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SAVE THE DATE
2025 Central Council Weekend

 Friday 5th - Sunday 7th September 2025
 Yorkshire

PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE

Sunday 8th

Service ringing at local towers
Ringing 2030 Update at Exeter Community Centre
Simulator Workshop at Cullompton, St Andrew

Saturday 7th

Welcome Desk at West Exe School
Workgroups update
The Ringing World AGM
Westley Awards
Lunch
The Central Council Annual Meeting
Social Event at Topsham Brewery

Friday 6th

Afternoon Ringing Routes approaching Exeter
Welcome Desk at St Petrock
Open Ringing at St Petrock (6) & St David (8)
Social at The Orangery at The Imperial, Wetherspoons 
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MAIN MEETING VENUE
West Exe School, Hatherleigh Road, Exeter EX2 9JU

N.B. Strictly No Smoking or Vaping anywhere 
within the School Grounds.

WELCOME DESK LOCATIONS
Friday  St Petrock’s church, (68) High Street EX4 3DT

Saturday West Exe School



bellringing.org

events.bellringing.org
To book a place visit
events.bellringing.org

ART is dedicated to making learning

To find out more visit bellringing.org

to ring rewarding and enjoyable

Training for teachers
Learning schemes for ringers
Resources, publications and videos

All to make ringing and teaching easy to
understand and fun to learn

The course
showed that as a

relative novice I can
teach bell handling in

a safe and
logical way

WELCOME TO DEVON 2024
On behalf of the Executive and the Devon 

organising team I am pleased to welcome you 
to Exeter for the Central Council’s AGM 
weekend, during the Guild of Devonshire 
Ringers 150th anniversary year.

As always, the programme is open to ringers 
and non-ringers alike, with a variety of other 
ringing opportunities, as well as the more 
formal business events.  

Starting on Friday 6th September there are 
two routes for ringing as people make their way into central Exeter.  In 
the evening, the two open ringing sessions at St Petrock and St David 
is followed by the first social event at The Orangery at The Imperial: a 
good opportunity to catch up with friends old and new.

On Saturday 7th, proceedings start with short updates from each of 
the Ringing 2030 workgroups, an opportunity to learn what their aims 
are for the coming year, and how you can support the Ringing 2030 
programme.  This will be followed by The Ringing World AGM and the 
presentation of this years’ Westley Award for Tower Bell Maintenance.

There will be an opportunity to ring on the Touring Tower, the mobile 
ring supported by the Central Council, and a mobile ring brought by the 
Devon Guild.  We do ask you support these by leaving a donation.

After lunch the Central Council AGM will begin.  This is where ringers 
can find out what is happening now and hear about our future plans 
and how you can contribute to secure the future of ringing.

Our evening social event is being held at Topsham Brewery, another 
opportunity to catch up and relax after the day’s business. 

There are plenty of ringing opportunities for Sunday Service ringing 
on the 8th where we hope to be able to support a number of towers that 
do not have a regular service bands.  This will be followed by a Ringing 
2030 update and discussion on Changes in Churches at the Exeter 
Community Centre.  For those who have booked, we are pleased to 
offer a “How to get the best out of your Simulator” workshop in the early 
afternoon.

The programme affords lots of opportunities for ringing, business, 
informal gatherings and forging new ways of working together.   

I hope you enjoy your weekend and look forward to chatting with 
many of you. I would especially like to thank those volunteers who 
helped put this programme together and supported the events 
throughout the weekend.

Vicki Chapman
Deputy President, Central Council 

Chair of the Devon 2024 Organising Committee
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The Mobile Belfries Trust manages
and co-ordinates booking and

delivery of three mobile belfries –
the Chamborourgh Ring, the

Lichfield Diocesan Mobile Belfry,
and the new Touring Tower.

Trustees: Roger Booth, Ian Kerwin,
Doug Davis, Peter Joyce, Alison Everett,
Simon Linford, Phil Gay, Mike Slowe
Registered Charity #126164

Book a Mobile Belfry for your
publicity or recruitment event!

Proven models for success can be
shared with hirers to maximise impact

Hire rates from £150 / day for
school/youth events,

£225 for public events
hiring@mobilebelfries.org

mobilebelfries.org

www.ringingworld.co.uk/

DID
YOU
KNOW?

As well as a weekly update on
the world of ringing, we offer:

* Diaries, calendars and greeting cards
* A range of reference books

* Performance certificates
* Record books

The weekly magazine for ringers since 1911
Find out more at www.ringingworld.co.uk

Ask us about:
* Affordable tower subscriptions

* Discounts for young ringers
* Gift subscriptions

* Free trial issues

Friday 6th September

Afternoon Ringing Routes
offered in conjunction with the Guild of Devonshire Ringers

Route 1:  M5 corridor

14.45 - 15.15 The Piglet Ring, Uffculme (8, 0-0-20.7 in D)

15.15 - 16.00 Uffculme (8, 21-3-6 in D, GF)

15.45 - 16.45 Cullompton (10, 19-2-4 in D)

16.30 - 17.15 Broadclyst (8, 20-2-25 in Eb, T)

Route 2: A30 corridor

15.15 - 16.00 Honiton, St Paul (8, 12-2-27 in F#)

15.45 - 16.30 Feniton (6, 9 cwt in G, T)

16.30 - 17.15 Clyst Honiton (8, 18-2-11 in E, GF)

Evening Ringing and Social

17.30 - 19.00 Welcome Desk

& Open ringing

Exeter, St Petrock
Collect your ID Badge and 
Programme
St Petrock (6, 5-0-0 in B, GF)

18.30 - 20.00 Open ringing Exeter, St David (8,11-2-23 
in G)

20.00 - late Informal Social 
Event

At The Orangery at The 
Imperial, (Wetherspoons) 
New North Road, EX4 4AH 
where an area has been 
reserved for our use.  
Arrange your own food 
elsewhere, or eat here, and 
meet here for socialising.
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Saturday 7th September
Welcome Desk: West Exe School (Main Entrance)
09.00 - 09.50 Welcome Desk open.  Sign in and collect your ID 

Badge and Programme. 

- Meet up with other ringers and the CC Executive team 
over a coffee.

- Check which service ringing you have signed-up for on 
Sunday

- Council Members Sign-in for the Ringing World AGM
- Ringing World stand

Saturday Programme 

10.00 - 10.45 Central Council Workgroup Presentations - 
auditorium.

- Short presentation from each Workgroup on current 
activities

11.00 - 12.30 Ringing World AGM - Auditorium.

12.35 - 12.50 Westley Awards Ceremony - Auditorium.

12.50 - 13.45 Lunch - pre-booked grab bag, or own arrangements

- Council Members Sign-in for the Annual Meeting.
- The Touring Tower and the Frank Mack Portable Ring 

are available

14.00 - 17.00
Including 

Refreshment 
break

Central Council of Church Bell Ringers Annual 
Meeting - Auditorium.  

Please be seated by 13.50.

19.00 - 23.00 Social Event - Topsham Brewery & Taproom
with buffet (if pre-booked).

Saturday 7th September
11.00 - 12.30 Ringing World AGM - Auditorium.

14.00 - 17.00 Central Council of Church Bell Ringers Annual 
Meeting - Auditorium.  
Please be seated by 13.50.
Agenda (full agenda available in the meeting papers p3):
Welcome and introduction
Opening Prayer
 1.  Election of Fellow to the Council  [p7]
 2.  Application to affiliate
 3.  Other changes to affiliation
 4.  Welcome to new members
 5. Apologies for absence - must be provided in advance
 6. In Memoriam  [p6]
 7. Minutes of the 2023 Annual Meeting  [p8]
 8.  Matters arising from the Minutes 
  not covered elsewhere on the agenda
 9.  Trustees’ Annual Report for 2023  [p12]
10.  Accounts for 2023  [p17]
11.  Annual Report of the Executive and Workgroups 
  for 2023 – May 2024  [p20]
12. Forward Plan for 2025
13.  Financial update for 2024

and outline General Fund budget for 2025 [p24]
14.  Election of Trustees  [p7]
15.  Election of Independent Examiner(s)
16.  Motions  [p4]
17.  Future Meetings
18.  Any other business
19.  Vote of Thanks
20.  Meeting attendance

[px = page number in meeting papers]

98



Ba
se

 M
ap

 c
ou

rte
sy

 D
ov

e 
O

nl
in

e

10 11

P

P

P



...when only the best will do
www.nicholsonbellhangers.com

• Free inspections and surveys on British mainland 
• New bells designed to a variety of profiles and accurately tuned 
• Bellframes and fittings designed and manufactured 
• Restoration and repairs to historic bells, frames and fittings 
• Electronically controlled chiming systems and clock movements 
• Finest materials throughout 
• Age-old craftsmanship combined with modern technology 

Church Bellhangers of Distinction

NICHOLSON ENGINEERING LTD

EMAIL: bells@nicholsonbellhangers.com
TELEPHONE: 01308 422264 FAX: 01308 427172

Church Bell Works, St.Swithin’s Road, Bridport, Dorset. DT6 5DW
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Sunday 8th September
Sunday Service Ringing
Local towers - all pre-booked on line - please ensure that you 
attend the tower that you have signed-up for otherwise they may 
not have enough to ring as numbers are limited.
[Check list for any late availability on Saturday at the Welcome Desk]

08.30 - 10.00 Exeter Cathedral (12, 72-2-2 in Bb)

08.45 - 09.30 Exeter, St Mark (10, 12-1-19 in F#, T)

08.45 - 09.30 Exeter, St David (8, 11-2-23 in G)
08.45 - 09.30 Ide (6, 7-0-18 in Ab, GF)   Devon CC

09.00 - 10.00 Exminster (8, 17-3-25 in Eb)   Devon CC

09.00 - 09.30 Pinhoe (8, 10-0-19in G#, GF, T)   NLB

09.45 - 10.30 Exeter, St Thomas (8, 14-3-8 in F#)   Devon CC

09.45 - 10.30 Heavitree (8, 25-3-2 in Eb, T)

10.15 - 11.00 Alphington (8, 13-1-12 in F)   NLB

14.30 - 16.00 Exeter Cathedral (12, 72-2-2 in Bb)

Ringing 2030 Update 
11.00 - 13.00 Last year a ringer asked 'What do Associations 

need to do to prepare for Ringing 2030?'  
Today's deep dive session into Ringing 2030 
projects focuses on just that.  What are the things 
that associations are uniquely equipped to do, 
and how can the Council facilitate that?  
Particular focus is on closing churches, what it 
means for ringing, and what we can do about it.

With Tina Stoecklin, Alison Hodge and Simon 
Linford at Exeter Community Centre,
17 St David’s Hill, Exeter, EX4 3RG

Afternoon Workshop
14.00 - 15.00 How to get the 

best from your 
Simulator

Cullompton, St Andrew
(Pre-booked only, max 15 
spaces)

http://www.nicholsonbellhangers.com
mailto:bells@nicholsonbellhangers.com


FRIDAY EVENING
St Petrock’s - there is no very close parking and no lay-bys 
for picking-up, dropping-off.  There are many City Centre car 
parks charging £4.50 for the first 2 hours.  St Petrock’s is 
approx. 15 minutes walk from St David’s, see below.
St David’s and The Imperial

There is a small car park next to the The Imperial (free after 
8pm), and limited street parking in New North Road between 
St David’s and The Imperial (free after 6pm).  There is also a 
small car park near St David’s, in Bystock Terrace / Queens 
Terrace EX4 4HY, £3.40 for 2 hours, free after 6pm.

SATURDAY
Attendees may use the West Exe School Car park whilst 

attending the meetings (no overnight parking).   Access is 
via Cowick Lane to Hatherleigh Road EX2 9JU.  Note that
there is no vehicular access if accessing Hatherleigh Road
direct from Alphington Road.

SATURDAY EVENING
For those attending the Social, the nearest car park is 

Haven Banks car park, off Michael Browning Way via Haven 
Road EX2 8DP, a five minute walk, free after 6pm.  

N.B. If you park in the nearby Havens Bank Retail Park, off 
Water Lane, parking is chargeable all day!

SUNDAY
There is no parking at Exeter Community Centre.  

Street parking restrictions are in force every day.  Please use 
City Centre car parks.

Friday
8pm at The Orangery at The Imperial, (Wetherspoons) 

New North Road, EX4 4AH . You may arrange your own food 
elsewhere or here and meet here for socialising (approx. 7 
minutes walk from St David’s, approx. 15-20 minutes walk 
from St Petrock’s).   

Saturday - At West Exe School
Coffee and Tea are available in the Atrium during the 

morning and at a break during the afternoon meeting.
No refreshments permitted in the Auditorium.

Saturday Lunch
For those who have pre-booked, a ‘grab bag’ meal will be 

available to pick up and eat in the Atrium, or outside the 
building (food and drink may not be consumed elsewhere in
the building).

There is a large Sainsbury opposite in Alphington Road and 
various other food establishments nearby.

Saturday Evening - At Topsham Brewery & Taproom 
Unit 1, Maclaines Warehouse, Haven Rd, Exeter EX2 8GR.

The ticket price includes a buffet for those who chose that 
option.

The venue offers a wide range of local beers, ciders as well 
as other drinks.  Unfortunately there is no disabled access to 
the upstairs meeting area.

Sunday - Exeter Community Centre
Please feel free to bring your own refreshments as none will  

be available on site.  The adjacent Mulberry Tree Cafe is not 
open at weekends.  Coffee shops in the City Centre within 
10-minutes walk.

FOOD and DRINK
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 PARKING
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sales@simbell.co.uk
www.simbell.co.uk

Blyth & Co.
Ltd.

The Church Bell Specialists
Est. 2013

We specialise in all kinds of bell work, conservation work, traditional and
modern engineering practices and traditional bespoke joinery.

• We can supply newly cast bells made using age old craftsmanship
combined with up-to-date technology.

• Timber bell frames made and restored.
• Metal bell frames made in-house, repaired, and restored.
• Traditional clapper restoration.
• Accurately profiled S.G. clappers and composite clappers made to the

correct swing speeds.
• Bell wheels and rollers restored and made new.
• We also manage all projects from start to finish.
• Building work, safety access, ringing galleries, new floors and ceilings,

access ladders and platforms.  Services to louvres, weather ingress
solutions and sound control management.

• Annual maintenance contracts provided followed by detailed reports.

Inspections worldwide with detailed reports and recommendations provided
For free friendly advice from our customer-focused team please contact us:

Blyth & Co. Ltd., Unit 6, Long Acres Farm, The Reclamation Yard,
Swinderby Road, Collingham, Newark, Nottinghamshire NG23 7NX

Tel: 01636 893883 email: t.l.bservices@outlook.com
www.churchbellspecialists.co.uk

SIMBELL
The simple answer to 

Church Bell Simulator 

Hardware

Wireless Operation

Delivered in 7 Days (or less!)

Installed in Minutes

Works with all current simulator software

Move between towers

Expandable & Adaptable

Powered from Battery or Mains Adapter

Supports multiple workstations

Exceptionally good support…

www.simbell.co.uk

 © Elginhill Ltd, Long Lane, Tilston, Malpas, Cheshire, SY14 7HA

Systems from Under £150.00

sales@simbell.co.uk

Free Software

(if all you need 

is a “BONG!”)
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The Imperial

West Exe School Atrium

Exeter Community Centre

MEETING SPACES
From Hatherleigh Road

West Exe School Auditorium

Topsham Brewery

WEST EXE SCHOOL

1918
Photograph credits.  Front cover: Simon Webb CC0 1.0 Universal    
This page & rear cover: Colin Chapman; Exeter DAC (St Mark); A Church Near You (St Thomas)



St Petrock (6)St David (8)

St Mark (10)St Thomas (8)

Exeter Towers
Cathedral (12)


