bells of St. Clement Danes and store them in a safe place until the
end of the war. The church has already twice suffered from enemy
action.

On the grounds, evidently, that if you make up your mind to do a
thing it is as good as done, so why not say it is done? ‘ Observator,
who contributes a weekly column to ‘' The Observer,” writes as follows
in last Sunday’s issue :(—

It is pleasant to know that the Bells of St. Clement’s, so famous in
legend and nursery rhyme, are now safely buried beyond reach of
the Hun, not to be resurrected till the bells of London unite in ringing
Hitler out to his own place. There are some ghosts who should make
a point of being present on the occasion : the Doctor himself, whose
church at Streatham and whose workroom at Gough Square have both
been desecrated; Canute (as representing the Danes), Mrs. Thrale
(for old acquaintance sake), Nell Gwynn (for the oranges). As for
the lemons, they might stand for our answer to Hitler.

By the way, St. Clement Danes has for a number of years claimed
to be the St. Clement's whos<? bells talk about ‘' oranges and”lemons,’'
but we doubt if there is any real authority for the claim. We should
like to know who was the author of that famous nursery rhyme and
when it first appeared. Can any of our readers enlighten us?

In a recent air raid the Church of St. Alary Redcliffe, which, accord-
ing to tradition, was said by Queen Elizabeth to be ' the fairest parish
church in England,” and which contains a noble ring of twelve bells,
was hit by a high explosive bomb as well as by incendiaries. Happily
no serious damage was done.

Nathan J. Pitstow, of Saffron Walden, one of the best known com-
posers of an earlier generation, died on February 18th, 1914, at the
age of 67.

The year 1777 was one of the most notable in the whole history of
change ringing. Among other events the famous long peal contest
between the College Youths and the Cumberlands was then at its
height. On February 17th the former secured the record for Treble
Ten by ringing 10,000 changes at Shoreditch. They lost it in the
following May and regained.it nine days later by ringing 11,080
changes.

Henry Haley, for many years a leading London ringer, and, m
the end, the principal bob caller in the Ancient Society of College
Youths, was born at Bethnal Green on February 19th, 1819.

On the same date in 1751, John Holt called a peal of Grandsire
Caters for the Union Scholars at St. Martin’s-in-tbe-Fields.

The Oxford University Guild was formed on February 20tli, 1872.

Mr. W. H. Barber performed a remarkable feat at Gateshead on
February 21st, 1908, when he rang and conducted a peal of Stedman
Triples blindfolded.

iSfty years ago to-day ten peals were rung. They consisted of
Grandsire Triples 2, Union Triples 1, Stedman Triples 1, Bob Major
1, Canterbury Pleasure Major 1, Kent Treble Bob Major 2, Oxford
Treble Bob Major 2.



February 21st, 1941.

LOST LONDON BELLS.

THE FATE OF THE RING AT CRIPPLEGATE.

Whenever it is announced that a church has been damaged in an
air raid, ringers naturally wonder whether it is one of those they
know and what has been the fate of the bells.

For obvious reasons, particulars cannot often be published or names
given until the lapse of some weeks, but now and then the authorities,
very wisely, release full details almost as soon as the disaster has
happened. Thus we were Enabled to let our readers know of the
fate of the bells at St. Bride's, Fleet Street, St. Lawrence Jewry, St.

There were other churches which suffered about the same time.
They were mentioned by name, but it was difficult to ascertain exactly
what had happened to the bells. Of them the best known are St.
Giles', Cripplegate, and St. John’'s, Waterloo Road.

The worst has, we f~ar, happened to Cripplegate bells. The whole
parish was practically destroyed, nothing is now left in the surround-
ing district but ruined walls, and any approach to the church is
impossible.

A person whose connection with the church enabled him to visit
the ruin writes as follows: *The church and vicarage have only the
walls standing, the™tower was burnt out, and the cupola has gone. As
far as | can see, some of the bells' must have crashed, but have not
fallen right through. All the woodwork, including the stairs, has
gone. In the church there is nothing left, everything that could burn
or melt has gone, including the peal board at the west entrance.’

The board referred to was one erected at the base of the tower by
the Vicar and churchwardens to record a peal of Stedman Cinques

(Continued in next column.)
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FAMOUS NORWICH RINGERS.
3.—PECKOVER HILL.
Another little known name, yet one of a capable ringer, and of a

well-to-do and respected man of business. He was married at St.
Michael's, Coslany, on July 14th, 1795, to-Ann Russell, and was buried
at tjie same church on September 29th, 1850, aged 75.

He was ‘' Headman ' of the Mancroft Company in 1821 and also in
1845, but whether uninterruptedly between those years I am not able
to say. So far as | can trace, he rang in only six peals, and, oddly
enough, they were all of different kinds :—

1809.-5,040 Bob Major, at St. Giles'. »
1813.—6,272 Oxford Treble Bob Major, at St. Giles*.
1817.—5,016 Double Norwich Maximus, at St. Peter’s.
1827.-5,040 Oxford Treble Bob Royal, at St. Peter’s.
1851.—6,160 Double Norwich Major, at St. Michael’s.
1852.—6,000 Double Oxford Major, at St. Giles'.

In addition, in 1851 he rang in 4,884 Stedman Cinques, when the
bells ‘came home a course too soon, owing to a mistake on the part
of Samuel Thurston, who was calling it.

Although the following, taken from the
outside the province of a ringing journal,
of the times in his day.

‘ Norfolk Chronicle,” is
it is interesting as a sample

‘ DISCLAIMER’

‘We are particularly requested to state that the name of Mr.
Peckover Hill, Manufacturer, of St. Michael's at Coslany, was
introduced into the list of the Manufacturers who have declared
their adhesion to the cause of Messrs. Gurney and Ker without
his knowledge or sanction, and in direct opposition to the prin-
ciples which it is well known he professes. If this (sarys our
correspondent) is to be deemed a specimen of the art of getting
up addresses and requisitions, as practised by the Reformers of
Norwich (which there is every reason to suppose it is), we must
say this much, that we think a winning party would never use
such paltry means to impose upon the credulity of the public,
and of the gentlemen who have offered themselves as candidates
for the honour of representing t-heir interests in the Reformed
House of Commons.'

ERIN DOUBLES.
THE PROBLEM OF COMPOSITION.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The following notes do not profess to be in any sense
exhaustive, but, written as they are in non-technical language, they
may be of some help to ‘' Puzzled’

In the first place, Erin is based on the slow six of three bells, viz. :

125 If bobs are called in the interior of the six, this three bell work
215 is necessarily disturbed. Indeed, any six-score that could be
251 obtained would break up the three-bell work to such an extent
521 that all resemblance to Erin would be lost. So we may lay it
512 down as an obligation that bobs be called only at the parting
152 of the sixes.

A true six-score of Erin would consist of 20 sixes, 10 of them being
positive and ten negative. To avoid repetition each of the positive
sixes (the same applying to the negative sixes) must have a different
pair of bells in 4-5. The pairs»in the Plain Course are 55, 51, 12, 24,
45. Thus there remain to be introduced 52, 25, 54, 41 and 15. These
same pairs must also all be used once and once only in the negative
half. Further, in starting from rounds, all rows will be positive
which are produced plain or bobbed. After one, or any odd number
of Singles, all rows will be negative: after an even number of Singles
the rows will be positive.

If a Bob be made between* any two sixes by a third’s place instead
of fifth's, the same pair of bells will be kept in 4-5, the result Being
that the last six changes will be repeated, though in a different order.
Taking this in conjunction with what has been written above, it
follows that the use of Bobs is altogether excluded, and we are con-
fined to the employment of Singles alone if we are to get a true
six-score.

With the problem thus reduced to its simplest terms, ‘ Puzzled ' may
like to try his hand at obtaining a six-score with Singles only; but-
I fear he will not succeed in getting one true. (Perhaps | ought to
add that a pair bells, e.g., 2 and 5, can appear at the six-end as
either 25 or 52, so long as each pair occurs once and once only in the
positive and negative portions respectively.)

Also Sirgles can be called on the bells in 4-5 in the interior of *tlie
six without disturbing the three-bell works. S. POWELL.

Staverton Vicarage, Daventry.

(Continued from previous column.)

rung by the Middlesex Association on May 6th, 1955, in honour of the
silver jubilee of King George V. It was conducted by Mr. C. T. Coles.

The Church of St. John, Waterloo Road, was hit by a high explo-
sive bomb some time ago and seriously damaged. The roof has gone
and all the interior fittings, but the men who built this did their
work well -and the walls stand. The tower and spire appear to be
the least damaged part of the building. The louvres are still in the
windows of the bell chamber, and if they are of wood, and not slate
or stone, it is probable that the'bells are safe.

The six bells at St. Vedast's, Foster Lane, may have come through
untouched. The very fine steeple, Wren'’s latest and one of. his best,
appears to be all right, though the church itself is gutted.
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE BELL-CAGE.

WOOD FRAMES THROUGH THE CENTURIES
i (Continued from page 80.) i
Following the two improvements mentioned in the last

issue, the next noticeable stage in the development of the

bell cage was to d> away with the brace ties and
their framing. The heads were then lengthened to that
of Jhe sills, what was formerly the brace tie being

framed on to the ends of the heads and becoming the
head of the end frame (Fig. 8). The cage for three at
Iford is an example of this type. It contains three bells
of early fifteenth cen-
tury date, probably
the same age as the
cage. There is a
dated example, 1652
A.D., of this type of
cage at Dilhorn,
Stafford. The sills
show it is a late
example, as the
plates are missing.
The average height
of this type is about
five feet, but as time
passes the cages get
lower and lower until in the nineteenth century they
reach the other extreme.

The head struts or jack braces were next discarded
(Fig. 9) and replaced by end-posts, and at the same time
the braces were housed into both head and centre-post
(Fig. 10), which again proved a retrograde step. The
cage at Botolph's is a fine example of this type; it con-
tains a ring of three cast in 1536. By now it was usual
to brace the end frames as is shown in Fig. 10.

At this time the carpenters often moulded the edges of
the grooves or sinkings in both heads and centre posts.
A most elaborate example is to be seen at South Mailing,
where there is a cage that was evidently intended for a
ring of four, but only the tenor pit was completed. The

braces were again
lowered and fixed
only to the centre
post.

It is here that we
come across the first

dated cages. Bur-
ham, Kent, is an
example, dated

1632; there are also

two in Sussex, at
East Dean, near
fd >0 Chichester, and
Rustington, dated

1655 and 1671 respectively. Rustington appears to be a
reconstruction of an earlier type.

The next, development seems to do away with the end
posts, a dated example is at Newick, in 1682. A most
important step was next taken. The carpenters for
several centuries had kept on moving the position of the
top joint of the braces. At last they broke away from
tradition and the brace was fixed direct to both head
and sill. At Donnington is a transitional type with
braces from head to sill and retaining the centre-post. |
am inclined to regard this cage as a local reconstruction
of an earlier cage of the same type. Bury has a cage,
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containing bells of late sixteenth and early seventeenth
century date, which has dispensed with the centre-post
altogether; a bold step, but one in the right direction.
Up to the present type the bells have, as a rule, been
hung in a row, generally roped the'same way, especially
in the earlier examples.

A great advance is shown in tfie cage at Beddingham,
dated 1709. It is for a ring of four, each pit is placed
against a side of the tower, leaving a space in the centre.
The bells are roped the same way, but by the fact of be-
ing in a_circle greatly reduce the strain on the tower.
The plates under the sills have been dispensed with, and
instead, the sills are
framed together like
the heads, the braces
being stiffened by a
set of jack braces at
the top (Fig. 11).

By the mid-18th
century another set
of jack braces were
introduced from the
centre of the sill to
the main braces. The
jack braces were dispensed with by the nineteenth cen-
tury, it being again found, as in the fifteenth century,,
that many joints were a source of weakness. Perhaps
the greatest advance,
since dispensing with
the centre-post, was
to bolt the head
braces and sills to-
gether with long ver-
tical bolts, instead of
relying on the draw
bore pin. The day
of loose joints in the
truss of a bell-cage
had gone for ever,
provided the steeplekeeper did his job.

It is difficult to see where any improvement can be
made in the modern timber cage (Fig. 12). When
given the attention it deserves, it does its job as well as
any of iron or steel, and, what is more, will outlast them
by centuries. He would indeed be a rash man who
prophesied that the modern steel cage will last for 700
years like some of the examples that we have been con-
sidering. Even now, some of these metal frames look
rather sick, having barely reached the half a century
mark. The timber cage has been tried, proved, and
found not to be wanting.

fiA 1

G. P. E1pnick.

MR. C. KENNETH LEWIS' EXTENTS.
To the Editor.

Sir,—By geiieral consent greater latitude is permitted in methods
on five bells than in those on the higher numbers to compensate in
some degree for the small scope offered byt Doubles. But there are
limits. 1 can hardly believe that either the Central Council or pra\I'
tical five-bell ringers will countenance a call (Mr. Lewis’ so-callea
Single) which alters the work of every one of the five bells.

If this is Erin---—--- » . E. S. POWELL.

TREBLE BOB AND CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE.
A COMPARISON.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I do not think what Mr. C. W. Woolley says about Treble
Bob should go without being contradicted. Treble Bob is a good
method, and Cambridge Surprise, which Mr. Woolley and others seem
to think so much of, is only Treble Bob spoiled. AtJeast. it is so
muiically. A COUNTRY RINGER.
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
THE OPINIONS OF THE INDIVIDUAL RINGER.

In the long run a method is good or bad in so far as
it fulfils well or ill two distinct purposes. One is to pro-
vide something which will interest the men who are prac-
tising it, the other to produce music which will satisfy
the ears of the people who are outside the belfry as well
as those who are inside. For neither of these two can
there be an absolute standard. What interests one man
or one band will not necessarily interest another man or
band; and opinions and tastes differ widely as to what is
good music in bellrin®ing. We have, however, the ex-
perience of the Exercise during more than two centuries
to guide us, and there are some general principles and
considerations which are worth studying in this connec-
tion.

Therie are several features in change ringing which
attract the ringer and make it worth while for him.
There is the physical delight of handling a bell, there is
the aesthetic delight of music and rhythm, and there is
the intellectual delight of performing a more or less in-
tricate method. To the majority, perhaps, the last is the
most important.

When a band attempts a peal they set themselves to
accomplish two tasks. One of them, which is the busi-
ness of the band as a whole, including the composer and
the conductor, is to ring a given number of changes with-
out ever repeating a single one. No ringer by himself
can ensure that; he does not know what changes actually
are rung, and he does not- concern himself about the
matter.

What does concern him is the particular work which
he himself must do, and his business is to see that in
doing it he makes no mistake.

A method, therefore, can be looked at and judged in
two-ways. It can be considered as a means of producing
true changes and it can be looked at as a means of giving
the individual ringer a definite work.

When we study the one, we use the figures which re-
present a lead; when we study the other we use the
skeleton course. They are equally important and, indeed,
complementary to each other. As the old records used
to say, a peal must be without the repetition of a single
change and with never a bell out of course.

Many men at different times have attempted to set up
standards and to lay down rules to decide what should
be considered as a good method, but in the majority of
cases their opinions have been spoilt because they have
judged entirely from the lead and ‘ignored the skeleton
course.

For the individual ringer a peal really amounts to a
long-drawn-out and complicated journey through the
other bells. This idea of a journey and of movement is
the idea which did in fact create the art of change ring-
ing and which still dominates it from first to last. Yet
curiously enough it has been totally overlooked by most
of those experts who have done so much by their work
and their writing to'develop the scientific side of ringing.

As soon as we recognise this idea of ringing as a jour-
ney we can see that the things which attract and interest
the ringer are very similar to those which attract and in-
terest him when he is taking a physical walk across
country.

When we go for a walking tour, what are the things
we most desire? They are variety, novelty, comfort,
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good companionship, and enough difficulty to give us at
our journey's end the satisfaction of having done some-
thing. Sometimes we forgo the comfort for the sake of
the difficulty; sometimes we shirk the difficulty for the
sake of the comfort. We are just like that when we go
for a peal, and we react to our surroundings in a quite
similar way.

The things we most of all try to avoid in our physical
journey are monotony and boredom. No one would wil-
lingly walk, for instance, along a French military road
that goes mile after mile across the country as straight
as a rule. It is the quickest way, no doubt, to get from
one place to another, but it is killing. So, too, in a
method the one deadly sin is monotony.

But it is not easy to say offhand what does crcatc
monotony in a method. It used to be the fashion some
years ago to talk about the monotony of the long courses
of Treble Bob, and to praise in contradistinction the
short courses of Duffield and Forward. General experi-
ence has reversed that verdict. The great popularity of
Treble Bob during two centuries is sufficient evidence
that the majority of ringers have not found it mono-
tonous, though sdme may have done so. And Duffield
and Forward, for all their apparent advantages, haye
failed justs,because they did prove monotonous in use.
Those methods should be a warning to us not to give a
final judgment on any method before it has stood the test
of actual practice.

The marked decline in the popularity of Superlative,
which once was so highly praised, may confidently be
attributed to the monotony of the five-pull dodges, and
the same thing spoilt the chances of Double Oxford Bob
and Norfolk Surprise, both of which at one time were
likely candidates for the honour of being included among
the standard methods.

Now, among the newer and as yet fully untried Sur-
prise methods there are several which have four-pull
dodging behind or in front. Some of them seem to have
the necessary qualities for a standard method. W:ill this
four-pull dodging bar them? It is difficult to say. We
have had considerable experience of these methods, and
to us a four-pull dodge does not seem to be so very ex-
cessive, but that may be accounted for by the novelty of
the thing.

Variety, which is the antithesis of monotony, was the
first thing we said was desirable in our walking tour,
and we appreciate the same thing in our journey through
a peal. Variety is not the same thing as difficulty, for
there is plenty of variety in Double Norwich Major, for
instance, but very little difficulty.

When William Pye’s band was ringing their series of
Spliced Surprise Major peals, one of the methods given
them was Peterborough. Peterborough, on the face of it,
should be an excellent method, but the work consists
largely of backward hunting in the four front positions
and then backward hunting in the four hind positions.
The method was included in one of the peals, and pre-
viously the band thought they would like to ring a five-
thousand of it. They had one attempt, but the method
proved so uninteresting from lack of variety (though it
was by no means an easy method) that they all agreed it
was not worth ringing to a peal.” Variety, and not par-
ticularly difficulty, is the great attraction in spliced
ringing.

(Continued on next page.)
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REMINISCENCES.

BY A VETERAN NOT QUITE SO TOUGH.

The reminiscences of *A Tough Veteran' are interesting and give
Q@ chance for others to follow up. *What brought me into touch
with bells and ringers?’ he asks and answers.

My own beginnings were much more clear-cut than his, and hang
on two incidents only. The first was a great national rejoicing, and
the second a muffled peal. The 1887 Jubilee celebrations made up a
great day. As a chorister | took part in a civic service at the Cathe-
dral, where a massed choir from the parish churches was accompanied
by the fine band of a regiment of Hussars quartered in the city. For
this service the Cathedral organist had composed a Te Deum in B
flat, and it opened with a long roll on the drums. The effect was
electric, and | can hear those drums now.

A sumptuous lunch followed the service, and then, as a schoolboy,
I was due to take part with thousands of other scholars in a children’'s
fete in the Market Square, during which we sang the National Anthem,
4God bless the Prince of Wales,’ etc.

A big church dominates the square, and, as we were assembling,
these bells were doing their part with a vengeance!

Like the roll of the drums, the firing of the bells made an in-
delible impression on me, and for days after | wondered how the job
was worked. No one could tell me, for, like 4Tough Veteran,” |1 had
no forebears or relatives in the business, but | kept on thinking about
it. Jubilee Day didn't mean to me Queen Victoria, but rather the
roll of military drums and the firing of bells!

Two years went by, and one evening | crossed the same square, and
heard booming out of the big tower some very different sounds to
those of Jubilee Day. It greatly attracted me, and | asked bystanders
what it meant. One said he thought it was a «iuffled peal for some-
one recently dead. | stayed until the end of tlie ringing, and on my
way home determined to find out about this bellringing and to become
a ringer myself. The following morning the local newspaper told its
readers the muffled peal was to the memory of one of the city clergy
who was also secretary to the Diocesan Association of Ringers.

Fate must have had a hand in it, for less than 13 years after the
muffled peal | became secretary of that same association! But that
is getting ahead of the story. My mind fixed on becoming a ringer,
I made enquiries of a friendly parish clerk, and found the ringers of
the city had a whole series of towers at their disposal, which they
visited as fancy took them. The ring of twelve in the Market Square
was headquarters with a fortnightly practice, but there was no Sun-
day ringing anywhere.

So when | heard bells going | tracked tliem down, and sometimes
saw men going in or coming out of the steeple doors. Once or twice
someone would say, ‘Hallo! You here again?’ which was not very
encouraging to me with strong ambitions burning under my waistcoat!

Months of this sort of thing went on, and harvest festival, 1890,
time arrived. At a church with a fine ring of 6ix the ringers met one
night in September to ring for the festival. | plucked up courage
and followed the men up the stairs and watched the ringing, and
afterwards a gruff member of the company asked if I was interested
and would like to become a ringer. | jumped at it, and he at once
wrote me out a lot of figures and arranged to meet me the next night
to start teaching me to pull a bell. He, like all his comrades, was a
stickler for mastery and style, and no one had a chance of ringing
rounds or changes until it was certain the ringer, and not the bell,
was top dog. Unfortunately this sort of thing lias somewhat died
away!

I still have the dates of my early efforts. Thus | find, on tower
bells; September 24th, 1890, first attempt at pulling a bell; February
9th, 1891. first course of Bob Minor; May Iltli, 1891, first 720; February
18th, 1892. first 1,008 Bob Major; and February 29th, 1892, first 5,040,
seven 720's Bob Minor. A good deal of handbell ringing was also
done during this period, which helped enormously.

By present-dav standards my progress was absurdly slow, but, look-
ing back, | am glad | was so well 4blooded,’ and taught that striking
was the thing.

I also feel glad that most of my ringing has been done without the
help of 4expert’ conductors, a species | look upon with suspicion.
It 1s better to ring in a peal where one man 4calls the bobs’ than
when the whole band is ‘conducted ' by the conductor!

THE STANDARD METHODS.
(Continued from previous page.)

One thing which strongly appeals to many travellers
is rapidity of movement, and we get the same attraction
in peal ringing. Much of the good quality of London
Surprise lies in the fact that a bell is always freely on
the move, and the same thing in a different degree marks
out Rutland, but on the other hand the fact that in
Double Oxford Bob a £ell goes from front to back and
from back to front only once in a course, has a lot to do
with the failure of the method to become a popular one.
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A LETTER FROM SOUTH AFRICA.

FIRST STEPS IN HANDBELL RINGING.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I would first like to say what a pleasure it is to me to
receive 4The Ringing World,” which | always read from cover to cover.
Several questions in particular in recent issues have interested me.

Concerning the ban on bells it should not be very difficult to fix up

lan electric mechanism in each tower, so that by means of contacts
eplaced at appropriate points on the bell-wlieels, handbells hung in the
belfry could .be made to sound at exactly the same moment as the
tower bell would have done. This is admittedly a poor substitute
for the real thing, but as there doesn't appear to be any prospect
of the ban being lifted soon, it would serve to keep the bells going
till happier times, and even then would be' useful on occasions when
the bells could not otherwise be rung—for ejfample, due to illness close
to the church.

Readers may be interested to hear of the experience of a beginner
on handbells. | had always looked on handbell ringing as beyond my
capabilities, but as change ringing on tower bells in South Africa is
practically unknown and | happened to get hold of a set of handbells
quite cheaply, | naturally turned my attention to it. | failed to
interest my friends in change ringing, but a few months back I met
a clergyman and his sister who are experienced handbell ringers. We
tackle Bob Minor, and | take 1-2 generally. | studied the work of
those two bells in a plain course ana we had our first practice.

| forget if we rang the plain course at the first attempt, but we
were going for touches later on that same evening. Unfortunately,
we are unable to meet regularly for practice (which | can see is
essential if progress is to be made), and the result is that we have
not yet. rung a 720, but the few practices have taught me that to ring
Bob Minor, at any rate on handbells, does not require the superhuman
brain power | had imagined was necessary.

I find a practice tiring if there has been mo”~e than a week’s interval
since the last, otherwise it is a vigorous mental exercise and'very
exhilarating.

Last Sunday | rang the 6th to call changes at St. Paul's, Durban,
a church which is mentioned under 4Bells Abroad ' in your issue of
July 19th, 1940. The conductor doesn’t seem to have much difficulty
in getting together a band, as nine turned up, excluding myself, on
Sunday evening. All of the ringers at St. Paul's Church learnt to
ring there, and-have rung nowhere else. They are keen and | should
like to help them to learn change ringing, but Durban is over 400
miles from Johannesburg, and this makes any attempt of mine to
help them impossible, unless it can be done by correspondence.

In one of Mr. Trollope’s articles he mentions a ringer named Dovey,
who was ringing at St. Thomas' Church, Stourbridge, in the years
1770 to 1780. It is quite possible this man is an ancestor of, mine, as
my father’s mother, who was born in Kidderminster about 1840, was
a Miss Dovev before her marriage.

Wishing 4The Ringing*World ' continued success.

C. CHAMBERS.

16, Merlin Street, Kensington, Johannesburg, South Africa.

DEATH OF TWO COSELEY RINGERS.

As briefly mentioned in our last issue, Mr. Benjamin Gough, of
Castle Road, Tipton, passed away on Sunday, January 25th, at the
age of 70 after a long and painful illness. He had been a ringer
since 1887, ringing at Christ Church, Coseley, for many years, and
later at St. Thomas’, Dudley. During his long illness he was always
talking of the happy hours he had spent in ringing famous peals in
different churches in the Midiands.

Mr. A. E. H. Law, who was for long a
band, died on February 9th at the age of 75.
suffered from rheumatism and had to give
still took a keen interest in it until the time

member of the Coseley
For many years he had
*p bellringing, but he
of his death.

MARRIAGE.
HOUGH—NORBURY.—On February 15th, at Knuts-
ford Parish Church, by the Rev. Norman Hook, Ronald,
youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Hough, of 12,
Hayton Street, to Ruth, youngest daughter of Mrs. and
the late Mr. George Norbury, of 26, Tabley Grove,
Knutsford.

BELL. ROPES

MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX.
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT
CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. 'Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM
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‘ The Ringing World ' can be sent direct by post from
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

February 2ist,

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Next
meeting at Bushey, Guides’ Studio, Falconer Road, on
Saturday, February 22nd. Meeting time 3.45. Excellent
opportunity to practise method ringing on handbells. Com-
fortable room, social chat. Tea arranged. All interested
in the hobby of change ringing are welcome.—C. H.
Horton, 53, Aldenham Road, Bushey.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.—The
annual meeting will be held in the Church Room, Hart-
field, on Saturday, February 22nd, at 3 p.m. Business
meeting at 3.30. No arrangements for tea. Come along
and meet old friends and have a social afternoon to-
gether. Handbells available.—C. A. Bassett, Assist.
Sec., 3, Pendrill Place, Wadhurst, Tunbridge Wells.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.—Elloe Deaneries
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at Spalding
on Saturday, February 22nd. Service 3.30. Tea 4.30
at the Lincoln Arms Hotel (near High Bridge), followed
by meeting and social evening. Bring your wives and
sweethearts.— W . A. Richardson, Hon. Sec., Glenside,
Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs. ,

DEVON GUILD.— Exeter Branch.— The annual meet-
ing will be held on Saturday, February 22nd, at Deller’s
Cafe, High Street, Exeter. Tea 4.30, free to members.
Business meeting to follow.—W . H. Howe, Hon. Sec,,
8, Courtenay Road, Exeter.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next meet-
ing will be held at Liversedge on Saturday, Feb. 22nd.
Handbells from 3 p.m., in the Old Oak Inn, Bradford
Road. Business meeting 4.30 p.m. A good muster is
requested.— H. Lofthouse, Hon. Sec., 8, Wortley Road,
Leeds, 12.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—Chertsey Dis-
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at Her-
sham on Saturday, February 22nd, beginning at 3 p.m.
Handbells available, but owing to present circumstances
no tea can be arranged. All members are requested to
attend if possible.— F. E. Hawthorne, 39, Queen’s Road,
Thames Ditton.

ST. MARTIN’'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755).— The 53rd annual
Hehry Johnson Commemoration will be held at the Im-
perial Hotel, Temple Street, Birmingham, on Saturday,
March ist. Owing to prevailing conditions this will be
a luncheon to commence at 1.30 p.m. prompt, Vice-Presi-
dent Councillor A. Paddon Smith in the chair. Tickets
will be issued to fully paid-up members at is. each; to
other members and friends at 5s. 6d. each. All applica-
tions for tickets must be received by Saturday, February
22nd. Apply T. H. Reeves, Hon. Sec. 136, Newton
Road, Sparkhill, Birmingham, 11.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — Northern Division.—A
meeting of this division will be held at Bocking on Satur-
day, March ist. Six ‘silent ’ bells available from 2 p.m.
Service at 4 p.m., followed by tea and business meeting.
Handbells also available. It is necessary to elect two
members for the general committee, so members please
make an effort to be present. Please see that we have a
better attendance than at the annual meeting. Names for
tea should be sent no later than Wednesday, February
26th, to Hilda G. Snowden, Hon. Dis. Sec., 3, Bell Vue,
Hedingham Road, Halstead, Essex.
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OXFORD DIOCESAN' GUILD.—North Bucks
Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at H”gslope
on Saturday, March ist. Handbells 3 p.m. Service 3.30,
followed by tea and meeting. Will those requiring tea
please notify me by Monday, February 24th? A good
attendance desired.-——R. H. Howson, Hon. Sec., 19,
Greenfield Road, Newport Pagnell, Bletchley.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO-
CIATION.— Cheltenham Branch.—The annual meeting
will be held on Saturday, March ist, at the Gloucester-
shire Dairy Cafe, Promenade, Cheltenham. W:ill friends
meet at above from 4 p.m.? Tea 4.30 sharp. We hope
to have some good handbell practice, as some of our
London friends are in the district. | must have names
for tea by February 26th.—Walter Yeend, -Millfield,
Tewkesbury Road, Cheltenham.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN , GUILD.—West Dorset
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at Beaminster
on Saturday, March ist. Tower bells available with the
‘ Seage silent apparatus ' from 3 p.m. Service at 4.30,
to be followed by tea and meeting. Please notify for tea
by Monday, the 24th inst—C. H. Lathey, Sec., Mal-
maison, Bradpole, Bridport.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.—
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, March ist.
Members will meet at the Two Brewers, Shoe Lane,
E.C.4, at 2.30. Business meeting and handbells at 3
o’clock at»is, Farringdon Avenue, E.C.4.—A. B. Peck,
Hon. Sec., Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Hinckley
District.— Members and friends are invited to meet at
the Heathcote Arms, Croft, at 6 p.m. on Saturday, March
ist, for the usual monthly meeting. Handbells, etc.—
W. A. Wood, Dis. Sec., Fosseway, Croft, near Leicester.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Western Division.—
The annual district meeting will be held at Guiseley on
Saturday, March 8th. Handbells available in Parish Hall
from 1.30. Ramble arranged to commence 3 o’clock.
Tea at approximately 5 p.m. No charge to those who
send in names by Tuesday, March 4th, to Mr. F. W.
Dixon, 1, Greenshaw Terrace, Guiseley. Business meet-
ing at approximately 6 o’clock. Election of officers, etc.
Annual reports now available.— F. Rayment, Dis. Sec.,
Bramley.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO-
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— A quarterly meeting
will be held at the Haymarket Hotel (opposite St. James-
in-the-Horsefair), on Saturday, March 8th. Handbells
2.45 p.m. Tea and meeting 4 p.m.— A" Tyler, Hon. Sec,,
5, Addison Road, Victoria Park, Bristol, 3.

SURREY ASSOCIATION.— North-Western District.
— The annual district meeting will be held at Leatherhead
on Saturday, March 15th. Bells available at Parish
Church in afternoon if required. Service 4 p.m. Tea at
the Duke’s Head at 5 p.m., followed by business meeting.
Handbells, etc., available afterwards. Names for tea
must be sent to Mr. Arthur Dean, 24, Church Walk,
Leatherhead, by Tuesday, March nth.— G. W . Massey,
Hon. Dis. Sec.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—The annual general
committee meeting will be held in Reading (D.V.) on
Saturday, March 22nd, at the Central Girls’ Club, 29,
Chain Street (opposite St. Mary’s Church House), at
3.15 p.m. It is hoped that all branches will be repre-
sented.— Richard T. Hibbert, Gen. Sec., 69, York Road,
Reading.
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The Central Council Publications

TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE
from the
Rev. E.S. POWELL, Staverton Vicarage, Daventry

COLLECTION OF PEAIfi—Section 1. (Odd-BeU Trebl* d JOHN PRlTCHARD (%) IJ:d.

Dominated Methods) ...

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section 1Il. (Plain Bob and LO U G H B O R O U G H

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES'

NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
Eat. 1820 Tel. 3400

Double OXfOrd B OD) ...t v 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS-Section HI. (Double Norwich) ... 9 Oraer your Bell Ropea now, before pHoea inorease,
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET ismed free with the above collections pre-war quality, and sand us your old Bell Ropoa
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ... 1 O for repairs whilst lot in use.
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.AB.ccciiies e 6 o
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF Clock and Chiming Ropes
BELLS .iii e, [ 11 Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples . 3
Cambridge Surprise Major — ............ 2 RINGING MAT8 AND BBLL MUFFLERS
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ..., 2
HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS . 2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .o 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New H I f H
Eaition) oo A MINOR METHODS Te » o Sultable for Presentation or

. Wedding Gift
The Jasper Snowdon Series cyety iodeved BELL IKKSTAKD a  in Solid Wlw

REVISED PRICES.

" ROPE-SIGHT," Is. 10d.; ninth edition; ISO pages; treats Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.

' GRANDSIRE, 2s. 10d.: second edition; 204 pages, commencing on
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.
‘' STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. 10d.
‘ STEDMAN, 2s. 10d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof ana composition.
TREBLE BOB,’ Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
*SURPRISE METHODS," 2s. I0d. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P.
Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams, 126 pages.
All post free, on receipt of postal order, from Diameter 2}in 2JIn, 8lia. 3iin,  4in. 4%in. Mn. 5iln.
MUBb MARGARET E. SNOWDON Prie 18/S says 28/8 S3/8 42/. 82/8 S7/8 78/8

Woodlands Newb Bridge Ulverston Lanos The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
' y ' ' Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

PUBLICATION S, T.E. RUSSELL .4 optician

‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply
Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, Telephone 276 W O KIN G
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,” 2nd
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
address as above. SMITH Of DERBY

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR, for those
about to begin more advanced methods.  7jd. each, for Church and Turret Clocks
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, Electric or Weight Driven
Wonersh, Surrey.
Makers of many famous clocks, in-
cluding St. Paul’'s Cathedral, London,

and throughout the world.

John Smith & Sons, Midland Clock WorKs,

THE RINGERS® HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL. Derby, Ltd.
Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling Head OflIRoe and Works, Queen St., Derby
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, Tel. No. DERBY 45589 Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob. Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Free

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 279
(6 copies for 15/-). 6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp.,
1/2 (6 copie. for 6/-).
Obtainable only poet free from Rev.'E. S. POWELL, Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Gtuld-
Staverton Vloarafe, near Daventry. ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams
’ Buildings, London, E.C.4.
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OUR CORRESPONDENTS.

One of the most encouraging features in these sombre
days, when ringers must forgo all active participation in
their beloved art, is the interest so many of them have
taken in what we may call side issues. This interest is
shown by the letters we have received from all sorts of
people dealing with such things as ball bearings, death
knells, the speed of ringing, minor fives and the rest.
In normal times we should probably look on these and
similar topics as quite interesting subjects to chat about
when ringers forgather at their meeting places, but
hardly of any importance in the real life and activities of
the Exercise; but they remind us how very varied are the
interests which are more or less closely connected with
the belfry, and how very diverse are the attractions bells
present to different people. .

To some, method ringing and peal ringing are the
great attractions; to othetis, composition and the science
of ringing are all absorbing. Archaeology and history
attract some; and to yet others, the social life is the one
thing which makes the whole worth while. To most of
us perhaps these things appeal in varying degree, though
we stre$s some and neglect the others.

In these dark days the life of the Exercise is largely
at a standstill; but we have faith, and we look forward
to the time (not, we hope, so very far distant) when we can
resume our activities. But we shall not be able to do
so if we simply sit still and wait. When the war is over
«there will be a new world, with new thoughts, new out-
looks, and new interests. A cataclysm like this brings
more fundamental changes than fifty normal years of
peace. We found that out twenty-five years ago. Many
things will pass away or be radically altered. Is there no
risk that change ringing will be one of them? We hope
not. We believe not. But we must do more than just
hope; we must keep alive .our own interest in the art and
that of others. And to do so, we must use and foster all
or any of the varied interests that centre round the belfry.

We may not ring the church bells, some of us cannot
ring handbells, but there are many other things in which
we can take an interest. Some perhaps are not of any
great importance in themselves, but they will, at any
rate serve to bridge the gap between the times that were
and the times that will be.

Other things there are which are, and always will be,
of vital importance to the Exercise, and chief of them
the questions of composition and method construction.
Many ringers look on these subjects as being bevond
them, and calling for too great a mental effort to under-

stand. Yet the effort is worth making if only to gain a
(Continued on page 98.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.

ESTABLISHED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS

Makers of many of the largest and most important Clocks
in the World.

CLOCKS REPAIRED AND DIALS RESTORED.

‘THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS/’

Bankfield Terrace, Burley, Leeds.
And at 9, Adelphl Chambers, Shakespeare St.,
Newcastle-on-Tyne,

and 96, Carver Street, Moorhead, Sheffield.

THE RINGER’'S BADGE,

Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole,
Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved
—as lllustration.
oct. HALL MARKED GOLD 45/-
HALL MARKED SILVER 716
GILT OR WHITE METAL 4/-

can
side at a

Names or Presentation Inscriptions
be engraved on the reverse
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fiEQ. STACEY, EE S .*
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METHOD SPLICING

The Newest and Most Interesting
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in
‘METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1/3 (post free)
from * The Ringing World ' Office,
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKING.

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL,

Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope
Manufacturer,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey,

tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter-

borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s,
Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Imperial Insti-

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.
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rough outline of the science of ringing. The man who
Dow learns something about the way Cambridge is con-
structed, and why Middleton’s peal is the only true com-
position in the method, will derive a lot more pleasure
from ringing it in the happier days to come.

For .these reasons we invite those of our readers who
have opinions oil any subject in any way connected with
bells or ringing, to air them 1in our correspondence
columns. Whether they be about composition, or
methods, or bell hanging, or archaeology, or organisa-
tion, or bob calling, or practical ringing, or any other
thing, it does not much matter. Such opinions will not
always be sound, but so long as they give readers some-
thing to think about (if it is only; to disagree) they will
do good.

Our thanks gre due to those men who have already
written to us. Some of them are men well known to all
ringers (though they often prefer to be anonymous);
others are comparatively new comers, but all alike are
welcome.

THE HIGHCLIFFE SOCIETY.

A NEW ORGANISATION FOR HANDBELL RINGING.

A year ago, on February 19th, 1940, some Swindon enthusiasts
started meeting together for handbell practice, and they Have marked
the anniversary of their first practice by forming themselves into a
society, to be known as the Highcliffe Society, primarily for the
pursuit of change ringing.

An inaugural meeting was held at headquarters, and during the
course of it the founder presented a report on the activities of the
first year. He traced the birth and -growth of the society from the
Doubles and Minor stage, which was reached at the end of four
months’' practice, to the Spliced Surprise Major, which they were now
practising. The present membership stood at four fully qualified
members, but four others who had not yet qualified for admission—
the ringing of an ‘inside pair ' to Major—were making good progress
at a probationers’ class.

At that class recruits, whose ages ranged from 7 to 17 years of
age, were being trained by one of the society’'s members, who is
fresh enough to the art to remember his own early difficulties; and
a system of teaching was employed having many novel features, and
which had been evolved in the light of experience galned by the
seniors during their own preliminary stages.

Of the four who were now practising Surprise Major, two were
youths of 13 and 16 years of age, and neither had done any ringing,
either in the tower or in hand, a year ago.

The report further mentioned visits made to Christ Church, Swindon,
where combined efforts have produced some enjoyable ringing to
Caters, Royal and Cinques.

One peal had been accomplished during the year, a peal of Grand-
sire Doubles rung after three months’ practice as an ‘ appetite wetter.’
Further * tests of endurance ' might be forthcoming in the future, but
whatever peals or methods were rung, the report concluded, was of
secondary importance. What really mattered was that the Highcliffe
Society might be no flash in the pan, but that it might eontinue from
year to year, and increase from strength to strength as the years

.went by.
After the meeting a ‘ dinner’ was held, and in the speeches which,
followed, *continuity of the society ' was the hope expressed by more

than on* speaker. The proposer of the'toast ' Church and State *
pointed out that the jjublic not only looked forward to, but expected
the church bells to ring at all times of national joy or sorrow, and
he regretted that the present ban on ringing did not allow of our
bells being pealed for recent victories against the enemy.

The next toast was ‘' Prosperity and long life to the new society.
The speaker said he had watched the growth of the society during
the last year under the careful and painstaking leadership of their
founder, .and although perforce he would soon have to leave them
for other work, he hoped the society would continue to thrive for
many years to come.

One more toast was drunk, and it was to ‘ The Allies.” Some good
had come out of this war, declared the* proposer, for if it had not
Been for the ban on tower-bell ringing, he, for one, would not have
been so interested in handbells. He hoped the society would make a
name for itself, and to that end he personally would have liked to
have seen the qualification for membership raised higher; however,
he thought they would all look back in years to come to that evening
as a memorable occasion.

The rest of the evening was spent in fun and games, handbells,
just for once, being taboo.
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THE CAMBRIDGE YOUTHS.

A RECORD PEAL OF MAXIMUS.
By J. Armiger Trollope.
(Continued frgm page 89.)

It was two and a half years before the next peal was
rung at St. Mary’'s. The method was Bob Royal* and
Charles Day was again the conductor, ringing the tenor.
All the band had taken part in the previous peal except

GREAT ST.

the ringer of the second, John Hazzard. He was an inn-
keeper and a member of the Cambridge Town Council.
He became one of the most prominent of the Cambridge
Youths.

In the next year, 1774, on November 10th, the society
rang a peal of 5,130 Grandsire Caters. Day did not
stand in this, and the bobs were called by William Young.
Daniel Green, of Clare College, who apparently was not

MARY’'S, CAMBRIDGE.
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a formal member of the society, rang the eighth, John
Banyard, an ironmonger, rang the tenor, and John Bow-
tell, the bookseller, at the sixth, appears for the first time
as a peal ringer. He had joined the society on October
21st, 1773.

Bo*vtell was something more than a prosperous trades-
man and a skilful ringer. He had literary tastes which
had led him to collect manuscripts, and he afterwards
left them to the library of Downing College. They in-
clude Dr. Mason’s papers, and thus some valuable in-
formation about early compositions has been preserved to
us. There is also the only extant copy of the broadsheet
on which John Holt's peals of Grandsire Triples were
first published. John Bowtell was a benefactor to the
town «f Cambridge and built one of the wings of Adden-
brooke’s Hospital. A portrait of him hangs in the hos-
pital board room. He was at one time Mayor.

In the May of 1774, John Sanders and John Hazzard
paid a visit to Oxford and took part with the local men
in.a peal of Grandsire Caters at Magdalen College. In
the following month the same two, with John Incarsole
and William Young, went to Saffron Walden and as-
sisted the local men to ring a peal of Bob Major. The
local band had rung Grandsire Triples on the previous
day. Sanders in 1778 stood in a peal of Bob Major rung
by the Norwich Scholars at St. Michael’'s, Coslany, in
that city. _ -

The next peal at Great St. Mary’s was 5,404 changes
of Bob Major on March 14th, 1779. Sanders called
this from the tenor.

The best performance by the Cambridge Youths was
on January 21st, 1788,
when they rang what!
they termed an ‘exqui-
site ' peal of Bob Maxi-
mus consisting of 6,600
changes, in 5 hours and
5 minutes. Charles Day
conducted from the 9th,
William Young rang the
10th, Hazzard the nth,
and Bowtell the tenor.
The . fifth man was
Thomas Steers, who is
described as ‘an in-
genious mathematician.’

John Sanders did not
ring, and in August,
1790, he died. He was

about forty years old.
His last peal was one of
Bob Major in 1781,
when the Cambridge
Youths went to Ely to
open a new ring of eight
which Arnold of St.
Neot's had cast for St. Mary’s Church.

The peal of Maximus at Great St. Mary’s still stands
as the longest length in the method, and is likely to stand
for many years. The performance, which supplanted the
6,336 rung by the ‘old’ Society of London Youths at
St. Saviour’s, Southwark, in 1758, was the third, peal of
Maximus achieved outside London. The Norwich

(Continued on next page.)
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THE BELLS OF ST. CLEMENT DANES.
REMOVED TO A PLACE OF SAFETY.

A good deal of interest is being taken by the public in the bells of
St. Clement Danes, and several newspapers have commented on the
proposal to remove them to a place of safety for the duration of the
war. A cutting from one paper has been sent us showing a photo-
graph of two or three of them actually lowered to the base of the
steeple

‘ The Times * prints the following :—

It is generally known that the Church of St. Clement Danes in
the Strand has twice received direct damage from German bombs.
On three other occasions it has received the blast of bombs falling
near, and on another night a fire bomb fell on the roof, but was
put out.

But the famous old bells that figure in the nursery rhyme—' Oranges
and lemons, say the bells of St. Clement’'s '—are undamaged. It has
now been decided to safeguard the bells by lowering them and bury-
ing them in sand.

To protect them in this way and later restore them £200 will be
needea; and as there are no funds for the purpose an appeal is made
by the Rector (the Rev. W. Pennington Bickford) and the church-
wardens. Contributions will be gratefully received by them; or may
be paid into Lloyds Bank, 222, Strand, W.C.2.

St. Clement Danes, designed by Wren, w,as built in 1681 on the site
of a much earlier church, traditionally believed to be the burial place
of flarold Harefoot and other Danes. The tower which houses the
old peal of bells was added in 1719 by James Gibbs, the architect of
the other island church not many yards away—St. Mary-le-Strand.

When the bells were restored in 1919 the tune of the nursery rhyme
was added to the carillon. From that time till the war began a
children’s service was held at the church at the end of March each
year, and Danish children living in London observed a pretty custom
of distributing oranges and lemons among the young congregation as
they left. During the war the bells are perforce silent, as are all
the other church bells in the country.

*The Church Times * says very much the same things.

THE CAMBRIDGE YOUTHS—continued from previous page.
Scholars had rung 6,240 changes of Oxford Treble Bob
in 1778, and the Birmingham men 5,280 changes of Plain
Bob in 1779.

The Cambridge peal was claimed to have been excel-
lently well struck and ‘ without a false change.” A
reference to it in the peal book of the Union Society of
Newport, Isle of Wight (now in the British Museum),
says that ‘' the compass of the last 1,000 changes was
equal to the first, there being no variation of time, which
is the grand scope of ringing.’

Another man, Peter Spenceley, now came forward and
took the lead. He was an engineer by trade and had
joined the society in March, 1783. With him as conduc-
tor, three peals were rung—=6,000 changes of Oxford
Treble Bob in 1790, 7,002 changes of Grandsire Caters
in 1791, and 5,039 changes of the same method in 1793.
Day rang the sixth and Bowtell the tenor to both the long
peals; Hazzard rang in all three.

The last peal by the society in the eighteenth century
was on June 2nd, 1797, when James Bartlett, of Ken-
sington, called Holt's Original on the back eight. Spence-
ley rang the seventh, and John Hazzard the tenor. After
that the art declined 'in Cambridge, though, of course,
the large amount of paid ringing was sufficient to keep
together a band of some sort. Incarsole died in 1777,
Young in 1761, Laughton in 1804, Charles Day in 1806,
Spenceley in 1807, Hazzard in '1807, and Bowtell in 1813.
The last had resigned from the cornpany in 18ip. They
left no successors of the same class as themselves, and
when, in 1821, Samuel. Lee was writing to Samuel Law-
rence to invite him to visit Cambridge, he says, ‘ You
will find a good peal of bells here. The ringers are very
far inferior to your Birmingham friends. They ring Bob
Royal, Treble Ten, and Caters, but rather in an inferior
style.” It is significant that Lee speaks of the bells as
being ten in number. Evidently in his time the full
twelve were seldom or never rung, nor have they often
been since.
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COVENTRY CATHEDRAL.

MIGHT HAVE BEEN SAVED BY FERE GUARDS.

At tremendous cost the lesson-is being learnt that our churches with
their steeples and bells can largely be protected from incendi&ry
bombs if they have organised $re watchers. That alone saved St.
Paul's Cathedral on that fateful Sunday night last December.

A representative of ‘ The Daily Telegraph,* in the course of a
?elslcription of a recent visit to Coventry, writes of the Cathedral as
ollows:—

The tower and spire, among the loveliest in Europe, still soar 294ft.
skyward, and even the blackened walls have such grace of line that
it was with a little pang | learned they will have to be levelled to
the ground.

The sad thing is that, given a few more fire-fighters and a little,
more luck, the Cathedral might have been saved. The Provost, the
Very Rev. R. T. Howard, and three volunteers risked death from
high explosives. They climbed dizzy heights to put out incendiaries,
and for an hour they held their own.

Then bombs crashed through the leaden roof on to the dry oak
roof beneath. It took more skill and strength than the elderly and
exhausted men possessed to hack away the lead and get at them,
and when four bombs fell together they knew that they were beaten.

The fine Perpendicular parish church of Holy Trinity still stands,
saved by the Vicar's fire squads.

UNCOMMON RINGERS' NAMES.
WHERE DID THEY COME FROM?
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Looking through recent copies of ‘ The Ringing World’
I noticed the names of the ringers who took part in peals during-
the 18th and 19th centuries. Some of them are very uncommon.

I have consulted the London Telephone Directory, as the B.B.C. did
in a recent parlour game, and failed to find the following: Atber,
Bartell, Garthon, Ibbot, Inville, Melchoir, Merryarts, Mot, Sonneville
and Trenell.

Is it too much to ask your correspondents to trace the descendants
of the above, if there happen to be any?

In those bygone days, when few people could read or write, perhaps
nost men had nicknames, and if they had sons they may have
had nicknames also, thus losing connection with the * family tree.*

Probably those. who were slightly educated spelt the name
phonetically, which would be pronounced differently m various parts
of the country. For instance, Garthon was spelt Catharan in Lin-
colnshire when a peal of Triples was rung.

G. E. SYMONDS.

57, Mornington Avenue, Ipswich.

SILENT APPARATUS.
WANTED, AN EXPERIMENT.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I have no doubt that most of your readers when they
read the letter from Mr. C. Chambers, of South Africa, about putting
an electric mechanism in each tower, to act as a silent apparatus,
thought as | did at first, that it was not practicable under present
/conditions. Of course, it could be done, but the apparatus would
havde to be elaborate and costly and there is no chance of getting it
made.

But | have been wondering whether it would not be worth while
for some of our young and clever members to try and experiment to
see if they could not do something. Nothing really good could be done,
but something like an electric bell in the ringing room with an
appqlr;ailtus by which the bell above could push the switch might be
possible.

If our young friend wants to experiment he must first get hold of
an ordinary electric bell, as good as he can get, but any one will do
for an experiment. Then he must take away the gong and fix in its
place a handbell. It would require special fixing and be capable of
adjustment, but that would not be difficult. Wires would connect
the electric bell in the ringing chamber to the bell above, and the
switch would have to be operated by some stud on the wheel. That
is where the inventor’'s ingenuity would come in. The switch could
not be of the ordinary press stud type, but would have to be made
by a rubbing contact. Also the stud on the wheel would not itself
form the electric contact, but must act so as to bring together two
pieces of spring brass or bronze. In theory that should not be
difficult, but the switch must operate only when the wheel passes
one way and there must be two switches, one for handstroke and the
other for backstroke. Perhaps something like the gadget used in the
Hastings stay might serve the purpose.

Once the switch is invented, the problem of placing it so that the
bell strikes at the. proper time would be a simple one.

All the preliminary and really difficult experiments could be made
at home. If the apparatus were successful it might not be a very
good substitute for the actual sound of the bell, but the problem is
an interesting one and both in cost and difficulty should be well within
the capacity of any clever young man who knows a little about
electricity and knows how to use his brains and his fingers.

M. CLARKE.
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ARE RINGERS APATHETIC?
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—After serving several months in the Forces, I am.home
on leave and have just looked through a few copies of *The Ringing
World.’

I must confess | am disappointed to note the apathy which exists
in the Exercise, and | can only foresee our art sinking into the deepest
of depths by tl?e time the war has ended.

What amazes me is the fact that the ban has really very little to
do with the activities of ringers, and it only prohibits the sound of
the bells. Actually, at this time, there is a glorious opportunity for
the building up of our art, and I am at a total loss to know why
the Exercise has failed to take the opportunity.

Now why cannot all the tower captains and secretaries either remove
the clappers or tie them up securely and carry on as if there were
no ban at all. How this can best be done is for each steeplekeeper
to find out, but it call- be done if there is the will behind it.

The ringers would return to the towers and to the meetings in
order to enjoy this novel method of ringing.

Here, as | see them, are opportunities that can be taken advantage
of if the clappers are tied or removed : To train beginners; to learn
to ring two bells; to encourage and improve rope-sight; to practise
the higher methods; to gain experience of bell control on all numbers
and weights; to prevent stagnation, by continual practice; to keep
the hands and body muscles in trim; to keep the bearings and other
fittings in proper working order.

Those who desire to ring ‘ silent * peals should be encouraged to do
so and the records of such peals should count as before.

I feel sure things would soon liven up if the ringers were able to
get behind the ropes once again.

I have duly read the letters on bearings and am disappointed to
note that interes't faded before the question in the original letter was
properly answered. Perhaps this is another case of apathy, and in
years to coiile we shall be ringing on bells that are pulling us, and
not as hitherto, with us pulling the bells.

I, for one, do not derive pleasure in the speed the bells are rung.
Most of us can ring slow, moderate or fast as the occasion or fancy
demands. But, like thousands of others, | get great pleasure from
ringing a bell, great or small, which responds to that extra ounce
when required and will rise or fall always at will, rather than a bell
which wants to swing at one regulated speed, and which, if it turns
over the dead centre a fraction of an inch, wants to run away like
mad and pull you through the ceiling.

Ball bearings are all right for perpetual motion and sometimes
serve the purpose on a few bells, but for general use give us plain
bearings. *NUMSKULL.*>
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TREBLE BOB.
MR. C. W. WOOLLEY REPLIES TO CRITICISM.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Your correspondent who signs himself *A Country
Ringer * would do well to read letters from others more carefully
before he ventures on criticism. He thinks that what | said about
Treble Bob should be contradicted. If he will look again he will see
that | mentioned Treble Bob twice only. The first time was to remark
that many ringers could not have heard contiguous places (meaning,
of course, those made by a pair of working bells during the ordinary
work of the method) made in any other method.

Since such places dp not occur in any standard method except Kent
and Oxford Treble Bob, this statement cannot *be denied. The second
time was to say that Treble Bob possessed one redeeming feature.
If he denies even this he is welcome*to his opinion, but I still think
that the lengthening lead is a point in favour of any method, giving
as it does various obvious advantages which | need not go into.

If what he really means is that Treble Bob possesses other redeem-
ing features, apart from those it enjoys by reason of being a method
on the lengthening lead plan, | shall be interested to have his con-
sidered opinion as to what exactly they are.

Further, if he will..read my letter with more care he will discover
that nowhere in it did | say anything which might be taken as an
expression of opinion on the merits of Cambridge Surprise, so he has
absolutely no grounds for saying that | seem to think so much of. it.

Finally, 1 would point out that he makes all his assertions as though
they were statements of fact, whereas they are really no more than
expressions of his own opinion. Such expressions might be of some
value if he were to sign his name. There are many ‘' Country Ringers '
—1 am one myself. - C. W. WOOLLEY.

HUGHENDEN.—On Saturday, February 15th, 720 of Plain Bob
Minor : H. Wingrove (conductor) 1-2, Miss D. R. Fletcher 3-4, W. Lee
5-6. The first 720 *in hand ' by all the band. Rung as a birthday
compliment to Mrs. W. Fletcher, of 11, Aylesbury End, Beaconsfield.

Jut™  ‘COLLEGE YOUTHS’

A History of the Societyil
S/6 (post free) from
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THE EDITOR.

Mr. J. S. Goldsmith wishes us to convey his thanks to
the many friends who have expressed their sympathy
with him in his present illness.

The latest report is that his condition is quite satisfac-
tory. He is being prepared for the major operation
which will be performed in a few days’ time.

AN APPRECIATION.

FROM THE ST. MARY-LE-TOWER SOCIETY, IPSWICH.
To the Editor. / >

Dear Sir,—At handbell practice this morning the members of the
St. Mary-le-Tower Society were greatly concerned and sorry to learn
that the Editor, Mr. John S. Goldsmith, was unwell and had under-
gone a slight operation, with a major one to follow. They instructed
me, as secretary, to write this letter of sympathy with him and trust
that in due time he may be restored to good health.

Mr. Goldsmith honoured St. Mary-le-Tower Church steeple with a
personal visit when a new peal board, containing the first peals of
Surprise Maximus in five different methods, was unveiled.

We. all agree that great credit is due to Mr. Goldsmith and his
contributors for the excellent manner ‘' The Ringing World ' has been
kept so very interesting, aad we Axtend our heartiest congratulations

G. T. SYMONDS, Hon. Sec.
57, Mornirgton Avenue, Ipswich.

BELFRY GOSSIP.

We regret to hear that Mr. W. E. White, of Cotgrave, who for so
many years held office in the Midland Counties Association, has been
confined to his bedroom.for the past six or seven weeks with heart
trouble. We wish him a speedy recovery. Mr. White tells us that
he is resigning the treasurership of the association at Easter.

In spits of the difficulties of travel, black-out and the calling up
of members to the Forces, the ‘stalwarts * of the Hughenden ana
Beaconsfield bands hold joint practices at Beaconsfield on Fridays at
7.30 and at Hughenden on Saturdays at 4 p.m. All ringers are wel-
comed to these practices. The band had a setback when Roily Biggs

.was called up, but they are glad, that their loss is Readings gain,

and would like to congratulate that band on their recent performances.

The Cathedral Church of St. Saviour, Southwark, so well known
and so famous in the history of change ringing, was injured in a
recent air raid. Happily the damage was not great.

Grandsire Major is nowadays considered to be an *irregular *
method, and its practice has been formally discouraged by the Central
Council, but it has had from time to time a fascination for some
good bands. On February 25th, 1889, John Carter called 10,272
changes at Rowley Regis. It remains the record peal in the method.,
and superseded one of 10,176 changes on handbells called by John
Carter in 1883.

The Cumberland Youths rang 6,129 changes of Stedman Caters at
Shoreditch on February 26th, 1805. It stood as the record in the
method for nearly forty years.

A peal of Bob Royal was rung at Abingdon on 'handbells on
February 26th, 1777. If it was on bells *retained in hand ' it would
rank as the first handbell peal in any method, but the account is
doubtful.

John Briant. bell founder and clock maker,- of Hertford, died on
February 27th, 1829.

Several interesting anniversaries fall on to-day’'s date. Henry
Johnson was born on February 28th, 1809, and Edwin Horrex in 1838.
Jn 1801 John Noonan called at Spitalfields the second peal of Double
Norwich Court Bob Royal ever run”. In 1881 the Birmingham men
rang 9,238 changes of Stedman Cinques, the then longest in the
method.

The late Thomas T. Gofton, of Whitley Bay, who a few years ago
was one of the leading ringers in the North of England, rang his
first peal as conductor (one of Bob Major) at St. John’s, Newcastle,
50 years ago to-day. He was then a lad of 18 years.

On March 1st, 1889, the band at Warnham rang 13.440 changes of
Canterbury Pleasure Major. In those days peals could be rung at
Warnham at any hour and every hour of day or, night.

Fifty years ago to-day nine peals were rung. They consisted of
Grandsire Triples 2, Bob Major 1, Kent Treble Bob Major 3, Royal 1,
Double Norwich Court Bob Major 1, Minor in five methods 1.

Next Mondav is the fiftieth anniversary of a peal of Stedman
Cinques rung by the College Youths at St. Giles’, Cripplegate. It
was conducted by James Pettit and was the first in the method by
Mr. Henry R. Newton and the late William T. Cockerill, who rang
the eleventh.
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THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

ANNUAL MEETING AT LEEDS.

The annual general meeting of the Yorkshire Association was held
at the Leeds and County Conservative Club, South Parade, Leeds, on
Saturday, January 25th, when upwards of fifty members were present.

Canon C. C. .Marshall, president of the association, was in the
chair and was supported by the general secretary, Mr. L. W. G.
Morris, the treasurer, Mr. S. F. Palmer and the peal secretary, Mr.
W. Barton. Apologies for absence were read from Messrs. G. Lewis,
F. W. Dale, R. B. Smith, J. H. Blakiston and W. Ambler.

After a long discussion on the place and date of the next meeting,
in which the uncertainties and difficulties of the times were thoroughly
debated, Mr. P. J. Johnson moved'-that no further general meeting
be arranged until the next annual general meeting in 1942. This was
seconded by Mr. F. G. Sherwood and carried.

The hon. treasurer, Mr. S. F. Palmer, then presented the balance
sheet. He pointed out that on balance the position was very satis-
factory, having regard to the times. Although a loss for the year of
£10 17s. was shown, it was
largely due to expenditure
that was not likely to recur,
namely, £13 19s. 6d. the cost
of the president’'s badge and
case, and £7 3s. 1lla. for
mwfficers’ attache cases. He
had estimated the cost of the
Jreports at £35, whereas he
was agreeably surprised to
find that the actual cost was
<little more than £25. Taking
these items into account, the
loss of £10 17s. was arrived
at, but exclusive of them a
gain of £20 6s. 5d. would
have resulted. Mr. W. O.
Talbot, representing  the
auditors, proposed the adop-
tion of the balance sheet, re-
marking that it had been a
pleasure to audit the ac-
counts. This was seconded
by Mr. T. W. Strangeway
and carried. A hearty vote
of thanks to the auditors for
their services was carried
.unanimously.

In presenting the annual
report, the President pointed
out that it was very necessarily a war-time report; many institutions
and activities having suffered owing to restrictions placed upon them,
but none probably more so than the art and exercise of bellringing.
At several of its meetings the committee had considered the ban on
the ringing of church bells, and, as representing the ringers of York-
shire, urg”™d upon the authorities the careful consideration of whether
it woujd not be possible partially to lift the ban, so that service ring-
ing for at any rate Sunday morning services should be allowed. Such
a concession would be welcomed not only by ringers, but by the
people of our land, and would in addition prevent the frames, bear-
ings. etc., from falling into disrepair from continued disuse.

Other things had to be taken into consideration, especially the
danger which would arise from the use of a part of our churches for
military purposes, and the committee would do all in its power to
bring about some modification of the ban consonant with the safety
of the Realm.

THE LIFE OF THE ASSOCIATION MAINTAINED.

With regard to membership, it was gratifying to find that it had
not suffered as severely as might have been anticipated, seeing that
only seven new members had been elected during the year, and that
both the ‘ deceased’ list and ‘ lapsed ' list are unusually large, 37
having passed away and 49 lapsed. The membership now stood at
1,206, compared with 1,285 last year.

During the year it had been possible to hold only one general
meeting, namely, the annual general meeting at Hunslet Parish
Church in January, when very cold wpather and the difficulty of
travelling prevented a large attendance.

Reports from the districts showed that it had been, been possible to
hold a certain number of meetings throughout the county, and it was
gratifying to note that the life of the association was being main-
tained in these difficult times. *The district secretaries are to be
congratulated upon the manful way they have set themselves to
overcome the difficulties.

The peal secretary’s report showed that 13 peals were rung during
the year, eight on tower bells and five on handbells. There were six
instances of a first peal in a particular method, including instances
where members had rung peals previously in the same method, but

enot on the same number of bells. Three members rang their first
peal on handbells. It was disappointing to note the small number
of handbell peals, especially as the ban had now put a stop to tower-
bell peals, and the committee hoped to see an increase in the number
during the next year

CANON C. C. MARSHALL.

'(Continued in next column.)
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BALL BEARINGS AND PLAIN BEARINGS.

A COMPARISON.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I have been looking for an answer to Mr. Warrington's
query, in your issue of January 17th, re preference of ringers for
plain bearings, and, as no one better has volunteered, | will endeavour
to do so.

My contention is that in plain bearings the seat of friction
smaller and concentrated, thereby giving you a definite point of
balance. Ball bearings are alive or fluid, and the ringer has to hold
the bell farther back, especially in ringing of a slow speed, to make
sure of control. My experience is that ringing bells, either light or
lieavv, with ball bearings is infinitely more tiring than with plain
bearings. It is not so bad if ringing is fast (and regular), but in
slow ringing (especially if with a long draught) plain bearings are
to be preferred every time, all other things being equal.

Of course, plain bearings require conscientious care and attention,

is

whilst ball bearings only require attention at long intervals, hence
some steeplekeepers advocate the latter when rehanging is con-
templated. "INTERESTED/

A BELL RINGING CHALLENGE.

NORWICH VERSUS EYE.

Mr. C. E. Borrett sends us another most interesting quotation from
the early ‘' Norwich Gazette’ The date is September 27th, 1729.
Readers of our recent articles on the Norwich Scholars and the first
peals of Stedman Triples will remember the names of most of the
ringers mentioned.

4Whereas the Ringers of Eye deny that they ever challeng’d us to
ring, yet they have introduced a fresh challenge to prick from five
to twelve, which we have never mentioned in our advertisement;
this is therefore to let them know, that we shall not trouble ourselves
to contend about the Art of Pricking, but we will Ring with them
for Ten Guineas the following Number of different Peals, viz., 6 Peals
on 5 Bells, 6 on 6 Bells, 6 on 7, and 6 on 8 Bells; they that ring best,
and with~fewer Mistakes, to win the Money; they to chuse 3 Peals on
each Number, and we to chuse 3, and each Company to ring all the

: 6 Peals: And in order thereto we will meet them at Mr. Browne’s,

at the White Lion in Beccles, on Monday the 6th of October, to article
and put down the money; where we expect then to see them.—John
Briggs, Thomas Gardiner, W'illiam Callow, Thomas Melchior. John
Harvey, Edward Crane, Robert Crane, Richard Barnliam, Thomas
Barrett, John Forster, John Webster, etc., etc., etc., etc.’

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

OFFICERS RE-ELECTED.
(Continued from previous column.)

Actually 14 peals had been rung, but unfortunately the composition
of one of them turned out to be false. Canon Marshall had rung
his first handbell peal, and thus gained the distinction of being the
first president of the association to ring a pair of handbells through
a five thousand.

The peal rung at St. Matthew’s, Northowram, and published in
last year's report as ‘' Airedale Surprise Major,” was In the same
method as had previously been rung by the Guildford* Diocesan Guild
as ‘' Chiltern Surprise Major.” Therefore, ‘' Chiltern’ should be sub-
stituted for ‘ Airedale ' in all instances where this peal is mentioned.

In these days of curtailed ringing, the committee wished to pay
tribute to the value of ‘' The Ringing World ' and to the service it
continues to give to the whole Exercise under increasingly difficult
conditions, and strongly urged the members to give the Editor their
practical backing by becoming subscribers, and taking a copy weekly,
which would be found both interesting and instructive.

Mr. J. W. T. Holgate moved the adoption of the report, Mr. A.
Gill seconded, and it was unanimously adopted. All the officers were
cordially thanked for their work. \

The President stated that the committee recommended the re-election
of the retiring secretary, Mr. L. W. G. Morris, and thanked him
for his services during the past three years.

In reply, Mr. Morris said he wished to thank the members for
their appreciation and confidence, and, like their worthy treasurer, he
would be willing to carry on as long as he was able.

Mr. F. G. Sherwood moved and Mr. J. F. Harvey seconded the
re-election of Mr. W. Barton as peal secretary, paying tribute to his
skill and energy in this important work. This was carried unani-
mously, and Mr. Barton, thanking the members, said he would be
pleased to undertake the work for another year.

Mr. George Homer, of Rothwell, Was elected a member of the
association. A hearty vote of thanks to the president was moved by
Mr. P. J. Johnson, who referred to the wonderful concession the
president had been able to obtain regarding the cost of the reports.
It was seconded by Mr. W. Barton and carried uanimously.

This concluded the business and the members then partook of an
excellent meat tea, followed by a social evening until 8.30 p.m. Among
the local talent that contributed were the president, Miss L. Askham,
Mr. Kershaw Thomas and Mr. Sutcliffe. Handbell ringing was inter-
spersed and contributed to a very successful and enjoyable meeting.
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THE STANDARD METHODS

AND the new surprise book.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—There is an old tale of a woman who, when a visitor
called, told her little daughter to take the lady into the best room.
‘Why, mother,’” said the child, ‘ we've only got one!* ‘Well,’ said
mother, ‘ that is the best, isn't it?’ This would seem to apply, more
or less, to those Standard methods we call ‘ Surprise.’

Take Cambridge, for example. The first peal (a false one) was rung
in 1780, when no other Surprise method was known. Superlative ap-
peared for the first time in the ‘ Clavis' in 1788. The first tpeal of
London was not rung till 1855, although it seems to have been known
earlier. Bristol did not appear till 1897 with its first peal in 1901

Cambridge, therefore, appears to have become a standard method
very largely for Mother’s reason, and with all due regard to Mother,
that hardly seems a good one. It is undoubtedly attractive, and 1
confess that | enjoy ringing it, but nothing can make it a good
method. Its music is poor, and if it were the merest shade more
false, there wouldn’t be a single peal left to us without dividing the
tenors. To make the best of a bad job, it would probably be a good
thing if the original version were discarded altogether and Heywood't*
variation adopted as the orthodox form.

The method, it is true, extends perfectly, but how many bands are
capable of taking advantage of that? This quality is of about as
much use to the Exercise as a whole as a tall hat to a man who only
wore it at his own wedding and died before his wife. It is virtually
certain that there are better methods amongst the hundreds which
will appear in the new book.

EXPERIENCE AND TRADITION.

Your article says *there is only one safe test, and that is the
general experience and tradition of the Exercise through the centuries.’
I agree that experience will sift the wheat from the chaff, but it is
often a very long process, and it is surely wise to get to work on the
most promising material first, without wasting time on what is only
second rate in quality. The sifting process assumes that the wheat is
there. Given little wheat, we may sift as we like and the result is
still poor. That was the position 50 years ago. Ringers rang what
there was to ring, they had little or no choice. The mills of experience
had so little grist that they could ttirn out very little good meal.
Now, however, the harvest is so abundant that,* as in the case of
world commerce, we are in grave danger, unless we are careful, of
being smothered under a plethora of good things.

Ringers are perhaps, on the whole, too conservative. This is under
certain circumstances a useful quality. At other times, as in so

*many other walks in life, it may become a danger. We live in a
rapidly changing world, in which we have to deal with situations
quite without precedent. The fact that those responsible for the new
book have examined many hundreds of new methods'is only one of
the many indications that the mental development of the race has
taken a big step forward ;n the last half century. | am far from
despising the value of experience and tradition. | sometimes look
back with longing to those old quiet days, when we lads could safely
play cricket or hockey on the public roads; but we must not allow a
past generation, who had not our opportunities or our problems to
deal with, to fetter our activities or vitiate our conclusions. Just as
in the major field of the nation, and the still larger field of the world,
we must carefully examine our traditional ideas if we would deal
effectively with modern problems, so in relation to our particular art
tradition alone may fail us and conclusions based upon it. be untrue.
To rely upon these alone would be like the case of the farmer (even
more conservative perhaps than ringers) who refused to sow a new
and improved strain of wheat because it was not the standard grain
sown bv his predecessors during the centuries. He would probably
suffer bankruptcy. Although, if we follow his example, we may
escape such a catastrophe, we shall not be immune from loss.

ARE WE APATHETIC?

I don*£ pretend to explain why it is, but I fear too many of us are
not as enthusiastic as we might be. It may be due to inertia, which
affects us all more or less, but | wonder how many good ringers have
been lost because their home company refused to progress. What
should we think of the musician who, year after year, played nothing
but the same old tunes? But too often we are content to go on
ringing the same old methods interminably, all unconscious of the
fact that, no matter what the art or subject may be, it can only be
a living thing So.long as it commands our interest, end this interest
and the satisfaction it brings with it is in direct ratio to the effect
put forth.

It is undoubtedly true that we, in common with the world at large,
cannot stand still; either we progress or we fall back. The three

(Continued in next column.)
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WEIGHTS OF BELLS IN A RING.
IS THERE A DEFINITE SCALE?
To the Editor.

Sir,—With reference to your article on fictitious weights of tenors,
I have no doubt most bell lovers have heard these tales. They, how-
ever, are not confined to sextons, sometimes they get into print.

| believe the Bath and Wells report of 30 years ago gave Wedmore
tenor as 39 cwt.—about 9 cwt. too much.

More interesting, | think, is the actual weight of the next bell in
the scale, the other ‘tenor.” This is to me sometimes amazing.

| have before me the article *Bell ' in the ‘ Encyclopaedia Britannica’
(12th edition), and read as follows: *It has been calculated that for
a peal of bells to give the pure chord of the ground tone or key-note,
third, fifth and octave, the diameters are required to be as 30, 25, 20
and 15; and the weights as 8G, 41, 24 and 10* The above scale gives
the sixth in a ring of eight as forty-one eightieths of the weight of the
tenor, and | have read elsewhere that the seventh should be two-
thirds the weight of the tenors.

I know a fairly heavy peal, where the back three bells were cast
in different centuries, and they run pretty true to this, but, looking
over the weights | have jotted down from time to time, it would
appear that founders have any amount of liberty. Mancroft tenor
37f cwt., 11th 29 cwt., 10th 22 cwt., eleventh more than three-quarters
the weight of tenor; Wrington, tenor 37 cwt., viinth 20 cwt. 3 gr, 10 Ib,,
9-16ths weight of tenor; St. Woolos', Newport, eleventh three-quarters
the weight of tenor, and I am told that the eleventh at St. Mary
Redcliffe is only 25 cwt. or half the weight of the tenor.

Some time ago | picked up either an engineering or metallurgical
periodical im our local library, and saw there a formula by which bell-
tounders apportion the weight of a clapper to that of the bell, the
writer mentioning his indebtedness to a well*-known firm of bell-
founders for this.

Could one of the bell firms (or each of them) be induced to con-
tribute an article on bell-founding, tuning, modulation and hanging
to ‘' The Ringing World '? Something really authoritative would be .
appreciated by readers. The founders need not divulge any special

features of their own. R. ALSOP.
Ebbw Yale. _ — —
BELL FRAMES.
WHICH IS THE BEST DESIGN?
To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I have read Mr. G. P. Elpliick’s article with much

interest, but | had looked forward to reading how to construct a bell
frame with wood on a progressive plan.

In my, opinion, a bell frame should be constructed of wood cill, top
rail and corner posts with cast-iron struts or braces. Struts made of
wood are a failure because the splayed shoulders shrink. The wood
can be oak or teak or other suitable wood. Each strut should have
four 5-8th bolts at each end. No diagonal bolts are needed, neither
are vertical ones except at the four corners. Such a frame will keep
rigid and does not require a spanner in the summer.

One of,the most interesting bell frames | have ever seen_was at
St. Bride's, Fleet Street. It was built diagonally in the tower and
constructed of good English oak. A very fine frame indeed. It is a
great pity it is no more. JAMES HUNT.

Taunton.

(Continued fjrom previous column.)

stages in life are growth, zenith and decay, and although the indi-
vidual may not hope to escape the operation of this law, we, for-
tunately, as a national, organisation, may avoid the slippery slope of
decadence for many years to come, provided we are prepared to make
that effort. It is because | want us to do this, and to do it as far as
possible as a whole, that | should like us to add to the number of
Surprise methods we call standard.

I fully appreciate the great labour involved in the task of selection,
and I'm sure we are all deeply grateful to the men who have so freely
lgiven their valuable and expert services to the accomplishment of
the task so far as it has gone. There must be some gooa reason why
one method is better than another. Trial and error is all very well
in its way, and is no doubt necessary at times, but these are generally
in the early days of a science, and if hundreds of methods are placed
before the Exercise without comment, not one in a hundred will stand
a chance of a real try out.

Therefore, |1 say, let them be examined with regard to the prin-
ciples well known to the experts, and some of them, at least, will
! have a chance of being judged. From them the final choice will, no
doubt, be made bv experience, and in course of time a new tradition
I will be created. * JAMES F. HARVEY.

Baildon, Yorks.

NOTTINGHAM)
MANUFACTURERS.

REPAIRS |
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
EARLY ATTEMPTS AT RULE MAKING.

In our comparison of ringing to a journey we notice
that often in our walks abroad we are quite ready to
sacrifice a good deal of variety and rapidity of movement
for the sake of comfort, and so we are in peal ringing.

mThere may not be much variety in the work of Grandsire
or Treble Bob, but there is a real charm about ringing
when the method makes few claims on the close attention
of the ringer, and he can go along comfortably, putting
his bell just where it should be put, and lulled into a
pleasant frame of mind by the steady and familiar rhythm
of the music.

But why, we may ask, should not Treble Bob prove
monotonous when Forward, which is so very similar in
its work, is intolerably monotonous? The answer is that
the constantly varying position of the treble in coursing
order, and the slow work, which some have thought to
be musically a defect, do really give just that amount of
variety and relief from sameness which both the music
and the work require. ,This is a point worth considering.

Ttfe more complex methods consist usually, in addition
to ordinary hunting and dodging, of groups of work,
each of which is treated as a whole. Such, for instance,
are the Slow Work of Stedman, the Front Work of
Bristol, the Cambridge Places, and so on. For reasons
which are not easy to explain, some of these works ap-
epeal to ringers and some do not. A band we are ac-
quainted with once rang a peal of Little Albion Major.
In it successive handstroke places have to be made at
3rds, 4ths, 5ths and 6ths. There is nothing difficult
about it, but the band were unanimous that it utterly
spoilt the method. Also William Pye’s band, previously
mentioned, all agreed that the 5-6 places in New Gloucester
were the most awkward thing (not by any means the
most difficult thing) in their Spliced Surprise Major peals.

These things are of the greatest importance in decid-
ing whether a method is a worthy candidate for the
standard group, but how they can be judged except in
actual practice, we do not know.

There is the equivalent of good companionship in peal
ringing. When you are ringing a tenor you would much
rather meet the seventh or the sixth in 1-2 and 7-8 than
you would the second or the third; and when you do
meet the seventh, you want him to be friendly and not
strike you the wrong way. It is nicet too, when you are
ringing any bell, to meet your course bell and your after
bell at stated places, and to pass the time of day as you
go on your journey.

There remains the last quality, that of difficulty. One
of the greatest incentives to peal ringing is the urge to
do something which both the ringer himself and other
people recognise as very difficult, and which, as we say,
* will take a bit of doing.” It is one of the great univer-
sal motives which impel men to action. For no other
reason do they try to climb Mount Everest or to reach
the Poles.

The result is that some methods are-hjghly rated just
because they are difficult, and for no other reason. To
get difficulty, ringers are quite content to forgo many
other qualities they value and, indeed, it is a general law
that difficulty can be obtained only by the sacrifice of
some desirable things.
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What constitutes difficulty we may perhaps see fairly
clearly when we come to deal with individual methods.

This general survey of method ringing as it appears to
the individual ringer shows us that the qualities which
appeal to him are not only very varied but are often con-
tradictory to each other, and we are warned at the out-
set that there is no one standajjd to decide the goodness
of methods. All we can look for are varying compro-
mises between different standards.

Ever since the art has been practised, we may be sure
that ringers have been forming and expressing opinions
about what are the best methods, and what qualities are
necessary in a good method, and our views to-day are
very largely made up of those opinions come down to us
in the form of tradition.

But it was not until about fifty years ago that any at-
tempt was made to draw up definite and precise rules
on the matter. There was at that time a little group of
very clever men who set themselves the task of reducing
to order what they, thought was the confused and un-
satisfactory state in which the art and science of ringing
had grown up. Rules were to be drawn up to settle
every question which might arise, whether it was in con-
nection with peal ringing, or what bobs and singles might
be used, or-what meaning should be given to technical
terms, or any other, similar thing; and naturally these
men sought to decide what should be considered a good
method.

The most prominent and influential
Arthur Heywood and Henry Earle Bu'lwer.
Davies also was very active.

Heywood gave a good deal of attention to method con-
struction, and as early as the year 1886 he published
articles on the subject. In 1899 Bulwer brought the mat-
ter before the Central Council, and laid down two or three
propositions which he said might be adopted as guides in
estimating a method. It is safe to assume that he was
expressing not only his own views but Heywood’s as
well. ~

These are his conditions. First, in methods for any
number of bells it is essential that they should run true
for the whole possible extent of the changes on numbers
below eight, and above eight to such an extent as will
render at least 5,000 true changes possible. Secondly,
that methods should lend themselves to composition of
extents without necessitating the use of other than legiti-
mate calls, according to the decision of the Council.
Thirdly, Triples, Caters and Cinques should be produced
by continuous triple, quadruple and quintuple changes.
Fourthly, as a corollary of the last proposition, no bell
should strike more than two consecutive blows in one
place. Fifthly, that a method should be at least decently
musical in its ordinary working, a provision which is
lamentably transgressed by the undue separation of the
heavy bells.

of them were
C. D. P.

BELL ROPES

MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX.
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT
CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. 'Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM
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LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.

MEETING AT LIVERSEDGE.

Ths February meeting of the Leeds and District Society was held
at Liversedge last Saturday.

Handbells were rung before and after the business meeting, which
was held in the Old Oak Inn, owing to the church rooms being other-
wise engaged.

The president was in the chair and members were present from
Armley, Bradford Cathedral, %leadingley (St. Michael’s), Shipley and
the local company. One new member, Mr. G. Bardon, of Liversedge,
was elected. The vote of thanks to the local company was proposed
by Mr. P. J. Johnson and seconded by Mr. T. B. Kendall.

Mr. Johnson said that Liversedge was well known for its ringing
and striking and he hoped that the present company would stick
together and not be discouraged because they were not able to ling
their tower bells, but by seeing it through would be ready for the
time when the ban on ringing is lifted.

The President, in putting the vote of thanks to the meeting, said
he would like to remind those members who had not been to the
meetings lately that pleasure and happy friends were still to be found
at our ringers’ meetings.

Mr. Fred Hodgson acknowledged the vote of thanks.

The next meeting, which will be the annual nomination meeting,
will be held at Bramley on March 29th.

DEATH OF MR, H. C. MARTIN.

PARISH CLERK OF HIGHAM FERRERS.

The death is announced of Mr. H. C. Martin, of Higham Ferrers,
who recently passed away at his home at the age of 76.

Mr. Martin was a founder member of the Raunds, Wellingborough
and District Association, which was the forerunner, of the Central
Northants Association and the Peterborough Diocesan Guild. For
nearly 60 years he had been a keen ringer, and had taken part in
over one hundred peals. For long he was a member of the committee
of Wellingborough District of the Diocesan Guild.

In 1919 he was appointed parish clerk, and for 30 years he served
as second officer in the local fire brigade. He had been an Oddfellow
'for 55 years. Although he has been ill for three years, lie had only
taken to his bed for a week.

The funeral was at Higham Ferrers on Wednesday, February 12th,
when representatives of his many activities were pre~nt. The ringers
present were Messrs. G. D. Deighton and Brown (Higham Ferrers),
F. Barber (Wellingborough), W. Perkins and A. Bigley (Irthling-
borougli), B. Morris (Warkton) and Miss E. Steele (Bedford). Among
the beautiful floral tributes were one from his fellow ringers at
Higham Ferrers and one from the Wellingborough Branch of the
Peterborough Diocesan Guild.

DEATH OF MR RICHARD HICKTON.

A FOUNDATION MEMBER OF .THE M.C.A.

The death is announced of Mr. Richard Hickton, of Sawley, who
passed away at the age of 79 years on Tuesday, February 11th, after
OnI-Y a few days’ illness.

e had been a member of the Midland Counties Association since
its inception in 1882 and had rung 19 peals for the society. He
maintained his interest to the last, although of late years he had
not been able to take any active part in the Exercise.

The funeral took place on Feb. 15th at the Church of AH Saints,
Sawley, where he used to ring and was at one time Ringing Master.
The service was conducted by the Rector, and Mr. Charles Hutchinson
(organist and ringer) officiated at the organ. At the end of the
service in church a course of Grandsire Triples was rung on handbells
by Mr. A. Ward (Derby) and Messrs. J. Ward, Charles Chasty and
R. Drage (Long Eaton). The coffin was borne to its last resting place
near the west door by local ringers.

Mr. Hickton leaves two daughters and two sons, one of whom is
Mr. R. Allen Hickton, a well-known ringer in Nottingham district.

In addition to the family mourners and the ringers mentioned
above, the Midland Counties Association was represented by Mr. F.
Salter (hon. secretary, Nottingham District) and Mrs. Salter, and
Miss I. B. Thompson, who also represented Mr. W. E. White (hon.
treasurer, Midland Counties Association).

So was laid to rest, near to the tower and bells he loved and cared
for in life, yet another of those pioneers to whom this generation of
ringers owe so much.

TOWER CLOCKS

Weight Driven or Electric, by the
WORLD'S OLDEST MAKERS
ESTABLISHED OVER 300 YEARS

Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on reqaegt
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We have experts visiting all parts of the British Isles, and shall be pleased
{O carry ont restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tower Clock
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GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
SUCCESSFUL MEETING AT LEATHERHEAD.

The annual meeting of the Leatherhead District of the Guildford
Diocesan Guild was held at Leatherhead on Saturday week and proved
a very successful affair, 23 members being present from Bagshot, Ban-
stead, Beddington, Clandon, Croydon, Epsom, Guildford, Leatherhead
and Lincoln.

In the absence of the Vicar, who is .still indisposed, the service in
the Parish Church was conducted by the Rev. A. E. Chapman, who,
in a short address, said that if the ban on ringing had done harm, it
had at least shown how great a part the bells played in our English
life and customs.

After a good tea, provided at the Duke’s Head, the usual business
meeting followed, with Mr. Chapman in the chair, supported by Mr.
J. Corbett (Guild treasurer), Mr. G. L. Grover (general secretary),
Mr. A. Harman (Ringing Master) and officials and friends from the
Surrey Association.

The meeting stood in silence in memory of two members whose
deaths had occurred since the last meeting, Mr. John Beams, of
Ewell, and Mrs. S. G. Walsh, a life member of Cobham.

The balance sheet showed that, although receipts had fallen, the
expenditure had also been low, resulting in an increased balance of
£9 10s. 8d.

The brief report commented on the fact that the ban had apparently
killed what little interest did exist in some towers—half of the year’s
income had come from Cobham, and concluded with *a reminder to
members of the part that they would be expected to play when the
ban was lifted, urging them to utilise handbells to keep them in
trim so they could |»ive of their best when the time came. Both
report and balance sheet were adopted.

The retiring district officers were re-elected, the retiring general
officers of the Guild were renominated, and it was left to the Kinging
Master and secretary to arrange what meetings the circumstances
~warranted.

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to Mr. Chapman for
his services at short notice, and to Mrs. Arnold, who officiated at the
organ. In replying, Mr. Chapman said that it was a new experience
for him and he had enjoyed it, and hoped that they would remember
him if ever they needed a deputy again.

The handbells were then brought into action and were soon going
tCo_ Plain Bob Major, Grandsire and Stedman Triples, Caters and

inques.

DEATH OF MR. C. H. READING.

RINGER AND CHURCHWARDEN AT MITCHAM.

The death is announced of Mr. Charles H. Reading, which took
place on February 13th at the age of 73.

Fot many years he was assistant secretary of the Surrey Association,
and his good work was apparent to all, especially to the members of
the Christ Church, Mitcham, band, in whom he took a particular
interest.

The annual ringing outings which he organised will long be remem-
bered, and a permanent memorial to him is the splendid collection
in the belfry of framed photographs of practically all the Surrey
churches, taken on these outings.

He was churchwarden of Christ- Church for many years, and *he
interested himself in any good work which he thought would benefit
his fellow men.

Modest and unassuming, he was held in great respect by all with
whom he came in contact, and his death will be regretted by all the
ringers who had the good fortune to work with him and to know his
splendid qualities.

The funeral took place at Mitcham Parish Church on Monday,
February 17th, and was attended by many friends. By his death a
much valued servant is lost to the cause to which he devoted himself
for many years.

IN PRAISE OF RINGING.—' Among other diversions and recrea-
tions practised by and delightful to the inhabitants of this island
none Is more diverting, ingenious, harmless and healthful than the
art of ringing. And although it be esteemed by the generality of
people to be a mean and mechanical exercise, yet were it duly weighed
and considered by a judicious and impartial person, it would be found
to be very artful and not to be attained but by an ingenious and
thoughtful undertaker.'—*Campanalogia,* 1702.

JOYCE & CO. LTD.

WHITCHURCH, SALOP.
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NOTICES.

ST. MARTIN’'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755).— The 53rd annual
Henry Johnson Commemoration will be held at the Im-
perial Hotel, Temple Street, Birmingham, on Saturday,f
March ist. Owing to prevailing conditions this will be
a luncheon to commence at 1.30 p.m. prompt, Vice-Presi-
dent Councillor A. Paddon Smith in the chair—T. H.
Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136, Newton Road, Sparkhill, Birm-
ingham, 11.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — Northern Division.—A
meeting of this division will be held at Bocking on Satur-
day, March ist. Six ‘ silent’ bells available from 2 p.m.
Service at 4 p.m., followed by tea and business meeting.
Handbells also available. It is necessary to elect two
members for the general committee, so members please
make an effort to be present. Please see that we have a
better attendance than at the annual meeting.— Hilda G.
Snowden, Hon. Dis. Sec., 3, Bell Vue, Hedingham Road,

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— North Bucks
Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Hanslope
on Saturday, March ist. Handbells 3 p.m. Service 3-30,
followed by tea and meeting. A good attendance desired.
—R. H. Howson, Hon. Sec., 19, Greenfield Road, New-
port Pagnell, Bletchley.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO-
CIATION.— Cheltenham Branch.— The annual meeting
will be held on Saturday, March ist, at the Gloucester-
shire Dairy Cafe, Promenade, Cheltenham. Will friends
meet at above from 4 p.m.? Tea 4.30 sharp. We hope
to have some good handbell practice, as some of our
London friends are in the district—Walter Yeend, Mill-
field, Tewkesbury Road, Cheltenham.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.—West Dorset
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at Beamirtster
on Saturday, March ist. Tower bells available with the
‘ Seage silent apparatus’ from 3 p.m. Service at 4.30,
to be followed by tea and meeting.— C. H. Lathey, Sec.,
Malmaison, Bradpole, Bridport.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.—
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, March ist.
Members will meet at the Two Brewers, Shoe Lane,
E.C.4, at 2-3°- Business meeting and handbells at 3
o’'clock at 15, Farringdon Avenue, E.C.4.—A. B. Peck,
Hon. Sec., Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Hinckley
District.— Members and friends are invited to meet at
the Heathcote Arms, Croft, at 6 p.m. on Saturday, March
ist, for the usual monthly meeting. Handbells, etc.—
W . A. W«od, Dis. Sec., Fosseway, Croft, near Leicester.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— St. Albans
District.— The next meeting will be held at St. Albans
Abbey, on Saturday, March 8th. Bells with a new kind
of apparatus available from 3 p.m. to.4 p.m. Tea at
McMeekans at 4.15. « Business meeting in the tower at

Further ringing on handbells and tower bells,6.30
onwardsT" “come ‘and 7rVTomething” new~inT sifent”
tower bells.-——Harold J. Hazell, Dis. Sec., 15, King’'s
Hill Avenue, St. Albans.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO-
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— A quarterly meeting
will be held at the Haymarket Hotel (opposite St. James-
in-the-Horsefair), on Saturday, March 8th. Handbells
2.45 p.m. Tea and meeting 4 p.m.— A. Tyler, Hon. Sec.,
5, Addison Road, Victoria Park, Bristol, 3.
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YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Western Division.—
The annual district meeting will be held at Guiseley on
Saturday, March 8th. Handbells available in Parish Hall
from 1.30. Ramble arranged to commence 3 o’clock.
Tea at approximately 5 p.m. No charge to those who
send in names by Tuesday, March-4th, to Mr. F. W.
Dixon, 1, Greenshaw Terrace, Guiseley. Business meet-
ing at approximately 6 o’clock. Election of officers, etc.
Annual reports now available—F. Rayment, Dis. Sec.,
Bramley.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.—The next
meeting will be held at Felkirk on Saturday, March 8th.
Handbells available at 2.30 p.m. Tea at 5 p.m. for afl
who notify me not later than March 7th. Six silent tower
bells will also be available if required. All are welcome.
— D. Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, Chapel Street, Shafton, near
Barnsley.

SURREY ASSOCIATION.—North-Western Di”rict.
— The annual district meeting will be held at Leatherhead
on Saturday, March 15th. Bells available at Parish
Church in afternoon if required. Service 4 p.m. Tea at
the Duke’s Head at 5 p.m., followed by business meeting.
Handbells, etc., available afterwards. Names for vtea
must be sent to IVY. Arthur Dean, 24, Church Walk,
Leatherhead, by Tuesday, March nth.— G. W . Massey,
Hon. Dis. Sec.

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—Welcome
to Hethersett, March 15th. Six tower bells from 3 p.m.
and handbells in church. Service 4.15. Tea 4.45 at the
King’'s Head, followed by business meeting and more
handbells. Reports to hand. Subscriptions gladly re-
ceived.— F. Nolan Golden, Sec., Brabazon Rog.d, Nor-
wich.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—A district meeting will be
held at Little Clacton on Saturday, March 15th. Hand-
bell ringing at the Vicarage (opposite church) 2.30 p.m.
Service 4.30 p-m. Tea at Blacksmith’s Arms 5.15 p.m.
Business meeting and more ringing at the Vicarage after-
wards. Names for tea by Tuesday, March nth, please.
Neighbouring friends in Suffolk are cordially invited.
There is a good bus service from Ipswich and Colchester
passing the church, but visitors coming by car must get
a permit before entering the coastal defence area.— Leslie
Wright, Hon. Dis. Sec., Lower Barn Farm, Dedham.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— The annual general
committee meeting will be held in Reading (D.V.) on
Saturday, March 22nd, at the Central Girls’ Club, 29,
Chain Street (opposite St. Mary’'s Church House), at
3.15 p.m. It is hoped that all branches will be repre-
sented.— Richard T. Hibbert, Gen. Sec., 69, York Road,
Reading.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON-
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.—North and East District.—
The annual district meeting will be held at Kilburn on
Saturday, March 29th. Further details will be announced
later.—T. J. Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—For the duration of the

war, Mr. Albert Walker’s address is 86, Scribers Lane,
Hall Green, Birmingham, 28.

NARROW ESCAPE OF MR. J. CHALK.

Mr. J. Chalk, the Master of the South-Western Division of the
Essex Association, had a narrow escape when some time back two
high explosive bombs fell within a few yards of his home. The house
was completely, wrecked, but fortunately Mr. Chalk with his wife
and daughter were in an Anderson shelter at the end of the garden.
To lose a cherished home was a heavy blow, but Mr. Chalk is thankful
he has come out sound in limb, and is looking forward to making
another home.
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The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.

' ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. 10d.; ninth edition; ISO pages; treats Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE, 2s. 10d.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on
five bells, complete witn the Thompson Charts, etc.

«STANDARD METHODS, ninth edition, 2s. 10d.

‘* STEDMAN," 2s. 10d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method

on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

<TREBLE BOB,’ Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.

*SURPRISE METHODS," 2s. I0d. A book by'the late Rev. C. D. P.

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams, 126 pages.
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Ulverston, Lancs
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‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply
Explained,” 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. gd. dozen,
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘' BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,” 2nd
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
address as above.

4CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR/
eabout to begin more advanced methods.
6s. gd. dozen, post free.
Wonersh, Surrey.

for those
7jd. each,
From M. Broome, Orchards,

THE RINGERS® HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL.
Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling
of & bell to the ringing and conducting of peels of Grandsire,
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.
Large selection of Compositions included.

Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2/9
(6 copies for 15/-). 6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp.,
1/2 (6 copies for 6/-).

Obtainable only post free from Rev." E. 8. POWELL,
Staverton Vioarage, near Daventry.
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SILENT APPARATUSES.

One of the most curious things about change ringing
is that the ringers, when they s”e most seriously intent
on their art, betake themselves away from their fellow
men, lock themselves in an almost inaccessible chamber,
and pursue their art entirely oblivious of the outside
world; while all the time the results of their eiforts are
broadcast far and wide over the surrounding country.
This contrast between the isolation and detachment of the
belfry, and the publicity of the ringing is surely unique.
We cannot think- of any other body of men who ex-
perience at one and the same time such complete privacy
and such wide publicity. <

Both the privacy and the publicity ate, of course, neces-
sary, but there are ofttimes serious drawbacks to the
publicity. We really do wish to give delight to the out-
side listeners by the s'ound of the bells, though that may
not be our only or our main object. And we certainly
have no wish to be an annoyance to anyone, even to the
most captious, though that, unfortunately, is sometimes
unavoidable.

It is our misfortune that we cannot ring without the
whole parish knowing it. We should like to be able to
retire somewhere away from listeners when we are teach-
ing beginners, or when we are ourselves practising some-
thing new and difficult. Brass bands do not practise in
the market square; theatre companies do not rehearse
in the open street; church choirs can learn their anthems
when there is no one to listen. But we must practise in
the full hearing of everyone, and we are usually judged,
not by the perfected performance which is taken for
granted and not much noticed, but by the imperfect at-
tempts by which we hope to attain perfection, and which
are often bitterly criticised and resented.

It is small wonder then that from time to time men
have thought how to contrive some means by which the
bells can be rung properly without attracting the atten-
tion of outsiders. Before the war the silencers which
Mr. James Davis first introduced to St. Botolph’s,
Bishopsgate, were coming into increasing use, and at the
last Central Council a new apparatus was shown to the
members for which much was claimed, but which, so far,
has had little opportunity of showing its utility.

These things, and similar things, will no doubt be
increasingly used as they become known and improved,
but they are of no use now when the ban imposes an
absolute silence. Can we devise some means by which
ringing shall be carried on and no sound reach the out-
side? If we can, there is no doubt whatever that it

(Contiuued on page HO.)
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METHOD SPLICING

The Newest and Most Interesting
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art
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The System is fully explained in
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would be an immense advantage, not merely in these
abnormal times, which will pass, but in the future.

In many towers the clappers have been removed and
the bells ‘ rung ’ silently. That is better than nothing,
and every effort to keep going and to maintain the life
of the Exercise is worthy of all praise. But silent bells
are no adequate substitute for sounding bells, and in
normal times ° silent ' ringing should be discouraged.
It would open the door to numerous ills, of which bad
striking, slovenliness, and false ringing are obvious to
everyone. Anything like the * silent ' peals advocated
by a correspondent last week should be sternly discour-
aged. At present they are forbidden by a Central Coun-
cil resolution.

What we need is a good appliance which will reproduce
inside the belfry everything that we get from the open
ringing. There is an apparatus which has been fixed in
several towers, among them Great St. Mary’s at Cam-
bridge and Crawley in Sussex. It is called the Seage
apparatus, but whether it is still manufactured or whether
the patent has run. out, we do not for the minute know.
W e should like to hear from anyone who has had a good
experience gf' this or any similar apparatus.

However good a silent apparatus is, it should be used
only for practice, not for peal ringing.

TREBLE BOB.

IT A GOOD METHOD?

* To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I suppose you will say that I only got what | asked for,
but I don’'t think 1 deserved, quite such a bad snubbing as Mr.
Christopher Woolley gave *me last week. | did read his letter. |
went further and read between the lines, and | gathered (not with-
out cause) that his opinion of Treble Bob is a mighty poor one.

I know it i” the fashion to speak contemptuously of that method,
but it was not so always.

But yesterday the word of C«sar might
Have stood against the world; now lies he there,
And none so poor to do him reverence.

Treble Bob is an old and valued friend of mine, and so, having
dropped a tear on fallen greatness, | feel | ought to say a word QI
its behalf. Wherefore | proclaim in a loud and defiant tone that
Treble Bob is a first-class method, musical, and most interesting to
ring.

When | get to heaven, if | find enough ringers there to make up a
really good eight-bell band, | should like to ring a tenor of about
21 or 22 cwt. to a peal of Treble Bob. The bells to be by Abrahani
Rudhall or Thomas Mears at their best, and to be hung in plain
bearings worn rather slack.

Mr. Woolley does not seem to like it because | did not sign my
name but wrote anonymously. That was a bit of my artfulness. fde
long as he does not know who | am, he may think I am a person
of some importance. | might be — , or even —. If he knew that
really 1 am only ------ , he would simply shrug his shoulders and take
no more notice. ‘' COUNTRY RINGER.

1S

TREBLE BOB AND SURPRISE METHODS.

A GOOD WORD FOR YORKSHIRE.
To the Editor.

Dear iSir—I read the letters on the merits and defects of Surprise
I methods from Mr. J. F. Harvey and Mr. C. W. Woolley with great
interest, but was rather surprised not. to see any specific reference
to Yorkshire, which is, |1 suppose, runner-up to the Standard Four in
the matter of popularity. In my humble estimation, this method,
with its regular construction ancL high musical qualities, is worthy
of a much wider popularity than that which it at present enjoys.

With reference to the letter from ‘A Country Ringer,* | fail to
see how any method can be 4Treble Bob spoiled *; to suggest that
any method is this is, to my mind, suggesting the impossible. While
Treble Bob has slow work it can never be oilier than a noise. The
monotony of having the tenors pounding away on the front for a
whole lead each in every course condemns the method as far as both
ringing interest and musical qualities are concerned. This does not,
of course, apply to the various forms of Spliced Treble Bob, in wliicli
the tenors are prevented from going into the slow, and which thus
produce much better music. R. D. St. J. SMITH.

Kersal, Manchester.
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HANDBELL PEALS.

AYLSHAM, NORFOLK. n
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Sunday, February 16, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-Stvtn Minutes,
At 4, Fairleigh Terrace,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, coMm CHANQES]|
Tenor size 16 ip B.
1-2 1 F. Nolan Golden
3-4 | Walter C. Mbdlbr
Conducted by F. N. Golden.

Jack N. A. Pcmphrby
Albert Rodgbt.ceeuiiiann,

Composed by J. R. Pritchard.

LINCOLN.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
(Northern Branch.)
On Sunday, February 23, 1941, inTwo Hours and Twenty.Six Minutes,
. At 95, Sincil Bank,
A PEAL OF QRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Tenor size 15 in C,

1-2 1 tJoHN A. Freeman
‘Kennbth S. B. Croft

Parker'sTwelve-part.
*P. Michael Freeman
*Sgt.J. Frbbman, R.A.M.C. 34 |

Conducted by John Freeman,
* First peal in the method, t First peal in the method *in hand.’

LINCOLN.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD
(Northern Branch.)
On Wednesday, February 26. 1940, in Two Hours and Thirty Minutes,
At 93, Sincil Bank,
A PEAL OF LITTLE BOB MAJOR, 5040 CHANCES;
Tenor size 15 in C.
1-2 1 'John A. Frbbman
"Kenneth S. B. Croft
Conducted by John Frbbman.
‘in hand.

*P. Michael Frbbman
|Sgt. J. Frbbman, R.A.M.C. 34 |
Composed by Henry Hubbard.

* First peal in the method, t First peal in the method
The conductor's 50th peal.

SIBLE HEDINGHAM, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Thursday, February 27, 1941, in Two Hours and Tin Minutes,
At the Residence of A. Cattbrwell,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;

Being one extent of Double Bob, and two each of Kent Treble Bob,
Oxford Treble Bob and Plain Bob, seven callings.

Oiavb Broyd 1-2 1 *Miss E lizabeth Bdrcbam 4
Bernard W. Pbttitt........... 3| Albert Catterwell...........
Conducted by Ot1ave Broyd.
Witness— Mrs. Catterwell.

* First peal with inside bell. Rung in honour of Mr.
birthday. s

Catterwell’s

LIVERPOOL.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, March 1, 1941, in Two Hours and Fifty-One Minutes,
At Church Hodsb,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CINQUES, 5007 CHANGES;
Tenor size 15 in C. =
1-2 | Thomas R. Butler
........... 3-4 | Percival W. Cave
T homas Hammond

Frank Varty
Arnold Brunton

Composed by Sir A. Hbywood. Conducted by Percival W. Cave.

Umpire— G. R. Newton.
A birthday compliment to Frank Varty.

DEATH OF MR. AMOS TRIPPIER.

AN OLD LANCASHIRE RINGER.

The death is announced of Mr. Amos Trippier, of Eccles, which took
place on January 11th. He joined the Lancashire Association in 1897
and rang 65 peais in the county, besides others for the North Stafford
and South Stafford Associations and in London. As « young man he
went in for athletic sports and won many trophies. He took part in
civic life and was an alderman. One of his sons is also an alderman
and has been Mayor. The interment was in Eccles. churchyard.
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GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS.
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE EXETER BRANCH.

The annual meeting of the Exeter Branch of the Devonshire Guild
was held on Saturday, February 22nd, at Deller's Cafe, and was
attended by 35 members, among those present being Mr. E. J. Ryall,
the chairman of the branch; Prebendary E. V. Cox, the president of
the Guild; the Rev. M. V. Narracott, Vicar of St. Sidwells; the
general secretary, and Mr. T. Laver, late general secretary.

After tea, the hon. secretary (Mr. W. H. Howe) read the report of
the branch for the past year. Two meetings had been held and
satisfaction was expressed that th& October _meeting was so well
attended. The finances are in a sound condition, with a balance in
hand of nearly £18. Twelve members are serving with H.M. Forces
and one of them has_been wounded.

Mr. E. W. Biffin, in proposing the adoption of the report, referred
to the death of Mr. A. H. Goad, of St. Thomas' band, as a heavy
blow to himself and to the band with which Mr. Goad had been so
long associated. Mr. Glass seconded and others voiced the apprecia-
tion of the branch for Mr. Howe's work. The report was adopted.

All the officers—Mr. E. J. Ryall (chairman), Mr. W. H. Howe (secre-
tary and treasurer), Mr. W. Richardson (Ringing Master) and Messrs.
E. W. Biffen, H. Pook and H. J. Rowe (representatives to the
General Committee)—were re-elected.

,Mrs.. C. R. Lilley, who rings handbells very well,
member of the Guild,

After some discussion it was decided to hold the next meeting on
M%y 3rd at St. Thomas’, Exeter. AT

verybody was pleased to greet an old friend, Mr. A W. Searle,
and the branch, on the proposition of Mr. Howe offered him con-
gratulations on ‘the occasion of his golden Wedding. Mr. Searle has
rung 55 peals for the Guild and conducted 18. His friends know Inm
best for his tours and ringing outings. He has rung in all but a
dozen or so of the Devon towers.

Mr. Searle, on behalf of liis wife and himself, thanked the meeting,
remarking that 50 years of happiness.seemed a long time to look
forward to, but short when reviewed. He had only emulated the
example of Mr. Richardson and others of the branch.

Prebendary F. V. Cox referred to the illness of Mr. Goldsmith.
Editor of ‘ The Ringing World,” pointing out the importance of the
great influence of that journal in ringing circles over land and sea.
He proposed that an expression of sympathy of the Exeter Branch be
sent to him, with the hope that soon he will"be restored to health
and strength. Mr. Laver seconded and others ~supported the motion,
which was unanimously agreed'to.

O1 the proposition of Mr. Biffin, it was agreed to hold handbell
practices, Mr. C. R Lilley to be invited to attend and give assistance.
The first practice will occur on March 8th.

There was an expression of regret that the usual service was not
held. Prayers read by the Rev. Prebendary Cox ended what may be
termed an enjoyable and profitable gathering.

ORANGES AND LEMONS.
LONDON BELLS IN A NURSERY RHYME.

Mr E Stone, of Coventry, has sent us some particulars of the
nursery rhyme whiMi has come into notice recently through the taking
down of the -bells of St. Clement Danes. The words and music were
published about the year 1874 by Frederick Warne and Co. The
rhyme is. however, we fancy, much older, for unless our memory is at
fault there is a reference to- it in Osborn’s manuscript, which was
written about 1840. We cannot check the reference because the
manuscripts in the British Museum have been removed to a place of
safety. S

Here is the full rhyme :—

Gay go up and gay go down

To ring the bells of London Town.

Bull's eyes and targets, say the bells of St. Margaret's,
Brickbats and tiles, say the bells of St. Giles'"

Ha’'pence and farthings, say the bells of St. Martin's.
Oranges and lemons,- says the bells of St. Clement's.
Pancakes and fritters, say the bells of St. Peter's.

Two sticks and an apple, say the bells of Whitechapel.
Old Father Baldpate, say the slow bells of Aldgate.
Pokers and tongs, say the bells of St. John’s.

Kettles and pans, sav the bells of St. Ann’s.

You owe me ten shillings, sav the bells of St. Helen's.
When will you pay me? say the bells of Old Bailey.
When | grow rich, say the bells of Shoreditch.

Pray when will that be? say the bells of Stepney.

I do not know, savs the great bell of Bow.

Here comes a candle to light you to bed,

And here comes a chopper to chop off your head.

was elected as a

Mr. Ernest Morris has also sent us a copy of the lines. He points

out that they are given in his book, 1Legends o’ the Bells.’

BEACONSFIELD.—At St. Marv and All Saints’ Church, on Mon-
day, February 24th. 720 of Plain Bob Minor : H. Wingrove (conductor)
1-2, D. R. Fletcher 34, W. Lee 56. Rung as a compliment to the
Rev. C. Elliot Wigg, Deputy Master of the Oxford Diocesan Guild, on
the occasion of his wedding.
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SIR HENRY TULSE.
LORD MAYOR AND MASTER OF THE COLLEGE
YOUTHS.
By J. Armiger Trollope.

Four men whose names appear in the list of members
of the Society of College Youths were Lord Mayors of
London, but three of them, Sir Watkins Lewis, Slingsby
Bethel and Samuel Birch, hid little active connection with
the society at the time they held the office. The fourth,
Sir Henry Tulse, was elected Master of the society in the
year that he was Lord Mayor.

Like Sir Francis Withens, another apd contemporary
College Youth, Tulse obtained his position and import-
ance through the political struggles of the reign of King
Charles Il. It was almost the last stage of the long con-
flict which was to decide whether England should be
governed by an autocratic monarch or by Parliament,
and the country was sharply divided into two parties,
which shortly afterwards were called by the names of
Whig and Tory.

London was a stronghold of the Whigs, and the
citizens, safely entrenched as they supposed behind their
charter and their age-long liberties, steadily supported
those who resisted the aggrandisement of the royal
power, while the Government, to counteract it, used all
their power and influence to secure the electiop to the
offices of Mayor and Sheriff of men who belonged to their
own party, for, though the Whigs were in a decided
majority, there was still'a large minority of Tories among
the freemen of the city, and one of their leaders was
Alderman Tulse.

In 1673, Tulse and Robert Geoffrey were elected
sheriffs, and the satisfaction of.the Court party was ex-
pressed by Sir John Robinson, who wrote to Joseph Wil-
liamson, the Secretary of State, that ‘ the Sheriffs’ names
are Tulse and Jefferies, both good men’; and a little'
later, ‘ We have settled a Lord Mayor, Sir William
Hooker, who | hope will prove a good one, with his two
Sheriffs, Alderman Tulse and Deputy Jefferies, honest
men.’

By ‘ good ' and ‘ honest ' of course were meant that
they might be expected to do what the Government
wanted, and probably Tulse gave satisfaction, for he
received the honour of knighthood.

One of the moves in the political game was the promo-
tion by the Whig party of petitions to the King praying
for the calling of a Parliament, and one of these petitions
was drawn up by the City of London. A number of lead-
ing citizens were selected to present it to Charles, and
among them was Tulse, but he declined to serve, and
when the deputation went to Windsor he stayed away, a
fact that was noted with approval by the Court faction.

When the election for Lord Mayor was held in the next
year, 1682, in accordance with custom the names of all
the aldermen below the chair were but, one by one, to the
meeting and voted upon by a show of hands. When,
as almost invariably happened, a poll was demanded, four
candidates were put forward, two of them. Whigs and
two Tories, of whom Tulse was one. The Whigs, con-
fident in their numerical superiority, split their votes be-
tween their two men, but the Tories were wiser and gave
2,233 votes to Sir William Pritchard, while Tulse re-
ceived only 236. Even so, the Whigs had the higher
poll but, after a scrutiny, Pritchard was bv fair means or
foul declared duly elected.

THE RINGING WORLD.

March 7th, 1941.

The reaction against the Popish Plot was now in full
swing. The feeling of the country had turned against
the Whigs, and Charles and his Government, who had
long bided their time, proceeded to crush their enemies,
and among them the corporations of the big towns. The
plan was to issue writs of quo warranto, calling upon the
towns to show cause why their charters should not be
annulled on account of alleged irregularities. By pack-
ing the bench they made sure of a legal judgment in their
favour, and one by one the corporation had to surrender
their charters.

London’s turn came. On a writ of quo warranto judg-
ment was given against the city, and the charter declared
forfeited. On October 13th the King issued a new com-
mission in which the terms were that ‘ no Lord Mayor,
sheriff, recorder, common serjeant, town clerk, or coroner
of the City or Steward of the Borough of Southwark,
shall be capable of, or admitted to the exercise of their
respective offices, before his Majesty shall have approved
him under his seal manual.’

It meant that the age-long traditions of free election
and free government were swept away at a blow, .and for
some years the control of the city was in the hands of
the Government and their supporters. Sir  William
Pritchard, the Lord Mayor and 17 aldermen, including
Tulse, were reappointed, but the rest were ejected. The
Common Council ceased to exist.

When Pritchard’'s term of office was ended, the Court
of Aldermen was informed of his Majesty’s commission
having been issued to Sir Henry Tulse to be Mayor for
the ensuing year, and he was sworn with the usual ac-
companiment of civic procession and banquit, but with-
out any formality of election. The dinner was held at
the Grocers’ Hall, for Tulse was a member of the
Grocers’ Company and Master in 1681-2.

The Whig opposition was crushed, but they made 'an
attempt at revenge. An action was brought against Sir
Henry Tulse and Sir Robert Geoffrey alleging that as
sheriffs they had illegally sold the office* of under-sheriff.
The respondents did not contest the action in the Courts,
but petitioned the King. The matter was referred to the
Attorney General, who reported in their favour, and a
warrant of ntilli prosequiri was issued to stay-proceedings.

Tulse showed his political leaning still further when he
appeared as the principal witness in an action- brought bv
the Duke of York (afterwards King James I1.) against
a Mr. Pilkington, one of the aldermen, on account of
words spoken in the Court- of Aldermen. The defendant
was found guilty and fined the enormous sum of
~100,000. ,

It would, however, be utterly wrong to suppose that
Tulse and the Tories who worked with him were merely
servile tools of a despotic monarchy. They were the suc-
cessors of the old Cavalier party, and their main motive
was their intense loyalty to Church and King. Presently
this very loyalty brought them into sharp opposition to
the new King, James II.

James was a bigoted Roman Catholic, who put what
he thought to be the interests of his Church before all
things ASC. One of his objects was the repeal of the
penal laws by which all power and influence were kept in
the hands of .the members of the Church of England. To
further this end, all those members of town corporations
who opposed the repeal were ejected and their places

-
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esupplied by men who approved, mostly Nonconformists
and Papists. From these reformed corporations a num-
ber of addresses were sent lip to the King approving his
policy, but none came from the Court of Aldermen, which
(with the Common Council in abeyance) was the govern-
ing body of the City of London.

Jefferys, the notorious Lord Chief Justice, waited on
them and lectured them in his usual bullying style, but
they refused to submit, and a large number of them were
dismissed, among them Sir Henry Tulse.

Tulse was a great benefactor to the Church of St.
Dionis, Backchurch, which once stood at the corner of
Lime Street. He gave a marble font and marble steps
leading up to it. They are now in the Church of St.
Dionis, Parson’s Green, Fulham.

Tulse’s family vault was inside St. Dionis’ Church, and
when he died he was buried there. When the church
was pulled down and his body removed, the stone which
had covered the vault was placed in the court which
marks the old churchyard, and there it is now. The in-
scription was %ecut in 1937 as part of the celebration of
the tercentenary of the Ancient Society of College Youths.

Sir Henry Tulse’s daughter married tbe first Lord
Onslow, but she came to a tragic end. She drowned
herself in a pond in the grounds of the Archbishop’s
palace at Croydon. The family of the present Lord
Onslow is descended from Tulse, and there is, | believe,
a portrait of him at Onslow Park, near Guildford.

Sir Henry Tulse, during an active life, filled many
offices in the City of London. He was Alderman in
1673 and Sheriff in the same year, Master Grocer in 1681,
Lord Mayor in 1683, and President of Bethlehem and
Bridewell Hospitals in 1689.
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EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.
ANNUAIIi MEETING AT HARTFIELD.

The fourteenth annual meeting of the East Grinstead and District
Guild was held at Hartfield on Saturday, February 22nd.

The church room had been commandeered overnight by the military
for use as a cookhouse, but the Rector (the Rev. H. A. James) most
kindly offered a room in the Rectory as a substitute, and the meeting
was held in very comfortable quarters.

Mr A. L. Ryman was in the chair, supported by the vice-chairman
(Mr. C. J. Ladd), the treasurer (Mr. R. D. Divall), the 1101l secretary
(Mr. B. Saunders), the assistant hon. secretary (Mr. C. A. Bassett)
and the auditor (Mr. E. J. Oliver).

The meeting expressed its regret at the illness of the Editor of
‘ The Ringing World ' and hoped for his speedy recovery.

The committee’s report was read by Mr. Bassett. It pointed out

.the difficulties of carrying on in these troublous times, but said that

tliey were attempting to maintain the continuity of- the Guild and
wished the members in all sincerity the best of luck throughout the
coming year.

The balance sheet, which showed a balance of £31 in the Post Office
Savings Bank and £1 Is. in petty cash, was adopted. It was agreed
that the financial position was very satisfactory.

Mr. Oliver proposed the re-election of all the officers en bloc, but
Mr. B. Saunders asked to be relieved of the office of hon. secretary.
He pointed out that the assistant secretary had been doing all the
work and he was secretary only in name. He offered to continue to
do the Guild’s printing. Mr. Bassett was then appointed secretary,
Mr. Saunders being placed on the committee, and the other officers
re-elected.

In the prevailing conditions it was not possible to fix the next
meeting, and the matter was left in the hands of the secretary and
the committee.

It was regretted that members joining the Forces did not notify the
secretary, and so it was not possible to keep in touch with them.

It had been advertised that no tea arrangements could be made,
and it was a very pleasant surprise to find that the company were to
be entertained by the Rev. and Mrs. H. A. James and Mr. J. W.
Ritson, a vice-president. Mr. A. Batten thanked the Rector for the
use of his room and the hosts for giving and serving the tea.

In his reply, the Rector said how pleased he was to have the Guild
at Hartfield, the church room was always at the disposal of the Guild,
and as for the tea he was glad to think they had been able to supply
it. He congratulated the Guild on having so many enthusiasts to keep
the movement alive.

Handbell ringing concluded a very successful meeting.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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THE EDITOR.

As we go to press we learn that Mr. J. S. Goldsmith is
not quite ready for the major operation, which will not be
performed until about a week’s time.

BELFRY GOSSIP.

We are informed that the twelve bells of St. Mary Redcliffe, Bristol,
have been removed to a place of safety for the duratign of the war.
St. Clement Danes’ bells are now safely stored.

Mr. E. Stone, of 99, Keresley Road, Coventry, has returned to that
address after the recent big air raid.

Mr. F. N. Golden would be glad to get into touch with Mr. A. J.
Corrigan. His address is 21, Brabazon Road, Norwich.

A friend has sent us from the north of Scotland a cutting from a
Cambridge newspaper headed ‘ 150 years ago ' and giving an account
of the death of George Gross. It was Mr. Borrett's extract from the
‘ Norwich Gazette,’ and evidently had been copied from our columns.

The handbell peal at Liverpool was rung in an air raid shelter at
the Church House. We have often heard the question asked what use
can air raid shelters be put to after the war? Perhaps this supplies
the answer.

The band was indebted to Mr. G. R. Newton and Mr.
for making the necessary arrangements.

Since the destruction of St. Nicholas’ Church, Liverpool, last Decem-
ber, the services have been held at the Church House, and the ringers
regularly ring handbells for the 3.30 p.m. service on Sundays. Also,
by invitation, they went to the training ship H.M.S. ‘ Eaglet’ on two
Sunday mornings recently and rang for the 11 o’clock service.

On March 5th, 1888, 12,04-1 changes of Stedman Caters were rung at
Appleton. James W. Washbrook composed the peal and called it
from the ninth. F. E. Robinson rang the seventh. It was the longest
length in the method at the time, beating the 11,111 changes rung by
the College Youths at Fulham in 1883. It stood as the record for only
two months.

On March 6th, 1832, the Oldham men rang the then longest peal of
Maximus, 7,392 changes of Kent Treble Bob.

March 8th is the anniversary of the long peal of Grandsire Caters,
12,600 changes, rune in 1737 on the old ten Dells at St. Peter’'s, Man-
croft, Norwich. The band included several of the famous ringers
whose names have been recently mentioned in our columns, Thomas
Melchior, John Gardiner, Robert Crane, Edward Crane, William
Porter and others.

On the same date in 1859 the Birmingham men rang 10,047 changes
of Stedman Caters. It stood as the record peal until it was beaten
by the College Youths* performance at Fulham, mentioned above.

Fifty years ago to-day three peals were rung. One was Double
Norwich Court Bob Major, the other'two Kent Treble Bob Major.

Fred Owen

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
WEST DORSET BRANCH.

The annual meeting, postponed from December, was held at
Beaminster on Saturday last, March 1st, Svhen members of the branch
were joined by visiting members from Dorchester.

Bridport is the time-honoured centre for the annual meeting, but
on this occasion Beaminster was chosen, as the bells there are fitted
with the ‘' Seage * apparatus, which some time since had been over-
hauled and was more or less in working order. .A few hitches had
to be overcome at the start, and while the ‘ technicians * were
struggling some Grandsire Doubles and Triples and Bob Minor were
rung on handbells. Most of those present had not touched a rope
since the ban came into operation, so the use of the apparatus lent
an additional attraction to the meeting and enabled some touches of

apparatus has been in the tower for a great many years
it would be interesting to know what improvements h"ive been made
on the original invention up to date, as to the ringers it seemed a
device with great possibilities, particularly if wire connections could be
eliminated and foolproof electric contacts arranged.

Canon G. C. Hutchings, %he Vicar, conducted a short servfte at
430 p.m., and after an excellent tea at a nearbv cafe the Master of
the Guild, the Rev. C. Carew Cox, who is also chairman of the
branch, presided over the business meeting.

All the officers, some of whom were serving in the Forces, were re-
elected. The hon. secretary, Mr. C. H. Lathey, reported that a
number of towers had made no returns and in consequence there was
a drop in subscriptions. But his balance sheet, nevertheless, showed
the satisfactory figure of over £8 in hand. It was reaffirmed that
each.tower should be responsible for the subscriptions of its members
on active service.

It was decided, all being well,
Beaminster during the summer.

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded the incumbent for the use of
the tower and for the service, also to Mr. Lathey and the Beaminster
members for_their arrangements, resulting in a very pleasant, if

gathering.

to arrange another meeting at



March 7t», 1941.

HENRY JOHNSON COMMEMORATION.

v ENJOYABLE LUNCHEON AT BIRMINGHAM.

The annual gathering, which takes place each year in Birmingham,
to honour the memory of the most famous of all Birmingham ringers,
Henry Johnson, was held for the fifty-third time last Saturday. In
view of the difficulties of the times through which we are passing,
there was necessarily some curtailment of the usual proceedings, but
in the opinion of those who attended it was no less enjoyable than
former gatherings.

An excellent luncheon was served in the Connaught Room at the
Imperial Hotel, to which a company of 55 sat down. Councillor A.
Paddon Smith presided, supported by the Rev.<Janon S. Blofeld (Vicar
of Edgbaston), Mr. T. H. Reeves (hon. secretary), Mr. F. E. Haynes
(Ringing Master), Mr. A. Walker (vice-president) and Mrs. Walker,
Mr. A. A. Hughes (hon. treasurer, Ancient Society of College Youths),
Mr. H. Knight (hon, secretary, Society for the Archdeaconry of
oStafford) and Mr. F. W. Perrens. The visitors included Mr. R.
Richardson (Master, Lincoln Diocesan Guild), Mrs. and Miss Richard-
son, Mr. F. Skidmore (Bristol United Ringing Guilds), Mr. William
Saunders (Coalbrookdale), Mr. J. H. Shepherd (Swindon) and Mr.
F. E. Collins (Croydon).

The Hon. Secretary said that letters of apology had been received
from Mr. James George, Mr. J. W. Jones (Newport), Mr. J. F. Small-
wood (Bath), Mr. F. B. Yates (King's Norton), and one from Mr.
J. A. Trollope on behalf of Mr. J. S. Goldsmith, who had regularly
attended this gathering for many years, and was in hospital at Woking
where he had been prepared for an operation. The hon. secretary
was asked to convey to Mr. Goldsmith the sympathy of all his old
friends who had met that afternoon, together with their best wishes
for a speedy recovery.

CHURCH AND STATE.

After the toast of the King had been enthusiastically honoured,
Mr. F. E. Haynes proposed 4The Church and State.’” He said that
whatever might befall England and its democratic .Church and con-
stitution, bellringers would couple duty towards the Church with duty
towards the State. Many members had been called upon to serve in
His Majesty’s Forces. If it were conceivable that we should not be
victorious in this struggle we should have neither Church nor State,
therefore our loyally was now needed more than at any time in our
history. With the toast the speaker coupled the name of the Rev.
Canon S. Blofeld, who had always shown a helpful interest in the
welfare of the Guild.

Canon Blofeld, who responded, said he thought it was a little
hysterical to silence our church bells. All regretted it and felt it
ehad never been justified. We had some basic'belief that evil cannot
win. We must try to strengthen in our minds something more than
Britain's prosperity—something more than Britain’s democracy—some-
thing based upon the eternal belief that goodness must endure.

The hon. secretary then read a telegram from the hon. secretary
of the Ancient Society of College Youths, conveying the best wishes
of the society for a successful gathering.

The Chairman proposed the toast of *The memory of the late
Henry Johnson.” For the first time, he believed, the toast was to be
given by someone who never knew Henry Johnson. He had heard
probably 40 different men praising the famous Birmingham ringer,
whose memory would never fade so long as ringing was practised.

The toast was drunk in silence, and afterwards a course of Stedman
Cinques was rung on the handbells by D. ,T. Matkin 12, F. W.
Perrens 3-4, F. E. Pervin 56, A. Walker 7-8, G. F. Swann 9-10, F. E.
Haynes 11-12.

THE GUILD OFFICERS.

The toast ' Continued Prosperity to the St. Martin’s Guild ' was
proposed by the chairman. He had the honour that afternoon of
presiding over the smallest gathering at a Henry Johnson Com-
memoration. The hon. secretary had overcome many difficulties in
making the arrangements, and he was to be congratulated upon
having succeeded in such extremely difficult times. The officers of the
Guild were determined to keep the continuity of the commemoration
unbroken, and it should never be said that Hitler (or anyone else) could
prevent them from meeting. In the years to come it would be remem-
bered that the ‘old boys * had kept the Guild going through the
most difficult period England hac™ ever experienced. The speaker then
said it was his sad duty to refer to tne passing of their beloved
Master, the late Alderman J. S. Pritchett, whose fame was world-
wide so far as the ringing Exercise was concerned. He was a very
distinguished man and a good ringer. His silvery voice would be for
long remembered by visitors to the Birmingham dinner. They
lamented the passing of one who was a distinguished adornment at
many happy gatherings. The speaker referred also to the passing of
Mr. Jonathan Preston, for many years an auditor for the Guild. Mr.
Preston .began his ringing career when a new peal of bells was in-
stalled at Erdington Parish Church, and from that dav his interest
had never faded. The Guild had lost another member Dy the tragic
death of Mr. Stephen Wood, of Bristol, whose valuable work for the
Exercise was well known to everyone in the room. No ringing society,
said the speaker, could continue without a good secretary. It was a
task that nad recently become even more thankless than usual now
that ringing was forbidden. Mr. Reeves was the finest secretary they
could have, and he knew that he had the support of every member

(Continued in next column.)
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DESIGN OF BELL FRAMES.
<A REPLY TO MR. HUNT.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I fear that Mr. Hunt has overlooked the fact that the
article on bell-cages was written from the point of view of an
archaeologist. The use of the word ‘ bell-cage should have given the
clue. Asa' greybeard,’ | dare not be a prophet—but as a carpenter
and ringer | certainly have strong opinions as to how a bell frame
should be constructed.

The engineer has been unable'to improve on the design of the
modern timber frame. This is shown in tlie numerous examples of
both iron and steel frames, with which we are blessed or cursed to-day
—according to one's point of view. They still consist of the same
triangulated truss; so | consider that the progressive plan has rentlied
its end, and has progressed beyond the day of the corner or end
posts. | will give my reasons for dumping the corner post on the
Junk-lieap of the past after | have dealt with the braces.

I do not agree that ' struts made from wood are a failure because
the splayed shoulders shrink.” That the shoulders occasionally shrink
I do not deny, but it must be borne in mind that the shoulders
remain straight so that they still provide a good seating for the head
and cill when the vertical 'bolts have been tightened up. The argu-
ment about shrinkage can and has been overdone in the past. Once
a frame (assuming, of course, that it is constructed of well-seasoned
timber—not just dried) has adjusted its moisture content to that of
the average for the tower, for all practical purposes it will perform
itsjob well, when given its due attention.

Now in a frame with corner posts these will prevent the vertical
bolts of the braces from doing their job. It is like trying to cramp
two pieces of timber together, with a block between them—it just
can’'t be done. The corner posts hardly transmit any thrust from
the head to the cill, it is the braces that do this job; so like all
superfluous members, corner posts have been discarded.

I am interested in Mr. Hunt's ideal bell frame and note that each
truss requires 18 bolts against the two in the modern timber frame.
As experience in the 15th and 19th centuries proved that many joints
and fastenings were a source of weakness, | would suggest that such
a large number of bolts are also a source of weakness; bearing in
mind that the two bolts per truss of the modern frame are often
neglected, still more would 18 bolts per truss be likely to be neglected.

The spanner always has been the helpmate of the belt, and, as far
as | can see, always will—fate has made them inseparable.

The 19tli century bellliangers have experimented with composite
frames of wood and iron or steel, and from the experience gatnered
they gave the composite frame up for good. The modern belllianger
realises that it is a case of all wood, or all iron and steel—like oil
and water, they are bad mixers. It appears that they have yet to
learn that cast-iron and rolled steel are also bad mixers.

G. P. ELPHICK.

Southover, Lewes.

HENRY JOHNSON COMMEMORATION

(Continued from previous column.)
of the Guild. The Guild was fortunate also in having Mr. F. E.
Haynes as Ringing Master, although there was little for him to do
at the moment.
KINDRED SOCIETIES.

The speaker had much pleasure in coupling the name of Mr. T. H.
Reeves with the toast ‘' Continued Prosperity to the St. Martin's Guild.’

Mr. T. H. Reeves, in reply, thanked the chairman for the toast,
and the ladies and gentlemen for so kindly receiving it.

Mr. A. Walker proposed the toast ‘' Kindred Ringing Societies.* It
was true, said the speaker, that the numbers were less than on former
occasions, but he felt that what they were lacking in quantity they
made up for in quality. It was a friendly gesture on the part of the
Ancient Society of College Youths to send their good wishes, and he
was glad to know that they were still meeting. He was sure that
their kind wishes were reciprocated by Birmingnam ringers. He con-
gratulated Mr. A. A. Hughes upon his efforts to preserve the records
of the Ancient Society, and thanked him and also the other visitors
for overcoming the inconvenience of present-day travel to attend the
luncheon.

In response, Mr. A. A. Hughes said that he had been particularly
charged by members of the Ancient Society of College Youths to
convey hearty greetings from the City of London. They had been
closely associated for many years—two cities badly scarred but far
from scared.

Mr. F. Skidmore also Yeplied, saying that it was gratifying to see
that the centre of England was still maintaining a lively interest
in ringing in spite of the ban. He congratulated them upon their
menu, which appeared to have been chosen from noil-rationed foods,
thereby causing no hardship to anyone.

A short business meeting followed,
business to transact.
member of the Guild.
be held at headquarters.

The early evening was occupied by handbell ringing. The company
dispersed much earlier than is usual at Birmingham dinners, but it
was agreed that the efforts of the officers of the Guild had been well
worth while.

though there was very little
Mr. F. Skidmore (Bristol) was elected" a life
It was decided that the next meeting should
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REVERSALS.

THE RIGHT USE OF THE TERM.
To the Editor.

Sif>—The discussion on this subject reminds me that | have some-
where an article about it, which 1 wrote 40 years ago, for the then
‘Bell News,” but never typed out; had it been sent, the question
might have been settled once for all.

What we have to decide is whether we ought to use the word
‘reverse ' in a strict or in a general sense. We ar'e told that Nature
abhors a vacuum. Whether this be so or not, it is quite certain that
in writing out change ringing we can never leave one space T>lank.
If one bell wants to move In one direction, it cannot do so until
another is ready to take its place. Every movement has its opposite.
This*goes right through change ringing, so that there is notliing of
which we cannot say that one way Is the ordinary way, and another
is the ‘reverse* We can even go so far as Mr. Bankes James and
say that the hunt being one side of the treble is the ordinary way,
and the other side is the reverse variation.

There is nothing wrong in so doing. The only thing to be said
against it is that it makes the word ‘ reverse ' useless, and it would
be better and les§ misleading not to use it at all.

If, however, we are going to use the word in future (as all ringers
want to do), it would surely be best to use it in the same sense as
is used in other matters. The best known is with regard to coins.
If you take a coin and place it so as to see what is called the ‘ heads,
in the best way, this view is called the ‘obverse '—(from two Latin
words, meaning ‘ turned towards you '). Now suppose a line drawn
as a tangent to the right edge of the coin, to represent the position
of a hinge; and on such a hinge turn the coin over. The, view now
seen is called the ‘ reverse '; another word from the Latin, and mean-
ing *turned back.” From this use of the word every other use may
be made to radiate.

If, however, instead of turning over the coin, we keep the same
face up, but screw it round, so that the line which was a tangent to
the upper edge, becomes the tangent to the lower edge, we have not
reversed the coin, but we have turned it upside down, or inverted it.
What we see might be called the ‘inverse,” and the process by which
we attain it may be called ' inversion,’ or *‘inverting.’

Now all these things may be done with rows of changes. The most
usual is with regard to methods. We speak of a reverse method when
we mean one in which the work that is ordinarily done when the
treble is leading is now done when the treble is behind. To this use
of the word no one could possibly object.

The word is, however, often used in other senses. Thus a slow six
in jStedinan is often said to be the reverse of a quick one. In this
case the six has merely been inverted; one begins at the other end,
as it were. If oiie*wants a technical term for it, it must be called
an inverted six.

To turn anything upside down, or invert ii, one must take the last
first, and go QI until the first is last. This can be done either with
the ringing, or with the method, or with the calling. In the first
case the rows are rung all the same as before, but by taking the last
row first, the music is entirely different. The changes are the same,
but their order is inverted.

In the second case, the diagram would be turned upside down.
That part of the method with which you usually end would become
the beginning. As methods nowadays are usually symmetrical, this
means that most methods are not altered by being inverted.

In the third case, the last call would become the first, and so OlL
This would be the true inversion the touch or peal. Whether there
can be any true reversal of a touch or peal I must leave to others
to say. At any rate, before we can talk about the reverse of a peal,
We must first decide what a reverse is, or should be. From the num-
ber of different so-called reverses which have been suggested 110 one
seems to have considered this primary question yet.

Ufford Rectory. 7 H. DRAKE.

HANDBELL RINGING AND APATHY.
To'the Editor.

Dear Sir,—| was interested to read the account in your issue of
the 28th February of the inaugural meeting of the Highcliffe Society.
Amongst other tilings, I read that a system of teaching handbell
ringing was employed which has many novel features. As one of
many ringers who are, | hope, trying to teach beginners even in
these difficult times, | would like to ask the members of the High-
cliffe Society if they could explain their new methods, in order that
other ringers may profit by their experience.

I should also like to remind 4Numskull ' #tliat the reason for the
apathy which he complains of is not merely a lack of 'enthusiasm Qll
the part of the ringers, but rather a lack of ringers. Now that so
many men liave been called up. it is very difficult, and sometimes
impossible, to get together a band capable of ringing even Grandsire
or Plain Bob. As an example, | would tell him that I am now the
only member of what was a very keen and flourishing band now
remaining.

Nearly all ringers would agree that once a man is lbitten ' by
ringing there is 110 fear that lie will lose his keenness, and | believe
that there are enough keen ringers to carry the Exercise through the
severest tests, and to come out victorious. ‘YOUNG RINGER'

Beechcroft, Sundridge. Kent.

MarcH*7th, 1941.

ERIN DOUBLES.
THE EXTENT NOT POSSIBLE.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—One hundred and twenty changes cannot be obtained in
Erin Doubles for the simple reason the work forbids. There are ten
combinations of any three bells in front with any two remaining over
and dodging behind. Each of these combinations contain six per-
mutations or changes. Therefore, only 60 changes' can be produced
because of the particular work, and this with th£ aid of two normal
Stedman singles. Any bobbing in front would ruin the method.

One hundred and twenty changes of Stedman Doubles can be pro-
duced because, in addition to the two singles, the work of slow and
quick sixes is equivalent to bob work in Erin Doubles, which, if applied
to the latter, would utterly ruin it. F. A. YORKE, Major, R.A.

Somewhere in England.

AN AMENDED SINGLE.

Dear Sir,—May | trespass on your space to offer an improved single
for use in the extents of Erin Doubles which | forwarded. 1 trust
it will be more acceptable, as it only affects the work of two bells.

As will be seen, the substitution of the improved single causes the
order of sixes 10 to 20 of the extent published on the 14th ult. to
be changed to 10, 15, 16, 17, 18, 11, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20.

> 42531
C. KENNETH LEWIS.

A NEW MAJOR METHOD.
A SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENT TO DUFFIELD.
. To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—It is well known that, contrary to Sir Percival Heywood'’s
hopes and expectations, ‘ Duffield ' has never become popular amongst
the ringing fraternity. It may be that one reason for this is that
it is too simple, or, again, that the dodging at lead is considered to
be less musical than if it were in 5.6.

I venture to enclose the course of a method which, in my opinion,
is an improvement. It is still, of course, very simple, but the work
in the front, which takes the place of that in Duffield ' in the middle
places, is rather more interesting than plain hunting, and the dodging
Is transferred from 1.2 to 5.6, tlius improving the music, and making
all dodging and bobs exactly like Stedman.

important, for short touches.
Baildon, Yorks.

12345678 76854213
2143658 7 67582431
24135678 65784213
42316587 5687243 1
43215678 58674213
34126587 85762431
43162857 58726341
34618275 85273614
36412857 82576341
63148275 28753614
61342857 27856341
16438275 72583614
61483725 27538164
16847352 72351846
18643725 73258 164
81467352 37521846
84163725 35728164
48617352 53271846
84671532 35217486
48765123 53124768
47861532 51327486
74685 123 15234768
76481532 12537486
67845123 21354768

12345678
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
THE SCIENCE OF RINGING.

Last week we gave Bulwer's suggested rules for
methods. The interesting thing about these suggested rules
is that all, except, perhaps, the last, were laid down
from the standpoint of the composer of peals. No thought
seems to have been given to the actual ringer in the
belfry, and this attitude is common to almost all the
opinions expressed by authorities at the time and later.
Davies went much further. To him the one important
thing was that the regular succession of the nature of
the rows should never be broken. That was the funda-
mental law of method construction, and in comparison
with it nothing else mattered very much. It seems to us
now a totally untenable position, but it is very remark-
able how many well informed men did share his views,
if n<* to the full extent. Heywood laid down the axiom
that every bell that can must move, and he also expressed
the opinion that places made together are a defect. This
opinion was adopted by a number of people, and is still
held by some. There seems to have been an idea,
more or less definitely held, that places are a necessary
evi® there must be some of them, but the fewer there
are and the more they are hidden up, the better.

Older men will remember the keen and long-drawn-out
controversy which followed Bulwer’'s action. It lasted
for years, and in the end the Exercise accepted three
general principles for method construction. The first is
that no bell may strike more than two consecutive blows
in any one position, the second that the lead of a method
must be symmetrical, and the third that the lead ends
should be what are known as Bob Maj6r lead ends. All
three, and especially the two last, were strongly opposed,
but nobody to-day is likely to challenge them.

In all these arguments and controversies men looked
on a method solely as a means of producing changes, and
that, of course, is one of its most important uses. But
it is not the only one and, as we strongly urge, an equally
and perhaps more important use, is to provide ‘ work '’
for the individual ringer. \Y;

The fundamental defect, of Heywood and the other
authorities was that they attempted to lay down rules and
to set up standards for the art and science of change
ringing before they understood what the art and science
essentially are. Few people even now understand. That
is nothing to their discredit, but we shall very much
better understand method construction if we know some-
thing about how change ringing actually came about,
and what was the root idea which produced it and de-
veloped it.

Change ringing was not the invention of some mathe-
matical genius who sat down with pencil and paper to
work out an elaborate scheme of producing the permuta-
tions of figures' according to scientific rules. It might
conceivably have been so invented, but actually it was
not. It appeared in the belfry among the practical
ringers, and we may safely say that-the real birth of
change ringing was when, after having been used for
years to good round ringing, men began to say to each
other all over the country, ‘Let's have some variety.
Change places with me.” The idea of the movement of
the individual bell among the others is the fundamental
idea. We know from Duckworth’s Tintinnalogia that
this idea of movement was the original idea, and we
know from our personal experience that it remains the
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most important idea, however much we may forget it
when we sit down with pencil and paper to compose'
peals or construct methods. Is it not remarkable and
significant how a man identifies htmself with the bell he

is ringing? He says, ‘| was in 5-6,” or 11 should have
gone down to lead.” Not, ‘1 was striking my bell in
5-6." Notice also how almost every technical term we use

in the belfry implies movement and little else. Hunting,
dodging, bob, course, lead— you can go through the lot;
they are all alike in this respect.

We have compared the work in a peal to a walking
tour across country, and we showed how we react to
similar conditions in both cases. But the analogy must
hot be pushed too far. When we are on a walking toin-
we can go within limits, pretty much where we like, but
when we are ringing, our movement is restricted by cer-
tain definite conditions which are inherent in the nature
of the case. The movement in change ringing is not the
movement of a physical object in space and time, but
the movement of an abstract entify among other similar
entities. This, no doubt, sounds very dreadful, but the
idea is really a very simple one. Our. object in mention-
ing it is to point out that given a definite number of bells
in a row and the intention to alter their relative positions
by moving them among each other, what we can do
and what we cannot do, depend on an exact self-con-
tained science, in just the same way that, given the idea
of a point and a line, the whole of geometry follows as
a logical science. Change ringing' and geometry are, in
fact, two kindred sciences. *

We do not intend to develop this thought further or to
try to explain the nature of the science of change ring-
ing. It is an intensely interesting study for those who
like that sort of thing, but obviously they are not many.
Wbat we want to point out is that the only justification
of any genera”law of method construction is in the fact
that it is implied by the nature of the science. That and
that alone is the justification for the general rules of
symmetry and Bob Major lead ends.

W e will next consider some of the rules which people
have tried from time to time to lay down. First there
is the rule that no bell”should strike more than two con-
secutive blows in any one position. Is that implied by
the fundamental nature of the science? Not absolutely,
though the principle on which it is based is so implied.
For if a bell lies’ for any length of time in one position
it may contravene the root idea of movement. But place
making, as we shall see presently, is a part of move-
ment, and movement may take the form of a succession
of places in the same position. Thus the long fourths it
the bob in Treble Bob, and the long thirds at the single
in Grandsire, are each really three distinct places, and so
can be justified. So, too, can the four blows behind in
Bob Triples. Nevertheless, the Exercise has come to the
conclusion that while there are sufficient reasons for
allowing such a thing at calls, there is none for allowing
it in the plain course of a method. The'distinction is
based on purely practical grounds.

DAMAGE TO HISTORIC BUILDINGS.

Steps are being taken by the Ministry of Works to secure the proper
treatment of churches and other historic buildings damaged in air
raids. Selected local architects with special knowledge of the historic
buildings in their district have been chosen, in consultation with
the Royal Institute of British Architects, to assist and advise local
a?tgobrities before and during the work of demolition and removal
of debris.
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IS A GOOD SURPRISE METHOD ?
MUSIC AND PLMNICE MAKING.
To the Editor.

Dear Sit,—I was glad to read Mr. Woolley’'s letter. The views of
men of his standing were what many of us were hoping to see. |
agree with him in most'of the points he raises, although, perhaps,
not in all.

In a previous letter | suggested that one of the points of a good

methdd was that bells should not occupy a position for too pro-
longed a period. By that | meant that when dodging behind they
should certainly do so long enough to bring out the music, but how
long that should be is, perhaps, a matter of opinion. Two or three
dodges, | should say, is good; four, probably, rather too long.
«For the purpose of comparison between various methods, it doesn’'t
seem to matter very much whether one considers the tenors divided
when two or more or when three or more bells come between. In
the majority of cases the relative result would be much the same,
although not necessarily always so.

Mr. Woolley confines his remarks regarding 4back-lianders ' (perhaps
a crude, but still an expressive® term) to those at the front of the
change. | am not so much concerned with these. The idea that
they may be more difficult to strike is of no importance; they are,
of course, no more difficult than backstroke leads when bells are
dodging. But when they come at the back, as they must in due
course, they do interrupt the rhythm of the changes and so interfere
with the music. Changes are rung in pairs, or should be. In a
sense they are couplets, and in a verse of poetry we may begin a
line with any word we please, but it is very important how we end
it. When back-stroke places are made behind, the couplet is broken,
the expected rhyme or sequence does not come, and the ear experiences
a sense of something lacking. | can quite see, however, that there
may be genuine disagreement on this point, just as there is on the
question of the merits, or otherwise, of modern music. Being a lover
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of Mozart and Beethoven, perhaps I am a bit old-fashioned. If so,
I am still unrepentant. However, | am at one with Mr. Woolley
on the merits of Bristol, although even the sun has spots, and 1

generally endorse his criticism of the opinions of the Rev. C. D. P.
Davies on Major, who, for some reason or other, failed utterly to
appreciate its beauties.

That Bedford is a metlidti on the ‘lengthening-lead ' plai\ is an
obvious advantage. | must confess that | had overlooked this, having
gone no further in my consideration of it than the plain course. When
short touches are desired, this is an extremely useful quality, and the
method certainly deserves a good many extra points for this. |
thank Mr. Woolley for pointing it out.

As regards classification, | was not aware that it had been decided
that the whole pulls where the treble leads and lies do not constitute
* cross-sections.” This was not the opinion of the author (or the
.reviser) of *Standard Methods." But in any case a”nere question of
classification has nothing to do with the merits of a method, and
the deduction of 5 points onxhis account is a minor detail.

May | say how grateful we are for the very interesting series of
articles with which you are favouring us on this question? We shall
look forward with appreciation to as manv more as you feel disposed
to give us. JAMES F. HARVEY.

Baildon, Yorks.
*

OLD RINGERS' RIVALRY.

NORWICH VERSUS AYLSHAM.

Mr. Charles E. Borrett continues to send us most interesting extracts
from the old Norwich newspaper. Here is one which shoula be read
in connection with the controversy over the first peals of Stedman, of
which an account appeared some few months ago in our columns.
Thomas Melchior published a retort, in which he said that the Norwich
men did not believe that the Aylsliam men liad ever rung a peal of
Grandsire Triples. The peal at St. Margaret’s, Leicester, referred to
was rung in February, 1730, ‘ in 3 hours 6 minutes and 27 seconds, to
the great- satisfaction of all the hearers.*

' Norwich Gazette,, November 6th, 1731.

*Norfolk, Aylesham. This is to inform all those who are lovers of
the Art of Ringing, That we whose Names are bere-under written,
the Society of Ringers in the said Town of Aylesham, did on Monday,
the 1st of November instant, ring the Peal of Grandsire Triples,
containing 5,040 changes, in the Space of 3 Hours and 11 Minutes,
which was never known to be done in so short a Time but by the
above-mentioned Company, once by the Leicester Scholars only ex-
cepted, and whereas it lias been inserted in the Newspapers That the
Company of Ringers belonging to the Parish of St. Peter’'s of Man-
croft in the City of Norwich, did lately ring the Peal of Stedman’s
Triples: we the Company above-mentioned, and whose Names are here
under-written, take Leave to tell them, that we do not believe they
did or can prick or ring the said Peal to Truth, notwithstanding
their several Pretensions, tjiey having often contradicted themselves
in pricking the same.

John Amyas, jun. Treble, Ralph Spurrell 2nd, William Wesly 3rd,
Robert Lubbock 4th, Robert Scott 5th, Edward Barnes Uth, Thomas
Spurrell 7th, Jonathap Ulph Tenor.’
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.put the bells out of action.

March 7th, 1941.

DESTRUCTION OF CHURCHES & HISTORIC BUILDINGS.
A NATIONAL RECORD.

The tragic destruction and mutilation of churches and other historic
buildings by enemy action, in ancient cities like London, Bristol and
Coventry, as well as in the countryside, have had one immediate
sequel. At the-invitation of the Royal Institute of British Architects
a conference was held on November 18th -to initiate a scheme for the
compilation of full graphic, photographic and other records of build-
ings of merit, whatever their date, which have been damaged or are
in outstanding danger of damage by warfare’ As a result the
National Buildings Record has been formed under a council.

The work of tne National Buildings Record will be threefoldt (1)
The compilation of a central index of records for purposes of refer-
ence, and the avoidance of duplication; This index is already in being,
thanks to the Architectural Graphic Records Committee, but contains
a* yet only a tithe' of the material existing throughout the country;
(2) the supplementing of these records by adequate surveys where
records are non-existent or incomplete; (3) the record of damage to
buildings and of evidence of history or construction which such damage
often discloses.

The urgency of the task which has been undertaken has been
recognised by the Government, and the Minister of Works and Build-
ings has promised the full co-operation of his department.

THE FIRST PEAL OF FORWARD MAXIMUS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I saw it was claimed in your columns a few weeks ago
that Mr. John Carter had called the first peal of Forward Maximus m
1899. This was incorrect, as the following is an account of the first
peal in the method on 12 bells and which was rung at St. Martin’s,
Birmingham, 5,040 changes, on Tuesday, January 13th, 1903, in 3 hours
and 42 minutes: *Thomas Pigott 1, *John Jaggar 2, Tom Miller 3,
«Charles Dickens 4, William H. Barber 5, Thomas Reynolds 6, *A. J.
Hughes 7, *Albert Walker 8 *A. Paddon Smith 9, *Joseph Pigott 10,
*Janics E. Groves 11, Arthur E. Peglar tenor. Composed by John
Carter and conducted by W. H. Barber. First peal rung in this
method on 12 bells and was rung at the first attempt. * First peal
of Maximus, eight of them and almost a record in that respect.

Mr. John Carter later provided a marblette tablet for this peal.

I don’t think many of them have rung a peal in the method since
owing to the monotony and S|m|Iar|ty of the work throughout, though
it is certainly musicjfl. C. L. ROUTLEDGE.

62, Jesmond Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

ARE RINGERS APATHETIC ?
To the Bditor.

Dear Sir,—There are one or two statements in the letter signed
“ Numskull ' which seem to call for a reply—that is if a numskull is
worth replying to. He writes about the pan on ringing, and appears
to forget that there are circumstances possible when orders will be
given for the hells to be rung. What would happen if this contingency
arose and it was found that the clappers of the bells liad been removed
or securely tied up? | suggest that the person or persons responsible
would be in danger of being locked up as fifth columnists, with per-
haps somewhat grim results. Much as | regret the imposition of the
ban, 1 cannot help feeling that it would be wrong to do anything to
Nobody would think -of interfering with
a weapon of war to make it fit to play with, and whilst the ban is on
our bells are instruments of war. (Perhaps tins is why so many

churches are being destroyed, but that is another matter!)
I would also point out to Numskull that the winter months have
hardly been suitable, especially in London and other big towns, for
activities which must be confined to the evening time—he may find

that during the summer months matters will, in this 'respect, improve.
--------------- C. T. COLES.
ODD STRUCK BELLS.
To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—You ask us to write letters about side issues. Here is

one that may interest somfe of your readers.

Which is the easier and more comfortable to ring; a bell slow at
backstroke and quick at hand, or a bell slow at liandstroke and
quick at back?

I have heard at times the most opposite answers to this question.
Some people say that a bell can be controlled much better at back-
stroke, and, therefore, provided the handstroke pull is made properly,
there should be no difficulty in putting in its right place any bell
slow at back, no matter how slow it is. Other people say that the
open lead helps you when you are ringing a bell slow at handstroke
and badly hampers you when you are ringing a bell slow at back-
stroke. Both sides ciaim famous tenor men as holding their views.

Is it possible to correct an odd struck bell without calling in a
bell founder? It is usually said that, when a bell is Imng by cannons
on a wooden stock, what you must do is to slacken the hangings on one
side and tighten them on the other. Which side must be tightened?
And what do you do when the bell is bolted through the crown to an
iron stock ? Call in the bell founder, | suppose.

If a bell is rung with the clapper on the wrong side, what effect
has that on the oddity of the striking? And would such a thing be
likely to injure the bell? E. C. S, TURNER.
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THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted
under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

All communications should be sent to The Editorial
O ffice of ' The Ringing W orld,” Lower Pyrford
Road, Woking, Surrey.
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MONDAY.

" The Ringing World ' can be sent direct by post from
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— St. Albans
District.— The next meeting will be held at St. Albans
Abbey, on Saturday, March 8th. Bells with a new kind
of apparatus available from 3 p.m. to 4 pm. Tea at
McMeekans at 4.15. Business meeting in the tower at
~15. ~Further ringing on handbells and tower bells 6.30
onwards. Come and try something new in °‘ silent’
tower bells.— Harold J. Hazell, Dis. Sec., 15, King’s
Hill Avenue, St. Albans.

GLOUCESTER .AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO-
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— A quarterly meeting
will be held at the Haymarket Hotel (opposite St. James-
in-the-Horsefair), on Saturday, March 8th. Handbells
2.45 p.m. Tea and meeting 4 p.m.— A. Tyler, Hon. Sec,,
5, Addison Road, Victoria Park, Bristol, 3.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Western Division.—
The annual district meeting will be held at Guiseley on
Saturday, March 8th. Handbells available in Parish Hall
from 1.30. Ramble arranged to commence 3 o’clock.
Tea at approximately 5 p.m. Business meeting at
approximately 6 o’clock. Election of officers, etc.
Annual reports now available— F. Rayment, Dis. Sec.,
Bramley.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.—The next
meeting will be held at Felkirk on Saturday, March 8th.
Handbells available at 2.30 p.m. Tea at 5 p.m. Six
silent tower bells will also be available if required. All
are welcome.— D. Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, Chapel Street,
Shaftonv near Barnsley.

SURREY ASSOCIATION.—North-Western District.
— The annual district meeting will be held at Leatherhead
on Saturday, March 15th. Bells available at Parish
Church in afternoon if required. Service 4 p.m. Tea at
the Duke’s Head at 5 p.m., followed by business meeting.
Handbells, etc., available afterwards. Names for tea
must be sent to Mr. Arthur Dean, 24, Church Walk,
Leatherhead, by Tuesday, March nth.— G. W . Massey,
Hon. Dis. Sec.

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—Welcome
to Hethersett, March 15th. Six tower bells from 3 p.m.
and handbells in church. Service 4.15. Tea 4.45 at the
King’'s Head, followed by business meeting and more
handbells. Reports to hand. Subscriptions gladly re-
ceived.— F. Nolan Golden, Sec., Brabazon Road, Nor-
wich.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIATION.—
Swindon Branch.MQuarterly meeting and handbells at
Rodbourne Cheney Sunday School (opposite Church) on
Saturday, March 15th, 6 to 8 p.m. — W . B. Kynaston,
37, Vicarage Road, Swindon, Wilts.

SURREY ASSOCIATION.— Southern District.— The
annual district, meeting will be held at The Cottage, Oak-
way, Reigate, at 5 p.m. on March 15th.— A. T. Shelton,
Hon. Sec. -

THE RINGING WORLD.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—A district meeting will be
held at Little Clacton on Saturday, March 15th. Hand-
bell ringing at the Vicarage (opposite church) 2.30 p.m.
Service 4.30 p.m. Tea at Blacksmith’s Arms 5.15 p.m.
Business meeting and more ringing at the Vicarage after-
wards. Names for tea by Tuesday, March nth, please.
Neighbouring friends in Suffolk are cordially invited.
There is a good bus service from Ipswich and Colchester
passing the church, but visitors coming by car must get
a permit before entering the coastal defence area.— Leslie
Wright, Hon. Dis. Sec., Lower Barn Farm, Dedham.

DUDLEY AND DISTRICT GUILD. — The annual
meeting will be 'held at Dudley on March 15th. Service
at 4.15, followed by unveiling of a peal board for the
late secretary, Mr. H. Sheppard. Business meeting

after. No arrangements can be made for tea. — John
Goodman, Hon. Sec., 45, Holcroft Street, Burnt Tree,
Tipton.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS. —
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, March 15th.
Members will meet at the * Two Brewers,” Shoe Lane,
E.C.4, at 2.30. Business meeting and handbells at 15,
Farringdon Avenue, at 3 p.m.—A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec,,
Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA-
TION-— Northern Branch.— Meeting for practice, Brier-
ley Hill (a.v.), Saturday, March 15th, 3 p.m. Tea 5
p.m. Social evening to follow.— Bernard C. Ashford,
Sec., 9, Bowling. Green Road, Stourbridge.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—The annual general
committee meeting will be held in Reading (D.V.) on
Saturday, March 22nd, at the Central Girls’ Club, 29,
Chain Street (opposite St. Mary’s Church House), at
3.15 p.m. It is hoped that all branches will be -repre-
sented.— Richard T. Hibbert, Gen. Sec., 69, Ycftk Road,
Reading.

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Biggleswade
District.— A meeting will be held at Henlow on Satur-
day, March 22nd. Bells (6, silent), also handbells, avail-
able, commencing at 3 f>m. Tea at 5. Will those re-
quiring tea please write Mr. L. Bywaters, 12, New
Town” Henlow, Beds? — C. J. Ball, 25, Tempsford
Road, Sandy; Beds.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON-
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— North and East District.—
The annual district meeting will be held at Kilburn on
Saturday, March 29th. Further details will be announced
later.— T. J. Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec.

HERTS ASSOCIATION.— Meeting, Saturday, March
29th, at Guides Studio, Falconer Road, Bushey, at 3.45.
Handbells. Social chat. Comfortable room. Tea ar-
ranged. A welcome to all interested in ringing, whether

handbell ringers or not. Call in and see. Bus service
close handy. — C. H. Horton, 53, Aldenham Road,
Bushey.

WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA-

TION*— Annual Meeting. Preliminary Notice. — The
annual meeting will be held (d.v.) at Worcester on Sat-
urday afternoon, May 17th. Resolutions for the agenda
should reach me by Saturday, April 19th (Rule 10). Tea
will be arranged,'if possible, but only for those whose
names are given to the branch or”general secretaries at
least ten days before the meeting. Will members please
note, as the committee have decided to strictly enforce
this?— J. D. Johnson, Gen. Sec.
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The Central Council Publications

TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE
from the
Rev. E. S. POWELL, Staverton Vicarage, Daventry

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section |I.
Dominated Methods)
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section Il. (Plain Bob and
Double OXford B OD) ..o
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section HI. (Double Norwich) ... 9
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.AB..
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF
BELLS ... ..
METHOD SHEETS—Stedman and Grandsire Trlples
Cambridge Surprise Major
Double Norwich and Cambridge C0|yt
Bristol Surprise Major
HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New
Edition)

(Odd-Bell Treble

N
© 0

oONNWwRw 2

N
@)

The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.

‘ROPE-SIGHT, Is. 10d.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treat* Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE, 2s. 10d.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charte, etc.

'STANDARD METHODS," ninth edition, 2s. 10d.

*STEDMAN,” 2s. 10d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method

on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof ana composition.

‘TREBLE BOB, Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.

‘SURPRISE METHODS, 2s. I0d. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P.
Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams,®°126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
Miss MARGARET =, SNOWDON

Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulverston, Lancs

PUBLICATIONS.

= GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simpl

Explained,” 9th thousand, 63d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen,
post free. By I, Roe and M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,” 2nd

thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR, for those
about to begin more advanced methods. 7%d. each,

6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards,

Wonersh, Surrey.

THE RINGERS’ HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL.
Containing full and complete instruction from the first handlmg
of a bell to the ringingl and conducting of peals of Grandsire,
Stedman, Plain Bob ana Kent Treble Bob.
Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 279
(6 copies for 15/-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp.,
1/2 (6 copies for 6/-).

Obtainable only post free from Rev.' E. 8. POWELL,
Staverton'Vloaratfe, near Daventry
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THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’

NOTID FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING
Est. 1820 Tel. 2400

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

Oroer your Bell Ropes now, before prices increase,
pre-war quality, and send us your old Bell Ropes
for repairs whilst not in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING MATS AND BELL MUFFLERS

Suitable for Presentation or
Wedding Gift
Correctly Modelled BEIL IRKSTABD gs& in Solid Silver

Sin.
87/8

Siin
78/8

Diameter
Price

2}in 2iin, 3iin. 3iin. 4in. <Jin.
18/« 22/8 28/6 33/8 42/« 52/8
The 5in. size is also made to hold SOcigarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

yTE RUSSELL and Optioian

Telephone 276 W O KIN G

SMITH of DERBY

for Church and Turret Clocks

- Electric or Weight Driven

Makers of many famous clocks, in-
cluding St. Paul’'s Cathedral, London,
and throughout the world.

John Smith & Sons, Midland Clock Works,
Derby, Ltd.

Head Office and Works, Queen St., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 45569 Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd.. Guild-
ford, and Published bé the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams
Bundmgs London,
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RECONSTRUCTION AND BELL TOWERS

One result of the grievous and widespread destruction
of buildings is that persons in authority are taking steps
to compile full graphic, photographic and other records
of buildings of merit which have been damaged or are in
outstanding danger of being damaged by warfare.
Destruction, unfortunately, there has been and will be,
but some attempt is being made to ensure that we and
future generations shall not wholly lose the example and
the inspiration of the work of men of past ages.

For the moment we are_chiefly and strenuously con-
cerned with the things of the present; shortly we shall be
most urgently concerned with the things of the future;
and it would almost seem that these are no times for us
to concern ourselves about the things of the past. Yet
the wise man knows without a peradventure that our
future both as a nation and as a Church depends very
largely on the extent to which we can preserve, in the
changing conditions that are coming, the great things
and the great ideas which have come down to us from
the past.

To some the destruction of houses and churches appears
as a most excellent opportunity of replacing them by
buildings better and more worthy. And so it is. Much
that has been destroyed was bad and we need not regret
it. Itis only the best whose loss wte deplore and whose
memory we wish to preserve.

As ringers we are particularly interested in the new
ideas of*building and architecture which may arise in the
reconstruction period after the war. Our art depends on
the existence of bells, and bells are useless unless there
are suitable towers and steeples in which they can be
hung. Throughout the long history of the Church from
the earliest times the styles of architecture in which
churches were built have varied enormously, but a steeple
which could contain bells has always been considered as
an essential feature of a complete church, though oft-
times it was omitted for want of funds. « Of late years
there has been a distinct tendency towards a style of
architecture which has no place for bell-carrying steeples.
The nineteenth century architects built many churches
with steeples too flimsy to hold ringing peals, but at least
they pretended to be bell towers. Modern architects to a
large extent have dropped even- the pretence. There is a
real fear that in the church building of the future no pro-
vision will be made for bells, and therefore anything
which, like the new survey and record, tends to maintain
Jcontinuity with the ideas of the past is to be welcomed.
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.

(ESTABLISHED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS

Makers of many of the largest and most important ClocKs
in the World.

CLOCKS REPAIRED AND DIALS RESTORED.

‘THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS/

Bankfleld Terrace, Burley, Leeds.

And at 9, Adelphi Chamber*, Shakespeare St.,
Newcastle-on-Tyne,
and 96, Carver Street, Moorhead, Sheffield.
)
THE RINGER'S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole,
Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved
—as Illustration,
get. HALL MARKED GOLD 45/-
HALL MARKED SILVER 716

GILT OR WHITE METAL ..  4/-

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can
be engraved on the reverse side at a
small extra charge. *

GEQ. STACEY, "StZ .«

6, PARK ST., MINEHIAO, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING

The Newest and Most Interesting
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art
and learn how to practise it

The System is fully explained in
‘METHOD SPLICING, price 1/3 (post free)
from * The Ringing World ' Office,
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKING.

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL,

Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope
Manufacturer,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti-
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh. St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter-
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s,

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Maker to St.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.
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HANDBELL PEAL.

AYLSHAM, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Sunday, March 9%1941, in Two Hours and | en Minutes,
At 4, Fairlbigh Terrace,
A PEAL OF BOB NMNOR, 6040 CHANGES;

Being seven 720's called differently. Tenor 6ize 16 in B.
Albert Rought.eenen, 1-2 | Jack N. A. Pumphrey 34
W atter C. Mbdlbr 56
Conducted by W. C. Mbdibr.

SILENT APPARATUS.
AS USED AT ST. LAWRENCE JEWRY.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I have followed with attention the correspondence in
your columns Qll the above subject, but have not yet seen any sug-
gestion which might give a lead to the would-be constructor.

The ideal apparatus is such that when the tower bells are rung
with clappers fixed, a set of gongs corresponding to them sound in the
ringing chamber and reproduce in miniature the blows the bells
would have made if the clappers had been free. As far as | can
mascertain, this has never yet been realised, but a fair compromise is
possible.

The first requisite is the necessity for the signals given by the
apparatus to synchronise with the blows of the bells (if open). It is
fairly obvious that this cannot be attained by having contacts or
triggers in fixed positions on the wheels or stocks, if one stops to
%or_\sfi]der the moment the clapper strikes the bell when at different

eights.

Whether the arc the bell swings over is 90 degrees or 360 degrees,
the clapper will strike it at the top of its swing. Consequently if the
contacts are correct for a certain arc, they will not be so if the arc
be greater or less, and, if less, they will ‘miss’ altogether. In
change ringing the bells seldom fall lower than an arc of Z40 degrees
or 30 degrees above the frame either way, and it may be thought
that if the contacts are placed so that they operate at this point, all

will be well, but this is not so.
The signal given is too soon for bells rung to a set pull, the effect
in change ringing being this. 11 rounds the bells shake down '’

more or less into a beat, as all are swinging regularly and get their
signals equally early. But in changes it is not possible to make one’s
bell strike quicker by *holding it down ' or slower by ‘ pushing it

higher.” A Small bell may be ‘driven * to strike in time, but with
any weight at all it is really hard work pulling it about. This is the-
chief fault with the Seage and similar apparatus, it made ‘ work’

for the heavy end.

Th§ ideal could be realised if the clapper itself or some *gadget *
to reproduce the motion of the clamper could be made to operate the
contacts or triggers. If done electrically either flexible connections or
rubbing contacts would be required between the moving parts and
the device operating the gong, wliiflh, by the way, must have more
*kick ' than the ordinary jingle stroke bell movement, which does
not give that firm blow required if the sound is not to be overpowered
by the noise of the ropes moving in the slides. For this Solenoids
specially wound would be required. At the present time electrical
equipment is difficult to obtain, and the cost of the Solenoids alone
would make it prohibitive to most towers. If done mechanically then
again the precision work required would be costly, although Cjuite
possible. In addition, I am assured by practical people in bell circles
that complicated apparatus would not be used, simply because it
would not be kept in order. 11 fact, the simpler it is the greater
the chance of adoption.

Although far from perfect, | will endeavour to describe the con-
trivance which had a fair measure of success at St. Lawrence Jewry:—

A set of eight handbells was clamped between battens fixed in the
chiming rack, each bell having alongside it a hammer operated by
a one-way trigger. From the bells in the tower waxed liemp cords
were led through the pulleys and holes normally occupied by the
chiming ropes and attached to the eight triggerg respectively. The
upper ends of the cords wero anchored to the gudgeons (or bosses)
of the bells by means of metal collars and swing loops. The object
of the arrangement was to obtain a fall and rise of about 4in. for
the cords operating the triggers, and where this was insufficient the
diameter of the gudgeon was built up by a hardwood block to the
required size. The upper ends of the cords terminated with spring
hooks which could be quickly disengaged from the loops if necessary.
The effect was that js the bell turned from hand or back or vice
versa the cord was lowered and raised, operating the trigger, which
missed on the down stroke and struck on the up stroke. Piano
wire springs />n the triggers held the cords in tension, and adjustments
could be made as to length of cord by loops and thumbscrews, and
as to timing by levers of variable length.

The whole arrangement was extremely simple and cheap, and its
chief recommendation that all adjustments could be made in the
ringing chamber. To some extent it had the faults mentioned earlier,
but these could be modified by the adjustments pOSSIbIe Finally
there was nothing to get out of order. . MURRELL.
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A BOURNEMOUTH APPARATUS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Many years ego Seage's apparatus was installed in the
tower of St. Peter’s, Bournemouth. | am given to understand by
those who used it that it was anything but reliable and by reason of
the strain placed upon the copper wire used, breakages were frequent.
About 1920 the apparatus was dismantled, although the bells fixed in
the ringing chamlber remain.

I have successfully fixed up the tenor bell with an electrical device
which will operate the gong in the chamber, using the slide as a
*make and break * contact. Further development in the idea to
embrace the whole peal has not been proceeded with for several
reasons. In the first place, I do not think enough ringers would
climb our tower to ring ‘ dumb bells, and to practise in this way
would mean the tying of all the clappers ‘ or removing them.” Hdw,
then, could we say the bells are ready for use by the authorities
should the necessity arise. One could nip aloft and release the clappers
of one or two bells, but it would not be an easy task or a very
safe one, with inexperienced would-be ringers knocking about.

| demonstrated my apparatus to three or four Bournemouth ringers,
who voted it good, but doubted if it would attract a regular band

for ringing. Could | be assured of this | would complete the job
and risk the alarm bell business by using our sacring bell for the
purpose. As it is, | propose leaving it until after the war, when in

all probability we shall be glad of such an apparatus for practice
purposes. | would send details of my apparatus to anyone interested.
Touching on one other subject, 1 do hope our officials have not lost
eight of the vigilance necessary in post-war days to ensure that
damaged rings of bells are replaced by hanging new bells and not by
‘ gramophone ' bells. We must be ready to ward off a new offensive
by the bell advocates when peace comes.
UR V. DAVIS, Captain of Ringers, St. Peter’s.
116, Alma Road, Bournemouth.

DUFFIELD.
ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST PEAL OF MAXIMUS.

Next Monday is the fiftieth anniversary of the first peal of Duffield
Maximus, rung on March 17th, 1891, at St. Martin’'s, Birmingham.

The band was made up of members of the Society of St. Martin’s
Youths, with two from Burton-on-Trent, Mr. Joseph Griffin, who rang
the seventh, and William Wakley, who rang the tenor. A. P. Hey-
wood rang the sixth and conducted.

When the peal was published it was claimed that ‘' with the excep-
tion of the Double Norwich rung in 1817, it is the only peal of
Maximus in any but the common methods.” It is, however, a little
doubtful if the claim was a sound one. The Real Double Bob Maximus
rung by the College Youths in 1784, and the Cumberland Treble Bob
Maximus rung by the Cumberlands in 1795 can hardly be called
*common ' methods, unless the last was really Kent Treble Bob.

In introducing Duffield, Heywood set himself to supply a want
which, as he pointed out, was badly needed. There had lately been
in his time a great advance in Major ringing, but on ten and twelve
bells Treble Bob was the only method practised, and this'lack of
advancement was, he thought, due solely to the want of suitable
Roval and Maximus methods.

He surveyed the whole situation, and as he said, ' followed a strictly
consecutive line of argument, and showed how that which was sought
was obtained, namely a more convenient and musical '‘method than
Treble Bob, applicable to all even numbers of bells from eight up-
wards; a result which, he trusted, may have, in time, the effect of
stirring up progress in ten and twelve-bell ringing, for with this new
method, whether as Major, Royal or Maximus, 'in simplicity, adapta-
bility and musical properties, he unhesitatingly challenged comparison.*
He was * further bold enough to believe that, as in Stedman is found
the perfection of odd-bell ringing, so in this new method will be found
the most musical and adaptable even-bell system possible of attain-
ment.*

The book Heywood published on Duffield is one of the best written
of all the ringing text books; the arguments and explanations in it
are excellent and clearly stated; Heywood seemed to have completely
proved his case. And yet the method was a failure from the start.
A few peals of Major have been rung at odd times away from the
place of its birth and its name, fewer of Royal, and, we believe, no
more than two of Maximus.

What is the reason? Partly it is conservatism, for Duffield stands
outside the traditions which find expression in the standard methods;
but chiefly it is because the method is monotonous—monotonous both
to ring and to listen to. So far, however, as ten-bell ringing, and
especially twelve-bell ringing, are concerned, it deserves a little more
attention than it has received.

riovs *COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A History of the Society
5/6 (port free) from
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FAMOUS NORWICH RINGERS.

4—CHARLES PAYNE.
Tlien | went to Norwich where the dons do dwell.
Some of the ringers | knew very well.
There was Hurry, he railed against Thurston and Payne,
And swore he would never ring with them again.

So runs the old Norfolk ballad written by ‘ The Rambling Ringer

Charles Payne, who in after years was chief labourer to Samuel
Thurston, was born at Bio' Norton in the year 1791. There were five
bells at the parish church, and on them he learnt to ring. The
Ramblin1q Ringer says that— §

went to Bio’ Norton and there rang on five,

Wlth some good men as any alive,

They were lovers of ringing as well as good beer,

And to practise their art they went far and near.
At the neighbouring tower of Garboldisliam there was a fing of six
and for many years a very enthusiastic and skilful band. Here Payne
learnt Minor, and here he rang his first peal, one of Oxford Treble
Bob Minor, in 1821. Three of his brothers were in the band. James
Chinery, a native of Bio’ Norton, told Samuel Slater that he remem-
bered all these Paynes. John Payne was a jobbing gardener and
Thomas was parish clerk. He and a man named John Andrews
taught four men to ring, for as the saying goes, ‘' They Paynes were
getting old and wanted to teach some young men before they died.
Tom Payne used to assist Andrews in his hay trussing, and one day
when he was an old man, going to work, he fell down dead.

About the year 1821 Charles Payne left Bio’ Norton and went and
lived at Norwich, where he joined the Norwich Scholars. He became
a close companion of Samuel Thurston, and rang in all his best peals,
including Double Oxford Bob Major, Double Norwich, Superlative and
London Surprise.

Thurston 'was employed as a stonemason at Norwich Cathedral,
and Payne was in the band that rang the bells there for the last time.

On one occasion the Norwich Scholars went on a long ringing tour,
but before it elided their finances went wrong and they had to sell
or pawn their watches and part of their clothing to raise enough
money to take them home, where they arrived in a state of destitu-
tion. Mr. Samuel Slater thought this was the occasion on which
Thurston and Payne visited Lavenliam for the annual anniversary
ringing. The date would be about 1827.

On the last day of the year 1831 the Norwich Scholars started for
a peal of Stedman Cinques at Mancroft with Payne at the tenth, but
owino- to an error by Thurston, who was calling, the bells came round
when they had rung 4,884 changes. The ringing, Osborn says, was
most excellent.

After Thurston’s death in 1841, Payne moved to Great Yarmouth,
where he joined the band at St. Nicholas’ Parish Church. With them
he rang three peals, Grandsire Caters, Treble Bob Royal and Treble
Bob Major. i i

Several anecdotes are told of him. On one occasion there was a
very disagreeable meeting and the members got to high words with

each other. Payne sat quietly until both sides appealed to him.
Then he said, ‘You are all wrong, and fools for hitching up such
a noise.’

Somebody asked him how many methods he knew, and his reply
was, *Ask me how many | do not- know, and then perhaps I can tell

V Payns rang in 160 towers, most of them in Norfolk and Suffolk with
five and six bell rings. Eight had three bells. He was a good double-
handed ringer and able to ring two bells in several methods. On
August 24th, 1826, he took part in a peal of Oxford Treble Bob Major
with the Norwich men, and later, with three Yarmouth men, he rang
a long touch of Double Norwich, the first recorded touch in the
method on handbells. The details are given in a contemporary
newspaper :— "

Yarmouth: Handbell ringing. On Tuesday, February 1st, 1848, a
true and complete touch containing 1,680 changes was rung on hand-
bells of Double Norwich Court by the following persons: Thomas Fox
1-2, Frederick Watering 3-4, James Burman 5-6, Charles Payne 78
Conducted by Charles Payne.’

The last time Payne rang with the Yarmouth company his eyesight
was so bad that he had to be led to his rope, but he was still an
excellent striker.

He died at Yarmouth on December 4th, 1866, in his 75th year, and
was buried in the churchvard. The St. Nicholas’ company erected a
stone over his grave, which records that ‘he was of unimpeachable
integrity and enjoyed the highest respect and esteem of all who knew
him.” The Norwich Scholars rang a muffled peal for him at Mancroft.

These particulars, which have been sent us by Mr. Theodore E.
Slater from the manuscripts of his father, the late Samuel Slater,
form an interesting addition to the accounts recently forwarded by
Mr. Charles E. Borrett.

LEICESTER.—On Fridav, March 7th, at St. Margaret's Church
'with clapperless bellsl 720 Bob Minor, in 24 minutes, by Miss Mar-
garet Morris 1, Ernest Morris (conductor) 2. Miss Betty Ravfield 3,
‘reorse Stedman Morris 4. Josiah Morris 5. Ronald .1 Ravfield, R.A.,
" This band comprises one grandfather, two fathers, two sons, three
brothers, one sister, one daughter, one granddaughter, one uncle, onf*
niece—yet only six ringers.
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THE PEAL BOARDS OF LONDON.

A GENERAL SURVEY.
By J. Armiger Trollope.

During these last six months we have had more than
one sharp reminder of the loss we may suffer, and in-
deed have already suffered, in our old ringing- records,
through enemy action.

This applies in varying degree to the whole country,
hut especially to London, for it is there that the largest
quantity of the most valuable kind has been preserved. It
consists of the very fine collection of manuscripts and
printed* books in the library of the British Museum,
which, we may be fairly certain, are well looked after,
the peal and name books belonging to the Ancient Society
of College Youths, the best of which are in a place of
safety, though there was much regrettable loss when the
Coffee Pot was burnt down ; the records of the Cumber-
land Youths, which we understand have been cared for;
and the ancient peal boards in various belfries.

Laughton’s manuscript which was in the library of the
Guildhall apparently is safe. Some time back | made a
verbatim copy of this manuscript and it is now in the col-
lection belonging to the Guildford Diocesan Guild.

In peal boards there has already been a serious loss
and in the days to come there may still be more, but
apart from the precautions which are now generally be-
ing taken to safeguard churches, it is difficult to see
what can be done. It has been suggested that the most
valuable should be taken down and stored in safe places.
In some cases it might be done, but in others it would
be, as things are, almost impossible. Some of the tab-
lets at St. Peter Mancroft, Norwich, for instance, are very
large; they are constructed of wood, plaster and canvas ;
and to take thern down without damaging them would be
a long, costly, and difficult operation.

Meanwhile, readers may be interested in a short ac-
count of what boards there are in London belfries, and
what has been the fate of others in the past.

As we should expect from the part they played in the
early development of the art, London belfries are rich in
peal boards, but more remarkable than the number of
those which still remain is the number of those which
for one reason or another have disappeared.

In the eighteenth century there were within the City
fifteen towers which had ringing peals of eight or more
bells, and in each of them more than one notable per-
formance was achieved. Tn addition to those of which
some account has survived it is certain that there were
other peals rung by bands which belonged to societies
such as the London Scholars, whose records are lost, or
to companies like the City Scholars, which existed for
only a short time and are either entirely forgotten, or are
remembered by a chance reference in some contemporary
newspaper or manuscript. Not every peal was recorded
on a board, but whenever it was possible, it was done.

Thirteen of the rings of bells were hung by the middle
of the eighteenth century, and accounts of 47 peals rung
on them till then have been preserved. Of these peals
we know that seven were recorded in the belfries, but
only one of the boards still remains, that recording the
5,000 of Oxford Treble Bob Royal by the College Youths
at St. Sepulchre’s, Snow Hill, in 1741.

The first peal known to have been accomplished in
London was one of the 5,040 changes of Grandsire Caters
by the London Scholars in 1717. For this a board was
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put up, but it was taken down when the steeple was re-
paired in 1796 and was not replaced. The same society
rang in 1729 6,240 changes of Grandsire Cinques at St.
Michael’'s, Cornhill. The board remained till about 1840
and was copied by Osborn, but it was then in pieces and
not hung, and soon afterwards was broken up.

The second peal in London was the Hick Triples by the
Union Scholars at St. Dunstan’s-in-the-East in 1718. We
do not know whether they put up a tablet to record it
but it is quite likely, for they did put up one to re
cord the 5,120 of Treble Bob Major rung shortly after-'
wards in the same steeple.

What became of it is"told in a letter written by Samuel
Austin in 1863 to Ellacombe:—*‘ That peal was recorded
in the belfry, and in my younger days | saw it many
times. The church was taken down (not the tower) and
rebuilt in 1820; the bells were repaired, the belfry painted
and whitewashed, and in taking down the board on which
the peal was recorded it fell to pieces with old age and
was not replaced.’

Sixty years ago there was at St. Andrew’s,
a board for 6,160 Bob Major rung by a
society ' in 1738. It was then much dilapidated and has
since disappeared. The same tale may be told about the
board for the peal of Treble Bob Royal by the Eastern
Scholars in St. Sepulchre’s in 1741, the first peal ever
rung in the method.

The first peal rung by the College Youths was one of
Grandsire Cinques in 1725 at St. Bride's. This was
,commemorated by a board which was the only one on
which Benjamin Annable’s name appeared. That was
lost in the recent fire raid, and so was a board recording
6,012 Grandsire Caters at St. Giles’ Cripplegate, by the
City Scholars in 1732, if it was the same as one which,
through dirt and the discoloration of the varnish, had
become illegible. I am rather inclined to think it had
already disappeared.

For peals rung in the second half of the eighteenth
century only three boards still remain. One at St
Magnus’ records 5,148 Double Grandsire Caters by the
College Youths in 1762, one at St. Botolph's, Aldgate, is
for 5,040 Grandsire Triples by the Junior Cumberlands
in 1785, and one at St. Sepulchre’s for 5111 Grandsire
Caters by the same society in 1793. | have not seen the
board at Aldgate, and so am not quite certain if it is still
there. ,

Two boards lost at St. Bride’s were for 5,104 Grand-
sire Cinques by the Union Scholars in 1751, and 5,232
Treble Bob Maximus by the College Youths in 1777.
The illegible board destroyed at Cripplegate was prob-
ably for 5,200 Oxford Treble Bob Royal bv the London
Youths in 1777.

St. Botolph’s, Bishopsgate, had formerly three or four
old boards recording among other peals the three rung
on the day the bells were opened. These peals were rung
by the three leading London societies of the time, the
Society of College Youths, the Society of Cumberland
Youths, and the ancient Society of College Youths.

The boards were taken down about sixty years ago
when the belfry was cleaned, and after standing for some
time against the wall, were broken up for firewood.

Stl Dionis’, Backchurch, had a board recording a peal
rung by the ancient Society of College Youths in 1785,
and another recording one rung by the Cumberl®™nds in
1850, Both boards disappeared when the church was

Holborn,
* friendly
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pulled down, and the same fate befel a board recording a
peal of Real Double Bob Major by the College Youths,
in 1778, at St. Dunstan’s-in-the-West, when that church
was rebuilt.

Two or three early nineteenth century boards were
destroyed at All Hallows’, Barking, in the recent fire.

It will be noticed that more than one famous belfry
possesses no board as old as the eighteenth century. The
oldest at Bow dates from 1803, the oldest at Cornhill
from 1837. If any boards ever existed at St. Lawrence
Jewry, or St. Stephen’s, Coleman Street, they had dis-
appeared long before the churches were destroyed. | am
not quite sure, but | believe there was* at one time an
early nineteenth century board at St. Stephen’s. There
are no boards at St. Dunstan’s-in-the-East.

Only four peals were rung at St. Michael’'s, Cornhill,
during the eighteenth century, and that perhaps accounts
for the absence of boards, but we should have expected
to find some at Bow, where more than one outstanding
performance was achieved. W e are rather forced to con-
clude that there has been some regrettable destruction in
the belfry.

DESIGN OF BELL FRAMES
To the Editor. «

Dear Sir,—In reply to Mr. G. P. Elphick, may | say that my bell
frame with combined wood and cast-iron struts is a real thing; we
have one here at St. James’.

I have seen a good number of different frames and this is the best
of them all, steady as a rock. About eighty peals have been rung
on the bells (tenor 20 cwt.), and | feel certain Mr. Elphick lias n®ver
rung on a better going peal for their weight.

If Mr. Elphick will look at my letter again he will see there are
four bolts at each end of the strut and they are required to be
effective. | have a slight knowledge of woodwork and 1 have been
working on it for 54 years. J. HUNT.

Taunton.
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ERIN DOUBLES.
IS AN EXTENT IMPOSSIBLE?
To the Editor.

Hear .Sir,—Your two correspondents who have replied to my query
concerning Erin Doubles, namely, why is it impossible to obtain a
120, have answered differently. The Rev. E. S. Powell states the
thing is impossible if you restrict your singles to the bells in 4-5,
while Mr Kenneth Lewis has obtained a 120 by making his, singles
at the parting of the sixes, and thus upsetting the regular slow work
of the method.

Why should Mr. Powell object to the slow work being upset? As
the whole of the method is contained in one six, then six changes of
Erin Doubles is equivalent io a call being made at the end of the
sixes, then to be consistent he ought to object to a call being made
in Plain Bob, as that upsets the regular worjc of some of the bells as
found in a plain course.

I understand that when Fabian Stedman produced his method, lie
did so for five bells, and his single was made, not by the dodging
bells, but by three front bells lyitig still in the middle of a quick six.
This version of a single may be found in the Central Council's Doubles
and Minor collection, of which Mr. Powell is an editor. Does Mr.
Powell approve of this way of ringing Stedman, and, if so, why not
Erin? . .

Mr. Lewis’ extent is ingenious, but why is it so irregular, with his
five ‘ bobs' and three ‘singles’'? Can Mr. Lewis tell me how he
ecame to produce it; was it by luck or was he working on some
recognised plan? Has Mr. Lewis tried to produce an extent by making
his ‘bob ' in the same place as the single in Stedman Doubles, i.e.,
in the middle of the six. If so this would lessen the ixtent to which
the slow work is altered by his calls.

Mr. Powell does not like Mr. Lewis’ ‘single’ because it alters the
work of all five working bells. Unfortunately, a single in Grandsire
Doubles alters the work of all the working bells. Some readers may
not know an alternative single which may be used.

WHY

54132

51423

15432 This single alters two of the bells only
14532 in their coursing order, which is exactly
41523 what a single ought to do.

45132

I am grateful to Mr. Powell for laying the problem out in an
orderly manner, but he has not satisfied my curiosity in telling me
u-hy the production of an extent is impossible. The method is regular
enough and every bell occupies each place the same number of times
in a plain course : Erin Triples can be rung, why not Doubles?

F *PUZZLED.

ohn Taylor & Co.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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THE EDITOR.

Mr. J. S. Goldsmith’s condition continues satisfactory.
It is expected that the major operation will be performed
at the beginning of next week.

BELFRY GOSSIP.

In a recent air raid, St. Mary's Church, Swansea, was damaged by
enemy action, and the ring of bells destroyed.

Mr. James George reminds us that the death of Mr. Ben Gough
leaves him the only survivor of the band which rang a peal of Kent
Treble Bob Major at Coseley in Staffordshire on November 24th, 1893
and again on the same date 20 years later. John Carter called the

eals.

P Next Sunday Mr. F. E. Dawe will celebrate his 79th birthday. He
was Master oi the College Youths from 1888 to 1890 and in 1892 and
1893. For one year he was non. secretary of the Central Council.

Any visiting ringers in H.M. Forces (or otherwise) to Leicester will
be welcomed at St. Margaret's Church. Practice with clapperless
bells and handbells every Friday evening 6.30 to 8.30, or by arrange-
ment with Mr. Ernest Morris.

‘ Peterborough,” who writes day by day in ‘' The Daily Telegraph*
remarked that a walk through the City the other day reminded him
that there is a silver lining to every cloud. In this case the lining
was the beauty of the steeple of St. Mary-le-Bow. Unencumbered by
it« 19th and 20th century neighbours, it rises in all its original love-
liness as Wren meant it to be seen.

The time-honoured tradition of the Appleton ' March 4th ' festival
was unavoidably broken this year, but certain members of the Oxford
Diocesan Guild decided that this famous date should not pass entirely
without notice. So 720 of Grandsire Doubles were rung, at about the
time when the dinner should have been in full swing, by Florence E.
Wigg 1, Frederick Sharpe (conductor) 2-3, C. Elliot Wigg 4-5. This ,
was the treble ringer’s first touch in any method, and rung at the
wfirst attempt. (Rung at Launton, Oxfordshire.)

A very famous peal was accomplished on March 10th, 1784, when
the College Youths rang at St. Saviour’s, Southwark, 7,008 changes
of ~Oxford Treble Bob Maximus.

On the same date in 1742 the Richmond Society rang a peal of
5,040 Richmond Triples. What was rung is not known.

The first silent peal of Stedman Triples on handbells was rung by
the St. James’ Society on March 11th, 1854, and on March 11th, 1887.
the College Youths rang Holt's Original silent in hand for the first
time.

The first peal of Oxford Treble# Bob Maximus was rung at St.
Saviour’s, Southwark, on March 12tli, 1758, by the College Youths.
George Meakins conducted.

The Bedfordshire Association was founded on March 13th, 1882.

The first peal on the twelve at St. Martin's-in-the-Fields (but not
the first on the ten) was rung on March 14th, 1727, by the London
Scholars.

On March 15th, 1894, Mr. C. E. Borrett called 6,720 changes of
Bob Major on handbells at Norwich. It was an attempt for the record
length, which was allowed to run home half-way owing to the coldness
of the room.

Fifty years ago to-day eight peals were rung. They consisted of
Bob Triples 1, Grandsire Triples 2, Oxford Bob Triples 1, Bob Major
1, Kent Treble Bob Major 2, and Stedman Caters 1.

DEATH OF A KENT RINGER.
THROUGH ENEMY ACTION.

We regret to announce the death of Mr. Guy R. Ambrose, of Milton*
next-Gravesend, at the age of 62, which took place on Wednesday
March 5th, by the loss of the vessel with all hands, on 'which
he was employed as engineer, presumed by enemy action.

Mr. Ambrose had worked cn the River Thames practically all hi*
life, and liad been employed by a firm' of tug owners for the past
25 years. Previous to this he worked in Tilbury Docks under the

P.L.A. In spite of Ifis hazardous war-time work, he carried on with
his usual sangfroid, well known to his intimate friends, which is so
characteristic of Englishmen in the fight for freedom.

He commenced his ringing career with the writer in 1909 at Milton*
next-Gravesend and had been a member ever since. Never with any
great ambition for peal ringing—he rang about 25 peals—Mr. Ambrose
was first and foremost for Sunday service ringing, being most regular
and punctual in this respect. During this long period he was also
chorister and sidesman at the church he loved, and many good deeds
can be traced to his untiring efforts.

In his earlier days he was a keen sportsman and was hon. secretary
to the local Hospital Football Cup Competition, which in one season
realised over £100. To commemorate this his. fellow members, etc.,
presented him with a gold watch suitably inscribed.

In addition to his long membership of the Kent County Association,
Mr. Ambrose was also a member of the Ancient Society of College
Youths and the Middlesex Association.

The Exercise has lost a valued member, the Church a faithful son
and the writer a true pal of 35 years’ standing.
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YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE WESTERN DIVISION.

In spite of bad weather, there was a very satisfactory attendance
at the annual meeting of the Western Division of the Yorkshire
Association, held at Guiseley last Saturday. About 40 members were
present from 16 towers, including Addingham, Armley, Birstall,
Bradford Cathedral, Bramley, Guiseley, Headingley (St. Michael's and
St. Chad'’s), Holbeck, Idle, Keighley, Ossett, Pudsey, Rothwell, Silsden
and Shipley. This is once again an indication that if suitable venues
can be arranged the members will support the efforts of the officials.

Two of the oldest members of the association were present—Mr.
Joshua Woodhead, now of liawdon, aged 87, who joined in 1875, the
year when the association was formed, ~id Mr. George Titterington,
of Bradford, aged 85. It is the spirit of members such as these which
has made the association as strong as it is to-day, and now that it
is passing through a period which is perhaps the most difficult in its
history, i1t remains for the general body of younger members to see
that the progress of the association continues from strength to
strength.

In the old tithe barn, which lias been converted into the Parish
Hall, a very enjoyable tea was provided free of charge by the local
company to the 36 who sat down.

The Rector of Guiseley, Archdeacon Lowe, in a short address of
welcome, spoke of the pleasure of receiving the association, and hoped
that in spite of the weather everyone would enjoy themselves. He
spoke of the comradeship which existed among ringers and was very
proud of the fact that two of his own ringers had each more than
50 years' service at St. Oswald's. It was a remarkable record of
church service and lie very much appreciated the work that ringers
had done and were doing. The ban on ringing had made things very
difficult, but he hoped the time was not far distant when the bells
would ring out their messages again, perhaps even before final victory
was won. He impressed upon everyone the righteousness of our cause,
and even though at times things looked very black, he was sure that
good would* always triumph over evil. He invited all to look over
the beautiful church and the rectory gardens, though he would have
liked them to see the place in summer when the flowers were more
plentiful. The address was greatly appreciated.

The business meeting was presided over by the district vice-president,
Mr. P. J. Johnson, supported by the association’s president, Canon
Marshall.

The secretary, Mr. Frank Rayment, was unanimously re-elected,
though he had not felt justified in offering himself for. election. Owing
to extreme pressure of work, he was unable to devote as much time
as he thouglit necessary to the work. He felt that now more than
ever it was essential to have a secretary who could attend more of
the meetings of the district societies and so keep in touch with every-
one.

Canon Marshall and the chairman assured him that they appreciated
the difficulties, but they knew everyone was quite satisfied with the
valuable work which was being done, and they had 10 intention of
changing.

Messrs. John Ambler, J. F. Harvey and William Ambler were elected
as committee men, the first on the General Committee.

A desire was expressed to hold the summer meeting in the Hudders-
field area, and the matter was left in the hands of the chairman
and secretary.

The chairman, in proposing a vole of thanks to the Rector, wardens
and local company, paid tribute to the very efficient manner in which
they were always entertained at Guiseley.

Canon Marshall, seconding, also spoke of the welcome they always
received. He himself was never tired of visiting the beautiful old
church, and he felt sure that, in *spite of the weather, all had
.thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

Mr. A. C. Walsh, replying for the local company, said it was a
privilege to receive the Yorkshire Association. Tliey had a very close
association with the society. Some of their oldest ringers had been
members from the earliest days. They were proud of their old church
and had already started a fund to provide new bells. They intended
to have a first-class peal. He hoped they would soon be able to ring
the bells and this time for victory.

A collection for the Bell Repairs Fund realised 17s. 3d., being a
record.

Throughout the afternoon and evening many touches were rung on
handbells in a few of the standard methods. Altogether it was a
very enjoyable meeting, due entirely to the careful arrangements
made by Mr. F. W. Dixon and the local company.

AIR RAID DAMAGE IN MANCHESTER

The Bishop of Manchester lias stated that over 40 churches in the
diocese have been damaged bv enemy action. Some are past repair,
others can be restored after the war, and some can still be used.

The Cathedral had a direct hit and two chapels at the east end
have been destroyed. The Cathedral itself was reopened on Ash
Wednesday. Nearby the Chetham Hospital (Blue Coat School) was
hit, bjit not badly. Ringers who attended the Central Council will
remember it as the place of meeting.

Other churches with bells which have been damaged are St. John's,
Oldham Road, Holy Trinity, Sacred Trinity, Salford, and St. Thomas’,
Pendleton. The President’'s Church, St. Luke's, Miles Platting, was
also hit.
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OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.

ANNUAL LUNCHEON.

The president, the Rev. C. E. Wigg, happily recovered from his
recent short illness, was in the chair at the annual luncheon of the
Oxford University Society, held last Saturday at the City Restaurant,
and there were present 18 members of the society, as well as Mr. V.
Bennett and Mr. R. A. Post, the secretary and Master of the Oxford
City Guild, Miss M. Cross, who has assisted the society so kindly and
so efficiently, Mrs. Wigg and Dr. R. E. Havard.

The lunch was admirably catered for by Messrs. G. E. Weeks and
Co. in spite of the rationing.

After everyone had settled down to a somnolent reminiscence over
the coffee, the Master, Mr. J. E._Spice (New College), rose to his
feet. He said that he had a particularly pleasant duty to perform;
first in welcoming back the president from his illness, and, secondly,
in congratulating him and Mrs. Wigg on their recent marriage. As
a mark of respect the society had subscribed for a small wedding
present in the form of an engraved pewter tankard. During its pur-
chase, doubts were cast upon its usefulness, but after remembering the
episode after the Cassington peal attempt, fears were allayed!

The President thanked the society for the gift, and said that it
would serve two purposes, first as a useful implement, and, second,
when taking its well-earned rest Oll the mantelpiece, as a reminder
of the pleasant times he had had with the society. 'Speaking of the
lunch, he said that it had proved an occasion well worth reviving.

The secretary, Mr. W. F. Gibbons (Keble), welcomed the guests.
Dr. Havard replied, and said that he was very pleasantly surprised
at the success of the society which, during his loss of contact with it,
lie believed was suffering heavily from the effects of the war.

Mr. Bennett, speaking also on behalf of the Master of the City
Guild, said the City Guild always regarded the University Society
with keen interest, and called to mind the efficiency of the society in
the days before the Battle of France, when it had co-operated with
the City in ringing the Oxford bells.

The Master then called upon Mr. H. Miles, vice-president, to say
a few words, and his account of the early.history of the society was
indeed very interesting.

The afternoon would not have been complete, without a few words
from Miss Cross. She said how pleased she was to see the society so
flourishing, and how she was always glad to giv$ any help required.

The afternoon concluded with handbells, a plain course of Grandsire
Triples Jjy members of the society being especially good. Meanwhile
members had the opportunity of inspecting the peal books of the
City Guild, which Mr. Bennett kindly brought aloii]f from the strong
room of Messrs. Elliston and Cavell.

At 3.30 p.m. the society adjourned to New College tower, where a
joint meeting of silent tower-bell ringing was held.

GLOUCESTER <5 BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
ANNUAL MEETING OF CHELTENHAM BRANCH.

The annual meeting of the Cheltenham Branch of the Gloucester
and Bristol Association was held on Saturday at Cheltenham and was
well attended.

After handbell practice at the Parish Room, tea was partaken of at
the Gloucestershire Dairy Cafe, followed by the busnless meeting,
with the Master (the Rev. Noel E. Hope) in the chair, supported by
Mr. W. Dyer (captain of the Cheltenham band), ex-Sergt. J. Williams,
Mr. J. Austin, Messrs. Wilfrid Williams, Frank Shorter and Roland
Fenn, of London, and about 30 members. A hearty welcome was
extended to all old friends, and particularly to those from London.

A number of new members were elected, and the retiring officers
of the branch were all re-elected as follows: Chairman, the Arch-
deacon of Cheltenham; branch representative, Mr. W. Dyer; branch
hon. secretary*, Mr. W. Yeend.

Touches of Stedman Triples, Grandsire Triples, Plain and Treble
Bob, and courses of Stedman and Grandsire Caters were rung on
handbells. Ex-Sergt. Williams and Mr. J. Austin gave their back-to-
back exhibition of Grandsire Triples and some good tune ringing.

A telegram was received from the secretary of the Bristol City
branch wishing the meeting success.

A handbell practice is held weekly at the Parish Room, St. James’
Square, near the Great Western Railway Station, at 7.30 Ol Thurs-
days, to which all are welcome. It is hoped that during the coming
months many gatherings will be arranged.

NORTH STAFFS ASSOCIATION.
FOURTH ANNUAL DINNER.

Tlte fourth annual dinner of the North Staffordshire and District
Association was held at the George Hotel, Burslem, Ol Saturday,
February 22nd. The Archdeacon of Stoke presided and the vice-
chairman was the Rev. H. Benson, Vicar of Sneyd. Among those
present were the Rev. S. F. Linsley (Vicar of Tunstail), the Rev. H. H.
Treacher (Rector of Hanley), the Rev. T. R. Parker, Mr. and Mrs.
G. Jones, Mr. and Mrs. N. Sargeant, Miss B. Beeston, Miss J. Durbar,
Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Page, Miss E. Spears, Mr. A. D. Steel, Mr. and
Mrs. A. Thompson, Mr. L. Bourne, Mr. T. A. Foster, Mr. and Mrs.
Buckley, Aircraftman D. Perkins and Mr. E. Steele.

After the toasts: singing and handbell ringing occupied the rest of
the evening. Mr. N. Sargeant was at the piano.

The party broke up about 9 p.m., many having some distance to
travel nome.
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TREBLE BOB.
ITS VALUE FOR GOOD STRIKING.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I am sorry so much acid is being used by some of your
correspondents about' Treble Bob. It couldn’'t be worse if they were
discussing the disease with the same initials!

The method is one of our oldest friends and the forefather of much
that is lauded by the young gallants to-day. So show a bit of respect,
gentlemen, for age.

For my part, | was weaned on it, thanks be, and why * thanks be '?
Because it gave me greater opportunities of grasping what good
striking meant than any other method.

Anyon.e ringing Treble Bob in a strange tower should get into his
proper stride and take the measure of any peculiarities of the other
bells—if not before then certainly by the time he has done his first
slow work. No other method gives so fine a chance, and no ringer
can be excused if afterwards he chips lumps off the other bells. We
hear much of the virtues of good striking, and rightly, judging by
the amount of the other kind with which we are inflicted. But if a
ringer has been thoroughly grounded in Treble Bob he ought to be
a good striker, and he wiil be equally good in any other method he
may tackle. And some tell us a touch or peal of Treble Bob is not
worth hearing. If the striking is bad | agree, but no method is
worth hearing under those conditions. If the striking is good, |
maintain their views are all moonshine.

How many of us get through the slow work in Treble Bob—especially
Royal or Maximus—with perfect striking? Not nearly so many as
there are who make an unholy mess of it. So why revile the slow
work of Treble Bob, which takes some doing, and laud those methods
with a lot of quick movement which enable ‘ chipping * to be less
noticeable ?

One of my earliest ringing recollections is of listening to a peal of
Kent Maximus at Mancroft, rung by eight very distinguished ringers
of that day, with the aid of four local men. After about two hours
of it, another listener—I confess he was a grumpy chap, but a super-
lative striker—gave a snort and growled, ‘There isn't one of them,
bar our chaps, knows a d--——- d tiling about striking when in the slow.’
Mr. Woolley would be right about that peal—it hadn't a redeeming
feature.

But, on the other hand, two years later | stood in the same placc,
and heard a peal of Oxford Royal. It was perfectly struck from
start to finish, and was majestic in effect. And four years after that
I took part, with my old friend Trollope, in another peal of Oxford
Royal on the same bells, and on the tenor box we had a magnificent
ringer/George Smith. If the critics of Treble Bob would assert those
two peals were not worth listening to—well, let them.

I Know little about contiguous or adjacent places, or cross-sections
or similar highbrow matters—the sounds coming through the belfry
windows are of greater interest to me.

Yes; Treble Bob has redeeming features besides the lengthening
lead, and I, for one, am glad to have been nurtured on it. If
‘ Country Ringer ' is short or a man in the 4heavenly * band for his
peal of Treble Bob Major, I wish he would offer me a rope. 1 should
Jjump at the chance, if my place of residence allowed it!

Shericgham, Norfolk. CHARLES E. BORRETT.

P.S.—My old friend Charles Routledge, who writes on the subject
this week, may be interested to know that, in 1890 eight *firsts ' took
part in a peal of Treble Bob Maximus at Norwich. The names were
well-known ones, viz.. Revs. F. E. Robinson and G. F. Coleridge,
John W. Taylor, J. W. Washbrook, Charles Hounslow, Frederick and
Ernest Pitstow and John Fiddament.

WHY HAVE SO MANY PEALS BEEN RUNG?
To our Country Ringer.

Dear Brother,—I am very pleased to see Vbu stick up for Treble Bob,
and when wp do meet in heaven | shall be very pleased to ring the
7th for you. | am with you. It is a very nice and simple method,
and | have enjoyed ringing many peals of it with two Bods at Home
at every course end. What is better than 7-8 dodging together?
Each ringer knows where he is when he hears 7-8 behind. If the
method is no good, why have there been so many peals rung in past
years? When we look back twenty or thirty years many handbell peals
were rung of it in Derbyshire and Yorkshire. Those peals were rung
well,
lead clear.s | will say this: if it was not for this simple method a
good number of our brother ringers would not have rung their higher
methods. That slow work teaches a ringer to strike his bell on the
lead and to dodge clear with the treble. Kinglone method well before
going on to a higher one. 4AANOTHER COUNTRY RINGER.

G.
TOWER CLOCK

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED FOR NEW CLOCKS, CHIME ADDITIONS,
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the slow work was a pleasure to listen to, each bell taking the.
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STANDARD METHODS AND THE NEW SURPRISE BOOK

LET GENERAL OPINION DECIDE/
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. J. F.- Harvey, in his interesting letter, asks how
many good ringers have been lost because their company refused to
progress? | think the question could be easily reversed. How many
good companies have had their equilibrium upset by ‘*me members
trying to force the pace?

The majority of the Surprise peal bands have been composed of
members from several towers, and the number of towers with a com-
plete Surprise band of their own are few. This means that even if
some methods are recommended by the experts, they will only come
into general, use through tile same channels as the other methods
have done. Judging by the faults which can be found on paper with
Cambridge, Superlative and London, the selectors need to be as expert
in assessing human nature as they do at ringing.

An example of this can be seen in connection with Spliced Surprise.
When splicing .was first practised, a certain ringing organisation put
a ban on spliced peals. It had within its borders at least two Bands
who would have been capable of ringing spliced peals, but they took
no interest in the new idea. iSpliced ringing has slowly built itself
up in the usual way from small beginnings, and in recent years one
of the bands | mentioned visited one of the Spliced Surprise 4strong-
holds ' and tried their hand- at the 4new idea,” which they, through
their guild, had banned years before.

The B.B.C. experts took several months to decide on a new interval
signal. It has since received almost universal condemnation. It will
probably be replaced by something suggested by the many letters the
B.B.C. has received on the subject, that is by general opinion.

I would suggest that the same be done with the Surprise Major
book. Let us have it as a book of reference with a good selection
of methods and leave general opinion to decide WhICh methods are
to become the favourites. . E. BAILEY.

20, Swaisland Road, Dartfordv<Kent.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

NORTHERN DIVISION MEETING AT BOCKING.

A meeting of the Northern Division of the Essex Association, lyld
at Bocking on Saturday, was attended by 15 members from Braintree,
Springfield, Chelmsford, Earls Colne, Halstead, Dunmow, Rushmerc
and the local band. Ringing on six 4silent’ bells and on handbells
was followed by a short service conducted by the Dean, the Rev. E.
Rogers, and by tea in Messrs. Courtauld’'s dining hall, kindly lent by
the manager. The tea was provided by the local guild of ringers,
and ably prepared by their lady helpers.

At the business meeting the District Master, Mr. H. W. Smith, was
in the chair. Two members were elected for the general committee,
Mr. F. Ridgwell and Mr. F. Claydon. It was proposed that the secre-
tary should try to arrange a meeting at Kelvedon some time in June,
failing which it was left to her to fix up to the best of her ability.

The District Master proposed a very hearty vote of thanks to the
Dean for his address, and to the local Guild for providing the tea;
he remarked how pleased he was to welcome the visitors, who included
Mr. L. J. Clark (general secretary), Mr. Runter, and Mr. Jennings,
of Rushmere. Pleasure was expressed at the presence of Mr. L. W.
Wiffen, who recently sustained a fractured ankle, and everyone washed
him a speedy recovery.

Several touches were brought round on the handbells, the methods
including Bob Major, Bob Royal, Double Norwich and Grandsire.

VARIATIONS OF THURSTANS' FOUR-PART.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—lI have a variation of Tliurstans’ Four-Part peal which
was given to me years ago by the late Sam Reeves, of West Brom-
wich. It has the treble as observation. 1 called it at St. Margaret'’s,
Ipswich, with my Ipswich friends. 1 have rung and called many,
peals, but this was the elite of all. Nothing said from beginning
to the 4That's all.’ | am reluctant to say it was nearly 30 years
ago. Whether it was by the late Henry Johnson | am not in a
position to say. W. C. HUNT.

GOOD STRIKING.—4When every bell keeps due order and time
what a sweet and harmonious sound they make, all who hear them
are charmed by that common music; but when once they iar and
clash with each other, either jangling or striking irregularly, how
unpleasing is that music.'—Bp. Joseph Hall, Norwich, mid 17th century.

NOTTINGHAM

MANUFACTURERS.
REPAIRS

OR REPAINTING OF DIALS.
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
EARLY ATTEMPTS AT RULE MAKING.

One rule which has had many supporters in the past,
and which still finds favour with some people, is that
the regular succession of the nature of the rows should
not be broken in the plain course. Every seven bell
method should consist of uninterrupted triple changes;
every nine bell method of uninterrupted cater or
quadruple changes; and every eleven bell method of*
uninterrupted quintuple changes. Eight bell methods
should consist of an unbroken succession of alternate
quadruple and triple chaflges; ten bell methods of an un-
broken succession of alternate quintuple and quadruple
changes; and twelve bell methods of an unbroken suc-
cession of sextuple and quintuple changes.

Some people, among them* notably C. D. P. Davies,
have held that this is the fundamental law of the
science. Many more have recognised it as a funda-
mental law, but were prepared to allow occasional aind
exceptional infringements of it Heywood ,took this
view, and it is expressed in the Method Report, which
still stands as the official Central Council pronouncement
on the matter.

A very widely held opinion is that the law must be
scrupulously observed in the case of odd bell methods,
but need not be in the case of even bell methods.

Is the law a fundamental one? The answer given by
history and experience emphatically is that it is not. It
did not appear until long after change ringing was fully
He\teloped, and its enforcement would mean the sacrifice
of very many of the methods' which have proved them-
selves to be the most useful in practice.

Nevertheless, it marks a definite and important stage
in the development of the art. The first of all * peals’
were produced by single changes in which only one pair
of bells changed places at a time. .When Cross Peals
were introduced the aim was to change as many pairs
as possible, and Grandsire on five bells, which was pro-
duced by continuous double changes (except for the two
necessary singles) was rightly held to be a great achieve-
ment. Later on, when seven bell ringing became com-
mon and Grandsire Triples was the standard method, the
same idea held, and the composers’ ambition was to pro-
duce an extent entirely of triple changes.

It was a worthy ambition, but we must note that the
standard was set up for the composer and not for the
benefit of the practical ringer. For manv years the great
problem which faced composers was, Can a peal of
Grandsire Triples be had with common bobs only ? Until
fifty or sixty years ago they thought it could, if only
some one would arise clever enough to solve the problem.

Leading men were so obsessed with this idea of getting
a peal of Grandsire Triples by bobs only, that they un-
consciously extended the idea to all seven bell ringing.
The)- condemned Bob Triples not because the four blows
behind are ‘ stagnation,” but because (as we saw in
Bulwer’s suggested fules) it does not consist of un-
broken triple changes.

Earlier composers, notably Benjamin Annable, were
free from such prejudices, and they introduced and rang
more than one excellent 7-bell method with a treble and six
working bells. New Bob Triples is the best of them.

These methods have qualities which are no't to be had
in * pure ' Triples methejds and provide work of the same
sort as is to be h?d in the more difficult Surprise Major j

THE RINGING WORLD.

129

methods, but they have been killed by this prejudice.
There has been very little development in seven bell ring-
ing, and it is entirely due to the mistaken idea of insist-
ing on a rule which is a good one in its proper and
limited sphere, but a bad one when it is made universal.

W e need say nothing about the rule as applied to even
bell methods. There never was a time when it was
erecognised by practical ringers, and to-day only a fanatic
or a lunatic would think of trying to enforce it. There
is no justification for the opinion held by some people
that methods which keep the rule are necessarily superior
in construction to those that break it.

The men who in the past attempted to lay down codes
of rules for method construction have almost always in-
cluded a rule that all legitimate five, six, and seven-bell
methods should be capable of producing the full extent
of the changes; and all legitimate methods on eight bells
and over should be capable of producing at least five-
thousand changes without parting the tenors. This, as
we saw, was the first rule in Bulwer’'s code and at first
sight-it seems an obviously necessary one.

No band is at all likely to practise a new method unless
there is a reasonable chance of ringing a peal of it, but
it by no means follows that a method for which no ex-
tent or no true five-thousand exists may not have its
uses. The Alliance Minor methods would have been
ruled out if the Council had adopted Bulwer’s sugges-
tion, but they have proved of some value; and in the
same way a Surprise Major method might be very use-
ful in spliced ringing though no true five-thousand of it
had been composed. Mr. Pitman’s clever peal in
eighteen spliced Surprise methods includes Watford.
When the composition was published it was promptly
stated that the false course ends of that method are such
that no true peal of it is possible. The fact remained,
however, that for the purpose Mr. Pitman intended it
the method is a most excellent one. Actually and con-
trary to expectation Mr. Harold Cashmere composed a
true peal.

But for a standard method at any rate it is necessary
that there should be at least one good peal. Should we
go further and say that it is necessary that there should
be a considerable choice of peals?

That certainly is an important point, but perhaps not
of such supreme importance as we are sometimes tempted
to think. Cambridge has but one peal with the tenors
together, and though people continually profess to lament
the fact, it hasp not affected the popularity of the method.
If it were so great a hardship as some suppose we should
imagine that the Exercise would have adopted the device
used by Benjamin Thackrah, and advocated by Sir Arthur
Heywood in which the places in 1-2 in the first section
are moved to the second cross section. For the practical
ringer the difference is hardly noticeable, while the range
of compositions is very largely extended, and yet bands
seldom ring New Cambridge except as an occasional
novelty. (Continued on next page.)

BELL ROPES

MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX.
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT
CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. 'Phone 205.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM
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THE BELLS OF ST. CLEMENT DANES.
AN APPEAL FOR HELP.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—You were good enough to publish my letter re the late
loss of famous bells by enemy action.

I am very glad to be able to inform -you that it has led to steps
being taken m the above case, and that these bells are in com-
parative safety, the Rector, the Rev. W. Pennington Bickford, having
arranged for their lowering to ground level and being sandbagged.
He will, 1 am sure, be congratulated by the Exercise and by many
others who know of these widely sung ‘' Oranges and lemons '’ bells.

Of the eight bells oast by the Wightmans in 1673, seven yet remain.
There is, too, the sanctus bell, cast at the Whitechapel Foundry by
Mot over 360 years ago. It is of interest to note that the same
foundry, now Messrs. Mears and Stainbank, are carrying out this
‘ safety first’ work to-day.

The City of Westminster is known for its rich churches. We all
readily think of St. George’'s, Hanover Square; St. Peter's, Eaton
Square; St. Margaret’'s by the Abbey, and the Royal St. Martin's-
in-the-Fields, as being at the top of the list; but very few, even
Londoners, know that St. Clement Danes (once so wealthy) is now
nearly at the bottom of Westminster's long list of churches. To-day,
also, it stands bombed and closed!

The Rector is endeavouring to raise £50 to cover the above pre-
liminary work, and | feel sure that many of your readers would like
to help (for he has set a fine example) by sending him a subscription
to The Anchorage, Clement's Inn, Strand, London, W.C.2.

E. ALEXR. YOUNG,
Member of Church Council, St. Clement Danes.

ODD-STRUCK BELLS.
THE CLAPPER HANGING.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—It is not. altogether the odd-struck bell man who is at
fault; the rest of the band should ring with him and listen.

Just a word with regard to bells getting false struck. A clapper
gets loose and very often wears the washer through before it is
tightened up. The clapper is screwed up without the washer, <Joes
not hang level and very soon gets slack again, wearing the bush. If
one should want to put a washer on, let it oe one of good hard leather
and soaked well before putting on. See that the clapper is in centre,
then tighten up. Do not ring the bell until the washer has got set.

Trowell, Notts. E. C. GOBEY.
r-—b== — " it [ L] * im

RAISING AND CEASING. — ' Raising and ceasing in peal when
properly executed is undoubtedly very pleasant and melodious, but
the adepts of the art in this City of London very seldom choosing to
put themselves to the pains of it is now chiefly practised by the
country gentlemen.'—‘ The Clavis.’

THE STANDARD METHODS.
(Continued from previous page.)

Again, we should remember that in more than one
method where there is a very wide choice of peals,
ringers do not avail themselves of it. For many years
Holt’'s Ten-part was almost the only peal of Grandsire
Triples rung, and nowadays Parker's Twelve-part and
Holt’'s Original practically monopolise the method. In
the same way, although there are scores of good peals
of Stedman Triples, it is seldom that any other than
Thurstafts’ Four-part and its variations are rung. Even
in Bob Major, which has such a great variety of com-
positions, a very large proportion of the conductors are
content with Pritchard’s peal.

These things seem to lead us to the conclusion that,
provided a method has a sufficient number of other good
qualities and one good peal, the absence of other peals
would not necessarily bar it from becoming a standard
method, though in judging the value of any method the
number of its peal compositions is an important factor.

TOWER CLOCKS

Weight Driven or Electric, by the
WORLDS OLDEST MAKERS
ESTABLISHED OVER 300 YEARS

lllustrated ART CATALOGUE on request
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Ve have experts visiting all parts of the British liles, and shall be pleased
to carry out restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tower Clock
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DEATH OF MR. WILLIAM D. GRIFFITHS,

RINGER AND CHURCHWORKER.

We regret to announce the death of Mr. William D. Griffiths, of
Talgarth, Brecon, who passed away on February 13th, at the age of
62. Four veafs ago he fractured his leg and had not been really well
since. He was. always jolly and care-free and made any ringers he
met welcome. He was keen to help beginners. By trade be was a
carpenter and carver, and some very beautiful fittings in Talgarth
Church and elsewhere, such as lecterns, reredos ana altar tables,
stand as memorials to his fine work.

Mr. Griffiths was a member of the choir for over 50 years and a
bellringer for over 40 years. He was a prime mover in getting the
Talgarth bells restored in 1907, and collected over £100 himselt. In
1935 he was presented with a gold watch and chain for his services
in the church.

He was one of the original members of the Swansea and Brecon
Diocesan Guild and was a member of the committee Trom its forma-
tion. He rang about 35 peals.

At the funeral on Monday, February 17th, the Vicar, the Rev. W.
Gumos Daries, a vi<je-president of the Swansea and Brecon Guild,
officiated, and the bearers were the local ringers, all of them pupils
of Mr. Griffiths. Among the many flowers were wreaths from his
fellow ringers, the choir, and the Parochial Church Council. Much
sympathy is extended to the widow in her sad loss.

A LETTER FROM AMERICA.

NEWS AND GREETINGS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In these regrettable days, with no ringing of peais or
touches in the towers to be recorded, you may find space for a brief
report from the United States, where the Exercise is ~till carried on
in a few places, though in a very elementary form.

At Groton School every Sunday Grandsire Doubles and occasional
Triples are rung on the fine eight from the WIntechapel Foundry;
and at Kent School in Connecticut there is also regular ringing,
though the boys are handicapped by having no older instructor, in
the art.

Here in Boston, where | now live since retiring from Groton five
years ago, we have only four Englishmen available for ringing = but,
with my two sons and about twenty graduates of Groton and ~Cent,
it is possible to get a band together who, with regular practice, could
make real progress. Such practice is not possible unfortunately, but
at least we ring often enough to enjoy the meetings and to remember
what happens when a Bob or Single is called. Our English ringers
are Richard Newton, James F. Laker, William Bashford and Joseph
Goodhead, whef join with me in sending greetings to our brother
ringers and all who are fighting so nobly for freedom from tyranny
and aggression. S. WARREN STURGIS.

86, Marlborough Street, Boston, U.S.A.

RINGING AND 'SHOOTING MATCHES IN THE OLDEN TIME

LONG STRATTON.— Whereas the Peal of Bells at Long Stratton
in Norfolk have been lately pul in Tune by the famous Mr. Collett,
of Diss, and are thought (by those that are very good Judges of
Ringing) to be the most musical Peal of Five Bells anv-where near
them; notwithstanding they were very much out of Tune before;
Therefore this is to give Notice to all such Gentlemen and others as
are Lovers and followers of the Society of Ringing, that for their
Incouragement there will be Six Pairs of Gloves given Gratis by
William Sturman at the Chequer in Stratton aforesaid, to be rung
for by Three Companies, the best of Three Peals, on Monday the 25th
of this Instant February, to enter their Names by Eleven a Clock in
the Forenoon at the Chequer aforesaid. And on Shrove Tuesday the
26th there will be a Pair of Buckskin Breeches of a Guinea Value, to
be shot for by Twenty Men, each putting in a Shilling Entrance; to
enter by One a clock in the afternoon, to shoot with fair Fowling
Pieces, Rifled Pieces to be excluded; the first Best to have the
Breeches, thx- second Best to have a Pair of Gloves of Two Shillings
ami Sixpence Value, the third Best to have a Pair of Eighteen Pence
Value, and the fourth Best to have a Pair of One Shilling Value, to
enter at the Chequer at Stratton aforesaid, where all such Gentlemen
and Others, as will be so kind as to Favour me with their Copipany,
shall meet with a Glass of good Liquor, Civil Usage, and a hearty
Welcome, from their very humble Servant,

William Sturman.
From the *Norwich Gazette,’” Februarw9th, 1745.

JOYCE & CO. LTD.

WHITCHURCH, SALOP.
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NOTICES.

THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted
under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average
8 words) #per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

All communications should be sent to The Editorial
O ffice of ‘' The Ringing W orld,” Lower Pyrford
Road, Woking, Surrey.

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN
MONDAY.

m  The Ringing World ' can be sent direct by post fromDerngate 2 40.

the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

SURREY ASSOCIATION.—North-Western District.
— The annual district meeting will be held at Leatherhead
on Saturday, March 15th. Bells available at Parish
Church in afternoon if required. Service 4 p.m. Tea at
the Duke’s Head at 5 p.m., followed by business meeting.
Handbells, etc., available afterwards.— G. W . Massey,
Hon. Dis. Sec.

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—Welcome
to Hethersett, March 15th. Six tower bells from 3 p.m.
and handbells in church. Service 4.15. Tea 4.45 at the
King’s Head, followed by business meeting and more

handbells. Reports to hand. .Subscriptions gladly re-
ceived.— F. Nolari Golden, Sec., Brabazon Road, Nor-
wich.

SURREY ASSOCIATION.— Southern District.— The
annual district meeting will be held at The Cottage, Oak-
way, Reigate, at 5 p.m. on March 15th.— A. T. Shelton,
Hon. Sec.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—A district meeting will be
held at Little Clacton on Saturday, March. 15th. Hand-
bell ringing at the Vicarage (opposite church) 2.30 p.m.
Service 4.30 p.m. Tea at Blacksmith’s Arms 5.15 p.m.
Business meeting and more ringing at the Vicarage after.
Neighbouring friends in Suffolk are cordially invited.
There is a good bus service from Ipswich and Colchester
passing the church, but visitors coming by car must get
a permit before entering the coastal defence area.— Leslie
Wright, Hon. Dis. Sec., Lower Barn Farm, Dedham.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, March 15th.
Members will meet at the Two Brewers, Shoe Lane,
E.C.4, at 2.30. Business meeting and handbells at 15,
Farringdon Avenue, at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec.,
Branksome, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA-
TION.— Northern Branch.— Meeting for practice, Brier-
ley Hill (d.v.), Saturday, March 15th, 3 p.m. Tea 5
p.m. Social evening' to follow.— Bernard C. Ashford,
Sec., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Notting-
ham District.— The March meeting will be held at 1st
Floor, Vernon House, Friar Lane, Nottingham, on Satur-
day, March 15th, from 3 p.m. Handbells available for
single and double-handed practice. All are welcome.
F. A. Salter, Dis. Sec.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— The annual general
committee meeting will be held in Reading (D.V.) on
Saturday, March 22nd, at the Central Girls’ Club, 29,
Chain Street (opposite St. Mary’s Church House), at
3.15 p.m. It is hoped that all branches will be repre-
sented.— Richard T. Hibbert, Gen. Sec., 69, York Road,
Reading.
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BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. Biggleswade
District.— A meeting will be held at Henlow on Satur-
day, March 22nd. Bells (6, silent), also handbells, avail-
able, commencing at 3 p.m. Tea at 5. Will those re-
quiring tea please write Mr. L. Bywaters, 12, New
Town, 'Henlow, Beds? C. J. Ball, 25, Tempsford
Road, Sandy, Beds.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. North-
ampton Branch.— Quarterly meeting at Walgrave, Satur-
day, March 22nd. Usual arrangements. Bus leaves
Names for tea to Rev. Segger. — J.
Dean, Hon. Sec., 4, Court Road, Northampton.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO-
CIATION.— Bristol Rural Branch. — A meeting of the
Bristol Rural Branch will be held at Mangotsfield on
Saturday, March 22nd, at 3 p.m. Tea at the Vicarage.
Please make a special effort to attend and do NOT for-
get to advise for tea.— H. C. Gifford, Branch Sec., Dia-
mond Jubilee House, Short Hill Road, Westerleigh,
Chipping Sodbury.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.— Devizes Branch.

The annual meeting will be held at Southbroom,
Devizes, on Saturday, March 22nd. Service, St. James’,
at 4.30, followed by tea and meeting at 5 p.m. Hand-
bells will be provided. Names for tea, please, by
March 17th.—W . C. West, Branch Sec., 584, Seming-
ton Road, Melksham. Phone 297.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON-
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— North and East District.—
The annual district meeting will be held at Kilburn on
Saturday, March 29th. Further details will be announced
later—T. J. Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec.

HERTS ASSOCIATION.— Meeting, Saturday, March
29th, at Guides Studio, Falconer Road, Bushey, at 3.45.

Handbells. Social chat. Comfortable room. Tea ar-
ranged. A welcome to all interested in ringing, whether
handbell ringers or not. Call in and see. Bus service
close handy. — C. H. Horton, 53, Aldenham Road,
Bushey.

WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA-
TION.— Annual Meeting. — Preliminary Notice. — The

annual meeting will be held (d.v.) at Worcester on Sat-
urday afternoon, May 17th. Resolutions for the agenda
should reach me by Saturday, April 19th (Rule 10). Tea
will be arranged, if possible, but only for those whose
names are given to the branch or general secretaries at
least ten days before the meeting. Will members please
note, as the committee have decided to strictly enforce
this?— J. D. Johnson, Gen. Sec.

DEATH.
On February 8th, at Church View, Willoughby,
Rugby, James Major Hancock, aged 70 years.

near

DEATH OF A LINCOLNSHIRE RINGER.

The death is announced of Mr. Frederick Holdstock, of the R.A.F.,
which occurred recently on active service. He had been a ringer at
Bigby, Lines, until he left the village some time ago. He took part
in 17 peals, all of whioh were Minor. Three were handbell peals,
including a seven-method peal. His tower-bell peals ranged from
Bob Minor to Minor in 14 methods. He was 26 years old.

NORTH STAFFS ASSOCIATION.

The North Staffordshire Association are doing their best to keep
tilings going, and on Saturday last they held a meeting at St. John’s
Church, Hanley, at which tower bells without clappers were rung to
Grandsire Triples and Kent Treble Bob Minor. Grandsire Triples
and Caters and Bob Minor and Major were rung on handbells. A
very pleasant afternoon was enjoyed.
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The Central Council Publications

TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE
from the
Rev. E. S. POWELL, Staverton Vicarage, Daventry

* a d.

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section 1. (Odd-BeU Treble

Dominated Methods) ... e 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Sectlon 1. (Plain Bob and
Double Oxford BOD) ..o e, 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section Ill. (Double Norwu:h) 9
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collectlons
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS 1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF
BELLS N2
MgTHOD SHEETS Stedman and Grandswe Trlples 3
Cambridge Surprise Major ... 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major 2
HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS 2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ... 1 0O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New
EditioN) oo 2 0O

The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.

' ROPE-SIGHT," Is. 10d.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.

' GRANDSIRE, 2s. 10d.: second edition; 204 pages, commencing on
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘STANDARD METHODS," ninth edition, 2s. 10d.

' STEDMAN,’ 2s. 10d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method

on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof ana composition.

‘' TREBLE BOB,’ Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.

*SURPRISE METHODS," 2s. 10d, A book by the late Rev. C. D. P.

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams, 126 pages.
All post free, on receipt of postal order, from

MARGARET £ SNOWDON
Newby Bridge, Ulverston, Lancs

Mias
Woodlands,

PUBLICATIONS*

‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply
Explained,” 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. gd. dozen,
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,” and

thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR," for those
about to begin more advanced methods. 7%d. each,

6s. gd. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards,

Wonersh, Surrey.

THE RINGERS® HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL.
Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire,
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.
Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 279
(6 copies for 15/-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp.,
1/2 (6 copies for 6/*).

Obtainable only post free from Rev. E. S. POWELL,
Staverton Vloarafe, near Daventry.
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‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES*

NOTSD FOR EA8Y HANDLING AND NON STRETCHINC
Est. 1820 Tel. 2400

JOHN PRITCHARD (HOES Lidt
LOUGHBOROUGH

Oraer your Bell Ropes now, before prices increase,
pre-war quality, and send us your old Bell Ropes
for repairs whilst-not in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

Rl GING MAT8 AND BELL MUFFLERS

Suitable for Presentation or
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IRKSTASD & in Solid Silver
Diameter 2}in 2iin, 3iin. Biin,  4in. 4jin. sin. 5}in
Price  18/S 22/8  28/8 33/8 42/. 52/8 87/8 788

The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E.RUSSELL

Telephone 276

and Optician
W O K IN G

SMITH of DERBY

for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven

Makers of many famous clocks, in-
cluding St. Paul’'s Cathedral, London,
and throughout the world.

John Smith & Sona, Midland Clock Works,
Derby, Ltd.

Head Offloe and Works, Queen St., Derby

Tel. No. DERBY 45569 Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Guild-
Breams

Printed for the Proprietor bv the Woodbridge Press, Ltd.,
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd.,
Bmldmgs London, E.&.4
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GILLETT
&
JOHNSTON Lt

CROYDON

Founders of the
HEAVIEST BELLS
Cast in England

and Carillons of the
BRITISH EMPIRE *

IN
CANADA

S. AFRICA
NEW ZEALAND

Telephone
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120

THE CADRES OF THE EXERCISE.

It is the fashion in some quarters to talk about the
apathy of ringers and to make doleful prophecies of what
is going to happen to our art in the future. Few meet-
ings, we are told, are being held, and those badly at-
tended ; while handbell ringing and ° silent’ tower bell-
ringing, which might do much good, are almost entirely
neglected.

We do not believe that there is much apathy in the
Exercise. At all times there is a certain proportion of
ringers' whose interest in the art is not very great, and
who are a cause of disappointment and trouble* to the
more energetic. That we must expect. It is not about
them that we need to bother at the present. The danger
comes from the fact that the stress of the times and the
national necessities have taken away so many of our
enthusiastic members and have curtailed our activities to
such a great extent. As the lady who signed herself
‘Young Ringer ' pointed out recently, it is not lack of
enthusiasm, but lack of ringers which prevents more
handbell practice; and as Mr. C. T. Coles says, meetings
during the winter months in London and some other
large towns have been neither possible nor advisable.
After all, there is a war on, and these things cannot be
helped.

But what of those who are still left?— the fewer and
mostly older men who have not been called to the colours,
and who still have some spare time which they could de-
vote to ringing had they the opportunity? These, as they
look round, often find themselves left too few in num-
bers to do much, either with handbells or with * silent’
ringing. To them there must sometimes come the
temptation to put ringing on one side for the duration
of the war, and to turn for the time being to other in-
terest*, fully intending to resume their activity in the
belfrv when happier days come. It is difficult to blame
them, yet there is one thought which may be worth their
consideration. It is easier to put aside an interest than
it is to resume it, and if they are now too short of men
to do any active things, yet they can take example from
what happens in military matters.

In peace time when there is no fighting to be done the
vast majority of soldiers are sent to their homes to fcjr-
get all about warfare and to employ themselves in other
matters. But the army is not broken up. At the depots
are retained a comparatively small number of key men,
and around these cadres, as they are called, the whole
army can quickly be reconstituted when need arises.

We want something of the sort in the Exercise. In

every association, in every belfry, if possible, we need
(Continued on page 134)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.

(ESTABLISHED 1833).
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men who will look upon themselves as the cadres on
which the reconstructed Exercise can be based. They are

denied the normal activities of the belfry, and there is
not often much that they can do; but they can look upon

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS themselves as still in being and keep their interest alive.

Makers of many of the largest and most important ClocKs
in the World.

CLOCKS REPAIRED AND DIALS RESTORED.

‘THE GUILDFORD CLOGK WORKS,’

Bankfield Terrace, Burley, Leeds.”
And at 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare St.,
Newcastle-on-Tyne,
and 96, Carver Street, Moorhead,

THE RINGER’'S BADGE,

Sheffield.

Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole,
Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved
—as lllustration,
get. HALL MARKED GOLD 45/-
HALL MARKED SILVER 716
GILT OR WHITE METAL 4/-
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can
be engraved on the reverse side at a

small

GEQ. STACEY, S 2, ™

6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING

The Newest and Most Interesting
Development of Change Ringing

extra charge.

Study this latest phase of the Art
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in
‘METHOD SPLICING,* price 1/3 (post free)
from * The Ringing World ' Office,
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKING.

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL,

Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope
Manufacturer,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Mater to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti-
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh. St. Albens, Lincoln, Durham, Peter-
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s,

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

If the captain of the band does no more than meet the
secretary or one or two other members now and then and
talk about old times over a glass of beer, he may be
ensuring the future of change ringing in his own tower.

HANDBELL PEALS.

ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX.
THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON
DIOCESAN GUILD.
Ot Sunday, March 16, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-One Minutes,
At 24. Suffolk Road,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5058 CHANGES]|
1-2 | l«caac J. Attw ater.. 5-6
3.4 |'H arold Howson .. 7-8
Conducted by J. T homas.

Mas. J. Thomas ...
John T homas
Arranged by I J Attwatbr.

* First peal on eight bells.

ALDERSHOT, HANTS.
THE GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sunday, March 16, 1941, in |1 wo Hours and Eigh:een Minutes,
At 106, Lynchf ird Road S'idth Farnborod”™h.

A PEAL OF (iRANOSIRE TRIPLES, S040 CHANGES;

Parker’'s Twblve-part.

‘M acricb Hodgson .12 |tHAROLD S. Hobden ... j-6

Sgt.J. Frbbman, R A.M.C. 3-4 | LWilliam H. Viggbrs 7-8
Conducted by John Frbbman.

* First peal in the method. + First peal ‘'in liand.” J First poal

in the method ‘' in hand.’

HANDBELL RINGING AND THE NOISES ORDER.

A LINCOLNSHIRE RULING.
To the Editor.

Deai; Sir,—At the annual meeting of the Ftloo Deaneries Branch uf
the Lincoln Diocesan Guild, the members of one of our towers came
to me and said they wished to start handbell practices and proposed
holding them in the local saddler’'s shop. The local police constable,
however, had told them that if any sound could be heard outside
he would have to take proceedings against them. They had made
further enquiries from the Superintendent of Police, and he also said
they would be liable.

Thinking this was a very serious matter,” both for the Guild and
for ringing in general, 1 immediately wrote to the Chief Constable of
Lincolnshire and asked him for a ruling on the matter. He, very
kindly, asked me if I would arrange a demonstration and he would
send ‘an inspector to report.

I made the necessary arrangements and gave the demonstration at
Glyn Garth, goiiyj thoroughly into the subject with both closed and
open yindows.

The inspector appeared quite satisfied that the handbells could not
be confused with either ‘church bells’ or any ‘ authorised signal.’

As a result of the inspector’'s report | have received a further letter
from the Chief Constable (a copy of which | enclose), which no doubt
will be of interest to the Exerciso at large.

R. RICHARDSON,
Master of the Lincoln Diocesan Guild.
Surfleet.

Copy of a letter from the Chief Constable of Lincolnshire:—
County Constabulary Headquarters,
Lincoln.
13tli March, 1941.

Ringing of handbells.

Dear Sir.—With further reference to your letter, dated the 24th
February, 1941, | write to inform you that, in view of the report on
the demonstration which you kindly undertook, there is no objection
to the holding of handbell practices by members of your Guild. It is
hoped, however, that similar precautions, which will make it im-
possible for the bells to be mistaken for any of the prescribed signals,
will be taken by each team of bellringers wherever practices are
arranged.—Yours faithfully,

R. H. FOOKS, Chief Constable.

R. Richardson, Esq.,

Glyn Garth, Surfleet, Spalding.
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SILENT APPARATUS.
THE ST. LAWRENCE JEWRY APPLIANCE.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Taking simplicity and efficiency together, | imagine the
silent apparatus installed at St. Lawrence Jewry, and described in
your columns last week by Mr. E. Murrell, is about the best up to
date, and if the designer will give permission, it would be a good
thing if other towers were to adopt it for use in the times to come
when bells may again be used.

Obviously the success of the apparatus depends mainly on the correct
adjustments, and, as Mr. Murrell himself, says, it probably would
be here that any improvements could be made.

There is one. point, however, where | do not quite follow Mr.
Murrell. He says that whatever the arc is through which the beH
swings, the clapper will strike at. the top of the swing, and he goes
0l to say that the contacts should be operated by the clapper. Is
this correct? | should imagine that any attempt to use the clapper
as a contact or trigger whether the apparatus is electrical or
mechanical is foredoomed to failure.

'The relation of the movements of the bell and the clapper seems
to be very complicated, depending Ol the weight and diameter of
the bell, the length of the clapper, and the,different axis on which
the bell and clapper swing. But really the point at which the clapper
strikes is fairly constant and regular. It certainly is not at the top
of the swing, and whether the arc is large or small, the bell speaks
for all practical purposes at the same point in its swing. We regulate
the ringing, not by allowing the bell to swing a greater or less
distance, but by pulling it quicker or slower. The experienced ringer
knows wheti lie pulls his bell when it will strike. If he lets his tiell
run up or cuts it down, that affects the next pull. This should get
rid of the chief difficulty that Mr. Murrell mentions. But it should
not be forgotten that I am writing largely from theory, while Mr.
Murrell lias had practical experience. M. CLARKE.

AN IMPORTANT QUERY.

Dear Sir,—When bells are raised in peal they speak all the way
up, on one side to begin with, later on both sides. | would be glad
to know at what point in the bell’'s swing the Seage apparatus comes
into action,, and also from what part of the bell the movement is
taken to operate the mechanism. Perhaps some ringer in a tower
where such an apparatus is in use would be good enough to supply
this information.

Of course, Seage's apparatus was in use long before electric lighting
came into general use and the action is purely mechanical.-. To-day
with electric lighting installed in so many churches it ought to be a
simple matter to work the apparatus electrically. | have been turn-

ing the matter over in my mind and hope to evolve a simple
mechanism. G. TAYLOR.
.Somerset.

A GREAT SUCCESS AT CRAWLEY.

Dear Sir,—My experience of the Seage apparatus is that it is an
excellent arrangement for practising new methods and teaching be-
ginners, doing away with tbe many objections you hear about. There
are very few people who object to bells when there is good striking.

Mr. James Parker, of Edmonton, and myself are the only two left
of the old Crawley band who owe their'success in the early days of
Surprise ringing to the Seage apparatus. The church is. situated
close, to the shops and great tact was required for peal attempts.

I well remember, after a few practices on the apparatus, Mr. * Jim ’
Parker called bobs at random for his own practice, thinking we
should soon break down, but after ringing about an hour "ie called
*Stand,” saying he was run out of, bobs. It was decided to start for
the peal the next week, and it was rung at the first attempt. On
December 21st, 1893. a little difference in the falseness of a bell
occurred, but probablv this could have been adjusted.

F. DENCH.

Saffron Walden.

A CONVERTED SEAGE APPARATUS.

Dear Sir,—We have liad the Seage's apparatus at Sedbergli for
inanv years, and used it a good deal. As it took so much time fixing
it for practice, | * electrified * it and now leave the rockers on always.
It is only necessary to switch on after raising the bells and switch
off_before lowering them. . . .

The apparatus “consists of a large iron U-shaped bar, which is
Divoted at the lower end. There are two stops to prevent it going
too far. A pin on the bell stock hits first the left-hand top of one
arm at, sav, backstroke and the right-hand top at liandstroke.

All I did was to attach an arm carrying a stud connected to
‘earth.* This stud moves over a plate made of insulating materia'
with a flush contact in the middle. This contact goes to the bell
slotferv. It works quite well. i .

With regard to methods, we rang Duffield for a little, but found
the short courses monotonous, and, of course, it gives the conductor
such a lot to do. Cornwall seems to be a verv musical method. I've
rung about 140 Surprise methods Ol my machine and was verv much
pleased with the sound of Cornwall. It keeps the lieavy bens well
together. G. P. WOODHOTTSF.

Sedbergb.
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HANDBELL RINGING FOR BEGINNERS.

SOME RULES FOR TEACHING.
To the Editor.

Sir,—When, in writing the account of the inaugural meeting of the
Highcliffe Society, we mentioned that ‘a system of teaching was
employed having many novel features,’” we expected that someone
would write and ask us to explain these -methods that others might
profit by them, and *Young Ringer ' has not disappointed us. While
we do not blame *‘Young Ringer ' for, apparently, jumping to the
conclusion that we have discovered something revolutionary in hand-
bell ringing, we would like to point out to him that ‘ there is nothing
new under the sun,” not even in bellringing, and the methods we
employ are ordinary commonsense methods—explanations which the
beginner really needs, but which many teachers so often forget all

bout. .

In the first, place, everything depends on the age of your pupils, and
whether they have had any previous experience of change ringing in
the tower or not. Most of our pupils are young, some not in their
'teens, and one only'seven, and none has had any previous experience
of ringing. It is absolutely 110 use in such cases giving them a book
on ringing and telling them to study it: you would, sicken them
ri%\r}t at the start and defeat your own ends. _ X

hat they want is a practical demonstration and explanation ot
what changes mean, and how ‘ original ' on all numbers can be pro®
duced on paper. After that they can learn what ‘ plain hunting
involves, not by ringing their bell up and down among the others,
but by identifying themselves with their bell, and moving, after each
change, among the other ringers. Let, for example, half a dozen
learners with a bell each sit or stand against a table, in a straight
line. Explain that the bells are always rung in order from right to
left, and wherever they happen to be standing they always ring after
the person on their right. Then after ringing each change, they move
one place, either to the right or to the left, according to the direction
they are going. When they get to the end seat, they always stop
for two rings in that seajt. = .

WheiL théy can ring ‘original ' you can then explain Flam Woo,
by getting the person in No. 2 seat to stop there for two rings when
a certain person, the ringer of the treble, is in No. 1 seat. After
that can come Oxford Bob, by getting the person in No. 4 seat to
stop there while the treble ringer moves from seats 3 to 2, or 2 to 3.

You will find that your beginners have not been playing this game
long before one or more discovers that he always turns the samr
person out of the end seats: lie lias thus learnt for himself what
‘ coursing-order ' and ' course-bell’ mean. Also such a method of
ringing demands that a wary look out should be kept tor the treble
man in order to know when to make a place. Thus the beginner is
preparing the way for the more difficult methods where the only
satisfactory way of ringing them is by watching the treble and
knowing when and where the places are made.

When ringing in such a manner do not trouble about hand-stroke
or ‘ back-stroke *; it i$ quite sufficient for the learner to make his
bell rin? by holding it straight out in front of him.

As tills game is only a means to an end, do not make too much of
it, but get on as soon as possible to the normal method of handbell
ringing. And here, with regard to position, holding and ringing the
belf*, the number of bells to start on, and such matters, we are per-
mitted to refer the reader to an article written by one of our members
under the pseudonyjn of ‘ Marylebone’ in ‘ The Ringing World for
October 18tn, 1940. 3 .. . .

In that article the various positions into which two bells can lali
for Bob Minor and Grandsire Triples were explained, and we will not
repeat any of that matter further. However, on the advice of the
late Mr. Stephen Wood, we have decided to change our nomenclature
a little. Instead of speaking of the 1-2, or 2-3, or 3-4 positions, we
now speak of ‘coursing,* or °‘one-between * or ‘' two-between re-
spectively. This means that, for example, in Bob Major, when ringing
in the *coursing ' position, 110 bell is coursing between, and the two
bells will dodge in stop, and behind together; in the ‘ one-between
one bell is coursing between the two, and this bell is the one which
leads or lies behind while the pair are crossing over in 2-3 or 6-7; in
the ' two-between ' two bells course between the pair, and these two
lead or lie while the pair cross over in 3-4 or 5-6.

And now an important word with regard to progress, \oung people
soon tire of anything after the novelty has worn off, and the teacher
should be on the look out for this. Give your pupils enough ringing,
but not too much of it: keep them always in the state of being anxious
for more; and never keep them pegging away at one method or touch
until they get heartily sick of it. In our own case, before we could
ring touches of Bob Minor properly, we started to learn Kent. Before
we could ring that properly we went on to Grandsire Triples and
Bob Major; and before we could ring the latter properly we were
practising Double Norwich. Because the beginner is always kept
moving, his interest is kept alive, and every practice means some-
thing fresh to accomplish. We can safely say that since we have
started eight-bell ringing six months ago we have not let a practice
go by without ringing something (be it only one lead of a new method)
which we had not done _previo_uslg. - i ,

We liope -that these hints will be of some use to Young Ringer,
but if he has any other specific problems, we are sure, Mr. Editor,
that you would be willing to re-address any letters he may care to
send to us. THE SECRETARY.

Highcliffe Society, Swindon. n
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THE PEAL BOARDS OF LONDON.
WESTMINSTER AND SOUTHWARK
(Continued from page 125))

When we turn to the belfries of Westminster, South-
wark, and the inner ring of London suburbs there is
evidence of much loss. At St. Martin’'s-in-the-Fields
the two oldest and most valuable boards were for
long hung on the stairs leading to the gallery of the
church, but they are now in the crypt. They are in good
condition. One board in the belfry is illegible, but prob-
ably records either the 5,136 Oxford Treble Bob Maxi-
mus by the ancient Society of College Youths in 1785, or
the 5,088 Stedman Cinqgttes by the Society of College
Youths in 1792. Both peals were at one time recorded,
but one board has disappeared. The board which re-
cords the 7,325 Grandsire Cinques by the St. James’

Society is in good condition, blit needs cleaning.

The oldest board at St. Margaret's is the one which
commemorates the first performance of John Holt's
Original in 1751. It was restored half a century ago
and now hangs in the church porch. The only other
eighteenth century board in the steeple records 5,165
Grandsire Caters by the College Youths in 1779. The
woodwork is sound, but the writing is almost illegible..
There are two or three early nineteenth century boards in
the belfry. - #

St. Clement Danes’ has.aio tablets older than the nine-
teenth century. Of the many interesting boards at St.
Saviour’s, Southwark, the earliest, records the 5,040 Bob
Royal by the Union Scholars in 1738, when Philemon
Mainwaring turned the 52 cwt. tenor in to a peal single
handed for the first time. Other eighteenth century
boards are for three peals of Oxford Treble Bob Maxi-
mus— 5,136 by the Cumberlands in 1766, and 5,040 in
1758, and 7,008 in 1784 by the College Youths.

The board for the last performance was restored and
rewritten in 1874 and the wording altered. A tablet
which recorded the then longest peal of Maximus, 6,336
changes, rung in 1758 by the ‘ old ' Society of London
Youths, disappeared more than one hundred years ago.

Any old boards there may have been at St. Olave’s
perished in the fire which destroyed the church and there
are none at St. George’s or Christ Church. St. John’'s,
Horsleydown, had at one time two of more than ordinary
interest. One of them recorded the first peal of Stedman
Caters ever rung, the other 10,421 changes of Grandsire
Caters in the closing hours of the eighteenth century.
When some time ago | visited the belfry the walls were
bare. Now the church has been gutted and the bells so
far as can be seen completely destroyed.

St. Giles-in-the-Fields possesses two valuable late
eighteenth century boards, one for the peal of Grandsire
Triples by the College Youths in 1791, when James Bart-
lett called the Original and was thought at the time and
long after to have been the first man to do so and also to
take part in the ringing; the other for Noonan’s peal of
Stedman Triples rung by the Junior Cumberlands in 1799.
Both have been restored and are in excellent condition,
but four other old boards have disappeared. They were
for London Union Triples in 1782, Cambridge Surprise in
1783, Bob Major in 1785, and Oxford Treble Bob Major
in the same year.

The oldest board at St.* Leonard’s, Shoreditch, com-
piemorates 5,040 New Doubles Triples by the Cumber-
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lands in 1750, but the two most important are in the
vestibule of the church. One, on a copper plate in gilt
writing on a black ground within a gilt carved frame,
commemorates the 12,000 Oxford Treble Bob Royal by
the Cumberlands in 1784 ; the other in gilt writing on a
black ground within a carved wood frame commemorates
the two long peals in the same method by the College
Youths in 1777. Photographs of these with descriptions
are given in the Survey of London issued by the London
County Council.

Two other boards formerly at Shoreditch are now in
the belfry of St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields.

When St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green, was' burnt in
1859 four boards were destroyed recording Grandsire
Major, 8,448 Kent Treble Bob Major, Double Norwich
Court Bob, and Superlative Surprise. | have no definite
information as to the present fate of the bells and belfry,
but the church was gutted.

When Christ Church, Spitalfields, was burnt in 1836
an unknown number of boards perished.

The first peals on Hackney bells were rung in the old
to\"er which still stands. One board recording a peal of
Reverse Grandsire Triples by the Cumberlands in 1782
has been removed to the new steeple.

St. George’s-in-the-East and St. Dunstan’s, Stepney,
have no boards older than the nineteenth century, and
the belfry walls at Clerkenwell are bare, though there
were several tablets there at one time.

One eighteenth century board was at Islington, but
what has happened to it is at present uncertain. Chelsea
Old Church has a peal tablet, though the ring of bells
was broken up a century ago. A photograph of the tab-
let is given in the County Council Survey of London.

St. Paul's, Hammersmith, and St. Mary Abbot’s,
Kensington, are pleasing exceptions to the long tale of
destruction. Both churches were rebuilt in the nineteenth
century, but in both cases the peal boards were preserved
and re-erected in the new belfries. The Kensington
boards include one which commemorates the ringing of
the first peal of Stedman Triples we definitely know to
have been true.

All  Saints’, Fulham, has four -eighteenth century
boards, the oldest recording }0,080 changes of Bob
Major rung by the Fulham Youths in 1735. The other
performances commemorated are, 10,098 Grandsire
Caters in 1762, 5,040 Oxford Treble Bob Royal in 1776,
and 5,220 Plain Bob Caters in 1783. There is also a
very elaborate board recording the long peal of Grand-
sire Caters by the St. James’ Society in 1837.

At Lambeth there are two boards dating from 1777
and 1778, and at Battersea two dating from 1782 and
1790.

In the outer ring of London suburbs there are early
boards and tablets at Hillingdon (1730), Greenwich
(1732), Richmond (1742), and Twickenham (1749).
Later eighteenth century boards are at Ealing (1798),
Edmonton (1788, 1794, 1795, and 1797), Isleworth
(1770), Twickenham (1785), Mortlake (1761 and 1776),
Harrow (1780), and Richmond (1767).

Many of the belfries | have mentioned as well as
churches like St. John’s, Waterloo Road, Holy Trinity,
Newington, and All Saints’, Poplar, have nineteenth cen-
tury boards, some of them of great interest.

A good deal of the destruction of ancient boards which
occurred before the recent air raids was caused by fire
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and the pulling down of steeples. That was unavoid-
able, but much was caused by neglect. So long as
boards remained on the walls of the belfry they were safe
enough, but when alterations were made or the belfry
walls cleaned, there was usually no one to see that ~he
boards were replaced. The result was inevitable. For
a while they would stand on the floor, then they would
get broken, then they would be carted ajvay as rubbish.
I have a strong suspicion that at St. Giles’-in-the-Fields
a later set of stoney ringers painted out one or two re-
cords to replace them with their own * peals.’

A little time ago the Central Council undertook to col-
lect particulars of peal boards throughout the country.
Much work has been done by Mr. Wilfrid Wilson and
his committee, and what | have written above shows how
necessary such a survey is. In several towers it has
already led to a greater interest being taken in peat
boards and in giving them attention and cleaning.

I have not been able to pay a personal visit to all the
belfries and am not able to guarantee that every one of
the boards mentioned still survives.

DF.ATH OF MR WILLIAM STEGGALL.

WELL-KNOWN EASTERN COUNTIES RINGER.

The death is announced of Mr. William Steggall, of Scole, near
Diss, Norfolk, -which took place on February 24th at the age of 66.

He was an old member of the Norwich Diocesan Association with
which he had rung 76 peals, and a life member of the Suffolk Guild,
with which he had rung 38 peals. He was a good striker and had
been an active member of St. Mary-tlie-Virgin Society, Diss, for many
years, After the death of the late John Souter, he was mostly seen
Qll the tendr box. He rang the 7tli to the ‘ William ' peal at North
Lopliam on May 7th, 1938. For some time he had been in failing
health and had taken no active part in ringing for about 18 months.

The funeral was on February 27th at All Saints’ Church, Dickle-
burgh, where he had been Ringing Master for many years, and he
was laid to rest near to the tower and the bells he had so often rung.
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ERIN DOUBLES.
A CLEVER SIX-SCORE.

The possibility of producing an extent of Erin Doubles still excites
interest among composers. Mr. T. B. Worsley sends us two ingenious
six-scores obtained by the use of two Singles in a Six. The device
is, of course, quite legitimate, but is excluded by those people who
say that no extent is possible. Here is one of Mr. Worsley's six-

scores :— 120
12345
21435 e 54321
12435 0 45312
14253 43521 ¢
41235 34521
42153 ¢ 35412 ,,
21153 3 53412 b
42513 35421
24531 53421 s
25413 54312
52413 45321
54231 43512 ¢
45231 34512 ®

Repeat four times.

AN'EXTENT NOT POSSIBLE.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Some years ago, | tried to find a six-score of Erin
Doubles. As there are two ways of moving from six to six, and as
each six can be rung in six different ways, the task does not seem
insuperable. If, however, my memory does not fail me, I found, to
my own satisfaction, that if 18 sixes could be put together, there
were two sixes which would not fit anywhere. 1 discussed the matter
with the late Mr. W. A. Cave, who gave me the following touch of
72, which is probably not the maximum length:—

12345

45213 S at 2, five times repeated.
Chilcompton. J. T. DYKE.
Dear Sir,—' Puzzled ' wants to know why an extent of Erin Triples
can be composed, but not art extent of ErinmDoubles. The answer
is that the conditions are not the same in both cases. Oxford Treble
Bob will give an extent of Minor, but not of Major. No six-score of
Double Grandsire Doubles is possible. X.

LOUGHBOROUGH
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THE EDITOR.

The Editor wishes once more to express his “sincere
thanks to the large number of friends, not all of them
even personally known to him, who have sent their sym-
pathy and good wishes to him in his illness. It is not
at present possible for him to acknowledge their messages
individually.

The further operation which was necessary was to* be
performed on Wednesday.

BELFRY GOSSIP.

Next Monday is ‘' The Ringing World's’ thirtieth birthday. It
first appeared on March 24th, 1911

Bristol has suffered severe damage to her churches during numerous
air raids, and last Monday night seven more churches and chapels
were either burnt out or severely injured. A church in which many
people were sheltering received a direct hit, but only one person was
killed, though several were severely injured. Details of damage to
tfie buildings and the bells are not yet available.

The president of the Royal Institute of British Architects, speaking
.of the London which will arise after the war, said of the city churches :
The London skyline would be dull without them. They should not
be removed to the suburbs. London must retain Wren's steeples.

On March 16th, 1778, the Norwich Scholars rang 6,240 changes of
Oxford Treble Bob Maximus at Mancroft. It was the longest length
in the method and for a time gave tho record to the Society of
Cumberland Youths, who were then in the middle of their historical
long length contest with the College Youths. <
18%ianS P. Winney was born at Navland in Suffolk on March 17tli,

On March 17th, 1844, the Cumberlands rang 7,025 changes of Sted-
man Caters at All Saints’, Poplar. The peal was composed and con-
ducted by Henry Haley and contained sixty full tittum courses be-
tween singles. In the next year John Cox composed a 6,701 without
singles, which had the sixty in-course course ends, but in which one
course necessarily was incomplete.

The culmination of the long and keenly fought long-length contest
between the College Youths and the Cumberlands was reached on
March 22nd, 1802, when the latter society ran<? 7,104 changes of
Oxford Treble Bob Maximus, single handed, at St. Saviour's, South-
wark. They had already secured thfe ten-bell record 'by their 12,000
at Shoreditch in 1784.

Mr. George Williams called the first peal of Bristol Surprise Major
on March 22nd, 1901, at St. Peter’s, Brighton.

A peal of Grandsire Cinques, 9,020 changes, at St. Martin’'s, on
March 23rd, 1887, gave the Birmingham men the record for the
method, which since 1735 had been held by -the College Youths.

Oit the same date in 1837 at Liverpool Elijah Roberts tapped on
handbells, 19,440 changes of Kent Treble Bob Maximus; and in 1898
Bernard Witchell called on handbells for the Birmingham men 8,888
changes of Stedman Caters.

The College Youths rang 5,020 Plain Bob Caters at Pulliam oil
March 23rd, 1783. They claimed it as the first peal in the method,
but two, both 6,480, had already been rung at Lefcds in Kent.

Fifty years ago to-day six peals were rung. They were Grandsire
Traples 2, Stedman Triples 1, Bob Major 1, Kent Treble Bob Major t,
and Double Norwich Court Bob Major 1.

THE LONDON CHURCHES.
A PRECIOUS HERITAGE.

In ail article on the churches of London, ‘The Sunday Times'
protests against the suggestion to rebuild them in the newer suburbs
where they may be thought to be of more use.

The churches of London, as and where they stand, provide the
great corpus of English classical architecture from which all who
pass through the imperial capital may learn the precepts and observe
the growth of the national style. That style originated with Wren,
working on the academic foundations laid by Inigo Jones.

The Fire of London gave Wren his opportunity and the inspiration
of his cathedral and his nucleus of churches held good for a century
and a half, through Gibbs, Hawksmocfr, Dance, and their like, down
to the architects of the Greek revival. Thus England was endowed
with a tradition of good building, eloquent, gay and just, which has
no equal outside Italy. Every church erected between the Fire and
the Gothic Revival is intrinsically precious. But still more precious
are they in conjunction with one another, on the sites where they
were built, circumscribed by lanes of Saxon origin and enlivened by
what Dr. Johnson called the full tide of human existence. For it is
these circumstances that explain their form and scale. Transport
such a church to the middle of a suburban merry-go-round and the
virtue goes out of it.

When people speak of dispersing the London churches, they speak
not only to the detriment of London as a city, but with glib and
treacherous indifference to the preservation of the English archi-
tectural tradition.
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CHURCH BELLS AS WARNINGS.

FOR LOCAL AND RESTRICTED USE ONLY.

The widespread uncertainty about tlie part church bells will play
as warnings in the event of an enemy invasion is set at rest by a
leaflet which will be distributed to the general public during the
next few days.

The people are given full and detailed instructions of what they
are to do; and they arc told that there will be 110 attempt to rouse
the nation by ringing bells in thxd way that the country was called
to arms by fire beacons when the Armada came in 1588. Such a
thing is, of course, out of date, though many people seem to have
expected it. If church bells are rung at all, it wiy be as a warning
to the local troops that the enemy have been seen landing by air
near the church. It will not concern anybody else, and if members
of the general public hear any bells, their duty is to'take 110 noticc.
They will have other things to attend to.

The following is an extract from the leaflet:—

What does it mean when the church bells are rung?

It is a warning to the local garrison that troops have been seen
landing from the air in the neighbourhood of the church in question.

Church bells will not bo rung all over the country as a general
warning that invasion has taken place. The ringing of church bells
in one place will not be taken up in neighbouring churches.

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
RECORD MEETING AT HETHERSETT.

What the Rector of Hethersett, the Rev. J. M. La F. MeAnally,
described as the most successful meeting of ringers he had known
in his parish at any time was held 011 Saturday, March 15th. Re-
ferring to the ban 01l the ringing of church bells, he said this was
particularly sad for the people of Hethersett, because only a few
months before they had completely restored their bells. As a nou-
riuger he could not understand why the ringing of the bells with
their clappers lashed would be of interest, ana he liad been at some
pains during the day to assure his parishioners that the bells would
thus be rung that afternoon.

Supporting the Rector, who look the chair at the business meeting,
were the Revs. A. St. J. Heard and A. G. G. Thurlow, Messrs. J. G.
W. Harwood and H. Tooke (branch secretaries), Mr. N. Golden
(general secretary and treasurer), and members from Attleborough,
Aylsham, Bergh Apton, Forncett, Mulbarton, Norwich (St. Miles’, and
St. Peter Mancroft), Wymondham and the local tower. Two new
members, Mrs. M. A. L. Ames and Mr. B. Jermy, of Bergh Aptou,
wer6 elected, bringing the total strength of this six-bell tower to 20
members, a tribute to the combined efforts-of the Rev. A. S£. J.
Heard and Mr. H. C. Boggis

It was decided to hold the next meeting in Norwich 011 Satunwy,
April 19th, to take the place of the usual Easter Monday meeting.
It is hoped there will be silent practice on St. Giles’ bells, handbells
in St. Peter Mancroft belfry, a service in the latter church and tea
in_the Parish Hall.

The Rector of Hethersett was heartily thanked for his kindness in
allowing the use of his bells and for conducting the service, the
organist for her helpful part and Mr. Albert Bracey for securing the
clappers of the bells. Mr. George Bell, his wife and daughters were
not forgotten for their heroic efforts at the King's Head in coping
with the additional numbers for tea.

The success of this meeting is a further indication of the healthy
state of the association in war time, as was the decision to print a
report for 1940 and the steady influx of subscriptions. There are
defaulters, of course, but the great majority of the members of the
Norwich Association are genuine supporters.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
MEETING AT LITTLE CLACTON.

A meeting of the North-Eastern .Division of the Essex Association
was held at Little Clacton on Saturday and was attended by fifteen
ringers from Mistlev, Dedham, Great Clacton, Tendriug, Kirby-le-
Soken. Rushmere, Thorington, Halstead and Little Clacton.

During the afternoon and evening eleven methods were rung on
handbells, including Double Graudsire, Grandsire, Double Court and
Oxford Bob Triples, Oxford Bob and Plain Bob Minor. Bob Major,
Single Court. Cambridge and London Surprise Minor (single handed)
and Stedmau Doubles.

Service was held in church at 4.30 p.m., conducted by the \icar,
the Rev. Max Sewell Wontner, who gave an address and a warm
welcome to the ringers. At his request handbells were rung betore
flic service by Miss H. G. Snowdon 1-2, Alan R. Andrews 3-4, G. A.
Andrews 5-6, H. J. Millett 7-8.

Owing to a misunderstanding, the arrangements for tea liad come
to grief, but the secretary had advised those intending to be present
to bring food, and tea was supplied by Mrs. Wripjht.

A letter was received from Mr. .W. J. Nevardrs son saying that Ins
father had hurt his leg and was unable to be present. The meeting
sent condolences to Mr. Nevard and hoped he would soon be all right
again.. /
gRamsey was chosen for the next meeting, to be held in June. Mr.
C. A. Andrews moved a hearty vote of thanks'to the Vicar for
having the meeting at the Vicarage and for the beautiful service,
which was much enjoyed; to the organist and blower, and the mem-
bers of the choir for their services.
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SIR HENRY TULSE.

ROYALIST AND CHURCHMAN.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—As one holding the memory of Sir Henry Tulse iii much
regard, | had great pleasure in reading Mr. Trollope’s article 011 Tulse
and his Times, which you published; perhaps | may be allowed to
add a few comments.

Sir Henry was born about 1620. He was a country gentleman living
in the New Forestand was returned to Parliament in 1640 as a member
for tlie nearby Christchurch. 111 successive Parliaments he is described
as of Hinton Admiral (not of London), and he left a large, sum for

the poor of that parish (Sopley), which charity still exists. Thus witli
a London homo with its interests also, he liad a full life and ap-
parently tlirew liiihself wholeheartedly into parochial, civic and

national affairs. And then there was his recreation of bellringing,
so strong indeed that, despite the claims of his mayoralty, lie deter-
mined not to forgo the concurrent Mastership of the College Youths.

The above was aptly dealt with by the Rev. Canon Tatlow, as
Rector of the parish, in giving his address after the unveiling of the
Tulse Memorial in St. Dionis Backchurdv Courtyard. He said that
such devotion to affairs was indeed typical of British character in all
periods and especially so when the *times are out of joint,’ and,
etflitinuing, said, ‘ Public service entered largely into his life, and
turning to fhe social and political environment of those who, like
Tulse, lived in the last half of the 17tir century, we know fhat it was
conditioned by the great readjustments which followed the Renais-
sance'and the Reformation, of which indeed the then recent Civil
War was hut.a part. England was recrystallising and was to emerge
from the final revolution of 1688 as we know it to-day.

‘ Throughout these stirring times Sir, Henry was both* spectator
and actor and lie played his part well. He had to react to the
intrigue and subtle cross play of Charles Il. and then to the impatient
bigotry of his successor Janies. It is more than interesting lo observe
that he was “ King’s friend ” when nominated as a Royalist Mayor
to a disturbed city, just dispossessed of its ancient Charter, and,
again, that Tulse was to pose as Church’'s friend when James |II.
removed him from tho Aldermauic Court (with others) for obstruc-
tion. But the final act was when, in 1688, William and Mary restored
with honour Tulse and all those Alderman, of whatever party, who
had been ejected.’

It was 10 years before his Mayoralty in 1683-4 that Tulse was
knighted when, having jusb been elected Alderman and Sheriff, the
King bestowed that honour upon him publicly at the J*ord Mayor's
Banquet. (There is a contemporary reference to ‘ jollity and splen-
dour.*) The King probably knew his Tulse and his City of London
too, for we must remember that for years after Cromwell’s death it
was a stronghold of Republicanism. So fiercely did the currents of
political and religious strife 11111 that even Pepys (though a friend of
the King) was committed to the Tower, and was for months in danger
of his life 011 a perjured charge. His great preferment afterwards
was parily a royal requital. Mr. Trollope gives an admirable sum-
mary of all this, but | should like to add that ‘ packed juries 011
one side were as obvious as ‘ packed benches’ 011 the other. There
were ovev 100 towns involved 111 this ‘ quo warranto ' business, and
London submitted sullenly, but it was not so with many and some

towns oven offered to spontaneously remit their Charters, as a
Royalist gesture. _ -
I" will only add that Tulse’s portralt hangs at Giandon, Tord

Onslow's home near Guildford. (He has kindly promised that | shall
see it at some time.) Ho is, by the way, not a descendant of Sir
Henry’s son-in-law, but a co-lateral relative. And in regard to the
alleged tragic end of Tulse's daughter at Croydon, this is mentioned
in ‘ Beaven's Aldermen ' under the year 1673. She was not married
until 1676 or so, and there is no other reference to the tragedy so
far as | know, so, as the old lady said, ‘ let's hope it isn't true.
# E. ALEXR. YOUNG.

Italian Villa, Bromley, Kent. 1

BTG BEN.

AN INTERESTING PHOTOGRAPH.

The B.B.C. Handbook for 1941 contains a most interesting and
unusual photograph of Big Ben, the bell that so many millions
have heard and so very few have ever seen.

As all ringers know, the bell is cracked, but the photograph shows
it to be worse cracked than most of us imagined, and right in the
centre of the sound bow a big square hole has been cut to stop the
crack from going further. No wonder the tone is far from pure, bul
should we really wish our old frienjl to b