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People News Inspirations

The call is now out for volunteers to

ring for peace on Armistice Day 2018

SasieLunt
NEWsENIDDSEr WAL, ik
C1243 Badis?

A campaign that links past,
present and tuture is not only
helping keep a traditional
British art alive, but is also
a poignant tribuie to the
terrible losses of life of a
century ago,

Tomark the final year of the
Flrst World War centenary
commemorations, ‘Ringing
Remembers’ is recruiting
new bellringers in honour
of people dying in the First
World War.

On Nevember 11, church
bells will ring cut in unison
from churches and cathedrals
in villages, towns and citles
aeross the country - an echo
of the spontaneous ringing
of bells a century before io
celebrate the Armistive.

Jason Crouch, a ringer at
5t John the Baptists chureh,
Westbourne, said: "This year
will be the eentenary of the
end of World War [, Many bell
ringers joined the war effort
and more than 50 Sossex
ringers lost their lives”

Just after the war, the
Ceniral Council of Church Bell
Ringers wroteto all bell towers
to compile a roll of honour
and reported vooo ringers
lost to the war. A century on,
this list has been reviewed,
leading to the discovery that
an additional 400 bell ringers
died in service,

Jason said: “In total, 1,400
bell rinpers lost their lives: a
loss to them, their Emilies
and to communities,

‘Compared with the rest

mmﬁmgmuaummnmmmwmﬂn.

of the county, the Chichester
ares lost fewer ringers in
the carnage of war. Those
that fell locally have hesn
remembered in their towers
and in the ringing world.”

Ringers include A
Blackman, from Arundel
lower, FWJ from
Billingshurst tower, J& .IEI".FIE
from Heene, IDaughl:r{l
Pulborough and WH Hollman,
also from Pulboreugh, among
others.

Juson said: “In memovy
of the 1400 bellringers

throughout  the  whole

-epuntry who died in the First

Waorld War, a new natinnal
campaign was lasunched on
Remembrance Sunday 2017 to
recruit 1.400 new bell ringers
to. participate ln the 2m8

centenary
He sajd: * :E; g i5a [.'-Hﬂ"ﬂi]l

to all of us and an oppa
for everyone - a chance T.i:l
make the wonderful, ancient
tradition of bell ringing open
toall.

“loin  the project and
become @ bell ringer today in

higideascompany.org

memory of the 1.400 who lost
their lives."

The 'Ringing Remembers’
campaign & mun by the
Department of Communities
and Local Government in
collsboration with the Big
Ideas Commumity Interest
Company and the Ceniral
Councill of Church Bell
nge’ rs, To fnd oul more,
read about the Sussex County
Association of Change Ringers
al www.scarr.org or Write
to ringingremembersa

Thee evocative sound of
change ringing hasbasna
S
scapasinge century,
Jason Crouch, a ringerat St
Jﬂhnﬂ‘tﬂﬂapdst‘s church;
Westbourne, sald peals of
bells have been used since
thento raise the alarm, for
solemiilty, as a.call to wor-
shipand for celabirations.
Jasonsaid: “When the balis
rang guston Mevembar 1,
1918, they announced the
ﬂﬁdﬂf the most catastrophic
war thaworld had yet seen.
“At the time, bells wers

at tha heart of the com-
munity, marking eventsof
great significance and com-
municating to people long
before madarn technology
monnected Us.

“Baliringing hasalways

had a much wider function

thanitsroleinthe church,

butmostofustoday ara

not aware of its broad and
Inclisive service.”
Inanutshell, bell Hnaing
creates music by altering the
orderinwhichballs sound. A
vary-low-cost laam activity,
itis for people of all agesand
walks of fife.

Jason sajd: "Although same
ringars aremembars ofthe
churchwheare they ringthe
bells, ringers.can ba of any
faithar none; Many consider
ringing to ba their contribu-
tion to church life; othersda
itfor pura pleasursand the
company itbrings,
‘Bellringing s an excellant

‘way Lo keep both mind and

‘body fitand active. Ringers
arapart of an inclusive and
estansive community-at
their losal towar, Within the
county, aerassthe UK and
aveninternationally."
Thareareopporiunities

- across West Sussex: "Eaoh

Tower has its own
m@tnndthahanﬁvﬂﬂhﬂp
you progress from boglrmur'
alltheway through to more

advancedlovels.”

Jasonsaid the best way
togetinto bellringingisto

‘contact the Sussex County

Assocition of Change Ring-
ars(SCACR),
*There will be-an opportinity
foryouto have s goundar
supervision and talk to the
lower captain and other
ringers; Asyoumasten each
stap, you will prograss
through basic ball-handiing
o your-own, thenringing
rounds with other balls, calk
changes, hunting'and then
basicmethiods,

"Everyons iswelcome -
theresno upparaga limit.
With regular practice and
the occasional training
course, very cheap, _w.lwill

soonba ringing for services,

weddings and othar spacial

agingthe mﬂcuhuﬂ.ﬂf new
ringsrs andhelping share
yourknowledge and enthu-
slasmwith them."

-Seahw.ammmurmuil
Sacretary@SCACR.org.
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