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WELCOME TO THE COVENTRY DIOCESAN GUILD

On behalf of the Coventry Diocesan Guild of
Church Bell Ringers, it is my pleasure to welcome
members of the Central Council to our Diocese
for your 2026 Annual Meeting.

We are delighted to be hosting the Council in
Rugby, a town known throughout the world as the
birthplace of rugby football. | hope many of you §
will have the opportunity to visit Rugby School
and perhaps even stand on the hallowed turf
where the game began.

Your visit also provides the opportunity to ring at
some of our most interesting towers. St Andrew’s,
Rugby, our host church, is unique in having two separate rings of bells
housed in two separate towers, both hung for full-circle ringing in the
English style. On Sunday morning, many of you will have the privilege of
ringing at Coventry Cathedral, home to the Guild’s only ring of twelve bells.
The Cathedral stands as an enduring symbol of peace and reconciliation,
its message reaching far beyond our Diocese. It is a place that reminds us
of the importance of forgiveness, friendship and working together: values
that are reflected so well within the ringing community.

The last time the Central Council gathered in our Diocese was in 1987 for
the dedication of the bells at Coventry Cathedral. | remember that occasion
well, not only because it marked an important milestone in the Cathedral’s
life, but also because my old dad was a member of the Central Council at
the time. It is therefore a particular honour for me to welcome the Council
back almost forty years later.

Our members have been looking forward to this weekend for many
months. Throughout the Diocese, ringers are eager to welcome you to their
towers, share their local traditions and enjoy ringing together with friends
old and new. One of the greatest joys of our Exercise is the fellowship it
creates. Whether you are renewing old friendships, making new ones or
simply enjoying ringing in different towers, | hope you will experience the
warmth and generosity of our members and leave with many happy
memories of your time in the Coventry Diocese.

| wish you every success with your Annual Meeting, enjoyable ringing
throughout the weekend. May your visit be filled with friendship, inspiration
and the warmest of welcomes.

Annie Hall, President
Coventry Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers.

SAVE THE DATE
2027 Central Council Weekend
Friday 3™ - Sunday 5" September 2027
Lichfield and Walsall Archdeaconries Society
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MAIN VENUE

The BENN HALL,
Newbold Road, Rugby CV21 2LN

SATURDAY EVENING

The ARNOLD HOUSE,
Elsee Road, Rugby CV21 3BA

N.B. Strictly No Smoking or Vaping anywhere within the Buildings.

WELCOME DESK LOCATIONS

Friday & Saturday The Benn Hall
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Share your stories On behalf of the Executive and the Coventry
Publish £ _ organising team | am pleased to welcome you to
UDNST yOURHETIONS: o : _ : Rugby for the Central Council’'s ACM weekend.
Subscribe to see them in print 1 . Starting on Friday 4th September there are three

i ; routes for ringing as people make their way into
central Rugby. In the evening, we congregate at
St Andrews to ring on both the 8 and 5 bell

towers, followed by the first social and
networking event of the weekend.

On Saturday 5th, the formal proceedings start
/|| ] with the Ringing World AGM, an opportunity to hear about the journal’s
H | future plans and the National Youth Contest that goes from strength to

strength.

| 3 BELLB We have two award ceremonies; the Dorothy L Sayers Society Award for
VR “]’M U' il | Young Ringers Leadership and the Westley Tower Maintenance Awards
‘ | ' '_' S\OG" (1NDDb, before breaking for lunch.
) 2 | %Y/ After lunch the Central Council Annual Meeting will begin. This is where

you can find out what is happening now and hear about our future plans and
how you can contribute to secure the future of ringing.

g Wor d National Youth Contest Our evening social event is being held at The Arnold House, providing
B - another opportunity to catch up and relax after the days business and
celebrations.

There are opportunities for Sunday Service ringing on the 6th where we
Mab el Ab el MOb el hope to be able to support a number of towers that do not necessarily have
aregular service band. There will be a ringing themed service at Coventry

for Apple Mac for Windows PCs for phones & tablets Cathedral with opportunities to ring before and after the service.

Those who have been confirmed for ringing, will be helping local ringers
with some quarter peal attempts, to help them try something new. Our
opportunity to give something back to the Coventry Guild ringers for hosting

Want to practise Plain Hunt, or spliced Surprise, or anything in between, with
a perfect band, on one bell or a pair, at home or in the tower?

Abel is-the most p(.)pu.lar rir]ging simulator in the worId,.fo.r home an.d tower use. us so brilliantly.
Mabel is the only ringing Sf;";,‘f,'t",";‘;fcf? ,&ﬁgﬁ'; “,(l,,z% gg_v'dmg the main home-use My thanks to those advertisers who have supported this year’s brochure
Mobel runs on Apple and Android phones and tablets: “a belfry in your pocket”. and help to offset the cost of printing.
"I have just rung my first quarter of Rutland. Abel's help was invaluable ... I hope you enjoy your weekend and look forward to chatting with many of
Also my 11 year old daughter is using it to practise her plain hunt." you. | would especially like to thank those volunteers who helped put this

Using Abel or Mabel, you can ring or conduct anything from call changes and programme together and supported the events throughout the weekend.

Plain Hunt to Spliced Surprise, on 3 to 24 bells, using the keyboard or, with Abel,
attached bells. You can display and print methods and touches too.

Mobel lets you ring plain courses or touches of any method on 4-16 bells, or spliced. Vicki CZ"“P'WZW
You can conduct touches with bobs and singles, and show the blue line of any method Deputy President, Central Council
or touch.

Chair of the Coventry 2026 Organising Committee
Get Abel and Mabel from www.abelsim.co.uk, and Mobel from the App/Play Store.

All profits go to charities, including bell ringing charities.



https://ringingworld.co.uk/read
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk
http://www.abelsim.co.uk

ART and the
Central Council

Together, creating a
sustainable future 4
for bellringing 4aa

ART

® Training for teachers
® Learning schemes for ringers
® Resources, publications and videos

All to make ringing and teaching easy to
understand and fun to learn

To find out more visit bellringing.org

To organise a course or : :. ® :
book a place, visit 00000
events.bellringing.org

0000

)V 9

is dedicated to making learning
to ring rewarding and enjoyable

y

Friday 4t September

14.00 - 14.45

Afternoon Ringing Routes
offered in conjunction with the Coventry Diocesan Guild

Route 1: from the North

Lutterworth, St Mary (8, 14-2-1) LE17 4BQ

15.00 - 15.45

Shawell, All Saints (6, 8-2-22) LE17 6AL

16.00 - 16.45

Route 2: from

14.00 - 14.45

Clifton Upon Dunsmore, St Mary (6, 9-2-17)
Ccv23 0BP Toilets available

the South

Willoughby, St Nicholas (6, 14'.) CV23 8BY
Toilets available

15.00 - 15.45

Dunchurch, St Peter (6, 17-0-8) CV22 6NQ
Toilets available

16.00 - 16.45

Route 3: from

14.00 - 14.45

Bilton, St Mark (6, 9-0-25) CV22 7RN
Toilets available

R R

Wolvey, St John Bapt (6, 12-0-24) LE10 3LU
Toilets available

15.00 - 15.45

Monks Kirby, St Editha (8, 24-2-7) CV23 ORE
Toilets available

16.00 - 16.45

Evening Ringi

Wolston, St Margaret (8, 11-0-2) CV8 3HJ
Toilets available

ng and Social

Open ringing at

17.30 - 18.30 West Tower (5, 9-2-3)
Rugby, St Andrew
Tea/Coffee & toilets
19.30 Welcome Desk Collect your ID
Badge and printed Programme
20.00 - late | The Benn Hall Informal Social Event

with buffet (if pre-ordered), drink
and socialising

N


https://bellringing.org
https://events.bellringing.org

Saturday 5" September
Welcome Desk: The Benn Hall (Main Entrance)

09.00 - 09.50 | Welcome Desk open. Sign in and collect your ID
Badge and Programme.

- Meet up with other ringers and the CC Executive team
over a coffee.

- Council Members Sign-in for the Ringing World AGM and
separately for the CC Annual Meeting

- Check which service ringing you have signed-up for on
Sunday

- Visit Workgroup stands
- Ringing World stand
- CC Publications stand

Link to meeting papers:

Saturday Programme

10.00 - 11.30 | Ringing World AGM.
- Ensure you have signed-in for this AGM before 10am
11.30 - 11.50 | Dorothy L Sayers Society Award
11.50 - 12.15 | Westley Award
12.15-13.20 | Lunch - pre-ordered grab bag,
(or own arrangements - alternatives nearby)
- Council Members ensure you have Signed-in for the
Annual Meeting before 13.20
13.30 - 17.30 | Central Council of Church Bell Ringers Annual
(approx) Meeting

Please be seated by 13.20.

N.B. the Agenda is on pages 3, 4 & 5 of the Meeting
Papers

19.00 - 23.00 | Social Event - The Arnold House
with buffet (if pre-ordered), drink and socialising

Sunday Service Ringing

Local towers - all pre-booked on line - please ensure that you attend
the tower that you have signed-up for otherwise they may not have
enough to ring as numbers are limited.

[Check list for any late availability on Saturday at the Welcome Desk]

Sunday 6" September

09.30 - 10.25

Coventry Cathedral (12, 33-3-6) CV1 5RJ

10.30

Ringing themed Service at Coventry Cathedral, all
welcome

approx 11.45

Coventry Cathedral (12, 33-3-6) CV1 5RJ

Clifton-upon-Dunsmore (6, 9-2-17) CV23 0BP

09.00 - 09.30 Max 4 visitors.

09.15 - 09.45 | Bulkington (8, 9-1-16) CV12 9PZ Max 6 visitors.

09.45 -10.25 | Rugby (8, 24-3-8) CV21 3PT Max 10 visitors.

10.00 - 10.30 | Dunchurch (6, 17-0-8) CV22 6NQ Max 4 visitors.
* Hillmorton (6, 12-0-20) CV21 4PP

10.00 - 10.30 * providing entire band. Max 12 visitors.
Warwick St Nicholas (8, 15-2-20) CV34 4JD

09.30 - 10.00 Max 5 visitors.

Max 10 visitors.

Afternoon

Quarter Peal Bands

By prior arrangement only - supporting quarter
peals for local ringers.
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X/? CENTRAL COUNCIL PUBLICATIONS

Over 50 titles to support your ringing

BELLRINGING

Popular titles include

The New Ringers Book — £12.00
The perfect companion for the new ringer. Comprising of 12 chapters
and a glossary which includes a large number of illustrations.

Dove's Guide —

Now in its 11th edition. Details of churches and other buildings 0 l 5 5 8 685086 ri ngingmatters ((_(] gmai l 'com
with rings of 3 or more bells including practice nights. ~ M .
facebook.com/ringingmatters

Bell Muiffles

Manual of Belfry Maintenance —
Covers a range of topics relevant to the maintenance of church
bells, towers, frames, sound control and the faculty system.

Ringing Circles —
A guide to learning twenty four methods progressively arranged,
from Plain Bob Doubles through to Cambridge Surprise Major.

Raising and Lowering in peal-
Practical advice on raising and lowering singly and in peal
including trebling, with advice on common problems

Easily Remembered Services Touches —
A pocket sized guide with over 150 simple compositions in
basic methods

Whites of Appleton
Church Bellhangers

BELL RINGERS.

One per Learner —
This famous little yellow book can be found in many towers.
Designed for the new ringer just starting out on their ringing
adventure. 5 pack of books.

Beginners Plain Bob £4.50

Beginners Grandsire £4.50 B The Oldest Bellhanging
Beginners Stedman £4.75 .

Pocket book sized guides with straight forward easy to £10.00 Company in the UK.
understand explanations to the methods.

forall 3

Combining Modern Technology

Belfry Prayers- Prayers for the Church year £4.75
Commissioned by Central Council Publications and approved
by the Clerical Guild.

with Traditional Craftsmanship.

+44(0)1865 862549 bells@whitesbellhangers.co.uk whitesbellhangers.co.uk
For a full listing of books available and to buy online visit our store 69 Eaton Road, Appleton, Abingdon. Oxon OX13 5JJ

shop.cccbr.org.uk  email: publications@cccbr.org.uk

All prices incl. p&p UK mainland only, prices subject to change


https://shop.cccbr.org.uk
mailto:publications@cccbr.org.uk
https://whitesbellhangers.co.uk
mailto:bells@whitesbellhangers.co.uk
https://facebook.com/ringingmatters
https://facebook.com/ringingmatters
mailto:ringingmatters@gmail.com
mailto:ringingmatters@gmail.com

NICHOLSON ENGINEERING LTD
Church Bellhangers of Distinction

o Free inspections and surveys on British mainland

o New bells designed to a variety of profiles and accurately tuned
o Bellframes and fittings designed and manufactured

o Restoration and repairs to historic bells, frames and fittings

o Electronically controlled chiming systems and clock movements
. Finest materials throughout

o Age-old craftsmanship combined with modern technology

»

...when only the best wil 0

www.nicholsonbellhangers.com

Church Bell Works, St.Swithin’s Road, Bridport, Dorset. DT6 SDW

TELEPHONE: 01308 422264
EMALIL: bells@nicholsonbellhangers.com
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Mavpole Bells = Ropes '
ypole Bells « Ropes B8

e-mail: trevor@maypolebells.co.uk web: www.maypolebells.co.uk Mob: 07860 770535

BELL ROPES
NOVELTY ROPES
DUMBBELLS
TOWER AND BELFRY RESTORATIONS

Maypole Bells started in 2019 making floor mounted dumbbells and is now a key supplier of ringing
related goods throughout the UK and with a growing number of products sent overseas.

www.maypolebells.co.uk

PRODUCTS Include

Bell Ropes

Dog Leads

Light pulls

15



https://www.maypolebells.co.uk
https://www.nicholsonbellhangers.com
mailto:trevor@maypolebells.co.uk
https://www.maypolebells.co.uk
mailto:trevor@maypolebells.co.uk
http://www.maypolebells.co.uk/
http://www.maypolebells.co.uk/
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== Y}, TAYLOR’S OF LOUGHBOROUGH

MASTER BELL FOUNDERS FOR MORE THAN 240 YEARS.

Change Ringing Peals, Carillons, Chimes & Single Bells
Conservation & Heritage Work
Automatic Chiming & Clock Mechanisms

Tower Floors, Ringing Galleries, Weather Proofing,
Sound Control etc

Health & Safety Tower Audits & Work
Free Inspections & Reports on the U.K. Mainland

Benn Hall ‘ Our bells are known for their beauty & purity of tone. More than
25,000 Taylor bells ring out in over 100 countries worldwide.

John Taylor & Co., Frechold Street, Loughborough, LEI1 1AR
01509 212241 | office@taylorbells.co.uk | www.taylorbells.co.uk



mailto:office@taylorbells.co.uk
https://www.taylorbells.co.uk

PARKING & PUBLIC TRANSPORT

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

The Benn Hall

There is public parking adjacent to The Benn Hall, (The
Retreat, Newbold Road CV21 2LN), £1 for 3 hours Friday, £3 all
day Saturday, and free each day after 7pm. There are other
public car parks within a few minutes walk. See map in centre
pages for some other parking options.

SATURDAY EVENING

The Arnold House

There is disabled parking adjacent to The Arnold House (only
approachable by car via Elsee Road CV21 3BA). The Arnold
House is approximately 10 minutes walk from The Benn Hall /
Newbold Road parking. There is one small public car park near
The Arnold House in Little Church Street, free after 7pm.

STAGE —

THE BENN
HALL
MAIN HALL

KITCHEN

ROKEBY
CALDECOTT| ROOM

BAR

ENTRANCE

18

FOOD and DRINK

FRIDAY EVENING SOCIAL

8pm at The Benn Hall, Newbold Road, Rugby CV21 2LN.
A range of beers and other drinks will be available to all.
A buffet is available only for those that have pre-ordered.

SATURDAY - at The Benn Hall

Coffee and Tea are available in the Rokeby Room during the
morning and at a break during the afternoon meeting.

Lunch

For those who have pre-ordered, a ‘grab bag’ meal will be
available to pick up in the Rokeby Room, and eat in or outside
the building.

The Benn Hall is a few minutes walk from Rugby centre where
there is a selection of shops, pubs and restaurants.

SATURDAY EVENING SOCIAL
7pm at The Arnold House, Elsee Road, Rugby CV21 3BA.

A range of beers and other drinks will be available to all.
A buffet is available only for those that have pre-ordered.

Photograph credits.
Front cover & page 16: Colin Chapman
Rear cover: Rugby St Andrew - Colin Chapman
Coventry Cathedral: Mike Chester
(publication permission confirmed 10 Aug 2026 with Georgia Cowie via Annie Hall)

Map credits as individually acknowledged.
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https://coventrydg.co.uk/
https://coventrydg.co.uk/
https://coventrydg.co.uk/
https://coventrydg.co.uk/

