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In Memoriam 

-  

 

Paul Nichol Mounsey, Oxford University Society 
1978 – 1984, aƩended 6 meeƟngs, died 29 May 
2025 

Dr Donald Henry NibleƩ, Oxford University Soci-
ety 1957 – 1960, Kent County AssociaƟon 1978 
– 1999, aƩended 19 meeƟngs, died 14 July 2025 

Dennis Bernard Clive, Lichfield & Walsall Arch-
deaconaries Society 1999 – 2005, aƩended 5 
meeƟngs, died 10 July 2025 

Revd Canon Michael Stuart Hart, Hereford Dioc-
esan Guild  1967 – 1969, Lancashire AssociaƟon 
1987 – 1992, aƩended 5 meeƟngs, died 19 July 
2025 

Anthony James (Jim) Poynor, Leicester Diocesan 
Guild 1981 – 1984, aƩended 2 meeƟngs, died 
24 August 2025 

Fr John Malcolm Hughes, Llandaff & Monmouth 
Diocesan AssociaƟon 1990 – 2005, aƩended 8 
meeƟngs, died 4 September 2025 

Peter James H Wycherley, Hereford Diocesan 
Guild 1969 – 1972, aƩended 2 meeƟngs, died 3 
July 2025. 

Margaret Patricia Byrne, Truro Diocesan Guild 
1977 – 1987, aƩended 7 meeƟngs, died 22 Oc-
tober 2025 

John Frederick MalleƩ Maybrey, Guildford Dioc-
esan Guild 1964 – 1969, aƩended 5 meeƟngs, 
died 29 November 2025 

Peter John Shipton, Scoƫsh AssociaƟon 1993 – 
2005, aƩended 9 meeƟngs, died 18 December 
2025 

Revd Canon David Marlyn Hoare, Bath & Wells 
AssociaƟon 1959 – 1960, aƩended 1 meeƟng, 
died 9 January 2026 

Gwilym G Salmon, Bath and Wells Diocesan Asso-
ciaƟon 1960 – 1967, aƩended 4 meeƟngs, died 
10 February 2026 

John Francis Irving Turney, Hereford Diocesan 
Guild 1969 – 1972 & 1993 – 2004, aƩended 12 
meeƟngs, died 21 February 2026 

John Heber Croxton, Hereford Diocesan Guild 
2004 – 2019, aƩended 12 meeƟngs, died 13 
February 2026 

Melvyn Arthur Rose, Lincoln Diocesan Guild 1978 
– 1984, aƩended 6 meeƟngs, died 27 February 
2026 

John William Nicholls, Gloucester & Bristol Dioc-
esan AssociaƟon 2008 – 2016, AƩended 7 
meeƟngs, died 21 March 2026 

Revd John Michael Stephens, Bedfordshire Asso-
ciaƟon 1954 – 1955, aƩended 1 meeƟng, died 8 
April 2026. 

Shân Elizabeth Nash, Winchester & Portsmouth 
Diocesan Guild 2019 – 2022, aƩended 2 
meeƟngs, died 21 April 2026 

Brian John Bull, Southwell Diocesan Guild 1993 – 
2002, aƩended 7 meeƟngs, died 30 April 2026 

Anthony Rex Agg, Herƞord County AssociaƟon 
1972 – 1981, aƩended 8 meeƟngs, died 14 May 
2026 

Robert James Cooles, Surrey AssociaƟon 1975 – 
1978, Honorary member 1980 – 2010, AddiƟon-
al member 2010 – 2017, aƩended 39 meeƟngs, 
died 15 May 2026 

Alastair Robin Heppenstall, Lincoln Diocesan 
Guild 1987 – 2016, aƩended 26 meeƟngs, died 
19 May 2026 

Alan Edwin Chantler, Peterborough Diocesan 
Guild 2000 – 2016, aƩended 11 meeƟngs, died 
28 May 2026 

No members’ deaths in earlier years have come to light. 
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Council Organisation 
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CENTRAL COUNCIL OF CHURCH BELLRINGERS - Registered Charity Number 270036      
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2025 
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CENTRAL COUNCIL OF CHURCH BELLRINGERS - Registered Charity Number 270036     
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2025 
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3. Indicative 2027 General Fund Budget 
 
Prior to formal consideration, amendment and approval by the Executive in autumn 2026 the following is presented to 
Members for information. 
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1. Library CollecƟon 

 

Andrew Apsland, Sue Marsden – Library 
Stewards (librarysteward@cccbr.org.uk) 

 

The Library Stewards are responsible for  
(a) oversight and management of collec-

Ɵon,  
(b) management of request for info 
(c) digital access,  
(d) Friends of the Library newsleƩer and  
       administraƟon. 
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James Blackburn – Carter Ringing Machine 
Steward (james.blackburn@cccbr.org.uk) 

 

Provision for the hosƟng, care and mainte-
nance of the Carter Ringing Machine and to 
seek opportuniƟes to make it as widely known 
and appreciated as possible. 

2. Towers 

 

Dickon Love, Tim Jackson, Richard Smith – 
Stewards of the Dove Database 
(dove@cccbr.org.uk) 

 

Responsible for the hosƟng, care and mainte-
nance of the Dove database. To seek oppor-
tuniƟes to make the Dove database as widely 
used and appreciated as 
possible. 

 

Neal Dodge, Ryan Faulkner-HaƩ, Kye Leaver, 
Tim PeƩ (Dove Clerks) 
ScoƩ Orr, Chris Pickford (Dove Consultants) 
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(ii) A few coverage staƟsƟcs (as at June 2026) 

 Collections 1-Jan-25 1-Jan-26 ± 1-Jun-26 ± 

 

   

All full-circle rings 7,937 7,943 +6 7,947 +4 
(At least 3 bells) 7,131 7,129 -2 7,130 +1 
(Of which lightweight) 139 134 -5 137 +3 

 

 

 
Carillons 21 21 +0 21 +0 

 

 

 
Chimes 7,394 7,492 +98 7,514 +22 

 

 
 

Display sets 63 76 +13 112 +36 

 Insecure display 38 42 +4 43 +1 

 

 

 
Ancillary sets 1,765 1,842 +77 2,076 +234 

 Total 17,218 17,416 +198 17,713 +297 
 Empty towers (not yet public) 43 59 +16 147 +88 
 Lost collections (not yet public) 136 172 +36 336 +164 
       
 Bells 1-Jan-25 1-Jan-26 ± 1-Jun-26 ± 
 

 

  
Standard 63,252 63,778 +526 66,350 +2,572 

  Hemispherical 256 260 +4 260 +0 

  Tubular 1,152 1,187 +35 1,227 +40 

 

 

  Fragments 48 53 +5 54 +1 

 Total 64,708 65,278  +570 67,891  +2,613 
 of which destroyed 451 548 +97 1,525 +977 
       
 Bellframes 1-Jan-25 1-Jan-26 ± 1-Jun-26 ± 

 

 

  
Frames 9,593 9,967 +374 10,164 +197 
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Richard Andrew 
(richard.andrew@cccbr.org.uk) 

 

Establish a database of peal boards to con-
tain photographs and other ancillary infor-
maƟon that can be used to provide interest 
to those who like to browse what hangs on 
ringing room walls and provide informaƟon 
on analysis on e.g. old peal boards, peal 
boards erected for certain occasions, etc. 

 
Jim Bence, Cath Coleman 
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Rolls of Honour 
 

 
 

 

 

Alexander RunƟng (runƟngaw@live.com), 
Phillip Orme 

 

Establish an archive of sound recordings of 
rings of bells. 

3. People 

 

Alan Regin – Steward of the Rolls of Honour 
(rollsoĬonour@cccbr.org.uk) 

 

Provision for the hosƟng, care and maintenance 
of the Rolls of Honour and search for opportuni-
Ɵes to make the Rolls of Honour as widely used 
and appreciated as possible. 

 

John Harrison (biographies@cccbr.org.uk) 

 

To collect informaƟon of interest on ringers from 
the past and make available to the public for 
browsing and to researchers to support their 
acƟviƟes. 

 
More team members sought 
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4. OrganisaƟons 

 

Chris Ridley (chris.ridley@cccbr.org.uk) 

 

Establish an archive of the ringing society badg-
es, logos and cerƟficates together with a digital 
archive of their photographs, not confined to 
members of the CCCBR. To make the archive 
accessible to those taking an interest. 

5. Ringing 

 

Dickon Love (dickon@lovesguide.com 

 

Establish an archive of newspaper extracts relat-
ed to ringing, towers and ringers. To make the 
archive accessible to those who like to simply 
browse and those looking to conduct research on 
ringing, towers and ringers 

 
Chris Ridley 

Digital Plaƞorms 

 

Doug Hird (doug.hird@cccbr.org.uk) 
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The	Peals	Analysis 
 

We have recorded a total of 3756 peals rung in 
2025 and published by The Ringing World via 
Bellboard up to March 31st 2025,  of which 3038 
were on tower bells and 717 on handbells. There 
was one using using simulated bells. There were 
no peals recorded using distributed technology. 
The overall total has increased slightly from 2024. 
The ϐigures for the last few years are shown in the 
table below from which it can be seen that whilst 
2021 total was dramatically affected by the COVID 
pandemic and the lockdown ban on ringing, re-
covery has continued and numbers are now head-
ing towards the levels from before COVID. Full 
details are included in the methods table that 
accompanies this report. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Ancient Society of College Youths is the 
leading afϐiliated society with 352 peals, followed 
by the Yorkshire Association with 219 peals,  and 
the Oxford Diocesan Guild with 173. The leading 
society for handbell peals in 2022 was the Guild of 
St Cuileain with 109, followed by the Oxford Dioc-
esan Guild with 73, the Chester Diocesan Guild 
with 64 and the Ancient Society of College Youths 
with 63. Please see separate tables for details of 
peals rung for each society and by method / meth-
od type.  

 
Once again the data has been taken from Bell-

board via the API and then some data normalisa-
tion takes place. This does allow some analysis to 
be performed on Quarter Peal, which can be seen 
after the peals. 
 
Record	peals 
 

There was one record peal rung in 2025.  
 
Leading	Towers 

 
This year the report returns to showing the 

towers where 10 or more peals were rung in the 
year. 

 
44  Huntsham 
43  Sproxton 
37  City of London, S James Garlickhythe 

33  Leeds, Cath S Anne 
30  Lundy Island 
22  Uffculme, The Piglet Ring 
20  City of London, S Magnus; Milton; Thirkleby 
17  Birmingham, Cath S Philip; Oxford, S Thomas 

 the Martyr 
16  Awbridge; Bishopstoke; City of London, S 

 Mary le Bow 
15  Burton Latimer; City of London, S Michael, 

 Cornhill; Coseley; Meldreth; Ston Easton; 
 Worcester, S Martin;  

13  East Huntspill, Little Orchard; Kingsteignton, 
 The 'LB' Campanile; Wadenhoe 

12  Dordrecht, 't Klockhuys; Terling; Worcester, 
 All Saints 

11 Bristol, S John on the Wall; Edgbaston;  
  Middleton; Rothwell (Northants) 
10  Belper; Bristol, Cath; Dordrecht (Grote Kerk); 

 Keele, Woodlands; Liverpool, Pier Head; 
 Saltby; Tulloch, Ringing Centre; Worcester, 
 Cath 

 
Handbell peals have had a small decline com-

pared to  2024, and these are the locations where 
10 or more have been run: 

 
67  Reading, 26 Redlands Road 
38  Hitchin, 2 Orchard Road 
29  Bosham, Little Creed Cottage, Green Lane;  

 Tilehurst, 15 Lytham End 
27  Poynton, 2 Adlington Close 
21  Bacton, 2 Pretyman Avenue 
20  Willaston, 14 Park Road 
16  Fleet, 20, Burnside;  

 Whimple, 17 Bramley Gardens 
15  Kidlington, 245 Wilsdon Way;  

 Northallerton, 19 The Green, Romanby 
14  Aston Rowant, The White House;  

 Cambridge, 102 Mawson Road 
13  Tewkesbury, 23 Grayston Close;  

 Willingham, 53 Covent Garden 
11  Godmanchester, The Old Post Ofϐice;  

 New Alresford, Jubilee, New Farm Rd;      
 Peterborough, 5 Woodϐield Road;  
 Southampton, 60 Liverpool Street 

10  Pimlico, St Saviour 
 
First	pealers	and	ϐirsts	as	conductor 

 
146 ringers rang their ϐirst peal in 2025. This is 

41 more than the low point in 2024 and hopefully 
a sign of stabilisation. 

 
There were 6 new conductors in 2025, a very 

signiϐicant drop compared to 2024 (36). 
 

Report	of	The	Steward	of	the	 
Felstead	Database 
 
Since last year’s report 25 newly discovered peals 
have been added to the Felstead database and 32 
existing peals amended. (These are all prior to 
1990 – anything after 1989 is dealt with by my 
esteemed colleague Drew Craddock.) These num-
bers are down on last year’s, which is predomi-
nantly due to a current backlog caused by a house 
move in June. I plan to get fully up to date in   
August and am grateful to all contributors for 
their patience.  
 
When making corrections to peals it is inevitable 
that the overall peal total will be affected for some 
towers. Some peals are withdrawn if found to be 

false or – in more unusual cases – turn out to have 
been rung somewhere else. So was the case at St 
Mowden’s, Burton-on-Trent, where a peal of Dou-
ble Norwich dated 25th February 1892 had to be 
removed from Felstead as it turned out to be a 
transcription error for a peal at St Giles-in-the-
Fields on the same page of Bell	News. Similarly, a 
peal originally given under Ashtead (02.07.1890) 
had to be changed to Carshalton, as did a peal at 
Redenhall (14.06.1880) which was actually rung 
at Kenninghall. Accuracy should always beat emo-
tional pride, and it’s worth bearing in mind that 
the 100th peal being celebrated at your home 
tower… may not be! 
 
A newly discovered peal at Aston-on-Trent dates 
from as recently as September 1949. A few other 
20th century peals were discovered and added, 
from Shotesham, Hartest, Bramϐield, Chediston 
and Pettistree.  
 
My thanks to all contributors. 
 
First	peals	in	methods	on	Tower	Bells. 
January   
1 5056 Oakham D Major Peterboro DG 
2 5184 Eveski S Major Worcs & Dists 
8 5024 Charmouth D Major Yorks A 
11 5120 Gotham S Major Trent Valley A 
12 5088 Daybrook D Major Trent Valley A 
18 5088 Brachioradialis S Major S Olaves S 
19 5040 Octoginta TP Minimus Lincoln DG 
25 5056 BUSCR S Major Birmingham US 
25 5152 Storm D Major Bath & Wells DA 
26 5040 Trim A Major ANZAB 
28 5092 Wallgate A Royal Trent Valley A 
29 5152 Wollaton Park D Major Lincoln DG 
31 5152 Derwent Valley D Major Lincoln DG 
 
February   
1 5152 Settle D Major Yorks A 
7 5040 Murrayville D Royal Peterboro DG 
8 5040 Oxford TP Singles Barrow & D S 
15 5040 East Haddon Bob Doubles 
  Peterboro DG 
15 5040 Tewin S Royal Derby DA 
16 5040 Allexton TP Minimus Lincoln DG 
19 5152 Bensham D Major Lincoln DG 
25 5040 Framland TP Royal Trent Valley A 
 
March   
8 5096 Yatton A Major Yorks A 
15 5040 Syndale Farm S Royal Nonsuch Assoc 
16 5040 Hougham TP Minimus Lincoln DG 
19 5152 Blackhill D Major Lincoln DG 
25 5040 Jordanhill S Royal Trent Valley A 
26 5152 Benϐieldside D Major Lincoln DG 
 
April   
6 5040 DCXCIX TP Minimus Lincoln DG 
9 5152 Wallington Hall D Major Lincoln DG 
13 5042 Southern Cross S Maximus ANZAB 
22 5076 Railsgate A Royal Trent Valley A 
30 5024 Waldershaigh D Major Yorks A 
 
May   
6 5152 Moxadrinks S Major Peterboro DG 
8 5152 V E 80 S Major Bath & Wells DA 
9 5024 Liberation Day S Major G&B DA 
18 5040 Swinstead TP Minimus Lincoln DG 
21 5040 Coleshill A Major Lincoln DG 
29 5136 Smeg S Maximus St James G 
 

 

 Tow
er Bell 

H
and   Bell 

Sim
ulated / 

D
istributed 

Total 

2025 3038 717 1 + 0 3756 

2024 2908 675 0 + 3 3586 

2023 2992 637 0 + 0 3629 

2022 2646 732 0 + 0 3378 

2021 826 740 0+10 1576 

2020 791 626 1+10 1428 

2019 3750 780 3+0 4533 

2018 3895 758   4653 

2017 3890 846   4737 

2016 4033 880   4913 
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Quarter	and	Half	Peals	Analysis	 
 
The available data from BellBoard have been 

used to make an analysis of Quarter Peals and Half 
Peals, using the same basis for classiϐication in our 
analyses as previously. 

 
We have this year sought to make the analysis 

by region more robust by linking them better to 
areas covered by territorial and other societies. 
This is to provide better data for leaders in socie-
ties. Some of the counties / county groupings used 
previously have multiple territorial societies cov-
ering them. Conversely, some single societies 
cover several regions. The principal example of 
the former is the Greater London area. The terri-
torial associations that cover Greater London are 
based on the historic (pre-1889) counties, so we 
have reverted to using these counties (i.e. Essex, 
Kent, Middlesex, Surrey and the City of London) as 
the basis for presentation.  

 
As before, the data presented relate only to 

method ringing performances and (as in previous 
years) exclude those where at least one “bell” was 
rung by a computer rather than a human, those 
which were tolled or chimed and call-change per-
formances of quarter peal length. 

 
Of those analysed, there were 18431 perfor-

mances published of between 1250 and 4999 
changes, including 26 of 2500 changes or more 
(23 of which were on tower bells and 3 in hand). 
This is 6% greater than both the total for 2024 
and that for 2019, the last pre-pandemic year and 

continues the steady pattern of growth since the 
end of the pandemic. More detail is given in the 
tables below. 

 
The relative proportion of quarters at different 

stages on tower bells was largely unchanged from 
2024. On handbells however there was a 26% 
increase in overall numbers rung, largely due to a 
signiϐicant increase in quarters of Minor, Minimus 
and Major. It will be interesting to see if this trend 
continues. 

 
2238 conductors were involved in calling quar-

ter and half peals in 2025 (vs 2232 in 2024) with 
the following gender split: 

*NB Some quarters had more than one           
conductor 

 
There has been a minor increase in the propor-

tion of conductors who are female but the imbal-
ance remains large, especially the number of per-
formances conducted by women. 

 

The number of ringers claiming their ϐirst quar-
ter peal in 2025 was 812 (vs 823 in 2024). The 
gender split was 394 typically male names (49%) 
vs 416 typically female names (51%). The equiva-
lent ϐigures for 2024 were 395 (48%) male and 
428 (52%) female. This broad gender parity in 
ϐirst quarter pealers is encouraging for the future. 

 
As we forewarned in our report last year, there 

is no overall analysis of the gender of ringers 
ringing in quarter peals this year. The analysis had 
shown no change in the gender balance in quarter 
peal ringing since it was commenced in 2021 and 
it is both labour intensive and highly prone to 
error. Should there be any future initiative to 
address the gender imbalance in quarter peal 
ringing then the analysis could be reinstated. It 
would, however, need signiϐicant effort to improve 
the accuracy and speciϐicity of the source data that 
we have available. 

 
We thank all those who assist us with our work 

and especially the Editor of The	Ringing	World, for 
alerting us about issues he becomes aware of, and 
Drew Craddock whose PealBase data assist us in 
identifying those ringing their ϐirst peal and for 
his excellent data on individual ringing achieve-
ments. 

 
PHILLIP BARNES 
RICHARD ALLTON 
RICHARD PULLIN 
 
 

  Conductors Performances* 

  2025 2024 2025 2024 

Male 1730 
(77%) 

1753 
(79%) 

16143 
(86.3%) 

15233 
(87%) 

Female 508 
(23%) 

478 
(21%) 

2560 
(13.7%) 

2395 
(14%) 

June   
6 5104 Gospelgate A Royal Peterboro DG 
7 5152 Silver Wedding D Major 
  Bath & Wells DA 
11 5040 Pondsbury S Royal Lundy IS 
14 5080 Breadsall S Royal Derby DA 
16 5152 Bishop Sophie D Major Coventry DG 
18 5088 King`s Castle S Major Bath & Wells DA 
21 5100 Nicene Creed A Major Chester DG 
22 5152 Mystic Cave D Major ASCY 
24 5148 Zeagate A Royal Trent Valley A 
29 5040 South Luffenham TP Minimus  
  Lincoln DG 
 
July   
2 5152 Seaham D Major Lincoln DG 
5 5012 Bulwell A Major S&N DG 
16 5024 St Silas D Major Lancs A 
20 5040 Moon Day TP Minimus Lincoln DG 
23 5040 Allendale A Major Lincoln DG 
25 5040 Mincinglake S Royal Devonshire G 
26 5056 New Balderton S Major Around R 
 
August   
2 5088 North Curry S Major Bath & Wells DA 
3 5040 Lyndon TP Minimus Lincoln DG 
6 5152 High Marley Hill D Major Lincoln DG 
10 5184 Monken Hadley D Major S Olaves S 
16 5056 Hillside D Major S Northants S 
17 5040 Holbeach TP Minimus Lincoln DG 
20 5096 Bardon Mill A Major Lincoln DG 
20 5024 Peace D Major Bath & Wells DA 
28 5012 Drone Valley A Major Trent Valley A 
29 5088 Royals Green D Major Ely DA 
 
September   
3 5152 Silk Willoughby S Major Lincoln DG 
10 5040 Ovingham A Major Lincoln DG 
17 5152 Beamish S Major Lincoln DG 

17 5012 Roch Valley A Major Lancs A 
18 5024 Carolina Reaper TB Major Derby DA 
21 5040 Fawlty Towers TB Minimus Lincoln DG 
22 5056 Felix D Major Devonshire G 
24 5040 Gentian A Major Lincoln DG 
26 5056 Zetland Road S Major S Michaels S 
 
October   
7 5040 Mosstown A Major S&N DG 
15 5152 Castle of Comfort S Major  
  

 Bath & Wells DA 
19 5040 Wheelie Bin TP Minimus Lincoln DG 
22 5152 Bywell D Major Lincoln DG 
31 5024 Yarnϐield Green D Major Ely DA 
 
November   
1 5152 All Saints Day S Major Oxford DG 
9 5040 Ode of Remembrance TP Minor  
  

 Peterboro DG 
12 5152 Chester Le Street D Major Lincoln DG 
14 5070 Esh Winning A Major SRCY 
16 5040 Princess Gwenllian TP Minimus  
  

 Lincoln DG 
26 5152 Anϐield D Major Lincoln DG 
 
December   
1 5024 Semicentenary D Major SRCY 
3 5152 Ponteland D Major Lincoln DG 
5 5040 Cheaney S Royal Peterboro DG 
6 5152 South Carolina S Major NAG 
10 5152 Blaydon D Major Lincoln DG 
20 5184 North America S Major Peterboro DG 
23 5076 Rivergate A Royal Trent Valley A 
28 5040 Chugga Chugga Choo Choo TP Minimus 
  Lincoln DG 
31 5088 Clare Park S Major Bath & Wells DA 

 First	peals	in	methods	on	Handbells  
 
January   
16 5088 Gallowtree Gate S Maximus Oxford DG 
 
February   
13 5040 Indesit S Maximus Oxford DG 
 
March   
18 5056 Tuesday S Major G St Cuileain 
25 5088 Neodymium S Major G St Cuileain 
 
April   
27 5088 Queensbridge D Major G St Cuileain 
28 5040 Higgledy Piggledy TP Minimus  
  

 Shefϐield UG 
28 5040 Single Court Pl Minimus Shefϐield UG 
28 5040 Double Court Pl Minimus Shefϐield UG 
 
May   
1 5040 Uruk-Hai S Maximus G St Cuileain 
 
August   
29 5088 Xenolite S Major Yorks A 
 
October   
2 5090 Chiltern Turbo S Maximus ASCY 
 
December   
22 5120 Scary Canary S Major G St Cuileain 
24 5152 Zigongosaurus S Major G St Cuileain 
 
Record	peal	on	Tower	Bells  
August   
25 15009 Spliced Caters and Royal (6m) SRCY 
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Analysis	of	Peals	by	Society	2025 
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