Church News, Notes and Queries, and Correspondence
This is a collection of items which appeared in 'Church Bells' on pages other than the designated
’Bells and Bell Ringing' section. They vary from the learned to the bizarre, and are presented in
approximate date order of publication.
S ir ,—Can any of your readers help me to texts or mottoes suitalile
for a Kinging Chamber? I have but two, viz. the last stanza of Keble’s
‘ Church Beils,’ and the following,—
‘ Who rings a bell let him look well
To hand, and head, and h e a rt;
The hand for work, the head for wit,
The heart for worship’s part.’
I presume that zinc is as good a material as any on which to have
mottoes painted.
I am, &e.
W . W igrah .

In reply to Mr. W i gram’s query, as to the best material on which
to inscribe mottoes, I would say th at zinc is not so good as slate or
mahogany, zinc being seriously affected by some atmospheres.
Lines suitable for mottoes for a ringing-chamber will be found in
the column oil Bell-ringing.
C.

Published: 21.1.1871

Published: 14.1.1871
S ib ,— I should be much obliged if you or some of your corre
spondents would inform me why it is the custom in most parishes to ring
the church-bells at eight and nine o’clock on the mornings of Sundays
and the great Festivals ? W as it originally rung to summon the people
to an eariy celebration and to matins? A nd was it through their non
appearance th a t all the services were pressed in a t eleven o’clock?—
I gnoramus.

Published: 14.1.1871
D E D IC A T IO N TO S A C K ED O E F IC E S .
S ib ,—Many years since, I ventured in an anonymous work ( Church
Orders, Macintosh) to suggest th at every person holding any function,
charge, or duty within the house of God, ought to be set solemnly apart
to that duty. Will our great Bell champion (the Kev. T. Ellacombe)
tell me whether he has known any such plan adopted amongst bell
ringers ? I believe the plan is adopted in a few places with the mem
bers of a church choir.
P resbyter.

I n answer to a question by ‘ Ignoramus,’ in N o. 3, where Bells are
rung on Sunday and festival mornings, it is in honour of the day, but
they should be rung before 8 o’clock.
I f he alludes to a single bell at 8 or 9 o’clock, th at is a relic of the
Angelas, formerly rung every morning, noon, and evening.

Published: 21.1.1871
See also 'Bells and Bell Ringing' on 11.ii.1871
S ir ,—Kev. George Richards is seeking a practical treatise or tract
upon Bell-ringing, from which the ringing of Changes could be learned,
and would be very glad of information.
Tylderley Parsonage, Manchester.

Published 25.ii.1871

Published: 28.i.1871
S ir ,— Can any of your Correspondents tell me if there are any
publishers of Music for Handbell-ringers ? If so, who are they, and
what is the cost per tune ?
C ampanologian.

Published: 18.iii.1871
Music for Hand-Bells.
I n reply to ‘ Campamdogian,’ no special music is published, bu t if he
will write ts Mr. William Bannister, at the Royal Dockyard, Devonport,
or Mr. Miller, 53 Richmond Terrace, Clapham Road, S.W . (inclosing
stamps to cover postage), he will probably obtain what he inquires
about.
0.

NOTICES TO C O R RESPO ND EN TS.
R. P. (Bratton) suggests that a page of *Church B ells ’ be given to ‘ Choirs
and Singing,’ or else great jealousy will arise between ringers and singers;
and T.N .S. (Redcliffe) advises a weekly chapter on ‘Choirs and Choir
singing.’ We would gladly adopt the suggestion if we had space, hut we
have n o t; and, moreover, there are, we believe, several small-priced
mnsical publications, published weekly, while there is not any other
serial that gives prominence to the interests of the belfry.

Published: 8.iv.1871

Published: 1.v.1871
Gross Abuses of Bell-ringing.
S ir ,—The Standard says that the Church of St. Mary’s, Reading,
rang out a merry peal to celebrate the victory of Churchmen over Dis
senters in the election of the School Board. If Beading Churchmen
know not what is due to themselves in the way of self-respect and charity,
they might at least consider that church bells are essentially for religious
purposes, and that it is a mere prostitution of their use to make them the
means of proclaiming a victory in a religious feud arising out of Parlia
mentary legislation. Perhaps the most charitable construction to put
upon it is, that the Vicar coukl not be aware that the belfry key was in
las keeping, and that the ringers were glad of any opportunity of dis
playing then1proficiency.
A L ondon L ayman.

Published (in 'Bells and Bell Ringing') 15.iv.1871

S ir ,—My attention has just been called to a paragraph in ‘ C hurch
B ells ’ headed ‘ Gross Abuses of Bell-ringing,’ and signed ‘ A London
Layman.’
The writer thereof refers to what the Standard says, and proceeds
to make some very harsh comments on me in consequence. I beg to
inform him that I am not responsible for w h a t1the Standard says,’ but
for what I say and do myself, t And had 1A London Layman ’ taken the
trouble to inquire, he might have learned that at the official declaration of
the poll I expressly repudiated the notion that the Church bells of St.
Mary’s had ever been rung for party purposes, either at this election or
at any other during my incumbency; stating on the contrary, that I
considered th at the moment an election was over all party feeling had
ceased, and that the successful candidate should be welcomed as the
chosen of the town. On the occasion alluded to, 1 gave permission for
the bells to be rung in the afternoon, before the result of the contest
was known, and said, ‘ I wish the bells to be rung whether Churchmen
are successful or not.’
Such hasty and uncharitable letters as that of ‘ A London Layman ’
can do no good, and may do harm by spreading a calumny which it is
difficult as widely to contradict.
A. P . K. C ust.

Published: 29.iv.1871
A s particularly interested in questions relating to Church
Bells, we are hound to notice th a t the vestry of Bridgewater has
lately had occasion to reprim and the sexton of th a t parish for
allowing th e church bells to be ru n g in honour of the failure of
legal proceedings taken against a local publican for illegal sale of
liquor. The action of th e vestry is, of course, to be commended,
and the conduct which called for it deplored. Church bells are,
unfortunately, too much used for illegitim ate purposes all over the
co untry; and, we may add, too much associated, in many places, with
beer-drinking. B etter far th a t all church bells should be evermore
silent, th an th a t they should continue to ring out a t th e price of
scandal to the Church, and be connected in people’s minds w ith the
trium phs of public-houses. In this feeling we are assured th a t we
have our readers with us.

Published: 22.iv.1871

S ir ,— I have just read in ‘ Church B ells,’ with much surprise, that
the hells of our parish church have been rung in honour of the failure of
legal proceedings against a publican for illegal sale of liquor. A similar
statement, I believe, got into the S ta n d a rd ; will you permit me to
state th at no such thing has occurred in Bridgwater? 1 have heard,
however, with great regret, th a t something of the kind took place about
three weeks ago in a neighbouring village. Perhaps you would kindly
insert this correction in your next issue.
W. H . A xi’ORi).
Lonsdale S o m e , Bridgwater.

Published: 6.v.1871

F eeble as our voice may be, we feel it to be a duty we owe to
the public, and our ringing friends in particular, to denounce at
once th e ill-grounded aspersions cast upon the bells and belfries of
England, in an article published in the A pril number of the
Contemporary Review. The w riter confesses th a t he has ‘ no deep
architectural knowledge,’ and he has, by his rem arks, published
to th e world his thorough ignorance of English bells and
belfries, and th a t he knew nothing of the art of ringing, or the
science of changes. A dm itting the tru th th a t th e staircases in
many of our towers are in a very dilapidated state, and require
reparation, and th a t dust and d irt are abundant, through the negli
gence of those whose duty it is to attend to such m atters, and th a t
where proper change-ringing is not practised the bells and their
appurtenances are ofttimes in a disgraceful state o f neglect, and th a t
the ringing of the bells is a work of great labour, still, if he had w it
nessed the ease and pleasure with which a clever band of scientific
ringers handle the ropes (either in London, the M idlands, or the
N orth of England), ringing a peal of 5040 or more changes, stand
ing in one position fall three hours, sometimes longer, if more
changes are struck, we believe the opinion of the writer of th a t
article would have been expressed in a very different way.
W e tru st our readers who may be beginners in the a rt and
mysteries of change-ringing as practised in England— and in E ng
land only with any efficacy—will not be misled by the writer’s
strictures and unjust rem arks. H e advocates carillons instead, as
in Belgium, and prefers chimes to rin g in g ; b u t th a t is not the
general feeling among Englishmen, and vve tru s t the day is far
distant when the swinging of our glorious bells w ill become un
popular, and be a thing of the past.
He also finds great fault w ith th e bells he has examined in our
towers, th a t they are coarse castings, and are covered w ith ‘ ru s t; ’
but bells, being of copper and tin, or bronze m etal, cannot ‘ ru st ’
like iron. They may and do get oxidated, as all bronze articles do,
adding greatly to their beauty; and it is th a t very oxidation which
is supposed to improve th e tone as bells get older. We have handled
thousands of bells, but cannot recollect ever seeing one * with bits
of iron and rough metal sticking to them from the mould.’ On the
contrary, the founders of the present day are noted for turning out
cleaner castings than th e old founders ever did, owing to their
superior machinery.
W e thank the writer for recommending the introduction of
carillons, which are very desirable where funds can be found, and
where the inhabitants of a town like th a t sort of music; but before
he makes another attack upon the bells and belfries of Old E ng
land, we hope he will learn to be a practical ringer, and then tins
probability is th a t he will alter his tone of censure to unbounded
praise and delight.
H. T. E.

H olbeck, L eeds .—St . M atthew's Chdbch . —A vestry meeting was heldon Friday, the 19th ult., to consider Mr. 'Woodhouse’s offer of a peal of bells
to this church. The Rev. J. H. F. Kendall occupied the chair, and explained
at considerable length the munificent offer. The gist of his remarks was that
Mr. Woodkouse would place a superior peal of bells (tenor, 20 cwt.) in the
tower of the church, provided, the sum of 5007. could be raised 13 form a
permanent fund to pay the ringers. The Chairman also read a letter which
he had received from the Bishop of Ripon, in which his lordship said he ‘ sanc
tioned with the utmost readiness your acceptance of Mr. Woodhouse’s liberal
gift to your church.’ There was a numerous attendance, and the working
men of the township mustered in large force. The meeting was addressed by
Mr. J. N. Horsfield (Wesleyan), who strongly urged all sects and parties to
aid in the movement, and thus seeure the success of the undertaking, which,
when accomplished, would, he said, be a credit to the township.

Published: 3.vi.1871
M U SIC A L C O N T R IB U T IO N S TO ‘ C H U R C H B E L L S .’
S ir ,—W ill you allow me to suggest a plan for more widely setting
‘ C hurch B ells ’ into circulation?
A considerable space I see is already devoted to the study of the art
of Bell-ringing. Now, there are a great many more musicians than
bell-ringers, who would be likely to become subscribers it' a certain
space could be set aside for musical contributions, in the shape of
hymn tunes, chants, kyries, efcc., and occasionally a short anthem.
This idea has not originated with me- A Church paper entitled
The Orb, which ceased to exist in the year 1867, adopted this plan ; and
several good Church musicians were in the habit of sending their com
positions for insertion.
S. M. C.

Published: 27.v.1871
M U SIC A L C O N T R IB U T IO N S ,
S ir ,— Allow me to second _the proposal of ‘ S. M. 0 .’ in your last
number on ‘ Musical Contributions to “ C hurch B ells.’” I t may be
stated as an objection to their insertion, th at the musical world is not
large enough to claim for itself a page of your paper; but I would
answer, that the belfry world is quite as lim ited: and since you find
space for numerous productions, in which terms like ‘ Bob Major,’ ‘ Sin
gles,’ ‘H unting,’ occur, and others equally incomprehensible to those
who have not spent much of their time in the belfry, so you might be
able to insert specimens of simple Church music, as very aptly suggested
by S. M. C. And there are many to whom Jthe very sight of a stave
interspersed with minims and crotchets has a charm, who will probably,
for the future, be among the first to procure copies of a paper in which
these meet their eye. I hope that you will think twice of this sug
gestion.
'
A .F .S .H .

Published: 10.vi.1871

Published: 29.iv.1871
M U SICA L C O N T R IB U T IO N S.
S ir ,—Pray ‘ think twice ’ before you act on the suggestion of
1S.M. 0 ,’ and ‘ A .F . S .H .’ If you take to publishing original music, I for
one shall think twice before I renew my subscription. W hat possible
parallel can be drawn between your giving a page to bell-ringing, a
wholly neglected branch of Church-work, and publishing ‘ original
musical compositions ’? I do not think the prospect of an increased
circulation, obtained by gratifying the vanity of some who desire their
effusions in print, will tempt your wisdom into so false a step.
C. E . G. C.

Published: 17.vi.1871
S urely it would be impossible for ‘ Church B ells’ to admit musical
compositions, as has been suggested by one or two correspondents,
without increasing the price of the issue, as the pages are already full
to overflowing; besides it would be infringing unnecessarily on other
periodicals which are exclusively devoted to such contributions.
A P salm Singer .

Published 24.vi.1871
M USICA L C O N T R IB U T IO N S.
S ir ,—I am much surprised a t the letter of * C. E. G. C’.’ in your last
issue begrudging a small portion of ‘ C hurch B ells’ to those who take
ail interest in music other than that issuing from our belfries. I did not
understand that the two correspondents referred to proposed to omit the
page of slang terms—such as, ‘ going in quick work,’ ‘ dodging,’ ‘lie
the pull behind,’ <fcc. &c., which must be quite unintelligible, and probably
not at all interesting, to the majority of your readers,—but an addition in
the shape of music which very many can now understand. Probably
the reference to bell-ringing as ‘ Church-work ’ was intended as a jo k e:
a column or so might have been advocated for the beadle and organblower. I sincerely hope you will think of the suggestion ag ain ; and
if the risk is not too great in losing the subscription of ‘ C. E . Gr. C.,’
gratify very many of your present subscribers, and without doubt attract
very many others, ana much more than cover the extra expense. C. T.

Published 24.vi.1871

M USICA L C O N T R IB U T IO N S .
S ir ,—I regret that, with a view of saving your space, I compressed
my protest against your admitting ‘ original musical compositions ’ into
eight lines. I hope you will allow me to explain myself more at length.
I may premise that I called bell-ringing a branch of Church-work
most seriously, believing myself fully justified by the numerous letters
which you have published on the work many clergymen have found to
do in their belfries. Surely it is ‘ Church-work ’ to call the people to
church, as much as to play the organ when they are there, when both
are done to the glory of God.
I take it that you undertook to give a page to bell-ringing, in the
belief that belfries need the reformer’s hand, and because the somewhat
abstruse art of ringing has no proper organ. I doubt not that if organ
blowing, which ‘ C. T .’ cites, were an intricate and also a neglected art,
or gave opportunities for scandalous misbehaviour, you would have given
space for its elucidation or its reformation. I repeat, then, that there is
no necessary parallel between your drawing special attention to Bells and
Bell-ringing, and treating, otherwise than incidentally, other branches
of music. Let ‘ Church-choir people ’ read Church-choir papers, and not
seek to thrust their peculiar wishes upon a paper of general Church
news, which is incidentally the organ of the belfry. H ere is no question
of the relative merits of bell-ringing and other kinds of music. The
terminology of the former is certainly uninteresting to the uninitiated,
of whom 1 am one; but I apprehend that the original musical composi
tions of young organists and national schoolmasters would be equally
so, even to most musical persons; nor is there any special reason for
their insertion in your paper, when, as ‘ A Psalm Singer ’ says, there
are other periodicals devoted to such contributions.
As for the addition to your circulation, I venture to believe that you
would lose quite as many subscribers in posse as you would gain,
when you had acquired the reputation of publishing, for no particular
reason but that of extending your circulation, and gratifying a section of
your subscribers, musical compositions of no extraordinary merit.
What, again, of the disproportionate space which musical type would
occupy in your columns ?
C. E . G. C.

Published: 1. vii. 1871
S ir ,—Your correspondent ‘ C. E . G. C.’ inquires what parallel there
is between your giving a page to bell-ringing and publishing original
musical compositions. I hope the following explanation will gratify
him : In every parish church where there is a peal of bells there exists,
generally speaking, a choir; and as a rule its members far exceed the
number of bell-ringers of the said church; consequently, to those
cliurch-choir people who read your paper, an additional interest would
be created by the admittance of musical contributions into its columns.
Again, there are a number of young church musicians who cannot
afford to publish their compositions (those, for instance, who as young
organists only receive a stipend of some 20b a-year; or, again, National
schoolmasters who are musical) would be glad to have their compositions
in print for various reasons ; your paper would thus obtain an additional
circulation amongst the class of people I have alluded to. A page on
the study of bell-ringing is about as uninteresting to us musical people
who subscribe to ‘ C hurch B ells ’ as can well be imagined. As for your
correspondent’s thinking that it would stir up a spirit of vanity in those
people who send their music for insertion, let me inform him that
musical people are not quite so vain as ho imagines them to be. S. M. C.

Published 24.vi.1871

S ir ,—As a lover of bells, and an old ringer, I beg leave to protest
against the contemptuous remarks of ‘ 0 . T.’ in to-day’s issue of
‘ Church B ells,’ calling the terms used in ringing ‘ slang ’ ! W hy,
they are no more ‘ slang ’ than Sol-fa-la, Ac. in music, which are
quite as ‘ unintelligible ’ and ‘ uninteresting’ to those who know nothing
about music, as the technical terms used in ringing may be to those who
do not understand them.
And as for his thinking it ‘ a joke ’ to call bell-ringing ‘ C'hurchwork,’ he might as well say that a steeple is no part of a church—and,
perhaps, in his mistaken view, he looks upon it as such; and if so, it is
to be feared he has not much reverence for what the steeple may
contain.
I f ‘ C. T .’ has the abilities of a wrangler, and will go into the sub
ject, he will soon find that the science of changes is deeper than he
expected—-perhaps than he can fathom ; and that it is much easier for
one of inferior abilities to be a proficient in music than in the mysteries
of change-ringing.
F abian S teadman.

Sir ,—Though not myself capable of composing a bar of music, I
entirely agree with the sensible letter of ‘ S. M. CV in this week’s
‘ C hurch B ells.’ N o doubt the task of the musical editor would be
sometimes invidious, and otherwise difficult; but no doubt the thing
might be done. I always thought it a good feature in The Orb, to which
paper reference has been already made.
Perhaps your bell-ringing columns will occasionally be enriched by
new and original contributions from some of our greatest composers for
the belfry— such, for instance, as Mr. Sottanstall of Sowerby, or Mr.
B arker of Liversedge, who mav find it a convenient means of publication.
J . T. F .

Published: 1. vii.1871

Published: 1. vii.1871
MUSICAL CONTRIBUTIONS.
Sir ,—I have been asked, by one whose opinion claims respect, to
reply to ‘ 0 . T .’ Personally, I would have preferred to leave an anonymous
letter unnoticed.
.
.
.
.
No one can explain an art without using the terms which belong to
i t ; and if ho has to explain it from the very beginning, he is obliged to
write a t considerable length. I have left no technical expression unex
plained, and, therefore, none unintelligible.,
I define ‘ slang ’ to be a use of language in a manner improper or
ungram m aticalespecially the use of technical terms out of place. So
tested, change-ringing need not fear comparison with music. In all my
pages what is so truly ‘ slang ’ as the expression, ‘ To sol-fa a piece of
music ? ’ Will any schoolmaster, musical or otherwise, parse that
sentence ?
The technical terms of the choir outnumber those of the belfry
manifold. W hat can be less intelligible to the uninitiated than such
words as ‘ semiquaver,’ ‘ the leading note,’ ‘ the suh-dominant,’ ‘ an in
verted interval,’ ‘ a pluperfect fourth,’ and a host of others ? W hat less
interesting to the unmusical than a musical discussion ?
Now let me protest most strenuously against that temper, most truly
uncatliolic, which allows a man to think that his favourite art cannot
take its true place except at the expense of another, and which makes
him sneer at the utility of that which ho does not understand. The
ringers and the tower have a place in the Church, and in her work, as
real as that of the choir and of the organ.
I t may comfort some of your correspondents to know that I have
more than half finished; and while my writings are yet inflicted on
them, perhaps they will ponder over two questions:—"Has your paper
room for everything at once ? A re musical people without -resource,
even if you decide to decline their compositions?
W . W ioram.

Published: 8.vii.1871

S ir ,—Y our kindness in allowing communications on the question of
musical contributions occasionally appearing in your columns, is, I hope,
appreciated by advocates on both sides. They are so brief, fair, and to
the point, th a t good must result. Allow another correspondent to add a
few words.
Exhibitions of vanity on the part of amateurs contributing would
most easily be kept in check by a competent musical editor. There
could be no infringement on other musical periodicals already existing,
for the doors of such are said to be opened only by the golden key of
powerful trade interest, or by some Ouseley, or Elvey, or Wesley, stand
ing A 1 in the musical world.
And then, with respect to numbers preferring music to hell-ringing,
allow that, in rural districts, they are about equally matched, it will not,
I think, be denied, th at they decidedly form a large majority in those
which are manufacturing. The neighbourhood in which I live will very
clearly illustrate, and, I hope conclusively prove, my assertion; for, out
of eleven churches (in the three circumjacent parishes), only three, being
mother churches, can boast of a peal of bells, while every church has an
organ, and there is not one without a choir. These are facts which seem
to speak with all the power of a trumpet-stop ‘ on the great.’ I trust,
therefore, they will make themselves heal'd.
J. P. W .

Published: 8.vii.1871
M U SIC A L C O N T R IB U T IO N S .
H owever humbly ‘ J . F . W V (in last week’s ‘ C h urch B ells ’)
may think of himself or others, he may comfort himself by feeling
assured th at it requires no ‘ golden key of powerful trade interest ’ to
open the pages of at least one high musical periodical— the Musical
Standard. I am myself but an humble individual, yet I have never
found the pages of that periodical closed to the trifles I may have occa
sionally scu t; and not only that, but I have been favoured with thanks
from the editor aud a gratuitous supply of his periodical to boot. H . T. E .

Published: 15.vii.1871
*** T he Editor hopes the little controversy of Bell-ringing v. Choir-music
has not been without its use, It has confirmed his own impression of the
value of the somewhat abstruse page of ‘ Church Bells ’ which is under
Mr. Ellacombe's able direction; for it has shown that there are clergy who
have yet to learn that Bell-ringing is true Churcli-work; and who, learning
this, may not he satisfied to have unshaven, slovenly fellows, slipping out of
the Belfry instead of attending the service to which they have summoned
their neighbours. There has hitherto been no special organ for Bell-ringers,
and yet there is a belfry, larger or smaller, in every parish.. And w« hope
that in time ‘ C h u r c h B e l l s ’ may find readers in many of these; for it is
remarkable what enthusiasm about hells and all that pertains to them is
found to exist in the breast of many a man otherwise illiterate, and this
enthusiasm ought by all means to be encouraged.
As regards Choir-music, the fact that there are other weekly papers which
give space to the musical contributions of their subscribers seems a sound
reason for not adding this as a special permanent feature of ‘ Church B ells ';
but the discussion of matters affecting choirs, either in their moral or musical
aspects, may well be admitted, and we should be glad of such co-operation.
The experience of the musical Editor of the defunct Orb and of other
correspondents is adverse to the encouragement .of musical contributions;
but there need he no rule forbidding the occasional insertion of any notable
composition which may he offered and may approve itself to the judgment of
our co-workers who are versed in Church music.

Published: 15.vii.1871

T h e fine peal of "bells lately placed in Worcester Cathedral h a v e b e e n care
fully studied by Dr. Stainer and a deputation from St. Paul’s Cathedral, for
the purpose of considering how far a similar set would be suitable for the
latter church.

Published: 20.xii.1873
A s p e c ia l service was recently held for the officers and members of the
St. Stephen’s Ringers’ Society at Bristol, to which they were invited by the
“Vicar, the Rev. F. Wayet. A sermon was preached by the Rev. J. H. Bright.
In the course Of it he reminded them that it was the first time for very many
years on which they had met together as a society for holy worship. From
the rules it appears that the objects of the Society were not alone the ringing
of bells, but the promoting of good and holy living among the members.
One rule in the ancient charter, granted by Queen Elizabeth, is especially
observable:—‘ That every member should always kneel down and pray before
he went into the belfry.’

Published: 10.i.1874
A r in g of bells, to cost 700/., is to be placed in the tower of St. Thomas’s
Church, Bhjl, as a mark of the gratitude with which the parishioners regard
Canon Morgan’s consent to stay among them when offered a much richer
living. — Church Herald.

Published: 21.iii.1874
Hexham Bells.
Sir,—Referring to your article upon Hexham Minster at page 110 of your
issue of the 5th inst., as I have a perfect copy of their inscriptions, 1 give
them below; they were all inscribed in Gothic capitals:—
Treble + ad : primos : cantvs : pvlsat : nos : rex : gi.oriosvs :
2nd + et : cantare : grata : faciei : nos : vox: nicholai :
3rd + est : nobis : digna : Katerinas : vox: benigna :
4th + omnibvs : in : annis : est : vox: DEO : grata : iohannis :
A: d : M: ccoc: n i l :
5th + andrea : mi : care : iohanne : consociabe : A: D : m : cccc: m i :
Tenor + est : mea : vox : grata : dvm : sim : maria : vocata :
A: D: M: pcqc: h ii :
The 5th was called ‘ St. Andrew’s, or the Holy Bell for Funerals,’ and the
tenor, the ‘Fray Bell.’ The tenor, said to have weighed 70 cwt., was broken
by ringing at the marriage of Sir William Blackett. The whole ring was
taken down in 1742, and cast into a ring of eight the same year by Thomas
Lester of Whitechapel, London, with a tenor of 21 cwt.: one bell was afterwards
recast about 1823. The *Fray Bell ’ alone would have outweighed the present
entire ring.
J no. H arris.
[The ‘ Fray Bell ’ was never rung alone hut on occasion of fire, or on the
approach of an enemy, to raise the posse enmitatus, or ‘fray,’ as it was called.
See more about these bells in “Wright's History of Hexham, 1823, as we have
not' yet opened our columns to the archaeology of bells, leaving such to the
pages of our good friend Notes and Queries.—E d.]
.

Published: 12.ii.1876

A Catut.t.ox of chimes has been ad-led to the tower of Shoreditch parish
churc-h. It was tested on Tuesday. The music of the hells is described as
being remarkably sweet and dear.

Published: 3.iv.1875
T he Grocers’ Company is said to have contributed 350/. for a bell, and a
gentleman has offered to provide the money for the chimes for St. Paul’s
Cathedral.

Published: 26.ii.1876
B e l l s e o r S t . P a u l ’s . —The Grocers’, Clothworkers’, and Fishmongers’
Companies have each presented a bell for the proposed ring in St. Paul’s
Cathedral; the Plumbers’ Company and others have also given contri
butions.

Published: 18.iii.1876
B ells for S t. P aul’s Cathedral.—The Tallow-Chandlers’ Company have

voted twenty guineas to the Bells and Chimes Fund for St. Paul's Cathedral.
The Corporation of London having recently presented the largest, or ‘ tenor,’
bell, and six of the City Companies having given seven more bells, the four
bells required to complete the ring of twelve have been munificently given
by the Baroness Burdett-Coutts. A considerable sum is, htwever, still
required to meet the cost of hanging the bells, and other incidental expenses.
Contributions towards which will be thankfully received and acknowledged by
the Committee.

Published: 11.xi.1876

CHURCH BELLS.
On Sunday week the Bishop of Manchester preached two sermons at Church
Kirk, on the.inauguration of a new ring of bells. In his morning sermon he
repeated some remarks which he said had been received with considerable
disfavour, though he did not care for that. He hoped those bells would
never be rung for any purpose which indicated a distinction of feeling, nor
on any occasion when the sound of them, though pleasant to some, would
be distasteful to others. His Lordship proceeded:—11 thought it an un
seemly thing when the bells of the Blackburn parish church were rung as a
note of triumph at the late election. I think we Churchmen ought to
remember that our Church is the National Church; and if you mean to
say she is to dwindle into a sect, either a religious or political sect, I wish you
well to weigh the consequences. I hold—and I think it is consistent with
the teachings of Christ—that the National Church ought to he the home of
all citizens. Now, in England, we have divisions of feeling in matters of
politics. There are those amongst us who are Conservatives, and there are
those amongst us who arq Liberals, and both may he, and I hope often are,
equally good Churchmen. I have known Liberals who have seemed to me to
take much broader and more intelligent views of what the Church should he
than I have found in some Conservatives. At any rate, the Church is the
National Church, and I say distinctly that church bells therefore ought never
to be rung to celebrate a mere political triumph, which may be the triumph
•of one body of Churchmen over another. I was very pleased to see amongst
the subscribers to your new ring of bells the names of several Noncon
formists, and I hope that those bells will never be rung on any occasion
which would give pain to Nonconformists. We don’t want to give pain to
Nonconformists, though we wish they were one with us, for then we feel the
Word would be better, and would do more good; but we have no right nor
desire to hinder the work which the Wesleyans and the Presbyterians are
doing, and we don’t want to hear the sounds of a riDg of our bells over a
Church victory at the expense of the Nonconformists. There has been
united action in the purchase of those hells; and I ask you to take your
Bishop’s advice—to take care that those bells are never rung except when
every heart can beat in unison, and that their sound shall never mark the
unhappy differences which, either as English Christians or English citizens,
sometimes separate us one from another.’

Published: 15.iv.1876

A Church Bell W anted.
Sib ,—I am the newly-appointed .clergyman of All Saints,- Gladstone, a
church recently built to supply the wants of a suburb of the city of Invercargill.
We have many very pressing needs in order to the completion of our church:
within and without. Among other things, a church bell iB greatly .in request,
but we are not in a position as yet to purchase, as a very small one would be
of little use, the population being scattered. If any church iu the. mothercountry has a spare or disused bell, say from eighteen inches and upwards in
diameter, it would be a great boon to us in this distant cure." Our Bishop
(Dr. S. T. Nevill, of Dunedin), who is now in England, would, I am certain,
readily take charge of it. lie may be communicated with at the office of the
S. P. G., London.
.
E kancis Knowles.
Gladstone, Southland, New Zetland.

Published: 10.viii.1878

A Church Bell for Seamen.
Sib ,—Would you allow me to ask any of your readers who have a small
church hell to spare to give it to the Missions to Seamen Society, 1 Buck
ingham Street, Strand, London, W.C., for St. James’s Seamen’s Church,
Pierhead, Newport, Mon., which is greatly in need of a bell to sound over the:
docks and shipping.
W». D awson, Commander B.N.

Published: 28.ix.1878

The Bristol Times says that the very fin©tower of Chewton Mendip Church
has been :so much damaged By bell-ringing that; the diocesan architect (Mr.
Kerry) has recommended the suspension of the, (ranging, if not entirely, at
least almost so, and the rebuilding of the bek.ferret.

Published 1.ii.1879

HEARTY HINTS TO LAY OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH.
By George Venables, S.C.L., Vicar of Great Yarmouth.
No. V I.—-T H E B E L L -R IN G E R S .
H , th e Bell-ringers, is it !’ is no uncommon cry. ‘ I ’ll have
nothing to do w ith th e m ; they are such drunken, illmannered, bad-behaved men, th a t I say I ’ll have nothing to do w ith
them .’ Gently, gently, my friend ! Bell-ringers are not all I am id
wish them to be in every place and in every particular, but, to say
the tru th , I myself am not altogether w hat I wish to be in every
particular. A nd if it be so th a t you have known some very bad m as
am ongst bell-ringers, let me say th a t I have also k utw n some very
quiet, decent, well-conducted men, whose children, sre a credit
to them , and it is not fair to denounce all the race because s
zi
them are bad. One thing, at any rate, I m ust say for ringers, vis.
‘ They are no fools.' They could not rin g if they were. H e has
above the average of brain power who can ring changes well upon a

O

rin g of bells. Some of our wiseacres would find it so if they tried.
A good memory, i. e. an accurate memory and a quick memory, as
well as coolness and rapidity of action, are all needful to the forma
tio n of a good bell-ringer.
M any a Bell-ringer has been drunk, and I m ourn over i t much.
B u t no sot, no fool, no silly, gaping, em pty-brained fellow, will ever
be fit to be called a bell-ringer.
Look a t th a t wonderful se t of hand-bell ringers of Oldham, in
Lancashire ! Their performances produce a rivalry in my brain
between wonder and delight. Ten or twelve men stand with four or
more bells each, placed upon a thick woollen cloth before them , and
then, w ithout hesitation, blunder, or confusion, one tune rings out
after another by th e ir manipulation, producing an effect of sound
th a t I long to hear again. A nd these rem arks apply, in th e ir
measure of justice, to other bands of hand-bell ringers in other
places.
I t is said th a t Bell-ringers are often heavy drinkers, heavy
swearers, and bad livers ; and it is too true, th a t, having called the
parishioners to the church, they frequently fail to rem ain to worship
God themselves. These things are to be deplored deeply. B u t
th ere is no reason why they should occur. They are no t of necessity
attached to bell-ringing.' I can ju s t recollect the tim e when th e
g entry used to th in k i t no unfit employment to go to th e bell
ringing chamber and ring tb e bells. One mucb-respected clergy
m a n — a gentlem an, a scholar, and a Christian, now resident in
Devonshire— has swung many a bell (all honour to him !) in a way
which many a ringer may do well to im itate. I fear, however, th a t
when our gentry left the church steeple, they left behind them some
ill practices which they had introduced. I strongly suspect th a t
th ey were th e foremost in sending for drink into the ringing-loft,
and th is was soon followed by the ribald joke, the irreverent loud
laugh, and then it became bu.t an easy and a natural thing for the
lads of tb e village who succeeded them in ringing to succeed them
also in im proprieties, for which, if rebuked, they could too often
quote th e example of th e ir superiors' in station as th e ir precedent.
Now it m ust be plain to Bell-ringers who have read so far, th a t
th o u g h I deprecate all misbehaviour on their part, I do by no means
depreciate the a rt of bell-ringing, nor do I allow th a t the whole set
of bell-ringers' are bad because too many of them are not w hat we
could desire. Some of th em are fine fellows and noble characters.
Some years since I m et w ith a record ( I th in k in Sussex) o f one
Jam es Ogden, of A shton-under-Lyne, who, in his seventy-seventh
year, w ent up into the fine steeple of A shton parish church and
ran g 5000 changes on his bell o f 28 cwt. H e m ust have been a
fine fellow ! 828 changes were ru n g a t his death. ( I think 928
is m eant, in allusion to th e months he had lived.)
B u t m y aim in this paper is to say a few honest words to Bell
ringers in a friendly spirit. A ttention to a very few simple m atters
would soon ran k them am ongst our m ost valuable C hurch workers.
W h y should they no t be regarded as ‘ working bees,’ and as w orking
to g eth er w ith other helpers in Church work, ju s t as singers, and
sextons, and vergers, and Sunday-school teachers are ?
F irs t, then, I m ust proceed to ‘ lay down th e law,’ of which there
is no sort of doubt whatever. The ringers have no rig h t w hatever
to enter the bell-ringing chamber or to ring th e bells w ithout th e
consent o f th e vicar and a t least one of tb e churchwardens. This
has been disputed. Locks have been forced and doors have been
broken under the terrible excitem ent of some political election, b u t
it has ended in tbe law being clearly defined, and pronounced to
give th e clergyman an absolute veto in th e use of th e bells. They
cannot, legally, be rung a t all against tbe consent of tb e clergyman
of tb e parish. This is beyond doubt. They may be ru n g w ith his
consent and th a t of one churchwarden, on all occasions, agreeable to
Canons 15, 17, and 88.
The am using little bit of law, therefore, which a few years ago
was pronounced in a parish in Buckinghamshire, in which I minis
tered on one or tw o occasions, will n o t do. The ringers did not
quite like ‘ the new-fangled ways.’ as they term ed them , of the new
vicar, and he at last closed th e belfry. A n ‘ indignation meeting ’
was held a t the public-house, and after a spirited discussion and
considerable abstraction from the b e e r-b arrel it was discovered,
beyond all doubt, th a t th e vicar ‘ hadn't a leg to stand upon,’ and
th a t every parishioner had a rig h t to enter th e loft and to use th e
hells ; because, as one of th e worthies told the curate ip charge,

‘ Y ou see, sir, th e very nam e tells us all t h a t ; for it is called the bell
free, and this shows as the bells is free to a l l !’ In spite of th is piece
of ru stic law (and it really occurred as described) th e sentence m u st
be reversed. Belfry is a word w hich some derive from ‘ huffroy,' a
to w e r; others from hell, and ferre, to carry, th u s meaning a place to
bear or carry b ells; b u t I incline to trace it to hell and fr y , a num ber
or collection of bells.
A t all events, the sounding of th e bells is n o t perm issible in
contradiction to the clergyman’s., decision, and never o ught th e bells
to be used except in connexion w ith C hurch purposes. The bells
ought to be to th e whole p arish som ething like w hat th e organ is to
the congregation, and should send forth th e ir varied peals in accord
ance w ith the circumstances under which they are rung. Thus
used, and exclusively thus used, they m ig h t become of no small
utility , and also full of interest. A m o n g st other orders it is en
joined, in th e 6 7 th Canon, th a t ‘ when any is passing out of this life
a bell shall be tolled, and the m inister shall n o t th en slack to do his
la st duty. A nd after the person’s death (if it so fall out), there
shall be ru n g no more b u t one short peal, and one other before the
burial, and one other after th e burial.’ There is som ething very
beautiful and Christianlike in all this. W h en death seems likely to
ensue, th e ‘ p a ssin g ’ bell announces, by its solemn booming, to all
the parishioners w hat is likely to occur, th a t they m ay pray for th e
departing soul then passing away. I f death takes place, a short,
solemn peal im mediately, and repeated ju s t before and ju s t after the
burial, are in stric t keeping w ith th e only C hristian doctrine of
burial th a t th e C hurch knows or can know, viz. th a t we, in sure and
certain hope of th e resurrection to eternal life, commit th e dead body
to th e grave.
If,^ h e n , B ell-ringers w ill now see w ith me th a t bells o u g h t to he
used for religious purposes only in connexion with the Church, I
shall easily persuade them to adopt th e following principles of
regulation : —
1. Have a tariff of reasonable charges, sd th a t your services may
be often used for religious purposes as much as possible, a t weddings,
and a t funerals, and on o ther public religious occasions.
2. Have a certain fund to which all your earnings and receipts
as ringers shall be devoted, such as a clothing-club for yourself, or
your wife, or your children. D on’t spend your receipts in d rink.
The hab it of spending receipts for ringing in d rink has done bell
ringers incredible m ischief morally, and lowered them sadly in th e
eyes of th e ir neighbours.
3. Allow no b ad language in your ringing-cham ber. I t is a
capital p lan to rin g th e bells in tb e church itself, and th is is th e old
and tru e way. I f th e ventilation is good, ringers need n o t be so
‘ hot ’ as to be unable to rem ain to Divine service.
4. Do n o t allow yourselves to be spoken of as a rough set of
men. D eterm ine to be, and be, an honest set of m anly C hristians
who can rin g well, and who live as m anly C hristians o ught to live.
I t is m oral cowardice which makes many men sinners. M en fear
men more th a n they fear God. They dread th e scoff of fellowcreatures more th an they fear th e anger of Jehovah. G .» i ringers
m u st generally be lithe, strong, nim ble fellows: and they m ust also
be clever fellows w ith good, quick memories, and a calm, keen eye.
Then be in every other respect, as well, tru e men. D on’t be strong
men physically, and poor, weak, puny cowards morally. Be manly
in all things ; n o t afraid to scorn and p u t down th e im modest word,
th e low joke, or th e thoughtless oath : b u t as you, by yonr ad
mirable ringing, elicit the prayers of others fertile dying, or sym pathy
for the bereaved, and as you call others to rejoice w ith th e rejoicing,
or to g ath er together w ithin G od’s house of prayer, so, I beseech
you, become adm irable for your m anly morality and your masculine
religion. H andle th e solly (originally ‘ Sally ’) w ith vigour, and let
it escape your grasp w ith precision. B u t while you do so, regard
yourself as engaged in a religions labour, and le t your correct style
of ringing be b u t an external illu stratio n of yonr own correct style
of living. Now I have defended you heartily, and I haTe given you
some hearty advice. The fact is, I love good ringing and good
ringers, and I desire th e ringers to be ready for grand promotion at
their death. I wish th a t when ‘ the trumpet shall sound,' they may
hear th a t sound w ith a joy far exceeding th e joy w ith which they
listen to th eir beautiful bells. So I do earnestly hope th a t my
friends th e bell-ringers will take my h in ts heartily, and be in every
sense good, hearty men.

Published 6.x.1877

T H E DEDICATIONS OF OUR M IN STERS.
As a Supplement to my articles in Church Bells, (5th May, 1876, page 266 ;
29th December, 1877, page 39 ; and 16th March, 1878, page 171, I give the
following:— '
- ENGLAND.
Minster at
Saints to whom dedicated,
1. Abergavenny, P................................ Mary.
2. Aldeby, P.......................................... Mary-and Fnrceus.
•8. Axminster, C.
...
...
: ... Mary and John Baptist.
J
4. Basselech, P.
.......................... Basil.
5. .Beauchief, P.
.......................... Mary and Thomajs a Bfecket,
6. Beverley, A. C.
..............
... John.
7. Binham, P......................................... Holy Cross.
8. Blythe, P. ...
.......................... Mary.
9. Bodmin, P......................................... Petrock.
10. Bolton, P........................................... Mary, Ctithbert, and Margaret.
11. Bourne, P; ...
...
.............. Peter.
12. Boxgrpve, P. .: ...
...
Mary and'Blaze.
■ ’
13. Bradgure, C.' 1 ..............
... Holy Trinity.
14. Bredon, P.......................................... Peter.
:.
16, Bridlington, P................. ...
Mary and John pf Bridlington,
16. Bristol, P....................
............. . ' JameA . .
' . ’
17. Bromyard, C.
.......................... Peter; 0
18. Burton-on-Trent, A. C. .............. Modwenna.
19. Cadbury .(North), Cf;,;
...
.!. Michael. . '
20. Cambridge, C.
.......................... Khadeguud, now Chapel Of JesUs College;
21. Canterbury, A. C.............................. Augustine.
22. Canyngton) N.
...
.............. Mary.
23. Cartmel, P.
.......................... Mary. ■
24. :Chepttowr, P. ■’1
Mary.
25. Ohetwood, P.
........................... Mary and Nicholas.
26. Chidsteburcli, Twvuham.Rants,. P. Holy Trinity .and Christ. .
27. Cirencester, A.
................
... John-Baptist and Mary,
28. Clovelly)C. ...
...
............. . All S4ints.
29. Cogges (Oxon), P............................ ;. Mary. . . 1
30. Cketliton, C. ...
...- ; ...
... Holy Cross.. .
31. Crowland, A.
....
...
... Bartholomew and G-uthlac.
32. Dievingtoh, N.
...
...
... Mary Magdalen,
1
33. Dereham (East), A........................... Nicholas.
34. Dorchester (Oxon), A.
.............. Peter, ..Paul, and Bririnus.. ,
35. Duiimow Parva; P ....
...
... Mary. . .
36. Dunstable, P.
..." ...
... Peter and Paul.'‘
37. Dunster, P......................
...
George.
1
38. Eastbourne, P.’N . .......
...
Mary.
...
39. Eastbridge, P.................
Nicholas, Catherine, and Thomas.
40. Elstow, A. N.
.......................... Holy .Trinity, Mary, and Helen,
41. Ecclesiield, P.................................... Mary.
42. Fairwell, N ...................................... Mary and Bartholomew.
43. Folkestone, Pi
.......................... Peter, Paul, Mary, and Eanswitli.
44. Greatham, P. H. .......................... Mary and Cuthbert,
45. Hackness, P. N.................. .............. Peter.
;
.............. Mary Magdalen, Virgin Mary, and Andrew,
46. Hatfield EeverOl, P.
47. Hayles, A.......................................... Mary.
48. Heddington, P.................................. Mary, Catharine, and All Saints,
.,
49. Hexham, P........................................ Andrew.-:
50. Hicham Ferrers, C.
.............. Mary, Thos. a Beckst, and Edw. Confessoh
51. Holland, -P........................................ Thomas a Beoket.
52. Holm Cultram, A............................. Mary;
53. Pfowdem C. ...
...
...
... Peter:
54. Hull, P.'C. ...
...
...
... Holy Trinity.
55. Hurley, P .......................................... Mary.
£6, Jltbrd. 1'. ...
: , ...
... Mary Magdalen and Thomas a*Becket.
57. Irtllngborough, .C.....
...
... Peter.
58. Jarrow,.A. ...
■ ...
... Paul.
.............. Margaret; 7
59. King’s Lyun, P..........
60. Kirkley Beler, P. .......................... Peter; ’
61. Lanercost, P.
...
...
... Mary Magdalen.
.
62. Ledbury, C;
....
............... . Michael,,
63. Leominster, P. C................. .
... Peter and Paul.
64. London) P.
...
... .
Bartholomew, Smithfield.
65.
„
A .G
..............
... Peter, Westminster Abbeys
66.
„
P.
.......................... Mary Overye tod.Savibiir, Southwark.
67.
„
P.
.......................... Augustine, Austin Friars.
68. Maidstone, C.
........................ . Ail Saints..;.;
69. Malmesbury, A. ...
...
... Aldelm arwi Michaei. ..
70: Mhlpas' (Monmouthshire), P.
... Mary.
71, Malton (Old), P ................................ Mary.
72. i Malvern, P........................................ Mary and Michael. •73. Marriek, P, N;
...■ .... Andrew. .
74. Milton (Dorset), A.
...
'
Mary, Michael, Samson, and Branwalader.
75. Minster (Kent), P..................... ... Mary and. Sexburg. .
76. Minster Lovel.(Oxon), P................. Kenelm.
77. Monmouth, P .
... '
... Mary.
78. Nuneaton (Rebuilt), A.N................
79. Ottery, C. ...
...
•..............
8<J. Qyingtbn (Northumberland) P. ...
81. Oxford, C. . ....................................
82.
„
G : ..............
...
...
83.
„
C, ...
...
...
...
84. Penwortham, P.
...
... t ....
85;, Pershoi‘0, A.
...
...
...
86.' Roinsey, A. ■N.
:..........................
87. Rosedale, P. N.
...
...
.,
88. Roystnu, t ' . ..........................
...
89i St-* Bees, P.........................................
90. St. Germans) P.................................
91, Salisbury, Cl
/...
A ....
92i vSiffEbproiigli,, ,P,
...
....
....
93; Selby, A.
..V .;.
94. •Scmperingham, P. ...
....r 'A'X(

Mary and Edward.
A j •,
Mary.
Benet, now Worcester College Chapel.
Bernard; now St. John's College .Chapel.
Trinity &Cuthbert, nowTrin, Coll. Chapel.
Mary.
Holy Gross, Mary, and Edburg,
Mary, ■ '
‘
Mary and Lawrence
!John.Baptist and Tboiiisas a Becked ’
Bega.:
German. ‘
Edmund.
Mary.
- ■ , i,1v - . A. *
Mary' and German- .
Mary.

No. 10. Bolton Priory is generally called the ‘Albey,' from -its far-famed
picture, ‘In the Olden Time.’
No..l2.yBbxgrove had a ring of eight formerly, hut these were destroyed by
fire, and one.put up in 1674, F, about 20 cwt., by William Bldridge:,
No, 33. East Dereham.—The ring is in a detached tower to the N. West; the
Sanctus on the rOof of the Lantern tower.
No. 40. Elstow.—This ring is also .in a detached tower to the N. West. Jphu
Bunyan used to ring here ; the fourth bell is called by his name; they all remain
as in his time) none hayeiheen.rficast,
No. 62, Ledbury.—The ring is in a detached tower.
No; .69/ jMalmesbiify.—Tliis ring is 'also in a detached towbr," sb,me 200 yards to
the.S. West of the church. This tower belonged to St. Paul's parish ehurch (now
destroyed). The Minster towers have long since fallen. There were formerly ten
bells in the Central and two hi the W: tower.
No. 7'2. Malvern.—There were formerly three more bells, but they were removed
many years since to St, Saviour’s, London. (No. 66); they do not now exist. ,
■ No, 78. Ntrneaton was for many years a ruin ; rebuilt 1876.
No, 79. Ottery.i—There are two. towers .(as; at Exet.er>Gdthedral) (On. the .ia-Misept
ends—the. ring of six is now: in the scnith tower. There were formerly twp rings,
viz. four bells ih eacKtower.
No, 97- Shrewsbury;—1The.ring!is ih tlie west towet, the ceiltre havingfelleii/
There were formerly two rings, viz. five bells in- each tower.
No. 109. Trentham.—^Formerly a ring of six,:but sold, 1767, tb'Wblsthhtoh
parish church. Now the: one hell is :in a. detached:tower some distance from the
church, the other side of the highway.
Canterbury, Exeter, Lincoln, and Wells Cathedrals:fonheily had 'd'ouhle'rfhgi,
as Ottery and Shrewsbury above.
In addition to the list given there exists -a detached tower, formerly belonging
to Bury St. ‘Edmunds’ Abbey, how fbrhiing a belfry to St. James’ parish chttrch ;
it contains a ring of ten hells.

‘

Also at Eyesham. The detached tow^of the Minster remains used .as a belfry
for St. Leonard and St, Lawtence churches, which stand in one enclosure: it'has a
ring of eight bells, .

Saints to whomdedicated.
Minster at
95. Sherborne, A!
............
... Mary.
96. Shirburn (Durham), P................ Christ.
97- Shrewsbury,.A.. ...
...
... Holy Cross, Peter, and Paul.
Paulinus.
98. Southwell, C. ...
............g
99. Stafford, ICa ............................ . Mary.
100; Stake Courcy; B, li’xSi .......... , Andrew. 101. Stone, Staffordshire,-(Rebuilt), P. Michael;
102. Stratford-on-Avon, C................. Holy Trinity.
Andrew. ■
103. Swavesey, P.
Mary. 104. Tewkesbury, A.
Mary and liololph.,. ,
105. Thorney, A.
Mary.
106.. Tiltey, P. ...
John.
107. Tisbury, P. N.
Bartholomew.
108.. Tonge, C.
:
Mary and. All Saints,; .
109. Trentham (Rebuilt)
Mary. r’
HO! Tutbury, P. ’
Mary. 1
111. Hske, P. N. ■’
Holy Cross,; Hjolyi Trinity,, and Lawrence.
112. Waltham, A.
Mary. *
113. Wareham, P.
Mary.
114. Warwick:, C. !
■jably Trinity.
115. Wenslow, C.
(Westminster, see London, No. 65.)
116. Wimborne, U. and N,’ ............ Chthberga. ■'
... S't. Cross.' i: ' h : • ■'
■
117. Winchester, H. ...
118.
)"Windsor, C.... .George, Mary, and Edward,; King and Confessor.
... Peter and Mary.
119. Wolverhampton, C, i
... Mdry.
.
.120. Woodbridge, Pi "...
... Mary and Cuthbert. ; 1
121. Worksop, P.
...
. Mary and Alban. 122. Wymondham, P. ...
.... Nicholas.
123.. Yarmouth (Great); P.
... Ilplv Trinity.
124. York, P. ...
...
: WALES. .
. 1, Brecph) P.................................. John and Holy/Cross.. ,
' 2. Clynoek; 'C.
■ ............
Beuno.
. 3/ Kidwelly,'P.
.............. 1... Mary.
.
4. Pembroke, P.
..................... John and Nicholas.
5.
„
P.
...
...
... Daniel, now a Nonconformist Chapel.
6. Penmon, P.
............ , ... Mary and Siriol, aliccs Syrian.
7. Wrexham, C.. ,li
... . ... Giles..' k
SOdTLANl).
1. Dunfermline) As ...'
Margaret, the Westraimster Abbey pfiScotlajja.
2; ■Jedbntgh,P....................... Mary.
3. Kelso, A. ... Mary and John. Was a Minster till 177T, now entirely disnsed.
4. Melrose, A................................ Mary.
,5. Paisley, A................................. James, Milbiu’ga, and Mirinus,,
1 6.; Bofth, C....................................John.
‘ 7, Slirlmg, P.....
...
...
... A
IRELAND.
The only Monastic'Buiiiiings now used as places of worship are portions
of —
Adare, F............. Co-Limerick I Grey, A............... Co. Kildare.
. Clare, A............... „ Galway. | Multifarnham,.A.
,, Meath, )/(
Howth Abbey is in ruins, but its bells are'at Howth Castle. 1 am unable
to hnd; .the .dedications of.any Minsters in Ireland.
■
THE , BELLS.
Rings*of Twelve.—C irencester;-L ondon, S t. Saviour's.
1
Rings of,Ten,—Bristol,.St./^Jam es; M aidstone; W arw ick; W olverham pton

(2); W rex h am ; Great, Yarm outh.
Rings’o f E iglit.—Beverley. (1); B odm in; B o lto n ; B u rto n -o n -T r e n t;
C hepstow ; C hristchurch, Tw yneham ; 'C red ito n ; D ereham (1) ; Ddrehester,
lOxon; D unstable (1); D u n ster; Ecclesfleld-((1.); Folkestone; H exham .(dee
Church Bells, 12th F eb.' I 876, page 126); H ow den; Hull;,.King?s L ynn.;
L edbury ;, L eom insW r. (1); Oxford, St. J o h n ’s qoHegn: Perpniw e; Roms'ey ;
St. B ees; S carborough; S elby; Sherborne .(2); Shrew sbury; Southwell’;
Stafford (1); Tew kesbury J -W a lth a m ; W areham ; W im bom e (2); W indsor;
Woodbridge.
■
Rings of Six—A xm inster ; B rec o n ; B ro m y a rd ; Cadbury ; H igham
F errers (1); London, W estm inster Abbey ;(2); M alv ern (l); O ttery;. R oyston;
St. G erm an’s ;■ Salisbury, St. E d m u n d ; S to n e; Stoke Courey.; Swavesey';
.T isb u ry ; Tonge (2 ); TTsk’e ; Worksop,
i Rings of Five.— C anyngton ; Crowland ; E ls to w ; H eddington ; London,
St. Bartholom ew, S m ithfield; M alm esbury ; M ilton (D orset); M inster (K ent);
.N uneaton; T u th u ry ; W ym ondham (1).
.
Pour Bells.— C artm e l; plovelly, ■
,
TlirM’Bells.—A bergavenny; B ridlington; Cogges; F airw ell; 'Grey; M inster
■Lovel; Ovingtpn.
Two Bells. — Cambridge, S t, B hadegunds;: H olm : C u ltra m ; Jarroiw;
'M alpas ; W inchester, St. Cross,. ,
,

One- ,Brell,—Bjnham ; BoxOToye ; Dunmow Parva; Hatfield-Peverel;
Lanercbst; London; Austinfriars ; Thorpey; Tiitby.; Trentham.

'
b. A.,
M; , , i’ ■■ .'.NOTES,: ■
, , Those marked tliu s(l).are hells, extra ^o,the ring. Those.omitted I; have )(bt
y e t found but.
A, Abbey; C, ■Collegiate C hurch; F, Friary; II, H ospital; N, N unnery;
T , Priory. Minsters now in ruins ai-e excluded from the list.
.
Where only ‘ John ’ is given as a dedication, it Is the Evangelist, not the Baptist.
' I t is remarkable th at so, few.of.the churches are dedicated tp the National Saints.
'
St. George only appears at No; 37 and 118. St. David does not appear at a lii
'
St.' Aiijlrewionly appears at-Nos.. 49, 73, I01-, 103, and' not once .in Scotland.
■ St.; Patrick does not appear unless some of the Irish Minsters are so decHqatea.
Tlns.-Temark will apply equally’foThe Cathedrals f gee'formCr liSts attnded'to a t
head of'tiiis article.
.
. . .
I ... .

Of the Minster Ruins—Glastonbury had six in the central tower and five in the
clock tower in 1303'; and at the survey at-the Dissolution, 7 Sbpt. 1548, ) therd
remained in tire great, tower viij very grete and in the .Church yerd iij most huge ,; ’
Earls Coin had fives; Derley had six ; Ivinghoe had Three, of whicK. oine, went to
Nettledeii (Chapel; Wenlock had three, which went to Wolverhampton' in IfrlO;
Dieulacreahad six ; and. one of the belklof Valle:Crucis Abbey, JJenhigbshire, is
now at Baachureh, Salop, and forms thqrsecond pf rthe ;iing of four. .Stanerdale
Priory (3 miles east of Wmcantofi; Somerset.) is in ruins, but. in 1791 one bell still
remaijied in its torret..
Additions to my last article, Church Bells,. 16th March, 1878, p. 171
• Adelaide Cathedral is dedicated to, §t, Peter.
Newfoumlland is dedicated to St. John.,
From the rings of fen toke away Durham.
To the rings of eight add Durham and Brisbane,
In the list of churches with two! bells, read, ‘Truro (4).’ They are quarter
bells put up by C. tod G. Mears, 1851. :
In .conclusion I beg to thank Mr. G. J. Clarkson for his correction about
Durham Cathedral on page 183 of Church Bells for 23rd March, 1878- j
Bath, July, 1878.
J no. H abkis, C.E.
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D E D IC A T IO N

OF T H E B E L L S
C A T H E D R A L.

OF ST, P A U L ’S

B y tlie time these lines are in the reader's hands the hells of St. Paul’s
Cathedral m il, God willing, have been dedicated to their holy uses with a
special service, of which the following outline will have a special interest for
our readers. When the Bishop and clergy have taken their places in the
belfry, the Bishop, or in his absence the Bean, will commence the office by
the invitatory, ‘ 0 Lord, open Thou our lips,’ and after several versicles and
the Gloria P atri, the choir will sing Psalms cxxx., lxvii., xxix., and cl. The
service will then proceed with the Lord’s Prayer and the following special
versicles, responses, and prayers :—
V. O Lord, show Thy mercy upon us.
R. And grant us Thy salvation.
V. Sing we merrily unto God our strength.
R. Make a cheerful noise unto the God of Jacob.
V . 0 praise God in His holiness.

R. Praise Him in the firmament of His power.
V. Praise Him upon the well-tuned cymbals.
R. Praise Him upon the loud cymbals.
V. I was glad when they said unto me,
R. We will go into the House of the Lord.
O Everlasting God, Whom no man hath seen at any time, although Thou
dost speak to the souls of men through the things that Thou hast made ;
receive, we beseech Thee, these Bells which axe offered by Thy people for the
service of Thy Holy Church, and bless them to the spiritual well-being of Thy
servants, that they may remind us of Thy presence in life and in death. Bo
Thou mercifully visit our souls with solemn and holy thoughts; sanctify our
trials and sorrows ; brighten and chasten our joys; so that amid the changes
of this mortal life, we may in heart and mind ever dwell with Thee, and may
at the last enter into Thy Eternal rest through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
with Thee and the Holy Ghost, liveth and reignetk, ever one God, world
without end. Amen.
0 Lord, Who by Thy servant Moses didst order that silver trumpets should
he sounded at the time of sacrifice, to the end that Thy people Israel might
be drawn to worship T hee; grant, we beseech Thee, that we who have been
redeemed by the Blood of Thy only-begotten Son, may joyfully obey the call
to meet together in Thy Holy Church, to render thanks for the great benefits
which we have received at Thy hands, to set forth Thy most worthy praise, to
hear Thy most holy Word, and to ask those things which are requisite and
necessary, as well for the body as the soul. Grant this, O Father, for Jesus
Christ’s sake, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen.
Grant, 0 Lord, that all they who with their outward ears shall hear the
sound of these Bells, may be moved inwardly in their spirits, and draw nigh
unto Thee, the God of their salvation, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Grant, 0 Lord, that whosoever, by reason of sickness or any other
necessity, shall be hindered from coming into the House of the Lord, may,
when he hears these Bells, in heart and mind ascend to Thee, and find with
Thee peace and eomfort, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Grant, O Lord, that alb they who minister to Thy service in soundingthese Bells, may he filled with all reverence and godly fear, and may be mind
ful ever of the sacredness of Thy house, putting away all idle thoughts and
light behaviour, and continuing in holiness of life, so that they may stand
with those who praise Thee evermore in the heavenly Jerusalem, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The hymn, ‘When morning gilds the skies,* will then be.sung, followed by
the Collect for St, Paul’s Bay, and the service will be closed by the Blessing.
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T he new ring of eight bells presented to Llandaff Cathedral as a memorial
of Dean Williams has been opened with a special service. After a lesson,
read by the Dean, Dr. Vaughan, the choir, accompanied by the Bishop and
the cathedral clergy, walked in procession to the ringing chamber. The
special office said by the Bishop was the same that was used at St. Paul’s on
All Saints’ Day. The hymn, ‘ When morning gilds the sky,’ was sung in the
belfry, and on the return of the procession to the vestry the hymn, ‘ Christ is
our Corner-stone.’ The Dean said the collect for All Saints’ Day, and the
Bishop gave the Blessing.
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The P assing Bell.
Sib,—1. Do any of your readers know of a parish where it is the custom to
use the ‘ Passing Bell ’ legitimately for its purpose of inviting parishioners
to pray for a supposed dying brother or sister? 2. Or of any place where a
short peal is rung soon after” death, and immediately before and after the
funeral ? 8. Or of any new church where these ancient and Christian-like
customs have been introduced of late years ? It would be very useful to
know the names of any parishes wherein these customs exist.
The Bishop of Peterborough used the term ‘ Passing Bell ’ lately in a
manner which almost intimated the prevalence of this custom within his
knowledge, and perhaps his diocese. I believe the custom has never ceased in
some few parishes in England, but cannot recollect where it is so.
G. V.
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T H E PR O P E R U SE OF BELLS IN O UR CHURCHES.
T h e archaeologist and campanologist find much pleasure in
researches concerning Bells, and Dr. Raven of G reat Y arm outh
(no m ean archaeologist) and Mr. Thom as N orth of Leicester have
done very much, together w ith o ther gentlem en of learning and
research, to publish m any things of in terest and profit in connexion
w ith th e bells of our churches, which m ight otherwise have been little
known, and possibly entirely forgotten. A ll this is well, and
m uch to be commended : b u t th e tim e has surely now arrived
for th e consideration of th e exclusively proper use of church bells.
I t is believed th a t not a few Church-folk would regard th e ir entire
rem oval w ith d e lig h t; nor can th is be w ondered at, w hen it is
considered to w hat purposes they are often applied. There is, it
is tru e , a great im provem ent in th is particular, since an effort was
made some years ago in th e rig h t direction touching th e m anage
m ent of bells in church steeples j h u t th ey stijl cause a terrible
annoyance in m any places. F req u en t ‘ practices ’ are a positive
nuisance to neighbours who are compelled— headache or no head
ache, bu sy or a t leisure— to listen to th e noisy blunders w hich the
errors of a young aspirant are sure to commit, producing a jangling
w hich it is very distracting to be forced to listen to once or tw ice
every week. This, it has been stated, can be avoided by some sort
of practice on th e bells in such a m anner th a t no sound is created.
B u t w h at can well be more annoying and h eathenish th a n th e tolling
daily, for an hour or more, of a bell from th e day of a death u n til th e
day of a funeral ? Y et this is a very common custom still in m any
parishes, where, perhaps, th e fee of th e ringer has som ething to do
w ith its continuance, and where a certain idea pervades th e m ind of
an afflicted m ourner th a t th e act is one which testifies great respect
to th e mem ory of th e departed. I t sometimes happens th a t two or
more such persons are to be tolled f o r ; and th u s, for two to th re e
hours every morning, a bell is dism ally tolling, u n til th e burial
p u ts an end to th e proceeding. This is u tte rly m eaningless, and has
more of heathenism th a n C hristianity about it. I t cannot benefit
th e d e a d ; it cannot console th e b erea v ed ; it certainly does not
teach or in stru c t th e m ultitude, although i t m ay encourage m orbid
feelings in a few.
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See replies under 'Bells and Bell-Ringing' 10.799 6.xi.1880
and 10.815 13.xi.1880

The Passing Bell.
Sie ,—In reply to the queries of ‘ G. V.’,-—1. I do not think the Passing
Boll is now anywhere rung according to ancient practice. I can say that it
is not so rung in any single parish in five contiguous counties where I have,
during the past few years, made diligent inquiries into hell ‘ uses.’ 2. The
‘ one short peal ’ directed hy the Canon to he rung ‘ after the party’s death ’
is now represented by the knell—generally called the Passing Bell—rung on
one hell only, with the distinctive toll at its close to intimate the sex, and
sometimes the age, of the deceased. 2. (a) The ancient custom of chiming all
the hells as the funeral procession approaches the church is still observed in
a very few parishes known to me ; generally the simple tolling of the tenor
bell has superseded the more soothing and beautiful sound of the whole ring.
The ringing of a muffled peal after the funeral of a church officer—cleric or
lay—is not uncommon. 3. 1G. V.’ refers in another column (p. 769) to the
custom—which surely is confined to his own neighbourhood—of 1tolling daily,
for an hour or more, of a bell from the day of a death until the day of a
funeral.’ Where such a custom exists it should immediately be stopped by
the clergyman of the parish and his churchwardens, whose power over the
bells cannot be questioned. At Stamford the tolling of the so-called Passing
Bell or knell was abolished in 1872, and now the only notification of death is
given by sounding what were formerly the distinctive tolls at the end of the
knell according to sex, namely 3 x 3 for a male, or 3 x 2 for a female, re
peated ; and that on the tenor bell for adults, on the treble for children.
Whilst the excessive tolling mentioned by ‘ G. V. ’ is much to be depre
cated, perhaps the people of Stamford err in an opposite direction. If the
bell be rung (not tolled) for a period of, say, ten minutes, with a pause of
about thirty seconds between each stroke, the effect is very solemn, and
calculated to arrest the attention, and, even in the midst of business and the
pressing daily avocations of life, to solemnise, the thoughts, and call to mind
the transitory nature of merely earthly occupations. It may be doubted
whether the ringing of the Passing Bell can ever be restored according to
ancient usage: but such a ringing of the knell as I have pointed out may
well be insisted upon, using the tenor bell for adults and a smaller one for
children, and giving the tolls to denote the sex of the deceased at its close.
And now the churchyard is thrown open to all it is a fitting time to restore
the ‘ one other ’ short peal ‘ before the burial, and one other after the burial ’
(67th Canon), in cases where part of the Office is said within the church.
This would add much to the calm solemnity of the rites of Christian burial, and
would, I think, be specially acceptable at this time to Churchmen. Without
recommending its use at all times, the difficulty and expense of the attendance
of the ringers can lie avoided at funerals by the erection of an inexpensive
chiming apparatus, which can be as easily worked by the clerk or sexton as
the dismal ringing of a single bell.
T homas N orth, P.S.A.
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The p resen t system of to llin g a bell a t a funeral or a t a d eath is
contrary to th e C hurch’s regulations, and in d irect opposition to
th e intention for which bells were erected. T he rem edy would bo,
a re tu rn to th e observance of th e original intention. W h at is th is 1
So far as relates to th e death an d bu rial of any C hristian
Churchm an, th ere is no room for do u b t about th e tre atm en t of
bells, a tre atm en t a t once reasonable and Christianlike. Canon
67— after directing th e m inister to visit th e sick an d to in stru c t and
comfort th em in th e ir distress ‘ according to th e order of th e Com
m union Book if he be no preacher, or if he be a preacher th e n as
he th in k s convenient’— proceeds: ‘ A nd when any is passing o u t of
th is life a bell shall h e tolled, and th e m inister shall n o t th e n
slack to do his la st duty. A nd after th e p arty ’s death (if it so fall
out) th e re shall be ru n g no more b u t one sh o rt peal, and one
other before th e burial, and one other after th e burial.’ A ll which
is evidently based upon th e hopeful term s of th e Gospel. In th e
tim e of sickness and dissolution, one of C hrist’s m inisters is to do
his d u ty by a tim ely visit to th e departing brother. N ot this
alone. The whole parish, by a suitable and distinctive tolling of
th e bell, is to be inform ed th a t one of th e parishioners draw eth
nigh to th e gates of death. B u t ‘ th e Comm union of S ain ts’ being
believed in, th e whole of th e people are th u s w arned in order th a t
th ey m ay p ray for th e soul w hich is th o u g h t to be ‘passing o u t of
th is life.’ Can any th in g he so fitting an d proper as this 1 Of course
th ere m ight sometimes be a m istake, and it m ig h t ‘ fall Out’ th a t
th e sick one recovered. B u t w h at of th a t 1 Such prayers are n o t lost.
And who would n o t like to die w ith th e prayers of th e people to w aft
him into th e presence of th e Redeemer, ra th e r th a n th a t after his death
this tolling of th e bell should prove only a doleful clangor rolling
ou t its moan from th e old church tow er every day for an hour, at
per hour, w ith o u t th e slig h test benefit to any one except th e
ringer, who having ‘ clocked’ th e bell proceeds to strik e th e
ham m er against it, in a way w hich has cracked m any of th e b est
bells in th e steeples of England 1 I f th e tolling of th e bell were
restrained to th e one original and only purpose of asking th e prayers
of C hristians for a dying b ro th e r or sister, th is would indeed be to
use it for a precious and profitable object both for th e dying and
th e survivors. I t would soothe, and harm onise w ith, th e spirit of
m any a dying C hristian to be persuaded th a t th e m em bers of
C hrist were in terested in his w elfare; and it could n o t fail to
hallow and refine th e m inds of th e god1v to he often th u s b rought
to th in k of d eath in connexion w ith C hrist and C hrist’s Church.
I f it be u rg ed th a t w here a church contains b u t one bell
there can be b u t one sound, i t m ay be rem arked th a t th is is n o t
quite th e c a se ; b u t th a t by certain strokes given in different
ways, well known, upon th e hell, it is custom ary to proclaim
w hether th e person for whom th e hell is about to be to lled is an
elderly m an or ws>man, a boy or a girl. Of course this can precede
th e ‘ Passing B ell’ as readily as it precedes th e tolling w inch now'
takes place after death. Indeed th e b ell now tolled after d eath
is in reality th e ‘ Passing Bell,’ so used now as to save th e ringer
having to go a t all hours to ring, so used as to render th e object
nugatory, and (as practised in m any places) so used as to become
a very g reat annoyance to dwellers n ear th e church.

The Passing Bell,
. ■
.
Sin,—It iloes not appear that the ‘Passing Bell,’ rightly so called, is now
known to any of your readers. ‘G. V.’ advocates the revival of the practice,
and the Bishop of Peterborough speaks of it as if the custom actually existed.
I think with him, that it is (in theory) a beautiful and edifying custom; but
I -am at a loss to,conceive how it could be carried out, save, perhaps, in some
very compact little parishes, with the houses all near the church. For how
difficult it is in most cases to say when the soul is passing away, until a very
short time before death—too late, very often, to give notice even in such a
parish as I supposed above, and with the sexton ready at the beli-rope. True
that the 67th Canon seems to suppose that a mistake will sometimes he made
from the notice being given before the sick person is in articulo, from the
words, ‘After the party’s death, if it shall so fall out, there shall be rung no
more than one short peal; ’ and 1G. V.’ seems to think it would not matter if
the passing bell were tolled for one who after all recovered. Nor would it
matter inueh if the mistake was a great rarity. If it often occurred, however,
would it not do away with all the good? nay, would it not in some places
cause the whole tiling to be turned into ridicule ? While if notice were not
given until the sick person was actually in articulo mortis it would, as I said
before, be too late in most places for the bell to be tolled.
In answer to ‘ G. V.’s ’ inquiries as to places where the short peal is rang
soon after death, Ac., does he mean a peal rung in the technical sense of the
word ? I presume the word is not thus used in the Canon, but simply means
a bell tolled. This is usual after death, and this ‘ knell ’ is often called the
‘ passing bell.’ In this parish there is no bell -tolled on the day of death,
owing to so many of the houses being at a distance from the church. 'On the
morning of the day of burial, each bell (of a ring of eight) is struck three
times for a man and twice for a woman. The tenor is t,filed two or three
times during the day, and half an hour before the burial, and is again struck
somewhat quickly for five minutes after the funeral is over.
Bislwps Cannings, Wilts.
'
C. W. H ony.

Published: 13.xi.1880

The Passing Bell,
Sih,—In answer to 1G. V.’s’ inquiries, I beg to state that the Passing Bell
is rung in Nuneaton after death takes place. The bells are eight in number.
For a male person, each bell strikes three times ; for a female, twice; for a
young child it rings on the 6 th ; for a single young person on the 7th; and for
a married person on the tenor.
J ohn Waeeen.
Sib ,—The ‘ knell ’ is still called the ‘ passing bell,’ because once it was the
passing bell. It is not difficult to see how readily it was found more con
venient to unite the 1knell ’ with the 1short peal ’ ordered by the Canon, or
to make the knell the substitute for the peal. Is there any probability that
the Passing Bell would often be tolled needlessly ? Or if it proved that the
supposed^ dying man survived, is there really much fear of ridicule ? I have
prayed with supposed dying people. I have known a certificated experienced
nurse say that death would ensue immediately; I have known a household
believe a patient to he dying; I have known the patient announce the cer
tainty of dissolution, and say farewell to all; and I have known the prayers
provided by the Church, and many more prayers, offered on such occasions.
It does not occur to me that there is anything out of place in all this, or any
thing ridiculous in praying for a supposed dying person, even it turn out that
the supposed dying person recover. And if so, the danger of ridicule in
calling others to pray for a supposed dying person is not very great. And
even if ridicule ensued, does any hearty believer in the power of
Christianity expect in this unbelieving age to escape it ? As to the prayers
put up on such occasions, prayers are never lost; at least so I believe. It is
not likely the Canon meant by 1peal,’ what is now understood by ‘ ringing,’
which would have involved a collecting of the ringers and the raising of the
hells. And the fact that many steeples contain but one, two, or three bells,
shows this. Moreover, I find no quotation or user of the word ‘ peal ’ which
implied that it means more than an using hells to create sounds. There is
little meaning in the dismal wail of a hell for an hour or more after the
death of any one. There is much meaning and beauty in the Church’s old
plans, and it is well worthy of consideration whether this be not the time
to renew them in all their meaning and Christian-like intention.
G. V.

T h e Dean a n d Chapter of St. Paul’s are making an effort to provide the
cathedral of our metropolis with a large hell; and Canon Gregory, writing on
the subject, s a y s :— ■A few years since a peal was procured, chiefly by the
liberality of the City and the City Companies, and we are now anxious to
perfect what was then done. The bell which, by a singular misnomer, is now
called the Big Bell of St. Paul’s is in reality of little more than 5 tons weight.
We are anxious that the cathedral should have a really big bell —say of
12 tons or thereabouts. Such a bell is found in many of the chief cathedrals
on the Continent. Thus at Ohnutz there is a hell which weighs nearly
18 to n s; at Yienna there is one almost as heavy; at Sens the great bell
weighs io to n s; at Notre Dame, Paris, nearly 13 tons ; at Magdeburg, the
same weight; at Cologne and Amiens, 11 tons ; at St. Peter’s, Rome, 8 tons ;
while in England we find a bell at York which weighs nearly 11 tons, and one
at Westminster of more than 131 tons. It is our desire that St. Paul’s, occu
pying the position it does of the cathedral of the richest city in the world,
should have its hell-tower as well furnished as is any other bell-tower; and
as it has been erected of sufficient size and strength to allow of such a bell
being added to those it already possesses, we only need the requisite funds to
secure this desirable addition to cur belfry. A bell of 12 tons would cost
about 2500/. Of this we have collected about one-half. The Dean and
Chapter would themselves contribute 500/.; Canon Liddon, 100/.; Canon
Gregory, 20/.; the Merchant Taylors’ and the Mercers' Companies, 105/.
each; the Clothworkers’, the Grocers’, and the Fishmongers' Companies,
100/. each; the Stationers’ Company, 52/. 10*.; the Salters’ Company, 50/.;
the Wax Chandlers’ Company, 25/.; Messrs. Hoare, 50/.; Dr. Stainer, 51.
We should be greatly obliged if any of your readers would assist us in realis
ing our wish and enable us to order the new hell at once, and so place St.
Paul’s, in the matter of hells, in as favourable a position as are the cathedrals
I have named, I shall thankfully receive any contributions sent to me for
the purpose.’
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Reply to letter published in 'Bells and Bell-Ringing' 10.799
6.xi.1880
The U se of Church Bells.
SiB,—Really, my friend ‘ Campana ’ rings out too sharply against my
Comment! He seems to have forgotten that, when writing about bells, I
wrote of the abuse of them in regard to the dying, the dead, and the burial
of the dead. But I said nothing against their proper use on times of festive,
acred joy, or their improper use at elections, Ac. I stick to my text, and I
Repeat that the abuse of our bells in matters relating to the dying, the dead,

and the burial of the dead, demands reform in many places, and that this is
the very epoch for- such reform. As to 1noiseless practice,’ I merely quoted
from memory what I read lately in a book of counsel to ringers ; and
‘joyously hoped’ it was good practical advice, which would soothe aching
heads where the sounds of tyros in the ringing-chamber had nearly driven
them wild! Perhaps the hook is wrong ? Perhaps 1Campana ? ’
P.S.—Robert Herrick, in his strange mixture of much that is lovely with
something that is quaint an d a little that is ludicrous, quite sustains the idea
of the true use of the Passing Bell, as he says,—
*When the passing bell doth toll,
And the furies in a shoal
Ofm-.e *.ofright my parting soul.
Sweet Spirit, comfort me I1
He died in a.d . 1674G. Y.
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A Voice from Dunedin, N.Z.
Sib,—I desire to acknowledge through your paper the receipt of copies,
which have been forwarded to me unsolicited by some kind friend whose
acquaintance I should like to make, for the sake of tendering my many
thanks. Out in the colony we value any papers from home, and especially
those which are organs of our own beloved Church. Your paper reminds
one of old times. Those who have a great love for the sound of the old
church bells at home, miss them very much in the colony. We have not, as
yet, a ring of bells in the city of Dunedin; nor can we boast of having a
thorough good hell in any of our churches belonging to the English Com
munion, save at Port Chalmers, where we have three very nice bells, though
small. The Church of St. John the Evangelist, of which I am incumbent,

has been recently erected on the'hill-top just above the city of Dunedin, in
the suburb of Roslyn. At present we have a very small bell. Would any of
your readers, who are doubtless lovers of church hells, assist us in procuring a
good-sounding tenor bell ? It would be a great boon to us and to the neigh
bourhood. The church is situated quite on the ridge of the hill, with a
thickly populated valley on either side, and. could not be better for sound.
My good people have done, and are doing, much for their church ; hut unless
we can move the hearts of kind friends to help us, we must-wait a long time
for a suitable hell to call us to the House of God. R, Algebnon Kibkham .
St. John’s Parsonage, Roslyn, Dunedin, N.Z.

About two o’clock on Good Friday morning the inhabitants of that part
of Chester near the ancient cathedral church of St. John were, roused by the
crash of falling masonry and the clanging of bells. Half of the venerable
tower of St. John’s Church,' 150 feet high, which was a landmark for the
surrounding country, had fallen, and with it had come several of the bells.
An immense eraek, which had extended from the summit to the base for
years past, had, after the rigour of the past winter, opened more widely, and
the whole tower had given such signs of insecurity that the authorities of the
church had taken steps to repair it'. These precautions, however, came too
late, for on the north side the tower was then evidently giving way, and was
pronounced unsafe by the builder engaged on the work. The church itself
and the abbey adjoining date from Saxon times, and the tower, built of the
red sandstone of the district, in the Early English style of architecture, was
one of its most beautiful features. In the tower was a ring of eight bells, the
most melodious in the city, and five of these lie buried in the ruins, while the
other three remain suspended in the belfry by the most slender support.
Fortunately no lives have been lost, and the body of the church has not
suffered exeept to a slight extent, the tower being isolated from it. The most
serious loss is the entire destruction of a very massive and beautiful Early
English porch and gateway. The half of the tower which is stiff standing is
in a very precarious state. Another fall from the ruins of the tower took
place on Tuesday, and there is no doubt that the rest of the tower will come
down during the first gale of wind, bringing the rest of the magnificent ring of
hells with it. The urgency of dealing with the ruins is so great that the
matter has been discussed by the parishioners. The Vicar said the
foundation was utterly had, as it did not go down to the solid rock, and
he feared it would be necessary to pull the tower entirely down, and,
if the funds could he obtained, to rebuild it. Great regret was expressed
at the prospect of this ancient and picturesque landmark being swept
away. A proposition was made that, on antiquarian and architectural
grounds, an appeal should he made to the whole country for funds to
rebuild the tower.

S teps are at once to he taken to remove the unsafe portion of the tower
of St. John’s, Chester, and to restore the structure so that use may be made
of the fine set of bells which are hnng in it. A resolution to this effect was
adopted on Monday at a meeting of the citizens of Chester, presided over by
the Mayor, and attended by the Bishop. The Bishop remarked that the
citizens might be excused if they felt that they had good ground for complaint
against the past generation, for if the past generation had not been guilty of
extraordinary negligence they would not be now in their present perplexed
condition. The tower was known long ago to need alteration, for twenty
years since the ringing of the hells was stopped. Subscriptions to the amount
of 450/. were offered in the room, the Bishop and the Mayor promising 100/.
each.

Published: 23.iv.1881

Published: 4.xii.1880

Published: 7.v.1881
B ells and B ell -binging .— ‘ J. M.’ Bends us a lengthy grumble because
we devote a page and a half weekly (about an eighth of our space) to 1Bells
and Bell-ringing,’ and he asks, ‘ Does any human being read or feel any
interest in these hieroglyphics ? ’ IVe have often had to reply to such grumbles
before, and we admit that they are reasonable from any gentleman who
knows nothing of Change-ringing, or from any cleric whose fate it is to invite
his people to church by the depressing ding-dong of a single hell. But from
inquiries we made some years ago, we are able to reply to ‘ J. M.’ that we
believe that quite an eighth of our subscribers take Church Bells for the sake
of the hieroglyphics he dislikes, and care nothing for many other parts of the
paper. Indeed, we pride ourselves ou having done good service by our ‘ Bells
and Bell-ringing ’ page. The belfry in many parish churches with fine rings
of bells was a part of the church in which the parson never set his foot, but
which was held to be the special chamber of certain old men, not always of
high reputation, who resented any interference with their proceedings in the
belfry, where they had their beer, and who were to he seen on Sunday
morning slouching off, unwashed and unshaven, as the congregation whom
they had called to church were entering the sacred precincts. The ringers of
the old school generally met at some public-house adjacent to 'the church,
and reflected no great credit on the Church by their style of conviviality. If
they were scienced enough to ring a peal, they reported their achievement,
as a kind of sporting event, in the columns of Bell’s Life. The pige
about which ‘ J. M.’ grumbles has done much to change this, and has edu
cated a new race of ringers, who are regarded by their clergy as being as iruly
Church-workers as are the choirmen ; the belfry is as pleasant to visit es the
vestry, and the triumphs of these ringers are amongst the paragraphs ofwliich
‘ J. M.’ would fain get rid, and relegate them to some sporting contemporary.
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An Appeal for Rehanging a R ing of Bells.
Sir,—Will you kindly permit me through your columns to ask for help
towards paying the cost of rehanging the bells of Hedon Church ? The
tower will be restored this summer, and as this will tax to the uttermost local
resources I venture to appeal to a wider circle on behalf of the most necessary
work of rehanging the bells and repairing the chimes. About 7001. has been
spent in restoring the church, an engraving of which appeared in your paper
some time ago. The tower contains six hells, which are accounted one of the
best rings' in the East Riding of Yorkshire. The complete work, including
rehanging the bells and repairing the chimes, will cost between 501. and 601.
The Rev. C. E. Camidge, of Thirsk, and formerly Vicar of Hedon, has
expressed his great pleasure at hearing of the rehanging, which, he says, ‘ was
very much wanted.’ He has himself contributed 51. An application has
recently been made to Sir Edmund Beckett for a faculty to restore the tower.
He asked if we were not intending to rehang the bells, and I told him in
answer that I have undertaken the work. I appeal to all lovers of bells to
help me, and shall be glad to acknowledge any sum, however small, sent to
me for this object (Money Order Office at Hedon).
Hedon Vicaraget Hull.
H. L. Clarke, Vicar of Hedon.
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Christ Church, Zanzibar.—A R ing of Bells.
Sir ,—May I venture to call the attention of your readers to a want in
connexion with the Universities Mission to Central Africa? I think that Church
Belle will be the best medium for making the want known to Churchmen.
Your readers are doubtless aware that a noble church is now built upon the
site of the old slave^market in Zanzibar, and that the offering of daily prayer
and frequent communion arises to "the throne of God from the very spot
where, less than twelve years ago, the degrading horrors of the slave-auetion
cried out to Him for vengeance. It was on Christmas Day, 1873, that the
first stone was laid, and on Christmas Day, 1880, full and hearty services
were held within its walla, though it was some months later before the ex
terior of the building was finished. Let mehasten to. add, that not a penny
of the Mission Funds has been spent upon any part of the church. It has
been wholly raised hy special gifts. Indeed it may be ealled the child of the
Day of Intercession for Missions, 1872. The Rev. A. N. West, of Bucking
ham, gave himself soon afterwards to the work of the Mission, purchased the site
of the slave-market, and gave largely towards the cost, before his death on
Christmas Day, 1874. It has since been completed as in some way a.Memorial
Church for those who have passed away in the service of the Mission. I may
also mention, that while in 1873 the British Consul-General, fearing a distur
bance on the part of the Mahometans, desired that the service at the laying
of the first stone should be. of as private a character as possible, the church
has proved to be, on the contrary, an object of constant interest to many of
the Arab papulation, who held Bishop Steere in the greatest respeet and es
teem. The Sultan has himself presented a dock for the tower. And the
mention of the tower brings mo to the want as to which I am writing. Can
the church be considered complete without its ring of bells ? There are, how
ever, no funds left for them, Indeed, money is still required for some of the
internal fittings. Would not a Clmrch Reds fund to furnish such a ring be a
happy contribution on the part of your subscribers and readers to the Slavemarket Church ? The Bishop desires a ripg of a special character, Ha is
very anxious for bells which will maka mum with little noisj, His words are,
‘ The chime of bells (eartUon fashion) may, I hope, be possible. The plan of
the tower-stage is this i six feet square inside, with twelve openings, fourteen
inches hy six feet. I think we might have twenty small bells set ip these
openings, to^be played from a-sort of keyboard in the centre. Twelve, notes,
with the accidentals, complete, would enable \is to play almost any melody.
Large bells we are better without.’ Will your readers suggest what sine the
bells should run ? Can anybody say what they are likely to cost ? All sug
gestions and contributions will be gladly received by the Rev. W. Foxley
Norris, Rectory, Witney, Treasurer of the tSlave-warket Church Fund, or by me,
Little Comhertoji, Pet-shore.
E. S. L owndes.

TOW N AND COUNTRY CHURCH BELLS.
B y ‘T he Sherwood F orester.’
Did you ever distinguish the different effects on the sense—I had almost
said on the soul —of urban and rural campanology? How remarkably do
they illustrate the law of the association of ideas, as well as the kinship
between sense and. thought! One of my earliest memories is of the 1dingdong-bell ’ of my native village church on a calm, grey Sunday; and of the
‘ shout’ of the big tenor across the wide landscape as it now and then swung
out singly on particular occasions. All over wide England I have heard
church bells since then, but those of my native place sound in the halls of
memory distinct from all. How widely different from the ‘ ting-tang-ting ’
and the deep ‘ dong-dong-dong ’ in the minor key, of the two next parishes !
And then the solemn calls from spires and old towers, remote yet well seen,
in the wide surrounding landscapes! I could stand on one spot and tell by
the sound alone from which of nine distinguishable churches it came. Now
the slow1one—one—one,’ and nowthe livelier peal or lowlier chime, illustrating
Lord John Manners’ words,
‘ Upon tlie breeze the hallow'd sound
Of Sunday bells is borne- That sound which ne’er a Christian hears,
And hearing feels forlorn. ’
There are very few towns of any importance without a good ring of bells,
and some have many; but their music to me is sweeter if I am far in the
green country when listening to them—when all their wrangle and jangle is
softened by distance—than when in the hurrying crowd of the street. The
tones that in the country sound sacred, in the town sound secular, in com
parison, and make one realise Lord John’s idea the better. Nearly fifty
years ago, one of the greatest treats in my experience was to be, on a sunny
Sabbath afternoon, a few miles ont of York, and mark the lofty Minster
peering over all the scene, hearing the waves of melody brought near, then
carried afar, hy the gently varying breeze, till the hour had come for their
subsiding, when the landscape would be left apparently more silent than
before, and a sweet solemnity would steal over the soul. I felt very grateful
for the privilege of then and thus hearing those ten musical bells. What
then must it have been to me one evening, a few years later, to stand on the
city walls while the tower that contained them was all ablaze, and to hear,
ever and anon, one of the same bells falling with a loud, harsh crash among
the burning timbers below, and wakening a shower of fire-flakes, thick as
snow or the off-scatterings of a hundred rockets ? Dissenter though I had
been, it was impossible to avoid weeping.
Sometimes on a Christmas or a New-year’s Eve, when I have heard a
local ring of bells strike up, it has carried the mind away over all
Christendom, as the thought occurred that (making a little allowance for
longitude, of course) millions of bells were at once proclaiming to hundreds of
millions of people one joyous event. But most of all was I once struck on
the eastern side of London, as a very gentle air at midnight was breathing
from the west, and all the bells of all the metropolitan and suburban
churches were simultaneously ringing 1the old year out and new year in,’
with an effect words could never describe. I was at the instant ascending
the steps to the door of a friend at Kingsland, when the whole sky suddenly
became filled with that great aggregation of sound. Whatever may be our joy
on hearing the accustomed cheery or solemn peal of home church bells, it is
quite another thing to hear at once all the bells of all London, each bell
merging its tone in the universal sicoorn that mourns the death of the Old
Year ! The effect on the mind was most depressing. It sounded not at all
artieularly as each bell flung forth its call, but more like what one might
imagine of a universal dumb peal. I was glad when the New Year, with all
its hopes and promises, had set fairly in ; and the next day happening to be
Sunday, doubly glad, as I went with my friends to their metropolitan house
of God, that my old confreres would be similarly engaged in the remote
woodland villages of Sherwood Forest.
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T he Peal of Small Bells for Zanzibar.
Sir ,-—I am much obliged to:you for kindly inserting my letter about a
peal of bells for th e' Slave-market Church in Zanzibar in your number of
January 21st'. You have kindly allowed me to sound a note of inquiry for
information, and Of invitation for contributions. The latter has met with a
generous response. I have received (in addition to the 201. paid last year as
‘ A Thank Offering’) a kind gilt of 21.' ‘from one who loves to hear the
Sunday chimes.’ I trust that it is the first of many similar gifts. Could not
some leaders of ringers kindly get up small subscriptions of Is. or 6d. a-head,
so that the Clmrch Bells peal may he a real gift from, church bell-ringers to
the devoted -Bishop and Missionaries in Central Africa, whose work among
the relteased slaves is of so special a kind ? But I write also for information.
Can any of your readers inform'me where some very small bells are hung as
a peal, or for the purpose of being played upon ? I hear that there is one in
a Roman Catholic convent near Worcester. Canon Cattley will give me a
letter of introduction to the priest in charge. I should be glad to know of
others,-and the names of their founders or makers.
' E. S, L owndes.
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Mr. Langrishe and Irish Church Bells.
Sis,—In the letter of your Irish correspondent, published in Church Bells
of the 28th Jan., I am credited With having read a paper on ‘ Irish Church
Bells ’ at the Annual Meeting of the Arehasqlogieal Association of Ireland in
Kilkenny on the 4th ult., and with' having exhibited ‘ eastings ’ of several
bells. As I have been credited with more than I deserve, and as the use of
the word ‘ castings ’ might lead people to suppose that I had exhibited some
ancient Irish bells, I would crave your permission to say a few words in
explanation.
On a former occasion I had read a paper on the above subject, which has
since appeared in the Journal of the'Association for; April 1881, and I had
stated my intention of endeavouring to continue such notices until we had
got a record of all existing Irish hells of any antiquarian interest. As 1 had
not been able to collect all the necessary information for a seeond notice, I
merely made a few remarks to show how well founded I considered the
statement made, I think, by the Rev. H. T. Ellaeombe in one of his works
on bells, that Roger Purdue of Salisbury had cast the bells for St. Caniee’s
Cathedral, Kilkenny, in 1674-5, from the same patterns which he had used
for moulding the hells at Limerick, in 1673, and I exhibited ‘ rubbings ’ of
the inscriptions on the four old bells of the present ring of eight in §t.
Mary’s Cathedral, Limerick, the third and tenor of which, weighing
respectively about 7 -cwt. and 22 cwt., were cast by William and Roger
Purdue, and William Covey. The Kilkenny bells were recast in 1851, so we
can only now judge by the records of them in the history of St. Canice’s
Cathedral by the Rev. James Graves and J. G. A. Prim,.
R. L angrishe, Y.P., R.H.A.A.I.
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The Zanzibar Bells.
Sir ,—None who have watched-the work of the Universities Mission to
Central Africa will fail to rejoice at the announcement that Bishop Steere
wishes to have some hells in the tower, of his Cathedral, but few will, I think,
fail to regret the form his scheme has taken. We cannot but feel, in the first
place, that to send out to the cathedral church of an EpgUsh Mission a score
of such small bells as are proposed is a misrepresentation of English ideas
about bells, and, as such, likely to lessen the respect of many for the Mission,
both at home and in Zanzibar. It is stated as an objection to a ring of bells
that the Bishop does not wish to annoy the Mohammedan population, hut
any one who has lived near a carillon must know from sad experience that they
are far more objectionable than several rings of bells; and, moreover, it would
surely be the very extreme of annoyance to them to hear the hymn-tunes of
the religion which is endeavouring to supersede their own dinned into their
ears. I do not know the size of the tower, but I am certain that a tower that
will hold twenty small bells and all the machinery for playing tunes will
easily hold q light ring of six or, perhaps, even of eight bells : it is wonderful
in what a small space a ring of bells can he hung. Again, the cast of a light
ring of six bells would not be more than would be readily subscribed hy the
supporters of the Mission. Lastly, the ringing of the bells for service and on
other occasions would afford a healthy aqd enjoyable occupation for some of
the men and boys at the Mission; they could be easily taught to manage a
bell by the man who would in any case have tq go out to hang the bells, and
there is no reason why, before long, Zanzibar should not boast a party of
change-ringers equal to many in England : for, with the ringing societies that
exist at both our great Universities, clergy and others going to the Mission
have plenty of opportunities of learning enough about change-ringing to teach
a side when they get to Zanzibar. In ‘conclusion, I may add that I should
not have written the above had I not found that it represents the opinion of
nearly every one I have met who has heard of Bishop Steere’s scheme. I hope
that it may not be top Jaie for the Bishop to reconsider his scheme.
0.
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The Zanzibar Bells.
Sib,—I was very glacl to see ‘ C.’s ’ letter in your columns of the 10th nit,,
as it affords evidence of the hind interest which the proposed ring of bells for
the Slave-market Church has excited; but his advice comes a little late in
the day. It was in Clturrk Bells of the 12th of February last that I wrote,
asking for counsel on the m atter; 1C,’ writes on the 10th of June. Se
condly, the • tower ’ of the cathedral is really the clock-turret, in which the
Bishop has left an open chamber six feet square in area and about ten feet in
height, available for a bell-chamber. I t has on each of its four faces three
narrow, lancet openings, ‘ 0.’ would find it impossible to arrange his ‘ring
of six, perhaps even of eight bells,’ however ‘ light,’ with accommodation also
for the ringers, in a space so small.
Messrs. Warner came forward and offered generously to make, at their
own risk, a ring of small bells (two ootaves, with accidentals), to be played,
not by machinery, but by one or two pairs of hands on a keyboard. The op
portune arrival of Bishop Steere in England, when the smaller octave was
made, enabled him to arrange with them the exact method in which the
bells can best and most conveniently fill the space in the turret. The
Bishop was able also to test the sound and to express himself more than
pleased with their tone. What could we want more ? We are only too glad
to leave the decision as to their being adopted in his cathedral in the hands
of the tried leader of the Mission, who has happily triumphed over many far
greater mechanical—not to speak of moral and spiritual difficulties—in Zan
zibar and East Africa.
But if it be impossible to hang a real ring of bells in Christ Chureh, Zan
zibar, if tbe carillon—a good English one, not foreign—must educate the
native ear to long for the more perfect peal, I am happy to inform *C.’ that
the island of Zanzibar will be able in course of time to give every opportu
nity of showing ‘ true English ideas about church bells and change-ringers,’
as well as securing ‘ healthy and enjoyable occupation for the men and boys
of the Mission,’ who show an aptitude for change-ringing. In the church
now being built at Mbwene, the mission village (or town, as it will soon de
serve to be called), situate four miles from the city, the foundations of a true
tower have been laid, in which ample space will be found for the hanging of
a true ring of good old English bells. I can promise, that if ‘ C.’ will take in
hand the furnishing of the Mbwene tower with such a ring as soon as it is
ready for it, the Bishop and hichdeacon Hodgson will give him a hearty wel
come when he goes out to superintend their hanging. Mr. Horace Walter
says that tbe Africans have a better knowledge of time than Europeans. He
believes 1they could ring a peal of twenty bejls as easily as they can beat
twenty drums on a moonlight night; a thing,’ he adds, ‘ to hear and to
B. S. L owndes.
appreciate.’
f [It is to he hoped that the balance due on the bells may be more than
paid for, so that, before jjte tower of the church at Mbweni is finished, a Bells
Fund may be well forward to secure for them a real 1ring ’ of bells. If the
Africans keep time so well, they ought to have the opportunity of showing
their powers in a church tower.—E d.]

Published: 1.vii.1882
The Bells of St. Margaret, Barming.
Sib ,—Will any one, fond of such inventions, suggest a set of original
inscriptions suitable for a ring of five bells, which are to be presented to the
church of St. Margaret, Banning, by Mr. J. J. Ellis, of the Priory, East
Farleigh ? It seems to me that the four new bells might have legends which
may be Catholic and historical, yet reflecting the Protestant side of our
Church, as respects the inscription on an old bell, which has survived two
sets. The bells are :—
The Treble—Cfy ; cracked; 1joseph hatch made me, 1622.’
2nd,
B, sound ; ‘ Sancte Petre ora pro nobis.’
3rd,
A$ ; gone ; to he restored.
4th,
G # ; cracked ; ‘ joseph hatch made me, 1629.’
5th,
F $ ; new, to be added.
Barming is in the richest part of the valley of the Medway, renowned for
fruit and hops. This was called ‘ Three Bell Valley; ’ but we cannot well help
breaking the tradition, as our three bells were certainly part of a ring of four.
Barming Rectory, Maidstone.
T. W. Case.
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The Bells of St. Margaret, Barming.
Sib ,—No one answered the appeal in Church Bells, September 8th, p. 790,
to suggest inscriptions suitable for a ring of five bells, of which one only was
a pre-Reformation bell. I venture, therefore, to send the following, which
may interest some of your readers:—
Treble ... ‘Margaritam Margareta nuntio.’
. 2nd (old) ‘ Sancte Petre ora pro nobis.’
3rd ... *Fill Pei te rogamus audi nos.’
4th ... ‘ Sancte Trinitas miserere nobis.’
5th ... ‘Lavs Domini in Rcelesia Sanctorum. ’
Any Rules for a Bell-ringers’ Guild or Association, which have been found
practical and good, would be gladly received.
T. W. Care.
Barming Rectory, Maidstone.
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T h e Soyrei of the B ells ; as sung at a Village Concert in aid of a
fund for the restoration of the bells of Monk Soham Church. The words
and. music hy the Ven. Archdeacon Groome, M. A., rector, of Monk Soham.
(London: Novello, 1 Berners Street.) 6d.—Every one who knows
the Archdeacon of Suffolk will rejoice to help him. H e asks help just
new, in a ourious hut right musical way, and- in a manner which, we
heartily hope,, may secure to him much success, The villagers are
anxious, as well as the Rector, to repair and thoroughly restore their
hells \ hut they have neither a squire nor a wealthy landlord. So they
went to work, and got up a ' village concert,’ and the Rector (the Arch
deacon) wrote a very pretty song of seven verses, and set it to a very
pretty tune, also of his own composing. The words are supposed to be
the utterance of the bells, in which they describe their varied offices. They
also make their humble and earnest appeal for restoration as they plead:
‘ Lest these voices should be silent,
Friends, your succour we implore,
■
To renew us, to restore ns,
’
Chiming, ringing, as before.’

Let our readers shower down their sixpences, and so secure copies of
this pretty little song with its music, which is well worth the money,
and so help the good villagers and their good Rector in their good effort.
Wherever Qkureh restoration is. proceeding, and bells or belfry fall
within the contract j this song would come in well at any concert which
may be got up for the purpose of obtaining funds for the object in view.
W e congratulate Archdeacon Groome upon the happy idea of his song,
and upon the very admirable manner in which he has given effect to it.
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BE LL-R IN G E RS’ CONFERENCE AT THE W EST-STREET
HALL, READING.
A Conference of persons interested in Belfry Reform took place on
Thursday in last week at the West-Street Hall, Reading,land was attended by
a considerable number of clergy from all parts of the country. The Eight
Hon. Earl Nelson presided, and the Rev. Dolben Paul, Rector of Bearwood
(Secretary and Treasurer of the Oxford Diocesan Guild of Church Bell-ringers),
was also on the platform. After prayer, offered by Mr. Paul,
The noble Chairman said he regretted that their meeting was taking place
during the Congress sessions, but he thought it was such an important matter
that h e had consented to preside. Unhappily they were deprived of the
presence of a very active beh-ririger, or rather a man who took a great in
terest in the Association—Archdeacon Emery, who particularly requested him
to tell them that as he was permanent secretary to the Church Congress it
was impossible for him to take part in the meeting. Archdeacon Emery also
wished him to tell them of the work done in belfry reform in the diocese of
Ely and in the Archdeaconry of Bedford, and to mention the great loss bell
ringers had sustained in the death of the Rev. G. H. Harris, who had worked
so hard in the question of belfry reform in the diocese of Norwich. As to the
subject before them, it had his (the Chairman’s) deepest sympathy. The
revival of spiritual life in the Church had taken a great many forms, and
happily they had reason to believe that every one of them—both clergy and
laity—had a great duty to perform. They should help forward the work
whioh God had entrusted to them in raising their fellow-man and sanctifying
all the powers which God had given them. In the olden time they had
ringers and choirs, but they were very indifferent, because they were neglected.
The object the Association had in view was to take them by the hand and im
part to them knowledge where they required it, and to make them feel that
they were consecrated to God. It must be done judiciously, and they must
always have before them the recollection that Church boll-ringing was for
the honour and glory of God.
The Rev. A. du Bintlay Hill, Vicar of Dovinon. Salisbury, read a paper
on ‘Bell-ringing Associations, their Objects and Organization.’.in which he
spoke of the dilapidated state of many of the belfries of churches, and Urged
that ringers and bells should be more cared for. He recommended that prizes
be offered to encourage bell-ringers, and that the ringers be paid for their
services.
The Rev. C. D. P. Davies, of Chaeeley, Tewkesbury, followed with a
carefully prepared paper on ‘ Change-ringing in connexion with Bell-ringing
Associations.’ He spoke of the desirability of promoting, change-ringing, and
urged ail in authority in Church matters to foster ringing as far as possible.
Let ringers feel that they were taking part ih:God’s service, and they would'
then take a greater interest in the work.
Mr. G. Holmes, of Harleston, Norfolk, a bell-ringer and hell-founder,
next spoke on the relations of the clergy to the bell-ringers.
_
The Rev. F. B. Robinson, of Drayton, near Abingdon, said this was the
first occasion on which bell-ringers had been recognised at any Church
Congress, and he considered that a sign of progress. He thought bell-ringers’
advice should be taken by persons who were about to hang bells and to erect
towers, and that there should be guilds of ringers in various parts of the
country to whom reference could he made. He also recommended the for
mation of a central association, and the holding of periodical meetings of
representatives from the guilds. They would then awaken more interest in
the scientific use of bells. A good practical committee should he formed to
carry out the objects of the associations.
Mr. G. G. Child, Master of the Oxford University Society of Changeringers, having said a few words,
The Hon. the Rev. J. H. Nelson, Rector of Shaw-eum-Donnington, New
bury, in a brief address said the mention of the name of the late Rev. G. H.
Harris (who was formerly his curate) had filled his heart with many feelings
of regret and affection. Mr. Harris was his closest and most intimate com
panion when he was with him in Norfolk, and he bore testimony to the
time and labour he bestowed in the work of belfry reform. He expressed
a fervent hope that the ringers would still continue to hold fast to their old
Chureh, and that they would not only be ringers, but would hold fast the
faith which they professed, fearing .God and keeping His commandments.
Captain Acland-Troyte, of Chester Street, London, apologised for the
unavoidable absence of several leading gentlemen interested in belfry reform,
including Mr. Jasper Snowdon of Leeds, and Mr. Coleridge.
The Rev. T. Archer Turner (Burnley), a member of the Lancashire Asso
ciation of Change-ringers, gave some good practical advice, mentioning several
rules which should be laid down in conducting the ringing of bells.
Mr. (1. Holmes said he thought their meeting must necessarily be looked
upon as a preliminary one, and they should now form a committee to con
sider the subject during the next twelve months. He proposed:—
‘That a committee be appointed to frame a scheme for the formation of a national
association of bell-ringers, sueh scheme to be sent for the approval of the various.associa
tions hitherto formed.’
He suggested the names of a number of gentlemen to form the committee,
with power to add to their number.
After a conversation as to the gentlemen who should constitute tbe com
mittee, the proposition (which was seconded by the Rev. A. du Boulay Hill)
was put and unanimously agreed to.
The Rev. F. E. Robinson moved a cordial vote of thanks to the noble
Chairman for presiding, and this was carried with enthusiasm.
Tbe Chairman acknowledged the compliment, saying that he considered
the result of the meeting would he greatly to advance the cause of bell-ringing.
During the day diagrams of a new invention to prevent injury to bells
from the ordinary chiming apparatus were exhibited in the hah, and a peal
of hand-bells was also provided for Use. In the evening the bells of St.
Laurence and St. Mary’s churches were rung by some of those attending
the meeting.
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Bell-ringing Conference.
Sir ,—In the notice of the Bell-ringers’ Conference at Reading on Thurs
day, Oct. 4th, quoted from the Reading local paper, the reporter has sadly
misrepresented one of the main objects of the paper with which I had the
honour to he entrusted. Far from recommending that prizes should be given
to encourage ringers, I maintained with, I believe, the unanimous approval
of the meeting, that such a practice is fatal to the true principles on which
ringers should be led to devote their work to God’s service. I would urge
rural deans to report, and archdeacons to inhibit, such degradation of church
bells. I welcome some signs of improvement in the character of such
meetings in my own county of Cornwall; but while I am fully sensible of the
desirability of encouragement for country ringers, and of the zealous practice
that friendly rivalry excites, I would plead for the separation of true from
false methods of encouragement. I desire to add the voice of our first Bell
ringers’ Conference to the protest so often heard from your columns against
the great belfry abuse of prize-ringing matches.
A. Bu B. H i l l .
Downtan Vicarage, Salisbury.
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On Sunday services were held in Prestwich parish church in connexion
with the approaching completion of the tower, and the resumption of the
ringing of the old ring of bells, for which the church has long been cele
brated. The dangerous condition of the tower was discovered in 1880, and a
complete and highly satisfactory restoration has been carried out. A vast
platform of ooncrete has been placed beneath the tower. The decayed,
cracked, and broken stones have been removed, and replaced by sound ones,
well bonded in, The tower is now stronger and more stable than it has been
probably at any previous period of its history. The western gallery has been
removed, and the fine tower arch and windows thrown open to the church.
The church appears to be lined internally, with small exceptions, with a
beautiful soft pearly-grey coloured stone. In the tower and in the west end
bay of the nave this stone work has been exposed to view by stripping the
plaster. The ancient oak ceilings of nave and chancel have been carefully
restored, and the roofs strengthened, repaired, and re-slated. New oak roofs
are being placed in the north and south aisles in lieu of the much-decayed
old timber, but the old design has been strictly followed. Designs have like
wise been made and a faculty obtained for the enlargement of the vestry and
for a new organ-chamber. The services on Sunday attracted very large con
gregations, many coming from Middleton, Oldham, and other distant parts
of the extensive parish of which St. Mary’s, Prestwich, is the mother church.
The old ring of six bells (with the exception of one which has been recast)
commenced ringing a merry peal of single thirds at eight o’clock in the morning,
the ringing being continued at various hours throughout the day. The bells,
which are remarkable for their ‘ silvery sweetness,’ were heard with beautiful
effect in the valley of the Irwell and all over the surrounding country. Ser
mons were preached in the morning by the Bev. Foster G. Blackburne, M.A.,
rector of Nantwich; in the afternoon by the Bev. Herbert Bury, M.A., senior
curate; and in the evening by the Bev. Waldegrave Brewster, M.A., rector
of Middleton and rural dean.

H ymn for D edication of B ells .—The Rev. T. F. Lane, The Rectory,
Beaconsfield, asks if any of our readers can supply him with the words of a
hymn used at the dedication of a ring of bells which is something like this :—
‘Now at last our bells are lioisted,
Swing- midst the earth and sky.’

Published: 2.viii.1884
- H ymn for Dedication of B ells .’— The Rev. G. W. Cole w r i t e s ‘ If the
following words,— *Now at length our bells are mounted
To their holy place on high,’
be those inquired for by the Bev. T. F. Lane, they may be found in the
Appendix of Change-ringers’ Guide to the Steeples of England (Wells Gardner,
1879); and perhaps in later volumes.
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A faikly large crowd assembled in the neighbourhood of St. Paul’s
Cathedral towards midnight on Wednesday to hear -the bells ring the old
year out and the new year in. Despite the coldness of the night, and the
wind that seems always to make itself felt in this locality, little knots of
people began to group themselves in the vieinity of the sacred edifice as early
as eleven o'clock, and waited patiently for the bells to peal forth. They
ceased for a short interval, during which the clock struck twelve, and then
broke forth again in triumphant notes to greet the New Year. The bells of
several of the other City churches were rung in celebration of the advent of
the New Year.
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On Sunday last, the 17th inst., the Bev. H. T. Ellacombe, the respected
Bector of Clyst St. George, returned public thanks that it had pleased the
Almighty to spare him to enter his ninety-sixth year in health and senses.
We understand that he generally reads the Lessons for the day ‘ distinctly,
and with an audible voice, standing’ at the eagle lectern, and ‘turning
himself as he may best be heard of all such as are present.’—Devon and
Exeter Daily Gazette, May 19th.

T h e bell presented by Mr. Gladstone to St. Seiriol’s Church, Penmaenmawr,
was hung on Tuesday in the tower, the erection of which at the cost of the
parishioners the Premier made a condition of his gift. It is hoped that Mr.
Gladstone will be present at the consecration ceremony, which will take place
towards the. close of this month.
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The ancient bells of the Cathedral of Armagh, which were long out
of tune, have been re-cast and re-hung, to the great delight of the
inhabitants. On Tuesday the music of some well-known hymns was
chimed forth from the Cathedral towers, and wafted far and wide over
the city.
A new bell, to complete the full peal of eight, has just been hung in
the tower of Lurgan parish church.

A srECiAL service was held on Monday at St. Sariol’s Church, Penmaen
mawr, to mark the presentation of a bell by Mr. Gladstone. Some eleven
years ago the ex-Premier, speaking at the luncheon which followed the
opening of the church, directed attention to the incomplete character of the
edifice, there being neither bell nor a tower, and offered to provide the former
conditionally upon the parishioners erecting the latter. The Bishop of Bangor
preached.
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Aid required.
Sib ,—The City of New Westminster, British Columbia, possesses a fine
ring of eight bells, the only ring, I believe, on the Pacific coast of America,
but, unhappily, though carefully protected from weather, lying on the ground
unhung. In the year 1866 the ehuroh of Holy Trinity, New Westminster,
was burnt down; the bell-tower and bells, however, escaped destruction.
The church was partially rebuilt, but funds were not forthcoming for the
repair of the wood hell-tower, and a few years later the bells had to be lowered
to the ground, the structure being pronounced unsafe. The Bishop of New
Westminster (the first Bishop of the separate diocese), the Archdeacon, who
is also Bector of the parish, and other influential residents, have been be
stirring themselves towards the erection of a substantial bell-tower. Plans
have been furnished gratuitously by an eminent architect of San Francisco
for the erection of a church which shall eventually take the place of the
present inconvenient structure, and be worthy of the ‘ Boyal City.’ The
members of the church are not a wealthy community, and it is beyond their
power, without extraneous help, to build even the tower. To complete the
entire church as designed must be a work of the future, but they fully intend
that, by God’s help, it is to be completed. The present work to be under
taken is the bell-tower, and on behalf of those who hail from the old country
and have tender memories of rings of bells associated with Christmas, Easter,
and every other Christian festival, I appeal to my fellow-readers of Church
Bells to aid us. X can assure them that the people here will not be lacking
according to their means, but in a new colony, where it is a struggle for bare
existence, much cannot be done. The names of donors may be unknown to
future generations, but none the less will they have their reward in the
wholesome pleasure afforded to those who, from far and near, will listen to
the sweet sounds floating over hill and dale. Contributions will be received
by the Bev. H. H. Mogg, Doulting, Shepton Mallet, who will have a supply of
coloured lithographed drawings of the proposed church for sale, at 5s. each,
towards the cost.
J ustinian P elly ,
New Westminster, Canada, March oth, 1385.
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A Tower wanted for a Ring of Bells.
Si it , —Church Bells must surely be the proper organ for making known
the want above stated. Great efforts are being made to rearrange, improve,
and, if possible, enlarge by a chancel, the at present miserably inadequate
church of Holy Trinity, Tredegar Square, E. The parishioners are very
anxious about it, and are doing what they can; but they have little wealth
among them, and we fear the much-needed chancel is a dream of the impos
sible. But a gentleman has offered a ring of bells if any one will build a
tower to put them in, Now there is a chance for the readers of Church Bells.
Xshall be glad to give any information, and so will the Vicar, the Bev. T.
Greaves.
W. Walsham Bedfobd, Bishop-Suffragan for East London.
Stain forth House, Upper Clapton, E.
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W hile a man named Charles Jones was ringing the sermon bell at

Stanton Lacey Church, near Ludlow, on Sunday morning, the stay of the
|| bell broke and the bell was overturned. The rope, which Jones had twisted |
|| round one of his wrists, pulled him up to the ceiling, from which he fell |
|| heavily to the belfry floor. He was so severely injured that he died on |
|| Sunday morning.
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An Appeal for a Church Hell.
Sib ,—May I appeal through your valuable paper for the gift of a bell for
a temporary iron church which is soon about to be opened in Kentish Town?
The church will be free and open, and when finished wall seat about 900
persons, the majority of whom are of the working classes, and although
those at present attending the services at the Mission-room have given the
utmost in their power, a large deficiency still has to be met for the necessary
expenses for the fittings, lighting, &c., of the building, and a bell especially
would be most thankfully received before the church is opened.
Highbury House, Hampstead.
H. K. F eanklin Smith .
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At St. Saviour’s, Eastbourne, the Guardian states, Easter Eve was
ushered in by a fine peal of eight bells, which had been completed at an
expense of 2001., an offering from the young authoress known as ‘ Edna
Lyall.’ The three new bells bear the names of the heroes of her books—
‘ Donovan,’ ‘ Eric,’ and ‘ Hugo.’
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Annoyance from Church Bells.
S ib ,—Will any of your readers kindly send me a line of two giving me
information on the following subjects?
1. The name of any church containing a ring of hells in which, from
whatever structural or other causes, the sOUnd of th e hells strikes the houses
in the immediate vieinity with so great ah effect as to be in th e nature of a
nuisance to the inhabitants, and even in cases where the bells and their
music .^re admired.
,
•

2. What mechanical of structural plans, if any, have been adoptM in the
bell-chamber to prevent the annoyance, and with what success?
Any information will be gladly received by
Geobge S utheeland ,.
St. Andrew’s, Derby.
.
Churchwarden.
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N uisance of Church Bells.
S ib . —Seeing Mr. Sutherland’s letter in your issue of th e 21st inst., I
venture to ask a more general question on the same subject. How are we to
reoonoile our subscribers to the ringing of peals which take two and thre
and more hours to ring ? Nine people out of ten are very pleased with th
sound for an hour, but regard anything beyond that as only a feat of endurance
on the part of the ringers. It need not be an exceptionally nervous person
to feel the unbroken peal, for such a period, close at hand, too much of a good
thing, even though it he very occasional.
E ast A nglian Vicab.
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N uisance of Church Bells.
Sin,—Mr. Sutherland’s difficulty is no near one, but it is worthy of more
discussion than it has yet received. It is not a matter of mere local
grievance, but of great and general interest to all who rejoice in the music
of bells. Your correspondent will probably be told that any confinement of
the sound by a filling in of the belfry windows will ruin the tone of the
bells. Also that the best bells must of necessity be loud, and that the few
sensitive persons to whom their sound is painful ought to remove their
habitation from them to such a respectful ‘ distance ’ as shall add ‘ enchant
ment ’ to the sound.
The science of bell-founding is necessarily limited] to comparatively
very few persons; and it is difficult, if not dangerous, for an ‘ Idiotes ’
to express an opinion, lest he should be written down an Idiot. A great deal,
however, will be gained if a little information can be elicited upon this
special element in the English bell-founding of the present day, as compared
with one’s experience of Belgium and other countries. The modern system
of designing the form and proportions of the bell is not exactly the same as
under the early medieval system ; and I have good reason to believe that,
according to the modern practice, hells are designed to be heard very much
further than the early bells were, in proportion to their weight; and that
they may, therefore, naturally and fairly he termed more 1noisy.’ The
true pitch of a hell, depending upon the relation of the ‘ waist ’ to the ‘ lip,’
is not necessarily limited to one fixed proportion, though at the present day
I believe that the proportion is commonly considered to be a fixed one for
a perfect bell. In the good old days the ‘ waist ’ was smaller, and the sound
less powerful, whether more musical or n o t; and I cannot but believe that
much may be done by a well-considered recurrence to early precedent in
this respect. It is not derogating from the perfection of the pitch to be
found in a modern peal, to suggest that there may possibly be room for some
improvement in the tone. The hardness, or harshness, or noise, of the
majority of modern bells has created a prejudice and aversion in many
persons to the use of bells in towns; and it is in this direction we should
turn in dealing M th the difficulties of a powerful ring. In some cases, at

N uisance of Church Bells.
Sib ,—I should be at fault if I did not acknowledge my indebtedness in
the past to Mr. 'White’s instruction in ecclesiastical art metal-work subjects,
and now I fancy if I did not taka up one or two points in his admirable letter
upon the above topic, I should like to say that I have seen many early
mediffival bells which were as near as may be of the same proportions as the
bolls of some founders of the present day. I have_ also seen many hells of
very early times, whioh were longer or higher from lip to shoulder than those
before mentioned of the present and early times. It should be borne in mind,
when speaking or writing of powerful sounding or noisy hells, that in early
mediaeval times in England, or as it may be at the present time in Belgium,
bells were not and are not rung in peals of scientific changes, but were and
are ohimed with softer blows, which to some ears and nerves are the
more appreciated. It does not follow, however, that the moderately thick or
Continental bells may not be used so as to be called noisy; one has only to
visit Vienna, and to be near to some principal church on a festival, to
find to one’s misery that the ordinarily soft chiming or tolling bells have
beoome noisy, turbulent, and much more distractive and wild than an
English ring of bells when in the ‘ go ’ of a long peal of* ‘ Caters,’ ‘ Major,’
or ■Maximus.’ There remains the law for those who are too frequently or
too much disturbed by the constant ringing of bells in a church tower ; and
the means to prevent the nuisance is the adoption in constant practice of
silent ringing apparatus with lashed clappers, and the substitution of
chiming in place of ringing for church services or for prayers, whioh in
many cases has been appreciated, in more ways than the one in relation to
noise.
S. B. Goslin.

Published: 11.vi.1886

least, there might he a small subsidiary, and probably more musical ring put
up for ordinary use, which would be, to a great extent, free from the nuisance
now very often complained of.
Should my heretical notions provoke some scientific enthusiast in the art
of bell-founding, I can only hope that he will be able to lend a helping hand
in my very deferential endeavour to ‘ Bing out the false, ring in the true.’
William "White, F.S.A.
Wimpole Street, W.
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N uisance of Church Bells.
Sm,—I hope you will allow me a further small space for this interesting
and popular subject. For an occasional high holiday, or a joyous season,
a moderate amount of scientific ringing may not prove a nuisance even to
near neighbours. At any rate it might be tolerated. For ordinary Church
services, however, the chime, whether in sequence or in melody, is apparently
to ordinary mortals more musical than peal-ringing ; on account, perhaps,
of its more rapid succession, as well as modified sound. If the tone can be
modified by an improved form in the bell itself, this result will be all the
more acceptable. But 1Othello’s occupation is gone ’ if an embargo he laid
upon the ardent lover of his peal, or upon the din of his constant practice.
For constant practice the ‘silent ringing’ with lashed clappers, as suggested
by Mr. Goslin, would, no doubt, be gratefully received. But, in many eases,
with a clapper muffled both sides with leather, might not the ‘noise’ be
sufficiently obviated to allay the nuisance, without wholly destroying the
music, or abridging the liberty of the performer ?
All this, however, is quite beside any question .as to the bell itself, and
how far its loudness, as well as its key-note, may depend upon its several
proportions, apart from its mere weight. As regards the proportions of the
hell, and especially the thickness of its metal at the waist, I hoped we might
have had some more scientific and more practical information. But, so far
as I understand it, the waist is now made of thicker metal than it was of
old, and this thickening not only allows of, but requires, a heavier clapper
to bring out its (consequently louder) tone. At all events, I know that some
years ago one of the three or four bell-founders best known in England
persisted on two occasions in recasting the mediaeval bell, against all ex
postulations, supported though they were by the advice and aid of my old
friend Mr. Ellaeombe, rather than take a little more trouble to harmonise
the new bells with the old. The ostensible excuse was not at all that it
would be difficult or impracticable, hut merely, ‘ What is the good of keeping
a nasty narrow-waisted thing like that, which cannot be heard outside the
churchyard ? ’
This was, at least, a very simple and plain declaration, from a scientific
source, that whatever sweetness, whatever mellowness, the old bell might
possess, its unpardonable sin lay only in its lack of noise. Possibly also
the founder would not like the evidences of ancient superiority to survive, to
clash with his own work; and he would naturally regard as perfect and
complete the traditional system under which he had for so many years, so
satisfactorily to himself, produced new peals. The narrowness of which he
spoke no doubt was meant to refer as well to the thinness of the metal as
to the diameter of the waist of the h ell; perhaps also to an unqualified and
interfering stickler for antiquated forms.
The music of a bell is a compound of sounds from two separate sources.
The key-note is determined by the thickness of the metal dt the sound-bow
in proportion to its circumference; and it is essential to the correctness of
note that the sound at the waist should be similar to, or in harmony with,
that at the rim. Upon this depends also the perfect resonance of the hell.
If the waist be reduced, the substance of metal is proportionally reduced
likewise. The weight of the bell is reduced also. It will not take so heavy
a clapper, nor produce so loud a tone. I know that there is a bell-founder in
England, perhaps the only one, whose musical instincts have led him (or
misled him) to leave the beaten track of the traditional system, and enabled
him to produce more musical and less costly peals. These peals may be less
powerful, and may be wanting, perhaps, in the clear sharp ring which is
heard in the far distance on a calm summer’s eve, but which may not be so
distracting to neighbouring urban or suburban dwellers thickly congregated
in their vicinity.
I have ventured to speak of cost. We have often been warned against
the false economy of attempting to save a few pounds’ weight of metal in a
ring of bells. Economy, however, does not come at all necessarily into the
question. It is really a question of distributing the same weight of metal
into a form lesB powerful, though more agreeable to the great majority of the
lovers of bell-music.
Fray let us hear what bell-ringers'and bell-founders may have to say to
this.
W illiam W h ite , F.S.A.
30a Wimpole Street, June 22nd.
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N uisance of Church Bells.
Sib ,—If I may be allowed yet another short note in further reference to
our friend Mr. W. White’s present theme, and some few words in reply to
his queries, I shall esteem it as a favour. It does not follow that the liberty
of the performer must be abridged if the clappers be tied or otherwise
secured, as they are in some cases, or may he in all cases easily and quickly,
with the ingenious arrangement of Mr. Dale, when the bells are to be used
for silent ringing practice, especially if Seage’s small bell apparatus is pro
vided to give the quiet Bounds in the belfry to the performers when in the
full go of exercise. I am inclined to conclude that muffled clappers for
practice-ringing would be objectionable to the public, being associated with
deaths and funerals, as well as far more troublesome and less effective than
the now well-known arrangements I have alluded to, and which it would
appear that Mr. Sutherland was seeking. As to the proportions of bells,
thicknesses, widths of waists, heights to shoulders, &c., I suppose that those
who, like myself, have been in daily contact with the founding of bells for every
conceivable taste and requirement for some years, can answer that the present
proportions are those which are suited to the varied requirements, and are well
understood by present founders; those, too, who have, like myself, cor
responded frequently as to mediaeval bells from nearly every county in
England with our late friend the Bev. H. T. Ellacombe, have had op
portunities of observing that these bells differed in proportions according to
the conclusions of the then founders and their friends and the local ideas of
requirements. I would venture to suggest that Mr. White should have
pointed out that, ‘ if the waist of a beH be reduced and the substance of the
bell be proportionately reduced beyond a certain limit, the bell then will
sound like a pan, or, as it is termed, “ panny.” ’ It may be remembered
that some time since a request was made for an English founder to produce
a set of carillons for Bishop Steer, for Zanzibar Cathedral, and price was a
great object to be studied. The question was taken up by the firm with
which I have been long connected, and with considerable pleasure I marked
out those bells upon different proportions to ordinary ringing bells, and
made them with longer waists and thinner sound-bows and proportions ; hut
in this matter it was proved well how much care is needed to adjust propor
tions to diameters, to avoid the panny sounds, and to secure those which
may, if the performers please, produce sweet tones, soft music, no noise and
jangle, if they will it to be so. There is no difficulty in carrying out the problem
proposed by Mr. White in founding the hells, but the noise or music of them
must he left to their exercise and use by the performers. Mr. Sutherland may
see the apparatus I have referred to at St. John’s, Wilton Boad, Pimlico,
London; at St. Mary Magdalene, Enfield, Middlesex; or at St. Peter’s,
Brighton, Sussex—if he should by chance go that way.
T. B. Goslin.
Crescent Foundry, Gripplegate, E.C.
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The N uisance of Church Bells.
Sib ,—I see Mr. White is writing to you about the ‘ Nuisance of Church
Bells.’ If taken in its literal sense, is not this applicable only to the dwellers
in the immediate neighbourhood ? On this account I have often thought,
that ^either by making the loofers of the bslfry movable like a Venetian
blind, or else by shutting the loofers and opening a somewhat similar struc
ture in the roof of the tower, the music could be directed more towards
heaven and less towards earth, causing the inhabitants of the latter less
annoyance. He himself ought to be able to give an opinion upon this.
Gratwicke Hall, July 12, 1886.
E. W.
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Nuisance of Church Bells.
Sir ,—We observe that your columns are open to a discussion upon the
alleged nuisance of Church Bell-ringing. Some would-be scientific principles
as to the form and shape of bells, intended to lead people to imagine that
loud or soft tones are produced by such occult means, we pass over with
a smile, for it is utter nonsense. We have refrained from giving an opinion
until we saw a really capable letter on the subject. Your correspondent,
‘ I'. W.,’ has ‘ hit the right nail on the head.’ We humbly, but emphatically,
endorse and support his sensible ‘ thought ’ as to how bell-music may be
rendered sweet and enjoyable; that is, prevent as much as possible the
sound escaping from side-openings, but conduct it upwards—to put it
plainly, have neither windows nor roof. We know that to a certain extent
this, for obvious reasons, cannot be carried out, but our advice is an endorse
ment of F. W.’s opinion: carry it out as far as is consistent with other
requirements.
J ohn Taylor & Co.
Sell Foundry, Loughborough, July 19 th, 1886.
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The Nuisance of Church Bells.
S ir,—The apparently sensible suggestion that the noise of church bells
may be abated by allowing escape for the sound upwards, and by closing
lateral exits, would, if carried out, go a great way towards mitigating the
evil which has led to the present correspondence. But this does not touch
the question of needless noisiness in the structure of the bell. When Messrs.
Taylor can maintain that the loudness of a bell on the one hand, or its re
sonance on the other, will depend in no way upon the relations of diameter
and weight of metal at the waist to those at the lip, which give the key-note,
and when they can ‘ smile at the idea ’ of its loudness or softness depending
in any way upon the scientific principles which dictate its proportions and
form, it certainly is not the ignorant or the unscientific alone who would
hold such a ‘ ludicrous and childish ’ delusion. But, if it be a delusion, what
could have ever induced Messrs. Taylor on any occasion to recast an early
mediaeval bell, merely on the ground of its being inaudible through its imperfect
form, unless indeed they have arrived, since that day, at a more practical
(I will refrain from saying scientific) knowledge on such matters ?
Oimmelwald, August 5.
William White, F.S.A.
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Bell-ringing Societies.
Sir ,—Having seen in your issue of April 9th, a paragraph relating to the
best method of organizing a class of bell-ringers, and inviting further hints
on the subject, I venture, as one who has acted as secretary for some years
to a society of voluntary ringers to offer the following suggestions, if you
think it worth your while to insert them.
The great difficulty, according to my experience, is not of making a be
ginning, but of continuing satisfactorily. It is comparatively easy to get
men to join the Society, but quite another thing to keep them to it when the
novelty of the thing has worn off. The difficulty is increased of course in the
case of lads of the age at which you recommend they should begin. In a
town-parish especially, the variety of amusements and counter-attractions
are likely to prove a serious obstacle to young men in the way of regular at
tendance at practice and steady application. Something may be done
towards making the Society more attractive, if, as has been done here, a set
of hand-bells could bo procured, which might be made a source of amusement
and occasionally of profit, and also be a valuable acquisition at parochial
entertainments. I should also suggest the advisability of training up a second
class to take the place of those who have already become efficient to take their
place as they fall out. But so far as I can see, there is only one true way of
meeting the difficulty of unsteadiness inherent in voluntary Associations, and
that is to inculcate the necessity of acting from a sense of duty. Those who
have the management of the Society should endeavour to get a real hold of
the men from the first, and bring religious influence to bear upon them,
so as to raise them above the terrible 1nought for nought ’ principle,
which is at the bottom of the mischief. Let the members of the Society
be taught to feel their responsibility and regard their position in some
thing like its proper light; looking on themselves as fellow-labourers
together with the ministers and choir, and all other church workers,
for the glory of God. Of course it is hard to instil such ideas into young
m en; but I believe much might be done if the clergyman, or some other
competent person in the parish, would himself become a ringer and under
take to form the young men into a Bible-class on Sundays,—meeting say in
the ringing-room previous to ringing the bells for service. I have not been
able to see this realised amongst us yet, though it has long been a cherished
ambition of mine. It is desirable, too, that the congregation should be en
couraged to take more interest in the ringing and look with a more favourable
eye on the ringers. There is still a good deal of that feeling abroad which
has given rise to the saying, ‘ From singers and ringers, good Lord deliver us.’
A little cold water thrown on the Society from without will soon extinguish
any little sparks of enthusiasm their leader may have succeeded in kindling
amongst its members, whereas a little encouragement goes a long way in
helping to keep up their interest in their work. I am strongly opposed to
the system of payment, as lending to destroy the very principle of voluntary
service I should like to see inculcated. If anything is done by the congre
gation, let it be in support of a reserve fund, or at least let it take the form
of a subscription to something that will promote the general good of the
Society.
I have ventured to offer these suggestions, hoping that they may be the
means of eliciting further discussion of some of the points I have touched on.
49 Florin Street, Pendleton, April 21.
*
H enry S eddon.

Published: 7.v.1886

B ell-R inging Societies.
Sir ,— I quite agree with your correspondent, Mr. H, Seddon, as to the
easiness of forming a society of ringers, and the difficulty of keeping it together
when formed. I do not agree with him, though, in most of his other remarks.
I strongly disapprove of a plergyman simply taking up "ringing as a sort of
parochial dqty, without apyy’eal lpye for the science of change-ringing. I am
happy to say we have a.t the present time a few of the clergy who really go in
for the art thoroughly ; otherwise the peai of S tedman T riples rung by the
clerical company in 1884, at Drayton, would never have been accomplished.
But, on the other hand, we have a host of *clerical dabblers ’ in the art, some
of whom can just ring rounds, whilst others can just manage to tumble
through a six-score of D oubles or a short length of m j Nor or"Triples ." N ow
I do not want to say a word against any clerical begirtner in the art who really
aspires to attain to greater proficiency ; but I do most strongly condemn the
idea that it is the duty pf %parish priest to take up ringing just to give
countenance to the thing without having any real taste for it. So mqph for
the subject, looking at it from a change-ringing point of view. Now, as regards
the provision for the bells being rung on all occasions when they ought to be
heard apart from the science altogether; to ensure this you must have a
regular paid company (change-ringers by all means, if you can get them ; but
if not, you must put up with ‘stoney’). A voluntary company is all very
well where you can secure regularity. But the ease is just th is: if yoir pay
for a thing it becomes a legal contract, and ypn can have it done when and
how you please. If you employ volunteers, it is only reasonable to suppose
that they will work only when and how they please. As regards payment
for ringing-days, this must vary in amount according to circumstances. In
the case of a town where there are several churches with rings of bells, it is
better that one company should serve all the churches, as the amount paid by
each church separately is generally not enough, by itself, to compensate the
men for loss of time in attendiilg to ring. The list of ringing-days must also
depend upon local circumstances, but generally in every place these should
include the four great Church festivals, Christmas, Easter, Ascension Day,
and Whit Sunday, and one or two loyal occasions, such as the Queen’s Birth
day, Coronation, &c. To sum the matter u p : payment will never further the
art. of change-ringing, but it will secure ringing of some sort on all occasions
when required. As regards rules, the fewer the better. A list of ringing-days
should be included therein. It is an insult to a body of respectable men to
stick up rules as to conduct in the belfry. Of eourse it would be an under
stood thing that a man smoking or drinking in a belfry, or otherwise grossly
misconducting himself, would be dismissed at onee.
J. B, J erram.

Published: 14.v.1886
Sir,—I can quite understand the feeling which prompts your correspon
dent, Mr. J. B, Jerram, to deprecate anything that seems to savour of
‘ patronising ’ the art for which he is evidently an enthusiast. At the same
time, looking at the matter from a practical point of view, I cannot see any
real objection to a clergyman, or any one else who pleases, taking up bell
ringing as a pastime, even if he aspires to nothing more than to be able to
ring plain rounds well. It is all very well to sneer at what he calls ‘ a host
of clerical dabblers.’ But he cannot expect every man to become an expert
at everything he puts his hand to. And surely it is absurd to suppose that
a clergyman is to take no part in any of the numerous interests that engage
his flock unless he is prepared to make a hobby of them. Is he, for example,
to take no part or interest in the choir, or any other musical society, unless
he aspires to a thorough knowledge of the science of music I t seems to me
that your correspondent starts from a wrong principle. It is clear from the
whole tone of his letter that he places change-ringing first and service
ringing second. Now I should like to ask what he thinks, in the majority of
cases at least, church bells were given for ? What was thejobjeet the donor had
in view ? Was it to further the art of change-ringing, or was it that a ring
of bells might assemble the people of the parish to church at the hours of
Divine service ? In my humble opinion it would be better, and more in
accordance with the wishes of the donorg, to have plain rounds rung for
service by a voluntary set of steady, well-principled men, who have some
regard for what they are doing, than to have the most faultless change
ringing accomplished by men paid for the job, who, after they have assembled
the people to church, proceed to put their own comment on the work by
walking off elsewhere just as the service begins. I do not wish to say any
thing that may sound like a disparagement of change-ringing as a science,
but I think that in the case of church bells the science should be subordinated
to the end for which the bells were put there.
H. Seddon.

Published: 4.vi.1886

B ell-R inging Societies.
Sir ,—Two interesting letters on the subject o f«Bell-ringing Societies ’
lately appeared in the columns of Church Bells. They were suggested by the
publication in the ringing column of hints as to the formation of, and rules
for, parochial companies of ringers. With much of what Mr. Seddon says I
heartily agree. Nothing can be more true than his opening remark as to
the easiness of getting a band together, the great difficulty being to, continue
satisfactorily. His suggestion that the ringers might be formed into a clas3
for instruction, to meet in the belfry—say, half an hour—before ringing time,
appears most excellent, and one Which might in good hands be productive of
much good in many ways. The idea is, I think, too, quite a new one. With
one observation made by Mr. Seddon I am inclined to disagree. He thinks
that handbells might ‘ occasionally’ be made ‘a source of profit.’ If by
this he intends to condone in the least a going round from house to house at
Christmas time, or at any other time, I feel compelled to differ from him
most Strongly. Such a habit is productive of all manner of evil to the ringers,
in ways superfluous to mention, and is a general nuisance to outsiders. But
if Mr. Seddon has in mind cases where the men are specially invited, though
my opposition is by no means so strenuous, still, as an out-and-out changeringer, I should feel inclined to throw cold water upon it. Handbells are
indispensable, but always let them be kept as much as possible for change
ringing. Otherwise, they are apt simply to add one more to that ‘ variety of
amusements and counter-attractions’ alluded to by Mr. Seddon. And,
besides, would not such a scheme be at least a leaning towards the system of
payment, in condemning which I earnestly unite with Mr. Seddon ?
Turning to Mr. Jerram’s letter, I find much with which I cannot agree.
He speaks of clerical ‘dabblers’ in the art of change-ringing ‘tumbling
through’ a six-score. Ten thousand times better this, say I, than never to
look at or take an interest in the ringers at all. Of course, no clergyman
of sense, not to mention gentlemanly feeling, would insist on taking up the
whole practice-time of his men simply for his own amusement, and to the
retarding of their progress. But every one must begin by ‘ tumbling through’
a six-score, and there are thousands of ordinary ringers who never get any
farther. Added to this, I have failed to come across any considerable portion
of this ‘host of dabblers.’ And then, as to the payment of ringers. Mr.
Jerram seems to look on ringing—change-ringing, I mean—as wholly and
solely a pastime—a sport, in fact. On festivals and Sundays any sort of
noise will do ; in plain language, anything will do for Almighty God. He
Seems to lose sight of the fact that on such days we ought to render our
best, not because So-and-so can, or cannot, hear it or understand ft, but
simply because it is our best. And if we are paid for what we give to God,
when the giving costs nothing (almost the only day in the year when ringing
is a loss in money being Ascension Day), where is any service or offering to
Him?
Far better never have it done at all than have it done for pay. And
far better have no ringing at all than ‘ stoney ’ when there is a resident
band of change-ringers in the place. Of course, in these observations I have
not been alluding to ringing for weddings, and much less to ringing for any
State occasion or local fete. I have simply been speaking of ringing on
'Sundays and Church festivals.
If I have put anything too strongly, I hope Mr. Jerram will forgive me,
btft I feel that it is a Subject oh Which the trumpet should give no uncertain
'sound.
Charles D. P. D ayies,

Published: 4.vi.1886
T he Duke of Westminster intends to provide a complete ring of bells and
an organ for the new church which he is building, and which will shortly be
completed, in the parish of St. Mary, Chester. The bells will cost over 7001.,
and the organ 5001.

Published: 7.i.1887
O n Tuesday a complete peal of bells, eight in number, arrived for the
tower of the new church of St. Mary, Chester, which, together with a rectory
and schools, the Duke of Westminster is building at a cost of over 30,0002.

Bell-ringing Societies.
S ib , —It seems odd that both your correspondents, Mr. Davies and Mr.
Seddon, should have misunderstood my letter on this subject in many of the
points I touched upon. I intended certainly to make change-ringing sub
servient to the use of the bells on great festivals, &o. What I intimated was
this, that, first and foremost, ringing of some sort must be insured on these
days. I distinctly said, ‘ Change-ringing by all_ means if you can get it, but
if not, you must put up with “ stoney.” ’ This I said referring to places
where change-ringing is unknown, or where a full company of change-ringers
cannot be obtained. As regards payment, as I said before, this is necessary
to secure regularity in most places. It is very rarely that you find a whole
company anywhere (whether ohange-ringers or round-ringers) who are all
model Churohmen, and would be willing to give their services free on great
festivals, although generally you may find several out of a company who
would do so. Therefore it is far better to make the thing safe by securing a
regular payment. I myself have been a paid ‘ scruffe ’ ringer, in one place
or another, ever since I learnt to ring at all. But if no payment were to be
had I would gladly give my services free to ring on Easter Day, Ascension
Day, or Whit Sunday, or any other occasion when bellB ought to be rung.
Which, in fact, I have done many a time. But you would not catch me
ringing for a wedding or a choral festival or any local affair without pay
ment, unless it was to meet a good company of change-ringers and ring
something worthy of note.
I am not quite such an enthusiast about change-ringing as Mr. Seddon
Seems to imagine. In the company to which I belong we have one or two
ehange-rmgers, but we should never think of trying to introduce the art into
our belfry with the company in its present state and eight heavy bells which
sadly want rehanging. At the same time, those of us who are changeringers are always glad to go for a peal or a touch anywhere else out of town
when we can get a chance to make up a good company.
I quite believe Mr. Davies when he says he has failed to come across any
considerable number of clerical ‘ dabblers,’ for the simple reason that I often
see his name in peals and touches with some of the best ringers in England,
and several of those who rung in the clerical peal at Drayton before alluded
to. Nevertheless these men do exist, as I said before.
J. E. J eream.
Salisbury.
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B ell-ringing Societies.
Sib ,—I am sorry if I have misconstrued anything that Mr. Jerram said
in his first letter. I certainly did understand, and his last letter rather
strengthens the impression than otherwise, that he set little value upon what
1 regard as a matter of the greatest importance, viz., the ringing for service
oh Sundays, not only on High Festivals, but every Sunday throughout the
year. So long as this is considered by the ringers a matter of secondary
importance they will never be looked upon as a Church body. My chief
object has always been to bring about a closer connexion between the ringers
of church bells and the Church. The only way in which I see that the
character and status, so to speak, of ringers can be raised in the long run, so
that they shall be an institution which the Church can be proud of, instead of
reflecting discredit on her, is for them to recognise their position as members
of a Church Society to be recognised as such.
With regard to Mr. Davies’ objection to making hand-bells a source of
profit, I certainly did not mean to countenance the practice of going round
from house to house on Christmas Eve, except under due restrictions and
under proper supervision ; in which case I do not think that any of the evils
he anticipates need arise. But what I had in view was rather the taking
part in entertainments in the parish, or in other parishes ; at the same
time I recommended that the profits should be devoted to the good of the
Society, and not made a source of private gain: as to their proving a counter
attraction, there is no doubt he is right. That is the danger, but can be
guarded against, I think, by proper regulations.
H. S e d d o n .
49 Florin Street.
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Sunday Bell-ringing.
Sir ,—May I ask you kindly to insert in your next impression the few
following thoughts, which were suggested to me after a conversation I had
with a great friend of mine, who is a great ringer, some few weeks ago?
It appears that a doubt exists in the minds of some ringers as to the
advisability of ringing peals on Sunday. I confess I was mueh surprised to
find that this was the case, for it has always been my humble opinion that
Sunday was a proper day for church bell-ringing. My reasons for so thinking
are as follows :—
The church bells are part of the church furniture. They are as much
consecrated to the service of God as the organ, and, like the organ, are
intended to show forth the Lord’s Day, the weekly commemoration of the
glorious resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Surely our weekly practisings
should be held with a special view to our Sunday’s ringing of praise, in the
same way that our weekly choir practices are held, that the Sunday Service
of Song may be decently and reverently rendered ? What can be more im
portant to hold before the eye of the young ringer than the fact that he
is learning the art of ringing, not only because it is an exercise good for
his mind and his body, but that he may become in time an efficient officer
of the Church, to render on Sundays and festivals to his God a seemly and
duteous offering of praise on the church bells ? But it may be asked, Of
what shall the Sunday ringing consist? I would say clearly, The very
best of which circumstances will permit. It matters not whether the
ringing shall consist of a 5040 or a 120, or even rounds. Whatever
the band of ringers can manage perfectly, let that be the thing chosen
for Sunday’s ringing. I would have no experiments made, no young
hands in, no practising, no rehearsing on a Sunday; and I think
by adopting this plan the young ringers would be all the more
anxious to be regular in their attendances, and painstaking in learning the
various methods taught them ; for they would then feel it a great honour
when the time comes for their being allowed to take part in the Sunday peal.
And this would be especially true when once the town or parish were
cognisant of the strict Sunday rule.
Probably in churches where there are frequent services on the Sunday
it would be found that there is not time sufficient for a 5040. In that ease
a quarter-peal, or some shorter touch, could be accomplished. I will
conclude these few remarks by saying that I believe all difficulties about
Sunday ringing will entirely vanish when once we grasp what church bells
are, and in Whose service they are placed in the towers of our churches.
G. M. C u st a n o e .

Published: 28.i.1887

The Rev. Jag. Jeakes, Rector of Hornsey, writes :—‘ Can any of your
correspondents send me some good workable rules for a Bell-ringers’ Guild ? *

Published: 25.ii.1887
T he church bells of Saltash have, much to the credit of the new town
council, been renovated. The work was carried out by Mr. Aggett of
Chagford.

Published: 13.v.1887
T he church bells of th e parish of Kingsland, Herefordshire, have been
restored, and the service for their re-dedication is fixed for the 18th inst.,
when the Bishop of the diocese will be present.

Published: 13.v.1887
T he new bell, subscribed for by the parishioners of Silsoe in com
memoration of Her Majesty’s Jubilee, has been hung in the church tower.
The bell, which has cost 432. 10s., and weighs 6 cwt. 3 qrs. 10 lbs., has this
inscription on it : *Pro Jubilaco Victoria R.I. Laus Deo

Published: 29.vii.1887
I t is proposed that two new bells shall be added to the three bells now in
the belfry of Blaby Church, Leicestershire.

Published: 16.ix.1887
T h e Bedfordshire Mercm'y says that the long-looked-for treble bell for the
parish church of Sharnbrook has come at last. It proves to be of nice tone,
and was cast by Warner & Sons, London.

Published: 16.ix.1887
T h e Wrexham Advertiser says that efforts are being made to raise the
sum of 200i. to hang the beautiful ring of hells in St. Peter’s Tower, Buthin,
and to purchase two new bells.

Published: 16.ix.1887
N e w chiming gear has been fixed in St. Martin’s Church, Cwmyoy, by
Mr. Hooper of Woodbury, near Exeter.

Published: 30.ix.1887

T he Prince of Wales has ordered, through Mr. A. Blomfield, a set of
eight of Messrs. J. Harrington dfc Co.’s patent tubular bells, to be placed in
the church of St. Albans, Copenhagen.
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On the 26th nit. the tower of the church at Tarvin was much damaged
by fire. But for the arrival of the ringers it would probably have been
destroyed.

Published: 4.xi.1887

T he sum of 195J. has been collected towards recasting and increasing
the number of the bells at Blaby Parish Church, Leicestershire.

Published: 11.xi.1887

A ring of bells is about to be placed in St. Philip’s Church, Alderley Edge.
Messrs. Hannington of Coventry are the makers.

I t has been decided th a t an attem pt shall be made to raise 8501. for the
purpose of rehanging the bells of the parish church a t Grantham .

Published: 9.xii.1887
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Sx. M ary ’s Church, Liscard, Cheshire, has lately been provided with a
new ring of bells. They are to be dedicated at a special service on NewYear’s Eve.

We understand there is every probability of the chimes being onee again
heard from the tower of the Leeds parish church before the end of the year, a
friend of the church having undertaken the entire cost. It is about twenty
years since they were last heard. The old works being worn out, entirely
new works will be substituted.

Published: 23.xii.1887
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On Easter Day a ring of nine new bells was dedicated at Fenton Parish
Church, Staffordshire, the Office being said by the Vicar, the Bev. H. C.
Turner. The bells, which are the gift of Mrs. Hitchman, of Fenton House,
have been provided by Harrington & Co., Coventry.

Cambeidoe quarter chimes haTe just been erected at Charlton Kings,
Cheltenham, and connected to the church bells. John Smith & Sons,
Midland Clock Works, Derby, who made the clock some time since, have
now carried out this work.

Published: 6.v.1888
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IN S C R IP T IO N S ON C H U RCH BELLS.
T o everything th a t moves and has th e g ift of speech, no
m a tte r how in a rtic u late it m ay be, th e re has ever been attach e d
b y m ankind th e dig n ity of a personality and a name. C hurch
bells, especially, enjoy th is privilege in all its completeness, and
have been credited w ith th e power, n o t only of speaking very
m eaningly to those on th is e a rth th a t have ears to hear, b u t also
of addressing prayers of g reat efficacy to the kindly beings above
and of u tte rin g effective w arnings to wicked spirits below. To
obviate th e possibility of a bell fulfilling any other th a n its
destined functions, th e words, w hich it was to be its life’s work
to u tte r, w ere inscribed indelibly on its m etallic person, often
tim es, w ith g reat appropriateness, on the sounding-bow itself.
Over th e words th e form of a cross was generally incised, and,
u nderneath, th e nam e of th e founder, an d sometimes th e donor.
These p articulars were in early tim es nearly always in L atin, and
it was n ot u n til after th e Reform ation th a t th e bells were allowed
th e use o f intelligible Saxon. The com parative scarcity of old
bells in E ngland can be accounted for, to a certain extent, by
th e ir w holesale destruction during th e Comm onwealth in order to
supply th e m etal currency.
W e read in th e diary of a con
tem p o rary statesm an th a t ‘ th e faire bell, called Jesus Bell, at
Lichfeild, was knockt in pieces by a P resbiterean p e w t e r e r a n d
m any ancient church records contain sim ilar lam ents.
The m ost popular nam e for hells in early tim es seems to have
been S ancta M aria, or M a ry ; in old churches there are, on an
average, m ore th a n four tim es as m any bells nam ed after the

V irgin M other as after any other saint.
St. Catherine, too,
| enjoyed g reat
favour am ong founders.Ofth e m ale saints,
| St. John, St. P eter, St. Michael, and
St. A ugustine, took
| precedence. I t was form erly supposed th a t th e new bells were,
| in th e m iddle ages, regularly baptized by th e priest ; b u t the
| ancient ceremony of w ashing th e bells inside and o u t w ith holy
water, which gave rise to th e theory, seems to have been a form
m erely of consecration. M odern bells are still often nam ed after
th e chief saints, b u t occasionally recourse is had to other sources ;
| thus, Miss E dna Lyall has given for nam es to three bells, recently
presented by her to one of th e E astbourne churches, th e title s of
th e m ost popular of h er well-known works.
I t is frequently very difficult to decipher th e ancient L atin
| inscriptions on
bells. The
words are ru n on w ithout any proper
| div isio n s; th e
le tte rs are, from th e ignorance of th e craftsm an,
very ill-formed, and sometimes even upside down. Invocations to
| th e saints are extrem ely common. W e find ‘ Clemens atque p ia
| miseris succurre M aria ! ’ ‘ Sancta Francisce, ora pro, n o b is!’ and,
| as a curious instance of false analogy, ‘ Sancta Trinitas, ora pro
| n o b is! ■’ Sometimes, th e invocation is replaced by a m oral
| reflection, such as ‘S i charitatem non habeo, sum tanquam aes
| sonans ! ’ or, ‘ Vox sum clamantis, preparate ream D o m in i! ’ One
| bell recites, in L atin hex a m ete rs,-its num erous fu n ctio n s: ‘ I
praise the tru e God. I sum m on th e people, g ath er th e clergy.
I weep for th e dead, give jo y to festivals. Plagues I chase away.
My voice is th e te rro r of all evil spirits.’

Bells and Bell-ringing.
Sib ,—I wish the account of ‘ Bells and Bell-ringing ’ could be made
prospective, so that we might go and hear them. For instance, I see that
on Monday, 16th April, there was a meeting at Crayford; and there are,
no doubt, many meetings where change-ringing takes place which some of
ns would like to hear if we knew of them beforehand. Amelia C. Gilman.
Sutton House, Hawley, Dartford.

A fter th e Reformation, th ere seems to have been greater
la titu d e allowed in th e choice of inscriptions. In loyal times,
‘ God save th e K ing and C h u rch !’ was a favourite sentence. A
kindred sentim ent is expressed in ‘ Eeare God and honner th e
K ing, for obedience is a vertuous th in g ! ’ Some bells give short
sentences of advice and warning, as ‘ Give th an k s to God ! 0
m an, be meeke and lyve in re s t!’ On th e tenor a t W olverham pton
C hurch is w ritten—
‘ All ye th at hear my mournful sound,
Repent before you lie in the ground !
And seek the Lord while yet ye breathe.
There’s no repentance after death.’
A bell, used for strik in g th e hours, contains on it th e excellent
rem inder, ‘ The m om ents slip by unheeded, b u t are noted in th e
account against us ! ’ A very appropriate couplet for a sum m oning
bell is, 11 will sound and resound to Thee, 0 Lord, To call th y
people to hear Thy W o rd ! ’ A nother is, ‘ I sweetly tolling, men
do call, To taste on m eat th a t feeds th e soule ! ’ A fire-bell, cast in
1652, bears on it th e w o rd s: ‘Lord, quench this furious flam e; A rise!
ru n ! help ! p u t o u t th e same ! ’ The trebles, from th e ir dim inutive
size, have been supposed, apparently, to have Ead less exalted
ideas. The one a t Cookham p ertly rem arks, ‘ I m ean to m ake
i t understood, th a t though I ’m little y et I ’m g o o d ; ’ while, in
an o th er church, No. 1 asserts to his companions, ‘ I am th e
f ir s t; altho’ b u t small, I will be heard above you a l l ! ’ The |
date of casting and th e nam e of th e founder were added in very
various m anners. Sometimes we have m erely a bald statem ent,
such as, ‘ W illms flounder me fe c it;’ or ‘ Anno Dom. M DCLXII.,
Tobie N orris cast m e.’ B u t occasionally th e h eights of lofty
verse were reached, as in —
‘ If you would know when we were run,
I t was 22 March, 1701.’
T he great bell in Glasgow C athedral delivers th is imposing
sermon :— ‘ In th e y ear of grace, 1583, M arcus Knox, a m erchant
in Glascow, zealous for th e in terest of th e Reformed religion,
caused me to be fabricated in H olland, for th e use of his fellowcitizens, and placed m e w ith solem nity in th e tow er of th e ir
cathedral. M y function was announced by th e im press on m y
bosom— “ M e audito, venias, doctrinam sanctum ut discos! ”—
and I was ta u g h t to proclaim th e hours of unheeded tim e. One
hun d red and ninety-five years h ad I sounded these aweful |
w arnings when I was broken b y th e hands of inconsiderate
and unskilful men.
In th e year 1790 I was cast into th e
furnace, refounded a t London, and retu rn ed to m y sacred
vocation. R e a d e r! th o u also sh alt know a resu rrectio n ; may
it be to eternal life ! ’

Published: 6.vii.1888

I f Amelia C. Gilman will examine our last issue (the very one in which
her complaint appeared), she will find no fewer than five consecutive notices
of forthcoming meetings; and if she will examine our issue of March 29,
she will find due notice of the meeting at Crayford on April 16. She should
have been more careful of her facts before writing.—E d. O. B.

Published: 6.vii.1888

Published 29.vi.1888
A tubular ring of eight bells has just been placed in the tower of Wrea
Green Church. The dedication service is fixed for the 20th of September,
when the harvest festival takes place, Bishop Cramer-Boberts promising to
preach the sermon on the occasion.

Published: 31.viii.1888

Three new bells from tlie foundry of Messrs. John Taylor & Co., ol
Loughborough, have been given to Cratliorne Parish Church by Mr. J.
Lionel Dugdale.

Published: 21.xii.1888

T he work of improvement in the belfry of the ancient Parish Church of
Wilmslow, Manchester, has just been completed at a cost of about 200l. It
is expected that further improvements trill be carried out in other parts of
the edifice.

Published: 4.i.1889

T h e three bells which were generously presented to St. Peter’s Church,
Leek, North Lancashire, when rebuilt in 1879, by Mr. E. Wearing, of
Slipping Hall, Mrs. Wearing and Miss Parke have just had two more added
to their number; the gifts respectively of Mr. E. E. P. Wearing on his
coming of age, and of his younger brother, Mr. W. T. Wearing. The bells,
which are very sweet in tone, are from the foundry of Messrs. Taylor & Sons,
Loughborough, and have cost upwards of 4001.

Published: 8.ii.1889
A n to n y C h u r c h bells have been rehung with all the latest improvements
by Messrs. Hawker & Co., St. John’s, Devonporfc.

Published: 8.iii.1889

A n e w peal of bells has been hung in the tower of Holy Trinity Church,
Burnley. They are eight in number, and weigh altogether 57 cwt. 1 qr. 17
lb3. They have been supplied by Messrs. Gillott & Co., Croydon. The
Bishop of Sodor and Man preached at the dedication service.

Published: 29.iii.1889
A set of eight tubular bells, which have been put in the tower of the old
White Chapel, Cleckheaton, in memory of the late Bev. E. F. Taylor, who
was for fifty years vicar, was formally opened on Saturday afternoon last.
The bells have been made by Messrs. J. Harrington & Co., Coventry.

Published 26.iv.1889

T he handsome tower of Crossena Church has been furnished with a clock
and a peal of six beEs. The inaugural service, on Saturday 11th, was at
tended by the Venerable Archdeacon Clarke, Eev. Dr. Porter, and Eev. W.
T. Bulpit, the Vicar of Crossena. Master Leonard Williamson started the
clock, whioh was made by Messrs. Smith, of Derby, and the evening con
cluded with festivities. The bells were east by Messrs. Mears & Stainbank,
and are worked by eight honorary ringers.

Published: 24.v.1889
An idea of resuming the ringing of the hells of Peterborough Cathedral,
which have been rehung at considerable expense, has been abandoned, as
Mr. Pearson, the cathedral architect, has expressed his opinion that it would
not be prudent to run the risk with the great west front in its present weak
state.

Published: 17.v.1889
Two new bells have been hung in the Church of St. Andrew, Penrith, a
thorough restoration of which building has been going on for the last two
years.

T he bells of St. Michael’s Church, Coventry, are standing in a row at tbe
west end, waiting to be hung. The architects of the church, however, are
not agreed where they ought to be suspended, and the committee is
divided on the point. The glorions spire is incomplete without its bells. To
build a twin tower at the north-west comer, the exact counterpart of the
tower below the spire, would so completely change the effect of the whole
building as to destroy old associations, while to hang the bells in the present
octagon might topple down the spire.

Published: 20.ix.1889

Published: 14.vi.1889
St. Michael’s Church and Bells, Coventry.
S ib ,—Will you kindly give me space to say a few words respecting the
paragraph which appeared recently in Church Bells anent this question?
Nine of the ten bells which constitute the celebrated and musical peal of
St. Michael’s, Coventry, are now lying, as they have done ever since the
restoration of the steeple was commenced some four years ago, on the floor
at the west end of the church. The treble bell, which has now to do duty
for the whole ten, and around the rim of which is cast the suggestive couplet—
*Although I am both light and small,
I will be heard above you all ’—

is hung in a small wooden campanile on the north side of the [spacious
building, and is simply tanged for the services of the church.
The magnificent and unique steeple fast approaches completion, and it
has been decided by a unanimous vote of the Bestoration Committee that the
tower shall be thoroughly and completely restored both in its interior as well
as its exterior, the whole of the very tall lantern being left open, and the rich
stone groining rebuilt ninety-six feet in height, which was hacked away, about
a century ago, when the present peal of bells were cast and hung in a lower
stage of the tower. The consequence of this important decision of the Com
mittee is, that if the bells are again hung in the ancient steeple, they must
be hung higher up, at about the same level as where the first bells were
hung soon after the tower was built in the fourteenth century—about 120
feet up In the tower, where a bell chamber was provided by the architect in
the original design. A suggestion has been made by the late clerk of the
works, Mr. Webster, that, by strengthening the tower with iron or copper
plates, it might be made strong enough for the bells to be rung in the
octagon, whioh is between the tower and spire, and about half the height of
the whole steeple. But when the small space of ground op which this beau
tiful steeple stands is taken into consideration, with the fact of the exceeding
thinness of the walls and the structure being considerably out of the perpen
dicular, there are grave doubts in the minds of many whether the vibration
and thrust from the movement of so heavy a peal of bells rung at so great a
height would not do very serious mischief to the fabric, if it did not actually
cause the steeple to topple over altogether. It is thought, if placed anywhere
above the groining, the bells conld only be chimed. Under these circum
stances it is suggested that a new and separate tower should be built, and a
campanile erected specially designed so that the bells could be rung in full
peal in safety, and without any anxiety about them.
It has been proposed to build this new tower at the west end, but there
are those who say it would be objectionable to do this; ‘ that it would so
completely change the effect of the whole building as to destroy old associa
tions, and would altogether alter the beautiful effect and artistic appearances
of the three tall spires for which the eity is so famous.’ Others object to a
twin tower at the west end because they consider it would detract from the
beauty of the ancient steeple. It would certainly hide the view of the present
tower from the north side, where it is seen to the most advantage, and with
the greatest effect.
Bnt twin western steeples in Coventry, and in the old diocese of Lichfield,
of which for so many centuries it formed so important a part, would be no
new feature, for to this day the grand old cathedral of St. Chad, from which
it has been said that Coventry Cathedral was copied, still raises its mag
nificent and noble spires, while at Coventry itself for five hundred years,
until destroyed at the Beformation by the eighth Henry, the cathedral
church of St. Mary, triple-spired, and crowned with western towers and
spires, stood only a few yards away, and in the same cemetery as the present
church of St. Michael, which is the subject of this notice. No doubt there
are reasons and objections which may and will be urged against the erection
(to what scheme may there not be) of another tower at the west end, but

there would certainly be some very great advantages to be derived from
a plan of this kind; it would greatly improve the general appearance of the
somewhat bald look of the church at the west end, from the steeple being
built so much to the south side. A good and noble west front and State
entrance might also be formed, which would add much dignity to the whole
fabric.
But if this site was rejected, in the event of it being decided to erect
another tower, there is another spot which could be used for the purpose on
the north side, where probably, if placed in a well-designed and specially
constructed building, the bells, from the fact of it being placed in the centre
of the churchyard, would sound better and more effective than anywhere
else. I allude to a suggestion made by myself two years ago that this
proposed campanile, if built, should be erected on the north side of the
church across the avenue, and in a line with the altar window of the Girdless
Chapel, connected to the fabric by an arch. No legal difficulty would arise
as to the ringing of the bells, as there would be, perhaps, if built in an
isolated position. A campanile built on this spot, similar, but with a few
alterations, to the one designed by Mr. Oldrid Scott, and exhibited at the
Eoyal Academy a short time since, could not fail to produce a building, even
in an architectural sense, not unworthy of the great steeple of St. Michael’s,
and if built at an altitude of a hundred feet, would, being thirty-six feet
lower than the present tower, and only one-third the height of the whole
steeple, and on lower ground, be quite subordinate to the ancient structure.
It is computed that to build a bell tower architecturally in harmony, and
good enough to favourably compare with the newly-restored ancient steeple,
a sum of from seven to eight thousand pounds will be required, hut fortu
nately, from the great liberality of one subscriber alone, half this sum is
already promised.
It is quite clear that nearly all ancient towers (unless quite by accident),
especially those in the Perpendicular style, cannot, from the large proportion
of the voids to the solids, in consequence of the large windows, frequently
in the lower stages, be good for the effective ringing of heavy bells. An
artist friend was showing the writer, not long since, designs of nearly all the
campaniles in Europe, and we were struck, not only with their very thick
walls and strutting, extended buttresses, but the absence of all windows and
openings until the level of the hell chamber was reached, and even then
close and compact loofers were placed in the openings.
The Committee having consulted the highest authorities, those eminent
architects, Messrs. Christian, Peirson, Oldred Scott, and Brooks, also
Messrs. Tayior, the celebrated bell-founders of Loughborough, who have
all declared that without great addition to the strength of the tower by tha
blocking up of the very large and fine windows in the lower stage, and the
building of massive and tall external buttresses, the bells oould not with any
degree of safety be rung again. They, the Committee, are now desirous that
the present contracts may be completed and the steeple fully restored before
they discuss or enter into any new scheme at present for the rehanging of
the bells.
There can be little doubt, if the citizens desire, which it is believed they
do, that these sweet-sounding old bells, which are the only perfect peal now
in the city, should onee more be rung in full peal, that with the very liberal
offer of half the cost of a new tower from one citizen, the remainder, when
the proper time comes, will be found.
My only apology for trespassing bo much on your valuable space, is the
wide-spread interest that I know is felt—not only in Coventry, but through,
out England—in the complete restoration of the tall and graceful steeple
of St. Michael, Coventry, which is certainly not one of the least of this
nation’s monuments in stone, and of the rehanging of its musical bells,
A. J. B.

Published: 11.x.1889

St. M ichael’s Church, Coventry, Tow er and Spire.
S ib ,—As one of the committee of five arehiteets not named by your corre
spondent ‘A. J. B.,’ whose report on the state of the tower was recently
published, I may, perhaps, be permitted to make a few comments on the
subject of his letter. Our inquiry was necessarily limited as strictly as pos
sible to the safety or otherwise of the ‘ restored ’ tower to receive the existing
bells for ringing in peal. We had nothing to do with any contingent schemes
or propositions.
The idea of the late Clerk of Works to strengthen the walls by means
of plates of copper, or of iron bedded in cement, can hardly be called a
suggestion for serious consideration. Supposing the walls as now con
structed to be rendered sufficiently rigid by such an application, this very
rigidity would tend to their disintegration, through the vibration of ringing,
and through the expansion and contraction of the metal, apart from any
question of oxidization. The erection of a small Eiffel tower within, to carry
the hells, would have been quite as reasonable and sensible.
The octagonal stage apparently was designed for the belfry; but it could
not have been intended to receive such a peal of heavy bells, nor for any bells
to be hung so as to be rung in peal. There was no provision for ropes or for
ringers beneath ; and the bells would probably be chimed with the foot and a
short lever, which conservative practice, I am told, is still followed in some
Continental places, and which involves no danger or damage to the structure.
The groined ceiling, ninety-six feet from the ground, said to ‘ have been
chopped away,’ would appear never to have been completed, or to have
been filled in with its rich tracery just commenced. Its completion may
have been deferred on account of the subsidence of the tower, which must
have commenced almost prior to its completion.
As to ‘ twin towers,’ I fear that a second tower at the west end would
prove but an abortive twin. It could not possibly be placed with any sort of
uniformity to the nave; unless, indeed, the present towers could be removed
considerably further south.
A much grander and probably more popular scheme would be to
re-erect the south-western tower of the now almost extinct cathedral, which
would thus reassert its claim to ‘ diocesan ’ restoration. It would group,
and not clash, with the present tower of St. Michael’s. This need not stand
in the way of the Church of St. Michael’s being adopted for the cathedral,
and attached to the cathedral site as soon as it may have acquired its rights.
Here would bs good scope, close at hand, for building a worthy receptacle for
the valuable legacy handed down to the bell-ringers of St. Michael’s. Or the
rights of this tower and its site might be conveyed to St. Michael’s, which
would then, and in either case, be relieved of its present difficulties. Its
ancient prestige would then be not merely preserved, but enhanced.
30a Wimpole Street, W., October 14, 1889.
W illiam W hite , F.S.A.

The Church of St. Mary, Hailsham, Sussex, is now undergoing restora
tion. Amongst other improvements, the lofty belfry arch has been opened
out, the roof raised to its original pitch, and a clerestory added. The bells
will be re-hung in a new oak frame, and the peal increased from five to
eight. The work has been placed in the hands of Messrs. Mears & Stainbank, of London. Four of the present bells were cast by John Hod son, 1603.
The tenor weighs about 12 ewt., in G sharp. Hailsham is one cf the few places
where the Curfew is still rung (on the tenor) each evening at eight o'clock.

Published: 1.xi.1889
T he bells of St. Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne, were recently dedicated,
The ceremony was performed by the Bishop of Melbourne in the presence
of a large assemblage. After the Dedication service, the Governor and Miss
Loch, accompanied by Bishop Goe and the Chapter of the Cathedral,
ascended the belfry. Sir Henry Loch struck the first note of the peal.

Published: 17.i.1890
M e s s r s . L l e w e l l in s & J a m e s , of Bristol, have rehung the bells of St.
James, Bristol, and the tenor bells of Blackwell and Wraxall Churches,
Somersetshire. They are at present engaged at Ermington Church, near
Plymouth, adding a new bell and thoroughly rehanging the whole peal with
a new frame complete.

Published: 4.iv.1890
At a recent parish meeting at Ellacombe, Torquay, it was unanimously
resolved ‘ That it is desirable to erect a peal of patent tubular bells at Ella
combe Church, not only on account of their manifest utility, but as a thank
offering to Almighty God for the success of the spiritual work of the parish
under the present Yiear.’ A representative committee was appointed to carry
the resolution into effect.

Published: 2.v.1890

Published: 18.x.1889
Db . P abb’s love of Chcbch B ells .—Dr. Parr’s hobby was church bells.
Not only did he study their history from the period of their first introduction
into the Christian Church about the sixth century, but he investigated the
various uses, rational or superstitious, to which they have been applied. He
could also tell the number, weight, names, and qualities of almost all the
principal bells in England, and even in Europe. Of his own fondness for
bells, he speaks in the following extract from a letter to Mr. Boscoe, dated
Hatton, July 20, 1807 ‘ It so happens that from my youth upwards, even
to this hour, I have been a distinguished adept in the noble art of ringing ;
that I have equal delight with Milton in the sound of bells ; that I have far
superior knowledge in the science of casting th em ; g,nd that my zeal for
accomplishing my favourite object is very great.’

Published: 9.v.1890

T he Bishop of "Winchester consecrated the seventh bell of Farnham parish
church on Wednesday, last week, which has just returned from the foundry
of Messrs. Mears & Stainbank, the representatives of the original firm by
whom it was cast. From the inscription it appears that the original bell
dates back to the year 1723, when the Bev. James Fond was vicar.

Published: 13.vi.1890

CHURCH BELLS

AND RINGERS.

A Paper read at the Merston Rwri-decatial Conference, diocese of Bath and Wells,
March 21#, 1890, by the Rev. H. J. Roolb, rector of Slowell.
[W n are most happy to publish this excellent and sensible paper'
without, however, pledging ourselves to agreement w ith every. single
sentence.]
The hell, as a musical instrument, may (like the organ) be considered
to be one of the artistic products of Christianity, for the so-called bells
of the Greeks and Romans bear no closer resemblance to the bell as we
have it than a Turkish fiddle does to the Stradivarius violin.
In early Christian times we find the following Latin names for bells
of various kinds :—‘ Tintinnabulum ’ and ‘ nola ’ (small handbells, used
in monastic refectories); ‘ squilla,’ a handbell rung in the choir at certain
parts of the service as a guide to the congregation; ‘ dupla,’ the hour, or
clock-bell, at first struck by hand, as on board ship ; ‘ signum ’ (whence
‘tocsin’) a large bell placed in the tower* and used to summon the
monks to the seven canonical hours of prayer; and ‘ campana,’ a bell
placed in the steeple to call laymen to Divine service, and to give notice
of a soul passing into eternity. I t is ‘ campana ’ which answers most
nearly to our church bell. Leaving aside the question of its etymological
derivation (whether from Paullinus, of Nola, in Campania, circ. a .d . 400,
or, as is much more likely, from the Campanian brass, which is said to
have been a metal most suitable for bells), it is im portant to bear in
mind th at bells were at first used in convents, and afterwards adopted
in parish churches. The use of bells in convents is certainly as old as
the sixth century. In still earlier times a crier, armed w ith a hom. a
clapper, or a small handbell, sufficed to assemble Christians for public
worship. A curious trace of this custom is said to have been found
within the present generation. In a certain Welsh village the sexton:
used to go forth with a handbell, and summon parishioners to church by
name.
How the early church bells were made and hung we have no means
of knowing, nor do we get any definite information until the time of
Charlemagne. The latter ‘ encouraged the art of bell-founding, and
entertained bell-founders at his court. One of the most famous was
Tancho, a monk of St. Gall, who cast a fine bell for the church at
Aachen.’ The material he used for an alloy was silver. Silver, it may
be said, in spite of all the fine things which poets say in praise of
‘ silver bells,’ is one of the worst metals for bell-founding, being in fact
not much better than lead. If the chronicler Ingulphus is to be believed,
the first monastic building in England which possessed anything like a
peal of bells was Croyland, the Abbot of which had a large bell made
about 960 Am, to which he added six others, producing thereby ‘ the
most exquisite harmony.’ However, we have reliable testimony that in
the year 1456 Pope Calixtus sent a ring of five bells to King’s College,
Cambridge, where they remained 300 years. The tenor of this peal
weighed 57 cwt. By the beginning of the sixteenth century peals of
eight bells were hung in a few of the principal churches of this country,
but anything like change-ringing is of much later date.
This closes the historical period of my paper. Before taking leave of
it I will just refer to two curious customs in connexion w ith church
bells which prevailed during these ages. (1) The baptism of bells. This
arose, no doubt, from a simple service for benediction. The latter is
fully described in the Sacramentary of St. Gregory. The custom of
baptizing bells must have arisen before 789 a.d., since it is then for
bidden in Charlemagne’s Capitulary (‘ u t cloccse non baptizentur'). B ut
the superstitious practice was too strong to be eradicated, and in 970 a . b .
we find Pope John X III. baptizing the great bell of the Lateran Church,
and naming it after himself. I t is said that even in recent times the
Bishop of Chalons baptized a peal, and delivered an eloquent address on
the special virtues of each of the ‘ holy and happy family.’ (2) In close
connexion with this custom was the belief in the power of bells to quell
a storm and drive away evil spirits. This superstition is said to be trace
able to St. Salaberga, who lived in the seventh century. The story goes
that a small bell was brought from heaven to the saint to relieve the
fears of her daughter. The following lines convey the legend :—
1Relliqui® Sancta Salabergse efc campana prtesens
Expellunt felres et ipsa tonitrua peflit.’ ,
This superstition is often found endorsed on church bells, e.g. :-r‘ Eunera plango, fulgura frango, Sabbata pango,
Excito lentos, dissipo ventos, paco cruentos.’ •
In the Golden Legend of Wynkin de Worde we find the following:—
‘ The evil spirits that be in the region of the air, doubt much when they
hear the bells ru n g ; and this is the cause why the bells are rung when
it thunders, or when great tempests or outrages of weather happen: to
the end th at the fiends and evil, spirits should be abashed and flee, and
cease of the moving of the tempests.’ This superstition connected itself
w ith the ‘passing’ bell, which was supposed to drive away evil spirits
from the dying man’s bedside.
The beneficent action of bells after consecration was not always very
clear, as the following incident will serve to show. In a certain monastery
in Italy a bell was baptized by the name of Proculus, and dedicated to
the saint so named. I t also happened that the sexton’s name was
Proculus. This double coincidence appears to have exercised the mind
of the sexton to such an extent that -he neglected to see that the bell was
safely hung. A t any rate, no sooner was the bell consecrated than it
signalised the virtues infused into it by baptism by falling upon the head
of its ill-fated namesake, and committing murder and suicide in one.
This brilliant feat was recorded in the following couplet:—
1Si procul a Proculo ProeuH campana fuisset,
Jam procul a Proculo Proculus ipse fuiset.’
This superstition is often found1endorsed on church bells, e.g.:—
‘ Eunera plango, fulgura frango, Sabbata pango,
Excito lentos, dissipo ventos, paco cruentos.’1
In the Golden Legend of Wynkin de Wol-de we find the following:—
‘ The evil spirits that be in the region of the air, doubt much when they
hear the bells ru n g ; and this is the cause why the bells are rung when
it thunders, or when great tempests or outrages of weather happen: to
the end th at the fiends and evil, spirits should be abashed and flee, and
cease of the moving of the tempests.’ This superstition connected itself
w ith the ‘ passing ’ bell, which was supposed to drive away evil spirits
from the dying man’s bedside.
The beneficent action of bells after consecration was not always very
clear, as the following incident will serve to show. In a certain monastery
in Italy a bell was baptized by the name of Proculus, and dedicated to
the saint so named. I t also happened that the sexton’s name was
Proculus. This double coincidence appears to have exercised the mind
of the sexton to such an extent that -he neglected to see that the bell was
safely hung. A t any rate, no sooner was the bell consecrated than it
signalised the virtues infused into it by baptism by falling upon the head
of its ill-fated namesake, and committing murder and suicide in one.
This brilliant feat was recorded in the following couplet:—
1Si procul a Proculo Proculi campana fuisset,
Jam procul a Proculo Proculus ipse fuiset.’

several days to allow for cooling down, the cope is removed and the bell
lifted up and carefully tested by tapping at various points.
If the pitch of the bell be found too sharp, it niay be lowered by
being thinned at the sound-bow by a revolving cutter. If. too flat, it is
treated in a similar way at the edge or ‘ brim.’ But tuning cannot be
carried very far w ithout injury to the tofie of the bell; the object*
therefore, of the founder is to cdst his bell perfefct. A whole peal thus
cast is termed a ‘maiden peal;’ and for the Credit of turning out a
maiden peal many a founder has allowed bells to pass out of his workshop
which, to any one who has ah Oar to heair, are excruciatingly out of tune.
The form of the bell, like that, of the violin, is purely empirical.
(A las! how little ‘ theory ’ can do for us !) Its present shape is pre
cisely w hat it was in the hands of the mediaeval founder, and no one
would venture to deviate by a hairsbreadth from the curve, which
indeed is no other than H ogarth’s ‘ line of beauty.’ The old way of
hanging a bell is by running iron braces round the ‘ canons ’ and
through the ‘ stock.’ Lord Grimihorpe’s plan, adopted by Taylor of
Loughborough, is to pass the clapper bolt through the centre of the
crown, and run it into the ‘ stock,’ andther bolt passing through the
crown at a little distance from the Centre, and also running into the
stock. The advantage of this arrangement is that, should the ‘ soundbow ’ be worn from the action of the clapper, by removing the eccentric
bolt, and turning the bell round a few degrCeS, a new striking surface is
easily obtainable—a process which Cab be repeated several times. A
bell fastened by the ‘ canons ’ Can be quartered only once.
A well-cast bell, like a fine violin, pleases both eye and ear, though
it is difficult to view it to advantage in the confined space of a bellturret. I t is difficult to analyse the tones of bells, since they are
compounded of harmonies varying in number, kind, and relative in
tensity. The octave, fifth, and major third, should be heard most
prominently; the minor ninth, less so. Hemony, of Zutphen, who lived
in the seventeenth century, required a good bell to have three octaves-two fifths, one major, and one minor third.
I will now say a few words on the various uses of church bells.
The practice of tolling a bell before service is enjoined- in the rubric
ordering daily service: ‘And the curate shall say the sam e’ (i.e.,
morning and evening prayer) ‘ in the parish c h u rc h ............ and shall
cause a bell to be tolled thereunto a convenient time before be begin.’
And in the fifteenth ctafoh, enjoining the use of the Litany on Wednes
days and F ridays: ‘ The minister, at th e accustomed hour of service,
shall resort to the church or chapel, ahd warning being given to the
people by tolling of a bell, shall say the Litany.’ The practice of
‘ tolling ’ before service (which seems to be a remnant of the old Ave bell)
is not intended, I presume, to exclude ‘ chiming ’ or ‘ ringing ’ on Sundays
before service. Sunday ‘ ringing ’ before service is a special feature in
some parishes, and nothing marks the day as a Christian festival so much
as a joyful peal from the church toWCr. Chiming is a very poor
substitute. I venture to plead for the extension of Sunday ‘ringing’
wherever ringers can be got together (and w hat other day in the week is
so favourable for them P). The last five minutes before service can, of
course, be reserved for ‘ tolling/ as usual. No doubt it is impracticable
to restore the canonical use of the ‘ passing ’ bell, which, however
beautiful in its significance, might lead to difficulties, and give pain and
annoyance in some quarters; but the latter part of the sixty-seventh
canon (which is often overlooked) might at least be observed. This part
of the canon runs, ‘And after the party’s death, if it so fall out, there
shall be rung no more than one short peal, and one other before the
burial, and one other after the burial.’ Even if the ‘ passing ’ bell, as
now tolled after death, take the place of the first peal ordered in the
canon, yet the two short peals—one before and the other after the
burial—might be carried out w ith great advantage. The bells would
thus say w hat the burial service itself says: ‘ W e give Thee hearty
thank for that it hath pleased Thee to deliver this our brother out of
the miseries of this sinful world.’
Muffled peals may be rung after the manner recommended by Mr.
Troyte, viz., by muffling one side of the clapper only (the ‘ back stroke ’),
and ringing in ‘ whole pulls.’ In this way the full sonorous tones of the
bell first strike the ear, succeeded immediately by the same sounds veiled
or muffled—a plaintive echo.
The tirUe allowed for wedding peals should be strictly limited.
Three hours at the outside are quite long enough, and there is no earthly
reason why ringers, whose duties lie mostly in the humbler ranks of
life, should lose a whole day's work, and at the end perhaps be no better
for it. As to the secular uses of church bells, all matters of national
rejoicing or mourning are fit occasions for their use. In this they can
truly proclaim, as inscribed on a church bell at Plymouth,—
‘ Gaudeo cum gaudentibus,
Doleo cum dolentibus.’
But never, never, should their iron tongues be used to excite political :r
party passi: ns.
I must now say a few words concerning inscriptions on beEs, T r ir r g
my remarks w ith church bells in this deanery. The oldest
nstr y
only a cross, or some other sacred symbol, w ith a text from Scripture or
the Breviary, e.g.:—
•
‘ Sit nomen Domini benedietum.’ (Rimpton, 3rd.)
1Domine dirige nos.’ (Sutton Bingham.)
‘ Vox Augustini sonat in aure Dei.’ (Barwick, treble.)
The borders of the text are often beautifully embellished, but no founder’s
or donor’s names appear : the bell bad simply its sacred message to convey.
A t a later date invocations to saints occur, e.g.:— .
‘ Ave Micael, ora pro nobis.’ (Queen Camel, 2nd.)
• Sanote Katerina, ora pro nobis.’ (Barwiek, 2nd ; Tent, treble.)
The following bells in this deanery bear the usual invocation to the
B .V .M .:—
‘
‘ Sancta Maria, ora pro nobis.’
(Templecombe, tenor; Horsington, 2nd; Sandford Orcas, ten o r; Trent,
4th.) Poyntington, 2nd, has simply ‘ Ma r ia .’ Horsington, tenor, has—
‘ Ave gracise plena, Dominus tecum.’
A t a still later date the inscriptions become didactic, e.g.:—
‘ Give thanks to God.’ (Chilton Cantelo, 3rd.)
1All that bath breath praise the Lord.’ (Mudford, 2nd.)
1Draw near to God.’ (Queen Camel, 4th ; Trent, 3rd.)
‘ Praise Him upon the loud cymbals.’ (Closworth, 3rd.)
A t the next stage we find mottoes which ascribe a certain personality
to the hell, at first as a preacher or moralist, e.g.:—
‘ I to the church the living call,
And to the grave do summons all.’
(Milborne Port, tenor ; Preston, tenor).
11 sound to bid the sick repent,
In hope of life with Him to spend.’
(Mudford, tenor ; Charlton Horethorn, tenor.)

continued below

By a natural transition such inscriptions often become self-laudatory,
e.g.:—
‘Pull of music are we if well rung.’ (E. Coker, 3rd.)
‘ My treble voice makes hearts rejoice.’ (Queen Camel, treble.)
‘ Although I am the least of all,
I’ll be heard above you all.’ (Yeovil, 3rd, originally treble.)
This self-laudation often passes into doggerel bombast, e.g. :—
' Take and weigh me right,
For I am near five thousand weight.
Sing praise to God.
Stephen Hooper and his wife Joane,
Was the doner alone.
Come let ns sond out,
He keep my place no doubt.
You wrath and wright,
Pray speak the right,
Come see how I am run.
’Twas young Bilbie that cast Me.
Such work you never done.’
(Yeovil, tenor ; weight, 2 tons 4 cwt.)
In explanation of the unintelligible line, ‘ You -wrath and wright,’ it may
be noticed th a t the tenor at Somerton, cast by the same founders (the
Bilbies) runs,—
1Frind [sic] Wroth and Knight [known founders],
For all your spite,
Ould Edw. Bilbie me rund.
Pull me round and hear me sound.
Erind, such work you never done.’
But Bilbie was not allowed to have it all his own way. On the 5th
hell at Backwell we find—
‘ Bilby and Boosh may come and see
What Evans and Nolt have done by Me.’
E. Cockey, who cast hells for Horsington,’Stowell, and N. Cheriton,
gets a challenge occasionally f e - !•
‘ Come here friend Knight and Cockey,
Such work as this you cannot do.’
(Thos. Bilbie, Milborne Port, 7th.)
And sometimes a severe snubbing •.—
1Be for [sic] I was abroke, I was as good as any,
But, when that Coekey casted I near was worth a penny.’
(Dunkerton.)
There is a very curious inscription on Queen Camel tenor :—*Heare I am, as you may see.
Wm. Penny and his wife gave me to this church,
Free to be mayntained for ever, 1633.
Ting, tang. Harck, Bessy Perry call,
Come to church and serve God all.’
Among the freaks of founders is that of placing the whole alphabet
round the hell. There are only four such inscriptions in Somerset. One
occurs in this deanery, viz., Closworth tenor. I t is supposed to he the
■vyorl? of B,, Sampson, who had a foundry at Aish Priors, near Taunton.
! Yrtti. (WiicludS
With sOBie remafkf Oil niigefs firni rihgiiig;
‘ Disturbed df the human rabbi
Your bSlls arb always rlngihg;
I wish the i-dpes Were found your necks,
And you with them were swinging.’
The ringer of the olden days was certainly not a very reputable
Character; indeed, tire name was synonymous with idler and drunkard.
Much, however, has been done in the way of belfry reform during the
past thirty years. Good rules have been judiciously introduced, bells
have been set in order, belfries brought down to the floor of the church,
so th at the ringers may exercise their functions in conspectu ecclerice,
instead of being relegated to a loft, which it was very difficult to realise
as being part of the sacred building. Above all, the clergy in many
instances have taken an interest and a personal part in ringing. Still,
there are many parishes which these and other desirable reforms have
not reached.
1. I would plead strongly for all belfries being on the ground floor.
The great opponents to this arrangement are architects. Caique in sua
arte, &c. Let architects stick to architectural arrangements pure and
simple, and leave such abominations as ‘loft-belfries ’ and ‘ organ-chambers ’
to be consigned to oblivion. As much harm has been done in the latter
case to the tone of the instrument, which, when so treated, reminds one
of a caged lion, as in the former case to the tone and conduct of the ringers.
2. If ringers are to be efficient, a better class of men must he intro
duced into our belfries. The thing must not he left in the hands of
labourers. We w ant intelligent young farmers, and now and then the
squire, and above all the parson, to become ringers; and I do not believe
th at ringers as a class will ever be much improved until this is the case.
Mixed with a more intelligent class of men, and under good training,
the labourer will make an efficient ringer, hut never if left to himself or
to his own class. A Q uestion.
Sir,—I live and am churchwarden in a country town of about So «j in
habitants. We have a fine peal of eight bells, and fairly good ringing. A
collection is made at Christmas time for funds to meet the expenses. After
they are paid a surplus remains of about 10Z., which the ringing members of
the Society claim, and desire should be divided amongst them, but which
some few think should be reserved as a fund to meet accidental demands
which may occur. Will some of your readers kindly give their experience
and advice in such a matter ?
Churchwarden.
October 25th.

Published: 31.x.1890
Churchw ardens and Bells.
Sir ,—Ringers can have no sort of right to demand that the surplus of a
collection in aid of bell-ringing expanses should be shared out amongst them
selves. The disposal of such a surplus is at the absolute discretion of the
Churchwardens, subject of course to the general law which regulates the
duty of Churchwardens. Churchwardens will he well advised to lay by any
such surplus for unforeseen special expenses.
G. F. C h ambers .
1 Cloisters, Temple, November 1st, 1890.

Published: 7.xi.1890

3. I plead strongly for the cultivation of systematic change-ringing.
I say ‘ systematic ’ because the so-called ‘ changes ’ of our country parishes
are mostly ‘ call-changes.’ B ut not even this is attempted in most
country parishes, and the ear is wearied w ith the mechanical monotony
of everlasting ‘ rounds.’
‘ But what can you do w ith a ring of three or four bells only ? ’
Well, these are the very belfries in which beginners should learn. I t is
only after mastering changes on this limited number of bells th at it is
possible to learn changes on five or six bells. If a mail learns nothing
but how to have a perfect management of his bell, so that he can pull
her as he likes without looking at the rope [or blindfold), which he can
learn on one bell (clapper-tied, of course), he has made the necessary
start to enable him to take his place as a change-learner. I t is, of
course, necessary that however few the bells are, they should be properly
hung and in good order. If not, it is the churchwardens' business to see
th at they are in ringable order. If possible, every tower should have five
hells, preferably six._ Eight, to my mind, is the most satisfactory from
a musical point of view. I f there are only three, and the tower is big
enough to hold two upper hells, and the necessary funds forthcoming, by
all means have the additional bells, or the three old bells can be cast into five.
A very light peal of five is infinitely preferable to a monotonous peal of
three. If there is no room for the addition, a set of eight chimes can be
had at a moderate cost,_ which will produce all the changes, although of
course w ith nothing like the quality of tone obtainable from swung
bells! A ll the changes can thus be learnt on the chimes before being
attempted in a large belfry; or a set of handbells can be had for 31. or
41., which will serve the same purpose.
I have not had the opportunity of learning change-ringing on church
bells; but having some two years since joined a set of handbell-ringers,
and learnt ‘ Grandsire,’ I have been struck with the vast stores of real
melody wrapped up in ‘ changes,’ the greater part being a terra incognita
even to the musician; while to the ear initiated to hell-changes, the
beauty of melody is still further enhanced by the sequence, simple or
complex, of the particular method in use. Now, all this is to be heard
to perfection on the church hells, which besides giving fuller and more
beautiful effects, heard far and wide, call forth from the ringers the
exercise of muscle, nerve, quickness of eye and ear, a retentive memory,
and all those qualities which expand under good training and discipline.
Nor is this all. The cultivation of change-ringing, and the habits of
discipline which it produces amongst the ringers, tend to create that
proper feeling of reverence for God’s House which, aias 1 in too many
instances has been conspicuous by its absence.
I t is w ith this object in view that Associations of Change-ringers
exist. One such Association has been established for the deaneries of
Bath and Keynsham, and it is now proposed that this should be extended
so as to become a diocesan organization. I earnestly hope th at this may
be carried out. Should such a Society be formed, it would be easy to
distribute its operations into convenient districts. There are several
GkUffskas lit litis dis&Mf ef i t a t e a w ith im lls E t f la p of M e , and
the iasitffiM i; to d m p r s would as datiht fa g lia to join in the
proftosed sclieiite Sudh churches wotild form iiatuM etotres for stated
practices, oh periodical meetings, while afi ton tiil meeting, pl-ededed by
Divine service, might be held at Wells, or some other large town in the
diocese. The plan has worked well in the neighbouring dioceses of
Exeter and Salisbury, and it has always surprised me that, considering
the nlimber of good belfries in the county of Somerset, nothing similar
has beell attempted in this diocese.

Published: 30.v.1890, 6.vi.1890 and 13.vi.1890

On Tuesday, December 23rd, a set of eight tubular bells (supplied by
Harrington, Lathom, & Co., of Coventry), erected in the tower of Holy Trinity
Church, were dedicated by Bishop Mitchinson. These tubular bells were
presented by the children of the late Mr. Samuel Ratcliff, of Highfields,
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, to his memory. Among those present and taking part
in the service were the Rev. H. B. St. John, vicar of Holy Trinity ; Canon
Denton, vicar of Ashby-de-la-Zouch; Kev. A. S. Mammatt, vicar of
Packington, and others.

Published: 2.i.1891
The spire of St. Helen’s Church, Ryde, Isle of Wight, which was built at
the beginning cf the last century, was, shortly after completion, struck by
lightning, and it was believed that a large bell was broken at the same time.
This week Mr. Calloway, one of the churchwardens, went into the belfry, and
out of curiosity examined the bell. Instead of a crack he found a piece of
wood, which had been broken from the wheel, was pressing against the bell
and stopping the vibrations. On removing this the bell, after being muffled
for 170 years, rang out in a way which astonished the inhabitants.

Published: 26.iii.1891

'The New Zealand Church News says that of the ten hells in Christchurch
Cathedral eight were given by the late Mr. Robert Rhodes, and the two
smaller ones by Mr. E. P. W. Miles. The total weight of the peal is 6 tons,
17 cwt., 24 lb. For more than the last 200 years bell-founding appears to
have been the refuge for doggerel, and Christohuroh has not escaped it. The
following are the inscriptions cast on the hells. On the first and second
bells :—
‘We two little bells to complete the chime,
Were nearly left out too late,
When Miles to the rescue, but just in time,
Added us on to the eight. ’
On the tenor bell:—
‘ Through all the roads of life, the best,
We’U strive to be your guide ;
And let our notes do your behest
By tolling far and wide.
We've crossed the sea to this fair land,
To do God all the honour;
From clime to dime we'll ring our chime,
And tell of Rhodes, the donor.’

Published: 14.iv.1891
T he Bishop of Salisbury on Friday dedicated a peal of bells which have
been placed in All Saints’ Church, Wyke Regis, a village about a mile from
Weymouth. This is the only peal in the neighbourhood. Towards the cost
—6001.—there has been a most generous response. The peal consists of
eight bells, three of which are the gifts of private individuals, and only about
1001. are now required. The bells are very musical in tone. They were
rung by change-ringers from St. Peter’s, Bournemouth, on the occasion of
their dedication.

Published: 22.v.1891

Iron Clappers or W ood Clappers?
Snt,—Having read a great deal in local papers respecting the incessant
noise caused by the ringing of church bells, I beg to suggest as a remedy
that if the clappers were made from teak or boxwood the tone would be so
much more subdued, and less disagreeable to those who complain. Then
probably we should hear more of the art of change-ringing than we do at the
present time, instead of the monotonous tolling of one single bell, oftimes
emanating from belfries which contain a full peal. I, for one, should feel
sorry that church bell-ringing should cease to exist, which, practically
speaking, it does in some districts at the present time.
C. W heeler.
93 Hugh Street, Pimlico, S.W,

Published: 17.vii.1891
C hurch-hell N uisance in Tow ns.
Sib ,—I fear that your correspondent Mr. C. Wheeler’s suggestion about
wooden clappers is hardly practicable, although I have heard of clappers
being plugged with wood as a handbell clapper is with leather; but I fancy
these must often want replugging.
Speaking generally of the nuisance caused by church bells in large towns,
IJoelieve that what is complained of comes chiefly from churches having a
single noisy bell, and not from those possessing a peal.
I never could understand why, because one church which has a musical
peal of bells rings or chimes for, say, half an hour, another with one noisy
clanging bell in a turret should think it necessary to toll the same for a like
period before a service. Surely in such a ease a few strokes at half an hour
or a quarter of an hour before, and again just before the commencement of
Divine service, would be quite enough. With regard to single bells, a large
one of not less that fifteen hundredweight in F is much more tolerable, and
not nearly so noisy, as a small one of two or three hundredweight.
St. Ann’s Terrace, Salisbury, July 21th, 1891.
J. R. Jebram.

Published: 14.viii.1891
A fa c u l t y has been granted by Dr. T. H. Tristram, Q.C., chancellor of
the diocese of Ripon, authorising the hanging of a ring of bells in the tower
of the church of St. Barnabas, Heaton, Bradford. The bells are the gift of
Mr. F. Illingworth, one of the parishioners.

Published: 7.viii.1891
Winchester Cathedral’s tenor bell of the ring of eight hanging in the
Norman tower, has a large crack at the part where the clapper strikes, and its
recasting is a necessity. This bell was oast in 1734 by Richard Phelps, of
London, and bears the inscription, • God bless the Rev. Charles Naylor, dean,
and the Rev. Prebends of this Church.’

An Appeal,
Sir ,—We are sadly in need of a small bell for a Mission Church of which
I have the charge. The one in use at present is cracked. The congregation
—all poor—have done a great deal towards improving the church, but have
not been able to raise sufficient funds to purchase a new bell.
Will any reader of Church Bells be good enough to give us one, or sell for
a small sum ?
P riest;
1 Radnor Place, Birkenhead.

Published: 25.ix.1891

Published: 7.viii.1891
Croyland.Abbey and its Bells.
Sir ,—On 23rd August, 1889, yon kindly granted space in the pages of
Church Bells for a short history of the bells of Croyland Abbey. I then ap
pealed to the readers for help to make safe this venerable Benedictine monas
tery (part of which is still used as the Parish Church of Crowland), and
which remains a striking proof of the architectural skill, charity, and power
of religion in the days of old. Probably, as the work is now strictly connected
with the bell-chamber, the readers of Church Bells may be drawn to give us
help in raising the necessary funds, so that the bells of Croyland Abbey, after
a silence of nearly four years, may resound again through the Lincolnshire
Fens their sweet and melodious voice of welcome to this ancient House of
Prayer. Sir—1tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askelon ’—
to my appeal in Church Bells only a few of the readers responded by for
warding a donation!
In Croyland Abbey1the first peal was hung, and the first happy marriages
rung’ in England. In 946 a.d. Abbot Thurkytel gave a peal of seven bells,
and named them Guthlae, Bartholomew, Tatwyn, Betelin, Bega, and Pega.
Fox nearly one thousand and fifty years the Croylahd Abbey bells have
(through the extended plains of South Holland) sent forth the melody of their
sweet sound; hence the proverb, 1As sweet as Croyland bells.’
Shall this national relic be allowed to collapse for the sake of 17001. ?
Surely not, if Churehmen come to our aid. The sum required for the bellchamber is 440Z. 15s. The perpendicular lines of the tower are now made
safe, but the horizontals or bonders are urgently needed, and form our present
danger. The oak beams of the bell-chamber are rotten, and three are broken,
Would it not be a discredit to the nation to allow this ancient historical
Benedictine monastery, the nursing mother of Cambridge University, and the
arish church of a large, but exceedingly poor, Lincolnshire benefice, to ecl
ipse through sheer neglect or apathy on our part ? Surely, as the connect
ing link between the past and the future, we of the present age must do our
duty to hand down to our children’s children this venerable relie, praying
earnestly that the readers of Church Bells may now make a prompt and
liberal response, as the work is urgent. Donors to the fund are requested to
forward, with their donations, their names, designation, and address, that a
numbered receipt may be forwarded per return of post.
T. H. L e B ceuf,
Rector of Crowland, near Peterborough.
P. S.—It is a very interesting sight to see the men now at work on the out
side of the steeple.

E

T he bells of St. Paul’s Cathedral will be 'rung at an early hour this
evening, instead of at midnight, as formerly, in consequence of the noisy
assemblage last year in St. Paul’s Churchyard.

Published: 1.i.1892
A NEW bell, weighing 1J tons, for St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Sydney, ha?
been put into position. It was east by Messrs. John Taylor & Sons, Lough
borough, Leicestershire, The new bell was erected for the Cathedral Chapter
by Mr. Henry Daly, who is the Australian agent for Messrs. Taylor. It is
fixed in the northern tower of the Cathedral, The note is D.

Published: 8.i.1892
T h e ancient bell of the church of Llanllyfni, in Wales, is now used to
summon to service a congregation in Patagonia. In the interior of Patagonia
there is a little colony of Welshmen, the majority of whom are Churehmen,
and have built a church capable of holding about a hundred people. They
are very proud of having secured a real church bell from the old country.

Published: 27.v.1892
A p e a l of bells, which have cost about 600Z., are to be hung in the tower
of Bolstcrstonc parish church, Deepcar, near Sheffield, as a memorial of the
Rev. John Bell, a former vicar of the parish.

Published: 10.vi.1892
A larue part of the wall of the tower of the parish church, Great Chishall,
Essex, fell in with a loud crash on Tuesday morning. Signs of lateral ex
pansion of the tower had been noticed lately, and on Monday a survey had
been made with a view to removing the peal of bells which are now in a
dangerous position.

Published: 22.vii.1892

Published: 9.x.1891
‘ Ye ringers all observe these orders well—
l i e forfeits 12 pence that turns off a b e ll;
And he that doth ring with either spnrr or bait,
H is sixpence certainly shall pay for that.
He that doth spoile, or doth disturb a peele,
Shall pay his 1 pence for a ** of ale ;
And he that is heard to curse or sweare,
Shall pay his 12 pence and forbeare.
These customs elsewhere now be used,
Lest bells and ringers be abused.
Yo gallants then that on purpose come to ring,
Bee that ye coyne along with you do bring,
And further also that if you ring here,
You must ring truly both with hand and care;
Or else your forfeits surely pay,
And that full speedily without delay.
Our laws is old that are not new,
The sexton looketh for his due.’

Chester, St John Baptist (1689) Published: 15.vii.1892

‘

If to ring you do come here
You must ring well with hand and ear;
And if a hell you over Thro
Sixpence you pay be Fore you Go
And if you do sware or Curas
Twelve pence is due Fooll out your Fares
And if you ring with spur or Hatt
Fore pence you are to pay for that
Gur laws are ould thay are not New
The Clark and ringers will claim their dew.
1 7 4 4 .’

Condover, St Andrew Published: 22.vii.1892

4You that are Ringers or wou’d learn to Ring
observe these orders well in every thing
He that for want of care o’er turns a Bell
shall 2d. pay in Money not in Ale
Ani he that rings with either Spur* or Hat
shall pay His 6rf. certainly for that
He that persumes to Ring and spoils a Peal
shall 6d. pay in Money or in Ale
These orders well observe and then you may
with Pleasure spend with us this joyfull day.’
These rules are cut in a stone tablet inserted in the belfry wall,

The Passing BelL
Sib,—It has been suggested that the explanation of the proverb, ‘ Nine
tailors make a man,’ is that it is a corruption of ‘ Nine tellers make a man,’
the three times three strokes cm the passing bell, which indicate that
the person who is tolled for is a man. But I find that this custom is by no
means invariable, and I thought it would be interesting to learn from some
of your correspondents what different customs they are familiar with in the
matter, and what light they can throw on the subject.
A F.
The Residence. Southaell, Notts.

*■ ‘ Spur ' seems to refer to ringers who have ridden some distance to ring.

The Passing Bell.
Sib,—The subject which is alluded to by • H. F. is one U
f.—» •:.=
interest in many of its connexions- W
thmt mmtt
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tolls, is represented in the allusion sc • clue a._crs - i, - - ,
us s s
also put in North's Church Bells a f SmrthMmpnmmmhmrv^ mmma tto fee far
fetched, as it appears that ‘ nine tailors make a man ' U a ctcotob re a
very reverse and true saying, ‘ that one tailor was the mating of niLeceen
men,’ or as the idea is, in poetical language, 4Men three-para made hr
tailors and by barbers.’
The great Lord Burleigh, It is said, used to observe when he threw off
his treasury robes, ‘ there lye lord treasurer;’ and, as further observed in a
reference work of 1830, ‘ would it not be somewhere about the mark if. when
two-thirds of our sprigs of fashion took off their clothes were to say, “ there
lyes manhood.” ’
It is, it appears, quite true that the old custom of tolling three-timesthree for a man’s, and three-times-two for a woman’s passing knell, is not
by any means adhered to in these days in various counties, or parts o£
counties. The usual custom referred to in the ancient Homily by Hone and.
others in connexion with man’s representation of the Trinity, <fee., seems s&
have died out to a large extent.

Salford, Holy Trinity Published: 14.iv.1893
T he P assing Bell.
Sm,—The custom of tolling the-1Passing Bell ’ (so called) is yet observed
in the parish of Rothbury, Northumberland, by which the parishioners are
informed of the solemn fact that one of their friends and neighbour has
been called to hi* long home, for it is not nntil after the death has actually
taken place that the sexton is requested by the relatives to toll the bell.
After the bell has been tolled for about fifteen minutes the sex of the deceased
person is denoted by giving a certain number of sharp strokes, as follows :
Nine strokes for a man, six for a woman, and three for a child. An interest
ing account of the ‘ Passing Bell’ (properly so called) is to be found in
Brand’s Popular Antiquities (Bohn’s ‘ Antiquarian Library ’), vol. ii. pp. 202
to 220.
D. D, Dixon,
Rothbury,

Published: 17.iii.1893
The P assing Bell.
Sir,—The custom of ringing the 4Passing Bell ’ is very general in this
neighbourhood, At the parish church in this town the mode of ringing is as
follows : — Before raising the bell three distinct strokes are given if the
deceased is a man, two for a woman, and one for a child. At the conclusion
of the tolling, after the hell has been lowered, three threes are struck for a
man, two threes for a woman, and one three for a child.
Wisbech.
O. H. Sutherland.

Published: 4.iv.1893
I t is proposed to place a p ad of bells in the new church at Scunthorpe in
memory of the late IvorI Ss- Oswald, by whom the church wa3 erected.

Published: 24.ii.1893

Published: 21.x.1892

My deceased friend Mr. Stahlschmidt put it on record that in Kent, at
one hundred and five places the old custom of threes and twos for sexes was
continued, whilst at about thirty-six places variations were found; and at
fourteen places in Surrey the old custom prevailed. Neither Messrs. Ellaeombe or North seem to have directe d their attention to the continuance or
disuse of the custom in detail.
In a very valuable Church weekly of 1846 a review is given of a course of
sermons, in which the following quotations appear bearing on this point;—
1In life or death we (Christians and Churchmen) are members one of another.’
1Too true, however, is it that to multitudes who are called by the name of
Christ, self is everything and Christian fellowship nothing. We have lost
those true Catholic feelings of mutual interest for and in each other, and for
all that everywhere are called by the name of Christ, which were eminently
characteristic of the first ages of the Church.’ ‘ This want of regard is
illustrated by the fact that few, if any, when they hear the passing bell, ever
think of praying for the passing soul.’
And this is probably the reason why we seldom, if ever, ‘ hear that bell at
all before the soul has passed away.’
‘ Praying for the dying has indeed been forgotten by us, and so the pass
ing bell has been an unmeaning thing.’
S. B. Goslin.
Bishopsgate, E.G.

Published: 18.xi.1892
T h u E ditor would be glad to be in form ed o f th e address o f a farmhouse in the Midlands
where there is an in teresting old bell bearing- the initials H . S., and the date 1590.

Published: 5.v.1893
A n A n c ie n t B e l l .— The E ditor would be glad to have the address o f the farmhouse
a M idland county where th ere is an old bell bearing th e in itials * H . S ./ and th e date

Published: 23.vi.1893

Custody , e t c ., op ‘ Ch urch B e l l s / —Robert Cross, Bakewell, w rites: * Possibly it
may interest others as well as myself if you could say to whom do the parish church bells
ringers ?'
°an order or f°rbid the ringing of them ? Who can engage or dismiss

[They belong to the Church. Their legal control is regulated by tbe Canons of 1603.
th ^ 0V l the war^ens» or questmen, and their assistants are prohibited from allowing
the bells to be rung at any time without good cause to be allowed by the clergyman and
by themselves. Dr. Phillimore says that, although the churchwardens may concur in the
ringing and tolling of the bells, tho incumbent may, nevertheless, prevent the wardens from
rmging or tolling them a t undue hours or without just cause. Lord Stowell also gives the
PP11?1®*1 at the bells cannot be rung without the codsent of the incumbent, and declares
m a t the 88th Canon is precise upon this point, and binding upon the churchwardens.—E d . 1

Published: 28.iv.1893
Ringing French Bells.
Sir ,—I shall be infinitely obliged if some of your readers can give me any
information respeeting (1) the method of hanging, (2) the method of ringing,
French bells.
At our church here (St. John’s) we were presented, some two years ago,
with a peal oifour (Do, Mi, Sol, Do) bells of a most splendid tone, but we
find great difficulty in ringing them, as there seems to be little or no contro
over them,
I shall be pleased at any time to show the bells to any campanologist who
will first communicate with me.
Charles H. Geer.
St. John’s Choir School, St.[Leonards-on-Sea.

Published: 14.vii.1893

Queries and Replies.
T h e Control op B e l l s .—Mr. H. Allen, Commercial School. 1 Maida Yale, Taunton*
w rites:—‘ As a reader of your valuable paper (a copy of which I have received regularly
and have valued for above sixteen years), may I ask yon for the following information?
W hat is the law (if there is any) with regard to having “ a peal of bells ” for ringing in a
tower or spire ? In this town we have (in the borough, I mean) three parishes. St. Mary’s,
St. James', and Wilton. In the Parish church towers there are “ peals of bells/’ In the
Borough there are also three District churches. Holy Trinity, St. John’s, and St. Andrew’s.
In each of these there is only one bell for tolling for service or other purposes. Please
state whether parish churches only have the right to use the peal of bells, or, if there are
exceptions, what are they ? ’
[We are not quite sure th at we rightly understand our correspondent’s inquiry ; but, if
he means in whom is the control of the bells in any church vested, the answer is, In the
incumbent so far as all practical purposes arc concerned. I t is true th at by Canon 88 the
churchwardens or questmen have a certain limited control over the bells, but Dr.
Phillimore says,nevertheless, the incumbent may prevent them from using them at undne
hours or without just cause. Lord Stowell also gave the opinion th at the bells could not
be rung without the consent of the incumbent, and considered th at the 88th Canon was
preoise on the point, and binding on the churchwardens.—E d . C. B .]

Published: 15.ix.1893
Canon Downino, of Llandaff Cathedral, has accepted the office of secretary
to the recently formed Llandaff Diocesan Bell-ringers’ Association, of which
the Bishop is president and the Dean and archdeacons of the diocese vice
presidents.

Published: 27.x.1893
Services in connexion with the dedication of the new bells, and the re
hanging of the fine old peal, will be held on Tuesday in the Priory Church,
Leominster, as follows:—At 8 a.m. there will be a celebration of the Holy
Communion; 12.30 p.m., dedication of the new bells (in the Norman church);
7 p.m., full festal evensong. The dedication will be performed by the
Bishop of Shrewsbury, who will also preach at the evening servioe. The
services will be continued on Sunday, November 25tb.

Published: 16.xi.1894

W anted, a Bell for New Zealand.
Sir,—As pastor of a very large parochial district in Otago, New Zealand,
extending over about 1600 square miles, I write, hoping to awaken the
practical sympathy of your readers. Of the six divisions of my district, one
consists of a coal-mining population, where the very small proportion of
Church people (the whole place being a Presbytei ian settlement) have com
bined and built a little wooden church.
The average congregation not being a large one, the want is much felt of
a bell to call them together. The poverty of the people quite prevents the
idea of obtaining one for themselves, and this must be my excuse for this
appeal, as I promised them I would do my best while in England to make
their want known, and I have no doubt that some of my brother clergy who
are restoring or enlarging their own churches will be also requiring larger
bells, and may have laid aside one which would be quite big enough for us,
and which they would be able to give. Of course I will take upon myself all
expenses of carriage, (fee.
T. F r a n k D o d d , Curate-in-Charge of Inch-Clutha, Balclutha
Kaitaugat Clinton, and Owaka.
5 Holmesdale Road, Sevenoaks, July 1ith.

Published: 20.vii.1894
T he tower of St. Columb Church, Cornwall, was struck by a thunderbolt
on Sunday night. The service had just commenced when a flash of bluish
colour and intense brilliancy was seen, followed by a deafening crash.
The belfry was practioally wrecked. The congregation were much alarmed,
but no one was injured except one of the ringers.

Published: 11.i.1895

Bell Clappers.

Sir ,—In your ‘ Art of the Bell-founder,’ stress is laid on the iron clapper.
Now, it seems to me that iron is not the right metal to make a clapper of,
unless it is needed for the sound. Hand-bells are hit with leather on this
acoount—because of the frequency one sees bells have to be quarter-turned.
Cannot the clapper be the one to suffer, and not the bell, in which ease the
arm might be of iron, and then a double boss of bell-metal, like a ‘ dumb
bell,’ shrunk on to it, in which case the bell would have an even ehance of
resisting its opponent ?
F. W.

Published: Lm.1895

‘ Noisy1 Bells.

Sir ,—We have a remarkably fine-toned and powerful peal of eight bells
at St. Helen’s Church, Worcester, as many of your readers are aware; but,
unfortunately, there is_ no doubt that they are hung about thirty feet too
low. The consequence is that the clang and jar is very great in the imme
diate neighbourhood, more especially in the ease of one house which is
situated at the end of an enclosed paved courtyard immediately below the
tower. Can any of your many readers who are experienced in bells inform
me (1) whether there is any satisfactory and inexpensive method of covering
the windows of the belfry (with wood and felt) so as to modify the sound of
the bells, and (2) whether there is any contrivance of leathern caps for the
clappers possible, which would have the effect of softening without actually
1muffling ’ their sound ? I shall be very grateful for any suggestions. At
present the only alternative to ‘ getting myself disliked ’ in certain quarters
seems to be total prohibition of ringing, which I am most unwilling to resort
to ; and, indeed, I feel sure some artificial means may be found for making
the bells more tolerable even to those who object to them.
C h a b i .e s C h a y t o r , Rector of St. Helen’s, Worcester.
St. Helen’s Rectory, Worcester.

Noisy Bells.

Bib ,—Neither of th8 modes suggested for subduing the noise would be
practicable without destroying the tone of the bells. But it would be quite
possible to contrive a system of deep reversed louvres which would disperse
the sound upwards and away, instead of its falling immediately on the heads
of those below, and without doing injury to their tone. It is a great pity
that the present system of proportioning bells is such as to produce the
largest amount of sound to be heard in the distance, instead of deepening
the tone.
William .White, ICS. A.
30a Wimpole Street, W.
[We have ourselves seen the bells in question, but it is many years ago,
and we forget the position of the bells with respect to the windows. Complete
success has been attained in other instances by bricking up the lower
portion of the windows, so that the only open portion is well above the mouth
of the bells when set. This sends the sojand out and away without either
destroying or smothering the tone. Possibly structural difficulties may
prevent its adoption at St. Helen’s.—E d.]

Published: 11.iv.1895

Published: 5.iv.1895
Australia.
Sir ,—We are much in need of a bell for our church. In the heart of
the Australian ‘ bush ’ the sound of a church bell is seldom heard.
My mission district covers 1500 square miles, and our Church people
scattered over this vast area have built two churches, and are proceeding
with a third and a parsonage house. Will some kind friend or friends give
us a bell for at least the mother ohureh ? We are in the diocese of Bathurst,
lying west of the Blue Mountains. A bell sent to the care of our good
Bishop at Bathurst would reach me.
R. Montgomery,
Narramine, January 22nd, 1895.
Mission Chaplain.

Published: 11.iv.1895

L ord R ayleigh w ill pay the debt on the Terling Church hells out
of the prizes he has received for his discovery of argon. Lord Rayleigh
is the patron of the living, and his country seat is in the district.

Published: 21.ii.1896

Dedication of Church Bells.
S ir ,—Can any of your readers tell me of two or three good sermons
on this subject, to assist me in preparing one for the reopening of our
belfry, after the bells have been rehung, &c. ?
Up p e r .

Published 17.iv.1896

Inscriptions upon Bells.

Bib ,—Although I have been a continuous reader of Church Bells from its
commencement, I do not recall seeing any lists of quaint inscriptions upon
hells. If I am correct, would it not be interesting to those who are fond of
bells to invite your readers to furnish authenticated copies of bell inscrip
tions ? It might be of double advantage, as it might possibly lead some of
your readers to dive into the intricacies of the ancient bell-frames, and
possibly induce those who are responsible for their custody to put them into
clean and working order.
If I am not correct, perhaps you would kindly point me to the year in
which the list of inscriptions appeared.
In our church we have three bells. The tenor has this very dull and
prosaie inscription
‘ Samuel Walker, Esq., Benjamin Sales, Church
wardens, 1722.’
The second is a fourteenth-century bell, bearing the partial inscription,
1HU JUS SCE MICHAELIS.’

The treble has an ornamental band composed of a repetition of the
founder’s mark, ‘ s.s. ebob’ (probably Samuel Sellers, York), between two
bells.
Above is the inscription in another ornamental band, ‘ Gloria Deo in
Altissimis, 1678.’
It is probable that the three original bells were dedicated respectively to
the three Archangels, Raphael, Michael, and Gabriel. Can any expert com
plete the inscription of which that on the second is a part— ‘ h u j u s sc e
MICHAELIS V

VlCABIUS.

[Many hell inseriptions have appeared in our columns.
happy to receive more.—E d.]

We shall be

Published: 26.vii.1895
Sermons on Bells.
Sir ,—I have much pleasure in replying to * Upper’s ’ letter in last
week’s issue. Doubtless he has, or will get, Rev. — Ellaeombe’s sermon,
Bells o f the Church (1862), published by Bell & Daldy, London.
H is Grace the Archbishop of York preached a sermon at St.
Mary Abbott’s, K ensington; and the Rev. H . A. .Cockey, of Oldland,
Bristol, who probably might be able to let you Have notes. There is a
sermon published in Ellacombe’s Bells o f the Church, ‘ Select sermon by
Laurence Beyerlink, canon of A ntw erp (Cologne, 1627), on bells.’
A very good sermon on hells was preached (and published) by the
Rev. Father John Proctor, O.P., Newcastle, in 1881, and in which
there are some very good sentiments, well adapted for Anglicans.
Copies of this are scarce. I could get some passages copied out if he
wishes. I take great interest in the subject.
S._B. G oslist.
Bishopsffdte Foundry, 13 A rtillery Lane, Bishopsyate.

A p o l l as to whether Southwold Church bells s h o u l d be rehung or
foe recast and rehung, has been taken. - There were th irty in favour of
t h e rehanging and twenty-two against.

Published: 22.v.1896

Published: 24.iv.1896
LO VE

OF T H E

P E O P L E FO R T H E IR C H U R C H
BELLS.
I n the village of Fulbourn, n ear Cambridge, th ere were
form erly two churches in one churchyard, those of A ll Saints’
and St. Vigor. On T rin ity Sunday, 1766, th e steeple of All
Saints’ fell down, luckily a t five in th e morning, when no one was
about. There were five bells in th e tower, two of w hich were
broken by th e crash. Things rem ained as they were for nine
years, when an A ct was passed to enable th e R ector and church
wardens to sell the m aterials of th e ruined church, and repair its
dilapidated sister w ith th e proceeds. The am ount raised was b u t
150/.
The broken bells, th e three sound ones, and th e two
belonging to St. Vigor’s, were all recast by Arnold, of St. Neots,
and th e new peal of six was p u t up on th e 9 th of May, 1776, a t a
cost of 308/.
W e are told th a t th e poor inhabitants were so attached to the
old bells of A ll Saints’ th a t they w atched them lying am id th e
ruins for a long tim e, lest th e y should be carried away. Their
fears a t length subsided, and one n ig h t th e churchw ardens did
manage to carry them off to St. Neots. This occasioned a ballad
to be w ritten by a labouring man, which bore very hardly on th e
th e F-ulbourn farm ers. The first verse runs th u s :—-

‘ There are some farmers in Fnlboum town,
They have lately sold what was not their ow n;
They have sold th e bells, likewise the ehurch,
And cheat the poor of twice as much.
And, O ! you Fulbourn farmers, O !’
B u t th e village rhym ester h ad no reason to lam poon th e farm ers,
and, w ithout doubt, he repented of his sm artness in a y ear’s tim e,
when th e new peal of six were on th eir way to St. V igor’s. I n 
deed, th e R ector’s churchw arden, Mr. Edw ard Hancock, whose
nam e deserves to be remembered, conducted th e B ill th ro u g h b oth
Houses of P arliam ent w ithout th e expense of a solicitor.
W hen th e bells were on th e ir way home, th e people drew th e
waggon a furlong or more, and an enthusiast, nam ed Salisbury,
rode on th e great bell w hilst it was draw n up w ithin th e steeple.
Strange to say, his was th e first d eath th e same bell was tolled for,
and th a t w ithin two m onths of its being hu n g in th e 'new bellframe.
~A. L. I.

Published: 28.viii.1896

Iron Bell Frames.
S ib ,—I should be much obliged for your opinion, or the opinion of
your readers w ith practical experience, on the advantages or dis
advantages of iron bell frames.
My bells require to be rehung in a new frame, and oak, teak, and
iron have been suggested. The tenor is SO cwt.
V ic a r .

Published: 27.xi.1896

Queries and Replies.
B ell F rames.—In reply to ‘ Vicar,’ I , , as a ringer and teacher,
would strongly recommend a large oak frame, if the space in the bellchamber he sufficient, because it allows greater freedom in moving
above and among the hells, for oiling, adjusting ropes, screwing up,
tying clappers and muffles, and fixing dumb-praetice apparatus, clockhammers, &c.—Oak .

Published: 4.xii.1896

On Sunday, the congregation at a baptismal service a t St. Nicholas’
Church, Strood, K ent, were alarmed by a portion of the ceiling falling,
whilst simultaneously the feet and legs of a man were seen dangling
through the lath and plaster. A fter a period of suspense, he drew him
self up and appeared later from the belfry in an agitated condition. He
proved to be a new bell-ringer, who, not realising the danger, had been
walking along the roof. H e had the greatest difficulty in saving him
self from falling entirely through.

Published: 5.iii.1897

Zhe possibilities of JSell-rtnaing.
our enterprising contemporary, the Windsor Magazine
(Christmas number), we quote the following extract from an
excellent article on ‘ Bell-ringing,’ which shows that the subject is
becoming an increasingly popular one outside the limits of the
belfry:—
F

rom

‘ The question is often asked, “ Is not bell-ringing very hard work P”
The answer is, It depends entirely on the condition of the fittings and
frame, and the way in which the bells have been bung. The wood is
well-seasoned oak, and a good many of the finest frames have come
from Sussex. It is often harder work to ring a treble bell of five or six
hundredweight for half an hour, when badly hung in a crazy frame,
than it is to ring a tenor of two tons weight for three hours, when
well hung in a rigid frame. It is impossible for even a strong man to
ring some bells for any length of time, while others of greater weight
might be rung by a child. Not long ago the treble of a ring of eight
was rung successfully through a peal of 5040 changes by a young girl
of fifteen. And there have been two occasions when eight men have
rung uninterruptedly for over ten hours to accomplish a peal of nearly
17,000 changes. Bell-ringing, therefore, under proper conditions, de
mands skill aid a certain
amount of staying power rather
than physical strength.’

The article also gives the
following interesting infor
mation with regard to the
ringing societies;—
‘ The earliest metropolitan •
society appears to have been
the “ Scholars of Gheapside,”
founded in 1603, according to
the late Rev. H. T, Ellacombe.
The “ Ancient Society of Col
lege Youths ” succeeded it in
1637. Side by side with the
College Youths there soon
sprang up other societies. The
“ London Scholars,” who after
wards, out of compliment to a
certain victorious Royal Duke,
changed their title to the
“ Royal Cumberland Youths,T
came into existence at the
beginning of the eighteenth
century, and were followed a
few years later—about 1715—
by the “ Union Scholars,”
which society had a brief but
glorious existence of about
forty years. The College and
Cumberland Youths are the
two chief London societies at
the present day, and between
them they number in their
ranks almost all the leading
ringers in the country: but
the first-named has by far the
longest list of members.’

CERTIFICATE OF THE SOCIETY OF EoYAL CUMBERLAND YOUTHS.

Published: 18.xii.1896

£be IRortb China fUMsston.
, T he Rev. 0 . P. W ardell-Yerburgli, rector of Christ Church,
S outh Marylebone, and Commissary for th e Bishop of N orth
China, w rites to us as follows : ‘ Some years ago you allowed me
to appeal to “ bell-ringers” for a complete set of handbells for
th e C hurch of England Mission in Peking, N orth C h in a
The
je su lt was em inently satisfactory, as I was able to send out a set
■of nearly fifty bells, which have been in constant use since then
by th e members of th e Mission.
I have j,sow sent out to th e

H . P. B. asks if any of the readers of Church Bells could inform him
of any church in England where there still exists the old Sancte Bell__
a small bell which hangs in the chancel. He believes th at there are
■very few left, and only knows of one.

Published: 8.vii.1898
T he tower of the Parish Church of Strood, lioehester, destroyed by
fire last December, has been restored, and a new peal of bells and a
clock have been added. The restoration cost 2000£

Published 8.xii.1899
T he Bishop of Ely has dedicated the restored tower of the Parish
Church of Clare, Suffolk. The bells, which have besn silent for a
quarter of a century, have been rehung. The Queen sent a message
‘ conveying her congratulations to those who assisted in the initiation
and successful completion of_the work.’___

Published: 30.xi.1900
R IN G IN G C H U R C H B E L L S B Y E L E C T R IC IT Y .
W hilst welcoming electricity as a motive power for train or trams,
the Home Counties Magazine utters ‘ a protest against the needless
wounding of aesthetic feeling by the proposal of an Essex clergyman to
ring church bells by electricity. Does this gentlemen simply regard
chinch bells as useful machines for calling people to church P Is the
poetry of bell-ringing, is the beauty of the labour it entails, lost on
him ?’

Published: 18.i.1901
A Statutory Limitation of the Numbsr of Church Bells.
S ib ,—I n 1729 an A ct was passed ‘ for providing a maintenance for
the minister of the new church near Bloomsbury Market,’ now known as
St. George’s, Bloomsbury. The A ct (S Geo. II., cap. 19) contains this
clause : ‘ Provided nevertheless, and it is hereby enacted, th at there shall
not be hung up in the steeple or tower of the church any more than one
bell at one time.’ Can any of your readers furnish instances of a similar
prohibition of the number of bells in a church ? About fifty years ago
a movement was started in favour of a full peal at St. George’s, but it
came to nothing, some of the objectors having perhaps discovered the
clause quoted above.
It, B. P.

Published: 10.v.1901
T enor Bell

for the

Canaan

at

Tientsin-

Rev. F. L..flNorrls, son of th e late Venerable Archdeacon N orris, a
tenor bell for his church a t Tientsin., Mr. N orris has raised 541.
tow ards th e cost of th e ball, carriage, insurance, &c,, leaving a
sum of 1CV to be raised a t home. I feel sure th a t there are
m any ringers who would like to help in raising th is amount.
Donations for th is purpose will be thankfully received by me a t
10 D orset Square, N.W .
If this should m eet w ith a generous
response, as I tru s t it will, th e balance, after paying th e debt on
th e p resent bell, will be kept for th e purpose of adding a ring of
bells la ter on. The bell is from th e foundry of Messrs. M eats &
Stainbank, and, in addition to th e names of th e Bishop and Mr.
Norris, bears tins t e x t : “ L et all th e peoples praise Thee.” ’
W e feel sure th a t m any of our readers will show th e ir interest
in th is request, more especially as Mr. W ardell-Y erburgh is him 
self a m em ber of th e Ancient Society of College Y ouths.

Published: 20.viii.1897

Who will offer a Bell ?
S ir ,—I constantly see in your columns the accounts of new bells
being set [up in different places. W hat becomes of the old ones ? I
venture to ask the question in the hope th at some of your many readers
might have compassion on this far-off parish and spare me a couple of
bells, which are greatly needed. The parish of the Huon is very large
and widely scattered (over fifty miles in one direction), and comprises a
great number of townships and bush hamlets, with a population of over
6000. During the twenty-four years I have been in charge we have
raised close on 3000f. for church buildings, &c., hut I have not been able
.to get bells for two of my churches. In both cases we have had to
fight our way step by step against the strongest opposition, and it would
be a real benefit if we could give audible evidence of the ministrations
of the Church. One kind though unknown friend has already sent me
one hell for another church, and I should be most thankful if I could be
further assisted in the same way. In districts so widely scattered, a bell
is almost a necessity.
E dward H . T hompson , Priest-in-Charge.
The Rectory, Franklin, Tasmania, M ay 3rd, 1901.

Published: 28.vi.1901

j£avl£ BelUfounfcers anb tbetr Wlorft.
T h e nam es of no very early bell-founders have come down to
us, p artly from th e fact th a t it is a com paratively late custom for
th e m akers to place th e ir nam es on th e ir work. Probably th e
bell-founder’s a rt was originally practised alm ost exclusively by
ecclesiastics. St. D unstan was instrum ental in hanging bells in
th e C athedral of Canterbury, over which he ruled from .954 t a
968, and it is recorded th a t he n o t only gave bells, b u t also a
series of rules for th e ir correct use. Being a practised artificer,
i t is hig hly probable th a t th e founding of these bells would be a t
least superintended by him in person.
A disciple of his, St.
Ethelw old, bishop of W inchester from 963 to 984, followed his
m aster in his love for th e m echanical arts; and under his super
vision bells were cast and h ung in th e Abbey C hurch at Abingdon.
A nother even m ore famous A bbot was T h u rk y tu l of Croyland,
who, about th e year 930, cast th e g reat bell of his Abbey, and
nam ed it after th e patron saint, S t. G u th la c ; and subsequently
Egelric, a la ter abbot, added others, whose combined music was
1 th e m ost exquisite harm ony,’ according to the chronicler,
Ingulphus.
As churches and m onastic houses increased in num ber,
n atu rally th e a rt of bell-founding drifted into th e hands of a pro
fessional class, and scattered records of some of its members have
come down to our time. In 1299 there was a t Lynn, in Norfolk,
one M aster Jo h n th e Founder, and we find records of two others
of th e same trade a t this place during th e following century. The
chief centres of th is a rt in E ngland in mediaeval days were York,
Gloucester, and London. John of York was a great bell-founder
of about th e m iddle of th e fourteenth century, whose works are
to be found in several places in th e m idland counties, as fur
example a t Sproxton, In Leicestershire, where a bell is inscribed :
‘ Ihohannes de Yorke m e fecit in honore b eata M arie.’ The
F abric Rolls of York M ins‘er m ention a bell-founder of th e nam e
of J o h n H oton, in th e year 1473. In th e belfry of C hrist Church,
K ing’s Court, York, is a bell dated 1659, w hich was cast by
W illiam Cureton, of Toft Green. A t th e same place Samuel
Sm ith, father and son, carried on th e business of bell-founding for
m any years. The father died in 1709, and th e son, who was
Sheriff in 1723-4, followed him in 1731 ; both being buried a t
H oly T rinity Church, M icklegate, York, where one of th e ir bells
hangs. O ther examples of th e ir work are found a t St. M artin’s,
St. M argaret’s, St. Crux, St. C uthbert’s, and St. M ary’s in th e city
of York, and a t num erous other places, as a t Filey, where th iee
bells bears th e ir m ark ‘ S. S. Ebor,’ together w ith th e dates 1675,
1682, and 1700. A nother fath er and son who were alike in nam e
an d business were th e two bell-founders nam ed Edw ard Seller.
They cast a bell for the church of St. Denis in 1718, th e whole
ring of eight for S t. M artin-le-Grand, Coney S treet, ia 1729, and
a single one for St. Saviour’s in 1730. The son, who was Sheriff
in 1731-2, died in 1764. Curious to relate, y et a th ird case m eets
us in York of th is industry passing from father to son in th e ease
of George and R obert D alton. The foundry of th is firm was in
Stonegate, and bells therefrom still hang in the steeples of St,
M argaret’s (one bell dated 1788) and of St, Olave’s (six bells
d ated 1789). W ith th e death of th e younger D alton w ithin th e
present century, th e p u rsu it of the bell founder’s a i t in th e city
of Y ork ceased.

The originator of th e in d u stry a t G loucester seems to have
been a m an nam ed A lexander, or Sandro, early iu th e fou rteen th
century, who combined w ith bell-founding th e craft of p o tter. I n
1346, m ention is m ade in th e F abric R oll of E ly C athedral of
bells made by Jo h n of Gloucester, who probably succeeded Sandre
in bis business. T he b est known of th e G loucester founders,
however, is A braham R udhall, who was established there in 1684.
H is descendants continued to follow th e same art, and th e ir
works are found in m any places— a fine rin g of te n a t W rexham,
for example, coming from th e ir foundry in 1726. H alf a century
la te r th ey issued a statem e n t showing th a t, down to Lady Day,
1774, th e R u dhall fam ily had tu rn e d o u t 3594 bells, including
those a t St. D u n stan ’s-in-the East, Sc. B ride’s, and St. M artin ’s-inthe-Fields, London.
Of th e founders in th e m etropolis, one of the m ost conspicuous
nam es is th a t of R obert Mot, who established th e W hitechapel
B ell-foundry in th e six teen th century. This passed a t a la te r
date into th e hands of Messrs. L ester & Pack, who cast am ong
others th e g .e a t bell a t C anterbury in 1762. T he m oulding in
th is case was in tru sted to W illiam C hapm an, a nephew of th e
senior p artn er in th e firm, w hich sh o rtly after included him and
became Pack & Chapm an.
A m ongst those who w itnessed th e casting of th e g re a t bell a t
C anterbury, was a young m an who evinced so strong an in terest
in th e work th a t C hapm an took notice of him , and offered to
m ake a bell-founder of him if he would go to London. This was
W illiam M ears, and from this incident it came to pass th a t subse
qu en tly th e foundry became th e p rep erty of th e M ears family.
The rings of twelve a t Cambridge, Shoreditch, Cornhill, B irm ing
ham , Cheapside, C ripplegate, Norwich, Wakefield, Halifax, Shrew s
bury, Sheffield, Quex Park, Oldham, Leeds, W est Bromwich,
Y arm outh, and York, are all productions from th e W hitechapel
F oundry, as also are th e famous tens a t R otherham , Coventry,
and Stepney. Jo h n of York Is supposed to have introduced th e
in d u stry into Leicestershire, and to have been succeeded by th e
Newcombes, one of whose bells b u n g in th e P arish C hurch of
Loughborough u n til th e whole rin g was recast by a la te r suc
cessor, Tbomas E ayres of K etterin g and St. Neots. The n ex t to
tak e u p th e work was E dw ard Arnold, who oast bells for
Q uorndon in 1773, an d for R othley in 1784.
O th er English founders were Miles Graye, who cast bells for
Baldock, H erts, in 1650 and 1655 ; W illiam Oldfield, of D oncaster,
who cast th e g reat bell a t S n aith in 1 6 2 4 ; H enry K n ig h t, of
Reading, who recast six bells a t N ew bury in .1680, m aking them
a rin g of e ig h t; th e Norrises, who th ro u g h o u t th e whole of the
seventeenth cen tu ry carried on th e work of bell-founding a t
S tam fo rd ; and th e Bilbles, who from 1700 to 1815 h ad a foundry
a t Chewstoke, in Somersetshire. I n m any cases it is certain th a t
th e bell-founder did n o t devote him self exclusively to th a t work.
Ropeforde cast bells for Exeter C athedral in 1284 an d was also
in tru ste d w ith th e repairing of th e organ and th e horloge th e r e ;
sim ilarly Thom as Chyche, in 1500, supplied K in g ’s College, Cam
bridge, b o th w ith bells for its chapel and cooking-pots for its
kitchen. R ichard de W im bish was a p o tte r of London, who also
cast bells in th e early p a rt of th e fo urteenth century.
[The above is an extract from, the Rev. G. S. Ty ache's new work (published
by Wm. Andrews & Co ), of which a review will shortly appear inpur columns.]
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Bell^notes from parish IRegrsters,
I t will be interesting to glean a few notes from some parish
registers w ith reference to church bells. W e can only expect
incidental references to bells in th e registers. E n tries of b irth , or
death, or m arriage need n o t include any allusion to ringing. Such
allusions do, however, occur a t tim es, for th e very reason th a t
th e registers have, fortunately, not been lim ited to dry statistics.
V arious little things, m any of w hich are of th e deepest in terest to
us, and w hich y et did n o t originally claim a place in th e register,
have been entered b y th e gossipy parson or churchw arden, and
th e use of th e parish register has been often given a wide breadth
an d inclusiveness.
F or this we are very thankful.
I n th e
reg ister a t Leyland, Lancashire, we have a m em orandum re
ferring to th e fees of ringers. The date is N ovem ber 4th, 1664
‘ I t is concluded upon by Mr. Rothw ell vicar and th e C hurch
w ardens now in being th a t the ringers appointed by th e m shall
observe to rin g in due tim e on Sundays and ta k e th e benefit of
ringing a t B urialls and other tim es to be divided am ongst them
by equall portions and received and distributed by P ete r Tootell
Clarke or R obert S argeant and hereunto th e ringers doe sub
scribe th e ir nam es th e day and year above w ritten .’
Some entries contain special reference to curfew - ringing.
B enevolent persons have sometimes given a species of endow ment
for th e curfew. F or example, a t Barton, in Lincolnshire, a lady
who h ad lost h er way on th e wolds was enabled to reach home by
th e guiding sound of St. P e te r’s bell. She was so grateful th a t
she gave a piece of laud to th e parish clerk, on condition th a t he
should ring th e bell from seven to eight every evening during th e
w inter h alf of th e year, Sundays excepted.
Som ething very
sim ilar seems to have been done a t St. M argaret’s-on-Cliffe, in
K ent. A n en try in th e register for th e year 1696 is as follows :- a*
1W hereas there has been, and is a t th is tim e, a parcel of land
in th is parish, called by th e nam e of th e Curfew Land, consisting
of five rods more or le s s ; which for some tim e since h a th been
given by a shepherd, who one n ig h t fell over th e Cliff, y et lived so
long as to m ake th e said bequest for ringing of a curfew-bell a t
eig h t of th e clock every n ig h t for th e W inter half-yeare, viz. from
M ichaelm as D ay to Lady D a y ; and now finding the g reat neglect
for some yeares p ast in th e due ringing thereof, and to prevent,
for th e future, any danger which may ensue to travellers and
others being so near th e Cliffe, for w ant of th e due and constant
ringing, if possible th e like Providence m ay n o t befall any others,
—-w'e, th e m inister, Churchw ardens, and others, the Parishioners,
whose nam es are underw ritten, in reference to th e performance of
th e donor’s good in ten t, do hereby order and decree th a t th e said
Curfew Bell be hereafter ru n g — as a t th e neighbouring parishes i t
is— co n sta n tly every n ig h t in th e week, all th e aforesaid w inter
half-yeare, th e full tim e of a qu arter of an hour a t th e least,
w ith o u t any exceptions of S unday nights or H oly-D ay nights, and
he th a t rings is to have and receive the benefit and profit of th e
said Curfew-Land, provided th a t he whoever is or shall be clerk of
th e P arish shall have t^ e refusal of it before any other, If he will
accordingly perform th e contents above specified. B a t if not,
th e n i t shall be a t th e M inister’s and C hurchw ardens’ disposal, to
le t any other have it, who will ring It accordingly. A nd In case
it shall n o t be constantly rung, as is afore specified, it shall be
lawful for th e said M inister and C hurchw ardens to receive th e
re n t from him who occupies th e land, and to deduct o u t of it, for
every n ig h t it shall n o t be rung, tw o pence for any commission
which shall be given to th e poor th a t come constantly to C hurch.’

I t would th u s appear th a t th e ringing of curfew h ad its
definite usefulness, and was n o t m erely a m eaningless survival o f
old custom.
W e read, in th e reg ister of P enn, Staffordshire, th a t th e ringer,
on coming o u t of church one n ig h t after perform ing his d u ty ,
found a deserted child tied to th e church d o o r:—
‘ 1750, M arch 25, M ary Penn, foundling, b apt. T he child
was found tied up in a cloth and h u n g to th e rin g upon th e
south door of P enn church, ab o u t eight o’clock p.m . by W illiam
Baker, as he was coming o u t of church after th e rin g in g of th e
Curfew Bell.’
I n a Lincolnshire reg ister we have a co n tract w ith regard toth e repairing of th e hells. The date is 1578 :—
‘ I t was agreed, upon th e X V Ith of Novemb. anno 1578, be
tw ix t th e C hurchw ardens and th e re st of th e p arish of W ragbie,
and Thom as M ilner of W ragbie aforesaid, th a t he, th e said Thom as
M ilner, shall from th e X V Ith day of N ovem ber of his owne costes
and charges, m aintaine, uphould, an d keepe, all th e bells w ithin
th e C hurch of W ragbie w ith hempe, le th er and greas, w ith all
th e ir fu rn itu re belonging to th e said bells, as often as need shall
req u ire; brass and iron, and wood, for yockes an d whales ex
cepted, w hitche is to be found of th e charges of th e parish. A nd
th e said bells to be so repaired by th e said Thom as M ilner, as Is
aforesaid, du rin g th e te rm and space of XX. yere, yff th e said
Thom as M ilner do live so long, and continew w ithin th e parish of
W ragbie, th e C hurchw ardens for th e tim e being painge u n to th e
said Thom as M ilner V is. V Id. every yeare, th a t is to say I lls .
IH d . a t M ychelmas and I lls . IH d . a t th e N u n eh iatio n of th e
blessed V irgin M ary by even portions.’
C hurchw ardens’ accounts also contain some curious references
to ringing. Thus, a t Louth, Lincolnshire, we find th e following :—
1To w illiam east for knylling th e bell in harv est forgathering of
th e pescodes I H I d .’— th e d ate of which is 1556. A t K irton-inL indsey we have, for 1581, ‘ Ite m for m ending th e belles ag an st
S an t Hew day V H Id .’ A t Spalding th ere is th e follow ing:— 11519
I t ’m pd. for ryn g in g when th e Tem pest was, I l l d . ’ I n Stam ford
th e re is th e entry, ‘ 1608 Ite m paid for R ynging th e v th of
N ovem ber V I d ;’ and in another church of th e same tow n we
find, ‘ 1709 P d. R ichard H am bledon for ale for th e R ingers on ye
29' May, V is.’
M any sim ilar th in g s m ig h t ha quoted, b u t th e rep etitio n
w ould become monotonous. The parish registers, and to some
ex ten t also th e churchw ardens’ accounts, co n tain a mass of
m aterial which m u st be of lastin g In terest to all who rejoice to
stu d y th e past, especially th e p ast as It concerns our loved p arish
churches.
A- i l S.
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m id st; b u t it would appear th a t his expulsion of these evil spirits
was less perm anent th an his reported expulsion of th e snakes.
W ith such stories attaching to them , th e bells became much
venerated among th e Celtic peoples; and, for long centuries after
these days, an oath taken on one of the ancient bells was esteemed
more sacred th an even one sworn on Holy W rit.
The bells of these legends appear to have been hand-bells,
suitable for carrying with the missionary-saints in their travels :
and we are given the very name of th e atten d an t whose du ty it
was to carry St. Patrick’s bell. So highly did th e Celts, both of
Scotland and Ireland, honour their bells, th a t they sometimes
specially shrined them — a practice said to be unknown in any
other Church. In the Highlands may still be seen certain old
quadrangular bells, sometimes lying in graveyards with no pro
tection whatever to prevent their being stolen, yet sufficiently
protected by th e old superstitious regard. To some bells was as
cribed the power of always returning to their rig h t place, whether
stolen away or honestly rem oved; th e bell of St. Fillan, for ex
ample, possessed such traditionary powers, b u t has damaged its
reputation by lying for years in th e N ational Museum of
Antiquities a t Edinburgh. I t is interesting to notice th a t the
use of hand-bells survived for a long tim e in th e Church offices,
as in visitations of the sick, funerals, and in processions, beside
their use as sacrlng-bells. B eth in the Saxon and th e Celtic
Churches it is evident th a t this form of movable bell was the
earliest know n; b u t bells soon took their perm anent place in th e
churches th a t were built. So early as the time of Caedmon cast
bells were hung in to w ers; and in 750 Egbert issued an order
commanding *every priest a t th e proper hour to sound th e bells
of his church, and then go through th e sacred offices of God.’ A t
Crowland Abbey there was a peal of seven bells, destroyed by fire
in 1091; th eir names were Pega, Bega, Tatwin, Turketyl, Betelin,
Guthlac, and Bartholomew—some of which sound like magic
formulas, while others we recognise as good old Saxon names.
After th e destruction of these, a brass-worker of Boston presented
two small bells to the Crowland monks.
W hen the consecration of bells took place, this was often done
in th e name of some special saint, and the ringirg of the bell was
a direct invocation of the saint’s protection.. Sometimes the bell
was consecrated to C h rist; a great number bore th e name of ih e
Virgin. B ut the earliest bells, both Celtic and SaxoD, do not
appear to have borne any inscriptions. In tim e of fire th e bells
were supposed to allay the flames, as they were also supposed to
allay tempest.
Bells were rung on many more occasions, in th e past, than
they are now. There was not only th e peal for Christm as morn,
for in many parts of th e country a special chime was given to
harvest. As recently as last century, the bells a t Barrow-onH um ber were rung during the weeks of harvest, both a t early
dawn and late in th e evening; and a similar practice is continued
a t Driffield to this very day. I t is a beautiful an d poetic idea,
whatever its direct u tility may be, giving something of a religious
consecration to the gathering in of th e harvest. The bell th a t
was formerly rung on Shrove Tuesday was given the popular
name of Pancake Bell. A t Klrton-ln-Lindsey the bells are rung
every Tuesday and Thursday during two of the w inter months,
and the origin of this is very interesting. Tuesday was th e
market-day of G ainsborough; Thursday was the market-day of
Brigg. Those who attended these markets, when th e country was
unenclosed, had great trouble in finding their way back safely at
night, and th e bells were rung as a guide. This reminds us of
the tradition current a t Barton, Lincolnshire, where it is said th a t
an old lady lost her way on the wolds, b u t was enabled to regain
it by hearing th e bells of St. P eter’s Church. F ull of gratitude,
and eager to save others who might find themselves in a like
prclicam ent, she gave a piece of land to th e parish clerk, on con
dition th a t he should ring one of the bells for an hour every night,
except Sundays, during th e winter season.
‘ Twilight and evening bell,
And after that the dark.’
The Curfew survived long after its special meaning was for
gotten, and in some places is continued to this day. W here we
find th a t the bell is only rung in the w inter months, it has usually
been endowed for th e special purpose of guiding or warning
travellers. A t St. M argaret’s-at-Ciiffe, Kent, a shepherd who
killed himself by a fall over th e rocks, lived long enough to
bequeath a piece of land, which became known as ‘ Curfew L an d /
to endow the winter ringing of a curfew bell. Goethe tells us of a
bell th a t followed a tru a n t child into th e fields and brought him
back to church. There is indeed something personal, like the Toaee
of a friend, in th e sound of a beloved familiar belL
A. L S.
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©Ib SeU-Kinging Customs at flDancbester
Catbebral anb j£lsewbere.
T he ringing out of tiie old year and the ringing in of the new
(says a correspondent to one of the M anchester newspapers) is a
familiar and long-established custom which, happily, still survives.
O ld customs die hard, and y e t the century upon the last year
of which we have well advanced has dealt unkindly w ith m any a
time-honoured custom. T h e exigencies of modern life, especially
in industrial communities, leave little room for sentim ent. W e
are nothing nowadays if not practical. There was a tim e w hen
nothing of note occurred in the tow n w ithout an accompaniment
in th e belfry, when bells had a voice in national affairs as well
as in m atters ecclesiastical. I t will surprise many to learn th a t as
recently as the early years of the present century, in addition to
the forenoon and afternoon daily-prayer bells still to be heard
above din and traffic, a bell sounded daily in the old church tower
at six and at eight o’clock in the morning, at one o’clock, and at
eight o’clock in the evening. T h is list, w hich takes no account of
th e frequent ringings for other purposes, is sufficient to show w hat
a complete change has come over our tow n life in a com paratively
short period? A blessed change, some will say. A nd y e t it may
he doubted, even by those of less rom antic m ind than the im 
m ortal author of ‘ Those evening bells,’ w hether the change is one
of unm ixed blessing.
Novem ber 5 th commemorated the discovery of G unpowder
P lo t, 1605, and no event was more w idely celebrated in the
belfries than this. A t St. M argaret’s, W estm inster, a peal of
thanksgiving was im m ediately rung, as th e following extract
relating to the same year testifies: —
‘ Paid the ringers at the time when the Parliament
House should have been blown up .................. x shillings.’
Seven bells hear inscriptions relating to this ev e n t; for example,
th e second bell a t Owmby, Lincolnshire : ‘ L et us rem em ber th e
5 of N ovem ber.’ T he discontinuance of this widespread custom is,
doubtless, due in g re a t measure to the feeling which eventually led
to the petition of Convocation and of Parliam ent for the abolition

of th e special service for ‘ G unpow der P l o t ’ in 1859. A curious
indication of the existence of a m ilder tem per w ith regard to these
belfry rejoicings occurs in the following inscription on a bell at
W itham -on-the-H ill, Lincolnshire, cast in th e year 1 8 3 1 :—
‘ ’Twas not to prosper pride or hate
William Augustus Johnson gave m e;
But peace and joy to celebrate,
And call to prayer to Heav’n to save ye.
Then keep the terms, and e’er remember,
May 29th ye must not rin g ;
Nor yet the 5th of each November,
Nor on the crowning of a king.’
Jan u ary 30 th , 1619, was the day when Charles I . was exe
cuted, and th e church books of Colne show th a t the day was duly
k ep t th e r e : ‘ 1710. P aid for rin g in g on ye m artyrdom e of K in g
Charles, 007. 01s. 0 0 d .’ T h e bells had a p rom inent p a rt in
national rejoicings, especially w hen victo ry atten d ed our arms and
peace succeeded war.
T u rn in g from gay to grave, one of th e earliest references to the
M anchester bells occurs in connexion w ith the funeral of W illiam
■Trafford, of G arret H all, M anchester, gentlem an, in 1515. He
directed b y w ill th a t
‘ immediately after his death the great bell should be ru n g ; th at so soon
as hia body sets forward towards the church the great bell should begin
to ring, and continue ringing until evening; and th at no other hell should
b3 rung for him on the day of his burial but the great ball.’— ( Chetham
Soc., vol. evii. p. 8, note.)
T hese specific directions seem to contain an allusion to prevalent
irregularities at th e period. On th e one hand, old superstitions
continued to attach to the use of bells at a death, and, on the other
h and, there were abuses connected w ith th e fees charged for death
peals or ‘ o b its.’ Oftentimes th e clerks for private gain presumed
upon the ignorance of the poor or on th e opulence of th e w ealthier
classes. T h e ‘ Advertisem ents for due o rder,’ &c., of V I I . Elizabeth
set fo rth the follow ing use :—
‘ That where anye Christian bodie is in passing, th a t the bell be
tolled, and th at the Curate ba specially called for to comforte the sicke
parson; and after the time of bis passing to ringe no more but one shorte
peale, and one before the burial, and another short peale after the burial.’
I t will he observed th a t W illiam T rafford’s directions tended to
th e sim plicity and economy w hich m ost befit C hristian burial.
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3UustrateD Cburcb IRotes.
V II.—T H E C U R F E W BE LL.

A mong t i e customs of this country which link the past with the
present, is the ringing of the curfew hell. Few subjects have given rise
to more discussion than the curfew laws. I t is a debated point, whether
the first Norman king introduced the curfew usages, or put into force an
old institution of the country for the protection of houses against fire,
and not a repressive measure, to prevent, as is often stated, seditious
meetings of the turbulent Saxons. Says the poet Thomson :—
‘ The shiv’ring wretches, at the curfew sound,
Dejected sunk into their sordid beds,
And, through the mournful gloom of ancient times
Mus’d sad, or drempt of better.’
.

The Bells - of East Bergholt.
S ir ,—In enclosing a report of the service announced in your columns
last week, I would remark that, for a country village, we have done our
part pretty well in raining over 100/. for our bells, and for the repair of
the unique cage in which they hang. Will not the lovers of Church
B ells assist us in raising the 15/. or 20/, which still remain necessary for
the repair of the unique bell-cage beneath which bells so uniquely rung
are sheltered. I shall he pleased to hand over to the Churchwardens
any contributions which may be sent,.
J . J . L ias .
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TH E B E L L OF ST.

FILLAN.

T he story of St. Fillan’s bell forms a strange chapter in folk-lore of
Scotland, This hell is oblong in shape, and about twelve inches high.
In the olden times it was customary to place it on a gravestone in the
churchyard of Strathfillan, Perthshire. I t used to be brought into
requisition to cure persons suffering from mental disorders, and believed
to be efficacious. The patient was first dipped with much ceremony in
the Saint’s Pool. The hell was then placed in the chapel, tied with
ropes, and there remained all night. Next day the ceremony was con
cluded by the bell being placed, with great solemnity, on the head of
the lunatic.
I t was the popular belief, that, if stolen, the bell would rescue
itself from the thief, and return home ringing on its route! In course of

Couvbi;.feu.
The word curfew is derived from the old French carre-fm or cerrefew, which afterwards became couvre-feu, and lastly curfew. Each of
these terms, meaning to cover fire, indicates the intention; and there was
a utensil known as the couvre-feu, a kind of metal cover, somewhat
resembling a shield in form, the use of which was to he thrust over the
fire when the bell rang. This probably would only he found in the
houses of the wealthy.
I t is certain, under various designations, from or before the days of
Alfred the Great, or long Saxon and Danish lines of monarchs, down to
' -the Norman conquest, th a t the curfew custom was kept up with more or
less laxity as a national observance.
When the Conqueror came, and after that sanguinary struggle,
which had. to rgughly pave the way for England’s advancement, he "set
himself the task of governing the people he had overcome. Whether he
found the law of the curfew still feebly kept up, or whether it had died
out, we cannot tell, hut we know that two years after the battle of
Hastings—in 1068—he ordered fires to be covered at the ringing of an
eight o’clock hell, and the people to retire to rest. He had probably
been accustomed to a similar regulation in Normandy ; and it is evident
the enactment, however.unore severely enforced than the Saxons had
previously experienced, could not have been purposed as a suspicious
and contemptuous safeguard against them, for the haughty robbers
called nobles were as subject to the curfew as the meanest swineherds
they owned. There seems to have been, from an indefinitely early period,
a religious service at eight in the evening. When William, after the
injuries received by the plunging of his horse as it trod upon hot ashes,
lay dying, the vesper bell of a neighbouring church aroused him from the
stupor which had gathered round his sinking mind. He asked if he
were in England, and if that were the curfew ringing, and on being told
he was in ‘ his own Normandy,’ and the bell .was for evening prayer, he
‘ charged them bid the monks pray for Ms soul, and remained a while
dull and heavy.’ . Polydore-Vergil tells us that William, to convert the
native feroeity of the people to indolence, ordained that the head of each
family should retire to rest at eight in the evening, ‘ having raked the
ashes over the.fire; and for this purpose a sign should be made through
every village, which is even .how preserved, and called in the Norman
cover-few'
Hutchinson, the learned historian, in his 1History of Durham,’speaks
with great bitterness of this custom, saying William, ‘ under severe
penalties, prohibited the use of fire or candles when the curfew bell
should ring, t o , prevent associations and conspiracies. This bell was
heard by the English as the knell of their departed liberty, and a repeated
testimony of slavery.’ Other Englishmen have written in a similar
manner.
Voltaire, in his Universal History, ridicules the notion of the curfew
being a badge of degradation. He observes that ‘ The law, far from
being tyrannical, was only an ancient police, established in almost all the
towns in the north, and which had long been preserved in the convents.
H e further adds the reason for it : ‘ That the houses were all built of
wood, and the fear of fire was one of the most important objects of
general police.’
Throughout the reigns of William I. and his son, William II., the
curfew law was rigidly enforced, and, however good its intentions were,
the rigour of its administration rendered it increasingly obnoxious.
The politic Henry I. in 1103 wisely repealed the enactment, modifying
the law, which, however, not compulsory, ‘ settled into a cherished
custom.’
•
Many laws have been passed in this country to prevent persons
wandering about at night. A t Tam worth, for example, in 1390, a
bylaw was made, and ‘ it provided no man, woman, or servant should
go out after the ringing of the curfew from one place to another unless
they had a light in their hands, under pain of imprisonment.’ For a
long period it was the signal for closing public-house3. Old church
wardens’ accounts and other publications contain many references to this
subject. W e find in the accounts of Kingston-on-Thames :—
1651. For ringing the curfew-bell for one year ..

£110

0

We have for a long time been collecting materials for a monograph
on the curfew-bell, and particulars of where it is still rang, and where
Information on the subject may be found, will be welcomed if addressed
to Mr. William Andrews, Church B ells Office, Cecil Court, London.
The latest instance of this custom occurs in the United States. It
was recorded in the English newspapers in December, 1895, that the
town of Peebles, Ohio, had passed an ordinance requiring a curfew-bell
to be rung at eight p.m. every evening except Sunday. When it rang,
every boy between the ages of six and eighteen, and every girl between
the ages of six and sixteen, unless accompanied by parents or guardians,
had to be w ithin doors, under penalty of arrest, and a fine of not less
than one dollar and costs.
W illiam A ndrews .
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T he Bell or Sr. F illan.
time its superstitious use was stopped by the Church authorities, and it
was placed under lock and key. Some years since it found a restingplace in the Museum of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, a t :
Edinburgh. An interesting description of fit appears in the catalogue,
and is as follows: ‘ The Bell of St. Fillan, of cast bronze, square-shaped,
and with, double-headed dragonesque handle. I t lay on a gravestone
in the old churchyard at Strathfillan, Perthshire, where it was super
stitiously used for the cure of insanity and other diseases till 1798, when
it was removed by a traveller to England. I t was returned to Scotland
in 1869, and deposited in the Museum by Lord Crawford and the
Bishop of Brechin, with the consent of the Heritors and Kirk Session of
St. 'Fillan.’
The bell of St. Mura used to be credited with wonderful healing
power, and connected with it is a good deal of Irish legendary lore. A
very fine illustration of it finds a place as the frontispiece of A Book
about Bells, by the Rev. G. S. Tyack, published by Mr. Elliot Stock.
W illiam A ndrews.
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The Bell of St. Fillan.
S ir ,— You gave an account of the Bell of St. F illan in your issue of
July 26th. There is a great country house w ithin a hundred miles of
London, where th at bell was to be seen from the time it was brought
from Scotland, until 1869.
I t was placed in the H all, talked about by every one, used in,
chorales by myself and •others, an old bronze cracked bell. I t used to
he said th a t its harsh sound would kill or cure any lunatic.
The history of its existence in this country house was th at an
ancestor of the present proprietor, in a mad freak, took it by night from
Stratbfillan, determined to prove by experience if the old legend was
true that, if taken from the place, it was sure to return.
H is diary gives this reason: In this house the hell remained for
long years; and, in my recollection, the owner used to say th at his wish
was to travel to Strathfillan, go at night to the churchyard, ring the bell
loudly, and quickly leave the place, placing the old hell on a tombstone.
However, he never did this, but allowed it to leave England.
Unfortunately, by a misunderstanding, it reached the museum in
Edinburgh, and not the old churchyard—a misunderstanding for which
Lord Crawford and the Bishop of Brechin were not responsible.
I visited the Museum in Edinburgh, saw the old bell, and regretted
th a t it was there, and not in the old churchyard as my friend intended
it should at last be, to the fulfilment of the old legend, and as an
expiation of his ancestor’s freak.
‘M.’

Published: 2.viii.1901

JACK T H E B E LLM A N .

J ack the B ellman of Southwold has a fame extending far beyond
the borders of Suffolk. These figures appear to have been more common
in the past than is generally supposed from the few that remain at the
present day. In the olden time they occupied an exalted position in the
towers of the church, but
now they are removed
from their original posi
tions, and few like Jack
the Bellman of Southwold
serve a useful purpose.
Jack of S o u th w o ld
iited to proclaim the hours
from the old church tower,
and in his palmy days
must have cut a fine figure.
Mr. H . Syer Cuming, the
well-knQwn antiquary, has
given this figure careful
consideration, and he tells
us it is a carved and painted
i effigy of Wood, standing on
a hillock within a semicir
cular-topped recess, har. nessed from head to heel
in russet and gold armour,
of the fashion of the com
mencement of the sixteenth
century. The lower part
of the basement is sur
rounded by gilded knots;
the tassels fall a little be
low the hips, and the
genouillieres are of a some
what rhombic contour. In
his left hand is a scimitar,
in the right a battle-axe,
with the butt or hammer
of which the bell was
sounded, the hell depend
ing from a branch which
curves forward on the
right of the figure. Some
years since, it was removed
from the tower to the
vestry window open to the
church, and the parish
clerk makes Jack toll the
b e ll as th e clerg y m an
leaves the vestry, and as
a signal of the commence
ment of Divine service.
J ack t h e B e l l m a n o f S outh w o ld .
Our illustration is from
a recent photograph kindly placed at our disposal by Mr. J. Mart.yn, of
Southwold.
A Jack similar to the one at Southwold used to do duty at Blythburgh Church in the same county. A flowing beard gave it a venerable
appearance.
In the West of England, as well as in the Eastern counties, in bygone
times, some interesting Jacks used to be in active operation.
"William A ndkews.
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The Brighton Church Congress.
S ib ,—A s a bell-ringer who has read jo u r paper for many years I am
surprised that the w riter of the article under the above heading
(p. 761) has not drawn attention to the fact th a t ‘the Exercise’ has this
year received the attention of the Subjects Committee, who have, I
believe for the first time, admitted ‘ Bells, Belfries, and Bell-ringers,’
into the programme, and have been fortunate in securing the President
of the Central Council of Ringers—Sir A. P. Hey wood—to read a
paper on a subject which has hitherto not received the attention it
deserves.
‘ Church M usic’ has on previous occasions been discussed. I t is
surely a welcome novelty th at at Brighton the ‘ ringers’ are to have
their long-lcoked-for turn, ‘ Belfry reform ’ has leen quietly pro
gressing thanks to the many Diocesan and County Associations; the
recognition of ringing as Church work at the Congress should bring it
into greater prominence.
A R inging - P arson.
M arket Harborovgh, August 16, 1001.
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Ths Church Congress and Bell-ringing.
S ib ,—Your correspondent, ‘ A Kinging Parson,’ is incorrect in say
ing th at ‘ Bells and Bell-ringing ’ has been introduced for the first time
this year into the programme of a Church Congress. I myself wrote a
paper for the Plymouth Church Congress many years ago on the sub
ject, which formed the text of an amusing leader in the Daily Telegraph
at the time.
A n Older R inging P arson .

Published: 30.viii.1901

Published: 27.ix.1901
A nother interesting meeting was one held in th e m usic room of
the P avilion on th e subject of ‘ Bells, Belfries, and B ell-ringers.’
A rchdeacon M ount presided, and I am sorry to say there was not
a very large attendance. T h e first paper w as read b y Sir A . P .
Heywood, Bart., who pointed out th a t ringing was exclusively an
English accomplishment, so th a t England had become to be known
as the ‘ ringing isle,’ and the rin g in g of bells h ad become associated
w ith m any of our joys and sorrows. H e finally u rged th at, b y
t iking a real in terest in them, the clergy m ig h t constitute bell
ringing into a valuable factor in strengthening reg ard for the
Church am ong the masses. T h e Rev. C. D. P . Davies’s paper was
w ritten w ith a view to showing th a t rin g in g and ringers were
w orthy of h earty recognition and encouragement on th e p a rt of the
C hurch at large, and th a t the C hurch was likely to h e a gainer by
holding o u t to ringers the hand of fellowship. Much interest was
shown in th e papers.

Published: 11.x.1901
O n Tuesday the Bishop of London visited Sunbury, and dedicated
the new peal of hells at the parish church. They are a present to the
parish from Sir P. Dixon-Hartland, M.P., and Lady Dixon-Hartland, as
a memorial to the late Queen Victoria. I t was necessary to reconstruct
the belfry to hang the bells, and the cost of this has been defrayed by
public subscription.
-

Published: 18.x.1901
C o n dttcto bs are requested to send m atter for publication i n the
B e ll-rin g in g column to T h e E d i t o r , ‘ C h d e c h B e l l s ’ O f f i c e , 3 and 5
Cecil Court, St. Martin’s Lane, London, W.C.

Published: 20.xii.1901

S i b A e t h t t b P e b c iy a l H e y w o o d succeeded his father in the
baronetcy four years ago. He is fifty-two years of age, but looks
ten years younger. H e married a daughter of Dr. Sumner, Bishop
of Guildford, by whom he has a large family. Sir A rthur is one
of the most enthusiastic of bell-ringers, and is, perhaps, one of the
greatest living authorities on the science of bell-ringing. There may
possibly be some occult connection between this fact and the family
motto on his coat of arms, Alt'e volo, ‘ I fly high.’

Published: 18.x.1901

Belfry Rules.
Sir ,—Among th e most interesting old rules I know are those,
in th e ancient church of St. M ary Magdalene, a t Brushford, a ham
let, situated upon th e main road from Minehead to E xeter, and
through which th e meandering river Exe traverses. The worthy
Rector, who has occupied the post well nigh fifty years, is th e Rev.
Charles St. Barbe Sydenham, M .A., a representative of two of the
oldest families in Somersetshire. The Belfry Rules there are dated
A .D . 1803, and read as follows :
L et awful silence first proclaimed be,
N ext, let us praise th e Holy Trinity ;
th e n homage pay unto our valiant King,
And w ith a blessing raise this pleasant ring.
H ark ! how the chirping Treble sings it clear,
And covering Tom comes rolling in th e re a r;
Now up and set, let us consult and see,
*
.
W hat laws are best to keep sobriety,
Then all consult to make th is joint decree,
L et him who swears, or in an angry mood
Quarrels, or strikes, altho’ he draws no blood,
Or wears his hat, or spurs, or turns a Bell,
Or by unskilful handling mars a peal,
,
Pay down his sixpence for each separate crime,
(This caution shall not be effaced by time.)
B ut if th e Sexton’s these defaults should be,
From him demand a double penalty.
Whoever does our P astor disrespect,
Or W arden’s order wilfully neglect,
By one and all be held in foul disgrace,
And ever banished this harmonious place.
Now round le t’s go, with pleasure to the ear,
And pierce with pleasing sound th e yielding air,
And when the Bells are up then let us sing,
God save th e Church and bless great George, our King.
F air P ark, E xeter.
H arry H ems.

LADY BELL RINGERS.
A m ong th e m a n y p u rs u its ta k e n u p b y ladies, th a t of bell
rin g in g is, perh ap s; on© of th e m'osit> u n u su al, a n d deserves
g re a te r p o p u la rity . O ne of th e firs t b a n d s of la d y bell-ringers
w as fo u n d ed a t S t. P a tric k ’s C hurch, C oleraine, Ire la n d , a n d
th is successful team , w as form ed iu 1898 b y M iss K . G iveen,
whoi h a s ca p tain e d i t since th e n . Thei eig h t hells a t St. P a t
ric k ’s w eigh fro m 5 to 20 ew:t. each, a n d of th ese th e first six
a re ru n g b y ladies-. F o r th e tw o h ea v iest th e y h av e to call
in th e assistan ce of men. bell-ringers fo r th e p e a l; th o u g h th ese
tw o be-l-ls h av e a c tu a lly been ru n g b y ladies. To the- la d ies’
te am is a llo tte d every th ir d week, from M o nday u n til th e fol
low ing S u n d ay evening, a n d d u rin g t h a t tim e th e ir c a p ta in is
responsible fo r all rin g in g .
T h e b ell-ringers are very keen
a b o u t th e ir work, an d m a n y of th e m h av e p ro v ed them selves
v ery efficient
“ -

Published: 3.iv.1903
Belfry Rules.
S ir ,—Considering th e number of churches in England where
a rep rint of th e verses quoted by Mr. H arry Heins, in a recent
le tte r to Church B ells , m ight be of great use in contributing to
good order and Churchm anship in th e belfries, would it be too much
to ask if you could see your way to reprint th e verses on cards
for sale and distribution.
M p.
[The verses mentioned by our esteemed correspondent appeared
in th e issue of Church B ells for April 3rd. W e should be elad to
know w hat our readers think of th e proposal.—Ed. : C. B.']

Published: 17.iv.1903
A m em ber of the congregation of St. M atthew’s, D unedin, made
an offer of 1001. tow ards a peal of bells on condition th a t the rest
w as subscribed. The Rev. W. Curzon-Siggers on F ebruary 4th
m entioned the m atter to the congregation, and asked for a suitable
response. Such general interest was excited in the m atter that
w ith in a m onth the whole sum required was raised, and an order
cabled to Messrs. H arrington for a com plete set of th irteen of their
largest and best tu b u lar bells.
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G roup o r. L ady B e l l - r in g e r s ,

I n m a n y co u n try d is tric ts w here difficu lty is experienced in
o b ta in in g ■a sufficient n u m b e r o f rin g ers, la d ies w ould fin d in
bell-rin g in g a. v ery in te re s tin g a n d u sefu l occupation.
I t m a y b e ad d e d t h a t th e la d y b ell-ringers b egan to p ra c tise
o n th e bells in 1898, th a t bein g th e y e a r in w hich th e Rev.
F re e m a n D u d ley , M .A ., becam e R e c to r of Coleraine; A t first
th e y h a d tw o lessons a week, and- w ere ab le to r in g th e ir first
peal a fte r b ein g u n d e r in s tru c tio n fo r a m o n th . T h ey r a n g a
pe:al oni th e occasion of th e v is it of th e L o rd -L ieu te n an t, of
Ire la n d a n d L a d y D u d ley to C o lerain e in N ovem ber, 1902.
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