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A Commission might now be appointed to examine into the strange and
unprecedented fact of the Report of the Commissioners in regard to this Creed
being contrary to the private recorded convictions of the majority forming
that commission. Is it not more than time to remove -what has never proved
of any service as a creed; what, indeed, is no sort of bar or defence to
communion, and has been for many years, and still is, a means of great
irritation and hindrance to thousands who heartily and thoroughly concur in
the articles of the Niceno Creed, but who do not-think it right to fulminate
anathemas at those who may not fully comprehend or believe all the details
of the anonymous unauthorised hymn now called the Creed of St. Athanasius ?
Would St. Paul counsel the removal of a needless stumbling-block, or the
obstinate retaining of it until more mischief ensued ?

A Priest who always reads or sings it at the appointed times.

HIGH CELEBRATION.
sir,—I submit that ‘X. P. R.V letter is no defence or justification of the
above phrase. If, as appears manifest, he means by this phrase a choral
celebration, why does he not call it so? 13y using the phrase £choral cele-
bration,” he would not only secure accuracy, hut he would help to suppress
the loud talk (of which he complains) of the self-elected spokesmen of his
own 1school.’ An Ol1d Catholic.

DISESTABLISHMENT AND DISENDOWMENT.
Sir,—The Church’s weapon in contending with those who oppose her, has
always been that of prayer. Would some reader of 4Church Ben1s’ draw
up some short and suitable form for use during this coming year on the
subject above ? Geo. W. Jones (Priest).

NOTES AND QUERIES.

Offertories in Scotland.

Sid,—I have had opportunities of attending services in most of the prin-
cipal Episcopal Churches (or Chapels) in Scotland, and can assure ‘Angli-
canus "that the offertory is, as arule, collected at the usual time, and ‘ offered’
in the usual vay. Boxes, bags, or plates, are generally used, but on one
occasion, in Aberdeen, | saw a tankard, holding about a quart, handed round
for the offerings, | believe the Episcopal Church is the only one in which
the plate at the door before service is not used, aud if a stranger entering a
church porch does not see the well known stool covered with a while cloth,
with alms-disli carefully guarded by one or two deacons, he may be pretty-
sure he is entering an Episcopalian place of worship.

A Commercial Traveller.
Endowments of Dissent.

sir,—Can any of your readers afford us, through your columns, some re-
liable statistics, telling us («) The sums of money given during the present
century in aid of Dissenting objects by the Government? and b) The en-
dowments attaching in any way to Meeting-houses, including a residence for
the minister ? These are much more numerous than is generally supposed.

‘T. S. R.
Penny Readings.

sir,—| am trying to revive the old original Penny7 Beading, which we
all know has been suffered to sink into sixpenny or shilling entertainments
for a different class of audience from that primarily contemplated. Music
is, of course, a desideratum: can ive say a sine qua non ? lioiv far are we
clergy called upon to take part in this work? As clergymen, of course, not at
all; but as educated men mixing more than other educated men with the
working classes, may we not give up a little time—say an evening once a
fortnight—to it ?

Wi ithout clerical supervision, we are forced to admit the general tone is
apt to degenerate. Many poor women, who have very few ‘treats,” enjoy a
good selection of sensible readings, and the penny is within all people’
reach. No doubt many who read 1Church Berts ’ could make valuable
remarks on this subject, and oblige, among others, yours obediently,

Bristol. C. Withersy.

Burial Service, School Prayers, &c.

Sir,—May I referyour correspondent ‘ G.V. C.” to lveble’s exhaustive letter
on the Burial Service in Letters of Spiritual Counsel? Can any of your readers
inform me of any manual of prayers for such an institution as a large school,
to be used by former inmates on Founder’s Day, or other anniversaries ?
Will any one give the name and address of the Secretory of the Free and Open

Church Association ? P oint op Interrogation.

Professor Shairp on Keble.

Sir,—Would you, or any of the readers of ‘CnuRcn Bet1s,” be good
enough to inform me whether Professor Shairp’s Essay on Keble and the
Christian Yvear has been published; and, if so, where can a copy of it be
obtained, and what is the price ? Lay Deacon.

An Echo in a Church.

Sir,—Can any of your readers inform me what means are best to cure a
bad echo in a church ? In the church | refer to there are two stone pillars
at the entrance to the chancel, the pulpit stands in front of one. the reading-
desk close to the other. It is a st/an roof. The church will hold more

than 500.
[Letters Received— C. A. W. Troyto: Sexagenarian; W. J. T.;
E. Bell; Rev. E. Wilson; Geo. W. Jones; An Old Catholic; W. A. Hills;

B. R. S. Frost;
Frelford; N. N. C]

Point of Interrogation; J. F. AT.; B. AT, A/ J. T.
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BELLS AND BELL RINGING.

Dedication of New Bells.

On Wednesday, Nov. 15th, the new bells lately placed by the exertions
of Mr. Chorley in the tower of the parish church of Exton, Somerset,—by which
the peal has been angmented to five,—were dedicated by the Right Rev. Dr,
Chapman, late Bishop of Colombo, in the presence of a large congregation.
The ceremony was an impressive one, the ringing-chamber being open”to
the church, and the bells being rung for ashort interval during the Dedication
service. The ringing was performed by the Huntsham Society of Change-
ringers, who, during the day, rang singles by all the methods (eight) given
in Shipway’ Campanologia, and also some Grandsire and Stedman’s Doubles.
The new bells are by Messrs. Taylor of Loughborough.

Change-ringing.

on Saturday, Nov. 4th, the Society of Change-ringers of Liversidge
ascended the tower at that place and rang atrue and complete peal of Kent
Treble Bob Major, in 3 lirs. 4 mins., by the following performersJohn
Illingworth, treble; James Knott, 2nd; AVilliam Firth, 3rd; Thomas North,
4th; George Rush-worth, 5th; John AVilson, Oth; Mosley Ramsden, 7th;
AVilliam Collins, tenor. The peal was taken out of Mr. Sottanstalls Circular
Ringing, at page 408, beginning at the 1st course in the circle and ending at
the 15th, containing 5024 changes, with the 5th and Oth 24 times wrong
and 24 times right, in 5, 6, and was ably conducted by John Illingworth.

On Saturday, Nov. 11th, the ringers of St. Thomas’, Leesfield, near
Manchester, ascended the church tower, and succeeded in ringing Mr. John
Holt’s ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples, consisting of 5040 changes; which
was truly brought round in 2 hrs. 55 mins. The ringers were as follows :
T. W. Mayall, treble ; J. Burgess, 2nd; R. Edmundson, 3rd; J. Wardle, 4th;
AT. Ashforth, 5th; AV. Birkenshaw, Oth; J. Ashworth, 7tli; J. Scholes, tenor.
The peal was conducted by AV. Ashworth. Weight of tenor, 14 cwt. The
peal was ruug in commemoration of the Rev. R. AVhittaker, M.A., having
been Aicar twenty-five years.

on Monday, November 20th, 1871, eight members of the Redenliall
Society of Change-ringers ascended the tower of St. Mary’s Church, Reden-
hall, and rang a true peal of Oxford Treble Bob, consisting of 5248 changes,
with 73 Bobs, being the greatest number of changes to be obtained in 13
courses, in 3 hours 30 mins. The peal was composed by Mr. J. Reeve, late of
London, conducted by Mr. Benjamin Smith, and rung by the following hand :
— B. Smith, treble; George Prince, 2nd ; Isaac- Mobbs, 3rd; Edward Smith,
4th; Edward Borrett. 5th ; James Soutar, Oth ; John Soutar, 7th; Capt. A.
P. Moore, tenor. Weight of tenor, 24 cwt., in the key of E flat. Total weight
of peal about 00 cwt.

BELFRY RECORDS.

ST. SAVIOUR’S, SOUTHWARK. (Tablets in the Belfry.)

23 The Societyof College Youths. Established 1637.—This Tabletwas erected to>per*
petnate two excellent Peals which were pronounced by skillful auditers to be masterpieces
of ringing. On Friday, February 23rd, 1819. 5181 changes of Kent Treble Bob Maximus,
in 4 hours and 10 minutes.

John Cox, Treble.
William Carter, Second.
John Menday, Third
Willm. Banister, Fourth.

Performers-
James Stickbury, Fifth.
Robert Jameson, Sixth.
Robert Hayworth, Seventh.
John Bradley, Eighth.

Edward Lansdell, Ninth.
Henry Littlechild, Tenth.
James Dwight, Eleventh.
Edward Sawyer, Tenor.

24. And on Wednesday, Dec. 19th, 1849,5146 Stedman's Cinques, in 4 hours and9 minutes.
Performers—
John Cox, Treble.
William Carter, Second.

George Ferris, Fifth.
Robert Jameson, Sixth.

John Bradley, Ninth.
Edward Lansdell, Tenth.
James Mash, Third. Robert Hayworth, Seventh. James Dwight, Eleventh.
William Banister, Fourth... ,Matthew Wood, Eighth. Edward Sawyer, Tenor.
Both Peals were composed and conducted by John Cox.
Charles Richards, Esq., Warden of the great Account.
Jas. Bowden, Esq. Bell Warden.

25 On Tuesday, January 7th, 1846, the Society of College Youths rung on thesenoble peal
of Bells a true and complete Peal of Kent Treble Bob Maximus, consisting of 5088 changes,
in 4 hours and 20 minutes, and was the first Peal in the above method ever rung in London
on twelve bells. Performed by- .
Mr. John Menin, Treble. Mr. George Menday, Fifth.

John Cox, Second. . James Hughes, Sixth.
George Steckham, Third. , Robt. Hayworth, Seventh. . Edwd. Lansdell, Eleventh.
James Mash, Fourth. , Edwd. Sawyer, Eighth Augustus G. Frost, Tenor.

Composed and call’d by Mr John Cox. Eev. William Curling A M. | Chaflains.
Rev. Samuel Benson, A.M.

Tr Mr. Sami. Hinton, Great Account. I Mr. John Glover, Renler
Wardens ~ Robt. Ash, Bell. 1 ,, Willm. Monroe Neucomens.
Mr”n . Cope, College; Mr. Sami. Jones Young, &
Mrs. Drewet, Sextoness. Thos. Tayler Stceple-lceeper.

Mr. Josh. Harper, Ninth.
,, John Bradley, Tenth.

ST. GEORGE, SOUTHWARK. (Tablets in the Belfry.'

26 Westminster Youths. On Saturday, 8th September,1805, the above Society rang
in this Steeple a complete Peal of 5040 Grandsire Tripples in3 hours, being the greatest
performance on these hells for a period of 20 years.

Ed. Griffiths, Treble. Ed. Rane, Fourth.

Joh. Ladley Wm. Mendy, Fifth.

Wm Makeeb hir Wm. Williams, Sixth.
The Peal’was conducted by Mr. Hints. Mr. Samuel CRe, Be::or'? Warden.

27 On Saturday, the 5th of February, 1859, the ancient 0 Hege Society, est blished
1637, rung a true and complete Peal of Triples on Stedman’s Principal, containing 50
changes, in 2 hours aud 52 minutes, being the first Peal in that intricate method rang on
these gelly.. The performers were—

Wm. Green, Treble. I Wm. Cocter, Four'h.
John Bradley, Second. Geo. A. Muskett, Fifth.
George Stockham, Third. | Wm. Dugworthv, Sixth,
Conducted by Wm. Cocter. The Rev. Willm. Cadman, Rector.
John Hupersley, Churchwarden.
James Wells, Steeple-keeper.

Jn. Hints, Seventh.
T. B. Harris, Tenor.

Jas. Dwight, Seventh.
i Edwd. Drury, Tenor.



December 9, 1871.]

NOTES AND QUERIES.

An Echo in Church.

Sir,— It is in no satiiical spirit that ‘G. W.” is informed that many
churches, which have a rather distressing echo, are completely cured when
wellfilled by a congregation. Indeed those churches which when full are the
best to speak in, will probably have a slight echo when empty. But itis quite
possible that in this case the church cannot be filled from a paucity of popu-
lation. In this case we would advise a handsome heavy cloth suspended from
a brass rod at the back of the pulpit, about 3 to 4 feet wide and 8 or 10 feet
high, and 3 or 4 inches 'away from the wall or back of the pulpit. We are
not fond of banners in churches, but in this case half a dozen banners fixed
permanently, or changing with the seasons, in suitable parts, will do good.
Those by Messrs. Timperley of Darwen, Lancashire, are very effective and
cheap, but in this case would require to be illuminated on both sides. S.M.L.

Sir,—In answer to 1G. W.” 1 would state, that the best cure for an echo
in a church is a crowded congregation. Echoes are very arbitrary affairs, but
generally result from a malformation of the building, such as being too lofty
for the w'dth. Pillars have nothing to do with it, exce]it it be to prevent such.
The object is to absorb superabundant sound. This | have done in a school-
room, by a large sham corona hung from the centre covered with brown
holland, with a little hay inside. | have known such athing as the opening
of a grave-vault in a church absorbing the echo, to the surprise of the incum-
bent when taking the funeral service. This might be an inconvenient way of
meeting the evil, but cloths suspended in the roof, or heavy woollen banners,
or curtains, or draperies in a suitable part, would prevent it.

A Country Vicar.
Coloured Scripture Prints.

Sir,—Respecting Scripture Prints for class teaching, | beg to say that
‘Cottage Pictures’ from both the OIld and New Testaments, published by
J. H. Parker, are the most Scriptural representations, and the finest and
most suitable colouring, 1 have met with. H. H. D odge.

sir,—Your correspondent, 4A Town Curate/ may procure some really
good school-prints of the size he names, and cheap (fid. each), of the book-
sellers. Printed and published by the proprietor, Ed. Gust May, Erankfort-
on-tlie-Maine. J. M. H.

Professor Shairp on Keble.

Sir,— ‘Lay Deacon’ asks about Professor Sliairp’s Essay on Keble and the
Christian Year. It was published in 1866 by Edmonston and Douglas, Edln-
burgh. The price cannot be large, as it contains only 115 pages.

[Another correspondent mentions the price, Is. 6rf]

Clerical Education.

4R. D. R.” may be glad to know that St. Nicholas’ College Schools, in
Sussex, would meet the case. Here a boy might work his way from being a
servitor at St. John’s, which means boot-cleaning, &c., to be Fellow of a
College, and so to be Archbishop of Canterbury. Boys of ability and industry
are constantly working up from the lower to the higher grades; thus a Hurst
servitor may get a scholarship enabling him to go to St. Saviour’s School; a
St. Saviour’s boy may, in like manner, proceed to Hurst, or a Hurst boy to
Lancing, and Hurst and Lancing boys may go to the Universities, where
some now hold Fellowships. Then, again, there is the Training School at
Hurst, into which a boy may enter from the Grammar School, and from which
he may be ordained.

For full particulars respecting these schools see the S. N. C. Calendar,
published yearly by J. H. Parker, also Dr. Lowe’s Letter to Sir John Coleridge
on S. N. C. and its Schools, though, since the publication of the latter, the
scheme has extended itself greatly. J.T.F.

sir—Your correspondent, ‘R. D. R./ would do well to apply to the Rev. R.
Lawson, The Rectory, Upton-on-Severn, if -the boy he is interested in is a
superior one, as he, being Secretary to the Missionary Studentship Associa-
tion for Worcestershire, could aid him materially, having funds to assist in
educating suitable youths. R. S. Bartiett.

Sir,— Could you or any of your readers kindly inform me what examina-
tion a candidate for Holy Orders abroad has to pass, and how a person must
proceed to obtain them, he not being able to go through a Theological College,
as | haye a wish to go out myself, but cannot tell how to proceed ? J. F. W.

Bishops’ Chaplains.

Sir,— Can you inform me the privileges (if any) attached to the office of
private chaplain, the method of appointment, and also the number of chap-
lains that a Bishop-Suffragan is entitled to appoint ?

Books for Teachers.

Sir,— Can any of your readers recommend to the teacher of a class of
young men a suitable book for assisting him in explaining to them the Articles
of our Church ? R. W.

Oxoniensis.

Psalm cxxix, 6-8.
Sir,—Can any Biblical scholar or traveller in the Holy Land say if it was,
or is, the custom there for travellers to wish God speed to the haymakers as
they passed ?

Letters Received.—Sec. of Curates’ Augmentation Fund; R. Stringer;
T.M.W.; A S K.; C.R.IT.; Albert; M. Tennant; A Subscriber; Alfred;
Editor of the Choir; Rev. E. Wilson; S.; M. E. Horrocks; F. Hasell; W.
J. Lush ; Sir H. C. Daubeney; Earnest; A Perplexed One; H. Skelton;
James E. Vernon; J. H. H.; E.J. H.; J. R. Dowson; H. H. Dodge; L.;
A Country Vicar; Anglicanus; G.V.; X. Y. Z.; S. M. L.;J. Mayall; J. E.
Troyte; J. W. King ; S. Slater; J. Slater; J. Baxter; Church Sunday-school
Teacher; Deaconess Eerand; A Clergyman’s Wife; F. A. Baker; Alfred
Boyle.

Church Bells.
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BELLS AND BELL RINGING.

For divine service on the 26th day of November, the ringers of Ashton-
under-Lvne ascended their parish-church tower and rang a complete and true
peal of Grandsire Caters, consisting of 1871 changes, the number of the year
of our Lord, the composition of Mr. John Thorpe, in one hour and fifteen
minutes. Band as follows:—Treble, William Burgess, j»n. ; 2nd, Joseph
Bowcock; 3rd, Thomas Moss; 4th, Joseph Barnes; 5th, Charles Thorpe;
6th, William Burgess, sen. aged 75 years ; 7th, John Eaton, aged 78 years ;
8th, Benjamin Broadbent; 9th, John Thorpe, conductor; Tenor, 28 cwt.
Shephard Andrew.

sir,—In sending you copies of the Peal Boards which were in Christ
Church Cathedral, 1 hope you will allow me to mention the present condition
of the steeple in which the peals were rung. The ringing chamber has now
been done away with, the belfry dismantled, and the bells are now lying on
the ground outside the Cathedral, amidst heaps of stone and rubbish. The
Tenor of this grand old peal weighs over 40 cwt. and bears the motto 41Jcec
campana beatce Trinitati sacrafiat,” with date 1589. The bells have been in this
sad plight for nearly twelve months, and | fear they will not he able to he rung
properly again for many years to come. There is a report that the governing
body of this wealthy Society mean to raise a wooden structure to contain
them, but even then it is probable that it will not bear the strain of their
swinging in peal, and that the 4Bonny Christ Church bells’ will still be
doomed to silence, except for the striking of a clock and two bells used for
Cathedral service. Surely this is a state of things that ought to be generally
known and deprecated, as indeed it is by the Change-ringers and all lovers
of bell-music in Oxford. We must only trust that those in authority may,
sooner than at present seems likely, put the hells which were the pride of
Oxford ringers in such condition, that your columns may again record true
peals rung on them; and may my name then also figure among the per-
formers. One who rang in the last Peal of Grandsire Triplets,

April 5, 1869.
Carillons.

Sir,— The communication on this subject which appeared in your im-
pression of the 25th of November last, contains certain palpable mistakes
concerning bells, &c., owing, probably, to the author having been misled by
the erroneous statements of other writers. It is, however, hoped, that your
correspondent will be careful to send you accurate information should he
write you again on Belgian carillons. Thomas Walesby.

Death of a Ringer.

Dursley.—On Monday, November 27th, the tenor bell of the parish
church, muffled, announced the death of Nathaniel Thurston, who had at-
tained the great age of 91 years. For 30 years he held the office of parish clerk.
This aged and lamented parishioner was also a bell-ringer, and he used to
glory in taking partin a peal of Grandsire Triples. As a mark of respect
and remembrance of former associations, and also as an affectionate custom
still existing in every Society of Ringers, the Dursley company rang a muffled
peal on the day of the deceased’ funeral, which took place on Saturday last,
at St. Mark’s Church, November 18, 1871.

BELEEY BECOEDS.

ST. JOHN, WATERLOO ROAD. (Tablets in the Belfry.)

28. On Monday, October 24th, 1825, the Society of College Youthsrung in this Steeple a
true and complete Peal of Oxford Treble Bob Major, containing 5120 changes, in 3 hours
and 13 minutes, being the first Peal on these bells, by the following persons—

Jno. Cooper, Treble. I Wm. Makee, Fourth. I Jno. Stratford, Sixth.

P. Stichbury, Second. Thos. Michael, Fifth. Frs. Mathew, Seventh.

DI. Beakley, Third. \ ' | Wm. Cullum, Tenor.

Conducted by John Cooper.
J. C. Peache,
Jno. Walmesley,

29. A Friendly Society. On February 13th, 1828, was rung a true and complete Peal
of Grandsire Tripples, containing 5040 changes, in 2 hours and 59 minutes, being the first
Peal in this method ever rung in this Steeple. Performers—

Danl. Beakley, Treble. Hen. Buxwash, Fourth.
Thos. Pollet, Second. Geo. Potter, Fifth.
Wm. Atherton, Third.

)7 Qllurcjlwar(ien$-

Clias. Hayward, Sixth.
Thos. Tolladay, Seventh.
Thos. Sharp, Tenor.
Conducted by W. Atherton.

30. St. James’s Society. On Monday, Sept. 29th, 1856, was rung in this Steeple by
eight members of the above Society, a true and complete Peal of Grandsire Triples, con-
taining 5040 changes, which was performed in 3 hours by the following persons—

Win. Coppage, Treble. I Geo. Stockha.m, Fourth. I Geo. Burton, junr., Sixth.
Geo. Shury, Second. Thos. Pearce, Fifth. Jno. Austin, Seventh.
Chas. Balle, Third. | | Jesse Horton, Tenor.
Conducted by Thos. Pearce.
Revd. J. A. Johnstone, Rector.
Mr. Galsworthy Mr. Velton.
R. Jones, Sexton.

CHRIST CHURCH, SOUTHWARK. (Tablets in the Belfry.'

31. On Wednesday, March 8th, 1820, Eight men rungin this Steeple a trne and compleat
Peal of Grandsire Tripples, consisting of 5040 changes, in 3 hours and 15 minutes, being the
only Peal of the kind ever rung on these bells. The performers were—

Jas. Mash, Treble. Josh Ladley, Fourth. Robt. Mirfieid, Seventh.
Ed. Underwood, Second. Jas. Stichbury, Fifth. Wm. Boulter, Tenor.
Wm. ILirke, Third. Edwd. Sawyer, Sixth.

Rev. H. Mapleton, Rector.
The Peal contained 108 bobs and 2 singles, and was call'd by Mr. Joseph Ladley.

[Our correspondents who have kindly sen: us copies of Belfry Boards will
be pleased to bear in mind thatit may be some time before they will appear—
wishing to observe a certain order in their publication.—Ed ]

[*A1fred’s "name and address is requested by the Editor.]
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of helping thereby to revive these pleasant but short-lived winter-evening
entertainments, which | believe were killed in many cases by the undue
preponderance of music, injudicious and too lengthy selections, and bad
readers, taken from the less educated classes with the idea of encouraging a
taste for reading. F. A. Baker.
Offertory.—The Church in Scotland.

Sir,— Thanks to ‘A Commercial Traveller’ for his information about
Offertories in Scotland, which is very satisfactory and encouraging. | once
attended an Episcopal Church in Scotland for four or five weeks, but then |
did see every Sunday the ‘well-known stool covered with white cloth,” and
| am glad to find that the proper offertory is superseding this singular custom.
By the way, it is very interesting to notice how many ‘Commercial Travellers’
are good Churchmen, and do great good by appealing on week evenings and
other opportunities in our churches when Divine service is proceeding.

Anglioanus.
Ps. cxxix. 6-8.

Sir,—In answer to ‘A. S.K.” may | refer to Thomson’s Land and the
Book, p. 682:—*“Nothing is more natural than for the Arabs when passing by
a fruit-tree or corn-field, loaded with arich crop, to exclaim “ Barak Allah !”
“ God bless you! we bless you, in the name of the Lord!”” Compare Ruth, ii. 4.

S.

Verbal Discrepancies in the Prayer-book.
sir,—If you admit questions of minute criticism into your queries, per-
haps you, or some of your readers, can furnish answer to the following
Whence is the origin of the slight variations in the Psalms as printed in the
Psalter, and as set forth in other parts and offices of the Service-book ?
xcviii. 0, in Evening Prayer, ‘He com etliin Psalter, *is come;’ Ixvii. 5, in
Psalter, omits ‘yea’ found in Deus Misereatur as appointed for Evensong;
xxxix. 11, ‘by the means of Thy heavy hand;’ in Burial Office ‘the” is
omitted ; xc. 12, in Psalter, ‘So teach us;’ Burial Office, *O' But Bagster,
| observe, prints ‘0 "in both places. Are these printers’, errors, or how and
by what authority have these discrepancies crept in? | may add another
minute question:—Is ‘The One-and-twentieth Sunday after Trinity * or ‘The
Twenty-first Sunday, &c. ’the correct form, and why do editions of the Prayer-
book vary in this matter ? T.
State of Dissent.
can any of your readers furnish reliable statistics as to the state of
Dissent? It is reported from many sources, that although in the abundance
of their wealth they built pretentious meeting-houses, with very fine frontages,
and as much like a proper church as they can, and although, unlike their
religious forefathers, they have grand organs, choirs, chants, anthems, and
many other imitations of the Church, the attendance at the meeting-houses
(except in a few cases) is scant and far less than it used to be. It is easy to
account for this ifit be so, because, after all, since religion is a matter of faith,
and therefore, to some extent, of dogma, people will attend where preachers
believe and hold fast to the truth, and not where they are taught to- doubt
everjthing until they almost doubt their own existence.

Attending the Theatre.
sir,—Will any Clergyman kindly give his opinion as to whether it is con-
sistent for a Sunday-school teacher and communicant to attend a Theatre as
a place of recreation and amusement? A Perplexed One.

E nquirer.

Letters Received.—C. S.; Church and State; E. Thompstone; H. Leach;
A.S. K.; G. W. Jones; W.J. Trelford; Ghas. Owen; An Ignorant Bell-
ringer; Alfred; Rev. W. S. Shaw; S.; R.W.; J. P.L.; J. Scarth; F.C.G;
A Subscriber; A.Boyle; T.S. (Durham); Yicar; S.Yorke; N. C.0.; W.
Mauger; H. Hobden ; Rector of Wells.

BELLS AND BELL RINGING.

@
The Great Lancashire Handbell Ringers.

A good number of years llaye elapsed since the great Lancashire handbell
ringers, after having earned for themselves a considerable amount of local
fame, were taken in hand, first by Professor Anderson, the Wizard of the
North, and afterwards by Baruum, the famous Yankee * speculator.” Some of
the band are yet afloat, and a letter signed by four of them has been shown to
us. It is written from Honolulu, and dated August 27, 1871. The sig-
natories to the letter are Samuel Marlor, formerly of Jackson Pit, Oldham ;
John Whittaker, Lower West Street; Peter Mills, Barker Street; and
S. Harrison, North Moor. The writers truly say that many of their friends
here will have been wondering what quarter of the world they had got to;
and then they proceed to detail their recent travels. They say:—‘We left
Auckland on the 10th of August, in one of the American rcail steamships
called the “ Nebraska,” and sailed a distance of nearly 4000 miles in sixteen
days, on the great Pacific Ocean. We had one of the finest passages we ever
had in all our travels after the first two days, and we arrived once more on
land, all in good health. This is a most beautiful and healthy place; some-
thing like India, but not so hot. We have the pineapple, the banana, and all
kinds of tropical fruit. We expect staying a month, and then sail from here
to San Francisco. So you will see that we are now making our way towards
America—also towards home. We must not forget to tell you that our
expenses are very great. From Auckland to Honolulu they amounted to
1201. and everything here is dear ; nothing less than a shilling. We opened
here last night, which will make it very remarkable, it being Oldham Wakes
Saturday night, and before a very respectable audience. When we write this
we expect you are all getting ready for the Wakes Sunday dinner. But you
must not think that we are without our Wakes dinner, for if you do you will
be greatly mistaken. We have everything we want here. We all join in
wishing you a merry and pleasant time of it, hoping we shall be all together
by the next Wakes.’

The following particulars are furnished by a correspondent, and they

Church Bells. 3i

will be read with some degree of interest by a great many of our readers —
This noted company of handbell ringers commenced their career of travelling
on Good Friday, the 9th day of April, 1841; and, after a successful tour
through England, they went to America, and made very great progress in
the art of ringing upon handbells. The names of these campanalogians (in
addition to the writers of the above letter) are —John Wrigley, an invalid, of
George Street at present; Isaac Ogden, of Hollinwood at present; William
Stott, died in Australia; William Cooper, died in America; Samuel Mills,
of Bow Street, and this person has been confined to his bedroom for the last
sixteen years; Henry'Hunt Patterson, died in Oldham; John Mellor, died
in France ; J. Isherwood, clerk in a bank in Australia. — Oldham Chronicle.

Change-Ringing at Halifax.

On Saturday, Dec. 9, the Society of Change-ringers connected with the
St. John’s Church, Halifax, Yorkshire, ascended their tower, and rang a true
and complete peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, consisting of 5120 changes,
ill three hours and twelvelminutes. The ringers were in the following
order:—H. Hudson, treble; B. Jenkinson, 2nd; J. Jenkinson, 3rd; D. B,
Smith, 4th; J. H. Hardcastle, 5th; J. Barlow, 0th; G. Bobertshaw, 7th;
E. Smith, tenor. The peal was composed by Mr. J. Hudson, and conducted
by Mr. H. Hudson.

Carillons.

Me, Walesby may be a very good musician and a clever critic,—be that
as it may, his strictures on this, that, and the other, are not made in very
good temper, and therefore cannot be very pleasant to those to whom they
apply. If the late writer on Belgian Carillons has made ‘palpable mistakes,’
which, as a Belgian, he is not likely to have done, perhaps Mr. Walesby .will
oblige the readers of ‘Chuech Bet1s,” and others who are desirous of intro-
ducing carillons into our towers, to point out the ‘palpable mistakes’ of
which he complains. . Un Cabillonnetje.

A Cracked Bell.

Sie,—Can any one recommend a good, cheap Bell Foundry, where | could
get a bell re-cast, which is badly cracked (see advertisement)? also how it
could be made the same pitch and tone as it was originally, so as to dis-
pense with the expense of having all the other seven bells re-tuned?

The Beciob of Wells, Nokfolk.

BELFRY RECORDS.

CHRIST CHURCH, SOUTHWARK. (Tablets in the Belfry.)
(Continued.)

32. Junior College Society. On Monday, February 27tb, 1826, was rung by Eight)
Members of that Society a true and compleat Peal of Oxford Treble Bob Major, containing
5280 changes, in 3 hours and 15 minutes, being the only peal in that method on the bells
during the last 40 years. Performed by—

Josh. Ladley, Treble. | Edwd. Sawyer, Fourth.
«Jas Mash, Second. Sami. Austin, Fifth.
John Tyler, Third.

I Bawd. Lansdell, Smth.

John Merrin, Seventh.

| I Willm. Rue, Tenor.
Composed and call’d by S. Austin.

Revd. J. H. Mapleton, Sector.

J. Bursfem,} Churchwardens.

33. St.James’s Society. On Monday, March 16th, 1829, was rung in this Steepie a
true and complete Peal of Grandsire Triples, containing 5040 changes, iu 3 hours 1 minute.
The performers were—

Ed. Griffiths, Treble.
F. Pollit, Second.
Jn. Taylor, Third.

Ed. Savage, Sueth.
SI. Thomas, Seventh.
Ge. Smith, Tenor.

Jsh. Ladley, Fourth.
T. Tolladay, Fifth.

Conduoted by Thos. Tolladay.

ST. MAGNUS, LONDON BRIDGE. (Tablets in the Belfry.)

34 The College Youths, onthe 21st of Feb. 17—, did ring in this Steeple a complete Peal
of 5148 Double Grandsire Caters, in 3 hours 40 minutes, being the most ever performed in
that method.

John Underwood, Treble.
Willm. Mills, Second.

Wi illiam Hatt, Third,
Jas. Darguit, Fourth. m )
Th& Peal was call’d by Mr. G. Meakins.

85 The Society of College Youths. Established 1637. On Saturday, November 3rd,
1853 the company rung a true Peal of 5079 Stedman Caters, in 3 hours and 13 minutes,
being the first in that method on these bells. Pcrformers-

J. Mash, Treble. Wm. Banister, Fifth,
Geo. Menday, Second,. Wm. Lobb, Sixth.
W. Hinds, Third, Wm. Cooter, Seventh.
jno. Bradley, Fourth.

Robt. Butterworth, Fifth.
Emanuel Crew, Sixth.
G-eorge Meakins, Seventh.

Robt. Bly, Eighth.
John Lokes, Ninth.
Fras. BuckijjAliam, Tenor.

G. E. Ferris, Eighth.
Jas. Dwight, Ninth.
H. F. Wood, Tenor.

Conducted by Willm. Cooter.
Upwards of 40 years had elapsed since a Peal had been accomplished in this Steeple.

HAMMERSMITH. (Tablets in the Belfry.)

36 On Sunday, April 24th, 1774, tbe Hammersmith Society did Ring in this Steeple a
Peal of 5040 Plain Bob in 3 hours and 25 minutes, in Seven different Seven Hundre.i and
Twentys .

Wm ‘Gomm, Treble. I Wm. Hallett, Third.
Thos. Harris, Second. | Frans. Beale, Fourth,
Called by Jas. Worster.
Mr. John Swafford, Churchwarden.

37. April 21st, 1814, was rung in this Steeple 5040 Crandsire Trebbles, in 3 hours and -
8 minutes, by—

Cs. Barber, Treble.
Jno. Stratford, Second,
Jno. Hew, Third.

I Jas. Worst'er, Fifth.
| Wm. Parris, Tenor.

Wm. Parris, Sixth.
Geo. Cole. Seventh.
Edwd. Hndnett, Tenor.

Jas. Cole, Fourth,
Wm. Hallett, Fifth.

Calld by G. Cole.
38. G. (Crown). R. In Commemoration of the Glorious Victory of our Graceous Queen
Caroline over her Vindicative and Relentless Enemies, the Beks :n this Steeple was Rung on
the 10th, 11th, 13th, and 14th of November, 1820, by the following persons—
Wm. Hallett, Treble. I Jas. Deville, Sen. Fourth. Chas. Dnckrecll, Si.xth.
Wm. Parris, Second. Wm. Sadler, Fifth. Heny. Begent, Seventh,
Cornelious Lea, Third. | Bn- Spencer, Tenor.
Sami. Whittick, A$s\<ra:ii-Rrnger.
Mr. James Gumm, Senr. Churchwardenm

A11 anonymous writers ore requested to send their nunies oncl addiesses
to the Editor.
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BELLS AND BELL RINGING.

Change-Ringing at All Saints, Poplar.

The Ancient Society of College Youths.— On Saturday, 9th December,
10 members of this Society rang upon the balls of the Church of All Saints,
Poplar, a true touch of Grandsire Caters, comprising 1871 changes (being
the date of the present year of Our Lord), in 1 hour and Id minutes; weight
of tenor, 35 cwt. The company were stationed as follows:—H. Booth, treble;
C. H. Jessop, 2nd: J. R. Haworth, 3rd; G. Mash, 4th; G. Wright, 5th; G.
Tanner, 6th; H. lleeves, 7th ; d. M. Hayes, 8th ; C. Lee, 9th; J. Mills, tenor.
Composed by Mr. Harvey Beeves and conducted by Mr. Henry Booth.

New Peal of Bells for St. Peter’s Church, Ashton.

Escorting the Bells from the Railway Station to the Church.— Saturday was
a red-letter day in the history of St. Peter’s Church, Ashton, for on that day a
peal of eight bells, the. generous gift of George Heginbottom, Esq. J.P., were
conveyed to their intended destination in the church, making the second
peal we have now in Ashton. It was hardly likely that so important an event
would be allowed to pass over without a demonstration of some kind, and it
was therefore decided to have a procession of the congregation and scholars
connected with the church, together with as many friends as felt disposed to
take partin the ceremony. The company met at the schoolroom in Welbeck
Street about half-past one o’clock, and from thence, having formed in proces-
sion, proceeded to Park Parade railway station, where the hells were for the
time located. About two oclock the bells at the Parish Church rang out
merrily as a sort of welcome to the new peal, and shortly after that time the
procession, headed by aband of the 23rd L. R. V., under the leadership of Mr.
Owen, moved off’from the station along Stamford Street. There would he about
1000 in the procession, in which were a large number of banners borne by the
scholars. Asthe long line proceeded along Stamford Street it presented a gay
and attractive appearance, and some thousands turned out to notice it. The
bells were decorated with blue ribbon, and had a neat banner affixed to the
top. They were placed op two drays, one of which was drawn by two power-
ful grey horses, and the others by four fine hays, all of them being decorated
with rosettes. At the entrance to the churchyard was an awning or triumphal
arch, surmounted by a festoon of banners, &o., and bearing on the outside the
words, ‘Welcome the bells, and thank the donor,”and on the inside, ‘ The
merry bells of England.” Asthe waggons were drawn up to the church porch,
a hearty and spontaneous cheer was given by those assembled. The scholars
subsequently sang a hymn, and a selection was played by the band. The Bev.
T. Ogden, the Vicar, then mounted one of the waggons, and called for three
cheers for the worthy donor, which met with a unanimous response. The
hand afterwards played the national anthem, and this concluded the ceremony,
but many loitered about as the bells were being placed in tlie vestibule of the
church, prior to being wound up iuto the tower.

To give our readers an idea of the munificent generosity of Mr. Hegin-
bottom, the worthy donor, we append a brief description of the bells,
together with a statement of their cost, including the necessary alterations
in the tower and the hanging. The bells are from the foundry of Messrs.
Mears and Stainsbank, of Whitechapel, London, the makers of the beautiful
peal now in the tower of the Parish Church, and the following is a statement
of their respective dimensions and weights:—

Tenor (in F) 4ft. lin. 20cwt.; 7th, 3ft. 7£in. 13Jcwt,;

«th, 3ft. Tin.
11 cwt.; 5th, 3ft. 2in. Ofcwt.; 4th, 2ft. 11in. 8cwt.; 3rd, 2ft. 9in. 7f cwt.;
2nd, 2ft. 7in. 6*cwt.;

Treble, 2 ft. 6in. 6cwt. Total weight, 4tons 2 cwt.

r.

The bells hear suitable inscriptions, that on the tenor being as follows —
1This peal of eight hells (tenor, 20 cwt.) was given to St. Peter's Church,
Ashton, 1871, by George Heginbottom, Esq. J.P., mayor of the borough in
the years 1853, 1854, and 1855. To the honour and glory of God.’

The inscriptions on the other hells are as follow:—

l.
My gentle note shall lead the cheerful sound;
Peace to this parlsh—may goodwill abound,

Our voices tell when joy or grief betide:

Mourn with the mourners, welcome home the bride,
m.

May all in truth and harmony rejoice

To honour Church and Queen with heart and voice.
\V2

Prosperity attend old England’s shore):

May Ashton flourish now and evermore.

V.
With loving voice | call to church and prayer,
And hid the living for the grave prepare.
VI.
For mercies undeserved this peal is raised;
So may thy name, O God, through Christ be praised.
VILI.
Grateful for all and every blessing here,
We look on high in faith, and without fear.

In addition to ringing in the usual way, the hells will be fitted up with
the Ellacombe chimes, so that a man or a hoy can chime the people to church.
It is not intended, we believe, to ring for service, but to chime. The
bells are being hung on an improved principle by Mr, Hooper, of Woodbury,
Devon, and their cost, including the hanging, will be about 740/. To this
must be added about 15th. for the alteration of the clock, the clock chimes,
and the new oak floor in the tower, which makes the total cost about 1000/.
Ashton Standard.

Church Bells.
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Muffled Peals.

Sin,—As an old Change-ringer and College Youth, something more may be
said with reference to the question of muffled bells than has yet appeared in
your pages. The ancient custom was, as my old father told me, who had it from
his father, to full muffle the bells, that is, both sides of the clapper, on the
death of one of high station in the church, in which condition they were
rung for all services until after the interment. The first peal after the inter-
ment half muffled at back-stroke (that is the offside from the pulley), and
the peal next following, both sides of the clapper open. And for persons ol'
ordinary estate, who were in any way connected with the Church or State, a
half-muffled peal only after the interment. W. B.

Woolwich.
Belgian Carillons.

Sir,— The writer of the letter signed ‘Un Carillonneur’ in your last
number, says, with reference to my communication printed in your issue of
the Othinstant, * Mr. Walesby’s strictures are not made in good temper, and
therefore cannot be very pleasant to those to whom they apply.”

In reply to this allow me to say, that | presume no man ever ‘made
things pleasant who wrote, even in good temper, a few plain, truthful words—
as | have on various occasions respecting articles in newspapers, magazines,
contemporary reviews, &c.—with a view to show that certain persons, not
being well up in their subject, had made erroneous statements, and therefore
ought not to be quoted as authorities.

B utlUn Carillonneur "goes on to say, ‘If the writer on Belgian Carillons
has made “palpable mistakes,” which, as a Belgian, he is not likely to have
done, perhaps Mr. Waleshy will point out the palpable mistakes of which he
complains.’

Let me, then, first remind your readers, that the writer on Belgian
Carillons in your impression of the 28th ult. says .—‘The beautiful tower of
Our Lady at Antwerp contains a carillon composed of hells of all sizes, ninety-
nine in number; the notes are produced by being struck on their outer edge
by wooden mallets or hammers, set in motion by machinery . ... they play
every ten minutes.’

How, the present carillon, which | have examined, in the tower of Antwerp
Cathedral, has not even so many as fifty hells. The service hells, &c. on a
lower stage of the tower have nothing to do with the carillon. The notes of
the self-acting instrument are produced not by lwooden mallets or hammers,)
but by hammers made of iron. The notes of the bells of ‘le carillon a clavier
are elicited by means ofiron clappers which are placed in a peculiar position.
The self-acting carillon plays every minutes, or half-quarter of an hour,
not every 10 minutes.

So much for a few of the palpable mistakes. Thomas W alesby.

BELBBY BECO-RDS.

HAMMERSMITH. (Tablets in the Belfry.)
(Continued.)
39. May 21st, 1824, was rang in this Steeple 5040 Grandsire Trebbles, with 108 Bobs
and 2 Singles, in 2 hours and 59 minutes, by 6 Senior Cumberlands and 2 of Hammersmith.
Jo= Ladlev, Treble. j Wm. Hallett, Fourth. I Edwd..Sawyer, Siith.
Edwd. Chambers, Second. Robt, Mirfield, Fifth. Jas. Stielibury, Seventh.
Jno. Hints. Third, j I Ben. Spencer, Tenor.
Call’d by Joseph Ladley.
James Gumm, Churclmarden.
40. College Youths did ring in this Steeple the 1st Dec. 1826, the whole Beal of
Grandsire Tripples, consisting of 5040 changes, in 2 hours and 59 minutes. Performed by—
Jas. Hewett, TrebU. | Win. Hallett, Fourth. I Hy. Begent, Sixth.
Win Parris, Second, Thos. Phillips, Fifth, W. Jefferys, Seventh,
Geo." Gough, Third, | I Wm. Felts, Tenor.
The Peal was conducted by William Jefferys.
Wi illiam Holmes, Writer. Wi illiam Clements, Churchwarden.

41. Monday, Nov. 12tli, 1838, a true and complete Peal of Grandsire Tripples, consisting
of 5040 changes, was rung in this Steeple in 3 hours and 5 minutes, by the following per-

~John Wale, Treble.
Jno. Fairbairn, Second.
Thos. ToHaday; Third. |
Conducted by T. Tolladay.

7%1'1 Fowell, % Churchwardens.

42 On Wednesday, Feby. 10th, 1841, in commemoration of the first Anniversary of the
Weddino- Dav of Her Majesty Queen Victoriaand Prince Albert, also the Christening of the
Princess Royal, a true and complete Peal of Grandsire Trlpples was rang in this Steeple,
consisting of 5040 changes, which was performed in 2 hours and 59 minutes by the follow -

mg persons—
James Wale, Treble.

I Benjn. Spencer, Fourth.

I Geoge. Stockham, Sixth.
Heny. Begent, Fifth,

Thos. Phillips, Seventh.
I Jas. Mason, Tenor.

Heny. Begent, Sixth.
Ch Barb S d. Ths. Phillips, Seventh.
GegS Goirgrfr‘rhffgn | Ths. Wescombe, Tenor.
The above Peals was conducted by Mr. W Jefferys.
43. On Wednesday, Dec. 22, 184-1, was rung in this Steeple by the following ringers in
3 hours and 5 minutes, a true and complete Peal of Grandsire Tripplcs, containing la
Bobs and 2 Doubles in the last 4 leads, being the original Peal composed by Mr. John

PN
'Bjn. Spencer, Fourth),
Wilm. Jefferys, Fifth.

Holt.

Robert Begent, Treble.
James Wale, Second.
Geo. Gough, Third.

Hy. Begent, Sixth. _
Tho. Phillips. Say; ih.
J. Spencer, Tenor.
Conducted by Mr. W. Jefferys, Jun.
William. Sawyer. > Ch,,re*Mnkw.
John Fowell,

44 On ‘Friday, Jany. 25th, 1842, in commemoration of the Chrl-lLarr : of His Eoya
Highness the Prince of Wales, a true and complete Peal of Grandaiet Tnpjaes « .- .angm
this Steeple, consisting of 5040 changes, which was well pertormed m a 0 minn.-.-=
by the following persons, who met purposely to celebratethat A w m --r Q -

Bobt. Begent, Treble. IBjn. Spencer, Fourth. I Hr_.._Benen..
James Wale, Second. Willm. Jefferys, F-un. r
Geo. Gough, Third. |

I Bjn. Spencer, Fowrth.
Willm. Jefferys, Fifth,

w asm sawyer,f, churchieardais. .
R. Vardy, W riter. .
To Correspondents.—Received, eJohn Warren.

The Editor reserves to his ownjudgment trhat letters are suitable for Publication,
No communication can be returned.
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recognises the right of the Church to possess them, since they had been
given.

And Dr. Hook says in his Dictionary, referred to by Mr. Jones, 1lt is
certain that tithes were paid to the Church before the end of the fourth cen.
tury, as Mr. Selden has proved.”

There is no sort of doubt that glebe, and tithe, and other endowments,
were never made over to the Church by the State (such an idea is absurd),
but were freely given by the owners of private property.

Mr. Jones would do well, with myriads of our fellow-countrymen, to con-
sider the answers to the two following questions:—

1. How came it to pass that any law of Mortmain became needful?

2, How is it, if the State endowed the Church, that so much of existing
Church property is in private patronage ? Does he suppose that the State
presented it to private gentlemen to exercise ?]

Sermon-Writing and Clerical Studies.

Sib,—May | be allowed to appeal to some of my elder brethren in the
ministry for advice on the composition of sermons? | am the more disposed
to make this appeal because | cannot help feeling that,if satisfactorily answered,
many others besides myself may derive benefit. Let me say, then, that
though | have not been very long in Holy Orders, and so have not written
many sermons, yet | find that the small stock of ideas with which | started
after a four years’ residence at tire University is fast coming to an end, if,
indeed, the limit has not already been reached. Not only so, but | feel
oftentimes a great difficulty in clothing the few that may be left in proper
language. Here let me anticipate an answer which will doubtless be made to
this, as in so doing | shall come at once to the point of my letter. It will be
said that the only remedy for this deficiency of ideas and language is a regular
and systematic course of reading, seeing that it is only ‘reading that can
make a full man.” | quite believe this, and am most anxious to follow the
advice, but it has always appeared to me, that one great difficulty in doing so
consists in not knowing what hooks to road. Most winters on this subject
have, in my humble opinion, recommended too many books. The lists have
been so long that one has been puzzled to know where and how to begin.
Now, sir, if any of your correspondents who have experience on this point
would kindly give some practical advice on the subject, and would also re-
commend a list of books to be read, they would, | fancy, be conferring a great
benefit not only on many young clergymen like myself, but also, perhaps, on
the congregations who have to listen to ns.

I understand, of course, that the study of the Holy Bible should be the
foundation of all reading, hut here, again, itis not so easy to know what is
the best manner of studying the Holy Scriptures. N. C. 0.

Ornaments of the Church, &c.

sir —In answer to the inquiry of 1J. H. H.”in your number of Dec. 16,
the following literal transcript from a most interesting MS. record of a small
country parish may be of some value:—

‘Npta bene: Y* in anno predicto [i.e. 1-552] John at Comrt William at
Combe [with others] dyd deliver unto Mr Gawyn Carow at Exceter [and to
others] A cope of blew’ satyn: A nother (sic) cope of redd velvytt with splede
egylls of golde : a blew velvytt tunakyll with splede egylls: A sylkyn tunakyll
of blew with broncs of golde: A pax of sylver of iiij ownsses it half parsyll
gylte: and ye patent of ye lasse (lesser) challis of ij ownsses & half: and ys
was all ye churehe goods y*they hadde in anno preclicto.’

It will be observed that the above relates chiefly to the ornaments of the
minister rather than of the church, and that the year in which these vestments,
&c., were delivered up—i.e. were at least temporarily disused—was the sixth
of Edward Y.

I may mention that the record from which I quote extends from the year
1527 to the beginning of the seventeenth century, and contains many most
interesting entries relating to that most interesting period. 1J. H. H.”is quite

welcome to my address, which | enclose. A West-Country Clergyman.

Lay Appropriation.

Sie,—It would be desirable that a list he made of Church property held
by laymen, as well as a list of Dissenting endowments; for, however the foe
may smile at the idea, let it not be imagined that the Church is to be dis-
endowed and Dissenting property remain untouched, or that property taken
from the Church and given to laymen will be continued to them. Of course
spoliators will tell another tale, but they will find that the recompense of a
man’s hand is often rendered unto him in a way he little anticipated. X.Y.Z.

Celebrations.
Sir,—Are there any authorities (canons or church rules) which touch the
following questions —
May the same priest celebrate more than once in the same day?
If he does so, ought he to partake at each celebration?
Some of your readers may help one whom the question has practically
often embarrassed. T.

sir,—Can any of your correspondents inform me what form of words
should be used in Holy Communion by the priest when he takes the conse-
crated elements himself? If there be no general modification of the words
of the Prayer-book in use, | should be glad to learn (a) whether there is any
authority for using the words as they are; (b) what has been, and is, the
practice of eminent leaders in the Church ? Presbyter.

sib,—Can any of your correspondents kindly inform me what is the
nature of, and what is meant by ‘ Commutation of Income ” in the case of the
Irish Church ? H. S.

Letters Received—W. W. T.; AYicar; P.B.;J. T.; H. E. Harris;
A Ringer; S. B.; H, Wickham; Bey. J. A. Stewart; J. Giraud; Subscriber;
Piev. W. Fitzpatrick.
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BELLS AND BELL RINGING.

Change-Ringing at Hunstel.

on Saturday, December 16th, the St. Mary’s Hunstel Society of Change-
ringers, assisted by Messrs. Lockwoods and Pawson of the Leeds St. Peter’s
Society, occupied the belfry of their church, and rang a true peal of Oxford
Treble Bob Major, consisting of 5088 changes, in 3 hours 20 minutes. The
peal was composed by H. Hubbard, sen.; it is in three equal parts, and has
the 4th, 5th, and 6th bells fourteen times each way in five-six. Conducted by
H. Hubbard, jun. The band stood in the following order, viz. —A. Lems,
treble; J. Mackintosh, 2nd; J. Lockwood, 3rd; W. Pawson, 4th; W. West-
morland, 5th; T. Lockwood, 6th; H. Hubbard, jun., 7th; G. Fothergill,
tenor. Weight of tenor, 21 cwt.

Carillons.

Messes. Gillet and Bi1and Of Croydon are making one of their carillon
machines for St. Stephen’s Church, Hampstead, to play fourteen tunes on ten
bells, the tenor weighing about 28 cwt., which will be the first carillon
machine set up in or near London; and*we doubt not but that the result will
be the means of inducing others to have their tuneful hells fitted with this
beautifully contrived and ingenious machinery.

Huntsham Society of Change-Ringers,
on Saturday, Dec. 16th, the above-named society succeeded in ringing &
complete 720 Kent Treble Bob, being the first ever rung by the society—*
J. Morrish, treble; LI. Payne, 2nd; J. Hawkins, 3rd; J. E. Troyte, Esq. 4th;
R. Fry, 5th; C. A. W. Troyte, Esq. tenor; conducted by C. Troyte, Esq.
[We are happy to record the above, as it shows that some progress is
making in Devonshire in proper change-ringing.—E d ]

Muffled Peals.

Readers Of *Church Bertts’ would confer a favour by reporting ariy
peculiarity in the method of ringing these peals in their respective districts»
C. G.

BELFBY EECOBDS.

HAMMERSMITH. (Tablets in the Belfry.)
(Continued.)

45. On Thursday, September 28th, 1843, a true and complete Peal of Grandsire Tripples,

consisting of 5040 changes, was rung in this Steeple by the following persons, in 3 hours

and 8 minutes.
C. Begent, Treble. B. Spencer, Fourth.

W. Jefferys, Fifth.

T. Phillips, Sixth.

T. Tolladay, Second. R. Begent, Seventh.

J. Wale, Third. J. Stephens, Tenor.
The Peal was call’d by T. Tolladay, being the last Peal he rung or conducted.

46. Dec. 11th, 1843, the Whole Peal of Grandsire Tripples, consisting of 5040 changes*
was rung in this Tower in 3 hours and 3 minutes by the following Ringers—
C. Begent, Treble. | B. Spencer, Fourth. I H. Begent, Sixth.
J. Wale, Second. JW. Jefferys, Fifth. i T. Phillips, Seventh.
R. Begent, Third. | * j F. Taylor, Tenor.
Conducted by W. Jefferys, being the last Peal he rung in or conducted.

47. St. James’s Society. On Thursday, Nov. 21st, 1846, a true and complete Peal of
Grandsire Tripples, consisting of 5040 changes, was rung in this Steeple, in 3 hours and
8 minutes, by the following members of the above Society, viz.—

R. Kelly, Treble. IR. Begent, Fourth. I B. Spencer, Sixth.

J. Canning, Second. I C. Begent, Fifth. H. Begent, Seventh.

J. Wale, Third. | | P. Taylor, Tenor.
The Peal was call’d by B. Spencer.

48. On Monday, Feb. 27, 1848, a true and complete Peal of Grandsire Tripples, consist-
ing of 5040 changes, was rung in this Steeple in 3 hours and 3 minutes, by the following
persons, viz.—

Jas. Barber, Treble.
Chas. Begent, Second.
Jno. Canning, Third.

I Jas. Wale, Fourth.
Heny. Begent, Fifth.

Thos. Pearce, Sixth.
Robt. Begent, Seventh.
Jno. Stephens, Tenor.
Conducted by Mr. C. Begent. ’

Painted on the Wall in Roman Capitals.

The Forfeits on Ringing are as follows

Who soever thoroughly doth these lines Butwhen the ringersring doth make a noise

peruse Straitways shall pay fourpence to make
To read them over do not thou refuse him wise
Therefore who Forfeits makes must be con- Or if that any one o’erturn a bell

tented Six pence then shall he pay and yet scape
Either to Pay or else shall be Exempted well
Whether you know the man his forfeits take Or if that any in ye ropes shall swing
Orif he be a boy yet he shall pay it Hethen two penceshallpay or shall notring
Further if any one shall curse or swear Or if that any of you shall espie
Orin this Holy Place God’s name shall hear Any one saucy in this companie
Heshallpay fourpencewhich if he do grudge Who thinking for to frame himself w&

Then let him suffer for his sacrilege Olaudus—
Or If that any doth himself disgrace Shall pay four pence or else be turned, down
As to make water in this holy place stairs

He shall for any such or like offence

Pay for his misdemeaneur his four pence

Orif that any here that is so young And will not spend it herein aie-or hccre

Thathath not yet thewit to pulf his Tongue Then he shall never touch, a beC-rope here
[There are about four more lines which are illegible.]

Orhethatshallo’erthrowhis bell 1d~~ ~~
If he denies for to pay his half =hiliug~

ST. CLEMENT DANES. (Tablets in the Belfry/

Saint James’s Society. Ou Wednesday, August 1?, LR2:. sight mencers of the
3Society rang in this Steeple a true and complete Pe&l :: -niu--: triples, contain-
ing 5040 changes, in 3 hours and 12 minutes. Performed by—
Thos. Wilkie, Treble. Geo. Smith. Fourth. » Edwd. Lansdell, Sixth.
Thos. Pollit, Second. Thos. Tolladay, Fifth « Wilim. Dunn, Seventh.
Sami. Collins, Third. Wm. Holworthy, Tenor
Conducted by Thee. ToTadaj/
Mr. Thee. Scrivener,)
Sir. J&s. imtonrne, / Ykurchicardffli.

ells for upwards of 25 years.

The first pe
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BELLS AND BELL RINGING,

Payment of Ringers.

Sir — The period of the year must have brought this subject before the
attention of several of your readers. | shall he extremely obliged to any who
will inform me, either by private letter or through your columns, of any plan
which they have found to work satisfactorily. In towns where there is a large
population a Club can he formed for ringing, as for any other pursuit: if
some do not care for it, others will. But if we are to organise and keep to-
gether a band of ringers for each church which possesses bells, then some
acknowledgment of their services is necessary,

I have found this question of payment the most difficult of all questions
connected with the belfry, and I shall he glad to profit by the experience of
others. ' ' YY. YViouur.

Furnequx Pelham, Hunt'mgford.

Great Catwobth, Hunts.—Through the exertions of Mr. Wm. Pashler,
churchwarden, the church bells have been put into thorough repair, after a
long interval of silence. On Saturday last they were rung, much to the de-
light of the inhabitants. The work was entrusted to Mr. John Baton of
Titchmarsh, and there will now be some ringing at all the great festivals of
the Church. H, E. Harris.

Change-Ringing at Stalybridge.

on Saturday, December 23rd, six of the Society of Change-ringers con-
nected with Holy Trinity Church, Castle Hall, Stalybridge, assisted by Thomas
Whitehead of Sacldleworth, and William Harrison of Mottram, occupied the
belfry of the above church, and rang a true and complete peal of Kent Treble
Bob Major, comprising 51ST changes, composed and conducted by Mr. Wil-
liam Harrison, and brought round in 3 hrs. 8 mins. by the following band:
viz. John Lawton, treble; Hugh Shaw, 2nd; William Fawcett, 3rd ; Edmund
Schofield, 4th; Daniel Whiteley, 5th; Thomas Whitehead (first attempt),
Oth; William Harrison, Tth; William Earnshaw, tenor. Weight of tenor,
15 cwt., in the key of F.

New Bells for the Cathedral at Madras.

Letters from Madras of November 29th speak of the arrival, safe and
sound, of a peal of six bells for the Cathedral, from the celebrated White-
chapel Foundry.—E.

Dedication of the Bells of St. Peter’s, Ashton-under-Lyne.

Ox Thursday Evening, the peal of hells which has been presented to
St. Peter's Church by G. Heginbottom. Esq. was dedicated by the Lord
Bishop of the Diocese. There was a very large congregation present, and the
service was full choral. The ordinary evening service was gone through, the
Rev. T. T. Eagar, Rector of Ashton, reading the first lesson, the Yen. Arch-
deacon Anson the second, and the Rev. W. Ogden, the Yicar, and the Rev.
C. J. Bowen, Rector of Denton, the other portions. There were also a num-
ber of other clergymen present. The chants, hymns, and responses, were all
given in excellent style by the choir, which was largely augmented for the
occasion. After the third Collect was sung,—

They arc lifted to the Steeple,
Now our Bells are set oil high,
Let them there fulfil their mission
Midway ’twixt the earth and sky.

As the birds sing early matins
To the God of nature’s praise,
These their far-resounding’ music

To the God of grace shall raise.

And when evening shadows soften
Churchyard-cross, and tower, and aisle,

These shall blend their vesper summons
With the day’s departing smile.

Christian men shall hear at distance,
In their toil orin their rest,
Joying that in one Communion
Of one Church they too are blest.

They that on a sick bed languish,
Full of weariness and pain,

Shall rejoice their names are whispered
In the Church’s prayerful strain.

The following verses, being the inscription on the hells, were sung by the
children as the procession of the bishop, clergy, and churchwardens proceeded
to the bell tower: —

1st.—*‘ My gentle note shall lead the cheerful sound,

Peace to this parish, may good-will abound !”
2nd.— “ Our voices tell when joy or grief betide,

Mourn with the mourner, welcome home the bride.’
3rd.—*‘May all in truth and harmony rejoice,

To honour Church and Queen with heart and voice.’
4th.—* Prosperity attend Old England’s shore!

Let Ashton flourish now, and evermore.*
5th.—*With loving voice | call to church and prayer,

And bid the living for the grave prepare.’
6th.—* For mercies undeserved this peal is raised;

So may Thy Name, 0 God, through Christ, be praised.”
7th.—* Grateful for all and every blessing here,

We look on high in faith, and without fear.

The goodness of our God we do proclaim.

Let priest and people praise His holy Name.’

On the 8th—*This peal of eight bells (tenor, 20 cwt.) was given to SaintPeter’s Church,
Ashton, 1871, by George Heginbottom, Esq. J.P., Mayor of the Borough in the years 1853,
1854, and 1855, to the honour and glory of God.”

Year by year the Bells so softly
O’er the graves shall music pour ;
Where the dust of Saints is garnered
Till the Master comes once more.

Till the day of sheaves in-gathering,
Till the harvest of the earth,

Till the Saints arise in order,
Glorious in their second birth.

Till Jerusalem, beholding
All His glory in the East,
Shall, at the Archangel Trumpet,
Enter in to keep the feast.

They are lifted to the Steeple,
Now our Bells are set on high,
Let them there fulfil their mission
Midway ’twixt the earth and sky.

Honour, glory, virtue, merit,
To the Blessed Three in One,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
While eternal ages run. Amen.

Church Bells.

67

The Bishop read the following Service of Dedication :—a

Our help is in the Name of the Lord,
Who hath made heaven and earth.

Blessed be the Name of the Lord,
From this timefor evermore.

The Lord be with you,
And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, who, by the mouth of Thy servant Moses, didst command to make two
silver trumpets for the convocation of solemn assemblies, be pleased to accept these Bells,
which we dedicate to Thy service; and grant that through this generation, and through
those that arc to come, they may continually call together Thy faithful people to praise
and worship Tliy Holy Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Grant, 0 Lord, that whenever the sound of these Bells is heard, men may remember
and turn unto Thee, as the Author of every blessing, and the Defender of all in adversity.
men.

Grant, 0 Lord, that when these Bells bid to Thy House of Prayer, wc may have willing
hearts to obey Thy call. Amen.

Grant, 0 Lord, that whosoever shall be called by the sound of these Bells to this Thy
Temple, may enter into Thy gates with thanksgiving, and into Thy courts with praise;
and finally may have a portion in the new song, and among the harpers harping with
their harps in Thine house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Amen.

Grant, 0 Lord, that whosoever shall, by reason of sickness or any other adversity, be
so let and hindered that ho cannot come into the House of the Lord, may in heart and
mind thither ascend and have his share in the Communion of Thy Saints. Amen.

Grant, 0 Lord, that those here united in the holy bonds of Matrimony may be re-
minded by these Bells that their vows have been heard in Heaven; and that the festal
chimes may teach us to bless Thee, the Fountain of all joy. Amen.

Grant, 0 Lord, that all they, for whose passing away from this world the Bell shall
sound, may be received into the Paradise of Thine elect, and find grace, light, and ever-
lasting rest, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that Thy blessing may restupon Thy servant, the Yicar of this Parish,
and be pleased to vouchsafe to him Thy strengthening grace, that he may minister in Thy
Church, to the praise and glory of Thy great Name, who livest and reignest ever one God,

world without end. Amen.

After tlie Office was over the procession re-formed, and a merry peal was
rung on the bells. The sermon followed, and his lordship’s text was the
20th and 21st verses of the 14th chapter of Zechariah : “*Tn that day there
shall he upon the hells of the horses, Holiness unto the Lord ; and the pots
in the Lord’s house shall be like the bowls before the altar. Yea, every pot
in Jerusalem and in Judah shall he holiness unto the Lord of hosts : and all
they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and seethe therein: and in
}]hat day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the Lord of

osts.”

After a most admirable Sermon, a collection was made, during which the
following liymn was sung; and the service was brought to a conclusion by
the Bishop pronouncing the Benediction:—

Not idle are the fleeting sounds
WMcli earth-born upward steal,

If that they aid to higher flight
What man to God doth feel.

New voices in our church to-day,
New notes upon the air.

With willing echoes swell the sound
Of Praise and solemn Prayer.

Each bell, in size and tone apart,
Doth its own tale repeat:

And all attuned in order form
One harmony complete.

We, too, in order true would be
Where God would have us stand;

We too, or great- or small, would do
Whate’er He doth command.

Each, with the force to him allowed,
A Herald of His Word :

All, in one voice of blended might,
A peal of sweet- accord.

All glory to the Father be,
All glory to the Son,

All glory to the Holy Ghost,
While endless ages run. Amen.

The old ringers of the parish church afterwards rang 108 changes on the
peal, and were followed by a mixed company, who made 518 changes; and
they again were succeeded by a third mixed company. The names of the
Oldham men wereJoseph Burgess, treble; Samuel Farron, 2nd; James
Wood, 3rd; William Burgess, 4th; John Heaton, 5th: Charles Watkin, Oth ;
Joseph Gillott, Tth ; and Luke Broadbent, tenor. We understand that all
the men expressed the greatest satisfaction with the hells, and declared them
to be an excellent peal, and admirably well hung by Mr. Hooper of Wood-
buryCi Devon. The bells were cast by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank,
London.

Ringing Books W anted.

The Editor is authorised to offer a good price for a perfect copy of either
of the following early books on Change-Ringing *—Tintinnalogia, or the
Art of Ringing, by a Lover of the Art. London for Fabian Stedman, 1668.
It was registered at Stationers’Hall, Feb. 8, 1667, by Fabyan Stedman. So
there can he no doubt about the author. This is the book so highly spoken
of by Dr. Burney in his History of Music, vol. iii. 413. It is the earliest book
yet known on the art; it is dedicated to the Society of College Youths, and
contains the original peal of Grandsire Bob by R. R. The author (who calls
himself Campanista) says that ‘fifty or sixt}* years lastpast, changes w~re not
known, or thought possible to be rang.” And that ‘Walking changes, and
whole-pull changes, were altogether practised in former times ‘Inz of late,
a more quick and ready way is practised, called “ half-pulls ": so mac maw, in
London, it is acommon thing to ring 720 triples and doubles, and Gnadsize
Bob in half an hour.” This account is the more interesting, as h entries us
back to the beginning of change-ringing as now praedsed.

Tintinnalogia; or, the Art of Ringing. line. London. 1 71. In ibis
edition, the name of Fabian Stedman at the foot of il
hut it is worded thus: ‘Printed for F. S.. and are to be set! I b Archer,

at his shop under the Dyal of S. Dunstan's Church in Fleet street, 1671."

Letters Received.— G. Dillon: ; A Ringer, who has omined to send his
name to the Editor.
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BELLS AND BELL RINGING.

The Bishop of Manchester on Bells.

We give our readers the Sermon of the Bishop of Manchester at the
dedication of the bells at Ashton-under-Lyne, to which we alluded in our
last, as reported in the local Standard. It was delivered extemporaneously
to an overflowing congregation of some 2000 persons.

‘In that day there shall be ujDon the bells of the horses Holiness unto
the Lord; and the pots in the Lords house shall be like the bowls before
the altar. Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto
the Lord of Hosts; and all they that sacrifice shall come and take of them,
and seethe therein; and in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite
in the house of the Lord of Hosts.—The bells were to remind people that
God was the author of every blessing, and when they were bid to His house,
all should obey the call. Even those who could not attend when they heard
the bells might lift up their hearts and minds and take part in God’ praises.
He would gather up all their uses in one great truth, that the bells ringing
forth from the tower ought to remind all Christian people of the manifold-
ness of the grace and ldndness of Almighty God. In health and sickness,
in joy and sorrow, on holy days and on working days, He is our God, not
only spying out our deeds, but blessing and sanctifying all our ways. Of
course the church bells pealing from the tower were but external symbols,
and externals could never be more than helps towards God, never be sub-
stitutes for internal holiness. There might be, and certainly the present
was not the time to forget the ‘'warning, a superstitious use of external helps;
they might so surround religion by forms and ceremonial acts, that they
would stifle and cumber the life of it. They did not wish the church bells
to pander to any superstition ; they wished to recognise in those bells so
munificently given by an old inhabitant of the parish a ground of thankful-
ness to God. He would be a very foolish man who would say that religion
could exist without forms, and he would be an equally foolish one who should
throw the whole weight of his religion into forms. There was the letter of
religion, but the more important matter was its spirit, and those bells could
do no more than rouse in the heart the thought that all our ways are in the
hands of the Lord, and that of all our actions we shall have to give an
account. Each of the bells had an inscription 'written upon it, and in
each case it seemed to be suitable. They told them how they rung out
the cheerful sound of peace to the parish and all its inhabitants; their voices
told of joy and of grief, and whilst they mourned with the mourner, they
welcomed the bride. They bid us all honour the Church and Queen with
heart and voice. They prayed for blessings upon England, and ‘Let Ashton
flourish, now and evermore.” They called all to church to pray, and bade the
living remember that the grave might not be very far distant from them.
They were raised to thank God for mercies undeserved, and call upon all to
praise His Holy Name. To apply briefly the language of the text:—The
Prophet Zeehaiiah was proclaiming the advent of what he called the Day of
the Lord. That meant, he (his Lordship) supposed, the present day, the day
of the setting up the kingdom of the Lord Jesus, when all Jewish rites
should have passed away, and all things should have become new. He went
back in thought to the time when Moses, inspired by God, appointed the
ceremonial law to the Jews ; and if they would turn to the 36th verse of the*
28th chapter of Exodus, they would find amongst other things which Moses
was commanded to have made was a mitre for the high priest, and that on it
there was to be a gold plate, which was to be engraved with the words, ‘Holi-
ness to the Lord.” They all knew that the people were not admitted into
the precincts of the Temple, and-when the Angel appeared to Zacharias in
the Temple announcing the coming birth of his son John, the peox>le were
all standing without. The xuiesthood under the law of Moses was an ex-
clusive caste, and they ministered for the people rather than to the people;
but Christ ministered for all. And though there were still bishops, priests,
and deacons, set apart for ministering in the Church of Christ, it was no
longer exclusive; they bade their people enter into the precincts of the
Sanctuary, and join their voices to those of the priests, and take their part in
the service of prayer and praise, which is rendered not for them but with
them, to the Lord. The priests were their servants, and ministered for
Jesus’sake : and there was an important lesson for them to be drawn from
that. There had been a time when people thought that the righteousness of
the priests was of a different kind from that of themselves. But now that
Chnst had made all kings and priests unto His Father, He expected them,
as much as He expected the priests, to be holy. There was not one standard
of living for bishops and another for the manufacturers, not one for the
vicar and another for the tradesmen in their shops. They must not say,
‘Oh, he’s a parson, and is bound to be religious,” for they themselves were
just as much bound as the parson was. They must not think that ‘Holiness
to the Lord’ was to be written only on the mitre of the Bishop, it must be
written everywhere—even on the very bells of the horses, That lesson had
to be learned now-a-days. Beligion wasnot a thing to be put on on Sundays,
and taken out when the best clothes were, with the remark that unless haste
were made they would be late at church, and the parson would have begun
the service. On Sundays all Christian people looked decent and respectable,
but religion ought to follow them out into their every-day lives. Not only
was the clergyman bound to have 4Holiness to the Lord’wFitten on him, but
so was the clerk (ifthere was one), and the apparitor, and the choir, and the
singers; and they were all of them bound to take, more or less, their part in
the matter. It was not only the bowls on the altar that were to be of pure
gold, but the pots also—they in their daily homes, for that was what the
prophet meant by the pots in Judah and Jerusalem. It was nota Sunday
religion merely that they wanted, but one which penetrated into their daily
intercourse and into their businesses. Zecliariah, who lived some 100 years
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before the coming of Christ, was yearning for the day when worship and re-
ligion should be real things, and not merely externals. Not only should the
priest bear the outside appearance of righteousness, but every one who
entered the house of God should be penetrated by the Spirit of the love of
the Lord. Holiness to the Lord must be written upon one and all—it must
X>ermeate alike rich and poor, young and old ; the whole lumx> must be
leavened with it, not a part only, but the whole. The whole parish, and all
the school, for every pot in Judah and in Jerusalem must be golden. Let
them take heed that they were not vessels of earth, or wood, as those were
not the vessels in which the Spirit of God dwelt, and if they were not
vessels of gold, at least they should be vessels of silver, for nothing meaner
should be found in the house of God. Gold being the most precious metal,
was used in the house of God, but the most precious thing that could be
there was a soul in winch was written 4Holiness to the Lord.” The fourth
stanza of the hymn which they had sung after the third collect said,—
“Christian men shall hear at distance,
In their toil or in their rest,
Joying that in one Communion
Of one Church they too are blest.

He recollected that Izaak Walton, in his beautiful Life of Georye Herbert,
said that when he was the rector of Bemerton—a quiet little village wliich
he (the Bishop) knew very well, about two miles from the city of Salisbury
«—he used to have daily morning prayers in his church, and sometimes when
lie had no congregation he would toll the bell himself to let his parishioners
know that he was there praying for them. And Walton went on to say that
mnhen the Wiltshire ploughmen heard their priest’s bell, they would pause
for amoment and offer up a simple prayer to go up with bis, as he was in-
terceding for them. He did not know that they could be too often reminded
of the nearness of Almighty God to us, and of what we owed to Him. There
was nothing in the service which had just been gone through at all of a
superstitious character, and w'hen they heard those bells ringing they might
be reminded what they were xdaced in the tower for. They were put there
to remind them of our nearness to the Almighty, and when they heard them
ringing let that one thought lodge itself in their hearts. In the hurry, hurly-
burly, and bustle of the wbrld, they sometimes almost forgot the thought of
God, and they found it hard perhaps to set apart one day out of the seven
for His service. It would be something, even if it were but little, if every
time they heard the bells ringing they would think what they were ringing
for. It might be that it would tell them of some soul who they knew had
passed away, and he thought that the church bells brought home to every
thoughtful heart a sense, such as hardly anything else could bring home to
them, of their several individual duties. He remembered well, how, in the
little parish where he was before he came to this great diocese, the church
being near to his parsonage, he sometimes heard the bell before he was up
in the morning, ringing and telling him that some one with whom he had
perhaps been praying during the night, or into whose mouth he had put the
Holy Sacrament, was gone into eternity, and would take no more partin our
earthly life. He had said at the beginning that they were all priests, and
that upon every one of them should be written that inscription ‘Holiness to
the Lord ;” it was their sacrifice which they had to offer, lifting up their holy
hands. But all their hands were not holy, for holiness of the hands de-
pended on the holiness of the heart. There was no use thronging about
God* altar if the hands were full of covetousness, or full of ill gotten gains,
or drunkenness. Let them read over the first chapter of Isaiah, and they
could see what value God set upon gifts offered with unholy hands. The
Lord would not accept from Christians any more than from Jews x>olluted
gifts ; He would not have niggardly offerings, but most costly, and that was
a pure heart. It was well to lift those bells up into the tower, it was well
to beautify their church as they had just done when he was there before, it
was well, too, to*decorate their church as they did this Christmas time ; bur,
after all, those were only external things, and though it was well to worship
God in the beauty of external holiness, it was better a thousand times to
worship Him in the beauty of internal holiness.

New-Year’s Eve in a Scotch Belfry.

Sir,—I think those of your readers who have expressed or felt anxiety
about the state of some belfries and bell-ringers in England may be encouraged
by a short account of what we did this New-Year’s tide. Our six bells were
only ox>ened in the spring; but at once a band of ringers was formed more
than sufficient to form two sets, each taking its turn. Our first annual meet-
ing was on St. John’s Day (our Patron Saint;; that passed off very satisfactorily.
At half-past eleven on Sunday night one set rang a muffled x>eal, much to the
delight, and we may hope to the edification, of a imputation who, for the first
time in their lives, were thus reminded of the Xassing away of an old year.
All the ringers then attended Divine Service; the first service in the new
year was the Holy Communion. Out of our fourteen ringers, thirteen came
ivp in a body to the Lord’ Table, the fourteenth being a lad not yet confirmed,
but who was at church. After the service the other set rang in the Ne” Terr
in right good style. | hope that other similar cases will be reported to y:n.
that my brethren in the ministry may be more and more led to see satis-
faction and benefit they may secure by taking aninterest in their rlrrr~- _r_
showing them the hallowing as well as the interesting nature ::_j_-ir m.

St. John's Churchy Alloa, N.B. AAW. n-trxr-

Change-ringing at Weston next Ea:

On Tuesday, December 26, 1871, the ringers :: "“es

rang a complete peal of 720 changes, Granisire Urn::

Clement Perry, treble; W. Matravers, 2nd; XL Osn-ts. :
4th; J. Perry, 5th; J. Cox, 6th. Conductor. EL 3sa-m.

To Correspondents.—Received ;1. B.Try: Lot he has omitted to send
his name and address: therefore hi- letter -:anr_:t  rear t il he Jets.
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BELLS AND BELL RINGING.

W hat Befel the Parson in Staffordshire who Visited his Belfry.

In our issue of Nov. 18 last, we published the result of the Rev. C. W.
Pond's visit to his belfry, in consequence of the repeated cry raised in our
columns for the parson’s presence. We have just been favoured with the
following very gratifying account of belfry doings on the 21st ult., and on the
eve of the New Year, at St. John’s, Hanley, in Stolonupon-Trent.

We wish we could lay it before every parson in tbe kingdom, especially
those who are careless about their ringers, and regardless of the moral state
of their belfries, and who smile at our humble attempt to elevate the ringer’s
position in the social scale, and think our ‘Bell” columns might be filled with
more profitable matter.

On the 21st of December the Ringers invited the Rev. Mr. Bond, his
assistant, the churchwardens, and one or two of the congregation, to a supper,
after which one of them, in the name of himself and his brother-ringers,
presented him with a very beautifully painted and gilt china cup, with the
following inscription on .itt— ‘A Present to the Rev. 0. W. Bond, 51.A,, In-
cumbent of St. John’s Church, Hanley. Christmas, 1871.” And round the
rim at the foot—*Presented by the Ringers as a token of respect.’

One after another the rest of the Ringers expressed the great gratification
it was to them that they were at length noticed by their clergyman, and the
pleasure they had felt in subscribing towards this gift. In his letter to us,
Mr. Bond s a y s 11 was wholly unprepared for any such proof of the great
good-will already entertained towards me personally by those whom 1 was
conscious | had neglected far too long. | told them my feelings of surprise
and delight, and spoke to the men as earnestly and plainly as | could of the
high dignity of their work as set apart to summon God’s people to God’
house, and entreated them to avail themselves of the privilege of worshipping
there regularly.”

On New Year’s Eve, the Ringers assisted greatly at a midnight service,
which took place at 10.30, followed by a sermon, which lasted till 11.45.
Then silence was kept in the church, and the, hells, which had been raised
before the service, were lowered while the congregation were on their knees.
The tones of their dying away with the dying year heightened greatly the
solemnity of the time, and affected many in the large congregation even to
tears.

When the clock had struck twelve, and the new year had come in, the
bells rang out merrily for a few minutes, during which time the thank-
offerings of the congregation were collected and presented. Afterwards, the
Te De.um was sung, and the congregation dismissed with the Blessing.

May we not thank God and take courage ?

Change-ringing at Appleton, Berks.

Ox Tuesday, December 20, seven members of the Appleton Society of
Change-ringers, with the assistance of Mr. William Newell, of Reading,
occupied the belfry of the parish church, and rang a true and complete
peal of Grandsire Triples, comprising 5040 changes. The bells were well
struck and brought round in 2 hrs. 57 niins. by Alfred White, treble; Henry
White, 2nd ; Noble White, 3rd ; Benjamin Barrett, 4th ; Henry Woodwards,
5tli; Frederick White, 6th; William Newell, 7th; William Robins, tenor.
The above peal contained 154 bobs and 86 singles, composed and conducted
by Frederick White.

Ringing at St. Peter’s, Ashton-under-Lyne.

on Saturday, the 30tli ult., the following band of ringers occupied the
belfry, and treated the inhabitants with the music of the new peal of bells by
ringing touches of Grandsire Triples—viz. from Haleybridge, 500; Hyde, 500 ;
Manchester, 500; Oldham, 500; Rochdale, 500; Leesfield, 800. In con-
clusion, the ringers of Ashton-under-lyne rang a touch of 1000 Kent Treble
Bob Major.

Change-Ringing at All Saints’ Church, Nottingham.

The ringers of the ahove church assembled on New Year’s Eve, and rang
a touch of 1200 changes, in Stedman’s intricate method. The peal was
selected from C. Troyte, Esq.’s valuable work on the art of Change-ringing.
It was the first ever rung in Nottingham in that method. The following
were the ringers:—Messrs. J. Webberley, treble; 11 Beeson, 2nd; R.
Metheringham, 3rd; W. Forole, 4th; W. Langley, 5th; S. G. Henson, Oth;
Middleton, 7th; Mackintosh, tenor. Conducted by Mr. Middleton. Weight
of tenor, 17-J cwt. in E. The bells were brought round in good style in
40 minutes.

Change-Ringing at Eccles.

on the afternoon of Christmas Day eight members of St. John’s Society
of Chango-ringers, Deansgate, Manchester, proceeded, by special invitation,
to the parish church of Eccles, and rang a true and nicely-struck peal of
Grandsire Triples (5040 changes; in 2 brs. 59 niins., being Holt’s Ten-
part Peal, which was conducted by Mr. W. Eoyle. The men were placed as
follows:—J. M. Thorpe, treble; F. Sudlov, 2nd: J. Holgate, 3rd; H. Royle,
4tli; T. B. Idle, 5th; W. P. Routh, 6th; W. Royle. 7th ; J. Moores, tenor.

Muffled Peals in Liverpool.

Sin,—In answer to your request, | append the usual mode of ringing
muffled peals in Liverpool. F. Powell.

For a member of the Royal Family,—hells full muffled, and. rang slow
time in rounds, each day until the funeral. On the day of funeral, slow time,
with the bells set each way; and then two blows with the tenor, set each way ;
and then again rounds, two blows with the tenor, &c. This is continued
until after the funeral, after which changes are rang, of course in quick time,
but with tbe bells only half-capped. In other cases, bells half-capped, and
rang slow time in rounds until after the funeral, then quick time in changes,
leaving the bells still half-capped.

Church Bells. 9i

The Bell Column.

Sir,—As there seems an opinion from some of your readers that the list
of peal-boards in the Bell column takes up too much space, permit me to
say that | think the discontinuance of anything at all connected with the act
of change-ringing would not be approved of by those many ringers who sub-
scribe to the paper. On the contrary, | think that the insertion of copies of
peal-boards is not only very interesting, but likely to retain those who already
take the paper; whileif you cease such insertions you may lose in your issue,
and as a matter of course, in your means of doing good, not only in that
particular item, but generally, for | certainly think that ‘Church Bertis’is
calculated to be of great use in upholding the dear old Church of England.

A Lancashire Ringer.
How they Ring in Spain.

1There are a dozen great bells (in the Gualda at Seville) which send
forth the most discordant and unceasing peals, and the ringing ofthem is a
strange exhibition. They are swung round and round ; the rope is allowed
to coil itself round the stock, or is jerked on the lip of the bell, and the ringer
springs up by stanchions in the wall to get a purchase, and then throws him-
self down ; or he allows himself to be carried by the rope as it swings round
outside. As | entered the gallery, | saw one of the ringers thrown out, as |
imagined, and expected, of course, that he ivas dashed on the pavement
below. 1 saw him the next moment perched on the bell, smiling at my
terror.—Pillars of Hercules, by D. Urquhart, vol. ii. p. 343.

Love for Bells.

1The love of Christian people for bells is ancient, touching, and to be
respected, for it contains its source, derives its origin, in the heart of man,
from the earliest infancy. All Catholic people have loved bells, because they
(the bells) take an active part in family joys and griefs. When, by brilliant
flourishes, they have celebrated the glories and the triumphs of our brothers
admitted to the celestial dwelling, taking more plaintive accents, they implore
the ransom for those buried in the gulfs of oblivion, and one cannot resist
their pathetic eloquence. The warrior wrTio is electrified by the cannon, yet
cherishes this thundering or plaintive voice of the sacred bronze, which sings
his victories, or solicits prayers for those heroes early reaped on the field of
honour. At the sound of the bell, Napoleon inclined bis noble forehead and
fell into a profound reverie. Besides, who would not be touched with a
philosophical emotion on listening to this plaintive roaring of the bells, which
have discoursed to the world by turns of public and private events ?—
Translation from an old French writer.

BELFRY RECORDS.

ST. CLEMENT DANES. (Tablets in the Belfry.)
(Continued.)

50. Ox Tuesday, Deer. 17th, 1829, was rung in this Steeple, by the Society of College
Youths, a Triple Teal of 5120 changes of Oxford Treble Bob, in 3hoursand 32 minutes, being
upwards of -l0years since a Peal was rung in this method. The performers were—

James Stickbury, Treble.  j Daniel Beakiey, Fourth. [ William Bull, Sixth.
Wi illiam Dunn, 'Second. J John Newbury, Fijth. Prancis Mathew, Seventh.
James Stratford, Third. i 1 Samuel Thurston, Tenor.
Conducted by Sami. Thurston.
Mr. Thomas _Scrivener,
Mr. John Milbonrae,
William Pitch, Sexton.

51. St. James’s Society. On Tuesday, March. 1st, 1836, the parochial ringers of Saint
Clements Danes rung a Peal of Grandsire Triples, 5040 changes, in 3 hours and 10 minutes
by the following persons—

G. Stockham, Treble.
Chas. Clay, Second.
J. Rogers, Third.

I 0. Randall, Fourth.
| C. Goozee, Fifth.

R. Turner, Sixth.

T. Tolladay, Seventh.
| | J. Pairbairn, Tenor.

Conducted by Mr. Thomas Tolladay.

Mr! W 5BeUamy,” } Churchwardens.

52. St.James’s Society. On Monday, April 1st, 1840, eight members of the above
Society rung in this Steeple a true and complete Peal of Oxford Treble Bob Major, con-
sisting of 5280 changes, in 3 hours and 34 minutes. The performers were—

W. H. Bnrvvash, Treble. | C. Goozee, Fourth. W. Lobb, Sixth.
T. Britten, Second. G. Stockham, Fifth. C. Wilson, Seventh.
J. Fairbairne, Third. | A. G. Prost, Tenor.
The Peal was conducted by W. H. Burwash.

MI-! T?Boulton,} Churchwardens.

53. St. James’s Society. On Monday, Jany. 3rd, 1844, was rang a complete Muffled
Peal of Grandsire Triples, consisting of 5040 changes, in memory of Mr. T. Tolladay, who
died October 18th, 1843. The Peal was performed in 3 hours and 10 minutes by—

J. Rogers, Treble. | C. Wilson, Fourth. I P. Symondson, Sixth.
C. Clay, Second. I T. Burton, Fifth. | R. Haworth, Seventh.
G. Stockham, Third. 1 | A. G. Prost, Tenor.
Conducted by G. Stockham.

MF: @ B oods: | ERWEINAIIRIR.
Being the first time of ringing the bells since the new frame was fixed and
the recasting of the third bell.

54. St.James’s Society. On Easter Monday, March 24th, 1845, ten membersofthe above
Society rung in this Steeple a true and complete Peal of Grandsire Caters. Knrisrkir ::
5039 changes, in 3 hours and 30 minutes. The performers were—

J. Pratt, Treble. G. Stockham, Fifth. W. Dunn. + p.
C. Clay, Second. J. Pairbairn, Sixth. R. Haworth-_%»
J. Rogers, Third. J. Crane, Seventh. A. G. Freer.
T. Burton, Fourth.
Conducted by G. Stockham.
Mr. William GIf.
Mr. William WTV -a-
N.B. This being the first Peal onthe tea ttfr.

Received—James Whitmore; J. Hem: S. Slater P.I
berley; W. Newell; John Warren : Aldboorne Cbnrehwarlen ; B-
J. AY. Freeman ; ‘Somersetshire Yk-aiy ha~ n.i sen: us his name.

No communications can be returned.

. Web-
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BELLS AND BELL RINGING.

Ringers’ Thanks for *Church Bells.’

Sir,—As *Church Beij.s” isjust entering on its seccmd year of publica-
tion ; having, | hope, gained a circulation that has exceeded the expectations
of those that were the authors of its existence; I, who am a ringer, doubt
not but that | shall be backed up by the ringing fraternity in thanking those
gentlemen for the great interest they have taken in their endeavours to pro-
mote the noble sennee of Change-ringing during the past year, and am pleased
to see that their efforts have been crowned with success, as appears from the
several letters that have appeared in its columns, from gentlemen that having
seen and read the correspondence that passed between ringers and others,
and saw the trouble those gentlemen had taken that wrote the many use-
ful weekly chapters on that beautiful science, came to the conclusion that
there must be something in it more than merely pulling a rope, and that the
science merited very much more regard than had been before accorded it.
Foremost of those that are deserving of our thanks, is the worthy Editor of
the Bell-ringing column, for the very great pains and trouble he must have
had in managing it; and to the Rev. Woolmore Wigram for the great trouble
he must have taken in writing so many useful chapters on the science; and
to that lover of the art, C. W. Troyte, Esq. for the book that he is the author
of, and for his useful correspondence on behalf of ringing on Sunday after-
noons. | am sure in country villages where there arc not, perhaps, more than
two or three houses near the church, the others, perhaps, at the distance of a
mile or more, it must he much better to ring than chime for service, so that
the people at a distance might hear the beautiful sound of the bells rolling
and filling the air with their sound, and waking all creation up to feel that it
is the Sabbath Day : it certainly must be much better so to do, than that the
people should only hear their summons to prayer when the windis in the
right quarter, and very calm. | know this to he the case in several villages,
hut in towns it is not so much required.

Sir, | trust that some one may he found to write some more chapters on
the science during the present year, that it may he kept fresh in the minds
of the uninitiated; that many, during the coming year, will not only show
more regard for ringing, hut will also learn to ring themselves.

T am expressing a wish of several subscribers when | state that in
alluding to the different Cathedrals and Churches in the frontispiece en-
graving, your correspondents would give the number and weight of the hells
in the tower ; and the same may be said of Church Restoration;it will please
hundreds of ringers (subscribers), and will be read by those tliat are not.

Sir, 1 wish you increased circulation, and would suggest that those that
are now subscribers would all try to get another to subscribe.

Sax!mgham, Norwich.

Another Plea for Belfry Boards from Norfolk.

Sir,—I hope you wont discontinue the printing of all the old Belfry
Boards you can get. Myself and others are very fond of seeing them pub-
lislied; they are a great encouragement to ringers, and we wish your corre-
spondents would send you accounts of all peals, to be published in “Church
Bells.’ J. Hern, Change-Ringer.

Saxlingham.

J.Hern.

Change-ringing at Aston.

On the 15th instant, the following persons, members of the St. Martin’s
Society, Birmingham, rang on’the bells in the parish church, Aston, a peal
of Stedman Triples, 5040 changes, in 3 hrs. 15 mins. The company being
placed thus-W . Roberts, treble; H. Avery, 2nd; H. Johnson, sen., 3rd;
J. Spencer, 4th; H. Bastable. 5th; J. Perks, Oth; H. Johnson, jun., 7th;
J. Buffery, tenor. The above peal was ably conducted by Mr. J. Perks.

TOUCHES OF 1872

Change-ringing at Redenhall.

On the evening of the 30th ult., the Redenliall Society of Change-ringers,
accompanied by Mr. George Miles of Wenhaston, rang a touch of 1872
changes of Bob Major (being the date of the New Year) in 1 hour and
10 minutes.  The touch was composed and conducted by Mr. Benjamin
Smith, and rung by the following band:—Treble, B. Smith; 2nd, John
Soutar; 3rd, IV. Sheldrake; 4th, James Soutar ; 5th, Edward Borrett; Oth,
George Miles; 7th, Elijah Harper ; tenor, Captain Moore.

Change-ringing at Kenninghall.

On Monday se’nnight, the company of ringers of the above place ascended
the tower of St. Mary’, and rang a touch of Boh Major, containing 1872
changes, in 1 hour and 8 minifies. The men were stationed as follows:—
Treble, W. Oxer, senior; 2nd, T. Oxer; 3rd, G. Edwards; 4th. T. Woods;
5th, R. Hutton ; Gth, R. Stackwood ; 7th, W. Oxer, junior ; tenor, T. Mordey.
The peal was composed by Mr. H. Hubbard, one of the Norwich scholars,
and conducted by T. Mordey.

Change-ringing at Diss.

Ringers’Anniversary.—The ringers of this town celebrated the anniver-
sary of the opening of the noble peal of bells in the church tower on Satur-
day week—OId Christmas Day. The ringing during the day consisted of
touches of Oxford Treble Bob Major, Grandsire Triples, and Bob Major.
In the latter method a touch, the date of the present year, composed by Mr.
H. Hubbard, sen., late of Norwich, ivas very creditably rung by the following
persons —Treble, William Scales ; 2nd, Robert Nudds, Banham; 3rd, Henry
Bond; 4th, John Hardy; 5th, Charles Rudd, Dickleburgh; Cth, Joel Hern,
Diekleburgh; 7th, George Day, Eye; tenor and conductor, James Rudd.
Weight 24 cwt, key of D. The time of performance was 1 hour and 16
minutes.

Church Bells.

Change-ringing at Stalybridge.

on Tuesday, the IOtli inst. the Society of Change-ringers connected with
Holy Trinity Church, Castle Hall, Statybridge, entered the tower of the above
place, and succeeded in ringing a true and complete peal of Kent Treble Bob
Majors, consisting of 1872 changes, to commemorate the present year of our
Lord, which was composed and conducted hv Mr. Robert Williams, and
brought round in 1 hr. 9 mins. by the following persons, viz. John Lawton,
treble ; Hugh Shaw, 2nd ; John Bramball, 3rd; Edmund Schofield, 4th ;
Joseph Rose, 5th; Daniel Wiliiteley, 6th; Robert Williams, 7tli; William
Eamshaw, tenor. Weight of tenor, 15 cwt.

Change-ringing at St. Mary’s Church, Nottingham.

On Tuesday evening, the 16th inst. the Society of Sherwood Youths
occupied the belfry of St. Mary’, and rang a peal of Grandsire Caters, con-
sisting of 1872 changes, being tlie year of our Lord, in 1 hr. 15 mins. Names
as follow :—A. Smith, treble ; W. Towlson, 2nd ; J. Brittan, 3rd ; G.Johnson,
4tli; T. Cooke, 5th; G. Ashworth, 6th; W. Widdowton, 7th; R. Gee, 8th;
W. Lee, 9th; J. Elliott, tenor. Conducted by W. Widdowton. Weight, 36 cwt.

IBELFHY EECOEDS.

ST. CLEMENT DANES. (Tablets in the Belfry.)
(Continued.)

55. The College Youths, Oh Wednesday, May 14th, 1845, a true Peal of Steelmail
Caters, consisting of 6485 changes, was rung in 4 hours and 25 minutes. This was the first
Peal in that intricate method ever rung upon these bells. Tlie performers were—

J. Cox, Treble. G. Stockham, Fifth. E. Lansdcl], Eighth.
A. Antill, Second. R. Haworth, Sixth. W. Rico, Ninth.
G. Monday, Third, J. Bradley, Seventh. J. Furrier, Tcncr.
J. Mash, Fourth.
Composed and conducted by John Cox.

Established 1637.

56. The College Youths. Thisisto commemorate the first Peal of Kent Treble Bob
Royal, compriseiug 5000 changes, which was rung iu this Steeple on Wednesday, December
15th, 1847, in 3 hours and 25 minutes. The performers were—

J. Mash, Treble. G. Stockham, Fifth.
W. Cooter, Second. R. Jameson, Sixth.
G. Monday, Third. J. Bradley, Seventh.
J. Cox, Fourth.

H. Littlecliild, Eighth.
E. Lansdell, Ninth.
R. Haworth, Tenor-

Composed and conducted by George Meudav.
Mr. J. T. Woodward,) «,» 7 7 .
Mr. W. II. Younger. \ Chl" cMai dc,IB*

57. St.James’s Society. On Monday, April 5th, 1852, the following members rung a
true and complete Peal of Grandsire Caters, consisting of 7127 changes, which was accom-
plished in 4 hours and 41 minutes, being the greatest number of changes ever rung on these
bells. Performed by—

J. Robinson, Treble.
J. Rogers, Second'.

G. Stockham, Third.
F. Marshall, Fourth.

j J. McGill, Fifth.
; J. Pratt, Sixth.
! H.Day, Seventh.

J. Crane, Eighth.
R. Haworth, Ninth.
C. Medlow, Tenor.

i
Conducted bv Geo. Stockham.

Samuel Henry Twyning,*
Eiiner Smith Judkins.
George Tyler,

Thomas Sanders,

v Overseers

On brass plate : Fitch, 35 Carey St.

58. The following is engraved on a tablet of plaster, or cement. At the top, in the
centre, a female figure dressed in a red gown, reclining on a bell, and supporting her head
on her left hand, in her right holding a book, which rests on her knee

College Youths. Oh Mouday, May lltli, 1853, the undermentioned persons rang on
these bells a Peal of Grandsire Caters, eompriseing 5112 changes, in 3 hours and 32 minutes,
by-

S. Sessions, Treble.
T. Pearce, Second.
R. Jameson, Third.
M. A. Wood, Fourth.

W. Lobb, Fifth.
G. Stockham, Sixth.
J. Dwight, Seventh.

J. Rushten, Eighth.
G. E. Ferris, Ninth.
J. Beezley, Tenor.

Conducted by G. Stockham.

Mr. W. Wffletter, } 0,l»«**»*«»e,
This tablet was erected and executed by S. Sessions.
59. College Youths. On Wednesday, March 23rd, 1859, was rung a Fcal of Stcdman
Caters, compriseing 5001 changes, in 3 hours and 27 minutes, by-
W. Green, Treble. G. Menday, Fifth. E. Lansdcll, Eictftth.
R. Jameson, Second. T. Denton, Sixth. J. Dwight, Ninth.
G. Stockham, Third. M. Wood, Seventh. J. Horton, Tenor.
G. Muskett, Fourth.
Conducted by W. Green.

Mr! Sari™Yarlow, } Glmrclmardens.

[+ Somebody’ asks about bells rung at strange hours of the day,and called
by strange names. They are all lingering relics of the Akgei.os or A\e hei .
which, prior to the Reformation, was rung in every parish morning, note, an 1
evening, ivben practicable, in ineraory of our Saviour becoming man for r.s
and for our salvation ; and ofthe ‘morrow ’ mass bell. Tlie people bad be*n
so long accustomed to their sound, and they became so useful for social pur-
poses, that they were in many places continued after tlie Reformation, when
they were silenced, and given new names which would not savour of their
ancient religious meaning. The early single L”s on Sunday mornings are
to he accounted for in the same way. But we mustnot go into archeology—
which we never intended, not wishing to infringe on the pages of our friend
and contemporary, Notes and Queries.—Er-.j

N ote—It is not intended at present to open cur columns to the Arche-
otogy 0f Church Bells, but we shall be thankful for full particulars of all new
peals, also for the History and Rules of any Societies of Ringers.—Ed

Received,—Bilton Church, Guildford. *A ery Small Bell.”
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BELLS AND BELL RINGING.

A Word for ‘Church Bells’ and the Bells of the Church.

Sir,—I should be concerned to find that the space devoted to bells should
be shortened. | sincerely hope this will not be done. A page is indeed not
enough to include their history, legends, archaeology, inscriptions, and
ringing. Short accounts of the modern bell-ringing societies and ancient
guilds would also be very interesting. Now that bells and their ringers are
beginning to receive the attention they deserve, a paper like ‘Church Bert1s’
must have a very good effect in directing the movement. Bells are the only
gospel preachers many hear, and these some would be glad to silence,
shutting their ears to the sweet sound of the Church bells, and rest con-
tented that no message had been delivered to them. The justification of the
Church will be that the gospel has indeed been preached to them also through
the brazen throats and iron tongues of the bells; they who needed * words
from iron tongues to reach their stony hearts.’ W. H. P.

Belgian Carillons.

Sir,—My attention has been directed to a letter published in your journal
of the 23rd of December, in which the writer says that | have committed
some ‘palpable mistakes * in my description of the Antwerp carillon. | men-
tioned that the carillon, or chimes, were composed of ninety-nine bells of all
sizes. | spoke of this number on the authority of my friend, W. H. J. Weale,
the eminent Belgian archaeologist; but wishing to have exact statistics on
this matter I communicated with my Antwerp friends, and | now send you an
English translation of a letter from the Carillonneur of Antwerp Cathedral:—

“In the tower of Hotre Dame at Antwerp there are two carillons : the one is composed
of 43 bells and the other of 40. This makes 83 in all. Each set of chimes can be played
hy the hand, that is to say, with the two hands and feet; so that accords, or harmonies of
four and six notes, can be played on them. All sorts of mnsieal compositions can be played
on them; amongst others, the sonatas of Mozart; and dementi. There is but one carillon
which has a tambour, or mechanism, which sets the carillon in motion every seven minutes
and a half. The air which is played before the hour strikes lasts four mimites and a half.
The carillon which is connected with the mechanism is played on by hammers, on the
exterior of the bells; they are in iron: but the hand (or manual) carillon is struck by the
clappers hanging inside tho bells. The bells for the services of the church are not in con-
nexion with the carillon, with the exception of the sonnerie, or striking bells for the hours
and the half-hours. Jos. Callaebts, GanUonneur oftlie City of Antwerp.’

I trust that this letter will satisfy the scruples of my critic and interest
your readers. | hope to see the use of chimes, or carillons, much extended
in this country. Accustomed as | have been for years to the merry sounds
of our Flemish bells, I cannot bnt feel the chilling contrast when | hear the
bells of the London churches ring out the hours. | have rather a fancy for
listening to sounds of bells, and of feeling a sort of instinctive idiosyncraey in
allthat I hear. Now, lately | have heard many bells ringing in the City, and,
with few exceptions, they all have a sound of 1sharpness ’ and business-like
lbrassiness ' about them. Some have got an impatient, hurried tone about
them, far different from the deep mellow-voiced sounds of the ancient hells of
our cities. Others give forth a husky sound. Church chimes give pleasure
to the people, as they are a sort of huge aerial concert. They afford music
for the million, and they rejoice the heart of the poor and needy. They
herald forth great feast-days and national joy, and no piano strumming in
drawing-rooms, or concerts in halls, will ever afford such wide-spread satis-
faction as a grand old harmony played on the mighty chimes of a city.

| trust to be able to communicate to you some further details concerning
our Belgian bells. Michaetl J. C. Buckley.

53 New Bond Street, London. W.

Question about the London Society of College Youths.

win1 any one tell me where, and who to apply to, to become a member of
the Collge Youths ? What is the cost of initiation ? Is there an annual sub-
scription to pay ? Will some one please state all particulars ? and oblige

J. E. H., a Cliange-JRinger in Norfolk.
Change-ringing at Milnrow.

On Tuesday, Jan. 9, a band of ringers occupied the tower of St. James’s
Church, Milnrow, and rung Mr. J. Holt’s ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples,
consisting of 5040 changes, which was truly brought round in 2 hours and
51 minutes. The ringers were stationed-as follows —Treble, C. Hurst, Miln-
row ; 2nd, Walter Sutcliffe, Milnrow; 3rd, Thomas Bamford, Rochdale; 4th,
Albert Hurst, Milnrow; 5th, William Butterworth, Rochdale; Oth, Thomas
Platt, Milnrow; 7th, Joseph Butterworth, Rochdale; tenor, Thomas Milligan,
Milnrow. Weight of tenor, 20 ewt. The peal was conducted by Mr. Joseph
Butterworth. He had the pleasure of ringing a peal with five of the above
lingers who have been his pupils. The performance reflected great credit on
Mr. Butterworth for his perseverance and skill in teaching them the art of
change-ringing in two years. This was the first peal that Messrs. C. Hurst,
W. Sutcliffe, and T. Milligan had rung, and it was also forty years since
Mr. Bamford rang his first peal at the Rochdale parish church.

Change-ringing at Leesfield.

On Saturday, Jan. 20, a hand of ringers occupied the belfry of St. Thomas's
Church, Leesfield, and rang Mr. Holt's ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples,
consisting of 5040 changes, which was brought round in 2 hours 50 minutes.
The ringers were as follows .—Treble, Joseph Burgess, Lees; 2nd, John
Jackson, Lees; 3rd, Joseph Wardle, Lees; 4th, Albeit Hurst, Milnrow; 5th,
William Ashworth, Lees ; 0th, Thomas Platt, Milnrow; 7th, John Ashworth,
Lees; tenor, Edmund Fitton, Heywood. Weight oftenor, 14 cwt. The peal
was conducted by Mr. W. Ashworth.

Gift of New Bells.

In the course of the last year anew peal of six hells, from the foundry of
Mr. Janies "Harwell of Birmingham, was presented to the church of North
Lydbury, Salop, by the Earl of Powis and John Bright, Esq. [We are sorry
not to have published this before; hut we have only just heard of it. We
repeat our request that we may be supplied by founders or others of all such
bell matters as early as possible.—Ed.]

Church Bells.

Change-ringing at Northwold, Norfolk.

on Thursday, January 18, great rejoicing took place at Northwold, on the
occasion of the augmentation of the peal (from six to eight), which was
satisfactorily accomplished by Messrs. Warner, London. Eight members of
the Ancient Society of College Youths (established 1637) went by special
invitation; and on their way from Lakenheath to Northwold, on Wednesday,
were hospitably entertained by the Rev. W. Hutt, Rector of Hockwold-eum-
Wilton, who was much pleased in ringing with the College Youths 720 Oxford
Treble Bob Minor on Wilton bells (a peal of six). On arriving at Northwold,
the evening before the opening-day, the College Youths rang at St. Andrew’s
Church an excellent peal of Kent Treble Bob Major, 5152 changes, in 3 hrs.
13 mins. The band were stationed as follows;—H. W. Haley, treble; W. Cooter,
2nd; J. R. Haworth, 3rd; H. Boswell, 4th; G. Ferris, 5th; M. A. Wood, Oth;
J. Dwight, 7th; M. Hayes, tenor. Composed and conducted by Mr. H. W.
Haley. The Rev. Mr. Sutton of Westoft, who is a ringer, spoke highly of
the fine striking. The opening day was enlivened hy the College Youths
ringing a quarter-peal of Stedman Triples, 1200 changes, which ushered in
about sixty ringers from the neighbouring villages, most of whom rang on
the bells, and all sat down to a dinner, which was provided for them princi-
pally through the kindness of Mr. Pooly, churchwarden, whose hospitality
and Mrs. Pooly’s kindness the College Youths will ever remember. Heis a
ringer, and was at the opening of the peal of six fifty-three years ago. The
College Youths rang the hand-bells at the Rectory, and at Mr. Pooly’s and Mr.
Hutt’s, Grandsire, Treble Boh, and Stedman, double-hand, on eight, ten, and
twelve hells.  Mr. Hutt rang with the band at the opening at Northwold, in a
touch of Grandsire Triples. The College Youths on their way to town on the
Friday rang at Wilton Church, where they were most kindly entertained by
Mr. and Mrs. Hutt.

Change-ringing at St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green.
on Saturday, January 20, eight members of the above company rang
Holt’s one-part peal of Grandsire Triples, 5040 changes, in 8 hrs. 1 min., at
St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green. Performers:—H. W. Waley, treble; H.
Edwards, 2nd; M. A. Wood, 3rd; H. C. Haley, 4tli; J. R. Haworth, 5th;
A. Hayward, Cth; C. Lee, 7th; and G. Dorrington, tenor. Conducted by
Mr. H. W. Haley.

BELFRY RECORDS.

ST. MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS. (Tablets in the Belfry.)

60. Thursday, March 14, 1727, the Society of London Schollars rung in this Steeple
the first compleat Peal of six thousand and six. (Method not mentioned, hut Grandsire
Cinques.)

Wm. James, Treble.

Wm. Underwood, Second.
Jos. Wintill, Third.

Wm. Rendall, Fourth.

Fras. Billtop, Fifth.
Fras Preston, Sixth.
Mich. Shott, Seventh.
Tho. Warburton, Eighth.
Robt. Powell, Ninth.

61. College Youths. The aboTe Society did ring on Thursday, January 6th, 1785,
a compleat Peal of 5136 Oxford Treble Bob Maximus, in 4 hours and 12 minutes, being the
first on these bells.
John Reeves, Treble.
Samuel Jones, Second.
Christopher Wells, Third.
Reuben Wilson, Fourth.

Wm. Gordon, Tenth
Lant. Bland, Eleventh.
Wm. Sanders, 1T
Wm. Price, Jlen01-

Thomas Blakemore, Fifth.
Richard Moor, Sixth.
John Inwill. Seventh.
Yathan.Williamson, Eighth.
Called hy Thomas Blakemore.
Messrs. Holbrooke and Arnold, Churchwai dens.

Daniel Fowkes, Ninth.
William Susans. Tenth
Thomas Heap, Eleventh.
George Harris, Tenor.

62. On Monday, Oct. 26th, 1837, was rang in this Ste.eple by the Society of St. James’s

Youths, a true and complete Peal of Grandsire Cinques, containing 7325 changes, in
5 hours and 35 minutes, which was executed in a masterly manner hy the following
persons—

J. Fairbairn, Treble.
C. Clay, Second.

J. Mash, Third.

T. Tolladay, Fourth.

H. Burwash, Fifth.
R. Turner, Sixth.
J. Harrison, Seventh.
G. Stockham, Eighth
Conducted by Mr. Thos. Tollasday.h )
J. Smith, Esq.
Pr. Cuff, Esq. | C W
C. Clayton, fectf.

ST. ANDREW, HOLBORN. (Tablets in the Belfry.)
An old Tablet Inscription, nearly obliterated.
63. On Wednesday, Deer. ye 27, 1738, was rung in this Steeple hy the Friendly Society
of Ringers, 6160 Boh Major.
Ed. Williams, Treble.
John Sharp, Second.
Geo. Gregory, Third. I John Box, Tenor.

64. St. James’s Society. On Monday, Deer. 1st, 1828, was rung in this Tower hy
Eight of the above-named Society, a true and complete Peal of Grandsire Tripples, contain-
ing 5040 changes, in 3 hours and*24 minutes, being the first Peal on thesebells for upwards
of 20 years.

Jas. Platt, Treble.
Jos. Ladley, Second.
Jno. Taylor, Third.

T. Clayton, Ninth.
C. Wilson, Tenth.
H. Smith, Eleventh.
A. Frost, Tenor.

Jno. Hadkinson, Fourth.
Sten. Green, Fifth.

I Richd. Beard, Sixth.
Robrt. Mobbs, Seventh.

j Danl. Beakley, Fourth.
Thos. Tolladay, Fifth.

IWm. B. White, Sixth.
Frs. Matthews, Seventh.
| |Wm. Holworthy, Tenor.
Conducted hy Thos. Tolladay.
Thos. Brown. ) ni,ra .:
Sami. Oliver, f ...

65. St. James’s Society. On Monday, February 8th, 1847, Eight members of *1]
above-named Society rung in this Tower a true and complete Peal of Grarleirv _rrri®.
consisting of 5040 changes, in 3 hours and 17 minutes, viz.—

Rd. Mosley, Treble. I G. Stockham, Fourth.
Jos. Cattle, Second. Jas. Pratt, Fifth.

R. Jameson, Third. |
Conducted by Mr. G. Stockham.
Rev. J. T. Rorlxi-rx-
Mr Richd. H >. * — .
Mr. Me A. L v- ) ' ]

ST. CLEMENT DANES
Inscription on brass plate in St. Clemc-t Dsr=5 Cxxtyx
66. The eight bells in this Steeple were cast by V2. sad 113. IRgtowm, tbriT
MajtleS Founders, Aho. Dmi. 1694, in the Tyrne of Wzl. Dans sail B M . Clarke.
Churchwardens, and finished when Edwd. (Saife sad Hagfc IEHs trsre OmrchwarffeBs*
Weight, 41. 15¢. 2q. 81. The gift of Edwd. Clarke.

IJas. Crare. 5 * .
Jno. Cox. S*
[C. Medio-*-, a0 :
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