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PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE

Sunday 3rd

5K Run around Ipswich
Service ringing at local towers.
Ringing 2030 Q&A at St Clement’s
Development Sessions at Ipswich Towers

Saturday 2nd

Welcome Desk at The Hold
Workgroup reception
The Ringing World AGM
Lunch
The Central Council Annual Meeting
Social Event inc Beer & Cider tasting at St Peter’s

Friday 1st

Ringing Development sessions at local towers.
Welcome Desk at St Mary le Tower
Open Ringing at St Mary le Tower (12)
The Halberd Inn social (including buffet)

2 3

CONTENTS
  Page(s)

Programme at a Glance ............................................................. 2

Welcome to Ipswich 2023 .......................................................... 5

Friday 1st September Events .................................................... 7

Saturday 2nd September Events .............................................. 9
 Ringing World AGM
 CCCBR Annual Meeting

Sunday 3rd September Events  .............................................. 13

Food & Drink ............................................................................... 8

Parking (Saturday) .................................................................... 18

Maps & Plans
 Ipswich Town Centre .....................................................10-11
 The Hold ............................................................................. 19

MAIN MEETING VENUE
The Hold (Suffolk Archives), 131 Fore St, Ipswich IP4 1LN

WELCOME DESK LOCATIONS
Friday  St Mary le Tower church entrance

Saturday The Hold - The Street - Garden Entrance



The 2024 ART Awards
£2000 PRIZE POT
OPEN TO EVERYONE

Awards for youth groups, recruitment &
retention, leadership, promotion of ringing
and band/cluster of the year

Nominations close
31 December 2023
For more details visit
bellringing.org/art-awards

WELCOME TO IPSWICH 2023
On behalf of the team who have arranged the 

annual meeting weekend of the Central 
Council, welcome to Ipswich 2023.  Building on 
the success of recent ‘in person’ events a full 
schedule has been put together by members of 
the Central Council and the Suffolk Guild of 
Ringers.

We are especially pleased to be in Ipswich 
during the centenary year of the Suffolk Guild of 
Ringers and congratulate them on reaching this 
milestone in their history.  Again, it is important to say that the 
programme is open to all ringers and I hope we will meet with many, not 
just from Suffolk but the adjoining Guilds and Associations.  There is still 
much on offer, although some notable differences to our visit to 
Nottingham in 2022.

Commencing on Friday, 1st September, with ringing development 
sessions at a series of towers near Ipswich.  In the evening there is open 
ringing at St Mary le Tower in the centre of Ipswich, followed by an 
opportunity to socialise and meet up with friends whether old or new.

On Saturday, 2nd September, we start with an opportunity to meet and 
chat over coffee with members of the Central Council, plus its Executive 
and workgroup leads.  In addition, it is hoped the Editor and members of 
the board of The Ringing World will be present.

Afterwards there is the annual meeting of The Ringing World, following 
this the Central Council will have their meeting.  This is when ringers can 
come along to find out what is happening now; in addition hear our plans 
going forward.  More importantly you will be able to find out how you can 
contribute to the future of ringing.  In the evening there is another event 
to allow socialising and catching up with friends.

For those keen and up early on the Sunday, there is a 5K run around 
the historic centre of Ipswich, followed by ringing at local churches for 
Service.  In the morning there is a presentation on the Ringing 2030 
project, and in the afternoon there are a series of development sessions.

As you can see there is a lot on offer and we hope that you enjoy your 
visit to Ipswich.  Of course, the success of the weekend is due to the hard 
work put in over the last few months by a dedicated group of volunteers 
all of whom deserve our thanks.  Members of the Executive of the 
Central Council and leaders of the various workgroups will be present at 
events over the whole weekend.  I am sure that they be looking forward 
to meeting and chatting with as many people as possible.

David Kirkcaldy
Deputy President, Central Council 

Chair of the Ipswich 2023 Organising Committee
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Big Wilf’s
Bell Muffles
We are the biggest supplier of church bell muffles

with muffles at over 1400 churches

All muffles made bespoke to fit their clappers, with
our own complimentary embroidered muffle bag.

Muffles are easy to fit and remove.
sales@bigwilfsbellmuffles.co.uk 07946 605 963

www.bigwilfsbellmuffles.co.uk

bb.ringingworld.co.uk/subscribe
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Friday 1st September

RINGING DEVELOPMENT SESSIONS 
offered in conjunction with the Suffolk Guild

Group 1: Moving on to Minor

11.00 - 12.30 Bramford, St Mary the Virgin (6 bells, 10-3-6 in G)

14.00 - 15.30 Sproughton, All Saints (6 bells, 8-2-25 in Ab)

16.00 - 17.30 Rushmere St Andrew, St Andrew (6 bells, 9-2-0 in A)

Group 2: Moving on to Major

11.00 - 12.30 Grundisburgh,  St Mary (12 bells, 9-2-24 in G)

14.00 - 15.30 Henley, St Peter (8 bells, 8-0-3 in Ab)

16.00 - 17.30 O�on, St Mary (8 bells, 8-1-8 in A)

Group 3: Moving on to Surprise Major

11.00 - 12.30 Stowmarket, SS Peter & Mary (10 bells, 19-3-15 in D) 

14.00 - 15.30 Buxhall,  St Mary  (8 bells, 15-0-7 in F#)

16.00 - 17.30 Hitcham,  All Saints (8 bells, 15-2-14 in F)

Evening Ringing and Social

18.00 Welcome Desk Ipswich, St Mary le Tower
Collect your ID Badge and 
Programme

18.30 - 20.00 Open ringing Ipswich, St Mary le Tower
(12 bells, 34-3-6 in Db)

20.00 - late Informal Social 
Event

At The Halberd Inn where a 
room has been reserved for 
our use and a buffet supper 
will be available for those 
who have pre-booked it.

mailto:sales@bigwilfsbellmuffles.co.uk
https://www.bigwilfsbellmuffles.co.uk
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/subscribe


Friday Buffet
This is only available for those who have pre-ordered, at The 

Halberd Inn, 15 Northgate St, Ipswich IP1 3BY (5 minutes walk 
from St Mary-le-Tower). 

Saturday - At The Hold
Coffee and Tea are available near The Square during the 

morning and at a break during the afternoon meeting.
The Hold Café is open from 10am to 4pm for light refreshments.

Saturday Lunch
For those who have pre-booked, a lunch box meal (sandwich,  

cold drink, crisps, piece of fruit) will be available to pick up near 
The Square.

There are coffee shops and various food establishments along 
the quay (Neptune Quay, Wherry Quay), on roads near The Hold 
and towards the town centre.

Saturday Evening - At St Peter’s by the Waterfront. 
The ticket price includes a curry (curry, rice, naan and bhaji, with 

vegetarian option) and includes Beer and Cider Tasting for those 
who chose that option.

Beer and Cider Tasting is provided by the Briarbank Brewing 
Company.  Those that have booked will be provided with 10 raffle 
tickets which you exchange for 10 samples (equiv. 2 pints) - you 
can taste the same beer 10 times or all 10 beers/ciders once or 
any combination thereof. 

If you have opted out of the tasting, or you have run out of tickets, 
you can still purchase from the bar.  There will be limited wine and 
a small selection of soft drinks.

Sunday - St Clement’s
Tea and Coffee making facilities available.
You may bring your own lunch to St Clement’s or choose to make 

other arrangements.

FOOD and DRINK Saturday 2nd September
Welcome Desk: The Hold (Garden Entrance)
09.30 - 11.00 Welcome Desk open.  Sign in and collect your ID 

Badge and Programme. 

Saturday Programme 
09.30 - 11.00 Central Council Workgroup Reception - Seminar 

Rooms and Reception Space.
- Meet up with other ringers and talk to Workgroup 

members and the CC Executive team over a coffee.
- Sign up for service ringing opportunities on Sunday
- Council Members Sign-in for the Ringing World AGM
- Ringing World, CC Publications and ART stands.

11.00 - 12.30 Ringing World AGM - Auditorium.

12.30 - 13.45 Lunch - pre-booked lunch box, or own arrangements
- Council Members Sign-in for the Annual Meeting.

14.00 - 17.00

Including 
Refreshment 

break

Central Council of Church Bell Ringers Annual 
Meeting - Auditorium.  Please be seated by 13.50.
Agenda (full agenda available in the meeting papers):
Welcome and introduction.
 1.  Opening prayer.
 2.  Application(s) to affiliate.
 3.  Welcome to new members
 4.  Apologies for absence.
 5.  In Memoriam.
 6.  Minutes of the 2022 Annual Meeting.
 7.  Matters arising from the Minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda
 a. Governance Review
 8.  Annual Trustees’ Report for 2022.
 9.  Accounts for 2022.
10. Annual Report of the Executive and Workgroups for 2022 – May 2023.
11.  Executive and Workgroup updates for May – August 2023.
12.  Forward Plan for 2024.
13.  Financial update for 2023 and outline General Fund budget for 2024.
14.  Election of Trustees.
15.  Election of Independent Examiner(s).
16.  Motions.
17.  Future Meetings.
18.  Any other business.

19.00 - 23.00 Social Event - St Peter’s by the Waterfront Church.
Including Beer & Cider Tasting with hot food.

98



10 11Base Map courtesy Dove Online



...when only the best will do
www.nicholsonbellhangers.com

• Free inspections and surveys on British mainland 
• New bells designed to a variety of profiles and accurately tuned 
• Bellframes and fittings designed and manufactured 
• Restoration and repairs to historic bells, frames and fittings 
• Electronically controlled chiming systems and clock movements 
• Finest materials throughout 
• Age-old craftsmanship combined with modern technology 

Church Bellhangers of Distinction

NICHOLSON ENGINEERING LTD

EMAIL: bells@nicholsonbellhangers.com
TELEPHONE: 01308 422264 FAX: 01308 427172

Church Bell Works, St.Swithin’s Road, Bridport, Dorset. DT6 5DW
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Sunday 3rd September
Running, Ringing, Service

08.30 5K run around 
historic Ipswich

Meet at St Peter’s Church by 
the Waterfront

various Service Ringing Local towers - sign-up list 
available on Saturday at the 
Welcome Desk

09.30 - 10.30 Ipswich, St Mary le Tower - Choral Matins

Ringing 2030 Q&A 

11.30 - 13.00 Ringing 2030 
Presentation / 
Q&A

Simon Linford 
              & the CC President
at St Clement’s Church

11.30 - 14.00 Lunch Own arrangements
St Clement’s Church - Tea & 
Coffee available

Afternoon Development Sessions

14.00 - 16.00 Belfry 
Maintenance

Alan Frost
at St Lawrence’s Church
Numbers strictly limited

Basic 
Conducting

Simon Linford
at St Clement’s Church

Rope Splicing Katherine Salter, 
Cath and Nathan Coleman
at St Clements’s Church

Introduction to 
change ringing 
on handbells

Tina Stoecklin
at St Matthew’s Church

Ringing up and 
down in Peal

Lesley Boyle
at St Margaret’s Church

http://www.nicholsonbellhangers.com
mailto:bells@nicholsonbellhangers.com


shop.cccbr.org.uk

barbara@ccpublications.plus.com

JOHN TAYLOR & CO.
BELLFOUNDERS

The Bell Foundry, Freehold Street, Loughborough,
Leicestershire, LE11 1AR, England

Tel: 01509 212241 Fax: 01509 263305
Email: office@taylorbells.co.uk

BRITAIN’S LAST REMAINING SPECIALIST BELL FOUNDRY

FOR ALL ASPECTS OF CHURCH BELL ENGINEERING

�� Beautiful sounding bells cast using traditional loam moulds
�� Conservation and repair of historic bells, their fittings and bell frames
�� Bell fittings of the highest quality for ease of handling
�� New bell frames in cast iron, galvanized steel or hardwood
�� Belfry floors & galleries – sound control & weatherproofing
�� Manual & automatic chiming systems installed
�� Health & Safety audits – ladders, walkways & handrails
�� Maintenance & servicing contracts
�� Free tower inspections/reports in the UK mainland
�� Handbells – new sets & repairs/restorations

See our website: www.taylorbells.co.uk for comprehensive
details of all services we are able to offer to our customers

https://shop.cccbr.org.uk
mailto:barbara@ccpublications.plus.com
mailto:office@taylorbells.co.uk
https://www.taylorbells.co.uk
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MEETING SPACES

St Peter’s

St Clement’s

The Hold

The Halberd Inn
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We specialise in all kinds of bell work, conservation work, traditional and 
modern engineering practices and traditional bespoke joinery.

�� We can supply newly cast bells made using age old craftsmanship 
combined with up-to-date technology.

�� Timber bell frames made and restored.
�� Metal bell frames made in-house, repaired and restored.
�� Traditional clapper restoration.
�� Accurately profiled S.G. clappers and composite clappers made to the 

correct swing speeds.
�� Bell wheels and rollers restored and made new.
�� We also manage projects from start to finish.
�� Building work, safety access, ringing galleries, new floors and ceilings, 

access ladders and platforms. Services to louvres, weather ingress 
solutions and sound control management.

�� Annual maintenance contracts provided followed by detailed reports.

Inspections worldwide with detailed reports and recommendations provided
For free friendly advice from our customer-focused team please contact us:

Blyth & Co. Ltd., Unit 5, Long Acres Farm, The Reclamation Yard,
Swinderby Road, Collingham, Newark, Nottinghamshire NG23 7NX

Tel: 01636 893883 email: t.l.bservices@outlook.com
 www.churchbellspecialists.co.uk

Blyth & Co.
Ltd. 

The Church Bell Specialists
Est. 2013

mailto:t.l.bservices@outlook.com
https://www.churchbellspecialists.co.uk
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Manufacturer of British Wool church bell ropes including,

� 2 week bell rope repairs
� Machine spliced tail ends
� Pre-stretched polyester

sales@avonropes.co.uk 07946 605 963

www.avonropes.co.uk
Made in Bristol, UK

� Light pull bell ropes
� Mini ring ropes
� Dyneema® tops ends

….and more

PARKING at The Hold
On Saturday only, attendees are permitted to use the 
University of Suffolk Car park.  Please note that the University 
of Suffolk Car park is separate to The Hold Car park.  Please be 
sure to park in the correct area as outlined here 
in orange:

You must purchase a car park 
�cket (£2) and display as 
instructed in order not to incur a 
parking fine on the day. Please 
note, event a�endees parking in 
the University car park should 
purchase �ckets from University 
of Suffolk �cket machine or 
RingGo app (21850) as shown to 
the le�.  If you park in The Hold 
car park then full rate applies.

� Waterfront �

C
A
R

P
A
R
K

mailto:sales@avonropes.co.uk
https://www.avonropes.co.uk


St Lawrence (5)St Margaret (8)

St Matthew (6) St Clement (6)

St Mary at the Quay
 (6-UR)

St Nicholas (5)

St Mary at the Elms
(5-UR)

St Mary le Tower (12)

St Peter by the Waterfront 
(Chime of 5)

Ipswich Towers


