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M . TO HoNauR RBoTH ouR COD AND KINC
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YOUR HEALTH AND HAPPINESS
RE SOBER MERRY WISE

AND Your. THE SAmg POSSESS.
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/. CAST BY JOHN WARNER & SONS LonNDoN THIS BELL
rYAS ADDED TOTHE oOLD PEAL oF RELLS 1IN KENSINGToN
PARISH CHURCH AD 1879 | INVITE | WARN [REJOICE
| MOURN THE HonN® AND REV® EDWARD CARR CLYNN
vicAR ROAERT HENRY PEARSON JUBAL weEBB CHURCH
HARPENS REUVBEN CREEN YESTRY CLERXK.

PRGOS PERITY To THE PARISH 0F HENSINGTON
THo® JANAWAY FECIT 772 RECAST 1879 THE Hov™
AND REY EDWARD CARR CLYNN (eli arbuble) CAST BY
JOHN WARNER & SONS .

WHEN FROM THE EARTH OUR NOTES REBOUND
THE HILLDS AND YALLEY S ECHO RounND

THoS JANAWAY FECIT 1774 (eles an Second ).
MUSICA EST MENTIS MEPICINA THoCJANAWAY FEerr iy,

INTRCTUM SILEO PERCUTE Duict CANo  THoS (et MiM)
LET AARONS NRELLS CONTINVALLY BE RUNC

THE WoRD STiLL. PRERCH® AND HALLELUIANS SUNC
THOS JANAwAY FECIT 771 EF L

THE RINGCERS ART ovR CRATEFL. NOTES PRoLONC
APOLLO KISTENS AND APPLAULS THE SonNC
THOS JANAWAY FECIT [ele as Fhimd )

YE RULERS THAT ARE PUT IN TRUST 7o VUDCE oF

WrRo~vG AND RicH T

RE AiL Your JubpcEmTs TRUE AND Ju/ ST
Yo MANS MiICHT

REGARDING

THGS JANAWAY FECIT 772
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CAST JueY /772 BY SUBSCRIPTION  /AMES
WALLER YvIcAR THoY StomzES & e Simpson
CHURCHWARDENS  JOHN LESSINCHAM ESQUIRE.
TweENTY POUNDS

RE imrNowN BorH CREAT AND SmALL

THaS JANAYYAY MADE VS ALL

Tlnot. CAST RBY JOHN WHRNEIL% SONS LONDON

THIS BELL hAS ADRED 70 THE OLp PEAL OF DELLS
IN KENSINCToN PARISH CHURCHN A D 1979
THOSE EVENINCG BEurs How MANY A TALE
THEIR MUSIC TELLS THE HON?® AND REVP
EDWARD CARR CLYNN VICAR RoRERT HENRY

PEARSON  JUPAL wERB CHURCHWARDENS
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The following insert entitled:-
" A Famous East End Ring"

has been filmed in three frames.



The Bells of Stepney. Case fljStened —ddddd
A FAMOUS EAST END RING.
By J. ARMIGER TROLLOPE.

In the year 1700 the eastern suburbs of the City of
London were about as different from what they are now
as they very well could be. Instead of an unbroken

mass of mean and uninteresting streets stretching to the

River Lea and far beyond into Essex, the district was

mainly open country, cornfields and orchards, dotted here

and there with villages and hamlets. On the outskirts
of the City from Aldgate round about Houndsditch and

Petticoat Lane, and parts of Spitalfields, there were foul

slums inhabited by Jews and foreigners, and along the

riverside there was a very low class neighbourhood.

Mr. Justice Withens, who as a lawyer and a member of

the Society of College Youths may be said to have been

an authority, in one of his obiter dicta from the Bench,
expressed his scornful wonder at there being a sober

Wapping man.

The parish of Stepney (or Stebunhithe as it was
formerly called) covered a large part of the area. The
village was round the green and the parish church,
there were hamlets at Bethnal Green, Shadwell, and other
places, and along the main road eastwards from Aldgate
there were houses far beyond Whitechapel Church.

The parish church of St. Dunstan was of ancient
foundation, and the building as it now stands was
erected at different times during the fourteenth, fifteenth
and sixteenth centuries. The tower dates from the late
fifteenth century. There has been much restoration and
reconstruction throughout.

When the great Priory of the Holy Trinity at Aldgate
was dissolved in 1540 four of its bells were sold to Step-
ney. The present tenor. has an inscription containing
118 words and 518 letters, recording its histery.
Originally given to the Priory by a Nicholas Chadworth
in 1386, it was recast in 1604, 1764, 1799, and finally
in 1806. Another recasting not mentioned took place in
1599.

The Edwardian inventory of 1552 has not survived,
but at the end of the sixteenth century there was a heavy
ring of five bells. ‘ On the xth day of flebruary, 1598,
at a mecting of the vestry men, then and there it was
agreed emongst them as followeth—First that the great
bell be forth wth cast and that evy prshoner wthin the
same shall gyve towards the same one yeres pew rent
over and besides their qtrs rent now due. And evy
pishioner that hath no pew appointed for him or her shall
pay viijd according to thauncient custome of this pish
over and besides his or her quarterly dues now or here-
after due and payable.’

The response of the parish was slow, the money did
not come in at all well, and it was not until the April of.
the following year it was decided to give the order for
recasting to Lawrence Wright. ‘ The xxix of Aprill,
1599. Tt was ordered and agreed that day and vere
~above written, by Mr. Bludder, Mr. Thos. Jones, . .
and the iiij or Churchwardens all present in the vestry
that Lawrence Wright of Hounsditch in the pish of St.
Buttolphs wth out Aldgate, london, Belfounder, should
have the casting of the great Bell called the fy{th bell,
and for the casting thereof to have 40 1i (viz.) 10 1i at the
taking of her downe and carrying her away & at the




‘hen the great Priory of the Holy Trinity at Aldgate
was dissolved in 1540 four of its bells were sold to Step-
ney. The present tenor. has an inscription containing
118 words and 518 letters, recording its histery.
Originally given to the Priory by a Nicholas Chadworth
in 1386, it was recast in 1604, 1764, 1799, and finally
in 1806. Another recasting not mentioned took place in
1599.

The Edwardian inventory of 1552 has not survived,
but at the end of the sixteenth century there was a heavy
ring of five bells. * On the xth day of flebruary, 1598,
at a mecting of the vestry men, then and there it was
agreed emongst them as followeth—First that the great
bell be forth wth cast and that evy prshoner wthin the
same shall gyve towards the same one yeres pew rent
over and besides their gtrs rent now due. And evy
pishioner that hath no pew appointed for him or her shail
pay viijd according to thauncient custome of this pish
over and besides his or her quarterly dues now or here-
after due and payable.’

The response of the parish was slow, the money did
not come in at all well, and it was not until the April of.
the following year it was decided to give the order for
recasting to Lawrence Wright. ‘ The xxix of Aprill,
1599. Tt was ordered and agreed that day and yere
~above written, by Mr. Bludder, Mr. Thos. Jones, . ..
and the iiij or Churchwardens all present in the vestry
that Lawrence Wright of Hounsditch in the pish of St.
Buttolphs wth out Aldgate, london, Belfounder, should
have the casting of the great Bell called the fyfth bell,
and for the casting thereof to have 40 li (viz.) 10 li at the
taking of her downe and carrying her away & at the
hanging of her vp after new casting 10 li more, and the
remainder of the said some at thend of vj monthes after
the hanging, and to be found wth an able security in cer-
taine articles inden for the pforming thereof as shalbe
devised.’

Lawrence Wright was a leading bellfounder at the
time and the principal business rival of Robert Mot, of
Whitechapel. Wright's charges were low, and he got a
lot of work in various parishes; but his bells did not
always give satisfaction, and he was more than once in-
volved in legal proceedings. In 1587 he recast the tenor
at St. MicHael’s, Cornhill, the famous Rus bell, but did
not make a good job of it. The churchwardens were
undecided whether they should accept it and pay for it,
and in the end the parish agreed to pay Wright £3 17s,
for new metal supplied and £9 6s. 9d. for the recasting.
That was as much as ¢ his due is to be accounted justly,’
but the parish made the sum up to the round £14 out
of benevolence, and promised * to consider of him better
if the bell hold and be better liked of than it is now.’ It
was not * better liked of,” and Robert Mot was ordered
to recast it.

In 1592 and 1593 Wright recast the fourth and tenor
which Mot had recently supplied to St. Martin’s-in-the-
Fields, but the reason probably was that the bells had
been cracked not because they were poor in quality.

About the same time Wright supplied a new tenor to
Hillingdon in Middlesex, but the bell was a bad one and
the parish refused to pay for it, whereupon he entered
an action at law. In reply the churchwardens petitioned
the Court of Requests for an injunction calling on him
o show cause why the bond should not be cancelled.:
They pleaded that Wright ¢ did faithfully promise and
undertake to newe caste and substantially make a great
bell, . . . tuneable and agreeable with the rest of the
bells,” but * he never did performe in anie good order
but altogether contrarie to his said bargaine and agree-
ment.”  Nevertheless, ‘ the said Lawrence of a gredie
and unconscionable minde hath or meaneth to sue yor
said subjects upon the deeds of obligationerie, intending
there greatlie to vex, trouble, and charge your said sub-
jects, having no juste cause or consideracion so to doe.’

In his reply Lawrence Wright said he * did newe caste
and newe make the said bell and hanged the same in the
said bell frame accordinge to the true entent and mean-
inge of the contracte and agreement.” What was the
result of the action I cannot say. 1 have found among
the State Papers a letter referring to another suit by
Lawrence Wright, but what it was about does not ap-
pear.  We have no means of judging the quality of his
bells, for only one of all those he cast still survives,
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there greatlie to vex, trouble, and charge vour said sub-
jeets, having no juste cause or consideracion so to doe.’

In his reply Lawrence Wright said he * did newe caste
and newe make the said bell and hanged the same in the
said bell [rame accordinge to the true entent and mean-
inge of the contracte and agreement.” What was the
result of the action I cannot say. I have found among
the State Papers a letter referring to another suit by
Lawrence Wright, but what it was about does not ap-
pear.  We have no means of judging the quality of his
bells, for only one of all those he cast still survives,
and that is only a small one, the third at Thurnham in
Kent.

Soon after the recasting of Stepney tenor, the fourth
bell was broken, and as the parishioners were not pay-
ing the money at which they were rated, the vestry
passed another resolution. ¢ For as much as the Church
is indebted in severall somes of money vnto divs. psons By
reason that many pishioners have not paid the sessment
taxed for the new casting of the great bell, and wheras
since the casting of the said great bell the fourth bell is
become broken to the further chardge of the pishioners
of this pish,’ it was ordered * ffirst that in consideration
of the chardge aforesaid every pishon that is placed in a
pew shall geve one whole yeres pew money franckly at
one payment according to the rate of his pew Over and
besides his quarteridge now or hereafter to be due. And
others that have no pew viijd hesides their quarteridge
as aforesaide. To be collected by the churchwardens in
there severall hamlets, and such as shall refuse to con-
tribute contrary to this order, to deal wth them as the
churchwardens in there discreacon shall think fitt and
the law will allow.’

The vestry also decided that the fourth bell should be
recast and the churchwardens were to deal circumspectly
for the performing thereof.

Francis Whitacres was sexton at the time and had
charge of the bells. He neglected his duties and put the
parish to great expense by his negligence. It may be
that the bells were broken by being tolled for funcrals
by incompetent persons. Also it seems he was bribed by
the founder to allow him to remove one of the bells from
the steeple before the parish had authorised it. He
boasted tp the. parish clerk that he intended to make
what he could out of the parish, ¢ else we shall dve
beggers,” and when the churchwarden admonished him,
he answered rudely and bid him ‘ shake his ears Amon-
dogs,” a curious old English form of insult which © -
be found in Shakespeare’s plays. For all these 4
it was ordered by the vestrymen of the parie!
‘ firancis Whitacres, sexton, shalbe put out of hi- == -
for his misdemeanors.’

‘ first the said ffrancis Whitacres did hice
snow shake his eares emong dogges, when "
firancis Snow was churchwarden. Item th»

did say vnto the Clark now let us take or henn; %<
make what we can, for else we shall dve beg: ..
for taking in of a bell and delivering the sam.

of the steeple wth out the consent of the churchw: v 1+
pishioners wch was chardgable to the pish. Item . th:
great chardge that the said sexton hath put the pishoners
vato for his negligence for not looking dutifully vnto
the bells. Item that the churchwarden shall v -«
henceforth pay vnto the said sexton any mcre wo_ o
take any church duties.’

In September, 1601, Edmund Purser was aca'tn-
sexton in Whitacres' stead, and ¢ he shall have !
wages and duties as usually hath bin paid vnto the Sev-
ton, and also that ffranncis Whitacres late Sexton shnath-
utterly desmissed and shall have no duties hereafter paid
him nor meddle further in the church or pish.’

In the following century there was a family nam.-
Purser which supplied several prominent ringers, amon:
them Charles Purser, who composed and called the long
peals of Treble Bob Royal rung by the Ceclicgc
Youths in their contest with the Cumberlands. These
men lived in the eastern suburbs of London, and most
probably were descended from the man who was ap-
pointed sexton of Stepney in 1601. ‘
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