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The announcement of the first Bellringer Proficiency Badge was made in May 1959. The two round badges were introduced and were available 
until 1967. At the same time the Senior Bellringer Proficiency Badge was introduced for Senior Scouts or Scouts over 15. This was the square 
maroon badge with the words 'Boy Scouts' from 1959 - 1964. It was then replaced with the square maroon badge with the words 'Senior 
Scouts'. This was available until 1967.  
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As Scouting celebrated its 60th anniversary in 1967 major changes were made to the uniform and badges. New green diamond shaped 
proficiency badges were introduced, and the requirements for earning them were revised. 
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1967-1971 

 

* 
1971 - 1981 

 

* 
1981 - 1991 

 

* 
Another version of unknown 

date with different fleur de lys 

 

 

 
 

Policy, Organisation and Rules of the Scout Movement  
1968, 1971 and 1973   

 

 

   
 

Policy, Organisation and Rules of the Scout Movement  
1974, 1976, 1980, 1982 and 1984   

 

In 1974 the badge was reclassified from 'Interest' to 
'Pursuit' and the possibility of handbell ringing was re-
introduced: 
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In 1985 the requirements for the award of the Bellringer badge were rewritten, with handbell ringing a more prominent option. 
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In 1999 the Bellringer Badge was withdrawn as a 
separate badge. Instead bell ringing could be offered as 
one way of earning the Musician Activity Badge, with 
options available for ringing on tower bells, handbells 
and even on a carillon. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
  

 

   

 

BOY SCOUT BADGES  (continued) 



 

Two other badges are known other than the mainstream ones above: 

 

* 

Left is the Bell Ringer Merit Badge awarded by the Catholic Boy Scouts of Ireland and 
right is the Bell Ringer badge awarded by the Baden-Powell Scouts Association, which 
split from the Scout Association in 1970 

 

 

 
Bells feature on a number of the badges issued by the Boy Scouts of America. Some examples are shown below, but none of these has any 
connection with bell ringing. 
 

   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


