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CHURCH CLOCKS.

OHN SMITH & SONS, Midland
_Steam Clock Works, Queen Street,

Derby, Makers of Clocks or Chimes for the following
Parish Churches in various parts of the Country—

Fowey (Cornwall), Clyst St. George (Devon), Childe
Okefordy (Dorset), Ruishton (Somerset), Crudwell (Wilts),
Oaksey (Gloucestershire), Condover (Salop), Tittleshall
(Norfolk), Kelvedon (Essex), Leafield (Oxon), Kuowl Hiil
(Berks), Tysoe (Warwick), Clent (Worcestershire), Ut-
toxeter (Staftord), Ashover { Derbyshire), Rudston (Yorks),
Newchurch (Lancashire), Woodford (Cheshire), Thim-
bleby (Lincolnshire), Syston { Leicester), Gedling (Notts),
Dry {)rayton (Cambs)

Estimates, with Designs and particulars, free on
application.

ANDBELL MUSIC.— JUST
published, by permission of Mr, IEoseph Williams,
24, Berners Street, London, E.C,, “ The Legend of the
Bells,” from * Les Cloches de Corneville.” Large peal,
seven ringers, G238 to C 1, price 3s. Medium peal, six
ringers, C 22 to C 1, price 3s.
- Also by permission of Messrs. Morgan and Scott, 12
Paternoster Buildings, London, E.C., the three beautiful
melodies from Sankey's collection—'* Gospel Bells,”
“Ring the Bells of Heaven,” and “Joy Bells.” For
small peal, two octaves in G, with F naturals and
C sharps also, price 1s. 6d.

Wwu. Gorpon, 20, Crowther Street, Stockport.

.STANDARD METHODS IN THE
ART OF CHANGE-RINGING.

By JaspErR W. SnowpON.

Full explanations and: rules for ringing all the best
methods, from 5 to 8 bells, with plain course diagrams of
each method printed in full, with coloured lines.

Post-Free, 2s. 6d.
J. W. Snxowpow, Old Bark Chambers, Leeds.

GEORGE WELCH,
(Successor to George Stockham)
% HAND-BELL+EOUNDER, 3
51, Bankside, Southwark, London, S.E.

Musical Hand-Bells to any size or key; Chliromatic or
Diatonic Scales.

Oy Bells sepuized or angmented to uny size, on the
most reasonable terms,

PRICE LIST ON APPLICATION.

THOMAS HOOPER,
Church Bel Hanger,

WOODBURY, NEAR EXETER

Undertakes to hang Church Bells singleor in peal, on the

most jmproved principles, and best workmanship and

materiais,

+The Ellacombe chiming apparatus fixed at the cost of
£1 per bell,  Over 200 sets have already been fixed,

JAMES SHAW, SON, & CO.,

CHURCH 'AND CARILLON
Bell Founders,

AXD

CHURCH BELL HANGERS,
LEEDS ROAD, BRADFORD,

YORKS.,
ESTABLISHED 1848.

Bells cast Singly or in Rings. Church Bells,
School Bells, and Factory Bells.
OLD BELLS RECAST OR REHUNG.

MUSICAL HAND BELLS

In sets, Diatonic or Chromatic Scales.

Musical Clock Bells and Carillons to any
Size or Number.

Manufacturers by Steam Powey of every
desoription of

Church, Turret, and Publi¢ Clocks.

Prioe Lists and Estimates Free.

BRADFORD EXHIBITION, 1882.
THREE Prize Medalsawarded for Clocks and
Bells. * Silver Medal—the Highest Award for
Bells in all classes, and special mention by the
Jurors for great purity of tone,

1J. WARNER & SONS, Bell and Brass

FounpERs To HER MAJESTY,
THE CRESCENT Fouxpry, CRIPPLEGATE, LONDOX E.C,,
Musical Bell Founders.

Hand-Bells in Sets, in Diatonic or Chromatic Scales.
Clocks, Bells, and Carillons in any size or numbef.
Bells of every description and size.
PUBLISHERS OF
THE ABC OF HAND-BELL RINGING
by S. B. GosLiw, in which are Tunes suited for chiming

on large bells. Price 1s.

“TJust the thing which was wanted for ?;;)ung beginners
« . . Werecommend it.""—Chkurch Bells. .

“This little book will be very acceptable.”—Church
Review, . . . - .
THR MUSICAL HAND-BELL RINGERS'

INSTRUCTOR, Part IL, containirgg the Theory and

Practite of Hand-Bell Music and Tunes for Musical

Hand-Bells, by S. B. GosLiN. _Price 2s.

“We advise all who are desirous of making progress
with Hand-Bells to get it."—Church Bells.. .

“ A work of great practical utility."—City Press,

“ We heartily recommend it.”—Church Review.

THE FIRST STEPS TO BELL-RINGING
UPON CHURCH BELLS. Prices. ByS.B.GosLIN,

“ We have no hesitation in saying that it is the best
Elementary Introduction to the exercise of Bell-Ringini
;;luRounds and Changes we have met with.”"—Churc

ells. .

“It is clear and simple in style, and is altogether just
the book to place in the hands of persons desirous of
knowing for themselves something of the Art.”"—York-
shirve Gazette.

Turrvet € Chueely Clochs €

| Gﬂzxr@ms.
LUND & BLOCKLEY,

42, Pall Mall, London, S.W.,

Workshops :—WiLLiAm AND Mary Yarp,
PULTENEY STREET, W.
Indian. Branch :—RAMPART Row, Bowmsay.
Clock and Watch Manufacturers to the Queen ; H.M.
Imperial Governmeut ; the Admiralty: the War
Office ; the Royal Geographical Society ; Indian
State Ratlways, &c. &c.; Makers of

THE GREAT BOMBAY CLOCK & CARILLOKS.

Estimates on Application. -

WILLIAM PAWSON,

Handbell Founder,

10, PLAID ROW, SHANNON STREET, Leeds,
Yorkshire. :
O1d Peals augmented or repaired on the mosé
reasonable terms.

rite for Bebised Price Kist
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BRITISH EMPIRE

- iantual Life Assuronce
NEW BRIDGE STREET, LONDON, E.C.

-
v

Tompany,

ESTABLISHED 1847.

EMPOWERED BY SPECIAL ACT OF PARLIAMENT.

-
v

POLICIES IN FORCE nearly .. ... ... .. o o«
ANNUAL INCOME .. .. .. ..
ACCUMULATED FUND nearly

PATD IN CLAIMS

£4,000,000.

£159,888.
£1,000,000.
£1,099,510.

This Company being established on the Mutnal Principle, all profits belong to Policy-Holders. The Average Cash Bonus (Triennially)
exceeds Twenty per cent. on the Premiums paid. Total amount of Profits already distributed amongst Policy-Holders, £847,000.

Prospectuses, with Copies of the last Report and Balance Sheet, Board of Trade Returns, &c., can be obtained on application to any

Agent of the Company, or will be sent on application to .

EDWIN BOWLEY, Secretary.

G. R. BANKS,

CHURCH BELL HANGER,
108, LOWER KENNINGTON LANE, LONDON, S.E.

@ai&w&tw Ffor fte-hangiyg, Be-rasting, Pew Jeals, etc,

One Hundred closely-printed pages, Post free, 1s. 13d.

A TREATISE ON TREBLE BOB,
PART I
By JaspEr W. Snowpon.
A History of the Progress in Composing and Ringing
Peals of TREBLE BoB, with an account of the different
long lengths rung on each number of bells ;

An Essay on the In and Out-of-Course of the Chankes ;
The mode of prieking touches and geals; the qualities
and mode of transgosmg peals; elaborate instructions
on the Proof and Composition of peals; and a chapter
on conducting and calling round.

J. W. SNownoN, Old Bank Chambers, Leeds,

ROPE-SIGHT:

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE ART OF CHANGE~RINGING.
BY JASPER W. SNOWDON. Tamp EDITION.
London : Wells Gardney, Darton, & Co.
CONTENTS.;—On the Management of a Bell; on Ringing Rounds; on

icking Changes; on Ringing Changes on Three, Four, Five, Six, Seven, and Eight Bells; on Prickin,
Touchl;;lcarigg Pealsgby the leagtegds and coursereuds;' on Conduétmg’ and Cazllmg Round ; on Raising an
Falling in Peal, Chiming, Covering, etc.

Post-free, 1s. 6d., from ¥. W. Snowdon, Old Bank Chambers, Leeds.

One Hundved andPT:;iﬂySix closely-printed pages,
0st-,

-free, 25. 13d.
A TREATISE ON TREBLE BOB,
PART 11,
By Jasper W. SnowbpoN.
A Collection of Two Thousand peals of TRepLE Bos
MiNOR, MajoRr, Rovavr, and Maximus, with the Tenors
together ; and a Selection of Musical Compositions with
the Tenors parted. Arranged with their reverke
variations under a simple classification, with remarks
upon the different qualities in each class; with particu-
lars of the time of performance, etc.

The last chapter is devoted to a list of the names of
Composers of the different peals, with various particu-
lars, and in the cases of deceased Composers with the
dates of death, age, etc.

J. W. Snowpon, Old Bank Chambers, Leeds.

Chonge-Ringing Disentangled,

FULL Instructions for Beginners in Ringing and Pricking ; together with
Hints on the Management of Belfries; Rules for Ringers; the care of Church Towers, etc.

By the REV. WOOLMORE WIGRAM, Hertford.
Published by G. Bell & Sons, York Street, W.C.

HANDBELIL MUSIC.

JUST PUBLISHED.
HANDEL'S HARMONIOUS BLACKSMITH,
Consisting of the Theme and four Variations; Including the Celebrated Triplets.
Ringers, Large peal, G 25 to G 04, price 3s. 6d.
to C 1, price 3s.

For eight
For six Ringers, Medium peal, C 22

In PrEPARATION, THE BLUE DANUBE WALTZ.
‘William Gordon, 20, Crowther Street, Stockport.

WANTED, an Experienced Bell-

tuner, to assist in finishing Musical Handbells
MEARS AND STAINBANK, 267, Whitechapel Road, London.

SQEVERAL SETS of Second-hand

. Bells. Suitable for Change-ringing and Tune-
playing, cheap, Particulars, Jos. SHAW, SoN aND Co.,
Bellfounders, Bradford, Yorks.

WILLIAM LARGE,

Bashet Wanufacturer,

And all kinds of Artistic Wicker-work,
COLLEGE STREET, WORCESTER.

RINTING OF EVERY DES.

cription executed at the office of this paper, The
Annual Reports of the various Diocesan Guilds and
Associations, executed in an appropriate style. All kinds
of Printing and articles of Stationery required by the
Clergy promptly supplied. Commissions from any of
the readers of this paper to any London house will ba
attended to free of charge. -

Authors' copy collated ready for Printing.
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i
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CENTRAL TOWERS.

Tuis construction implies a tower with openings at the base,
for the movement and vision of the congregation ; and naturally
requires far greater skill both on the part of the builder, and
architects, than a tower which may spring entirely from the
ground, or have a single large arch alone opening into the
interior. Mr. Fergusson, in his “ History of Architecture,” con-
demns the central tower entirely, and with regard to modern
church building has devoted a special chapter to his views
thereon, in which he expresses regret that his observations with
respect to suggestions to the Edinburgh Cathedral committee
will probably be like water poured on a duck’s back. Thecentral
tower at Edinburgh, surmounted by a stone lantern and spire,
is, in the interior of the church, quite novel, and to the mind of
the writer fully removes the evils Mr. Fergusson writes against,
always provided the structure is not on the move. This last
evil Mr. Cunninghame fully proves in our last issue. Now what
is the peculiarity of this modern construction ? The usual four
piers are provided, but of unusual width apart; and round
these there does not exist any dead wall. The side aisles of the
transept at each angle are equal, and re-enter with the choirand
naveaisles on each hand; consequently the toweris actuallylikean
island, saving only of course the counter arches so well described.
It would thus appear that vision in any, or all directions, is
without difficulty obtained, unless in the immediate vincity of a
pier, which may also happen in a building of the Italian style,
which Mr. Fergusson would always have us adopt.

Central towers are the best bell sites in point of height, as the
whole church has to be first scaled, but with regard to stability,
many questions at once open. In earlier numbers of this
journal the origin of this construction was shown to be, in the
first instance, the Byzantine cupola narrowed, and made square
into a lantern.

The Edinburgh Cathedral, although indeed copied from the
first pointed style is essentially of modern construction. What
ancient church was built, chiefly by the assistance of a steam
engine ? - During the comparatively very short period of building
this entire edifice (except the twin western towers) complicated

steam' machinery was constantly at work between theigreat .

plers of the tower. So rapidly did the edifice assume large pro-
portions that it is really hard to believe time could have been
allowed for natural settlement. From any lofty point, such as
the Castle Rock, etc., the appearance presented to the mind
was a great ruined abbey becoming gradually enclosed by roofs,
ete. - Winchester and Durham have indeed the transept aisles
as this at Edinburgh; but if many cathedral ground plans be
examined their presence is exceptional; notably Canterbury,
where the four great piers have such grandeur, relieved by the
counter arched screens in mid-air, added by Prior Goldstone.
Engineers, however, look upon these as useless.
great inverts at Wells; how structural necessity was made

beautiful in form in the central tower arrangement, weakness

having been suspeéted.

THE SOUTH LINCOLNSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

Witness the

GRANDSIRE TRIPLES.

IN connection with this subje&, the Rev. C. D. P. Davies again
writes :— . o
“ Forgive my asking you again for a little space for a few further
remarks on Grandsire Triples as a sequel to my communication to
your last issue. :
“The four peals there given, in common with Holt's ten-part,
consist, each of them, of two sets of five parts. At the completion of
each set of five parts occurs what is commonly known as a ‘ Holt’s
Single.’ Each set of five contains an equal number of changes, and
therefore the singles fall at the middle and end of the peal. But the
?arts in one set.of five need not necessarily be equal to the parts in the
ollowing set. One set of five parts may be composed with less than
thirty-six leads to the part, and the other set of five with consequently
more than that number. Though the second single will then still, and
always, fall at the end of the peal, the first will no longer fall midway.
If we have the five short parts first, it will occur before the middle ; if
the five long parts come first, it will not occur till after that place has
been passed. The two following peals give the least possible number
of changes in each part of one set of five, together with the greatest
possible number in the other, In other words, if the five short parts
of the following peals be called first, the first single will be brought up
as early as it can possibly occur. If the five long parts come first it
will then fall as near the end of the peal as it can.
* Though these peals can scarcely be said to look symmetrical, they
are not altogether devoid of interest from a theoretical point of view ;
and, it is hoped, may be also found of some praical value. Itis
interesting to know that in a ten-part peal the first five parts may.be
concluded as early as the 49oth change, or may be prolonged to the
4550th.  Practically, some ringers may be glad to have safely passed
the first single in the first 500 of a peal, and to be freed from any
anxiety as to its causing a break-down, when they have successfully
toiled half-way through. Once past the single, both conductor and
ringers go placidly on with five simple parts of bobs only, to the very
end. ‘Many a good band has foundered on Holt's midway single.
Surely.none ever did so at the final one.
“ The short parts are the same in both peals. The calling of the
long parts may be reversed. This property, together with the alter-
native of calling the long parts first, gives four possible variations of
each of the two following peals. They are numbered in sequence to
those in your last issue. CuArRLES D. P. Davigs.”

(5 235476 (5:and 6) 6) 235476
— 234567 —_
64 —_— 64273

752634
347265
653724
246375

A Quarterly Meeting of this Association was held at the *“Nag's
Head,” Bourn, on Wednesday, January 16th. There was no business
of any great importance transacted.  The Rev. R. G. Ash, Vicar of
Fulney, Spalding, presided. After the meeting, a goodly number of
members sat down to dinner, provided by the host of the above-named
inn, and which repast met with due justice from the company. The
Vicar of Bourn presided. Several touches were rung throunghont the

* day, among which was a half-peal of Oxford Treble Bob by the parish
church company of Spalding. The Annual Meeting of this Association
will be held at Swineshead during Easter week. ’ .

—_—————

BressiNg THE BELLS AT St. MARY'S (Ric.) CHURCH, BLACKHILL,
NEwcASTLE.—On Janunary 2oth, Dr. Bewick, Roman Catholic Bishop
of Hexham and Newcastle, conducted a special service in St. Mary's
Roman Catholic Church, at which the peculiar ceremonial of
“ blessing the bells” was performed. The bells, six in number, have
been cast by Messrs. Taylor, of Loughborough, Leicestershire, the
targest weighing one ton, and the smallest eight cwt. The probable
cost of the peal is about £650, and it is expected the bells will be hung
in a fortnight. There was a large congregation present, and at night
Dr. Bewick preached to a crowded congregation. The rev. gentleman
was assisted in the ceremony by the Revs. Father Smith and Father

Power.
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SLOUGH, BUCKS.

On Tuesday, January 22nd, the St. Mary’s parish church company
held their Annual Dinner at «* The Crown,” where a most substantial
repast was placed before them. Mr. W. Leader, steeplekeeper,
occupied the chair, and Mr. A. Hampton the vice. The cloth being
removed, the toast—‘* The Slough Society,” was proposed, and drunk
with enthusiasm. The remainder of the evening was devoted to song
and sentiment, and was closed by the National Anthem, sung by -the
whole company, who dispersed to their homes shortly afterwards, to
ruminate on the agreeable hours they had spent together.
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THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday last, Jthis Association held its February meeting at
Bradford. In' the morning ten members assembled at the parish
church, and rang a peal of 5080 Kent Treble Bob Royal, a record of
which will be found on another page. After the peal, the ringers had
dinner together at the Central Restaurant. By noon, the members
began to arrive in large numbers from all parts of the county, and
from then until half-past four, the bells of the parish church, St.
James’s, and St. John's, were kept going by the visitors. At that time
about 200 sat down to tea in the parish church shools, which had been
very readily and kindly lent by the Vicar, the Rev. Dr. Bardsley.
The tea was provided by Miss Naylor, confectioner, daughter of one
of the parish church ringers, and gave much satisfaction. The tables
also were prettily decorated with plants by Mr. J. Sowden, the royal
gardener of Manningham, who generously lent the plants from his
well-known nurseries at Heaton, and personally superintended the
placing of them. After tea the members adjourned into the girls’
schoolroom, when the chair was taken by J. W. Snowdon, Esq.,
President, who was accompanied on the platform by the Rev. Dr.
Bardsley, .Vicar of Bradford, Rev. C. H. King, A.K.C., Vicar of

Bolton, Rev. G. W. Kendall, curate, parish church, Alderman
Nathan Atkinson, Councillor John Hitchen, T. Illingworth,
Esq., Mr. W. Whitaker (secretary), and the members of the

Committee. The large room was well filled. The minutes of the
preceeding meeting having been read and passed, the chairman brieffy
reviewed the position of the Society, stating, amid cheers, that they
would soon have the sum of £100 in the bank. He then read a letter
which he had received from the Saddleworth Society, inviting the
Association to hold its next meeting at that place on June 14th, the
letter also stated that the Saddleworth bells are being augmented from
six to eight, the opening of which is to take place shortly. It was
agreed unanimously to accept the invitation, Mr, Whitaker proposed
a vote of thanks to the vicars and churchwardens of the parish church,
St. James’s, and St. John’s, for the use of the bells ; this having been
seconded by Mr. G. Bolland, one of the vice-presidents, was carried
very heartily. The Rev. Dr. Bardsley, on rising to respond, received
a warm greeting, and in the course of a very humorous and intersting
speech, remarked that he was glad to be present among the ringers;
he was also very pleased to know that the Society had agreed to hold
its next meeting at Saddleworth, as that was but a very short distance
from his birthplace. He concluded by wishing the Association God-
speed, and assured them that whenever they should again visit Brad-
ford, the parish church bells and-the schools were entirely at their
disposal. The Rev. C. H. King, also received a hearty reception. He
spoke of the duties and responsibilities of the ringers, both with regard
to themselves, and the young ones whom they were training. He
mentioned the very pleasant service and tea which was held at Bolton
in November last, and repeated some remarks which he made at that
time, how that the ringing of the bells brought to his mind so forcibly
the scenes of his boyhood’s home, when he used toswander by the
river side listening to the sweet sound of the bells in their village
church. He gave the ringers some very practical advice, and his
remarks were much applauded. A cordial vote of thanks was then
passed to the Bradford Amalgamated Society, for the manner in which
they had-provided for the Association, and to the ladies who had
assisted at the tea. On the motion of the Rev. C. H. King, seconded
by the Rev. Dr. Bardsley, a vote of thanks was passed to Mr.
Snowdon for presiding, and the chairman having replied, the meeting
concluded about seven o'clock. The ringers then met in the three
towers, and at the headquarters of the Bradford Amalgamated Society,
and ringing was kept up until after nine o'clock. This was the most
successful ringers’ meeting ever held in Bradford, and it is pleasing to
add that the Bradford ringers received every encouragement {rom
both clergy and laity, in their work of preparing for it. )

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

GarsToN (Lancashire).—On Saturday, January 26th, the funeral of
the late Rev. Canon J. Evans, M.A,, of Grassendale, took place, when
the bells of the parish church were rung muffled as the mournful cortege
passed from the deceased’s residence to the church, and also asthe
cortege was proceeding to the cemetery. And in the evening, after a
few 6-scores of Grandsire Doubles, conducted by Mr. J. Alexander, a
360 of Grandsire Minor. S. Gough, 1; W. Turner, 2; J. Alexander,
3; W. Weaver, 4; S. Atkins, 5; F. Turner (conductor), 6. On
Monday, February 4th, the above party again met and rang a 720 of
Grandsire Minor, as a token of respect to the above deceased
gentleman.

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

THE February Meeting will be held at Darlington on Monday,
the 25th instant, G. J. CLARKSON, Hon. Sec.

A PEEP AT A FEW SUSSEX TOWERS.

Having read with so much interest the many accounts of
bells in various counties, I am induced to make our readers
acquainted as far as I am able, with a few of the Sussex towers
and bells.

Taking the county through, as we shall see, and considering
the number of rings of from five to eight bells—there is not a
ring of ten in the county—Sussex appears to be rather behind-
hand in the matter of change-ringing, in comparison with most
other counties. Occasionally, we hear of a peal being rung at
Horsham, and the Brighton ringers have been more than usually
busy this winter, having scored three peals—two at Brighton,
and one at Heene, Worthing.

Entering the county by the main line from the metropolis, the
first railway station within the boundary we arrive at is ““ Three
Bridges,” about thirty miles from London.

A walk of a mile and a quarter to the west of this station
brings to the little town of Crawley, where we find an excellent
ring of eight, tenor 14 cwt,, placed here through the exertions
of the Rector, the Rev.]. B. Lennard, in 1880. Seage’s dumb
practice apparatus, and the Ellacombe chiming hammers, are
affixed to the bells. The ringing-chamber is a model of what
such a place should be. About the same distance, on the east
side of Three Bridges, we come to the ancient parish church of
‘Worth, containing a ring of six, tenor 8% cwt. These bells were
cast from the old four in the tower in 1844. It is rather a curious
fact that the tenor of these old four was reputed to weigh a ton
by the then ringers, whereas when taken down she turned the
scales at 12 cwt.! and the third bell weighed 15 cwt. How often
we find in country places that the bells of the parish church are
estimated to weigh a deal more than they actually do. There is
a very enthusiastic party of young ringers here, as readers of our
paper may have noticed.

Four miles south of Worth lies the village of Balcombe, with
its neat and compa& church, encircled by a belt of fir trees.
This church is a quarter-of-a-mile from the Balcombe railway
station., Two of the old three bells were taken down in 1879,
the third bell, dated 1628, being retained as the fifth in the
ring of six then put into the tower; tenor 11 cwt. in A flat.

LONG LENGTHS ON FIVE BELLS (1500 AND OVER),
IN SOUTH LINCOLNSHIRE.

Ox the 27th of February, 1775, was rung at Whaplode church,
eighty-four 6-scores, in all 10,080 changes, in 7 hrs. 26 mins. Wm.
Jackson, 1; Richd. Harwood, 2; Wm. Money, 3; Stephen Dairf, 4;
Richard Pottenger, 5; the bells being raised and falled in the time
without stopping. The method is not stated on the tablet which
records this, though probably every peal was in the same method.
Whaplode bells were cast by {Henry Penn, of Peterborough. in 1718,
tenor 13 cwt.

At Pinchbeck, forty-two 6-scores, or 5040 changes, were rung many
years ago, particulars of which I have not by me. Pinchbeck bells
were cast by Toby Morris, of Stamford, in 1619 and 1677. Tenor 20 cwt.

To come to more recent times, at Tydd St. Mary’s, on Thursday,
September 8th, 1882, there were rung eighteen and one-third 6-
scores, or 2200 changes, in three methods, viz : Grandsire, Plain Bob,
and Old Doubles, in 1 hr. 25 mins. E. Coulson, 1; E. A. Pritheroe,
2; R.J.Key, 3; R.Tilbrook, 4; J. R. Jerram, 5. The bells were
cast by T. Osborn, of Downham, in 1788. Tenor 13 cwt. .

At Gedney, on passing the year 1799 out and 1800 in, the bells
were raised, 1560 changes, or thirteen 6-scores, were rung and falled in
58 mins. Joseph Pitcher, 1; Wm. Hayes, 2; Thos. Pinder, 3; Joseph
George, 4 ; ]ohn Bilton, 5. The bells were cast by T. Osborn, of
Downham, in 1794. Tenor 16 cwt.

Several date touches have also been rung lately, including one at
Fishtoft, recorded in " Tueg BELL NEws”™ a week or two ago. Fish-
toft bells were cast by Henry Penn, of Peterborough, in 1713.
Tenor about 11 cwt. J. R. JERRAM.

BIRMINGHAM AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATION.

A QUARTERLY MEETING of the above Asssciation will be held at
Bromsgrove, on the 16th inst., when all who take any interest in the
art of change-ringing are earnestly requested to attend. The tower
of St. John’s (ten bells), will be open during the afternoon, business
transacted subsequently at the ** Golden Lion Hotel,” the club house
of the Bromsgrove branch of the Association,

King's Novton. J. WriuT. Hon. Sec.
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THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—BRAINTREE.

The following is the work done by the Braintree company during
the month of January :—

January 1st, 720 Oxford Treble Bob; January sth, 720 Bob Minor,
720 College Exercise; January 6th, 720 Oxford Delight, 720 Wood-
bine, 120 Imperial; January 8th, 120 London Surprise, 120 London
Scholars’ Pleasure; January 12th, 720 London Surprise, 360 Court
Single; January 13th, 720 London Scholars’ Pleasure, 360 Imperial,
105 Bob Minor, 144 Oxford Treble Bob, 720 Bob Minor, 720 Court
Single; January 15th, 720 New London, 720 Imperial; January zoth,
720 Violet, 720 Bob Minor, 240 Bob Minor, 720 Kent Treble Bob, 720
Bob Minor, 240 Oxiord Treble Bob; January 22nd, 720 Double
Court, 240 Oxford Treble Bob; January 26th, 720 London Scholars’
Pleasure; January 27th, 720 Oxford Treble Bob, 720 Oxford Treble
Bob ; January 28th, 120 Imperial, 120 Oxford Delight, 120 Violet, 192
Cambridge Surprise, 96 New Loudon, 48 College Exercise, 120 Lon-
don Scholars’ Pleasure, g6 Woodbine, ‘144 Oxford Treble Bob.
Practice nights every Tuesday and Saturday at seven o'clock.

L PRESENTATION BY THE HOLY TRINITY SOCIETY, HULL.
T O~ Wednesday, January 3oth, this society held their Annual Dinner
. at *“The Malt Shovel” inn, North Church Side, when members and
o their friends, to the number of thirty-six, sat down to an excellent
v repast. The chair was occupied by the Master, Mr. Charles Jackson,
v and the vice-chair by Mr. William Southwick. After dinner, the
: usual loyal toasts were duly given.

The Rev. JamEs Foorp, Vicar of Kirk Ella, near Hull, honored the
society with his company, and in proposing * Health and Success to
the Society,” said that as soon as he received the invitation he gladly
accepted it. He considered that bells were productive of the most
delightful and soul-stirring music, and that perhaps it was on this
account that the ancients adopted the use of bells for calling people to
worship. Some people who were not acquainted with ringing seemed
to think that there was very little more art in ringing tower bells than
in ringing a dinner bell, which was of course for want of knowledge.
For his own part, he confessed that while pursuing his studies at

Oxford the bells were a source of annoyance to him, but now that he
& had got a good peal of six, it was a pleasure to him to listen to changes —_—
b well struck. The rev. gentleman, in conclusion, wished every success INFORMATION SUPPLIED.—A valuable contributor to our columns
] sends the following :—** In the article the week before last entitled, ' Our

to the society, and hoped to have the pleasure of hearing a 5040 in ¢
seven different methods, as soon as the society could make it conve- first six-score,’ the writer expressed a wish tk}at he could find the number
nient to pay him a visit. : of Chambers' Fournal, that first started him in his career as a bell-ringer.

Mr. Jacxsow, in responding to the toast, congratulated the society By a curious coincidence, if 1 may so term it, I am able to
on their performances during the past year. There had been more | supply him with the information he requires. When in Calcutta last
peals rung by the society during the year, and in a greater variety of | summer, I bought off a dusky second-hand bookseller, a number of
methods than in any prévious year, ‘The peals recorded were 5088 of | monthly parts, without sequence, of Chambers’ Fournal, and in the
Yorkshire Court Major, 5088 of Bob Major, 5280 of Grandsire Major, | column of contents printed on the wrapper of that journal appeared
and four peals of Grandsire Triples, on the bells of Holy Trinity | the item ‘Church Bells.” I turned eagerly to look for the page, but
church. He concluded by reminding them that unity is strength, and | found no such number within the covers, and further examination
hoped that success would crown their future efforts. showed that the cover did not belong to the part upon which it was

¢
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After a course upon the handbells, the vice-chairman, after some | placed. What was more disappointing, an examination of the whole l
I

suitable remarks, presented Mr. Charles Jackson, on behalf of the | of my purchase, some twenty monthly parts, failed to reveal the
society, with a handsome pendant for a watch-guard, in the shape of | missing part, so all that remained was to take a note of the date of the

a gold bell, which has been very ably executed by Messrs. Kirk and | cover with a view to purchase should opportunity offer. As you are i
Co., of Hull. aware, my time in England is so short, that I cannot spare any of it i
" Mr. JacksoN, in accepting the gift, tendered his sincere thanks to | to hunt up old books, but I may, through you, ask ‘J.' to oblige me i
the society for their very kind present, and said it was a great pleasure | with the loan of the article again, through you, should he be so A
to him to know that his endeavours to promote the science had met | fortunate as to obtain it. I find my note states . Chamber's Fournal, ’

|

with their approbation, and he assured them that he would do his best | about zoth to 30th April, 1870 ' the number not being printed on the

to merit that approbation in the future. wrapper.”’ o

The toast, ** Success to Kindred Societies,” and several others, AMonG our records of peals in this number will be found an aceount :

} followed. At intervals during the evening, a selection of tunes were | of a peal of Grandsire Triples rang at Bromsgrove, a neat town in }
; Worcestershire, lying about midway between Worcester and Bir- i

played upon the handbells, from music arranged by Mr. W. Gordon,
of Stockport, Mr. Barker presiding at the piano. The National
Anthem brought to a close one of the pleasantest evenings which the
‘Society has ever had. Several hon. members were made.

The Society takes this opportunity of thanking the Rev. Jas. Foord,
for so kindly favouring them with his presence, and regret that the
rev, gentleman was obliged to leave before his health was proposed.

mingham, by eight members of the Worcester Diocesan Association.
The local papers, in giving a notice of this performance, call it
“ Change-Ringing Extraordinary,” and to a certain extent this is so.
The ringer of the 2nd bell, Mr. James Hinton, is totally deaf, so much
so, that no matter how loud and shrill a noise may be made close
to his ear, he is unable to catch one particle of the sound. Our
readers may, on perusing these lines, ask, * How then, can such a one,
affli®ed in this manner, know when the bobs are called?” In this
instance, a person (Mr. T. Albutt) was employed to gently tap the
deaf ringer when the calls were uttered; and probably this is the
first peal in which a totally deaf ringer has been engaged, or the ser-
vices of a *‘tapper' have been called into requisition. Mr. Hinton
has for about twenty-five years laboured under this disability. We
recolle& him in the full enjoyment of all his faculties, prosecuting the |
study of the art with vigour and success, and promising to be as clever i
a ringer, both upon handbells and at the rope’s-end, as his father was 51

S G e

THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

WipForD {Essex).—The following changes were rung by the Widford
company during the year of 1883. Plain Bob Minor, g140; Cam-
bridge Surprise, 3720, College Exercise, 3620; Oxford Treble Bob,
3220; New London Pleasure, 1920; Kent Treble ‘Bob, 2240; Super-
lative Surprise, 1320; Double Court, 360; Grandsire Doubles, g6o ;
in which the following took part: J. Dains, E. Dains, W. Harvey, T.
Drake, W. Rowland, W. Hawkes, and M. Rolfe.

——

Tue ProvipENT L1FE OFFICE.—-The Reportof the Directors of this
old-established institution has been presented at its 78th Anuual
Meeting. ‘This interesting document should be perused by all who

before him. Swuffering from some affection of the eyes, he underwent
a surgical operation, which though partially retaining his powers of
vision, was the means, it is said, of depriving him of that of hearing.

The following letter has appeared in the Carlisle Fournal:— :
“Sir,—I dwell in a small Cumberland town, where the church bas recenily, i

e R g

are seeking for a trustworthy, substantial, and bona fide Assurance.
The claims, proposals for new insurances, income, and capital are
indicated by ngures which represent almost fabulous sums of money.
The office has over £r1,000,000 invested on mortgages of property
within the United Kingdom. The values paid upon bonus policies
ranged from 33 per cent—the minimum surrender value—to as much
as 93} per cent. of the premiums received. Though we have only
by mere accident seen the report of ** The Provident,” the popularity
the Office enjoys is the means of attracting attention to whatever
emanates from it, and thus we have been led to write the result of our
own convictions as to the value of such an Institution. Even in our
schooldays, we remember *The Provident ™ was spoken of as one of
the most flourishing institutions of the kind in existence, and we well
remember the sense of respe&, if not awe, with which we daily re-
garded ‘the inscription—'* Provident Life Office” upon the portals of
the local branch. It must be very gratifying to the management of
this " maturé’ corporation that the public generally appreciate the
advantages it offers, and it would be better if other Jold-established
societies of a similar description wonld imitate the one in question by

through the munificence of a neighbouring gentleman, been enriched with a fine
peal of bells. But the discovery has come upon the inhabitants sadly that it is one
thing to have a peal of bells, and quite another to ring them. Several times weekly
is night now rendered hideous by the frantic efforts of our local talent to ring the
bells separately and distinctly [rom each other, in which they fail most dismally. I
am unable even to record any improvement since the the first ghastly night when the
shadow of our impending troubles fell upon us.

“Early last week we were treated to a kind of special Christmas performance, the
remarkable feature of which appeared to be that each bell was rung on its own basis,
and entirely without regard to the proceedings of the other bells. Finding it im-
possible to pursue my work in the awful din, I took a walk to thechurch,and inquired
the meaning of the unearthly row. I was compassionately told, what I was evidently
expected to have known already, that bell-ringing is a highly difficult art to acquire.
Now, I don’t dispute this in the least, in fact, I am convinced it is so difficult that it
is a great pity ever to try to learn it.

“ Againon New Year's Eve, atter sundry incoherent performances at various hours
of the night, there was a furious pitched battle between several of the biggest bells
(five, I think, as far as I could distinguish), commencing at midnight and lasting more
than half-an-hour. This, combined with the wild vagaries of our local brass band,
which was braying about the streets, afforded quite a delightful musical treat.

“ Will some of your experienced readers kindly tell me whether it is possible, by
muffling the bells or otherwise, to learn the art of bell-ringing without this gross
public nuisance? It renders all reading and mental occupation out of the question,
it is simply destructive of ail rest for infants and young children, and, seriously, these

adapting their modus opevandi to the needs of the present day.

excruciating noises are having a most pernicious effect on our community.”
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY g, 1884.

The Wletvopalis.

THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.
On Saturday, February 2, 1884, in Three Hours and Twenty-cight Minutes,
AT ST. DUNSTAN'S IN THE EAsST.

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
HoLT's ORIGINAL. Tenor 24 cwt.

WiLLiaM MoLE .. .. ..Tveble.| Epwarp E. CLARK .. 5.
HeNnrY A. BARNETT .. .. 2. James PeTTIT .. 6.
CraLLis F. WINNY .. .. 3. Francis E. Dawe 7.
EpwaRD WALLAGE .. .. 4. JoserH JoNES Tenor.

Conducted by JaMEs PETTIT.

Mr, E. Wallage attained his 33rd birthday on the above date, his brother ringers
wish him many happy returns.

A period of sixty years has elapsed since the last peal on these bells.

THE SOCIETY OF ROYAL CUMBERLAND YOUTHS.
CAMBERWELL, SURREY.
On Saturday, February 2, 1834, in Two Hours and Fifty-five Minutes,
AT St. GEORGE'S CHURCH,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
HoLt's TEN-PART. Tenor 14 cwt.
A. H. GarbomM .. «.Treble. | WINGFIELD MEADOWS 5
W. H. FUSSELL .. .. .. 2. Jos. BARrY.. .. .. .. 6.
TuHos. TITCHENER .. .. 3. ARTHUR JACOB ..
A. C. FusseLr .. .. .. 4 WM. JoNES.. .. ..
Conducted by A. H. GarRDOM.

This peal was rung on the occasion of fixing a peal-board te commemmorate a
similar performance on these bells, September 13th, 1883, by the same band except
W.Meadows, Esq., whocame in the place of Mr. Rumsey. The fixture was under
the directions of Mr. T. Windley, the steeplekeeper,’and this peal was arranged by
Mr. Barry for the Fussell Brothers of Slough.

v Tenor.

The Provinces,

THE PRESTBURY SOCIETY.—PRESTBURY.
On Wednesday, Fanuary 30, 1884, in Two Hours and Fifty-four Minutes,
AT THE Parisu CHURCH,
5040 CHANGES OF GRANDSIRE DOUBLES;
THIRTY-TWO 120's WITH EXTREMES, & TEN 120's WITH PLAIN LEADS,

T. CRESSER .. «. . o.Treble.| W. T. PATES .. .. .. 4.
D, DAVIS .. . ae a. 2. T. Davis .. .. .. .. 5.
T. STEEL .. ¢ «. . 3. E. SAVORY .. .. .. ..T¢nov.

Conducted by W. T. PatEs.

THE MIDLAND COUNTIES' ASSOCIATION.—DERBY.
On Thursday, Fanuary 31, 1884, in Three Hours and Nine Minutes,
AT ST. WERBURGH'S CHURCH,

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, so4s0 CHANGES;

Hovrt’s TEN-PART. Tenor 17 cwt. in E.

FRrREDERICK WHITING «.Treble. | RICHARD REDGATE .. 5.
REUBEN BosworTH .. .. 2. tWILLIAM BILLINGHURST 6.
Lewis L. Lomas* .. .. 3. Joun Howe .. .. 7.
Joun NEwBOLD .. .. .. 4 tWiLrLiam E. Toosy..

Conducted by REUBEN BOSWORTH.

(First peal as conductor).

*First peal with a bob bell. +First peal.

Mr. W. Billinghurst hails from Loughborough, the rest belong to Derby.

The above peal was rung to celebrate the 26th birthday of Mr. H. C. Woodward, a
member of the above company, but who was unable to take part in it through a
severe attack of illness. [We wish him a speedy recovery—Ep.] .

.. Tenor.

BEESTON, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE.
On Thursday, Fanuavy 31, 1884, in Thyee Hours and Twelve Minutes,
AT THE Parisa CHURCH,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Tenor 193 cwt.

J. Dickens .. .. .. ..Twble.| S. CLARKE .. .. .. .. 5
F.W. WgLLs .. .. .. 2. S. G. HENSON .. .. .. 6.
R. MELLORS.. .. .. ..- 3. E. W. HoLRrROYD .7
J.Sprav.. .. .. .. o 4 J- Mooy .. .. .. ..Tenor.

Conducted by S. G. HENSON.

Messrs. Dickens, Wells and Clarke hail from Long Eaton; Henson from Lenton;
Holroyd from Nottingham; the rest are of the local company.

LEES, neaR OLDHAM, LANCASHIRE.—THE LEESFIELD
SOCIETY.
On Thuvsday, Fanuary 31, 1884, in Two Hours and Fifty-four Minutes.
AT StT. THoMmas’s CHURCH,

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, sos0 CHANGES;
REv. C. D. P. DaVIES'S BOB-AND-SINGLE VARIATION.

Tenor 14 cwt.
Treble.

James W. HoLME .. James BaiLey .. 5.
EpwiN B. Smaw.. .. .. 2. WiLLIaM HOLDEN 6.
SAMUEL STOTT .. .. .. 3. Jorx Hirton .. .. .. 7.
THoMAas EGERTON .. .. 4. FrRED CROSSLAND .. ..Tenor.

Conducted by $SaMuEL STOTT.

THE UNITED COUNTIES' ASSOCIATION.
STALYBRIDGE, CHESHIRE.
On Friday, February 1, 1884, in Two Hours and Fifty-nine Minutes,
AT Hory TriniTy CuurcH, CasTLE HaLL,

A PEAL OF TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 5124 CHANGES;
IN THE KENT VARIATION. Tenor 14 cwt.

Joun PowNaLL .. .. Treble. | James Woop 5
HuGH SHaw e e e 20 TroMas WILDE.. .. 6.
Tromas BrRaDLEY .. .. 3. Jou~n THOrRP .. .. .. 7.
James S. WILDE e e 4 GEORGE LONGDEN .. .. Tenor.

Composed and conducted by JoHN THoRrP.

This peal has the 6th its extent at home, and in that pdsition ten courses out of the
last twelve, and has never been previously performed.

THE WORCESTER DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
BROMSGROVE, WORCESTERSHIRE.
On Satuvday, Febvuary 2, 1884, in Thyee Hours and Seven Minutes,
AT TRE CHURCH OF ST. JoBN-THE-BAPTIST,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, s040 CHANGES.

GEORGE MOoRRIS.. ..Tweble. | Erijam Crume.. .. .. s,
JamEs HINTON, SEN... .. 2. WiLriaM DUFFILL .. .. 6.
GEORGE Haywarp .. .. 3. Reusex Broomrizrp .. ¢

GEORGE BOURNE v e 4 JamEs Parry . .. Tenor.
Conducted by Evrijaz Crump.

[Attention is directed to a paragraph, in cennetion with this peal, which will be
ound on another page.]
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THE ST. LAURENCE'S (READING) SOCIETY.
WOKINGHAM, BERKS.

On Satuvday, February 2, 1884, in Three Hours and Fowvteen Minutes,

At ST. PauLl’s CHURCH,

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
HorT's TEN-PART. Tenor 193 cwt.

HerBERT M. BAWDEN ..Tweble. | ERNEST BIsHOP .. 5.
Josepr E. WILLSHIRE .. 6.
WILLIAM JOHNSON .. .. 3. WiLLiaM NEWELL .. .. 7.
GEORGE TALBOT.. .. 4 ‘WiLLiam H. Horroway..Tenor.

Conducted by WiLL1aM J. WILLIAMS.
(First peal as conductor.)

The above peal was rung to commemorate the coming of age of Evaest Bishop.

THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—BRADFORD.
On Saturday, February 2, 1884, tn Three Hours and Twenty Minutes,
AT THEe ParisH CHURCH, '
A PEAL OF TREBLE BOB ROYAL, 5080 CHANGES;
In THE KENT VARIATION. Tenor 27 cwt. 14 lbs. in C.

A. MouLson v o« .Tveble.| JosErH CHEETHAM .. 6.
James AnGus .. .. .. 2 J. H. HARDCASTLE .. .. 7.
C. H. HATTERSLEY .. .. 3. T. HATTERSLEY 8.
T. PoLLITT .. .. .. .. 4. WiLriam GILL .. .. 9

T. HAIGH .. .. .. .. 5. JaspErR W. SNOWDON, Esg Ten.or.
Composed and conducted by J. H. HARDCASTLE.

Messrs. C. H. and T. Hattersley hail from Sheffield; Mr. Snowdon from Leeds;
T. Haigh from Huddersfield; W, Gill from Hull: and Messrs. Moulson, Angus,
Pokitt, Cheetham, and Hardcastle, Bradford.

All College Youtlis.

THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—CHESTERFIELD.
On Saturday, Februavy 2, 1884, tn Three Honys and Twenty-one Minutes,
AT tHE Parisg CHURCH,

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE CATERS, 5004 CHANGES;
Tenor 24% cwt.

ArTHUR KNIGHTS* .. ..Tveble.| Joun Harris 6.
Davip FARTHING .. .. 2. Jou~x Erris .. .. .. 7.
WALTER WORTHINGTON}.. 3. HENRY NUTTALL, JUN. .. 8.
WirLiam ELList v e 4. James Hountt [+
GeorGe TopLISS.. .. .. 5. HerBeErRT MaDINt Tenor.

Composed and conducted by ArRTHUR KNIGHTS.
*Cumberland Youths.  tCollege Youths.

Messrs. Worthington, Harris, Hunt and Madin hail from Staveley, the rest are of
the local company.

ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE.
On Tuesday, Februavy 5, 1884, in Thvee Hours and Four Minules,
AT StT. PETER'S CHURCH,
A PEAL OF TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 5024 CHANGES;
IN THE KENT VA4RIATION. Tenor 20 cwt.

SaMUEL WooD' .. .. Treble. | Geo. BRADDOCK .. 5.

- BENJAMIN BROADBENT .. 2. Josepn GLLOTT .. .. 6.
James Woop .. .. .. 3. Wirriam FritH .. .. 7.
G. H. JonxnsoN .. .. .. 4. GEORGE L.ONGDEN .. Tenor.

Composed and conducted by SamueL Woob.
Mr. G. H. Johnson hails from Eccles.

Date Touches.

»STOK'EéUPON-TRENT ARCHIDIACONAL ASSOCIATION.

" BiopuLpH (Staffordshire).—On Friday, February 1st, at the parish
church, the local company rang a date touch of 1884 changes in 1 hour
6 mins., being one %20 of Bob Minor, and a 720 and 444 of Grandsire
‘Minor. S. Mollott, 1; C. Lawton, 2; A. Cottrell, 3; S. Moore, 4;
M. Moss, 5; W. Carter (conductor), 6.

WoLsTaNTON.—On Thursday, January 31st, a date touch of 1884
changes was rung in 1 hr, 10 mins. S, Walker, 1; L. Miller, 2; W.
Miller, 3; S. Wooton, 4; W. Priestman, 5; S. Spencer’(conductor), 6.
The touch consisted of 444 -changes of Plain Bob Minor, 360 Conrt
Bob, 360 Grdndsire, 360 Kent Treble Bob, and 360 Oxford Treble
Bob;, and is the first date touch rung by members of the Association.

BirsTtaLL (Yorkshire).—On Sunday, February 3rd, for Divire
Service in the evening, the local company rang a date touch of 1884
changes of Kent Treble Bob Major, in 1 hr. 9 mins, J. Thornton,1;
Walter Banham, 2 ; Samuel Crowther, 3; J. Wilson Lang, 4; William
Stainthorpe, 5; J. W. Yeates (conductor{, 6; A. Briggs, 7; B. A.
Dodson, 8. Tenor 38 cwt. The above date touch was intended to
have been rung, as is their yearly custom, at the close of the old year
and the commencement of the new one, but owing to the severe illness
of a gentleman, since deceased, whose residence adjoins the church-
yard, at the request of the family, they have had to postpone it till the
present occasion. The ringing was listened to by Messrs. G. and B.
Carter, gentlemen who have spent fifty years in the ringing world,
and they pronounced the striking to be excellent.

DorkING (Surrey).—On Monday, February 4th, the St. Martin's
society rang a date touch ‘of 1884 changes of Union Triples, in 1 hr.
12 mins. H. Dobinson, 1; W. Boxall (composer), 2; H. Boxall, sen.,
3; H. Henden, 4; H. Boxall, 5; C. Boxall (conductor), 6; S. Brooker,
7; G. Holden, 8. Tenor 25 cwt. in Eb.

Miscellanecous,

THE BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

BromuaM (Beds).—On Sunday, January 27th, six members of the
above Association rang a 720 of Plain Bob Minor, with fourteen bobs
and two singles, in 26 mins. W. King, 1; C. W, Clarke (conductor),
2; W. Biggs, 3; C. West, 4; C. Stafferton, 5; H. King, 6.

BiopenaaM (Beds).—On Sunday, January 27th, a 720 of Grandsire
Minor, with thirty-eight bobs and twenty-two singles, in 24 mins. C.
West, 1; C. W. Clarke, 2; C. Stafferton, 3; W. King, 4; H. King,
5; W. Biggs (conductor), 6. Also on Friday evening, February ist,
a 7720 of Oxford Bob, with eighteen bobs and twosingles. C. West, 1;
H. King, 2; W. Biggs, 3; I. Hills, 4; C. Stafferton, 5; C. W. Clarke
(eonductor), 6. First 720 in the method by all.

WoBURN (Beds).—On Saturday, February 2nd, eight members of
the above Association attempted a peal of Grandsire Triples, but
after ringing 3374 changes a mishap occurred which brought it #o
grief. C. Stafferton, 1; W. Biggs (conductor), 2; J. Frossell, 3; C.
W.Clarke, 4; J. Adkins, 5; W. W. C. Baker, 6; I. Hills, 7; W. E.
Turney, 8.

THE BIRMINGHAM AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATION.

SerLLy Oak (Worcestershire).—On Tuesday, January 29th, at St.
Mary's church, a 720 of Grandsire Minor, in 27 mins. George Hale,
1; John Nix, 2z; Henry Smith, 3; Edward Boiling, 4; Thomas
Lewis, 5; Edward Bryant {conductor), 6.

THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

HuntoN (Kent).—On Sunday, February 3rd, six of the All Saints’
company, Maidstone, visited this place and rung a 720 of Grandsire
Minor, in 25 mins. G. J. Moorcraft, 1; A. H. Woolley, 2 ; J. Hortoa,
3; R. Simmonds, 4; J, Ferguseon, 5; H. Pearce (conductor), 6.
Tenor 14 cwt.

MAIDSTONE.—At All Saints’ church, eight members of the above
Association started for a peal of Bob Major, but after ringing 2 hrs.
17 mins., one of the party became unwell, and stand was called. R.
Simmonds, 1; E. Baldock, 2; E. Elliott, 3; J. W. Leonard, 4; G.
Pawley, 5; A. H. Woolley, 6; F. G. Newman, 7; H. Pearce (con-
ductor), and J. Fergusson, 8. Tenor 31 cwt.

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

AccrINGTON {Lancashire).—On Wednesday, January 3oth, at St.
James's church, five ringers from Church-Kirk with C. Rogers of
Accrington, rang a 720 of Plain Bob Minor, with sixteen bobs and two
singles, in 28 mins. J. Horrocks (conductor}), 1; C. Rogers, 2; H.
Hayes, 3; J. Pickles, 4; T. Doran, 5; W, Pattinson, 6. Tenor
0% cwt. ’

Cuurca-Kizk (Lancashire).—On Friday, February ist, the local
company rang a 720 of College Simgle, with eighteen bobs and two
singles, in 28} mins. J. Horrocks (conductor), r; T. Doran (first 720
in the method), 2; H. Hayes, 3; J. Pickles, 4; W. Pattinson, 5; T.
Horrocks, 6. Tenor 15 cwt.

THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

PuruaM Marker (Norfolk).—On Sunday evening, February 3rd,
for Divine Service six members of the above Association rang a 720 of
Kent Treble Bob Minor, in 27 mins. Thomas Farrow (conductor), 1 ;
John Smith, 2; William Culham, 3; Frederick R. Surridge, 4; John
C. Allen, 5; William Roope, 6. Also on Monday, February 4th, for

practice, a 720 of Kent Treble Bob Minor, in 27 mins. Thomas
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Farrow (conductor), 1; Charles Brown (first 720 in the method), 2:
William Culham, 3; Frederick R. Surridge, 4; John C. Allen, 5;
William Roope, 6. Mr. John Smith hails from Pulham St. Mary.
This is the first 720 in the method ever rung by members of a Pulham
Market band.

THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

Farnuam RovarL (Bucks).—On Saturday, January 1gth, a 720 of
Bob Minor, in 27 mins. C. Chapman, 1; A. Fussell, 2; G. Basden,
3; J. Parker (condu&or), 4; W. Fussell, 5; C. Clarke, 6. Also a
360 of College Single. “ And on Sunday morning, January zoth, for
Divine Service, a 504 of Grandsire Minor.

STOKE-UPON-TRENT ARCHIDIACONAL ASSOCIATION.

Bropurpn (Staffordshire).—On Sunday, February 3rd, at the
parish church, a 720 of Grandsire Minor, in 27 mins. S. Mollott, 1;
C. Lawton, 2 ; W. Kenney, 3; S. Moore, 4; M. Moss, 5; W. Carter
(conductor), 6. Mr. Kenney hails from Macclesfield.

THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

HovrBeck (Yorkshire).—On Sunday, February 3rd, at St. Matthew's
church, for Divine Service, 1232 changes of Beb Minor, composed
by W. Sottanstall, in 46 mins. Thomas Harrison, 1; Stephen
Basnett, 2; J. Jordan Jackson, 3; William Scott, 4 ; Henry Moss, 5;
Francis Woodhead, 6; Matthew Tomlinson (conductor), 7; David
York, 8. Tenor 16 cwt.

BaLcoMBE (Sussex).—On Sunday afternoon, January 27th, a 420
of Oxford Single Bob, with thirty singles, in 25 mins. H. Chapman,
1; E. Streeter. 2; F. Streeter, 3; F. Rice, 4; F. Wickens, 5; {
Gasson (conductor), 6. Also after service, a 720 of Oxford Single
Bob, with nine bobs and six singles, in 25 mins. J. Kenward, 1; J.
Gasson, 2; F. Rice, 3; F. Streeter, 4; E. Streeter, 5; F. Wickens
(conductor), 6. Also 360 of Plain Bob Minor. J. Kenward, 1; J.
Gasson, 2; F. Streeter, 3; F. Wickens, 4; F. Rice, 5; E. Streeter
(conductor), 6. Tenor 12z cwt. F. Wickens hails from Charlwood,
F. Rice, F.and E. Streeter from Worth, the others are of the Balcombe
company.

BromsGroveE (Worcestershire)—On Sunday morning, prior to
Divine Service at the parish church of St. John-the-Baptist, a quarter-
peal of Grandsire Caters, 1259 changes, in 48 mins. Joseph Cawford,
1; George Bourne, 2; Thomas Albutt, 3, James Hinton, sen., 4;
Elijah Crump, 5; George Hayward, 6; George Morris, 7; Reuben
Broomfield, 8; William Duffill, 9; JamesParry, 10. Composed and
conducted by George Hayward.

CasTLE DonNINGTON (Leicestershire).—On Tuesday, February sth,
the newly formed Association at the above place rang four 6-scores of
Grandsire Doubles. This is the first time the band have accomplished
a 6-score without assistance. W. Fowkes, 1; Dr. Sellon, 2; J.
Fowkes, 3; V. Hickin, 4; J. Hutchby (conductor), 5; W. Frakes, 6.
Tenor 174 cwt. in F.

CoLx StT. ALpYwn's (Gloucestershire). — On Sunday evening,
February 3rd, after Divine Service, six of the local company rang at
the parish church, a 720 of Plain Bob Minor, with sixteen bobs and
two singles. Richard Packer, 1; J. Williams, 2; C. Bate, 3; F.
Preater, 4; R. Jefferies, 5; J. Kitchener (conductor), 6. Also on
Monday evening, February 4th, a 1008 of Grandsire Triples. W.
Fowles, 1; E. Webb, 2; R. Jefferies, 3; G. Smith, 4; C. Bate, 5; R.
Packer, 6; J. Kitchener (conductor), 7; W. Hibble, 8.

- CuarRLWOOD (Sussex).—On Monday, January 28th, for praice, two
720's and a 360 of Warnham Court Bob, with twenty-four singles, in
26 mins. L. Broadbridge, 1; J. Gasson, 2; B. King, 3; G. Holloway,
4; F. Wickens, 5; M. Heffer (conductor), 6. Alsé a 360 of College
Single, with nine Bobs. G. Holloway, 1; B. King, 2; L. King, 3; J.
Gasson, 4; F. Wickens, 5; M. Heffer (conductor), 6. Also a 720 of
Plain Bob Minor, with eighteen bobs and two singles, in 254 mins.
Stephen Jordan, 1; W. Broadbridge, 2; B. King, 3; J. Gasson, 4;
L. Broadbridge, 5: F. Wickens (conductor), 6. Tenor 14 cwt. ]J.
Gasson hails from Balcombe, the rest are of the Charlwood company.

GARGRAVE (Yorkshire).—On Sunday, February 3rd, for Divine
Service in the morning at St. Andrew’s church, a 720 of Kent Treble
Bob Minor. W. Clark, 1; Harry Birtwhistle, 2; Henry Birtwhistle,
3; J. McGoun (first 720 in the method), 4; C. Langstroth, 5; J.
McKell, 6. On Monday evening, February 4th, for practice, a 720 of
Yorkshire Court Minor. *H, Middlebrook, 1; *W. Whitaker, 2;
Harry Birtwhistle, 3; *J. McGoun, 4; C. Langstroth (conductor),
5; J. McKell, 6. *1st 720 in the method.

GrLEMsFORD (Suffolk)}-—On Thursday, January 3ist, at St. Mary's
church, six members of the local compang rang a 720 of Cumberland
Exercise, in 30 mins., composed by the late Mr. Shipway. John
Slater, 1; Zachariah Slater, 2; Fred. Paul Adams, 3; Fredk. Wells,
4; Oliver Garwood, 5; Saml. Slater (conductor), 6. ~This is the first
720 in he method ever rung at Glemsford.

Haverstock HiLL (Middlesex).—On Wednesday, January 3oth, 2
720 of Oxford Treble Bob Minor, in 25 mins. B. Foskett, 1; J. Nixon
(first 720 inside), 2; J. Hannington (conductor), 3; .T. Titchener, 4;
G. Griffin, 5; E.Chapman, 6. Also on Sunday morning, Febraary
3rd, for Divine Service, a 720 of Kent Treble Bob Minor, in 25 mins.
J. Nixon, 1; J. Leach, 2; A.Fussell, 3; }I Hannington (conductor), 4 ;
T. Titchener, 5; W. Fussell, 6. Also for evening service, a-360 of
Double Stedman’s Slow Course Minor. A. Fussell, 1: W. Fussell, z;
J. Hannington (conductor), 3; T. Titchener, 4; A. Jacob, 5; G.
Newson, 6. Also after service, a 920 of Double Stedman’s Slow
Course Minor, in 25 mins. E. Chapman, 1; Wingfield Meadows, 2 ;
J. Hannington (conductor), 3; T. Titchener, 4 ; A. Jacob, 5; G.
Newson, 6. This is the first 720 in the method on the bells. Tenor
12} cwt.

MaNcHESTER,—On Monday evening, February 4th, at St. Philip’s
church, Hulme, a 720 of Oxford Treble Bob Minor, in 26 mins. H.
Diggle (first 720-in the method), 1; H. Wood, z; J. Fr Woods, 3;
T. Collinge (first 720 with a bob bell), 4; T. Heald, 5; A. Wood (con-
ductor), 6. Tenor 123 cwt.

MoNMoUTH.—On Tuesday, February sth, at St. Mary's church,
the local ringers rang their first quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples in
46 mins. W, Honeyfield, 1; J. Brown, 2; W. Walters, 3; J. Ward,
4; T. H. Jones, 5; T. M. Preece, 6; E. Barnett (conductor), 7; H.
Brown, 8. Tenor 20 cwt. Great credit is due to Mr. Honeyfield
(he being a - local tradesman of the town), for the very
great interest he has taken in everything connected with ringing, and
for the manner in which he has kept the company together, also to
them for their perseverance, it being only a month since they rang
their first course of Triples. The above quarter-peal is a variation of
the Editor’s, containing the twenty-four 6-7’s.

MoseLEY (Worcestershire)—On Sunday evening, February 3rd, a-
party of Birmingham ringers visited this place, and attempted a long
touch of Grandsire Triples, but as the three back bells go very badly
it had to be given up, and a short one substituted, which was 336
changes. Charles Hinson (Moseley), 1; T. Miller, 2; 'C. Barnickle,
3; J. Perry, 4; J. Carter, 5; C. Barman (conductor), 6 ; A. Hackley,
7; George Dickenson (Moseley), 8. This is supposed to be the
longest touch since the bells were put up, which are steel, and very
large, but rather thin, tenor about 22 cwt. in Eb. and being anything
but pleasant to ring. -

Raunps (Northamptonshire).—On Monday, January 21st, a 720 of
Oxford Bob, with eighteen bobs and two singles, in 28 mins. A.
Coles, 1: F. Gilbert, 2; R. Pendered, 3; W. Hall, 4; J. Willmott,
5; H. Stubbs (conductor), 6. Also on Monday, January 28th, a 720
of Plain Bob, with eighteen bobs and two singles, in 27 mins. A.
Coles, 1; F. Gilbert, 2; H. Stubbs, 3; G. Kirk, 4; J. Willmott, 5;
‘W. Hall (conductor}, 6. Also a 720 of Woodbine Treble Bob, with
nine bobs, in 274 mins. W. J. Gilbert, 1; W. Hall, 2 ; R. Pendered,
3; F. Gilbert, 4; J. Willmott, 5; H. Stubbs (conductor), 6.

SroucH (Bucks).—Mufled Touch.—On Wednesday, January 3o0th,
at the parish church, six members of the local company rang a 720 of
Grandsire Minor, in 23 mins., with the bells deeply muffied as a mark
of respect to the late Mr. S. F. Elliman, whose sudden death is
severely felt throughout the town. W. Leader, 1; A. Garraway, 2;
A. Andrews, 3; W.Wilder, 4; J. Pursey, 5; N. Alderman (conductor),
6. Tenor 94 cwt.

SpaLpinG (Lincolnshire).—Muffled Peal.—On Saturday, February
2nd, at SS. Mary and Nicholas, a 360 of Kent Treble Bob, with the bells
muffled both sides, afterwards a 360 of Oxford Treble Bob with the bells
open. G. Skeef, 1; J. Wilson, 2; G. L. Richardson, 3; J. S. Wright,
4; E. Brown, 5; K. Mackman (conductor), 6. Also after evening
service, on the following Sunday, after rendering of the Dead March
on the organ by Mr. Price, the organist, a 720 of Kent Treble Bob,
with the bells half-muffled. J. S. Wright, 1; J. Wilson, 2; G. L.
Richardson, 3; R. Mackman, 4; E. Brown, 5; }. Brown (conduéor),
6. The above was rung in memory of the late Mrs. Asling, wife of Mr.
B. Asling, Vicar's churchwarden, who was interred in Spalding
Cemetery, February 1st The deceased lady had been a most energetic
churchworker, both in wood carving, and embroidery, as well as many
good works in the parish.

SupBURY (Suffolk).—On Tuesday, January 29th, at All Saints’ church,
the following members of the local company met and rang for pracice,
884 of Grandsire Triples. W. Cross, 1; W. Howell, 2; G. S. Brown,
3; M. Silvester, 4; W. Bacon, 5; H. Harper, 6; A. Scott (conductor),
7, H. Brackett, 8. Tenor 28 cwt in D. And on Saturday, February
2nd, at St. Gregory's church, a 720 of Kent Treble Bob Minor. W.
Griggs, 1; M. Silvester, z; W. Bacon, 3; W. Howell, 4; W. Cross,
5; A. Scott (conductor), 6. Tenor 16 cwt. in F.

STALYBRIDGE (Cheshire).—On Monday, February sth, the local
society met at Holy Trinity church to ring John Holt's 10-part peal
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of Grandsire Triples, but after ringing 4560 changes, two bells got out
of course, when “ stand '’ was called. . A. Marsden, 1; H. Shaw, 2; J.
Pownall, 3; A. Hague (conductor), 4; S. Hill, 5; M. Pailthorp, 6; J.
Bradley, 7; J. Andrew, 8. Tenor 14 cwt. :

- STANSTEAD (Essex).—On Thursday, January 17th, at St. Mary the
Virgin, six of the local company rang a 720 of Plain Bob Minor,
taken from Rope-Sight, with nine bobs and six singles, in 273 mins.
J. Cavill, 1; H. Trigg, 2; H. Prior, jun, 3; G. Gray, 4; H. Prior, 5;
C. Prior (conductor), 6. Also on Tuesday, January 2gth, a 720 of
Kent Treble Bob Minor, in 263 mins. J. Cavill, 1; C. Prior, 2; H.
Prior, jun. (first 720 in the method), 3; G. Gray, 4; Isaac Cavill, 5;
H. Prior (conductor), 6. Tenor 13 cwt.

UrToN ST. LEONARD'S (Gloucestershire).—On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 26th, 1883, seven members of the Gloucester and Bristol Diocesan
Association,- assisted by Mr. W. Sevier, rang for practice 1512 of
Grandsire Triples, this being the three last 504’sof the first part of Mr.
J. Holt's ten-part peal, in 54 mins. J. Middlecote, 1 ; H. Gardener
(conductor), 2; H. Mitchell, 3; G. Miles, 4; D. J. Aston, 5; A. A,
Waite, 6; R. A. Barrett, 7; W. Sevier, 8.

WorpsLEY (Staffordshire).—On Sunday, February 3rd, the loca'
company rang a 720 of Grandsire Minor, in 25 mins,, in com-
memoration of the 7gth birthday of Mr. G. Davies, confidential
servant of W. {H. Foley, Esq., who has been with the family for
more than fifty years at Prestwood. Thos. Darby, 1; W. H. Hughes,
2; E. G. Husselbee, 3; Richard Bidmead (Wollaston), 4; W.
Lawrence, 5; E. S. Chapman (conductor), 6.

&
The following performances avrived too late for insertion in their
proper place :—

THE WATERLOO SOCIETY.—LONDON.

On Wednesday, February 6, 1884, in Two Hours and Fovty-nine Minules,
AT St. JonN'S CHURCH,‘WATERLOO RoabD,

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Hor1's ORIGINAL.  Tenor 20 cwt. in F.

WiLrLiaM BarRoN.. .. ..Twble.| Davip STACkwoOD .. .. 5.
CHARLES HoPKINS ., .. 2...| THoMas TavLor .. .. 6.
WirriaM JoNEs .. .. .. 3. .| J. MarTIN RoutH, EsQ... 7.
CuarrLes E. MarLiM, Eso.  4.° WirrLiaM COPPAGE .. ..Tenor.

Conducted by WiLrLiamM BaRoN.

This peal was rung on, and in honour of the birthday of the vicar, the Rev. A. W,

Fephson, M.A. , .
THE BIRMINGHAM AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATION.

Kixg's Norton (Worcestershire)—On Tuesday, February ist,
eight members of the above Association rang at St. Nicholas church, a
quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples, composed by the editor of * THE
BeLL Nrws,” ‘containing the twenty-four 6-7’s, in 46 mins. J.
Ashmole, 1; J. Cooks, 2; W. H. Sumner, 3; F. Scrivens, 4; C.
Barnacle, 5; J. Wright (conductor), 6 ; W. Palmer, 7; D. Taylor, 8.
C. Barnacle hails from Moseley, and thisis his first quarter-peal. All
the others are King’s Norton men.

THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

SuIrBOURNE (Kent).—On Saturday evening, February 2nd, six mem-
bers of the local company rang six 6-scores of Grandsire Doubles in
25 mins. J. Clark, 1; W. Cheesman, 2; J. Carter, 3; A. Heskett, 4;
T. Warren (conductor), 2; E. Cripps, 6. Also on Tuesday, February
sth, six 6-scores of Grandsire Doubles in 24 mins. J. Clarke, 1; W,
Cheesman, 2; W. Smirthwaite, 3; A. Heskett, 4; T. Warren (con-
ductor), 5; H. Barton, 6. The above is the first by any of the
members, who have only joined this Association about three months,
and have been under the instruction of F. G. Newman, of Mereworth.
The bells are fitted with Seage’s dumb apparatus, and also a chiming
apparatus. Tenor 11 cwt. in G. .

RV
THE RECENT ATTEMPT FOR THE LONG PEAL OF GRANDSIRE
Caters. Mr. Job Joynes, who rung the 2nd in this, writes:—“In

your valuable paper for February 2nd, I see a report of the St.
Martin’s Society of an attempt made on Tuesday, January 29th, for
the long peal of Grandsire Caters, and that after ringing seven hours,
the conductor was compelled to crp * Stand,’ owing to the 2nd and 4th
bells having changed course. I beg leave to say that is untrue. There
was certainly a change-course in the bells, and when he accused me of
being in error, he says, * Go on a bit longer, till the part-end comes up,’
still holding to the same opinion that it was us two, as before stated.
We met at St. Martin’s on Tuesday evening, sth inst., when the mat-
ter was discussed, and the error was found out, that it was two other
bells that had changed course, but I will not mention their names.
I hope you will insert this in your valuable paper, and also hope con-
ductors will be more careful in future.”

THUMB-NAIL SKETCHES—II.

FEw occupations are more delightful than that of watching
the gradual steps by which a class of men dies out; few more
instructive than that of comparing the past with the present
order of things. In too many instances, great difficulty is met
with in doing this, owing to the dearth of reliable evidence ; but
in ringing matters we are, I had almost said fortunate, in having
still among us, a few beautiful and perfect fossils.

These petrefactions form as it were the milestones of progress ;
they themselves lare fixed and immovable, but serve well to
mark the improvement made by each succeeding generation.

Although in this respect they may be likened unto milestones,
they have, for the curious, a much greater interest than those
useful, if not ornamental, articles. Imagine, if you can, a man of
fifty or thereabouts; short, stout, and with plentiful brown
whiskers. A man with an eye that bodes ill for the daring
being who presumes to *argufy ” with him. A man whose look
alone, apart from the manner of expounding his views, carries
conviction to the heart of the worst unbeliever. Conviction,
did I say ? nay, rather Jhumiliation; for the air of triumph with
which he emerges from any contest on ringing matters, is
sufficient to cast down the proudest from his self-conceit.

Woe betide the disputant if he happen to be younger than our
fossil. His youth and inexperience will be used against him
with dire effect. Isitto be endured that a lot of young men
who should have been taught better, should set themselves
up against the judgment of generations ?  * If round-ringing was
good enough for me and my father, is it not good enough for
you? Do you call yourself better than me and my forefathers
put together?

If the unlucky recipient of these questions dares to pursue the
subject any farther, he is silenced by the remark (a very true
one by the way), * Young man, it’s no good your talking; you
can’t teach me anything;” and the venerable relic stalks off,
muttering and bubbling over with wrath and wisdom like a sort
of human volcano. -

Oh! my friends ; treat these fragments of the dark ages with
care. Fewer are they becoming every day; faster and faster
are they vanishing from among us. Many now alive will see
the time when pilgrimages will be made to towers frequented by
them, as to a fast crumbling ruin; and, when they have at last
disappeared from among us, there may even be found someone
to regret the old men who were wisé according to their lights, or
rather darkness; and stedfast in their impenetrable ignorance.

THE DUNDEE SOCIETY.

THE eighth Annual Supper of the above society was held on Friday
evening, January 25th, at the Operative Masonic Hall, Dundee. The
chair was taken by Mr. Robert Knight (Master), who was supported
by G. H. Nicoll, Esq. There was a large attendance of members and
their lady friends. After the repast, the chairman read a letter of
apology from John Leng, Esq., expressing his inability to attend. In
the course of a few observations the chairman said that it was a matter
of satisfaction to know that the society was in a prosperous condition,
and that since the members had commenced to pra&ice change-ringing
in March last, they had made good progress in the art, and he hoped
that before the end of the year to be able to ring a true and complete
peal of 5040 changes, and thus register the first peal ever rungby a
band of Scotchmen. He then proposed * The Health of the Honorary
Members,” to which Mr. Nicoll replied in & very pleasing and effective
manner. ‘‘ Prosperity to the Society’ was the next toast, proposed
by Mr. J. Sharp, and responded to by Mr. J. Petre (Sec.) A pro-
gramme, consisting of songs, recitations, etc., was then carried out,
after which, *“The Ladies™ was proposed by Mr. W. Paul, and re-
sponded to by Mr. D. Hill in a2 most amusing manner. The singing
of * Auld Lang Syne '’ brought the evening’s pleasure to a very satis-
factory termination. Messrs. J. Chalmers and J. Knight officiated as
croupiers.

THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

A District MEETING of the above Association will be held at
West Ham, on Saturday, February 23rd, 1884. Ringing will com-
mence at 2 p.m. Business Meeting in the Schoolroom adjoining the
churchyard at 4.30. Tea at 5.30.

Rettendon Hall, Battles Bridge, S.0.

Febyuary 6th, 1884.

H. A. Cockry, Hon. See,
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[While (Mowing the utmost freedom for the expression of opinion, it must never be con-
sidered that we are in any way bound to statements made by correspondents.’]
To the Editor of “The Bell News and Ringers’ Record."

The Clanging, Clashing, or Firing of Bells.

sir — Will you kindly allow me a little space in the paper we all
think so much of, to answer in detail the queries contained in the
letter of your concise correspondent two weeks ago—“ Mr. Weather-
cock,” and also to make a few observations on the above custom.
First: as regards the bells and frame, with wheels, fittings, etc., it
can do not the slightest damage whatever, as frames are generally con-
structed so as to allow for the swing of one bell to be counteracted by
another of similar weight, or two small bells acting the reverse way to
one large one—to equalise the strain on the timber that' cdjjstitutes the
bell-cage. With respect to the tower and steeple, it really seems to be
less hurtful than ordinary ringing, in fact thie above argument con-
cerning the frames, etc., will of course squally apply to the. building.
My own experience is this: that: when bells are fired the tower
stands perfectly steady, but directly they " open ” again the oscillation
commences, which at some places where there is much vibration
terminates in not only swinging, but a perfect sensation of rocking.
Secondly : as regards the custom of firing bells, it is, | believe, quite as
old as the actual ringing, and at a very remote period was practised in
some towns and villages, not only on. occasions of rejoicing, but as a
means of alarm in case of fire; where the communication by means of
the electric current is now ably adapted instead. The only unfortu-
nate part of the business is, that at churches where it is ordered to be
done, as a rule the ringers spoil the actual meaning by overdoing it—in
fact too much at a time, and it very soon becomes offensive. But where
discretion is used things are very different, and what sounds more
grand, after some good striking, whilst ringing the Old Year out and
the New Year in, with the bells half-muffled, than toting right up till
midnight, and then mark that solemn hour with twelve precise volleys
of firing, so that when the bells open, the New Year is ushered in with
the ever varying 'and pleasing changes contained in half-pull ringing ?
On the anniversary of the dedication of a church or bells, it is perfectly
in order. At Epiphany, Ascensiontide, Trinity, Thanksgiving, or a
Confirmation, it is equally appropriate. At Easter, when the bells
joyfully peal forth the glad tidings of the Resurrection, the ringing,
if flavoured with a little firing, seems to tell the whole nation that the
Church is doing her utmost in one accord to show her praise at the
glorious festival the people are collecting to celebrate ; whilst at Whit-
suntide the same comments can be brought to bear respecting the
descent of the Holy Ghost. On Queen’s birthday, firing Her Majesty’s
age (piecemeal or otherwise) greatly pleases the loyal subjects of
England, and at the coming of age or other special birthday, it is
perfectly correct; also at Harvest Festivals ; all those who till the
land, and are otherwise interested, love to hear the custom carried
into effect. At a wedding, the chief characteristic is frequent firing
and openings, which are much more appreciated and looked for by
the public generally, than at any other time, when Christian man
and maid are “joined in one by Hymen's belt.” During the Christmas
festival it is by no means out of place.

In conclusion, let me mention that | know a certain cathedral town
which contains a heavy ring of eight, swinging in a strong and massive
tower, where an excellent band of change-ringers used to be famous
for what may be termed “ fancy firing,” such as “ three times three,”
“cross fire," and "alternately ” the last-named-being the most remark-
able and noteworthy feature of all, it being necessary to have a good
team well able to handle the “ quick dancing sallie,”" as it consisted of
firing the backstroke blow and opening again every time at hand—
when performed with accuracy, and a few of the favourite “ golden
changes” included, the effect can easily be imagined as grand, novel,
and musical. If the reader happens to be in London on a festive
occasion or Royal Day, let him go to St. Paul’s Cathedral, where, at
the conclusion of a touch of Stedmah Cinques, in the usual fine and
regular striking the conductor gives the well-known word of co'mmand,
and the heaviest ring of twelve in the world pour forth their
magnificent volume of sound in concert by the experienced hands of
thirteen members of the Ancient Society of College Youths, and as
far as bell music is concerned, the effect is grand in the extreme, made
all the more impressive by the clearly struck opening into rounds
which follows. Lastly : the object in view when firing, is to tell the
outer world there is something special and apart from the usual
ringing; it is simply emblematic of joy, and in short it should be done
on all occasions of great importance in the customs of the Church, and
carries out one of the special Psalms (No. cl.) in its truest meaning.
My opinion is, that if this practice was cultivated a little more as well
as the science, and not so much abused as it is by men who profess to
be expert in the art of change-ringing, who, just at the time when such
things ought to be exact, seem to try and make it as ragged as possible;
simply because they don’'t happen to like it themselves (never sym-
pathizing with the feelings of people outside who are inexperienced in
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the science of half-pull ringing, but only looking forward to the spay ”
that is attached to it), this generally results in handling their bells in
the most slovenly manner possible, independent of gaping through the
window or at the gas, or other well-known objects in the ringing-
chamber, besides making coarse jokes to one another about the
“ timber-sawing,” or “ knife-grinding," which of course terminates in
getting the practice a bad name. And again, the unison ought to be
regarded as emblematic of the good feeling of ** pulling together '’ among
men that is required to make the leading Societies what they have
arrived at, viz : almost perfection in what they profess to be ; and, in
conclusion, on no account, unless for some particular object, should
bells be kept in one continual clang for more than six or eight whole
pulls at a time, without an opening being made, else the pleasing, old,

and novel custom loses its charm. “Fire Next Time."

sir,— In reply to your correspondent, " Weathercock,” if the bell-
frame is properly designfed and constructed, “ firing ” should have no
more effect upon the tower than ordinary change-ringing, nor upon any
individual 'bell's fittings, than pulling off that bell alone, but if you
have a frame that walks about the tower when the bells are going, it
might be as well to “ cease firing.”

Some frames are as curious as are some towers. | know an old
church where the porch moves when a man pulls off the treble (about
4 cwt.) alone. | went outside that porch when they rang eight. Once
| was consulted professionally, in conjunction with an architect, about
a tower which was split on opposite sides from top to bottom, and
where one of the buttresses sang a song close the ground when the
tenor was going, some one shewed a crack in the clock-chamber and
said “ you can put your finger in and out when the bells are going,”
we suggested he should try, and went down stairs to pull off the
tenor—so did he.

Campanarius.

sir,—While glancing over your issue of Saturday, January 26th, we
saw “ information wanted ” on firing bells, whether it was hurtful to
towers and fittings. We think it most certainly does hurt both in
some cases; for it depends on the position the bells are hung in.
Some peals are hung in a position that many of the bells pull one way,
then they must be working against the tower, etc., when they are
“firing.” In others, where three bells swing one way, it would be
more safe for “firing ” if the larger bell of the three swung contrary
way round to the two smaller ones. Our own parish church bells at
Earlsheaton are hung in a very good position for “ firing,” for they
are hung in pairs, treble and tenor, and and 3rd, and soon. When we
are either ringing ordinary or firing, all the odd bells swing one way,
and the even bells swing the other. So you will see that on the
hand-stroke the odd bells swing to the walls, while the even bells swing
towards the middle of the tower, and back-stroke, odd bells to the
middle, and evan bells t®the walls. They were hung by Mears and
Co., of London. Goodall and Taylor,

Earlsheaton, February 4th, 1SS4.

Profanity.

sir,— | almost shrink from communicating to you a circumstance
in connexion with bell ringing which came to my knowledge orriy last
Saturday, viz.: that at a bell-ringing supper in a village near this
(the place and county shall be nameless) only a short time ago three
new ringers were initiated and admitted into the office of ringers by
the churchwarden of the parish in the following manner; that officer
of the church threw a white tablecloth over his shoulders, and poured
a quart of beer over the head of each of the men to be admitted.
This was done in the supper-room, not in the belfry.

Possibly you, in your wider experience, may have heard of such a
transaction before, but to me it is new ; and a more horrible, profane,
and shocking performance | cannot conceive. It seems too awful to
publish, but perhaps it would be as well by your comments, etc., to
let these persons know in what light their proceeding is regarded.

Information W anted.

sir,—Can you or any readers of 1T he Be11 News” tell me the
reason of a bell clappering on the wrong side after “rising?” Is it
necessary to go up and “ turn it ?” Also doyou know of any plan to
keep rain, etc., from blowing through the louvres of the bell-room,
but which will not smother the sound of the bells ?

Carillon.

Grandsire Major.

sir,— In your issue of January 19th, | find that Mr. Snowdon states
that the 10,032 of Grandsire Major rung at Walsall, still remains the
longest peal ever performed in the method. Permit me to draw his
attention to your issue of October 20th, 1883, were he will find that a
peal of Grandsire Major, 10,176 changes, was rung upon handbells by
four members of the Birmingham Amalgamated Society.
T. Russam,

Hon. Sec. Birmingham Amalgamated Society.



