If the rope is too long, it will go taut later, anddisturbances. It's worth getting it just right, sinc

e Lee your hands will not rise as far, giving you lesyou will need less effort to strike accurately.
'& (o) time to feel what is going on. If the rope is too The best length to control the bell when huntir
9,‘ short, your arms will be over stretched at everyp and down (or dodging over or under)

back stroke, possibly lifting you onto your toesdifferent from the correct rope length for round

%

4@ Having your arms jerked like this isSo when ringing a method, be prepared to adj
Cu( uncomfortable, and makes it very hard to fedhe rope length slightly every time you chang

what the bell is doing. speed, ie as you 'go round the corners of the t

A regular feature sponsored by the Central All rules have exceptions, and so does the otiee’. How much change you need depends on

@ Council Education Committee about rope length. If you are ringing a very lighbell, perhaps a foot for a very heavy bell, or

www.cccbr.org.uk/education/ bell, it needs a correspondingly light touch, whicttouple of inches for a small one. Remember t

. can be difficult if you force yourself to move yourto coordinate changing the rope length with wh

The Iong and short of it arms further than necessary, especially sincetle bell is doing, by pulling it more or less on tt

In response to a letter from a reader, the Editgmall wheel limits the natural movement of therevious stroke.

suggested an article about rope length. Ringingpe anyway. Adjusting the length

with the wrong rope length is a leading cause of
difficulty for many ringers, so it is worth making
the effort to understand the effects of rope length,
and how to spot and correct the associated
problems.

To state the obvious - the rope is the only
connection between you and the bell.  The rope
lets you feel what the bell is doing, and it lets you
control the bell by varying the strength and timing
of the force you apply to the rope. Having the
wrong rope length makes it harder to do both
things properly.

What do we mean by ropelength?

Like many ringing terms, the words don't mean
what a layman would expect - we don't mean the
length on the order for new ropes.

When you are ringing, only the rope above
where you grip it is active - it is the length from
there that matters. If someone says 'shorten your becomes second nature. Ringing Minimus c
rope' it means 'move your hands up the rope' not create the need for large speed changes, whic
‘chop a bit off. ‘Length' is measured from you&ope length and control . good practice, or you could ring a single bell wit
hands, but where is it measured to? The boundaryThe second use of the rope is to exert contrglreme speed changes and dodging.
between short and long is not a fixed height frofiVer what the bell does, not just making minor \yhen you can adjust the rope effortiessly
the floor, but based on your ideal reach whefPrrections as mentioned above, but moving #eeded, you no longer need to cling on tightly f
ringing the bell. So is rope length just a matter giround in response to the demands of the methogha that your hands will slip down the rope
personal preference? Personal yes, but more to#ting up, hunting down, dodging, and so Ofe|ax your hands when not actually pulling - it
with performance than preference, as we shall s€¥! most bells, that needs power, that you mUgf ch less tiring. The rope will slip the odd inc
below. accurately control. Rope length affects both thg,n, time to time, but it won't matter because y
Rope length and feeling power you can deliver, and the accuracy Witly; automatically adjust it as soon as you feel tt

Ideally you would like to know what the bell j Which you can control it need, possibly without being aware of doing so.

doing all the time, so you would have no For a given force, the.longer the pull, the morg ength of ropesin general

. . . effect it has. If the rope is too long, it shortens the . . .
surprises, but in fact you can't. When the rope IS0l Also. vour arms pull most effectively when There is another related sense in which we ti
taut you can feel what is happening at the Othgéa(.:hin L’Jy The bgcome less ef‘fectii//e whe%f ropes being long or short. If a typical ringe
end of it, but the rope is slack for about half th e artg be?{t whic?: is what happens if the ro e\{éould have too much spare rope flapping belc
time - while the bell swings through about threg;o{ong ’ PP P€{Re hands when ringing with the correct rog

quarters of a revolution. Through these gaps, you ngth, then the rope is long. Similarly, if .

. Ringing with too short a rope creates a differerg?/ ; . , ;
n . . .~ typical ringer's hands would be off the tail er
pgroblem. The jerk as your arms reach the limit c{ ing to ring with the correct rope length then tf

their travel applies a considerable check to the/'"9
ope is too short.

S Of course these definitions beg the question
fm%at the typical ringer is like. Looking at the

Always shorten the rope while it is slack,
your upper hand moves to the tail end on the w
down from the handstroke. Get hold further alol
the rope (away from the end) than normal a
then move the other hand up next to it. Do tf
quickly before the rope moves up towards tl
backstroke and becomes taut.

Lengthening the rope is slightly different
Make sure you have pulled it enough to make
rise, and then relax your grip slightly as your arr
move to full reach at backstroke, letting a littl
rope slip through your hands. How much wi
depend on how hard you pulled it the previol
stroke. Don't artificially pay out rope without firs
ensuring that the bell will rise enough to take 1
the slack. Obviously you must grasp the ro
firmly again to pull down.

Practise until until adjusting the rope lengt

when you last felt it.

If you can't feel what the bell is doing, youbeII. If you are trying to make the bell rise, that

won't know whether you need to make an . .
. o ; theck wastes the energy you have just put in,
adjustments to strike it where you intended. If i .
rises faster than you expected, you need to chetk- must pull even harder to achieve any use opes in some towers, you might think the loc
Y p Y effect. You might of course be intending to checlPP /€S, y '9
ringers were all midgets, but in most cases th

it slightly but if it rises more slowly than . : )
expected, you must check it as little as possiblthe bell - yanking your arms will certainly do that,are not. This seems to be much more comm
’ But it won't be very controlled. It might be too :

If it rises a earlier or later than expected, then you - . than short ropes, which are fairly rare.
need to lengthen or shorten your strokrenUCE Ot; tooﬂ little, and you will be unable to do People Wh‘; keep their ropes}Ilong say that sh
accordingly. In all cases, you must make thguen @ O.Ut It.' ringers must be able to reach the rope, wheree
judgement soon enough to give your arm musclgéettmg it right tall ringer can always make do if it is too long
time to respond and make corrections, so it is in The best length depends on the bell, the spegffis view condemns tall ringers to ring with rop
your interests to keep the rope taut for as long &6 1inging, your build, and how you are feeling45ning in their faces or with the rope too long i
possible. The rope length determines how lorlgPking at where your hands are before you stgit e proper control. A more enlightened view
you have between when it first tightens, normallyjvon't tell you this. The only reliable way is t0 doya¢ short ringers can always stand on boxes to
with your hands about chest height, and when lftPY feel, so expect to adjust your rope a little agg right rope length, whereas there are no hc
reaches the top of the stroke. The higher yo)ffU Settle into rounds. If your shoulders arg,r (o) ringers to stand in. Heavy-bell ringer
arms go, the longer this period. The right lengtRulled out of their sockets, then the rope is oy jarly stand on boxes, and even take pride
takes your arms comfortably to full reach. Not&hort. If everything feels floppy and your handgging 5o,

the word comfortably. If you are not veryN€Ver go very high, then itis too long. Fine tune \yhat if your tower has no boxes? Perhaps it
flexible, it will be a bit lower than it would for it t find the length that makes you feel most ifyye that you acquired some.

someone more supple. control, and most able to handle any unforeseen Tail End
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