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. 'NOTES nv THE WAY.

Fame after death is ‘a curious thing. Tt ‘seems oo -
depend entirely on thé caprice of fate, and no one can
«ensure that his memory will last. = You may be'fas I trust -
‘you are) a wealthy person, and spend your moley for the -
:good of 'your fellow men—posterity will take' your gift"
-and forget your name, while another, not so worthy as -
you, somehow sticks in-the popular' remembrance. ' Even -
if you'resort to less laudable means you are no better off.
Palmer, the Rugeley poisoner, is an immortal, but you or, -
I could bump off our mothers-in-law, or maiden’ aunts K
with ‘every conceivable accompamment of 'horror and:'-
brutality, and, save for a few lines in the Standard or the -
_ ‘Evening Ne'ws, be no nearer ‘gaining lasting fame It.
-does not seem quite fair.

But so it is,.and we are not surprnsed that the same
thing happens ‘in" the history of the Exercise. Some
ringers of old time have been .remembered and they have -
deserved -it; but others equally deserving have clean -
‘passeq out ‘of mind. - Everyone knows of Fabian Sted- -
* man, %‘t not because he was-our greatest writer, but be-

——ause of the chance connection of his name with a popular

method (with which, in its modern fully developed form, -
- 'he had little to do), and because of a legend invented by ~
“later men that he was the Father of Change Ringing and
‘the first person to. arrange changes Migh regular methods.
‘But there were. clever composers before Stedman’s time,
.-only they have been forgotten, and it seems worth while
" to try -and rescue ‘the name of the greatest of them-from
the ‘oblivion under whlch it has.lain hxdden for mgh three
~centuries... - .. Dt B s -~
Robert Roane, as a young man, was attached to the

household of King Charles the First. . He was sworn
Clerk of the Pantry under the Board of the Greencloth,
which. means that he held a responsxble position in what

is now the Lord Chamberlain’s office. - At the time, the g
‘College Youths consisted of a similar sort of men and of
law students, and 'Roane joined the society in 1647. He
became one. of the leading members, being Steward in
1657 -and Master ‘in 1659. These were the.days of the
Commonwealth; . Bob Doubles wias the most advanced
-method then practlsed and it was not thought possible:
that double changes on five bells could be made to extend
further .than- ten, or triple and double changes on six
further- than sixty. Roane * dlSSlpated those mists of
ignorance,” and composed first .the six-score of Grandsire
Doubles, and then, from it,, the 'standard extent -of Bob -
Minor. If populanty is any test, these are- the two. most
important compositions in the whole of ringing. In 1660~
¢ame the Restoration and Charles the Second returned to
Whitehall. In the changes that were made Roane lost
his‘job. It was given to another man and he was granted
£750 a year bpard wages as compensation. This, however,
fell into arrears, and in 1662 Roane petitioned the king
for its restoratxon He had served, he says, under the
Board of the Greencloth for 44 years, and last quarter he-
was reduced £25 per annum. Whether the petition was
granted, or whether it was merely put among the state
papers, where it now is, I cannot say. Roane also"
‘thought he was a poet and added.his quota to that mass
of doggerel wherewith ringers in all ages have gneved the -
hearts of the'Muses. But he was one of the greatest of
our composers and did not deserve to'be utterly forgotten -
as hc has been for over twn and a half centuries.

' J. A. TROLLOPE.
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