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BELL

Llewellins & Jarnes,

FOUNDERS, -

CASTLE GREEN, BRISTOL.

CHURCH BELLS, SINGLY OR IN RINGS.

Church Bells cast on scientific principles. Bells recast to note & rehung.

vaering Estimates given for whole Rings or part of Rings.

Experienced Bellhangers sent to inspect Church Towers, and report upon Bells
also to take required notes.

THEORETICAL LAWS NOW APPLIED TO SUCCESSFUL PRACTICE.
See * Bells and Bellfounding,” by X.Y.Z., to be obtained fom L. & J. Price 5s

SHAW’S
Patent Frictionless Reller Bearings
'~ FOR CHURCH BELLS.

A REVOLUTION
IN THE HANGING OF CHURCH BELLS,

Immense advantage over present method of Hanging, as the following amply

demonstrate ;
Payish Church, Sowerby Bridge.

‘We have previously tried every method with them, but found nothing to succeed before.
e ‘WM. HaicH, Vicar's Warden.
Payisk Church, Ossett,

The Chuychwardens.
Parish Church, Bolton.
Go wonderfully well and give immense satisfaction to the ringers.
Very easy to ring and give full satisfaction. Payish Church, Biystall.

They go very easy and give us every satisfaction.

Puirip KencH, Churchwarden.

Trade supplied, beavings fited up complete and sent to any pavt of the Country.
A Joiner or ordinary Mechanie can Fix. ’

Prices and other information from the Patentees and Sole Makers,
JAMES SHAW, SON AND CO,
BELLFOUNDERS, BRADFORD.

For Funeral Wreaths
AND CROSSES,

Made of the Choicest Flowers and Ferns
according to season,

From 7s8. 6&. Upwards,
Sendto WILLIAM JELF,

FLORIST, &c., MALVERN LINK. .

A society of ringers subscribing to either of

the above to show their respect to a late friend

and ringer, a great reduction is made, and
sent carriage free.

T —

To RINGING GUILDS & ASSOCIATIONS.

VERY DESCRIPTION ot PRINTING-

— required by the above is executed at
the office of this paper.

Annual Reports executed in a uniform
and effective manner. . :

The Birkbeck Building Society’s Annual Receipts
exceed Five Millions. )
HOW TO PURCHASE A HOUSE, FOR TWO
GUINEAS PER MONTH, with iamediate pos-
sesgion, and no reat to Npay. Agslwt the office’of the
BIRKBECK BUILDING SQC , 19, Southampton
Buildings, Chancery Lade.
OW TO PURCHASE A PLOT OF LAND FOR

FIVE SHILLINGS PER MONTH, with imme-
diate p jon, either for Building or Gardening pur-

-

HANDBELL MUSIC.

NOW READY.

No. 232—" Scotland Yet.” Thres well-known Scotch melodies, *Kelvin Grove," ** Comin’
thro' the Rye ' and * The Braes O’ Mar.” .. R Price 1 6
— British Grenadier’s March " and * God save the Queen.” .. w 1 6

ne g 16

234.—* The Alpine Waltz," two Interwoven Melodies .. . . .
" 285.—* Auld Lang Syne" and * Ye Banks and Braes.” .. .. Ve o r 6
s above numbars are axranged for six Ringers, with 13 Bells in C, thus:—C, D, E, F, G,
. C, D, B, F. G, A. o ) )

-G begs to announce to Ringing Companies that he is now prepared to execute orders
for Bills, Programmes, &c., shewing Photo-Litho Portraits of Ringers. Table, Bellg &c., at
roasonable prices. Send stamp for samples and particulars. Old deeds and dctuments
accurately copied by a New Process.

‘Willlam Gordon, 64, Lower Hillgate, S8tockport.

ses, Appllqy at the office ot the BIRKBECK B-
OLD LAND SOC

D IETY, as above,
The BIRKEECK ALMA'NACE with full ﬁm?qhn
on application. Fraxcis Ravenscrorr Manager

Established 1851, :

I
B cery Lane,
THREE per CENT. INTEREST alowed on
DEPQSITS, repayable on demand,

TWO per CENT. INTEREST an CURRENT
ACCOUNTS Iculated en the mink iy
balances when not drawn below £z00.

The Bank undertakes for its Customers, free of charge
the anstody of Deeds, Writings, and other Securities an
Valuables ; the collection of Biils of Exchange, Dividends,
and Coupons; and the purchase and sale of Stocks
Shares, and_Annuities. Letters of Credit and Circular
Notes issued. -

THE BIRKBECK ALMANACK, with full particulars,
post free, oa application.

Francis Ravenscrorr, Manager,
s1s8t March, x88¢

RKBECK BANK.—Seuthampton Bufidings, Chan- .
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MR.JOHN DAY, OF BIRMINGHAM.
[Vide Portrait.]

Tue subject of our present illustration, Mr. Joun Day, was
born at Birmingham on November 6th, 1825, and is one of a
remaining few who connect by personal recollection the present
race of ringers with a justly celebrated one now passed away:

His father and father’s elder brother Samuel were to some
extent ringers, and in the last century, a relative of his grand-
father—one Benjamin Taylor—is known to have taken partin a
peal of 10,080 Bob Major, rung it is believed at Halesowen,
Worcestershire.,

A great part of his earlier childhood was spent at the home of
his paternal grandfather, where his uncle Thomas—the cele-
brated Treble Bob composer—was in the habit of tapping
changes (at which he was an expert) on a peal of handbells
mounted in a frame, and so great was the appreciative delight
of the child, that his uncle taught him even in these early days
to tap a few simple tunes.

In 1837 Mr. Day was at school in the pretty village of
Solihull, Warwickshire, where there is a ring of eight, and on
May 24th in that year, the birthday of Her Majesty—then
Princess Victoria—there was ringing nearly all day, and our

_hero spent most of his holiday in the belfry, and from that event

dates his ardent desire to know more of the Art, which led to
the success he achieved in after life.

At that time however all appeals to his uncle for advice and
assistance in the matter were evaded, and in the Birmingham
belfries—as elsewhere—there was then no encouragement
for lads. .

So matters went on till 1844, when by the merest jaccident
an acquaintance was formed with *“the baker,”—the late W.
CHATTELL—who agreed to give instruction on the under-
standing that assistance was given in return in the chiming for
services at St. Philip’s church, where he was then tower-keeper—
and a good one too.

The band of youths then under instruction was the first

. CHATTELL ever took in hand’ and of that band there only now

remain besides MR. Day—Messrs. PErks and Haywoob.

It need scarcely be said that CuarTELL and Tuomas Day
were great friends, and perhaps this fact told in favour of the
nephew, but he always acknewledges that from CuATTELL he
learned nearly all he knows from the mastery of a single bell to
the art of conducting a peal.

Any of our readers who knew CHATTELL (and there must be
some), would understand what a rough time of it our tyro had,
and what hard knocks he had to put up with, but he persevered
so much that on December 4th, 1844, he rang his first peal, 5126
Stedman Caters, and in the February following, 6000 Treble
Bob Royal, in which T. Day took part, both at St. Philip’s.

Peals were not then scored so rapidly as in the present day,
nor was there at that time any ringing paper to stimulate the
healthy rivalry which now exists, besides which there was then a
lack of the unity and good feeling which ought always to
characterise ringers, so that another peal was not obtained
until 1847, when by the kindness of his old and esteemed friend,
MR. Jounson, his first peal of Stedman Triples was rung at
St. John's Deritend, and in July 1849 he called his first peal of
Grandsire Triples at Aston. About this time frequent journeys
were made with CHATTELL to assist the West Bromwich
Society, with Mr. S. MagsH, in several of the peals rung on the
ten bells at Christ Church, and later on in the only two peals
ever rung on the twelve bells in that tower.

From various causes the relations between the ringers of
Birmingham were: at that time ofa character not at all likely to
promote the progress of the art. There were two companies in
the town, neither of which could ring a ten-bell peal without the
assistance of the other. Asa fact the St. Philip’s company
never did ring such a peal without assistance. This unsatis-
factory state continued till about the year 1860, when Mr, Day
in conjunction with Mr. HENRY JouNsoN and a few others, reor-
ganised the St. Martin’s Youths. ‘

Although the bells at St. Martin’s were then in a very bad
state, two peals of Stedman Cinques were rung, one in 1863—
muffled peal for that much-respected gentleman and excellent

ringer, Mr. J. Hopkins—being the last under the old conditions.

This leads to what may perhaps be considered the most useful
part of Mr. Day’s ringing career, a slight sketch of which may
serve as an encouraging example. )

Towards the close of the year 1868, while ringing for a church
parade service of the First Battalion of the Warwickshire Rifle
Volunteers, the clapper of the sth bell came out, and unfortu.
nately broke the bell. This was always considered the best in
the peal—next to the tenor—and its fracture was looked upon as
a calamity. This disaster was followed in a few weeks, at the
next public ringing, by the gudgeons of the r1th giving way,
when the bell fell into its pit mouth upwards. Then ensued a
gisishin the history of the bells, and of the Society of St. Martin's

ouths.

The bells were not missed much trom a ringing point, as there
tvere still the ten at Aston to fall back on, but St. Martin’s was
the ringing centre, and it was determined to continue the
weekly meetings in the belfry for the purpose of keeping the
Society together, and of being ready to take advantage of any:
thing that might occur in regard to the bells. By and bye
enquiries were made as to what was to be done to set them
going again, and’' Mr. Day wrote an article to each ot the
Birmingham papers, describing the state of the frame and
fittings, and shewing that tinkering would be useless and
throwing money away. This led to a meeting held in St,
Martin’s Mission Room, at which he attended on behalf of the
ringers, and after explaining to the company present what was
in his opinion necessary to be done, a restoration committee
was formed—on which he was elected—and it was determined,
if sufficient money could be raised, to re-cast the 4th and.sth,
and to have an entirely new frame, and new fittings, except
wheels, which were new in 1858.  Eight bells were to be on the
lower frame, and four on am upper frame, which was to be
entirely independent of the lower. d

Here a brief account of this celebrated peal for some forty-
five years previously will throw some light on tifese resolutions,
and be generally interesting to the reader. ‘

When the bells were firsf hung in 1758 as a peal of ten, eight
bells were on a level, and two were hoisted ; and afterwards
when augmented to twelve the additional bells were of course
also hoisted. Old ringers of Mr, Day’s early years always spoke
of the bells as then going well, but it would appear that after
ringing the historical peals in the year 1820 a craze set in to
have the bells rehung., In recent years there had been two
openings of rings of ten—at Aston amd Dudley—and C. Oliver,
sen., who had done the work, as foreman to Messrs, Mears, in
an excellent manner, asserted that he could hang all twelve
bells at St. Martin’s on a level, and effect other great improve.
ments. This dictum found an only too willing ear with some
having influence, who were almost ready for anything, pro-
viding they could have an opening like their neighbours. Hence
it was contrived that the bells were rehung in 1825, when Oliver
found that scheme as he might, he could only find room for ten
on the level, and even then by having the timbers more scanty
than the weight of metal warranted.

However this might shew the skill of the workman in contri.
vance, it was very bad for the go of the bells, which was never
good for long together, in fact, so far as memory serves, there
was always something the matter. From 1825 to 1844 @aly two
peals were rung on the twelve, and then they were in such a bad
state that a sum of between £40 and £50, raised by the society
of ringers and their friends, was expended in another so.
called rehanging. C. Oliver, jun., did this work, but was hardly
clear away from the town when the 11th failed., It was then
rehung by one of the ringers—T. Hobday—who rang it through
the 7000 Stedman Cinques in 1848. Three other peals were
then rung, and then came another collapse. '

In 1854 the spire was rebuilt, when things became so intoler.
ably bad that the bells were seldom heard. 1In the spring of
1858, Her Majesty the Queen was induced to visit Birmingham,
to open the Park at Aston. Here at last was the long-looked
for opportunity. On an appeal to the public, funds poured in
so fast that an . entirely new peal might probably have been had
for the asking. The representative of a celebrated firm being
questioned as to the state of the frame, stated that it would be
impossible to make a better one, and was unfortunately able to
persuade the churchwardens that only a little tinkering was
necessary, and so this—literally golden—opportunity was lost.
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The work Wwas such a fluke this time, that on the day of Her
Majesty’s visit the bells were only rung with the greatest
difficulty.

Great dissatisfaction was of course felt, and after much un-
pleasantness a new frame was made for the smallbells, but was
so constructed that the timber had to be cut away to the utmost
they could allow, and even then, as the second and fourth bells
could not swing clear, they were chipped away at the skirt, and
their tone spoiled—the fourth being utterly ruined.

.Now to resume the history of Mr. DaY’s connection with these
bells after their failure in 1868. A subscription, to which the
society of ringers paid the first contribution, was opened, and
money came in freely. Three firms tendered for the work, viz.,
Messrs, Taylor, Warner, and a local firm—Blews and Son, and
although the ringers were anxious that one of the first two
should be employed, yet, after what might be called some in
and out running, the local firm was selected. Mr. Day was
appointed to superintend the work on behalf of the Committee,
and with the assistance of his friend MR. Jounsox, expended a
lot of painstaking care in what ultimately proved a very
onerous and thankless office.

MRr. A. CrREsSER, who had had some experience under the
late Mr. H. Boswell, being then foreman for Messrs. Blews,
started on the work in the autumn of 1869, and on Christmas
Evein that year the bells were rung for the first time on their
third new frame. The opening was not very satisfactory, but
alterations were made from time to time, and at Easter in the
following year the bells were thought to be pealable. Such
pleasant idea was of very short duration, for a period of very
dry weather with Easterly winds set in, when the eleventh
(always a weak place), began its tricks, and one by one the
bells went off their going, so that in a month’s time they were
unringable. ,

This was very disheartening, but hope was never lost; the
weekly meetings were céntinued in the belfry, the bells were
accasionally raised and rung in rounds, and handbell practice
indulged in, until4n 1872~3 it was decided to finish the restora.
tion of the church, which had been, in abeyance for several
years. The bells were now stopped altogether until early in
1875, when the church.being nearly completed, Messrs. Day

and JonnsoN waited on Messrs. Blews, and stated what the |

firm, in their consideration, ought to do. They were met by
Messrs. Blews in a very liberal spirit; the work was
thoroughly overhauled, and the tenor entirely rehung, with the
result of a remarkable improvement in the * go’ of the bells.
This celebrated ring still continues in good ringing order,
and since 1875 there have been about twenty peals rung upon
them, whereas previously in the period from 1825 to 1868
only nine peals were rung on the twelve bells.

Starting with the biography of a ringer and introducing the
history of a celebrated ring of bells might under some
circumstances be considered an unpardonable digression, but
in this case our readers cannot fail to observe the intimate
connection between the two, and the interesting facts here
related will, we are sure, be appreciated as fraught with interest
and example.

In 187{\, through an unpleasant misunderstanding, Mr. Day
severed his connection with the St. Martin’s Youths, of which
society he had been president since 1860, although he never
lost touch gith his old friends. Later on, in 1887, he joined the
Holt Society of Aston, and as a member of that Society became
instrumental in forming the Guild which has taken the name of
St. Martin’s, and embraces in one body the St. Martin’s Youths
and the members of the Holt Society of Aston.

Besides holding office in the St. Martin’s Guild, Mg. Day is
also a member of the Midland Counties’ Association.

MR. Day has no absolute record of the number of peals in
which he has taken part, but with the assistance of his friend
MR. J. PERKs, a total of sixty-three (which is probably not far
short of the actual number), can be made up as follows:

Grandsire Triples Rang 8 Conducted 1
. Caters yw 6 ' 1

. Cinques I ¢
Treble Bob Major s 8 " 4
1] I ROYal sy 10 ” 7

5 Maximus ,, 1

Steﬁman

Triples w 5

-described by Mr. Haweis.

Stedman Cakers Rang 20  Conducted 8
" Cinques nw 2

Plain Bob Major w 2
Total 63 21

Though very fond of conducting, MR. Day could never satisfy
himself at it, and readily gave way on seeing the splendid
aptitude and ability of his friend PErks, who is now so worthily
succeeded by Mr. H. BASTABLE.

ENGLISH BELFRIES AND CHANGE-RINGING.

The following is taken from The Guardian of last week. Our
readers will hail this contribution to the question by the worthy
JHon, Secretary-of the Essex Association :

“In the February number of the English Illustrated Magazine
appears an article on ¢ Bells and Belfries,” written by the Rev.
H. R. Haweis, and beautifully illustrated with views of some of
the great Belgian towers. ‘Bells and YBelfries in Belgium’
would have been a more strictly accurate heading, for, though
the writer gives us many interesting scraps of bell-lore and some
decidedly original reflections upon bell-music in general, his
main purpose is to advocate the introduction into England of
Belgium * carillons’ and ¢ carilloneurs,’ to .displace what he
contemptuously designates as ‘ the present purgatorial system
of change-ringing.’ I have nothing to say against carillons,
though I can imagine that the ¢ bell-broken silence ’ of night at
Mechlin, which enraptured him, might seem, to less musical
enthusiasts desirous of a good night’s rest, almost ¢ purgatorial ’
while not even he, I presume, would deny that you cannot get
the full tone and harmony from bells unless they are struck
properly while in motion by their own clappers, as when we ring
them, instead of being merely tapped by hammers on the out-
side, as when chimed by clock machinery or by the carillonneur
seated at a keyboard. Carillon music, especially in Belgium, is
beautiful in its way, and might no doubt be better known in
England than it is.” But before we follow Mr. Haweis’s advice
to get rid of our ringers, with their ropes and wheels, and sub-
stitute the carillonneur, with his keyboard and chimes, let our
present- ¢ purgatorial system’ say a word in its defence.
Auds altevam partem, M. le Carillonnenr !

In the first place, ringing, as distinguished from chiming,
church bells is distinctively English, and enjoys an almost pre-
scriptive right as the national custom. To be rung, a bell is
swung gradually backwards and forwards, rising higher and
higher each time until it sets’ mouth uppermost, being pre-
vented from swinging over by the * stay,” or piece of wood pro-
jecting from the wooden stock to which the bell is fastened.
Then at each pull of the rope the bell swings completely round,
rising again each time to its upright position, and swinging
back in the reverse direction at the next pull, the clapper
striking its side each time that it rises, and bringing out the full
sound of the bell. In ‘chiming’ the bell hangs mouth down-
wards, and is moved gently backwards and forwards so as
just to allow the clapper to touch it; or sometimes the clapper
alone is pulled while the bell remains stationary—a process
which saves trouble, but is very likely to crack the bell. The
‘chiming apparatus’ now frequently used in church towers
consists of small hammers which strike the bells on the oufside,
being connected either with the machinery of a clock or with a
keyboard or strings worked by hand, and is thus akin in prin-
ciple to, though less elaborate than, the Belgian carillons
A chiming apparatus can be worked
by one man ; and in ordinary chiming one man can manage two
or three bells. Butin ringing one man is required for each bell,
and the amount of skill and practice required is much greater
than for either metbod of chiming, either of which is soon
acquired, and then becomes almost mechanical. True, the
Belgian carillonneur, seated at his keyboard, and performing
upon fifty or sixty bells of all sizes, has almost as much scope
for skilled execution as an organist upon his organ. But in
ninety-nine out of a hundred English belfries the practical
question is how to make the best use of a ring of five, six, eight,
or ten large bells, hung imr the usual way for ringing; how best
to use these for the services of God, in Whose house they hang,
as well as for the delight of men.
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% Now chiming, whether by hand or machinery, confessedly
fails to bring out all the sound of which bells are capable, and
which they are intended to give forth. If bells are never
properly rung from the time they first hang in a tower till they
perish in its ruins, we may well say, with the‘ Autocrat of the
Breakfast Table,” lamenting over the ¢ Silent Sisters'—

“ Alas for those who never sing,
But die with all their music in them ! ”

“Even Mr. Haweis’s Belgian bell—grandiloquently described
as ¢ a vast cauldron of potential sound,” in which * seem to sleep
all wails of pain and all shouts of joy '—was evidently intended
to be rung, not merely tapped with hammers from the outside;
for (as the illustration shows) it is furnished with ¢ cannons’ by
which it can be attached to a stock, and with a clapper that can
strike it properly inside upon the ¢ sound-bow.” And, vagugly
eloguent as is his description of its potentialities of sound in his
study, for his ears alone, it would, I venture to think, fulfil its
purpose better as one of a peal in some windy tower, flinging
out their melodies far and wide as they swing in bewildering yet
orderly changes, obedient to the steady heads and skilful hands
of a band of good ringers below. One great charm indeed of
bell music (I call it so, pace Mr. Haweis) as we hear it in
England is its far-reaching power. Borne upon the air across
a wide stretch of fields or waters, there is something soothing
and homelike in the sound of bells, a sound which has caught
the ear and struck the fancy of many an English poet. The
boom ot a single great bell from a cathedral tower across an
expense of land and water is admirably reflected in the per-
fection of Milton's verse :—

“ Oft on a plot of rising ground
1 hear the far-off curfew sound
Qver some wide-watered shore,
Swinging slow with sullen roar.”

% And the writer of a well-known hymn finds no better simile
for the voice of the Saviour calling weary souls, than that it

“Far, far away, like bells at evening pealing.”

“ If we look to poetic feeling and impressions, it would not be
hard to show that our English bell music excites them quite as
much and as truly as any Belgian carillon. Mr. Haweis says
dogmatically, ¢ Music it is not” But a well-struck touch on a
good peal of well-tuned bells is music : and any work on ringing
will disprove the reckless assertion that ‘ your true bell-ringer
does not care twopence for the sound or the tune.’ The
language which in his advocacy of carillons Mr. Haweis thinks
fit to use about change-ringing reminds one of the old story of
the solicitor’s instructions to counsel for a shaky defence, ‘No
case; abuse plantiffs attorney.’ I do not wish to see our
ringers superseded, though I have no objection to see them
supplemented, by carillonneurs: bat I will not support my con-
tention by abuse of what I do not understand.

I have said that ringing a peal of bells requires more hands
than chiming. In some cases this is 2 practical drawback, ¢.g.,
in small parishes where there is a chronic difficulty in getting
enough ringers; and it often leads to the adoption of a chiming
apparatus, not by preference, but as a pis aller, a better alterna.-
tive than never hearing the bells at all or being restricted to
what I have seen somewhere aptly styled ‘the one bell
nuisance.’ But where ringers, or the material of which ringers
can be made, are available, it is from every point of view worth
the while of the clergy to use every effort to get together a band
of ringers and encourage change-ringing. It provides a certain
number of young or middle-aged men with an interest in some-
thing connected with the church, and with an occupation or
amusement which demands head-work as well as physical
exertion, and for which they soon find (in itself a useful lesson)
that sobriety and clearness of head are absolutlely necessary,
in which, moreover, there is always something more to learn,
and some motive for improvement. Mr. Haweis says scorn-

_fully, ¢ The affair is simple ; it requires a little arithmetic and
a strong arm—no fine musical ear, and certainly no love of
music.' It can be done, I admit, by persons who are not
musical; but (experto crede) the lack of a musical ear is a
decided drawback, and I doubt if any one becomes a first-rate
ringer without it. And ‘the affair is simple’ so far as this,
that the actual rules of any method of change-ringing are few
and easily remembered, and that no great effort of memory and
no arithmetic (except being able to count) is required to apply

them in practice. Nor if change-ringing could be summed up
(as Mr. Haweis seems to think) in the precept, ¢ Take three
bells, and begin 123, 132 213, 231,321, 312, would
either its theory or practice take much learning. ¢This,” he
says, ‘is much simpler than writing a tune, and you can go on
for ever.’” How much further, I would ask, can you go with the
changes on three bells, or, as mathematicians would say, with
permutations of three things taken all together? It is true,
again, that the six changes of which three bells are capable
form part of the basis of the best and most musical method
known to change-ringers—that of ‘the ingenious Fabian
Stedman,” as Mr. Haweis sarcastically calls him. But that
method cannot properly be rung on less than seven bells ; and
in this form it is not quite so simple, as may be seen from the
following diagram of the first thirty changes in a ‘plain course’
of Stedman Triples :(— ‘

1234567 4362715 7453162
—- 4637251 7541326
2315476 6432715 5743162
2314567 6347251 5471326
— 3642715 4573162
3241657 3467251 4751326

2346175
2431657 4376521 7415236
4236175 347562 4712563
4321657 3746521 4175236
34261735 7345612 1472563
—- 7436521 1745236
4735612 7142563

“ A peal in this method of 5040 changes, in no two of which
are the bells in precisely the same order, can be rung in about
three hours, during the whole of which time every ringer must
have his eye upon the maze of moving ropes, picking out at
each change those which pull next to him or which he has to:
follow, keeping his own bell the while under perfect control, and
endeavouring to strike at precisely the right interval, while eye.
and ear and brain are strung to close attention. This can
done, and is done, by men of little mental culture, by means of
patience, perseverance, and concentration—qualities which:
change-ringing certainly stimulates, and which are worth"
stimulating. Nor is much physical strength required, except to:
ring a heavy bell.  Boys of thirteen or fourteen and old men of
seventy-five are change-ringers, and even take part in peals;
and it is no slight recommendation of the exercise that it can be
continued up to an age when men have long become unfit for
most forms of athletic exertion. Nor is it necessary (though of
course it is an advantage) to begin young.
bell-rope myself till I was past forty; and though I feel I began -
too late to make a first-rate ringer, I have learnt enough to serve
my purpose of keeping up the ringing in my own parish by
taking part in it myself, and to provide me with healthy
exercise in which I can take real pleasure now that I can no
longer hold my own with the young at boating or, lawn tennis or
other athletic sports. I believe that the mental concentration

and moderate physical exertion required by ringing are an
excellent combination for promoting the mens sana in corpore

sano that fits us all for our work.

“1 think, too, that all, whether clergy or laity, who try to pro-
mote change-ringing, particularly in country belfries, will feel
the truth of the old adage, ‘If you want a thing done, do it
yourself.’ Country ringers need careful and patient handling.
They are casual and unpunctual, easily put out, like children
and imperfectly educated people generally, and with-but little
self-control; and if left to themselves, with no superior to take
the lead, they may quarrel about the merest trifles, and a band
that has been got together by the work of months or years will
break up suddenly. Nor can they, however decent and well-
disposed, always make a stand by themselves against bad
language and bad manners, and the old abuses that in days
gone by turned many a belfry into a pot-hduse. The presence
of the clergy, their example and association, is the most power-
ful factor in ¢ belfryreform,’ and the surest means of maintaining
that order and harmony which are necessary if change-ringing
is to flourish. And the parishioners generally might show more
interest in the belfry and its doings. The bells, after all, belon
to them, and are held in trust for them by the incumbent an
churchwardens for the time being., Itis their interest that the

I never touched a :

»
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bells should be well, and not badly, rung; their ears which
suffér from the monotony of ‘rounds’ and call-changes or the
same hymn-tune tafped out by the chiming apparatus; their
duty to encourage all efforts to use the bells in the best possible
manner for the service ot God and of man.

But what is ‘the best possible manner’ of using the bells ?
That is the real question at issue. Mr. Haweis says, ‘ Turn
them into carillons, on which your organist can play Beethoven
or Mozart, and your ears will no longer be vexed by  purgatorial’
systems of change.ringing.’ I say, Use the belis that you have
in the way in which they -were meant to be used, the way in
which they can be used Yo the best musical effect, and for the
best good of those who ring them. And before you condemn
change-ringing upon the ipse dixi of a transcendental philosopher,
learn s6mething about it. I do not eondemn carillons, or any
form of chiming apparatus. They are good in their way, and
may well be used to supplement ringers; but substitutes for
good change-ringing they are not, and never can be. The re-
vival of interest in bells and belfries (which Mr. Haweis dates
from the appearance of a book entitled Music and Morals, but
which may have arisen independently) has already done much
to improve our belfries and bells, and the status and morale of
ringers, and done it, I submit, through and by the help of
change-ringing. ‘Deans and Chapters,’ says Mr. Haweis,
¢ have applied to me about their bells from all parts of England.’
It is good news that cathedral bodies, not always the first to
bestir themselves, are waking up to fheir responsibilities and
opportunities in connection with cathedral belfries. But I trust
that they do not listen too readily to Mr. Haweis’s siren tongue.
A cathedral might well possess a carillon in one tower and a
gea’.] of bells in another. But having the latter, it were best to

egin by using them to the best effect in the most skilful manner,
and by making the cathedral a diocesan centre of good Church
bell-ringing, as well as of Church music and Church life gener-

ally. In every cathedral there must be at least one Canon or |’

Minor Canon with sufficient leisure from cathedral duties to
bestow the personal interest and attention that is necessary;
the funds, which are often such a difficulty for parochial belfries,
ought certainly to be forthcoming ; and in a cathedral city, and
about the cathedral precincts, there can be no lack of men who
would become proficient ringers, if only they were properly
encouraged and properly recognised. If cathedral bodies lead
the way, the reform of English belfries, hand in hand with the
revival of English change-ringing, may make yet more rapid
strides, not possibly to the satisfaction of Mr. Haweis, but to
that of sensilg)le people who think it better to develop and im-
prove our English bells and English modes of ringing before we
tny to naturalise a possibly inferior imitation of the bells and
belfries of Belgium.

s Writtle Vicarage, Chelmsford. T. L. PariLLON.”

THE PROPOSED CENTRAL COUNCIL.
THe ProvisioNaL ComMITTEE will meet in London on Tues-
day, April 8th, at the “ Inns ot. Court’* Hotel, Holborn, at one
o'clock, to formulate a seheme for the constitution and procedure

of the proposed Central Council. The names of the gentlemen
chosen by the respective Societies to represent them on the
Committee are appended. It is requested .that any representa-
tive who has not received a circular containing the Draft Scheme
will at once communicate with A. Percival Heywood,
Puffield Bank, near Derby.

Representatives who desire to move amendments to the
Scheme are particularly asked, on rising at the meeting, to
present such amendments clearly written out,

The Ancient Society of College Youths:
E. Dawe.
G. Dorrington:

The Royal Cumberland Society :
G. Newson.
J. Rogers.

The St.éames’ Society, London:
G. C. Hammond.
H. R. Newton.

The Yorkshire Association :
B. T. Copley.
C. H. Hattersley.

The Oxford Diocesan Guild:
Rev. F. E. Robinson.
J. W. Washbrook.

The Midland Counties’ Association :
A. P. Heywood.
J. W. Taylor, Jun.

The Chester Diocesan Guild :
F. Ball.
H. A. Heywood.

The Lancashire Association :
Rev. J. H. Elsee.
G. Longden.

The St. Martin’s Guild, Birmingham :
H. Bastable. .

The Hertfordshire Association :
L. Proctor.

The Sussex County Association :
G. F. Atfree.
Rev. C.'D. P. Davies.

The Association for the Archdeaconry of Stafferd :
Rev. ]. R. Keble.

The Surrey Association :
E. F. Strange.

The Worcestershire and Adjoining Districts Assuciation ;
R. E. Grove.

The Bedfordshire Association :
Rev. W. W. C. Baker.

The North Lincolnshire Association :
F. F. Linley.

The Trinity Youths’ Society, Greenwich :
F. W, Thornton.

The Gloucester and Bristol Association :
. Rev. H. A. Cockey.
G. H. Phillott.

The Durham and Newcastle Association :
R. S. Story.

The United Counties’ Association ;
J. Holden.

The Essex Association :
F. G. Newman.
Rev. T. L. Papillon.

The Kent County Association ;
Rev. E. W. Carpenter.
Rev. F. J. Helmore.

The Norwich Diocesan Association ;
Rev. H. Earle Bulwer.,
Captain Moore.

The Eastern Counties’ Guild :
R. Mackman.

The Salisbury Diocesan Guild :
T. Blackbourn.
Rev. A, D. Hill.

The Waterloo Society, London :
C. E. Malim,

The South Lincolnshire Association :
G. Edwards.

FREISTON, LINCOLNSHIRE.

IN connexion with the peal rung at this place & supper was”
held, through the kindness of the Rev. S. Staffurth, at the house
of Mr. A. O. Barber, at which the ringers and their wives and a
few friends enjoyed themselves, after which toast and song and
games till the hour of twelve, when the National Anthem was
sung, and the meeting separated, wishing many happy returns
of the day to Mr. A. O. Barber.
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NOTES BY THE WAY,

“ Sweet are the remembrances of a well-spent life.”

The compilation of that elaborate list of the late Henry
Johnson’s peals will, I do not doubt, have been a real labour of
love to our friend Mr. Bastable. Neither do I doubt that the
fruits of his labours will ’ere this have been perused with
pleasure and been rewarded with (if unspoken) much commend-
ation. It is valuable, if only as a record of our departed
veteran’s peal-ringing history, but there is also much in it of
interest to us. The lion’s share of Mr. Johnson’s performances
are shewn unmistakably by this return to have taken place in

_the tower on which he rung his first peal. This is only natural,

but it is singularly appropriate that his last peal should also
have been rung on the same bells. He thus ended where he
begun, and now rests beneath the shadow of that tower in
which it may be literally said he commenced and finished. The
“thread of the narrative,” therefore, is unbroken, and what.
ever may be the shape of the national memorial, Mr. Bastable’s
contribution to the pages of “ THE BeLL News " must rank as
a great tribute to the memory of him whom the Exercise will
ever delight to honour. ' ‘

Mr. Cocks comes down rather heavily on the only too palpable
evidence of ignorance on the part of that self-elected censor of
the Exercise. Although in one or two instances I must confess
I felt his “ exposure ” to appear just a little bit strained, yet, if
such were needed, he has thoroughly succeeded in his purpose.
Nothing further is necessary to demonstrate the incapacity of
Parson Haweis for the post to which he has exalted himself.
Therefore, I think, we may safely leave him severely alone for
the present. Should he indulge further in his vagaries, I fancy
he will do so with a pretty fair realization of the warm reception
which he will receive. If we have not yet actually attained
that position which we desire, we are at any rate so situated
that we have no need to stand nonsense from anyone. Should
Parson Haweis bave seen the pages of “ TuE BELL News”
during the past few weeks, I imagine he will himself have come
to that conclusion, and this fact will of itself tend to make him
hesitate before he again risks the castigation of a body now
so powerful as ours. Here let us leave him.

* * x % : *

My correspondent, whose letter I quoted from the other week,
writes again. He says (which Y am glad to learn) that heis
satisfied with my remarks upon the whole, although he evidently
has not relished my reproducing his former epistle “as it
was wrote,” because he ‘“was no hand at letter writing
himself.” Well, as he seems to be agreeable thus, we will
let that pass; I did not act in any unfriendly spirit; my
object was more to let him tell his tale in his own fashion,
and also to let my readers see what sort of communications I
am in the habit of receiving. But what appears to have been
the raison de etre of my friend’s writing again is evidently the
letter from “ W, P.” to which I referred last week. My corres-
pondent does not attempt to conceal his satisfaction at what he
styles my ‘first-rate remarks” about it, and hope I will
“gtamp on a man like him who wants to cut out such ringers as
himself, who can’t ring 1260's, because haven’t bells to do it
with.” I am, I confess, rather dubious about engaging in this
“stamping on > process; discretion is, as we all know, often-
times the better part of valour; but this thing I will promise
him, that I will never quietly see the zealous endeavours of our
brethren ignored, treated with contempt, or ridiculed—however

‘humble or modest those endeavours may be—particularly when
I know that they who so strive are bravely and honestly tryipg
to do their best under adverse circumstances. Set yonr mind At
ease, my friend, *“ W. P.” evidently wrote either without fully
considering the question, or else without experience to guide
him ; and probably will not venture again to rush into print
with such impracticable notions.

* *® * ® %

Mr. Henry Hopkins has certainly * let loose the dogs of war
by his letter on the peal of Grandsire Triples at Ealing. Not
having heard the peal myself, or even met any one since who
listened to it, I will not presume to express an opinion as to. its
merits, truth, or otherwise ; but I cannot help remarking {which
thought struck me on reading the letter), that it would have been
much more advisable on his part if he had refrained from so
strongly commenting on a performance with no better grounds
than mere hearsay evidence. The result is that he has got
pretty considerably sat upon, and no wonder. If Mr. Ilsley had
valid grounds of objection to the peal being scored, why did he
not himself raise the question, instead of hanging back, as he
evidently has done, and leaving it to someone else to fire the
first shot manufactured by him? 1 will yield to no man in my
contention for the truth of peals recorded, but it any objection
is taken to such, I say let it be done by scmeone who actnally
has heard the performance, and thus can speak with some
amount of authority; but certainly, had I taken part in the
peal in question, should object to strictures being passed by
anybody who had no more grounds thag what was said in con-
versation with semeone else. It is' bad policy, my friend
Hopkins, and if you are wise you will in future ¢ let your own
fears be your own judge,” and if any one you come across has
aught to say on a performance—doubtful or otherwise—let him
fight his own battle. But if Mr. Hopkins has faithfully repro-
duced the opinions of Mr. Ilsley, and the latter does not, after
what has transpired, come out in defence of his champion, 1
wouldn’t give much for his pluck, or even sensée of honour.

¥ ok & £ *

I observe that the coming Easter Week is not to be without
its attempted long peal. I should have been surprised if it-had.
Last Saturday week, our friends of Bromsgrove rang 5394 of
Grandsire Caters, by way of practice for the 16,336 which they
propose having a try for. I wish them good luck with all my
heart ; and shall be happy to congratulate them on the event of
its coming off. FrReE LANCE.

THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—FOLKESTONE
BRANCH.

. On Friday, March 14th, this band held their annual subserip-
tion dinner, after meeting in the tower and ringing a peal,
which appeared in last week’s “ BELL News.” The cloth being
removed, the health of * The Vicar ” was given, and also Major
Penfold, thq donors of the feast, and the ladies and gentlemen
who subscribed to the fund each year, then the *“Host and
Hostess.” During the evening changes and tunes were rung on
the handbells, and all enjoyed a pleasant evening.

ST. MICHAEL'S, AYLSHAM, NORFOLK.

The peal of ten bells in the above parish church have been
rehung in a new frame and complete fittings, and the work has
been executed in a very satisfactory manner. It is expected the
reopening will take place on Wednesday, April 23rd, of which
further notice will be given to ringers in the county. .

OR SALE.—A Peal of Handbells second-band, in good order, ten
size 17. Apply F. Owen, Britannia Road, Worcester. » ten in number,
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BLACKBOURN & GREENLEAF,

CHURCH BELL HANGERS, TUNERS, AND
HANDBELL FOURDERS,
No. 100, BEDWIN STREET, SALISBURY.

. "Messrs. Blackbourn and Greenleaf are practical Ringers, and having had
considerable experience in Church Bell hanging and tuning, with confidence solicit
the patronage of the Clergy, Churchwardens and Ringers generally. :

. Greenleaf was twenty years with Mears and %tainbank, as tuner and
bell-hanger, The Ellacombe Chime Hammers fixed.

JASPER W. SNOWDON’'S WORKS.
ROPE-SIGHT: 1s. 6d. Tuirp Epition. Commences

by explaining how to manage a bell; deals with Change-Ringing on three,
four, five, six, seven, and eight Bells in the PLaiy Bos METHOD, giving touches and
peals in each case ; and closes with instructions for Conducting, &c., &c. (143 pages)

STANDARD METHODS: 2s. 6d. Stconp EpiTION,

Contains full explanations and rules for ringing all the best methods, from five
to eight bells, with plain-course diagrams of each printed in full, with coloured lines.
(40 pages of diagrams and 87 of descriptive lstterpress).

GRANDSIRE; 2s. od. THE METHOD, ITs PEALS, AND

HistorY. WiTH PorRTRAIT AND MEMOIR. EDITED BY His BROTHER, Ww,
SNowpoN. COMPLETE WITH AN APPENDIX BY THE REvV. CHARLES D. P, DAVIES,
M.A., Oxon. Commences with ringing on five, six, and seven bells, for the benefit of a
learner ; gives instructions on composing, proving, varying, and reversing, conducting
and calling round ; and ends with a general survey of the practical and scientific as-

ct of the composition of triples—tuus forming a complete reference book for all
randsize ringers. (210 pages).

REBLE BOB. 3s. 23d. ParTs 1. AND 11. COMPLETE.

- Part I. contains instructions for pricking, transposing, proving, composing,
and conducting peals; an essay on the In and Out-of-course of the changes; and
a history of the various compositions and performances. Part II. contains classi-
fied peals of Minor, Major, Royal, and Mazimus, with their reverse variations;
remarks on the different” qualities; particulars ot first performances, composers’
names, &c., &c. (236 closely printed pages), Part II, (136 closely printed pages) may
be had separately, 2s. 13d.

DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MA]JOR. 1s. od.

" Contains rules and instructions for pricking and ringing the method; a linear
diagram of the plain course; a collection ot touches and Yeals; instructions for prov-

ing; and a history of the earlier performances, with a list of peals down to 1884.
78 pages). :

A few copies are still left of “An Account of the Society of Union Scholars.’
(49 pages). Post free, 8%d.

Forwarded, Post Free, on Breceipt of remit{ance, by WM. SNOWDON, Old

ank Chambers, Leeds.

MR. PERCIVAL HEYWOOD’'S WORK.
¢ ]DUFFIELD:” A MusicAL METHOD FOR 8, 10, AND

12 BELLS, containing full directions for ringing, pricking, and proving
the method; together with a collection of Peals of Major, Royal. and Maxzimus. also
an Explanatory Appendix. By ARTHUR PErcivaL HeEywoop, M.A. Post free on
receipt of 1s., from BEMROSE & Sons, 23, OLD BaAILEY, LONDON, AND IRONGATE,
DERBY. Also, gratis on application, from A. Percivar, Hreywoop, DUFFIELD
Billmx, r}llee:; Derby, a Broadsheet, containing diagrams and directions for ringing
the method.

“THE BELL NEws AND RINGERS' RECORD " will be forwarded post
on the following terms :—
One copy, 12 months .. . . . . 8s.
6

n ” e . e e .. 4S.

" 3 " .o oo .o .o .o 28,

All Subscriptions and Ovders for papers must be sent divect to the Publisher
E. W. ALLEN, Ave Mavia Lane, London.

Evervthing for insertion in this Fournal to be addvessed ‘* The Editor of
THE BeELL NEws, Walthamstow, London.”  Letters forwarded for pub-
Ycation, and performances under 5000 changes must veach us not later than
Wednesday morning ; and the insevtion of any communication arviving latey
than the first Postal delivery on Thursday morning cannot be guaranteed in
that week's number. When it is found impossible from want of space to insevt
all touches forwarded, the eavlioy ones will have the prefevence. :

Al communications vespecting advertisements must be addressed to the office
of " Tue BELL NEws,” Walthamstow, London.

@The Bell Hetos € Bingers” Becord,

SATURDAY, MARCH 2zg, 18g0.

Wita this Number is commenced Volumev I1X, of “TuE

BeiL News.” Taking into calculation the fifteen monthly |

numbers which preceded the present series it may safely be

said that we are approaching the end of the first decade of
our existence. And during that time what changes has our
journal experienced, and what vicissitudes has it surmounted ?
The Editor is the only one remaining of those few adven-
turous spirits who had the temerity to establish a journal
which should be solely for the Ringing Exercise. The rest
have either been removed- by death, or other potent cir-
cumstances.

The nine years’ history of our journal is one which those
who are intimately acquainted with its progress look upon
with no small degree of pleasure. They claim that amid
good and evil report *“ Tue BeELL NEews” has more than
tulfilled its mission; that it has been the means of pro-
moting the Art to a very great extent; that many bells have
been erected, and many persons joined our ranks through its
influence. These are good reasons for its existence certainly,
and we may add, for its enlarged support also.

We commence this volume under the most happy auspices.
There is more work than ever before us. The Central Council
of Ringers will no doubt be of value to “ Tue BELL NEws,” as
well as to the ringing community. And on entering upon a
new volume, we cannot refrain from expressing a hope that
this movement will meet with more success than its dis-
tinguished author imagines.

It will be not out of place on this occasion to record our
appreciation of the value of the labors of those many kind
friends of this paper who have always endeavoured to enhance
its fortunes by enlisting new supporters. We hope they will
continue to employ every means in their power towards the
same object. A greatly increased circulation is what we
ardently desire. :

The Wetropolis,

‘ TWICKENHAM, MIDDLESEX.
THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS. .
On Saturday, March 22, 1890, in Three Hours and % mz’nuté,
AT THE CHURCH OF ST. MARY-THE-VIRGIN,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES ;
THURSTANS' COMPOSITION. Tenor 19 cwt. 3 qrs. 24 Ibs. in Ep.

JosEpH MascuLL* .. ..Treble. | tWiLLiaM FRIGHT .. .. 5.
Francis E. Dawe .. .. 2, ‘ Francis L. Davies.. .. 6.
WiLLiaM D. SmITH .. .. 3. HenNrRY G. FRUIN .. .. 7.
WiLLiaM BURKIN .. .. 4. WiLrLiaM CROPLEY .. ..lenor.

Conducted by Francis Epwarp DaAwE.

*First peal. {Firstpeal in the method and hails from Bromley. Wm. Burkin's
soth peal.

P

The Provinces.,

FRIESTON, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE EAST LINCOLNSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Wednesday, March 19, 1890, in Three Hours and Fifteen Minutes,
At THE CHURCH OF ST. JAMES,

5040 CHANGES IN THE TWELVE FOLLOWING
METHODS ON FIVE BELLS:

Antelope, Sunshine, Dream, Old Doubles, Bob Doubles, Plain
Doubles, Hudibras, Chase, London Doubles, Dunstan, Lincoln-
shire Singles, and Grandsire Doubles.

Tenor 20 cwt. -
JoseEpH SBARP .. .. ..Treble. | *ENos CLAYTON.. .. .. 3.
W. LegGgoTT* .. .. .. 2. A. O. BARBER .. .. .. 4
tJoun SHarP .. .. ..Tenor.
Conducted by Joux SHARP.

*First 5040. 1First 5040 as conductor. The first 5040 by this Association by am
entirely local band, Rung in honour of the 48th birthday of A. O, Barber,
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WALDRON, SUSSEX.—THE WALDRON SOCIETY.
On Saturday, Mavch 15, 1890, in Three Hours and One Minute,
"AT THE PaARisH CHURCH,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
RegvEs's VARIATION oF HoLT's TEN-PART. Tenor 10} cwt.

ALBERT Dawes*.. .. ..Tredle. | *Joun BeaL e e ++ 5.
HERBERT RaMt .. .. .. 2. *Joun BurgEss.. .. .. 6.
GBORGE ADES* .. .. .. 3. *BenjaMIN HoBBs ..

AvLBERT REED® .. .. .. 4. *EpwarD UNSTED

Conducted by HERBERT Ram.

*PFirst peal, |Firstpeal as conductor. This is the first peal on the bells and the
first by the local band for upwards of fifty years. Great credit is due to G. Ades, he
being only 16 years of age.

. Tenov.

CROSTON, LANCASHIRE.
THE LIVERPOOL DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Monday, March 17, 1890, in Two Hours and Fifty-Fouy Minutes,
AT THE ParisH CHURCH,

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
J. R. PriTcHARD'S FIVE-PART. Tenor 163 cwt.

AMES PvE .. .. .. ..Twbdle.| RarLpH HouGH .. ..
AMES SHOLICAR e 0o 2. JorN ASHCROFT P
HOMAS BANNISTER .. .. 3. WILLIAM SUMNER .. ..
Jounw Hare .. .. .. .. 4 Hewnry TAYLOR.. .. .

Conducted by JAMES SHOLIGAR. -

. First peal by all except conductor, Itis upwards of 70 years since a peal was rung
on the bells of the above church.

WIDFORD, ESSEX.-—THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Friday, Mavch 14, 1890, tn Three Hours and Nine Minutes, .
N At THE CHURCH OF S1. Mary,
A PEAL OF UNION TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES ;
Tenor 12 cwt in G. #
RicHarp C. BURRELL  ..T¥ebie.
Jou~n Dams.. .. .. .. =2

ABRAHAM SHUTTLEWORTH 3. WiLLiaM LINCOLN .. .
CHARLES ELLIOTT .. .. 4. ALFRED TarBUN ., ..Ti

Composed by Dr. A. B. CarPENTER and Conducted by
WIiLLIAM LiINcoLN.

First peal in the method by all, and the first peal in the method on the bells. The
above is a variation of the original one-part peal containing 108 calls. The above are
all members of the Ancient Society of College Youths.

WiLriaM J. PIPER .. .. 5§
ARTHUR EDWARDS .. .. 6

noy.

o

GLOUCESTER,
THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS, AND
GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
Os Thursday, March 20, 1890, in Thrvee Hours and Twenty-six Minutes,
AT THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MICHAEL,
A PEAL OF BOB TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES.
QEORGE WaTTs* .. oo Treble. | RaymMonp T. WILKINS

. e 5
SypNEy E. RoMaNs e 2. Francis E. HART .. 6.
EpwaArp B. JaMEs.. e 3 WiLLiaM J. SEVIER .. 7.
CHARLES W, JoNEs* .o 4. ADOLPHUS ROBERTS «.Tenoy.

Composed by the late H. Jounson and Conducted by W. J. SEVIER.
*First peal. All the above are members of St. Michael's Juniors, and the average
age is a1 years.
First College Youths Peal ever rang in the City of Gloucester.

SADDLEWORTH, YORKSHIRE.
THE UNITED COUNTIES* ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, March 22, 1890, in Three Hours,
AT THE PaARrisu CHURCH,
A PEAL OF TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 5024 CHANGES ;
IN THE KENT VARIATION.

Joun J. BRIERLEY .. ..Tweble. | A. W. HOLDEN.. .. .. 5.
OSEPH RADCLIFFE .. 2. Joun HoOLDEN .. .. .. 6.

Joserr Woop .. .. .. 3. THos. B. DICKEN .. .. 7.
aMgEs H. Smaw.. .. .. 3. Epward Woon .. .. ..Tenor.

Composed by H. Dains and Conducted by J. J. BRIERLEY.

Messrs. Holden (father and son), and Dicken hail from Mossley; the rest belong to
thelocal company.

Tenor 12 cwt.

WALTON-ON-THAMES, SURREY.
THE WINCHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Monday, March 24, 1890, in Three Hours and Eight Minutes,
AT THE CHURCH OF ST. MAaRY,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
HoLt’s TEN-PART.

F. W.J. Regs .. <. Treble.
Jounn HEeaTHORN (aged 65) 2.
Tuomas H. CoLBURN .. 3. tGeorge WoopIss .. .. 7.
Jonn J. JoNEs .. .. .. 4. *BENjAMIN WICKENS.. ,,Tenor.

Conducted by GEorRGE Woobiss.

tFirst peal as conductor. *First peal. Woodiss aud Wickens belong to the local
company, the rest hail from Guildferd A word of praise is due to Mr. Wickens for
the way in which he rang the tenor, he not having had any previous practice with
change-ringers. i

Tenor about 26 cwt.

ErRNEST HEATHORN .. .. 5.
FraNnk BENNETT .. .. 6.

BIRMINGHAM, WARWICKSHIRE.
THE ST. MARTIN'S GUILD.
On Tuesday, Mavch 25, 1890, in Three Hours and Fifty Minutes,

At THE CHURCH OF ST. MARTIN,

A PEAL OF TREBLE BOB MAXIMUS, 5040 CHANGES;
IN THE KENT VARIATION. Tenor 36 cwt. in C.

WirLiaM Kent .. .. ..Tveble. | WiLLiaM Muspy .. .. 7.
Jom Jo¥nes .. .. .. .. 2. ALFrep TuoMas .. .. 8.
Toomas RussaM.. .. ... 3. SAMUEL REEVES .. .. 9.
Henxy BasTasLe ., .. 4. JouN BUFFERY.. .. .. IO.

BERNARD WITCHELL.. .. 5. THoMAs REYNOLDS .. .. II.
Wicriam R. SmaLL .. .. 6. HEenRrY JonNsoN «.Tenor.

Composed by the late Mr. Hy. JorNsoN, in 1859, and Conducted
by HENRY BASTABLE,

This is the first peal of Treble Bob Maximus on the bells since March 2rst, 1848,
and the first by all the above members of the Guild,

Daie Touches,

THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—MACCLESFIELD
BRANCH.

PoynToN (Cheshire).—On Tuesday, March 11th, 1890, at the parish
church, for practice, a date touch of Bob Minor (1890 changes), being
two 720's and a 450, in 1 hr. g mins. Composed by W. Walmsley of
Macclesfield. C. Astle, 1; J. R. Potts, 2; W. Atkinson, 3; J. Snape,
4; W. Broadhurst (conductor), 5; K. Clayton, 6. Longest length by
all. Tenor 13 cwt. 2 qrs. 17 lbs. The above touch contained thirty-
one bobs and thirty-one singles.

THE ST. PETER MANCROFT SOCIETY, NORWICH.

NorwicH~—On Thursday, March 2zoth, at the church of St. Peter
Mancroft, on the back eight, a date touch of Oxford Treble Bob Major
(1890 changes), in 1 hr. 3r mins. G. Howchin, 1; P. Sadler, 2; A.
G. Warnes, 3; F. H. Knights, jun., 4; F. Howchin, 5; E. Francis, 6;
J. Skinner, 7; F. Knights (conductor), 8. Tenor 41 cwt. Composed
by B. Smith, of Plumstead, Norwich. Rung with the bells muffled as
a last tribute of respect to the memory of the late Mr. James Rudd, of
Diss, who was much respected by the members of the above society.

Borton (Lancashire).—On Saturday, March 22nd, at the parish
church, a date touch of Grandsire Triples (18go changes), in 1 hr.
5 mins. R. Hart (parish church), 1; W. Thornley (St. Peter’s
church, Halliwell). z; R. Seddon (St. Peter’s church, Halliwell), 3 ;
‘W. Gorton (parish church), 4; W. L. Holden (parish church), 5; W.
Sutcliff (Shaw, near Oldham, conductor), 6; J. Whitehead (parish
church), 7; J. Thorpe (parish church), 8.

EasTBOURNE (Sussex).—On Thursday evening, March 13th, at St.
Mary's church, a date touch Grandsire Triples (1890 changes), in 1 hr.
12 mins. T. Siggs (St. Saviour’s), 1; J. Davey (All Saints), 2; H. P.
Bennett (St. Mary’s, conductor), 3; E. Baber (St. Saviour's), 4; W,
Siggs (All Saints), 5; J. Holler (St, Saviour's), 6; E. Willoughby (St.
Mary's), 7; ]. Park (St. Saviour's), 8. Composed by A. Dumsday, of
Haywards' Heath. This five-part touch appeared in ‘ THE BrLL
NEws " of March 8th by John Aspinwall, Liverpool. [Our corres
adds:—*1 received the same from Mr. Dumsday in 1884, and have
conducted it each successive year, starting in 1884 at the 7th change
without rounds, each year adding one change, starting alternately

hand and back-stroke, on this occasion starting from rounds.’”]
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Miscellancons,

THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

CaversHaM (Oxon).—On Sunday morning, IZIarch 23rd, for Divine
Service at the parish church, 720 College Exercise. H. Simmonds,
1; A. W. Pike, 2; J. Hands, 3; G. Essex, 4; H. Smith, 5; T. New-
man (conductor), 6. First 720 in the method by all. Also for Divine
Service in the evening, 360 College Exercise. H. Simmoads, 1; A.
W. Pike, 2; J. Hands, 3; Rev. G. F. Coleridge, 4 ; H. Smith, 5; T.
Newman (conductor}), 6. Tenor 17 cwt.

OxrorD.—On Sunday, May gth, at the church of St. Peter-in-the-
East, 720 Grandsire Minor in 28 mins. |. Howse, 1; J. W. Wash-
brook, z; J. Matthews, 3; C. Hounslow, 4; W. Long, 5; H. Judge
(conductor), 6. Messrs. Matthews, Long, and Judge hail from
Kidliington.

THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

GiLLINGHAM (Kent).—On Suanday evening, March 16th, for Divine
Szarvice at the parish church, 1344 Kent Treble Bob Major. W.
Cooke, 1; G. Lindof (conductor), z; J. Baker, 3; C. Waterman
(Shorne), 4; A. Hore, 5; W. Easter, 6; W. Evaas, 7; W. Haigh, 8.

CravrorD (Kent).—On Saturday, March 15th, at the parish church,
an attempt was made for Holt’s Original peal of Grandsire Triples,
but after having rung 3400 changes. * stand” was called through a
shift-course. W. J. Reeve, 1; H. Gibbs, 2; E. E. Richards, 3; G.
Conyard, 4; A. Peill, 5; F. French, 6; E. Barnett (conductor), 7 ; C.
Wilkins, 8.

Dear (Kent).—On Tuesday, March 11th, at St. Leonard’s church,
920 Bob Minor (eighteen bobs and two singles), in 26 mins. S
Mockett, 1; H. Denne, 2; P. Hodgkin, 3; G. Denne (conductor), 4;
F. Capp, 5; L. Silver, 6. Tenor 9% cwt. in G. First 720 by all
except P. Hodgkin, who hails from Aldington.

THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

STEYNING (Sussex).—On Sunday evening, March gth, for Divine
Service at the parish church, 504 Stedman Triples. C. Smart, 1; G.
Gatland, 2 ; J. Matthews (first 504), 3; T. Searle, 4; C. Tyler, 5; C.
Chambers, 6; G. Smart (conductor),.7; W. N. Holt, 8. And on
Tuesday, March 1:1th, for practice, two 504's of Stedman Triples, the
first by C. Smart, 1; Rev. F. A. H. Du Boulay, 2; W. Hills (first
504), 3; T. Searle, 4; G. Gatland, 5; C. Tyler (conductor), 6; W.
N. Holt, 7; J. Matthews, 8. The second by Rev. F. A. H.
Du Boulay, 1; W. N. Holt, 2; J. Smart, 3; T. Searle, 4; C.
Chambers, 5; G. Gatland, 6; G. Smart (conductor), 7: J. Matthews,
8. And on. Sunday moraming, March 16th, for Divine Service, 504
Stedman Triples. J. Woolgar, 1; G. Gatland, 2; J. Matthews, 3; W.
N. Holt, 4; C. Chambers, 5; C. Tyler, 6; G. Smart (conductor), 7;
J. Smart, 8. . .

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

CuurcH (Lancashire).—On Sunday evening, March gth, for Divine
Service at the parish church, some members of the Blackburn branch
of the above Associatien rang 720 Beb Minor in 274 mins. F.
Cablvert, 1; J. Horrocks, 2; G. Lord, 3; H. Hayes (conductor), 4; W.
Pattison, 5; T. Horrocks, 6. Also on Monday evening, March 17th,
720 Oxford Bob in 28 mins. *F. Calvert, 1; J. Horrocks. 2; *J.
Bentley, 3; H. Hayes (conductor), 4; W. Pattison, 5; T. Horrocks,
6.. *First 720 in the method.

Bacup (Lancashire).—On Tuesday evening, March 4th, for practice
at Christ Church, 720 Violet Treble Bob (nine bobs). A. White, 1;
J. Hardman, 2; A. A. Downing, 3; A. Chew, 4; W. Smith, 5; Z,
Lord (conductor). 6. Also on Sunday evening, March oth, 720
College Single (eighteen bobs and two singles). W. Ormerod, 1; J.
Hardman, 2; A. A. Downing, 3; A. Chew, 4; A. White, 5; Z. Lord
(conductor), 6. And on Tuesday evening, March 11th, for practice,
920 Plain Bob (sixteen bobs and two singles). And 720 Violet (nine
bobs). W, Ormerod, x;Z]. Hardman. 2; A. A. Downing, 3; A.
Chew, 4; A. White, 5; Z. Lord (condictor), 6, And on Sunday
morning, March 16th, 720 Kent Treble Bob (nine bobs). W. Ormerod,
1; J. Hardman, 2; A. A. Downing, 3; A. Chew, 4; A. White, 5; Z.
Lord (conductor), 6. Alsoin the evening 720 Oxford Single (sixteen
bobs and two singles. W. Ormerod, 1; J. Hardman, 2; Z. Lord, 3;
A. A. Downing, 4; A. L. Hardman, 5; W. Smith (conductor), 6.

THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

STaNsTEAD. (Essex).—On Wednesday, March sth, for practice at
the church of St. Mary-the-Virgin, 720 Double Oxford Bob (eighteen
singles and three bobs) in 244 mins., composed by Mr. H. Prior, of

Stanstead. W. Cavill, 1; {T. J, Watts, 2; I. Hammond, 3; G.
Gray, 4; ]. Luckey, 5; W, Watts (conductor), 6. Also 720 Cam-
bridge Surprise (nine bobs) in 24 mins. T. J. Watts. 1; I. Hammond,
2; W. Watts, 3; G. Gray, 4; J. Luckey, 5; L. Cavill (conductor), 6.
This is the first 720 in the method by all the above and the first on
the bells. And on Sunday afternoon, March gth, for Divine Service,
360 Grandsire Minor. J. Cavill, 1; Isaac Hammond, 2; G. Gray, 3;
W. Watts, 4; J. Luckey, 5; I. Cavill (conductor), 6. Also on
Monday, March ™ 10th, 720 Plain Bob (twenty bobs and ten singles).
W. Cavill, 1; W. Watts, 2; G. Gray, 3; T. ]J. Watts, 4, J. Luckey,
5; I. Cavill (conductor), 6. And on Sunday morning, March 16th,
for Divine Service, 720 Grandsire Minor in 24 mins. T.]J. Watts, 1;
1. Hammond, 2; G. Gray, 3; J. Luckey, 4; W. Watts, 5; I. Cavill
{(conductor), 6. 1First 720 in the method with a bob belf. Tenor
13 cwt.

WORCESTERSHIRE AND ADJOINING DISTRICTS
ASSOCIATION.

CookLEY (Worcestershire).—Recently at St. Peter’s church a 720
of Canterbury Pleasure Minor, being the first 720 in the method on
the bells. W. Smith, 1; G. Salter, 2; T. Salter. 3; H. Smith, 4; J.
Crane, 5; H. Williams (conductor), 6. First 720 in the method by
all. And on Saturday, March 15th, 720 Double Stedman Slow Course
Minor in 25 mins., being the first in the method by all and the first
on the bells. W. Smith, 1; G. Salter, 2; T. Salter, 3; W. Wakeman,
4; H. Smith, 5; H. Williams (conductor), 6. This is the first 720 in
the method by the above Association.

WoLVERLEY (Worcestershire).—Recently at St. John's church 360
Canterbury Pleasure Minor. W. Perry (longest touch), 1; G. Salter,
2; W. Wakeman, 3; H. Smith, 4; G. Salter, 5; H. Williams (con-
ductor), 6. First in the method on the bells. And on handbells a 720,
Bob Minor (eighteen bobs and two singles). W. Perry (first 720), 1
H. Smith, 2 ; W. Wakeman, 3; T. Salter, 4; H. Williams (conductor),
5-6.

THE MIDLAND COUNTIES’' ASSOCIATION.

Long EartoN (Derbyshire).—On Saturday, March 1sth, at the
parish church of St. Laurence, 720 Kent Treble Bob Minor in 25
mins. S. Wesley (first 720 of Treble Bob), 1; J. Hickman, 2; R. T.
Parkins, 3; J. Ward, 4; H. W. Wilde (conductor), 5; S. Burton, 6,
Tenor 104 cwt. in Ap. S. Wesley hails from Lenton; Hickman and
Burton from Nottingham; Wilde and Parkins from Sandiacre; J.
Ward belongs to the local company.

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

WinLATON (Durham).—On Thursday, March' 13th, for practice at -
the parish church, 720 Canterbury Pleasure. *W. Lockey, 1; *].
Blake, 2 ; *]. Smith, 3; Z. Scott, 4; W. C. Bennett, 5; J. Pattison
(conductor), 6. *First 720 in the method.

THE SURREY ASSOCIATION.

STREATHAM (Surrey).—On Tuesday, March 1r1th, at the parish
church, for practice, 720 Oxford Treble Bob Minor. W. Shepherd,
1; D:Springall, 2; J. Fayers, 3; J. Hartley, 4; G. Pell, 5; S. Green-
wood (conductor), 6. This is the first in the method on the bells.
Also.two6-scores of Grandsire Doubles by the local band. It is hoped
before long to see them in the Minor methods. All are under the
instruction of Mr. Greenwood. Tenor 12 cwt.

THE HORNSEY GUILD.

HornsEY.—On Thursday, February 13th, at the parish church for
practice, 720 Canterbury Pleasure in 27 mins. E. King, 1; J.
Hannington (conductor), 2 ; W. Dixon, 3; A. Howell, 4; G. Griffin,
5; T. Titcherer, 6. And on Sunday, March gth, 720 Plain Bob., T.
Card (conductor), 1; ~———, 2, A, Howell, 3; J. Barry, 4; C.
Martin, 5; G. B. Lucas, 6. And 720 Oxford Treble Bob Minor
(fifteen bobs) in 26 mins. F. Carroway, 1; J. Hanonington (con-
ductor), 2 ; J. Barber, 3; A. Howell, 4; G. Griffin, 5; T. Scarlett, 6.
Also several 120's of Grandsire Doubles. H. Spencer, 1; T. Ring-
rose, 2; H. Stubbs, 3; E. Edridge. 4; T. Scarlett (conductor). 5; E.
King, 6. Tenor 17} cwt. :

THE ALL HALLOWS (TOTTENHAM) SOCIETY.

TorreENHAM (Middlesex).—On Sunday evening, March 16th, for
Divine Service at the parish church, a quarter-peal of Grandsire
Triples in 45 mins. J. T. Adams, 1; J. Puplett (first quarter-peal), 2 ;
T. C. .Grove, 3; G. B. Lucas, 4; W. Pye-English, 5; H. A. Barnett
(conductor), 6 ; J. Waghorn, 7; W. Martin, 8.

STOKE-ON-TRENT ARCHIDIACONAL ASSOCIATION.
BuckNALL.—~On Sunday evening, February 29th, for Divine Service
at the parish- church, 720 Oxford Bob. C. Rushton, 1; E. J. Wheel-
don, 2; J. Warren, 3;]J. Eyre, 4; G. Hobbs, 5; W. Twigg
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(conductor), 6. Also on Thursday evening, February 13th, for
ractice, 720 Grandsire Minor, standing as before, being the first 720
in the method by G. Hobbs. And on Sunday morning, March gth,
for Divine Service 720 of Oxford Bob (twenty bobs and ten singles);
and for evening service 720 in the same method (sixteen bobs and
fourteen singles). Also on Tuesday evening, March 11th, for practice,
720 Plain Bob. G. Hobbs, 1; E. J. Wheeldon, 2 ; J. Warren, 3; J.
Eyre, 4; *C. Rushton, 5; W. Twigg (conductor), 6. And on Thurs-
day evening, March 13th, 720 Grandsire Minor. C. Rushton, 1; G.
Hobbs, 5; the others as above. *First 720 with a bob bell.

THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

KenningHatL (Norfolk).—On Saturday, March 15th, at the parish
church, 1680 Bob Major, with the bells deeply muffled, as a last
tribute of respect to the late James Rudd, of Diss, Norfolk. J. Woods,
jua., 1; A. G. Williams, 2 ; G. Edwards, 3; H. Eagling, 4; 5] Woods,
sen.. 5; W. Ringer, 6; W. Oxer, 7; J. Mordey (conducor), 8. The
Rev, —, Pitt and F, Eagling also took part in a short touch. Mr.
Rudd took part in six peals at Kenninghall, 10,080 Bob Major, 7360
Oxford Treble Bob Major, 5120 Kent Treble Bob Major, 10,176 Oxford
Treble Bob Major, 5120 Oxford Treble Bob Major, another 5120 Oxford
Treble Bob Major. the last of which he rung the tenor and conducted
it. Our correspondent adds: “ I may state that it was Mr. Rudd’s
coming forward to take part in the 10,176 peal that it was rung, as one
of the band gave it up as he thought it could not be rung, so Mr.
Rudd undertook to come from Diss three times. The first time it was
a failure, the next time after ringing 8ooo the clapper flew out of the
tenor, and the third we rung a good peal. Not a word was spoken,
only the bobs called for six hours and a quarter, and Mr. Rudd was to
watch the part-ends to see that they were right. After the last bob he
shouted out * all right, very pleased with the peal.’”

.

BroMLEY (Kent)—On Sunday, March 15th, an attempt was made |

to ring Holt's Ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples, but failed after
ringing 2200 changes in 1 hr.and 25 mins. F. Sanders, 1; T. Durling,
2; E. Dunn, 3; H. P. Harman, 4; W. Fright, 5; A. Cockerill, 6;
F.E. Dawe, 7; H. G. Ffuin, 8. This peal was attempted to com-
memorate the birthday of H. P. Harman, the leader of the Bromley
band. Tenor 192 cwt. in F.

DunsTER (Somerset).—On Tuesday evening, March 18th, for
g;actice at the parish church, the local Guild, with the assistance of

r. J. Hunt, of Minehead, rang the first half of Holt’s ten-part peal of
Grandsire Triples in 1 hr. 33 mins. VJ Hunt, 1; A. Chilcott, 2; T.
Elliott, 3; J. Tudball, 4; R. Hole, 5; W. W. Thrush, 6 ; J. Grabham,
(conductor), 7; J. Payne, 8. This is the longest length by J. Hunt,
who has been ringing about eleven months.

GLoucEsTER.—Recently at St. Michael's church, for morning service,
a touch of Bob Major (560 changes). W.J. Sevier (conductor), 1;
F. E. Hart, 2; E. E. Bewick, 3; C. W. Jones, 4; D. J. Aston,’5; S.
E. Romans. 6; W. Brundson, 7; A. Roberts, 8.

HerMsHORE.—~On Monday, March 17th, at the parish church, 2520
Grandsire Triples in 1 hr. 35 mins. O. Eastwood, 1; J. Wolsten-
holme, 2; A. Stiff, 3; E. Pickup, 4; H, Stiff, 5; R. B. Howarth, 6;

. H. Banks (cenductor), 7; W. Stiff, 8. Longest touch by all except

. Wolstenholme.

+ . HENDON (Middlesex).—On Sunday evening, February 23rd, for
Dlvine Service at the parish church, 720 Bob Minor. H. Martin, 1;
B. C. Pratchett, 2; C. Tucker, 3; C. Martin (conductor), 4; F.
Ptatt.,?: T. Card, 6. And on Wednesday, March 12th, for practice,
420 College Single Minor. H. Martin, 1; F. Pratt, 2 ; C. Pratchett,
;r; F. Carroway, 4; C. Martin (first in the method as conductor), 5;

.Card, 6. Also on Sunday morping, March 16th, for Divine Ser-
vice, 720 Bob Minor in 254 mins. H. Martin, 1; B. C. Pratchett, 2;
€. Tucker, 3; F. Pratt, 4; C. Martin (conductor), 5; C. Crampton,
6. And in the evening, 240 Grandsire Doubles. C. Martin, 1; C.
Crampton, 2; F. Pratt, 3; J. Barrett, 4; J. Edmonds, 5; F. Kirby, 6.
Also 720 College Single Minor (eight bobs and ten singles).  H.
Martin, 1; F. Pratt, 2; B. C. Pratchett, 3; T. Card (composer and
conductor), 4; F. Carroway, 5; C. Crampton, 6.

MossLEy (Lancashite).—On Tuesday, March 11th, at St. George's
church, the local company rang 1760 Kent Treble'Bob Major in 1 hr.
s mins. *R. Taylor, 1; F. Rhodes, 2; J. Greaves, 3; H. Mayall, 4;
L.Holden (conductor), 5; *W. Bently, 6; S. Cooper, 7; T. B.

icken, 8. *Longest touch.

NewrorT {Monmouthshire)—On Sunday, March 16th, before after-
poon Service at the parish church of St. Woollos, a 720 Grandsire
Minor (thirty eight bobs and twenty-two singles), in 28 mins, The

above, which has a call every treble lead, was the first 720 of
" Grandsire Minor that the members of the St. Woollos Guild have
. ¢éver'accomplished. H. Rogers, 1; H. Millard, 2; F. B. Stone, 3;

J. N. Wreford, 4; F. Atwell, 5; J. H, Trowbridge (conductor). 6.
Tenor 16 cwt.

RamsBorToM (Lancashire)—On Sunday evening, March gth, for
Divine Service at St. Paul's church, a 720 of Plain Bob Minor,
(eighteen bobs and two singles), in 26 mins. J. Smith, 1; J. Wolsten-
holme, z; A. Clegg, 3; J. T. Rostron, 4; J. W. Laycock, 5; H. H.
Nutter (conductor), 6.

Reaping (Berks).—On Sunday, March 16th, for Divine Service in
the evening at St. Lawrence Church, a touch of 1025 Grandsire
Caters was rung by the undermentioned in 44 mins. C. Foxel, 1;
W. Holloway, 2; E. Reeves, 3; A. P. Goddard, 4; W, Johnson, 5;
H. Egby, 6; T. Blackbourn, 7; W. ]J. Williams (conductor), 8;
W. Newell, g; W. Greenleaf, 10. Messrs. Blackbourn, Goddard, and
Greenleaf belong to Salisbury, the rest are local men.

TreDINGTON (Gloucestershire).—On Sunday morning, March oth,
for Divine Service at the parish church, three 6-scores Bob Doubles, .
three 6-scores Antelope Doubles, and 6-score of Grandsire Doubles.
And for Divine Service in the afternoon, three 6-scores Bob Doubles,
three 6-scores St. Dunstan’s Doubles, two 6-scores Grandsire and
6-scores of Dream Doubles. W. Taylor, 1; W. James, 2; F.Smith, 3;
W. Russell, 4 ; C. W. Dyson (conductor), 5, The above was rung as
farewell touches to F. Smith, who is leaving the parish and makes 259
6-scores rung this year.

WALDRON (Sussex).—On Sunday, March 16th, at the parish church,
for Divine Service in the morning, a quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples
(1260 changes), in 45 mins. *W. Hobbs, 1; H. Rann, 2; *C. Jennings,
3: G. Ades, 4; J. Beal, 5; J. Burgess, 6; B. Hobbs (conductor), 7;
E. Unsted, 8. *First quarter peal.

G orrespondence,

While allowing the utmost freedom for the expression of opinion, it must never be cone
stdered that we are in any way bound to statements made by corrvespondents.

To the Editor of " THE BELL NEWS AND RINGERS' RECORD."

THE ATTEMPT FOR LoNGg PEAL AT St. MicHAEL's, CORNHILL.

Sir,—I cannot let the accusations against the band that took part
in this unfortunate attempt pass without a word. Your correspondent
does not inform the Exercise that when we were five eourses from
home, he gasped ** How much more, Mr. Pettit?" the reply was
* Four courses;” we had five to ring with home course. Your correspon-
dent does not state that he rang the 10th and ought to have made the bob
and failed to do so, hence the break down, and when we stopped he
almost fell off the box. Yet he did his utmost to save the peal, every-
body was wrong bar one, that one being himself. A few words did
take place with five or six, which parted all right. The attack on our
esteemed conductor who rang without a2 mistake is unjustifiable. The
accusations against the rest of the band are a fabrication of falsehoods,

152, Bevesford Siveet, Walworth. Epwin Gisss,

Sir,—I really cannot see what good can come from a discussion of
the above question in the colums of '*TuE BeLL News.” I think
the space used might be put to a better purpose. However, Mr.
Newman wrote a letter last week in which he states that he hears I
have tried to settle the blame on his shoulders for losing the above
peal ; I will say at once that I do not blame anyone, because I believe

.that the whole of the band were most anxious to ring the peal, or we

should not have rung so long as we did, and I think it a bit of hard
luck for us all that we did not complete our task. Still, I think if this
question of how we got out must be talked about, or if it is neccessary
to write about it, the truth should be told. This I am sure Mr. New-
man has not done, and that must be my excuse for asking you to
permit me to state how the peal came to grief. The first trip took place
with the two bells dodging in 4-5, this is admitted by the ringers of
those bells—it occurred at a most unfortunate time, being just when
the 1oth and the 11th were called to make the bobs to bring the bells

round. Mr. Newman, who was ringing the 1oth, did not appear for

the moment to realize that he had to make the first bob, and more

than one called out—* Make it, roth.” Then followed an argument
with the 1oth and rith about the dodging; these mistakes occurring
almost at the same time seemed to-drive us all of a heap, and although

we had a struggle we could not get out of the muddle. Mr. Newman

knows this is my version of the affair, for I told him so one night when

we were going home together a few weeks ago. There is another
mistake in Mr. Newman's letter I will mention: he says * the 2nd

wanted to go slow instead of quick.”” Now the fact is Mr. Springall,

who was ringing the 2nd, said to me **Iam a quick bell ; "* I answered :

“Yes.” Withregard to the charge he makes against.me of not leaving

the slow work properly, that I deny, and look upon it as a bit of retal- -
iation on his part. James PrrTIT.
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THE HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Monday, March ryth, an adjourned committee meeting of
this Guild was held in the College Hall, Hereford, when the
report for 1889 was presented by the honorary secretary. There
were present :—The Revs. Canon Musgrave (Chairman), G. M.
Custance, Colwall (Hon. Sec.), Hon. W. P. S. Stanhope (Holme
Lacy), and A. C. Lee (Lugwardine); and Messrs. T. Phillips
(Foy), J. Davis (Cathedral), and ]. Davis (All Saints, Hereford),
the head ringers of those towers, and Mr. W. H. Hebb (Ross)
honorary treasurer.

It was proposed and carried, that Mr. J. G. Buchanan (Clun),
and Mr. Wall (Ross) be elected representatives of the Guild on
the National Central Council of Change Ringers.

A resolution was passed asking the Bishop of the Diocese to
kindly impress upon the clergy the importance of paying greater
attention to their respective bells, belfries, and ringers.

About £5 or £6 was generously made up by the members pre-
sent towards the deficiency of over £20 in the financial state-
ment of accounts. It was resolved to increase the probationary
subscriptions to 2s. 6d. in the future, and the hon. membership to
10s. a year. This was adopted after much discussion, and the
want of more support in many parishes was commented upon.

The annual festival this year, it was hoped, would be held in
Hereford Cathedral.

It was thought advisable to form the diocese into districts, one
of which would be a Shropshire division, with its local officers.

Extra subscriptions and donations were duly acknowledged
from Lady Henry Somerset, Mrs. T. Evans, Lord Boyne, Mr.
W. Henry Barneby, and others, towards paying off the Guild’s
debt.

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

LiverrooL DiocEsaN BrancH.—The usual ringing meeting
of this branch was held at the parish church, Prescot. About
twenty ringers were present from Liverpool, St. Helen’s, Huyton,
Walton, and Southport, including the local company. The
Rev. H. Mitchell (vicar), presided, and the curate, the Rev. —.
Jackson, was also present.

The rev. chairman addressed the meeting, briefly giving the
Association a hearty welcome to his tower, and stating the very
.great pleasure it gave him to preside. It was the first of the kind
he had attended, as there was no peal of bells at his previous
incumbency. 'He asked the Secretary for a copy of the rules,
and said if he found them satisfactory, he should ask the
captain of his ringers to propose him either as Life Member or
Honorary one at the next meeting.

It was proposed by R. Hill and seconded by J]. Aspinwall,
that the best thanks of this meeting be given to the vicar for
presiding, and for the use of the bells, which was carried with
acclamation.

The bells were kept going during the afternoon and evening
till 8.30, the methods rung being Bob Major, Bob Triples, and
Grandsire Triples. A 720 of Bob Minor was rung at Huyton
on the return journey home. .

WHO IS THE YOUNGEST RINGER?

J. B.” asks the following i—

“1 should feel obliged if you or any of your readers would
kindly inform me through the medium of *TuE BELL News”
who 1s the youngest known change-ringer on tower bells. We
have a member of our society who at the age of eleven years
rung a 6-score of Doubles, and a few weeks of his twelfth birth-
day, viz., on January 5th, 1890, succeeded in ringing a 720 of
Grandsire Minor, which performance he repeated on the
2nd inst.” '

-
v

Braprorp Parisi CHURCH.—In future all communications

to this company should be addressed to Mr. B. F. Lams, 161,
Caledonia Street, Bradford.

THE LIVERPOOL DIOCESAN GUILD.

Ox~ Saturday, March 15th, a meeting of the above Guild was
held at Ormskirk, at which over forty ringers were present from
the following places, viz., Aughton, Crossens, Croston, Hindley, .
Sefton, Southport, etc., also the Rev. ]J. E. Woodrow (vicar of
Ormskirk), the Rev. W. T. Bulpit (vicar of Crossens), and Mr.
W. L. Hutton (churchwarden of Christ Church, Aughton), were
present at the meeting which was held in the vestry of the
parish church, at which the vicar of Ormskirk presided.

The Chairman having read over the rules, which were agreed
to, heartily welcomed the ringers, and regretted that he had to
leave them early, and would gladly become an honorary
member of the Guild.

The Rev. W. T. Bulpit then took the chair, and said he was
very glad to see a short time ago some valuable and interesting
articles in the Ormskirk Advertiser on the art of bell-ringing, and
he hoped that the journal would still take notice of the doings
of their Guild and give all the bell news it could. What they
wanted was that the clergy should take more interest in ringing
and the ringers, for it would tend, as they met man and man
together, to create a better and more kindly feeling of sympathy
one with the other; he hoped therefore they would be able to
get a goodly number of honorary members of their Guild.
They wanted also the churchwardens to join them as well as
the clergy, and so be interested in their work.

Mr, Hutton rose to make a few remarks to those present. As
the chairman had said he had taken a great interest in church
work for a great number of years, and particularly in the welfare
of those- associated with church work, such as choirs, bell-
ringers, and so on. It was with pleasure he received an
invitation to attend their meeting eighteen months ago from Mr.
Martin, of Sefton, who took a very great interest in the art of
ringing, for he looked upon the ringers attached to the church
in the same light as the choir, their part of the work was
equally as important, and he hoped® they did all for the
glory of God. There was no doubt the aim of their Guild
was the retormation of their belfries, and they wanted it when
they read of the state of their belfries of one hundred and fifty
years ago and even later than that. He thanked them for
ele&ing him as Life Member of the Guild, and he promised to
do all he could, through the press or otherwise, to help forward
the objeéts of the Guild. He had a letter from Mr. Martin
stating that had he been able to attend on that occasion, he
intended to bring forward a subject which there was no doubt
was of very great importance, and that was the formation of a
provident society which would tend to unite more closely the
various bands of ringers in the diocese, and would be of incal-
culable benefit to all concerned.

The Chairman quite agreed with the suggestion, and said it
would no doubt meet with the consideration it deserved, and
said he never thought he should have been drawn in to love the
art of ringing so much. That it was an art was evident, for eye,
ear, hand, and brain had to go together, thus educating the
man and showing what talents and ability he possessed. The
following members were ele¢ted on the committee, viz., Messrs.
J. Prescott, G. Prescott, N. Spencer, J. W. Rimmer, ]. Ash-
croft, R. Holmes; also one Life Member, two Honorary
Members, and twenty-one Performing Members were elected as
members of the Guild, after which a hearty vote of thanks to the
vicar of Ormskirk for presiding and for the use of the vestry and
bells, and to the rector of Aughton for the use of Christ Church
bells brought a very pleasant and successful meeting to a close.

During the course of the afternoon and evening several
excellent and well-struck touches of Grandsire Triples, Bob
Major and Kent Treble Bob Major was rung on the bells of
Ormskirk parish church and Christ Church, Aughton, the
excellent go of the bells at both places giving great satisfaction
to all the ringers present.

ALLENSMORE, HEREFORDSHIRE.

The bells of Allensmore are about to be rehung and the
broken tenor recast by Messrs. J. Barwell & Sons, of Birmingham.
Mrs. Patshall, a resident of the %parish, has generously under-
taken to pay for the work (about £150). The peal is one of six
bells, bi, Rudhalls of Gloucester, 1722, and for many years have
been silent. :
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The charge for the insertion of notices in this page is
One *Penny per line (seven words may be reckoned to
a line). Repetitions at half that rate. Notices should
come to hand not later than Wednesday morning.

The Leeds and District Amalgamated
Society.—The next monthly ringing meeting
will be held at Bramley, on Saturday, March
29th. Ringing from 3 p.m. Business meeting
for the election of officers at 6 p.m., at the
Cardigan Arms, Town Street.

H. W. NeepuaM, Hon. Sec.

The Ashton-under-Lyne Society.—The
Ashton-under-Lyne parish church bells will
be opened on Easter Monday. All ringers who
purpose attending will kindly send in their
names to the undersigned not later than April
2nd, so that dinner (free) may be provided for
them. Bells (12) open from 9 a.m.; dinner at
2 p.m, Joun Hopwoon.

25, Egerton Street, Ashton-under-Lyne.

The Midland Counties’ Association.—
Leicester District.-The first monthly meeting
will be held at St. Margaret’s church on Satur-

day, April 1z2th. The belfry will be open for’

ringing at 4 o'clock.
W. A. CLavToN, Local Hon. Sec.

Surrey Association..——A Quarterly Meeting
of this Association will be held at Streatham
on Easter Monday. Permission has been given
to ring at the parish church and at Immanuel
church. Teaat the schoolroom (Mitcham-road)
at 6 p.m., followed by meeting, at which the
Rev. G. M. Drought will preside. All those
who wish to be present at the tea, must please
send word to Mr. S. Greenwood, 128 Sunny
Hill Road, Streatham, by Thursday, 3rd April.

ARTHUR B. CARPENTER, Hon. Sec.

Rawmarsh, Yorkshire.—A meeting of
Ringers will take place at Rawmarsh,
on Easter Monday, April 7th, to celebrate the
unveiling of a Peal Tablet. The bells of the
parish church will be open for ringing from
9.0a.m. to 6 p.m,, also the belis of the parish
church of Rotherham. Dioner will be pro-
vided at 2s. per member at 2 pm. All
ringing friends wishing to attend must let me

- know not later than Wednesday. April 2nd.

TuoMas WHITWORTH,
4, Pottery Street, Rawmarsh, Yorkshire.

. East Derbyshire Association.—The Annual
.+ Meeting of this Association will be held in the

Church School, Clay Cross, on Easter Mon-
day, April {th. Service in church at 2.30 p.m.
Tea on tablesat 4.30. Meeting after tea. Bells
open for ringing from 9.30 a.m.

Jno. Jas. Cooxk, Hon. Sec.

Sussex County Association.— A District
Meeting will be held at Chichester on Easter
Monday, details of arrangements will be pub-
lished next week. Notices of business to be
brought forward and names of members for
groposal should be sent to the Hon. Sec. four

ays prior to the meeting.
Geo. F. ATTREE, Hon. Sec.
Jas. E. WorsELL, Asst. Hon. Sec.

Worcestershire and adjoining Districts
Association.—The Annual Meeting of this
Association will be held in the Chapter-Honse
-of Worcester Cathedral on Easter Monday,
April 7th, at 2.0 p.m. The Rev. Canon Tlaugh-
ton, M.A., will preside. The Committee will
meet at 1.15 p.m. prompt, to consider the alter-
ations of rules, etc. Jouw SmitH, Hon. Sec.

Bedfordshire Association.—The Annual
Meeting will be held at Bedford on Easter
Monday, April yth. Tea and Meeting at All
Hallows' Mission Room at 3.0 p.m. Special
service at St. Paul’s church at 5.0 p.m.

Cuas. HERBERT, Hon. Sec.

Old East Derbyshire Association.—The
General Meeting will be held at Eckington on
Easter Monday, April 7th. The bells of the
parish church will be open for ringing from
9.0a.m. to 8.op.m. Dioner at “ White Hart ”
mn at 1.30. Meeting in the club-room after
dinner. ©, EbpwiN James, Hon. Sec.

Hertfordshire Association.—Annual Meet-
ing at Hertford on Kaster Monday. The
towers of St. Andrew's and All Saints’ churches
will be open in the moruing at ¢.30 and again
at 3.30. Service at St Andrew’'sat1245pm,
with an address ‘by Canon Wigram. Diuner
at the Coffee Tavern at 1 30 (price to m~mbers
1s. od., and to visitors 2s. 3d. each) followed
by the business meeting. All change-ringers
attending will be welcomed. Cheap tickets
will be issued to members travelling by the
Great Northern Line on producing at the
booking office the receipts for the current sub.
scription. All intending to be present at the
dinner are particularly requested to so inform
me not later than Wednesday, April 2nd, and
members will kindly say from what stations
they propose to travel. E. P. DEBENHAM,

St. Albans, March 25. Hon. Sec.

Society for the Archdeaconry of Stafford.
—The next meeting will be held at Stafford on
Easter Monday. Members assemble at St.
Mary's church at 2.0 p.m. Tea at 6 p.m.

J. R. KEBLE, Hon. Sec.

Midland Counties’ Association.—The 8th
Annual Meeting. will be held at Derby on Eas-
ter Monday, April 7th: The usual towers will
be open for ringing from 10.0 a.m. Committee
meeting in St. Andrew’s parish room at four
o'clock. Tea, and General Meeting to pass
Treasurer’'s accounts and election of officers for
1890-9r1, in St. Andrew’s Schools at 5 o’clock.

Josepra GRIFFIN, Hon. Sec.

Oxford Diocesan Guild.—A friendly ringing
meeting will be held at Farnham Royal on
Easter Monday, when the local company will
be pleased to welcome any friends who should
pay them a visit.

Compositions,

e

All compositions sent for insertion must be accom-
panied by a fee of Sixpence. 1t proof of a touch or peal
is desired, One Shilting must accompany such request.

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE CATERS.
By SAMUEL ATKINS, Willenhall, Staffordsaire.

5184.
75293846 1
46738295 3
89475623 4
23856479 3
94275638 2
38956274 3
167394825 4
*25648397 3

24536 Partend.

Five times repeated with the following
exceptions : a single must be substituted for
the bob marked * in the third, fifth, and sixth
parts; and the same alteration with regard to
the bob marked 4 in the sixth part. The
whole then repeated completes the peal.

A PEAL OF UNION TRIPLES.
By JouN CARTER, Birmingham.

' 5040.
234567
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467253
375264 $234567

This peal is in one part, and contains 106
bobs and 2 singles, and is the shortest number
of calls with only 2 singles, and is on the same"
plan as Holt's one-part Grandsire Triples.

AWADNDNNUVWPAPUNMIOUNEUNM AW TITUVUATIRCUNBRWRNDA NAEAJWwnhS
NNBABED OOORN RN RNWNEERNPWWWRNNERNNOOOWUNUN OIS N NW
WU ANNUNWAUNTONAUN OWNUVN O AR WUNRAWRNDS NATWUL S O R
QOO NAEAUVMW ONMNINTIWUBE QAONVWNI RN NBRWUNNI NN~ Qth D
N OORNRNWWWITONRNUMBERINNUNILIN ODODLILIVINI OV DN O
NN WWWNNINNSSPSLE OIS OO T WWININN OVWWwd Wiy
WHUUVHNWME=EUNU AN RPNV RE A RN NN M MW
RUuimUii i Wl sHiwnnudwunuy M N paWNU D Ha H
HEHNRAE RWU B RN UGW RN B G RBRE DR RWOUL N

A DATE TOUCH OF GRANDSIRE
TRIPLES.

By THE EDITOR.
18go.
234567
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Twice repeated.

Contains the twelve 4-6's, and the twenty-four
6-7's, all the right way.

_——__’____
ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

E. W.—The quarter-peals you allude to have
appeared. We cannot republish them.

Boe.—The in and out of the courses is the
same as Grandsire.

A.H.—Your two peals.of Caters are in type,
and will appear next week.
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ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH, MOSSLEY.

Special Sermons for Bellringers.— On Sunday, March
16th, at the above parish church, the offertories were on behalf
of the bellringers’ fund. The preacher at the morning service
was the Rev.J. Hind Farmer, curate of Millbrook. At the
evening service the pulpit was occupied by the vicar, the Rev.
A. Hall, M.A., who prefaced his sermon by remarking that he
desired to remind the congregation that the offertories that day
were to be handed over to the bellringers. It was customary to
pay an annual sum of £z for each bell, which would £16 for
their church, and as the ordinary funds of the church were not
available for such an object, he hoped the amount required
would be made up that evening. The people of Mossley had
long desired to have bells, and they thought it was only right
that they should have the opportunity of showing their apprecia-
tion of the services of the ringers who gave them the music they
had so much desired. The anthem was “ O praise God in his
holiness.” The solos “ Praise him on the C5'mbals,” and
“ Praise him in the sound of the trumpet,” were ably rendered
by Miss Holden and Mr. Robert Wright. The collections
amounted to the sum of £iz 12s.

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS.

On Saturday, March 15th, Messrs. J. J. Brierley, J. Radcliffe,
and J. Wood (Saddleworth), with Messrs. J. Holden, and
Dicken, from Mossley, at the invitation of Mr. James Sellars,
“ Bull’'s Head ” inn, journeyed to Glossop, and rang a peal with
Messrs. Pye, Sellars, and Maloney, of Glossop, to commemorate
the birthdays of Messrs. Pye, Sellars, and Holden. It was
intended to have been a week sooner, but circumstances over

News and Ringers* Record.

which the party had no control prevented them meeting at
week sooner. After the peal, the ringers, with other ringers and
friends were treated by Mr. Sellars to a iirst-class supper, which
all greatly enjoyed. A very pleasant evening was spent, the
health of Messrs. Sellars, Pye, and Holden being heartily drunk,
and many a suggestion thrown out about making the meeting an
annual one, one noted ringer going so far as to wish the gentle-
mea might have two birthdays in one year. “ Success to the
various Associations,” to ringing generally, to “ T he Bell
News,” “ Absent Friends,” and thanks to Mr. Sellars for his
hospitality, to the vicar, churchwardens and ringers, brought to
a close one of the pleasantest amongst the many pleasant
meetings of ringers.

New Bell Catalogue.— Messrs. Llewellins and James,
Bellfounders, of Bristol, have just issued their Illustrated Bell
Catalogue (No. 4) of Church, Mission, and other bells. The
work is quarto size, and exceedingly well got up, being printed
in red and black, and illustrated with bells in various positions.
The Catalogue contains “ Rules for arranging Rings of Bells”
of any number and weight; method of hanging bells in tower;
specimen of turret bells; chiming apparatus, etc. etc., to which
are added a list of places where Messrs. Llewellins and James
have erected bells, and a numerous array of testimonials they
have received from those employing them.

The Unemployed in East London.—At a time when much thought is being
given to this matter, a practical suggestion may be of service. Last year more than
£300,000 worth of foreign matches were purchased by inconsiderate consumers in
this country, to the greatinjury of our own working people, so trueis it that " evil is
wrought by want of thought, as well as want of heart.” If all consumers would pur-
chase Bryant and May’s matches, that firm would be enabled te pay £1000 a week
more in wages.

WILLIAM BLEWS8 & SONS,

BE

C

WITH

LL FOUNDERS,

BIBMINGHAM .

HURCH BELLS

FITTINGS & FRAMES. BELLS ADDED
TO EXISTING PEALS.

OLD BELLS RECAST.
BELLS REHUNG ON THE MOST APPROVED PRINCIPLES.

FOUNDERS OF

Clyst S. George’s Rectory,
Topsham, Devon, for the
Rev. H. T. Ellacombe

St. Peter’s, Leamington

RlIpponden

Tass, N. S.W.
Middlesmoor

Birmingham

m m1l fian& b itt af aiil

Bishop Ryder’s Church,

Llangefni, N. W.

PEALS AT

Woodbury
Trowbridge
Llanfrechfa

St. Anne’s, Blackburn
Accrington, etc., etc.

nmkx, giatfltik antrCI*"0 Talk.

CLOCK BELLS. BELLS RETDNED. Estimates on application.
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