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*GOOD COPY/

In the present issue we print two more letters from
correspondents on the subject of Dr. Slack’s peal of Sted-
man Triples, and before we go any further we had Setter
make one point crystal clear to all our readers. The only
criterion which is ever used, or has ever been used, to
decide what shall be included in the pages of ‘ The Ring-
ing World’ is whether or.not it is ' good copy.” That
means whether it is matter which will interest readers.
It must be obvious to all, that since readers differ so
much, everything cannot be of equal interest. There
must be things which to some will seem most valuable,
but to others are merely unintelligible. The line has to
be drawn somewhere, and it is one of an editor’'s jobs
to find out where to draw it. It .is, of course, true that
many people think they could manage a paper, and es-
pecially a paper like ‘ The Ringing World,” much better
than the man who has had years of experience, but sen-
sible persons will do well to ignore their opinions.

Three reasons are, we are told, given for Dr. Slack’s
peal of Stedman Triples not being printed. Some ‘ whis-
pered ' that an unnamed and mysterious writer had ex-
pressed the view that such a peal could not be obtained,;
another is that the peal was rung in the wrong place for
the figures to be published; and a third is that the com-
poser is ‘ not sufficiently in the swim ’ for his work to be
acknowledged. So far as we are aware there is not the
slightest justification for people holding these- opinions,
which are the result purely of their own imagination. We
do not know whether they will accept the real reason, for
it is too simple and straightforward, but we think it will
appeal to all sensible persons. It is that when the Editor
received the figures of the peal he decided that they were
not ‘good copy,” and he has not seen any reason since
to alter his opinion.

An editor is not bound to give any reasons for his
decisions ; it is a recognised thing that in matters of this
sort his word is final. But for the sake of those who may
be under a misunderstanding, we should like to make it
clear that this is not just an ordinary case of printing the
figufes of a peal. In the ordinary way the figures of a
peal convey a certain amount of information to a certain
number of people. The number may not be a large one,
but the persons concerned are worthy of being considered.
But what information would be conveyed by the publica-
tion of this pea™ of Stedman as we received it? Merely
that it was a composition in two equal parts with many
bobs and two singles. All that can be given without a
mass of figures which in themselves convey nothing-. The

(Continued on page 2.)
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so-called courses are not courses at all, nor are the ap-
parent course-ends really course-ends. We cannot
imagine anyone dividing the peal like this if they wanted
to call it, nor can we imagine anyone writing the peal
out like this if they want to understand its composition.

It is, of course, true that a man could, if he cared to
take the trouble, write all the 840. six-ends from these
figures, but we suggest that there are not many such;
and if there are any, it would not be a great deal of extra
trouble to apply for the peal in the quarters where ob-
viously it may be found.

An explanation of what the peal is, what difficulties its
composer had to overcome, and how he overcame them,
would be interesting to quite a number of people pro-
vided it could be written without too much detail; but we
do not think that explanation#can be gained from the

figures. For the vast majority of readers, including com-
posers and conductors, they mean nothing. They are not
‘good copy.’

HANDBELL PEALS.

RADLEY, BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
(Oxford City,and District Branch.)
Oh Saturday, December 20, 1941, in One Hour and Fifty-Three Minutes,
At the School Hodse,
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, S040 CHANGES)

Seven different callings. Tenor size 14 in D.
*Miss Rosalind M. Wrong 1-2 [William L. B. Lbese o j-4
Miss Marie R. Cross 5-6
Conducted by Miss Marie R. Cross.

* First peal. Miss Wrong, ail O.U.S.C.R. ringer,
ring eight weeks ago.

only began to

CROFT, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
(Hinckley.D istrict.)
On Saturday, December 20, 1941, in Two Hours,
At Fosse Way,
A PEAL OF DOUBLES, S040 CHANGES)

In five methods, being 720 each of Morning Star, April Day and
Canterbury, and 1,440 each of Plain Bob and Grandsire.

Alfred Mallard . 1-2 | "Frank K. Measures
William A. W ood 5-6
Conducted by Alfred Ballard.

* First'handbell- peal in five methods.

> ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX.
THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON
DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sunday, December 21, 1941, in Two Hours and Twenty-Five Minutes,
At 2i, Stonard Road,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 50*0 CHANGES)
Mrs.J. Thomas 1-2 | Isaac J. Attwatbr
John Thomas v 3-4 | Walter Bowden
Arranged and Conducted by lsaac J. Attwatek.
First peal in the method ir- hand ' as conductor.

BRISTOL.
HE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION-
(Bristol Guild of Handbell Ringbrs.)
On Saturday, December 27, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-Six Minutes,
At 21, Wathbn Road,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5040 CHANGES)
Tenor size 15 in C.
1-2 1Albkrt M. Tyler
3-4 | Donald G Clift .. 1-8
Conducted by Donald G.Clift.

Thomas S Harris
R oyston G. Bryam
' Composed by C. W. Roberts.
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CLAVIS CAMPANOLOGIA'’
(Continued from page 616.)
COMMENTS ON VARIOUS MATTERS.

The wide practice and great popularity of Stedman’s
Principle are due perhaps more to the ‘ Clavis ' than to
any other cause. In 1788 the method on five bells had
been generally known for a century and had been occa-
sionally rung by' skilful bands. In Norwich, peals of
Triples had been rung, and the method had been ex-
tended to Caters and Cinques and practised, though no
peal had been accomplished, and perhaps no peal had been
composed. It was the visit of Jones, Reeves and Blake-
more, with Christopher Wells and the College Youths, to
Norwich in 1785, which first brought the method to the
attention of London men. They adopted it enthusias-
tically, and from the metropolis it spread first to Birming-
ham, and then in due cours« throughout the. country.

Stedman’s Principle was in effect one of the new
methods introduced to the Exercise by the ‘Clavis.’
When the rest of the visitors went home, Thomas Blake-
more stayed behind in Norwich for a short time to pick
up what information he could about the method and
others for the new book. But he did not gather much,
and John Reeves set himself to investigate as far as he
could the problems of composition in the method.

In this he had a considerable amount of success, con-
sidering the time at his disposal. He discovered most of
the difficulties in the way and, though he did not sur-
mount them, he did lay-foundations on which others could
build later on. <

In Triples, the longest length he was able to compose
was a quarter-peal, and he came to the conclusion that
it was ‘ very near to the extent of changes in the method ’
on the lines he had laid down as proper for a peal.

For that opinion he had great justification, for he took
as a necessary qualification that there should never be'two
bobs at following sixes. That was for the sake of the
music, and it was a thoroughly sound condition if only it
had been.a possible one. He could see far enough into
the matter to realise that ‘' the only method that seems
to carry the least appearance of possibility is by using a
multiplicity of bobs, and thereby keeping two bells con-
tinually dodging behind ' ; but that plan he rejected, be-
cause it** must produce music extremely disagreeable and
tedious to every judicious ear.’

It was, however, on this plan that the first peals were
actually produced. Noonan’s peal had 732 calls, Ed-
wards’ had 722, Tebbs’ had 622, and the improvements
made by successive men consisted in reducing the num-
ber until the minimum was reached in Thur§tans' com-
position, which has 242.

Working on much the same iines in Caters as in
Triples, Reeves produced a 9,720 which, reduced to 5,076,
he called for the ancient Society of College Youths at
Horsleydown in 1787, the fir-st peal in the method.

Among the many interesting and illuminating remarks
in the book are the following : ‘ The word “ Cater?,” we
are told, has been spelled by some Cator, but it being de-
rived from the Latin Quater (i.e., four times) we must,
therefore, reject the o as foreign to the matter; indeed, it
must be granted that the Latin quatuor (i.e., four) is
spelled with an o, but then it is not so applicable to our
purpose as the word Quater.’

‘It was a maxim formerly,” so we are told, ‘ not to
constitute any number of changes a peal that was under
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5,040, merely because it is the extent that seven bells
will produce; certainly no practitioner would think of
ringing a less number than the whole peal of tripples;
but there is no reason why it should be the standard for
a greater number of bells, for if 5,600 changes is rung it
is only deemed to be by the exercise a five thousand,
therefore why not as near five thousand as possible; this
certainly is reason sufficient to constitute 5,000 changes
a peal, and is as worthy of record as 5,040.

Although Jones was here probably referring to an
opinion widely held among some ringers, it never was a
uniyersal opinion. Five times between 1773 and 1784 so
few as 5,039 changes were rung; the College Youths
rang 50H3 of Double Bob Maximum in 1740, and 5,000
Oxford Treble Bob Royal in 1741; the Cumberlands rang
5,024 Treble Bob Major in 1755 and 5,008 Bob Major in
1756; Titchborne’s Invention, rung in 1768, Contained
5,01'2 changes; and in the provinces 5,008 of Bob Major
were rung at Shifnal in 1787. A few' years later bands
rang ev.en peals of Triples %'ith less than 5,040 changes.

Speaking of Court Bob Royal, our authors say, ‘ Not-
withstanding the custom of making eighth’s place at the
bob was from the first origin of this method, we don’t
conceive it obligates every company’ to abide by it
neither should they be tyed to making a particular place
at a bob in any other method ; by all means let every one
follow his taste in this particular, as the art of pricking
will still be the same, for whoever has skill as a composer
can very easily surmount any alteration of that kind.
Therefore in this method we would recommend 4th’s place
at the bob, as it certainly would make great amendment
to the music in a peal or even a touch, for by having the
bobs in this manner you fall into treble bob system as far
as that of making tripple dodges whilst the great bells are
behind, which is so admired-by all professors of the exer-
cise.’

This is sound advice. A peal of Double Norwich Major
with fourth’s place bobs would be a pleasing and interest-
ing novelty, »

Grandsire Maximus the authors claimed as ‘ an addi-
tion of our own,” and about it.they say, ‘We shall just
observe that it is far superior to the other plain method

.on an even number of bells, both for music and variety

of changes; as, for instance, in ringing a peal of Plain
Bob Maximus you have every course the same thing over
again except a little alteration of the small bells; but here
you have both music and variety of changes upon the
whole number.’ ,

Grandsire Major and Royal had already been rung to
peals in London, Reeves himself called the first peal of
Grandsire Maximus, and all three had afterwards a con-
siderable amount of popularity' in the Birmingham dis-
trict. There is much sense in what the ‘' Clavis ' says
about the method, but the four blows behind at a plain
lead, and six at a bob are a blemish w'hich spoils it.

As he nears the end of his book, William Jones writes
that ‘ it may not be improper fo take notice of the har-
monious effect some positions produce above that of
others, and likewise some improvements the art has re-
ceived, in which we shall introduce a biographical anec-
dote not impertinent to the subject.

‘When the art was more in its infant state, and half-
pull riifging was esteemed a very valuable acquisition

(being then but a new discovery), the method of bringing
(Continued on next page.)
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‘CLAVIS CAMPANOLOGIA'

(Continued from previous page.)

bells into the tittums (by which means the prime and
choicest of music is selected) was a matter totally un-
known in those days. How long: the art might have re-
mained in this rough-cast state (were it not for the
gentleman we are aboyt to introduce) is rather hard to
say. But certain it is that Mr. Benjamin Anable, when
he entered this vast field of rude and uncultured waste,
like a skilful planter divided it into all its regular parts
and proportions, with that taste, elegance and assytnetry
as at once evinced the judgment and abilities of the in-
genious artist. But, to quit allegory, Mr. Anable soon
found the 'then present state of the art stood in the utmost
need of correction, and on exploring it still farther found
an ample field for improvement; accordingly he went to
work.

‘What progress he made in five or six-bell peals, we
shall pass over as not very important, but On seven bells
there is every reason to believe that he was the first who
produced 5,040 ringable changes which was the peal of
plain'bob tripples, with two singles (i.e., one at the end
of each half).

‘This was looked upon as a very great acquisition
(and at that time it undoubtedly was) till Mr. Holt's peal
without a single appeared. But notwithstanding, Mr.
Holt is deserving of all the eulogiums we have paid him,
yet it must be confessed that he was in some measure in-
debted to Mr. Anable for laying those firm foundations
6n which was afterwards raised such noble structures.

“ Our author’s next effort was at Grandsire Tripples;
here, though unsuccessful, he was very far from being
contemptible. For, though he did not obtain the whole
peal complete, yet he went much farther than any of his
predecessors or even contemporaries, and his peal stood
foremost till that of Mr. Holt made its appearance.

‘ From thence he proceeded to Bob Major, where he
also found considerable room for improvement. He saw
no necessity for parting the tenors in a peal’ of either five
or six thousand. He made the sixth perform her proper
revolution in five courses, and five-six to come home to-
gether ~very fifteen, this was undoubtedly a very great
addition to Bob Major, for those who did not admire the
music of it before could not help confessing that this new-
dress served as a foil which set it off to very great ad-
vantage. He next proceeded to Caters and Cinques
which he found .in such a rude and chaos-like state as may
be easier conceived than described; but Mr. Anable threw
them into the harmonious tittums where they still con-
tinue, and most likely ever will remain.

‘ The time when these improvements took place we can-
not exactly determine; but the gentleman whose name we
have taken some pain to celebrate, died in the latter part
of the year 1755, between sixty and seventy years of age,
so that by comparing these observations with the date of
Mr. Holt's works it may be very nearly judged.’

This famous and oft-quoted passage has for many vears
been treated as historical evidence, but when we examine
it critically it is impossible to consider it as more than
vague tradition, decked out with rhetoric.A Annable had
died only thirty-two years before, and there were still
living men who had known and rung with him; two at
least of them—Joseph Monk and James Darquitt—among
the subscribers to the ‘ Clavis.” He" had been dead but
five years when John Reeves first joined the Society of
Cumberland Youths, and Jones and Reeves and-Blake-
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wood, all three of them, must have been intimate with
men who had known both Annable and Hole.

Yet the authors of the ‘ Clavis ' were quite ignorant of
the doings and opinions of the older men. They were
separated from them by the gulf which divides tne men
of one generation from the men of the next, and the com-
poser of to-day who reflects how much he really knows
about Henry Dains or Nathan Pitstow, or Charles. Hat-
tersley (apart from their printed peals) will realise how
much William Jones and John Reeves knew about Ben-
jamin Annable and John Holt.

The *‘Clavis' panegyric is valuable historically as
showing the great prestige the name of Annable enjoyed
in the Exercise, but we can hardly trust any of the de-
tails. We know, for instance, that Annable was not, in
fact, the first man to compose a true five-thousand ol
seven-bell changes, and his six-part peal of Bob Triples
was not his first composition. He did not seriously take
up the composition of Grandsire Triples until he had suc-
ceeded in other methods. Grandsire Caters was the first
peal we know him to have composed, in the tittums.

Perhaps William Jones did not intend the order in
which he described Annable’s activities to be taken a9 a
sequence in time; allowance must be made for the rhetori-
cal style. But, if'so, are we to take the other statements
as literally correct?

It is certainly true that Annable did more than anyone
else to popularise the ringing of Bob Major, and his was
the first peal known to have been composed in the method,
but experience must have taught the men of older days
the difference between ringing with the tenors together
and the tenors parted. Indeed, Baldwin’'s peal of Treble
Bob Major which was performed before Annable was a
ringer has the tenors together. So, too, the musical value
of the tittum position must have forced itself on the at-
tention of r.ingers even if Annable was the first fullv to
recognise and utilise its quality.

The extracts | have quoted give a very good idea of
the opinions and outlook of the authors of the ‘ Clavis’
and show that they took wide and broadminded views of
ringing matter®. The wording for the most part is Jones’
and so are some of the opinions. But now and then there
is an abrupt change into an almost colloquial expression;
and here we may see the influence of John Reeves. It is
William Jones, the conscious literary artist, who gives the
somewhat pedantic reasons for spelling Caters with an
le’and not an ‘o '; but it is John Reeves who advocates
the alternative bob for Court Bob Royal. We can
imagine that Jones has read over what he has written
about the method with its eight's place bob. Reeves
agrees’ and then he adds, ‘ though it was the custom to
make eighth’s place at the bob from the start, | don’'t
conceive it obligates ever}- company to abide bv it; or
that they should be ti(?d to making a particular place in
any method. Let everyone follow his taste in the matter;
the art of pricking will still be the same; and anyone with
skill as a composer can very easily get over, any difficul-
ties in the matter.” Jones makes a note of the remarks,
and adds them to the text with little or no alteration.

Or again, when Reeves produces his peal of Bob Major
with the 120 course-ends, he remarks, ‘ Though | don't
altogether approve of singles when the number can be
got without, yet,, as this is the full extent without parting
7-8, 1 think it is a good peal for those who wish to ring a
greater length than has yet been done 'mand Jones incor-
porates the sentence in his description of the peal.
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HERTFORD ASSOCIATION RESOLUTIONS
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—It seems that, in adopting the attitude which you have
in respect of Dr. Slack’s peal of Stedman, y»u havo lost sight of one
of the principal functions of the ringing Press—that of presenting to
tho Exercise the progress of both the practical and theoretical develop-
ment of the art.

Surely, in deciding for or against publication, the utility value of a
composition should not be the criterion!

It is very doubtful if any composition produced nowadays will ever
bcciunc a ‘ stock ' composition.

Moreover, your attitude in tins respect is not consistent. There
have, in receipt months, been published several compositions of Spliced
Surprise which are. equally indigestible for the average conductor and
arc of equally limited interest. *

They were published, and rightly so, because they marked a stage
in the progress of the composers toward a definite end. and Dr. Slack '
composition has actually reached tlic goal aimed at and for that
reason alone should be published. t

You attempt to justify your statement that the peal is a freak by
drawing attention to the fact that the peal contains a large number
of calls, many of which are in the ‘long discredited form of six-I>ob
sets.’

That, sir, is an opiuion which belongs to a fast receding generation.

Six-bob sets are definitely monotonous, but neither discreditable or
unorthodox, and the inclusion of any number of them in a 'peal
cannot make it a freak. \

Mr. Groombridge mentions an opinion which he heard whispered
at Busliey.

I have heard another one—that the peal was rung in the wrong
place for the figures to be published.

My own opinion, expressed without malice,
composer was not sufficiently lin the -swim’
acknowledged.

It may well.be that all these opinions arc wrong, but when readers
arc faced with the adamant attitude which you have adopted, it is
only natural that they should seek for the reason for that attitude
and you have onlv vourself to blame if they have jumped to erroneous
conclusions. H. G. CASHMORIT.

Watford.

is that the particular
for his work to be

Dear Sir,—When | wrote you a week ago 0!l this matter I had no
idea of commencing a serial story, but after this week’s publication
and comments | would like to ask you to spare a few lines (if
possible) for further comment.

THE RINGING WORLD. S

You state that | advanced no argument for publication of the peal
in question. Agreed, as it seemed to me a matter above argumnei
and my letter was a criticism of your arguments against.

Am | right or wrong in regarding ‘ The Ringing World ' as ‘ the
chronicle of the Exercise’? If right, I claim that any new de-
parture should be fully recorded; if wrong, it appears to me that
ringers of 2041 A.D. will require a reincarnation of J. A. Trollope to
find out just how we amused ourselves in 1941, for it is possible that
the MS. of tho peal may share the fate of other MSS. of the past.

I would also mention a peal of Cambridge rung at Rochester Row,
| believe ages ago. When published 1| believe the horrible truth
appeared in your next issue. Can we now switch for a moment to
your reply to Mr. E. Jennings? You say the figures are ' indigestible ’
to the average conductor. Mossrfc. Hitler and Goebbels say the same
of the B.B.C. broadoast and warn their dupes accordingly, and the
Press duly bids us note this narrow act of the dictator.

Similarly, in our art, we claim the right to judge the ' iudigesti-
bility ' of the fare provided, and should any ‘ average conductor ' be
found rolling in agony, serve him right for ‘nibbling inorp than he
can masticate.” | personally have avoided ‘ indigestion ' 01l numerous
occasions by simply turning to the next page. It. is only bilious
attacks that cost fne 2jd. for postage. You then ask, ‘ Has anyone
been denied the opportunity of calling ttie peal through non-
publication?’ If you are starting a list of names you can head it
with mine.

As to freak peals, | heard this term when | used different, starting
points to obtain 42 different six-scores of Stedman Doubles, and again
on calling Washbrook's Cambridge Major, while it only seems a year
or two ago that numerous ringers dumped all spliced ringing in this
category.

In consideration of space | will cut enlargements and come to the
final point—"* the deeper issue.” This, | admit, was a nasty one to
put up but | can assure you it was a bona fide comment made to
hie while the resolution w*as under discussion, and | submit to you
that the most decisive way of disabusing people’s minds is by the
publication of the figures in question.

T. GROOMBRIDGE, Jun.

HINCKLEY, LEICESTERSHIRE. — At Barian, Cawper Road, Ol
December 16th, a quarter-peal of Stedman Doubles: A. Ballard (con-
ductor) 1-2, L. A. Tremeer, R.A.F. (first quarter-peal of Stedman
Doubles on handbells) 3-4, C. Turner (first quarter-peal on handbells)
5-6. Rung as a birthday compliment to Miss M. Turner, daughter
of the, ringer of 5-6.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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BELFRY GOSSIP.

\\c regret to state tliat the Editor is somewhat seriously indisposed
and unable to attend to business. He asks those friends who have
written to him and sent him greetings tp accept this as the reason
why he has not replied.

We havE had a very interesting letter from our old friend, Mr. W.
Keeble. He tells us that when he made his first attempt to ring the
treble to a six-score of Doubles, W. Elliott one of the band, said to
his cousin, D. Elliott, who was calling, ‘ Call them round at half-way,
David. He will never mako a ringer!” Prophecies do not always
come true. Mr. Keeble sends greetings to all ringing friends.

Miss Mabel Agnes Orme, of Pyle Street, Newport, Isle cf Wight,
who left £13,564 (net personalty £10,707), bequeathed £20 to the bcll-
rnujers of St. Thomas’, Newport.

The peal of Doubles at Croft was arrauged for Mr. W. A. Wood as
an appreciation by his friends of what he has done to keep district
meetings going in these difficult times. It was his first Attempt for
a peal on handbells.

On December 24th, seven years ago, the last peal of the Australian
tour was rung. It was one of Bob Major on the Red Sea, and the
band was Mr. and Mrs. Richardson,"Mr. E. B. James and Mr. J. S.
Goldsmith. Mr. Richardson conducted.

On December 29th, 1894, 10,176 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major
were rung at Trthlingborough.

The Yorkshire men rang 6,720 changes of Cumberland Exercise
Major at Liversedge on December 31st, 1867.

On the same date in 1892 the then longest length of Double Norwich
Court Bob Major, 12,096 changes, was rung at Maidenhead.

One of the many long peals at Appleton was the 15,041 Stedmnn
Caters on December 31st, 1888. -Tl was the climax of a very successful
year by Washbrook and Robinson. Canon Colerfdge was in the band.

James Barham’s one hundredth peal was rung at Leeds on January
1st, 1793. To ring one hundred peals was in thos€ days a feat indeed.

Mr. J. Clough wishes to "thank the ringers of Burbage for their
gift and hopes for a reunion in the not far distant future.

Fifty years ago to-day only three peals were rung; one was Minor
and tlie others Kent Treble Bob and Double Norwich Major.

Ten years ago to-day the number was 25. They consisted of Grand-
sire Triples 3, Stednian Triples 1, Caters 1, Bob Major 1, Kent Treble
Bob Major 1, Royal 1, Double Norwich Court Bob Major 2, Lough-
borough Bob Major 1, Cambridge Surprise Major 3, Superlative 6.
Londou 1. Doubles 3, and Minor 5. The Bob Major and one of the
Double Norwich were on handbells.

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE.
To the Editor. *r

Sir,—Fow if any ringers will have any quarrel with Mr. George \V.
Fletcher as a genius and liard-working secret&iy of the Central CouuHl,
but since reading the letter from *A Member ' in your last, issue, lik<-
several more who | have discussed this matter with, | find myself
asking this question—Since when has Mr. Fletcher been considered
the one and only*’ of the Council, and how long has it been necessary
to look4upon the ban on ringing as the ‘end all’ to the Council's
activitiesEverywhere cur church leaders are busv discussing and
making plans'for post-war reconstruction. What is the Exercise going
to do about it? Are we busv making our plans? To hold a watching
brief may be all right, but if the Exercise is to have a voice in this

post-war reconstruction the motto of all must be—Go to it!
"PLANNING.

A POSER.
To the Editor. %

Dear Sirm~—Will Mr. Leslie W. Bunce tell*is how fo ring anything
from Bob Doubles up to Cambridge Maximus on three bells? We
are always willing to learn and should be grateful for his advice.

‘TWO COUNTRY yOKELS.

THE COLLEGE YOUTHS.

At the meeting of the Ancient Society of College Youths on Satur-
day last two new members were elected—Mr. Kenneth Arthur, of
Newcastle-on-Tyne, who is now serving with the R.A.F., and Mr. F. H.
Dalloway, of Stone Cross, Pevensey, Sussex.

Greetings were received from Major J. H. B. Hesse, Mr. Walter
Jeend. Mr. E. Morris and Pte. Len Fox. The last named sent news
of Sergt. J. Boomsma, of the Stepney band, who had been reported
missing at Crete. Joe, as he was always called, is now in the
Middle East after taking part in the campaign in Syria. News of
another member was brought by Mr. W. H. Pasmore, who said he
had heard from his nephew Herbert, a prisoner of war in Germany.
He is fit and well and employed on farm w'ork.

The members present were in festive spirit and anecdotes and
reminiscences were indulged in. The treasurer was in fine form and
refold some of Canon Coleridge’'s best stories.

Mr. E. ,Morris sent four more old ringing books to help to build up
the society's new library.

Those present, in addition to the Master, Treasurer and secretarv,
were Messrs. E. Jennings, G. M. Kilbv, W. H. Pasmore. R. Stannard.
A. BAWiflfen, E. A. Young, H. G. Miles, C. Meyer, H. Hoskins, J. G.
A. Prior, J. H. Shepherd and C. Mayne. Incidentally these members
are natives of twelve different counties. /
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A YEAR OF MIXED MEMORIES.

When in the distant future the historian of ringing conies to the
year that has just passed, what will strike him as most remarkable
about it is that it is the first year for more than a thousand years
in which from .beginning to end 110 church bell has been rung through-
out England, neither to call the people to church, nor to knoll the
passing of a soul, nor to mark some public event, nor yet because the
people of England like to he5r the bells for their own sake. A small
thing in itselt, the cessation of bellringing is the breaking of a tradi-
tion that goes back right through English history beyond the Norman
Conquest and the days of King Alfred. It is a sign of the times~and
perhaps a portent of the changes that are yet to come. OIl us of the
ringing Exercise the ban presses- heavily, for we are completely barred
from doing the thing in which we take deliglut, and the art by which
wo serve the Church and nation. Our hope is that the prohibition will
be lifted ere long, and we are encouraged by the knowledge that

MR. E. C. S. TURNER.

tliero arc very many people, some of them not without influence, who
arc watching for every opportunity to urge its removal. But national
considerations must come first.

From a year of complete inactivity in practical ringing we could
expect nothing but disappointment and disillusionment,’ and yet when
we do look back in 194-1, there is much for encouragement and much
to give us good hope for the future. Those many ringers who love
thwart have not all been content to sit still and do nothing. Activity
has been much curtailed, and, compared with pre-war times, meetings
Iravc been few. It could not have been otherwise. Apart from the
silencc of the bells, there liave been many restrictions Oll travelling,
in tho dark hours of, the black-out,feveu when there is no air raid, it
is neither wise nor safe to journey tar from home; and. most ringers
have had their time fully occupied with some job or other done in
the country’s service.

Yet most of the associations have been able to hold some meetings,
and though the attendances have been .necessarily small, the reports
published in our columns show that the spirit of the Exercise is being
Kept alive. The flame may be dimmed, but it is still alight.

A notable example is the Society of College Youths. They lia\e
had privileges denied to most associations; a central and permanent
place of meeting through the kindness of Mr. A. A. Hughes at the
famous old Bell Foundry, and they have a tradition behind them
which makes it easier to hold the sort of meeting that now is needed.
But the very fact that thS\* do meet is a source of inspiration to
ringers all over the country, and they are not the only ones. The
Birmingham men aud others \n their own way are doing the same

hing.

Thge number of handbell peals that have been rung is an encourage-
ment. It shows that people are still trying to keep the art alive
md one of the best features is the first and comparatively humble
performances (sometimes Grandsire Doubles) by beginners.

In all 146 peals were rung. Eighteen were Doubles, 29 Minor, 18
Triples in two methods, 69 Major in twelve methods, 6 Caters in two
methods, 7 Roval in two methods and 2 Cinques.

All the Triptos were Grandsire except one of Stedman. The Major
peals were Plain Bob 46; Reverse Bob 1, Oxford Treble Bob 1, Kept
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Treble Bob 7, Spliced Plain and Gainsborough Little Bob 1, Little Bob
2, Double Norwich Court Bob 5, Cambridge Court 1, Richmond Bob 1,
Highbury Bob 1, Avalon Court Bob 1, and Lavenham Court Bob 1.
The Caters w'ere Giandsire 1, Stedman 5. The Royal were Plain
Bob 6, Kent Treble Bob 1. The peals of Cinques were Stedman.

Mr. Christopher Woolley was easily the most prolific of peal ringers
with a score of 28. He was followed by Corpl. E. A. Barnett 24, Mr.
Ernest C* S. Turner 21, and Mr. John Thomas 18. Mrs. Thomas rang
nearly as many.

For first place, in the list of conductors Mr. Thomas and Mr. Woolley
tied with 16. The Rev. Malcolm Melville and Mr. Turner each called
seven.

Among the outstanding performances were the peal of Stedman
Cinques at Leicester, the Stedman Caters at Aldershot, and the non-
conducted Holt's Original by four members of the Society of College
Youths.

For general proficiency the band that met at Busliey stood foremost.
111 a comparatively short time they rang peals not only of Plain and

MR. E. BARNETT.

Oxford and Kent Treble Bob Major and Stedman Triples, but also
of such methods as Double Norwich, Cambridge Court, Reverse Bob,
Richmond Bob, Highbury Bob, Avalon Court and Lavenham Courtr
some of them the first peals ever rung 11l the methods.

Equally meritorious were the many peals of Doubles and Minor rung
in different parts, of the country by bands who took up handbell
ringing for the first- time, and amoiif these the peal of Spliced Minor
at Preston, conducted by Mr. C. K. Lewis, should be noted. A survey
like this can only be a general one. We are sure to have overlooked
some deserving of praise, aud it is possible there may be a slight
error or two in the figures given above.

Peal ringing has not hleen the only usa to which handbells have
been put. In many places they have been rung in church before the
service, and a notable: and impressive event was the half-muffled peal
of Stedman Caters in church as part of the funeral service of the late
Mr. Wiilliam Willson.

The last Sunday of the year 1940 had been a disastrous day tor
London. During ‘the night hundreds of enemy aircraft showered
thousand* of incendiary bombs on the City, and many fa”mous and
beautiful churches were destroyed. Some of them contained bells
which had played no small part in the history of the Exercise, and the
loss of which' fills us with sorrow and regret. They included two
12-bell rings, St. Bride's. Fleet Street, and St. Giles’, Cnpplegate;
the two oldest octaves in the City ,St. Lawrence Jewry and St.
Stephen’s Coleman Street; the seldom heard six at St. Vedast, Jroster
.Lane: and the eights at St. Mary Matfelon, Vttntecliapel, and at
All Hallows’. Barking.

-This list of losses was greatly increased durmg the year that fol-
lowed The- world famous Bow Bells were destroyed, as wel! as the
heavy eight at St. George's-in-the-East, Rudhall's ring at St.
Dunstan s-in-the-East, the tens at St. John’s, Horsle*down, and St.

Clement Danes’, aud the octaves at Chnst Church, Southwark, fet
Mary's, Bow-bv-Stratford, St. Olave's, Hart Street, St. Andrews.
Holbom, and St. John’'s, Vassal Road. .
The tala of disaster was longest in London, but some provincial
towns have suffered very severely. Plymouth lias lost a ring of ten.
Charles Cl'.urrh. and of eight. Stoneliouse. At Bristol the grand ring
(Continued on next page.)
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(Continued from previous page.)
of ton at St. Nicholas’ was destroyed,-as well as eights at St. Peter’s,
St. Mary-le-Port and Clifton Parish Church. Southampton has lost
the fine Taylor ring at St. Mary's and Swansea a ajng of eight.
Bromley Church and steeple were shattered by high explosive bombs,
and in addition to the bells \He historic peal book dating from the
eighteenth century has been ruined.

This is not a full list, of destroyed bell*. Some of then\, we,fear,
will neVer be replaced, but already there are signs that some will be
restored. It is almost certain that there will be another twelve at
St. Bride's; the steeple is being restored and the new frame has been
designed. A promise broadcast on the wireless has been made that
there will once again be bells at St. Lawrence Jewry, and it is un-
thinkable that London will go for long without Bow Bells. It is,
however, unlikely that there will again be a heavy ring of twelve in
tho steeple. -

Another regrettable result of enemy action has been the loss of
much valuable books and property belonging to jbhe College Youths.
The most, valuable articles fortunately had been taken to a place
of safety.

MR. J. THOMAS.

The list of the departed members of the Exercise includes the names
of several men who were well known to all ringers. Among them
the most outstanding was Gabriel Lindoff, who passed away in
November. Owing to his long residence in Dublin, Lindoff was not
so well known personally as he otherwise would have been, and
though he rang over 400 peals they were spread over a period of
more than fifty years. He did not, therefore, seem to be a very
prolific peal ringer compared with some men, though his list was a
very fine one. It was as a composer he was best known, and it is as
a composer that his name will live. Here* he takes a worthy place
in a very select group along with John Reeves, Henry Johnson, Henrv
Dains, Charles Hattersley and their peers.

In January the Exercisc in the Midlands lost it§ most outstanding
member by the death of Mr. John *S. Pritchett, who Dassed away
after a life spent in great activity and public usefulness at the
advanced ag-i of 8G He was one of the founders of the Oxford
University Guild and knew Jonathan Pavier, the oldest of the city
ringers, who was born as far back as 1779. Pritchett became a skilful
ringer, and with his brothers formed an excellent band at King's
Norton. For'nearly 40 years he was Master of the St. Martin’s Guild.
He had a distinguished career outside ringing, and was Recorder of
Lincoln and Alderman of the City of Birmingham.

Two mew who died after long and useful lives were Henry J. Tucker,
wlin was fc, and ex-Sergt. .1. Williams, who was 88. Tucker, who in
his younger days was an active peal ringer, had some pretensions t«
be a composer in the simpler methods.

Ipswich lost a welb-known ringer in Mr. Chaijes A. Catchpole and
another equally well-known man from the neighbouring village of
Sproughton was Mr. H. J. Mee.

Two men of marked personality who died during the year were
James Hunt, of Taunton, and Wailliam Waillson, of Leicester. Both

were men who held strong and definite opinions on various matters
and who were never afraid of expressing them. Both were frequently
engaged in controversy, but botn were exceedingly likeable men, and
those who disagreed with them most never thought of quarrelling

with them. James Hunt will be greatly missed at the meetings of
tifo Central Council.
Canon G. Il. Ridout, of Johannesburg, died on May 5th. He had

learnt his ringing with the'Cambridge University Guild and took his
love of the art to South Africa. He was interested in the problems of
composition and not long since we published an informative article
by him on the in-course singles in Grandsire Triples.

A well-known ringer, Edwin F. Pike, came to a tragic end by
drinking petrol in mistake for medicinal paraffin.

The theoretic side of change ringing suffered a severe loss by the
death of A. G. Driver on September 29th. Mr. Driver was one of
those men who, without being themselves ringers, have rendered
great service to the Exercise and of whom W. H. Thompson is tin*
outstanding example. Mr. Driver could not even, it seems, handle a
single bell, but he turned his attention to composition with excellent
results. He specialised in spliced Minor peals and here he had no
superior and few, if any, equals. Beyond Minor his range was not
very wide, but he also did good work in Spliced Treble Bob and
Surprise Major peals.

Among others who have passed away during the year are C. H.
Horton, of Watford, a post master of the College Youths; Frederick
G. Woodiss, of Banstead; George Popnell; and quite recently Claude
Davies, whose death will be much felt in the Liverpool district.

In January Mrs. Laura Snowdon, the widow’ of William Snowdon,
passed to her rest at the age of 91. All ringers have .cause to revere
ner memory, for she carried on the publication of the Jasper Snowdon
series of ringing books after the death of her husband.

March 31st- was the fiftieth annivei~ry of the first meeting of tho
Central Council, which was held at the Inns of Court Hotel, Holborn,
on Easter Tuesday, 1891. Of the 63 members present, seven are still
alive, and two of them, Canon G. F. Coleridge and Mr. George
Williams, have been members ever since. Both, we are glad jto say,
are still going-strong and both have contributed to our columns during
tho past year.

It was a notable anniversary, but, of course,' nothing could be
done to celebrate it. An opportunity will, however, come later, for
since owing to war conditions the Council did not meet in 1916, 1917.
1940 and 1941, the fiftieth meeting is still some years ahead. We
took the opportunity of publishing an account of the foundation and
early activities of the Council and of some of the members.

The annual Henry Johnson commemoration at Birmingham took the
form of a luncheon, and so did the annual College Youths' feast.
Both werj very successful. '

In these days of paper shortage printing is severely restricted, yet
it is pleasant to record that Mr. Frederick Sharpe has been able to
issue during the .year two more parts of his excellent book on the
bells of Berkshire. When it is finished this will take a worthy place
among thi archaeological books on church bells.

A pleasant and encouraging feature of our own columns has been
the letters and articles contributed by many people on a great variety
of subjects. Mr. G. P. Elphick wrote learnedly on mediaeval bell
frames, Mr. B. H. Swinson on the composition of odd-bob peals of
Stedman Triples, Mr. G. L. Joyce on Transposition, Mr. W. Taylor
on London Surprise, Mr. E. C. Shepherd on Grandsire Caters, and
M\ C. E. Borrett on Norwich ringers. Interesting discussions took
place on ‘What is a good Surprise method?" to which Mr. J. F.
Harvey contributed some good letters; on handbell ringing for be-
ginners, and on silent apparatus, which revealed an unexpected amount
of interest, practical as well as theoretical, in the subject. Mr.
Herbert Drake protested once more against his old enemy *backward
hunting,” and our other correspondents included such old and valued-
friends as Mr. C. T. Coles, Mr. E. Barnett, Mr. E. A. Young. Mr. E.
Bankes James and many more. The correspondence in ‘ The Ringing
World ' has been one bright spot in a sombre year.

OUR SILENT BELLS.

To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—It was unfortunate we could not ring for Christmas.
Perhaps w'e might have been able to do so if we had made the
request earlier, but, like a lot more things, ‘ we left it too late.'

When the Armistice was signed in 1918 we ringers laid down our
tools and rushed up into the belfries. Neglected bearings were auickly
oiled and the bells were raised and soon their sound was heard from
one end of the country to the other.

But what is going to happen when the Armistice is signed to <nd
this war? y

We shall again lay down our tools and rush into the bx|lfri<;* and
when all is ready to commence ringing, tin* parson auditin' ijolicriiiau
will enter and say. We are sorry, gentlemen, but although th< war
is over you cannot ring. You see, the ban is not yet lifted.*

I fancy this is something like what will happen unless something
is done now.

A happy new year to you and all my friends and hoping this time
next year we shall be ringing ‘ROBERT TRIPLES.

H.M. Forces.
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OLD HANDBELLS.

THE ALDBOURNE FOUNDRY.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—With reference lo corrospondencc in your issues oi the
12th and. 19th December, 1941, it may he of interest to your readers
to learn that musical handbells, in sets as we know them, were cast
at the Aldboume (Wilt*) bellfoundry at the end of the 17th century.
| possess one (equivalent to size 12 fti a modern handbell) cast by
William and_ Robert Cor, whose bellfounding activities cover tho
period 1694-1/24. Subsequent owners of the Aldbourne foundry were
Oliver (‘or, John Cor, John Stares and Edward Read, and, iii 1760.
the business was taken ovei by Robert Wells I., whom, 1 suspect,
was the lounder of the set of handbells now in the possession of
your correspondent, Mr. G. E. Symonds. Bells cast by R. Wells could
easily be identified by means of a rubbing of the founder’s initials.
The Cors used one size alphabet, and the Wells two sizes for inscrip-
tions on their handbells.

Numerous handbells, cast by Robert Wells, exist to-day, and the
majority of these bear his name, or initials, on the inside. These
are invariably placed in this position so that they should not be
defaced during process of tuning and also because of the. method
employed in forming the moulds. All the musical handbells cast by

R. Weirs that | nave seen have independent clapper-staples, but the
earlier products of the foundry have cast in crowm-staples. This fact
is a good means of identifying early 17th century musical handbells

from those of later date.

In his valuable book on ‘ Church Bells,’ the Rev. W. C. Lukis (page
10) gives an extract from 4The Marlborough Journal '‘of 6th June,
1772, which contains among its advertisements the following .—

“ At. the Bell-foundrv at Aldboume, Wilts, Church Bells are cast
in a most elegant and as musical a manner a"in any part of the
kingdom, the Founder having made the Theory of Sounds as well as
the nature of Metal his Chief Study; Also hangs the same, finding all
materials in a complete and concise manner; And'also Hand-bclfs
prepared and strictly in Tune in any Key. Horse-bells, Clock and
1700m Bells, the neatest of their several Kinds. Likewise Mill Brasses
cast and sold at the lowest Prices. All orders will be punctually ob-
served by Rob. Wells, Founder. He gives Ready Money and Best
Prices for Bell Metal.’

Besides musical handbells, Robert Wells cast some very fine hand-
bells of the heavier type. We use one in,this village to denote tire
ail* raid message, ‘ Raiders passed,’ as we have no siren. The villagers
complained that they could not hear the regulation size A.R.P. bell,
so | tried Well/ bell. She is a fine bell and quitd as heavy as a
man can carry on a bicycle. On the first occasion we used her for
A.R.P. duties some of the inhabitants thought it was an invasion
warning! But they petitioned that she should be always used, and
now there are no complaints.

Robert Wells’ bellfounding career lasted from 1760 to 1780, when
the business w*as taken over by his sons, Robert Il. and James, who
remained in partnership until i799. Robert Wells 11. gave the treble,
and two other Aldbonme ringers, Joseph Pizzie and William Gwynn,
gave the second to augment the ring there to eight in 1787. A peal
board in Aldbourne tower records the first peal on these bells: ‘ May
ye 3rd, 1791, was rung, 5,040 Grandfire Tripples, by Jn. North Tripple,
Wm. Gwynri 2nd, Edne Witts 3rd, Levi Pizzie 4tli, Wm. Lawrence
5th, Broome Witts 6th call’d the Bobbes, Jas. WElls 7th, Jos. Orchard
Tenr.’

James WElls owned the Aldbourne foundry ffom 1799 to 1826. when
he sold the business to Thomas Mears Il., of London. James Bridg-
man, who had been Wells' assistant, and whose Game occurs on a peal
board at Aldbourne recording a peal of Grandsire ‘ Tripples,’ rung
on January 21st, 1806, worked with Mears at the Whitechapel foundry
for about three years, after which he returned to Aldbourne and
started business on his own account. To him was apprenticed Henry
Bond, who subsequently bought his patterns and plant and established
a bellfoundry at Westcot, Gloucestershire, in or about the year 1851.
Some ten years later he moved to Burford, Oxfordshire, where the
foundry *till exists. It is now owned by Mr. Thomas Bond, who,
inter alia,* has a good collection of handbells cast by the Cors and
Wells, and also the original patterns used in moulding. So it is
possible to-dav to have a handbell cast in the traditional Aldbourne
style by the direct descendant of the noted Wiltshire* founders.

Dcrwen, Launton, Bicester. FREDERfCK SHARPE.

A SET BY WILLIAM COR

Dear Sir,—1 have recently become the possessor of five very old
handbells They are the front five of a peal of eight, the largest is
size 11. There are no crown caps and only four leather handles fall
very decayed). The clappers and what little bits of springs were loft
wore all rusted through, so | have taken all of them out.

Inside the bells and cast into them is W. Cor. with a cockerel or
pheasant On enquiry of Mr. E. Morris, he states they i»re from
the foundrv of William Cor, of Aldbourne (Wilts), between tJie years
1GS6 and about 1720. If so, thev are more than 200 years old. They
were formerly the property of Mr. Cook, an old Evesham ringer, who
cam© to live at Willington, five miles from Burton. | used to visit
him and take copies of ‘ The Ringing World,” which he was delighted
with. | may state that his interest in bells and ringing remained up
to the last. After his death his daughter found the bells among his
~leets and kindly gave them to me. J. H. SWINFIETT>.

120 Princess Street, Burton-on-Trent.
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NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION

CARRYING ON UNDER DIFFICULTIES.

Resolution Against a National Association.

The annual meeting of the North Staffordshire Association was. held
at Stoke-on-Trent on Saturday, December 13th. Thirteen sat dowrn to
tea in the Church Institute from Stoke-on-Trent, Hanley, Longton.
Cheadle and Newcastle-under-Lyme. Apologies for absence were re-
ceived from the Rev. H. H. Treacher, Messrs. Thomas Hurd and
Albert Crawley, of Crewe.

The Yen. Archdeacon P. Hartill (Rector of Stoke-on-Trent) extended
a hearty welcome to all present. Although, he said, they were now
diminished in numbers, he hoped they would be a larger company in
future. *

A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. G. Jones to the Rector of
Stoke-on-Trent for the excellent tea he had given them.
The business meeting followed, with the president

supported by Mr. Andrew Thompson (lion, secretary).

The committee reported that the annual committee meeting was
held at Hanley in November. The Rev. H. H. Treacher, who was in
the chair, was supported by Mr. Andrew Thompson (lion, secretary)
and there were alsc present Messis. C. H. Page, G. Jones, W. Carn-
well, E. Steele and Roberts. The lion, secretary, in his report,
stated that during, the past year 12 meetings had been held, viz., two
at Hanley and one at Stoke-on-Trent, Newcastle, Longion, Brown
Edge, Leek, Kingsley, Stone, Cheddleton, UttoxeteF and Tunstall.
Although the attendances had been small, it had always been possible
to have a little handbell ringing. The average attendance was 14
and two members had attended all the meetings, viz., Charles H. Page
and Andrew Thompson. No committee meetings were held during
the year. The fourth annual dinner was held at the George Hotel,
Burslem, on Saturday, February 22nd, when a company of 23 was
present Even though the number was small and the functioif plain,
the evening fras very much enjoyed. There had been no peals rung
during the year, but that was not the first year in which there had
be€n no peals rung by the association. None were rung in the years
1885, 1887, 1889. 1890, 1892, 1900, 1915, 1917 and 1918. In those years
there were bells on which peals ~could have been rung, hut during the
past 16 months they had not, *of course, been able to ring on the
tower bells at all. Very little time had been given to double-handed
handbell ringing in the district, but he was sure that a practice night
could be fixed and sufficient members present to establish this art
in the district. With regard to the finance of the association, the
secretary was glad to state that there was a credit balance of
£41 14s. 1d., which was an increase of 2s. I£d. on last year. The
subscriptions of ringing members had fallen by £6 10s. this year
and'the honorary members’ subscriptions by one-half to £1 5s., against
£2 10s last year. The secretary once again appealed to members of
the association to give more support to the officers and try to attend
the meetings more often.—The report was. adopted.

The statement of accounts was accepted and the auditor’s report
was adopted. The auditor congratulated the secretary on the way in
which thi books were kept.

The Rev. Hugh Benson was elected chairman and the Rev. S. F.
Linsley as clerical secretary. Mr. Andrew Thompson was reappointed
lion, secretary. Mr. Kenneth Thacker, although serving with H.M.
Forces* was elected as assistant hon. secretary, with Mr. Edward
Steele as acting assistant hon. secretary.

Mr. Andrew Thompson was again elected to represent the associa-
tion on the Central Council. The Rev. Hugh Benson was elected
Ringing Master and Mr. George Jones as auditor.

The following meetings for 1942 were proposed: January, Newcastle;
February, Longton: March, Brown Edge; April, Dravcott; May, Leek;
June, Kingsley: July, Stone; August, Cheddleton; September]
Ultoxeter; October, Tunstall; November, Hanley; and December,
Stoke-on-Trent

It was proposed by Mr. W. Carnwell, and seconded by Mr. G.
Jones, that the annual dinner be held on Saturday, December 19th,
1942, being the nearest Saturday to the inaugural meeting of the
association 60 years ago, the society having been founded on Saturday,
December 16th, 1882.

A special vote of thanks to the hon. secretary for keeping the
association going during the year, and for the manner in which every-
thing had been conducted during this meeting, was proposed by the
Rev. H. H. Treacher, supported by Mr. E. Steele, and carried
unanimously.

After th™ minutes of the last annual meeting and the minutes of
the committee meeting had been passed as read, a motion was placed
before the meeting, moved by the Rev. Hugh Benson (chairman),
seconded by Mr. Andrew Thompson (hon. secretary): 4The North
Staffordshire Association of Change Ringers recognises the Central
Council of Church Bell Ringers as the representative bodv of all asso-
ciations, and objects* to any National Association being formed.’

0:i the proposition of Mr. G. Jones, seconded "by Mr. G. Ho’'hrook,
the following members were elected to form the Annual Dinner Com-
mittee, viz.: The Rev. Hugh Benson, Messrs. Edward Steele, Charles
H. Page and Andrew Thompson.

in ‘ the chair,

2 —.

BALCOMBE, SUSSEX.—On Chrishnas morning before service, carol?
and courses of Bob Minor and Grandsire Triples were rung on hand-
bells : J. Gardner, A. E. Laker, R. Johnson, P. Johnson.
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SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.

MEETING AT KINGTON MAGNA.
The annual meeting of the North Dorset Branch of the <Salisbury
Diocesan Guild was held at Kington Magna on Saturday, December

th. . . )

Members representing five parishes assembled in the Parish Church,
where a service was held in the afternoon. The Guild office was
intoned by the Rev. W. Uphill, and an address was given by Canon
Hellins, D.D. The Rector was at the organ, and a sacred melody
was played by four boys on handbells after the Magnificat.

Tea was followed bv the -business meeting. A financial statement
was presented by the secretary. Dr. Hellins was re-elected ghairraan,
the Rev. F. LI. Edwards vice-chairman, the Rev. W. Uphill secretary,
and Messrs. W. Shute and L. Perrett ringing masters. Thanks were
accorded to. Dr. Hellins and to the ladies presiding over the tea tables.

DKATH OF MISS A. H. WOOD

The death on December 13th is announced of Miss Amy Hattersley
Wood, the younger daughter of the late Matthew A. \Vood, who was
so well known to the London ringers of a past generation. She was
bora in the house in Cliurch Row, Bethnal Green, which was for so
many years associated with the Wood family, and she spent the
whole of her life there except for two years. The fmieral was at
Abney Park Cemetery. She derived her second name from Mr.
Thomas Hatterslev, of'Sheffield, who was a great friend of her father.
By her will she desires her trustee to hand to the Master or other
executive officer her late fatlier'3 album, presented to him by the
members of the Ancient Society of College Youths, St. Paul's
Cathedral.

! GRANDSIRE CATERS.
AContinued from previous column.)
Worcester Journal” of September 18th, 1828, under the

heading of deaths of that week. 1

‘On Friday, in his 85th year, John Bristow, of this
city. He was much respected, and well known as a Bell
Ringer. We understand that he was the last surviving
ringer who was engaged in a memorable peal, rung
at All Saints’ Church, in this city, November 28th,
1774, which is thus recorded in the Worcester Jour-
nal: “ Last Monday was rung at All Saints’
Church, in this city, by the Society of All Saints’
Youths, a complete peal of 7,326 Grandsire Cators, in

4 hours 36-minutes, supposed to be'one of the most musi-
cal peals every rung of so great a length. A person con-
cerned in this peal dreamed the preceding night that the
Tenor Clapper fell out, as the Bells came round, which
really happened, to the great surprise of the company” the
person having declared It before they went into the
Tower.” Bristow was the only person who ever rung the
tenor bell of All Saints’ single-handed to a peal.’

At this time the Leicester Scholars were at the hejght
of their fame. As far back as 1669. Fabian Stedman
visited Leicester, and the result of his stay in the town
was the growth of a very good band. The}- had more
than a local reputation, for in 1686 Samuel Scattergood
took about twenty of them as far as Solihull, Warwick-
shire, to try the new peal of eight bells at St. Alphege
Church. Towards the end of the eighteenth century they
were busy with Grandsire Caters, and with Martin as
composer and William Bull as conductor, two notable
peals were rung.

On August 12th, 1776, they rang 6,012 ‘in the Tit-
tonis,” of which they said,* we can safely say that a peal
of such Length Never was performed so compleat By
the flrst Attempt Ever Made for the same.*»

T.Ti,.T

BELL. ROPES

MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP. OR ITALIAN FLAX.
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND ALL ROPES SENT
CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL
Cheap (Quotations Established 150 years ‘Phone 203

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORK8, CR*NTHA»
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GRANDSIRE CATERS.
THE HISTORY OF THE METHOD.

By Edgar C. Shepherd.
(Continued from page 623.)

On February 1st, 1756, Benjamin Annable died, and
was buried in St. Bride’s’Church. This remarkable man
had given the Ancient Society of College Youths a great
reputation, and Mr. Trollope fittingly writes of him:

".He was by far the greatest of all the College Youths
and one of. the greatest ringers in the whole history of
the Exercise. Few have done so much to develop the
art as he did. When he began to ring there had been
accomplished as far as we know no more than six true
peals. When he died peal ringing was a common thing.
The position which the College Youths held in the
eighteenth century was due to him more than any. other
man, and, perhaps, in his earliest days he saved the
very existence of the Society.’

A year or two later came the discovery of bringing
the bells round at handstroke. This invention by
Francis Roberts may perhaps be considered as only
second in importance to"the establishment of the Tittum
Position. Roberts had been leader of the Fulham band,
cPrd when he became conductor'to the College Youths he
called 6,050 Grandsire Cinques at St. Bride's and 5,180
Bob Royal at St. Magnus’.

In 1762 the College Youths performed a notable feat
by ringing at Fulham 10,098 Grandsire Caters with ten
men only. It was the first 10,000 to be rung single-
handed, and it appears to have been the last peal by the
‘ ancient society ' for some years. Mr. H. M. Page, of
Fulham, says: ‘' By reading early copies of the “ Bell
News ” this peal was rang soon after the two Bells
were added to make the peal of ten, and | think we( are
safe in saying the first peal on ten at All Saints’,
Fulharm’

As usual there is no record of the composition, but the
peal board record is as follows:—

* The Society of College Youths did ring in this steeple
on Monday, March 29th, 1762 A Compleat ' Peal of
10098 Grandsire Cators in 6 hrs. 53 rrtins. The per-
formers were W. Underwood 1,'W . Scott 2, R. Moore 3,
W . Richardson C. Wells 5, S. Buckingham 6, E.
Thomas 7, S. Clark 8, R. Sames 9, S. Mugeridge 10.

William LThderwood conducted, and it will be noted
that Christopher Wells, who made the discovery that
falseness in Treble Bob could occur at the dodging leads
of the treble,’ rang the 5th.

In Chapter VIL of ‘ The College Youths ' Trollope
gives a full account of the disagreements that split the

society into two, so that for nearly thirty years there
were two societies, each calling itself the College
Youths. It was the ‘ junior ' society, composed of the

younger men, joined by Underwood, that rang 10,188
Grandsire Caters at West Ham, and 5,057 at Cambridge
in 1765. This latter peal was rung on the occasion of
the annual outing.

During the next thirty years some notable feats were
accomplished. In 1773, George Gross called his excel-
lent 7,001 at St. Leonard’'s, Shoreditch, and on Novem-
ber 28th, 1774, 7,326 changes were'rung at All Saints’,
«\Worcester. There is no existing record of the band, and

the only available information comes frpm “ Berrows
(Continued in next column.)



January 2nd, 1942.

NOTICES.

THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted
Under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN

MONDAY.

All communications should be sent to The Editorial
O ffice of ' The Ringing W oritd,” Lower Pyrfokd
Road, W oking, Surrey.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—North-Eastern Division.—
The annual district meeting- will be held at St. Peter’s,
Colchester, on Saturday, January 3rd. Handbells avail-
able 2.30 p.m. Service in cfiurch at 4 p.m. Tea you
must all bring with you, as at previous meetings. Will
members please note that subscriptions for 1942 will be due
at this meeting. May | appeal to everyone, including our
friends over the border in the Northern Division, to come
and make this meeting a great success, and show the new
Vicar of St. Peter’'s that the North-Eastern Division is
very much alive?—Leslie Wright, Lower Barn Farm,
Dedham.

ST. MARTIN’'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755).— Annual meeting
will be held at the Tamworth Arms, Moor Street, Birm-
ingham, on Saturday, January 3rd, commencing at 6.15
p.m. prompt.—T. H. Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136, Newton
Road, Sparkhill, Birmingham, 11.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.—
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, January 3rd,
at the Bell Foundry, Whitechapel Road, E.7, at 3 p.m.
The payment of Is. 8d. to enable those members who
have not attended the required number of meetings to
vote on matters of finance is now due.—A. B. Peck, Hon.
Sec., 1, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—A
meeting will be held at Newcastle-under-Lyme on Satur-
day,*Jan. 3rd. Six clapperless bells *and handbells avail-
able from 3 p.m»—Andrew Thompson, 63, Whifehouse
Road, Cross Heath, Newcastle, Staffs.

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — Axbridge
Deanery Branch.—A meeting will be held at Yatton on
Saturday, Jan. 3rd, 1942. Bells with ringing apparatus
available 2.30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Service 3 p.m. Tea
and business meeting 4 p.m.—E. J. Avery, Hon. Local
Sec., Sandford.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION.—Bristol City Branch.—A meeting
will be held at the Haymarket Hotel on Saturday; January
3rd,.at 3 p.m. Handbells and tea provided. Business
includes election of chairman and secretary, etc. A good
attendance is requested.—A. M. Tyler. Branch Hon. Sec.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.—The an-
nual meeting will be held at the Royal Hotel, Barnsley,
on Saturday, January 10th. Handbells available 2.30
p.m. Business meeting 3.30 p.m. Tea 4.30 p.m.j fol-
lowed bv further handbell practice. Those requiring tea

TOWER CLOCKS

Weight Driven or Electric, by the
WORLD'S OLDEST MAKERS
ESTABLISHED OVER 300 YEARS

lllustrated ART CATALOGUE on regne

i. b.

We hue experts visiting all parts of the British Isles, and shad be pleased
to carry oat restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tover Clock
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must notify me by January 9th. A hearty welcome awaits
all.—D. Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, Chapel Street, Shafton,
near Barnsley.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—Northern Division.—The
annual district meeting will be held at Bocking on Sat-
urday, Jan. 10th, 1942 It is honed all the members
who are able will make a special effort to attend. Six
‘ silent ' bells available, also handbell ringing. Service
and business meeting.— Hilda G. Snowden, Hon. Dis.
See.

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—A meet-
ing will be held at St. Giles’, Norwich, on Saturday,
January 10th. Bells (silent) 2.30. Service 3.45. Tea in
St. Giles’ Parish Hall, Cow Hill, 4.30, followed by busi-
ness meeting and handbells.—A. G. G. Thurlow, Gen.
Sec., 52, The Close, Norwich.

GREETINGS.

Wishing all members and friends of the Ancient Society
of College Youths a happy and prosperous New Year.—
Ernest G. Fenn, Master; Albert A. Hughes, Treasurer;
Alfred B. Peck, Sec.

Hearty greetings and best wishes for the New Year
to the mad band and all ringing friends, from Paymaster
Lieut. C. Glenn, R.N.V.R.

Mr. and Mrs. G. F. Swann send to all ringing friends
best wishes for a happier New Year.

New Year Greetings to all ringing friends from Mr. and
Mrs. Albert Walker, 86, Scribers Lane, Hall Green, Bir-
emingham, 28.

FOR SALE.

EVERY domestic poultry keeper is an asset tu the
nation. Now booking orders for hatching eggs for the
coming season from my cup-winning utility and exhibi-
tion strains. Write- your requirements to P. Amos, 2a,
Beverley Crescent, Northampton. A few yearling hens
for sale. Prices from 15s. upwards.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

SWINDON BRANCH ANNUAL MEETING.

The annual meeting of the SwindoiF Branch of the Gloucester and
Bristol Diocesan Association was held on Saturday, December 13th, at
Rodbourne- Cheney. The attendance was very disappointing, only
seven being present. Handbells were in use during the evening,
various methods up to Stedman Caters and Grandsire Cinques being
rung. The secretary gave his usual report and stated that peals of
Minor, Major and Royal had been rung on handbells in the branch
during the year, but he regretted that so few ringers gave any atten-
tion to this side of change ringing. He also reported that a consider-
able number of members had not yet paid their subscriptions.

All the officers were re-elected, indeed, with the very small number
present, it was impossible to do otherwise, and it is to be regretted
that, such a large number of ringers show little or no interest in
branch affairs.

Th*\fixing rrf fulurc meetings was left in the hands of the secretary
the opinion being expressed that meetings were rather a waste of
time, as the only people who troubled to attend were those who
attended the weekly practices at Christ Church, and that one of the
practices could be turned into a branch meeting. The meeting ended
with the election of one new member as though to show the branch
is not quite dead.

JOYCE & CO. LTD.

WHITCHURCH, SALOP.
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The Central Council Publications

TO BE.QOBTAINED POST FREE
fpom the
Rev, E. S. POWELL, Staverton Vicarage, Daventry

-
o

COLLECTION OP TRIPLES METHODS
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.AB............. !

CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS

METHOD SHEETS —Cambridge Surprise Major

Diuble Norwich and Cambridge Court

Bristol Surprise Major

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS

VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION

COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New
EditiON) it s -2

o

O N NWN

The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.
*ROPE-SIGHT,” Is. 10d.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob
oommencmg on three bells.
‘ GRANDSIRE, 2s. 10d.; second edition; 204 pages,
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.
‘STANDARD METHODS, ninth edition, 2s. 10d.
1STEDMAN,’ 2s. iOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.
'TREBLE BOB,’ Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
‘SURPRISE METHODS, 2s. 10d. A book by the late Rev. 0. D. P.

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams, 126 pages.

commencing on

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from

M iss MARGARET E. SNOWDON
Woodlands, Newby Bpidge, Ulverston, Lancs

PUBLICATIONS.

‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply
Explained,” 9th thousand, 6£d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen,
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,” 2nd
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR, for those
about to begin more advanced methods. 7jd. each,
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

THE RINGERS® HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL.
Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peels of Graadsire,
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.
' Large selection of Compositions included.

Pries:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp.,, 2/9
(6 copies for 15 /-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper cornt, 64pp.,
1/2 (6 copies for 6/-).

Obtainable only post free from Rev. E. S. POWELL,
Itavepton Vioapage, neap Daventry.
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‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES'

NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHINC
Est. 18*0 Tat. 2400

JOHN PR”CHARD(&m%)Ltd
LOUGHBOROUGH

Oro«*youp Bell Ropes now, befope prices InoreaM,
pre-war qualify, and send us your old Bell Ropes
for repairs whilst not in use.

Clock and dhiming Ropes
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING MATS AND BELL MUFFLERS

Suitable for Presentation or
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IKKSTAKD 8 & in Solid Silver
Diameter 2*in 2lin, 3H». 3}in. 4in. 4iin. Sin. Biin
Price 18/8 2278 28/8 33/8 42/- 52/8 87/8 788

ThE 6in. siise is also made to hold 60 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optician

Telephone 276 W OKIN G

SMITH of DERBY

for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven

Makers of many famous clocks, in-
cluding St. Paul's Cathedral, London,
and throughout the world.

John Smith & Sons, Midland Clock Works,
Oepby, Ltd.

Head Office and Wopks, Queen St., Depby
Tel. No. DERBY 45569 Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Guild-
Breams

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press,
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co.,
London, 8.C.4.

Ltd.,
Ltd.,
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THE FUTURE.

It used to be the custom, at the parting of the years,
for a paper like ' The Ringing World,” to take the
opportunity of making a survey of the twelve months
that had gone and of congratulating readers on the pro-
gress they had made; and then to turn to the future with
words of encouragement and good wishes. There was
something in it of the spirit which prompts people to
send Christmas cards to their friends, a spirit which
owes a good deal no doubt to convention and habit,
but at bottom is thoroughly sound and genuine. ‘ The
Ringing World ’ likes to think of its readers as its
friends, and likes to feel that their personal welfare is a
matter for its concern. *

We, all of us, wish our friends well; they would not
be friends if we'did not. But when at this crisis we
look a little below the surface of things what grounds
have we, for confidence and optimism? At first sight
not much. A dark shadow lies over the land and over
the world. It will be long before? it passes away, and
we may be certain that it will grow darker before it does
pass away. We believe, and we believe with that con-
viction which refuses even to contemplate the possibility
of defeat, that the skies will brighten again. But when
the sun shines once more it will be on a land and on a
people that have been radically changed. We may be
looking forward to the time when we shall be able to
go again into our belfries and ring as we used to do,
and we think we can pick up the threads that were
dropped a couple of years ago. But in our hearts we
know it will not be possible. -

It will be a new world we shall have to face and the
problems that the war has raised will almost certainly
be most acute when it is over. Everything depends on
how they will be faced. We in the ringing Exercise
are fortunate that the issues for us are fairly simple and
clear cut. We have an art which through three cen-
turies has proved itself of abundant vitality, and our
steeples and bells remain for us as they have done
through the ages.

What must we do then to preserve the change ringing
which has come down to us, and to hand it on to those
that come after? First of all we must be convinced in
our own minds and being that it is worth preserving.
If we regard it as merely a thing that can be done or
left alone according to fancy, like a visit to the pictures,
we shall not get very far. We must be prepared to
take some trouble and to make some sacrifices, for that

is the real test.
(Continued on page 14.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.

'ESTABLISHED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOffGR CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Mailers of m*ny of the largest and most important ClocHs
in the World.
CLOCKS REPAIRED AND DIALS RCSTORCD.I

THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS/

' Bankfield Terrace, Burley, Leeds.
And, at 9, Adelphl Chambers, Shakespeape St.,
Newoastle-on-Tyne,
and 96, Capvep Street, Moophead, Sheffield.
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Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole,

Brooch or Pendant

With name of your Association engraved
—as lllustration,

oct. HALL MARKED ~OLD
HALL MARKED SILVER 7/6
GILT OR WHITE METAL 4h

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can
be engraved on the reverse side at s
small extra charge.

45/-

* GEO. STACEY,

6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING

The Newest and Most Interesting
Development 0/ Change Ringing

Study thiB latest phase of the Art «
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in
METHOD SPLICING, price 1/3 (post free)
from 1 The Ringing World ' Office,
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1780

JOHN NICOLL,

Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope
Manufacturer,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to 8t. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey,

tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter-

borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s,
Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Imperial Insti-

MuClers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.
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But we must have a sense of values. What matters

at the moment is the winding' of the war. Everything
must stand aside for that. Only when that is fully pro-
vided for may we think of other things. And that

brings us to our main point. Our hope for the future
lies not in trying to do anything spectacular; we want
nothing of the nature advocated by a correspondent last
week; we do not want to start ‘ going to it.” What we
want is for all who value chapge ringing to do their
best according to their opportunity and ability to keep
alive the spirit of the Exercise, by holding and attend-
ing as many meetings as possible; by maintaining touch
with their friends; by helping and encouraging- one
another; and especially by refusing to allow the circum-
stances of the times to conquer or dim .our interest in
the art of change ringing.

If we can do these things, if we can combine
enthusiasm, and confidence, and patience we shall win
through; and we shall be able to face the year that is
coming knowing full well that better days are some-
where ahead. He that shall endure to the end shall be
saved.

HANDBELL PEALS.

NOTTINGHAM.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, December 27. 1941, in One Hour and Fifty-Three Minutes,
At Vernon House, Friar L ane,
A PEAL OF DOUBLES, 6040 CHANGES;
Being 1,800 changes of Plain Bob and 3,240 changes of Grandsire.
*Bernard Brown 1-2 | Ralph Narboroogh 3-4
*Kenneth Gration 3-6
Conducted by Ralph Narborobgh.
Witness: Philip Reed.
* First peal in two methods.

BARNEHURST, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
Of* Sunday, December 28. 1941, in Thtee H«urs and Three Minutes,
At 9, Beverley Road.
A PEAL OF BOB ROYAL, 5040 CHANGES™*
Walter Dobbie .
John E. Spies

1-2 | George H. Cross
....... v 3-4 |Herbert E. AddslKky..
Edwin Barnbtt . 9-10

Composed and Conducted by George H. Cross,

First peal ‘in hand ' on ten by the ringers of 1-2 and 3-4.
peal of plain ten by the ringer of 3-4.

First

OSWALDTWISTLE/ LANCASHIRE.

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
Oh Tuesday, December 30, 1941, in Two Hours and | hirty Mmutis,

At 21, Fielding Lane,
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, B040 CHANGES;
Being seven different 720's.
Isaac W hallby ... 1-2 | Roger Lbigb

Charles Sharples
Conducted by C. Sharples.

It is 37 years. since I. Whalley and C. Sharpies rang a handbell peal
together.

5-6

BELL. ROPES

MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP. OR ITALIAN FLAX.
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT
CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 1SO yean. ‘Phone 203.
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DR. SLACKS PEAL OF STEDMAN.

To the Editor,

Dear Sir,—1 had not intended to participate in the discussion on
Dr. Slack's peal, but certain points appear to need clarifying. When
the composition was rung | never bothered to send the figures up,
as, in the first place, | knew the Editor had theip, although in a very
soiled and dilapidated condition, and also because there was then no
apparent demand for them. Since then, however, various people have
written and asked for figures, a tedious job to keep on writing out,
s> | sent them up, especially as a friend had typed out some copies
with one or two errors which might cause’'confusion in the future.
Besides, | was thinking of entertainment for some of our composing
sleuths.” 1 could see them eagerly getting to work with pencil and
paper, and their radiant jov it they #ould only prove it false!

The objection in this week’s leading article to the form in which it
was presented seems rather querulous to me. We are quite aware
that a two-part peal of Stedman Triples, without observation bell or
fixed divisions, has only two course-ends, in this case 2314765 and
2314567, but if given as a -half-peal, in one string, it"is essential to
give all six-ends, plain and bobbed. My arrangement only requires
one in twelve. This idea has been used in several instances by ‘' The
Ringing World * of Stedman Triples compositions containing no
observation bell. Two of these compositions are published in 4The
Ringing World *of July 15th, 1921, and July 7th, 1922, and both have
been rung. The first is a seven*part. This lias really only seven
course-ends, but is split up into courses of 10 sixes. The second is a
six-part and is split up into courses of 10 sixes (except two odd courses).
These peals could have courses of any other number equally well, and
would navd'jnade no difference to the calling whatever. There is no
observation, so each part is a part, however split up. It is simply a
matter of expediency, the same as you print ‘ The Ringing World ' in
two columns, instead of one, or five, or six.

I am surprised an old and experienced hand like yourself queries
any system of arranging or learning a peal, when we have heard of
people learning a tune by which to call a composition, and other
queer tricks. Even in the case of Dr. Slack's composition a very
famous conductor, who had two or three attempts for it, told me
of a method he was using which would never have struck me, and he
knows a3 much about calling difficult compositions as anybody, past
or present.

Any system is right, to any particular individual, if it results in
bobs being oalled in the right -place. Even Freud doesn’'t claim to
know all the intricacies of the human mind! | was interested to see
your definition of ‘ good copy.’ | rather suspected some recent articles
were a fifth column attempt to drive us all ‘crackers,” and am relieved
to know that such was not the case. | know you try to cater for all
tastes (a difficult job, and | think you suoceed), but I'm afraid |
should never have been reared as a ringer if learning those was
essential! ~o MAURICE F. R. HIBBERT.

Bushey.

A SUGGESTION.

Dear Sir,—May | suggest that the best way for the Hertfordshire
people to preserve the figures of Dr. Slack’s peal of Stedman Triples
would be to print them in their annual report?

- ALFRED H. PULLING.

The Grammar School? Guildford.

HERTFORDSHIRE RESOLUTIONS,

. To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—1 did not intend to take up any more of your valuable

space, but your leader of the current issue leaves me no other choice
than to write you again.
f Your explanation why the composition has not been published re
*good oopv ' may appear to'you, sir, to meet the case, but to the
majority oi your readers this presents nothing but a dogmatic refusal
to recognise the talented qualities of the composition,' ana also offering
no encouragement- to young composers

You appear to be wanting arguments to convince you to publish
n.ack’s peal. This, however, would take up too much space, but I
would like to tajce the opportunity of reminding you that several
years ago you protested very strongly, and quite rightly so, because
the figures of the Painswick peal of Grandsire Cinques were not avail-
able for publication. 1 need hardly add that to the majority of your
readers the figures of this Cinques peal conveyed notning, but the
peal was very soon discovered to be false.

Your editorial this week may appear to you, sir, all right. One
thing only does this meet, and that is that all your readers now
appreciate what ‘ good copv ' represents.

If you, sir, are convinced that what was written by Mr. W. TayloT
on London Surprise, and tho various articles wffich some time back
were written by a reverend gentleman from the Eastern Counties
represents good copv, | can at once assure vou that very few of your
reaBdel;]s will be convinced. EDWIN JENNINGS.

ushev

I"ONDON.—At 7, Glenwood Grove, N.W.9, on Monday, December
‘pth, a quarter-peal of Bob Major (1,344 changes) : R. G. Spears 1-2,
< H. Botham £4, E. B. Hartley 5-6, Mr*. J. H. Botham 7-8. First
quarter-peal 4in hand ' by 1-2. 3*4. 5-6.
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NORWICH ASSOCIATION’'S PRESIDENT.
DEATH OF THE VICAR OF GREAT YARMOUTH.

The death took place on Sunday, December 14th, at a London
nursing home, after a major operation a fortnight before, of Canon
R. Aubrey Aitken, at the age of 71 years.

Son of the late Canon Hay Aitken, of Norwich Cathedrpl, Canon
Aubrey Aitken became Vicar of Great Yarmouth 21 years ago. He
was elected president of the Norwich Diocesan Association of Ringers
on April 19th, 1941, and in him tlje association has lost a good friend—
one who always appreciated the endeavours of the ringers and was
always pleased to give facilities to assist
them' in their ringing. The use of the
twelve bells at Great Yarmouth was always
readily given. During the short time that
he was president of the association, Canon
Aitken did much to uphold its traditions
worthily.

Educated at Bedford School and Merton
College, Oxford, where he took his B.A.
in 1893 and proceeded to his M.A. three
years later, Canon Aitken was ordained
deacon in 1894 and priest the following year."
From 1894-98 he was curate at St. Mary'’s,
Gateshead, and then for five years Diocesan
Missioner at Hereford. From 1903 to 1909
lie was Vicar of Holy Trinity, Hereford,
and in the latter year accepted the living
of North Walsham, Norfolk, where he re-
mained until his appointment to Great Yar-
mouth. For nine years he was-Rural Dean
of Waxham, and while at Yarmouth became
Rural Dean of the Fleggs. In December,
1921, he was appointed an Honorary Canon
of Norwich Cathedral.

Canon Aitken took great interest in all sports and was a member
of a great many locjl bodies, including the Education Committee,
Norfolk and Norwich Savings Bank, Norfolk and Norwich Archaeo-
logical Society, governor of the hospital, etc.

The funeral service took place at St. Nicholas’ Church, Great
Yarmouth, and was attended by a large congregation. The Bishop
of Norwich took part in the" service. The Norwich Diocesan Associa-
tion was represented by Mr. W. J. Lee, chairman, and Mr. J. G. W.
Harwood, secretary of the Eastern Branch. Many public bodies were
represented, and the Town Council was represented by the Mayor,
Deputy Mayor and member? and officials of the Corporation.

The'bodv had been cremated at St. Faith's, Norwich, and the ashes
were later in the day placed in their last resting place in.St. Nicholas’
Church.

THE LATE
CANON AITKEN.

peals for handbell ringing.

To the Editor. \

Dear Sir,—May | express my appreciation and thanks to the Rev.
M. C. C. Melville for the peal of Bob Major and the explanatory
article which appears in this week’s ‘ Ringing World '?

It is evident that the writer knows the difficulties which beset such
a band as ours at Bournemouth in the matter of ringing perform-
ances, not the least of these being the lack of a first-class conductor.
My company of handbell ringers would have recorded a peal a long
time ago had we had a good conductor. Now they are determined to
try to record a peal with our local people, and so one of us will have
to call it. | am wondering if Mr. Melville or any other gentleman
could deal with a suitable peal of Grandsire Triples in the same way,
taking the 'S pair as the Conductor’s pair?

Finally, | trust you will be able to publish a ' Ringing World ' every
week until victory'comes. Without a weekly paDer in these times the
Exercise would truly be lost. ARTHUR V. DAVIS.

116, Alma Road, iJouiTiemouth.

DUDLEY AND DISTRICT GUILD.

MEETING AT SEDGLEY.

Inclement weather was the cause of a small muster at the quarterly
meeting of the Dudley and District Guild, held it Sedgley on Satur-
day, December 6th.

After a short practice with silent bells a service was held, conducted
by the Vicar, the Rev. J. H. H. Kilborn, who delivered a Tery in-
teresting address and gave a short recital on the organ, which was
much appreciated.

Tea in the Schoolroom followed and then the business meeting, at
which the Vicar presided. Two new members were elected, including
the Vicar as an honorary member. It was decided to hold the next
meeting, which will be the annua! meeting, at' Dudley some time in
March- The ai-rangements were left in the hands of the secretary.

A vote of thanks was passed to the Vicar, who said he was pleased
to welcome the ringers and hoped to meet them again in better
times. Also to Mr. Fullwood for providing the tea and to Mrs. Full-
wood, Mrs. Martin and Miss Martin for serving it. Good use was
afterwards made of the handbells.
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‘CLAVIS CAMPANALOGIA/

(Continued from page 4.) n

THE PUBLICATION.

The authors of the ‘ Clavis ' thought it necessary to
give touches only ‘ in those methods which are constantly
in use and it is interesting to notice which they are.
They are Grandsire Triples, Bob Major, Oxford Treble
Bob Major, Grandsire Caters, Bob Royal and Grandsire
Cinques. Bob Triples, Stedman Triples and Caters,
Treble Bob Royal and Maximus, and Double Bob Major
and Royal—all of which we should have expected—do
not appear in the list.

Of Grandsire Caters a touch of 359 changes is given
which is said to be the shortest in which the bells can
be brought round at hand. It was composed by John
Frazier, and was * inserted entirely for curiosity as the
bells are thrown into such cross positions that few prac-
titioners choose to -ring it; but it cannot possibly be done
any better way.” Another touch, ‘' being only two leads
longer,” is recommended as ‘ much more musical and
regular.’

The book ends with a list of rings of ten and twelve
throughout the country, an archaeological account of
bells, and a selection of poetry.

We learn that in 1788 there were eight rings of
twelve, four of them in London—St. Bridget's or St.
Bride's, St. Martin-in-the-Fields, St. Michael’s, Cornhill,
and St. Saviour’s, Southwark. The four in the country
were Cirencester (which is incorrectly stated to have

been the oldest twelve then existing), ,St. Mary's, Cam-
bridge, St. Martin’'s, Birmingham, and St. Peter Man-
croft, Norwich. The latter, ‘ though it remains the

last, is by some deemed the first in point of merit.’

Middlesex had nine rings of ten—St. Mary-le-Bow,
Christ Church, Spitalfields, St. Qjles’, Cripplegate, St.
Leonard’s, Shoreditch, St. Magnus’, St. Dionis’, Back-
church, apnd All Saints’, Fulham. Two other tens in
the metropolitan area were St. John’s, Horsleydown, and
St. Alphage’s, Greenwich. Of all these rings five have
been destroyed and one is now awaiting a new home in
the new Cathedral at Guildford.

Of the forty counties of England seventeen had no ring
of ten. The others had forty-two, and there was another
at Wrexham in Wales.

The account of bells is taken bodily from some un-
known author and is very learned, but not of any great
interest. The poetry consists of William Woty’s * Cam-
panak>gia ' and ' Ode,” Rogers’ *Poem addressed to a
Bell Founder,” and the lines by an anonymous writer
from the * Tintinnalogia.’ -

Samuel Rogers was rector of Chillington in Bedford-
shire from 1758 to 1768, and his poem is of considerably
higher quality than the majority of those dealing with
bells and ringing-, though that perhaps is not saying
much. Here is a short extract:—

1 Let Handel play, and Frasi charm the fair

Wi~h op’ra songs, and soft Italian air,

Our country swains with greater pleasure hear
Famed Majors, Caters, Triples, and Grandsire,
Which while they ring sonorous, clear and sweet,
The face of commerce smiles along the street;
Their many sounds ev'n some refreshment yields
To toiling husbandry among the fields.’

In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries the cus-
tom was for authors to dedicate their books to some
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nobleman or great person., It was not merely a com-
pliment ; the patron was expected to make the book a
financial success by a grant of money. Following this
custom the ‘' Tintinnalogia ' and the ‘ Campanalogia ”
were dedicated to the College Youths. Fabian Stedman,
who was responsible for the publication of both books,
adopted this as the readiest way of meeting the financial
risks,. So, too, wher; Doleman and his partner produced
the 1702 * Campanalogia ‘ they did so under the patron-
age of the London Scholars.

As time went on it became usual to publish books by
subscription and the dedication became more or less a
compliment as it is to-day. William Jones and his col-
leagues adopted the latter plan. They first secured the
support of ringers throughout the country, and they
dedicated their work ‘' to our worthy friends, lovers of
the art in general,’ choosing *‘ the whole Exercise at
large rather than this or that society or individual which
might have looked like a partial attachment.’

The list of subscribers contains one hundred and
ninety-five names. Birmingham is strongly represented,
and Shrewsbury, and Nottingham, and Halifax'; but the
name of no Norwich man is there. Blakemore's
supposed treachery hjid caused so much resentment
among the ringers of that city that ‘they ° totally
ignored ' the book.

Every one of the principal London societies is repre-
sented, and the names include those of most of the lead-
ing ringers of the day. James Bartlett, George Byers,
James Darquitt, Robert Pye Donkin, John Frazier,
James Hammett, William Hatt, Joseph Holdsworth,
John Inville, William Irons, Wailliam Lyford, John
Lyford, Joseph Monk, Richard Moore, Samuel Mug-
geridge, Philip Pilgrim, James Purser, John Povey,
Winstanley Richardson, George Scarsbrook, William
Shipway, Edward ahd Benjamin Simmonds, Edmund
and Thomas Sylvester™ Christopher Wells and James
Wooster — all of them had done something to make
ringing history.

The two most prominent names that are absent arc
Charles Purser and George Gross, Purser, who com-
posed and called the long peals of Treble Ten for the
College Youths in 1777, had been out of London peal
ringing since he rang the treble to the Cambridge Sur-
prise Major in 1783. It seems he was living for a time
at Bristol or in the neighbourhood and there were no
subscribers to the ‘' Clavis” from that part of tin-
country.

The absence of George Gross’ name may be attributed
to his jealousy of John Reeves, though it is quite likely
that he was an illiterate man without much use for a
printed book. Yet the little we do know of him as a
composer is entirely due to the ‘' Clavis.'” Four of his
peals are given, more than by any composer other than
the authors. Considering the feeling between him and
Reeves, this might seem a generous gesture on the part
of the latter; but we must remember that it was William
Jones, not Reeves, who finally decided what was to b<
in the book, and the peals by Gross'are those for which
Reeves had no equivalent.

Among the subscribers from the country are William
Doubleday Crofts, the Nottingham attorney; Samuel
Laurence, of Shifnal, who was then living at Chelsea’
Thomas Groves, the warner of the Union Society of
Shrewsbury; Richard Cross, the bob caller of that com-
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pany; Charles Day, of Cambridge;
Phineas Smith, of Birmingham.

Five bell founders subscribed Edward Arnold, of
Leicester; John Briant, of Hertford ; George Hedderley,
of Nottingham; William Mears, of Whitechapel; and
John Rudhall, of Gloucester.

The book was printed by William Brown, of Poppin's
Court, Fleet Street, and was published by Thomas
Blakemore. It is also stated on the title page that it
was sold by J. Bowtcll, of Cambridge. John Bowtell
was a skilful finger and a member of the Society of Cam-
bridge Youths. Besides being a bookseller, he was a
bibliophile and a collector of manuscripts. He left a
collcction to the library of Downing College, which in-
cluded Dr. Charles Mason’s papers, and was thus in-
strumental in preserving the only copy of Holt's broad-
sheet of peals now extant.

As | have already mentioned, the tliree authors of the
‘ Clavis ' quarrelled and parted before the book ap-
peared, and so it would seem that the copyright and the
arrangements for publication were in Blakemore’'s hands.
Five hundred copies only were printed and before very
long the edition was sold out. As there was a great
demand for the book, R. S. Kirby, of Paternoster Row,
bought the copvright and published a new edition in
1796.

The familiar name 1 Clavis Campanalogia ' was
omitted from the title page, and the book called ‘* New
Campanalogia ' or ‘* A Key to the Art of Ringing.” It
is claimed that there are *considerable additions,” but
the additions consist merely of changes in the final ~chap-
ter on the history of bells and ringing, and some more
poetry. The body of the book is reprinted as it stands

(Continued in next column.)

James Dovey and
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SILENT CHURCH BELLS.
To the editor.

Dear Sir,—I was very much cheered to read Mr. Lewen’s letter on
‘ Bells and Invasion.” | read an article in ‘ The Daily Mirror ' the
previous week saying that our bells would not ring any more till
after the war, and that certain Home Guards who heard bells "being
played on a gramophone made a rush, thinking of invasion bells.

But what | cannot quite understand is that there are many churches
in our country where the clocks still chime every quarter of- an hour,
day in, day out. | should like to know what difference there is
between that and chiming hymn tunes as was the custom in many
places on Sundays before the war.

It was done in my own village on alternaifl Sundays, and | had the
privilege of chiming for some 25 years up till the war started. I'm
also a change ringer, and | feel (like many others) done out of a
great privilege, as atything done for the Church, or rather for God.
is a privilege. And | think that our leaders should remember that
Bunyan’s words are as true to-day as when lie wrote them, ‘The
bells are tho \oice of God, calling Christians to worship aud sinners
to repentance.’ J. W. DYER.

Great Tey. n [ ]

‘CLAVIS CAMPANALOGIA/
(Continued from previous column.)
in the first edition without any attempt to correct the
errors that had crept iti.

For this, of course, William Jones was not responsible.
He had probably severed his connection with the book
before 1788, and Kirby ewidently thought he could dis-
pense with the services and expenses of an expert editor.

The second edition was printed by J. Raw, of Ipswich.
A few years later, about 1800, a third edition was issued,
printed from the same type and published by Longman
Hurst, Rees, Orme and Brow.n™ In this edition the book
is simply styled ‘' A Key- to the Art of Ringing.’ Ex-
cept for the title page the impress is identical with the
second edition.

Towards the end of the last century a reprint of the
first edition was issued from the office of ‘ The Bell
News ' by Harvey Reeves.

*

THE
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BELFRY GOSSIP.

We arc informed that Edward Townley, of the Kendal, Westmor-
land, baud, lias been Killed on active service in the Middle East. He
was 20 yfiars of age, the only son of Mr. and Mrs. W. Townley, of
Kendal, and nephew of Mr. ten Townley, the very popular secretary
of the Kendal baud.

The number of handbell peals conducted by tho Rev. Makolm
Melville during 1941 was eight, not seven as stated in our summary.
AJl but one were rung at Swindon, and included in each was one or
more young ringers who have learut to ring during the last two vear®6.

On Jamwry 4-th, 1794, eight thousand changes of Grandsiro Major
were rung at St. John's, Deritend, Birmingham. Deritend bells came
from the Aldbourpe foundry, about which Mr. Frederick Sharpe and
others have lately told us.

Teu years earlier the Oldli&m ineu rang 14,430 Bob Major.

The College Youths rang 17.524 Stedmau Cinques at Oripplegate on
January 6th, 1851, beating 7,392 rung at Birmingham in 184%. The
(Hunherlands made two or tliree attempt*, to go one better, but with
out success, and the Gripplegato peal stood as the record until 1858.

Ou January 7th, 1767, tne first twelve-bell peal outside London (one
of Grandsirc Cinques) was rung at Cirencester by a visiting bana of
College Youths; and on the same date in 1846 what was claimed as
the tlrst peart of Kent Treble Bob Maximus in London was runs at
Southwark with John* Oox as conductor. It is doubtful if the claim
was a sound one*

Samuel Thurston, of Norwich, died 101 years ago to-day.

To-morrow is the 225th anniversary of the first ten-bell peal ever
rung. \t was Grandsire Caters by tho London Scholars at St. Bride’s,
Fleet Street.

Alfred W. Grimes died on January 5th, 1917, and Henry Johnson
died on January 7th,

Fifty years ago to-day six peals were rung; two were Bob Major,
three ttent Treble® Bob Major, and one Stedman Triples.

Ten years ago to-day 19 peals were rung. They were : Grandsiro
Triples 1, Caters 1; Stedman Triples 2, Caters 1; College Single Major
1, Double Norwich Major 4, Cambridge Surprise Major 2; Loudon 1,
Bristol 1, Superlative 1, Minor 2, and Doubles 2.

STYLE |IN RINGING.
AND SOME OTHEE MATTERS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—During the past few weeks there hive been severs™ things
of interest in *The Ringing World ' which | have enjoyed, but there
were some with which | do not agree.

The letter from ‘ Novice *is one. | myself can see no reason why a
6tylish handler should be a first-class striker. One of the prettiest
handlers | have seen was one of the worst strikers | ever heard.
But two other stylists | have had the pleasure of meeting who were
fine strikers wero what are referred to in the pamphlet issued bv
* C.C." as left handed (apparently because they do all their work with
the right hand). *

Does 6tyle have anything to do with striking really? Bill Pye's
best friend could not say he was a nice handler, yet his bell was
always in its place and I, for one, sometimes wondered why.

Now | shall upset some of my very good Hertfordshire friends. 1
see at a recent meeting a proposal was made that a composition of
Stedman Triples should be published in 4The Ringing World." Well
| am open to correction, but so far as | can remember the association
have never published compositions or peal references in their annual
report. If this is so surely this 6tate of jdfairs should be corrected
first..

This -is.not the ouly association which does not publish peal Re-
ferences, and this is a thing that the Central Council would do well
to look into, As many false composition™ must be rung time after
time in such oircumstances.

Now regarding the ‘ Anti-Silent’ business, this has had a good
innings, so | hope, maybe with other readers, that this subject has
reached its conclusion. ,

Amongst some of the things | should like to read in ‘ The Ringing
World ' is a history of J. W. Waslibrook’s ringing career. Of course.
I have read over and over again of a few of his wonderful per-
formances, but never a iull Story of this great all-rounder. Perhaps
no ringer had more mud slung at him than J.W., but this would
appear to have been because at times he relied on ringing for his
living. /

It is also a pity we could not t'ead more of Samuel Thurston,
because | feel that Mr. C. E. Borrett was somewhat unkind in his
remarks recently. After all some of Thurston's performances were
remarkable, especially the first of London at St. Andrew'6, where
the bell ropes tall in no order and the peal had the tenors parted.

I have read Mr. Trollope’s articles, but I still consider that ringing
as we know it to-day must have originated in-Norwich, or why were
they so much in advance of other ringers? In Norwich as a youngster
| was alwavs given to understand that much of the material con-
tained in the ‘Clavis’' was stolen from Norwich, and this would
appear to bear me out.

Well, | should like to apologise for writing so much, and will con-
clude bv wishing all mv ringing friends a happy 1942.

GEORGE H. CRO”S.

BarneliurBt, Kent.
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LOOKING BACKWARD.
DOWN THE CENTURIES.

.Nineteen hundred and forty-one lias not been so pleasant and
successful a year tliat any of us will regrot its passing. The best we
can say of it is that'it might have been' worse; it lias left us still
hope for the future, and England faces 19+2 With head ‘ bloody but
unbowed.” What has that year in store? We do not know.

I tell you naught for your comfort,
Yea, naught for your desire,

Save that the sky grows darker yet
And the sea rises higher.

It may ‘be so. Yet wo remember-that less than six mouths before
the last war was won the British army suffered the most resounding
roverse in its history. Perhaps—who can tell?—the picture so
eloquently painted by Froude may come true once more.. ‘ The glad
nows spread like, lightning aud the- pent-up hearts of the citizens
poured themselves out in a torrent of exultation. Atiove the human
cries the long silent church bells clashed into life, and all day metal
longues from tower aud steeple gave voico to England’'s gladnefe.’

That was nearly four hundred years ago, but the towers of our
town and village churches were not so unlike what they are now, and
most of them had bells. If we could go back to 1542 we should find
that the ringing Exercise was already born and that ringing was as
popular, nay. far more popular, than it is to-day. There was. not
much cause for national rejoicing in 1542; it was a time of changes
and confusion, and though we were not then actually at war, the
next year saw one of the many conflicts with Franoe. The churches
were just as they had been for many years, but the time was at hand
when they would be stripped bare of their fittings and ornaments,
only the bells being left. They were left because the people loved
the sound of them, and all who could were glad to take part in the
ringing. It is probable that every bell in London City's hundred
steeples oould have been rung at the same time.

THE BEGINNING OF THE ART.

Change ringing had not then been invented, but when we skip a
century and come to 1642 tho art was already beginning to spread,
aud the Exercise was beginning to take the form which, withl not
much modification, has lasted down to the present day. Already there
were societies for the better class ringers, and the College Youths had

I>een in existence for five years. They were experimenting with
‘cross peals’ and had already rung what was the earliest form of
Bob Doubles. &

Th~t too was a year of trouble. Civil war broke out between the
King anl the Parliament, and in the end Church and Throne went
down in oommon ruin.

But ths Exercise carried on without a break. Throughout |he land
the bells were still rung and still rung as a sport; the College Youths
were never more prosperous; and after the reign of the saints came
to an end there was that great development of the art associated with
tho names of Fabian Stedmen, Richard Duckworth and their peers.

One hundred years later the art and the Exercise were full grown.

Peal ringing was a normal thing in the life of the best bands, and
change ringing was spreading throughout the lend.
The year 1742 was not itself a particularly eventful one. The most

interesting, performance was the first peal of Double Norwich Court
Bob Major, which was rung at St. Michael's, Coslany, by the Norwich
Scholars on March ©th. Who the band were and who called it we do
not know, but probably the conductor was Edward Crane, who had
made a name in connection with Stedman Triples.

On the following day a peal of Richmond Triples was rung at
Richmond in Surrey. What the method was cannot be said, but
almost certainly it was some form of Plain. Bob or Grandsire Triples.

At Magdalen College, Oxford, on Easter Monday, the local men
started for a ten-thousand of Grandsire Caters, but after ringing over
7,000 changes in 4 hours and 25 minutes, John Vicars, the conductor.
made a mistake and called the bells round. Whether the peal was
true is perhaps doubtful.

A QUERIED PEAL.

So far as we know, two other peals were rupg in the provinces
during the year. One was at Coddenham in Suffolk, where Theodore
Eccleston had erected a peal of eight bells and formed a company of
rujgers. In November he got Andrew Held, a London man, to go
down and call a peal of Bob Major, himself ringing the tenor.

The other peal was one of Bob Triples at Wye in Kent, where there
"IS5 a good band who had already accomplished Grandsire Triples in
1736 and 1738.

In London the College Youths were having a quiet time. They did
not ring a single peal during the year. The Eastern Scholars "were
the active peal ringing company. In Janfctrv they scored Bob Major
at St. Stephen’s, .Coleman Street, and after a fortnight's interval the
Mime method at Christ Church, Southwark, both of which churches
and their bells have been destroyed in recent air raids. In February

the comDany rang the first peal of Double -Bob Major at St. Mar-
garet’'s, Westminster.

The peal at Coleman Street was reoorded in an unusual way. The
account was cVit into the lead of the church roof, and near it was
inscribed. *This is a lye as sure as the performers lived.” It may

have been merely a spiteful or idle remark by some irresponsible
person; or it may be an indication that in the opinion of some critics

(Continued in next column.l
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HANDBELL RINGING AT BOURNEMOUTH.
A BUSY CHRISTMAS.

On Sunday, December 21st, a party of the Bournemouth and district
handbell ringers went to St. James’, Poole, to join with the Boole
ringers in some change ringing and carol tunes in place of the usual
se.rmon at evensong. Messrs. Townsend, Young and Davis, with Mrs.
Marshallsay and Miss Check, took part in two " touches ' of Grandsirc
Triples, and the Davis family from Bournemouth—father, son and
daughter—rang seven carol tunes. Mr. F. J. Marsliallsay very kindly
conveyed the Bournemouth party to Poole aud -back.

Oll Sunday, December 23rd, a quarter-peal of Grandsire Doubles
(ten* callings) was rung by Mrs. Marshallsay 1-2, A. V. Davis (coii-
: duetor) 3-4, F. S. Wilson 5-6, in St. Pater’s, Bournemouth,

i  On Wednesday the Davis family rang oarol tunes and Christmas
bells after the service in St. Peter’s, Bournemouth, for the Messing of
the Christmas crib, and again on Christmas morning at the 10 o'clock
servi,oe..

i The ringers met at St. Peter’'s again on Suuday evening and raug
changes and carol tunes before evensong.

I On Tuesday, December 30th, a quarter-pnal of Grandsire Triples
was rung in St. Peter's Hall in 43 minutes by H. Mitchell 1-2, Mrs.
F. J. Marshallsay 3-4, A. V. Davis (conductor) 5-6, F. S. Wilson 7-8.
This quarter-peal was rung on the back eight of a fine, peal of ten
handbells belonging to Mr. Wilson and very kindly loaned to the
party for practice.

THE .COUNCIL S ACTIVITIES.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I should be glad if you would spare some space, for a
reply to the letter by ‘ A Member ' which appears in your issue of
December 26th.

I would point out to your correspondent that the criticisms made
by the Busney meeting were directed ai. the Central Council, not at
any individual member. Most readers *f ‘The Ringing World ' are
already fully aware of the efforts made by the secretary of the Central
Council to get the ban lifted. In the same way most riflgers could
name another member of the Central Council who is keeping ringing
circles alive in the Watford district, not to mention tile best part of

Middlesex. However, the funotions of the Central Council, | gather,
should not bo confmed to otte or two of its members.

RUSSELL G. SPEARS.

LOOKING BACKWARD.
(Continued from previous column.)

the peal"was not faultless. Philemon Mainwaring called the bobs,

and is it, we wonder, only a coincidence that vague doubts have been

thrown on three of the peals conducted by him—the fifteen thousand
at West Ham, the Treble Bob Royal at St. Sepulchre’'s, and this
peal at St. Stephen’s?

The other three peals by the Eastern Scholars during the year
w.ere called by John Sharpe, and they were all long peals—6,832 and
10,080 of Bob Major at Mortlake and 6,160 in the same method at
Gravesend.

William Doubleday Crofts was bom in 1742, and in the same year
John Reeves was a tiny infant, John Holt was 16 years old and

Benjamin Annable 39. It was a year of war, but nothing particular
happened in it.

In the year 1842 the College Youths rang no peal They were suffer-
ing from the changes which had followed on the disappearance of the
class of men who had formed the backbone of the company during
the eighteenth century and the revival associated with the names of
John Cox, Henry Haley, William Cooter and Matthew Wood had not
1yet begun.

PEALS IN THE PROVINCES.

1 In the provinces also there were the beginnings of a general
decline, though several good bands still existed. The Norwich
men had reached their prime and achieved all their most famous per-
formances save one. In 1842 they rang Kent Treble Bob Royal and
Stedman Caters at St. Andrew’s. Two years later they rang 7,126
Stedman Cinques at Mancroft and after that decline set in, slow end
imperceptible at first, but after a few years decisive. '

Birmingham had probably the most progressive band in the country,
for it was the time when the men there were striving for the first
peal of Stedman Triples with common .bobs and two singles only,
with John Lates and Thomas Thurstans as the chief rival composers.
Both had been trying to adapt Hudson's peal by cutting out some
of the many Doubles that are in it, and finally on August 8th, 1842.
Thomas Day called a variation of it in which the number was reduced
to two. It"was an important stage in the composition of the method
and the credit whis claimed by both Thurstans and Lates.

Sheffield, too, where William Hudson was conductor, had a good

baiid. During the year they rang both Grandsire and Stedman Caters.
At Liverpool the local men'rang 5,258 Grandsirs Cingques at St.
Nicholas’. On June 25tli the Painswick men rang 8,105 changes of

Stedman Caters, a longer length than had as yet been rung in the
method, but the composition was false; and so was the composition of
8.081 Grandsire Caters rung on the same day in the neighbouring town
of Stroud.

William Sbipwav, the author ef a celebrated text book on ringing,
died in 1842.



20

STEDMAN TRIPLES.
A PROBLEM IN COMPOSITION.

BY AN AVERAGE COMPOSER.

When the Editor asked me to write an account of the problems
raised by Mr. Slack’'s two-part peal of Sitedman Triples, | objected
that | knew very little about Sitedman Triples composition and was
unaiblo to give any expert opinions. ‘That's all right,* he said. ‘|1
am not asking for expert opinions, at least not from you. | want
you to put the matter broadly so the average reader may know some-
thing about the matter. If you make any slips, there will he plenty
of, people to put you right, and you need not sign your name if you
don’t want to.’

Very well, then. First let.*me say tliat | know nothing about Mr.

»Slack's peal except what lias been in ‘ The Ringing World.” | under-
stand it is in two equal parts, with 598 bobs and two singles. How
it is composed | have no idea. | do not intend, therefore, to say

anything about it, either in praise or to blame. | am going to discuss
the matter on general lines, and if anybody wishes to draw inferences
he can do so.

= | have never seen or heard the opinion expressed by any responsible
person that a peal of Sitedman Triples in two equal parts is an im-
possibility. The older composers, such as Bulwer, Heywood end
Davies, seem to have satisfied themse,\**s that it was not possible on
ortliodox lines, and beyond tliat they did not bother to- enquire. They
had ~ood reason for their opinions. On the twin-bob plan such a peal
definitely cannot be had; neither can it be had, | imagine, on the
odd'bob plan introduced by John Carter and developed by Mr. J. W.
Parker and Mr. A. J. Pitman. It is quite likely that this plan is
capable of further development, and it would be foolish to say dog-
matically that anytliing connected with it is impossible; but there is
no reason why a man cannot feel sure in his own mind”

The twin-bob plan produces the vast majority of the best peals in
the method; the odd-bob plan produces all the others (with only two
singles) that are any good for practical purposes; and since neither
will allow of a peal in two exactly equal parts, an ordinary person
may be permitted to hold the opinion that 110 such peal (really worth
calling a peal) is possible.

| say he may be permitted to hold tlia-t opinion, but he must not
expect that everyone elfce will agree with him. He will also, if he is
wise, remember that Stedman Triples is a most elusive method to
have to deal with. It is as slippery as an eel, and when you think
you have got it fixed it will find some bolt hole and turn round ana
grin at you. W. H. Thompson found that out, and where he failed,
lesser men need not be asliamed of failing too.

So far all peals with only two singles have been based on Hudson's
60 course ends. (There is an exception, of which presently.) Whether
these are the only course ends wiliicli, will serve the purpose nobody
knows. The thing is hardly capable of proof, though a really expert
composer could no doubt reach pretty sound conclusions.

So long as we keep to Hudson's course ends we can know pretty
well where we are, but in the wilderness outside them it seems as if
anything might happen. Sonie day perhaps a man, using a, new set
of course ends, will find a peal as good as Thurstans’ Four-Part. He
may; but no one has done so up to now. and no one looks like doing it.

Anyhow Hudson's 60 courses make a large number of first-class peals
possible, but'they all have marked features. One is that the only
singles possible affect the observation bell, and that, makes a peal in
two exactly similar parts impossible. 1 say *exactly * similar because
Thurstans’ composition is for all practical purposes in two similar and
equal parts. Only the parts are not joined together at the same
place, and one has ‘ extras ' where the other has ‘ omits.*

If we want to compose a two-part peal of Double Norwich or Bob
Major with two singles all we need do is to compose the first half of
it and see that it is true. We can then put. in a single and we get
the second half automatically without any fear of it. being false in
itself or false with the first half. The in-course half can never repeat
with the out-of-course half.

It is different in Stedman Triples. There the courses do not divide
into even and odd. Every course is-itself both even and odd, and
what matters is which way it is written out. The plain course 2314567
contains exactly the same rows as the course 5641237, and the rows
come in exacth' the same order except that one is the reverse of the
other.

This means that in a two-part compositieai wiEh two jingles the
second half must be considered not as similar *to the first half, but
as the exact reverse of the first half. This actually happens in
Thtirstans’ Four-Part and is easily seen when that is compared with
the one-part, which is the same thing rearranged..

All these things, and more, complicate the composition of Stedman
Triples and forbid us to do what we should like to do, and what very
often we can do in other methods. But though the citadel «f the
method is so carefully guarded and so hard to enter, there is a back
door through whioh, if we care to U6e it, we may dodge a good many
of the obstacles. Composers, from John Reeves onwards, have known
of this back door. They have never*liked it, and some would never
go near it; but a few did find a way through it into the citadel when
the front door was slammed in their faces. This back door is com-
posing with *B Blocks.’

(Continned in next column.)
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FIRST THINGS FIRST.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Is it not time to stop worrying abo,ut needless trifles?
Some have worried over tho Central Council and its officials and
others over the ban. No one likes it, least of all us who have rung 0l
Sundays since boyhood, but my personal opinion lias always been that
once the ban was put on it would not be lifted so long as the Germans
hold the coast line of the Continent.

One writer this week suggests we shall not be able to ring at the
Armistice because of the. ban. It is a long way from that, coast, line
to Germany and it will take time to drive them back there. Tins
time | am pleased to think our Colonies and Allies are determined to
finish the job properly. There will be plenty of time to lift the ban
wlion the danger of invasion is past. | believe he will attempt it
by air just to satisfy liis own people. If we are honest we must
admit that even if we were allowed to ring now not half the towers
could do so. There are no ringers available. Writers are also worry-
ing why the Central Council does not meet.-- If they did, would that
help the war effort? So far'as | can see, no. Ciur president and
secretary at present we do know are helping the. thing that really
matters, the war, and other members are doing their share.

We do know that our Exercise is safe, when we have won, but if
we lose it will be gone. Let 110 one tlrink the Hun would stand peals
being rung. For one thing, we should not have bells. He would put
all that metal to other purposes. 11l conclusion, do 'not be so down-
hearted about after the war ringing. It may not be so posh, but. it
will recover in time, and it ewill be a real treat to everyone if we
can only ring good rounds. A. H. PULLING.

The Gvanjmar School, Guildford.

THE SUGGESTED NATIONAL ASSOCIATION.
NO USE WAITING FOR OLDER MEMBERS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—With reference to the letter -by ‘ Looking Forward ' in
your issue of December 32tli, I am with him as regards the forming
of a National Association. | quite agree it is of nonuse waiting for
the older members of the Exercise to give a lead.

Bu» for the time being the men with the vision and the courage
that would be required to launch such an undertaking are engaged
in a far more serious matter.

Nevertheless, it would be very helpful if some of the older members
gave us their opinion on the matter.

The least that oould be done at present would be to keep the project
in mind until the time to launch it was more opportune.

If ever a National Association is formed, | respectfully suggest that
its leaders be ‘selected ' for their business abilities, and not because
of their ringing abilities only, or social standing, as appears to have
been the case in so many instances. T. HARRIS.

Sbirehampton, Bristol.

STEDMAN TRIPLES.

(Continued from previous column.)

A B Block in any method is-the round block formed by making
bobs at every lead-end, or in Stedman at every Six-end. These blocks
are for purposes of composition, the natural courses of the method,
and the means by which they are joined together are omits, not
bobs. A peal of Stedman Triples produced in this way is to a
fastidious taste not Stedman Triples at all, but Stedmau Doubles
with two bells dodging belu'nd. Every now and then one of the two
is taken away and another put in its place.

If anybody likes to call such stuff Stedman Triples there is no law
to prevent him, but we have tho experience of the. Exercise to’ show
that- 110 band will willingly ring it if what they want can be obtained
in any other way. It is remarkable what people will put up with
when there is nothing else to do. In 1788 the best of the London
ringers would not tolerate two bobs in Stedman Triples at following
Sixes. Their musical ears forbade it. But in 1803 Charles Barber called
Edward’s peal for the College Youths with 722 calls. No doubt the
band were proud of themselves when they had finished, but | don't
sup|])ose they wanted to ring it again.

When you arc composing by B Blocks you can first of all set down
the 5040 rows in 84 courses, and then your task is to join them all.
into one block by means of omits and singles. You will find that
tliefre are still many difficulties to overcome, but they won't strike
you as insurmountable providing you have patience enough; and some
things which seemed impossible with the orthodox plan of composition
seem quite possible with this.

A peal in two equal parts with two singles? Why not? First, of
all join four blocks together with a single. au‘omit, a single and an
omit. There is a basis for a peal. All you have to do is to join the
right JO blocks to the first two blocks. That's all, but you will find
you will want all your wits and perhaps somebody’s else too. When
you have done it you will be entitled to be proud of yourself, but it
is the sort of pride which belongs to the solving of a verr difficult
crossword puzzle. The doing it is the thing that matters. The result
is nothing. Ought we not to ring such a peal then? Good gracious,

no!
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THE UTILITARIANS.

A CRITIC AND ‘ANTI-SILENT.
To the Editor.
sh-,—1 haven’'t the time nor you the space for'me to follow ‘' Anti*
silent’ through all the labyrinthian arguments in his last letter;
neither would your readers have the patience to read such a long
reply. 1 shall, however, be glad if ~ou will kindly let me make one
or two comments upon his latest effusion—not with the idea of silencing
liis criticism. | wouldn’'t try to do that for worlds even if | could,

Lufc 1 couldn’t, for he is obviously one of those who, -like-Tennyson’s.

*Ibnx)k, goes on for ever.

When | ask 4Anti-Silent.! to devote some of his energy to getting
a move on in the association (if any) to which he gyres allegiance, he
replies by saying he owes his allegiance to the Exercise as a whole and
that. ‘ this is not an individual association question.*

If this is not an association question | ask in the name of all that's
righteous whose business is it? If, as ‘ Anti-Silent’ suggests, the
Central Council is no good for the purpose because it only pushes one
way (presumably not the way ' Anti-Silent-’ would have it go), who
is there left to do anything if the' associations don't do it? The
I'xercise, to which ‘ Anti-Silent’ owes allegiance, is inarticulate with-
out either the associations or the Central Council, and * Anti-Silent’
might as well go out and plough the sands of the Sahara as to expect
results

* Anti-Silent’ seems*to have a penchant for misrepresentation. He
goes to some length to make me look absurd over the lantern lectures,
bv quoting his own experience in bygone years when for the sake of
entertainment which it afforded the audience he gave 15 talks. He
conveniently ignores the circumstances to which | deliberately referred
when | asked, ‘ Does “ Anti-Silent” imagine that in a parish where

we have to face this °‘ utilitarian ramp and nonsense ” he or
anyone else would get even his nose into a lecture hall, let alone
give a lecture, as an introduction to a fight with the sword of the
spirit?” Not quite the same thing, sir, as the circumstances under
which * Anti-Silent’'s ' talks were given.

\n this connection, may | call vour readers’ attention to the fact
(hat this is not the first piece of misrepresentation on the part of
‘ Anti-Silent,” and | have not yet observed any kind of apology from
him for his misquotation of the article by the Rev. A. A. Liney, of
Brampton?

Just one other word. In answer to my challenge as to what ‘ Anti-
Silent’ is doing ,(again made in connection with his actions in this
campaign of his and not to his past peace-time activities) he refers
your readers to his letter of August 15th. Well, sir, | have referred
to that letter and | give him credit for.the fact that two years ago

lie made a house-to-house collection towards a bell fund *in a parish .

of 600 houses, out of which 391 gave.” Then, of course, we may add
liis many long letters to ‘' The Ringing World ' which must have taken
up a lot of his time. Next he tells you that he notices | do not tell
you what I am doing. Actually | was too modest, but | can't let the
challenge pass, so here | recount my many glorious deeds, beginning
with peace time, as ‘ Anti-Silent ' does, so that we can start all square.
Now, let me see. | have taught quite a lot of young people how to
ring; | have helped many of them through tlfteir first peal. ,1 have
acted, for a short time/as a district secretary, and | have served
for ten years as the general secretary of my association. | have also
given lectures on bells and bellringing. 1 once raised over £600 for
a bell restoration. There is ope other thitog | have done—but in my
modesty wild horses will not drag that from me. Bui wait a minute
—there is another admission I will make. 1 have, like * Anti-Silent,*
written letters to ‘ The Ringing World,” but happily for your readers
not ©t such length, although this one, T fear, threatens to be so.
“PLAIN HUNT.
This letter has been unavoidably held over for a time. The cor-
respondence may now cease.—The Editor, ' The Ringing World.’

THE ALDBOURNE FOUNDRY
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. F. Sharpe’s article in your last issue is very interest-
ing, but he omits to say that the Wells, both Robert and James, used
to make ‘' rumbiers’ on crotal bells, usually* used- for horses. | dis-
covered a lot when ‘ hiking ' across the Wiltshire Downs and calling
at farms.

Mr. Sharpe says that James.Wells sold out to Thomas Mears in
1876 Is this correct? | always understood it wis in 1815. Thomas
Mears made these ‘fumblers’ with the casts used by Robert, and
Tames Wells and bearing the latter’s initials. Would Mr. Sharpe
M1 us more about the Burford foundry of Thomas Bond? | am sure
"eany of your readers would be interested, seeing the interesting
d -tails mentioned bv Mr. F. Sharpe.

EDWARD J. THOMAS.

Elephant and Castle, Carmarthen.

A ROUND PEAL.—A*Round Peale is to ring’ the Bells what space
of time the Ringers please.—R. Holme, ‘ Armoury,” A.D. 1688.

ECKINOTON, DERBYSHIRE. — On Saturday, December 27th.
1260 Bob Royal in 45 minutes: ~Gordon Briggs 1-2, tG. Gordon
Graham (conductor) 3-4, *Roy Fox 5-6, *Norman Fox 7-8, tPercy J.
Jervis 9-10. * First quarter-peal. t First quarter-peal 'in hand.*
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NATIONAL GUILD OF POLICE RINGERS.
GOOD PROGRESS IN LEICESTER.

In these very difficult times meetings of the Police Guild are almost,
out of the question and it is very difficult to keep in touch with all
members. In view of this it was decided to send to each member at
the last known address a Christmas and New Year greeting card.
Particular difficulty is experienced with regard to the Metropolitan

Poiic * members on account- of the inter-divisional changes. Any
member of the Guild who did not receive the greeting is asked to
communicate with the hon. secretary, Inspector H. J. Poole, 150,

Narborough Road South, Leicester, to whom should be forwarded tho
member's present address.

Three or four months ago an effort was made to take advantage
of tlie ringing ban and the clapperless bells to teach some new'iingers
at Leicester Cathedral. About a“dozen members of the Leicester City
Police were <invited to try their luck and they soon made rapid
progress in the handling of a bell. As was to be expected on two
occasions a stay proved to be ineffective in stopping the long and
strong pull and had to be replaced, but this was considered not at all
bad in view of the number of persons taught and the hours spent at
teaching. Progress generally has been very satisfactory and the efforts
of the teachers well worth while. One learner has rung Stedman
Triples and several have rung the treble and tenor to Grandsire
Triples. As a result of this effort the Leicester City Police now have
14 members who are keenly interested in the art of ringing, and the
National Guild of Police Ringers will benefit accordingly.

The thanks of the police learners are due to Mr. Ernest Rawson
and Mrs. Poole, of the Cathedral band, for their weekly attendances
at practices in all weathers, not forgetting Jill Poole, who, in making
up the band, has made good progress herself. Thanks are also due
to Messrs. Ernest and Josiah Morris for their kind assistance at the
occaional morning practices for the ‘' night-duty ' men.

LEICESTER CATHEDRAL.
THE OLD YEAR AND THE NEW.

In spite of’ the handicap imposed by the Control of Noise Order,
the year 1541 was duly rung out and the New Year rung in by the
Leicester Cathedral ringers, and so the old English custom was not
allowed to lapse. The Order was not contravened. There were too
many policemen present. The ceremony was performed on handbells
and this was followed bv a visit to the belfry for ringing on the peal
of twelve, the clappers of which have been removed.

The assembly was arranged for 10.10 p.m. at the Cathedral Church
House. The entertainment included selections on the set of 37 hand-
bells, the handbell band being Miss Jill Poole, Harold J. Poole, Miss
F. A. Poole, Mrs. H. J. Poole, Harry Wayne and Arthur Moore.
Friend, Bromley duly acquainted the audience by song how Auntie
Fanny wa”*buried in aTiole, and with Messrs. F. A. Poole and D.
Robinson rendered the ‘ Policeman’s Night Out,” a mixed medley
showing the variety of a policeman’s lot at night. Carols were also
sung to the accompaniment of the accordion.

Refreshments were handed round by the gentlemen, who did their
‘Nippy' stuff quite well and to the apparent satisfaction of the
ladies.

Midnight was preceded by a course of Grandsire Caters on the hand-
bells by the following: Miss Jill Poole, Frederick E. Wilson, Ernest
Morris, Harold J. Poole and Josiah Morris.

The New Year was welcomed in by a ‘rise and fall ' on a specially
selected heavy peal of eight handbells and a dark man with a black
face, .who wished everyone present a very happy and prosperous New*
Year. A visit was then made to the belfry and a survey liere re-
vealed that 42 persons were presents Rounds were rung for the
learners and the ringing also included a touch of Stedman Caters and
courses of Grandsire Triples and Cambridge Surprise Major. Nine
learners were made members of the Midland Counties Association,
and as rounds were being rung each new member called out his name,
which ,was taken down by tile general hon. secretary of the association.
They were proposed and seconded and each duly footed the bill. This
resulted in quite a iush for the honour of being the first member
to pay ‘his subscription in the new year.

A return was made to the Cathedral Churcii House, where,
meantime, tables and chairs had been cleared.
fully represented, then enjoyed some dancing.

The proceedings concluded about 1.15 a.m. with the song, ‘ Should
Old Acquaintance be Forgot,’ everyone well satisfied that the New
Year had been signalled in in the best and old traditional style.

in the
The younger element,

WOODMANCOTE. -

There are only three bells in the steeple at Woodmancote and one
of them is cracked, but at a carol service on Sunday, December 21st,
for the first time in living memory, changes were rung in the church
from the cliancel steps. The ringing, which lasted for ten minutes,
consisted of courses of Grandsire Doubles, and the band was Hiss
Stella M. Wickens (aged 10 years) 1-2, Charles Tyler 3-4, Charle9 H.
Wickens 5-6. Mr. Tyler is tile grand old man of the Sussex County
Association.
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grandsire caters.
THE HISTORY OF THE METHOD.
By Edgar C. Shepherd.
tCouthiued from page 10.)

Squire Fortrey, of Kings Norton-by-Galby, had given
the' two trebles to St. Margaret’s, Leicester. He had an
interest in the Leicester Scholars and in the Society of
Sherwood Youths.in Nottingham, and the worthy* gentle-
man offered a peal of handbells to the society that rang the
first peal of 10,000. With recollection of their recent
6,012, the Leicester Scholars went to work enthusiastic-
ally to secure the prize. The following extract from John
Martin’'s MS. book tells the story in inimitable fashion: —

‘ It was agreed by the Leicester Change Ringers To Go
for a peal of Ten Thousand and Eighty Grandsire Cators
in ye Tittoms, which They Did Every Monday Morning',
and after a Tryal of several Times, They compleated
Their Desires. *Foure Times They Rung Eight Thou-
sand, and Once they Rung Nine Thousand* and then ye
Man that Run? the Third Missed his Salley, and ye jfeal
was. lost. Another Tryal Twook place on the 25th Day
.of February, 1776, and 5,000 changes Was Rung in the
Morning and In ye afternoon of ye same Day they Com-
pleated the Great peal of 10,080 Grandsire Cators in ye
Tittoms, in Seven hours and Twelve Minuets, the Next
Day the Society Met and Cheard Three of the Oldest
Members Through the principle Streets of the Town, and
%he inhabitants of ye town Made a Subscription and it Ris
to the Eight (i.e. height) of Thirty Three pounds and up-
wards, which Names are hear wrote under. Begin from
St. Margaret’'s Church.’

Then follow 22 columns of names and the amount each
gave. Contributions ranged from 2d. to a guinea, given
by ‘ Mr. Watts for Ale.” The collectors missed very
little (In the Combshop, 2s. 6d.), and their enthusiasm
was in no way abated by the next day, for we read: ‘-Re-
ceived the Next Dav of people thaf was not 6t home
2s. 2d.

The ringers were: William Ryder Treble, Benjamin
Warburton 2, Thomas Armstrong 3, Thomas Scott 4,
William Thacker 5, John Martin 6, Mark Graham 7,
Joseph Smith 8, William Bull 9, James Slack and Richard
Wright Tenor. The peal was composed by John Martin
and was conducted by William Bull.

In the following year the Society of Sherwood Youths
rang 10,260 at St. Mary’'s, Nottingham. This ancient
society, which had been estabjished in 1672 with the title
of the ‘ Northern Youths,” was now in a very strong posi-

tion under the able leadership of \Villiam Doubleday
Crofts. Crofts was a Nottingham attorney-at-law' and
was famed as a ringer and composer throughout England.
From 1761 until 1820 the society appears to have rung at
least twenty peals, including first peals on the bells at
Gainsborough, Llppingham (Rutland), Newark, Mans-
field, Grantham, Norton-by-Galby, Caythorpe and York
Minster.

Crofts, we art told, was physically a powerful man. In
the 10,260 at St. Mary's, Nottingham, when the ropes
were 30ft. tlonger than they are now, he rang the 9th
single-handed for the whole seven hours and twenty-two
minutes. The record of the peal is as follows :—

‘' On Tuesday, March 3rd, 1778, A Peal of 10,260
Grandsire Cators was rang by the following persons : Jno.
Smith Treble, Rd. Peat 2nd, Wm. Bradley 3rd, Sami.
Roe 4th, Jno. Mason 5th, Rd. Sharrah 6th, Jno. Fetti-
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place 7th, Frans. Draper 8th, Wm. D. Crofts 9th, Jas.
Coppock and Rd. Wilson Tenor. Conducted by Wm. D.
Crofts. Time, 7 Hours and 22 minutes.’

James Coppock \Vas great-grandfather to the late Mr.
Albert Coppock, who revived the Society of Sherwood
Youths in 1924. It is said that Squire Fortrey gave a set
of ‘cup ’ handbells £0 the Nottingham men and a set to
the Leicester men to commemorate the two notable peals.

In the opening decade of the 19th century two long
lengths of Grandsire Caters are recorded. In 1803,
10,336 changes were rung on the fine ring of ten at
Kingston-on-Thames. The tenor was rung" single-
handed. In L808 a peal of 10,097 was rung at Shrews-
bury with two men on the tenor. The latter peal was
rung on the back ten and” contrary to the usual prac-
tice, the record begins with- the 3rd bell. The tablet jn
St. Chad’s reads as follows:—

‘ This tablet was erected by the Union Society to re-
cord an excellent Peal of Grandsire Caters rung here on
Tuesday, April 5th, 1808, which if surpassed by future
Practitioners will stand as a memorial that their pre-
decessors' were not deficient in skill and Perseverance.
It contained 10,007 changes and was performed in 6
Hours and 50 Minutes {by) T. Spendlove 3rd, E.
Roberts 4th, G. Roberts 5th, S. Lee 6th, C. Bigg 7th,
R. Cross 8th, W. Bull 9th, R., Wilding 10th, T. Parker
11th, J. Parrett, T. Hill Tenor. Called by W. Bull.”

It would be interesting to know if the conductor,
William Bull,- was the former conductor of the Leicester
Scholars. There is no direct evidence, but Bull vanished
from Leicester records soon after the famous 10,080,
and here at Shrewsbury is an able conductor with the
same name, the same fondness for a heavy bell and the
same liking for long lengths.

On March 27th, 1815, the Society of Oxford Cumber-
land Youths rang 10,008 Grandsire Caters at New
College, and two years later Painswick set up a new
record which stood for many years. Since the 12,000
in 1737 no account appears of the activities of the Pains-
wick Youths, but dTter 1811 peals were rung at frequent

intervals. Among these, peals of Grandsire Caters were .
rung in 1811, 1814, 1815, followed by 10,273 in
1816. It means that this was beaten shortly afterwards

by the rival band at Bristol, but details of the perform-
ance are lacking. The Painswick men settled the mat-
ter, however, in 1817 by ringing 12,312 in seven hours
and forty-four minutes, and setting up a record that
remained unbroken until the peal at Appleton in 1888.
The composition of the Painswick peal is referred to as
Tittum Grandsire Caters,” not a very accurate descrip-
tion, for thd figures are J. Reeves’'s 6,660, augmented
to 12,312 in the manner shown in the ‘ Clavis.’ The
second half has 789 in the Plain Course position.

The tablet in the tower gives the following par-
ticulars :—

This Tablet Records the Greatest Achievement of
Change Ringing in England, *by ten men only, in that
Musical Composition of Tittum Grandsire Caters, com-
prising 12312 changes, Rung in this Steepie by Pains-
wick Youths being on the 5th day of May, 1817, which
was Nobly Performed in 7 hrs. 44 mts., and the Artists
were Statioped as- followsDanl. Gyde Treble. Gils
Mansfield Second. Geo. Harding Third. Wm. Est-
court Fourth. Jno. Tiuiley Fifth. Jas. Savorv Sixth.
Robt. Selwyn Seventh. Thos. Bethell Eighth. Thos.
Handy Ninth. Jno. Wood Tenor.
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NOTICES.

THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted
under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of i/6.

All communications should be sent to The Editorial
O ffice of ' The
Road, W oking,

Ringing W orid,” Lower Pyrford

Surrey.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.—The an-
nual meeting will be held at the Royal Hotel, Barnsley,
on Saturday, January 10th. Handbells available 2.30
p.m. Business meeting 3.30 p.m. Tea 4.30 p.m.j fol-
lowed by further handbell practice. A hearty welcome
awaits all.—D. Smith, Han. Sec., 28, Chapel Street,
Shafton, near Barnsley.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—Northern Division.—The
annual district meeting will be held at Booking on Sat-
urday, Jan. 10th, 1942. It is hooed all the members
who are able will make a special effort to attend. Six
‘“ silent.’ bells available, also handbell ringing. Service
and business meeting.— Hilda G. Snowden, Hon. Dis.
See*

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—A meet-
ing will be held at St. Giles’, Norwich, on Saturday,
January 10th. Bells (silent) 2.30. Service 3.45. Tea in
mSt. Giles’ Parish Hall, Cow Hill, 4.30, followed by busi-
ness meeting and handbells.—A. G. G. Thurlow, Gen.
Sec., 52, The Close, Norwich.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.—
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, January 17th,
at the Bell Foundry, Whitechapel Road, E.7, at 3 p.m.
The payment of Is. 8d. to enable those members who
have not attended the required number of meetings to
vote on matters of finance is now due.—A. B. Peck, Hon.
Sec., 1, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION. St.
Albans District.— A meeting will be held on Saturday,
Jan. 17th, in St. Peter’s Institute, Hatfield Road, St.
Albans. Handbells from 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m., followed
by business meeting. Will all members please endeavpur
to attend as important business must be discussed. —
H. J. Hazell, Dis. Sec.; 15, King's Hill Avenue, St.
Albans.

WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSO-
CIATION.—Northern Branch. — Quarterly meeting at
Halesowen (d.v.), Saturday, Jan. 17th', 3 p.m. Tower
bells available for silent practice. Tea, Central Cate,
0-15 p.m. Usual evening arrangements.—B. C. Ash*
ford, Sec., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Hinckley
District.— The annual district meeting, is being held at
>hc Heathcote Arms, Croft, on Jan. 17th, at 6 p.m.
Back entrance and bring your own ‘ eats.’ Handbells,
<tc., follow meeting. Silent tower bell ringing from
«t-T0. All welcome.—W. A. Wood, Dis. Sec.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY. The next
meeting will be held at Pudsey on Saturday, Jan. 24th.

G & F. COPE & CO.,

TOWER CLOCK

ESTIMATES submitted for new
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Handbells available from 3 p.m. in the Park Hotel.

Usual arrangements. — H. Lofthouse, Hon. Sec., 8,
Wortley Road, Leeds 12.
MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. — Burton

District.—The annual district meeting will be held at
St. John’s, Newhall, on \Saturday, Jan. 31st. Short
service 4 p.m. Tea at 4.30 p.m. Meeting to follow.

Handbells available after tea in Church Room. Im-
portant business. Good attendance requested. Every-
one welcome- — J- w- Cotton, Overseal, Burton-on-

Trent.
HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Meeting
at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey, Saturday, Jan.

31st. Handbells from 3 p.m., Tea and meeting 5 p.m.
All welcome. — H. G. Cashmore, 24, WMuriel Avenue,
Watford.

’

FOR SALE.

ARE YOU satisfied with your egg ration? Deprived
of one hobby—take up another! The art of poultry
keeping will prove itself"similarly fascinating to the art
of campanology. Why not commence right away?
Write, enclosing stamped addressed envelope for list of
breeds and hatching eggs supplied, to P. Amos, 2a,
Beverley Crescent, Northampton.

PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED. ,

The following photographs of cathedrals, minsters,
abbeys and churches are wanted to complete collection.
Cost of photographs and postage will be paid to any
ringer sending any of the following to D. G. CIift, 21,
Wathen Road, St. Andrews, Bristol 6.

’

CATHEDRALS.
Birmingham, St. Philip’s. Durham.
Chester. Leicester, St. Martin’s.
Exeter. Newcastle-on-Tyne.
Chichester. Carlisle.
Portsmouth. Southwark, St. Saviour's.
Manchester. Edinburgh, St. Mary’s.
Sheffield. Glasgow.
Bradford. Norwich.
Blackburn. Derby.
Ripon. Bury St. Edmunds.
St. Albans. Guildford.
Peterborough.
MINSTERS.
York. Beverley.
Wimbome.
ABBEYS.
Selby. Sherborne.
Bath. < Pershore.
Milton. Romsey.
Crowborough.
CHURCHES.

St. Michael’'s, Cornhill, London.
St. Bride's, Fleet Street, London.
St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields, London.
St. Botolph's, Bishopsgate,

St. Chad’'s. Shrewsbury.

St. Peter Mancroft, Norwich.
St. Mary-the-Great, Cambridge.
St. Hary-le-Bow, London.

London. Stroud, Gloucester.
St. Magnus’, London Bridge. Leighton Buzzard, Beds.
St. George's, Southwark. t Evnsham, Oson.

St. Mary’'6, Horsham, Sussex.

St. Mary’s. Rusper, Sussex.

Holy Trinity, Coleman’s Hatch,
Sussex.

St. Mary’s, Lewisham, Kent.

All Saints’, Isleworth, Middlesex.

St. Mary's, Madresfield,
Worcester.

Holy Trinity, Watermoor.
Oirenoester.

iSt, Marv-de-Oryj>t, Gloucester.
Horley, Surrey.

NOTTINGHAM
MANUFACTURERS.

chime additions,

dials.

repairs
of
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The Central Council Publications

TO BE "OBTAINED POST FREE
from the
Rev. E. S. POWELL, Staverton Vicarage, Daventry

COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF
BELLS
METHOD SHEETS.—Cambridge Surprise Major
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court
Bristol Surprise Major
HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION

COLLdE_QTI)ON OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New
mdition

[ Mol

ONNWN

The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.

* HOPE-SIGHT," li. 10d.; ninth edition; 1SO pages; treat* Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE," 2s. 10d. m second edition; 804 page*,
fire bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

"STANDARD METHODS, ninth edition, 2s. 10d.

‘STEDMAN, 2s. I0d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method
on 5 to Il bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

'TREBLE BOB,'-Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.

1SURPRISE METHODS. 2s. 10d. A*book by the late Rev. 0. D. P.
Dsries, M.A., F R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams, 126 pages.

oaouMndng on

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from

M iss MARGARET E, SNOWDON
Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulverston, Lancs

PUBLICATIONS-

4 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simpl

Explained, 9th thousand, 6£d. each, or Bs. 9d. dozen,
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.
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‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES'

NOTED FOR EASY NANOLINO AND NON STRETOMINC
Eat. 1820 TM. S400

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

o™ *1lyour Bell Ropea now, before prioea increase,
pre-war quality, and send ua your old Bell Ropea
for repaira whilst not in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING MATS AND BELL MUFFLERS

Suitable for Presentation or
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND SS&, In Solid Silw
D iameter 2lm. alia. 3Jin, tin. 4iin. oiu. Min
Price 1S/S 22/a 28/8 33/S 42/- B2/6 S7/S TSS

The 6in. size is also made to bold GD(Sgarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

y—r.E. RUSSELL and Optician

Telephone 276 W O KIN G

* BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,” 2nd

thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR, for those
about to begin more advanced methods. 7£d. each,

6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards,

Wonersh, Surrey.

THE RINGERS’® HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL.
Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling
ol a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grasdsire,
Stedmaa, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
PriceComplete edition, to | bells, doth, 120pp.,
(= copies for 15/-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper eorers,

1/2 (6 copies for 6 /-).

OMalnakls only peat Irss from Dev. E. S. POWELL,
Staverton Vloapatfs, near Daventry.

2/9
64pp.,

Bmldmgs

SMITH of DERBY

for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven

Makers of many famous clocks, in-
cluding St. Paul’'s Cathedral, | ondon,
and throughout the world.

John Smith & Bona, Midland Clock Worka.
Derby, Ltd.

Head Offloe and Worka, Queen St., Derby

Tsl. No. DERBY 4SSSS Grams. CLOCKS, DbRBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Guild-
Breamt

Ltd.,

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press,
Ltd.,

ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co.,
London, 1.0.4.
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HEAVIEST BELLS
Cast in England
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BRITISH EMPIRE

in
CANADA

S. AFRICA
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AN INTERESTING SUGGESTION.

Whatever opinions we may form about the practical .
value of the suggestions that have been made lately for
forming a National Association or for more activity on
the part of the Central Council we must recognise that
behind them lies a very real and very important idea.
It is that every effort should be made to maintain the
active life and interest of the 'Exercise so that when
peace comes, as come it may sooner than perhaps we
expect or even hope, we shall be ready to meet the
«difficulties and the duties which will then front us. At
the back of the minds of people is the fear that if we
let things take their course now without troubling about
them and merely hoping for the best, when the testing
time does come it will find us wanting.

There is much that is sound in these views. Yet we
must face facts. However desirable it may be for the
Central Council to try to carry on now as if there were
no war, it simply cannot be done. Members have not
the time nor opportunity to spare to attend a meeting,
and we all know and recognise that the first and over-
whelmingly important thing is to do what may be our
part in winning the war. Nevertheless, when that claim
is met most of us have a little to spare for other things.
It would not'be well if it were otherwise; for every-
one, and the nation as a whole, will keep to the highest
pitch of war effort if there is some other interest strong
enough to prevent staleness.

So far as ringers are concerned, we cannot imagine
anything which can so well or so easily give the neces-
sary relief as a continued and lively interest in the art
they love.

Yes, but unfortunately we are debarred from all
activity in the belfry, and to many that must seem the
end of the matter.’ But need it? There are scores of
things connected with bells and ringing that a man may
interest himself in even when he is by himself at home
after his day’s work is done. And if he does he will be
doing himself good, for he will obtain relief from strain
and boredom; and he will be doing others good
too, because when the time comes that England will call
ior her bells to be rung he will be ready to answer the
call.

In our columns this week we print a letter from a
valued correspondent who suggests that”“ve should try
and arrange for an exchange of ideas and opinions
among ringers and that it should take the form of a
series of debates carried out, not at a meeting, but in
our pages. The idea is an attractive one. Nothing

more stimulates a man’s interest than the attempt to
(Continued on page 26.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.

'ESTABLISHED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOffER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS

Mailers of many of the largest and most Important Cloc&s
In tire World.

CLOCKS REPAIRED AND DIALS RESTORED"

THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS;

Bankfield Terrace, Burley, Leeds.
And at 9, Adelphl Chambers, Shakespeare St.,
Newoastle-on-Tyne,
and 96, Carver Street, Moorhead, Sheffield.

THE RINGER’'S BADGE,

ASupplied as Stud lor Buttonhole,
Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved
—as lllustration,
oct. HALL MARKED GOLD 45/*
HALL MARKED SILVER 716
GILT OR WHITE METAL 4/-

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can
be engraved on the reverse side at a
small extra charge.

GEQ. STACEY,

6, PARK ST., MINEHEAO, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING

The Newest and Most Interesting
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in
*METHOD SPLICING, price 1/3 (post free)
from «The kinging World ’ Office,
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL,

Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope
Manufacturer,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’. Cathedral, Wertmin.ter Abbey,

tute, Canterbury. Edinburgh. St. Alban., Lincoln, Durham. Peter-

borough. Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick'.,
Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedral., etc., etc.

Imperial Insti-

Muflers, Ringing Mats, Matting. Flag Lines, etc., etc.
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explain his views and opinions to others. Nothing is
better for a mai’'s'outlook than to hear and study the
views and opinions of others. When all is said and
done that is the value of the Central Council itself,,
There are plenty of subjects that ringers could discuss
and nothing but good could come out of such discussion.

We do not profess to have formed any definite
opinion on the matter. There are obvious and serious
difficulties to contend with; but, at any rate, there are
great possibilities in the suggestion, and we invite our
readers to tell us what they think and say if they would
be prepared to co-operate.

OUR SILENT BELLS
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Your correspondent *Robert Triples ' asks what is going
to happen when the armistice is signed to end the war, end he then
proceeds to give an answer. Ringers, he says, will lay down their
tools and rusn to the belfries, but when all is ready the parson and
tho policeman will enter and forbid them because the ban is not yet
lifted. Something, he says, should be done now.

I fully agree and have already planned my own course cf action.
The war is over and we have got together what is left of the band
in the belfry, raised the bells, and are preparing to ring a touch of
Grandsire Triples. Enter the authorities of Church ana State with
a peremptory order to stop. What shall | do?

This. After having assumed a firm but'graceful attitude in the
middle of the belfry, | shall raise my right arm with a dignified
motion, and, having spread my four fingers as widely apart as i6
physically possible, | snail place my thumb on the. tip of. my nose
and direct the little or smallest finger towards whichever of the visitors
as shall appear to be the greatest in status and honour, whether it
be the Bishop of London, the Chief Commissioner of Police, the Mayor
of Ealing or the Vicar of the parish. If the occasion seems to call
for it | shall reinforce the action of my right hand with that of my
left. \Y !

Having performed this ancient and solemn ritual, | shall courteously
invite tha strangers to take a seat and thereafter carry on with the

TNiis"seems to meet the case adequately. J. A T.

HANDBELLS.

IS THIS THE OLDEST SETP
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—1 think that Mr. Sanger and your readers will be in-
terested to knoTy of a very old peal of handbells that | saw about-
eleven years ago. TTie owner of these bells, not being a ringer, aroused
ray interest when he described them to me, and it was arranged that
I should go and see them. The bells are a peal of twelve by R. Cor,
of Aldbourne. tin the inside of the soundbow is a raised outline of
what looks like a duck, and the name R. Cor. They have leather
straps and the clapper springs are very long, the clappers being of
iron with long slender flights.

Writing from memory, the size of the tenor would compare witil
our present-day No. 16 or 17. The tone of the bells was quite good,
considering that they appeared not to have been tuned, and they
were thicker than present-day bells and of good shape. \

At that time | wrote to Mr. A. A. Hughes, of- the Whitechapel
Foundry, and exDlained them to him. He kindly sent mo a short
historv'of the Aldbournc foundry, which | enclose.

S. G. CHAPLIN.

Birmingham. -

The information given by Mr. Hughes was as follows: There is ng
doubt the handbells were made at Aidbourne, WIlts, where a beli
foundry existed from 1649 to 1825.

From 1696 to 1750 it was in the hands of the .family of Cor (William.
Robert. Oliver and John successively). The foundry then passed to
Edward Read until 1757, when it was taken over by Robert Wells, in
whose family it remained until 1825. when it was taken over by us.

As your bells bear the name Cor they must be over 180 years old.
They are, therefore, the oldest set of handbells of which | have heard.

BHLL ROPFS

MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX.
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT
CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL
Cheap Quotations. Established 1SO years. 'Phone 203

DAVID MAXON. Rope works, cr*ntham
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HANDBELL PEALS. A PROBLEM IN STEDMAN TRIPLES.
SEDGEBERROW, WORCESTERSHIRE. Dear Sir,—I have read tr-:: I(ter':ferEd;tr?cri comments on my two-part
ir— v s s y two-
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION. peal of Stedman Triples which have appeared in *The Ringing World ’
(Southern B ranch) with some interest and (dare | add) amusement.
On Monday, January 5, 1942, in rwo Hours and Thirty-Eight Minutes, With many of your statements | am in complete agreement. As a
Al AdbY'S. Chbltbnh»m Road musical production the peal is a vile one. As a well-balanced com-
! ! position it is foul. As a oolleotion of Q-sets it is an abomination
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5152 CHANGES; before ths face of Mr. Trollope. As an easy example in ‘ conducting
Tenor size 18 in G. ' in six easy lessons * it would be a hopeless failure. But it it an exact
Thomas Harris ..o 1-2 1 loseph D. Johnson ... 5.6 two-part peal of Stedman Triplet with only two singlet. And it was
Geoff I H . 3-4 i Acbrby W. L lovd 5.8 the first to be obtained with those properties.
eoffrey J. Hemming ... JACbroy W. Liloyd e Of course, such a peal was impossible, or so Heywood and Bulwer
Composed and Conducted by Jospph D Johnson. supposed, and this was, | believe, confirmed by Mr. Trollope, so that

is perhaps the reason why it has such blots on its eacutcneon. The
existence of such a collection of rows might fulfil all the usual re-
quirements of continuity, etc., but it seems that ita essential bastardy

Arranged for Mr. T. Harris, now of Bristol, and rung as the branch
quarterly peal.

9ITTINOBOURNE, KENT. remains One can almost hear of ‘Six bob sets—pood heavens, do
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. such things exist? Oh, yes, didn't a man Edwards, Noonan or was it
On Monday, January 5. 1942. in Two Hours aniTwenty Minutes, Tebbs use some such thing before the days of Board School education

or perhaps it is merely a little more of the usual tradition which a

At 35, Wood'Tock Road, little historical research will dispel.

A PEAL OF GRANDB8I1RE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES; One section of your remarks, however, | entirely fail to understand.

Parker's Twelve-part. Tenor size 15 in D flat. 111 your leading article you say that ‘ the so-called courses are not

: 9 . _ oourses at all, nor are the apparent course-ends really course-ends.

Gt.Jorgk H.. Spick 12!‘IJohn E. Spick  evveeeieeeeens 5-6 We cannot imagine anyone dividing the peal like this if they wanted

Bitty SpiesS .. 3-4j"Mrs. G. H. Sp cb e T8 40 oall it, nor can we imagine anyone writing the peal out like this
Conducted John E. Spice, «if they want to understand its composition.’

*  First attempt for a peal ‘in hand. This is believed tc be the _ This, sir, is double Dutch to me, as in the composition as submitted
first peal in which father, mother, son and daughter have taken part. t0 you by me there were no courses indicated, nor were any course-
ends marked. The arrangement adopted was to give the six-ends of

BOURNEMOUTH. the first half-peal. This was done for two reasons :—

THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD. (1) 1t was the form in which the peal was first obtained. (I expect,

i f that some people would have done it in a better manner and could
On Tuesday, January 6, 1942, in two Hours and Ien Minutes, probably tell how it should have been done—now!) However, as it

InSt. Peter's Hah. was put together in the course of an hour or two one Sunday after-
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES; noon after ‘ The Cross:eyed Yokel ' or some other such anonymous
Being 40 six-scores in ten different callings and one Morris’ 240. peiftleman had stated in your previous issue that such a peal was
Tenor size 11 in G impossible of attainment, | cannot be held responsible for its lack

: . of form.
Mrs. F. John Marshall§ay 1-? JArthur V. Davis....cccceeeeenne 3-4 (2) As it was not on any of the usual plans with the seventh a
Francis S. Wilson .. 3-6 fixed bell, the most convenient form for independent proof Was to
Conducted by Arthur V. Davis. give it by six ends, and whilst | personally was certain of its truth,
inasmuch as it was proved first and composed afterwards, | did

First peal of Doubles ‘in hand’ by all. Rung Oll the Feast of the
Epiphany in thanksgiving for a beautiful Christmas festival at St.
Peter’'s Church, Bournemouth.

not expect other people merely to take my word for it.
One other point remains. If you desire a simple explanation of the
way in which the peal was obtained, and.it is on an exceedingly

BARNEHURST, KENT. simple plan, | should be quite pleased to provide it if I could Be

THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. furnished with a copy of the figures of the peal in the form I sub-
On Ftiday, January 9, 1942, in Two Hours and Twenty-Four Minutes, mitted them to you, as | myself have no copy. G. W. SLACK
At 9, Brverlby Road, Mill Lane, Winterslow, Wilts. ’ ’ ’

A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5040 CHANGES) [The form of Dr. Slack’'s peal which we criticised was that sent by

the conductor and which the Hertfordshire resolutions asked to be

Tenor size 15 in C. s ! Lo
printed.—Editor, ‘ The Ringing World.’]

Harry Hovbrd ..ceiienee 1-2 1John E. Spice i e .. 5B
William L. B. Leese ... 3.4 |Edwin Barnett....... 7-8
Composed by H. J. Howlibtt. Conducted by J. E. Spice. . PUBLICATION IN ASSOCIATION REPORTZ
Dear Sir,—I am sorry to trouble you for space again, but the
HAVERCROFT, WAKEFIELD; YORKSHIRE}. remarks of our friends, Messrs. Cross and Pulling, call for some

comment and | would like to assure them both that the fact that the

THE YORKSHIRE_ A_SSOCIA‘_I’ION. Hertford County Association do not publish compositions has caused

(B\rnsiby and District Society.) concern in this district on more than one occasion. At the same time

On Friday, January 9. 1942, in Two Hours and Ten Minutes, / I would inform the two gentlemen that we in this district have very

At 36 Briar Lanp, Iit%lﬁeirr;flpsen%%ir; g;e oarf:Oi)ig'tri\OtnoﬁffaiLS:.ch the ringers of this district
is, wever, i whi i i istri

A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5088 CHANCES; are agreed, and that is that more false peals have been rung owing

Daniil Smith 1-2 I Peter Woodward 5-6 to the fact that the compositions have appeared in the various associa-
Harold Chant .. 3.4 |Raymond Ford ;-8 tions’ reports than in ‘ The Ringing World’ .

Composed and Conducted by H-.eOLn Chant. . The article on $tedman Triples by ‘An Average Compos!sr,' appearing

. . in your current issue, has not, | suppose, made much impression on

Specially arranged and rung as a compliment to the parents of your readers. People may state their views, but an anonymous writer

Dan ' Smith—Mr. and Mrs. H. Smith—who celebrated their \yho ridicules a performance either theoretical or practical of others

golden wedding on the above date at Ruardean, Glos. is not calculated to command respect.
BIRMINGHAM. EDWIN JENNINGS.
THE ST. MARTIN'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF Bushev *

BIRMINGHAM.
On Saturday, January 10, 1942, in Two Hours and Fifty-Eight Minutes,

At the Tsmwo°th A°ms, Mo-'R Strrrt. City,

JAMES W. WASHBROOK
To the Editor.

A PEAL OF STEDMAN CINQUES, 5007 CHANGES: Dear Sir,—I was very p.leased to see the suggestion of Mr. G. H.

. . Cross in last week’s ‘ Rinsing World." | fee!l sure that some interest-

_ Tenor size 19 in A. ing events in the careers of men like J. W. Washbrook and other

Frank E.Pbrvin...... o x2 Frank E. Haynbs .. 7-8 [Hants of the past 50 years would be welcomed and much appreciated
Frank w .P.rrins Georgb F. Swann 9-10 by ringers generally.” The records and doings of the men of 100
Albert W alker ... _ j.0  +Gborgr E Fearn 11-22 years ago and unwards are not entirely uninteresting, but are .less
Composed by John Cartb*. Conducted by Alfkrt Walker. interesting than the experiences of many we knew in the flesh. Trust-

ing vou may be able to carry this suggestion through.
Referee— Mr. Bernard W. Ashford, GEORGE R. NEWTON.
peal on 12 handbells. 57, Ampthill Road, Liverpool 17.
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THE BELLS OF TWICKENHAM.
A NOTED MIDDLESEX STEEPLE.

The medieval tower of St. Mary’s, Twickenham, con-
tains a ring of eight bells which are very interesting
both archfeologically and from the part they played in
the early history of change ringing.

The sixth is a pre-Reforrfiation bell, one of the oldest
in Middlesex and dates from the early days of the six-
teenth century. It was cast by John Saunders, of
Reading, who was probably then the leading bell founder
in the country. The times were troublous and many
changes were being made in Church and State which
were strongly opposed by many men. Among them
was John Saunders; he did not keep his-opinions to
himself, and as the following from the Acts of the Privy
Council shows, got into serious trouble.

‘ Greenwich, the xxvij of May 1553. A lettre to the
Mayour of Reading, Thomas Vachell, and William
Edmondes, to cause on John Saunders of that towne to
be set in the Pillorie the next market day, with a papeijj
on his bed conteyning in great lettres these wordes—
“ For Lewde and Sediscious Woordes touching the
Kinges Majestie and the State” ; and when he hath
stode there the hole market tyme to cause both his ears
to be cut off, and his body to be returned to prison untill
the Kinges Majesties further pleasure shalbe signified
unto them.’ 9

That w'as not the end of Saunders’ punishment; his
fellow townsmen took a hand. For the above offence
" and for other seditious, lewd and slanderous words by
hym at sundry tymes after that spoken to the great
perturbance and disquiet of his honest neighbours, hit
was therefore thought bv the Mayor and Burgesses, with
one assent and consent, for causes aforesaid, the said
day and vyere, have expelled, discharged & clearly
avoided the said Saunders from the said hall & company
for ever.’

They were evil days in King Edward's time for poor
John Saundetfs. He was getting to be an old man, the
things he valued in religion were being swept away, and
his work as a bell founder had come to an end. What
happened to him | do not know., but there still remain
a number of bells to bear witness to his craftsmanship,
and among them this at Twickenham.

One of the things about which Saunders had uttered.
‘ lewde and sediscious woordes ' was no doubt the pro-
posal made by the Government to confiscate the bells
of the parish churches. In 1551 inventories had been
made of all the church goods and ornaments throughout
the country. That relating to Twickenham has not
survived and we cannot say how many bells were in the
steeple then. Edward lIronsides, who wrote towards the
end of the eighthteenth century, judged that the frame
then in the to\tfer had been built for fivel bells and had
afterwards been altered to take the completed octave,
from which he assumed that originally there was a ring
of five. Evidently it was so just before 1669, and in
that year William Eldridge added a treble.

Change ringing was already very popular in the
parish, and that was the reason why in 1695 two more
bells were added to complete the octave. At the same
time one of the other bells, ‘ lately given by Madame
Layton,” was recast. In 1708 Richard Phelps renewed
the tenor, in 1722 the seventh and in T730 the fourth.
The first and last of these had been recast in 1660 * at
the publick charge.*
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Twickenham is on the way from London to Hampton
Court, and the church stood then open to the high road,
not, as now, shut off by high buildings. So at the not
infrequent passings to and fro of royal persons there
was ringing of the bells. When King James went by
in 1606 with the King of Denmark the ringers were paid
eightpence for their services. Nineteen years later,
when Charles the First and his Queen went to Hampton
Court, the fee was two shillings and sixpence.

In 1647, under very different circumstances, Charles
came by again. It was harvest time, the ringers were
all at work in the fields, and the bells were not rung;
for which neglect the parish was fined thirteen shillings
and sixpence.

There is a somewhat pathetic interest in this entry in
the parish accounts. The civil war was over. Charles
had surrendered to the Scots™and by them had been sold
to the English Parliament, who hardly knew what to do
with him. The King was moved from place to place,
and in August, 1647, he came to Hampton Court. Then
for a short time it looked as if he was going to be treated
with his old royal dignity. Nobles and courtiers at-
tended him, the proscribed Church service was said to
the palace chapel, and the Parliamentary Commissioners
who had charge of his person kept discreetly in the
background. But they were there, and he had to ask
their permission when he went to visit his two youngest
children at Sion House, Isleworth. It was then mthat
Twickenham parish was fined for not ringing. Perhaps
the plea of harvest was only an excuse, and the church-
wardens, who at the time doubtless belonged to the
Puritan party, did not think it worth while to bother
about a king, fallen and a prisoner.

Soon afterwards Charles fell into the hands of Oliver
Cromwell and the army, and there followed the events
which led *to the 1 memorable seene ' on that bleak
January morning outside the Banqueting Hall, Whitehall.

Twickenham bells were rung in 1647 on the anniver-
sary of the Coronation, as were those of St. Margaret’s,
Westminster, and many a steeple throughout the land;
bilt many years w'ere to pass by before church bells were
again rung for royalty, and this incident is, | think, the
very last on which a parish was fined for neglecting to
pay the tribute.

Ringing as a sport was, as | have already said, very
popular in Twickenham. So much so that to some of
the parishioners it became a nuisance. They appear to
have obtained legal advice on the matter, and on Septem-
ber 20th, 1674, it was ordered that the bells were not
to be rung ‘ but according to a declaration under My

Lord Chief Justice’s hand how they may be legally
ringed.’
The sport, howeVer, went on and when Dr. John

Hartcliff was rector he had to complain seriously of it.
The ringers were practising at all times and in defiance
of his and the churchwardens’ regulations. So the mat-
ter was brought before the Vestry, and on Sunday after-
noon, May 13th, 1711, due notice having BeA given at
the morning service, the following resolution was
passed:—

‘ Whereas the late continual ringing of bells at un-
reasonable hours was represented as a very gr~at dis-
turbance to Dr. Hartcliff in his study, and whereas
several disorderly persons did lately in a very insolent
manner and contrary to the order of the said Dr. Hart-
cliff and the present churchwardens, with the help of a
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ladder break into the steeple of the church and ring the
bells to the intent and purpose to disturb and provoke
the said Dr. Hartcliff, it is therefore ordered by this
Vestry that for the future during- the said doctor’s
residence in the parish there be no more ringing of bells
for recreation (unless upon some solemn occasion) but
two nights a week, viz., Thursdays and Mondays, and
rpt to exceed the hour of nine.’

. These terms are certainly not very severe,, for nine
o’clock was then a much later hour than it is now. We
can sympathise with the doctor. His house was quite
close to the church; evidently he Had no objection to
ringing kept within reasonable limits; and his name is
cast on the tenor bell.

He was almost the last rector of the old medieval
church, for a year after his death there is a short but
significant notice that twenty trustees were appointed to
consider the rebuilding of the church, ‘ it having fallen
down in the night of Thursday, April 9th, 1713.” The
present church of brigk is of its style a very fine build-
ing. The ancient tower still remains. -

By the second quarter of the eighteenth century
Twickenham possessed one of the best bands of change
ringers in the country. They called themselves the
Twickenham Scholars and many of them belonged to
the Societyl of College-Youths. In 1734 they rang a
peal of Middlesex Triples, a not very good variation of
Plain Bob Triples by Benjamin Annable, and some time
later one of the earliest Bob and Single peals of Grand-
sire Triples,-which they called Royal Tripples. In 1749
thev rang 6,000 changes of Bob Major.

The band was composed of good class men, small
gentlemen and farmers, of whom Robert Holmes and
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Henry Cowley may be taken as typical. Holmes, who
rang in Annable's last peal, was at one time church-
warden. Edward Ironsides (who was a contemporary)
refers to him as a freeholder of Twickenham Common,
not an ‘ esquire ' or a ‘gentleman, and therefore a
yeoman farmer. Afterwards he moved to the neigh-
bouring parish of Richmond, but Ajhen he died in 1797,
he was brought back and buried under the shadow' of
Twickenham steeple, where his tombstone still is. He
had been a member of the Society of College Youths
since 1750, and had taken part iA three or four peals
with them.

Henry Cowley was one of the subscribers to John
Holt's broadsheet of peals, and Enos Redknap, another
of the band, belonged to a family wEll known in the dis-
trict. The name can be seen on several tombstones in
the churchyard and representatives of the family are
still living in the town.

There was a good company at Twickenham through-
out the eighteenth century and well into the nineteenth.
They rang several peals on the bells, and visiting bands
of the College Youths rang one or two others.

The bells are now rung from the ground floor, but
formerly either from the chamber immediately beneath
the bells, or from a floor which has since been taken
away. In consequence the peal boards were removed
from the walls and hidden in the space between the ceil-
ing and the rodf of the church. Fortunately, three or
four have been recovered and replaced on the walls of
the belfry.

The present Vicar of Twickenham, the Rev. Pre-
bendary W. P. Cole Sheane, is the President of the
Middlesex County Association. -

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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BELFRY GOSSIP.

The Editor wishes to thank all those friends who have made kind
enquiries about him in his present illness. Although still confined to
bed, he is progressing satisfactorily.

We should like to remind correspondents that though their letteis

may, if they so desire, appe-ar anonymously, they cannot be printed
I H E unless tho writer’'s name and address are”sent to the”~Editor with the
oopy.

A previous attempt for the peal of Stedman Cinques at Birmingham

was made on November 27th in St. Martin's belfry, when after
W H I T E C H A P E L 34 courses had been rung the tower lights wer$ switched off in the
church below and the ringers left in complete darkness, due to the
tower window lights being blacked out.
The handbells used are a new peal of 12 by Mears and Stainbank,
B E L L F O U N D R Y and this is the second peal on them, 1 Stedman Caters and 1 Cinque?.
They were a present to Mr. George E. Feorn from his wife.
On January 11th, 1911, the College Youths, with Mr. Henry R.
Newton at the tenor, rang 5,088 changes of London Surprise Major on
the back eight at St. Mary-le-Bow, Cheapside.
The Norwich men rang 6,048 Imperial the Third Major at St.
ESTABLISHED 1570 ' Michael's, Cosianv, on January 13th, 1772, and on the same date in
1903 the Birmingham men rang the first peal of Forward Maximus.
Fifty years ago to-day five peals were rung—Grandsire Minor 1,
Triples 2, Stedman Triples 1, and Dariaston Bob Triples 1.
Ten years ago 27 peals were rung—Grandsire Triples 1, Siedmau
Triples 1, Bob Maior 4, Kent Treble Bob Major 2, Oxford Treble
Bob Major 2, Double Norwich Court Bob Major 2, Cambridge Surpriao.
Major 1, Superlative 1, London 1, Stedman Caters 1, Bob Maximus },*

Cambridge Surprise Maximus 1, Minor 4, and Doubles 5.
One of the Bob Major was An handbells, the Bob Maximus was the
first in the method on Halifax bells, and the Cambridge Maximus at

Southwark was conducted by Mrs. Fletcher.

RINGERS' »NGAGEMENT.
The announcement is made of the engagement of Mr. Edwin A.
Barnett, of Crayford and now of the R.A.F., and Miss Olive Hairs,

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hairs, of Burgess Hill. The young
couple both come of families greatly distinguished in'ringing circles.
AT Tge marriage will take place shortly at St. John's, Burgess'Hill.

DEATH OF MR. EDWARD MURRELL.
34 WH ITEC HAPEL ROAD We much regret to announce the death of Mr. Edward Murrell, a
] well-known member of the band of $t. Lawrence Jewry and of the
Society of College Youths.

LON DON Mr. Murrell, who was suffering from a long-standing oomplaint, had
been removed to hospital on tlie Sunday after Christmas. He had
been a sergeant-major in the Grenadier Guards and was one of the
Expeditionary Force in the last war, the Old Contemptibles. He lost

E I ~NJog in the retreat from Mons and was awarded the Distinguished
. Conduct Medal.

» It will be remembered that he took a leading part in the discussion

on silent apparatuses in our columns a few months ago and gave

T6|eph0ne BIShOpSgate 2599 descriptions of a system he had been responsible for installing at St.

Lawrence'Jewry. He also wrote the article on New Year's Eve which
we published on December 26th last.

CHRISTMAS BELLS AT CORSTON.
BY THE RECTOR, THE REV. J. W. TUNWELL.
* We shall miss the bells on Christmas Day. Couldn’t we ring hand-
- bells in the tower? Well, we could, but | doubt if we could get a
Founde rs Of the neW rln barid together for practice;, however, we can try.*
g The trial was unsuccessful, but Mr. Arthur Prince heard aboat it.
and if bells were desired to speak the Christmas message, bells there

hould be.
Of twelve for ® Io—iue gaihered the bells together, prepared them for action, and,

- having satisfied himself that they were in tune with the organ,
leer OOI Cathed ral enquired the time of the first, service on Christmas Day.
p A four-mile ride on a bicycle at seven o’clock in the morning brought
Arthur prince to the churoh before the first worshippers had arrived,
and we whose hearts were uplifted by the mystical music of the bells
Tenor 82 CWt_ wish to record our gratitude and express our appreciation for his
generous and devoted service.

Under a clear starry sky, in the clean crisp air the stained glass
windows glowed rather alarmingly, but inside the church four candles
had transformed the scene into a wonderland of shadows, where the
evergreens and flowers shone with the undimmed%lory of their own
light. We appreciated this last year, but when the eyes were aocus
tomed to the light there seemed something lacking.

This year we found it. Hardly perceptible at first, it seemed a

HANDBELLS, BELL ROPES, pulsing,” like the first stirrings of life, a moment of tense listening
and then the music swayed amongst .us, rippling and ringing, rising
M UFFLES and falling, silver music that seemed to come from the stars. The
»” bells sank to rest as the service started and spoke again during the
offertory. LoVr they jenned with the hymns, and so we had what,
EtC,. I many bad not known beTore, the organ and the voices and the bells,

and as so many have said, *It wa6 beautiful.’

It seemed rather hard to me that one man should be *on duty ' for
three services on end witliout relief and without reward, and so the
best tribute | can pay to campanology is to say that when 1 said
good-bye. Arthur Prince was happy and we were'uplifted.

* /
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A ‘RINGERS COUNCIL.
MEETING IN * THE RINGING WORLD"’
Correspondent’s Novel Suggestion.

Here is a suggestion from a correspondent which we

warmly commend to the consideration of our readers.

It opens a field for discussion which should provide
both entertainment and profit.

We would willingly place our columns at the disposal
of such a scheme because we believe it would lead to a
new form of interest during these days when our church
I>clls remain silent.

We would like to emphasise the point made by our

' correspondent that the success of the discussions must
rest upon the ringers themselves, who must make their
contribution to the scheme.

We invite our readers to give us their views on the

subject.
DISCUSSIONS OPEN TO ALL.
To the Editor.

&ir—From time to time we read in vour columns references to the
inactivity of the Central Council, and in one association there has
already been a proposal to cease paying the annual subscription.

It seems obvious tha” in days like these the Council would have
the greatest difficulty in meeting, and, oven if it met, a greater
difficulty m holding anything like a representative gathering. More-
over, if the members could be brought together it is hard to see what
useful work the (Council could perform.

Apart from the one burning question of the ban on church bell
ringing, which at this stage no resolution by the Council or any other
body would be likely to alter, there is no subject which iri my opinion
and in the opinion of a good many other ringers including, | think,
most members of the Council, would justify calling the Council to-
gether. The most that can be asked of it is that tne officials should
continue to hold a watching brief and that the committees should
continue as fat as possible to function.

There is, however, one way in which we as ringers might maintain
our interest in ringing affairs on the lines which the Council has
followed, and | make the following suggestions in all seriousness in
the hope that your readers may think the scheme worth while.

It is just this: Let us hold a meeting in ‘ The Ringing World.’
Instead of the Council meeting in session next Whitsuntide, let all
ringers be invited to take part in discussions on various matters oi
interest through your columns, the debates being carried on in accord-
ance with the rules usually recognised at meetings.

Let us have formal motions moved and seconded, and then openly
discuss the subjects, but, instead of doing it by way of speeches, for-
ward our observations to your paper for publication.

The discussion should not be limited to members of the Central
Council; but should be open to all ringers. For this reason my pro-
Cal’\could not be carried on, under the title of * The Central Council,*

- it might be called ‘ The Bellringers* Council' or something
the kind | would make it a condition that any contribution made
to the debates should be made under the name of the person and not
under any nom-de-plume. Let us make it as real as we can, express-
ing our opinions frankly as we would do if we were present in person
at a meeting-. VOTING BY POSTCARD.

It would be an excellent thing if our debates could have the guidance
of the president of the Central Council, but it would probably be
more practicable if the actual conduct of the business was left to the
Editor of * The Ringing World,” as a kind of acting chairman, because
he would be more immediately in touch with the progress of the
discussions.

Reasonable scope sliould be given to the debates, and when the
subject appears to be exhausted | suggest that a postcard vote on
the motion should be taken and that it should be open to all, whether
or not they have contributed to the discussion itself, so that we mav
get a decision from a wider circle than merely those who have voiced
their opinions.

Further, | would suggest that an effort be made to provide an
mifenda beforehand so that ringers may know exactly tvhat is to be
discussed and, with your permission,’ that here and now ringers
Miould draw up motions on any subject of ringing interest which they
are prepared to debate and send them to vou with the name of a
-"ponder, for publication when the agenda is complete.

When the *meeting ' opens it will be for the proposer and seconded

, e first motion to send you their 1speeches ' for publication, after
which all who desire to do so should follow up with their contributions
?t. - When the subject, has been disposed of by vote or
otherwise, then the same procedure would be followd with' the next
motion, and so on to the end.

Tf ringers will oo-operate | feel sure this would be a means of
helping to maintain interest in the varied matters connected with
rmgmg. but to make the scheme a success ringers themselves must

(Oofltfamod <n next aetnam.)
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ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.

The first meeting in the N<w Year, held on January 3rd. was well
supported, and one new member was elected, Mr. George J. Strickland,
of Putney.

Arising from a notice of motion, Mr. C. H. Kippen moved a resolu-
tion that Rule 12 4be suspended until the end of the war and a
temporary rule be substituted to read: ‘ That no person be entitled
to vote in matters of finance unless he shall have attended ten meet-
ing or 50 per cent, of the total number of meetings held during tho
preceding twelve months (whichever is the lesser), or contribute the
sum of Is. to the society’s funds between November 5th and
February 28th following.” After a lengthy discussion the resolution,
which was seconded by the treasurer, was carried.

The Master especially welcomed Capt. W. H. J.
librarian of the Central Council.

The Treasurer stated that he had received news that Mr. E. Murrell,
who has been very dangerously ill, was a little better. Expres-
sions of sympathy were extended to Mr. E. Murrell, also to Mr.
Frﬁn:( M Butler and Mr. John S. Goldsmith, iwlio are also on the
sick list.

Members present, in addition to the master, treasurer and secre-
tary, were Messrs. E. A. Young, H. G. Miles, W. H. Pasmore, H.
Langdon R. F. Deal, H. Hoskins, J. G. A. Prior, C. H. Kippen,
F. E. Collins, E. Kennings, C. C. Mayne, H. Alford, G. N. Price, F. C.
Newman, G. J. Strickland, G. M. Kilby and Capt. Hooton.

After thanking members for their continued support, the Master
announced that the next meeting would be held on January 17th, at
the Bell Foundry, Whitechapel.

Hotton, R.A.,

A FAMILY HANDBELL PFAL,
FATHER, MOTHER, SON AND DAUGHTER.

An interesting handbell peal was rung at Sittingboume on Monday
week, when four members of the Spice family—father, mother, son
and daughter—rang a peal of Grandsire Triples. This is believed to
be the first family peal of its kind.

The member of the band most deserving of congratulation is Mrs.
Spice, who is not keen on ringing, and hardly ever rings handbells.
She had previously rung one tower-bell peal (also Grandsire Triples),
and when this was over she vowed never to attempt another peal if
she could possibly help it. She was no more enthusiastic over the idea
of a hardbell peal, thinking that, the time would seem interminable
(from her experience of quarter-peals, etc.).

The handbell peal now recorded was in no sense prearranged. At
the beginning of the evening the family was engaged on its usual
occupations, when a chance suggestion was made that a peal should
be attempted, with the result that 15 minutes later, before Mrs.
Spice had had time to protest, ringing had started. Considering the
fact that months may go by without her touching a pair of handbells,
the way she settled down to her task was remarkable, and because of
the competent way in which she ‘ banged the tenor in,” a very good
beat was maintained throughout The ringing, we are told, was
almost faultless, and it may also be recorded that Mrs. Spice does not
now regard peal ringing with quite so much horror. The family hope
she may possibly be induced to go for another in the future.

A ‘RINGERS’ COUNCIL.'

(Continued from previous column.)
help ‘ Speeches ' need not necessarily be long, in fact very often, as
we all know, the shorter they are the more effective. In any case,
the chairman should have tho power to put a ‘time limit’ on the
‘ speeches.” in other words, fix the length of the contributions.

No doubt many of us have at times fancied ourselves as members
of the Central Council. The scheme which | suggest would enable
everybody to fill the same role in another Council, even to the extent
of having voting power, although all may not care actually V> make
speeches but to remain, as many members of the Council prefer to
do, ‘silent.’

If the scheme thus outlined has any appeal to your readers we
could have discussions on such things as:—

Would a National Association benefit the art of ringing?

] Isd'%\ Ringing Association justified in accumulating large reserve
unds?

Is it a good policy to try and interest the general public in church
bell ringing or should ringing remain, as in the past, a semi-mystery
to tbe outsider?

What can be done to raise the standard of striking?

There are many other subjects which will suggest themselves. For
myf_elf, if the plan goes forward, | propose to put down the following
motion

‘That a small committee be formed immediately to consider
and report upon the best and quickest means of rehabilitating
ringing when the war is over,

and | do not mean this as any pious resolution. 1 .hope such a com-
mittee can be set up to investigate the subject, to anticipate diffi-
culties and to make practical suggestions in a report which will be
subsequently published.

I hope the scheme which | have here outlined will be received as a
constructive contribution to the difficult ta#k of maintaining interest
in ringing in these dark days and that you, sir, will be kind enoueh
to allow-tbe views of other readers to be published. 1. P. PRICE.

of
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ST. MARTIN S GUILD, BIRMINGHAM.

THE ANNUAL MEETING.

Tho annual meeting of the St. Martin's Guild for the Diocese of
Birmingham was held 01l Saturday, January 3rd, at the Guild's head-
quarters, the Tamworth Arms, Moor Street, City.

Councillor A. Paddon Smith presided over "a good company.
Apologies wore received from Messrs. James George, W. C. Dowding,
E. C. Shepherd, John Jaggar and G. H. Williams. The ordinary
business was quickly dealt with, and, owing to lack of ringing facili-
ties, there were 110 new members to propose.

It is usual to hold the first quarterly meeting of the year at Aston.
Mr. W. Davies pointed out the difficulties of arranging a tea as is
usual there, but, promised to do the best he could to mako things
comfortable, and it was unanimously agreed to hold the next quar-
terly meeting at Aston. X

The Chairman referred to the loss the Guild ajid the ringing
Exercise generally had sustained by the. death of Mr. Gabriel Lindoff,
of Dublin. He was sure that many present had had the pleasure of
ringing with Mr. Lindoff and had enjoyed his lovable personality.
He asked all to stand for a moment as a last tribute of respect to a

I really great man. Mr. Smith also referred to the illness of the Editor
of * The Ringing World,” Mr. J. S. Goldsmith, and the secretary was
requested to write. Mr. Goldsmith on behalf of all present expressing
sympathy and best wishes for his complete recovery.

The Chairman welcomed the visitors, who included Messrs. Wilfred
Williams. B. G Ashford, John Bass and a very old member, Mr.
William Short.

The Secretary anuouuced the receipt of a letter from Mr. James
George regretting his inability to be present in person, but he would
bo with them in spirit.' He sent best wishes for the continued success
of the Guild and enclosed a cheque for £2 as a donation to the funds.
The best thanks of the Guild were accorded, and the secretary was
requested to convey same to Mr. George.

Before proceeding with the election of officers, the secretary an-
nounced receipt of the following motfon : 4That the office of Master
be allowed to remain vacant for the duration of the war.” 11l the
opinion of the proposer and seconder it was not essential that the
office of Master, rendered vacant by the death of the late Alderman
J. S. Pritchett, be filled during the war. An interesting discussion
followed, when the duties of the Master were explained and also the
position from an historical point of view, $0 much so that the pro-
poser and seconder asked permission to withdraw the motion, which
was granted.

It was proposed by the chairman and seconded by Mr. F.*W. Perrens
that the president and vice-presidents be re-elected en bloc. This
was carried uLanimously. t .

The Secretary, in proposing that Councillor A. Paddon Smith be
elected Master, pointed out that this was the highest honour to be

held by any member and should be reserved for outstanding services

rendered 11l his opinion, no one deserved that honour more than
the chairman. He became secretary at a time when the Guild's
affairs-were in an almost hopeless condition. He restored order out
of chaos and for 20 years carried Oll the good work. He was still
keenly interested in the Guild's welfare and when normal days came
along would be amongst them as much as ever. Mr. Albert Walker
seconded and also referred to the good work done by Mr. Smith
during many years and hoped he would still continue to come amongst

them. This was supported by Mr. G. F. Swann and several others
present, and, on being put to the “meeting by the secretary, was
carried unanimously. Mr. Smith suitably responded, thanking the
members for* tho honour conferred on him, which he greatly
apDreciated. ) Jili . xi
Mr. F. W. Perrens proposed and Mr. A. Morris seconded fthat the

rest of the officers be re-elocted en bloc, and this was agreed to.

It was proposed by the chairman that the Henry Johnson Com-
memoration be held on similar lines to that of last year, namely, a
‘luncheon at the Imperial Hotel at 1.30 on Saturday, March 7th. and
that the proceedinsrs be cut down to enable everyone to get home
before black-out. and that Mr. Albert Walker should occupy the chair.
This was seconded by Mr. G. F. Swann and carried unanimously.
This concluded the business. .

Reference was made to Mr. John Jaggar, who attained his 80tl.
birthday that dav. The Chairman expressed the hope that his legs,
would soon be all right again and that he would continue to enjoy
good health and come amonsrst them for many years. The secretary
was requested to convey their hearty congratulations.

The remainder of the evening was taken up in social intercourse
and handbell ringing, sevral good touches being brought round, rang-
ing from Grandsire Triples tc Stedman Cinques.

‘COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A History of the Society
5/4 (post free) from
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ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

MEETING AT COLCHESTER

At tho annual meeting of the North-Eastern Division of the Essex
Association at St. Peter’s, Colchester, 0Oll Saturday, January 3rd,
25 ringers attended from 12 different towers St. Peter’'s, Colchester,
Harwich, Mistlev, Clacton-Aj-Sea, Great Bentley, Thoringtou, Ipswich,
Penn (Bucks), Wivenlioe, Springfield, Halstead and Dedham.

Handbells were rung in various Minor, Major and Royal methods.
A service in church at 4 p.m. was conduoted by the Vicar, the Rev.
Edward H. Shaw, who gave an inspiring address and mentioned
that he thought the Government officials were entirely wrong*wheu
they denied the country its bells for holy worship. If, he said, we*
were the enemy and knew that the bells were only to be used to call
the defenders together against invasion, we should at once make the
towers our targets.

The business meeting followed and then tea at Crispen Court. The
District Master, Mr. G. Waterman, presided, supported by the district
secretary, Mr. L. Wright. The Master extended a hearty welcome to
the visitors, including Corpl. W. A. and Mrs. Randall, from Penn,
Bucks, Mr. J. Jennings, of Ipswich, Mr. H. A. Shadrack, lion, district
secretary of the South-Eastern Division, Mr. E. Runter, of Spring-
field, and Miss H. G. Snowdon, hon. district secretary of the Northern
Division.

In his annual report the hon. secretary mentioned that meetings
had been held at Little. Clacton, Ramsey and Bradfield, with an
average attendance of 17. Although 110 peals liad been rung, there
had been considerable activity in handbell ringing. One honorary
member had been elected and the membership now stood ~t lionorary
members 7, paid up ringing members 71. Fourteen other members
had not paid their sul>scri.ptioiis. Twenty-three members were serving
in H.M. Forces* aud the number of towers in union with tjie associa-
tion was unchanged. The district had lost by death during the year
four of the most, active members.

The retiring Master thanked the members for their attendances
during the year, and said that if they could carry on for another
year in the way they did last year, they would be pulling their weight
for the Essex Association.

Mr. H. A. Wright proposed and Mr. H. T. Pye seconded the re-
eleotion of Mr. G. Waterman as Master, and this was carried.

Mr. C. A. Andrews proposed and Mr. W. Chalk seconded that Mr.
L. Wright should retain his office as district secretary and treasurer.
This was agreed to. *

Mr. Alan R. Andrew} aud Mr. C. A. Ellis were elected as members
of the General Committee.

For the next meeting Mr. C. A. Andrews proposed and Mr. H. T.
Pye seconded Great Tey some time in April, leaving the secretary to
fix the date.

Silertce was observed for the passing of Pte. Jim Durrant, of Thorpe-
le-Soken, killed at the evacuation of Dunkirk. The secretary was in-
structed to write to Mrs. Durrant and to Mr. Gabriel Lindoff'6 son
conveying the sympathy of the members in their bereavements.

A hearty vote of thanks are accorded the Vicar for having the
meeting and for his very touching address; and to the organist, Mr.
D. J. Durrant, the verger and the St. Peter’'s ringers for helping to
make the meeting a success.

The Vicar reolied in very humorous vein, and said he had oonn
from a great ringing family of at least three generations. He'had
often wished he could ring, but, like a good many more when young,
he preferred the rugger field or boxing ring. However, they had bis
sympathies, for he knew full well the difficulties in trying to carry
on, but ‘ stick it,’ he said,* and pray God the time won’'t be long
when you can meet here again and ring the joyful tower bells.’

The collection for the Bell Restoration Fund amounted to 17s. 3d.

THE SUGGESTED NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The letter from Mr. Harris tells us it is no use waiting
for the older members of the Exercise to give a lead, and then savs
it would be very helpful if sotae of the older members gave us their
opinion Oll the matter. Why not resolve to start the scheme without
consulting the older members and thereby have a new broom?

Our Central Council has done-*a vast amount of real hard work
since its inception and has uplifted the Exercise in many ways. It
has not been possible to please everyone, but | for one certainly
think that ilieir work over a great number of years deserves thanks
for its fine work towards the betterment of ringers and ringing.

Mr. Harris suggests that leaders be selected for their business
ability, not social standing or ringing ability, but I Should be very
sorrv to see any rineing body put a bar on anyone because of these
qualifications in order that those of business ability should get- a
seat. Ringers elect the members of the Central Council and have
given the Council some of tho finest brains in the Exercise, and |
wonder what sort of meeting would result if a selected body of
business people ran a National Association of Church Bellringers.

Those who are of the opinion that, a National Association could
play a big part in the life of the Exercise should work out its aims
and objects now rather than wait for the future and liave to rush
manv important points at the last minute.

W. SHEPHERD.
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GRANDSIRE CATERS.
THE HISTORY OF THE METHOD
By Edgar C. Shepherd.
(Continued from page 22.)

In the year 1817 the Painswick Youths rang 12,312
changes of Grandsire Caters and set up a record that
remained unbroken until the peal at Appleton in 1888.
William Estcourt rang the fourth. ,

William Estcourt was born in 1798, so that he was
only 19 years old when the long peal was rung. His
son became Mayor of Bristol, and presented the second
bell to St. Michael’s, Gloucester, in 1897, when the ring
was augmented to ten. Of Painswick and William Est-
court, the Rev. H. A. Cockey writes:-—

= ' Many notable feats of change ringing have been per-
formed on these bells in bygone days, as well as in more
recent times, and the members of the Painswick Society
of Change Ringers have greatly distinguished them-
selves in the ringing world. Mr. William Estcourt as
composer, conductor and ringer was one of the most
noted in England, and amongst other fine performances
took part in a peal of 12,212 changes of Grandsire Caters
in May, 1817, the ringing taking seven hours and forty-
four minutes.’

Some of Estcourt’s Treble Bob compositions will be
found in Snowdon’s ‘ Treatise on Treble Bob.’

On October 16th, 1820, the Wakefield Society rang
6,030 Grandsire Caters in 3 hours and 44. minutes, com-
posed and conducted by William Woodhead. The only
clue to the figures is provided by the part ends. A
footnote states that the peal contained the 60 nine-six-
eights and the 60 eight-nines. It is clear that each
part must contain 67 leads and that 6, 8 and 9 are the
fixed bells; but beyond these facts there is no certain
means of determining the calling. If, however, «the
student will turn to George Gross' peal, 7,001
changes, he may find the following interesting fact. The
115th lead of Gross’ composition is 52637 4809.
From this point a block of changes leads to
23467589 in 67 leads. |If this block is repeated
four times a round block of 6,030 changes is obtained,
ending where it began, at 5263748 9, and contain-
ing 60 nine-seven-eights and 60 eight-nines. If this
calling is used, starting from Rounds, a peal *of 6,030
is obtained, and this composition contains the 60 nine-
six-eights and the 60 eight-nines. The part ends will
be the same as the Wakefield peal. It is probable,
therefore, that these are the actual figures of the Wake-
field peal.

Whether Woodhcad °* lifted ' the block wholesale from
Gross’ 7,001 or whether he composed it independently
cannot be determined. He certainly was an able com-
poser, for the first peal of Cambridge Royal was com-
posed by him and conducted at Wakefield in 1822.
Later, in 1826, he conducted the first peal of Superlative
Surprise Royal.

The importance of keeping exact records is em-
phasised by the long peal at Fulham in 1837. The
words of Jasper Snowdon will best illustrate the point.
He says:—

‘ As | am endeavouring to state correctly the precise
lengths attained in this method, the following example
will shoto the necessity of all ringers co-operating to
arrive at correct conclusions in such matters. The in-
completeness of the information possessed in thf case |1
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am about to mention by persons whom it might have
been thought would be in full possession of such par-
ticulars, will be a matter of surprise, and were it not
that the facts are before us, they might not readily b
credited. In 1837 the St. James’ Society, after ring-
ing. unsuccessfully over 9,000 on a previous date, ac-
complished on May loth 12,096 changes at All Saints’,
Fulham. This peal they recorded as “ the greatest
number of changes ever performed by ten men only,”
and as such the performance was generally accepted
by the London ringers. Unfortunately, just twenty
years before, the Painswick men had ryng their peal,
which was 216 ch:vnges longer than this one; and thus,
by want of correct information on the point, .this arduous
performance stands only second on the list of single-
handed lengths, and by the lack of a few hundred
changes its original purpose was entirely defeated. It
is, indeed, very hard to go so far, and yet not get to
the top of the tree.’

The tablet in the belfry of All Saints’, Fulham, reads:

“To record an extraordinary performance by the
young ringers of St. James’ Society, who on Whit-Mon-
dav, 15th of May, 1837, rung in this steeple, a true and
complete peal of 12,096 changes of Grandsire Caters, in
7 hrs. and 50 minutes, being the greatest amount of
changes ever performed by" ten men only; the truth of
which is attested by several of the ablest judges of the
art, who witnessed the whole performance, and which
can only be equalled by the same ability and persevering
exertions. The performers were: T. Tolliday Treble.
Jas. Rogers Second. Jno. Fairbairn Third. Jos.
Harrison Fourth. Geo. Stockham Fifth. Chas. Ran-
dall Sixth. Geo. Clayton Seventh. Rich. Turner
Eighth. Jno. Bradley Ninth. Rt. Burgess Tenor. The
peal was composed by T. Brooke and conducted by T.
Tolliday. The Revd, R. G. Baker, Vicar, Wm. Mat-
year, Wm. Hicker, Churchwardens.’

In 1877 what appears to have been the first peal of
Grandsire Caters on handbells was rung at York. The
figures of the composition are to be found on page 69
of the * Central Council Collection of Peals/ The num-
ber of changes js given as 5,039, but the ‘ Corrigenda
Leaflet ' corrects this to 5,057. The performance is
credited to the Yorkshire Association, but in Bani-
ster’s book it is claimed by the College Youths." Mr. P.
J. Johnson has pointed out that prior to the formation of
the Yorkshire Association in 1875 the College Youths
were fairly strong in York and Sheffield, and this would
account for the peal being booked by both societies. The
particulars are as follows:—

‘York. On Monday, March 5th, 1877, in 3 hrs. and
5 mins., at Fetter Lane, A Peal of Grandsire Caters,
5,039 changes. Thos. Dixon 1-2. Geo. Breed 3-4. C.
Underwood 5-6. Wm. Howard 7-8. Wm. Morrell
9-10. Composed by C. Hattersley. Conducted by T.
Dixon.’

Although there is no claim that this was the first peal
of Grandsire Caters in hand, no record of any previous
performance can be traced, and the footnote to the'fol-
lowing peal indicates that the York men were first in
the field.

‘ Birmingham Amalgamated Society. On August 20,
1882, at 63, Heaton Street, Hockley, Birmingham,
5,003 Grandsire Caters in 2 hrs\ and 50 mins. Thomas

Russam 1-2. John Carter 3-4. Thomas Miller 5-6.
(Continued on next page.)
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THE HERTFORDSHIRE RESOLUTIONS.
THE COUNCIL'S ACTIVITIES.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—It is nice to know from Mr. Russell Speers that the
Hertfordshire Resolutions were not aimed at any individual members,
but at the Council as a whole. But what do these good people think
the Council could have done? In the ordinary way it meets once a
year. Could it have done so these last two years? A meeting takes
quite a lot of organisation and calls for the expenditure of both
time and money from the members. |1, for one, could not afford
either to make the long journey -to London at this time.

When the Council is not in session its activities are carried on by
its officers and the various committees. The efforts. made by the
secretary to get the ban lifted have been acknowledged. As for the
committees, tney will probably be able to say what they have been
able to do when the next meeting comes. The work of the Towers
and Belfries Committee is largely to give advice when asked. 1 do
not suppose many parishes are doing much now in the way of bell
restoration. The ban has made the work of the Analysis Committee
largely a sinecure, the Methods Committee, | suppose, are waiting
until the Surprise Book can be published, the Literature Committee
we may be sure is quite alive, and the Peel Boards Committee has,
| have been told, been promoted to'the rank or corporal, and is now
looking after the British Army somewhere in the North of England.
What more do these people want?

I suggest that the best plan would be for these Bushey people to
take over the,duties of the Central Council for the duration and see
what thev could do. Half of them could easily do that job and the
other half could run ' The Ringing World.” In the intervals between

their activities they could amuse themselves by ringing Dr. Slack’'s
peal of Stedman Triples, for they at least have the figures.
, A MEMBER.

DEATH OF TWO LANCASHIRE RINGFRS.

Through the deaths of William Booth and Edward Kitting, Liverpool
lias sustained further serious losses. The former died at Aigburtli
some \yeeks ago, haring been ' blitzed ' from his home last spring.
He was 79 years of aste and was formerly a very active member of
the St. Peter's (PrcnOathedral) Company. He had not done much
ringing of late years, but in his younger days was a great enthusiast.

Mr. Gittins, whofwas 77. years of age, started ringing in his early
days at Bromborough, Cheshire, removing many years ago to Liver-
pool. was. for long a regular Sundav service ringer at Cliildwall
and was a loyal supporter of the Lancashire Association, of which he
was a member for many years.

It is believed Mr. Gittins rang only two peals, one of Grandsire
Triples at Bromborough in 1883 and one of Bob Major at Garston in
1908. The passing of thesa two old friends will cause much regret,
and sincere sympathy is extended to the relatives in their sad bereave-
ment.

THE LATE GABRIEL LINDOFF.
To the Editor.

Deer Sir,—In reply to the query by Mr. Keeble in ‘ The Ringing
World ' dated December 5th re the late Gabriel Lindoff's books and
manuscripts, | regret that it was not possible for me to reply up to
the piesent.

A number of Mr. Lindoff's notebooks were handed over to me for
safe keeping by his son. As these books have yet to be sorted out,
I im unable to give any further information at the present. If any
ringer is interested and writes personally to me, | shall endeavour to
give the required assistance. FRED E. DUKES.

23, Skreen Road, Cabra, Dublin.

GRANDSIRE CATERS.
(Continued from previous page.)
Walter Bryant 7-8. Richard Hackley 9-10.  Composed
and conducted by John Carter. The first handbell peal
of Grandsire Caters to be rung in Birmingham.’
A footnote given in Mr. Miller's ‘ Peal Book ' says:
JThe only peal before the above was rung in Yorkshire.’
The Birmingham peal was rung at the second attempt.
The %rst attempt reached the very last course (the
familiar * Round at hand by 9 in and out at 2 '), and
at this point Walter Bryant in his excitement threw his
bells across the room! Nearly sixty years later the
veteran Tom Miller could repeat with glee all the details
of those early days, and could unhesitatingly recite the
calling of the peal. The figures are No. 67 in the ‘ C.C.
Collection.
(To be continued.)
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GOOD COPY AND OTHER SUBJECTS.

To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I am in entire agreement with you in not publishing the
figures of Dr. Slack’s peal of Stedman Triples. The space it would
take up could be used for more useful purposes. The figures can
always be obtained by anyone who wishes to by applying to those
who nave them in their possession. t

My friend, Mr. G. H. Cross, criticises the style in ringing of the
late William Pye, but admits his bell was always in its place. So
far so good, but might I ask which is the most important—style or
striking? | have rung many peals, both on tower and on handbells,
with Mr. Pye, and certainly should not class him as a slovenly ringer
on either. Practical experience is worth a ton of theory.

I now come to my friend, A. H. Pulling, on first things first, and
my only comment is, Alf, you have hit the nail bang on the head
with one blow. | should also like to congratulate Mr. George Symonds
on his recent letter. Plenty of old fogies (and | can claim to be one)
are willing to stand aside If there ere others as good to take our
places. We are quite content to rest on our laurels, but those who
come after us should not forget that we old fogies as a recent writir
dubbed us, have all done our bit and have helped to blaze the trail
for those who follow. .

Lastly, I come to my friend, J. W. Dyer, of Tey, on silent church
bells. 1, too, .am puzzled why church clocks are allowed to chime
every quarter, day in, day out. Here is a point that should be taken
up tv tile associations or possibly the hon. secretary of the Central
Council. WILLIAM KEEBLE.

Colchester.

THE SUGGESTED NATIONAL ASSOCIATION.
\ To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Replying to Mr. T. Harris’ letter, may | ask him what
would be the reallv worth while advantages of such an association?
34, Whitechapel Road, E.I. A. A. HUGHES.

THE BIG OAKS
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—| wish to thank the two gentlemen who replied to my
inquiry for their kind and informative letters.

I can assure them that several kindred spirits who read their replies
were as interested as myself. One gentleman who is an undertaker
was anxious to know the whereabouts of the big oaks | mentioned.
I did not tell him, for, enthuse as lie would, and try as | would, |
oould not interest myself in his ‘ art,” and should be sorry for him
to get them. s R. ALSOP.

NOTICES—cContinued from next page.
ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—South-Western District.—

The annual district mating will be held at Romford on
Saturday, Jan. 31st. Service at 4 p.m. Business meet-

ing to follow. Hartdbells available. All ringers wel-
come. — J. H. Champion, Hon. Sec., 14, Wellesley
Road, Wanstead, E.IlI.

BIRTH.

On Friday, Jan. 9th, at The Stork’s Nest, Exeter,
to Kathleen and Harry G. Stokes, of Webber's Farm,
Woodbury, Devon—a son. Mrs. Stokes is the daughter
'of Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Hughes, of the Bell Foundry,
Whitechapel.

HANDBEILS WANTED.

WANTED, a set of ejther 6 or 8 handbells, second-
hand ; must be in good condition; state lowest price.—
Rev. F. Gibson, Hensingham Vicarage, Cumberland.

WANTED, good set of Handbells; 2 to 3 octaves;
chromatic.— H. Halford, 4, All Saints’ Road, Chelten-
ham.

FOR SALE.

DON'T LET HITLER DESTROY ALL YOUR
HOBBIES! Though the ban on bell ringing has been
made, the ban on domestic poultry keeping has been
lifted. Have YOU taken advantage of the last named ?
If not, why not do it now? Worite, enclosing stamped
addressed envelope for particulars of birds for sale, and
hatching eggs, etc.—P. Amos, 2a, Beverley Crescent,
Northamptoa.
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NOTICES.

THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted
under this heading-is at the rate of 3d. per line (average
8 words) per insertion,'with the minimum charge of 1/6.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.—
The next meeting will be held on --atiirday, January 17th,
at the Bell Foundry, Whitechapel Road, E.7, at 3 p.m.
The payment of Is. 8d. to enable' those members who
have not attended the required number of meetings to
vote on matters of finance is now due.—A. B. Peck, Hon.
'Sec., 1, Eversfield Road, Reig”te.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION. St.
Albans District.—A meeting will be held on Saturday,
Jan. 17th, in St. Peter’'s Institute, Hatfield Road, St
Albrfns. Handbells from 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m., followed
by business meeting. Will all members please endeavour
to attend as important business must be discussed. —
H. J. Hazell, Dis. Sec., 15, King's Hill Avenue, St.
Albans. *

WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSO-
CIATION.—Northern Branch. — Quarterly meeting at
Halesowen (d.v.), Saturday, Jan. 17th\3 p.m. Tower
bells available for silent practice. Tea, Central Cate,
5.15 p.m. UsuaJd”™evening arrangements.—B. C. Ash-
ford, Sec., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Hinckley
District.—The annual district meeting is being held at
the Heathcote Arms, Croft, on Jan. 17th, at 6 p.m.
Back entrance and bring your own' ‘ eats.’ Handbells,
etc., follow meeting. Silent tower bell ringing from
3.30. All welcome.—W . A. W'ood, Dis. Sec.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY. The next
meeting will be held at Pudsey on Saturday, Jan. 24th.
Handbells available from 3 p.m. in the Park Hotel.
UsiAl arrangements. H. Lofthouse, Hon. Sec., 8,
Wortley Road, Leeds 12.

SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Annual meeting,
St. Chad’s, Shrewsbury, Jan. 24th. Handbells, service
and business meeting.—W. A. Farmer, Hon. Sec.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION— Leicester
District.—The annua) meeting will be held at Leicester
on Jan. 24th. Ringing (silent) from 3 p.m. till 5 p.m.
at St. John’s. Tea at the Cathedral Church House 5.30
p.m. at about Is. 9d. each, followed by a rfteeting. After-
wards there will be a social evening at the Globe Hotel,
near the Cathedral. It is important that all those re-
quiring tea should notify me not later than Jan. 21st.—
H”N W. Perkins, Hon. Dis. Sec., 53, Landseer Road,
I-eicester.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
Division.— The annual district meeting will be
Broxbourne on Saturday, Jan. 24th, at 2.30 p.m.
bells, together with handbells, available. Tea at the
Welcome at 5 p.m. Business meeting to follow. Please
make a special effort to be present. With best wishes

— Eastern
held at
Silent

to all mv ringing friends for 1942. — G. Radley, Dis.
Sec., 18, Macers Lane, Wormley, near Hoddesdon,
Herts.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. — Derby

District.— The annual meeting will be held at St. Peter’s
Parochial Hall, Derby, on Saturday, Jan. 24th. Hand-
bells available 3 p.m. Business meeting for election of
officers 4 p.m. Will all towers please send representa-
tives?>—\Vm. Lancaster, Hon. Sec., 83, Albert Road,
Cliaddesden, Derby. * -
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PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. — North-
ampton Branch.—The annual meeting will be held at St.
Peter's on Saturday, Jan. 24th. Service 3-f5 p.m.—J.
C. Dean, Hon. Sec.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.—Northern Branch,

Gainsborough District. — The annual meeting will be
held on Saturday, Jan. 24th, in All Saints’ Ringing
Chamber, Gainsborough. Service 5.30 p.m. Business

meeting 6 p.m. Ringing up to 9 p.m. on handbells and
6 clapperless tower bells.—Geo. L. A.. Lunn, Hon. Sec.,
248, sLea Road, Gainsborough.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. Burton
District.—The annual district meeting will be held at
St. John’s, Newhall, on Saturday,* Jan. 31st. Short
service 4 p.m. Tea at 4.30 p.m. Meeting to follow.
Handbells available after tea in Church Room. Im-
portant business. Good attendance requested. Every-
one welcome. — J, W. Cotton, Overseal, Burton-ori-
Trent. *

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Meeting
at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey, Saturday, Jan.

31st. Handbells froni 3 p.m. Tea and meeting 5 p.m.
All welcome. — H. G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel Avenue,
Watford.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Lewisham Dis-
trict. The quarterly meeting will be held at Holy
Trinity, Dartford, on Saturday”™ Jan. 31st. Tower open
for handbell ringing at 3 p.m. Tea, at the kind invita-
tion of the local ringers, at 4.45 p.rri. Business meeting
to follow. Members requiring tea must notify Mr. R.
A. Jenkins, Cosette, 76, Brent Lane, Dartford, not
later than Tuesday, Jan. 27th. Subscriptions are now
due and should be paid at this meeting. — A. G. Hill,
Hon. Dis. Sec., temporary address: 53, Hengist Road,
Erith, Kent.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—South-Eastern District.—
The district annual general meeting will be held at
Chelmsford Cathedral on Saturday, Jan. 31st. Eight
silent bells available. Business meeting in the belfry at
3.45. Service at 4.30. It is regretted that arrange-
ments for tea cannot be made, but efforts are being made
to engage a room for the evening for a social chat and
handbell ringing at which all ringers and their friends
are welcome.—H .'"W . Shadrack, Hon. Dis. Sec., 48,
Arbour Lane, Chelmsford.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.—Welling-
borough District.—The branch annual meeting will be
held at Irthlingborough on Saturday, Jan. 31st. Ser-
vice at 4.30, followed by tea in Co-operative Hall, Queen
Street. Please come for- ‘' old times sake,” but let me
know early and bring your sugar. Handbells available.
—A. Bigley, Hon. Branch Sec., 30, Allen Road, Irth-
lingborough.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—The annual general
meeting of the Association will be held at the Leeds and
County Conservative Club, South Parade, Leeds, on
Saturday, Jan. 31st, at 3 p.m. prompt. Unfortunately,
it has not been found possible to make arrangements for
tea, but an announcement regarding this matter will be
made at the meeting. A social evening will take place
on the same premises at 6.30 p.m., for which the small
charge of Is. per head "will be made to cover expenses.
All members are cordially invited. Subscriptions are
now due and reports will be available at this meeting.'—
Leslie W. G. Morris, Hon. Gen. Sec., 65, Lilycroft Road,

| Heaton, Bradford.

(Continued on previous page.)
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The Central Council Publications

TTO BE "OBTAINED POST FREEJ
from the
Rev. E. S. POWELL, Staverton Vicarage, Daventry

s. d

COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS 1 0

REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.AB... 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS 1*

METHOD SHEETS—Cambrldge Surprlse Major ......... 2

Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3

Bristol Surprise Major ... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ... 2

VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .., 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (NeW

Edition) .o . 0

The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.
' ROPE-STGHT, Is. 10d.; ninth edition;
commencing on three bells.
‘ GRANDKIRE." 2s. 10d.; second edition; 2M pages,
five bells, complete with tbe Thompson Charts, etc.
'STANDARD METHODS, ninth edition, 2s. 10d.
«STEDMAN, 2s. 10d. Ap entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.
‘TREBLE BOB, 1* 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
*SURPRISE METHODS." 2s. 10d. A book by the late Her. 0. D. P.
Darias, M.A., F R.A.3. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams. 128 pages.

150 pages; treats Plain Bob

commencing on

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from

Mies MARGARET E, SNOWDON
Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulverston, Lance

PUBLICATIONS.

‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLFS AND TRIPLES, Simply
Explained,” 9th thousand, 6£d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen,
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrej. ,

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,” 2nd
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR/
about to begin more advanced methods.
6s. 9d. dozen, post free.
Wonersh, Surrey.

for those
7jd. each,
From M. Broome, Orchards,

THE RINGERS’ HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling
of s bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Graadsire,

Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.
Large selection of Compositions included.
Pries-— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2'9
(( copies for 15/-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper ooren, 64pp.,

1/2 (6 oopies for 6 /-).

Obtainable only post free from Rev. E. S. POWELL,
Itavseton Vloaratfe, near Daventry.
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‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLRQPES'

NOTKD FOR EASY HANDLING AND HON ITNETCMING
Eat. 1830 Tel. 2400

JOHN PRHCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

Oraer your Bell Ropea now, before prioea inoreass,
pre-war quality, and asnd ua your old Bell Ropee
m lor repaira whllat not In uae.

Clock and Chiming Ropes
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING MATS AND BELL MUFFLERS

Suitable for Presentation or
Wedding Gift

Correctly Hoctled BELL INKSTAND in Solid Silver
Diameter 2*n 2iln. Mia. Min. 4in. <iin. 61U.
Prloe 18/e 22/e 28/6 33/8 42/- 62/6 67 0

The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 dKarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

TE RUSSELL and iiptioi&n

Telephone 276 W O IlilIN G

SMITH of DERBY

for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven

Makers of ["'many famous clocks, in-
cluding St. Paul's Cathedral, | ondon,
and throughout the world.

John Smith & Sona, Midland Clook Works,
Derby, Ltd.

Head Office and Works, Queen St., Derby

Tel. No. DERBY 46869 Grams. CLOCKS, Dfc-RBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates aid Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by tbe Woodbridge Press,
ford, and Published by the Bolls House Publishing Co.,
Buildings, London, B.C.4.

Ltd.,
Ltd.,

Guild-
Breams
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GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON Lo

CROYDON

Founders of the

HEAVIEST BELLS
Cast in England

and Carillons of.the
BRITISH EMPIRE

in
CANADA

S. AFRICA
NEW ZEALAND

Telephone
Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120
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LIVES OF GREAT MEN.

The suggestion made by Mr. George Cross in a recent
issue that we should publish an account of the life and
work of James W. Washbrook has met with the ap-
proval of many of our readers. Mr. George R. Newton
points out that while the records and doings of the men
of one hundred years ago are not entirely uninteresting,
they are not so interesting as the experiences of those
whom many ringers knew in the flesh.

We fully agree, and we may say that this thing has
not for some time past been absent from our thoughts.
But there are difficulties in the way, and we should like
to take our readers into our confidence respecting them.

When we are writing an account of any person who
is dead and who in his lifetime had distinguished him-
self in any way, there are one or two points which must
be kept in mind. First, the truth must be told, and told
free from bias either in favjour or against the person.
Secondly, it must be told so as to be both interesting and
instructive to present day ringers. That means that
we must try and portray the whole man with his good
qualities and his limitations too. It is a mistake to think
that we can increase a man’'s reputation by recounting
his good qualities only. The sort of thing which is prd*
per for an obituary notice will not serve when we are
dealing with someone of fifty years ago.

But to do justice to a man the writer must have not
only a mass of information about the details of what he
did, but he must know what he was. It is not enough
to say that a man rang so many peals. What is wanted
is to know something about his character and the gifts
which enabled him to stamp his influence on the men of
his own -time. Without that no worthy account of the
man can be written. ' \

Perhaps the hardest task a writer can undertake is to
describe a man, and especially a man of great and diverse
gifts. James W. Washbrook was, in the opinion of
many people competent to judge, the most outstanding
ringer of his generation and perhaps of all time. No
one has better earned the right to have his life written
as it should be written, and in our opinion he would
make a first class subiect for a biography, but the task
of writing it is a formidable one.

In the account of the Central Council which appeared
in our. pages an attempt was made to portray some of
the early members as they really were, and in one or two
instances— Heywood, Bulwer, Davies, Law James— not
without some degree of success. Washbrook was an
obvious figure to add to that gallery and the omission
was not due to want of intention, but on account of the
difficulties of carrying it out.
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WM. POTFS & SONS LTD.

(ESTABLISHED 1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS

Makers of many of tho largest and most Important Clocks
In the World.

CLOCKS REPAIRED AND DIALS RESTORED.I

'THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS/

Bankfield Terrace, Burley, Leeds.
And at 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare St.,
Newoastle-on-Tyne,
and 96, Carver Street, Moorhead, Sheffield.

THE RINGERS BADGE.

.Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole,
Brooch or Fendant
With name of your Association engraved
—as lllustration.
9Ct. HALL MARKED GOLD 45/-
HALL MARKED SILVER 7/6
GILT OR WHITE METAL 4h

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can
be engraved on the reverse side at a
small extra charge.

GEQ. STACEY,

o, PARK ST., MINEHIAO, SOMERSET

Exaot size

METHOD SPLICING

The Newest and Most Interesting
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in
‘METHOD SPLICING," price 1/3 (post free)
from * The Ringing World ' Office,
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKING.

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL,

Church Bell Rope and Clock Rojfk
Manufacturer,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti-

tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter-

borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s.
Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing- Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

January Wrd, 1947,

HANDBFLL PLAL.
WEST GRINSTEAD, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
0* Sunday, January //, 1942, in Turn Hours and Six Minutes,
At 92, Botcher's Row.
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;

Seven different callings. Tenor size 13 in F.
Grorge W. Massey 1-2 | Edgar R. Rapley 3-4
Cecil R. Longhokst....... 5-6.

Conducted by E dgar R. Rapley,

THE COLLEGE YOUTHS.

The Master, Mr. E. Fenn, presided at the meeting of the Ancient
Society of College Youths last Saturday, and was supported by the
hon. secretary (Mr. A. W. Peck) and the treasurer (Mr. A. A. Hughes).
Among those present were Mr. E. A. Young, Mr. G. Price, Mr. R. F.
Deal, Mr. J. Shepherd, Mr. C. H. Kippin, Mr. F. Collins, Mr. C. C.
Mayne, Mr. E. Hartley, Corpl. K. Arthur, Pte. Len Fox, Pte. C. W.
Munday and Guardsman F. A. Munday.

The treasurer reported that a very satisfactory arrangement had
been made about the insurance, and the sum of £163 9s. 3d. had been
allowed for the property destroyed in the fire raid. This would not
be paid until after the war, but interest on the sum would accrue.

The Rector of St. Magnus the Martyr wrote pointing out that the
bells of that church had been taken down from the steeple and so
would not be available for ringing for peace. He suggested the
formation of a handlbell band to ring at St. Magnus' and other
damaged churches when the time comes. It was decided to arrange
a meeting with him to discuss details.

The Master called attention to the loss the society had sustained
by the death of Mr. Edward Murrell, of St. Lawrence Jewry, and
said that though he had come into ringing fairly late in life and had
no particular pretensions to be a twelve-<bell ringer, there was no
more regular and loyal supporter of the society than he.

Mr. A. A. Hughes added his tribute. He said that Mr. Murrell
with Mr. Shorter had been the mainstay of tlie Jewry band ever since
the bells were rehung. Although he had but one leg, Mr. Murrell
was very active about the very difficult frame at St. Lawrence's, and
had designed and himself installed the very efficient silent apparatus
they had read about in *The Ringing World.” He was an exceptional
man in many ways, and, being musical, was a source of strength to
the choir. Mr. J. A. Trollope said he had been much struck by the
ability shown by Mr. Murrell's letters to ‘ The Rinsing World,” and
mentioned that the unsigned article on New Year’'s Bells was by him.
Mr. Deal and Mr. Young both referred to Mr. Murrell's career as a
soldier and & sergeant-major~in the famous Guards Brigade. It was
decided to send a Tetter of sympathy to Mr. Murrell's son.

The Master congratulated the hon. treasurer on the birth or his
first grandchild, and hoped the grandson would follow in his grand-
father’'s footsteps.

Mr. A. A. Hughes drew attention to the suggestion made in ‘ The
Ringing World ' that a ‘ Ringers’ Council * should be held in its pages.
He stressed the fact that it is impossible for the Central Council to
meet Even the Standing Committee cannot be brought together; and
if it were possible there is nothing that could be done at present.
He thought, however, that a scheme for discussing different subjects
among ringers generally would be a splendid thing, and he recom-
mended it strongly.

Mr. Trollooe exolained some of the ideas which had occurred to the
Editor of ‘ The Ringing World '; and an interesting discussion fol-
lowed. in winch, among others, Mr. C. C. Mayne, Mr. G. N. Price
and Mr. E. A. Yoirhg U>ok part. The Teeling of the meeting was
entirely in favour of the suggestion. It was decided to adjourn the
debate and. talk more about- the matter in a fortnight’s time.

The Master said liis brother, Roland, sent his best wishes. Pte.
Len Fox brouerht greetings from the junior steward, Mr. G. W. Cecil.
Pte. C. W. Munday said he had received a card from Mr. Peter
Kearvell, who is in the R.A.F. in Durban, which etatefl that he had
met. the Durban ringers and a nractice had been arranged.

The dramatic escape of Mr. DereV Sharp in an aeroDlane accident
was mentioned. and Hie society decided to write and congratulate him.

Mr. Slack’'s Two-part peal of Stedman Triples furnished food for a
Veen and informal debate, which did not end at the formal meeting
place.

BELL. ROPPS

MADE PROM ITALIAN HEMP. OR ITALIAN FLAX.
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT
CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. "Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM
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DEATH OF MR. C. W. CLARKE.

A LEADING BEDFORDSHIRE RINGER.

Wo regret- to announce the passing of yet another well-known figure
from the Exercise; oiie who did yeoman service for the Bedfordshire
Association, of which he was one of the Earliest members. Charles
William Clarke died at St. Peter’'s Hospital, Bedford, on January 9th,
at the age of 77 years.

In the period just before the present war advancing age somewhat
restricted his activities, but ringers of an older generation will
recollect the energy, and enthusiasm he displayed, mainly in and
around Bedfordshire. He was a fine all-round ringer, but he excelled
most of all on six bells, having a complete mastery of Minor ringing
sind conducting in the days before ‘splicing’' came to the fore. He
was something of a mar-
tinet in the belfry, but it
was all well intentioned
and he raised the stan-
dard of six-bell ringing in
Bedfordshire to a high
level.

Mr. Clarke was born at

Oundle, Northants, on
May 8th, 1864, and rang
his first peal before he
was 20 'years old. His
first peal as conductor
was the first peal by the
Bedfordshire Association.
This was seven different
720's of Minor and was
rung at Biddenham.

From this point Mr.
Clarke gave much atten-
tion to Minor ringing
and eventually his peals
in seven methods* alone
numbered over 360, of
which he conducted more
than 250. In addition,
he called two peals of
London Minor, four peals
of Cambridge Minor and
16 peals in Jess than
seven methods. His per-
formances also included

peals in 10 and 14 ex-
tents, and on one occa-'
sion, before jouch per- THE LATE MR. C. W. CLARKE.

formances were frowned
on by the powers that be, a peal of Minor in 14 methods rung in 360's.

On higher numbers Mr. Clarke rang peals which extended from
Triples to Cinques; among them one peal of 10,176 Treble Bob Major,
as well as 66 peal$ of Surprise Major and Royal. Altogether he rang
no fewer than 72Q peals, of which he conducted over 430. The peals
were rung in 131 towers for nine associations.

Mr. Clarke had lived in Bedford for the greater part of his life
and for many years was associated with the six-bell tower of St.
Peter’s. *

He was buried at his native Oundle on January 12tli.

THE LATE EDWARD MiRRfiLL
FUNERAL AT WHITCHURCH.

The funeral of the late Edward Murrell, who, as announced in our
last issue, died on SundayHJanuary 11th, took place on the following
Thursday afternoon at St. Lawrence's Church. Whitchurch, Canons
Park, Middlesex. Mr. A. A. Hughes represented the Ancient Society
of College Youths.

Mr  Murrell, who was 53 years old, was born at Thurnby in
Leicestershire. He had been "a company sergeant-major in the 1st
Battalion of tbe Grenadier Guards and won the Distinguished Service
Medal in the retreat from Mons. He was a first rate all round
athlete and was skilled in rowing, football and swimming.

He was musical and a leading member of the choir of St. ftfewrence
Jewry. That brought him into contact with ringing and he adopted
it with enthusiasm, though naturally he was hampered by coming to
it fairly late in life. He had rung one or two peals.

Mr. Murrell leaves a widow ana a son.

PATROMAL FESTIVAL.

A quarter-neal of Bob Major was rung recently at St. Mary and
All Saints’, Beaconsfield, in honour of the patronal festival of the
church: H. Wingrove (conductor) 1-2, W. Lee 34, D. R. Fletcher 5-6,
Miss V. Look .7-8.

THE BELLS OF ENGLAND.—‘There are sweet bells in France, in
Italy. in Belgium; but the English country is their true home. And
>t will never do for England to listen to the fretful fuss of those who
would silence her church bells, whether over her fields or over the
noisT town? in which thev are the onlv musi<\'—' The Times.” March
23rd. 19$4.
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DEATH OF THE REV. W. C. PEARSON.

RECTOR OF HENLEY, SUFFOLK.

We much regret to announce the death of the Rev. Wiilliam Cartel
Pearson, which took place suddenly on Tuesday, January T-3th.

Mr. Pearson, who had been Rector of Henley, near Ipswich, for
47 years and was 82 years old, lived alone. He was found by hj®
woman helper on her arrival in the morning at the foot of the
rectory stairs in a dying condition. He had a torch in his hand and
it is assumed that he collapsed as he was about to go'upstairs to
black-out

Mr. Pearson was a man of great determination. Although he had
a serious illness last summer, and was incapacitated for a time, he
recently walked from Henley to Ipswich and back, in compliance
with a wish he had expressed one of* the parishioners that befoiv
he died he proposed going the five miles between Henley and Ipswich
on foot

He carried out the full morning service at liis church on the Sunday
before his death™ and preached a sermon, although there was only a
small congregation.

Mr. Pearson was laid to rest on Saturday
himself at the foot of the steeple.

The Revs. C. W. Wordsworth (Rector of Coddenham), J. R. Chap-
man (Rector of Bedfield) and L. B. C. Newell (Rector of Claydon)
took part in the service, which included the hymns, ‘ Jesu, lover of
my soul *and *Abide with me,” the 23rd Psalm and the Nunc Dimittis.

The principal mourner® were -Commander Pearson (brother) and
Mr. H. S. Gotelee.

Before the service a course of Grandsire Caters was rung on hand-
bells by Messrs. C. E. Mec, Charles Mpe, C. J. Sedglev, E. Rivers
and F. Rolfe. There was a large congregation.

Mr. Pearson learned to ring in his early days, and when he went yp
to Cambridge in 1879 he, with the help of some friends, founded
the Clare Association of Ringers, which shortly after became the Cam-
bridge University Guild.

At Henley he restored the bells And completed the octave, and
very many peals in numerous and advanced methods were rung with
the help of the Ipswich men. Mr. Pearson rang 229 peals for the
Norwich Diocesan Association, but he did not approve of the changes
which led to the formation of the Suffolk Guild, and thereafter Henlev
bells and the Rector disappeared from peal records.

Mr. Pearson was for many years a diligent and successful collector
of books dealing with bells and ringing, and his collection of early
and rare works is unrivalled outside the British Museum. In some,
respects it is the finest of all, for while all the British Museum copies
have been rebound and *cut,” some of Mr. Pearson’s are in the original
bindings with uncut edges. He had also the copy of the ‘Tin-
tinnalogia,” which for long was supposed to be the only one extant.
Mr. E. H Lewis has now a rather better copy.

Some .years ago Mr. Pearson, referring to his books, wrote: ‘ The
“ Tintinna”~gia ” formerly belonging to Mr. Lukis is in my possession,
t have a nice clean and oerfect copy of Stedman’s “ Campanalogia,”
oubiished in 1677. In 1677 J. White published “ A Rich Cabinet With
a Variety of Inventions,” in which is an article on ringing crHtjbed
nore or less from the “ Tintinnalo”™ia.” White also published the
~ame article about 1700, under the title of “ Tintinnalogia.” | have
'n i»*ioerfect copy of this and a good copy of the former.

in a spot selected by

‘The “ Campanalogia” by J. D. and C. M. went through five
editions, 1702, 1705, 1733, 1753 and 1766, the last corrected by J.
Aonk. | have copies of all these five editions. | have copies of the
1788 “ Clavis,” one of the so-called second ediHon, and three of the
Miird | have two copies of Shipway’'s book, 1816, one of which is in

fhe original naoer boards with rough uncut edges. | have the first
ind fourth editions of Hubbard’'s book, 1845 and 1876. | have J. W.
Snowdon’s copy of B. ThackraVs book. 1 have two copies of Sottan-
-tall’s book, one of which was formerly J. WT. Snowdon’s and contains
a photo of the author published in 1874. Also “ The Bell News"”
reprints, and the later books by Snowdon, etc.; J. P. Powell's “ Sted-
enan Triples ” and Thompson's “ Grandsire.” Also | have all the
county volumes that have been published on bell inscriptions, etc.*

Mr." Pearson at one time owned a large and handsomely bound
manuscript, folio size. It is entitled, ‘ The Peal Book of the Union
‘Scholars of. Ncwoort, Isle of Wig-ht.' but actually is a collection of
miscellaneous records of earlv performances in different Darts of the
country. This volume Mr. Pearson presented to the British Museum.

From time time Mr. Pearson contributed articles on various
historical subiects to the paffes of *The Bell News.” They included
an account of Theodore Eocleston and a transcript of the book just
mentioned. He also published a little book giving a list of the rings
nf eio-ht, ten and twelve bells in the Eastern Counties with the
founders and weights.

ST. PATEHS 'TTINIJBWTr»GF WFI.LS,

The band at St. Peter’s, Tunbridge Wells, are among the many
who are doing what .thev can to tide over these difficult times and
keep the snirit of the Exercise alive. Under the inpoiration of fheir
caotain, Mr. B. Collison. they hold fortnightly Wednesday Dractices
with lashed clappers. They have now six fully qualified ringers, and
two others are in training. Two of the six qualified ringers are
women, and so is one of tne learners The other is the Rev. E. F.
Yorke. Vicar of St. Peter’s.
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THE BELLS OF FULHAM.

RUDHALL'S FAMOUS RING.

Among the bells in the metropolitan area none have
been better known or more loved than those of All Saints’,
Fulham. In recent years perhaps restrictions on ring-
ing have made them less familiar to ordinary ringers
than once they were, and opinions on bell tones and
qualities have much changed; but even now if the ques-
tion were asked which of ail the rings of London should
we most regret to lose, many would not hesitate to
answer, Fulham. | personally think that there is no
belfry throughout the length and breadth of the land
where musical requirements in peal ringihg are more
completely and pleasantly met than here.

When the first church at Fulham was built no one
knows. The present .fine building is modern and was
erected in 1881, but the tower, which it so completely
matches, dates from 1440. In the Edwardian inventory
of 1549 it is stated that there then were ‘' V greate belles
and a lyttell bell in the steple, and iij hande belles.” The
latter were sacring bells and, being no longer required,
were sold. There remained ' in the steple V greate
belles and a saunce Bell.’

During the seventeenth century the churchwardens’ ac-
counts contain many entries relating to repairs, which
are interesting as showing the cost of such things. In
1638 a set of,bell ropes cost 18s. 6d. Two years later
a set cost N1 2s. 6d. It rather looks as if in the first
instance the churchwardens had gone to the cheapest
market and had got rubbish for their pains. In 1649
Bastian, of Hammersmith, was paid 18s. for a new
clapper for the great bell, ‘ the owld one being unser-
viceable and indangering the bell’ In 1650 Robert
Turner, bellhanger, received 12s. 6d. * for taking
down and new hanging fower of the bells (the brasses,
googions and baldricks being decaied and worne out)
and for new casting the sd. brasses and googians and
adding to them five pounds more of mettall, and for new
baldricks and roolls and other worke appearing by bill.’

In that same year some soldiers had damaged one of
the bells, how it does not appear. Here is the entry:
4To him more (that is to Robert Turner) for taking
down and new hanging the second bell over throwne by
the Soldiers, and for locks and rayles, 6s. 8d.’ The
probability is that the soldiers having nothing better to
do, amused themselves with bell ringing, and not being
skilful ringeri, damaged the hanging. Something simi-
lar happened about the same time at Peterborough
Cathedral, where ' the neighbourhood was continually
disturbed by the soldiers jangling and ringing the bells
auker (backwards) as though there had been a scare-fire
(though there was no other but what themselves had
made).” So some of the inhabitants went by night and
took away the clappers and hid them in the roof of the
church.

The Fulham churchwardens’ accounts contain numer-
ous entries of payments for ringing. Usually it was for
some royal anniversary such as the King’'s birthday or
Coronation Day, or for some national event, such as Gun-
powder Treason Day, the signing of peace (at Utrecht)
or some naval or military victory, or it was on one of
the many occasions when the King passed by on his
wav to Hampton Court. Easter Day and Christmas
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Day were two of the occasions on which the bells were
rung.-

Time and again the vestry tried to restrict both the
amount of ringing, and the amount paid for it On
May 6th, 1672, it was decided *for ringing on Gun-
powder Treason, tenn shillings and no more. And on
the king’'s coronation tenn shillings, and on the king’s
birthday the like sum of ten shillings and not ‘to exceed
more in the p’teculars aforesaid.’

In 1731 the vestry decided that no more than ten
shillings should be paid on any day and that there should
be nine ringing days and no more.

In 1636 ten shillings had to be paid to ‘ the king's
footmen ' for not ringing; and in 1642, the year in which
the civil war broke out, although nine shillings was paid
on the king’s coronation day, it was ordered that it
was not to be allowed for tyme to come.’ The bells,
however, were still rung on the king’s birthday.

Fulham was one of the several places where the
ringers claimed the right to an annual supper. In some
cases there was an endowment; in others an ancient
custom. It usually took the form of a leg of pork, but
at Fulham it was a shoulder of veal, eaten on Easter
Tuesday. m The only survival of this once widely-spread
custom seems now to be in the Middlesex village of
Harfington.

In 1652.Fulham bells had fallen into a bad state of
repair. The parish elected as churchwarden a certain
Colonel George Langham, but he was anxious not to
serve and the matter was settled in this manner—* Coll.
George Langham did voluntarily give to the parish of
Fulham, on Fulham side, the somme of five pounds, and
the inhabitants did consent to execute the said Col. laing-
ham from all offices for the repaire of ye bells' wch are
now in decay.’ t

Mr. Thomas Crooke was elected in Langham’s stead
and he forthwith set about the restoration of the peal.
This was at the time of the Commonwealth and is one
more proof that bells and ringing were not then
neglected. The work was entrusted to Bryan Eldridge}
of Chertsey, and then happened a rather curious thing.
Crooke and his co-warden, or successor, John Shore-
croft, had entered into a bond with Eldridge ‘' in ye
penall sum of 120 li ' for the payment of the contract
amount of ~60. Crooke was supposed to have paid part
and Shorecroft to have discharged the balance, but
Eldridge did not return the boncl, disputing the pay-
ment. He sued Crooke, who had judgment passed
against him, and was himself taken in execution. He
appealed to the vestry and the minute book contains a
detailed account of the' matter.

According to him, when he paid Eldridge the latter
said that the bond was not then in his custody, but he
promised to deliver it up in a short time to be cancelled;
but nevertheless 1 ye said Eldridge putt ye aforesaide
bonds in suits, and although the said Thomas Crooke
made a legal defence and proof of ye aforesaid sums
paid yet judgement went against him.’

The vestry believed Crooke and”reimbursed him the
money, but we should like to have Bryan Eldridge’s ver-
sion of the matter. The Eldridges were a family of hell
founders who were held in high esteem, and the Original
sum may not have been paid.

Eldridge cast a peal of six, but by 1728 they had be-
come cracked and out of tune. ‘ At a Vestrv held ve
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24th day of July, Anno Domini 1728 pursuant to due
and legal notice for that purpose, it was unanimously
agreed and order'd that the whole peal of six bells be
recast, it appearing that the tenor was broken, the third
crack’d, and ye rest untunable, and that a' rate should
be made and levied at four pence in ye pound to defray

expense of casting and hanging ye said bells and other
necessary repairs in and about ye same.’

A leading man in the parish at this time was William
Skelton, a skilled ringer and a member of the Society of
College Youths. | have already told how his father
came to the notice of the Bishop of London by detecting
an attempt to poison the bishop, and how the latter edu-
cated him and set him up in life. William Skelton was
;in Oxford graduate and for many years held the office of
registrar to the Bishop of London, He now became the
prime mover in the scheme»to restore the church bells
and was the leading man in the committee-appointed to
deal with the matter.

The vestry found that the proposed rate of fourpence
was insufficient, so they raised it to eightpence, and if
that were not enough, to tenpence, but it seems this was
rescinded. The committee decided to instal eight bells
and applied to the Bishop for a faculty to recast the old
six and supply two trebles by voluntary subscription;
accordingly at the next vestny meeting Skelton, as regis-
trar, presented the parish with the ‘ Bps Licence Tor ye
new bells, which was read and thanks returned him.’

The response to the appeal for subscriptions does not
appear to have been very lively, and in the end Skelton,
who had made himself responsible for the money, had
to bear the bulk of the cost, and the vestry decided that
two bells should bear his name:

THE RINGING WORLD.

The order was given to Abraham Rudhall, of Glou-
cester, then at the height of his fame. It was the last
of the five rings he cast for London churches, the others
being St. Dunstan’s-in-the-East, 1702, St. George’s,
Southwark, 1718, St. Bride's, Fleet Street, 1710, and
St. Martin’s-in:the-Fields, 1726.

From Gloucester the bells were brought overland to
the Thames and then by water; and as the barge was
passing under the bridge at Oxford it sank. It was a
week before the bells could be hoisted out of the river,
but at length,-in January, 1730, they arrived at Fulham
none the worse for their adventure.

The supervision of the tuning was entrusted to John
Harrison, ,who is famous as the inventor of a clock for
determining the longitude at sea. For this he received
(though after long delay) the sum of ,£10,000 which
Parliament had offered for such an invention. He also
made other improvements in clocks and escapements.
‘ He had a musical ear and made experiments in sound
with a curious monochord of his own invention, from
which he constructed a new musical scale or mechanical
division of the octave aqcording to the proportions which
the radius and diameter of a circle have respectively to

the circumference.’
(To be continued.)

*COLLEGE YOUTHS'

A History of the Society
5/6 (po*t free) from
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BELFRY GOSSIP.

As Dartford is in the defence area, ringers attending the meeting
on January 31st should, if they are questioned, explain that they
ere attending a business meeting of the Kent County Association.

J The daily papers have reported.that Mr. Derek M. Sharp, a well-
I H E | known member oi the Crayford .(Kent) band, who is now a cadet in

America, bad an alarmiug and dramatic experience. He was flung
out of a plane while flying and saved himselr-Thy clinging to the tail
elevators. His friends will congratulate him on his marvellous escape.

W H I T E C H A P E L The many ringing friends of Mr. W. Honeyweod, of Mistley, will
regret to learn of the death of his wife at the age of 77. Mr. and
Mrs. Honeywood celebrated their golden wedding during 1941.
Fifty years ago to-day eight pea's were rung. They were : Minor 1,
B E L L F O U N D RY Grandsiri Triples 1, Caters 1 Stedman Triples 3, and Kent Treble
Bob Major 2.
Ten years ago to-day 26 peals were rung. They were: Stedman
Triples 1, Bob Major 2, Oxford Treble Bob Major 1, Spliced Treble

Bob Major 1, Double Norwich Court Bob Major 4 Superlative Surprise

Major 2, Belgravo 1, Cambridge 4, London 1, Bob Royal 1, Oxford
ESTABLISHED 1570 Treble Bob Royal 1, Doubles 2, and Minor 5.

The Norwich Scholars rang 7,126 changes ~pf Stedman Cinques at
Mancroft on January 18th, 1844. It was the longest length in the
method at the time, and, according to tradition, was a splendidly
struck performance.

The first peal definitely known to have been rung by the College
Youths was 5,060 Grandsire Cinques at St. Bride's, Fleet Street, on

January 19th, 1725. Matthew East called the bobs.
The Norwich Scholars rang the first peal of Double Norwich Court
Bob Maximus at St. Peter's, Maiicroft, on January 20th, 1817.

The College Youths rang the first peal of Stedman Triples on hand-
bells at the Whittington and Cat, Bethnal Green, on January 21st.

E ; I 1854,
A I N B A N K - Janies Motts, of Ipswich, died on January 21st, 1923, at the age of 63.
— , X £

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.

ANNUAL MEETING.
The annual meeting of *tho Barnsley and District Society was held
34 WH ITECHAPEL ROAD it the Royal Hotel, Barnsley, on Saturday, January 10th, and mem-
y bers were present from Cawtliorne, Eastwood, Felkirk, Hoylaodswaine,
Sandal, Sprotborough, Sheffield (St. Marie's) and Watli.
The business meeting was at 3.30 p.m., and the honorary president,
LON DON Canon W. E. Wilkinson, Rector of St. Mary’s, occupied the chair.
The balance sheet was very encouraging, as it showed that after a
year of difficulties and no tower bell ringing the society had a balance
E_I of £1 7s. 10d. On tho motion of Mr. Ford, seconded by Mr. Gill, the
auditors, it was adopted unanimously.
The secretary’s report stated that since the last annual meeting
ten monthly meetings and one committee meeting had been held, the
Telephone BIShOpSgate 2599 average attendance at the meetings being nine. Considering the small
number of handbell ringers in the society’'s area, thisWas fairly good.
Handbells had been ma'de good use of since the ban on tower bells.
Many subscriptions were outstanding, but this was chiefly due to the
annual shield contest not being held, for that brought together a lot
of members with whom the officials do not otherwise get into touch.
No dqubttliis will be put right when normal times return.
- It was very encouraging 10 the secretary to know that despite all
Fou nders Of the new rlng the difficulties the work of the society had been carried on. aud he
hoped that this would continue until the end of the war, when with
normal times the belfries would be full again”™ with the old keenness.
Of twe Ive for [ 4 The report was adopted.

Two new members were elected. The officials were all re-elected :
Mr. ly Brookes, Hoy'avdswaine, president; Mr. H. Chant, Felkirk.

Live rpOOI Cathed ral treasurer; Mr. D. Smith, Felkirk, secretary; Mr. C. Robinson, Caw-

thorne, and Mr. J. T. White, Felkirk, auditors.

AT

The Chairman mentioned that something ought to be done about
Tenor 82 CWt_ the handbells which are allowed to go to ruin in towers. It might
happen that some peals of handbells which are valuable might be
taken for salvage and so lost. He thought the society as a fiody
should assume responsibility and try to find out how many towers
possessed handbells and in what condition they were. If they were
not cared for they should try and arrange to collect them so that any
* tliat were good might be saved and any that were bad might be sent
to the founders as scrap. The suggestion was accepted and the
secretary was instructed to get into touSh with all the towers either
H AN D B E |_ LS B E L L RO PES through the ringers or the incumbents.

! ! It was thought bett to change the date of the meetings temporarily
M U FFLES and to arrange them as near to the full moon «6 possible during the
’ winter months. The February meeting will be on the 28th, and it

was agreed to accept an invitation to hold it at Wath-on-Dearne.
EtC, After the vote of thanks to the chairman for all he had done, the
members adjourned to the dining room, and after tea the handbells
were made good use of until 830 p.m. The methods rung were
Grandsire and Stednian Doubles, Plain and Treble Bob Minor, Grand-
sire and Stedman Triples, Bob Major, Plain and Little Bob Major

Spliced. Grnndsire Caters and Bob Royal.
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THE PROPOSED

SUGGESTION 4CATCHES ON.*
Views of Representative Ringers.

The suggestion, put forward in last wdfk’'s issue o!
The Ringing World,' that discussions might be carried
on in the torm of a meeting through our columns on sub-
jects of general interest in connection with ringing has
aroused considerable interest, and below we print some
representative views on the subject. The novelty of
‘ running a meeting * through 4The Ringing World ’
seems to have caught the fancy of many ringers, and we
shall be glad to have the views of other of our readers
on the subject.

MEANS OF MAINTAINING ACTIVE INTEREST.

Dear Sir,—Your correspondent’s *novel suggestion ' is a very in-
teresting one, and for ray part | cordially welcome it as a means of
maintaining active interest in our art and of promoting practical
preparation for*tbe undoubtedly difficult task awaiting us after the
war.

Allow me to make two suggestions. First there is the question of
a name for the movement. Clearly it would not constitute a ‘ Council.’
* Symposium ' would sound too highbrow : ‘ Ringers’ Brains Trust *
too ominously suggestive of the dialectical subtleties of the Methods
Committee and its critics.

| suggest that it- be known as the 4Ringers’ Conference.’

My other point is that, while all those taking part should be free
to express tneir views with perfect frankness and without reserve,
one and all should be required to treat their opponents with' the
utmost courtesy, and any tendency to undesirable personalities should
he rigidly and uncompromisingly excluded.

In conclusion, it seems to me that for purely practical reasons the
' president of tho conference ' must be none other than the Editor

/ F. LI. EDWARDS.

Kington Magna* Rectory.

SUPPORT FROM LEEDS.

Dear Sir,—I| was greatly interested in tho letter appearing in the
nirrent issue of *The Ringing World ' over the name of Mr. J. P.
Price. As a long standing and regular member of the Central Council,
one cannot but recognise all the difficulties facing the Council, both as

arranging of meetings, accommodation and travelling
facilities, which 1 am of opinion are likely to get more difficult in the
near futurfc.

At the same time one can quite see the essential point (which is
more obvjous than much correspondence that you are expected to
insert) that in the meantime it is of utmost importance to maintain
=ue interest of the Exercise in these trying and difficult times, and |
am of opinion that the suggestion of Mr. Price would form a valuable
nucleus to arouse interest ~pd enthusiasm. For my part, | would be
only too pleased to take part in any discussions that may be intro-
duced, if the proposals come to fruition, and to help in making the

scheme a succcss. PERCY J. JOHNSON.
Leeds.
AN EXCELLENT SUGGESTION.
Sir,—I read with interest the letter from J. P. Price m ‘The

Hinging Wor'd ' of January 16tli. It is an excellent suggestion and
°ne that should appeal to many members of the Exercise.

It is generally acknowledged that it is imDossible for the Central
>ouncil to meet in session during the war, for many reasons which
;>re obvious. At the same time, tribute should be paid to the secre-
tary, Mr. G. W. Fletcher, and others for their efforts, however un-
successful. in many directions in trying to remove the ban on church
MIringing.

Unfortunately, there are ringers who are always ready to criticise
generally under a ‘ nom-de-plume ' without making any effort tliem-
‘Wves to improve or put forward constructive proposals. | feel certain
Mr. Price’s letter will be read and studied with interest, and | welcome
the suggestion that views sent to the Editor of ‘' The Ringing World ’

G & F. COPE & CO.,

TOWER CLOCK
ESTIMATES SUBMITTED

THE RINGING WORLD.

‘RINGERS COUNCIL.

FOR NEW CLOCKS, CHIME ADDITIONS,

for publication must each be published in tbe sender’* own name
No doubt, sir, you'will be having the views of otHere, so that it. will
be Tpossible to get things moving as soon as possible. Personally,- |
am prepared to support Mr. Price’'s proposed nation that a small
commitee be formed immediately to consider artd report upon the
best- and quickest means of rehabilitating ringing when the war is
over. | feel sure, too, that your leading article of January 16th
onoourages the hope that you will assist in this ereellent work.
* * ALBERT WALKER.
Birmingham. R

COMPENSATION* FOR C.C. ACTIVITIES.

Dear Sir,—1 have read with very great interest the letter of Mr.
J. P. Price, and welcome most cordially the suggestion contained
therein. Isfeel very certain that there are many subjects that could

be profitably discussed ill your columns, and now, is the time for it to
bfe given afctrial through the means suggested.

In your Jbxcellent leader you say, ‘jNothing is better for a man’'s
outlook than to hear and study the views and opinions of others.’
With that | am certain we are in total agreement. There is no
keener member and supporter of the Central Council than myse'f, and
no one regrets more the impracticability of its holding, at present,
its meetings.

IT Mr. Price’s suggestion was put into practice it would compensate
in no, small way for the temporary cessation of the Central.Council’s
activities.

As you point out, ‘There arev obvious and serious difficulties to
contend with.” We agree with that. You also say ‘there are great
possibilities in the suggestion.” With that we also agree. | would
very much like to see the suggestion put into practice, and 1, for one,
can promise my wholehearted co-operation.

GEORGE R. NEWTON.

Liverpool.

OPPORTUNITY TO FIND HIDDEN TALENT.

Dear Sir,—I1 read with great interest your correspondent’s sugges-
tion that we.hold a Council meeting through the pages of ‘ The Ring-
ing World.” 1 think it is one of the brightest ideas we have had put
forward for some time, for not only will it help .to keep the interest
in ringing, it will also give the guilds aiid associations the chance to
study the form of possible future candidates and be a great help in
choosing future representatives to the Central Council.

Who knows! There may be a lot of hidden talent among the
younger generation, and | think this is a fine opportunity to bring
it out. R. RICHARDSON.

Surfleet, Lincs.

A CHANGE TOR THE CRITICS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The novel proposal suggested in the last issue of ' The
Ringing World ' appears to be worthy of much serious attention. It
has for some time been obvious that there is a great deal of -dis-
satisfaction amongst ringers at the present state of affairs, but very
few suggestions have been put forward which seem to be of a practical
nature. Most of the critics are merely critics of other people’s alleged
inactivity, and even tliose who can see ‘obvious advantages':in a
certain proposal, like the anonymous person whose letter appeared
on December 9th, can only call for ‘ somebody to do something.*

Now an opportunity occurs which will give everybody a chance to
put forward their own ideas for the welfare of ringing, both during
the period of the ban and after, and also to say something for or
against other people’s ideas. I, for one, therefore, welcome the
proposal. -k ,

There should, however, be no thought of interfering with the rights
of the Central Council or of the several associations; and no decision
taken should be in any way binding on those bodies, At the same
time, the Council and the association will no doubt be very glad to
have well expressed opinions of ringers, for guidance in the difficult
days ahead.

Further, the proposal that no anonymous contributions to the debate
should be admitted will provide an opportunity to ringers to find the
many new and capable young men who will be required after the
war to take up office in the associations and the Council.

C. T. COLES.

Highams Park.

NOTTINGHAM

MANUFACTURERS.
REPAIRS

OR REPAINTING CF DIALS.



STEDMAN TRIPLES.

MR. SLACK'S PEAL.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—As Mr. Slack mentions my name, perhaps you will allow
mo to say that, so far as X know, neither Bulwer cor Haywood ever
='“pressed any" public opinion about the ’possibility of obtaining a
ppal of Stedman Triples in two exactly similar parte and two singles,
what they may have said in private letters and correspondence |
have, pf course, no means of knowing.

Both of them had studied and understood tSie early multi-bob peals,
but they treated them as stages in the development of the composition
of the method which had become obsolete when Thurstans' peal
appeared, and 'neither would seem to have bo much as considered
whether the B Block plan was oapable of development and improve-
ment. For them peals of Stedman Triples meant twin-bob peals.
Now a twin-bob peal in two exactly similar part* is so obviously an
impossibility that they accepted the fact without comment, and there
was for them no problem in the matter. There certainly fas hot f«r
Heywood, for more tlian once he publicly stated that the only out-
standing problem in Stedman composition was a seven-part peal.
That Law James afterwards supplied® but whether it was the sort of
petal Heywood was thinking about I am not sure.

Thr. practical objeotions to peals composed of B Blocks are so
obvious that they have been almost entirely negleatfed. When | wrote
my book on Stedman there was not the slightest evidence that com-
posers considered a peal in two equal parts was a particularly desirable
thing to be aimed at. It was, | think, Mr. Srack who first mentioned
the thing in public, and the statement by the, anonymous writer
whom he calls * The Cross-Eyed Yokel' that it was impossible, was
obviously an attempt to draw him. Since it resulted in Mr. Slack's
poal we may not altogether regret the attempt.

The peal cannot be said to mark any particular stage in the develop-
ment of Stedman Triples composition, and has. little practical value,
but that does not, mean it has no terest as composition, Many
people witl hold #hat it M not world ringing, Re ene will fer a
minute seek to'belittle the merits of Mr. Slack in composing it, or
of Mr. Maurice Hibbert in calling it.

J. ARMIGER TROLLOPE.

Ealing, W.5.

THE MUSIC OF TRIPLES.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Whilst suspecting Dr. Slack made his statement re
musical properties of his peal in therein of ironic sarcasm permeating
the context, it always amuses me to hear of people talking of Trjples
peals as musical or otherwise, as this constantly occurs in ringers’ con-
versation. The only way | know to make any Triples composition
apparently musical is to have as many of the most musical changes
as possible at backstroke, where they are emphasised by the liand-
stroke pause, of which Messrs. Pitman and Parker have produced
good examples.

But there are only 5XM changes of Triples, and all have to be
rung good or bad, in any Triples method or composition, so if you
have jam in one place you have margarine in others! .When you
come to Major and upwards you can pick 5,000 changes from any
number between forty thousand and forty million, but not in Triples.

Personally, | have"never heard any bad triple changes in a well-
struck touch or peal, on bells of average musical quality (proba,bly
due to a defective musical education), and even so-called musical
changes are nothing if murdered.

I have been struck by the fact that chief opposition, or intolerance,
to peals of Triples, Stedman in particular, comes from ringers who
have a reputation on Major methods, often a good one. | quite
appreciate that all orthdodox peals of Major have at least three
observ ation bells, continuously, and another two for longer or shorter
periods, according to plan of composition, and can realise their diffi-
culty in sympathising with or understanding peals with'none. We
all have met, for instance, the experienced ringer of Stedman Cinques,
who affects to despise Doubles, because if he unfortunately gets en-
trapped in the latter he doesn’'t know how to make a single!

Mr. Keeble's naive suggestion that figures can ‘ always ' be obtained
from those who have them is goad. Who wants to keep writing out
half a peal of Stedman, for people to keep as a museum piece? It
was precisely to stop this that figures were sent to ' The Ringing
World." The necessity of this has been emphasised this week by
moven the composer’s admission that he now has no copy of figures.
Now, sir, that yeti- have had some destructive criticism oh the way
the peal was presented, how about a little article, under your own
uame, telling us how it should be arranged aud learnt? Everybody
will be interested in the correct way.

Finally will * A Member ' not be too hard on iffhese Bushey peoole,
please, and remember that it was a district meeting of the Herts
Association attended by members oi\tside the county. Even Bushey
people are human, or so they say!

In any case, they had the courage of their convictions and didn't
liide behind a nom-de-plume.

MAURICE P. R HIBBERT ,

THE RINGING WORLD.
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NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

MEETING AT ST. GILES'.

A most successful meeting was held at St. ~Giles’, Norwich, on
Saturday, January 10th. Various methods were rung during the after-
noon on the qjgnt bells, which seem to go as well as ever. The
service was conducted by the general secretary, ‘the Rev. A.'G. G-
Thurlow, and a most interesting address was given by the Vlcar of
St. Giles’, the Rev. D. E. Rae.

A splendld tea was provided in St. Giles’ Hall by certain ladies who
seem quite undaunted by war difficulties, and this was followed by
the business meeting. Mr. W. L. Duffield was in the chair, supported

by ringers from Adc, Attleborough, Bergh Apton Buxton, Diss.
THE CHURCH OF ST. GILES, NORWICH.
Forncett, Great Yarmouth, Long Stratton, Lowestoft, Mulbarton.

Norwich, Redenhall, Wymondham and Warsop (Notts). The general
secretary Vead a letter from his predecessor, Mr. Nolan Golden, and
another from Mrs. Smalls about her husband, who is a prisoner of
war in Germany. It was decided to make the next meeting the
annual general meeting, and to hold it at St. Peter’'s, Mancroft, on
the Saturday after Easter, April 11th.

<The general secretary’'s review of the past year's work showed that
keenness is well maintained, in spite of the difficulties. The five
meetings held had all been well attended. The financial position is
satisfactory, the smaller income being offset by smaller expenses than
usual. It was decided tg issue an annual report in a very much
abbreviated form. Members stood in silence as a tribute of respect
to the members who had passed away during the past year, including
the president. Canon Aubrey Aitken, Vicar of Great Yarmouth.

Votes of thanks were passed to the Vicar for the use of the bells
and the Parish Hall, and for Dreaching the sermon and playing the
organ at the service; to the ladies who had provided such a solendid
tea; and to the foreman of St. Giles’ tower for silencing the bells
(had lie been a policeman 30 years ago, during the suffragette move-
ment, he would probably have had to try silencing the belles as well).
A few courses on handbells brought a very liappy afternoon to a close.

INFORMATION ASKED FOR.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The loss to the Exercise by the death of so many of its
great and respected comnosers during recent years makes it all the
poorer. Very difficult will it b< to fill their places.

Some time ago Mr. J. A. Trollope gave some articles on methods
and proof which made interesting reading and study, from which
many of us were let into secrets we had not known before.

There are other men who appear to hold secrets, and | wonder if
they too could be nersuaded to reveal them to the Exercise through
the medium of ‘ The Ringing World,” and not leave it till thev have
passed to the nlace from whence no traveller returns. Recently wr
have heard a bit about Round BlocVs. Transpositions, etc. What does
it all mean? What is its usefulness and what does it-prove? Perhaps
with more detailed explanation we might begin to understand and
see through the darkness. The science of permutation is very
fascinating and gives the life to our ringing which otherwise would
become dull and moribund.

Thants to those who from time to time give lectures in their own
particular associations to add interest at the meetings.

Asliton-under-Lyne. W. W WOLSTENCROFT.
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ESSFX ASSOCIATION.

BLIND ORGANIST IS MADE RINGING MEMBER.

At the annual district meeting of the Northern Division at Booking
on. Saturday, January 10th, Mr. I. T. Chapman, A.R.C.O., who can
already ring Bob Minor, was elected a member. Altogether It mem-
bers attended the me ,tin°ffrom the seven following towers : Boreham,
Halstead, Earls Co'ne, Braintree, Dedham, Dunmow and Booking.
The ringers availed themselves of the handbells, and a fine course of
Bob Royal was rung just before the service, which was conducted by
the Dean, the Very Rev. E. Rogers. Mr. I. T. Chapman was at the
organ and during the singing of the last hymn a collection was taken
for the Bell Restoration Fund, and amounted to 8s. 6d.

The ringers then adjournecfrto the Church Hall, where tea was very
kindly provided by Mr. and Mrs. R. Suokling and ably served by Mrs.
Suckling.

The business meeting followed, with the District Master (Mr
Smith) in the chair.

The secretary (Miss H. G. Snowden) presented tlie annual report,
which showed that meetings had been held at Booking, Halstead
and Braintree with an average attendance of 12. Seven handbell
peals were rung, 3 of Bob Major, 2 Bob Royal and 1 Minor in four
methods, the conductors being C. W. Woolley 5, O. Broyd 1. Attempts
had been made throughout the year to keep the Exercise alive with
handbell practices, and the practice at Booking under the conductor-
ship of Mr. L. W. Wiffen had yielded two recruits. The report ended
with ar] appeal by the secretary to inembers to support the meetings
more

Mr. Ridgwell congratulated Miss Snowden on the report.
very difficult times he considered the report an excellent one.

Mr. L. W. Wiffen then toolf the chair during the election of the
District Master. Mr. Wiffen paid a tribute to the way Mr. Smith
had carried out the duties of Master during the past year, and hir
re-election was agreed to on the motion of Mr. F Ridgwell, seconded
by Mr. H. Hammond.

It was proposed by Mr. R. Suckling, seconded by Mr. F. Claydon,
that Miss H. G. Snowden be re-elected secretary for the ensuing
year.—Mr W. Keeble, in a letter he had written, expressed a wi%a
to associate his name with the re-election of the officers.

Both officers accorded their thanks to the members for their re-
election.

The two committee members, Mr. F. Ridgwell and Mr. F. Claydon,
were re-elected

The election of new members then took place, and the secretary
proposed Mr. I. T. Chapman, A.R.C.O., and Miss C. Chapman as
ringing members. Miss Snowden said that Mr. Chapman, in spite of
his tremendous handicap, had succeeded in the short space of three
months in ringing Bob Minor. The company had witnessed during
the afternoon the very creditable performance by both these new
and very enthusiastic recruits.—The proposition was seconded by Mr.
R. Suckling and carried unanimously.

Earls Colne was chosen as next place of meeting, which the secretary
said would be some time in April.

The District Master then proposed a vote of thanks to the Dean
for kindly conducting the service and for his'address, to Mr. Chapman
for playing the organ, and to Mr. and Mrs. Suckling for so kindly
providing the tea.

Several methods were rung on handbells,
Treble Bob Royal. \Y

H. \W.

In these

including a course of

LEAVING BKLLS UP.
A DANGEROtfS CUSTOM.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,-I-A. lew weeks ago one of your correspondents asked the
question whether it is right to leave bells up. He was thinking of
damage that might happen to the bells themselves, and he got a reply
from Mr John H. B. Hesse dealing fully with that point.

But | have been wondering why no one lies pointed out the danger
that might happen to any person who might go into the bell chamber
whether on business or curiosity, who did not understand how and
why bells are up. Such a person might easily push off a bell that
s<t lightly or even by leaning heavily on it break a defective stay.

| remember some years ago going into a tower'where one or two
bells were up. There were workmen just beginning to put some wire
netting over one of the windows, in front of which was one of these
raised bells. Thev,.were climbing about it and about to nut lip their
ladders on the frame. | asked them if they thought it safe, and tliev
seemed surprised wher”l told them that a very little would Dush thr

bell off, and if one of them slipped into the pit when it did so it
=would be very nasty for him.
They had only just begun their work’, and, of course. I took the

liberty of dropping the bell,
aoeident.

Bells should never be left up if there is any chance that strangers
may get among them. But did | not read somewhere in 1 The Ringing
World ' that the bells of one London church were left up during the
four years of the last warb "A VILLAGE RINGFR "’

but there might have been a nasty
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THE HERTFORDSHIRE RESOLUTIONS.

THE COUNCIL'S ACTIVITIES.
To the Editor.

Sir,—Apropos the letter from ‘A Member ' in your current issue,
this effusion, although written by an anonymous writer, needs, |
think, a reply. *

His remarks, however, in the second and third paragraphs are very
amusing and, | am sure, are certain to be of interest, insomuch that
we are assured that at the~first meeting of the Council after the war
the present members of the various committees will then offer to the
Council a report. One thing, hiwever, your correspondent has forgot-
ten, and that is that; this year all the members need re-electing.

We all know in this district that the Analysis Committee will bo
all right in tho very capable hands of Mrs. Fletcher, that the Methods
Committee meet every Sunday, and wc further know that several
committees have not met since they were appointed.

The whole thing is this. In June, 1940, the Ringing Exercise re-
ceived the greatest blow' to its activities in the whole of its history,
and in the opinion of this district the Standing Committee should
Irave met and discussed the matter in a broad light.

We know and appreciate the great services rendered to the Exercise
by the secretary of the Council, but I must assure your readers that
Mr. Fletcher is not the Central Council.

As the mover of the resolution at Busliey last November, | would
like to inform your readers that we do not expect the Council to meet
in session, but we do expect a little more life from the Standing
Committee. - -

.1 am fully aware that severaKof our friends will shout out about
heing on war work, and | can assure i-liese people at once that tho
»reat majority of the people who meet at Bushey on the last Saturday
m each month* are also on war work and also working long hours,
"or the benefit of * A Member ' these meetings start at 3 p.m. and
Inish at 11 p.m., and he will be made very welcome if he cares to
morne along.

Now | comp to his last paragraph. This calls tot drastic action.
Have we in this district ever said or hinted that we could run the
Central Council or ‘ The Ringing World ' better than the people who
are at the moment in charge of the foregoing two affairs? No, but
we assert the right to criticise the actions* of both of them at any
time, and further that any member of the said Central Council who
replies under the guise of a nom-de-plume is not fit to be a member
of the Central Council.

Regarding the remarks about Dr. Slack’s peal, I must inform him
at once that we in this district have already rung the peal, but we
are wanting to give him the chance touring and also to call the peal.

There is just one more point. My resolution with regard to tho
Central Council is only a matter for the Hertford County Association,
and while welcoming any critic, | resent a puerile attempt at cheap
wit and sarcasm by anyone. EBWIN JENNINGS.

Bushey.

SOMEBODY MUST ACT.

Dear Sir,—In replv to ‘' A Member's’ letter, | would like to point
out that it must be oDvicras to even him that the future of the Exercise
has got to be planned by somebody, and the most able body to do
that should be the Central Council. However, a solution to the
problem might*be found in the suggestion of a Ringers’ Council,
that remains to be seen.

The remarks passed by." A Member ' in the last part of his letter
show, to my mind, very bad taste. Nevertheless, | can assure him
that the capabilities of the Bushey people, being far in excess of his,
could manage the whole bag of tricks, as he"suggests.

Finally, it is my opinion that if ‘A Member’ is not good enough
to sign his name, he is not good enough to be a member at all.

RUSSELL G. SPEARS.

7. Glenwood Grove, N.W.9.

FATAL BELF-RY ACCIDENT.

AUSTRALIAN RINGER'S DEATH.

During the ringing at St. Philip’'s Church, Church Hill, Sydney,
Australia, on June 11th, Roy Herbert Henry Livett received injuries
from which lie died. .-

Evidence was given in the Coroner’'s Court that three men assisting
Livett to ring the bells saw him suddenly drawn to the belfry ceiling
>n the bell rope. He struck the ceiling, and then fell 20 feet to the
floor. One of his wrists and one of his feet were fractured.

The deceased’'s father said that the men had gone Jo St. Philip’s
Church to practise bellringing. Tile accident occurred after three
rounds on the bells had been rung.

My son was dazed after the fall,” said Livett. ‘ Later, he said
fv me: “ When it came to my turn on the fourth round | felt cllsay.
and | don’'t remember anything after that.” ’

Witness added that, his son was taken to Sydney Hospital, where
he received treatment and was allowed to go home. On the following
day he was advised to go back to the hospital, but he did not do so.
He developed pneumonia and pleurisy, and died on July 23rd.

The Acting City Coroner recorded a finding of accidental death



46

GRANDSIRE CATERS.

THE HISTORY OF THE METHOD.
By Edgar C. Shepherd.
(Continued from page 34.) _

In 1883 four members of the Birmingham Amalga-
mated Society rang 10,176 Grandsire Caters in hand.
According to Tom Miller's peal book it was 1 rung in'
first class style.’ Apparently thtese lively young men
were not regarded too favourably by the St. Martin's
Society. Mr. Miller has related how Henry Johnson
maintained that John Carter would never compose and
ring 10,000 Grandsire Major. Carter took up the chal-
lenge, and composed and conducted the peal. It is
significant that, of the witnesses, three were members of
the St. Martin’'s Societv and five were of the Amalga-
mated Society.

In December of the same year the Amalgamated
Society rang on handbells 6,137 Grandsire Caters, and
this remained the longest length of Grandsire Caters
until the 8,099 at New Cross in 1912. The figures of
the 6,137 may be found in the C.C. Collection, No. 63.

In 1888 the Oxford Diocesan Guild rang 13,247 Grand-
sire Caters at Appleton, and so beat the cecord estab-
lished at Painswick 71 years before. The peal was rung
in 8 hrs. 5 mins., and the band stood as follows: E.
Holifield treble, C. Hounslow 2, H. Baker 3, W. Bennett
4, Rev. F. E. Robinson 5 F. White 6, J. Avery 7, G.
Holifield 8, J. W. Washbrook 9, F. S. White tenor.
Composed and conducted by J. W. Washbrook.

The Rev. F. E. Robinson, in his book, 1 Among the
Bells,” speaks of the perfection of the.ringing, no word
except ' bob ’ being spoken for hours at a stretch.

The figures are given on pages 75 and 76 of Mr.
Robinson’s book, where they are rather -carelessly
printed. The length is given there as 13,265, and there
are other errors? The composition, after the first four
courses, is in five parts, each part having one bell be-
hind the 9th. It is in long courses, with calls on 78 or
89 throughout.

In the following year the Appleton performance was
superseded at Cheltenham by a mixed band drawn from
Birmingham, Sheffield and the local town. The peal
board reads: ' On Easter Monday, April 22Ad, 1889, Ten
Members of the above Association (i.e. the Gloucester
and Bristol Association) rang in this Tower a true peal
of Grandsire Caters 15,227 changes in 9 hours and 43
minutes. This peal supersedes all previous records in
any method on Ten Bells.

‘ Treble, F."'Musty, Cheltenham; 2nd, G. H. Phillpott,
Esqg., Cheltenham; 3rd, S. Reeves, Birmingham; 4th,
H. Roberts, Cheltenham; 5th, F. E. Ward, Esq., Chel-
tenham; 6th, C. H. Hattersley, Sheffield; 7th, J. Plant,
Birmingham; 8th, W. T. Pates, Cheltenham; 9th,, T.
Reynolds, Birmingham; Tenor, A. W. Humphris, Chel-
tenham. Composed by Mr. HenVy Johnson, of Birming-
ham, and conducted by W. T. Pates. Mr. J. Belcher-,
Umpire.’

When Mr. William Dyer very kindly sent this in-
formation and the figures in April, 1941, the only sur-
viving member of the band was Mr. Humphris, who was
then still an active service ringer. The conductor, Mr.
W. T. Pates, had never called a bob or single in Grand-
sire before starting for the peal!

The composition is in four parts. The first part has
789 in the Plain Course position and is a mixture of long
and short courses. The second part turns the bells into
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the Tittums'and thenceforward all courses are called
2, 3,,0or 1, 2, 3. This part is three times repeated, pro-
ducing 42563, from which the bells are brought round in
the usual way. There are only two Singles (in Parts
2 and 4), and these splice in a ~arge round block of
Tittum rows.

On Jan. 8th, 1900, Mr. G. E. Symonds called 5,003
Grandsire Caters on handbells for the College Youths,
and in 1902 the ‘ heaviest ' peal in the method was rung
at Exeter (tenor 72 cwt.). * .

On July 7th, 1912, the Kent Association set up a hand-
bell record that has not yet been broken. Five members
rang John Nelms' 8,099 "Grandsire Caters at New
Cross, London, in 4 hours, 17 minutes. The ringers
were: Miss Elsie Bennett 1-2, William Shepherd 3-4,
Arthur Shepherd 5-6, Frank I|. Hairs 7-8, Frank Bennett
9-10. Conducted by William Shepherd. The figures of
the peal are given in No. 21, C.C. Collection. The peal
was the longest length by all except the brothers Shep-
herd, who, it will be recollected, were associated with
Alfred H. Pulling, Frank Blondell and James Hunt in
the 19,738 Stedman Caters on handbells in the August
of the same year.

On May 2nd, 1914, ten veteran ringers met at Aston
Parish Church, Birmingham, and rang 5,003" Grandsire
-CaterS. They were : John Carter, Birmingham; Reuben
Hall, West Bromwich; John Smith, Tipton; John Brad-
ney, Wolverhampton J James George, Rugby; James
Jones, Birmingham; Samuel Spittle, Dudley; William R.
Small, Tipton ; Thomas Horton, West Bromwich; John
Sanders, Birmingham.

Their total yearsVere 653 years 10 months.

This survey of the history of the method may fittingly
conclude with an account of the record length rung in
1932. *‘ Oxford Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers.
Appleton, Berks. On December 27th, 1932, in 9 hrs.
and 20 minutes, at the Church of St. Lawrence. A peal
of Grandsire Caters, 16,271 changes, tenor 14 cwt. 2
grs. 19 Ibs. Cuthbert G. White Treble, William Sim-
monds 2, Frank Taylor 3, Richard A. Post 4, Walter F.
Judge 5, R. Thomas Newman 6, F. Donald Boreham 7,
George Holifield 8, Richard White 9, Frederick White
Tenor. Composed by G. Holifield, sen. Conducted by
G. Holifield, jun.

A NATION Al ASSOCIATION.
WHAT IS THE GOOD OF ITP
To the Kditor.

Sir,—Surely Mr. Harris realises that even we older ones were youn;;
once, and my experience of over thirty years mixing with boys on
the unofficial side has taught me that times may change, but human
nature remains the same.

What is behind the idea of a National Association? Let us be
candid. Finance. | am willing to admit when we were young no one
‘ooked with relish on paying a subscription to an association after the
expense of travelling mile9. But as we get about we realise that if
me are granted permission to attempt a peal that is a privilege. Let
no one think they have a right; they have not. Even in our own
towers it is a favour from the rector or vicar. This is a free country,
there is no oomnulsion to join, and if anyone considers he cannot
support the local association as a slight return for the privilege then
'“t him'stay away.

The main thing, in mv view, against the suggestion is that our
Exercise is not a snort, but a church organisation. The whole trend
now is to solit up these big dioceses into smaller ones for workable
m(Tort. Wftat would our own Guildford diocesan authorities say if it
was suggested they should close down and join a national (imild? |
certainly cannot see the county associations jumping at the idea.
Tust fancy all the counties in the Midlands breaking up to join one
big association. If they did. then they would still have to split up
into districts, and what would be the gain?

As Mr. Hughes asked this week, will it improve ringing? No, tlial
is the one view we want to keep in mind witn new suggestions.

The Grammar School, Guildford. A. H. PTTLLING.
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NOTICES

THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted
under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN
MONDAY, i

' The Ringing World ' can Be sent direct by post from
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

All communications should be sent to The Editorial

O ffice of *The Ringing W orild,” Lower Pvrford
Road, W oking, Surrey.
SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Annual meeting,

St. Chad’s, Shrewsbury, Jan. 24th.  Handbells, service
and business meeting.—W. A. Farmer, Hon. Sec.
MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Leicester
District.—The annual meeting will be held at Leicester
on Jan. 24th. Ringing (silent) from 3 p.m. till 5 p.m.
at St. John’s. Tea at the Cathedral Church House 6.30
p.m. at about Is. 9d. each, followed by a meeting. After-
wards there will be a social evening at the Globe Hotel,

near the Cathedral.—H. W . Perkins, Hon. Dis. Sec.,
53, Landseer Road, Leicester.
MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. — Derby

District.— The annual meeting will be held at St. Peter’s
Parochial Hall, Derby, on Saturday, Jan. 24th. Hand-
bells available 3 p.m. Business meeting for election of
officers 4 p.m. Will all towers please send representa-
tives?—Wm. Lancaster, Hon. Sec., 83, Albert Road,
Chaddesden, Derby.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.—Northern Branch,

(lainsborough District. — The annual meeting will be
held on Saturday, Jan. 24th, in All Saints’ Ringing
Chamber, Gainsborough. Service 5.30 p.m. Business

meeting 6 p.m.* Ringing up to 9 p.m. on handbells and
6 clapperless tower bells.—Geo. L. A. Lunn, Hon. Sec.,
248, Lea Road, Gainsborough.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.—
The next meeting will be held on "aturdav, January 31s',
at the Bell Foundry, Whitechapel Road, E.7, at 3 p.m.
The payment of Is. 8d. to enable those members who
have not attended the required number of meetings to
vote on matters of finance is now due.—A. B. Peck, Hon.
Sec., 1, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Eastern District.—
lhe district annual general meeting will be held at
'C helmsford Cathedral on Saturday, Jan. 31st. Eight
Mlent bells available. Business meeting in the belfry at
«'45. Service at 4.30. It is regretted that arrange-
ments for tea cannot be made, but efforts are, being made
*0 engage a room for the evening for a social chat and
handbell ringing at which all ringers and their friends
are welcome.— H. W. Shadrack, Hon. Dis. Sec., 48,
Arbour Lane, Chelmsford.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Lewisham Dis-
trict. — The quarterly meeting will be held at Holy
Trinity, Dartford, on Saturday, Jan. 31st. Tower open
for handbell ringing at 3 p.m. Tea, at the kind invita-
tion of the local ringers, at 4.45 p.m. Business .meeting
to follow. Members requiring tea must notify Mr. R.
A. Jenkins, Cosette, 76, Brent Lane, Dartford, not
later fthan Tuesday, Jan. 27th. Subscriptions are now
due and should be paid at this meeting. — A. G. Hill,
Hon. Dis. Sec., temporary address: 53, Hengist Road,
Erith, Kent.

THE RINGING WORLD. 47

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD— Welling,
borough District.—The branch annual meeting will be
held at Irthlingborough on Saturday, Jan. 31st. Ser-
vice at 4.30, followed by tea in Co-operative Hall, Queen
Street. Please come for ‘ old times sake,” but let’ me
know early and bring your sugar. Handbells available.
—A. Bigley, Hon. Branch Sec., 30, Allen Road, Irth-
lingborough.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Meeting
at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey, Saturday, Jan.

31st* Handbells from 3 p.m. Tea and meeting 5 p.m.
All welcome. — H. G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel Avenue,
Watford.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—The annual general
meeting of the Association will be held at the Leeds and
County Conservative Club, South Parade, Leeds, on
Saturday, Jan. 31lst, at 3 p.m. prompt. Unfortunately,
it has not been found possible to make arrangements for
tea, but an announcement regarding this matter will be
made at the meeting. A social evening will take place
on the same premises at 6.30 p.m., for which the small
charge of Is. per head will be made to cover expenses.
All members are cordially invited. Subscriptions are
now due and reports will be available at this meeting.—
Leslie W. G. Morris, Hon. Gen. Sec., 65, Lilyeroft Road,
Heaton, Bradford.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—South-Western District.—
The annual district meeting will be held at Romford on
Saturday, Jan. 31st. Service at 4 p.m. Business meet-

ing to follow. Handbells available. All ringers wel-
come. — J. H. Champion, Hon. Sec., 14, Wellesley
Road, Wanstead, E.lIl.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD. — Dorchester

Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at.St. Peter’s,
Dorchester, on Saturday, Jan. 31st. Handbells in the
church from 2.30 p.m. (It is hoped the silent apparatus
will also be ready.) Service at 4, followed by tea and
business meeting at Major's Cafe—opposite the church.
Kindly notify for tea by Tuesday, 27th inst.—C. H. Jen-
nings, Hon. Sec., 59, Portland Road, Wyke Regis,
Weymouth.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.— Daventry
Branch.—The annual meeting will be held at Staverton
on Saturday, Jan. 31st. Silent and handbeil ringing.
Kindly notify me for tea and bring your own sugar.—
W. C. Moore, 5, William’s Terrace, Daventry,
Northants.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD. — A
meeting will be held at Wadhurst on Saturday, Feb. 7th.
Handbells and six silent tower bells. Tea for those who
notify by Feb. 4th,—C. A. Bassett, Hon Sec., 3, Pen-
drill Place, Wadhurst, Tunbridge Wells.

DEATHS.
CLARKE. — At St. Peter's Hospital, Bedford, on
Friday, Jan. 9th, 1942, Charles William Clarke
(* Charlie ). Interred at Ourtdle, Northants, Jan. 12th.

POTHECARY.—On Tuesday, Jan. 13th, 1942, after
prolonged suffering, May Elizabeth, wife of C.
Pothecary, 73, Fernlea Road,. Mitcham, Surrey.

HANDBEI LS W'NTED.
WANTED, good set of Handbells; ) to 3 octaves;
chromatic.—H. Halford, 4, All Saints’ Road, Chelten-
ham.
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The Central Council Publications

TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE
* from the
Rot. E. 8. POWELL, Staverton Vicarage, Daventry

COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B.
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF
BELLS
METHOD SHEETS.—Cambridge Surprise Major
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court

' Bristol Surprise Major
HINTS TO INSTRUCTOBS AND BEGINNERS
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION

'‘COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New
Edition)

The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.
'ROPE-SIGHT," Is. 10d.; ninth edition; 150 pages;
commencing on three bells.
' GRANDSIRE ' 2s. 10d.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.
STANDARD METHODS, ninth edition, 2s. 10d. *

'STEDMAN, 2s. 10d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

‘TREBLE BOB," Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
SURPRISE METHODS, 2s. 10d. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P.

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams, 128 pages.

treat* Plain Bob

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
M iss MARGARET E, SNOWDON

Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulverston, Lancs

PUBLICATIONS.

‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply
Explained,” 9th thousand, 6]d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen,
post free- By I. Roe and M. Broorrife, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,” 2nd
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
address as above.

' CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR, for those
about to begin more advanced methods. 7id. each,
(is; 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

THE RINGERS® HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL.
Containing fulT and complete instruction from the first handling
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire,
Stedman. Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.
Large selection of Compositions included.

Price;— Comnlete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2/9
(6 copies for 15/-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp.,
1/2 (6 copiss for 6/-).

OMsIm U* only post fre« from Rev. E. S. POWELL,
Itavcrton Vloarage, near Daventry.
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‘THE WORLD'S BEST BEILROPES*

NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND HON STRETCHING
Eat. 1830 Tel. 2*00

JOHN PRHCHARD(Rnglid
LOUGHBOROUGH

Oihmp your Boll Ropes now, before prices increase,
pre-war quality, and send us your old Bell Ropes
for repairs whilst not in usei

Clock and Cbiming Ropes
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING MATS AND BELL MUFFLERS

Suitable for Presentation or
Wedding Gift

Correctly MicHed BELL IMKSTAKD in Solid Silwr
Diameter 2iin 2Jin. 8iin. 3lin. 4in. <iin. ->iu; Htn
Prioe 18/6 22/8 28/8 33/8 42/- 82/8 87,8 78 8

The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 ciKarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELLammMn

Telephone 276 il TVG

SMITH of DERBY

for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven

Makers of many famous clocks, in-
cluding St. Paul's Cathedral, London,
and throughout the world.

John Smith A Sons Midland Clook Works,
erby, Ltd.

Head Offloe and Works, Queen St., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 45589 Grams. CLOCKS. DfcRBY

Send for Booklet. RxtimatP-x and Advice Free

Ltd..
Ltd.,

Guild-
Breams

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press,
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co.,
Buildings, London, E.C.4.



No. 1,610. Yol. XXXYII.

GILLETT
&

JOHNSTON v+

CROYDON

Founders of the

HEAVIEST BELLS
Cast in England

and Carillons of the
BRITISH EMPIRE

in
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S. AFRICA
NEW ZEALAND
.
Telephone

Thornton Heath 3221-2-3 and 3120
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ANONYMITY.

One of the most encouraging things for ringers in these
sombre and difficult days is the correspondence which has
taken place in our columns. We. have received and
printed a large number of letters dealing with a great
variety of subjects and written by men from all parts of
the country. These letters not only show that the
writers are doing what they can to keep their own interest
in our art alive until the better times come, but they help
in no small degree to keep alive the interest in other
people. The man who writes on some subject is not only
amusing himself but he is doing good to others, and we
welcome correspondence on any matter which may be
helpful or of interest to ringers.

Nor do we make any distinctions between the writers.
All alike are Welcome. Many, in fact, are old and valued
friends whose opinions carry weight with the Exercise,
whatever they say. Others are newcomers antf compara-
tively unknown. And others still prefer to hide their
identity behind a nom-de-plume and withhold their names.

This lattei*thing seems to be to some of our readers a
stumbling-block. They do not like anonymous letters.
They think there is something underhanded about them,
and they hold that if a man has something to say he
should say it over his own name, or else hold his peace.

Of course, there is a sense in which anonymous letters
are an unmitigated evil. The man who from behind the
smoke screen of anonymity unfairly attacks another is
universally and justly condemned as a despicable charac-
ter, and it is undoubtedly true that anonymous letters of
that sort have brought all anonymous letters into verv
bad odour with many people.

But the abuse of a thing must not blind -us to its
legitimate uses, and the anonymous letter has its recog-
nised position in English journalism. From ' The Times '’
downwards all the great newspapers print letters over
nom-de-plumes, and the higher the standing of the papei
the more perhaps it does so. There was a time well
within memory when it was quite the exception for letters
and articles in newspapers and reviews to be signed, and
even great statesmen and leading public men said what
they had to say without putting, their names to it.

If therefore a man when he writes to us prefers to re-
main anonymous, he has in most circumstances a perfect
right to do so, and no one should try to impugn his right.
He may have very good reasons for not signing his name.
He may prefer that what he says should be considered
objectively and free from personal considerations. He
may wish not to be publicly identified with opinions which

he knows are objected to by his friends. He may not care
= (Continued on page SO.)
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to advertise his own personality. And generally ironical
and leg-pulling letters are unsigned.

All these are valid reasons, but, of course, there arc
rules and limits to be observed. The anonymous writer
must play the game fairly and not try to deceive other
people. To decide where the line must be drawn is, ol
course, one of an editor’s functions.

We do not, then, intend to discourage anonymous
letters to ‘ The Ringing World," but the case will be en-
tirely different if the proposed scheme for a Ringers’
Council in our pages takes effect. Then the idea will be
to reproduce as far as possible the conditions which ob-
tain at a confetence where people are present in the body.
At such a meeting a speaker cannot pretend to be any-
thing but himself, nor can he divorce his opinions from
his own personality. It will be necessary, not only for
the ‘ speaker’s ' name to be published in the report, but
he must also supply the name of his tower. In some
respects this will be an excellent thing for, as has been
pointed out, it may be the means of bringing forward
some young and as yet unknown men who will be able
to carry on in the future the direction and leadership of
the Exercise when those to whom at present we look for
guidance are no longer present.

HANDBELL PEAL.

ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX.
THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON
DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Thursday, January 22, 1942, in Two Hours and Forty-Five Minutes,
At 45, W alsingbam Road,
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB ROYAL, 5000 CHANGES;
Tenor size 16J in B flat.
“Mrs.Jobn Thomas i-2 lJobn Thomas .
Georgs W, Fletcher 3-4 jMrs. G. W. Fletcher
Ernest C. S. Tornbr . 9-10
Composed by A. Knights. Conducted by Ernest C. S. Turner.
* First peal of Treble Bob Royal.

5-6
7-8

OCTOGENARIAN DEFIES SNOW

A happy little gathering took place at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Munday at Liss, Hants, recently. It was another ‘variation’ of
tJdie regular Saturday afternoon liandbell practices winch originated
in Guildford. On this occasion Messrs. Pulling and Hazelden, of
Guildford, and Ayliffe, of Haslemere, were joined by Messrs. G.
Williams (Master) and F. W. Rogers (secretary), of the Winchester
and Portsmouth Guild. A number of touches were rung on hand-
bells, aud Mr. and Mrs. Munday’s sumptuous tea was much enjoyed.

One of the most amazing things was the presence of Mr. Williams,
who had had to travel from Eastleigh. The country was snow covered,
but. this did not keep the 84-year-ola Master from fulfilling his engage-
ment. His vitality is amazing.

We wonder if he recalls a tramp through almost a blizzard from
Hayward's Heath Station to Cuckfield, in the old Sussex days, on a
Saturday in January, 1897? The -weather caused one absentee, but
the other seven went on in faith, and, finding a local treble man,
who afterwards became well known in ringing, rang a peal of Super-
lative, and then had.to walk back! That night Keith Hart collected
his 100th peal.

AN IPSWICH RINGER'S RECORD.

To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—When visiting Ipswich this New Year, | went to St.
Mary-le-Tower belfry, where they meet fer handbell practice on Sun-
day mornings, 10 till 11.30, and heard the following mentioned.

Mr. W. P. Garratt is the only ringer who has rung 100 peals of
Maximus, and also he is the only ringer who rang in all the first
peals of Surprise Maximus by this talented company of ringers.

Having known Mr. Garratt for nearly 56 years, | am pleased to
bring this achievement forward, a9 personally I think it is well worthy'
to be published in your valuable paper. R. W. STANNARD.

153, Beccles Drive, Bocking.
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THE BELLS OF FULHAM.

RUDHALL'S FAMOUS RING.
(Continued from page 41.)

The opening of Fulham bells was made an occasion*of
much rejoicing among the townsfolk, and leading ringers
took part—probably the College Youths, and certainly
the London Scholars, then nearing the end of their dis-
tinguished career.

Several professors of music listened to the ringing,
some of the company went along the towing path on the
Putney side of the river, others along the Bishop’'s Walk,
and others to different parts of the town where they could
best hear the bells. It was characteristic of the times
that there was no religious service in the church and no
dedication of the bells, but afterwards a dinner was held
at the King's Arms, where the opinion was freely ex-
pressed that for its weight the peal was one of the best
in England.,

Since then ten generations of ringers have endorsed
that opinion. Even those who have little good to say
about bells which are not cast and tuned in the modern
style, will usually make an exception in favour of the
Fulham ring. The older and more unsophisticated
opinion is given by J. T. Smith in his ‘ Book for a
Rainy Day ' (Smith died in 1833)—' Next evening away
I truged to take water with George Heath at Strand
Lane. “ | find the Swan to be ybur usual sign on the
river,” said I. “ Why, yes,” replied George, “ | don't
know what a coach, or a wa?oon and horses or the high

mettled racer have to do with our river. Bells—now
bells—we might have bells, because the Thames is so
famous for bells.” “ You like bells, then?” “ | was
a famous ringer in my youth at St. Mary’s, Ovaries.

They are beautiful bells, but of all the bells give me
Fulham. St. Margaret's are fine bells, and so are St.
Blartin’s™ but, after all, Fulham for my money.” ’

George Heath, the waterman, was a well-known char-
acter at the time and the original of a popular theatrical
sketch. His claim to have been a iamous ringer in his
youth was perhaps a bit of pardonable exaggeration, but
he was for some years one of a number of ringers who
without ever getting into the really leading bands were
active among the London belfries. It was he who gave
to the ancient Society of College Youths the book which
was damaged in the fire raid arid about which Mr. E. A.
Young wrote in ‘ The Ringing World.’ ,

Heath rang one College Youths peal, not with the
men from headquarters, but with a band made up from
the villages of Middlesex. It was in 1791 at Battersea
and one of Union Triples. He also took part about the
same time in another interesting performance, a peal of
Oxford Treble Bob upon St. George's Day by eight
men all named George. The attempt was made first at
St. George’s-in-the-Borough, but -after rotten ropes hrfd
caused a breakdown the band adjourned to St. Qlave’s,
Tooley Street, and rang the peal there. The elder
George Gross was the conductor and this was probably
the first name peal ever rung. It was a non-society per-
formance and no board was put up to ‘record it. It
would have been clean forgotten, but that George Heath,
who was a genial chatty soft of person, loved to talk in
his old age about \\hat he had done in his youth.

The old man was quite right when he claimed that
the Thames is famous for its bells. It is remarkable
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how many well-known towers stand on its banks or
within a few score yards. Leaving aside the towers of

Oxford and many others upstream, Twickenham,
Isleworth, Brentford, Mortlake, Chiswick," Batter-
sea, Fulham, Putney, Lambeth, St. Saviour's, St.

Magnus’, St. Qlave’s, Rotherhithe,,and Greenwich are
all on the river bank, and there are a dozeh or so others
very close. St. Olave’'s and its bells were destroyed by
fire.

William Skelton was a member of the Society of
College Youths, and it was only natural that he should
invite them to ring the first peal on Fulham’s new bells.
They did so on August 24th, 1730, ringing a peal of
Bob Major.

The bahd was an interesting one. At the time the*
rivalry which existed between Benjamin Annable and
John Cundell had led to the temporary exclusion of’ the
former from the society’s peal ringing band. Cundell
called the peal at Fulham from the tenor, and his friend,
John Hardham, the celebrated tobacconist of Fleet
Street, rang the treble. Laughton rang the second; and
William Thompson, who had left the College Youths
for the London Scholars, came back for this peal, per-
haps because Annable was not in it.

A local band was formed in the parish, but we have
no account of any fearly peals, and the next we know of
in the steeple was also by the College Youths. It waS
one of Union Triples on July 16th, 1733, and Annable
conducted. Hardham rang the tenor

By January, 1736, the local men, who called them-
selves the Fulham Youths, were far advanced enough to
rang 10,080 changes of. Bob Major. It was the fifth
peal that so far had been rung of over ten thousand
changes, and was a notable performance; so r&uch so
that we must suppose that they had already rung shorter,
peals now forgotten. The name of none of the band
appears elsewhere, but among them were two men of the
name of Hudnott, a family which supplied several ringers
during the eighteenth century.

For many years a member of the family held the office
of beadle and sexton to the parish, and ehat carried with
it the control of the bells and ringing. In the belfry
there is a large oil painting of an elderly man in a red
coat, holding a quart pot in one hand and smoking a
long churchwarden pipe. It represents John Hudnott,
who was beadle in 1690, and since his portrait was
painted, evidently an important person in the parish.
Who the painter was and what are the artistic merits of
the painting | cannot 8ay. It is hung high on the wall
and needs cleaning.

The College Youths rang Double Bob Major at Ful-
ham in 1739 and the Eastern Scholars the same method
in 1740. The Union Scholars rang Bob Major in 1739
and in 1741; and the Eastern Scholars Oxford Treble
Bob Major in 1741.

Fulham bells were increased to ten in 1746, and through
the generosity of Theodore Eccleston and William Skel-
ton. The details of the transaction are somewhat ob-
scure, but what happened appears to be this. Eccleston,
who was a wealthy young man and a keen ringer, lived
at Mortlake, and also had an estate in Suffolk. In that
county he gave a ring of eight bells to Coddenham and
one of ten to Stonham Aspal, and at Mortlake in 1741 he

added two trebles to the old six.
(Continued on next page.)
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THE BELLS OF FULHAM.
(Continued from previous page.)

Five years- later he married and (it may be to celebrate
the event) he decided to increase the bells at Mortlake
further, and make them into a ring of ten, besides re-
placing the two Robert Catlin had supplied in 1741. The
bells were supplied, but when an attempt was made to
hang them it was found that there was no room in the
steeple. It seems a rather curious story, for one would
have thought the bellhangers would have known all along
if the bells could be hung. The story depends-on a very
vague tradition, but the known facts corroborate it.

Since the two smallest bells could not be hung at Mort-
lake, Eccleston offered them to Fulham, which is not far
away on the other side of the river; William Skelton
undertook to pay the cost of hanging, and on January
29th, 1746, the vestry decided to accept the gift, on the
understanding that the parish should be at no expense
whatever for the same or any part thereof.

The bells were opened in March, and on the 16th the
College Youths rang 5,076 changes of Grandsire Caters.
Benjamin Annable conducted from the second and called
his well-known 5,076, the figures of which were given by
Mr. Edgar Shepherd in ‘ The Ringing World ' of Oc-
tober 31st last. It was the first time the peal was rung.
A fortnight later the Eastern Scholars, with Joseph Prior
as conductor, rang 5,886 changes in the same method.

The tenors at Mortlake and Fulham are much the same
note, and it was probably hoped tfcit the trebles cast for
one steeple would fit into the other with a little tuning,
but it soon became apparent that the new bells were not
good enough but Rudhall's bells, and it was decided to
recast them. On May 26th the vestry ‘' agreed that the
churchwardens do deliver the new small bells to Mr.
Robert Catlin, the bell founder, to be new cast, Mr.
Theodore Eccleston by letter having desired the same,
and Mr. Holland having engaged to deliver the same
with 71 convenient speed as the property of the parish.”
Holland was one of the ringers and had rung the seventh
to the long peals.

Catlin’s recast bells were not a great success, and in
1760 they were exchanged for two others which had been
the trebles at St. Martin-in-the-Fields. They, too, had
been a failure there, but in their new home were a com-
plete success. One is still in the steeple and has the
peculiar distinction of being the orjly one in a family of
ten that has taken part in a peal of Cinques.

For a time after 1746 we have rto account of any peals
on Fulham bells, but probably some -were rung by the
local menj including one of Fulham Triples. In 1754 the
Union Scholars rang Bob Major, and in 1756 the Eastern
Scholars 5,040 Bob Major Royal, otherwise Ten-in. The
latter was called by Richard Royce, who, though he is
now forgotten, was for a short time a leading composer
and conductor.

Jn 1759 George Pa'rtrick, the founder and first Master
of the Society of Cumberland Youths, left his old friends
and went for a time to the ancient Society of College
Youths, and on July 17th he called for them at Fulham
the first peal of Grandsire Caters ever brought round at
hand. Francis Roberts was the first man to find out the
way to bring Grandsire Caters round at hand, but when
he called a peal in the method at Fulham in 1761 it was
an ordinary round-at-back composition. The third in this
peal was rung by William Skelton, the son of the man we
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have been talking about, and the thirdof the name. Like
his father and grandfather, he was an ecclesiastical law-
yer, a proctor in the Court of Arches.

The first ten thousand of Caters on the bells was rung
by the ancient Society of College Youths on March 29th,
1762. William Underwood conducted, the elder Samuel
Muggeridge rang the tenor, and Christopher Wells the.
fifth The performance is not recorded in the College
Youths' peal book.

In 1776 'Charles Purser composed and called with a
band of College Youths 5,040 change”™ of Oxford Treble
Bob Royal with the sixth the extent right and wrong..
All Purser’s, figures are lost, and perhaps their truth is
yery doubtful.

What seems to have been the first peal of Grandsire
Royal ever rung was accomplished at Fulham on Novem-
ber 26th, 1780; when John Povey called for the College
Youths 5.360 changes of Grandsire Tittum Ten-in; and
the only peal of Bob Caters in London was called for the
same society at Fulham in 1783 by Edward Simmonds.
The other eighteenth-century performances in the steeple
are of no particular interest.

The Junior Society of College,Youths was founded in
1820, and on May 20th they rang at Fulham,their first
peal, one of Grandsire Caters conducted by Henry
Svmondson.

The longest peal on Fulham bells was 12,096 changes
of Grandsire Caters b~ the'St. James’ Society on Whit
Monday, 1837. The composition was by Thomas Brooke,
who is well known in connection with the familiar varia-
tion of Thurstans’' peal of Stedman Triples. Thomas
Tolladay conducted, and the claim was made that it was
the greatest number of changes ever performed by ten
men only. Actually the Painswick men had already in
1817 rung 12,312 changes.

The Fulham peal is recorded in the belfry by a very
elaborate tablet given by John Powell Powell, as was also
the tablet recording, the Junior College Youths’ peal.
Powell is best known as the owner of Quex Park and the
ring of twelve bells there. His family had a long connec-
tion with Fulham, where he had a residence, Park House.
On the gallery of the old church it was recorded that in
1773 John Powell Powell, Esq., paid jQ100 for a piece of
land taken from the common, called Eel Brook, the in-
terest arising therof to be equally divided between Ful-
ham and Hammersmith and distributed in bread and meat
to the poor.

Henry Haley called the*first peal of Stedman Caters on
Fulham bells in 1843, and on December 8th, 1883, the
then longest length in the method, 11,111 changes, was
rung in the steeple. It was by the Ancient Society of Col-
lege Youths, and was conducted by James Pettitt. An
earlier attempt was lost after nearly ten thousand
changes. Next year the Cumberlands attempted Cox’s
peal with the 120 Tittum course-ends, but a shift occurred
after six hours and thirty-three minutes.

Another interesting performance on the bells was the
peal of London Surprise Major by the band from' Burton-
on-Trent on December 8th, 1888. It was not until ten
years later that one of the metropolitan societies was able

to ring a peal in the method.
(To he continued.)

ECKINGTOX, DERBYSHIRE.—On Friday, January 16th. 1.800 Boh
Royal: *E. Drabble 1-2, G. G. Graham (conductor) 3-4, tR. Fox 5-6,
tN. Fox 7-8, P. J. Jervis 9-10. * First quarter-peal. t Longest length
rung. Longest touch *in hand ' for the rest.
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THE MUSIC OF TRIPLES METHODS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I was much surprised to see the opinions on«the music
of Triples methods given in your paper by so practised and skilful a
ringer as JVIr. Maurice Hibbert. .

Mr. Hibbert tells us that in a peal in any seven-bell method every
row, good and bad, mus§t be included and so there can be no difference
in the music, and all tjiat matters is the striking. Surely that is
gquite wrong. Music in change ringing does not depend only, or even
mainly, on what rows are rung, but on the way in which they follow
each other, that is on dodging and coursing order. It has been
generally agreed by ringers at all times that double dodging is the
most musical movement there is. Many people have admired the
triple dodging at the bob in Treble Bob Major, aud some find little
fault with the four-pull dodging we get in some of the new methods.

Hut that is as far as people generally are prepared to go except in
one particular circumstance. They will tolerate the five-pull dodging
of Superlative, but if you ask for their real opinion most people will
agree that they find it rather monotonous and a defect in an other-
wise excellent method.

But wliat ringers do not object to, and do not much notice, is the
five-puU dodging we get at the bob in Double Norwich and Stedman.
That no doubt i$ because these do not appear to be five-pull dodges,
but in each case a double dodge followed by a triple dodge. Tliis
probably is the reason why four and six-bob sets in Stedman Triples
do not seem to some men so intolerable as'they otherwise would do.

We can hardly imagine a band ringing a method which calls on a
ringer to dodge for 42 changes in 6-7 up, but that is what a six-bob
set in Stedman does.

I should be very much surprised to learn that average ringers dq
not notice any difference between the music of Grandsire Triples and
Stedman Triples. It may be very difficult to say which is the better,
or even if one is better than the other; but that they are not the same
is, I*think, certain. In both methods the numbers of bobs alters the
amount of dcdgin«j and therefore alters the music, but it can hardly
be denied that while in Grandsire the more bobs tlifere are the better
is the music; in Stedman, since the method already gives you as much
dodgings as you want, the more bobs there are the worse is the music.
. The plain courses of Double Norwich and Double Oxford Major
contain exactly the same rows. Will anyone seriously maintain that
the first is not altogether the more musical of the two?

I quite believe thaji Mr. Hibbert did not find the fifty 6-bob sets
in Mr. Slack’'s peal monotonous either to listen to or to ring; but he
was the conductor and had his mind fully occupied without much
opportunity for paving attention to music or monotony.

ERNEST C. S. TURNER.
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DEATH OF MR. DAVID GRAHAM TAYLOR.
GREAT SERVICES TO ILMINSTER.

By the sudden death of Mr. D. G. Taylor, of llminster, Somerset,
Ilminster has lost one of its best known residents, a man who has
figured prominently in the business and public life of the town. He
was 75 years of age. The news was a shock {o those closely associated
with him.

It was not till he was 34 years of age that the then churchwarden,
Col. Pauli, persuaded him to take up ringing, and in the course or his
career he took part in 49 peals, some of which he conducted. He was
ever ready to offer assistance and nearly all the towers of West
Somerset have appreciated his invaluable help, not only financially,
but when the bells have been restored to help to teach the recruits.
Only recently the clergy at llminster, having a view that they should
have a band able to ring when victory coines™ obtained the instructor-
ship of Mr. T. H. Taffender to teach the new men when Jie is able
to attend from his war-time duties. Mr. Taylor went along to
help and was of real assistance and will be truly missed. Mr.
Taylor had held the position of churchwarden at the Minsler afid
was for some years secretary to the Rtfri-decanal Conference. A
former member of the Urban District Council, being its vice-chairman
at one time, he was also Governor of lIminster Endowed Schools.
ILminster Fire Brigade had his sendees in his younger days, and
other secretarial posts which Mr. Taylor held up to the time of his
death was that of the Ilminster Reading Society, one of the oldest
organisations in the town, and not least secretary of the Crewkerne
Deanery Branch of the Bath and Wells Diocesan Association of

Ringers. Mr. Taylor was a man of considerable accomplishments and
introduced much enthusiasm and competency into everything he
undertook.

Much sympathy is felt with Miss Louise Taylor, who -resided with
him. The funeral took place on Thursday, January 15th, the first
part of the service being lield at the Minster. The clergy taking part
were the Rural Dean, the Rev. H. C. Trittou (Curry Mallet), the
Vicar of llminster, the Rev. G. G. Hickman, and the curate, the Rev.
J. L. Leslie. Mr. G. H. Fowler Sharpe was at the organ. He first
played ‘0 rest in the Lord * (Parry). During the service the psalm,
‘' The Lord is my Shepherd,” and hymn, ‘ Jesus shall reign,” and the
Nunc Dimittis were sung. There was a large congregation. After the
interment at the New Road Cemetery, at the graveside handbells
were rung three whole pulls of rounds with interval three times, etc.
This was originally introduced by the late Mr. C. F. Winney, who
conducted Mr. Taylor’s first peal of Stedman Triples.

Mr. Taylor was a member of the Ancient Society of College Youths.
The ringers were Mr. T. H. Taffender 1-2, P. W. Lenthall 3-4, Gordon
Rice 5-6, and Mr. S. V Crabb 7-8. Another good ringer has passed
on, his place difficult to fill. - T.H.T.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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BELFRY GOSSIP.

The Editor of *The Ringing World * (Mr. J. S. Goldsmith) is making
slow prd&ress towards recovery. Ho is still confined to bed. He
desires to thank all those friends who have made inquiries and regrots
that his condition has not allowed him to reply to them ‘individually.

The Vale jjf White. Horse Branch of the Oxford Diocesan Guild
has lost a very valuable and keen ringer by the death of Mr. Harold
A. Edwards at Buckland on December 13th last.

One hundred years ;igo last Sunday the Painswick men rang #3105
changes of tedman Caters, the then longest length in the method.
It was composed and conducted by William Estcourt, but afterwards
turned out to be false. So did an 8,081 of Grandsire Caters rung on
the same day in the neighbouring town of Stroud.

Elijah Roberts, who made a name by his marvellous feats of lapped
peals, committed suicide at Liverpool on January 26th, 1865.

The first peal by the Sussex Association, one of Grandsire Triples,
was rung at Ouckfield on January 26th, 18&85. Two of the band, Mr.
G. King aud Mr. C. Tyler, are still alive. Mr. King has been living
for several years in Canada.

The second peal by the association was Oxford Bob Triples at
Horsliam on January 31st. It was conducted by Henry Burston, who
was a noted character of the town. He died on January 30th, 1916,
at the age of 89.

Not. all the peals rung by the College Youths were records iu the
neal book There is a board m Ealing Parish Church for a 6,048 Bob
Major rung*on January 28th, 1798, conducted by James Bartlett.

The College Youths rang at. St. Michael's, Cornliill, on January
28t.h, 1911. the first peal of Cambridge Maximus in London.

Henry Haley died at Bethnal Green on January 29th, 1886. at the
age of 66.

The record peal of Superlative Surprise Major, 11,312 changes, was
rung at Bolton on January 29tli, 1927. The composition was by Mr.
Thomas B. Worsley and the conductor was Mr. E. Jenkins.

Fifty years ago to-day“six peals were run”. One was Grandsire
Triples, two .Stedman Triples, two Kent Treble Bob Major and one
Cambridge Surprise Major.

.One of the Stedman Triples was rung at Lindfield in Sussex. Mr.
George Williams conducted and it was Mr. James Parkor’s first peal
in the method. *

As earlv as 1780 John Reeves called a peal of Cambridge Major at
St. Giles -in-the-Fields, and another in 1783. Both, however, were
false, and it was not until January 30tli, 1892. that George Newson
called on the same bells the first true peal in the method in Central
London.

Ten years ago to-day 29 peals were rung. They were : Bob Triples
1, Major Kent Treble Bob Major 1, Royal 1, Spliced Oxford and
Kent Major* 1, Stedman Triples 5, Double Norwich Court Bob Major
1, Cambridge Surprise Major 2, Royal 2, Superlative Surprise Major 1,
Maximus 1, Ipswich Surprise Major 1, London Surprise Major 1,
Doubles 2, Minor 7.

DEATH OF MR. CHARLES MEE

LEADING SUFFOLK RINGER, - *

We greatly regret to announce the death of Mr. Charles Mce. of
Sproughton, who passed away on Monday last at the age of 77 years.

For nearly sixty years Mr. Mee was one of the foremost ringers of
Suffolk, and although there were only six bells at Sproughton, he
rang many peals, first with the St. Marjr-le-Tower company, and then
with a band he had got together at his home village. They progressed
so far as to be able to ring peals of Cambridge and London Surprise
Major single-handed on handbells, as well as many towcr-bell peals.
For many years he represented the .Suffolk Guild on the Central
Council.

The funeral took place yesterday at jSproughton Church.

OXFORD UNIVERSITY GUILD.

GENERAL MEETING.

A general meeting of the Oxford University Society was* held in New
College on Tuesday, January 20th. The treasurer showed that in
spite of large expenses during tho previous term the society had necn
able to pay its way and to start the new year with a satisfactory
balance.

The Master gave his report of the activities of the society during
the previous term, a summary of which has already appeared in ‘ The
Ringing World.’

Elections to«vacancies on the committee were made as follows: Mr.
1). Boult (New College), Mbs P. .Saddan (St. Hilda’'s), Miss R. M.
Wfong (Lad.v Margaret Hall).

In spite of war-time conditions, it was decided to hold an annual
lunch during tbe term, if a restaurant could be found to ca.ter for it.

It was proposed that the society should be reinstated on the Central
Council, and after a short debate the motion Mas carried.

The meeting discussed the ‘ Ringers* Council * suggestion pul. for-
ward by Mr. J. P. Price in *The Ringing World,* and a resolution
was passed expressing general agreement.

The meeting closed after some efficient handbell ringing, which
included a course of Bob Royal.
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THE PROPOSED

WIDESPREAD SUPPORT.
More Opinions.

WILL STIMULATE INTEREST AND ENTHUSIASM.

Dear Sir,—| have read with great interest your leading articlo of.
January 16th, which is prompted by the suggestion contained in the
letter of Mr. J. P. Price published in the same issue.

| agree completely with all your remarks and think there is no
method better calculated to stimulate and keep alive our interest and
enthusiasm during the continuance of the ban than some scheme on
the lines suggested by your correspondent.

It will require a great deal of effort to rebuild the Exercise, anif
t-lie longer the ban lasts the harder it will be to find the requisite
number of rebuilders unless something is done now to keep a'live our
interest.

It is also essential that ‘ The Kinging World ' shall continue, and
it cannot do this without the necessary copy. You have managed to
keep the paper going up to the present, but it is quite obvious that
(mhe material for each week’s copy will be increasingly difficult to find
unless the Exercise itself provides it.

Here in Mr. Price’s suggestion appears to be the required combina-
tion, interest for your readers, material for jour paper, hoped for
result—a live Exercise kept in boing.

I hope Sir. Price’'s suggestion will meet with general approval and
that it. will be possible for you to launch some scheme based thereon.
If you do I will, for one, do my best to holp you make it ‘ go.’

G. L. GROVER"
bast Clandon.

WILL MOTIONS BE RECEIVED AS LAW?

Dear Sir,—Tin: suggestion made by your correspondent is an ad-
mirable one, aud, provided it can be carefully directed by you, sir,
it ought to provide every opportunity for some very interesting
discussions.

There is one point, however, which | think, ought to be made clear
at the outset, and that is how far will the motions debated and passed
by the Ringers’ Council be received as llaw ' by ringers in general ?
Is the Ringers’ Council to be something just to amuse us for the
duration, and then when the war is over to be completely forgotten;
or is it to be the authorised ‘' Central Council ' of the war and. be
recognised as such by that body?

If the Ringers’ Council has not this safeguard, then | feel that the
discussions, interesting and valuable in themselves, would be nothing
more than just points of view provided by so manv individuals, with-
out any authority to back them. ‘M. MELVILLE.

NOVEL, BUT PRACTICABLE.
have read with particular interest the letter- rroui
J. P. Price in your issue dated the 16th iust. Tho suggestion of h
Ringers’ Council conducted through the medium of ‘The Ringing
World ' is quite novel, but surely quite practicable, and could lead to
some interesting discussions. Whilst it is impossible for anyone to
foretell what conditions will be like after the war as regards facilities
for ringing, yet I am sure if thd items for discussion are run on right
lines, then a lot of useful suggestions will result wllicll could be put
into operation should circumstances be favourable.

THOMAS H. REEVES.

Dear Sir—I

Birmingham.

SUPPORT FROM MR. SMALLWOOD.

Dear "Sir—1 heartily support the proposal for a ‘ ringers’ forum
and will do everything possible to assist in the scheme. | congratulate
‘lie originator of the idea, and feel sure it will be a great success,
provided good humour and commonsense are used.

Every good wish for the new solieme.

J. FRANK SMALLWOOD.

CARRYING ON IN TRYING TIMES.

Dear Sir,—I agree that the suggestion in your issue of the 16th
would be an excellent idea of carrying on and keeping alive a keener
interest in ‘ The Ringing World ' during the very trying times through
which it is now passing through the ban in stopping all church bell
ringing and its activities in connection therewith. Of course, it is
immaterial as to the name it may run under, but | quite agree with
Mr. Hughes' prompt reply that there is no room for ‘A National
Association.” What about an ‘ Independent Ringers’ Council’ ?

ou want a send-off for the scheme to give *The Ringing World ’
an opportunity of pushing it on with some hope of success. This
"Ught to be forthcoming from our younger enthusiasts, and as Mr. W.
J'|ppard remarks in the first paragraph of his letter of January
if an opportunity presented itself some of us old members may

he able to' =butt in.

Hoping these few remarks may help the scheinfi to develop and
hat we may get some real live debates in connection therewith from
those who are always anxious to catch the speaker’s eye.

L GEORGE WILLIAMS.

Eastleigh. *
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COUNCIL.

SOME SUGGESTIONS.

Dear Sir,—I am sure that the opening of the columns of ‘The
Ringing~World ' for the purpose of holding such a ‘Ringers' Con-
ference ' as has been proposed will prove a gain in many respects.

| agree with Hie Rev. LI. Edwards that for practical reasons.the
Editor should act as president, and venture to offer the following
suggestions for maintaining general interest:—

(1) That subjects for discussion should be submitted to a small
selection committee, which should include the general secretary of the
Central Council.

(2) That the committee should, after selection, publish an agenda,
which would allow ringers opportunity to collect their matter.

(3) That, at the Editor’'s and committee’s discretion, a limit, should
be placed upon the number of weeks to be allotted for the. discussion
of each subject.

(4) That the president shall
refrain from publishing, letters which
overlap other subjects.

(5) That contributors should write with as much brevity as possible.

(6) That at the conclusion of each discussion the president might
sum up in his leading article in ‘ The ngmg World.

The Vicarage, Lyme Regis. C. CAREW COX.

exercise his prerogative to edit, or
introduce irrelevant matter, or

OPEN TO ALL.

Sir,—I1 should like, to thank Mr. J. P. Price for his helpful' and
suggestive letter about ‘ Discussions open to all,’ aud to sAy that |
hope you may be able to take steps to call together, through the
medium of your paper, a Ringers’ Conference on the lines, generally
speaking, laid down in your correspondent’s letter.

E. V. COX. President of the Guild of Devonshire Ringers.

WAR-TIME RECRUIT TURNS BELL HANGER:

Dear Sir,—I gladly write from a place in the most westerly deanery
in England to support the suggestion for a ‘ Ringers’ Council." There
is no doubt that it is a suggestion that the clergy should support and
so encourage those ringers who are able to keep alive the spirit of
the Exeroise. It is the plain duty of those of us who can to provide
for the future and train what ringers we can, and perhaps our
‘ discussions ' will lead to some definite plan being settled upon. It
seems to me (hat we should concentrate upon boys and girls of 12 to
15 years of age, and those of us who have evacuees in our midst to
train them also, as they would be of great- value to depleted.town and
city bands when they return. We could commend these young people
to the care of well-known ringers later on.

After our ‘ debates’ | liope we shall be permitted to have a ‘ social
hour,” fore'then it is that so many interesting stories of experiences
can be told. If you will allow the space | will tell you of one who
was learning to ring and who became a competent bell hanger| Last
summer | took a few young people to a nearby tower to teach them
to liandlp a bell. My organist was one of the'party and lie became
very keen and soon handled a bell quite well. This success gave him
an interest in the one small bell in the tower here at Carbis Bay
(which tower, by the way, will take a ring of bells, and we have-a
bell fund and ail donations to this are loaned to the Government for
the time being). He suggested to me that he should take the bell
down and hang it for ringing, for it was hung up on one of the
beams supporting the tower roof. | told him to carry on and do
what he could. Getting tho bell down was the worst job, as although
it only weighed 75 Ib. there was an iron wheel also weighing almost
as much | arrived in the tower one evening to find that., with the
help of another man, the whole contraption was being lowered to
the top floor of the tower. Everything was dismantled and he pro-
ceeded to make a wooden frame and hang the bell by following the
drawing given in Troyte, and from his recently acquired knowledge
of bells. But a problem arose—where could he get a wheel? To mv
amusement a trap wheel with an iron rim, from which the rubber
tyre had been taken, was obtained from a wheelwright's shop aud
proved just the thing. | was doubtful whether it would hold the
rope, but it does.

The whole thing is complete with lieadstock, stay and slider. It
was finished rather hurriedly, as his calling-up papers came. So there
the little bell is, with its clapper tied, a reminder of a war-time
recruit and, | hope, the sign of an after-war enthusiast. Three weeks
ago he was home on leave, and after the morning service he asked
me for the tower key so that he could go up and ‘ring.” | happened
to have the key in my pocket, as that Cornish enthusiast, Cyril E.
Lauxon (now' Sergeant), had been to see me a few days before and
had ' rung ' the bell, much to his interest. 1 left my organist to ring
his ‘ peal ' alone whilst I went to my lunch, but it made me hope
that the day is not far distant when he will hear a bell speak when
he is a the end of the rope.

I am sure there are still many ringing enthusiasts who can be found
if we will only search a little and struggle to provide for the future.

" AS ROBERTS.

Carbis Bay, Cornwall.

(Continued on next page.)
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(Continued from previous page.)

GAIN IN KNOWLEDGE.

Dear Sir,—Tho letters which appear daily (or weekly) in our well-
knowu papers are looked for eagerly by/thousands of readers. When
winnowed out, edited or given only as ‘ extracts,” they form a valuable
source of interest and help aiso to maintain the paper. It used to be
said tliat all papers were prone to encourage debate in the so-called
‘ silly season ' in order to keep up their daily sale. All topics, how-
ever, came at last to ‘ This correspondence must now cease.—Editor.’
There had been a gain in knowledge (often special), a useful safety-
valve and, of course, a welcome increase in circulation

This may not be a silly season, but it is a very difficult one, and
if a widening of our already useful correspondence column will advance
or help our paper, | cordially support it, and | think it would.

, E. ALEX. YOUNG.

A COMMITTEE SHOULD BE FORMED,

Dear Sir,—1 read with interest of the proposed Ringers’ Council
suggested by Mr. J. P. Price in ‘ The Ringing World ' and the cor-
respondence with reference thereto'. | think the idea will pro*e a
sound one, has great possibilities and will ventilate a long-felt want.

Nevertheless, we should not lose sight of the fact that the Central
Council has done some yeoman'service until the war curtailed its
activities and has been looked upon as the ‘Itingers’ Parliament
with as its members the delegates of the associations and guilds, which
may be likened io the local governments in ringing.

I have always contended that to stand still is to go backwards, and
as tliis proposed Ringers’ Council Snakes for progress (though we do
not know its limits as yet), by the reason4of its uniqueness it shoujd
prove a success.

In any matter needing special consideration a committee could be
formed (by vote), and tho views of the committee sent to the address
of the chairman, wlio should be impartial and act in in advisory
capacity, and the findings of the committee forwarded to ‘ The Ring-
ing World ' for publication and subsequent criticism or adoption on
the postcard vote system suggested. AN pjTMAN

Bromley.

THE CHANGE IN ‘THE RINGING WORLD.

Sir,—The suggestion that the snoken discussion which would nor-
mally have taken place at Central Council meetings should be replaced
by written discussions in your columns is likely to appeal to many.

Probably few papers during the war have changed tlieir character
as much as ‘ The Ringing World." What was formerly to a consider-
able fextept a catalogue of peals rung lias perforce been replaced by
articles covering a wide range of interests, and many have writ.ten
to express their appreciation. .

One subject which might be discussed is whether, when peal ringing
is restarted the paper should revert to its previous form, or whether
peal reports should in general not be printed. There would certainly
be strong arguments on both sides. Ilv. O. STREET.

Glasgow.

DISCUSSION BY THE O.U.S.C.R.

Dear Sir,—At the recent general meeting of the Oxford University
Soc'ietv was discussed tlie proposal of your correspondent, Mr. Price,
that a ‘ Bellringers’ Council ' should meet by postcard in the columns
of ‘ The Ringing World.’

The proposal met with the approval of the meeting, but at the same
time it was poiuted out that the topics which might be discussed
would be of little interest to most members of the society, who have
had no acquaintance with conditions of the Exercise in normal times.
This must also applv to many other young bands of handbell ringers
throughout the country which have been formed since the war began.

A motion was( then carried to the effect tliat the society would
welcome some .scheme, to operate through ‘The Ringing World,
whereby bands practising handbells could be brought into touch with
each other, and thereby compare notes on aids to prGgress and similar

~Nlie tendency for bauds to operate as isolated entities is largely
unavoidable in'these days, and, of course, the only tiling which liolds
Us together at all is ‘ The Ringing World.” Nevertheless, those who
are still practising handbell ringing would, I am sure, appreciate some
scheme to bring them into closer touch with others at about the
same stage of progress. To offer a few tentative suggestions, this
might include a debate ou the best ways of teaching handbell ringing
(possibly incorporated in Mr. Price's idea), statistics on the proportion
of failures to successes as regards recruits, records of unsuccessful
peal attempts, etc. . . '

After all, those who are painstakingly learning to ring/ at the
present time may be expectea to be the keen and active ringers of
some future generation, and every endeavour should now be made to
awaken and maintain interest in the wider aspects of our art.

JOHN E. SPTCE.
New College. Oxford.
(Continued in next column.)
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LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
PUDSEY RINGERS' HOSPITALITY.

The first meeting in 1942 of the Leeds and District Society was held
at Pudsey on Saturday.

Handbell ringing commenced soon after 3 p.m. and continued at
intervals until the break for tea, which was again provided by the
Pudsey ringers.

At the business meeting which was held soon after tea, Mr. J. F.
Harvey, the president, presided, and members were present from
Aranley, Batley, Bradford, Drighlington, Heedingley (St. Chad’'s *and
Stl Michael's), Liversedge, Shipley and the local company.

The vote of thanks'to the local company for their genial hospitality
was proposed by the Rev. Canon C. C. Marshall and seconded by
Mr. *P. J. Johnson, who entertained the meeting with anecdotes
relating to the dayrfof tower-bell ringing, and said there was always
a feeling of welcome at the Pudsey meetings. He hoped the company
would continue to flourish. Mr. \V. Barton acknowledged the vote of
thanks.

The next meeting is due to be held at Headingley St. Micliael’6 on
February 28th. Members are asked to watch the notice columns of
' The Ringing World.’

After the business meeting further handbell ringing took place. It
included touches of Plain Bob Major, Kent Treble Bob Major, Double
Norwich Court Bob Major and Grandsir® Caters and Cinques. Most
of the ringing was of a very high staudard, the striking being a real
pleasure to listen to. s

RINGING IN SOUTH AFRICA.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Having read with interest the letter from Mr. A. P.
Cannon in your issue of August 8th describing his tower snatching
activities at Woodstock, | can also lay claim to have ‘ beaten the
ban,’ as you call it, having rung at St. Paul’'s, Durban.

There is a local stoney band and with these and some other young
men in the Services | was fortunate in getting a pull at the short
Friday practice. There is also service ringing on Sunday eyenings
and | have no doubt that there must be many others who have rung
there

The ring of eight, with a tenor of 14 c¢cWt.,, was cast by Taylor’s in
1921, and is hung in three tiers in a weak tower not intended to
house a ringing peal, but the bells are quite pealable.

I gathered that so far no peal has been rung there and that there
is also another ring of ten at St. Mary’s, Durban.

HAROLD V. FROST.

This letter, dated -December 12th, was received by airgraph. Gunner
H. V. Frost is now with tho Middle East Forces.

WINCHFSTER.—At the Royal Hants County Hospital, by kind
invitation of the matron (Miss Mackay), G. and Miss Noice played
handbells in the wards on December 29th, 1941, and' January 5th,
1942. The patients enjoyed the ringing very jnuch.
aCbgSaSBg5BaggBKaB — E gggggB S —

‘"RINGERS’ COUNCIL/
(Continued from previous column.)
AN OPPORTUNITY FOR EXPRESSION.

Dear Sir,—It was with great interest tliat | read the letter by Mr.
J. P. Price which appeared recently in ‘ The Ringing World ' regard-
ing the proposed ‘ Ringers’ Council.’

I am.sure the suggestion will appeal to the majority of your readers
and it should be a means of ringers giving expression to their opinions
ou various matters.

In these difficult times we cannot expect the Central Council to
meetr and the same would appear to apply to the Standing Com-
mittee. 1, therefore, hope that the suggested ‘ Ringers’ Council’
with your good self as the president may oe a success.

GEORGE H. CROSS.

sag— m— I— — - — f

SUBJECTS FOR DISCUSSION.

Dear Sir,—1 certainly agree with the proposal of a Ringers* Council
and will support it to the best of my ability if formed.

With regard to subjects for discussion, one | would like to see taken
up is interaffiliation. 1 am a member of the Constitutional Organisa-
tion (Conservative Club), and Rule No. 1 is ‘That it shall be in
strict connection with the Conservative and Unionist Party and shall
be affiliated to and interaffiliated with the Association of Conservative
Clubs, subject to the rules aud regulations thereof and as hereinafter
provided.’

Well now as regards the proposal of a National Association recently
suggested, are we not already one inasmuch as the affiliation of all
ringing associations to the Central Council combines one body of
ringers through its representatives ou the Council?

An interaffiliation ticket (which 1 hold) need only cost a couple of
coppers yearly. This entitles me to the social privileges 0? any other
affiliated club in whatever part of the country | happen to visit.

If a ringer held such a ticket it would be evidence of his being bona
fide and entitled to social privilege and to be received with greater
welcome. JOHN W. JONES.

Newport, Mon.
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SILVER WEDDING BELLS.

A BEACONSFIELD CELEBRATION.

On Sunday, January 11th, Mr. and Mrs. H. Wingrove, of Malthouse
Square, Beaconsfield, celebrated the twenty-fifth anniversary of their
wedding day. An attempt for a handbell peal in honour of the occa-
sion was made on Saturday at St. Mary and AH Saints' belfry, but
this came to grief, and a quarter-peal of. Bob Major was rung by
H. Wingrove (conductor) 1-2, K. E. Fletcher 34, D. R. Fletcher 5-6,
W. Lee 7*8.

On the Silver Wedding Day, a 720 of Bob Minor was rung at 23.
Malthouse Square: H. Wingrove (conductor) 1-2, K. E. Fletcher 34,
D. R. Fletcher 5-6. Some
* family ' ringing also took
place, when courses of
Grandsire Doubles were
rung by Mr. Wingrove and
his daughier and son, tlie
latter, who is in the
R.A.F., being home for a
fortunate week-end leave.

Mr. Harry Wingrove was
born at Beaconsfield on
March 12th, 1893. and
learned to handle a bell at
the village church in 1910.

He rang his first peal in
1916 and his first as con-

ductor in 1929. His first
attempt was in 1913. It
was Grandsire Triples,

which came to grief after
£ hours, and since theft
he has only rung one peal
in the method.

His first peal was during
the last war, a muffled
peal of Oxford Bob Triples
for two of tlfe Beaconsfield

ringers who had been
killed in action. His first .
peal as conductor as

Cambridge Surprise Major
at Old Windsor, and since
then he has called peals in
many Surprise Major
methods. Some of them
were the first peals rung
in the methods.

Among his other interesting performances were four noil-conducted
peals—two of Cambridge Surprise Major, one of Yorkshire, and one
of Stedman Triples.

It was mainly due to him that for several yeare before the war
Beaconsfield possessed a very skilful change ringing band.

MR. H. WINGROVE.

DISCIPLINE
FOUNDED ON SELF-RESPECT.
To the Editor.

Sir,—Il am sure your correspondent, Mr. J. E. Bailey, will allow me to
correct his (may | say) rather unfoitunate ideas on military discipline.

I have commanded and trained men for 40 years and certainly should
not be still doing so had my ' discipline been founded O0ll fear.” In
this respect the soldier is in exactly the same position as the civilian.
I do not think that in either case it can be substantiated that the
basis of their rule to life is fear of the law; though doubtless there is
an underrunning current.

Military discipline is founded on self-respect, as is the discipline of
a civilian and to this may bo added a great understanding' and
mutual trust between the officer and man.

For the rest, as one who has also tried to teach ringers, | think I
agree with Mr. Bailey. One of the best strikers | know has a horrible
stance as compared with the usually accepted standard, and another
of the best has a perfect stance! C. F. JERRAM.

Thurlstone, Devon.

RINGERS' WEDDING AT PRESTON.

Tho wedding took place at Pre-ston Parish Church on Saturday,
January 24th, between Mr. Cyril G'rossthwaite and Miss Peggy Clarke,
both of whom are prominent cliurchworkers.

The bridegroom is a leading member of the belfry, whilst the bride
has learnt to handle both tower and handbells.

The oeremony was performed by the Rev. I. G. Jones, curate, and
was fully choral. A large congregation assembled and Girl Guides
formed a guard of honour at the entrance to the church. The bride
was charmingly attired in white satin and was given away by her
father. Her brother, Mr. Harry Clerke, who is also a ringer and
now in the R.A., was best man.

As the happy couple came down the aisle handbells were rung to
rounds, Queens and Whittingtons. The bridegroom is shortly to enter
the R.A.F., and the good wishes of his colleagues and also of the
Lancashire Association go with him for a safe r»tum.
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THE LATE REV. W. C. PEARSON.

APPRECIATIONS.
To the tdilor.

Dear Sir,—It was with extreme regret that | read of the passing
of the Rev. W. Q. Pearson aird Charles W. Clarke, who were both old
and valued members of the Cumberland Youths.

111 their various ways each has done much for the Exercise and
such gentlemen can ill be spared.

I am afraid it was not correct to say that since the formation of
the Suffolk Guild the name of the Rector and Henley bells disappeared
from peal reoords. It was, | Relieve, a condition that if permission
was granted for a peal on Henley bells that the peal should be rung
for the, Norwich Diocesan Association. From the records of the
Norwich Diocesan Association it will.be found quite a number of peals
were rung at Henley nftefr the formation of the Suffolk Guild, in one
of which a peal of Cambridge, conducted by W. C. Rumsey, the
Rector took part, together with myself.

GEORGE H. CROSS.

Bariieliurst. Kent

GIFT TO LICHFIELD COLLEGE.

Dear Sir,—1 was very sorry to read in ‘The Ringing World ' of
th(» death of the Rev. W. C. Pearson, of Henley, Ipswich. Although
I never knew Mv. Pearson personally, | shall always remember him
with gratitude, for it was lie who presented to Lichfield Theological
College a beautiful set of 16 handbells in 1938 for use among present
and future students. | myself was a student at the college at the
time, and my appeal through ‘ The Ringing World ' for a set of hand-
bells was met so magnificently by Mr. Pearson’s gift.

At that time too, largely through the energies of the late Mr.
Stephen Wood and Mr. E. H. Lewis, and the kindness of many of
your readers, we were presented with many ringing books which
enabled us to start a section on ringing -in the college library. Alas,
our two friends liave now passed over, the one under tragi(j circum-
stances in the prime of his life and tho other at the grand age of 82.

In one of his letters Mr. Pearson told me that lie rang his first
six-score of Bob Doubles 011 Henley bells in 1878, the year before he
went up to Cambridge. Perhaps one of our Ipswich friends could
tell me whether he was a native of the place where he afterwards
served as Rector for nearlv half a eenturv. May his soul rest in
peace! MALCOLM MELVILLE.

Swindon

HENLEY BELLS,

When the late Mr. W. C. Pearson went to Henley in 1894 he found
there a ring of five, of which the two biggest were pre-Reformation
bells cast at Bury about the year 1430, the tenor being 8 cwt. In
1902 Taylors recast the second and added three bells to complete the
octave. Bellfounders had by that time solved the problem of making
good little bells, and some very fine light peals were being cast at
Loughborough. Henley bells as restored are most musical and for
their weight a splendid set.

The bells were dedicated on May 15th, 1902, and two days later the.
first peal, one of Double Norwich Court Bob Major, was rung on
them by the St. Mary-le-Tower, Ipswich, company. A little more
than eight years later, on December 3rd, 1910, the one ‘hundredth
peal, one of London Surprise Major, was rung by the same society.

The' hundred peals, included Grandsire and Stedman Triples, and
flain Bob, Oxford and Kent Treble Bob, Forward, Double Norwich
and Double Oxford, and Cambridge, New Cambridge, Superlative and
London Surprise Major. There was also one. peal of Minor in three
methods.

Il all Mr. Pearson rang about 150 peals in liis own belfry.
educated at Clare College, Cambridge, and graduated B.A. in 1881
and M.A. in 1926. He was ordained in 1882, and after liplding curacies
at Svston (1882-1886) and Soutliwold (1886-881, he was appointed Vicar
of Henley in 1894.

We understand that he has bequeathed his splendid collection of
ringing books to the Cambridge University Library. No better place
could The found for them. The British Museum lias already a very
representative selection, and at Cambridge we may hope there will
always be members of the University Guild who will be able to take
advantage of Mr. Pearson’s bequest.

He was

LEAVING BELLS UP.
1 To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—With reference to the enquiry by a correspondent a few
weeks ago about damage caused to bells by leaving them up, may I
point out that in many cases, especially during the winter months,
rain and snow drive in through the louvred windows of the bp'fry,,
and if thmbells are left up there is a possibility of the bel's being
partly filled with water, thus causing serious damage to crown staples,
etc. .

I seem to remember something about this happening somewhere a
few years ago.*

I think ‘' The Ringing World ' lias become even more interesting
since the ban, and wish it Continued success.

C. E. G, BANHAM.

Gaston, Attleborough.
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ELEMENTARY COMPOSITION.
FOR THE AVERAGE READER.

We propose during the next week or two to publish a
few articles dealing with the subject of composition, and
in doing so we do not intend to write for experts or to
deal with any of the more difficult or abstruse parts of
the question. We do not intend i™-en to address ourselves
primarily to those who hope to gain enough knowledge to
become themselves composers. Those we hope to cater
for are the men whose interest in ringing is essentially
a practical one, who are content for the most part to
leave composition and conducting to others, and to rest
satisfied with what they do; the men, in fact, who form
the majority of the Exercise.

But it may be asked, Whyvshould we write for them,
seeing they are not particularly interested in the matter?
These men get all they need out of ringing without
bothering their heads about composition. They can and
do enjoy the ringing of'a peal of Grandsire, or Stedman,
or London Surprise, without knowing the least bit about
how it is composed or how its truth may be made sure.
They trust other people for those things and do not trust
in vain. We do not need to know anything about the
theory of music to enjoy a good song, and we do not need
to know anything about the construction of Thurstans’
Four-part to enjoy ringing a peal of Stedman Triples.

All that is very true, and it is true also that some men
are by nature averse from taking an interest in mathe-
matical subjects. On the other hand, most of us like to
know something of the questions that are discussed and
debated in our company. We shall not find a body of
ringers talking together for long before something or
other is said about some peal composition, and when one
proceeds to argue on this wise and another on that, it is
nice to be able to form some idea what it is all about.
Beside”, it is common proof that the more a man is in-
terested in the various questions arising out of bells and
ringing, the more interest he takes and the more enjoy-
ment he gets out of the actual ringing itself. But to
many'the trouble of learning the preliminary technique of
composition seems too great to make the effort worth
while.

Now the greatest difficulty in writing about a matter
like composition is not in the subject itself but in being
sure that the words which are used convey to the reader
the exact ideas that are in the mind of the writer. What
see”Nis to the one as clear as crystal, often only creates
fog in the mind of the other. The most valuable gift a
writer can possess is to be able to put himself in complete
sympathy with his readers and them with him, but that
cannot ajways be done by taking thought. We are going
to do what we can, but we should very much like readers
to help us by asking questions on anything they do not
understand or on any points that may arise out of what
we say. Perhaps in this way we may between us find one
more interest to tide over the dull time before we can
raise the bells once more.

Broadly speaking, composition includes all the work
and all the activity which is necessary to produce some-
thing which ringers can practise when they go into a
belfry, and it includes not only the production of this
something but also the understanding of how' and why
things happen. The subject goes back over the centuries
and seeks to find out why men first began to ring
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changes, and then why the art developed as it did. It
searches out the mathematical laws which control the
science, it seeks to understand them, and it applies them
to further discoveries.

It is indeed a noble science worthy of the attention of
any mind, and it can and has afforded a lifelong interest
to many.

We do not intend, of course, to attempt to deal with it
on those lines. We shall only concern ourselves with
some of the simpler questions Which from time to time
force themselves on the attention of ringers, and we shall
try as far as possible to deal with each point by itself and
free from the complications and distractions caused by
side issues. But before we come to the subject itseff,
there is one point we think is worth making.

What is ringing? That seems a rather silly and super-
fluous question to ask a ringer, but it really is worth ask-
ing, because on the right answer depends to a very great
extent how far we understand the problems of composi-
tion and how and why the art is what it is.

In its essence change ringing is not a branch of music,
though it may be and is productive of music. It is not
essentially the sounding of bells in different orders, and
it is not the writing of figures on paper. Essentiallv it
is movement. Starting with a row we call rounds, the
bells move among themselves tracing more or less
elaborate and complicated paths and producing varying
orders. It is a condition laid down that the same order
shall never be repeated; but it is a condition, not really
a fundamental, for we could, and unfortunately we some-
times do, ring false peals.

We may illustrate what change ringing really is by
comparing it to a very elaborate set dance -where the
dancers have to go through complicated movements, the
movement of one being dependent on the movement of
the others. *

We should, then, keep this idea of movement being the
essential thing in change ringing at the back of our
minds. We shall not want it always or perhaps even
often, but it will come in very hand)' and helpful if we
should have to think about a method or the exten-
sion of a method, or those things called by composers O
Sets, which, to some people seem so mysterious.

Incidentally we shall flatly refuse to recognise that what
is produced by John Carter’'s machine is change ringing.
We shall acknowledge to the full the extraordinary skill
and ingenuity which went to the designing and making
of that machine, but we shall maintain that it has nothing
to do with our art. For the essentials of'‘change ringing
take place in the human mind.

On the other hand the Editor’s famous ringing machine
which he exhibited some years ago at a Central Council
social was change ringing. It was funny and it was
burlesque, but it had the essential things.

All this is preliminary’. We will get down to business
next week.

JUBILEE OF A PEAL.

Mr. Henry Ferguson, of Scarborough, lias sent us a reminder that
50 years ago on New Year’'s Day the first peal was rung on the bells
of St. George's Church, Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne. It was a peat
of Oxford Treble Bob Major, and the ringers were John Simm, Henry
Ferguson, Robert C. Hudson, Joseph Pattison, Frederick J. Harrison,
Charles L. Routledge, Robert S. Story and Francis Lees, and the peal
was conducted by the. late Mr. "Robert Story. Only. Mr. Ferpusnn and
Mr. C. L. Rcutledge now survive of that, company.
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HANDBELL PEALS.

SITTCNGBOURNE, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, April4,1942, in Out Hour and Fifty-Thru Minutts,
At 35, Woodstock R oad.
A PEAL OP BOB MINOR, SOM CHANGE™*!

Seven diffaront callings. Tenor size 15 in C.
*Mabel E Gpbgory.... 1-2 | John E. Spicb 3-4
fDINNIs H. Parham ... 5-6
Conducted by John E. Spich.
~ First attempt for a peal. + First attempt for a poal of Minor.
Tho ringer of 1-2 was elected a member of tho association before

starting.
SUNDRIDGE, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Friday, April 10, 1942, in Two Hours and Eighteen Minutes,
At Bbbchcroft,
A PEAL OF 8PLICED PLAIN AND GAINSBOROUCH LITTLE BOB
MAJOR, 8016 CHANCES ;
Tenor sdze 17 in A. \
‘Monicaj. F. Richardson 1-2 1 John E. Spick ... 5-6
William L. B. Lbbsb 3-4 |'Dorothy T. Richardson... 7-8
Composed and Conducted by John E. Spich.

* First peal in more than one method.
handbells for the association. A birthday
Richardson and tfi Miss Brenda M. Richardson.

compliment to Mrs.

BARNEHURST, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Friday, April 10, 1942, in Three Hours and Nineteen Minutes,
At 9,Beverley R oad,
A PEAL OF BOB MAXIMUS, 6016 CHANCES;

Harry Hovrrd ... 1-2 *WilliamsL. B. Lbbsb 7-8

"John E. Spicb 3-4 Herbert E. Aodsley 9-10

George H. Cross 5.6 TEdwin Barnbtt .. 11-12
Composed and Conducted by George H. Cross.

* First peal on twelve bolls, t First peal oil twelve ‘in hand.’

Rung as a birthday compliment to Geoffrey V. Murphy, now serving
in the R.A. in the Near East..

LONDON.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, April 11, 1942, in Two Hours and Fifty-One Minutes,
At 24, Rollscoort Avbncb, Hernb Hill,
A PEAL OP BOB ROYAL, 5MO CHANGES]|
Tenor size 17 iy A.

"Monica J. F. Richardson 1-2 1 John E. Spice 3-6
William L. B. Lbbsb ... 3-4 |Patricia A Scaddan... 7-8
eDorothy T. Richardson 9-10
Composed by H. J. Tucker. Conducted by John E. Spice.

* First peal on ten bells. First peal on ten bells as conductor. The

average age of this band is 19 years and one month. The ringer of
7-8 was elected a member of the association before starting.

LONDON.

THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON
DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Saturday, April 11, 1942, in Two Hours and Nine Minutts.
\ At 18, Wbstbbrb Road, Hampstbab.
A PEAL OF LITTLE BOB MAJOR, BOM CHANCES;
Tenor size 8 in C.
1-2 1’ John E. Spicb
3-4 |'William L. B. Lbbsb
Conducted by E. C. S. Tcrner.

Ernest C. S. Tdrnbr
E. Maurice Atkins

Composed by B. Annable.
* First peal in the method.

G. & F. COPE & CO.

NOTTINGHAM

Tower
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ST. MARTIN'S GUILD, BIRMINGHAM.

QUARTERLY MEETING AT ASTON.

It has been the custom of the St. Martin's Guild for the Diocese of
Birmingham to hold the first quarterly meeting of the year at Aston
Parish Church ever since the bells have I*en restored, and, through
the good offices and enterprise of the local ringers, their wives and
lady friends, to be entertained to a most sumptuous tea, Although
there were some doubts and misgivings as to whether this could be
kept xtp, tha sight of the tables put t.hem all at rest, for in addition
to floral decorations there were all kinds of sandwiches and home-
made cakes.

As there could be 110 ringing on the tower bells, the first business
was to attend church, whore those present sat in the choir. The Guild
service was conducted by the Vicar, the Yen. H. McGowan, who give
a very helpful address, taking for his subject the kind of England
that is wanted after the war. Some customs of the past would have
to be changed, whilst others it would be well to retain.

Welcoming the members, the speaker remarked that it was all to
the good that, in spite of the ban on ringing ringers should continue
to meet together and keep their organisations and' activities alive.
When the ban is removed and they can again perform their office in
the belfries, the sound of the bells will b* one of the things everyone
will look forward to, whether they attended church or not. In his
opinion, the observance of Sunday as a day of rest and recreation,
irrespective of whether people attended a place of worship, was an-
other institution we should retain. It was good for the nation and
the individual. After the war every man should have a fairer chance
in life without the fear of unemployment, and more of the spirit of
‘' Do unto others as you would they should do unto you." These prin-
ciples would be the cement.which would bind the nation and empire
together and make for that better order of things which we all hoped
would emerge after the war. After the service the Vicar described
some of the interesting features of the church, some of which had
been protected, whilst others were left open to view.

After tea the Vicar presided at the meeting, and before the'ordinarv
business a very hearty vote of thanks was proposed by the Master,
Councillor A. Paddon Smith, J.P., to the ringers of Aston and'their
ladies for the excellent tea. It was wonderful what could be done by
co-operative action, and he congratulated the ladies on the wonderful
success of their .efforts.

Mrs. W Davies responded and said everything had b*;n done
straight and above board, and she would not be afraid if the Minister
of Food had been present. She had a loyal band of helpers and thej
were very happy to be able to do it-

Apologies were received from the Ringing Master, Mr. F. E. Haynes,
Messrs. Janies George, G. F. Swann, S. Grove,, W. Short and John
Jaggar, the last named being prevented from attending through
illness.

The Chairman welcomed the visitors, and amongst the old members
present referred to Mr. Tom Miller, the oldest member of the Guild,
who they were pleased to see looking so well.

Mr. Miller responded, and among% his reminiscences remarked
that he rang a peal at Aston 65 years ago.

An invitation to hold the next quarterly meeting jointly with the
Worcestershire Association at Clent or Hagley was accepted, and,
owing to possible transport difficulties, it was decided to hold it-<m
Saturday, June 27th, a week earlier than Usual.

Mr. Albert Walker proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the chair-
man for his excellent address in church and for presiding at the
meeting. As he had often pointed out, Aston was the Guild's other
home and they were always happy to visit it. The Vicar, responding,
stressed the importance of keeping their organisations alive and ready
for when better times arrive.

Handbells were then brought out and several good touches were
rung, in which Tom Miller took part, and, in spite of his age and
lack of practice, rang his pair in excellent style. With the assistance
of Messrs. Webb and Stone from Coventry, he also rang four bells in
tunes accompanied by Mr. Albert Walker at the organ, all of which
was thoroughly enjoyed, and so another happy meeting at Aston
terminated.

BUSHEY.—On Thursday, April 9th, at 50, Rudolph Road, 1,280
Cambridge Surprise Major: E. Jennings 1-2, Ernest C. S. Turner 3-4,
H. G. Cashmore (conductor) 5-6. F. W. Brinklow 7-8. First quarter-
peal in the method on handbells bv all except the conductor.

Estimates submitted for New
Clocks, Chime Additions, Re-

PAS, Or Repainting of Dials
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MR. JAMES E. DAVIS.

SEVENTY-FIFTH BIRTHDAY.
The many friends of Mr. James E. Davis will congratulate him on
his seventy-fifth birthday, which falls to-day.
Mr. Davis was born in the parish of St. James’, Bermondsey, on
May 1st, 1867, and learnt
to handle a bell at St.
George's. Camberwell. His
first peal, one of Grandsire
Triples, was at Deptford in
1891, and his first as con-
ductor, Holt's Original, at
Putney in 1893. In 1896
he took part in the ring-
ing of the same composi-
tion non-conducted at St.
John’s, Waterloo Road.
Mr. Davis is one of the
few men who have over
one thousand peals to their
credit and his list is a very
line one. It includes many
peals in Surprise Major
methods, the 10,400 Cam-
bridge Surprise Koyal at
Walthamstow in 1923, and
the 7,392 Cambridge Sur-

prise  Maximus at St.
Mary-le-Bow. He was the
inventor of the silencers

which were first used at
St. Botolph's, Bishopsgate,
and have since been
adopted in many churches.

Mr. Davis holds medals
for the South African War,
the 1914 Star, the medal
for the first Great War,
the 1918 Victory Medal and

the George V.* Coronation MR. JAMES E. DAVIS
Medal.
WEDDING OF MR. FRED W. ROGERS.

The wedding took place at St. Mary's, Portsea, on Saturday, April
4th, of Mr. Frederick Willia®n Rogers, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs.
Rogers, 52, Samuel Road Portsmouth, to Miss Ruth Joy Barnes,
youngest daughter of Mrs. E. A. Barnes and the late Mr. Barnes,
of 35, Carisbrooke Road, Milton, Portsmouth.

The ceremony was performed by the Vicar, Canon H. Robins. The
bride was dressed in white satin and Was attended by three brides-
maids. Mr. Alfred T. Greenwood was best man. The reception, at
the Unity Hall, St. John's Road, Portsmouth, was attended by about
40 guests, handbells being rung during the reception. The honey-
moon was spent in London. Among tne ringers present were Mr.
George Williams, Master of the Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan
Guild, of which the bridegroom is hon. secretary, Mr. and Mrs. F. S.
Bayley (Titchf.eld, Hants), Mr. and Mrs. T. R. Taylor (Portsmouth),
and Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Smith (Godalming, Surrey).

BATH & WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION
CHEW DEANERY BRANCH.

At the quarterly meeting of the Chew Deanery Branch of the Bath
and Wells Association, held at Yatton on April 18th, members attended
from Nailsea, Wrington, Yatton, Ublev, Churchill, Long Ashton and
Bristol.

Full use was made of the bells with the silent apparatus, which was
in perfect order and appreciated by all.

Service was conducted by the Rector, the Rev. Noel Kempe, who
gave an interesting address. Tea was followed by the business meet-
ing. It was resolved to hold monthly meetings during the summer
alternately at Long Ashton and Yatton, and so maintain interest in
the art, with the help of the silent apparatus.

The National Association came up for discussion and several views
were expressed, such as the suggestion that ‘ The Ringing World
should be controlled by the ringing associations financially, as it was
essentially a ringers’ paper. Another view was tliat no drastic changes
should be made at present with so many ringers away in the Forces
and unable to give their views. Further discussion took place, but it
was thought that pending further information no decisions could be
made. A resolution was then made that the meeting would support
the National Association in any effort to the benefit of ringers
generally. < .

The secretary read the accounts for 1911, which showed a balance
of £6 5s. on the year’s working, which was thought by all to be very
satisfactory. .

A vote of thanks to the Rector for his service and address and to
Mr. L. W. Pultin for the tea brought tbe meeting to a.close and the
tower was again visited. *
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WARWICKSHIRE GUILD.

ANNUAL MEETING AT NUNEATON.

A very successful meeting of the Warwickshire Guild was held on
Saturday week at the Griff Colliery and Chilvers Coton Sports Club
and Institute, Nuneaton. Members and friends were present from
Allesley, Chilvers Coton, Burbage, Keresley, Nuneaton, Wolvev and
Stoke-m-Covenitry. Touches* and courses of Doubles, Minor, Triples
and Major on handbells were rung or attempted before tea.

A substantial meal had been provided and was thoroughly enjoyed
by all.

The business meeting began under the chairmanship of the Master,
Mr. J. H. W. White. As the position of president was vacant, due
to the removal of Archdeacon Brook (who is now Bishop of Ipswich),
Mr. A. H Beamish proposed that the Vicar of Chiivers Coton (the
Rev. F. W. Moyle) should be asked to accept the presidency. Mr.
D. H. Argyle seconded and it was carried. The remaining officers
were re-elected en bloc.

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. and Mrs.' A. Walker
(Birmingham), Mr. and Mrs. W. Vann (Rugby), Messrs. Hayne and
Ellender (Stoke).

, Messages of remembrance to all the members were read from two
members now with H.M. Forces, Mr. N. Maskell and GuunCr Jack
Smith, of Knowle. ,

The balance sheet showed a balance in hand of £28 18s; 7d.

Mr. F. E. Pervin proposed that £20 of this a”nount be invested in
War Savings, and this was agreed to.

Future meetings were arranged for the next three months—in May,
a joint meeting with the Midland Counties Association at Allesley
on the 2nd; in June, at Shilton; and in July, at Coventry.

Mr. F. E. Pervin spoke about the Ringers’ Conference now in pro-
gress in ‘The Ringing World,” its purpose and the interest it was
creating, and hoped the Guild would support it individually. Other
members were of thp opinion that the paper was of great interest
now and deserved every support.

This was the first meeting of the Guild since the passing cf Abram
Witkerson, a former secretary, who rendered yeoman service, and on
the call of Mr. E. Stone all stood for a few moments in silence.

The secretary was asked to convey to Mr. J. S. Goldsmith the
warmest wishes of the members for a complete restoration to health.

Votes of thanks were passed to all the officers for their services, to
the ladies who had prepared the tea, and to Mr. J. F. Clarke, who
is a vice-president of the Sports Club, and whose kindness in placing
a room at the disposal of tlie members was greatly appreciated.

Further handbell ringing was indulged in, Grandsire and Stedman
Triples and Grandsire Caters being successfully brought round.

Tunes were also played by Mr. C. H. Webb and his band, and a
song by Master Maurice Billington was well received. Train and bus
time brought a very enjoyable meeting to a close.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.

MEETING AT BARNSLEY.

The April meeting of the Barnsley and District Society was held at
the Royal Hotel, Barnsley, on Saturday week. It followed the funeral
of Mr. A. Gill, of Wath-on-Dearne, which most of the members
attended. Handbells were rung in the afternoon until 5.30, when tea
was served.

At the business meeting in the Crown Room, the president (Mr. E.
Brookes) occupied the chair, and members were present from Bolster-
stone, Eastwood, Felkirk, Hoylandswaine, Rawmarsh, Rotherham
Parish and Sandal.

The secretary informed the members that two members had passed
away since the last meeting, namely, Mr. J? Fitzgerald, of Monk
Bretton, and Mr. A. Gill, of Wath, and those present stood in silence
as a token of respect.

The business, being of the usual routine, was soon disposed of.

Mr. Nash, of Rotherham, praised the good work Mr. Gill had done
for the society. He was a good method ringer and striker on six,
eight and ten bells. He came to Wath-on-Deame about 30 years
ago. Mr. Nash expressed the great loss suffered by the*society by
his sudden death.

It was agreed to hold the next meeting at Felkirk on May 16th.

Further handbell ringing followed. The methods rung during the
afternoon and evening were Plain and Treble Bob Minor, Grandsire
Triples, Plain Bob Major, Plain, Little and Gainsborough Major
Spliced’, and a course each of Grandsire Caters and Bob Royal.

PRIMROSE SURPRISE MAJOR.
To the Editor.

Dear Si.-,—I notice that you have mentioned the peal of Primrose
Surprise Major. It was rung ten years ago at Edenliam in Lincoln-
shire, not at Edenbridge ae stated.

The lata Rev. H. L. James gave us the method and two peals of it
on liis last visit to Edenham a few weeks before his death, but we
were verv sorrv not to be able to score the peal before he was taken
from us. - ARTHUR |I. HOLMFS.

Edenham.
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